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The fact ‘that moet iz 61:""‘"5.11 of the age-old ac-
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ousat ione againat the Talmud and Rabbinical literature emanate
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'from within ‘ag the inatanoee of‘”the M'ehumodim Donin e.nd
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chrietianb are typical reducee the problem of oonvere'iion to

the limite of the abilityfof Jewieh eoholarehip Ito oofnbat the

menaoe by making the treaeuree of Talmudiem and Rabbiniem an

open "book to the oiv1llzed world. | Being an inner Jewish prob- ‘

L A

1em the Ghrietian denominations will take no exoeption to

! -~

euoh efforte aa the love of truth to-day ie rooted too deep
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to admit mere bigotry ae a factor in the attempt.
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Admitting that beneath every ant'i‘ Jewieh attack liea a8
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germ of enoient and medieval pre;]udioee based ‘upon the identi-
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oal misinformation which brought about the burning" of the Talmud
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and the expuleion of the Jewe during the Middle Ages 1t be-

£

oomes even more important in the present generation to impart

the truth to the non-Jewieh world. X That mill“ions are spent

annually by eome denominatione for the purpoee of oonverting

Jewe and that moet’mediume utilized are ‘erstwhile Jews who
corim v ¥

either for dollare or for promotion deeerted their ran]-'eh ie

too t.well known to require further proof that the means employed

-,i‘ ,_ . '!.r‘

now are no different now than the meane ueed in the time of

~ ' . L . ' a . 4y
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I-udwig IX or Jamee I .

Politioal apedienoy was more than once eubetituted for
religioue zeal by determined minoritie‘e or‘ by loeing ma;]oritiea-
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it is therefore no new feature in history to find whole groupe
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even natione 1ooking thru the wrong end of the tGIGSCOpe where
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't'he::--Je}vs,, are conoerne_d_.‘fi‘f‘ The: ina:‘a.see_;ctoi_-day:.- 'afe,-d‘stf'-eaaily inv

| ‘fluéﬁced,z; When-:"re-li'g‘-i'ous'.--pr.e Judioces: :s.ré ’ in:]ect ed.agd: an-. e'-le.ineﬁ'tl', |
asf"z..-.they wér.e.;'ih'-s the: days of: Gregory Iy Eld.ers "of~Ziori-*libels,'
blood: aooueé.tidns -ories of: internationalism ;.esiwell: as: . the:
"entire program of anti- Semitiem without a rellgious back=: i
ground’,-would find no-audience.in-civilized state 8. -~ But. the
entire volume of: modern-én]tie-_.Jewiah..pr'op'aganda is buf_c 8. new
edition of the defamatory metter supplied ages ago. by é.p ostates,
which:should be thrown out: of. court.es. -C_lgg_e_'tﬁé&; SR RIS
TRSNOATS Both.Ra.bbi:Je*l'i-féal and the Hamban knew that :the. ground
whéreon they stood was mined, and clearly saw the results which%.
were to follow; yet have the generations which followed them
failed to ettach the, K least blame to their names for having

made the :peplies to Donin and Christiani, a8 they did. Truth

is the mightiest weapon of the ages. Justice is but the hand=-
maid of t:r-ut‘h. But neither truth nor justice cen prevail against
ignorance. Xnowledge properly seeded willl‘.t.)ring out the truth,
when Jjustice will reign supreme. The evident intentions of

the movers of the disputetions are recorded in the events whihh
followed; but the motives of Ratbi Yeghiel end Nadhmenides can
best be appreciated now, after the lapse of almoat seven cen-
turies., It was therefore my saored duty to t ranslate the dis-
putations in a form and manner which will be apprecizted by |

the student. The duty entailed much research, particularlyl

in transleting the record of the Rabbi Yedhiel - Donin

Viklmal.:h, as there is practically not a single reference given
in the printed edition ( Thorn, 1875 ) . The Ramban's
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Vikkuadh, as odited by Steinachneider ( Berlin, 1860 ) ,’ ai‘t’n‘d‘
& number of referances are given also required much care in |
filling in omieeione and . correcting quctatione., The -intro-*_
duction covere eeeential events as a background leading up to
the dicputations. | The comperieon between the twc dieputatione
givea the different angles frcm which each M'shumod chcse to
attack the Talmud and the p90ple that believes in it and
i’urnishes the striking contrest between Rabbi Ye#hiel and |
Na.\:hmanidee. The biographical sketchea of the chief flgures
in the dieputaticna are given in the interest cf truth. |

~.':f.,

Cincinnati April 15 1926.-
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There are numeroua zeoorda 1n the Talmud and Midraeh ikwhvfﬁhn
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ag well as’in secular’ Sources’ of dieputatione Fotihon’ “Jews”
éﬁ&tnbﬁaﬁt :and between.Jewe and the early Christians. Moet
_of thoae however were“learned disPutations ag’ the one‘on
acoount of a statue the image of Emperor Callgula, erected
in the aynagog of Alexandrla “to whlch the Jews tooh exoeption
and beoauae of whioh they delegated Philo to head a deputation

to the Emperor but Which the antl-Semitee of the day favored

N R 3

and appointed Apion to head.thelr delegation- “ or the refu-
& B /
tationa of R.Simlai and R?Abbahu N regarding the Chrlatian 2

ooneeption of the Trinity and their Dogmaa in general.l But
this " claee of dieputationa belong rather to early polenioal
iiterature which beoame an element in the rellgioue llfe of
the Jewa ahout the middle of the aeoond eentury B, C., when the

Jewish soholara were oalled upon to’ defend Judaiem againat

the Hellenieta and evidently ended ‘with the ‘document oalledF %','
%P\W
"De Inaolentla Judaeorum“ by Agobard the Carlonigian prelate
(779-840) ‘ Aotual harm politioally or’ eoonomioally, o the
1

Jows as & reault of diaputatione ‘were quite impoealble prior !

to the th1rteenth century, ag’ the Chureh was not yet a potent

-
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polltioal entity.’”
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In"the" thirteenth century, ‘the" polit iBal™ power ¢0f1the
Church réached its héight.' ‘Inficcerit I1I, after’the: death!of
Henry VI (1197), *commenced topreach orusades against-heretics,
particularly against ‘the” Mohammeda.ne and his‘undisputed’ powers 1
1Pt in  their Wwake & trail of -eufi’ering --among---thesJewe_.when-,

at 'his command- "e.-ei"ilead"e wag  conducted: againet..'I:he-“'Albige-ilesee,

(+1209:<"122%"),"" The" Yellow- Badge - the: Injuisition, the Blood %

e

Libel end maiiy. other- defamations are traced to:the:first. quar- éaffn{f
e N

T T e il 7
ter of the: thirteenth century. ' In:1215 the seculaxr.power, of faf i
SR NI

L,
the ' Church: became’ supreme, for in"that:year; the. fourth . {
Lateran Syhod:was lield, which was attended.by Church officisls
from'all. European countries, who formlated: the:doctrine that

the’ Church’ is sbove the State. It was' during that -time that:
resbolutions’ Were pas sed ‘against: the Jews, prohibiting them from
charging &' high rate*of 'interest t¢ non-Jewish bLorrowers,: from
appearing on the streets. on Esster day, from holding public:-
ofﬁce ~“and~foreing" them tovwear: marke of ‘shame 'on their.:

garments. England expelled the’ ‘Jews' end Germeny continued to {,531)% ’ e

T, et T T T N eyt T e

"pereeeute_-them,wgiving the“blood libel as. en excuse, altho: . '”)"
Innocent IV issued ‘an edict ‘sgeinst beliwtng:z 4t ( 1247 ),

‘In ‘the fieantime’, the Church'added to its temporal :-: -

‘powera also the power '-t"of-?c‘e‘rie_uv_:;'_f; ‘the ‘Jewish writings, to con~

deinn whe't ‘it' disliked," and ‘toinfliet punishment: upon those-

Jews''‘who ‘¢laimed ‘that their -writimgs were free:fr om-any evil

exp'z‘e'eei'ons'f'=-‘dgeine1:' the Christians, & . . < lowl. i oo
~'Perhaps-the ‘strangest: phenomenon of that -period is -

the i’act that it also was the Golden Per}od of Jewieh echolar-‘-?-'

e ot e 1 ST e B e, W

ehip 1n the I.Iiddle Agee. And yet perhape that in itself was

v

M il \’,.-—‘-...-f




vii

-

partiygthe%causewdfitﬁefmightytattécksaandpofgantée¢ue£fortay
.ofatheaChnrchftofdeatfoyhJudatam;uorathngewaﬁ5drfbofhaialt¢3y
waézthenmthat”the%greataqontroverSyuovérithd Séfer-he<ladda; .
and:Moreh Nebuohim of ' Maimonides held ‘the attentioniof:all
Jewish:scholais.- Thé 'hunt-against ‘heretios: inveded also:the -
JéwishxhaﬁttatidnTandgiat leastﬂiﬁébﬂb?inﬂt&nbe,ithe’aidfof
the ‘Inquisition:was:enlisted. :Solomon of lontpellier; dis=
appointed-that ‘his~excommunication against those:who!studiédf-r
the works.of Maimonides ( :1232 ') was not at all éffective,
related his troubkes to Inquisition hesdcuerters, Wwith the -
result -that ‘the. Church séized :and burned .the iworks, . Thig. .
incidént; no ‘doubt, :gave.impetus 'to:much.less scrupulousiani:
much :more -8piteful Jews,. or "ex=Jews, to :bring.calumnies against
Jewiéh»writings.. Be i%ﬁaSﬁit*may;?thevfaetrrémainaﬁthat;ths
year 11240 saw the*1nauguration_ofafbrcedtdisputations;xdes-;u
tined-in;the"suoceeﬂingygenerationa.to?growgtntouatformidable
literature and become:the :inspiration.for eruel and murderous
treatment of.the Jew., -It is-historioaliyfsignificantﬁtoinoteﬁ,
that this initial ‘attack'was :instigated by-a Jew ‘nemed Nicholas
Donin,:of La Rochelle, France. - :

~ o iIn the .year 1225;¢NidholasvDonin:hadfbeenfﬁubliclyrexaﬂ
communicated by Rabbi.Yechiel of Paris foér his hereticsl 'lean-
ings.’ .He vas subsequently:comverted .to Christisnity:end: in-
ductedfinto'thEﬂFrancisoanwtorderkof%friars;.:Fromithe*timew
ofwhisﬁconversion'heéwaspever:animatedtbyiaavindictive:degire
to‘bringfruinﬁandudest;uction;upon'his.fbrmprzco;religionista,
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thue for: the firsf’time demonetrating therpeculiar paychology
that has’ motivated almoet every iJewish apoetate since hi's’ day.

| In the year 1239 hé. brought +0*“the" attention ‘of* Pope’ Gregory IX
8- number of incriminating chargea against ‘the Talmid’, “thrn "
which He oonrinced.the-PoPe-that it was-'a dangerous end‘blae-
phemdus’ work', prejudicial t'o' the ‘welfers’ of the Church’and’ ;
Christienity, “The statememts of Donin'prompted the Pope t6°
issue Several bills 'to“the bishops and kings of countried ihder
his influenbe3Which”had'eé‘their“pnrpoee the veritication of
the charies against the"Talmd. 'All  oopies were o' be'selzed

and*the ir’ contints submitted' to” the examination’of the Chris:
tian ‘authorities:  "The Pope, on''June’ 9 1239, addressed’ bBhlls
to'the bishops of England ; France, Castilie’ and Teon' amd

on June 20,1239, t6 the kings of France, England' Aragon,”’
Castille," and''to the ‘bishop and members’ of the iranciscan  ind
Dominican’orders of friars of ‘Peris.’ In'France alome was
any-heed paid to;these bulls: 'King Louls the Piciis, (ILudiwig IX),
was ‘e faithful son of ‘the Church. who t0ok the commands of the
Pope seriously-end- endeavored to follow them zealously in' his
own ' kingdom.- Donin-also exerted" every ‘effort to 'make &lire“that
the -papsl .edicts were ‘obeyed in-eévery respect. ' In this ‘he' was
aided by the Dominicen and’ Frenciscan' friars. -As's result’
evefy’ebpyrofﬁthe"Talmﬁd«thet?aoﬁid>possib1j be seized wag ' "

brought to' Paris and ‘an inquiry &rgénizeiiﬁé*iﬁvééfigéﬁef{ts |

contentss” There 48" ho “information ‘to ‘be haa regarding the

details and method ‘of procedure ‘of 'this inquiry at! Parie X~
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cept irig that ‘an“importent ‘role was 'played by Eudes ‘67 Chateauroux,
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the. chancellor of the University .0f Paris, and that“a public
disputation.was ordered by the King Yo Dbe held ;over. the oon-
tents of the Talmud between leading representatives of the
Jews-and Nicholas Donin., The four .rabbis ‘who wers called to
defend the Talmud against the aoousations of Donin were |
Rabbi Yeohiel of ?aris ‘Rabbi Judah b David. of mmlun Rabbi
samel b.Selonon end kabw Loass,of Gousy. . The dispute took
plgqg.in‘1240 at_the.oourt of_&ingibonislandtthe:ohief‘defen-
der of -the Talmmd was Rabbi. Yechiel. o -

There are Two souroes of information that Iurnieh the
details of this disyutation between rabbi Yechiel and Ndeholas
Donin., EQne,is writtenjln}ﬂebrew,Ttheﬁother‘in Latin. ??9;
Hebrew;sourqegwas=edited in its totality-from:a:manuscript
of the Netional Library et Peris in 1873, under the title of
Vikkuach Rabenu Yeehiel_Of Paris.d ThenLatin SOuroefie”found
in the lLapin meanuseript number 16,508, folio 231, of. ‘the Nation—
al Library at Paris,. This last%mannsoript,is;lessrattendedJ
to than the. former altho it containg mch additionaliinforma-

— -

tion that. is of some . 1mportanoe for.a, comprehension of the
Christien reaction to the Telmud.. It is entitled mmugﬂ?
de Talmut, *and _was, oomposed aftersthe burning of. the Talmud”in;
/\ 124é by the order of Iudes .de. Chateanroux for the purpose'

of 1nforming the Christian ‘theologians as to the errors, blas-
phemies,.andJobsourities-of the Talmud, because they might
thru.ignOrance consider it a harmless book that oould be tol-
erated._ The author of the ‘Extractiones. was. aided by two |
°h?%'fi!ﬂﬂﬂWhowereaapperentlv-Fsllrrﬁ?seimianebreWr: Ticholas

Donin, no doubt cooperated with them in its composition. The
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w'ork;;via‘ mb.d.e up: of: two iparteq 3..';::;'Inz-..-.the firét part;:the:matter &
a;;traqted‘i;, i’rbm, thé u.;‘.Talﬁrud is aystematica.llyr-c;l.asaiﬁ.e. d:under
a.definite; nﬁmbe r-of  headings ; Pors example } sthe *'author'it;v ‘of .

the: rabbia and the Talmud blasphemies in the- Talmud ratosiy

and: An., the second part it :f.'ollows “the order:of:the: tractatea

of the :Talmud, -And.at.the' end there is  f ound, amid “other ’rdoq-
uments, the thirty-five chiéf acousations ‘that the:E ope “brought
against the:Telmud, with'a commentary, ‘the replies of -Rabbi -

Yochiel and (Rabbi - Judeh:at.the ;disputation , ‘the bulls ‘of *Pope
Gregory I 'and .finally the condemnation of - 124# pr 6riounc ed z

by Eades e Chatesuroux.. M W il brvn Lol ﬁhg 1% Hiky 2 vl :
' ‘The new:method-0f ‘attacking :the :vital: conterof . Jewish f"’*’“ w
life: thru public.debate; having. received its:efart in.1240,. 9““’“’1
was ‘again resorte d‘.l,t,o_by.‘.the. ‘enemies -of the :Jews. -In.the -
yéé.r: 1263, .another -disputation .was ‘held ‘about:the :‘Talmud, in
Ba.rce_ldna..'j-t«;Onc._e -ageain a-_,cohverted-'*Jew, named Pablo Christ}a‘mé‘
after his baptism, was :the prime instigator of hostile Chris-
tian-activity; ‘_ag_aiin's,ta,the‘_ Jewish ‘peoples . Chr.istiambd “induced
King :James I of Aragon to, summon: Nechmanides; who, ‘w.é..‘s ?"fa.bbi

at. Girone, to:come to.Barcelona and there .defend -the?Talmud*( W Fra 3
Glmre
’)1"151;(//\ ‘e
this verbal ‘duel; with 'Nachmenides, felt ‘certain that: victory | f’i—m\ ':

at. & public disputat lonee: :Chr istth_mj . who' wag: to engege «in

would be on. his side and: that the defeat of ‘the; -ra.bb1 would-
lead: .to the oonversion of: the rest:of the Jews; alther by their
owWn-consent;:.or thrurforces:. ;i '

i The re’ ar.e:*_t-wo-. sources whichs supply us.with the_i*;-.infprmaf-

ti‘ongré"g‘ar&i-ng:.: 'the;::.cb'ntroverSyi" st Barcelona., The first is an,




acotunt of a verbal trial written in Latin, which was probably .
redacted by the Dominioan friare and the second is a Hebrew
source, written by Nachmenides himself called, Vikkuach ho-
Ramban. Aooording to the firet source, the controversy took
p]eoe on the twentieth of July, 1263 but Nachmanides omits

to give the first day of the oontroverey, but mentions that T
it was on a Monday, and that the second eeesion.wae held on
the following Monday, July the 27th. The third session took
plece on the folloudng Thursday, on July 30th, and the fourth

and last eeeeion was held the ‘next day, Friday the 318t.

| ‘The Hebrew eourcee of both Vikkuchin are here trane-
lated in dialogue form altho neither of them uere 50 edited
in Hebrew for the eimple Teason that it bringe out the point‘
of 1eeue between the oontending partlee 1n a more comprehen-

give way, and leaves no doubt as to What one really said,

which is the chilef aim:of thiswwork.

‘With the exception of Verga's "Shebet Yehudah", but
slight mention is made of the dieputetione in the Zemach
David, Seder ha-Dorot, the Shalshelet ha-Kabalah, or Shem
ha-G'dolim; _But'the sources of information are of such char-
acter that-no:donbt remeing in the mind of the student as to
the suthenticity of the Hebrew version of the Vikkuchim, and
can not "a{ all be likened to the fictitious dieputatione be-

tween Pope Sylveeter ( 314-335 ) and the twelve Phar?saic
doctors before Em@eror Constantine. Of course, there are ;
fictitioue;recorde of disputations embellished by legend, but
they a2ll can be easily identified as such.
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CHAPTER I.
- DISPUTATION OF RABBI YECHIEL OF PARIS.

“ A*FREE TRANSLATION

- Introductory: ramarks by the author of
the account as given in the Hebrew'EﬁE%l@n iy

thereof., { Thorn, 1873 ).

-The dispute took place on liondey and Tuesday,

!

Parasha Balak, the £ifth d daygof the month Tamuz, 4999, (1240), fes
in the court of Iudwig IX, at the city of Paris.'ﬂﬁigholas

Donin, a'convert, who had been, prtor to his apostasy, ex-
communicated by the Jewish authorities on a charge of open. -
rebellion against the Talmud and Rabbinical law, became the
instigzator of infamous acousations against the Talmud, and
serpent-like, he plotted to poison the minds of the govern-

ment and the.clergy against the books of the people, so'that.,

the People of the .Book. -be driven to wholesale conversion.

Death had no terror‘for.the Jew of that generation, the univer-
8al opinion of the scholars of the day being that, "Better

are tnose who fall by the sword than those who sit desolate
without the Torsh." “Donin, thinking that it might serve as ‘
evidence against the Jews, ordered the Four Turim by Jacdbb b. gf”ﬁﬁv
Ashﬂr;'to be brought to him, which was done. Rabbi Judsh b, CQ%{?
David Rabbi Samuel b, Shelomo, Rabbi: Yechiel, and Rabbi-Moses ai::

of Coucy were chosen to defend the Talmud and Rabbinical law.lﬂgﬂ
; ?'-lD._l)_ "‘i)b N 75 ~X B é?ut?i}"‘ st Y L S w':{,
AR 5u AV 1y 3 (qnﬂn 7 niut
g ol




| Donin however first called out Rabbi Yeohiel alone and it
was he who proved to be the faithful messenger of his peOple.

L

Rabbi Yeohiel- Gonoerning what will you dispute with me,
and what questions will you ask me’ ?
Donin:_fllwill interrogate you.ebout an 0ld matter, for I
will not deny that .the Talmud is more than four centuries &ld.
Rabbierohiel?”“indeed' more than fifteen centuries old.
I pray to you my gracious queen do not force me to enswer
him since he admitted that the matter is of great antiquity,
and till TLOW no one apoke aught against it. Behold,-the :
. Bﬁiﬁﬁ'wnvtv'

priest Jerome a8 well as the entire clergy, know all the i

e e v (e mm
Telmudic laws, and if there ‘was anything incrlminating in them iéiﬁ
he, or they, would not have left them unnoticed until now.
Moreover were there not before now priests and apostates as
worthy as these ? Yet not a ‘word or voice was raised during

the past fifteen oenturies by them, This renegade eontinued
to deny the suthority of the Telmud end Rebbiniem fully £if-

4
teen years ago and, as .you know, 'every problem must be solved 2&30,
80.-we decided to excommunicete him.. \fhy we Were brought here wrtly -
| | Al poi!

b
before this simner, to défend our very lives and our Torsh, A& i gl

\g;r,

we cannot understand. qur ‘since we separated him from amongkﬁﬂthﬁ(,

{ o (B
us he contimues to plot against us, if possible to destroy ‘”ﬂwﬂfjfm‘
us., root, stem, and branch.; But-his lasbor is in vain. For . i

- our religion we will give our lives, and if your anger will }4u ’:M\;
oonsume w:, remamber that our exiled brethern are scattered ¢!y Vidhp

‘to the ‘end of the earth, and that the Talmud ie to be found ihm{PéjV

in Babylon Media Greece Turkey, and in seventy other . [ \
, e (& *'Yf t.»‘r :

- : !

e Il el s
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countries beyond the waters of the Nile,
—

toushes our Torah, touches the pupil of his'eye,

‘Besides, he who
Verily,

our bodies are in your hands; but not our souls.

Courtier: No one will touch you.

Rabbi Yechiel: You camnmot: guard ws, . ~- =7 o 0T 0

. A
LB

The Queen- Speak no more thue or euch. We are minded to

protedt you and youre. Sinnere and criminals are they who

perpetrate wrong upon you. So it ie in our etatutee and 80

is the word of the Pope. Now anewer thie man and do not quit

the diaputation.’

: Rabbtiechielzz:WhOJean'force\me to jeopardize all Israel
by my individuel opinion or statement ¢

‘.

The”Prieete; Nlcholae uonin you ask him your questione

he ehall answer you 1f not we will see who w111 protect or
save them.

Rabbi: Yechiel: On your commend I will meke reply, but if

I err, know ye that I do not represent the Holy People.
L ERTRa g'm

Do you believe in.theae !our Turlm‘?

S PURSR

3benin§

N | | /*"*’aw |
"Rabbi Yechiel: I believe in the laws and statutes written
therein, as interpreted in themTalmud,.which is so called.

because ite meaning is instruction, based upon the commandment

1

"And ye shall teach them to your children." But the

1. Deut, 1l1l:19.




Talmd also contains Haggeda,. to aid man in. comprehending a
‘proverb‘andfa.figure.,f?he;eria also. some wonderful and hardly ,
believable matter in the Talmud. An.atheist. will not,bggigvg{%7&¢c-f{
1t &t 11, Comorning suoh matier in the felmd Ireetnot U |
reply to you. If you have the inelination, believe it; if

you have nq.sﬁch;inclinatipn,.bglieVQIitfnot, fornd,;awﬁié

derived therefrom};cYet;I.knowhthét the Talmudic Sages uttered

only honest and true words, altho, sometimes, it goes over

thelhegd of the student. Even similarly strange matter is

found in Holy Writ, as for example, the speech. of Balaam's

ass; Lot's wife becoming a-pillarvof §a;t; the stars in

their course meking war against Sisera; the gourd of Jonah . 1%
which came up in & night_and,yqrighedin a night; the body ;}
which was cast into the.sepulohre of Elisha. and . was. resurrec- ﬁ
ted as soon as it touched the bones of the great prophet, and - }Q
much moresimilar:matter,whigh.amazeg,? Indeed,]great;isﬁ_ - g
he who can reconcile the passages in Holy Writ, leet one &
seeing the gppa:ent_cont?aQict;ona,.becoqe;gﬂdgstroygr, %

Therewpon, it is said: "I am the Lord your God that. teacheth %
thee for thy profit.”  God taught the Telmudists and they. |

deriyed:profit,,fo;:thgyrwerg_eqabled by Hisﬁhelp to’p9nf:;

etrate the mysteries of the Torsh, to make plaln its paths.
vral - Lies vaR LR 1 . a

As evidence, behold: "Death will be destroyed forever."

e o A TR R e T AT

2. Num. 22:28

Gen. 19:27 |
Jud, 5:20 | i
Jonah 4:10 i

IT Kings 13:21
3. Isa, 48:17
4, Ibid'28:8
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‘ _ ‘ Sy FEN :

and agein: "He who dies at the age of one hundred will be ’C““QE”JA*'z

b B 6 Yery e b

considered young;" "For I have spoken .to you from/Heaven;" : ﬂ#,?fﬁ

‘ ' o , ' I DAV

end again: "And the Lord descended on MbuntSingi;ﬁ! "Wisiting jmfw) Bl

. ' : ‘._,: ' ' \

the iniquity of the fathers upon the children;"y  and again:

"An Ammonite and & Mosbite shall not enter the Congregation
n An 3 |

of the Lord;" yet David, King of Israel, was & descendant
L.{t;"h\ 'qﬂrf’d ‘ '
of xuth the licabite. -&hike apparent contradictions are so

meny, that it is impossible to enumerate them. Without the

Talmud, these difficulties would remain. Thus, it iy gelf-

evident that both Holy Writ and its interpretation were

given upon Sinai thru one shepherd, Moses, The lack of'unaﬁ-
imity in the Talmud camnot be pointed to a3 one of its faults.
We do find contentious matter, as when ome pronounces a thing
contaminated and another that it is clean; one permits and the
other forbids; but the law is established in all instanceé

upon the universally accepted principle that a majority rules.

Horeover, without the Talmud, one would find much hardéﬁiﬁ to
know a given commandment, as for examble, the commandment
cbnéerning Sabbath; it is mentioned in five different places
in the Torah, plecemealed. But in the Talmud it is 211 codi-
fied. Tredition, as it is taught by the Rabbis, is a ueces-
sity, in order to understand the succinct text of the commend-

ments of the Bible. The Torsh itself orders to follow the

5. Ibid 65:20
6., Ex. 20:22
7. Ibid 19:820

8. Ibid 20:56
9, Deut. 25:4



inﬁqrpratgtiopvoflthe sages, a8 1t is sald: "That which they
will tell thee that thou shalp ao.v?Q; And, if in doubt, the
Torah orders one, saying: "Ask thy father and he will declare
unto, thee. 11 At times, when the matter required it, an .

extra guard was set up to protect a given commandment, as

in the instance of secondary incest, the departure being
based upon the charge of, "And ye’shali'guérd.Myicharges,"lz
meanipg,,ﬂset up a gugrd gbput My qhargea{“lé The whole. of
which'maybe_likqped to a man who received the keys.to the
inner doors of & palace, but not to the outer. He must have

both,

' Donin: Swear that you will answer the truth, andlndt'dbdéé

the quéstions with false utterances.
 Priests: Swear!

' Rabbi Yechiel: Woe that I camé before jou to be judged!

By this demand you have perverted that ‘which is right: You
havé'nb“rightito iﬁfii&frén oath uﬁbn'ﬁd oh:achuﬁtlbf“%his‘
cruelﬁone'éymgttgr'”ﬁdr‘qh'acébﬁﬁt“of his sccusations., In "

the Hbl§'Wfit;‘ﬁhefé'iéfnoiiaw-vesting the power in judges

to meke contending parties swear unless the cause has a mone=

tary value, as it is written: "The oath of the Lord shall be

10, Ibid 17:11 .
11. Ibid 5237
12. Tev. 18:30
1%, Yebdmbti'zla.
Y ‘
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between them both."™ °  But no 8uch ‘lsw 1e"found"c'oneerning"'a'

cause whioh 18 entirely of & sPiritual ‘nature.  You have"“'eerﬁe ’
h1ther to listen and to Tender & decision. But"'novi""'éft’er

you demand from me something unle.wful I'warn you ‘not to sit

1n Judgment. e -'-‘-‘:“‘s TN :..T.‘,‘, o L L Dot it AR

7

- The .Queen: I beg of you to‘.ewe_e.r, never theless.

Rabbl Yechiel: Iy gracious Queen! Never before have I

taken an oath, and I will not now commence to ewear. Should

I only gwear, he will be the first one to cell me per jurer by
denyipg my. eententiens when I will become but & mockery in

the eyes Of the‘c_lergy her_e present. Moreover it is written°
"Thou ghalt not ta}'e the name of the Lord thy Glbd in v'ain.'_'15
There be ing no need for the oath I ehall be guilty of v101a-
tdng this conmnandment if I eomply mth your comme.nd.\ \I,_ .
_hqwev‘er maintain that I will tell the truth coneermng all

metters I do kpow, _the.t wpleh__ is 9.0..11“3-’19@, from me, there are
among my_peeple‘ Tar greater scholars then I, for I really am
the youngest among them, the only reason for my presence here

is their accustomed seclusion. rvn,\)\ p,,\ (,m({, I i W,%mr 5%/_( o u‘ !:h ol
o TN NN T f I; (,1/ : B

{(vim \,(m AC(«\/

The Queen: BSeeing that it is- really hard for him to comply,
and b\elmvdﬁg* him that he never took oath faleely, I withe

dre.w ny requeet.

- Donin: The Telmud decides that one who giveth all ofh is

14, BEx. 22:10
15: Ibid 20:7
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geed -to the burning flame of . Molech .1s-not -guilty, but if he

f
16 b
giveth only pert of his seed,: he is guilty, - deriving.author- %
1}{)
ity from.the Torah which employs.the: term"of his .seed" .and: r
_ 17
not :"all his seed." - ..Who cen believe :in such law ? It is

7 O Ve Sl A e i
e Vi e s g et X

-

revolting. to the.soul, to think that if .one burns.part of his
children he is guilty, but if he increases his.sin and burns
all of his. children, he is not guilty!

= it

T Th T ohemaes T e T

g g
vl ey

The Priests: (Rose up and mocked) | - %
o e - o

- The Queen: (Took:on an expression of amazement) iﬁ
- T A I | e
Rabb1 Yechiel There will conm a day when you wdll not | é?

mock thlS law 1netead you will repegt it if it be in your

e

g

power to do so. I now know your waye,which are contrary.

Loy 2o g ey
e Ty &
-

NI i g i S
e e

Ybur intentione are to frighten me. Would it not be better

and.more righteous to lieten to what I have to eay ere you
make a mockery of the Talmud ? My gracloue wueen I pray

you lleten- whb ie a greater elnner he who kille one per-'

e At L 5o

3

b ST
_p«‘.-,'-‘-"-?ﬁ--—

sonn or he wno kills tvio ?

!

The‘Queen-' He Who kille £vio U 1ikewiee the alayer of four

pry

P

3
h
1

|
{1
Y
L
‘f‘i‘
S
A

is a greater einner than.the slayer of two.

i

.,RabbiiYeohielr You spesk truly. :Now there are: four kinds

ofaeapital punishment'preecribed‘in the Torah,~ stoning, " ..°
burning,-beheading,.ande.tréhgulatioh;-Thezjudgee|Who~pronounee

the gentence metejout»the.punishment-to fit the orime. . The

16, Sanhedrin 64b. -
17. Lev, 18:21




9.

doomed, before the sentence of of judges is carried out,
confesses, and when the-punishment is inflicted, he atones

for his cvime, snd thus faces His Meker purified. So it is

written concerning Achan, to whom Joshua said: "lfy son,

grve, I pray thee, glory tc the Lord God of Israsl, and meke
confession unto Him........ the Lord shall trotuble thee this
dey.“le Thereupon the Talmud declares: "The Lord shell frouble
thee this day, but He will not trouble thee in the World to
Come."19 Therefore, when one is found guilty of giving part
of his seed to the burning flames of Molech the judges have .
the right to 1nflict the death penalty of stoning upon him;

he then confesses to his liaker, and by suffering the penalty

he atonee for his orime, and goes to face his lisker with a

purged soul; but if he exterminates all of his children, the

judges heve no right to offer him confe#dion and the death
penalty as his atonement for such heinous crime. H4 must
die naturally, in his sinful: state and God in Vhose keeping

are all souls will Judge him as he deserves.

Donin: This people, the like of which never was, are
shaming and blaspheming the deity of the Gentiles. And you
clergy, why do you permit them to be empng you? . They even
gay concerning your deity that he was ad jJudged to be

scalded in burning filth. Listen further to what the Talmud

‘relates: "Ongelos the son onaioﬁiqo% desired to become a

proselyte. He went to a medium who called up Balaam by -

!

18, Joshugh 7:19:25
19, Sanhedrin, 44b,

o
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10,
meane of necrom&ncy. And he eald unto hlm- ‘"What 1e thée
: 2
man Judged W1th9" And he replied "pereeemen fervene.“

Concerning Whom.wee the queetion of 'What is thlB man Judged
with' aeked9 . A

"Rabbl Yechiel: - Concerning Balsam was it asked; but do you

know why. he was :judged:.'per. semen: fervens'?
Donin: I do mot.

‘Rabbi Yechiel: I will tell it to you; because on the advice

of Balaam, .the people of Israel comuenced to be immorsl, as -

21
it is.related: "And Isrszel abode in Shittim," etc. He

therefore was. judged in such manner, even as it is written: -
"In fullumeaeure";szhichptheiTalmud~interpreta;;eayings
"with the measure that man measures, it shall be measured
untohimvgs.-, S
24 T

Donin- The Talmud there continues eaylng “Afterwarde
hs. ealled up Jesus, and.eaid to h1m- 'What 1e thie man Judged
wlthv" Coneerning whom was thie asked9 | | |
- Rabbi Yechiel:. Concerning Jesus. .

‘Donin: And the enswer was: 'With boiling £ilth'?
“Rabbi Yechiel:: .Since, your separation from.us, these fif-. -

teen years., you have been .seeking to level accusations sgainst

20, Convert E quotlng ie fau}fy. See Gifin;‘57a; '  CL
ﬁ’r: 25 1 T T

22, Is. 27:8.

23: Sanhedrin, 100s 24. See Heshmotot ha-Shas, Gitin 56 -57a
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us, to involve us in wickedness but it shall not suoceed

for your own words enﬂnared 3ou. Behold I will answer as
you have 3poken.l So it is written and I Wlll not deny it
because of’rear of you. For in truth. not concerning the
deity of the Bentiles have we spoken thus but conoerning &
different Jesus who had denounced the authority of the Tal- N

mdic sages' and mockeqat them and refused to believe in

sught but the written lorah. As evidence to my contention

behold, it is not mentioned here that it was Jesus of NHazareth,

but simply the name Jesus. Moreover, if it refers to Jesus

of Nazareth; he did- .mote than.deny.the authority of the Telmud,

for he entived Israelites and made himself a god, and denied

the very foundation of the 'oreh., It is therefore cleasr that
this Jesus is another, who did not deny the Holy Writ, but -

did deny Telmudic authority, wherefore he is punished as an

infidel in boiling filth.

Donin:. Ye priests mind it in your hearts and see how | |
the people who dwell in your midst shame your deity. Listen
On the eve of Pesach they hung Jesus. Forty days before the
crier went forth sbroad and cried. out saying: 'Jesus goeth :
forth to be stoned because he heth practiced sorcery, and
seduced and led Israel astray. wnggne knowing aught 1n his

favor, let him come and testify T Mind the vile names they

call him - sorcerer enticer and one who 1eads astray.

Rabbil Yechielr'lfheg”have_indeed 8toned him. For this

il

25, Hashnotot,ha-Shas; See Sanhedrin 43a.
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you‘have"absolved'ue,=as Wwe ‘were not*there.“:Needleee;to.say
that we cannot be charged with what it wes then written. The
morei‘wonder einoeﬁthey-hadftOLStone.him; that they did not
speak of him very much: more, for, in truth, in the-entire.
Talmud, save only in that instance, no mention is made-of him.
Kvidently they'had-prophetionvision“fhat you gre to take us
to account: concerning this matter, and deemed it best to meke

no more mention of him.

Donlm.“ Conoernlng whom among tnoee who were hung, wee it
sPoLen of as the son of an unfarthful woman9' The Talmud as-
eerte._"And 30 they dld to the eon of btﬂﬂa in Lud and they
hung h1m on the eve of Paeeovor. bon of Stﬁha is he not the
eon of Pandira9 The husband waslrappos b. Judah but the par-
amour 'S name was Pandira.. Son of Stapa, was not the name of
his mother Mary Magdalene9_ Yee but she was called b ada
ae pe0p1e speak of 8 woman who goee aelde from her hueband as
a Sotah and thus she was nioknamed S%Qﬁe."aﬁ Now is it not

olear that they oalled her prostrtute”

- fnerBiatiops:d” Wherefore: did you spesk thus of lory --what
has she done“to*yOu?-? o oo '

e

| R&bbl Yeohlel Why were you 80 frlghtened and wherefore
are you angry? Who made you judgea over me9 Have you for-

gotten the verde,"Ye have plowed wickedness,"27 and the verse,

26, Hesronot ha-Shas, Sabbath, 104b ; San. 67a
27, Hosea 10:13
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28
"Hear the .cauges between your.brethern," -.and the verse,

“Haitpgt pleqdethuyisbc&use,firgt seemeth . just, but his.
neighbqrrgomgth¢and{aqarqheth;him¢outﬂ???ﬁ,Ybumshquld;not
;istep_tq_himé;onq;underhwhgse 1ips is. the'viper's venom.
Now .hear me: 7Youspoke well; about her we have nothing:to
say; 8he neither. simmed nor. transgressed, needless to~édd:-‘
that she was bone of our bone .and flesh.of our flésh.‘aFor-

Booth_the_Talmud,‘inqluding;its Haggadtc part, spesks not of

Mgry Hagdalone, mother of your deity, for the one just men= - 'é«'&z ‘-_fs‘ﬁ;

tioned by Donin wasg a different Mary entirely. .Behold my
evidence:  the story,of Jdsus your deity wes .in Jerusalem,
whereas this .Mary is mentioned as having beenifromaLud,-a;fu‘
place in the province of Palestine; it is not mentioned that

50 it was done to Jesus of Nazareth; -the name of the husband

of Mery, mother of Jesus of Nazareth, was John, for so.it.also

appears from your own Gospels, whereas-the¢husbands:ﬁaME.of
th;s Ma:yawas_Pappog,b.qqhudgh;.this Mary is spoken of -a8 the
one who died during the;lifetime_ofrRab:Poppa:and;Qbayiig_
which was four hundred years after the-atory;of,Jesus., Angd-.

ypt,ﬁurthqr.gvidenog-that,thqre¢was another Jesus, "Ever

let. the left. hand repel and the right hand invite, not like -

3l
Elisha who repulsed Gehazd with both hands, .and not like

Rebbi Jehoshus b.Pershish.who repulsed Jesus with both hands.

39}“Pfov;-1ggi7= et
20,

'Ses’ Toaphot' Sabbath 194b; Hegiga 4b
31, II Kings 5:26.
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What is the story of Rabbi Jehoshna . Perahiah? It 1s as f,?
followe- when King Jannai killed our rabbis Rabbi Je-'ﬁj?' ;é;
hoshuah b Perahiah (and Jesus) fled to Alexandria, Egypt.:hh 3?
When tranQuility was reestablished Simeon b. Shetach '“t' 1‘L %3
wrote to him ' From me, the holy city, to thee Alexandria | 5@}
owagypt. Mw sister.' My husband stays with.thee‘ and I s1t g%
forsaken.l On his Journey homeward he chanoed to be in a o ;?%

certain 1nn where an assembled multitude paid him great |
homage.' Jesus stood by him.r 'How beautiful is this hostelry,
exclaimed Jehosuah b. Psrahiah to Jesus. Thinking he meant
the hostess Jesus answered _ 'But Rabbi her eyes are very
narrow. | This angered Rabbi Jehoshuah. and he said "Wretch
dost thou employ thyself thus?' and W1thout further investi-
gation excommunicated him. Jesus pleaded W1th him on many
occasions to be received again into the fold but he umuld not
notice him. One day, while Jehoshuah was praying, Jesus came
again before him and this tinm Iw wes minded to receive him

back as a token of which he motioned to him with his hand
but Jesus misunderetood the motion thinking thet hewuas be-!'

ing repelled again whereupon hevvent out and hung up 8 tiled flp

'_-—-n-n-.

cross and worshipped it. Then Rabbi Jehoshua came and pleaded

"--u—.-—-""

W1th hlm saying,.'Return,' But Jesus replied "Thus have I

received it from my father g house and £rom thee that he

Cr——o Y s ATt e P e SR e TR e e et Lt s X O " T Tt T e S T WD) i L ™
LGE T A e D R I o __a_ (T o o r B o A d L e ey 3y
- - il y iy X s — oy s = Froirey o] o ™ s - 2 & = gl ) -
= e 3T - A A LT ! S e N e oA sy T D Ty P ¥y e 1
Al BT = i A AL L A R I 34 = Crves o BT i A g A L e T L

who sins end causes also the multitude to §in, 18 not given %%
the :opportunity to repent.' Truly, a teacher maintained thgt §§
Jesus: practiced witohoraft enticed, . and led the people. { of %%
Israel)iastray, which geens to contradict his tiled-cross %%
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.bunals a century before the destruction of the Second Temple;

Simeonb.Shetach preceded them by two generations, thus there

s Vet

worship mentioned here yet it is possible that cross-worship

____,_.u.u-.. Y

pal Y -«M
T —‘!h e g /

was part of the praotioeein oonneotion with sorcery, entioing_

mm—— T .
T aa era o i —— s AR AT
N____/ e st et K t 2 '\-_‘ - PRI P bl -s-qmﬂ“

i TUNE )

and legding peOple astray..__ Moreover in truth this Jesus
was not the iéﬁﬁ? b2 the Gentiles a8 it is evident that this
one was in the days of Jehoshuah b, Perahiah King Jannai and
Simeon b. Sh tach, wi whom Judah b Tabbai received the Oral
La.w er::ﬁ g:hoshuah b‘ Peraohiah from whom Shemaiah and Abtalion
received it from whom Hillel the Elder received 1t wht in
turn tranamitted it to his son Simeon l ?3 , from whom his
son Gamaliel II received it and it is maintained in the
Talmud > that Hillel, Simeon I, Gamsliel and Simeon II,

suocessively reigned: as presidents of thelir respective tri-

have now elspsed 1472 years since the Jesus memtioned together
with Jemai, Jehoshush and Simeon, whereas, according to the
reckoning of the Gentiles, this is the year 1240 since the
birth of Jesus their deity, consequently, the Jesus mentioned
1n the Talmud preceded their Jesus by more—than two centuriea.
Furthermore the Jesus of the Gentiles lived in the days of
Queen Helen whereas the Jesus mentioned in the Talmud was
during the reign of Jannai who was the same one concerning

whonm it as said in the Talmud that in the end he was hung,

S

53. Hesronot ha-ShaB Sotah 46b J

33. - See English translation of Maimonides' preface to Yad -
haFHazakah by S.G. " B

54_.' See Sabbath, 18a. T oo
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but he wag not at.all their deity. -In fact, it:ig’¢learly
eetebliehed th&l. no mention ie nade of him anywhere in Tal- by
mad ic literature. Thia supporte the oontention(of the Tal-
mud "Neither shall any plague come nigh thv t’ent 55 fore-
tells thee that thou ehel!: have ne 1ther a on nor a dieoiple
who would publicly boil a potpaurri, as Jesus of Nazareth

did." . This reference is made to the Jesus whom Jéhoshuah

b.Perahieh repelled with both hands. Evidently, the deity
of the Gentiles had an identioel neme, end was of the same

pla.oe.

The Priests; . And who will believe the smooth statements
which you.meke .to win your point, that there were two per-
sons named Jeeue of Nezareth who dJ.ed on the eve of Paseover

AR
both soroerers and entioera and e.djudged to be boiled in , Mi ”'\L Al
el w* :

hot fllth‘? Does it not eppear thet you have divided one dro;pl

v f"' . :;'\

R . : R "/ 's-., Ay [N BV .

N I " L e L - N 3

' L '\ 4 \'
t} 2

.Rabbi Yechiel: Not every Louis born in France is a French ! f
N e ol

into two part 99

AR

king. It is not a.t all ‘impossible; in fact, it does heppen
that two persons of the same city and of an identical name "
meet with & like death; and all know that 1t is not en un~

o 5 - ' : RS - ."" ‘e..'.-..-
common occurrence., . . . . . o P e ST

The' Queen Why are you oonteminati_ng the air you youreelvee
mus £ inhele‘? Behold 1t ie to your honor that he sald .your
deity is not Judgedawith boiling filth whereas you are fore-

ing to'drag your own 'shame out of his mouth. And you do

35. Ps. 91:10; Hesronot ha-Shas, 3an. 103a.



1an oath and that beoauae Rebbe

17
you faithfully:maintainuthat;you'are telling:the. truth?.

Rabbi Yeohiel | May 1 80 truly retain 1 my life and return to
myihome.! Conoeruing the deity of the Gentilea we even did -
not imagine that he be judged with boiling fllth muoh 1eas
apeak such of him.' o

aniﬁ:- What:ia'thelmeanihé of the Tulmudic expression,
Baat: X017 |

Rabbi Yechiel The aound of & voice es an echo. Since
propheoy was no more When the dieperaion of the Jews took
plaoe;ithewBadt Kol, or sound of & heavenly voice, served

instead thereof. .. -~ = .. oL

Donin~ Hear me ye people ooncerning theae eV11-minded sons,
who utter moohing worda and 71VG it a guise of piety "Rabbi

Bar Bar Chana While Journeying thru & W11derneaa heard a

Baat-Kol re-eoh01ng the worda saying, 'Woe unto Me that I am

under oath and now ainoe I am bound by that oath who can

give hh the authority to break it9' When he appeared before

the Rabbia to 1e1ate the incident they eaid to him 'Eveiy

Abba is an aae and every Ohana a fool.' You ahould have aaid

36
"Thou mayeet break it ‘Thou mayest break it.'" = Who can pay

(TR ..{ d’]"‘h\/ wv v
to permit/ Him to

attention to suoh words aaying that God laments why He took
: - ;:ji::e

1\2’ ( \ E\‘;"' ‘k""iw}

break it -Ee wae abuse « Such is their evil way to tell

every one who vowed or took ,8n path that hia friend can gilve

36, Baba Batra, 74a.
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him ebsolution; andannually, on -the Day of Atone ment, they
congplre:to break the vows and oaths which .they -take under:: .,
Gentile authority; and thereforé, do they not keep their vows
or ‘oaths in-“de'aling-i'.-WIth" Gentiles. Moreover, 80 teaches them
their Talmud: - "He who'desires that his vows shall be null
and void 'shall stand:up on'.g};e Day of Atonement and say -

Kol Nidre - All Vows, eto."  iThey also rule that three “ii
laymen may give a dispensation: to break all -vowe.38 .J.There-:-'
fore do this .people, the like -of which never was, ever break
8 vow or.oath when a Gentile is concermed. ' : = ... :
-\ Rab'bi Yeohlelfl Woe unto you courter of felsehood and
liee and hater of truth' I ehall e.newer you in cleei' text
Your e.me.zement to learn from the Telmud that God regrete | 'kﬂ
Hie having taken an oath provee that you:r mouth ree.chec_i ‘ | i:r%g
evil is 1t not wrltten- "And it repenteo the‘lI(;oJ:/'d.:59 .It g?;{i
repenteth e that I have eet up Saul a8 king‘?" | Ae for the ‘ gﬁ?[
cath conoerning the deluge ‘12118 wrltten- "Fo:b as I have o {:dsf

sworn thet the watere of Noah- thl‘e is the token of the

covenant whloh I me.ke between Me and you end every llvmg
: - 48

oreature etc." which evidenoee that God me.de the token end

57. See Nedarim 25'b | | -

38, See Ibid 22a, and Benhorot 57a._"" |

39 Gen. 6:6 | | o |

20, T Semuel 15:11

41. Isa, 54:9. See full text in Babe Batra 74a., "
42, Gen, 9:12, -
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covenant to remiﬁd Him of the oath, so that He might not
repent it, Now that we are in exile, with you as our mesters,
with none to offer-free~-will offerings of'Sacrifices.in-the
House of His Shekinah, where all peoples assembled to offer -
prayers, - as Solomon expressed it in his dedicétdry prayer,
saying; "Moreover, concerning the stranger that is not of

Thy pevple. Israel..... that &ll.the pe0ples~of.the earth may
kmow Thy name,"45 why wonder that God regrets it! As to your
question,'How can any living being bresk the oath of God?'
Even this was the note of regret in the heavenly echo,"Who
can give Me the authordty to bresk it," meaning that if it
could be broken the redemption of Israel would not be de-

layed until the Messianic era. This is even the reason why

the Rabbis told Rabba, "You should have said, 'Thou Mayest,'

for God took thg oath in anger, as it is written, "Behold I ggé
will gather them out of all the countries whither I have ;g%
driven tﬁem in My anger, and in fury, and in great wrath, %g?
and I will bring them back unto this plaoe;"44 they,. therefore, ﬁﬁ

Were Tight in surmising that God having taken the oath in
anger, perhaps made it conditional that when one in.a future
generation will say, 'Thou mayest,' the moment he will hear
the note of regret in.the heavenly acho - Baft Kol =-.the
oath shall no longer be binding. . Therefore did the Rabbis
shame him. Congerning_ypur evil question about Kol Nidre,

read the text to the end: "And pardon shall be granted to the

43, I Kings 8:41
44, Jeremish 32:37; See also Nedarim 21
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wholeaCOngregation~of:Israel,‘and‘to‘the'stranger~who:sojour-
neth?amongithem;nwhenuall;the“peOPleﬂtransgress‘ignorantly;“
for -we .do not- absolve one from vows: or oaths, save from such
as wereﬁtakenrinadvertently. Concerning three _laymen who -may
annul vows and oaths include only such 88 were assumed by
the ind1V1dual upon himself and do not at all include any
one else: but vows and oaths taken between man and man no. :
One can break save only with the consent of the parties 80
bound by the oath or vow. As ev1dence behold the punishment
of Zedeklah-” “Then the King of‘Babylon sleW'the sons of o
Zedekiah in Riblah before hlB eyes.....Mbreover he put out
Zedekiah's eyes."%é"ﬁis punishment came about because he had
violated an, oath W1thout the consent of the one concerning
whom.it‘was taken.. And it is further said: et which ig”
gone out of thy lips thou shalt observe and do, aocording

as thou hast voWed."46 Concerning an oath Wwe were admonished
more 8O than all nations for even when one swears to do harm
to his own-self, he is :obliged:to do so, and if he does. it
nét he must bring an-offering; for: it-is said: "or if’aﬁg one
gwear clearly with his lips;to‘do,evil,,or:to,do;good,?
whereupon the Talmud comments, saying,,"Tohdo"éood-to.one'ah :
own self, .or to:do evil to one's self." ‘It is also said: "And

the Children of-Israel.smote -them not, because the princes of

45, Jer.-52:10-11;
46, Deut. 23:24.

47, Leve, H:4. ' ..
Baba Kama 91b.
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2 48
the Congregation had sworn unto .them.' *:And, -altho the :*

hol

Gibonites decéiwed them, by saying that they: came from'a -

o

far-off country, ‘yet ‘have :the princes of the Congregation:

not broken their .oath without the- consent .of.the Gibonites. ;f
'?% G;\C "&{twuéﬁ’{ 'lw 7(‘.’_&1@ L(’Jﬁ, Wﬁmr&g{ 79}5 ”_7 feg i

o . Tos "'r};
| Donin- Who ie the seer and who made the moon epe r

- ’i"‘"z’(lt‘ 1 u"f : (
aaylng "Said the moon to God 'Lord of the Univerae""_ It fpuqﬁi,ﬁzix

ie unbeoomlng for two kinga to make use of one crown, "and

- God. eald to her‘l'Go diminieh thyself" Whereupon ahe re-

plied 'Ie 1t beoause I said the proper thing that I am thua

s

punlehed?' Seeing that the moon ia not appeaeed God eaid-

'Bring for uy sake an expiatory saoriflce, becauee I made
49

the moon smaller i Behold ye Prieata. Hae there ever been

TRV l'\""“f { GJ 2] ﬂn’i’l’vw;‘{) e
8 llhe people in whose Torah it is wrltten that thelr God 13

i a8 31nner and that He commanded that E eacrifice be brought

30 that Hie eln.be forgiven ehould not every one Who heare

this laugth'

. Rabbi Yechiel: You are .frightened of the -moon's speech!
And who gave tlie trees of the forest speech, and song to
eheer up the courtyard of King David, as it is written: "Then

50
ahall a11 the treea of the wood sing for joy?" - Did you mock
the Talmud becauee of like expresgion? Is it not written:
51
"The Heavena declare the glory of God, etc.?" ‘'"Praise ye

48, Joshua 9:18

49, Hulin 69b.
50. Psalms 96:12
51, Ibid 19:2
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Him ‘sun and moon." Mbreover, all astrologists maintain
that the heavenly hoets possess life.' As fbr the sacrifice
which God commanded to bring, your mooking at it disolosed *
your ignorance and your ability to distort plain matter. )

It is written-’ "And God made the two great lighte the great-

er light %o rule the day'and the lesser light to rule the
; BB :

‘night." Now reason within pour heart - why was one dimin-

ished¢' Wherewith could she possibly have offended her Maker
that He oaused her to be lessened9 At the time thsre was yet
no man to maPe andeity out of her to say that suoh might be
the reason of her punishmant. Thus it can be none else than
to say that some evil sPeech ‘was beneath it all.f "Evil shall
not sojourn with Thee°“54 and-again "He that speaketh false-
hood shall not be established before Mine eyes."é? Indeed
there is none so despised and unbearable in the presence of
God as the evil informer as it is said- "Whoso slandereth
his neighbor in secret him Wlll I destroy; whoso éz haughty

of eye ‘and proud of heart him will I not suffer- .k and

52, Ibid 148:3
53, Gen,:1:16 - ..
b4, Ps. 5:b .-,
56, Ibid 101:7.
56, Ibid 101:5.

oty
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it is further said:: "Cursed .be he that. amiteth his neighbor
in secret."57,.Thns,-because,the moon 8poke. evil of her
neighbeér, God ocaused her to be.diminished, a fit punishmeny,
measure for:measure, for an evil tongue, altho she employed
refined speech saying 'It is unbecoming for two kings to
make use of one orown "meaning, of course Cevil against ‘the
evn, Nevertheless after she had received ‘her Just punish-

ment and ‘was ashamed of herself for having committed a sin

God invited herlrepentance so that sll sinners may find an

example therein.and repent. ‘It thus was for a.righteous |

reason that the Talmud writes concerning it “Let every
S1nner repent and God will receive him " oag it 18 said
"Have I any pleasure at all that the wicked should die9"58‘h
"Let the wicked forsake his way and the man of iniquity his
thoughts and 1et him return unto the Lord and He will have
compassion upon him."59 And becanse God finds delight in
letting us know that He.favors repentance He commanded us
to bring a sacrifice of appeasement because 'He did diminish
the moon. This is also as it is commanded in the Torah
saying; “And one he-goat for a sin—offering unto the Lord,"eq'
which uas done on every Hew Moon, to appease God,because He:

appeased the moon when she repented. It all is a voice call-

‘1ng to sinners to repent.‘ Therefore is the New loon not a

© 57. Deut. 27:24

58, Ezekiel 18:23 .
69. ‘Isaiah'556:7 ..
60. Numbers 28:15
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holiday unto-us, .but .unto.God. .For us He sppointéd one :day
as a holiday, Rosh ha-Shanash, which .is also a New loon,

get :a8ide for "all of us to repent'and~bewreceired‘back a9

was the moon.

“Denin° !ou are evil-minded sons and your own Talmudio ',

laws conv1ct you. Why do you say, “The best among the Gen-‘
- 61 ‘ :

tiles kil "Gentiles and shepherds ave neither to be "6 2
o - 2 |, Mt L

" ";.!i |

caat in or taken out of a pit even when they are drowning, &Q’H?“jt,

Was a thing like unto this since time commenced9 You also {&ﬁp@?*Y‘N

say-“If one cast a stone in a courtyard and kill an Israelite ’%4$

A j‘/l/'(
1f there be 1&3395 in the courtyard nine Gentiles he is not !

guilty, the presumption being that his 1ntent10n was to kill
63 ;-

a Gentile," Your Rabbis ruled "A Gentile killing either a
Gentile or an Israelite is guilty of homioide but an Israelite
: 64

killing a Gentile is not guilty," "A Gentile Who observes

66 -
the Sabbath is guilty of a capital offense " "A Gentile

66
who studies the Torah is guilty of a capital offense:" a
Gentile is put to death upon the -testimony of only one wit-
67
ness, and without a warning; the money of & Gentile,because

61. Misquotation: see infra (80).
62, Hesronot ha:Shas, Senhedrin, 57a
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64. Sanhedrin 57a i;
65. Ibid 58c. b
66.,. Ibid, Ses Maimonides ILesponsa, 58. KF;
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of refusing to observe the seven Noaitic commandments, -is -
free;property,fornlsraelites,,who in taking igs are:not
bound by the law of theft, robbery, .or deceit; . If the ox..
of an Israelite gore the.ox of a Gentile, he is free from

paying indemnity, but if the ox of a Gentile gore the 0x of

.69 .
an Israelite the Gentile must pay, the touch of a Gentile
700 L
even of & ohild a day 0ld, conta:ninates wine-' all ridicule
1.

is forbidden save only to ridicule idolatry, cattle shall"

not be boarded in Gentile stables because’ they are suspected
72 ~

of sodomy, & Jewish woman shall not remain alone among
Gentiles because they are suspected of adultery, nor & man
because they are.  suspected of murder;75a JeWish~women;mustf
not sot either as a mid-wife, nor a wet-nurse to Gentiles,.
lest she bring up & son for the worship of idolatry,74 it
is forbidden to give a present to 8 Gentile or to admire T

R 2 76
him; a lost article of a Gentile must not be returned."

68, Tbe convert .intended to gquote Buba XKama 38a
69, Bale Kama 37b .

7Q.3Aboda72ara:5?a.

71, hiegillah 26D

74. Aboda-Zara 22a - .

73. Ibid.

74, Ibid 26a.

75, Ibid 20a .

76. Sanhedrin 76b.
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Now I will uncover your sheme and demand from you all your
blood, so that you will no more speak thus of us Gentiles,
for it iskbut just to judge you as you judge us, end spesking g
23 you do of us, who will save you? | | o N
RN

: ' . W gs:“

Rabbi Yechiel: The net you spread is sure to ensnare your
own self, I will have my voice heard in reply from first to .
'\".3,',’

last, regarding your misinterpretation. You opened by q_uoting: \,
"The best among the Gentiles, kill!" Do you know the name of
the Book and the place in such book where your quotation ap- :ﬂ:
pears? ol
' :I.\‘\\‘%‘i ' *

Donin: I do not; but Hashi was a great men and a profound ;‘ﬁ"{}."‘

i 77 “\‘~ .5;'

gcholar, in whom you believe more than your llaster, lioses, / 1\
Rabbi Yechiel: 7You are wasting breath - - is it ell because
you do not know the meaning of the Hebrew word GOYIM ¢ In l
truth, the word designates both good snd bad; “Praise the o
"8 . gk

Lord, all ye Gpyim;" and, "All the Goyim are forgetters of ‘\“u
79 k Vo

God ;" sufficient proof that my contention is right. Now S
. l ..’

I will tell you the truth: you neither know whence nor how to s
quote., It is in Tractate Sophrim and reads as follows: "In ol
wer, the best of the Goyim ye shall kill." And the law is
just, for it iswritten: "And the Egyptians pursued after \’.\;“‘Q;Q\‘if
g | 81 \
them, all the horses and chariots of Pharoah." These horses, N
!‘j‘?-‘f_z—

o

7. $Ee7convert here, no doubt, refers to Rashi's comment on Gen.
17 qeVe s

. KRR

78, Psalms 117:1 .
| ot

79, Ibid 117:18 *.j;::‘-;tif
80, Tosphot Abada-Zara 26b. 81. Ex. 14:9
; i A R A o

@JW% Tﬁﬂa}*ﬁuﬁﬁ%uw}rﬁ . '~i
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of Pharosh, where did they come from? Have they not died when
82
Egipt was plagued with a haillstorm? But they that feared
- 83
God saved their cattle: and it wes those God-~fearing Egyptians

- who gave their horses to Pharoah to make war on Israel; there-
fore did Rabbi Simeon say: "In war, the best of the Goyim ye
shall kill." TPorsooth, there is no man righteous and faith-

ful enough, when he comes to war on you, who will not kill you

at the first opportunity; therefore, be laster-than he and

kill him first. And in this there is no discrimination in

favor of an Israelite,‘even a5 it is written: "If & thief be %jﬁ.
found breeking in and be smitten so that he dieth, there shall ?éﬁf
be no bloodguiltiness for hirn."84 But the case entirely chan- ggf
ges when you are the -g2zgressor; you must mske no war to kill g%ﬁ;
‘unlessall efforts of peaceful settlement fail. So the Torah ﬁ;?
admonished us, even concerning the Seven Nations: "When thou .;E?
’ drawest nigh unto a -eity to fight it, then proclaim peace %fi
unto it."85 "Remember such must be @one to & city inhéd ited | %gi
by members of the Seven Nations, concerning whom we were ;':@if'f' %&f
charged: 'Thou shelt save alive nothing that breatheth.""80 ;&i“
Needless to say that in time of peece no bloodshed must be ﬁizf
resorted to. As for the people among whom we find living and =?§?

protection, it is forbidden to us to touch even-a hair's

82. Ibid 9:25.

83. Ibid 9:20 | | ﬁfﬁ
84, Ibid 22:1 i&?
85. Deut., 20:10 | Eg}
86. Tbid 20:16. iff
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breadth, either of their body or of:their property. Concern-

ing bloodshed we were warned more than any other people, as
it is written: "Thou shalt not kill;" without any differ-

ence between Israeliye end any of the other nationais, More -
over, the commandment includes us all; both you and we are

warned against bloodshed. Now, above all, you.muét_grgsp the
meaning of Goy as it is used in the Ta;muq, which applied ex-
clusively to members of the Seven Natioﬁs, which were spared

by accepting peace conditions, as, for example, the Glbonites.

Thus it is easily understood why, where there are nine Goyim

and one Isrmelite, there is no guilt of murder when one kills

the Israselite, the presumption being that he intended not

ageinst the Isramelite; but this does not permit to take the

A T Ty i T e + - A S e T T e s <,
W T e VT L ey - a
.‘:a;.s.../.:.:, o B A T RS ks i
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g
life of a Goy; he is not guilty after a trial, where'thg in- ﬁaﬁ
tent is declared to have been not against the one actuslly fggf
killed. The same rule applies to homicide, property, lost %ﬁ;
article, or present-giving; it includes only the members of g@%i
the Seven Nations, who are designated in the Telmud under the N
term Goy. But even against them we were charged not fo séek ::Fi
their destruction, as it is written: "And he shall feckon. | %;i%
with him the bought him."88 Moreover, these laws of restric- ﬁ@~ _i;ﬁl
tion against perpetrating a wrong ﬁpon members of‘the“Sevén ,Liéé ﬁﬁj
Nations, altho by reason of the peace terms they became ,@guuniig
virtusl property of the Israelites, refer even to the period 3%%5A*?{}

iy
87. Ex. 20318, Uen

88, Lev. 25:50,
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when we had the upper hand and they were pur slaves. We

were taught to "support the poor of the Goyim as wie do the
89 . 90
poor of the Israelites;" to greet them courteously;
91 92
- to visit their sick; to bury their dead; not to forbid .

their poor from gathering "gleanings " of the fields, "for-
» 93
gotten sheafs," and "corners" of the field; . and, it is

related that Rabbi Johanan, when a hoary Goy passed by, rose
94

up to honor him. To substantiate, furthermore, that the

term Goy does not apply to any other national, I need but to ‘iﬁ
roint out the following facts: we are observing our Torah iﬁx
even today with all our soul; many of us suffer ‘burning, . - ?\\,
stoning, drowning, and hanging for its sake, yet all that . Qiﬁ
which was forbidden us to do when Goyim are concerned, we do 1£ﬁ
in your midst; we were warned not to deal with the Goyim §¥§§
three days preoedihg their.holidays;g5 g0 now in this land ;Eé
and see how many of us do business with the non-Jewish neigh- ;ﬁ?
bors even during the holidays; we not only board our cattle ?éi}
in their stables, but we sell cattle to them; we deal with §£%f
them as partners; we are left alone with them; we board out iE?
our infants in their homes, and we instruct them in our Torah, Eﬁgi

1

89. Gitin 6la
20. Ibid,

91, Ibid; see TosPhqt Abada-Zgra 20a
92, Ibid.

8%, Ibid.

94, Kedushin 33e

95, Abada-fZara 2a
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for, behold, there are many priests who can read Hebrew books.
A oivtlized people where the orderlineae of family 1ife is
the rule cannot be spoken of in oonneotlon Wlth unapeakabla
orlmes. Suoh were plalnly sPOken of in the Torah 1tself C on=-
oernlng the land of Lgypt whence IsTael came forth out of
bondage and conoernlng the Canaanites whereto they were go=
ing, as 1t is written:"After the doings of the land of Egypt,
wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do; and after the doings of the
land of Canman, whither I bring you, shall ye not-do."?6 In
80 far as ridiculing idolatry, because the mammer of the wor-
ship of the idolatry spoken ofgvie profane, it is commendable
to ridicule it; but otherwise profanity is strongly condemned.
"All know why the bride passes beneath the canopy, yet he who
profanea his tongue Wlll cause & good heavenly judgment even
tho it be three score and ten ye ars old turned 1nto ev11

upon blmeelf."98 And, it is further said: "The sin of profan-
ity cause the visitation of plagues to be more freqﬁeht;"gg
Now, batihé made full reply, I say: Voe anto you‘forAattemp-
tihé to harm uws in speakihg evillof such vile nature against

us!

Donin: Were there not myriads: of you eaten up by the

'sword'oﬁﬁpretagne, Anjou and Poitou? If you really are, as

you cleim to be, the God chosen people, where are the wonders

96. Lev. 18:2

97. . Isaiah 46:1-2. | ¥
o8, Sabbath 55a'

99, Ibid ; Isaish 9:16.
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and tokens of your God?

Rabbi Yechiel: It is all &s it was written: "And I will
bring a sword upon you, that shall execute the vengeance of
the covenant."loO Yet, in the end, when Messish will come,
we were assured that "As in'the:@ays of thy coming forth out

| 101
of the land of Egypt will I show unto him mervellous things."

Donin: Behold, is it not written in the Talmud: "The
Goyim prefer coition with cattle belonging to Israelites
than with their own wives;"lo2 and Rebbi Johanan said: "When
the serpent cohabited with Eve he emitted poison within her;
Isrzel, who étbod upon Sinai, got rid of the poison, but the

103
Goyim who were not there did not get rid of it." ¢

Rabbi Yechiel: The Egyptians and Caneanites, who were
drowned in a flood of prostitution were spoken of as such.
Neither were they upon Sinal; nor have they subsequently re-
cognized the Torsah. But you, who did recognize and receive the
Torah, and, &s you claim thet your deity did not come to breask
it, add to it or diminish aught from it, that polson:, by
your own claim, is no longer with you and, therefore, no

assertion can be made that the Talmid spoke thus of you.

100. Leviticus 26;25
101, liichas 7:156
102, Abade-Zaras 220.

103. Yebomot 103b
Sabbath 1l46a
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Donin: Now, behold, you have & fixed daily prayer of bitter-
ness directed against apostates, priests, and lay Gentiles,
and according to.Rashi's interpretation, it ig 8 prayer for'
the destruction of the disciples of Jesus of Nazareth, of
the king and -the people, all of whom are denounced by you as
villainous and wickedglp4 You furthermore adjudged to Gehenna,
saying: "The priests, that is to say, the disciples of Jesus,

end the apostates descend to Gehenna and never ascendthence-

from; the Gehemne itself might be consumed but these are .
105 o
never consumed, for they are doomed to eternal condemnation." ke

Has there ever been a like people which curses the Gentiles

and their clergy, and use all their power to' meke them de-

tegtable?

Rabbi Yechiel: First, the benediction you questioned is
directed only against two kinds of evlil-doers, converts and
infidels who rebel against the authority of the Talmud;lfof
the former we pray that they may have no hope. in the camp of
their new religion so that they return back_to-our fold, and
for the_lattef that they.may be either humbled or destroyed,
but in no way does this prayer refer to the fOllOWerS of

Jesus from among the Gentlles.

Donin: Did not Rashi interpret the meaning of Minim to be,
106
disciples of Jesus?

104.' See Rosh ha-Shanah 17a Mww(’ " U}w:) Vi /;,m dud me vc,c.,
105. Ibld. oL o, - 1: ,‘ﬂ !"" 17/'-\“,) H !-"{ {' ek ".‘_ #‘fyﬂ r[.ﬂ.f,ya :

j it .IJ\"( o)) S
106, The convert evidently hed either a manuscript of Rashi _ s# s " &
different than the printed text or relied upon a lie. f?*fﬁﬁ R
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Rebbi Yechiel: |The comment of Rashi is not indestructible,.

On the contrary, d0 you not know that his own grandson, Rabbi

Jacob b.lieir of Ofleans ( Rebenu Tam ) and Rebbi Judeh (R"i) /
the Master of Nachmanides _and other world-renowned Gaonim " qmé& ;f?
questioned his authority and nullified his contentions ? sty

Yet, in truth, according to Rashi, I may say that he did not,
and could not refer to Jesus your deity, for no one is called
Min save only one who believes in Holy Writ end not in its

Talmudic interpretation. Conversely, should I leave it as

you desire, to say that Reshi referred to Jesus your deity,
it is but just that his disciples should'be in Gehenna, for
they entered the covenant of the Torah which was given to

our fathers on Sinei, as it is said: "Neither with you only R

do I make this covenant and this oath; but with him that
standeth here with us this day before the Lord our God, and

107 .
also with him who is not here with us this day." Thus i"ﬁﬁ
l

’
it is obvious that even those who were yet unborn at the

time of Revelation entered the covenant. And, because the !
disciples of Jesus formerly were in the folds of Israel's ?V?'
religion and had assumed its obligations a long time prior

to their apostasy, who cen say that they were forgiven? Such

gross sin, since they did not repent, cennot be pardoned, and e
their place is in Gehemna, as it is written: "And they shall

go forth and look upon the carcasses of the men that have

rebelled against me;" meaning, of course, the apostatesgwho

.

abandoned the covenant of God and rebelled against Him; snd
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107. Deut . 29 :15“14.
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what will their puniskment be? "For their worm shall not die,
neither shall their fire be quenched;"lo8 meaning, of course,
the fire which comes forth of their bodfes will never be
quenched, which is even as it is said: "And their form shall
be for the nether world to wear away;"log- the netherworld
will wear away, but they themselves will not wear away.
Nevertheless, speaking truthfully, the Gentiles who never
entered the covenant, are not so judged in Gehenna., 3But

you, Donin, who have been born a Jéw end had assumed the

obligation of the covenant, became a convert to ease your

burden., Who can ever forgive you?

The Bishops: Swear'upon your Faith if we can be saved by

adhering to our ‘estament.

Rabbi Yechiel: I can faithfully tell you that you may be
saved even by your religion, if only you will observe the

seven comnandments concerning which you were warned.

~ Y
1M e BishOPS: Behold, we have ten'(jyu¢wijf I @%dnﬁywwbﬁg¢&mﬁﬁf
Rabbi Yechiel: 8o much the better for you. But, behold this

liin, who was charged to observe 613 commandments, even tho

had he observed 612, but spitefully failed to observe thé «

one, his pﬁnishment would be destruction by fire, for he once

was within our covemant. There is one Gehenna both for Is-

raelites and for Gentiles who 8in with their bodies, as it

108, Isa, 66:24
109, Psalms 49:15
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is fully written, saying: "For, behold, the day cometh; it iﬁ;;
burneth~as afurphcé; end all the proud and all tha#work" ?ﬁg{
wickedness , shall be stubble; snd thet day shall set them ;{
ablaze, saith the 16id.bf'Hbsts, that it shall leave them :%ﬁi
neither rdb£ norbranCé.“llo And on the day the wicked ones :EEA
will burn, the righteous will f{nd.healing; a8 it is said: fiﬁj
"But unto you that feer iy name shall the sun of righteous-
ness arise withlhealing in its wings."lll Mbreovef; gfter the .j}é
wicked will be burned they sﬁall become sshes under the soles 'iﬁ
ot o foot."  Thus you have in the Books of the Prophets ’%h !ﬁ
& Gehenne which ends, and & Geherma which dées not emd. You ?g%
lied in sayiﬁg that in that benediction we refer, when pray- i?%

- ing for the destruction of evil rulars, to this‘government; ﬁ?ﬁ
We do hot refer to this government for the good reason that i;j
it iéinot ruléd by & wicked ruler. A wicked ruler was §E§
Pharoah, King of Egypt, who, altho seeing the wonders of God,il ?gf
said: "Who is the Lord that I should hearken unto His voice?"ll5 523
So was Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon, who knew of God and ag?
yet said: "I'will ascend above the heights 0f the clouds, and ;??
will be like the Most High." e And, as the Hebrew word used %%f

| P
110, Malachi 3:19 | | “
111, Ibid :20 | - &

112, Ibid 5:21 :
115, Bx. 5:2.
114, Is. 14:14. i,



in that prayer is Zadon, it is indeed self-evident that we

direct our supplication against such as he, evenlas it is
15

said: "Behold, I am against thee, 0 thou Zadon." So was

also the King of Assyria, who said: "Who are they among all

the gods of these countries, that have delivered their:country

out of my hand! that the Lord should deliver Jerusalem out
of my ha.nd?"llb They all slaughtered Israel, exiled them
from their land, made war upon them, burned their Temple,
and decreed deily new tyrannical laws against them, and
never favored them.with aught. Upon them, and such, we pray
that God may bring destruotion. But this ruler and the Pope,
who proteot us with & mighty power, who permit us to live
and to meke a living, and give us the right to leave & rem-
nant in Israel in their land, in which we have neither por=-
tion nor inheritance, and after God gives us life they per-
mit us to live, who could ever listen to the accusation that
we requite evil instead of good? True, this adversary and
enemy harmed usg:; but can this be a reason for us to be angry
at the entirse nation? Have we not an example of this kind,
when it is sald: "Shall one man sin and wilt thou be wroth
with all the Congregation?"ll7 Such never was, nor will it
ever be within the heart of Israel to requite evil instead
of good. Concerning this ruler, it is said: "And thou shalt

118
pray for the peace of the sovereign." In so far as that

115, Jer., 50:31
116, Is. 36:20
117. Num, 16:22

118, Pirke Aboth 3:2




.prayer is said to refer to priests, I may point to a kind of
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priest of whom mention is made in the Talmud: "Once upon a
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time, Rabba Bar Bar Chana wes reported to be sick, and Rab
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Judgh and Rabba oame to visit hime. While they were discus-

T T L
e L s

sing a question of evidence in a divorce written in a 'land

across the ocean,' a Persian priest came in and seized the jﬁﬁ
lights. Said he: 'O, merciful God: Deliver us either in ﬁgg
Thy shadow, or in the shadow of the Sons of Esau. "119 The ??E
Persian Priests were called Chaﬁ%ii and on e certain holi- L?iﬂﬁﬂ(' j?
day of theirs, they forbid lights’in any place but thelr | v ;ﬁEL
house of worship. Those préests were brought to Persia by /<Zz Y ?Sii
the Babylonians after the destruction of the First Temple, I I
and their persecutlon Bgalnst the Jews became unbearable.‘ AR T, ?i

VWhind ¢ b
Against them such prayer is no surprise, as they were Zadim. ugn“)“ Fad

- | PPN : ll‘ }
Donin: Yet hear me and I will tell you of what laughable P’t”J{WX ‘;
: : , AN o I VR
statements and ridiculous assertions are found in the Taelmud. [ .- {iyé
& ety N
Behold, it is written in your Torah: "God is locelized in A
’ | 120 CARS N
the space of the four ells of the Halacha; the night is - ¢ . ° !
) Vb 5 1"' ] g
divided into three watches and during each watch God sits Y. ! o't |
f\"’{“ R 'y W"..X =- l
roaring like a lion and weeping for His desolate Temple and &M{;, Lo
121 AR
exiled children; The Rabbis have it in their power to do xLﬂfpgﬁﬁﬁhj
. . 122 !?_,.- . b .':-._k"‘A_:-l-l
away with the fundamentals of the Holy ¥Writ.™ This people, gﬁﬁg{-ygﬁﬁ
N
the like of whom never was, have no Torah, and it really is b@héw jf\j
' o 1o
i 0

th

119, Gitin-16b - 172, The Hebrew text is more foulty here | & . |
' g F

than in the entire report of the disputation. G g
120, Berachoth 8a Mama wbih
o o S R { 4 i!\:;‘\‘i;
121 Ibid 3a et [N
s 4 LI 1
' L‘ K ’ !
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& mortal sin to give them & living, for even their own Torsh
they do not keep, but amend, diminish, add, and interpret it
in & menner worse tham folly. For example, the Talmud tells
that "Og, King of Bashan, took up & mount three miles in
diemeter, intending to mast it upon the whole camp of Israel
and kill them all, but the ants bore thru the mount so that
his head stuck in its cavity, and he could not extricate him-

Self despite his efforts with his enormous teeth, and lMoses
, 123 .
thelr llaster then killed him;" there was & bird named Bar

. 124
Yuchna which laid an egg that drowmed sixty cities; Abbs

Seul once pursued a deer which ran into the hallow of Og's

thigh-bone three miles without wither catching the deer or.
| 125
reaching the end of the hallow; God said: 'They have con-
126

quered Me:' in the Future to Come they will feast upon

the Leviathan-meat which was kept in salt since the Six Days
127 | -
of Creation; end drink wine which was stored away in the
| 128
grape since the Six Days of Creation; Rabbi Joshush b,

Levi outwitted the Angel of Death and is still living in the
129

Garden of Eden; Adem begot evil spirits, demons and

123. Barakot 54b.
124. Bechorot 57b
125, Nidah 24b.
126, Baba Mezia 5%Db
127, nga.Bat:a 74b
128. Barakot 34b.
129, Kethubot 77b,

-

Sl N NN Ce

,/ i .

ot ST .
R -

F Ry
-

B T,

Bl i ML N

-

B N

RIS
-
-

Pl

_‘__, R I
oo P AN e
S B

PSRRI

Ll T el

-
et

FREr . Fa

L P G S S e S

e e 2 e T




39

130
Witch-queens by cattle, animals, end birdgy - that he was
in s8ize as big as the span of the world;
132 .
that the angels on their visit
133

to Abraham ate three tongues in mustard; that the son of

that he had

two faces, front and back;

Devid will not come until the wall of Rome will fall, be re-
134

built and fall again;
136

entirely by infidels.

that the world will be populated
Such and like statements call forth
murmur and amazement from every one who hears themy Can any

scholar accept such book, or any reasonsble mind judge its

und s % "1

value? Such windy matter deserve.to be burned. Hespaaian .y"rbbv .li
136 T T

the Emperor did burn their Torsh: and in the days of R. ?\ih
Judah b.Babbe it was decreed both that the ordained and the i;s
137 \
ordainers shall be put to death; and because of following RS
their Toreh, Rabbi Chanina b.Teradian was burnt, N
The Bishops: Hearing Donin's indictment, rose up and ridi- S
culed the Talmud end applauded him. ;bﬁ
' ?5ﬁ

I

P

130, o
: .1:\__' i;

13l. Hegiga 1lR2a ?hj
2y :

122, Barskot 6la e
123, Baba llezia 86D a;@
134, Sanhedrin 98a ?EE
135, Ibid 97a i
156, rm@mu
137. Sanhedrin l4a; ,, el
Abdda-Zera 8b GS o

138. Ibid 18a fﬁf
I ‘ ‘(1
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Rabbi Yechiel: Dbnin, you mocked the stabtement that "God

- . is localized in the space of four ells of the Halacha;" are ;
you ignorant of the verse, "And there I will meet with thes, 5
and I will apeak with thee from above the ark cover, rrom K*{
between the two cherubim which are upon the ark of the Tes~ }
timony, of all things which I will give thee in commandment Qﬁ
unto the Ghildren of Isnael?" 1o There His bhekinah was fﬁw

localized between the two cherubim; in His Houge were brayers fﬁm

offered for all nations, so that His Name was glorified hy 'ﬁi

them, even as it is written in the dedicatory preyer of
» 140 _ , . .
Solomon the Xing; For His House was beloved of nim, even \%L

I Wy

as it is written: "The eyes of the Lord thy God are always
upon it, trom the beginning of the year even unto the end iﬁ%
L\ of the year; "141 eind as it is written. "The Bord loveth the t‘
gates of Zion more than 2ll the dwellings of Jaeobi" But fi&
nnw, when it a1l was destroyed'andzremains desolate, with ;ﬁg
our God in Heaven saying, "I will go and return to My place,"
there is no space whicn‘God desires more than the four ells
of space a men occupies when he is engaged in fhe study of
the Laws of the Torah, for none other in the whole universe
proclaim His Name or do His will, save only the one who is
devoted to His Torah and offers Supplications to Him., You
gpoke against the nabbis for saying in the Talmud that God

laments thrice daily for HlS desolate'Temple and exiled

children; remember, you have to tell much more amazing things

'
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139, Hx. 25:32 . | e
140. See supra {43) = A

141, Deut., 1li:12.
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concerning your deity. But, really, the Talmud added nothing

to what is written in the Bible, saying: "The Lord doth roar
from on High ..., He doth mightily roar ..... He giveth.a
ghout. "142 Are there not three roars in the verse? You
dread the pewer of the Rabbis fo do away with fﬁndamentals.
of Holy'Writ' 'Be not disnﬁyed' Their power is not strong
enough even to uproot one law of the Torah for all tlmes.
Only when the need of the hour demands it, as was the in-
stance of the prophet Elijah when he offered a sacrifice
upon a temporary alter to senctify the name of God against

143
the Baalites, altho contrary to the Torah which forbids

gacrifices on any but the altar in the Temple, may the Rabbie

meke & departure from the written law, but as soon as the

need disappears, the law remains in full force, as theretofore.

Even you hare a8 similar procedure, when the Pope giveea
dispensation to the King to marry a near relative beceuse
the need of the hour demands it; but thaf does not do away
with your laws of incest.. Your questioning pf the story of
the three square mile mountain of Og is not to the point, as
similar exaggerations are'found even in the Bible itself, as

for exemple: "The cities are great and fortified up to
144

heaven." Neither should Og's mammoth teeth call forth any

laughterl it is merely a flgure of speech. Nevertheless

our wonder-worklng God performed far greater miracles than

142, Jer. 25:30
144, Deut. 1l:28.
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the one mentioned in the Talmud in connection with 0Og; He
brought the Ten Plagues upon the Egyptians, divided the Red
Sea, sent down lMamma, brought down the quails; why then

wonder at the story of 0g? 1Is it impossible for God to do

it? ‘“The bird, Bar Yuchna, which laid an egg that drowned
sixty cities, surely is much smaller than the hawk's wing

which stretched to the far South, of which Job speaks,

saying: "Doth the hawk soar by thy wisdom, akd stretch her

wing to the South? The thigh of the giant Og was not bigger iz;
than a similar member of the skeleton of an Anak, nor was / v '( ﬁ
AbbaFqu.lsmallerthm any of the messengers who were sent Jgﬂf‘w:
by loses to spy out the land ( Canaan ) of whom the Bible - L {iff
tells, saying:" And there we saw the Nephilim, the sons of VUL
Anak, who come of the Nephilim; and we wvere in our own sight
as grasshoppers, and S0 we were in their sight;"l45 Indeed, a
God doth say,'they have conguered me' when the plain text of \:\
the Tarah is interpreted to mean Jjust what a majority decide- :‘ggz
that it means, for then God sanctions such decision. ' You E\!\\!
mock ;.zt the promised feast of Leviathan-meat end: stored-away i:
wine. Behold, it is written: "And God created the great sea- :‘\{,
monsters."me_’ Evidently, as the plural terminology is employed, EI\
there were atﬁ least two sea-monaters created, whereas it is ;1‘\

written:' "In that day the Lord with His sore and great and

et b g
PO

gtrong sword will punish leviathan the slant serpent, and

1eviathan the tortuous serpent; and He will slay the dragon

L L o T e kg e e

145, Num. 13:33 gg‘
' e
1460 G'eno 1:21. . ) PN
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147
that is in the sea.” Who killed the other sea-dragon?

No doubf, 28 the Talmud sgys, God did not want such dragons,
or sea-monsters, to multiply, and to endanger traffic on the
high seas. He therefore, as the Talmud tells, killed one

of them. It is moreover 'said: "There is leviathaﬁ; whom
Thou hast formed to sport therein;"148 and, "censt thou draw
out leviathan with a fish-hook?"149 Both verses speak in the
singular, evidently because the other one was dead. And
further it is said: "Will the bands of fishermen mske a
banquet of him; will they part him among the merchanta?“15o
It also is written: "And the Lord God planted a garden, east-
ward, in Eden.“151-Who till now eats the fruits of Eden, or
who will eat them ultimately, unless it be as it is said in
the Taelmud that a feast will be made when the leviathan-meat
will be eaten, and wine stored in the grapes be parteken of?
You wonder at Rabbl Joshuah b,Levi that he never tasted death
and is allve in Eden; were there not others as, for instance,
Elijeh, and the bones of Elishe which resurrected a man that
was cast in his gx'.c.nre':“lo'2 When Adem said: "This is now bone

153
of my bones and flesh of my flesh" "his mind was at rest,

147, Isaish 27:1
148, Psalms -10&:25
149, Job 40:25
150, Ibid 40:30
151. Gen. 2:8

152, See supra (2)
153, Gen. 2:23.




knowing that he_wasﬂproPer;y mated;Afor amoﬁg al; living \Eﬁ;
creatures there was found no helpmatglfor him, and as:he had %%é
to hame them all, his mind was not at rest. It is moreover Tfﬁ?
vritten: "And Adam lived & hundred and ten‘yeg{g4gnd begot gag
a son in his own likeness, after his own image" . which | ;fﬁ;

indicates that up till his hundred and thirtieth year he be-

got not in his likeness and his own image. It is therefore

not at all strange that the Talmud made such inference, ' fﬁ
particularly where no charge to the contrary was given tp iy
him by his Maker. As to his size,_igsét.not written: "Thou :?ﬁ
hest put all things under his feet,"  which is evidence N
enough that his size was bigger than the world, which all is - i;%
but a figure of speech to indicate his greatness. As for iﬁﬁg
his faces front and back, is it not written: "Thou hast ;iﬁ
formed me ( Zartani ) behind and before."156 As for the gﬁé
angels eating tongue in mustard, have they not dome more iﬁ&;
gross things then eating, for is it not written: "That the 'i
gons of God (angels) saw the daughters of man that they were ;;Sg
tfair: and they took them-wives, whomsoever they chose?" 157.‘7V. ?fi
Hespasian, the fmperor .. burned not only the Telmud but the f%?w &:é
Loty

Holy Writ as well. The ordgined and the ordainer were warned,’
in order to abolish the title luste and Rabbi Chanina b.Teradian

were among the ten martyrs who suffered death rather than

164, Ibid 5:53

1566, Psalms B:7
156, Ibid 139:5
157, Gen. 6:2




forsake the Torah. Such has been decreed ever since Crea- P kg
tion; but not because our Torah was found wanting in aught. &igee. o)
' o CLI-I_I‘i:fyii

"The Law of the Lord is perfect, restoring the soul seeee /;/; ,7'75"/ “uf
158 ' N

the ordinances of the Lord are true.™ And our Torsh ' .ppy 7 I
e Ny

protects those who study it. May our God, the God of heaven

K -
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and earth, Who made the sea and dry land, and Who led our N

i;“ ::\; Wl

ancestors across the Red Sea and gave us a true Torsgh,. have R
mercy upon us so that His Name be glorified and His Torah f “Vf
observed, and be good to us because of His Lovingkindness,
to restore to us the sweetness of our share in 1life, and / o
gather us speedily in the harbor of our inheritance, Amen! | N
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._CHAPTER 0. y

DISPUTATION OF NACHMANWIDES. ;gﬁ%

A Free Translation. . . '  ﬁﬁﬁl

Introductory remarks by Nachmgnides: .Thé Rabbis:relate: 9§3
Jesus had five disoiples, nemely: latal, Nakai, Nazor, Buni, ‘%?S
and Todsh. When liatal wes brought for executiqn, he said: }fﬁ
"Shall Matai be slain? Is it not written, 'liatai will come 'ff
and appear bLefore God'"? And the reply to him wa3:15;Is it i;&
not written 'latai shall die and his name perish'?" .. Vhen :gﬁr
Nékai was brought, he said: "Shall Nakai be slain? Is it not Lg%
written, 'And Nakai and the righteous slay thou not'?" And the (?ﬁ
reply to him was: "Is it not writteh, 'in secret places shall {%E
~he slay Nakai'?"loo When Nazor was brought ,he said: "Shall iﬁéﬁ
Nazor be slain? Is it not written,'And Nezor shall grow forth f%ﬁ
out of his roots'?" And the reply to him was: "Is it not }i?
written,'But thou art cast forth away from thy grave like an ;ﬁ%{
sbhorred Nazor'?"161 When Buni was brought, he seid: "Shall ff}
Buni be slain? Is it not written,'Buni, my first-born son'?" fg;i
and the reply_tolggm was: "Is it not written, 'Behold, I will }K?

slay thy Buni'?" =~ When Todah was brought, he said: "Shall
Todah bé'slain? Is it not written, 'A Psalm of Todeh'?" And

159, Pa. 42:3

Ibid 41:6. The Hebrew word Matai, meaniﬁg‘when, is used yf?

here &s a pun. , ) ;f%

160, Ex.23:7 | Eﬁi
Ps, 10:8+ The pun here is Nakaoi, meening innocent. . NN

1. T ¥ ' o

161, Is.1l:1; 1Ibid 14:19. The pun Hazor, meaning twig. g&;%
162, Ex, 4:22-2%. The pun - Buni means my son. -;i
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the reply to him was, "Is it not mmitten 'Whoso offereth

Todah as & sacrifice honoreth Mb'9" Thereupon Rashi come

0
L
iy
»
)
a1

. R
ments that because they were courtiers, replies had to be 3ﬁi
given to them, but the replies were in harnmony with the o

' 163 L
questions asked, which were sheer absurdities. = Like

replies I am here chronicling, because similar questions

o -_,—“_:_—7':-—.-"_'.';' P
P

e e
. 1

were asked of me by Pablo Christiand in the presence of the

king end his counsellors

[ sl

, on whose comuand the disputation b

between me and the convert took place at Barcelona (1263}, Eﬁj

Nachmenides: I will obey the command of the king, if I ol

N

mey enjoy free speech., PFor this favor, I beseech both, the vib;h N

king and friar Remon and his associates here. " WVW‘ g N

: e e { \-’r""‘/g i 1\‘71”

Friar Remen: On condition that you 8peak not shamefully. gﬁfﬁ

. \ ‘ . - L™ ‘ Z; “ﬁ?

Nechmanides: I do not desire you be the censures thereof, i

as I must express fully what I have to say in this dispute ﬂﬁﬁ

as yousare expressing your full desire in connection there- i
with. I understand how to

'
; ;':\;El' f:
express myself ethically, but I @ ~ 1Y) o i

must exPress the promptlne of my soul. f“iﬁﬁgmf:ﬁ‘i’“]fi

’hﬂéaﬁﬂﬁhﬁw”ﬂif“rﬁ

All:  You have our permission of free speech, Ty ;;“ P

A ded

| . | | }‘i’ ; RN

Nachmanides: There are many matters of dispute between (Hlfj~e. | %

the priests and the Jews which do not touch the fundementals !4;{‘5{£51ji

but the customs of their respective religions. I do not de- 'éhffpl” |
sire to dispute in this honorable Court save only woncerning

163, Sanhed. 42b

f W:’"; A

g ?Eﬂ

See Hesronot ha~Shas., wo
o

g

e et 2T LA T e -
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' Y N
matters which are entirely decisive. /"7 [’J‘“w j&l\ F }}ﬁwﬁ "‘“ \7.
h Ufaﬂ-”‘..,g r.iulr ’C' {{ !t,_h“"\ ) ‘

A11: Right! The disputation will be: (a) Whether the N & ot x
A

llessiah has already come as the Chrlstians contend, or he: ZLW? o ' -
is yet to coms, as the Jews believe; (b) Whether the Messish W"Wm{_ :ai
is really God or a real man, born of man and woman; (c¢) Is 176 Wi \‘-5.?':"
the t rue Torah upheld by the Jews, or are the Christians {*" ¢S, . :
practicing it? | | o f;;, !{m,) [
U Fip . [’ : '

Pablo Chrigtiano: I can prove from their Talmud that the _::}g
Ilessiah, concerning whom the p;'ophets _testify, hzs already '11:
COome « \I
Nachmanides: Before we will debate this point, I would 9';1,“?6{ :iu{ q
ask you to enlighten me: How is it possible for you to aver 'V;/[w{~
things which you can never substantiate? t’\’{fii"l
Pablo Christiano: But the Tg;mgﬁj.sts did.LmP’g‘Jf.i?ve S0, 1"’3,,&,.‘{;4 |
/ Naé}unanides: I am very much surprised at him, altho I dld‘sv w \:
.'/hear' that he made similar statements to the Jews of many g’\ih"f,.-;-u,,,-;,,.ub N

Yo Co
’ K s
Wil A

places. Let him answer me: Does he contend that the Tal-

N I

| mdists believed in Jesus, that he is the Hos siag'l and that ?‘ e
they believed that he was both, man end God, anéjinétfmmg}y 't v

a men, evenfes the Christiens think? Is it not a fact that \3,’
tg;é;m affair was during the Second Temple, and that he r;afi'_ \\1

| | i
wes born and was killed before its destruction? Whereas the !' '”' PR

Y
\Talmudists such as Rabbi Akiba and his associastes, and the /b'gf’} ]il
\I‘.IlSh.n&lStS such as Rabbi Judah Nashi and Rabbi Nathan were/ :  )

\ ’\J“I . ‘ H“ A p\ 1 #ﬂ“"‘{ﬁ‘{d"‘i ! b?uf}gvdr"\%ﬁ", . ;,- .,J{;. ,-“'}’ W ; J @M‘?[‘ ,\p._ §4

( ! v, F’ R ! |
..-‘E' ) y '. 3 L j H \‘— l
] ¥ ,."‘.?'.-" Y, R it "'; P _ '}' “. "
(-r\"/‘{)\‘.) ' JJ"} Q f\' fﬁr’\ “A ) ) HA ; .:-m;\" o L -fl"'r'-"u"bﬁi"" ;’ ". -_" - .? "“”éﬁl’ : N r:" &. s j,
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after its destruction. kore so, to mention Reb Ashi, the

compiler of the Talmud, who lived sbout five centuries after
™ |

the destruction of the Second Temple. If, as Pablo Christiano

avers, the Talmudists believed in Jesus, in his’MessiahSHip,
end in his religion, how is it that they remained within the
folds of the Jewish religion and customs, they and their

children and their disciples, and lived and died as Jews,

even as we are today? We ourselves, who were instructed in

the Talmud, foklow its interpretation of the religion of
Moses, and @ll that which the Talmudists observed and inau-

gurated, we adhere to until this day. For the whole scope

of the Talmud is no more than to teach us the commendments

and the Torah, even as the Fathers received the instructions

how to follow the Torah iIn the Temple from the prophets and

from lloses. If they believed in Jesus and in his religion,

why have they not done as Fablo Christiano did, when he

¢laims to understand the text_written by them better than
they did themselves?

Pablo Christiano: This is a lengthy argument calculated

to destroy the debate. But notwithatanding your views, hear

what I have to say. .

Nachmanides: But this is c lear evidence to me that he will
not say anything conseouential; yet will I hear what he will
say because the lord our king wills it so.

Pablo Christiano: Behold, it is written: "The sceptre




’%PL‘L L Vi ':"}‘v.‘-ﬁ 1““*"{ A “l(r 4”‘/”"’ i :1:[3

£ LP% Aein hd’t 'fm'!\rh vy e Qi n(‘vﬂf m““ﬂk‘grgl

8 [ b | wfef e f { o

ghall not depart from Judah ... #ntil Shiloh come." Shilohf\ ?Lﬁ, ﬁ??
is the liessiah. Here is a prophecy that Judgh will have do=-: (.; 'ﬁii
minion forever, until liessiah, a descendant of his, will --(?hd ?&{L E;F'
come. Today YOu have neither a single sceptre nor a single iéﬁi
law-giver; it is therefore evident that the llessiah came long Egﬁ;
ago, and because he was from Judah's seed, the dominion is his, ﬂiéi
Nachmahides: The prophecy is not to be understood that way; ‘ﬁji
it means that, as long as Israel will have dominion, it will. ;;?g
be the heritage of Judeh, so that if it ever be destroyed, it - %i;
shall be returned to Judgh. As evidence, I point to the fact ;?ﬁg
that long before Jesus It happened t@gﬁ_ggm;nion was lost by v’;(jﬁﬁg
Judah, but not by'Pye other. tribegugf Isreel, and then by both,f?k@;.gxﬁ
Dur1;;\¥ﬁgﬂééveﬁty years' exile In Babylon, neither Judesh nor {fa \ ';ﬁﬁ

il S
Fas R
Israel had any government. Serubbabel and his sons reigned but f 1 o

AP S
"\r‘g\ v 'J

for a short perlod after the Seccnd Temple was rebuilt, and for *
a period of 380 years Hasmonean priests and their followers had.‘: UQ"L
the dominion . As for & people in emile, it is needless to say
that it has no government; if there is no nation, there is no

ruler.
Pablo Chridtisno: During the periods you nwntioned, élfhd
the& had no political power the dﬁscendants oI Juiah‘had do-

minion for 50 the verse in the Talmud was 1nterpreted saylng

“'The sceptre shall not depart from Judah' refers to the exilarchs

and 'nor a law-glver from between his feet' refers to the

164, Gen. 49:10. N
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descendants of Hillel who instruct the public in the Torah." ;gﬁﬂ?
Whereas today even this form of dominion disappeared completely, fﬁgﬁ
. L . § i
for there is none among you now entitled to be called Rabenu, ‘y{%

- 166 .‘ L . i

our laster; even in referring to you as ilaster, it is an ?ﬁﬁ“
efror, and you are assuming the title fPalsely. ‘fg?

Nachmanides: The latter part of your sentence is not part -

of the debate, yet even this stakement of yours is untrue. Xa-

benﬁ does not mean liaster; Rab 1s the word for it; and without |
the traditional form of ordination, the Talmud callé a learned ;ﬁf
man Rab. As for myself, I donfess I am neither llaster nor good ‘%W
gcholar., Nevertheless, let me inform you that the meaning of iﬁf
the Telmmdist in-interpreting that verse is concerning political %Eth
power Only;' You are uninformed in Talmudic Law. You may ﬁossess
a 5it of knOWiedge in Héggadah, which you have scquired. The
gubject of drﬁihation (Semicha )}, mentioned in the Talmud, cone
cerns proce&ﬁfe‘in law, which is but right that any man exer-
cising Judiéial'pdwer gshould have such suthority conferred upon ?ﬁﬁ
him by either the reigning prince or ex1larch. Therefore, in
Diespora, descendants of the prlnces of Judeh, who had 1nf1uence
and some power at the courts of Gentile kings had the author-
ity to confer such ordination (Semicha). Such was the practice

for over 400,years,after Jesus. And it never was thought of'to

have the Semicha conferred only upon descendants of Judah. But{ﬁg
b | i = JHGE :

what the prophecy promised is concerning actual politicul potency b

C
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165, Sanhedrin Sa

i
kS

166, See supra (137).
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and power:y Nevertheless, as I pointed out before, in Bab&lon
,EEEX had no dominion; and during the Second Temple, vhen the
Hasmonean priests reigned, Judah had no form of power, for even
the power of'appointing'preeidents of tribunals and exilerohé

wag in the hands of the government._ (&frwﬂ(lgiﬁ{}

had e e gl YR u{&v A A -
Pablo Christiéno This is true; the Scripture seys that do-

W
minion would not end, but it could be interrupted for & time.
‘ | _ , B A . |
:’"'-‘._H R

Nachmanides: . Behodd, your majesty, Pablo Christiano has
e

decided the dispute in the light of my words!

g

?ablo Christiano: I rendered no decision, for the interrup-

t10n 0¥ Seventy years in Babylon is but & small metter, cone

sidering that there vere many who had remembered the First ~4em-

167
ple, even as it is related in the Book of Ezra, which can

be considered as a vacancy for a time. But now, since there'
is no dominion in your hands more than a thousand years, it

must be considered a complete elimination.

Nechmanidee: Now xou are repenting your admission-that that

Y
which c¢pn return is not comqlete elimination and that the words
’ U

zz/‘l'"\"{ M ii i‘l.ﬂ '“_f "- )
of the pr0phet ounnot be dlvidea between a long and a short

period of time, Furthermore, the periods I mentloned are long.
Moreover our Eather Jacob peace be w1th him! d4d not assure
Judah with dominion over hie own tribe alone, for he gasve him

the government of all Israel, as it is uritten,"Juduh, thee

167, Ezra 3:12.




168 8
ghall thy bretherh praise;  and as it is also written: "For
Judeh prevailed above his brethern, and of him came he that is
the ruler.“169 And behold, after the death of Solomoh, Judah
ceased to gbvérﬁ 21l Israel, as it is written:  "There wss none
that followed the House of David, but_the.t:ibe of Judah only."lvo
Thus, it is evident that what the prophevy means is thaﬁ itlwill
not be‘eliminated completely for all times. ., The truth of the
matter is that during the period of exile it is neither elimina-
- tion nor cessation, because it is not on account of Judah;_but
on account of the people; and the prophet could not assﬁre.Judah
that Israel will not be dispersed so that he could rule over

them all the time.

Pablo Christian0° %he Talmud itself conceded that the Messiah
}nn already come, and here is my eV1dence- "A certain man was
pioﬁing and the ox bellowed. Just then sn Arab passed him by
and asked him: '0f what nafidnality art thou?' And he replied:
'I am & Jew.' Said the Arab: !If so, let loose thy ox and thy
plough.' ( as & sign of mourning ). Said the Jew: 'Why?' Said
the Arab: 'The Temﬁle is destroyed.' Sald the Jew: 'How dost
thou know it?"‘Saidithe'Arab: 'I know it from;the,bellowing
of thy ox.' While they were thus occupied, the ox bellowed a-
gain. Séid %he Arab}z'Harness thy ox, pig% uwp thy plough again,

for the Redeemer of the Jevwis was born,'"

168. G‘en. 49:8
169, First Chron. 5:2.
170, I Kings 12:20 y

171, lidrssh Raba, Lement. 1:¢8%7. The convert quoted wrongly,
corrected text translation made. S T

H ; Y
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Nachmanides: I do not believe in this Haggadeh at all; yet
it is full support to my contention.

‘Pablo Christianos ' See! He denies their own books!

Bachmanides:  Truly, I do not believe that the Messiah was
born on the duy 6f the destruction of the Temple, and the Hag-
gadgh which gives out the story is either untrue, or has a
secret meaning known to the wise. Nevertheless, will I accept
it in its plain form, even as you stated it, for it supports
my contention. ,It‘asserts that on the day of the destruction
of the Templé, the lklessiah was borm. If so, Jesus is not the
Messish, as you maintain, for he was born and put'to death be-
fore the destruction of the Temple. In truth, his 51rth took
place nearly two centuries before the destfﬁction Euileven |
your own reckonlng admits that his birth took plece seventy--

three years before the destruction.

Pablo Christisno: Became dumbfounded.

S’ gL
Gill s‘ i The debate now is not concerning Jesus. The

question now under discussion is: Whether the lessiah has come
already or not? You stated that he has not come, and your book

states that he has come.

Nachmanides: You run away with cunnlng, as is your custom
in legal débatea nevertheless I will give my answer here:; it
does not say that he came, but that he wes born. On the day

Moses our Master peace be with him! was born, it can neither
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be said of him that;he came nor that he was a redeemer' only
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when he came to Pharoah with the comiand of God, saying to him:
"Thus,saith,ththbrd, the God of Isreel, 'Let Ify people go '

., ot R
then he came,. Lékewise,fhhqn thg_Msti&h,w;llpcome to the Pope

]

- T e

and-say to him:"By.the comrend of God, let my people goi" then
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will he have arri_ved_._. ‘) Tj.ll ,th;[s ‘day he has lnot come | and i-s-# ‘ f:::“\ e

therefore, not & Messiah at _all. Vhen David was born, he was g@f?
v hen | | L
neither king nor liessiah; but when Samuel anointed him, he be- U

came the anointed of God. When Elijah will invest the Hessiah i
MY gt 'ﬂn
with thé conmandments of God, then will it be gaid: "He camel"

gttt ® b, B a8 4 P

— - 7 | ) T Tﬂhbjéff

Pablo Christiano: The chapter, beglnnlng with the words: Fi 3§}¢
: : 170 . ' | o ,;
"Behold, My servant:shall prosper!" relates to the subject S

of lMessiah's death, of his Being turned over tothe hand of his
enemies, of his being buried in the same grave with the wicked,
even as it happened to Jesus, do you believe that it relates to A

Mesgisah?

SR F%H

Nachmanides: In its true sense, the chapter speaks for our igﬂ
people Israel in general, for such is the accustomed way of the I
| . 174 175 A

prophets to say: "Iy servant Israel;" "My servant Jucob.™ / Ay

T : - ) - o . 7 . IR .-! ;:‘
Pablo Christiano: 4And I can prove by Athe Q;t&t,e.mentﬁ of thei_/

own scholars that it spesks of the Hessiah.

172, Bx. 5:1 - f

A
173, lsalah o2:15 Mfff'iéwﬁ*wi .
o BBil-l7 - S S T o
Nl o d e wte
174, Ibid 41:5 .. | J . AR

AEAT B Lo,
175. Ibid 44:1 . 17 - ‘ L LI “1‘-“ '
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Nachmanides: It is true that our Rabbis , of blessed memory,
in the Heggadah sermonize on it with reference to Messiah, but
they never suggested that he would die by the hands of his enemies;
for you cannot find in any of Isreel's books, either the Talmud
or the Heggadsh, that Messiah, son of David, would ever be
killed, oi turhed over in the hands of his enemiee, er be buried
with the wicked, Even your Messiah, whom you created for your;
selﬂ was not so buried. If you deeire to listen, I will ex=-

plaln to you the meaning of thid ochapter.
All: We do not desire to listen to it.

Pablo Christiano: It is related in the Telmud: '"Rabbi
Jehoshua b.Levi asked Elijah: 'When will the llesslah come?'
Answered Elijah: 'Ask Messish himself.' 'Where is he?' '4t
the gate ef ROme, emong the sick.' He went there and found
him."l76 Tﬁat proves‘that-he has already.come end is in Rome,

the Rome whefe Jesus reigns.

Nachmanides: Is it not spparent ffem thds very Haggadah,-thet
he has not yet come, since he asked Elijsh, 'When will he come'9
Moreover the same Haggadah relates that Jehoshus b, Levi asked
Keggisah hlmself 'When will you my Master com.e“?177 Being so,
it is evident that he has not pet come but that he was bcmn

as it is plalnly steted in the Hagadoth and I belleve the mean-

e ] P N
i1 {

ing thereof to be so. S Q 4 ﬁﬂ hal Eq 0

(\.’ [} . -+ * "'ﬂ_.-ﬂ g
".“: v:‘ iﬂ: :’--‘i’ -

) ;

176, See ef}&;ae d. 98a. ; i
177, Ibid. v
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The King: If he wes born on the day of the destruction @f

the Temple, since when more than & thousand years have gone by,

and he has not yet come, how can he ever come, seeing that it ‘ﬂ
is not natural for a person to live a thousand years ¢ ;fif

Nachmanides: Altho the stipulated conditions of the dispu~
tation were that I should not debate with your majesty and that h?ﬁ

your majesty should not interpolate during the disputation, I : ”{f

will, ﬁevertheless, diverge enough to say: Adam and liethuselah 1 |

each lived nearly a thousand years, and Elijah and Enoch ex- ﬂfﬁ

l ;:.”

ceeded them by far, enjoying liffe forever. =§[%

ot A 3 zl}

The Xing: But where is he now? 3}3
Nachmenides: This is not relevant to the disputation, and ;

I am , therefore, not obliged to answer you. Perhaps you will -E}}

find him at the gates of Toledo, if you will send thither ohe *ﬁéé

of your runners. L

. | e

S

The King: Adjourned the disputation until the following day. N

| oy

Second Day: The king, a bishop, and all the clergy, profes- !c%ﬁﬁ ?ﬁﬁﬁ

T T T

sors and lecturers, am a large number of Jews and Gentiles (R A TR

e T i

gathered in the cloister, where the king ordered the disputation ‘? L

to be resumed. Pablo Christiano rose to speak. gﬁﬂr. :gﬁ?
S A
v

Phe King: He will spesk first, for he is the plaintiff, =~ ™

Hachmanides: My lord, hear me!

.
s
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Nechmenidee- Let me me.ke a clear reeume of ny o;p:.nion con=-

eeznlng the meesiah he will then be able to reply accordingly.

The King: Gave his assent.

Naehmenides: Hear ye all nationale'eseenbied£‘ Pabloldhris-'
tiano asked me:"Hes t he Messiah, of whou the prophets spoke,
aiready come?“ I said:"No." He thereupon'produced a.book of
Huggadah wherein it is stated.that on the:day of the destfuc-
tion of the Temple the lMessiah was born. lI eaid;l"I do not he-
lieve in thet Haggedeh, yet it'is evidence for my contention."
I now desire to explain why I said that I do not believe that
Haggadah. Wle have three different kinds of hooke namely-'The
Bible, in Wthh we 81l faithfully believe; the Talmud, which
is an 1nterpretat10n of the eommandments of the Torsh, for the
Torah eontains 613 commandments and there is not one of these
which is not fully explained in the'Talmwd;‘and'the third book
we call JaIidresh thet is to sey, sermons. 4As, for inetance
the bish0p here would deliver a sermon and one of the audience
would wrlte 1t down because he 1iked.it. The belief in the
Midrash ig 0pt10nal. If one bellevee in it,i% is well' if he
does not belleve in 1t he does no harm, There are asmong our
scholare thoee whoee writlngs tell w® that Messiah will not be
born unt11 immedlately preceding the ena of our exile when he

will come to deliver us. Moreover,the name Haggadah, ‘applied

by us to this book, meansthat it consists of folk tales. '‘here-

fore do- I not believe that the llessigh was born on the duy the




™

i

LS

' Even so was it asserted by the authors of the aforesaid Haggadeh.

- .
f“gj ru W ”.,:.’w fgt V“"*‘.f{’fwfig fi"{{ﬂv \/vfr{ a2, ﬁ}‘ i :j‘ F]f,
Temple was destroye d. Nevertheleas I accept thls Haggadah in | \\;ﬁl
its literal form, 88 you suggest, for it supports my contention \:;,,
that it does not refer to your Jesus, for he was not:born:ont E“
that day, and thm_{& intercst therein was removed as a factor 54 }‘%
i b

by a long process'of intervening times Your ma.,jesty, wiser then N2y
ESals o 1) )y
any of then, gske@.-_ "How cen it be,when it is not vwithin the , ..

A T e S e g p 0

i
3
-;r \

P LoD '1»‘:’

nature of man to llvee. thousand years?" WNow I will meke my Ay pvict i

.“ . ]

reply clear: Behold., Adam lived 930 years; he died because he /il ..

hed simned., Had he not sinned his life would have been exten- V“‘“}"”"Ef »
W e oy .
ded nmch more, perhaps forever: and bothithe Bws and Gentiles T, '\ ..r.

“ LK
4” 'L . 1;1\

' ]

1

1

confess that th_e.slin of Adem will be wiped off when llessish's éw“ ”
era will dawn; this is in so ifar as we ourselves are concerned; “
but the sin of Adam never rested upon the lessish; he, there- l
fore, remained immune from the visttation of death, end can |
live = tho'uSand, or thoﬁsahd&of years, or rorever, Even so ‘J*
the Psalmist avers, saying: "He asked lire of Thee; Thou gavest
him, even length of days for ever and t=3wnrer."]"‘?8 Your mejesty ”
sgain asked: "Where is the Hessiszh now located?" It is stated iii
in Holy Writ that Adam wals placed in the Garden of Bden, but ni
when he sinned, it is said: "Therefore, the Lord, God, sent i%:
him forth from the Garden of Eden.“”-9 lessigh, who was -ab~ ‘

golved from that sin, was not subject to the punishement; thus

it is established that his plece is in the Garden of Eden.
180 N

178, Ps. 21:5
179, Gen, 3:23.

180, See Supra (176,
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The King: HEVe'youfishOIars not said in thet Heggedah thel:ihe
18" in Rome? - | o | iy
LRV - E - ! %"ﬁ

Nachmanides: Not that he is located in Rome, but that on a «..: i

ogrtain dey he osn be seen thore, EILjah told Rabbi Jehoshush 2
that he could find him and see him in Rome oh“a certain dsy.ﬁ Eé%?
The resson he saw him there is given in the Talmud; but I am 1§ﬁﬁ
disinclined to repeat that reason in the presence of this gather- ?Hi
ing of many.nationals. I will, however, impart it to youwr ma- fg
jesty in private. | fﬁ&
| h

The King: Congented to hear that reason in private. %;%}
Fachmanides: lessigh will remain there until he destroys fiig
it,181 even as it happened with liosed, who was brought up in ??;i
the house of Pharsmol until, in the end, he saw him and his ig;&
people sink to“;he bottom of the ocean; and even aas it is said fi;é
of Hiram, King of Tyre: "Therefore have I brought forth a fire ﬂﬁi
from the midst of thee; it hath devoured thee; "182 and even SO %;g
it is said- "There:ghall the oalf feed, and there shall he lie ?Eli
down, and consume the branches thereof.“183 ljoreover, in elsabo- iﬁ?

rating over this Haggadah, it is said: "Messish will remsin in
Rome until one man will say to another:'Here! Heve Rome and all
its possessions for a penny,' and the other will say: 'I have

184
no need for it.'" Are you (speaking to the Xing and to Pablo

e e B L R il
e e T R TR

181, Ibid,
182, Hzek. 28:18 AT I ) e,

Uul{/ Y JLI i ,-éq_, :d‘{ i‘,’ ( L "-L f, 14 RE :"’{ :f l’\
183, Is. 27:10 “ G

184, Pirke Hecholot, by Rabbi Ismael the High Priest, on
Kobalah 5: 5. Se“’lrze hasLabanon , 5361 sdition.
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Christiano, the whole audience now listening =gaein) acknowled=

I

ging that the sin of Adam.will be annulled at the dawn of the

Srie
———
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Messianic era, even as I stated?

-, 2 g,
PR R 2PN gt v

The King and Pablo Christisno: .Yes; but not as ypg'gkp:ess__ﬂ RS

Lo ;

SIS T TS

i%... The idea is, that as a result of that sin,'all ¢escendb§ E

s

Ty T

to Gehenna, but in the deys of the liessigh it was annulled;-'

R e N

because Jesus brought them all up.

Nachmanides; This statement of yours is in harmony with :ig\

what our country follks say: "He who desires to lie, claims gi%”
| 185 | e
evidence in a far-off place." -  There are many kinds of" g

punishments: mentioned following the sin of ‘Adam and Eve:
"Cursed is the ground for thy sake .... thorns also and this- Hféﬁ
tles shall it bring forth to thee «se¢.. in the sweat of thy

face shalt thou eat bread ..... for dust thou art, and unto
186
dust shalt thou retum." MAnd unto thg woman He said qesee
87
“in pain thou shalt bring forth children.™ All of these are

nov as they were; everything which we can see or feel with our
genses were not wiped out during the time of your llegsish,

whereas Gehenna, which was not at all mentioned in the Torsh,
you say that it was not wiped out, because there -is none to % |
refute it. It would‘;; begt evidence to have one of you géﬁgdﬂ;g{rrf
there and return here to testify. Morsover, be it far Prom %ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ”ﬁﬁXH-

N ' . Yy
r ﬁk: } e ':!
SR (

185. See Rabenu Asher, Shebuot 41:18.
187, Ibid 3:16.
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God to punish the righteoua with Gehenna on account of the

gsin of Adam. ‘My soul is as near to the soul of my father as

it is to the eoul of Pharanh. Because of Phareoh's sin, my

goul will not go into Gehenna. But the punishments were physical
My body is from my father and mother. When it was decreed that

they suffer death all their generations forever are by nature

mortal beings.

Pablo Christiano: Yet I will bring evidence that the liessianic

era has already passed.

Nachmanidss:‘ I pray to your majesty,_hear me. Our debate
is not rooted in the lessiah, nor are our fundamental differ-
ences'lodged therein. In truth, to me, your maaesty is worth
more than Meesiah. You are a king and he is 8 king. You are
a Gentile king and he is a king over Israel. The Messiah is
no more than a king of blood and flesh as you are. When I
gerve my Creator W1th your permission in erile suffering in
subjugation stigmatized by the p0pu1ace and shamed by them |
constantly, my reward is indeed great for I am offering my
own body as a sacrifice and thereby I will merit life 1n,the
World to Come, more and more., But when there will be a king,
an Israelite egtablished by authority of my own Torah, ruling
all peoples, I W1ll be forced to gtan by the religion of Is-
rael. Then Will my reward not be as great. But the foundation
of the dispute and differenoes between Jews and bhristians
rests upon what you say is to you the pillar of divinity which
makes the eubject difficult and bitter indeed. You my lord
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our king, e cmsmn se":'i of a ehﬂsmn' fathe-r'and mother
have heard priests and preaohers sPeay of the birth of Jesus'
they have filled your brainf and saturated the marrow of your
bones with it therefore it stays with you as a foroe of |
habit;' But that which you beliefe and which is the prop of
your faith, cannot be aocepted by reason, nor ad0ptod as a
foroe of nature- the prOphets have not foretold it, nor can'
the miracle thereof be elaborated upon, as I will demonstrate
by conclusive evidence in its place and time, The Creator of
the Heavens and the earth and all that is therein beoomes an
embryo and spends an antenatal period of (seven) nine months
in the womb of a Jewess. He is born an 1nfant and grows up,
then he is turned over into the hands of his enemies who
pronounoe upon him the judgment of death and do put h1m to
death, when ,ss you say, he returns back to his orlginal state!
The Jewish mind, or that of any.other man, can oonceive_no
such thing. four:words,-in speaking thus, are vain anddfolly.
This really is tne'oesis of our dffferences. Yet, if your

desire be such, we may also debate concerning the Messieah,
Pablo Clhristiano: 4And do you believe that he came?

Neohmanides: No; and I belisWe and know that he has not
comes for there never was a man who said, nor one concerning
whom others said, that he was the llessish, save only Jesus,
and in his Messighship it 1s impossible for me to believe, be-
cause the ptophet said concerhing Messish: "May he have domin-

ion also from sea to sea, and from the rivdr unto the ends of
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188
the eerth;" whereae he had no dominion at all but , on the
TECTLILON e ahe nobo ol wer! o Phe :

contrary, during hie lifettme he fled from hie enemiee and

RIS Y

hid himself from them until in the end he fell into their

Uy b ’.’-?’ i

hande end oould not sawe himeelf much less eave all Iereel. |

Even after hie death.he had no dominion._ Rome wias not built Jke \44

1-. ; “f'k‘.'i‘t

t’*~\_.'

becgggemofihim,_for long before there Wee any belief in him yéeango

LICET
_/ * Il i A 1 v s ro

Rome -ae a great oity, capital of moet of the world.' In feot;jﬁfggh

i

efter people oommenoed to believe in him. much of Rome e do- -E#tty\A

minion waned. EVen now the followere of mohammed heve a great- 11AM{

pr0phet eays concerning the hmeeianio era- "And they ehell

teeoh no more every men hie neighbor arﬂ.every'nnn his brother
CoT189
eaying"Know the Lord ' for they ehall all know Me." | and it

elso ie eaid "For the earth ehall be fgll of the knowledge of
90

the 'Loxrd, ‘as-the waters cover the sea;": . “and. it is-even said::

"And they shall beat their swords into plow-shares and the ir
epears into pruning-hooks- nation shall 1ift no sword egainet
netion neither ehall they learn war any‘more;"lgl whereael
sinoe the dey of Jesus until todey, the world is full of vio-
lenoeuand:robbery,:endvthe%bhristiaHS'ehed more blood. than the
reetaofhthefnetione,cand oommit'more.adultery;ntoo.;*Howﬁhardf

would it -go with your mej esty and- these your troopers. i8: there

.4

e e b e m Ve .
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Y A s . R oA I N

188, Ps. 72:8
185, e B
190, Is, 1139°

191, Ibid 234, iii.-
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would be no moré*ihatruotioﬁs“1n”thé“&rt‘bf warl - The . pr0phet

also eays about liegsiahi "And - he shall amite the! land.with the
192 :

rod of hie mouth- thereupon oommente the Haggadah the very
book now 1n the hand.of'delo Chrietiano saying- "When & Te-

\.a

port will oome!tmto the King meesiah that ] oertaln state re-
belled againet.him he will merely eay'.'Brlng a ewarm of N
graeeh0ppere and 1et them destroy 1t ! or when it will be.“l
reported to him that a oertain distrlct rebelled agalnst them

he w1ll merely eay 'let a swarm of flies come upon them and
v ;19% . e
devour them." | ThlB was not what Jeeue lid and you hie

.‘-,

aervante find mounted horeee to be of good service end eome-

x R

: timee even thoee are of no beneflt to you. And I etill have

more ev1dence from the worde oftthe proPhets to conV1nce you. o

-ndelo-CthSttano- Such ' s his way! He makes:-lenghty speeches
just . when.I have: eomething to ssk him! - -

-----

The King “ Naohmanidee b_e .qdi'et_; | ‘Peblo“chrie'tienoda_ the
1nquieitor._ o - -

fwPablothrietianor*'Beholdftheiriedholarsﬁeaid cong érning
lesdiah ;- that ‘he is mo}é ‘esteemed than the angels, 'and this is
1mpoeeible”to“be.Withany.otherhsare,Jeeue .who_ 1s_both the.
Meeeiah and ‘God himself FPorx: even 80" they 1nterpreted the Verse-

- 194
"He ahall be' exalted.and lifted up, and shall be very high .

192. Ibid 11‘4
193. See Supra (183)
194. Is. 52:13,
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eaying-"Hefshallxbe exalted ,above Abraham lifted ug,above
Hmeee- -and very:-high, even. higher than :the angele.

Naohmaniaae-’ Our soholars eaid it quite often of tho f7
righteoue.""The righteoue are greater than the minietering

196 .
angels-" even of the peOple of Ierael is it said- "Israel

is held more- dear then the: ministering engels.“197 As for ‘the
meaning of -the Haggadah with'regard to Messiah, -it iS’thiS:aﬂ
Abrgham made‘proeeljteS“ and preached to the nations feith in
God, ‘and - ‘opposed Nimrod and waes not:afraid. of'himr loses ex~
celled him, for-he, in his meekness, stoodiageinst: Pherach the
great;wioked“hing,ﬂwifhoutnehowing eny deference for him, ‘and:
emote.him-withﬂgreatnplaguesfandvdeliveredJIsraelwfromvhis hand;
the angels, -too-are- urging the redemption of ~Israsl, as it . is
said- "And there . 15 none ‘that holdeth with-me.against these,
except Miohhel-your.prinoe,"lgaand 1t -is: alao gald:"And now
will*I return to’ fight withlthewprinoe'Of-Persia "199 But

the Mbasiah w111 exoel all these 1n his performance for his
heart W111 be ex&lted 1n:following the paths of God. and he
Wlll oome and command the PoPe and the kings of all natlons

in.the name of God aaying “Send.forth my people that they

195’ Sanhedrin 953. based upon Dan. 5 25 ':-d; ‘ff'
196. Hulin 91b. | ’ - o
197.'Dan‘ |
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198, Dan, 10 21
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may . aerve.me-“-and Hohwill*performzmanyaandwgreat'signarand1

e b e e g————— gt =
e S Juptelm gt S AN

wondera 1n theirwmidat for he will not at all fear -them; and

s L N el s R

it 1s he who will remaiv in Rome .gntil he will;destroy- it.t_w

And ’ -ifi you .are willing to.listen, I am ready to interpret.. - J

the entire chapter. B P T I

and that he ‘takes’ upon himself t0 suffer afflictlons on con-

J

S
"Pablé*chriétiandi*‘r am‘not. But here is enother Haggadahfnn %;;j
"The Lbssiah prays for Tsrael that God mey fOtgive thelr sins ;g_é
dition that 'the resurrection teke place in my diys; end not ;ﬂ'%
unly for_the_dead_of‘my generaiionwdoﬁI,pray,.butdeven for%<.' gﬁlf
all who died since Adam. even. antil now-iand not only for. those 3?%

who dled & natural death but even for those who were. cast . !

L T £t *
youc n—_;-__'-;‘f.-‘_ﬁ.’f_..z.' i

into the Sea and weroudrowned »..0r who were devoured by wolves hi
Ts00 oy Weds Gevoured ._ i
and ot her beaste.z‘ﬁv_ Behold_ the.auffering,which-the llessiah

Pl
e
R A

e

TR e

m:-—."'\:-vv\-ﬂ:""‘“;';'v‘i;'

T

took upon himgelf is the putting to death of Jesus, who re- Qe

O R B e D e B e T T Tk e 4

ceived it upon himéelf by his own volltlon. - o ki

vt . Trua ; T
I Taal % et o R g St e BB 8 A A e B0
T

LT A P

(3 5 ARG g e

|
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L e S ".--,"._._ . . . ¥ _;E

| : Giil
. nia e
_Nachmanidgg;<WWpe towh;m who feels no shame! , A11 this - i
i et Ane | P - | i
Jesus did not do; he did not resurrect the dead since Adem, Huwi

ngitheriﬁigﬁye @9,&95?&_9f all; this. lioreover, the prayer
proves that he is a man &nd not God, and it is not in his po-
wer to resurrect the’ dead. As for the self-assumed suffering,
it is+a’ reference to the pain the liess iah’ suffers because ‘he
ia delayed so mﬁbhg?éeéihg“hié”peopié'1n“ek116'w1thbﬁ%°£he
power to redeem them, seeing those who serve that which is

not-God," seeing how they deny him and accept arother liessiah,

200. See liidrash lishle 9:4.
- Also’Sanhedrin 98b; Pesahim 54a; Nedarim 39b,
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Pablo Christiano-* ﬁéhﬁid‘cbaniei saids "Seventy weeks'are
decreed upon thy people end upon the holy city, to finish the

transgression and to make ani end “of ¢ sin and to" fOrgive ini-

quity, and to bring in everlastino righteousness " and to seal
- 201

A

vision and prophet and to anoint the moetlholy place."
‘Now this seventy weeks means seventy times geven years totali
ing 400 years which are nade up of the seventy years of the

Babylonian exile and of the 420 years' duration of the Second

Temole- and "to anoint the most holy place“ refers to Jesus.

Vi : B O R T S R ey
f;Nacmanides:_4was-not-Jpsuswtmgrtpgtimes“seyen,years,hefore,
according to.-our reckoning, and at least ten times seven years,
even according to your reckoning9 As for us, we must accept

the former figure which is baged’ upon 'the’ testimony of ‘the

men, of his .own generation, who_hneyﬂhimbandlof'him,J

Pablo Ghristiano- ' So it" wes acoording to our reckoning:
for the succeeding verse says- “Know therefore and discern

th'at -ﬁfro'm the g'o'ing"fo'rth of the word to restore and"‘oii'ild"

s

na—

PRI
R

T A A} e

PR e
e A i s e e o

AR g
e
Ry

€ A v o pn =

o = v
LF Y SRR X St Y

o m— gt i £ et g
RITSEARE A ST Brok Lok g M7 (0 (1T i e
B T R e L

PR N PR B PR

=

LS

P L

1,

7 -':*" s i

[ESsS L et

S

L N PV TR

R T

A2 N T TR T R

AL e

T A Tl P T R o o A T B e

-l A Ve
SR T L BT AT ST !

Epcta
*

Wt A e i L . bt ed e - Pt et Y A
B N M .

w5 om

s

TR AT npe D BAL o TR

P e Civaifol 7V =T L R W TR (T 0 TS

e Y o

LT e e S AT s L

Ly

o

el 2 3

202

Jerusalem unto one anointed. g prince shall ‘be seven weoks 3™

the anointed the prince"' 19 Jesus. RS

. i . R
. LI ,-L!,' o v Lt gt
. . oo

o Nachmanides: Thisw,tQQJ:iapﬁmgrqga:ﬁ?lor-.wmhe-Yﬁr?pfﬁrQQ
divides the seventy weeks mentioned, in the preceding verse; .
_itasubtracts,therefromnthe,timeGuntotthenanointed prince
seven weeks- it then figures the S1xty-two weeks when "it

.8hall.be built again with broad place and moat-"and in the

1

201. Dan.:9 24

202, Ibid 9:25.
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the succeeding varse'it rumbers one ‘week When "hé shall rake
a firm covenant with many," thus:totaling deventy weeks,
Jesus, Wwhom'you ‘eall-dnoinited-prinoé,, did “not .come ‘at "the-
end ‘of ‘seven weeks , but at®the ‘end of mors than thrée score
weeks , aceording to your own figuring, ~I should -like to have
your interpretstion of ‘the chapter in harmony with your figur-
ing, 80 that I might make reply to .it. But you dan find no’
wey in the world to harddéiﬁé,the"tWO;’~Yét§7y0u'ééem-to-feel
no shame:to spéakiabout*SOﬁething5y0ﬁ‘kn6w‘ﬁbthingof;*”How-
ever;VI*ﬁf11“56114ybﬁ£*-the?aﬁBintéd’prihcé“waé*Zérﬁﬁbﬁb§3}'
who did ‘comeat ‘the end of ‘Seven-weeks. for ‘so' it'is indice-

ted in the Sofiptures, ' -

~ Pablo Christisno: But how cen he be celled Messish (anointed)?

it ba e e ... .83
Nachmenides: Cyrus, too, ‘is called ‘Messiah: -~ and of -

Aﬁrahém}‘lsaad“ahdJaCOb;vit"iS“saiQ§"Toﬁéh not my anointed
bnéés"§04'fh6réforé; hé'iéfsp0kendf’as;&"priﬁdé;vhié;fulefQ‘
ship’as.a?king-wili7ndt‘bé”exaltéd,Lbutihe-ShallJbé honored * - -
and exalted emong his pecple, evén ss it is said: "The prindés:
of*thé-ﬁegg%é afefgétheféd-together;~ﬁhefﬁebple*of%the God of
Abraham.” ° Now:'I will impart to you and “your collesgues’ if ‘you
have "a-desire to learn, or's ﬁegtt'to‘understand; the ‘mesning
offthe'ﬁholefohapter;'%lmaintain before your majesty ana ‘all

nationals here. assembled that. there was neither in this.. .. .

@0t 18+ ch28i1%16: 22

205, Ps..47:10.
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chepter nor in the entire Book of Daniel any.time. limit det = I f
. -y PO B P o E;
N

for the coming of the Mesgish, save only.at, its end, for sor -~

it 18 evident from the text of the, book, iteelf, in this.and.
in other ohaptera which relate of his prayer to know When..

AT ,5'5'4@ ."""= 22 m o~ 3

that it was told to him: "And from thé ‘time. thet . the continual |
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burnt'°f?°r1ng Sshell be taken away, and the detestable, thing o
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thatcaauseth appalmenttsetoup, there shall be a.thousand, two
206

hndred end ninety dsys,' . Now I will explain tlie mesning |
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Mbsaiah will .gome. . But in the end of the book it is atated.ﬁ g
T A A EFTIRNE YA R I LY IR A M MR R i
)
&

R G L ¢ S e TR 0

,_
AL it e
il

A
IR S R Tt R i

TR

of the text of this verse, altho it might be questionable to
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the Jews here present. ‘Daniel sajs that "from the ‘time the
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Rome, which destroyed the Temple, will elapse a thousand, two

hudzed end ninety ears. "Then," Daniel contimies seying,
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"Happy is he that waiteth and cometh to the' thousand “three
... 207 :
hundred'and‘five'and‘thirty"years " " thus” adding forty-five‘

years. The resson for this is: At the first period the Messiah
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will come and lay weste "that ‘detestabls thing", which worships. @ i}
a'ho-god, and Wipe 1t 0ff fiom the facs of the earth. Then < 11
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hé'wiii"gafhéirtﬁe‘diépéféed*isréeiiintd the wilderriess of the

nations, evenas it is seid: "And brlng her to the wildernesa
TR et
and speak tenderly unto her." . ??99aWillﬁPﬁ;b?ingn??ra?l
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208. Dan. 12:11; The Hebrew word Yomim must be here trans-]? ﬁﬁaﬁs
lated years and not days. See Leve 25:29; Ex. 13:10; | ¢
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to their 1e.nd whioh is"'ss lfosés, the Pirst \redeamer, aia, Mg . qi
This ‘will dohe to pess ‘after the’ lapse of £0 ty-i’ive years QMN‘ vﬂ ;I
Thereafter, the people of Israel will live uniisturbed in their i’
land, zggd they will re,joioe in their God, and lin Devid their | /‘,TJS*E’& !fr’ﬁéf\i
king." fleﬁﬁy, indeed 15" heiho' waitnth and borieth to' thae ’ti f’: E;j::‘f
good dayal' And behold it" s’ now, since the deetruction o "]‘;'” E*; g
8 thousand ‘one hundred and ninety-five yeere end it is our L’::M :‘:"J i’l%’;’:
hope that the Hessish will coiw atithat time, for this in- e ‘”" i
terpretetion is well- founded, and proper, and believe.ble.' Ry ;hbl”f‘“ :I[r%:
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_Pablo Christisno: Behold, the scholars of the Haggadsh () 3 |

,r;.rj‘ﬁ:‘ sivi i
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seid- "Those additional deye What are they? [They. ere.the j'ﬂ’u " \{((‘:l ﬁ
'forty-i’ive days in whioh the redeemer Wlll be hid from them. g‘U‘ {L‘*"H jh!’-. i;:
Even es lioses, the first redecmer, appeared and. then ‘was_oon- L :et"ég ﬁ:
cealed from them 2:?8 wili the laet rodeemer appear and be. ‘son- ’3*()([{ 151 :
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oee.led from them.“ In this Heggedah thu scholars, employ iy ,:e.,?,

the term Yom, Which means day, thet is to say, forty-five L ¥.4 |iji
de.ys end not years. . - [\ﬁ-m{ﬁ, ,i'd\ ?

where it spee.ks of i’orty-five Yomim -yeere° "such is an’ ‘oxe- j\eu'»f_
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preesion of the Rebbis "He ouotes ‘the la.nguage of the veree'" %"""%‘“L *‘%
] hI] {‘tﬁ .‘f" &

: .. 3k A "

Pablo (.hrietieno- There is not a Jew in the world who will gg iq
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not ‘& dmit that the meaning of Yom is day. " Your ma J6 ety, o Lt
3
eppe al’ to' you let a Jew ‘oe brought ﬂorwerd end esked what'
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the meening ‘of Yom" is.

209, See- Jer. '30:9; Hos. B3:b
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- The King: :Ordered a .Jew.from:the: audience to:step.forward ;
and asked him: "What i@ the .meaning -of. Yom in your -language?" LR
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Nach.manid.es- I&v lord. the king. Thie Jew ie a fit audge

e

to be e.ppointed by Pablo Chrietie.no but not by me.' Yom in
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ecriptural language designates a period oi’ time ae-" "At
e “211 ¢
the time when I emote every firet-born" where the term
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Yom ie employed i’or e. collection of days the term Yomim is
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employed meaning years. In this instance the verse speaks
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of years, as it was. necessary .for Daniel to..coenceal the: time-

3ty

limit -of - the exile, even as the:angel -instructed him:> "But,
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thou, O. Daniel, shut up the .words and seal the book, -even to
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the. time' of the end; many. shall run to and fro and. knowledge -
212 :
ghall be increased.” - But T.am ‘speaking wisdom to him who t
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has;neit‘-her.'l:newledge_ nor understanding, and who:should be-
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judged by fools who can make him believe euch of which he

should be aehamed. _ "L % W ,7;; T?’?ﬁ? f\ﬁfbw fj«mn"’ifuf

Friar Arnold." "S'ee, Girnemoosh 1nterprets here the meaning
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Nachmanides: -You een‘;'s-reciognize from my, srgument.that the
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| word Yomim here is not to.-be taken ‘in:the. ordinary sense ag:”
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in-other :places; he therefore had to..create. the interpretation,

211, Nume 3:13; 8:17
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73
But Ihthink that What he said to be days as the mssses un=-
derstand them is really meant for years as the masaes -

usually speak of "eomething whioh is many daye sinoe another

thing happened" to emphasize that it is many years since,

Pabio cmanm- Behold their seholars of the Haggaaah
said; "Messiah entered the Garden o? Eden. “on the merit of
what9- Because he aaw his parents serving idolatry, “and he
separated himself from them and served God he was admitted
into the Garden of‘Lden “215' | |
.-Nachmenides: . Your quotation mekes.me .laugh, for.it.is ..
good efidenoe;for:mpoontention that he is the son of an

idolator a mortal men whom God rewarded when he departed

from the ways of his fathers and dld not serve idolatry, 1iXe unto

them. Can suoh be saﬁd of God himse1f9 Read the text of the
Haggadah which is es follows- "Fourteen entered the Garden

of Eden among whom are inoluded S?raoh the daughter of (ff//
woo- Ald. :

Asher and BeseyoA the daughter of Pharoah;" If‘the one

mentioned by Pablo Christiano is meant for Jesus and he is
God as you think he surely is not among the women there,
but the hearens are his throne and the earth his footstool.
Far be it from saying so.” But the truth is as I said at the
outdet . that he ig in the Ga.rden ot Eden in the ‘house of
Adam, :whexe : he lived before he s1nned. So is the 0pinion of
the Haggadic soholars;'uhieh;isdconolusive.

‘The King: Rose up and adjourned the debate.

213. \'ﬁz,‘f | WEWQ ‘."‘ sl : i . .“l,"", ‘ - A‘.'L.'. G
214, ' ‘l,

AP AR o

|l‘.- 'v‘
" v
1
2-@ ,
B
W
¥ 3
8
i
1 RS
voe
N
lf s
I8
i %,
1""
|-"“ ‘>
Ti 3.
1: B
BEY i
4k L
h.‘;’ ‘f
T R
1.4 Wi
1485
2 ¥ n T
it
St
3 a0
L ok
v g
I;a'- :2
YRS tA T H
tl 1as
1R
1
g.‘ ’. ’-:l";
. ig‘t
1‘1."E %
i i

L2

15

Ty o s
[Fea T - Lo DR T SR

- ghimp e
: e
Bt

SoTae s
L Arl

A T

r—
RN S
o, S Y R T

fuydn
T e
Ay A R

i

D s
ral e

—y
e

N A I i ¢
Ryt nccibe .
bt L

>

flle e o S

F ot

STt et

o e A A M T R Ry
B LT L S et R A B




74.
Third Day- The king appointed the palace as the place for
the oontinuetion of the debate, _and ordered that it be held'
in private. |
. : ' f-._')';‘”.b L

Pablo Christiano: I will bring evidence, in rebuttal, the
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them these four hundred years- his “name is-Master Moeee of
215 e

i
Egypt, . who states:"Messiah will die and his son and son's W{ o & }

statement 0f a great scholar; the 1ike of whom was not among ( 5’/
{H\,D

gon will succeed him." Thua it is not as you have stated L
A 74
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that the Messiah will not die, ‘a8 is ‘the natural-thing among e 1!' v [‘
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menkind, " To Prove ar ument ‘I want someone 'to bring the [‘
21my & ' ne QW{ youl |
Book of Shophtim: | -

=ittty
.-,{i-., Ly

RO T ST e T SR AL T

v Ums

23 e b MR

- -
- iy
el )

fuﬁigz:-.;-:.u:r.frm-.v:.n;amm

TPy
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even as I mentioned in the beginning that it is the Opinion | E"f e

of the Haggadio booke that the Meseiah ‘was born on the day ,‘tm.#euw!h/,

il

G
oi’ the destruotion oi’ the Temple and that he would live for- il
ever. But the Opinion of the literal interpreters is that ) %:
he will be born near the time oi’ redemption that he will | ”f{
live to a ripe old age and mll die glorii’ied and hie eon %i
will. inherit his erown, whioh ie alao ny 0pinion a8 I ‘ | Li

expreseed it long before during the gourse of thie dieputation. |
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“Pablo ChriBtienio: Tookéd in"the“Book of ‘Shophtim and could-ry,,, 4 i
not find the .‘.etatement.,quo.ted by hime . ‘)
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215, Meimonides.
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216, Last Book of Maimonides' Yod ha-Chazekah.
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|
Nachmanides- Took up the book and read- "The Messianic :
king is deetined to arise for Israel and.he willhrebnild . |

217
‘the Holy Temple and gather a11 the scattered of Israel."
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Frisr Arnold: He lies! ‘ i
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Nachmenides: .Even now he.was.a great scholar, the like .of
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whom there is none, end of a sudden he is lying! f
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The XKing: It is unworthy to disgrace scholars.,
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Nachmenides: He does not lie; I will prove by the Torsh “ﬁ
and by the pr0pheta that hie entire statement is true. The iuf
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Nbssiah is to gather a11 the scattered of Iarael and the dis-
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persed of Judah »in ract twelve tribee your Hmaaiah Jeeus
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gathered not a man of them and was not at the time of exile.
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The Measiah has to re'build the Temple in Jeruealem- Jeeua
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did not ao aught to it nelther building nor destroying. The é;ig
Messiah s to have dominion over all nations and he had no | Eyi%
dominion even over himself. I shall read for you'mhat the o giig
Torsh teiis us concerning this matter: "And it shall come to é?gé

e ame
et

. pass, when,all-these'thﬁnge;areiceme.upon thee, the blessing .
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and - the curse which I have set before thee .... And the Lord ;f %
thy God will put all these curses upon thine enemies, and on Sl

'z‘
fa
;
E
.
}
i
¢
»
i

2

;4
&

Y

i
3
y
1

i
'y
2
3
I
l'\
©
%
&
&
%
A
&
i)
r'\;
‘\;\
u

Las,
i et

.

them that hate thee, that persecuted thee."- Our enemies
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are t'h'e“Chr'i'etians and they that ‘hate us are the Ivfohammedans.
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Pablo Christiano-‘ Answered mot & word and the debate was
adjourned.: it L PR ':2
| Fourzh Day All reassembled at the palaoe- the king took
his se
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t on the throne- and the blshop and the many dignitaries,

troopere;iditizene; and.a-vast-mob crowded into ‘thse palsce.
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Nachmanides- I am dieingline@”to continue the disputation
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any further.
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Nachmanides-l Behold thie multitude here they all prevent

.

.me, for they asked me not to; they fear eorely the anger of

SRR

the preachere who oaet a terror upon the public. Besidee

the leading and moet honored clergy among them eent a “arning

to me not to do 1t. Troogers from your own household told men”“’"D

that I am doing wrong.in‘epeaking against their belief. Even gh}
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Nachmenides: I will obey yourﬁcommand.
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Pablo Chrietiano- The Meesiah concerning ‘whom the proPhete.:

spoke ,. aooording to your, belief, will he be 8 perfeot humen

and really divine?

Nachmenides: " The”ofigiﬁai“coﬁditfah“af"thﬁ*dispatafidn E
wes to debate first°:TﬁﬂEtﬁerthe'Meeeiah'alreadﬁ”oemefffhere-
after e will debate- whether he 15 God himself.” Behold,
you have not proved that he oame for T have destroyed all
yourgabeurd,evidenoe.E;In,thlsuytherefore ‘have I'won .88
thewburden of proof is.,upon you, .and .80 you have undertaken
upon yourselves to decide, Should:younot confess .Judgment
in my favorj I am undertaking to..produce conclusive evidence,
if you will :but hear me., -And when it will become clear thaﬁ
your Jesue ie not the Messiah, you have no need to debate con=-
oerning the Meseiah who is deetined to oome to us whether he
will be a perfect humen being,'or vhet he will be.

~Learned Judses : Judgnent on_;tlae'ifii.rst. que_st.i'?n.;?f -,}_t,he s

- a e —

putation in favor of Nachmanides!
" The King: NHverthelesg,answer!

Naohmanides- The trﬁthjie?nhaf'fﬁedmessieh“niii”éome ’end
he will be & full human being, the 86n of a men and & woman
both-of whom will have ehared rn-hie being; and he will'be
'of 'the.'eeed of David, es it is-written: "And-~~there ‘8hall‘ come

219
forth a ghoot out of the stock of Jesse;" and it is said,

219, Is, 11:1
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moredvér: "Until Shiloh oome," ~ which means, until the man

‘born as ‘otHér ‘men “in ‘s ‘Shildh, which is 'Héb""rew' £6r "sé"c'iji‘i‘r‘i'diness,

will come. Now hac't your Messiah been the spirit of God as

you say, “He “cannot ‘be said t¢ be & deacendant of Da.vid even

tho hé ‘was "l'o'd-ge‘d‘ in ‘the' womb of & wb‘ﬁian 'f'rac'in'g”d'é'sdezit ‘from
David;. he could no"t‘g‘\_j.‘r_lher‘it the throne, for daughters and
their issues are not heirs whereuvthere is male issue, and

David end his descendants always 'had.uiilé 'i"s"sﬁ‘e"'.

Pablo bhr1&t1ano~ Behold the Psalmlst says: “A Psalm of

‘Dand The Lord saith unto my Lord*'Sit thou at My right ha.nd

21

.unt:Ll I make thine enemi es, thy foot stool.'" - Who is this

one whon I».-.i,n.s David names.'my lord’, save only God? .And how

can & man sit at the right hamd of Gog?

The King: He is eking well, for if the Messich vere mere
man really fpom the seed of Da.v:.d David would not have ad-
dressed’ him * my” lord'_.: ‘Had 'I & son “even a grandson reigning
over the world: I'would not say téi&im‘ 'my lord'; on the con-
trary, T would expg;-atémm?t'o‘*caii‘he 'lord" and to ¥iss my
aHgéhmgnides': A.nd are y_dg fh?_.?.’ia?, Jew who discovered. this
nevs for Whih you gave up your religlon and becams a gouvert?

And ere you the one who advised the king to gather for your

&

BB0. Gorle 49310, - s e e e
221; Pes 110:1 -
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pl eaeure ‘the ‘'wise -men-of the Jews .;t;e ‘debate with them :your

new'lﬁ “ﬂ“ie'o.ov'ered' ‘theories? . Have wewnot. heard of this until
now? -Is it not a fadt that -there is not s Christian, from
priest -down ito ‘suckling, ‘who does mot ask of:the:Jews this -

question? ‘For, 'in-truth;-this‘que stion suffers trom'old .age.

The King: Yet enswer it,
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- Nachmenides: ‘Now, hear me: :King David was the poet.who -

e e

Yot o L o e N i

composed the Psalms under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit,
for ‘the'specific »pui'ﬁoee-' of singing them 'before the -Altar of
God. He himwelf atd- not 'ging them, &s he was disallowad to-

do 8o, ‘adcording to: ,the laws of the Torah. S0 ‘heigave them .

£ el L et A S B et 1

Y

to the Levites to sing. - Thﬂtisit‘was--‘eo appears clear ‘in :the )
, | - 22
verse, saying: "And he appointed certain of the Levites,sto.™ -k

He LI

i
|
§
|
;

This being so, David had ‘to ‘compose the Psalms:in ‘the ~language o

el =
R PSR
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£it for the Levite.to-recite.. It would have been falsely

spoken had the ‘Levite been made to say: "The 'i- Lord ssaith unto
me": but it wes ‘-propei' that the Levite 'should gay: "Saith-

ST S U et Lol RS G B B,

TR A et T o T et TR AT Y e R AT e S S i e

the. Lord to my lord; (meaning David) 'Sit thou at My right
hand. re Sitting a8t the right hand of God means to be under o
Hie protection that God would sgve him and make him mightier

Sl i

QY- §

th.e.n hie enemies. And it was 80, One of his warriors un- [iwg

225 R

shee.thed hlB sword. .on eight hundred fsllen at one time. \ E{\“ﬁ
i i_:fi-ﬁ

Is there one among these troopere pregsent here who can do it K Y F.""f"_";,rs}’
G Iy

for your ma;j esty‘-’ Of such is the right hand of God. And so

TR Y T
S R L

222, I Chron. 16:4-5,
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223, II Bam. 23:8
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it 'is written by David: "And"Thy right ‘hand-hath' hold en me f
upi’ ??4 1t is-likewise written: "The right hand:of the Lord Qé%;
18 etalted- the right henci of the: I.ord ‘doeth: veliantly."™ 25 (
'S0 it also is said of Moses: ‘-"'Where ‘is He:that:put His Holy:
‘Spirit in the mids‘l: of - them""‘ ‘That -cauged: His glorious .arm: .. g
to go at the right hand “.of'-'Moees‘?"zzs- .iﬁd-.:et"the downfall . :f
of Pharoeh,: it is 'said::""Thy right hénd, 0;Lord, dssheth. }§§g
in pieces ths enemy."227 ‘Neither i1s it strange literary con- !’Zi»%f
-gtruction in' the Bible to-use the third person where the !'m‘i
first pereon 1e ree.'.l.ly mee.nt | ee it ie found quite often. 208 15?

For example .. _i‘"And the Lord_‘eerlt‘.... e.nd Jephthe.h and Se.muel“
“Ye wives of FLamech "22_9 aﬁd”’ed ‘are a.ll expreeeione of Moees
in referenee to himself in the Torah. Here the text 11:se1f
indmatea thet 1'bs mee.ning ie as I he,ve already stated.t Know
y therefore tha‘l: the Paaln:ﬂ were eomposed u.nder the éuidaneo

of the Holy Spirit and rele.'be to David and his son, who will
sit-on his ‘throne; who is the-Méssish,'end what it was with .
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David in partieii_.'-le;r',-‘ -will: be with Messiah: in ‘general. -The

224._Ps. 18 35

225, Ibid 118 16._
226.‘15. 65 12
227, Ex.. 15 e
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228, I Sam. 21
229, Gen. 4 23.
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81,

right han63of*de“supportedfDavid;wso%that he .conquered his -

enemies; S0 will'His right'hand support: the Nessieh . until:' i
all peoples Wil become the“footatool. of-his ‘feet," for they'

all are his eneiiied, having analavod his people and denied his

coming ‘and his Teigh: 'Some even: went tefthe*extent%offaceep-
tingfanbtherlmessiahi*ﬂIt?isttherefore proper that: this pssalm:
should be sung’ in"the Teimple’, both' inm the'days of David’and
in the days ‘'of the Messiah, his SOn;Jforiit“speaks'of'the L
thro'he of David ‘and his.r eigny

PablO Christiano-' How'can he Bpeak such when their own o

scholars maintain that the chapter relates to the Messiah
that the words are to beutaken literally that he sits at

the right hand of God for 1t 1s said in the Haggadah' "In
the future time God will order Measiah sit at His right hand .

230
and Abraham to His left hand"?

Nachmanides- Even this verifies my statement 1ong befofe

-expressed. that the prophe(.y is partly to be fulfilled with |

David but fully to be nonsummated with the Messiah. Here
behold how Bablo Christieno is perverting the text of the?
Midrash. It says-' "In the futnre time God will order Messiah
to sit at His right hend and Abraham to His 1eft.‘ Ahraham |
will become filled with envy, 0 that his face Will turn o
yellow saying i ‘My son 8 son sits at the right hand of |

: BBl
God and I at His left". And God will appease him." o
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Here 1t is evident that:Messish is.not a god, and.thst:Jesus
was not. gt all the Messish. .If the.liessish is.God, why.would
4§?ahdm#qglgpghamed,ﬁyhg_wguidﬂhisgfacenbesome;yellsw with
envy? The expression cf Abrabam,.'lly son's son!;:is best
evidence. thet it has no:-reference to.Jesus Who; aceording

to your statement was not his 'son 8 son't or Abraham should
say, 'my daughter 'S son's’ The sitting of the Messiah to the |
right, LeTﬁn as the sitting of Ahraham.to tho left indicates:
that both" are mere men. It is likewise conolusive proof that
Jesus was not the thsiah as the expression is "In the future
tlme",'ane the authors of this Haggadah lived about £ive
centuries after Jesus. But what Pablo Christiano does iB‘thIS‘
He devours the beginning and the end of the Haggadaic text

end uuotes to suit his argument and is even not ashamed of
it'

Pablo Christlsno: Behold,. in. eemmenting upon. the verse,

- 252
"And I will welk among you", . the.Midrash states: "This . .. -

matter might. be compared to the story, of. a king walking about |

w}thihishmanagerfin.his beautiful .perk,. end the manager cons,
tinued to est as,ifgstricksngwith.awep "Sald the king to.hims .
"Why are“you so, timid; I_am,no:more_than you are?'!. So will
God, in the Eutune,to,CQme,;walk;aboutqwith:thexrighteousvin
the Garden of Bden, and:when,the righteous will behold Him,
they;wiii_he-filledjwith~frightgat$His;PresencesL-AndHGOd

Will sey unto them: 'Why ere you so shoken up with fright,I.

R35e Lev. 26:1%2.

- g e e R e

Tt e

Locers)

";.‘-"-“,—.‘-—q_ g

ey

T AT AT T R e b, e g
T T T W

e

D |

il 1
el 1
it 31 H
3D 3
F M
5

LN I |
o i
o
Y
St TR
o] '
R o
LR
Ho
g
AR
§f“'-‘ £
i o
b
R
A AL
3 «

¥

O ity
T

TR

T mncanar st H



{5 L L S T Pttt s B0

]

A A A T A £ e 1 L T i el O A L R

b T

i

O o P S i e Sl A A S Ay gl RSN T i N

-‘83

am but -1like, youraelvea."‘ ;If.1t-be.thus, one might say: . ...

_'There,:shall be no-: fear of,Me upon.you',, I. therefore teash

you to. lmog%that -1 will be.your God, and.‘ye.shall be Iy .,
2
peoples!" ::;.I8,1% not a fa.ot that aaying,"_I am but like

"J..

| Nachmanides Aii; thatwhlhhe quotes’ if" hei-aoula--‘-aﬁiyf-
understand it” pr0per1y, is entirely against his ovm oontentmn.
ThlS story ‘is yet to happen in 8 future time in the Gard.en

of Eden. When Jesus was a’ ma.n upon the earth »he did not”
walk” with ‘the 71 ghteou’s’ i thé” Gardén 62" Eden, for he cons’

stantly £1ed f£rom "jbéfbré' ‘hi§ 'bnénﬂeﬁi:ﬁaﬁd“'péra{éc{iﬁ ofB'::: ’ Thg"'”

\"4' .....

truth is that the Midrash s Ye 1at1ng 8 parable “even g it
blgins with the words "This matter"might be compared to....' "
and. has entirely to do with the sub;)e(.t of proPhecy. The
righteous upon earth cannot percewe the truth of prOphecy, )
nor the effulgence of rits.divine . glory,. even as it= is . said:
"If there be a prophet among . you I,.-.the Loxd,. d.o make Myself
known. unto him.in.a yision; I, do speak with him in.a dresn, ot
Even_Iv‘I‘o.se's our ‘I\flja.ster when he was fn.rst called to prophesy,
vas s(trjick,e,ne“mth awe, 88 it is said: "And Moses his his face,
for he was afraid to look upon God.."%'5 But in the Future
that is to Come, vhen their souls w.illl be cleansed from sin
and impurities, they will be priveleged to behold that Glory

thru :pg,e_:;:i';lug}:i_nated mirror, as did lioses, of whom it is

257, iﬁﬁd;d* e
23D, Ex., 3:6.
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gaid: "Ard 'God spokeugnto ‘Moges face to ‘face; as ;a-man Speak-
‘ 36 |
eth unto ‘his' friend," In this wise the rabbis speaking

metaphorically, stated that God. would eay to the righteous

,, nj"-

"1 anlbut like yourselves", so'that they be not timid nor

d.! i L! : DEEIA S D

ai’raid even ae they are not ei’raid of one another. It is

1 l“ [ "

the language of the Soriptures whioh applies the identioal

LY Lo

term as when one man speaks to & frlend. But God did not

t
i ] -

beeome & man when He spohe to Moses. Suoh lenguage is often

2
[

used by the Midrashlo soholars as for 1nstanoe- "If you will

- 37
do My Commandments I am but like yourselves. And it is

v .&.‘;. I IR \r

repeatedly used in the Bible' "And ye shall be as God know-
-k 238

ing good and esll " “Behold the man is becoum as one of
w239 |

ug:" "And he that stumbleth among them at that day shall

K ‘”‘, AE-C‘

be as David and the House of DaV1d shall be as a godlike

S 240 Ly

helng,_ all of whioh 1s not 1ntended as a real oomparison.
‘Pablo Ghristian0°‘ It is.said in the Midrash} "ARd the -

24)
Spirit of God hovered over the. faoe of ‘the waters; .the -

. e 432
spirit spoken-‘of hereis the Spirit 'of the Messiah;" . . if

336. Ex. 35 11 - e
ff ]MJ £ 'J“J‘t ,, Sl

A t._j’

237, - g L
238, Ex, %:5 R A

239, Ibid B:22

*240$‘Béchﬁﬁ'12}8“‘ﬁm.ﬂfiam N AT S S
Réle Gene 132 . .. L.

242, Mids ReGeno2 . o e
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is it 'not ‘evidént ‘that ‘the Messiah ‘is" ot ‘@ men but ‘the

Spirit Gf (GO ¢ hEe Wl dhan b g Ruaneis

Naohlhe.nides- Woe to him who knows nothing and believes
hims_elf a profound scholar. Adan, too is mentioned in that
Mid.rash can it also be said of him that he was & God? It
is“eVidentithet'one‘ﬁhO‘knows‘neither'the‘heginnihé”nor’the
end, perverts the words of the living God.. The, Mfidrash here
interprets the Soripture, Ie.“s:. a prophetic expression.about.the
Four Kingdoms se.:;ing-"'Without form'. refers to. Babylonia;
'e.nd void' refers to lipdia; 'and darkness' refers to Breece;
'the fe.ce of .the. deep! refers to the Wicked Kingdom;. and.
"the Spirit of God' refers to. -the-spi—rit of Messie.h .whieh. ..
will hover over. the face of the we.ters because the- merit of
repentanoe whioh is likened unto water will bring- it. all;
e.bout "24? Now behold the JMidrash passes on, Four .Kingdoms,
the fourth being Rome then it brings 1n the Spirit of God,
a8 me.nii’ested 1n the works of Messie.h the reeJ. -man, endowed

,,,,,

with w1sdom filled with the, Spirit of God even as Bezalel .
was,zM and as Joshua was.?_?5 Thus was it sald concerning the
Messiah who is destined to come.in the future after the o
Fourth Kingdom not because ;the, 11te1 al meaning of the Sorip-
tural verses upon whioh the IilidI'&Sh io. interprete.tion is .,
based indicates thaet it .is so, but because.the very nature .

of ‘Iindresl-f;‘ig .! ‘,s.ermoniz‘stié)nnin meny instances-is such,

245. Ibid See Jer.4 23 Esther- 6:18 Q/

244. See Ex.31 3 -

245, See Déut. 34:9
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G R e, ki

relying chiefly upon- the nearness. oi’ the expresaiga of the
verses or -language-used with that v&noh is foretold.?‘._le,“ e i
Pablo Ghrietiano does mot.at.all underatand the text of the o
very.book which he .brought,  His error is, due to his lack of

knowledge of the langusge. . .. . . . ... ... :
we'King: Adjeirned the’ asbath and the aisputatitn ended,

..Nachmanides: .On the day the debate was adjourned, I was ‘
re_eeived by the king,-x_vho officially informed me that the : f’.'
debate was closed remarkirig that he had never seen a man
pleading g ‘Jost ocause" 'Bowell as I did.. At""'thve'i‘c"ing""s o ¢
palace I heard. that the ing ‘and the preachers 1ntended to , [
oome to the synagog on the Sabbath which prompted. me’ to re- .
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Sabbath,. the .king appecred in the aynagoc' and sorely trie__d & f‘f{i“ "”f g |
to, convince. us that the Messiah wherever mentloned 8/ P La,u '
Jesus,. , I. anewered the klng as follows: there is none more ¢
honorable. in. this wozj.]..d,th,aﬁr_;; the-king, so are his very fine, N
words;. but. I .cannot. endorse them to be true, for I have clear !
and . pedoubtable evidence,which shine as does the sun, that

they are not true. Yet ,‘I__,._e:anp_qt._ take the. i?;?’_.ue,-; wi‘thhlm, .and i
therofore will I limit mpself to the simgle point which 1

amazes:_._me_.'_".._.,!.._‘p;}hg“‘ words which the, -&;‘ihg;_b:ihge to us are & re~
quest; to believe that Jeaus was, the lossish, whereas the very L
thing was brought to Phe'«BB;?_s'}Q.f Q_arx.‘.,‘f__athv.er_e,'.by _Jesas:_'himaeif j
whoomade: every.sffory to explain it tosthem, and in his

;l S T, s e . Lol T, R
]

‘246, See Midrash R. 68) Also Necmenides' Comentary,Gen.28:11
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face theyﬁhave finally.and'foroefully‘denied hig olaim.

87
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If, as you say that he is God,.hekneW‘endcould'offer'better

proff than the king; yet even him have our fathers refused

(Lt d

to belieée,_altho theyhave seen him end heard him; how-can

[N e

we belie¥e and hearken'to-the king Who\hes only secondary.
information concerning hiﬁ having'heardiabout him from per=-

PR T e

sons whOrknew him not, and were not of hie countrymen, as .:

|-

DA e——

were ourifathere who knew the truth end withessed the whole

/)
matter? i - gz,?,,,p,hd& vs/fiq«-(/ %ﬂ;!\#m#ww‘f@ £t t\ ;!t‘/
/I ’H‘M'\A Ul’({/'; ! Vi f}\{ 91{(L’IZ£ ;

maintain that the Trinity coneiete of 'y fj Vh )

—
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Friar ﬂemon°

reason desire and will, Moreover Nachmanidee himeelf ofqa i

at QEEEEQE- admitted to Pablo Chrietiano that he believed “axf

the Trinity to congist of such. (jbgﬂé*uw.°‘

e dme KL T S e A2 D o e L4y o it
B SR A i STTRIS S I Ry S A ¥ S J e vl A S

Nachmanides; Give ear and listen to my voice, both Jews:. ‘ffﬂﬁ?4

&
;
:

and Gentiles! At Granada, Pablo Christiano asked me” whether s
gt W

I believed in & Trinity. I replied by ssking him: What-is -@

1
:
1
y
£
I
:

a Trinity; is it a combination of three bodies, and they are: i»f?
God? And he said: No. I then ssked him: Is it & combina-
tion of threse eoule,hae,for ingtance, three angels? And

he eaid--No. Is it one oomposite being of three elements?
And he again said No. I then ssked: What ie it then9l-hﬁi
he said Reaeon desire and w111. And I eaid further- I own
that God is wise and not foolish and deeiree without feeling,
and wills without being wesk; but the attribute of Trinity
ie-anzerror,-for reason i& not an attribute in the Creator,
but‘He-ahd.Hisreason are One, He and His desdte.are:One, and

He and His will are One. If so, it follows that reason,
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desire iand-:will:are *alkl one. ::Even:if these three could ‘be i
sald to be:attributes,:itwo uld not follow that God is com= u -
poaed of a Trinity,_but that He is One posseased of three

’p _. 4.

gttributes. At this poin‘b our king {11ustrated the meaning

of the.Trinity by a metaphor,: which the naturalists taught - ,ﬁ'_‘]/ o7

him, :saying: Wine has three things, = color, ?aate eid: sinell Im,?

the taste,:and the:smell :in wine dre distinet qualities, ﬁ\uuﬂt
possible to be independent of one another, There are red,

white, and othsr colors. So 1t is regarding smell and taste.
Moreover, the color, taste, and smell is not the wine itself;

the substance of the wine is that which fills the bottle. It

-v‘-u—'-—-nwm-u;!-t.'i--lv‘-i';-"‘*--—-.‘-'- w
] r) foy iy =T vy e

'i8 therefore a substance possessed of three separate elements,
which have no semblance of unity. And, if we should persist
in this metaphorical error, we will be forced to the conclu-
gion that it is not a Trinity, but a quadrinomial, for God

wt/&"@bw\
Himself, His reasen, desn'e, and will are four. Moreover,

N iz SR p—— e e g
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you should express it even as a quinquepartite, for God lives;
' © AWV IR , ’ '
He, His life, His rewmeon, desire, and will are five., A4nd,

of course, all this is an obvious error.

Pablo Christiano: I believe in an absolute Unity; never-
theless is the Trinity found therein. But it is a great
secret, which even angels and princes of heaven do not under-

gtand.

Nechmenides: It is & well-established fact that no man
believea what he does mwt knbw; thus, even the l_ingéilm do
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not believe in the Trinity, as Peblo Christiano admits that
they do.not know the meaning thereof, .

The King: ‘Ledt ‘the pulpit and departed with his entourage.

Nachmanides: ““The' following'day I wis received in audience
by the “king, who made ‘mé & presentof three hindred- dinars,
and bade meifaréwell with much esteen and ‘love, ' May’ God

reward me with a share in the World to Come. Amen.
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" There are ten fundsmental difi’ereno es between the

disputation of Rabbi’Yeohiel 6f Paris and Nicholas Donin,
and the disputation of” Nachmanidea and Pablo chrietiano.'

i I. The contention of Donin in repeating practically .the entire
list of the thirty-five counts of indictment againgt the Tal-
mud was a direot charge againet the Jews for studying and -
instructing dangerous teaohinga, for 8preading 8ross8, libels .
against their neighbore for blaspheming the delty of the people
among whom they live and from whom they derive .their 11v1ng,
#Qﬁﬂ?9ﬂsins=*P,thﬁ%??Peerts,%,hﬂtxqueseinﬁﬁaState and, Chureh,’
and 2oz dishonesty end oruelty. Both the Jew end his boachings,
es exemplified in the quotations irom the Talmud, constituted

a menace to be rid of, He therefore onenly demnded the ex-
puleion of the Jews and the. destruotion of the Talmud, appeal-
ing to, the clergy, before he.proceeded with his second question
in the d13putation saying- MAnd . you olergy, why do you per-
m;?fthee_§9,E&¢e@995;y°u?ﬂ@a?epleJPhristaeppemade-nq.epph appeals
to passion during the entie disputation at Bercelons. On the
contrary, he maintained that the real Talmudists, In fact its

guthors themselves, were .as good as the Christians, saying:at .,

- the, very beginning of the.disputation:.!"I.can.prove from:their -

Talmud that,the Messiah, conocerning whom the prophets. testify,
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Bas-elready:come.”. The obvious attack of Christisno egeinat
the.Jews wes .an ::im.l.if}tment_. -for.failing -to believe in-the Tal-
mdic teachings, or for misinterpreting the Telmud. Evidently,

conversion;of:the:Jews was the chief:object ‘he had .in.view, - 1
' II. The Paris disputation of 1240 was motivated by a desire

to‘,;e'xterminate-f,every.-;f_orm of heresy. : The. Church.then wag . . }
doubly vigilant beesuse- of the eretﬁrhi’le, revolt of the, Ail.bi_gen ges l :
of.southernnFrance against its. authority, which had made neces- ;i
8ary the introduction:of. the. .Inquigition for the _obliteration
of . all 0ppfoeition 't0: Catholio -orthodoxy. .. The ecclesiasticel

f,z}l.m\a ,
forces, backed by Ludwig-IX, needed but the slightest suspicion

.—“v——,

against an enemy.to bring about-his -destruction. They cared. /’; o N
— \ Y
little for converis.and had no intention whatever to engage

themselves «in. missionary. work.,. Niecholas Donin had bug to. in- ,éucf; ‘

:Eorm the- ~authorities that there was. danger lurking from S ome . i

z '\'\,l
sourcs,. be it the Telmud or, any. other, source, and the mueh 0 ( / i'
coveted revenge was.-in his grasp. Rabbi Yechiel knew it. f B

His’,'_own&ir.n;,er.pret,ati on. of the disputation at its very oPen-
ing: is found. in hds words:."Why.we. were brought here, before
this- simner ,(_-Denin) to defend. our very lives and our. Torsh,
we:camot understand." And, again -_he, exclaims: "Verily, our

‘bodies are..ln your hands, but.not our souls!" .

.. The: Barc_elonb% disputation of 1263 was. not & threatening
menace to the 1ivee of the Jews nor te the life of the Talmud,

Pablo Chriatiano wae esaentially a zea.loue missionary ;journeying
among the Jews in the la:rge Jewish centers and preaohing to
‘them that the Talmd 1tse1f admits that Jesus was the Messidh.
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If he had any other evil motive ae it very 11ke1y wae the
oase he suooeeefully ooncehded it. Hachmanidee= being sure
of hie ground resorted to no pleadinge but boldly proclaimed-

"I do not deeire to diepute in this' honorable Court ‘gave only

oonoerning mattere which are entirely deoisive." e

-
i

- 11L. The seriousness: of :.»th.e' situation evidently had 2 great

T T L T I i i "

‘deal.to:do with R&bbi@YGth61’S eagerness to impress upon his .
~audience the,sincerity of his replies end the absolute truth .
of his etatemente. At one point he ex0laims: “Mny I s0 truly

Y Ll R Bt e e

retain my life ‘and return to’ my home'"w And.this conoerning |
“bbiling”filth" Only ‘when he wondere at the fright ‘Donin hed

o 1Ry g+ o v AN e T ok,

for the MOon s oomplaint he relaxed the teneion g bit by say~

1ng- "You are’ frightened at the “Hoon's speeoh'“

LRV

Naehmanidee introduoes ‘the record of his dieputation K
with Chrlstiano by recounting the etory of the five diaoiplee

R
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of Jeeue and the humorous repliee made to them thereby stating
that in such vein wae he forced to reply at Beroelona. It

is therefore not at all eurpr131ng to find in ‘the’ Vikkuach

that he e.dvised the zing""and Lhrietia.no saymg-‘ "It would -

be best eV1dence to have one’ of you go there (“in Gehenna )
endgreturn here to testify. Or that he replied to the king
"Perhape you will find’ him (Meseiah) at the gatee of Toledo

if you will eend thither one of your runnere."

Lo PN B S B e T P LER A
o PR t o, [ L. D FRRE
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The .8ubject of the diSputation at Paris. was, foroed
upon, Rabbi Yeohiel Donin selecting it, thersby saying; "I

will interrogate you about an old matter, for I will not deny
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A i |
that’ the Talmud'rie{i more than four: centuriea ‘014" “The i
Bérdelons _disputati on was- more -orderly. ‘the‘subjéct ‘being =
gelected by mﬁtuehﬁeoneeﬁt,-Naehﬁen{deeﬁdemandiﬁgfana?a11?=w”
oonsenting‘to”eljminate“&rrelevant5matterandto*donfinefthe

debate "to the po htefef*ieéue. It ves the brilliancy of ‘the'

great sage of Giione ‘which pradtically forced the ‘subject of ! ‘L:Lv:l

Jlb\xi

the disputation upon his- adversary, Wwithout ‘casting the" least] 'j?vf ,‘ ;
BEmea
reflection upon himself that he simed to strengthen his posltlon : ; f

(.
Py L

be u flss f:

| V. Due, perhaps to the precarious position oi’ the Jews in i”" }"’%L"T i

' &m.the very ‘outset.

Franee during the reign of . Ludv_lig IX (St Louis) the whole @"m% g‘&"{;-
Vikkuach at Zeris appears to be a reoord of & trial, with  {4g 4{:5
Donin es the plalntlff and %abbl Yechiel a8 the defendant.,J %%iéf 5&(f
The re quest for an oath sounds no 1ess than the procedure fo ?...-"
a oourt oi’ Justiee. | Moreover the outrageous treatment ao- | %M a—ﬁi .
eorded ?abbi fe:'hiel by imprlsoning him for the duration of l 5
the disputation makes it the more so. o - {M Pe di?
Naohmanilles appeared on the seene of the disputation :
a8 ‘a 'scholar ready to deliver a lectwre on. subject caréfully
prepared,sure of ‘his’ superiority, ‘§afe-in Kis ‘assertions that
they could not 'be ‘questicmed, “As ‘such, he mestered his an-:
tagonist by exposing his‘ignorence rether thén by anger at'
nis wickedness, "'-‘Ré.'bb‘i“'xeoh'iéi‘,“'on"'th'e' other hand, stressed -
the'evil intentions, as well as the evil actions of hisfana“
tagonist i1 one instanoe pronounoing that "hisg’ punishment

. i, . . e
. (SN S N T A
IEEEREIR N v dy

would ‘be destiuction ‘by fire Ll
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V1. Rabbi Yechiel's attitude to the Haggadah wag aomewhat
similar to that of Nachmanidee.} "lf you have the inclination
believe it if . you have no. eudh inclination believe it not "
he said to Donin.i Nachmanides Bald to Chrietiano- "I do not |
believe in this Kaggadah at all.“ But the different expreeaiona
clearly show the negative opinion of Rabbi Yechiel, and the
positive dfinibnﬂdf’ﬂaehmanidését*ﬁdnin endeavored to prove

the Talmﬁd’a menace, without fegard as to what part he was
attacking; the ‘Halachah to him was as aungerous es the Haggadah.
Christisno endeavored to prove thet ‘the Jews ‘did not properiy
uriderstagd the Talmid, basing his contention on thei? refusal
to believe in the Messishehip of Jesusy which, according to

his interpretation, the Telmud itself #lmits. His dource of
strength wes the Haggadah he’ quoted. ‘Hi§ tower of strength
fell‘When‘Nachnanideetﬁosititelﬁnrefnaed teibeliene;the'literal
wesning of ‘that Haggadeh. Rebbi Yechiel's reply regarding the
ﬁaggadah“was"ef'a negative”dharaoter,‘asjhis'Whele attitude
was to maintain his defensive position intact.

;_VII.:aTheﬁeagerness of’RabbikYechieluand”hia_religious fer-
venoy. is beat illustrated in his etatement- "Coneerning this
ruler it is etated"And thou shalt pray for the _peace oE the
sovereign.'“ ”he contrast of Nachmanidee‘ bitinp eatire in
saying- "When I 8erve my Creator with your permission, etc....
my reward is 1ndeed great but when there will be k! king,;
Ieraelite etc........ then will my reward not be as great "

beat describea hie atate of mind. Chriatiano called forth
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this;statement from,Nachmanideseby;asserting that he "will
hring¢;Vid§nge;that‘the Messianicierafhanalreadprassed%"”‘
Donin forced that defenseout:of Rabbi:Yechiel:by indiecting™
the Jews,'thexptheyaoffersdfprayersSagainstrﬂtheiking énd“the
peoples™ . vt wt o ufne E”C“:ﬁlﬂ cL T T

I

“:?ill. The audience of Rabbi Yechiel whether it believed
his defense or not could find no pretense to be roused to |
indignation or to feel effended at his replies which were.i':
invariably particular a8 to the 1anguage used regarding their—;
deity.' He was bltter against his former pupil Donin. ”To

this ne one took exoeption. At best, he was & Mfshumod and

an_ informer, even in.the .eyes:of the very peopls who used him-
as a-tool to rid France :of the least trace of'heresy. Nach-
menides replied proudly, often sarcagtically, in one instance
sayipgctﬂIfthe;oneqmentionedjby|Pablo:Christianois meant
for Jesus, and he .is.-God,:as -you.think, he surely is not among
the women there,"‘ ‘He.'spared not his adversary, pointing con-
stantly'atLChristianors ignorance and attempts at falsifica-
tion; but neither did he ‘in the - ledst spare the feelings of
the: adherlgl;/s;--‘ﬁi'Ehri‘stianity..-~ #ith head erect, towering in-
tellectuallyxfarﬁabove:hisfaudi;nce,%the flow of words came
to.him with;aufine:ingenuitp;vahd made him the envy of his .
antagonists. - He: forced the judges to.admit that his: testimony -
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destroyedmChristiano?s;case, and to render : Judgment ‘in hig: ™

RS
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favor, evenzafterrhe;pleadedbnot~toeprooeed\furtherfwithﬁthe%
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disputation: on'.account. of: the threats he hed received. -
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.’ii: Rahbi Yechiel made no ‘statement ‘based’ upon & future
h0pe of his peoPIe:' ﬁe'maintained the' positive character ‘0"
the Jewish bellef in the Halacha and the implied resPect for

the Haggadah- but no one, even ncw oan point otit the 1east {}Ltr

error in his interpretation of the Haggadic statemente which

formed the baeis of Donin ) attack. Nachmanides in his re-' ’ j
ply concerning Daniel's pr0pheoy, says in conclusion- Trapd”t
behold 1t istnow sincé the destruction a8 thousand one himn-
dred and ninety-five years and.it is our h0pe that the Messiah
Wlll conn at that timej for this interpretation is well-founded
and pr0perr‘and beIIZQable." i“""hux SR

" X. Rabbi: Yechiel :confined his.replies to the meaning of the .
Telmudic quotations. Donin complained about. ‘“hen Donin de-
nounced the ‘Talmudic Helachsa for giving powers to the Rabbis o
to :Y4do ‘away.with the funaesmentals. of ‘Holy Hr;p " Rabbi Yechiei
replied that.the;power:was;only;piua;temporary,oharacter,ﬂcit-
ing theiinstance °fﬁﬂli3¢h39'§F€0t19310fn33;31t%P-,eltfﬁaﬁg
ample forsthe 1% shumod. Theitrnth,innﬁaiacha,fhoweyer, is
tthat;only-aaproPhet;hadethe;power{to suspend_temporariiy”ah
;lawiof,theaTorahyr;The.Rabbis;had.the pover to S?QPGHQaazlﬁw
zofuthe;Torahwonly{When:theywordered to refrain from doing e
thing, such a8 blowing the ram's horn trumphet on New Year,
wvhen it falls on a Sabbath. In the Temple, it was not considered |

a violation of the Sabbath but 1n the Disspora they did con-

8ider it so., But when the Torah forbids & thing, the Rabbis

had no. pOwer to permit it even"temporarily. Such is the 8=
tablished rule concerning She'b V'al Taashah, e.nd Kum Vaas h. C/

But Rabbi Yochiel, evidently, ddd not care to discuss the
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rulea of Halaoha with the M?ehumod being partioularly eager'
to bring an instance from the Bible against which he could not
complain.: But Naohmanidea’wae not ‘aontent. . with bare inter=.
pretations of the‘Haggadic.quotatione.Whichfuere flung at him
by Chrietia.no. Ho went much deeper into the whole subject,

Cryo Le l'\ﬁ:"".'

saying tc>the king “the Creator of the hearene end the earth
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and ell that is thnrein becomee an embryo and epends an ante-

natal period of(eeven)(nine,monthe in the womb og : Jewese.

A '

He is born an 1nfant ‘and growe up, when he ie turned over into

i,

the haﬂde ‘of ‘his enemiee who pronounce upon him the judgment

of death and do put him to death when ; as you say, he re-
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turne baok to hie original etate. The Jewish.mind or that
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of any other man can oonoeive no euoh thing."li his 1e'ergument.
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And it wes of e very dangerous'neture. The proud p051tion of
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the Jews of Spain during that period alone prompted Neohmanidee
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to’ adOpt such an attitude.' He ‘knew that he was'ca“nea. forth |
A et _ i

for & disputation. Rulee were adOpted and a eubjeot selected.

¥ AL
o i e
s i
I T b
GG S BN

e,
.-...,,-_'_&
S5

TG,
Foane\ e
AN

i e L
o od

He wae within his right and that right he did not eurrended
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either to king or bishtp. Rabbi Yeohiel knew that he wae on
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trial that hie peOple were on trial. He reeorted to no ar-' )
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gumente. ‘He was oroee-examined ani as euoh he gave the beet
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teetinony in the history of medieval pereecutione.
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"CHAPTER’ FOU

:ILHOLAS DONIN NACHMANIDES | .
AND PABLO CHRI TIANO. |

BIOGRAPHIDS OF RABBI YLCHIEI.

Ai Rebbi Yechiel ben Joeeph“of"Perie'Wee"born at ‘Meaux', " o
" at'the end of the twelfth century, His French rneme'was Sir

Vives, and in rebbinical literature he is known as Yechiel 1
of Paris, Yechiel the Holy, Yechiel the Pioud end Yechiel f
the 'Eldérs  He was one of the most distinguished of the scholars

end disciples of ‘Judsh Sir Leon, whom he succeeded ‘as head i

=l
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e

of the Talmudical school in Paris), in 1224, This school,
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while under Yechiel's direction, was attended by meny well-
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known Tosafists which included’ Isasc of Corbeil’ Perez ben

B
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Elijah-of Corbeil, Yatker'of*Chinon,Meir of Rothenburg, and

meny other famous reb

-

is of the thirteenth eentury-. Yechiel

e -k
5:‘:_;‘111},'_,
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wae fe.vorably reoeived by the Freneh bourt and en;joyed the )

reepeet oi non-Jew a3 well as of Jew. His position as heed_

—

oi’ the Je\:ieh oommumhty compelled him into enter into me.ny
oontrovereiee with Chrietiane._ Once he had to prove the fal-

sity o:f:' the a.rguments advanoed by the chancellor oi’ the uni-

vereity, who e.ttempted to ‘show from the Bible the.t the Jewieh

T Mgy 2
o o P
S ST o g RO SR

ritual demande ‘the . uee of Chrlstian blood._ On another occasion,
he debe.ted with a. i’riar who on the etlength oi’ a mieunderetood
text mainteined that the Jews could not ooneietently with

their beliefe bee.r witneee in oourte of ,']11813108. However the

most important oontroverey into whioh he was dro.wn vas the

disputation that he had with the convert, Nicholae- Donin, at
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thefCourtfofJLouie:the“IX' in ‘which he refuted the-ohargea*”‘
of blaspheny thet were -hurled ageingt the Talmud. ~But ‘dege -
pite his heroic ‘afforta, the decision of the preJudiced Judges
was not rendered in his favor and the«Talmudlwae condemned.
After this controversy, the status of the French Jews became
ateadily -worse and thefeoniof,Rabbi:Yeehiel; among others
was thrown into prison on a baseless charge. He decided there-
fore to leave France with his son and go to Palestine, where
he stayed wntil his death in 1286.

| '-AsfanWauthorm he was chiefly known a3 a Tosafis$,
He wrote Tosafot on many of the Talmdic trectetes. He is
also mentioned es a Bible commentator and as a writer of-

 Halachic decisions, several of which are quoted by Mordecai

-

N
@hu,’fw v QM e m’fd i
! ;

ben Hillel and Meir of Rothenburg.

B. Nicholas Donin we.s born at La iochelle, Franoe but lived
in Parls during the flrst half of the thirteenth century.‘ He
was by no meane an uneduc.ated 1ndividua1 as he studied at the
Talmudio Aoademy of Parie firet under Rabbi Judah Leon and
then under Rabbi Yechiel. In 1225, he was excommunioated by
Rabbi Yechiel in the preeence of the whole Jewish congrega—
tion beoauee of the heretical views he entertained about the
value of oral tradition. For ten yeara following hie exoome
munioation he etill oontinued to oling to Judaism but 1n |
1255 he decided to give up hie anoeetral i’aith entirely and

to Join the ranke of Ghrietianity. He ume baptized and induoted |
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into the Francieoan%orderrofimonksaunder the.name of Nicholas .
Donin...Immediately-folloﬂing;his‘conversion,he;commenoed to
exert every,effortatoxexact:vengeanco_from:his-fornnr co- |
religionists, - ln the same year of his apostasy,_1255,.thewt
monks ‘were preaohing~amongathevrrench-tolobtainqrecruitsgfor;
a Crusade:. In the:following year, Donin succeeded in so in-
citing the-Crusaderjagainst:the'Jewszthat the holy assasins .
magsacred three thousandeJews,at Bretagne, Anjou, and Poitou,

and foreibly converted five hundred, in addition to burning

all Jewish books thst came into their possession. 'In 1239,
he sent%.list of inoriminating accusations against-the Te.lmud |
to_POPQ{Gregory IX;.at Rome, pointing out that the Talmud wa..
'an 1mmoral“_blasphemous work subverting the integrity of
Chrdstianity and the Lhurch. is a reeult of Donin 8 charges,
'the Pope iségd bulls to the blSthS and.kings of the countries
under his dominion charging thenlto seize all copies of the
'Talmud and to burn them if an investlgation of their contents
revealed the truth of Donin's statements. France was the only
country to obey the P0pe g oommand for the clerics and the
‘king v.ere no doubt stirred to action by the ins istent demands _l
of Donin. The Frenoh authorities confiscated every'cOPy ‘of
the Talmud they could lay hold of and brought them to Earis
where an inquiry was held and a public disPutation arranged
‘between Donin and Rabbi Yechiel of Paris 'over the contents

‘of the Talmud. During the course of th? disPutation: uonin
dietorted misinterpreted and miequoted paeaaged 'of the Tal

PPN
'mud partly thru ignoranoe and pmrtly thru malice in order 'ﬁﬁiLf

to convince the Christians present that the Talmud was a }‘I’E‘ .
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demnable-work, worthy of destruction. He succeeded in winning

his point, as the Talmud was condemmed and.ordered to be |
| [;efbaa

burned. ‘In.a letter written on May 9, 1244, to Louis IX, - 2/
| - A
Donin-took great pains -to point -out to the king that it was /\ f” al

PN OT IR 3 Sy
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the Talmud &lone which kept the Jews from deserting the fait i
of their fathers and becoming Christiens. Altho the blood-

libe} charge was not “brought out by Donin during the disputa-
tion, it is an established .tract that he used this charge when
he sought to stir up the Crusaders against the Jews. Thse

Latin account of the :disputation that was written some time -

later and called Extractiones de Talmut, wes probably written

under the supervision of donin,

| C‘. Nachmanides eshe is Loxmnoniy called nou or Rabbi

Moeee ben Nachman or Bonaetru? de Porte% as he was called.

by hie countrymen wae born in Gerona about the year 1195. X ¢

} 1\-‘-. i

Gerona ie & 1itt1e town, in the province of Catalonia in_&”‘

-
-
S
r —u--"'"
-------

....

Spain. He v.as a cousin of Rabbianeaac ben Reuben of Barcelona
W—-—-”

who was famous i’or hie Talmudic .Learning and piety. | Nachmanidee

i

wae related. to the best Jewieh families of Gerona. Two of

hlB teachers were Rabbi Judah ben I{Iakar the commentator of

2
the praynre and Rabbi Meir ben Nathan of Trinquintainee. ‘ r"m\ -

'-ﬂ“""-h- e
"‘" \-w. .'_‘__-..l

A" the age of fift_efn he umiertook to write supplemente to ﬁ“* vg“"i
the bode of‘néiil 1;;;2 Alfasi nor was it at a much 1ater
date that he commenced to ccmpose his worlc the Wars of the
Lord in which he defends thie great codifier againet the

etrictures of Rabbi Zechariah. Ooncerning the private 1ife

G WJ%

......
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of Nachmanides very little is.lmowm., “We only know that he

had a fé._mily 6omposedr- of ‘gons and daughters, tut the later |
resterity of Nuchmanides is better knowm to fame. Rabbir"Levi

o
PR T AN T
b T U -3
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ben Gershon wes one :of his descendants; so also was Rabbi

Simeon ben Gershon: whilst ‘Rabbi Jacob 'Sfport‘as', in the

LTI BT

eighteenth century, derived his . pedigree from Nachmenides.,

As to his calling, he was occupied as rabbi and teacher,

first in Gerona and safterwards in Barcelonas. For his live~

-

lihood, he probably depended -on his melimal prectice, He = (Z

was a great Talmudist, a great Bible student, a great philos-

. : - . . . N e e v o440 " ) f
opher, & great -contraversalist, and perhaps also a great - @ [“H{*

F

:""u_
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physician. ~ He represented Judsism from the side of emotion ¥y
and feeling, as did lMaimonides from the &ide Vof reagon andg
logie. He tried to.play the role of conciliator in the
struggle of the Meimonidists '-agair.lst ‘the anti-mimonidistS;
‘The second -event in 'thgﬂﬂgofliachmanides - was -the
disputation he.-held in the court of Barcelona with a gconvert,
In the year 1263, a convert, Pablo Christiano, induced Xing
James I'of Aragon to summon Nachmanides to a-disputation’ that

would be. held at Barcelona., The controversy began on July

twentieth, 1265,‘and"1asted-.for four non-consecutive days.

The king, before the controversy, promised. Nachmanides: that
he could speak with p erfect*’freedom‘f_'and' without fear. 4And

et

‘when later, at the request of the Bishop of Girone, Fech:

composedrrhia' gocount: of the disputation, the Church fathers .
fo rgb_t' ‘the ‘promise theat wes made-to Nachmsnides and commenced

tp persecute him for what he had ssid &t the disputation.
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Prooeedings 'ere started ‘againgt him: in:1265, ‘and ‘he .was -
chargedf with-making ,veriarks ‘0ffensive to-the -Christian Te-
ligion,  All coples offhis”aocountxof the d'isputation: that- .-
couldjbelseized waredpubliclyiburned:w Upon the compleint of
the meiniéﬁn monks ; .Pope Clement IV probably: in- 1266 or.
1267{ addressed a bull to King James I of Aragon, instructing
hf;ito'restrain'the“blaaphemiea'dffthe‘Jewsiagainstﬁhe:&hris—
tian religion;'and:principally.to~punish-thié Jew, Astrugas
de-Porta, that is Nachmenides, for his written account of the:
disputation, which was full of 1lies and fictions.. However,
the.king-wasaympéthetically inclined toward Nachmanides and

did . not desire to punish:him as severaly as the Pope had de-
"mandeda -Hachmanidss:remained for:a.shoxt time efter this-,
either ih Castille. or:in'South France, but in 1267, he left
Europe andiemigrated to Palestine. . At this juncture of:his. -

life, he.was'a man of about seventy. -ﬁuring' the three years

7
/

he‘spent in-Palestine, he wrote the bulk. o! ‘his commentary
on the Pentateuchs . . 'aiif_muﬁ f”#ﬂm%LiTg;f S

ﬂIHisfwbrks;ltheﬁSacred-Letter and ‘the ‘Law of lian, were
"én'dttemptlto~relievefthé harshness of the antithesis of
the ‘impure body :and the pure ‘intellect. ,iheciestiny;Of?man
andithefdootrinﬁeof:&award:and punishmen£~15rtreated in the:: -
concluding chaptef ‘of the Law of Man, which''is known under -
the title.of The Gate of Reward.

v Hels. :perhﬁ);ﬂ -the *firgt “Jewish writer. . who mentions the
Apoc r?pHQIWbook;EthevWisdom'ofaSolomon,;whichuheikneWEfroms&.

‘.~" -
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a Syriac version and. which he believed to be genuine._ He .
was influenced by mysticsl tendencies altho he never urote |
a Cabbalistic book. He wrote several letters to his children
whioh have been preserved.' His letter from Acq& is a sort of 43
Ethioal will. He died.in the year 1270 in the Holy Land. . :

D. Pablo Christiano was & native of Montp&ﬁier France %vkrh*k il
who surrenderdd his Jewish heritage and becane a convert to \} J
Christianity.' He jOined the Dominioan order of monks and then Jrﬁvﬁ“
devoted every effort to convert his former co-religionsists Yoo
to his newly-eMbraoed faith.! The&amous monk, Reymont de 5§¢h&
Penaforte was quick to gense thelvalue of Christiano as. a““
tool to bring about the conversion of the Jews, so he sent
him on a missionary journey among the Jews of the Provenoe |
whioh ended in failure. However Christiano entered the realm
of Aragon with a v1ew of engaging in religious controveisies
with the Jews of that region and thus force them to give up
their beliefs.' He fooused his attention upon Eirone where&ﬁq~@w%uhr{gi
Nachmanides was rabbi and thru the 1nfluence of‘Raymont de ! '
Penaforte he suoceeded in persuading King James I of Aragon |
to summon Nachmanides to Barcelona to participate with him in
a disputation over the Tslmud.g Christiano felt sure that vic-
tory would be his and he anticipated that wholesale conversions
would follow the disputation. But tua King permitted Nach-

manides to make an adequate defense and the latter defended

the Talmud so well that the vietory was awarded him. However,
this momentery setback did not deter Christisno from further

aotivity among the Jews. He denounced Nachmanides' account
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of the, dispute as a libellous attack on Christisnity and he
was one oi’ the individuals who prompted POpe Clement I¥, in
1267 to issue & bull to King James I of Aragon relative to
th: punishment of Nachmanides. Moreover Bhristiano embarked
on a proselytizing ;]ourney among the Jews armed with a man-
date whioh King James I had issued on August 29, 1263 in which
he informed the Jews that he had appointed Christiano to preaoh
the word of God unto them.Ghristiano failed to win any converts
despite the power vested in him. In a mandate issued by King
James also on August 9 1265 the King ordered the Jews to |
efface from their books a11 blasphemies against the Christian
religion which might be pointed out m these books b-y Chrige=
t.‘ian_o.“ |

Christiano i’inally went to Pope Clement IV and denounced
the Talmud asserting that it contained blasphemous statements
against Jesus and Mary. The POpe issued a bu11 in 1264 to
the Bishop of Tarragona commanding him to submit all coPies
of the 'i‘almud to the examtbnation of the Franeiscans and the
Dominicans. A oornmission e then appointed by the king,
which included Ghristiano in their number and which obliterated
all Passages in the Talmud, that apparently contained blas-
phemous statements against Christianity. In 1269 Christiano
i__n_duced Iaoui__s\IlX, of I‘ranc__e‘ to eni’orce the canonical edict

requiring Jews to wear badges.
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In conclusion but little oan be added to what hae |

i

already been set forth in the preceding chapters of this

work.

~Yeehie1 and Donin should end W1th the defeat of the valiant L

ot

defender of Judaism.: Despite the cogency of hie argnments
the Talmud wae condemned by the French Judgee and ali coPies
of it that had been seized were eubeequently burned.u
o With regard to the outcome of the Naohmanidee-Christiano
controverey, one ie rather surprised in the Iace of facte

R S ' ;'".-\,t.,'.\.

to learn that & Dominican monk named Denifle wrote an ar:
ticle in 1887, in the Historisches Jd&buch of the Gorres-
Gesellschaft, in which he contended that Nachmanides had to
flee from the scene of the controversy immediately following
its termination., Denifle based his conclusion upon the Latin
source of the disputation that was composed by the Dominican
friars, This source not only meintains that Nechmenides fled,
but that thruout the controversy he resorted to falsehood to
support his cause, Now, in the light of actual happenings,
it is plain that the Dominicans deliberately distorted fact
in order to Pursue their'fanatical policy of propagandas. For
the Hebrew gsource of the controversy Was prepared by Nache-

1

menides at the command of the Bishop of Girone.

i

is specifically stated that he did not run away, but that he

parted amiably from the king, who advanced him money to defray

hls expenses.. loreover, when an official-procedure was-started

against Nechmenides in 1265, it wes rightly said that he had

It wae 1nevitab1e that the disputation between Rabbi o
w—-\_\_\f A

And}here it (k

i
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written for the bishop of Girope had offended the Christien
religion, but contrary to the.cdntention_of Denifieand the
Latinssouroe; 1t was not said that he.had‘made'erroré or un=
truths. DBefofe the ﬁrnbﬁs and evidenoes'oflthe conttbversy,
it was imposséble to advance such a charge at that time. But
only in the charge which was lajd much later agéinst Nechmanides
before the fope was he accused of falsehoods. And when'the
Pope issued a bull repeating the charges of his acgusation,
he had no proof of the proof of what'the monks had written
hims All thst he could do was to relterate the charges. It
is thus quite evident that the truthful and unbiased account

_47
of the disputation is the one by Nachmanides, S

o . 2 S 7
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