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FOREWORD 

Legends are the common possessions of all peoptes. In legends a:re ex

pressed desires unrealized, hopes unfulfilled, loves and hates grown inordinately 

strong. In legends heroes are idolized, and enemies are conquered and punished; 

11 The people's vcn~diot upon history" is given. In legends are sorrows and dis

appointments and misfortunes magnified. In legends d.o :masochistic impulses find 

an outlet. 

The Jews are no exoeptl.ons oonong peoples who have lE;Jgends, and indeed the 

Jews possess a literature, rich in legendary matter, as is evidenced for instance, 

in 11The Legends of the Jews 11
, by Louis Ginzgerg. One of the legends of the Jews, 

of most absorbing interest, is "'I'he t}b'~PP • of The '.I'en Martyrs 11. It is the 

historical development of this legend, which this thesis proposes to trace. More 

specifically, it is to reveal ·l:;he elements of truth upon which this legend is 

based., to depict the conditions which brought about the martyrdom of certain 

teachers, to in.dioate how legend wove into tapestries of brilliant colors the 

stories of actual and imagined martyrs, to show how the natursLl desires of the 

Jewish people to commemorate a period of history, to glorify their heroes., and 

. villif'y their enemies occasioned ce:rteJ.n legendary developments, that this thesis 

ha.s been written. 

The u Ssb·at\¥ of the Ten Martyrs 11 is interesting not only for itself, but 

beoa.use it oonl:;1:dns certain minor theological elements which have been discarded 

by official Judaism. Suoh elements as the dootrines of' lasting sin, and of 

metempsychosis. The doctrine of lasting sin as revealed in the statement that 

because of the crime committed by Joseph's brothers i:r;i selling h1.m into slavery, 

ten prominent men from ea.oh generation were to lose their lives. 1 '!'he dootr:tne 

l. Yalkut Mishle, 131d, Venioe ed.; :• M.A.H.M., p. 446 b 
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of metempsyohos:i.s, as revealed in the st,atemen1~, that the soul of Adam, f.md 

Joseph, beoe.me :in turn·'the soul of R. Ishmael. 2 In 11The Sto:n,y of. ·bhe 'ren Martyrs", 

the most, natural t;:tnd elemental impulses of' ·the Jewish people were given ex

pression to, .. ---those impulses gradually bringing the completed legend into being;. 

To analyze that oomple·bed legend hiBtorioally, .for ·bhe most part, is the purpose 

of. this thesis. No attempt has been made exactly to determine the dates of the 

various sources used.· 

-------·-'"'""'''_, ___ ...... , .... ~--~-_.,,...._. _ _...._~---........ -~,-..-..... , .. , ...... _.,... ___________ ...,_ -----~ .... ,....,...,,t,<,o--. . 

2. .Yalkul; Reubeni, Perek Vayyesheb, p. 165 b, Warsaw editlon •. 



* CHAPTrm I - THE BAR KOCHBA REBELLION: ITS CAUSES AND ]Jli1FEOTS. * 

A. CAUSES OF RF.mELLION .... 

The causes of' the Ba:r Kochba war, one of the results of which was the mar

tyrdom of' man:y teachers of' the day, seem ·bo have been ( 1) the forbidcling by 

the -Roni.ar:i,s of oiroun~o:l.sion, (2) the planning o.f the Romans to found a new city, 

by the nmn.e of Aelia Capitolina upon the ruins of Jerusalem, and to erect a. i'emple 

dedicated to Jupi-t:;er upon the site of the 'temple of God 9 and (3) the gene1~a1 chaf

ing on the part of the Jews against foreign domination. 
II 

Aocordiri.g to Schurer, Spar·bianus in his "Life of 11adrian11 says w:i.th regard 

t:o the 'cause of the war: 11 moverunt ea tempestate et Judei bell um quod ve1;ebantur 

mutila:re geni.talia. 111 Dio11 Cassius gives the folfowing explanation. 
11
When Hadr:i.an 

had founded at Jerusalem a city of his own, in place of the one destroyed, to 

which he gave the nrun.e of Aelia Oapitolina, and on the si'be of the ·temple of' 

their (}od ereoted another temple ded:i.cated to Jupiter, there resulted a great 

and a prolonged war. The Jews were ·very indignant:; 'l':o see the settlinp; of f'or•• 

eigners and the establishing of strange cults in their 01.ty. 11 2 

'l1he ban against circumcision was to 1;he Jews a savage attaok against their 

religion. C · ·q -- -·· --~- ~~ --- - ;;r. To obey the order meant to 

' 
lose their iden-bHy a.s Jews, to vifi.la:be a cardj.nal requirement of their religious 

practices. And yet the prohi.bition by the Romans against o:i.roumcd.s:ton does not 

seem, firs·t of all, ·to have· been directed against the Jews. '.L'he proM.b:ttion was 

no·b limited ·bo the Jews. lt seems originally to have ·been a general order, for 

, when undE1r Marous Antonius Pius the ,Jews were again allowed to ciroumcize their 

children, the prohibition still s'bood good against non-•Jewi1sh peoples. 3 11 The 

~-..,..~·--·~---.. ---.. ·-----·-... ____,...,....,__ .. ,, ..... _ __,__1'1"_•~·.,,.,-.............. ____.., ... , ........ , •. , .. ---~------

1. Sohurer: A History of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Oh:riirt. 
Div. I vol. 2, P• 291. 

2. Dio'l\Oa.ssius: Epitome of Xiliph:i.n, 69:12, found :ln •rextes d 1Au.teurs Grece et 
Roma.ins Rel1;1,t1.:rs an Juda.:l.srne .• by Theodore Reina.ch. 

3. (a.) 8chure:r: loo.cit. (1) Modestinus, Digest XLVtI([. 8:11 "oircumoide:re Juda.eis 
filios suos tantum resoripto,, divi Pt\ permitti-bur: in non e-JusdE,m religionis 
qui hoc feoerH, ca.stra.nt:l.s poe...::.ne. irrogaH.1.r 11 •· 

(2). C?ntra Ot1r,. n:13 Origen says ·bha.t only Jews were allowed to practice 
oiroumc:1.s1on, but that it was forbidden to all others on pain of death. 
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speoii:1.l feature of this legisla:tion was not tha-t it aimed at the rooting out of 

Juda.ism, bu·l; ·that i't placed ciro1.1111c:i.sion on the same level with oastration, a.nd 

pmdshed its practice acoordingly. Hadrian strictly forbade oast:ration; i:t wc-.i.s 

to be punished under the lex Cornelia de sioartis, i.e., it was treated as murder." 4 

'fhe building o:f' Aelia Ca.pitollna upon the ruins of Jerusalem, and the 

erecting of a temple dedicated ·bo Jupiter upon the site of' their own temple, must 

also have been oonsidered by the Jews as a d(~libera.te af'f':r.o:ht ·bo their religion 

and to ·their God. Suoh building could be considered by the Jews nought else than 

a -O.IU'il ~'~" , a p:ro.fana·bion of the holy Nrune, and as such it was resisted by 

them. Here again, "the rul:i.ng; motive was not hos·tility to Judaism". Hadrian seems 

to have been a builder. Wherever he went, he had erected magnifioent bu:i.ldingJ., 

and momunents,--aJ.l kinds of publio works ( 5a) He was a 11restitutor 11 in all ·the 

provinces of Rome. 5 In 130 and 131 A.D. Hadrian was in Syria. 6 I:Ie went to tTe

rusalem, and when he aa:w· its ruins, he oonoeived the project of restoring the 

city to its former magnifioenoe. He very evidently, however, intended to make 

of Jerusalem a. heathen city• an:i to dedicate a res·bored temple to Jupi-ter. The 

Jews 0011ld tolerate no such procedure., As long; as the rui.ns of the c1:ty and 

temple remained untouohad by unclean he.nd13, the Jews could cherish the dream of 

restoring Jerusalem and the temple for themselves. 7 '.Che plans o:f' Hadrian dashed 
" 

their hopes to the gr()und. The holy city and temple were to be profaned, cj.roum

oision wa,s forbidden. The Jews turned to arms. 

Still i'b seems that the Roman proceedings were not animated by a desire to 

harm the Jews or destroy ·their religion. Not only because i-1:; is evident: that Hie 

ban against ciroumoision was a general one., and the rebuilding of a dEist:royed oity 

was in accordance with the habits of' Hadrian, bu·t because Judaism was considered 

~, ... ~.-#- ii .. Q -- • ,..._.,.,. ........ _.,_,.._ ....... ~--....,,,..,.---.....,..______ ..... _ ..... 6. i'l"O, .R ... ---.-.-..--
4 • Schm•er: loo. oi t. 
6a. Dion Cassius 69:11 op. oit. 

5, Schurer. op oi-t. Div: 1 vol. 2 p. 296, no·l;e 7'1 
6. Schurer op. oit. a:tv. l vol 2, p. 295, note 76 
7r...- There is fit legend to the effect that ·the ,Jews had already secmred permission ·to 

rebuild ·bhe temple. The p:ormission wa,s withdrawn and the Jews rebelled. C3f'. 
Graetz\ Gesohiohte der Juden v. 4, note 14, PP• 410., 11, 

b. a~ Genesis Raba, 0 • 64 . 
o. Sohm·ei•: o·(,);'.<i.~t.. Div. 1, Vol, 2, pp. 289, 291 



by the Roman authorities a "religio lioita11
; henoa they would have purposely done 

nothing; to viol.ate ·bhe usages of the religion of the Jews, and profane with malice 

aforethot ·!:;heir sacred plaoes. At various times iluring the period of Roman control, 

the Jews appealed to Roman authol"i ties when their religious liberties were denied 

them; and ord:-_'.a.:.J~rJi,/}:)}~~,r~~j~~Y ~,(.~a.~,S -~~~t {i~he Jews should not be disturbed 

in ·bheir prao·tioe·~•/ "Julius Caius, praetor of R~me, to the magistrates, sene.:te 

and peoples of the Parians, sendeth greeting: The Jews of Delos, and some other 

Jews that sojourn ·bhere, :i.n the presence of. your o.mbassa~\'-.s, signified to us, that 

by a decree of yours, you forbid them to make use of the oustoms of their fore

fathers, and their way o.f sacred worshtp. Now it does not please me, that suoh 

decrees should be made against our friends and confedera-bes, whereby they are 

forbidden ·l:;o J.:i.ve according to their own customs, or to bring in contributions 

for common suppers, ~md holy festivals, while they are not forbidden so to do even 

at Rome itseJ.r."8 11 Sopa:ter, the embassa.dor of Hyrcanus, the high priest, hath 

deli'vered us e.n epistle from 'thee whereby he lets us know, that certain e.mba.ssa

dors were oome from Hyrcanus, the high-priest of the Jews, and brought an epistle 

wri'tten concerning ·their station, wherein they desire ·that the Jews may be allowed 

· to obse:eve their 3a.bbaths, and other sao:r.ed ri'bes, a.ooording to the la.ws of their 

9 forefathers." Other Homan regulations which Josephus mentions directly or in-

direcply, gu1.=trantee ·bo the Jews of Ada Minor the privileges of observing unhampered 

the usages and practices of' their relig;ion. 10 The Jews were even exempted .from 

mil:i.tary service. 11 In oonsequenoe of all of this, Judaism acquired such a legal 

standing, th,~t l't came to be treated as a religio lioita thruout the whole extent 

Of th R Em • II 11 }' • J. 2 $ II I • t T• • · e oman pi.re \adJ.n supports . churer s view, hat the wan ag1unst 

oilfl!)1Qffi'.61i:stl6~_1p., ::i.nd ·the plan to bu:i.ld a new oHy and temple by the Romans, were not 

--.......--......,._~-----------8. Josephus: Anti;;:i:bie;'":';fthe·-je'-;s'-x:rv--:--10.·8 .. ----------~--~--

9. Josephus: op. cit. XIV: 10.20 

10~ Josephus: op. cit. XIV: 10.11-26 
11. Sohi'.lrer op. ci·b. Div. 2, Vol, 21 p. 260 1 note. 132. 
12 • Radin: Uews Among the Greeks and Romans. p~. 341 ... 349. 
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the resul'b of an anti ... Jewish b:i.as, and tha:t Juda:i.sm was considered e.. religio 

'£he tTews, however, had been aroused to a violent d(~gree by bhe order against 

13 
0 j_roumo:tsion and by the plan to found a new city. The oU"brages which Antioohus 

Epiphanes had oommiti;ed age.inst them years before seemed now to be repeated by 

the Romans. And even as the Jews i.n ·bht3 df).ys of' Antioohus rebelled so did the 

Jews in the time of' Hadrian •
14 'rhe Jews were by no means sn.tisfied with Roman 

j 1J.risdiotion anyway. Ev-er since the destruction of the ',remple by '£itus they had 

chafed under Roman rule. A despero:be revolt had broken out in the ll!l:b'l;er part of' 

the reign of 'l'rajan, which affected the Jews in Alexandria., and Cyrene, and Cyprus, 

15 
and Mesopotamia. I·t; was wHh diffioul-1:;y finally put down. 'I'he temper of' the 

Jews in Hadrian I s time probably was not an over-peaoe:rul one. The ruins of Jeru

salem and of' the '.l:emple mus·b always have been a painful reminder to the Jews 

of their lowly estate • And now when ·!:;he laws and· places most.,tmcred to them were 

to bo violated by Roman commands and laws, the Jews broke out into open revoJ:t. 

They remained quiet so long; as Hadrian remained in the neighborhood of Palestine, 

and revolted openly as soon as hf) departed thenoe,16 in 152 A.D. 17 The rebellion 

spread rap1.dly all over Palestine. 'rhe Jews dared not fight the Roma.na in the 

open, but entrenched themselves in the hills, erected fortified pll\l.oes, hid in 

oaves jo:i.ned ·bog;ether by secret passagE~-ways, and waged a guerilla warfare al.)?:i.i.11.st 

l 
the Rome.mi. 8 Success crowned the:l.r in:l.tial efforts •. O·ther discontented groups 

thereupon ,joined the Jewish forces, and for a time the Romans fared ill in Pal-

t . 19 es ine. The Jewish foroes under the leadership of Bar Koohba won one victory 

after another, and soon had the upper hand in Palestim~; Bar Koohba was acclaimed 

the Messiah .. 20 • 

13. Schurer:op. cit.1 tliv, 1,Vol. 2, 11 Eustbius 11:egards the founding of the o:i.ty as 
a oonsequenc13 of the rebellion ( of, Euseb:i.us Hist. eccl. iv, 6) This is 
correct· in,t\t:µnuoh as only thereafter was the plan ot:i.rried out. t1 

l4. 'l'he similar:i:ty of the persecutions and martyrdoms in the days of Hadrian 
to those of Ant:loohus w:i.11 be cons:ldered later. 

16, Dion °assius: op. oit.,68:32 

16. Dion Cassius: op. oit.,69: 12 

Reina.oh: op.cit., p. 198, note 5 
Dion Cassius:o~ oi~ 169:12 
Dion Cassius: o~ oit,691J3 
J • Ta.an1:b. 68d 



B. THE REBELLION 

When the rebellion broke out, 'rineus Rufus was governor of Judea. 
21 

He was unable to put down the rebellion. The Homans, who in the beginning had 

not taken the uprising; very seriously, had finally to resort to the severest 

measures in order to put it down. Large bodies of troops from other provinces 

were oalled in to strengthen the resident garrison. Hadrian sent against the 

Jews his best genera.ls, and finally summoned Jul:i.us Severus, one of h:i.s most; 

suocessful genereJ.s, from .Br:1.trid.n, and placed h:l.m in charge of ·bhe war againai~ the 

Jews. It took him oonsider.able tlme to crush the revolt. So powerful had the 

Jews become, tha·b Julius Severus d:i.d not dare risk an open oomb1:.,t, but con

tented himself wtt.h sudden attacks upon de-bached bod:tes o:r soldiers, smaller than 

his own, cutting off sources of supply; hunting; the Jews out, one small group 

after another from~heir fortif':i.ed place::1 and caves; slowly reducing their forces 

22 and constantly wearing them down.~ The Jews were forced from one stronghold to 

another, until finally they made their last stand at Bet·tmr. 'I'here Bar Koohba 

gathered all his forces, and made a long and stubborn defence. The stronghold 

was conquered in the 18th year of Hadrian's roign, 134-5 A.D. 23 According; to 

rabbinic tntdi tion, i-b fell on the 9th of Ab. 24 The fi:1.ll of Bet tar was aooom•• 

pan:l.ed by a terrible slaughter of those within it. 25 Thou~rnnds were killed .. 27 

The whole country had been laid waste. 11Fifty for1;ress~)S 1 985 villages were 

destroyed; 580,000 fell in battle. As for l!::S. those who succumbed to hunger 

and· sickness and dfire--the nurnber is :i.noalculable. 28 The Homan losses must 

have been bery great, for in his repor·b to the Sena:be, Hadrian omitted the for-

mula usual on such oooas 1.ons: 11 I and my ~:i.rmy art) we 11 11 
• 29 In addition to those 

---....__ .......... .-~. '' ... ,,, ___________ . _____________ ..,_,..__,. 

21. 1?r.nLb Schurer: OJ'.l. cit., Div. 1, Vol. 2., p. 262. 
· 22. • Dion Cassius, op. cit. 69:13 

23 • 't· ~ h
11 

Oi ... 1 2 1 op, OJ. :.,S<i urer; v. 1, .. o • vt P• 3 0 

24-. Te.a.nit 4:6 

2 6. Midr.ash l~che. Rabbe. ".!. ;, 2: 79 

21'• M:i.drash Eoha Rabba 2:91 

\ · , Dion Ca,ss:1.us-: op. cit. 69: 14 

Dion Cassius~o~cit. 69:16 



who fell in ba:t·ble or wer.e slauf.~hbered by the Romans, many Jews we:re sold away 

•20 
as slaves. 0 

'rhe Romans could now proceed, unhampered, with the converting of Jerusal~m 

into a Rome.n colony ,-which they did. No Jews were allowed thereafter to enter 

•bhe territory o.f' the city. If any one should be discovered there he was put to 

death. 
31 

The Romans had originally no intention of destroying Juda1.sm, bu·t 

after the begilming; of the rebellion they determined that the only way h1 which 

the Jews could finally be put down,--they had been a source of trouble to ·bhe 

Romans since the days of Ti tus--was to destroy the fr religion. The law forbidd:ing; 

circumcision was, after the beginning; of the war, insisted upon alJ. the more 

rig;ourously, because of the realization of the Romans that it would help destroy 

the religion of the Jews. In addition, laws were passed f1gains\ the study and 

- teaching of the Tora, against the observance of the Sabbath, a:qainst everyl;;hj.ng 

which tended to preserve Judaism. A period of religious persecution set in, 

las-i:;i.ng until shot·tly after the death of Hadrian. Infraction of the Roman reg

ulations brot down the penal-by of death. 

(!he war may then be divided into four periotl.s including the events imme-• 

dia.tely preceding and directly foll9wing :i.t. (1) When upon the issuance of the 

Roman ban a.g;ainst clrcumcision observant Jews fled to hiding places and praotioecl 

th@ rite of c:i.rcumcis:ton, ... driving off Roman inspectors who sought to hinder 

them 1.n the practice of their rites. ( 2) When anger at the ban, and the begin

ning of the building of Aelia Capitolina, and the natural resEmtment ag1:"J.inst 

foreie;n dom:tne:Hon, provoked the tTews :i..nto a.ctive rebellion, which for a while 

gave them control of Palestine. (3) '.rhe appearance of Julius Severus on the field 

of battle. Hi.s campaign of at'trit1.on, which resulted finally in the surrounding; 

of the Jewish forces in Bettar, and the bes,ieging of the :fortress. (4) '.!.'he fall 

of Bettar, and the period of religious persecution wh:i.ch followed .it.] 
----........_, ___ It___ --·---·----------
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The Jews oi:roumcized their children secretly during the time before the 

outbreak of the rebellion when the ban against cfrcumcis:ton was issued, and dur-

1.ng the early part of the revolution, be.fore the tTew:i. sh forces succeeded in 

driving 'ts.he Rom..'3,ns before them. Af'ter the circumc:i.sion took place, the outer 

sld.n of ·the foreskin would be so stretched as ,1{. )c~;~c-~~:.\tt J.tt~1,,~~~~~ir.;1t;_,,~~d 
hence avoid detection and arrest by ·l;he Rome.n authorit:i.es. A 11 That person whose 

skin is stretched to oonceal circumcision, must be circumcised again. R. Judah 

said: he need not be circumcised. a.gain, because it i.s dangerous for him. And 

they said to him: and were not many circumcised in the days of' Bar Koziba; they 

321l B TT begot sons and daughters. During the days when · ar 1~ochb~i, was vic·torious, and 

i'l:; seemed that the Romans had been defeated, the Jews did not fear the Roman 

authorities and openly praot:toed circumcision. 'rhose who had been secretly oir

curn.cised in. previous days when Roman inspectors watched for infractions of the 
whose oircumo1s1ons 

law, and7had therefore been concealed, were circumoised again, and lived to 

beget ch:i.ldren. 'rhe days of freedom from Roman supervision, under Bar Kochba., 

were short-Hved. 'I'he Roman armies bt':ga.n ·l;o dr:tve the Jewish forces back 

towa1·ds Bet tar, and circumcision had again to be prac·l;ioed secretly and dis

gul;!/\edly, or not at all. When the period of persecution ended. shortly a.fter the 

a.scent of Marcus Antonin.us Pius to the throne, :i.t again became possi.ble for cir

cumcision freely ·l;o be carried on. 1:h~ question then arose as to whether or 

not those whose circu mclsion had been d:i.sr;uised, during the time :i.nterv<:-m.ing 

between the retreat o.f the Jewish forces before Severus I advance, and the end o:f' 

· the period of per~n:;cut:1on, must be oiroumci.sed agai.n. R. Jud.a said i-t; was not 

neoestiary because it m:i.gh1~ prove dangerous to a grown person. His opponents 

pointed. ·bo. those .who had been circumeised a second timr:i during; the period of 

Bar Kochba I s victories, e.nd who had survbred the opere:t:l.on, and had begotten 

oh:i.ldren • 

. 32. Yebamot '12a 
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,i :~ Circumciedon became only one of the few methods, w:i.th which the Romans 

· \, ::"'- J;:t t·o "ru.s· h Jud•>ism. ~~·tsoug1.· v "' 
Formerly it had been appHed to all peoples under the 

~ . 
1 ~t domin:i.on of Rome, and w:tthout:; any sp00:i.nl animus against the J'ews. When the ,1 
't ·~ revolt commenoed, and the Romans reaHzed that the best way to destroy the Jew1, 

~~ 
\ i\ was to break up their religion, the Roman g;overrnnent m.ade investi.gat:i.ons, and 
~ . , 

p ; 
o/ ,, 
'\~ 

j 

banned all procedure wb5.oh would. tend to mainbain ~Judaism. They then realized 

that the b(m against oircurncislon. was a good weapon. Other laws followed. 110ne 

•bime the government decre<:ld that they should not keep the Sabbath, nor oi,rcumcise }. 
{\.~ 

~ \ their ohildren 1 and that they should have ·tnteroourse with the:tr wives when they 

> 
1 

1' .,i 

Sf 
were in an unclean state/l~o "From the day when the Rome.n government decreed 

severe decrees against us y seekinr~ to remove from us the 'l'ora and thr-) commandments, 

refus:i.nf; us permission to circumcise oursons,--some say to redeem th(:mJ.,--it 

would have been r:tr;ht for us to decree against ourselves not to me.rry and beget 

chDdren. But then the ·s.0ed of Abraham would destroy Hseli'. Le1we lsrr.l('ll 

alone. .It is better that they should sin in error, and not presump-l;ously. 1134 

Such Roman decrees could only have been passed after the beg;innin~ of. the rebel-

' lion, when the Romans had cleclded. ·to crush Judaism. 'I'he Roman reg;uJ.at:i.ons became 

striot;er and stricter, e.s the war progressed,, and Roman inspectors were constantly 

on the watch :f'or violatj_ons of them. "~aid R. Meir: One ·hlme we were s:i:l:;ting befv re 

R. Aki,bi;,, and we were readh1g the Sherrw., but not audlbly, beoa.use of an inquisitor 

who wus shmding at the ga:l:;e. n35 

One oa.nnot agree with Ha.levy who asserts thB.t the laws of the Romans 

forbJ.dcling s·bud.yj_ng and teaoh:i.ng the 

ne8s 1 were oa.uses a.nd not rerrnl'l.;s of 

'.l'ora.h, reoit:i.ng the Shema, ritual cle~mli-

36 r-""' the:· rebel.lion. 'l'h.e Romans would have had 
L. 

absolutely- no reason for such edi,cts before the war, and there 1.s no reason to 

33. Me Ha l 'le. 

34. Baba Batra 60b, 
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believe that the Romans tried ·l:;o provoke an uprifling. And inasrnuoh ~,s ~rudaism 

we.a considered a 
1relig:i.o licita' by ·bhe Romans, the probability of their having 

issued suoh edicts before the war is precluded. It he.s been seen also that; ·bhe. 

ban against the lavrs forbidding oi:roumcision, and the beginning of the building; 

of Aelia Capitol:l.na, were not originally intended to destroy the religion of 
lf( 

the Jews, and espeoie.lly ·l;o prevent them from observing; the practioes and customs 

of ·l;heir faith. 

4:i.th the fall of' Bettar, the restrictions of the Romans e.gains'i:; the ob-

. servanoe of anything which would ma.ke for the maintenance of Judaism becen1e most 

severe, and diBobedience meant loss of life; whereas before the fall of Bettar 
prob1lbly 

there is reason. to believe
1 
as will bE~ seen with regard to Rabbi Akibe., disobedience/, 

meant nothing more thm:1 a prison sentence. But after the fall of l3ettar, all 
of the energies of the Roman government in Palestine were ·burned ·to the destroying 

of Judf.i.:tsnG7 Inquisitors were everywhere, spies in al1 placer;, traitors gave 

1.nform€it:i.on as to seorf.rl::; pr~totice1. The Jews were continually harried e.nd hunted 

and martyred~·•but wlthal remained firm to their faith. "R. Nathan said: Why 

must; you be led 01.rh and killed; because I cdrcumoised. my son. Why must~ you be 

burnt; because I rEH~d the 'rora. Why must you go out to be impaled; because I 

39 ate unleavened bread. Why must you be whipped; bees.use I held the lulab. 11 

In the Mid.rash the st0.temenl; occurs in an amialif:i.ed form, 11Why must you e;o out 

to be stoned; becaurrn I niroumcised my son. Why must you go out to be burned; 

· because I kept the Sabbath. Why must you go out to be killed; becirnse I ate 

unleavened bread. Why must you be whipped; beoause I made a sukha, held a lulab, 

put on tefiU.in, pikked up the blue cord, because I d:1.d ·l;he will of the Heavenly 

Father." 
40 

Dur:tng the period of persecution, a man caught wearing tef'iUin was 

to have his head pierced thru. 11F'or at one time the government decreed age.inst 

Mehlii.~a-J \.t~;-~-.-p-.-7-G-.-~--·-----··----·---·-· .. --.-·---p .. --,---·-----.. 

Mid rash Lev:i:biou.s Rabba 50b. 
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Israel that whosoever put on '1'efillin, would have his head pierced. Elisha put 

them on, and went out into the street. A soldier saw him. Elisha ran away. 

\ J And th~J T:1oldier pursued him. When he reached him, Elisha took the 'Cefillin 
; 

from his head and held them in one o.f his hands. 'rhe soldier said to him: 

What have you in. your hand? He answered.~ the wings of a dove. He stretched 

out his hand, and :i.n it werf:J found the wings of a dove. Therefore he is M.lled 

Elisha Ba.l Kanaphim. 11 41 
The Romans estnblished the practi oe of jus pdmae ,------.. -~------· "-..~• 

noctis, and the Jews had to change the wedding day. 
42 

'!'he severest punishments 

seemed to be given to those who had anything to do w:l.th the oert:imony of ordi-
..,,.---
nation, and to those who held pub He aseemblies, and expounded the law. 11 The 

Roman Government decreed that whosoever ordains, shall be killed, whosoever 

is ordained shall bi~ killed, the oity in• wh:i.ch an ordination is held, shall be 

destroyed, and the Sabbath dist:riot in which it is held sht11J. be laid waste. 0 43 

When H. Hanania b. '.L'eradion, for instance, was found hd>illding; a public assembly 

with a sorol1 of the 'I'ora spread before him, he was seiz,ec.l, and burned at the 

stake. 44 Many during; this period of persecution suf'f'ered the death of the 

martyr. So stringent were the Roman rules, that wlHm a teacher was martyred, 

the people were afraid publio~~.t ~.,u:D,0~;,~j,tf.!~~-~--1;~:-r:'l.USO the political condi

·bions were too much troubled, and~one does not mourn over the'!martyrs of 

the kingdom. 11 45 The fury of the
1 

~fom1.m persecution seemed to know no bounds. 

Tradition has an illuminating' story of the hatred whioh Hadr.i.an (meanj_ng -p'r't1b:ably 

the governor 'I'ineus Ru:Cus) had for the Jews. uA Jew passing; Hadrian greeted h:l.m. 

:Hadrian asked M.m., who he was, and when he told him that he was a Jew, he said 

to him: And you presume to greet Hadrian? He had h:lm killed. Another Jew who 

;t0t/had w:i.tne.ssed ·the incid<:mt pasf.ied Hadrian withottt g;rt)eting; him. He also was kill. ed. 

h:i.s councillors said to him: We do not understand your method of procedure. 

,;, 41. 

42. 
43, 
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Both he who greets and does not greet is killed. He answered ·them: You ask me 

46 
how I get rid of my enemic-,sl. 11 'l'he period of perseou:tion resulted :i.n me.ny 

deaths. Prominent teaohers were mari~yred. Legends de-veloped about them. Before 

we consider the 1er;end with regard to ten martyrs who were supposed to hav-e fallen 

tluring; this period, we shou.J.rl like to oonsidE":1r briefly ·the causes s.nd results 

of the religious persecu1;1.ons in the days of Antioch.us Epiphanes in comparison 

with ·bhe causes and resuJ:bs of the religious persecutions in the days of Had-

rian. The ret,son for the comparison :i.s the striking similarity ih the events 

of both periods. 

D. ANTIOCHUS rnPIPHANgs. 

The deeh•e of Antiochus JGpiphanes was to advance everywhere the lustre 

of. Greek culture. He wanted to He11enhe the world. In Judee. there we.s a party 

that favored his policy, and in order to further his ends he removed Orlias III 

from the priesthood in favor ol.' Jason, who trained the youth 11 :i.n the fe.sldon of 

H II , ti 4/7 
the heathen , and who brought up new cus·toms ag;m.nst the law. Antiochus 

then placed Menelaus in power, 48 and Jason had to flee. In B,C. 170 when An

tiochus wrM; in Egypt, Jason by a sudden stroke made hj_mself. nmster of Jerus~tlem. 

When news of th:i.s came to Antiochus, he conslclered it an act of rebellion, and 

49 
proceeded to punish ,Jerusrilem. He n~arnhed agtl.inst .Jerusalem, massacred itFJ 

inhabitants, ancl plundered its temple. 50 1'wo years later, 168 B.C, Antiochus 

sent a tax collector to exact tribute from Juda.ea, with orders to Hellenize J'udoo. 

and kill any person who would not act in according to the commandment of the kj.ng;. 

IIM A. oreover king; ntiochus wrote ·to his whole kingdom, tha:b all should be one people, 

and every one should lea-ve his laws. ---'l'hat they should fol.low the st:rang;e laws 

of the land, and forbid burnt ofi'er:i.ngr; a.nd saor:i..fice, and drink offerings in 

· the temple; and tlurl:: ·tht,y 

46°:-M:i.drash~ 'Ec1ia-:Raba p. 
. 4'7 • II Me.ooabees 4: 7-11; 

.. 48. II M!taoabees 4,: 23-2'7 
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pollute the sanctuary and holy people; set up alta:rw and groves, and chapels 

of i.dols, and sc1crifioe swin(~ 1s flesh, and unclean beasts; that they should also 

J.eaV<:l thei.r oh:i.ldren uncircumcised and make their souls abominable w:i.th all 

me.nner of uncleanliness and profanation; to the end that they might forget the 

law and change all ordinanoes. 11 51 
The Jewish population wh:l.oh would not yield 

was tr1:,ated w1.th great barbar:i.ty. 1'he men were killed, the women and children 

w~~e rri'ade slaves, Jerusalem WfJ.S made "an habitation of strangers, 
11 

the sanotuavy 

was le.id waste. All w:l.th the purpose of' making Jerusalem a Grecik ci·cy, and If.el-

· 52 
ler11:zing all Judea. Terrible religious persecutions set i.n. Overseers were 

appoinhed who ferreted out and killed those whq disol!leyed the king's commands, 

"And indeed many Jews there were who complied with the king's 

voluntarily or out of fear of' the penalty that was announced; 

commands, either 
the 

but best men and 
" -

those of the noblest souls did not re{';ard him, but did. pay a greater respect to 
~\\o, 

the customs of their country, than concern as to,.punishment which he threatened 

to the disobed:i.ent; on which account they everyday underwent great miseries, 

and bitter torments, ±'or they wer<:J whipped with rods, and their bodies were 

torn to pieces, and were crucified, whUe they were still alive and breathed. 

They also strangled those women,and their sons whom they had oiroumoised., as the 

king had appointed, hanging; their sons about their necks as they werf> upon the 

crosses. And if there were any sacred book of tho law found, it was destroyed, 

11 52 and those with whom they were found, miserably perished also. 

Wonderf\ll s·bories are told concerning the martyrs I ends which many ,Tews 

chose, rather the.n violate the commandments of thcd.r religion. 11Eleazar, one 

of the pd.noipe..1 scr:i.bes, an aged man, and of' a weJ.1-fav-ored oount011ano0, -wtIS 

'5'~ • Maccabe~ 29~11~:e s 5: 23-:,:;-;:-:;.~:;~hu~~o-; o 1:~-:~-~-----
J osephu.s: op, c:i:t. XII:5.4; II Maccabees 6:10,11 



constrained to open his mouth and to eat swirn-1
1 
s flesh~ But he, oh~ing; rather 

to die glor1.ously th€tn to live stained wj_th such an abomination, spit it forth, 

and OfJ.me of his own accord to the torment, as it behooved them to oom.e, that are 

resohrl::e to stand out agaJ.nst such ·l:;hings as are no·t lawful for love of life to 

53 
be tasted. 11 'l'he story g;oes on to St.'\y that E)].e1;;tzar ·v.muld have liv·ed had he 

practiced a slight dissimulation, but that he chose not ·l:;o do so, in order to 

leave a no·ba.blo example to such as be young; to die willingly and courageously for 

the honorable fmd holy laws. 11 

There is a remarkable story told with regard to the mother and her seven 

sons, who refusing to eat swine's flesh, were one ai.'ter another mos·I:; cruelly tor

tured to death. Finally only the youngest; remained, and the k:i.ng begged thE~ 

mother to persuad(i her remaining child to obey the royal oommancl • She exhorted 

him to d:i.sobey, and her son was killed; her death soon fcillowed~M {}t is in

teresting; to note that an a.lmost exactly similar story is told in various places 

in the 1midrash and 'l'almud, but places the death of ·1:;he seven children, and their 

mothelr, :in the days of the Hadrianio persecutions:] 11Hadrian the king came and 

seized a widow and her seven sons. 
11 

•rhe story goe~1 on to tell how he summoned 

ea.oh of the sons in turn., bade them bow down to an idol, and had them killed 

upon ·cheir refusal ·t;o do so. When he came to the seventh s.nd youngest son, he 

wished to spare him., and entered into a religious disputation wi'bh him :i.n order 

to oonvinoe him of the propriety of bowing; down. to a heathen God. None of his 

ei.rg;utn.\'mts prevailine;, he said f:i.nalJ.y to the youngest son: II If your Goel has 

s;brength and eyes ·t.;o see emd 0[trs to hear, why does he not deliver you from my 

He replied: you are not wod~hy that a miracle should be performed ·l:;hru 

And we merit death. If you do not kill us, God oan prov1.de many other ways 

11 ~us, eto. 11 'l'he king thereupon orclered his execution. The mother begp;ed 

to embrace her son, and then asked to be killed wi.th him. The 

the son was exeouted, and the mother threw herself' from a roof. 55 

'~~ Mac-;abees._6:i-8:·2i--~--·----~-~~--~·------~ · - • .-.. ---·
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In Midrash Eoha the mother :i.s named Miri a.m the daughter of Nachtom. In this 

e.coount she seeks to be killed befo:re the execution of her remaining child. 

56 
The request is refused, and after his death$ she throvni herself from a. roof .. 

In Pedkba Rabati the mot\er is called 11Mirirun the daughter of Tancl'nm1 11
, who 

was taken captive, together with her seven sons in the days of' persecution. In 

this account the last rema:i.ning child, the youngest, asks his moth.er I s advice 

as to whether or not he should bow down to a.n idol. She said to him in answer: 

11 do you desire that all your hrothers should achieve life in the world to come, 

(and you not, if you bow down)? 11 57. 

The passive resistance shown by EleazEtr and others Hke him, soon developed 

into an open revoJ:t against the forces of Antioohus. Led by Mat·bathias and his 

sons, the Jews took up arms. against their oppressors, passed up and down the 

country, overthrowing heath.en al taJJS i slaying apostate Jews and o:i.roumo:i.s1.ng; 

unomrcumcised children; and 11 they recovered the law out o.f the hand o.f the 

gentiles, and out of the hf.1nd of king;s, neither suffered they the sinner to 

triumph. 1158 Arte:r ·bhe death of Me:btathlas h:ts sons carried on the war, and 

were enabled ·bhru bat·Ue and the fforoe of oiroumsta.nces to win politioal and 

religious freedom for the Jews. 59 

l:?e reasons for fa.:i.thful Jews becoming martyrs i.n the days of Hadrian were 

much the sm.me, thus, as those in the days of i:1.11tioohus Epiphanes. The real perse

cution, with all of its prohibitions, :i.n Hadrian I s ·Hme, came after the beginning, 

and, most completely, after ending of the Bar Koohba war, which the Romans won. 

proh:i.bitions and persecutions in the days of Antiochus rnpiphanes came before 

uprising he!:l.ded by Mattathias and his sons, wh:i.oh finally proved suooessfulJ 
I 
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15,. Both periods were attemp·bs ·l:;o crush the Jew by destroying his religion, and both 

used the same method..s. The bans agr:d.nst Sabba'l;h, ritua1 observances, circum

cision, s1~udy and teaching o:f the Torah, anythj_ng which would make for th,1 prE}•~ 

servation of Judaism. As a result of both rel:lg;ious pe:r.seoutions many Jews 

suffered the deaths of martyrs and lt1gends de·veloped with regard ·bo them. And 

it is with those martyrs who fell during the Hadrianfo persecut:i.ons and ·che 

legends which developed about them, and others who were rmpposed to have been 

martyred, that we are especially oonoerned. 



* CHAPTER II - MARTYRS IN TIIE TALMUD * 

A. R. SIMON AND R. ISHMAEL. 

In the oldor Tulmudio J.iter.9.ture, no mention is made of' ten martyrs 

who were killed ixt the same ti.me, by· the same king. In the Mishna, Tosefta, 

Sifra, Sifre, Meohilta, the Babylonian and Palest:i.ni.an Talmuds, suoh an account 

is not found. Here and there are s·be:bements referring to the exeoution of 

indi'vidual teachers and leaders during the Hadrianio persecutions, but nowher•e 

in the older sources are 0ten mar·t:.yrs 11 mentioned. 

The Meohil'ba merrl:;ions the execution of R. Simon and R. Ishmael. 
11
R. 

Ishmael and R. Simon were going out to be killed. H. Simon said ·t:.o R. Ishmael: 

My teacher, I am sorely gr:i.eved, because I know not why I am. to be kilhid. R. 

Ishmael replied to R. Simon: In your days, did the:re ever come a man to you for 

,judgment, or to ask a quest ion, whom you delayed unt:U,& ou finished your dr:i.nk, 

or •b.5.e.d your sandal, or put on your Talith? If thou a1'f'liot them in. any v1d.se-

a great affliction or a srruil.11 one amounts to the same thing. Said R. Simon: 

You have comforted me, .my teacher. And when R. S:i.mon and R. Ishmael were 

killed, Akib(;I. said to his pupns concerning them: Prepare yourseJ:ftes for 

misfor-bune; for if t;ood were to ho.ve come :tn our generation, R. Simon and R. 

Ishmael would certainly have received :it. It is however revealed and known 

·co Hi.m who said, And the world shall be, that great misfortune is to come in 

our generation. Therefore ·bhe~e departed from our midst, as :it :i.s said: (It3, 

57: 1-3) the righteous perisheth, and no man layeth 1.t to heart, and godly men 

. are taken away·, none considering (that the righteous is taken away .from the 

evil to come). And lt says: He en:bereth in peao0, they rest in their beds, each 

one th.at walketh in his upr:i.ghtness. And i.n the end: But draw hither ye sons 

of the sorcerers, the seed of the adulterer and harlot. 11 1 

---------------
MechHta Mishpatlm o. 18. Yallcui.; M1.shpatim c. 22, p. 102a 



I,'(. The story of the deaths of R. Simon and R. Ishmael in Maseohet Semaohot 

differs in some important details from the story in Mechllta. "It was dE36:reed 

against R. Simon and R. Ishmael that they should be killed. R. Ishmael was 

weeping but R. Simon said: I give praises. With two steps you enter into tho 

mids't of the righteous and still you weep? Replied R. Ishmael: And do I weep 

because we are to be killed? but because we are to be killed like those who i3hed 

blood and profane the S,p,bbath. Saj_d R. S:tmon to R. Ishmael: Perhaps you were 

sitting at a meal, or had fallen aslE~ep, and a woman came to inquire with regard 

to her menstruation, and the servant said, he is asleep. 11 And the Tora says: If 

•thou aff.Hot them in anywise. And it is written: I shall k:lll youjoy the sword. 

Now fJOme say it was R. Simon b. Gamaliel who was weeplng and H. Ishmael who 

answered him according to these words. When R. Simon and R. Ishmael were 

killed, the report crone to Akiba and to R. Juda ben Baba. '.I'hey a:r.ose, girded 

their loins with saokclo'!::h, and rent their garments. i,1,nd they said: Our b:i'eth

ron Israel, if good were intended for ·bhe world, R. Simon and R. Jlshmael would 

have received it first. But it am :revealed and known to Him who se.id; And the 

world shall be, that in the end, great misfortune i.s to come to the world .. 

'I'herc~fore these departed from the world. The righteous pe:risheth and no man 

layeth it to heart. 11 2 

There are other variations in the story of :the deaths of' R. Simon and R. 

I II }J shmael, as i't is recorded in Abot de R. Nathan. When they had seized \• Simon 

b. Gamaliel and R. Ish1111:i.el to kill them, R. Simon b. Gamaliel was sitting, 

contemplating. He said: woe un'to us, for we are to be killed like those who 

profane the Sabbath, like idolators, like those who oonmiit incest and like 

'l'hereupon R. Ishmael b. Elisha said ·bo him: May I say something to 

He answered: Speak. Saj_d R. Ishmael b. mHshi:t: PerhapEl when you were sit

at a meal, some poor people came, and stood by your door, and you did not 

Sernaohot o.8. 



permi.t them to i:mber and to eat. R. S1.mon b. Gamal:tel replied: I swear by 

the heavens ·!:;hat such a thing has not occurred. I even placed watchmen before 

the door of my house to bring the poor people in to me, when they came. They_ 

ate and drank with me, and blessed the name o.f God. R. Ishmael b. Elisha then 

said to him: When you sat on the ·temple mount and expounded the words of the 

'.rortt, all the students of Israel sitting before you, did you become overbearing? 

He said to him: Ishmael, my brother, a man should be prepared to meet his fate. 

'I'hen each of them beseeched the e:x:ecutioner(to kill him first). '£he one said: I 

am a priest, the son of a high-priest, kill me first., and let me not; witness the 

death of my companion. 'l'he other said: I am a Nasi,the son of a Nasi, kill me 

first, and let me not witness the death of my companion. 'l'he executioner told 

them to cast lots. 'l'hey did so, and the ·1ot fell upon _R. Simon b. Grunal:teJ.. 

Immed:tr:l.tely the executioner took the sword and cut off his head. R. Ishmael b. 

Elisha picked i't up and put it on his lap and wep·l:; and cried, Holy mouth, faithful 

mouth, a mouth that has brought .forth precious gems, beautiful jewels, pearls, 

who tramples thee in the dust, and fills thy mouth wH;h dirt and ashes? With 

regard to thee the Scrip·l:;ures say: ( Zech. 13 :4) Awake O sword against my shepherd, 

and against the man who is my fellow. He did not finish his words, before a 

sword fell on him and out off his he1:1.d. tt 
3 

An account much similar to the one in Abot de R. Nathan is found in 

Seder Elijahu Raba. 11And when they seized R. Simon and R. lshmnel to kill them, 

R. Simon wept, saying: W11Y are we to be killed like those who commit sins and 

profane the Sabbath, why should our death be like that of foul things? R. 

Ishmael said to him: My mast1:ir, let me be a judge before you. Many times we sat 

to interpret the law, and we did riot do so in truth. , .fulse witness,1 came and 

testified before us, and they were deservant of death. And we entered in-l:;o the · 

bathhouse, and we ·!:;urned to eating and drinking, and when orphans and widows came 

3. Abot da R. Na-than c. 38, p. 43d. 



to make requests for the:i.r support, the servant said to them: The hour is not 

free. Come and see how great is the punishro.ent of this matter. (FJx. 22:1-3). 

At the time they were about to be killed, each showed honor to the o·l:;her. One said 

I am grea:t and more honorable than my companion. Kill me first, and let me not 

see the death of my companion. They cast lots, and the lot fell upon R. Simon 

b. Gamaliel (hh head was struck off). R. Ishmael picked it up, and put it on 

his lap, he embraced and hugged and kissed it. He said to it: Why art thou 

trampled in ·1:;he dust, thy mou·bh become filled with i\shes and dust, like those 

who conuni t sins and profane the Sabbath? He had not finished speaking, when the 

sword fell upon him, and cut off his head. At that moment God said: I shall bring 

heaven and earth, and crush ·!:;hem ·together, and I shall destroy my world before 

them. As :i.t is said: (Ezek. 21:22) I will also smite my hands together, and I 

will satisfy my fury; I the Lord have spoken. it." 4 

[The deaths of R. Simon and H.. Ishmi;:1-el becrune quickly ma·tters of legend1ary 

concern, and already in compara:bively early documents, fanoy began to play an 

important role with regard to them. 

exactly the time and ident:1~ of the 

Hence it becomes difficult to determine 

two martyr;-~-/ Zaouto thinks that the two 
. ..I 

were Simon b. Gamaliel ·the Blder, a Nasi, and Ishmael b. E1ishtcL, a h:igh-pri.est, 

and that both were executed by Titus after the destruction of the temple in 
5 . 

70 A.D. If he is oorreot, j:I:; would have been impossible for R. Simon and R. 

Ishmael to have l:i.'ved -±n Hadr:i.em I s time, and been killed in the same period in 

which R. Ak:Lba and R. Juda b. Baba lived and later were also killed. If however, 

one oan show, as Graetz does, that R. Simon was not a Nasi, nor R. Ishmael 

.,a. high priest, then it becomes possible to plaoe the:tr time and determine their 

6 I-1:; is significant, as Graetz points ou:b, that Josephus, 

'.:~:o · speaks of H. Simon b. Gamal:l.el as active in the insurrection which Titus . -~ '\ 

Seder Elijahu Rabq, ,,c. 30, 
.p..~.zx/\N"✓ >,~• 1,~ 

Jo~asin/fi'f 33a, 35d; of. Shalsholet Hakabala p. 31a 

Graetz: Die Hadrianlsche Verfolgung 11nd die Zehn M~rtyrer. PP• 307-322 



., o. finally crushed, does not mention- his being executed by Titus, al tho he does 

mention the deaths of other leaders of_ the insurrection. 7 The fact that Josephus 

does not mention h:ls execution makes probably the supposi'Hon that 
11
he died before 

the 
the outbreak was quelled. 11 8 More positive proof' as to time and identify of 

R. Simon and R. Ishmael, is to be found in the Mechil·ba passage previously quot

ed. According to it, R. Simon and R. Ishmael must have been contempora:p.fues of 

R. Akiba, because when the report crune to him concerning their martyrdom, he 

bade his pupils prepare themselves for misfortune,aug~ving unhappy events for 

the age, from the tragic endings of two of its greatest sptrits. If the re

liability of the Mechilta passage is to be taken for granted,-there seems to be 

no reason to doubt it,--•the R. Simon and R. Ishmael who are contemporaries of 

R. Akiba, could not have been the _R. f:\imon b. Gamal:lel and the R. Ishmrwl b$ 

Eli.sh.a, supposed to have been executed by '.ritus in 70 A.D. 'l'o establish the 

latter supposition, R. Akiba I s Hfe-time must -be pushed back to the time of the 
in the insu:rre:otio:h 

destruction of the Temple, or that of' R. Simon b. GamaHel, active/agains·t .. fitus 

must be brought forward to Hadrian's time.----- both of which suggestions being 

very evidently historically impossible~· If', as Graetz suggests, one leaves out 

of play the titles' 1Nasi' and 1high priest I which appear. only in sources 

later than the Mechilta, theme be:i.ng left only the names R. Simon and R. Ishmael, 

nothing seems more probable than their having been contemporaries of Akfoa. 

And the MechUta passage speaks only of a R. Simon and R. Ishmael, for whose 

deaths R. Akiba mourned. In later accounts, such as Masachet Secmachot and Abot 

de. R. Nathan, do R. Simon and R. Ishmael acquire ·titles. Later accounts in which 'v~. 

the bar.e details of the n1ooilta story are furhi.shed with the additions of fancy. 

And as Graetz points out, if' the R. Simon mentioned in the 'ruahilta passage had 

bl\en a Nasi, he would not haYe addressed his companion in martyrdom as 11my teaoher 11
• 

Josephus: Bellum 4:3 uAnd now the people could no longer bear the violence 
of' this procedure but did al·togt)i::her run zealously in order to overthrow 
the ·tyranny; and indeed the foremost of them, Gorion, the son of Josephus anl 
Symeon the son of Gamal:i.el, who encouraged them by going up and down when they 
were assembled ·boge·bher -in crowds, and as they saw them alone, to bear no 
longer but to inflict punishm,,mt upon these pests and pl~P!UOS of their freedom 
and to purge the .temple of these bloody polluters of i't • 

• E. Vol U, p. 347, article 11 S imon b. Gamaliel 11 



'I'he Med'l.ilta story seems to have been the basis for all later stories. In 

Masachet Semaohot, R. Simon beco.mes R.Simon b. Gamaliel. He is not the questioner, 

l k th h 1 t h . . "y h . but the ·beac 1er who spea s ra er s arp y o is companion, ou cry, w en 1.n 

two steps you enter into ·bhe rea:lm of the righteous"l he asked a. Ishmael who was 

bewailing his fate. In Masechet Semachot the position o:C the characters becomes 

th~ completely reversed. Wher(~as in the Mechil'ta passage it was R. Simon who 

was sorely grieved, here it becomes R. Ishmael. '£he ·!:;races of the MechiJ.ta 

account a.11,probably contained in the parenthetical remark in the passage in 

Mesachot Semachot, "and onme say it was R. Simon b. Gam,;rliel who was weeping, anl 

R. Ishmael who answered him according to these words. 11 In the niaseohGi; Semachot 

account. in addition to the sad news of the deaths of ll.. Simon and R. Ishmael 

com1.ng to R. Akiba, it comes also to R. Juda b. Bama, and furthermore both 

speak of dimgers and misfortunes to come, not to pupils, but to the people8 In 

this account the reason one of the rabbis, abou·b to be killed, finds for their 

plif;ht, is the delay in answering a woman who might have come to the rabbi to 

ask him a ritual question. There is also 

the addition contained in the statement of R. Ishmael who wep-b because he and 

R, Simon were to be killed like those who shed blood and profane the Sabbath. 

The garment of original facts concerning the deaths oi' R. Simon and R. ,~:;,.}Wf;, 
~--..... ... -._,, 

Ishmael is further embroidered in the account concerning their deaths in A.bot 

d&. R. Nathan. Imagination has had time for free play, and the story of the death~ 

of' the two martyrs becomes now a powerful drama. The plairf.R. Simon of the 

Memilta story becomes R. Simon b. Gamaliel, a Nasi, the son of a Nasi, who en-

•" ·treats the executioner to kill him first, that he may not witness the death of 

his comrade. R. Ishmael becomes R. Ishmael b. Elisha, a priest, the son of a 

. high Priest,who similarly begs the executioner to kill him first. Lots are cast. 

head of R. Sj_mon b. Gamaliel is cut off. R. Ishmael b. Elisha picks it up 

gives way to an overwhelm1.ng expression of grief, which the executioner cuts 

In this account, R. Ishmael again assumes the :rul<lt1mforter, b't:lt it is 
@ 

\be noted that before he speaks to R. Simon, he asks h:i.s permission to do so. 

I·:-
1' 
' : i 



22. The reason now given for the visitation of martyrdom is the possiblet withholding 

of permission from the poor to enter into R. Simon's house and eat, or the 

possibility of R. Simon's having become over-bearing while teaching many pupils 

on the temple mount. R. Simon worries because he and R. Ishmael are to be killed 

not only like those who are killed for shedding blood and profaning the Sabbath-

as is stated in Mt.l.Seohet S~machot but in addition, like those who serve idols 

a:nd commit incest. For the first time can a plausible reason be found by those '/., 

who assert that R. Simon and R. Ishmael were~ executed by Titus after the destruc

tion of the temple in 70 A.D. R. Simon is spoken of as seated on the temple 

mount, instructing pupils assembled before him. It is possible that the editor 

of this story may have confused the R. Simon b. Ganmliel whom he knew to have 

lived in temple times, and whom he may have known even to have been ac-t;ive in too 

rebellion ag;dnst Titus, with the R. Simon of the Mehilta account, and more prob

ably with the R. Simon b. Gamaliel o.f' the Masechot Semachot account. Perhaps 

it was because the editor recognized the impossibility of a martyred R. Si.mon 

b. Gamal:iel and R.Ishmael b. Elisha of 'femple times, being contemporaries, as 

in the, Mooilta account, of R.Akiba, and, as in the Mas~chot Sernachot accouni;, of' 

R. Aki ba and R. Juda b. Baba, that he omib'b ed the part of the two previous 

accounts i.n which the report of the deaths of R. Simon and R. Ishmael come 

respectively to R. Akiba, and to R. Akiba and R. Juda b. Baba. 

which has already been noted, that in this/a coount of Abot de H. Nathan, R. 

Ishmael, before he speaks, asks permission from R.Simon, enables one to see 

as Graetz remarks, how additions to the original sto:ry in ·the Mechilta devel.oped. 

In the Me:hilta there is R. Simon and R. Ishmael, who in the fearful moments be

fore execution exchange doubts and words of comfort, and there is nothing as

touiahing in the fact that R. Simon doubts, and R. Ishmael, whom he calls 

"My te:i.cher 11 adYises and oornfort;s him. When, however, this R. Simon is elevated 

to the position of the Nasi, who requires no instruction, the previous account 

becomes objectionable. Later developments in various accounts overcome the 

it 



23• objectionable character of the Mahilta narrative, either thru making R. Ishmael 

the doubting, fearful one, and having the Nasi teach him by compelling him to 

think of his not entirely sin. free life, as is done in Masi'! chet Semaohot or 

thru having R. Ishmael first ask perm:i.ssion in respectful tones from the Nasi, to 

point:; out why the calamity has befallen him, as is done in Abot dt R. Nathan, 
• I 

or thru having R. Ishmael speak to R. Simon as 
11

My master 11
, as is done in Seder 

. Eli,jahu Raba. 

'l'he account in Seder Elijahu Raba is much like in Abot da R. Nathan. In 

R' I R . II II this account • shmael speaks to • Simon as My master and speaks of both as 

having possibly been at fault, having not always been ready when widows and or

phans sough-!~. aid, or having liS'benod to false witness. 11his account refers 

only ·to R. Simon b. Gamaliel and R. Ishmael, each of whom beg to be executed 

first, each asserting; th1;1,t he is greater than the other.· In other respects 

the, account is similar to Abot de R. Nathan. 

Additional proof can be adduced to show that R. Simon and R. Ishmael were 

contemporaries of R. Akiba, and were martyred in his time, and were not ·the R. 

Simon b. Gamaliel and the R. Ishmael b. Elisha., who were supposed to have b.een 

martyred by Titus. In several places in '.L'almudic literature is found the grim 

prophecy of Samuel Ra. Ka.tan, uttered on his death bed, foretelling tho martyrdom 

of R. Simon and R. Ishmael. 11 In the hour of his death he (Samuel Ha-Katan) 

said: Simon and Ishmael are doomed to destruction; their companfons to death; 

· the people to pillage; and bitter persecutions shall;bome upon them. And he said 

this in Aramaic, and they knew not what he said. 1110 Rashi correctly remarks that 

U' 1·, 1 11th i ' 11 t R Akib d R 1:1 ' b 'I' d' 1l · ,c er .e r companions are mean • · a an "'• J. anania • era ion, 

. th J t f th d t CF.~ 12 db, ] f ' ' i.n e ear .y par o.. e secon cen ury • ~-, an eing .{een o Yision, 

Ha-Katan was able to forsee the eYents of the future and foretell what 

happen to the active Jewish leaders and teache1·s of the day. Much 

----·-----------·~ ·--·------·------· 
J • Sota 24b. df. 1'osefta Sota 13 :4; Sota 48b; Sanhedrin 1.la.; Maseohet 

Semachot c•8; Midrash Shir Ha Shi rim Raba 38c, ed. Frankfort on the Oder 1 705. 

~ Rashi to Sanhedrin lla. loo cit. 

o.. MC\s1whe,t Semachot c.ru "and when Samuel H!:tKatan c:lied••-R.. Gamaliel (the 
elder) and R. Eaasar ben Azatiah were mourning over him." 

( contj.nued next pe.ge) 



24• later legend retains the fact that the martyrdom of R. Simon and R. Ishm~tel 

R A llI occurred in the time of • ki ba. t happened to R. Akiba that he was 

13 
prison after the death of R. Simon b. Garn-..liel and of R. Ishmael." 

put in 

The question now arises as to the exact identity of the two martyrs, R. 

Simon, and R. Ishmael. It is quite d:i.:f'fiouJ.t, if not ~mposrd.ble to fix upon 

exactly which Simon was killed during the Hadrianio times. Were there some spe

cial name ident:i.fying him more definitely than he actually is :i.dentific,JCl by, 

it would be easy to fix upon exactly who 'he was. An that 1.s det'inH:ely 

known, is the nrun.e R. Simon, and the knowledge that he must ha:1Te been executed 

in -bhe days of Akiba, It is easier to fix upon the identify of R. Ishmael. R. 

Ishmael b. :E!Hslw is designated as a martyr in the Talmud. 
11
He who sees R. lsh-

14 
maeJjb. Elisha in a dream must fear for misfortune." It was Ishmael b. Jnisha 

who was purchased from slavery when he was a child by R. Joshua b. Ha.nania. 

Wh:i.le in Rome, R. Joshua heard about the hhild in prison, and went to see him. 

DeUghted with bis intelligence and beauty, he paid the sum of money necessary 

to .secrnv.e the child's freedom. 15 Isbmael
1
s early promise bore fruit. He became 

a great teacher. He was the opponent of R. Akiba and e, pupil of Nehunia b. 

Hakarw .• 16 The erirly bee.uty of' Ishmael, which struck: the attention of R. Joshua 

b. Hanan.ht, remained with him when he grew into manhood, and became the basis 

of a remarkable tale, found already in the Talmud. After R. Ishmael was 0xecut(1d, 

his head, because of its wondrous beauty was sent to Rome, and there on great 

oocr:lsions, H: was brought f'or-\;h j_n horwr of' some one to whom the Romans wished 

17 " 
especially to show honor. The Rabbis teiaoh that when a legion which passer1 

from place to pJ.ace entenJ a house, that house becomes unclean, becausf> there is 

i 2 rc~:br-(~~··r"o±-, Gr;·~t~~Di-~- H~dr ~~ ci;;v·~;ro1-;;~~-;;· .. , and .... di~- Ze h;-11~~;ty;~~~~-~f. ti a,, , ~a;t. :i 

13.a. Midrash Mishle c.9 
b. Zunz: G.V. P• 280-, Zunz believes Midrash Mishle to have been oompli.ed 

in the middle of the 11th century. 
c. J.E. Vol 10, P• 231. Buber· thinks H was complied as early as 8{~h cent. 

14. Berakot 5'Tb. 

15 • Git in 68a. 

16. Sh~buot 26a 

Avoda Zara 11b. Of. Rashi to Avoda Zara J.lb 



no legion wM ch does not carry with it many skul1s. And do not wonder that the 

~1kull of' H.~shma@lwas laid on the heads of King;s. 11 18 R. Ishm1,1,f3l survived the 

beginnings of the Bar Koohba war, only to fall, as will soon be seen, shortly 

before ·the siege of Bet·tar. "R. ls}unael said: il'rorn ,•bhe de.y when the gov-ernment 

decreed against us, seeking to remove from us the 'rora and the commandments, 

refusing; us permission to circumcise our sons, and some say to redeem them-, it 

would be ri.ght for us to .decree against ourselves not to marry and beget chHdren. 

But then the seed of Abraham our father would be destroyed of itself'. Leave 

Israel e.lone. It is better that they sllould sj_n in error, and not deliberately. 111 
D 

The same words are put in the mouth of R. Simon b. Gmit. Jiel. 20 It ls believed 

21 
by some that R. Ishwwl d.ied a naturiil death. The following argument is given. 

In Mishrna Neda.rim H says that 
11
when R. Ishmael died the daughi.;ersof Israel 

raised a le.men:b and said: Ye daughters of Israel, weep for R.. Ishmael. 1122 '.1.'he VIV rd 

h I;\ is used, and ·that is taken to mean not a violent death. In th«~ first '" 
\¥, 

c:>.Jl,,,vr ;,;/ 
pla.ce -hR may mean a. violent death. The word !-I~ ispsed with regard to the death'.;t 

of R. Jud~b. Baba. And in the second place, the ~1.rgument that if R. Ishmael 

a violent death at the hands~ the daughters of Israel would not have 

raise a lrunent, b0c1;tuse of the Roman law forbidding such mourn:i.ngs is 

,· fallacious, bec1;tuse in all probability R. Islunael was ld.lled bef'or~1 the intense 

, religious persecutions set in, and before 11 the political conditions were too 

'l di sturbed11 ·to permit mourning over the Haruga Mal chut. 24 'l'here is reason thus to 

:;.t:. 
··~-.. ·-------....... _.. ___ ,._,.........,,..., _____ ., __ ,<tl<"I>•"'-.......... __ .,.,.,, ________ _ 

Hulin 123a 

"• Baba Batra 60b; e,:r, Sanhedri.n 71.l:a 

T. Sota. 15:10 

•·Herford: Christianity in Talmud and Miclrash p. 131 

Neda.rim 9:101 Of T. Nedarim 5:6; Nedarim 66b 

Baba Kama 8: 13 

Sota 24b·, ci, '.11. Sota 13 :4; Sota 48b ; Sanhedr1.n lla: Maseoh1itt Semachot c: 8 • 
Shir Ha Shirirn Rabe. 38c. 

7 



26. believe that the R. Ishmael who was martyred was. R. Ishmael b. Elisha, the con-
,...i;.1,-v,/t,_.._.1.--,~.·v,, ... s}.\ ___:._. .1/~vv.--,,l 

:::temporary and opponent of Akiba, who wa~' pu;oha-s0cf:fr
0
om p:ri.son by n. Joshua b. 

Ifanan:i.a, and about whom grew up the legend to ·the effect that his beautiful head 

was sent to Rome. Ir R. Isbrnael was a contemporary of i . .!kiba, certainly R. 

Simon must have been one also. 

R. Simon mentioned in the Mech:i.lta, and other pansages could not then have 

been the R. Simon b. Gamaliel who was supposed to ha:1re been executed by Ti.tus, 

nor could he have been the R. Simon b. Gamaliel, who, after the"end of the Had

ria.n:i.o persecutions, established a school in Jabne which was later removed ·to 

Usha, , and who diad about the year 164. 25 '£here are ve.rious theorios as to who 

R. Simon might be. Some think him to have been Simon b. Nannos; that instead 

of his nrune being written A ~\LI, , it should have properly been written ~ ~'4l "I, 

A scribal error changed the 11 nun 11 into a trginunel. u 
26 

Halev:y has a very interesting theory about the identity of R. Simon. 2!'7 

28 
:r:n Halachot Gedolot there i.s found the statement ·that on the 25t1;.h day of 

Sivan, R. Simon b. Gamali.el and R. Ishmael b. Elisha, and R. Haninii.i SE;lgan 

Ha-kohanim were killed. 
29 

It is evident ·bh~1t Hanina See;an Ha-kohanim could not 

have been killed together with, or at the same time as R. Simon and R. Ishmael. 

For they were contemporaries of R. Akiba., and Hanina Segan Ha~ltohanim was a 

Tana of the first generation. 
29

a It w~;i.s from the fact of their deaths• which 

occurred. shortly before the fall of Bettar, ·that R. Aki ba realized the doom which 

Romans were to visit upon the Jews in Palestine., and therefore he warned his 
soon 

pupils of the misfortU11e in 1:itore for them. A p1~0diction whfoh/came ·brue 

in the fall of Bettar, and :i.n the terrible period of religious persecution which 

followod it. "And when R. Sim.on and R. Ishmael were killed, R. Akiba said to his 

25.-;~·;i-;n-;; ch-;··1i;;i~~~~:-;:-1BB-:-··-rb-fHa~1·~;,~~·-·--··-·-·---· 
26.a Graetz: Die Hadr:i.ani.sche Verfolgung und die Zehn Ivia:rtyrer. p. 320. 

(b) J. Derenbourg: rnssai sun l 1H1.stoifre et la Geog:rapM.e de la Palestine 
p. 436: (o) Midos Soferim, note 30 ta' Memilta Mj_shpatim c, 18 .• 

27 • 1.saf.'tC He.levy: op. cit., PP• 178 ff..t PP• 615 ff. -.'~~:;.,v' 

28. Zunz. G. V •1 p. (·30• Oomplied about 800. \ t~•;,.; ivl atlr~,,~ 
29. Halachot Gedolot. p •. 193; Megilat Tat:i.nit p. 19b. Seder Rav Amron. Gaon, 

P• 34a 
29a. M:i.elzj.ner: Introduotio~o the Talmud p. 24. 



pupils: Pv.epi\re yourselves for misfortune. For if' good were to have come in 

our r;eneration, R. Simon and R. Ishmael would ha,re received i.t first. But i.t 

j_s revetHed. and known before Him who said I and the world sh~tll be 
I 

that great 

trouble 1.s bound to come in our gemeration.. Therefore these two departed from. 

n30 I us. t might be explained that the intention of the passage i:a Halakot 

Gedo lot was merely to say that Hanh.a Segan HaKohan.im wan ld.lled on the 25th 

of Sivan, 11(0.t necessarily with R. Simon and R. Ishmael, perhaps many years be-

fore them. But Fianina Segan Ha-Kohanim was not killed at all, but was among 

31 
the sages at Jabne. 'fhe entire confusfon with rage.rd to the identity of R. 

Simon who together with R. Ismmael were martyred :in the time of R. Akiba, arose 

from a scribal error. The proper abbreviation of the name of R. Sj_mon was read 

;;.\ 0 n·~"' 1. And because the scribes wm·e accustomed in many places to the abbre

viat:i.on A•·:),. .u , , standing for R. Simon b. Gam0.li0l they thought 'ii, on·:). II.I, to be 

a previous scribal error, and so th0y substitutedA .. .)."-'"'1• But"Ao;\.).'U"I stands fa.' 

R. Simon b. H~-Sagon. He was killed together with R. Ishmael, ·shortly beifore 

the fall of Bettar, and the report eame to R. Aki ba that R. Simon e,nd R. Ishmael 

had been killed, ( and according to Masechot Sem13.chot, the report came to R. 

Akiba and R. Juda b. Baba). Now R. Simon b. Ha-Se.gon who was confused with R. 

Simon b. Gamaliel was the son of R. Hanina Seg;an Ha-'lfohanim. He was the teacher 

of R. Simon b. Gamaliel who died nbout the year 164; and R. Simon b. Gamaliel 

spoke of'ben in his name. "R. Simon b. Grunaliel said. in the name of R. Simon b. 
32 

Ha-Sagan; One may push aside a holiday but not a fast day. 11 "R. Simon b. Gamaliel 

sF.dd in the name of R. Simon b. Ha-Sagan. '.!'hey elevate to the priesthood by one 

33 ~ 
witness". R. Simon b. Ha-~ag;an is af'ten thus quoted by R. Simon b. GamaHel.,. ·= 

30. Moo.ili;a. Mi, shpatim cJ .18 

31. Halevy: op cit. p. 178 ff 

32. Men9-hot 11:6 
33. Ketubot 2: 8 

34. Shekalim 8:5 
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28. II u , 1135 R. Simon b. Ha-S$gan is called also by the name Ben ua-Sagan 'l' here is 

also the stateJ!l~t: 11 These are the words of R. Simon b. Gamaliel wh:l.ch he spoke 
{~ .. -

in the name of Ha-Sagan. 1136 It is evident; that it should have been 11
"\bx"' ,f'.:i.11.1., ·,:>-.,. 

o1wb ", as has been the oase in all the, inst~mces cited, where the 

words of R.. Simon b. Gamaliel were stated in then.rune of 

an error the··\.:,.·· was omitted., there be:1.ng written only 11 \Aoil • 11 Thru a sim

ilar scribal error made in Ma.sachet Semacho·t:; did all the confusion .arise. For 

from 'A 0o1 ~ 'JI, there was made ~··~ "'"' , but the abbreviation of ll.a-Sct.gan 

was left over, and from this remnant they created 'ti , H• :i. i1 \ ,1 o ii J • .1 n , with 

whom the scribes were familiar. And hence the statement that on the 25th day of 

Kislev; R. Simon b. Gamo.B.el ancl R. Ishmael b. Elisha and R. Han:tna Segan Ha

lfohanim were killed. It should. have been R. Simon b. Ha-Sagon and R. Ishmael b. 

Elisha. 

The deaths of R. Simon and. R. Ishmael must have occurred before the fall 

of Bettar. 11 And when R. Simon b. Gamaliel and R. '&shmo.el came, they decreed 

against them th;:1.t they should be killed. R. Ishmael was weeping •••• And when R. 

Simon and R. Ishmael were k:Uled, the report went to R. Akiba and to R.. Jud.a 

b. Baba. They arose, girded their loins with St'tckcloth and rent their clothes, 

and said: Our brethren Israel, if good were to have come to the world, R. Simon 

and R. Ishmael would have received it first But now· it is revealed before Him, 

who said 'And the world shaJ.1 be I that in the end great trouble is to come to too 

world. Therefore ihese two depari~ed from it ••••• Not many days passed by, when war 

came and distiu·bed the world. 
on 

From now and and for twelve months the council-
37 

gathering;s in Jud.ea ceased; as i-b is said (Is. 32:11) 'tremble ye women who are 

M-Tu;;·4ib~-Ft;~--:-;-;:-:r-·-------------·-.. -·-·----
36. Kr:i:tut 6b 
37. Masechit Serna.chat c. 8 

I 

I I 
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29. at east, be troubled ye confident ones. 11
• If. R. Simon and R. 1shme.el had been 

killed after the fall of' Bettar, it does not seem likely the ste.tement would have 

been made 11 that. :tr/the end great trouble is to come to the world •• Therefore 

these two departed from it. 11 These words seem to have been spoken some time 

before the f'all of' Bet·tar, which was followed by a terdble slaughter of' its 

' t ' ' th h t 
11
1 d' t B inhabitants and a err:i.ble persecution roug; out he land. mme :i.a·ely ·ettar 

was captured, Ben Koziba was killed •••• and they were killing them, until the 

horses sank in the blood. u3g 11All Judea was well nigh a desert. li'ifty fortresses 

and nine hundred and eighty five vi11ages were destroyed, 580,000 men fell ir1 

battle, while the number of those who succumbed to their wounds and to famim.e 

40 
were never reckoned." It would seem quite evident then that R. Sj,mon and R. 

Ishmael were killed in the d.a;y-s before the fall of Bettar. 'l'heir deaths occurred 

probe.bly when Julius Severus was sun1moned from Britain41 to take oharg;e of the 

campaign against the Jews, who had been winning one victory after ano·ther under 

the leadership o.f Bar Kochba. Not desiring to engage in open combat with the 

· Jews, Severus began a oampn.ign of attrition, cutting of'f sources of supply, 

attacking towns insufficiently proteicted, or protected not at all, fighting only 

small bands of Jews, hunting them out of their hiding places, driving them back

ward, till finally he was able to besiege the Jewish army in Bettar. Advancing 

through Judea he left ruin and destruct:i.on behind him. Now R. Ishmael dwelt near 

42 p~rhaps 
~the border of' Judea, near to Edom, ( Idumea). · That town/4was one of those which 

Severus in his methodical campaign of destruction may have suddenly swooped down 

upo.n; and ei.ther destroyed it, or removed from i·t those of its o:i.tizens whom he 
- (, 

thought might be of help to the Jewish army. 'fhen came the sad news to R. Akiba 

and R. Judi~ b. Baba that R. Ishmael and H. Simor, , who may have been with 

39. J. Taanit 69a 

40. Dion Cassius:o~ cit. 69:14 

41. Dion Cassius:op. cit. 69:13 

42. Ketubot 5:s, Ketubot 64b. 



him, or who may have be.en killed when the fore es of Severus swooped down upon 
,-.. _, 

another town,. '.rhey realized the trouble in store for their people, and that the 

victories of.' Bar Kochba could no'l:: mean much when the mighty armies of Rome, the 

conquerer of the world, were assembled. 11 '.I'hen they arose, girded their loins 

w1.th sack-cloth, rent their garments, and said: Our brethren Israel, if good 

were to have come to the world, R. S:i.mon and R. Ishmael would have received it 

f'irst. Now it ifevealed bef'ore Him who said 
I 
and the world shall be I that in 

the end. great trouble is to come to the world. '.Lherei'o:re the:., departed f'rom the 

1 u43 war cl. '.L'he trouble and disaster they foresaw was realized in the def.eat of 

K 44 
Bar ochba, the fall of Bettar, the slaughter and persecution which followed it. 

A later source seems to have an accurate picture of the times, when it says "After 

the death of R. Simon b. Gamaliel and R. Ishmael the wicked kingdom decreed 

the des'l:;ruction of Israel, that the Tora was not to be dedt with. u44 a. 

45 from ,, Ha.levy makes an emendation ·bo the text guotec ,, Masechot 1:iemachot wh:i_cw. . , 

seems to be justif:i.abl(~. 
11
And when R. Simon b. Gamaliel and R. Ishmael ci::une, they. 

decreed against t htm that they should be killed~ What does it mean when it says 
II 

''and when R. Simon b. Gamaliel and R. Slshmael came ••••• Whither did they go, 

and whence did they come? '.l'here would be no dif'ficulty if instead of 11 1 K ~ \II 'I>,' 
11 

it read 1)(.~11>Jcu-a1. 
II II II , II , 

Thru a scribal error the nun and shin were om:i.tted, . . 
And wnly , '/.. ::i."' ~, remained. · hi Abot de. R. Nathan46 it says 11 and when they 

seized R. Simon b .. Gamaliel and R. Ishmael •••• ~ · 

II Me.se.chet Semachot it should be and when they were.·seized, 

they decreed against them thi;lt they should be killed. 11 Why they should have been 

killed, we grEJ not inf'ormed. No specific reasons are given as in the oases oi' 

R. Akiba and R. Judah b. Babaa and others, who held public assemblies., and taught; 

the Tora, and orda:i.ned. pup:l].13., c➔tc. Perhaps, tts Halevy suggests, they we:re 

killed when Sev~rus fell upon thei:r o:i.tya 

4·3. Masechet Semaoho·b c.8 
44a. M. Mishle,c..9. 

44. He.levy: op cit. P• 618 
45. Ifalevy: op oit. p. 619 
46 Aboi; de. R. Nathan c. 38 P• 43d 



31. 
B. R. AKIBA 

The fea:rs :f'or the future expressed by R. Akiba :tn Mah.U'ca Mishpa:birn c-18 

and Masech$t Se:maohot c. 8 were soon reeJ.:i.zed in actual fact. Grea:b disasters 

befell the Jewish peopl,}. 'l'he successes which had a:t first crowned the Jewish 

cause soon passed away, as the Jewj_sh force& had slow1y but surely to gi've ground 

befdi're the arm:i.es of' JuHus Severus. R. Akiba had at first heralded Bar Kochba 

as a grent leader, as the Messiah. 11 H. Simon b. ,Jo};rai said: R. Akiba, my teacher, 

expounded ·the passo.g;e 1'1'here shall go a c{tar out of Jacob (Num. 24: lf) as fol

lows: There goes Koziba oul:; of Jacob. When R. Akiba saw Bar Koziba he said: 

This is the ld.n.g Messiah. Then R. Johanan b. 'Corto said to hi.m: R. Akiba, the 

grass will grow out of thy jaw-bone, and yet the son of David will no·!; have come. ul 

H. Akiba I s hopes mounted high. '!'hey were soon dashed to the ground, for when 

·bhe news came to him of the deaths of R. Simon and R. Ishm1H1l, he realized ·that 

the handful of Jews could no·l:; prevail against Rome. So he fore boded ev:i.1 days 

to oome--days which materialized with the arrival of Julius Severus in Judea, who 

put down the revol·l:;. l~• Ak:iba probably d:i.s-i,sociated himself from any ac·bive part 

in the war, if indeed he had had any, soon after ·the realization came to him of 

the futil:i:by of opposing the Romans 1 and went perhaps to Caaserit:1., where he was 

fi.nally pul:; to dea-bh. 2 and busied himsel:r with holding public assemblies and 

·l:;eaohing the '.fora. Soon after the beginning of the revolution the Romans had 

decidod to destroy (Judaism, and had banned, as has been soen, its practices and 

study. R. Akiba was early put under the surveillance of Roman officials. aSaid 

R. Meir, ono time we were sitting before n. A1dba in the Bath Ha-Midrash, and 
of 

were reading the Shema but not audibly 1 beoau~ie/an. inquisitor who stood at the 

3 
door. 11 To the Roman ban against busying one 

I
s self in tho Tora, R. Akiba p£dd 

absolu{~ely no attention, no·b because, however, he was not warned. There was a. 

group of ,Jews who favored subrn:i.ssion to Rom1:.m policy in ordor to prevent blood-

1. J. Taanit 68d 

2. Masech~t Semachot c. 8 

3. T. Berakot 2:13 



32. shed, and one of the group warned R. Aldba of the dangers which lay in store for 

M.m if he continued to busy himself i.n the Tora,--a WIEl.rning which R. Aldba dis

regarded;· and as a result was thrown into prison and finally executed. 11 R. Aki.ba 

said: The meaning; of 1wi·bh all your soul-1 is, - even if it. requires the loss of 

your life. '.!.'he Rabbis teiteh us: One time the g;overrunnt decreed that Israel should 

no·b busy itself in the 11.'ora. Came Pappus b. Judii., and found R. Akiba holding 

public assemblies, and busying himself in the Tora. He said to him: R. Akiba, are 

you not afraid of -!:;he government? R. Akiba answered him: Let me ·bell you a para

ble showing how thdis s:i:buation is analogous to the lncident of a fox walk:i.ng by 

the bank of a river. Looking !into· the river the fox saw the .fish scurrying about 

hi·bher and thither. He said to them: F'rom what are you fleeing? 'rhey replied: From. 

the nets which the sons of m.en spread ·bo catch us. '.1.'hen the fox said to them: 

Wouldn't you like to go up to dry land, where we can dwell together, yuu and I., 

just as formerly •\} forefathers dweU w:i:(:;h your forefathers? '.I'hey 1.mswered h:i.ln: 

You a.re the one, concerning whom·it is said: 'the wisest among the beasts'. You 

are not wise but you are a fool. If in ·l:.he place of our natural habitat we muiit. 

fear .f'or our lives, how much the more would we have to fear in the place 

of our death? Then said H. Ald.ba: Also ,:i.s for us, who now sit and buGy oursel-ves 

in ·the Tora, concerning; which i"l:; is written.: ':Ct is ·bhy life and the length of 

thy days 1 ,-~were we to go and annul it, how much the more quickly would we perishZ 

Some time later ·(:;hey seized R. Akiba, and put him in1;o prison; and they seized 

Pappus b. Juda, and put him in prison next ·bo R. Ak:i.ba. S1:d.d. R. Akiba to him: 

Pappus, why are you. here? He answered: Happy art thou R. Aki.ba, who was-t.; imprisoned 

because of the words of the Tora. Woe unto Pappus, who was seized bem,mse of vain 

things. In the hour when they brot .forth R. Aki ba for execution, i·(:; was the ·l;im9 __ , 

of the reading of ·(:;he Shema. 'l'hey were raking his flesh with iron combs, and 

he was receiving upon h:i.m,self the yoke of the kingdom of heaven. Nis pupils said 

·to him: How long? He said to them: All my days, I was troubled with· reg1..,rd to the 

passage 'with all thy soul' whic,h means to love God so as to be willing to sao-

._,... I ] 'f f h' r1:11O0 one s .:i. e or ·.1.m. I us0d -to say: When shall it come within my power to 



33. es-tablish it, and now that it has come into my power, shall I no·t do so? Ho 

prolonged the 'Echad 1 u:htfil hi~~ soul departed on that word. A heavenly voice came 

forth and said: Happy art thou R. Akiba., whose soul wont out on the word :'Echod'. 

1'he minhtering an.gels said to God: Is ·this the Tora e.nd this the reward? He said 

to ·them: Their portion is in 1:i.i'e. A heavenly voice went out and saj_d: Happy art 

TiL thou R. Akiba, for thou art designated for Hf'e in the world to come. l R. Ak:i.ba 

----
was not executed immediately af·ter being imprisoned, but remained incarcerated 

i'or a long; time, perhaps a year., before he was finally executed. And two dis

tinct petit>ds can be noted wHh rega1·d ·to his imprisonment. The first period 

in which he enjoyed compara·tive freedom o:f movement.within the prison, was well 

attended ·bo by hd;s own pupils, gave decisions on questions of law. The seoond 

peti.od when he was most closely guarded, and when i:C people sought to ask him 

questions, they had to resort to guHe to get near him•:) 

I·b was during the first period of imprisonment that the incident recorded 

in Pesahim occurred. 11 H. Akiba commanded•Simon b. Johai five things when he was 

in prison. H. Simon b. Johai said to R. Akiba: My teacher, instruo·t me in the 

Tora. R. Akiba said: I shall :no·b tea.oh you. Said R. Simon b. Johai; If you do 

not teach me, I shall speak to Joha:l my father, and he will turn you over to the 

government. R. Akiba said to him: More than ·bhe calf wishes to suck, dof~s the 

oow wish ·to gi-v-e suok. R. Simon b. Johai sa:i.d: And who :i.s in danger? Is not 

the calf :i..n danger? R. Akiba said to him: t.f you wish to be strangled, hang your

self on a big tree, but when you teach your son, teach h:i.m in the proper book. 115 

When R. Akiba was imprisoned ,some time not long before the fall of Bc-rttar, the 

most rigorous enforcement of all Rom~m edicts wi-th the immedia.te punishment of' 

death for disobedience of them wHs not yet in vogue. The punishment was prob•· 

ably a prison sentence. 6 Or else H disobedience was punished by the death pen

aHy, R. Akiba' s influential friends were for a time able to have i't commuted to 

a prison sentence. Consequently the friends of .R. Akiba tried ·to make his lot :in 

----··-•-·~·-------- ---.... -··-----.. -----~--------
4. Berakot 61b; tf'. Midrash '.l'anhuma Perek Tovo 4:J,1, p. 24a. 

5. Pesahim 11213. 

6. Hale-vy: op c;i;t. P• 66]. 



prison as pleasant for him as possible. And among ·these friends were those who 

enjoyed the fav·o:r of the Roman g;overnl",0rrt, and who could therefore use ·their in

fluence to help R. Akiba. During the period of' the war theFe were a number 

of prominent Jews who remain~d loyal and thus i.n the good graces o:f' Rome. Such 

men, for instance, as Jose b. Kism.a, whose funeral was attended by prominent Ro-

. 7 A 
man officials. mong suoh favored ones was ,Johai, the father of Simon, who 

used his good offices to help R. Akiba while he was in prison. R. Simon b. Johai, 

thru his father's influence, was more or less of a privileged oha:raoter, and 

probably could visit R. Akiba almost at will. R. Aklba refused ·to tea.oh R. Simon 

b. Joha:i. because he realized tha:b he would thereby completely endanger his own 

' 
Hf.e., as well as the li·ves of his friends. TI.Simon b. Johai becoming; angry., said 

he would speak to his father, and have him remove h:l.s interest from R. Akibf:i., wh.J 

in consequence would be left to M.s fate. It was the influence exerted on R. 

Akiba I s behalf by his powerful f'riends, which probably secured for him as a 

servant, to minister to his needs in prison, one of his own pupils. 11 'l'he rabbis 

teach: R. Akiba was once put into prison, and H. J·oshua HaGarsi ministered to 

him. Everyday he was brought a ce:rta:i.n amount of water. One day the warden me·b 

Joshua HaGarsi and said to him= You have too much water today. Do you w:i.sh to de -

stroy the prison? 'I'hereupon the warden spilled out half, and gave ·the rest back 

to him. When he came to R • .Akibo., the latter said ·bo him: Joshua., do you ncrb 

know that I run an old man, imd that; my J.:i.f'e depends upon you? Then Joshua told 

him all that had happened. H. Akiba said to him: Give me water that I me.y wash my 

hands. Joshua replied: There is not e:1.ren enough to drink; how can there be enough 

for you to wash your hands? H. Al-ciba said to him: W1rnt shall I do? One merits 

death for .faH1.ng to wash his hands. Rather would I die than violate the words of 

my companions. It is 21.Hd that he tasted nothing until he brought him the water 

and ho washed his hands. When the sages heard this they said: If he does this 

in his old age, how n1uoh the more likely is it he did it in his youth, and if 

in prison he does this, how much the more likely that he would do it outside of 

7. Avoda Zara 18a 



35. prison." 8 

'.l'nere came another period in R. Akiba' s imprisonment, when the authorities 

became very strict, and would permi't no one if they could help H, to approach 

him. So when the rabbis wanted to ask him a question they had to resort to g;uiJ.e. 

"H. Johe.mm disguised himself as a pecld.ler, and passed one day before the prison 

where H. Akiba was imprisoned, and cried out~: Who needs pins, who needs hooks? 

What about a haliza between him and her ( wi·l;hout the ceremony being per.formed :i.n 

the presence of witnesses)? H. Akiba looked from the w;lndow. He answered.: Have 

you spindles? ( \ ·11.1,.,) have you Ka.sher ( -, 11.> => ) ? 9 By playing upon the words 

and , "":i R • .Akiba h:inted the l~aHty of the matter. R. Johanan lla· Sancll~r 

had called .l M · his a:l;terrl:;:i.o?,.,o, while pv.etend:i.ng to sell his wares. In 

the time of danger, the rabbis hired a man to go 1..:i.nd get some information i'rom 

R. Akibt:i. If a woman goes away f':rom her first husband by d:tvorce, and her second 

by :refusal., may she return to the first? 'l'hey hired a man .for 400 ZU}.~, and asked. 

R. Akiba in prison. And R. Juda b. Bathyra in N5.sbis forbade and R. Akiba £'or-

~ 10 
bade. Many questions were put to R. Ald.ba v,h:Lle he was in prison., and mahy 

matters he decided. 
11
It happened that R. Akiba was in prison., and he interofu.ated 

three years., one after another. 11 11 

In Seder Rav Amron Gaon it says that 11 on the 5th of Tishri R. Akiba b. 

Joseph was imprisoned, and he died. 1112 I~E}fnuoh as i.t is certain that R. AJ.d.ba 

b. Joseph was not killed on the day he was imprisoned, and that indeed he re

mained in prison for some time., the 11 .ni)l•and he died 11 rei'e.rs to some t:i.me after 

he was impr:i.soned. 13 }i'rom the stateme:n:ts ·that Bettar fell on the 9th of Ab, 14 and 

8. :·;·, F::ruhim 21b 

9. J. Yebsmot 12d 
10~ Yebmnot 108b 

11. Sanhedrin 12a. It does not mean that, R. Akiba was in. prison for 3 years, bub 
the rabbis asked him to tell which years in the future also were to be 

inte:roalated. 

12. Sede:r Rav Amron. Gaon 34b; 1\fogilat Te.a.nit J.9b; Ha.laohot Geclolo'l; p. 194. 

13. Ha.levy: op cit. p. 643 

14. 'I'aan:i.t 4:6 
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3:fi1.. H. Akiba was imprisoned on the 5th of Tishri, Halevy aggues that R. Akiba must 

have been imprisoned about two months after the fall of Bettar, during what he 

15 
chooses to believe was a perfod of' quiet, coming irrrrnecU.ately after it. In the 

first place it does not seem probable that a period of quiet ensued after the fall 

of' Bettar during which R. Akiba was imprisoned. A bloody process of vengeance 

taking followtd. the fall 0
1

f Bettar, and then the period of the persecution set 

in. And furthermore it seems proba.ble thelt if R. Akiba had been seized then f'o:.r 

busyj_ng himself in the 'l'ora and holding public assemblies, he would have been 

summarily executed. The Homans then brooked no disobedience to their edio·ts., and 

punished those who violated them with death. In the second place the report in 

Mish.na Taanit may not be accurate, and may be due simply to a desire ·to place 

all the sad events of Iflrael 
I
s history on that day. And thirdly, even if it 

should be correct, there is no reason for not placing R. Ald.ba' s imprisonment a 

year before the fall of Bettar, or for that matter, a year after. It appears 

that sometime during the seige of Bettar, R •. Akiba was imprisoned. Due either 

to the fact that the Romans were no·!:; yet punishing with deai;h those who disobeyed 

their laws, or because h:i.s friends favored by the Romans., interceded in his be

half, and because of his own wealth, R • .Akiba was not then killed, but kept in 

prison. Af·ter the fall of Bettar, when the determination of the Romans to de

stroy Judaism hi-i,d become most strong and when the slightest infract:i.on of their 

bans was punished by death, R. Akiba;-his friends 
I 

pleas most probably ·:t,rov:tng; 

useless-••Was broughb out and executed. 
I 

- I 

The death of H. Akiba took place i.n Caeirn.ria. \"And when R. Akiba was killed 

:i.n Caesar1.a, the repo1·t ca.me to R. Juda b. Baba and to R. Hanan:ta b. Teradion. 

'fhey arose and girded ·bhe:i.r loins with sack-cloth, and rent their garment,s., and 

sa:i.d: Our brethren, g:i.ve ea.r to us. R. Akiba was not.killed because he was suspected 

15. Halevy:op. cit. p. 643 

I 

i 
I 
! 
l 

1 

I 



of robbery, or because he did not busy himself in the Tora, but as a s:i.gn, as 

it is said: And he shall be m1i;o you for a sign, ••• and you shall knnw that I 

run the Lord. "16 Ha.levy makes an emendation to this pa~sage, changing 
11
killed 11 

II ii 11 17 to seized. He would have the passage read, And when R. Akiba was seized, eto. 11 

He believes R. Juda b. Baba. and R. Ifanania b. Terddion ·to have been seized and 

executed while R.Ak:tba was still in prison. In proof of the fact thitt R. Hanania 

b. Terailion was killed be:1i'ore H. Ak:i.ba he quotes a sto:tement .from Sohari:ra 

Ga.on. 11 R. Akiba turned himself over for execution afi.;er R.. Jose b. Kisma died, 

and R. Hanania b. Tera.dion was killed, and wisdom became l01•n0d a.f-ber them. 1118 

Now in Avoda Zara it is explained that after the death of R. Jose b. Kism.a, R. 
19 

, Hanania b. Teradion was seized, and executed. So Ha.levy argues thid; if R. Hanania 

b. Te:radion was killed soon after the death of R. J'0 s0 b. Kisma, what Sherira 

Ga.on means., is ·chat R. AJdba was also killed after the death o:f.' R. Jose b Kisma, 

bu·t not before R. Hanania b. Tera.dion had been killed. His argument falls short 

for several reasons. In. the first pla.oe there is no-bhing; to indicate in ·the 

passage in Avoda Zara that R. Hani;m:i.a b. 1'eradion w-as kiJ,led immediately af'ter 

the death of R. Jose b. Klsma. He must hi:i.ve been impd:1.oned, given a trial, and 

then exeotrbed. R. Akiba too was killed after the death of' R. Jose be K:tsma., as 

Sheri:ra Ga.on points out. '.L'here :Ls nothing however in the passage in Sherira 

Ga.on to indicate that R. Akiba could not have been killed bei'ore the death of 

R. Hanania b. Teradion. What probably happnned ±l!!I was that R. Akiba was k:i.Ued 

first, then 1.a:ber on R. Hanania b. 'l'eradion.--bot.h of their deaths of' course, oc

curing afte:r the death of' R. Jose b. Kism1.:i.. 

Ha.levy proves to his own satisfao·Hon that R. Judab. Baba was also killed 

16.. Masech,:Jt Semaohot o.-a 

17. Isaac He.levy: op cit. P• 642 

J.8. Sherira. G-aon p. 80 

19. Avoda. Zara 18a 
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38. before the death of' R. Akiba, w:h:i.le the latter was still in prison. 'rh:i.s proof 

comes from a passage in Yebamot, vvhera it says that in order to have R. Ald.bf.t 

answer o. certain question/ the rabbis hired a man for 400 zuz to go to R. Akiba 

" 
in pd.son, and put the question to him. They hired a man for 4,00 zuz, and asked 

R. Akibe,, :in pd.son. And R. Juda b. Bathyra in Nisb:i.s forbade,. ~md R. Akiba for-

b 
.
1 

20 
UC 0 • Now· argues Hal.evy. '1.10 get R. ,Juda b. Bathyra I s opinion the rabbis would 

hi.w~, to send to Babylon. And the reason they had to send to Babylon W'c'\S that ·l:;!,1ey 

fet-1.:recl trw.t the man they· had hired. to gofoo R. Aki ha who seemecl to be the only 

great authority left, might not put the quest:i.on properly or fail to receive 

the answer tmderstandingly even if he did put the question properly. If R. Juda 

b. Baba had been alive, it would. not have been necessary to send to Babyl~n for 

an op:i.nion, because he vrnuld have been askx1d. Evidently then, while R. Aki ba 

was still in pr:tson, R. Juda b. Baba hf:.'l.d b.een executed. Halevy 1s arguments £'all 

B 
I. 

to ground for several reasons. In ·the i'irs·t place R.. Juda b. a-thyra s state-

ment may merely have been an insertion into the text under cons:i.deration. He may 

have given a decision simi.lar to R. Akiba' s with regard to the problem present

ed, at some other occasion. In i;he second place it is not probabll'J that the rab

b:i.:s: would have sent outside of Palestine for information. E;v~m g;re.nting; that H. 

Hanania b.Ttrad:i.on and R. Juda b. Baba had bemi. killed, e.nd R.. Akiba could not 

be reached, there stilJ. remained many learned autho:d.t:i.es in Palestine who could 

have been asked. In the ·chi.rd place :i.t is by no means certain that R. Juda 

b. Bath!\,ra of Nis,_,bis, a. great authority, wns a contemporary of R. Ald ba. R. 

Aldba who had been se:i.zed some time before the fall of Bettat·, was executed short

ly after its :C'alJ. 1 when the period of bloody persecution set it. 'When the news 

of his death came to H. Hana-nia b. 1'era.c1.ion and to H. ,Juda b. Baba they pi·ob-

ably realized the days of of terror :s:m:xx:bixx:x.MirJ&1:N:ickl;xJB:XNll'ffi:S: awrd:b1.ng the oh:i.J.d. ren 

of Israel. Hence the complete passage in Masechet Semachot becomes understand

able. "And when H. Ak:i.ba wac{ killed in. Caesaria, the report oame to Jud~i}J. Baba. 

20. Yebamot 108b 



39. and to R. Hane.nia b. Teradion. 'l':hey arose and girded their loins with sack-cloth 

and rent their garments and said: Our brethren, he!ltr us. H. Akiba was not killed 

because he was suspected of robbery or because he did not busy himself' in ·the 

Tora, but as a sign. Ii'or it is said: bnd he sh.till be unto you for e. sign. It 

will not be long before no place in the land of' Israel will be i'ound., wherein 

1bhe people will not be oast clown. 11 '£here is no rearrnn ·bo believe that th:i.s pas

sage is not based on f'acts. 

T 
20a 

h13 death of .R.. Akiba by tort.ure was a sore blow to the Jewi.sh people. 

He was greatly loved by ·them, and was a most prom.1.nent tea<.1her and leader. Hence 

all the more q11,:i.ckly did legendary fancy begj_n to creatEJ marvelous tales with 

regard to M.m. Imaginative stories mm1t have begun to circulate about h:i.m no 

sooner than he was killed. .According; ·bo legend, H. Aki ba 
I
s death by torture 

11 I J 1~ was predestj_ned. . <. uda said in the name of 1.ab. In the hour when Moses as-

cended the mounta:i.n, h.e found God s:i:bting, and cubting ·orowns for letters. 

He said to mm: Who is preventing you (from giving) letters, without crowns. ? God 

aaid to Moses: A man :i.s to arise after many generations have passed, Akiba b. 

Joseph by name., who will teach mounds of rules for every tip (of. every J.etter 

in the '.l.'ora). Sa.id Moses: 0 Master of ·bhe universe, show him to me. He seid to 

M.m: Go backwards. Moses went and S(:l.t down at the end of eight row8 (of pupils 

of Akiba), and he knew not whe:b they spoke. His strength departed from h:i.m. When 

AldbEt would come to a. certain word, his pupHs would say to him: Rabbi, how do 

you know tlwt? He would answer them. It is the law of Moses from S:i.nai. The 

m:ind of Moses became appeased. He turned, and came before God and said ·bo Him: 0 

Master of the univer.,se, you have a man such as this one, and you are giving th(, 

Tora thru me? He said to him: Keop silence; ,so have I determined. Said Moses: 

O Master of th(~ universe, you have shown me h:Ls Tori,, show me his reward. He 

said to him: 'l'urn around. He did so, e.nd s~:i.w that they were raking ·bhe flesh of' 

R. Aki btt with combs. Said Moses: This is the Tora, and is this the reward? He 

20a. Menahot 29b; Halaohot Gedolo-t:, p. 194 



40. said to h:i.m: Keep silence; so have I determined. 11 21 11 Hesh Laki.sh said.: 

'What does it mean, when it is written, 1 this is the chronicle of the genera,t:i.ons 

of me,n. 1 And did the first man have a chronicle? H teaches that God showed ·1:;he 

first man the generations of his teachers, his wise men, and his noble men. When 

he came to the genert3,tion of R. Akiba, he rejoioed over (Akiba I s )'rora., and mourned 

over his death. He ss.id: (Ps. 19-17) 'How preciour; are thy beloved ones unto me 

0 God, how great is the sum of them 111 22 
R. EHezf.tr predicted, while he lay ill 

in bed, ·to n. ,Akiba, that R. Akiba I s dea:th would be a severe one. uR. Akiba asked 

R. Eliezer a.bout his end. He repli.ed to Mm: Your death will be more severe than 

theirs • 11 23 "After ·the death of H. Aki ba, ·the supporters of the 'l'ora ceased, and 

the fountains of wisdom wer~3 no more. 11 24 

Legendary elements are present in the story of the de~rth of:' R. Akiba 

:i.n. Berakot 61b. His leo.rning the meaning of the phrase 'to love G·od with e.11 

your soul 1 , his dying with the word 1Ifohocl1 on his lips, his being designated for 1,~ 
li.fe i.n the world to come, are all legendary embellishments. The story of R. 

Akiba 
I
s death in connection with hifJ realization of the meaning of the phrase to 

fove Goel with all your soul 1 , his r0c5:ting the Shema~ and dying with the word 

'
1Echod 1 on h:i.s J.:i.ps, is added to in other places, where the name of his executioner 

is ment:i.oned. 11R. Ald.ba w~ts standing befor~1 Tineus Rufus being judged. When 

Cy 
the time of the reading of the Shema came I he began the Krl'th-Sl'.toma, and laug;hed. 

Said Tineus Rufus: Old man, either you are a magician or you a.re bearing your 

su:rfering with contumacy. R. Aki bo, replied: may the spirit of that man fly away-

I am not a 1m~gician, nor am I bearing sui'fer:Lng with contumacy. All my life I 

read this passage, and J wns troubled, and said: When will (an understanding; of) 

all. the parts o.f the passage 'and thou shalt loYe the Lord 'J;hy God wHh r.tll thy 

heart, and all thy soul., and all thy migh't:; 1 come to me? I loved God with all my 

heart, a.nd with all my rn.ight, but the mei:ming of·'-with all my soul t: was not clElar 

--------------------
21. Manahot 29b. 

22. Avoda. Zara 5a; Sanhedrin 38b; 

23. Sanhedr:i.n 6 8!t 

24. T. Sota 15:13 Sota 4qb 
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'\ir 41. 
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to me. Now· accord:i,ng to your judgment :l.t .means with all my life. Therefor(~ do 

I read and laugh. He did not finish speaking, before his soul departed. 11 25 

It is 1nterer.::·U.nr". to note tbe relationship which legend purpor.ts to have · 26 ' . 
and Tineus Rufus. ~ Discussions would be held 

ex.isi~ed between R~ · A.H;::1.:bff (invVlffcJf""R':-Al<i ba would 'aiwu.;y'satiy-··defend Judaism, and 

wo:rs-t; his opponent in the debate. In the debate R. Akibo. can be seen defend:i.ng 

those thingw which were actually-banned during the Hadrianic persecutions, such 

as the observance of the Sabbath, and the practice of circumcision. 11 'rineus Rufus 

the w;i.cked quest:wr.rl R. Akiba. He said to him: What is the difference between one 

day and another? Sa.id R. Ak:i.ba.: And what is the difference between one man ~tnd 

another? Said '.l.'ineus Rufus: What dld I say to you, an.d what did you say to ii\:}? 

Replied R. Aki ba: You said, what is the difference between one day and o·bh.er, 

meaning the Sabbath and otheir days. And I said, what is the d:i.f':f.'erence between one 

man and another, meaning 1' ineus Rufus and other men. He said: 1'he king wishes to 

honor me. Said R. Aki'bt\: God wicihes to honor the Sabbath. 11 27 God, according to 

legend, des:i.red the death of R. Akiba, and sent a cloud to cov·er him whHe Tin.eus 
C 

Rufus was judging him, so that his prayer could not ascend to heaven, and be ac- • t 

cepted, and that also then the judge might not become angry and ler,tve. 11
11.. Aki ba 

was stand:i.ng, being judged, before 'fineus Rufus the wicked. Immediately a cloud 

descended and encircled. them. Joshua Ha-Gard was standing by him, serving h:i.m, 

and he said: '.l'he cloud has not descended except to prevent the acceptance of 

·1:;he prayer of my master. Others se.y: In order that the judge should not beoome 

2'1 troubled, and becoming angry, leave. 0 a 11 '.l.'ineus Rufus the wicked asked R. 

Akiba •••• Why do you c:l.rctunoise? Said R. Ak:i.ba: I k11ew you would ask me that ques

t:tont .... Tineus Ruf.us said to him: Since Goel deligM;s in droumcisj.011~ why does 

not the child go out circumcised from his mother's womb? R. Akiba replied: And 

why does his umbil:i.cal cord go out with him? Does not his mothor out it off.? And 

why does he not go for.th circmnc:i.sed? Because God m:~:: not given the commandments 

to Israel except to ref'int, them ·\:;hru tests. 1128 
I 

If the (Jews could. not vent some 

2s:-·-7. Berakot rx:14b ;- J. Sota V ,,_2_0_c __________ , .. _--··~---.. ·-·-~-·--------

26. a. Schilrer: op cit. Div I, vol. 2. p. 262. 
27. Genesis Raba 11: 6. Sanhedrin 65b · 

(b) Genoo.s Haba 11: 6 

27e. Mid:rash r~cha 3 :44 
213.£1.. Tanlrn.ma, Taz:ri.a 7:;54 (b) G.V. p. 274: I ,,s{~ half' o.f 9th cent. 
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42. of' their anger againsi:; the Homans in times of persecution, ·bhey could do so in 

later legend. "'.f.'ineus Rufus once asked R. Akiba a question~ • He said ·bo him: 

1/Vhy does the Holy One, Ble.ssed be Be, hate us, as H is written, 'And I hate Esau'? I 
He sa:i.d to him: · Tomorrow I shall answer you.· On ·bhe morrow Tineus Hufus Sftid to 

him: R. Akiba, what did you d:ream last nip;ht? He e.nswered: Last n:i.ght I ;;,aw in 

my dream two dog;s, the name of' one was Rufus, and the name of the other we.s Rufina. 

Immediately Tineus Rufus became angry. He said to Akiba: You have named your dogs 

with my own and my w:i.f'e I s name. You deserve to be put to dea·bh by the govern~ 

ment. R. Akib1;\ saiab to him: Whe:t is the difference between you and them? You eat 

and drink and they eat and drink. You reproduce, and they reproduce. You die and 

they d5.e. And because I cal1 their name by your name, you become e,ngry. God made 

heaven and earth, brings death and life. And you have taken wood» and called :tt 

God, according to 

I hate Esau 1 • 
11 29 

His na~e. 

~ -~ 
Rashi las a very 

Timms Ru:f'us, and the debates betwoen him and R. Akiba: 11A certain Lord whose 

name was Ruf'us, was engaged in a debate conoern:1.ng; the words of' the To:rfJ. with 

R. Akiba; and. R. Akiba was victorious over him every· -L;ime. 'l'11at lord became ashamed 

of himself, and came and told his wife. She said to him: I shall pE)rsuade him 

and humble him; because she W&ts an exceedingly beautiful woman, She came to R. 

Akiba, and showed her leg to hlm. And R. AkibEt spai:;, and wept, and laughed. She 

asked him why he acted thus. I shall tell you, he said to her. I spat because 

you came in an unclean manner. I wept becEJ.use in the end your beauty is bound 

to perish. But he was not willing to tell her why he laughed. She urged him until 

he told. her that in the future she wouJ.d proselytise herself' a11d that she would 

marry him. She asked h1.m if there was any way of repentanoe. He told her: Yes. 

And she did become a proselyte after the dee.th of her husband» and she mard.ed 

30 
him, and brot to him great wealth. 11 

:
111.rineus Rufus the wioked"was the governor 

of Pales-tine under Hadrian. · .He was, according to legend, an instrument; in the 

---... ---·---··--•-"'--·----·- - ~ .. ,.,-·--------------.... ., ........ _..., __ 
29. 1ranhuma, '1.'ertum.\ i.n Sefer Ha-Aga.da by Ravnitski and Bialik. Bk II, c. 11, 

p, 43, num. 132; Baba Batra 10a 
30. Ra.shi to Neda_rj_m 50b 



43. hands of God •• "Rabi said: God will punish the ri.ghteous thru the wicked. Tineus 

Rufus the wicked judged H. Akiba. 11 31 

C. HARUGl!'J MALCHUT • 

'rhe 'I'alrnud already speaks of a group of men who were martyred during the 

Hadr:i.anic persecutions. There seems to bo some misunderstanding,, however, as to 

the identity of thE3 members of the group. 11 Joseph the son of Joshua became ill 

and fainted. His father asked him what he had seen. He replied: A world turned 

topsy ·turvy. No my son, the father answered, you have seen a sane world. And 

now how did you see us-? He answered: As we a.re thought of here so are we thought 

of there. And I heard it said: Happy are thpy who come, their learning; in hand. 

Furtlrnrmore did I h(~ar i.t said: In the company of the Haruge Malchut every being 

cannot stand. Who a.re they? Some say R. Akiba and his companions. And is ·this not 

self evident; (without being martyrs, R. Akiba and his companions would have a 

special place in heaven) th.ere a.re meant the martyrs of Lydda. 
1132 

The predic·ticn 
companions 

of Samuel Ea-Ka.tan with regard to ·the 11 lffM:lnm: of R. Simon and R. Ishmael 
II 

has 
. ~3 

already been noted. Rashi considers them to be R. Aldba and R. Ha.nania b. Te-

. radian. 34 In Sanhedrin. there is the statement: 11 R. Akioa and his companions, who 

turned themselves over to slaughter, because o.f thEl words of the Tora. "35 R. 

36 Aki ba and his companions werf) a group well known. All o:£' them, or many of than, 

must have suffered the fate of. martyrs. 
37a, 

There is a great deal of oonfusi.on as to the identify of the martyrs of 

Lydda who a.re confused -with ·the Ha.rugQ Malchut. 
32

a.. Rash:l. ident:i.f'ies the martyrs 
37 

of Lydd.a w:i.th Lulianus and Pappus. The identifioaHon is, however a. questionable 

31. Kol-.9leth Raba 118a 
32.. Baba. Batra 10b; Pesahim 50a; 
32L- Seder Gan Eden p. 87a speaks of Haruga Lud and Asar a HarugJ· Ma.lchut. 

b Masechat Gan Eden p. 84b; idbni'i;f;lieEl Harugt/ila.lchut as being R. AkibR and his 
companions. 

33. '.l.1 • Sota 13:4, s. Sota 24b; Sota 48b; Sanhodrin; ShiraShli:r:i.m Ra.ba 38c; 
34. Rashi to Sirnhedrin 11.a 

35. Sanhedrin 110b 

36. Avoda Zara 1.0b; Sanhedrin 68a; Sedel.r El.ijahu Raba c 30: Yalkut Isaiah 363, 
p. 75b, Venice Edit:i.on. 

37. R.ashi to Baba Bat).·a 10b; Ra.shi to 'l'a.anit; 18b. 
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44. one. "On the 12th of Aa.ar is the day of Trajan, when Lulianus and his brother 

P·appus wer~, seized in Leodooea. Trajan said. to them:If you a:re the people of 

Hananel, Mishael and Azariah, let :r,row your God deliver you from my hands, as he 

delivered them from the hands of Nebuchadne:zutr. 'l'hey replied to him: IIananel, 

Misha.el and Azariah were completely righteous men, and Nebuchadnezzar was a 

worthy man, and it was _fit that a miracle should be performed thru him. But you 

are a wicked kin.g, and are not deserving enough to have a mi:re.ole performed thru 

you. And we meri.t death. Ir you do no·~ kill us, God can find other means::---Hovv-ever 

God will require our blood from you. It is said that 'l'rajan did not depart from 

,, 38 
there, befo1·0 there crune a document from Rome, ancl his head was split with clubs. 

Rashi arbitrarily says Lydda dnd Leodocea are the same. In variant accounts the 

details as given in Megilat Taanit l'la are a bit different. In 'l'aani-t, it is 

Tl.irinus who sa,zes Lulianus and Pappus his brother in Leodocea. Arter having bE~en 

warned by them that God would exaot pun:i.shment from him, he killed them imme•• 

diately. The account goes on, however, to say, tha:b they did not depart from 

there, bEif'ore a document came from Rome., and his (Tv.tnru.s 
1

) head was split with 

II 39 I clubs. n a sim:i.lar account in Maneohet Sem.b1.ohot it is said ·bh1;,t Lulianus 

d p 't d th d th f T · 4o an appu.s w.1. nesse 0 ea . o urg1anus. 

or not Lulia.nus and Pappus were killed at all. 41 

It is questionable as to whether 

It seems, that on the 12th 

of Adar, was the day of Trajan celebrated, to commemorate the escape from death 

of Lulianus and Pa ppm~. '.t'here is, however~ in the Talmud, an enU.rely diffetlent 

version of the Trajan day. 11The Trajan Day was revokfld since on it were killed 

Shemaia and Ahia, his brother, R. Nahman decreed a fast on the 12th. The rabbis 

said to him.: It is the Trajan day. He said to them. It is revoked, since on that 

day, Shemaia and Ahia, his brother were kU1ed11
•
42 Perhaps they were killed in 

ii. 37a. Maimonides: HiJ.iwb YesocU Ha.tor a 5 :4 

38. Megilat Taanit 17a: Of. Kohelet Raba 118a, where 'L'raje.n is called Turn:lirl. us. 

39. Taan:tt 18b 

40. Masechet Semachot 56a. 

41. Graetz: G. a.s. vol. 4 p. 414. 
42. Taanit 18b 



Lydda. A very evident harmonisation takes place between the statements that 

on the day of' '.l'raji:m, Lulianus and Pappus were seized, and that on a day of 

Trajan Shemaia and Ahia, his brother were k:U.led1 in the following passage~ 

11R. Jacob b. Aha annulled the day of' Trajan, the day on.which Lulianus and. Pappus 

were killed. 1143 R. Jacob b. Aha either :i.dentified Shema:i.a and Ahia with Lulianus 

and Fappus, or he misunderstoo_d the reason for the o1!ibe'o'Yc'aticn of the day--a 

ceJdJration which could not have been possible if Lulianus and Pappus had been 

kiJ.led on it, and which was revoked beoause of the execution of Shemaia and Ahia 

on that day. 44 The entire question remains open. 1.rhere seems to be no definite 

proof' that the mar'l::yrs of Lydda were Lulianus and Pappus. Indeed it seems that 

Lulianus and Pappus were imprisoned, condemned, and escaped death in Laodocea. 

What was the relationship if any, between Lul:tanus and Pappus, and Shemaia and 

Ahia? Were Shemaia and Ahia the mar·t;yrs of Lydd1;1? 'fhere seems to be no doubt but 

·bhat Shemaia and Ah:i.a were killed during; Trajan's time. Inasmuch ·t;hen, as there is 

some reason to bel:i.eve that Lulianus and 1Pa,ppus might have been killed in Had

dan' s time, the probabil:i.ty j_s that there is no rela:Honship between the two 

pairs, and that R. Jacob b. Aha I s s'ud::ement results :Crom a confusion. Perhaps 

know1.ng; that the Day of '.rraja.n hr:l.d something to do with Lulianus f.tnd Pappus, and 

that the celebration of that day had been omitted because of ·the death of' Shemai1~ 

and Ahia, he put part of the fa.<rbs togE.rbh.er and said the c~;lebration of ·the Day 

of' '.L'rajan was annulled because Lulianus and Pappus had been killed on it. Lul:i.anus 

and Pappus, as has been seen, probably escaped death :i.n Leodooea. The Turinus 

or Turohinus, or Tiroyon, eto, as TrajEm is vari<.'lntly called, probably re::f?ers to 

T • I '[ • I>\ i t. ra,Jr:m s gove:tnor, .,uc1us .vi\U r:rvus. The document arriving from Rome at the d·ra-

mat io moment whon he was a.bou·t to kill Lulianus and P'appus, wh:i.ch conunanded his 

4,6 
head to be broken· probably refers to the f'aot that when Hadrian ascended the 

4'1 
throne, he recalled Lucius Quietus ,and had him exr:icuted. It was Lucius ~uietus 

who probably judged Lulianus and Pappus,•---thei:r lives being saved by ·the fact 

43. J. Taanit 66a 

44. Graetz, G.d. J. vol 4, noi;e 14. 

46 Megilo-t 1.rae.nit 1'7a; Taanit 18b; MaMohet Semaohot 55r.q Seder EJ.:i.jahu Raba 
o. 30; Kohele·b Raba 118a. 

47. Dion Cassius:op.cit. 69:2 

1 

'' 
' 
' 



46. that he was recalled to Rome. For the time being Lulianus and Pappus escaped 

with their lives, but being p1·ominen·b and a.otive,48 1.t is possible that they 

were martyred during the Bar Koohba war, or during the period of persecution fol

lowing it. 50 • That Lulianus and Pappus were killed at some time, may be ac

cepted from the statement in Sif:ra nAnd I sha1l break the pride of your power 

(Lev. 26:19) 11
• 'rhese are the great ones who are the glory of Israel, such as 

Pappas (b. Juda) and LuHanus." 49 

48. Genesis Raba o. 64 end. 

50. Zunz: Die Synagogale Poesie dtis Mittel£ilters p. 140. 

-



D. R. HANANIA B. TERADION • . 
R. Hanania b. 'l'eradion we.s seized and killed durlng the period of pe:rse~ 

" -oution, sometime af'ber the death of R. Akiba.. When R. Akiba was killed in 

Caesarfa, the report cmne to R. Juda b. Baba and to R. Hanania b. 'l'eradion. 

'.Phey girded the:i.r loins with sack cloth, :rent their garment:&:, and sHid: B.ea:r 

us our brethren: R. AJciba was not killed because he w1:ts suspecrbed of' robbery, nor 

because he did not busy himst~lf' :i.n the Tor.a w:i.'th all his might, but he was killed 

as a sign. 11 1 It has already been seen that the dea:bh of' R. Akiba occurred after 

2 
the dea:th of R. Jose b. Ki sma, but bef'ore the death of' R. Hanania b. Tera.dior1, 

conoernint~ whom t'JJte:neflso is the statement that he was killed after. the death 

of R. (Jose ,b. Kisnw .• 3 - R. Hanani'a. b. 'l'o:radion we.a not killed immediately af'ter 

II , 
being seized, bub was imprisoned for a while, ·bried and executed. When they 

se;i.zed R. JE1asar. b. Pera.ta and H. Hanania b. 'l'er.adionit H. gla.sar b. Pe:rata said 

to R. Hanania b. Teradion,i Happy ar-l; thou who hast been seized for one thing;. 

Woe is unto me, f'or· I have been seized for five ·bhings. R. Hanard.a b. '.L'eradion 

said to him: Happy a.rt thou, who ha.st been seized f'or five ·bhings. Thou wil'l; 

be freed. Woe is unto me, :f'or I have been seized for one thing, and I will not 

be freed. '.Chou ha.st busied thyself in the 'l'ora and in sooial service and I have 

busied niyself' only in the Tora. 113a The prediction of' Hanan:i.a b. Tel'ddi.on orune 

true. His oompanion was freed, and he was bu1·ned. He is supposed to have been 

ld.lled ot1 ·bhe 27th of Sivan. 4 It was because R. Hanq.nia b. 'l'eradion ignor0<J, the 

edicts of' the Romans against busying one I s self' in the 'f.ora ·chat he was seized 

and execut.:ed, his wife killed, and his daughter dj,shonored. 11 They s~i7.ed R. Hanania 
1· 

1. Masech~it Semachot. c. 8. 

2. Sherira Ga.on p. 80 

3. Avoda Zara 18a 

3a. Avoda Zara 17b 

·4. lJegilat Taan:i.t p. 19b; Hala.chot Gedolot p. 193; of Sed(n• Rav Amron Ga.on 34a. ' 
puts date of his death on the 26th. 

I 



48. b. Teradion. Why did you busy yourself in ·!:;he •rora? He replied to ·them: Be

cause the Lord., my God, conunanded me. Immediately they decreed against him 

that he should be 1:mh:irhe(L:, his wife be killed, his daughter brought to a harlot 

house. Burning; foi' him b~rnause he was mentioning the di.vine name in accordance 

5 
with the letters in which it is wrHten. A friend of~Hanania b. '.Ih-adion had 

warned him as to what his fate would be if he continued to busy himself' in the 

Tora, and had ·public· assemblies,_ despite the edicts of the Romans. His friend 

was R. Jose b. Kisma, who was favorably considered by ·the Roman authorities, be

cause _of his loyalty ·to them. 11When R. Jose b. Kisma was ill, R. Ifanania b. 

'.l'eradion wen·t to pay him a visit. He said to him: Hanania my brother, do you not 

know that the wicked k:tngdom derives ti.lbs power from heaven? 'I'hey destroyed the 

house of God, burnb His templc:l, killed His pious ones, destroyed His good ones, 

and s·bill they- exist. And. I have heard concerning you, that you sit and busy 

yourself in the '.L'ora, and hold public assemblies, and a scroll is placed in your 

lap. He said to him: Mercy will ,come from the heavens. R. Jose said: I speak 

to you words of sense, and you say to me, mercy will come from the heavens. I 

wonder if they will no·b burn you, and the scroll of the Tora. He said to him: 

My teacher, what is my position with regard to life in ·bhe world to come? R. 

Jose asked him what he had done? He said: I exchanged the mo11eyof Purim into the 

money of charity, and I divided :it among the poor. He said to hi.m: If this is 
6 

so, may my portion be like your portion and my lot be like your lot. 11 R. Jose's 

prediction soon came true. 0 It was not long after(·the conversation between R. 

Jose b. Kisma f:.llld R. Hananiah b, Teradion) when R. Jo~rn b. Kisma died. All the 

Roman notablesi went to bury him. And they raised a g;rea:t lament over him. On their 

way back, they found R. Hanania b. Teradion sit·l:;ing and busying himself in the 

5,a. Avoda Zara 17b, Sifr,3 p. 133a. 
b: of'. Avoda Zara 18a; of! Masechet Semachot 540. 11 In the hour of thei:r death 

the tfuree of them justified with regard to ·themselves the judgment. 
He said: 'rhe Hock, perfect in His work. His wife said: A (J,od of Fai.th
fulness and without iniqu:i.·ty. His de.ugh:ter said: Great in Oounsel, and 
mighty in work." (Jer. 32:19) 

6. Avoda Zara 18a. 



49. Tora and holding a publio assembly and a so:roll of the Tora plaoed :i.n his lap. 

'.rhey ·took him, and wrapped him in the soroll of the Tora., and surrouo.ed him wi-1:;h 

bundles of branches., •c•nd se·t them on fire; and they ·l:;ook bundles of wood, soaked 

·l:;hem in water and placed them on his heart, so that he might not die quickly. His 

d1.:mghter said to him: 0 father, that I should see you ·bhus. He said to her: Were 

I to be burned by myself the matter. would be d:i.ffioul-b for me. Now since I am 

·bo be burnt, and the scroll of the '.fora wHh m1, (I run. satisfied). He who will 

:resent the insul-b offered to the Tora will also :resent the immlt offered to mE~. 

His pupils said to h:i.m: Master wh~rt do you see? He soid to ·them: the parchment 

is burning but the let·ters are flying away.· Open your mouth and let ·the flame 

enter into you. Be said to themi I-1:; is well that He should take my life, who gave 

H to me, and let not a man ·l:;ake his own life. The executioner said to him: 
fan 

Master, if' I :f:~uut the flames, and remo'lle the bundle of wood from your heart, will 

you bring me into the life of the wovld to oome? He said: Yes. Swear to me! He 

swore; Immediately the executioner increased the fire, remo'l!ed the wood from his 

heart, and his life departed speedily. He himself' jumped into the middle of' the 

fire. A heavenly voice went out and said: Hanania b. Teradion and the executioner 

are prepared f'or iife in the world ·to come. 11 7 The account in Avoda Zara 18a 

seems further to have been embellished :in Masachat Ka.lah. 
11 It is said concerning 

R. Hanania b. '.l.'eradion that one time he changed the money of Purim into the money 

o:f charity. And he was sitting and wondering and said: Woe unto me. :Perhaps I have 

incurred death from heaven. While he was sitting and wondering, there came an 

executioner and s1;.1.id: They have decreed to wrap you and burn you in ;your Tora. 

He arose, was wrapped in his Tora, surroun:bd wi'th bundles of branches, and f'ire 

was kindled. But the fire became cold and withdrew from him. The executioner 

l"Qst in oonfusion. He said to him: Master, a.re you the one. against whom they de

creed that he should be burned? Ile said to him: Yes. He asked: And why is the fire 

7. Avoda Zara 18a 



50.. going out? He replied: I have abjured it with the inef'.f'able name, that it should 

not touch me until I mn find out whether or not this decree has come f'ranhea'IT·en. 

waj;I:; for me one hour, and I shall let you know. The executioner sat dmm, wonder

ing. He said: Those who decree death and life of their own accord, why is the yoke 

of' the kingdom upon them? R. Hanrmia b. Teradion sa:i.d to him: Arise, go, and 

perform. against me all that the government wishes to be done. He said: It is vain. 

(Hana.nia replied) :'.L'his deicree has come from heaven, and if' you do not-; kill me, 

God has many ways of' ld.lling. He has many bears and tigers and lions and wolves 

and serpents o.nd scorpions with which he can smite me. But in the end God will 

require my blood from you. And ·the executioner knew that this was the rule. 

Irmnediately he arose and fell on his face; Quickly he perished. His voice was 

heard from the fire;, Wherever you die, I shall die, and there I shall be buried. 

Wherever you live, I shall live. Immediately a heavenly voic~ went out and said: 

l\,Hanania b. Teradion and the executioner are prepared for life in the world to 

come.11 8 The passage in Me,seohet Semachot is a bit diff'erent from that in Avoda 

Zara q with :regard to the conversation between father and daughter, in the moment 

of his execution: 11And his daughter was weeping and cry<hng out and prot:rbre;uing 

herself in prayer bofore him. He said to her: If it is :r.or me that you are weep•· 

ing, it is unnecessary; it is better that the flames should consume me which have 

been bi!,vm (by man) than those which have not been fanned. As it is saidt (Job 

20: 26) A fire not blown by man shall consume him. And :i..f. it is for ·the scroll of 

the :ta: Tora that you are weeping, behold the Tora is a f:i.re, and fire cannot 

consume fire. Behold the let·l:;ers fly away, and the fire consumes only the paroh-
10 

ment." 

I·t; can be seen how quickly legends developed with regard to H. Hanania 

b. Teradion,--legends found already in the Talmud. The dramatic interest in 

Avod'cl. Zara 18a, Jl!Ull created by R. Hanania b. Te:radion I s talks with his daughter 

and pupils, i:a the result of' legendary development. A drama·Hc interest which 

8, Mase.chet Kallt 

9. Avoda. Zara 17b, 1 &Q.. 

10. Masechet Semachot 54c. 

i 
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51. is considerably heightened by the manner in which and the reason for which, the 

executioner quickens the death of' R. Hanania b. '.l.'ra.dion, and ·chen throws h:tmsel:£' 

into the flames. Legend accords supernatural powers to R. Hanania b. '.!}:radian, 

when it enables him to stay the flames through th0 use of the ineffable mune, 

until he has ascertained whether or not the decree of death against him was 

of heavenly origin. · It is a supernatural power, which later legend dwells uon

siderably upon. 



52. E. R. JUDA B. BABA. 

R. Juda b. Baba survived for a while the martyrdom of many of his contem-

poraries, before he himself experienced a martyr I s deai.~h. From the deaths of' 

R. Simon and R. Ishmael, had he prognosticated ·!:;rouble, 1 which came in ·1:;he def.eat 

of Bar Kochba and the consequent period of persecution. The death of R. Akiba 

took place in his life time2 also. It was probably towards the cloiie of ·1:;he per

iod of persecution, when many teachers had been kiJ.l~d, including R. Hanania b. 

'['eradion who had also fallen, that R. Juda b. Baba resolved upon the despera:1:;e 

s·l;ep. of ordaining rabbh, a step which led to his dea:th~ Seing how deoreE.tsed 

the ranks of the teachers had become, R. Juda b. Baba decided. to ordain new tea

chers, who could carry on the message of Judaism. He probably realized the dan

gers in store for him. He understood ·that he would be spied upon. He knew the 

drastic orders of' the Roman government against ordination, but he also realized 

that Israel needed teachers, rabbis; so, trying in so far as pOJSblble to avert 

punishment for his act from other people and places, he ordained five p:rom:i.nent 

students. 11 0ne ti.me the government decreed agains-1:; Isri;1.el that whiteverprda:i.ns 

should be k:i.lled, whoeve1:,,,ordain0d shall be killed, that the ci·by in which an 

ordination is held should be destroyed, and the Sabba:l:;h districts in which an 

ordination is held should be laid waste. What did R. Juda b. Baba do? He went 

and sat down between two big mountains, bebw~on two big cities, between two 

Sabbath distri.ots, between Usha and Shefara.m. And he ordained these five elders. 

And these a.re thf'1)y: R. Meir, R. Juda, R. Simon, R. Jose, and R. 1Uasa.r b. Shamua. 

Rav Hiya also adds R. Nehentla. When their enemies recognized them, he said to 

them: Run, my children. ~~hey asked him what was going; to happen to him? He said 

to them: Behold I shall be placed before them like a stone which cannot be moved. 

U is said thg·I:; ·they did not depart from there, until three hundred iron spears 

--------------
1. Masechet S&me\chot c.8 

2. Masechet Semaohot c.8. 

' '> 



63. had pierced his body, and made it like a sieve. 113 Seeing the .Romans approach, 

he bade those whom he had ordained to flee. They did so and left the country; he 

remained and was killed. So fierce had the p:e,-,:rncution become and so awed by 

the government were the people, that they dared not publicly mourn for R. 

II 

Juda b. Baba. With regard to R. Juda b. Baba they sought to say: Alas for thee, 

pious man, alca.9 for thee meek man.'~ because the political conditions were too 

dangerous, 1~, one does not ( dare not) mourn over the Haruge Malohut. 114 ___ ... _____ _ 
3. Sanhedrin 14a: Avoda Zara Sb 

4. Sota 48bj J. Sota 24b·, T.Sota 13:4j Sanhedrin llaj Sh:i.r Ha.Shirim Raba 38c. 
ed. Frankfort on the Oder, 1708 



F. R. HUZPITH AND R. JUDA HA-NABTON. 

'rhere remain then only two others concerning whom the '£almud speaks of' 

as being mantyrs, and they a:re Hutzpith., the Interpre·l;er and R. Juda Ha.-Na.htom. 

Both of them are spoken of in connection with the apostasy of Elisha b. Abuj1:1., 

or as he is sometimes called., Aher, who was a contempoaary of Akiba. 4 Seeing R. 

Huzpith and R. Juda 1-\a-Nah'tom suffer the deaths of martyrs, his faith in God left 

M.m. "Some say he (.Aher) saw something happen, and others say th!il:'c he saw the 
the 

tongue of. Huzpi:l;;h the :i.nterprc-.iter drawn out on a dung hill. He s1;i.id then: 0 tongue 

which brought forth pearls, must now J.iok: ·bhe dust. 111 '.I'osefot Behorot says that 

"I? .• Huzpith, the tn:terpreter, was of the ten martyrs o.f the kingdom. 11 2 Another rea

son for Aher 1 s apostasy is given as follows: uAnd some say because he saw the 

tongu,~ of' R. Juda Ha-Nahtom placed :i.n the mouth of' a d<i>g, dripping blood. 11 3 '.r'he 

question adses as to whetber or not both R. Hutzpith the Interpreter and R. Juda 

Ha-Nahton were kiJ.led before the eyes of Aher. The similarity of' the stat€~m.ents 

wHh regard to both having their tongues drawn out nd.e;ht indioate that one :i.s a 

variant. On the other hand it is possible that Aher witnerased the deaths of both 

at different times, accounting thus for the varying statements; for if he had 

seen both killed at one time, it seems that he would have mentioned the death 

of both in one statement. '.I'hat one of the two, and posslbly both were killed 

seems cer'l:ain. Just exaotJ.y when they were kiled and for what defin:i.te :reiurnn 

cannot be ascertained. '.L'hey were probably killed sometime during the period of. 

persecution. following the fall of Bettar, when the Romans were most striot, a.nd 

would have been most li.able to cut out the tongues o.f' those they tortured to 

death, f'or violating their edicts against Judaism. 

If then the deaths of R. Huzpith the lfilerpre-ter nnd Fl.. Juda Ha-Nahton may 

1. Hulin 14,2a; Kidd us him 39b. 

2. '.ro.sefo.t Behorot 36a 

3. J. Hagig:1;1. II, P• 77b. Ruth Raba 48b, F'rankfort on the Oder, 1705 

4. Hagig;a 14b. 



r 

65. both be g;rant(~d, thert, are only seven martyrs mentioned in the Talmud, (nine 

if' the hypothet:i.cal ctwes of Lulie~nus and Pappus e.:re used). The others being 

R. Sj_mon and R. Ishmael., R. Akiba, R. Hanania b. Te:radfon, and R. Juda b. Baba. 

It has been seen furthermore that they all met their dee:bhs during ·the :reign 

of Hadrian. In no place does the Talmudfo literature spef1k of' them as the 'ten 

martyrs of the kingdom', seized, imprisoned, and executed at the same ·Hme. The 

Talmud speak~i of the Haruge Maloh\Jt, and Haruge Lud. and of R, Akiba and M.s 

companions. 

i. 
r i 



56. 

* CHAPTER !II* 

MAR'.I'YRS IN LEGEND 

A. INTHODUC'l'ION 

VARIOUS LlS'.I'S OF 10 J\lrARTYRS __ .._._ri _________ ~ 

It is in the younger Ag1idio Hterature, J. that soatt~}red refEirences ln 

older sourcfrn to individual martyrs are collected together, to form a rounded out, 

integral martyr legend. Th(1 number of mar·tyrs beoame f'i xed on as ten; they 

received the name of the Asar a Ha.ruge Malohu'l: ~ the~ Ten :Martyrs of the Kingdom. 2 

Very briefly, without any comment, are the names of the ten me.rtyi·s men

tioned :ln Midrash lc~cha. 11Another explanation to 'the Lord has mercilessly de•• 

stroyed all traces of Jacob is: All the g;ree:b<:3st of Jacob, such as R. Ishmael, 

(R. Simon b.) R. Gamaliel., R. Juda b. Baba, R. Jeshebab, R. ljuzpith, R. Hanunia 

b. Teradion, R. Juda Ha-Nahton, R. Akiba, Ben Asai and R. Ta:rfon. Many strike 

out fl.. Tarphon and insert in. his place H. Elasa:r b. Harsom. 113 While ten names 

are mentioned, the number ten is not :referred to. In Midra.sh 1'ehill:i.m, Asn:ra 

Ha:rugo. Malchut, 'tfm ma:rtyrs of the kingdom I a:re mentioned, being, R. Simon b. 

Gamaliel, R. Ishmael: b. Elisha, the high priest; R. Jeshabab the sori.be, R. Euzpith 

the Interpreter, R, Jose, R. Judtt b. Baba, R. Juda Ha Nahton, R. Simon b. Azai, 

R. Ranino. b. '.L'eradion, and R.Aki ba. 4 The only dif'f'erence then between the lists 

of mar·tyrs in Midrash Eoha Raba 2:46 and Mid.rash 'l'ehillim 9:13 is that the latter 

lnidrash substitu'l;es the name of R. Jose for that of R. Tarf'on or R. Elasar b. 

Harsom. In Ma.ase de R. Joshutt b. Levi, mention is made of ten righteous ones who 

are killed, :i.n addition to R. Wshmael the high pr:i.es·t, and R. Simon b. Gamnliel. 

11 In that hour they killed R. Ishmael ·th~, high priest·., and R. Simon b. Game11iel, 

. • 115 
and tan righteous ones. 

1. Zunz: G.V. P• 148; s.:P.d. M., ,, l'\-1, 

2. Midre.sh. Mishle 1:13. Seder Gan ]]den p. 87a; Midr·ash Konen p. 255b. 

3. MidritSh Bcha Raba 2:46; cf. Ya1kut Jl;ch(,1, p. 167a, Venice ed; Per.ush bekach 
Tov to Meg;iJ.at Shir HaShirim pp. 14, 15, ... ·che same n.am.es ment:i.oned, 
altho they are elaborated upon, 1:J.nd the alternative name of R. 
E;Jasar b. Harsom is lef't out 

4. Mid.rash ['eh:illim 9: 13 

' 



57. 

I 

Hechalot Rabati ut first mentions the names of four g;rea:b men who are 

seized by the Romans; they are Simon b. Gamaliel, R. Ishmael b. Elisha, R. 

6 
Eliez0.r b. Dama, and R. Juda b. Baba. It then speaks o:f' 

11
ten great men" who 

o:l an 
are to be killed, they b1~ing the ten who Sf:l.t/entrance of the Temple, separated 

by flames of fire from the rest of the people. They were R. Ishmael, R. Simon b. 

Grunaliel, R. I!;J.ieza:r the Great, R. Eliezer b. Dama, R. mliezer b. Shrunua, 

Johanan b. l!ia'.l::w.vai, Hanina b. Hachinai, Jonathan b. Uziel, R. Aldbe., and R. 

7 
Juda b. Baba. Accordi.ng to Midrash Ele Eskera, the following ten were 

martyred: R. Ishmael the high priest, R. Simon.b. Gamaliel, R. Akiba, R. Ifo.nania 

b. Teraclion, R. Elasar b. Shamua, R. Jeshebab the scribe, R. Hanina b. Hachinai, 

B I . 8 R. tTuda b. aba, R. Huzpith the •nterpreter, R. Juda b. Dama.. In -!:;he course of' 

the developmentfJ of the martyr legend eighteen dif'f'erent men are nmned as being 

martyrs. '11hE-)y'are B.. Ishmael, R. Simon, R. Jeshebab,.R. Huzpith, R. Hanania b. 

Teradion, R. J"da Ha Nab.ton, R. Juda b. Baba, R. Simon b. Azai, R. Akiba,·R. 

Tarfon, R. Ela.sar b. Harsom, R. Jose, H. Eleazar the Great, R. Eliezar b. Dama. 

(oalled also Juda b. Dama, and Juda b. Tema)., R. Eliezer b. Shamua.', Johana.n 

B. De,he.vai, ( called also lUa.sar b. Dehavai), Hanania. b. Hachina.i, Jone.than b. 

Uziel. Only upon one mattE~r do these younger sources ag:ree,---that there were 

ten martyrs. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

2. REASON FOR NIDITBER 10. 

Whence then com.es ·bhis nurnber ten? In ~;almudic 1:ttera.ture no mention is 

made of ten martyrs, nor i.s any def.'j.nite number given. It was thru a process of 

legendary development that the number ·ten was decided upon, and associated with 

the selling of' Joseph into slmery by ten of his brothers. Beor:tus(~ the penalty 

(5) 
6. 

8. 

from prevfous Page: Maase de R. Joshua b. Levi p. 213a. 
Heohalot Rabati p. 113 b. of, Masechet O.tidlot p. 449b. , 
Hechalot Rabati p. 116b; of. Maseohet Atsilot p. 449b. 11he list o:f me.rty:rs 

i.s the same e.s that in Hechcll&·b Rabati, except Johe.nan b. Dehe:vai in the 
1 a:bt er is oha.nged to Elasar b. Dahavai in. the former. 

9
l~i.",:V. 

Midrash Ele Eskera. P• 441b, ed. E:i.s; of. ShalshoJ.et Hakabola p. 31a, b'\ of. 
Maa.se Asara Haruge Mal&ltut, p. 444a, has the same list as Midrash Ele f;ske:ra, 
except that it cht).nges ,Juda b. Dama to lnasar b. Dama. 



58. for stealing a man and selling; him into slavery was death (Ex. 21:16) and because 

the brothers of Joseph who had sold him into sla,very and had not. been punished, 

th0ir sin was to be visited upon tan prominent teachers. At .f'i:rst, however, the 

punishment of the crime of Joseph's brothers was in no way connected. with the ten 

martyrs. Accordi.ng to early sources the punishment of the cd.me consisted in 

the fordng of all ptirents to redeem their first-born with twenty pieces of 

silver.. "Because they sold th<') fi.rst born of Rachel for twenty pieces of silver, 

. 10 
must each one red1:,em his first born .for. twenty: pieces of silver. And elsewhere: 

11 They sold Joseph ·l:;o the '.Ishinaelites for twenty pieot)S of sllver, which equals ftve 

StalOtS. Therefore must each man separate for his son five Selas. R. Juda b. 

Simon said: God saJ.d to His tribes. You have sold the son of' Rachel for twenty 

pieces of silver. Therefore must every one bring a Beka for each man; that is, 

half a shekel. 1111 Developing legend then took the verse in .Amos 2 :6 which says: 

11 
••• they have sold the rightc-Jous for silver, and the poor for a pair of shoes", 

and connected it with the sale of Joseph. Having sold Joseph, the brothers dhU.cled 

the tvrenty pieces of silver the:y received for him, amongst themselves, and each 

one of. them purchased a pH.ir of shoes. 11 Reuben said to them: Shed no blood, 

cast him into this pi·l:; that is in the wilderm~ss. Hie bi)other.s listened to him, 

and they took Jor1eph and cMt him into the pit. What did Reuben do? He went 

and stayed on one of. the moun·tains, so as to go down by night, to bring up 

Joseph ottt of the pit. And his nine brothers were sitting down in one place, 

all of them l:i.ke one man, with one heart and one plan. Ishmaelites passed them 

by, and the brotherf:1 sa:i.d: Come, let us sell him to the Ishmael:i.tes, and tlwy 

will lead him to the end of the wilderness, and Jacob will not hear any further 

report concerning him. They sold him to the IshmaelHes for twenty pieoErn of 

s:Uver, and each one of them ·book two piecer, of silver to purchase shoes. As 

10. J. Shekalim 46d; cf. Pesikta Zutrffb \l Paraslm Ki '.t'\ssa p. 98b. 

11. Midrash Bereshit Raba c. 84, p, 99d. 
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it is said: •••• They have sold the righteous for sHver, and the needy for a pa:i.r 

of shoes. 1112 The account in M:i.drash Be:reshit Raba o, 84, which tells of a ·bax 

imposed. upon each individual beoau:ge of the sel1ing; of ,Yoseph into slavery by 

his brothers, and the account in Pi.rk:e dt. R. EJ.ieze:r, which tells what the brotl:i ers ' 

d:i.cl with the proceeds of the sale,. are united in Yalku:c Bereshit. 13 A later 

legendary account tells that when the brothers decided to sell Joseph to the 

14 16 
Ishmaeliti:.is, an angel, Mete.tr on, was sewing; shoes, ~resumably :for th~~ brothers. 

In Maase Asa.rt~ Haruge Ma.Ji.hut :i.t is ·bold that when the king decided to summon and 

try the ten sages for the sale of' <Toseph he filled his pe.la.oe with shoes. 15a 

.'.f.'ho fj:rst association of _the martyrdom of ten w1th the sale of Joseph, comes H/.a 
pas.~ f'ound ·' 
........... fitn Y'aikutMishle. [!:11-a. not only do ten in one generation pay with their liv-es 

for the sin of ten of Joseph 
I
s brothers, but ten. in every generation are to pay 

with their lives for the same sin because it is e.n enduring one.] 11 Said R. Juda: 

The martyrs W(H'El not turned over to the government, except because of' the selling 

of Joseph. R. Abin said.: Behold it is declared, ten men from E'Jaoh generation, 

for the sin is an abiding one. 1116 Another account tells us that at the very 

moment when Joseph was sold, the decree of martyrclom was issued against the 

Haruge Malchvb, e.ncl eight thousand pupils, and the decree would have been oard.ed 

· 1'1 ou·b immediately, had it not been for the merH of Abraham, their ancestor. 

Jtig:.e@xlil:i:N~x. The selling of Joseph by the tribes, made the whole wol'ld der:ierv~ 

. 20 
ant of the punishment of being sold to Egypt. In response to a demand of the 

,:,f the a.tt:r:tbute o:f.' justice, thE~ ten tribes were ptmished by being sent 

out of tho Garden. of Eden, according; to one leg;ond. "And when these souls (the 

tribes) left the Garden of Eden, they were given clothes, that i.s to say, the 

bodies of Tanaim, the Iforug;e Malchut who are known, rmd all of them were turned _______ ,._, __ "',.,_, ... _________ _ 
12. 

l •L 
0. 

14. 

Pirke de R. Eliezer, p. 292. Friedlander ed. 
Palestinian '.l'argum to Genesis 37: 28. 

Yalkut BeresMt, artioJ.e 142:1, p. 45a 

Metatron. ~f. J ,E. vol 8, p. 519 

Tanhuma. Vayyesheb2; 

(See following pag0 for 
notes 17 ,.20) 

15. Yalkut Reuben,, Vayyesheb 2. elf. Strack: Einleitung in 'l'almud and Midraa.h, p, 22~-$. 

16a. M.A.H.M. p. 444a; M,E.E. p. 440b. 
16. Yalkl..rt Mif:hle, article 929, f. 13J.d, Venice ed. cf. M.A.H.M. P• 44Gb. 

Here ag~tin the same note of endudng sin is struck as is presented in Ye.lkut 
Mishle. The a:ttribute of justice sugges-ts to God that because the children 
of In:r.a.el have sold Jos0ph and worshipped other gods, one righteous m1rn 
shall b.e pm'l.ished in c1verv iren£,,,...i,i•H ,......, 



60. over to slaughter exoep-l; Reuben. Re was not ·burned over to slaughter, because 

he did not agree to the selling of' J'oseph. He rent his garments because he did 

not find (Joseph in the pit when ho returned from the mountain, where he had gone ' 

l';l • .fter he hi:.,d adv:i.sed his brothers not to kill .Joseph, but to put him in e. pit), 21 

e.nd was rewarded measure for measure. But because he had advised that Joseph be 

put into the pit, he also was a not freed from the grasp of the pit,--whioh 
,, 22 

accounts for the seizing of' Reuben. In Ifacha.1.Q,t Rabm.ti is a story of the mar-

tyrdom of ten g;reat teachers, who are turned over to Sama.el, the protecting spfrH 

23 
of Rome for punishme!):t. The exact reason. for the execution of the ten is not 

g1.ven. 

Rabati, 

It is first :1.n Masechat Atsilot, which is very closely :related to Ht cha lot 

;,.. 

lhat reason is g;ivi::m for thfl martyrdom of the ten great toaohers, who 

were turned over for punishment to Sa:ma&l the proi;ecting spirit of Rome,to 

pay for the crime committed by Joseph's brothers, when they sold him into slavery. 

11 R.Ishmael said: It was on a Thursday when the bad news came from Rome, that 

:four men had been taken pd.sone:rs ,--namely R. S:i.mon b. Gamaliel., R. Ishmael 

b. El:lsha, R. IUiezer b. Dama, and R. Juda b. Baba ••••• As soon 1;1.s R.Nehhn:i:a ben 

Hakana realized it wa~1 a heavenly decree he arose and brought me down to the 

Merkaba. I directed a question to Suriel, the prince of appearanoer, and he told 

me that ten. had been designated and turned over to Sam~1el the protecting spirit 

oil'. Rome, with the words: Go forth and destroy the greatest spirits of Israel, 

the best and most noble, in order to f'uif:U the judgment. 'whosoever st.es.ls a 

man from the children of Israel and selJ.s him, or :i.i' he be i'oun.d with him, shall 

surely be put to death'. The children of Jacob stole Jo:seph and sold him; what 

( continued) 17: Yalkut Reuben\ - perek Vayyesheb. 

20. Pesikl;t:i. Rab(it:i., Perek K1 'l'lssa, 40a, b. 

21. Firke de R. Eliezer p. 292. 

22. Yalk1.1.t Reub0111, Vayyoshob. 155b, Warsaw ed. 

23. Heu.,aJ ot Rabat:i., p. 113b. 
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-
should be done to them? Therefore permission was given to Samael to decd;roy tan 

· ,, 24 
great men in their stead, to fulfill the judgment. 

The culmination of the gfowbh of the legend, giving the reason for the 

martyrdom of ten, is found in Midrash IUa Rskera, and its .., Q,'° "·""'' Maase Asara. 

Haruge. Malchut, and Asara Haruga Malchut. In these completely legendary accounts, 

the tapefftry of' fancy which was woven throughout the course of centuries aboui; 

the figures of martyrs, actual and imagined, was completed. And a colorful 

tapestry it was. 'l'he punishment of ten boct\use of' the viola.ti.on of the law in 

Ex. 2!16 by the ten brothers of Joseph comes now because (1) of the demcnd of 

the attribute o.f' jusi:ice upon God that no letter of His law be abrogated, and 

because ( 2) of a desire on the part of God to humble the pride of Israel,· a 

pride which caused the ,Jews to think that the existence of great ·teachers re

placed the loss of the '.L'emple. God puts the desi.re in the heart oi' tho Roman 

k:i.ng to bE~ instructed in Jewhh lore by the great teirnhers,-whereupon the k:i.ng 

learns of the existence of the law in Ex. 21: 16, the violation o:f.' which by the 

brothers of Joseph had never been punished, and he decrees therefore the de

struction of ten sages in the s-t-,ead of the ten brothers. 'I'he ini'JtJrmatlon that 

the decree against the martyrs is of divine origin is received by R. Ishmael 

who ascends to heaven to find out why the Roman emperor had ordered the martyrdom 

of' ten. 24 r;1.. 

The legend giving the reasons i'or the martyrdom of ten, is as follows: 

11When at the time of creation, God made the tre~ they prided themselv·es on 

their stature, and raised themselv·es higher and higher. Bu:t when God subse

quenU.y made the metal iron, they humbled themselves, and exclai.med: Woe unto 

us, for now God has crE:3ated the instrument wherewith we shall bf1 out down. in 

li.ke manner, af-l:;er the clestru0t:i.on of the Temple, immodest ones among the Jews 

24. Ma.sechfft AtsHot, P• 449b. 

24a. M.JJ;.F.:. pp. 440b. 44.ls.. 
I 

M.A.H.M. PP• 443b) 445a; A.H.M. p .448b. 

I 

I 
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62. exal't,ed -\:Jiemsel ves, and said: 1/'Jhat htw·e we lost by the derrl:.:ruction of the Temple? 

Beho11B. we have among us sohoJ.ars, who are able to 1ead the world. by means of the 
• 4) r::: 

'l'ora and its conrr11andments. ,,,J · Inunedia:!:;ely, God put it into the heart of the Romen 

king to make a study of the law of Moses, thru the sr:1ges and elders of the time. 

In the quurse of his study, he came acro:,w the verse in Ex. 21:16, which says: 

'And he that stealeth a inan and selleth h:i.m ••• shall surely be put to death. 1 He 

at once gave orders to fill his palace wi'f:;h shoes 26 and sent for ten sages of 
27 

Israel Having come before ·h.i/m they were seated qn golden s-t.ools. He addressed 

them thus: I hrwe a profound question of law to ask you, and answer m1;J according 

to law, truth, and ;.judgment. '.l'hey said to him: Speak. He said: With regnrcl to 

one who st0aleth a man ••• and selJ.eth him, what is ·the law in such a case? 1'hey 

answem: 11 '1.'he 'l'ora says that such a man shall surely be put. to death. Then he 

said to them: If this be so, you oug;ht to suffer the penalty of' death. 'ren us 

why: they se,id. He answered: Becaust7 of the selling of' Joseph by his brethren. 

Rad ·bhey been alive, I should have passed sentence on them, but as they are not 

alive, you must be~1,r the sins of your .fathers. 11 28 'l.'he rabb:i.s asked for, and 

received three days grace, during which, at their request~ R. Ishmael ascended 

to heaven, to :f.'ind out whether the decree of the king was of divine orig:i.n or 

no·t. Arriving in heaven, having baen carried there by a wind, after pronouncing 

the :i.nef:f'able mune, R. Ishmael was met by Gabriel., and hE) asked him whether or 

29 
not the decree against the sages had the sanction of heaven. The following 

discussion ensued: "o my son, Ishmael, by ·t.hy life, I have indeed heard from behind 

the curtain that t:1'rn:: ten of the sages of Israel wer(➔ to be handed. over f'or slaughter, 

into the power of the wic:kecl kingdom. R. Ishmael asked him; why? He answered: 

"w:":~·-· cf, Mi.drash Bere~it.Rib~·--·6*;10 11Vfuen iron ~;;;:;;~t:cl:· .. the trees began to 

b. 

tremble. Why are you trembling: asked the iron? Give me none of your wood, 
and no one of you will be injured. tt 'rhis seems to be the basis of the 
parable in Mid. E.E. p. 440b. 
cf M.A.H.M. p. 444a. 

26. cf M.A.H.M. P• 444a 

I 

2~. of a. M.A.H.M. p. 444,ti. The king; sumrnons R. Simon b Gamaliel t.:i.nd his companions. 
b. A.H.M. p. 448a 

28. Mid. E.E. p. 440b; M.A.H.1\T. pp. 44,3a - 444,b; A.I-I.H. p. 4,48b. 

29,1;t, J'\.E.E. • P• 440b; M.A.H.rl. P• 444b; Ishmael is first met by Gabriel; :t:s: 
a sentence. h-iter it is Metatro.n whom he meets, o.nd to whom he speaks: 
A,H.M. p. 448 - IshmnAl ·i"' ,,.,,,~. i.. •• ''-"· ' 

1 
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63. Because o:f' the selling of' Joseph by his brothers. For the attribute of 

just ice complained daily before the throne of' Glory saying: Hast 'l'hou writ·ten 

in 'Ehy 'l'ora one Jetter which Thou dost intend to abrogate? Behold the tribes 

which sold Joseph, have not yet been punished by Thee, nor have their descendants 

been punished. '.l'herefore the decree we.s issued a,gainst the ·ben so.ges of Israel 

to turn them over to slaughter, thru the wicked kingdom. R. Ishmael said to him: 

Has not God found punishment for the selling of Joseph ere this, that he must 

exact it from us now? Gnbr:i.el replied: · By thy life, Ishmael, my son, from ·the 

day on which the ten tribefJ sold Jo~10ph, God has not found unto this day ten 

such righteous men to exist in one generation, equal to those of the ten tribes, 

1130 and ·therefore God now exacts punishment from you. 

'fhus in Midrash EJ.e Esker a and in Maase Asari;i. Haruge Malchut $ and Asara 

Haruge Malchut, the legend g:i.ving ·!:;he reasons £'or the fixing upon ·ten as the 

number of martyrs is completed. '.!.'he parable about the trees ancl the iron in 

Midrash J.i:le Esker a and in Maase Asara Iforug;a MaJ.chu:t is an enti.rely new feature; 

while the as.ne nt of' R. Ishmrn.el into heaven, his discussions ·wi:bh Gabriel, or 

Metatron, the detailed demand of the attribum of justice for punishment for the 

sin comrnitted by Joseph I s brothers, are developments upon the material pre

sented ln He.cha.lot Rabati, and Masechet Atsilot. 31 While in the Heche.J.ot Rabati 

. :31 
and Masr;het AtsiJ.ot, it fi.rst speaks of the selzure of .four men on a 'rhursday, :l.n 

Asara Ha.rut~e Malchut, 
32 it speaks of the summoning; and trial of R. Simon b. Gam-

a 
al:i.el and h:i.s companions on/rr'hu:rsday. Midrash E1e Eskera and Maase 6.sara Haruge 

Malohut do not mention the seizure of the martyrs on a certain day, but speak 

merely of ten martyrs, whom the king summons. It is to be noted that the reasons 

29.b. Masechot Atsilot p. 449b; H is to Suri.el to whom Ishmael direc-t:;s his 
questinn. 

3Qa. M.E.E. p. 440b; M.A.H.M. P• 445a; A.H.M. p. 448b, 
b. According to Recanati: perush, Pe:r.ek Vayyeshab, and Sha1shole'I:; Ha-Kabala 

31a, each of' the ten martyrs was killed .for a certain ·tri.be. 
c. Of. Yalkut Reubern; :e~rel-€, Vayyeshab, p. 165b, Warsaw Ji:d1:tion. The ~xttribute 

of justice denumded thHt the ten ·bribes be punished for parti.cj.pa:cing 
(see next; page) 

6:y? 
,
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64. for th,:i execution of the martyrs in these sources is totally diffi:n·ent from 

reason 
·Lhatt,given in Talmud:lc sources. In the earlier Talmudic sources, individual 

teachers are martyred because of the:1 r disobedience to Roman la:ws, enacted 

: aga:i.ns-t their religion. In these la1,er sources, in H~C..h<.\1'ot Rabat:i., Masechet 

Atsilot, Mid.rash F.le Esker.a, Maase Asara Haruge Ma1chu1~, and Asare Haruge Malchut, 

the reason for the martyrdom of ten becomes entirely legendary, being punish-

ment for the sin incurred by ,Joseph I s brothers, when they sold him into sJ.1:w-

ery. gven in thes0 later sources, however, some of the legends concerning indi

vidual m1u .. t;yrs retain reasons for martyrdom similar to t110SJ/llf' earlier sources. 

Zunz points ou:t the possibility of' the number ten wh'.;:;,ch legend fixes upon 

as being the number of the martyrs, being; due to events occurring in the days of 

the ZeaJ.ots, when, according to one source, ten were killed. 11And Simon, the 

murderer, killed ten righteous men, members of his family, because they had 

protested ag;ainst the death of the scribe, Aristaas. u34 

------ .. ----------------
30c. in the sale of Joseph. So they were driven out of the Garden o:f' :!!~den. 

11 and when these souJ.s went out from the garden of Eden, they were given 
clothes, that is to say, the bodies of the Tamdm, the Haruge Ma1chut, 
who are known; e.nd all of them werE) turned over to the serpent for 
slaughter." 

31. Hechalot Rabati p. 113b; M1;1.sechet At:s:ilot p. 449b. 

32. A.ll.M. P• 448a. 

34. o,• Zunz: S. P-... M. p. 141, end. 
b, Josephus G.5:rionides, p. 791. 
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3. VF;NGEANCB TH:&;ME 

In Midrash l!~le F;skera, Maase Airnra Haruga Malchut, and Asara Haruge Mal

chu·t, as well as in Masechet AtsUot ahd He.ohalot Rabati, there is largely devel

oped the theme of vengeance, vengeance to be wreo.ked by God ageJ.nst the .Romans, 

for tho martyrdom of His righteous ones. 'l'here is not a sj_ngle account in Mid

rash I;;le ll<~skera or in its variants, according to which the indivldual martyrs 

do no·t assure the Romtan emperor of.' punishment in store for him. In legend, at 

least, could the Romans be made to pay f'or the persecutions and martyrdoms they 

inflicted upon ·bhe Jewish people during the period of ·the Hadrianio persecutions. 

'.['he theme of vengeance to be exacted from Rome, is treated completely in He

chalot Rabati and Midrash El~ Eskera. 

The ten martyrs were designated for execution because of the dem~;nd of.' 

the attribute of justice that ten righteous men be ma.de to pay f'or the crime 

•1.5 
committed by the brothers of Jorrnph, when they sold him into slavery. 0 God 

accordingly turned over the ten into -t.he power of S:amael, protecting spirit of 

Rome, bu·t gave him the choice of free int~ them, or of' bej_ng t e:rribly plagued, ii' 

he p0rmi tted them to be executed. Sama.el was de·termined that the ten righteous 

men should be executed, and it was declared therefore that vengeance would be 

exacYted from him. Punisbment inflicted upon Samuel, meant of course punishment 

inflicted upon Rome and Romans, 11 R. Ishmael said: A11 possible warnings and 

threats were directed against ·the wicked Sama.el. Ifo however answE)red: I take 

everything upon my.self'; but these ten great men of Israel must .be destroyed. 

Thereupon dj,d Soharariel, the Lord, God of Israel, become so angry agains·t Sama.01, 

·bhat he should aocep·t upon h:i.mself' all those ·teachers, that he did not take ·the 

time to say to the scribe: Write down the worst punishments, and the most terrible 

and fearful and destructive plagues against wicked Rome, but He, HimseJ.f, took 

35, Pirke de. R. Eliezar.p. 292. Maseohet A-tsilot. p. 449b. He.chalot Rabati, 
p. 113b; M.B.E. p. 441a; M.A.H.M. p. 444a; A.H.M. p. 448a. 
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66. pen in hand, and wrote down the following punishment. For the day oi' revenge 

which inevitably is put aside for Rome, will a cloud appear ovllr wicked Rome, 

which for six months long will send down hail upon man and beast, EJilver and 

gold, :fruit and all implements. Then another oloud will take its place, and for 

six monthr, wi.11 send down evil leprosy and disease, and all imaginable plagues 

upon wicked Rome. Indeed matters will come to such a pass, that each man will 

say to his ne:tghbor: }fore is ·wicked .Rome, and everything in H for a penny. 

Whereupon the person to whom the offer is made wHl answer;. I don't oare for H. 

Said H. Ishmael: When I came and made known this testimony fr.om before the throne 

oi' glory, all the companions re,ioiced, and made that day before Nehunia b. Hakana 

a day of feasting and rejod:oing. Fm·thermore said Nas:1. in his rejofuoing:. let 

us have all kinds of music., and drink wine, s:i.nce God is bound to exact. ven

ge~mce from Rome, and perform. wondrous J.y against her. 

Said R. Ishmael~ What did ·the heavenly Bet-Di.n do in that hout? The com~ 

m.and was given to the angels of' destruction, who descended, imd brought such 

complete destructi.on u.pon Lup:i.nus, the emperor thu± · · there remained not a sin•• 

gle refugee in his palace. Hu.fa., the wife of hls youth, his maid-servants, and 

all his concubines were killed; all his chilclren, all the members oi' his house, 

were killed and burnt. Said R. Islunael: What did they do to tha·b wicked per-

son? 'fhey confounded him with his dead, because they were lying before him. 

When any one stretched forth his hand to take any of the dead of Lupinus, the 

wicked, a pit would seize him; f.J.Ud when he drew back his hand, the p:i:t would 

release him, 'l'hey were lying before him, and gave off an awf'ul stench. And he 

became asho.med, because of the princes who entered his presence and left. 1136 

A much simU.ar account j_s :f:'ound in Midrash Ele Eskera, where the reason 

given for vengeance taking is somewhat different. God's wrath was kindled against 

Same.el because he became boast:f'ul o.f his powers, when he siwr that ·the decree 

36. Ifocha.lot Rabati. p. 113b. 
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6'7. against the ten sages was about to be promulgated. God thereupon demand(~d •that 

Samael release the ten se.ges, or suffer all kinds of im.ag:lnable plag;ues. Sam

e.el :refused. God then summoned hi.s scribe Metatron, and didtated the punishment 

3'7 for Home. 11When Samael, the w:tcked one, saw that God was about to seal the 

decree turning over the ·ten righteo,us ones into the power of the wicked kingdom, 

he rejoiced greatly, and became boastful, saying: I have conquered Michael, the 

prince. Immedia:tely the anger of God burned against SamaeJ., and He saj_d to him: 

No, Samael, either you shall free from slaughter the ten sages of Israel, or 

you shall take upon yourself for all future time the plaguex of' leprosy; one 

of the two you must accept. Samael ·l;he wicked said to Him: I shall not deHver 

the ten rigM,eous from slaughter, and I shall accep-c upon myself 'l'hy decree, 

as Thou hast spoken. Immediat'ely the an.gen of God was kindled against Samael, 

and he had not finished speaking, before God summoned Metatron, the scribe, ·l:;he 

great prince, and said ·to him: Write down and seal for six months, plar:;ues ~ 

leprosy, risings, scabs, inflamations, withering, and evil boils, against wicked 

Home; and brimstone and fire again.st man and bea,,rt, silver and gold, and all 

which they have. Until one man will say: Here, take Rome, and all that is in H 

for a penny, and his companion. will answer: I do not care for these things, :s:0 

as I cannot enjoy them." 38 

The grim di.stress of Rome, such as is depicted in these two legends in 

Heohalot Rabati, and Midrla.sh Ele Eskera may be based upon actual fact, l:'Elflect

ing oocurrenoes during the second half of' the s:i:x:th century, when the l.ongd:la:r.ds 

invated Italy. 11 To picture the desG>,~ ation o.f Rome in the first epoch of Byzantine 

rule, when the people were torm~,nted with hunger and. thirst, and in constant 

fear of the sword of' the \.ong,bard:3 1---the deeply stirred imagination may make 

an effort, but the strength is la.eking; to present such a terrible and demonic 

• 1139 nightmare. And legend, awi:i.re of the downfall and dlsintegra'tion of the Roman 

J~mpfre, read into Rome I s misfortunes the visitation of d:i'vi.ne punishment :Cor the 

martyrdom of tho ten sages. 

37. In Hechalot Haba-H, p.ll3b, God wrote down the pun1shrnent of Home, Himself. 

38, M.E.E. p. 441a 
39.a Philip Bloch: Rom und die Mystil<ar der Merkabah, p. 1.18 

b. Bloch quotes from. Gr0gorovious I Ilistorv oP +,h,,, Shd-~ ~+> 

1 

I 



''I 

68. 

B. - AC'l'UAL MARTYRS IN LEGI~ND 
***************************** 

1. R. Sj.mon an.d R. Ishmael 

'I'he names of. only five martyrs are men·i::;ioned by all the later sources1 

dealing with the martyr l0gend. ~:hey are .R. Simon, R. Ishmael, R. Aki ba, R. 

Ffanania b. i'eradion, and R. ,Tucla b. Baba. 2 That these were actual1y martyred 

at var:i.ous times during the reign of Hadrian, has been shown. It has been seen 

how already in times shortly following their executions, legend had begun to 

weave garments of phantasy about them. During; the course of the centuries 

intervening between the period when the '.L'almudic J.itera:bure we.s being composed 

and compiled, flnd the period during which the later sources dealing with the 

martyr legend were writteiydown, the legendary accounts concnrrning; the nmrtyrs 

:e:ontinued to gr.·owii added details, new feo.tures, be:tng constantly inoorporated. 

'fhe growth of the leg;endary accounts concerning R. Simon and R. Ishmael 

seems to have bee1i particuhi.rly rapid. 'rheir dea-1:;hs are briefly alluded to in 

'7. 

the Midrashim to '.Cehillim and Echa. 0 In Hechalot Rabati, they are mentioned, 

among ·the four prominent men, who were taken captives by the Roman authorier:i. 4 

The first complete legend concerning the deaths of n. 81.mon and R. lshm~1.el is 

found in Masechat AtsHot. "At the foot of' the mountains were two caver:J oppo

site each o·bher., i.n one of which lay buried R. Ishmttel b. EHsha, and in the 

second of which lay buried his companions, who were of the Asara Haruglil J\,falchut. 

Now when R. Simon b. Gamaliel and R. Ishmael were going out to be kilJ.ed, R. 

Si.mon b. Ganw.liel said to R. Ishmael: My heart goes out, because I do not know why 

1. Zunz: G,V. p. 148 

2. Midrash l!:cha 2 :4,6; Yalkut Echa p. 167a, Venice ed:i.tion; Mid:rash 'l'ehillim 
9: i:3 _; Midrash 'l'eh:i.lHm f• 92d, Venice edition; He.cha.lot Rabati, p. 116b; 
M.E.F.:. P• 44J.b; M.A.H.M. p. 444a; Mp.sechet At,sUot p. 44,9b; Perush 

Lekach '11 0-v to Megilat Shir Ha-Shi rim PP• 14, 15. 
3.a. Midrash '.rohiflim 9:1~~; M:i.d1~ash Echa 2:4-6 Yalkut Echa 167a,Venice Edition. 

b. Zunz: S.P. d. M. p. 140. 

4. Hechalot Rabati p. 113b: l\fo.r;echet Atsi1 ot p. 449b. 
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69. I am to be killed. Said .R. Ishmael to him: Did ever a man come to ymi for judg

men·b, while you were putting on your '.L'alith, or drfoking; your cup, or pui.~·Ung 

on your shoes ( whom you meanw~ ile kept waj_t ing)? 1'he Tora says: I 
If thou afflict 

him 1 • And a great affliction and a small one are ·bhe same~ It is also written: 

1My anger .s:halJ. burn, and I shall kill you with the sword. 1 R. S:i.mon b. Gamaliel. 

repli.ed: 'You have comforted • 116 me. 

The legend concerning; the deaths of R. Simon and R. Ishmael is found i.n 

its completed form in Midrash Ele Eskera, and in its ve.riants, Maasa Asara Haruge ,. 

Malchut, i:md Asara Haruge Ma1chut. 11 Irnmediately .R. Ishmael descended (from 

heaven), and reaching the earth, told his companions Uw:t the decree had been 

determined upon, and written, and sealed. And while they on the one hand com-

plained that so harsh a. decree as this had been determined upon, they rejoiced, 

on the other hand, that (l-od had considered them, by reason of their ru:gl:rteousness 

and goodness, equal to the ·tribes. 6 'l'hoy were sitting in pairs, R. Ishmael the 

high priest, and R. Simon b. Gamaliel; R. Akiba and R. Hanan:i.a b. Teradion; R. 

Elasar b. Shamua. and R. Jesh.ebab, the scribe; R. Ifan1.na b. Hachina'r, and R. 

Judah b. Baba; R. Huzpith, the interpreter, and R. Juda b. Dama. The king 

entered, followed. by all the nobJ.es of Home. He asked: Who is ·Lo be k:'Llled first? 

R. Simon b. Gamaliel so.id: I am a Na.si, son of a Nas:i., of the seed of David., King 

of Israel, pead.e be upon h:i.m; I would be slain first. R. Ishmael, the high

priest, said to him: I am a high-priest, the son of a high pd est, of the seed 

of Aaron, the pr:1.est, I would be slain first, and let me not witnesr, the death 

of my companion. '.I':hen said the kin{;: This one says, I wish to be kil.1ed first, 

and this one says, I wish to be killed :('irst. './.'his being the case, cast lots; 

5. :Masechri: Abs Hot p. 449b. 

6.a.C~-A.H.M. p. 44•9a 

6.b Cf. M.A.H.M. p. 44,Go... 



'10. '.L'h.ey did so, and the lot fell upon R. Simon b. Gamaliel. 

The king commanded that his head be cut off; and they did so. R. Ishmael 

took the head, and placed it between his knees, crying over it bitterly, exclaim

ing: Alas fo:r the la:vv, and a&as for ii.ts reward. 'rhe tongue, which was in the 

habit of explaini.ng the law in seventy different ways, now licks the dust. And 

ho oon~j_n,ued to weep D.nd lament over H. Simon b. Gamoliel. 'l'hereupon the k:i.ng 

said to him: Instead of weeping over your companion, you had better weep over 

yourself. R. Ishmael replied: I do bewail myself a:t the thought that my com

panion was above me in the knowledge of the To:ra, and in wisdom. And I weep 

also, because he preceded me in :·" re&tchi.ng the throne on high. WhiJH~ he was 

thus speak] ng, weeping, lamenting rmd wailing, the king I s daught,~r looked out 

of her window and gazed upon the beau·tiful face of R. Ishmael, ·the h:i.gh-priest. 

Her tender feelj_ngs ov·ercame h.tn· on his behalf', ond she sent to lwr fECther, ask

ing him to grant her one request and petition. The king sent back word: 0 my 

daughter, whatever thou shalt say, will I do, except ·that having to do with R. 

Ishmael and his comrades. She then sent back word, saying: I beg o:f.' you to 

sf;,ve h1.s life. He rppl:l.ed: I hi;we sworn. 'rhen she said: If this be so, I beg 

of you to give orders to strip the skin from the face of Ishmael. When they 

reached the spot, where he vm.t:i wont to place ·the TefilH.n, he cried out a great 

and bitter cry, at wh:Loh both heaven and .earth shook. He cr:i.ed out a second time, 

and then even the throne of God I s glory trembled. Meanwh:i.lEi, ·the ministering 

angels spoke before God: A pious man such as this, to whom 'l'hou didst show: all 

tlrn hidden tlneasurer:1 of the world, and moat oi' ·those above and below, sh1;1.ll he 

die in so tE~rrible a manner? A death worse than tr1E1 death of the wicked? Is 

this the '.I'ora, and this the reward? God. replied to them.: Leave him alone; this 

meri.tod.ous act:i.on shall stand for generf.d-;fons after him. What am I to do for 

my son? It has been decreed, and none can annul it. Thereupon a Bath Kol went 

i'orth rmd soid: If. I hear one further sound of complaint, I shal1 reduce the 

whole world to a state of wastE~ and desolation. When l&. Ishmael heard this, he 

became siJ.ent. '.l'he king se.id to hi.m: All along thou didst not weep or cry, and 



71. now thou criest? He replied: not f'or my own l:i.f'e do I cry~ bu'l:; on o.ccount of the 

commandments of the Tefillin whi.oh hr.we departed from me. Said the king: Hast 

thou still faith in God? He replied: L-v(:m tho I b,:i put to death, I shall trust 
., 

in Him. With these words his soul depar:h:od. 11 

The f'ollowing; legend concerning the deaths of R. Simon and R. Ishmael 

are found in '.l'obiah b. EHezer I s 11Perush Ilekuch Tov ·to Megilat Shir Ha-Shirim11 • 

11 '1'hus went out ·!;he nsm<:J of the righteous in the place where they were killed for 

the sanctification of the name of Goel; &mil: such as R. Simon b. Gamaliel, the 

prince of Isr1,tel, and R. Ishmael b. Elisha, the high priest, son of a high priest. 

When the soldiers came, in.,the days of the wicked government, and found them sit

ting in the ooud; YfArd, occupied wi-bh the laws of Passover, they arrested them, 

and brought them before the king;. When he came to k:i.11 R. Simon b. Gamaliel, 

Ishmael said to hiro: By thy life, begin first, with me, that I may not witness 

the dEw.th of my companion, for I am a high-priest, the son· of. a. high-priest. 

When he turned then to kill R. Ishmael, R. Simon b. Gamaliel sa:i.d to Mm: 

Begin f'irr3t with me, .for I am a prince, the son of a prince. Immecli ately he 

cut off the head of R. Simon b. Gamal:i.el. When he sought to kill R. Ishmael, 

thi3 daugh·cer of the k:i ng requested that the skin be stripped from his face; 

fo:r. he was as beautiful as Joseph, the righteous. They stripped the skin from 

his ch:i.n to the place where the Tefi11in had rested. 'I'hus they (R. Simon and 

R. Ishmael) received upon themselves the ,iudgment, and died for the sanctif:i.oa-

8 
ti.on of the name of God. 11 

The account in Masechfft Atsilot concerning the deaths of n. S:i.mon and R. 

Ishmael seems to follow almost completely the account in Mahilta Mishpatim? 'rhe 

main difference being, ·!.;hat n. Sim.on of' th0 Mehilta becomes :l.n Masech0t Atdlot 

7. M.E.E. p. 441b. 

8. a. Perush Leke.ch 'l'ov to Megilat Shir HaShirim pp. 14, 15. 
b. Ot iJ .E. vol, J.2, p. 16~Jb; Strack: Einleitung in 'l'almud und Midrash. 

p. 224, g. 

9. · MechiHa Mishpatim c. 18. 



'12. R. Simon b. Gamali0l and he does not a.ddrtH1s R. IshmaeJ. as 
11
my toe.cher 11

, as he 

does in the lifohilta account. The editor of Masi:.me·b Atsilot having identifj.ed H. 

Simon as the son of GamaHel, and probably think:i.ng of him as the Nasi who lived 

in the days of' Titus, reoo1~nized the difficulty involved in haV':tng such a per

sonage address R. Ishmael as ":my teacher", and ·bherefore omHted ·bhese two 

words. Masechet Atsilot does not inch.1.de all of the material found in the Me

chilta acoount--the prophet me remarks of ~. Aki ba being 1ef't out. The only entfreJ.y 

new feature in the Masechet Atsi.lot account is the refEirence to the grave of 

R. Ishmael, and the grave opposite it, in which the other martyrs lay buried. 

1'0· l"E'.➔ t;1.son is given for thE, deaths of R. Simon and R. Ishmael, but it is evident 

from other parts of Masechet Atsilot that they were execui.~ed because of the 

crime committed by Joseph's brothc➔rs, when they sold Joseph irr'bo slavery. '.I.'he 

penalty of that crime was v-i.sited upon the heads of ten grei,.t men, among whom 
10, 

R. Simon and R. Ishmael were numbered. 

In M1.drash Ele Eskera., the legendary account concerning the deaths of 

R. Simon and R. -Ishmael is completed. From ·bhe untitled R. Simon and R. Ishmael 

of the Mehilta, 
11 

to the R. Simon b. Gamaliel and H. I shmae1 of Mase.ch~t Semachot, J2 

to the H. Simon b. Gamaliel, a Nasi, the son of a Nasi, and R. Ishmael b. Elisha, 

t-J. priest, the son of a high-pri.est, of Abot d£ R.. Natlmn, 
13 

to ·bhe R. Simon b. 

D · I Gamaliel, a Nasi, the son of a Nasi, of ·bhe seed of King avJ.cl, and R. shm.fte1 

b. Elisha, a high-priest, the son of a high-priest, of the seed of Aaron, ·bhe 

priest, of Midrash Ele Eskera, 
14 can the legendary dev,)lopment

0
fthe titles of 

these two martyrs be traced. The reo.son for their mar·byrclom is the Sf.ile of 

Joseph by his brothers, for which crime, ·bhey, runong :.ldu11 -t~en g;reat men, mus-b 

suffer. K • tl . f b 1·J- J • 1 1.h J • J.S newing 1e1r .: a- es, ·c wy comp .ain no onf,;er, as 'l,. e ear,.ier sources 

have them complain, one asking the othnr why m.wh should have been h:i.s fate, 

10. Masechet Atsilot p. 44,9b. 

11. MechtH,:1. Mishpatim c. 18. 

12. Maseche.t Semaohot c.8. 

13. Abot de R. Nathan c. 38, p. 43d 

14. Midrash Ele Eskera p. 441b. 

15. Mechilta Misphatim cl8; Mas_echet Semachot o.8; Abo·b de R. Nath.an c.38, 
p. 4-3d. 



73. and being told why by his companion, ·but they both complain and r<cJjoice. Com"· 

plain because j_t is their fate to bo crueJ.ly martyred, and rejofoe bec!:iuse God 

deemed them. to be the equal of the ten tribes. 'l'he lament of R. Ishmael o·ver 

16 the head of R. Simon is much more elaborate than in any previous source. 

The lament of H. Ishmael is not cut short by the executioner I s ax., as it is in 

1'7 
earlier sources. Bidden to weep for himself', rather than for R. Simon, H. 

Ishmael tells the king that he does weep for himself, but only because h:Ls 

companion is more learned in the '.l.'ora than he is, and had preceded him. to heaven. JB 

A new feature is irrtrocluoed :i.n '1lidn~ 1Ue Eskera, when hearing R. Ishmael I s 

cries of lament over the head of R. Simon, the king I s daughtEir looked out of her 

·virindow, and struck by :km.Ill: his bea1.rty is moved to interced(? for him with her 

father. 19 Failing to move her father, the princess begged that the skin of 

.R. Ishmael 's face be std. pped of, that she might always gaze upon it. 'rhe 

command to do so w-a.s given and card.ed. out. An element of great emotional appeiil 

is added in this connection, when it is toJ.d how H. Isbmael stoically bore the 

·torture of having ·the skin stripped from his face, until the spot was reached 

where he had been won-I:; to place the 'J:efilUn. Thon he cr:i.ed out once so greatly 

and bi t·terly that the earth shook~ and agn.in, so that the throne o.f God trembled. 

He desisted only when told by a heavenly voice that were he ·l:;o cry out once 

20 
more, the world would be destroyed. A power.ful ending to the legend con-

cerning the death of R. Ishmael is added :i.n Midrash Ele gskera, when in answer 

to the king I s quesU.on whetlier a.ftor all his suf'ferings he stiJ.l had falth in 

God, R. Ishmael asserted that fai"th with his last words. 21 'l'he ple1:1.s of the 

16. 

17. 

). 8. 

19. 

20. 

M.E.E. P• 441b; M.A.H.ll. P• 455a 

Abot da R. N_athan c.38 P.• 43d; Soder EHjahu Rabe. c. 30. 

a. M.E.E. p. 441b. 
b. In M.A.H.M. p. 445b it is the exeuutioner who bids .R. Ishnw.el to 

weep for himself. 

a. M.E.E. p. 441b; M.A.H.M. P• 445b; 
b. of. Avoda Zara llb; Hu1in 123a 

A.H.M. p. 449a. 

a. M.J<:.E:. p. 441b 
b. 0£ M.A.H.M. p. 445b. Gabr:i.ol 'bids R.Ishmael cease his cries. 

21. M.E.E. p. 441b. 



.. . , 

'"14. of the angels for H. Ishmael are similar to the pleas of Moses for H. Ak:Lba, 

when God had shown Moses the tragic end in s-bore for R. Akiba. 22 

Midrash Ele Eske:ra and Maase AsEJ.ra Haruge Malchut dwell at length upon 

the beauty of H. Isbmael. No one from ·bhe days of Joseph on, was so beau"l:d.f'ul 

as R. Ishmael. 23 Amon~~ the seven beautiful men of the world was H. Ishmael. 11 It 

is se.id with regard to R. Ishmael b. Elisha, the high-pd.E--)St, that he we.s of 

the seven beautiful men of' the world; and these are: Adam, Jacob, Joseph, Saul, 

Abraham, H. Abahu, and R. Ishmael. When they brought R. lshme,el to Rome, all 

the women who saw hlm had semit1al isrrnes. When he. was brought beJ'ore the king, 

the latter said to him: Are there any more like you among your people, · or are 

th0re any more bee.utif'ul than you? He repHed: No. Immedie:tely he ordered that 

he be Jd.11 ed. 11 24 

Aocording to Midrash .Ele Eskera when R. Ishmael WHS met in heaven by 

Gabriel, he was asked by him:"Art thou Ishmael, concerning whom day by day, the 

Creator utters the praise that He hEH~ a servant on earth resembling Flis ovm. 

appet":ire.noe :i.n brilliancy? 025 The following explanation is given for R. Ishmael's 

beauty. 11 It was said with regard to R. Ishmael, the high-pd.est, thi1t he was 

one of the)leven bee.utii'ul men in thE3 world, his face resembling that of the angel 

of the Lord of Hosts. When the greater part of the lii'o of his father Jose 

he.d passed, his wife said to h1.m: My husband how is H that I see so m~my men, 

whose seed have prospered, and who have children, whlle we have neither male 

nor female child as heir? R. Jose answered: Perhaps it is because their wives 

took more care of themselves, when they went out from the bath houses. Should 

anything improper happen to them ( after J.eaving the bath house), they would re

turn and bathe a second time, and therefore would be succerrnful with their seed. 

22. M.E.E. p. 441b; M.A.H.M. p. 445b. 
b. of. Menahot 29b. 

23. a. M.A.H.M. P• 445b. 
b. cf Yalkut R0ub0n1 p. G4b, Amsterdam edition. 11 1'he Soul of R. Ishmael is 

the soul of' Jof:E1pj1 and Adam. Thus he was very beautiful as Joseph was. 
Hence they str:i.pped the skin off his face, as the brothf)rs stripped off 
the coat. of ,Joseph. And just as ,Toseph was oawtured by the Egyptians 
so w1:1s he captured by the Romans, and rescued. ~f. Git·tin 58a. 

24. M.A.H.M. p. 445a. 
25. M.E.E. p. 440b. 

I 



75. She sa:td: lf• this is what prevents me, I shall be most ce.reful with regard to 

these things. When she ;vlisited the bathhouse the next tj_me and upon leaving 

it, met a dog 11 she returned and bathed a second time. When she left she met a 

pie; and she returned and b~tthed a third time, and so on, until she had bathed 8Q 

times. '.L'hen God said to Gabriel: 'l'his righteous women is putting herself to too 

much troublev Go and appear to her :tn the guise of her husband. Immediately 

GaJ~riel depftrted, and went down, and s~tt at the entrance of the bath house; 

and he appeared to her, according to the likeness of her husband, Jose. He 

took her hand, and led her to her house. 'l'hat night she became pregnant. And 

when Ishmael was given bir-bh to, he Wl'l.S as beautiful as Gabriel~ 36 How legend 

has labored. with the figure of R. Ishmael, making him finally a most heroic 

martyr, beautiful as the angels on high, a being half-divine! 

'rhe companion of R, Ishmael, R. Bimon, who was killed first, and for whom 

R. Ishmael mourned so bitterly,was,according to another legend contained in Maase 

Asara Haruge Malchut, not killed at all, bub escaped with his life. 11 The attribute 

of ;justice said to God: 0 Master of the World, the sons of Jacob have sold ,Joseph 

for twenty pi$ces of silver; and Israel has served seven gods, as it is said, 

And the children of Isfael oon·binued to do that which was ev:i.J. in. the eyes of 

the Lord. (,Tuclges 10:6) •••• You should punish on th:i.s account one righteous man 

in every generation. Thereupon God issued a decree against the ten elders, in 

the days of Tur.'ftus Rufus the wicked. Immediately he sent an offfoer to arrest 

R. Simon b. Gamaliel. That offioer came, and st.ood by the door and said: ll/.. 

Simon b. Gamaliel is sought after by the government. R. Simon b. Gamal:i.el heard 

·bhis, and hid himself. '.rhe officer went to him secretly, and said to him: 

If I save you, will you bring me into the l:i.fe of the world to come? R. Simon 

b. Gamaliel began to weep and said: There are some who,aoquire life in the world 

to come only af'ter many years, and some .acquire life in the world to come in one _________ ..,. ____________ ...., ___ _ 
26. <11.;M.E.E. PP• 440b, 441a. Ishmael b. Jose should be Ishmael b. Elisha. 

(b) cf. M.A.B.M. p. 444b. Here, fa-bher of Ishmael is reoognized a~being Eli.sha. 
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76. hour. The officer asked him! Do you agree to this? He repl:i.ed: Yes. Said the 

of'fi oer \ Swear to me. He swore to him. Then the officer went up to a roof', and 

threw himself from it, a.:q.d died.. Our rabbis say that whenever one of their ( the 

Ronian) officials dies (enforcing a decree), the decree becomes, void, A heaverily I 
voice went forth and saicl: 'I'hat officer is prepared for life in the world to 

0ome. 1127 

It does no·t seem likely that th:i.s legend of the escape of R. Simon b. 

Gamaliel is earlier in origin than the legend dealing with the deaths of R. 

Simon b. Gamaliel and .R. Ishmael b. lUisha, and hence contains a kernel of truth,~

nrotmely that R.Simon b. Gamaliel may hav-e beEm arrested once, and escaped) only 

to be arrested again and executed according to the narrative of other accounts. 

Not only are thetre the legends concerning the deaths of H. Simon and R. $shmael 

found in earlier sources, but the legend concerning the escape of R. Simon b. 

Gamaliel seems to be a naturHl development, coming later than the le(~ends deal-

ing with his death. It represents the natural desire on the part of ·bhe people, 

to s1we the Uves of their beloved heroes; to give a happy ending to the tragic 

details concerning; one of those who had been designated for martyrdom. At 

Jest in imag;ination could those, worshipped by the people, be thoi.1gh'b of as 

having escaped tragic ends. A similar legendary tendency, to save the Hves of 

those known to have su.f'f'e:red for their f'aith, is revealed in a legend concerning 

H. Hanania b. 'l'eradfon, who is snatched :Crom the ,jaws of dei"'th. 28 

29 Only in one other place, in Maase Asara Ha.ruga Malchut is the name of 

'.I.'-.r1,us Hufus mentioned.- in addiM.on to the mentioning of hi.s name in connection 

with the legend of the se.ving of· the life of R. Simon b. Gamdiel. Inall other 

parts of Maase. Asara Haruge Malchut, and in all of the later sources, is no men-

30 
tion of 'rurnus Rufus made. A Lupin.us is spoken :r L 1. 31 o , or a u 1am. Elsewhere 

n I) u 32 there i.s mentioned only the emperor of lome, 
• H uw or simply- the empe:ror. <X) 

~"it:A-:-n.1r~-;446b·--· ----------------------------
28. He<hhalot Rabati p. 114a 

29. M.A.H.M. P• 447a 

30. Hachalo·b Rabati, Pf. 113b, 114e.. 
31.a. A, (~• t'\, ~. q- ~-3Jb, 

(see next page) 



77. 'l'obiah b. Eliezar in Perush Lekach To,r to Meg:i.lat Shir-Ha-lhirim accepts 

completely· the legend concerning the deqths oi' B.. Simon and n. Ishmael. His 

account seems in part ·to follow the account in Abot da H. Nathan. 35 In Abot 

do H. Nathan, R. Ishmael b. Elisha tells R. Simon b. Grunaliel, who bemoans hi.s 

lot, that punishment has come to him, because he may have acted arrogantly while 

teaching h:l.s pupils, on the '!'emple mount. In Pe:rush Lekach '.fov to Megila:t Shir 

Hashirim, no explano.tion for tho.,-; lot is either sough-I~ or given by either R. 

R Simon. b. Ge.mal:lel or • Islun~tel b. Eli:sha; btrb as in Abot de R. Nathan, their 

activities take place in the temple preoints. Found expounding ·bhe laws of 

Passover in tho temple court, ·they were arrested, tried and condemned. This 

fact which is taken as .a cause of their arrest ,--their expounding the laws of 

Passover ,--was in Maase Asar1,:1. Haruge Ma.lchot, and Aso.ra Har uge Malchut, taken 

as consequence of their arrest. While awaiting execution, they p'i-ased. ,b;he time 

d . t'he 1 fl' 36 
e:x:poun 111.g a:ws o · • ass over. 

'.I'he acciouni; in Perush Lelrn.ch 'l'ov to Megilat Shir Ha••thirim. pos~esses the 

dramat:i.c portion., in which the ·two R(c1.bbis plead with the executioner to be 

killed fi.rst. R. Ishmael's full name in th:ts account is R. Ishmael. b. Elisha, 

a priest, son of a high priest. rt has also the graphic outlines of the story, 

developed in full in Midrash lUe Eskera, and its variants, of the stripping of 

·the skin from the face of R. Ishmael, beoauxe of the reques·t of the ki.ng I s daughter. 

Ishmael was as beautif'ul as Joseph, this accourrt briefly states. 

;IT'57-z'.ilnZ:S .J?. d. r.l:-p:-1,fi--;rlot0a:2un-z-• .. -y_;-;.;·1:i.ev0s that the name Lup:i.nuS:-whioh:-

33. 

34. 
35. 

is interchangeable with Rufinus, may s·band :for Hadd.a:n. (cf. Zahar, n~"".l-
P• 58b). He also bel:l.evws ·1:;hat Luphrus may possibly stand for 'rineus Rufus, 
the governor of Palestine during the period of the Haclr:i.anic .Persecutions. 

Midr. Ela Eske~a p. 440b. 

M.A.H.M. p. 44.-4a 
I :, 

Perus.h Lekach tov to ~vieg;1.1a:t! Shir Hashirim po. 14, 15 
Abot de R. Na·than c. 38, p. 43d. 

M.A.H.M. p. 445a; A.H.M. p, 449ij 



'18. 
2. R. AKIBA:. 

R. Aki ba is considered by all the le:ber sources to have. been one of' th'® 
1 

ten martyrs. The first fuJ.1 account dee.Ung with R. Akib.a, is found i.n Midraah 

Mishle. 2 This account he.13 simply taken some of the main Talmud.io passages t\.bo,1t 

R. Akiba., and incorporated them into one, unbroken story,,.:adding only an o..ooount 

of R. Akiba' s burial. 'l'hus it includes with out any change tho story found in 

Be:rakot 6lb, dealing with the warning given to him by Pappus b. Juda; the para

ble of ·the fox and the fishes he related tcfPap.pus b. Juda; the imprisonment of' 

both; the death-torture of R. Akiba; h:i.s telling his pupils how he oame to under

stand the meaning of 11with all your soul" and his dying wHh the word 11 eohod 11 

on his lips. Interspersed in this account is included the story found in EruTofum 

-
21b, where it is narrated how Joshua HaGarsi ser-ved R •. Akiba in pr:i.son, how the 

warden spilled out half of the water he was carrying to R. Ald.ba, and how R. 

Ak:i. ba instead of us:i.ng the little we:ter that was J.ei't, to drink,, utilized it to 

{ 
1. wash his hands. There is included also the story found in J. Berakot IX, 
j ·: 

14b ( and in J. Sota V, 2Oc) of how R~ Aki ba laughed wh:Ue 'be:i.n"@ tortured, and 

told 'L'O.n"us .Rufus who had acolU30d him of being either a magician or bem.t>.ing his 

torture with contumacy that he ·w-as neither a magician nor was he bearing his 

torture with contumacy. He laughed beoauJ>e he had discovered the meaning of 

the phrase 'to love God with a11 your soul 1 • Midrash Mishle adds th:ese new 

details;- that when Yorn K1.ppur approached, ,1oshua Hagarsi left H. Akiba and went 

homer that on Yorn Kippur day R. Akiba was killed; and tells how R. Aki'ba wi\s 

buried. Here legend has ereo.ted a story entirely new, and te11s in a drame:cic 

manner how and where R. Aklba was buried. "After R.Ak:i.ba died, they did not leave 

him for burial, but brought him baok to thE1 prison, where the j~tilor watched 

him. 'rhen came 1Hijah the Righteous, and stood at the door of Joshmt He..Garsi. 

He said to him: Peaoe be unto you, Rabbi. 'l'he latter answered: Pec1.oe be unto 

you, my ·beaoher and master. 'fJho are you? Are you in need of anything? I am a priest, 

---~ .. ,.,,, .. , --· ...... - .... - .... ~ .. --- . ___ ,.... .. _,._,~ ... --~~·--,;t<---·••'f'"""''n ... ~ .. ----~-~-... --............... ... 
1. fH~ p. 54 note 2 ( typewr:i:bten page 68) 

2. Midrash Mishle c.9 

i 
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79. A I A El:tjah repl:i.ed, · nd ·· have come to ti:Jll you that R. k:i.ba U~ies dead in the 

prison. Immediately both went there, :round that the doors of the prison were 

opened, and that the jarulor was asleep, a.nd that all the people of the prison 

were alseep. He put R. Ald.ba. upon a bed and went out. '.I'hen E:li,jah of blessed 

memory joined him and p,xt R. Akiba on his shoulder. When Joshua RaGarsi. saw 

this he s1dd to l<J1J.jah: My mastE}r, did you not tel1 me that you were a priest, 

and is not a priest forbidden to become unclean by reason of a dead body? EHjah 

answered: By thy life, H. Joshua, my son, far be :1t, for there is no uncleanliness 

among the righteous, nor among their pupils.. And they bore him all n1.ght long, 

2a 
until ·they oame to Antipatris of Caesaria. When they arrived there they went 

up three steps and down three, and a cave opened µp before them. They saw in it 

a oh[-d.r, a stool~ a table, a bed, and a candlestick. 'rhey pu·t R. Akiba on the 

bed and went out. 'l'hen the cave closed, and a light burned by the bed. When 

EJ.:tj13h of blessed memory saw th.is., he said, Happy are yo O righteous, and happy 

ye toilers in the Tora, and happy ye upon whom is the f'ear of heaven, for in the 

world to come, a place in the garden of Eden :i.s reserved for you; happy art thou, 

112b H. Aki.ba, who found for thyself so good a shel-ter in the hour of thy death. 

Maase Asara Haruge Malchut-§ontains the same material as Midrah Mishle c.9. 

wii.;h regard to the story of Jushua l\a-Garsi being forced to spill OU'b half of the 

we:ter he was bringing to R. Ak:i.ba and with regard. to H. Aki ba 's using whci.·t li·l:;tle 

was left to wash his hands, and also with regard to the burial of R. Ak:i.ba, whose 

body was ·taken from the prison house by El:i.jtah and (foilihua HaGarsL It contains 

however some additional elemen-bs. rnH~jah reveals his identity to Joshua Ha 

Garsi, who in the Midrash Mi shle account seems to have been unaware of :i:l:;. It is 

said, furthermore, a.ocord:i.ng to Maase. Asara !foruge Malchut tha:b when the body oi' 

R. Ald.ba wan: broughb out, rows of ministering angels mourned for him, and tha:i:; 

the road on which glijah and Joshua Ha-Garsi carried the body was lighted with 

3. 

_____ , .. __ .... , _______ .,..,_, ____ ..._., ______ ~-·------------
C:(!Buber's MidrashMishle c.9,p. 62. note 18. 
Midrash Mishle o.9 

M.A.H.M. P• 446b, p. 447a 

I 



80. a brilliancy similar to tlrn:t of the firmmnent. The body was brought to a pa

vilion of Caesa:ria3a where after descending 3 steps and 1owcending six steps, 

a cave was :revealed, conb:tining also a bed, table, chair and oandtl.o.bra. This 

account does not say that R • .A.k:iba was placed on the bed, but contains the remark

able statement ·!:;hat Joshml Hagarsi refused to leave the cave, until El:i.,jah told 

him whom the bed was fo:r. EJ.i,jah told h1m it was fox• the wif'e of '1\iltt\1.\1 Rufus, 

the wichxl. ~:here has been mention of ·!:;he relationship of H. Akiba and the wife 

of 11\1.ttav.s Rufus before in the comment of RasM. 1 who narrates a legend, according 

to wh:i.ch R. Alciba told ·the wife of '.l'd.nnus &ufus that he was destined to marry her.4 

The statemen·ts in Maas11 Asara Har.uge Malchu-t and Midr.ash Mishle that H. Ald.ba 

was buried in a cave in Caesaria. 1 may be based upon thc,tstatemerrt made j_n Maseche.t 

Seniachot ·bhat he was killed there. 5 

The story of the burial of H. Akiba, is also contained in Mid:rash Ele 

5a · Eskera. There it is told that Elijah had borne R. Ak:i.ba on his shoulder :for 

a dirrt:.ance of five pt:1.1:\0:sp;~,~, when he was met by R. Joshua Ha-Garsi. In responsi1 

to a question whe-ther being; a pdest H was not forbidden t'o:r him to touch a dead 

body, JU:i.jah ·!:;old R. Joshua Ha-Qarsi that the bodiefl of the pious do not cause 

def'i lement. R. Joshua accompanied Eliji~h, until they came to a beautiful ce:ve, 

in which they found a couch, il.nd a 1it~hted candle. Elijah ·book R. Ald.ba by the 

head and R. Joshua took him by the fe<:rt, and they put him on the couch. 

After the angels had bewailed the death of R. Akiba fo:r three days and nights, 

Elijah took him and brought him up to a seat on high. '.l'here all the souls of' the 

p:i.ous and sainted ones assembled to listen to the disquisitions whi.ch R. Aki bu 

5a gave. The details in this acoou.rrb are somewhat blurred ove~·. '.f:hey are not as 

----·-----------------
3a. 

4. 

1,a. 
b. 

·~ '" .. ,.,.,_,. .... } 

Of. ~U~_:'..t'f.:(Mi(l:rash Mj_ shJ.e, fo • 9 11 P• 62, note 18. 

HasM., Nedarim 50b ~,, r 

Ma~. Semaclwt c.8. .Q}} /."-"v·J·•ir 
~f. l½:he·:r-!s Midrash Mishle c.9. p. 62, note 18. 

5. a. Midr. Ela Eskera p. 442 a 



81. 1:1ompl0te as those in Midrash Mish.le c.9 or in I-10.ase Asara Ha1·uge Malohut. Witha.t·b 

being told, according to the acc}ount in Midrash E1e Eskera, R. Joshua Ba-garsi 

knew Elijah as a priest, whereas in the pt·e1.d.ous accounts, .i:NxMilll:x Elijah told 

R. Aldba that he was a priest. According also th the account in Midrash Ele 

Eskera, liJli,jah was already bearing the body of' I?.. Akiba on his shoulder, when 

R. ,Joshua Ha-Garsi met him. It is to be noticed that the ,Toshua Efo.-@arsi of' 

Uidrash Mishl.e, and Maase Asara Harue;e Malchut, become1 in M:i.drash EJ.e Eskera, 

R. Joshua Ifo.-Garsi. 

With regard to ·the disquisitions car:ri.ed on by R. Akiba in heaven, Midrash 

EJ.e Eskera tells that on the day when R. Elasar b. Sh.amua was killed, his pupils 

asked him what he saw. He ·told them that he saw R. Aldba and R. Juda b. Baba 

enp;aged. in a debateJ 0·1rer questions o:f' the Halaclw.,--a debate decided in R. Akiba I s 

favor by R. Ishmael, the high--priest, R. }Uasar b. Sh.amua told his pupUs fur

thermQre., that he saw the souls of the righteous purify:i.ng ·themselv-es, in order 

·to en{~er the heavenly abode., and listen ·l::o the disquis:i:/lbns of' Aki"ba. 6 

In addition to ·l::he detaHs of' the burial of' R. Akiba, the account in M:i.d.

ra.sh TI:J.e Eskera cono<'.lrnhJ.e; him, deals with his imprismmwnt and execution. 11And 

after him (R. Ishnw.el) they brought; out R. Akiba b. Joseph, who used to inquire 

into the meaning of' the crowns of. the, letter irythe 'l'ora, as they were given ·bo 

Moses on Mt. Sinai. When they brought R. Akiba out to be killed, a message 

came to ·the emperor, in.forming him that the king of' Arabia had invaded Ms land. 

He war~ compelled to go out against him. He commanded that R. Akiba be imprisoned 

until he returned from ·the war. When he returned from th(~ war he commanded that 

R. Aklba be t'lllil!X brought out. '.l'hey raked his flesh with iron combs., H. Akiba, 

reciting meanwhile: '·1'he Lord is righteous, the Hock, per.fee-I:; :i.n His work, for 

all His ways are justice. A God o:r fe.ithf'ulness and wi"l::hout iniquHy, just Rnd 

right is He. A heavenly voice went: out 1.:1.nd said: Happy art Thou, R • .Akiba, who 

wert righteous and upr:tght, and whose soul- depi~rtod with the words: Justice 

and righteousness. 117 This legend seems to bear out what has previously been 

E 6. M.E. '. p. 443b. 

7. a. M.E.E. p. 442a 
b. at Menaho·I:: 29b, where M0 ses sees Akiba "explaining every letter of the 

lr.rnr11 +l--.~.,, ~n --~-'---
1-••···· 



82. 

~------------·-
found to be true; that R. Akiba spent some time in prison before he was executed. 

According to 'l'obiah b. E:1:i.ezer in Pe1msh Lekaoh '.l.'ov to Mreg:tlat Shir- Ifo.--~hiri:m, 

R. Akiba was imprisoned for twenty years, during wh:i.ch time he was tortured by 

having pointed quills shoved und(~r h.is i':i.nger naHs. At the end of that time 

he was brought out and killed, dying with the word 11 Echod" on his 1:i.ps. · 8 

8. Perush Lek:Rch '.Pov to Megilat Shir Ha.-sh:t:rim, p. 15., 

I 

' 



83. 3$ R .. HANANIA B. '.I'ERADION. 

R. Hanania b. Te:radion was recognized by all of the later sources as hav-ing 

been a martyr. 1 'rhe account of the seizure 1 and e:x:eoution of R. Hanania b. 

Teradion d.s given in Avoda Zara2 is repeated with practically no changes what-
3 

soever in Midrash Ele Eskera. The details concerning his being seized for 

holding public asseniblies., and studying the Tora, his being wrapped in the scroll, !;j 

and bc➔ ing; burnt wmth it, the placing of damp wool on h:l.s heart, the acts of the 

executioner, the telling of seeing the letters fly away, are the same :i.n both 

accounts. The difference being that instead of asking his daughter why she weeps, 

and telling her that he is reconciled to being burnt because of the scroll of the 

'I'orah, which is being burht with him, as the account :tn Avoda Zat.a has it, in 

Midrash Ele Eskera the pupils of R. Ifo.nania b. ~~eradion ask him why he weeps, 

and he tells them that he weeps not for himself, but because of the scroll of 

the Tora which is being butnt with him. Midrash .E1e Eskera adds with regard to 

R. Hanania b. '.I'erad.ion: "It was said of him, that he never derived any advant-

age from his fellow-creatures and that it never entered hls mind ·bo wish his 

. hb h " 3 ne1g or any arm.. 

One legend however does wi thlUfa.nania B. 1'eradion what another legend does 

f R C, b G l' 1 4 
or • 0 1mon • ama. 10 .• It has him escape wi-1:;h his life. And not only does 

R. Hanania b. '.L'eradion escape with his 1ife, but Lupinus who had commanded his 

execution is ldlled in his stead, and R. Hanania assumes his place on the throne. 11 

R. Ishmael said: Suriel the prince of' appearenoes said to me, My beloved, I 

shall tell you what the God of Israel did. In that hour, I went down and I 

afflicted and pushed. Lupl.11\ ue, ·· out of h:i.s pa.lace, where he was sleeping ·that 

n:tgh:t, and. I brought him to the sw:i.ne and hound den. And I took H. Hamtnia b. 

2.a. 

4. 

p. 68, note 2. 

Avoda Zara 18a 

a. M.E.E. p. 442a; M.A.H.M., p. 447h. 
b. cf. Perush Lekach 'l'ov to Megilat Shir Ha SMrim, PP• 14,, 15, which merely 

tells that Hanania. was discovered teaching the To1·a, He was burned 
together with the scroll. 

M.A.H.M. p. 446b. 
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84. '.~radion, e.nd put him asleep, and brought him into the house of Lupin.us the em

pf1ror. On the morrow came the executioners, angry at R. Hanania b. Teradion 

who had been studying and doing wonderfhl things in the Beth HaMidrash, and who 

he.cl been teaching Tora ·to the great ones of Israel, to cut off his head. 'fhe 

emperor Lupinus appeared to them like R. Hanania b. 'reradion, and they cut off 

his head. And R. Hanania b. '.l'eradion ·took the royal crown fo:r himself, and ruled 

over wicked Rome instead of Lupinus the emperor for six months, During thl'U' period l 

he killed six thousand off.i.cers., one thousand for every month. 115 And immedia:bely 

:rollowing th,:!;s story there is another s·bory which tells that Lupinus :'Lnstead of 

R. Hanan:i.a b. Teradion mi.s thrown into the f:i.re, and in this wise all o:r the 

ten sages were s1aved. The reason for this re1re:rsal of fortune is given as .fol

lows: "Because the announcer went forth from the ends of the firmament proclaim-

ing: Any scheme which ·wicked Rome concocts ag;ainst the nobles o:r Israel, to 

destroy them., SohararieJ., the God of Israel becom.er1 aware of; fo:r even the inner-

most tho:b which evil Rome thinks against my children is a1-3counted against them 

before me, as i.f ·they ha.d ac-bually carried it out. 115:· Commell'ting on ·the burning 

o:f.' Lupinus instead of R. Hanania b. Teradion e.nd the sim:ilar ex.change of.' other 

Romans for the mar·ty:rs Babya b. Asher says that the reason :R. Hanania and h:i.s 

companions are called mar-1::yrs is not because they were actually martyred, but 

because they were willing; to be martyred. ''The s·tatement that H. Jfarw.nia b. 

'.for ad ion was exchanged for Lupinus, the emperor, and that LupinufJ the emperor 

was burnt, and in a similar manner ·the other martyrs escaped, is ·l:;o be vmndered 

at. For it l:~ written ther~,: And accord:i.,ng to th:i.s manner, all the sages of Israel_ 

O,nd I have heard with regard to this ·!:;hat jmrb as Isaac wo.s exchanr;ed for a ram, 

and the rewai"d was .fixed for him, as if he had been brought neo.r, and his body 

had been sacrificed on top the alt:ot,., so were tho sages of I-sraeJ. exchanged fo1• 

I!\· \ J, _\y'"{Jt; ~' t 
fl~ ~ 
., 
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85. o·bhers. And when they tas·ced th.e taste of death, in beinfr, seized and 

condemned, they received their punishment, e.nd it was as if they had been kilJ.ed.uBe. 

'l'he natural der..:iro; of the Jewish people to believe thttt their heroes were 

saved from t:mgic cil:!81: ends, or the wish tha'l; their heroes might he:ve been saved 

from trngic ends, and the desire for vengeance against traditional enemies, which 

if' lxnposd.ble of' real:i.zation in fad, was posi.,ible of realization in fancy, f:i.nd 

co~pJ.ete expression in this legend. Not only :i.s H. Ifanania b. Teracl:i.on saved, 

but his wouJ.d-be executioner is killed in his pJ.000, while R.Hanania b. '.I'erad

ion, who had been mi:ra.<huil.oui!JJ;y interchanged with him, ruled in h:ts stead f'o:r ~iix 

months, fJ.nd had six ·thousand Romans killed. And according; to the second ver

sion, Lupinus was burnt instead of R. Hanan:la b. Teradion, and in a similar 

fashion did the rest of tho sages esoe.pe with thefr lives. Ac least then in 

legend could the evil Romans be made to suffer for their crime, and punishment 

be inflicted upon them. The assumption of Blooh6 ·l:;ha.t this lElgend adumbrates 

a faint reflection of a tragic reality, other than that which actuully occurred 

in liadr ia:nio times, seems to be entirely wrong. As the resull:; of a sim:i.le.r 

G 6a legendary procer.rn was the Hfe oi:' Simon b. amal:i.el reported to have been saved. 

When legend accepts the h.ot that R. Hanania b. Teradion and his companions 

were killed, H retains the idea tha'i:; the Romans were to be punished for killing 

5a. Babya b. Asher. Se.±'J,?t'" Rah.enu Beha.i, p. 62d. 

6.a. Philip Bloch: Rome and d:i.e Myst:ikerder Merkab"ah: BJ.ooh believes that i.n the 
second half. of the 6th century, a persecution of }>rom:tnent Jewish t-ea-· 
chers took plaoe in Italy and that the.J :·· names of the martyrs f!_;:i.ven 
in Hachalot Rabati, and Miclrash Ele Eslrnra and its varhm-bs were 
designations for Jewish reachers, martyred in Italy, whose i.den·c:i.ty 
was sornehow or other :revealed to thn ;ml,J.ic. 

b. It seems that the Jews were faiil:ly well ·treated during that period. 
6a. M.J\.H.tl. p. 44Gb. (Deutch. Hiffc. of the J0ws. P• 3'/) . 



86. 

-
I 

Gods chosen ones. God always req 1.1ired the blood of thorrn who had died for 

the sanot:i.fi cation of His name. 7 - "R. Abahu in the name of R. Blasar said: 

God makes a notation in hi• ledger with rego.rd to every righteous one whom the I 
people,s oi' the world kill •••• God then says to them: Why have you killed nry ri-

ghteous ones, such as R. Hanania b. 'reradion, and all those who were killed for 

the sanc,city of my name? '.l'hey would deny the accusaiion, and say: We have not 

killed them. Immediately God would bring out His ledger and judge them. 11 8 

And legend has i"t, accepting ·the deo.th of R. Hanania b. 'reradion, that thru 

him, God W.9.S to wreak vengeance on Rome. Information to this effect we.s received 

by R. Ishmael while he was in the Merkabah. 9 

7. Megilat 'L'aanit 17a; Kohelet Raba:: 118a; Yalku:b Leviticus 22:30 
'.l'aanit 18b. Maseohet Semachot 55a. 

8. Midrash Tehillim 9:13 

9. Hechalot Eabati p. 114a: Masechet AtsHot p. 449b. 



87. 
4. R. JUDA B. BABA 

The last of the i'ive martyrs named by all the sources is R. Juda b. B~tba.1 

In the accoun-1:;s in Midr,.1.sh Ele Eskera and in Maase Asa:ra Efaruge Malchut, it 

oan be seen how the unadorned statements in the Talmud rf:)p;arding hiEJ being killed 

whi1e ordaining pupils between Usha and Shefeiram, are taken and embellished. and 

rourrod ou·t. into a complete story, thru the growth of legend. "After H. Hananie. 

b. Teradion, they led forth R .• Juda b. Baba. Hf} had never known what itr was to 

have real sleep from his 18th to h:l.s 80th yer:u·. He slumbered as e. horse does. 

The ti.me of day on which they brough·t him out for execution was some time Friday 

afternoon. He implored them to give him some lHtle respite, so as to enable 

him to per.form one more precept, which God had en,jo:tned upom him. ~:hey said to 

him: Have you still faith in your Goel? He replied: Yes. Then ·they asked him: 

Has your God upom whom you rely, strength? He answered: Great indeed :ls the Lord, 

and highly to be praised. His grer,tness is unsearchable. ±bey replied: If' He 

has stt~ength, whw- does He not deliver you and your companions from ·(:;he power of 

the go-vernment? He answered: We deserve death from the great and. fearful king; 

and he has turned us over into the hands of the emperor in order to require our 

blood from his• hr;mds. They crune (rn.d ·!::old hitS words to the king. He serrt for 

h:i.m and said: Is it true., whE-Lt they have told me about you or not? He answered: 

n 5.s true. Then the emperor sai.d: How impudent you are! Bven whi.le standing 

at· the very portals of death, you ar<'.l forward. R. ,Juda said ·bo him: Woe to you, 

emperor, you wicked son of a wicked parent; Did noi; God look down upon the de

struction of His temple and the slaughter of his pious and rig;hteous ones and 

forbear to execute vengeancH:l :i.mmediately? His pupils said to him: Our teacher, 

you should have humored him. He said to them: Have you not Je&rned that he 

who flatters ·the w:toked w:i.11 ultima:cely fall into his hands? He then said: By 

thy life, 0 emperor, grant me a l:i:ttl0 time, that I may fulfm.11 one commandment 

and its name is Sabbath,--whiah is from ·bhe world to come. He answered: I will 

listen to you and grant your request. Immediately he began with the I Sanctifi

cation of the day' and 'the heavens and the earth were finished' and he recited 

1. P. 68 note 2. 



88. them cheerfully and with a loud voi.ce; and all the bystanders wondered at him. 

And when he reached the words 'which God created and made 1
, they did not permit 

him to fin:i.sh, for the emperor commanded that he be killed. They killed him, and 

h1.s Hfe departed at the word 'God.' A he11venly voice came forth and said: Hapw 

art thou, R. Juda; thou wert like an an§~el of God, and '.L'hy lif'e departed at the 

word 'God! ~;he emperor then gave a command, and they cut his body to pieces, and 

cast them to the dogs, so that hf.l received nei·bher burial nor funeral oration. n4 

'rhe detdls of this legend w:i.th regard to R. Juda b. Baba, are all entirely 

new fabrications. The reason for the martyrdom of R. ,Juda b. Baba given in the 

Talmud, his ordaird.ng pupils and h1.s meeting death by being p:i.erced through by 

300 spears, is left out altogether in this legend. R. Juda is one of the ten m0J1"

tyrs who had been turned over to the power of Home because of the selling of Joseph 

by his brothers. How ski.llf'ully this legend excites one I s sympath:i.es for R. 

Judt:1. b. Baba. He had not enjoyed real slumber from Ms 18th to 80th year. 

Seized for execution on Friday afternoon, his only conoern was ·that he be per

mitted to rooi't;e his prayer. H:i.s assertion of continued fai.th in God is much 

Uke that of R. Ishmael. 5 And aga:i.n is there echoed the note of vengeance to 

be inflicted upon the emperor .for taking ·bhe lives of the martyrs. The doubt 

expressed by the emperor wi-t;h regard to the power of God, who had He been really 

s·trong would. have delivered R. Juda b. Baba from him, and R. Juda b. Baba 1 s 

assertion that he merit.eel death /!l!Jxh:xm but that ·the emperor would be punished for 

his acts, form a theme which has already founcl expression in 'J.'almuclic literature. 

For instance in the con:uersat:i.on between Trajan and the two brothers Pappus o.ncl 

Lulinus, who had been condemned. to death by him. "Tra;jan said ·to them: J.f you are 

the people of Ha.nanel, Mishael and Azad.ah, let now your God deliver you from my 

hands as he delivered them from the hands of Nebuchadnezzar. 'rh.ey replied. to him: 

Hananel, Mishael and Azaria.h were completely righteous men, and Nebuchadnezzar was 

a worthy man and it WfJ.S fH that a miracle should be performed through him. Bu-!.~ 

4. M.E:.E. P• 442b 

5 • M. :u; • E • p • 44.• lb 
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89. you are a wicked king, and arf1 not deserving enough ·l:;o have a miraole peri'ormed 

thru you. And we merit death. If' you do not kill us; God can find other means •• 

However God will requiro our blood f'rom you. 116 R. Juda mee-1::s his death wHh the 

word "God" ODi his lips; and the parts of his dismembered body are cast to the 

dogs. Legend was not cohtent w:i.th the report of R. J'uda 
I
s dea:t;h as t~iven in thei 

'.I'almud but it added revolting details to nmke his deati.h appear more te:rr.i.ble, 

and henoe the crime of thei Roman emperor sti 11 great er, de servant of ·bhe pun-• 

ishment which as has been seen, legend metes out. 7 Being cast to the dogs, 

and being neither mourned over nor buried seems to be an elaboration upon va.d.

ous statements in early sources, which tell us that because Nf the political 

conditions were too dangerous, the people dared not pubJ.:i.cly mourn over R. J da u 

b. Baba, after he had met his death. 8 

Another legend with regard to R. Juda b. Baba, somewhat similar to the 

legend in Midrash Ele Eskera, is found in Maase. Asara Haruge Malchui:. "And 

after him,, (H. Hanania b. '.l'eraclion) thoy led forth H. Juda b. Baba. He had not 

kno-vm real sJ.eep f'rom his l'lth to his 70th :l8i:i year; he slept as a horse does. 

He had never oommi'bted any sin, nor had he said wHh regard to the unclean that. 

it was clean, nor with regard to the clean that it was unclean. There had. not been 

a man in. the Beth Flal)Jtidrash whom he had not enlightened (with regard to ·l:;he 

words of th.El Tora). And he f'astod for 26 years. ftn the days of his life were 

f'ree from guHt. His companions had never stumbled over a word of the Ha.la.cha 

with him; and he had rejoiced wlth them. He called his pupils 'Rabbi I rmd he 

studied w:i:th them day and night. On the day he was killed he was 70 years 

of age. '.I.'hat day was Thursday and he wits s1.tt5..ng, fasting, Now thero was an old 

man,--Reuben b. Atstrubol was his name. He sent for him; and he came. Reuben 

said to him! My teacher, I know that you are a completely righteous man, but 

what can I do when the wl eked kingdom presumes to destroy our pearls, except 

be you willing to permit me to die in your stead, that you may be saved. Said 

R. Juda to him: Reuben, my brother, if we are unable to annul the dE-,oree of a 

human l.dcmg being, how sht1ll we be able to annul ·l:;hat of God? But make sure of' 

6:-; Taani~t,i8b~let-Rab;-iiea;-i";.7~-~·h-;.t~;;;hot· 55""a:·---
b. Seder Elijahu Rabe. pp 151-3 

I 

I 

I ' 



90. your words and bless the judgment o.f truth. His pupils said to him: Do you not 

wish to taste anything bei'ore you are killed? He said to them: What 1 up till 

now, whem I did not know j_n which way I was to walk, I did not taste anything, 

now that I do know in wh:i.oh way I am to walk, shall I taste anythlng;? It h 

said that he tasted nothing; and thus he was killed, and his soul departed. 

A heavenly voice werrt; out and said: Happy art 'I'hou, R. Juda b. Baba whose body 

is guil·t1ess, andwhbse soul departed in innocenoe. 119 

How lE1gend has dei,J.t w:i.th R. ,Juda b. Baba. It made o1' him almost a saint. 

Absolutely sin.less, modest and meek, a devoted student and teacher, a man who 

fasted for 26 years, who refused to ·t;aste anytM.ng; at the moment of death,--he 

was indeed 13, personage whom the} readers of the legend could faitly worship. The 

remarkable offer of Ms friend, Reuben b. Atstrubal to take R. Juda I s place is 

a noteworthy addition to the legend dealing with R. Juda b. Baba. This t:=1ccourrl:; 

dHfers also from the account in Midrash E1e Bskera in that i.t changes the t:i.me 
like a horse 

he slept/from 1li. 7 ·to 80 year:, to from 1'1 to 70 years and adds that <im his 70th 

birthd-ay he was killed. His death occurred on Thursday.- and. not Friday afternoon. 

According to legend R. Juda b. Baba occupied an important positfon in heaven. 

He was senn there by Elasar b. Shamml debating , ith R. Ak:tba,-a debate which 

was settled by R. Ishmael, the high-priest in R. Akiba 
I
s favor,.J.O 

Ferush Leke:oh TovJ.Oa takes over the Talrauclic account which tells how R. 

Juda b. Baba was discovered ordaining; pupils between Usha and Shefaram, and was 

pierced through by 300 spears.lob 

'7. Ifoohalot Haba·bi pp. ll~1b, ll4a. M.E.B. p. 441a; M.A.H.M. P• 446b. 

8. Sota 48b; J. Sota 24b; '.11.Sota 13:4~ Sanhedrin 11.a; Sh:i.r Ha-Shir:l.m Raba ~8, 
ed. Frankfort on th<~ Oder, J.705 

9. M.A.H.M. p. 467a, b. 
10. M.E.E. p. 443b. 

lOa.. Perush Lek:ach '.L'ov to Mec~ilat Shir Hashir:rbm P• 15 

lOb. Sanhedrin 14a; Avoda Zara 8b. 

1 
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In add5:tion to n. Simon, R. Ishmael, R. Aki ba, H. Hananj_1;1. b. '.L'erad-:).on 

and R. Juda b. Baba whom earlier sources indicate as mar·byrs, and who are con-
11 

s;i.dered by all later sources to have been martyred, there are R. Huzpith, the 

interpretc:,r and R. Juda Ha-Nahtom, whom earl'.i.er sources indicate as beinr; mar

tyrs, and who are considered also by some h\te:r sources to have been martyrs. 

-

R. Huzpith, the Interpreter, is consid<1red by all the later sourc<.'HJ, we have con

sidered, to have becm martyred, with the .exception of. Ifoi:\)<:i,l.ot Rabe.ti, and Ma-

A 
. 12 

soihet tsilot, which do not mention him name. R. ~uda Ha-Nahton is considered 

by only a comparat '.vely few later sources to have befm ma:rtyred.13 

'.l1he 'l'almud speaks of R. Huzpith the interpreter as a martyr., only in con-

I 
mrntion with the giving of a reason for Aher s apostasy. The. reason be:i.ng tha:b 

14 
he saw the tongmJ of R. HuzpHh pulled out.·· The name of Hanania b. Teradion, 

lits a martyr, is merely mentioned in Midrash Echa and Midrash Tehillim. In the 

account concerning R. Huzp:i:bh in Midrash F.:le r~skera :i.t is seen how legend has added 

the 
to story of' his death and made him too, as it made o.f all those :lt considered 

martyrs, a wonderful &nd lovable and pity-provoking persont:tge. "And they brought 

forth R. Huzpith, the interpreter. It is -'.!lid with regard to him, ·that he was 

130 years of age, when he was brought out to be killed. .And. he was beautiful 

o:f' form and beautiful in appearance, like unto an i:.tngel of the Lord of Hosts. 

They came and told the k:i.ng about h:i.s beauty and old age, and said to him: By thy 

life, 0 Lord, have mercy upon this old man. '.l'he emperor said to R. Huzpi-bh: 

How old are you? He answered: 130 years less om, day; and I beseech you to delay 

wit;h me until my dt=i.y has been completed. The emperor said ·bo h:tm: Whai; matters 

11. P• 68 note 2. 

12. Midrash JGcha ~z:4t,, Midrash 'l'eh:i.llim 9: 13~ Pe:rush Lekach '.L'ov to Megilat Shir 
Ha-Shi:rim p. 14:; M.E.r~. p. 441b; M.A.H.M. p. 4'1,4a_; Recanati, Perek Vayy0sheb. 

13. Midrash Echa 2:4(5~ Midrash TehilJ.im 9:13; Perush LekaiJh '.l.'ov to Meg;Hat 
Shir Ha-Shi:r:Lm p. 14. 

14. Hulin 142a; Kiddushi.n 39b. 



gz/ i·b ·bo you whether you die today or tomorrow? He answered: In order ·\:.hat I may 

carry out two more commandments. 1:rhe king; s 13 :1d: Wh:i.ch cormnandments do you wish ·t.:.o 
1 . 

perform? He replied: To recite the Sheme. in the Enrnning and morning, to acknow

ledge as supreme the greftt and wonderful and on:J;y lw.me. The emperor said to him: 

O impudent and arrogant one, how long will you trust in God who cannot deliver 

you from me? Behold my f'athers destroyed the temple, and the ca.naases of his 

servants were strewn,round about:. ,Jerusalem, w:i.th no one ·co bury them. Your God 

is old and can no longer deliver; had He power, he would ht.we avenged Himself', 

His people, and His temple, as He exacted vengeance from Phal\oh, Sisera 1 and from 

all ·\:.he kings of Canaan. And when R. Huzpith heard this• he wept greatly, and 

seized h:i.s garments and tore them because of the blasphemy, and reproach against 

the blessed Name. And he said unto the emperor: V'foe unto 'you, 0 emperor, what 

will you clo in the latter days, when God will visit punishment upon Rome and upon 

your Gods? The king then said: How long am I to argue with this fellow? And he 

commanded that he be killed, and they stoned him., and hung him. Then his 

princes and sages came and beseeched him to be permitted to bury R. J<illJ.ifil:(i!J{ I:Iuzp:i.th 

kxx'.J'ti:ntRiil:iw::oo:~ for they took pity on his old age. And the king gave permission to 

bury h:i.rn. And his pupils came and buried him, and they mourned over him,with 

11 16 
a great and heavy lament. 

Herei again is emphasized the theme of the reven.ge God wns to exact from 

the Romans because of their act:i.ons against H:i.s r:i.ghteous ones. The blasphemy 

of a Trajan1is here far outdone by the Roman emperor, .for wh:i.ch he is assured 

punishment by R. Huzpith,- .. ··••a punishment and a revenge wh:i.ch is fully meted out 

to the Romans aceording to cliweloped legend. 18 A powerful appeal is added in 

th:i..s account, when H speaks of the advanced ar~e of R. Hanan:i.a b. '.l.1eradion, and 

the reason why he beseeched the emperor to permH h:i.111 to 1:i.ve one day more. 

His coure.r;eous replies to the king, his dea:bh, and details of h:i.s burial, are 

16. M.E.E. p. 443a 

17. Taan:tt 18b; Koheleth Raba 118a; l\fo.aechet Semiowhot 56a. 

18. Heohalot Rabirbi PP• 113b, 114a; M.I~.E. P• 44h).; M.A.H.M. p .. 446b. 



93 • features added in ·bM.s acoourrb which occur: :i.n no other place. R. Huzpith, too, 

is regarded as a man of grea:b bea.u:ty. H:ts beauty is emphasized in the passage l 
in Perush Leka.ch Toy to Megila:t . Shir Ha Shirim concerning him. 

,, 
R. Akiba said 

wi"bh l'f-)gard to R. Huzpith the Interpreter i Thou art the most beautiful of men; 

grace is pourfJd upon thy like. For he knew 70 languages. And they seized him, and 

killed h • 11 l8i1. 1m. 

R. Juda Ha-Nahton~hose tongue 
,,.- / ., !1 

was also ~~:1f to have been pul~~ _ _oy,t/b;y: ______ :f 
---~ --- ..... ------••""" 7-."·•, .t,i,:' 

- ·'" ·-------- - ·- - .. - - -- '~-
~r, 1J\ is for some reason or 6thei· no·t dealt vd:th extensively by later sources-~)' 

His name is mentioned in MS.drash Echa. as being among ·those of the ten martyrs. 

In speaking of ·the vevenge m:f Goel seeks .from those who kill His righteous ones, 

Midrash Tehi.llim menl~ions R. Judt'l Ha-Nahton and a certain Ben Kufli:a, who tried 

to save his life. 11 Gocl is bound to require the blood of' R. Juda Ha-Ni:1.hton and of 

Ben ICufia. For one ·bime the wicked kingdom decreed that R. ,Juda Ra-Nah:ton should 

be killede What did 13en Kufia do? He made himself a jucl1;e, e.nd judged that he 

should be chastised with a rod; and he decreed that a different person should be 

killed in his stead. So that person was out into pieces and he was saved. An evil 

report spread, wh:i.oh said that he had no·t been killed. 'J.'hen the kingdom decreed 

that both of them should be killed. And 11en Kufia was out into pieces, becattse 

he had taken pity on R. Jud~1 Ha-Nahton. And God is bound to seek vengeance for 
21 

the shedding of their blood. 11 R. '.l.'ohiah b. J~liezer tells of the of the learning 

and piety of R. ,Juda Ha-Nahtom, and explains the meaning; of. his name, and reports 

that he was caught fleeing and killed;-{' H. Juda Ha-Nahton never walked four 

cuM:ts. without Tora. And why is his name called R. ,Juda Ha .... NaJrton? Because he 

brought forth words of the Tora, so that all of. them were sweet and desi:rabJ.e. 

And ·they fou.nd him fleeing and killed him. u22 With R. Juda Ha-Nahton is completed 

the list of those men whom Talmudic literature knows as martyrs, and whom later 

legendary accounts deal with. 

1~-·~;h L~-;hTo;7toM~-gil;;;. Shir Ha~S-hir·i";;· P• 14. -·-----· 

19. J. Ha.gigt;\ II., P• 7.7b; Ruth Raba 48b, l.i'rankfor-1; on the Oder, 1705 

20. Midrash Echa 2 :4,6 

21 Midrash Tehillim 9:13 

22. Perush Lekach Tov to Megilat Shir-Ha Bhirim p. 14, 15. 
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-
C. LEGI~NDARY MAR.TYRS. 

There are a number of' men, whorn la-bor legendary accounts consider to 

have been among t;he ten martyrs, for whose actual martyrdom there are no Tal

mudic sources or sources in the literature o:f.' Talmud:i.c times. Severe.l hypotheses 

may be assumed with r~~gard to these men, whom earlier sources do not procla:i.m to 

be mart;yrs; (1) that they actually were martyrs, whose deaths were not recounted 

in such earlier sources as a.t-~ knovThof, and whose deaths somehow or other were 

known to later sources; (2) tho:I:; later sources simply took the nmne of con

temporaries of the actual martyrs, and assumed that they had been killed; (.'3) or 

·that both of' the preceding hypotheses may in some instancers pro;re to be true. 

That is to say II that some of those mentioned by later sources as being martyrs, 

actually were martyrs, and that others were contemporaries of ·{:;he actual :mar

tyrs. It seems to us however, thiit the second hypothesb :i.s the most probable 

onei'·•·that such men as arfJ mentioned only in later sources as being martyrs, were 

merely contemporaries of actual mar{~yrs or lived :i.n times shortly prece_;::_d:i.ng or 

following them, and that there.fore legend attributed martyrdom to them. And 

if theire are ind:i.cat:tons that some of' those mentioned by later legend as being 

martyrs_ died during the per:i.od of the Hadrianic persectrHorni, there is no rea

son to believe that their deaths were o·bher than natural ones. 

le H. Jeshebab. 

R. Jeshebab is one whom all later sources w:i.th the exceptions of He<lkG;\'.ot 

Ra.batl and Masechet AtsiJ.ot:,. quoted in connection with the ten ma:rtyrs, agree 

upon as having been rwong ·{:;he ten mt1.rtyrs. 22 Midrash Echa and Midrash Tehillim 

23 Hst him as being one of' the ten martyrs. Midrash Ele Eskera has a complete-

ly developed legend concerning .R. ,Jeshebab. Midrash EJ.e Eskera states: "It is 

22._, Midrash Eoha 2:46; Midrash TehilHm 9:13; M.E.E. p. 443a.. 1 '.A.H.M. P• 447b, 
Perush Lekaoh Tov to Megilat Shir Ha-Shirim p. 15. 

23. Mi.d1·ash Echa 2:4G; Midrash 'l'ehillim 9:13. 
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said that on ·the very day he was led forth to be executed, he became 90 yea.rs 

of age. When he was being brought ou·t his pup1.ls ca.me ·l:;o him and said to him: 

Our teacher, what will happen to ·l:;he Tora? He srJid to them: 1'he '.rora will be 

forgotten from Israel, because ·l:;he wicked people have presumed to destroy our 

pearls from our midst. Would ·that I might serve as an atonement for ·l:;he genera

tion. I see that there is not a single street in Rome, in which some one has 

not been slain by the sword; for ·this wicked people will continue to shed :i.nno

cen1; blood from 1srael. '.l.'hey said to him: Our teacher, what will happen to us? 

He answered: Let each man take care of' his neighbor; lov-e justice and peace; 

perhaps there i.s hope. ~.'he emperor snid to h:i.m: Old man, what is your age? He 

said to him: I run 90 years old today. And before I went out from my mother I s 

womb 1 it WHS determined by God ·that I and my companions should be turned over to 

you, in order th1;rb our blood might be required from you. '.Che king asked him: 

Is there a second world? He answered: Yes; and woe unto you, and al•t fo:r your 

shame, when the blood of His piouf1 ones shall be exacted from you. 'I'he king 

comm.anded: Hupry up and ki.11 this one also, and I shall witner;s the strength and 

might of this God, and what He shall do to me,in the second world. And he com-

24 
mancled tha·b he be burn-b. 11 The theme of revenge is here again and emphasized. 

Being assured by H. Jeshebab that punishment would be visited upon h:i..m, the king 

dommanded ·bhat the ag;ed rabbi be butned. 25 

The account in Maase Asara Haruge Maltlmt which deals with R. Jeshebab is 

similar ·to 1 and may be based upon the account in the srune midrash, and upon the 

I[ B b 26 accoun-b in v :tdrash Tsle Eskera, concerning R. Juda b. a a. 
11
It i.s said tha:l:; 

on the day R. Jeshebab was killed, he was sitting and fasting. His pupils said 

to him: Rabbi, do you care to taste any·bhing before you are killed? . He said 

to them: Is it not fit for a servant to pattern after his master; end is it not 

fH that I should be like R. Juda b. Baba, who was killed while :C'asting? Ti-10 

wicked one commanded tha:b he be killed -wh:i.le he was reading ·bhe Shema. When he 

24. M.E.E. p. 443a, b. 

25. "f• ~-'aanit 18b; Kohelet Haba 118a; Mas.ectsemachot 55a. 

26. M.A.H.M. p. 447b; M.E.E. P• 442b. 
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reaohed 'and the Lord spoke unto Moses saying, 1 his 1:i.fe clepari::ed. He was 

• 1127 killed and cast to the dogs; and he was ne:i.ther mourned nor bur:i.ed. Like\~uda 

b •. Baba he fas·ted till his death, and was killed whHe he recited the Shema. His 

body, J.ike that of H. Juda b. Baba was cas to the dogs, and he too was neither 

28 mourned over, nor buried. H. :la.mt Tobiah b. EHeze:r. in Perush Lekach '.l'ov says 

with regard to R.J~shebnb that llht:i was o.f ·the remnant of ·!:;he p:i.ous men, and that 

he was seized in his bed and killed.'129 

30 
R. Jeshe'bab was a companion of' R. Akiba. '.l'here is no record of his death. 

'I'he reason probably that legend deriigna:ted him as a martyr was because he we.s an 

associate of R. Akiba. One cun imagine tha:t because H. Huzpith, the interpre-

i.,er ,xm:!81: was known to have been martyred, it was felt by 1.egend tha:I:; another 

official of the Sanhedrin, the scribe, R. Jeshebab, suf.:f'ered martyrdom. In 

Midrash Echa and Midrash 'l'ehilJ.im the name of H. IIuzpi.th and R. Jeshebab follow 

31 one another. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 
2.R.ELASAR B. SHAMUA 

R. Elasa.r b. Shamua is first mentioned as being among ·the ten ·martyrs in 

Hechalo·t Rabati and Masahet At silot. 
32 

Midrash Ele .E:skera has a comple-tely round

ed out account dealing with ·tht3 martyrdom of H. Elasar b. S!w.muo.. 11 It is said 

with regard to R. Faasar b. Shamua that on th.e day he was brought out to be ki11ed, 

he was 105 years of age. From his youth, unti.1 the end of his days:, hiJd no one 

heard .h:l.m give ut-berance to a foolish expression; nor had he ever quarreled with 

h:i.s neighbor8 :i.n word or deed. He was meek and hurn.b1e of spir:i.'t, and for 80 

years he sat in fasting. The da.y on which he was killed was Yom IGppur. His 

pupils came to him nnd said: Our teacher, what do you ~ieei He replied: I see H. 

Juda b. Baba carr:i.ecl 011 his bier, and the 1:ii'ex·o:t' n .• Akibto, b. Jorrnph phtc0d close 

--·-··-~~----·----~"-·~---"--•••·•·· ··---· -··••· -·---·"- ~,.tn·~··-··""•' ··-·--··--·---·--·•----•·-• ---
2 'l. M.A.H.M. pp. 44'1b, 448a. ~tt '-',f !.,;t~ - . 

28. o-f. Tao.nit 18b; Kohele·t Haba nyo.; Masechet Semachot l55a. . 
29. cf. :Perush Lekaoh '.l.'ov to teg:i.l~t)Shfr Jfa.-sh:i.dm p. 15\ 
30. Kot,.ubot 50a; Huli:t1,._2~4- ''/,·. 
31. Midrash Echa 2 :46 -;: Midrash ~:ohillim 9: 13. 

~12.a. Hed\C\J.ot Habat~tJ•\r_,~]~.~r~\; 
1

.(.b) Masechet Atsilot p. 44,9b. 
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·to him. '.rhey· are arguing with each other over the Hah.cha. 'l'hey asked him: Who 

deoicles be·tween them? He Sfdd: R. Ishmael, the h:i.gh priest. They. ·bhon e.sked : 

Who wins the point'? He replied: H. Akiba, because he has labored in the ~:ora, 

with all his might.~ He seid to them: My sons, I see furthermore., that the souls 

of the righ"l,eous e.re puri.fying themselves in the waters of Silot1h, in order to 

enbe:r clean into the heaven.J.y academy today, to listen to the explanat:tons o:f' R. 

_ Ak:i.ba b. ,Joseph wi:l:;h regard to the Day. And angels being; golden chairs for t11e 

:righteous to sit upon in oJ..eanliness. Then the emperor commanded that he be 

killed. '.rhen a heavenly voice went out and saj_d: Happy art thou, R. JiD.asar b. 

Sham1..m, who wert clean., and whose lj_fe depar·becl. on the vmrd 
'l ,z 1 oleanlinerrn. 1 • rwv 

~?he theme of revenge do<➔ s not occur in this passage, but i't; does come }n 

th(~ related passage :i.n Ma.ase Asara. Ha:ruge Malchut. 11 ~?he day on wfuich R. T1ilasar 

b. Shamua whs brought out to be killed was on a. Friday, e.nd they sought to kill 

him at noon. He said to them: Walt, I hErneech you, unt:1.1 I have fuJ.f:i.lled the 

commandmc-mts of Sabbath. 11hi3y said to him: Do you rely on the Sabbath; and what 

is the Sabbath? He :replied: It is s. small commandment wh:i.ch God h0.s commanded 

me to observ12i, and Sabbath :i.s its name. Concerning it, it j_s wrj_·l:;ten: ~;hose who 

profe.ne H sh1111 be put to death. '.J.'hey sa:i.d to him: Ir your God j_s a grent k:i.ng 

in the heavens, why does He not d.e1iver you from the government~ He said to them: 

In order that He may require our blood from you. 1'his was reported to the king, 

who summoned him to his prerrnnce1. He said to him; Are you not an arrogant; people? 

E,fen at the portal of death you persist in your presumptuousn.eirn. He repHed: 

It is better that I should die by your hand, and no·b by heaven, Already has it 

been said: Whosoever flatters his companion, will in the end fe.11. by his hand. '.L'he 

kinp; said to him: Why does not your God deliver you from i;he kingdom? He answered: 

I have already told your servants, who asked me--In order that punishment may be 

exacted from you. Said the king: let Him exact punishment now. He repl:l.ecl.: What, 

when His house was destroyed, and His Temple burnt, He showed Himself long suf•• 

:f'ering, should He not do so now? '.I.'hen the king. gave a command, and i;hey led him 

33. M.E.E. p. 443b. 
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out, and executed judgment upon him. After he had gone out 9 his pupils said to 

him: Our te(:tcher, you should have humored him in the mf.rtter. '.l'o whic:h he replied: 

Shall it not be given to R. Elasar, to be lik(:l his companions who died for the 

name of Heav-en? 'I'he order came to kill him, and he began with 'the sanctif1itoa

tion of the day1
• They said to the executioner: Let him finish. When he reached 

''which God created and made 11 he slew h:i.m. His life departed on the word '·God';. 

A heavenly voice vrent out and sa:i.d: Happy art thou, Elasar, in this worlcl thou wert 

. · like a god, and thy life departed on the word 'God. 111
• 
34 

'!'his passage in Nfaf.lse Asara Ha.ruge Malchut is almost completely s:i.mi.lar 

to the passage in Midrash lHe Bslrnra, dealing with R. Juda b. Baba. 35 Were one 

to interchange names, or 1.eave them out of oons1 .. deration, there would be prac

tica:t.J.y no difference in the detaHs of the two accounts. '!'he only difference wci!l.ld 

be that ·the account in M:i.drash Ele Eskera concerned with R. ,Juda b. Baba~ sper,.ks 

of him as having slept after the manner of a horse from his 17th to his 80th 

years. Tht:i le.gond with rer,;ard to R. E!lasar b. Shamua probe.bly did not pursue 

the course of natural legendary development, but was cut whole out oi' rf.'l/3.dy 

made ma:berials. 

n. Eaasar b. Shammt certainly was nO"t mar·tyred during the period of Had

ria.nic persecutions, and lived for a number of years after the close of that 

period. Being among those ordained by R. ,Juda b. Baba., near the end of i:;he per:i.od 

36 of persecution, he had to quit Palestine, and seek other parts. It is said thffb 
37 

he was among those who beoame ·the custodians t-md dJ.sseminators of Jewish tradition. 

R. Elasar b. S}rn.mua wi,s the teacher of R. J'uda-Hl:!. .. Ne.si. 38 According to the Tal

mud, R. Juda Ha-Nasi was born on the day tha-t: R. Akiba was killed. 39 It is 

34. M.A.H.M. p. 448a 

35. M.E.E. P• 442b. 

36. a. SF.mhedr in 14,b; Sanhedrin 13b; Avoda Za:r.a 8b. 

37. a. J. Hagiga p. 78d 
b. Zunz: S.P. d. M. p. 14 

38. Me·nahot lGa; Enubim 53a; Yebamot 84a; Yoma 79b. 

39. Kiddushin '/2.b. 
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surprising, in vic~w of the facts,-••his escapr: from tho Rom.an soldiers a:f'tor he 

and his companfons had been ordained by R. Juda b. Baba, hil.'l boing consider0d 

among those who became the disseminators of traclitj_on, bt)ing a ·l:;eacher of R. 

Juda Hanad, who was supposed to have been boi~n on ·the day R. Aki ba dfod--that 

lo:ber legend could rw.ve fixed upon R. Blasar b. Shamua as being one o:f.' the 10 

mti.rtyrs. 

************ 
3. R. ELASAR B. DAMA 

R. Elasar b. Dama is considered by· a number of later sources to have been 

among the ten martyrs. 40 Hecha.lot Re.batj_ ·0 nd Ma.sechec,t Atsilot merely mention 

41 A the name of R. Elasar b. Dama. Maas.~ sa.ra. Haruge Malchu'b tells only that R. 

Elasnr b. Dama was killed because of l1is observance of ·l:;he conunandments con-

43 
corning the TefiJ.J.in. Midrash Ele Esb:iru contains an elaborate legend dealing 

with R. Juda b. Dama. 11 R. Juda b. Dama was brought forth to be killed on the 

eve of Shabuoth. Said R. J'uda b. Baba to the emperor: By ·t.hy life, give me a 

little time, that I may :ru1fil1 the connnanclm1:mts with regard ·to the festival, and 

se.notif'y it, in order to praise God who has given us the '.Cora. 'rhe emperor asked: 

And do y·ou still trust in the Tora, and the God who ga.ve it? He sai.d: Yes. The 

emperor asb~d: What is ·bhe reward of your '11 0:ra? He replj_ed: With regard to it, 

Davicl sald, 1:How grent is Thy goodness which 'l'hou hast stored up for those who 

fear Thee. 1 The emporor snlcl to him: 'I'here are no fools in the world like you, 

who believe in another world. He replied: There are no fools in the world like 

you, who deny the living God. And woe unto you also for your shame and :reproach 

when you sec us wHh the Lord i.n the light of the Lif'e., ancl you shall sit in 

1owest Sheol in the lowest class. Immediately the anger of the ld.ng burned 

against him, and he ordered him to be tied by the ha:tb:- of. his head to the taqpf 

a horse, and be clrage;ed through every street in Rome. And a.:f.'ter tha:I:: he conunanded 

40. Ma1;1echet Atsilot P• 449b; Hechalot Rabe:bi, PP• 113b, 116b; M.E.E!. P• 442a; 
M.A.H.M. P• 448a. 

41. Ifochalot Rabati, pp. 113b, 116b; Masechet AtsUot p. 449b. 

43. a. M.A.H.M. P• 448b. 
b. This passag;e in M.A.H.r/. recalls the law issued by the Romans against 

the wearing of ·tefilli.n •~ the violation of the law resulting in the 

' 

I' 
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U1.at his body be cut into pieces. Then came El:i.jah of blessed memo:ry, and took 

·bhe pieces, and buried them in a cave 111x near ·bhe river which r1ms before Rome. 
o:f 

And an/the Romans heard a wailing and crying voice for thfrty days rising from 

the midst of that c~we, and they came and told the emperor. He said to them: '.l'ho 

·bhe world be reduced to desole:bion and waste, I shall not desist until I have 

completed my deflire whh rep;ard to those ten men, as I have sworn. Now on(:J of 

·bh.e sagos of RomeJ was there, and he said to the emperor: O Lord, emperor, know 

·bhat you ar.e acting foolishly in thrus mat·ber, and that you are making an exo<~ed

ingly great mistake, when you stretch forU1 your hand. against the people of the 

Lord, without any meroy. Know that your latter end will bo bitter, fo:r behold it 

:i.s wri"bten in the Lord of the Jews: A God of mercy and com.passion, and long-suf

fering;. And furthermore it :i.s wri-1:;ten: And He wil1 rElpay those who hate Him, and 

destroy them. When the emperor heard this, his anger became kindled against 

·that old man, and he commanded that he be strangled. And when the elder heard. 

this, he hastened and circumcised himseJ.f'. Immediately after he was strangled, 

his body could not be found, its whereaboutfl was unknown. 'l'he kinf; trembled 

greatly; but in spi-be of all this, his anger was not appeas0d 1 and his hand re-

. d t t t l d 044 ma1n0 ou,s re·c1e .• 

'l'M.s account :l.n Midri:rnh Ele Eskara contaimi many of the details usually 

found in the other accounts i11 M1drash Ele Eskera,--•the accus0d being broui_;ht 

forth on the eve, of some holy day, his begging for e. little time Ill which to 

:rulfi.11 some commandment, warning the emperor of the pun:i.shment in store for him. 

This account oont0.ina so,·,e additional elements, however. The activities of 

45 
Elijah seem not to have been oonf:i.ned. to R. Ak:i.ba, but were directed also towe.rds 

R. Judo. b. Dam.a. Ai'ber R. Juda b. Dama had been killed, and his body out to pieces, 

44a. M.E.E., p. 442a 
b. It seems probe.ble ·bhat Juda b. Dam.a is mistaken fo:r Elasar b. Dama. <Juda 

b. Dama is know11 only in Mj_drash g1e I~skera, and may have been confused 
with Juda b. Baba. Shalsholet Ha-Kabala, p. :.n, o.,,B, furU10rmor0 confuseri 
·bhe name of <Tuda b. Dama wlth ·that of Juda b. '.rema. 

o. cf. Be.cher: Agada der Tannaiten, vol' 1,t.265, note 4; p. 266, note 2. 

45. M.E.B. p. 442q; Mas<:,ohet AtsiJ.ot p. 449b • 
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along cm.me I~lijah, and buried the parts of' the body in e. oave, which was near 

the river which flows before Rome. 46 The story of the burial of R. Jud,a b. Dama 

in a cave by Elijah, may be dependent upon the story, aocording ·to which H. 

Ald ba was buried in a oave by Elijah. 4 '1 Another add:ltioni,l element is contained 

• 1. t t f } k' I d . . in t;1e pro ·es o.f one o t 10 J.ng s a.. v:i.sers agaJ.nst his order that the ten 

sages be killed 'rhe refusal of the emperor to turn aside f'rom his decision to 

kill the ten. sages, even tho Rome perished, :i.s similar to the refusal of' Sama.el 

to do so when warned by God of what would result from the carrying out of hj_s 

1 48 pan. 

If' the R. Ela.sa:r b. Duma considered :l.n these later sources is the Ela.sar 

b. Dama. the nephew of 11. Ishmael, who is mentioned i.n the Talmud, he could not 
r 

have been a. martyr; fo:r the Elasar b.Dama mentioned in the Talmud, died as a 
49 

result of a snake bi-/:;e. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

4. HAN INA B. H.ACHINAI 

Hanina b. Haohi.nai is mEmtioned as being one of the ten martyrs.50 It is 

only in Midrash E10 Eskera, however, tlmt his nwne is more than mentioned: 11
R. 

Hanina b. Haold.nai was brought out to be killed on an lrev Sha.bas. All his days 

had been spent in fasting, from the time he was 12 years of age until he was 95. 

His pupHs sa:i.d to him: Rabbi, do you co.re to taste anything before you are 

killed? He replied: Up till now, I have aff'l:i.o·ted myself and did not eat or 

drink, and now, when I do not know which way I am to go,you tell me to eat and 

drinkj He began with r:.!,he fmnctification of tho day1. and 1'the he1w0ns were f'inished 1
· 

and reached i:~md he sianctif'ied him". They;did not permit him ·l:;o finish, and killed 

him. A heavenly voice went out and said: Happy art thou, R. Ha.nina b. Hach1.na.i, _____ ,..., __ _... .. ....,..,.,,.,.......,_, __ ,...,._.. ·------·-·--""'""'" .... ~~-·,. ........ 
46. In 11 The It:b.nerary of Benjamin 'l'udela. 11 P• 41, the following sttttement occurs! 

''And in another cave on the banks of the 1'iber you fin.cl the sepulchres of 
tllose holy men, the ten martyrs of. the kingdom. 11 

47. M.E.E. p. 442a 

48. Hecha.lot Habati,p. 113b; ~x~:ic Midr. E.B. P• 441. 

49. Avoda Zara 47b; J. Avoda Zara 40d. 

50. Hechalot Rabati p. 116b, where he is oo.lled mmania b. Ha,,1.c.hai; Masechet 
Atsilot p. 449b. M.E.E. p. 443a; M.A.H.M. P• 448a. 

i !, 



102 
~--------------

who wert holy and -whosf:l life departed in holiness with thE', words., 'and Be 

sanctified. 111 51 

Like R. ,Jucla b. Baba, 52 and R. Eh.sar. b. Shamt.u,t53 R. Hanina b. Hachinai 

we.s brought out on Friday, and died rec:i.ting the l<'r:tday eve prayers. Like R. Juda 
the 54 1). Baba he refused to taste an;}rthing before he died.· It is likely that mater-

" 
ials of wh:l.ch the account concerning R. He.nina b. Haohi.nai ware_ composed, were 

taken from the account concerning R. ,Juda b. Baba. 

Hanina b. Uachinai, was a younger contemporary of n. Akiba. 55 With Ben 

Azzai and others he was in the school-house: of lTarf'on.56 'J:here is no :record 

of h:i.s death, If the R. Hanina b. Hachinai of Midra.sh Ele JEskera is the same 

person as Ranina b. Hachina:i., mentioned in the Talmud, it is extremely unlike

ly Hw.t he died as a martyr dur:tnk; the Hadriartic persecutions. Acoordinp; to 

Midrash Ele J!jskera he died when he was 95 years of age. His birth would have 

·taken place about the year 40, making him flD older and not a younger con·cempcm.ry 

of H. AJ:dba. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * 

5. JOHANGN B. DAHAVAI 

Johanon b. Dahuvai i.s mentioned by Heehalo-t Habe:c:t, 57 (or aa he :i,s called 

in Mas(,chet Ats:i.lot, Elasar b. Dahavai,) 58 as being one of the ten martyrs. Ir 

he is the •Johanon b. Dahr~vai mentioned in the '.l'almud, he could not have been 

martyred during the Hadrian1.c persecutions, inn.srn:uoh as, according to the Talmud., 

he sp€w.ks in the name o:f.' R. ,Juda b. Tema. 59 And R. ,ruda b. •rema was a l'ana of 
60 

the fourth generation. 

51. 

52. 

M.E.B. 
M.E.E. 
M.E.E. 

p. 443a 

P• 442b 

p. 4t1,3b; 

54. M.A.H.M. p. 447b 

M.A.H.M. 

" 

P• 448a 

55. Ketubot 62b; Sanhedrin 17'J:?; Genesis Rabe. c. 61, p, 71c. 

56. •r. Berako-1:; 4: 16 

57. Heohalot Rabati p. 116b. 

58.a. Masec:lrnt AtsUot p. 449b. 
b. 'I'her.e is a. confuBion 1.n the m1mes, which should in boi;h places be Johar,c,n,i 

b. Da.hiwa.i, since the Talmud speaks onl;y of Joha.r:0111 
(see next page) 
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6. JONATHAN B. UZIF1L 

,Jonathan b. Uziel is mentioned in these 1atc-)r sources, Hechalot Habati 61 

and Masechet Atsilot, 62 , as being in the company of the martyrs. If he is the 

smne lTonathan b. Uz:! .. el who is mentioned in the '.l:'alnrud there is Httle likelihood , 

of' his having been a mai-tyr. Jonathan b. Uzi.el is spoken of a..__,~being one of the 

most prominent of. Hillel's pup:i.ls. 63 If he was only 20 years old at the time 

of the death of Hillel, who died about 40 A.D., 64 he would have had to reach the 

age of at least 116 to have been martyred during the Hadriemic persecutions. There 

is NllmX no record of h:i.s having lived so long. 

* * * * * * * * * * 

'I. R. ,JOSE 

R. Jose is mentioned. in Midrash Tehi.lHm as beinf~ one of' the ten martyrs. 65 

If i"l:; is the same H. Jose vm.om the '.I'almud speaks of, he was not martyred during 

the Hadrianic persecutions. He was ordained by R. ,Juda b. Babt:.t, and escaped 

together with his companions, when the Roman soldJ.ers seized and killed R. 

J'uda b. Baba for ordaining them. 66 A story is told :i.n the '.l'almud, that R. ,Jose 

, ~ , . _,,~e....±.1w....T.~1'tlel:-e-rea-J~S-O.t:i..~-0.:.'d'l.-a-n~ ben Daha:vai 
58b) ~ assuming that tne Johanon b. Dahava:I. of Hechalot ifabati is the 

same person as the iJohanon b. Daha-va:i. mentioned in the 'l'aJ.mud, Sanhedrin, 
4b. ' 

69. Sanhedrin 4.-b, 

60. Strack: Einleitung, p. 133a 

61. Hechalot Rabe.ti p. 116b. 

62. Masechet AtsHot p. 449b. 

· 63. Suka 28a; Baba Batra 134a. 

64. Derenbourg: Hi sto:t ±e de la PaJ.est:i.ne p. 1'77 

65. Mid.rash l'ehillim 9 :is. 

66. Sanhedrin 14b; A-voda Zara 8b. 
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was exiled to Sepphoris for not having defended the character of ·the Roman 

government when i'i:; was defamed. 11R. ,Juda, R. ,J0 s<:1, and R. Simon, were sitting 

together. A certain Juda, the son of pros(~lytes was sitting near ·l:;h0m. R. Juda 

began: How pleasant are the works of this people. They ha:ve created markets, 

made ferries, and built market pla()es. H. Jose remained quiet. H. Simon b. Johai 

sai.d: All that they have done, has been for themselves only. They created markets, 

in order to traffic wHh whores; bathe, irfwhioh to f:tnd pleasure for themselves; 

ferries, in order to collect taxes. Juda, the son of the proselytes went and 

repeated their words. 'The government heard of them; and ordered that ,Judu should 

bo honored because he had exalted the Homa.mi; Jose should b{j exiled to Sepphoris 

because he had kept silence; and that Simon, who had defamed, should be killed. 1167 

*********** *** 
r:: 

8. R. ELIE ZAR THE GR1'JAT. 

R. El:i.ezar the Great is mentioned in Heohalot Rabati as being one of the 

ten martyrs. 68 If he is the same R. EHezar ·!:;he Great, oonce:rning whom the 

Talmud speaks, he could not have been a martyr, because his death was a na·l:;ural 

69 
one. His death occurred before the period of persecution oommenced,--his 

pupils, among whom were R. Akiba, c·ould ask him for instruction, when they went 

t h . . k lJ 70 ·o pay .1m a s10. ca ..• 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

9. SIMON B. AZAI. 

Simon b. Azai is mentioned in N!1drash Echa as being one of the ten mar-

71 
ty:rs. R. 'robiah b. Eliezar in Pe:rush Lekach 'I'ov to Meg:i.lat Shir m.-:i,-thh·im 

says with regard to Ben Azai: 
11

ThfJ son-in-law of R. Akiba was so occupied w:i.th 

67. She.bas 3~3b. 

68. Heohalot Raba·l:;i P• 116b 

69. Berako-t 28b. 

70. Sanhodr:tn 101a; Berakot 28b. 

71. Midrash Echa 2:46 
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the '.L'ora, that he left his wif'e. It was while Ben Azai was in the Bet HaMidrash 

that he was killed. 
1172 

If the Simon b. Azai or the Ben Azai mentioned in Midr.ash 

Echa and j_n Perush Lekaoh ~;ov ·to Megilat Shir Efo.-shirim is the same Ben .Azai, 

whom the Talmud ment:i.ons, there is reason to believe ·bhat he died a natural 

deo:th. '.l'he Talmud has i"l; that he was mong; the four who entered into Pardes, the 

'13 
other three being Ben Zoma, Aher and R. Akiba, and that as a result he died. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 

10. R. Tarfon 

R. Tarfon is also mentioned :i.n Mldrasli Echa as being one of the ·ten mar

tyrs. According; to Midrash :F.:oha, however, there is a disagreement as to whether 

or not R. '.l'ari'on w1;1,s a martyr. 
:i.t was 

Some would have it tha~ not R. 'l'arfon who was nt 

martyred, but R. Elasar b. Ha:r.som. 74 R. Tobiah b. J~liezer in .I\,rush Lekach 'fov 

to Mogilat Sh,ir I:Ia-shirim says with regti.rd ·bo R. Ta:ri'on: 11 R. Tar.fan was very 

concerned with the commimdments. Once there was a famine in the land, and he 

betrothed 300 women in order to enable them to eat of the '.I:'ermna. And they :round 

him in the cour·b a.nd blinded h:i.m11 75 

R. Tarf.on was a contemporary of R • .Ak:i.ba, and accompanied him when he 

visited R.Elasar b. Hyrkanos (or the Grea:b) 76 • There is no record of h:ts death. 

'l'he ve:r.y uncertainty of Mldrash Echa as ·bo whether R. Ta:rfon or R. Elafmr b. 

Ha.rsom suffered martyrdom, serves to ind:i.cate that neither was martyred@ . 
On the whole, we believe our hypothesis to have been substantis:t;ed by ·l:.he 

proof. given,--that those considered by later legend to have been mar·l~yred, whom 

earlier and comparatively authentlc sources do not montion, were no·t martyred; 

72. Perush Lekach To,r to Megila:c Shir Ha-SM.rim p. 15. 

73. a. 
b. 

Hag:i.ga 14b .. 
Zunz: S.P.d. M. P• 142, 1. 35 

74. M:i.drash Eoha 2:46 

75. Perush Lekach Tov to Megilat Shir Ha-SM.ri.m P~. 14, 15 

76. Sanhed:r:i.n lOla. 
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ei:bher dying ne:tural deaths du:ring the period of Hadrianic persecutions, or 

-having lived before, or Hving affter that period. No evidence~ could be adduced 

to show that any of them 1J1rere martyred at any time. 
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CHAP1'Ji]R IV - MARTYRS IN POETRY. 

The legend cono,iJrnine; the ten martyrs had a long; period of deYelopment. 

To the brief mention:lngs o.f individual martyrs, m..unl:x:iring all told seven, in the 

~ra1mud,. are added various passages :tn Mid:rashim Echa, Mishle, Tehillim, which 

contain comparatively :f'ull legends concerning individual mar·tyrs, and which 

mention ten martyrs.,, and to these additions are joined the rounded out, detailed 

and comprehensive legends concerning the ten martyrs found in x later sources. 77 

Beflides the development of the legend concern::i.ng the martyrs which can be 

followed fro1n Talmudic sources to Midrash Ele Bskera and its variants., the 

theme of' ·the martyr legend has been utilized by poetry. In the poe-bical rendi

tions of the legend concerning the ten martyrs no new details are added, no 

.further development takes place. 

'.['he fo11owing are the poeti.val compositions d00.1ing with the martyr 
(< 

legend which have come to our notice. ~'.hf.3 poem called •n'l •.n x. 100 ';).) l' 

J 78 ~--'h.e poem c~•lJ.ed written by Ephraim b. acob, who was .born in 1133. "" 

j"lr>'~l'I written by Menahem b. Jacob, who died in 1203. 79 It is embodied in 

the Se.lihot i'or Erev Yom Kippur. 
80 

'The poem Cf:t.lled 'OT~'o 'D'b 1 11~r,<written 

by Joseph Ezovi of Perpignan about 1270. It :i.s translated by Isruel Gollancz 

from a manuscript ava:i.lo.ble to him. 81 '.l'he poem called ii :l.111 ,.~ ;,~~•I(/ writi.~en by 

Salomo b. 1saao Gerundi, who was a pupil of Nachmanides from 1250-1270.ffi The 

poem called Tl.J'1-' ,x~n /.1•hl).1-Wr.itten by Jehuda b. Schemarja who lived :i.11 the latter. 

77. Hechalot Rabati; Masechet AtsiJ.ot: Midr.ash E10 Jtskera; Maase Asara Raruge 
Malchut; Asara Haruge Malchut. 

78. Zunz: L. d. s. P. p. 291 no. 14 ■ 

¥@. Zunz: L, d. S. P. pp. 294, 296, no. 22. 

80. 
u 

Rodelheim: Sed~~r. 8eHhot MiJtol Eashana p. 14. 
,, 

81. a. Isra.01 GaTiancz PP• 14,9-J.60 5.n -T,rimslation from.Hebrew and Aramaic. 
b. Zunz: L. d. S. P. p. 480. no. 2 



108' 82 part of the 14th century. Zunz transle.tes the poem, which has only a passing 

If II 84 reference to the ten mar-l;yrs • Thero are a number of poeticet1 composibions 

dealing with tho ten rnartyrn, the t imfJ of the o:ini:gin of which we have not been 

. 85 
able to aecerto.in. 'I'he poem called\u~\ •y,~ wri"bten by Meir b. Jech:l<'Jl. It is an-

f ' . h B b 8f3 Tt. t b bodied in the K:l.not or Tis a- a • 1.10 poem called~,~'!'ic. "'" written y a cer-

8'1 
tain Jehudt1. It is embodied in the Sel:i.&hot for Rosh Hashana., and in the Se-

11.chot for Minh1:1. of Yorn. Kj,ppur. 88 The poem called "'i'~ 'j'o i' ,. ... ,.e.wr:i:bten by Antoli 
89 9 

b. JosE)ph. '.i'he poem called 'j'o'b.Ht 1:1•i1ll'I il"l:.lic:wr:i.tten by Moses b. Chiya. O 

'I'he poem mtt'l.lled il'l'n• •~lb written by Matatia be Joseph. There :i.s a late Tehina 

called Neue El Mole Ha.hamim 1.'ehina, written in Yiddfoh, which deals with the 'theme 

of the ten martyrs. It mentions only six of them by name, II. Simon, R. Akiba, 

H. Hanania b. 'l'eradion, Ii. Jeshebab, H. Huzp:i.th, H. Elasar b. Shamua. 91 

'I'he poems dealing with the legend of the ten martyrs which we have) been 

able to exam:i.ne, almost enb:i.rely follow the mated.al in M1 drash Ele E:skera, Maase 

Asar a Haruge MaJckut, e.nd l\.,:.sara Haruge Malkut. The poems do not containi: all tho 

features nor all the dot ails of these later sources, (Midrash EJ.e Eskere. and its 

var1.imts~. The nuu·tyrs are the same as in Midrash E1e Eskera and its variants. 

9•2 
'.f):l the poems El Elohim Etsaka,9 2 and Ele Eskera, 0 the no.mes of ten me.rtyrs 

are given, being R. Simon, R. Ishme.el, n. Aldba, R. J'uda b. Baba, R. Hananic1. 

b. Terad:ton, H. Jeshebab, H. Huzpith, R. Elasar b. Shamua, R. Juda b. Dama, and 

R. F.I ' b u h. . 1'1 I" k Y . u. k 'l 94 1 f' t t anaina ••. !JHC in.al.. 10 poem, ±iz. or om.J.m .mi ec em, spl:iam o. ·en mar -yrs 

82 Z 1 l 0 p 48~ 3 • c.ounz: ,. c. 0 • •P· · "'' no. 
83. Zunz: L.d. s. P. P• 369. no. Ii 

Zunz: s. P. d. M. p. 32l. 

Zunz~ L • d • s P. p. 489, no. 'l . u• 

84. 

85. 

86. Seder Kinot for Tisha-Bab. Hebrew 

8'7. Zunz: L. d. S.P. p. 398, no. 2. 
II 

end. 

Publishing 

88. Rodelheim: op cit. pp. 66 ff, 72 ff. 
89. Zunz: L. d. S. P. p. 313. 

Zunz: L. d. S. P. p. 33G, no. 3 

Co, PP• 83, 84 

90. 
91. Found. in 

11 Neue Lange Rosch Chodesh B0mtschen Teohina.
11 

printed 
in 1824. It "ls :i.rrl::,3resting to note that t::he legend of the ·ten 
a theme for poetioal oomposi"t:i.on for such a long time. 

II 
92. Rodelheim: op cit. p. 14. 
93. Rodelheim op cit. pp. 66, 72 
94. Gollancz; op cit. pp. 149-160 

in Breslem 
martyl'fl formed 

j 
I' .,, 



J.09 
bub mentions only nine by name, being the same names as men-Honed in El Elohim 

Etsaka, and E1e J:i;ske:r.a, the name of R. Hanina b. Hachinai. being omitted. Gollancz 

f:tlls the gap by writing two verses dealing with R. Hanina b. Hachinai, based 

upon Mid.r.i:wh Rle Eskera. 'lhe p~m, Ar ze Le1anon, speaks of ·ben me.rt yrs, but 

ment :i.on.s only eight by name; being; the same as those mentioned in thf) other 

poems, the names of R. Juda b. Dama and R. Banina b. Hachinai be:i.ng omitted. 

1'hrf>0 o.f the poems, El Elohim 8-tsab .. 95 , Ezkor Yom:tm M:tkedem, 96 and El,t EskeraW 

give the reason for the martyrdom of ten as be1.ng the punishment .for the sale of 

Joseph by hj_s bro'i:;hers; and the poems t(;lll that the law requirinr; the death 

penalty for the selJ.ing of a man :into slavery was discovered by the Roman em

peror, while h~~ was studying the 'I'ora. .According also ta th"W poems, after the 

sag;ecl had been condemned to death by the emperor, they asked for and received a 

rE~spite of three days, during; which R. Ishmael ascended to heaven, a.nd ascer

tained that the decree was of divine origin. In the poem Ifie Eskera, R. Ishmael 

11 II 97 
war.1 met by a man clo·bhed in linen when he e11:b0red heaven. 'I'hese de·~ails, we 

see, are similar to tho fie of Midrash Fae JDskera tmd :i.tf.l varian:ts. The poem 

98 
Arze Lebanon does not tell why tho sages were martyred, but begins wi·th a 

lament over the trn1 martyrs, ment:i.oning briefly eight of them. 

The details concerning the de1;1.ths of n.. Simon and R. Ishmael in these 

poems follow the de·tails as g.iven in Midrash Ele Eskera, and its variants. In 

t1 f th Ek Y . M'k d 99 A I b 100 d El Ek 101 1ree o · e poems, ,z or .. on11m 1. e em ., • rze 1e an.on, an L e ',s era, 

it is ·told with regl'.trd to R. Akiba that he was tortured to death, by hav-ing his 

95. 
II 

Rodelheim op cit. pp. 14, 15 

96. Gollrmcz. op. cit_ pp. 151-3 

97 .Rodehleim op. cit. pp. '13-74 

98. cf. Seder Kinot for T:i.sha Bab pp. 83, 84 

99. a. Gollei.ncz op• cit,( p. 156. (b) c.f'. Berakot 61b. 

100. Rodelheim:op. cit. p. 83 

101. .Hodelheim:op. cit. p. 7,J: 



flesh raked with :i.ron combs. The poem, El Elohim gef1:;._:;aka~ J.OZ not only tells how 

R. Ak:i.ba wo.s ki1J.ed, bu-t, tells also that he WH.s buried in a cave by Elijah and 

• 
Joshua b:. NaGarsi; a~tho :i.t does not give the details as to how he was br_ought · 

from the prison to the cave, nor a description of the ci:tve, as does Midrash 

Ele E:skera. J.03 '.l'hiB poem ·l:;aker; over, in addition, ·!:;he story from the 'l'aJ.mud 

of how the activities emd tre,g:i.c end of R. Akiba were shown to Moses by God. 1 04: 

The deaths of R.. ::anania b. 'J}erddion, H. JBle.sar b. Shamua, R. Hanina b. Hachinai, 

R. Huzpith, R. Sti.Jt0bab, and R. tTuda b. Df.una are but briefly mentioned, by the 

poems we have examined. The only poem. which mentions R. Juda b. Baba more than 

106 
briefly is El F:lohim Etsaka, 105 which tells of his not sleeping naturalJ.y. 

'l'he poem, El 1'~1 ohim Et saka, 1.o7 ,speaks al so of the punishment to come to Rome, 
,(. 

in the form of a cloud which would rain down evil plagues upon the city for 
108 

twelve months. 

The legend of the ten martyrs beottme of important J.iturgica,1 interest. 

The various poets were not interested i.n adding to the martyr legend, but in mak

ing use of it as a suibable theme for poetry. It would seem that in developing 

as the martyr legend did, from isola·bed fac·l:;s ·to a rounded out, completely 

de·cailed legendary whole, and finalJ.y bein[r, made ·!:;he theme of poetical composj_tion, 

:i.t .followed a natural oourse of development. A similar progress of a legend 

may be traced, for instance in the development of the legend about king Arthur. 

Beginning with a :rew facts abou·t a CeH:iic chieftain, legend developed a complete•• 

ly rounded story with regard to I\ing Arthur, which was cianonizecl, so to spet1,k$ 

i.n Sir Thomas Malory's 11 1,a Morte D 1Ar-l:;hur. 11 'l'he legend was then turned ir1to 

poetry by Spencer nnd Texmyson, and was fur·bher d0v0lpped. The legend concerning 

the ten martyrs found its highest developmerrb in Midrash EJ.e Flskera and it;s variants, 

Maase Asara IIaruge Malchut and Asara Har.uge Ma1chut. 
--,---~,r-::""'" . :-_.,__..,,.......,.,.,,,,...-.-----,-· .. --...... ..., __________ , ____ ,, __________ , 
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