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PREFACE

This little thesis is &n attembt to present the
life and origin of the Krimchaks in the Crimea. At present
there are in the Crimea, three separate and distinct sects,
or rather groups of Jews - Karaifé,— Polish-Lithuanian Jews
and Krimehaks., The Karaites formerly known us Ananites, ou
account of the founder of their sect, named Anan, are firm
believers in pure hosaism a«nd do not consider the Taluud
as authorative. They clauim that they resided in the Crimes
foi“ two thousend years, which is however, not in ug?ﬂement
with the fact that this sect was only estublished &t the
end of the eigth century. They enjoy all rights in common
with 211 the rest of the "real" Russien subjects of the
Czar, and do not suffer the disabilities of the "real"Jews.

The Polish-Lithuanicn Jews are of recent dite in
the Crimea, &s the nume indicates, they Lave come here frou
the North, since the conquest of the Peninsula by the Russiun

__Sueen Katherine 11, in 1783. They have brought with them
their hebits, menners and institions, with which we cre wéll
familar, which are not ary dilferent from those of the Jews

in Poland and Lithuania,

The Krimchzks however, the native Crimean Kebbinites
ere the ones who concern us %hs most and to them this little
essey is primemé*ly devoted. I think it is safe to say that

perhaps, no, other group of the meny isolated Jewish sects in

4 —-—
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the world has been more woefully negected by our
writers and historians, than this h e group of
Krimcheks in the Crimea. No wonder nobody seems to
know &nything about them. The average imformed
Israelite who knows something about the Falash Jews,
the Mountein Jews, the Yeminite, Karaite and Subbet-
nik Jews, knows absolutely nothing about the Krimehzks.

§T/tt The Krimchaks are well worth the knowing., They are the

most ancient Rabbintes on the Peninsula. They number
upwards of ten thousand souls. They live with us to-day,
having flourishing communities, beautiful synagoguéé end
most interesting social institutions. Thev &lso possess
wonderful historic treasures in their ancient synagogues
and cemeteries scattered throughout the Crimean Peninsula.
Tuey are & most ineresting group of Hebrews, fully deserv-
ing of our earnest attention and most careful study and
consideration, because in their mode of life, these Jews
resemble .their Tarter neighbors more so than they dﬁ

their fellow Jews of the North. For the Krimehaks not
only speak Tartar, but eat, drink, dress and live like
Tartars in every respect, except in their faith, which is
strictly Jewish. They are particularly interesting be-
cause in no other Jew do we find the Semitic and Mongolian

element so intimately blenddﬁ. as Wwe do in the Krimchaks,
In fact so close is the resemblance between the native
5
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Crimean Tartar and this native Crimean Jeff, that.you
can hardly tell them apart. The only thind that distin-
guishes the Krimchak from the Tartar is the fact that
the Krimchak does not shave his head like the Tartar, also
his hair.is not as dark as the Tartar's, for strange as
it may seem._the’Krimch&k's hair is of Reddish-Golden
color, a ﬁg;g¥{which is uncommon among the Semitic Tribes.
The Krimchak women, however have retained more tenaciously
the cheracteristic Jewish type. They are pretty and have
delicate complexions aud bright black eyes. It is this
latter fact.of the peculiar physiognomical end awthropels °
ogical characteristics of the Krimchaks coupled with the
evidences of many other historical facts, that lead me to
the conclusion that the orié&n of the Krimechaks imn the
Crimea, is undoubtedly to be found in the Chazars, end is
to be traced to the period of the risfand fall of the
kingdom of the$z Mongolian converts to the Jewish faith,
(800-1000). Of course, by that I do not mean to say thet
there is no Jewish blood in them, A
The Krimchaks have alwédys interest me. From -
my very childhood, I loved to watch them in shop and in
the synagogue, because they looked so different from the
other Jews I knew. Their picturesque attire attracted
my attention, especially the womel's wardrobe, which always
sperkled with that peduliar Oriental charm and beauty. I
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could not believe myself that thedp Tartar-looking people
were really Jews. They have been the object of my

curious observation for many years, for I was borm, raised
and lived among them in the Crimea up to the time I left
Russia in 1906. 1 since read &ll there was to be had, of
interest about them in books, magazine articles and stories
and when I entered tle Hebrew Union Qollege in 1911-1912,

I had my mind already then, made up tb mexe them tue theme
of my graduation thesis for the Rabbinical Degree. Iy

joy was extremely great, when last May, arriving &t my
Junior Year at College, and submitting this subj;ct "The
Krimeieks"™ to the feculty, the plan was approved, I at

once set down to the task of getting additionel materisl,
in order to me.e this thesis, as good a piece of work as
possible. The sources bein, ueager on this side of the
ocean, I was obliged to send for imformetion across the
seas, but on account of the present world conflict, I
flatly' fai led in my e€forts to secure aid from Burcpe, and
as a consequence I was naturally compelled to limit myself
to the material available here in America, and to personzl
ohservations, which still linger in my memory of days gone
by. My present treatise on the subject is therefore by

no means complete. Niitﬁ?r complete nor perfect. Further-
more,l claim no great amount of originslity on the Subject,

nor do I consider it a master-piece in English.,
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It is just an attempt made and an &ffort exerted by one
who is well aware of the fact thet he is altogether too
immature to handle successfully an important historiec
subject of this nzture, too young &and inexperienced in
tiie tongue of the new world to meke it at least pleasant
reading matter. I just tried my utmost to present the
subject the best I know how, under the circumstances,

with the hope of enlarging upon it in the future,

o o
na

Ay

I sincerely trust that the words of mouth and the med-
itations of my heart will accordingly be acceptable in
the sigut of my teachers, the great leaders in Isreal,
who have been my guides and my lights in the righteous
patis of the "Toreh" for the last five years of my resi-

dence at the Hebrew Union College.

Raphael Goldenstein
of

Portland, Oregon.
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THE ORIGIN OF THE KRIMCHAKS
IN THE CRIMEA.

A, The Barliest Settlement of Jews in the Crimea.

Jews settled in the Crimea at & very early date.
According to the testimony of tomb-stones found in the
vicinity of Kerch, bearing names and decorated wi th the
seven branched "Menorsh", Jews existed on thet Peninsula
as early as 157 B.C, The Greek inseription on a marble
slab unegrthed in the Crimea and preserved in the Imperial
Hermitege in St.Petersburg, dating back to 80 B.C makes it
certain that they flourished there before the destruction
of the temple. While from similar inseriptions on grave
stones found on the old cemeteries in Chufut-Kale, Mangup-
Kale, Kaffa, and Tepe-Kermen and Stera-Krim we learn thet
orgenized Jewish communities and synagogues existed in the
Crimea at the time the Greeks ruled the peninsula, between
480 -47 B.C, Jerome in his com:entary on Obadish, (Verss
20 ) reports on the authority of his Jewish teacher Handnie,
that according to a tradition prevélent among the Jews,
the Assyrians and Babylonians conveyed their Jewish captives
to the coasts of the Black Sea. These early Crimean Jewish
settlers were Greeks in language, cu‘stoms and social life,#&
enjoyed equal rights with their fellow citizens,—The Greeks,

Up to the conquest of the peninsulé by the Romans in 47 B.C.
- 11
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But the period of the Roman domination wag brief, for

about the middle of the first century, thd Aldnes seized
the country. In the second century the Alques were dis-
placed by the Goths, and tle Goths were, in turn,displaced
by the Huns in the fourth century, the Jews suffering
greatly from the successive invasions of the barbarous
hordes of entiquity, until the beginning of the seventh
century, when the Crimean Peninsula was overrun by the
Chezars, & Turkish tribe which occupied the Northernm

Shores of the Caspian Sea and nzmed the Crimea, Chazarisz,
The Chazars rule ceme to and end however, in 1016, when, °
they were displaced by a combined effort of tue Russianms,
an. the Bysantines. For the next century and a half, the
Peninsu&f was occupied by the Petcheneyes, who were replaced
by the Kipchaks, both of whom were wild tribes of Turkish
Stock. The Kipchaks however, were very good masters and
behaved generally with tolerance to the subjected peoples,
and under them the Jews of the Crimea, enjoyed equal rights
with the other inhabitants. A change however took place in
1258, when Berke, their third ruler and his followere em-
braced the Islam when the relations between the newly con-
verted Mohammedans and the Jews became strsined. In 135
the Genoeze tribes established their reign in the Crimea,
which lasted until 1475, when Mokammed the 11 came and con-
quered and enslaved them together with the rest of the Christ-
ianswon the Pen}nsula. Many Jews lived under the Genoeze

regime and in the Teman reigned, at that time the descendants
12
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of the Genoeze Jew, Simeon de Guizolfi. In the constitu-
tion of the Genoeze colonies on the Black¥Sea, issued 1449
the Bishops of Kaffa are directed not to oppress the Jews
living there. John Schultberger who traveled in Europe
in 1394, states in his description of Kaffa that there
were two Jewish sects there in existence, i.e. Karaite
and Rebbinite, with two separate Jewish synagogues. An-
other traveler by the nsme of Martin Bronieveki, who visited
the Crimee in 1578, says in his "Tertario Descriptio", that
the inhabitants of Kaffa, Turks, Bgyptiens and Jews, cultivated
beautiful gerdens arownd the e¢ity and thet thc Khan collected
annual tribute from the Jews. Tle do?igécian Joln de lacie
1625, states likewise that in his time Kaffa was mostly settled _
by Jews. Inseriptions bearing the dates 909 end 1018 end
1309 have been discovered in tue old Krimchak synagogue, which
points to the same unmistakable conclusion that Kaffs must
heve had & large Jewish populetion and well organized Jewish
communities at that early date.

During the rule of the Tartars in the Crimea, the -
Russian Czar, Ivan 111 Vassilieviteh, bas his Jewish represent-
ative Kokos at Kaffa. The petriarch Fotias, in a message to
the Archbishop Antony of Kerch (858-891) the former thanks
tue Archbishop for his efforts to convert the i;;;-;f Kezch.
Again, the presence of Jews in Kerch during the seventl century
is confirmed by inseriptions found in the earliest Christian earatoms3

known in that region.

13
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From all the foregoing evidenge, it is clear
that Jews lived in the Crimea for the lalf two thous-
and years., Their numbers might not have been very large
in the first century of the common era, but from the old
synagogues and mikvahs found in abundance on the peninsula,
we may safely judge that their number increased in time,
But after all, whether they settled there earlier or later,
or whether they were many or few, is not my principle concern
here in this thesis. I gave this brief digest of the early
settlement of the Jews in the Crimea, werely by way of intro-
duction in order to lead graduslly up to the more importan t
phase of this essay, namely, to the discussion of the origin
of the Krimchaks in the Crimea.
B. Opinions and Theories Regarding the Origin of the

Krimchaks in the Crimee.

The opinion of the Krimchak Rabbi David lechno.

According to the statement of Rabbi Davga, Son of
Eliezar lachno, in his introduction to the famous Krimchak
preyer book called, "Heznia", Karasubazer, (1716) the origin
of the Krimcheks in the Crimea is to be traced back to the
Babylonian exile. His being the oldest testimony in print,
we possess, I shall therefore translate part of it just as
it appears in the "Haznia". xxx "The order of prayers in
the present "Mahzor" is arrangdll according to the "Minhag"
of our forefathers who formerly resided in the cities of
Kaffa and OldﬁKrim, but who originally came there directly
from Babylonia and Persia tfjrough the wreth of the enemy,
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whose intentions were to destroy and anniflilate. The
enemy, indeed prospered, and David,son of i, the
"Nassi", "Chief of the Exiled", was killed by Hevsein,
King of the Ishmaelites, because of his jealousy of the former,
who was & direct descendant of the house of David, King of
Isreel. Ilater on, another David posed a&s the liessiah and
gatlered many Jews around him and armed like a Turk, he waged
war ageinst Persia, but without success. At thet time there
was much trouble in Isreal, evil decrees, forced convertions,
end bitter persecutions until the people of Isreal were ex-
iled and scattered fo all the ends of the earth, the majority
of them forgetting the "Torah" and forsaking the law. OSome
of these exiled ones came to the Crimea and settled in Kaffa,
(Theoépcia) at the time of the reign of Genoeze (Luazim) and
built a synagogue, which for beauty was & %Eﬁtle temple in
miniature. They employed the order c¢f prayer according to
their tradition of the"Geomimw” much different from what it is
to-day, in both Selichoth, piutun and Kahamodoth. But when
the city of Kaffa was captured ;; the great King of Turkey,
Patich Sultan Mohamgd, who also ceptured Constantinople, then
meny wise men came to the Crimea, ere the Spanish exiles
arrived at Gonstantinople (1461), who prayetl according to
"{inhag" of Roumania" which is the same as t.at of the Mahzor
of the Haznia." .

“In eddition to those, there followed & general exodus

of Jews from Russia especially from the great beautiful city

15
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of wise and learned Jews cslled Kiev, aWout which it is
said, "For out of Kiev goes forth the law'. From that
city a large number of men,women a&nd children came down
to the Crimea headed by the great Rabbi: Moses Goleh, (1515)
with whom three other rabbis came down by the neme of,
Rabbi Asher Hqkohen, Rabbi Kalmen Ashkenszi, but the third
one's name I do not know. All of these sects would assemble
in the same synagogue &t Kaffa, divided into three separate
groups, as they were, each praying according to its own trad-
itionel custom hended down to them by the Gaonim. One sect
folowed tlie Minhag Ashkenazi, the other Minhag ﬁggmaﬁia.
Neturally a quarrel soon arose which elmost resulted in the
erection of separate synagogues for each sect, but fortunste-
ly, the spirit of God, moved the great Rabbi Moses of Kiev to
step forth and unite the house of Israel. He called a gen-
erel meeting of all the different groups together and per-
suaded them to wnite and live in hermony with ome another.
He established eighteen principle "Tekonoth” which Le urged
them to follow, at the penalty of’HereﬁTEnifuy) most of
them being of & nature that were eaplicable and favorsble to
all parties concerned. Thias he urged them to decide all
questions regerding Shechiteh, Bedikeh, Kesubah, Kidushin
end decisions where Rabbi Mosegﬁifﬁrlis oppeses Rabbi Joseph
Karo, by saying "some follow the custom thus, or do thus"
according to the Ashkenzzic tradition. But in the order of
prayer, he urged them to follow the Roumanian custom of the
15‘
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"Haznia" prayer book. While in all offher matters -he allowed
them to rely upon the primitive Babylor§an customs and
traditions as they still have them. He furthermore made

them promise never to change the "nuseah" of their prayers

as they were newly adopted in the "Haznia™ without- the
consent of all the communities combined.

"Since that time on, we , the Children's children
and the offsP;;ng of these united sects qu the Crimea, Lave
clung to our faith and customs of our forefathers as then
laid down by Rabbi Moses, until the new éﬁn of the great
Rabbi Elishu of Vilna dewned upon us, who together with his
many able disciples established new tekanoth, new prayers
for weex days and Sabbaths and meny other good customs besed
on Kabalah - that I have now underteken the task of embodying
them into one Mahzor, so as to make it complete, containing
all the new as well as the old Dinim-linhagim, arranging them
in a manner that will be easy for anyone to find just what he
wants in its proper plece. lay it be the will of God to help
me finish ﬁy task as He helped me to start it. Meay he bless -
His people with peace.

The words of the suthor and writer of the Mshzor.

David, Son of Rabbi Elieza Lachno.

fle must admit Firkovitch's contention that Rabbi

David lachno was not very stramg on history. Some of his

statements are not exactly correct historically, like for ,..:x;tL
17
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the oue Le umzes about David ben Sekaiy who really wes
not killed himself, but his grand-son, Mezikish, "The
chief of the exiled" aefter Ray igi Geon, who was exe-
cuted by tle King togetner with his entire family.
But whetuer Lachno is exact in 141s "igtoric;i state.ents
in the Hskdemsh to tue Haznish ¢r not, one tLing is sure,
according to his kmowledge, the Krimecnsks ere, first, tue
desceudants of tae Babylonizn aud Persian exiles. Secoud,
of tue Spenish refugees, znd tuird, from tue Russien fug-
itives from HMiev, originully being seperate coumunities or
sects, but finzlly united inio one solid body known éé
Krimenszks, by tue eilorts of Chief Rabbi Loses of Kiev, iu
the year 1515 and sssimilstea into the life, dress end
tougue of tie netive ferters, who were enjoying great Irce-
dom in tue Crimea, under tue beneficient protection of
Vohammed the Second oi Consta..tinopls.

(Beth Hakneutu Farfell)
The Theory. of Abreham Firkovitch.

Abtaham Firkoviteh, the famous Kargite archio-
logist has an entirly different theory regarding the
origin of the Krimchaks in the Crimea. He maintains
that the Krimcheks were originally Karaités and are con-.

sequently of the same origin. He therefore insiststhat
the origin of the Krimehaks in the Crimea is to be.traced
not ot the Babylonian captivity etc. as our friend Rabbi
David Lachno would have, it, but to the lost ten tribes
and to the captivity in the dlays of Shalmanazar.,

ig
s . Y

N
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"The chilren of Isrsel in tRe Crimea" writes
Firkovitech in his book called "Dever Hakraim""are partly
the descendants of the ten tribes of the Kingdom of
Israel, and partly the offspring of the Kingdom of Judsh,
who went forth together with their priests, led by Gedaliahu,
son of King ﬁnhaz, to protect Samé{ia from the wicked
Shalmanessar, so as to save Jerusalem from destruction.

But unfortunately their efforts were made in vein, the
people could not withstand the siege and Shalmanassar broke
into the city of Semeria and captured them alive, and lead
them from Samaria, captive into exile to the citieé'of

Madai (Persia) 720 B.C. But King Kembuz the son of Koregh
was good to them, on account of their loyalty to him, end
their bravery in his war ageinst Telmora, Queen of $hitim,
that he set them free and granted them their request to settle .
in the Crimea, 474 B.C Here they came in large numbers,

and settled in the cities of Sephprad (Kerch) Sulachat,

( Stara-Krim) and Charzan, (Khersonisus) and in Chufut-Kale,
which they fortified with high walls and dwelled there for
many years. Proof for the 6ar1y settlement of our fore-
fathers in Chufut-Kale, are the ruins of that city, whkich

are still standing to this day, as witnesses to our ancient
history on the Peninsula. Also the many grave stones on its
cemeteries called "Emek Jeosggphat“ the inseriptions of which

indicated our existence there 33 B.C.
19
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"Since that time they neved returned back to
their holy land and consequently have hot witnessed the
destruction of the first temple. They simply heard of
its destruction and mourned over it, while the second
temple tiaey never even saw, and for & time they knew nothing
about what was going on in Palestine, Thus through the
grace of God, and the specisl act of Providence, the
Children of Israel have been dwelling in the Crimea now
for nearly twenty-four hundred years and while all other
nations who periodicelly swept over the Peninsula, perished
end are no more, we, tirough the merits of our ancgstors
have survived in ‘spitfof invasions of barbaric tribes and
persecutions that we endured in the Crimea."

"Up to the middle of the tenth century, the Jews
in the Crimea, knew nothing about the existence of the
Talmud, but in 957, three messengers, (Shiluhém) ceme down
from Jerusalem, nemed R. Ephraim, Hannuksh and Elishoh,
respectively and they for the first time introduced the
Talmud into the Crimea, with the result that the Jews of the
Crimea were from now on split into two sects, namely, those
who accepted the Talmud called Rabbinites, and those wiho
did not accept it called, Karaites, lience the origin of the
Krimciaks." o

The theory of Firkovitch which is self-explanatory
is further supported by him as follows -

First- The old Krimchak synagogues in the Crimea
the Ark of the Covenant is placed not in tihe easternowell as

20
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is the custom of the Rabbinites, but 1 the Western
wall, which is toe custom of the Karaites.

Second,~their pronunciation in reading the
Hebrew of the Bible and tlLeir prayers, is like that of
tue Keraites, nagpely, they #ye the Sephardic diaslect.
Third~ their Tartar dialect resembles that of the Kar-
aite, as does t.eir wearing apparel.

Fourth - Physiognomically, the Krimchaks re-
semble the Karaites more so than they dc the Rebbinites.

Fifth - They possess no old documents about |
tleir history to disprove my statements. :

Sixth - They stand up when they pray at the
synegogue just like the Karaites do. They also have
carpets on the floors to sit on for the common folks,
and long benches aroun: the walls for the reverend old
gentlemen as is the custom in the Karaite synagogue.

Seveuth - They do not lead the bride and groom
to the synagogue to perform the marriage ceremony and
do not use the"Hupah" but perform the "“Seven Berachoth"
at the residence of the bride or groom, just as we Kar-
aites are accustomed to do.

Bighth - They also mention the nzmes of their
| great leaders of the past and‘ pray for their souls just
as we Karaites do on Seaturdays and holideys in our syna-
gogues. They likewise mention among other names, the
nemes of the three apostles, (Shilukim) Bphraim, Elihah

el
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and Hanukiah who brought the news of Rie Talmud to
tie Crimea, whom we too mention in our synagogues."
(Massa Krim.)

Pirkovitch's tneory es here presented created
a great storm in its day emong the leading writers and
historians in the latter pert of the last ce:utury.
Foremost among them are Geiger (Zeitscurift)Zuni (Zov
Geschichte) Finn, (Hakov Mell) Pinsker, (Likute) Charni
(Hemagid) Levinsohn (Toar Haggpher) Graetz (History)
Steinsieider ( Hemeliz) Chivalson (Corpus) aul Harkevy
(Altjudische).

They disgpproved almost every one of his state-
ments and exposed his unparalleled ignorance of Jewish
history. They likewice discovered and exposed to the
world all his forgeries and false docusents, which he
himself had either invented or corrupted in order to
prove his mistaken theories. The material is sovAST
that I am unable to fully reproduce it here in this little
essay, but I shall contend myself by giving now the opinion
of one who livad among tie Krimchaks for more than thirty
years. Who knows them and his sympathy for them,~in

striking contrast to Firkovitch,

¥oz

)
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The Opinion of Rabbi Hayyig

Hezikieh Medini.

The Haham of Karasubazar feels very indignant
about the terrible cbarge made by Firkovitch against
the Krimecheks in the Crimea, accusing them of being the
descendants of the Karaites and in hLis letter to E.
Deinard, he says emong other things:-

A - "Firkovitch is harping constantly that the
Krimchaks are the offspring of tie Karaites. I would
like to know who put that "Shtuss" in his head. For if
what he said be true, then how is it possible thet the
Rabbis who heard of that split in the Karaite camps,
did not come out at thet time with a protest against .
admitting them into our midst, since according to the
Shulchen Aruch E%en Haeser, intermarriage is absolutely
forbidden with Karsites, even after they embrace our
religion. B - Surely just because the Kriumchaks sit
on the floor in the synagosue like the Karaites,-is not
suffiecient proof that they belong to the Karaites, for
all Sephardic Jews in Palestine do that. The real diff-
erence between the Babbinites and the Karaites, to my miN®
lies not in the way they sit #n the synagogue, but in the
place wiere the Bimah”stands. For in the Rabbinite syna-
gogue, there is a pl&th#&lin the center, which is the case
in every Krimchak synagogue, whereas in the Karaite syna-
gogue there is no platform in the center.
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C- As to the fact that thej speak Terter
and not Yiddish, why we have thousanfs of co-re-
ligionist in Egypt and Demascus who speak nothing
but Arabic. Furthermore the Krimchek Tartar dizlect
is quite different from that of the Karsite.
D - As regards the Sephardic accent the Krim-
chaks use, why thousznds of Palestinien and Arsbian
Jews employ it, that does not necessarily indicate that
they ere 211 Karaites, I am sure.
E - As to rememoering the dead in the synsgogues
on Sébbath and Holidays, that is & very old custom ‘among
tie Rabbinites, they necessarily did not have to adopt it "
from the Karaites, quite the contrary, the Karaites adopted _
it from the Rabbinites.
F.- While as to his accusations regarding the
many Karaite books that he found in the Krimehak syna-
gogues, why 1 can show him similer cases in Palestine
in the Sephaerdic synagozues, yet no one would even' dream
of accusing the Sephardic Jew of onee being Karsites. On
the contrary, I found among the Krimchaks in their syna-
gogues, numerous old wolumes of the Telmud and parchments,
meny of them hundreds of years old, upon which are written
parts of the Bible, and the Poskim, which wes never yet
found smong the Keraites in #heir synagogues. For which
reasons, 1 for one, positively deny all such baseless theroges.

advenced by Firkovitch and his school and I implicibly be-
4
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lieve thet the Krimcheks are of the safp stock as we
Rabbinites are, That they are the fai®iful followers

of both the written and the oral laws and that there is
no differenge nor distinction between them and the rest
of the Jews of the world. Absolutely none soever. As

to the origir;’bwiz brothers, the Krimcheks,6 in the Crimea,
I believe Hebbi Devid lachmo, in his introduction to tue
"Haznia", approecles the truth as nearly as any men I
know of."

The Theory of Ephraim Deinard.

Bphreim Deinard, the famous traveler in the ‘C.z'imeg.
author of "Massa Krim", believes thet tae Xrimcheks origin- *
ally lived on the Tayman Feninsula, where they came from -
Palestine, Greece and in the course of time from Babylonia
and Persia passing through Armenia and Caucasia. "Proof
for theii 3?22111.’199;1‘1&1:?;2 . yffiefore tie birth of Christ
is found,on thet Peninsula, which I myself heve seen in tihe
Asiatic Mueeum and Royal Library at St.Fetersburg-TessmiE)
Deinarad".

“Thence they moved across tie Azof Strait and
settled on the opposite Crimean Peninsula in the cities
now Known as Kerch, Stara-Krim and Theodusia."

"Some of these ancient tombstones are decorated,
in sddition to the seven branfhed menoral, with shophors,
chairs, tebles, sandals etc. & cusiom which prevailed till
recently among the Krimchaks in the Crimea, to decorate TW rewms SONF

‘esasEn with the object of his occupation. The inscription on
25, ‘
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the tombstones are in Greek, which indicftes tlat thej
caze from Greece and belong to the Hellehistic period

of the Jewish history in the Crimea., These Hell#nistes,
settled in t-ue Crimea at least as early as in the days

of the Maccabees, (see Harkavy Hajphudin) I do not im-
agine tueir numbers were very large at first, but as

soon as they established themselves properly on the Pen-
insule and built synagogues, uany more Jews from other
lands, were undoubtedly attracted to the Crimea for var-
lous reason, sone for business, others in quest of homes
and as these new-comers kept on their constant steeam Pf
emigration into the Crimea, they brought along witlh tlem,
all the Jewish customs, culture and Talmudic knowledge of
the day, thus introducing it into the Crimea to the older
pre-Talmudic settlers of tie Peninsula. That is how we find
so many old parchments and manuscripts of the Bible, the
Talmud end the Rambaum, in the Ksrasubazar "Genizah". Yes,

nts. have

&

indeed, not merely old perchments and dead manusecri
been spared to us fréom those remote days, but verily & living
token, & remnant of ancient @rimean Israel has been preserved
to this very day, represented in the noble band of loyal Jews
celled Krimchaks.

"From the Historic material gatiered in the Crimes,
from the careful analyisis of q}dletter;, menuscripts and
inscriptions on parchment books, Torah, ecases and grave
stones, I reached the conclusion that the Krimehaks settled
in the eity of Karesubazar just four hundred years azo, after

26
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Sulachst, (Stara-Krim) ceased to be the cabital of

the Tartar Khans. Thus it is clear thzst §hey moved
from Stara-Krim, Kaffa, Kerch and Mangup, t6 Karasub-
azar, Where they were granted special privilges by the
Tertar Kings, to barter freely and live in peace under
their personal protection, and when the Jews in other
Crimean cities, heard of that, they flocked over to thet
city to benefit by the great privileges, together with
their other more furtunate Karasubazer brethern."

4

Because of the great historic importance of ths
"Schutz-Briefe" of tie Crimean Khan's, I am going to trene-
late gome of them.

"Granted by King Selim Gerei, son of Kaplan Gerei
Khan -

"This charter is granted to t.e Jews of Karasu-
bazar, Mo:es and Solomom sons of Jacob and Aye son of
8ilijah, because from days immemorial, their forefethers
heve been granted same privileges from our ancestors, the
{ings Memet Gerei Khan, ete. for which reason, I too grant
them the same charter of rights,. freedom from taxation end
immunity from all duties to the.King, Furtuermore, no one
is allowed to take away from them, their horses, houses,
fields and crops, nor do them any injury whatsoever,"

Signed, Bakhtschissaraiyg 1156, according to the

Tertar ers.
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Dr. Harkavy's Opinion. _

Dr. Kbraham Harkavy, the great afchioligist
and authority on Jewish History in Russia.\bdlieves
that the Kriuchaks first settled in the Crimee in the
year 1238. "“For up to the thirteenth century, the
Krimcheks dwelt primarily in the regions of Astrakhan,
Stqzropol, Orenburg, Uphe and further South, partly
also towards the Bast of Asia, At that time, diverse
nomad tribes, were roaming over the plains of Southern

Russia including the Crimea, and not until tue year 1238,

wihen the Peninsule was finally conquered and oceupied Ry
tue Tertars of the "Golden Herde™ did the Krimchaks as
well as the Ksraites form settlements there, in the cities
of Sulachat, Kaffe, and Karasubazer. In fact all the
Crimean discovereis of Firkovitch, that were not forged

by thet Karaite, bearing data concerning the history of
our Krimchek brethern, and the Karaites on the Peninsula,
do not point to any date prior to the Heginig of the
fourteenth céntury."

Professor Graetz suppprts this view of Dr. Harkavy,
by saying (H.of J.V1 ) that.a considerably large number of
the Jews now dwelling in Southern Russia, originally lived
in Caucasia, and he further adds, that they are likewise
the descendants of the Chazars,gwho dwelt aldng the Volga
River and in the Crimean Peninsula, which Harkavy does
not admit. For Harkavy believes that after the down fall

—" of the Chezer kingdom (1000) the Chazars jmeréed once more
28
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into the Tartar tribes whence they spranf, thus dispensing
from the arena of history as a separate ple forever.

Dubnow's View on The Subject.

The famous Jewish hictorianm, Dr. §Elgmon Dubnow,
in his latest survey on the subject, in & recent publication
of the "Yevreyskaya" Starina" 1514, conveneiently divides
tie history of t.e Crimean Jews into eight respective per-
iods -

1. - The 01d Greek Period (Up to 100 B.C.)

2. - Pontus Period (100-1B,C. )

3. - Romen Period (1 <3140F %
4, - Byzentine Period (1v - V11 4.D.)

5. - Khazer Period (V11 - X A.D)

6, - Barbarian Period (X1 - X111 4.D.)

7. - Tartar and Genoese Period (X111 - XV 4.D.)

8. = Tartar-Turkish Period (1475-1785)

Next, the present Russian period follows.

He proves with the aid of reliable historic :
evidence, that Jews had been living in the Crimea during
each one of those periods and'he dwells with especial
emphasis upon the period that interest us mostly in this
thesis, namely, that in which the Krimchak life assumed
itd peculiar shape and form, nzmely, the Tartar period.

Like Harkavy, he belf%ves tlem to have settled

<8
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there in the thirteenth century, but unlgke the latter,

he contends that the Krimchaks came there\passing through

the Dardanelles from Italy, Spain and Portugal, not from
Caucasia. These strangers from the latin countries, soon
E adapted themselves to their new surroundings, at first,

combining the Italian with the Tartar eve™AFan! later on,

abandoning the former altogether, and assimilating the latter.

Thus in the fiftecenth century, we find the Crimean Jews,
universally speaking the Tartar language, instead of tle
Spaniéh end Italian, and we also notice tiem adopting the
dress, manners and habits of the Tartars on the Peninstla.
It is at thet period in the history of the Crimea: Jewry,
thet the full-fledged Krimchak type originated and assumed
its particular stemp and form under the beneficient rule

of tie Khans and t.e Protection of the Sultan's at Constan-
tinople. Very important discoveries regarding this p&riod
(X1V - XV111) have recently been made by Mr. A.R. Gidalievitch,
of Sevastopol, who excavated tie Jewish cemetery of langup-
Kzale and unearthed many old grave stones bearing nemes and
dates that establish the truth of the existence of & large
Krinchek Coumunity there, as early as 1387. No authentic
earlier inscriptions have been found there, but this is
quite & step forwerd in the right direction and is' zreat
ipportance to us, when we came %o remove the veil of mys-
tery from the face of the history of our people on Ehe
Peninsula. Sipce the date furnished us by Firkovitch,
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cannot be relied upon, for his da@es do not correspond

wi th the inscriptions on the tomb S{ones now unearthed,

and conflict radically from beginning to end, his being

in most cases, four or five hundred years 61dar. than ours.
He tried to fill the zap of nearly a thousand years, from -
tie Byzantine period to the Tartar period, with monuments
and inscriptions that he himself invented, while to us,
thet period as far as monuments are concerned, is a perfect
blank. Fortunately we have epigraphic and literary
sources that cover that vast period, which we hope in time,
to work out, so as to shed additionel light on fhe Hictory

of Isreal in the Teurida. e

Dr, Karpeles Statement.,

Dr. Gustave Karpeles in his excellent book,
"Geschichte der Judischen lLiterature" makes the follow-
ing statement bearing upon the history of the Krimchzks
in the Crimea. |

' "From Rome, Jews spread to the Apenine Peninsula .
but on account of the untold persecution and suffering they
endured there, under the.Byzantine rule during the reign
of Leo 111, the Isaurian (718), who persecuted them re-
lentlesslfT@émigrated eastward to Caucasie and the Crimea.
it thet time there lived jn the Crimea, a2 strong and fierce

Tertar tribe, who spread their dominion along the Volga,
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between tie Black and the Azof Seas - T ‘ Chazars.
This Chazar @pople which which struck with terror all
the surrounding nations of Persia and Byzantine, was
very kindly disposed towards the Jews. They not only
allowed the Jews to live in perfect freedom and enjoy
all the privileges of citizenship, but they would mevem
appoint them as judges, interperters and doctors in the
Royal household, as well as councilors in the King's
court. During the reign of Bulan, one of the greatest
of the.Hggans, the con@ition of the Jews in Chazeria Wa.s
especially fevoreble, for he was the first to embrace
Judaism. In his deys, Judaism flourished on the Peninsule
and many schools were established for Jewish étudy and
learning. Perfect religious toleration preveiled in the
land zealously guarded by the Senate, represented by three
denominations including the Jewish. Furthermore, the Hagans,
or the Chazar Kings, would likewise assist their brethern,
tie Jews in other lands, protecting them wherever and when-
ever possible." |

This mild and tolersnt disposition of the Chazars
attracted Jews from all lands and turned Chazaria, practically
into a Jewish state. Thus the Crimean Jews passed upwards
of two hundred years under the beneficient rule of the Chazars,
enjoying every liberty, until 1016, when the Chazars were
dver run by the combined efforts of the Byzantines and the
Russiens." '

3%
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Similar stateuents are made byfll Listor-
ians who studied the question carefully, eSpecially in
recent times. Dr. Kutchema, who just published a book
on the Chazars, throws additional light on that interest-
ing period in Jewish history, but of course, had he been
a Jew insteed of a Germen, and known the subject a little
better, he would have arrived, perhaps, 40 different con-
clusions. I shall return to thtm later on in the course of
my essay. Presently I shall conclude by saying that I heard
the late Dr. Schechter was very anxious for some one, & Jew,
to undertake the difficult but worthy task of studying chre-
fully and writing up the complete history of the Chazars,
which (@) work properly done, would I am sure, throw much light *
on the history of the Crimean Jews and help us to & better

understanding of the past of the Krimchaks in the Crimea,

Let us hope that the wish of that great Prince in Israel,

who has recently been teken out of our midst, will -be real ized
in the near future and that the clouds that hang over thé
ancient history of our brethern on that Peninsula, will be
dispelled and a new sun shall dawn on the new heavens of

e RIMEAN
re juvenateds Isreal.
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The Most Probable Theory of the Origin

Of the Krimchaks in the Crimea.

From the preceding survey on the subject before
us, from statements, views and theories of various histor-
ians quoted, it is clearly seen that they do not agree with
one another, as to the origin of the Krimchaks in the Crimea.
They all however, agree in, first, thet Jews have been living
in the Crimea, at least, for the last two thousand years,
Second, that these Jews were eiilgs_of meny lands, mostly
Bastern countries. Third, that the"Golden Age, " of the.
Criuean Jg;;§:gt$;Lg the Chazar period (V11 - X ) and fourth,
that the COrimean Jews, as Krimchaks, did not exist before the
Tartar period (X111 - XV1). The$g general universal APM igsron [
by themselves, throw considerable light upon the origin of
our Krimchak brethern in the Crimea, but they likewise point
to & more still probable solution of the problem, which I be-
live is the correct one, nemely, that the immediate-origin
of the Krimchaks is to be found in the Chazars.

My proof for this contehtion is, first, Historical,
Second, Agthoopological. Historically we know that during
the eighth century, a strong Tartar-Chazar tribe adopted
Judeism and that, that tribe which ruled the couﬁtry,now
called Southern Russia, ineluding ‘the Crimean Peninsula, was

especially favorsble to the Jews. That on account of their
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mild disposition and favorable inclination ward the
- Isreelites, Jews flocked from every land, particularly
from the cruel Byzentine Bmpire, to Chazaria for pro-
tection and peace. Thus, fofu gMefe tiq#, two hundred
years, the land of the Chazars was a place of refuge
and a haven of security against oppression and persecution
of barbarous antiquity. Furthermore, we learn that these
Chazars were good Jews, true adherents to the written
and oral law. Some of them even knew Hebrew quite well,
(Hajehudim).. They loved their new religion end were  #°
willing to meke great sacrifices for it, as "Geim" usuzlly do.
So well were they pleased with Judaism and so thankful
were they to the Jews who granted them this noble faith,
that they not only protected'them at home in Karasubazer,
but they also stretched forth their helping hand to every'
land, where they possibly could, to aid their fellow-Jews,
and deliver them from thier oppressimfs. It is only nat-
ural to suppose, therefore, that mutual zid at such a time
wes correspondingly met with mutyal love on the part of
the Jews, and as a result, inter-merriage between the two
races must have been very commoﬁ"those days on the Peninsule,
History likewise tells us that the Chazars were
not only a ‘strong tribe, but a nufrous tribe as well. So
large and fierce that they succeeded to subdue all the

surrounding nations and tribes. They exacted tribute from

85,
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Kiev and presents were sent to them from theYByzantine
ruler. Persiaz terrorized by their power and might, built
a gigahtic wall in the Caucasian Momntains for protection
eggeinst invasion from the Chazars. Bulgaria was subjected,
so was whole of Tartaria, Caucasia and tie Volga Region.
But the iron MWlE¥ of the Chazars, after a period covering
almost three long centuries, (V11-X) came to en end in the
beginning of the eleventh century by the combined forces
of Russia and Byzantine.

Now, the question neturally arises, what became
of the Chazars after their downfall? Where are they?

Numepous and fierce as they had been, where have they
disappeared? They were good Jews, where shall we find
them? They.existed for nearly three hundred years, as
Jews for two hundred years, harbored and gave proteétion
to thousands of Jews among them, with whom they came in

closest union. Where did tuey suddenly vanish. without
leaving the least trace of their foot-steps on the sands

of time..

I agree with Harkavy tha% some of them fell back
into the Tartar tribe, whence they spreng, while others,
undoubtedly returned to Bulgaria whence they came. I be-
lieve glso, that maeny of them were killed in the wars, in
taking the last stand for their cougtry, fihile others were

mede slaves by the Russian and Byzantine conquerers. 1
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furthermore imagine that a great meny of thefje con-
quered heroes were converted to Christianity the
one hand eand Mohamedism on the other. But I do not,
in the least, doubt, that a goodly number of the
Chazars,at the downfall of their Kingdom, emerged into
the Jewish race, while still others formed separate
distinet Chazaro-Jewish sects, or groups, known to us
today by the nemes of Subbatniki and Krimcheki, perhaps
also the Karaimi.

Let me now quote an quthority on the subject.
Mr. Fishberg in his scientific study on race end en- o’
vironment, "The Jew", makes the following important
statement with regerd to the period under discussion. :-

"The most important infusion of non-Jewish Racial
elements into the veins of Bastern European Jews, took
place in the eightheentury, when the Chazars embraced
Judaism. There is considerable historical evidence that
after the destruction of their kingdom, many of them
mingled with the Jews in that regiomn, in the Crimea, and
in other countries. It is stated .by suthority, that the
Jews in Southern Russia, Hungary and Roumsnia, and part
of Polend are meinly descendants of the Chazars, who freely
inter-married with the Jews."

Trgces of bloéd mixture df this alien element in
tlhe Jewish phygiologicel orgenism have been recognized and
carefubly analyzed, by both Jewish and non-Jewish scientists

37
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and emthropologists, who in common discoverdl TavR—
anian as well as llongolian types and traits among

the Jews. In fact, Hugo Kutchera, in his recent large
valuable volume on the Chazars, celled "Die Chazaren",
established the truth of this observation hy numerous
peinstaking prwofs and analysis, afthropolozicel and
Historical, which are quite convincing. He maintains
that the Russo-Polish Jews, who have later on emigrated
to Germeny and Austro-Hungary, are no Semites at all,
but are the descendants of the Chazars, who, he believes
were of Finnic origin, not Mongolisn as Harkavy and the .
others meintein. Of course, thet I believe is stretching
the point too much. It is going & little foo far to make
Finns out of practically all of the Jews of Burope. But
whet I do however, believe, is that tie Krimechaks of whom -
we never hear before the downfzll of tue Chazar Bmpire,
but whom we meet right after this downfell, the Krimechaks
who speak Tartar, dress like Tarters and possess Tartar
manners, moreover look like Tartars, thet they undoubtedly
are the direct descendants of the Jewish-Chazars-who orig-
inally were Tartars. For knowing them as I do, I do not
think there is a more non-Jewish-looking Jew in the world
like tie Krigchak. If the Krimchag is n9t.a full-blooded
llongolien, he is & least a half breed. He surely has

plenty of Chazar blood rumniug in his veins,
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It has been similarly ascertained 3¢hro—
‘pologically, that likewise the second group of the
nativg'ﬂrimean Jews neamely, the modern Karaites, are
a quite distinct etﬁ&c group, &nd are more &kin to the
Tartar tribes of Souesstern Russia than to their Jew-
ish Rabbinic neighbors. TWeissenberg who made a care-
ful study of the Keraites, (Die Kafieer der Krim) in the
Crimea, meintains that they are & very mixed race &nd
have a large quantity of Kongolian blood in their veins,
doesn't that too show one of the two things, either that
t.e Karaites ere another remnant of the Crimean Chazars, ’
or else carry in their veins the Chazer blood, who sfter
the desiruction of tLeir Kingdom, may have joined the
Karaites.

"Noreover, Firkovitel, the famous leader of the
Karaites, who contends that the Krimchaks are tie desend-
ants of the Karaites, advances‘%roof for his contention,
tLe fect that the Krimcheks resemblé the Karaites more so
then they do their Rabbinite brethern, which Deinard re-
sents and in turn proves in & lengthy essay that the Karaites
are not Jews at 2ll, i.e. that they ere not even of Jewish
origin, but of the Mongolian stock. If so, I again insist
that the Krimchaks ere the descendants of the Chazars, be -

the,Krimchaks,

ceuse I lived among the KAraltes/for a good many years, and

I knew them both and from what I know about them and their
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physiognomic expression, I admit Firkovitch'§y evidence,
this time, the Krimchak does look like a Karatte more

so than a Russo-Polish Jew. For both Krimehak and
Keretie are apparently of the same Chazeric origin, hence
their common lenguage, their common dress, customs and
traditions, particulerly their common facial resemblance.
It also expleins the strange fact, why the Karaties who
did not accept tie Talmud frou tue three Jeruszlem Shil-
uchem, neverbheless, pray for the souls of tie latter,
and mention their names in their " Hazkorath Nesiiomoth"
en &ll important holidays in tleir synagogues, just like
tie Krimcheks do.

It is true I em no authropoligist, I. have not
teken any measureuents nor have I studied the skull'for-
metion of the Brimean sects, but that much even & blind
person could see, while in religion there is muth in
common between the Krimehak and the Russo-Polish Jew; in
actual life and ‘in bodily appearance there is almost nothiﬁg
in common between them. The Krimchek is backward, awkward
and sleepy, while the Russo-Polish Jew is active, plastic
‘ and wide awake. The former sticks to lis Tartar with the
tenadity of a Tertar, a backward number in civilization,
and like the Tartar, does nét admit the ways of modern
culture into his life, while the 1J%ter dﬂbpts the lang-
ugge of the country, (Russia) and accomodates himself to
tiie social enviromment in which he lives, as soon as the

laws of the state are not in Lis way, and oftentimes, even
40
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in spite of them. The Russian Jew is & thrif

worker, a hustler, & man with ambition, trying§to

amass wealth, power and to become a factor in t

sociel and politicel life in the country in which he
lives, while the @rimean Jew, i.e. the Krimchaksi;as

I shall show later in the second part of my thesis,
devoted to their life~like the Tartar, of which stock
they undoubtedly spreng, of at least has & goodly portion
of his tardy blood running in his veins, the Kriumchsak, I
say, is lazy, unskilled, except in the working out of
~dyed skins, which is their principle occupation, ambition-
less, indifferent to their environ .entwg, indifferent to
ﬁealth and power or higher sociel position. The most of
them are dull, uninteresting and simple minded .people,

for which reason tl:ey are nick-ncmed "sheep heads" by tle
Northern Jews, and inspite of the fact that their women
are exceptionally beautiful, nevertheless on account of
their inferior intellectual qualities, the Northern Jew
seldom comes to ihter-marry with them. Althouzh the
Kriumchaks realizing the inferiority of their kind, and
recognize the superiority of the Ndéthern Jews, are only
too anxious to give their daughters in merriage to the

Jew from the North., All of wLich goes to nrové that the
Krlmchaks if not altogetuar',.have at least a large portion
of Chazer blood in their veims, for surely en?lronmant &l one

comnld not work such & tremendous difference in the life
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and nature of & purely Jewish organism, for{ghe

Jew has been known in history of the world, the
'great-merqhant people, the quick mind, bright and
alert business man who always stood at the top of

the money ladder, while these Jews, in spite of

their long residence in the Crimea and apparently
under beneficient rule and protection of the kind

Khans - are way down in the scale of business and

the newly arrived Russo-Polish end not the Krimchak
Jew controls the business interest of to-day in the
large cities on the Crimean Peninsula. Furthermore,
Jews are known for their skill in methematics and their
talents in music, these Krimchzks however arg a unique
exception, in that respect, for thggp Jews contrary to
tie universelly accepted rule, are poor methematicians,
and still poorer musicians. The music I heard in their
synagogues, is void of harmony, sweetness end Judean beauty.
It is simply & *sort of monotonous sing-song, the saue i
melody, from beginning to end, just like the Karaitemchant
in their synagogues. They have not get the least appreci-
ation for true Jewish music. They do not care to "Go to
hear a Khazan" and listen to a juicy piece of "Tikengo®,
which penetrates all the"Avorim" asyk Polish Hassidwould
express it. Allthe Krimechak cargg for 'is a cup of Khaveh
(Black coffee) end a fresh Yantéch (meat pie) and he is

satisfied. On. twenty cents & day he lives happily with his
dz
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entire family and grand opers does not bothed him.
He does not miss it in the least...
| Teking into consideration, then. all the
facts and observations I enumerated above in the
course of my essay, the most proable theory regarding
thg origin of the Krimehaeks in the Crimea, I should
say, is the latter, nameiy that they zre the descendants
of the Chazars. Every bit of authentic knowledge we
heve about the history of thes peculiar sect., seens to
point in that direction. ILloreover, great historians
like Professor Graet® for instence, are supporting this
view, let us then accept it until somebody else, more
capable and better equipped, comes along and -throws new
light upon the subject.

Presntly let us part with part one, and with
God's help, commnence part two, which is going to deal

with the 1life of the Krimch&ks in the Crimea.

%




—OHIO PATTERN WORKS; Cincinnati, Ohio, Continustion Sheet—

PART 11




—OHIO PATTERN WORKS;Cincinnati, Ohio, Continustion Sheet— -

SOCIAL ASPECT
OF
KRINCHAK LIFE




~OHIO PATTERN WORKS; Cincinnati, Ohio, Continustion Sheet-—

SOCIAL ASPECT OF KRIMCHAK LIFE

| Unlike_ the me§t of the Jews of the world, Who speak
Yiddish, the Krimchaks sgeak Tarter. The Tartars‘glaim that
it is not a pure Tartar that the Krimchaks are using, but it
is a sort of Tartar jarﬁon called Tschagadai. In this Tartar
jargon, many Greek and Hebrew words are found, in fact many
of the more educated Krimchaks speak Hebrew fluently as they
do the pure Tartar. But the 1aggua§es of Western Europe are
still unknown to them. In their Hebrew speech, they employ
the Sepharéic pronunciation as the Karaits do. In script
however, they often use the Arabic characters, but as a rule
all their books are written in Hebrew, even the vernacular
is written in Hebrew characters.

Some examples of the Krimchak language:-

Good -- Yakshi Coat — Urbah
Mother -- Anna Key — Ansktar
Dog  -- Kugek Give -— Berdi
None - Aa Cat — Kedi =33
Father — Baba Head — Ekmek
Candle -- Tcherakh Water — Soo
Block — Khara

The Krimchaks are a very mannerly class of polite

and simple people. They are as simple in their manners as they
are in dress and diet. In other words they are not yet'civilised
in the modern sense of the term... They act very plainy naturaly
unconventional’. They are quiet, peaceful naive imdividuals of
very hospitable nature. ¢ seldom sees them guarrel or tattel
tale_or gossip. One never sees a Krimchak drunk or brgke or
ﬁqmbla._ If he is mot in his shop you will find him at home with

is family or in the coffee houses with his friends.

The coffee house is the social center of the Krimchak
community. There in the shade of old walmuttrees and to the
muraur of the rippling fountain. On the bere floor or om soft
carpet, friends gather and dlscussfpolitics, transact business
and form matches. Here in the coffee house, Krimchak, Karaite
and Tartar meet on common §round, sit and sip the black coffee
bit b{ bit, using the est amount of sugar imaginable, keep-
1ug 1t on tip of the tongue. With the timiest bit of sugar on
t.9 tongue, the Krimchsk can drimk from ons to tem cups of coffee
aud them baving some still left im his mouth to throw away.

‘ Here in the coffee houss, the as well as the rich
Lrimchak sits om floor with folded legs, liks his Tartar
neigobor and listens with the tes eagerumess to the world
news told by ome of the more educsted Muslams, who can read the
dewspaper. Here too, the atmnsghoyu is filled with the frag-
{aicefof.ronsto% co{ie;. b%a¥de '}Eh tﬁ:ﬂg&ors of th:ts - ik
1a8t, Iryiag just outside of the coffee 8. 80 o
melo&ionsngggeos of the street peddlers aellxng‘i%rklsh czndy

]
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cooked corn and buzzah, tear in through the oHen windows of
the coffee house, making the place a perfect delight to the
simple mannered Krimchak.

. .Ome of the interesting facts of the Krimopak social
life, is the manner in which they §o call1n§ on onefanother.
When & Krimchak goes calling on a friemd, the whole amiI{ §oes
along with him, and the call or visit is mot of such shor -
ation as ours, not even as the longest of our visits, but_lasts
from two to five days if not more. Surely this gran& qualit¥
of hospitality marks them more distinctliathan any other of their
virtues, as the true descendants of Abraham and[to thelgrand
children of ancient Israsel.

The most_favorite of Krimchak dishes are the famous
Tartar Shashliks, Yantochs and Tchebereks. Shashliks are fat
square bits of fresh mutton piserced through and arranged on a
five inch wooden stick which is thrown into a greasy pam of
boiling fat and cooked until the meat is turme crwxﬁl Shashliks
to the Krimchaks are like pork or lamb chops to the Americanm,
readily made and thoroughly enjoyed with greem vegetables, onions,
lettuce and parsley.

Yantochs resemble our modern Amerizan meat pies, with
some ‘variations. An-original Krimchak Yantoch is a large pie  «
filled with chopped potatoes, onions, lamb or mutton, fried im
grease until the extraordinary haav; dough walls of Mr. Yantoch
get nice and brown. As a rule the Iamtoch is mot an everyday
affair, it is only on Fridays that the good wives of the Krimchaks
make them and ca them to their husbands' shops every Friday
morning, when all busimess is laid aside and with legs folded under
them and with both hands clinched to the warm juicy oozing pie,
the poor Yantoch is eagerly devoured.

Tchebereks are large half-moon shaped meat pies filled
with raw meat finely ground together with green onioms and lots
of Earsle and pepper, fried im boiling dish of fat and eaten
while still hot, right from the frying pan.

Very little white bread is eaten by the Krimechak. They
refer the fresh "Pete™ a sort of soft cake, made of glaln rye
ough mixed with brand and sprinkled with brand on both sides

and baked on a bare oven. Pete can 33311¥ be split while still
hot, and inserted with a shashlik or two forming a sort of hot
meat sandwich, which the Krimechak, as the Tartar, enjoys immense-

ly.

Soup never appears on the table of a Krimchak, in fact
none of the elegant dishes of the Polish and Lithuanian Jew, are
to be found in fhe diming room of the Crimpan Jews. Not even the
traditional Sabbath delicacies like "KugeI™ and Zimes, Pucha or
Gefillte Fish.™ As & rule their food is very plaim and simple
as is their dress. To be sure, it is almost too plain, for every-
thing is fried in fat and boiled in grease, but they eat lots o
vegetables and are very fond of fruifs and nuts, and while they
do not know how to make fancy cakes and tasty salads, their fruit
preserves are the finest, best and most delicious imaginable.
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Coffee and buzzah are the most favorite drinks of
the Krimchaks.

Buzzah is a sort of soft drink made of pramnd cooked
with sugar. It is sold on the streets of Karasub§zar and
Baktschissarai, for a pemny a glassful. But the Byimchaks are
ven{ fond of wine as well, which they usually make ‘themselves
in_their homes, of those world famous Sudack grapes of the
splendid Crimean vineyards.

Coffee is served black without milk in it. Each cup
of coffee is cooked separately in a cleam bright little copper
coffee pot made for that special purpose. Whén left standing
for a moment after the coffee is poured from the pot into the
cup to cool off a little, a thick ome inch layer of coffee_
sediment is usualli_foun& on the bottom of the cup. That is
how the Krimchaks like to prepare their most favorite social
drink at the coffee house and at home.

The Krimcheks dress just like the Tartars om the Pen-
insula,(and had it not been for the fact that they look like
Jews, one could mnever tell them afartﬁ% Both men and women wear the
netional garbs of the Tartar people. The men wear Turkish caps
either made of red cloth like those worm by our Shriners, or ofs °
black fur karacul, which they wear all year round, summer as well
as winter. Their trousers look like bloomers._exﬁremeli large
and loose girdled about with & wide oriental girdle . Their coats
are very long. made_of thim cloth of a dull black color hanﬁéng
loose over the shoulders. Boots are never worn by the Krimehaks,
but they wear sandels and sheep skin slippers of bright golors.
Heavy woolen s@cks are worn sum.er and winter and the oriental white
knit cottom cap never comes off their heads. It takes the place of
the black satin Yarmolka of the Polish Chasid. -

The womens' wardrobe is still more elaborate, more gictur—
esque than that of themem. Their dresses are made of very bright
colors of floral desigms, oriental in every respect. They wear mo
stockings, but the white limen bloomers come way down to the ankles
and cover every inch of the leg, reaching down t¢ the slipper. The
slipper is made of either red or yellow Sophian leather, with gold
and silver trimmings.. The skirts are rather short, but the wi
bloomers are extremely lomg, a foot or ,so longer then.the skirt.
Stranﬁaly enough, & shawl is wora, not on the head or about the
shoulders, as one would maturally suppose, but about the waist im
he back over the hips.

The Krimchak women are very fond of jewlery, esgacially
of small gold chains, with which they dedorate their flat, hard
red plush cags. They wear these and other chains around their
necks, make bfacelets out of them and often attach them to their
braids, just like the Gypsies. For the Krimchsk women like the
Tartar women, are always wearing their hair mede up in numerous
thin little braids, intertwined with silk threads and gold silver
and copper ofpins. Somg esgeaially, those who are blessed with
abundant hair growth, make &s m as fifty to sixty such braids,
henging down all over the back and shoulders. The girls oftem
dye their hair in reddish paint called "Kene" which has a very un-
48
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leasant odor and makes the scalp very red and ggeas , but_it
Rends an extraordinary polish and luster to the beautiful long
hair of the Krlmchakﬁag

It is cus;omarﬁ likewige among the women %olks to paint
their finger nails with the same dye, and it is really remarkable
how well they succeed in this queer manicuring stunt. “0ld and
young paint_their lomg nails and revel in jewelery. Their belts

are as a rule, | made of silfeR €lothhinlaid with precious stones,
and so are théir bracelets. Finger rings they seldom wear, but red
beads are the delight of all womem in Krimchakdom.

iden.

The women as a rule do their own sginning, weaving and
sewing as well as all the rest of their domestic work, and while
working, and for that matter, even when they do mot work, they
constantly keeg on chewing sakiz, a sort of chewing gum, only it
has not sweet taste to it. Thus the naive Krimchak women, like the
cows_of Basham, chew the cud the whole blessed day to keep their
teeth white and clean.

The Krimchak women possess the most luxuriant hair that
can be found in any place among any race of geople. The secrest of
the beauty, softness, length and duration and preservation of thei®
hair, lies in the use of the so called KILL. "Kill is a sort of «°
natural soap of muddy color found in great abundance ip the mount-
ains in the vicinity of Baktschissarai, (my biythplace? and near
Inkermen. It is a very soft stone which contains a certain amount
of natural oil. It is used by all the Crimeans instead of soag.

It melts like wax when it comes in contact with water, especially
with sea water.

Strange enough the Krimchak women are very fond of smok-
ing, and when a1l the housework is done, mother and daughtes, sit
down in a circle upon the floor and puff the “chubucky & sort of
Turkish smoking pipe with extremely long mouth-piece. The chewi
of sakiz, the smoking of the chubuck an the.drlnklng of black coifee
ere among the principle characterisitc luxuries of tLe typical orien-
te]l 1ife of the Krimchak women. By their habits, manners, looks and
dress, one could never believe himself that_these are daughters of
Judeh, for while the men folks are getting Europeanized a little
the women are still as oriental as ever, They seem to be very sigw
in giving up old traditions, customs, dress, bits, manners and ideas

Bu% for that matter, women have always been more mxximsx conservaiive
thean men. A similar spectacle we witness in America, where the men
immigrants get Americanized soomer than the women, but I donot doubt
that the same -siewmess- given in the American case, may easily be
applied to the Krimchak case, namely, that because the men folks gat
oug into the world, meet the street life, come in contact with exfer-
nal influences outside of home, while the w?nen_folks mostly stay

at home, doing housework, taking care of the children, etc., and
consequently are slow in getting, in the one case, Europeanized, and
in tké other Americanized.

Many of the Krimchek women, like the Karait and Tartar
women, go around open-breasted, i.e. thq§ do not button their waists
or kimonas in the front. This holds good especially with old women,
who wear all sorts of talismggy, charms and red beads about their

necks, displaygd on their bare chests. 49
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Chains and talismans, to keeg away the evil jone,
are worn very extensively not only by the women but the men
folks as well, for the Krimchaks in the Southern papg of Russia
are almost &s superstitious as the Hassidim in NortHgrn-Russia.
When somebody gets sick, they never consult a ph{sic an, but

use herbs, talisman and ablutiois. Thaﬂ often lead the poor
unfortunate patient-down to the river, where they wash his face
znd then escort him, not to his own home, but to the home of
one of his friends, where he spends the first night. In addition
to that, each one takes home & pitcher of river water for a

*Segulah:

In case one takes sick as & result of sudden fright,
he is taken a mile or two outside of the city limits, is laid
upon the ground and & circle is formed around him with & cane
or dry branch. Then seven woolen threads of-different color
zre tied to the nearest tree in the vicinity, also an earthen
pottagd a copper coin is buried on the place where the patient
rested.

In his book "Abne Zikaron", Absham Firkovich, the

famous Karaite leader, relates another instance which will
help to illustrate the superstitious nature of our Krimchak “¥;
bre%hern. He tells that when he entered their synagogue in
Karasubasar, with the permission of the Russian Government,

to excavate the walls of the same to look after old menuscripts,

they were all frightened to death when he declared his mission,

no one of them dared to-come near the”Genizah? because they
Jere afraid of the Herem, that was put in former days upon the
Genizah” So great was their fear and consternation lest they
bring down the wrath_of heaven upon them, that they even scared
the wits out of the Russian policemen who were secured by Fir-
kovich to open the®Genizahy who_refused to obey orders from
their superiors to break the walls, lest they die instantly, as
warned by the Krimechaks. -

The Krimchzk women are royally treated by their husbands

Pefect devotion merks the married life of the Krimechak. A Krimehak
seldom if ever, applies for & divorce. A Krimchek never forsakes
his wife and famigy. ‘A Krimchak is never brought tocourt, char
with abusing his wife, or for that matter, any one else. Loyaltiy
affection and love, are the great home virtues of the Krimchak.
Especially are they perticular with regards to courtesy to old
arents-and grand-parents,wWhom they freat with the greates ten-

erness, highest consideration and deepest sympathy. A Krimchak
will always rise in the presence of an old person, offer his seat
or assistance, always ready to serve the aged and venerable fellow

A strange thing about the Krimchak women is the faci
that they sre as & rule, much taller than the men folks, and by
far pretties than the men, just the reverse of what we find amon
their Karaite neighbors. Among the Karaites, the women are small-
er and uglier than the med. In fact many of the Karaite men are
really handsome, while the women are so ugly. that you could tell

00
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g Karaite woman if she were the only one among a thoysand

other women of other nationalities. The Krimchak ybmen e&re

not so loud in talk as are the Karaite women, who upually walk
the streets in pairs of five or seven and talk so 1§ud that

one can hear them all over town. There are not as y_spinsters
among the Krimchaks, neither. The Krimchaks are very glad to
inter-marry with the Polish and Lithuanian Jews, but the latter
for some reason or other, are not so anxious as they are, to
marry their daughters(to their men.) They rather look down upon
the Krimchaks, and never care to'associate with them, for they
consider them "socila inferiors", as do the German Jews (e the
Russian Jews in America.

I am glad to say that among these simple, God-fearing
¥30ple there are no fallen women, which is I am sorry to say,
he casr in the North., Purity and chastity reign supreme in
Krimchakdom.

o1
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ECONOMIC PHASE OF KRIMCHAK LIFE

NUMBERS.

. It was impossible for me to secure accurafe
statistics regarding the exact mumber of the Krimchaks
in the Crimean Penimsula, on account of the present
Buropian conflict, but approximately, I should say, all
in all they number in the neighborhood of about ten thousand
souls. For the sake of clearness I shall state the approximate
number of the Krimchaks according to cities and localities in
which they live.

Karasubazar 5000 Souls
Feudocia 2000 "
Simferupol 1000 "
Yevpaturia 600 "
Sevestupol 50 "
Kertch 300 *®
Melitupol 3 =
Stara-Krim —- 130 "
Yalta 100 "
Berdiansk 100 ®
Alushta - oo N
Baktschissarai 20 B

Elsewhere about

%

In places where their number is too small to form a
conﬁregatlon of their own, they generally affiliate themselves
with the Russo-Polish communities, but in cities where fheir
number is sufficiently large, they form communities of their
own and build synagogues, according to their own taste, where
they use their peculiar éephardlc usah, and worship according
to their own menner. Thus in Baktschissarai, where I was born
and raised, where their number is limited, not exceeding twenty-
five souls, they belong to our Ashkenazic community, made up of
Lithvanian and Polish Jews, worship in the same synagogue and are
buried in same cemetery. Although I have hoticed many times, in
our synagogue, the Krimchak wors 1Epers. especially the old men
among them, using in addition to the Ashkemazic prayer book, used
in our synagogue, & Sephardic prayer book with Tartar translation.
I also noticed them chanting their prayers %ﬁiet as they do in
their own synagogues. But in Fepdofia and the like where their
number is considerable, they have separate organized commumities,
separate symagogues and separate cematerie%‘

Occupation.

~ The Krimchaks of Karasubazar as well as all the rest of
them in the Crimea, are mostly goor working men who live from the
toil of their hand and the'sweat of their brow. Mamy of them are
wine yakers, some farmers, but the majority are plain cobblers,
tanners,  t ilgrs , cap makers and small merchants. There are no
big capitalisSi among them, but thgre are likewise no destitute

._\
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oor among them. They all mansge to make a living and are
satisfied with very little, They are extremely honest in
their business dealings and never take advantage of/any-
bodi.  High industrial skill they never attained/because
of their lack of modern education and proper indugfrial
training. The Krimchak has none of that ambitious|desire
of meking money that characterizes the Occidental Jews, and
strange enough he is often so indifferent to business chances
that the shrewd Polish and Lithuanian Jewish business man
%ogkshgﬁwn with contempt upon the "ignorant sheep-headed"
rimchak.

Habits.

The reason for this strange indifference to wealth
and material pros er1§y, is undoubtedly to be found in the
simple habits of the Krimchak life, which is a copy of the
life of the Tartar people among whom the Krimchaks, baviegg
been 1171n§ in peace, for many generations and cenfuries.
It is a well established fact, in Jewish history, that the
Jew easily adgpts himself to his environments and that is
esgeciqlly true with regard to the Krimchak who lives, acts,
and thimks almost alike with the Tartar.

Simglicity, plainness and economy, the great out-

standing virtue of the Tartars, are true characteristics of

the Krimchak as well. No costly furniture, no rich decorat-
ions, no Parisian styles, no latest fads. In the_home of

the Krimehak, all the furniture one sees, is one lowe round
table standing in the center of the dining room, no chairs

nor beds are used. All eating and sleeping is done on the
floor, covered with Turkish carpet. Long benches are attached
to the walls around the rooms on which meny bright colored soft

pillows are scattered about.

Organizations.

As we have already seen above, the largest Krimchak
community is_to be found in Karassubazar, and because of its
importance, I am gpingbpo give you & complete description of
the place and its inhabitants.

i Earassubazar is a very ancient city in the hearf of
the Crimean Peninsula, on the river Karasu (Black Water).
This city is situated in a valley, like my own birthplace,
Baktschissarai, surrounded by high mountalns on every side..
Karassubazar in the Crimea, 1s something like Fresno in Cali-
fornia, when it comes to climate. It is the hottest pdace in
the Crimea in the summer, becamse the high mountains that
surround it protect it from the cooling gea breezes, and for
that reason it is an excellent place for vineyards, as is the
. Imperial ¥alley in California.

aesr The houses of Karassubazar are built of clay, like
the/sort) of the Tartar habitants on the Peninsula, lacking o
all tastes of architectural beauty. Like all Orinntal(houses)wf“iM‘
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the walls of the houses are very thick, although the most

of them are but two story(houses)and not only the outep, but .,F7E"
even the inner partitions of the house are*made of walls three

feet deeg. _Every house is enclosed within high walls}, like a
fortified city, and no one can get into the house unl§ss he is

iven permission to enter the arched gete of the cour®\yard first.
%ﬁs windows are very small and are usually barred with iron or
wooden ﬁgatl . Extensive balconies surround the house and flowers
of all kinds (feel the court. Usually a well of spring water is
found in every bakc yard, which is used for drinking and watering
urposes. The gardens and flower beds surrounding the home of a
rimchak or a Tartar are often very beautiful, for the Krimchek,
like the Tartar is very fond of flowers.

Our Krimchak co-religionists in Karrassubazar are well
orgenized into four religions communities, wi th four handsome
synsgogues. These synagogues are very old and the Karait Firkovitch
rade good use of them when he exgayated some of their walls and
discovered most valuable historic documents, which he sold to the
Royel Museum or Ermitazsh in St.Petersburg.

_ Similar orgemized Krimchak communities are to be found in
Stara-Krim in Kerch, Simferupol and Feudocia. In Feudocia the <
Krimchgks have two s ogues, one of which is at least a thousand *
years old, undoubtedly built by the Khazars. HRach community has as
a rule, in addition to the synagogue, a Mikvah, usually adjolining
the synagogue in the same cour yara.as i$ the case in Bachtschissara
Karrassubazar and Feudocia. The Krimchaks have likewise their own

| Shookets Rabbis as well as their own Chevrah Kadishah.

Lkemes.

It mey be of interest to note some of the unusuel nzmes
of the Krimchaks. These names are seldom, if ever, met with among
the Northern Jews of (the Crimea) Many of these names are found
on the grave stones of "Emek Jeoshagha " at Chgfut-Kale and on the
tomb stones of the old cemeteries at Men E- e, Sulachat and .
Karasubazar, But the most of them are s%? 1l/employed by the men
and women of our Krimchak co-religionists of to-day.

flomen's Names. e
Beyzah - Daughter of Bracha

Gioreh - Daughter of Sinan

Surgalin - (Meaning beloved)

Gulph - (Meaning Rose ) d
Eituli - (Mezning Full Hoon)

Guhor -(Meaning Precious Stone)

Tichter - (Mesning Gift)
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Women's Names. .
Biklev - (Meaning Mistress)
Akbichah - (Meaning White Beauty)
Kisigul - (Red Blossom)
Parlok - Arzi - Beina - Khira -
Pursoni - Sharcha - Salten - Arza - Manushab -

Mshallah - Kaliah - Murrat - Eltunkiz - Mushsk -
Kirzah - Duveleth - Rukhameh - Shunuch - Bsltachin -

Seaduth - Archurufla - Pumia - Abigeil - Beichnezh -

Pneirah - Pumula - kudath.

Men's Names.
Babi - Son ofAzerish

“Bniyehn - Son of Issachar

Deniel - Son of Mikdashi
Zsubabel - Son of Jacob
Khukyah - Son of Chanucksh
Hannenieh - Son of Abdiel
Yokbai = Son of Joseph
Joseph - Son of Gibadi
Jacob - Son of Barnizh
Kudeth - Son of Joseph
Simon Tov - Son of Nathan
Azjiz - Son of Ashriel .
Nissim - Son of Sharvit
Allench - Son of Monodh
Kalbe - Son of Elishn

Mira - Son of Zurki
56,
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Men's Nemes.

Mural - Son of Jeohyda

Sava - Son of Buriel

Schen - Son of Kheyi

Schaltiel - Son of Bldsel

Busra - Son of Chaschiel

Tukmish - Son of Bakshi

Bukiran - Son of Isazc

Shekuh - Son of Basuch

Eimi - Son of Elisoph

Khannuckah - Son of Mordechi

lakhmoo - Son of Judah

Hillel - Son of Ephendi

Aaron - Son of Hinthah
Nachmoo - Anat - Achish - Alani - Denielli - Acka -
Ravin - Adem -Berzih - Mishel - Rachmani - Sherbat -
Adoniahu -~ Amrazsi - Alphesi - Kachula - Emmuel - Rikmah

Zadkiel - Zgphaniah - Toshlon - 4iruk - Tavath - Eldad -
Shedna - Abyah - Adoniah - Or - Jehn - Achituv - Shevniah-
leshgeri - Nakshon - Amnon - Salunan.
Similar names are employed by the Jews of*Der-
nent Tashkent, and Turkestan inh the Caucasian region of the
Russian Bmpire, which points to the relationship of all Jews
round about the Shores of the Black Se# coast.

~ More modern names limited to the Krimchaks of
to-day only, are as follows -

Jacob Kalpaktschi - Nissim Mangupalu - Samuel

Sasan - Moses Bentovim - Nissim Kokos - Bechar Patikh -
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Asher Churbaza - Joseph Akhmatshet - Asher Asc irov -
IZliezer Shick - Hyyin Peiastaro - Eliah Zakhzir -
BaPhael Iebak - Ephraim Shor - Joseph Halevi - Aaron
Hokohen - Akibba Mizrakhi - Abraham Ashkenazi - Joseph
Hannukkah - Mordechi Purim - David Pessah

As it can easily be seen, many of these names derive

their origin from localities, like Mangupalu, countlies like
Ashkenazi, history, like Pessah, and objects, like Duveleth,
which throw considerable light upon the history of the Crimean

Jew.,
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POLITICAL ASPECT OF KRILICHAK LIFE -

Politically the Krimchaks are just as bad off as the
rest of the Russian Jewish subjects. Althou%h history con-
clusively proves them to be the earliest setflers on the
Teninsula, yet on account of their adherence to the Jewish
feith, they are debowred from the rights of all the other
Rursian non-Jewish subjects. The Krinchaks bear the yoke of
Russian oppression with great courage and fortitude of spirit.
They do not even complain  normv®vuX ageinst théirbitter lot
in that lend of darkness. That is the characteristic of the
Krimchek, never to complain, but bear the yoke, since their Lord
tes decreed it upon Israel. The Krimchaks,like the Yemenite
Jews, have a great love for Zion, and look fprward to the restor-
ation of the Jewish Kingdom at Jerusalem. They are all Ziomists,
not political Zionists, but old type Zionists who believe in
the miraculous deliverance of Israel through the Messiah,

Originally they were supposed to have possessed equal
rights with all the other natives of the Crimea, but through
the vicious scheme of the native Karaites, they were chezted
out of their birthright, The old Krimchaks relate, that when
the Crimee was conguered by the famous { Katherine, she
grented the Krimchaks a "Schutz Brief, jWst as she did to the
other nationalities on the Peninsula, but in 1836 when Nicholas
l, was expected to visit the Crimea, the Karaites who lost their
"Schutz Brief" came to the Krimcheks and asked them to let them
rave their "Schutz Brief" so that they, that is the Karaites
might request the Czar some special privileges for the Krimcheks,
wiose frineds they suddenly pretended to be. The foolish Krim-
chaks, not Laving suspected the Karaietes evil designs, gave
trem their "Schutz Brief", which the Karaites falsified by in-
serting instead of Krimchakim Yvreyron, which meens to the Krim-
chek Hebrews - Keroimskim Yevreyam, which peans to the Keraite
Jews and they never returned the note back to the Krimchaks.
When BEmperor Nicholas 1l finally visited the Crimea,
the Governor-Generel of Southern Russia, Prinz Michail Woronzav,
undertook to restore and furnish in truely Oriental style, the
old palace of the Khen's at Bachtschissarai, he entrusted the
necessary purchases to the Karaite merclant, Sinah Bobevitch
a man of affairs, who had business relations, in Co:stantlnopie.
Boboviteh went to Constantinople end receivéll durimg an audience
with the Sultan, permission to select what he nesded from the
Sultan's castles and warehouses. On his return to Bachtschiss-
arai, Boboviteh also had charge of furnishing the palace there,
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reuaining even after the Czar had arrived. At that fige

a deputation of the Crimean Rabbinites, i.e. the Krimchigks,
were_also presented to the Czar, and like the other natives

of the Orimea, they submitted their petition to be relea®ed

from military service. The Czar asked the deleéates: "You
believe in the Talmud?" "Yes, your Maiesty, we beleive im it",
t.e Krimchaks replied. "Then you must furnish soldiers," curtly
replied the Czar., "You see, Boboviteh, that you Karaites have
done a_very sensible thing by cutt1n§ loose from the Talmud,
when did this happen?" ~ Thereupon, Bobovitch replied that the
Karaites never haé anything to do_witl the Talwmud, that their
religion was much older than the Jewish religion, that the
Keraites had teken no part in persecuting and executing Jesus
on the cross." _ "Can you prove it?" askeéd the prince, "Certainl
I cen" replied Boboviteh.

When subsequently in &ﬁzg & society for history and
antiques was formed at Odessa, Woronzov remembered Bobovitch's
romise. Bobovitch had in the meentime been elected Chief
Rebbi of the Crimean Karsites, and cormisssioned his tufor,
Firkoviteh, who was known as an inveterab¥e foe of Rabbinisen

to furnish the necessary documents proving the great age of
Yeraism, giving him in addition to traveling expences, a definite
salary while occupied in this research work. He furthermore
procured for Firkovitch, an authorization from the Russian
Government to collect all the necessary records and histerical
documents among the Karaites and the Krimechaks. Armed with

t..e autnority.cFirkovitch, travled throuzh the Crimea and took
avey from the Krimcheks whetever docusents he deemed necessary.
Af ter plundering the Krimehaks, he fabricated manuscriptz an
various epitaphs, tampered with the dates of documents and
interpolated the nemes of Orimesn localities and Karaite person-
ages_in many of them, All this was done in_order to represent
fie Karaites in the Crimea as a highly developed-people, dwell-
irg there since the time cf the Assyrian KlnE. Shalmanesser in
tné seventh century B.C. and to prove that the Rabbinites,i.e.

t e Krimcheks owed &1l their culture to the Kartaites. Extra-
vegent and surprising as these alleged facts seem novadays,

tiey nevertheless found credence at that time "in Russia, espec-
ielly in Governmant circles. They paved the'way for the_ total
emancipation of the Kariateyin Russia, Thus the Krimechaks who
are the real native Crimean Jews, were swindled out of their
rights by that famous, or rather infamous forger, Abralam Fir-
kovitch, with the result that today they are subject to all the
restrictions and .disabilities of the Hussian Jew in general,
The{ caunot deal with certain articles, they cannot be admitted
to the schools above the normsls they canno gttuﬁy any position
in the Government. They cannot be officers in_the army and
navy. They must pay extra taxes and must not live outside of
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the palE of Jewish settlement, not even in Yalto nor
Sevastopol, eicegt by specisl permission. The travel-

or who comes to the city of Sevastogol is usually lead

by the guide to the "Brotsksye Kladbeshtsche", i.e.

the brother's ceuet rﬁ, where thousands of men who fell

in the Crimean War-?l 04-56) have found their eternal

rest. On that famous historical cemetery, there_ is a
separate field se¥ aside for the heroes of Israel who

died in that battle, many of them Krimchaks. Still the

seme people who shed their blood and died for their native
land as herces on the field of battle are denied even the
rizht of residence on the very spot they consecrated with

the atonement of their sscred martyr blood. Such injustice
can only be perpetrated by a government like that of Russia.
Fortunately, the Krimchaks, on account of their_backwardness,
end stagnation in civilization, they do not feel the injustice
end persecution as keenly as the Northern Jews do. The% are
comperatively satisfied with conditions, to an extent, that
the Govemmor of the Tieuridqe, in his report to St.Petersburz,
states that the Xrimcheks are a peaceful, satisfied, indust-
rious, honest and straightiforward people. Here is an actual
case where ignorance is bliss,
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RELIGIOUS ASPECT OF KRIMCHAK LIFE

In The Synagoguse,

The most interesting Ehase of Krimchak life is un-
doubtedly that which deals with their religious customs and
ceremonies, traditions and sugarst1t10ﬂs, oriental practices.
For notwithstanding the fact that they are true Rabbinites in
every respect and loyal sons of Israel and his Torah, neverthe-
less, in many of their customs they differ greatly from the
rest of the Jews of the world. For instance when the Krimchaks
gather to attend services at_the synagogue, they do not enter
he house of worshlg until all the worshippers arrive, when they
enter in a body, and as soon as they enter, they start the ser-
vices at_once. This is done in order to prevent people from
"idle talk" in the "Holy Place™, which is looked upon with the
greatest respect by the Krimchaﬁ. As soon as the tor commences
reading, no one dares to whisper or even to turn around in his
seat, The Cantor stands in the center of the synagogue on a high
platform called Bimah. 8o does the Rabbi of the congregation
occupy & seat on the Bimsh, not in Mizrah, as is the custom_ among
the Polish and Lithuanian Jews. All the prayers are read alter-
nately, sentence after sentence by the Cantor and congre%ation, in
a chanting sing-song manner. Perfect harmony exists in the syna-
gogue between the Cantor and congreﬁation. he greatest respect is
shown to the Rabbi and a spirit of holiness fills the entire house
of worship. And as they enter in a body, so do they also leave
the synagogue in a body. No one is allowed to remsin there to
speak or gossip with his neighbor, so as not to desecrate the
holy sanctum.

g ; A : y
Another interesting synagoﬁao custom, is the manner in
which they sell the portions of the Torah, Ere the Torah is read,
on Saturdays and holidays, the Shamesh, iSexton runs around the
Bimsh in great haste calling out in ve%i oud voice, "Twenty Cents
Maphter, Fifteen Cents, Shishi etc." e auction often continues
from fifteen to thiryt minutes. A Krimchak when called up to the
Torah, often makes such an offer, "Birtauch Eki Immurta", 1.e.
one chicken and two eggs. Strapge enough, this they do not con-
sider idle talk in they synagogue, and they recite the procedure
with great enthusiasm.

Their Rabbi never preaches inthe s gpgu , but in week
days, after Maariv, i.e. evening services , (then) they go to the
homg.g{ the Rabbi and listen to a learned discourse on the Talmud
or Bible., ‘

: In the synagogue the women do not occﬁpy thé same pews
with the men folks, but are seated in a balcony separated by a
wall and lace curtain. Although according to an old manuseript
found in Royal Library in St. Petersbyurg, in the past the men and
women used to sit together in the Krimchak synago e, even attend
funerals together, which is strietly forbidden today.
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On the Holy-Days of New Year and Atonement Day, the Krig€haks

read in addition to the usual Yrayers of the {. many (psalms) POEMS
which they chant in their peculiar Oriental Tartar sin song,

Bven the most serious praﬁer and supplications of the which

are as & rule recited with tears and loud noises and even wailing
by our Orthodox brethern in Northemn Russia, are read with perfect
composure, joy and harmony, as are the poems of the prayer books.
A1l read or rather sing the verses and sentences in perfect umi-
son, following the zan or Cantor carefully, no one raisin§ his
voice above the neighbors or:* "¢ wild shouts of Khasidic religious
enthusiasm as one emcounters in the synagogue of Northern Russia.

On Sabbath Eve.

It is likewise the custom of the Krimchak to go to the
Mikveh, i.e.(that is)bath housem every Friday afternoon and_upon
returning, taste of every dish regared for the Sabbath meal,
"Toameﬁu kkgylm. Zochoo¥ 1.e. all who taste of it anaoy life,"cries
out the Krimchak, when arriving home from the Mikveh, and the
ggod wife comes forth and meets him with the delicacies for the
bbath, which he tastes, blesses and is satisfied.

‘Yes, the Turkish bathouse in general occupies & very
important place in the life of the Krimchak. Men like them as do
the women., It is their greatest pleasure to spend & day in the
bath house, Th?¥ enjoy it as we do grand opera. The men folks
while cooling off, in the fountain hall of the bath house, eagerlyswjoy
drinkg cups of Khaveh, (&) black coffee, and eating fruits. The

leasure With which they do it can not be described wil. With

he women folks, a bath day is a hblidaﬁ. When they go to the
bath house, they take along with them the best things to eat, cakes
and preserves, wine and honey. They also dress in the finest cost-
umes and put on all their jewelery, as though_ they were going to a
ball., The rieh among them, have ewen music playes there for the
enhancement of their great pleasure.

UYrow [When entering the synagogue on Friday eveing, "The Song

of Songs™ is recited by the entire congragation, read alternate
gy ﬁgedgantor and %gngraggtign i% the usual fashion %f %ha Qgien al

gphardic congre on, 8in e verses in‘'a sort of unifo
si%é—son . fn Frideys theoRrimchaks give aims to_Eﬁe 00T and.
provide for their needs, with food(and;coal and coin., The Krimchaks
are a_very charitable and good-hearted people. They are always ready
to help the pper brother who lost his way in life. Periact'harmoni
and b{gtherly sympathy exists between them, in joy amd in sovrow, they
are a one.

The interior of a Krimchak synagogue ¥ the same as that

of a polish or Lithuanian synagogue._ It is ver¥ plain, no pictures
no immages or decorations of any kind. The platform is in the center.
the ark in the Mizrah and all the lonﬁ.benches are facing it. The
Krimchak sina e like the Krimchak home, is very clean and orderly,
not a spec o?osgrt is_to be found in the synagogue, and eveg;hl 18
always in its proper place. A spirit of reverence and worship fills
the Krimchak synagogue. oon s PP ENLANE
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As 1 remerked above, the Krimchaks are very devope;:
to their religion., A Krimchak will mever be_converted tg any
other religion. He will never give up his religion or
outside of his faith. Still the Krimchak is no zealot like the
Polish and Lithuanian Jew, he does not care whether his bkgther
keeps or transgresses the law of Moses. He will never come u
and rebuke the offender of the law and will mever laugh or rid-
icule him, or ﬁersecute him, he just looks on calmly with perfect.
composure on the transgresstons of his neighbor and pities the
poor fellow who does not know any better.
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THE MARRIAGE CEREMONY

Among the most interestin customs of all isolat§d
ancient Jewish sects are undoubtedly their e ement and
marriage ceremonies. The Krimchakslike the P riﬁsh Jews, have
very ancient matrimonial rites, which may interest the modern
geg,_{or which reason I am going to describe some of them in

etail,

The epéagament ceremony is considered by the Krimchak
a strong and valid contract which is not to be easily broken. It

is a serious tie which is net to be lightly annulled. After the
engageuent ceremony, which is the same as that of the Orthodox

Jew. The Bridegroom is sugfosed to call (upon the bride as often

zs possible. He is also obliged to send her at least twenty cents
every Friday, of which she is to dispose of in the following manner -
Ten cents for the bath house expense, six cents for Kenah, a Y&lnt
with which to dye her hair and paint her nails, which is usumally
done at # bath house . She is also to bu¥ Sakiz, a sort of chewing

gun for t same amount and finally for the rest of the four cents,

she is to buy soap and tip the servant in the bath house. In exchange ,
for this high amd expensive courtesy, the bride is to present the
bridegroom with a Yantoch every Sabbath eve, that is a sort of meat

pie for which the bridegroom must pay a few cents to the messenger

boy who brings it to him, even though the boy be rich or Korah.

Some of the Krimehaks marrﬂ very young, often at the
early age of thirteen or fourteen. The majority of them however,
marry only when they feel that they are able to support a family.
Unlike the Polish ng , the Krimchak never forces his daughter 1o
merry against her will or without $hej consent. They leave 1t to
their children to marry whom ever they wish, provided the party 1is
in & position to support & wife and furnish her comforts.

THe marraige ceremony always tekes-place early in the

morning, while it is still dark, tbefore the breaking of dawn, the
sople, (guustss merch on the street with music and dancing o the
grigegrooms' home, whom they take out and escort to the brides' home
in grand procession. But ere they enter the house of the hride, they
leave the bridegroom standing in the center of the yard, and they dan®
and jump wild{y around him in a ercle. Next they enter the bride's
home, “where they tarry an hour or two until the bride completes her
toilette. Part of the bride's toilette consists of painting her fore-
head with white paint and decorating it with black painted drawings
of blossoms and flowers, also of painting hers cheeks with gold

per of different designs. Then they lead the bride to the bride-
goom's home where the rejoicing is continued till¥ daybreak, when

hey are both, i.e. the bride and groom, led to the synago%ga, but
ins¥ead of a canopy &s is the custom afiong us, they use a falith,
instead, which they spread over the heads of the couple and bring
& chicken smuk and & rooster which are held by the best men, and
swung around the heads_of the nm11i1g§ couple (for)seven times. Then
these chickens are killed and the bridegroom is betrothed to his
bride according to the ancient custom of Moses and Israel and the

crowd returns fo the bride's homga
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.~ The Bride is not allowed to leave her house a
through the seven days of rejoicing; and no male is allofed
to_approach her room. The bridegroom is the only one wh@ is
allowed to enter her room and that for the first night only.
A1l through .the seven days of rejoicing, the bride spends in
a_soft and comfortable bed, which’’shelfered by curtains and
sheets so that no man mlght peeg into it, This bridal bed is
%nown %Sdghe "Hupah", & ferm altogether differently applied

y us today.

_ . Another interesting custom among the Krimchaks is

the way in which the bridegroom is lead to the bath house on

the wedding day. It is the duty of the bridegroom to invite
all his bachelor friends to his home, treat them with wing
and cake and then pe (is/ lead by them to the Mikveh or bath house
in tr1um¥hant procession. Upon their arrival at the hath house,
a sort of auction comuences at once, on the honor of undressing
the bridegroom. "I offer alti kupek", i.e. six cents for the
privilege of remOV1n§uthe bridegroom's coat!"- explains one
bidder -"I offer oon kupek, i.e. ten cents_that the coat should
not be removed," cries another. This peculiar auction continues
continues) fox about two or three hours straight, until the poor
fellow is finally undressed in peace. But that is not all, the
poor Hathan is not through’yet, for as soon as he is undressed,
& new offer is made by one of his young friends who gets up and
calls out on top of his voice, "I promise a dollar for the priv-
ilege of washing the bridegroom's head with soap." "And I oiffer
two_dollars that the bridegroom's head be not washed by you,"
follows andther friend, amid shrieks of joy. The same comical
grocadure takes place when the Hathan is ready to dress again.
he bridegroom is often kept for hours in the bath house.

It is likewise customary among the Krimchaks for the
bride to bring all her dresses and jewelery to the bridegroom's
home, where they are hung on all the walls for display, So that
everybody might see their wealth and beauty. This is done a_day
before, or on the day of marriage. All gold and silver jewelery,

particularly the Turkish coins, wathout which no marriage gifts
are complete, are put into a large silver tray.and a jewelery
expert 1s called to announe their worth. After the expert's op-
inion is given, the tray is carried around and the honest opinion
of every one in the house is solicited, to make an estimation on
seme. _ Bvery one is entitled to estimate them according to his
individual éudg:ment. Then the marriage contract is written, and
in thier Kethubeh are mentioned and carefully enumerated all the
articles of goods and property, clothing and iqule , which the
bride had at the time of here marriage, as well s their Brice.
This contract is signed by all the people in the house. Often
times thefe are as many as twenty or twenty five signatures on a
single Kethubah. :
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EDUCATIONAL ASPECT OF KRIMCHAK LIFE

\ Liberel education among the Krimchzks is scarce.
The most.of them do not know more then to speek the Tartar
end read the Hebrew. Western culture has not taken hold, as
yet, of the Krimchaks. The Krimchak knows nothing about the
<reat movements that transpire in our times. He %ives in &
worl? of his own, circumscribed and limited to his daily needs
aud wants. There are no professionzl wen among them, not a
one. They are allplain, common satisfied working men, who
trust in God, and manage to get along without our so-celled
modern culture.

Schools.

Their schools are of very ancient type, modeled after
tne Tertar MEDRASH. The teacher,who has no knowledge of ped-
ogogy, sits in the center of the school room, which is usually
in his own home, &nd the pupils sit in & helf circle around him
on the bere floor, reading, reciting and chanting in one voice,
the prayer book or the bible. So loud is the moise they make,

. thet it reminds one of the“Gemorah"melodies of a Lithusnian Yesh-
ibeh on &(genial) summer night* All the children learm-at school,
is to read Hebrew seamertimgy also ~to translate the Bible, but nothin,
gelse is taught at & Krimehsk school.

: The same general curiculum is followed, the same disorder
end lack of system 1s Erevalllng in the Krimchek school, &s we

find in the average Polish”Heder; No grammer, nor writing, nei ther
Russian nor Tartar are taught. Usualily the children quit school

at the age of thirteen and then thcy are taught & trade, ,There
are n0"311kenEyoung men" among them, &s you find among the Hasidim
in Poland. very Kirmchaek boy knows & trade.

The Krimchak school exists only for the(partizl)education
of the boys, but not for the girls. The girls never go to school
at ell. ¥hey have no trades, but stay home and learn domestic
science... Thus the women are much lower in the scele of education
than the men, They are absolutely ignorant of what is going on in
the world. - They are in the full sense of the term, illiterate.
They eennot even read the Hebrew prayer book. But unlike the Kar-
gite and Terter women, they are not kept like prisoners, lokked up
in their homes, but are allowed to appear on the streets, whenewsr
they feel like it, and that without veils(or)white sheets or covers.
The Krimehek women are very devoted to their husbands &nd are ex-
cellent house keepers. They do fine beaded&work}and knitted work
end are crenks when it comes to neatness and cleznliness. It is
true, they 'B@ve to gossip, but they cannot help that, why, they
ere only women after all.

Of late some of the young men of the weelthier Krimchaks,
commenced to show interst in modern knowledge, but their modern
training does not ﬁo any further than that of reading moddrn Heb-
rew literature and Hussian ngwsPagers. Many of the Krimchak youths
have of late also made some important changes in their outward
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appearnace for the{ are
sfowly abandoning th

et

e nafionzl and native
and costume and are putting

ting to be Eurogeanized. They are
: artar style of dress
on white collars and tailoredysuits

after the latest Parisian style. But not*With the young women,
they do not seem to have the least desire to change and get civ-

ilized,

Great Men.

. From numerous insrciptions found on old Torah“cases

in Karasubasar, from countless epitaphs on ancient monuments

found in the old cemetery at Chufut-Kale and from the many learned
books and parchments found in the Krimchak "Genizah" by Firkovich,
we may securely conclude that, in the past, there must have been

a good many great men among the Krimechaks. True it is, the names
of these great scholars that are known to us, are not always type-
ically Crimena in origin, but what of it, that simgly goes to prove

r+£MR theory, that the Krimchaks are made up of Jewis
many lands. Thus we find the name of a great Rabbi Shabthai Dani-
alo, whichis Italian, on the cemetery of Chufut-Kale dated 900 A.D.

and the name of another
in the "Haznio" dated 1

Karasubagar and Mangup.

e Moses Keke

560,

exiles from

at Rabbi called Moses Ashkenazi, mentioned #
which betrays his German origin. While

in the same "Haznio"-anB ancient Krimehak prayer book, the name of
a Rabbi Chandli is given, which points to its Turkish origin.

Among the formost great men of the Crimean Jews of the
past, the following may be mentioned as they are foumd in docu-
ments, books and on monuments in the cemetery of Bachtschuasai,

Abraham, the Crimean who wrote the book
"Sephath Emeth" 1357.

—— Moses the Exiled, who wrote the book called
"Ozar Nekmod" of Kiev, 1448

Iseac Pamyuto.
Jeremiah Benin ,

Moses Mevorach, author of many poems used
by the Krimchaks to this very day. 1598

sf, 1548 upon whom is was séid -
"From Moses to Moses, there never arose & man
like unto Moses."

David Lachegs

>

1716, who wrote the "Haznio"

He is likewise the author of the book
"Mishkan David".

Abraham Shachi, author of a book called
"Sechel Tov."
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Moses Bachshi - 1724

The biographical meterial on the lives of these
great(ﬁrimchak)lea ers that covers a period of almost nine™-
centuries, is very scant. Their books have either been lost
or destroyed, all we.know about them is their names as we find
them inscribed on monuments that have been unearthed and still
are being discovered on the Crimean Peninsula.

The Krimchaks themselves are unfortunately, a people
who have little use for antiquities and have no conception o
the historical value of data or important ancient manuscripts.
Firkovich for that reason had no difficulty in getting all the
historical material they possessed, but_according to modern
histcrians, he so falsified the material he obtained from the
Krimchaks, in order to prove his own false theories, that it is
a very Ris«ky thing for us to depend upon or draw conclusions
from the material he has to offer on this matter. For that
reason we must limit our research in this field, to the great
men among the Krimchaks who are nearer to our own times, about
whom we kmnoy with certainty of their works, deeds and lives,
which helped to shape, mold and influenece the Krimchak life of
to-day. [Foremost among these men, stands out the great
personality of the n Hayyin Hezekiah Medini, befter known
as "The Hahqwm' Chief Rabbi At Karasubagzar.™

ot
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THE HAHAW
His Life And Works

The Gaon Hayyin Hezekiah Medini, was borm at
Jeruselem in the year 1833 to very pious and noble p.e.rentsj.y,,.}d‘WM
of good old Frankish family, (who were)exiled from Spain, // '
four hundred years ago. His father Rabbi Raphsel Medini,
who_was a §reat talmudic scholar, taught the boy Hebrew,

Bible and talmud, and at a very early age the great genius
of the boy was discovered by his father and teachers. He
showed wonderful power of memory and deep insight into the
teachinﬁs of the ancient Babbis.” So profound was his know-
ledge of the law, that he was granted "Semicha™ i.e. ordination,
at the aie of thirteen. _

lthough young Médini had mewes permission to assume
charge of & congregation as full fledged Rabbi, nevertheless,
he preffered to stag in the "Beth Hamidrash" and study, so as
to add knowledge and to gain more wisdom in the "Law of God".
Unfortunately in 1853, his father died, leaving a large family
without any means of support and this young prodegy was obliged
to listen to the persuasions of his friends, the great Palesfin-
ian Rabbis, who urged him to leave the"halls of the Torah? and
enter the actual pracitical ministry. In the same year, at the
age of twenty, Hayﬁin Hezikiah Medini, accepted a call and be-
came Rabbi of the Frankish Congregation at Constantinopie.

Here in Constantinople he made a great many friends, for
everybody admired his beautiful character, He also securdd many
students who remained his life long friends, who looked up to
him and honored him as a "Man of God". For from his very youth,
the Haham was not only brilliant in letters, but in character as
well. He was true to the cesee, unselfish, unassuming, plein
and meek;good and kind to all. The nobility of his soul attracted
2ll people to him, like a magnet,and his kingly appearnace made
Jew as well as Gentile respect him.

S0 rapid did his fame grow and so fragrant his good name
- that after serving Constantinople Communit r a term of thir-
teen years in the cagaclgy of & "Dayon", i.e. as member of a
Rabbinical Court Of Justice, he received and accepted a call from
the largest Krimechak Community in the Crimeam Russia, namely that
of Karasubazar.

Karasubazar, as 1 already stated in a previous chapter,
ontains the largest number of Krimchaks in the world. There are
ully eight hundred Krimchake families in it, but almost ell of
them are uneducated, almost ignorant, tartart-like Jewish people.

When Rabbi Medini arrived to ?ake charge of his pew commungty, he
was greatly alarmed at the terrible conditions pfevailing among
them, He never saw such a congregation before; Jewd who know
no Judaism, Jews who §row ume1thout the least knowledge of the
Bible and especially The Talmud. Jews who do not study the law.
He took pity on them, for they were willing to learm, and he
settled down to the task of edutatiing and elevating these poor
simple hearted good peopls,
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4
feeling that this was a chance, &n opportunity to save a whfle
community- in Israel from reli%ious degeneracy and perhaps from
an'ultimate religious {destruction.) ILike a true Pastor, hel at
once,commenced the work of “feeding the hungry sheep, by estgb-
lishing a "Jeshibah" or Hebrew Academy, under his personal sup-
ervision and direction, where hundreds of Krimchak young men iser)
received instructions in Biblicel and Talmudical 4kesss. He S¢8J¥(
himself delivered the lectures and conducted classes for more
than thiryt-three ¥§ars, with _the result that to-day the Krim-
chaks,and not the Polish and Lithuanian Jews in the Crimea, are
the most learned in the laww, and met most proficient in Judaism.,
He practically transformed tﬁe B of the Krimchak Community, LIFE
raising it to a level that it has never reached before. To-day
one finds great Talmudic scholars among them, men of profound
learning and piety and all of them wi thout exception, are the
students that he raised in less than half a century. His influence
on the Krimchaks has undoubtedly been the greatestin their his-
tory, for he not only taught them the law and educated them in
Hebrew, but he also organized them into a solid body and
demented them into a concrete unit, as they have never been before.
He did away with 'a great many of their superstitions and pointed
out 2 new way for them to walk, in, the way 6f the Torah.

L s He, too_more than any other man, was instrumental in
bringing,before the public eye, and was the first to present them

to the great Jewish world, through his numerous books, in a new
light, iIn the true light as " good, dear and holy people." -

Thé Krimcheks were little known ere the Haham came to dwell in

their midst and even to those few to whom they were kmown, the{

were known as an ignorant, wild and degraded sect or tribe whith whom
no one cared to associate. The Hahem was the first to discover the
nobility of their souls and the beauty of their naive fagith in God.
He loved them and locked ugop them as his children, and with a
father's care he trained, fostered and sheltered them from all

evil. He never missed an opportunity from dispellin%.the th of
obscurity that h over them all those centuries up to the time

of his arrival as leader among them., He certainly was a leader,

% true s %rltu§1 guide who reclaimed a whole isolated family to the
ouse of Israel.

" The respect and love that existed between the Hahem and
his flock can only be described Eg the love and devotion existing
between fhe'wonder_ﬁabbl", ?Tha dik) and his followers, (The,
Hassidim), The Krimchaks looked upon him as & God. They actually
worshipped the ground he walked(ugoen. On every imgortan matter

the Ha was consulted and his advise was_invariably téaken. A
Krimchak never brought suit against his fellow Jew,in any but the
court of justice of his Haham. The Haham's decisifn was'always
final and always obeyed. No Krimchak# would dare to violate or even
contradict the Haham's commands.

The Haham's influence extended not only over the Krim-

cheks at Karassubazar, but all over the Crimean Peninsula, and
not only over Krimchaks along, but over all Polish and 1ithuanien
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Jewish communities in the Crimea. All Rabbis and Shochtim
referred to him for advise, instruction and guidance in thyr
too difficult to be decided by themselves. X1l over the (rimea,
gven the little children kmew who the Haham was. He waglypalled
Haham becauséfthe first initials of his name which equal” Hghamy
name}y,ﬂﬁyy;n Hézekish Médini. He reminded one of the days of
the Judges in-Israel, for he actually judged Crimeen Israel for
thiryt-three years, and“his Isreel lived in peace in the
Crimea. So great was the trust and confidence of the people in
him, that they would always abide by his decision. He settled
meny quarrels in diff¥ ¢ommunities and restored peace and
harmony in meny & house_in Israel. In fact, his counsel was
sought even ?y leadlnE.Babbis from all parts of the new and the
old worldt For the thirty-three years he spent in Karassubezer,
he never wasted & single minute, but_he worked day and night, for
the sake of his people,and it is really remarkable what a great
man of his type,can do, for inspite of the fact that he is the
most prolific writer of’Teshuboth®of our day, #e found time,in
addition, to writing numerous books, alos_to attend to a thousand
and one things, which no ordinary man could possibly do. For
instance, to csre for the widow the orphan, the poor, the shnorrers,
to_reply to thousands of “Shaaloth] i.e. Rabbinical inquiries, not
only those ef his immediate cormunity, byt from all over the world.
He was often asked by ggogle to pray for their sick or entrusted
is

with sums of money _to ribute amon .poor. cially,.was he
constantly occu f%d with giving out ¢ r%q%iga%es 6§§%%n&c %ﬁr
and"Kabalah” to Rabbis and Schochtim from all over craatﬁon. Every
author of some new book wes sure to come to him fo ask 2im-for
his”Haskemah”and the good heerted man who could not refuse anybody,

thus worked ceaselssly and untiringly to the very day he left
Russia.

The loveableness of the Gaon's character is hard to
descibe. Such types as _he rgEresents are very scarcde,indeed,in
our days. He was a real”Zadik; & man who lived a life of sacrifice,

viee a life of (eienee)l a life of usefulness. All his interest in the

Torah”and in his Eeople. Israel, was of the disinterested kind,~
‘Lishmoh” He hated money. He hated honor. He gespis d evil. His
monthly salery amounted only to Forty Rubels, ($20.00) and out

of that amount he gave about half to the poor. He never would
accept a gift or present, not even at his daughter's wedding. He
refused to retain a(promised)gain from the publication of his own
books. On the contrary he made weekly contributions out_of his
own pocket to the publication fund of his books. He would ¥:efar
sending his books to poor but learned people, almost free o

charge, rather than to rich, who cemspay he price, but who coMtP
not meke use of them, He used to say, " I want books to be
read, not merely sold." He had the greatestrespegt for the humble
laboring man and all his three daughters married ®laboring men.

One married a cobbler, the other a tanner and the third a cag-
meker. The fromer two are still living in Karassubazar and the
lest one is residing in Pheodicia. But the Haham's sons-in-law

in addition to being bréad earners, ere likewise great scholars,
hlg own pupils, whom he reared end Brep his Yeshibah Am Kara-
subazar,
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The Haham left no sons, = His only son, who was a
very promising, brilliant boy, died at a very early age, which
made the Hzham very sad, but he accepted it submissively from
the hand of God, since .that was His will. But _in order to pe
setuate his name, which¥a great Mizveh", he undertook the pu
Eication of that gigantic work known as the "Sede Hemed". " He
likewise donated many books to Yeshiboths, bearing his name and
eve every cent he had to"Zedakah,"for .the same reason, in order
Yo redeem his soul from that freat punishment of dying without
leaving a son to perpetuate his neme, which he naively believed
was on account of his sinms,

The Hahem heted honor. He mever cared for publicity.
e refused ,sgain and again,_ to accept calls from meny large com-
mumnities who offered him 2 larger salary. He felt he could
cerve fhe Krimcheks best. He imew they needed him most. He
cared for the service he could render, not for the pay and honor
which he desp ised. He understood that by his education, his
sympethies, his Oriental ways and manners bﬁ his Sephardic and
Palestinien origin, that by these unique ai d peculiar character-
istics, he was especially fitted for the Krimchak¢ cormunity,
whom he actually did resurrect to life again, after centuries of
obscurity, ignorance and illiteracy. le always avoided notoriet
znd when he published his famous book on Talmudic studies, calle
"Or-Li", he Tailed to affix his nsme to it. In vain wes he assieldl
Ly the Rabbis of Poland and Lithuania for ae{$ having published
tie "Sedeh Hemed" withont their "Haskomoth", for it was not ouf of
arrogence and independence on his side, but %gite the contrary, he
wented to avoid Eu lishing on his books_the titles and honorary
acmes which the Hoskomah grenters usuzlly aseribe to an author of
his rank.
The Haham was the most highly ethical man I Xmow of.

de wes ethics personified. He‘ran away”from honor, He loved the
good, the right, the true and had a supreme passion for justice.
Se loved peace and pursued it. Bspecially was he considerate about
tie feslings of others. He never commended, but persuaded in the
most pleasant terms of the true peace meker and as a rule, peoplé
wore moved by his words of wisdom-and followed his advise and
instructions. So great was the power of his angelic personality,
tuag(some)people would not dare to deviate from the course, and
. advise hLsg urﬁed them to follow, lest the wrgth of heaven descend
upon them. He wes obeyed through love and’feer as the ancient
"lan of God" in Isreal. He was & meny-sided men, his piety did
not interefere with his deep sympathies, for everything Jewish.
ie _gladly joined all movements that tended toward the uplift end.
indépendence of his beloved peogle. He was truely proud of his
race. He was one of the first "Hovave Zion" and even favored the
modern Zionistic movement. He bought Shekalim and donsted muah
uoney toward the national fund, In short, everything Jewish’ was
of the greates concern to him, 'be it of whatever cha cter, it
mey, he was alwaﬁs ready to support and encourage movements that
tended towards the betterment and upliftement of His holy people.
For thet.reason the Haham is one of the few men in IsraeMto-day
who is honored and loved=by==ll Jews the world over,

\
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The Heham commended the respect not only of his co-

religionist, but strangely enough, of people outside of his faith

cs well. The Turks in Palestine, the Tartars in the Crimea consids

ered him a "Holy Man" whom they greatly respected. For not only

his inner cheracter, the beauty of his soul, but his outer appea

ence as well, greatly impressed people of all nationalities, Coumand-

ing the respect and admiration of this_saintly men. His wonderful

cz1lm. pale, wise good counténacne, his long gray beard, his Turkish

turban_and medievel gebardine added to the kingly dignity of his

general behavior - impelled all mgn to respect, revere and honor
~Ris mejestic personality. BEven the Russian Governmental Authorities

held him in high esteem, and when the Royal Order wes issued in

1586 to deport all foreigners out of Russia, he was allowed to re-

main, through the intervention of §overnors, professors throughout

tie land of the Czar, in his behalf. '

His passionate love for the Holy Iend equaled onlg that
of Jehudah Halevi. He donsidered himself in exile all the thirty-
three years he spent in Karasubezar smong the Krimchaks, and in all
of his books published in Russia, he expressed in the warmest terms
his deep desire aud great 1on01nE for his deer Fatherl&nd. In his
vreface to the fifth volume of the "Sedeh Hemed" he writes some

very inspiring worls concerning Jeruszlem. He even wrote & number
of poems thzt are full of yearming, hope and love for Jerusalem.

The reasons for his louging for a return to Palestine are menifold.
First, Pzlestine wes his birthplace, it was the cradle of his nztion
the center of the universe, the place where the "Schechinah" dwells.
Second, because there hie hoped 10 come in contact with great scholars
®f his liking, there he could sit and study the"Torah" and write
his great works, in peace. For in Karasubazar, he was too much occu
pied with communal affairs connected with his office, so that he -
could neither study nor write as much as he wanted. In Palestine,
18 ex%ected to retire from his active ministery and devote &ll his
time to study and Talmudic research.

_ At last in 1889, his heart's desire was fulfilled, and
he returned,to Jerusalem. The Krimchaks tried their very best to
xsep him, at least persuade him to stay a few more ﬁears with them,
but without avail.” He was determined to leave the Urimea, although
not without a sense of deep regret, because he was very much
gttached to his community, who saw in his departure, the loss of a
sreat leader, the egual of whom they never had and perhaﬁs shall
never have again. e feeling of regret end sorrow of his depart-
ure, was therfore mutual. I am sure, no Jewish leader was ever
given & warmer send-off than the Hahem in 1889, Men, women and
children merched after him qun leaving the city of Karasubazar,
with sad drooping heads and gloomy faces, as_themgh the father of
the community was leaving them orphaned, without any ong}to helg
them in their difficulties and comfort them in their sofrows.' Peopl
from 211 parts of the Crimea turned out in large numbers to meet
him et the station as he pessed by and thousands went as

77




-OHIO PATTERN WORKS; Cincinnati, Ohio, Continuation Sheet

far as Sebastopel to see him for the last time, whence he
sailed on steamer to Constantinople. father who_was one
of his great-admirers and who too went to Sebastopel to bid

%;m gg -bye, told me he never saw & more touching scene in
is life .

Works of The Haham.

The Haham is without question the most prolific writ-
er of Halachic works of our age. He wrote more than twenty vol-
umes of remarkable Babbinic s%gdies, which place him in & gl&ss
by himself and merk him as the most profound scholar in Rabbinic
law of our times.  In them he exhibits & most wonderful memory, t&
the keenest perception and deepest insight into the works and
thoughts of the ancient Rabbis of the Talmud., It mey be said
that he caught the spirit of the Telmud as no one else has done
since the day of Moses Maimonides. In fact, he resembles Maimon-

, ides in many ways, in style, in ease, in memory, in system and
in order, and just as we stand in awe, and wonder how one man
could §0331b1y have systemized the "Halacha" in such clear, easy
logical and convenient fashion out of that awful Talmudic cheos -
19%0 a gigantic work like that of the "Yad-Hachazakah", so do we
likewise stand in awe and wonder, when we consider the greatness
of the almost impossible creation of the Haham's stupendous lit-
grany gork of the gSedeh Hemed" - and gncyclopgditc co%&ec%ion of
aws, decisions and responsa arran in_a perfgct a etic order
covering almost everyamgmuu qqutigg of lifg. treateﬁphagact?caiiy
by the Former and latter EBEbiS'thlSﬁ?er day. Such an undertaking
would be considered remarksble enough had it been the accomplish-
gent of & whole committee of editors consisting of a number of the
most learned scholars, especially so when it is the result of just
one man's brain® a men who, in addition to book writing, has had a
thousand and one other things to attend to,as communal leader, g%
Rabbi offlarge congregations, as lsader of his generation the
world over. But it is an old story, what we ordinary men can not
possibly even conceive of being accomplished, the gemius does
accomplish and does it well, too. Herein the greatness of our
~reat lies. Our Gaon Hayyim Hezekiah Medini has proved it to be

rue. He made the seemingly impossible, possible,and created a

work which will remain & monument of glory for all ages to coums,
.even as is the work callpMishneh Torah“by the Rambama,

Still he was so meek and so humble that he would never
admit that he hed done enything so wonderful, and he often ingisted
that his friends cease praising his works, since theﬁ contain _
nothing profound, scholarly nor enything original. For unlike the
medieval sﬁyle Babonim, he" refrained from“pilpuland Telmudic spec-
ulation. His mind was too logical, too straight to the point, I
imagine, to follow thair mefhods of Talmudic stud{. ﬁgs system
wes almost scientific, clear,orderly, direct and to tle poimt. He
iid not believe in”innovations? end did not depend on his own
learning and scholarship, he always leaned upon the ancients and
decided cases of right and wrong according to their ideas and
decicsions in the gast. He was neither a'llekilgmtllahkmir he did
not dare to take the law in his own hands, but faithfully followed

L
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tne Rambatst end the Gaonim of all ages past.

L]

. The Hsham published his first book call Miktgb- i,
Le-Hezekizh; Smyrne in 1865. This book containgd his first | , ¥
Telmudic studies and responsa. Commentin Vﬁgmihis.prima ”
literary work of the Haham, the Gaon Béza% ohan of Vilns,
seid "IT I had not been aware of the fact that the author of
this bock is living with us to-day, I would be apt to ascribe
it to one of the'Rishonim?

P g In 1874 he edited his second book at oMy, called
<"0r-Li% On this book, which treats similar subjects es the
first, the author failed to write his name, but through his
dedicatory blessing to his new Karasubazer congregation, who
helped him greatly in his Eubllcation, we recognize its author,
aud love him the more for his unassuming personality.

"Pakuoth Sadeh" is_the neme of his_third book of stud-
ies in Talmudic Judeism, published at Jerusalem in 1900, but the
crendest of his works, the most tremendous task and accomplishment
of his noble life, is reached in the publication of the eighteen
volumes of the "Sedsh Hemed", Warsew 1890-1911. Thirteen out of
these eizhteen volumes were published by the Haham during his
life time, while the remeining ‘five volumes were edited Dy his
faithful and devoted desciples, the brothers Moses and Mayer,
Pesah and Abreham Ashkenazi.

In volume fourteen, the publisher Joseph Zevi lLev,

rints the will of the Hahem, written thirfy-four yéars prior to

is death. In it the Hazhem makes some very interesting statema ts,
but on account of the unusual len%th of his will, I shall be obliged
to limit myself just to those parts which are most essential to my
Eresent task. or instance, he asks in his will, that his body

e washed inside the house, not outside in the ﬁard, as is the cust-
om among the Krimchaks, He also requests that his death notice in
the papers throughout the world, be brief, just stating "That the
Hehem, the author of the "Sedeh Hemed%.,of Kalo Vide had passed away,
on such and such a day and his greatest wish, was that his friends
upon hearing of his departure, study one chapter in the "Sedeh Hemed"
for the benefit of his soul." .

. He furthermore requests that no_eulogies be made after
his deeth and no preachers invited to publicly lement the loss and
gyalse the 1ife work of the decessed. Om his tombstone, he requests
hat just the following be written, without the addition of anﬁ‘ )
titles whatsoever, "This is the monument of Hayyin Hezekiah Mediai,
son of Kelo Vida, (his mother's neme) who died on such and such a
dey, may h¢s soul rest in peace, and blessed be he gho will' study
a chggter of Mishnah or read a_psalm for the benefil of his soul."
He likewise mentions in his will that no one be smoking in the room
where he gives up his ghost for seven deys afferhis death. That
many books be placed on the table in tha mﬁoom so that anyone who
wishes to study for the peace of his soul do so.
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He even mentions in his will how much the funersl director

be peid for their work and,stranggaenough he requests t

his fine Sabbath clothes bé sent back to Karasubazar to tIf
brothers Pesah and sold thers, because in Palestine they

would not be sold for as‘food a price. He furthermore advIses
that each one.of his pupils buy & ¥1ece of his clothing, remark-
ing "That they need mot fear lest they contract a disease through
them because I never had a contagious disease in my life, but in
%gseTI %oq}ract one, in time, ere I die, let them sell them to-
he Turks.

After giving a long list of borrowed books he asked to

be returned and enumerating the names of many Jesiboths to which
ne beﬂuests his own books, he speaks about his life work, the
"Sedeh Hemed" saying, thet in case he dies ere hLe completes the
great task, that his beloved disciples Mayer and Moses, Peseh, and
Zbraham Ashkenzzi be entrusted to complete and edit his works, but
on condition that they do neither add nor subtract from what he
wrote on the subjects treated in the "Sedeh Hemed." These true
disciples toiled untiringly day end night, in the work of arr ang-
ing end copying the works of the Haham, which were oriﬁinally
written in the Frankish script, used by the Haham until the
finelly completed all the editions of he Seden Hémed", that is

to say, from the letter Mem, where the Hzham left off, to the

lest letter of tle alphabet. But had it not been for the personal
devotion of the publishef, Joseph Zevi Lev, to the Haham and his
admiretion for the great Geon_of Karasubazar, the "Sedeh Hemed"
would never perhapsrbeen completely edited and published as we’wAvE
now see it. lr. Lev is one of those typical Jewish publishers

who ere just as much interested in the contents of the books they

ublish as they are in the mechanical and profitable gart of the

usiness. Joseph Lev is himself a great scholar and the son of

en old family of scholars. He is also & very pious and God fear-
ing Jew. His interest_inthe Hzham's work was intense becau se he
appreciated the great 1earnin§_af4tne_Haham, end learned™love

nim through his business dealings which were so supremely homest-
1y conducted. Mr, Lev saﬁg,agaln and in,thet the motive that
Erompted him to edit 211 the Haham's w rks was purely out of (the)

ove for the Haham and the honor of having his name associated
with the Hezham's great personality. He confesses that there was
no money ih it and that the work was hard, but he is glad he did
it just the same. _ Such publishers deserve a separate place 1n our
litérature and 1 always wish e Jews had given our great publishers
the place they occup% in the gentile literature. There is much more
to be said on the subject, but I fear I seid already too much as 1t
is. I shall add just this, the story goes, that on the second night
after the Haham's death, some musslemgn stole in Eggtlg into the
cenetery where he was buried and attempted to dighis edy out of
the grave and carry him to their cemetery, but their scheme was
luckily discovered in time and & guard was placed on the Jewish
cemetery to guard the remeins of the Heham.
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Beilin - Koe-Chto O'Ziminskich Subbotnikach
Pereyshitoye, 1913

Kolostvov - Iildeystvhyuschie V'Russkom Sectaustve,
Peresshitoye, 1911 o

HarE’%i - Altjudische Denkmdler Aus Der Krim,
23 St.Petersburg, 1876

Silveruin - Hamegid V. mo“l.}ék 1876

o 16846&
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