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Donna Goldstein's thesis represents ,an enormous amount of 
background reading and research as welll as an extremely well
organized and lucid writing style. Each of her four chapters -
bibliography, love songs, songs of Zion and religious poetry -- is 
developed intelligently and with a very f:ine eye for relevant data 
in the vast secondary material she coni;ulted. Details of the 
biography of Halevi have been widely explored and debated, and Ms. 
Goldstein has reflected the loving attention given to every facet 
of this most beloved of Jewish personalities. 

Hs. Goldstein had the benefit of using the fine study by Raymond 
Scheindl in ber comments on nature and love in Halevi's love songs. 
For the Zionist she expanded her purview 1co include historical and 
philosophical material, particularly f'rom the ~- The 
allusions in many of these poems re frequently esoteric, and I feel 
that Donna has done well in explicating these. In the last 
chapter, on Halevi' s religious poetry, there was hardly any 
secondary literature to draw upon for assistance in interpretation. 
Here Ms. Goldstein allowed herself to respond emotionally and 
intuitively to the voice of the poet. '!''he musical sources which 
she found in such abundance clearly were of help in enabling her 
to pinpoint the most expressi•e and imprussive passages. In sum, 
it was a pleasure working with Ms. Goldst,ein and a delight to read 
the exemplary paper which she has submitt;ed. 
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CHAPTER 1 

THE LIFE OF JUOAh HALEVI 

Judah Halev,, bor-n in 1075 in Toleoo, Spain, is 

considered to be one o f the greatest of a ll post-B1oli c a l 

poets. Through poetry, Halevi was at>le to express very 

beautifully the deepest emotions, ideals, and aspirations of 

the Jewish peop le .' His life and words were truly an 

expression of his love for Israel, a passion which remained 

a dominant force in him throughout his life. 

Halevi was born fourteen years befc,re the First Cr-usaoe 

at a time when the finest group of scholars since Biblica l 

times flourished in Arabic Spain. The Jews o f Is 1 am were 

a llowed to become part of the C4Jlture a nd enjoyed consider-ab le 

toleration . This period is uniQue in that the Jews reached 

a peak of achi evement in many aspects of ·the ir- 1 ife, including 

literature and philosophy. The years 950-1200 are often 

referred to as The Golden Age of Spa1n. 2 This period was 

cha racterized by spiritual and artistic creat1v1ty, unmatched 

Michael Alper, "Yehudah Halevi: The Great National 
Hebrew Poet., " in Yehydah HaJeyj· sweet Sjnqer of Zjon. ( New 
York: Zionist Organizetion of America, 11941), p. 6. 

oavid Goldstein, Hebrew poems from Spain {London : 
Routledge and Kegan Pau l, 1965), i ntroduction. 

----
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1n its a ccomplisnments. Ibn Gab1rol , Rash,, Alfasi, Mo ses 1bn 

E:ra, Abraham ibn Ezra, Ma i monides, a nd of course, Judah 

Halevi a re a ll representative o f this remarkable rebirth of 

culture 1n Spa in. 

Toledo was , at the t ime of Ha)ev1'a o ,rtn, part of the 

nor t hern half of Spa in which was ru l ed by Chr1st1ans, wh1le 

the southern part of Spain was ru l ed b y Moors or Mos l ems. 

The Jews of Spain were tolerated by the Moors and e ven by the 

Chnst.ians of the country. The 1nf l uence of the Jews was 

1mportant. for both sides to consider. The reconQue r1n9 of 

Spain by the Christi ans from the Moslems 1s known as the 

Reconou , sui. The Arab ru 11ng c 1 asses we,re e 11 mi nated by the 
'7 

Christians but the J ews ·· . .. as pol 1tic:ally innocuous a nd 

e conomical ~ aluable, were treated •n th indulgence ... .. , 

The cour t Jews a nd the heads of t:he J ew ish community 

were a l ways in the precario us pos1t11>n of pleading and 

negotiating with the poli t i cal powers to f i nd cond itions more 

favorabl e for the J ews. Many J ews held high positi ons in the 

government and 1n the courts of the Chris,tian Kings. Many of 

these cultured J ews remained loyal to their faith, while 

pursuing ph il osophy, science and literature. As one schol ar 

put it: "This union of two almost a nt i thetica l forces is 

1 Henry Sloni msky, "Yehudah Hale11f: 
in Yobudob ttoJtxJ · sweet singer of Zion , 
Or9anizat1on of America, 19•1), p . 12. 

Genius of Judaism, " 
( New York : Zionist 
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abso 1 ute l y unpara 11 e 1 ed i n J ew ish history. ·· • Judah Ha 1 e v i 

was born into t his upper stratum of court J ewr y5 in Tole do, 

which remained f or a l 1 of Ha l e vi 's li fe the outpost of 

Christian Spa · n . • 

It was 1n Toledo that Halevi beg~n his education. Hi s 

studies included Hebrew, Bi b l e, Arab ic, Algebra, Astronomy, 

the Cast illi a n language, contempora ry poetry a nd poeti c 

techniQue. 6 Abrahams tells us in h i s book, Jewish L)fe JO 

The Middle Ages . that ·· .. . up to the th i rteenth year the 

educat ion of J ew i sh boys all over was ~ractica lly identical. 

Religion was the f oundation of the scho,ol curriculum, and the 

tra i ning that the child received was designed to form his 

character as we ll as his mind . "7 The study of Hebrew grammar 

was taught as a special subJect in Spain and Italy. • After 

the age of thirteen, a boy would beg i n study of such subjects 

as Arithmetic, Astronomy, Medi cine, Gec,metry, Algebra, and a~ 

fifteen , the study of Talmud would beg in . 

A broad interest was taken by the Jews of the Golden Age 

of Spain in rel1g ious as well as se,cular subjects. They 

became especially interested in ·· ... the study of their own 

Davi d Druck, Yehydah Ha)avy· Hjs Ljfa ang wocka ( New 
York: Bloch Publi sh ing Co., 1941 ), p. 2. 

stonimsky, "Yehudah Halevi, " IP, 12. 

Druck, Yehydah Ha]evy. p. 21. 

' Israe 1 Abrahams, 
(London: Routledge, 1895), 

I l.b.ilL., p. 358. 

Jawjsh L)f11 
p, 357. 

in Ibo Hidg]a Ages 
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Heorew l anguage, strangely neglected for several centuries. • 

Traditional lore was as important as aecular culture. 

Alt.hough 4rab1c was t.t1e native l angu-,ge 0
1 Spa, Hebrew 

poetry oecame a branch of Jewish education. Our,ng this time, 

the 0~ loaophera wrote mostly in Ara01c, tranalat1ng Gree k and 

Latin works in order t o spread culture. The poets, however, 

wrote in Heorew. Arable poetry was taken as a model by the 

~ews. and a new Hebrew style was create~ to express the Jawa' 

e>,per 1ence . •0 

The Jew1ah poet was ao la to imitate the Muslim style of 

writ ing using his o wn Hebrew l a nguage. ~rom where dld the ooet 

take his su0Ject matter? Accord ing to Neal Kozody . At his 

sp,ntual core the courtier was 0i0l1,ocentric. If frOfll the 

Greeks he took h1a philosophy, f rom th•• Arabs h is rhetorical 

f orms, he took from the 8 1bla the kno~1ladga of who he truly 

was. 11 The Jewish poet coul d use the Bible as an aesthetic 

model and as a model of history . Biol ica,1 phrases, grammatical 

forms, d1ction and imagery bace111e an 1~tegral part of Jewish 

medieval poetry. Choaenneas, enslaveman,t, exodus , revel a t1on, 

sovereignty, ex i le and redemption wertt now to be understood 

and descr1 0ed in present day terl'IS. 1
~ 

Druck, Y•hyda Ha)tYY• p. 21. 
,0 Goldstein, Htbc•w poems from ;~. introduction. 
1 1 Neal Kozody, "Reading Hediev~l Hebrew Love Poetry, · 

Arner1can JtW)lb StydJtl B•Yttw, Vol. II (1977), p . 115. 
II ~ -, pp. 116-17. 
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It. was in Spa1n, for the first t.ime in the literary 

history of t.he Jews, that people made a living from wr iting 

poetry. Many poet.s depended on t.he gen~rosit.y of patrons for 

financial support. Patrons 1ncluded wea 'lt.hy educated Jews such 

as t.hose who held off1c1al pos1t.ior1s 1n t.he community, 

financiers, and physic,ans. 13 A poet. would compose for 

weddings, births, c1rcumc1s1ons , invest.it.ures in office, 

recovery from illness, funerals, and do personal 

correspondence for t.he patron.'' Through one's wr iting, t.he 

poet was even able t.o influence public opinion. "Poetry was 

a strong weapon int.he Middle Ages and Ehe poet had formidable 

means of exerting pressure on his fellow men by holding them 

up t.o ridicule and shame . .. ,s 

Poems that were wel 1 received were copied or memorized, 

and t.hen passed on to others. Int.h is ~,,ghly cultured society 

"poetry gatherings· were very fashionable and were a chance 

for poets to demonstrate their skills. To prove one's mer it, 

the poet had to imitate a complicated p,oem while retaining it.s 

exact form. Although poetry was written with the intention of 

its being read publicly, great val1Je was placed on its 

physical appearance. Beautifu l parchment was carefully 

selected and a special black ink was u1sed to make the writing 

u Jefim Schirmann, ""The Functio1, of the Hebrew Poet in 
Mi dieval Spain, " in Jewjsh Socjal Stydiu, NO. 1 [Vol. XVI] 
(1 954 ) , pp. 235-36. 

,. l.b.iii,, p. 240. 

l.b.iii- , p. 244. 
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st.and out. 1 • 

At. t.he aooroK1mat.e age of fifteen, Halevi was ready t.o 

learn more about t.he wor ld and was sent by h1s fat.her t.o t.he 

best. Jew1sh school of t.he t. 1me. It. was 1n Lucena, southern 

( Mohammedan) Spa , n a nd was t.he famous Ta 1 mu(l 1 c Academy of 

Rabb1 Issac Alfas1. Halev1 not. only studied Ta'lmud ,n Luce na, 

but. acQu1red a knowledge of Greek, Latin, a nd med1cine which 

later became h1s profess ion. 17 In Lucena, Halrav1 was held 1n 

high esteem " ... for h i s sound and d1versif1 e d knowl edge, for 

h1s honor a nd h1s ab1 l 1t.y a t. anecdotes andl e pigrams, an 

ab111ty wh1ch was t.o w1n h1m wi de fr1endsh1ps l ater. " 11 

Halev, t.ook 1n everything Arabic culture ha d to offe r 1n 

sc,ence, ph11osophy a nd t.he poet.,c arts. Ttlls was a lso a 

per,od of his l1fe where he could simply unjoy life and 

love. 11 

Hebrew poet.ry was cl early t.he part of J udah's educa tion 

wh1ch most. attracted h i m a nd was II favorite ,1nmusement ' a mong . 
cultured society in Spain. He obta ined ear ly proficiency in 

the art of poet.ry a nd his fame spread Qu ickly. 2 0 Several of 

Halevi's early poems deal wi th fr i e ndship, t he grandeur of 

1 7 

11 

11 

lt.iJ1., pp . 246-50. 

Alper, "Yehudah Hal evi," p. 6. 

Druck, Yehudah Haleyy, p . 28. 

Slonimsky, "Yehudah Halev i," p. 11. 
20 Joseph Jacobs, "Jehuda Halevi , Poet. and Pilgri m, " 

Paper read before the Jews' College Literary Society, March 
13, 1887, p. s. 
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nature, w 1 ne, the de 11 ght.s and woes of 1 ove, wedding odes, 

eulogies a nd riddles. It. was Qui t.e f ash i onab 1 e a t. soc 1 a 1 

gat.her1ngs t.o ent.ert.a1n w1t.h riddles. 

What. 1s ,t. that's bl ind w1th an aye 1n it.s head 
And t.he race of mankind 1ts use c a nnot. spare. 
Soends all 1t.s life clothing t.he dead, 
But always itself 1s nake d and ba,re. 

Happy lovers l earn our l aw, 
Be Joined in one as we, 
Aught tha t part.s us through we sa1w 
And aga,n are one, you see. 

(A Needle) 

[PairofScissors J 21 

Halevi 's t a l ent c ame to the attE1ntion o f the younger 

poet, Moses i bn Ezra, af ter Halevi successfully imita t ed one 

o f h1s more complicated poe ms at a poetry writing contest 1n 

Cordova, a crad le of Jewish culture in Spa in. 22 This l ead to 

a deep life long fr i endship between the, two men , and Hal ev i 

spent much time wi th Moses i bn Ez ra at his home in Granada . 

Moses ibn Ezra was the chief li terary author i ty of Spanish 

Jewry at that time a nd made these ren,arks i n referring to 

Halevi 's poetry : 

2 1 

How can a boy s o young i n yoars 
Bear such a wei ght of w i sdo1n sage, 
Nor 'mongst the graybeards 1f ind h i s peers 
While still i n the very bloc,m of age?21 

22 Article ··Judah Halevy·· in Encyc]opedja Jydaj ca 
(First Ed i tion, 1972), Vol. X, col. 355 . 

ZJ Alper, "Yehudah Halevi, " p. 6. 



7 

des, 

c1 a l 

) 

mger 

I one 

I t in 

1d to 

1l evi 

1ada. 

1nish 

•'ii t o 

Wil 

8 

In his great wi sdom, ibn Ezra also said of Hal e v i that he was 

a star come forth from Castille ( northern Spain) dest i ned to 

i 1 l umine the wor l d. "2 ' It was in Grar,ada tha t Halevi wrote 

his first i mportant poems • which r-eflect the easy going , 

hedon istic l ife style of his e a rly yea rs.H Judah Ha levi 

lived in Granada for a number of years, ma king acQua intances 

and es tab 1 , sh i ng correspondence s with scho 1 ars, poets and 

thinkers. 

After the Almohades of Afric& inva ded Spa in, the 

condition of the Jews deteriorated. "CHal evi] witnesse d one 

Jewish community after another going down in destruction as 

i t was caught between t wo fires ... "21 Whoever was the winner 

in the struggles of the ReconQuista, Israe l was bound to lose. 

we see a ne w s e t of poe ms by Ha l evi depict ing wo r sening 

conditions in Spain. He l a ments t he l c,ss o f Jerusa l em to the 

Crusa de rs, a nd he speaks of the s t ruggl es o f awai t i ng t he 

Messia h. In over 350 p iyyutim , Ha l evi reflects the tragic 

sufferings of the Jewi s h people. I n hopes of be tter 

conditions, Hal evi then r etur ned to Tol edo a nd practiced 

medicine profi tably as a court phys ici an. "Li ke man y of his 

fe llow Jews a t tha t ti me , he trus t ed t hat the sta tue a nd 

inf lue nce o f the Jewish no bl e s and c omn,unity l eaders who we re 

2S 

21 

l.b.i.sL. • p • 7 • 

Encyc]ooadja Judajca , "J udah Ha l evy,· col . 355. 

S l on1 msky, "Ye huda Hal evi," p . 13 . 
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close to the royal house wou ld e nsure s,ecur ,ty, and peace for 

the J ews in Christian l a nds. " 21 In To,l edo Hale\li spent his 

time practicing medicine, teaching H,ebrew language at an 

a cademy which he founded, and writing poetry. 

There are conflicting reports on Hale\li's family. It 

1s poss i ble t hat he had two sons and t wo daughters, but three 

of the children died when they were young. We know that when 

he made his deci sion t o emigrate t o Israe l, he sad ly left 

beh i nd only one daughter and a son- i n-law. Hale\li's fame had 

spread t hroughout Spa in a s we ll as to other countries. He 

ma i ntai ned contact with J ew ish and non-Jewish nobles, 

d 1gn 1taries and commun i ti es i n North Afr ica, Egypt and 

Narbonne. He was a l s o engaged in trade wi th Jewish merchants 

in Egypt. 21 

As Halevi's philosophy developed, intellectua lly and 

emot i ona 11 y Spa i n was no longer the pl ,ace where Ha l ev i could 

li\le. He longed for Eretz Yisrael, for only i n the land of 

his ancestors could the relationship between God a nd Israel 

be satisf i ed. Perhaps Hale\l t 's most f ,amous poems, his songs 

of Zion, touch us the most. But l◄alevi's longings are 

pa ssionate and O\le rwhelmi ng. It was the right climate to 

look towards a Messiah for deli \le rancu. Ha levi was able to 

express the inne rmost emotions a nd l,ongings of t he Jewish 

Z1 Encyc )opad ja Jydatca, "Judah Halevy, " col . 356. 

ti l.dAlll.. 
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It 1s surmised that 1n 1140, Halev i l eft Spain t o 

seek his heart's desire - Jerusalem. 21 

Before depart ing f or Eretz Yisrael, Halev1 completed his 

book of philosophy, entitled Tbe Kuzari, 

this single volume for twenty years. 

Ha 1 e v i worked on 

It contains his 

philosophies of Judaism as well as a reJection of Aristotel 1an 

ph11osophy. The Kyzaci has been tr,anslated into Hebrew , 

English, Lat in, Spanish, German, Franc~ and Ita li an.lo 

Halevi set out on the arduous journey to Palestine from 

Cadiz, a 1eadi ng port of Anda1usia. As we know fro~ many of 

h1s poems dep ict1n9 the stormy sea, ·~he trip was long and 

d1fficu1t. As the ship did not stay o,n course due to stormy 

weather, i t stopped at the Egyptian port of Alexandr1a. 

A 1 though d i sappointed, Ha lev i remai ne,d in A 1exandria from 

Succoth to Chanukah. 31 F1nally Halev i left Egypt and set out 

in a small boat down the Nile. He made stops at Tyre and 

Damascus in Syria and desperately continued on, determined to 

ach1eve his goa l. Halevi's most famousi song of Zion, "Ode to 

Zion, " was written in Damascus. A 1 though seeing the many 

sufferings of the Jews in history, Halevi still reta i ned hope 

that h1s people would see freedom again in the land of Zion. 32 

21 

so 

31 

u 

J~cobs, "Jeduha Halav i," pp. 13-14. 

Encyc lopedia Judajca, "Judah Halevy, · cols. 362-63. 

Druck, Jehudah Ha]eyy. pp. 86-88. 

l.b.id...., pp, 96-97 , 
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After Damascus, h i sto ry has no reco rd of whet happeneo 

t o Ha l e ~,. In 11,1, according t o legend, Hal evi reac hed the 

gates o f J erusa l em , and wh1 l e k i ss i ng the dust of Zion, he 

was sl a •n Dy a n Ar ab horse,.,an. "Like Hoses ,n the a , 0 1e , 

Ye hudah Ha 1 e v I was on 1 y desti ned to g l irnos• The Hol y Land but 

not t o dwe 1 the r e 1 n . And 11 ke Ho sos, no one knows h , s 

r e s t ing pl ac e till thi s day . "11 In the mind of h>a admi rers , 

Ha l ev, had li ved a n i dea l life, a nd thi s folk l egend prov,ded 

ro r t he~ a n , dea l death , mak >ng n,m a hero a nd martyr f o r a ll 

o f Jewry. 

Al a paper of th i s 1 1za c a nnot beg i n to do Just ice t o 

t he ~ v• r 800 poems Hal e v1 wrote, poetry o f three of the maJor 

cat.ego , es of Ha l e v1' e poems w1ll be h1ghl1ghteO. Chapter II 

will , ncluoe s oire o f Halev1' s secular poetry, cove r i ng themes 

of fr 1endsh1p, love, a nd na ture. The th i rd chapter will be 

oevoteo t o th• fa"'Ous songs of z,on, a nd where appropriate , 

Ha lev1's phi losophy of Judaism, will ~• discussed. The l ast 

chapter w1l l be devoted to his ff~ny rel1g1ous poems, 

particul a rly those included 1n our liturgy. It is hoped that 

through a n underatand, ng of these secular , religious and 

z i on11t poeias, we c a n beg in to appreciate the genius that 

belonged to one man - Judah Halevi. 

u Al per, "Yehudah Helev1, · p . 10. 

-
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LOVE SONGS 

12 

As previously stated, Arabic poetry was the mode l f or 

the J ew ish medieval poet . Hebrew medieva l love poetry IS 

charac ter i zed by a stylized f o rm a nd convent iona l content.• • 

The themes of the p1n1ng lover, the cruelty o f the be loved, 

a nd the e11alta t1on o f f e minine beauty a re colMIOn to both 

Arab1c a nd Hebrew love poetry of th1s time. The love 

cel ebr ated 1n this genre t ake s on , ts own form as a 

representation of tne 1 dee l • of love. It 1 • not the 

1nd1v1dua l e11press1ng hi mse l f that con~arns the reader of the 

poem. It 1s the shared fee lings o f the o bserver tha t g ive t he 

poem , ts worth." 

The form o f the ty~ c a l med 1 eva l Hebrew l ova poem h 

that o f the Arab1c " ghazal, a short poem of cl asa1cal meter 

a nd rhyme, usua lly four to a111 verses 1n l ength.
11 

The poem 

"La i l G1l'ta, " by Judah Halevi, i~ a descripti ve poem 

f ollowing the pa t.tern of a ghazal . Moat of Halev1'a love poems 

are addressed t o a deer or gazel l e as a symbOl of the bel oved . 

• • Raymond Sche1nd l i n, ~ Womtn, and PIIIeb 
(Philadelphia : J ew i sh Publ ,cation Soc ·l e ty, 1986 ), p . 77. 

IS ~ • p . 78. 

II 1.IUJL., p . 80. 



12 

:,oetry ia 

:on tent.•• 

, beloved, 

l to both 

The love 

:,rm as a 

not the 

der of the 

t g,ve the 

•• poem 11 

,ca l meter 

The ooem 

t1ve poem 

love poe,u 

,e beloved. 

and Death 
p. 77. 

13 

Tne n1ght tne g1r1 gazelle cn10layed to me 
Her cheek - the 1un - beneath 1ts ve1l of nai r, 

Rao al a ru0y, and t,eneath a bro" 
Of moistened marble (color wondrou1 fair > 

fancied her the sun, .,,, ich r1s1ng redden• 
Clouds o f morn1ng with i~• cri~1on flare.>' 

Judah Halev1 

Hale~ , selects physical elements of his heart'• desire 

and describes them tnrough comparisons ano figures of 

speech.,. In these few short verses the br1 l l 1ance of her 

reo hair and her glo ... ing complexion remind the poet of the 

1un. As in the typical descript1ve love poem, the love obJect 

1s hard-hearted and incapable of returning effect1on. Her 

fr1g1d1ty 1s expressed 1n th1s poem ~Y her ha1r - a veil that 

separates ner from others, and her cheeks which are likened 

to stone. The 1mage of the radiating sun 1n the closing verse 

stands 1n contrast to the gazelle, who 11 br1ght a , the sun 

but cool as stone.'' Hal ev1 masterfully depict.a the obJeCt of 

h11 affection as de11rable, 1>eaut1ful and 1nv1t.ing, but cold 

to the touch. 

Another o f Halev1 's love poem1, ·unto The Sta rs To Reach 

Thee, 11 an example of htl feel1ng1 and attitudes typical of 

pet1t1onary love poetry. The pet1t.ionary love poem may be 

)l .. 
II 

Sche1ndl1n, !•001, WQrotO apd Death, p. 119 . 

~ . p. 81. 

l.bJ..O. , p • 1 2 I • 
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descnotive, out the poem primarily de,als with lover's 

1 eel,ngs aoout the be loved . • 0 

Unto The Stars To Reach Thee 

would that morning mi ght oursu11 me w1t.h 
the wind 

That k>sseth her mouth and swa eth her ~ody, 
And would the c 1oud:; might bear toner my 

greeting-
Then, l1ke her frame, so would the nardness 

of her heart be moved. 
Thou gaze lle, that choosest to rest upon the 

stars , 
Ha"• p i t y upon him ,:ho must fly unto the 

stars to reach thee. • • 
Judah Halevi 

It 1s not uncommon for Halevi and other poets of th is 

per,od to use features of the l a ndscape and nature to bear 

gr eet ings. The wind and the clouds are the lofty messengers 

of love for this unapproachable feminine, beauty. She 1s as 

remo"ed as the sta rs - as lof ty as the lover ia lowly. And 

again we see the beloved referred to as a gazelle who ia seen 

not as an individual, but as a shared ax11er1ence.
0 

The 11100d of the poe m 1& somber . Tho poet petitions hia 

beloved by speaking of hia suffer1ng aa proof of hia 

worthtneas. The lover 1a ao affected by he r beauty a nd h1s 

sena1t1vity so g reat tha t he aubnnts to the power of her 

•o 

" N1na Sa laman, §t)ecttO Petros et J•bYOlb Ha)evi 
( Ph1l adeph 1a : J ew1ah Publication society, 192, ), p . 03, 

•z scheindl1n, Wint, WQIDIO and Pltl..b , p. 88 . 
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1>eauty. He a fill ed wi th self-pity. The gazelle remains 

indif feren t whi l e the poet pleada tha t the hardneas of her 

heart t>e moved. Thia form of expreasion ,a in the Golden Age 

of Spain, a n affirmation o f bea uty as a c a rdina l value o f the 

spiritual life . ' 1 

we ha ve no way of knowing as we interpre t Ha l e11i's love 

poetry, if the poems corre from persona l e,xpen ence or 1f they 

are simply art istic compos1tions. '' It , a not hard to 

imagine , howe ver. the s ight of beaut, ful sl ave gir l a ,n 

med i e va l Spa in, ata nc ,n~ by a brook or we ll, washing the ir 

clothes . ., 

Ofra 

Ofra does her l aundry wi t h my ~•ara 
And spreada 1t out before he ~ beauty's r a ys . 

With my two eyes she needs no flowing we ll; 
Nor sun needs ahe : Her face ~ ro11idea the b l aze . •• 

Judah Hale11i 

By now the themes and images of Ha l e11i • a love poetry 

are f amiliar . Of r a , anothe r affectiona te term for a female 

fawn, 1s desc r i bed in the third peraori. we know that ahe's 

beautiful and has c auaed her admire r to she d teara . Th• reader 

0 .. ~ . p. 85, 
Eocyc )99•d1t Juda jca, "Juda h Hal e11y, · col. 358 . 

Scheindlin , Wiot, WQffllO and Pt•t.n• p . 121. 
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,s struck by the i mage of the poet 's tears wash,ng her 

garments. Ofra c a n arouse fee lings o f love in others, bu,t she, 

he rself, 1s never descr , bed as being ,n love or capable of 

love. We hope that the radiance of beauty wil l create the 

warmth o f love , but aga,n, her sunshine i s only a ut,l,tarian 

warmth, ;uitable for dry,ng laundry. The image of the sun 

continues to be something that gives light and warmth, but i s 

remote. It has power over us and we are rem,nded that we are 

but humble mortals. 4 7 

It 1s interesting t o note that however pass ionate 

Halevi 's love poetry may be, the nature of the love expressed 

remains sensual a nd not sexua l . The poem is not meant to show 

physica l and sp i r itua l love between two s o uls, but rather the 

adulat ion of the adored who remains unatta i nable. •• 

• 7 

•• 
~ . p. 84 . 

~. p . 86 . 

t 
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SONGS OF ZION 

17 

As a preface to a d1acu1s1on of Halttv1's 21on1st poetry, 

1t 1s worthwh il e t o e Kplor• 1n more detai l the s1tuat1on of 

the Jews 1n Chr1st1an Spain. lhe Chr11t1 ~n Crusades had begun 

,n France and Germa ny where J ews ware beir1g murdered and 

tortured . The Jews of Spa1n had escaped this plight but were 

now 0e1ng pressured by the Moslems to convert.•• Both the 

Mos l em, a nd Chr11t1ans threatened death at the stake to Jews 

who res 1sted accepting their re l191on. Malev1 was shocked by 

the persecutions as the pretenses of pity and human1ta r1an1sm 

were Quick ly d i scarded. "He felt crushed by the hypocrisy of 

tl'lose who preached the 
love of man and practiced 

brutal 1 ty ... n 
The Jews were caught between two host, le 

powers who were both cla1m1ng the land made holy by the Jewish 

peop le. 11 Hal ev I e11pre1sed the sent 1 rnents of Jews of a 11 

generations ainc• the destruction of the Temple in the year 

70. Halev \ chose to assert the dream of all Jews at this 

deaparate and hopeless t1me.u 
lhe s.ongs of Z; on are the 

•• Alper, " Yehudah Halevi, " p. a. 
so Druck, Y•bYdtb HtltYY• p. 6I. 

'' Alper, "Yehudah Halevi, " p. 8 . 

11 Henry slon1msky, "The Philosophy of Jahudah Hal e v1,· 

1n J•w1sb fconti•C · (19,1 ), p. 1s. 
'-
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song~ of a n agonized people, c a lling for rddemption from 1t& 

tr I Du 1 at l ons, u 

The perlOd 1n which Ha levl composed his f a ll\OuS songs of 

Zion parallel& t~• deve lop,,..nt of h1& philosophy o~ Juda11m. 

He muat have wondered : why do Jews suffer yntolo p•~•ecut ions 

and why are ther scattered througnout thd worl d? Ha l ev1's 

nationa l ism wa& roote d 1n h is faith 1n .1uda1sm a no u· the 

Jewish people. 

To g 111e mea ning to the untold suffer· 1ngs of the J ew ish 

peopla a no to a nswer v,os• who defamed v ,e Jewish rel191on, 

Halevl wrou a 000k ent itl ed , Ibe Kuzar1 - In• Pd•DH Of A 

PtlPJieO Re l1 9 1on. It was wr ltten in Arabic, the l anguage o f 

the masses. It was named after the Khazar1, a Turkish people 

who had converted to Juda I sm l"Or• than · t wo hundred year a 

before Ha levi'• t i me . The three ,nain cha racters int~• book, 

a J ew , a Mohammedan a nd a Christ i an a ll seek through argu"!ent 

t o convert eac h other.'• Hal e v1 ut 1l1zed the dialogue f orm, 

wh 1ch was a po pul ar 11eh1cle for wr iting in the Middle Agea . 

IhA ~ tn•• to combat th• anliohtened, rationali&t 

Greek phlloaophy that most J ews had eccepted i n place of the ir 

aoce&tral rel1gion.u 
Hale111 'a premise i s that the Jewi ah 

rel1g1on could not be atta ined throug,h the intellectual 

reasoning of' the phi 1 oaophe ra but • ... 1 t was a eQu ired b y 

n Druck, Y•bydab H•JtYX • p. 11 · 

, . Alper, · vehudah Halev i," p . 8. 

" s1on1111aky, "Th• Philosophy of Jet1udah Hal ev i, • p. 15. 



18 

;a of 

t1on1 

ev, '1 

g1on, 

~ 

•9• of 

)eople 

years 

bOOk, 

11ument 

,nal ist 

' their 

lectua l 

red by 

p. 15. 

19 

tradition, by the accumulated historic a>1perienc• of th• 

Jew, sh peop 1 e, and by phenomena and event.s recorded , n the 

Torah. u The historic r evelation of events being retold 

from one generation to another began w1th the Patriarchs who 

were 1n touch with o,v,ne Thought. 

Halev1 was the first Jewish Thinker to e>1pound the idea 

that the J ews were un1Quely selected by God as His Chose 

People. Se1n9 chosen by God to reflect th~ highest 1tandard1 

of ethics and mora lity, the Jews must suffer more than the ir 

neighbors as the price of distinction. · ·rhe Jews,· he says , 

are among the nat ions as the heart ,s arnc1ng the other or11an1 

of the body. s,nc• the heart 1usta1ns the greatest share of 

bodily pain, the Jew, who ,a the heart of the nat ions, 

By d1apers1n9 the Jews to tha far 
similarly suffers most. '' 

corners of the earth, th• Jewa, as a God-beari ng people of 

history, could enlighten the world. 

In taking hll philosophy of chosenno1s on• step furthe r, 

Halevi develops the idea of Israel al a Holy La nd chose n by 

God for the Jaw11h people. The sanctity of the l and and the 

people also encompasses their l anguage . Thi& a nci ent language, 

Hebrew, had been choaen by God to e>1prns• HI s Law and send 

forth word of the Prophet.a . It was Malevl's hope tha t the l aw 

'' Druck, ~• bYO•b Ha)tYX, p . 70, 

11 
Harry Fein , "Vehudah Malevi: Pc>•t and Philosopher, · 

Paper delivered at the Boston Jewish Boo~l weak Program, Boston 

Public Library, 19,0. 
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of the Jewish people, the 1r land and the1r l an9u119e would bll 

r estored to i t s f ull spl endor of 1110r11l perfection. •• 

Ha l 11v1 ,s the n11t1on11 l ooet of Juda1am. H1a Z1on1st 

ooetry d 1scovers the beauties and oerfect1ona of the Jew1sh 

oeool e as he masterfully eKpresaea the long1ng and love for 

Eret: v,srae l. As the dream of fair women 1,ad moved ,th• poet 

1n the past, z ,on was now h1a 1nsp1rat1on.
11 

Ha l ev1 9 1ves eKpress1on t o his longing for z,on , n the 

oo•~ •~~ Heart ,s ,nth• East . 

My heart ,s ,n the east, and I ,nth• 
uttermost west-

How can I f 1nd s avour 1n food~ How shal l 1t 
be s weet to me" 

How shal l 1 render my vows ancl my bonda, 
while yet 

z,on l1 eth beneath the fetter of Edom, 
and I 1n Arab cha 1ns? 

A llght thin; would it seem tc) me t o leave a ll 
the 900d thing• of Soa 1n-

See1ng how prec, ou• i n mine eyea 1t ia to behold 
the dust of desolate sanctuary . •

0 

The a,ncere ton• of th• •• 11nea 91v• • th11m much passion and 

a aena• of desperat1on . Th• poet's lon91ng eventua lly overcame 

e very other fee l in; of h1a eoul, and he set out on h i s arduous 

voya;• to Zion. 
Joseph Jacobs descri be• Halevi'a p11as1on for J erusal em 

aa " ak1n to the th1nker ' a love for his own i deal s , or bette r 

•• Druck , Y•bYdtb Ht]IXX, P• 
7

• • 

u Benammi, "The National1am of Vehuda Hal ev1,· 1n 1b9 

J1wi1b Chr9n1cl•, (August , 1931), p. 13. 
• 0 sataman, ~ms of J•bYdtb H1]1x-L o. 2. 
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s:.1 l1, to the passionate devotion of a aa1nt to h1s creeo. 

~ersa lem was the symbol and a type of al l that was d1at1nc t 1ve 

of the history o f h1a race. It was an 1nc.arnat1on of 1ts 

9 l or1ous past, a constant r eminder of ,ts woebegone present, 

1t spurred h1m on cont1nua lly to hopes of a more glor ious 

future. • ' Heinrich He1ne' s poem compares the M1ddle Age 

,oea l o f love for love 's sake wi thout the h<>P• of posseas1on 

to Hal ev1's affection for Jeruaalem . '
1 

. , 
u 

u 

And the hero who we 11ng, 
Judah t>en Halevy, too , 
Had a l so h1s own l ady lov,1, 
But one of e10ec1al sort. 

She waa not l1ke the Laura 
Whoa• eyes o f mortal f1re, 
K1ndled 1n the Minster 
That wor ld-renowned flame. 

No Chatela1ne was she, 
In th• bloom and crown of youth, 
Presiding at th• tourney, 
Awarding the victor's cro~n. 

No graduate of ac1enc• 1111y, 
No l ady doctr1na1re , 
Lecturing in the Col lege•1 
Of the courts of Love . 

Sh• who<II th• Rabbi worah·1 pped 
was a woebegone poor dar11ng , 
oeaolat1on'• very ,mag•, 
And her name-Jerusal em. 

1 

Jacobs, "Jehuda Ha lev1, · p. 13 . 

.lllld,. , p. 12, 

lam· 
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Ha1ev1 's ooe,ns of Z1on s e t Jeru:sa l e 111 on h1gh as the 

person1f1c:a t.1on of J ew ish history. He ,~as a bl e to touc:h t~• 

lives oft.he Nd1evel Jew and put. forth ,n words the deepest. 

and ,nnermost feelings o f his people . •• 

Th• greatest of a ll Halev1's aongs to z,on 1s the on• 

t.hat. 1s c:hant.ed 1n synagogues today on the Ninth of Av, t.he 

annlVe raa ry of the destruc:t1on of the Sec:ond Temple . It ,a 

Ha lev1 •• Ode to z,on. It ,s a Z1on1de par e xcellence ; no 

ot.her poem 1n any 1 i terature breath•• 11 greate). love f o r th• 

Holy C1t.y. Here pathos and grandeur 1nterm1ngle, with glory 

and deaolat1on, hope and deapa1r. · • • It 1s • aong bewe1l1ng 

the suffer1ng of Jewa over many generat·iona and 1n a ll na t1ona 

of the world. Th• poem opens w1th a greet1n11 fr0111 a ll nation• 

and fr0111 the poet who will bemoan Zion'• aorrowa aa well aa 

a1ng her Joya. 
'\ 

Ode To Zion 

Zion! wilt thou not e ak 1f peace be w1t h thy capt1ve a 
Tha t • ••k t hy peace-thet a re t he r emnant o f thy f loc:ka? 

FrOIII weat and eaat, frOffl nort h and aouth-th• greeting 
"Peace" frOffl f a r and near, t ake thou f r0111 every a i de ; 

And greeting f rom the captive of da ai re , giving 
h1a teara lik• dew 

Of Hermon , and longi ng t o l e t them fa ll 
upon thine h1.l l e . 

To wa il f or thi n• affl1c:t1on I am like t he J acka l a ; 
but when 1 dream 

.. Jac:oba , "Jehuda Hal ev1, · p . 13, 

Fe in , · vehudeh Halevi , " p . 3 . 
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for thy aongs. • 
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The poet to goes on to speak of how h1a heart yearns 

for the land and how ne would pour out n,s soul 1n the places 

nallowed by Royalty a nd by Prophecy. But now alaves s1t upon 

the thrones of pr1nces . 

My heart to Bethe l a nd Pen1el yearneth sore, 
To Hacha na 1m a nd to a ll the places where thy 

pure one • have met . 

There the Presence ab1deth 1n thee ; yea, there 
thy Haker 

Ope ned thy gates t o face the gates o f heaven. 

And the Lord' ■ glory alone was thy light: 
No ■un nora moon nor star■ ware luw11n■nta for thee . 

I would choose for my soul t.o pour 1taalf out 
w1th1n that place 

Where the sp i rtt of God waa outpourad upon 
thy chosen. 

Thou a re the hou■a of royalty; thou art the throne 
of the Lord, a nd how 

Do ■l avas a1t now upon thy pr1nca 't1 throne■?'' 

If only Hal evi coul d wander on the l and tha t God made 

sacred by events 1n J a w1ah h1story or through r e l1 g1ous 

a ssoc 1 at 1On. ta 

Would I might be wandering in the pl ace■ whe re 
God wa■ re veal ed unt o t hy ■eera a nd ma■aangera . 

.. 
" 

Sal affl■n , Poem• of J9hugah Hal m , p. 2. 

~ . p . , . 

ta Abrah- Regalaon, lfCM) ' I 3!fl8T411- Si ng•c ; Y• hydah 
~ ( New Yor k: Shul a i nger Bro■ ., 11143), p . 22. 



O who w1 ll make me w1ngs, that I may fly afar , 
And l a y the ruina of my cleft heart among thy 

broken c l 1ffa1 

I would fa ll , with my face upon thi~e earth 
and take deli11ht 

In thy stonaa and be tender to thy dust . 

Yea, more, when standing by my fath•rs' tombs 
would marvel, in Hebron, over the choaen of 

thy graves. 

woul d paaa i nto thy forest and thy fru i tful 
field, and stand 

within thy Gilead , and wonder at th·y mount 
beyond-

~ount Abar1m , and Mount Hor, where are 
the twain 

Great li ghts-thy Luminariaa, thy Teachers. 

The l1fe of souls ia the air of thy l and , and of 
pure myrrh 

The grains of thy duat, and honey frcm thee 
comb thy r, vera. 

s .. eet would it be unto my soul t o wa lk naked 
and barefoot 

Upon the deaolate ru1ns where thy holiest 
dwelling• were ; 

I n the place of thine Ark where it~• h idden 
and in the place 

Of thy cherub1m wh1ch abode 1n th1nt1 
1nnerll'Oat receaaes. •• 

Ha levi mourns the hero.a end mart)'rs of Israel, who have 

become prey to av, l ~oples. Doge tear11,g at lions and ravena 

tearin11 at the bodies of eagles make the merr i ment of eat i ng 

and dr1nk1ng unthinkable. He paints a viv id picture of the 

desecration of a people . 

.. 
Salwn, P99N of JtbM41b tt•J•v.1, p . 5. 



I w1ll cut off a nd caat away the solendour of 
my crown of locka , a nd curse the fat• 

That deaecrated 1n unclean l and the heads 
tha t bore thy crown. 

How sha ll 1t be s weet to me to eat and dr1nk 
wh1le I behol d 

Dogs tear1ng at thy l1 ons' whelos? 

Or how can li ght of day be Joyous to m1ne 
e yes wh1 le yet 

see ,n rave ns' beaks torn bod1 es of th1ne 
eag l e s'>10 

25 

Ales, h1s t ears a nd bit.tcrness have f 1na lly made the 

0o et's cup too fu ll. Ha lav1 can no longer endure the sorrow 

of Israel's &K1led childre n. He begins to sing of the beauty 

of Zion a nd the love of those who have not forgotten her .
1

' 

O cup o f sorrow • gent ly ! hold a wh1le ! a l ready 
MV loins are f1lled, yea, a nd my soul, wi th 

thy b1tte rneas. 

When I remember Oholah l dr1nk thy fury, 
And I recall Ohol1 bah , and dra i n thy drags . 
Zion! perfect 1n beauty • love and grace thou 

d1dat b i nd on to th••· 

Of olden times : and still the aoula of thy 
COfflDaniona are bound UD wi th thee . 

It 1a they that rejoice at thy wel l-be i ng, 
that are 1n 0a1n 

Over thy desolati on, and that weep 
over thy ruin-

They that, from the pit of the captive , pant 
toward thee, worsh1pping, 

Every one from h1a own place , toward 
thy gates; 

10 

" Ra gelson, t acaa J •• sw .. t,Ht, stnger, p. 2:1. 



The flocks of my mu l titude, wh ich were 
e x1l ed and scattered 

From mount to hill, but have not for9otten 
thy fold; 

Wh ich 9raap thy ak 1rts and stren9then 
themselves 

To 90 up and take ho 1 d of the boughl, 
o f thy pa 1 ma . H 

The proud poet def1es Shinar (Bat,ylon ) and Pathros 

(E51ypt) to match z,on'a greatness. K1nudoms who worah1p 

1dol s will surely fell wh1 l e z ,on 'a strength will last 

forever . u 

Sh1nar and Pathroa-were they equal unto 
thee 1n their greatness? 

Can they compare their vanity to th:f 
Thumm1m and thy Ur1m~ 

And w1th whom could they compare thine 
anointed Ki ngs? and with whom 

Thy prophets? and with whom thy m1n1atranta 
and thy a,n;era 

He will change, He will wholly s weep away 
a ll the r ealm of 1dola; 

Thy splendour 11 for ever, fr0111 age to age 
thy crown. 10 

26 

In concluding the ode, Halev1 coffWMnda whoever choose s 

to dwell 1n z,on, for they will see the day the chosen 

people may raJ01ce 1n z,on 'a rede,npt1c,n. u 

lt 

71 

H 

ll 

Sala1111n, eeeu of J•hydah H•Jllr!.l , p. 6. 

Regelaon , J•c••J '• §w••Lt•L S.1.aaa.c:, p. 24, 

Salwn, PAMI of J•hydfb H•Jlll. , p . 7. 

Regelaon , J•c••J'• §WH141L S.iaaa.c:, p. 24 . 



Thy God hath dea , red thee for a dwe111 n9 place ; 
and happy , a the man 

Whom He chooaeth a nd bri ngeth near tha t 
he may rest w1th1n thy courta . 

Happy ,s he that w&1teth , that cometl"I n1gh 
and •••th the r1a1ng 

Of thy l1 ght, when on h1m thy dawn anall 
break-

That he may••• the we lfare of t hy chosen, 
and reJ01ce 

ln thy reJ01cing, when though turneat back unto 
th1ne olden youth.' ' 

2 7 

Theae laat few 11nea of the "Ode To Z1on· l eave ua wi t h 

Ha lev i 'a r e newed hope that the mi afo1•tun•• of the Jew1ah 

peop 1 e wou 1 d pas a and ... th• tune wou 1 d come when the 

tortured and hum1l1ated people would nee freedom aga i n and 

reJ01ce aa ,ta sun r1••• ove r the wc,r l d, renew1ng Z1on'a 

glory. • n 

lt 

n 
Salwn, PP9M of J•hydah Ha)ttv.J., p . 7. 

Druck, Y•bydah Ha)1y i, p . 97. 



CH"PTER I V 

RELIGIOUS POETRY 

26 

This chapter will f ollow an approa ch that d iffer• from 

the previoua chapters. will d 1acuss three o f Hal e v1'a 

relig,oua poem• and peraonally comment on them. ls there• 

common theme? Wha t does ii. mean for Halev1 ,~o be a · aerva nt 

of God?" "s we read th••• poema , ,twill be evident that the 

reli g ioua poetry i a permeated w1th the nat 1ona l1st ic id••• 

d 1acusaed in Chapter III. However , our foc:ua w11l confine 

,tae l f to the nature of the rel a t1onahip between man and God 

f ound in the relgious poetry. 

A HUO T o, GOO 

Aft, wow l • tfta t I • • t ftt • • a • • r•ent ef ••• • (1) 

■ Y Na ke r l 
Tftewt ~ • • • r, fr ' • "d ••r • rar rro■ • • • r• t M• 

wowl• •r•• •• ftea r • 

• , Ma• e r, ■1 lfte .he rd , ( I ) 
Tft■w •••••••••t • r aow 1 • " • • r •••1 . 
Tnow •• • c• r"eat • '"' • • • • 
Thou aoeat • J th■Wtht■ , 

• r , a tft • "• • J cewcn . 
a n• thou , , rta•t a ll • r ••J• • ( 10 ) 

1 f 1hou he lp •• • • h• , n , 11 ••• • •• atu■a l e t 
If tnew , • • , , . ," •• , • h• . , •• Cl ft ••t •• , , •• , 

nl '111 ~ 'f'll-i:f' 
im•~ -rhO? 
0'11 'i~ •~11 vw 

•t,r-q. -,.., nJ 't rn9 ~ 
:'fn':~'9"nffllll 

Ha lev, •• • 14, v,tne rii " (A Se rva nt of 1God), 1a found in 

the Gataa of B•e•atanca 1n the Afternoon service for Yom 
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l'..ippur. The po•t bespns in the f irst two linen by expreasing 

t.he fervent. w16b that he could be God'• sorvant . God ia 

addr eased as a Creator who ha• the power to "draw near· h u 

floe~ ~• a lreedy get the sense of a God who is 1110ra powerful 

than we are, and who wants us to be connected t.o Him in some 

way. Alt.hough friends mey b• far away from ua, God'• prox imity 

c arr1 es with it great. warmth. 

Halevi cont inues 1n lines 5 through 10 to descr i b, a 

God who 1s a Creator a nd a l eader . The God who made ua has 

t.he power ove r our body and aoul. He know• our hopes, our 

thoughts, our fears, and wat.chea every at.ep we take . Thia ia 

certainly an omn1preaent. and omnipotent God. Linea 11 and 12 

tell ua that no human bei ng has a power greater than God's . 

God ha • the abili t y t o help or restra in, and no other being 

can e xercise thts capacit1. We begin to realize the depth o f 

Halev i '• unbounded faith and love in hi• God. 

••"• •n•••t ••rt• •• ,earn,,, , 
t o•• in ce■■wnton wttft Tft•• • 
Wft il a ye t • 1 c a r •• 
••t t~•• afar rro• Tft•• • 
•n• • 1 p a tft a tncttfta 
,re■ tft• ,.,~ of TftJ a t • • • · 

Loro , t each •• I l a t •• tread a tont Tfty (I t , 

trvtf'lot 
l nd ••"''' t••• •• on '" Jv•t••~t an• 

c■noa■n •• ft■t . 

'l''rt! 0'~°1! I'll':,~ •~11! \0t1 
.,.~VO IIINT, 'iH r/r,,t 

,r'fRv :)\°Q "Yi ';'(11 W! 

we hear Halevi'• longing for • cloaer relat1onah1p wtth 

God. How doe• one eatab11ah th1a connection to God? Linea 15 

through 18 t e ll ua what will distance us f1•om this speci al 
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communion wi th God. "The path of Thy steps" a1ppears to be a 

path that we do not travel. We l ean away frorn the paths of 

truth that seem to be the first prereQui s i te t .o be ing one of 

God's servants. God's way is the path o f truth (lines 19,20 ) , 

a nd if we make oursel ves a va il abl e, God c a n ger1tly help us to 

l ead a more virtuous life a nd fee l Hi s presence . 

• it l • • • " • " \n youu, ( 2)) 

100 • • •k to do Tny • ill, 

How t h • n i n old •t• 
Ca n I ye t hoo• a nd wa tcn? 
On God, h e a l. 1 b••••Ch Thee l 
With Th•• · 0 Coo , • • the h e al in9 . (21 ) 

The d a y o l d •t• eh a ll root •• ~o , a nd • Y 

1tre n 9th tort• t •• • 
Oo Tho~ not l •av a • • • •1 God ; do not 

for1a._a •• • 

;i.q~ 'lllrl ,n11,l/~ ;inv~ ·~l 

~;~ '1tt~ :iJ711? 111?.rr·~ ~l4 

~l'r? ',t4 'II?~ 'i IQ !t91 Kl ',t4 

·~·i;i:,1:'Q?.J 

:•~1¥rfir1 ·11:r 

Hal evi acknowledges the overwhel ming ta$k of leading a 

rel i g ious li fe and now pleads in much more urgent languag~ t o 

a God who can heal those who have not lived a ri ghteous life 

(lines 23-28 ) . It i s God who i s the true healer, not Hal ev i 

the phys ici an ! Halevi must have felt that he was mere ly God's 

servant, e ndowed by God with healing powers.
71 

Ha l evi be gs God 

not to g ive up on him during the times h1 s will to rema in 

steadfast to God i s weak. 

Cru1 n a o a nd weak, 
J a it a nd tra■b l • e ve ry •o■ant ; 

71 sal aman, PQAIDI of Judah Halayj, P· xiv. 



N• k• d a nd d••ooll•o. 
1 10 on • Y v a in ••nde rtn1 • : 
And~ •• pollut• d 
Throu9h • Y ••nifold e ln • a nd 

tr • n •1r••• l on1 . 
l•t•••n Th•• e nd •• - tni Qulty wn t en 

Ho1dtnt •• o aek fro• ••• I nt Tny l \ 1nt ■ ith 

a tn• e ye a . 

'l/Vll/~ •~~-;i]~ 1'ztt ','?WI cl°'i 
·1r,", •~r;ii, ::i"lq "~1'19 ·m 

·1'1:~;-iw11V 
:•r11 '111tq n11q~ 

It is evident that Halevi sees himself as sinfui and 

i mpure. He 1s humbly repenti ng before God and confe!sing that 

he is ill prepared to receive God's favor. As ~~ntioned in 

previous chapters, Halevi believed that a " chos,an people'" must 

be the core and heart of humankind and be l~he bearers of 

certain eth ical truths. This sense of Revelatic,n of God to man 

c a nnot occur when "i n i Qu i ty divides. · The religious eKparience 

c an be had by a person who hears God calling to him to lift 

his soul higher. God's l i ght is there waiting to be revealed 

to those who are in a state of readiness and 11cceptanca. The 

iniQuity is holding Halevi back from seei ng G•:>d's light. 

Incline Tnou • t n• heart 
To do the •ervic• of th/ k t ntdoa, 

Ana • Y thoutht 
"ake pure for kno• l • dte of Thy 

Ood • htp : 
And In ■Y ti •• of p a tn 
o e t a y Thou not Thine nealtn9 

Anawer, O e y God , k••P not &Ilene• , 

a ffl\ctint ee , 
Re d••• ■ Y now , l pray, and ea y unio Thy 

7t 
aerva nt: l •• nere . 

7t ~. pp. 90-92, 

v,11::17~ n-Pv -uv, ';Ir~ 111,1 
'IQ\,7i, :ivi1t ~ ~ 

~,-.,.,,,iq-¼~~· 

'li:111' :'!'I~ .. ·'n
:•,:i mt'? "ll:Jl:II 'II! n7I 
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Ha lev, yearns to be God's servant and to do His w1ll. 

Only then w111 Ha l ev 1 be , n COl!lf!lun1on w 1th God . In the 

preceding poem, the poet ia suffering the ~ffl ict1on of a ll 

Jews. He cannot rea1de 1n the Holy Land and therefore haa not 

lived up to the obl1gat ion of h1a faith . Halev1 only wants to 

be surrounded by God'• presence. Thia will comfort him in h1a 

time of pain. The God Halev, describes 1s forgiving, and 1n 

hea l 1 ng, w 1 l l reach out t o those who are ready to hear H 1 a 

voice. Thia ser vant of God, Judah Halevi ia wa1t1·1g, longing ,,. 
to hear God aa y "Hinen1· (l a~ here). 

Another of th••• poems of longi ng ,a t.he famous "Ya Ana 

Emtaa'acha" (0 Lord, Wher e Shall Find You?). Halevi 

cont1nuea h1a sp1r1tua l quest for God's preaanc• in thia poem. 

The poet 'a goal is to reach a state of · subl i me servitude" and 

to awa it God's Reve l ation. Hal ev i aaka : 

Ler• • • tie r • a fla ll l f t~• Yowt (1) 

Yewr • l • c • t • l eftJ • "• ••cre t . 
&n• •~• r • e fla11 J not f tft• rouf 
Tt1• • ~ol a eartfl • • f ull of Your 1 1or, 1 

10'mp'm Wr9 ''fflP1' ~ 
1 dzl, 11'lq Tilll , ,m11 IC't 11111 

Al though Halev1 beg1na with a question (l1 ne 1), the 

follow1ng question (l1ne 3 ) that he aaka 1M1k•• i t clear t.hat 

Halevi believes God's presence to be all er1compaaaing . It ia 

a 11110numental aaaert1on of God'• whereaboutu. He continues : 

v. .. . ,. town• '" ••n•• tnno r• • • t t1oert, 

YU YoM ft••• oertft "a ••vn•e rt oo . 
, ... . ,. • o tl'Oftl , ... , , .. '"··· .... . ,. '"' .... tr11o t. . , , ..... ·"· .,. ,.,. 
Yow a r e e nthrone • on tflo cfto rw••• • 
Ye t , You •••11 tn '"• flo t tflta •f "••won. 

.a•;r., n, ""' ~ ~:i 
•lrl!\1'1~ ~ ~ lf~ 

.aw, p,• ~• ~ ,.,-~• 



Vou • r • pra i eed bJ Your ho • t 1 , 
lut e w ■ n the ir pr1 i 1■ i ■ not worthy of You . 

Th• aoh■r■ of n■a v■n c a nnot conta tn Vou , 
How ■uch , ••• the Ch&■b■ r• Of th■ T ■ • Pl■ t 

.0'/'/,ti; l:111~ 'liJ~~ - ,11m '1!;:Jl)I) 
! 0'1111 '1.10 ~ ,s -,11'f: ic', 'It~. 
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Ha 1 ev 1 e x tolls God• s greatness and power as shown through 

God's paradox 1 ca 1 nature. He 1 s a presence that knows no 

l1m1tati ons. "(God) ,s revealed everywhere; transcendent, and 

enclosed in the breast of every man; a God f n r off and yet 

near at hand; exalted above al l praise, He inhahits the praise 

of Israe1. · • 0 

tv■n whe n You ri 1■ abo v e Your hoata 
on • throne , h i th a nd •~• lt■d, 

Voy a r■ n■ar■ r to th■■ th a n th■ \ r own 

100 111 ■no 1ou11 . 
The ir ■outhl 1tt■1t that they h a v e no 

Na k■ r ■•C■Pt You . 
~ho a h a ll not f ear Vou? All b ea r th■ yok e 

,01l ll~'l c; 'Ii 0:,"zv, l~~;:,:;1 
.01~~ 001,0 c:r'zll ; 1,;i :lllt! 

,01l"' v,i11:; r11 ~ .c~ "l'T. c:r~ 
1 C~t ,l)IJ~O ',~ - ,111~ ic', :'11 '0 
! c'm JlJll :V,i~ - ,11v.: iC'1 '0 Ill 

Of your k in90o■ , Ano who a h a ll not c a ll to Vouf 
It i a Vo~ who 9 iv1 th■■ the ir fooo . 

God's ubi Quity is wondrous. Wi th this sense of awe comes 

the respons i bility of the J ew to bear the "yoke of God's 

Kingdom." The nature of God will be revealed when those who 

observe moral law given by God, purify themsel v4tS spiritua lly. 

J hav■ e ou1nt to co•• n••r Yo~. 
I ~•Y• c a ll •O to You •'th a ll • 1 neart : 
And whe n I we nt out towa rd• Vou, 
1 round You co■ ,nt towa rd•••· 

,i'l'.IIC1?. ~~1 'm .v,im "l\'11 
,,'1)11¥9 'l'.IICV,)1 - il)ll'li? '1'.111111 

.,'l'.\'IQ •"l>i 'Wi'~ •$11 

• 0 Shalom Spie;el, "On Medieval Poetry, " in Ib• J•w■ ; 
Ib•i c H 11tocx, cuJtyc•, and B•J 1 a jon • (New York, 1 so>. P • 
5 411 . 



1 1eek wPOft Vowr ••"drowe ••••r • Ith •••• 
wno c a n ••1 t h a t h • " • • ftet ••• n You, 
Tna " ••• • ~• a nd tha t , • •1 ton a • rocl a i • 
~owr o r aa d • • l t ho~t a ao wno . 11 

c'rnJ er:;; fl • ,., K'> '\:;1t' ·o 
I 01fl? '!t'\11 "1~ W\101TI! 
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Th11 1s indeed a deepl y moving med i tation . Halev1's God ,a 

a 11ve a nd e ve roresent. l love the image of the poet go, ng out 

to meet God a nd finding God coming towards him. All one has 

to do to e x per 1 enc • God 1 • to 1 ook around 11nJ see God•• 

wondrous power. Ha l e v 1 c e lebrates a seoarate h ·; gher presence 

that 1s out of the realm of human logic. 

The l ast poern to be d111cussed ,n th,s chapter ,a "Avde 

Z'man· (Serva nts o f T1rne) . It i s very short poem that 

enc a psulates Halev1's ideal of what 1t meana to be a servant 

of God. 

lar••~t• of tt ■• ar• •1•••• of •' •••• 
the a a rv a nt •f Goe a l one t a fr •• 
Who n aach ■an, tho r o for a , •••-• ht a t ot , 
My aovl aa tth , • Qod o r l ot a ha ll ba.-12 

c., 0'1;¥ ·,~ 191 .,~ 
'f9':I ~? M1."i •~ ~ 
1?70 ~;i ~~ IT'¥ 
:'f~ :,~ '("I\! 'R?? 

Halev, had reached a time in h,s l ife where ho tired of th• 

salon life as well as seeking favor of patron~. He searched 

for more meaning and bega n to apend more timo in rel igious 

devotion. This poem ,a rem1n i scent of a passage in Ibt Kyzar,, 

,n wh ich the Rabb i talks to th• Ki ng of the Khaza rs. He s a ys 

that even i f he could obta1n hia freedom from servitude, it 

1 1 T. Car•1, Ibt P•DSYJO 8ook of HtbCtW Y•ta (England : 
Penguin Books, 1981), p. 331. 

1z Translation by Rabbi Jer011111 Melino. 
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would not pr-of,t h,m. · 1 would r-ather- aeek the ~t•r-vice of tha 

One whoa• favo r- , s obta,ned w1th the amallest tiff ort , yet 1t 

pr-of1ts 1n tn ,a wor-ld and the next. - n Thll, ,. the mor-e 

mature poet, who be 1, eves that serv, tude o1' God , s not 

alavery, but a path to freedom. He w1llfully embr ace• h1s lot. 

The thr-ee poem& discussed in th1& ch11pter ar-e a 11 

expreaa1ons of Ha iev1'a lov1ng devot1on to God. The poet ,a 

ded1cated to ser-ving God, d 1scover ing God's pr,1sence, and to 

tak1ng on the r eapons1b1l1 t y of h1s fa1th. The J•~•. as a God· 

bear,ng people of h11tory, muat aeek the rel1g1ou1 expar- 1ence 

of achieving l ,v1ng contact w1th God . It ,n the goal of 

humank1nd to r a ise oneaelf to a h,gher level by reaching out 

to a being higher than our-aelve1. According to Hal ev1, ,t ,a 

only ,n thi.s aear-ch that we can be totally fre,e. 

•• Davi d o.Sola , "The Kuzari: Vehuda Hal evi ' a Defen•• 
of h , s Fa, t h, • YtbH4• H•J•x1 · sweet swiosec er 21°0, ( New 
York : Zioni at Organi zati on of ...,_r ica , 1t,1 ), P• 27. 
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