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This little thesis is an attempt to present the 

life and origin of the Krimchaks in the Crimea. At present 

there are in the Crimea, three separate and distinct sects, 
£ 

or ra ther groups of Jews - Karaits,- Polish-Lithuanian Jews 

and KriJ1chaks. The Karai tes formerly knO\vn as Am~.ni tes, on 
~ 

account of t!1e founder of their sect, named A.nan, are firm 

believers in pure hJ.osaism and do not ·consider the Talwud 

as a uthora ti ve. They claim tba t they resided in the Crimea 

for two thousand years, which is however, not in agfeement 

with t he f~ct that this sect was only established at the 

end of the eigth century. They enjoy all rights in co;nmon 

·,v i th e ll the rest of the "real" Russian subjects of the 

Czar, and do not suffer the disabilities of the 11real"Jews. 

The Polish-Lithuanian Jews are of recent date in 

the Crimea, as the name indicates, they have come here from 

the North, since the conquest of the Peninsula by the Russian 

-~ueen Katherine .l:L. in 1783. They have brought with them 

their ha.bi ts, m2nners and ins ti tions, with which we zre \7&lll 

fami1ar, which are not any di f ferent fnom those of the Jews 

in Poland and Lithuania. 

The Krirnchaks however, the native Crimean Rabbini tes 

ere the ones who concern us the most and to them this little 

essay is prime..illy devoted. I think it is safe to say that 

perhaps, no other group of the m2ny isolE-ted Jewish sects in -. 4 

l 
l 
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the world has been more woefully neglected by our 

writers and historians, than this hun1ble group of 

Krimchaks in t.i:1e Crimea. 

know anything about them. 

No wonder nobody seems to 

The average informed 

Israelite who knows some thin
0
cr a bout the Fala sh Jews, 

/-

the A::oun tc.in Jews, the Yem:Ini te, Karai te and Subbet-

nik Jews, knows absolutely nothing about the Krimchaks. 

!)Thl-The Krimchaks are well worth the lmowing. They are the -most ancient Rabbintes on the Peninsula. They number 

upw·ards of ten thousand souls. They live with us to-day, 

having flourishing connnuni ties, beautiful sync:.gogues and 

most interesting social institutions. They also possess 

wonderful historic treasures in their ancient synagogues 

and cemeteries scattered throughout the Crimean Peninsula. 

They are a most ineresting group of Hebrews, fully deserv­

ing of our earnest attention and most careful study and 

consider2tion, because in their mode of life, these Jews 

resemble their Tartar neighbors more so than they do 

their fellow Jews of the North. For the Krimchaks not 

only speak Tartar, but eat, drink, dress and live like 
. 

Tartars in every respect, except in their faith, which is 

strictly Jewish. · They are particularly interesting be­

cause in no other Jew do we find the Semit±c and Mongolian 

element so int ir.na tely blended, as we do in the Kr iuchak$. 

In fact so close is the resemblance between the native 

5. 
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Cri:nean Tartar and this native Crimean Jew, that you 

can llardly tell them apart. The only thing that distin­

guishes the Kri;:.'lchak from the Tartar is the fa.ct that 

the Krimclmk does not shave his head like the Tartar, a]so 

his hair · is not as dark as the Tartar's, for st ranee as 

it . .Jay seem, the Krimchak's hair is of ?.edclish-Golden 
r,,.i,..,1 

color, a (trc.i ti which is uncoi~on among the Semi tic Tribes. -
Tt e Krimcl!ak wm1:en, hovrnver have retained mo1·e tenaciously 

the ch.s.racteristic Jewish type. They are pretty a nd have 

<le lica te compJ.exi ons a Ed bright black eyes. It is this 

latter f.s:.ct of the 1Jeculiar p}Hrsioq1omical and a1l.thro·col-.t J CJ .1. 

Obic.:.l cllE:.racte:cistics of the Krii!!chaks coupled wi. th the 

evidences of many other historical facts, that lead me to 

t ! ~ e co:'lclusi on that the origin of the Krimchaks in tl:i.e 

CrL!1ea, is undoubtedly to be found in the Cha.zars, and is 

to be traced to the period of the ris~and fall of the 

ki11gdoL.l of thes~ Eongolian converts to the Jewish faith, 

(G00-1000). Of course, by that I do not mean to say that 

there is no Jewish blood in tlIBm. 

The Kr1mchaks have always interest me. From 

my very childhood, I loved to watch them in shop and in 

t he synagogue, because they looked so different from the 

other Jews I knew. Their picturesque attire attracted 

my attention, especially the wo~non's ~ardrobe, i:ihich always 

sparkled with that peculiar Orient[.;.l chann and beauty. I 

6 
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could not believe myself that these Tartar-looking people 

were really Je•.vs. They have been the object of my 

curious observB.tion for 1218.ny years, for I was born, raised 

a :1d live d among them in the Crimea up to the time I left 

Russia i n 1906. I since rea.d all there was to be had, of 

interest about them in books, magazine articles a rid stories 

a nd \'/hen I en tercd tlE Hebrew Union College in 1911-1912, 

I l:ad my r~iind alre::.dy t hen, made up to ma ke them the theme 

of my gradm: t ion t hesis for the Rabbinical Degree. My 

.C j oy was ext re 1!~ely gre::;. t, w1ien l a st May, arriving at my 

Juu ior Y,,:;a r at College, and submitting this subject "The 

Ki~i :-.:c : &. ~rn" to t l:e f :=.cul ty, t be pla n \Vas approved. I at 

011ce se t do·.;m to t l1e task of getting acldition2.l material, 

in order t o me._ e this t hesis, as good a piece of work as 

poss i ble. Tile sources bein5 meager on this side of the 

ocean , I wa s obliged to sen d f or imf ornm ti on across t he 

sea s, bu t on account of t he presen t world conflict, I 

flz. tly f ai led in P.1y emforts to secure aid from Europe, and 

as a consequence I was naturally coL'.lpelled to limit myself 

to t :-.e ni.a terial 2.Vailable h ere in Ainerica, anc1 to personi:. l 

observations, which still linger in my memory of days g one 

by . t":y pre s ent treatise on t he subject is therefore by 

'- no means complete. mili ther complete 1?-or perf ect. Further -

more, I claim no grea t amount of orig i n2.lity on the Subject, 

(__ nor do I consider it a master-piece in English. 

7 
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It is j.us t an at tempt made and an eff art exerted by one 

wl10 is well aware of the fact tffit he is altogether too 

i :'.lrna tu-:ce to h2nc1le successfully an importfil"lt historic 

subject of this nc..ture, too young and ine:z:perienced in 

t ~ .e tongue of t he new i'lorld to make it at least pleasant 

reading i:i2. t ter. I j ns t tried my u trnost to present t h e 

snb ject t l~e best T know how, ilnd.er the circumstances, 

with t }:e hope of enlarginG upon it in the future, e.nd 

I sincerely trust tlm t t he words of mouth and t~e med-

/ it.:;;.tior:..s of r.:y Leart nill accordingly be acceptable in 

whc 

~ ; i. _(! 
._, ... ..;-· \, 0 .l qy te:.:i. c l1.ers, tbe gn~a t leaders in Isreal, 
, 
l i 2 VG bGen 1~1y guides and my lights in the righteous 

of t 1 ~e "Tor2h" for t !rn last five years of my resi-

dence &t t he Hebrew Union College. 

8 

Raphael Goldenstein 

of 

Portland, Oregon. 
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THE ORIG IN 01~ THE KRiiLCH.AKS 

IN THE CRIL:.E.A. 

A. The Earliest Settlement of Jews in the Crimea. 

J ev1s settled in the Crimea at a very early date. 

According to the testimony of tomb-stones found in the 

v ic ini ty of l{erch, bearing nanl3 s and decorated wi th the 

seven brc:.nchec1 "lilenorah", Jews existed on that Peninsula 

as early es 157 B.C. The Greek inscription on a marble 

slab uneqrthed in the Crimea and preserved in the Imperial 

Heruitc:ge in St.Petersburg, dating back to 80 B.C makes it 

certain tlm t they flourished there before the destruction 

of t he temple. \Thile from similar inscriptions on grave 

stcnes found on the old cemeteries in Chufut-Kale, ManguF-

1.illle, Kaffa, and Tepe-Kermen and Stara-Krim we learn that 

orgci.nized Jewish communities and synagogues existed in the 

Crimea at the time the Greeks ruled the peninsula, between 

480 -47 B.C. Jerome in his comLientary on Obadiah, {Verse 

20 ) reports on the authority of his Jewish teacher Han$ia, 

t hat according to a tradition prevalent among the Jews, 

the Assyrians and Babylonians conveyed their Jewish captives 

to the coasts of the Black Sea. These early Crimean Jewish 

settlers were Greeks in language, customs and social life,.-t" 

enjoyed equal rights with their fellow citizens 1 -The Greeks, 

Up to the conquest of the peninsttla by the Ro:nans in 47 B.C. 

11 
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Ent the period of t l:e Boman domination w2s brief, for 

about t he middle of the first centt~ry, the Ald.nes seized 

the country. In the second century the Al-nes were dis­

placed by the Goths, and the Goths were, in turn, displaced 

by t he Huns in the fourth century, the Jews suffering 

greatly from t i e successive invasions of the barbarous 

hordes of antiquity, until the beginning of the seventh 

cen t nry, w!ien t b.e Crimean Peninsula was overrun by the 

Cl1E.zars, a Turkish tribe which occupied the Northern 

Shores of t~e Caspian Sea and named the Crimea, Chazaria. 

The Clla.zars rule came to and end however, in 1016, when 

t~ ey were displaced by a combined effort of t he Russians, 

a i1 t !1e Bysantines. For the next century and a half, the 

Peninsua.l was occupied by the Petcheneyes, who were replaced 

by the Kipchaks, both of whom were wild tribes of Turkish 

Stock. The Kipch.aks however, were very good masters and 

behaved generally with tolerance to the subjected peoples, 

and under them the Jews of the Crimea, enjoyed equal rights 

with the other inhabitants. A change however took place in 

1258, when Berke, their third ruler and his followers em­

braced the Islam when the relations between the newly con­

verted ~:ohammedans and the Jews became strained. In 131:5 

the Genoeze tribes established their reign in the Crimea, 

which lasted until 1475, when Mohammed the 11 ca1~1e and con­

quered and enslaved them together with t he rest of the Christ­

ians on the Peninsula. Many Jews lived under the Genoeze 

regime and in the Ta.man reigned, at that time the descendants 
I 

12 
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of the Genoeze Jew, Simeon de Guizolfi. In the constitu-

tion of the Genoeze colonies on the Black Sea, issued 1449 

t he Bishops of Kaffa are directed not to oppress the Jews 

living there. John Schultberger who traveled in Europe 

in 1394, states in his description of Kaffa t~~t there 

were two Jewish sects there in existence, i.e. Karaite 

and Rahbinite, with two separate Jewish synagogues. An­

ott er travelei by the name of Martin Bronievski, who visited 

t i.1 e Crimea in 1578, says in his "Tartaric Descriptio", that -
t he inhabitants of Kaffa, Turks, Egyptians and Jev1s, cultivated 

beautift:l ~rdens arom1d the city and that the Khan collected 

a~mual tribute from t he Jews. The dominician JolJJ.1 de Llcie ---1G25, st.:.tGs likewise t l:ct in his time Kaffa was mostly settled 

bj' Je\'/s. Inscriptions bearing the dates 909 and 1018 and 

1209 l1ave been discovered in the old KriHchak synagogue, whicll 

po in ts to the same unmis ta-ka ble conclt1s ion tlla t Kaffa must 

112.ve tad a large Jewish population and well organized Jewish 

comnnmi ties at t!"lB t early date. 

During the rule of the Tartars in the Crimea, the 

Russ ian Czar, Iva.a ill Vassilievi tch, has his Jewish repres ent-

ative Kakos at Kaffa. The patriarch Fotias, in a nessage to 

t iie .Arel.lb i shop Ai1tony of Kerch (858-891) the former t!Janks 
.._,,,__--

t l~e Archbishop for his efforts to convert tl1e Jews of Ke:ircch. 

Again, .the presence of Jews in Keren during the seventh century 

is confirmed by inscriptions found in the earliest Christian t«.T14t"*'•S 

known in that region. 

13 
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From all the foregoing evidence, it is clear 

that Jews lived in the Crimea for the last two thous-

and years. Their nwnbers might not have been very large 

in t he first century of the common era, but from the old 

synagogues and mikvahs found in abundance on the peninsula, 

rm may safely judge that their number increased in time. 

rut after all, whether they settled there earlier or later, 

or whether t hey were many or few, is not my pi:inciple concern 

here in this thesis. I gave this brief digest of the early 

settlement of t he Jews in the Crimea, merely by way of intro­

c1uc ti on in order to lead gradually up to the more important 

phase of this essay, namely, to the discussion of the origin 

of t ::e Krimch:::.ks in the Crimea. 

B. 0-~ inions and Theories Regarding the Origin of the 

Kr i~chs ks in the Crimea. 

The opinion of the Krimchak Rabbi David Iachno. -According to the statement of Rabbi David, Son of 

Eliezar Iachno, in his introduction to t he famous Krimcha.k 

pra~1er book called, "Haznia", Karasubazar, (1716) t he origin 

of t he Kr i:ncbaks in the Crimea is to be traced back to the 

Babylonian exile. His being t he oldest testimony in print, 

we possess, I shall therefor e translate part of it just as 

it appears in the "Haznia". x.xx "The order of pra~rers in 

the present "Mahzor" is arranged according to the ''Minhag" 

of our forefathers who formerly resided in t he cities of 

Kaffa and Old-Krim, but who originally came there directly 

from Babylonia and Persia t}~ough the wrath of the enemy, 
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whose intentions were to destroy and annihilate. The 

enemy, indeed prospered, C::1Dd David, son of Zakai, the 

"Nassi", "Chief of the Exiled", was killed by Hevsein, 

King of the Ishrnaeli tes, because of his jealousy of the former, 

who was a direct descendant of the house of David, King of 

Isrec:.l. Ia ter on, another David posed as the lliessiah and 

gatd ered many Jews around him and armed like a Turk, he \"/aged 

war c.gainst Persia, but without success. At that time tbe re 

wc.s much trouble in Isreal, evil decrees, forced convertions, 

and bitter persecutions until the people of Isreal were ex­

iled and scatte1·ed to all t he ends of t he earth, the majority 

of the!ll forgetting the "Torah" and forsaking the law. Some 

of t hese exiled ones came to the Crimea and settled in Kaffa, 

( Ti1eoduc ia) at t he time of t h e reign of Genoeze ( Luazim) and 

built a synagogue, which for beauty was a little temple in 
/' 

miniature. They employed the order of prayer according to 

t 11eir tradition of the"Geo,,in., ... much different from what it is 

to-day, in both Selichoth, piutlin and Mahamodoth. But when -
the city of Kaffa was captured by the great King of Turkey, 

Patich Sultan hlohanJEd, who also captured Constantinople, then 

many wise r!len came to the Qrimea, ere the Spanish exiles 

arrived at Conste.ntinople (1461), who prayed according to 

''M inhag" of Rouniania" which is the same as t ~a t of the Mahzor 

of the Haznia." 

"In addition to those, there followed a general exodus 

of Jews from Rus sia especially from the great beautiful city 
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of wise and learned Jews called Kiev, about which it is 

said, ".l!-,or out of Kiev goes forth the law". From that 

city a large munber of men, women and children came down 

to the Crimea headed by the great Rabbi- Moses Golab, (1515) -
with whom three other rabbis came down by the name of, 

P.abbi A.sher Hqkohen, Rabbi Ka1II12.n Ashkenazi, but the third 

one 1 s ncme I do not know. All of these sects would assemble 

in t he same syna~ogi.le at Kaffa, divided into three separate 

groups, as t~1ey were. each praying according to its own trad-

i tion:::. l custor!l ll&nded dovm to them by the Gaonim. One sect 

-- folm·re d t ~ ~ e t:inlJ.Ug .Ashkenazi, the other Minhag Roumania. 
~ 

};;;. tur~lly a quarrel soon arose which almost resulted in the 

erection of separate synagogues for each sect, but fortunate­

ly, t he spirit of God, moved the great Bab bi Moses of Kiev to 

step forth and unite the hous·e of Israel. He called a gen-

er&l meeting of all the different groups together and per­

suaded t hem to unite and live in hE.rmony with one another. 

He established eighteen principle ''Tekonoth~ which he urged 

them to follow , at the penalty of ~Herem(Enifuy) most of 

them being of a nature t hat were aplicable and favorable to 

all parties concerned. Thfts he urged them to decide all 

questions regarding Shechi tab, Bec1ikah, Kesubah, Kidnshin 

and decisions where P~bbi ~oses Iserlis opposes Ba.bbi Joseph --... 
Karo, by saying "some fallow the custom tlnis, or do thus" 

accorcling to the .Ashkenazic tradition. But in the order of 

prayer, he urged them to follow the Rou.md.nien custom of the 

16 & 
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"Haznia" prayer book. While in all other ma tters -he allowed 

the i.:i to rely upon the primitive Ba bylonia:n customs and 

trac1i tions as they still have them. He furthermore made 

t hem promiEe never to change the "nusah" of their prayers 

as t hey were newly adopted in t he "Haznia" without- the 

consent of all the communities combined. 

"Since thE.t time on, we , the Cbilc1.ren 1 s children _..., 
ancl t he offsprin6 of tl1ese united sects tin the Crimea, have 

I 

clung to our faith and customs of our forefathers as then 

lui cJ. dorm b~r Rabbi Moses, until the new s~n of the great 

&bbi Zliahu of Vilna dawned u pon us, who together with his 

1a.?.11y abl e disciples es ta bli shed new tekano th, new prayers 

for weel\: da~rs and Sabbaths and many other good customs based 

on Kaba.lah - tb.'.l t I have now undertaken the task of embodying 

t l:em into one t:ahzor, so as to make it complete, containine 

all t ile new as well as the old Dinim-Liinhagim, arranging t h t-m 

i n a manner tr.:a. t will be easy for anyone to find just wba t he 

wants in its proper place. .May it be t!le will of God to help 

l:le finish my task as He helped me to start it. lJiay he bless 

His people with peace. 

The words of t he author and writer of t h e 1'iahzor. 

David, Son of Rabbi Elieza I.aclmo. 

fie must admit Firkovitch's contention that Rabbi 

David Ia.chno was not very strong on history. Some of his 

statements are not exactly correct historically, like nor~ 
17 
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tiie oL e lie 1ric.lrns c. bout De;. v id ben Sak.~ i, v:1o :-cee!.l ly was 

not ki lled h illlself, but his gi·i::.nd-son, He~Ld.:.b, "The 

f · 1 d" " t - -:J. I . r• . ' c!"J. ief o - t lw ex1 e ' &.I er i--,~ /:t;..1 u.::. on, ·.11io nas exe-

Ci.<. te d by t ' - ~ e King together r1 i th his entire f;_;.mily. 

Dut \·1~iet i.a1· wclmo is exact in h i s Li storici:..l sta te;.,ents 

in t :1e ~fr-kci..:-.r:1.::.J:1 to tl.ie lfaz:ni~h 01· not, one tiling is sm:e, 

i.i.es c eHJ-.:. n ts of tirn oo byloili ~.i.1 {uld Pers i 2n exiles. Second, 

c.1 L.:.e refuge es, <.~ ncl. t i1in1, fro111 ti1e Russia n fut;-

it i ves :i:·ro;;; :·:iev, orig hwlly be in6' se .1:1ara. te coi:mmni ties or 

b0Ct~ , OUt f i 11~. lly UlJ.ited in t o 0116 solid bo G.y .kllOWll CiS 

~~ri :1c 11::..~ ::. , OJ LHe e i':forts 0f Chief Eabbi L:oses of [iev, H1 

to-.t,l-. e 0£ Ltc 11. t ive -'f;::. rt.::.rs, r1l10 were enjoyi11t:, grec:..t frae­

dc.;1 L1 t :1e Ci: i :~1 e.::.:. , urH~.c r t }1e beneficien t l!rotection of 

: ~011:. .•. .::::;;tl t 11 0 Seco11<l of Const2.!tinople. 

(Beth He.k11eu tl1 Furi'ell) 

T~~e I JJ.a cry of Abrth~.m 11irkovi tell. 

Ab:taham Firkovi tch, the famous Karl}i te archio-

logi st has an entirly different theory regarC..ing the 

origin of the Krimchaks in the Crimea. lfe maintains 

th.at the Kri rncha.ks were originally Rarai tes and are· con-~. 

sequently of the same origin. He therefore insiststilat 

t he origin of the Krimchaks in the Crimea is to be traced 

not ot the Babylonian captivity etc. as our friend Rabbi 

David I.achno would have, it, but to the lost ten tribes 

and to t he cap ti vi ty in the ~ays of Shalmanazar. 

ls 
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"The chilren of Israel in the Crimea" writes 

Firkovitch in his book called 11 Devar al Hakraim1111are partly 

tlle descendants of the ten tribes of the Kingdom of 

Israel, and partly the offspring of the Kingdom of Jud.ah, 

who went forth together with their priests, led by Gedaliahu, 
A'. 

son of King 'fJahaz, to protect San~-$ia from the wicked 
~ 

Sbalmanassar, so as to save Jerusalem from destruction. 

But unfortunately their efforts were made in vain, the 

people could not withstand the siege and Shalmanassar broke 

in to t lrn city of Samaria and captured them alive, and lead 

t l::. em from Samaria, captive into exile to the cities of 

il:adai (Persia) 7'2JJ B.C. But King Kambuz the son of Kore~h 

r,1as good to t l1em, on account of their loyalty to him, and 

their bravery in his war against Talmora, Queen of Shi tim, 

t lmt he set them free and granted them their request to settle 

in Cie Crimea, 474 B.C Here they came in large numbers, 

and settled in the cities of Sephprad (Kerch) Sulachat, 

t Stara-Krim} and Charzan, (Khersonisus) and in Chufut-Kale, 

which t hey fortified with high walls and dv1elled there for 

many years. Proof for tlJ.e early settlement of our fore­

fatl1ers in Chufut-Kale, are the ruins of that city, wiiich 

are still standing to this day, as witnesses to our ancient 

history:. on the Peninsula. Also the many grave stones on its 

cemeteries called "Emek Jeoshaphat11 the inscriptions of which 

indicated our existence there 33 B.C. 

19 
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"Since that time they never returned back to --
t heir holy land and conse~uently lmve not witne~sed the 

destruction of the first temple. They simply heard of 

its destruction and mourned over it, while the second 

temple t11ey never even saw, and for a time t hey knew nothing 

about what was going on in Palestine. Thus through the 

grace of God, and the special act of Providence, the 

Child t en of Israel have been dwelling in t he Crimea now 

for nea.rly t wenty-four hundred years and while all other 

nations who periodically swept over the Peninsula, perished 

a.nd are no more, we, t l: rough the merits of our ancestors 

l1a.ve survived in spi t f"of invasions of barbaric tribes and 

persecutions tl1at we endured in the Crimea." 

"Up to the middle of the tenth ce11tury, the Jews 

in L:e Crimea, lmew nothing about the existence of the 

Talmud , but in 957, three messengers, (Shilu~im) came dorm 
\ 

from Jerr.salem, named R. Ephraim, Hannukah and Eliahoh, 

respectively and they for t he first time i n tuoduced the 

Talmud into the Crimea, with the result t!lat the Jews of the 

Crimea were from now on split into two sec ts, namel.J' , those 

who accepted the Talmud called Ba.bbinites, and those who 

did not accept it called, Karaites, hence the or1g1n of the 

Kri I1D i:1aks." 

The theory of Firkovitch which is self-eA""Planatory 

is further supported by him as follows -

First;- The old Krirncha.k synagogues in tl1e Crimea 

t he Ark of t he Covenant is placed not in t .u.e eastern ~,rell as 
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is the custom of t he Rabbini tes, but in the Vlestern 

wall, which is the custom of the Karaites. 

Second,-their pronunciation in reading the 

Hebrew of t he Bible and t L.eir prayers, is like that of 

Lrn Kara i tes, naij1ely, they Ilse the Sephardic dialect. 

Third,- t heir Tartar dialect resembles that of the Kar-

ai te, as does t i1eir wearing apparel. 

Fourth - Physiognomically, the ·Krimchaks re­

sei,1ble the Karai tes more so than they do the Rabbini tes. 

Fifth - They possess no old docrunents about 

t heir history to disprove my statements. 

Sixth - They stand up when they pray at the 

syna ~s o.;·ue just like the Karai tes do. They also have 

carpets on tl1e floors to sit on for the common folks, 

anc.~ 1011g benc J.1es aroun{t t he walls for the reverend old 

gentle:~~en e.s is the custom in the Karai te synagogue. 

Seve11th - They do not lead t he bride and groom 

to t he syn.a.5·ogue to perf orl!l t he marriage ceremony and 

do not use t.i.1e"Hupah" but perf or111 t he 11Seven Berachoth11 

at t he residence of the bride or groom, just as we Ka.r­

ai tes are accustomed to do. 

Eighth - They also mention tho names of their 

great leaders of the past and pray for their souls just 

as we Karaites do on Saturdays and holidays in our syna-

gogues. They likewise mention among other names, t he 

names of the three apostles, ( Shilukim) Ephraim, Eli hail 
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and Hanuk:cah who brought t l1e news of t he Talmud to 

t:L.e Crimea, whom we too mention in our synagogues." 

(Massa Krim.) 

Firkovitch's t.heory as here presented created 

a great storm in its day among the leading writers and 

historians in the latter pal>t of the last century. 

Foremost among them are Geiger (Zeitschrift)ZunZ. (Zov 

Geschichte) Finn, (Hakov Mell) Pinsker, (Likute) Cbarni 

(Hamag id) Levinsohn (Toar Hazopher) Graetz (History) 
~ 

Ste ins~-1~ider ( He.meliz) Chi val:ron (Corpus) and Harkavy 

(Altjudisclle). 

They dis~~proved almost every one of his state­

ments and ex-posed his unparalleled ignorance of Jewish 

history. They likewise discovered and exposed to the 

world all his forgeries and false docmJents, which he 

hi:"nself red either invented or corrupted in order to 

prove his r.iistaken theories. The material is sovAST 

tlla t I ai!l unable to fully reproduce it here in this little 

essay, but I shall contend myself by g1v1ng now the opinion 

of one who lived among the Krimchaks for more than thirty 

years. Who knows them and h.is sympathy for them,-in 

striking contrast to Firkovitch. 
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The Opinion of Rabbi Hayyim 

Hezikiah Medini. 

The Baham of Karasubazar feels very indignant 

about the terrible c1arge ma.de by Firkovitch against 

tile Krimchaks in the Crimea, accusing them of being the 

descendants of the Karaites and in his letter to E. 

Deinard, he says among other things:-

A - "Firkovi tch is harping constantly that the 

Kri:i:10ha !cs are tlle offspring of the Karai tes. I would 

like to know who put that "Shtuss" in his head. For if 

what he said be true, t11en how is it possible that the 

Rabbis who heard of that split .in the Ka.raite camps, 

did not come out at that time with a protest against , , 
admitting them into our midst, since according to the 

Shulchan Aruch Eien Haeser, intermarriage is absolutely 

' forbidden with Karaites, even after they embrace our 

religion. B - Surely just because the Krimchaks sit 

on the floor in the synag.ogue like the Karai tes, is not 

suffiecient proof that they belong to the Ka.rai tes, for 

all Sephardic Jev1s in Palestine do tha. t. The real diff­

erence between the Babbinites and the Karaites, to my .Al'\•ND 

lies not in the way they sit mn the synagogue, but in the 

place wl. ere the''Birnah"s tands. For in the Babbini te syna­

gogue, there is a platform in the center, which is .the case 

in every Krimchak synagogue, whereas in the Karaite syna­

gogue there is no platform in the center. 
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C- As to the fact that they speak Tartar 

and not Yiddish, why we ba ve thousands of co-re­

ligionist in Egypt and Damascus who speak nothing 

but Arabic. Furt l1ennore t he Krirnchc.. k Tartar· dialect 

is quite different from that of the Karaite. 

D - As regards the Sephardic accent the Krim­

chaks use, w}1y thous2nds of Palestinian end Arabian 

Jews employ it, th.at does not necessarily indicate that 

t hey e re c:.11 Karaites, I am sure. 

E .As to remem] ering the dead in the synagogues 

on St:tb£~ th and Holidays, that is a very old custom among 

tJ.1e Rabbini tes, they necessarily did not have to adopt it 

fro:11 t110 Karai tes, quite the contrary, the Ka.rai tes adopted 

it frow tl1e Piabbinites. 

F.- While as to his accusations regarding the 

many Karai te books tha. t he found in the Krimchak syna­

~;ogues, why I can show him similar cases in Palestine 

in t he Sephardic synagogues, yet no one would even dream 

of accusing t he Sep:i.1arc1ic Jew of onee being Kara i tes. On 

the contrary, I found among the Krimchaks in their syna­

gogues, nu.11erous old volumes of the Talmud and parchments, 

many of tllem hundreds of years old. upon which are written 

parts of the Bible, and the Poskim, which was never yet 

found among the Karaites in their synagogues. For which 

reasons, I for one, positively deny all such baseless therome~. 

advanced by Firkovitch and his school and I implicibly be-
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lieve that the Krimcheks a.re of the same stock as vie 

Rabbini tes are. That they are the faithful followers 

of both the written and the oral laws and that there is 

no difference nor distinction between them and the rest 

of t he Jews of the world. Absolutely none soever. As 
oF 

to t:il.e origin ti\fl.lz_ brothers, the Krimche..ks, in t he Crimea, 

I believe Rabbi David lachno, in his introduction to t he 
11Haznia", approaches the truth as nearly as any man I 

laio11 of." 

The Theory of Ephraim Deinard. 

Ephraim De inard, t!J.e famous traveler in the Crime~, 

author of "hiassa. Krim". believes that tile Ki·imchaks origin­

ally lived on t he Ta~ma.n Peninsula, where they ca;ne from 

Palestine, Greece and in the course of time from Babylonia 

and Persia passing through .8.rn1enia and Caucasia. "Proof 

for t heir settlement there, yet before the birth of Christ 
w ... -"/.'.(t f <.1

/ ""ii ··-'L.- 7 ";_;:""---•· 4 , iu(. 

is found...._ on that Peninsula, which I rnyself hc.ve seen in the 

.Asiatic 1iuseum and Royal Library at St.Petersburg-Teµpirs) 

Dei:aard.". 
II 

Thence they moved ac~ross t he Azof Strait and 

settled on the opposite Crimean Peninsula in the eities 

now Known as Kerch, Stara-Krim and Theodueia." 

"Some of these ancient tombstones are decorated, 

in addition to the seven branched menorah, with s hophors, 

chairs, tables, sandals etc. a cus t om which prevailed till 
Tlff1 • 1f.JNP 

recently among the Kri rnchaks in t.he Crimea, to decorate 11ft 

~~e£11.S~b with the object of his occupation. 
26. 
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t he tombstones a r e in Greek, which i ndiica tes t ~ia t t hey 

ca::1e from Greece and belong t o tl1e Hellenistic period 

of t h e Jewish history in t he Crimea. These Hell~ni.t11s, 

settled in t ~~e Crimea at least as early as in t ne day s 

of t l1e Maccabees, (see Harkavy Hajphudin) I clo not im-

agine t he i r nru:1bers were very larg e at first, but as 

soon as t !1ey established themselves properly on the Pen­

insula a nd built synag o1-:sues, many more Jews from other 

l ands, we:ce undoubtedly attracted to t he Crimea for var-

ious rea son, sane for business, others in quest of homes 

and as these new-comers kept on their constant st~eam of 

e:11i g rat ion into t ho Crimea, t hey brought along with t 11em, 

a ll t he Jewish customs, culture and Talmudic lmowleclge of 

t Le day , thus introducing it into the Crimea to the older 

pre-Te.lrnuCi.ic settlers of the Peninsula. That is how v;e find 

so n12ny old parchments e.nd manuscripts of the Bible, the 

Talmud a n d the Bambaum, in the Karasubazar 11 Genizah11
• Yes 

indeed, not merely old pe.rchments a nd dead manuscripts ha vt 

been s2ared to us fr~m tho s e remote day s, but verily a living 

token, a remnant of ancient (trimean Israel bas been preserved 

to this very day, represented in t h e noble band of loyal Jews 

called K1·imchaks. 

11Ii'rom t he Historic material g2. t he red in t he Crimea , 

from the careful analyisis of oldletters , manuscripts e.nd 

inscriptions on parchment books, Torah, ca s es and grave 

stones, I reached t he conclusion t hat t he Kri mc lmks settled 

in the city of Karasubazar just four hundred years a g o, a fter 

26 



OHIO PATTERN WORKS, Cincinnati, Ohio, Continuation Sheet 

SulacL2t, (Stara-Krim) ceased to be the capital of 

t he Tartar Khans. Thus it is clear th2.t they moved 

from Stara-Krim, Kaffa, Kerch and Mangup. to Karasub­

aza.r, where they were granted special privilges by the 

Tartar Kings, to barter freely and live in peace under 

t ~1eir personal protection, and w}1en t he Jews in other 

Crimean cities, heard of that, they flocked over to that 

city to benefit by t he great privileges, together with 

t ~18 ir othe r more fnrtuna te Karasubazar brethern." 

Because of t l:e great historic importance of the 

"Schutz-Briefe" of t he Crimean Khan's, I am going to trans­

l ate f one of them. 

"Granted by King Selim Gerei, son of Kaplan Gerei 

Khan -

"This charter is granted to t he Jews of Karasu­

bazar, I.~ o ~_ es and Solornom sons of Jacob a.nd Aya son of 

.:!;ilijah, because from days immemorial, their forefathers 

h~ve been granted same privileges from our ancestors, the 

Kings 1~emet Gerei Khan, etc. for which reason, I too grant 

them the same charter of rights, freedom from taxc:tion e.nd 

imI!lunity from all duties to the King, Furthermore, no one 

is allowed to take away from them, their horses, houses, 

fields and crops, nor do them any injury whatsoever." 

Signed, Bakhtschissarai, 1156, according to the 

Tartar era. 
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Dr. Harkavy's Opinion. 

Dr. ~braham Harkavy, the great archioligist 

and authority on Je.Ji sh History in Russia, believes 

that the KrL:ichaks first settled in the Crimea in the 

year 1238. "For up to the thirteenth century, the 

Krimchaks dwelt primarily in the regions of Astrakhan, 

St°'vropol, Orenburg, Upha and further South, partly 

also towards t l1e .&:.st of Asia. At that time, diverse 

nouad tribes, we1·e roaming over the plains of Southern 

Russia including the Crimea, and not until t he year 1238, 

vii.en t he Peninsul~ was finally conquered and occupied by 

t .. e Tartars of t !.1e "Golden Horde" did the Krimchaks as 

well as t he Karaites form settlements there, in the cities 

of Sulachat, Kaffa, and Karasubazar. In fact, all the 

Crimean discovereis of Firkovitch, that were not forged 

by t i.~a t Karai te, bearing data concerning tl1e history: of 

our Krimchak brethern, and the Karaites on the Peninsula, 

do not point to any date prior to the l:i.egirrg of the 

fourtee1::. th century." 

Professor Graetz supports this view of Dr. Harka V}, 

by saying (H.of J. Vl ) that a considerably large number of 

the Jews now dwelling in Southern Russia, originally lived 

in Caucasia, and he further adds, that they are likewise 

the descendants of the Chazars, who dwelt along the Volga 

River and in the Crimean Peninsula, which Harkavy does 

not admit. For Harkavy believes that after the down fall 

c--- of the Chazar Kingdom ( 1000) the Chazars Jmerged once more 
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into the Tartar tribes whence they sprang, thus dispensing 

from the arena of history as a separate people forever. 

Dubnow 1 s View on The Subject. 

The famous Jewish historian, Dr. Solomon Dubnow, ----in his latest survey on the subject, in a recent publication 

of the "Yevreyska.ya" Sta..rina" 1914, conveneiently divides 

t ~~e history of t ~ ie Cr imean Jews into eight respective per­

iods -

1. - The Old Greek Period 

2. - Fontus Period 

3. - Roman Period 

4. - Byzantine Pe!iod 

5. - Khc.zar Period 

6, - Barbarian Period 

( Up t o 100 B. 0 • ) 

(100-lB.C.) 

{ 1 11 A.D) 

{lV - Vll A.D.) 

(Vll - X A.D) 

(Xl - Xlll A. D.) 

7. - Tartar and Genoese Period {Xlll - X.V A.D.) 

8. - Tartar-Turkish Period (1475-1785) 

Next, the present Russian period follows. 

He proves with the aid of reliable historic 

evidence, that Jews had been living in the Crimea during 

each one of those periods and he dwells with especial 

emphasis upon the period that interest us mostly in this 

thesis, namely, that in which the Krimchak life assmned 

its peculiar shape and form, namely, the Tartar period. 

Li:ke Harkavy, he believes t hem to have settled 
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there in the thirteenth century, but unlike the latter, 

he contends t hat the Krimchaks came there passing through 

t he Dardanelles from Italy, Spain and Portugal, not from 

Caucasia. These strangers from the Latin countries, soon 

ac1'cluted themselves to their new surroundings, at first, 
\ -

combining the Italian with the Tartar tli/.T11/t.£and later on, 

aban0.oning the former altogether, and assimilating t he latter. 

Thus in the fift eenth century, we find the Crimean Jews, 

w1i versa lly speaking t he Tartar language, instead of t he 

S1Jan ish and Italian, and we also notice them adopting the 

dress, manners a nd ha bi ts of the Tartars on the Peninsula. 

It is at t hat :;.:. eriod in the history of the Crimem Jewry, 

t hu t t lle full-fledged Krimchak type originated and asswned 

its particular stamp and form una.er the beneficient rule 

of t~.e Khans and t_~ e Protection of the Sultan's at Constan­

tinople. Very important discoveries regarding this p~riod 

(XlV - XVlll) have recently been ma.de b,Y Mr. A.R. Gidalievitch, 

of Sevastopol, who excavated t he Jewish cemetery of 1';.angup­

Kale and unearthed many old grave stones bearing nE:mes and 

dates that establish the truth of t he existence of a large 

Krir;1Chak Co:irnuni ty there, as early as 1387. No authentic 

earlier inscriptions have been found there, but this is 
0,.. 

quite a step forward in t he right direction and is great 

i¥1porb~.nce to us, wl1en we came to re1iiove the veil of mys­

tery from the face of the history of our people on t11e 

Peninsula. Since the data furnished us by Firkovitch, 
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cannot be relied upon, for his dates cilo not correspond 

vli. t h the inscriptions on t he tomb stones nov1 unearthed, 

and con fl ic t radically from "!J.eginning to end, his being 

in mos t cases, four or five hundred years older, t han ours. 

He tried to fill t he c::ap of nearly a thousand years, from 

t __ e Byzan tine period to t he Tartar period, with monuments 

a :.1d inscriptions t hat he himself invented, while to us, 

t '.~a t period a s far as monuments are concerned, is a perfect 

b lank . Fortunately r:1e have epigraphic and 1 i terary 

sources t l1a t cover t hat vast period, which vie hope in time, 

to r1o r k ou t, so a s to shed a ddi tione..l light on t he Hi~ tory 

of Isreal in t he Taurida. 

Dr. Karpeles Sta teuen t. 

Dr. Gustave Karpeles in his excellent book, 

" Geschichte der Juclischen 1± tera ture" ma kes t he follow-

i ng sta tei:"ien t bea ring upon t 1e history of the Krimchaks 

in t he Crimea . 

"From Rome, Jews spread to the Apenine Peninsula 
~ 

but on a ccount of t he untold persecution and suffering t h ey 

endured t here, under t he Byzantine rule during t he reign 

of Leo 111, t he ! saurian (718 ), wh o pers ecuted them re-
rrlt/ C . d t , C . lentlessly, emi gr a ted eastward to a ucas 1a. an i1e r1r.nea. 

;.t t ha t time there lived in t he Crimea , a strong and fie r ce 

Tartar tribe, who sprea d t heir dominion a long t he Volga , 
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between t ~~e Black and t Le Azof Seas - The Chazars. 

T~1is Chazar <Sipople which which struck with terror all 

t ;rn surrounding nations of Persia and Byzantine, was 

very kindly disposed towards the Jews. They not only 

allowed the Jews to live in perfect freedom and enjoy 

all t he privileg~s of citizenship, but they would 11:eveJ\. 

a pl-ioin t them as judges, in terperters and doc tors in the 

Royal household, as well as councilors in the King's 

court. During the reign of Bulan, one of the greatest 

of t l1e Hagans, the condition of t he Jews in Chazaria was 

especially f.::.vorab]e, for he W2.S the first to embrace 

J udaism. In his days, Judaism flourished on the Peninsula 

a nd. many schools were established for Jewish study and 

lea rning. Perfect religious toleration prevailed in the 

land zealously guard.ed by the Se11a te, represented by three 

denominD.tions including the Jewish. Furthermore, the Hagans . 

or the Cl1azar Kings, would likewise assist their bretliern, 

t ~ ~e Jews in other lancls, protecting them wherever and when­

ever possible." 

This mild and tolera:nt disposition of the Cbnza.rs 

attracted Jews from all lands and turned Chazaria, practically 

into a Jewish state. Thus the Crimean Jews passed upwards 

of two hundred years under the beneficient rule of tl1e ChazB.rs, 

enjoying every liberty, until 1016, when the Chazars were 

over run by the combined efforts of the Byzantines and the 

Russians." 
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Simi1ar sta tei_:ents are made by all Liistor­

ians who studied the question carefully, especially in 

recent times. Dr. Kutche•a, who just published a book 

on t he Chazars, throws adclitional light on that interest­

~ng period in Jewish history, but of course, had he been 

a Jew instead of a German, and known the subject a little 
,._,,I 

better, he would have arrived, ferhaps, .,..t'6different con-

clusions. I shall return to th~m later on in the course of 

my essay. Presently I shall conclude by saying that I hte:rd 

tl1e late Dr. SchecJ.1ter was very anxious for some one, a Jew, 

to undertake t he di ff icul t but worthy task of studying care­

fully and rrriting up the complete history of the Chazars, 

wh ich fa\ work properly done, would I am sure, throw much light 

on the history of t he Crii:1ean Jews and help us to a better 

m1derstanding of the past of the Krimcb.aks in the Crimea. 

Let us hope tiiat t he wish of that great Prince in Israel, 

v1llo has recently been taken out of our midst, will be real izea 

in t he near future and that the clouds that hang over the 

ancient history of our bret!10rn on that Peninsula, will be 

dispell ed and a new stm shall dE-.. wn on t11e new heavens of 
~ ~ l f\'i ~.e.. H 

rejuvenatedAlsreal • 

. '" • J- • • .. 
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The Iliost Probable Theory of the Origin 

Of the Krimchaks in the Crimea. 

From the preceding survey on the subject before 

us, from statements, views and theories of various histor­

ians quoted, it is clearly seen that they do not agree with 

one another, as to the origin of the Kr.iimchaks in tlle Crimea. 

They all however, agree in, first, thc.t Jews have been living 

in t lle Crimea, at least, for the last two thousand years. 

Second , t hat t hese Jews were exiles of many lands, mostly 

~stern countries. Third, that the"Golden Age, 11 of the 
o•e.11AFD 

Cri.:iean Je;;try" ciuring the Chazar period (Vll - X and fourth, 

t!ia t t he Crime3.n Jews, as Krimchaks, diid not exist before the 

Tartar period (Xlll - XVl). Thesi general universal .,A .DM 6.sioN J' 
by themselves, throw considerab]e light upon . the origin of 

our 1Crfr1chak bre tl.1ern in the Crimea, but t l1ey likewise point 
, > ~ ,. 

to a more still probable solution of the problem, which I be. 

live is t he correct one, namely, th~t the immediate origin 

of the Krimchaks is to be found in the Chazars. 

J.:ly proof for this contention is, first, 1-Ii~torical, 

Second, AJJthnopological. Historically we lmow that during 

the eighth century, a strong Tartar-Chazar tribe adopted 
. . 

Judaism and that, that tribe which ruled the country,now 

called So~thern Russia, inclucling tlle Crimean Peninsula, w~s 

especially favorz.ble to the Jews. That on account of their 
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mild disposition and favorable inclination toward the 

Israelites 1 Jews flocke"d from every land, particularly 

from the cruel Byzantine Empire, to Ohazaria for pro­

tection and peace. Thus, 1o~ l'/llf>1'e tll'ff(, two hundred 

years, the land of the Ohazars was a place of refuge 

a nd a hc-.. ven of security against oppression and persecution 

of barbarous an ti qui ty. 1!1 urthermore·, we learn that ·these 

Cha zars were good Jews, true adherents to the written 

a nd on:.l law. Some of them even knew Hebrew quite well, 

(Hajehudim). They loved their new religion and were 

willing to ma~-;:e great sacrifices for it, as 11 G:im11 usw:.lly do. 

So vvell were they pleased with Judaism ancJ. so than~cful 

were they to the Jews who granted them this noble faith, 

t~~a t they not only protected them at home in Karasubazar, 

but they also stretched forth their helping hancl to every 

land, where they possibly could, to aid their fellow-Jews, 

and deliver them from thier oppress il>l's. It is only na t-

ural to suppose, therefore, that mutu2.l aid E.t such a. time 

we.s corresponclingly met v1i th mutual love on the part of 

the Jews, and as a result, inter-marriage between the two 
,." 

races must have been very common those d&ys on the Peninsul~. 

History likewise tells us the.:. t the Chazars were 

not only a strong tribe, but a nwuerous tribe as well. So 

large and fierce that they succeeded to subdue all the 

surrounding nations and tribes. They exacted tribute from 
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Kiev and presents were sent to them from the Byzantine 

ruler. Persia terrorized by tirnir power and might, built 

a gigantic wall in the Caucasian 11ountains for protection 

against invasion from the Chazars. Bulgaria was subjected, 

so was whole of Tartaria, Caucasia a .ncl t:he Volga Region. 

But the iron fllll= of the Chazars, after a period covering 

almost three long centuries, (Vll-X) came to an en~· in the 

beginning of the eleventh century by the combined forces 

of Russia and Byzantine. 

}Iow, the question naturally arises, what became 

of t.i1e Cha za.rs after their downfall? Where are t:i1ey? 

Nwueuous and fierce as they had been, where lIBve they 

disappeared? They were good Jews, where shall we find 

ti1em? They existed for nearly three hundred years, as 

Jews for hw hundred years, harbored and gave protection 

to t housands of Jews among them, with whom they came in 

closest union. ..,~/here did t :ey suddenly vanish.without 
leaving tte least trace of their f oo t-s teps on the sands 

of time •. 

I agree with Harkavy that some of them fell back 

into the Tartar tribe, whence they sprang, while others, 

undoubtedly returned to Bulgaria whence t hey came. I be­

lieve also, that many of them were killed in the wars, in 

taking the last stand for their country, while others were 

made slaves by the Russian and Byzantine conquerers. I 
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furthe:nnoi:e imagine th.at a great me .. ny of these con­

quered l!eroes were converted to Christ i.nni ty on the 

one hand and t:ohamedi sm on the other. But I do not, 

in the least, doubt, tlia. t a goodly number of the 

Chazars, at the dormfall of their Kingdom, er.:lerged into 

t l1e Jewish r~ce, while still others forri1ed se·oarate 
"" 

dis tine t c~ .i.8.zaro-J ewish sects. or groups. lmmm to us 

tock.y by t he nr- mes of Subbatniki and Krimclw.ki, per1~ps 

e.lso t he K.araimi. 

Let me now quote an <{llthority on tl1e subject. 

rr. Fisl1berg in his scientific study on race and en­

virorunent, "TLe Jew", mal,es the follorring important 

sta. te: .. e "1t vvi th regard to the period under discussion. :­

"The most important infusion of non-Jewish Rt(9i2l 

ele.:1ents into the veins of Eastern European Jews, took 

ple.ce i11 t l:e eighth century, when the Chazars e1nbraced 

Judaism. There is considerable historical evidence that 
' 

after the destruction of their kingdom, many of them 

mingled with t 11e Jews in that region, in the Crimea, and 

in other countries. It is stated by autl.1ority, that the 

Jews in Southern Russia, H~gary and Rouma.nia, and part 

of Pol2.nd are Ir12 .. inly descendants of t he Cha.zars, vvho freely 

inter..-marriec1 with the Jews." 

Traces of bloo:l mixture of this alien elernent in 

t~ rn Jevlish phpiological org<?.nism have been recognized and 

carefu,_ly analyzed by both Jewish and non-Je i;1ish scientists 
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and an.thropologis ts, who in co1~1mon discovered Ta11A­

anian as v1ell as t:ongolian types ano. traits amonz; 

t he Jews. In fact, Hugo Kutchera, in his recent large 

valuable volll.i~ie on t he Chazars, celled uDie Ch.azarenu. 

established the truth of this observ~ tion by nwnerous 

po. ins t c:.king- proofs and analysis. aMthropol6z-ical and 

lih;torical, which are quite convincing . He r11E: intains 

t ha t tl!e Russo-Polish Jews, who have later on emigrated 

to GeruG.ny 2.nci. Austro-Hungary, are no Semites at all, 

but are the descendants of t l1e Chazl'.rs, who, he believes 

;·1ere of Finnie orig in, not h:ongolian as Harkavy and the 

others n~ int2in. Of course, thEt I believe is stre tching 

t ~!e point t oo much. It is going a little foo f a r to inal.:e 

F i !u1s out of pre.ctically all of the Jews of Europe. But 

n:!a t I do however, believe, is t hat L ie Krirnchaks of whom-

we n ever hear before t !1e dovmfE;.11 of t .:.~e Cha zar ~ipire, 

but whom vie meet right after t his dormfall, the Kriincha1:s 

who spea~ Tartar, dress li~e Tartars and posses s Tartar 

manne rs, moreover look like Tartars, t hc. t t hey undoubtedly 

__, are the di ::cec t descendants of t he J ewish-C.naza rs-who or1g-
e/ 

i na.lly were Ta rtars . For knowing them as I do. I do not 

think there is a more non-Jewish-looking Jew in t lie world 

like t ~1e lCrirnchak. I f the Krimc!Jak is not a full-blooded 

~ongolian, be is a l east n half breed. He surely has 

plenty of Cha za r blood running in his veins. 
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It l1as been similarly ascertained aJllthro­

polog ically, that likewjse the second group of the 

r~a ti ve Crimean Jews namely, the moclern Karai tes, are 
. " 

a quite distinct ethic group, and are more akin to the 

Tartar tribes of Soueas tern Russia. t han to t heir Jew-

ish Rabbinic neighbors. Weissenberg who made a care-

ful study of t~1 e Karai tes, (Die Kaj~er Cler Krim) in tb.e 

Crimea, :~ia int~ ins that they are a very mixed race and 

lla ve a large quantity of Eon301ian blood in their veins, 

doesn't tha t too show one of the two things, either tllat 

t ~.i. e 1'.'.::.raites are another remnant of the Crii:11ean Chazars, 

or else carry in t heir veins the Cliazar blood, wbo after 

t lrn des .., ruction of tteir Kingdom, rnay have joined the 

Karaites. 

~oreover, Firkovitc ~ . t h e famous leader of tlIB 

l(D.raites, who contends t l.ta.t the Krimchaks &re tl.ie dese11d­

ants of t ~:t e Karai tes, advances-Proof for his contention, 

t~. e fact that t i1e Krimchaks resemble the I<ara i tes more so 

t he.n t lley do their fo~.b'oini te brethern, which Deinc:.nl re­

sen ts and in turn proves in a leng t \ y essay bJa t t he Karai tes 

are not Jews at 211, i.ec that they are not even of Jewish 

origin, but of the 1:.ongolian stock. If so, I a ;a1n insist 

t hat t1e Krimchn ks are t he descencfan ts of t li e Ch.azars, be -
anc1. tr~ e ~Crime ha ks, 

caus e I lived among t he Ifa:rE!.ites/f'cr a g ood if1any years, ti.ncl 

I know t hem both,e.ncl from what I Imo;'/ about t liera and their 
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ph~rsiognomic eJ...1)ression, I aclmit Firkovitch 's evidence, 

this time, the Krirnc1IBk does look like a Y~rai te more 

so than a Russo-Polish Je11. For both Krirnc112k ~nd 

Y1..2ra tie are a}?paren tly of the same Chazaric orig in, hence 

t:1eir co::111on lEmguage, t heir comr:1on dress, customs c.nd 

traditions, particulnrly their co~non faciel resemblance. 

It ~lso explt' ins tl:e strange fact, why t he Y~raties i.vho 

di d not acce·I) t t l1e Talmud frrn:1 the three Jerusa lem Shil-... 

uc~1em, nevertileless, pray for the souls of t i1e latter.., 

::.:nd i;;ention t lie ir n2.rnes in their " . Hazlcorath Ifoshomoth" 

on a ll important holidB.ys in t:..ieir synagogues, just like 

t e l~rii11che:.1rn do. 

It is true I am no authropoligist, I b2ve not 

t c.:{en any rneasurei.1ents nor have I studietl. the skull for-

1::c:. tion of tl1e Criuean sects, but that much even a blind 

person could see, wl1ile in relig ion the1·e is much in 

cO.'.illlOn be tween the Krirncllak ai"d the Russo-Poli sh Jew, in 

actual life and in bodily ~p.J?earance tnei;e is nlmost r..ob1ing 

in c 01~1ffion between tllem. The Krimche.k is baclmard, av1kw1?.rd 

and sleelJy, r1hile the Russo-Polish Jew is active, plastic 

~nd wide av1ake. The former sticks to ~ :is Tartar 1li tb t Le 

tGnacity of a ~artar, a bach.·-rrard n1m1ber in civilization, 

and lilrn tl1e Tartar, does not a drni t tlle waj s of modern 

culture in to his life, while the latter sdopts the lang­

t"!E.ge of t Le conn try, (Russiu) anct acco1110da tes hirnself to 

t:i1e social env ironi!ien t in which lie lives, as soon as tlie 

l arts of t }ie state are not i11 Lis way, and oftentLnes, even 
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in spite of them. The Russian Je~ is a thrifty 

worker, a hustler, a m...9.n with a1.1oition, trying to 

amass wee.1th, power and to become a factor in the 

social and political life in the country in l'lhich he 

1 i ve s, v1hi le the e::cir'.lean Jew, i.e. the Krimcht:.lrn ;- as 

I shall shor,1 l.ster in tlie second part of my thesis, 

(1_evoted to their life ,-like t l1e Tartar, of ·which stock 

t ;:ey un c1oubteclly sprang, or u t least 1n.s a gooc.ly portion 

of his t.s.nly blood rmminc; in his veins, the Krimch;;lk , I 

sr::.y, is lazy, unskilled, except in the r/Or!cing out of 

dyec.l skins, -.-,hicll is their principle occupation, ambition­

less, indifferent to tlrn ir environ . . en tu, indifferent to 

wealth and lJ Ower or.higher soci~l position. The most of 

t i1 .::;in 2re dull, lmin teres ting and simple mincled people, 

for whieh re:J.son t hey are nick-n.:~mecl 11sheep heads" by t l1e 

Eort .. ~ern Jews, and inspite of the fact that their women 

~re exceptionally beautiful, nevertheless on account of 

t ile ir inferior in te llec tual qm:.li ties, t he ~!ort.!1ern Jew 

se l dom comes to inter-marry with t liem. Althou_sh the 

Kri i~1chaks realizing t he inferiority of their kind, and 

recog·nize the superiority of the Eortilern Jer1S, are only 

too anxious to give t heir daughters in r12rriag;,; to C:e 

Jew from the lfort ll . All of wJ.1ich c·oes to pro 11e that the 
b . -

l(tfA2.,A~ 

Kriuchcks if not altogetl1er '" iiave at least a large portion 

of C1mza.r blood in t he ir veins, for surely environdent alone 

colil.ld not work such a tre1;1endous c1iffere11ce in L ;e life 
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and ne: ture of a purely J errish or6anism, for tJ.1e 

Jew has been lmown in history of tlie worlL1, as tile 

great merchant people, the quick mind, bright and 

ulert business :~1an who always stood at the top of 

t !ie money lc:!c1der. while these Jews, in spite of 

t l1eir lolig residence in t he Crimea and apparently 

un( er be1:eficient rule ~nd protection of the kind. 

Kl12ns - are way do 1.m in the scale of business and 

L1e ner1ly arrived Russo-Polish encl not the Krimchak 

Jew controls t he bus iness interest of to-day in the 

lerg e cities on t he Crimean Peninsula. 

je\'/S are lmorm for their skill in m2the1112.tics ancl. their 

t <::.lents in music, t:i1ese Krimchaks however are a unique 

excep tion, in that respect, for these Jews contrary to 

t ~ .e universally acce1:i ted rule, are poor mathematicians, 

anc1 still poorer musicic.ns. The mus ic I heard in their 

synr.gogues, is void of harmony , sweetness a nd Judean beauty. 

It is simply a sort of monotonous si,ng-song, bie sa::ie 

r:1elocly, froi.11 beginning to end, just like the Karaite .. chznt 

in t heir synagogues. They have n<ilt got t he leas t ai.ipreci-

ation for true Je~ish music. They do not care to "Go to 

liear a Kllazan" and listen to a juicy piece of "Tilm.nto~, 

which uenetra tes all the '~vorim" as4tL Polish "HassiJ'\10uld 
.L 

express it. All t lie Krirnch.:.k cares for is a cup of IG1aveh 

(Black coffee) and a fresh Yantach (mea t pie) and he is 

satisfied. On twenty cents 2 day he lives happily with his 
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entire fami:i:.ly and grand opera does not bother hiE1. 

He ~oes not miss it in the leasto·· 

Takin~· into consic1era ti on, t.i.1en . .s.11 the 

facts c:.nd observations I enumerated above in t he 

course of my essay, tl~e most proable theory regarding 

t i·1e orig in of the Krimchaks in Ure Crimea, I should 

say, is t he latter, namely t!1at they c..re the descendants 

of t !1e Cllnzars. Every bit of authentic knowledge we 

have c;.bout the history of t Lti peculiar sect, seet1s to 

point iu that direction. Eoreover, great historiaiis 

li~rn Profes sor Grae hr: for instance, are supporting this 

vie-1·1. l ot us then accept it until somebody else, more 

ca pable and better equipped, comes along and throws ne~·1 

light u:pon the subject. 

Presi1tly let us part with part one, and with 

God's help, cor:uence part two, v1hich is going to deal 

11i t h the life of the Krirnchcdcs in the Crimea. 
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PART 11 

THE LIPE OF THI: KRii.~CrLl.KS 
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SOCIAL ASPECT OF KRIMCHAK LIFE 

Unlike the ~of the Jews of the world, who speak 
iddish, the Krimchaks speak Tartar. The Tartars claim that 
t is not a pure Tartar tbat the Krimchaks are using, but it 
s a sort of Tartar jargon called Tscha~dai. In tliis Tartar 

Jargon, many Greek and Hebrew words are found, in fact many 
of the more educated Krimchaks speak Hebrew fluent!J as they 
do the pure Tartar. But the lan~ages of Western Eu.rope are 
still unlrn.own to them. In their Heorew speech, they employ 
the Sephartic pronunciation as the Karaits do. In script 
however, they often use the Arabic characters, but as a rule 
all their books are written in Hebrew, even the vernacular 
is written in Hebrew characters. 

Some examples of the 

Good -- Yakshi 
Mother Anna 
Dog -- Kupek 
None -- Aat 
Father Baba 
Candle -- Tcherakh 

Block 

Krimchak Language:­

Coat - Urbah 
Key -- Anaktar 
Give Berdi 
Cat Kedi 
Head Ekmek 
Water -- Soo 

Khara 

The Krimchaks are a very mannerly class of polite 
and simple people. They are as simple in their manners as they 
~re in aress and diet. In other words they are not.yet civilised 
in the modern sense of the term •.. They act very plain'/ na tural'f 
unconventiona~~ They are quiet, peaceful,haive individuals of 
very hospitable nature. One selaoin sees them quarrel or tattel 
tale or gossip. One never sees a Krimchak drunk or broke or 
gamble. If he is not in his shop you will find him at" home with 
liis family or in the coffee houses with his friends. 

The ooff ee house is the social center of the Krimchak 
communiti. There in the shade of old walnuttrees and to the 
murmur of the rippling fountain. On the bare floor or on soft 
carpet, friends gather and discuss politics, transact business 
and form matches. Here in the coffee house, Krimcbak, .Karait~ 
and Tartar meet on common ground, sit and sip the black coffee 
bit by bit, using the smallest amount of sugar imaginable, keep­
ing it on tip of the tongue. With the tiniest bit of s~r on 
the tongue, the Krimchak can drink from one to ten cups of coffee 
and then having some still left in his mouth to throw away. 

Here in the coffee house, the poor as well as the rich 
Krimchak sits on the floor with foldea legs, like his Tartar 
neighbor and listens with the greates eagerness to the world 
news told by one of the more educated Muslams, who can read the 
newspaper. Here too, the atmosphere is filled with the fra~­
rance of roasted coffee, blendea with the odors of the Sha.snlik 
fat, frying just outside of the coffee house~ All s9rts of 
melodious voices of the street peddlers selling Tu!kish candy 
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cooked corn and buzzah, tear in through the open windows of 
the coffee house, making the place a perfect aelight to the 
simple mannered KrimchaR. 

One of the interesting fllcts of· the Krimchak ·social 
life, is the manner in which they go calling on one another. 
When a Krimchak goes calling on a friend, tlie whole family goes 
along with him, and the call or visit is not of such short dur­
ation as ours, not even as the longest of our visits, but lasts 
from two to five days if not more. Surely this grand quality 
of hospitality marks them more distinctly than any other of their 
virtues, as the true descendants of Abraham and£"to the) grand 
children of ancient Israel. 

Tl:ti most favorite of Krimcbak dishes are the famous 
Tartar Shashliks, Yantochs and Tchebereks. Shashliks are fat 
square bits of fresh mutton pierced throu~h and arranged on a 
f 1ve inch wooden stick which is thrown in~o a greasy pan of 
boiling fat and cooked until the meat is turned crisp. Shashliks 
to the Krimcbaks are like pork or lamb chops to the American, 
readily made and thoroughly enjoyed with green vegetables, onions, 
lettuce and parsley. 

Yantochs resemble our modern Amer:i!Can meat pies, with 
some variations. An original Krimcbak Yantoch is a 18.rge pie 
filled with chopped potatoes, onions, lamb or mutton, friea in 
grease until the extraordinary heavy dough walls of Mr. Yantoch 
get nice and brown. As a rule the Yantoch is not an everyday 
affair, it is only on Fridays that the good wives of the Krimchaks 
make them and carry them to their husbands' shops every Friday 
morning, when all businiss is laid aside and with legs folded under 
them and with both hands clinched to the wann juicy oozing pie, 
the poor Yantoch is eagerly devoured. 

Tchebereks are large half-moon shaped meat pies filled 
with raw meat finely ground together with green onions and lots 
of parsley and pepper, fried in boiling dish of fat and eaten 
while still hot, right from the frying pan. 

Very little white bread is eaten by the Krimchak. They 
prefer the fresh "Pete" a sort of soft ca.ke, made of plain rye 
aough mixed with brand and sprinkled with brand on both sides 
and baked on a bare oven. Pete can easily be split while still 
hot, and inserted with a shashlik or two forming a sort of hot 
meat sandwich, which the Krimchak, as the Tartar, enjoys immense­
ly. 

Soup never appears on the table of a Krimcliak, in fact 
none of the. elegant dishes of the Polish and Lithuanian Jew, are 
to be found in the dining room of the Crimean Jews. Not even the 
traditional Sabbath delicacies.like "K~gel" and Z~mes, Pu9ba or 
Gefillte Fish." As a rule their food is very plain and simple 
as is their dress. To be sure, it is almost too plain, for every­
thing is fried in fat and boiled in grease, but they eat lots of 
vegetables and are very fond of fruits and nuts, and while they 
do not know how to make fancy cakes and tasty salads, their fruit 
preserves are the finest, best and most delicious imaginable. 
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Coffee and buzzah are the most favorite drinks of 
the Krimchaks. 

Buzzah is a sort of soft drink ma.de of brand cooked 
with sugar. It is sold on the streets of .Karasubazar and 
Baktschissarai, for a penny a glassful. But the Krimchaks are 
very fond of wine as well, which they usually make themselves 
in their homes, of those world famous Sudack grapes of the 
splendid Crimean vineyards. 

Coffee is served black without milk in it. Ea.ch cup 
of coffee is cooked separately in a clean bright little copper 
coffee pot made for that s~ecial purpose. When left standing 
for a moment after the coffee is poured from the pot into the 
cup to cool off a little, a thick one inch layer of coffee 
seaiment is usually found on the bottom of the cup. That is 
how the Krimchaks li~e to prepare their most favorite social 
drink at the coffee house and at home. 

The Krimcbaks dress just like the Tartars on the PenJ 
insula,(and had it not been for the fact that they look like 
Jews, one could never tell them apart.i, Both men and women wear th~ 
national garbs of the Tartar .people. rhe men wear Turkish caps 
either maae of red cloth like those worn by our Shriners, or of 
black fur karacul, which they wear all year round, summer as well 
as winter. Their trousers look like bloomers, extremely large 
and loose girdled about with a wide oriental girdle • Their coats 
are very long, made of thim cloth of a dull black color, hanging 
loose over tfie shoulders. Boots are never worn by the Krimcliaks, 
but they wear sandals and sheep skin slippers of bright colors. 
Heavy woolen sacks are worn smnuer and winter and the oriental white 
knit cotton cap never comes off their heads. It takes the place of 
the black satin Yarmolka of the Polish Chasid. 

The womens' wardrobe is still more elaborate, more pictur­
esque than that of themen. Their dresses are made of very bright 
colors of floral designs, oriental in every respect. They wear no 
stockings, but the white linen bloomers come way down to tne ankles 
and cover every inch of the leg, reaching down to the slipper. The 
slipp~r is ma~e ~f either red.or yellow Sophian leather, w1th_g~ld 
and silver trimmings •. The skirts are rather short, but the wide 
bloomers are extremely long, a foot or so longer then. .the skirt. 
Strangely enough, a shawl is worn, not on the head or about the 
shoulders, as one would naturally suppose, but about the waist in 
the back over the hips. 

The Krimchak women are very fond of jewlery, especially 
of small gold chains, with which they dedorate their flat, hard 
red plush caps. They wear these and other chains arow1d their 
necks, make bracelets out of them and often attach them to their 
braids, just like the Gypsies~ For ~he Kr~mchak wome:r:i like the 
Tartar women, are always wearing their hair made up in nume~ous 
thin little braids, intertwined with silk threads and gold silver 
and copper $ins. Some especially, those who are blessed with 
abundant hair growth, make as many as fifty to sixty such braids, 
hangin~ down all over the back and shoulders. The girls often 
dye their hair in reddish paint called "Kene" which has a very un-
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pleasant odor and makes the scalp very red and greasy, but it 
lends an extraordinary polish ana luster to the beautiful long 
hair of the Krimcbak maiden. 

It is customary likewise amon~ the women folks to paint 
their finger nails with the same dye, and it is really remarkable 
how well they succeed in this queer manicuring stunt. Old and 
young paint their long nails and revel in jewelery. Their belts 
are as a rule, __ are made of si]Jtei'., tlo tlj .. inlaid with precious stones, 
and so are their bracelets. Finger rings they seldom wear, but red 
beads are the delight of all women in Krimchakdom. 

The w~men as a rule do their own spinning, weaving and 
sewing as well as all the rest of their domestic work, and wfiile 
working, and for that matter, even when they do not work, they 
constantly keep on chewing sakiz, a sort of chewin~ gum, only it 
has not sweet taste to it. Thus the naive Kr.ii.mchak women, like the 
cows of Bashan, chew the cud the whole blessed day to keep their 
teeth white and clean. 

The Krimchak women possess the most luxuriant hair that 
can be found in any place among any race of people. The secret of 
th~ beauty, softness, len~th and duration ana preservation of theitl. 
hair, lies in the use of the so called KILL. Kill is a sort of 
natural soap of muddy color found in great abundance in the mount­
ains in the vicinity of Baktschissarai, (my birthplace} ·and near 
Inkerillan. It is a very soft stone which contains a certain amount 
of natural oil. It is used by all the Crimeans instead of soap. 
It melts like wax when it comes in contact with water, especiallJ 
with sea water. 

Strange enough the Krimcbak women are very fond of smok. 
ing, and when all the housework is done, mother and daughtes, sit 
do\'m in a circle upon the floor and puff the ''chubuck': a sort of 
Turkish smoking pipe with extremely long mouth-piece. The chewing 
of sakiz, the smoking of the chubuck and the drinking of black coffee 
are among the principle characterisitc luxuries of t~e typical orien­
tal life of the Krimchak women. By their habits, manners, looks and 
dress, one could never believe himself ~hat these a~e da.ugh~ers of 
Judah, for while the men folks are getting Europeanized a little, 
the women are still as oriental as ever, They seem to be very slow 
in giving up old traditions, customs, dress, habits, manners and ideaa 
But 6or that ~a~ter, women have al~ays be~n more_EXXiRss con~ervative 

than men. A similar spectacle we witness in America, where tue men 
'"'' immigrants get Americanized sooner than the women, but I donot doubt 
~that the same-sJ:s\lffi:~S- given in the American case, may easily be 

applied to the Krimchak case, namely, _ that beca~se the men !olks get 
out into the world, meet the street life, come in contact with exter­
nal influences outside of home, while the women folks mostly stay 
at home, doing housewor\c, taking care of the childnm. etc., and 
consequently are slow in getting, in the one case, Europeanized, and 
in the other Americanized. 

Many of the Krimchak women, like the Ka.rait and Tartar 
women, go around OIJen-breasted, i.e. they do not button their waists 
or kimonas in the front. This holds good especially with old women, 
who wear.all sor~s of talisn~~, charms and red beads about their 
necks, d1spl~~d .on their bare chests. 49 
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Chains and talismans, to keep away the evil one, 
are worn very · extensively not only by the women but by the men 
folks as well, for the Krimchaks in the Southern part of Russia 
are almost as superstitious as the Hassidim in Northern ·Russia. 
When somebody gets sick, they never consult a physician, but 
use herbs, talisman and ablutions. They often lead the poor 
unfortunate patient · down to the river, where they wash his face 
and then escort him, not to his own home, but to the home of 
one of his friends, where he spe~ds the fir~t night. In addition 

. to t i1at, each one takes home a pitcher of river water for a 
• Segulah·; 

In case one takes sick as a result of sudden fright, 
he is taken a mile or two outside of the city limits, is laid 
upon the ground and a circle is formed arouna him with a cane 
or dry br~nch. Then seven woolen threads of· different color 
are tied to the nearest tree in the vicinity, also an earthen 
pot and a copper coin is buried on the place where the patient 
rested. 

In his book·"Abne Zikaron", Abaham Firkovich, the 
famous Karaite leader, relates another instance which will 
help to illustrate the superstitious nature of our Krimcbak 
brethern. He tells that when he entered their synagogue in 
Karasubasar, with the permission of the Russian Government, 
to excavate the walls of the same to look after old manuscripts, 
they were all frightened to death when he declared his mission, 
no one of them dared to· come near the"Genizah~ because they 

were afraid of the Herem, that was put in former days upon the 
·Genizah~ So great was their fear and consternation lest they 
bring dO\Til the wrath of heaven upon them, that they even scared 
the wits out of the Russian policemen who were secured by Fir­
kovich to open the¥Genizah~ who refused to obey orders from 
their superiors to break .the walls, lest they aie instantly, as 
warned by the Krimcbaks. 1 

The Krimch.ak women are royally treated by their husbands 
Pefect devotion marks the married life of the Krimchak. A Krimchak 
seldom if ever, applies for a divorce. A Krimcbak never forsakes 
his wife and family. ·A Krimchak is never ·brought tocourt, charged 
with abusing his wife, or for that matter, any one else. Loyalty 
affection and love, are the great home virtues of the Krimch8.k. 
Especially are they particular with regards to courtesy to old 
parents ·and grand-parents,'t'Whom they treat with the greates ten­
aerness, higliest consideration and deepest sympathy. A Krimchak 
will always rise in the presence of an old person, offer his seat 
or assistance, always ready to serve the aged and venerable fellow 
brother. 

A strange thing about the Krimcbak women is the fact 
that they are as a rule, ~uch taller than the men folks, and by 
far pretties than the men, just the reverse of what we find among 
their Karaite neighbors. Among the Karaites, the women are small­
er and uglier than the men. In fact many of the Karaite men are 
really handsome, while the women are so ugly. that you could tell 
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a Karaite woman if she were the only one among a thousand 
other women of other nationalities. The Krimchak women are 
not so loud in talk as are the Karaite women, who usually walk 
the streets in pairs of five or seven and talk so loud that 
one can hear them all over town. There are not as many spinsters 
among the Krimchaks, neither. The Krimchaks are very glaa to 
inter-marry with the Polish and Lithuanian Jews, but tne latter 
for some reason or other, are not so anxious as they are, to 
marrv their daughters (to their men.J They rather look down upon 
the Krimchaks, and never care to ·associate with them, fo,: .c)they 
consider them nsocila inferiors", as do the German Jews~ the 
Russian Jews in America • 

. I am glad to say that among th~se simple, God-fearing 
people there are no fallen women, which is I am sorry to say, 
the cas~ in the North. Purity and chastity reign supreme in 
Krimchakdom. - -

5.1 
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ECONOMIC PHASE OF KRIMCH.AK LIFE 

NUMBERS. 

It was impossible for me to secure accurate 
statistics regarding the exact number of the Krimchaks 
in the Crimean Peninsula, on account of the present 
Europian conflict, but approximately, I should say, all 
in all they number in the neighborhood of about ten thousand 
souls. For the sake of clearness I shall state the approximate 
number of the Krimchaks according to cities and localities in 
which they live. · 

Karasubazar ----------5000 Souls 
Feudocia ---------2000 11 

Simf erupol -----------1000 11 

Yevpaturia ----------- 600 t1 

Sevestupol ---------- EOO t1 

Kertch -------------- 300 n 
MelituEol ------------ lSJ t1 

Stara-.r..rim ----------- 130 " 
Yalta ---------------- 100 " 
Berdiansk ----------- 100 " 
Alushta -------------- 25 " 
Baktschissarai 25 11 

El sew he re about ="'3Q"JHEo0--....."-
10230 ti 

In places where their number is too small to form a 
congregation of their own, they generally affiliate themselves 
witli tlie Russo-Polish communities, but in cities where their 
number is sufficiently large, they form communi ties of their 
own and build synagogues, accora~ng to their ovm taste, where 
they use their peculiar Sephardic Nusah, and worship according 
to their own manner. Thus in Baktschissarai, where I was born 
and raised, where their number is limited, not exceeding twentI­
five souls, they belong to our Ashkenazic community, made up of 
Lithuanian and Polish Jews, worship in the same synagogue and are 
buried in same cemetery. Although I have noticed many times, in 
our synagogue, the Krimchak worsfiippers, especially the old men 
among them, using in a ddition to the Ashkenazic prayer book, used 
in our synagogue, a Sephardic prayer book with Tartar translation. 
I also noticea them chanting their ~rayers quietly as they do in 
their own synagogues. But in Fefidopia and the like where their 
number is considerable, they have separate organized communities, 
separate synagogues and separate cemeteries. 

Occupation. 

The Krimcbaks of .Ka.rasubazar as well as all the rest of 
them in the Crimea, are mostly poor wor~ing men who live from the 
toil of their hand and the sweat of t~e1~ orow. Ma~ of them are 
wine ~~ers, some farmers, but the m8JOr1ty ~re plain cobblers, 
tanners, t&ilors , cap makers and small merc.na.nts. There are no 
big cap1ta11sts among them, but th~8e are likewise no destitute 
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poor among them. They all manage to make a living and are 
satisfied with very little. They are extremely honest in 
their business dealings and never take advantage of any­
body. High industrial skill they never attained, because 
of their lack of modern education and proper industrial 
training. The Krimchak has none of that ambitious desire 
of making money that characterizes the Occidental Jews, and 
strange enough he is often so indifferent to business chances 
that the shrewd Polish and Lithuanian Jewish business man 
109ks down with contempt upon the "ignorant sheep-beaded" 
Krimchak. 

Habits. 

The reason for th.is strange indifference to weal th 
and material prosperity, is undoubtedly to be found in the 
simple habits of the Krimchak life, which is a copy of the 
life of the Tartar people among whom the Kri.mchaks, hav~ 
been living, in peace, for many generations and centuries. 
It is a well established fact, in Jewish history. that the 
Jew easily ad<1J?ts himself to his environmentl and that is 
especially tnie with regard to the Krimcbalt who lives, acts, 
ana thimks almost alike with the Tartar. 

Simplicity, plainness and economy, the great out­
standing virtue of the Tartars, are true characteristics of 
t he Krimchak as well. No costly furniture, no rich decorat­
ions, no Parisian styles, no latest fads. In the home of 
t he Krimchak, all the furniture one sees, is one lo• round 
table standing in the center of the dining room, no chairs 
nor beds are used. All eating and sleeping is done on the 
floor, covered with Turkish carpet. 1-0ng benches are attached 

to the walls around the rooms on which many bright colored soft 
pillows are sea ttered a. bout. 

Organizations. 

As we have already seen above, the largest Krimchak 
community is to be found in Karassubazar, and oecause of its 
importance, I am going to give you a complete description of 
t he place and its inhabitants. 

Karassubazar is a very ancient city . in the heart of 
t he Crimean Peninsula, on the river Karasu (Black Water). 
This city is situated in a valley, like my own birthplace, 
Baktschissarai, surrounded by high mountains on every side. 
Karassubazar in the Crimea, is something like Fresno in Cali­
fornia, when it co~es to climate. ~t i~ the hott~st p~ace in 
the Crimea in the summer, because tne high mountains that 
surround it protect it from the cooling se~ breezes, an~ for 
t hat reason it is an excellent place for vineyards, as is the 
Imper ial Valley in Califor nia. 

"-'r The houses of Kari:tssubaza r are built of clay, like 
t he( sort) of the Tartar ha bi tan ts on the Peni nsul a, lacking 
~11 tastes of architectural beauty. Like all Oriental (houses)D"-ff 
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the walls of the houses are very_ thick, although the most 
of them are but two story(houses) and not only the outer, but .. vfrft/ 
even the inner partitions 'of the house are~made of walls three 
feet deep. Every house is enclosed within high walls, like a 
fortifiea city, and no one can get into the house unless he is 
given permission to enter the arched gate of the court yard first. 
The windows are very small and are usually barred with iron or 
wooden grating. Extensive balconies surround the house and flctWers 
of all :Kinds ·re er. tlj.e court. Usually a well of ~ring water is 
found in every bakc'yard, which is used for drinking and watering 
purposes. The gardens and flower beds surrounding the home of a 
Krimchak or a Tartar are often very beautiful, for the Krimchak, 
like the Tartar is very fond of flowers. 

Our Krimchak co-religionists in Karrassubazar are well 
organized into four religious communities, wi. th four handsome 
synagogues. These synagogues are very old and the Karait Firkovitch 
u:ade good use of them vmen he ex~a ted some of their walls and 
discovered most valuable historic documents, which he sold to the 
Royal ilmseum or Ermi tazsh in St .Petersburg. 

Similar or~mized Krimcbak communities are to be found in 
Stara-Krim in Kerch, Simferupol and Feudocia. In Feudocia the 
Krimchaks have two synago~es, one of which is at least a thousand 
years old, undoubtedly ouilt by the K.hazars. Each community has.as 
a rule in addition to the syna~ogue, a Mikvah, usually adjoining 
t he synagogue in the same cour¥ yard .as is the case in .Ba.chtschissarai 
Karrassuoazar and Feudocia. The Krimchaks have likewise their own 
Shoc.fetsRabbis as well as their own Chevrah .Kadishah. 

1~ames. 

It may be of interest to note some of the unusuc::.l names 
of t~e Krimchaks. These n~mes are seldom, if ever, met \mth among 
ti1e Northern Jews of (the Crimea") Many of these names are found 
on the grave stones of 11.Emek Jeoshaphat" at Cb.ctfut-Kale and on the 
tomb stones of the old cemeteries at Ma.ngup-.K/.le, Sulachat and 
Karesubc.zar. But the most of them are still/ employed by the men 
and women of our Krimchak co-religionists of to-day. 

Women's Names. 

Beyzah - Daughter of Bracha 

Giorah - Daughter of Sin.an 

Surgalin - (Meaning beloved) 

Gulph - (Meaning Rose ) 

Eituli - (Me~ning Full Moon) 

Guhor -(k!eaning Precious Stone) 

Tichter - (Meaning Gift) 
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Women's Names. 

Biklev - (Meaning Mistress) 

Akbichah - (11eaning White Beauty) 

Kisigul - (Red Blossom) 

Parlok - Arzi - Beina - Khira -

Pursoni - Sharcha - Saltan - Arza - ~anushab -

Mshallah - Kaliah - Murra t - El tunkiz - Mushak -
Kirzah - Duveleth - Rukhamah - Shunuch - Baltachin -

Saaduth - Archurufla - Furnia - Abigail - Beichnah -

Pneirah - Pumula - 11~udath. 

L:.en's Ns.mes. 

Ba.bi - Son ofAzariah 

Bniyahn - Son of lssachar 

Daniel - ·son of Mikdashi 

Zsubabel - Son of Jacob 

Khukyah - Son of Chanuclreh 

Hannaniah - Son of Abdiel 

Yokbai - Son of Joseph 

Joseph - Son of Gibadi 

Jacob - Son of Barniah 

Kudeth - Son of Joseph 

Simon Tov - Son of Nathan 

Azjiz - Son of Ashriel 

Nissim - Son of Sharvit 

Allench - Son of Monodh 

Kalba - Son of Eliahn 

Mira - Son of Zurki 
5,6 
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Men's Names. 

Mural - Son of Jeohyda 

Sava - Son of Euriel 

Schen - Son of Kheyi 

Schaltiel - Son of Eldael 

Busra - Son of Chaschiel 

Tukmish - Son of Bakshi 

Eukiran - Son of Isaac 

Shakuh - Son of Ba.such 

Eimi - Son of Elisoph 

Khannuckah - Son of Mordechi 

lvlakhmoo - Son of Judah 

Hillel - Son of Ephendi 

Aa~on - Son of Hinthah 

H~cbmoo - Ana t - Achiah - Alani - Danielli - Acka -

Ravin - Adam -Bs.rzih - Mishel - Bachmani - Sharbat -

Adoniahu - Amrazsi - Alphasi - Kachula - Emmuel - Rikmah 

Zadkiel - Zephaniah - Toshlon - ~iruk - Tava th - Eldad -

Sbadna - Abyah - Adoniah - Or - Jehn - Achituv - Sbevniah­

I.ashgari - Nakshon - Amnon - Salunan. 

Similar names are employed by t he Je11s of' Der­
hent, Tashkent, and Turkestan in t he Ca ucasian regi on of the 
Russ ian Empire, which points to t he relationship of all Jews 
round about t he sh ores of the Black Sea coast. 

More modern names limi ted to the Krimchaks of 
to-day only, are as follows -

Jacob Kalpaktschi - !'!i s sim flangupa lu - Samuel 

Sasan - Moses Bentovim - Nissim Kokos - Bechar Patikh -
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Asher Churbaza - Joseph Akhmatshet - Asher A.schirov -

Sliezer Shick - Hyyin Peiastaro - Eliah Zakhzir -

Raphael I.e.bak - Ephraim Shor - Joseph Halevi - aaron 

Hokohen - Akibba Mizralr..hi - Abraham Ashkenazi - Joseph 

Hannukkah - Mordechi Purim - David Pessah 

As it can easily be seen, rn.any of these names derive 
t ~ 1e ir origin from localities, like ~ian~upalu, counties like 
Ashkenazi, history, like Pessah, and oojects, like Duveletb., 
which throw considerable light upon the history of the Crimean 
Jeri. 
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POLITICAL i1SPECT OF KRILiCll'1K LIFE 

Politically the Krimcbaks are just as bad off as the 
rest of t he Russian Jewish subjects. Althoti.~h history con­
clusively proves them to be t he earliest settlers on the 
Peninsul3., yet on account of their adllerence to t he Jenish 
fc:.i th, they are deb~red from the rights of all .the other 
Ew·s.ian non-Je•,7ish subjects. The Kri.nchaks bear the yoke o_ 
R_ussian opuress ion with great courB-ge and fortitude of spiri I!. 
T.i:iey do not even comnlain nOT l'f\VRl·fd/~ against theirbi tter lot 
in that lc.nd of darkness. That is the characteristic of the 
K:cimcllak, never to comp la in, but bear the yoke, since the k Lord 
b::.s decreed it upon Israel. The Kri::nchaks~li!ce the Yemenite 
J ews , have a great love for Zion, and look forward to tbe restor­
ation of the Jewish Kingdom at Jerusalem. The•r are all Zionists, 
not po:!.i tice..l Zionists, but old type Zionists \vho believe in 
t he mirc.culous deliverance of Israel t h rough the t1essiah. 

Ori ~-jnally they were supposed to have possessed egyal 
rL".'.·hts with all the other natives of the Crimea, but througli 
t 11a vicious scheme of t he native Karai tes, they were che.s. t ed 
out of. t~tair birthright. Th~ old Krimchak!?~Jelate! tiiat when 
t !~ e Cr1rnec:. wc..s conquered by t ne famous ~rr-Ka t her1ne, she 
gra11 ted t he Kri!·'.l.cliaks a 11Schutz Brief, j':'ist as s11e did to t he 
ot!1er nati onalities on the Peninsula, but in 1836 ·when Nicholas 
1, was exDected to visit the Crimea, the Y'2.raites who lost their 
"Schut z 3rief" came to t he Krimchaks and asked them to let them 
:~z.ve their "Sc!rntz Brief11 so that they, that is the Karaites 
m_i gi1t re.:;_ue~t t }:..e Czar sorne special -privileges for the. lCrimc~-taks, 
wuose fri neus tney suddenly pretended to be. The foolish Krim-

cl!aks, not l~aving suspected the Karaietes evil designs, g<=.ve 
t :- ei.n their "Schutz Brief", w'l1ich t lrn Karai tes falsified by in­
s~ rti:p.g, instead of ~rim~hakim Yvreyro~ •. which means to t)1e I~rim­
c rn:: k lie orews - Karo1;:nsk1m Yevreyam, w n1ch means to the 1'~ ra 1 te 
Jews and they never re turned the note back to the Kri ..rnchaks. 

\Tiien Eumeror Nicholas ll fina lly visited the Crimea, 
t he Governor-Ge!ieral of Soutllern Russia, Prinz Itichail 'l7oro11zav, 
undertook to restore and furnish in truely Oriental style, t lle 
old palace of the Khan 1 s at Bacl.1tschiss~rai, h~ entrl.lste~1 t~e 
necessary -pur~bases to t h e Ka:ra1 te l!18TC 11~nt, ~inah Bobov~ ten, 
a HJan of affairs, who had business relations in ConFtant1nople. 
Bobovitch \'lent to Constantinople and received duriiJ.o- 9.n auchence 
with the Sultan, penni s sion to select wl1at he needed from the 
Sultan's cn.stles and warehouses. On his return to Bacbtschiss­
arai, Bobovi tch also had charge of furnishing t11e palace t 1.1ere, 

---- -- -



I 

I 

OHIO PATTERN WORKS, -Cincinnati, Ohio, continuation sheet-

ren1ain~ng_ even after t~e Czar J12~ ~rrive~. .A_t tha~ t ,i me 
a depm~at 1on of t he Cri,;iean .haobinites, i.e. t .Cle Kr11iiC.i.laks, 
Vie re a l s o presented to t lie Czar, and like tl1e other natives 
of t he Crimea, they submi tted their petition to be released 
from militar.y service. The Czar asked t he delegates: "You 
beJ.ieve in t ile Talmud?" "Yes, your Kajesty, we beleive in it" ., 
t ~"e KriH1c h.Ei ks replied. "Then you must furni s h solcliers, 11 curtly 
reu lied t he Czar. "You see, Bobovi tch, tha t you Karai tes have 
do:l1e a very sensible t hin'.r by cuttinry loose from t l: e Talmud, 
wlten did tnis hap·1jen?tt fil l-..ereu~on, jjobovi tch rer:lied t hat t }ie 
l~rai tes never h.aa anything to ao wit !~ the TalmuCl~ that tileir 
re ligion was much olde r t llE•n the Jewish reli P-i on, tha t t be 
l{are.1tes hc..d taken no part in lJersecuting and execu ting- Jesus 
on t he cross." "Can you prove it?" asked tl:e prince, 11Ce:rtainl· 
I c&n" replied Eobovitch. 

. Yfoen s1.;_bsequently in ~87~ a society, for his,tory and 
a nti gyes was _f ori;rn d a,t Od~ssa,, 'i • oronzc:>v rememoered Booov~ t_ch 1 s 
_frum1se. Booovitch nad in b.1e meantime been elected Chief 
l:~&ob i of the Criuean Y.araites, and cm:r111isssioned his tutor, 
l'.~i rl-: ovi tch, wh o i'JaS lmom1 as an inveteraate foe of fubbinisen 
to fu:cni sh the necessary clocm:ien t s proving t l1e great a ge of 
Kz.:caism , givi ng hirn in acl.di ti on to traveling exDens es, a definite 
selary \'ilule occupi ed in t h is research work. Ee furtlwnnore 
-;)Yoc·.: r ed fo r Fir~rnvi tch, an a uthorization from the Russian 
tiove1·ff~10r..t to collect all t he necessa ry records and historical 
dccu~1ents among the Y~rai tes and the Krirnchaks. Armed with 
t ~_e auU1ority , Pirkovitch, tra.vled t hrou£"h the Crimea and took 
ai"w .. y fro~ t he Kr irnchc. ks whz. tever docrn:1en ts he cleerned necessary . 
Af ~ e r plru.1der i ng the K:rirnch~ks, he fabricated manuscri ptx and 
va r1on s epitaphs , tampered with the dates of documents and 
i nten)o l .s.1e d t 1.'e :n2mes of Crir~ean localities and Ka.raite person-
~ges in ::-:IB.ny of tb.ern. All this vm.s done in order to represent 
~ ! 1e K~rai te~ in t ]rn C~imea n a~ a, high+y de"?"elopep. ·people, dwE?ll­
i rg tl!ere ~1nce t .o.e time e r tne .1.lSsyriar King. SDf-_;L~E1~esse:r in 
t ne s eve :c:tn century B.C. and to urove t nat t ne Raooinites,i.e. 
t :1e Krimch2.ks owed all t he ir culture to t he Ka:raites. Extra­
vagan t a nd surpr ising as t hese alleged facts seem novadays, 
t ~J.e v nevertheless found credence at t hat time in Russia, espec­
i a lly in Government circles. They pE.ved the way for the tot.al 
ema ncipa tion of the Kariate) in Russia. Thus t he Krimche .. ks who 
are t he real na tive Cri1rnan Jews, were s\'linclled out of their 
ri O"h ts by that famous, or rather infamous forger, Abra}~m Fir­
kovi t9h, _Vlith t he ~esu~t.t~2. t toda.y t hey ~re subj~ct to all the 
res trictions and disabilities of tne Russian Jew in ~eneral. 
They ca11not deal with certain articles, they cannot ~e adilli~t~d 
~o the schools above t he nonn~lf} t hey c~nnot c:>ccupy any pos ition 
in t be Government. They cannot be of ficers in ~I1e arLly.and 
navy. They mus t pay extra taxes and mus t not l ive outside of 
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the 1)all· of Jewish set tle::nen t, not even in Yal to nor 
Sevasto·ool, except by specia l permission. The travel­
or who comes to the city of Sevastopol is usually lead 
b~, t l:e :micle to the "Brotskaye Kladbeshtsche", i.e . 
ti1e bro¥her 1 s celiietery, where thousands of men who fell 
i n t!1e Crimean '.,'[ar (1854-56 ) have four1d their eternal 
rest . On that famous historical cemetery, there is a 
se-oarate field sect aside for t he heroes of Israel who 
died in t liE! t battle, many of them Kri mchaEs. Still the 
sa:.:~e peoj?le v:ho shed their blood and died -for their native 
land as ~eroes on the field of battle are denied even the 
right of resi dence on the very spot they consecrated with 
tl1e a toner;1ent of t he ir sacred martyr blood. Such injustice 
can only be perpetrated by a government like that of Russia. 
Fortune. tely, the Krirnchaks, on account of their backwardness, 
and stagnation in civilization, thev do not feel the injustice 
and. nersccu ti on as keenly as the Northern Jews do. They are 
cornuaratively satisfied with conditions, to an extent, that 
t he.L Govennor of th~ Ti\3uridc(v, in his report ~o ~~H.Pe~ersburg, 
s ta tEJs Ew. t the Xr1mchaks are a peaceful, se t1sf1ed, indust­
rious, honest and straightforward people. Here is an actual 
case w}1e:re ignorance is bliss. 
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RELIGIOUS ASPECT OF KRIMCHAK LIFE 

In The Synagogue, 

The most interesting phase of Krimchak life is un­
doubtedly that which deals with their religious customs and 
ceremonies, traditions and superstitious, oriental practices. 
For notwithstanding the fact that they are true Raboinites in 
every respect and loyal sons of Israel and his Torah, neverthe-
less, in many of their customs they differ greatly from the 

rest of the Jews of the world. For instance when the Krinchaks 
gather to attend services at the synago~e. they do not enter 
the house of worship until all the worsnippers arrive, when they 
enter in a body, ana as soon as they enter, they start the ser­
vices at once. This is done in order to prevent people from 
"idle talk" in the "Holy Place", which is looked upon with the 
greatest respect by the Krimchak. As soon as the Cantor commences 
reading, no one dares to whisper or even to turn around in his 
seat. The Cantor stands in tbe center of ~he synagogue on a high 
platform called Birnah. So does the Rabbi of the congregation 
occuny a seat on the Bimahj not in Mizrah, as is the custom among 
the Polish and Lithuanian ews. All the prayers are read alter­
nately. sentence after sentence by the Cantor and congregation, in 
a chanting sing-song manner. Perfect harmony exists in the syna­
gogue between the Cantor and congregation. The greatest respect is 
shovm to the Rabbi and a spirit of lioliness fills the entire house 
of worship. And as they enter in a body, so do they also leave 
the synagogue in a body. No one is al lowed to remain there to 
speak or ~ossip with his neighbor, so as not to desecrate the 
holy sanctum. 

Another interesting synagogc; custom, is the manner i \ 
which they sell the portions of the Torah. Ere the Torah is rea~ 

on Saturdays and holidays, the Shamesh, (Sexton) runs around the 
Bimah in great haste calling out in very loud voice, "Twenty Cents 
Maphter, Fifteen Cents, Shishi etc." The auction often continues 
from fifteen to thiryt minutes. A Krimchak when called up to the 
Torah, often makes such an offer, "Birtauch EJd Irmnurta", i.e. 
one chicken and two eggs. Strange enough, this they do not con­
sider idle talk in they synagogue, and tfiey recite the procedure 
with great enthusiasm. 

Their Rabbi never preaches inthe synagogµe, but in week 
days, after Maariv, i.e. evening services , (then,) they go to the 
home of the Rabbi and listen to a learned discourse on the Talmud 
or Bible. 

In the SJil?-gogue the women do not occupy the same pews 
with the men folks, but are seated in a balcony separated by a 
wall and lace curtain. Althou~h according to an old manuscript 
found in Royal Library in St. i3etersb/urg, in the past the men and 
women used to sit together in the Krimcha.k syna~o~ue, even attend 
fm1erals together, wliich is strictly forbidden toaay. 



.. ,,, (r 

OHIO PATTERN WORKSiCincinnati, Ohio, Continuation Sheet 

On the Holy-Days of New Year and Atonement Day, the Krimchaks 
read in adaition to the usual prayers of the aay, many(psal.ms/Po~MS 
which they chant in their peculiar Oriental Tartar sing-sono-.' 
Even the most serious prayer and supplications of the day w~ich 
are as a rule recited with tears ana loud noises and even wailing 
by our Orthodox brethern in Northenn Russia, are read with perfect 
composure, joy and harmony, as are the poems of tthe pra~er books. 
All read or rather sing the verses and sentences in perfect uni-
son, following the Kl~zan or Cantor carefully, no one raising his 
voice above tiie neighbors orr~1··11N G wild. shouts of Kba~:ddjc religious 
enthusiasm as one elllcounters in the synagogue of Northern Russia. 

On Sabbath Eve. 

It is likewise the custom of the Krimcbak to go to the 
Mik-veh, i.e.tthat is)bath house• every Friday afternoon and upon 
returning, taste of every dish prepared for the Sabbath meal, 

"Toameyu ;Ka.yim. Zochoo',' i.e. all who taste of it enjoy life,"cries 
out the Krimchak, when arriving home from the MikveI:t, and the 
good wife coCTes forth and meets him with the delicacies for the 
Sabbath, which he tastes, blesses and is satisfied. 

Yes, the Turkish bathouse in general occupies a very 
important place in the life of the Krirnchak. Men like them as do 
the women. It is their g'!eatest pleasure to spend a day in the 
bath house. They enjoy it as we ao grand opera. The men folks 
while cooling off, in the fountain hall of the bath house, eagerly EPJ"1 
drinke cups of K11aveh, Ca) black coffee, and ea ting fruits. The · 
pleasure with which they do it can not be described. ~l. With 
the women folks, a bath day is a h©liday. When they go to the 
bath house, they take along with them the best things to eat, cakes 
and preserves, wine and honey. They also dress in the finest cost­
umes and put on all their jewelery, as though they were going to E 

ball. The rieh among them, have e~en music playlli there for the 
enhancement of their great pleasure. . 

U'oN ( Vlhen: entering the synagogue on Friday eveing, "The SoL 
of Songs" . is recited by the entire congrag?tion, read alternatel~ 
by the Can tor and cong-ra~ ti on in the usual fashion of the Ori en ta __ 
Senhardic con~egation, sing~ng the verses in a sorht of uniform 
smng-song. Vil Fridays the ~rimchaks give alms to_t e ~oor a~d 
provide for their needs, with food(and)coal and c?in. The Krimchak~ 
are a very charitable and good-hearted people. Tney are always ready 
to help the ppor brother wI:to lost his way in life. Perfect h.8.rmony 
and brotherly syrnpathy exists between them, in joy BIIld in soDrow, they 
are all one. 

The interior of a Krimchak synagogue is th~ same a~ that 
of a polish or Lithuanian synagogp_~. It is very pla1~, ~o pictures 
no immages or deyorations of any kind. The platform i~ in.the center. , 
the ark in the M1zrah and all the long.benc}?.es are facing it. The 
Krimchak synagogue like the Krirncha~ lio~e, is very clean and or~srly, 
not a speck of dirt is to be found.i~ tne synagogue, and evey~h1ng_ is 
alwaks in its proper place. A spirit of reverence and worship fills 
the rimcbak synagogue. "-' f)~" ........ r /,.. 
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As I reIIl.arked above, the Krimchaks are very devote .J ;) 
to their religion. A Krimchak will never be converted to any 
other religion. He will never give up his .religion or marry 
outside of his faith. Still the Krimchak is no zealot like the 
Polish and Lithuanian Jew, be does not care whether his brother 
keeps or transgresses the law of Moses. He will never come up 
and rebuke the offender of the law and will never laugh or ria­
icule him, or persecute him, he just looks on caL11ly with perfect 
composure on tne transgressions -of his neighbor and pities the 
poor fellow who does not know any better. 

66 
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THE UJ.A.HRIAGE CERN~lONY 

. ~ong the most interestin customs of all isolated 
ancient Jewish sects are undoubtedly their engagement and 
marriage ceremonies. The Krimchaks-like the Pnalash Jews have 

/ very ancien~ matrimonial rites, which may interest the mbdern 
Jew, _for which reason I am going to describe some of them in 
detail. 

The e:i:gagement ceref!lony. is considered by the Krimchak 
a strong and valid contract which is not to be easily broken It 
is a serious tie which ~s n~t to be lightly annulled. Afte; the 
engage.nent ceremony, which is the same as that of the Orthodox 

\ 

Jew. T~e Bridegr~om is supp~sed to call (upon the bride as of ten 
as possi~le. He is_a~so ob~iged t~ send her.at least twe~ty cents 
every Friday, of wh1cu she is to dispose of in the following manner -
T~n cen~s for the bath h~use expe1:1se, six c~nts fo! Kenah, a paint 
w1 th whi~h to dye her hair a:r:td paint her nails! which is usually 
done at a bath house • She is also to buy Sak1z, a sort of chewing 
gp.n1 ~or that same amount and finally for the rest of the four cents 
she is. to ~uy soap and tip the servant in the bath house. In exchalige 
fo! this higp and expensive couttesy, the bride is to present the 
bridegroom mth a Yantoch every Sabbath eve, that is a sort of meat 
pie for whi~h th~ bridegroom must pay a few cents to the messenger 

boy who brings it to him, even though the boy be rich or Korab. 

Some of the Krimahaks marnr very young, often at the 
early age of thirteen or fourteen. The majority of them however, 
marry only when they feel that they are able to s~pport a family. 
Unlike the Polish Jew•, the Krimchak never forces ' n1s daughter to 
marry against her will or without the"' consent. They leave it to 
their cliildren to marry whom ever they .wish, provided the party is 
in a position to support a wife and furnish her comforts. 

Tlie marraige ceremony always takes ~place earlJ in the 
morninO', while it is still dark, 1before the breaking of dawn,) the 
peo~le~ (guests) march on the street with music and dancing to the 
oriaffgrooms' home, whom they take out and escort to the brides' homt 
in grand procession. But ere they en~er the house of the bride, they 
leave the bridegroom standing in the center of the yard, and th~y danre 
and jump wildly around him in a crcle. Next they enter the bride's 

home, where they tarry an hour or two until the bride completes her 
toilette. Part of the bride's toilette consists of painting her.fore­
head with white paint and decorating it with black painted drawings 
of blossoms and rlowers, also of painting her• che~ks with gold . 
paper of different designs. Then they lead the bride to the br1de­
groom 1s home where the rejoicing is continued till daybreak, when 
they are both, i.e. the bride and groom, led to the synagogue, but 
~nstead of a canopy as is the custom among us, they use a tali~h, 
instead, which they spread over the heads of the couple and bring 
a chicken Ert and a rooster which are held by the~ best men, and 
swung around the heads of the marrying couple lfor)seven times. Then 
these chickens are killed and the briaegroom is betrothed to his 
bride according to the ancient custom of Moses and Israel and the 
crowd returns to the bride's home. 
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, The Bride is not allowed to leave her house all 
through 'the seven days of rejoicing: and no male is allowed 
to approach her room. The bridegroom is the only one who is 
allowed to enter her room and that for the first night only. 
All through the seven days of reioicing, the bride spends in 
a soft and comfortable bed, whicfr1sheltered by curtains and 
sheets so that no ·man might peep into it. This bridal bed is 
knovm as the "Hupah", a tenn altogether differently applied 
by us today. 

Another interesting custom among the Krimchaks is 
the way in which the bridegroom is lead to the bath house on 
the wedding day. It is the duty of the bridegroom to invite 
all his bachelor friends to his home, treat tliem with wine 
and cake and then )e (is1lead by them to the Mikveh or bath house 
in triumphant procession. Upon their arrival at the bath house, 
a sort of auction conunences at once, on the honor of undressing 
t he bridegroom. "I offer alti kupek", i.e. six cents for the 
privileRe of removing the bridegroom's coatl"- e?q>lains one 

bidder - I offer oon kupek, i;e. ten cents that the coat should 
not be removed," cries another. This peculiar auction continues 
continues for about two or three hours straight, until the poor 
fellow is finally undressed in peace. But tliat is not all, the 
poor Hathan is not throug~'yet, for as soon as he is undressed, 
a new offer is made by one of his young friends who gets up and 
calls out on top of his voice, "I promise a dollar for the priv­
ilege of washing the bride.groom 1 s bead with soap." ".And I offer 
two dollars that the bridegroom's head be not washed by you," 
follows andther friend, amid shrieks of joy. The same comical 
IJrocedure takes place when the Hathan is ready to dress again. 
The bridegroom is often kept for hours in the bath house. 

It is likewise custo~ary among the Krimchaks for tht 
bride to br.in~ all her dresses ana jewelery to the bridegroom'~ 
home, where tney are hung on all the walls for display, so that 
everybody might see their wealth and beauty. This is done a day 
before, or on the day of marriage. All gold and silv.er jewelery, 
particularly the Turkish coins, without which no marriage gifts 

are complete, are put into a large silver tray and a jewelery 
expert is called to announe their worth. After the expert's op­
inion is given, the tray is carried around and the honest opinion 
of every one in the house is solicited, to ma ke an estiro~tion on 
same. Every one is entitled to estimate them according to his 
individual jud~ement. Then the marriage contract is written, and 
in thier Kethuoah are mentioned and carefully enwnerated all the 
articles of goods and property, clothing and jewelery, which the 
bride had at the time of here marriage, as well as their price. 
This contract is signed by all the people in the house. Often 
times thefe are as many as twenty or twenty five sig11atures on a 
single Kethubah. 

0 



• 

OHIO PATTERN WORKS; Cincinnati, Ohio, Continuation Sheet-

EDUCATIONAL ASPECT 

OF 

KRih1CHAK LIFE 



OHIO PATTERN WORKS;-tincinnati, Ohio, ConunaatJon sJieet-

EDUCATIONAL ASPECT OF KRIMCHAK LIFE 

Liberal education among the Krimch.aks is scarce. 
The most of them do not know more than to speak the Tartar 
and read the Hebrew. Western culture has not taken hold, as 
yet, of the Krimchaks. The Krimchak knows nothing about the 
great movements that transpire in our times. He lives in a 
world of his own, circumscribed ~nd limited to his daily needs 
and w~nts. There are no professional men among them, ·not a 
one. They are all plain, common satisfied worKing men, who 
trust in God, and manage to get along without our so-called 
modern culture. 

Schools. 

Their schools are of very ancient type, modeled after 
the Tartar MEDRASH. The teacher,who has no knowledge of ped­
agogy, sits in the center of· the school room, which is usually 
in liis own home, and the pupils sit in a half circle around him 
on the b2re floor, reading , reciting and chanting in one voice, 
t he prayer book or the biole. So loud is the moise they make, 
tha t it temincls one of the ""Gemorah"melodies of a Lithuanian Ye sh.:.. 
ibah on a ( genial) summer night • ..t"- All the children learn·at school, 
is to reed Hebrew~.,M~Tl""IJ also to translate the Bible, but nothin_1· 
else is taught at a Krimchak school. 

The same general curiculum is followed, the same disorder 
and lack of system is prevailing in the Krimchak school, as we 
find in the average Polish" Reder~ . No grammar, nor writing, neither 
Russian nor Tartar are taught. Usually the c~ildren quit school 
at the age of thirteen and then they are taught a trade. There ,, 
are no"silken young men" among them, as you find among the"Hasidim 
in Poland. Every Kirmchak boy knows a trade. 

The Krimcb.ak school exists only for the(partiai)educatior 
of the boys, but not for the · girls. The girls never go to school 
at all. They have no trades, but stay home and learn domestic 
science ... Thus the women are much lower in the scale of education 
than the men. They are absolutely ignorant of what is going on ii 
the world. They are in the full sense of the term, illiterate. 
They aannot even read · the Hebrew prayer book. But unlike the .Kar­
aite and Tart2r women, they are not kept like prisoners, · lokked up 
in their homes, but are allowed to appear on the streets, whenever 
they feel like it, and that without veils(or)white sheets or covers. 

The Krimchak women are very devoted to tb.eir hu~bands ~nd are ex­
cellent house keepers. They do fine beaded(work1an~ lrn.1tted w9rk 
and are cranks when it comes to neatness and cleanliness. · It is 
true, they 1_bove to gossip, but they cannot help that, why, they 
are only women after all. 

Of late some of the young men of the wealthier Krimchaks, 
commenced to show interst in modern knowledge, but their modern 
trai~ing does not go a~y further than that of reading modern Heb­

rew 11 tera ture and Russian newspapers. fi!l.any of the Krirnch.ak youths 
have of late also made some important changes in their outward ,, 

Et !Tf~ /-I AM AS M 1·0"" ~ ~--____._7 ....... a _________ _ 
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appearnace for they are getting to be Europeanized. They are 
slowly abandoning the national and native Tartar style of dress 
and costume and are putting on white collars and tailored suits 
after the latest Parisian style. But nots~ith the young women, 
they do not seem to have the least desire to change and get civ­
ilized. 

Great Men. 

Fr<Dm numerous insrciptions found on old 
1

Torah'' cases 
in Karasubasar, from countless epita~hs on ancient monuments 
found in the old cemetery at Chufut-.K.ale and from the many learned 
books and parchments fom1d in the Krimchak "Genizah" by ~1irkovich, 
we may securely conclude that, in the past, there must have been 
a gooa many great men among the Krirncha.ks. True it is, the naynes 
of these great scholars that are known to us, are not always type­
ically Crirnena in origin, but what of it, that simply goes to prove 

T!.'F • theory, that the KriJ1chaks are ma.de up of Jewish. exiles from 
r~·~ny lanas. Thus we find the name of a great Ba bbi ,Sbabthai Dani-

/ alo, which is Italian, on the cemetery of Ohufut-Kale dated 900 A.D. 
and the name of another ~reat Rabbi called Moses Ashkenazi, mentioned 
in the "Haznio" dated 15ov, which betrays his German ori o-in. While 
in the same "Haznio'Lanl ancient Krimch.ak prayer book, tile name of 
a Rabbi Che.ndli is given, which points to its Turkish origin. 

Among the formost great men of the Crimean Jews of the 
past, the following may be mentioned as they are found in docu­

ment s , books and on monuments in the cemetery of .Ba.chtschuasai, 
Ka.rasuba~ar and Mangup. 

Abraham, the Crimean who wrote the book 
"Sephath Emeth" 1357. 

- · Moses the Exiled, who wrote the book called 
"Ozar Nekmod" of Kiev, 1448 

Isaac Pamyuto. 

Jeremiah Ba.nin , 

Moses Mevorach, author of many poems used 
by the Krimcliaks to this very day. 1598 

Moses Kokcl>5-, 1548 upon whom is was saiQ. -
"From Moses to Moses, there never arose a man 
like unto Moses." · 

David lach9.Rll716, who wrote the "Haznio" 
He is likewise the author of the book 
"l'Miishkan David". 

Abraham Sbachi, author of a book called 
"Sechel Tov." 

?1 
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Moses .Bachshi - 1724 

. The biographical material on the lives of these 
great(Krimchak)leaders that covers a period of almost nine 
centuries, is very ecant. Their books have either been lost 
or destroyed, all we know about them is their names as we find 
them inscribed on monuments that have been unearthed and still 
are being discovered on the Crimean Peninsula. 

The Krimchaks themselves are unfortunately, a ~eople 
who have little use for antiquities and have no conception oI 
the historical value of data or important ancient manuscripts. 
Firkovich for that reason had no difficulty in getting all too 
historical material they possessed, but according to modern 
hist crians, he so falsified the material he obtained from the 
Krimchaks, in order to prove his own false theories, that it is 
a very RiSliY thing for us to depend upon or draw conclusions 
from the ma·terial he has to offer on this matter. For that 
reason we must limit our research in this field, to the great 
men amon~ the Krirnchaks who are nearer to our own times, about 
whom we Know with certainty of their works, deeds and lives, 
which hel~ed to shape, mold and influenece the trimchak life of 
to-day. Foremost among these men, stands out the great 
persoLalit~ of . the GQ.Pn Hayyin Hezekiah Medini, better known 
as "The Hahqm,~Chief Rabbi At Karasubazar. • 

/ 
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THE HA.HAM 

His Life And Works 

The GQpn Hayyin Hezekiah Medini, was born at 
Jerusalem in the year 1833 to. very pious and noble parent~4 
of good old Frankish family, (who were) exiled from STJain, /U *.,.., 
four hundred years ago. H'is father Rabbi Raphael Niedini, 
wlfo was a great talmudic scholar, taught the boy Hebrew, 
Bible and talmud, and at a very early age the great genius 
of t he boy was discovered by his father and teachers. He 
showed wonderful power of memory and deep insi~ht into the 

teachings of the ancient Rabbis. So profound was his know­
led~·e or the law, that he was granted "Semicba" i.e. ordination, 
at the age of thirteen. · 

Although young Medini had ae~• permission to assume 
charge of a congregation as full fledged Rabbi, nevertheless, 
he preffered to stay in the "Beth Ham1drash" and study, SJ as 
to add lmowledge ana to gain more wisdom in the "Law of God". 
Unfortunately in 1853, his father died, leaving a large family 
without any means of support and this young prodegy was obli~ed 
to listen to the persuasions of his friends, the great Palesiin­
i[l.n F.abbis, who urged him to leave the"halls of tFie Torah; and 
enter tbe actual pracitical ministry. In the same year, at the 
age of twenty, Hayyin Hezikiah Medini, accepted a call and be­
came Rabbi of the Frankish Congregation at Constantinop~e. 

Here in Constantinople he ma de a great many fr1 ends, for 
everybody admired his beautiful character. He also secured :rra.ny 
students who remained his life long friends, who looked up to 
him and honored him as a "Man of God". For from his very .youth, 
the Hahan1 was not only brilliant in letters, but in charac"Ger as 
well. He was true to the COF.rie, unselfish, unassuming, plain 
and meek~good and kind to all. The nobility of his soml attracted 
all people to him, like a magnet.and his kingly appearnace made 
Jew as well as Gentile respect him. 

So rapid did his fame grow and so f.ra;e:rant his good name 
that after servi~g Constantinople Communitf-""tt5r a term of thir­
teen years in the capacity of a 11Dayon", i.e. as member of a 
Rabbinical Court Of Justice, he received and accented a call from 
the largest Krimchak Community in the Crimea• Russia, namely that 
of Karasubazar. ~ 

Karasubazar, as I already stated in a previous chapter, 
contains the largest number of ~rimchaks in the world. There are 
fully eight hundred Krimchak• families in it, but almost all of 
them are uneducated, almost iQTiorant, tartart-like Jewish people. 
When Rabbi Medini arrived to take charge of his new community, he 
was greatly alarmed at the terrible conditions prevailing among 
them. ~e never saw such a congrega tio~ before; Jews who kno~v 
no Juda1 sm, Jews who .O'row up w1 thout tne least knowledge of tne 
Bible and especially the Talmud. Jew~ w~o do not study the law. 
He took pity on them, for they were willing to learn, and he 
settled aown to the task of educatiing and elevating theee poor 
simple hearted good people1 
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4 
feeling that this was a chance, an opportunity to save a whole 

, . conunun1 ty in Israel from reli.O"ious degeneracy and perhaps from 
't l rv,y ran l ultimate religious[destruction.) Like a true Pastor, he, at 

once. conunenced tne work of ''feeding the hunriry sheep•; by estab­
lishing a "'leshibah" or Hebrew Academy, under his personal sup-
ervision and direction, where hundreds of Krimchak young men : 
received instructions in Biblical and Talmudical ... ~·hc~is. He svllj~fT. 
himself delivered the lectures and conducted classes for more 
than thiryt-three years, with the result that to-day the Krim-
chaks and not the Polish and Lithuanian Jews in the Crimea, are 
the most learned in the lainf, and a.t most proficient in Judaism.. ; 
He practically transformed the £cl ii: of the Krimchak Cornmuni ty, L-IFe ! 
raisi~g it to a level that it has never reached before. To-day r

1

. 
one finds great Talmudic scholars amon<\5 them, men of profound 
learning and piety and all of them witnout exception, are the 1 
students that he raised in less than half a century. His influence l 
on the Krimchaks has undoubtedly been the grea tes.it..in their his- i 
tory, for he not only taught them the law and educated them in 
Hebrew, but he also organized them into a solid body and er.~ 
demented them into a concrete unit, as they have never been before. 
He did away with a great many of their superstitions and pointed 
out a new way for tfiem to walk() in, the way of the Torah. 

He, too mor e than any other man, was instrumental in 
!Yetfl\ brin~ing,. before tne public ere' and was the first to present them 

to tne grea t Jewish world, ti:1rough his numerous books, in a new 
light, in the true li O'ht as " good, dear and holy people." 
The Krimcl.1C:ks were li ~tle known ere the Haham came to dwell in 
their midst and even to those few to whom they were lmovm, they 
were known as an ignorant, wild and degraded sect or tribe whith whom 
no one cared to associate. The Haham ¥ras the first to discover the 
nobility of their souls and the -beauty of their naive f§.i th in God. 
He loved them and looked u~on them as his children, and with a 
father's care he trained, fostered and sheltered them from all 
evil. He never missed an opportunity from disuelling the myth of 
obscurity that hung over them all those centuries up to the time 
of his arrival as leader among them. He certainly was a leader, 
a true spiritual guide who reclaimed a whole isolated family to the 
house of Israel. 

The respect and love that existed between the Hahc.m and 
his flock can only be described by the love and devotion existing 
between the'wonder Rabbi", (The Zadik) and his followers, (The 
Hassidim). The Krimchaks looked upon him as a God. They actually 
worshipped the grolmd he walked(urlori.. On every imuortan t matter 
the HeJ:iam was consulted and his aavlse wa s invariaoly taken. A 
Krimchak never brought suit against his fellow Jew in any but the 
court of justice of his Haham. The Haharn's decision was always 
final and always obeyed. No Krirnchakl would dare to violate or even 
contradict the Ha.ham's commands. 

The Hab.am's influence extended not only over the Krim­
chaks at Karassubazar, but all over the Crimea~ Peninsu"J_a

1
, anQ.. 

not only over Krimchaks alon~· , but over all Polish and 11 t nuan1ar 
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Jewish communities in the Crimea. All Rabbis and Shochtim 
referred to him for advise, instruction and guidance in things 
too difficult to be decided by themselves. All over the Crimea, 
even the little children knew who the Baham was. He was called 
Haham becaus~"the first initials of his name which equal''H.a.bam~' 
namely,Hayyin Hezekiah Medini. He reminded one of the days of 
the Jud¥es in Israel, for he actually judged Crimean Israel for 
thiryt-~hree years, an~~is dof'S Israel lived in peace in the 
Crimea. So great was the trust and confidence of the people in 
him, that they would always abide by his decision. He settled 
many quarrels in diff:F~!f;)t dommuni ties and restored peace and 
harmony in ni.any a house in Israel. In fact, his counsel was 
sought even by leading_Babbis from all part-s of ~he new and the 
old world~ For the tb.1rty-three years ne· s~ent in Karassubazar, 
he never wasted a single· minute, but he worKed day and night, for 
the sake of his people;and it is really remarkable what a great 
man of his type.can do, for inspite of the fact that he is the 
most prolific writer of-Teshuboth•of our day; Jie found time, in 
addition, to writing numerous books, alas to attend to a thousand 
~nd one things, which no or~inary man could -possibly do. For 
instance, to care for the widow the orphan, the poor, the shnorrers, 
to reuly to thousands of ~Shaaloth~ i.e. Rabbinical inquiries, not 
only those of his immediate coi:rrnuni ty, byt from all over the world. 
He was often asked by peonle to pray for their sick or entrusted 
with sums of money to aistr±bute amonR the poor. Esnecially"was be 
constantly occupied with giving out certifinates of•"'Semicna-n·· 
and"Kabalah'' to Rabbis and Schochtim from all over crea_t .ion. Every 
author of some new book was sure to come to him to aslr him for 
his''Haskamah"and the good hearted man who could not refuse anybody, 
thus worked ceaselssly and untiringly'to the very day he left 
Ri..ISsia. 

The loveableness of the Gq,on's character is hard to 
descibe. Such types as he represents are very scarce,indeed,in 
our days. He was a real~Zadik~ a man who lived a life of sacrifice, 

Vif E a life of (science' a life of usefulness. .All his interest in the 
·Torah''and in his -people, Israel was of the disinterested kind.­
'Lishmoh: He hatea money. He hated honor. He despised evil. His 
monthly salary amounted only to Forty Rubels, ($20.00) and out 
of that amount he gave about half to the poor. He never would 

, accept a gift or present, not even at his dau~hter 1 s wedding. He 
,.,ys refused to retain a(promisscl)gain from the puolication of his_ own 

books. On the contrary he maae weekly contributions out of his 
own pocket to the publication fund of his books. He would -prefer 
sending his books to poo! but learned people, a~most free. ol 
charge, rather than to rich, who co.ULtpaii the price, but wno co.lf&.D 
not make use of them. He used to say, 1 I want my books to be 
read, not merely sold." He had the greatestresuect for the humble 
laboring man and all his three daughters marrieCl laboring men. _ 
One married a cobbler, the other a tanner and the third a cap~ 
maker. T~1e fr0i!1e:;- tw9 ar~ s t~l+ living- in Karassubazar a1}d tne 
last one is residing in P1ieodic1a. But the Baham's sons-in-law 
in addition to being b:rea!l earners , are ~~k~wise g~eat ~ch~lars 
his QWn pupils, whom he reared and BR'D his Jesn1bah7lll Kara­
subazar. 
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The llilw.m left no sons. Ilis only s on, ·,1}i. o was a 
ve17 ~"'romis ing, brilliant boy, died at a ve ry earl; a E:;e, w!iic~ 
m:: J.c t!ie H:: li.am very sad, but he acceu tecl it subt1iss i velv fro~ 
t'i:..e 1-i..:.n.d of God, since .tllli t was .!-!is \'!ill. 3ut in order"' to ne r -
1?~b.1.a. ~e hi~ n~,:1e, \yhich~a great Lizvah", ~e u.pc1ert~o~ the p~b­
.i~9a. t ~on ~I t !1a ~ gig~n.ti c work pioy'llf as, t ne " 0e~e ~,e:;:e cl". .ae ~ 
11 1~ew1se aonateu ::1any oooks to Ies..-nbotns, bearing .n1s n.s.;:;} e E.21c< 
--c.::.ve every cent !..i.e had to" Zeda.ka h ," f or .t !1e sa,.;e reason, in orJ.er 
to r~o.e em his soul from t ha t f::cec. t puni~J.:ii1:,e n_t of c)..YiE"1g wi t!;lout 
le~v111~ [: son to p~ ~pet~H~.te lns nc.::ie, wiuc.o. !le na1vel.y believed. 
;::.:.s 0:1 c.ccount of n1s sins. 

T::ie Hc..11<;.m ha ted honor . Be never cared for publ icity. 
::e ref:.:s e d. ,e. g.). in and a ga in, to accen t cells from ;j}C;..!lJ' lc=.r;;·e co::r;­
::i:..:.i.'1i ties r:l::o offered !nm a lc.. rt;er salary. He :fel-:.; 'lle could 
serva t~e KriructE~s best . He 1~ew they nee ded him most. ~e 
c~:·e_d rcr t lle. servic~ he could rend~r, not, ~or ~::.i e ~'C:Y c..=.9- .1.:mor 
\L i e ,.; i1e de st~ ised . lie understood t.!1a t by 1".is e cn1c:::. ti on, .c.is 
~.J~_;;.'&t!., i~s, nil? 9rien~al ways and IT12.:r:mers b,¥ his S~p::.:C..r~ic E. :n:i 
.t.:-..1.a~ti:;:u?n or1g1n, ti_ia t by ~hese 1;_U11que a;Tn _ pe~1.1f.1a:r c~!E.r<:-cter-

is-cics, .:ie w£.:.s e s1Jec1ally fitted ror t he .t1 .. r1rr.c.i.i.::.~~1 co~·-·2:.;.l:.ll 1t_y, 
·:::~ c::: !rn ~ct :..1c.Jly did resurrect to life again, aftar ce~tl:.ries cf 
OQ SC:Ti ty, i .;nor2 11ce c.nd illiteracy . He ali7C..:'/S c:.voi cted notcristz 
~~d ·::: .en h e nublis!:.ed h is farnous book on Tal).;1:..ldic stuc~ies, ca2.le:i 
II - - . " ' .... . 1 ~ t £.!!. , . t . t I . . . ~ . 
v~ ·- ...... 1 , i.:.e H~l e a. o a .i.1x .a.is name o. 1 • n vain was !:.:e ass:.~;r. , . . ..- , , . ,.. p ..., ' , 1. t ' . ~ ~ ~ 4,. • • , l . - d 
~:/ ~ · . e .:.:£:.001s er O.LaD.Ct a na. i .uuzn1a .ior ~ 1~e.v1ng puo ..... is.:J.e 

t: .e 11 ..::ede~ Ee::ned" wi tll.out their 0 Has .komoth", fo r it ;1c;.s net ou t cf 
c.:·:-o.;c:.Lce a nd independence on his side, but q·,Ji te tr-_e co!: t:·srJ, ~:e 
·:.c. ;1~ e d. t o livoid j2Ublis~1 ing on 11is boolrn t 21e titles .:L13. bonora.~·i 
·,-, · . "'<.: .,,'t1 1· c'n L')e L-ir1c;,'-o~·.1an·· •f'ranters us1~-- 11 1 · ..,~ ... · ··1· ;-,e ,_o .:: ' 1 .., ...... ;. or '"'f .u.7 . .. : .. - ~ ,~ ... L !_ J.J.VOl\. 'b b ... G. -J G.;..u~.l - L ......... ""'U. t,,_ v _ 

~~lS l'C:.il..:i: . 
T~1e nab.am 17as the mos t hi :rhly ethical .nan I ~:no'.:: oi. 

He ·.7G..5 etr~ics per s onified . He"ran anc-.y"from honor . Be loi;re d. t~e 
good. , t h e right , t:!.rn t ::cue and had. a supreme passion for j us t ice. 
~-: e 2. oved ueace a nd pursued it. Esp ecially was he conside r::..te c..bo;..:.t 
L, e feel i ngs of others. He never co11iJnanded, but uersuad.ed. i n t l:e 
mos t ·olea san t ter:ns of t h e true peace ::1a:rnr and as a r ule ' ::: eople 
:;;&re n:ovec1 b_y his words of wisdom and follov,red his a dvise and 
i nst r i;.ct ions . So great was t he power of his angelic person£:.lit.:,.-, 
L:a t ( some } ·o eople would n ot d2.re to devi:::. te froJ! t he course, Erd. 
aclv i s e he urg-ecl t hem to fallow ' lest t he wr.c.. t h of heaven descend. 
u-o on them. lie was obey ed t hrough love a.ncVies.r as ti.1e a 2cient 
":-:i:i.n of God'1 i n Isreal. He was a :.:1any-s ided :nan , h i i:. p iety di Ci. 
not i nterefere with his deep sym_;pathies, for ever.r thing Jewish . 
:-ie gladly joined all oove-::1ents t 1:a t tended towarci. ~ t l.e uplift and 
i nde•Jendence cf his beloved ueo·ole . He i'!as truely prcua of :L1is 
race~ He wa s one of the first " Hovave .Zion" a nd even favored. t Lc 
modern Zionistic ffiOV~::1ent. I-Ie b ough t, She.kalim and. . dons. te~ ~uch 
money tov·1ard t he na tiona l fund . I n suort , every tting J ew: su r;;;.s 
of t i.1e c--ret:. te s concern to him, be it of whatever c h.e. rc.ctar , it 

0 d 1 L ' t may , he was alv.ra..ys rea y to s uppDrt a 1_1c encours.:·e ~ov~ ... ents v::..c.., 
t ended towarcls t11e better;·::~nt and upl1 fte ;~::.ent or )us i.101,z- -ceo~le . 
For thc·. t reason t he H.ahaill 2s one of t ~1e fen r:1en in Is:rae:tkto- o.ay 
w!10 is honored a .ud loved111"'e1•""!!ll Je,7s L !e world over. "' 

_________ 2.6~-------



I 

I 

OHIO PATTERN WORKS, Cincinnati, Ohio, eantinuation sheet 

The Hahc.m commended the respect not only of his co­
religionist, but strangely enough, of people outside of his faith 
as well. The Turks in Palestine , the Tartars in the Crime a consid-
ered him a "Holy Iitan11 whom they greatly resnected. For not only 
his inner character, the beauty of his soul: but his outer ap0ear-
ar:ice a~ well, greatly impres~ea peopl~ of c:-11 nationali ~ies, cor.JL~and--

ing t.i.1e respect and adnnra t ion of this sa1n tly man. His wonderful 
calm. po.le, wi~e good colUl~enacne, his l~ng gray be~rd? his Tu~kish 
turban and medieval gabardine added to ti1e kingly d.igrn ty of his 
general behavior - impelled all m~n to respect, revere and honor 
.5.is majestic personality. Even the Russian Governmental Authorities 
h~l4 him in high esteem? and when the Roy~l - Order was issued in 
l d86 to deport all foreigners out of Russia; he was allowed to re­
main, through the intervention of governors, professors throughout 
t lle L:rncl of the Czar, in his behal1. 

His passionate love for the Hol.v land equa.led onli! that 
of Jehudah Halevi. He donsidered himself in exile all the t~irty­
three yea.rs he spent in Karasubc.zar among the Krimchaks, and in all 
o ~ his books.published in Russ~a, he e?qJressed in ~he waraies t te:;-ms 
his deep desire and great lon~in~ for his dear Fa ti1erlt'!nd. In his l 
pref<..:i.. ce to the fifth volume OI tne 11 Sedeh Hemed" he writes some l 
very insuiring words concerning Jerusa lem. He even wrote a nlrrnber 1 
of poems-'- the. t are full of yearning, hope and love for Jerusalem. j 
The reasons for his longing for a return to Palestine are manifold. 
First, Palestine W8.S his birthplace, it was the cradle of his nc-.tion 
t !rn center of the uni verse, the place where the 11 Schechinah11 dwells. 
Second, becHnse there l:.e hoDec1 t o co:-i18 in contact with great scholars 

of his likincr, · there he could sit and study the11Torah" and. write 
his greu t works, in Qeace. For in Karasubazar, he ·was too much occu 
1Jied with communal aifairs connected with his off ±ce, so that he · 
could neither study nor write as much as he -cmnted. In Palestine, 
he e:xi)ected to retire from his active ministery and devote all his 
time to study and Talmudic research. 

At last in 1889, his heart's desire was fulfilled, ano 
he returned to Jerusa.lem. The Krimchaks tried their very best to 
keep him, at least persuade him to stay a few more years \vi th thei. 
but without avail. He was determined to leave the Crimea, although 

not without a sense of deep regret, because he was very much 
at tac heel to his community, who saw in !1is departure, ti1e loss of a 
great leader, the egual of whom they never 1w.d and perh~~s shall 
never have 2gain. The feeling of regret a11d sorrow of i1is de-oart­
ure, was therfore mutual. I am sure, no Jewish leader wa.s ever 
given a warmer send-off than the Haham in 1889. Men, women and · 
chi :ldren merched after him, upon leaving· the city of Karasubaza.r, 
with sad a.~ooping head~ and gloomy, faces' ~s the_µgh the father of 
the c911unu~11~y w~~}eavu~g them orp11aned, 1 wl!t~out 2.~y one to hell? 
them in t neir dif f 1cult1~s and comfort t~em in their sorrows. reopl 
from all parts of the Crimea turned out in large nmnbers to meet 
him at the station as he passed by and thousands went as 
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fa! as Sebastopel to see him ~or the last time, whence he 
sailed on steamer to Constantinople. My father who was one 
of his great ·admirers and who too went to Sebastopel to bid 
him gooa-bye, told me he never saw a more touchin~ scene in 
his life . 0 

Works of The Haham. 
The Haham is without question the most prolific writ-

er of Halachic works of.o~r age • . He wrote more than twenty vol­
wnes.of remarkable Ea~b1nic studies, which place him in a. class 
by himself and mark him as the most profound scholar in Rabbinic 
law of our times. In them he exhibits a most wonderful memory t.B. 
t~1e keenest p~rcept~on and d~epest insight into the works and ' 
tp.oug·hts of t l1e anc1e~t .Bab bis of the Talmud. It mE.V be said 
t~1a t he caught the spir1 t of the Talmud as no one else has done 
~nnce. the day of Mo~es Maimon~des. In fact, he · resembles Maimon­
ides in many ways, in style, in ease, · in memory in system and 
in order, and just as we stand in awe, ·and wonder how one man 
cou~d possibly hav~ system,i~ed the "Hal.acha" in such clear, easy 
10~1cal and convenient fasnion out of that awful Talmudic chaos -
i.r:no ~gigantic.work like that of the "Yad-Hachazakah", so do we 
likewise stand 1n awe and wonder, when we consider the O"reatness 
of the almost impossible creation of the Baba.m's stupenaous lit­
erary wor~ <?f the "Sedeh Hemed" - an ~ncyclopediac collection of 
laws, decisions and responsa arranged in a nerf~alphabetio order 
coverinq- almost every('oN'9E;v,.~ques ti on of li~, treated halach1cally 
by the rorrner and latter Eabois~thisGvery day. Such an undertaking 
would be considered remarkable enough bad it been the accomplish­
ment of a whole committee of editors consisting of a number of the 
most learned scholars, especially so when it is the result of just 
one man,'·s brain~ a man who, in aadi ti on to book writing, has baa a 
thousand and one other things to attend to1 as communal leader, ~ 
Rabbi of!large congregations, as leader of his generation the 
world over. But it is an old story, wbat we ordinary men can not 
nossibly even conceive of being accomplished, the genius does 
accomplish and does it well, too. Herein the greatness of ·our 
o-rea t lies. Our Gaon Hayyi'llt Hezekiah Medini has proved it to be 
¥rue. He made the seemingly impossible, possible.and created a 
work which will remain a monw11€nt of glory for all ages to come, 
even as is the work calJ9Mishneh Torali''by the Bambam. 

, Still he was so meek and so humble that he would never 
ad.mi t that he had done anything so wonderful, and he often ~n,yisted 
tbat his friends cease praising his W<?rks, ~ii:ice they conta~n 
nothing profound , sc~olarly nor ~nything ~r~~1n~;i.. 111or un~1ke the 
medieval style Ba:bon1m, he ref!a1ned from· p1+putand T?-lmud~c spec­
ulation. His mind was too logical, too st:ra1ght to til~ point, I 
i:na~ine, to follow their methods of Talmudic study. His system 
wa.s0 almost scientific, clear orderly, direct and to the point. He 
did not believe in"innovations~· and did not depend on his ovm 
learning and scholarship, be always leaJ?.ed upon tl].e ~ncients and 
decided cases of right and wrong ~ccorch!1.Z. t<? Jh~1r1 id~a~ and .. 
decisions in the past. He was ne1 ther a ro.ek11::911vManlaIUr, he u1d 
not dare to take the law in his own hands, but faithfully followed 
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G-aonLn of all e.ges :ras t. 
. ~ 

The &llc.m published his firs~ book 9all ;:~::::t~-~- .... 
le-Eeze 1 -;.~h·' sr~·-rw• in 1865. Tliis boo~\ conta1::::s~ n.:..s :1rsi-
mr.., ..... ~-"--.... , . ·'.} _ ... c:.;.., n .... ............... _ - .... .&.~ • .: -.-.· -a 
17.L..'.:.:.1~'. lC stnd1e s 2.na. respcnsa_. uo""'!:.: e.~ ;.. 1 .... s,7 __ 1.-! ... s ~!:'~~~ 
11 .... -1.,... •• • "' t'· u.- ·11,...m ... ,e '~on "e"'·- 'v:\..co··,::: :· 0 1 v ~ : :r::.E. - L;:; ..... 1 ,T 770T"\ OI !.:.8 .[li:;. G , 1..L. .... <:1. .._, uc;.,.._ ~ ~--- -:- , 
~ • ' 11 -.J, I · , b f ,_. 2 .... · t ' >! - t · i::. ,.. -- - ,- c r or .,~Lt lJ: !::c.a not een arra.re o_ i.; .e .!.G.i.. ~ ,~" .:..: .., .:::. .. 1.;..~ • .!. 

t .:.:. i s bock i s li vin?" with us to-d.:;.y, I woulu. .;e apt to s.s~- l :::e 
it to o::e of b :e · n.1shonizu: 

/*': I:a 1874 }ie edited his secoEd. book a_t . ..;.~r, c~J..lei 
Cr-:i ~ Cn tl:i.is book 1:1hich treats sin:ilar suD i ec ts c..s t::..:.a 
fir:::t, t ~'. s al: '.~hor failed to \7rite his n2.::t:e, b-..rt t!:.rou~-b. ~is 
d.oiicE. t c.::.-~ bless in-=· to his new &rasubaz.c..r congrsg;c. ti on, :ft.o 
b.e~:p~3- !:i;':_ gr e?tly

0
i n his P'?-blication~ v.-e recogr.i::~ its ailtb.or, 

a.::Q ..:..o~: e .L:l!~ t~e Dore for his ur;.assun.ur.5 persor.E:.111.;;. 

''Pc::..~110 th SAdet" is t:b.e DE.I!1e 0£ his tl:ird boo~ of s t:;.d-. . .., "hl . 1 ' t T 1 . 1--.... ' t -ies ~n .:.&.lil;udic Juds.is~. puu is..J.ea s. "..erus~-e~ in, ::; ,__:0 , Cli.:- ~!::.e 
grc.:r. ::i.es t of i::i s works, the most trer:ienctous tas.k a. na. accor::~l1s.!:::3~ t 
of ~is noc~e li:e, is reac~ed in the publ ic2tion of tte ei~~taen 
vol~les cf t fJ.e "Se :i.ah Beoed", ·;;arsa-:7 lSS0-1911. Tilirtee:i. out of 
L:e~· 6 e i .:. !!teen vol11!11es were -oubli shed by the R;::b..:::::a durinC'"' :tis 
1 • - . • - . • • •"" n• 1 - • t ~ ~ • • 
~:.~e . ~1~:e , ~·:u le t:!ie rerr:.a~n1ng I1ve yo ~es ··\~re e ctl ~ Q.cy nis 
ra: t_.c..:uJ.. 2-:r. :. devo ted desc1ples, tl:e crot!lsrs A;.oses ar!a :L-::.,yar, 
Pesa .Go c.~l ;,.br.s.!.:zirn ~sh.};:enaz1. 

. , I~ voh_!.Die. fo~~r~een, t~e publ,i~her ~oseph _ Ze\i l~v, 
p!'1nts tr~e will or t he &nam, w-r1tten ti11r_ty-1our .fears prior t o 
his cleat!:. In it tpe fu:.ill::.I!l ma.kes so::-ie v~r;y ii;.teresti~g st~te:::_a: ~s,, 
but Otl accour.t of t1~e unusual lencth of ins will, I s.c..s.11 oe ocl16ea. 
t o l i::.:i t qy_self just. to those parts wll~ch, t:-re ~est e_ssent~al t<? r:l:f 
_v reEe ::. t tc:.s~r. For instance, he asks in u1s will, t~a t :tis boa.7 
ce wa s hed ~ns~ d~ tpe hous~ .• not outsicie i n ~!le s~rd~ as_ is t!fa c ~1st­
o~ a:nong t .t.!.e. Kr1rcicnaks.. .d.e al~o reqpe~ ts t~ t !lls a.~a t .i:l !!9t ice, in 
~ :i~ pape!S t nroughout :t.c.e world., be orief, JUSt ~~at,in=" "...:11.S.t t ne 
Hc..r:.e.:n , , tL.e author of t he "Se?eh Hemed'J.n0f_KE.lo Via.a, n.aCi pas~e~ S.?fO-J, 
on s ucn a nd s uch a dey and his greatest wish, i\"G.S tn.a t h1 s rr1ena.s 
1*por: p ea!ir:.g ~ f h is ~eparture, s tudy one cnapter in t!1e "Seel.eh H.er;:;.eci" 
Io;· t .!.le oenef l t cf his soul." 

He furt l:.ermore requests tr..a. t no eulogies be ~de after 
n1s.death a nd no preachers invited to puclicly~le~ent t i e loss ~d 
¥!a1se t~e life work of the dece~sed. On his toobstone, t e requests 
t!iat jus t t he following be written, without t ile a ddit ion of anJ 
title s w'r..a tsoever, "Tlns is t:!1e monumen t of Ha,yyin Hezekiah t:e uini, 
son of KG.lo Vida, (his mot1er 1 s ·name) who died on s ucn and such a 
day, rnE.y ht"s sol~l rest in peace, 2nd blessed be he who wi l l s tudy 
a chapter of 1:ishnah or read a psalm for t!1e bene f it of nis sod." 
He likewise mentions in his will that no one be s~oking in t he roo~ 
where he gives up his ghost for seven days afterh is death. Tl.18. t 
many books be placed on the table i n t ha t room so t ha t anlone who 
wishes to study for the peace of his soul~"d.o so. 
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He even mentions in his will how much tho funeral directors 
ce i~<J.id for their work uncl,stran[;e enou;--h , he requests tl'lat 
his fine Sabbf! th clothes be sell t buck to Karasub.;.~ar to the 
brothers Pesah and sold there, because in Pe:.lestine they 
would not be sold for as good a price. lie furt heri!lore advises 
tlla t each one of his };Upils buy a piece of his clo thinG", remark­
ing "Tlla t they need not fear lest they contriict a dise~se t!irou5·h 
t~1e:::i because I never had a contagious disease in my life, but in 
case I con tract one, in time, ere I die, let them sell t h e::n. to · 
E:.a Turks.'!'. 

After giving a long list of borrowed books he asked to 
be returned end enumerati.lil.g the names of many Jesiboths to which 
[rn beg_ nests his ovm boo ks, he speaks about lus life work, the 
"Sec1eil Hemed" saying, that in cas e he dies ere he completes the 
zrea t task, that his beloved disciples hl.ayer and 1ioses, Pesah and 
_ .... _i.;r.:.=. ~1.s.m .Ashkena zi be entrusted to complete and edit his works', but 
on condition that they do neither add nor subtract from what he 
wrote on the subjects treated in the "Sedeh Hamed." These true 
disciples toiled untiringly day and night, in the work of arr a ng- , 
i ng and conying the works of t110 He.ham, which were ori$inally 
·.n 1tten in"' the l!1 rankish script, used by the fu:.bam unti..L they 
fina lly completed all the editions of the Sedeh H~me~'. that is 
to say, from the letter ~iem, where the Haham left off, to the 
ls.st letter of t .le alphabet. But had it not been for the personal 
dev~tio:r;i of the publisher, Jose:eh Zevi Lev, to the Haha~n and his 
admir2 ti on for tirn great Gaon of Karasubazar, the "Seden Hemed" 
woul c.l never per!iapsl' been completely edited and published as we"HAVt 
now see it. hlr. Lev is one of those typical Jewish publishers 
who are just as much interested in the contents of the books they 
publish as t hey are in the mechanical and profitable part of the 
bus iness. Joseph Lev is himself a great scholar and the son of 
an old family or schole.rs. He is also a very pious and God fe2.l·­
L1g Je\'f. His interest inthe HahE.m's work vms intense because he 
.::.purecia ted t he great learninG' .of,; the He.ham, and learnedr0 1ove 
hi~1 through his business dealings wl!ich were so supremely honest-
ly conducted. Mr. Lev says,aga1n and a~in,that t b.e motive t hat 
u
1

rompted him to edit aJ.l the Hah.am's m r .Ks was purely out .of(the) 
ave for the Hallnam and the honor of having his name associated 

with the &ham's great personality. He confesses that there was 
no money in it and that the work was hard, but he is glad he did 
it iust the same. Such publishers deserve a separate place in our 
literature c..rld I always v11sh WE" Jews had given our great publishers 

the place they occupy _in the ~entile liter~ture. There is much mc:re 
to be said on the subJect, bu~ I fear I said alreadv too much as it 
is. I shall add just this, the story goes that on the second night 
after the Baba.m's death, some musslen~n stole in gently into the 
ce;netery where he was buried and e ttempted to di~ his body out of 
t he grs:ve. and carry. hir:i. to their cemetery, but tne ir sclieme ''.as 
luckily discovered in time and a guard wa s placed on the Je\V;1sh 
cemetery to gu~rd the remains of the Haham. 
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Harkavy - Die ~uden tmd die Slavischen Sprachen 
.. Vilna 1867 

Pinsker - Lickute Kadi.--ioniot - Vienna, 1860 

Firkovitch - Abne ZikfXion - Vilna, 1871 

SoLclov - SepJ.1er Hc.shana.h - rlarsa.w , 1900 

:i?a Ln - ~:~ 1 ci:i.s.je Ha'kra.im - Halicz , 1908 

1?ar:lell- Beth Ilalmebeth Haha tik, Pietro~cov, 1912 

De ir.ord - 1~asa Bekazi Ohi Krim - \farsaw, 1879 

Dein~rd - Toldoth Eben Reshef - ~,, i1arsaw, 1874 

"."ieissenberg - Krankhei t und Tot bei den Siidrussischen 
Juden-Globus. 

Bronscheverig, 1907 

Karpeles - Geschichte der Judischen Li tera turf: 
Berlin, 1903 ' 

Ducnov - Is tonicheskaya Tayna Krim,- Yevrcyskaya StarillE:., 
St. Petersburg, 1914. 

Kutschere - Die Chazaren - Vienna, 1910 

Je issenbert?,', - Yevreyi V 1Turkes tanie ,-Yevreyskai1-a Starina., 
St.Petersburg, lS 2 

Fishberg, - The Jews - New York - 1911 

:Ialevis - Kusari, '.7arsaw, 1902 

Baim - Pamyat C'Chufut-1\B.le - St.Petersb~·rg , 183.7 

Hamegid - ~th Year- Nur..1bers 20-36 

Zunz - Gesarnmelte Schriften - Berlin, 1875 

81 



I 
OHIO PATTERN WORKS, -~incinnati, Ohio, Cont111uatlo11 Shfft 

__.,---~h - Firkovitch A. - Leipzig, 1876 

Geiger's Zietschrift - Berlin, 1865 

Geiger - ~elo Hophnaim - Berlin 1840 

Geiger - Urschrift - Breslan, 1857 

Gllrland - Ginze Israel - St .Petersburg, 1866 

/Deinv~l. - Masa Krim- \larsaw, 1878 

,_T e•.visb. Encyclopedia - New York, 1901-1906 

Yevreys1caya Enziklopedia - St. Petersburg, 1915 

Eisenstein - Ozar Israel - New York, 1913 

Lev insolm - Tahe:.r Hc(sopher - ~1arsaw, 1901 

Lev i ns olm - Beth Yehuclah - VJa.rsaw, 1901 

lcvinsohn - Teudah 3 e-Israel - ~?arsaw, 1901 

!.~ ed ini - Mikta b lle-Hizikiyahu - Symrna, 1865 

I.~ed ini - Or-Li - .Azmir, 1873 

~edini - Pakkuoth Sadeh - Jerusalem, 1900 

r.~ed ini - Sedeh Hemed - Ylarsaw, 1890 - 1911 

Korbokov - Ye k2. terina ll-Yev1·ayskaya Kolorinzazia 
Yevrayskaya Stlina. 

St. Petersburg, 1910 

Gorka vi - ffovaya Kiniya 0 'Cha.zarach-Yevreyskaya 
Staina. 

St. Petersburg, 1910 

Beilin - Koe-Chto O'Ziminskich Subbotnikach 
Pereyshitoye, 1913 

Molos tvov - Yilideystvuyuschie V1Russkom Sectaustve, 
- Perezshitoye, 1911 

Hark{vi - Al tjudische Denkrnaler Aus Der Krim, 
J St.Petersburg, 1876 - _...., . 

si1ver::•D.ll - Hamagia v. NoLfk -1876 
, 


