
....... 

"EVOLUTION of the GOD IDEA 1o LITERARY PR9PHECY" 

. . 

., ~ORMAN K. GOLDBURG 

I ri? 

.. 



To the most inspiring teacher of my 
college days, Dr . Moses Buttenwieser, 
this thesis 1e respectfully dedicated. 

# 

• 

• 



• 

-

FOREWARD 

The writer does not pretend that tbe following pages represent 

a complet:e treatment of the thesis "Evolution of the God Idea in 

Literary Prophecy . " To treat the subject with any degree of 

thoroughness would have required far more time and information than 

the writer had a t his d isposal. It wtfe planned. or_iginally to de­

vote a chapter to the writings of Deut~ro~Isaiah blit l ack of time 

prevented the carrying out of this intention. , 

Whenever possible the translations of Buttenwieser have been 

used a nd when these were .not available the writer followed as closely 

as possible the translations of the Revised Version . 
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0 HAP T• E R I 

AMOS 

"It waa a great day tor ' rel1g1on w•n at a harveat teaat in . . 
Beth El about . 750 B. O. _. .Amoa chanted be tore a yast aseemblage the 

tuneral •ong or I■rael." 

"l'allen 1 ■ the Tirgln I■rael, powerleaa to rise 
again; prc1trated to the earth, without anyone 
to ratae ber up." {Amo1 5:~) 

With the ee words Bewer begin■ hi■ ■uney ot the life and work or 

Amo■, the t'lr■t ot tne great literary prophet■• And though certain 

■cholar■ uy d~■agre• with Bewer aa to th• date or .Amoa' appearance, 

they are in ~oco:rd w1tb the l ~ntiment he expreaeea. 

"It wa■ a great day tor r•lig1on" rttbougb it 1a unlikely that 

anyone,wbo hear.d the word■ or Amo,wa■'oogoizant ot the tact. Thoae 

wno bad gathered at Beth El, the toremo■t ■anotuary o t the Northern 

Kingdom, on tbia particular day were probabl,Y lett ■peeoble■■ with 

conaternation and auzeunt at the word■ of tb1a bold abepherd. No­

tbin& could baT• been--.ore atartl1ng, more blaaphemoua than the 

anno\lDoement that Yahwcwould deal deatruot1on to Hi• people, Iarael. 

Tb:1■ waa aadnea■• 
,,,. 

How could Yahwebg1ve Ki• people over . to the ene111? 

The·deatiny or Iarael wa■ ao : Ooapletely bound up with that ot it• 

God tbat tlM de■truotton ot I ■rael would aean H1■ own de■truotio~ for 

He would no longer be known and wo.r■h1pped . Yet Aao■ declared . wi tb 

great certainty, tb.at I■rael was dooaed. Mor d1d be reaerve Juclpent 
' . 

tor Israel alone, but he scored Judah aa well a■ other nation■, wboae 

conduot waa below the b1gh ■tandard demanded by Yahweb. 

How dld Amoa arr1Te at tbeae conoluaion■? He••• not a pro­

te■e1onal propbet but be deacrtbea htmaelt a• a plain ■hepberd and 
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a dN■aer ot ■yoamore tr•••• H1• boa• wa• 1n the village ot Tekoab, 

1n tb.• 

waa 1o 

land tr udab.. "H• waa nur~ur:r1n au■ter• ■1mpl1e1ty and 1t 

tb.e v t ■ol1tude,wher• b.e followed bi■ tlo•~ ·tb.at Jehovah 

aa1d to him, prophe-, to-, people,I ■rael." It wa• a ■trang• 

errand tor tbe uokl;lown ab.epberd to. undertakes tor tbe propbet wa• not 

a preao~•r 1n tb.• aodern ••n••• wboae word• are addr••••d to tb.e b.eart 

ot tb.• 1nd1vidual, and who diacb.arg• b1• tunot1on wberevar be oan t1nd 

an audience w1111ng to bear a goapel tbat ■peak• to the poor a■ well 

•• to tb• great. Jebovab'• word waa a ••••age to tb.e nation, and 

above all, to the grand••• and prinoaa , who were d1reotly reapona1ble ~ 

tor tba weltare and good •■tate or I ■rael. But tb.e ■u11110n■ or Amoa . . 

lett no room tor beaitat1on •. ... .... • Surely tb• Lord Jebovah will 
• not do anytb.1.ng, but Be revealatb Bia aedret to Bia aenant■ , tb.e 

propb.et■• 

' "Tb• lion b.atb. roared, wbo will not tear? 
The Lord Jehovah bath apoken, wbo can but pro­
pb.eey? (Amo■ 1,2, 31 6- 8) 

Tb• oall ot Aao• lay i n the con■c1ou■ne■a that be bad beard tbe 

voic• ot Jebovah thundering t'ortb Judgment wblle all around were dear 

to the ■ound. In tb1• voto• be bad learned Jehovah'• ••cret not 

•oZN abatract theolo~cal truth, but the ■eoret ot &1■ . d•alinge w1tb 
; 

Iarael and the aurroW1dlng natton■• 8uob a ••oret could not r-in 

looked up w1tb1n bi■ brea■i -- "Tb• Lord Jebovab baa apoken, wbo oan 

but propbeay? And ■o tb• prophet lett bi■ tlook 1n the w1ld•rn•••• 

and, arrae4 witb no otb.er oredent1ala tb.an the word tbat burned w1tb1n 

bim, •tood tortb 1n the m1d■t ot tbe brilliant crowd tbat tbronged tbe 

royal ■anotuary at Betb n, to proclaim wbat Jehovab bad ■Poken aga1nat 

the obil4ren ot I■rael ."(3aI) 1 

Tb• people were bl1DII to tbe ■1gn■ ot the t1ae. The ■111tary 

-------------------------------------- -------------·------------------
l RoberteoD laltb •Propbe'-• of I■rael. p. Ill,. 
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auooes••• ot Jereboam II da1sled tbem. They looked upon these T1otor­

iea aa proot -/,■1t1•• tbat Jatnrcnra■ = tbe1r ■1da. P\artheremore, they 

imagined tbat~i• d1T1JM favor wa1 det1n1tely ■eoured by the ■aoritice• 
~1!4 ofter1nga wb.1oh ••r• brought to the ■an1tuar1••· · "Por Amo■' Iarael­

i t1■b. oonteaporar1e■, Jawhm wa■ I■rael' ■ God and I ■rael wa1 Jahweti' • 

people . · Iahweb,H1m■elf, they belined, bad created tbi■ relat1on■h1p 

by del1Ter1ng them out or the land of Egypt •..... only in I■rael wa■ 

He warabipped, only tbere did He have Bl• dwelling aDd Hi■ ahrine■• 

Thi■ popular T1ew or tb• reclprocal relat1onah1p between I ■rael and 

Yabwm1• reflected tbro\Jgh the literature prior to Amo■' appearance. 

Tb.us e.g., 1n the ■ong or Deborah, which celebrate■ Deborah' ■ victory 

over Si■era, we read r "Our••• lleroz, ■a1th the Angel of Yabwm, curse 
• her 1nhab1tant■ b1tte~ly, beoau•• they ca11e not to the aid of I&lneti, .. , 

to the aid of Yabwenamong the heroe■." {Judg. 51231 A~ in the Ellaha-.... 
■tory, a atory dating trom Amo■' own t1aea, where it 11 related how 

Eliaba,on h1• deatb bed, propbealed to Joa■b that he would v&nqu1ab. 

Aram. Bl1ab.a call• Joub 1 1 proapeot1ve w1etor7 over Aram, or as be 

put■ 1t, "Joa■b'• v1ctor1oua arrow.· against Aram," "an arrow of vic­

tory tor ~alneh~·"1 (clt 13·114-19) 

It wa■ tbi■ erroneous conception otA he true nature of ramrlbthat 

u.de I•rael 1n■ena1ble to the danger loola1ng on th• bor1zon. "The ex­

pl&natton 1■ very clearly given by the prophet biaeelt. The source of 

the Jud1a1al bl1ndne■■ of b.1■ nation waa want of knowledge of the true 

cbaraeter of Jehovah, encouraging a false e ■tiute of their own m1&ht. 11 2 

Ttu• lack ~t understanding on the part of tbe people aceount• tor the 

arrogiano• ot their bebaT1or, the aornapt1on ot their aoolal lite, the 

laxity and 1mmralit7 tb.at ctiaraoterlzed tbelr rel1giou■ rltea in oon-

--- ----------~------------------------- ------------------------------
I Buttemrei■•r "Propbet■ of I■rael" p. 305 tt. 
2 RobertNII S■itb "Prophet■ ot Israel" p. 131 
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neot~on with the wor■t11.p ot Yabwabat the variou■ ■anotuar1e■, the gen­

eral 1awleaan:t• the riotou■ revelrJ ortne riob and the cruah1ng op-

pn1aaion ot t poor. · 

The proptiet. • on the otber band, know Yahweh, and knowing Him, t ·hey 

canmt but conde11n the popuiar pract1ce1 so thoroughly out of harmony 

with Hie deuo_da. "The general preaupp0•1.t1on1 on wbioh the prophet• 

take their atand are these tnree1 first \ the idea of the oov~nant be­

tween Israel and Jehovah, ~hereby Jehova h bad taken Israel out rrom 

among the nations, by election, to be Hie people, and bad on the other 

side, beoome their God. Thia 1a the fundamental 1dea. But such an 

idea 1e a very t'"ertile one, and ha.a many result■• There tollows rrom 

it the aoity of the worahlp. ~ny serv1oe ot any other God was a breaoh 
# 

ot the fQDdaaental faction between the two. But, further, Jehovah was 

not a Detty without attribute■• 

very d11t1nct and pronounced. 

... 
Oo the contra ry His attr1bwt,ea are 

.... 
"The righteous Jehovah loveth r1ghteou1-

neaa. 11 The covenant bad condition•. It was to be 11&1nta1ned only by 

the observance of these •• • • • .• • Assuredly there 1 ■ no idea more funda­

mental in prophecy tb&n th1• ot the covenant relation ot Jehov~h and 

Iarael ••••••. • • But tni■ lead ■ to the second 1dea, namely, that this .. 
eo~~il~ relation batlfeen Jetiovab. and Israel bad a purpoae in view, ,. 
a g~l sat before it. Ttli1 was, no doubt, contained in the very idea 

' ot tbe ocnenant; but it was not yet realized. That purpo■e was the 

reaching ot a pertect klqdo11 o.t God on earth. " I 

In the oouree ot b11 prophecy, Amoa demonstrate■ conclu1ively 

that J ahweh11 the Omnipotent, the All•8overe1gn Ruler of the Uo1Yerse. 

He 11 the creation. 

"Verily• H• tbat hath tormed the IIOUDt&iDI, and 
. created the wind a, who tell■ man what be t b1nks, 
Who turn• the morning into darkness, Who hold• 
doll1.n1on oYer mountainous reg1ona : of the earth, 

. tbe Lord is H1■ name" (AmO■ 4tl3) 
--·---- -------------------------------------r-------------- ------I A. B. I>aY1d■OD "Old Te1tament Propbecy' /0¥/-

.. 
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. 
He wittlholde ratn, ■end■ loauat■, a1ldew,pe■tilence and overthrow • 

• 
(Amoa 41 6-llt '--

"He put !forth Ht.a power equally 1n tb.e rule or the na tiona, mov-

ing them upon e face or the earth acoording to Hie will, like tawna 

upon a board, bringing I■rael t'l'~~ Egypt, the Pb.il1■t1n•• trom C•phtor, 

the Araaeana from K1r . (Amo■ 9t7) And ae He brought tb.e Syr1ana from 

K1r. Be aenaa them back wb.enoe they oame . 

"I aball break tb.e bar or Damaacua , and I shall 
de■troy the inhabitant■ ot B1katb.-aven , and b.1m 
tb.at wield■ a ace'ptre 1.n Beth-Eden, and the 
people or Aram ■hall be exiled unto Kir, saith 
tbe Lord . " (Amo■ l 15) 

And Israel He cau■ee to go unto captivity beyond Damaacua. 
' 

"And I a ball exile you bey end Daaaacu■, sai tb. the Lord, tb.e God . 
Sab&otb 1a Hie name. (Amo■ ~•~) It •1• -at Hia oomund that the 

Assyrian eomea up and overflows tbe larfl5 11ke a riTer : it 1■ He tb.at 

breaka up tor Jum the bar or Damaacu■'(Amo■ 1&5), and laun«tlaea him 

upon the a1ntul kingdom of Saur1a, caua1ng him to atfl1ot 1t trom 

tb.e tar norttl to the wady .or ttle Arabab , tb.e border of Edom (Amo■ 6cl4) 

And the ~110tpre•enoe of a1a power ta expreaaed 1n obaptera l-2, where 

He autea on• nat1on -.tter anotber."1 

Wb1le h1a oontemporartea think of Yamrlhaa the God of I•rael, Who ,. 
bas no purpoae or tntereat beyond tb.e border■ of I ■rael , tor Amo■, 

Yatnreb1a the God of the whole world , tbe maJeat1o ruler or tbe universe. 

Tbia 1a clearly deaon■trated b7 8U1Ch utteranoea aa 3&1-2 and 9c7 and 

3113. 

JI 
"Hear ~b1■ word wh1oh tbe Lord God ha~b decreed 
. aga1a■t 7ou, O. I1rael1tea : against tbe whole 
race I n&Ye brought out of Egypt, sayinga' .... 

"Verily I b.&ve oared for you more tban tor all 
tbe fall111ea of the earth, theretore will I 
Y1a1t upon you all 1our ■in■. (Amoa 311•2) 

----------------------------------------------------------
I Skinner •1ntroduotlon to tbe Book o! Amoa" p. 101 
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Here Arla■ present■ tbe del1nrano• tr• Egypt 1n a new l1gnt. Tb• 

people bad alt:• looked upon the telu:,rance a■ a •1gn ot God'• favor, 

~• the m1gbty aot ot grace by wb1ob Israel became God'• treasure people. 

They thought ey po■••••ed ap exelu■1T• monopoly on God'• tavor. In 

9c7, howeyer, Amo■ tr1•• to 41■pel th1• notion • 
.. 

"Ar• ye I■rael1ta■ any better to me tb.an the Cu■h1te,, 
_verily I brousnt the I■!'ael1tes tro■ Egypt, but even 
•o, the Ph111■t1n•• f'roa Caphtor and the Araaean■ 
trom Klr. (Amo■ 917) · 1 

In th1■ var•• he point• o~t that Yahwttid1d,1n reality, dallver 

I ■rael tl'Oa the land ot Egypt, but th1e waa not the tir■t ~r the only 

1natanoe in wh1oh Yahwmb.ad ■hown Rl•••lt to be a eavior and a helper. 

Other people, beside• the I■rael1tea, ba4 been the reoipienta ot Yabwen~• ' 

tavor. Hi■ dominion wa• not oontined to one little nation. It e■braeed 

" the whole world. Wberner and wheDffer ~yranny and epprea■1on oru■hed 
.,,. 

a people to the earth, Yahwmca~ to their re■cue and releaaed them . 

' Yahweh,ruler or the world, intervened on their beb.al~. The two tllu•-

trat1on■ given are particularly appropriate ■inc• the Ph111■t1n•• and 

Araaeana had been tor many .ceneration• b1tter enemi•• or the I■rael1tea. 

Chapter 3c2 •verily I have cared tor you more than tor all the 

ram111•■ ot the eartH, tb•~•tore, I must v1.■1t upon you all_your sins" 

mu■, be lnt•~t•d 1n a new 11gbt. "The ver■• ■ound• like a paradox ,,. 
when taken by 1t•elt lnit in th• llgtlt or oha•t•r• 112-2 the prophet•• 

mean1q 1■ plain. Amo■ ■ean■ to tell \be I■rael1t•• theJ have indeed 

experienced Yabwen~aprov1denoe ln an eapeoial degree; but, 1n the very 

beg1nnin5 ot their h1atory, by leading tbem out ot Egypt Yanw~reveale4 

Hlmaelt to tbem a• a Godot Ju■t1ce, and now •ince they have pera1■t­

ently ■eorned 81■ law■ ot Ju■t1oe ·an, trampled on humanity, He, a• a 

God or Ju■t1oe, 1s boun4 to v1■1t all tbe1r ■in■ upon tbe■ ."l 

Jebovab ll&kea n• e:nept1on in I■rael'• favor becau■• ot it• ■pecial 
-----------~------------------------------------------------------------I Buttemr1•••r "Propaet• ot I■rael" p. 308 
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relat1ocab1p to Biaaelt; on the oontrary, He Jud&•~ it, 1r· poa■1ble, -the aor• proiq,tly and ■•T•r•ly. Iarael 1• boun4 by exa•tl7 tbe aau 

pr1no1pl•• ot eoaaon 110rality whioh are b1m1ng upon otber nation•; 

•nd Jehovah will be I1rael'• Go4 only ln •• tar a• tbat aaae morality 

1• praettoed 1n tta atdat. Tbe elementary dut1•• ot bone•~ • Juat1oe, 

integrity, purity, and lntun1ty are wbat He demanda. Tbe obaervanoe• 

or religion, wben ottered 1n tbe1r stead , He indignantly reJe•t• (Amoa 

5121-24). And 1n tbe praottoe of th••• eleMntary dut1ea ot 110ral1ty, 

Iarael 1• 1acll7 det1o1ent. Amo•' ent1r·• book uy be de■or1bed aa an 

1.nd1ctaent of the nation tor tbeir pera1atent d1■regard or tbe moral 

laws 1t• 110ttio, aa Wellhauaen baa truly remarked, 111&bt well be the 

ver•• Juat quoted (3&2). And •o Jehovah will not atand by Iarael to • 

deteda lt, a• tbe •011J1Dn people, and even their leader•, fondly aup- · 

'" poaed; ·B1• "J)&y,:,! wben 1t. appear•, will be darlm•••• and not 11gbt, 

even very dark, and no br1ghtneea 1D 1t (5&20)"1 

In 3113 "Hear th1• {people of Egypt and A·•hdod) and bear w1tnea■ 

aga1n■t the bouae of .Taeob ••Y• the Lord God Sabaotb" Ame,■ bring• out 

by 1apll! at1on tbat God baa revealed B1• moral law■ to other nation• 
..... 

th.rough man's moral oonac1ou•n•••· It 1a ev1deat trom pa•••&•• ot th1• 

nature that Amoa eonoe1ve• of God•• immanent, lndwelllng 1D man. 

The 1dea or God tttat doainate■ Amoa' mlnd , 1• clear and unmi•• 

takeable. Yatrtrlbia tbe r1&bteou• ruler ot tbe un1ver■• and lie Judge• 

the world by -the atandard ot H1a own oharaoter. Tb• elaborate act• ot 

worab1p that go en at the aaootuarte• are a aookery to B111. Tb.• only 

ottering aooeptable to Yatrtr~ 1• 110ra11 ty. The relat1onab1.p or Iarael 

to ·Yabwebl• not pbya1oal a• the people ■en to believe, ~ut moral, 

altogether. Tb1a ••• demonatrated by tbe very aet of tbe1r del1Te~­

anoe troa Egypt. Yab••-•on tb1-• oc•ae1on, bad ■hown H1aaelt to be 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

I Sk1noer•xa,ro4uet1on to Book ot Amoa 0 p. 110 
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th• God or Juat1o• and r1gbteou■neaa. Tb1■ view 11 beld, not by Amo• 

alone, but btll the great prophet■ 'Wtio followed b111. Some ot them 

mention it, tner■ aooept 1t tacitly. It appears, tor example; 1D 

Jerell1ah 311 3-4 and 1n ita mo1t ' t11gtlly developed torm 1n the pro­

pneoy ~t Deutero-I ■a1ab wbo ■tatea that God oho■• I1rael tor no other 

purpo■• tnan to ■pread tnatb to all the world-- to be a light to the 

nation■ -- iod to bring them to God • • 

We••• trom ohap ter■ one and two tb&t all aen are held aoaount­

able tor 1ntra~t1on■ or the raoral law : Surely the ■in■ , tor wbioh 

Dalla■ou■, Alllmn, Moab and thereat are Judged, oannot be otteno•• 

aga1n■t Yahlrtba■ the national God or I1rael. Amo■ bold■ that tbe 

heathen nation■ are to be punt■hed, not becau■ e they do not wor■b1p 

Yabwep~he God or I•rael, bt t beoauee tney have broken tbe un1veraal 

law or morality. "A• Amo■ teaobe■, Je~ovab' ■ wrath tall■ on the 

heathen nation■, not beoau1e they ar~heathen and do not woreh1p H1a, . 

but beoa~•e they have broken the universal laws or t1del1ty, k1nabip 

and hW111Lntty. 111 Bot I■rael, alone, but all tbe nation■ are required 

to ob■ene tb• fundamental lawa ot ■ooial Ju■t1oe and bumanity. 

Tb• rapid ■umury ot tbe nation■ 1n obapter■ one aod two, the 

enull8rat1on ~t their ■in■, and the toretell1ng ot t be tat• whtoh ,. 
await■ tbem br1q out, 1n a vivlcl Maner, tbe 1dea t~t Yabwc 1■ tb.e 

r1gb.teou1 !"\Iler or tbe Un1••r••· On• nation att•r another 1■ weighed 

in the balana• ane! toW1d wanting. On• b&■ oolllaitted atroo1tle■ s an­

otner baa ■old aonqueree! ooaaun1t1e■ into 1lave~1: a tn1rd b.&1 prao­

t1aed detaat1on of the dead . ill of them nave in ■OH way or otner 

violate<! th• law■ of hwun1ty, tbe un1veraal law■ or Juet1oe aocS 

rlgbteo~■ne■■• So Yabweh, ■itt1ng 1n Judgment o••r the nation■• •on­

de110■ tb.ea 1apart1ally, I■rael and Judah along with the re■t. 
---------------------------- -----------------------------------------
Robert■OlJ Sllith •prophet■ ot I■rael" p. 135 
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It 1■ . n14ent troa alL tb1■ tbat Amo• think■ ot God in teru ot 

un1ver•a~1tyt. H• make■ 1t clear ttiaU b• popular idea ot Yabwe a■ tbe 

tribal God I■rael t■ erroneou~aad 1llu■or1. He aboW■ tbat Yabwe'• 
,,, 

1ntere■t ext • to the whole world. H• bolt■ all aen aoeountable. H• 

d••nd• ab■olute obedience to Hl■ moral law, and He will not withhold 

puni■tunent trom tbo■• wbo dl■regard it. Ot oour■e, Amo■ ran counter 

to tbe oher1■bed bel1et ot the 11&88e■ • He wa■ well aware ot it. H11 

God ooncept1on waa too advanced for tbe oouon people to graep. Hi ■ 

preaching tell on deaf eara. Tb• pp between bi ■ own exalted idea or· 

tbe D1ety aQd tbe orQde idea of tbe ■uper■t1t1ou■ populace wa1 too wlae 

to be bridged. 

gapec1ally d1d be come into oontl1at w1tb popular notion■ on the 

subject ot wnat oonat1t~t•~ ·tbe proper worablp ot Yabweb. Tbe pr1eat ■ 

and tbe people believed that Yaln•' • only requ1reMnt was tbe cult • ..,, 

They were t1rml7 oonv1naed that Yabwebwaa pleaaed"with them when they 
' 

dl■charged tb• preaer1bed ceremonial tunot1on■ ot ottering ■acr1f1cea 

at the 1brtne1 and ■anotuar1••· Tbe wor11b.1p ot Goa, a• expre■aed by 

~b• people, wa■ 1dent1oal w1th ~itual and aaor1t1oe. 

Great eare waa exero1aed 1n iu.lc1D& ■aor1t1••• 1n tho•• days . Tb• 

pr1e■t■ were acrupulou■ 1d regard to the ia1nuteat deta11■• The rea■on■ 

for thelr extraord1nary precaution• we.- a■ follows: Saor1t1oe wa■ 

looked upon a■ a ■upNM av•t•r., l,J •••o• ot wb1ob au eoul4 bead the 

divtne w1ll to hi■ own. It tbe · ■aer1t1oe wa• ottered 1n tbe preacr1bed 

. manner it was t nc,ught tb.at God'• favor eould be ••cured tor the one wbo 

offered it. The reaul t would be, 1nereaaed crop■, longer lite, m111t­

"1'J vietory or whatever tbe wor■h1pper de■ired mo■t. Again, aacr1f1o• 

was looked upon•• tbe d1reot aun■ ot 001111111D1eat1on with God. By mean• 

ot sacr1t1oe, tbe people iaa&lned tbat tbey algbt have ooueroe witb 

God. Th1a idea waa 1n baraoay witb tbe1r ooaaeption of the Deity as a . 

tranaeendent God -· far removed troll run -- entbroaed 1n tb.e high heaven• 
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and working on th• world from without. 

Wb.eneverttortune betell tbem ( a.no. tb.1• happened not infrequently) 

they took it a ae sign tbat God w&B .diapleaaed with them. Then they 

would become zealou• 1n bringing Bia ■aer1tioea, th1.Dking tbereby 

to placate Bu anger. Bot tor a moment did tbey doubt the eft1oacy of 

t he cult ; their only concern wa• tbat the eaorit1ce• anould be numerous 

enough to •at1•fY Yahwe &Del ottered in •uoh a manner a• to be acceptable 

to -Him. 

Amoa, with all the power at tu.a couuaand,attacka and condellll• thia 

whole eystea of worah1p. 

"Go to Beth-El and sin, to G1lgal and sin more, in 
that you bring the following morning (after arrival) 
your ■aar1t~cea and the third cay your t1tb••· And 
1oaamuoh aa you aacrifice offering• by thankagiving, 
ot leave1ied bread and iDT1t• o■tentatioualy to free 
will offerings, tor ao do ye lOY• to do, O Israelites, 
saith the LQrd God. ~ (Amoa 4:4-5) 

,, 
Thia 1a the ain or the people, t~t they vi■1t the aanctuaries and 

:nake sacr1f1ces there to Yanweb. These saor1tio•• have not gained God'• 

favor a■ tbe follQwing ver••• (4c 6 tt.) ~bow. No~ They are an abomin­

ation to Yahweband time atter time H• ha.a evinced Hi• diapleaeure. He 

hae sent tamln• and drougbt; Jle baa sm1 tten wun_ 11.1.ldew and bl&st; Jle 

' haa brought d1aaatroua war upon them. Yet ~bey bave continued to aak• 

aacrif1oes. 

uI have wrought de■truotion on you a■ the deatruc­
_tioo of Sodom and Ooaarah, ■o tbat you were l1k• 
a brand anatohed fl'OJI the fire , still ye bave not 
returned to Ile, saith tl1e Lord." (Amoa 4111) 

Agw.in 1n chapter t1ve, Amoa denounces in the moat withering terms the 

wholt aaor1t1cial ayatem. 

'' I loatb.e your t'eativala, I cannot endure your 
. bol.J aaaeabl1ea. Yea, it you otter unto me 
holaoau■t and aaor111oe■ I do not care tor them 
and at tbe peace otfer!Ag• ot your tatted calve• 
I do. no~ look. Begone trom Ila with the noiae of 
your bymn•i to the melo&1•• ot your harps I •111 
no longer ll■ten ." (Amo• 51~1-23) 
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• 
And 1ll anether verae he etatea, 

"Did you, I•rael ,-bring up to ll• •acr1 t1ce• and­
g1tt• during_ the forty year• of the w1lderneaa." 

(A:noa 5tc5) 

The que•t1on ot cour•e, purely rhetor1o&l and the ·anawer expected 

1a "lfo . " Never HJ I•rael' ■ past ·bad Yahwti demanded worah1p ot this 

sort. Not even in thcae early days when Yahwe had unifested Himself 

so wondrou■ly to the children or I~rael. The saor1t1~1al cult with 

all its ramit1oationa was not, now, nor bad it ever been, an integral 

part of the true wor■h1p of Yahweb. It waa false, illu•ory, blasphemous 

and it &Ya1led nothing. Those who put their trust 1n it were drowned . 

Amoa lay• emphaaia, then, upon the fact tbat Y.hwe cannot be 

found 1n mere external worah1p ·w1th all 1t■ magical devicea. How then 

can He be found? What conwti tutea t_he proper wor■hip of Y&hwet)l'l Amoa 

leaves no doubt in the la1Dd.1 or h1a hearer• on th.i s score. 

11Amo■ 1a a spiritual prophet... . ... and he clearly apprehends 

t he true esi,ence o f 5- spir1tual religion, 11 wr1tea Skinner.I The 

question of' t he day was, what was the true conception to be formed 

of Yahwe and His requ1rement et ''Was He to be conceived as a God who 

delighted tn the aerv1oe whtch. Israel rendered Him, al:ld unspiritual 

worship, the essence of whtab lay 10 a routine of' ritual ol>1~rvanoea, 

in which the oaoral ity of the worshlppe:£ wae a utter of 1nd1tference, . 
and which was inf~aed, oerta1nly to a large extent blended with beathen 

elementet o r was H·e to be conceived as a purely spiritual Being, to 

W1lom the saor1f1oea of tle■ were 1napprec1&D~e, and Wbos• sole desire 

was rtghteou■oess, being Himself, as might be said, the very ethical 

oone>ept1on 1mperaonated?"2 

--------------------------------------------------------------------~ 
I Skinner •tntroduotton t~ Book ot Amos p. 111 

-
-2 Skinner "Introduction to Book or Amoa p. lll 



Amoa felt and expressed t he antagon1ea between these two oonoep-

:::~1t:•a~ ::d~•::::.:rv~:l::•~::;J:::1::~:h::;u:n:::•r::h. 
I n ■hort, he \ Qted the v1tlat1on of the moral law by t hose who were 

moat zealoua in the perfor~noe ot rel1g1ou■ rites and ceremonies. 

"They do not knO:W b.ow to act uprigbtly, saith 
the Lord, they who pile up t he fruit or violence 
or tyr-anny in their pal.ace•. 11 (Amo■ 3 , 10) 

"·Therefore," 1aya the prophet, 11tbey will be utterly de■troyed." Only 

a few ind1v1duala will be i or~unate enough. to escape but they will not· 

be nWReroua enough to constitute a nation. Iarael will ceaae to exiat. 

The innocent Will ■utter with the gutlty. 

"Juat as the ahepherd may reaeue trom the mouth 
ot the l1on a couple or ah1n-bonea or the tip. 
ot an ,ar, preci•ely ao shall tbe Iaraelitea 
ea cape who ■1 t on the corner of the couch in 
~amaria . " (Amoa 3: 12) 

~ 

"Not g1:rta to God but Ju1tice to men! was b.11 cry. How can men -
ao bare ot all f eei1nga of delicacy and ahame aa the rather and 

who carry on their debauoh in the name ot religion at the 

the ■uttering ot the poor?" I 

"mtiey trample upon the beada ot the poor as 1f 
on the duat of the earth and decline Justice 
to the poor. And a man and h1a father go 1nto 
the aame maid to protane lly holy name. " 
.lDd upon pawned cl.the• tney recl1ne by the 
■14• ot every altar, and they drink the wine 
bo\l&ht with money paid 1n tine■ in the nou■e 
ot tbe1r God (Amoa 217-8 ) 

1• t he Godot Ju■t1oe and rigb.teouaneaa and He pun1 ■h•• 1nJuat1oe 

•1th r•l•ntleas anger. Be d1at1ngu1■b•• between the true wor■tlip ot 

1,re1~ and t he falae WQr9b1p tnat 1a ottered at the 1anctuari••· 

"Tbu1 aaltn the Lord to the hou■• or I■rael, 1f 
1• would aeek Ile ye would ltve. And if J~ would 
no t ■eek Beth-Kl a-net tl"equent not Gilpl and •lt• not pilptlM&•• to Beer■heba; Y• G1lgal shall 

be exiled and Beth-El ■hall fall a prey to deatruo­
tion. 11 (.boa 514--5) 

~~9----------------------------------------------------------------
I Bewer p. 91 



Now we ooJN to the Po•it1ve element• in Amo•' preachment, tor tbn 

p~ophet 1 1 no( ontent merely to ~eall-4own t he tal•• notion• ot beli41t 

which make th nation r1pe tor Judgment. He would point out to the 

people tl:le rt t, way to worah1p Yabw•b, thougb tbA realization baa bee11 

dl'iven ho■• to him, long ere thia,· t hat tua ac1v10. v.111 b . .. oc.1·n•d anc! 

reJected. · If the saor1r1e1a1 oult 11 ot no value 1D tbe ••arch tor G<:>d, 

what, theo, 1• or value? How oan 11an ■eek God? The ap■~er to tb1s 

question ■eem■ to ua to be a1mple, indeed, .but wben Amo■ uttered 1t 

tor the ttr■t time 1t was a new revelat ion, a 1tupendou• rel1poua 

advanc •. He ■aye . 

"Seek good and not evil 1n order tbat you may 
11Te and tbat tbe Lord God Sabaoth be truly 
with you a■ you believe. N•Y, bate evil and 
love good and e■tabliah Juatioe 1n the oourt■ 
ot Ju■t~ce. Perchance, ao• may be grac1oua to 
deoi•• •d Jo■eptl (A.mo■ 5114•15) 

And again atter be ha■ ■oo:rtd tbe 1aol!:1.t1o1al oul t, 
4' 

"But let Ju■t1o• ,gu■h tortb like water■ , and 
righte~u•n••• l~k• a perennial ■tream. 

(Amo■ 5124) 

Here we have the Tery e■1enoe ot the only wor■bip wbiom AJIOa 

daeu aoceptabl• to Yahweb. In tb11 ■uooibot 1tatement be 1uu up 

the requireaenta wb1ob God lay■ down tor tho•• who •••k Hi ■ pN1ence . 

They are brief and ■1mple. All tbat Yamre require■ 1a a lite ot 

Juat1ce and humanity, a lite 11Ted in a6"oordaaoe with ~1• un1ver1al 

ln or morality . A atr11d.ng ~rallel to thta though 1• found 1n 

Micah 6: 8 . 

"Be bath tol4 thee, 0 man, what 11 good; and 
what the Lord God doth require or tbee, only 
to do Ju■tly • to love mercy and to walk humbly 
with tby God •. " 

But tn &n4 aiaple aa Yabwllli!a requ1rementa ■eemecl to 'be, they remained! 

tor Iorael an unatta1.D&ble ideal. 

Alone with Amo■' reactions aga1n■t the popular notion ot Yohweb, 

ae the· tr~bal 0.4 ot Iarael,and hie acattan1 denuno1at1on ot the oua-



14 • 

tomary mo4e or wor■h1pp1ng B1a at the ■aor1t1o1ai altar we au■t . oon■1der 
• 

hi■ new 1Dterpretat1on of tt ■o-called •Day ot ~ahw"e'lr." Here again we 

(1.DA n1■ at war w1tb an 1de ~b1ob held away 1n ldrael tor aany yeara 

before be ••livered bi■ prop e.cy aad which waa to continue to be pop­

ular tor generation• .atterward. 

Ardently _the people looked forward to the Day of Yahweb,tbat day 

ot day■, ·wben YtLhwe would trU1mpb OYer all the enea1e■ ot Israel. I t ., 

was to be the day of f inal victory. Thereafter I•rael would enjoy un­

disturbed peace and proeper1ty . A new era or bapp1neaa would ensue tor 

the nation. The day or Yohwe would uaher 1n the m1llen1um. 

Amoa •1th ht8 customary love or paradox rudely abattera thia belier. 

lie eaye, , 
"Woe unto those who long for the day or Yahwa. Or 
wbat use would be unto you t he da_J of Yahwe. It 
1■ a day of darkn••• and not or llgbt. '' (Amo• 5tl8) 

Th18 passage 1a to be correlated w1th the previous passage, 

Aod again 

"Therefore thua saith the Lord God Sabaoth, 1n all 
places there w 111 be wailing, and 1n a ll streeta 
they will call out, "woe, woe". The husbandman 
will call th.a proteaeional wailers .for moura1ng 
and laaentation. In all vineyards there will be 
wailing when I pass through your M1aat. (Amoa 5tl6-17) 

"Verily the day ot Yamre 18 a day et darkness am 
not of l1gbt; a day ot utter darkness without any 
ray _or 11gbt.u (Aao■ 5ac0} 

-
Tllu8, aooording to Amoe, ~ "Day ot Yabwe", tar fl"Om being a day 

v1ctor7, will be a day ot utter gloom aM deepa1r. It will bring 

iumph tor Y&.h•~. but tor the people, only deatruot1on and doom. In 

ct the entire t&rd 9aot1on ot Amoe' prophecy 18 taken up with de­

r1pt1on or the woe8 that will prevail when I•rael J1eet8 the rate 1t 

richly desenea. Tb& aeatruction or Iarael was ao real for him 
' the spoke ot 1t aa it it bad al.ready taken plaoe (hoe 513) . Mot 

a moment waa he da•sled an4 bllnted by tbe temporary m111tary 



• 
eucoe11ea gained by Jereboam II. He J~dged aociety by one ataDd.ard • 

• 
Did 1t mea■ure upfo .the divine requ1r~mente ot Ju1tice and righteou1-

neae? If not, n matt.er wb&t pro1per1ty a natian attained it wa1 

doOlled to de1truct n. 
11Ther• 1• a aternnea■ 1n Amo1 wb1cb was born ot •ral 1nd1gnat1on. 

H~ waa a man or ■teel wboae indomitable ap1r1t no oppo■ition could break. 

But we muat not forget tbat be pleaded tw1ce •1th Y~mr• trlr li~tle 

Jacob . 111 

And again 

"Aod when they (tbe loou■t1) bad oonaume4 tb.e 
berba ot the 1011 ; I aa1d, O Lord, forgive; 
bow could Jacob endure ■inc• be 11 ao small." 

(Amoa 7ti) 

"ADd I sa14 10 Lord God deaiat. H•• ahoul4 
.kceb enat s1noe he 1-. ao 1ma11." (Amoa 715) 

"But tbeae waralnga bad been 1n va1n ! ..,, Too blind to understand 

the meaning wh1ch · Go4 ••nt Hie vieitationa to convey, the people 

sought to appea1e Hie wratb by inereaaed zeal in their ceremonial 

worab.tp, bJ 1aor1.t1oe1 and &1~•: and 10 UIJ)S teara, tor tbeir f\lture, 

grew evermore, until at laat he found himaelt taoe to taoe with the 

awtul real1aat1on tbat their doom waa ■ealed . . . 
"Tbua 0o• O&U8N ae to ••• and behold tbe Lord 
atood upon tbe wall &M" iD 81 • band waa a 
Plwab-l1ne. Aod the Lord 1a1• unto me what 
1ee■t \bou. Amol? AncS I Bald, a plumb-llne: 
Ant 0o• 1a1•. I am about to apply a pl\lllb­
llne to ¥Y people, I■rael, I eball no longer 
torll-Te them.• (Amo• 7t7•~) : 

••rom that t1me on, boweTer ter•eQtlJ he bad 1nterce4ed with God ter 

tbem b9lore, he ••• unable t• pray tor tbem, tor he ••• ab1olately 

ooDYlnced that no 1.Dteroeeaien oould etay God'a Judpent. In Tin 

ot tbi■ 1t cannet be doubte4 tbat Am•• started out on b1a m11a1on 

with a clear vla1en ot the utter hDpelea■neaa ot the 11tuat1on, tbat 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
I Bawer "Literature ot the Old Te1tament11 p. 9_, 

.. 



"I 11, aa far a1 the 111J111841ate tutUN .ot b11 people waa concerned. 
0 In Amoa' 

meroy or hope, 

-rophec1ea there 1a ~o olear aaaurance ot pardon or 

1tern unoompro~l1a1irg Juat1oe ... 2 

.. Daya will OODlel saith tba Lord when I •111 
aend t&J11ne 1c1 the land, not fa111.ne of bread 
nor drought ot water, but of hearing tne word 
ot Goci. They aball wander fl-om aea to sea, 
troa the nartb even to the aunr1ae they aball 
roam to tine! t ,he word ot God but aball not f!.nd 
it. (Amoa 8111-12) 

This 1a a unique statement in biblical literature. Hosea 6c) 

etatea the very opposite . L1ght is shed upon Amoa 8111-12 and upon 

Jeremiah 14118 and Isai....h ~8119 (~im1lar peaa1m1s~1c utterance■) by 

Y1oah 316-7. Everyone or these paaaagee rarer to one ract. Booauee 

of the people's bel1et 1n r~h~• as a national God they are bound to 

be bewildered when aeatruct1on overtakes them. They will be left 
.... 

utterly deaolate, without anchorage, without light to gu1de them out 

-or the darkness. Ezekiel ~7:11 e:ont1rma the propta.t1o view. Tho•• 

1bo survived the destruction tbough·t or themselves aa utterly ruined. 

Amoa 8111-12 1a, however, tras~entary 1D character and we are 

3ust1t1ed 1n aaaum1ng tbat verses o:r a more hopeful nature may bave 

rollowed them. We come to thla conclusion from auney1ng the writinga . 
~f Hoaea, !Da1ah, J ~t'emiah and K1oaltl, all ot whom agree th.at deatruc- -

~1on will reault 1n regeneration anc1 rebirth. The present oonclus1on . . 
>t the book, 9111•15, cannot bave bt!llen written by Amoa. I t sti.owa 

tv1dencea ot ex111c autboreh1p. 

Amoa baa been Juatly called ttlEt prophet of r1gbteouaneea. Htt 

usa~ed the lmowleds e or the moral Jlaw 1n all men. He understood 1ta 

.mplioat1eoa. He waa the r1ret t o develop the 1clea or the d1v1ne 

.mmanenoe. He bel4 that Go4 1• 1Dtutrent, indwelling 1n aan, that Re 

•eveala Hiuelt through man' e moral and ap 1r1 tual aelt to all men 

·-------------------------------------------------------------------I Buttenw1e■er "Propbeta or Iars1.el" p. 2c, 
~ Buttemr1eeer •prophets of IareLel" p. 303 

l 
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ali e. Thus, tor the t1rst t1.Jle 1n history 1t came 'to be recognized 

-that th& relat1on1hip between man and God waa a moral one. And from 

this time on moral perfect.ion became the religious ideal. Hosea, 

·Ioa1ah, IUoah, Jeremiah, Deutero-Iaa1ah, in abort, all the ~ reat 

litera ry prophets, who followed Amoa, 1na11t that Justice and right­

eo~snes8 are the bonds that bring man near to God. ,.. 

• 



-
C H A P T E R II 

HOSEA 

In George A<lam 5'111 th' ts t"1ne commentary on the book of Hosea, he 

makes th11 a1gniticant atatement, "There was needed a prophet to arise 

with aa keen a conscience or law as Amoa himself, and yet affirm that 

love was greater still ; to admit that Israel were doomed, and yet prom­

ise their redemption by pr9"0e1aea as reasonable and as ethical as those 

by which the doom had been rendered inevitable . The prophet of Con­

science had to be followed by the prophet of Repentance." I 
. 

The prophet of repentance was , of course, Hosea. He began to 

prophea,y a few years after Amol!!, duritfg the concluding years of the ,. 
r eign of Jereboam II and he continll'ed h1s preaohing until the death 

of Menabem or perhaps until the overthrow of his son, Pekabia, by 

P ekah ben Remalyab. 

In the first two chapters of bls propheoy, the prophet relates 

the story of his 11fe. He had married a woman who proved to be un­

worthy, yet he continued to love her even arter she bad b&en untrue 
,. 

to him. It seeme that he suspected her f1del1ty as .early as the 

• birth or hie second child tor he calla her by a strange name, ttNot 

Beloved." B11 th1rd child he calla "Not-my-kin. 11 After tbil, h1s 

wife ran away tl'om home and abaodoned herself to a sinful life, fin­

ally selling herself into 1lavery. But, in ap1te ot all this, Hoeea 

found that be still oared tor her. He paid the maeter t he purchase 

price or a slave and brought her once more to the protecting abelter 

ot hie home. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------

I G. A Sm1.tb "The Book ot tne Twelve" p . 228 

18 
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''At the end of thi1 exper1e~ce it was revealed to b.im tbat th11 
• 

was the Lordt doing. Be aaw that the 1cene1 he· had gone through were 

a presentat n 1n human lite ot the drama 1n whicb Yahwe and Israel had 

the leading rte. Yahwmb.ad choeen Israel as H1a own but Israel bad 

been untaitbtul. The very names, tb.at H~•ea had been led to give bis 

children were revelations or the mind of Yahwfh. Jezreel, the first­

born, foreshadowed the vengeance that ahould be takeb fo~ tbe crime of 

Jezreel . ( i.e. Jehu's murder ot the two kinga and Jezebel) . Unloved, 

the next child , ahowa the revul■ion of feel1Dg in the he&Tt of Yahw~, 

in view of I~rael's defection fro~ Him. Not-my-kin, the youngest, in­

dicates the breaking off of the relations wbich bad exiated between 

Yahwe and Israel. And yet even when the t1nal sentence or separation . 
~ 

had been pronounced the heart of Yahwe · goee out to His people, as the 

heart or the prophet goes out to h1a erriQS wife ~ Be cannot give them 

up. Though for a time he may be una'ble to reatrain tnem f'roaa wandering, 

yet H1e love impels Him to go after them. He will seek them and lead 

them again into the wilderness, where, as or yore, the covenant will be 

established between them. The heart of Yabweti1a rev~aled to us by the 

heart o t man. ••1 

-- ------------------------------
Hosea's pic t ure ot the stat e of affairs in hie time is as dark as 

tbs. t of A.nos perhape even darker. 

"Hear the word or Y~hwe, eons ot Israel. Yahweh 
hath a quarrel with the 1nhab1tanta of the land 
tor there is no truth, nor love, nor kno~ledge, 
or God in the land. There is virtually deceit, 
murder, thett and adultery! They are dissolute 
and one bloOC,y deed follows closely on the heels 
of another . 11 (Hosea 4il-2) 

"The great Jereboam 11 dead and society, which 1n the East depends 

so much on the 1nd1T1dual, 1a loose and falling to pieces. The sins 
---------------------------------------------------------------------- -

I · Hepry P re■el'Ved Smith ·"Old Testament History" p. 223 
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,b1ch are exposed by A1110a were ¢hoee that 1'1i-ked beneath a still strong 

government, butoeea adds outbreaks w~ a3t all oroer at detiance. 

Later we shall i nd him describing house breaking, highway robbery and 

esase1natioo.' I 

Especially do es Hosea attack the priests who teed on the sine of 

tbe people. The more the people sin, the mora merrily the priests thrive 

on fine s and sin offerings. And 1n 4t9a he points out 11l1ke priest like 

peopl e . ·' Instead of being the leader■ among the peopl e and setting a 
. 

good example tor them, the priests are utterly ·immoral and corrupt, and 

the masses follow 1n their footsteps. Therefore continues Hosea, 

"Thou Wilt 1beur ruin presently and the prophet 
will ■eet rule with thee. My people must perish 
because or lack or knowledge of God, for thou 
hast reJe~ted knowledge or God. Therefore I 
eball re~eot thee . from m1nl eter1ng to Ile as 
priest. Thou hast forgotten the revelation ot 
thy God, therefore~ ~hall forget t hy children, 
•Aa many as they are they a1n aga1na\ Ke. there-
tore I shall. ohanE§e their glory i nto d 1sgrace . " 

(Hosea 4:5-7) 

He condemns the saorific1al cult Just as hie predecesso~ Amos, 

bad done. 

"Thou, It,rael, art leading a lewd lire. Would 
th.at Judah might not incur guilt. - Do not go 
to G1lgal. Do not cross over to Beth-Aven and 
do not swear 'as God liveth ' ."(Hosea 4115) 

~ere 1s proof that Hosea was familiar w1th the preaobin~ of Amos and 

1n thorough accord with h1s views as regards the saorificial cult. 

I n 10: 5 he mentions 11the calves of Beth-Aven" i n connect1o.n with tbe 

~orsb.1p of the people of s~niaria and it 1s clear that he means Beth­

tl. Amos, in speaking ~t the sanctuary at Beth-el, had used the ex­

pression, ''Beth Aven", the "doomed sanctuary and Hosea repeats tbe 

very words of the earlier prophet. 

L1k~ A.mos, Hosea is a preacher of morality. He represents Yahweh 

---------------------------- -------------~--------------------------
I G. A. SIilitti "Book ot the Twelve." p. 257 
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as saying, 

This passa ge is 

• 

( 

"Fo
1

n rthel del1ght 1n• lo\-e"" and not 1n 
knowledge .ot God more than 

1nga." (Hosea 61 6) 

r iniacent ot Amoa~ words, 

aaor1tice, and 
1n burnt-ofter-

"Seek good and not. evil in order that ye may live 
and that the Lor·d God Sabaoth may be truly with 
you as you believe. Nay ltate evil and love good 
and establish Juatioe in the courts ot Justice . 
Perchance God might pe grao1oua unto ~ec1mated 
Joseph ." (A-mos 5rl4•15) 

or it reminds one or ihat striking denuncia tion or t he aacr1fieial cult, 

beginning 

"I loathe your rest1vale, I cannot eodure your 
holy assemblies , etc. 11 (Amoa 5:,1) 

Hosea, too, rejects as false worship, the whole system or sacri­

fices that seema to have go.tten#~uob a t1rm .hold upon the popular 1mag-

1nat1on. He accepts as true ~orship the spiritual striving of man to 

attain perfection, the consoioua moulding-of human lite atter the pat­

tern ot the divine, the "1m1tatio Del." He says, 

"Ye shall know God by aspiring to know IUm. It we 
but aearoti tor Him we aball surely t1nd Him. " 

~ (Roaea 61,) 

God cannot be rouoo at the aaoritiolal altar. Those who frequent the 

~a notuariea in the hope t hat they will tied Hi• there are doomed to 

disappointment. The key which leads man to the presence ot God is not 

in the poaeeaaion or the pr1eata and prophet,. Neither 1a it to be 

round 1~ the pertormanoe or magio rites and ceremonies, no matter with 

what scrupulous oare they may be enacted. No, t h1a key ts in the heart 

Jt man. Hia spiritual aelr must aearcti for God. A• the paalmlat ex­

preaaed 1t, 

~., heart ll'Yer• o Ta , m,selr dotb ■eek Tbyaelr, 
I will ever aeek eelt, o Lord. ·1 

( Psalm 2718) 

"Bothing oould be 110re obaracterlat1c or Hosea, nothing more conao­

nant with tu.a views 1n general tban the revelation or this fundamental 
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trutb. ror llo■ea, knowledge ot Oo4 1a the autb ot what man should as­

pire to, an~ lack of knowledge the cauae...gj' all evil; -- tnat vioe and 

oorrupuon boll!. lay, and that :·tha iip1r1t of whoradom posseaeeth tha 

people" 111 tor t tbe result ot their not ltaowtng God. Bee 411 tt and 

514. nI 

Ir tb.e people only knew Yab.we, as tbe prophe~ knew Him, they would 

not confound tn~ worship of Yabwe •1th the demoralizing ~~al worship; 

they would not commit the terrible sine w1~b wb1cb the prophet charged 

thea; they would not violate every law ot decency. I1 they really knew 

Yahweh" the people would not enter 1nto entangling alliances with !ore1gr. 

nations; they would not become involved 1n political 1ntr1guee. The 

people perish ror laok of knowledge . They face d1aaater and ruin be­

oauae they do not know God, do• not aspire ~o know H1m. 

Hosea was well aware or the f aot that~s1nc1ng had become a habit 

with tbe people. He held no hope for &fll miraculous change of heart. 

He bad witnessed severa l 1n■tance■ of so-called repentance, several 

b.alt-hearteQ attempt• at reformation. But always there bad been back­

sl1d1ngs and the people were worse now than ~ver before. Therefore, 

they were ripe for deeti,ict1on. The 1neT1table doom must overtake them. 

The inexorable decree or punishment must be v1s1ted upon them. 

Up to this point, Husea doea not dittft material ly from Amoe, ex­

cept,: perhaps, that a ring of pathos 1s noticeable throughout hie writ­

ings,~ deep undercurrent or sympathy, wh1cn, while not lacking in the 

prophecy or A!DOs ( aee f.1DDs 711-5) ia nevertbelea■· not ao apparent. 11Tbere 

1ts a note of austerity in the t.erma 1n wh1Qb Amos speaks. It. 1• true tbt:t 

meaaa~ he bears la a bard one: but n1a yo{lnger contemporary, Hosea, baa 

substantially the same message to bring; and yet tbere ia a marked d1t-

•teP,enae in the tone 1n wh1cb he delivers 1t. Hosea• a:s whole abUl goes 

~---------------------------------------------------------------------
, I Buttemr1eaer ·1.Prophets of Israel ' p. ~49 
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ut in atteotion and eympatb;y tor hie ~opl1; he would glve h1a all to 

eolaim it, it only it were poea1b~e; every line almo■t, teetifiee to 

he reluotano~ ith wh1oh he eadly ,o,rn:-;,he. truth that the psro•pe&~ of 

mendment 1• ~ eleae."I 

Both prophet■ preach the 1mpenting doom of the nation. They look 

it aa a foregone oonclua1on that the people muat pay the supreme 

' penalty. But here a new factor enters into the preaching of Hosea, 

n1ch marke an~ther great epoch 1n _the advance of rel1g1oua thought. 

thie new idea, fund&llental 1n the prophecy or Hosea, ia that the re-
I 

lat1on8h1p between Israel and Yahweh 1a one of love . Thie novel con-

ception of the bond,wh1cb unites I ■rael to 1te God, gives hie whole 

teaching a different coloring from that of ' Amo8. 

A8 ■tated above, Hoeea s,ame .to the realization that God wa8 love , 

through the tragic experience of his life. As he looke back upon his 

)Wn marital experience he aee8 the hand or God leac!ing Pim to become -
1 prophet. He begins to understand that the drama enacted 1n hie own 

life 18 but a parallel 1n miniature of the mighty drama enacted be­

tween God and Ierael . Gomer baa been ta1\ hlesa to bim and he 1a able 

to forgive her. 80, too, with Israel and Yahweh . Israel has acted the 

1anton, bs.1 wilfully foraak'en Yahweh and broken &1■ moral liw of Justice 

and righteoueneas. Yet, Yahweh 1a able ~o forgive. Thus "when all 1s 
. 

10, ~, the prophet's love for guilty and fallen Israel forbids him to de-

spair. For that love 1e no mere earthly affection . It 1a Jehovah's 

love for Hie err ing people that speaks through Hosea's soul. The heart 

of the prophet beats responsive to the heart or Him who loved Israel 

,he l he wae a child and called Bia eon out of Egypt. 

''How can I give thee up Bphra1mT How can I oaat 
thee away Ierael? My heart burn• w1tb1n ... Jl;J' 
co■paee1on 11 k1mled. I will not execute tbe 

·----------------------------------------------------------------------
I Sk1nner"Introduct1on to Book of Amoa"p. 112 



tieroeneaa . ot Ky wrath; 1 •w111 not turn to destroy 
thee ; tor I am God and na; man, the Holy One in the 
midst or thee ." (Hosea...11:8) 

n the extremity or Judgment Jehov~h -will yet work repentance and aal­

at1on, and rrom he death knell ot Sa.maria the accents ot bope and 

~rom1ae nell forth in pure and strong cadence 1n the laet chapter or 

ihe prophecy, out c:£ a heart which has tound its rest with God rrom all 

ihe troubles ot ~ stormy lite.I 

"I will heal their backal1d1ng, I will l ove them 
treely tor Kine anger 1a turned away from him. 
I •111 be aa the dew to Israel: he shall bud 
forth as the -lily and strike his roots in Lebanon ." 

(Hoaea 14:5-6) 

The ideas expressed in the fourteenth chapter ot Hosea are not at 

·ariance •1th those of the rest or the book, as Buttenw1eaer points out . 2 

1he conteaaion ot a1n, ,. 

"Assyria shall not eave~us ; and we w111 no loneer 
ride on horsea; nor will we call Jny more the work 
or our bands our god~; For in Thee the fatherless 
finds mercy." (Hosea 14:4) 

a in harmony with Hosea 's view or a new nation which will be built 

1pon the ru1na of the old. The Israel or his generation, sadly de­

'1cient in the knowledgd of God, hopelessly e~tangled in alliances 

·1th the wor\d-powers or· the d~y, will surely pariah. But the deatruc­

ion, terrible to cont~mplate, will not be final. There will be a re-

1irth.. A new nation will arise different from the old as ·day 1a differ-
. 

nt from night. In th1• regenerated Israel the toundation of society 

111 be the true knowle~ge of God. Justice and r1ghteouanesa will pre­

ail. There will be no straying arter other Goda, no hope ot salvation 

n all~ ncea wtih other nations. It 1a thia Israel or the tuture that 

111 utter the aent1menta expressed 1n 1414 • • -----------------------------------------------------------------------
I Robertson Smith "Prot/te ot Ierael." p. 159 

2 Buttenw1eaer "Pror/ta of Iarael." p. 246 
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Perhaps the moat a1gn1t1oant part or Bo•ea•a propheoy 1a taken up 

with this hope tor the tuture. Se dwell• at length on the process, by 

meana of which Israel will tt be reunited wit~ Yahweh. 

"Thereto I shall apeak perauaa1 vely to her. I 
.shall le .her to the wilderness and appeal to 
her hear Then I will reassign to her, her 
vineyards , and the valley of .tribulation I shall 
oonvert to the gate of hope. Then she will re­
spond to Ke as 1n the days or her youth, as the 
day that I brought her forth out of Egypt. On 
that day, ea1th the Lord, tbou shalt call Ke Ieh1, 
thou abalt no longer call Ke Ba&li. I shall re­
move the names ot Baal from her mouth and they 
aball no longer be recalled. And on that day I 
shall make on their behalf a covenant with the 
beasts of the t1eld and with the b1rda ot the 
heaven, and tbe reptiles of the earth, and the 
bow and the sword and war I shall eradicate from 
the land and I shall cause them to live 1n se­
curity. { Hosea 2: 16-20) 

In the se verses the prophet implies that Yahweh will follow Israel 

t hrough the misery and degradation awaiting her, agatn driving home the 

cenj,ral idea of the prophetic teaching, that God is ever present in the 

heart of man, that He reveals Himself through man's sp iritual and moral 

self . 

In the Israel of the future there will be no l onger traces of Can­

aan1t1sh paganism. Neither will t here be war any more. The people wtll 

dwell 1n security and ease, at peace With one another . How this will be 

br ought about he expl ains in the fo l lowing verses. 
.,,,,, 

"I w111 betroth thee unto Me forever. I will be- • 
troth thee unto Ke by the bond of Jus11ce and 
r1gpteousnesa, by the bond of love and fervent 
devotion. I will betroth thee unto Me in taith­
tulness and thou shalt truly know God . "(Hoaea 2t21-22) 

In these verses we bave the very essence of Hosea's teaching. He 

r eiterates the word which Amoa bad spoken before him 

"Bu~ let jus~ ce gush torth 11.ke water, and rieht­
eoueneas like a perennial stream . " (Amos 5 c 24) 

anq he expands upon them. He touohea upon the basic truth of the whole 

pr ophetic preachi ng which prooee~s directly from the prophet ' s own 
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spiritual consc1ousnees, trom h1e keen underatand1ng ot the moral re-. 
lat1onsh1p between God and man -- the truth that jusU.ce and righteous-

• 
ness are the t1esc 1ch bind man to ~d. 'Btlt he goea a atep beyond 

A~os . 1 • 

Both prophet re concerned with the moral relation existing be­

tween Yahweh and Israel but each one ~mphas1zes a dirrerent aspect or 

that relation. The thought of '6moa centers 1n the absolute Justice ot 
, 

Yahweh, the ruler ot the universe . "He looka upon the eleetion of Iarael 

as a purposive moral act always subject to moral eriticiam and control ••. 

Just as Y&h.weh punishes the 1n1qu1ties or other nations on moral grounds, 
. 

so will He punish those of Iarael; the special relation that exists be-

tween the nation and H1mselr carri es with it a higher moral demand, and 

severer penalties. The idea or God ,tbat dominates the prophet's mind , 
• 1a clear .and unmistakeable. Yahweh 1a r 1g~t.aoua and has both will and 

power to administer the government ot the world by the standard of His 

own character. The moral revulsion or Amos from the immoral religion 

and the religious immorality or the Nort.hern Kingdom became h.1s divine 

call to prophe•J• H1a contribution to the 1dea ot God 1a essentially 

t he faith that the d1T1ne personality is not leas moral t ban the human 

heart or the prophet. 111 

Hosea, on the other band, Mwith a moral realism no leas stern ,, 
thao his predeceeaor and a moral standard every Whit aa hlgh, pro-

claimed Love to be the ultimate element 1n ·religion;. not only because 

1t moves man to a repentance and God to a redemption more sovereign 

than any law; but because 1t neglected or abused, whether ae love ot 

man or tOTe ot God, it entorcea a doom still more inexorable than that 

required by violated truth or outraged justice ." 2 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
I Robinson "Religious Idea■ ot the Old Testament ." p. 68 

2 G. A. Smith "Book or the Twelve" p. 231 
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Viewed 1n the light ot Hosea's teaching,_ 1t oan readily be seen, 

t he n, that 

defective. 

motive for 

eousness. 

great as was the message or Amoe 1t was 1D some respects . 
For{atter all, rear or puni~ent is n,ot the highest 

livi\ in harmony with th~ moral law or Justice and right­

The Yahweh, of whom Amos spoke, was an etlb.ical God, but Jie 

was not a loving God. The punishment Be decreed wa1s tinal. There 

was no repeal from the sternness of His Judgment. ltio note of optimism 
• or hopefulness appears to relieve the awtul monotony of the constantly 

repeated pronouncement of doom. Deep despair and gloomy rorebod1ngs 

lurk 1n every sentence of Amos' prophecy. 

Hosea, however, in his interpretation of Yahweh, as the God of 

love, supplies a new motive for ethical rigb.teouane1se . He ab.ares 

with Amos the belief that Yahweh 1s the King or t he Universe, the 
' 

God of Justice and righteousness, Who reJects the f1!llse ritual of .... 
eacr1f1eee a nd oondemns immorality, social w1ckedne1s'S and oppression . 

He agrees with Amos that Israeli~ a sinful nation , and that 1t cannot 

endure . But he 'lannot believe that Yahweh •111 turr1 away from His 

people forever. The covenant entered into by Yahweb and Israel 1s 

not an ordinary business agreement which, when brokt:tn by one ot the 

contracting pa r ties , becomes '!)ull and void. Yahweh onose Israel to 
,,/ 

be Hie own out of l ove, and even t hough I srael provt!fd fa1 thlees to 
# 

the t erms of the covenant, Yahweh would not w1thdra,, Bis protection 

forever. 

Hosea pictures Yahweh as being deeply grieved by Israel's at­

titude. He must puniah Israel but He does so ooly nnen it becomes 

cl ear l'that t he people are beyond redempt.1on . Hosea., himself, is 

heartbroken at the message he must proclaim. Rober1,eon Smith ohar­

acter1zes bis whole prophecy as a long cry of anguinh, but this 1s 

hardly true. 
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Part of it is a long ory ot anguish -- that part which deals with -
the Israel of his own day . But the rest of his prophecy, that part 

which deals with t{ purified Israel o; th:-ruture , might better be 

call ed 0 a song of ~ pe and promise." For in it the prophet gives 

a ssurance that God will reclaim His peqple and wondrously manifest 

Himself to them 

"The cumber of the children of Israel shall be as 
the sand of the sea which cannot be mt asur ed nor 
numbered; and it shall come to pass tha t, i nstead 
of tha t which was said to them 'Ye a r e not )(y 
people ', it shall besa1d unto them: Ye are the 
children of the living God . • .. • . • for great shall 
be the day of Jezreel . " (Hosea 2:1-2) 

-



CH APTER III 

ISAIAH 

Isa1ah'a ministry extended from the year 740 to 701. These forty 

years were a stormy period i n both the Northern and the So~thern king­

doms and practically every important event. which took place during 

t his t1me,called forth some utterance on the part of the prophet. Tbe 

events of these years are bound up with the rise of the Assyrian Em­

pire under Tiglath Pileser III and his successor. 

Some of the important events. recorded are as follows: the civil 

-war that started in Israel after the death ot Jereboam II and continued 
..,, 

fo r about six years (742-736); the alliance of P elt&h, ~King of ;arael, 
- '-

with Damascus for the purpose of opposing Assyria; (the two kioga, 

Pekah and Rezin threatened, but did not actually attack Juday) the 

downfall or Samaria brought about by Sbalme.neser III and Sargon IV in 

722; the insurrection ot the Palestinian countries against Assyria, 

713-711, which led to the oooqupst of Ashdod by Sargon's army; the 

alliance of Judah and other Palestinian and Syrian countries with 
~ 

Egypt to oppose Assyria on the death ot Sargon in the year ·705. (The 

result of this alliance waa that Sennaober1b appeared in 702 and 701 

and gained a decisive victory. He sent a detachment or b1a army to 

Jerusalem and demanded the surrender of the city.) 

It ..,ill be seen, upon examination of Iaa1ah'a reoorde, that, 

basically, he entertains the aame vine aa h1a predeceeaor,Amoa and 

his predecessor and contemporary, Hosea. "The two great ideas ot God, 

as righteous and as loving, spring from the fundamental thougttofthe 
29 
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ersonal relation wh1oh un1tea Him to H1a people and are bqth needed 

~o reveal its content. But when thee~ two are recognized , all other . 
1oral attr1butes£ e 1mpl1c1tly given. Co nsequently we do not find 

;hat t he third g at prophet or this ~entury is able to add any fur­

;her attribute w h we can place beside the fundamental qualities 

,r l ove and righteousness. What Iaa1ah does 1s, however, to lift the 

Ldea of the righteous and loving God of Israel to a new majesty of 

:onception by his repeated emphasis on the divine hol1ne t s. The fam-

liar details of the vision 1n the ~~~le,wh1ch constituted the pro­

>he t' s ca l l, sufficiently ill ustrate t his as does his favorite title 

~or Yahweh -- the 'Holy One' of Israel! 1 

"In the 7ear that King uza1ah died, I beheld God 
sitting upon a high, a lofty throne and the hem 
of His robe filled, the Temple . Seraphim sur­
rounded Hwi, each having six wings , with two 
they would cover t heir faces, with two t hey would 
cover their legs , and,.with two they would fly . 
And I heard them call to one ano~ her and say: 
"Holy, Holy, Holy, ~a the Lord of Hosts ; the 
whole earth 1s aglow with His glory . " And the 
s1~ ls of the portals shook from the sound of 
them that were calling , and the house became 
ever more filled with smoke. And I said, woe 
is unto me , I must die; since I am a man of 
unclean lips , and I 11n among a people ot 
unclean lips: yea , m,y eyes have beheld the 
King, the Lord ot Hosts. Thereupon, one of 
the Seraphim tlew unto me with a red-hot ooal, 
fe t ched with tongs from the altar, 1n bis hand . 
And he touched 'fil3 mou~ and said, inasmuch as 
this touches thy lips, thy guilt departs and 
thy s1n 1a blotted out. Then I heara the voice 
ot the Lord aay1ng: "Whom shall I send, and who 
will go for us?" And I said, Here am I, send 
me. And He aa1d, go tell this people: Keep on 
bearing but do not understand, keep on aee1ng 
but do not perceive. Dull the hearts of tb1a 
people, deaten its ears, blind 1ts eyes , lest 
it ae• with its eyes and hear with its ears, 
and un~erstand ~1th its mind, and be restored. 
And I asked, "Ho• long, o, Lord?" and He said, 
"Until the o1t1es are desolate without inhabit­
ants, and the houses be destitute or men and the 
land be oovered with desolation. And until God 

·-------------------------------------------------------------------
I Robinson ''Religious Ideas of The Old Testament. p . 69 
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bath removed ntank1nci from the land, and the deao­
lation be ~ea,t in the land. And ahould there be 
a tenth still left, thia, in turn shall tall a 
prey to deatr\llotion like the oak and the terebi11th, 
ot which, whe?i1 f'~lled, onl' stump remains. {Iaa1ab-­
Chapter •6) 

In this chapter we have a new interpretat1 of' the word u, I 7j> 

he earlier idea of' "holiness", wh1.ch etymologically may mean "separ.­

at1on 11
, 1s that or inaooeasib1li ty, perilous and unknown powers. In 

tQ1s sense or the word \inj" ·impliee1 physical existence aod it 1a bound 

up with m;yster1ous taboos. It was thought that the man who approached 

!t he Deity must pay with his life. This idea is common to many peoples 

in their primitive stage, and it ha1a no essential connection with the 

moral development of the idea or Gc,d. 

But for Isaiah the word takes on a different meaning. "When the 

moral ideas ot divine righteouanese1 and love were firmly gra&ijed, as 

they were by Amoa and Hosea, the re,cogn1t1on of the transcendent maj­

esty of God by Isaiah gave them a 1r1der range and fuller meaning. It 

reminded men that the PersonalitJ, .with which man bad to do, was 

divine, not human. Men were men, r.1ot Gods, as the boasted cavalry 

were flesh, not spirit. The idea cit God thus reached 1n the eighth 

century became the permanent and uilderlying idea or the highest re­

ligion of Israel. "t In chapter 615 Isaiah feels that he cannot bear 

the presence or the divine because of' h1s sinfulness. He calla h1m­

eelf a man of unclean lips, living among people or unclean lips and 

he feels himself' unworthy to stand before the presence ot God. Thus 

he brings out, clearly and roroetully, the idea that i.ar,? represents 

the moral distance between God and man. Not until he has broken with 

the past, not until he has been pui~geft ot hi s sinfulness does he teel 

----------------------------------··----------------------------------
I Robinson "Religious Ideas or the Old Testament." p. 70 
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t hat he can epdure God's presence . But when the coal ot fire . has been 

set to his lips , when h1s guile departs and h1s s1n la blotted out, he 

ventures to ofter ~elf as God~s mesae~ger:-

"From hta conat rat1oo vision , chapter VI, it is clear that at the 

very outset of hta ministry Isaiah cherished no 1llua1ona whatever about 

the situation. He fully realized the insuperable difference in relig1olls 

views which separated his countrymen from him, and which made their 

case so hopeless. He knew that they could not comprehend ht~ words, 

he knew that they were doomed. How ineffectual he felt his prea ohing 

to be for his own age may be seen from his bitter declaration in vv.9f. 

that the purpose of his mission was "to dull their hearts, to deafen 

their ears and to blind their eyes" -- that is to say, to demonstrate 

their utter corruption and spirltu~l blind~ess and so to make clear 

their ripeness for Judgment."! 

The last two verses of chapter VI make it cleart'b&i the destruo-
'-

t1on , when it comes, 1s to be complete. In chapter 17c5 ff he again 

em ?haeizes t his fact . 

"It shall be as when the harvest man grasps the 
standing grain, and his (ot her ) arm reaps the 
ears - - Yea, it shall be aa when the ears are 
gleamed in the Vale or Repbalm; or gleaminga 
shall be lef~ as at the beating of an olive 
tree - - two or three berries in the top branch, 
f our or five 1n the (other) branches, of the 
f ruit. tree. ( Isa iah 17 : 5 --r. ) . 

Buttenwieser points out tl:lat both of the se passages are analogous to 

the verse in Amos, which reads 

"As the shepherd rescues from tm mouth of the 
lion a couple or shin bones or the tip ot an 
ear, p rec1eely so shall the Israelites escape 
who sit 1n Samaria in the corner of the coucb ••• • 

· (Amoe 3&12) 

"In all t hese comparisons, the idea expressed 1s that the nation shall 

be reduced to nothingness ; those surviving the destruction will no more 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------I Buttenwieaer "ProtH1ets of Israel" p. 256 
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constitute a body politic than the stump of a tree forms a tree.." I 

In chapter II Isaiah dwells upon the inevitable doom about to 

f 
-overtake the nation, d like Amos before him, he associates 1t with 

the "day of Yahweh." e popular notion of the "day of Yahweb" was 

that on that day Yahwe woulddeal destruction to the nations round 

about -~d would show JU.mself to be the protector and deliverer of 

Israel. Isaiah d1spells this notion w1tb h1s , open1ng sentence: 

"Betake yourselves to the caves and clefts, hide 
in the holes of the ground at the terror of God 
and the glory ot His majesty, when He arises to 
strike the world with awe. " ( Isaiah 2s 1) 

Amos had started out 1n much the same fashion: 

"And he said i The Lord will rage from Zion, and 
thunder from Jerusalem, and the pasture places 
of the shepherds shall mourn, and the summit 
of Mt. Carmel sp.all wither. (Amos 1:2) 

The influence of Amos on Isaiah is obvious. In chapter two , ... 
Isaiah sets forth explicitly the ideas which Amos before a1m had 

..... 
formulated in regard to the day of Yahweh. For him, as for the 

earlier prophet, the "day of Yahweh" 1s a *'aay of darkness and not 

of light : a day of utter darkness without any ray of light." His 

mind is absorbed with reflections of the imminent destruction. The 

gloom of the picture he paints iB•Got relieved by any reference to 

hi e future hope. Througho~t this prophecy he ~ rely elaborates upon 

one thoug~t, i.e.; that in destroying Israel, God will reveal Himself 

a s the supreme moral being ot the Universe 

"Mankind will be abashed, man will be brought 
low, the haughty eyes will be hunbled. The 
God Sabaoth will be exalted in Just1qe , the 
Holy God will be sanctified through righteous­
ness." (Isaiah 5115-16) 

. 
That is to say, Israel's day of doom will be a day of Universal 

. 
j udgment. It will be a day of triumph for God but not tor the 

:~~~=~~~~-=~~-:~::~~~r-~=-=~~-~~~-~:-~~~~-~=:~~~~-~:~~=~~~:--~~~~ 
I Buttenwieser "Prophets of Israel" p. 258 
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chapter 2:1~ and 2:17) 

Like Amos and Hosea, Isaiah directed his attention to the out-

standing evidences of 1nJustice, 

country. In his "day of Yahweh 11 

worshipping idols: 

oppreeaton and utodlinese in the 

prophecy he artgns the people for 

' 

a'l'heir. land is full of nonentities (idols ) , 
they worship their handiwork, that which 
their f1~gers have made." (IsAie.h 2t8) 

I n chapter t en, he speaks of their social 1nJust1ce; 

"Woe unto those that legislate iniquitous laws 
and recor-0 w1oked verd1ota. Who deny Justice 
to the poor; rob the p9or of My people of their 
rights; they despoil widows and rob orphans." 

(Isaiah lOtl-2) 

~nd again in chapter nine: 

"They slice to their right and are not sated, 
tbey devour to the left and rem&in hungry; #· 
everyone consumes the flesh of his fellow­
man." (Isaiah 9119) 

rhese verses are reminiscent of Amos. 

"For I know that your transgressions are many, 
and your sins numerous, ye that oppress the 
righteous, accept bribes, and deny Justice to 
the poor in the gate or Justice. Ye that turn 
Justice into wormwood and drag righteousness 
to the ground." (Amos 5: 12, 517) 

Chapter 511•7, the parable of the vineyard, also reminds ~ne of 

lmos. Amos in chapter 219-11 relates how Yahweh befriended Israel, 

10w He brought them forth trom the land of Egypt, deatroyed _the Amor­

tea from before them, caused them to inherit their land and even 

•aised up prophets among them, the Nazar1tes. And 1n 3:2 Amoa puts 

~he followiog words in Yahweh' a mouth; 

.. Verily I have careq. for yoJ,l more than for 
the families of thl earttt, therefore will 
visit upon you ~11 your sins." 

all 
I 

~bat is to say Israel has been Yabwell1 s favorite. Israel, above all 

;he other nations, b.as been the recipient of Yahweh's tender love. 

... 
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or as Isaiah puta its 

The rest ot 

"The vineyard ot the Lord or· Hosts 1s the house 
or Israel: the men pt Judah are ai• tavorite 

Qlantation; and ... hopW tor Justice, and there 
s lawlessness , tor ri~bteouaneas and there 1a 
n outcry.•(raaiah 5c7) 

th h.apter enumerates 1n detail the sins to wh1ob 

t he people are addicted. 

"Woe to tb.oae who Join house to house, that add 
t1eld to field until there is no place lett, and 
ye remain the only landlords in the oo•ntry. 

( Isaiah 518) 

We find statements or a similar nature in the writings or Hosea and 

K1cah. e.g. 

~he pr1noea or Judah are like them that remove 
the landmark; I will pour out My wrath upon 
them like water. "(Hosea 5110) 

"And they oov,t t1elds and aieze them: And 
houses and take them awa1; thua they oppress 
a man and his house, evep a un and bis heri-
tage." (Micah 212) ~ 

And Isaiah conoludes,along with the other prophets, that as a 

result of their sinfulness, destruction will overtake the nation. 

Nothing can avert the doom. Thia he reiterates in a later prophecy, 

chapter twenty-eight (28j.Thia prophecy dates trom 733-726. The 

Northern Kingdom was still in existence at the ti11e. It ia evident, 

from the context, that th1 prophecy was delivered attar Judah had 

made an ~lliance. with Assyria and some time attar the planded attack 

of Syria and Ephriam had been averted. Iaaiab gave this prophecy in 

the course of one ot ~be great religious restivals ot the year, though, 

from the tenor - or bia prophecy we discover that there was sadly lacking 

anything ~fa religious nature in the celebration of the holyday. 

"These, here, alao reel from wine, stagger from 
strong drink: Yea, priest · and prophet reel from 
strong drink, they are befuddled rrom the wine, 
they ■tagger from strong drink, they reel during 
their vision~, and totter while giving decisions. 
Yea, all the tables are rull of vomit, and pollu­
tion all over." (I■aiah 28c8•8) 
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I n 28117-18 Isaiah ma1nta1ne that the alliance •1th Assyria will 
• 

be to no avail. The Assyrian army will trample Israel underfoot. The 

is i nevitable ; t( · .....,_ 
11 

, often as it sweeps ·by it will fetch you, 
Ya, daily 1t •111 sweep by, by day and night, 
t it •111 be sheer terror to interpret the 
oracle." {Isaiah 28:19 ) 

doom 

Thia 1s a parallel to Amoa 8110•12 where the prophet affirms tha t when 

the destruction has taken place the people will be utterly disconsolate. 

They wil l be i nconsolable. There w111 be a famine and a thirst, not 

for bread or water, but for the words of the Lord. "They will wander 

from sea to sea , from the North to the East ; they will run to and fro 

to s eek the word of the Lord and shall not f1nd it . " 

Bo1h Amos and Isaiah mean to imply t hat Israel, because of its 

beli ef in Yahweh as a na tional God, will be cast 1n darkness. The • 
people w111 be bereft of all hope for they will conclude that Yahweh ...., 

1e an i mpotent God or that He has wilfully deserted His people . And , 

being exiled to a distant land they will no longer be able to worship 

Hi~ . The pr ophets strike again and again a t t he fallacious notion 1ttls.t 

Yahweh i s bound to pro~eot His people, t hat on the. "day of Yahweh II He 

will deal terror and destruction to the nations an~ give Y1ctory t o 

Hie people. Once more Isaiah give~ the prophetic i nt erpretation of 

the day of Yahweh. 

''Yahweh Himself will rise, as He did at Kt. Perotzim 
.aa 1n t1me of old. He will strike terror as He did 
in the valley of Gibeon to perform His t ask. 
Strange will be His task to do, strange will 
be Hla work . "(Isalah 28:21) 

And i n the next verse ne goes on to say that their doom 1s beyond re­

lcall and it t ould be wise for tbem to retrain from scoffing and soorn­

ng. 

The tone of this prophecy 1s eleg1ao. The severity or tbe aentence 
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wbich the prophet 1111.l&t proclaim, 1s tempered by the tinge of sadness 

apparent in almost every verse. The prophet ep eak• with regret of 

t he fading flower and t: proud wreath aoon• to..,Jut trampled underfoot. 

From the very start Ia 1ah baareal1zed the ·rut111ty of hie preaching, 

i nsofar as his own gen at1on 1a concerned. (See chapter six) Yet the 
. 

emotions be experiences aa he pronounces the doom of hie people, tear 

at his heart and leave him sad and deJected. But there 1s no alter­

native for him since the people are deaf to hie entreaties. Late 1n 

hi s ministry we find him pronouncing the doom with all the vehemence 

which marked bis utterances at the beginning of his career. In chap­

ter 30, for example, a prophecy delivered about the time tbat Senna­

cberib came upon the throne of usyr1a, Isaiah assails the alliance 

of his nation with Egypt and once again he sounds the death knell of 

their hopes: 

"Thus saith the Lord: becau&e ye spurn this 
message and trust in extortion and cra~tiness 
and rely on them; therefo,re, this s1n will 
turn out for you like a cracked wall that 
bulges out and threatens collapse and the 
collapse of which will come all of a sudden. 
And their destruction will be as complete as 
a potter's vessel tbat 1s shattered to pieces 
ruthlessly and among the shat"'tered pieces of 
which t here 1a not found a potsherd to fetch 
fire from a heath or water from a well. 11 

{Isaiah 30:13-14) 

Aga1n 1n chapter 29, a proph~cy dating from the p me penod, Isaiah 

r elates v1v1:dly how Yahweh will arise to bring about the destru'ct1on 

of the nat ion . Be ah.attars the popular 111us1on or the 1nv1olab1llty 

of the sanctuary by 1ns1stiog that Yahweh, H!.meelt, will lay. it waste. 

"Woe to Ariel, Ariel, the city against which 
De.v1d once encamped. Add year to year, l et 
the festiTala take th•1r round . Then will I 
bring Ariel into straights. There will be 
wailing and lamentation. T~1s eta 11 be to 
Ke a veritable Ariel. I . shall besiege thee 
as David did of old; I shall erect palisades 
a gainst thee and raise up ramparts." (Isaiah 2912-3 ) 
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Even so had Amoa, 1n a most graphic manner, toretold the downfall or 
t he nation. (See Amoa 911•4) And Micah, his contemporary , had given 

a similar version ot the, te which was aoon • to~ tall the people. 

(see Micah 3:12) 

In chapter 2919-13 aa1ah speaks of the reason for God's action. 

He answers the question: 'Why •111 God take _the f'1e:ld against Zion and 

Jer usalem? Let Isaiah speak for himself. His word1a are more forceful 

than a dozen com.mentar1jls, seeking to explain thttm, could ever be ; 

11Be astounded and bewildered; b1e dazed and 
blinded; stagger, but not from wine; reel, 
but not from strong drink, for God baa 
poured out upon you the spirit of legartby 
and baa shut your eyes. The piropheta and 
your heads, the aeera, He baa ◄t,overed. There­
tot"e the prophecy of all th1a ta tor you like 
the words of a sealed book, wh~Lch it you give 
it to on.e that can read and ea~,, "I praf., read 
this," he says, "I cannot, it 1a sealed' -­
and 1t you g1 ve U. · to one who ◄::annot read and 
say, "I pray read this," hit ea~,•, "I cannot , 
I am not learned. 11 The Lord ata.y a, because 
this people a pproaches Me Wii'h 1ta mouth and 
honors Me w1 th 1 ta 11pa, b~t 11~a heart i s fat' 
from Me and t~ear of Ile is like precept of 
man learned by rote, therefore I shall con­
tinue to deal •1th this people 1n an amazing 
way so th.at the wisdom of the 1r1ae will be 
lost and the insight of the 1"n1~ell1gent will 
be confounded. " ( Isaiah 29 r!-V•) 

Yahweh will wage war against Israel because t t:u. people are ap1ri t-
. 

ually blind. As Hosea put 1 t "they parish for lac,k or knowledge" 

"there is no knowledge of God in the land" (Boeea "'4 1:l). Isaiah char­

a cterizes the popular religion aa lip service . It oons1ats of' rites 

punctiliously observed, or ceremonies scrupulously oarried out . They 

memorize every detail and they imagine thereby to p1Lacate God and gain 

His favor . It 1s all a hollow mockery 1n the eyes c>f the prophet . 
11Rel i g ion, aa conceived and praot1ced by the people,, was not the 

hear tfeJ t recognition or God's holy character; but the homage ren­

der ed t o Him was purely formal, "a human tradition JLearnad by rote 11 

(29 :13) a profuse and elaborate ~aor1f1c1al ritual '' (1:10-17) 1 
---------------------------------------------~-----·----------------I Ski nner nintroduct1on to Iaa1ah" p. 57 
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. 

tnrea teced or disaster befell them, their blind beltet that t hey could 
• appease God and indt His good will by r1t~1st1o observances, we-re 

for Jeremiah, even for the other prophets, the pr•oot that by nothing 

short of their deat ~tion could they be made to ree.lize the hollowness 

and mockery or their religious customs ~nd beliefs."' 1 

"The religious indifference, the skepticism, thle luxury, the 

61ss1pat1on of the statesmen and nobles all proceed from the same 

r oot of 1naena1b1lity to the claims or Jehovah's holiness or the real­

i ty of His divinity ; and their pride in horses and chariots, 1n torti­

f1cat1ons and armies, 1n skilled diplomacy and strong coalitions re­

veal their utter unbelief in the spiritual Power which rules the 

universe. In all these features or aociet3 the prophet reads the 
~ 

symptoms of a deep-seated national ungoalineaa and apostasy, ot a 

people in veiled rebellion against 1ta true S'overeign. "They have 

for saken Jehovah, th9y have provoked the Ho!y One ot Israel to anger; 

they have apostaa1aed and gone backward." ( l: 4) 11 The:, are children 1n 

ungrateful and unnatural revolt 88ainst their Father . (lc2, 30: 9) The 

alienation between Iarael &lid its God 1s complete; I11rael baa for­

saken Jehovah, and Jehovah baa reJttcted His people. 1(216). 112: 

The prophecies in ch11.ptera 29 and 30 leave no rc,om for doubt ., 
that I~ai!lh at no time changed his mind with regard to the doom ot 

hi s people . Even the rragaent 31:5-9,aa emended by Buttemrieaer,1a 

1n no wise contradictory to Isaiah' a lite long ooavic,tion that the 

s i nful nation is doomed to deatruct1on. In tl:l1a traE~ment "Yahweh' a 

rising 1n~ erenee or Jerueale■ and His destroying Asnyr1a is contin­

gent on Israel's renouncing 1ta deep-rooted apostasy and returning to 
-------------~--------------------------------------·----------------

I Buttenw1eaer "Pro~bets or Israel" P• 206 

2 Skinner "Introduction to Isaiah" P• 56 
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God ....•• Iaaiab. points out tb.e one course by mean• 01t wb.1ob. tb.e 

present or1a1s oould,and without ta1l,would be avert.ad . He did tb.e 

same tbing at the tt ot the Syro-Bpllra1mi-t.k campa.1gn, and again• 

on the completion , tb.e alliance •1th Bgypt wbiob. p,rec1p1 tated the 

alarming situation the year 701 (chapter 30:15 tt) Por though be , 

like the otb.er prophets, was well aware that hia preaching tell on 

deaf ears, he was convinced, even as they, tbat it only a spiritual 

regeneration ot b.1s contemporaries might be ertected, no power on 

earth could thenceforth preva11 against them; -- their future would 

be assured." I 

Likewise, aa pointed out by Buttenw1eaer, there 1a no discrep­

ancy between chapter (1015-19) and thereat ot Iaaiab'a preaching. 

Tb1s prophecy relates that God w111 ultimately bold ,!l reoll:on1ng with . 
Assyria. 

# Tb.a important po1.nt to remember, tor• tbe co;rreot interpret-

at1on of this passage, 1a tb.1a: the reckon1flg with Aaatr1a w1ll come ,,,,. 

aft ~r Yahweh has made uae or Assyria as a rod or destruction where-

with to punish Israel. Verae 12 bears out the reasonableness of this 

inter pretation . 

"Wherefore 1t aball come to paas that •hen the 
Lord baa pertormed His taalt upo111 Kt. Zion and 
Jerusalem, then will He mete ou1~ punishment 
upon the K1'1g or Aaayr1a tor th,, fruit of his 
proud heart and for the boasttulness of his 
haughty eyes . " (Isaiah l.O 1 12) 

• 
The mis1nterpretat1on ot chapter 1015-19 has lee! many scholars 

into all sorts or difticulties. Observe, how Bawer 1La hard pressed 

to explain an apparent contradiction ot ideas if thi11 prophecy is to 

be a pplied to Assyria before the destruction of Jeru1salam baa been 

accomp11fti.ed. ''Although to the superficial reader he i• Isaiah, appears 

to contradict bimsel~, be waa nevertheless true to h t a fundamental 

-------------------------------------------------------- --------------
I But tenw1eaer "Prophets or Israel" p. 283, 284 
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faith in the holiness or God and the obligation of humility on the 

part of men. The Assyrian had been Yahweh's instrument again and 
• 

asatn. He had used him rainst Bia own peopl~, but now Be had 

overstepped the limits o\ ,Bia comm.lesion. Isaiah had long observed 

that the Assyrian was not conscious of being Yahweh's servant, that 

it was sheer lust of conquest th~t carried him on. But now when he 

oared to boast 1n reckless arrogance that he would overthrow the city 

of Yahweh and Yahweh, Hi mself, Isaiah replied with scornful irony, 

"Shall the axe boast itself against him that 
hews therewith? Shal l the eaw magnify itself 
against hi~ that wields 1t? As if a rod shoal.d 
wield them that l ift 1t up, or as 1f a staff 
should 11ft him that is not wood!" (Isaiah 10:15) 

The blasphemous folly or it all . The Assyrian can no l onger be 

Yahweh ' s instrument, but must himself b~ punished. He shall not 
, 

take Jer usalem, but shall himself be broken by Yahweh. "1 
.. 

In other words, the scholars who accept this point of v~ew • 
..... 

(a ~d practi ca lly ail or them do) would have us believe that Isaiah, 

during t he last and most critical years o r hie ministry , 705-701, 

renounced unreservedly the teachings be had promulgated up to this 

time . They would have us believe that Isaiah made a complete r i ght­

about- face. How a man of Isaiah's character could so readily abandon 

the ideas or a life ti~e and f ormulate new theor1eJI on the s pur or 

the moment, tiley do nottell us . Do they want us to believe tha~ 

Isaiah was in h1a dotage at the time of the great nat1ooa emergency? 

I f we acoept t heir ooncluaions, that is t he most logical explanation 

we can discover. Certainly, such 1noons1atenc1es, such posi~1ve con­

tradicti oos a,e otn,rw1ae unth1n~ble. They are'it variance with 

every truth the prophet haa_ uttered trom the very beginning or hie 

1n1etry. 

-----------------------~-----------------------------------------
I Bewer "Literature or the Old Testament" p . 113 
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Robertson Smith aaya ot Isaiah: "Kore bappy in h1a work tban 

Amos and Hosea, he suooeeded during this long period in aoquiring a ' 

commanding position 1t h• atate . ••• . • It '- ,...._ 
was through him that the 

wor d of prophecy, dee sed and reJeoted when it waa spoken by Amoa 

and Hosea, became a pra tical power not only in the state but in the 

whole life of the nation ."1 It this were true Isaiah would indeed 

be uni que among the prophets. He would have the diatinotion of being 

the only prophet whose words did not fall on deaf eara,wboaeut\ erances 

were heeded, whose advice was sought and followed . Aa a matter of 

fact, however, Isaiah was no different from the other great prophets 

1n t h1a respect. He was honored no more than they were honored; h1a 

words were heeded no more than their words were beeded . In aho_rt, 

Rober t son Smith 1a wrong in assuming ~bat Isaiah atta1md aqy degree 
# 

of success dur1Dg the trying years of hie ministry. He bases hta 
~ 

conclus ion mainly upon the aocount in II K1nga Chapter 19. 
' Thia account relates tbat King Hezekiah sent tor I saiah , the 

prophet , and begged him t o use h1a intluenoe with Yahweh to avert 

the crisis which threatened the oat1on, in t he form of a great army 

led by Sennacherib. Isaiah reaasurea the ling with these words; 

"Therefore t hu , saith the Lord concerning the 
ling of Assyria: He shall not come into this 
city, r.or shoot an arrow there, neither shall 
he come before it with 1b1'1d, nor cast a 
mound against 1t. By the way that be cam6 , 
by the same aball be return, aod he aball 
not oome unto this city sait h the Lord . For 
I will defend tbia city to save 1t, for Kine 
own aake and for)(y servant David's aake." 

(IIKinga 19132-34) 

Of tb1e account it may be said: interesting if true . There is, how­

ever , another ver•ion of Se nnacherib's 1nvaa1on that seems to contra­

di ct ~t . 

I I 
"And the King of Assyria sent Tartan and Rab­
aar1• and Rab-Shaken from Lachiab to King 
------------------------Rober tson Smith "Prophets of Iaraei . " P• 205 
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He&ekiah •1th a great army uoto Jerusalem •. And 
they weot up and came to Jerusalem. And when 
they were come up, they caiae and stood by the 
co duit or the upper ,po<tl:.,__ which is in the high­

Y ot the fullers• riela-:" ( II Kings 18117) 
• 

Obviously the a of the II Kings 19 account was not the 

account. The II Kings 18 account describes 

conditi ons as they actually existed. Th~ II Kings 19 account 1a a 

fa nci ful l egend , assigning to Isaiah a role he never played and putting 

i nto his mouth a prophecy he could never have spoken. The aut hor, who 

l i ved l ong after tbe propbet, did not understand the real Isaiah any 

more than hie contemporaries did . Nor was be familiar with the elemen­

t ary facts of the siege. He did not know that at the very time Isaiah 

was supposed to ba.ve made the prediction of deliverance, Jerusalem was 

actuall y besieged by Sennacherib's ~rmy as II Kings 18118 conclusively 

proves . 
~· 

As for the supposed fulfillment of the prediction -- the deatroo-

-t1on of t he Assyrian army in a single night -- (See II Kings 19135) 

we can dismiss it with a word. ~e know from experience that plagues 

don 't act in this raahioo. The story is nothing but a legend. The 

trut h of the matter 1s th.at Sennacherib withdrew his almy suddenly 
I -

ind the people were filled with eut1on. But Isaiah was not elated 

i s a survey of chapter 22, written at th1e time, will disclose . 

Before we proceed to this last prophecy of Isaiah, let us see 

~hat G. A. Smith bas to say of Isaiah's position d.tr1ng th1a critical 

pe riod. He wri tea "Inatead or sweeping past Iea1ah 1n their revelry 

i nd leaving b1m to reel that arter rorty years of travail he had lost 

lll hi s 1n'1-uenc~ • 1th them, we see them gathering round about him aa 

t.he ir single hope and cont1dence . (cbapter 37) K1ng and people look to 

t sa1ah as their counae1lor, and cannot answer tbe enemy without aon­

sulting h1m. What a change trom the days of the Egyptian alliance, 
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embassies sent off against h.1■ remonstrance and intrigue• developed 

without his knowledge; wben ~z 1neulted ' b1at;-and the drunken mag­

nates mimicked him,~' 1n order to rous~ an indolent people, he bad 

to walk about the atr\.ta or Jerusalem for three years stripped like 

a captive! 
~ . 

Truly thie was tbe day of Isaiah's triumph, wben God by 

events vindicated hi■ prophecy, and all the people aoknowl.e.dged bis 

leadersh1p."I 

Now let us turn to ob.apter 22,1-14. 

- ttwnat possesses you that you all ascend the 
housetops, that the boisterous city la full 
of commotion." (laa1ab. 22:1) 

It s eems that some extraordinary event baa taken place and the people 

are celebrating. It la evident that 1n some manner a great catastrophe . 
has been averted. The Jubilation o( the multitude knows no bounds. 

But the prophet 1a heartbroken. He cannot be comforted 

"Therefore I say: turn away from me that I may 
weep bitterly, do not 1na1at upon comforting 
me for destruction awaits my people, for a day 

of panic of treadlag down and contue1on hath 1n 
readiness the Lord God Sabaoth." (Isaiah 22:4) 

In verses 7-11 he deacr1bes what has taken place immediately before 

crisis was averted. The country has been besieged. The protect­

screen of Judah has been r emoved . The land bas been devastated. 

enemy baa come to the very gates of Jerusalem, Just as II K1nga 

18:17 and II Chronicles 3211-5 and 32:30 relate. 

It is evident that the prophecy in Isaiah 22 was delivered on the 

ccasion of Sennacherib's sudden withdrawal from the country. If 

sa1ah bad predicted this event 1t 1s not likely that he would have 

• affected in BJ eh a manner as 1s described 1n verse 4. He would 

rejoiced with the people, instead of proclai.ming again hie message 

f doom. 
., 

But he could not be elated at the attitude he saw displayed 
----------------------------------------------------------------------

I G. A. Smith "'l'b.e Book of Isaiah" p. 323 
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"On that day the Lord called for weeping, tor 
mourning, for shaving of tonsure, for girding 
onese~r with sackcloth II And new there 18 Joy 
and re oicing, cattle ' are killed, sheep are 
slaug ered to reaet and drink . You gorge ' 
yours ves on meat and drink wine, saying, 
"Let u eat and drink for tomoProw we must 
die." Therefore the Lord or Hoste has re­
vealed \o me--Verily the guilt of this people 
shall not be condoned except by their deat h ." 

(Isaiah 22112-14) 

We can have no more conclusive evidence than this to confirm IsaiahJ s 

a t titude during the great oriels of the year 701 . It 1s h1a last 

public utterance and 1n l t he repeats the truths with which he startled 

his hearers at the very beginning or his ministry. 

---------------------------------------
Let us now consider briefly, those aspects or Isaiah' s prea ching .. 

which ha,ve secured for hlm the name "prophet of faith. " ''The i dea that 
~~. .... 

fa ith must be the ruling principle of political action for Israel , a~d .... 
t he 1nd1spensable condition of national salvation, ls one to which 

always attached supreme i mportance . There are three memorable say­

ings of his 1n whlcb t his truth ls embodied. Tbeae are found 1n 7:9, 

28 :16 , 30:15. These ut terances s eem to carry us l nto the very heart 

f Isaiah's teaching, for they express that which waa deepest i n his 

wn spiritual 11fe •.. .•.• Isaiah believed and therefoi,e he spoke. And 

now1ng thus by ~xper1ence what lt was to llve by faith , be dared to 

sk of statesmen groping their way blindly in a difficult aod 1ntr1-

ate s ituation, not seeing for themselve s the work of Jehovah nor the 

His hands, t hat they, too, should ex.erc1se the same 1m­

trust 1n tlhe Go4"whose sovereign will was made known to them 

the prophetic word."I 

In chapter 7 we have the story ot the contemplated attack upon 

dah by the &lliea Rezin, King ot Ar&m, and P ek&h ben Remallab, King 
--------------------------------------~------------ ----------------Skinner "Isaiah" p. 59 
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of Israel. Ahaz 1a greatly alarmed and be begins tro make preparations 

for 11.ar . "I ea1ah • • • • • •• bids Ahaz to cona1dt!:.,.. that the whole strength 

of hie enemies has no/.tter front than the two half-consumed and • 

smouldering firebrandi\:ekah and Rezin , ant:, then adds, "Ir ye will 

not have faith ye shall not be established·. 11 He plainly contrasts 

the mere human leaders or Ephraim and Damascus with the strength of 

Jehovah, the King of Israel. The same thought recurs in 8sl2, "Speak 

not of cons piracy, and fear not what tbey rear, neither be ye afraid . 

sanct i fy Jehovah of hosts, and l et H1m be your fear an'd your dread." 

The str ength of Judah lies in 1t s divine King, against whom man can 

do nothing ; and lack of faith 1n Him can alone imperil the continuance 

of t he state. 111 

The prophet 1s convinced t hat il'Ahaz will ~ely on Yahweh a ~d put 

his . t r ust in t he Lord of Hosts , be will have notAing to fear. It was 

clear t o Isaiah that everything was in God's band. He had seen the 

vis ion of the heavenly King enthroned on high . He knew that Yahweh 

was the sole ruler of the universe, that He, alone, controlled the 

affa irs of nations and men. "Isaiah 1s a monothei~t i n the strloteat 

sense of the word. There ls no sentence 1n h1a writings which sug­

gests that he attributed any eort or real e xistence to the heathen 
,-

oe i t 1 es; and ir he never reasons on the subject or the d1v1ne unity, 

it i s because the tact was too fundamental in his mind to admit or 

demonstrat ion. He speaks or 1dols as "the work of men's hands . " . ~,. 

For hi m, 1n abort, there was but one divine Being; and all h1s con-

cept ions of Godhead are summed up in the revelation which made him 

a pr ophet, t he via1bn or Jehovah, the Holy One or Israel. "( chapter 6) 2 

In chapter 28116, there 1a round another atr1king reference to 

----------~----------------------------------------------------------
I Robertson Smith "Prophete ot Israel" P • 25 
2 Skinner "Isaiah p. 48 
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faith . "He wbo has faith •111 not be in baste" says the prophet. Thia 
♦ 

1s 1n harmony with his earlier utterance "It ye baTe not taith, verily 

ye shall not endure." t9 b) "In accordance with this spiritual law, 

the only policy which aiah recommended in the crisis of the Syro­

Ephraim1t1c campaign an again in the critical years 704-702, was that 

of "refraining rrom action and trusting in God" that is of abandoning 

all efforts at self-defence and relying absolutely on God. 

"Thie idea of faith is, essentially , the same principle that under­

lies the viewpoint or all the literary prophets in regard to the material 

strength and political safeguarding of the nation. But Isaiah developed 

the i dea more fully and forcibly than any or the others. He was the 

first to make it clear that trust in God meant tor a nation , righteous 

government -- conformity with the divi~e standard of holiness." I 
# 

"And I shall make Justice the rule, righteousness 
the standard and the hailstOEm shall s••81) away 
the deceptive refuge and the waters sna,11 over­
fl ood the illusory protect.1on." (Isaiah 28:17) 

I n chapter 31, Isaiah drives bis point nome with more telling 

emphas is than upon any earlier occasion. King Hezekiah, unable to 

resist the pressure of his counsellors, has Joined the anti-Assyrian 

alliance: He l ooks to Egypt for material ass istance . But Isaiah comes . 
upon the scene and denounces the people for putting their trust in 

,. 
Egy pt .. . . ... .. "but they do not turn to the Holy One of Israel ang God 

t hey do not seek . " For Isaiah there is only one real helper and that 

i s Yahweh. 

"Egypt 1s man and not God, their horses are flesh 
not ap1r1t. The Lord will stretch out H1a hand 
and he who profers help will meet wi~h doom aod 
be, to whom help 1s ottered will perish all 
or them will perish." (Isa1th 3113) 

And in chapter 30cl5, be aums ·up his counsel , as· follows: 

--------------~------------------------------------------------------
Buttenw1eser ~Prophets or Iarael" p. 269 
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"By rep entance and by reuining cal.II you migbt 
. nave been saved -- l:>y r..emaining iaaot1ve and . 
abowiag trust your atrengtb would b&Te conaiated." 

There 1• yet aooth::-:::::::-::-::::::::c.roro 
next propbet. Wbat ot tboae pasaages in tbe book of 

proceeding to the 

Isaiah wbicb · are 
• 

t ermed "meaaianic utt.erancast" In chapter ilcl-1O Isaiah speaks of 

~ scion wbo aball sprout tortb from the trunk of Jesse .... wbo will 

delight in tbe tear .of the Lord, be will not Judge according to appear­

ances, nar give verdict a~oord1ng to rumors. He will righteously Judge 

the poor etc." By moral persuasion be will do away with wrong doers 

and w1ckedoe•• 

"And the wolf shall pasture alongside the 1-mb, 
and the leopard ahall lie down with the kid-­
and the calf, the lion and the lamb sha•t lie 
down together, and a littl~ ebild will be able 
to lead them. ' {Isa1ah llt6) .., 

And 1 n chapter 9 , 

"The people that walk in darkness &ball see a 
great light. Light shall shine upon those 
tbat dwell in the sbadow ot death." (Isaiah 9&1) 

"For a child will be born unto us, a ao~will be 
given us. The rulership will rest upon hie 
shoulder• and bis name will be called wonderful 
counsellor, powerful God, ever prov1ding father, 
prince of peace." ( Iaaiah 9&5) ~ 

•And I sball reach out 111 hand to thee again and 
·I aball purge tby droas •• with lye and I shall 
remove all alloy. I will reinstate tb,y rulers 
a• in tl:le past, tbl oouoaellora aa betoretl■ea. 
Tben ebalt tho~ be called faithful city, right­
eous town." etc . (Isaiah 1:25-26) 

There 1a really no ground tor disputing tb~ Iaaian1c authorship 

of the tnree above cited paaaagea. Isaiah, like Hosea ( see Hoaea 2tl6-

25) is speaking or h1a future hope toJ the nation. In some tar distant 

time be looks for a apiritual rebirth to be effected. A king will arise 

in this ideal future who will be a man ot spirit instead of a man or war. 

By paoif 10 meane he 1till make an end of evil in the c ountry, and will 

• 
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usher in that golden era when Justice and righteousness will pre7ail. 

Through his efforts, the land w1ll be full of the knowledge or God . 
• 

The spiritual qual1t1etr this future scion o~vid will earn for 

him the titles "prince ot peace", "wonderful counsellor" etc. 

For his own genera on Isaiah ·neld no hope. Remember the words 

in chapter 6:12 "Should there be a tenth e\ill left, this in turn shall 

fall a prey to destruction like the oak and the terebinth, of which, 

when felled, only a stump remains. 11 "The destruct ton or the na't.ion 

must be complete. And yet--there are the passages concerning the 

remnant , and these show that the hope of the believer refused to accept 

so sweeping~ statement. The Judgment will be something more than a 

vindication of the divine Justice. It will result in or it will be 

followed by a restitution . Yahweh will give His people of~icers like 
# 

t nose of the good old days, so tha t Zion may again be called a city 

of right. ~· More striking is the word spoken out of the midsi of the 

-scattering denunciation we have already considered, dating it in the 

time when conspiracy was rife . 

"Behold I lay 1n Zion a stone, a tried stone, 
a precious foundation stone; he who trusts~ 
shall not be moved." (Isaiah 28:16) 

The confidence of the prophet that there would be some· to trust in / 

Yahweh, inspired him in naming hie son -- perhaps hie first born .,,,. 
11A-rem.naot-w\ll-return . 11 And this remnant began to realize its 'mission 

during Isaiah's own life, for he bad a band of disciples to whose keep­

ing he could entrust the message he had rece1ved . "1 

Buttenw1eser, too, in his footnote two on page 294 of 0 Prophets 

of Israel" po; nts o~t that "the proven stone, theprecious corner-stone 

laid as a found'at1on 1n . Zion" byJ od has reference to the sp1r1 tual 

community of the faithful, the circle of disciples of whom the prophet 

·said : 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------

1 

II 251 I Heory Preaervea Smith "Old Testament History p. 
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"('There is nothing· left for me to do but t o) 
... bind up the message-warning- ~ seal up the 

revelation am·ong my disciples and I will hope­
t u ly trust in the Lord .no hides Hie face from 
t e House or Jacob and in Him will I place my 

ust, my hope. Verily I and the children which 
e Lord hath given me, are signs and tokens of 
at which has been r evealed in Israel, by t he 

d Sabaoth, who resides in Kt. Zion . ' (Isaiah 
8:16-18) 

" 
.,. 
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C HA PT E R IV 

MICAH 

i 

• Aooording to Buttenwieser, Micah, the younger contemporary of 

Isaiah, began to ~ropheey shortly before the conquest of Samaria. G. 
' A. Smith ma intains that h i s earliest prophecies were given after the 

fa l l of Samaria, between the year s 720-719 B. C. "Some time in the 

r eign of Hezekiah, when the kingdom of Judah was still inviolate but 

shivering to the shock of the fall of Samaria, and probably while 
r 

Sar gon, the destroyer. was pushing hie way past Judah to meet Egypt 

a t Ra~bia, a Judean prophet of the name of Micah, standing in sigh) , 

of the Assyrian mare~ attacked t he sine of hie people and prophesied 

their s pe'edy overthrow beneath the same flood of war . 111 

If Smith is right, then Micah's prophecy is addressed to his own 

peop l e , the inhabitants of Judah; whereas, if Buttenwieser's view is 

the correct one, (and there are elements in the prophecy which tend to .. 
su pport it) Micah' s message applies to Samaria as well as t o Jerusa­

lem ....• "he started, some short time prior to t he conquest of Samaria, 

to predict that Samaria and Jerusalem would be completely 6estroyed, 

and after the fall of the sister-kingdom, h~ in more sweeping ter ms 

tha n ever, reiterated his prediction of the complete overthrow of bis 

home-state ." -2 

Of !licah.' s l ife we know next to nothing. The heading of hie pro­

phecies does not mention the name of his t aiaher . • ~o hint is given of 

the manner in which he earned his livelihood • • He is called Micah, 
~ ------------------------------------ ,,.. _____ ---------- ---.-------------

I G. A. Smith 11The Boo~. of the Twelve .~i,opheta." P. 375 

2 Buttemrieaer "Proptiets of Israel "p. 297 

50 

• 



51 

the Moraehtite, from which we inter that he hailed from the 11tt1e 
-

Judaea n town of Moresheth-Gath near the border of Philistia . . -His prophecy , is, f wever, a splendid record or the life of those 

Cays . He describes tbet etate or affairs 1n ~ bold and r1goro~s faeh1on , 

dwelling with particular ~ mpb&sis upon the ~1nfulness of the people. 

Li ke Amos, he begins his preaching by asserting that Yahweh 1e about 

to manifest His power. But he 1e very blunt . Be does not arraign the 
• natlone of the world for their einfulneee , leaving Samaria and Judah 

for the l ast , as Amoe had done on that memor able day some years befor e . 

He plunges boldly into the heart of bis message with the words, 

And again, 

"Hear ye peoples, all of you;Hearken O earth and 
all that is therein; And let the Lord God be wit­
ness against you, The Lord from Hie holy temple . 
For behold the Lord cometh forth out or His place, 
And will come down, . and tread upon the high places 
of the earth. An~ the mount ains shall be molten 
under Him, and the Talleye shall be cleft, as wax 
before t he fire, ae waters that are poured down a 
steep place . For the transgression of Jacob s all 
this, and tor the sins of the house of Israel. What 
is the transgression of J acob? is it not Samaria? 
And what are the high places of Judah? are they not 
Jerusalem? Therefore I will make Samaria a heap in 
a place for the planting of vineyards; and I will 
pour down the stones thereof into t he valley, and 
I will uncover the foundati ons thereof." (Kic~h I:I-6) 

"Therefore on your account Zion shall be ploughed 
as a field . Jerusalem shall b~ome ruins. And 
the temple mou nt a wooded hill." ( Wt cab 3 : 12 )# 

In these words Micah, like the prophets who preceded h1.m, sounds . 
the death knell f or his people. There 1s no hope left for them. Tbe 

de cree of punishment 1s signed and sealed. Yahweh is about t o deal de­

struction to Bis people, Israel. 

Micah then proceeds to enumerate t he reasons for Yahweh 's wrath. 

Why i s He about to· deal in this amazing way with thoo e who imagine that .. 

' ~e will always protect them? The 11st of reasons is a formidable one, 

somewhat different 1n character .from the ones enumerated by Isaiah . 
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The d1st1nction has been noticed by G. A. Smith, w~o writes: "While 

Isaiah chiefly satirises the fa shi ons of the court, Micah scourges 
• ..,._ 

the avlrice of the lar-owner and the ioJ~stice which oppresses the 

peasa nt. He could no\ of course, help sharing Isaiah' s indignation 

for tbe fatal politics o f t he capital any more tbao Isai~h could help 

sharing his sense of the economic dangers or tbe provinces; but it i s 

the lat ter with wbicb Micah is most familiar and on which be s pends 

his wrath . These eo engross h im, indeed, that be says almost nothing 

about the idolatry or tbe luxury, or t he hideou s vice, which, according 

to Amos and Hosea, were now corr upting the nation."1 

Micah was, in ev ery sense of t he word, a sp~kesma n for the poor. 

~1s sy mpathi es were aroused by the sufferings t hey had to endure. Hie 

s n6er fla med when he saw the rich peryert ing justice and grinding the 
# 

poor into the dust . 

"Woe to them t hat devise iniquity a nd work ovil 
upon their beds! When ttte morning ts light, 
they execute it. Because it is in the power 
of their hand. And t hey covet fields and aieze 
the m; and houses and take them away; t bua they 
oppress a man and hi s house , even a :nan a nd bis 
he ri tage ."{Micah 2:1- 2) 

. 
This 1s for Micah the mOdt serious evil of the day. He views , 

with horror, a society which countenances, nay encourages injustice 

and inhumanity of so flagrant a nature. His spiut r ebels against 

lt . He cannot countenance the oopression wherewith the wealthy and . ' 

powe·rful landlor ds affl1ot t he poor tenants. The other pr ophet s have 

altered denunciations along these lines but 1n more general terms . 

Micah speaks as one of tbe people, a s if, perhaps, he himself tlad been 

the vi ctim o~ the avi r1ce and greed he so vividly describes . 

He draws a ttention to the dishonesty or the ~erchante, condemning 

the~ for the trickery they practise: 

---- ------------------------------- -------- ---------------------------
I G. A. Smith "Books or the Twelve" p. 386 • 
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' "Are there yet tne treasures o~ wickedness in 
the house or the wicked, and the scant measure 
that is abominable? Shall I be pure with wicked 

· {Micah 6:10- 11) r
anees and with a bag oT""dece1 tful weights?" 

The heads and ru rs of the people he flays with the lash of his 

bi t ter denunc iations: 

Ano again, 

"And I said: Hear I pray you, ye heads of Jacob, 
And rulers of the house of Israel: Is it not for 
you to know Justice? Who hate the good and love 
the evil; Who rob their skin ·from off t he~ an~ 
their flesh from their bones; who also eat the 
flesh of my people and flay their skin from off 
them and break t heir bones. Yea, they chop t hem 
in pieces as that which is in the pot, and as 
flesh Within tue caldron . " (Kicah 3:1-3) 

"The godly man ls perished out of the earth, and 
the upright among men is no ~ore; Tbey all lie 
in wait for bloo~~ They hunt every man bis brother 
with a net. Their bands are ·upon that which is 
evil to do it diligently; T~ prince asketh, and · 
the judge is ready for a reward; and tne great man 
he uttereth the evil desire of his soul; thus they 
wea~e 1 t together. 11 

( Mi cab. 7 : 2-3) 

Micah exposes the false prophets of hie day. With bit ter irony 

he says ; 

And again: 

Ano aga i n, 

"If a man walking in wind and falsehood do l ie; "I 
will preach unto thee of wine and strong drink;" 
he shall even be the preacher of this people." 

(Micah 2:11) 
.,. 

"Thus ea1 th the Lord concerning the prophets that 
make my people to err; That cry : "Peace II when their 
teeth have anything to bite; And whoso putteth not 
into their mouths, They even prepare war against 
him: Therefore it shall be night unto you, that 
ye shall not divine . 'And the sun shall go down 
upon the prophets and the day shall be black over 
them'." (Micah 3:5- 6 ) 

"The beads thereof Judge for reward , and the priests 
thereof teach for hire, and the prophets thereof 
divine for money . Yet do they lean upon the Lord 
and say: "Is not the Lord in the midst of us? No 
evil shall come upon us . 11 (Micah 3 : 11) 
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In these passages "Micah describes the profeieional propbets of 

his time , wh~ through ~isiooe and divinatton~seek to secure the revel­

ation of God, and wh/ though ostensibly \he ~pir1tual leaders of the 

people, 1n reality l~d them astray and wor k their downfall. He dr as­

ticall y characterizes their insincerity , their utter lack of moral con-

. v1~t1ons and principles. Then he goes on to declare that he, on the 

contrary , is stirred by the spi rit of God , by thepr o~ptings 0£ his own 

consc i enca , and that consequently , be has the courage and the strength 

to denounce the wickedness of bi s people : 

"But I am fi lled with might, in tha t I am aroused 
by the epitit of God, t he spi rit of Justice and 
of ~oral power, so t hat I can tell Jacob his t r ans­
gr ession, Israel his sln."l (Micab 3 :3) 

We learn f r om these utterances ~hat Mica h was thoroughly at one 

wi t h the other pr ophets of t he centur y . That he was a strict ~ono-

the is~ ls evident from the opening words of hie pr ophecy . See {I : 3- ~) -That Yahweh , tbe ruler of the Universe, was a God of Justice and right ­

~ousness, we gather from bis scathing denunciation of existing social 

evils. That the' sacrificia l c ult, • 1th its l echer ous pr iesthood bleed­

i ng tbe common people, i s obnoxious to him , we cannot doubt . He refers 

to it time and agai n . Henry Preser ved Smith refers to t his aspect of 

hi & preaching a s Micab'e uni1ue contribution to t;:.eligioue tbought. He 

says "The ol'!lY thing or1g1nal in Micah i s t he bitternes s of t he polemic 

against the popular prophets." 2 

He pronounces the doom of the nation with the same severity that 

cbar acterizee the writings of Amos, Hosea and Isaiah : 

"Therefore on your account Zion shall be ploughed 
a s a fie ld, Jerusalem shall become ruins and the 
Temple mount a wooded bill." (Micah 3:12) 

---------------------------------------------------------------------I B~tte nw1eser "Pr ophete or Israel." p . 143 

2 Henry P reserved Smith "Old Testament Bi s tory" p. 253 
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Henr y Preserved Smith says or this passage, "It was . this bold declar­

ation , whi ch is certainly more a dvanced thap anything we have from -Isaiah, which l mpres se(succeeding generati~ns. As we read these 

utterances we feel tba\ we could wish to know moreor the man a 

champion of right, fearle ss 1n denouncing oppression and wrong, and 

moreover, who stayed himself on God when tbe whole world was against 

Him. uI 

As a matter of fact (Micah 3 : 12) is not more advanced than any­

thing we have from Isaiah, cor more advanced than statements made by 

the two earlier prophets, Amoe and Hosea . Every one of the se prophets 

pr oclaimed the doom of the nat ion, as we have shown 1n the preceed1ng 

chapters. Micah was in thorough accord with the views of hls predeces­

sors and of his contemporary, Ieaiah, , who did not change hie mind about 

t be inevitable doom of the nation even during th~_great crisis of the 
2 

year 701. -
The integrity of t he book of Kicah has been questioned. There is 

a gr eat deal of doubt as to the composition and autborship or chapters 

4-7. The prophecy is disjointed a nd many a uthors suggest a different 

age and author for chapters 4- 7 . Cheyne, Duhm, llart1, H.P. Smith and 

others relegate the messianic prophecies 1n Micah, as well as i n . Isaiah , 

to t he time after the exile. On the other hand there are many e minent 

crit ics who assign at least a part of chapters 4 to 7 to t he aut hor of 

chapters 1-3. Among the latter is Buttenw1eser. Speaking or Micah's 

future hope he Wl' itos, "Whatever Micah's hope for the f uture may have 

~een 1n.,etailt 1t is certain that for hi m the f uture, tbe i deal Iar ael, 

w~uld have to be built up on the ruins of the pr esent, that it would 

~av e t o be looked for only after the complete destr~ction of nation 
-----------------------------------

I Henry .Preserved Smith-:Old-T~stament H1story"p.253 
2 See chapter 3 p. 3'1 If· , 

also Buttenw1eser "Pi,opbets of Israel.' p. 268 
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and countr y. "1 • 

This is 1n har mony wit h views expressed by Hosea and I sai ah. They, -too, looked for of the nation but both of tbem were convinced 

Lhat a period of destru ion, of deprivation, of severe chastisement 

would have to be a rebirth could take pl ace . The 

prophetic hope for the future arose out of the asbea of the present. 

Nowhere is thi s more clearly shown than in Micah, chapters 4- 7. "The 

1~~ed iate pros pect of Zion's desolation which closes chapter 3 is 

followed in the opening of chapter 4 by an ideal picture of her e xalt­

a: ion and supi;emacy in the issue of the days. 112 

''And it shall come to pass in tbe end of days , 
that the mountain of the Lor d ' s bou ee £h a ll be 
establ ished &s the top of the mountains, and i t 
shall be exalted above the hills; and peoples 
shall flow unto it . And many natl ons shall go 
and say: 'Came ye &1110 let us go up to the moun­
tain of t he Lord , and to the house of the God 
of Jacob , and He will teach us~or His way s . and 
we will walk in His paths; 'For out of Zion sha 1 
go forth the l aw and the word. of the Lord f rom 
Jerusalem. And He shall judge be tween many 
peoples . and shall decide concer nl og mighty 
nations afar off ; And they shall beat thei r 
swords i nto plowshares , and their spears into 
prun ing hooks ; nati on shall not lift up sword 
aga inst nat1 on, neither shall they learn war 
any~ore. 11 (Micah 4 :1-3 ) 

Thie passage is fou ~d , word fo r word, in t he second chapter of 

I sa iah to whom it is generally Ascribed. The questipn of author ship 

need give us no cause for concern, however. Here is the prophetic 

t deal 1n t he fullness of i ts be~uty. Yahweh, t he hol y one or I srael , 

w111 be recogni zed universally . The nations will flow to tbe house of 

t ~e Lord and there they will learn of His ways . No l onger wlll they 

be quarrelsome afd r ebe l l ious; no l onger will thetr actions be char­

~ct e rized by treachery and cunning; no longer will t hey worship Him 

--- -------------------------------------------- -------- - -----------
1 Buttenwi e eer "Prophete of Israel" p . 297 

2 G. A. S.:n1th "Tne Book or the Twtlve Prophets" p. 400 
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wit h sacrifices and lip service. Having learned what God demands of 
~ 

the:n, they will "wa lk 1 n His paths . " The law of justice and righteous-. -nesa will prevail for Yahweh, fmself, "will judge ~etween many peoples 

and decide oonoerning mignty n\ ions afar oft." The result will be 

untv~rsal brotherhood and peace. 

Micah had given a hint of hope in t he midst of hie early condem­

natory message: 

"Do I change O house of Jacob? Is the spirit 
or the Lord straitened? Are these hie doings? 
Do not My words do good to him that walketb 
uprightly . " (IUcab 2:7) 

But no one heeded his words . The people be addressed were beyond hope 

of redemption and for this reason they must perish. Hie words echoed 

t he thought of bis predecessor, Amos; 

"If ye sought God ye woull5 .11ve." (Amoe 5: 2 ) 

And realizing , as Amos did, the hopelessness of the e1tu&'t.1on he con­

demned his own generation to speedy punishment. But ttle spark of 

f a itb,burning in hie bosom, would not be snuffed out and he projected 

bis hope into a bappier future day when Israel, its dross burned away 

by the fire of wrath, would walk in the ways that were pleasing to 

Yahweh. 

Finally, let us examine what one biblical scholar calls •"the 

grea test saying in the Old Testament" 

"Wherewith shall I approach tbe Lord , wherewith 
shall I bow CQYeelf before God on Higb? Shall 
I approach Him w1th burnt-offerings, witb calves 
of a year old? Doth God take delight in thousands 
of rams, or in myriads of streamlets or oil? 
Shall I give IQ first-born in atonement of my 
transgression, the fruit of my womb lo expiation 
of. my sin? 
He bath told thee, 0 man , what 1s good: and what 
doth tbe Lord require of thee, but to do Justice 
a nd to love mercy andt o walk humbly with tby .. God!" 

( Ill cab 6: 6-8) 

A definition of religion that nae never been improved upon! 

. -

• 



C H A P T E R V 

JEREMIAH 

The title verse of his prophecy eetabiishee that Jeremiah was the 

"son of Hilkiah, of the priests that were in Anathoth 11
• There is added 

not h1ng more of a biographical nature. We are in ignorance a s to hie 

childhood and early youth. We know nothing of the parental influences 

that must have reacted upon hie sensitive nature . We can only surmise, 

by t be study of hie prophecy as a whole, the- ideas that influenced him 

~os t. Skinner, in hie book, 11Prophecy and Religion" tries to show 

that it is time wasted to speculate ,about hie early history. 

He wri tea, ''We are on firmer ground when we_,. epeak of the direct 

1nfluence of prophecy on the opening mind of J~remiah . Hts fam111ar1ty 

,n. th the ideas of t he olaer prophets , eepec ially wt th those of Hosea . 

appears so soon after hie call, and t hat call came to him so early to 

life, that we may safely assume that he had known ~he prophetic writ­

ings and assimilated the principles of their Lhe1r t eaching before he 

bad reached the age of manhood . In ~osea he found not only a teacher 

but a spirit kindred to hie own . Both were men o!f exceptionall~ tender 

a nd emotional temperament, aympathleing intensely with the people on 

Which they were conetrai~ea to pour out tbe vials of divine Judgment; 

possibly botb were of priestly descent, though neither attacbed the 

smallest value to the ceremonial side or the priests functions . . •. • .. 

It was from Hf sea tbattbe yo~nger prophet receive~ the religious inter­

pretation of Israel's history which was the framewo~k in wb1cb b1e own 

m1ssage was to be set.What Isaiah h d learned through the bitter ex­

per iences of hie home life led Jeremiah early to renounce the hope of 
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marriage, because he felt himself to be like bis predecessor, t~e pro­

phet of a nation's dying agony. They are the two martyr prophets of 

he Old Testament, mett sorrows and aoqua1nt~~w1th grief, the moat 

oeeply exel'Clted 1n a r1 tual religion ot ~11 the prophet■ ot Israel. 111 

I n the first chap ~ Jeremiah tells of h1a call to prophesy. 

"Theo the word of the Lord came unto me saying, 
Before I formed thee in the belly I knew thee; 
and before thou camest for t h out of the womb , I 
sanctified thee, and I ordained thee a prophet 
among the nations. Then said I, Ah Lord Ood~ 
behold, I cannot speak: for I am only a boy. 
But the Lord said unto me, Say not I am a boy 
for thou s halt go to all I shall send t hee, and 
whatsoever I command tbee t hou shalt speak. 
Then the Lord God put forth Hie hand and t ouched 
my mout h . And t be Lord said unto me , Behold I 
have put lly words 1n thy mouth . "(Jeremiah chapter 

1:4-9 ) 

The deep humility of Jer emiah ia shown by hie word s, "Ah, Lord . 
" God! behold , I cannot speak; for I am but a boy." He knew the task 

whtch confronted him. He was familiar with the wor k cut out for the 

man who dedicated himself to the preacbment of'tbe divine law . His 

admiration tor the pi!ophets, who preceeded him, was unbounded, and 

comparing himself to them he doubtless felt hia limitations, especially 

his extreme youtllfulness. But bis fears 1n th1a respect are shown to 

be groundless. God reassur es him witb tbese words, 

"Gird tby l oins and rise and speak to them 
wbatsoevbr I b1d thee. Be ~ dismayed by 
them lest I suffer thee t o be dismayed by 
them. Behold I make thee this day as a 
fortified city, and as an iron pillar, and 
aa a wall of brass against the whole land, 
the k1ngs or Judah, her princes, her pr1eeta 
and the people of the land; they shall wage 
war against thee but not conquer thee, for I 
am with thee , aait.h the Lord, to deliver' thee . " 

(Jeremiah IJ17- 19) 

W1th these woroa ringing in hie ears Jeremiah goes out to preaob 

tbe word of God t o a people who cannot and will not understand. It 

1 Skinner "Prophecy aad Religion." p . 21 
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was in the year 626 B. C. and the 1mmea1ate occasion !or the beginning 

of bis prophetic activity we e the Scythlao iovaslon whlob threatened 

Palestine 1n that year . t say "threatened'' ~dvteeoly sJ,nce G.A. Smith 

observes (and others ag e) that "it la indeed doubtful tbat Judah was 

vis ited by the Scythians who appear to have swept only the maritime 

pla in or P alestine . 111 The Bcythians did, however, aid 1n the de­

ter i oration of the great Assyrian empire . "Beginning with Media, they 

swept along to the south till they reached the border or Egypt, where 

they are saia to nave refrained from invas ion in consideration of a 

heavy money payment . They ravaged the country far and wide, and although 

unable to conduct a regular siege, they reduced many or the walled towns 

by starvation. We are imperfectly informed of their numbers and of their 

separate campaigns. Herodotus says that they scourged Assyria twenty-

eight years. 112 ' 

The interesting little booK of Zephaniah dates from th1s, per1od . 

Zephaniah pictures the invasion as the great day~or Yahweh about which 

tbe earlier prophets had spoken , the day when God would arise in His 
• gl ory ' and wreak destruction upon the sinful nation. (a very different 

idea of the Day of Yahweh from the popul a r notion which still pre­

··ailed.) 

"I will utterly consume all thing s from off the 
lacd, e~ith the Lord. I will p onaume man and 
beast. I will consume the fowls of the heaven, 
and the fishes of the sea, and tbe stumbling 
blocks with the wicked; and I wi ll out man from 
off tbe land •.••..•• Rold thy peace at tb!' presence 
of the Lord God; f or the Day of Yahweh is at band: 
for Yahweh hath prepared a (Jacr1fice, He hath in-
vited His guests .... . . .. . That day is a day of 
trouble and distress, a day of waste and desol­
ation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day 
or olouda •. •• •• ... • And I w1llbr1ng distress upon 
men, that t hey shall walk like blind men, because 
they have sinned against the Lord, and their bl ood 
shall be poured out a s duet, and their flesh as 
tbedung.» (Zephaniah 1:1-2, 7,15, 17) . 

. -----------------~---------------------~-------------------------------
I G. A. Sm1 th "Jeremiah" . p. 110 
2 Henry Preserved Smith (Old Test ament History) p. 276 
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And in chapter three he g1ves a v1vid picture .of the sinfulness of 

the nation. -''lri to her that le filthy and polluted to the 
ty of oppression. She did not listen to the 
ice (of the Lord) She did not correct her 
ults; she dia not trust in the Lord: sbe did 

no draw near to her God . Her princes in her 
midst are roaring lions; her Judges are wolves 
lurking i c the evening, they do not gnaw the 
bones until the morrow . Her p~ophets are shall ow 
and treacherous persons; ber priests have polluted 
the sanctuary, they have d one violence to the 
law." (Zephaniah 3:1-4) 

But a f ew more years of grace were coming to Juda h and it was 

dur i ng t hose years, bound up with the complete overthrow of the Assyrian 

empire and rise of the Babylonians under Nabopolaesar and Nebuchadnezzar, 

t hat J eremiah was most active. Ot her notable events occuring during 

tb1 a period were (1) the discovery and promulga tion of the book of 
• 

Deut eronomy, 621 B. C. , (2) the rise of Egyptian J?Ower under Necho and 

hie defeat of Josiah at Megiddo in the year 608, (3) t be decisive de-
' 

feat of the Egypt ian forces at Carchemieb in the year 605, (4) the re-

volt of the Syrian states against Babylonia n domination leading to the 

f irst deportation in the year 597 B. C., (5 ) a second revolt against 

t he Babylonians resulting in the complete overthrow or Judah in the 

year 586 . With these events the prop bec ies of Jeremiah are closely 

related . but in the brief time at my disposal it ,n.11 be 1mposs1ble 

to deal with ~ach stage of the prophet's activity separately and at 

lengt h. RGther, 1t will be m,y aim to survey Jeremiah's life work as 

.a unit and to present the leading ideas andprinciples which he set 

for t h. Whenever necessary, of course, the h1etorical background for 

hie utterance• will be dealt with but only insofar as it sheds light 

upon t hem. There will be no attempt at completeness in historical 

pr esentation but should thu reader desire the historical background 

in greater length he ts referred to chapter 14 of Henry Preserved 
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Smith's, "Old Testament H1st0_!111" 

Let us take up, first or all, Jeremiah's view o the doom. The 

question we have to consi:er/s clearly stated by ' Sk1nner. "Was be 

sustained at this time (1n t\ early years of his ministry ) by the hope 

that by his preaching the people would be turned from their evil ways, 
\ 
and that t.ae udg.meot wbich he announced might be averted by an act or 

national repentance? Or was be from the first poseessed by the convic­

tion, wbicb be certainly felt in later years, that the breach between 

Yahweh and Israel was 1rreconcileable, and tbat the doom of the nation 

was inev1table?. .... • •• The question , however, concerns not Jeremiah , 

alone, but all the prophets! It ls one of tbe general problems of 

pr ophecy which have always been a subJeot of controversy and on which 

extreme views are maintained by the advocate_JI' of o;iposing tendencies. 111 

After presenting the problem, giving the pros and oons, and analy­

zing Jeremiah chapter three to help in the solution o~the problem, 

Skinnsr,very lamely , and without presenting adequate proof, comes to the 

conclusion that "the result we arrive at is consistent with the euppos- · 

it1on that Jere~iah , i n bis early years, hoped that the M.nal destruc­

tion of Israel would be averted by the penitence of tbe men of Judah ; 

but it 1s also consistent with the view that" from the first be saw the 

ruin of the state to be inevitable. "2 In other words he 'does not commit 

hi~self definitely in hid conclus ion . But in his Olacussion he states, . 
"of the two extreme views tnat which 1naiste on the categorical nature 

of prediction seems to err most widely in this respect."' 

Naturally he finds himself in opposition to Butteow1sser, 4 woo 

--------------------- -----·------------------------- -----------------
I Skinner 
2 Skinner 
3 Skinner 
4 ,Skinner 

"Prophecy 
"Prophecy 
"Prophecy 
"Prophecy 

------ ----· .. 

and.Religion" p. 
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etates , "Nor is there room for the theory e ntertained by Duhm, .Oornhill, 

and Henry Preserved Smith, i n regard t o Jeremiah a nd by W. St aerk in 
• 

r ega r d to Amos and Hot , t hat at leas t in t be eg1nni ng of the i r a c-

tivity, the prophets oped t hat the peopl e might be a f fected by t heir 

preaching a nd that t h the doom might be averted. A systema t ic inter­

pretation of the pr ophetic writings sbowe t ha t at no time or t he i r ac­

tiv ity di d the pr ophets entertain s uch a hope . They we re awar e f r om 

the out set that t hey were preaching t o deaf ears fo r they fully rea l ­

ized t he insuper able d ifference i n religi ous views wh1ob sepa r ated 

them f r om t he people ; a nd t hey di e not fail t o make clear their belief, 

that by nothing abort of the overthrow o f t he whole religious-social 

struct ur e, cou l d t he peopl e be br oughtto the reali zation or their de -

lusions and s uperstitious belie f s . . .. . .. The maj ority of J eremiah's 
# 

se r mons speak with s uch c l earness a nd certa i nty of the i mpending Judg-
... 

ment thatthey need not be considered in detail . Only t hose sermons and 

pas sages need be ooneLdered wh1cb,at first glanoe,might seem to bear 

out the view t hat the prophete predictions of doom are cond1t1onal . "1 

And in chapter t wo or his book, Butt enw1eeer furnishes ample proof for 

bis contention that the prophets were aware from the begi nning tbat the 

doom was inevitable . 

.__ 
Jeremiah 4:3-31 is conceded by practically a l l scholars to belong ,,,,. 

t o a very early period of J eremiah' a m.1.nistry and tbe doom be announces 

seems t o be ae irrevocable ae pronouncements from later periods of hie 

li fe . We read : 

"Thus saith t he Lord to the men or Judah and 
Jerusalem, break up your fall ow grounc1 and sow 
not among thorns. Circumcise yourselves to ~be 
Lord , remove the foreskin t'rom your hearts, ye 
men or Judah and inhabitants of Jerusal em, leat 
My wrath come forth like fire and burn tha t 
none can quench it because or tbeevil of your 
doings. Announce 1n Judah and Jerusalem pro­
claim and say, sound the trumpet 1n the land, 

---------------------------------------------------------------------
I Buttemr1eeer MPropheta or Israel~ p . 177 ff . 



call aloud, bid them assemble, that we may go into 
the tortitied cities. Raise the standard toward 
Zion , tlee, halt not! Yea, evil approachetb trom 
the north, a gre~t eatruction. The tiol1'--ll6th come 
forth from the th ket, th.• deatroyer .ot nations ia 
on hie way; he h left hie place in order to make 
tb.y land de~olat tn.t tny cities may become ru1ns, 
uninhabited. Bee ea or th1s g1ra yourselves w1tb 
sackcloth, mourn and wail; for the fi~rce anger ot 
the Lord ia not turned away from ua. On that day 
saith the Lord, the King and the noblee sball lose 
courage, and the prieata shall be a ppalled and the 
prophets be confounded. They they will say, Ab! 
Lord God, veri~y . Thou bast grievously beguiled th1a 
people and Jerusalem by saying ye shall enjoy aafety-­
where·as the sword touches (our) very lives. In that 
time 1t will be said about this people and Jerusalem, 
a scorching wind is blowi ng from the bare hills of 
the desert toward the daughter of IQ people, not to 
fan nor to winnow. A full blast came from them 
against Ke, now also w111 l pronounce· 3uogment 
agatnst the m. Behold he cometh up like clouds, 
hta chariots are like the whirlwind, his horses 
are swifter than eagles--Woe unto us~ we are undone. 
0 Jerusalem! cleanse thy heart from wickedness that 
thou mayest be saved! How lont wilt thou harbor 
within thee thy evil thoughts? Hark a messenger 
from Dan, a bearer of evil news from Mt.. Ephraim: 
Tell all tbe people, 'There (they) are!' Proclaim ' 
in Jerusalem, the besiegers bave arr1ve~from a dis­
tant land, they ehout at the cities of Judah the war 
cry. Like guards in the field they have closed her 
in round about , because abe hath been rebellious 
against Me,· s&1th the Lord . Tby ways and th.y doings 
have brought th1s upon thee. This 1s the rr~it or 
tb.y wickedness. Yea, it 1~ bitter, it touches one's 
heart. 
O my innermost being! I writhe 1n anguish, my heart 
throbe ?1olently, I tind no recet. For my soul beareth 
but the sound of tbe trumpet, the alarm ot war . De­
struction meeteth desti•uot1on. Yea, the wlacle country 
is ravaged, all or a sudden my tents are destroyed, 
in an ~nstant my tent-hangings (are destroyed). Row 
long must I behold the standard, must I hear the 
sound or the ~ru~pet. For Ky people are foolish, 
they know Me not, stupid children tmy are lacking 
understanding, they are cunning 1n doing evil, but 
know not how to do good. I look to the e artb and 
there 1s cba.os and vo1d, to the sky and its lustre 
1a gone; 1 behold tm mountains tottering and all 
the b1liJ..e shaking; I look a bout and there are no 
people, even the birds ot the sky are scared away; 
I look abol,lt., and the tru1ttul country 1s turned to 
a wilderness, all 1ta c1t1es are destroyed, because 
or God, because or H1a tierce anger . For thus saith 
the Lord, tbe whole land shall be made desolate; 
therefore must the land mourn, and even the sky 
will be caet in gloom, because I have spoken and 
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will not repent, I have resolve4 and will not re-
tract. At the sound of the horsemen and the 
archers tbe whole city hath taken to flight, 
they retreat to thhoo~e,~imb the rocks, every 
ci{ie deserted none is left. But thou, doomed 
to uin, why dost thou endeavor to clothe thyself 
in oarlet, to deck tllyself with golden Jewelry, 
to nlarge thine eyes witb stib1um; in vain dost 
thou make thyself fair, thy lovers scorn thee, they 
seek thy 11fe. Yea, I bear sounds as or a woman in 
travail, cries of anguish as of a woman giving birth 
to her first-born: It is the cry of the daughter of 
Zion, that gaspeth fcu- breath, that throweth up her 
bands: Woe unto me! My life doth succumb ~nto 
murderers." (Jeremiah 4:3-31) 

Tbls sermon ranks next to the confessions in importance, in that 1t 

so ad mirably portrays the conflict or feelings which was constantly be­

ing waged in Jeremiah's soul. Jeremiah knew that bis people were past 

hope , he knew that they would not re pent , t hat they could not be saved , 

and that , therefore, as far as they wer.e concerned his preaching was 1n 
• 

vain . But he could not reconcile bis love for his people to the t hought 

of t heir destruction. The very k nowledge that their doom was inev itable 

~aa e the thought or it torture; and the fact that he loved them so deeply 

made it impossible for him to get the thought out of hi s mind. His 

people were rushing bli ndly , unconsciously, to their doom and he was 

powerless to s tay them. With preternatural keenness bis brain worked 

out agai n and aga1o every circumstance and d et~11 of hie people's de­

s tructi on. Yet hie heart crieJ out for the 1mposs1-ble, tbat God Digbt 

suspend Hie Judgment, that Bia people might yet be saved . This con­

fl~ct of feelings explains how the prophet comes to break ofr in the 

very nlddle of his vision ot the approaching catastrophe to exhort his 

i nd ifferent hearers to repent while there 1s yet time . I t is important 

to note that B1tln1lar expression is given to these confl icting feeline,3 

~~ Chapter VI (cf v8 and also l Oa and 15a) -- a sermon which in struc­

ture and tenor 1s almost the exact counterpart of 4 : 3-31 t hough in 

cra~atic effect and v ividness of description it does not come up to 

the level of the latter. The circumstance that both sermons belong 
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unqJestiooably to the oldest products of Jeremiah's activity lends to 

that them a special s1gni!1ca{-c !or our purpose, ·ina1NRUoh as it sh owe 

from tbe very first Jere ab believed the doom inev1table . "I 

It may be pointed o in this connection that Amoe, despite the 

a~parent firmness with which he, time and again, announces the inevit­

able doom of the cation had likewise demonstrated tbe conflict that was 

t aking place in his soul. • 

11Thus saith the Lord to the house of Israel, if 
ye sought Me ye would live and sought not Beth­
El and frequented not Gilgal and made not pil­
grimage to Beer-Sheba . ~ (Amos 5:4-5a) 

The situation was not entirely hopeless. There remained a way of es­

cape from tbe ruin which was so soon to overtake the nation. If only 

the people would seek Yahweh and walk in .the path He had ordained , 

Yahweh would not destroy them . But Amoa knew tbat the people bad 

strayed so rar tbat there was no turning back. They were morally -
corrupt aod he was convinced that they would not follow his advice. 

Their hearts were too hard to be moved by the prophetic word . There­

for e be continues with the words, 

and 

"Yea Gilgal must waQi\er into exile and Beth El 
must perish.'' (Amoa 5t5b) 

., 
"Therefore thus aa1 th the Lord, God l:Sabaoth 1n 
all places there will be wailing, and in all 
streets the people will call: Woe! Woe! The 
husbandmen will call the p ro!essional wailers 
to mourning and walling. Even all vineyards 
will resound the wa111ng when I march through 
your midst, saith ttle Lord. 11 (Amoa 5cl6-17) 

There seems to be no actual evidence, therefore , tor the view that the 

pr ophets cher1sbed ttle hope or repentance on the part or the people. 

------------- ---------------
I Buttenw1eser "Proptlets or Ierae1• p. 203 likew1ae translation or 

chapter three by Buttenw1eeer. 

- .. 
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Jeremiah's attitude toward the Temple with its eacrif1cal cult 

may best be gathered from hie.ao-calleijemple-eermon, ' -

"Thus sait!:l the Lor Sabaoth, the God or· Israel, 
amend your ways an your doings that I may let 
you dwell in this ace . Put not your trust in 
delusions like this, The Temple of God, the Temp le 
of God, the Temple of God are these structures. Nay 
only if ye thoroughly amend your ways and your do­
ings, if ye scrup uslouly practise Justice toward 
one another, oppress not the stranger, the father­
less or the widow, shed not innocent blood in this 
place , nor wors ~ip other gods to your oeart, oniy 
tnen w1ll I let you dwell 1n this place, in the land 
which I gave to your fathers forever . Verily ye put 
your trust in delusions that are of no avai~. 

{Think or 1t!) to commit theft, muraer, adultery, 
ana perjury, to sacr1r1ce to Baal and worship other 
gods that ye know not, and then to tome and stand 
before Ke 1n this house dedicated to l(y name and say, 
we a re sare--(safe ) in doing all these shameful 
thi ngs! Ia this house dedicated to )(y name, a den 
of robbers in your eyes? Verily I DO look upon it 
as such, saith the Lord . 11 {Cbaptei' 7:3-11 ) 

"Thus saith the Lord Sabaoth, the God of Israel, add 
your holocausts to your common sacrifices, an~ eat 
the meat! For on the day I brought your fathers 
out of Egypt, I did not give them any oommarffl, nor 
did I aay aught unto them, concerning holocausts 
or sacrifices. But only this did I command them: 
Hearken unto Ky voice; have Ke for your God and be 
ye Ky people, and walk_i n the way that I ever en­
join upon you so that it may be well with you.~ 

(Jeremiah 7 :21-23) 

For this unequivocal attack upon the Temple and ite worship Jere­

miab wae brought before the authorities. "Certainly, the priests at 

least took it up as an unqualified threat although Jeremiah allows tbat 

l f t he people will mend their ways Yahweh will alter His purpose , yet 

throughout the proceedings he is accused and defended and ultimately 

acqu itted as one who baa uttered a categorical prediction •. . ..... It 

must have been the f1ret time that he publicly and explicitly announced 

the destruction of the Temple a ~d the boly e1ty ...•••.•..• . The effect 

or his words was comparable to that or Amoe' first announcement of the 

do~nfall of Israel 1n the royal sanctuary at Beth el in the time or . 
J ereboam II (Amos 7 :10 ff) B\lt the old respect for the office of a 
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prophet, which had shielded Amos from personal v1~lenoe, had been 

undermined by the persecuting regime of Kanaseeb, and the priests had . ...__ 
no difficulty in 1ncfng the populace to .an assault on Jeremiah's 

l lfe. Happily, the \eedom of prophesying still fou nd its champions 

1n that tumultous assemply, and through the intervention of the lay 

aristocracy and certain elders of the ltrnd Jeremiah was set free . '' 1 

Again Skinner finds himself in disagreement with But tenw1eser wbo 

asserts that Jeremiah was condemned to death and only with great diffi­

culty managed to escape : nto hiding, from wbi ch he did not emerge until 

the death of Jehoiakim. ''Thi s pt1rsecution which bega n with the Temple 

sermon continued, except for a comparatively brief intermission, until 

the very close of Jeremiah' s career; it became even more violent toward 

t.he end . 112 Skinner terms Buttenwieser ' a theory of J eremiah ' a trial and 

c~nv1ction "novel and ingenious." He might have added "reasonabl9 and ... 
convincing" were it hot for the fact that he , like eo many otbe1• bibli --
cal scholars, is a strict traditionalist , in that he ls umrilling to 

accept any polot of view, no matter how sound or reasonable 1t may be, 

if 1t conflicts with long- held notions of t he maJo~ity, the traditions, 

as 1t were, of biblical scholarship. The nature o~ this paper 1a sucb 

that Buttenwieser's theory cannot b~ presented at length, but the in­

terested reader 1s referre6 ~or a full discuasioo- to pp. 124 ff. of hie 

"P r opbete of Israel." 

Likewise Butteowleeer opposes the view held by practically all 

th6 scholars that Jeremiah took part in the Deuteronomic reformation. 

3k1nner especially, devot es many pages i n an attempt to prove that for 

a l ong time J rem1ah was actively engaged 1n assist ing the Deuterono­

mlsts to reform the worsh ip of Juda~, but that when be perceived the 

--------------------------------------------------------------------
I Skinner ''Prophecy and Relieion" p. 171 , 172 

2 Buttenw1eser 11Prophets of Israel. 11 p . 14 
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abuses of the law he finally turoed egainst it . · autteow i eser points 

out tbat J eremiah was ever in act ive oppOs1tJ..gn to the priests and 

legally recogoized {ophets . Hls opposition was carried on 1n the 

face of tbe recentl~ romulgated Deuteronomic law which claimed that 

the sacr1f1clal cult was of divi ne origin. There ls not hing in his 

writ ings 1bich mi ght lead us to believe t ha t J er eciah was 1n sympathy 

with the Deuteronomic movement , much les s an a rdent worker on its be­

half . On t he contrary such passages as 

"How do they say we are wiee and the law (Tcr a b) 
of tbe_Lord ls with us." (Jeremia h 8 : 3a) 

"Come let us plot against J ere miah, that the 
Torah of' the priest, and the counsel of tbe 
people and t he r evelat i on of the prophet may 
not be imperilled." (Jeremiah 18 : 18 ) 

seem to prove the opposite, despi t e all aaaerttons to the contrary. 

In scoring the nation f'or its sinfulnes~ Jeremiah makes use of 

~osea' s favorite figure of husband a nd wife t o illustrate the re la­

t ion betweeh Ya hweh and Israel . (See Jer emiah 3:1 ff) 

"They say, if a man put. away his wife and she 
go away f'rom hi m and become another man's, shall 
be return unto her aga i n? Shall not the land be 
greatly polluted? But thou hast played the harlot 
with many lovers; yet r eturn unto Ke, saith the 
Lord . " ( J ~rem1ah 3:1) ~ 

Aga1n he uses the image or rather and son utilized so effectively by 

Hosea 

"Thou shalt call Me, father and shalt not turn 
away from Ile." (Jerem1an 3 : 19) 

Jeremiah 1s urging the same tneme ae Hos ea, with closer insistence 

on the past 1'1.story of Israel . Tne nation owed everything to its God; 

its being and well being alike were due to His constant and peculiar 

care . Without Hie intervention it would have been nothing, but He had 

treated it before all the world as His son. Gratitude should have bean 
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sufficient to ID&ke eTident His claim to its peculiar chvotion. The 

men should have given all to the One who grudged ~ em nothing; but 

neither the recognition o/ what He 1s in Himself nor the knowledge 

of what He has revealed ~ self to be in all their put history bas 

been sufficient to retain their allegiance. 111 

The series of oracles 3:I-5, 19-25; 4:lff form a connected whole 

which deals with national reformation, according to Welch, who da~es 

them early in Jeremiah's career because of their obvious dependence 

on Hosea . uAll through, the thought of hie great predecessor governs 

the attitude of the younger man. In the same way Isaiah began with 

the ideals and even the terms of .Amos . 112 

Year after year Jeremiah continued hie vain protests against the 

popular religion. During the reign of Jeboiakim be tried to instruct 

the people by means of an obJect lesson . The Chaldean arJIIY was iovad-., 

1ng the land and the people were taking refuge belN.nd tbe walls of 

Jerusalem. Among t he refugees wer e t he Recbabitea, who were no. ed for 

t heir f i oel1ty to ancestral traditions. Well aware or their allegiance 

to the ancient standards of conduct Jeremiah im:.!_ted eome of them into 

one of the Temple ch.aabera aD<i ••twine before them . 
. 

"But they said, We will drink no wine; for Jonadab 
the son or Pechab our rather com;aanded us saying, 
Ye sball drink no wine , neither ye, nor your aone 
forever: Beitber shal1 you bu1lo bousee , nor eow 
seed, nor plant vineyards, nor have any: but all 
your daya ye shall dwell in tents; tbat ye may 
live many daya 1n the land where ye be strangers. 
Thus have we obeyed the voice or Jona.dab, the son 
or Recbab our rather in all that be hath charged 
us." (Jeremiah 35:5) 

Then Jere~1ai went forth and held up t,be Recbab1tea as an example 

o the 1nbat1tante of Judah, because or tbeir loyalty and conetano,. 
-------------------------------------------------------------------

I Welch "Jeremiah" p . 63 

"Jeremiah" p. 7'+ 
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"Then came the word of the Lord ijnto Jeremiah' say­
ing ••.. ..... The words of Jone.dab, the son of Reobab, 
that be commanded his eons not to drink wine, are petf rmed; for unto this da,-they drink none, but 
obe their father\ecomms.ndment; notwithstanding I 
ha~ s poken unto you, rising early and speaking; 
bu ye hearkened not unto Ke. I have sent also 
to ou all Ky servants, tb.e prophets, rising up early 
and sending them say ing, fteturn ye now every man 
from his evil way, and amend your doings, and go 
not after other gods to serve them, and ye shall 
dwell in the land which I have given to you and 
your fathers: but ye have not inclined your ear, 
nor hearkened unto Ke ....••.. Therefore thus• saith 
the Lord God 8abaoth, the God of Israel; Behold I 
will bring upon Judah and upon all the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem all the evil that I have pronounced 
against them: because I ha~e spoken unto them but 
they haven~ heard; and I have called unto them, 
but they have not answered." (Jeremiah 35:12 ff) 

He commends the Reohabites "not because or any of the particular 

forms of their abettnence, but because of their constancy. Here were 

people who remembered and through centuries had remained loyal to the 

precepts of an ancestor; while Israel had fallen"Trom their ancient 

faithfulness to their God a nd ignored His comman"'aments. The steadfast 

l oyalty or these simple nomads to the 1nstitut1ons of a far-away 

human rather, ho. it put to shame Judah's delinquency from the commands 
. 

of her Divine Father! Thi:: contrast is in 11ne w1th the others, which 

we have seen J eremiah emphasizing, between his people 's fickleness 

towards God and the obdurate adherence of the Gentiles to their national 

Goda, or the constancy of the processes of nature; the birds tbat · know 

the seasons of their coming, the unfailing snows of Lebanan and the 

streams of the hills."? 

"Hath a nation changed its God, even though they 
are no Gode? But Ky people hath changed its glory 
for that which is of no avail. 11 (Jeremiah 2s.ll) 
. 

Some slight idea of tb.e bl tterness in J erem1ah' s heart may be 

gained fr~m the abov.e quoted verse. He sees the de~otion of the 

----------------------------------------------------------------------
I G. A.Sm1th "Jeremiah" P • 194 



'( J. 

aat1ons to their gods wh1oh are nonentities anj contra~te it w1th 

Isr ael's fa~~essnees, its straying .away from. the one, true God. The -hopelessness of h1e preaotng weighs heavily upon bim. More than once 

he g1ves voice to sentime a of misery and despair. At times hie heart 

is filled to overflowing an he complains againattbe suffering he must , 

bear. "It was as if the measure of personal suffering was necessary 

to br1ng bis rel1g1ous endowment to its full development. Even as 

Ho sea 's bitter domestic experience led him, 1n advance of hie age, to 

the realization that God was love, so the opprobrium and abuse which 

J eremiah bad to endure, led b1m through travail of spirit to a closer 

and more personal relation with God than we have evidence of in any of 

hi s predecessor prophets. Forsaken by hie fellowmen, driven into 

hi ding to escape death, he found a higher ~ellowship, a surer solace .. 
in the consciousness he acquired of God's nearness to him . His severe 

i solation served but to nourish and intensify his reliance upon God -
a nd to open hie mind to the deeper spiritual slgn1f1cance of hls 

~i ss ion. Thie saving sense or God's pres ence grew on the prophet until 

we find him exclaiming from a full heart, as t he Psalm1.et later, ''God 

is my strength and my refuge.'' Indeed w1 th this sense of communion 

with God, J eremiah's whole being became permeated and all bis thinking 

surcharged . nl 

These utterances of the prophet laying bare the inmost secrete 

of his life, hls rears, doubts and sufferings are known as the "Con­

fess i ons ." They are six 1o number but for our pur pose 1t will be 

enough to examine one or two of them. 

"Thou, O God bast enthra l led me and I am enthralled; 
Thou b.aet seized and overpowered me. I have become 
a constant target for laughter; everyone mocketh 
me . For as often as I speak I have to cry out, 
have to compla in of violence and abuse, for the 

-.--------~------------------------------------------------------------
I Buttenwieeer "Prophete of Israel " p . 81 
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word of God but servetQ to bring upon me insult 
and derision without enb. And I thought I will 
not heed Him, I will oo~ speak any more i n His 
name; but it was witbin me as a raging f ire , shut 
up in my bosom; f strove to withstand!!' but I 
could not, Yea, I bear tbe whispering ~f many 
attack on all sides: inform on him, or, let us 
play the informer; everyone of my bosom friends 
is watching to contrive my downfall: perhaps he 
Will let himself be entr~pped, so that we may get 
him into our power and take revenge on him. But 
God is with me. I triumph like a hero. Hence my 
persecutors must exhaust themselves and accomplish 
nothing. They suffer great shame, because they 
succeed oot; t neir shame will never be forgotten.~ 

(Jeremiah 20:7-11) 

"Cursed b~ the day that I was born! Let not the 
day that my mother bore me be blessed. Cursed 
be the man who brought the glad tidings to my 
father; 'A male child is born unto thee' -- and 
filled him with joy. May that man be like the 
cities which God overthrew mercilessly. llay 
he bear screams of anguish in the morning, cries 
of alarm at noon- tide. Would t hat they had killed 
me at birth , or that my mother had been my grave, 
and her womb carried me ~or all time. Wherefore 
came I forth from the womb to see misery and woe, 
that my days should vanish in despair." 

(Jeremi ah 20 :14- 1 3) 

The pathos of this last confess ion is overwhelming. Tbe tragedy 

of J~re~ia b ' s life is here clearly portrayed . He has drunk the cup of 

despair to the dregs yet his sp1r1t is not o:,nquered. G. A. Smith say6 

of h im, "The man would not be mastered, but 1f mastered is not crushed. 

He q•1estions each moment of h1e sufferings, each moment of bis people ' s 

oncoming doom. He debates with God on matters of Jus tice. He wrestles 

things out with God and emerges from each wrestle not halt and limping 

11~e Jacob of old ; but firm and calm, more clear in bis ~ind and more 

sure of himeelf--as we see bl~ a t last whe n the f ul l will of G~d breaks 

upon his soul with the battle of Carchemish and he calmly surrenders 

to his own and bis people 's fate. That is how this prophet, by nature 

s~ fluid and so sbr1nking stands out ben~e~or~h a fenc~d city and a - - -
wall of bronze over against the whole peopl e of the land; the unbreak-
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able figure 1n the breaking up of the state and the nation. ,,t 

Or as Skinner states it tD eowned by men and driTitl'T' in upon him­

self, he round in the truth o ~18 rejected prophedy an indissoluble 

link of communion between his n soul and God. Ami d all his tr1bu­

l~t1ons and the defeat of his lifework it was a blessedness of 1tl1oh 

nothing could rob him that Yahweh, the God of Israel, had spoken to 

him , a nd received him into His fellowship. And in this 1nd1v1dual 

re sponse to the voice of God he d1scover~d an earnest of that instinct­

lve and universal sense of the divine in which he recognized the perman­

•at. essence of religion. 112 

Jeremiah, in his letter to the exiles in Babylon, brings out the 

truth that -Yahweh may be worshipped outside the borders of Judap, that . • the exiles may be loyal citizens of the country in which they find 

themselves and yet not swerve one iota from the worship a·emanded by 

Yahweh. He writes to the m as fol lows: 

"Build hous es and .. dwell thareic . Plant orchards 
and eat their fruit; Take you wives and beget 
children tha t you may wax and not diminish and 
seek the good of t he land to which I have led 
you captive; and p ray for it to Yahweh. For 
with its welfare 1e yours bound up. For well 
do I know the thoughts that I think concerning 
you--thoughta of weal an~ not of 111 -- to g ive 
you a future of hope. When you pray to me I 
will bear . When you seek Me you shall-'" f1nd Ke. 
When you seek with all your heart I shall be 
found ot you, saith Yahweh." (Jeremiah 29 :5-7 

and 11- 14)3 

In conneot1op with this letter Skinner wisely observes that tbe 

Zlonist controversy of our day 1s oo new phase of Jewish religion; it 

oates from t he Babylonian captivity. 

The truth contained in tbi■ prophecy 1s not a new one. It is tbe 
-- ------------ -------------------------------------------------------

I G. A. Smith "J eremiah" p . 337 
2 S\tinner II P""'fh~e.J ,. ~ 1, ?' on p . 219 

3 Translation by Skinner 
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very kernel of all~prophetic teaching. It develop• }he theme of the 

immanence of God and it preecrib11 the method whereby man can exper-
.__ 

ience God. Not by mealof the sacrificial . altar nor through the 

intervent1on of the pr stly attendant can man approach the Deity, 

but by striving to know od, by earnestly seeking after Him, can he 

fi nd Him. Jeremiah expresses here the same thought Hosea developed. 

'°Yo---eh&ll know God by aspiring to know Him. It 
we but search for Him we shall surely flog Him. 

{Hosea 6:3) 

The rel1g1on Jeremi~h preached was independent of Judah, inde­

pendent of t he Temple, independent of all forms and ceremonies. The 

destruction of the Temple was only a n 1ndident in the D1vine plan of 

things. For the development of the true faith it was entirely im­

material. As a matter of fact it had been a great hindrance and the 
I • 

religious life of the future could dispense with it. 

"Io accordance with . this, the glorious future consummaMon . wnich -is the 1deal of the prophets will consist therein, that the whole 

people will know God, that every man will experience God in his heart 

and strive evermore after Justice and righteousn~ss; J e remiah even goes 

so far as to predict that in the ideal future all ooOtfied law will be 

dtapensed with, since God's moral law will be indelibly inscribed i n 

the heart of oaoh individual end will assert itselJ unfailingly 1n 

every consci ence. ~I 

"Days shall come, sa1th the Lord when I shall 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel 
aad the house of Judah; not like the covenant 
which I made with their fathers the day that 
I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
the land of Egypt, which covenant they broke, 
so that I cast them off. But this will be the 
covenant which I shall make with the house of 
Israel 1n the days to come, saith the Lord: I 
shall implant u, law in their minds and I shall 
write it 1n their hear ts, and I shall be to them 

---------------------------------------------------------------------1 Buttenwieser "Prophets or Iarael." p. 319 

... 
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a God, and they shall be to Me a people-· Then 
they will no longer need to teach one another wi th 
the words, "Know God! 11 For they w 111 all know Me 
fro~ the least of them unto the greatest of them, 
saith the Lord. " (Jeremiah 31:31-34) 

There remains now but to summarize Jerem1,h 1 s God conception, Like 

the prophets who preceeded him he 1s insistent upon the righteousness 

j ~ Yahweh. He looks upon Hi m as the eternal Judge of the Universe, Who .. 
demands of the people not holocaust and sacrifice but the better life, 

the carrying o~t of Justice in the relations of man to man, the protec­

tion of the weak and innocent. If the people knew Yahweh there would b~ 

~o problem, for to know Him 1s to obey His moral law of Justice and 

righteousness. But the people are ignorant of the t r ue natur_e of Yahweh 

_:;a the;; practice violence, decett and treachery , wherefore He must 

E)U!11Sh tn,m. There is no al t erna t 1ve. 

Secondly he was 1n position to point out the universality of God 

tn a part i cularly striking manner . His letter to the exiles was of 

great significance 1n cal~ing a ttention to the fact t hat God's presence 

~as free of the Temple and toe land of Jucah. Whereas the popular 

notion of the exile held that 1t was a calacitous pu nishment, Jeremiah 

leaked upon it as a wonderful opportunity. 

Thirdly? Jeremiah developed,as no prophet before him had done , the 

idea that the relationship between Ood and man i s ~n individ ual one . 

He delved deeply i nto the soul of man. He stressed indiv i dual respon­

sibility and dealt with the ha~1te, the stns the dut ies of the individual 

~s none of his predecessors bad done. The followins are typical utter­

ance s streesiog the 1nd1v1dual . 

110 Lord who Judgest the righteous who tr1eat the 
reins and the heart . " ( Jeremiah 11 : 20) 

"In those days they shall say no more: The fathers 
have eaten sour grapes and the teeth of the children 
are set on edge, but every man shall die for his own 
iniquity, every man that eateth sour grapes his 
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teeth shall be set on edge . " (Jeremiah 31:29-30) --Jeremiah , h1 nself,Erough doubt and st_ruggle had come to the 

1nti:nate and immediate owledge of God. While be was being perse-

cuted by friend and foe ~i ke , there was no _earthly companion to whom 

he could turn. His only friend, he d iscovel'ed, was God. "No other 

prophet," says Buttenwieser, "was possessed to such a marked degree 

as Jeremiah by the conviction of hi s divine call and by the conscious­

ness of 1ntimate communion with God. Other prophets showed equal fer-
..... 

vo r a nd singleness of purpose ; some even, as the Iaaiahs, excelled 

Je~smiah in the l oftiness of t heir conception of God and of the universe, 

as i n logical precision and clearness of thought, and in poetic beauty 

ano aptitude c f language--in fact, in a+l of those qualities which per­

tain d1stinctly to the intellectual aide of the prophetic movement; but ... 
&s an exponent of the purely spiritual side of this movement Jeremiah -stands without a peer. 111 

In tenderness and in depth of feeling Jeremiah surpasses all his 

predecessors except perhaps Hosea in wbose footsteps . he followed. In 

him", says Bewer, "all the beet of Amos, Hosea and Isaiah was brought 

to full fruition. He sp1r1tual1s ~d religion by separating it from 

all outward 1nst1tut1ons, even ~rom the nation. ThH all perish, but 

rel i5ion remains; t he s oul 1n fellowship with God."2 

T H E E N D 

i Buttenwieser uProphets or Iaraelu p. 10 

2 Bewer "L¥,eratur~ of the Old Teetamen~" p. 166 

t684fi2 
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