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1, . 
•· 

:!~i .! ·:.~ •,~,; .~;.-:· ·· :'-. :_ • •:' ;'J.;' ·r: .. · ~\ .t ). -·: .1• .. ::·: t :;; .t-·:r t?. :i '..·: ~) .. '.. <: · .. :,:. ·:, ;~ .... ·:· ::· ) .. r .. ft.-.<.~:-:_. ~:;.::.; v. 'i..~ _· ·!~?::. ,~~ ~~e r·1~: t. 1: ~ 
· The fact that most~ if not all, of the age-old ac- · 

~f..i .. ~: . -.:_.:~: ·::··.. !r,··,\,'.'' !?'. ·.:.·,.-,::-_ ·:·~/: l·.1 :}_·.,-..·:·_•;._; ·,)i\ 1.~: •,·· :_; ?;c·~.,_'.'. :;\,.: ·;f}.d .fi!'(° ·Qi -'~~ -j_ t),ij_. :.'l/l);o 1_11 l 

ousations against the Talmud and Rabbinical literature emanate 

.. , ... ,. l~t: 1 ~.~- • ·:"• :1,; f ;\•,•;.~. ~1 ... -~·i,·:-~·n::, i-_i-_;_·::~i ;? ;·1. ;•.•--::1.·:_:.d.r:d·.~ ):,;_.:,•~;•, .· 
Christianti'are typical, reduces the problem of conversion ~o 
;~~}.L<i~,--:.'· _ ti:·: ·.'..: .. .-i _:_•;, .. •·.d .. './.• . i 1, 1

"',. ·,·;: c·j_1,,·~ .-: '.:·,:·.,_~_ ~-.:·:·,~.'. .. ;·:•:;t ~-.'.'..ij,.s_ ·c;-_,,:;:_ 

the lirilits of the ability of Jewish scholarship to combat the 
••••• .. ,, ~,••,,, ... • ••• 

0

J'•' I,<: 1,•1•,••,•,,••••·•=-- .. ••,:.•,•,i.<.•,• .. ,,•C•••• "!.,••~.',',. '••••"••••••• ,_• ·,, '.. • •· ' ' \ \ 1 ,'- '. • :: : . J •:: ' .,- '·" -~- • . . : ' . ... .-... ; . 

menace by making the treasures of Talmudiam and Rabbiniam an 
... , : ·. ' .. \·, ., : .I,_·.. : .... 

open book to the ~·1vii1zed world. 
,_ .. - . 

Being an inner Jewish prob-
' , "\ ,-. ;; :·· , • :, . "'I:,_ \' f_ ; ... . • • ' '.' ~. : ' • • • ' , • ' 

lem, the Christian denominations will take no· excep:tion to 

such efforts' ~8 -tJ~:· 1b;~ of ''t;uth t'o~day. 1-~ -~~~t,~d \~o -~~e~,', 
I •,:;_1~• (~• •,'<, ._ • \ < ,~ 

0

0\ ,/t:::i•t;._•,1.:, <~ ~tl• J,~•,\.'i 
to admit mere bigotry as a factor in the attempt. 
·i:\·~.:.it'..~ ·t.o /,~:-..~_-.:~··;· .. -~' 1. •.:.· ··.·:·•'· .. '..·r··:_.:: ·_,,•>1.\:,.·!.: },··,'l,,~_,::·;•~:~:·-~·'. (:·!·>'•'. 1.~ •• 

Admitting that beneath every anti-Jewish attack lies a 
''•.(·, '··, .. ·'. ,. i', .,··,.·,· \_· .. ·,·.·_··,•,··.· __ -,., .• · .. ,_.,_ .. · ... 'r. ._,. -,,·,1 .:· ',. ;,., · .. ';.;;-. • • ,, -.. • --

germ o~ ancient and medieval prejudices, baaed upon the. identi-
;;··: :'r ·;: !~(, _:·•t_;·:·,:·: .. ~ .. ,. - :-1 ... :c~.:., ;-. :.1.-:- .. c1 1 __ ::·-~,-,: .. j. :.:.-·.J ·. .• ;_\\" .. .- ;J!" __ 1l".f·:.1·~;·, 

oal misinformation which brought about the burning of the. Talmud 
... 'i:.' i_. ·'·'.·.) •,•·. . J._._:. :,~ · •• t:,,.:··,: -~ • .-}>.)_ -it-:· ... ;~( ..... 

and the expulsion of the Jews during the Middle Ages, it be-
,,;.,- • ,,' ,_;_ • .'.''._,,~ •, . . ·.-t.·, ··:.-- '.-:-.?:,~.-.:·t· l_-~;'.:.;·: . .-;''1.-': __ ,_· .• :i. ~:::,::-:'.,_:-:;: 
comes even more important, in the· present· generation, .to impart · 

-~;·1_,1~_; ,~ ___ ;.:.,:. ·:· ,· .. ;· .,,. :.':' ,· ,·:.··_:;__ ·;,;<· . .:.::=:·: '~)'_.!:, ;,·, . ·-r-•,•_!_/_ 

the truth to the non-..Jewiah world. That millions are spent 
-- · ~ ·-' .- .. ~,,' .. .., , ''":i 1·1_:,:_ :.~(\:., (,_,_,:_., '.)·, ' .. ~- '; ', ., ' ~ .. · ' . . ,· ' - . 

annually by ·some denominations for the purpoa e of converting 
•!. I':: ' I ;• "( _: :, • ' '.. ·) I . ' ' .. •, . • ) . ' j :·, • I• • • ' • 1•,, ' '; • t ~: -.• 

Jewa,a.nci'that moat mediums utilized are erstwhile Jews who, 
, ~ ',: ,:.•I l : 1 •,'\'" , r • ,l~ • • .-, ,:·J-! ;~•'.. \' '.·< .~:f:•,_'·.•;,;;·_,•:•~-, .. •. '•.!~ :_•; '. 1.f_:•~ 

either for dollars or for promotion, deserted their ranks, is 
' 

t~'o \Weli~k~b;,~: :to req~i'~e further pro6i°that ;tlie'•~e~~ 'employed 
·f,, 1· , i.·. • I ,'.,, .; : :-';_'..'. :.-:'·~· . ·•·: ',.' • .. '.1. •,· ·., _'c'( :: .·: '! .' 1, !_• .: , .• no~v are no· different now than the means used in the time of 
•:.••,. •~••';, I, • .. ~ .. ,:,::.;. ~~:·,:. •'.: .. :":· 

., . 
··•' ' .. 

. Ludwi:g IX or Jamee I • · 
J,ttiV\/:J··· r···:.· .. \·:·,-,..: ..... · 1'..~_::_.- ,::.·.;;_._:·· .. : .. ·.• 11 

Polit ioal eicpediency was more than once substituted for 
. , ... ,,, . ! (. ,, ~' ·~~~ •. ·,. :., 
! • "/',·.,t ;, ., • ; ,JI ' • ,. • 

religious zeal by determined minorities or by losing majorities; 

' 

' • 



iiJ. 

the: Jews,. are oonoerned.·· · The:1 masses.< to-day. a.re. as·: easily -in-\r; 

fluenoed,: when:"reli'gious, · •Pr.e juclioee·, :are,. inject ed. a:.r an•._ element, 

as:L.,they were.:in.the: days .of:·Gregory IXj·r.:.Eldere of, Zion·l-ibele, 

blood; aooueatione,: oriee of, .internationaliem~r.as.i.well· ae•:~he:i 

entire., program· of e.iiti-Semitism·;u with·out·.•a: reli•gious.,:t,aok;..' :1·:,: 

ground:1 , .. would:: find: no· aud:ience.-in" oivilized e.t·atee. · But. the 

entire volume of.:modern anti~Jewish propaganda is but a.·new 

edition,,of.the defamatory matter· supplied ages ago. by apostates, 

whioh: should be thrown ~ut: of. oourt. as Chose Us~&~· e, ,_ .. , . 
1, : ;-, Both .Rabbi:_Ye+¥1en and t.be· Hamban ·k~ew that the- ground 

. i 
whereon they stood \\as mined, and olearly eaw the results which , 

were to follow; yet have the generations which followed them 

failed. to. attaoh· the. least. blame to their name a ·for having 

ma.de the replies to Donin and Christiani, as they did. Truth ....... 
is the mightiest weapon of the ages. Justioe is but the hand-

maid of truth. But neither truth nor juetioe can prevail against 

ignoranoe. Knowledge properly seeded will bring out the truth, 

when juatioe will reign supreme. The evident intentions of 

the movers of 

followed; but 

the disputations are recorded in the events whihh 

the moti vee of Rabbi Ye6hiel and Baohmanide s oe,n 
, • ' ~ t • 

best be appreciated now, after the lapse of almost seven cen-

turiee. It v.e.s therefore my eaored duty to translate the dis-

putations in a form and manner whioh will be appreciated 'by 

the student. The duty entailed muoh research, particularly 

in translating the record of the Rabbi -Ye1J:Liel - Donin 

Vikkua~~. as there is practically not a sinsle reference given 

in the printed edit ion ( Thorn, 187.5 ) • The Ramban' s 

-

a 
-
• • . 
• 

I 

i 
. . 



f:ti 

Vikkuaf~, ae edited by St~inacbn.eider ( Berlin, 1860 ) , altho 

a number of referanoea are given, also required much care· 1n 

filling .in omissions and .o orrecting quota1;ione •. · The. intro-
.. . ' ·. ·, '. . .. ,' ' ·. '.' '". . :, ·: ':,~ ' ' : . ' ' .. ·• ; . . ' .", '. ·. ,: .' 

duo~ion covers essential ev~nte .as a background .leading up to 
,,, ..... •.,, -, -_· ·-. '·.-·,·· ,··, ., . ·, .·. ---~· .. __ _, ...... ,. :::·,.-.·'..'·'._•:.i .. ·· 'i'.' 

the disputations •. The: oompariaon between the two disputations 
•• ,. ··; .,.· .. , ' • ,::: • ',. w \. :•."·-~ :-· • ,;/; '.· ·••• ... , ·, : ::·-.~. ... ·, •• 

gives the cliffe_rf:lnt angles _from which each :M'shumod chose to 
. ' . ·, . '· . . . . -, . . . ,, . . . . . . ' 

attack the Talmud and.the people that believes _in it, and 
. l ' , ,• . •. : I .• .- . 

furnishes the striking contrast between Rabbi Ye?!1iel and 

Na~1;manid,ee. The biographical sketches of the chief figures 

iil tlle disputations are given in the interest of truth • 

.. . 
. .. i . . . : . 

.·:,.· .. 

" 

. ; . : 

I;.• .. 
. '". 



/ ,:,·_· • . --·. ,, '.; "('; 1 •·ri.:;. ·•·,· i _t;., ·\···\'}·., '.-' .. ,.: r.·-:;·• :;1, .. ~ ';,-,j~:.- ~.i·,,~ ~ ·•,;·;•:·~ (\•"! 'r ,\ .. !/,-1'"'· 

ae well' a:a· 1n ·e·eoular · aourc'ee/ .. of ·dieput·atione~betv,een · Je,ve · ·•· 
. . 

-, , .. ;.,.~ •., ~·11 ·'.··,\ ,,. ,,. ~. ,, ---~.1~ .. i ~ .-·-·:',. ;•·~····· ,··••l •·~, .. ~ ,·,-,·.~ J·:--~,- .~:.-,•:•-'.J \:i~\1-:·n 
'and. Ro·maJl'e; '· am'·b'et'ween· Jews and' the e'arl~r' Christiana: Moat 

of those,· h~v'~vet,. weri{' i etli';ned;: cl1ijpti.t~ti'6ns , : ~a:, ~he''. :i;h~':' ;6h' .: . ; : · 
j ·, .'':•j . •, , .. ·•.; . , • •1.-, •:' " •_,.-]."• , ;-, • ,l •••] 'l,' I '•, • i • •"'I.• ' 

account of·a' statue, the :i.inage' of ElllJleror··caligula, 'ereot·ed·. ' 
l '!·,1 ·, . , ;·, ,' .. ·• .. 'i ,' ...• .'· ... ' .. ·.. .• ·._·· :· ~- ,. ', • ._' .·. :- .• ·•.i ,•~, '. ,·: i.,· •. 

in.the ·aynagog of Alexandria, to which the Jews took exception, 

arid b~cariae of -~id.oh. they ;d~leg~ted·, Philo to.:he~d' a dep;tation 
•.• ' , !•• : · • • . , .. •:, . •.I · ' •, • . ,·· ,, · .... • I, '";"• :•~ - -, " 1· ·~-'. ,•·, -••. 1 • •. ; ;-

t 6 the Emperor, .. but which' the anti-Semite a. of. the day favored 
· .-:-1 .. ··_·•_· -!.·, .... ·:• ... , .. ,. ,·: .. ·. ,, ... _ ..... · -,-:-.,~-.;, ·.---l·•; ....... 1·•· ... :· · .... _~: .. ·,.~..1_ 

and 'appointed Apion to 'head their delegation; ... or the. refu,;,·i 

t~h~~: o~ ~- si~~~ 
2 

. ~' ~,iA~hahu 
3 

~~g~;~t~, t~-6~ i~ ~i~/ 1 
oonoeption of the Trinity and their Dogmas in general. But ,___--------
,, ,· .... ··. ~. ~.i.i·, .. ;··-•· : . .-_. .... ·.: . . >.:-·· .:·•, -_.·: . . , .. ·r,.•)~ · . .-·:_1{~li'•.:.:·:··;:-, '.,(>~• ::·:;:--.'1··: 
this class of disputations belong rather to early polemioal 
•·1•:,_'·, .:. •·•: .. ·_._.;. ~, •1,•i• •·, ,·,•? .'.~•;·r •••:,•: ~., ,.,,,,,. -~•';1:•••'.••,. ·;.,",'1•,· ·,•t_,_,1::: ·)·•:••,·.• 

literature.' which' beoa.me'·an. ei enient' tii' the . religious' life of.' 

the/ J~\~8 atiouf the fuiddle ·~f th~ second ~~ritut;v::B:.c~·, ~hen the 

· ,.·,.., ··,. •, -·· · ·.-~ - ·-·~'_'! __ .; l ·: -•~ . ,,. '. -·' _- ::.· ·:, '1 .• ·. ':,1 ·:;· ,; ·J·•·· 
the Helleniete·,· and ·evidently. ende'a.''with the a·ocuinent orilled· 
~~ . 

, 
. ·'°, . , ! ... ) -'. ·-. )'

0 

•• ,: ."· • ,;. ; ·:_, ,' • ·'. ·, ,, ; -., • •• -. ·, 1.·.,, ··.' :.'·. 

"De·· Insolentia Jtida.eorum11
· by Agobard th1f Carloriigian prelate 

'·,_··•·,.·.~,;· ·,-. ;.•.·,,.·• ... '.'· ', .·• J, .,· ·.,-, ........ 'i':'_: __ if,:'.' :.-·:·: i·.· i_ 1_ 

( 77~.;.940) ~. Aotua.l harln, po lit ioally" or. eoononiioa.lly ," to the 
Ii·.·::.-..·.· ... •:;:;·: . ·.·: :·•:"~··,· .. - = .• (t·,. ,_ · .. _!:· .• ;:·:1 .. ,, .. ; fl, 

,Tewa as· a result 'of disputations were quite impossible prior , 
: . r,,- ' •. ~ • •.'"' 

, ... :-·,•··: ,. : ·, ~ :, .. 'i.·t:-.· . .- .... , ,· ·- '1 :•: ·,, .. l .. ',-'\; ,.f ·,• . : , , , :· . , , ... 

to'the thirteenth oentury~ ae"the-Churoh·was not·yet·a'poteiit 

'• '. 
\ .. ' 

l. See Philo.'.a Legatio: adJ}aium,, PP• 2C.~46 :i1/l;J.,,e)j,£i~.,_:\ . -· ,.~ ... -~ - ,, '. ,... (,, ~ ..... , ,._ ....... 

2. See Otm1aliaR, VIII. ,Talmud, Yer. Ber •. l2a • ., .11, , . ., .. , .. : . ·, ·.· .. 
',•' ~• , ;.,;, • ,·-I • , •' , ,: ~----. ·, •) -•·• ~. -•~•1 ,,1,,.-,• 

3. See Sha~. 152b. Yalk. Gen. 47 and. Gen. R •. XXV •. 
. ,• . ., 



C'.tiurbh rea·chi:id' its ''lie. ight ~: ;Imioo ent IiI, ,'.after<.'·the; death!• of 

Henry· :.VI ( 1197.) '," oommenoed"t<F;pi'ilach':,arueadea:,aga.inst·,heretice, 
J 

pa':t•t ioularly: agains 1/ t iie J. Mohamme.de.nai~ and hie ,,undi eput ed:'. powers '1 

l'eft''; in' their 'wake"'a'' tra~; ~of -~euffer~ng,, among,. the·sJewa.• When, / . 

a.t·:hia (Jomma.nd~: a crusade waa:: conduoted :, against' the, Albigeneeee I 

'(':··1209 _.;.'' 1223· ) • ·; : The 'Yellow· Badge~- the:i Inquiei tion,. the Blood Z 
. ------ ' 

Libei and ma.n:y. ·other defamati•ons .. are traced· to -the: first. q~r- t.i1~,·£:i{ ------ , 
t'er of the, thirteeht·h century. ' In:1216' the eecular.,,power; of ,,~~~l 0:/ 

. . . . . d••t1l•~ I I I .' 
·the Churoh· be·oame· supreme, for in•,that.,year~; the. fourth',, -

Lateran·: Synod: was held,· which was ·attended: ,by Church officials 

.'f:r'o'nr ·all· :h.lU'op'ean c ou:ntrie·a , who formulat·ea: th·e: do:ctrine that 

tru( Church: is. ahova: the State.· : It• was·. during that>.time -that· ·· 

reaolutforis · were passed ·against the Jewet prohibi:ting them from 

charging: a' high' rat·e' 'of''interest to noh;.Jewi'eh- :borr·owera ,,.: from 
• 

appearing on ·the' streets ozf Easter" d.'a.y, :from lioldi ng' public·; ' 

offioe'''.:and'"forolng· ::,them to ~·.we'ar, m'urks of 'eharn·e ·on their.:·, .. · · I . 

garments. '. England' ··expelled, thei 'Jews I and· Germany: :corit iimed-to ... ..,-.... .,,....-., __ ,,,,_._.-~.-------~ ... .,,---...,-_ ... _ 
pereeuute t'hem, 1:givlng the·'·blood libel as. an -excuse/ altho·,. ·.· 

Iniiooent IV issued' :·an Eid:iot< against belin.ng,2g it ( 1247 ) • 

In 'the :meant.inie:,, the 'Church'·added·;t·o :.its temporal ,:,: · 

powers ale o' the power to•oerie~ the Je\vieli· writings , ·to con-·-
demh what 'it dielicked··,· ·and 'to,,infliot punishment, -upon :thoee-

Jewe<wb'.o·· cla.'imed::·that ·their -writings ·we·re free ::from :any ·evil 

expreaeionsi:a·ga.inet the Christiane,,,., 

.·; .: ;Perhaps:the' :·strangest. phenomenoncof ,that '"per:iod ,;is .:· ,! . 

the fact that it also was the Golden Perio.d o:f'.._ ____ Jewieh schol,µ-~ ;1 
____ .. __ ..... --·•··--·-· ... "." ... _ .. _ ............ __ ... .. ·-·- .,._,,,, •. .. ..........-...J·•--___...-. 

ship in the Middle Ages, And yet, perhaps, that in itself· was 



par.tly ;.the'toauae;.,·of: the. mighty;_attacks: and r,organized::,1efforta v 

. of .,_the :::Ohuroh·;to ·:deatroyi Juda tam, ·,or.-,the ~;Jews i ",or .I both.' i: It ::/, 

was,. then,~that the ·,·great·,.c,ontroverayi:over.tthe1 Sefer::iha,;:Madda:-: ,, 

end·.,Moreh Nebuohim .of iMaimoilidea held jthe attention 1oftal:l 

Jewish, scholars •. , :,ThEh'hunt, against 1heretios;. invaded al.ao !.the·• 

Jewish .habitation arid, ,at least· in· one:•inatanae,' the aidl'of 

the'Inquieition'.:waa::enliated. ,Solomon of Montpellier~:dis

e.ppointed•otha.t hie:cexcommunioation against those who studied . 

the worka .. of-J.faimonidee ( 1232') was·not ata11·.effective, ·· 

related.,·his troubles to Inquisition :headquarters, :with the--:·.,.· .. 

r.esult 'itbat >the .. Church seized :and burned.the iworka. \.'.Thfs:1·:, • · 

incident~- no 1.doubt, :gave, impetus ·to, much ,leas scrupulous i and,: 

much:more,:apiteful · Jews,. or ·ex-Jews~: to <-.bring:.calilmniee ··against 
ti\vi 

Jewish •writings. . Be ~ as:: it may, • the,.-fact: remains .'that ~ he 

year :1240 aaw the ·tnaugura~ion ... of,,foroed disputations., .dee-,,: 

tined in,.the eucoeeding ;_·generations .t·o 'grow,.into .a ·formidable 

li~erature · and .beoome ,the :inspiration.for. cruel :and .murderous· .. , . 

treatment·;of·.the Jew.· ·It is historically eignificant·,to note··. 

that this initial attack-was :instigated· by:a Jew named Nicholas 

... 

,.'. rin the .year 1225 ~; Nicholas ·Donin :had been .publicly, ex- :. 

communioated by Rabbi. Yechiel of.·. Paris for his heretica1111ean

ings. · _He ·ms subsequently :converted :.to Christiani ty,e.nd· in

ducted I into the•,Francisoan•,J;.ordertof•friara. From'.the,time: 

of. hie, :conversion he iwas ,ever animated by a ·vindictive desire 

to bring ,ruin ,and-, dest:i;uctton.,upon his .form.er :.co-religionists, 
. ' ... ~ 

·-. '. 'i· 
..... . 

:'.'. 1• \,.'-· ...... · :; LL~<l.~.'·-. 1 .:i. .. 



that:. has' mot'iva.t'ed· aJ.incuit: every· 1iJewiah \i.p6.stat e;~afnoeh hie·, 'day. 

In: the·:, ,year·· 123··9·•,h~. b>r'ought :td '· the'.: att'eriti'o'1{ 'oif',.Pope; Gre.gory IX 

a'- number of' lrioriniinatlng <>hargee' against 'the .. Talmud·:/ °thru ,, 
• • _ , • ·,. ., • 1 .. •, _ , ~ • · , , _;I '•, ,· ,_. ) • . •- - , ... ., 

wh-ioh: he ·oonvino·ed :the·· Pope that -it waa 'a 'dangerous and blaa-
. . ,. . .• . . . . ' ~ . •· : ' ' ' . , . ... .· ( . ' ' . ' ' '-' ' -~ -~ 

phemilua'work, prejudl'oial! t'ci• the· :v.elfare· of the Church··a.nd 
... . •. ' . . ' \. ' . . ' ·:· . ' . . \ '\ ,, . . · .. ' ' ' ,-, ' . ,. ~. ;, . ~ ... 

Christianity.' :-.-The statements: of Doriin·prompted the' Pope· to· .. 

·iaaue aevera.i bulls 'to·•:the bishop's aria.' kings o~ count:riea:'under 

his lnfluerioe·•which''had a.a th_e'ir purpose the verifioation of 
' .,. ' ,. ,.,. '.. - ,·q•' . :· t • ,-,. -·,· ' • ' • '. • -· •• '.' _\ •,.'. ,".. !. '.·,:· 

the charges against' the 'Talmud~ '· All· oopies were to· be 'aeised 

a.nd1'·ihe 1r·1 oohthnte aubfuitt'ed1 to" the exa.minat:t."on :of'•t~e1 chi-'i~·;;Y ' . 

tian' 1auth6ri ti.ea'~•- i:The Pope~ •. on· 1Jun~·" 9: '· 1239 ~- adci'reseed; bulls 

to 'the' bi'ehopsiiof England·~: ·France~ .. Ca.st'tlle ~'and-- Le'on';:· imd 
,. '" ... f - _; .. . • ,'. .. ., , • . • ' ·'· ·.' ·- ' ·; •: • :· •- ' •. ' i '. . ' •· ,•· . ; .• ·\·' 

on June 20/ 1239, . to the kings .. of l!1rance, En'gl and,' Aragon, . 

Castille';· arid;'t o' th~ 1b iahop anf member a·: of the j•ranoi~ckii: fuid 
', ., '• : i_,_,'. 

• 1 • , • ._ ' _' •. • - ' • •, .• • , , L .: , ; , , • \ I,' ' '• _ ' , • 

any·heed··paidto;theae·bulla~ 'King·Louis the Pious~ (Lu,dwig IX), 
. . , . . ;'\ - . •. , :. - ' • . . . ,-L _. . , ·- ,., . , ·-; ' :. •' : : ,·, .- ·; • .,: . '.·, -~ . 

wa:a · a faithful- eon of ·the Churoh~ who took the commands of' the 

:Pope seriously: and· endeavored -to :follo,v them zealoriai~ in' his 

own· kingdom~: -·Donrn '. ale16' exerted,. ev~ry ~-effort to· ·make,. sur~ '·'that 
,-_ , \ • , , • ' ' • •" . ". . • • • ' ' • •, , . • .": ' .. • .· . -~ • I .• •, • ,'.' < ·, \ '.• ': • •. ~ 

the·papal,edicts'·were 'obeyed iil'every respect.-· In·thia he·waa 
. .._ . ' ' - - . ' . . . , ' ·. . . •- .. ' ,. . ) - . ' .. •·, . ,.. ' ' .. .' . 

aided by the Dominican ·and' Franciscan' friars.· '·Aa· a result, 
• , · 4 • I , ·• I . ,. . . ,,, , f ' , , ,, • • • , • • 1 • • •. _. , , ·, , 

every copy of the 1'almud·:that oould possibly be·· seized·· waa:.' 

brought- ,to :Pari'Ei;'arici'·an''inquiry orgaziizect't'o linvest:lgate:,-ita 

oontentaf:'..',There 1'ia ·b.o '.:fnformat'tori :to be'('hrid !re'gardi~ the/,,\\.~.--
•• -, I '!~'"• ,•, ', .,- ' (• • __ ") "f ;_, ••. ,,,,,,L,_. ,·,,, '- -'i ' ' ·:•,' •'jl \0 Y .. • ,;,:1•~ ... •·.• :• '•:,'. 

details and"method· of procedure of· this inquiry at [Paris, ex-
• _•). • • .. J ~ • ••. ·••• •••: ,", •• -.,,A,,•,••i. •H\•••1,,,,:,• .i, .. ;••,, 1, .... ~,:•r ;\,;,,•,,, , ... f•\••' 

cept irig :·tnat · an \.-important ·role was played'·by ·Eu:a.:e·a·' o:f Cha'.teauroux, 
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the. chano~llor of the University ,Of•Paris, and that, a public 
. ' . . . . . : ".'.;. . .' . ' ~ ,, ', ; . . ' .. ' ':-. . ', ' . , •. 

disputation was ordered by the Ki~. :to be held over the· con-
. ', ·'. '· ;· ·• \,. '. ' . . .· .. •, " ... ,· 1,\, • .',. ·~·.,.·., •' . : .'! . ·,.,..,. .... '..... ," '•./ •;• ,, 

tents ,o.f the Talmud betw.een .leadtng .r.epresenta~i'v:e,s ,of the .... . ' ' . ;. '.. . ·, . ,. . . •' ,~ .. " . ' . ' . '. ' ' .·> '· - . ' ' .• 

Jews and Nicholas. Donin,; · The .. four,,.ra.bbis who were called to 
. . . ' . ' . . ' . ' · .. ••,; . t . J ·~·.;, • •,.; ,:.: • ' • • ·, •• '. ·; •• ' •• ,; • • .. • •• 

de.fend.. the '.1.'almud against the a,c.cusat,iops. of .. Donin .were:. 
. . • , . ' ' , L l~I • •,.,-. •. ·, ,,._, ,., ., . _. . <, : '•: 

Rabbi Yeohiel of .Paris, Habb;,·,J~d,l¥1,b.David of ll~elun,.,Ha~bi ... 

Samuel b,Salomon .and . .ltabbi ,Moses .of ,Couey, , .The. dispute took 
· -. · ·. · ) · • · • • . , • .,, ; :.,· 1' ; •;;. ·,, l, ·.·'.'-;:; ·.... , .. .· .. , . ·;, ·'. ,t • - • . : .· 

plaoe .1n 1240 at .the oour~ of. ,1>,ing Louis and. the chief defen-
·.--· .... • • •.• "l : ••.. • ; • . ' ' 

der of the .Talmud was Rabbi Yechiel, 
, . • • . . ', , l . 

.. . There are .two sources of information that furnish the 
. -; . '. ' . ' ·. , ... ' . ·, . ' . ·. ' . ·' , . ' . : '. . . " 

details ,of this .disputation.between Habbi Yechiel and Nicholas 
:_· . ' .. ' . ' . ' ,. ' .. · .. ' ·, ,:,_ '•· ' . •. ' . : . ,' ' . -

Donin. One is wz:i tt.en in Hebrew, . the. other 1n Latin, The. 
' • ' ' • '.. . . .. , l • • . . • " I ' . :·'• . ' 

Heorew source-. was edi tad in. its totality from .a manuscript 
- . ,. . ,'\ . . . . . . . ,· . . . ' ' ' . . . . ·. . . 

of the .National Library at Par.is in,.1873, under the title of . ·.· - . . \ . ' . . . . . " ' -· . ' . ·, . . ' . . '' ' ' . ' . ,' ' 

Vikkuach Rabenu Yechiel of Paris •. The.Latin source is found . . ·' . " \ ' , ,., : \' . . 

in the La,Pin manuaori1)t number .l.6,558, folio 231, of the Nation-
, • , • , ',." > • , •• I · 1 : I ·,. • • '.. · 1 . • , ', , · ' 

al. Library ~t :Paris.. This last.,manuscript. is less attended 
• ., • ' •• - . • • ' , • •' ! .: ~ ' ,• , •· ,• ~ • ,•. ,., ·,- '. • J • : .•• ' • • . • 

to than the, forme'r, .. altho it. contains much additional· informa-
• . . . , . ,. • ',, ' ~ ' ., I. • , • • _. ·.1. ',· • . , . . . . :_;, • .' 

tion that is of some importance for. a, comprehension of the 
, , , . ',, •f I ..... ••~'.,,,,,•.•,'.::••:•.•.•, ,, , ·;.', • ,', .b 

Christian reaction to the Talmud.,, · It is anti tled Extractio:d& 
'· ., •. ·, .• ··, . . 

de Talmut, and. ~a, oomposed, afte;ri the burning, ot. the. Talmud. in 

(1 12~p, by the ~;der of E~es .;e ,Chat~~W-01"'.,: ~or the purpoee 

of informing the Christian theologians as to the errors, blas-
, , .. , . . ·, ' . ' '.· ~ .. , ... ,, • •'•,. ...... ~ '. -.. ••; ·,'!,·' ' .: .. 

phemies, and .obsc.uritie~ of the ~~lmud ,. ,bec~use :they might, 
I. • • : ... . . • , • ~ • •' ·• ,,. . • ' • ·• " •, • ·. •,• ' , ' ,' '• \, • 

thru ignorance, c9n~ider: i~ a harmless book that oould be tol

erated,. The author. of, ~he. EK~raotione1:1. was., aided by t\:VO 
•. •' !,,., ,' ,. • ,. ',. ',_\ ',.,., ... , ~. ',' ' .. ,,,; ~., ''. ' ., • .', 

Ohri.■tiaa .who were, appa;re,ntly ~ell::-versed. in .Hebrew, .. ·. Nicholas 
• , •. _. • • • , • I . , ,, • , ,·. • '. • ! . • , ..• , ; ', , . , . • 

Donih, no doubt ooopera.ted with them in its composition. The 
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work:1ia made up.,· of_- two i.parta.; ·:: In! .. the first ,part:;.' the,,matter: : · 

e~~~ao.t~di::froro_.the."Talmud is_', eystematioally,,olaaaified'.."under 
. 

a:,d_efi~i ~e; nUlllber~of\headinge., - for•,)example -~·,ithe\'authority :of 

the 1-i'abbie and,;th~ Talmud 1 -:·b1aephemiea in the .•Talmud~-- e·to;•,.::·: 

~d::in,:the ,-eeoond .part it follov.e .::.tho order;:of.•,the ':tracts. tea 

of ~he \Talmud.;,_. :And,:at1,thei.end•·there ,•ie ·,found,• amid :other-'doc

uments, the thir,tY~five chief ·accueat:l:ons ,·,that•:the-Pope i-brought 

against ._the:Talmud, . .with~a oommeritary//the :replies ·of -Rabbi 

Yechiel.and rRabbi Jud.ah,o.t ,tb:e :disputation, '-the· bulls :of' -Pope 

Gregory ·IX•••·am finally.·,the · condemnation ;_of ·;124p :pronounced 2 / 
Li "f. YI P.t-l_ 'j ~, {' 

by Eudea,de.Ohateaurous.,. If"( ~"VI :(;\Uf-l-,.;.,-:.~l'\- d~ ;ot<t./J:1.-.t-tlv<J :vt,,. 
: , .. : · · \The new rmethod·;Of ·attacking. the :.vital: center ::of, Jewish (,.,_,i;'-{ tf~t 

· · ~ri 
'r), ~-1-V, '-I..J , 11:fe,-t-hru _public,..debate.i having-.rece.ived its :etart in.124O,i .. :' 

waa -·again ~reeorted_.·,to '.•by:the· ·en·emi:ea ,of the ·Jewe. :In:,the•···, · 

year, 12,63, another-disputation was •held· about:,the :Talmud, in 

Baroeloria. \t ,_Onc.e -.again, a _converted·'·Jew, named PabiLo Christiano• 

after hie_ ,bap_tiem, :was :the prime instigator of -hos.tile Chrie-

t~a;n. ~ot;ivi,ty ,138~,inet:_ _the· Jewish ;.people. , ,0hr,iat iani> induo ed 

Xi_ng ,_~a~l'ea I- of Arago~ to, summon .. Nachmanides ~ who. was 'rabbi lf 
a~.~; .to ;_come to ,_Barcelona· and there .defend tlle Talmud_-_·_·· -~~rWv 

. . . . . ~~~ 
at, a public •.d·iaputa.tion •. .- ,,.~ChristiJ~JUb,- -who· waa, to ·engage ·in: i7"L I . . . . . . . . . :p.-(,,,.-.0,' 

this verbal duel-; wtth::-Naohmanidea~ felt o·ertairi that,:vio.tori {hi") 
would,,be ,on.hie '8:ide,·,and'. that the' 'defeat ,of ·the·rabbi'\vould" 

lead, .. to' -:~he o.onv.era ion' of.' the . rest,of the Jews, , either. by· their 
' 

·, •:;· :tThere,are~·twoaourc.ea which.,supply .. us· .. with, the'•-inf9rma~ 

t ion, regardi:ne:,.: ,the-., controversy·. at;; Baroe lona. The first ia an. 

• 
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aooibunt of a verbal trial, written in Latin, which wae probably. 
' : -~ 

redacted by the Dominican friars, and the a econd ie a Hebrew 

8!;n1roe, written by Nachman idea himself called, Vikkuaoh ho

Ramban, Auoording to the first eouroe, the controversy took 

pJ.ace on the twentieth of July, 1263, but Nachmanidee omi ta 
' . 

to give the first day of the controversy, but mentions that 
' . '.• ' 

it wae on a Monday, and that the second eeeeion was held on 
.. 

the following Monday, July the 27th. The third eeeaion took 

place on the following ·Thursday, on July 30th, and the fourth 

and last session wae held the· ne.'Ct day, Friday tll~ · 31st. 

The Hebrew sources of both Vikkuchi11 are here trans-
. . . '. : ' . 

lated in dialogue form,. al tho neither .of them \-.ere so edited 

in Hebrew, _for the simple reason that it brings out the point 

of· ieeue between the contending parties µi a more comprehen

sive ·.way, and leaves no doubt ae to what one really sail, 

which ie the ohief aim of .thiewwork. 

With the ex:cep~ion of Verga'e 1
.
1Shebet Yehudah", but 

slight mention is made of the disputations in the Zemach 

David, Seder ha-Dorat, the Shalehelet ha-Kabalah, or Shem 
·, .• 

ha-G'dolim. But the sources of information are of suoh uhar-

acter that no doubt remains in the mind of the student ae to 

the authenticity of the Hebrew version of the Vikkuohim, and 

~an not a:t all be likened to the :fictitious disputations be-
. . . , . . L . 

tween Pope ·sylveater ( 314-335) and the twelve Pharteaic 

doctors before. Emperor Constantine. Of course, there are 

fictitious records of disputations embellished by legend, but 

they all can be easily identified as euch. 

" 

• I 
I 
I 

,! 
I 

,I 

I 
I 
I 

I 
,I 
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B IBLIOGHAPHY, 

Bible 

Genesis, Nachmanides' commentary on, 

Hashmotot ha-Shae, 

History iiotes from Lectures of l?rofeasor Jacob Mann. 

Hesronot ha-Shae. 
I 

Legatio a4 CairUJil,b~ Philo 

Midrash Rabba to Genesis, ~amentatione, and l?rovwrbs. 

Mi dras h Tanchwna to Genes is, 
• 11 Monatsohrift fur Geschiohte und Wissenschaft des Judenth'llm'3, 

for ye are 1869, 1874, 

ivfaimonidee, English translation of his. preface to Yad ha-Hazanah, 
by Simon Glazer, responsa of, last book of 
his Yad ha-Hazakah, 

fl ~·· -~ r.- l f."'"··r·· / t· ) ' I I' ,, 
l'irke Aboth 'l.- 1

~ af'.( "f"tti,.,11::'.:t.:/ l l' ,v.,i.• ~•tfJ~,·vl(,lld f/\ 
' U.t \{l 

l'irke Heoholot on ~Y--~l!lh, 2,L.Rabbi Ismael the High Priest, /tf,i:;, ) 

Revue des Etudes Juivea, Volumes 1,2,3,15. 

Talmud Babli to : 

Aboda-Zara 
Baba Batra 
Baba Kama 
Baba Meziah 
Barochot 
Beohorot 
Hulin· 
~egiga 
Gitin 
Kedushin 
Kethubot 
1fegilah 
liedarim 
Nidah 
l?esachim 

\ 

l 
\ 

.•. --



Talmud Babli to: ( contd) ,. 

Rosh ha-Shana f hi: f'r-Al( 
Sabbath. I 
Sophrim · I 
Sanhedrin [ 
Yebomot 

J . . .. ' 
Toaphot to Sabbath and Aboda-Zara. 

Vikkuach Ho-Ramban 

Vikkuach Rabbenu Yechiel mi-~aris. 

Yalkut to Genesis. 
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CH.APTER I • 

. DISPUTATION OF RABBI YECHIEL 0]' PARIS. 

<A'''FREE TRANSLATION 

Introduotory: .ramarke by the author of 
' 

the aooount as given in the Hebrew t~t~:!9.~'. ~ :·,11 

thereof. ( Thorn, 1873 ) • 

. The dispute t~~k plaoe on Monday anl Tuesday, . 
. ~b~~ . 

Parasha, Balak, the fifth \Jday".l of the month Tamuz, '::_:.:,! ( 1240), 

in the oourt of Ludwig IX, at the city of Paris.• lJioholaa · · · 

Donin, a convert~· who had been, prior to his apostasy., ex

communicated· by the Jewish authorities on a charge of open.· 

rebellion against the Talmud and Rabbinical law, became the 

instigator of infamous accusations against the Talmud, and 

serpent-like, he plotted to pois on the minds of the govern.:. 

ment and the .clergy against the books of the people, so that. 

the People of the .Book ·be driven to wholesale conversion. 

Death had no terror for the Jew of that generation, the univer

sal opinion of the scholars of the day being tha.t, "Better 

are those who· fall by the sword than those who sit desolate 

of Couey were chosen 

, f'.t0b ,o\, ,'i. ,, -;,5 
, 11.lS)I.X ~.~·. p··>t0 

f 
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Donin·, however,. first. called' out Rabbi° Yeohi~i alone, and it 

was he who· proved' to b·e' the: fai thfui messenger of his people. 

Rabbi Yechiel: Concerning what will you dispute with ioo, 
,, .... 

and what -q~eetions will you· ~k me ? 

Donin: . I will interr.ogate youi..:.about an old matter, for I . . . . .. . , ... ' . . . ·. . ., 

will not deny that.the Talmud is more than four centuries ~ld. 
' '. I, j . '. ,. ' , ' . • , ••,• .. ' , • .. I ' • • •· •·'' • · ; . • 

Rabbi Yechiel: . Indeed, more than fifteen 'cent'dlries old.· 
' 

I pr.ay: to you, my graoious qu~en, do not force me to an.ewer 

him,· since he admitted thii.t the matter is of great antiquity, 

~d till now no one 'ap9ke aught against "it. Behold, the 1/.,I- n 
~;{ , ~{'M,vt 

priest Jerome, as well as the entire clergy, know all the ,/;»{, ,/ 
,....___.,,..___. . i'(. L\flitrl\l\ 

Talmudic. laws, and if there waa anything i~criminating in ~hem, f-ii;:,. ii 
., 

he, or they, would not hav_e left .them unnoticed until now. :: 

Moreover, were there not before now priests and apostates as 

worthy as these ? Yet not a word or voice was raised· during 
• ; '! . . . . .. 

the past fifteen centuries by them •. This renegade oontinued 

I 
' 
' ,I 

·I 
' ,1 
' 

::.:::~:• 8:t::: t:8 o:0:hekn:::~::~;;;;;;i;~;::~:~::d' t;:,. • 
80_ \\8 decided to excommuniuat_e him. Why we. were brou~t here, ,tt,r-.:jh'r, :-: 

· rlt,t1~ ·i 7~·1. ... •··. 

before this sinner, to defend our very lives and our Torah, ~/\.(.\:.l,·•'f,C 
we cannot und~rstand. .·· Eve, 'sino e we' separated him from amongi,,f•h\h (<t -

f, ~ · I ,. (·· ~:,.(1-l!i,~·- l 1·,. \: ' 

. . . l, 1··._ '{. I ,• I I 
·'lh :,•.f ""!\.•t' t ( 

, . • .. I 

us he contimues to plot against us; if possible to destroy 

us-, r.oo_t,_etem, an4 br_anch., But his la~or,,is in vain. For ,, 1 Pl '1ttl\. I (l/1 \ 
our. religi_on we will give our ,lives, aru,l if your anger w

1
ill . rJ-fl.,\ .f;.1,.,~w l 

oo~sume w.;, re~ber that our e~ile,d br~1;h~~n are scattered i 1'lr•y ~}J,_ ·: 
to the end of the earth, and that the Talmud is to be found 

. . . '~·· " .. 
'•••, 

in Babylon, Media, Greece, Turkey, . and in seventy 

'1, ~ /h"it~-' (t·t\;t'r;.~ 

other 

f, . u '· 
{( ,i( p-lti{ I 

?'J'f,n{ "rJ.:t.-d-1 i 
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oountries beyond the waters· of' the 'Nile,• Besides~ he who 
-.-,:---

touohes our Torah, touches the pupil of' his·eye.··verily~ 

our bodies are in your hands, but riot our souls. 

. I 
. ·, ' 

.' .. ' ' ' 
,, I 

. ', . 

Courtier: No one will touoh you. 
·, ' ~- . .", 

' ·' '•' .. 

Rabbi Yeohiel: You cannot guard us·. • 

The Queen: Speak no more thus or suoh! We are minded to 
''' 

protedt you and yours. Sinners and criminals are they who 

perpetrate wrong upon you! 
' ' ' 

is the word of' the Pope. 

the disputation. 

So it is in our statutes, and so 
• • • ' • I 

Now answer this man, and do noj; quit 

Rabbi Ye chi el: Who oan force me to jeopardize all Israel 

by my individual opinion or statement ? ·. 

The Priests: . Nicholas Donin, you ask him your questions; 
''·' 

he shall answer you; ii' not, we will see who will protect or 

save them. 

Rabbi Yechiel: On· your command I will make reply, but if• 

I err, know ye that I do not represent the Holy People. 

' 
·I ,, 
I 

,r 
ll 
1 
11 
I 
I' 
'( 

' 
I 

,I 

I 
I 
' 

,, 
,' 
I 
I 

i. •~(.~ -\ ~ , ~--, r.;·· I 

•. ~{~- r_ . Donin: 
' 

Do you believe in these :rour Turim ? 
• 1, • • ·.• · .. /t$~-- I 

. Rabbi Yechiel: · I believe in t'he laws and statutes written 

t~rein, .as interpreted in the Talmud,. which is so called 

because its meaning is instruction, baaed upon the commandment 
1 

of', "And ye shall teach them to your children." But the 

l. Deut. 11:19. 

"' 

I 

,1 
I 
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Talmud ale o. oon~ains Haggad~.,: to aid. ma:n ~-· c,omp~ehendip.~ a 

proverb, and a figure. There-' is als~>s9me wonderful and hardlyi · I 

believable matter in the Talmud. An.,atheist will not, be.lieve , f..~r{.,, 
• . ' . ' • ', l ..:----.--- .. l he 

it at all •.. Concerning such matter in. the !l.'almud I need not 
• • • , .. ;, • ,j 

reply to you. If you. have the inclination, believe .it;. if. 
·' ~. . . ' . ' ' ' ' • ' ,' !, ; • • ., , . ' • • I 

you have no such, inclination, believe it, not, for no, l_aw,ia 

derived therefrom •. Yet _I lmow.that the T~lmudio Sages uttered 

only hone st a.nd true words, al tho, sometimes, it goes over 

the head of the student. Even similarly strange matter is 

found in Holy, Writ, as for example, the speech of ,Balaam' s 

ass· ' . 

Lot's wife becoming a pillar of salt; the stars in . . . . . ' . . . . . 

their course making war against ,Sisera;. the g_ourd. of Jonah 

which came up in a night and. perished. in a n~ght; the body: 

which was cast. into the sepulchre 'of El;~ha .. a.nd. wa.s resurrec

ted a.s soon as i~ touched .the bones. of the, great prophet,, and . . ... . 2 .... 

much more similar: matter .~hich a.mazes.. Indeed, _great_ is: 

he Wh~ can re~oncile the passages in Holy Writ, leet. one 

seeing the apparent. contra.dictions, become. a. destroyer. 
' ' . ·, ' ' ' ' ' " . 

There'!k,pon, it ,is said~ 

thee. for thy profit.II 

."I .am the Lor_d your God that. teacheth 
. . ·- ',,. \_,. 

' '.' ... , ' ' \ , . . . ,God tEJ.ught the Talmudists .a.nd they .. 
, . ' . ·'· . . ·, ' . ' 

derived profit, for. they were. enabled 
. . . . " . , - . . . . ' by His. ~elp to pen-. 

etra.te the mysteries of the Torah, to make plain its paths. 
. 4 

As. evidenc,e, behold: "Death will be destr_oye d forever." 

2. Num. 22:28 
Gen. 19: 27 
Jud. 6: 20 
Jonah 4:10 
II. Kings 13:21 

3. Isa. 48:17 

4. Ibid '28:8 

I 
l ,, 
I 

·I 
. ,1 

l I 
)J 
• l • I 

1 
'i 
,I 

I 

' 
• 

:I 
l 

.1 
I 

I 
;1 
' 
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,I 
I 

I 

,I 
• I 
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6 / ~ ~ ?H·t:};,,; .. ,t 

I ..;,.,, IA.{ ~{ i', 

.(, '• •'/ . 'I '///J: I and again: "He who dies at the age of one hunclred wi be ,1 ·,.,7,-,., •· ·· 

considered young1 115 "For I have spoken to you from eaven; 116 ·t_r-';J•t".,,~_. 1/ 
I. "\1' Ur~(\~ 

and again: "And the Lord descended on Mount Sinii.Y'. "Visiting .Mf ll' ! :, ·
1 

the iniquity of the :fathers upon the children; "i;:
1 and again: J 

. ' ' ' . 

"An Ammonite and a. Moabite shall not enter the Congregation 
9 

of the Lord; 11 . yet David, King ~f Israel, was a descendant 
'-1 lfi~' ~"1 

of .t{uth the Moabite •. :Miee- apparent contradictions are so 

many, that it is impossible to enumerate them. Vlithout the 

Talmud, these difficulties would remain. Thus, it is self

evident that both Holy Writ and its interpretation were 

given ui:ion Sinai thru one shepherd, Moses. The lack of unan

imity in the Talmud cannot be pointed to as one of its faults. 

Vie do find contentious matter, aa when one pronounces a thing 

contaminated and another that it is clean; one permits and the 

other forbids; but the law is established in all instances 

upon the universally accepted principle that a majority rules. 
' ' 

Moreover, without the Talmud, one would find much hardship to 

know a given commandment, as for example, ·the commandment 

concerning Sabbath; it is mentioned in five different places 

in the Torah, piecemealed. But in the Talmud it is all codi

fied. Tradition, as it is taught by the Rabbis, is a ne ces

sity, in order to understand the succinct text of the comma.ni

ments of the Bible. The Torah itself orders to follow the 

5. Ibid 65 :20 

6. Ex. 20:22 

7. Ibid 19:20 

s. Ibid 20: 5 
9. Deut. 23:4 

•I 
i 
i 

,I 

' . i 
I 

1, 
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int_erpretation of .th.e sages, as_ it i~;aaid:_ '',That y,~i_ch they 

will tell ,thee that, thou shal,P do.II , And, _if in ,doubt, the. 
' . ·. ! . • .• . . . . . ' ' . . - . .. . '- .. ." ' . . . • ', • 

Torah orders one, saying: l'Aak .thy father and he _will declare ..... · 11' · · .. ·. ' . · · ... ,., ,· ... · . 

unto }h~:e. "_. , ... At.: times, ~~n tl1e ID:8t~er ~eq~i~~d it, -~ _ :.i 
I 

extra guard was set up to protect a given collllllandment, as 
' .'' . ' '• ... ' . 

in the instance of secondary inoest, the departure being 

baaed up·on: the'. charge of, "And 
12 

ye shali guaxd My charges • II 
13 

meaning, l!Set up a guard ~bout My ~harge_s •1' . The whole of 

which may be_ lik:e~ed to a man who received the keys .. to the 

inner do_ors of a palac,e, but not to the outer. 

both • 

He must have 
' . 

. . 

. Donin: Swear that you will answer the 'truth, and' no't dod'ge 

the questions with false utteranoes • 

. Priests: Swear! 

Rabbi Yeohiel: Woe that I came before you to be judged! 
. .·. .• . ' .· . ( .· ' 

By this demand you have perverted that i,·ihich is right.· You 

have no right to inflict S:n oath upon Irie· on account of this . 

cruel one Is matter' 'nor· oh ac'oount' of his ac cu.sat'ions. In ' 

the 'Holy V/rit, · there 1s. no l'aw vesting the power in judges 

to make contending parties swear unless_ the cause has a mane-
• 1' • 

tary valu~ ,, as it is written: "The oath of the Lord shall be 

10. Ibid 17:11 

11. Ibid 32:7 

12. Lev. 18:30 

117 iJ. Yeb~mot'.~ 21a. 

'1.1 
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. ., . . .14 
between them· both~" But no ~u.ch ·:1a:vi is' ·found; con~erni?ig \i 
ca~ee. w11'iJh is. ~ntirely of a sp:Lri tuai 

1

ruiture •. You have: come· 
• . . . ' ; ,'' . • . . . - ' ' : . ' . . '. . : ' -, . . ' ' . ) .. '. ! 1·· • ; . '. ,: 

hither to listen a.nd·to 'render·a. decision·.·. But ·novi~' after 
'- ,- ': . . - , • - '. . '· '. • ' - • . . ., • . I ' . " .' . .. •• , 

you demand ·froni me somethin# unlawful, I warn ·you· not to sit 

111·jti.c1gih'ent. ·" • ··, ,_·· :: 

, , I • i '. (_ , 

I 
I 

!!.'he ,Queen: I beg of you to swear, nevertheless. 

Rabbi Yeohiel: My gracious Queen! Never before have I 

taken an oath, and I will not now commence to swear. Should 

I only swear, he will be· the first one to call me perjurer by 

denying my cont~ntions, when I will become but a mockery in 

the eyes of the clergy here present. Moreove:c, it is written: 
' . . - : 15 

"Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy Gdld in vain." 
' '. • 1 • . : ; ; , .. . • 

1 
, • __ , ; .: • I,' , ·' '/• , 

There be,ing no need for ,the oath, I shall_ be g11ilty of viola-
.. ' . . . . .. . . . ' .... ' ' .' . ' · .. 

ting_ this commandp1ent if I complY.;iith yo~ co~and. I, _ 
' ' '· •·' ' • •,. I •• 

howev_er, maintain that_ I will tell the truth concerning all 
. . . . ' . ' ·. ,_, ... ·•.,,, . ,, . . ·' .. 

matters I do know; that which is conOea3.ed from lll:l, there are 
• • • ,: I • • • ' • • ~ • , •' • • ' • • • 

among my people far greater scholars than I, for I really am 
' ' . 

. ' ' ·. ... ' . . . 
is their ac custoroo d e e c lua ion. <\l\,~if</1-v,'•-U,;,vr.t; 
~ ............... ~,,,......,,···---. 

'. ' . . ·. . . ' ·; . '. ·, .. 

draw my request, , ••• • I 

Donin: The Talmud decides that one who, giveth all of his 
' • ' ' .. ! • ' '' : • . ' . . • 

14. Ex._ 22: 10 

15: Ibid 20:7 

' t 
' 

, l 



aeed ·to the, burning flame of Molech .is not ·guilty~ :but. if he 
16 

giv.eth.on~y part of his seed,. he .ie guilty;·· deriving~author-

i ty from the ~orah which. employs the, term";of his .seed".· and . 
17 

not ·"all .. his ,seed.11 . · , .•. Who can believe :in such law ? It is 

revo~ ting t.9 the. soul,·. to think that if .one burns part of hie 

children he is guilty, .but if· he increases his .. sin and· burns 
. ·, 

. . ' . 
all of his children,. he ia not guilty! 

The l'rie ets: (Rose up and mocked~'. 
,, 

· The ~ueen: (Took: on an expression of amazement) 

' ' 
Habbi Yeohiel: There will come a duy when you will not 

mook this lawi instead, you· .will r~pe'ft it if it be in yo~ 
. ' 

power to do so. I now know your ways ,which ore contrary. 
' . 

Your intentions are to frighten me. Would it not be better 
.. ' 0:1 '. 

and mare righteous to listen to what I have to say ere you 

make a mockery of the Talmud ? My gracious Queen, I pray 
. .. ' . ..,. .• 

you, listen; wht is a greater sinner, he who kills one per-
' . . . . 

eoni;i_ or he who kills two ? 

• • • • ,•,'.' I • 

The Queen: He who kills two; likewise the el ayer of four 
~ . ' . 

is a greater sinner than the slayer of two. 

: Rabbi .Yechiel: You speak truly. Now there are• four kinds 

of, capital punishment ·prescribed in the Torah,- atoning,· .. : 

burning, beheading, and •ltr~lation. The judges who pronounce 

the sentence meteJ out. the .punishment .to fit the crime •. The 

16. Sanhedrin 64b: 

17. Lev. 18:21 

:Cl 'I 

'tv: . .r, ., 

ik 
i \1 
~l ~1 

·Pl 
' ' I 

' 

' 
I 

,i 
J" 
-jii 

f 
ii: 

\1 
, Ii ,, 
'' 

' I 
' 



9. 

doomed, before the sentenoe o~ of judges is carried out, 

conf~ss1:1s., and when the punishioont is inflicted, he atones 

for. his crime, and thus faces Hie Maker purified. So it is 

wr~tten oonoerriing .Ac ban, to whom Joshua said: "Liy son, 

give, I pray thee, glory to the Lord God of Israel, and make 

confession un;to Him •••••••• the Lord shail trouble thee this 
18 

day." · Thereupon the Talmud declares: "The Lord shall trouble 

thee this day, but He will not trouble thee in the World to 
19 

Come." Therefore, when one is found guilty of giving part 

of his seed to the burning flumes of Molech, the judges have 

the right to inflict the death penalty of stoning upon him; 
. ' 

he then confesses to his Maker, and by suffering the penalty 

he atones for his crime, and goes to face his Makar with a 

purged soul; but if he exterminates all of his children, the 

judges have no right· to · offer him confe_aaion and the · death 

penalty as his atonement for such heinous crime. Ha must 

die naturally, in.his sinfulf:atate, and God, in V/hose keeping 

are all souls, will judge him as he deserves. 

Donin: This people, the like of which never was, are 

shaming.and blaspheming the deity of the Gentiles. And you 

clergy, why do you permit them to. be among you? They even 

say concerning your deity that he was adjudged to be 

scalded in burning filth •. Listen f~ther to what the Talmud 
' ' ' ' ' ' ft) ' 

. relates: "Onqelos the son of Qa.loniqof desired to become a 

proselyte. He went to a medium who called up Ba.lawn by· 

18. Joshuah 7:19:25 

19. Sanhedrin, 44b. 
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means of necromuncy. And he said unto him: "What is this 
, ·, • • • ;·• •-~ ,; , \·:. ':; I .• • 20 · . 

man judged with?" And he replied, "per~,eemen fervens." 
. ' •; "'.' ,•, '/ ••o ., ~ A , \ : • • •-~ ~ t .._ '• •, ·• • • ' •, 

Concerning whom was the question of I What is this man judged 
• 1 ;_·,,' 

with' asked? • 
I,;. ', 

· Rabbi Yechiel: -- Concerning Balaam was. it asked; but. do you 

know why he .was .judged·:.:'per. sem!=ln• fer:v:ens.'-? 

' .. 

Do~in: I do not • 

. Rabbi. ·Yechiel: . I will tell it. to you; because on :the advice 

of·Balaam,.:the people of-Israel c_ornmenced to be_ immoral, as: · 
. - 21 

it is.related: "And Isreal abode in Shittim, 11 etc. He 

therefore was,·judged in such manner, even as it:is written:. 
22 

11 In full :measure 11
, . Which .the'. TallliUd int erprete,. saying:-

11wi th the measure that man· ·measures, it shall be· measured · · 
23 

unto him~ · 
24. 

Donin: The Talmud there continues, saying: "Afterwards 

he_ called up Jesus, an_d said to him: 'What is this man judged 

with?' Concerning whom was this asked? 

Rabbi ·Yechiel:. Concerning Jesus. 
' . 

. .. ' 

Donin: And the answer was: 'With boiling filth'? 

.Rabbi Yechiel:.: ,Since, your s·eparation from .-us,· these ,fif-. 

teen years-, you. have_ been ,seeking. to level .accusations against 

~ '. i _1 , : • ,, , •• 

20. Convert I s quoting is faulty. See Gi tin, 67a. 
-~--....._--......., ~·-- .. ~-~-~~-----------...... ___ _ 

21~ Nuin~ 25·:1 ·· -----·· ·· · ·· ··· · · · ·· · ' 

22 •. Ia. 2'7.: ~-: , .. 

23: Sanhedrin, l00a 24. See Hashmotot ha-Shae, Gitin,56 -57a 
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us, to involve us in wickedness, but it shall not succeed, 
• • r :. ' • • 

. '' •., ·/· . 

for your own words ensnared you, Behold, I will answer as 
.( .. , - . 

• ' ' ., I I ... , : . ' . .. ·; '. ~ ::.,.. :: 
you have spoken, So it is written, ~d I will not deny it 

. ' i •• • ; . • l · • . . ~ .'. ! .• ! ' . l ! • : : • i .. ' -

because of tear of you, For, in truth, not concerning the 
• : ; • , : •• • • : / , ½ , :" '. ••• • •• :. .'r ~ ! : . ; ·: . -: •. - •. : ,._ ,'. ' -

deity of the Bentiles have we spoken thus, but concerning a_ 
; . ·,;,.,, ~!'•. . ·t •. :.•. : : '..: ~ '.-. _l ,_' 7 ••. ;.. ,' , • • 

different Jesus wh~ had denounced the authority of the Tal-

mudic sages' and mookea/at th~m, -~d re f~sed to believe in 
. ' ' ,-. ' 

' ' ' 
'·· .. 

aught but the written Torah, As evidence to my contention, 

behold, it is not mentioned here that it was Jesus of Nazareth, 

but simply the name _Jesus. Moreover, ·if it refers to Jesus 

of Nazareth; he did mote than.deny.the authority of the Talmud, 

for he enticed Israelites and made himself a god, and denied 

the very foune1ation of the ~•orah, It. is· therefore clear 'that 

this Jesus is another,· who did not deny the Holy Writ, but 

did deny .Talmudic authority, wherefore he is punished as an 

infidel in boiling filth, · 

Donin: Ye pri'es ts , mind it in your hearts and see how 

the people who dwell in your midst shame your deity, Listen: 

On the eve of Pesach they hung Jesus. Forty days before the 

crier went for~h abroad and cried. out saying: 1 Jesus. goeth. • 

forth to be .stoned. because he he.th prauticed sorcery, and 

seduced and led Israel astray, Anyone lmowing aught in his 
. iu25 

favor t let . him come and testify. 1 11 Mind the vile na.ioo S they 

call him,-· sorcerer, enticer, and one who leads astray! 

Rabbi Yeohiel: The~• have indeed stoned him, For this ,_,, .:· 

25. Hashmotot _ha-Shae; See Sanhedrin 43a. ' \,' 
• 
\ 
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you·have aba'olved uel', as we ·were not· there.· Meedlesa to aay 

that we cannot be oharged :with what it was then written. The 

more''wonder, since they ha.d'tc atone him, that they did· not 

speak of: him very much• more,' for·, in truth, in ,the. entir.e 

Talmud, save only in that instance, no rnention is ma.de. of: him • 

.l!lvidently th'ey had prophetic vision· that you are to· take' us 

to account· concerning this matter, and· deemed it bes.t to ·make 

no more mention of him.· 

l>onin: Concerning whom, among those who were hung, was it 
.•. 

spol:en of a.a the son of an unfa.1;.thful woman? The Talmud as

serts: "And so they did:t~ the son.of S5'Q,l~ in Lud, and they 

hung h_im on the eve of Passov:3;.' ·S~n ~f ~~a, is he not the 

son of l?andira? The husband was l'appos b. Judah, but the par

amour I s name was :Pandira. So~ of _S~¥,a, was not the narn3 of 

his mother Mary Magdalene?. Yes, but she was called sifa
1
da, 

as people speak of a woman who goes aside from her husband as 
' . ' . ' ,. · · : , ., ; : : : \ · : 2 6 

a Sotah, and thus she was nicknamed St~a." Now, is it not 

clear that they called her pro.stitute? 

!6li-e·rtB1.~·•nops~d' Vfuerefore· did you speak thus of Mary --what 

has she done' to you? : '.. i I. 

,, - Qn·l. 
Rabbi Yeohiel:. Why were you so frightened, and wherefore 

. ..~ .. 
are you angry? Who made you judges over me? Have you for

gotten the verlle, 11Ye ha.;e plowed wi~kedness, 11 27 and the verse, 

26. He~,r,o.not ha_-Sha.f3 ., s1:1~ pa th, 104 b ; 

27. Hosea 10:13 

San. 67a 
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28 
"Hear.~he;·~aµe_ee .. betw~en,,your;_brethern,'~ .... and the·veree, 

IIHe that pleadeth hie cause_.first seemeth just, but his-. . . . . - . . . . 29 . 

neig~b~r, ~Omf!)t~: an_d eearchetll _.him ou tl'.? .. ,· You ehquld_,·not 

listen to him alone. under, whose lips -·is-. the ·.viper .•.a ,venom. 
I '• ' I ' ' ' ·' •., .· .. ,, '• .,. ' 

lfov, :-:iiear nie_: , Y()U;,spo_k~ well; abou~ _her w_e·.,have n,othing::to 

say; .ehe nei.ther: a.inned nor .. transgressed, ne_ediese to add · 
. '' . . . . ,._. . . . . . ' ' 

that . she was bone of our bone .and fle.eh of e>ur flesh. · . For

sooth the _Talmud, inoluding,its Haggadto part, speaks not of 
• • l • • . • 

11!}ry -Magd-a±e,ne-, .mother of your deity, for the one just men- • 

tioned by Donin wae ,a different Mary entirely •. Behold my 
. . ' - . . . ' . 

eviden.ce: . .the.etory,of.Jaeus your deity was in.aJerus,alem, 
• • ' • ' ' I ., • ' ' ' • • ' • ~ .> ,• ·• • ' . ' • • . • , • 

whereas this Mary is mentioned as having been from<Lud, -a,. 
. , .- I , • • ~ •. • • • . , ' • • 

place. in the province. of Pal!3stine; it is not _me~tioned that .. . . . . ' ' . ' ' . ,. ' ' 

so .it was done .to.Jesus .of Nazareth; .th.e. name of,the .husband 
.. , . . - . ' . . .. 

of Mary, mo_ther of Jesus of Nazar~_.th, ~as Jcihn, for so,. it., also 

appears_frpm yo'llr own Gospels, whereas the-husbands.ha~ of 

this 1'1!a.ry_was Pappos b, Jehudah; this lilary is spoken ·of .813 the .. · •,, ,• . . . .. . ..,.. . . 30 

one. who_ died during the,.lifetime .of- Rab Poppa an.d· ~bayj i!,. 

whi_ch was four hundred. years after the story of .Jesus. And,. . . . - . . . ' ' .. - . 

y_et furthe.r evid.enoe that there was another. Jesus. IIEver 

let the lef.t .. hand. repel and the right .hand invite, not like . ,. . . ' .', ·•.',. ,. . . . 31 

Elisha. who repulsed Ge}?.azi with bo.th hands,: .. _and not like 

Rabbi Jehoshua b.Perahiah.-who repulsed Jesus with both. hands. 
' ... '. ' ,, •, ' ' . ' . 

28; De11t·. l :16 

29. Prov~· 18·:17· 

30~ sebi '.ltosphot· Sabbath i94b; Hegi
1ga 4b 

31. II Kings 5: 26. 
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'. ~ . ,', -· " ,. : 
What is the story of Rabbi Jehoehua b.Perab.iah? It is as 

;;; :;;.':::':•' : .... •.·, ,.,,..•:·:· ,-.·_1·; :.·:,: !':'• 

follows: · When King Jar..nai killed our rabbis, Rabbi Je-
~, • .' , • •' , • I ! ; · •. ' ~ , '. .. ,) ; . ,_· 1_ • ,. 

hoshuah b.Perahiah ( and Jesus) fled to ·Alexandria, Egypt. 

~en tranquiii;y w~~ r~~s~~b{ia~ed, Sim~on'·b.Shetach 

wrote to him, 'F;om me, the·~\oly ~ity, to thee~,Al~x~dria 
.1 •· •• ••. C:. 

of Egypt. My sister! My husband stays with thee i and I sit 
.. ' 

forsaken. 1 On his journey homeward he chanced to be in a 

certain inn, where an assembled multitude paid him great 

homage. Jesus stood by llim. 'How beautiful is this hostelry, 1 

exclaimed Jehosuah b.Perahiah to Jesus. Thinking he meant 
• 

the hostess, Jesus answered: . 'But Rabbi, her eyes are· very 
' . . " . 

'. 

narrow.• This angered Rabbi Jehoahuah, and he said: 'Wretch, 
' . ' . ' 

. ' . . 

dost thou employ thyself thus?' and without further investi-
, ' 

gation, excommunicated him. Jesus pleaded with.him on ~any 
' . -· ' . 

occasions to be received again into the fold, but he would not 
' ....... . 

notice him. 
, ... ·, :: , ,. ' .• . I 

One day, while Jehoshuah was praying, Jesus came 

again before him, and this time he was minded· to receive him 
't ' '' I' : • ~ ; . ; . • : < . 

back, as a token of which he motioned to him wiPh hie hand, 

but Jesus misunderstood the motion, thinking that he w'a.a be-., 

ing repelled again, whereupon he went out and hung up a· tiled 1 
cro~a and worshipped it. Then Rabbi Jehoehua came and_pleaded 
·"":--.. • J ' • • f,. ' ' • ,·. • .• ' 

with him, saying, 'Return,' But Jesus replied: 'Thus have I 
I • ' • ' 

received it from my father's house and from thee that, he 

who sine and causes also the multitude to airi,-ia'ilot given 

the 2opportunity to repent.• ·Truly, a teacher maintained that 

Jesus practice·d witchcraft, enticed, .and led the people. ( of 
t; 1: .... _(.n '.>,:· ·. < ·:· .. ·- - · :. ( 

Israel) astray, which seems to contradiot his tiled-cross 
J ·:' ' .' -, ,. i ·· . ~ 

1 , 

~ . ) 

' ' i . 
\' . \I 



one was in the days of Jehoshuah b.:Perahiah, King Jannai, and 

Simeon b.~h~tach·,·. ~limn: Judah b.Tab~ai received the Oral 
. t:\o'r,'G/{ '½n.,,../1\ ... , . ' .. '·', . . . . .. 

Law~ JeJoshua.h b.:Perachiah, from whom Shemaiah and Abtalion 
• 

received it, from whom Hillel the Elder received it, wh~ in 
. ' '· · 33 

turn transmitted it to his son Simeon I,(?: ; , trom who,m his 

son Gamaliel II received it; and it is maintained in the 
34 

Talmud that Hillel, Simeon· I, Gamaliel and Simeon II, 

successively reigned as presidents of their respective tri

.bunals a century before the destruction of the Second Temple; 

Simeonb.Shetach preceded them by two ~enerations, thus there 

have now elapsed 1472 yea.re stnce, the Jesus mentioned together 

with Jannai, Jehoahuah and Simeon, whereas, according to the 

reckoning of the Gentilee, this is the year 1240 since the 

birth of Jesus their deity; consequently, the. Jesus mentioned 
, • • ' ;. . . , • \' ,_:,,:.· :; ' . , r • 

in the Talmud preceded their Jesus by more than two oenturieB. 
. . : ' . . . . · .. ' 

Furthermore, the Jesus of the Gentiles lived in the days of 
. . . : ' . 

' . . . . 

Q.u~en Helen, whereas the Jesus mentioned in the Talmud was 

during the reign of Jannai, who was the same one concerning 

whom it ts said in the Talmud that in the end he was hung, 

: . IC' 

32. Hesronot ha-S~s, Sotah, 46b 
.. • :_.:.·:; \_ i 

33 •. See English tranala:tion .of ,,lifai~?ni~es '. preface to Yad 
ha-Hazakah by' S.G. · · · ·· · · · · · .:. 

34. See Sabbath, f5a. 
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wh~>" woufa. ·p~blicly )>oil a potpourri, ae Jesus of Nazareth 

did. II., Thie.· reference is .ma.de to the Jesus whom Jehoehti.ah 

b.Perahiah repelled with both 
• • hands. Evidently, the deity 

of the Gentiles had an identical name, and was of the same 

place. 

that t~vo persona. of. the. same city and of an identical· name 
.. 

meet with a. like, death; and all know that it ie not an un-
I 

common occurrence. 

:, :, ,, • :". _:.,_ : I ~•. 

The Queen: 
.. 

Why are you contaminating the air you y9urs~lvee 
, · 1,1,:·.··· 

. . ' ·, . '' ; 

. ·. ',' . • • . • ... ' •• ; ', :· I. 1 

must inhale? .Behold, it is to your honor that he said your 
., ,,··.· ··,. i. '~-··· ,' :,·.· . ,i . _;·.'· .. - ., ,,;, : \. ·.·· : .. ;,.•,,.-,. ; ',' '. -:- :· ... . \ 

deity is not judged with boiling filth, whereas you are fo~c~ 
- " . ,•·,1-•-. -. .. ·,;,··:.,: '., ·-. ,··: .·" .. -::.:·.·.: •. ~:~- .. - ,• . ··:·•·; \·:,.'. (,.' ,,' 

ing · to· drag your 6wn shame out of his mouth. And you, do 

35. Pa. 91:10; Hesronot ha-Sha.a, San. l03a. 



17 

you fai thtully: maintain .that. you are telling ,the. truth?. 

•. i· . ... . ~ · .. : '. . . _: 

Rabbi Yechiel: May I so truly retain my life and return to 
I• . • I •" • ' ... ••' ·.,· ... , . - ,, . ' ·,. : ·- ; . . ( :·\; \ _..,: _..,_ . ·:,·; ·,·_ ·,· ·: <' 

myLhome! Concerning the deity of the Gentiles we even did 
{' r, • ' I' < ' • 0 • • ,; ., ., 

• ' ; • 1 • C • : •' · • ' 'f • • , '. ,, : ; ,' ; ',, •; _;, • • '• • j t', •-·• •-~ : • •' • / ' : ' 

not imagine that he be judged with b~i1ing filth, much less 
. '... ', ' ·- • ' ·1 

speak s~ch of him. 
~ • ,. I • r ' · " 

' ·,. :• 

no·nin: · What is the meaning of the T!:l.lmudi c · expre es ion, 

Baat· Kol? 

Rabbi Yechiel: The sound of a voice, as an echo. Since 

prophecy was no more when the dispersion of the Jews took 

place/ the ,Batt Kol; or so'Wld of a ·heavenly voice, served 

instead thereof. 

Donin: Hear me, ye people, concerning these evil-minded sons, .. . ·;' 

' who utter mocking words and give it a guise of piety: "Rabbi 
. ' . . . ; 

Bar Bar Chana, while journeying thru a wilderness, heard a 
~ . . . 

Ba~t-Kol re-echoing the words, saying, 'Woe unto Me that I am 

under oath, and now since I am bound by that oath, who can 

give Me the authority to break it?' When he appeared before 

the Rabbis to relate the incident, they said to him, 'Every 

Abba is an ass, end every Chana a fool! 

'Thou ma.yest break it·, Thou mayest break 
. . ' . . 

•. I' • • ,' L .', • 1, f 

... 

You should have said, 
36 

it~"' 

:t:::::~~: :::: :-::-::~~s:::·: ~:!ii/;:::tr~~kH:
0 

took 

. bre~~· it, ~2.~~~,,.e~b~,.~J. Such is their evil way to tell 
.. .. 'I., '". . ' • i " I ? .. , .. . '· ........ . 

every one who vowed or took, an path that his friend can give 
., . . ' ·: . .. 

' ..... ~- . 

36. Baba Batra, 74a. 
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him absolution; :andi:annually,, on -the"Day -of Atoneroont, they 

oonspire •:to break the .-vows and oaths whioh they -take under • .; . 

Gentile authority,· and therefore·, .·do they not -keep their·vowa 

or- oaths in:dealing. with Gent ilea. ·Moreover,'' ao ·teaches ·them 

their Talmud: • "He who desires that hie vows shall be null 

and void· shall stand: up· on the 
37 

Kol Nidre - All Vows, etc. 11 

Day of Atoneioon t and. say ~ 

: They also rule that three 
38 

laymen may give a dispensation to break all vows. . ,There-. 

fore do this people, the like of· which never was, ever break 

a vow or ,oath when a· Gentile is concerned. . . ' 

i ' .• ' 

Rabbi Yechiel: Woe unto you, courter of falsehood and 
- I ~~--

lies and hater of truth! I shall answer you in olear text. 

Your amazement to learn from the Talmud that Goel regrets 
' His having taken an oath proves- that your mouth reached 

,. ' ' '· .. ·39; · 
evi_ l; is it not writ ten: '_'An_ d it repented the Lord; It 

· :40. 
repenteth Me_ that I have set up ~aul as king?" As for the 

oath concerning the deluge, it is written: "Fot as I have 
. . . - · 41 . ·. · ,, 

sworn that the waters of Noah; this is the token of the 

covenant which I make 
· . , 42, 

between Me and you and every living 
•• ' J 

.•.• 1 

creature,etc. 1
: which evidences that God made the token and 

' ·' ··-: 

37. See Neda.rim, 23b 
• I ' • 

38. See Ibid, 22a; and BeDhorot, 37a. 

39. _ Gen. 6: 6 

40. I Samuel 15:11 

41. Iaa~·-54·=9~ 

42. Gen.: 9:12. 



19 

covenant to remind Him of the oath, so that He might not 

repent it. Now that we are in exile, with you.as our masters, 

with none to offer-,free-will offerings or sacrifices in the 

House.· of His Shekinah, where all peoples assembled to offer 

prayers,· as Solomon expressed it in his dedicatory prayer, 

saying, "More over, concerning the stranger that is not of 

thy pe·ople. Israel ••••• that all.the peoples of the earth may 
43 

know Thy name," why wonder that God regrets it! As to your 

question,'How can any living being break the oath of ~od?' 

Even this was the note of regret in the heavenly echo, "Who 

can give Me the authority to break it," meaning that if it 

could be broken the redemption of Israel would not be de

layed until the Messianic era. This is even the reason why 

the Rabbis . told Habba, "You should have said, 'Thou Mayest,' 

for God took the oath in anger, as it is written,. "Behold I 

will gather them out of all the countries whither I have 

driven them in My anger., and in fury, and in great wrath,. 
44 

and I w:ill bring them back unto this place;" they,. therefore, 

were right in surmising that God,having taken the oath in 

anger, perhaps made it conditional that when one in a future 

generation will say, •' Thou m~est,' the moment he will hear 

the note of. regret in the heavenly echo - B➔t Kol - the 

oath shall no. longer be binding. !l.1herefore did the Rab"bis 

shame him. Concerning your evil question abou.t. Kol Uidre, 

read the text to the end: "And pardon shall be granted to the 

43. I Kings 8:41 

44. Jeremiah 32:37; See also Nedarim 21~ 
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whole Congregati'on of :·Iarael, and to ,the stranger who eojour

neth · among ,theni,• -when all the .. people· tranagreee . ign,orantly; 11 

for we -do not absolve one from vows: or oaths, eave from ,EJuch 

as were ·taken •inadvertently. · Concerning ,three _laymen whO-:Il}BY 

annul vows and oaths, 'include only such as v.ere assumed by 
. . ' 

the individ_ual upon himS~if', and' do not at· all include any 

one else; but vows and oaths taken between man and man no 

one can break, save onl.Y with the consent of' the parties so 

bound by the oath or vow. AB evidence' be~oid the punishment 

of' Zedekiah: "Then the King of' Babylon slew the sons of' 

Zed~kiah in Riblah before hie eyes ••••• Moreover, 'he put out 
.. · ,.· ·. . 45 : , . 

Zedekiah's eye a." . · Hie punishment came about because he had 

violated an oa~h without the consent of the one concerning 
• '} (_l 

whom it was taken. _And, it is further a aid: "That which ia 

gone out of thy lips thou shalt observe and do, according 
· .. · 46,. · ·. · .. _·, . . .. ·. . •. .. -

as thou hast vowed. 11 Concerning an oath we were admonished 

more ao tban all nations, for even when one swears to do harm 

to,-his -own--aelf', he ia ,obliged:to do ao, and· if'. he do ea it 

ndlt hemuat bring an offering; for: it is said:. ''or if'any one 
47 

swear clearly wi.th his lips to do. evi 1, or to: do good;'.' 

whereupon the Talmud comments, saying,. "To. do"good to on~ 's, . 

own self, or to:do evil'to one's• self'." It ie also said: "And 

the Uhildren of'· Israel ,emote .them not, because the princes of 

45. Jer~ -52:10-11; 

46. Deu t. 23: 24. 

47·.· Lev·. 5:4:: ·.:'. 
Baba Kama 9lb. 
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48 
the 0ongregationhad sworn·unto.them.i•.•: . .1·.Ari.d~ altho·the :,· 

Gibonites deceiyed · them, by saying that 'they:. came from :a 

plied: 'Is it because I said the proper thing that I am thus 
'' ,. 

punished?' Seeing that the moon is not appeased, God said: 
_1 _· . . . . ~ " ' 'Bring,for l(y sake, 

.. 49 
the moon smaller·'" 

an expiatory sacrifice, because I made 
' ' 

I . Behold, ye Prie.sta ! lias there ever be en 
· L .... ,1·1' {,~ .. ~t~ ( ~,1 ~}.,(;tv•,,;vt{) ·. • . ·. · .· ·. . · . ' . . · · 

a like people in whose Torah it is written that their God is • ':,. ,.::\w.,_~• • . .) • • 
a a inner and that He commanded that a sacrifice be brought 

so that His sin be forgiven; should not every one who hears 
'' 

this laugh? 

Rabbi Yechiel: You are ,frightened of the moon•.a speech! 

And ,vho gave tlie trees. of .the forest. speech, and song to 

oheer up the courtyard of King Dav id, as . ' ·, 
.. I, 

shall all the trees of the wood sing for 
' ' . 

the Talmud because of like expression? 

it is written: "Then 
50 

joy?" Did you mock 

Ia it not writ ten: 
., 51 

"The Heavens declare the glory of God, etc.?" "Praise ye 

'' 

48. Joshua 9: 18 

49. Hulin 69b. 

50. Psalms 96:12 

51. Ibid 19:2 
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. _ .· .: . .· ;': · :': 52 ;:;, .. :, :. ,:,::·, 
Him, sun and moon." Moreover, all astrologists maintain 

• • •• •. '. • • •• '·• • •,; : ; • -.', ~' • ': • : __ •: .-:• _·. • • '• ' I • ~ 

that the heavenly hosts possess life. As for the sacrifice 
'r , : ,•, .\ ·.,•• . , 

• :, I' . • •\ ' ,_: • ' -• .' '-:' ·;. ::, \ I . . ;_ 
which God commanded to bring, your mocking at it disclosed. 

your' ignorance and your ability. to di~tort plain matter. 

It is. written:/ ,·,And God msle the t;o great' lig;~s·~' the ~eat-
' •; • ',,:' •, . ;• •., , ': ,, • . •.: •. ,"'• •• • • : I , ."• ,•• l • "'" :. •'• • •'. ) ' 

er light to rule the day and the le seer light to rule the 
·. 53 ·,• . ,· · •·, .. ,, ·, · ,· ·,. , ".· · · 

· night.'' . Now ·re~aon within you~ heart,-· why· was one dimin-
. ' 1·,'1 ' \ ' ,;, : _,, 

ished? Wherewith could she possibly have offended lier Maker 
' 

that He caused her to be lessened? At the time there v.as yet 
. : ' . ,, ·, .•• ~~. ';. . . . . -·.' 

no man to make a deity out of her, to say that such might be 
,. . 

' ' I •1• . • I· !·, . 
·, . \ . . . . .. , ;, . . " 

the reason of her punishment. Thus, it can be none else than 
. . , . . . ' . 

,! ,,.. '• 

to say that'·some evil speech was beneath it all. "Evil shall 
54 

not sojour'n with Thee;" and again, "He that sp~aketh false-
, .•.: .. : ·;: , '· .· .. , _ . , .. _ . ., '., . ·.. . .·' ,·:-. ·: . 55. ·' .: ' · 
hood shall not be es tabliehed before Mine eyes." Indeed, 

• . ·1 ~ • 

th'ere· is ;no'rie so ·despised a'.ii~ •-'.~bearabie 1n the presence of 
' t I • . ' ' i 

God as ·the evil informer, as it is said: "Whoa o slandereth 

his neighbor in secret, him wili I 

of ey~··and proud of heart', him will 

52. Ibid 148:3 

53 •. Gen.: l: 16 

64. Pa. 5: 6 .... , 

55. Ibid 101:7. 

56. Ibid 101:5. 
•. • i '. , 

. ~ . - . 

destroy; whoso is haughty 
,C. : · ·:56 .. 

I not suffer;" and 
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it is further eaid:. "Cursed .be. he that. smiteth hie neighb,or 
57 

in eeoret." . .Thus, beoauee. thE3 moon ep~ke evil of he. r 

neighbor, God· oaused· her t_o be .diminished, a. fit punishmenP, 
' . . ·- ',·. ' . '. 

measure for,measure, for an evil tongue, al tho· ehe employed 

refined speeoh, saying: 'It is unbecoming for two kings to 

make us·e of one orown:·• meaning~ of ~'tiurse,· evil ~gJins;t·the 

sun. :N~~erthelees, afte'r she had 'received her just punish_; 

ment and.•waa aehameci of herself for' having committed a sin, 

God invited herrrepenta.nce, so that a11· sinners may find· an· 

example therein and repent. It thus was for a righteous· 

reason that the Talmud writes co:noerning it, "Let ·every 
,.. . ; . 

sinner repent and God will receive him, 11 as it· is said:· 
· " . 58-. 

"Have I any -pleasure at all that the wicked should die? 11 
' 

( .. ,· 

"Let the wicked forsake his waj/ and the man· of iniquity his 

thoughts; and let him ~eturn unto .the :Lor·d, and. He will ha~~ 
· 59 

compassion upon him." And because God f°inds delight in 

letting us know that He favors repentance, He commanded. us 

to bring a sacrifice of appeasement because He did diminish 
' ' . • I 

the moon. ~•his is also as it is commanded in the Torah, 
. . . 60 

saying, "And one he-goat for a sin-offering unto the Lord," · 

which· was done on every new Moon, to appease God, because He 
I'_ •, • 

appe~sed the moon when she repented. It all is a voice call-

ing to sinners to repent. There fore is the New Moon not a 
·. •, 

. l' ' ' 

57. Deut. 2.7:24 

58. Ezekiel 18:23 

69. Isaiah·, 55: 7 .. 

60. Numbers 28:15 
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holiday un.to ·ue, .but :-unto God •. For .us .He• EJ?POinted one :day 

as a holiday, Rosh .ha-Shanah, whi~h ,is also a New Moon~ 

set aside for ·all of us to repent· and be ·received back as,. 

was the·• moon.. · 

' ' 

Donin: !'ou are evil-minded eons, and your own Talmudic 
'' 

laws convict you. 
61 

tiles kill;" 

Why do you say, "The beet among .the Gen-
... · . . ' 

"Gent ilea and shepherds a.i·e neither to be 

' - ' 

61. Misquotation: see infra ( 80). 

62 •. Heeronot ha:;;Bhaa, Sanhedrin, 57 a 

63. Kethubot, 16a; • Heeronot ha-Shas, Sanhedrin 79a. 

64. Sanhedrin 57a 

65. Ibid 58a. 

6.6. Ibid •. :. See Maimonides Reeponea, 58. 

67. Sanhedrin 57b. 
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of. refus,ing ~o obae~:ve the .seven lloaitio commandments,. is_· 

fl'~~L:prope,;ty for Israelite~,: :who, .. ~ taking it, ar~, not .. 
· ·. 68 

bqund,bY. ~J.1E3 ~aw. of. theft, :l'O.bb,eJ.'.Y, ,or,_deoeit;, . I~ the ox ·· 

of an:I~ra~lite gore the:o~.of a Gentile, he is free from 

paying indemnity, but if the ox of a Gentile gore the Ox of 
,•.• I,;)_,,: . ·- ' • \ ,'\• _, 69 •r • • .• • ·:1. 

an Israelite, the Gentile must pay; - the touch of a. Gentile, 

~~en·· of a child: a day old, contaminates wine; 
70 

all rilioule 

is forbidden: 'save' only to ridicule idola~r;; 
71

·· 'c~ttle ~:fui.11 ·· 

not b~ boarded in Gentile stables because· they are suspected 
, 72 . , . 

of sodomy; a Jewish woman ·shall not· remain alone among 

Gentiles because they are suspected of adultery, nor a man 
73 

because they are. suspected of murder; a Jewish woman. must · 

not aot eithe.r as a .mid~wife, nor a. wet-nurse to Gentiles, 
74 

lest she bring up a son for the worship of idolatry; it 
' ' 

is forbidden to.give a present to a Gentile or to admire 
75 

him· 
' 

. 76 a loa:t: article of a Gentile must not be returned." 

,.l' 

68. The co~vert . intended to quote Baba . .Kama 38a 

69. Bare. Kama 37b 

70. •. Aboda"'.'Zara 57a . 

71. M~gillah 26b 

72. Abod.a-Zara22a 

73. Ibid. 

74. Ibid 26a. 

75., Ibid 2Qa 

76. Sanhed.i'in 76b. 
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Now I will uncover your shame and demand from you all your 

blood, so that you will no more speak thus of us Gentiles, 

for it is~ut just to judge you as you judge us, and speaking 

as you do of us, wlio will save you? 

Rabbi Yechiel: The net you spread is sure to ensnare your 

own self. I will have my voice heard in reply from first to 

last, regarding your misinterpretation. You opened by quoting: 

"The best among the Gentiles, kill? 11 Do you lmow the name of 

the Book and the place in such book where your quotation ap

pears? 

Donin: I do not; but Hashi was a great man and a profound 
77 

scholar, in whom you believe more than your I.faster, lioses • 

.Habbi Yechiel: You are wasting breath - - is it all because 

you do not know the meaning of the Hebrew word GOYIM ? In 

truth, the word designates both good and bad; 11 rraise the 
78 

Lord, all ye Gpyim; 11 and, 11 All the Goyim are for getters of 
79 

God· 11 
t sufficient proof that my contention is right. How 

I will tell you the truth; you neither know whence nor how to 
80 

quote. It is in Tractate Sophrim and reads as follows: "In 

war,. the best of the Goyim ye shall kill. 11 And the law is 

"And the Egyptians pursued after 
Bl 

just, for it is written: 

them, all the horses and chariots of riharoah." These horses,. • 

77. The convert here, no doubt, refers to Rashi's comment on Gen. 
14: 7 q.v. 

78. 'Psalms 117:l 

79, Ibid 117:18 

81, Ex, 14: 9 

i 
! 

I' 
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of Pharoah, where did. they come from? Have they not died when 
82 

Eg~'})t was plagued with a hailstorm? But they that feared 
83 

God saved their cattle; and it was those God-fearing Egyptians 

who gave their horses to Pharoa.h to make war on Israel; there

fore d.id Rabbi Simeon say: "In war, the best of the Goyim ye 

shall kill. 11 Forsooth, there is no man righteous and faith-

ful enough, when he comes to war on you, who Will not kill you 

at the first opportunity; therefore, be faster-than he and 

kill him first. And in this there is no discrimination in 

favor of an Israelite, even as it is written: "If a thief be 

found breaking in and. be smitten so that he dieth, there shall 
84 

be no bloodguil tiness dJor him." But the case entirely chan-

ges when you are· the a3gres sor; you must make no war to kill 

· unless[all efforts of peaceful settlement fail. So the · Torah 

admonished us, even concerning the Seven nations: "When thou 

drawest nigh unto a city to fight it, then proclaim peace 
85 

unto it. 11 "Remember such must be done to a city inhro ited 

by mel!lbers of the Seven Nations, concerning whom we were 
86 

charged: 'Thou shalt save alive nothing thut breatheth.' 11 

Heedless to say that in time of peace no bloodshed must be 

resorted to. As for the people among whom we find living and 

protection, it is forbidden to us to touch even a hair's 

82. Ibid 9: 25. 

83. Ibid 9: 20 

84. Ibid 22:l 

85. Deut. 20: 10 

86. Ibid 20: 16. 

I , 
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breadth, . either of. their body or of,,,their property. Conoern

ing bloodshed we were warned more thun any other people, as 
87 . 

it is written: "Thou shalt not kill;" without any difj'er-

enoe bet we en. Israelij'e and any of the other nationals. More

over, the.commandment includes us all; both you and we are 

warned against bloodshed. Now, above all, you must grasp the 

meaning of Goy as it is used in the Talmud, which applied ex

clusively to members ·of the Seven Nati ona, which we re spared 

by accepting peace conditions, as, for example, the Gibonites. 

Thus it is easily understood why, where there are nine Goyim 

and one Israelite, there is no guilt of murder when one kills 

the Israelite, the presumption being that he intended not 

against the Israelite; but this does not permit to take the 

life of a Goy; he is not guilty aft er a trial, where the in

tent is declared to have been not against the one actually 

killed. The same rule applies to homicide, property, lost 

article, or present-giving; it includes only the members of 

the Seven Nations, who are designated in the Talmud under the 

term Goy. But even against them we were charged not to seek 

their destruction, as it is written: "And he shall reckon 
. 88 

with him tha1 bought him." Moreover, these laws of restric-

tion against perpetrating a wrong upon members of the Seven 

Nations, al tho by reason of the peace terms they became 

virtual property of the Israelites, refer even to the period 

87. Ex •. 20:13. 

88. Lev. 25: 50. 
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when we had the upper hand and they were pur slaves. We 
• 

were taught to "support the poor of the Goyim as we do the 
90 89 

poor of the Israelites; 11 

91 
to greet them courteously; 

to visit their sick; 
92 

to bury the ir dead; not to forbid 

their poor from gathering "gleanings 

gotten sheafs," and "corners" of the 

"of the fields, "for-
93 

field; . and, it is 

related that Rabbi Johanan, when a hoary Goy passed by, rose 
94 

up to honor him. To substantiate, furthermore, .that the 

term Goy does not apply to any other national, I need but to 

point out the. following facts: we are observing our Torah 

even today with all our soul; many of us suffer burning, . 

stoning, dro~ing, an~ hanging for its sake, yet all that 

which was forbidden us to do when Goyim are concerned, we do 

in your midst; we W' ere warned not to deal with the Goyim 
95 

three days preceding their holidd.ys; go now in this land 

and see how many of us do business with the non-Jewish neigh

bors even during the holidays; we not only board our e attle 

in their stables, but we sell cattle to them; we deal with 

them as partners; we are left alone with them; we board out 

our infants in their homes, and we instruct them in our T·orah, 

89. Gitin 61a 

90. Ibid, 

91, Ibid; see Tosphot Abada-Zara 20a 

92, Ibid, 

93, Ibid. 

94. Kedushin 33a 

95. Abada-Zara 2a 
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for, behold, there are many priests who can read Hebrew books. 

A civilized people, where the orderliness of family life is 
,' 

the rule, cannot be spoken of in connectioj with unspeakablE 

crimes. Such were plainly spoken of in the Torah itself con-

cerning the land of Egypt whence Israel came forth out of 

bondage, and concerning the Cana.ani tee whereto they were go

ing, as it is written: "After the doings of the land of Egypt, 

wherein ye dwelt, sball ye not do; and after the doings of the 
96 

land of CanBan, whither I bring you, shall ye not do."_ In 

so far as ridiculing 

ship of the idolatry 

idolatry, because the manner of the wor-
97 

spoken of is profane, it is commendable 

to ridiuule it; but otherwise profanity is strongly condemned. 

"All know why the bride passes beneath the canopy, yet he who 

profanes his tongue will cause a good heavenly judgment,even 

tho it be three score and ten years old, turned into evil 
98 

upon himself. 11 And, it is further said: 11 The sin of profan-
99 

ity cause the visitation of plagues to be more frequent • 11 

now, having made full reply, I say: Woe unto you for attemp

ting to harm us L-ri speaking evil of such vile nature against 

us! 

Donin:. Were there not myriads of you eaten up by the 

sword of Bretagne, Anjou -you claim to be, the God 

96. Lev. 18:2 

97. Isaiah 46:1-2. 

98. Sabbath 33a 

99. Ibid ; Isaiah 9:16. 



31 

and tokens of your God? 

Rabbi Yechiel: It is all a:s it was written: "And I will' 

bring a sword upon you, that shall execute the vengeance of 
100 

the covenant." Yet, in the end, when Messiah will come, 

we were assured that "As in the:.p.ays of thy coming forth out 
101 

of the land of Egypt will I show unto him marvellous things." 

Donin: Behold, is it not written in the Talmud: "The 

Goylm prefer coition with cattle belonging to Israelites 
102 

than with their own wives;" and Rabbi Johanan said: "When 

the serpent cohabited With Eve he emitted poison within her; 

Israel, who atood upon Sinai, got rid of the poison, but the 
103 

Goyim who were not there did not get rid of it." ? 

Rabbi Yechiel: The Egyptians and Canaanitee, who were 

drowned in a flood of prostitution were spoken of as such. 

Neither were they upon Sinai; nor have they subsequently re

cognized the 11orah. But you, who did recognize and receive the 

Torah, and, as you claim that your deity did not come to break 

it, add to it or diminish aught from it, that poisoni!, by 

your own claim, is no longer with you and, therefore, no 

assertion can be made that the Talmud spoke thus of you. 

100. Leviticus 26;25 

101. Micha 7: 15 

102. Abada-Zara 22b. 

103. Yebomot 103b 
Sabbath 146a 
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Donin: Uow, behold, y_ou have a. fixed daily prayer of bitter-

ness directed against apostates, priests, and lay Gentiles, 

and according to Raahi's interpretation, it is a prayer for 

the destru~tion of the diacip;Jles of Jesus of Nazareth, of 

the king and-the people, all of whom a.re denounced.by you as 
104 

villainous and wicked. You furthermore adjudged to Gehenna, 

saying: "The priests, that is to say, the disciples of Jesus, 

and the apostate a descend to Gehenna and never aacendthence

from; the Gehenna itself might be consumed but these are 

never consumed, for they are doomed to eternal condemnation. 11 

Hae there ever been a like people which curses the Gentiles 

and their clergy, and use all their power to· make them de

testable? 

Rabbi Yechiel: l!'irat, the benediction you questioned is 

clirected only against two kinda of evil-doers, converts and 

infidels who rebel against the authority of the Talmud; for 

the former we pray that they may have no hope in the camp of 

their new religion so that they return back to our f'old, and 

for the latter that they may be either humbled or destroyed, 

but in no way does this prayer re fer to the followers of 

Jesus from among the Gentiles. 

Donin: 

disciples 

Did not Raahi 
106 

of Jesus? 

interpret the meaning of Minim to be, 

105 
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Rabbi Yechiel: The comment of Rashi is not indestructible',. 

On the contrary, o you not know that his own grandson, Rabbi 

Jacob b.Meir of 0 ( Rabenu Tam· ) and Rabbi Judah· (R"i) 

the Master of Nauhmariidee_,_a.nd other world-renowned Gaonim -------------- . 

questioned his a.uthori t'y and· nullified his content ions ? 

Yet, in truth, aooording to Rashi, I may say that he did not, 

and could not refer to Jesus your dci ty, for no one is called 

Min save only one who believes in Holy Writ and not in its 

Talmudic interp1·etation. Conversely, should I leave it as 

you desire, to say that Rashi referred to Jesus your deity, 
. 

it is but just that hie disciples should be in Gehenna, for 

they entered the covenant of the Torah whiuh was given to 

our fathers on Sinai, as it is so.id: "Neither with you only 

do I make this covenant and this oath; but with him that 

standeth here with us this day before the Lorcl Ol.U' lrod, a.nd 
107 

also with him who is not here with us this day. 11 Thus 
' 

it is obvious· that even those who were yet unborn at the 

time of Hevela.tion entered the covenant. And, because the 

disciples of Jesus formerly were in the folds of Israel's 

religion and had assumed its obligations a long t'ime prior 

to their apostasy, who can say that they we re forgiven? Such 

gross sin, since the~: did not repent, cannot be pardoned, and 

their place is in Gehenna, as it is written: "And they shall 

go forth and look upon the carcasses of the men that have 

rebelled against me;" meaning, of course, the apostateeq_who 

abandoned the covena.nt of God and rebelled against Him; and 

107. Deut. 29:13-14. 
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what will their punis:iment be? "For their worm shall not die, 
108 

neither shall their fire be queuched;" meaning, of course, 

the fire which comes forth of their bodjea will never be 

quenched, which is even as it is said: "And their form shall 
109 

be for the nether world to wear away;" - the netherworld. 

will wear away, but they themselves will not wear away. 

Nevertheless, speaking truthfully, the Gent ilea who never 

entered the covenant, are not so judged in Gehenna. But 

you, Donin, who have been born a Jew and had assumed the 

obligation of the covenant, became a convert to ease your 

burden. Who can ever forgive you? 

The Bishops: Swear upon your Fa.i th if v.e can be saved by 

adhering to our :J.'estament. 

Rabbi Yechiel: I can faithfully tell you _that you may be 

saved even by your religion, if only you will observe the 

seven commandments concerning which you were warned. 

'· 

11he Bishops: Behold, we have ten. ( "IJ\C~v.•vV'v(r IC 

Rabbi Yeuhiel: So much the better for you. But, behold this 

Min, who was charged to observe 613 commandments, even tho 

had he obserYed 612, but spitefully failed to observe the~• 

one, his punishment would be destruction b~ fire, for he once 

was within our covenant.· There is one Gehe1ma both for Is

raelites and for Gentiles who sin with themr bodies, as it 

108. Isa. 66:24 

109. Psalms 49:15 
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is fully written, saying: "i'or, behold, the day cometh; it 

burneth as a furnace·, and all the proud and all thatwork · · 
' . 

wickedness,· shall be stubble; and that day ·shall set them 

ablaze, saith the Lord of Hosts, that it shall leave them 
110 

neither root nor brance." And on the day the wicked ones 

will burn, the righteous will find healing, as it is said: 

"But unto you:that fear My name shall the sun of righteous
lll 

ness arise with healins in its wings." Moreover, after the 

wicked will be burned they shall become ashes under the soles 
112 

of ~u.r f ilet." Thus you have in the Books of the Prophets -
a Gehenna which ends, and a Gehenna which does not end. You · 

lied in saying that in that benediction we refer, when pray-

- ing for the destruction of evil rulers, to this government. 

We do hot refer to this government for the good reason that 
' 

it is not ruled by a wicked ruler. A wicked ruler was 

Pharoah, King of Egypt, who, altho seeing the wonders of God,11 
113 

said: "V/ho is the Lord that I should hearken unto His voice?" 

So was Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, who knew of God and 

yet said: "I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, and 

will be like the Most High." 

116. Malachi 3:19 

111, Ibid 3: 20 

112, Ibid 3: 21 

113, Ex. 5:2. 

114, Ia, 14: 14, 

114 
And, as the Hebrew word used 
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in that· prayer is Zadon, it is indeed self-evident that we 

direct our supplication against such as he, even as it is 
115 

said: "Behold, I am against thee, 0 thou Zadon. 11 So was 

also the King of Assyria, who said: "Who are they among all 

the gods of these countries, that have delivered their,:ioountry 

out of my he.nd, that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out 
116 

o:f my hand?" They all slaughtered Israel, exiled ~hem 

from their land, made war upon them, burned their Temple, 

and decreed daily new tyrannical laws against them, and 

never favored them· .. wi th aught. Upon them, and such, we pray 

that God may bring destruction. But this ruler and the Pope, 

who protect us with a mighty power, who permit us to live 

and to make a living, and give us the right to leave a. rem

nant in Israel in their land, in which we have neither por

tion nor inheritance, and after God gives us life they per

mit us to live, who could ever listen to the accusation that 

we requite evil instead of good? True, this adversary and 

enemy harmed us; but can this be a reason for us to be angry 

at the entire nation? Have we not an example of this kind, 

when it is said: "Shall one man sin and wilt l'hou be wroth 
117 

with all the Congregation?" Such never was, nor will it 

ever be within the heart of Israel to requite evil instead 

of good. Concerning this ruler, it is said: "And thou shalt 
118 

pray for the peac;e of the sovereign." In so far as that 

115. Jer. 50:31 

116. Is. 36:20 

117. Num, 16:22 

118. Pirke Aboth 3: 2 
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_prayer is said to refer.to priests, I may point to a kind of 

priest of whom mention is ma.de in the Talmud: ".Once upon a 

time, Rabba Bc:.r Bar Chana was reported to be sick, and Rab 

Judah and Rabba oame to visit him. While they were discus

sing a question of evidence in a divorce written in a 'land 

across the .ocean,' a :Persian priest came in and seized the 

lights. Said he: 'O, merciful God? Deliver us either in 

Thy shadow, or in the shadow of the Sons 
119 

of Esau." The 
itF 

Persian Priests were called Chabri.i, and on a certain holi-----.... ___ ... 

day of the.irs, they forbid lights in any place but their 

house of worship. Those prdlests were_J>rougp.t ___ t_o Persia by -------··-··-···~-~- . ,. . . '·--~--.. -~~- •-·-·-·~-. --
the Babylonians after the destruction of the First Temple, 

divided into three watches and during each watch God sits 

roaring like a lion 
121 

exiled children; 

and weeping for His desolate Temple and 

The Rabbis have it 

away with the funa.amentals of the Holy 

in their power 
122 

ilri t. 11 

the like of whom never was, have no Torah, and it really is 

119. Gitin··l6b - 17a. The Hebrew text is more faulty here 
than in the entire report of the disputation. 

120. Berachoth Sa 

121 Ibid 3a 

122. See Yebomoth 89b - 90a. 
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a mortal ein to give them a: living, for even their own Torah 

they do not keep, but amend, diminish, add, and interpret it 

in a manner worse than folly. For example, the Talmud tells 

that "Og, King of Bashan, took up a mount three miles ~ • 

diameter, intending to Rast it upon: the ·whole camp of Israel 

and kill them all, but the ants bore thru the mount so that 

his head stuck in its cavity, and he could not extricate him-

self despite his efforts with his 
123 

their Master then killed him·" 

enormous teeth, and I.loses 

Yuchna which la.id an egg 

I there was a bird named Bar 
124 

that drowned sixty cities; Abba 

Saul once pursued a deer which ran into the hallow of Og' s 

thigh-bone three miles without wither catching the deer or 
125 

reaching the end of the hallow; God said: 'They have con-
126 

quered Me;' in the Future to Come they will feast upon 

the Leviathan-meat which was kept in salt since the Six Days 
127 

of Creation; and drin:k wine which was stored away in the 
128 

grape since the Six Da;ys of Creation; Rabbi Joshuah b. 

Levi outwitted the Angel of Death and is still living in the 
129 

Garden of Eden; Adam begot evil spirits, demons and 

123. Barakot 54b. 

124. Bechorot 57b 

125. Nidah 24b. 

126. Baba Mezia 59b 

127. Baba Batra 74b 

128. Barakot 34b. 

129. Kethubot 77b. 

l 
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130 
Wi tch-queen::1 by cattle, animals, and birf~i that he was 

in size as big as the span of the world; that he had 
132 . 

two faces., front end back; that the angels on their visit 
133 

to Abraham ate three tongues in mustard; that the son of 

David will not come until the wall of Rome will fall, be re-
134 

built and fall again; that the \'1 orld will be populated 
135 

entirely by infidel&. Such and like statements call forth 

murmur and amazement from every oim who hears them• Can any 

scholar aucept such book, or any reasonable mind judge its 
1 4· '/ .,.( ., .. , (1,.;' 

value? Such windy matter deserve::to be burnea::· Hespasian 
136 -----·-•' · 

the Emperor did burn their Torah; and in the days of R. 

Judah b.Babba it was decreed both that the ordained and the 
137 

ordainers shall be put to death; and because of following 
138 

their Torah, Rabbi Ohanina b.Teradian was burnt. 

The Bishops: Hearing Donin's indictment, rose up and ridi

culed the Talmud and applauded him. 

130. 

131. Hagiga l2a 

132. Barakot 6la 

133. Baba Mezia 86b 

134. Sanhedrin 98a 

135. Ibid 97a () 

136 •.. ~Jf(N,fJ.. \-'_. 

137. Sanhedrin l4a; 
Abtda-Zara Sb 

138. Ibid l8a 
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Rabbi Yechiel: Donin, you mocked the statement that "God 

is localized in the space of four ells of the Halacha;" are 

you ignorant of the vera e, "And the re I wi 11 meet with thee, 

and I wi 11 speak vii th thee from above the ark cover, :rrom 

between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the· '.i.1es

timony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment 
139 

unto the 0hildren of Israel?" There His llhekinah was 

localized between the two cherubim; in His House were prayers 

offered for all nations, so thut His Na.me was glorified by 

them, even as it is written in the dedicatory prayer of 
140 

Solomon the King; .l!'or His Rouse was be loved of i::l.lm, even 

as it is va-itten:. "The eyes of the Lord thy God are always 

upon it, from the beginning of the year even unto the end 
141 

of the year; 11 and as it is written: "The t.ord loveth the 

gates of Zion more thari all the dwellings of Jacob. 11 But 

now, when it all was destroyed andremains desolate, with 

our God in Heaven saying, 11 1 will go and return to My place," 

there is no space which God desires more than the four ells 

of space a man occupies when he is engaged in the study of 

the Laws of the '.i.'orah, for none other in the whole universe 

proclaim His Name or do His will, save only the one who is 

devoted to His '.i'orah and offers supplications to Him. You 

spoke against the .nabbis for saying in the Talmud that God 

laments thrice daily for His desolate Temple and exiled 

children; remember, you have to tell nm.ch more amazing things 

139. Hx. 25:32 

140. See supra (43) 

141. Deut. 11:12. 
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concerning your deity. But, really, the Talmud added nothing 

to what is written in the Bible, saying: "The Lord doth roar 

from on High·•••• He doth mightily roar••••• He giveth a 
142 

shout." Are there not three roars in the verse? You 

dread the power of the .Habbis to do away with fundamentals 

of Holy Writ! Be not disimyed! Their power is not strong 

enough even to uproot one law of the Torah for all times. 

Only when the need of the hour demands it, as was the in

stance of the prophet Elijah when he offered a sacrifice 

upon a temporary altar to as.notify the name of God against 
143 

the Baali tes, altho contrary to the ~l.'orah which forbids 

saorifioes on any but the altar in the Temple, may the Rabbis 

make a departure from the written law, but as soon as the 

need disappears, the law remains in full force, as theretofore. 

Even you have a similar procedure, when the Pope gives a 

dispensation to the King to marry a near relative be cause 

the need of the hour demands it; but that does not do away 

with your laws of incest. Your questioning of the story of 

the three square mile mountain of Og is not to the point, as 

similar exaggerations are found even in the Bible itself, a.a 

for example: "The cities are great and fortified up to 
144 

heaven." Neither should Og' s mammoth teeth call forth any 

laughter;. it is merely a figure of speech. nevertheless, 

our wonder-working God performed far greater miracles than 

142. Jer. 25:30 

143. I Kings 18:31-32. 

144. Deut. 1:28. 
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the one mentioned in the Talmud in connection with Og; He 

brought the Ten Plagues upon the Egyptians, divided the Red 

Sea, sent down :Manna, brought down the quails ; why then 

wonder at the story of Og? Is it impossible for God to do 

it? i'he bird, Bar Yuchna, which laid an egg that drO\vned 

sixty cities, surely is muoh smaller than the hawk's wing 

which stretched. to the far South, of which Job speaku, 

saying: "Doth the hawk soar by thy wisdom, amd stretch her 

Anak, who come of the Nephilim; and we v.ere in our own sight 

as grasshoppers, and so we \\ere 
145 

in their sight;" Indeed, 

God doth say,' they have conquered me' when the plain text of 

the Tarah is interpreted to mean just what a majority decide 

that it means, for, then God sanctions suc:h decision. You 
' 
' moc:it: at the promised feast of Leviathan-meat and stored-away 

Behold, it is written: "And God created the great sea-
146 

monsters." Evidently, as the plural terminology is employed, 

there we re at least two sea-monsters created, whereas it is 

written: "In that day the Lord With His sore and great and 

strong sword will punish leviathan the slant serpent, and 

leviathan the tortuous serpent; and He will slay the dragon 

145. Num. 13:33 

146. Gen. l : 21. 
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147 
that is in the sea." Who killed the other sea-dragon? 

No doubt, as the Talmud SaYS, God did not want suoh dragons, 

or sea-monsters, to multiply, and to endanger traffio on the 

high seas. He therefore, as the Talmud tells, killed one · . , 

of them. It is moreover said: "There is leviathan, whom 
148 

Thou hast formed to sport therein;" and, "canst thou draw 
149 

out leviathan with a fish-hook?" Both verses speak in the 

singular, evidently beoause the other one was dead. And 

further it is said: "Vlill the bands of fishermen make a 
150 

banquet of him; will they part him among the merchants?" 

It also is written: "And the· Lord God planted a garden, east-
151 

ward, in Eden." Who till now eats the fruits of Eden, or 

who will eat them ultimately, unless it be as it is said in 

the Talmud that a feast will be made when the le via than-meat 

will be eaten, and wine stored in the grapes be partaken of? 

You wonder at Rabbi Joshuah b.Levi that he never tasted death 

and is alive in Eden; ware there not others as, for instance, 

Eli jeh, and the bones of Elisha which resurrected a man that 
162 

was cast in his grave? · When Adam said: "This is now bone 
153 

of my bones and flesh of my flesh" his mind was at rest, 

147. lsaiah 27 :1 

148. Psalms 106: 25 

149. Job 40:25 

150. Ibid 40:30 

151~ Gen. 2:8 

152. See supra ( 2) 

153. Gen. 2:23. 



knowing that he was properly mated; for among all living 

creatures there was found no helpmate for him, and as. he had 

to name them all, his mind was not at rest. It is moreover 

wri tte:ca: "And Adam lived a hundred and ten years and begot 
· 154 · 

a eon in his own likeness, after his own image" which 
' ' ' 

indicates that up till his hundred and thirtieth year he be

got not in his likeness and his O\m image. It is therefore 

not at all strange that the Talmud nade such inference, 

particularly where no charge to the contrary was given to 

him by his Makar. As to his size, is it. not 
155 

written: "Thou 

hast put all things under his feet ,,11 which is evidence 
' 

enough that his size was bigger than the world, which all is 

but a figure of speech to indicate his greatness. As for 

his faces front and back, is it not written: "Thou hast 
156 

formed me ( Zartani ) behind and before." As for the 

angels eating tongue in mustard, have they not dome more 

gross things than eating, for is it not written: "That the 

sons of God (angels) saw the daughters of man that they \W3re 
157. 

in order to abolish the title Mast er and Rabbi Chanina b.Teradian 

were among the ten martyrs who suffered death rather than 

154. Ibid 5:3 

155. l?salme 8: 7 

156. Ibid 139:5 

157. Gen. 6: 2 
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forsake the Torah. Sue h has be en d ecre ed ever s 1 nee Crea- ( 

1 
/,.,,,.,., 

tioni but__not because our Torah was found wanting in aught.- i-z·c,'i1
1

'l1. 
[ ' ' ' ' ' ' , ' 

11 The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul, •• • • • jrt.1 1'7')i',\ 
158 

c,1 .-, the ordinances of the Lord are true."· And our Torah ' i ' II j! I i 7, " _, ,, .... ' 

protects those who study it. May our God, the God of heaven 

and earth, Who made the eea and dry land, and Vfho led our 

anceetors across the Re4 Sea and gave us a true Torah,. have ., 

mercy upon us so that. His Mame be glorified and His Torah 

observed, and be good to us because of His Lovingkindness, 

to restore to us the sweetness of our share in life, and 

gather us speedily in the harbor of our inheritance, Amen! 

'' 

158. 

~J . 
d/\il.11 
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CHAPTER TWO. 

DISPUTATION Ol!"' NACHIJ.AHIDES. 

A Free Translation. 

Introductory remarks by Nachman idea: The Rabbis relate: 

Jesus had five disciples, namely: 1\fatai, Makai, Hazor, Buni, 

and Todah. When Matai was brought for execution, he said: 

"Shall !Jatai be slain? Is it not \'4'itten, 'Uatai will come 

and appear before God'"? 

not \\Ti tten 'Matai shall 

And the reply to him wae: "Is it 
159 

die and his name perish'?" When 

Nakai was brought, he said: "Shall Nakai be slain? Is it not 

written, 1 And Nakai and the righteous slay thou not'?" And the 

reply· to him was: "Is it not written, 'in secret places shall 
160 

he slay Nakai'?" When Nazor was brought ,he said: "Shall 

Nazor be slain? Is it not written, 'And Naz or shall grow forth 

out of his roots 1 ?" And the reply to him was: ·'1!s it not 

written, 'But thou a.rt cast forth away from thy grave like an 
161 

abhorred He.zor' ?" When Buni was brought, he said: "Shall 

Buni be slain? Is it not written, 'Buni, my :first-born son'?" 

and the reply to him was: "Is it not written, 'Behold, I will 
162 

slay thy Buni I ?11 When Todah was brought' he eaid: "Shall 

Todah be slain? Is it not mitten, 'A Psalm of Todah.1 ?" And 

159. Pa. 42:3 
Ibid 41: 6. The Hebrew word l,Iatai, meaning when, is used 
here as a pun. 

160. Ex.23:7 
Ps;. 10: 8. The pun here is Nakai, meaning innocent. 

161. Is.ll:l; Ibid 14:19. The pun Mazor, meaning twig. 

162. Ex. 4:22-23. ~'he pun - Buni means m;y son. 
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the reply to him was, .l!Is it not written, 'Whoso offereth 

Todah as a sacrifice honoteth Me'?'' Thereupon Ra.shi com

ments that because they \W:ire courtiers, replies had to be 

given to them, but the replies: were in harmony with the 
163 

questions asked, which were sheer absurdities~ Like 

replies I am here ohroni-ollng, beoa.use similar questions 

were asked of me by Pablo Christianb in the presence of the 

king and his counsellors, on whose corruiiand the disputation 

between me and the convert took place at Barcelona (1263). 

Nachman.ides: I will obey the command of the king, if I 

may enjoy free speech. For this ~avor, I beseech 

king and friar Remon and his associates here. 

Friar Remsn: On condition that you speak not shamefully. 
·:r 

' • • • .., ,l! 

Naohma.nides: I do not desire you be the cen~t~~t1;;~-e~eof, 'l ----·-------
as I must express fully ·what I have to say in this dispute, 

as youuare expressing your full deaire in connection there

vii th. I understand how to express myself ethically, but I ----------
must express the prompting of rny soul. 

All: You have our permission of free speech. 

but the customs of their respective re_ligions. I do not de-

sire to dispute in this honorable Court save only uoncerning 

163. Sanhed. 42b 
See Hesronot ha-Shae. 

'1 ,, 
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' ,' 



= 

48 

matters whioh are entirely decisive. 

is really God or a real man, born of man and woman; ( c) ts 

the true Torah upheld by the Jews, or are the Christians 

practicing it? 

Pablo Christiano: I can prove from their Talmud tnat the 

Messiah, concerning whom the prophets testify, 11£:.s already 

come. 

Nachmanides: Before we 

ask you to enlighten me: 

things which you cun never substantiate? 

Pablo Christiano: But the Talmudists did believe so. \}v:,·.L-1·1 .. ·.:" 
-:· 

/,..N=~~~~e~: I am very much surprised at him, al tho I di~i·::/'l'v; •Ji• -~ ii; 
/hear· that he made similar statements to the Jews of many /\~f'.///:::C::t >,;; 

I places, Let him answer me: Does he o,ontend that the Tal- ,:,'::':.'/ vi~'., : :" 
\ mudists l)elieved in Jesus, that he is the Messiah, .and that ~,,., · 

/ they believed that he was both, man and God, iet.~~~i:s..\~P.}Y 'l.-•11 ·'l\.v:v.\~ '. : 
I I \ '), ),•--, '-
\ a ma2:_~-~ as the Christians think? Is it not a fact that \ i.i"-' · \ 
', ~ . " ' 

\ the· Jesus affair was during the Second Temple, and that he I",!. .}/;r.1. ~~<J 
, was born·and·was killed before its destruction? Whereas the;' '.f\'" >'·.·q 
\ Talmn4ists, such as Rabbi Akiba and his associates, and the i n·rr f· .. :1 

! ', t, 

\lviis~aists •. such as Rabbi Judah lfashi and ~:bbi Nathan;, were/ , -· ' ,1 

\ I\Jl ... ) :t;,sl I ·\ ,., (;'"1 ~," 1,r !.' •• , -~•·/), f ;, ; •¥J VJ l , f ;- I 
t ~.,'.dJ t"ir:.~1 3.1:,.1 }1(.jiv'~f-... ~\_~· f 1 ... t f\.;'-'v f~ · ..... t ...... , , vv -1 , ~ .. 1,~1;' ! ~j VM~l'; ,.,r;,. ,.,;:,{'-~ 1 tt.i, /~·l.,. ~, ,1-.,),. ' • . ~ / ,~ XI , I ...... l,'l"~--. l \:,,1 

.,,, "' ~ " . , . ...._ . . . ·1 
,, 1 ,. ~,r ,. . I, '· ; c l r . .' 7·· . J 
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after its destruction. L-Iore so, to men~ion Rab Ashi, the 
I 

compiler of the Talmud, who lived about /five centuries after .__... 
the destruotion of the Second Temple.· If, as Pablo Christiano 

avers, the Talmudists believed in Jesus, in hie Meesiahship, 

and in his religion, how is• it that they remained within the 

folds of the Jewish religion and custons, they and their 

children and their disciples, and lived and died as Jews, 

even as we are today? We ourselves, who were instructed in 

the Talmud, foilow its interpretation of the religion of 

Moses, and ell that which the Talmudists observed and inau

gurated, we adhere to until this day. For the whole scope 

of the Talmud is no more than to teach us the commandments 

and the Torah, even as the Fat~~rs received the instructions 

how to follow the Torah in the Temple from the prophets and 

from Moses. If they believed in Jesus and in his religion, 

why have they not done as l:a.blo Christiano did, when he 

claims to understand the text written by them better than 

they did themselves? 

Pablo Christiano: This is a lengthy argument calculated 

to destroy the debate. But notwithstanding your views, hear 

what I have to say. 

Nachmanides: But this is clear evidence to me that he wi 11 

not say anything consequential; yet will I hear what he will 

say because the lord our king wills it so. 

Pablo Christiano: Behold, it is written: "The sceptre 

I 
I 



ago, and because he \\8.S from Judah's seed, the dominion is his. 

Nachmanides: The prophecy is not to be understood that way; 

it means that, as long as Israel will have dominion, it will. 

be the heritage of Judah, so that if it ever be destroyed, it 

shall be returned to Judali. . .As evidence, I point to the tact 

Israel had any government • 

the. dominion • .As for a people in eB:ile, it is needless to say 

that it has no government; if there is no nation, there is no 

ruler.• 

Pablo Christiano: During the periods you mentioned, al tho 

they had no political power, the descendants o-.r Ju:luh had do

minion, for so the verse in :the Talmud was interpr.eted,saying: 

"'The sceptre shall not depart from Judah' refers to the exilarchs; 

and 'nor a law-giver from between his feet' refers to the 

' 164. Gen. 49:10, 

.. :,, 
'. 

' ,- .: ·. 
: '1 ~.' ., f· 

'i 
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165 
descendants of Hill el who· ins true t · the public in the Torah." 

Whereas today even this form'of dominion disappeared completely, 

for. there is none among' you now entitled to be called Rabenu, 
166 

our Master; · even ·1n referring to you a.s Master, it is an 

error, nnd you a.re assuming the title :falsely. 

Nachma.nides: The latter part of your sentence is not part 

of the debate, yet even this staitsement of yours is untrue. Ha

benu does not menn l.lacter; Rab is the wo_rd for it; and without 

the traditional form of ordination, the Talmud calls a learned 

man Ha.b. As for myself, I confess I a.m ne 1.ther Master nor good 

scholar. Nevertheless, let me inform you that the meaning· of 

the ~1almudist in interpreting that verse is concerning political 

power only. You are uninformed in Talmudic Law. You may possess 

a bit of knowledge in Ha.ggadah, which you have acquired. The 

subject of ordination, (Semicha}, mentioned in the Talmud, con

cerns procedure in luw, which is but right that any man exer

cising judicial power should have such authority conferred upon 

him by either the reigning prince or exilarch. Therefore, in 

Diaspora., descendants of the princes of Judah, who had influence 

and some power at the courts of Gentile kings, had the author

ity to confer such ordination (Semicha). Such was the practice 

for over 400,years .after Jesus. And it never was thought of to 
I 

have the Semicha.conferred only upon descendants of Judah. But (X~t 
'cf 

what the prophecy promised is concerning actual political potency 

165. Sanhedrin 5a 

166. See supra (137). 

,· 
I 
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and power.~/ Nevertheless, as I pointed out before, in Babylon 

the~' had no dominion; and during ·the Second Temple, when the 
,___-

Hasmonean priests reigned,· Judah had no form of power,· for even 

the power of appointing presidents of tribunals and exilarcbs 

was in the hands of ~he government • ..., e,J,.-r-•,.f.,l;,/e,,1,W) ... 
1 / i ii /.,_ . ' ! \ • J ,, l1I ,, ,. ~tJ 

Pablo Chri~i~l!~t/•~·~tis V i~Y'!!e; · ti:1

\0~1:tg;~r,::~ ~hat do-
~ ' 

minion would not end, but it could be interrupted for a time. 
,'; 
' I ··\ , .. i.,,U 

Naohmanides: .Behold, your majesty, Pablo Christiano has 

decided the dispute in the light of my words! 

<ivv 
Pablo Christiano: I rendered no decision, for the interrup-

t ion o seventy years in Babylon is but a smnll matter, con-

sidering that .there v.ere many who had remembered the First 
167 

ple, even as it is related in the Book of.Ezra,· which can 

be considered as a vacancy for a time. But now, since there 

is no dominion in your hands more than a thousand years, it 

must be considered a complete elimination. 

Nachmanides: Now :rou are repenting your admission·,that that .. , . . 

' ti.,;._ 

which can r~turn i.s. no~ co~1~t,~ elimination, and that. the \Vords 
_ • ~-. ,· •• ,_ . , A ,,(;v,,i, .,..,.; .._,\ .;, r . <V)~. ·v, d, ·• - -~~ .. 

of the prophet cannot be divided between a long and a short 
. '\~_ ..... ~ . ., ..... , .. •·--·~··~._....-.--...._ . . . . ' . . . 

period of time. Furthermore, the periods I mentioned are long. 

Moreover, our 1!1ather Jacob, peace be with him! dtd not assure 

Judah with dominion over his own tribe alone, for he gave him 

the government of all Israel, as it is \\!I'itten,"Judoh, thee 

167. Ezra 3:12. 
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168 

shall· th~ bretherh praise;. an.d as it• is also written: "For 

JuCl.o.h prevailed above his brethern. e.nd of him came he that is 
169 . 

the ruler." And behold, after the death of Solomoh, Judah 

ceased to govern all Israel, as it is written:· "There we.a none 

that followed the House of David, but the tribe of Judah only." 
170 

Thus, it is evident that what the prophevy means is that it will 

not be eliminated completely for all times. The tI·uth of the 

matter is that during the period of exile it is neither elimina

tion nor cessation, because it is not on account of Judah, but 

on account of the people; and the prophet could not assure Juctah 

that Israel will not be dispersed so that he could rule over 

them all the time. 

Pablo Christiano: !he Talmud itself conceded that the Messiah 

has already come. and here is my evidence: "A carte.in ma.n was 

plowing a.nd the ox bellowed. Ju.st then a.n Arab passed him by 

and asked him: 'Of what nationality art thou?' Ancl he replied: 

'I am a Jew.' . Said the Arab:; ~ _If so, let loose thy ox and thy 

plough.' ( as a sign of mourning ). Said the Jew: 'Why?' Said 

the Arab: 'The Temple is destroyed.' Said the Jew: 'How dost 

thou know it?' Se.id the Arab: 'I knoiv it from the.bellowing 

of thy ox.' While they \..ere thus occupied. the ox bellowed a.;. 

gain. Said the Arab; 'Harness thy ox, pick up thy plough again, 
171 

for the Redeemer.of the Je\"IS was born.'" 

168. Gen. 49:8 

169. First Chron. 5: 2. 

170. I Kings 12:20 

171. 1Iidrash Raba, La.m3nt. 1:15'7. The convert quoted wrongly. 
corrected text translation made. ''/; ,t,;;_;;· /\{;-~:-~~:~-- ,· .::, 

J u., if'"' . t,./..:"x ' " -· 
I 1-·tp1, \ 
;' ·~ . f 

I ; I :. 
I I • -\ 
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Nachmanides: I do not b.el ieve in this Haggadah at all; yet 

it is full support to .my contention. 

Pablo Christiano, · See! He denies their own books! 

Kachrnanides: . Truly, I do not believe that. the. I:!e.ssiah was 

born on the duy of the destruction of the Temple, and :the. Hag

gad9:h which gives out the story ia either untrue, or has a 

secret meaning known to the wise. Nevertheless, will I accept 

it in its plain form, even as you stated it, for it supports 

my contention •. It asserts that on the day of the destruction 

of the Temple, the Messiah was born. If so, Jesus is not the 

Messiah, as you maintain, for he was born and put to death be

fore the destruction of the Tomple. In truth, his birth took 

place nearly two centuries before the destruction, but even 

your own reckoning admits that his birth took place seventy

three years before the destruction. 

Pablo Christiano: Became dumbfounded. ,,, 

Gill~~- J~f1
i~~"~!~ate ~ow is not concerning, Jesus. 

question now under discussion is: Whether the Messiah has come 

already or not? You stated that he has not' come, and your book 

states that he has come~ 

Nachmanides: You run away with cunning, as is your custom 

in legal debates; nevertheless, I will give my answer llere: it 

does not say that he came, but that he we.a born. On the day 

Moses our Master, peace be with him! was born, it can neither 
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be said of him that.he c.!3111e nor that he.was a redeemer; only 

when he ca.me to Pharoa.h with the com,1and of God, saying to him: 

"Thus ssith,th"e8L01'd, the God .· r 
then he came... Lil~ewiae, 'Wien 

172 
of Israel, 'Let My people go, '" 

I.• J·-,.; ' ., '' .. ,.,,1 >·11 ' 
!l;.• "\t~·· ~: " " ·' ,1l 

the Messiah will1,,o'ome. to .the Pope 

and say to him: "By. the command of God, let my people go? n then . . . . . . . . . . . 

will he have arrived.) T~ll this day he has not come and is., 
. . ' \ . ' . ' . ' ' ·, 

therefore, not a Messiah at .. all. 
••. 

When David \VSS_born, he waa 
--.. ..... 

neither king nor Meas iah; but whe.n Samuel anointed him, he be-•, 

the anointed of God. 
',,,. . . •l 

\1/'h.en Elijah~nvest the Messiah ,.\ :;-came 

God, then will it be··-said:~~~:i~!n L ' .. ',:, i'.! 
: . . i;,,'--i V f,,(t··•··•·., '., : ' l 

with 
11 'g . r _,ww,, \/11 \,,v, •,,,x' vv< ....... -- ·. 

th cor:una.ndments of --. ___________ .. __ ,,., ... 

Pablo Christiano: The chapter, beginning with the words: 
173 

"Behola, My servantcshall prosper?" relates to the subject 

of Messiah's death, of his being turned over tothe hand of his 
. . . I . . , . • : . . . 

enemies, of his being buried in the same grave with the wicked, 

even as it happened to Jesus, do you believe that it relates to 

Messiah? 

Nachruanides: In its true sense, the chapter speaks for our 

people Israel in general, for such is the accustomed way of the 
174 175 

prophets to say: "My servant Israel;" ·11My servant Jacob.".:/ 

Pablo Christiano: And I can prove by the li:t~t_~_me1rt..13 of t·he'i/ 

own scholars that it speaks of the Messiah. 

172. Ex. 5:l 

173. Isaiah 52:13 
53:1-17 

174. Ibid,41:5. 

l 75. Ibid 44:l 
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Naohmanides: It is true that our Rabbis • of blessed memory, 

in the Ha:ggadah sermonize on it with reference to Messiah, but 

they never suggested that he would die· by the hands of his enemies; 

for you cannot find in any of Israel's books,• either tl,le Talmud 

or the Haggadah, that Messiah, eon of David, would ever be 

killed. or turned over in the har.d s of his enemies, or be buried 

with the wicked. Even your Messiah, whom you created for your

sellfr. was not so buried. If you desire to listen, I will ex

plain to you the meaning of this chapter. 

All: We do not desire to listen to it. 

Pablo Christiano: It is related in the Talmud: "Ro.bbi 

Jehoshua b.Levi asked Elijah: 'When will the Messiah come?' 

Answered Elijah: 'Ask Messiah himself.' 'V/here is he?' 'At 

the gate of :dome, among the sick. 1 He went there and found 
176 

him." That proves that he has already come and is in Rome, 

the Rome where Jesus reigns. 

Nachmanides: Is it not apparent from thts very Haggadah, that 

he has not yet come, since he asked Elijah, 'When will he come'? 

Moreover, the same Haggadah relo.tes that Jehoshua b.Levi asked 
177 

Messiah himself: 'When will you, my IJaster, come'? 
I •. 

Being so, 

it is evident that he hue not Jet come, but that he was born, 

as it is plainly stated in the Hagadoth; 

ing thereof to be so. 

176. 
i j#. See S · ed. 
i,j 

l 77. Ibid. 

98a. 

1. 

I 



'"' 

57 

The King: If he was born on the day of the destruction Of 

the Temple, since when more than a thousand years have gone by, 

and he has not yet come, how can he ever come, seeing that it 

is not natural for a person to live a thousand years ? 

Nachmanides: Altho the stipulated conditions of the dispu

tation were that I should not debate with your majesty and that 

your majesty should not interpolate during the disputation, I 

will, nevertheless, diverge enough to !day: Adam and J,Iethuselah 

each lived nearly a thousand 

ceeded them by far, enjoying ~1~;0:::.:~ijah 
The King: But wh'ere is he. now? 

and Enoch ex-

Nachmanides: This is not relevant to the disputation, and 

I am, therefore, not obliged to answer you. Perhaps you will 

find him at the gates of Toledo, if you will send thither one 

of your runners. 

·:, ;' 
. .'·!:.1:-: 

' . ' ' . ,.' ':: 

The King: Adjourned the disputation until the following day. 
.i.: '.~:'. 
,1 ,; 

•I•,;( 
1 ~ ;, ' 

Second Day: The king, a bishop, and all the clergy, ,.E:'.~:-~~- ! ''.){{ .t~}: 
. . ... , f ·. .. 

sore and leot1:1_:1:~rs, am a large number of Jews and Gentiles / '};_,i·•v_. :··d 
gat:h;;-;~---~--the cloister, where the king ordered the disputatio

1
n ~ ti_}/;: 
l v,,.,_ \ ; 
/}, l t LJ ~ ':~}~ 
t' p. J ' .:i,\ 

) .,rj t••J L : : ,. ._};,, 
! ._,, '·. 
i 
\ 

to be resumed. 

Nachman ides: 

Pablo Christiano rose to sp ea.k. 

My lord, hear me! 

l'he King: He will speak first, for he is the plaintiff. '--· 
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Na.chmanides: 
', I , 

Let me make a clear resume of my opinion con-

oe1·ning the Messiah; he will then be able to reply accordingly. 

The King: Gave his assent. 

Naohmanides: Hear ye all nationals assembled: Pablo Chris

tiano asked me:"Has the Messiah, of whom the prophets spoke, 

already come?" I said:"No." He thereupon produced a book of 

Haggadah wherein it is stated that on the day of the destruc-

tion of the ~•emple the Messiah was born. I said· "I do not be-
' 

lieve in that Haggadah, yet it is evidence for my contention." 

I now desire to explain why I said that I do not believe that 

Haggadah. We have three -different kinds of books, namely: The >i t 
Bible, in which we all faithfully believe; the Talmud, which 

is an interpretation of the commandments of the Torah, for the 

Torah contains 613 commandments, and there is not one of these 

which is not fully explained in the Talmud; and the third book 
. 

we call lilidrash, that is to say, sermons. As, for instance, 

the bishop here would deliver a sermon, and one of the audience 

would write it down because he liked it. The be lief in the 

Midrash is optional. If one believes in it,it is well; if he 

does not believe in it, he does no harm. There are among our 

scholars those whose writings tell m that Messiah will not be 
' . 

born until immediately preceding the end of our exile, when he 

will come to deliver us. Moreover, the name Haggade.h, applied 

by us to this book, meansthat it consists .of folk tales. There-

.,·}-?11 
' ~ '' . ,'; 
· I.• . 

. ·: .\,, 
: •:/ '.!;ii 

·'• 

' l I ' • , I ' 
'·: .. 

fore do. I not believe that the Messiah was born on the dcy the ,: !,'. 
' ,. '·/ 
: -:- ' j' 

\j~ 1 
<: . {-
·. ·., 1 

' 
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Temple ms 
I 
1 

its literal form,~s you suggest, for it supports my contention 

that it does not ~efer to your Jesus , for he was notI1born~. on~: 
. I 

that day, and the J whole inter.t:!st 
,-.:.-----""--••.,,~_.,,,., ..... -. -. . 

' by a long_ process( o-£ intervening 

" ~ . I ' , any of them, asked: "How can it 
~---~--~···•···· ·--- --.. .-4-· 

, nature of man to livea. thousand years?" Now I will make my 

reply clear: Behold~ Adam lived 930 years;· he died because 

had sinned. Had he not sinned his life would have been ext en- V::•-} 1 ,·}:,i , :j 
(l. c~•-1· i> : • l :.: 

- -• I .f •.' ded much more, perhaps forever; and both!.t,he.:iewe and Gentiles [i:'.;,-.. ( , ', . ,r 
. t•(.{, . ,, ) ' confess that the.s,in of Adam will be wiped off when Messiah's ·., ,·,; ,,,. ) ,: ' :!.~\ 

era will dawn; this is in so :i:'ar as we ourselves are concerned; 

but the sin of Adam never rested upon the Messiah; he, there

fore, remained immune from the visitation of death, and can 

live a thousand, or thousand.a· of years, or rorever. Even so 

the Psalmist avers, saying: "He asked life of fh.ee; Thou gavest 
178 

him, even length of d~ys for ever and ever." Your majesty 

again asked: "Where is the Messiah now located?" It is stated 

in Holy Writ that Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden, but 

when he sinned, it is said: "There)fore, the Lord, God, sent 
179 

him forth from the G,:::.rden of Eden. 11 Messiah, who was · ab-

solved from that sin, was not subject to the punishement; thus 

it is established that his place is in the Garden of Eden. 
180 

Even so was it asserted by the authors of the aforesaid Haggadah. 

178. Ps. 21:5 

179. Gen. 3:23. 

180. See Supra (176). 
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The King: 

1-s- in Rome?· 

' 

l 

Have yo/scholars 

60. 

not said in that Hagga.dah ·that:the 

Nachmanides: Not that he is located in Rome, but that on a , .. : .. ; 

01rtain day 'he oan be seen there. Elijah told.Rabbi Jehoshuah 

that he could find him and see him in Rome on·a: certain day. 

The reason -he saw him there is given in the 'l1almud; but I am 

disinclined to repeat that reason in the presence of this gather

ing of many nationals. I will, however, impart it to your ma

jesty in private. 

The King: Consented to hear that reason in private. 

Haohmanides: JJessiah will remain there until he destroys 
181 

it, even as it hnppened with Moses, who was brought up in 

the house of ~liairsohl. until, in the end, he saw him and his 

people sink to the bottom of the ocean; and even ms it is said 

of Hiram, King of Tyre: "Therefore have I brought forth a fire 
182 

from the midst of thee; it hath devoured thee;" and even so 

it is au.id: "There,;sha.11 the oalf feed, and there shall he lie 
183 

down, and consume the branches thereof." Moreover, in elabo-

rating over this Haggadah, it is said: "Messiah will remain in 

.Home until one man will say to another: 'Here! Have Rome and all 

its possessions for a penny,' and the other will say: 1 I have 
184 

no need for it.'" Are you ( spe a.king to the King and to P~blo 

181. Ibid. 
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Christiano, the whole audience now listening age.in) acknowled

ging that the sin of Adam will be annulled a.t the dawn of the 

Messianic· ere., even as I stated? 

The King and Pablo Christiano: Yea; but not as you express 
·,, 'j?·;.~(·. 

it ..... The idea is, that 
. . • I 

as a result of that sin, all <l:escende~ ', 
f 

to Gehenna, but in the days of the Messiah it was annulled,• 

because Jesus brought them all up. 

Nachman ides: This statement of yours is in harmony with 

what our 

evidence 

country folks say: "He who desires to lie, claims 
185 

in a far-off place." There are many kinds of · 

puniahmenteG mentioned following the sin of •Adam and Eve: 

"Cursed is the ground for thy sake •••• thorns also and this

tles shall it bring forth to thee ••••• · in .the sweat of thy 

face sbalt thou eat bread••••• for duet thou art, and unto 
186 

dust shalt thou return." II And unto the woman He said , •••• 

'in pain thou shalt bring 
187 

forth children." · All of these are 

now as they were; everything which we can see or feel with our 

senses were not wiped out during the time of your Messiah, 

185. See Rabenu Asher, Shebuot 41:19. 

186. Gen. 3:17-20. 

187. Ibid 3: 16. 

. .. 
)\ l 
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God to punish _the righteous with Gehenna on account otf the 

sin of Adam. 1ly soul is as near to the soul of my father as 

it is to the soul of Pharaoh, Btcause of Pharaoh's sin, my 

soul will not go into Gehenna. But the punishmen~s were physical 

My body is from my fa.their and motmr. V/hen it was decreed that 

they suffer death, all their generations forever are by nature 

mortal beings. 

Pablo Christiano: Yet I will bring evidence that the 1'.fessianic 

eea has already passed. 

Nachmanides: I pray to your majesty, hear me! Our debate 

is not rooted in the Messiah, nor are our fundamental differ

ences lodged therein. In truth, to me, your majesty is worth 

more than l,iel:laiah. . You !lre a king and he is a ki~• You are 

a Gentile king and he is a king oyer Isr a.el. The Messiah is 

no more than a king of blood and flesh, as you are. When I 

serve my Creator with your permission, in exile, suffering in 

subjugation, stigmatized by the populace and shamed by them 
' '. 

constantly, my reward is indeed great, for I am offering my 

own body as a sacrifice and thereby I will merit life in the 

World to Corne , more and· more. But when there will be a king, 

an Israelite, established by authority of my own Torah, ruling 

all peoples, Iwil_l be f_or.ced t~ stan~by the religion of Is

rael. Then will my reward not be as great. But the foundation 

of the dispute and differences between Jews and Christians 

rests upon what you say is to you the pillar of divinity,whioh 

makes the subject difficult and bitter indeed. You, my lord 
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our king, a Christian, son of a Christian father and mother, 

have heard priests and preachers speak of tho birth of Jesus; 
. . r 

they have filled your brains ond saturated the marrow _of your 
. . J 

bones with it, therefore, it sta;ys with you as a force of 

habit. But that which you belie'fe, and which is the prop of 

your faith, cannot be accepted by reason, nor adopted as a 

force of nature; the prophets have not foretold it, nor can 

the miracle thereof be elaborated upon, as I will demonstrate 

by conclusive evidence in its place and time. The Creator of 

the Heavens and the earth and all that is therein, becomes an 

embryo and spends an antenatal period of ( seven) nine months 

in the womb of a Jewess. He is born on infant and grows up; 

then he is turned over into the hands of his enemies, who 

pronounce upon him the judgment of death and do put him to 

death, when , as you say, he re turns bacJ to his original eta te: 

The Jewish mind, or that of any other man, can conceive no 

such thing. Your words, in speaking thus, are vain and folly • 
. . 

This really is the basis of our dffferenoes. Yet, if your 

desire be such, we may also debate concerning the Messiah. 

Pablo Ol)ristiano: And do· you -believe .that .he came? 

Nachman ides: lfo; and I believe and know that he has not 

come; for there never was a man who said, nor one concerning 

whom others said, that he was the Messiah, save only Jesus, 

and in his Messiahship it is impossible for me to believe, be

cause the ptophet said conoerhing Messiah: "May he have domin

ion also from sea to sea, an:l from the river unto the ends of 



64 

''And they shall beat 'their swords into plow-shares and their 

spears into pruning-hooks; nation shall lift no sword against 
;_, ... :,: ··:· .. ·.:.:,,, ·. ::,: .. ·.> .. , ':,:.':., ,'.:·,191,•·,.::> '.: ,: 

nation, neither shall they learn war any more;" whereas, 

since the day of Jesus until today, the world is full of vio

lence .and robbery,. and··the Gbristia11a · shed more blood than the 

rest .. of.the- nations, and commit•more .adultery~·too •. •How hard 

would it :go .. ,with your majesty. and these your,:troopers i:6- there 

• • r ., ~ ~ -,• , . •. • 
,,! .. l ! '• \~ ,,_ 

,' ''!" •.. 

• • l • • ,,-
• . ,l, • 

188. Pe. 72:8 
' 109·.·· .. jar :··i31: 34· · 

191. Ibid·2:4 

, '. ' ' ' ' . . ',. -.. ·. ,. 

' 



would be no more iinstrU:otioris :.iJl··the. art-"of warl > :The -prophet 
'' ' . ,. 

also says ab·out· Messiah: "-A.nd,he:sha.11 smite· the'1larid with the 
192 . 

rod of his mouth; th_ereupon, ~ollllllents _the H,aggada.h, the very 
. : .. · .. ·:':, ,· ,, .. , ... _·:.:, ..• :J;, __ ; :;:,I,:·····, :'.:·,_·, -~ :\·· "';_··.i, ~::~~~.,-::·. >" :_ '/' 

book now in the hand_ of :Pablo Christiano, saying: "When a re-
.. ,. ,, ,'.'':. . \,, .l.: _::.::-.tJ:•·:_~u ,·._.;,··.·: :•~•1:~·.:~/:;• ;'. -c.,._,:·::: ,_"_\'., -..-:·;.:-. i_;-~f;~ ~·; ·:'·. 

port will oome h1to the King ¥essi_ah that a oertain sta,te re-
. .· ·;_;'.1_--!_'.', •:.· :',:.".·.1 ;-,, ,·:·,.'·: :·._:., ·,. . .-;'<l __ :•::: ~-•. :. :;.:·:'./., 1_:"~~1':.,>'. 

belled against him, he will merely say: 'Br~ng. a ·swarm _of 
., : ,'"::· -_:,:•.,- -~ '.'_ •... ' ; .. ~ '.::· ·• :_: -\·i;i, ', J";,· .... 1-·,:: ,'·::._ :_ ! ~ -·~::'. .~-~ ::•· :_;;_,· 

grasshoppers and. let them destroy it;' or when it will be 
..., : • • ., ' 1 , 

,, ' .. • . 
reported to him that a oertain district rebelled against them, 

;• ,•, • • , I • • • \ , , l .• . . 

he will merely say: 'let a swarm of flies come upon them and 
· ;·_.; ·,193 · ·. :·::.:'.-. ,( i.·.:.· ·.··.,·~~ · ·-'' -~ 

devour them." This was not what Jesus lid•; and you, his 
'• .. ,, •' 

servants, find. mounted horses to be of g~od service, an~ some-
·:.• ,., i._:" ~ ~ t _ , , . ' I ' . 

times even those are of no benefit to you. 
• . '. I ' 

'.,'' 

And. I still have 
.1 ' , .. •;' 

' 
more evidence from the words oftthe prophets to convince you. 

:_' ,; .· ·: .- ' ', ·. ,•._ \·. (; _.'~- ·.': 

· ·.Pablo .Chrllstiano: ·-such'-ia•:his··wayl \lie makes,lenghty speeches 
·, ' . 

' 

just: when. I have ·something .to ask him? 
!, ,, : ' . ' ' .. 

Th~_King: Pablo Christiano is the 
..... : . 

inquisitor. 

· •Pablo .. Christiano: ··Behold .. their soholars ·.said ooiia er:riing, ·· 

Mestiah: · that •he: is 11ior0 ,este'emed- than the angels i.and this• is ' . ' 
impossible .to. be .with any o_ther save. Jesus,. who .. is ... both .the,. 

Mesaiahiand•God himself;·lfor ·even so:·they interpreted the verse: 
194 

"le-shall be··exalted and lifted up, and shall be very high,• 

192. Ibid 11:4 
I;"· _:(_\•,\ :-:_;:,::-~• 

193. See Supra (183) 

194. Is. 62:13. 
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saying: ·'HershalJ.. 1be·,·exalted,ab·ove Abraham; lifted .up,above 
195 

Moses; ·and very:·high, even.·higher :.than , the angels.'" i;; 

~ ' ' 

"~d iJ ,. ~S :.·, · .. · :··: r ; : i~ ,. 

Na.ohmanites: Our scholars said it quite often of the 
• 

1>~ •. :. / 1 "{" ·•, .· '· .. -· ·' r•• .• , ... ' · ·,' I ... :• · , ', ,', , ; t ·,·<.·. '·.··· ,··1 . . · .• · ... ·: ; .. .... ,, ... . ~- ·-·· ·, -
righteous! "The righteous are greater than the ministering 

I 196::•,. '. .. · 
angels;" even of the people of Israel ie it said: "Israel 

197 
is held more dear••tha:ri the·ministering•angele. 11

··.: .... Aefor the 

meaning of : the Hagga.dah wil: th· regard · to Messiah, ·it is · th ie : . 

Abra.ham made -proselytes~ and preached :to the' nations faith in 

God, and opposed Nimrod· arid vas not :afraid, of :b:"'im;: .. Moses ex

o·elled "him~ for. he, in his · me eknese ~ s toodr a.gains t • Phare.ob the 

great,: wicked l!ting, without·showing any deference for him, ·and 

smote ,him with •great -plagues and· delivered.Israel·-from·his hand; 

the angels~. too are ·urging· the redemption of •:Israel, as it. i-s. 

said: "And there -is none that ,.holdeth'W.ith me,:againet·these,• · 
198 . . . 

except Michael yourprinoe;"·- •·and:it is'aleio said:"And now 
199 

will ·I retui·n to' fight with the>prinoe .of: Persia.." But 

the Messiah will excel all thee~ i~ his performance, for his 
.·.', .1.,. • •, : l • • .' ' .' : • '. • 

heart will be exalted in:t'following the paths of God, and he 

will come and -command the ·pope and the kings of all nations 
.: ';·• ·,. ·•. i ; ; . • . ' \ ·;:. ' ' ' ,1 ;_·, :.·. :"· i ' . j ' 

in the name of God, saying: "Send forth :My people that thew 
. . .. . \ , l I ,,; ' ~ '. . ! . ' ·I 

,· ·.-: 
' , - -~ • I ~, ' 

. •' ,. 

195. Sanhedrin 93a, based upon Dan. 3:25 

196. Hulin 91b. 

197. Dan 

198. Dan. 10:21 
'•. ,; ,.) 7.•. 

199. Ibid 10: 20 
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may, se,rve Me;'' ,~nd :lie •:\Xi,~~ ;_~e~f.9X.lll _mlll1;y ::~d :-;great . si,gna ._,and., 

wonders in ,theiri»midet, for. he .will .not,,at. all, fear· them~ and 
. · .· !j'.-•. ,.' -::. • .· ','i.'. •. ~!,,, ·.;.'·:.,· •~~\, • ,i; _. \,, • · ,, < , · · • · 

it is ht1 .. who .. will. remain in ,Rome ,l1Jltil he will ;destroy ,it. , , 
,_ • •. • • • • I ·, •, ',/ • ·'• \ • • • " •·• .- •· • • • • ,, ' • j '>.. • • . ' • • . • 

And,. if you ~are V?illins te>.lis,ten,. I ,am ready., t_o interpret ... · 
; ' : . •.. • ,- . I ' > • '. • • • • ' ' • • ._... • ' • • -. . • ,L " • . - • • l -. . < • • • • .•• ' • • -.. • • 

the entire chapter. 
I• • ; • • • : !• : , ; ) ~ :, < ." I l > 

.••. 1 

. Pablo Christia.no·:· -:•,:1 aii(riot.'· ·But :h~re:'ls aiiother Haggadah: ... 

"The Messiah· prays. for' Isra~l that'. God. m.ey . fotgiv~ their' sins, 

and that he 'takes upon himself to suffer. afflictions on con

dition that· 'the resurrection take' place :lri' my days i and not 
only for .the _dead of my genei·at,ion .. do .,I pray, but even .for ... 

,· ,.'.• '" <'. -.'· '..!. , .. ,.·:. ..• V .: f•·.,,:. '..,:.· . .' ... , ..... : '.·._.- '· ..... ·.' ,., .... ,-. /A--·! 

all V!ho .~ied ~~l'!:C8; .,.~\d~_W.• /3vez,i_.11nt,i,l ,now; mld 11:ot __ on+y to:r -those 

who died u. natural _death, 'but, even for those who were cast 
, . •· , ;, . •·· ' ,,;,._. • ' .• ·'. . . • . , ' l • •-; • . •. 

into .t,he s~a .apd wererl_drowµed,. or, who,,were devolll'.ed by wolves ., ,, ·. •.· .· 200 .... '• , ...... · .. . . . . . 

and other beasts.'." Behold,, the ._euffering .which. the Messiah 
' • ',~ t' • ~- • '-' - • •. • • ' • 

took upon hiirs elf is the putting to death of Jesus, who re-
' . • . • • . . • ' ·1 • ' ,-. . ' • • . '. I ••• ~,_ ' 

oeived it·upon'himaelf by his· ·own volition. 

Nachman ides: .. Woe to. him who ,feels no shame! , All this 
,· i -, .'._ i l , '·' ' - ' •.. 

Jesus did __ not. do;_ .he dtd _not resurre_cit the dead since Adam,, 
. . ' . ! ! :_ ! .. • . ·. t. ·: .. : •' ., ,, ~- ' .. "• .. ·; ' . 

neither did he do aught of all. this. Moreover, the prayer 
: \; ,' ... /~ ' '-~ :. .'. : ; '. . ,·· : ... ' . •; 

proves that he is a man and not God, and it is not in his po-
.. • • ~ • ( i '.. ·.-• • • •, • ; • • " ••• : '. ' ' ' • .' ' ,•·, ' •• ,· .. ';. '. ' 

wer to resurreut the·· dead. As for the s e'lf-asswned suffering, 

it· ls-!a. reference to the>':paili th'~ ·1Jess'iah' suffers' bec~us-~ 'h~ 
. 

is delayed so mu'ch, ae'eibg h'is"people in. exile· w':i thout t'he 
• • - • , ' • • I ' • ·• " ;· : • • ~. , •. ·, • ' • • , ; ; , • • ' • °;" "' , •· , . . ,.. . r , . 

power to redeem them, seeing those who serve that which is 

not God•, s'eeing how' they: deny him and: a.ocrept' ruicrther 11'.'iessi.'ah. 

200. See Midrash Mishle 9: 4. 
- Also'Sanhedrin 9-Sb; J?esahim 54a; Nedarim 39b. 



Pablo Cbi-i~fti~b:'·:• .Bih6ld.'/ Dani~l Ei'~id: .:,,S~v~rity·we~ks:1 are 
,';'.'i;_ ('._./1:·~:.;:-~;.-·:; •:,')t': .·,_•j',•,·., ·: :•-, .. '.·,·,.; i·-~--)·1 '.:-·;_ .,_.--,,•,-· .. , -;,~-~•-" · 

decreed upon thy people and upon the 'holy oity; to fl:nish the 
.·- . · .. ··, ~ ... :_::. c .• _;;·; ;:t.••;ri'i',,: ... ,:.·1t•;•-·,:·, -:_~-_: .·.,,., "'.) ,··· .,_, -'>· 

transgression, and to· make a.ri end· of 'sin,· and to· 'forgive·· ini-
.. •.· . .';' ,·.· )) . -,~_,:•· •• 1· ·;_,·,1_· .•- ·,_ ::~·!· :-: 1_i . '; •,·:.~. -,; ';• .:1_•· -. • _.i ,' ,' • ,,, ·. 

qui ty, and to bring in· everlasting :righteousness, a.rid to seal 
_; -• .. · .. ·';'_•:.:~•-l·;]~.-- !:~~ · .. c:,_·:~ ;~:.,; ··c•~•-~:,,,., ~ ·~···,,:·,··.·: ',, ·'.-~Ol:,.._. 
vision and prophet, and. to anoint' the. moat'::1holY place. 11 ' ... 

,·, • • ::.'.· __ ·.-i .. _,_,. __ ;·.: -~:~ --:.· ·-·!i,:. ·:. l. ,·_:,.·_· :._·,, _ -, ;-.··;·;_·.,,,· ,··.· -: . ·: ·:, ... ··. . . .. 
Now this seventy weeks means seventy times seven years·, total-

. . • . : . ' ;' . ;• , ' . ·. ... · .... : .. •'. .,, ... ' j ·, .. ' . ·. ' . '_ ' ..... ' . ' _. • . . ' . 
ing 490 years, which are. made up of. the seventy years· o'f the 
:·· . ' ' .:•·.. . '·., < . •· . ..,, .. ·.', ·,. . ·1·. _..:- '. • ' • ,, -... ···- . • ' 

Babylonian exile and of the 420 years' duration of the Second 

TeJJtP.le; and iito anoint the' ~oat holy: pla6'e" 're fera 'to Jesus. 

• Naomanides: , Vias not Jeaus .&ii<lt1times seven .years before, 
-...· -' . . . . .. ,' . . • '. · ·J, t , . ."· , ,' ." •, !. , ~; I '. , 

according to. -;t>'llr .. :r,eck,oning, and at least ten times seven years, 

even according to your reckoning? As for us, we lll,USt accept 

plie former ffgure·,: which is .baaed'upon'the· testimony of0 'the· 

m~n .. of, ¥a O'flll gene~at io~, wh.o. kne.w .him, fln.~ . o'! him •. , 
• • .. • • .. . ., . . • -·. ( • ' J, 

Pablo_.Chriatiano:. So it ~ve:s aooording to our reckoning; 

for the succe~ding verse aa.y~{ "Know therefore and discern, 
. • • ; ,'' • . _. . ,. -. •, '., \ . . > .-- ,·, " ; l . '. l : ' ' • ',•. • . , ' ,:_- \ 'l '. . '.•, • : 

thatffrom the going forth of' the ·word· "to re·at·ore and build 

J~r~s:~'i~m. unto:. one '~noi'nte\1.,' i pr'ince ~·· s ha11 · lie · sev ~n· weeks ;·,;
202 

<· . : . : . . . ·; .·· ..... ' . : .· .. :· ·: .·'' ,:. ' '. ,. ' . ,· .. 
the anointed., ·the. prince, is Jesus • 

. . ,Naohmanides: .. This., to,o,. ia .. a gross, er~or •.. The. very, verse 
• "I . ,, • • • •• • -.. . . ' ', ',.. ,,\ . • • •'. 

divides ,the sev~n~y. wee~ .mentionecl,, -in .the. prec,ed~ng verse_; 
. ·' . . ,.. . . ,, . . . . " . . .... ,: '. ' . . , . . ., ' ' . . .. . . 

it subtraots therefrom ,the time unto the anointed prince 
• • • • •· •• • • • ' • • • -. • ' ' • •- • • • • •• • ,' ·, • '.. •• ' ' • '•- I • • ••• •· 

s~v~n. we~.k-~; it then figures .. t~_e _sixty-two weeks when "it 

;shall ,,be built again, with broad place and moat;" and in the 

201. Dan. 9;2_4 

202. Ibid 9:25. 



the. suooeedirig varae1 :i.t 'llUJilb'ers •'6ne·'weeic when··"he shali make 

a firin· oovenarit with· mariy;1i :'thus: totaling seventy' weeks~

Jesus whom :Uou:·oali;:anoirited.·'.prinoe .. ':.did:•snot ,oome ,;at 'the-••· . ~ .. 
end i of seven we'Eiks I but: a tT the :.end of more- thari':three· s'ciore 

weeks ; according to your. owri •figuring. ·· I should· like: to have 

your interpretation of 'the 'chapter in' harmony with your :l.'1.gur.:. 

ing , s 6 "that'. I might make re ply to -1 t ~ · But you o an find no 
. - ' ' .. . . . .'' ~ . : '1 . • ' . • ' . . ' ', , . 

way· in the world to harmo~ize -the two~ Yet~ ·you seem·to feel 

no sha.nie '· to ape"ak. about something 'you ·know ·nothing of •. : How

ever~ · I wfll '.te 11 ·youf the: anointed pr'inc e 'we.a' Zerubb ab~~) 
who did -'oome'·at 'th'e ·end o:e:·eeveri·~weeks ,.' ·for" ::so it 'is indi.oa-

' 
ted in tlie 'Sotipturei's. ·' "· . . :-, .. . ', 

' i 

Pablo Christiano: But how can he be called Messiah ( anointed) f 
,' ' . ) . ~-. 

. . 203 
Nacllmariides: · Cyrus, t90~ ·is called lt!esaiah;' · and cif , 

Abraham, Isaac ·and Jacob~ -it is ··said: "Touch not my anointed 
. . 204 ,. 
one·s. " ; thttre fore, he · 1s ·.·spoken of as 'a. ·pr ino·e; ·.·his ; rule·r.;' 

ship· as a. king will not · be exalted, ; but . he shall be honored ' •· 

and exalted among his people~ even as it is said: "The pririoea 

of 1the people are gathered together,·t'he people of the God'of 
205 

Abraham." ... Now I will impart to you.: and your· colleagues~ if pou 

have :•a desire to learn, or ·a lie.art to understand, the meMing 
., 

of:·thewhole·chapt·er~· I maintain before your·majeaty mid::·a.ll 

nationals.hereassembled.that.,therewas neither.in this ... 

.. ,•' .. , -' 

200: is~'45:l· 
-, . 

205. :Ps.-,47:10. 



70 ,··, 

ohapter .nor in the entire .Book of :p~iel .. any_.time .. limit 
1 
~et 

,1· '•· .:·.: ... ·I ', .. 1.:• •. : ... " .. ,:,. .• •.. :··L .) .,_, ~ •', , . ., _ ... •. ·~ -~'-·-• / , ..... , ,, 

for:the coming o.f the Mes~iah, '3ave,. only.a.t.,its._end., for .. so, 
• . • " ' ' . ' ... , " - , ... 1., ., ' .. , . . - . ' ·. . • . . . ·,_ • ;·.' : ,, \•, • ....... -. ' \· 

it, 1~ e,vio.en~, fro~ the text of .the, book.-,i~self ,, in .~his'.and., ...•. 
, • •• • • • • • . . , ,• • • ..... • • , ..... ,,-, , • ·, ..••• 1.. ., .• ,· -.· • 1 , • t I ,. . \\ •.• , ..• -- •. 

~n other, ohapterf!i,. whioh r!3l~~e .. _of his._pr~er ~o knCJW.,WhE!n,", 
- ..... •· '· • - . ' ' . . . . 'I .• - ,, ' J. ·-• ' ,,,, . I ' • i •. . .• I . h.., " • . •. .I ; "_. ' .-. 

r • l . 

Messiah will .come •. But in the. end of,. the book it is stated . 
,,,! .. •:•· .· .. :.~:•:,·,·>;,; .. '.:.:-,.I,',. ,,'.1 i • .'.i.'.• ,;,; .. •,:,~:,,. ·., .... 1.\i 1.·.';\.,', ·;\.• ·•1~.-.,·,_,: 

that it was told to him: '!And from the time. that .. the continual 
• - ', I '·.. ~ ; ,. • • , ,: ~ • ,• •. '. • ', '. •. ' ,, ' •• •, • '• ' • • 

burnt-offeri~ shall b!3 t~ken; away,. and the detestable, thing 
,- ,. . ' . . . '. '. . ( ,, . ' -·, .• , '' !, ,. •, : ,_. . t ., ·' .. ' ' '·,.' 

that o auseth appalment.tset up, there. shall be a .. th!)usand, two . • . . · . · · . · · 206; · . . · , · '• ·, · ., · 

hundred and ninety days.,"· ... · Now_ I will .explain tlie meaning 
. ·' ' .... ·. ' .. ' ' ' '. 

of the text of this verse, altho it might be questionable to· 

. ' ' , . I ' • • , ' • ' i . ·, · . '· . • • ' " • : ' • · , ' ., ,: .. ' I ". . ~ • ; 1 • • ; • • • , , •: , , ! , 

continual burrit;..offering was· taken iiviay" until "the ··detestable 
., • r · · · ;. -• , '. ·• f · ; · ·. , :·· . . , ·. ·: . , ; . : ' . . . '. i ·' , · , , _ · . , 

thing.that oauseth ap_palmerit" will 'be me.de desolate, meaning 
• 1 ·; ; '.·1·, ·'. ·- ;·_· •' " •. · .. , .· ,.:· •. •' '• • ' ' • ·,,·, 

Rome, which ieatroyed the· Temple,· will elapse a thousand, two 
.·: . ' ' . · .. , : : , ' ••,· ' ' . • ,-, 'j ·: • ·. • • ' '. I . ' . • ; . •· ,• • ''-. ' . .- ' ' • 

hundred arid ninet~:years. "Then·, 11 Danlel ·oontinues saying, 

"Happy is he: thllt' waiteth, iuid cometh to the thousand: three 

hundred and'five Ei.nd'thirty yeara;
11207 

t:hus"adding
1

forty-five 

years. The reason for this is: At the first period the Messiah 

w111···cbme 
' ' . . , • •- . : I. . _. _• •: . .·. ·- • . . -~ • • • ., 

and lay waste "that "detestable thing", which wo'rships · 

and \Vipe it off: fr'om th~ 'fao~ of the earth •. Then 

he Will gather' the" dispersed Ier~el. into the' wilder:ries~ of the 

nat~ons, . even .. al3 .. 1 t ie . said: , "~d 
· · .. · · · ' · \, 208 

bring he•r to the .. wilderness 
• • • R' 

and speak tende~ly un~o. her,.'! ., 
, •. ' • ..... ' ·.· , ,. ,d,. · . . :_', . 

then will .he. br.ing Israel 
, I • • • ,/ 

' ' 



da;ys , and not years. 
• • ' ' • ' ,' ·.' ~ • • ,· .: . _1 

209. 

210. 

Hos. 3:5 

i ; 



72. 
) .. •' 

: The :King:. ,.Ordered.·a ,Jew. from.the, audience to .step. forward 

and asked him: 11.Wllat . i!l: the. :.meaning ;of, ;YQm in your· language?" 

: .. 
.;, . .-.. '. 

The Jew: Day! 

nachmanides: My lord, the king! This Jew ia a fit judge 
• . i •. ·_ •.• , . · .•.. \ :- ~·- ·.l ~ .. . ., .. 

to be appointed by Pablo Christiano, but not by me. 
. ,_· 

Yom, in 
. . ' .! • : .'. : " . ' ',,.. ' : ~ .·_ . ; '·. ~ ,•· : • \. ' ~- .. '.-"I,. 

scriptural language, designates a period of time, as: "At 
, .. ·- · . , .. • · · · 211 , ·.' . ·. . 

the time when I emote every first-born", where the term 
.. ' ' ' 

Yom is employed; for a c~~lection of days the term Yomim is 

employed, meaning yea.rs. In this instance the verse speaks 

of yea.rs, ·as it was. necessary. for.··Daniel to conceal .the'.,.time-

1 imit · of the exile, even a.a· the, angel ,instrucite d him: "But, 

thou, O ·Daniel·,· shut, up the. words· and seal the book, even· to 

lrachmanides:. · You can>recognize from my, argument·.tha.t tho 
. . 

word Yomim he·re .is not•.to.·be -taken ·in.the. ordinary sense>a.a· .. · 

in other ,places.;.· he• therefore had to .. create,. the interpretation. 

211. •Uum. 3:13• 8:17 . . ' , ". . ,. . . .. . . I ~- . . . -. 

212.,. Dan. 12:4 
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But '1hthink that what he said to be deya, as the ma.sees un-
···•·;'···. ·.·:::·~ ( .. ' -::·.-:··.· u: _ _,'. ~.:i.c ·.J. '-t ·_ .. ,:·_•-.~ ·<J .. 

derstand them, ia realJ:y meant for years, as the masses 
'.··,·: •~·-_1.:·'1."r.'~.♦ •• t.":··.;· •"'.. '..!.\ -:L~:·.-:_·;,,••" ... ::·:: •·.-• <·:·•·.·., .:·.;·:.· .. i·,:· t'<:. ; ... _~_,_.) 

usually·speak of "something whioh is many a.aye sinoe another 
:.: t\~•_;'.;-,':'?1 

thing happened" to em).:!haaize that it is m9.IlY years since. 

Pabio 0~·1a'ti~~-; i~11bii, ·;ih~i~. schoia;s of ~~~~-.H~ggadah 

said: ·111,iessiah ~ri{~·;ed th~ GarJ~'n of Ed~n. ·on the ~~it' 6:e'' 
• '' :· \ ... : ◄ .. , •,,. -,-. ',:,_ .• ' • - -~ ''-. ,. • • ; ; • -:•_ •· ." ••• 

whatr ··B.ecauae'·he saw his parents 'serving idoiat1y, and he 
'. -·1 ' •. \· -• 

s~par:ited him.<Jelf from theni'nnd. served God; he v1as admit.ted 
-213. 

into the Garden Of E'd.en. ti. 
·' 

.. Nachm~nides: .·:.JOU?'.. q~9~a.ti~n _makelil: me .,la11;gh, fClr ·.it .. ,is 

good efidenoe; for my contention that he is the son of an 

idolator, a mortal man whom God rewarded when he departed 
_;_, • \ , • : •• • ·: \ ' • , < ',. ; :, 1 :• • .' ' . ! • ,' \ , • ; · 1 ·_• I. , , •:; ' : · ; •; 

from the ways of his fathers and did not serve idolatry, like unto . 
. ,, . it,,:•.·:'.• . !. ', . ') ;, . . ' ·y_:.,.'"' . '\, ' - .. - ,. ' . 

them. Can suoh be said of God hi ms elf? Read the text of tlie 

. • . "- : -: ~ ' • , \ ' . . ' '. . . i : 

mentioned by Pablo Christiano is meant for Jesus, and he is 
: • ' :: 1,, ·, ',_. 

God, as you think, he ·surely is not 'among tlie ~omen 'there', 
: '· ' ' .,i '. ) . ,:. . ~ '. . . ,' .• . . . ' . . ' . - . . -; .. : ' 

but the heavens are his throne and the earth his footstool. 

Far be it ·:r~om saying so f: ;But the truth is as I' Sa.id at the 
·, i . ,. , n·: , i· :'_,.: ·: ·:. , ··-•_, . , . i: , ... ' ·.· :. ; ; ) ' • _: .• : ~·: .-· 

outset: that he i,s in tlie Garden of Eden, in the. house of 

Adam, ;whe.re :.he, lived '):>efore he sinned •.. So is t.he · ppinion.,of,\ 

the Haggadiq soholar!_3 , wh iah : is ,conolusi ve. 
,. . p • 

213. 

214. 
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Third Day:. The king. appointed the palace as the place for 
•• •• _; ·_, :~•-··:·._-:,,;,: __ 1 :. ' • ." •• ~-.-•.-··l:-, ,.,:·• '.., :."·.,< ~-,. ::!'· , . \· .• : !.:-·! 

the continuation of .. the .debate, and ordered that. it be held; 
~•::• \ ... · __ ;; /'_.··;.,.::; ' .,.. :.\·(:~,: ,··1~ ,··. l 

in private. 

ever. But the opinion of the literal interpreters .is that 
' • • , \' ~ -.· '

1
_ .' • 1 .. ' ,. ,' i" ·•l • ,', . · • . • 

he will. be born !1ear the tiioo of redemp~ion, that he will 

not find the. eta tement. quoted .by. him. 

t :· ,l , __ ; ·. i ' --~ 

215. Maimonides • . ' ' . 

216. Last Book of Maimonides' Yod ha.-Chazakah. 
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Naohmanidea: Took up the book and read: "The Messianic 
• - ~ : .: ~;. ·: 

1
•• • I~ .. ·.' - • ~ : l', •. \ .-·, / . ·,, \..·~ •. ':.. i:., ! ', ·, l_ .. , ·, : ,··•: '; 

king is destined to arise for Israel, and he will rebuild 

th~··Ho·l'.; ·Temple, and gather all the scattered of Israel."
217 

·. .. :· . . ' .: ' :. .' ,··. . / 

Friar Arnold: He liesl 

Nacbmanid es: .. Even. now he :'fi~S, a great -scholar, .the lik~ . e>f 

whom there is none, and of a sudden he is lying! 
. ' . 

I ; ,'.' • I . . : .. '.·' 

The King: . It is unworthy to disgrace scholars. 

Nachmanides:· He does not lie; I will prove by the Torah 

and by the prophets that his entire statement is true. The 
:' .• :.· ;·.,:. :,· '..:: :·.. _'_.:,.,:., -~- ·,' .,, .· ••• ~: •.. ·' ::, ·. t · •. : .. t' •. ' .. -,·!. '_·:.·, ':. i ,.-.:· __ :;_\ 

Messiah is to gather all the scattered of Israel and the dis-

persed of Judah·~·-~in fact, t\v~lve' 'tribes; yo~r 'Messiah: Jesus, 
• ,' j .., .. ' • • • • • • • • • ·• • • • .-, • • • : •. - • .' • '. ~ 

gathered not a man of them, and was not at the time of exile. 
,_ . • • .. : • ' : : : (' : . _; , i''. ::• r :i . •. . I • ;_ ; : -': • • • • • I ; • •: ~ • 

The :Messiah has to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem; Jesus 
' ·• • •• . • I • •· • ~ ' • , ' • • • • • ' • • 

., ,. ,,. 

did not do aught to it·, neither building nor destroying. The 
-, . : . . . . . ~ .\ . : _; . 

Messiah is to have dominion over all nations, and he had no 

dominion even over himself. I shall read for you what the 
• I 
' " .. · 

Torah tells us concerning this matter: "And it shall come to 

. pass, when, all these things_ are. come upon ~hee, the bl~asing 

and- the c~se which I have set ,before thee •.••• •. And the Lord 

thy God will: put. .. all these curses upon thine enemies, and on 
218 

them that hate thee, that persecuted thee. 11 Our enemies 
1 • •• . I 

are the Christiana, and they that hate us are the Mohammedans~ 

; ' 

217. , Shopht im, Melachim ll. 

218. Deut. 30:l-7. 

., ,,.I 
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' ' ,. ,, ,., •' 

Pablo Christiano: Answered not a word and the debate was 

adjourned~.:,· ; ,: 1. '- ,; ' : 

' ·.: ' /, .. ,: • : '. :•" '.,:• · .. ·,'. 

hi:;7: tsr~h~ ~!r:::·:1::. ·:1::pp::·:~. t::1~:::1 .. ' 
t~ool}ers,-:oitizens, and.a .. vast mob·orowded into 1the palaoe. 

; 

Naohmanides: I am disinclined to continue the disput~tion 
1 . i: '.· 

any further. 
' • '' 1, .• 

. The• King: ,why ? 

I .. 

.. 
·. ,-,•' .. ' ... 

Naohmanides: Behold, th is _multitude here , they all prevent 
! . ~: ·-~ '' . ·-. ~.' .' ·.· ·.. . .' . ' . : . ' .... ' ' ~. ·; '. . 1 - • • • • 

. . ,,. ,•' 
t,,. ,_:' 

The Audience: Seeing that the king favored the continuation 

of the debate~ ·reiuotantly:oalled out its assent, and it was 

decided to continue. 

·Nachmanides:··, :I will debate·, but I·'am·w·ithin:·my legal· rights 
' ,: . ' . ' . . ' ! .. 1 ' 

to ask questions ·one ·day: and 'let Pablo Christiano answer them, 
- ,,, 

seeing that he' has already ·questioned me ··three. days • I 

·and· I 'did' 

the answering • . ,., ·. .. . : ' - .. .'; : . • \t 

I • • • ~.' • ·•••· • ·• ,.,,. •' ,., •• -· • 

,.The King: Nevertheless, you answer him. 

l •. * I 
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Naohmanidee: I will obey your: command • 

Pablo Clµ-Ja t iano_: . The ,Me~.eiah oonoerning ymom .the prophe_t~,, .. 
. •· . • -· ~. ·• , .• ,.· ' ' ' • , • . . ' • . - -.• •· . d .. _ ,.,- ,· '··. 

spoke, aocording to your .. belief, will.,he be a .perfect .human 
.. ,, , .. ". _; .. ~- •'', ... ~ · ..... ::. ·. i,:·,•· ··>. ,; ·. ';_, '-1 ,"-~ .. 

and really. .divine? .. . ' . . . '.• ' .. '.,· .' . , ... 

. . . -.. !~·;, ... •' ,_·' ,· -· .-···, .- .... , ., -_ .. ·.·,4,• .. ·.,, ·.,. 

Nachmanidea·: .. The original' condition ·of the 'disputa.t~on 

was· to· debate,firet: -:whJtlie:r'ithi li1ess·iah already camef:there-
,:. 

' . ' •. .• '.:,:::, ' . .' •, ~, ~•• > ' '\ j I'_~, ,.;t···• ', :, l,• • •• ',, '> 

after, we will debate: whether he is God him,•:felf. · Behold, 
; '. .. _· '\ ,.: ,. , .. ·: ·.·• /: ;· \ ', . ·_ . ' ', ·, . ·. . .. 

you have not proved that he came, for I have destroyed all 

YOUJ:'. :abeur<l. ev.i_d~nce. ,· .. I11 t.his.1,1 therefor.a, .hav,e r .,won,_ as 
' . .. . . ~ ' •'. . . . . ' . 

the ,burd,en o~.:pro9f .. is ,,.upo_n _.~ou., :~d ,.so yop._have .~de~taJceri,._·. 

upon yourselves to. deo1.de~ Should ,you not c orifess .. judgment 
•. · • ' • . • -.. , . '•,. ·' '·' ,! ·- ' ; 

in .my favor t I am undertaking to ,pr.oduoe cone lua~ ve ev.idenc e., 
' • ' ·• ,. ,. I . • ·• • •'•' ' . .., •• '•• ;, 

if: you will :but. hear me.: :An~ _when it, will become clear that 

your Jesus is not the Messiah, you have no need to debate con

cerning the Me·ssiah who is destined to oome to· us, wheth~r 'he 

will be a perfect human being, or what he will be. 

-Learned Judges:. Judgment on.the.first question of the dis-. . . . - . ' ' '· ' . . - . ' , ... 
:---

putation in favor of .Nachmaniq..es? 

The King: Nlfver,:the.leeq ,answer? 

Nachmanides: 
' ' ' . 'i ' ' '· . ~ . ·: - . . ' . ·: '. . . . . . ' ' . ~ . ' ' ' 

The truth. is that the . Messiah will. ooine, and 

• ' : ' ~ \ '. ·. • ' ' '. ', ' ' ' '. ? •. ' . ; . ' ' . . :· •'. ' •. . '\ ' 

both of whom· will have ·'snared· in his being'; and he v1ill· oe· 

of the seed of David~ as· i't ·ia·written:· "And··there shall come 
219 

forth. a,E~hootqut of the stock of Jesse;" an:1. it is said, 

219. Is. ll:l 
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... , . . . . . ... . .. . . . , . . , .· , .220 . . . . . , . , . . . 
moreovfir: "Until Shiloh oome~"- ·· ·which means·, until the· man 

.. · ·· ... _, .. _..,,,.'.-~- .. -·; •. :,,-,,···:"•••··:"• .·1_•·\·•.- .···• . • ·:, . ·.-·; .· _,·,:r: .,_--:,4 . .-~.·-
born IJ:I 'other 'men·, in ·a ·shil'oh, wh'ioh is Hebrew for seoundiness, 

. ' : ·. ', "; · · · ' : . · . · · , · 1· : -. , · .· ., . .•· : · · · . '. ' ·:.., : ' . ,· . . ·.: .,, , , ":-· 

will come·. Now/ had your· Me"s'siah been the spirft· of God, as 
•• • /. • •• l,0, ,:•••, '.i•:•••;o, ,ff•-~\,!,,• •. \•:••••••;''';'a .. ~_••.;,":;•• 

you say·/'lie ·cannot ·be· said'• to' be' a desoendont of David, even 
• ' • • ' • 1 _._, ,. ·, • • • i ', . · ; .' •':· _, _. ... ·. ' : . · • :: " ,. · 1 •: , • _.· ' • ' • • , ·: ·., •' -, , • •; , ' : 

0 

tho he was lodged· ii1 'the' womb of a wo·mai:i tracing 'descent fro·m 

Dav~d;. he. _coul,d no~. inher,it the throne, f<D>r daughters and 
' . .. ' ~ ., '· . ,, . '.; .. ' . 

their issues are not heirs where~:there is male issue, and 

David and his descend.ants alwa;ys had male issu.e. 

Pablo Christiano: Behold, the :Psalmist says: "A Psalm. of 
'. ,• ,:: ' ':• •, l • : •: ;:•_.• :• :,-::•~:• _~: .~' • ••:•.• -...: ... , ,. • -

_David-; Th~ ~-~-7~ s __ ~it~ _"\111t_o, m_y ~o_:r:d: \Sit tho~2ft M?: right P':111d, 

until I mak_e., thine enemies .. thy, fo.o"J;sto,o_l. '" . •:~Tho.is _th:l.s 
-:_.: .. -:_·; :·.':.'..;.:,'.' '··' .~!:,' ,•,.·.' .. ,, :; •. ,,. ': .. - ·.· •,, '· .i •' .. ,, .. 

one _whom King David :nfl,mes .. •my l_ord', save .o~ly, Go_d? Arid llow 
•. : • • ." -. • ' •• ; (: ..: '.: I • • ~ -<: • • '.1 '• • • ' ' , • '·•' •' ~ ... \ • " , , . • ' 

oan ·a man sit at the right hand of God? 
0 A '• 0 •: : ; 0 ' ' 0 •, • • ' • '.. 0 • , •: ~ 0 ,: ' • ; 

. . 
,. • • • ·, •••• f • -, • ; •• ' • :: ; ' • • • • •• -:- • ··, ' •• : • ·• :, ' .·_'. ··._; '.: •· •• 

The King: He is a:iking well, for if the Messiah were mere 

nian,· really fDom the a'eed' of' David·, David \VOUld not have' ad

dressed' hi.m· ·1·my· lord.i_• Had I a son/~en a· gr~dson~: :r~igning 

over the world~ fwould
0

:not say tohim:'my J.6rd!; on the'con-
' . . . .. . . , . .. . . . . . . . . ' I ·. . . . . . ·- : . . 

trary ~. i would expect. him to call ine I lord I ana: to kiss my 
. 

ha.rid. ' , I 

Nachmanides: And are you -~he wise Jew who discovered this 

news for whioh you gave up you~ .religion and became a cci':rivert? 
',,_.':, · .... ,;,,,,_:. ··"}. ·•.· .. ; :.'·,),,'.! ', :··' ,.,, .. , .. , . • ' 

And_ are_ y~~ tlle, op.a 1 ~yh,~.:,ad!;s,ecl th7,_ k;ng_ to,. gather f~Yf yoµr 

f: 

2""' Gen 49•10 ......... - ,. .... , •., ....... - · ·• ., · ""' .. ,, . . . . . .. . 

221~ Pa., li0:l .. 
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pleasurtr·the wise ::men,:of 'the Jews .:to ·debate with them ·your 

newly 4iaooverad 'theories?, ;,.Have ·v.e·:.•not•.he.ard of this until 

now? ·Is •it not a faot that :there· is not a Christian, .:f'rom 

priest down ,to :auokl'ing,.;who does• :not -aek of:•the ·.Jews >,this.:: 

question? For, 'in '-trutli;:,tbis ''quest ion ·suffers .from •·old' ,age. 

The King: 

. . . 

Yet answer it. 
t 'l · 

: '·• '' .. '' 

' ' 

Naohmanides: Now, hear me: Kirig Davidwas the poet .. who 

oomposed the Psalms undir the inspiration -of the ·Holy 'Spirit, 

for ·the speoifio -purpose of 'singing them':before the Altar of 

God.: He himwel•f did'I).ot•:sing · them, as he was· disallowed· to.··· 

do so, -aocording, to: .the lawa of the Torah... So he 'gave them '., 

to the Levites to sing/ .. Tha.ttit was so appears clear in the· 
222 

verse, saying: "And he· appointed oertain of the Levites ,eto. 11 

This being ·so, David · had to .:oompose the Psalms·. in :the · language · 

fit for the Levite t·o reoit~ •. It would have been falsely· 

spoken had the ·Levite ·been made to say: "The• liord :Ea.a.1th unto 

me"; but it :we.a proper that the ·,Levite ·should say: 11 Sai th· 

the. Lor_d to my lord; (meaning Dav:id) 'sit th_ou. at_ My rigllt 

hand. I" Sitting at the right hand of God means to be under 

Bis protection, that God would 9ave him and make him mightier 
. . ~ 

than his enemies. And it was so. One of his 
' ' 

sheathed his . sword on eight hundred fallen at 
. . 

' ... I' <• \· ···\ ;_ .-

222. I Chron. 16:4-5, 

223, II 8am. 23:8 

warriors un-
223 

one time. 



•1t:1.s :written by DEi.vid:•-'!:And''l'hy .right Jhand•:hath: .holden •nie 
224 

U:p;·11 · · :. it· is-iikewis•e; written: ''The •right hand :of- the :Lord 
, _ 225 

'ia e••al te·d;. the right· ha.nc1 of:.-.the • Lord.'doeth ~valiantly. !'.i :r' 

So it'·aieo 1:a·said> of. Mosee·:t::"Vlhere ;is He,:that .put Hie •Holy.:, 

Spirit· in the· midst ,of them?'i·.That caueed·His .gloriou:a ,arm, • 
226 . . 

to go- at .the -right, hand .of··Moaes?'-' -.· '.Alld,:at the downfall 

of l?haroah,: it· is ,said: ,:','·"Thy·rightchand,: 0.\Lord,. daaheth 
227 

in pieces the enemy."· · · : Neither· ia it at range .literary oon-

·atruction in the Bible t o,uae the third person where tm 

first :i-eraon ia really meant, as it is f~und quite o~en. 
. ''. . . '. ' ; .,, ' ' '· '',: ' ' . ', i" ,: . . . '. . ' . .- .. :,· : : .. , . · .. •:. ·_. ·,' ·::. ' : ' . . . 228 

For e xample: 11 And· the Lord sent • • • • and Jephthah and Samuel" 
' I • ,• • 1 ,. 

1 
•, 229 ,•, •, ' ,•I • • • •• ••• •••• • 

' • ' , ' ' • \ I., • • ' • • • • ~ • • ' , : .: • • •• • • 

"Ye wives of Lameoh," and ao are all expressions of Moses, 
' • • I . ' • • ' : ; . • • . . • ' ' ', . • ' ·. I ~ • ;_ -, 

in reference to himself, in the Tor al).. Here, the text itself 
. ,,, ~ .. · .·· __ ,·,;;: : · .. ,_: ,'.<.: ... ' ;: :' :._:.: .... ', .. ·.:.,,'.. ' ;:':. 

indicates that its meaning ia as I have already stated. Know 
: ·,,· ·. ·. :.:_:' ...... •' .;:·.:. '..,.,, __ :. --~ -~--.-·,:,~ .j."''.,·'. • .-_":'.··> .. ; ·_,:, ·:.~. ;•_. ,.,._. !,.)J'J. 

ye, therefore, , that the Psalms, vvere composed under the guidance 
. . , -· :·; 1 :. . ', '. , ' .. 

of the Holy Spirit, and relate to David and his son, who will 

sit· on his ·throne f who is' the Messiah·,· and what it· was with .-. 

David in particti.1ar, will :be with 'Messiah, in 'gener.a.l. The 

.. I , 

224. Pa. 18:36 

225. Ibid 118:16. . . ... 
: •• - ,) !. 

226. Is. 63:12 .. .... , ·: -

227. Ex. l~:6 

228. I Sam. 12:ll 
.' . . ' .. 

229. Gen. 4:23 • 
..... . ,. , ... ,.. . . . . ...... , ...... , ... 

·'' 

. ' . 

' ,• 'f • I, 

. .,._ .. ··•- .... , .. .. ~ ...... ,, 



right hand:· of:God' supported:· Davidi:.,ao•·that he .oonquered his•:.: 

enemies; so Will: His ·righ-t:·;hand support' the Messiah. until: ·• .. : .. 

all 'peoples will•:beoome· the-':footatool-·of·'hiei :feet,'' for they~ 

all ·•·are his· eriemie·a:,. having'.u.stav.oll his·'•people ··and denied ·-•hie 

comin.'g ·arid his reign~ ·,some:·:even·weht fo:the extent,: of' ac·oep

ting anothe:r:· Mesaiah·~'-":J It·;,is!:therefore proper• that·: thi's psalm: 

should' be suil1f m·the Temple\':both; in•the•·c1ays of>:David 1 and:' 

in the· days of the Messiah,: his eon, -for it' sp eake of the · 

throne of- David ·and hie reign~ 

Eablo Christiano: How oan he speak auoh when their own 
' . 1 -; ; • , ·: • • : • ~. •. 

eoholars maintain that thE3 chapter r_elates to the Llessiah, 
l. ' ' ': I . 

that the words are to be·~ taken literally that he sits at 
.. r. 

the right hand of _God; for it is said in the Haggadah: "In 
' ' · .. -. . ' ;- . ,: . . . , . . :~. 

the future time God will order Meaeiah ei t at His right hand 
230 

and Abraham to His left hand"? 

·. 
, N~~hmani_des:, _,Ev,e~. ,this verifies, my -~t-~~e,mellt, long -~_efo:f'e 

expz:essed, that the pro~hecy is par_tly to be fulfilled with 

David, _but fully to be .c.onsummated with the Messiah. Here, 
:., : . ·'.~' ; ' ·I • • . I 

behold how ~ablo Christiano is perverting the text of the . 
· l . ( ~ ' . ~-, I ~ · · ' · , , , 

Midrash. It says: "In the futnre time God wi 11 order Messiah 

to sit. at His.right hand and Abraham to His left. Abraham · 

will beoome filled with envy, so that hie face Will turn 
• • •, , : ' J ; ,' I• / I I ~ 1, • .~ • ' ; • • ; ' ' ' 

y~~l~w, saying: ... , 'My s.o.~•s s,o_~.site a~,, t_h~ right ha-~!
1
of 

God and I at His left!' And God will appease him." 

230. 

. ' 
,l.· 
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Here it. is. evident. that, Messiah is .. nc;>t .a g9d, and:~that:: Jesus 
I ' • • ~.' '•' •' ; j •, • • • • • ; . ••J • • • (• ' •. ' •·•' t 

was not at all the Messiah. ,,If .the-,M~s1:1iah i~. God•, ·WhY:·Would 
' •. - •, • •,"'..,'.,.\ I. ,f ,' ' ··; : ;._ ' ,• '• . I, •• ••• • . '·; ! ' . 

~bJ:aham !~~.1 .. 81,3.~~ed,.y\!~ W<>U~d, :llis,.,f~o~- .. b~ome .yellow With 

envy? The ·expreeeion.,of Abraham,,,'My-eon'e e_on.~,~·:-is b.eet : . -; . . . .: ". ; . .:u ',/ ... ····~- ,. . ' .• ·- ... t ' . 

eviden~~ ;~hat .,it, has no:refer,~rioe ~-o ,1e!3ua who, according 
' ' .-- .- .. ,, ,·' .. . . . . .. ' 

to your statement, was not hie 'son's son', or Abraham should 

say,· 'my d~ughter'e ;cj~~-. :Th~ ~itti~ .. ~f ~~e \ie~-8~~-h t'~\;he 
. ··- . , 

. •, ) . . ; ; . ' .. _: ··~ ' '. ·,, . 
right, ce:v-e•n. ·as the s'ttting of Abraham to the left, indicates 

that both -~re mere '~n~ .. It is likewise conoluei Ve pr~~f that 
_' "':, , .•· ,· 

0

11_' • .. :·.:_,, ' ·.,'.:·.~ •. 1_,_;, '" t, ._· ,·. :.·~ . -:.i; ·., ,_._ . ,,: -

Jesus was riot the Messiah, as the expression ie: "In the future 
. , · .. ';' ~: ,. . .•.· ':;;". • . ;. , ' · ... ,\~· . .-, l,,_:' :·~_-·. ,· - .. .' ·: ... ·; •· 

time", and 'the 'authors of this· Haggadah lived about five 
·, . '. . :-1 '. ' ' . ': 

cienturies 'after Jesus. 
, , , , :: ,'J• ~ _) t \ , , • r; ,' ., . : . ',' l,; ; . . '., ,, 

But what Pablo Christiano does is this: 
. •·.' ,· ! '• 

'• • . ' . ' , . , ,'· '. : ! . . . , :. ' ' • '., '•. ~ • : : . j . · '. i • • • : '. : · • • '. ,. 

He devours the. beginning and the end of the Haggadaio text, 
', ~-. . . . . . . 

and quotes 'to suit his argument, and is even not ashamed of 
',.' .'' '. : . : ' '~ 

it!' 

Pablo Christiano: . Behold,: ill COID!lle_Ilt'ing µpon. the ',,., . . . . 232 · · · vers.e, 

"And I will walk among you',', the, Midrash states: 11This .. 
. -, . '-. 

ma~ter mi~t: be compar~d Jo the,st_Ol:!Y; of .. a king walking. about 

with his. manager. in his beautiful,park,, and. the manager. ·con-, 
' .. . ~ . . 

t~nlle.~:to .ao.t a~ if. s_trioken,. w;-th. ~we. Said the king to him:· 

'Why are. you so. timid; I am no ,more. than you are?.' So will . . ' . ' . ' 

God,: in_the Fµture to;;Come, ,walk·_about,wi·th.theirighteous.in 
. .. . . ,J ' - . ~ I 

the Gard,en of.,Eden, <anc:l. ·:~hen".the .righteous ,will .,behold Hiin, 
• ' ••. j, ,.. • -,,, •• - '. . ' .• 

,Phe y will be · fille.d with -f-right -:at .His .-Presence.:. And God 
,' . ,_. . :, . ' . ' . . . ' ' ' . ' .~- . ' . . 

will say unto them: 'Why a:r~. _;yo_u, so _ 1:3~ken up w~ ~h. f_:r:; gllt , I . 

' ' ·• 
·•. C. ' .' '·· .• 

232. Lev •. 26:12. 
. ···. '•'' ",. 
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am b,ut ·•;.~~e ;:~c;,,ur.,~.~ves,,t'' .::I,f :,it --be. thlls, ,._,.o,ne Dli~t, _1;1ay: , ,. :.•;· . ., 
•~°'-.; : · I 'I 

! There,:~.~; 'I?~ ;~o. ;fear of ,Me .. up .. o?l ;you'.,.. I ,,thei·e fol'f3, °!i ei¥,Jh · ~ ,.~ ~., .. I.,. .-.. ,. • ,, .. --,•'- ... ,.I• , :, .·,•~•,!•,---~- . 

youreelvee'.\,means---that. God, .. turne.d 1man .like unto .them? .. ' 
.. •, · - _ •· •, , .•. ,., ,,J. ,'. , ..... · ... ;.• .• ·:., •... \. ··" . . .• 1 .,, ,, 1,·.•' , ,,.. •,• .• · 

Nac~riides: 
' ' , 1 •, "',·1··, • ', · · • •·_ '• .,, , .' :,,, ,. ,,., .) ' ., ·• '; • ,, 'I i .{ ,, ., ,a 

understand it '•properly', 'is' entirely 'against l his 'owrr' contention. 

This story'·is ·y~t to happfjn' in' El.'-futurl~ti'me, in the. Garden 

of. Eden •.... Vihen. Jee~s . was a: man upon the. e ai'th', \~e" did. not' .. 
' ' • I .. 

wa1i','with th~ ··~ighte~u'~{iii'the) G~d~rt' o~r''Eden~ for 'li·e con.:.· 
stantiy fled ;froiri ·befor~; hi~. e~~w.e:sAaiid': p~rs~cuto;e~ . Th~··" 

1.-., . . 

truth i's th~t
1 th~ 0

Mi'dra~h·id telll..t'ing'' a ~arabl~·.·'even ·,~ it 
.·' . , ... ,,{,••:·,. -~'-~•- ::;-.~: .. ~· .', ~:- ~,J.~t:: ,<,.:") ·;·. i,;::, .: .· -'· .·, .·:.·. ', ·.' ·,·.'., ',· 

b•gins. with the worde, "This ma,t te1· might be·· compared· to •••• , " 
, .. ·, .. ;.•' ... ,_,.i·, ·;:.·•.f. /:"_. •·:. :_,;" .:/ ··: .. l·,,···.,:·•:, : ... .,_:·:: (;,"_; ;:, ,~i-..J::: ,I 

and has '.entirely to do with the subject of prophecy. The 
• ' ' , ' ', - '. : •• / , ; •, : ) C 7 , , ~ ' ' • • , • "I • •: . _I , • 

righteous upori earth cannot perceive the tru.th'• of prophecy','.• 

nor tl:L!:) etfu~g~nc,e: of; its -:di:Vine . glory,, ey'?n. ·.a.I:' i~::,· ~s, _13.!3,id: 

"If there be a 1.prophet. ~mong you, !,.,the Lol'!l ..- ~C?-·makf3. Mys elf 
· ' .. ·.· 234 

kn<>wn, unto. h,;m in: a. yi~!on.,;, I:,~o .speak ~'~ t,h ~im_ in. a dream." 

Even Moses our Master, when he was first called to prophesy, 

was s,tr~cken, with awe, as 

for he was afraid to look .. ~ . . 

it ia said: 11 And Mosee his his face, 
235 

upon God." But in the Future 

that i_1:1_to Come, when their souls will be cleansed from sin 

and impurities, they will be pr iveleged to behold that Glory 
''' . ", . . ,,. •,• ' ' .. 1. 

thru :the. illuminated mirror, as did Moses, of whom it is 
;_, ,, ·;~ '. • ': ' t) ' ,• • • 

233~ .Ib:1<1, ' ... , ' .. 

234. Num. 12: 6 

235. Ex. 3: 6. 



said:'" Arid 'God ;spoke1iunt·o -'.Moses ifaoe.·to face, a.a .-a, man ,speak-
.· 836 . 

eth ·unto :his' 'friend." In this wise the rabbis, speaking 

me~aphorically, stated that God would so.y to the righteous, 
,··. ;·-·.,·_i•

0t'.~.-·~::<:: ::.,,:. :','-() /,.-;;:':, ~-".·i1":• ·,::_;:1,•·'.;,; ·,\; ,,;J; :.·,,·,:1::·: 

"I am b_ut like yourselves", sci that they be ·not timid nor 
. · .. , , ·.·. , ·.:• .. :•:.f1·::·•.·1_..;_ .:; . .-ru~_ .. :;!,1';. /1.1.~:-.... 1~-:1 ,_;,i;'-;, j_;-· ~<, :.\~~1r::-.1 \J :·: ... ,.:·: 

afraid, even m they are not afrafd of one another. It is 
'.' _·- -·: ~ .. ::·.,::· :· ,'" ,· . ::,_·,j 1i ( ·:· .· ... •.''. ! ' 

•:· ·'•·' :• ;; 

the language of the Scriptures, which applies the identical 
. ., . . · .. :·.'' ·: .. \._·•; .,1;.' .. _;'i-._~. :·:.':,i../.''C ~-, :-~:>.(;i' '..·:·_n -~--.\''."·:'·::.<·_,_· . .:· _:_: .. •4·- -:,: 

term as when one man speaks to a friend. But God did not 
··.,·,,,:·::\' ·(.~ .. _,,. '. -,, ,·· ,:· 1;( •.\ "' ,·,, -~ 

" •. ' . .. . ' ' . '. '.,• .. 

become a, man when He spol::e to Moses. Such language is often 
' •

1 
• • ~ j ' I : I ,: ~ ; • ' : ';, ~ '.• t1:: J... . . ' 

0 

•• : ' •, • 1 , t ' ' , , ' 

used by the Midra.shic scholars, as for instance: "If you will 
. · · · · · · · ,,..,, ' , - · ·. . 237,- · -·.. · 

do My Commandments, 'i · am but like yourselv.ea." ·An.d · 1 t. is 
· . ·., •;· ·, . . <1 :. :.~,:: l • ' . : · · .. · , · · · -·· 

,·. ' . •.' ·. r • 1.,-_' 

repeai;edly used in the Bible: "And ye shall be as God, know,;, 
: '' -.-.: ·. : ! ' 238 ,· ' '-' . 1:-.. : .. ' ' . ' .- .... ' .... 

ing good and evil;" "Behold, the man is become as one of 
,,, 239' - . ·,.· ,::. ,f • • 

us; 11 _ "And he' that ~t~bleth among them at 'that day shall 
·\' •• 1, .2;:;~1:·· ·, .·: 1·:,• .. r,._ ,.,_ ".', ;,·: ., ~ 1:·:',. . ·• 

be as David, and the House of David shall be as a godlike 
' -240 -• :. ,', · . . •;, ' -_ ',; :; , . .- .; ,_: .. '·. . :: ," _ ... 

being;"·' · all of which is not intended as a real comparison. 
,. . ' . . . : · c,:.: \ r '.., . 

Pablo Christiano::· It is.said 1n the 11Iidrash:.. ."Afld the 
. 241 

Spirft'. -of'-G'od hovered over the .·face, of ·the waterer .. the 
242 

spirit· spokerf''of, here>,is the sp'iri t ·of •the. Messiah;" , if.: 
. . : ' 

836. Ex.· 33:ll >' · : , ·· 
' fl 

r" ~11 "J'' ·237 ·;,} 0 l.J(;.;,:f:{.r:·, ,.f .. • • .r• .. ,,..,..,1 . 

23a~ Ex ... h:5 .. · · 
239/ Ibi'd · 3: 22 

· 240,l ·zecha.' · 12: 8 . ·:: · ' 

241 •.. G.en •.. l: 2 ......... . . •' .. , .. ·•· ....... •, ... 

242. !Mid.' R.·. Gen~2 · 

.. ,. ',, -~ .~ ', .. -- . ' 

,,,', 
: '. I 



himself a profound scholar! Adam,·too, ie mentioned in that 
·: · ,1. 1'•t.~,'.:'..;'., ', \:·, :_:, 1 .. _;~•t:""J.:Jr.~· :t,\ 

Mid.rash; can it also be said of him that he mae a God? It 
. . ·. , -·· ~>~ ~ ','. _'t.,, .,.-- . · ... · .. :.. :•,:: ; ·: .... ··: ... _.-., -~·-·-·.·r.~ /:_:~ ·;·- .. :.:~·-~: .. 

ie· evident that· one who ·knows neither the beginning nor the 

end., perye~~e. the words of .the living God.. The .MidraE>h here 
' • , • >' .\,'• • • ,I •. •'• . • • •- • • •• . . \I . • • 

interprets the. Scripture as. a prophetic expression .. about. the 
• • • ·,. ' '._ ·.• • , • ,' • . • • , l ·,' : • . . . • . •. , • ·' ' • ' , • • • . 

Four Ki~do11J:1, saying:fl!Without form' ... refer~ to.BELby;onia; 
I · , . . I . • _, ., -• '.' • , ., ~ t • - ' • ' · •· "• ' ' 

'andyoid!refers.to Media;. 'and.darkness' ref.era to.Greece; 
• -· ,, •• ' .. ' ; ' '- ';, ' •• ~ '• '. • • •;·. ·• • . '·' • • • • • .' ._ 'J ,_ - •, '. " . • • - ·- • • - • ·-

' th~ :face, o, ,the. ~~ep~ ,.refe;rs: to ~p.e ~ickEl~.,Kingdom;. and• ... 
' . ' , I • '~ •"', • • , I ~ • •.•. •' . , '" 

'the Spirit of God'. refers to. the•. spirit of Mel3siah, .which .. _ 
. . • ; . ,' , •. ,;_ ,• ·•' • ' : ' .. . ,' " .' • \ • , I. , • • • , , ,I " ,, ' , . . , 

will hover oyer ,the .. face of the \-.a,t~r~, because the merit of 
, ' , . , i , · ·, I, ; •. · , ., '.'. -. , ', : ; ; : ,, •. ; . , , •.• . • ···, , ·. ,,' ,' ·• " • ' ~' "• ~': • 

repentance which is. li~elled,µn:to. water, will bring•, it .all.; . ' · · 243' '. .. ·. ':. '· ' . , ·: ,',. '. . . .. . . . .. . . .. . . .. 
about." Noy,, behold., thEl Midrash passes on, Four ,Kingdoms, 

• • I • • ' • \ ' •• • • • , • • • ' .' • • • • • • ' , •, ' ~ • - ~ •• • • • • 

the fourth being Rome, then it b~inge,.in the Sp!rit of G~4, 
. ; : , .'. ' ._ ·• ' _• '·· '•. • • • l ' . ' ' ' -. . ' • • • -- . 

as manifested in .the workf:l qf Messiah, ~he r~al man, endowed 
• • , : : , ' • I,. '. • , ' ~ • •' ; • ' ; ,.! ,. ,• . : • I • )_ • ._ • , ' • • . ·1 •·' ', ' • ,o_ ' • \ • .• I ' • ' . . . . • • . 

wit.h wisdom, filled with ~he. Spirit of God, even as Bezalel . . ,' , . \ 2114 .. ' ' :. ,, , . '..". , : . :'..' : ': 245! '. ' . '· ,. ' . I .. ' , • ' ' .. ' ' , 

wa~, ... and as Jql:'3hua was •. , ,\:Th11B,was .i,t .said conoern;ng the 
, • ·• ·.-1 1 ,_ ._, • • .· • ~ , , .- _. , ; , ! _, •: . .- , . . ,_.,-' • .. , ,- - , . . _.,,. ,.. . - .. 

Messiah who is destined to come .in the future after the 
I '. : ' ' ; ' ., ~- , '-. : ,.: i. • . ' . ' 

Fourth Kingdom, not because .. the literal meaning of the Scrip-
,,,..:.·:_ ..... - '~::r ;., ·:·· . .),~:. ,_· .. :.'' .. ,. ;' .:- '·'.: -~- ·. '·· -_,, . ;_' ' ... _.: ·•· . ' .. 

~u;-,~l, ... v~:r,8,ee ~~on w~i.c~. ~he. I1i;~~sh.rio .. int~rl)r,etation is . ., 

baaed indicates that it is. so, but beoause;.the very nature . 
,_:."·: •; .' --; ; ___ \ - ·:-.·- '' ,; '·.'. ,. . ' ,•,;.' •' ... ,.· 'J,: • ... ,,••.,. '• ,,,, "" ·" . 

of Midra,ef i9 ':~~1'm0P;iz~t1O11nin ,many. instances ie suoh,. 

243. Ibid; See Jer.4:23; Esther 6:18 fl . 
. ,.,,._.,,•,•O•,l•••·••••••~:.:••h·,•••• 

-t..::>• ~-~· 
244. See Ex.31:3 

: _ r I '. ,"• • •. ; ' ; ~ : ·. i-

245. See Deut. 34: 9 
. ·. : \.' 
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relying ohiefly.upon.the.nearness of the ~xpression .of the . . . . . . . . . " . . . . . .. . . .. . ,;. . .. . ,, . ,... ' , . " 24'6 

verses or ·language ,_used with •that whioh. is foretold. 
\ ,. ' ,, ' ' .. . ,. ' . ' ' '. ·, . . . . 

l?ablo Christiano .does not ... at .. all .understand,:the .text of. the 
. . ' ' '' -. .• • . • ,. ·- '. . . • . •. : -- • ' .:, . ;; .•. •·. ' ., . ' : ,, • • ' . i .. '. . • •.'.- . .' t ; : 

.. .. -. -

' • • ' T ~ ' " • 

. The. King:· 
•., .. 

. Nachmanides: ~n the day the debate \~as adjourned, I waa 

received by the king,·who officia-lly informed me that t.he 

debate was clo~ed, remarking that he had never seen a man 
/ ' • : ' ,:• ' :. •: ·, • ' j • • : • . ' : . • ' ' •• • . ,- . . I: • ' . • • . . . ; ,'. • 

pleading "a 'lost oause" sow 'ell as I did. · At the 'king's 

l· 
1'' 
I· 
I 
I 
~~ ( 

' ' ; 
:· 
j'. 

oome>to 'the synagog on the Sabbath, whi~h pro.inpte d me to re- ~ 
ciain iii. th~ City addlti'o~ai' t/i.·ght da~~-· On the following i '/1,.,o i 

_.-------.. ---~--.. ~- i ;·· 

Sabbath, th.~ : king app e£J.re_d in the s yriagog ahd,: a ?re_~Y, t:r_ie d 1:,1.,,,,?fii(i,,4_:~, :• . 
to. convinc_e. us ~hat th~,:)!?ssi~ll, wbereve.r ~entioned., .~~ . . (Q f::[,, ,, \:, 

6 .I-'[] :1 l 
Jesus •.. , !I ru,iswer.ed the. king ~a, f<>llowa: .. ,there. is, none, more 11 i; 

. . - . _, . ; . , .. ·-· .. ·. . ... - _.,_ .... • .. •· '. . : .. : 'l! 

.honorable. in this world th.an .the• king, so .are his very. fine. ,J 
' • . •• ' • •• • . • ' .... ,' ' ' ' . • •' .. ! ' ' .' .~ ' ·.~i 

words; but I .~annot e'.!'.ldorse them to, b~ Jrue_, :eo~. I ~ve .clear 

an~ .. aredoub.tabl.e ,!3Vide~ce ,\'/hich s}line. _as. ,do,e,s ~he, sun, ~.hat 

they ar.e not ti:u~., Yet ,I .can!l.ot. tak:!3. the,. i~,su,e,. wiith him,. and 
··.. . . . ., - ' . , .. , '. 

therefore will :1 limit JllllSelf to the single, point .which . 
• - • • ••• ' • ., • • • .... '.. J, ' • ·-' •• C.· "'·• •• •. '. • • 

amazes me.· .... The words .which the; king. brings to us ar.e. a re-
-. ' 1 '' ' ., t '•' '' • : ' " '• ' ., • ~ ',, I,, , • I• ,., ~I; •\ ,, L ,. ' , •, -~ , ' , : 

,quest·,to believe that .Jesus ·Was, the Messiah, whereas the very 
' . . >.,. ·.· ,,.,.•. ·-·- .• ,,"' .. ',J.1.-· ... ~- .,: •. - ·.:.::' •, '•-'·'· · .. , - .·· .. · ".' 

.~lling was bi:o~gllt to. ~he. e~rs .of our f ~thar~ .. by Jes'll:s:· h.imself 
. ' . ' 

·•hGl(;mad,,; _eve~f-@f:tor~ :~P ,13:Jg);.1:1-in.)i:.t,_ ,~~oc:them, and'. in .his. 
' ' . ,'. ' ·• ' . ' 

:, _i \_ : ·.: :· ' :·:: ·":" : ;i ... 'i ; .! --: {' . ' ' • - .- . . 

246. See Midrash R. 68; Also NacnianideEi' Ooimnentary ,·Gen.28:ll 
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faoe they have finally and forcefully denied hie claim. I -- -
If, as yju eay. that he is God, he knew and could offer better 

prodf than the king; yet even him have our fathere refueed 
t 
I 

to believe, al tho they have seen him and heard him; how,,o:..n -I - - . -. . 
we beliele and hearken to. the king who has only ·eeoondary •-

inf ormat,on oonoerning him, having heard about ·him from per-·: 

sons who \knew him not, and were not of hie countrymen,. ae 
• ' 

were our ~fathere, who knew the truth and wi thessed th~ w~ol~ , ) 
1 

te· { J . • n/1 L d', 
1 

,. '/ matter? \_ I ~ll"'hrr'~ vvfJ.rtJ fl/P .. {f\Atft,tsvi•~v'L4>. [r l·t \..-·it1 
I ~~fV,--.A-'.,;;f;.k 1 ~r,-. fl':!., ?i1.,v1f ( , '"L · 

F • R'\ I i t · th .t th T · · t · t .. . 1 i f . 
. 

riar_ ~mo __ n_7. _ ma_ n ain a e r1n1 y oons is e O.L 1r fr, .• ,, ., _
1 ,J, // -.,·{, Vvr-\ . . . . • y I 

reason, desire and will. Moreover, lfaohmanides himself, r\4•-it.-1 /
1
;..

1
,.,_ 

at Granad,a·( admitted to Pablo Christiano, that he believed ''JJ{;);'r 
-... ._,' 

the Trinity to uonaiet of suoh. ,,,,. , / 
_ ( li ri~'f'1{ 1.,J-i1 

a Trinity; is it a combination of three bodies, and they ·are,·: 

God? And he said: No. I then asked him: Is it a oombina-. 

tion of three souls, as, for instance, three angels? And 

he said:• No. Is it one composite being of three elements? 

And he again said: No. I then asked: What is it then? .fmd 

he said: Reason, desire, and will. And I said further: I own 

that God is wise and not foolish, and desires without feeling, 

and wills without being weak; but the attribute of Trinity 

is an error, for reason is not an at.tribute .in .the Creator, 

but He and His reason are One, He ·and His. destie,:~re :,One, and 

He and His will are One. If so, it follows that reason, 

l 
' '· 
f 
:~ 
} 

" "--:'i ,\, 
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de~ire ::.and·,wi:ll,are Sall:one. ·:Even :if .these ,three oould i;be· 

said to be,,attr.:.butea ~·!:itvr,ould,not .. follow that God is com-

possib~e to be independent of one another. There· are red, 

white, and other colors. So ;tis regarding smell and taste. 

Moreover, the color, taste, and smell is not the wine itself; 

the substance of the wine is that which fills the bottle. It 

· is therefore a substance possessed of three separate elements, 

which have no semblance of unity. And, if we should persist 

in this metaphorical error, we will be forced to the conolu-

sion that it is not a Trinity, 
. -vv'Vtri~'\,tf\, 
Himself, His.,l'-eaaen, desire, and will are four. 

but a quadrinomial, for God 

Moreover, 

you should express it even as a quinquepartite, for God lives; 
· \,\ ~Ytl'\ · 

He, His life, His re-a.a-on, desire, and will are five. And, 

of course, all this is an obvious error. 

Pablo Christiano: I believe in an absolute Unity; never-

theless is the Trinity found therein, But it is a great 

secret, which even angels and princes of heaven do not under

stand. 

l'fa.chmanides: It is a v.ell-eetablished fact that no man 

believes what he does not know; thus, even the angel■ do 

:i 

I 
i 
i 

' I 
I', ' 

I 
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not believe 1n the Trinity·~ aa:Pablo Christiano admite that 

they do, not. know the meaning the,;·eo~ •.... 
·' '· •. :, ··'>I,. / < ·'· .,. ~ ,;, .. • ,_•,• :. ' •, ,· :,• •''. _',l, _::_.'· .,'., ·~ 

The King: . Lett '·'the;'pulpit and .. dlepa'rted with hie entourage. 

•';: \ '• • ' • '. - ' '. '· .. /. . .. •. J- ., ' • •• ,. . ' 

Naohmanidea: ~LThe· folJ:owi'ri.g·da.y·'l'was· reoeived·:.:1n,;audience 

by tlie king' 'who: made :me >a \prea'e:iit 1 of three hundred-dinars' 

arid b~e me /farewell vii th 'much. estee1i( and love~ ,; MEiy God 

re'Yard !Ile wit~. a.share in the World to Come. A1I1en • 
. \' . ' , ' ..... 

J,• . 

' : 

.·. l ' ·\ . ; 1: .•• 

.. ', ·- ·) 

•.' ., 
·, \I 

·•, I 'i, :, ;J 
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CHAl?TER THBEE.. . . · .,· .. 
•• • •, :1 'JI'., ~ 1.' _,_ . ._•, ••• I' • ~ •,.• '• \-' • ' , 

., , .. 
. ) ' .:~ : : 

· There are ten fundamental differeno es between the 

di~putat'ion o:i('Rabbi:"Yeohi~i bf P~r1a''arid lilichoi~~ Donin,'. 

.I. The contention of ,Dgnin, in repeating .practically .the .entire 
-:_:; '- ·.. ' \ ' .. {i (: : .. - ,', ·. - . ,I • • '. ' •• ~ : .. •• • . -· i ,- ' . ' ' ·.• • •- ' ' ., 

list of the thirty-five ,counts. of. indictment against the Tal-
.-: ... •i· \" ·.:·. -._:.:.-.:"'-.~ ... i·;·, .. :~.:. : __ ::. ·: i· ,.,:.·.'' 1· 1 • • .' •• ► , .... ' _· .. : 

mud, .was ~ q..irect charge '.~gainat. the .Jews fo_r studying Slld : 
'',1 , ... ' •. ( ',':_:,,,'_'',!•,· ,. ' .: •. _1; . ,_, . '· •· ... ·' ,.', ... · .• •,' ·. ,: ._ ·•·' ........ ' .. ,, .. ' ... 

instructing, dangerous te.achings, . for. spreading gross. libe_la 
.•: :1•-',:(--:•: ! J.. ,;;•••.:'.\. I•/ , !,, 'i '• :. ''. >;. '• ., ,+ ,,,.'.'· ·.,. ":.''" .,.:•, · .• ' 1 ', 1 

agail!St ~heir neighbors, fo:r blaspheming the deity.of'. the people 
' ••• ',·: ~· '• ; • • • • • - • • • : • '·- ' : •• ·, - • ' '· • • •• , .. <' ' - ; • • • 

among whom they 'live and f'.~om mom they.derive.their living, 
, ·_1·;:\,. :' , .'.~.',' ,.-:·•;•_,• .. ~;;:· ,::; ',.:·,· .. 1\.l /,i-·-' : i .. _:•; 1' ·-- i ,• ,· ••• , "' •• ' 

for lodging .in th.eir _he.~ta a hatred against ,~ta~e and. Chtiroh, · 
!,;-;•• e\~ ·,:_, ,!.·1, -:·-·· .. •.:, 1 ..; -~ .. .-.· ... ,;·_.' · \1• •• -_ \ . .- . , '• :,'- , : .. ..... - , . ··.., I,, , 

and fo.r dishonesty and .cruelty. Both,the .. Jew and.hia,teachings, 
·;·:.·,:, 

1
: ;.r.- .. , ; ;.•.,,-·. \'.-.:.··.: ·, ., .. ·,•1 • .... ,,).· .. -; ,· .. , i. ··.. • ... '- ,. •· .,. · •.'.., • . 

~El.ie~e~pl\f~e:d .~, t,~e 1q~o~~t;oll& from th~ Talmud,, coI1Sti,~_uted 

a menace to be, rill of. .He therefore openly de.mnded the ex-
.•:','.._!,,} • •:.'.,,!_ ;: ., • ,,,'..!. .,'.••· ·.!' ••_'.-"' ,.••,• • L • • • .,, ,. 

pulsion of. th!;! Jews ~d _the destruction of the .~a~n;iud, appeal-
: ,,'.. '•~ I " .\ :. '• ,; •• :. '" •'. • ' , • ,, • •• " ' ' • _., ._ • ; ' • • ' ' , 

ing to th13, .. -~.le.rgy ,, ,be~$)~, he '.proceed,ed with pis secon_d q"qea.tion 
,. . . • ~ ,. -1, , •·• ,:,.,_ . I , • · · I • .' 

in ,the diap:µtation,• s,aying,:, ,''.And .. you, ol~~gy, why do you .per-
., ,' '. '. . ' ~ i} ; ;, ,.,' .,:_ ; .• ',.; . • : ' ,: .. .--..•. . . I ·• , • . ' ' .. ,' • • • ' , ' ' ' 

mi~ th:~.~~ ;~o:i .. ~~,,::ainq_ng. ;vou~,•~,3 
1
P~p~lo,_,~hria,t~a!1O, imde nq .~µch appeals 

to passion duri_ng the entire,,disput.ation a:t, Baroelona. On the 
."(''. .. .-'._~: >,-,.!.":. J...-: r•'--'l,' ,·'_.:.:_;','\',. ,.L,_t., -'•' • •·••• ,,,,· ..• ,,' 

contrary, he maintained :that .the real Talmudists, in fact.tt,a 
'• _: • ,:•_. ' • : ; ,• '.-, 1; ), '• '', ', ' •' : •' • • , •: • ), ••' ' < '. ; ., ) . • • • i ., • .. ,. • ' ' ' ._ I ' ' •· • • '• ' 

au.t~_o;-s theinBelve.~, were, . . as g9,<>.d a.a .. the. Cm,:-istiana., Sll;y,ing:at. 
: :·: .' , , \ J. :, t. ~ '•. . • l · , ' .,, f • " ' .r , " • 1 ; ', ' t • • • . . . > 

the. very .beginning .of the, disputation:. l'I:can-, prove from,their 
: :;.J: \.'.; ,, }; '. ,( .. '·· ... · ... .!', ..• , .~ ~ .,•~, ,,., , ...... ,-.- ·• .... '·'. . ' . • ' . • 

T~~In}ld t,ht!,t ) ~h,!:) l~~a~iah,: ~o~ ern,ing WhOIIl. the pi-ophets . teat ify, 

I.,• . •'•·, .. 
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~aa · all'.13ady_-,:~ome •. '!;;-· Thtl ·, obvio~:. att,aok <?;f 9hri_E!lti ano ,,&gf:Linat 

the :,Jev,a wae: an ;im,;otme:i;i.t. .:;~~;,lfail,ing _to ?,e,lieve ~ :the_ ~al-

mu.d-,1,Q -t~aol:l;L~a, or ~o.r_ miaint«!;J)r,_~_t~~g tl:le.:T~lmud~ _Evidein~ly, 
♦ ' • . • •• • ,. • • • • • .. • •• "· • 

oonv:ersion-1of,:the ,_Jews _was the ohief,,objeot he. had in. view. , .. 
, ' , - ' . • •. , . • ,. ' • • . - • . _.; • . • t '. • ' 

II. 
., 

1
,.'.:' ·~1,;,, '':, :. ' ·,- ;'° . . : ... _;; '. ,· ;_· ;;: , . ·_f', 1 

The :Paris disputation of 1240 was niot iv ate d by a desire 

to.:exterminate·_every,form of heresy. ,The Ohur,oh_then was , 
• ' I , ' • I 

doubly vigilant beoause- of the erstwhile revolt of the Albigenf•e• 

of-southernnFranoe against _its authority., which had made neoes

aa:ry:the introduotion•of. the Inquisition. for the obliteration 
. . ., . . . . ' ' ' . . •- .· 

of all oppoai tion 1 to. Catholic orthodoxy. , The. eccl eeiastioal 
.~i;',f\,~ ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' ' " 

foroee,. backed' by_Lu:thvi.g--.IX, need~p.._but the. sligh~est suspio.ion 

against ail enemy. to. bring about his. destruction •. They ~are_d .. 

little: for converts.and had no intentio_n whatever to enga~e 

themselves.:•in missionary, work., Nioho3:as Donin had_ b~t to in

form the_auth_oritieEl. ,thatth.eremas. danger lurking from ao~e l"l __ -!-'

1
. 

' . i:1" (' :·\.' aourc.!3 ,. be it t_he Talmud or, any other_ source, .and the_ muoh . , (' "'. •' 

QOV,et,~d revenge; ,was --in hie gr.asp.' R~bbi Yechiel knew it. '. I irt ( 
His,, _own. in:terpretation of. 1t:tie, _dispu.tation at. i t_s. very_ open-

ing. is found- in his wo::rd~ : .. "Why,.~ were brought here, bef_ore 

_this- sinner (Donin_) to defend._our, .very li,v_es and. our !f.lo~ah, 

.we·. canno.t understand. 11 ~d, agai_n he_. exolal]IlS: "Verily, ,our 

'bodt:es. are,-,in, your hands, but ,_not our ao~ls !I'.:_ , . , 
~ t The_ Barc13lon. disputation o_f 126~_ \Yae ;not a threatening 

menace to the lives of the Jews, nor to the life of the Talmud. 

:Pablo chi:·iati~o was e,saenti'.'~11;: 
1

8. zealous missiona·ry,j'ourneying 
· •• ~ • •'. '. • : •'1 • •• , • :. ; · , . •• 1··, . '1 · • >I 

among the Jews in the· large Jewish 0°enters·, and preaching to 

t-; 



}·,.r 
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If he 
1h~d; riiliy. it her' ~vi l' 'riiot iv~\ . as . 1 r,; ~o :~; like J.y ~~ the 

·: .):· .·.: -.~:.::-•·: :.-: : _; .:_·r .: : ~-~··c·;•. ,:·. /t':"' ·,1·· :· ·._- .. •.;:-·~-- · . .__·:·• ·:_;l:,-:··· .. 
case, he suooeesfully ooncearled it.· ·nachmanides, being sure 

of° hi~' gr;o~d: reso~t~·a. t~. n6 'pi'eadi~~. '11iit' b6.J:'ci1y .pr6~faimed: 

,i ±. ·d'o· :not'' d-~-sii ~ 't~ · di~p{;fe'; i~'.thisi' hori'ofabl~ c'6uf't / ci~~e·· \,~ly 
-:1~··, .. '.".·:: ~·- • .• -~ , ... 1 '' .. ; ., ·,-, .. , : ._,,,:\,· :,:"•·· •;.~ ·; .•. '• .t. :-i. ,•._: · . .-.\' 

oono erning matter·a \Vh1ch"' are entirely deoisi ve. II ' 

. III. The_ aerio~sness, of .,the. situation evidently had a great 
. , , . , .I ., • .! . , , . . , . • ,.. , • ~ . . , • . .. , • , , _. <,•• • I 

dea; t~: do with Rabbt Yechiel.'s e~gez:ness to impress upon hi~ .. 

audience -.~he,.ain~erity of his replies and the absolute truth 
• • • ·,. I I ,. 

of his statements. At one point he exolaims: "May I so truly 
' • ·. •:· i I : . • ' ' .,,'., ·,· ; .· ~ • '. . . '..' • ·•., : ·. :.~_' ' :• I'.-' ' · • .'. ,' •. < ,'' r. ' . • • • '. ',' • • l '; •. ' ' •,•·, 

retain my life 'arid return to my home!" . And this concerning. 
·':"-/ :. ;·•:•··!· · ·.-·._.. r. '. · ," ,•·~•;·,• ···;; ·,'.' ·• .· _-. ,·j· .·1•.·· .. 
11boiling·filth11

~· Only when he wonders at the fright Donin bad -
• I • • ' .. . ; ' "\ :·. ' .· ·,:· ·,. . . '. . .. ' ,·. ' ·, . ·, . . .- . ' . . .. ·_ . -· . 

for the·Moon•s·ciomplaint, he relaxed the tension ii.'bit by say-

I : 
1 ~ . ·, t ' , • ~ · , • , . , I ' •. , '. . ·• ' _- ' . . • ~ , • ' •. ' "\ 

. l{achmanides introduces the record of his ciisputat·ion 
- ' • - . ' ,-. . '. { ' ' • . ' ' ; ~ ·: ! ''. '.", : • • . I'. . . - ·; • . •' •• 

with Christia.no by' recounting' the story' of -the five disciples 

'oi< Je~u~;'arid,<th'c;,: hilino~OU8 -~~;ii~~ made tc5 tliem, th~reby stating 
' . ' 

;-;:: :,~\•· ";}~·-·,_!·(.:~-:·.;_· .1 •·:·,.,; ·-.. '- •• •• : :·.·. •• :··~i;1 

that in such vein was he forced to reply at Barcelona. It 

is therefore not Jt flli ~l{;pr-ising to :find in the Vikkuaoh' 
·: : ·:· \ : ! 1,'t : i. . . .·• ,· <. :. ' . .' .·., ' i .. ~ ... •• ··: (' : ' . '. , . , ••· .. ::. :_': • , ·; , . '. - i -· , • ,, - ._; :.: ;_' '. :· • ··: •. " 

~bat he a,dvieed the l:ing and Christiano, saying: "It would · 
,'.;:, \;'•,-~·.·,,·. ,).'·:.-:.- -•···:·~-·'.'.··-- ·.-;",- .· •. .. : ,,. :.·,.-·, ! . 

be beet' evidence to have. one' of·' you···go there ( 'in Gehemi.a -) -. 

~d-r ~turri he~e to· testify~'" or' that ·he l;epli.ed to th~. king: 

"Peth~1~ youwi11:f:l.n~~him
0

(1~~esiah)'~t; the gates· of°Toledo, 
. . . ' . .. ' 

,• • •• • ', ••• _.\,."\' : •• • ,.;, \' • ·•.,",· • ' ,•,_, ·•• ,· • ·' I '• '.·,: 

if' you" will 'a end thither 'one. of your·' rurin.e:rs. II • ' ' 

'. . . .• - . ' 
•• ,. ·,. •• ; ' ~ I_, . ~ ,: 

IV. , The,:subject of thEl ~lisputa:tion at l?aris was forced 
''l,•,••, -.,,'.,, •'•: .·., '~.'. • ·., ! . . ,•• .,.• .,,.•• .. ,·,'., •,l• ;.:•:. '' ,•'• ;•. 

~p,on. Rabb,i, Yeohiel,<.D~nin, !3eleoting it, there bi saying; 11 I 
, . .··, , , , , I ••• , , •,.. ,_, ,,.- , , , ., ~ , • .- 1 1 • • • . 

will interrogate you about an old matter, for I will not deny 

I 
1 : 

' ! 
' ' 



that thO T8imild ,t,/'b.:::::- t•our c eii turiOS ' cild. • · •~:. · ' , 

Barcieli>na :diaputa~io'n:·we:a-· more° ·'Orde'riy•~· '.t:tie·'·euojeot' being•·:; :. '. 
I 

eeleote'd by nnituatl.' coruferit, Naohman:lde'e !·demanding and 'all 1 · , ., 
I 

:::::::~::•:::j:::a:: :::::::v~: :t::}:i::~::1: ::: · t µi: I 
great· . saii~ . Of '.~ruo .Which prai/ti oaily fo:Coed the subj eOt . of ; <11,.~, 
the' 'dl.llJ)u1i'iit10ll up·on hiB iidV8iBary; Wl.th01it ·oaotillg the •1eaat\ h,t,,,.J 
r ef°leoiion upon himself t"bat he aimed to strengthen his posit ion • ; I 

I!, ,Lr·ri , · · · . jrv,:.z- •,.,.,. !, . a.t1.:th:Efr,very 'outs.et. ' 
~f til{;i,wtr: 

, .Y• ,~e-, .per~;-~, ~-9 the pr,130ario~. position of the Jews .. Jn .. t; '{fil•~-.~;.!
1 

~~~n~e. d~.i~~· t~~- ·re·i,gn o; ·L~dwig '.IX) St. Louie), the, w~ole · . (i'!.l{~ {1--{; 
. . ,· ... ···•. . . . . . . ,· . . . , . .· . • . j I 

Vikkuaoh. ~t ,lar~s appe_ars: ~o ~e ,a_r~oorcl of __ a tr~al, ~i th ~t, 1;:•..;y'/ 

~q~~~ _ as ~?e pl_ai11:t~fr -~1:1.d R_abb_i, __ Ye_~hie
1
l a~ .-~.he. ~efen~~nt~. Vtf~f t·t C: . 

~:~e. ,r~.q~e;st. ,!9,r _,an: o.a..t~ 8.~~d,S, !no •. 1.es:~ .-,t~ t~e. _J?r_~oei~e -~o~ ,)r,~;:~ i : 
a oourt of j~tice. Moreover,. th~. ou~rageous treatment ao-

• ), • . \ ". ,· ' • : ·, ·• 1; • _ '». ; ,·. • ,: • . ', :· . ' ·.: ::, • , •,: ; ! :, :. ; __ ; . •, >
0 

, •• • "'. I ·. ·: ,-~ , 

corded Rabbi Yeohiel by imprisoning him for the durat.ion of 
: c, .' • \ '. :.\ •. ' • i, ,J • • ' • "•' • . • ! . , , I_ .', : ' ' , • 

disputation, makes it the more so. 
· .. :· _:: ._:; :-.. ,,.:, ·'·., .. ? ... :: ,'_,·_.· ::_: ·_:_._ ... 4··,··:. ·\,', :-', 

'{1.rf ~ 
1 

t}"~I tj/'t..1•· i . 
.J .. ~/ 'fl' 
i-H 'J J~~v(I/ ·! 
\ I I 

Nachmaniies appeared on the soene of the disputation 

as a ;scholar '·ready to· deliver a lecture ori- subject o·arefully 

prepared,eur·e of :,h:la superiority, safe· iri 
0

lii1i ·assertions ·-that 

they could not be :questicined. '., :.As 'such~ he >mastered his an-: 

tagonist···by 'exposing' hist ignorance·, rather thfo1 ·by anger at' 

hia·'wioke.dnea·a.' 'Rabbii>Xeoh':iei~ 'on th~ other hand, str'essed ·'' 

tlie:'e•/il interit'fons, ae·weli·as·the e"\'ilactions of his an-··· 
';•. • • •: \ .' '•; • Ii • ' : > • ' < , ,•• ,, ,: 

tagdri:let~ iri one 'instance pronounoing·tha.t "hie • punishment 

would :be 'ci~atruci:tion by fi're~ 11 ' . ' • • J' .,. 

!·: I , .. 



simi_la.r; to ,tba~ of Uao~Jd,es~ .. ,"If..Y(!U lu!,v:e. th_e il'J.Clil';la~ion, 
•• '• ••••••'•••I, •'J • • ·\'. .• ,'.~I.JO' •••• _o fl,,• ; ,! I, , , ,,' . ',.-.•~.!• •• t 

be+ieve i,t; if. you hav.e .n.o such ,inclination., believe .it .n9t
1

" 
' . . ' .. . - '" . '. . : . . . . '~ ' . ; :.·. ·.: ... ,. ..: ' .. .', · .. : . . . . . ,• : ;, ': -·. ,_ . ·.' -. ;-, ; , ·-

he said .to .Donin. Nachmanides said to C'hristiano: "I do not 
.. _ _._._.~- •,,·;.·_--;., ·-•·,.1~~·:t1 .. '.-'.1··. _: .. -•. •"1:J .- ,<>·,··j_'\j_·-:-i\·::.'..,:.:>.:_-. · __ :,d .:.·:_:_ ·_.:.,l ··; .-·-·.· 

believe .in this laggadah at ail." But· the different expressions 
:- ·.:. '.. j • ·: 

clearly show the negative opinion of Rabbi Yechiel, and the 

positive opini.ori' of Nachmanides. ·Doriin eridee.vored to 'pr'ove 
, • : •• I' - • .- , .. ·• • •. ' , -' . • • • 

the Talmud a menace, without;:regard as ·to what part he \W.S 

attacking;; the I Ho.lachah to him was as. Clilligerous . as the Raggadah. 

Christiano endeavored to prove''that the' Jews 'did 'not ·properiy 
. ' . ., ' . ,. . . • t. • ~ • . . . • .. ' • ' ·, . 

11riderst~d thEJ Talmud, ·basing hie cciritentiori on their refusal 
j , • • 

to. bet:i_eve _ _!n_ the· i,ieasiahship of jesuar,:. which~ according to 

his interpretation, th~ Taimud itseif'e'.dmits. His ·source of 

strength was the Haggadah he'· qu6ted. His tower of strength 

feli when N~chmanides p'os:l.t,ively'refused td 'believe:-~the· iiteral 

ni eanfng of :that Ha.ggad·ah •... Rabbi Yechiel I s reply regarding the 
'. • .. • . • ·- t •, .• ' . • . • ·, • • . . ' ·, • 

Ha.ggadah was ·of a negative ··chara.ot er, ·as his whole attitude 
. • • • ,, • • ' >. • , '. :- , . • . I• ._ . , • . ·. • . • • 

was to ·maintain'his defii'nsi ve position intact. 

VII. 
0
Th.e eagerness of Rabbi Yechiel and his religious fer-

, ,:, • . . . ,, ... , . ' ·. : i.- .' . 

vency is best ilJ,ustra.ted.iri his stat_ement:. "Concerning_ this 
~-- ·'-~.·: .; .:.- '; : .• '.t _, :·. ;, .::. ) . '• . ~. ,·. ·, . •' .: \ ; ,• 

ruler it is stated:'And.thou shalt pray for the peace o:t: the 
••!'1•: ':,.,' 1

\ • •\:' ••,
1 

,' i',. ,",~ 

sovereign •. '" The contrast of Na.chmanides' biting satire, in 
. ·'. L.i. :_. , .. • .:; :· ·; '·_•·.! .°; :~·. ·::::.-~" ·. - , .:.· -. ·. ·>- •·-: .'.: ·, ·-,,,: :·";", _ ,)_,' ' 

saying: ."When I s·e;-ye my ~reator, .. with youi: perl)li~sion, etc •• !. 
-::·i;; __ •,;,'.t.~~---,.•.; ·•·, '-.•~•.' ., .. ,,:',' _;,,. __ ·' ,'. ,,•::,,' ,' ;• ,,•·-,,-· ...... _,, 

my· r~\~~~ i_s _irideed _grel3.t;. but when t}:le3:e _will be. 13, king, ,an 
. : · . • ' I • , , : . :.. . • I . . ,•;. , . r :, ·. : 1 .· , • •• _. • . ~ •:. , • ; .- . ~ . , , \ . , , . . , , , . 

Israelite, etc •••••••• then will my reward not be as great," 
. . . . ,· r;- 1 ·, , ;_.. . : , , . , : . , _'. . ,' . . • . . . , . 

best describes his state of mind. Christie.no called.forth 
- I '. ·"1'"', /: .',, ·: _( 0 ·:_:~ •:. ~,':. , • • , , ~, •· ' ·• ·, 

1
_· .• : · !: "· l . 

i I 
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thi_s; st,~eruent from Nachinanides by:.:assert-ing that he i "will 
_;,• 

Qring_ evid_en~e · ths.t the Messianic: era'. has· already passed'~ 11 ·)' 

I>onin forced that defense :.out:•of ,Rabbi:.Yechiel:.by indictingr· 

the Je\v_a, that1they,,offered,•prayerssagainst ''thelking and-'the -
• 

people. '·', ,. ... 

.. :-! •:• •:,i(' <ji•.:' \., J •••,• \,j ,, .. • ,:_,•~; ➔•·: I -~!,(:;,,. 

VIII. · 'The audience of Rabbi Yechiel, whether it believed 
- • .•· -, • : ; • ; ' ,•; • I". •. j -i, : 

his defense or not, could find no prete~~e t~ be roused to 
I • ! , . 

' ,. . ''' ,, 

indignation, or to feel affended at his replies, which v.ere 
\. 

invariably particular 
'\ '·: . 

as ·tci the language used regarding their 
·:.. \ ;, • • ! .. . ... J _; • 

"·" , • ' • ,, I • 

deity, He was bitter against his former pupil Donin, To 
.'< .. !~ ' :_·:, :; :~ ·:_ C ~:, : : ';: ~;, . , .. 

this no one took exception. At beat, he was & M'shumod and 

an. informer, . even in .the , eyes: of. the very peopl:e · who 'used him · 

as _a ._tool cto_ rid_ .Franc.a. •of ,the. •least trace of'hereay. · MS:ch

mM,.ides replie.d pr,oudly ~ · often sarcastically, in one instance 

saying,: . "I:f the_: one mentioned :by Pablo .Christiano is meant ·' . : 

for ;Jesus,. and he :is.-God·, as .you·.think, he surely is not among 

the- women :thei·e,-11 ~- He.ispared not· his adversary, pointing con

stantly at :Christiano!a ignorance and attempts at falsif'ica-

tion; · but1'\.~ it her· did he :1n. the least spare -the 

the. adhere ~.·i>t Christianity. ·#ith, head erect, ... , 

feelings of 

towering, in-

tellectually, :f!ar· .. above hie· audience, the flo\v of words· came 

to.him with a:·fine ingenuity, and made him the envy of hi-a , 

antagonists .• ;,.; lie, forced the, judges· to admit that hisi testimony · 

deatr.oyed'.,Chrietiano' e case, and to rend'er · judgment in his\;·.· 

favor,, even} after he: pleaded not to proceed further with. 'the' 

disputation, .on'.,account. of: the threats ·he 'had received. : · 

.. , 

.. .. ' ' 
ff;,.:; ;'if' .. ! • . , i :, ' ' : . 
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'I 
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'. ',\ ,·- ·. ' · • ,, ' .: . ! ·.,. . i ·' :. - . 
• ••• ,.·.' ~ ' - • ' • ' • "\ • ,. • '. , • ' I I • ' .. ~- ••. ,..--,,-.,,·.·,. ; •. ,f.• •-.' 'i'-,~} •. ' ;_·.::'. •_;•","1"',_.~ .• ;·_ - .. : :-.-. '1•:',"·~ ,: -·~' •. 

the Jewish belief in the Halacha,· and the implied·respeot'for 
.... ,.,-.1 -·: •. , ·,.:\-• .:' ·;i- __ ._·,. .. J ~~ ~--\~ .... C.-.. •:· ... ;•:~~:!_, •.:··":'.'., ,_.,_,._.,., .. ··, " -~-. ..,_._,., 

t~e,'.H~~~a~~~-;j. but:, n~- .. ~~e r ,:~Te~ ~~;· ~~~-~p~~~t. -~!t ·.th~' le~t .. 
error in his interpretation of the Haggadio ·statements, which 

• • _ '1 j ; , • • - -- { ; •• I . . , . . ·r. . • 
' I • • \ • I ,• ' ' • > '•' • 

formed the basis of Donin's attack. Naohinanidea; in his re-

ply ~o;,. e;,,in~ D~ 1~1 '. ~ ,~o;h~ ~~ , Ba :VS .~· Oriho1iis 10ll: .; Ana.' 
behold, it is now, since the destruction, a thousand one hun-

. .. . . . ': . ·.. . • . . .: "·· . I- . ,.' : . . . . . : . .. . . . . . . : : ' . . . 
dred and ninety-five ye

1
ars, and it is our hope that the lJessiah 

wi'i1 ~'~}~~ at th~t 'ti:~ j fo; 'thi~:·:int~
1

~pre't~ti'.6n: is wei'l~founded 
',,,.:' ... ~:-,t .. .;_; ,,·.·.ii· •. ' ;.:-~/.,··. L<: ,•:··:• .. ·::I . ..-~.: .. , ;_·: .. ,:, ,,,'' ... - _!··.:, 'i.: •.• 

and proper, and believable." · · · · · · ·· · 
: , ' . ' I 1.. , , ., '· I , , . • • • . , ,. • . ' ·, 

... . . , ... · . • '· ..•. ' .>. , l, • ·. 

· X. · Rabbi: Yechiel :oonfined ,his. replies .. .to the meaning ,of'. ~he ,. 
0 < 0 • 'V • • • • : ' 0 ·•• •: ; 

Talmudic quotations· Donin complained _about. "hen Donin de-. 

nounoed the :Talmud:ic Ha.laoha foi: ·givi.ng .powers to the Rab'bie. _ . 
; . . ., ' ' " • · .· 1<, ... , , ,1 •• I.• · •• .. 

·to :~do :away. with the funaamentalC3,,of .Holy ~r;~, 11
. Rabbi .Yech1el 

replied that the _power ,was only_ ,,of a, te_mporary characte_r, ,c,it

ing the !inatano.e. of,-E.lijall 'a .ereoti_o~, of: 1an al tar. It -~a~,, 

ample for•:the. M'.:shum9~., T~e. 1~~uth_.in.Hala_cha,.however, is. 
• ,· • . •• ' •'• • . '. • •. I, 

that :only a,prophet.:,had,.the po~;- ~o suspend tempo~arily a . 
. • .• • ·, I 

.;'·law:r.of.the,,Torah. •·.The Rabbis ~ad the pov.tiz: to suspend,ala,w 
' . - . ·• ,' . ', .... 

:of.the .Torah'.Only when.they;or,de~ed to re.frain from doing a 
,_ . . ' ' -· . . . 

thing, such as blowing the ram' a horn trumphet on ll'ew Year, 

when it falls on a Sabbath. In the Temple, it was not considered 

a violation of the Sabbath, but in the Diaspora theJ did con

eider it so. But when the Torah forbila a thing, the Rabbis 

' 

had no power to permit it even ·temporarily. Such is the ea- I 
tablished rule oonoerning Sheb V' al Taaehah, and Kum Vaaafh. C 
But Rabbi Yeohiel, evidently, dd.d not care to discuss the 
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rules of Halaoha With the M' s~umod, be 1ng par~ioularly eager 

to bring an instanoe :f;o~ 'the.:Bible against which he could not 

oomplain.: But Naobmanidea '-was not oontent,.with ba.re inter•, . , . ,. ·••-. -•· ,•' . . .... ',I • 

pre tat ions of the J:laggadi~. quotat.ione .. which v.ere flung at him 

by Christiano. lie went DJ11oh deeper into the whole subjeot, 
·-- 1::.\.r.\ ._,. __ ;\·;_.\':·: '-·.:/: ,:··-'.:.:i- ·;_ ;)"'' >~ ·:•-'·_-:.::..>:\-:,,;_fl::·· i\ 1 ~l::• .. 

saying to the king: "the Creator of the heavens and the earth 
._ -~- .,.\J _,, : __ :_.- :;.<.~.:-·:-~.!· ~:• .. _. __ 1-~--- :·: .. : :._..~·)",!_'-:: ,_:r._:•~<:·:r;: .. : ·::' 

and all that is theririn, beoomee · an embryo and spends an ante-
•-·', .,~- '. ·\_·'.1 ... /,.

0

1\' '_,-· ···: .'_ ·'._. '·1· ~t'_,._. ·: '.: l·· · . .-_·-:.::: ·- ', -.~:~··:_:•:. 
natal ·period of( ae·ven)(nine:montha in the womb of a Jewess. 

He is ·born '~ 'infant and grows up; w~e~ he is turned over into 
' . ' : ' ~ ' ' , • , - ' • j , · ; ··1 • • : : : ·' ',, / "; ; , 

1
_: _,. -' ••. ·1 - . ; • -~ 

the ha.Jlds'. of his. ene'niies, who pr onounoe up on him the judgment 

of death,· a'ncl' do' pht him :lo ii~ath, when ·• 'as you say' he!';,_ 
.. ( I_' 

tui-?ia ba:~k' to his' origirial '•at''ate'l The 'Je.wish mind, or 'that 
·• • ! • . •• . '; \: t • • l, • • J_ -• 

o'f • any other man,· can conoeive no such thing. 11 This is argument • 
. ·· '. . .. -·, :. ; .t·.'! .: .. ~ .. . =_,./.,•. ·' • . ; •• j_' :··•\, .· .•. 

And·· ·1 twas· of a· very dangerous nature. The proud position _of 
- ·_··- •. ·----:-,,J ,:,•- 1·' ~ , ·: •• /~ .•• •·,•.~ •• ·1 •.,11, 

tne· Jews of··spairi during._that period' alone prompted Nachmanidee 
· · · ~ . -- i · • · ,. ~· ~ ' r ·: · · :-' · . , 1 

• ·; \ • • , ' • .. • 

to. adopt 'au.oh·~ attitude •. He kne\v' that he was ca'lled forth 
" , , ' , · \ _: ( 1' . • ·:, , , ,' . I . 

for a disputation~. Rules" were adopted and a subjeot selected. 
, . ' •. , • . . . '.·,• ' .. '. '. .· :, •.· '.l .· •.· ,·: · .. · .. • . ;·, • ,· .•• 1_, '. ' . .'. ~., ' .. ,.• ._' • ... -

He was within his right, and that right he·did not surrendei 
'. -::- ,; ·1 • • ' • ~- • ' .'. • ::· 

either to 'king or b:Lahtp. · R~bbi Yechiel knew that he wa.a on 
r. '. 

, I', . :_ •, . , . , . - , . . . ,,'. . , . . . . •. 

trial·; · that his· people were on trial. He resorted to no ar-

' • • • • I 
' .... , . ., 

. ' . . . 
• ·r I ' '• : { •_, •• i, .• . (: 

. . :...· ' ''· .. 

l': 

.-. 
•,,I 

' ,'·.: . .. 



. CHAPTER' FO 

~IOGHAPHIES OF RABBJ: n!CHIEL, ICHOLAS DONIN, lTACHMANIDES, _ 
. . . .' .• .· • . 't ' -..·. •,. ·, • ':'-, ., . 

. -: \ . 
AND PABLO CHRI TI~fO • 

. . ' 

A. Rabbi: Yechiel ben Joseph·· of Paris. was ·born at 01.feaux', '· 

at. the end. of the twelfth''century ••. Ria ·Fr~ncli nanie·was Sir 

Vives, and in rabbinical literature he ·is known· as YechiEil · 

of Paris~ Yechiel the Holy, Yechiel the. Pioui and Yechiel 

the 'Elder·. He· was one of the· most distinguished of the scholars 

and disciples of 'Judah Sir Leon, whom he.· succeeded 'as head 
, • . ' ' • ' . • I . ' . ~ . . • • • ' ' 

of the Talmudic al school in Paris, in 1224. · This school~· 
• • : .. 1 ,•. ' • . • . ,. 

while under Yechiel' s direction, ·was· attended by many well-
,· r . , -, .. : , .. ·- ., -· ., ·.. , - • . - _: - .·. . . · .. ,- • 

known Tosafists,·which included Isaac of Corbeil~ Perez ben 

Elij~h- of. Corbeil, Yatkar· of Chinon, Meir of Ro.thenburg, and. 

many other famous rub is of the thirteenth century •. Yechiel 
. : . '.·· . .. \ . ' ' 

was favorably received by the French Court, an~ enjoyed the . 
. : '. . . • • ; . '·. ', ·, . . ! . ·: .' . . . . .. ' _: ; ' . ,, ' . . . . . ' • 

respect of non-Jew, as well as of Jew. His position as head 
.• f, I • • • • • , • " , • • ,•• ' . ' 

of. the Jewish community compelled him into enter into many 
.'.-.!;;,.\ -· .:··'.· ,j'.·.· .. ',h- , .. .' ~ , " . . .. ·., ··!. 

controversies ,with Christiana.. Once he. had to prove the fal-
• ' ' . - . ' : ' : '. , .. • ·. : . \ I ~ . . ,, ' ' • ' : •. ' . ' •: ; . 

sity of the a.rgl.inients advanced by the chancellor of. t.he uni-
. •.-. :·• 1. · .. - : ,: :- · ' · : _; -,_. : .. •. ··: ;-· C, · · : : ~: . . · · ', · . · . : · .- · 

versi ty,, who a~tempte d to show from the Bible that_ the Jewish 
.' ' ' •• • '• . • •. ,· . : • - ; . . •, ' . I • . • . . • . • . I 

ritual demands. t.he :use of Chris~~an blood~.· On another occasion, 

he _debated wi~h a :friar who, <>n_the .st1·ength of a misunderstood 
• • : •.• •, i. •,I',•.~ . • • , ;, .• ' ' . ,,a • • • ' -• ,' '. • ' ' • • .' • • ' • 

text, maintained, that the Jews could_ not consistently with 
... : ; .· .. -··,. :::. :· ;_· -< ,: .,·.- •.'.'~!-~'.·.. . . . . • .-. 

their. beliefs bear_ Witness in qourts .of justice. However, the. 
; ·• ' .. ·, I' ~ •--: , ,. • . '. ' , . ., . , . . . , . , . -. ' • , . • : '. 

moat important controversy into which he was drawn was the 

disputation that he had with the convert, Uicholas Donin, at 
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the Court 'of -Louis the IX, in which he refuted the· charges 

of blaspheny that were ·hurled against the Talmud. '" But 'des-, 

pi te his he:roio ,efforts, -the decision of the prejudiced judges 

was not rendered · in 'hie .favor and the Talmud was condemned. 

After this controversy,· the status of the French Jews became 

steadily worse and the eon ·of Rabb_i Yechiel i among others, 

was thrown into prison on a baseless charge.. He decided there

fore to leave France with his son and go to Palestine, where 

he stayed lkntil his death in 1286. 

As an •authorr.1 he was chiefly known ae a Toeafisp. 

He wrote Tosafot· on many of the Talmudic tra.ctates. He is· 

also mentioned· as a Bible commentator and as a writer of· 

in Paris during the first :half of the thii·teen~h century. 
. . . . ,. . . .... . . . . . 

He 

was by no me ans an une duca te d individual , as he s tu.died at _the 

Talmudic Acade~y of Paris, first under Rabbi _Judah Leon and 

then under Rabbi Yechiel. In 1225, he was excomrnuniua.ted by 

Rabbi Yechiel in the presence of the whole Jewish congrega

tion; because of the heretical views he entertained about the 

value of oral tradition. For ten years, following his excom-
- ,' . .. . . ' . ·' 

munication, he still continued to cling to Judaism, but in 
. . ' . ' ' . ', 

1235 he decided to give up his ancestral faith entirely and 
' : '' . ' .' ' ·, _:, ; _'· ;_, t - . ! . '. " 

to join the ranks of Christianity. He was baptized and induct.ed 
M • ' ,,, ., • ; l I ' ' ... ' ~ ' • • ' • ' ,. ·, ' •• ·, " ~ ' •• , - • . · .. ·, ,' ~ ' . . i -~ < • • • ·, ·,. ~ : ' 

• . ... ·_1 -: • 

l 



100 . , .. 

into the Francis can, order: of monke under the. · .. nam~ _of Uioholas . 

Donin •. Immediately ·following his conversion he• commence_d to 

exert every effort. to ·.exact: vengeance from .his former co~ 

religionists.• ln'.the .. same.year of his apostasy, 1_235, the .. 

monks were preaching among• .. the .li'rench to obtain recruits .. for. ' .. 

a Crusade. In the:.following year, Donin succeeded _in so in

citing the ·Crusader)against. the Jews thet the holy assasins .. · 

massacred three thousand Jews.at Bretagne, Anjou, and Poitou, 

and. forcibly converted five hundred, in addition. to burning I 

I 
all Jewish. books 

he s entr list of 

that Cl;Ulle. int.o. their possession. In 1239, i!,,i,~t,;,,f I 
' incriminating acousations against the Talmud 

I 

to Popt3 Gregory !Xi .at Rome, _pointing out that the Talmud wa , ,: 
) \ (~<>1' "<'\ . ' , ., , . • ·• r11••,,/ 
' integrity of •,,,,,,\:.¾/i_.{/t.i ' 

. ~., r 

an immoral,, blasphemous work, subverting the 

Christianity and the 
. : .. n,·- . . .. 

the Pope is~d bulls 

Uhurch • As a result of Donin's charges, ~J 
to the bishops and kings of the countries 

under his dominion, · charging them to seize all copies of the 

Talmud and to burn them if an inveati.gation of their contents 

revealed the truth of Donin's statements. France was. the only 
, ' ; • • . I .' . . ~ 

country to obey the Pope's uommand, for the clerics and th·e··· 

of Donin. 
, . 1 , • ,' :· '1· 

The French authorities confiscated every copy· o·f 

the . Taimud they could la·y hoid of and brought them t~ Faris, 

where an inquiry was ·he°id and 'a public .disputation arrange·d 
,'.;' .. ' . ; t'1 - ~ , ! ._, -'; ' .-·• . ~ ~- I - ' \ •, ' •- I· 

between Donin and Rabbi Yechiel of Paris, over the conte'nts 
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damnable·. wprk, worthy. of destruct ion. · He suoo eeded in · winning 

hie point; as the. Talmud 'was condemned and ordered .to .be· 

burned. :In .a letter written on May 9, 1244, to Louis IX,· 

Donin took:great pains -to point ·out to the king that it was 

the Talmud a.lone whioh kept the. Jews from deserting the fa.it 

of their fathers and beooming Christians.· Altho the blood

libel charge was not ·.brought out by Donin during the 4isputa

tion, it is .an established fact that he used this vharge when 

he sought to stir up the Crusaders agai~t the Jews. The 

Latin account of the disputation that \\8.B written some time 

later and, called Extractionea de Talmut, wee probably written 

under the supervision of Donin. 

' ' 
date that he commenoed to compose his work, the Wars of the 

. . . '. . ' 

Lord, in whioh he defends this great codifier, against the 
. •. , . :,. . •; .I . ' ~ .. ,.· ' ' ,•· ·_, ,' • •, , , . ; • .. •, . . :: ; . • ' ••.. .' ) , ,' r_ '.'/ . , . , •::• ',' . , ·. ·:-. . 

strictures of Rabbi Zechariah. Concerning the private life 
. . ·. ' . . ' ·, ' ' . ' . 

,, ' , ~ _·_. ' • 'l 

~~ 
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of Naohma.nides very little is, lmovm, We only know that he 

had· a family oomposed of eons. and· daughters, bu.t the later 

p1ateri ty' of Nachmanides is better known to fame. . Rabbi Levi 

ben Gershon wae one .of hie descendants; so· also wae Rabbi 

Simeon ben Gershon;. whilst 'Rabbi Jacob s,ortae, in the · 

eighteenth century,. derived his. pedigree from Naohmanides, 

As to his calling, he was occupied as rabbi and teacher, 

first in Gerona and afierwards in Barcelona. For his live-

lihood, he. probably depended ·on his me1iaa.l practice, lie 

opher, a great ,aontraversalist, . and perhaps also a gr·eat 

physician~· He represented Judaism from the side of emotion 

and feeling, as did• Maimonides from the *ide of reason and 

logic. He.tried.to-play the. role of conciliator in the 

struggle of the 1\fa.imonidists against -the anti-Maimonidiste. 
public · 

The second -event• in the/life of Nachmanides was the · 

disputation he-held in the court of Barcelona with a convert. 

In the year 1263, a convert, :Pablo Christiano, induced King 

James I· of Aragon to awnmon !Iachmanidea to a disputation that 

would .be, held at Barcelona.· The controversy began on July 

twentieth, 1263,. and lasted for four non-consecutive days.• 

The king,, .before the controversy·,· promised. Nachrnanides · that 

forgot .the !pr omiae ·.that was ·,made -to Nachman ides and commenced 

tp persecute him for what he had said at the disputation. 

(l 
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u ·di) · . t .. t· .. • rooee .. ngs were a ar ed·againet himin'..1265, andhe .. was-:. 
I . . 

charge a/with '-making .,remarks :offensive to ·.,the Christian re-

lifiion/ All ·oopi'es of ,his aooount,•.of the d·iaputation, that·. 

could /be -seized v.ere -:publicly '.burned., Upon the complaint 'of · 

the Diominioan monks~ :Pope Clement: IV~ -probably; in'l266 or, 
I 

1267/. addressed a bull to King James I of Aragon, instructing 
~ . 

him to restrain the blasphemies of the' Jews against the Chris-

tian religion,: ·and principally .to·Jluniah this Jew, Astrugas 

de.Porta, that is Nachma.niles,. for his. written account of the 

disputation, which was full of lies and fictions~. However, 

the king was sympathetically inclined ;toward .Nachmanides and 

did riot desire to punish-:ihim as severlly as the l?ope had de

manded. lfachmanides.remained for,a sho·rt time .after this·, 

eithe-rihCastilleor:in·.SouthFrance, but in 1267, he left 

Europe and,:emigrated. to l?aleatine.' ·. At this junctu.rP. of ,his. 

life, he ,was a man of about· seventy •. • 1hi.ring. the three year.a 
~ . /'') 

1,, 
he· spi nt 1n··Pa1e·stine, he wrote the bulk ot -his commentary· ~r 

---·---------- . I I: f 
on the·•Pentateuch. ·· . • .. · - . _,,(:.,/l-1i~/~,l,.{,,{l,.,1 · · 

· His:works~ the.Sacred Letter and·the Law·of Man, were 

· an attempt .to relieve the harshness of ~he antithesis ·of· 

the·impure b_ody and the pure ·intellect •. The d!estiny .of,man 
I. 

and :the dootrine ·of :1'13ward and punishment is· treated in the . 

concluding chapter of the Law of 1fan, 'which''is known under·· 

the title }of The Gate ·.af Reward •.. 

·. •: :,He·:is ::pei-~ the>first '''Jewish writer 'who ·mentions· the 

Apoc ryphal book,: the·· Wis llom of, .. Solomon, .. which., he knew from : · 

t''. 



a Syriao version 

was influenced 'by mystical tendencies altho he never wrote 
; • I 

• • • • • • I 
. .. ~ '. ' . , . . . ' 

a Ca.bbaliatio book. He wrote several letters to his children 

which}w.ve b~er ~es~rved~, .H~a l~t~er·· f~~; A;+ ... \.:~:'.a' ~}>r~ ~? ··C 
Ethical will. _: lie died in the year 1270, in the Holy Land • 

. j . .' • . ,, 

tool to bring about the conversion of the Jews, ao he sent 
. . , 

him on a missionary journey among the Jews of the Provence, 
... ', . ' . ; . ' . ' . . : . : .... 

which ended in failure. However, Christiano entered the realm 
' I ' : ' 

Pena.forte, he suc.:ceeded in persuading_ King James I of Aragon 
· .. _.. . '.: ... ' . \ ·. 

to summon Nachmanides to Barcelona to participate with him in 
, .... 1: :-:·. . , ... 

a disputation ov'!1' the Talmud. Christiano felt sure that vio-
.· ' 

tory would be his and he antioipate4 that. wholesale conv.ersiona 
· , • 1: :'.' .. ',. ~ ; , ·. '. •. • • 1 ., . ' \ ' \ ; ~ ; ·. • ·., \ ,' \" • i ""' ' · ' •, . 

would follow the disputation. But tre king permitted Nach-
, \ ~•/- • ~, - , J • ,- .',r ·, 

manidee to make an adequate defense and the latter defended 

the Talmud so well that the vio,Pory was awarded him. However, 

this momentary setback did not deter Christiano from further 

activity among the Jews. lie denounced Nachmanides' account 
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f 
of the) dispute as a libellous· attack on Chriati~nity and he 

J 
was ozte .of, the . i.n~ividuBl;s .who prompted Pope CleDlent IY, in 

! . . . . 

' 1~67_/to issue _a bull to King Jamee I of Aragon, relative to 
_.;>',., ' . . ' ' . . : ' . . ' ' . ' . 

the punishment of Nac~idea. More over, Dhristiano embarked. . . . . .. ,. 

on a proselytizint jo11rney among the Jews, armed with a man

date whio ~ King Jame a I ha4 issued on August 29, 1263, iri which 
. , ·, . ,' \ ,, . .. '' ' . .' ' •,. . ' . 

he informed the Jews that he had appointed Christiano to preach 

the .word of God unto them.Christiano failed to win any converts, 

despite the power vested in him. In a mandate issued by King 

also on August 9, 1263, the King ordered the Jews to 
., J ' 1 t' . 

,. f • 

efface ~rom their books all blasphemies against the Christian 

religion, which might be pointed out in these books by Chris

tiano. 

Christiano finally went to Pope Clement IV and denounced 
. I 

the Talmud, ~s9.erting that it contained blasphemous statements 

against Jesµs and Mary. The Pope issued a bull, in 1264, to 
1 ' • • ·, ·_ ~ : ., • • 

the Bishop of Tarragons, commanding him to submit all copies 
' :, ·-, . . . ' ··•·· . . . . ' . . . . 

< •. 

of the ~I.1almud to the examibnation of the Franeiscans and the 
'•. I• • ' 

Domini~aru.3. A commission v.as then appointed by the k_ing, 
,, ', !, . .• l 

which included Christiano in their number, and which obliterated 
. ,' . . 

all passages in the Talmud, that apparently contained blas_-
.! f , •• , • I .' 1 , , ' , ; , ' , ·, ' ·• • ~ • • , , , • ' '• , .. 

phemous statements against Christianity. In 1~69, Christiano 
. ' '·. ,. . ' ' ,-, . . 

induced Louie IX, of Franc,e, to_ enforce the canoniual edict 
' i. 

requiring Jews to wear badges. 
' . . ' ' ' .·,_; 

I,'. 
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. ' . · ··, ·. • CONCLUSION.·•· · .. ' .. l. : '. : l . 

In conclusion, but little can be added to .what has 
,',,, 1 , I,',\. ',1. ··,.•.:··.;, '\, /,_· ~.J ... ~ ·•:.--:-• •·:.•'.' .. •.·- ;·'/ __ : :;,.' ,:1 •: !' 

already been set forth in the preceding chapters of this 
··.:~"·_-_::;·' . ;) !,..,,i·· ','.. !'- ','','. ,:,··.: ,, . ,.--·i,: .'. . t, >·:s::,'),:i_;· ,; ~ ri 

work. It was inevitable that the disputation between Rabbi ' 
....... 1.··.··::::.~--.-·.~-:. ,·_:~'. ~ .. , · :·-·• .. ·. · - ·. · · :-·:.r ... ·•·, .. ··:-.,·, 

Yechiel and Donin should end with the defeat of the valiant 

defender of Juiaism. Despite the cogen~y of hi~ ar~ent~, 
. _• .. ··.·,. ·,_ ... .. : •, :~--~->~ •.. ··•_· :~. - .·•.'<~: f_ .• , .. '.~. ·t;::~-r1_ ,-~:.,.: 

the Talmud was condemned by the :b,rench judges and all copies 
•. ' j .• ;-.'' .• ··.,i:,~:·; __ 

of it that had been seized were subsequently burned. 
·,. . ·. .. - ! ·.·, '• . '. . ' ,. . 

With regard to the outcome of the lfachmanides-Christiano . . . ' 

controversy, one_ is rather surpris~d, in the face of r1:1-cts,, 
: .. 1 .::.>_,:,:: ," .: 't . ,•••.:-_\,,1° .... \~ .. , .• ·,_' >. - • ·,• ',. • I '··,' ·/~·-•., ,·' ,: · 'j'',,. ,:: 

to learn that a Dominican monk, named Denifle ~ wrote an ar-
• _, :: ; . :, . : ,.'.t. _;~,·. . . -,•. t.' :· :·,··:_-:;:: ,!,\ .·:•~ C 

tic le in 1887, in the His to;i.achea J!trbuch of· the G~rres-

Gesellschaft, in which he uontended that nachmanides had to 

flee from the scene of the controversy immediately following 

its termination. Deniile based his conclusion upon the Latin 

source of the disputation that was composed by the Dominican 

friars. !i'his source not onlJ. maintains tha.11. Nachmanidea fled, 

but that thruout the controversy he resorted to falsehood to 

support his cause. Now, in_ the light of actual happenings, 

it is plain that the Dominicans deliberately distorted fact 

in order to ,ursue their fanatical policy of propaganda. For 

the Hebrew sourue of the controversy was prepared by Nach

manidea at the command of the B.~~hop of G~. Andrhere it 

is specifically stated that he did not run away, but that he 

parted amiabli from the king, who advanced him money to defray 

his expenses •. Moreover, when an offiu ial--procedure was .. atarted 
' . 

a~~nst Nachmanidea in 1265, it was rightly said that he had 

V 
.,, 

j : 



107 

written for the bishop of Girone had offended the Cbris·tiun . ,,---_ 
religion, ·out contrary to the contention of Denifle and. the 

La.tinssouroe, it was not said that he had· ma.de· errors or un

truths. Befofe the proo:f!s and evidences of the controversy, 

it was impossible to advance suoh a charge at that time. But 

only 1n the charge which was la.id muoh later against Uachmanides 

before the Pope was he accused of falsehoods. And when the 

Pope issued a bull repeating the charges of his accusation, 

he had no proof of the proof _of what' the monks had.written . ......------,.-,_.:,__ ___ ___ 
him. All that he could do was to reiterate the charges. It 

is thus qui:te evident that the truthful and unbiased account 
247 

of the disputation is the one by Nachmanidea. 
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