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1. 

PART I 

l!Y2BtN,1 ffl'Jl4IW, 

•-.. 1oeth forth unto· hi1 work 
And to hi• labour until th} •••nine. 

How mnifotcl are thy work■, O Lu'~t 
1 In wl a4oa hut 'fhou ll&Cle th .. all.• 

The ideal lit•, acoordin, the tineat that 1• in the ~1ble. 11 to 

dwell in peace and to work awa;r oontentedl,Y. 2 That ideal ia not lo■t 

eight ot durtnc the JIUT year• ud accoapaayiq chance• that reaq 

into the oenturlea clurlJIC which the Ta.JWPdio literature wu cr .. tecl. 

To liTt & tllll lite, nit• the rabbi• ot the 1'•lw11d .. 011e wt OOOIIP.J 

hi-elt with ao .. fora of lal>or. Without a Tooation. one 1• lnco .. 

pl•t•~ lie lacb aa eleuat ••••nttal to hi• w• ll-betaa. lllcleect. .... 
one who 1• not •acace4 ia u 00011patloa 1• u a Tiae7ard• 11hich.e left 

without the protection ot a tenoe, 11 expoae4 to the r•T&C•• ot 

cattle &114 beut.3 Ia o .... atiq on the r.i.uc110 atateaent, •t.o•• 
work, apcl hate ottioe•, the author of B1--,aa Teho■haa co•••••• 

. ' turtller to atate that t114oleaoe 1-.uoea 141007. Kapeoially olear oa 
6 

th1■ poiat 1• u.e 111•►••"• •• •••n.tiJII the tluap a•- 1• 

ucler obl1pt1oa te clo fer her haabaacls the .,r11141q, b&ktnc. wuhillC'e 

oooktnc. av■tnc the children, ll&kiDC the be4. u4 apiruu.aa wool. 

With the Duber et aenut■ that ah• ou atfor4- her ct.uUea are 

o_orreapoaAUDCl.7 recluoecl. To 'llhioh •• m.teaar ad.cl■ the aipitioaat 

reaark ~t •••• if the wit• briqa into her ho• a hllllclrecl llldcla, 

ahe ■houl.4 be torot4, at leut, to 1pin wool, •tor 1111eaplo7119nt lea4a 
. 

to Mat,,l aberratloa•. ••o work, howeTer otfenain• la •o 4earacl1q 

u 1~•n••••• 
La••r betnc ••••tial for the tatearit7 of oa••• per■oll&lity. 
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the !almld point• to tile clut7 ot the parent to teaoll hia aoa a tra4e. 

•u it 1• a father'• clut7 to tea.ch h1• eoa Toru.. ot to find hia a 

wit•• ao aaat. h• iaet.ruot. hia in an occupation•. 6 hr• u •• 11l4u 

fl%l'laiu• •one who cloea not teaoh hi■ ■on a t.rade teach•• hill thi■Tery.wt 

Row creat 1• laborl It uoee4■ the bo11114■ ot 11141T1clul neecla; 

the whole worlcl clepend■ upon it. •There ie no occupation that cu 

be diepeneecl with; eooiety need■ the pertuaer u well a■ the taa

aer•.8 Goel ha.a thertore ■o ordered thine• that each oae•a work i• 

deairabl• t.o hill - •••n the tanner•• work; ••o that no tr&d.• ahould 

dJ•appear .troa the worlct•.9 Here we ou ••• 1• what hip e■teea the 

rabbi• hold labor. ,men they attribute to it a d1T1ne oriaia. Aocor• 

di .. to their Ba&P4~0 iat.erpretatioa ot the Creation Story. Oo4 

troa the Tery be&1DA1DC taupt .uaa all oooupatiou., 1° -nen the I.on . 
&n.D01&11oe4 to~. they uplaia• ••thera• ud. thiatle■ ahall ■proGt 

tor 10••• tear■ •t.r•••• froa hi• •1••• •o I.orcl of the Wozld'• he 

1JQlor■4• '•baJl 1 alMl the ... Mt troa one trouellt' But••• \he 

ilaipty adde4• 't'b.r•up the ne~t of~ brow eh&lt thou eat bread'• 

A4aa waa oalae4•.u •or Adaa reaUa-4 that. luor aalted hill abo•• 

the lowly poai ttoa •t the ua. •ot. aloae w1 th 11141 Yiclu.l.ae lnat with 

a whole nat ioa. •••• the DiYine ••tabliu labor u a oo•enant. ••ot 

until Ierael perfor..cl work clid. the Boly Ona craoe 1 t with hi• lllle

kinu. •12 Ia faot. tollowinc the Biblioal. preoed.•a'-11 the rabbi• ot 

the fslnd ■peak of Got hl•elf u a la1torer.1' Be fora■ the worl4: 

Be oreat•• .... daily, 4oea Be rean JU■ work■ ot oreatioa. 

What ualtecl Tine the rabbi• upr••• ooaoerainc the clipit:, ot 

labor. It U10U:t• to pertorainc Goel'• work on earth - •1a1tat10 c1e1• • 

It therefore follow■ that .to labor i• to prq. !hia the f&Jwu4 

iterate• la the •1p1tiout phruei•Re who benefit• by the toil of 
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h1a h&D4 la creater than one Who 1• in••• ot ReaTen•.10 It 1• olll.7 

in our on d.q that•• h&Te .:some to 1rup tboroqh1.y what 1• 1a,plie4 

in, 8 laborare eat. orar••• Prqera 1hat exoell tho•~ of the lip• are 

pertorae4 'by the allJ'aeon with h1a baa4•• by the art1a&A thnup hi• 

•kill, by the •ace th.roach hi• aill4. ill ia prayer that aid.• in ta.e 

dirt~• purpo■e of re- oreat1ac u eTer better worl4. 

A further theolo1ioal illplioatloa ot labor ia to be wa4eratood 

in the 1114ruhio atateaent that •thoqh a aua learn ollly two law■ ha 

th• •natna and two in the •••Dine. the taot that he bu■ie■ hiuelt 

with hi• work all cl.a, ooapenaatea to the uteat u thoup he hacl done 

Juatioe to the entire bocly ot Jniah L&w•. 16 Labor 1a thu■ put on a 

leTel with Torap. Torah, howe•er, cannot diaplaoe labor. One without 

the other 1■ iaoo11plete. lier• ■twly t.hat 1• aot u■ociated with aoae 

oooupation, ta the en4 1• ...-014 and 1■ likely ~o lead to error.17 Ye ... 
are here confronted 111th a bit of aound payoholoo. 17Dl••• one UTe 

a• tho•• &boat hill. and work u do hi• fello••• it. 1• 1mpoaa1ble 

accurately \o ■tucly, aaalysa, ud proTld.e tor, the need.a ot hi• aroup. 

A t.ru to lite pioture ou be aketoh9' •1117 whea oae 1• 1 ... r••d in 

that lite. le !111111111 aaowl•d.c• arowa o.at. of h\la&D experiuo••• 

Coaat4eriq th••• ualted Tina ot labor, it 1• not aurpri•inc to 

find in Ule !•Jwd paa■--• upon »a••--e uraina the clipi ty ot work. 

•to•• workt•18 u:hort the rabbi■• •t.abor lend• di1D1t1 to aan•.19 

•tet ao oa• ■ay,'l • a 111111 of 1Teat 41■tinotioa. and work ta obJeo

ttonabl• to •••!0 7ollow the uaaple ot holy ■en, who dlnd• their 

48,7 int• three part■ s one tor prayer, one tor work, ud one tor 

toru!1 MA at llipt, •neet 1• the •l••» of the worker•!1 

!he 4J .. 1ty of labor ■11J"J)a■••• •r• ped1,ree23 &at eapty hoa.ior. 

labbl hcl&b. tor iD■tanoa, thoup ~ ■ohola.r ot t1r■t rut aad u idol 
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of the people, doe■ no t ooneicler it in the -lea■t andiptated to Mk• 

a obit of oarryi nc hi• own chair with hia to aahoo1!4 ~or he add■ s 

•Great 1■ workl It honor• one•.26 •o oalliac 1■ ■o ia■ipttioaat 

that a aan cannot be proud ot it. •othinc in an hoae■t effort to make 

a 11-YiDC 1■ c1ecradtnc!6 a. Johanan b. llat7&, tor emple, 1n■truot■ 
hi■ aoa that one oamaot be too cood to wormeai •~•• it yoa &JTUC• 

for thea a t ... t u ■ua.i,t&lou■ a■ tut ot nnc 8oloaoa,you ha.Ye not 

don• eaoup tor thea; for they are the ■oioa of A'brahul, I■aao, and 

Jaoob•!' la C61ltral, t.he Te!w•d oonaiclere tlle ript■ ot work•r• at 

leut th• eqllal. of t.ho■t of the lei■ure olu■•28 They are eli&ible to 

th• hipe■t offioe■ of the ooaiomrealtll. Tb.ta 1• 11.Dder■tood troa the 

hlwvcl.ic ,-ance whioh, uolwlinc froa the ottioe■ ot kine and hip 

prte■t certain o'bJ•otioaablt calllnc■ ■uoh a■ l••cA •to., iapli•■ 
that tho■• •aaac•• in all •~•r pur■u1 t■ are .Mbe1 tt eel to th••• of• 

t1oea!9 

hrther "'14enoe of the rabbiaio ooa■icleratioa for laborer■ 1• 

to be touat ta the uaont Uon■ and rule■ proteott-ealth.._ Jloet 1• 

portant 1• proaptae■• ta the »-Yinc of wac••• All;plttyinc the pn

h1bit1oa ta ~itiou 19tli • •t11• waca• ot a h1re4 ■erTUt ellal.l aot 

abide ritu thee all ntpt uttl the aoratnc• - and of J>eateroao-, 

24118 • •Ia tho auo cl.q ahalt thou ct•e hia hi• hire, at1 thor ahall 

t.he ea ao don upon tti for h• 1■ poor• and ■otteth hi ■ heart 11po11 

tt; loat ll• or7 acata■t tile• uto the ·1,er4• .... it be ala 1Jl thee•. 

the hlnd oall■ ■iacm 4elq • ft• .. tol4 Yiolation. d.oetpatl .... 1t u 

•c•••l• Ul4 ••••k4'• plater u4 tnaa111!'» Aa onel a■ · one ne, •pea 

pvcmutnc a llhoet, tantaui••• a donkey tato oha■tq after tho ala•~ 

tor ,ut• a cUatuoe (.wtta the hope et rinnina tt), fiaally rnaru 

the tollk.ey '7 tytnc tho ■heat ftir oat ot tt■ reaoh, i,rooi■oly •• la 
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aa --»101u 11ho worb hi• laborer■ all day, without. payiaa th .. ia 

the eu..31 
u4 to wtaat daaaez■ • worlmaa upo••• hi••ll tor h1• 

wcul "ft7 cloea he cll■b e:abankN'lta. why doe■ he ■upend hi••lf fr""" 

tre••• wll:, do•• he take hi• life into hi• hand■, it not tor hi• 

earaina•t Theret'or• he Who hold■ back hi• wqe■ t.ak••• u it wue, 

hla ••-q lite tro■ h1.-!8 To which a. Bua add■ that th• 1nooD■1cl• 
erate aaployer thu ead•n1qa hi• own lite u well• tor God will 

requite hia. Likniae Ba• upr••••• hi• opinion that the property 

of MA of M&a■ uclu10•• ooDri■oation pr1ar1ly becau■e they reb alMl 

hol, back. the -.ace■ of hired laborera!3 lpeciticall.7• it 1• told that 

a. H-•• win• aourN beoauae he tailed to leaTe the twi1■ of hi• 

orohard to hi■•~. Whu he bu recretted thi■ uul dul,J pert"orae4 

hi■ duty. the ;1nepr beoa■e neetued 111to wiae~• 81■1lar 1■ the 

■tory ot .70■1 ot .roi~ret llho. h&Yi~ ouraed. ht.■••.; ud clauaht•r to 
1 1 .. 

d.eath• 1■ re1 ... _.· troa t.b.1• ov■• by a ■tr1kinc 1utanoo ot oeu1d• 

eratioa uul oovteay ia ,eh&lf ot hi■ laborer■• !he ■on. upon leera

inc that hi■ father'• tailve t~ ,a;r the wac•• on ti- aa toretnc 

the werkera to h-•r• pat. Qo4I t.o the trouble of huteaiq the •t.ar

ity of f11a, tllat t.b.eae •rblea Id.pt •~t~& With ■II& e■pheeia the 

rabble ■eek t.o prot.eot. the huble laborer. Ia ■oM iutanoee they 

...... atretolL a poiat. u ia Ul• rul1DC whioll clo•• Dot hold aa IUl■ktll• 

•t worker re■,oaail>l• ter aa art.tale nioh he ■ay ha•• ■po11H ta 

the OQV■I of hi■ IIIJ)lo,-eat.f' ••• it hi• work waa not doae rtpt 

o:r euooee■h117• the laborer 1• to be paid. tor hi• t1ae!' !ha•• l>ita 

et cea■14eratioa to, the worker ar• i,roapted lar1e1Y 1,y the reali•• 

atioa that he -■t ■ell hie labor to keep fro.a at&rT&t1o-. 

1a the oaa• ot u ut1au •• •••• ••t work•• the...,.. 'baai•• 

aa4 •••• '967• th•r•to:r•• -■t. not be &i Y .. proaptl7 (whiolL ia ut •• 

• 



Ori 

tb 

dJ 
I 

'JO 

•• 
with the -.e-.araer), the Tallmd.1a law proteata hia b7 ll'Utiq hla 

the rlpt to the full prod.•o• of hi• labo:z.·. Thia point 1• •4• ta 

the pueaae18 'llhioll U■ou•••• whether llll arUaan la or 1• not a wac• 
laborer. To proTe that he 1• not, lt 1• -1ntained that the entire 

of the lnor ... ed 'f'&lue becoae■ hi• own property. and that the aone7 he 

reoeiTea troa hia patron la not wac• •••Y but pu.roha•• aoney. Like

wl•• one who laproTea an 1nherite4 estate...,. reaort to a legal tor

llUla• ••clJl"illl to hiuelf the T&luea which he ha• oreatecl~9 Yor the 

attitude ot the Talml4 reCU'4iq inheritance. u in other nttera, ia 

acaiut one beae.tittiq froa the ~rooeed.a of another•• work~O 

One need not IO further to reoopi•e the rl•ect w1 th which the 

rabbi• look upon labor. To ~•tr~ ot thin.kin&, work ia not only 

neoeeaary but d.ucnified. uad. ennobltnc; 7ea, diTine. Therefore the 

ripta of the •rker au.at be cuarded. Indeed, there le no auru· proof 

of the the tact that the rabbi• thea-

eelTea are worlmen. Oaly throue)l hard toll do they earn their 11~11• 
,1 

hoocl: tor th- the Torah...,. not be uecl •• a apue to cite with • .. 
ID~• coueotion, the ar..-at between labbia Iahaael aa4 11•• b. 

Yochai t■ illual11&tinc!-I tile tel"llilr olaiaa tll&t we ahov.14 work 

willlqly. acoor41q to the Biblloal lnJ1111otion. kah,work an.cl 

atacly, haa lta proper ti.. aad plaoe. • • lluo11 te•l• that the 

neoeaeltT of plU'auinc aoae eaplOJ'MDt leaTee little or no tlu for 

Torah; ther.tore. wken Iarael will d.o the will ot God, other• will 

~ pertona f•r ~ .. th• aaul lalMir that interter" with etuq. lal,bi 

Aba-Ya, , cnreTu, record■ the reaul.t of a praotloal teat of th••• two 

oplatoaa,: thoae 11ho acted la accorclaaoe with Iahaael'• teaohtnc ■llo• 

oee4H both in work and ia et~. !her.upon Ra• requeatecl of hi• 

41ao1ple■ that he be uou■ecl fro• teaohinc duri-.c the aonth ot Bi■an 
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when they were busy with tLe ha.rTeat, and durinc tne month ot Tiehr1 
43 

when t hey were occupied preeeinc wine and oil. It J.a the a aaae 

r espect for the impor tance o! l abor that prompted the &uthorit1e1 to 
f-..~,J ... J , 

ordain that mrkere need not int errupt t heir iaeke to riae out ot 

reTerenoe t or a eoholar~4 

It ie locioal to aee\.llle that a certain dicnity was attached to 

thoae oooupatione in which t he rabbis themaelTea were encace4. A 

aoanllinc ot the Ta.lmudic r ecords indica t ee the !ollowina oallinc• • 

lfoet ot the Babylonian r abbi• wor ked at !armiq and ~ricul t ure.4~ 

When, tor inetanoe, Aba.Yi ooaplained tha t becaus e he had t o wa t er the 

fields in the eTeninc, he could not ci•e iuetruction, 8 1a1 h. Aa1 hie 

diaoiple, replieds •1 aha.11 water i t for you duri n« the~. and you 

e i t ue down at nia}lt t o learn• . 46 Sbepherdinc ia represented in 

R. Adda S'bu.laa. 41 

Jlt.i.aonidea aaaert• that quite a nU11ber ot rabble were wood• 

choppers, water-oarriera, t i eld-dicgere, eto!& A.a wood-ohoppera, we 

find a. Akiba, and Hillel 1~9 B. Bwaa ••• a n.te.r-clrawer~ and 

R. Abba Chilkiah. a tield•diger~1 The aona ot Tebariah were common 

le.borara~2 Abba Saul waa a cra•••diAer~ The eon ot Allon.• { ' " ~ 1 rm 1 ::i.) 

would diTe tor pearl• and eponce•~• Ada and Jo■a were tieher■en~6 

In the artisan ola•• ot eaploy■enta were: Shanwet~6 an4 Pinehu67 

( who beoaae Hieb Prie■t in the Second. Te■pl•) • aaaou; Joahua 
58 

and 

Iaaao~9 ~ eait)La; Joie b. Chal&tta60 and B. Johanan61 
and Ual:ul,Ja 

and Cha.n1na~2 ,..,rker• i n leather and ahoe-aakere; Jo•• b .. Ch&Ni-nl.ah 

tanner; A ~aha ud R. Joaeph:~ aillere; a. J'wlah~4 baker; Xaraa!& 

wine-tuter; Jather ot a. laohariu:6 but.oher; Jose b. llai• cooper; 

R. lheabet!7 carpenter or carrier of be ... , R. :sJ.1eser~
8 

oap-aaker; 

69 70 71 81aeoa, rope-twiner; a. Joe• and B. LeT11 net-■akera: Abba bar 
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laina, tailor; R. Aclda, asu.n-eyor; Abba Joeeph, architect; Abba 

BoahB.Y'& ot 'l'arya16 dyer and f uller; a. Ob.anaJ6 money-chancer; and 

R. Papa, 7hd B. Bi■da78 and R. 8atra; 9 wealthy brewer■ a• well aa 

liquor dealer■• 
80 Aaong the merchant• and 1hupkeepera vere: :&leaaer b. Aaariah, 

dealer in wine• and 0111; Uahaya b. Judah,81 pertwne dealer; Siaeon 

(who ia repute~d to h&Te ori&in.ated the Sheaoneh breh),82 flu. dealer 

R. Abdial~~ 4ealer in sailor' ■ outtita (or dealer i n ealt); ete. 

In the proteaaiona were: Todoa84 and Tobia and R. Chaniu. ot 

8eppboria85 and Tbeodoru186 and Ben Aah17a~7 phyeiciane; Suwe1. 88 

utronoaeri R. Abba!9 bloocl-let ier; and Abba bar Jaoob90 u d 1'u' 

Chebo91 and R. 1'eir92 were aor1b••• 

A turtber method ot aeoertainiaa the eeteea in which eoae ocou

pat1on1 .. r• bel11, la to u.uaine their aoaial ■tanclinc. Thu.a hau 

Delitasoh writea: 9~ •In the early period of Chriatianity trade was eo 
de•eloped and ao highly eeteeaecl that aany plaoea were named after 

any pariiaular buein••• which wae carried on then with peol&llar akill 

and euoc•••J thue Arbel troa ita ropewalka, and X.tar abaMDJa &114 

81ch1n troa their potter1••• So•• aotually took tbe naae• ot 1uch 

trad.••• aa Jllc4ola the Dyer• etc•. 81ailarl.y. it etanda to reuon 

that tl oae trad.ea which are aentioned a■ h&TiDC had aeparate quarter• 

in the areat iluan4r1u l711&Cocui'were ot hip repute. In thie 

licht 1a to be Judged euch intorm.tion •• that the worker• ot aetallic 
9& cloth had a Synacope of th•ir OIJD. WhateTer -.y be aaicl agaiut 

auleteere- and •~aae•?e it 11Uat be noted that they toraad ueoo1at1ona 

ot .utual aaeuranoe,which undertook to replace a bea1tt or a ahip that 

had been loat without ne,11,enoe on the part ot the owner?7 

KoreoTer, the type• ot e11ployaent which aet the real needs ot 



aooiety were regarded faTorably. When Ra~a exeapted hie pupil• tr~• 

attendinc hie lectures during the aontha ot 31aan and Tiehri• to en

able the■ to work on the tarw.a. he indicated that 11'&8 aeceaaa.ry in 

order to proTide auatenanoe!8 hcauee aooiety required th• aerTicee 

ot the tailor and ahoell&ker9 to mention only one or two ot aany inat-.n

c••• they~• allowed to work oTertiae on the be of PaaaoTer. which 
99 would otherwiae haYe been oulpable. In apite of th• proteata fro■ 

■bop.keeper■, peddl•r• ••re C1Ten pel'llieaion to tour fro■ to•n to 

t own to hawk the ware■ that were urgently needed¼OO 

The high recard in which the phyeioian ••• held (exoeptiq one 

etateaent1O1) waa larcely because of a realisation of the extre■e 
Talue ot hie aerTicea to eoc1et¥• :ITery city, in tact, wa■ required 

to haYe at leaat one ph,yeioian. To liTe in a city which had none 

waa dee■ed hasardou~~oa The Beth Din, tco, employed a phyaiciwi. 

He would g1Te expert teatiaon,y in cri■inal ca•••• aa, tor exaaple, 

hie opinion ot the da■age done in caaee o! personal aoaault~i3 Unde% 

hie euperTiaion corporal puniahaent wae 1nt11c,ed~o4 80 iaportant 

wae the prote■aton, that no phyaioia.n wu penlitt•d to practice with. 

out a licen•e tro■ the looal Beth Dia!O6 In o~atetrical caaea the 

phyaician wu aeeieted by the ■idwtte. She too had to be 11oen.eed~06 

She, too. held an honorable poe1tion!O7 hen the Sabbath could not 

interfere with her dutie■~oa 

Aleo on eathetic grou.nde were oertain oall1nc• preferred. While 

it wae repuleive to Aupply t~e dUJ1C for tanntnc, it waa ffODaidered 

plea■aat prepare pertu■ea and apioee. •Happy ta he whoae •rk ia 

with pe~tua•••~
O9 

Thie eaae attitude may be taken to apply to all 

9.aploymenta ac:reeable to the aenaea. 

An important baaie ot Talaudic appraiaal ,rae the ethical oonaid-
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eration: Ia the work carried on honeatlyt It it 1• not, we are •ure 

to !ind •o■e •tateaent to that ettect. •o dishonest pr&ctice could 

eeoape the attention and aubeequent ooanent ot the hundreds ot rabbia 

who cont~ibuted to the Talmudic literature. Becauae ot thl• emphasis. 
110 the office ot the market-oTereeer waa highly reepected. Hi•••• the 

reaponaibility ot maintaining a high atandard of •~h~c• in busineaa 
111 

and trade. He woul~ oontrol the ea.le ot necesaariea, aal'epurd the 

purity ot tooda, keep price• normal, and inspect weighte and measure•. 

In addition to eTaluatinc ocoupation• a• esteeaN and di111itied. 

the Tal.mud retere to certain callings a1 ad.T&ntqeoua tor Tarioue 

reuona. The rabbi• place eapecial eaphaai• on financial protitable

ne••• They deem it a praienorthy mode ot self-support, •tt one ha1 

titty Sui■, to apply it to eo■e oommereia.l enterpriaew~12 Surely, 

4 tty Zuaia inTeeted ar~ better that two hundred lylq idle~13 There 

11 nothing iaproper in buying at a low price and aelli nc at a h1Ch 

price. In tact. b~oauee of the propriety of auoh caine it ie held a 

eo .. endable fonD ot charity to aet a poor person on hie feet b• 
eatabllahiq hia in some enterpriae!14 There eurely le no retleotion 

on the probity of earning profit in the obeerTation that eometimee i n 

youth one buye good■ and sell• at a lo••• but when mature he ay evll 

at a ptn:16 

Intereatinc OT1dence of the worthin••• ol protit•ll&.king at tradiag 

ie found in the record ot a nWlber of clream etori~a!16 Oae narratee 

a dreaa ahared b7 Abaya and Baba, w1tneee1ng the ldllinc of an ox. 

Both oonault a dre..,.1nt■arpreter. Baba (beoauae h hu no , p&id tor 

the re&dtnc, a Go-entator adda) 1• told that he will not be able 

to eat for aorrow beoauee. unable to ll&ke profit, hi• tradinc proa~ 

peote will •o to ruin. A~a (who has J)&.id tor the interpreter) 
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learn• that he too will be unable to ~4t, but becauee of Joy at the 

protite that he will reap. 

In such high r egard 1• this calling held that ~•~non the Sab

bath it 11 not forbidden t o talk buaine••• to the extent ot reaark

inc: ••o maey laborer• haTe I put to work on tbie field; eo many-

117 
D1nari■ ha•e I put aside tor that dwelling•. ben nature faTore 

tradesmen. "When it raine eTerything benefi t s: business le benefit

ted, and trader• gain•;18 

The Talmudic intereat in fi nancial en terpriee extend• eTen to 

otteri ng buainee• ad'rl ce. In the ti 1·et place, 1 t cautions t o lceep 

away trom thoee buain••••• which a.re unproritable:19 
A change ot 

name or of locality will i■proTe alack bua!neee. A eou.nd policy 

1e •to haTe ready c~ eTer on hand. One shoul d properly d1atr1-

bute hie money: one third inTeeted Ln land ; on• thi rd in ■erohan• 

diee; and one third kept as caah on hand•!20 Thua Rab counsel ed 

hie eon Aybol21 •1 tried to teach you Torah• but you did not nuc

oeed. Coae and I ehall adTi•• you i n eeoula..r aattera. While the 

ea.nd ia atill on your teet, ••11 promptly (to benefit tro• a quick 

turnoYer and be in a poaitio~ to buy acain). Sell all thine• 
~ • 4 . ', .. (., ' •• 

(quickly) and allow it to ~rieYe you, excepting wine which ahould 

neTer crieTe you (aince it ■ay aour). Yiret collect the money and 

put it in your pooketbookp then deliTer the cooda. It 1• better to 

earn one --.1.l ■eaaur• ris}lt in front ot you th-ui ■uch aor• in tar 

awa..T place■ (becauee or the ~eater certainty and l••• riek) . It 

you haTe ds.te• in your baaket, haetel'.l with them directl y to the 

brewery (becauee ot protit to be made from beer). Witneae what 

£ay ubieda eaid: •tt I had not JDade beer, 1 would not h&Te becoae 

wtialthy'• Other bit■ or trade adTice a.re: ■when the truapet 1• 



aounded in Rome (that fig• are beinc bouch-t). if your father ia not 

at hoae ■ell hi• tic• 1aiediately•!22 (DeJD&nd and ■upply). •1t an 

artiol• becomee cheap. buy it up in a hu.rry•¼23 •Liaten. llllle-dri

Ter, When you open the door a.nd !ind rain, lay do1r11 your ■ack, and 

eleep• 1a4 (becau■e, add■ the commentary, if it rain■, produoe will 

be pl~i!ul and ao one will bU:Y froa you. Ors you will be unable 

to traTel beoau■e the rain will continue &l.l day). 

A.a to the relatiTe pro!it.&blen••• of tradinc and &&l'iculture, 

there ie quite a debate!86 R. nuar olaia.e that no ocoupation 1a 

wor•• than !aratnc. It pay■ ao littls, be a■eeTeratee, t hat to get 

aQ.vthinc out or the land one au■t ploup aoro•• the entire lencth, 

e•en that i■ l••• interior to buaineee. Rab add■ that no aatter 

how .._ny ■t&l.ka of ~ox-n you -.y raiae, buaineae ia better. Wher•

upon Rab& declare■ th&t 100 Zu.ai■ inTeated in bueinea■ during the da,y 

bring■ aeat &nd wine to the t.&ble. ltut with a 100 aui■ inTe■ted 

in land one can afford to eat only ■&lt and gra••• hd auch a nui• 

e&nce i■ farainc that one &uat practicall7 ■l••P on the plot ot land. 

and one 1• e•entually drawn into quarrel• 1>Ter the k.nd. Another 

paa■ag• oo ... Ddinc the deairability o! hicher protite ad•i••• that 

one puroha•• eTen goat■, but neTer a t1,a!26 

Ye haTe here repre■ente4 \hG di■placeaent of acriaultur• !roa 

it• preaier poaition. At the ti•• o! the Bible acricultur• wu the 

ideal o&ll1na!21 :But now oo-erci&l enterprise,... pro•inc &ore 

profitable. Stll,acri~ulture per■iated in holdinc oa. a. Papa in 

ita def•n•• d.,,-■ s •Grow your produce but do not buy it, althouc)l the 

coat -.y 'be equal, there 1■ an aclYantage in faratnc. R~rry and buy 

Lan4t12
11a11a.rly ie the caution tla t, ucept1ng"'caaea ot extreae 
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need land ehould not be eold. In no e•ent ahould aor• be aold tha& 

i• ab■olutely neae■■ary¼29 ao good an in•e■tment ie it. Soon ••ery

one will work on the field. A man who has nu land i■ not~ aan. 

Hurry and buy landl Hot quite eo enthueiaetic ie the euggeeti~n 

that while the oult1Yation of one ta.rm 'IM.'f be profitable• that ia 

not true with nore than ane¼50 •He eate pigeon.a •o hire■ one garden, 

but the bird• de•our him who hire■ aaQ.Y gardens•. 

ilthoup cattle raiatna wo..e not exteneiye because o! the li• 

aited land and the liaited ••at diet ot the Orient, the herding o! 

em.all atook •a• conaidered quite profitable. It ie recommended u 

one wa:, t o beoome r1ch~31 The prohibition a«ainat raieing amall 

cattle sppliea only to the populated eeotion• ot Paleatine, but 

there ia no obJection to raiaing them in the wild place•¼~ They 

were ad.Tantageoua aa a aource for tood in th• tor• ot dairy product■, 

and in the uae ot wool tor elothiq. In addition• oxen were 

••ry iaportani~33 '!'hey were Taluable not only tor the hea..-y !a.rm 

work, but aleo a.o ••an• of tranaportation t.hrouch the poor and aar-
lM row pat.ha. 

A• tor the oalliq■ that are nat mentioned apeoitioall,y in 

the way ot an eoonollie eY&luati~n. we aay imagin• t hat. in the Yery 

l•a•t• they ottered a l1Ylihood. To thea we may apply the Tal..audic 

generalisations kch occupation ha• ita upe and down■, it• wealth and 
13& p0Tert7. At the worst, one .11&11&gee to •crape up a liYiq out ot .ta-

th..J36 

The rabbi• .recopise al■o the 1hya1oal adYantage ot labor. 

One ■uat work to eat and 11Ye. In tact. traulitioa baa it that even 

•Uaa did not eat a thine until he had labored•¼57 Thia eetee• ot 

th• practical Yalue ct labor 1• further reflected in the obeer-Ta-
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tion that durin1 the ee•en yea.rs when there waa hunger. the la.

borer■ were not &ttected~~a Like~i•e becaua~ ot th• practical ne

ce■eity ot labor• fll• Talaud containa epeci&l pro•ieiona that men 

at work might duly pert•ra their religioue deTotion■ and dutiee 

without interfering with their taeke¼39 

In . the group ot faTorable appr aieale on the ground• of ■up~r

natural adTaatage•• we aeet again with a«rioulture. Th• -.tdr~~ 

interpretinc Gen. 2s8, ~redicte that in the happy future, when 

Israel will enter the Rol,y Land• they will turn to tarminc. eTea 

ae Ood waa occupied with planta¼•0 In general• there eeema to be 

an attachment to the land• the Tery eoil or Palestine. In Ba• 

Papa'• counsel that one ahou.ld cultiT&te hie own garden. &lthouc}l 

no money ia ■&Ted thereby, the coanentary inject• the thoue}lt 

that it ia becauee the faraer 1e directly d~pendent on Ood (tor 

rain• etc.) and ia therefor• aore religioual'l fhia aay be the 

explanation ot the Tallllldio statement■ that the imprecations of 

Dt. 28166142 Lulent. 111,1' 3 apply to one who doee not grow hie 

own pro•1aton■• 

Although the work of a ■crib~ 1• poorly pa1d1 1t i• t.heoloct• 

call7 oomaendable. The Tal.au~ relate• that when a youna aan once 

preaentgd htuelt before a. l■hllael, the latter ukeds •• aon, 

what ta your oocupatton,w •1 aa a ecribe•• replied the youth. 

•Then be thou oon■cientioua 111:f •on•• returned the rabb1 1 tor thy 

work tw Godlike•.14• 

Some cal~tnge enjoyed ritual &dTantac••• Becau.e baking 

h$d been iaporta.nt 1n the Temple ritual1 wh1ob included. ••al-of!er

inge. it deTeloped into a hi~y reapeoted employment. So i ntri• 

oate was the knack of baiinc ehow-bread 1,5 that only one faail 
7, 
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the G&naee,waa considered eu.!ficiently expert in the art. Con

eequently• ite memben charged hlgh prices¼46 Aleo waitina on 

tab.lee wa• ritualietic&lly iaportant, The school o! 9.buma! holde 

that the niter should• and that ot Hillel tbet he muet, be a 

learned -.n,1• 7 for be muet take great ca.re with the lan or 
!Caabrue!48 

Simeon ot Sichnin, the c•lebrated well-digger ot Jeruealea_ 

likewiae belieYed hie work ritualietioally important. He te r epor

ted as eaying to R. Johanan b. Zalcke.1 1 the dean of h ie generati on: 

•1 am ae great a IIIUl ae thou. r, no leee than thou. euppl.y the 

want• ot the oo.mmunity. It a man comee to t hee &nd 1nqu1ree !or 

LeTitically pure water, you tell hia: 'Drink ot yonder f ountain, 

t or ita water ia pure and cool'• Or, 1! • wonam inquire concerninc 

a good bathina place, you eay: 'Bathe/ in thie ciet e ru, for it~ 
1,g 

watere waab away unoleanlineea••• To wh1ol1, apparently. R. 

Yobanan b. l&lclcai coneent•• 

Thie brief eurYey eer•en to indicate the gi·ounde on which the 

rabbi• eY&l.uate oooupationa. They recognise the adTantagee of Tar

iou• type■ of employaente: ethi~al, finantial, phye1o&l, •uper

naturai. and ritual adTant• gee. They appraiee faTorably thoee call

ing• which are diCJti!ied ••oauee ot their aooial Yalue.or beoauae 

ot their eethetic nature. or becauae of their atanding 1n the ooa-

11Unity. Indeed. the raboie th ... elTea lend dignity to oocupationa 

by their partioipation. Onited with the aaa•••• they inai■t upon 

the dipity of labor, and urg$ utaoet coneideration for the right• 

ot workera.And yet. beneath it all, one may eenee a feelinc or di•• 

•atiaraotion with the neceeeity or conetant toil• The Yery need 



o! reaulationa to proteot the worker leada one to eurmiee that 

labor ia not without ite drawbacks . What theae are may well 

intereat ua. 
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PART II 

'ODAVORABLJ: Afl'BA18AL8 

The Talimd reoorde that each day, upon leavtna th e AcadeJQ", B. 

••hunJa b. Hanna would pra.:,s •1 thank thee, o Lorcl my God• that 

thou haat &iTen ae JIO' portion &lllODC those who frequent the House ot 

In.truotion, and not aaong thoee who are buey at the etreet corner• 

(1••• • coaaipinc tr&.dee&en; a.a Raahi uplaina). I riee earl1, and 

they riee earlys I apply ayeelt early to the Torah; but they, to 

Hin work. I work and they work: I work and r ~ceiTe 'l!IY reward; they 

work, and receiTe none. I run and they run: I run aft er eterral lite; 

but they, to the pit•! 

In thia pronouncement ia retleotecl the rabbinic opinion of the 

inferiority ot work to learninc. Rabbi Behorai baaes hi• preteren•• 

tor a echolaetic career tor hi• Don on JDOre practical ~round•• -when 

a worker become■ incapacitated by illneee or old a&e or aietortune•, 

he arcue•, •be eta.rs••• beinc unable to practice hi• tradem . 2 But 

not eo with the echola.r. He ie taken care ot, &tall eTente. In 

thie particular B. •ehora.1 eupporta hie opinion with no better proof 

than the dextroua manipulation ot Bible Terewe from which he decluoea 

apeoial proTid~ntial proTiaion tor the etudent. That, howeTer, doee 

not neceeearil7 proTe hie obaerYat!on inaccurate. T'he rabbi ■ h&Te a 

...,. of attachiq Teree■ quite trequently wholly irreleTant, to their 

opinio~, u ■o-eallecl proof. A paycholociat would poaaibly tera th1a
1 

rationalisation. llthough •~~larehip, in Tal.Jlludic d~•• wae not 

rem.neratiTe or •••n peraiited to be •o• DeTerUleleea in caeee ot 

e■erc~ncy the etuclent ot the Torah wu allowed ti 1·et claim to co .. 
25 

IIUl1&l eupport. The 8&$1 wae reoopiaed and ... not allowed to eu!fer 

priYMtion. To thi• doe• B. •ehorai reter. Bab, it••••• feel■ 
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th• eaae....,. about a learned oareer, when he reaaru to hia eon: 

•1 eee that you can't p-up echolarehip, then l ah&ll teach you 

worldlJ' thing■•~ 

At the eaae time, the rabbi• fully realia• that one auet do 

eoaethinc to earn a liTiQ&. By eoae, an aaployment outeide of To

rah ie looked upon ae a neceeeary eTil . It i• deplorable, ■tatee 

the Jrekhilta, that atudy JN8t be interrupted by bread-winning toil~ 

ilonc with this coaee the warning froa Pirke Aboths •'l'be leoe tradilc• 

the more Torah•~ Torah, indeed, ie the ideal. Wor.p.e an imposition. 

To th1a effect R. Siaeon b. Deuar argue■: •~t thou all thy lite 

long seen a beaet or bird which ha.a & tradeT Still, they are nottr

iehed, and that with anxiou■ car•• althouc)1 they are created only 

to eerTe • • But I am created to eerve rq Creator, and it they 

that are created to••"••• &J'e nouriahed without anxioue care. 

ehe.11 I not a.lao, who haTe been oreated to eerTe IIY Creator, be 

able to be nouriehed without anxioue care, certainly; only if l 

haTe been eTil in IIY deed•• I forfeit a;y eupport•?. The oblipt ioa 

to win a 11Tlihood ie the conaequenoe of eTil-doi"-• Iota •&l• 

utary opinion ot labor. by any aaa.na. 

Deepite the man,y etatu.enta concerning the dignity ot labor, 

eeTeral apecitio referenced indicate that eome type■ of work are con

sidered undicnif1e4. To thi■ etteot 1• the conTeraation which take■ 

place. according to T&laudic record•• When a. Hana b. Hanilai aeeka 

to r•lieTe a. Kuna of carrying a ahoTel. •zt in your city it ta pro

per tor you o oarr,- & ehoTel•• a. Huna repliea. •you aay carry thia. 

But it not. then 1 prefer not to be honored through your diecrace•! 

How intereetiq that it ehould be conaid•r•~ a bi\ indignitied tor a 

aage ot one locali ty to carry a ehoTel•wh•reaa another, none leaa 
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than a.. Judah, 9 goea out of hit way t o carry a chair to ■chool in 

order to iapreee the leeaon that ther• ia nothing diagraoetuJ. in 

phyeica.l labor. The aboTe conTereation •ucge•t• that not all of 

the rabb i■ look upon work ae dipified, or eYen d~airable. 

The author ot the statement. •hire l~borera, but don't aeeo-
10 ciate with the••• upre•••• an opinion not at eul oo.mpliaenta.ry 

to workmen. T'he obJection might be raised t.llat the utterance ~xi 

0 ~~Y ~~· really meanas •hire laborer■, but do not auperTiae thea•. 

hen ao. the thought 1■ that if you leave ox-drivers to t.heaaelYe■, 

you will loee money - which disparage■ lhea none the l e••• 

l'urther eTidenc• that a certain degradation 1• attached to eou 

foraa ot labor 1• to be found in the regulation that exeapta a H•

•rew eenant froa •huaJliatina dutie••• auch ae, carryinc the aaater'• 

garaent lo the bath, or reaoYiDC hie aho••• eto¼1 Ota aiailar na

ture ie the obetrY&ti onl •1t a -.n be only a watohaaa, hie wife 1■ 

neverthel••• content, and doe• not want (the luxury ot) lentela tor 

her pot. T'houch a man be onl.y a ooaber ot wool• hie wife oalla him 

before th~ threahold, and eeata ber■elt beside ht-.•12 One'• c&llin& 

may be deapioable, but hi• wife i• aAtiefied. 

Moreover, a certain decrao.ation ie attached to th oae typea of 

labor which are uneethetio in oht.raoter. Outetandinc i• the obaer

vation which ie repeated several tiaea in Tarioue eectione of both 

the 1-bylonian and the Paltet1nian Talmud•. ••o occupation aay be 

diapen•~d with.(that ie true; neYertheleea,) happy 1• he who Beea 

hie parents in i worthwhile c&lliq; woe unto bia who eeea hie pa,. 

rent• encaged in an interior occupation. Indeed• the world cannot 

1et along without both the perfumer•• well aa the tanner; a t ill, 

happy i• he who•• trt..de 11 pertuai ~ rather than ta.nniq•.13 
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A,lain, the rabbinic ad.aonition - •tlay a oarcaae in public and 

rece1Ye pay, but eay not, •work 1• objecti onable to me•• - wou.ld haTe 

no point did the rabbie not realise that aome callinge are di .. 

aareeable. Al.though t his etatement hold• all labor u.n1torJDl.y excel• 

lent• the truth ie that euch 1• not the accepted. opiaion. The rab

bia1' tor example, perm.i t a woman to aeparate troa h•r huaband it he .. ' 
be a catherer of doa•• dune. who auppliee the tanner with hi• in• 

gedienta ot tan. hen a ainer, beoauee he beoomee fil t hy through 

continual d1gg1?18, nay be torealcen by hie wit•. Likewiae 88&inat a 

de&ler ot greue ie aq eethetic objection illlplied in the e tateaent ot 

R. Ilaas 10 •1t not tor the prayer ot DaTid (Pia. 9121), all of Ie

rael would be areas• aerohanta. • ileo the tu.ller • a 110 rk i • eethet-

1oally objectionable. On account of the otfenaiYe ·••11•, giYen ott 

by\t ~ cheaical■ Caed tor cleanina, the tul.ler'• ■hope had. to be lo• 

cated out■ide the city• in the T1c1nity of large pond■ and 
16 

■pringa. 

In the group of ,1aparagement■ tor eetheti c reaeone '111&3 be 

included au explanation !or the d•nunciation of the butcher - •Th• 
vorthieet ot the butcher• ia a companion t o Allalet•!? The comment• 

ary ~"w '1iT,., auggeeta that what inatipted the remark were the til th7 

aurrounding■ of the meat shop; the butcher•• clothe■ were alway, 

soiled with blood, and he apoke ineultingly, eTen a■ .&aal.ek apok• 

dia..,reeabl.7 of the Jff8. 

The denunciation of tho•• who ra1•• ■aa.11 cattle in Pal••• 

tine and chopped down cood treea oonet1tutee a turthu e■thetic 

obJeotian. A.a Rallhi elaborate■, coat• ru.nninc ~10•• and ohewina 

up e'Terythina in ticht, and aen indi■orillinately choppiq down beau

tiful tr• ••• apoil God'm loTely land■oape¼8 
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In addition to appraia ng untaYorably tho c&llinga of an u.n

dign1f1ed or unee t hetic charac t er, the rabbie recoenise Tarioua draw

back• which are a■eooiated with eundry employment•. Predominant 1• 

the ethical oritorion. By f a r, the greateat number ot reflection• 

cut upon ocoupatiou calla into qu~ation the moral atanda.rda ancl 

temptationa that are in•ol•ed. hen thoao eTaluationa which are ap. 

parontly baaed on other &round■ aeea eomehow connected with ethic•• 

aa a9plied broadly. Thie r elationehlp will become clear in the eub

aoquont treatment. 

Tho•• aoti•itie■ whi ch lnYOlYe an o•i dent breach ot the accepted 

oode ot .moral■ proToke the whole-hearted diaapproYal of the rabbi•• 

Yiret, there are thoae practices which are in and o! themeelTe•• di■-

honeat. ilone in thia groupie gambling, in all ite f•raaf whether 

with dice or draught• or pigeon-raoing, or any other ga.ae ot ob.anoe~9 

The objection to caabling ia twofold. Although not qui to actual rob

bery (ainoe robbery la defined in the Jewiah law ae the act ot Tio

lently appropriat1n& aoaethinc belonging to c otner ~aiJHt hi• 

w11120). it practically aaounta to 1t. The Mid.ruh21 a,pe&ka ot gaa. 

blera a■ •tno•e that play at dice. who oalou.late with their lett hand• 

and pr••• with their richt, and rob and .,.ona one another•. Thi• 

t i ret reuon tor the diaparaaement of the cambler ia upheld by llabbi 

Rud b. Chana. a. 8heah1■• with hie eooial outlook• deeu th~ gaabler 

deapica~le beoau■e he waate• hi• time, and ie not interested in the 

welfare of hu.anity~ 80 comple t e ta the objection to gaabling• that 

thoae who indula~ in it exolueiTely are diaqualitied ae witneaaea!5 

Thoae pr&otioee, auoh u 1 robbery, thett, larceny• plunder. etc., 

whioh are considered aotual crinea, need not be con■idered in thie 

■tudy. It 1■ doubtful whether they can be claeae4 aa ocoupationa. 
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Moreover, the Talllludio at,titu.cle toward theee o!tenc~• ia quite ob-

We ooae, then, to that large claee of employment■ whioh, thouch 

not intrin■io&lly unethical, are appraised advereely beoau■e of the 

teaptation■ wbioh they hold out ror dishone■t dealing■• Sot &lone 

th• teaptation•• but the tact that al.aoet &ll or the participant• in 

theee oooupatione actually practice di ■hone~ty1 incura the ill-Yill 

or the rabbi■• Thi• underlie• th~ oft-quoted atatement: •• man 

should not train hi• ■on to become a auleteer1 a camel-driver, a..,.... 

on-carrier (porter). a aailor, a shepherd, or A eho_p-keeper, - tor 

their work involvee thett•!' 

It i ■ difficult to ■ee how occupation■ ot ■uob diver•• nature■ 

can be thaa crouped together in one utterance, it we are to Judi• 

troa the econoaio organ.1.sation which prevail• in ou.r day. An under

etandiq or the etatua ot the■e oallinc• in TIUIIUdic ti■ea, however, 

ll&ke■ quite clear 'What the rabbi• objeot to. It wae then a oo-on 

teaptation tor tho•• •ricaged in tran■portiq good•• particul.ul.y pro

duce, on th• back■ or do nkeya and caael•• or on wagona. carta, and 
I 

ra~t•• to tiloh a.rtiolea here and there that they pa•••• in tran■itu. 

Thia being work that required creat endurance and brute etre11gtb• the 

liklihood ia that the great nuaber ot theee oa.rriera were recruited 

troa aaonc the crude and l••• acrupulou■ ele .. nt• ot the population • 

. Thu■, it wa■ not infrequent. add the co-entarie■• tor thea to pil

fer eTen from the ahipaenta which were plaoed in their charce~6 

A aiaila.r charge i■ leTelled again•t unecrupuloua abop.keepera
0 

fhey• tooe are rebuked beoauee ot •11atua• 9 u R&ahi puta it. Th97 

are aoov.aed ct praotioinc deception■ ot all eortas tal■iryiq weipta, 

ai■repre■•nt1111 artiolee, and the diluti nc and adul terat1ac too~ 



~. 
produot•~e The rabbinic etipu.latione that article• aold are to be 

expl1oitly aenttoned!' weic}lta and meaeurea properly euper•1aed~
8 

that there la no o•erobargtng~9 that pro•iaion ta to be made tor t.h• 
I ) l,; [_ 

ret~rn ot merchandiee50 - pro•ide 1rou.ncle tor our aurmiaal that what-

eYer objection the rabbi• regiatered acainat mercbanta were induced 

by diahoneety. It hae been pointed out that in a.11 ot the eixty

three tract• ot the Talmud there 1• acarcely a word o! appro•al tor 

buaineaa:1 

Retleotincthi• dlaparageJDent of tradiq i a t .he atatement attri• 

buted to Rab that. trade, along with ea tine, coha.bi tat ion, and aabt

tion. will be abaent in the perfect worlcl hereaft,er~2 Thie thou&}lt 1• 

acain preeented in the reterenoe to the effect• o,t the W Yet■er Bara. 

-Were 1 t not for the Teta•r Hara•- the deaire to1· phyeieal comfort•, 

the amb1 tion !or auoo••• - •there would. be no bu111neea•i3 But aince 

the Yeteer 1• an intearal part of the human m&lce,np, trading muat con

tinue. Thi• atate of affair•• how•••r, 1• not tlH moat deeirabl•• 

Concerning the ebepherd• the Tabnldio diapa1·agement ta uu•ual

ly emphatic. •so wora ia eo despicable aa that <J,t the eheph.erd~ 1 t 

1• claimed.. In fact, were it not that l>a•id wae followinc Jaoob'• 

precedent (ot Gen.,is2,). he would neTer ha•• cal.led God a shepherd 

lin PB. 25:l)~& Aoaording -,, Baba, the shepherd.a of both big and 111&11 

cattle are unqua.litiecl to aerTe aa wt tn•••••~
6 

HJ.a reaaon te that 

ehepherde are alwa,y■ enoroaoh1nc upcn the property 11! other■• They a 

are 41ahoneet; the:, cio not reepeot property ript:e. They allow the 

cattle to make uee ot. and ••en deet174 the !te&111 of othera. The 

goat, for uaaple, ie called •1iatia a•auyan• - 11.11 armed rob•er51 • 

•ho conauaee eTerythinc that be eomee upon. 80 cirontempti ble 11 ahe:p

herdiq, that one 11Uet u.l ti-tel:, abandon 1 t to 11atiats th• d.e-.ncl• o~ 



Xqually deepiaed ia the work or the tax- gatherer•. They are no

toriou■ for their rapac1ty!9 Kapecially what rendered thie class of 

oftic! ale hateful waa their taking ad:nmtag• ot the indetini teneaa ot 

the tariff• to oweroharge the taxpayer. In addition, it eeema that it 

wa■ not uncoanon tor them to pocket eome of the money which they ool• 

lected aa taxea. Hence we tind the etringent Jewieh leg1elation which 

claeeitiee them with robbera. ~or exu,.ple, it is forbidden to take 

change in coin from the treaeury of the tax-collector or to receiYe 

alma from it• because of the euapicion that the money wu acquired 

diahoneetly~O Hot only they are diaquali!ied to aerTe as Judge or 

witne■a:1 but all member• of a fULily related to a tax-gatherer may 

be rendered 1neli1ible for the giYing of teetimony~2 

Bo acrt.tpulou■ 111 the Ta.laud in deeignatiengethic&l drawbacks ot 

occupation~ that it draw■ a line not only in the matter of stealing 

good■ or money but extend• it e•en to the proper amount of energy 

tha t a aan muet 11Te for hi■ wage. •• laborer i• not peraitted to 

wor k f or hiuel! at nighi, and then hire out hi■ eerTice• during the 

d"1'• That would aaount to robbillC the eaployer•~3 Rather ehould a 

dq l a borer teel the reapone1b111ty to pertora hie taeke honestly. 

That thia ia too much !or one to expect from euch workers aa ox

dr1Tere la indicated in the obeerTation that workmen cannot be 

truated. •it you have been left an inheritance•• r em.uke the eage, 

and want to ••t rid of it in a hurry, Ju•t allow your laborera (oa-

"' driTera) to work unauperwiaed. Thua di ahoneety, even in common la,. 

bor. ie di■countenanced. 

Related~ the emphaeia on honesty ia the Talmudic dieappronl 

ot oooupatione wiich indulge in opportuniet practices. , They condem,, 
apeo1tically both epeoulat1Te and &rtiticially created aonopoliea: 



•In the nature or thing•• it ia or neoeeeity that produce rote; 

othenriae unecrupulou■ merchant• would buy it up and etor e it away0 

~1th the hope or raieing pricee•~6 To aToid auoh artifioi&l atillUl► 

t 1on for market pricee, the rabbi• laid down definite prohibitiona!6 

Likewi••• to preTent undeeerTed profit•, they ruled acainet dealing 

in •tuturee•!7 'rhue the rabbia look aekanoe at the Wa:J arteean■ haTe 

ot oTer-charging during the buey eeaeon. ~ thi■• it aee .. that the 
'8 barber 1a charged apecitically. When a comodity ie needed, the 

rabbi ■ feel, it ahould be made aTailable tor poor and rioh alike. 

Thia leade ue to a coneideration o! profeeeional ethice. A 

Yery unueual statement ie ma.de that •the beet or the phye1c1ane will 

go to Gehenna•!9 Why ao? la not their work needed, le not t.heir work 

ethical, The Talaud giTe■ no rea■on. The co111111entary, Toeetoa Yom 

Tob, o!fere to explain that thie remark wae prompted by the unwillinc

neae of phyaiciana to aerTe the poor• who could not a.tford to pay u 

h andaomely aa the &!fluent. 'l'he eaying - a physician who takes noth

ing i e worth nothing&O_ indicate• that it yas custo-ry tor 1bem to 

charge large t eea. Thua. by thinking of money tiret, the phyeiciana 

a.re r eeponeible !or the death ot the poor be•auae of lack of atten• 

t i on. Another reaaon that ie g1Ten, alm.ethical, ia proposed by 

91>1' Y.Y' and ...,.·eu-, :i r) • They ■treee the word •to.- • .i 110 

be et. That ie, if a phyeician coneidere hinmel! •the beet•, and 

therefore retueee to coneult otbere, he will surely ll&lce a aiatalce 

and thus ruin liTee. Theretore he deeerTee to end up in Gehenna . • 

Still other reaeone are giTen; b•t einoe they cannot be clueed aa 

ethical, they will be taken up later. 
<1.\>o.,"t 

Yollowing the Jflahnaic expreeeion .felle•ing the phyeician le a 

eiailar one 4 i epar-ag1ng the butcher: •The worthiest ot the butcher■ 
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is a companion to .lmal.ek•;1 Thie et.Atement, too, lea•e• ue in doubt 

ae to mot i • ation . The oonnentatore ?,.•-, ,; • .1'11H!>.11 and C'J " '' y.:.o auggeet 

that here the underlying drawback ia e thical. Through the continual 

ahedding ot blood• in the proceaa of alaughterin« ani111al•, jhe butch,. 

er become• inured to cruelty, and so he 1• made cruel. The point made 

in the compari ■on with A.malek• they explai11, i• that Amalek attacked 

Iar•el aolely out ot a cruel di ■poaition, having had no gain in Tie•• 

I! ... a.re to accept thie explanation, we c,ui cener&liae that the r•b

bi a T1ew u.nfaTorably any occupation■ whioh render• one ru,.rd-hearted. 

Yhat may a ppe&r etrange to a twentieth cent ury mind 11 the Tal~ 

11Udic apprai~a.l of the calling• whi oh bring one. 110re or l eea, in 

contact with the oppoaite au: •bery lll&Jl who•• t rade ia with woaen, 

baa b&d leaven i n hia•; 6l he would not haTe choeen auch a trade. HaT• 

in& deliberately ae leoted the type ot work which bring• hi■ i nto t e.wa:p

tation. arguaent goee, that 11&D l a not quite meaeurinc up t o the atan

dard ot aoral purity, Thu• the Ta.uaud mention• apecifically thoee 

who r1• the women with jewelry• thoee who clean wo■en • clothe•, 

t hoae vh o aha.rpen llillatonea tor houaewiTs•• t ho•• who peddle per

tuaee &nd trinlceta, weaver■, launder er•, the blood-letter, the bath. 

ke~per• and the tanner: - the work of all of theee 1• repreheneibl•• 

one ot the oooupat1ona included in thie group 1• 0 •19~ , the ae&n• 

ing o! which ia dieputed. It may well refer to ladie■' hair-dreaaeb; 

an added objection being that they were aituated ■o tar•• we can 

tell, in or near the bath houaet 3 Raahi belieTea that the tera reten 

t.o uarbera. and that ~he moral te11ptation lie• in the practice of WO• 

men taki~ children to the barber. Equally well can -'1te a · -,:,o ap. 

ply to teacher• o! children. since we are told that no \l!married man 

or woman ahould conduct a aohool. The former would be likely t o be 
Tiaited by the mother•, and the latter by the tathera, ot the pupila. 

64 
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The weaver• in particular eeem to incur the dislike of the rab

bi■• The reason ie probably intimated in the re~ort that ribald 

aonc• to whioh no deoent man would lieten, were called weaTer•• dit• 

tiee~
6 

lNt ■till worae 1a the appraisal of the leeoh. What charge■ 

a.re leTelled against hillJ He 1• haughty• gluttonou•• greedy, lae

ciTiou■• eto~6 
An whyt Becauee the nature of hie work lead■ him to 

opntacta with wo■en that are too fUliliar. The diaappro•al of the 

ph,Yeician -.y be accounted !or on theee p-ound•• ooneidering that 

the performance ot a pbya1c1an'e eenioea likewi•• in•olTe a aexual 

temptation. •oauae th~ denunciation of sexual offence■ wu uaually 

coupled with the expreaeion to Gehenna~' the diaparageaent. •the beet 

of the pbyaici&nl are tit tor Gehenna•• would inthiate a eexual re-.. 

eon., 

The di ■paragement ot t.hoee -■ployed in money-lendi ng ie baaed 

on an ethical drawback• which ie bound up with the eoonoaic order• 

That intereat-taldng ie di■oountenanoed ta, ot cour■e, an open tact. 

•come•, the rabbi• obaene• •come e.nd eee the blinding of the eyee of 

thoee that talc~ intereet•~ :But why ■hould they object to charginc in4 

tereat, On the ethical aide• the Ta)Bllld ooapa.rea usurer■ to mur

derera~9 ••ti)• aurder•r• cannot undo their deecl - 1•••• brine the 

murd!red baok to 11!•• - ao when one 1e made poor by intereet he can• 

not be salTaged•. But we cannot be eatiefied •1th thie explanation. 

Usury, aooording to Biblical and Tal111Udic uaage, 1■ merely a regular 

rate ot interest charged for the uae of money, but not neoe■earily ex• 

orbitant intere■t. Hence why ehould thern be any obJoot1on to t tt 

Thi• que■tion 1• a Taat one. The an■wer might be found in t~e eoo• 

no■1o organiaation of tho•• daJ•• To the■ it eeeaed unfair that one 

11111Jr1'hould benefit tro■ another'• eftort~O 1'aoh mu■t work tor weft he 
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earns. ~1nancing is not considered genuine work. Thie 1• ln&da cle&r 

in the contraet: •hr better ie it to be a laborer than a u.aurer, tor 

in the world to come, uau.rere, wailing and gn&ah1DB their teeth, wi 11 

say, 'Oh, that we had beP.n laborera and had worked with our ahoul• 

dera; oh, that we had been serYant•~•~1 The aame idea preTafl• in the 
\ 

attitude toward the banker~2 Because he accept• teea tor aoney-ch~ 

ing:
3 

and tor e.x.am.ining coin• for genu1neneae~4 etc., hie poaition 

ie not the most e le•aled~5 

Coming to the eTaluatione more essentially econoaic, we find a 

number cf calling■ deprecated aa 1npro!itable~6 The list begina with 

mention of the earning• of a wife. Raahi explain• that th ta refer■ 

to a woman who goes to the market with a pair ot ec&lee, where ah• 

&cc epta a paltry eua tor weighing articles. The commentary Tosaph

oth, howeTer, belieTe■ that the reterencea to a woman who spin■ to 

earn aome aide money. Both co11mentariea acreQ, though, that the 

earning• are meaare and the work a bit unseealy. The liet continue• 

with one who renta out mill■tonea, a dealar i n reed• in pote, a 

peddlar, a breeder of ■aall cattle, a t~ee-ohopper, a ecribe of Torah, 

or Tetillin, or Jlesuzoth, etc., an lnterpro ter, one m.o aerTee &I 

trustee for th~ money ot orphana, ~n• eqaged in maritiae pur■uit•, 

t,to. 

The intereeting thing to notice here 1• that &l. thoU&h the re&

eon for deprecation ie quite ob•ioualy econoauc - the 11111&11 incoae•, 

an additioMl ethical 1nterpretatiooJ 1• injected by the ooament&tor•. 

In all these inetaPcee, th~y •a.r, the worat feature 1 ■ not that the 

incomes are emall. PoTerty ie no diegrace . What uie■ theee call

ings undea~rable 1• the tact that they appear lucratiYe, althoUgh 
they really are not, and thue cause an •A.yin Hara• - ';i-i;, l'-Y • 



br• appearance• induce ■pectatore to begrud.ge the aeagre earning■ 

or thoee poor worke.re. That ia the sin. The peddler in the streets, 

tor inatanoe. aeeJU to thriYe in • hubbub of business; but in the e,nd, 

what has he, The proaperi ty ot the dealer in reeds and po te 1 e mi, .• 

represented by the luge stock whioh he diaplaye, but the T&lue ia 

little; and then there ie the matter of brealc&ge. Breeding a.mall 

cattle 1e reputed ae very profitable. Yea, in the Tast fielda it 1. ■ 1 

But in oongeeted areae, the goat■ do more harm than good. In thie 

light a number of the listed callings may be underetood. What lencle 

particular atren1th to thie anal,yeia1 ia the Talmudic etatement that 

there a =e rich and poor in every trade~ 7 But these, in addition to 

leaTin« one poor. render kim an obJeot of public enyY• • adding in1sult 

to injury. 

Regarding the 11cr1be1 the tradition !a r ecorded by R. Joshua 'b• 

LeT"i that the men of the Great Synagogue fasted and pr ,ayed for twe1n-
ry ' 

ty-four daye that aoribee ■hould not become wealthy; elee, they would 

not do their work. which must be done. The record not only proves 

that ecribee were poor, and why so, but also the efficacy. or prayer. 

Al all eYente, those who found eoae other aeana of ■upport usually 
68 

abandoned the bu■ineae or being a eer1,e. 

There le quite a debate in the Talmud ae to whett•r agriculture 

1e objectionable on financia.l ground■• '!'hat ■eeas to be the caae, 

judgin& from a remark, ■uch a■ : •You can !ind no employment worse 
69 

than agriculture•; you become a alaTe to the ■oil, - only atrone; 
70 

men can clo that work. It you inYeet a .und.red luaim 1n t rade, y01u 

will be able to eat meat and wine daily; but if you i nTeet a hundx·ed 

Zuaim in earth, you wlll eat only e&lt and &raee. 

The aboYe atatement intimates, in addition, the physical dra,r

bac,n of aoroe callings. There are dangore and rialce and priTILtiom.■ 
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that muat be endured. The oontinu&l denunciation by the rabbi• ot 

employer■ who retu■• to pay wacee on time indicates that not 1nfre•• 

quently workmen are forced to face starvation becauee or the irregU• 

larity of wegea. •• laborer tires and troubles himself all day, look• 

ing forward to hi• wage, but meeting with diaappointment.• 71 Thia, 

surely, ia a physical disadvantage of l&bor; not ot labor itself po•• 

eibly, but surely o! a laborer•• lot. 'there the rabbi• seek to be

speak the righte of lab~r, they indicate, in the reaeona whi ch they 

adduce, the hardships of labor. It ie, for in.etanee, difficult to 

imagine them considering !avorabl• the lot of one who muat climb em

bankment• and ever take his life into hie hands in order to win hie 
72 

daily bread. Buildin1 likewiae calla for exertion and danger. •Hs 

who builda ia iapoveriahed•?1 There are dangere and hardehipa and 

responaibilitie■ that are to be taken into account. B. Iehorai sue• 

geet further physical drawback• of labor?4 

Although for the ancient Jew ethice and practi cal r eligion were 

inseparable , we may, for purpoaea of analyaie, i■olate thoae eTalua

t ione which a.re baaed primarily on supernatural and ritual ground•. 

Indicat!Te of the eupernatur•l diaadTantagea ot certain types of 
7§" 

work ie the cl.ally prayer ot R. Xehunya b. HaJcana, in which he con-

t raat a gleeipi ng and idle tradeemen with ■tudy. They who are at tht 

street oornere r eeeiTe no reward, 'lfherea■ he 11 rewarded tor atudy

ing Torah continually; while he ia de1tined tor eternal 11te. 1ley 

are doomed to th e pit. Ve must be oautioua, however, not to ta.Jee 

thia expreeaion or priTate opinion too aeriouelf . Pa;choanalyeie 

may po■■ibly reTeal a detenae complex me.Aire.ting itself in thi■ 

prayer . 
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The unu•ual Mlahna1c alur on the physician 1• explained by 

R&ahi on eupernatura1 arounda. The phyaician, he holda, not beinc 

afraid of illneaa - aince he know• what ie beet to eat - loeee hie 

fear tor God, thinking that he ha• the powers of the DiTine. Ano

ther poaeible objection 1• that God la the ph.yaician: no one muet 
1a interfere with hi1 plan■• Yet, the rule i e that when one 1• injured, 

the injurer muat proTide the phyaictan?7 Jewiah tradition reconcile■ 

thie ooDrli c t with the statement th.at an angel of God accompaniea 

the physician and effect• the cure. (1'hoae who feel that the di• 

Tine become■ manifest in the ■kill and eerTice of eociety IU.Y find a 

reflection of the ■ame Tiew in thia opinion). 

The ritual diaadT&nta«e of certain callings ceatera about the 

rabbinic prohibition ot art in the form of painting or eculpture or 

etchin1 or aketchinc?8 Referring to the aeoond 00111111&nd.ment1 the Tal

mud rules out all art that inYolTe■ deaigne and figuree, le■ t it be 

conaidered idolatrou■• Beeau..ae tatooing, whioh ie likewiae !or-
19 bidden by law, eeeu logically to have been part of the barber' ■ 

regular eerTicea, thia provide■ an additional reuon for objeotinc 

to the barber. In thie connection may be mentioned the rabbinic 

concern oTer thoee euto■ere who would tarry in the barber '• ah6p 1 

with the re■ult of neglectin« their prayer•~O 

A aild rebuke 1■ coupled with the calling• o! acrib•• interpret

•r• a dealer of .J\ ' ~~ • Tetiltn, etc. •A11 those who engage in rel1-

gioue work for ~rofit, do not benefit theretrom•~1 Beaidee the un

protitablene••• the Tallllud doea not approve of ■a.king religioa work 

and the Torah•• apade to ti1 with•. JforeoYer, the •turpman, tile 

interpreter, take• wagea torwork done on the Sabbath and Holidays 

and thue eu.t!er■ a ritual dieadTantage. 



Al.ao tor the ali &}itiq comapriaon o! the butcher wi th Amal•k.. 

R■•hi o.tten a ritual.iet1c reaaoa. 11b.•ll Ul• Dteh.rua of aoae meat i• 

i n 4oub~. ta• batcher 4oea not ecrnple to declu. it Koaher1 beo&u• 

he 1• iat•re-•tfHl eaaenti&lly in hie fiD&llCial saia. 

~ tlleoloetcal 1.aplicatioa ie to be found in tho paaaa&• whioh 

de-clareath&t • ...-ac otlleza. th.oN ,mo rai•• aaall oattl•• eepecial.• 

Ly goata, in Paleatine and chop down goo4 tr••• are r ea poaaibl• to r 

the eciip••• a au~poaed aian of ••11~2 The poi nt 1• that th.•1 a.re 

t.All.8 cl1eftgurtnc the Hol..:, I&a-a.. 

Thia ceaplet•• a coneideratioa of the WlfaTorabl• a»pr&ia&l ot 

"R.rioua calli.... ?he aaa• gro1mda on wbieh the Talmul -»Pro••• of 

occ:upatm-. it likewiae ui,N•••• tta cUaapproT&l.. While adutUnc 

the dipity of labor, a nmaber of rabbi• conatder it 1ater1or to 

lea.nu.nc. They point apectfic&lly to thewadtpJtied and waeathet t e 

character of ao•• type• of work ... pectally do they o•ll attention 

to the ethical drawbacn of nWNroua •~oyaenta. 1'a* er d.iaad

Ta11tace■ ar. financial, phyaioal, aupernatural. and rt tual . In the 

failure to find a nept1Te opinion concerllinc apeotfto type• ot 

occupation•, we are fairly sate in aaaua.tnc that it it beoau■e the 

rabbi• halfe no obJecttone *o reateter. Their ailenoe 1nd1oat•• 

consent. (ao legal conetnact ione interpret ailenoe.) It ta under

etood, of course, that thia etudard of' Ju<lpent t a not free troa 

the poea1b111ty of error . But in the ab•~noe of further data, it 

muet be accepted. 
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PART III 

SOOIOLQOICAL ,utALYBIS 

The great contribution ot the so ientific method ie ita in■iet

nce on the importance or analysing data. Knowing the Tal.audic ap

~•iaal of oooupati one, without delTif\8 into the fac tors of ■ocio

ogical oaueation, eonetitutea Tery limited knowledge. To make euch 

thoroughgoiq ~tudy of the rabbinic etatement■ anJ opiniona, one 

at poa■eaa adequate r ecord• of the eooial order extant during the 

eriod of the Tal.Jllud, in addition ~o beina expert in the technique 

of p■ychoanalyei■• Lacking both of these requiaitea, it will be poe

eible i n thie paper to do no aore than point out, more or leae 

haphuardly• the direction• which such an anal••ia mi1ht t&lce. 

It might be well to begin with the moat dieputed utterance, the 

disparagement of ~he phyeiciu. The Tallnud itetl! offerinc no rea

eon, we turn to the accepted oommentar1ee1 in whoae light the maea 

of Jewry underetude the Tal.mw.d. Among the euggeet~d reasons are: 

the exorbitant charges and conaequent diacrimination taToring the 

wealthy• the irreTeranoe of the phy■ician1 hi• interferanoe with the 

Divine plaa1 the prejudi ce that he kills the aick1 etc. Psycho~ 

analyeie1 however, may de1110netrate that when the Tanna s peak• acaiaet 

the phyaioian• he doe• ao out or a re&liaation that the doctor malcea 

a livin• on hie illne••• Therefore he exclaims - t o Oehenna with the 

beet of the phy11c1ane1 - When there will be no phyaiciane1 poe~ibly 

illnee■ too will disappear. Yet he real izes that the doctor i e need

ed: the T~. 1n !aot, requirea one tor every town. There may be 

■ome connection between thia reflection and out' own way ot excla1• 

ing: to Hell with hoepitalal - the devil take undertakeraJ Still, 



we !ail not for an inatant to realise what Taluable eerTicee they 

render to aooiety. Other poesible objections to phyeictane are: their 

oharge•• their dieacreeable aedicinee and appliances. their !util

ity, th&ir uncannineae. 

The objections to the tax dealer may likewise be explained 

eooiologically. aa a ■entiment grow1Jl8 out of a particular political 

situation. Under the goTernment of Palestine by the Syrian king■ 

the taxe■ were collected by the state off iciala. The Romana left 

t o t he 10Ternora or procuratore the collection of the regular taseer 

land-tax, poll-tu.; but leased the ouatoa.e dutiee, the marke& toll•• 

and similar apeci&l. import■! The leeeeee were generally Roman 

k:nishta: but there were UlOJl8 the Jews also. The facte that these 

Jewa were helping the Romana in the exec•tion of the he&Ty taaee 

i~po■ed upon the Jewe render~d this cla■e of officials hateful. 

Yorat of all, he wae the repreeent atiTe of the foreign power, the 

oppreaeor. Hence the Jewieh hatred of the Roman tyranny wu heaped 

upon the tax-gatherer. Similarly te to be understood the Talmudic 

prejudice against all oocupatione iliob 1n•o1Te dealinge with foreign 

peorl••• 

Another instance o! the i~portance of sentiment i n explaining 

u.nf&Torable apprai•ale ie the casee of weaT~r■ &nd epinnere, etc. 

In ~arlier times thits •rk wae done only by women. And eTen in the 

t me of the Talllud thia wa.a considered the ideal work for a 11:)m&ft• 

•mo other employm~nt ia becoming to a wo-.n than ~ e dieta.tt•• R. 

Blieaer ■aid~ Hence it wa• thought etfudnate tor a •n to make a 

liTin1 out otwoma.nly trades. In consequence of which the weaTere 

occupied a Tery low social po■ition! 
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Another intereating item for ana.lyaie ie the great e.mph&eia 

f the rabbis on sexual aloofneee. One ie prompted to question 

hether the Talmud le not merely preaching in thia inetanoe. Mr. 

orr18 Loeb, in his lecture on A.rtieane in Ancient Ierael, deliY-

red some yea.re ago at the Jewiah Theological Seminary of .Arul·rJ.c!., 

poses the ea.me query o•er the disparagement of trades e1mply becauee 

of f ema.l e cue to men! •Do ~o• not fh i n.k that ti e rabbi e tried to l"'_.,. 
phaaize t he warning t o a•oid temptation ; by paradoxically depreca

jting the value of highly esteemed profession.a , sole l y on a ccru n t of 

possible pitfalls,• Though one cannot tell for certain ye t this seema 

probablle. Jor the fact of the matter is thRt so me outstanding Tal• 

mudic personal! ti t:e were engaged in tl1eu .-• trs.dee . One passage; to be 

exact, dec laree that one JIBY indulge in one of thos e callings a nd 

overcome the sexual t emptati on through atrict self.control, as di d 

R. Chanina and R. Oaha.y&. They were employed maki ng ehoe e in a 

place not orioua for ite diaaoluteneae, but nevertheleee kept pure, 

because they never lifted their eyee t o look upon the girls for 

whoa th ey made shoee. hen the disreputable is praiaed when he 

e• ercieee sexual redtrai nt. It 1e related6 that R. Abba, a blood• 

l ~t ter, would receiTe the heavenly greeting each mor ni ng. Abaya, 

a teacher, rec e1.ved 1 t only on the lh'e or Sabbath. And R&ba, a teach• 

er, rece1Ted i t s olely on the be of Atonement. The latter two were 

disgruntled that they were greeted leas than the leech, R. Abba. 

Whereupon a heavenly• 1ee r eplied~ •rt ia becauee ycu cannot do th6 

things he doe••• And the Bath lr.ol continued to relate of R. Abba•• 

extreme care ot aexual modesty while per forming operations. Hot only 

that he ia also charitable, and ie even reluctant t o a ccept P'1' fro■ 

the poor. 



quite interestinc ie the problem ot ascer taining the eociolo

gical caueation that underlies the commendation of trading for orotiqr 

aa contrasted with the discoWltenanced practice of lending .1110ney tor 

profit. The answer is not simple? It JDay be that financial. enter

prise wae especially f aTored, in the first place~ becauae there waa 

nothinc in it esthetically or theologically or ethically objection

able. Still, it had enough act ual work attached to it to d1at1ngu18h 

it trom money-lending on intereat. In the Tery paeaage in which 

i nterest ie condemned, business ie commended : •Preferable i e the lot 

of him who uses ten gold pieces to ma.lee a 11Ting out of t rading t o 

t hat ot the man who lends it out on interest. Ae the adage goee, 

'One who lende with interest loses both hie and the other man'• money: 
8 hie only satisfac tion ie that he le called a merchant.•• I t aeema 

that to the rabbinic way of thinking, one who lends money 8ite idly 

while s omeone works to pay the interest. Not so with t he trades.man; 

the very term that refers to hi• -

implying actual effort expended in the earning of hie profit. Such 

a casual obeerTation, of course, 1a not wholly satisfactory. So 

involved and disputed io this point that it requ1ree a separate study. 

71nally, there ie the question of 1ll e dlgni ty ot labor. We haTe 

seen that, as a whole, there is relat1Tely little in the Tu.ud that 

appr aises it negatiTely. What there is, is alight. When we bear in 

mind th4lt what the rabbis had to eay they usually addreseed t• their 

ianediate dieciplee, and not to the population at large, we can 

u.ndergtand what prompted auc.1 admonltione ae: Torah 1• supreme; let 

your occupation no t interfere •1th your study; indeed, it ia a pity 

that we must forsake our study to labor. Those teachers •ho inter

preted lite ego-centrically could Tieion no goal other than T -~ or_.. 



37. 

But the maJori ty of rabbis. forced to r ub ehouldere with their fellow

men in the common occupations . came to s ee the advantaaee, and the 

dignity , of labor. Speaking from the weal th of personal experience, 

the Teachers of Jamnia declared: •I am a cr eature of God, and my 

fellowman i s no lees so . I have my calling i n the town, and he has 

hie in the field. As he is not made proud by hie labor . I Ul not 

boastful o! mine. If you think that! am busied by great UJB.ttera, and 

he with small. remember tla t true work, whether gTeat or alllall, l eads 

to the ea.me end, provided that the state of the hea:rt be right~• What 

serious objections they articulated against any particular calling was 

di r ected, in moat cases. not against t he work itself, but against 

certain practices of the worker. •A man's place does not honor him; 

rather does he honor hie poeition•~O 

At the same time, it must be said that maxims as : •oreat ie work; 
11 L,J, ~~ 

it honors one• -- • oreat is work; it warma one•12- - appear a oit too 

emphatic t o paea by without further analysis. Thie constant etresein1 

of the one idea - don' t be too proud t o work; no work is objection~ 

able - leads one t o suspect that euoh exhortation~ have ~een very 

much needed. Su.rely, An insistent repetition ot •don't,don't, don• t•, 

induces one to auapeot that *hat 1a preached against ie pe ing prac• 

ticed. Thus, in all probability, the rabbie were defendtng against 

publi c o~i nion the poor workere ot l owl y t radee. They comforted the 

tanner: your work J11a..Y be disagreeable: but know you, the world de

pends upon you. The lowly day laborer they solace with the worda: 

you think that your work is not worthwhile, inasmuch as no skill 1e 

required; ah, but it 1~ worthwhile; God ha~ handed down every aort of 

occupation t o lDAl1; y~ur work, being divinely imposed will never die• 

appear from the world. B~hind all thia can be discerned the motiTating 
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principle; a aupreae reepect tor personal! ty. One's outwa1·d eJnploy

ment. proTio.ed that it ie honest. 1•, after all• only aecondary - a 

aeana. The real end 1• the attainment of the conviction of oneaelf 

aa a member ot the spiritual uniTer■e - a child of God. It ie to 

this end that the Tal.lllud atreesee the dignity of labor. 

Pueruing this analysis one step further, one might aek why the 

rabbis hold thi• exalted opinion of labor. Here. indeed. is rooa for 

psychoanalytic study. Ma.:r it not be that because they themeel•ee were 

not tree from the necessity of earning a liTlihood they were fa•orably 

disposed toward the workinpanf The Jewish sage, the rabbi, af Tal

mudic days r~ceived no salary or tuition fee for hie servicee. P.e 

w,s forced, in addition to hie acholarlY puseuita, to engage in some 

paying occupation. Thus tradition records that moat of the Babylonian 

rabble made a liTing out of tilling the soil;~ Yew were the calling• 

that could not claim a Tal.mudic rabbi!4 It we are to apply what 

psychology teaches concerning the consciousness of kind and claee 

sympathy , we must conclude that the Talmudic expreeaion of senti

ments in favor of labor grows out of the social and economic statue 

of the rabbis. Thie may aleo explain the contrut between this Jewish 

attitudeand the Greek disdain of manual labor. An interesting 

euggeation15 le that: •the Hebrews were neither as eucoeesful in ,rar 

as to acquire ~kill ed eerTante by force, nor so rich as to be able to 

p•rchaee them from more predatory nation,. The relative proportion 

of alaTee to free artisans was, therefore, Tery much lees in Jerusa

lem than in Athene and Rome; consequently, o tree c i tizen practicing 

a manual trade was not performing servile labor in the estimation of 

hie neighbor••• 



59. 

Whatever may have been the underlying cause, it is quite appar• 

ent that it wae no diegrace to work at common labor. The professional 

worker or the artisan, working under the direct obeerTation of hie 

neighbor■, wae respected for hie skill. 11.ore desirable, however, 

wae the simple honeet life of the farmer. But moat profitable of all 

wae commerc:al enterprise. Provided that honest dealings were enforc~. 

bueineea wae, after all, the least arduous, while the moat gainful, 

oc cupation. Boneaty - ethics - that must be r espected above all elae. 

For, •at all evente, one manages to make a living•;
6 
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109. B. Bath. 16b; 8Dh. 100b; l'.14. 72b; Pea . 65&; etc . 

110 . Xraue■: T.A. TOl I.I, p . 373 

111. Y. Dea. 2:22e ; B. Bath. 89a 
wa■ called. p1k>•J 1.,~~ - '?'"' '1;1 -:1- -

112. Peah 8:8 

113. Bertinoro oo-ent to aboTe (aleo Y. Peah 30a) eaye: 
I' "'l.1j ,><. 7.,. 0 'J) X \'):) , • ill> r~1...Y I"" h/1, 

( <.o-..'t".) 
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114. 
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116. 

117. 

118. 

119. 

120. 

121. 

Tiii 

In Sabb . 63a, Baehi comaente on JP •::n >•\!l l'>: 
"1.:><LI 1' •~nb'7 /;,:i ,.:>.ll 111 i1'? •,><'to l J'll::Jy:, 

8.hulohan Aruoh: Yoreh Deah: Hilkhoth Zedabh 2~:3:11 

Beel••· R. 7:18 , OD Bool••· 7:8 

!er. 66a; &7a 

Sabb. 160a ~':l'Jll('~lil)'?J'7 7-'' -,:,1 ;-rr ;r,~ 't::1 '.M-l~l ;, o·'>-;;;/9 7:>17:> 
H ;,-, •, 

Oen. R. 16 end, on Gen. 2:16 

Pea. 60b 

!. •t•. 42& 

Pea. 113& 

122 • J5er. 62b 

123 • .Ber. 63a 

124. Taa.n. 6'b 

;, J""r.> :11p Cr>€>f J r ,.:i r Jls,. 
'J.'11 Ti'"' l1,., )( ,r.,n ,-,.;z. x ">(,9n ·.1:i n..119n> 

126. Yeb . 63aJ ~ 'fl) 1 t'}l'llt1 ' , ::J p,7'., I" il.l'ln~ .f'Unl~ 1 ~ }'1>4 ">t ::J'-rN ·-, 
1

J:>N 

~'j>P'.Y 1 '..:> 19il l:)')l~'T T1 " 1W./I 'I'< ','"' 1'('Jl19'7 >,t:l."l:) .,..,1(.1_, l'l::J1N .>1'7171'7 
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il 1 I ~ I) l ,11( /'I '? • b >l y -i 1< ::i • fl ( ;, )(Q >< 1 ,-, 1 n .,._. 7 Yr, ::i. ~ l-1. ?'7 -.y::i. '.:, 1 ~ il 
,A '-".,.; x•l")'>r.> J ><Y1><>< 71'~ X'JrltJ i(~l't ,J.Y :Hf x'i> l 

126. 

127. 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132 , 

Bul. 84& Q ' '"T/Jl_y "'f'' l 

I K. 4:2~; Kio.4:4; Ie.32:20: Jer.31:24 

Tl -, "' a , >c- 11 :> b' a~ I ':y So 

~,w nr'' a •,J.f'l::I 

Yeb . 63a ... 
1

' .)'l :i.r> 'Jil 1;iJ'J ,,,,1 •:>• .1~ 'l~ '7 ,),1, 1•.it .n IC~, ::J">f 
~::I..., ;,J... } '::i.t Y) 9 j> 

Sitra: Behar 6:1 

LeT. R. 3tl ilJI:>"-' C)_J")~..flf)l ,11 '7.)'l?l ;, ~ .:i. tt:>l ilJ') I ~ lt./ ' lcl • I':) .:i.H:> 
)' 'l",-1( ' ><.'?Jlr.,i ;,~nr., :::i.. Q•1n'X 'le, .MJJ ?IOU >O,>-u 1 1?1:> 

,1'~ l'',:>K 1•")9~ r.J •J '),))CT\'")':)•~~.:>)< ,lj •~ '"l,t>t-, 

Bul. 84& b n1~-r i11?"' 
I ,,~:::z. 1"1f.Y1 '?'41:://l' W ~t,r,r, 

:s. laa. 7 s7 

13,. K:rauee: T.A. Tol.I p.158 

1~6. l'.icl. 4:l~l 'l 'IU.Y l Jl )'J,Y ,1::i / '•'lfffl ./1/.Jkll,¥ 7'Xw 



T. Kid. 410. 

Ab. d'B. •• 11 

lnh. 29& 

1:x . 

DJ'l.,./\1'"> O'TX O?t:> ?pr:> 

0 1b a:1<t> w", /'"''°'-,;, c,~ 
';l:,H}o ;l'U.:JW "'1.::, 

1 ' 47() H~ HJl':>IH ,l<.:U-"ll l'(J O.::, ., ,., '..J\IJ • :Ldl 

139 . !tr. 16a •ote: It ma.>' be that the rabbi ■ would not take the 
laborer away fro■ hia dutiee, beoauee hie workinc 
time belonge to hie employer. 

1,0. Le•. B. 20:3 

141. laahi to Teb. 6~ 

1,2. Men. 103b; •ther B. 1:1 

143 . Yeb. 63b 

144. Sotah 20a 

145. .. n. 9:1; •n. 94& 

146. Toma 38b 

1,1. Ber. 52b 

148 . of. ~er. 46&, 50b 

149. •clee. R. 4:18 - to •clee. 4 :17 
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2. 

~. B. Bath. 8a 
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6. 
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10. Hul. 84b 
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Jl't-:,.l '>U l i,.., :,~l l.)I b1 1· 'r..>1JI'> t'r '?l :,IJ' "'>I yn-.n ~ o ·b ) 'J9~ ',i<,· 

Yeb. 118b, end ot pqe 

Kid. 82b; Y. 1C14. 41a; B, Bath. 16b; B. Bath. 110a; Pea. 65&; 
Bnh. l0Ob. . . o~l.>'i1 Jt:>J''l ::il.Yt.1 JII.Jl?IH 1'1 /'H ..,..,1..,. , -~o•.:i., , 

111
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j\U'QIH:l. 1•,1;, JIN ;i,>ll'>\U •~ ', I ~ ' IN ;,
4
)1.:,IY.> .,/\}Jr,)~ :::i 1 ' "1 171 ..f\l'( .11-<nlU ' I? 1 

.~ ' l>t I o t,~ IJ\W.-,i,,t<u ' I') . ,-.JJ>-.' •;,c1,11. ,1( ~1, oD::i. 1'("?1 o ',iy'? ...,..,~,.. ' l'L - ,1'r.>l~!) 
•p t> "ll :l l./llJr.. IN'&/ •n 

Xeth. 'I i lO 

8otah ,9a (h.9:21) ""' /\i.,'"./1 .-c ~,., iH ., . :n:i. 11 >t-:1'?•~ ' .., ~tm 
' ii .11 ' 1.U ,,,~.J"-' :::i. .1"'> • 1;:,1r, i;o<,1u• $:::> l 'i1 

16. leb. 88b (See Toaet. nd. 5:14) 

17. Kid. •:14 

18. Suk. 29a 

19 . Sob. 2,b. 2&b 

20. B. lam. 79b 

21. Jl1dr. R. to Pa. 26 :10 
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28 . Snh . 24b J\l,Y> ~IP';> x •,1 N7"( ..J\1Jn1M ,'7 l 'll'CU 11:> i-=i. r'< '1lj'1 j)OWl':l 

o 'n.!I '7<u 1-:>.I <41 ':::i p~ )y I.J '.><lu '~ 7 

23. 8nh . 24b; lnh . 3 :3 

24. 11·• 4:1~ 'JU1'1 "i1_j\"') l'DP "-, ~ ~• 11'.>~ ,.-:>n /J:i ./\J< o ,~ -,/4~, >t', 
D ' (.J)t> 7 ./1 )Jr:> I )<I } ./'\ l.) I') 1 >-'W 

Wotea -,90 aeeu to be a oorrupt read.inc, whi ch the Oeaara 
change■ to ' "'i>, whioh Baah1 interpret■ ae JllJ'"lr ~..>'.i , 

thoae that traneport art icle s on ..-aeon■ • 
The ■ tatuaent concludes with : oJi1 'A7 o ·x-Dl.,-=> ILI .11~ 

I& . op. cit. Talmudic ooamentarie■ • 

26. Irau■e: T.A. Tol. II p . 369 

27 . B. :Bath . &:1- & 

28. B. Bath. 5 :10-11; B. JI.e t■ • 3 : 7,8 

29. :s ... t • • 4:4-10,12 

30 . B. --t■ • , :3.~ 

31. Meraheia •atetche■ ot Jewi■h Social Lite• p. 205 

:Ser. 17a 

Gen. R. 9:9 

Jficlr. R. to P■ • 23 : l (alao Yalkut to P■ • 23) 
i'l~l)i1 ,~ :-t'l /' ::J. .fl)Jl'llN }'"""' """'~ ;-,j\~ 

op . cit . continuation 

Snh. 26b 

B. Ju. 80& 

38. :s. Iaa. 80a i' ~., .,. >.::1 

B. lram. 10 : 2 

B. Ju. 10:l 

41. lah. IDb 

8heb. 39a 

'5• d l':::J. l r.> ~ .)I ./II' ")•:,\L/;'17 ;i'l •?;i. )J'l.>X ~r> J)ll0.Y7 •>l\r') ?yj<,>ol )'>l 
.J1 ' .::J.,1 'u :i '111,1 I.I\>/'(~>'> 'n~ ·1~~ 

,,. B ... t • . 29b (al■o Hul. e,b) , becin.ninc : a,:::i.1'17 :1~nfJ1I.Y~l•~)Cn"J;-tw'r> 

On ::J. ,,.,..11w i11<t-:tJJil h, 
Baehi ea.ya : 11::i. y -, 1•x ·::i. l'>1 ;vi,x 1•.,,~o o •ll -::1 •?::,11. 1•.i 

o 'n.:,1':> 
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46. Te.an. ~:-t"; B. Bath . 8b 

47. ~ ... t •• 15 : 7 

48. ltid. 4 :13 
It '>~oie t aken ae the oricinal r•acling in thie pu•age, 
in place or ,,p . Thia explanation i• giTen by ') 1-4' ll<1 • .f\-,1"'!>J\ 

49, ltid. 4:14 OJ.t '.)> 0 '><!>1"">1"' :ill.? 

50 . .Jti.d..-~ B. Kam. QI 8 5a 

51. 

52. 

f>5. 

54. 

5&. 

~-
157 • 

58 • 

59. 

60. 

61. 

62. 

65 . 

64 . 

6:'i. 

66. 

67 • 

68. 

69 • 

lrid. 4sl4 p~ny 9.J\111J a·n.:iu 1 111 ')11J.:>.r 

JCid . 4:14,· 8 2& o ·~• '>c>ill o •~-.1~i\ ) U.:> .Y"I 1,1P 0 •1<1J'i'I 0:::1 \'j'P::J"' <,::> 
I '7 ,,:-1, J\l"ll ~J-;\'\ 

• ':\1 0 " 1 :1.;11 ,~~;-i, _y"'IJTII o·P::1l)i11 o "'lgP,11 0 .. ,,.\-:,1 )':, · I ..... ,. 
• ];-l 'Jl)JY.l)k ' I 

( ~"> 111P ie translated aocording to Jaatro,r) 

lrraueet T.A. Tol . I p.196, baeed on Kil. 9:3 

Bertinoro to 1~1P ot nd. 4:15 

Sotah 45a 

Kid. 82a 

S o t . 4b "'•I ... 

B. Ket■ • '71a 

B. Ket•. ~lb71:i ,r;1"? UJl/'J ><7 C 't') , '.:>!> 1<u :,n o•n, '.:>9 JW7 l'':J..., •)~t:) '"'im, 
j) :i.<u77; U.l'l'J I(? .r, • -:1-"J •1'2;,;, <'}X. 

Variouely called 

To■et. Bhek. 1:8 

Toee~. B. Ita&. 10:10 

Toaet. Sabbj lt8 He ia cautioned not to parade about on the 
Sabbath with the eicn• of hie trade. 

h■ • &Ob aontaine t he ent ire li•t. Likewiae the co-entariea. 

Xid.. 4 :13 

To■et. Bikk. 2:1~; 8otah 20a 

Yeb. 63a 

'70. Snh. Mb 
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xiii. 

71. b . R. 51:7 end (comment on 22:26) ~l illu Ol 'n ',::, ')j~~I")) 7v:>~ ""l'.>lu 

O"j\''J )X'.,.1~1 p::,u,'7 71l"jlY.:> 

72. Vide ■upra p. 5 

Vide supra, aleo, 

75. Yeb. 65a 

74. lCid. 4 :13 

75. Ber . 28b 

76. 

77. Rx. 21:19 

ot. al■o Bab. 127b, beginning with 1M• o,-H:i. :-i(H.:1n 

GiTing an example of .1'11:, t- <)=>► }'J"'• tho paa
eage t~ll■ of a workman's charitable con
atruotion of his employer' a failure to p~ 
hi1 wage. Yrom this we s ~e that auch fail
ure is a grave dereliction. 

Story of Joee of Jogeret 

78 . Ab. Zar. Chap . ~ (espec. 43a) 

79. Jlaklcot 3:6 (See ale o ICrauee Ip. 196) 

80. Sabb.~ l :2 

81. Pee. 50b 

82. Sulc. 29a np, ;'lb7l:i .;,,lP >.Y .. . )''jl1'?.1"1n1wr:> 0•11-r 71.:1.:i.'l_.. t,,-i,w :1-

.J1\:l.\\.!l /11.J7•,>v •!J !:llf 7:J) '?N"l(LJ ' r .-,N ,:i 

IL 



l.r.t 
1. t 

r .\· 
• ul 

.n 

. ! 

XiT . 
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2. Yoma 66b 

3. Toe. Ed. 1 :3 

4. Menorah vol. 40, p.134 

5 .. .- Pee . 113b 

6. Taan. 21b 

7 . cf . Werner Sombart •Die Juden und dae Wi rtechafteleben• . 

8 . Lev. R. 3:1 

8. Ber. 17a 

10 . 'faan. 21b 

11. Bed. 49b 

12 . Git. 67b 

13. Vide supra 

1•. Vide supra 

;,·~.:11 Tl "'T..l.::,~ ,7 :;:,,'•h-0 '717A 

,-, • ~ ::J ::i. J) rt 11 ~..:, r,v:,"' .l.::, H ~ ~ > I -r .'I 

16. 

16. 

Morrie Loeb, in Menorah vol. ,o, p.134 

'QiN olpv.l ~ 11'P Y. Kid. 41a 
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