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P R E FAC E 

Thi s l ittle thesis is an at tempt to present the 

life and origi n of t he Krimcllaks i n the Crimeo. At pre:;ent 

t here are in the Crimea , tl1r ee sepa ra t e and distinc t sects , 

or rather grouµs of Jews - Karaits ,- Polisb-Lithuuniun Jews 

and Krimchaks . The Karai t es formerl y ]mown t:1s Ananitea , 011 
-r-

account of the founder of their sect, uamed Al1an , are firm 

believers in pure hlosaism tt nd do not consider the Tul.JUUd 

as authorative. They cla im tha t they resided in Lhe Orimat.s 

for two t housand years. which i s however, not in ttgt aement , 
with t he fact t hat this sect was only es tabl i shed t:. t t he 

end of t he eigth cent ury . They enjoy all right s in 00111rnon 

with all the rest of t he "real" Russihl1 subjects of the 

Czar, e.nd do not suffer t he disabilities of t he "r e&l "Jews . 

The Polish-Li t huanian Jews are of r ece11 t da t e in 

.... 

t he Crimea, as t he name indica tGS, t hey liave come he re f row 

t he Nort h, since the conques t of t he Peninsula by tho Busoiun 

~ ueen Katherine .ll..a.. in 1783. They ba.ve brol.:_gb t wi tL them 

t heir habi t s, manners and i ns t i t i ons, with which we ar e will 

fami1ar , which a re not acy di i feren t f ~om those of t he Jews 

in Poland and Lithuania . 

The Krimchaks however. t he nat ive Crimean Rabbinites 

are the ones who concern us \he most and to them this little 

essay is primeu.!ly devoted. I thitl it i s safe to a&y that 

perhaps~ no. other group of t he many isoh..ted Jewish sects in 
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the world bas been more woefully ne 

writers and historians , than t his h 

our 

e group of 

Krimcbaks in the Crimea . No wonder nobody seems to 

know anything about them. The average informed 

Israelite who knows some thing about the Falas~Jews , 

the Mountain J ews , the Yemt nite , Ka-raite and Subbet 

nik Jews , knows absolutely nothing about the K.rimchaks. 

~Tic.£. The Kri mchaks are well worth the knowing. They are the -most ancient Rabbintes on the Peninsula. They number 

upwards of ten thousand souls . They live wi th us t o- day. 

having flourishing communities, beautiful synagogues ~nd 

most interesting social ins titutions . Thev also possess 

wonderful historic treasures i n their ancient synagogues 

and cemeteries scat t ered throughout the Cr imean Peninsula . 

They are a most ineresting group of Hebrews , fully deserv

ing of our earnest attenti on and most careful study and 

considere tion , because i n their mode of life , these Jews 

resemble their Tar tar neighbor s more so than t hey do 

their fell ow Jews of t he North . For the Krimcbaks not 

only speak Tartar, but eat , drink, dress and live like 

Tartar s in every respect, except i n their faith, which i s 

strictly Jewish. They are part icularly interesting be

cause in no other Jew do we find the Semi tic and Mongolian 

elemen t so intimately blende'cl. , as \fe do in the Krimchaki . 

In fact so close is the 1·esemblsnce bet ween t he native 
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Crimean Tartar and this native Crimean Je ,. that. you 

can hardly tell them apart . The only thin that distin

guishes the Kri.mchak from the Tartar i s t he fact that 

the Krimcbak does not shave his head li~e the Tartar, also 

his bai-r . is not as dark as the Tartar ' s, for strange as 

it may seem, th:Krimchak ' s hair is of Reddish- Golden 

1 (tr~i.r-1t"T h . h · . S ·t· T .b CO or, a rs1 ) W lC lS uncommon among tue em1 lC r1 es . 

The Krimcbak women, however have retained more tenaciously 

the characteristic Jewish type . The.Y are pretty a.id have 

delicate complexions a 1.d bright black eyes . It i s t his 

latter fact of the peculiar physiognomical and a• thropel , · 

ogical characteristics of the Krimchaks coupled with the 

evidences of many other historical facts, that lead me to 

the conclusi on tha t t ne ori gl n of the Krimchaks in the 

Crimea, is undoubtedly to be found in the Cbazars , and 1s 

to be traced to the period of the r isfand fall of the 

ki ngdom of theit Mongolian converts to t he Jewish faith, 

(800- 1000 ) . Of course, by that l do no t mean to say that 

t here is no Jewish blood in t hem. 
~ 

The Kriimchaks have alV{B-ys interest me . From 

my very childhood , I loved to watch them in shop and in 

t he synagogue. because they looked so different from the 

other Jews I knew. Their pi cturesque attire at t rac ted 

my attention , especially the womeft ' s ~rdrobe, which always 

sparkled with that peduliar Oriental cbarm a nd beauty . I 
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could not believe myself that the 

were really Jews . They have 

I ~ 

Tartar- looking people 

he object of my 

curious observation for many years, for I was born, raised 

and lived among them in the Crimea up to t he time I left 

Russia in 1906. I since r ead al l there was to be had . of 

interest a.bout t hem in books, magazin6 articles ~1!d stor i es 

and when I entered tl.B Hebrew nion Q._ol lege in 1911- 1912, 

I bad my mind already t Len, made up to ~~e t hem t i.le tl1eme 

of my graduation thesis for t he Rab1: inical Degree. Nty 

-~ joy was extrer_ely great , W!1en last May, arrivin~ ~t my 

Junior Year et College , and submitting t nis subject "The 

Kri::nc!.aks" to t he fecul ty, t l.e plan was approved. I at 

once set down to t !.e task of getting additi onal material , 

in order to ma._e this thesis, as good a piece of work as 

possible . The sources bein.., .. ,eager on this side of t he 

ocean, I was obliged to send for imfonnation across t l1e 

seas , but on account of t ne preser~t world confli«t, I 

flatly· fai led in 1~1y eef orts to secure a id f rom Europe , and 

as a consequence I was naturally compelled to limit myself 

to tLe material available here i n America , a.ncl to personal 

observations, which still l inger in my memory of days gone 

by. My present treatise on the subject is therefore by 

... 

no means comple te . Neither complete nor perfect . Further

more , ! claim no grea t amount of ori5in2lity on t he Subject. 

nor do I consider it a master-piece in English. 
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It is just an ·attempt made and an (fort exerted by one 

who is well aware of the fac t that he is al together too 

i mmature to handle successfully an import2.nt histori c 

subject of t his nc.ture, too young and inexperienced in 

t ~Je tongue of the new world to meke it at least pleasant 

readi ng matter • . I just tried my utmost to present t he 

subject t be best I know how, under t!le circumstances, 

with t he hope of enlargi nc upon it in the f uture, and 

I sincerely trus t t hat t1.e worc1s of mouth a11c' t.:he med

itations of my heart will accordi ngly be acceptaole i n 

the sig:.t of my teaci1ers , t he great leaders in Isreal, ,,_. 

who have been my guides and my l i ght s in t he righteous .... 

paths of t lie "Torah" for t 2e l ast five years of my resi

dence at t he Hebrew Union College . 
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THE ORIGIN OF THE .KRIMCHA.K.S 

IN THE CRIMEA . 

A. The Earlies t Settlement of Jews in the Crimea . 

Jews settled in t he Crimea a t a very ear ly date . 

According to t t e tes timony of tomb- stones found in the 

vicinity of Kerch, bearing narre s s.nd decorated \\i t h the 

seven branched "Menorar.._11
, Jews existed on that Peninsula 

as early as J..57 B. C. The Greek inscription on a marble 

slab une~rthed in the Crimea and preserved in t he Imperial 

Hermitage in St .Petersburg, dating back to 80 B. C makes it 
, 

certain that they flourished there before t he destruct i on 

of t he temple . While from similar inscriptions on grave 

stones found on the old cemeteries in Chufut- Kale, Mangup

Kale, Kaffa, and Tepe- Kennan and Stara- Krim we learn that 

organi zed Jewish communities and synagogues existed in t he 

Crimea at t he time t he Greeks ruled the peninsula , between , 

480 - 4'7 B.C. Jerome in his comr.ientary on Oba.liah, (Verse 

20 ) repor ts on the authori ty of his Jewish teacher Hanqp.ia , 

t ha t according to a tradition prevalent among the Jews , 

the Assyrians and .Babylonians conveyed their Jewish captives 

to t he coasts of t he Black Sea. These early Crimean Jewish 

settl~r s were Greeks in language, customs and social life,~ 

enjoyed equal rights wi th their fel l ow citizens,-The Greeks, 

Up to the conquest of the peninsul a by t be Romans in 47 B. C. 

11 
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But t he period of the Roman domination wa(brief, for 

about t he mi ddle of the first cen t ury, thlAl@es seized 

t he country. In the second century the Al•nes were dis

placed by the Goths, and the Goths were, in turn ,displaced 

by the Huns i n the fourth century, the Jews sufferi~g 

greatly f rom t ~e successive i nvasions of the barbarous 

hor des of antiqui ty, until the beginning of the seventh 

centur y , when t he Crimean Peninsula was overrun by the 

C~zar s, a Turkish tribe which occupied the Northern 

Shores of the Caspian Sea and named t he Crimea , Chazaria . 

The Chazars rule came to and end however, i n 1016, when, · 

they were di splaced b r a combined effor t of t ue Russians, 

an t he Bysantines. For the next century and a half , the 

Penins~ was occupied by the Petcheneyes, who were replaced 

by the Ki pchaks, both of whom were wild tribes of Tur kish 

Stock. The Kipchaks however , were very good masters and 

behaved generally with tolerance to the subjected peoples, 

and under t hem the Jews of the Crimea , enjoyed equal rights 

with t he other i nhabitants . A change however t ook place in 

1258, when Berke, their third ro.ler and his followers em

braced the I slam when the relat ions between the newly con

verted Mohammedans and the Jews became strained. In 131.5 

the Genoeze t ribes established their reign in the Crimea, 

which l asted until 1475, when M•mmed t'he 11 came and con

quered and enslaved t hem together with t he rest of the Christ

ians on the Peninsul a . Ma. ny Jews l ived under t he Genoeze 

reg ime and in the Ta.man reigned, at that time,the descendant s 
12 
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of the Genoeze Jew, Simeon de Guizolfi . lr.n the consti tu

tion of the Genoeze colonies on the Black\,ea, issued 1449 

t he Bishops -of Kaffa are directed not to oppress the Jews 

living there. John Schultberger who traveled in Europe 

in 1394, states i n his description of Kaffa that there 

were two Jewish sects there in exis tence, i . e . Karaite 

and P.a.bbinite, witu two separate Jewi sL synagogues . An

other travel er by the name of Martin Bronievski, who visited 

the Crimea in 1578, says in his "Tartaric Descriptio11
, that -

the inhabitants of Kaf fa, Turks , Egypt ians and Jews , cultivated 

beautif1:l ge.rdens arolllld the city and that t h.., Khan colJ.ected 

annual tribute from t oe Jews . TLe dominician John de lacie ---1625, states likewise ttat in his time K.affa was mostly settled 

by Jews. Inscript ions bearing t he dates 909 and 1018 and 

1309 have been discovered in t 11e old Krimchak synagogue, whicu 

poi nts to the same unmistakabl e conclusion that Kaffa must 

have had a large Jewish population and well organized Jewish 

communities at that early date . 

During the rule of the Tartars in the Crimea , the 

Russian Czar. I van ill Vassilievi tch, has his Jewish represent 

ative Kakos at Kaffa . The patriarch Fotias, in a message to 

t ~e Archbishop Antony of Kerch (858-891) the former t!.12.nks 
..... -

t ne Archbishop for his effor ts to convert t he J;;s of Ke~ch. 

Again, the presence of Jews i n ~ rcb d,uri ng the seventh century 

.__ 

is confirmed by inscriptions found in the earl i est Chri stian t«.TAtOMteS" 

lmown in that region • . 
1 3 
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that Jews 

Fr om all the foregoing evidenl. it is clear 

lived i n the Crimea for the 1l.~ two thous-

and years . Their numbers might n9t have been very large 

in the f irst century of the common era , but from the old 

synagogues and mikvahs found in abundance on the peninsula, 

we may safely judge that their number increased in time. 

But after all , whether they settled t here ear lier or later, 

or whe ther they wer e many or few , i s not my principle concern 

here in this thes i s . I gave this br i ef digest of the early 

sett l ement of the J ews in the Crimea, ruerely by way of intro

duction in order t o l ead gradually up to the more imp<1rtant 

phase of thi s essay, namely, t o the discuss ion of t he origin ~-

of t be Krimchaks in t he Crimea. ~ 

B. Opinions and Theories Regarding t he Origin of the 

Kr imchaks i n t he Crimee . 

The opinion of the Krimchak Rabbi David Iachno. 

Accor ding to t he sta t e~ent of Rabbi David, Son of 

Jiliezar lacllno , in hi s introduc t ion t o t he famous Krim~hak 

prayer book cal led, 11Haznia", Ka.rasubazar, ( 1716} the origin 

of the Kr imchaks in the Crime~ i s to be t raced back t o t he 

Babyl onian exile . Hi s being t he oldes t test imony in print, 

we possess , I shall theref ore translate part of it just as 

it appears in the "Ha.znian. xxx "The or der of prayers in 

the present ''Mahzor" is arrangEfti according to t he ''Minhag" 

of our forefather s who formerly r&sided i n t ne cities of 

Kaffa and Old~K.ri m, but who originally came there directly 

from Babylonia and Persia ,Wough the wra th of the enemy , 
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whose intentions were to destroy and annit:t•. The 

enemy, indeed prospered.and David,son of i, the 

nNa~sP', "Chief of the Exiled", was killed by Hevsein, 

King of t he Ishmaelites, because of bi s jealousy of t he former, 

who was a direct descendant of the house of David, King of 

Isreal. I.a.tar on.another David posed es the ~essiah and 

gathered many Jews around him and armed like a Turk, he waged 

war against Persia, but without success. At t hat time tbe re 

was much trouble in Isreal, evil decrees, forced convertions , 

and bitter per secutions until t he people of Isreal were ex

iled and seat tared to all t he ends of t11e eartb , the ma ! o.ri ty 

..__. 

of them forge ttrng the "Torah" and forsaking t he law. Some .)' 

of these exiled ones came to the Crimea and settled in Kaffa, , 

(Theoducia ) at the time of t}je re ign of Genoeze (Luazim) and 

built a synagogue, which for beauty was a little temple in 
/ . 

miniature. They employed the order cf prayer eccording t.o 

t heir tradition of the~Gt3o• i lt\• much different from what it is 
. 

to-day, in both Selichoth, piutu.n and Mahamodoth. But when -
t he c i ty of K.affa was captured by the great King of Tur key • 

. 
Patich Sultan Mob.aqd, who also captured Constantinople, then 

many wise men came to t he Qrimea , ere t he Spanish exiles 

arrived at Constentinople (1461), who prayet(accordi ng to 

''M'in.hag" of Roumania" which is the ss.t1e as t..ia.t of the Mahzor 

of the Hazhia . u 
,. 

"In additi on to those , t here followed a general exodus 

of Jews from Ru~sia especially fnom the. great beauti ful city 

15. 
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of wise and learned Jews called Ki ev, which it is 

said, "For out of Kiev goes forth t he l aW''. From that 

city a large number of men.women and children came down 

to the Crimea headed by t he grea t Raboi· Moses Golab, (1515) -with whom three other rabbis came down by t he name of, 

Rabbi Asher Hqkohen, Eabbi Kalman Ashkenazi 1 but the third 

one ' s name I do not know. All of these sects would assemble 

in the same synagogue at Kaffa. divided into three separate 

groups , as they were, each praying according to its own trad

itione.l custom handed down to them by the Gaonim. On~ sect 
, 

folowed t l.e Minbag Ashkenazi , the other Minhag Roumanie. . 
/" 

Naturally a quarrel soon arose which almost resulted in the 

erection of separate synagogues for each sect, but fortunate -

ly, the spi rit of God, -moved the great Eabbi Moses of Kiev to 

step forth and unite the house of I srael . He called a gen

eral meeting of al l the different groups together and per

suaded t hem to unite and live in harmony with one ano~ber . 

He established eighteen principle~Tekonoth: which ue urged 

them to follow, at the penalty of•Herem(Enifuy) most of 

t hem being of a nature that were aplicable and favorable to 

all parties concerned. Thus he urged t hem to decide all 

questions regarding Shechi tah, Bedi kah, Kesubah, Kidus1in 
. 
and decisions wher e &bbi Moses I serlis opposes Rabbi Joseph ,._ 
Karo , by saying ''some follow the custom thus , or do thus" 

according to the Ashkena~i c tradition. But i n the order of 

prayer, he urged them to follow the Roumanian custom of the 

i s a 

... 
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"Hazhia" prayer book. While in all o er matters -he allowed 

them to rely upon t he primitive Babylo ·an customs and 

t raditions as t hey still have them. He furthermore made 

t hem promise never to change the "nusah" of their prayer s 

as they were newly adopted in t he "Haznia" without· t l.ie 

consent of a l l the communities combined. 

"Since that time on, we , t he Chi l dren ' s children 
~ 

and the offspring of t hese united sects qn the Crimea, lIB.ve 

clung to our faith and cus toms of our forefathers as t hen 

laid dovm by Eabbi Moses, unti l t he new s\n of the great 

Rabbi Eliabu of Viln.a dawned u1;on us , who together wj,.th bi s 

many able disciples established new tekanotb, new prayers 

for week days and Sabbaths and many other good customs besed , 

on Kabalab - tha. t I have now undertaken t he t&sk of embodying 

t hem i nto one Mahzor, so as to make ii complete , containine 

all t he new as well as the old Dinim-J.Unbagim, arranging th1;;m 

in a manner t b.a t will be easy for anyone to find jus t wba t he 

wants in its proper place . May it be t he will of Gott to help 

me f inish my t ask as He helped me to start it . May he bless 

Hi s people with peace . 

The wor ds of t he author and writer of t he Mahzor . 

David, Son of Rabbi .Elieza I.aclmo. 

We mus t admit Firkovitch' s content ion that Eabbi 

Davi d Iachno was not very str~g on ~istory. Some of his 

statements ar e not exactly correct hi s torically . like for ~ 

1? 
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t he oLe ue 1I1::..1.rns about David ben Seka .iJ who r eally \'l&S 
A 

not ki lled h i msel f , but h i s gran6.- son , z ki~h, nThe 

ch i ef of the exiled" af ter Ru "M.i Gaon: who wa s exe-
' 

cuted bJ t Je Ki ng toget ~er ,·ti th hi s entire fumi ly . 

But wh e t .L.er Lachno i s exact i n c i s .. i s tor i c~l s ta te: .. en t s 

i n t he rial dc:.m&i.l to t..1e Hazni&h r,r not , one tuiug is sm:e , 

accordin5 t o Li s k:no.vledge . t :11j l:ri.UCilli~IB c.re , first , tue 

desce11dants oi 1.ue :Babylo. i~- :...Hu Persii::.n exiles . Seco d , 

of t 11e Spani~i. reftt6ees , c::r. i t .. ird. , i'r01J tue Russian fu6-

i t i ves f ron1 Ki ev , or i 6 i nt.lly be i110 sepan:.t.e cotunw1i t i es or . 
sec ts , but f' i n.:.lly w1ited i nto one solio boc':.y know11 ~s 

Krimc m:.ks , OJ Lue ei iorts of Chief Rabbi ~oses of Kiev , H. 

t _a ear 1515 and a ss i.ni la teu i H to t he l i fe , dress L-ud 

to1.g~i..1.e uf ti.le n ... iive f c.rta rs , who we1·e en joyiL0 gret.. t frce 

doID in t11e Crimea , unt:er t .ue benefic i eJlt 1-1rotection oi 

;,:obE.Limud t.ue Second oi Cons tc. .. t i nople . 

(Beth tlakl!eu 1, ~ :h1ar f e 11) 

Tile Theory of Abr&bam 1!,irkov i tell . 

Abtaba.m Firkovi toh , t he famous Kar'¼i te archio-

logi st has an enti~ly di f f erent theory regarding the 

origin of the Kri mcbaks in t he Crimea. He mainta ins 

that t he Krimche.ks were originally Raraites and are· con~~ , 

·sequently of t he same origin. He therefore i nsiststhat 

t he origin of the K.rimchaks in the Crimea i s to be traced 

not ot the Babyl onian ca, tivity etc. as our friend Rabbi 

David Lachno would have , i t, but t o the l ost ten tribes 

and to the captivity i n the ~ ys of Shalmane.zar. 

1g 

..,._. 
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"The chilren of Israel int Crimea" writes 

Firkovi tcb in bis book called "Devar Hakraim"''are partly 

the descendants of the ten tribes of the Kingdom of 

Israel, and partly t he offspring of t ne Kingdom of Judah, 

who went fo rth together with their. priests , led by Gedaliahu • 
. q_ 

son of King '{!abaz. to protect SaIDB.fia from t Le wicked 

Shalmanassar, so as to save Jerusalem f r om des truction. 

But unfortunately their efforts were IJ1cde in vain, the 

people could not withstand the siege and Sbalmanassar broke 

into t he city of Samaria end captured t hem alive, an~ lead . 
them from Samaria, captive into exile to t he cities of 

Madai (Persia) 72fJ B. C. But King Kambuz t he son of Korei h 
-was good to t llem, on account of t !1eir loyalty to him, and 

t heir bravery in his war against Talmora, Queen of S hi tim, 

that he se t them free and granted t hem their request to settle 

in t he Crimea , 474 B. C Here they came in large numbers , 

and settled in t he cities of Sephprad (Kercb) Sulac1?,at , 

f Stara- Krim) and Charzan, (Khersonisus) and in Chufut-Ka.le, 

which t Ley fortified with high walls and dwel led there for 

many years . Proof for the ~arly settlement of our fore

fathers in Chufut- Kale, are t ne ruins of tha t city, which 

are still standing to t his day, as witnesses to our a.ncient 

history: on the Peninsula. Also t he .. ,any grave stones on its 

cemeteries called "Emek Jeosbaphat' the inscriptions of which 

indicated our existencP there 33 B.C. 
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"Since that time t hey nave ' returned back to -
t heir holy land and consequently have ot witnessed the 

destruction of t he f irst temple . They simply hear d of 

its destruc t ion and mourned over it, while the second 

temple t aey never even saw. and fore time they knew not hi ng 

about what was goi ng on i n Palestine. Thus through t ne 

grace of God , and t he special ac t of Providence, the 

Children of I srael have been dwel ling in t he Cr imea now 

fo r nearly twenty- four hwidred years and while all other 

nations who perioQical ly swept over t he Peninsula, p~rished 

and are no more, we, t !_rough t he merits of our ancestors 

have survived in; spitf'of invasions of barbaric tribes and 

persecutions t hat we endured in t he 0rimea." 

"Op to t he mi ddle of the tenth ceHt ury , t be J ews 

in t he Crimea, knew nothing about the existence of the 

Talmud, but in 957 , t hree messengers, (Shilu\im) came down 

from Jerusalem, named R. Ephraim, Rannukah ana Eli~hoh, 

respectively and t iley for t be f irst time i r. t ooduced the 

Talmud into t he Crimea, with the result tna t the Jews of t he 

Crimea wer e from now on split into t wo sects , namely , those 

who accepted t he Talmud called P~bbinites , and t hose who 

did not accept it called, Karaites, hence t he origin of t he 

Krinchaks." 

The theory of Firkovitch which is sel f -explanatory 

is furt her supported b7 him as follows -

Fir s t~The old Krimcbak synagogues i n the Crimea 

t he Ark of the Covenant is placed not in the ~ifflrn o.val l as 
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is t he custom of the Rabbinites, but t he 1nestern 

wall , which is tne custom of the Kara ites. 

Second,- their pronunciation in reading t he 

Hebrew of the Bible and t Jeir prayer s, i s like t ha t of 

t ~e Karaites , na~ely, they ,~e t he Sephardic dialect . 

Third, t heir Tartar dialect resembles that of t he Kar-

a i te, as does t .!e i r wea ri 1g appare 1. , 

Fourth - Physiognomically, t he Krimchaks re

semble the Karaites more so than they cio t he Ra.bbinites. 

Fifth - They possess no old documents about 
,; 

t lieir his tory t o disprove my sta tements . 

Sixth - They stand up when they pray a t the 

synagogue jus t l i ke the .Karai tes do. -They also hs.ve 

carpets on the floors to sit on for the cormnon folks, 

and long benches aroun~ l ne wal l s f or U1e reverend old 

gentlemen as is the cust om in t he Kara ite syna6ogue. 

Seventh - They do not l ead t he br ide and groom 

to t he synagogue t o perform tne marriage cerPmony and 

do not use t he"Hupah" but pe_rform t he 11Seven Berachoth" 

at t he resi dence of t he bride or groom, just as we Kar

a ites are accustomed t o do . 

Eighth - They also mention tho n&rues of t he{r 

great l eaders of the past and pray f or their souls just 

as we Ke.ra ites do on Saturdays and holidays in our syna

gogues. They likewisE. mention among other names, t t e 

names of t he three apos tles, (Shilukim) .Ephraim, ltlihah 
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and Hanuk£ah who brought t:1.e news of Talmud to 

t t e Crimea. whom we too mem t ion in our s -nagogues . " 

(:Massa Krim.) 

Firkovitch ' s t .aeory as here presen ted created 

a great storm i n its day stmon6 the leading writers and 

his torians in t iie la tter r e.Ft of tLe last ce1. t ur ·· . 

Foremost among t hem are Geiger ( Zei tschrift) Zun~ { Zov 

Geschichte) Finn, (Bakov M.ell) Pi nsker, (Likute) Cbarni 

( Hamagid} Levinsohn (Toar Ha~pher) Graetz ( Hi s tory) 

Steinsh~der ( Hameliz) Ch.ivalr on (Corpus) aL: Harkatry 
L--

(Alt j udi scbe} . 

They dis•Jproved almos t every one of his state

ments and exposed his unpa.rallel ed i gnorance of J ewish 

history . They likewise d.iscovered and exposed to the 

world a ll bis forgeri es and false docmnents, which he 

himself had ei ther i nvented or corrupted i n order to 

prove his mistaken theories . The material is so VA 's T 

that I a m unable to fully reproduce it here i n t his little 

essay, but I shall contend , 1nyself by giving now t he opinion 

of one who lived among t he Krimchaks for more tban thirty 

years. Who knows t hem an.d bA s sympathy for them,-in 

striking contrast to Firkovitch. 
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The Opinion of Babl:,i Hayyi 

Hez i kiah Medini. 

The Baham of Karasubazar feels very indignant 

about t he terrible charge ma.de by Firkovitch against 

t he Krimchaks in t he Crimes1, accusing them of being t he 

descendants of the Ka.rai tes and in his letter to E. 

Deinard , he says among othe r t hings:-

A - "Fir kovi tch i s harpi ng constantl y t ba. t the 

Krimchaks are t he offspring of t L.e Karai tes . I would 

like to know who put that "'Shtuss" in his head . For if 

what he said be true, t hen how is it possible that toe 

Rabbis who heard of that split in tne Karaite camp&, 

( did not come out at t ha t time with a protes t against , , 

admitting them into our mi dst, since according to t he 

Shulchan Arucn E~en Haeser ,, i ntermarriage is absolu tely 

for bidden with Kand tes , even after t hey embrace our 

r eligion. B - Surely just because the Kriwchaks sit 

on t he floor in the synagogue like t he Karaites , is not 

suffiecient proof that they belong to t he Karaites , for 

all Sephardic Jews in Pa,lestine do that . The real diff-

-

er ence between t he Babbini t es and t he Kara i tes , to my .M, N 0 

lies not in the way t hey sit mn t he synagogue, but in the 

place wLe11e the''Bimah"stan.ds. For in the Babbini ta syna

gogue , there is a platform in tbe center, which is the case 

in every Krimchak synagogu.e, whereas in the Karai t e syna

gogue there is no platform. in the center. 
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C- As to the fac t t hat t he ,speak Tartar 

and not Yiddish, why we l'lave thousan s of co- re

l igion is t in Egypt and Damascus who speak nothi ng 

but Arabic . Fur U1ermore the Krimcbek Tartar· di~lect 

is quite differeLt from tha t of the Karaite. 

D - As regards t he Sephar dic accent t he Krim

chaks use, why thouscnds of Palestinian and Arabian 

Jews employ it, tha t does not necessarily i ndicate t ha. t 

t hey 2re all Kara ites, I am sure. 

E - As to remem:)eri ng t he dead in the sync.go0 ues 

on ~bbath and Holidays , th.at is a very o_d cus tom ·among 

t ile Rabbinites , t ney necessarily did not have to adopt it 

f r om t he Karai t es, quite t he contrary I t he Karai t es adopted ... 

it from t he Babbinites . 

F.- While as to his ac~usa tions regarding t he 

many Karai te books t hat he found i n t he Krimcbak syna

gogues , why I can show him similar cases i n Palestine 

in the Sephardic synago~ues . yet no one would even~dream 

of accusing the Sepilardic Jew of onee being Karei tes . On 

t he contrary, I found among the Kr i rnchaks in their syna

gogues, numerous old volumes of t he Talmud and parchments, 

many of t hem hundreds of years old. upon whi eh are written 

part s of the Bible, and the Posk:im, which was never yet 

found among the Kara i tes in ,hei r synagogues . For which 

reasons , I f or one , positively deny all such baseless t heroies . 

advanced by Firkovitch and hi s school and I impl icibly be-
• 
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lieve that tne 'rimcheks ar e of these 

Rabbini tes ere. That t uey are the 

stock as we 

ful followers 

of both the written and the oral laws anc t hat tnere is 

no differen~e nor dis tinction between them and tie rest 

of the Jews of the ·,vorld. Absolutely none soever. As 
•F 

to the or igin 019-lZ, brother s , t :.e Krimcheks, in t Le Crimea, 

I believe Rabbi David Iacbno , in bis introduc t ion to tae 

"lia.znie. 11
, ap}iro~c .. es t ..:e t r uth as nearly as any man I 

know of ." 

The Theory of Ephraim Deina. rd . 

Ephraim Deinard, tne famous traveler in the "Crime~. 

...___ 

author of 11Massa Krim11
, believes t hat t _e Ai il!lcns.h.s origin- ... 

ally lived on toe Ta.-man Peninsula, where t oey came from , 

Palestine , Greece and in tne course of time f rom Babylonia 

and Persia passing t hrou0 h Armenia and Cs.ucasia . "Proof 

for t heir settlement t Lere , yet before tue birth of Christ 
i,.,. _,J' ~~, '7---' L.- n .:. ... .JL 

is found,.._ on that Peninsula, which I myself have seen in t l1e 
' 

Asiatic ~ueeum and Royal Library at St.Petersburg- Teppi~~ 

Deina rd" . ,, 
Thence t hey moved ac\ross t.1e Azof Strait and 

settled on the opposite Crimean Peninsula in the eit i es 

now Known as Kerch, Stara- Krim and Theodue ia ." 

"Some of these ancient tombstones are decorated , 

in addit ion to the seven brang'hed menorah, with shophors , 

chairs , tables, sandals etc . a cus tom which prevailed till 

recently amottg the Krimchaks in t e Crimea, to decorate Tift 7'11'• JTJ/tlr 

r-er~srD with the object of bis occupation. 
25. 
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t he tombstones are in Greek, which i ndii.c/tes t ha t t hey 

ca!..'le from Greece and belong t o t lie Helltstic per iod 

of t he Jewish hi story i n t he Crimea. These Hellmi.t t s, 

se t tled in t ~e Crimea at l east as earl y as in the day s 

of t he Maccabees , (see Har kavy Ha jphudin) I uo not im

agine tiie .. r number s were very large at fi r s t, but as 

soon as t bey es tablished t hemselves properly on the Pen

insula and built synagogues , ::1any more Jews from other 

l ands, were undoubtedly attracted t o t be Crimea for var

ious reason, sone for business , other s in guest of homes 

and as these new- comers kept on the ir constant s teeam of 
• 

emi grEi t i on into the Crimea, t hey brought along wit1i t i1em, 

all t he J ewi sh customs , culture and Talmudic knowledge of 

tLe day , t hus int r oducing it into t he Crimea t o the older 

pr e- Talmudi c settler s of ti1e Peninsula. Tha t is how we f ind 

so many old parchments and manuscripts of the Bi ble , t ne 

Talmud and t he Bamba um, i n t he Kara.subazar "Genizah". Yes , 

i ndeed , not merel y old parchr.lents and dead manuscr i pt s.have 

been spared to us f r4>m those remote days , but Yerily a living 

token , a remnant of ancient ltrimean I srael bas been preserved 

to thi s very day, represented i n t ne noble band of loyal Jews 

called Kri mchaks. 

"From t he Historic ma terial gatnered in the Cr imea, 

f roru t he careful analyisis of ojdl etter~, manuscripts and 

inscript i ons on par chment books, Torah, eases and grave 

s tones , I reached t t e conclusion tha t t he Krimchaks settled 

in t he city of'Karesubazar just four hundred years ago, afte r 
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Sulacbat, (Stara-Krim) ceased to be t he cJ ital of 

t he Tartar Ka.ans . Thus it is clear t h.a t \ hey moved 

f r om Stara- Krim, Kaffa , Kerch and Mangup , to Karasub

azar, where t hey were granted special privilges by the 

Tartar Kings , t-0 Darter freely and l i ve in peace under 

t heir per sonal protection, and when t he Jews in other 

Crimean ci ties , heardof that. they f l ocked over to t hat 

city to benefi t by t lie grea t privi leges , t ogether with 

t heir other more furtunate Karasubazar brethern. " 

Because of t Le grea t hi s t or ic i mportance of t he 
11Schutz-Briefe 11 of t!1e Crimean Khan 1s , I am going to traps

late •oae of them. 

"Granted by Ki ng Selim Gerei, son of Kaplan Gerei 

Khan -

"This charter i s graJ1ted to t 1.e Jews of Karasu

bazar , Mo::ces and Solomom sons of Jacob and A.ya son of 

Eilijah, because from days i mmemorial , t heir forefether s 

h.eve been granted same pri vileges f r om our ancestors, the 

Ki ngs 1/emet Gere i Kb.s.n , etc . for which reason, I t oo gran t 

t hem t he same charter of rights , freedom from taxation and 
' 

i mmunity f rom all duties to t he King, Furtuermore , no one 

is allowed to take away f r om them, their horses, houses, 

fi~l ds and cr ops , nor do t hem any injury whatsoever." 

Si gned , Ba.khtschi ssarai 1156 , a ccording to the 

Te.rtar era . 
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Dr. Harkavy' s Opinion. 

Dr. Abraham Harkavy, the great a chioligist 

and authority on Je.,i ~h History in Russia , bal ieves 

that the Kri:ucbaks first settled in the Crimea in the 

year 1238. 11For up to t he thirteen th century, the 

Krimcheks dwelt pr imarily in the regions of Astrakhan, 

St~ropol, Orenburg, Uphe and further South, partly 

also towa rds t!e Ee.st of ~sia . At tha t time, diverse 

nomad tribes, were r oamin6 over the pla ins of Southern 

Russia incluc.i ng t he Crimea, and not unti l t1.e year 1238 , 

w1en tLe Peninsula was finally conquered and occupied b_y· 

t t.e Tartars of t he 11 Golden Herda" di d t t e Krimchalrn es 

well as t he Karaites form settlements there, in the cities 

of Sulachat, Kaffa, and Karasubazar . In fact all the 

Crimean discovereis of Fir kovitcb . t aat were not forged 

by tllat Karaite, beari ng data concerning t he hi s tori of 

our Krimchek brethern , and t he Ka.rai tes on tLe Peninsula, 

do no t point to any date prior to t t e l:iegin-g of the 

fourtee!. t h century. '' 

Professor Graetz sup~orts this view of Dr. Harkavy, 

by saying (H.of J . Vl ) t hat a considerably large number of 

the Jews now dwelling in Southen1 Russia , originally lived 

in Caucasia , and be further adds , that they are likewise 

t he descepdents of the Chazars, ,vho dwelt alGng the Volga 

River and in the Cr i mean Peninsula, which Harkavy does 

not admit. For Harkavy believes th2.t after the down fall 

of the Cbazer Kingdom (1000 ) the Chazars J merged once more 
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i nto the Tartar tribes whence they spra 

from the arena of history as a separate 

Dubnow' s View on The Subject . 

thus dispensing 

ple forever • 

The famous Jewish his torian, Dr. Solomon Dubnow, -----in bi s latest survey on the subj ect, in a recent publication 

of t he "Yevreysk:aya" Starina" 1914, conveueient!.ly divides 

t .:e history of t .,e Crimean Jews i nto eight res1,,ective per

iods -

1. - The Old Greek Period ( Up to 100 B. C • ) 

2. - Fontus Period (100- lB. C. ) 

3. - Roman Period ( 1 - 11 A.D) 

4. - Byzanti ne Pe_riod (lV - Vll A.D. ) 

5. Kha.zar Period (Vll - X A. D) 

6 , - Barbarian Period (Xl - Xlll A.D.) 

7. - Tarta r end Genoese Period (Xlll - XJI A.D. ) 

8. - Tartar-Turkish Period (1475-1785) 

Next, the present Russian period follows. 

He proves with the aid of reliable historic 

evidence, that Jews had been living in t he Crimea during 

each one of those periods and he dwells with especial 

emphasis upon the period that interest us mostly i n this 

thesis . namely , tba t in which the Krimchak life assumed 

its peculiar shape and form, namely , the Tartar period. 

Like Harkavy, he bel ieves them to ha.ve settled 
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there in the thirteenth century, but unl ke t he latter, 

he contends that the Krimchaks came there .,passing through 

t he Dardanel les from I taly, Spain and Portugal, not from 

Caucasia . These strangers from the latin countries, soon 

a<¥7Pted themselves to t heir new surroundings , at first, 

combining the I talian with the Tartar t111,TIIA£a n;. later on, 

abandoning the former al together, and ass imilat ing the latter. 

Thus in t he fifteenth century, we f ind the Crimean Jews , 

universa lly speaki n6 the Tartar language , ins tead of t Le 

Spanish and Italian, and we a l so notice t Lem adopting t he 

dress , manners and habits of t ne Tartars on the PeninS\!la . 

It i s at t na. t ~eriod in t he hi s t ory of t he CrimeaJJ J ewcy, q• 

t ha t the full- fledged Kri mchak type originated and assumed , 

its particular stamp and form under the benefic i ent rule 

of t .Je Khans and t . e Protect ion of tbe Sul tan ' s at Constan

tinople . Very important di scoveries rega rding this pBriod 

(XlV - fill) have recentl y been made b.711:r . A.R. Gidalievitch, 

of Sevastopol, who excavated tL~ Jewish cemetery of hlangup

Kale and unearthed many old grave stones bearing nernes and 

dates that establish the trut h· of t t:e existence of a large 

Krir.1cbak Co1imuni ty t here , as early as 1387 . No authentic 

earlier inscript ions have been found there , but t his is 

qui te a step forward in t ne ri6ht di rection and is
0

great 

ipportance t o us, when we came o remove the veil of mys-
,., 

tery f rom t he face of t ~e hi s tory of our people on the 

Peninsula . Since t he d~ta furnished us by Firkovitch, 
• 
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cannot be relied upon, for• his da correspond 

vii. th the insc~iptions on t he tomb ones now unearthed, 

and conflict radically f rom Reginning to end, his bei~g 

in most cases, four or five hundred years older , t han our s . 

He tried to fill the J8,p of nearly a thousand years , f r om 

t :1e Byzantine period to t he Tartar period, with monument s 

and inscriptions t hat he hi mself invented, whi le to us , 

that period as far as monuments are concerned , is a per fec t 

blank. Fort unately we have epigraphic and literary 

sources t h.a t cover that vast period, which we hope i n ti~e, . 
t o work out , so as to shed addition2l light on the Hi s t ory 

of Isreal in t he Taurida . 

Dr. Karpeles Sta tement . 

Dr . Gustave Ka.rpeles in hi s excellent book, 

"Geschichte der Judischen literature" makes the follow

ing statement bearing upon t t e history of the Kr imcbaks 

in the Crimea . , 

"From Rome, Jews spread t o the Apenine Peni nsula ,,, 
r 

but on account of the unt old persecution and suffering they 
' endured there , under the Byzant ine rule during the reign 

of Leo 111 , the ! saurian (718), who persecuted them re

lentlessly~t{migrated eastward to Caucasia and the Crimea . 

l t t hat time there lived ~ t he Crimea, a s trong and fierce 

Tartar t r ibe , who spread thei r domi nion a long the Volga , 
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between t he Black and t he Azof Seas - T 

This Chazar Q}ople which which struck with terror all 

t l:e surrounding nations of Per sia and Byzantine, was 

very kindly disposed towards the Jews . They not only 

allowed the Jews to live in perfect freedom and enjoy 

all the privileg~s o_f citizenship, but t hey would l'leveJ\. 

appoint t hem as judges, interperters a nd doctors in the 

Royal household, as well as councilors 1n t ha King ' s 

court . During the r eign of Bulan, one of t he greatest 

of the .Hagans , t he condition of the Jews in Chazaria was 
I 

especially favorable , £.or !1e we.s t he first to embrace 

Judaism. In hi s days , Judaism flourished on the Peninsula 

and many schools were established for Jewish study and 

learning. Perfect religious toleration prevailed in the 

land zealously guarded by the Sen.ate , represented by thr ee 

denominations including the Jewish. Furthermore , t he Hagans, 

or t he Chazar Kings, would likewise assist t heir brethern, 

t he Jews in other lands , protecting them where~er and when

ever possible ." 

This mi l d and tolerErnt disposi tion of the Cbazar s 

attracted Jews from all lands and turned C~zaria, practically 

into a Jewish state. Thus the Crimean Jews passed upwards 

\ 

of two hundred years under the;>eneficient rule of the Cbazars , 

enjoying every liberty, until 1016, when the Chazars were 

over run by the combined efforts of the Byzantines and the 

Russians. " 
32 
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Simiiar s ta tet1ents are made by 11 h:iistor

ians who studied the question carefully, e ecially in 

recept times . Dr. KutchtJ.& , who just published a book 

on t he Oba.zars, throws additional light on that interes t

ing period in Jewish hi story, but of course, bad he been 

a Jew i nste~ of a German , and known the subject a little 

better, he would have arrived, perbaps,~different con

clusions. I shall return to thtm later on i n t he course of 

my essay . Presently I shall conclude by sayi ng that I heard 

t he late Dr. Schechter was very anxious for some one , a Jew, \ . 
to undertake the difficult but rorthy task of studying care-

fully and writing up t he complete hi s tory of the Cha.zars, 

which (a\ work properly done, would I am sure1 throw much light 

on t he hi story of the Crimean Jews and help us to a better 

unders tanding of the past of the Krimcbaks in the Crimea ~ 

Le t us hope that t he wish of that great Prince in Israel, 

who has recently been taken out of our midst, wi ll be realized 

in t he near fu..ture and that the clouds that bang over the 

anc ient hi story of our brether n on that Peninsula , will be 

dispelled and a new sun shall dbwn on t he new heavens of 
~~ ),VI f <4 t{ 

rejuvenatedAi sreal . 

• 
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The ~ost Probable Theory of the 

Of the Krimchaks in the Cri mea. 

in 

From the preceding survey on the subject before 

us , from statements, views and theories of various hi s tor

ians quoted, it is clearly seen that they do not agree with 

one another, as to t he origin of the Krimchaks i n the Crimea . 

They all however, agree i n , first , t h. t Jews ha.-vre been living 

in the Crimea , at l east, for the last two thousa,nd years , 

Second, that these Jews were exiles of many land.s , mos tly 

-Eastern countries. Third , that t t e"Golden Age , " of the 
o~evAFD 

Cri.nean Jewry4 during the Cbazar period (Vll - X ) and fourth , 

that t he Crimean Jews, as Krimchaks , da.d not exis t before the 

Tartar period (llll - XVl) . The~ general universal ,AJ>M ;g"_sio/J l' 
by themselves, throw considerabl e light upon the origin o.:f 

our Krimchak brethern in the Crimea , but t ney likewise point 
I > ~ f, 

to a more still probable solution of t he problem , w~ich ~ be-

1 i ve is the correct one, namely, t hat the i :mnediia. te origin 

of the Krimchaks is t o be found in t ne Cbazars . 

My proof for this contention is, first~ Hi Etorical, 

Second, An,thDopological. Historical ly we know th.at during 

the eighth century , a strong Tartar- Chazar tribe adopted 

Judaism and tha t, that tribe which ruled the country,now 

" called Sotthern Russia , i ncluding the Crimean Peninsula, was 

especially favorable to the Jews . That on accO\mt of their 
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mild disposition and favorable inclination t he 

Israelites t Jews f locked from every land, particularly 

from the cruel Byzantine Empire , to Chazaria for pro

tection and peace. Thus, 'fof'l 4f11Ae t~, two hundred 

years, the land of the Cbazars was a place of refuge 

and a haven of security against oppression and persecution 

of barbarous ant i quity. Furthermore , we learn that these 

Chazars were good Jews , true adherents t o t he written 

and oral law. Some of them even knew Hebrew quite well, 

(Ha jehudim) •. They l oved their new religion and were ' 

will ing to make great sacrifices for it , as "G:im" usually do. 

So well were they pleased with J uda i sm and so thankful 

were t hey to the Jews who granted t hem thi s noble faith, 

tha t they not only protected them at home in Karasubazar , 

but they also stretched fort h their hel ping hand to every 

land , where they possi bly could, to aid the ir f el lo':_1- Jews, 

and deliver them from thier oppress~ s . It is only nat- ' 

ural to suppose, therefore, that mutual a id at such a t ime 

was correspondi ngly met with mut1µ:.l love on the part of 

the Jews, and as a result, inter-marriage between the two ,.,, 
races ~ust have been very common those days on the Peninsula . 

Hi s tory likewi se tells us thbt the Chaza.rs were 

not only a strong tribe, but a nruArous t ribe as well. So 

large and fierce that they succeeded to subdue all the 

surrounding nations and tribes . 
' 

They exacted tribute from 
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Kiev and presents were sent to them from the Byzantine 

ruler. Persia terror ized by their power and ·ght , built 

a gigahtic wall i n the Caucasian Mountains for protect ion 

against invasion from the Cbazars . Bulgaria was subjected, 

so was whole of Tartaria, Caucasia and the Volga Region. 

But the i ron tt,l} of t he Chazars , after a period covering 

almost t hr ee long cent uries , (Vll- X} came to an end in t he 

begi nni ng of the eleventh century by the combined forces 

of Russia and Byzantine. 

Now, t he question naturally arises , what became 

of t he Chazars after their downfall? Where ar e they? 

NumeDous and fierce as t hey had been, where have they 

di sappeared? They were good Jews, where shal l we f ind . 
t hem? They existed for nearl y three hundred years, as 

Jews f or two hundred years , harbored and gave protection 

to thousands of Jews among t hem, with whom they· came in 

closest union. Where did t _ey suddenly vanish . without 
leaving t he l east trace of thei r foot-steps on the sands 

of time •• 

I agree wi th Har kavy tha1 some of them fell back 

into the Tartar tribe, whence they sprang, whi le others, 

undoubtedly returned to Bulgaria whence t hey came . I be

lieve also, that many of them were ki lled i n the wars, in 

taking the l ast s tand f or their country, Whi le others were 

made s laves by the Russian and Byzantine conquerers . I 
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furthermore imagine that a great many of th 

quered heroes wer e converted to Christianity the 

one ba~d and Mobamedism on the other. But I do not , 

in the least, doubt, that a goodly number of the 

Chazars,at t he downfall of their Kingdom, emerged into 

the Jewish r ace , while still others formed separate 

distinct Chazaro- Jewish sects , or groups , known to us 

today by the names of Subbatniki and Kri mchaki, per l~ps 

also the Karaimi . 

• lf 
11,r . 

Let me now quote an <{Uthori ty on the subject. 

Fishberg in his scientific study on race and en-

vironment , "The Jew" , ma:~es the followi ng important 

s tatement with regar d to t he period under discuss i G>n- :-

' 

"The most important infusion of non- Jewish f'C9 ial 

elements into the veins of F.a.stern .European Jews , took 

place i n the eighthcentury, when the Chazars embraced 

Juda.ism. There is considerable hi storical evidence ti12.t 
' 

after the destruction of their kingdom, many of them 

mingled with t ue Jews in that region, in t he Cri mea , and 

in other countries. It is stated by authori ty , that ths 

Jews in Southern Russia , Hu.µgary and Bou.mania, and part 

of Poland are ma.inly descendants of t he Chazars, who freely 

inter- married wit h t he Jews." 

Traces of blo-1. mixture Jf this alien element in 

the Jewish phJliological organi'sm have been recogni zed and 

careful ly analyze~ by both Jewish and non- Jewish sc i entists 
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and aathr opologists , who i n common di scover 

anian as well as Llongol ian types and t raits among 

t he J ews . In fac t, Hugo Kutchera , i n hi s recent large 

valuable vol une on t he Chazars , called 11Di e Cbazar en", 

established the truth of thi s observa t ion by numerous 

pa instaking proofs and anal ysis, aMthropol66i cal and 

Historical, which are quite convincing. He mai ntains 

that t he Russo-Polish Jews , w:O.o have later on emi grated 

to Germany and Austr o-Hungary , are no Semi t es at all, 

but are the descendants of t .1e Chazars , who, he believes 

were of Finnie ori gi n , not A1ongolian as Har kavy and the 

others ffiai nt a in. Of course , t h.ct I believe i s stretching 

t i_e poi nt t oo much. I t i s goi n6 a little f oo far to make 

Fi nns out of pract i cally all of tue Jews of Europe. But 

wna t I do however, bel ieve , is t hat t .. e Kr imch.aks of whom 

we 1.ever hear before t Le downf2.ll of t~e Chazar pire, 

but whom we meet r ight after this dom1fall, the Kr imcbaks . 

who speak Tartar , dress l i~e Tar tar s and possess Tartar 

manner s , moreover look like Tartars , that they undoubt edly 

are t he dil-ect descendants of t he Jewish- Cbazar s- who orig

inally wer e Tartars . For lmowi ng them as I do , I do not 

t hink there i s a more non-Jewish-looking Jew in the worl d 

l i ke t ne Krimcbak. I f the Kr imcna.J i s not a full -bl ooded 

luongolian, he is a least a half br eed. He surely has 

plenty of Obazar blood runnL1g in hi s veins . 
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It has been similarly ascertained 

pologically, th.et likew:ise t he second group of' the 

nat ive Crimean J ews namel y , the modern Karaites, are 

" a quite distinct ethic group, and are more akin to the 

Tartar tribes of Souee.stern Russia t han to t Leir J ew-

ish :Babbi nic nei ghbors . 7leissenberg who ma.de a care-

ful study of t ~e Karaites , (Die Kapa.er der Krim) in the 

Crimea, mair:ta ins t tat t hey are a very mi xed race and 

have e. large quant ity of L:onselian blood in t heir veins, 

doesn ' t t hat too show one of t11e two t hi ngs , ei ther tna t 

t .1e f\S.rai tes are another remnant of t he Cri c:iean Chazars , 

or else carry i n t r.eir vei ns tr.e Cnazar blood , who after 

t tle des~r uction of ttei r Kingdom, way have joined t he 

K.arai te s . 

· A:oreover , Firkov i tcu , t he famous leader of the 

Ka raites, who contends that the Krin1chaks &.re t.,,e desend

ants of t ile Karai te s , advances~roof for his conten tion, 

tle fact t hat t J1e Kri mcha.ks resemble t he Karai tes more so 

than t hey do t heir Babbini t e bre t hern, which Deinard re

sents end i n turn proves i n a leng-t1 y essay tra t the Karai t es 

are not Jews at all , i.eo that t1ey are not even of Jewish 

origi n, but of t he ~:ongolian s toc k . I f so , I aga in ins ist 

tba t t be Krimchaks e r e t he descendants of t Le Cha.zar s , be -
elfc'. t,_e .Crime ha ks , 

ce.use I lived among t he Karai tes/ for a good .nany years , and 

I knew t hem both,e.ud f rom i7hc..t I lmow about t 11em and t heir 
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physi ognomic 8A"J)ress ion . I admit Firkovitch ' 

t his time. the Krimchak does l ook l i ke a Kara 

so than a Russo-Pol i sh Jew. For both Krirncbak and 

Karatie are apparently of the same Chazaric origin, hence 

their common language, t heir connnon dress, customs and 

traditions, particularly their common facial resemblunce . 

I t also expl~i ns ti.e stran5e fac t, why t he Kc. raties who 

did not accept t .• e Tal mud f r ou1 t 1.e taree J erus;: lem Shil

uchem, neverhheless , pray for the souls of t i..e latter,. 

and ruention t heir ne.mes in their" Hazltorath Nes11omoth11 

on all important holidays ii, t.J.ei r synagogues , just l i ke 

t ,e Krimchaks do. 

It is true I am no authropoligi s t, I ha ve not 

ta ken any measure1.1ents nor have I studiea. t ile skull for 

ma tion of the G.ri.:1ean sects , but tnat much even a blind 

person could see, 1Vhi le i n religion there is :nuch i n 

common between t he Kri inchak a1.d tne Russo-Polish Jar, , in 

. • • 

actual life a 1d in bodily ap1iearance these is almost not1.1ing 

i n cotlillon between them. The Krimcha k i s backward , awh.··ward 

and sleepy, while the Russo-Polish Jew is active, plastic 

and wide awake. The former s t icks to r,is Tartar with the 

t enacity of a far tar. a bach.,mrd number in civilization, 

and like the Tartar , does not admit the waJs of modern 

culture into his l i fe , while the 1a\ter adopts the lang

uage of t he country, (Russia) and accomodates himself to 

t ile social environ111ent in which lie lives , as soon as tLe 

la \'IS of the state are not in l.is way, and often t im8'S, even 
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i n spi te of them. The Hussien Jew is a thri~t 

worker, a hustler, a man wi t h ambition, tryin 

amass wealth, power and to become a fac tor in 

social and poli tical life in the country in which he 

ljve~, while the e riI?1ean Jew, i. e . the Krimchaks , a~ 

I shall show l a ter in the second part cf my thesis, 

devot ed to their life ,- like t._e Tartar , of which stock 

t hey undoubtedly sprang, or at least Las a goodly portion 

of his tardy bl ood runnin0 in hi s veins , t.he KrL 1chah. , I 

say, is lazy, unskilled, except i n t he worki ng out of 

dyed ski ns, whicil is their principle occupation , ambition

less, indiffereut to t t0 ir environ .entu, i ndi ffe rent to 

wealth and power or.higher sociel position. The mos t of 

t horn are dull, uninteresting a ml s imple minded people, 

for whi ch r eason t1.ey are nick- na.med "shGep headstt by tLe 

Nortt.ern Jews , and inspi te of the fact that their women 

are exceptionally beauti ful , nevertheless on account of 

t heir i nferior i ntellectual qualit ies, the Nort!~ern Jaw 

seldom comes to inter-marr r with t hem. Altuou;h the 

Krimchaks realizing t he inferiority of their ki nd , and 

recognize the superiority of the No'rt hern Jews , are only 

too anxious to give their daughters i n lll2.rriagu to t he 

J ew from the North. All of which goes to orove that the 
l(HA2.,A11:, 

Krimchaks if not altogether •Ahave at least a large porti on 

of Chazar blood in their veins, for surely environmen t alone 

could not work such a tre.11endo;1s di f ference in t r.a l i fe 
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and nature of a purely Jewish organism, for 

J ew bas been lmown in hi s tory of t he worl cl , t he 

grea t merqhant people , the quick mi nd , bright and 

al er t business man who al ways stood a t the t op of 

t !le money l adder , whi le these Jews , in spite of 

t heir l ong r es i dence in t he Crimea and apparently 

under benefici ent rule and protec t ion of the ki nd 

Khans - are way down i n the scale of bus iness and 

the newly arrived Russo-Polish end not the Krimcbak 

J ew contr ol s the bus iness i nterest of to- day in t he 

large c i t i es on the Crimean Peninsul a . Furt hermore , 

J ews are known for thei r skill i n ma thema tics and the i r 

t alents in mus i c , t hese Krimchaks however are a uni que 

exception , i n t ha t respect , f or thes.e Jews contra ry to 
/ 

t Le universally acce1,i ted rule , are poor t!la tbema t i cians, 

and s ti l l poor er mus icians . The mus ic I heard in t heir 

synagogues , i s voi d of harmony, sweet ness and Judean beauty. 
' It i s simply a sort of monotonous s ~ng- song , t he sa~e 

11elody, f rom b·eginning to end, just l i ke the Ka.ra i t s ~ch.en t 

i n their synagogues . They have ~mt 9et t he leas t a~preci-

a t ion for t rue J ewi sh mus ic. They do not care to " Go to 

l1ear a Khazan" and l i s ten t o a jui cy pi ece of "Ti kan,to? , 

whi ~h penet ra t es al l t he "Avor im" as~ Poli sh "Has s i cf"would 

express i t. Al lthe Krimcbak earls f or is a cup of Khaveb 

(Black coffee ) and a f resh Yantech (meat pie ) and he is 

sat i sfied. On t wenty cents a day he l i ves happi ly wi th hi s 
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entire family and grand opera does not bothe 

He does not mi ss it i n the l eas to•• 

Taking into consideration, t hen. all the 

facts and observations I enumerated above in the 

course of my essay , the most proable theory' regarding .,. 
t he origin of t he Krimcbaks in the Crimea, I should 

say, is the latter, namely t hat t hey are t he descendants 

of t he Chazars. Every bit of authent ic knowledge we 

have about t he history of thtl peculiar sect , seems to 

point i n that direction. ~oreover, grea t historians 

like Pr ofessor Graeta f or instance, a re supporting tni s 

view. l.e t us then accept it until somebody else, more 

capable and better equipped , comes along and .t hrows new 

light upon the subject . 

Presntly l et us part with part one, and with 

/ God ' s help, com:.ience part two , which i s goi ng to deal 

with the l ife of t he Krimchaks in the Crimea . . . ' 
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SOCIAL ASP~T OF KBIMCHAK LIFE 

Unlike the ✓iof the Jews of the world, ho speak 
Yiddish, the Krimchaks speak Tartar. The Tartar laim that 
it is not a pure Tartar that the Krimcbaks are using, but it 
is a sort oi Tartar jargon called Tscba~dai. ln tliis Tartar 
jargon, many Greek and Hebrew words are found, in fact many 
of t he more educated Krimcbaks speak Hebrew fluentl.Y as they 
do the pure Tartar. But the lang'!!B-ges of Western Kilrope are 
still wilcnown to them. In their Heorew speech, they employ 
the Sepbart ic pronunciation as the Karaits do. In script 
however, they often use the Arabic characters, but as a rule 
all their books are written ln Hebrew, even the vernacular 
is written in Hebrew characters. 

Some examples of the Krimchak language:- . 

Good -- Yakshi Coat - Urbah 
Mother -- Anna Key - Anaktar 
Dog -- Kupek Give - Berdi 
None - Aat Oat - Kadi 
Father - Baba Head - Kkmek 
Candle - Toherakh Water - Soo 

Block - Khara 

The Krimohaks are a very mannerly class of polite 
and simple people. They are as simple 1n t heir manners as they 
are in aress and diet. In other words t hey are not yet civilised 
i n the modern sense of t he term •.. They act very plaint J1atural;' 
Ulloonventional~ They are quiet, peaceful ,haive udiv1duals of 
very hospitable nature. One seldom sees them ~uarrel or tattel 
tale or g11ssip. One never sees a Irimcbak drtlDA or brake or 
gamble. If he is not in his shop you will find him aChome with 
fiis family or in the coffee houses with his friends. 

The coffee hoase is the social center of the Krimchak 
colO:lll.Wi ty. There in the shade of old wal.Ruttrees and to the 
mur.nur of the rippl~ fountai1l. On the bare floor or on soft 
can>et, friends gather and discu.ss_politics, transact business 
and fol"ll matches. Here in the cof fee house, Kri?:lchak, larait~ 
and ·Tartar aeet OJl CODDOD groll.lld, sit alld sip the black .coffee 
bi t by bit > usi~ the smallest a.moot of Sl:J€8r ~i.Jlable, bep
i ~ it on tip of .the to!,lgU.e. lith t he ti.Jliest bit ef s~r 011. 
t ee tOllc,:l"U.e, the Kri.cbak: can drill from one t o teJl cups of coffee 
a -:d. t hell baTing sae still left ill his mouth to throw away. 

Here ill the coffee house, t he po,r as Ye'll as the rich 
Krimcbal: sita o the floor with foldeci legs, lib his Tartar 
ueio~oor and l istens with the greatas ~ru.ess to the •orld 
nell'S told by oae of the more educeted hslams, who can read the 
uewspape.r. a.re too. tlte atmos-o!tere is filled with tha fng
ra:iee of roasted eoffee, blawlea with the odors of the Sbesnl it 
fat. f'Q'iag just ov.ts:de of Ute coffee house. ill sorts of 
melodious T01c:es of the street peddlen aeili:ag Turkish cudy 
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cooked corn and buzzah, tear in through the open windows of 
t he coffee house, making the place a perfect aelight to the 
simple mallllered Krimohalr. :i 

Oae of the interesti~ f•cts of' the Krim k social 
life, is the manner iu which they go calliag on oue auother. 
When a Krimcbak goes ealli~ on a friend, tlie whole amil:v goes 
along with him, and the call or visit is uot of such short dur
ation as ours, not even as the longest of our visits, but lasts 
from two to five days if uot more. Surely this grand quality 
of hospitality marks them more distinctly tbau auy other of their 
virtues, as the true descendants of Abraham andCto theJgrand 
chil dren of ancient Israel. 

Tm most favorite of Krimchak dishes are the famous 
Tartar Sbashliks, Yantochs and Tchebereks. Shashliks are fat 
square bits of fresh mutton pierced through and arranged on a 
five inch wooden stick which is thrown into a greasy pan of 
boiling fat and cooked Ulltil the meat is turned crisp. Sbashliks 
to the Krimcbaks are like pork or lamb chops to the American, 
readi ly made and thoroughly enjoyed with green vegetables , onions, 
lettuce and PJlreley. 

Yantochs resemble our modern Amerilcan meat pies, with 
some ·variations. An original Krimcbak Yantoch is a l:irge pie ., · 
f illed with chopped potatoes, onions, lamb or mutton, friea iu . 
grease until the extraordinarJ heavy dough walls of llr. Yantoch 
get nice and brown. As a rule the Yantoch is uot an everyday 
affair, it is oD.1.y on Fridays that t he good wives of t he Krimcbaks 
make them and carry them to thei r husbands' shops every Friday 
morning,. when all busim ss is laid aside and with legs folded under 
t hem ana with both bands clinched to t he warm juicy oozing pie, 
the poor Yantoch is eagerly devoured. 

Tchebereks are lar~ half-moon shaped meat pies filled 
wi th raw meat finely ground together with g'!een onions and lots 
of parsley and pepper, fried in boiling dish of fat and eaten 
while still hot, right from the frying pan. 

Very little white bread is eaten by the Krimcbak, They 
prefer the fresh ''Pete" a sort of soft cake, made of plain rye 
aough mixed with brand and sprinkled with:. brand on both sides 
and baked on a bare oven. Pete can easily be split while still 
hot, and inserted with a ehashlik or two Iorming a sort of hot 
meat sandwich, which the Krimobak, as the Tartar, enjoys immense
ly. 

Soup never appears on the table of a Krimchak, in fact 
none of the-elegant dishes of the Polish and Lithuanian Jew, are 
to be found in the din~ room of the Cri~ an Jen. lot even the 
traditional Sabbath delicacies like "K~:r" and Zimes, Pucha or 
Gefillte Fish." !s a rule their food is vecy plain and simple 
as is their dress. To be sure, it is almos t too plain. for evezy-

1 thi ng is fried in fat and boiled in grease, but they eat lots of 
vegetables and are veey fpnd of fruits and nuts, ana while they 
do not know how to make fancy' cakes and tasty salads, their fruit 
preserves are the finest, best and most delicious imaginable. 
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Coffee and buzzah are the most favorite drinks of 
the Krimcbaks. f 

Buzzah i s a sort of soft drink made of 1a1td cooked 
with S!l,g8r. It is sold on the streets of Karasu zar and 
Baktsch1ssarai r for a peimy a glassful. But the ·imcbaks are 
very fond of nae as well, which they usually make 1hemselves 
in th9ir homes, of those world famous Sudack grapef1 of the 
splendid Ori'lnean vineyards. 

Coffee is sened black without milk in i 1t . Bach cup 
of coffee is cooked se~ratelv in a clean bright little copper 
coffee pot made for that special purpose. lhen left stand1~ 
for a momellt after the cofiee is poured from the p,ot into the 
cup to cool off a little, a thick one iJlch layer o:f coffee 
seaiment is usuallY fomid on the bottom of the cup . That is 
how the Krimcbaks like to prepare their most favorite social 
drillk at the coffee house and at home. 

The Krimcbaks dress just like the Tartars on the Pell
insula,(and had it :aot been for the fact that they look like 
Jews, one could 1tever tell them apart.) Both men s,nd women wear the 
national garbs of the Tartar people. 'The men wear Turkish caps 
either ma.de of red cloth like those worn by our Shriners, or of, · 
black fur karacul, which they wear all year round , summer as well 
as wiiiter. Their trousers look like bloomers. ex1tremel.y large 
and loose girdled about with a wide oriental girdle. ,heir coats 
are very long, made of thim cloth of a dull black color banging 
loose over tlie shoulders. Boots are never worn by the Krimcn.aks, 
but they wear sandels and sheep skin slippers of 'bright colors. 
Heavy woolen seeks are woru SWDL1er and winter and the oriental white 
knit cotto• cap never comes off their heads. It takes the place of 
the black satin Iarmolka of the Polish Chasi d. 

The womells' wardrobe is still more elaborate more pictur
esg_ue than that of themen. Their dresses are ma.de of very bright 
colors of floral desi~s, oriental in every respe,ct. They wea.f_llo 
stockings, but the wblte lillen bloomers come way down to the ankles 

- and cover eveIT inch of the leg. reaching down tc, the slipper. The 
slipper is made of either red or yellow Sophian l eather, nth g9ld 
and silver trimmings •. The skirts are rf.ther short but the wilte 
bloomers are extremelY long, a foot or .so lo~r then.the skirt. 
Strap.gely enough , a shawl 1s worn, not on the head or about the 
shoulders, as one would naturally suppose, but albout the waist in 
the back over the hips. 

The Krimcbak women are very fond of jewlecy, especial~ 
of small gbld chains , with which they dedorate their flat, bard 
red plush caps . They wear these and ot~r cha.ius around their 
necks, make ofacelets out of them and often attach them to their 
braids, just like the Gypsies. For the Kr~ucha.k: women like the 
Tartar women, are alwa{s wearing their hair madle up in Dumerous 
thin little braids, in ertwined with silk threadls and gold silver 
and copper <Oins. Somp especially, those who eLre blessed with 
abundant hair growth, make as maJIY as fifty to fJixty such braids, 
hangi ng don all over the back ana shoulders. ~rhe girls of ten , 
dye their hair in reddish paillt called "Kane" which has a very un-
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pleasant odor and makes the scalp very red and greasy, but it 
lends an extraordinar.t: polish ana luster to theoeaut· ul long 
ha ir of the Krimchak ue1dea. 

It is customary likewise among the women lks to P!3,int 
their finger nails with the same dye, and it is real remarkable 
how well they succeed in this queer manicuring stunt. Old and 
yotlllg paint their long .nails and revel in jewelery. Their belts 
are as a rule,~ made of sill.tlotll,inl.aid with precious stones, 
and so are their bracelets. Finger ri~s they seldom wear, but red 
beads are the delight of all women in Krimcbakdom. 

The WGmen as a rule do their own spinniag weaviDg and 
sewing as well as all the rest of their domestic work, and wliile 
working, and for that matter, even when they do not work, they 
cons tantly keep on chewii:ig sakiz, a sort of chewing gum, only it 
has not sweet taste to it. Thus the naive Krimcbai women, like the 
cows of Basbaa, chew the oud the whole blessed day to keep their 
teeth white and clean. 

The Krimchak women possess t he most luxuriant hair that 
can be found in any place among~ nee of people. The secret of 
the beauty, softness, length and duration ana preservation of the<~ 
ha ir, •1ies in the use of the so called KILL. Kill is a sort of • · 
natural soap of muddy color found in great abundance i~ the mount
ains in the vicinity of Be.ktschissarai, (my birthplace} and near 
ID.k:erman. It is a very soft stone which contains a certain amount 
of natural oil. It is used by all the Orimeans instead of soap. 
It melts like wax when it comes in contact with water, especially 
wi th sea water. 

Strange enough the Krimcbak women are very fond of smok
ing, and when all lhe housework is done . mother and daughtes, sit 
down in a circle upon the floor and puff t he •chubuckr a sort of 
Turkish smoking pipe with extremely long mouth-piece. The chewing 
of sakiz, t he smoking o1 the chubuck and the drinking of black coffee 
arf among t he principle cbaracterisitc luxuries of t fie typical oriQ.Il
tel life of the Krimchak ,women. By their habits, manners, looks and 
dress, one could never bel ieve himself ~hat these are da.ugh_ers of 
Judah, for while the men folks are getting Europeanized a littlei 
the women are still as oriental as ever. T.hey seem to be very sow 
in giving up old traditions , customs, dress, habits, manners and idea~ 
But t or that matter, women have always been more .BDCl:a.D conservative 

than men. A similar spectacle we witness in America, where t he men 
r i rrunig'I'!ints get Americanized sooner than the women, but l donot doubt 
~ that the same sloee!! given in the Amer ican case, may easily be 

applied to t~e Krimchak case, namely, that because the men folks get 
out int o the world. meet the street life, come in contact with exter
nal i nfl uences outside of home , while the wr· en folks mostly stay 
at home, doing houseworJ, taking care of t h children, etc. 1 a:Q.d 
consequently are slow in getting, in the one case, Europeanized, and 
in tt e other Americanized. 

Many of the Krimcbak women, like the, Karai t and Tartar 
women, go around open-breasted, i.e. the.Y do not button their wai sts 
or kimonas in the front. This holds gooa especially with old women, 
who wear.all sor~s of talis., charms and red beads about t heir 
necks , displ~ .on their bare chests. 49 



--OIDO PATTERN WOBKS;-Cincinnati, Ohio, eo.tuuaatioa_Slae&--

Chains and talismans, to keep away t he evil one, 
are worn very -extensively not onJ..y by the wanen but~the men 
folks as well, for the Ifrimchaks 1n the Southern pa of Russia 
ere almost as superstitious as the Rassidim in Nort rn ·Russia . 
When s omebody gets sick, they never consult a phvsic an, but 
use herbs , talisman and ablutio~s. They often lead e poor 
unfortunate patient · down t o the r iver, where they wash his face 
and then escort him,. not to his own home, but to the home of 
one of his friends, where he spends the first night. In addition 
t o t h.at, each one takes home a pitcher of r iver water for a 

' Segulah~ 

In case one t akes sick as a result of sudden fright, 
he is taken a mile or t wo outside of the cit1 limits, i~ laid 
upon the ground and a circle i s formed arouna him with a cane 
or dry brannh. Then seven woolen threads of ·different color 
are tied to the nearest tree in the vicini ty, also an earthen 
pot and a copper coin is buried on the place where the patient 
rested. 

In his book·"Abne Zikaron", Ababam Firkovich, the 
famous Karaite l eader , relates another instance which will 
help t o illustrate t he superstitious nature of our Krimchak 
brethern. He tells that when he entered their synagogue in 
Karasubasar, with the permission of the Russian Government, 
to excayate the walls of the same to look after old manuscripts, 
they were all frightened to death when he declared hi s mission, 
no one of them dared to ·come near the*Genizah~ because t hey 

were afraid of the Herem, t hat was put in hformer days upon the 
~Genizah~ So grea t was their fear and const ernation lest they 
bri ng down t he wrath of heaven upon them, that they even scared 
the wits out of the Russian policemen who were secured by Fir
kovich to open the~Genizah~ who refused to obe1 orders from 
their superiors to break the walls, l es t they aie instantly, as 
warned by the Krimchaks . · 

The Krimchak women are royally treated by their husbands' 
Pefect devotion marks tlie married l1f e of the Krimchak. A Krimcbak 
seldom if ever, applies for a divorce. A Krimchak never forsakes 
his wife and fami.cy. ·A Krimchak is never ·brought tocourt, charged 
with abusing his wife , or for that matter,· any one else . Loyal ty 
affecti.J)n and love , are t he great home virtues of t he Krimcbak. 
Especially are they particular with regards to courtesy t o old 
parents ·and grand-parents,~Whom they trea t with the ~eates ten
aerness, higliest consideration and deepes t sympathy. A Krimcbak 
will always rise in the presence of an old per son , offer his seat 
or assistance, always ready to serve the aged and venerable fellow 
brother. 

A strange thing about t he Krimchak women is the fact 
that they are as a rule, juoh taller than the lllen folks , and by 
far prettieB than t he men, just the 1everse of what we find among 
their Karaite neighbors . Among the Karaites , t he women are small
er and :µglier than the men. In fact many of the Karaite men are 
really handsome, while the women are s o ugly . that you crul d t ell 
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a Karaite woman if she were t he only one among a thiand 
other women of other nationalities. The Krimcbak men are 
not so loud in talk as are the Karaite women, who µally walk 
the streets in pairs of five or seven and talk so 1 ud that 
one can hear them all over town. There are not as y spinsters 
among t he Krimcbaks, neither . The Krimcbaks are very glaa to 
inter-marry with the Polish and Lithuanian Jews, but tlie latter , 
for some reason or other, are not so anxious as they are , to 
marry their daughters (to their men.) They rather look down upon 
the Krimchaks , and never care to ·associa te with them, fo~f)they 
consider them "socila inferiors", as do the German Jews the 
Russian Jews in America. 

I am glad to say t hat among these simple , God-fearing 
people there are no fallen women, which is I am sorry to say , 
t he casE in the North. Purity and chastity reign supreme in 
Krimchakdom. 

5.1 



.. 
-OHIO PATfERN WORKS, Gncinnati, Ohio, c-tiJI..U.Sllee&-. 

ECO~\OCICAl ASPECT 

OF ./ 

KRIL:.CHAK LIFE 

. . 



--OIDO PATTERN WORKS; -cincinnati, Ohio, Coaeinutioa Slleet-

ECONOMIC PHASE OF KRIMCHAK LIFE 

NUMBERS. 
It was iJ!1Possible for me to secure accurate 

statistics regardi~ the exact •umber of the Krimchaks 
in the Crimean Peniusu.la, on accoUllt of the present 
Europian conflict, but approximately, I should say, all 
in all they number in the neighborhood of about ten thousand 
souls. For the sake of clearness I shall state the approximate 
uumber of the Krimchaks according to cities and localities in 
which they live. 

Karasubazar ------0000 Souls 
Feudocia ------a>OO " 
Simferupol -----1000 " 
Yevpaturia ---- 600 " 
Sevestupol ------ 000 " 
Kertch ----------- 300 " 
Kelitupol -------- 100 " 
Stara-Krim -------- 130 " 
Yalta------------- 100 " 
Berdiansk ------- 100 " 
Alushta ------------ 25 " 
Baktschissarai 25 " 
lllsewhere about ~ n 

10 " 
Ia places where their number is too small to form a 

congregation of their owu, they generally affiliate themselves 
witli tlie Russo-Polish communities, but in cities where their 
number is sufficiently large, they form communities of their 
own and build synagogues according to their own taste, where 
they use their peculiar Sephardic Nusah, and worship according 
to their own manner. Thus in :&ktschissarai, where I was born · ' 
and raised, where their number is limited, not exceeding twenti
five souls, they belong to our Ashkenazic coumunity, ma.de up of 
Li thuania.n and Polish Jews, worship in the same synagogue and are 
buried in same cemeteey. Although I bave noticed many times, in 
our s~gogue, the Krimcbak worsliippers, especially the old meu 
among them, using in addition to the Ashke:nazic prayer book, used 
in our SYJU!,gogue, a Sephardic prayer book with Tartar translation. 
I also noticed them chanting their irayers ~uietlY as they do in 
their own syuag9gues. But in Fendo~ia and the like where their 
number is considerable\ they have se~ra~e organized eommunities, 
separate synagogues ann separate cemeteries 

• 
Occupation. 

The Krimchaks of Karasubazar as well as all the rest of 
them iu the Crimea, are mostly poor working men who live from the 
toil of their band and the' sweat of their orow. •~ of them are 
wine ~ers, some farmers, but the majority are plain cobblers, 
t~nners, tailors, cap makers and small merchants. There are no 
big cap1tal1sts among them. but th!§e are likewise no destitute 
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poor among them. They all manage to make a 'livi!}g and are 
satisfied with very li t tle. They are extremely honest in 
their business dealin~ and never take advantage~any
bod.v. High industrial skill they never attained ecause 
of their lack of modern education and proper indu rial 
training. The Krimchak has .none of that ambitio desire 
of making money that characterizes the Occidental ws, and 
strange enough he is often so indifferent to business chances 
tba.t the shrewd Polish and Lithuanian Jewish business man 
looks down with contempt upon the "ignorant sheep-headed" 
Krimchak. 

Habits. 

The reason for this strange indifference to weal th 
and material prosperi_ty, is un..doubtedly to be found in the 
simple habits of the Irrimchak life, whlch is a copy of the 
life of the Tartar people among whom the Krimchaks, hav .. 
been livingi in peace, Ior many generations and centuries. 
It i s a wel established fact, in Jewish history that the 

~ Jew easily ad91>ts himself to hi s environmentl and tha t is 
especially true with regard to the Krimchal who lives, acts, 
ana thiaks almost alike with the Tartar • 

. 
Simplicity, plainness and economy, the great out

standi~ virtue of t he Tartars, are true characteristics of 
the Krimchak as well. No costly furniture, no rich decorat
ions1, no Parisian. styles, no latest fads. In the home of 
the Arimchak, all the furniture one sees , is one lo• round 
table standing in t he center of the dining room, no chairs 
nor beds are used. All eating and sleeping i s done on the 
floor, covered with Turkish carpet. long benches are attached 

to the walls around the rooms on which many bright colored soft 
pillows are scattered a bout. 

Organizations. 

As we have already seen above , the largest Krimchak 
community is to be found 1n Kara.ssubazar; and oecause of i ts 
importance, I am going_ to give you a complete description of 
t he place and its inhabi tants . 

Karassubazar i s a very ancient city in the heart of 
the Crimean Peninsula, on the river K.arasu {Black Water). 
Thi s city is situated in a valley , l ike my own birthplace, 
Baktschissarai, surrounded by high mountains on every side. 
Karassubazar in the Crimea, 1s something like Fresno in Cali
fornia, when it comes to climate. It is the hottest piace in 
the Crimea in the summer, because the high mountains that 
surround it protect it from the cooling i ea br~ezes, and for 
that reason it is an excellent place f or vineyards , as is the 
Imperial Valley in California. 

~,rr The houses of Karassubazar are built of clay, like 
the( sort) of the 'I!artar habitants on t he Peninsula, lacking . 
tll tastes of architectural beauty. Like all Oriantal (houses)P"''lt PfJ6 
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I the walls of the houses are very thick, although the most 
of them are but two story(houses) and not o~ the ou;e, but .. v F•ftl 
even t he i nner partitions of the house are~made of wa s three 
feet deep. Every house is enclosed within high wall like a 
fortifiea city, and no one can get into t he house unl ss he is 
given permission to enter the arched gate of the cour ard first. 
The windows are very small and are usually barred with iron or 
wooden grating. Extensive balconies surround the house and flG'Rers 
of all linds (fee]) tlj.e court. Usually a well of :31>ring water is 
found in every bake yard, which is used for drinking and watering 
~u!l)oses . The gardens and flower beds surrounding the home of a 
Krimchak or a Tartar are often very beautiful, for the Krimcbak, 
like the Tartar is very fond of flowers. 

Our Krimchak co-religionists in Karrassubazar are well 
organized into four religious comrinmities, wi. th four handsome 
s~gogues . These synagogues are very old and the Karait Firkovitcb 
1r.ade good use of them wlien he exga:v:a ted some of thei r walls and 
discovered most valuable historic documents, which h~ sold t o the 
Royal Museum or Ermitazsh in St.Petersburg. 

Similar org'!iized Krimcbak communities are to be f ound in 
Stara-Krim i n Karch, Simferupol and Feudocia. In Feudocia t he . 
Krimchaks have two synagogpes , one of which is at least a thousand · 
years old, undoubtedly built by the Khaza.rs . Each cormnunit1 has. as 
a rule in addi tion to the synagogue, a Mikvah, usually adjoining 
the synagogue in the same court yard ,as i~ t he case in Bachtschlssarai. 
Karrassuoazar and Feudocia. The Krimcbaks have likewise the i r own 
ShoOfe~ Babb i s as well as the i r own Ohevrah Kadi shah. 

1\ames. 

It may be of interes t to note some of t he unusual names 
of the Krimcbaks . These names a re seldom, if ever, met wiith among 
the Northern Jews of (the Crimea1 Many of these names are found 
on the grave s tones of "&lek Jeoshapli.at" at ~fut- Kale and on the 
tomb stones of t he old cemet er ies at M.a.ngup- e. Sulacha t and • 
Karasuba2ar. But the most of th~m are still employed by the men 
and women of our Krimchak co-religionists of to-day. 

Women ' s Names . ~ 

Beyzah - Daughter of Bra.cha 

Gioreh - Daughter of Sina.n 

Surgalin - (Meani ng beloved) 

Gulph - (Meaning Rose) 

Eituli - (Meani ng Full Moon) 

Guhor -(Meaning Precious Stone) 

Tichter - (Meaning Gift} 
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Women ' s Names . 

Biklev - (Meaning Mistress) 

Akbichah - (Meaning White Beauty ) 

Kisigul - (Red Blos som) 

Parlok - Arzi - Beina - Khira -

Pursoni - Sha.rcha - Saltan - Arza - Manusbab -

Mshallah - Kaliah - Murrat - Eltunkiz - Mushak -
Kirzah - Duveleth - Rukhamah - Shunuch - Baltachin -

Saaduth - Archurufla - Pumia - Abigail - Beichn.ah -

P.neirah - Pumula - Mudath. 

Men ' s Names. 

Ba.bi - Son ofAzariah 

Bniyahn - Son of Issachar 

Daniel - ·son of Mikdashi 

Zsubabel - Son of Jacob 

Khukyah - Son of Chanuckah 

Hannaniah - Son of Abdiel 

Yokbai - Son of Joseph 

Joseph - Son of Gibadi 

Jacob - Son of Barniah 

Kudeth - Son of Joseph 

Simon Tov - Son of Nathan 

Azjiz - Son of Ashri el • 

Nissim - Son of Sbarvit 

Allench - Son of Monodh 

Ka.lba - Son of Eliahn 

Mira - Son of Zurki 
5.6 
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Men ' s Names. 

Mural - Son of Jeohyda 

Sava - Son of Euriel 

Schen - Son of Kheyi 

Schaltiel - Son of Elda.el 

Busra - Son of Ohaschiel 

Tukmish - Son of Bakshi 

Bukiran - Son of Isaac 

Shakuh - Son of Basuch 

Eimi - Son of Elisoph 

Khannuckah - Son of Mordechi 

Ma.kbmoo - Son of Judah 

Hillel - Son of Ephendi 

Aaron - Son of Hintha.h 

l achmoo - An.at - Achiah - Alani - Danielli - Acka -

Ravin - Adam _Bg-rzih - Mishel - F.achmani - Sha.rbat -

Adoniahu - Amrazsi ~ Alphasi - Kachula - Rmmuel - Rikmah 

Zadkiel - Zephaniah - Toshlon - ~iruk - Tava th - El.dad -

Shadna - Abyah - Adoniah - Or - Jahn~ Achituv - Shevniah

lashgari - Nakshon - Amnon - Salunan. 

Similar nemes are employed by t he Jews of'Der
hent t Tashkent , and Turkestan in the Caucasian region of the 
Russian lbpire, which points to the relationship of all Jews 
round about t he shores of t he Black Se coast . 

More modern names limited to the K.rimchaks of 
to-day only, are as follows -

Jacob Kalpaktschi - Nissim Mangupa.lu - Samuel 

Sa.san - Moses Bentovim - Nissim Kokos - Bachar Patikh -
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Asher Churbaza - Joseph Akhmatshet - Asher ABc irov -

Eliezer Shick - Hyyin Pei astaro - Eliah Zakh~z.ir -

Raphael I.abak - Ephraim Shor - Joseph Halevi - Aaron 

Hokohen - Akibba Mizrakhi - Abraham Ashkenazi - Joseph 

Hannukkah - Mordechi Purim - David Pessah 

As it can easily be seen, many of t hese names derive 
t heir origin from localities , like Mangupalu, counties like 

/~' Ashkenazi , history , like Pessah, and oojects, like Duveleth , 
which t hrow consiaerable light upon the hi story of the Crimean 
Jew. 

.. 
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POLITICAL ASPECT OF KRIMCH.A.K LIFE 

Politically the Krimchaks are just as bad off as t he 
rest. of the Russian Jewish supjects . _ Although history con
clus1ve;J.,y proves them to be tne earliest settlers on t he 
Peninsula, yet on account of their adherence to the Jewish 

.. 

fa ith, they a re debOM"ed from the r ight s of all .the other 
Ru~s ian non- Jewish subjects . The Kr1:nchaks bear the _yoke of 
Russian oppression with great courage and for ti tude of spirit . 
They do not even complain nor N\V "'-Mv~ agains t theirbi t t er l ot 
in tha t land of darkness . That is the characteris tic of the 
Kri ,!1chak, never to complain, but bear the yoke? since the M" Lord 
bes decreed i t upon Israel . The Kri ~cbaks li~e the Yemenite 
Jews , have a e-reat love for Zion, and l ook t orward to the rest or
ation of the Jewish Ki ngdom at Jerusalem. They are all Zionis ts, 
not poli t ical Zionists, but old tJPe Zionists who believe in • 
the miraculous deliverance of Israel through the Messiah. 

Ori~inally t hey were supposed to have possessed equal 
r i ght s with afl the other natives of t he Crimea , but througli 
t he vicious scheme of t lrn native Kara i tes , t hey were cuee. t ed 
out of their birthr ight . The old Krimchaks relate r that when 
t t!e Crjmea was conquered by the famous ~ Kather1ne,she 
granted t he Krimchaxs a "Schutz Brief, ~ s t as she did to t he 
other nationalities on t he Peninsula, but in 1836 when Nicholas 
1 was S!l)ected to visit t he Cr i lJlea, the Karaites who los t t heir 
irschijtz Brief" came to t he Krimcbaks and asked t hem to let them 
}.ave their "Schutz Brief" so tha t they, tba t is the Karai tes _ 
might request t he Czar some special privileges for t he Krimcbaks , .. 
whose fr1 neds they suddenly pretendea to be. The foolish Krim-
cliaks, not hav ing suspec'ted the Kara i etes evil designs, gave 

f e~ their "Schutz Brief" , which t he Karai tes falsified by in
ser ting instead of Krimchakim Yvreyron , which means to the Krim
che.k Hebrews - Karoimskim Yevreyam, which zpeans to the Karai te 
Jews and t hey never returned t he not e back t o the Krimchaks . 

When ~eror Nicholas ll finally visited the Crimea, 
the Governor - General of Southern. Russia, Prinz Michail Woronzav, 
undertook to restore and furnish in truely Oriental s tyl e, the 
old palace of the Kb.en ' s at Bachtschissara i, he entrus ted the 
necessary purchases to the Karaite merchant , Sinah Bobovitch, 
a man.of affairs, who bad ~usiness relati~ns.t.in 093::;: tantinople. 
Bobov1 tch went t o Corrs tant1nople and rece1ven durimg an audience 
wi th the Sultan, permiss ion to select what he needea from t he 
Sul tan ' s cas tles and warehouses. On hi s return to Bachtschi ss
arai, Bobovi tch al so had charge of fu1·nishing the palace t here . 

I 
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remainjng even a fter the Czar bad arrived. At that t ie 
a deputat ion of the Crimean Rabbinites , i.e . t he Krimc 's , 
Tiere also presented to t he Czar , and like t he other nat :ves 
vf t he Crimea, t hey subroi tted t heir pe ti t ion t ,o be relea d 
from military service . The Czar asked the delegates : "You 
bel i eve in the Ta lmud?" "Yes, your Majesty, we oeleive in it" ., 
t _e Krimcba.ks replied . "Then you must f urnish sol diers , " c urtly 
replied t he Czar . "You see, Bobovitch, t h.a t you. Karaites have 
:ione a very sensible t hing by cutting loose fr,om the Talmud, 
wuen did this bap)Jen?0 Thereu~on. Bobovitch rer. lied that ihe 
Karaites never had anything to ao wit1 t he Tatmua~ that their 
religion was much older than the J ewish reli .o-ion, th2.t ti e 
Kara1 tes had taken no -part i n persecuting and ,executing Jesus 
on t he cross. n " Can you prove it?" a sked t t e prince . 11Certainl· 
I ~s.n" replied Bobov itch. 

When subsequently in 1824 a society for history ~nd 
antiques was formed at Odessa, W'o'ronzov rememb,ered Bobovitch ' s 
promise . Bobovi tch had in the meantime been ,elected Chief 
11s.bbi of the Cr i mean Karaites , and co1!l!Ilisssion,ed his tutor, 
Fir kovi tch , who was lmown as s.n i nveteraste f o,e of Babbinisen 
t o furnish the necessary docunents provi ng t hie great age of 
Karai sm, giving h im in addition to trave l i ng e:q,ens es , a definite 
sa lary while occupied i n t his research work. He f urthermore 
pr oc:~red for Firkovi tch, an a uttoriza tion f rom the Russian 
liovernment t o collect all t he necessary record:s and hist0rical 
docll!.!lents atnoncr the Karai tes and t he Kri mchaks . Armed with 
t .e au~hority,5Firkovitch, travled throu~h the Crimea and took 
away f r om t he Kr imchaks whatever doc u. 1e1ns be deemed necessary . 
Af t er pl undering the Krimchaks , he fabricated manuscripts a na 
various epi tanhs, tampered with the dates of d,ocumen ts and 
interpol ated 't1e names of Crimean local i ties and Karaite person-
~ge6 1n many of t hem. Al l t h is was done in o:rder to represent 
t ue Karai tes in t he Crimea as a highly develo1ped ·~:ple, dwell_. 
i rg there s ince the time of the Assyrian King." Sha nesser in 
t .,e s event h century B.C. and to prove t ha t t ne F.abbinites,i.e. 
t ,e .Krimchaks owed all tbeir cult ure to t he Ka:tai tes . Extra
vagant and su!I)r is ing as t hese all eged facts s,eem nowadays, 
t .1ey nevertheless found credence at t hat time i n Russ ia. espec
iall y in Governmant circles. They paved the way for the t otal 
emancipation of t he K.ariaterin Russia. Thus t he Krimchaks who 
are t he real native Crimean Jews, were swindled out of their 
r igh ts by t ha t famous, or r a t her infamous forg13r, Abraham Fir
kovitch, with t he result t hat today they a r e subject to all t he 
res trictions a nd .disabilities of the Russian J,aw in general . 
They cannot deal with certain articles , t hey c~~nnot Iie admitted 
t o the schools a bove t he normlt]J; t l:ey cannot oc~upy any position 
in t he Government . They cannot be of ficers in the army and 
navy . They mus t pay extra taxes and must not live outs ide of 
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the pal of Jewish settlement , no t even in Yalto nor 
Sevas topol , except by spec ial permiss ion. The travel- ' 
or who comes to t he city of Sevastopol i s usually lead 
b~· tl:e guide to the "Brotskaye Kladt>eshtsche", i . e . 
t r:e brother ' s ce111et~ry, where thousands of men who fell 
in the Crimean War , ll854-56J have found their eternal 
rest . On that famous historical cemetery, there is a 
se~ra t e field sect asi de for t ~1e heroes oK Israel who 
died in that battle, many of them Krimcba.~s . Still the 
sa~e people who shed their blood and died~for their nat ive 
land as he roes on t he fi eld of battle are denied even the 
ri -ht of residence on the very spot they consecrated with 
~~e a t onement of their sacred martyr bl ood. Such i njust ice 
can only be perpetrated by a government like that of Russia . 
Fortunately, the Krimcbaks, on account of their backwardness , 
and stagnation in civilizat ion, tbev do not feel the in justice 
and persecution as keenly as the ~orthern Jews do . They are 
comparatively satisfied with conditions , t o an extent tha t 
the Govennor of the T.ieuridc(v , in hi s report to St .Petersbur~, 
states that t he Kri mchaks are a peaceful , satisiied, indust - -
rious , hon.est and straight forwara people . Her e is an actual • 
ca~e where ignorance is bli ss . 
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RKLIGIOUS ASPECT OF KRIMOHAK LIFE 

In The Synagogue. 

The most interesting phase of Krimchak life is un
doubtedly that which deals nth their religious customs and 
ceremonies. traditions and superstitioUs, oriental practices. 
For notwithstanding the fact that thei are true Raboinites in 
every respect and loyal sons of Israe and his Torah. neverthe-
less. in many of their customs they differ greatly from the 

rest of the Jews of the world. For instance when the Krimchaks 
gather to attend services at the synagogue. they do not enter 

I 

the house of worship until all the worsliippers arrive, when they 
enter in a body, ana as soon as they enter, they start the ser
vices at once. This is done in order to prevent people from 
"idle talk" in the "Holy Place" which is looked upon with the 
greatest respect by the Krimcbak. As soon as the Cantpr connnences 
reading.&. no one dares to whisper or even to turn around in his 
seat . ~he Cantor stands in the center of the synagogue on a high 
platform called Bimah. So does the Pabbi of the congre~tion 
occupy a seat on the Bimah not in Mizrah, as is the custom among 
the Polish and Lithuanian jews. All the prayers are read alter
nately, sentence after sentence bi the Cantor and congregat ion, in 
a chanti1:J,g sing- soll,g manner. Perfect ha.rmon1 exists in the syna
gogue between t he Cantor and congi:egation. The greatest respect is 
shown to the Piabbi and a spirit of fioliness fills the entire house 
of worship. And as they enter in a body, so do they also leave 
the synagogue in a bo~. No one is allowed to remain there to 
speak or gossip with his neighbor, so as not to desecrate the 
holy sanctum. 

Another interesting synago~ custom, is the manner in 
which they sell the porti ons of the Torahi Ere the Torah is read, 

on Satura.ays and holidays, the Sbamesh, Sexton) runs around the 
Bimah in great baste calling out in very oud voice, "Twenty Cents 
Maphter, Fifteen Cents, Shishi etc." The auction often continues 
from fifteen to thiryt ainutes. A Krimchak when called up to the 

, Torah, often makes such an offer, "Birtauch lki Immurta", 1. e. 
one chicken and two eggs. Stra~ enough, this they do not con
s~der idle talk i~ they synagogue, and tliey recite the procedure 
with great enthusiasm. 

/ 

Their Bab bi never preaches in the synagog:ue, but in week 
days. after laariv, i.e. evening services . (t hen.)they go to the 
home of the Babbi and listen to a learned discourse on the Talmud 
or Bible. 

In the s~gogue the wcaen do not occt py th6 same pews 
wi th the men folks, but are seated in a balcony se~rated by a 
wall and lace curtain. Although according to an old manuscript 
found in Royal Library in St. Petersb,m.rg in the past the men and 
women used to sit together in the Krimchak synagogue, even attend 
funerals together, wfiich is strictly forbidden today. 
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On the Holy-Days of New Year and Atonement Day, the Kriibaks 
read in adai tion to the usu.al prayers of the aay, many salms) po~M S 
which they chant in their peculiar Oriental Tartar sin song. 
Even the most serious prayer and supplications of the wliich 
are as a rule reci tad with tears ana loud noises and even wailing 
by our Orthodox brethern in Northemi Russia, are read with perfect 
composure, joy and harmony, as are the poems of tthe prayer books. 
All read or rather sing the verses and sentences in perfect uni
son, following the lqlj,zan or Cantor carefully, no one raising his 
voice above tlie neiglibors orr·· ., ,.,{\ wild shouts of Khasidic relieious 
enthusiasm as one em.counters in the synagogue of Northern Bussra. 

On Sabbath Eve . 

It is likewise the cus tom of the Krimchak to go to the 
Mikveh, i . e . (tbat is)bath housea every Friday afternoon and upon 
returning taste of every dish_prepared for the Sabbath meal 

"Toameyu ~im. Zoohoo~ 1.e. all who taste of it enjoy life, I.cries 
out the Krimchak, when arr iving home from the Mikvehr and the 
good wife comes forth end meets him with the delicacies for the 
Sabbath, which he tastes, blesses and is satisfied. 

· res, the Turkish bathouse in ~neral occupies a very 
important ~lace in the life of the Krimchak. len like them as do 
the women . It i s their ~eatest pleasure to spend a day in the 
beth house. Thar enjoy it as we ao g'!'and opera . The men folks 
while cooling off, in the fountain ball of t he bath hous~. eagerly1~1uy 
drinkt cups of Khaveh. Ca)black coffe~ and eating fruits . The 
pleasure with which they do it can not be descr1bed. a11W.L. With 
t he women folks, a bath day is a hiliday. ffhen they go to the 
bath house, they take along with them the best things to eatt cakes 
and preserves, wine and honey. They also dress in the fines~ cost
umes and put on all t heir jewelery, as though theJ were going to a 
ball . The rieh among them, have e~en music playli there for the 
enhancement of their great pleasure. 

u,o,, / Yfhen1 entering the s~gogue on Friday eve~. "The Song 
of Son~"-is recited by the entire congra~tion, read alternately 
by the Cantor and congra?.tion in the usual fashion of the Oriental 
S9phardic COD£1"8Ea~ion, singing the ver~es j.n •a sort of unifOl!IIl 
sing-song. on ~r1aays the-Kr rmcbaks give alm~ to lie ~oor and 
provide for their neecls, with food (and) coal and coin. The Krirncaaks 
are a very charitable and good- hearted people . They are always ready 
to help the pptrr br other wlio lost his way in life. Perfect harmony 
and brotherly sympathy exists between them, in joy BlD.d in s01Jrow, they 
are all one. 

The interior of a Krimchak synagogue 113 the same as that 
of a polish or Lithuanian Bill&gogµ.e . I t is very plain, no pictures 
no immages or decorations of any kind. The platform is in t he center . 
the ark in the Mi zrah and all the long.benches are facing it . The 
Krimchak synagogue like the Krimchak liome, is very clean and orderly, 
not a speck of dir t is to be found in the synagogue , and eveythi~Js 
always 1n its proper place. A spirit of reverence and worship f'il:ls 
the Krimcbak synagogue . 

ll,1 ,>~:>If ,. p c J,, • ~ > 
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As I remarked above, the Krimchaks are very devo e $ 1J 
to their religion. A Krimchak will never be converted t any 
other religion. He will never give up his .religion or 
outside of his faith. Still t he Krimchak i s no zealot 1 e the 
Polish and Lithuanian Jew, he does not care whether his b ther 
keeps or transgresses the la'W of Moses. He will never come up 
and rebuke the offender of the law and will never laugh or ria
icule him, or persecute him2 he just looks on calmly with perfect 
composure on the trans~essions ~oI his neighbor and pit ies t he 
poor f ellow who does not know aey better. 
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THE MABRIAGE C:EfilltONY 
I 

.Among the most interestin customs of all isolat d 
ancient Jewish sects are undoubtedlv their enga~ment and 
marriage ceremonies. The Krimcbal3'1ike the Plia sh Jews have 
very ancien~ matrimonial rites, which may inte est the modern 
Jew, for which reason I am going to describe some of them in 
detail. 

The engagement ceremony is considered by the Krimchak 
a strong and valid contract which is not to be easi~ broken It 
is a serious tie which ;s n~t to be lightl{ annulled. After the 
engage~ent ceremony, which is the same as hat of t he Orthodox 

\ 

Jew. The Bridegroom is supposed to call (uEon the bride as often 
as possi~le. He is_als9 oo~igeg. t9 send her .at least twenty cents 
every Friday, of which she is to dispose of in the following manner -
T~n cen~a for the bath h~use expe~se, six c~nts fo~ Kenah, a paint 
with which to dye her hair a~d ~int her nails! which is usually 
done at~ bath house • She 1s also to buy Sak1z, a sort of chewing 
g'!lID for-that same amount and finally for the rest of the four cents 
she is_ to ~uy soap and t;p the servant in t he bath house. In exc~ge 
for this h1gp amd expensive couttesy, the bride is to present the ' 
bridegroom WLth a Yantoch every Sabbath eve, that is a sort of meat 
pie for whi9h t h~ bridegroom must pay a few cents to the messenger 

boy who brings it to him, even though the boy be rich or Korab. 
-. 

Some of the Krimahaks marrr very young, often at the 
early age of thirteen or fourteen. The majority of them however, 
marry only when thE!Y feel that they are able to sµpport a family. 
Unlike the Polish ~ewt, the Krimcbak never forces n1s daughter to 
marry against her will or without &he~ consent. They l eave it to 
their cliildren to marry whom ever they wish, provided the party is 
in a position to support a wife and furnish her comforts. 

Tlie marraige ceremony always takes ,place earl.Yin the 
morning, while it is still dark, (before the breaking of aawn~ the 
people, {guJstsJ march on the stteet with music and dancing to the 
oriaegroom.s' home, whom they take out and escort to the brides' home 
in grand procession. But ere they en~r the house of the bride, they 
l eave the bri~9groom standing in the center of tlie yard, and they danw 
and jlJ!IlP wildly around him 1n a crcle. Next they enter the briae•s 

home, where they tam an hour or two until the bride completes her 
toilette. Part of the bride's toilette consists of paint1:t?,g h~r fore
head wi th white paint and decorating it with black painted drawings 
of blossoms and Ilowere, also of ,a1nting her• oheeks with gold 

fh
per of different designs. Then they lead the bride to the bride
oom1s home where the rejoicing is continued til:W daybr~ak, when 
ey are both, i.e. the bride and groom, led to the synagogue, but 

instead of a canopy as is the custom among us, they use a tali th, 
inste~d, which they spread over the heads of the couple and bring 
a chicken ..t and a rooster which are held by the best men, and 
swung around the heads of the ma.ming couple (for) seven times. Then 
these chickens are killed and the bridegroom is betrothed to his 
bride according to the ancient custom of Moses and Israel and the 
crowd returns to the bride's home. 
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The Bride is not allowed to leave her house a 
through the seven days of rejoicing'~ and no male is allo ed 
to approach her r oom. The bride~oom is the only one wh is 
allowed to enter her room and that for the first night o • 
All through the seven days of rejoicing, the bride spends in 
a soft and comfortable bed, which11sheltered by curtains and 
sheets so that no1118n might peep into it. Thls bridal bed is 
known as the 11Hupah", a tenn altogether differently applied 
by us today. 

Another interesting cus tom among the Krimcbaks is 
the way i n which the bridegroom is lead to the bath house on 
the weading day . It is the duty of t he bridegroom to invite 
all his bachelor fr iends to his home , treat tliem wi th win~ 
and cake and then ) e (is, lead lzy them to the Mikveh or bath house 
in triumphant procession. Upon their arrival at t he ha.th house, 
a sort oI auction colllloences at once , on the honor of undressing 
the bridegroom. "I offer alti kupek'' , i . e. six cents for t he 
privile~ of removing the bride~oom' s coatl"- e~lains one 

bidder - I offer oon li:upek , i ~e . ten cents tba.t the coat should 
not be remov.~ed," cr ies another . This peculiar auction continues 
continues.,fo about two or three hours straight, until t he poor 
fellow is fin ly undressed in peace. But tna t is not al 1, the 
poor Hathan is'not througl:f1yet, for as soon as he is undressed, 
a new offer is made by one of his young friends who gets up and 
calls out on top of his voice, "I promise a dollar for the priv
ile~ of washing the brid~groom's bead with soap ." "And I of fet 
two dollars that the bride~oom' s head be not washed by you, " 
follows andther friend, amid shrieks of joy. The same comical 
procedure takes place when t he Hatha.n is ready to dress again. 
The bridegroom is often kept for hours in the bath house . 

It is likewise cus tomary among t he Krimcbeks for the 
bride to b~ing all her dresses ana jewelery to the bridegroom's · . , 
home, where~tfiey a re hung on all t he walls for display so that 
everybody might see their weal th and beauty. This is done a darr 
before, or on the day of marriage . All gold and silver jewelery, 
particularly the Turkish coins, without which no marria~ gifts 

are complete, are put into a large silver tray.and a jewel ery 
expert is called to announe their worth. After the expert's op
inion is giv.en, t he tray is carried around and the honest opinion 
of every one in the house i s solici ted, to make an estimatiqn on 
same. Every one is entitled to estimate them according to his 
individual judgement. Then the marria~ contract is written1 and 
in thiar Kethuoah are mentioned and carefully enumerated all the 
articles of ~ods and property, clothing and jevlery, which the 
bride bad at t he time of here marriage, as well 'ks their price. 
This contract is signed by all the people in the house . Often 
times tbafe ari as many as twenty or twenty five signatures on a 
single Kethubah. 
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EDUCATI ONAL ASPECT OF KRIMCHAK LIFE 

Liberal education among the Krimchaks is scarce. 
The most . of them do not know more than to speak the Tartar 
and read the Hebrew. Western culture bas not taken hold, as 
yet, of the Krimchaks . The Krimch.ak knows nothing about the 
6reat movements that transpire i n our times . He lives in a 
worl~ of his own , circumscribed and limited to his daily needs 
a~d w~nts. There are no professi-0ncl IBen among them, not a 
one. They are all plain, common satisfied worlfang men, who 
trust i n God, and manage to ge t a long without our so- called 
modern cul t urc . 

Schools. 

Their schools are of very ancient type, modeled after 
t ne Tartar MEDRASH . The teacher,who hs.s no knowledge of ped
agogy, sits in the center of the school r oom, which is usually 
in li1s O\VIl home, ~nd the pupils sit in a half circle around him 
on the bere floor, reading , reciting and ch.anting in one voice, 
the prayer book or the biole . So loud is the •oise they make , 
that it reminds one of t he ... Gemorah''melodies of a Li thua.nian Ye sh.;. 
i beh on a(genial) swmner night ."'" All the children l earn · at school , 
is to ree.a. Hebrew s11.v.~r,""1-J also ~o translate the Bible, but nothln_:; 
else is taught at a Krimchak school. 

• 
The same general curiculum is followed . the same disorder 

and leek of sys tem 1s prevailing in the Kri mcbak school , as we 
find in the average Polish"HederZ' No grammar, nor writ ing . neithe r 
Russian nor Tartar ere ta~ht . Usually the children quit school 
at the age of thirteen and then t h~y are ta~bt a trade . There . 
are no"silken_young men" among them, as you f md among the "Hesid.im· 
in Poland. Every Kirmchak boy knows a trade. 

The Krimch.&k school exists only for the(partiel) education 
of the boys, but not for the ·girls. The girls never go to school 
a t all . They have no trades, but stay home and learn domestic 
science •. . Thus the women are much lower in the scale of education 
than the men. They are absolutely ignorant of what is goi ng on in 
the world. They are in the full sense of the term, illiterate. 
They aannot even read· the Hebrew prayer book. But unlike the Kar
aite and Tarter women, they are not kept like prisoners , lokked up 
in t heir homes , bnt are allowed t o ap~ear on the streets , whenever 
they feel like it, and that without veil~(or ) white sheets or covers. 

The Krimehak women are vecy devot ed to their husbands and are ex
cellent house keepers. They do fine beaded (work,an~ lmitted w9rk 
and are cranks when it canes to neatness and cleanliness. It 1s 
true, they 1»ve to gossip, but they cannot help that, why , they 
&re only women after all. 

Of late some of the young men af the weelthier Krimchaks , 
commenced to show interst in modern knowledge, but their modern 
training does not go any further than that of reading modarn Heb

rew literature and Russ ian newspepers • .Man.y of the Krimchek youths 
have of late also made some important changes in their outward 

tf~E i/.AMASMiO'~~ 

' 
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appearnace for they are getting to be Europeanized. The are 
slowly abandoning the national and native Tartar style o ►dress 
and costume and are putting on white collars and tailore suits 
aft er the latest Parisian style. But nots~th t he you.J?.g men, 
they do not seem t o have the least desire to change and get civ
ilized. 

Great Men. 

Fr~m numerous i nsrcipt ions found on old'"Torah'' cases 
in Karasubasar , from countless epita~hs on ancient monuments 
found in t he old cemetery at Ohuiut-Kale and f rom the many learned 
books and parchments found in the Krimcbak "Genizah" by Firkovich, 
we may secure ly conclude that, in the ~st, there must have been 
a gooa many grea t me.n among the Krimchaks. True it is, t he names 
of t hese great scholars that are known to us, are not always type
ical).,y Or1mena in origin, but what of it, that simply goes to prove 

r_,;' f" • theory, t hat the Krimchaks are made up of Jewish exiles f rom 
' many lanas. Thus we find the name of a great Babbi $babthai Dani-

alo, whichis Italian, on the cemetery of Uhufut-Kale dated 900 A. D. 
and the name of another g'!:'~at Babbi called Moses Ashkenazi, mentioned , 
in the "Haznio" dated 1560, which betrays his German origin. While 
in the same. "Haznio'l..a.nl ancient Krimcbak prayer book, t lie name of 
a Rabbi Chandli is given, which points to its Turkish origin. 

Among the formost great men of t he Crimean Jews of the 
past, the following may be mentioned as they are found in docu

ment s , books and on monuments in the cemetery of Bachtschuasai, 
Karasuba~r and Mangup. 

--
Abraham, the Crimean who wrote the book 
"Sepbath lhetb11 1357. 

Moses t he Exiled, who wrote the book called 
"Ozar Nekmod" of Kiev, 1448 

Isaac Pamyuto. 

Jeremiah Banin , 

Moses Mevorach, author of many poems used 
by the Krimcbaks to this very day. 1598 

Moses Kak9tl, 1548 upon whom is was saio. -
"From Moees to Moses, there never arose a ma..n 
like unto Moses." · 

David IachW1716, who wrote the "Baznio" 
He is likewise the author of the book 
"Kishkan David". 

Abraham Shachi, auth~r of a book called 
"Sechel Tov." 
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Moses Bachshi - 1724 

The biographical material on the lives of these 
great(Krimchak)leaders that covers a period of almost nine 
cent uries, i s ver1 scant. Their books have either been lost 
or destroyed, all we know about them is thei r names as we find 
them inscribed on monuments that have been unearthed and still 
are being discovered on the Crimean Peninsula. 

The Krimcbaks themselves are unfortunately, a 'people 
who have little use for antiquities and have no conception of 
the historical value of data or important ancient manuscripts. 
Firkovich for that reason bad no difficulty in getting al l tm 
historical material ther possessed, but according to modern 
historians , he so fals ified the material he obtained from the 
Krimchaks, in order to prove his own false theories, t hat it is 
a very Ri sl'Y thing for us to depend upon or draw conclusi--0ns 
from the material he bas to offer on this matter. For that 
reason we must limit our research in this field, t o the great 
men among the Krimchaks who are nearer to our own ti.mes , about 
whom we know wi th certainty of t hei r workt,deeds and lives, 
which hel ped t o shape,mold and influenece the I.rimchak life of 
t o-day . Foremost among t hese men, s tands out the great 
personali t~ of the Gapn Hayyin Hezekiah Medini , better known 
as "The H.ahqra,~0hief Babbi At Karasubazar. • 
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THE HARAM 

His Life And Works 

The Gc:(on Hayyin Hezekiah Medini, was born at 
Jerusalem in the year 1833 t o very pious and noble parent~A ~ 
of good old Frankish familY, (who were) exiled from S~in, · l't4>1 wl? 
four hundred years ago. His father Rabbi Raphael Medini, 
who was a great talmudic scholar, taught the boy Hebre~? 
Bible and talmud, and at a very earlv age the great genius 
of the boy was discovered by his fa ther and teachers . He 
showed wonderful power of memory and deep insight into the 
teachings of the ancient Babbis. So profound was his know
ledge of the law, that he was granted "Semicba" i . e. ordination, 
at the age of thirteen. · 

Al though young Midini had ••w• permiss ion to assume 
charge of a congregation as full fledged Piabbi, neverthe·less , 
he preffered to stay in the "Beth Hamidrash" and study, oo as 
to add knowledge ana to gain more wisdom in the "Law of God". 
Unfortunately in 1853, his father died, leaving a large family 
without any means of support and this young prodegy was obli~ed 
to listen to the persuasions of his friends, the great Palestin
ian Piabbis, .who urged him to leave the"halls of tlie Torah~ and 
enter the actual pracitical ministry. In the same year , at the 
age of t wenty, Hayyin Hezi kiah Medini , acceQted a call and be
came Rabbi of the-Frankish Congregation at Oonstantinopie .· 

Her~ in Constantinople he made a great many f riends, for 
everybody admired his beaut1Iul character. He als o secu~ed many 
students who remained his life long frimds, who looked up to 
him a.nd honored him as a "Man of God0 • For from his very youth, 
the Haham was not only brilliant in letters, but i n character as 
well. He was true to the oetae, unselfish, unassuming, plain 
and meek;good and kind to all. The nobility of his soil. attracted 
all people to him, like a magnettand his kingly appearnace made · 
Jew as well as Gentile respect him. 

So rapid did his fame~ grow and so ftE.~gizant his go-0d name 
. tha t after serving Constantinople Communit~r a term of thir

teen years in the capacity of a "Dayon", i.e. as member of a 
Rabbinical Cpurt Of Justice, he received and accepted a call from 
the largest Krimcbak Community in t he Cr imea•,Ifossia,. namely tha t 
of Karasubazar. 

Karasubazar, as I alreadv stated in a previous chapter, 
t ontains the largest number of Krimchaks in the world. There are 
fully eight hundred Krimchake families in it. but almost all of 
them are uneducated, a lmos t ignorant , tar tart-like Jewish people . 
When Rabbi Medini arrived to take char~ of his ~ew COJllllluntty, he 
was greatly alarmed at the terrible conditions ptevailing among 
them. He never saw such a cong;-egation before; Jeri who know 
no Judaism, Jews Jho grow up without the l east knowledge of the 
Bible and especially t he Talmud. Jews who do not study the law. 
He took pity on them, for they were willing to learn, and he 
settled aown to the task of eautatiing and elevating these poor 
simple hearted good people1 
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feeling that this was a chance:'an opportunity to save a w~e 
community in Israel from religious de~neracy and perhaps rom 
an\ ultimate religious (destruction.) Like a true Pastor, he at 
once ,commenced tlie work of ''feeding t he hungry sheep1! by es b
lishing a Jeshibah" or Hebrew Acaderror, under his personals p-

~~~!i~~~ i~st~~~r~!~ninw~ibii~~d~:~sT~im~at~~rl.a~~~~ m~~ $¥8j6fTJ 
himself delivered the lectures and conducted classes for more 
than thiryt- three years, with the result that to-day the Krim
cbaks and not the Polish and Lithuanian Jews in the Crimea, are 
the mos t l earned in the law 1 and ~ most proficient in Judaism • . 
He practically transformed tne I• of the Krimchak Community, LIFe 
ra i sing it to a level that it has never reached before . To-day 
one finds ~eat Talmudic scholars among them, men of profound 
learning and piety and all of t hem witliout exception, are the 
st udents that he raised in less than half a century. His inf l uence 
on the Krimchaks has undoubtedly been the greates;t,1n their his-
tory, for be not only taught them the law and educated them in 
Hebrew, but he also organized them into a solid body and mwmm••i:tJ 
demented them into a concrete unit, es they have never been before . 
Re did away with a great many of their supers titions and pointed 
out a new way for t liem to walk() i n~t he way of the Torah. 

He, too mor e than any other man, was ins trumental in 
bringing~before tne public eye, and was the first to present them 
to tlie great Jewish world, through his numerous books, in a new 
light, 1n the true light as " good, dear and holy people ." 
The Krimchaks were little known ere the Baham came to dwell in 
their midst and even to those few to whom they were known, they 
were known as an ignorant, wild and degraded sect or tribe whith whom 
no one cared to associate. The)Iah.e.m was the firs t to discover the 
nobility of their souls and t he beauty of t heir naive faith in God. 
He lovea them and looked upon them as his children, and with a 
fa ther 's care he trained, fostered and sheltered them from all 
evil. He never missed an opportunity from dispelling the myth of 
obscurity that hung over them all those centuries up to the time 
of his arrival as leader among them. He certain;cy was a leader, 
~ true spiritual guide who reclaimed a whole isolated family to the 
house of Israel . 

The respect and love that existed between t he Baham and 
hi s flock can ozµy be described QY th~ love and devotion e;isting 
be tween the•wonder Rabbi-, tThe ZadikJ and bis followers, (The 
BassidimJ. The Krimcbaks looked upon him as a God. They actually 
worshipped the ground he walked(u~li. On every important matter 
the Baham was consultei and his aavise was invariably taken. A 
Krimcbak never bro~ht suit against his fellow Jew~in any but the 
court of justice of his Baham. The Haham's decision was·al ways 
final and always obeved. No Krimcbakl would date to violate or even 
contradict the Ha.ham,s commands . 

The Haham ' s influence extended not only over the Krim
chaks at Karassubazar, but all over the Crimean Peninsula, and 

not only over Krimchaks aloni, but over all Polish and Lithuanian 
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Jewish communi t ies in the Crimea. All Rabbis and Shochtim • 
referred to him for advise , instruction and gµidance in tigs 
too difficult to be decided by themselves. All over the imea, 
even the litt le children knew who the Baham was. He wa~ alled 
Habam becausf11Rthe first ini t ial s of hi s name which equal' ham~' 
name1,y,Hayyin Hezekiah Medini. He reminded one of tlie days of 
the Judges in- Israel , ½or he actually judged Crimean Israel for 
thiryt-three years, and""his d8s Israel lived in peace i n the 
Crimea. So great was the trus1 and eonfidence of the people in 
him, that t hey would a:1-J.s abide by his decision. He settled 
many quarrels in diffi communities and restored peace and 
harmony in many a house in Israel . In fact.his counsel was 
sought even QY leading Piabbis from all parts of t he new and the 
old world~ For the tliirty-three years he Sf,ent i n Karassubazar. 
he never wasted a single. minute , but h~ worKed day and night, for 
the sake of his people;and it is really remarkable what a grea t 
man of his type . can do, for inspite of t he fact that he is the 
mos t prolific writer of'Teshubot h• of our day, le f ound time,in 
addition. t o writing numerous books . alos to attend to a ' thousand 
and one things, which no ordinary man coul d possibly do. For 
ins tance, to care for the widow t he orphan, t he poor, the shnorrer s, 
to reply to thousands of •Sbaaloth~ i.e. Babbinical inquiries, not 
only those of his immediate cor.ununity, byt f rom all over the world. 
He was often asked by people to pray for the ir sick or entrusted 
wi th sums of money to aistr:hbute among- tbe.. poor. Rsuecialli ~ was he 
constantly occupied with giving out c~rt1f i~ates oY.t;enucna~a# 
and~Kabalah" to Piabbis and Schochtim from all over cre~jon. Every 
author of some new book was sure to come to him to ask him ·for 
hisrHaskamah' and tbe good hearted man .who could not refuse anybody, 
thus worked ceaselssly and untiringl y to t he very day he left 
Russia. 

The loveableness of the Gcton ' s character is hard to 
descibe . Such types as he represents are very soarde,indeed,in 
our days . He was a r eal~Zadik~ a man who lived a life of sacrifice, 

vif E a life of @04~\ a life of usefulness. All his interest i n the 
'Torah''and i n his people, I srael

1
was of t he disinterested kind,

' Lisbmoh: He batea money. Re n.ated honor. He ~espised evil. Hi s 
monthly salary amounted only to Forty Rubels, ($20. 00) and out 
of that amount he gave about half to the poor . He never would 

, 1 accept a gift or present 1 not even at his daughter' s wedding. He 
Pys refused to retain a('Pl=OOl1sea) gain f rom the puol1catioµ of his own 

books . On the contrary he made weekly contributions out of his 
own pocket to the publication fund of his books . He would prefer 
sending his books to poor but learned people, almost free of 
charge, rather than to rich, who ce.11tpalt the pri ce, but who ceJti.P 
not make use of them" He used t o say, ' I want i books to be 
read, not merely sol d." He had the greatestr e~pe t for the humble 
laboring man ana all his t hr ee daughters ma.rriea aboring men. 
One r.iarried a cobbler. the other a tanner and the third a cap- -
maker. The fromer two are still living in Karassubazar and the 
las t one is residing in Pheodicia. But the Babam' s sons-in-law 
in addition to being breag earners, are likewise great scholars, 
his 2wn pupils, whom he reared and a1t, .,, .. his J esliibah ,ii'J. Kara
subazar. 
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The Baham left no sons . His only son, who was a 
very promising, brilliant boy, died at a very early age, which 
rede t l1e IL.ham very sad, but he accepted it submissively from 
tle hand of God, since .ths. t was Hie wi l l. But in order to pe 
petuate hi s name, which• a great L~izvah" , he under took the pub 
lication of t hat gigant ic work known as the "Sade Hemed". He 
l i kewise donated roany books to Yeshi boths, bearing his name and 
¢-ve every cent he bad to"Zed&kah, " for .t he sal!le reason , in order 
io redeem his soul from that frea.t punishment of eyi ng without 
leaving ~ son to peq>etuate his ne.me. which he naively believed 
1it.S on account of hi s sins. 

The &ham hated honor. He never cared for publicity • 
.le r efused ,a.~in and again, to accept calls from many lar~e com
m~i ties who offered him a lar~r salary. He f elt he cou1.d 
serve the Krimchaks best . He ,uiew they needed him most. 3e 
c~red ! or the service he could render . not for the pay and honor 
.·,hi ch he de~ ised. He understood that by his education, his 
sJI_llpathies, bis Oriental ways and manners by his Sephardic and 
PG.lestini&n ori gin, that by these unique ai. d peculiar character -
istics, he was especially f i tted for t~e Krimchakf coml]unity, 

-.,1horl! he actual ly did resurrect to life again. after centuries of 
obscurity . ignorance and illiteracy . He always avoided notoriety 
~:1d 1.11Len he :Qublished his famous book on Talmudic studies, callea 
"Or- Li", he failed to affix his na,ne to it . In vain was he assiale:l 
1y the Babb is of Poland and Lithuania for ..e-t having published 

tl.e 11Sedeh Hamed" without their "Haakomoth0
• for it was not out of 

ln-'!"o~nce a.nd i ndependence on his s i de, but quite t t e con t r~r , he 
• wanted to avoid "QUblisb ing on hi s boolcs the titles and honorary 

rrnes which the Hc,~kC11Ilah granters usu.ally as~ribe to an anthar of 
:1i s rank. 

T~e Baham was the most highly ethical man I know of . 
..te was ethics personified . Be' ran away"from honor . He loved t he 
~ood , the right. the true and had a supreme passion f or j us tice . 
~e l oved peace and pursued it . Especi ally was he considerate about 
t.e fee lings of others . He never commanded, but per suaded in the 
most pleasant terms of the true peace maker and as a rul~ , people 
,~re moved by his words of wisdom and followed hi s adv i se end 
instr uctions . So great was t he power of his angelic personality , 
ti at {some) people would not dare to devia. te from the course, and 
advise he urged them to follow, lest the vrr~th of heaven descend 
l!QOD them. He was obeyed thr ough love anVfe~r as the ancient 
''1:an of God" in Isreal . He was a many- sided man, his pie ty di d 
pot interefere with hi s deep sympathies, for everyt hing Jewish . 
.ie gladly joined all move nents teat tended toward t he uplift and 
independence of his beloved peo~le . He was truely pr ouil of bis 
race . He was one of tbe f i rst Hovave Zion" and even favored tLe 
modern Zionistic movement. Re bo~ht Shekalim and dons.tad ffiUah 
mone toward the national fund. Iii short everythin Jewi sh was 
cf t .1e gree.tes concern to him, be it of whatever character,' it 
IllE.J, he was always r eady to suppcrt and encourage movewents that 
tended towards the betteIT.ent and ~pliftement ~¥ his holi~people. 
For that reason the Haha.m i s one or t he few men in l srae~~to- fuly 
who i s hoJored and loved bj all Jews the world over . 
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The Habam oommended the respect not only of his co

religionist, but strangely enough, of people outsiae of hi s faith 
as well. The Turks in Palestine , the Tartars in t he Crinea consi 
ered him a. "Holy Man" whom they greatly respec ted . For not only ' 
his i nner character, the beauty of his soul, but his outer appear 
ance as well , greatly impressea people of all nationalit ies, comma~ 

ing t he respect and admlration of this saintly man. Hi s ~nderful 
c~l m. pale , wise good countenacne , hi s long gray beard, his Turki sh 
turban and medieval gabardine added to t he kingly dignity of hi s 
=-enera l behavior - impelled all IIl#Il to respect, revere and honor 
hi s ma jestic personality . Even t he Russian Governmental Authorities 
neld him in high esteem, and when the Royal ·Order was issued in 
1886 to deport all foreigners out of Russ ia, he was allowed to re
main, thro~h t he intervention of governors , professors t hroughout 
tue l and of the Czar, in his behalf . · 

His passiona te love f or the- Holy Land equaled only tha t 
of J ehudah Halevi. He donsidered himself ·in exile all the thirty
three years he spent in Ka.rasubazar among the Krimchaks, and in all 
of bi s books published in Russia, he e?Cl'ressed in the warmest terms 
his deep desire and great longing for his dear Fatherl~nd. In his 
nreface to the fift h volume of tfie "Sedeh Hemed" he writes some 
very inspiring words concerning Jerusalem. He even wrote a number 
of poems tk t are full of yearning , hope and love for Jerusalem. 
The reasons for hi s longing for a return t o Palestine are mani fold . 
First , Palestine was hi s birthplace, it was the cradle of hi s ~ tion 
the center of the universe, the place where the "Schechinah" dwells . 
Second, because ther e b.e hoped t o co·ne in contact with great schoJ:ens 
~f hi s likin~. t her e he could sit and s t udy the"Torah" and write \ 

hi s grea t won rs , in ~eace . For in Karasubazar, he was too much occu 
pied with communal affairs connected with hi s of fice, so that he -
could neither study nor write as much as he wanted. In Palest ine , 
! 1e expected to retire from his active minister y and devote all his 
t ime to study and Talmudic research. 

At last in 1889, hi s heart ' s desire was fulfi l led, and 
ne returned Jto Jerusalem. The Kri mc~ks tried their very best to 
~eep him, at least per suade him to stay a few more years with them, 
but without avail. He was determi ned to leave the Crimea , although 

not without a sense of deep regre t , because he wa$ ver J. much 
a't tached to his communi ty, who saw in his departure , t tie loss of a 
grea t leader, the e~ual of whom t hey never had and perhaps shall 
never have aga in. '!he feeling of regret and sorr ow of his depart
ure, was ther fore mutual. I am sure, no Jewish l eader was ever 
given a warmer send.-off t han the Haham in 1889. '.Men, women and -
chi l dren mar ched aft er him, upon leaving the city of Karasubazar, 
wi th sad droopi ng heads aM gl oomy faces , as t heJl.gh the fathe~ of 
the community was leaving them orphaned, without any on~ to hel.p 
them in t heir difficulties and comfort them in their soProws . Peopl 
from all parts of the Crimea t urned out in large number s to meet 
him at the station as he passed by and thousands went as 
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far as Sebastopel to see him for the last time, whence he 
sailed on steamer to Constantinopl e. ld.v fathe r who was one 
of his great ·admirers and who too went to Sebastopel to bid 
him good-bye, told me he never saw a more touching scene in 
his life. 

Works of The Baham. 
The Baham is wi thout question the most prolific writ-

er of Halachic works of our age . He wrote more tba.n twenty vol
umes of remarkable Eabbinic studies, which place him in a class 
by himself and mark him as the most profollila scholar in Rabbinic 
law of our times . In t hem he exhib1 ts a most wonderful memory, 't,a 
t he keenest perception and deepest insight into the works and 
tpou;;hts of the ancie~t.:Rabbis of the Talmud. It may be said 
t~at he ca~ht the sp1r1t .of ~he Talmud as no one else bas done 
since the day of Moses Ma1mon1des . In fact, he · resembles Maimon-

/ 

ides in many ways, in style , in ease, in memory, in system and 
in order, and just as we stand in awe, ·and wonaer how one man 
could possibly have systemized the "Ha.l.acba" in such clear, easy 
logical and convenient fashion out of t hat awful Talmudic chaos -
into a gi~ntio work l ike that of the ttYad-Hacbazakah", so d.o we 
likewise stand in awe and wonder, when we consider the greatness 
of the almost impossible creation of t he Baba.m ' s stupendous l it
erary work of the "Sedeh Hamed" - an encyclopeditc collection of 
laws, decis~ons and r esponsa arranged in a_perf.i.C.t-alpbabetjQ order 
coverin& almost everyt"o#~~~*, quest ion of lite, treated halach1cally 
by the rorme r and lat ter Babois~this~very day . Such an under taking 
ivould be considered r emarkable enough haa it been the accomplish-
llent of a whole committe~ of editors consisting of a number of the \ 
most learned scholars, especially so when it is the result of just 
one man~"s brain! a man who, in aadi tion to book writing, bas hatl a 
thousand and one other things to attend t o,as communal leader , as 
:Rabbi of11arge congregations, as leader of his generation the 
world over. But it is an old story, what we ordinary men can not 
possibly even conceive of being accomplished, the genius does 
accomplish and does it well, too . Herein the greatness of ·our 
great lies . Our Gaon Hayyia Hezekiah Medini bas proved it to be 
true. He made the seemingly impossible, possible.and created a 
work which will remain a monument of glory for all ages to come, 

. even as is the work cal:IS Mishneh Torali''by the Bamba• • 
• 

. Still he was so meek and so humble that he would never 
admit that he had done anything so wonderful, and he often ins~ted 
that his friends cease praising hi~ works, s i nce they contain 
nothing profound, scholarly nor anythi ng original. For unlike the 
medieval s~_yle Baoonim, he refrained from''pilpuJ:and Tallludic spec
ulation. His mind was too logical, too straight to the point,- ! 
i:nagine, to follow thiir me!hods of Talmudic study. B.is system 
was almost scientific , clear.orderly~ direct and to tl!"e point. Be 
did not believe in"innovations~· and a.id not depend on his own 
learning and scholarshi~, he always leaned upon the ancients and 
decided cases of right and wrong according to their ideas and 
decisions in the past . He was neith~r a•Meki1-,™ahkmi~ he did 
not dare t o take the law in his own hands, but faithfully followed 
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the Bamba• E-nd the Gaonim of all ages past . ,, 
The Ha.ham published his f irst book call Miktab- , 

Le- Hezeki~h~ ~.ma in 1865. This book contains• his f irst 
Talmudic studies and responsa. Commenting QJL_thia~a 
literary wor k of t he Baham, the Gaon Beza,tVK.oban of Vilna, 
said "If I had not been aware of the fac t that the author of 
thi s book is living with us to-day, I would be apt to ascr ibe 
i t to one of tue•R1shonim~ 

A ,, In 18'74 he edited his second book at lm!lir, called 
r ·Or-Li. On this bookt wh ich treats similar subjects as the 

f irst, the author failed to write hi s name, but through his 
dedicat ory blessi ng to his new Karasubaza.r congre~tion, who 
helped him greatly in hi s publication, we recognize its author , 
alld love him the more f or his unassuming per sonality. 

"Pakuoth Sadeh" is the name of his third book of stud
ies in Talmudic Judaism, published at Jerusalem in 1900 , but the 
grandest of his works, the mos t tremendous task and accomplishmen t 
of his noble life , is reached in the publication of the eighteen 
volumes of thE; "Sed.eh Hemed" , Warsaw 1890-19,11. Thirteen out of 
these ei ght een volumes were published by the Hall.am during hi s 
life t ime, while the remaining'five volumes were edi ted-oy his 
faithful and devoted desciples . t~e brothers Mosew and Mayer, 
Pesah and Abraham Ashkenaz1. 

' In volume f ourteen, the publisher Joseph Zev i Lev, 

7 

pr ints the will of the Ha.ham, written thirty-four Jears prior to 
bis death. In it the Ha.ham makes some very interesting statemoots , 
but on account of the unusual length of his will, I shall be obliged 
to limit myself just to those parts which are most essential to my 
present task. For ins tance, Iie asks in his will, that his bod.y 
be washed i nside the house, not outside i n the yard, as is the cust
om among the Krimchaks . He also requests that his death notice in 
t ~e papers throughout the world, be orief, just stating "That the 
Rab.am, the author of the "Sedeh Hemed?.,,of Kalo Vida bad passed away , 
on such and such a day and his greatest wish, was that his friends 
upon hearing of his departure, study one chapter in the "Sedeh Hemed" 
for the benefit of his soul." 

He furthermore requests that no eulogies be made after 
his death and no preachers invited to publicly l ament the loss and 
,raise the life work of the deceased. On his tombstone, he requests 
that just the gollowing be written, without the addition of any 
titles whatsoever, "This is t he monmp.ent of Hayyin Hezekiah Meai:ui, 
son of Ka.lo Vida, (his lll.other1s name} who died on such and such a 
day , may hts soul rest in peace , and blessed be he •ho will study 
a chapter of Mishnah or read a psalm for the benefi"t of hi s soul." 
He likewise me,ntions in his will that no one be smoking in t he room 
where he gives up his ghost for seven days afterhis dea th. That 
many books be placed on the table in that room so that anyone who 
wishes to study for the peace of his spul'

11

"do so. 
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He even mentions in his will how much t he funeral direct1rs 
be paid for their work and, stran~ enough* he requests t 
his fine Sabbath clothes be sent back to Mrasubazar to t ' 
brothers Pesah and sold there, because in Palestine they 
would not be sold for as good a price. He furthermore adv s 
th.at each one of his pupils b!JY a piece of his clothing, remark
ipg rurha t th~.Y need not fear '.lest t hey contract a disease thro1:J.gb 
tnem because I never had a contagious disease in my l i fe, but in 

l case I contract one, in time, ere I die, let them sell them to · 
the Turks .'t. 

After giving a long list of borrowed books he asked to 
be r eturned and enumeratililg the names of many Jesiboths to which 
he bequests hi s own books, he speaks about his life work , the 
11Sedeli Hemed" saying, that in case he dies ere he completes the 
~reat task, that his beloved di~ciples Mayer and Moses , Pesah and 
~breham Ashkenazi be entrusted to complete and edit his works: but 
on condi t ion that they do nei ther add nor subtract from what he 
wrote on the subjects treated in the "Sedeh Hemed." These true 
disc iples toiled untiringly day and night , i n the work of arr ang
ing and copying the works of t1ie Bab.am, which were originally 
W1 1tten in the Frankish script, used by the Haham,until they 
f inally completed all t he editions of t he Sedeh Hemed11

, that is 
to say, from, the letter Mem, where the Baham left off, t o t he 
las t l etter of tle alphabet. But had it not been for the personal 
devotion of the publisher, Joseph Zevi Lev, to t he Habam and bis 
admiration for tile great Ga.on oI Karasubazar, the "Sedeh Eemed11 

woul d never perhaps .. been completely edi tad and published as wexHAllt 
now see it . Mr . Lev i s one of those typical Jewish publishers 
who are just as much interested in the contents of t he books they 
publish as tbey are in the mechanical and profi table part of too 
business . Joseph Lev i s himself a great scholar and the son of 
an old family of scholars. He is also a very pious and god fear 
i~g Jew. His interest inthe Hab.am' s work was i ntense because he 
appreciated the great learning Df~tbe Baham, and l earned~love · 
him through his business dea1ings which were so supremely honest
ly conducted. Mr . Lev says,t~1n and again, thet tne motive that 
prompt€d him to edit all the Baham' s w:> rlcs was purely out .of (the) 
love for the Hamam and the honor of having hi s name associa ted 
with the Haham's great per sonality. Be confesses that t here was 
no money in it and that the wor k was hard, but he is glad he did 
it just t he same. Such publishers deserve a separate place i n our 
li terature arld I always wish ~ Jews bad given our great publisher s 

the place they occupy in the gentile literature . There i s much more 
to be said on the subject , but I fear I said already too much as it 
is . I shall add jnst this, t he story goes that on the second night 
after the Ha.ham ' s death, some mussleman stole in g_entlY into the 
cemetery where he was buried and attempted to dig~is bady out of 
the grave and carry him t o their cemetery, but tfieir ~cheme was 
luckily discovered in time and a guard was placed on tb.e Jewish 
cemetery to guard the remains of tbe Habam. 
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