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IN'IROOOCTICN 

Hasidism is a dynamic oxpression of faith. It suggest& an 

approach to life which is wholly Jewish and yet frequeDtly con,­

traclictory to the norms of 1.ts day. Qie Clll'IIlOt fully camprehend 

Judaism and its way of life without inquiring into H.asidiam. In 

Eastern Europe this approach to life b.ad a powerful iDlpact 01:1 the 

lives of the Je~. The tre111endou.s infl.uence 01' Hasidism ot1 the 

life of Martin Buber and his detelUi.Dati.on in making it camprehensible 

to modern day readers is indicative of the resurger...:e of 1nterest 

in it. Neo-Basidism, if not in practice then certainl,.y in thought, 

has found a place in the minds a.nd heart& of maey young people 

of today who are curious about the small. group of modern day adher­

ents. 

I t was neceLo&ry for me in preparing this project to forget 

everything I b.ad previously kno.in about the Bas-1.diDI, their history, 

soc::l.o-econanic si tuati.an and poll ti.cal and religious 1.deology. I 

wanted only one Uc.ng anu that was for the HasidiDI by means of theu­

s1J31ngs to tell us what Hasidism really is. Cl>viously there are 

dis senting attitudes and points of view. 'Ibis can readily be elq>ec­

ted. There are however certain vast and general impress-1.ons that 

emerge ai'te.r studying the ll terature. These will become obvious as 

one reads this project. M I do not accept the lluiral vord of the 

Torah, but rather the &pirit and traditi.an it represent& , so I a1so 



do not accept each s¢ng of the rabbis as the literal. truth. I 

suspect that many of the sa;yings as well as the storles are pul'e 

f~cati.on and exaggeration. Nevertheless, this too tells us a 

great deal about the Hasidim. For the very illlaginations that 

fasbior. these ideas are in thamse.lves suggestive of a certain free­

dcm and openness. We are concerned less With the literal. truth 

and more With the spirit of the cOllllllUlliV and their motivation 

as an expressiOl'I of their innermost hopes and aspirations and 

attitudes toward God and man, life and death, work and p].q, 

study and pr~er , asceticism. and total involvement and caai.tment 

to life. 

Although the reader will find allusions to references ogt,. 

side the eight volumes fran which this material. has been cul1ed, the 

final analysis is deteruli.ned by the~ them.selves. Where dis­

senting and opposing views are available, these are cited lllherever 

possible. I have andeavored to render a translation as close as 

possible to the Hebrew in a svle that is both accurate as wall as 

pleasant to the reader. 

'l'bis project is organi~ad first to describe and define 

what a Basid really is. The subsequent chapters are devoted to the 

relig10lls life of the Hasid w1 th f!lllpbasis on hb atti. bide toward 

prayer, study, and ~sticism. The following chapters deal. Td.th the 

\II 



secular life of the Hasid, his work, trades and occ:upatians, 

the socia1 attitudes, and genera1 characteristios that one can 

expect to find inherent in Basidism. 'lhe daily life ot the 

Hasidim of Eastern Europe, their imm,ersion in and involvement 

with, the various points of view and attitudes toward this world 

and all other worlds, in other words , their Weltanschauung - is 

tile underlying consideration of this thesis. 

Each major Basidic concept d.eserves at least a f'ull vol\lllle 

of explanation, c0111111ent ai,d analysis . In this work, hDlfllver, such 

concepts 1ilill be dea1t with only as they pertain specifically to the 

various aspects of th& daily lives o,f the Hasidim. 

Vtl 



CBAPTm I 

JIHAT IS A RASID1 

'!he H.asidic rabbis as well as their opponents attcpted 

to define and express not only the 111eaning of Hll.sidi5111, but wha1; 

a !iasid is. Each one bad his own definition. Scne went further 

to suggest who could ctr coul.d not beccne a Basid. 

When the Seraph wu asked: •What is Ruidism7' He replinda 
'I have no idea what Basidism is and cannot utter H.asicULc 
teachings. I only know this - that one cannot go about id.le 
and must alvay-s engage in Torah study and pra,yer. tl 

Rabbi Yehezlcel of Kuzmir defined Basidism as: 

Matter that cannot be stained. A man can be a great scholar, 
a 'Wise 111an, one who is chock full. of Sifra, and Sifra Raba,2 

yet at the s&111e ti.Ille have as l'.1IBJW faults as a pomegranate 
has seeds, 1.ike being a liar, miser, and a thiei'. But ll 
Hasid of whCIII it i6 said • He is a thief'' or • H11 is a li1ll'1 

is 1n no sense a Ba&Sid • .3 

Rabbi Hanoch Henich say-s it is good to speak of HasidiSia.1 

for even if what is said exerts no influences on the li1:;ten­
er, it still constitutes a protest against

4 
the evil incil.i­

:hati.on, that it might not rule over a man. 

Two Hasidim, one of Kotsk and one of Tschernobel, 111et ai:id 
discussed !lasi diS'III. Said the 01:1e of Tschernobol1 'HasidiSlll 
i.n Tsohernobol 1.s marked by three tbingsr on -the night 1Jf 
the eve of the Sabbath we sta,y awake all night; on the ,,ve 
of the Sabbath 'WB give chari t;y as much as we are able, imd 
on the Holy Sabbath we recite the entire book of Psalllls,, • 

l 



Replied the Basid of Kotsk1 • It, is not so in l'otek. W. 
s~ avake every night, give cha.rl;;y wbenenr ve encounter 
a poor pereon and have 11011-,y in oar pockets; but ve hcic 
the strength to rec::I. te Psalm.s all at once, rather w re­
d:te a few chapters "1th devotion, Sb.ould ve r ea1te at 
one sitting vbat it took King David anent,y year• ol hard 
work to cc:apose?•5 

A tavorite questl.on is 'What is a R.all1.d1' Rabbi Mend.el of 
Kotak believed a Basid is ona wbo Mi tin every vord or d9ed 
would ask bi.msaU far an accountillg o!' bis motivatl.on,t> H• 
al.so ssys in eve:ything • Rand does cir sa;,a, be .. ks bia­
seU' '',Iba t is God• s will therein t • 7 

'A Basid ahould al.w.ys have the manner of en infant. Juc;t 
u en infant cries end is happy, both at the sue 11caent, 
so does the l:lasid r;ry when be r-ti.1.-s bis sins, bis .,..tly 
hllillble state and bis 1.aperfections, while at the •- time 
rejoicing at b.e recalls bia Ma.leer befure wbCIII he serves in 
awe and !ear, 'Ihe•e .. ot1.ons togetbe1:, joy and aadneas , 
promote our efforts to avoid transgrenaions though each 
separately bas its pi t.fal.l, Sadness ,alone is Ye'f'Y di.f'.D.Clll t 
&Dd can lead one to despair , heaven forbid; jQY alone is very 
difficult u it can cause a l,a{r' of ro.-.rence, • 'lhi.s we 
laarn ft-CID R, Yaak:ov Yi tscbak. 

Rabbi Biraob Baar of Garbovi tz, one o:r the alders of Kotsk, 
was ask-1, •:~o is a Band?' . l!e enawered, 'One who IOIJlts 
to ba • Band, ' Then he waa a.sked, ' Who doesn• t wnt to be?' 
'Whoever thinks tbAt be has ~ad;r • ·~t.&1.ned to the level of 
a Basid, • be ans\fared. at once. 

A l!uid of Kotsk ""s asked. 'Wbo i• a Basid?' and he replied, 
• A Basid caa-t.s the world aside, Be .«ho cast.5 the vorl.d aside 
is a Basid, , lO 

'!he ilasidia of lot,Jk tells ua that ' There is no auob Udng aa 
an old Haaid. 'lhe elCUl.tant baa.rt of.rf l!asid .dvenced ~ years 
is equal to two or three young men,• 



' A.5k an mpt;y- bellded Jew where tbe glory o,! the CreatoT ia 
to be ,tow,d•, saya the Maggid o,! lcndn~, ' and~ wUl r.p}J' 
at oncer "In the Heavens. " Ask a scholar and he wUl at ance 
measur• fi ft hundred mile• fr.. the earth t.o th• f11'llamen t 
and five hundred .Ues traa one finu.ment t.o the ~ext until 
be r eaches the nirone of Gl.ory. Aek a Cabb,alist1 and be 
flies off to the upper spheres and unrolds ane world art.er 
another until he reaches the place of the (!reatoT'a glory. 
But ask a Bo.sid and be immediately replies that lie created 
everytbi.ng !or H1a glory•• lJ 
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Not 0llly "1tre l!IA1IY sayings recorded regardl.ng a "lfriad of defill­

i ti.one of l!asidiem, Hasid , and llho is a 11,asi.d, but as wlJ. the ma­

erous debate• and contro•ersies be-m the 11,aeidiJ■ and the Hitziacdia14 

as w the essential differenc:9s of the two. In adi:11 t1on we 1'ind IIW\Y 

instance,; of disputes among the Hasidim of the nrious d;yn,astiea. l.5 

Let us c,onsider scmo of the C<11111ents of the Basidi■: and their oppc,ri­

ents. 

When 1te a.sk what distinct.1.oo can be made tit!tw&en a Basid 
and a Mitnagid, 1te are told: ' It is lllce 1:he di!f41N<>ce be­
t"1ten being a storekeeper and bo.ving a lot:tar,y, A stor ekeep­
er llants his co111pot1t1.on to be ll.Jllited. J:t. 1.s to his adnn­
tage to be th~ anly storekeeper; not so one vbo bu;ys lot-
tery tickets. It is his wish that there be 1111.1\Y buyers. For 
as busi.n~•• grows he beccmes a partnor 1n a larger enterprise. 
lhe teac:ber who ia a Ml. tnagid wishes to t,,, the 0llly teachel' 
1n town. 'the llaaid, however, wishes to e:q>Uld the nllllber 
of llasidi.m, for a. l.arge nllillber of follow.ira enbAnoes the 
glory of the r abbi and furthers the glory of God. 

1
tccordingl,y, 

the i!&sid says "And yoor people all are RUi.diA" • • 

R. Pinch.a.a renders his opinion as to the disUnct1on between 
the !l&sid and the Ml.tn&gid whl!ll ha states : ' The M\tnagid is 
1n •- of th" Shulchan Arucl,1:1 wbil.e the llu1d 1.a 1n •• of 
God, ,18 



'l'MH are juat two instances of d.iffarancea betw«I tbe 

!:!uidi.a and their op pcm en ts • 

OM need not l.ock to tba Mi b:.a&d1,a solely for d.iffer-,oes 

of oplnion. 'lbese are readily apparent am<XJ.g the Eiuidia thalel.ns 

in both aatt.ers of doctrlne and .speci~ i.D ..tiosc, nhb1 is ~t. 

4 

ni. llas1.d1a of total< point out the dilf-.~ bet-en thaa 
and the Buidim of llabad. ' 'lb• aen of Bab,ad 9 proceed hem 
the bigher to the loww, >lhereu w proo-l /r<a the lovar to 
tbe lnghar. lie who lock• haannward and not at the earth 
iS likely to fill into a ptt. Pi.rat :,gos lllllld1ng of one'" 
vqa, and then intellectual P\ll'Sui ts. 1 2 

In another case a oortain Basid launched a ,,.,rbal. attac:lc 
acai.nst a lluid of Xouk rel.at.1.n; to th• dd.Uerent laftl.s 
of their reapect1Ye rabbis. Said the B,ui,j of ll:ota1<1 
• tour r-abbi pen,trates the heart of the world, but ,,,_, rabbi 
seeks through bis lea.ming to penetrate the heart of ..,.. • 21 

Che llasid boosted that bh rabbi could ll&lca • Gol•.
22 

Rabbi 
Kandel said t,, bia1 •But can he at l.eaat uke one J av into 
a true Ruid1 ' 2J 

lbrougbout the course of tlds work .,. wUl. vitn.ss th• 111&ey 

u,atar,09$ in "Which the 8aS1dU d•on.stute great. pride, l<J7&1,tc, and 

wost idolatry 1.n their o.bsolute devot1Clrl to thai.r rebbe. 

'lbere are s1tu.at1cns where the Raaid 111Uet lcnov bia pl.ace. 
Chee du.r1ll& the th1l'd repast of t!I• Sabbath, a YCNDC ..., 
sav Uiat. an al.derl.7 Baaid, d1JJt1.nquiabed u l.aarn1ng, -. 



s1 tting by the door because th• dens:1 ey of the orolld. pre­
vented~ 1.'l-Olll appr oachi.llg the t&!>le. He \rent to the 
Gebbei and 'Whispered to hill to gin the eate.Md alder 
• ~ce o! non,>r at. tbe tal)le. Rabbi Slauel !11abu sa14 ill 
a loud voic.1 ' 'lb• Mnueah 1a oert.1Jlly bol3. !lane the 
less it rOlll.lins attached to the door. • ~ 

5 

Anotber rabbi , al.so recogixl.QJ>i the iJllportenoe ot diaal.plill••• 
nevertbeleu aamcndoclged the occasional nnd t or t:reedca 
tor bis diad.ples . Rabbi Abraham at Sochllov did n.ot al.lov 
b1s B.asidia to oelAbrate the aeders \11.tb b1a an Pusonr. 
<nee a Halid urged h1a to expl.a1n the reuc:n tor Uns. !labb:I. 
Abraham eaid this to 11:1.mt •During the Passon r aeder ever,• 
Je\r lll\1St feel that. b• i s e. 1.'l-ea man. But a Ha1:l.d 1.n th• 21, 
presence of bis rabbi does no•. tut.a the navor of freedca.. • 

In addition w le&J'TI that it is not sufti.c:l.ent to be a 

ilasio. Cbe must. be • E.asi.d "1hose heart. is d:l.l-ected tow.rd a var~ 

purpose. 

Rabbi n t r.bak teaches • A IIWl can be • genius and a ll&sid 
and still be canplet.ely in error. .Loolcing into n:1.s deed, • 
Ile would 1'1nd that nothing ill b1Ja is tor the salce or neaHn.•27 

Rabbi Uri told hie llu:1.diJ:11 •You · journey to-• but wbitldlr 
a hall I j ow-neyl I journ.,- to be a ttacbed f':l..nu.y to But, 
a,q Bo be blessed.1 28 

never al.ono. ',;l,erc,ver he goes and wherever h• at.ands , b1a God 1• 

with h:l.a."29 



'lhia aptly duc:<ri.bes the sp1r1 t of Bui di SIi , th& t tb• rela­

t1onsh1p between a Jew and God is one o! att.acbaent lll'ltl clo■8'1eas. 

Thia is one ot tb• prilo&1')' pal.nu ot new that w bepn to ' " 

amerging tl"oat what we have ju1t r ead. 

We bring this first obapt.er to a al.ooe w1 th an admcmi tian 

and -=in& trao Rabbi lfilaolech that1 

Buidism baa no g-:-eat.er an-v than 1tl o,;n r ... and Cl"Nt 
growth. It al1 b aoaae Bu1.d1a, Haaidil■ wciul.d be 110 11are. 
'lrue llasidia would ceaH to dist al)d then, 1loul.d reaa!.11 
only a tot&ll,y sba t teNd 11.andis■• JO 

We IH trca the pre-11.ng taxts that. tile lla&id 'd.9W nVT 

6 

Jew as " princt1 in his own right.. J.lthougb be df111t1nstrates vaat lQY'al­

ty toward bil rebbe be sees al1 J..,. as equal and l!'Ne. '!he lluid 

1 11 equa1 to everyone else. He kno\/11 no diSt:1ncti.otl between rich and 

nan- rich, between learned and unlearned, betaMen tl1e ak:Uled and the 

un1ld.lled. 

lie is motivated by bi• love of God to perfona evan the 

simplest. and most aw,dane acts as representi:ng the will of God. W. 

aee tnat. he tends to shun the Sbulchan Aruch 1n tavor of a ■or• nex-

1.ble, Cl-ear, and uninbibited expruaicn of deeds be beliefta &re 1n 

accordance with 1!1• Divin• •,au. All bis act■ llhether cot:1acll.oa.s or 

not are activated by Ahavath Adcna1, (love of God) •• oppoaed to the 



Cod• of Law 'Wh1ch Jowa obs'll'vo ou.t or Yirat Adonat (fur and awe 

or God) . 

'lb• 1.11:e of the Buid 1n •very facet b d..-oted to ll1"1ne 

purpose and Avoda (urvioe of God). Every being r'egardloH of 

Ha she, 111&11 and woiia alilc•, bas been CNO&ted to £e?Te and &lorl.1) 

Ilia NAllle. 'Ibore!ore, whether a Ht.aid eats, drinks,, studies , pra;ys, 

or perfonis ord1nar., f\Jnet1ans o! the ood;y, those ncta u. 1n U-­

Hlvos serving a Divine PIIJ'POH• 'lbose who seek tu servo tile Lord 

lllll find a Di~ al•ent 1n •Vfl7 aspect of their lives. God 

i s omnipresent and therefore not to be restrained ,ntbin tbe can-

1'1.nu of the Sbulcban Arneb. 

!h• Ruid, untrained 1n aoclen> t-heor1u of aot1nt1an, 

accounted for bis actl.ona and mot1.vat1.ons through introspoct1an and 

Hl.f-oxaxinat1.on. '!be prlM mot1.nt1ans of bis tbqbts aa w1l. 

as his deeds are baaed upon a wortl\Y purpose. 

7 



ClAPtul II 

T"dE JiASID AT HCMS 

1he 11101t logical place to begiJJ a d1ecuui011 or the Ute 

or the Hallid is in his heme. The hCXDe ia an ins ti. tuticn in Jewiah 

life. It 15 the most. basic unit of the people Israel. Far great.r 

t.ban " plaoe or shelter, it auuesta the life cycle or the Jew. 

9ei;1.nnini with birth, the i!!:1!: !ru.!!l (c1rcwocl.si cn ceremcr\Y) , the 

marriage of a child now adult, it ends one day with. !xis passing 

trcm this vorld; rras the hcae wh•re he ...a bon,. 

It ia the smell of the Sb.Abbat meal and rush Qiallah, t.o 

t.lle s l:C1Utinl and laugbi.N: of cldldron. 

It is the warmth and closeness of a husband w,l..th his wife; 

a father and JOOtber with thai.r ohil.dren. 'lba aO!) l<•&n:IS fral his 

father and the daughter f'cm her mother how previou.si generat:l.ons of 

Jews lived, s o tru.t this t.raditicn might be perpettLAted within the 

tic••· 

'lhe heme is a Jew• 5 palace where be 1S kin& ar>i bis wife i s 

que,m. It 1a wher e linlp].e .. n becau Zadd\.lda and Zaddilda becaae 

aimple men. 

8 



Let. \I.I now look t.o the &•id u be 1n bi• mm wOl'ds g1 ve& 

ua an inai&bt. into bh bccze, Uiat. - cl.gbt. bet.tar ccae to la,ov 

""d urder 1t.and the everyday aspects of bi• lifo. 

:t. Naphtali VOlll.d oft.an H3'I 

In C'1t1.ea far Toved free bel'a peop).e call ate the Zadd.11c, 
Rabbi llapbt.ali ; in sy c:11;:r of Ropabi.ts, where tbey lcnov 
me better, tb411 oall u •Qu- Rav.• ~...,.• riy wire, who 
knows me well, oall• me Naphtali 111.tbout. arry t.itJ.••• 

A:s 1n all. aspects of a il&ai.d' s Ufa t.ba Divil:1e Spirit is 

alway& t.bara . R. Ut.t.b.ak Isaac t.el.l.s ua bow 1.m;,ortant. it is for 

• man t.o have a wifes 

'!be 01.Vi.ne Pl'eHnce simply dooa not. nst upon a IUll w!.thOllt 
a wife; nor 1• it with bi.a at all., for neit.bur does It attach 
Itself to a man wit.bout • ld.!a , !or tba Divine Pl'aaance 1.a 
trannd.ttecl eHentia.il;y U!rougb • wife. And a man st.antis 
bet.waan t"'o wives; bis corporeal wife, who takes t'l'cm b1.m2 
~ the Divina Presence bovarl.ng over to ble11s b1JI in every­
t.bill4, t.bus be rec-ins 1llua1nat.ion, holiness and ~Cl'I 

ld th tbe spirl tu.al. because ne bas Uds corpo:real. aapect, 
3.it ho "110 dw1ll• w:l.tbOllt • w:i.fe , be he >mo he mq, b&s no 
truth 1n him, :, 

'!'be 11&11.d, Wllilc• Ins p:'edecasaors, ucrlbes greater VOl'tb 

&rid iJi!portance to the Nle of wcmen, No loJliel' 111 she aonaidered 

u =Cl'! ch;att.tl. 'ftle vaaan h exalted and ude t.o feel that 1ba 

too 1n au her labors and b0Usehold tasks is eervl.ng not crll,y b.er 

hu.soand, llut. UGO th.a Kol,Y Ole, Bl.eased be a.. 

God and a 11!&11 • s '11.fe ccme to lcnov and widers tend bi.a well., 

For they are two who c:annot. be deoe1"8Ci by b1Jl, 



Two knov 1.! a aan is truJ.y
4
God-!earilli: 1be Lard, m.esud 

be He , and the un•s vi!e. 

In public a _, is naturally aodeat. and ab:,, tort 

It. 1a ill a waman• • nature that. when she oees 1, r1ght.eou• 
man she r.ms and hides heuell' !?-ca bia.5 

At. home, a HHid'• vita 1e • W0lll&n in every UIIIH. SelCll&l 

1rll'.ercourH is a M1tnah (~t.). It. is enc:1.':iobent upao eveey 

wife as wll as her husband to flllfUl this Hol,y Cc....,._ent.. 

As t.bay grov leu J'"""i and t.heu ocapet.noe begins t.o wane 

they stul try to 1'\llt"Ul tho MHzvah ot sexual. w,j,011 1rl a re1a­

t.1cmahip of tenderness that. brings th• cl.oser t.o 1:aap1ete ccm­

munion with one aootber and with God. 

Fraa the sayi.n&a 01' R. h t.r.kwt Isaac ""' find I 

••• that. even wben their aolClla1 power,o ceased ,mtir el.T and 
thv wre no 1onger able to NUUl this hol,y ~t., 
non• th. 1eso they took wiftS and wre united (with t.h•) 
with 1orlng worca, teodemess and neanieas of the~; 
and this is t.ruo reverencg (of God), !or w1tb•Clllt a tcwidation 
there can be no bu.U.ding. 

n,e BasidiJn raallted th• necessi t;y 01' discuu,I.Jlg urrlage 

1'?'0111 a<tary upect. 'lllose who 'l/0\ll.d believe tl>at. the Haaid -... 

too God-int.ox1ated to take note of tlle world arow,d hia 111gbt be 

au.eteken, What would happen , tor anmple , 11' a Haai d were t.o become 

attracted to anotheT -.on, wbca he found 1ovlier than hl• '4.fe1 

10 



Just such a question was posed to R. Abraham of Socb,zov17 

' Could our Rabbi tell us ~ Rabbi Ald.ba said i.n the 
Tractate of Divorce (Gitin) page 90, "Even 1! be foand a 
woman more attractive tblill she (be can divor ce her) . 11 How 
could the noly sage nave uttered suet, a state<111t - that 
one can divorce bis :mate silllply because Ile fo1md a w<D&D lovlier 
than site?• Rabbi Abraham an.swered: • 'Ihe reasot, is silllple. 
The Sage >lisbed to say that 1r someone was acCllL£taned to 
looking upon another woman as !airer than bis ,rife, 1 t is 
an indication that Ile bas not found bis mate , and it is 
-a Mi. tzvah to divorce her. ,8 

The previous saying llligbt lead us to believe tbat ea.ct, ti.Ille a 

!lasid fow,d a woman lovlier thAl1 bis ..U-e, h.e divor,,ed bis wife ill 

u 

order to marry ber. It telJ.s us that the Hasid llligbt not have b.>en 

spending as much time praying as he would nave us bE1lieve. In &ddJ. ti.on, 

"" understand f'rau R. Abraham's e,,;planation that .laus and •ttitudes 

regarding divorce were sufficient.J.;r liberal. to acknowledge such 

possibilities and tbeir a.fi'ects. It expresses a concern for the wellare 

of the wife, allli 1• thus humane as well. 

Long before -the ti.me of the @l.ej,d1m, mere justlLfication was 

necessary before a nian cC>Uld. dj.vorce bis wife (re,ga.,,clless of the 

presumed Mitzvah). At the samo tilne neither would he be permitted 

to divorce his wii'.e siJllply because he didn't like tile taste of 

her soup. R. Meir Yelrl.el asks: 

Wl\Y wu Rebbenu Gersbom9 called • tbe light or ·the Diaspora• 1 
Becau<>e he forbade J e'IIS to divorce their wives if tbe wives 
.rare un<;iJ.ll.ng. Rabbenu Gersbcm saw wi tb the H!oly Spirit. 
tba t Israel would need this reform, in order n•~t to fear 
during the bi tt.er exile that the Holy <lne, Bl.a,ssed be l!e, 
might, Beaven forbid, di vm"ce us against our w:lJ.l and 
chang,e us for another people. 10 



llndor the ll&n.d1.a the rigbta of--, ,,..,.. gr..atar. '!his wa 

not a ruultant fa.ctor o.r. legislation but one or a•ttitude. It wu 

baaed upon a greater tendenc;r to extend tbe d1111ocr.1tlc point or 

new to include ...,._, u ....ii. A.a a ...., saw Id• ..,.. worth grow, 

and be came into closer camunion w1 t.b God, so he 1beoqe close..- to 

bis ld.fe that $be too 1111.ght HM'e her creator. Ser-dee ot God a01'9 

and more included the W<IIIAII , u bar l!lllll<iane bat 1:lportant tasks 

t.ook oo a quality or bolineaa. In this WIT she was able to part1• 

c:ipate 1n the ideology ot her husband by working together with h1a 

t.o sancti~ their h011e. 

Although the role ot th• WOIIWl m,q appear obscure and insi&Diti• 

cant e<mpared to that of her l!llidic busband, the toll.ow1Jlg teat1aorzy­

lUl[gests qui t.e the opponte. 

12 

In tbis f'uldon the Seraph of Kogilni to$& 110W-ned Id~ w11' • 
aft.er her deaths •You were a right.a<>lll -•"• Li!• wa.s a 
travail for you bocau&e of the sorrows endured oy Israel. 
Your portion 1n tJf/1 Torah {study) and rq aerv:l.co ot God 
wu u rreat u lline. You wUl sit wl.th M 1n Paradise. 
Now I aet you apart f'rca Mends, but ool.r ~1cally, our 
:.oul, wUl be bow.cl together forever. The canopy ot hol1nea■ 
will bo strt1tchfld over us for all otern11;y; and all the unions , 
made by a Jo" 1n tbis world we ,cUl do together 1n the rutu.re. l • 

The Saraph apparently aocopted th• role of lilis wl.!e as one 

9qual to his 01<11 1n a part.nerabip directed to th• ocrvice of God. 

their union spanned both warl.ds - that thv lli&ht CODt.inu• in tbe 

1\lture. Thus bi6 wl.te shared wl.th b1m ~ 1a th1• world - and 

WOIWi one dq 1n the >;orltl ot eterni t.r . 



A llu1dic "1.f• inn.tea the 01"1.ne 1'Na1111oe to the !llllilJ' t.llle, 

by taking painstaking care to prepare • meal. tbat ia nau:risb1.ng both 

to tbe ~ and tbe aOQ1. The blessing is ... c:1. t.S pnor to the 

brealc1ng or oread. Arter tbe meal., God is ae:ain acknowledged as 

th• Provider. It 1• aa th011&h H• wore the Honored Guest. 

Jews enjoy ••Uni a good 111eal.. '!he RasidiJD .,.,re no di!rerent 

but. most. preferred to think o! it aa a ap1.ritual ra.ther tban 

peys ic..l nOlll'islmlent. &5 we observe 1n the fallowin,:1 

Durin& the Olol Hamoed of Sukkot, R. Dov Baer' s wife sold 
a i>J>eal.ous poueuion ot hers , b011&bt c:ball.&bE• and prepared 
a tabla sraoed wt.th tasty dishes . When Rabbi Bur returned 
f'raa the house or study and entered the Swckah, h• aav the 
good rood on the tabl.e and Celt very good , Ht, sat dawn 
happily to eat. As soon u he reillzed that lie wu excited 
by the food, he atopped ••tins at once and saj.d.1 ' Look here , 
Baer, you are not s1 Wnc: 1n a Sukkah but 1n " ba,d., • 12 

i/hen :>ov ~er vu asked if he loves pepper , ho retorted: 

Pepper• t eat, It is the LoN, u:, Bi• l,ame be Bl.eaaeci, Uiat 
I low.13 

!l, Pinchu or !Core~ used to o&ll.1k1'• bod.Y an:uuJ. and be used 
to sq he b::d to teed th• an1aal.. 

In 4 very brief sentence the liaggid of Koioit10 alll!LS it up 

ror us: 

T'rda 1• the rv.l..e1 one must not lust af'ter the 'Pb.Tri.ff a5l)ect 
of eating but after the ap1.ritu.&l upect or •••tin&• 

13 



Just as eo.Ung 15 a divine act, so is drlnld.ti«• ,/hen Napbt;all 

o! Ropsh1t.:. ...,_. askeda "'ilb, do lla.ndiJI d.1"1nk liquarl" Ba repl1cid1 

In order to aake the bl.essi.ng, ' b.r vbose vord al1 things 
IIX1st. ' 'they uked b1m again, •r.r t.hat is the rMson, l.et 
th• drink wa.teT and s03 the s ame bleasing.' l!&bbi Napbtalli 
reaponded.1 ' A J ew who driJlka ,.,.t.,r and sa,ya the ~ lb 
Bl,ear.ing deserves to ban • sip o! liquor. , l? 

No fuil.ly 1a re&lly caaplete without cbild.ren. The:, bring 

j ay to a ham• and gladden the hearts or those U'ound u.-. I.nd<Hd, 

very few s¢na• wer e t'cund on the subject or ch1ldren. This r ,ather 

surprised me. However 11.ater aundsed tb&t cbildrtm lMN siaJilY 

less of a tc;d.c for conversation &111on& the Basiclic ! athers \Ibo 

engaged in cliscourse on other aatters, thus lea'finc tbe _ _, to 

oara fer and discus" thG &mOilll thomselv•• • 

The rollo,dng blessing or R. Zus;ya 1• of 1nt.erest because 

H 1naludes a positive Mfarence to t.ie GentU.••• 

Rabbi ZUJIYI would bless e'lery Jewish chi.J.da 'Ka3 it be , 0 

God' s will that you be strcnc and beal.tl\Y u a Genti.J.e. • =
1 

,le = inter tram this bleHitli that the Gentile children 

were n.rcr,ger and healthier tlw'I their Je\Cisb peers and therefore 

t.o be admir ed. 

Fathers t.&ke great ;,ride 1n their sons. Bcvenr, a tether need 

not al.ways expect his son to walk in hie footsteps , but on the other 

bmr:i nei tber sbculd be sW1pect the oppoai te - until he ucert.cllna 

the facts for lwuel!. The fallo>dng sqing vould be right et 



oou w1 th cant.e:porary J av:l.sb bmooria ta WN 1 t ent1 tl.ed "It' Scm 

the Scholer". 

It s- that • nlll0?' r••chad the Rebbe Ab:rahaa or Tah1clmov 
that bia eon Barish, later the Rabbi or BeUa, 11ho ja1.nad th• 
l!asidiJI of Vorld. am sat 1n the ac:u:rt of Rabbi Ut.l<hak of 
Vorld., sp,mt fl1"J' little U... studying Torah ba.t preferred ta 
drt.nk • great deal~ liquor vltb the lla.s:1d1L Se ordeNd 111A. 
by the honor due a father, ta co1aa bC1111e. Wluln Barish :returnad, 
bis father did not greet b1.m but at once began diacussing 'Id. th 
b1.m a diffic,q],t. aecti011 or the Talaod 1n order ta t.at bia. 
'"""" he ••w t.bat. be e:xaelled 1n ld.c lea:rn1Jlc ua tbat tbaN .... 
no substance to the st.cry of Ida dl"1nlc1ng ao mulch liquor, be 
gave b1.m bis hand and saidt ' Well then, you de,,e:rve a ~ 
Al.eich9'1, rrq sen.' After that be eoteNd the Id. tchac and sud 
ta b1• w:lfe; • Please prepare a proper r.eal 1n hcmo:r or OW' 

son, Rabbi Bal"iab the Scbolar.•19 

,/o,ud that. every ba,,e be rilled ta ove:rnowlng 'Id.th bapplnesa 

and joy. Ckle :reallHI that joy'& of b0111e are acCQIJ){LDied by occu1onal. 

sorrows . The •kill of li rlna; is not to eiq,ect. or bc1pe to aval.d these 

sadnesses, but. to Uv. v1t.': the that they mq b:rlnjt aba,it new ani 

f':resh gladneu tb:rOlllih • proper otti tude. 

Rabbi Len llt.shak sq& there are two ~• of sadnesa and tw 

types of jay. 

aow CAn there be two kinda of sadness l Dier• is U.. sadness 
ot a man perturbed and worried o,er the los■ of s0111eth1.ng 
or beeausa or sane other misfortune he encountered; he goes 
abou.t s ad-faced and dOW'noast, thrOll&hlJr and needle1sl,y d► 
pressed. or Ida it 1S aaid , the Didne Pl'e1ence does not. Htt.1.e 
on a man t.h:rougb u dnesa , &it there is the sorrow of • man 
who laments the loss of his daya , who eXAl!lines bis deoda and 
looks ta the mending of hia soul - this ao:r:ro.i· 1• a acurce or 
b1ossinc ta a aan and a rorce that. bet.t.eN cm.e ' s ~ of li.te. 
It is ai.adl.ar >11th b.appiness. 'l'lwre 1s a ld.Dd of bapplnesa that. 
has no reason whatever, and that. 1• the bappinan of the !ool, 
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who feels no lack 1n hillsel.!' and does not. W02'T)' biuelf at 
aJ.1 >d.th the mending of h1s soul. !Nt. ho who 111 stHpod 1n 
bappinou marked by good ta.st. and ld.ldCD res•blos a aan 
14,ose booise bas burned down., but. does not see the '110?'1.d es 
a wr.tcbod p1aoe; 111are tban that., he tru.sts 1n ·the Lord to make 
up bis loss. And when he bacanes coni'.1.dent aga:ln, through the 
power or his bope and bi• fa1t.b, he bagins to b:dl.d h1a houae 
&nell, and ld.th the l.q1nc of eft?'7 stane bi.a~ be_. 111c• 
a fount.ai.n overnowing Id.th joy and bappineu. 

Joy and bappu, .. a are ~tel -0111 th& Bul.dia. The 

i:lasid appr oaches sadness w1 th an att.1.tude of acoept.anoe, without 

tdtt.orness and defeat , and "1th the determnatioo and hope that. 

bis lli'e ld.ll ba better u a result of it. By tba •- lopo lie 

should expect one whose bapp1Jless ia based upcn propriet;:r and 

good t.ast.e to accept. llfA w!U1ng)y regardlau or H.s disappoint­

ments and tribulations. 

'rna llasid at. hcaa seH avwy aspect or bis !am.l,Y llfa aa a 

aan1rest.at1011 or God ' a Will. '!he natural 11\111.Ul needs o! IND and 

women such u e&ting, cirinldng, suual int.orcaarse, and the ra1aing 

cf chUdren sern, :iapl;y to bring t.ba ..-bars of uiu fadl,y into 

commwdcn ll1 th God and hence into closer CC11111un1.on Id.th one another. 

When the Hssid part.ale•• of a meal , • nacesnry, yet Divin• 

ritual, ha tastes aacb dallcious 11.out.hflil of food wla:Ua gi'f'ing Ul&nks 

to Elia Great Providence and Morey. Each s1p of ll.in,a is ona •or• 

Pruse to Bis Ho~ liao. 



The great.est pauai.ty of material is an the sub,,ect of the hcae, 

with all it. uey and nrtad ramU1cations. 0De vaul.d expect to 

find more , but per haps th•t is a proje ction of our ,own modem tb1.nk­

UII int.o Ui6 t.ext; preai.sal,y ...,..t w want. to avai.cl.. h w ccosider 

the tact tb.-t t.he Syn.-gogue served the Raaid in oo llll&IV' capaaities, 

na:al,y PN.Yar, s~. am Soc:La1 G.t.lier:ulc, w c.-n :,.tter w,derstalld 

tho preponderance ot availabl.e -source material regarding it. We 

must not inter f'raa the abaence of 11cre aaten.al. t.bat the hcae, 

r&lllil,y, and childr1it1 wre w,i,mportant and ther efore, disregard.ad. 

'the di1aussicna 1n the Synag0111e and th• disoc"1X'Ses by the 

ZaddilciJa serve to -1.uai.dat.e thoH utter• winch t.lM, individual. 

l!asid , the family man , did not determine or deai.de for h1aself. 

'!he areas of 1.ntereat and concern or the ZIIICl.clro< are those 

we t'1nd expressed. in the S¢ngs. In the area5 lih,1re th• indivi­

dual. l!asid b.as dcainence, nualy, matters of f~r, b,.• and aamerce, 

few references are fOUDd for his wrcis are not 1.nC:ludad in the oao,­

JZUat:!.011 of Sayings. Qily the say1.ngs of the Rablxl.s and tbsir chie:t 

disciples are available to us. 

Mattera of theal.ogy, aoai.al ju.atico, legal opWans, and 

pr.,yer occuw most of the literature. 



aw>rERm 

TBB llASJD Af WCRI 

E't-ff3' aan -t e&l"II a ll•blc• Tbb 1a the re.Ut, of life, 

A aan _.t prorlcla for U. •pport ud - to U. ...u- or U• 

f..UJ. Onoe tb1I 1• Htablialled what rNaina b ,:,aatiJlpllt 'llpoll 

tb• Hleotion of a trade --•to ntla -• a albilit, and utereat. 

OoC'llpaU.0- are Taried ud --• n. Nl.Htio'O of -• a ~ 
entail• elH a oouiit.Ntioe of perscmal ud -a1t.1 ,ralwa, N• 

_.ration, .. wll .. aat1afaot1oa. 

Tia. Bui.dJa bad ct.!Wte att1tada• rec8l"IH.llS Ula 11811)' raai­

f1oat1ona imolnd 1a eandne a Unng. R. P1nolMl19l bad • ...,._.. 

tioe abowt adlllttblc: 

TIie claJ that I don' t won, •rt Hndne " U nlll 1a • 
bol1daJ for the wole wrld. 

lie bel1end tu utter ot •U'B1IIC • Urllq _. - ot God-

Illa tb1ak u.at U U.., beUfl deoe1tMl.7 th., "111 •co-d 
IIOMW~ aa4 tl,eJ don't 'l&IICleratud wiU, U.11' Uaited ic.w.. 
ledc• U.at •U"IIUII • 11'1'1111 1a Godly. Alli iu1c)it iato tlab 
.. tt.er 1• Uaat all -.tan• aut eare • 11'1'1111, - full 
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.,, 

Ba.sdia w1ll tNqHlltly - to t ile tadllik -..IR \lie 

pN_.. ef uldaC a ~.Uoe Ol" to nq99at a prq9ir or tsr • JVrlad 

ot.MI'-• 

llabb1 0... relate• tbl iaa1dnt abftt 'llllH h• wa■ ftl'J poer ud 
tint - to - tM •SNr". • ac,taal.ly lAeDd ...._ 
VII■- M wa• abnt to lHft li:1• toaONr1 lie 1ne Ida • 
&Up •atdJliJII tlle reci-at tliat tile •s..r" prq tor Ida, 
bat _.. • ..t1ell ot Midas • llrilic, !he •Sen" ..W 
bial • Vbat abftt uld.al • Unncl' Do• 11i .. r -Nd ldal 
• Rabbi I did Mt - to JOV ia-r tor U...t. •4 

Tlla •Seer" obrtna~ adeHtoocl tb• 1Ulderl;:,ial re■- ter 

Dn B• r • • rt.it 'bat lliabed to ■pen Ida ~ .-.rru~ .. • 

took i. 1111u.t1n a ulc1JIC Ida nrat. Bat -u.• nci-ta an 

tar lAH Rbt,le. bi tba foll.eoriJlc __,i..■ w tbtd. q9ito U. o,poaito 

point of Tift. Rabbi S--1 n1abll ot Yot.au5 t■.U.. tbe tollew1al 

iaddaatl 

0noe • Baa'ld - to Ida uid tu.ad to 1111■ at - ntll 
• Nq1119at ,-rtda1nc to au1nC • uTinc- a. ~1 ru.­
Nid ta 11Sa1 •w. ban 1JI ov poa .. .n• • ba■Dt et sold -
llaa1d1• T tbe ta■r ot S.■ftll, ud J011 ,uk ef •• • bHllllt 

of - • 
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Tbe diatd.n eiq,n■-ed bJ R. Slalel 1e aot ti. •at tJploal 

uaple. lie ..,.ate 1-di•tel;J that aaldzic • un.ac 1a •t 1a t.be 

•- league v:1.th dther Badd1a or- tu feu or God. 0.. 0011.ld HtelJ 

•«Y thrt Ud• attitlllcle 1e not 1n bep.1ilg "1th th• gentt~ accepted 

point or Tiev of that period. In aaotbu • .,1.ns, a:. ru- a-ii.a 

of lledaet7 aqai 

Go - &Dd. - how wll it 11 vith the n.c,ck. Tben en 
Zaddilda, pet -4 pod, wbo dv1Jlc th•b• ut1ft Ufta 
~ t!MaNln• -17 v1tlt. eulU.. au Glu7, -, Ilia 
._ be 11 ..... , ud pqS.111 ao atteati.oll 1:o t.be ..Uan er 
Wa world bJ 1Jltaroed1ac 1a be..U er t'lll11r a-au.a. 
Bat Ulet 1a DDt pl'OJl81'• fl,. Zadd1k a.t lloek doa late 
W• world teo, .. t be oo-2'MCl that 1- aab a un.ac 
od not la* IIJl7W.llc good: lie Pft1d loc•l after tM wltan 
or hi• broth••• U. allNp, 111 W• world.. 

Tisi• attit.de h ~ aatitM.U of tu oa, pnnou. lie" 

the ted4ilr 1a be.-.,bed to baYe both fNt OD t.be icro-D4 ud -l'a 
hiluelt vith puot.ioal -1dnaUou of d91 t.o d•J Unag, •• 

H •1.hn hh Clock 1a 111 need or hie 08ff ...S help. TIM Zadd.111 

'llbo .. " .. u tM J.ntarwed.1&1'7 beboND God and -n 1lbo reoe1n• lt.b 

.apport at U. band or tile -aitJ, vbo "oopiae t.be belief tit.at 

all MD an priJloe• 1n tM1r o,e 1"1Cht and that tlle DNd to aua 

• living 1a OM aore MA.Ila by vhioh • Huid can ao,pNH hi• love 

&nd NYe?"ODCe tor God. 

W. are Nldlld-4 bJ t.be l>iacipl.e• of lot.a\:; 



lie wbo 1a clo...S llp 1.a t.bo t.at of Torah, Mt apart 
tl'OII the tollh• ot tbb wrld, tindll 1t HQ to upSre 
to bol.1MH. Bat a -• 1poraau wbo -t -OOMCl 
at ~ .. ..S npport• biaNl.t b7 Nlllnc ea• 1.a t.b■ 
aalDtt plaoe, bow c ui be - to boU.neaaf9 

All too ••SJ 1a 1t to up1N to bol.1.MH tu tNa tbo 

ftl'J aspect• ot U!• that dater - tNa U. h• a Zaddik baa to 

wrk,w are tacbt 1.a a aq11,c tut stotoa1 

Once dllr1nl tbo tlwd roput ot tbe Sab'batll b■ .,._ 
oatlnlHcl alld add: •n., "1ah to be- rabb1a. I.et 
t.b■a t1.J'at blackn tbo1r t•oe• lib ... V1tboat wrll: UlffO 
1■ noth111c• It b not o-.;b tor • Zaddik to be po&NUOd 
of • cro•t ooal !Na blrtb, in add1t11111 b■ _.t wrk lill1t.­
l oHly, oadlHaly. • 10 

To pooN• • IJ'O•t -1d tl'OII birth rofora to t.bo tact that 

a&ll1 Zadd1lc1a aoq,dNd t.bo11' oft1oe t.bl'oqb 1oc•CIJ', b•TUC attained 

i t thr<Ncb \11rtb. One can' t 11t back and Un ott tbo aupport of tb■ 

~t,. a. too -at 1molr ,mat it • .,.. to roll 1rp h1a lloona Uld 

pt b11 baDda cl1rtJ'• 

TM todd1k -· t'NqMDtlJ' callod llpoD to liff ..tnoe. 811 

1reat 111...s. Uld 1.alilbt gaff oont~ to b11 toUowra. 

~ Hallid aaud t.bo llabb1 vbat troda to c,hooN. Sboalcl be 
~ a 

1
c,rlbo or a toacbol'! Tbo Rabbi anawrod.1 lt .-1.d 

be Mt.tor to~• toaobl'• Tn M1 ~ •JIOO • good 
pap11 and tben 1• too "111 loarn.ll 
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V11ea o• --..S to llaft • -u-aat cir- •p IMo II.- ~ 

-1d N~ .. \M jwScwt. 411111 ahdaa of tu iulli. lie II.- tee 

that GI •Woal •pp-o•ob to ba11Deu ... t.bl • ., a MD ■baald -

dllct Ilia •Udra. lla,v lqUCI IN ■tNIICl1 1a r■- ot ,...,.. 

oondu.ot in bll■ineu. 0.. .- lllldel'staad• tbat tM, h U. -, • 

a-sine Buld 1-ob at ~ wn:, ~ u lt. att..t. .tMn. 

0- oerl.aia •n o- beton Rabb:!. lldr ot l'Nal,i-12 
am ubd Ilia t.o llrlt.o U.- • p■rtnel'lb11, ontrut. Rabbi 
•u toek • p1eoe of peper -s ... ie oa 1t Ute lot~ .u.,i,, 
Bet, G'--1, Daled. S. can it to ta... 1..S edd, •a.. 11 
JOV pal'tNr11dp ooatraot..' S-1.llc tMt tlleJ WN utftaded 
..S d1d not uderrtud the -lll1Jlc of t.11:U aoU011, be n. 

to tba •• follentl!• (for) llllllM, faiUII Ill 
kuH, bl-■•1.llcl for) liat.1, tlli...-n 121111 
l!lal, F""I'~• w1alled to OOJl'"f, u ,.. ~ 

,..,. clealbs• taithNl.7 JOI will --~ {lit.al, -
bl.11ebs 1n yov -,.s); lltt 1f JOii NCAiP in tldffe17, 
ponrtJ wU1 be ,- lot, 13 

So -oi. ~ ... plaoed OIi .t.Uoal attitadN t.wad .. r1c, 

ooald •an tut, 1a s-ral, dhbomlt ud iaproper buiae• dealus• 

Ae I un1.r,,tation ot th• ,laocratlo at.t.1tade ud epi.rU et 

liadd1•, tbeN 11U DO ti.tiMU- betwe■ tM M.U u,l Ute -ri& 

~ erlduoe eage9" tbat -, NJINNAUS Mtorial parldte 

ud HdHftrl ... d1rtJ u,l ....,i.u. !bere .... oerta1a ...ii.u.. .. 

22 



Tbe Rabbi ot lotelc •9bd - ot b1a Baaid:1a wls,J Ille -
in-law d1d not - to '11a1t hill 111 lotalc:. 1'ba - Npliad: 
•a. feara, u .._r bu 1t, that U. rabbil triN to lane all 
b1a Baaidia loH all tbeu waltb Uld bee- poor. •lS 

The Baaidia took gnat pr1da 1D tbau wr·k. The t,pe of 

trw one bad was not u 1aport.ant aa bow be biaHU felt abolat 1t. 

It -• not • •ana to an end wbere oae w~ for• •ateriaUatio re­

nrd bQt for tbe ••• of_ Be-. Ro occapat1on ••• too -.ial, fer 

the Buid, bee- ffel'J' upeot or work oaa 11J11ie,r the -tcbM •• 

of the Lord. 

Rabbi llo•be 111obal., a proepeNGa Buid • •·• proad that Id■ 

pJ'OrH■1on •• ntfio1u~ 1aportut to warrant the ■ONti.DJ or 

God. 

I • • •aao•r -aJldotd l!Jfirtn. S..,.rnnon to 
drav •aeon load• or _.-.. 

h•l'J' w,q of uldJII • ll'lillc 1a good. .l •• ca •pport 
b:1aNU nu b7 ucic alom, What utt.r•• 1■ that U. 
buiMH not be dHp1cabl• 1D bi• """ ■71,a. When a -
de■p11ea bi• 011D bQ■imu, 1t b an ind1c:ation that be 1• 
laoldng 1n pu-ity. 17 

2) 



Vboeftr -.,.,, tlie trait of bi• labors.. creat.r t.ban tbo 
- ,ibo fear, Houen. Tut s.., tile - no onj,,J• tlie tnit• 
of bl• labor bD.t walk• with bia bead 1n Benn b groatar 
t.ban be wbo Ollly fear, a. .... n.18 

>. Hand approachH ffoJ:'1t,b1ng ho doe• witll pate and ntalit7. 

Were be tc pvno bi• work with nc, -re i.Dt.reet ether tllan • ••• 

tc earn a llrl.nc, be -ld be dlll;71ng hiuelf Htiatact1on and j07. 

Bach day wllld be- -re 11111:loarablo than tho prooodbg util f1.nally 

ttbere -1d be a -i,lot. 119Cat1cn cf Gcd'• pirpo,ao. It S.. net fer 

God ONat.d ■an eo that be -1d lot bi■ ah.are in the doUght, 

that c,- he■ writ. Kan be- • c,o-eharer with God by c,c,11Ua&1ng 

CID oarth tho croat1To Jll'CIOOH 1D Hb 1-. J.. .,ut.hoaS.. ct •artlllJ 

work, the J01 c,f ouniDg a llrlnc, and ga1.dng na:io- c,c,wplad 

v1th a pitlu attitw, coed 1ntent1c111, and a hc13• pll'PON aairvH 

tho Hand that tbo WW of God 1• beiJI& aornd. 



•v h , . CHAPTER IV 

THE HASI D IN SOCI.EIY 

The daily activities in the life of the IIAS,ID in relation and 

association with the cofflllunity and h er many ins ti tuitions collU)rise the 

society of the HASID, 

It inc lud"s " u ry aspect of his r e l ationshi.p and co•itment to 

the lif., of the Shteol. 

In addition, his associations and experienc:e with his fdlow 

Hasidim, the Rov, and the Zaddi k are all part of the Hasi d and bis 

society. 

The H·asid in society - is thte Has id perforn1ing 11itzvot, doing 

pious deeds , and s t udying Torah. 

The Hasid in soci~ty is then his complete 1utd tota l i mm.ersion 

i n every facet of his com1unity. 

There ue three periods in ,a 11an'a life:: 
1.- Youth. during which is heart wanders aifter bis dttsire s 
2.- Maturity, when the desires decrease 
3. - Old Age, when he bas no desires what e.vi!'"r 
This is because a man haa three associates - his flll>tber, his 
fat her and th" Holy One blessed be He. Th,erefore, during his 
youth he has many d"sir"s from t hes" parts of him deriving from 
his m<>ther and his father. During maturit ir his ,ootbe·r's part 
has already vanished, but he still has des:lres from his f ather' s 
part; whereas in old age htt has no more deisires at al 1, for at 
that pe riod the part of the Holy One bl.,ss,ed be Re totes 
prtt-~minence. 1 

Youth is t hte time for eating, and t he time for sleeping is i n the 
g rave

9 
Ther~ is no time for sadness. Otbe·rs call it s adness, 1 

call it ~i•ply cast i ng off God's yoke, 2 



Once at an auspicious time Rabbi Mendel e.xc,itedly told bis 
teacbH that be actually saw, at twilight, tbe angel that 
rolls away the ligbt before the darkness; a,nd at daybreu: 
the. angel that rolls away the darknus from, be.fore the light. 
Rabbi Elimelech said to him, -Yes , Mendel. Sot tbougbt,too, 
in my youth. After that one does not see t ·bis' . 3 

There are ZAOOil:IM who complete their holy tasks in this world 
and the tillle COMO £fir tbe,o to depart; tber.1 they tu:e counsel 
)lit'bin and find new service in order to leragthen their days. 4 

A certain me rchant complained to the rabbi of Kotsk that he waa 
always buay a_nd bad no title for re_flectlon, let alone for taking 
moral stock. The rabbi aaid to hi•: 'Let 1ne adviae you to set 
aside so11e t.u11e tor )'Ourself. 'Wbenever yoa, go down to tbe wine 
cellar to take a bottle of wine for your mt:al, stay there • little 
while so that you can reflect calmly. litt·le by littie you will 
be able to tu:e "'°ul stock also. .s 

Once Rabbi Yitshak Meir of Gur said to the son of his sister that 
Jews should knock thdr heads against tb~ .,all because of tbe 
state we are in u regards Judaism. His nes;thew said to hill: 'But 
we are. not suited to such behavior• . Rabbi. Yitahak Meir replied: 
'Even though we are not suited to knocking our heads agaiut' the 
wall, still we are oblig,'lted to do so.• 6 

Rabbi Mendel says: •Before main roads we~e paved people -.:,uld travel 
Qn paths only during the day and at nightf,~l would enter inna 
to pass the night. Tbey would sit and loo~: at ~ book or gather 
together for friendly talk, whereby they ...,,uld arrive at a comunion 
of the hearts. And,Tbere would be someon~ alone with hifllself,even 
aaid the group, exuu.ning bis deeds and sti rring bi11Se l f to re­
p~ntance Md .regre,. When the roads caae into the world everyone 
began s.;urryiog about whetber it was day 01· night, with no tb,e to 
look at a hook or speak to a human being. Hurrit,d ••n are always 
on the roads, :a.nd the :oa.d weakens the feat· of h4eaven'.. 7 

If simple, crude men enter my Succah I mus t· endure them and not 
turn tbeffl away, for tbe Holy One bles s4'd b., He is a patient one, 
too. a.s i .t is written, 'forgiving iniquity• . And in the future, 
in the Suceab of 1,eviathan, the 2:AODlKIM will be seated with tbeir 
crowns, and I too will pusb "'' way in to sit there. Should anyone 
cocee to put 111e out, . .saying, '1fbat is suc:h n crud~ man doing here?• 
I l<ill clai• that siltple men sat in fflf Suet:ah and l tolerated the11. 8 



Good ■IIIIDtrl c.,... lkfore leunlnc: that ia, sene u introduc­
tion to Torah. £•en u one teams the content• of a boolt bp 
reading the f.ntmductlon , ao a ■an•• traitti show what his le-am­
i ng is. 9 

When a aan does not want to 1 i •e cbaritp he aaya tbat h is wife 
is holdin1 back his hand. Thh is • ' help" a1ainat the■. 10 

ln r:otslt they old: 'Tbe Hualdia of lotsk perfor,a MITZ'«>T 
aecretly but tranagreH openly; other& dD 1rhe opfOalte, aiMinc 
secretly and fulfllUnc the e_,,andioenta 01penly. Nonetheleu, 
it is easier to catch others al.nniag thu, ,: a tch the Huaidla of 
l otal< fulfil line eo■■ancl■enta. 11 

Once a cutain rich aan brou1ht Rabbi Yehirl Meir of Gustinin • 
clft - a precious flul< of old wine. Rabbi Ydliel Mdr uked if 
he too locked hi.a door with an iron cbain, aa is the cuat- of 
rich ■en in our day. When the rich ■an said yea, Rabbi Yehlel 
Meir asked hia: 'And what will you do when Elijah the Prophe t 
co,aes and aeelts entry to your house and finds the door locked 
with an iron c hain? ' And he did not accept the cift. 12 

A ,.iser once a.sited Ra~i Do• Baer i f he ltne• a poor ■an worthy 
cnouch for hi• to ,1ve a contribution to . Rabbi Bae r &ft8flred 
hia: ' Is your 110ney ao speci al that it re-quires a particularlp 
worthy poor "an? ff i t were so special i t would not ha•e fallen 
i n t o your poaaession.' 13 

One who wiahes to arous~ people's beuta l n the direction of 
pe nitence should not approac h them with wc,rda of ancer ond rebuke, 
but with gent lcne:ss and co111poaure. i n • 11u.nne.r of accept •nee and 
conciliation. Only paths of pl•uantneu brine bearta c loser 
tn our Father iP Hea•ca. 14 

~.Si■ha Bunia a aicl: 'On• c an acco■plleh •"• thtouch h eppy pray­
ing than tbroug!l tearful prayinc. Once, i n Danzic , be aaw a ■an 
fallinc ,nto the ua and becJnninc t o drolfll. He u id to bi■: 
' Give ,., beat to the Leviatha n '. Then tb4, Lord c•• to Ilia rescue, 
tor be sdud a flo ating plank and wu aa,,ecl. H• aaid that he could 
not help the •an bee.,..• he wu so upaet. Theo , efter tbe joltinc, 
fro■ Whic h h• duhcd .,,.., joy , be could bdp tbe clroW1linc ...... u 



a..f 

Once a atout, well-to-do J e w cue before Rabbi Yebiel Meir 
of Gustinin. Rabbi Yehiel Meir greeted hi• joyfully: •so .,ch 
Jew, kinahera' . 16 

There are two kinda of ZADDJKJM who rebuke tbe people. There 
i• the ZADDJI: who ■all:ea a deep impression si!IJ• ly by apeuinc1 
he do~s not have to bolster bia speech with ~rguaenta , for bis 
speech itself penetrates tbe he art of the listtener. Aod there 
is • ZADOll who ca1V10t inf luence others throu11h speaking alon!, 
but •ust adduce ar,...enta and quotations, and ■uat he a polished 
speaker. 17 

fro11 the t iae of Moses our teacher, the prophe·ts and the heads 
of the Golab until t he late generations of RA.l!IIIANUI and GN:>HlM 
t he people would render honor to the great ■en, of the generation, 
for the ZADDil is the foundation of the world. But when tbe genera­
tions decrease in size and hearta beeaae a■aller, the honor rendered 
the aagea aubaided. Fro■ the ti■e of the Baal She■ Tov once '"°re 
the ZAOOJl regained hia e■inent position and his n•e was honored. 
So we see that Hasaidis■ is si■ply resto r ing a beaut iful ancient 
practice. But the adversary looks with a jaun,~iced eye on the 
ZADDJIC and attacks the u ... sidim who accept the authority of their 
Rabbi. 18 

Rabbi Zvi Hirah of Zditcho\' declare~: 'There a1re sects of HasaidilO 
who journey to their rabbi and declare that thc,re is no rabbi in 
the ..,rld other than theirs - this ls idolatry.• Rat~r, let tbia 
be s aid: Every ZADOIIC is good for his Hassidi,o and every rabbi- for 
hia pupils: but our r al>bi is ll(>Od for us. for c,ur concerns• . 19 

Once Rabbi Yaalco\' Aryeh of Radziain sat on a c b•air near hi& table 
-and a ~•ssid stood brfore hi■, bending over in order tout hi• 
something. The rabbi, incensed, rebuko,d him: ' Why tbis stooping 
o\'~r7 Are you bowing down to ee, Heaven forbid?' 20 

Once he heard t- young Rassidi■ talking llbout the de layilljl of the 
rec i tation of prayer beyond its allotted time. They argued that 
there could be nothi ng wrong with it, Heaven fo~bid, since their 
ra.bbi, too, did so. He o rdered that they I><! ca;lled before hi• 
and rebuked them before a gathering of Haaaidim, saying: 'It is a 
co ... and:Jle.:nt- that prayer be recltrd at its propet~ t-i■e, and adduce 
no evidence fro,. the fact that I .., fu 11 of ai 1,uenta and at ti•es 
cannot pray at all, even though according tc th<! l aw I aa not 



obligated to pra,. You can learn nothing wba~ever fro• what 
your rabbi doe,. lfben one aeu that hia rabbJ. dou ao•ethl,,_ 
not per.itted bf the Law, he CUIIIIOt use tbat ,.. an ex-le to 
follow. Now I .., ah•ing 11en In public - aho••ld you learn 
this vile trait fro11 me? He wt,o sh .. ee a ■an in publ ic hu no 
port Ion in the wor ld to co.e. 21 

In the Pr irstly Benediction It ls written: 'Aftd be c-anded 
us to b lua his people Israel with love. That ta God 00-anded 
ua to bleas bis people Israel that they should love one U10tber. 22 

l abbi David of Lulov told: 'Once I learned fro■ a ai■ple Gentile 
in a bar the aeanin1 of • thou shalt love thy nei1hbor u thyaelf' . 
The Centi le uked his c0t0panion: Do ,ou love me? The eo■panion 
answered: Yea. The questioner aaid1 you Ile to ■e, for .,at do 
you know of what I have, wbat 1 lack and wbat I need? ' 
Rabbi David added to this: 'Thus ahould be the extent of one's 
love for hi& nei1hbor. One ■ust know what his ne ighbor bas, what 
he lacks and what he needs - I n body and aoul. One Who does not 
know bis friend to the depths of his soul cannc,t love him faith­
fully. 23 



CH.aT!R V 

The elo ~ucnce and cl&ri ty contained i n t he to l lov­

io& s • ss,~es expre s s t ~e va r ious atti tudes o f t he HASI~JH 

l,o t il t o rrayer a n~ ih r r ayer. 

The se uyin:s were e a ref·, l ly seleeted t o r e nde r all 

1oint~ ol viev. Wbe■ever ~ivercent o r coafllctiuc atti t ude s 

" ere .ii ~cove red amooc the U} i ngs of t!i,- IIAS!tlH, t hey ve re 

l~cludcd , ~ach H.sidic cnm~ent i• co~rlcte as i t at~n~, 

and •r••~s f o r itself. 

Said the Hac g id of Ko:nett: 

1 en joy u -, t idnc in tile wo r ld n,oN t ilai, a good i,r&ye r . 1 

Jf t e n 1,>eor J" ga t he r i n t i,c synegoc ue to p r ay and they 
ask art~r th~i r owa ne eds , aven t bou;!i t he y are in one 
j_,uildln; tioey art co •isidored scatt~red , for e ach one 
i s t hinkinc o f ~•ha t be :- leases - t hl s oue or his YioE­
y , rd, ~bis one of bi1 olive tree, this one pray■ f -,r 
l ife ~nd tnis one r r ay s f o r h i s chil ~r en , But t h e es­
s ence of r rayer is t h,.t the ten qho uld be in one rlace, 
t o pr • y fo r t ,•e un i t y o f th~ vorld, that He ■ic"t be 
One • "d iiis name (lne, a n d that hi ~ l<ingdo 111 mi&ht be t'e­
,oaled a nd be 1oen hy ut In L~ dea r f utur e . 2 

Pr aye r is couFlioi vltb the Uivine Pre se"ce . 3 

WbeneTer , Jcv opeoa bis Mout h t o utter Tor.a or a pr ayer 
t h e h"sts o f he~ven d re t o ld t o t.e ,ute t , ce•se thei r •er­
wicc nnd listen to lhe joyous sound nnd to the p rayer: 
ottly after t ha t do the y drav ni gh to of f er ur sooc he ­
tore the •tng, t he klng of kines, lhe tto \y one , t eased 
b e He. 4 



•hen a ■ao i s ~c a ~o~cr ltvel it i~ best tba t he 
pray out of a prayerbook, for eeeia& the letter■ 
givea hi■ tue pover to r ray devoutly. Hovever, 
vben be ls ■ore fin1ly attached to the urper vorld, 
i~ is best to close tbe ey~ s , so that hl~ v111ou 
m1:ht no t rrevent him f r om beluc atta~hed to the 
up:,er world . S 

l knov unthlnc, except t ha t l vrar ~yself in the 
lafinite {El~ Sor) and •hoot : 'Hear O l 1raell' 

Once be sbnuted 1 He~r O I1r•ell' ~1th such strftn&tb 
that t he plaster fell fro■ the ceilinu . 6 

The pr incipal i■r~ rtaoce of frayin& with enthusia1■ 
is t h e iapressi on {it leave s) in the inner portion 
of t he heart; for enth usiasm durioi 1u-aye r 'll&ry like­
ly reae~bles, •• it Jere, a ,ratified desire . But 
the imp1ca1ioo remain ■ in the heart, unfulfilled, ia 
■ore i ~rortant , Prayer is oevtr cn■rleted, for it1 
remnant, always flu t ter in th• heart. 7 

It is " great •ct of (,aviue) loviu, kinducss that a 
11an l i ves after recitiog the~ p r·ayer; fo r i t 
would only be natural that he •i>ould die in the cours e 
or r r~yin; because of the ,re•t ener gy be cx~ond,. 8 

Io prkyer l :o Jown, then up; up , then dovn, like the 
c a! taiu of & ahir dos~io& about on ita ladder■ i n 
o cder t o ~Du~ ~o~ ~o steer tbe s bi~. 9 

: i,y say t h'lt one siloul,' pray ;Se ri~u1ly? l a ther e a.ny­
thi u& that cau be done withdut serl ~u1ne1a? 10 

~ wan cannot r r~y prorerly unless he is ~urrounded by 
l i~ht on all sides , 11 

nabl).i Levi l'it.sba:C " oce asked .a ca11tor- oi hia ho■e 
town: ' Wily is 1our Yoice hoa rse ? ' . , 
The cantor auawered1 1 8eoau,e I praye·d before tne Ark, 
Rabbi Levi YiUh'lk. answe red: 'Bu~ it Y<'U had pray .. 
io Croat of the Kaster of the Universe, rather t han 

1 io fro nt of the Ark , yvur Yoice v~uld not be ho•rae. 12 



One • u~t_o~ly t~ink constantly or the re~r of 
~od and Hi, g roatuosa . And a ZADDir. r •iaiug 
his hands i n rrayer tdrougb ~c1t ac1 and cc,.,..un­
ioo ~itb r.od is en e xamrle oC what w.a to be 
round in the Temple. 13 

Rabbi Zu11a , making a !ice di stlnction said: 

' »l ess tite Lt> rC:, wi10 ls t c, be 1a-,,.sed • - e'fery 
blcssini. t ha t .,e ~tt~r, ,•hethcr it be ·Lbe IIIOTZI 
o~ ec b read, o r t he SUCll~CCL ove r wa te r or --­
PRI H,u~7~N o•er vine, sh~ulo be dl r ec~ed not at 
t h e pldasure J orlved frnnt t he b read, w~ter or 
wine, b.i t f r or.i Him mas lie b• Bles1ed, .ror 11e is 
t he raes sed I),,., in everything . lleaveu fo r bid 
that ~e ~tte r ~ bl~ssing over t ho pleaaure we 
derive from s omething. ;tis L~)d of Ra~bi Zusy» 
tha t he RftLe r ~s Lel three d~y\ ,ecause dur io, the 
rcciu.tion o f t he M:l,Zl he clireeted t ho r r,yer to 
his <'"" rlc a ~ure. 1-1 

';hy do we not s,1y n ,>less; n, bef ore gi•ring al ms AS 

wi t h n t hc r good desd s? Because th e God-fenriog 
vJll bec~■e ~bsnr~ed in r rerario; ,or ~he bles sinc 
~ ~d (('cuslttC ~ttent i on o~ it ~nd in t h~ me anwhile 
the r n<' r wJJl eAr irc oC hunger. 15 

The RAV ~abbi Abra~a~ Latcaelbol&c~ o~ce a sked 
:ta bl>i :.,-vi Y 1 tsb.k : ' I/by do tite ilt~ldi11 rcci te tbe 
~ and • l• e ::ilent r,.ovot ion uot ,:urin11 t he rre­
scribeu tin,c ? ' llaill•i Levi \'ii:s l1~k an1,-c.red, 1 1i.ab 
Abrah .. , 'ft nev~I' :,ea rd tell that t .ier 1• is a cloa1< 
in neaven thRt ~u:pls rer~r to in o rde1· to in o rde r 
to Jirect pr,.yer• proper ly. I , Levi Yl tshak , t hink 
that a Jew 11u$t annnuor.e it eYery i,our that ..-e haYe 
one .;od , 111d :auat alvays serve the Ka■t) a ay Ue be 
bles~eJ, not necessarily in accordance ~itb the 
cl i cta te5 of a wa tch. 1 16 

They u ,ed to set a.;id• :,ne hour and_rrny so that they 
could direct their he a rts-that i s , i o t he saae ho ur 
t hey rrayeit t h.:.t they .,,,uld be "nrt hy nt Prayer 
with di recti on. 17 



It i • wri tt~o in Eccle1hste1 4:17, ' Guard t h, 
foo t when t nau i aest t a t l\e b t" u <e of Goe!. • ?bat 
ls, b eva re of habit and vut vhe u you &a to the 
house o! ~t . The re 1s no holiaesa vit~o■t in-
1tov2 t ioo. 18 

Bvery night before sleer Ha-Yehudi vould offer 
a <>p~cial pray er fo r the h ealth of hi s eoe■ie1 
and rerdecutor■• 19 

Tber■ a re ZAJlDIKlH v ba Cao b~ effective pra.y illg 
sileu tly, e v e r y ut t ~ r Aace working l ts e,lf ect . 
Aud thr re are ZAn DIEIH who are no t on tlti1 level 
but n,ust p ray t o tt. e :, a111e may lie bo Dlua■ed by 
cryi "II • la•1d. :!O 

~abbi ~aw id, the son of R1 bi i ~en~■l, Fell s erious­
ly ill ""d c a~ e close ta Jeat h , Butac t he last 
m~ment he g■ thered strengt~ and v.nqui~hed hls 
illness . ,a that molllen t l1i 1 father caJOe in a nd 
ask ed him 1 >,y 10a, 01 you were aba ut t,, die, vhat 
d id the evil !nclin .. ti on say to you?' Ra.bbl llavi d 
answered bi•: 'The evil inclinat ion cane t a we .nd 
said t h e following, 1 low that t b e Momen t vhen you 
a 1·e abou t to ..:~rar t this wot ld :,:i.a ca••~ , it is ap­
r r arrlate t ha t ~.- u confess lo a lounJ ·,o i ce.

1 

'~od ,th at did y ou aos,..er, •Y Sl"D7 1 1 1 told bi■ t ba t 
the •en o f Ko t ak do no t cho ose t o r rq i n a l o u4 
vr>ic~ . Io Ko t sk w~ 1way 1ilcntly . 21 

r.a b bi Sbo)o■ was accus t oaed to pr ay at Jreet s pe ed , 
like " " ~ wl,o ,,,lrs dowa his vor d.i ; •"i le it was th• 
cns t o m of athtr % • .\llCl!, !H ol his i eoeration , and lo 
rart1cular ~-ll~i Sb<> lom, the f ather o f nab bJ I s rael 
o : :ti::i n , t" r ray sl.,·•lY ~nd calmly, a s though c<'unting 
t heir w.i rd s . r.a.bbi l , r a el of R,&i o said: ' "hat n"b 1 
3holol'I d i d a nd _.,,. t t h t oth,· r : AJ. tIKU l di d ,re in 
es sence tho i, .. me . The :lab\li of ilels, o ut of his 
grrkt love for the holy wo r, s o f J r l\ye r, could not 
conq uer his s tro u; desire fo r t~em and would gulp t hem 
Jawb vord aft er ~o rd, letter a fter let t er, iu order 
to en joy th~ir l l gbt . ln,eed, I f ~c coul, have gul pe J 
d o11ro ti,.., er. tire s ervice 'It once wi t h all lta "orda 
and 11'tte r s ,hc vo ,1ld h nve ~one so beca u s e o f bia 
pre•t l ove aad 1 e a r nin11. hy f., t her, al bleaaed o,emory, 
:ad t h e other l t. l>iil F.lH lo\'ed every vard anc! e ach 
letter sc- tha t i t w•• hard Cor t he"' t C!O t ake lei.•e of 
t hell, so consec:ueutly they 11ould i• r ay at g rea t leo1 tb, 
s l uwly a n~ caluly. 1 22 



Once a villager anC: his ,,; fe came t o him to ask 
that he pray t~ God on t heir behalf, requesting 
v i?.b 1 e children . Ue C:emanded so ■any Zu"!im o f 
them, They t ried t o bargain with him, t,ut 11e 
w~ uld not cl1ange his p r i ce , The villager saic!. to 
h i s ~ ire, • ; i fe, let us leave here ; the Uame may 
ile he bl~sscJ will help us .-ithout the Rabbi 

I 
a 

Lelp, 1 The Maggid said to t hem: ' By the power 
I)! yot!r iaith in the N~nle may ile be ~,lessed, y 0 1

J , 
Lave br ought ~bout ( what y~u desired/ and a t no co s t . 

23 



Ch.v , CR VI 

}liU)' wi10 " rr t !li nk tha t t ile r 1ace of God's gl o) r}' 
is 1'\ t he 1,,.,ven, , and t ha t v hen the y " •~t t _o 
d r a v 11e.ir to , h ia the y n,us t 11ft t be ,.11elvts ur 
l.d:;;i:ier a nd hic ber. l t i s no t s o . l 'b e Holy Oaa 
bless~d b e a e de1irca to dwe l l i n tbe , e;ths, ~1th 

' lli"I that ls " ' a C<'n t ri te .>nJ ;,u■blri s ririt.' 
There f ore t <' t h e d e g ree t hat a ma n reduces hi1 
s t ature and makes hiase)f lit t le, stn or ing ~ovn • nd 
bendio & ov e r, he draws n en rer to Hi1~ n,ay lie be 

Sleucd . 1 

."b,! Ir hole e ~ rt. b J s t he l•n 1 y llne, I,] ,es secl be He, 
Th e i;-,1•ld i s &i t ••• t c d in the C r eator .,.,, Ha b e bles­
s ed a nd we wa l k ln the Cr~et o r rn~y lie b~ bles1ed , 
The re i s ~i•init7 i" cYe r y t hir,g , giving life t o 
cvcrythJng. The r:r ly One, lhs :1ed bo, He, is c l o thed 
in this l owl y vorld. t he r e •rte '"'"' i,e.1rl e wh o -.·e 
o f t he opini ,)r, that the llo'ly One ble11sed t-e 1111 , is 
no t cJ o t h ed lu t ?- is world - ~ ec. 1ue o f Hi s : rea t 
h rilliance. This si t ua t i on r e s e cbl e s t hat ~ be r t ln 
a ;.re .. l )! ~ht 1':lnds on e ' s vis\on , ,.aldng i t im-
ros•ible to s ee, Z 

;)ne c,rinot 1 ,•ok n t t '>e suo t,.,cau, e o ( its g r e1o t 
b d )li~nce , b•at ,-nc c on 6e~ the lii~ht om- 11nt i ni: 
r r ~ ffl it , l f the light v e r e •• l>r i 1 liaPt as t he 
,.,,. ye cool~ 'lot look . t t "ne lisht c itl1er; it. .,a uld 
b llnci our eyes . The Holy On t bles1ed be He, too, 
canno t b e percei ved, Wo r his gr~&t brillianc e b)i'\ds 
~be ey es o f 01>r r e a»on, but v e can re r ceive Iii■ 
~;,r ~u~b itis eQ~••- t ions, and t hey a ro t h e 1aul a nd 
t.i,ou&ltt, t ha t 11, i ve l i f e to the bod 7 . 4 

Th e glo ry oC b i s Essence 11e carinot: att&i ll to , but 
.,. can At ti.i n to bl s 1:l orf in I.he Yo rld9 . ror ex­
~"': l ~ , wiloevc •· i,~ s .. b ,.loved son, e v,lll t hough l' e b e 
fa r 

8
way, r " iuts a .1 ictu,·o o f him i n his tbou:bta, 

;;
0 

it is wit ;, the ~~no , may lie be blea-e d ; e v e o o ur 
ba,d i es are a l ~ays i n hi s t houga t, , 5 



Serve God ih t he , a~e wav t ha t y•u s erve y a ur 
wives and chil<! ren, 6 • 

nne rou s t 1ior ~;1 ip t l,e Cr eator a s if t:1ere is 
only oT'e man in t l, c world - y .. u alone, . 7 

The essence of t he service of God i s a man'ii 
lipki n:c; iiim<elf ~·itlo ;,l l lar ae l , with ZADlllKH, 
1tud Cod-fearing 111eo, that he might th.?reby truly 
e nter into t b e ser v ice ol Go<l pnd learn f ro111 
t t,cir good J deds. 8 

The essence of th~ service of God ia taking on 
th~ :•oke of he;.~ell, aa.d bcariug ~lvays t h e yt'ke 
of Tor•h , the yo~e of p rayer and the yoke of a 
eecul~r occupation, The :,oke s hould be heavy so 
that nae always fe.?ls t he yoke, S 

Heo m•at serve t h e Cr.,ator b}' ardi:ous rhyi;ical 
l ~ bo r /\:Id through contrition o f t he heart , Be 
nnt deceived into t hidkin: t~at muc~ can be att ~ined 
by the .nind 3nd by t i,'Ought - one mus.t t o il, :ieart 
a nci soul, 1 0 

zvcn ·•i thin t ;,-, t r uth itself t ,1c1 c , ,t•c 401.l paths 
until a de re• ~~e ~ t h e p a th of s e rving God alone. 11 

•• • The people Israel, ., holy nat ion ,. have si;eci a l 
tool s vbibh t b e y can at t ain to thinss well beyond 
thei r re ason.in& po,ers, and these t i>ols are: •We 
will do a nd we v iJl listen. 1 By ou 'r pcrf,,r111in1;1 
God I s c~l!'mand.in<>nts we can bear, and. even attai n to, 
the level o f the minister ing ang els, 1 2 

He v i10 opcn.s a ne" 1;1ate in the se rv i ce of the Lord 
is in his :;:e.ie r a tio11 a true boder e qual to Samuel 
in his: :;enera.tion. In e vf'ry age tllere is a rene"al 
ancl this is bagun by the leader of t hat a g e , In C d Ch 
g~oera t i on there are two leaders parallel to the 
Mes siah ben ~avid and the Nessi ah ben losef,,,Tbes e 
corresnond to the two levels of ab solute Z4DDIK1K and 
peniten ts, They open dlc~e t>'O .gates in every 

g enerat i on. 13 



aunam 

1'11 ua:m ll'laD '° ....... 
• VllDCII ~ m wm 

-..t .... U.ld.elilaofU.IMSdia.wt.e••U.IWr 

~ u-1 u i......, ~- .._. (111e11a) 111 u. - t.et..i 

of tile 4qa1 --., _. ~ 1a • IMU'• 1111.U-. ~ 

tJoa,u. ~ snppli.lls ..t ~ w1t11 lit• •• • -

- 11q ...u.. u. -i.u .. ~ i11at 1a ~ 1a u. tioe­

dlu.a er lwlaSaa. 1-cias U. possildllQ ef - Sl'Nt w1- -
t\ ~ • 

\da1lla: an u. w1.a.. et av tndS.U-1 111 eaaldatua w1t11 u. 
~. ebenffU.., illld Ulllilnt.aadillis •f 9ftl'J f 'atllff u4 ..t.ur 

baell to ta U.. ~ Abrallla Ala (.v fatla&l-), f1111alq 1Jl\asNt.d 

Vitia the ...i...- \Mt - t.e - ~ Ill, liffllll lit• 1'"1!. W. 

tb1a 11 p.-.., rr.. t.e ... -. u.. ~ ...U..-~r W.S tMt • 

..,..._.,._.•allWNl<NMilllln-~ 4._..eiwlleM.tlfl--. 

..... _-1.dwat t._ .......... ~ .... ,,_.., 

pod -1. I~ _,.. W17 t .. , tile ,__ lieial ~ Mala 

.. •-~ u 1lllll u lllll <--> f• ldael.f. 

!IN 1r1Na .r tile auw. _. u.1r ...._ •• t• u. an 

•• appU--.ie te - u- u ti.Jo _.. f• t.MSN., 



" . . . 
" -- ? 

~ ; ,5 ,~, 

ifJ I fi'lf 11 I 'If• ► I • '-I M•I 11 ·I ,ff-
rli· 1(1i'l1 !j!!f ! 11 ll-!1 ~~! 
h~"ii~rf' 1~,,1 
J • ,11 J 'Ii rl! I 

ilio!i~iii t~J,J 
•'Mf -1-1·111~1· !ill 

~l~t~U~l!J ~!ii 
futi•~i'i' !!,1 . I I I 

·. l ~ 

:,,:-.:. g.. -;.. -;- ... ~ '"' 
:: ' ... .c: ..... • ..... 
t: : - - .. .., . 
C. •• ·-

• II ;..• ~ :: - . - _, .. . 

. 
~ 

• L 1.,. ... . ~ ~ 

i t f A : I 1 
i i H i j ~ l f 

f I b r I 1 ~ I i ~ , l ! t j 

q I i • t f i 
f & f a ! r f J pr ~ I I f I , • Iii' 

i r i I ~ J j 
i I fr J f ~ i 
i ~ - ' I ., ~ 

J I • ' J J i , I H 
r ' 

-
t.. h 

n" f I f 

! ' I 
! i f l , 
! l . di P~ 

~ I ! :.:. 
~ I 
J 

= 
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,_, • ••• pu•111C b7 b1a w1ndn at ~•t U.. Tba 
third uo aaneNd: 'bbb1, .ti• I Un! tlla pu• I wU1 
~ llMw h" to behne. Pw-. I will be abla t. 
C~I' f(1 nil dltaiN fff tbe -,, p&rupe Mo Pw-. 
tha ._, M7 lie~ n.aNd, w1ll balp • wit.utaDll t.-p­
tata11. Bat .o loac .. I un •t ...... ...- t111e trlal. I 
do aot know vbat l wald do. • R. Cllaa aa1d to Ida: •I• 
ufl P'"" • prope,- _ _,., beDoe '" an u ~t -.,2 

111 ..,_-,
3
- t.bare U -thiJlc o! Taltie that 1a Mt 1.11 

another. 

WhN OM torgat a OMHl!' - C&1I nae aboT• the wapDl'al 
-rld, 1.a., to u. world of thooacht, wbare ~ 1a 
u. •-' 11!• ud death, ... am dJ7 lud • .S 

'l • not worried that 1n t.lM vorl.d to - tbeJ will uk 
• ~ I vaa 11Dt Jt.Ma ..r t.acl,ar, and I vUl not lmc,w 
llhat t. ..,.,..r. Btlt t•• ud t...rrer ••1M • ,._ I t.ldJlk 
U.., mpt aak • wby I wu mt 7.UJ• il at tbat -' all 
,q ari-.t. vU1 be .u--s:• Said l1abb1 z.-,a.6 

It o• plpli doW1I t i. b1tta1' i.rt> at t1oa Pa■-1' Seder, he 
bu IIIOt "1/Wad bh obU&at ion. Vb ... a aan, 1.11 the M"1o■ 
of God, • DOOUW" "1.ttAll'IIH8t he aat ell,a,w 1t tao•~• 
U a. plpa 1t .S.-- w1t11111at elln1.IIC 1,t he 11.aa •t Nfil.lecl 

bu obll&•t1oa. 7 

Vb.11 1t vu ~ that ti. J n c c! PoJ.aad. -1.cl bn,e to 
he dratted Uto th• ~• Rabbi SblAI• Leib N1Pd Ida 
baud aad add: •t .-or bJ rq baud tllat .. 1-c aa 1 lift 
1ll tlae ._..l.d I vUJ. not l at t.hia daeal"N t.ab attgcst•' That 
,..l'J 7aar be wu called to 1M •~ .., 111&1L-



Yorda tllat - tra tbe hMrt enter the heart,. float 1• , 
Ollly thNe worda that -.st.er .,.., • own a.art and U.a 
go thenoe, ou be •ff• ot1n, 9 

A liAII .,.t HJ, '!he world wu -•ted tor •• • and eo 
streaoulJ ~t iu-u to "P&•~ that i. t•roa• 
U. ...tire world to tun ud npent.10 

'Who.nr nata to be• acholar, Haaid or ~ t b a la.t­
tUled MD, lib ~ otber lot-tilled -. Jl au uoa1d tnaly 
be ~ .. , a -•tit7 in Ilia OW11 &JM, Ila •hoald at.aDd 
nitlllg tor God'• help to - Ollly troa 111a, ~ Be be Bl.H­
eed, and. ■-71 'I ha'H nothlllg, I • nothing, aad I t.nat oaJ;, 
1.n 7m.•ll 

Barth, aarth, 70,, IN better thu L Wiry, th,ea, do I tread 
apon 7oa? Por 'llbaa IQ' U.. -• I v1ll be blll'Ud 1D 7oar 
aidat.12 

Rabbi Meir Tehi•l aaid ;.be tollorlllc: 11, IO' 7oath I thaqllt 
that l bad a aaoh1.ne in-,, -th ud tb.ot I cioald •u,q,dah 
the world tllrcnlgh the power ot apeech. .Aa ts- paned I an 
that Ina 111.taan. ~ tather waa l'icht vha,n be told• ooc., 
u I watched h1a barn cm• 1D tbe a.ea, '(nc,w, IO' aon, Uie 
IION a atoTe 1a cloNd th• bat"tel' it ntd.na tl1e liHt. •lJ 

Thi• world b d.111lar to • buqaat ball. Ja11t u OM wllo 
la.a pr.pared all the aeoeH1t1H tor • aarr1,oge oer.a11,1 
w1 u, t!M exoeption or the r~ hu labored AJlld prepal'ed 1D 
•ain ac-; 1 aan 11ho bu toiled at worldly atta:ira tor -•t1 
7Hn and mglacted to •lat hiaMlt hcl.J, baa •o-.pliab9d 
notldnc,111-

Tb• Zohar tell• ae1 •u it tc aa7, o .. vbo 1a or lltU• 
ac,count, ... n it he 1• tn.l.y eo, u 1D U. <•N or • tot&lly 
anle......S aan, ainoe be laiova er hS.lla•l! tha!t he b or little 
uooant, 1a actaally gnat. So the great .. 111, - - learnad 



1D Torah, a1Doe be tnowa baHU' to be l NJ'Md, - 1.t 1w 
b ai.o great 1D hi• piety ud 1cr- ldaNU' to be great 
1n paty, thh un 1, ot UtU. nooout.15 

A u.o awt alwaya look llpoD ~U' aa tboaCil u aa "" 
n~ •boT• hill, N AQ to lop ore bi• bead. .lad. be who 
doH IIOt '" b1aM!t ,o - tbia 1J1 a •ten that h1a bud baa 
alNacl7 'bNII lopped oCt .16 

J. thoqbt, too, mat W>&trco l>in• aontba or JINIUDO)', so that 
it ,uc}lt be properly clotbed; ODI -•t not UJINH it bet•" 
that u-.17 

Happineaa -• to a ■an ot 1t .. 1C1 i t ii llbat th• sOlll CNla 
ho■ tba world ot bappimaa, and needs aot.hlllc to oaue 1t. 
u tor joy, that 1s 1lhaD a ■m wbo .....ta to be haPP7, sNka 
vays to bri.Dc i t about, u by d.r1nlr:1,. , ll1teA1Jle to ao•• 
and danciJll. Joy 1a Nftaled tbroach th• Uaba, im.n a un 
danoe, and ■akll1 ■o_nt,. ilut bappi.DIH 1a HHnt1ally 
1D the ha art .18 

n. 11Agc1d ot Ke&nitcb add: •lilo"1.d that I oovl.d kin ti>• 
, croll of tba Law with u great lON aa t.be Baal Sba Tn 
~ lr:in a J=-!•h child lie ta11t..d and toud to kmw tlle 
l!ebr.- alplubet. 9 

l MNr bed Med of an;)'tlll.nc tut I 41'! oot baN , tor aa lone 
u I did not ban a p N D tb.1Dg I na oartaill that I had no 
med of u.20 

OnUl I ~• the habit. o! batJ:M tr. -., ti.art I e-t. 
look 11pon -.,Mlf aa a ~,-r pei:-eo■ m I appear, 1n -., oe 
eight, aa ODI oot .u-. 21 



Three wbo - worM thllll ffil.doers aNl n.o- wbo 
atudy the Torah only tor ih nrfaoe ••aninc• tbon vbo 
•i.e and torgiff th-lftat ~tboM 11M prq tc,d.q 
be-M U., prayed 7estercl-.y. 

I • • worw, m d ~ Bu1die tear • "'°"'• 2) 

At t1M1 • IUII llu down 1n bu bed and people UdJ>k be 
ia a1-e•ping• but at that _.rt 1M, h Mtt.iJIC hiaNll 
apart with the CNator UJ Be be Bla u .. ,25 

To tr.,.t only in 111.a Bhued • -• llot in good ~ •t 
1n pray.r. but oru:, in 81- a.lone, Tbi.1 1• HovitJ. 

S.moa ot God don• t l&J'OQg~ toroe ot habi t 1■ aq,d•aleat to 
the beb••io•J.r ot • aoak.y. 

Whan a Jev bu:J• a n1w bolln and aanct :l..rt•• it tlaroa&b •~ 
and Jr&Jar tbs boaH ~• a land 01r Israel ot aort., 

.l 11&11 abould think, irtor to pr&Jar, •that be 11 pNpt!Nd to 
die Ollring t !M,t praJU , 29 

Prior to bi• death, hi• awdaat• aalced Rabbi ktt.e.11 of 
Ropabih& •Ow- t,eacber, when will U. llaaa1al, - T• RA'bbi 
Kandel .,....red: •Gnen WONI wi~ braaa ... , will pan 



onr ,..., be!oN tlle ~ - .•JO 

TIie Seer of labl.1n WH -t to HJ', U,at t.boff - WO WIit 
aboGt with loac lut.ir, and 1'9f1'&1.md tt- ertt~ it, Wl'9 

•rlinl 1A • nry uba-1ag tullioa. rus -• u 1alioat1on 
that their sina RN .. --• u u .. hair oa t.boir i.a.ta.3

1 

VbeJI 1a JbaHU a de- Wa pUffd Uw1t. J- ...t. cllulce 
their 1tt1.N and vear sbo1't cloth~ 11.1.b t.lle Geat.UH,r•bbia 
and rebbe• gaU.red to decide •tur 01' oot J-• CNgllt to 
be oblJcated to .. cri!ioe t.boir u.,... 1.t ...S lie, to Oef7 
~ deane. Rabbi lfful deolared: • Ov t1tlle1' Jacob r... 
oeind bl■ fat.her' • bleH1ng 1n I H'II' •• clot.boa. They wUl 
be J-• 1f God W1Dt.a Jen, ffH 1t tlMIIJ' ell~ t.boi.r at.U N,)2 

Rabbi Pinchaa !NIii lonta 1poa: •Deo11t llu JJNY•U.d 10 
•ell 1n ov wrld that when • un arlJH• ~ Ills bed 1n the 
•rni.ac ud opeM Ilia -th, ia,sdia\4~ the deolit brew 
o.t !'Na biaMU uto 111a -th. ,)) 

Once the Jw ••• a t U. cow-t of 111• rabbi 1n Labll.a Ul4 _., 
lla11.d1a wwre there and t.bo preH of t lle crowd ns great beyond 
1Mg1.nillg, Tb• J w too waa aong th• n.rg1ng oroed 1111d •• 
Haa:l.d tell llJIOII ".1a and w■s p11lwlc bia d gol'Olle~. Vbe11 the 
liaa:l.d aoad and IIW U..t M WII )laing OIi the lloly J .. M 
be- t..rr1lied. Bllt t.bo J w add to bill: •Do not ~ t.rr1liei!l, 
sy brot.bor, Before our holy rabbi .,. IN all eqll&L ' 

Rabbi Moabe t.,'> 1aidl 'lline Moabe Le-ib1 do not ccap"1H a 
quol"WI tor prayer, 81lt t..11 tailors t.og11tber IIUII •P • con­
gr.gat.ion ~t co..-Utut H • q11oru f'or prqar. •35 

E,,ery TU&bt before going to el11p t h•• Jav """1d Neita • spac,1&1 pr~J! tor ti,,■ veUara ot 111a pora, .. ,tor• aud tllou wbo bated 
'Ma. 



Vby do W not ••1 • bl.euiJlc, prior to t.bo dNd onr th• 
M1tsnh ot 11Yi.ac oharlt-7, last God-t•ariJII .;, _. 
prwpar•t1- pr1ff to u.. bl.e•riAC and Mditato - oartaill 
dnot1ona dlll'Ug the bl.e■-1'11, alll U. poor - 41- ot 
bu119r 1n th• -i1-.)7 

To le■ft_l,o t i. t:rHJ - h1a c:radmH - I.JU. 1a 
ch&rlt-7,~ • 

Rabbi !ebe■bl ■aid, ooDCllrlling • oertain Rn wtio w11l.d 
~ oci ti. Torah porUon ot the -11 and heal aat.­
t.•n, aak1Dc ft!'J UJ11 accate obM"at1oiu and ■ac~ 
1n cam■t.ioal nbt.191, •a. 1• ao buy boldinc tort.II Uaat 
be cam»t cat.ch and abaol'b the t.ach.1.ap ot ti•• Torah, 110 

Wben God br1.Dc• about • mw wilbt ot praot1oo 1n Tol'ah 
or WOl'■hip, be -• .. it. to ■Ur first 1n the heart■ of U. 
.. , .. aw Zaddi)dJI, Attarvard• it ■pl"■ ad■ ooat and n••• 
■1apla •• and ...., ,..._ &at ahildr■ a, Tbon (t.lle 1,nmTa­
t.1oa 1■ oollpleta, that ie, it h inat.Uleci 1n tt!>• bearta. 41 

Jut a.■ 1t. 1a a wrt.lq ot.ed to F-ffBt • J ft t r- tr­
cr■■nac, 110 it U wort.lq to WU'D the Wini acaiut ta~• 
1'11■ ■ign1!1cant thing 1a to H"8 th• Lord with tnt.11. 

111 t.bit !Qt.,.., two reci-ipt1ou vUl t.ala■ plaoe: - to 
brl.ae Israel 011t of the Diupora, and the •-•• to tall>■ 
the Diaspo'f ooat ot Israel, Aad the lat ter will be _,.. 

clittic:ul t.. J 

I u■'llN 701t that all the dq■ ot Jf1V W • 70• .Ul 
not be able to attol'Cl • •uicl• dtoNDt • al• 

1
'-• 

1/y 



~ tat u 1-port&at 1a \lie _.ld u lltu..•S 

;. ..., au paNI O'lff the Torab am \lie ■-n'iae ot God .... _ 
t7 Je&I'& ld.t.lMNt attaimJIC ta tbe lenl ....... M aouUtatH 
• mimt.a put ot ""-t a Jw abnld be.47 

Ia it • C"•t tbiJ11 ta pertona auaclHT t:..a • au ot 
lcno9r clegr,M au pertona auacba, Bat U. C"•t tb1ac b 
ta be • praper .,..,. It u d1t1'J.clllt ta be • J..,,48 

I would ,1 ... U. entir• warld tor • parU.ca ot .Jw bbllbH,49 

A lln ,.. ... .i .. an !Sm' U. IION be u lwllUed bJ ~ 
ganta• band• tlle IION bi• aplend1c' appea.ranae clill1n1.sliea.So 



W. ban bad an opport.wdty dlll'uig tMH 1A1t .. .,.,11 obapteH to 

rlew the lluid 1.n h1a d•il.1 Ut•. TIie pic:t.,,N ot ta. Buid t.la, f ar 

bu bNn o• b• biaelt ha• g1N rs -u, TM u,dent.ul41ag w ban aad 

the 1-CH ft , .. of tM Bu id1a ban beers bued l argely on U.. •IY• 

uig, ot the Rabbi.I owlled t~ eigllt nl-• ot si.1--•1 &•,t Ba-

.!!!11!ln• 
The H:,iJlcl cbOIID for t.bia ftH NJJ"IOt on}J .. -11 per-. 

ceuta.ge ot tbo11 troa vldcb t.b97 ,..,.. 11leci.d. It. . ... , -, bope t.bat. 

the cbo1oe -1.d glH an onrall pict.ve ot the llu1din 1ri their 

n , r,day Ufe , , bclwiilg their J'aTO.-.bl.e and perbapl not 10 ! •ffrabl e 

U.ar&cterlatic1. It HI MCIHU'7 for M to d11aal001tlte w:,Mlt C­

tbOH upecta vb1cb pleued • - r, thtt I 111.ght. rende'r an objectln 

character1ut1on of the Bu1dia and tha u- Zadd11da. 

n,. Buld.111, i t appean , .,.r,e year• &be~ of ua in pedagOQ• 

Tb.y utUbed t,ocbniqvu of i-t· ,u:t.10:i that indacec! and austaiMd 

one'• int.rut. Throqb t.b~ MCiia of atoriu, parable-a, 1.,.uica, 

al)d allegoru1 t.Aat held OllJ' attenticn1 tbeN vas Dlfflr a quN tiOD 

or OU1' 111.~Htandi.ng tb• ... ..- they ...,Gld bne rc,r u. 1'lllla 

it ia -, belief tbat oM oan - to "-' Uie -1t1.-f•
1
oei.cl and -

iu•• li!e and ~ty of the lluidia b)' U.teaiJlg t.c, t.lMir word,. 

Ona SOOD begins t,o knoW wbicb attitadel and opinioDI 1\1'1 'beld b)' - t. 



ud tho•" vbich •re bald by fw. One alao begim to d.111oern om 

Ztddllc troa anotbtt, bee&ue ot hi.a oonat.&nt 1migbta, o1~ boaor, or 

tbe oontrery lack of it. Before long the Z.dd11t vbo ... ,. tu.ell 

uong bu tollonra 1• dutiJJguubed tr.. tboH vbo ... ·U.....lTH 

too bllsy and too beenn-bollnd to utend tb .. elne to • n. ~ e&11 

aoon diat1.nguiab tboH vbo dnll 1n tbe world of ..., and. God - and 

vbo HZ"Ye tb• botb witb clefterence and vitb bvallit:,. 

A.a--,_. one baa nanr ~ tbe 11.ui.d before picl::ug 1IJ) th1-

tbH1s - what lfaald he learn abou.t tbea in Hnn cb&pt.1'19 cond1tillg 

largely of tbe11' own vordal 

I belien tba following would be aell-Hident: tbe Band, in 

au t.rN• o! bu llle, baa - •1J> pu.rpoH - to Hrn •God and rendtt 

glory to 81. MaM. Enr:, act, whether it be H ting, ap .. ld.ng, •tadJ-

1.ng, val.lchlg, or preyillll is • 1-pl:, OM aoN vay to a:plWH NHN­

and l on or t.be Creator. The Haaid 1s happy to !ill al11re - be approachea 

•Hr:,tlu.Jlg b. doe• vith • aenae or joy. He 1a able to accept the 

good u nll u tbe unpl.Heant., !or tbe NW&l"d• of Hea•NII AN •tad 

out jll.at:Q. He ia-a that no •tter bow •ch or how U t tla be hu­

•nd regar<lleu ot tbe •tbod ha ebaoH• to acquire it - that the 

Holy 0Da Ble1a.ci be Re loolca 11pon Hob •n vitb equal Mere:, and 

.Jut1oa. 

For aoN lllJIOl"tant tban vorda are th• act.a of plet:, and 111ta­

TOt one per!oru vitb budlity and dnotion. iltholagh it appeara 

tbat be diaNCud• the literal word o! lav, the Raa1d tella u tut 



God'• will and preHaoe &N tomid fttd.de tba pece• o:t U. S119,slteP 

.!£ult - and to Mfill Ilia -ndMnU N<!'liN• ctNd• and a.,U.U. 

Tti. Baa1d -" the qu•t.1- or tM 111tnac1,d, -.~ 

regarding the bov ot prq•r : Vby 1haald the RH id b• Uait.ed to 

oartain bovs to ,.....S.r Praia• to b1a Creator wba 11,a, 1a .at to clo 

In ,-1 1t 1a pou 1hl.e to diaoen • v■•t 11an-- u 
Bu1d1a ot U.. ai:,atic■l ff'itizlc ot tM labbfl:M• 01• aot.a to at.t.&1.111 

~ with God - tuft&h -.&rl.ou Lnel■ or .. _,..,.,._ Tl>• ..,.rac• 

Bu1d trie, to -3.ate tM ~ wbo 11■, att.aiMd l'l.Silll- 1Dl1tf 

Vith tiw 01-riJw. TIie f.add1k iJI 8 •tat■ of: llllle5 is UI ~ 

bet- n God md ...._ Be c!Ut•N rr- other r■Uci•• witll ai:,aUoal 

1ntluancea beoau• ba 1• not det.aolwd trca b1a fol.lo""• .Ut,-cll 

bl aNlm "J)U'• Uon, 1t 1a not rr- Ilia toii-i-•, 1t 1a rr- lliaMll, 

Be reaoanoe• b1• oorpG"al beUC to be- notldlls• Tlie z..dd1k or 

Rebhe leada tha J...ub -1tJ, 111a cl.1ac1pU• _,. trca tar and 

n.•r to cat.eh a gliapM ot bi. end t N l b1a holy prt•••-• Th-, 

wpport and .. ,t.a1n iu., br1JiC1zic gilt• and -, at:oooaf&lliad b7 • 

note •tat1ne tbeir requat - tor 1t 1a tbroqb theilr ~ that ~ 

daaption 1e reoa1.....S, 

p..,1tene• 1a ,1gn1.t:1cant in the llf• of U. Bu1d, s- are ao 

1.ncll.Md that u.., ask for forgt ... ne11 before -1tt1ne • a1a, heoHN 

perhaps ~ly u.-, han ~nasreued. 

On the oU.r 'bud th• !!add a pproach• llf• "'1th li!S] •bent· 



eat&S7t and ••er cloil1cbt, wldl• - U.. oUier be aND aolitwle ad 

1Ueace to CIOllte.pate bow be CAJI but. •n1.t .. t. h1a 11.te 1D U,,. Mr­

rioe o! God and !or t.be Mb o! e.n-. 
More Uberal. and tol.erust 11 t.be &T•J'&i• llaa1~1 t.ll&a w aicht. bl 

iaoliMd to beliffe. Be t.ei.1 ••~ U. ne'ent to lo'ft ~ 

fellow • cerrJUI(! W • oftr to 1ncl-.de ta DOD-Jew ... wll. a. reoec­

niH• U.. urt.r1alic •al- uil wrtll or .. ,. .._. .. s.g. W- ve 

aalted to • 1-1 ot respecrt Uli dipitJ. llirt 1a c- cue cll.d I 

diaoe!'11 a dapreeat.iJIC at.tit.aw toward - n. 

T1le Bad.d direct.a bis baa.rt tonrd -r,Uiac M doM wll.1la 

atteapUl!c to ~•1.a• _,,...._ v1tll urtaetion,, 

tl,e Buid lifts a 11pU'ioant. pc.rt. o! b1a 11!• 1a tlla ~• 

tbat 1• the J!tt Ba En,111\ and S,t Ha Miclryh, out.wnlJ reterred 

to u the ~ or ~- suoe at,,q, pr~l', ..,4 aoeW 1zrter,.. 

cour•• ve t.be •111 actirit1• o! the ~. 1t. 1a oeeiapad •at o! 

u.. c1,o7, ••~ u. Bpt Bt Midryll, 
&tinted by a clNp aerH of~ ( t.nnt aa:i ta1t11l, U. lluid 

&••• biMel! v1tll !e"or 111 nbd.aaion to God'• Will. 
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Notes to CIW'TEli I I Vlif IS A JWJm 

With the •xc.pt1on ot n1-• ::: ud VI. no dat.. or pabllcaUoe 11 si<nD• 
All •i&ht. • o1-• ftre pablj.1h9d in T• l Ad• by laau•t. PNu. 

lzu .. ar si..s.-nn, a.•,r B• a-,1415 (T.i ••h I lwHt PrM1), 

1, 221]. 

2slfl!A • llot o.rt.ain to what 1t. ret•re· I 1,o,u,... 1t u tM bal.1-
chic lti.druh to lAYit.1C\I• (vtio .. ..U.torah1p 1s ~ fHDt.l;r uc:rimd to 
?.. IJdt-• a School) . SIPBA lWIA - .U.o u,o.rt.a1D of 1ta aact •UIUI• 
but •:, poadb~ rarer to SIFRI OEBB RA!IA, wbioh 1t1 • lt1c1Nah t.o .__ 
bera and llnt..N~ t.111...S to ban i.n ..tit.eel b7 R. !Un•• (S.. 
,!pbh £ncr,cloptd1•, Yol- 11, pp. ) )0- ))2). 

3si..u-ann , I, 202. 

4 Il!Ja., I, 256, 

5Dw., 1, 289. 

~., VI, )06, 



7~., I , 286. 

8 lllla•, I, 22, 

9~, I, ,OS. 

10ll2Ja. , I , ~ . 

u~., I, 289, 
12 C4BBALIST - Foll-r or th• 'II/I.Uc wrlt.1.llp or i. .. c Llu7•• Do. 

Baar 1ntrodllced I.tar,•'• prayerbook to th• lluicUa. Tb• CAB8AW bed a 
1t1"0ng 1.ntluenoe, Hpec1.ally on Hr}J' Baaidia. 

13s teuaam:, I , 26,5. 
14 KlTIIAGDD! • Ardent opponant to Baddi.a■ and 1t1 pract1oH. 

Tb•J wN roll~ or R.abb1n1c Jada1ni and loolmd to tha Te:i-l ud 
Smllchan Arv.ch a■ their ntbor1t)', 

1.5o,n.■t1a■ - Rabbi Z-uy• 11Hd ~ ••1 •• Collon• •.t. rlftr u-■ 
rro■ Ed.a to water the garden. and CJ'WI theN it dim .. • md be-• 
rov bud■•• Belen - t.ll1a Nf•N to Rabbi Iure•l BuJ. Slaa ToT. ' 
riftr - b.1a papU Rabbi Do9 Bur, the JlaU1d. n. p:i-da - 'II/I l:lnlthar 
Rabbi n .1Mlecb, .t.nd fr,a there - CJ'WI bbbi niaalanb- it clinda■ um be-• rov baa.de. (1) Tba HolJ Ila.bbl Iaa.koT ntaulc. (2) Rabbi 
Tiareel t.1111 BoJ., Kaa1d- (}) Rabbi IIMla.bM Jln6el. (4) Rabbi Ialioeb■a 
BHb■l. (Sta1-an, I , 20)). 

1~, I , 203. 

17eocs. or Jni.■h Ln -i,Uad 'b7 .io■-pb l&J'o 1n ·Uw 17
th 

centu, 
Hrwd u a Lec&l a■tborit)' tor ti- lt1tnagdia and otb1r Rabbinic J-■• 

18 Stai-an, VI, 116. 

19auw, • .t.a 1ntellact:11&l.JJ oriented cro■p of lla■idi■ r.....s 'b7 
R, s~ • Zal.Mn. It dU'rara troll tha pneral teacilnp or lluJ,dJaa 
1n that 1t rrenppo•-■ • "-ledca of God. IWWl 1■ • tuion bai-11 
wi■doa and u,deretamillg, oona1■t.1Jlc of the three B.ab..- l.tt.1'9 
Bat • Bootaah (wudoa); Bet - Bina (under■taad1aeh D&led - DNh 

(knawladc•l. 
20ste1-Jln, I, 286, 

2~., I, 281. 

51 
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22ooIBM - an •bl-Joi un!1.n1wd ....... 11 u,pert.ot ,nb~. 
It 1• a body wit.bout a •<Nl. 

23Sta1Jaaan, I, 28,S. 

24oABBU - th• Zaddilc'• right und aan vbo .. "eel •• hi• .. -
t&17 and ,-ral auiatsnt.. The R.bbe vu au~ approacbed bJ 
ttrst going to U. GABBAI. 

2.Ssi.u..m, I , 207. 

26,rug. , I , 182. 

27lWll,. , n, 197, 

28Toli, , II, 101 , 

29Jlia4., IV, JJ8. 

JO~., III, 88. 



llota• to CIW'!D n , TIE wm u BM 

1Rabb1 lapbtal.1 of llopab1t&, wbo di .. in 182:7, -• tha eon ot 
llelldel L1•1rv, Be wu lrMwn H a i.d41lt of great •r1t end 1u1Cht. 

~ um m - ha ta.. BebNw ( 5--•• aoteiet .s--) , 
- IWII to ban •-1 inte-H with Ilia. 

3rnnar St.1-m, lle't[ 11.a-Bapidyt. (Tel A1'1,r : lmaHt !'NH) , 
Il, 241. 

4
llr,14., I, 154. 

5111W., m , 56. 
6 ,aw., n, 241. 

7Rebb1 Abrahaa of Zloteho,r, the dat. of vhot•• c!Mth ... not 
rood, wu • diaciple of R. Slallb or 111.lrol.abars- Be - to be • 
relatiff~ 'tl.ll1llportalt i.d41lt. 

8ste1-ann, I, 181. 

9~ GerahGa u,atit\.t.d Takkaali prob1bdt1nc diYOl'e. ecaiut 
tha will o.r tha ~ that u, rltlloolt the lm~baal reoe1Yinc -aet 
!!'- tbe wife ud atat1ng tba r .. aon fer ti. di•or+:,e, (1. • • • dinre. 
u7 not be !ol"o..:i upon • -n.) 

lOSta1-&Dn, I, )29. 

lllli,W, • I, )61. 

~-, I, 198. 

lJllwl.•, I, 199, 

14.I2W,., 'il, )6. 

1~ •• m , 267. 
16SIIEHAIOL _ r.tera to t be Bl a Hing SSEHilOL YEllllE BJDV Al«> -

that neryt.hinc 1a 1D aeoorda.- with lb (Dirlna) VUl. 



, . .. 

11ste1-, n , 114. 

181lll!l- , m , 1:,9. 

19~ , I , 192. 

20~ . , m , 210. 



Note■ to Cll1Pl'ER m m w m AT W0f!I 

1a.bb1 Pincha• or lorits , a .u..c1pi. er th• Baal S•• fff, vu 
rat•~ to u tlw • Black Kel..-d" wban h• vH a taacbar of oh1l,dNn. 
a. died 111 1791. 

2zuuu St.es.-, llt'•t l!t::BatW,t (Tel .lrlT : beuat ITaH) , 
VI, 4J. 

~ ., VI, 50 • 

... ~ •• 1, 198. 

4labb1 Slaael nialm o! Volosi.11 g1-r1Hd Haddia, by placing 
1t. abow anda.111 - tt.•r• auch u .. m1ric a Urlng. Ila~ b&Te bean 
ralat.ad to Volod.nar Rn - a Mitnagid. 

6st.1iaann, I , 205. 

7Rabb1 Sbl- RaCoben ot Radault vH a discipl• of the lladiahit .. r 
Rebba. Ji. uv U. m ad tor a z.dd1k to be imolTed 111 dc,vn to earth 
• tter a. Ha diad 1n 1868. 

8s t.eima.nn, I, 218. 

9.I!wi•' I , )OJ. 
10.Dl,W. , u , 199. 

11~ •• 1, 1~. 

12 
llillll· • n , 136. 

l )~, TI, 136. 

14~ • • u , 48. 

1~ •• I , 298. 

16iw,, 1 , )O'l. 

17~ • • m , 93. 

1~ • • 1 , 286. 
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liot.e• to CILU'1'EJl rv : TilE wm I.II SOCIETY 

1rueaar si.1-1111, s.•er Rt-Rafidi\ (Tel .irlT1 lnNMt. Pr-en) , 
w , )4, 

~ •• 1. 281. 

3Dl!l,, 1. 1oi.. 

4llzli •• m . 26?. 

5lllli·• l. • 28). 

6 llil2,,d,, 1. 148, 

?lili•• II, 60. 

8lili·• m , V12. 

91ili,, 1, 281. 

1011i12,,d,' VI, 49. 

11ll!li, • I, 289, 

ull!li·, 1. )22. 

1)1llW•• 1. 199, 

14 ll!W·. 1, 119. 

15nw., I, 111. 

1611i12,,d. • 1. )24, 

17.JllW., m , 216. 

18lllli·• m , 266. 

191\!14,. n. 196. 

20!ll14,. l, )60. 

21.Md.,, l , 228. 

~ .. r.v' ))8, 



llote• tc: CIIAPl'ER Y : 'l'IE 11.ASID U l'RiliR 

11:11 .. u Steiwnn, Ba' ,r Ba-Huidgt (Tel A,n. ... : l.nH•t l'NH) , 
m , 266. 

2ru4., m , 265. 

)1l!li-' m , 58. 
4 
llWi•' m, 266. 

5Dl2,4,' m , 59, 

~ -. u , 102. 

7.lllli, , u, 99, 
8 
llzli•' m, 58. 

9~ •• l , 2Jrl. 

10~ •• I , 285. 

llllzli. , m , ss. 
121Wll·, m , 249. 

l)llzli, • III, 209. 

14.ll!l!l·, m , 141. 

is~. I , 109. 

16 llilll•, Yll, 250, 

17~ ., VI, 298. 

18 llzli• , Vl, 109, 
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19~. , I, 86, 

20.nw!, , VII, 99. 
21~ . , I, )12. 

221'1112-, n , 263. 
2) laW,., Ul, 26), 



liot.5 t.o C!W'1'ER VJ 7iiE wm SDnlBS HIS GQI) 

1
Eli•car St.imann, Ba•er Bt:RuW,t. (?el Art• IDNHt. l'Naa), 

ru, 26J. 

2M!l., m , 31. 

J~ •• I , 57. 

4~ •• m , 37 • 

.5~, m , )7. 

61lwl., nx, 201. 

7Dli., Vl, So. 

8n,u., Ill, 91. 

91lwl• . I , 229. 

10.D!l,4., I , 2)0. 

11~ •• I , 87. 

121aW., 1 -, 282. 

1Jl311sl. • I, 109. 
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llotH to CIIAPTER vn : TIE wm SPE.AlS TO MOIE!N IWI 

1n»sar Ste1-M, S.'tt Ba-liaddyt (Tel Art• lnHNt PNu), 
I , 209, 

», II, 27). 

JlllJ,4,, VI, J) , 

4 
~•• VI, 282. 

s~ .• m , JS, 
6 aJa,, Ill, 1)9, 

7 ~-. I , 87, 

8 
lllJ,4 • • I, 2)4, 

9n1!l,, I , ~-
10~ •• n , 48. 

11~. I, 2SJ, 

12rust .• m , 139. 

1Jru4,, I, )29, 

14~ • • 1,111. 

15~ •• I , 42. 

16l}ili, • I. to8. 

17nlll• • n , 167. 

1aru4., n, 171. 
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28.Dll4., II, 232. 
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