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INTRODUCTION.

A nation's conception of life is conditioned and shaped by its hig=
torical exprrience;this historical exparience is determined in part by ‘
the gesographical positioa of the natien and the characterlof its country.
If a na}Lon is outnide the line of communication that runs frem ene point
of civilizatlon to anether,this nation’s experience will be practically
simple,psacaful and indigenous,as is the experiencs of an iselated vil-
lage or o an individual who seclundes himself from society;on the othari
hand,1f a nation lies directly across the path whieh other peoples must

traverse 1a their conduct of trade or war,this natien's experience will

be ecomplex,agitated and mingled with alien elements,am is the etpdﬁi'

s, .‘r"_‘{ [ Te

of a city which 18 the meeting place of many reads of éommarea'ér’if'gvf.
- . '_'_,j i le
man who lives within the circles of activity and who feels the rush and

sweep of social ecurrents, 4
1
i

This general truth,operative at all timna,was partienlarly applieca=
tive in ancient days. in the twentieth centurﬁ the telegraph and the .
press carry the news of the world into avery cormesr of the earth and so
make us all participants in the whele of contemporaneous historg;in the
age of EBgypt,Assyria and Israel the only avenues of commuinicatien were tle
great trade routes and the only indtruments were the inclidental travel=-

lers,caravans and armies. It is necessary,therefore,in studying the con=
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tion of war and peace in the Bible to consider first the geographical
positioa of the anciant Kingdoms of Israel and Judah.

Palestine is sitnatad midway hetween the two continents of Asia and
Africa;on the north are the Lebanon Mountains,on tha south and east are
the dessris of Arahla,on the wept i the Mediterranean Sea,and along this
waatnrA coast 1s the one graat trade ronte that leads from the Nile to tle
Euphrates. The significance of this pesition can be fully appreciated
when we racall that on the hanks of the Euphrates rested the vant Assyr=-
lan Empire and that Egypt extanded alon:g the Nile. REgvot and Assyria |
#ere the (wo great world powers of Antiquity,for centuries Ehey struggled
with each othar in a gigantic conflict,and in order to reac’h each other

they were forced to pass through Palestine and to march over the route

that streiched nerih from the land of Egypt to the hroad Plain of Esdrae=-
lon, thence north east to Damageus and thence sast to Ascyria. George :
Smith (HGIMpp.147-156) draws for us a vivid picturs of these mighty ar=
aiss tramping back and forth,meating and elashing in the heart of Byri;
and within sight and hearing of Israel and Judahjand it requirss but 11;@1
tle reasening to preve the consequent influeicea that these two small kiné
dome must have suffered,hordering as they did upon this "highroad of eciv=-

ilization and the battle-field of empires®™ (ibid p.6). Placed between

|
a
these two powerful poles the Israelites and the Judeans were constantly I

fearful of their fate; thav inclined #w to sne and now to the ether,play=-

ing for the favor and the support of each,and hence,an enemy to both.This

political struggle in all 1lts vacillation and weakness:is mest painfully
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seflected 1In our hast mource-books of the peried,the Books of the First
Isaiah and of Jeramiah., REach of these Prophets insisted that Judah's
salvation lay in nentrality,as we ghall see later,and hoth fought uncease

.
ingly against the waves of Egyptian and Assvrian Culture.

Palestine itself is divided intd four natural sactions,running north
and” south (G.A.Smith:HGHLpp.45-569). Beginning at the Mediterranean Sea: "
thare 1s first the Maritime Plain,then a central range of meuntains,next
the Jordan Valley, and finuaﬁ? another range of mountains which slop; (94
into the desert. The central raange south of the Plain of Bosdraslen shapes
itself gradnally inte a table-land with an average helght of 2400 feet,

and it was upon this table-land that Judah was situated. This home a-

mong the nills gave the people a decide advantage in hoth war and p=ace;

it affordad them an opportunity teo defend themselves in the mountains
and the passeshs they often did from their entrance into Canaan evan dﬂlzj

to Maccabsan times and the Bar Cochba Rebellion;and during the branthin‘ﬂé

gpalls that Egypt and Assyria were compelled to take it permitted thtm-?j
develop 1i comparative security. These facts concerning the position y
the character of Palestine will discless their impertanca in sven a pr05;<

B |
liminary study of the kind of war the Israelites and the Judeans waged, ,:
the ritwual and laws aceompanying it, the purpese of their war and the r;-;i

lation of Jahwe to the battles of his psople.
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CHARACTER 0OF WAR.

In the Bible the word™war™ hunbo covers a widw range of facts and e-
vents with only this 1ln commen, they all invelvs combat and struggle. J.C.
Todd (P.&R.1InA.TI. p.50) says:"When a neighboring tribe tries stealthily
to drive off the cattle,gnd the clansman turn ent te chase the marauders
away,that is'war. When Assyria pours like a fleed ever a happy cpuntry
and vuins it forever,that,too,is ‘wari™ On the way te Palestine the Is-
raclites Tought a nugher Ar warse; they almest had to fignt their way te

the Promised Land. The acceuats of these wars ares coatained in the Peata~
tench (Bx.17:8-13,Num.21:1-3,21-%5,5121-564),but tha stories are so workeé
over that 1t is diffienlt to do more than infer the character of those

early struggles with Amalek,the Kings of Arad,ths Emerite§Bashan and the

Midianites. There seems to be 1little doubt that the Israslites wandering
in the Wilderness were only nemads in culture and thought. As such,th :
method of warfare must have heen extremely simple. Nomads combine clans
and go out to hattle principally for plundsr or new possessions , or in - |
order to protect themselves from those whe wish to ravage or dispossess |
them. This ne ,doubt,was what the Israelitish tribes didjon the approeach |
of an enamy thay mustered out all who wers able te bear arms ,and it accmaé
conducted their attack in accordaqu with ne devised plan%ow when they

wished to change their ahode they simply sent spies te search out the

distriet ecoveted(Num.13:1-33)and raided the regien with what skill they
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could.(Barton:8.K.0. p.38,BenzigersArch. p.356).

When the Israelites entered Canaan they found cenditlens that were
very different from (Lhese of the desert,and consequently they were com=
pelled tu change their tactics of warfare. The inhabitants ef Canaan Ead
developed an advanced civilizatlion and lived in cities walled high and
strongly fortified(Num:13:28,Deut.1:28,Jesn.14:12). It was impessible
for the Iasraelites te capture these cities at ence with their primitive
nemadic metheds,se they encamped and settled in the epen country,where
indeed they were not always safe(ISam.13:6) Again and again they were
evercome and enslaved and driven inte caves and forests and hills. Each
time , however,a delivorﬂﬁroaa in the person eof the so-called Judges. These
men,filled with a warlike laspiration which it is difficult feor us to ap=
preciats,wvon the cenfidence and co-eperation of the scattered tribes and.
led them en to viectory(Smend:LARp.60). The sirdéngest of these men initi=

ated A tactical mevement which preved successful and which was repeated }

inte three bands and fell upon the enemy at night from three different

by later leaders. Gideen in his attack on the Midianites divided his man+
sides at the same time.(Jud.7:16-21) This wag a great imprevement on thc‘

early method of frontal rush onslanght,and Saul tried the plan with aqual‘

success in his merning attack upon the Ammenitea.(ISam.ll:11) |

The methed of taking a city witheut siege engines is described in

Jud.20:30~44. Here the Israelites lay an ambugsh around the eity andlthen
"

draw the defenders off by feigning a retreat,but while thes men are pur-

sulng the retreating host the amhush rises and snizfjthe place. The same




ruse was practiced by Joshua in his attack en Ai(Josh.8:10-24) But se
far there ic no mention of a planned campalgn and a delibsfata seige. The
tribes were 8till in a trihal state and were not so clesely bhound teogeth=
er that they ceuld make a joint expedition against their enemies. Even
in theses first attempts a2t self-protection and vnessessien all the tribes
d1d not unite(Jud.5116-17,8:1) (Benziger:ifirch.p.360,Newack:Arch.p.368).

At the inauguration of the kingdom the new and psrmenent army ef the
Israelites came into heing. Sanl was no soensr proqéimad king than he

began te Tix the military 1life ef his people;he openly chooses three th°“§3

men frem the hests that he had 1led to triumph against the AZmmonites(ISam.
13:2)and two thousand of these he kept at Michmash and one thousand at
Gibeah in Benjamin. Later(ISam.17:55)we find that he has a captain in
command o hie army. DPavid esven in the wilderness te which he fled had
a small army of six hundred men(ISam.23:13),bnt there is no reason for

Mo

assuming with Benziger(Arch.p.358) that then; 8ix hundred men formed the
kernel of the army that he organized later. The army had already taken
ghapa nnder Saul and what David did was te enlarge and discipline it. And
umder David'n leadership the army did beceme an efficient instrument of
war,for with it he overcame all the anecient enemies of Israel and extend=
ed the Xkinzdom te 1its furtherest limits. What this army was in its fnll;
est, form we c&n dicover frem the deseriptions referring te the reign of .
Solemon. MWot enly infantry,bnt cayalry and chariots Selomon pessessed in

great number.(IKings 5:6,10:26). 115. durinz his reign,it appears,the

Israelitec hegan to strengthen Jermsalem and te build = series of r?;g?’
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resses which were to act as a defence to the country(IKings 9:15).

From this aecount ef the warfare ameng the Israelites two thinge are
evident; first,that the Israslites preogressed in their military methods
from the simple nemadic raid and rush te a highly erganized system ofarmy
discipline and tacties;second , that the Israelites were decidedly a.warh
like people,and that they nngaged‘in war for heth self-protection and .
conquest,which in ancieat timesn meant dispossessing ethers of the land
theayv inhabited and ealled their home. As to the first,Benzigar(Arch.pﬁWﬂ
clnims that the Israslites learned their art of war from the Canaanites,
and this ¢laim he supnorts with verses which seem to prove his pesitien.
As te the second,all that ean be sald i1s that the Israelites believed
that thev wers aeting in accordances with the wishes and decrees of their
Ged, How intensely deep this belief was,we shall see in the discussien

of the next subject,namely,the Ritual of War.

{
. |
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RITUAL OF WAR.

In the Bible a numher ef custeme are mentiened in cennection with

ar which help us te understand the coneceptien ef war that the Ieraelites

;ld. In the first place, it is necessary te censider the means by which
he memhers ef the army weres gathered together. During the scattered
ribal state twe means are knewn. When Ehud decides te heagin the war a=-
ainnst Maab he blews the wsi1w en Meunt Ephraim and this acts as a aignai
or the men te assemble.(Jud.3:27). Gideen (Jud.6:24) dees the same in
is own city and alse sends messengers threugh the tribes. And Saul ,toe,
depts the same means(ISam.13:3),but “blows the Shefer tnreugheut the
and™. The second means has net yet been explained aatiefactoriiy. In
he Beok of Judges (19:29) there is the stery teld ef a Levite who cut
is eutraged ceneubine inte pieces and sent the pleces to the twelve dif-
erent tribes eof Iaraoljh As a result all Israel gathered together feor

ar (ibid 20:1). And when Saul hears ef the plight of the men ef Jabesh
ilead he alpe cuts the exen with which he had been plewing ,inte parts

d sends the parts te the tribes(ISam.11:7). W.Rebertsen Smith (RS Pp.
02,note 3) cenjectures that this form had a sacramental sense eriginally
nd Schwaliy (8K p.52-54) believagthat it was a rite threugh which the
ribes were beund together in & cevenant. In the Prophets the blewing eof
he Shefer is speken of (Jer.4:5,6:1,Ez.7:14)and in additien there is an=

; '
pther eustem suggested,namely,the raising ef the "ensign”® 04(Is.5:26,Jer.

.9,&(.,“,@ x‘a)f %u et Wimfr( g,ém,, % {O'W ofm .I
g com il g2 e gl SEpg
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After the men were assembled,and not infrequently,after the battle.

4:6,51:12).

was begun,it was the eustem te censult some kind ef eracle in the case of
deubt er distrass in war. Before the battla Gideen (Jud.7:13) bases hic

QA
hepes upen a dream that a Midianite,one ef the enemy told;Samuel (ISam.

26:7) eensults the Witeh of Ender and persuades her to cenjure up Samuels
y A5

spirit;tha Israelites af®tr the defeat at Bethe: censulted the ark (Jud.

20:27) yand Saul made use of the same instrument at Gibeah;David at Ziklag
2 inquired of the Ephed;and Jeheshaphat and the King ef Israel seek the ad-
vice of a prephet of the Eternal(IKings 22:5-18). In ISamusl 28:6 three ‘
eraclas are enumerated,dreams,Urim and nrephets;perhaps thesé were the
regular instruments threugh which the Israslites consulted Ged's will.
Sehwally (SK p2l-25) adds te these mentioned abeve the stafr—masic,tho‘
arrew-magie ,and the sun-magic. Fer the first he finds a preof in the
stery of Meses .nhha meuntain arbitrating the battle by the raising and
lowering of his hand in which was the o alxanbe ,and in the stery ef i
Jeshua net withdrawing the hand in which he held the spear bhefore Ad (El.j
7:9,Je8h.B226); fer the nerWQhe quotes the ineident in whieh Elisha bidas
the King of Israel te sheot an arrew eut the window and te smite with the |
arrews upon the ground (TIKings 13:14-19);for the sun-magic he adduces thj;

erses in which Jeshua ecemmands the sun te stand still (Jesh.l1l0:12) and

!
j
the miracle 9f the sun-dial which Isa#ah predicted te Hezakiah (IIKings !

2Q:8). For each ef these casas Schwally discevers analegies in a cunn‘?f'

pardtive study of ethnelegy;but his arguments are net convincins..;pttg"
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ly the case of the arrew-magic and of the gpun-nuglej;aside froem the weak-
ness of such reasening by analegy, the text of the Bible deoec not naturaks
ly admit of the interyretation which he would give it; the case of the | ?
staff-magle 18 plausable and the inference that he draws is justified,
namely, that the staff Meses used was the same ene that he had violdad;in
the preseace of Phareah. \
Aneihar custem coenn&cieu vith & war-eampaign was tne sacrifice or
burnt-effering. At Bethal all Israel takes part in the sacrifice (Jud.
20:2G);at Mizpah SBamel officilates at the altar (ISam.7:9);and at Gilgal,
in the absence of Samuel ,Saul makas the effering (ISam.15:10). The sacris=
fice that Gideen effers (Jud.6:26),and the vew er Japhthah (Jud.ll:sl) |
seem 1o have the same significance. The ebject of this sacrifice W Reb~

ertsen Smith (RS p.402,mstmxX) considers te have been coasecrative, it

\
-

consecraied the warrierffer his task. Smend (LAR p.156) and Marti tGIR pe
71) believe that threugh this saecrifice the Israslitss assured themsslves
of the help of Jahwe and secured his faver. The context eof the passagen
quoled rather faver the @pinien of Smend and Marti;the sacrifice seens {¢
pe & surrendering up of semething in return fer which Ged ia te grant hisf

s ilstance and victery. l

|
Pl g e !
S Aty

& phrase frequently used te declars war in the Bible is ash T =
te ceonsecrate va?'.(It.lS:S,Jar.6:4,51:28,J¢ol 4:9,Micah 3:5). This =

phrase has been sxplained by citatiens frem eolher verses and is taken te

mean that the warriers are te censecrate themsslves,orineipally hy sexs

ual abstinence, The basds fer this interprestatien is feund in the
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since yesterday and the day before,(For the tranalatien ef W\«y as"taboas™
pae W . Rebartsen Smith:RS p.456);and in the refusal ef Uriah te sleep in
his ewn home whils the army is still in the field.(ISam.21:5-6,I18am.11:
11). It is prebable,hewever,that the phrase nwnbo wap ht‘a.d‘a. wider
meaning. David (ISam.21:6)says that the weapens alse will be censecrated
and Schwally (SK p.49-52) rightly ealls eur attentien te the custems of
aneinting the shield (Is.21:5,TISam.l:2l)and of fasting (ISam.7:6,Jud.20:
26). He insists tee that the burnt-effsring (Jud,6:19,2¢,20:26,18am.7:9,
13:9) was a saerifice of explatien fer the warriers. But whatever inter-
pretailen we give these passages they all bear witness to the sacred sig-
nifiecance which the ancients cenceived war te pessess(Martl1:GIR p.33 and
Smend:LAR 1,.146).

A further preef ef this pacred significance of war is discevered in
the a=n er Bann.The eriginal and extreme feorm of this paff*ia centained
in the cemmand eof Samusl te Saul (ISam.15:3):Ge and smite Amalek and put
a p&pn en all which he has,and snsew ne pity te him. Theu shallt slay beth
man and weman,babe and suckling,ex and lamb,camel and ass. Ia this 2222’_
Smend [LAR p.39) sees a present te Ged,and Benziger (Arch.p.363)sses a
gift of thanks fer Ja&hWe'® help and alse the anger of Jahwe teward his
enemisas. Schwally (8K p.29-44),en the other hand,believes that the Bann

——
means nething mere than a tabee and that fer this reasen it is annihilate
ed. In this case his argument is o1px1ncing and safe. In all these an-
cient rites,then,it is clearly evident that the Israelites cenceived war

te be hely and,thersfers,under the preiectien ef Jahwe.




LAWS OF WAR.
The legislatien en war in the Bible is centained in Numbers echap.3l
and in Deuterenemy chaps.20 and 23:10~15. Numbers chap.3l tells the full

stery of the battles with Amalek,and frem this stery ii is net aifficult

to deriva the rollofing laws. A thousand men sheuld be mustered frem
each trihe te ferm the army;tha priest sheuld aceempany the army wita the
sacred instruments and with the trumpets;every male ef the enemies should
be slaln,yeung and eld,and alse all females whao had held interceurse with
men; the cities were te be burnt; the animals were te¢ be preservéd;all nei-
al geeds shenld be purified in fire and what can net stand the fire ahsuid
be purified in water; the marriers sheuld remain eutside the camp fer sev=
en days and shewld purify themselves en the third and sewenth days;all ‘
spoll taken should be divided between these whe went te war and these whe
remained at heme,and frem each pertden a tribute sheuld be levied fer the
priests and the chitos.

These laws are very interesting when they are cempared with the rit-
wal eustems discussed in the last sectien. The eunstem ef censulting an ‘
eracle 1s paralleled in the law that the priest sheuld aeceecmpany the army

with the sacred instruments. By the "sacred instruments®™ ne deubt the

Urim and Thumim er the Ephed are_g9!pt.§n extreme cases the Ark itself

——

wan earriaed inte the battle (ISam.4:4),and this custem we find mentioned

in Numbars 14:44 as if it were a regular arrangement in warj;but there is

d —_— |
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ne reasen fer assuming that in the "sacred inatrumenta®™ the ark was alse
ineluded. Further,it 1s werth while (o netica that the ?ﬁfﬁ is given
here as a law,but in a medified form. In ISam.15:3 "man and weman,babe
and nunkling,;x and lamb,camel and ass™are te slaughtered; in this imw of
Numbers the virgin females are kept as captive and the animals are pre-
served and the geeds taken as speil is purified and retained. A rcanoﬁ
fer this differenece might he feund in NDeant.20:14-18 where the extreme
form eof th'_fffﬁ.ia referred te enly the cities eof Canaan,and the medi-

fisd form te the cities afar eff;but Deut.20:14~18 seems te he an after

theught,and in additien te this the hatred against Amalek is se intense

threugheut the Bible that is is hardly cenceivable that any ‘medificatien
weuld be extended te the Amalekites and te their pessessiens. A mere
plaua%plc sxplanatien is that Numbars 31 is later than ISam.15:3 and this
explanatien is sustained hy these ether laws which must be later since nec
hint ef their eximtenee ip feund in the ritual eustems. In the first
place a theusand men are mustered frem each tribe; this ceuld net have
been dene during the tribal state,fer we have seen that the tribes were
scattered and respended te the eall fer war enly as they wished. In the
second place the warrlers are cemmanded te pass threugh a service of lus=-
tratien for peven days ap result ef their centact with the nlain;nothing‘
cerrespending te this law is suggested in eur seurces fer thejperied of
the pettlement. The law evidently dgtea frem the time when the cult of

Levitical uneleanness came inte practice. And thirdly,the law that the

speil sheuld be divided batween the warriers and these whe stay at heme ;




1
is witheut deubt based en the custem eof David (ISap.30:20-24),as is in~ |
jeed stated in ISam.30@:25. The law that & tribute sheuld be lavied f.;
the priests and the Levites certainly cemes frem the time when thepriest~
heed had beceme an established institutien. Hence,we can safely say that.
these laws in Numbers 31 are later than the ritual ecustems,and that they
merely tentinue seme of the rites of war.

The passage in Deut,23:10-15 plainly erdains the purity ef the camp.
The camp is te be kept frt; of all uncleanness. As Marti says (GIRp.33),
this law peems tLe connect itself with the custem called the 'conaccrgtio;
of war™,and can he well considered with the custem of szexual abstinence.
Schwallf,howavar,has a different interpretatien;he elaims (SK p.67-68)

that the law traces itself back te superstitien and a bellef in demens.

*0f fenbar galt dear heme cacans dimenischen Einfliissen besenders zuglng-
lich®. The demens it is suppesed made the eamp impure and prevented Jah~
we frem abiding thareinjand further,the custem er law that ths exerement
ghemld be ceverad with sarth alse is very anciant, Seme primitive pecple
believe that if an enemy finds the excrement ef his eppenent he secures

& certain pewer ever his eppenent by burning the exerement er by dealing

with it in seme magieal way. This interpretatien ef the passage is cer-
that
tainly suggestive,and it may bn beneath the law whieh has been eonnidortd
Y
te have enly & Hyvglenic significance there lies a very anclient Jewish

—

supsrstitien and domonology. This eonolunion,ntvorthtlcaa sheuld be ae~

e i

cspted with seme reserve;ws nust again bear 1n mind that Schwallv reasens
by analegy and that it is dangereus te explain a law by assuming a prier

/] Ot 4 4% Trwe Ma;”j ‘/)» ‘
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custem parallel te ene feound ameng ether primitive peepla. If a demen-
- —

————

elegy undérlies this law it evidently has heen fergetten, has been eut-

i

grown by a leng peried ef time and has been superceded by anether cult,
namely,that ef heliness. The camp is te be kept hely (v.15) in nrdcrq
that Jahwa,wiie i hely,may remain within it and give his people aid and
victery. In this last peint we ence meres see the intimate relatien that’
tha Israsliter halieved to exist hetween their deity and their hattlec.
In Deutsrenemy chap.20 anether series eof laws ie given. Accerding
the mepN
te this series Lhe priest sheuld appreach the assembled army and axhor-tA
L0 have eguraxe and te remember that Jahwe will Tight fer them;feur claspe
#5 of man sheuld be exempt frem service,these whe have built‘a heuse and
have net dedicated it ,these whe have planted a vinevard and have net used
the fruit thereef (lit.net prefaned it),these whe have betrethed a weman
and have net married her, these whe are faint-hearted and whe weuld dis~
ceurage ethers; the eity te b~ attacked should he made A fermal effer of
peace, if this effer is refused,the eity is to/i&ken and the males are te
put te death,wgila the wemen and cattle and geede are te he kept an speil,
that is,1if the city is afar tfriir-the eity is within the land ef Canaan,
it ir te be utterly destreved,in erder that the inhabitants may net taacﬁ
the Israelites idelatreus eustems;and finally,during a siege the fruit-

trees of the vicinlty sheuld net be eut dewn.

Driver,in cemmenting en this ehﬁPtar (Cem.te Dout.p.236-2400,hcnda

|

his diewssien with the werds:"Three laws designed te secure Sclr-contrll.:

and Ferbearance in the Cenduct ef War®;and he quetes (p.236)the fellaw
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sentences frem Dillman,after Ewald,Antiquities,p.3l4:"These laws are pe-
culiar te Dt.:their aim,hewever,is net te regulate the entires ceucuct of
war,but enly te check the bharparity and eruslty with whiech it was carried
en by meny ancient natiens,especially hy the Assyrians,te bring it,as far
as pessible,undar the influence of the higher meral spirit ef Israel's
religien,and te seacure reagegnitien fer the elaims of humanity and medera=
tien";and in cemmectien with verses 5-7 he says:®These previsiens are a ‘
remarkable illustratien ef the sympathetic regard fer the interests and
feelings of ethers,which characterizes the auther ef Dt.". Schwally (SK
p.99)says: "Ieh glaube nun den Nachweiss erbracht zu haben,dass Deut.20,
5-8 nieht ven einem uUberspannten und unpraktischen Philanihropon des Jéd-
enthums haerryvhrt,sendern auf uralten Brauch zoruckgeht™. These twe epin-
iens placed sido‘by slde shew unmistakably the diffieulty ef 1nterpretin&
such & passage as this at the present time, If Driver ie right,the verses
reveal an idealism which weuld plaece tham very late;if Schwally is cer-
rect,the verses betray a superstitieus belief which weuld earry them baek
te vary ancient times.

The basis upen whieh Schwally werks is,as may be suspected,a primi-
tive Jewish belief in demens,either indigeneus te the Jahwe cult or de~
rived frem the Canaanitish religiens. Heuses were infested by demens and
were cleansed ef them and their influence by the ;arvica of dedicatien;
vineyards and fislds were everrun by demens and were rescued frem theijy '
pewer by the sarvice of censecratien;brides were besieged by demens and. .

were shielded frem their attacks enly by the service ef marriage. The ql




17.
gn,bhcrtfnra,who had & heuse te dedicate,er a vineyard te gather the
Prult'rrom,or a bride te marry,was in seme way cennected with the demens,
/ap made unclean by them,and was fer this reasen prevented frem taking -

)art in the war,whieh was a hely service. This,evidently,is Schwally's

seurse of argument;but behind this argument rests the thesis ef his beek,

vhich may be stated as fellews: The Jahwe religien was a cult of holincs;ﬁ
var was & ferm and an expressien ef this cult;hence any ene whe was un- |
hely ceuld net take part in war. In erder te preve this thesis ef ceurse
it i necepsary te shew that every thing cennected with war hae a hely
character and that every ene excluded ie in seme way unhely; this Schwally
undertakes te de,and,as we have seen,at all times he is net cenvineing,
and certainly net cenclusive. On the centrary,he semetimes epens hims;lf
te the charge of mere cenjecture,as will he elear frem a mere careful ex-
aminatien of his treatment ef thase few verses in Deuterenemy. ;
|

Tt may be true that the greundwerk and the metive of - these fowr.lawe
whieh exclude four classes of men frem military service was a Jewish bo--l
lisf in demens. The exiestence of such A& belief weuld explain the laws,
we must admit,but a ecause which merely explains an effect is net utc.l;
sarily the true cause. We may see a heuse en fire and say that the caﬁlc
was an ever-heated steve, this weuld explain the fire,yhereas the true
cause may have besn &n ever-turned lamp er the -toppi;g en a mateh, In

erder te preve eur ecauss the true ene it is necessary te first preve ite

existenee and then preve its causal cemnection with the effect we wish'te

explain., Sechwally,therefere,sught te first preve the existence of demon=
|
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legy ameng the TIsraelites and then preve its ecausal ecoennsctien with the

13.

aws whieh he wishes te explain by it. This ne dees net de,inatead, he
spumss the belief in demens by analegy with ether natiens and then-ho
wes this assumptien as a basis fer inference. An extreme illustratien
.6 feund in his explanatien ef verse 8 of this chapter we are considering,
My gheuld the faint-hearted be sent away frem the army? The Bible gays:
(n erder that they mav net disceurage their cemrades. Schwally (SK p.9&)
sensiders that it was duwe te the fact that cewardice,like elckness,melan~-
thely and insanity,was prebably attributed te demenical 1nf1unnco._ Thin‘.
at ence would make the coward unhely,whiecn in turn weuld preve the hely
haracter of war and its relatien to tha Jahwe cnlt. But if th;a explana-
vill serve in Deut.20:8 then it eught te eserve equally well in Jud.7:3. £
¢ hint ef a cenneetien hetwaen demens and cewardice lies in either pas-
VLR

In regard te the ether laws eentained in this sectien (Reut .20:1-2Q)
[t is well te netiece that:the priest is mentiened in cempany with the ar-
ny,that he addresses the men,but that ne werd is daid abeut the saecred |
instruments er eraeclss; that distant cities ;rn te be preffered peace,and
In case of refusal,enly the males are te be slain; that the cities within
‘anaan are te be utterly destreyed; that the army is warned against wan~
tenly destreying the fruit-trees ef the eceuntry. When we cempare thon;
laws with these in Num.3l we discever slriking differences. In the first

place,ne mentien is made in Deuterenemy ef the twe main peints in Numbers,

wmely, the law ef lustratien after ecentact with the slain,and the law of
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istributiion ef the speil;and further, the custem ef mustering eut ene

heusand men frem each tribe speken ef in Numbers has ne ceunterpart in
eutereneny. These twe peints at ence suggest that Deut.20 antedates
um.3l. On the ether hand,the address ef the priest te the army,the prz%f
f peace teo the city te be attacked,and the warning net te cut dewn the
ruit-trttn;all place Deut.20 abeve Num.31l in breadth eof view,in gener-
8ity of feeling and in attitude t;vard war. Thin,howevnr,WQﬂld net nec-
s8arily ehange the chrenelegy assigned te the respective psasagas;nﬂtinﬁ#
.ike individuals have their perieds ef deeline,and it may well he that
the anther ef Num.31l did net maintain the height reached by the auther &f
Jeut , 20,

When cempared new with aneient ritual sustems Deut.20 shews remaRMd4
[ifferences again. The priest is ne lenger an interpreter of auguriles, 1

ut a conseller; the ecampalgn is net epened with a sacrifice;ne werd is

yaid abent "censeerating the war"™; the bann is medified and the reasen for

the extensien ef the extreme form againat the cities of Canaan is in the
tharacter of a pretest against idelatry. In the presence ef these facts
it seems just te infer that te the auther ef the laws ef Deut.20 war had
mtgrewn its ancient ecensecrated charaeter,it was ne lenger beund up in-
timately with the Jahwe eult. Later,priestly legislatien threugn 1ts
laws of Levitiecal cioanllnoua strave te give war religieus relatien,te
ring war under nriastly eentrel. The regasens fer tﬁpa ehanges wili peIr=

1aps appear in the ceurse of of the next twe chaptars.

]
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ATTITUDE OF THE PROPHETS TO"WARD WAR,
Tha first anthentie aceceunt ef the prephetic mevement is centained
in chapter 10 of the Wirst Deek eof Samuel.(Budde:RIE p.95f.) In this
chapter it is stated that the prephets travelled about in bands,that they
pessessed musieal instruments,that they were net held in very high esteem.
gamuel alse tells Saul that the band eof prephets will meet hdm near the
ontpests of the Philistines, that the spirit ef Ged will descend upen him,
that he will prephesy ameng the men,and that he will be & changed man.
Behind this stery stand the histerieal faets that the Isrnelites were un-
der the Philistine yeke and severely oppfcsa.ﬂ during the peried of Sam-.
uel,and that Saul did beceme the savier and king of his people., Frem the
conneectien eof fmet and stery it has heen inferred that the bands ef pre-
phets were cempanies ef men whe went frem place te place with the avowsé
purpese of areusing the peeple agains® the Philistines,and that the meanc
they adepied weres ecstatic daneces,frenzied musie and raving language.Such
a movement has ite parallel in the Flagellants ef the Middle Ages and in
the Mehammedan Dervishes. If this inferenee ig true,and all the faets in
the case geem te justifv thije eonelusien, then at the very erigin ef pra-
phesy we gan see that it is related te war,even mere than this,we are .
varranted in saying that war was the impetus and the objaetlof its exist=

The guestien new is:Me the prephets ecentinue this relatien te the
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end of their activity? 1Is it just te claim that the prephets were prim-

2l.

arily conserned with war? In erder te determine the answer te this quas=
tien it will be necespary te review the werk of the prephets and te re- |
eall eentinually the histerieal bhackgreund and the intermal peliticel con-
ditiens. Tt i=z eustemary te divide the prephets inte twe distinect elass-
-Juﬁ% es,the earlier and the later. Teo the secend elass heléng these men rroml
Ames te Malaehi whe have left us written testimeny of thelr preaching; te
the first elass heleng all these men whe preceded and whe were in thelr
time recegnized as prephets,with the exceptien of Elijah,whe is by seme
considered te have hean the legitimate forsrunner ef Ames and these who
followed him (Smend:LAR p.78 and 173-179).

Deborah (Jud.4:4)is called a porphetess,Samuel (ISam.3:20) is ealled
2 prephet,and an unknewn prephet 1s mentiened in Jud.6:8; but these cases
540 are enly later applieations of the title (Budda:al. p.95). During the
reign ef David the prephet Jlathan is speken of; he ,however, takes ne part
in the wars ef his king,his funetien seems te have bsem ef & meral and a-
religieus character(IICam.echaps.? and 12). Ia IKings 20:13-14 we read
that a eertain prevhat appreached Ahab an the eve eof battle and in the
nane ef Jahwe premized him vietery ever the Syrians;in verses 35-43 of
the same chapter anether prephet rebukes the kiag fer sparing Ben-hadad
end fer making a alvnnaﬁt with him;in IKings 22 we learn that Ahab and
RS Jeheshaphat eensult the prephets before begipning a war and that !lg.caia__li.
deneuneces the falee prophets and predicts defeat. These pagsages tend t¢

shew that the prephets ef the age are leaked upen as the eracles of war,
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but they de net instigate wur,they de net incite king er peeple te battle.

This statemant is supperted by the whele caresr of Elisha. In IIKings
3:11-20 Wlisha is eensulted at a erisis in the war of Israel and Judah
and Bdur with Meab; in IIKings 6:8-23 Elisha warns the king ef the camp-
ing places ef the Syriann,and later leads & eempany ef Syrian seldiers
struck blind by Ged iinte Samaria,and at his adviee the seldiers are net
slain,but feansted and dismissed;and en his death-bed (TIKings 13:14-19)
he is seught b Jeash and addregsad with the werds®The chariet ef Tsruel
and the harseman thereef™. 1In this last queted passage EKlisha enceuragec
the king to ecentiane the war with Syria and predicts vieteries in three
battles. This wevuld lead us te balieve that the prenhet was the man upen
whem the king depended,that the prephet sustainad the king in days ef
denht and strass.

ts
The pignifieance ef this faet appears when we re¢all histery of the

peried. At the beginning ef the menarehy the chief danger ecame frem the

Philistines en thes east,with these S8aul and David battled;during the cen-.

tury extending frem abeut 870 te 770 the danger lay in the Syrian k
dem te the nerth,with this danger the kinge ef Isrsel had te deal diri#
ly and the kinga‘of Judah indirectly, Several times during this great 2
eénfliet it leeked as if the Syrians weuld finally defeat and destrey thc‘
Israslites,and as many tim‘s we find that the prephets urge and enceurage
the war,or at least are censulted befere the eagpaign is begun. This in~

timate relatien ef the nrephets with war during the Syrian campaigns ne

doubt han seme explanatien. Why was it that they held se influential a

']
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pesitien,and why was it that their adviee was se constantly seught and se
highly valued? Threugheut this peried ne mentien is made of the eracles
uned in the early age of Sanl and David,ef the ark,the aphed,the Urim and
Thumim. May 1t net be that in the eeurse of time the prephet eame te be
leeked upen as the legitimate and ecerreect interpreter of Jahwe's will?
This at laast 18 the funetlen assigned te him by the auther ef the Beoks
of Kings.

One great asxceptien stands eut,namely,the prephet Elijah. Before
him three prephets are speken ef whé seem te have a moral purpese:Nathan
and Gad during the reign ef David,and Ahijah during the reign ef Selemen.
Nﬁ ene of these men have any relatien with the wars eof their time, instead
they are concerned with the morality ef their severeigne and with the re-
ligleus cerruptien ef the ceurt. These men ferm the pretetype eof Elijah.
whe lived during the Syrian eenfliet. He takes abselutely ne part in a
struggle which meant the pelitiecal life er death of his people. This is
indeed te be wendered at,for he tewers ferth as the mest pewerful figure
of the peried. Hig funetien in the aeceounts that cempese his blegraphy
iz religious and meral. He rebukes Ahab fer the murder of Nabeth (IKings
chap.2l);and he contends . mnceasingly against the apestasy ef the Israelw=
ites te Baal(IKings 18). Even when he is commanded by Ged en Meunt Horus
te aneint Hazael king ef Damaseus,and Jehu king ef Israel,and Elisha the
prephet in his stead, the end in view is 1’th1ng mere than punishment fer
religieus and meral sin. This absenes eof any cennmectien with war in the

sareer of Elijah ecan be explained enly by saying that the stery ef his

|
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1life as we pessess it ias legendary,fer it is in ecenceivable that a man so
great sheuld net have taken seme attituds teward the wars of Israel,and
espeecially is this true when wa remember that his disciple,Elisha, eceupied
a preminent plaee in the struggle with Syria,in faect was leeked upen as
the "Chariet ef Tsrael and the hersemen thareef™.

Afterr the defeat of Syria anether danger arese greater and mere fat-
al than the Philistine er the Syrian. Frem the bhanks ef the Euphrates
River the Assyrian armies were marehing west; their ehjective peint was
Egypt,and te reach this they had te pass threugh Palaqtina. Assyvria was
determined te smwhdve Egypt; Egypt was equally determined te evercone As~
syria. Palestine as degsceribed in the Intrdduetion,lay just between,which
meant that the states in Palestine could take their eheice of allying
themselves with either Assyria er Egypt,er be erushed in the struggle.

the centest !
For twe canturicahswung frem side te side;Israel fell befere the first
was ever,and Judah sueeumbed at the eladse of the secend. If the prepheta
were trus te their predecassers we should expeet that' they teek a mest
active part in this threatened warfare. They did take an astive part ,
but a pari{ that preves mest surprising. .

In the ysar 767 B.C.the Assyrians ferced their way as far as the Lebe
anon and the Mediterranean Sea. A faw years after this Ames suddenly ap~
pearead with the message that Israel must fall.(Ames 7:9-11). That this |
was a startling attituda te take teward a futpre enemy,we ean readily un-:
darstand. JerehoeamIl was at the height ef his pewsr and did net ausp.ct’;
the danger te be nearj;en all sides the Canaanitish enemies had bheen sub= ;

duad,and internally the natien eof Israesl was prespereus. What was it ,
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then, thas caused Ames te prediet defeat and destrustien? If he saw the |
danger frem the Assyrian army se e¢learly,why did he net aresuse his peeple
te a sensalousness ef the danger and urge Jereheam te prepars for battle?
At the very mement when Israel has reached the zenith ef its success,why
dees this prephet prephesy its decline? Judging frein the past ene weuld
think that he wewld have triad te save the natien. The answer is feund
in the reasen that Ames gives fer the future devastation aﬁd exile. "Be~
canse the; seld the righteeus fer silver,and the poer fcr a pair ef shoec
(2:6); "Ye who turn justiee inte wermweed and cast fightaouunaaa to the
earth"(5:7); "By the swerd shall die all the sinaers of my people™(9:10).
Heres 18 a new nete in prephesy. In the Assyrian armies Ames sees a di-
vine punighment fer the meral and religiews sins of Israel. The mighty |
signifieance af this theught ean never be exaggerated,in the religien of -~
Israel it marked an advance whieh aliest seems a miraele. RBefore the ad-
vent ef this prephet the snemies of Israel were tne enemies of Jahwa,but‘
new Ames declaress that the fulure enemies ef Israel will serve Jahwo-aa
& means of punishing his ewn peeple. This new inteworetation of war as
an instrument ef punishment iln the hands ef Ged was adopted and repeated
by all the prephats whe succeeded Ames,in truth it ferms the basis ef all
subsenuent prephsatic astivity. ‘
Hesea presents thins idea again and again(5:9,8:1,9:1~9,10:13-15,14:
1),and in additlen assures his peeple tﬁ?t alllanees with Egypt and As~-
syria will net save them(5:13,8:9,7:11).It was internal strife and relig-

ieus cerruptlen whieh inspired his werds,nel thes nearness of the Assyrign

r
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er the Egyptian armies. Isaiah ef Jerusalem was the first prephet whe
gume inte direet tench with danyger which had been:threatening fer se leng,
In 736 B.C. Ahaz aseended the threne in Jerusalem. Shertly after Rezin
of Damascug and Pekah of Isgrael jeined in a eemhined attack en Judah, M-
haz in fear eof these twe ferces appealed te the Assyrian king,Tiglaeth- |
P}l«ié},ror ald and seught his pretectien. Thims step gave the Assyrian
ﬁn eppertunity and an excuse whiech was seen taken advantage of;in 734 B.C,

. {L A
Pekgh was executed and in 732 Damascus fell,(IIXings 16). Isaiah,it ap~-

i
pears,epposed this allianes,and yet ha saw in Tglath-Pileser a servant of

Jahwe and in the war that he wenld wage against Israel and Damascus & pum
imhmant fer their sin.(Is.ehap.7). Thirty Seur years latar,hewever,he age
sumes & differant attitude teward the Assyrians. In 701 B.C. Sennacherid
besisged Jerusalem. Twenty ene yesars befere Samaria had fallen,and it
leoked as if Jerusalem weuld have te yleld alse. Imalah saw diffarontly,
he sent the enveys of the Agsyrian menareh bakk with the defianee: "Thia )
is tha werd that the Lerd has spekel: sver himighe despiseth thee,she
laugheth thee te scern,the virgin daughter ef Zien™ (Is.37:22). As a re-
sult of this attask en Jerusalem,whieh te Isaiah was a hely place, the p;v

phat turns upen the Assyrians and insigts that Ged will send seme natien

te punish them.(Is.10:5~11), And the same futurs he feresees for Babylen .

= —

(Is.chaps.l3 and 14.). The whele poliey of thds prophet is summed up in
e A S

ena verse of a speeen in whieh he warns his peeple against aW alliance

with Egypt: "Fer thus hap sald ﬁhe Lerd Eternal,the Hely One of Israel,

irjrepese shall ye be helped;in quietness and in cenfidenee shall bs yeur

-
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27 .
strength;but ye weuld net™(Is.30:1.5). The pesitien that Isaiah teek was
ene of nnntrality,or rather abselute confldenses in and relianes en the
God of Isruel. Fer it was this God whe wsed the Assyrians as a red eof
punishment,and when the time weuld ceme,he weuld break the red alse.

In the year 627 B.C, the prephet Jeremizh was ealleé by Ged te his
great missien and fer half a eentury he steed as a witness and a pewer 1!{
Jerusalem. During this half a cantury mest impertant events transpired.
In the. early yesars the Seythian invasien swapt dewn frem the nerth;in 608
Hinnvéh was surreunded by the Medes and Chaldeans; in 607 Pharaeh Neche
left Xgypt with the intentien ef recevering frem the weakaned Assyrian
kmpire all tha eeuntry between the Nile and the Euphrates;Jesiah ef Judah
eppesed him at iMegidde and was hepalessly defeated and killed;in 606 Nin=-
eveh fell,and in 605 tha Babylenian king,Nebuchadnezzar,dafeatad lecho and
converted Judah inte a Babylenlan previnee;in 597 chueﬁldnezznr hnlicg‘i}
and eaptured Jerusalem and led away theusands ef eaptives;a faw years
later & numbar ef eenspiracies teek place in Jerusalem,the Babxlenian ar-
mies attasked Jerusalem again,and in 586 it was ecempletely everthrewn. ‘

What attituds did Jeremiah take teward events and wars? Did he in-
sist wpen the invielability ef Zien,as did Isalah,and threaten puniahmeﬁt
te these whe attacked Jerusalem? His preaching preves tha ecentrary. In
his first visien he sees the Seythilans pouriﬁg dewn frem the nerth and en-
tering into the very gates ef Jarusalem (Jer.1:13=15);he scaffs at the

theught that either Egypt er Assyria ean help and deelares that the na-

tien's ewn wiskedness has invited the punishment which the Ffeythians will
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infliet(2:18,36). Whan the Babylenians appreach Jerusalem he anneunces
that Nebuchadnezzar will eapture the eity (20:4-6); that (Qed wilﬂhimatlf
fight against Judah (21:4-11);and even gees se far as te eall Nebuchad-
nezzar the sarvant ef Ged ‘luthe man singled ent te fulfll Ged's purpase
in the world (25:9,27:6),and advises cemplete submissien te Babylenian
rule (27:6-22). After the captures ef the eity Jeramiah sends a letter te
the axiles and tells tham te build heuses,plant gardens,nmltiply,and teo
pray for the eeuntry te whieh thay have hsen hanished (29:4-7). In answvwer
te the eenspirucy Jeramiah placed veka-hars ef weed abeut his neck te
teach the peeple that Ged had placed the yeke of Bahylen upen the earth.
Hananiah,anethar prephet,hreks the yoke of weed frem eff Jeremiah's neck,
and in reinrn Jearemiah preclaimed that the yeke weuld beceme one of iren
instead ef weed.(ehaps.27 and 28). And at the very mement that Egypt a=
resa te halp Judah Jeremiah prephesied that the armies of Jgypt weuld rﬁ-
turn te their eenntryv and that the Babylenians wenld ceme back and take k.
Jerusalem and destrey it (37:4-8),whieh they did. Frem these werds of -
the prephaet we can draw enly ene ecenelusien; in war ha saw a means of pun=
ishment,an did Ames and Tsaiah,but different frem Isalah,he bealieved tha£
even Jerusalem weuld net preve tee sacred te he daatruyeé.

Ameng the exiles sarried off %n 597 B,C.frem Jerusalem was Ezekiel. -
In 592 he began te prephesy,and in all that he says he shews himself enly
& faithful pupil ef Jaremiah. The burden ef his beek is¥that Jerusalem

will be destreyed,that it must be destreyed as a result ef its sin(echaps.

4,6,7);he cempares Jerusalem te a harlet that will be devastated by her
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formar levers (ehaps.l6,23);he pees a glittering swerd flashing ever Is~-

rasl (21:13-22);he deneunees the falsm prephets whe prediet peace (13:1;

16);and he deelarss with Jeremiah that Nabushadnezzar is Ged's mosaangc;

against Tyre (26:7) and Egyvpt (29:19,30:10,25). In these prephasiss Ez=

ekiel adds nething new te the prephatie attitude teward war. The elesing

' years eof the Exile hewaver predused a prephet whe ecarried k= the ideas:é8f
Jeremiah and Jzekiel te thalr highest peint ef develepment. This prephet
lived during the peried ef Cgrun the Great ef Parsia,and the hepes that
he dmaw frem the sarssr ef Cyrus are eantnineq’in echapters 40-55 ef the
present Beek ef Tsaiah., 1In 550 B.C. Cyrus everthrew the Median pewer; in
546 teek pomsessien eof Lydiaj;and in 538 eaptured Babylen. While byrua
was eemplating his eenquest ef Lydia this great unknewn prephet of the
Exile saw in him the future redeemer of Judah sent in the name of Geod.
(47:10,41:1~3,42:10~13) . He ealls Cyrus the man ef Ged's counsel “nyy w'x
(46:11), the ene whem Ged levethiaax ma(48:14),and even the ens whem Ged
has aneinted in*wb (45:1). The peried ef Judah's punishment was fulfille
Xed and a greatsr pewar than Babylen weuld eeme te liberate the Exiles. :
“This teaching was the legieal eutceme of Jaremiah and Ezekiael.

"ifigr iﬁ; ;otnrn of the Judeana te Palestine the oné hepe was te Ire=
establish the n@tion in all its anecient splender. The pest-Exilic pre-
phets express this hepa and in times ef mtress prediet that all the na-
tiens will be subduad bafers fed (Haggai ¥:22,Zeen.2:2,9:13,10:3-6,beek
of NDbadiah,Jeel 4:9-17). This is ne advanees upen the ideas that prcc.d.?,

en the eentrary,it is a return te the Isalah cenceptien ef Zien's invie-'
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lability and ef Ged's speeial pretection of his peeple. And the ether
nin;; Préphets in ne way medify the view of war taken by their greater
teachers (Mieah 1:5,3:12,Zeph.1:7,3:6,Nahum 1:9,3:18-19,Hab.1:6).

New it is pessible for us te determine the attitude of the Prephets
of Israel teward the wars ef their peeple. When the prephets first ap-
pear during the Philistine war they seam te be thuhagitat.ra ameng the
tribas;during the Syrian wars the prephets were relied upen as the eracles
and the supperters eof war;in beth these eases the prepheat werks in the
nams of Jahwe but Jahwe is limited te the 1nnd~or Israel and Judah and
his enly relatien is with their armies. At the appreach of Assyriahow-
ever,the prephetie visien seems te widen and Jahws beeemes the master of
the Assyrian armies alse and he uses them as means ef punishment fer his
ewn peeple. Thim view axtends threugh the senturies frem Ames te the
Second Isalah,and as ene natien fails te fulfil the missien assigned to
it by Ged and the prephet anether appears and is hailed as the new mep-
senger of the Ged of Imrael as a new red ef punishment. The litarary
prephats leeked en war as the enly means eof eceorraeting injustice and of
purging wreng frem the werld. War in itself was net deemed goed, it was,
as Fzekiel said (14:21),ene of the feur means ef punishment fer lin,und.

wan elassed with famine,wild beasts,and the plague.

ek - e



31.

RELATION OF JAHWE TO WAR.

The rituval ef war,the legislatien en war,and the attitude of the pro-
phets teward war imply that Jahwe himself bere an intimate relatien te
war. The questien now arises:What was this relatien? When ene thinks
of the rites eurrent ameng the aneient Tsraelites the temptatien is very
streng te assert that Jahwe was at ene time nething mere than a war-ged. /
The censultatiecn ef eraecles like the ephed,the urim and thumim,and ihe
ark; the burnt-saerifices at the epening ef a eampaign; ths tabo;ing and
destruetion of eities and inhahitants in the name of Jahwe; Lthe censeera-
tien of war and ef warriers; these things seem te suggest that the paopl;
saw in Jahwe their leader in battle. This dees net mean, hewever,that in
Jahwe they saw enly a Ged ef war. The distinectien must be eclearly drawa
between a deity whese enly funetien is te lead in war,and ene whe as pro=-
teetor ef his peeple helps . them alse in battle. Barten says:"This ged
(Jahwe) ,besauese of the nature of the weather in theée regien where his
people lived,had beceme asseciated in their minds with eleuds,sterms,and
thundsr; because of their warlike struggles with their neighbers, he was ale
Be regarded as the giver of vietery in war." (SSO: p.291). This atatement
makes Jahwe firat the pr;toctor of his peeple and then assigns te him the
twe spheresef weather and war. Hew true this statement is the facts in
the Bible must preve.

In tlie Bible twe aneimnt beeks are mentiened whieh ars eof seme value
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in this connestien. In Numbers Z1:14 we read of &n exearpt frem the 80
ma® aranb e ,and in Jesh.10:15 and TISam.1:18 we find extraets frem the
Tv'n N20. Frem these passages we learn that the Israelites pessessed
beeks in whieh they eelebrated their triumphs and their herees, and,eut-
side of the Chrenisles speksa of in the Feeke of Kings, these old battle
sengs seem te have bsen a mest impetant pilece of literature. This ean be
easily understeed whan we remember that frem the time the Isnraelites be-
gan thelr immigratien te the premised land dewn te & very late date they

weres centinually eencerned with war. On thelr way te Canaan the)y had te

fight of the natlens threughh whieh they passed; in taking pessessien of
the eeuntry they femnd it neeessary te subdue the inhabitants already in
the land; in extending their kingdem they were ecempelled te evercome the
surronndilig peeples;and 1in preserving themselves against the greater na-
tiens that tried te everpewer them they battled leng and hard. It is n;t
strange, therafere,that the Israelites pessessed war sengs. When we think
of the sentents ef the Bible the twe great faets that stand eut mest prome
inently are:wership and war. Of the seeial conditiens we read little;s’
pelitical conditiens very little mere; the ehlef ecenecern ie religien and

it 1; signifiecant ﬁhat aleng with religien se nmuch space it given te war.
"he enly explanatien that we ean give is te say that war was waged in the
jame of and fer Jahwe. This cxpl&ntilon is aetually supperted by twe di-
re¢t expressiens in the Bible itself. 1In ISam.18:17 anﬂ‘ZEzza David, the
rarrier-here ef Israel,is speken ef as fighting the {inx piandua,the wars

lr Jah" .
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If the wars were fought in the name of and for Jahwe ,we must ﬂ.w in-
uire what part Jahwe himself teek in the battle.Mere thuh ence the Bibl;
jpesceribaps Jahwe as a warrier and as leading the battle. Deberah pietures
Juhwe as eeming ferth frem Seir,as marehing threugh the fields of Edom,in
erder te partieipate in the war with Sisera (Jud.5:4),and she ecurses thc-
inhabitants ef Merez because they came net to the help of Jahwe ia the
battle (Jud.5:23),which elearly means that Jahwe led the army and feught
ameng tha harees. Tn TISam,5:24 David is teld te wait fer the attackﬁp-
en the Philistines untijha hears the seund of feet-steps ameng the teps

of the trees,then he will knew that Jahwe geen feorth hefore him te smite

the eamp of the enemy. The natural infarence is th#t the feeot-steps are
these ef Jahwe hilmself. Tn Numbers 10:35 we find an address te the ark
whieh reads as fellews:"Arise,Jahwe, that thine enemies may be scattered,
that thes& whe hate thee may flee hafere thy faee.” This address is reo-
‘'peated in Pgsalm AR:2;and in the rites of warfare we found that the nrk.'
wag seme‘imes earried inte battle and that Jahwe was identified with the
ark (ISam.4:3 and 6-8). Here alse it is evident that Jahwe was cenceived
as Tighting and attacking his enemies. And finally,in the seng of tri-
umph e¢elebrating the evarthrew ef the Egyptians at the Red Sea Jahwe 1;
’oxpliut.l:,r called an nunbpw*w,2 warrier.

The dates of these passages &re net sas) te determine. The Deberah
seng in Judges 5 is cenceded te be very ancient,and no dewbt it g{vea ug

-

a correet account of the Israelitish beliaf at the time of the Judg.s.Tﬁc

god Jahwe:was senceived as marching actually te battle. The econception
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seamg ernude and anthrepemerphie;but fer this reasen it is aotvte be re=
Jected or explained away as a mere¢ peetic coneeit. The seng very likoiy
preagerves within its verses simothing ¢f aneient mythelegy,and it is in
this sense that the cenception ef Jahwe is te be understeed. The naArra-
tive in IISamuel 5:22-25 perhaps reflects a similar belief. What connc;-
tien Janwe had with the mulberry trees is net elear,we can enly say thntl
the peund of feot-steps in the trees was a sign that Jahwe would start o
battle. JThe theught 1le net se erude as that in the Neherah seng,and yetl
it pesnepces a distinetly mythelogical tings. David witheut deubt believe
ed that Jahwe went beferes him te aid smite the enemy. The address te ihc
ark alse has semething abeut it which savers ef the bhelief that Jahwe wac
thonght of as entering inte direct confliet with his enemies. The date,

n.96)cannet he given;but it seems just te

-

as Gray says (Cem.te Numbers
aspume that it is as late as the time of the settlement in Canaan,fer in
this passage Jahwe is cenfined te the ark,as 1s the ease 1in the stery res
lated in ISam.4:1-8 and 5:1-12;whereas in the earlier times Jahwe came .
frem Seir and ne ark is mentiened in cennectien with him. The Seng eof

the Red Sasa (ExX.15:1-18) has been assigned te perieds rangiiug frem the

the time of Meses te the time of the Mzccabees. (Encyeclopedia Bibliea Vol.
11 p.1450). It is hardly peasible te plaece this song,hewaver,with the
histerieal Psalm,sueh 48 Psalms 783,105,106,114;fer this seng has a pewer
which the Psalms mentiened lack entirely. The Psalms give little mere

"

than a versified review o¢f histerieal events leng past;this seng preseats

us with a vivid,peetiec picture of Jahwe in grappling eenflict with the
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Bgyptian armises. Tt deseribes Jahwe as a warrier everturning the chariets
ana hurling the men inte the sea,which the Psalms do net de,and in a way
which makes ene feel that if this senx ies net eof an early d;ta,it is at
least the werking ever ef an ancient theme,in which still 11néarn the an-
¢ient helief that Jahwe did persenally attéak and destrey the Kgyptians.

The means by whieh Juhwe manifested his presenee and by whieh he as~-
eisted his peeple have alse been handed dewn te us. In Jeshua's battle |
with the Emerites we read that Jahwe hurled dewn great hailstenes upen
the enemy and that mere wers killed by the hailstenes than by the swerd(
Jesh.10:11). Tn explaining this passage it weuld be feelish to assert
that a hailsterm happensd during the battle,and that fer this rnanoh the
passage is ef ne ecenssquence. Neo deubt a hailsterm did happen during the

battle but in the hailsterm the Israslites saw the pewer and assistance

of their God. Neberah sings that when Jahwe eame ferth frem Seir the earth

sheek,and the hsavens dr.ppnd xxgt and the clewds peured dewn rain,and the

G akid 993! Lov »_I)TJ ‘r 557
meuntains maltud hefere him (Jdd.5:4-5);and in these verses it is net difs

fieult te see that the appearance of Jahwa was attended by cenvulsiens af
nature such as earthquakes,sterms,lighttining,and thunders. In ether werds
Jahwe used as his instruments eof war the elemants ef nature. This theught
is cenfirmed by mere than ene passage in the Bible. The asceunt eof the

Revelatien en Sinail pietures Jahwe ecoming dewn te the meuntain amid thick
¢leuds, thunder,and lightning,and earthquakes{Ex.19:16-18); the new revela~
tien te Elijah in the still small veiece shews plainly that pr011IUIlr,JI$!

we had been seen in the sterm wind,the earthquake,and the lightning (IK,

e —————————
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19:11-12);and the Plagues in Egypt very likely are te be assigned te the
same helief am a seurce;for ameng the plagues we ecan see Jahwe wielding
the elements ef nature,espeeially in the hailsterm(Ex.chaps.9 and 10).fme~
The mest complete preef ef the belief hewaver, is te be feund in Psalm 1lE.
Thés Psalm was clesely asseeiated with David,as is svideneced by ite in-
sertien 1u the Smcend Beek ef Samuel echap.22;and it centains a very full
deseriptien ef the coneeptien ef Jahwe as a ged ef war and the natural
ferees. Jahwe is said te be the teacher of war(v.35,eempare Psalm 144:1);
Jahwe assists his warrier in battle(vv.30,36-43);Jahwe rides ferth en the
sterm-wind and the cleuds,sheets his lightnings and rears with his thunder
and hurls dewn his hailstenes and ceals of fire. This,jee may b; dis-
missed as peetry,but e&ven as peetry it earries up baek te a time when it
expressad a sineare bellef when it was the myvthelegy ef the natien. Thuc
far,then, 1t seems nnff te say that at ene time Jahwe war cencaived as a
ged of the alesments and of war. If he pespessed ether attributes er fune~
tlens,ws have ne reecerd of them. Pven in later times when the mythelegi=
gal elemeilt had hean lest Jahwe was still theught ef &s& aceempanying the
army,as we sees frem Psalms 44:10,60:12 and the replitien in 108:12.

A& further faet that shews Jahwa's relatien te war is the expressien:
MINQY M or In its fuller ferm  nyxayn *AAX MDY, The eoriginal meaning
of this expressien is still a matter e¢f dispute(Smend:LAR pp.201-204 and
Marti:GIR pp.139-141 and Sehwally:SK pp.34));and the argument turms upen
the origina) applieatien ef the word nixawx . In the Bihls the werd has

§

many different applieations. The whele peeple of Israel is called twice
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he Hests of Jahwa (Ex.7:4,12:41);the army ef Ierasl is called the Heste
f Jahwe (ISam.l7:45);the heavanly bediss are called the Hests of Heaven
Dent.4:10,Jer.8:2,19:13,33:22,18.4M0:26,45:12) ; super-earthly beings are
ialled tha Hests ef Jahwe (Jesh.5:14),er Hests ef Heaven (IKings 22:19).
[t must alae be neticed that in the seng ef Deborah the stars fight ia
:he battle againat Sisera (Jud.5:20); that Elijaﬁ was taken frein the earih
In a sharist of fire (IIKings 2:11);and that Elisha in tha time of danger
38n3 himaslf te he surreunded en the meuntain by herses and eharleis of
flre (ITings €:17). The preblem new is:Hew shall these passages be ar-
raaged chionelegieally? In the develepment ef the Jahwe conceptioen tﬁua
far conaidered we are justifiad in msaying that Jahwe wag in very ancient
times a god ef the sterm;laier he hecame the natienal deity ef the Israels
ites;and then finally,the Ged of the werld and all natlons. In accerdanctg
with this developmant we sheuld expeet that in the phrase Jahwe of Hoats
the werds Hests weuld refer first te the sterm-pewers of nature,aext te
the armies of Israel,and then te the armies and fereces ef the werld. But
ameng the passages that we have queted ne ene admits ef being applied to
the sterm-pewers- of naturas;perhaps the phrase was eeined after this ear-
ly mythelagy passed eut ef the Jahws cenceptien. The passage in ISnmu;l
17:45 shews the applieatien ef the phrase te the armies of Israel;but
this passage has besan assigned te a late date (Smand:L&R{p.zoa) and fer
this reasen preves nething. As te the applieation ef tha phrase te the
natiens at large,ne passage suggests this directly;it may be inferred ,

hewever,frein the general theught ef the prephets whe used the phrase,such

1 : L 2 | .JJ
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s Ames aud Isaiah.When they spesak ef Jahwe as Jahwe ef Hests they un~-
mbtedly think ef him as master ef all the armies within the range tf
wlr viston. (Ames 3:13,5:14,1s.1:24,Jer.2:19,6:6). But we still have
» aseeunt fer the applieation of this phrasa te the heavenly bediss and
' the supar-sarthiy beings. Martl (GIR p.139)mergesfthese twe cases inte
i#,8inee the heavenly hoéias were censidered te be alive (Jud.5:20 and
th 38:7). Te what peried dees this idsa heleng? The wership ef the
iavenly bediss was intreduced inte Israsl enly after the centaet with
syria,and yet the passage in the Deberah seng distinetly speaks of the
ars fighting against Sisera. Frem this eireumstance it seems that in
rly mythelegy Jahwe did net ge inte the battle alen&;ha had his ewm
per-sarihily army at the head ef whiei he feught. This suppesitien will
mquatel; explain tne passage in Jesh.5:20 where an angel anneuaees hime
AT te ba a eaptain off the Hests ef Jahwe,and alse the passage in IIKinég
17 wheire Elisha beshelds the meuntain filiad with chariets and herses of
re. This is similar te Sehwally's cenclusien (SK p.5),aq§fggg§_qg—
ﬁiqafpho faets we pessess. Hence,we new ecan say that Jahwe was the‘

R M g

8ter ef a super-earthly hest,ef the armies of Israel,and ef the armiss

—

ine navieans.
F_-

Aaether Biblieal expressisa also has seme bearing upen this qusstion
"Jahwe'a relatlien te war. In the prephetic literature we often come ar
‘988 the phrase )\ 01, the Day of Jahws. Ames uses kt for the first
. eur seureea in ehap.5:16;and frem the way im whieh he empleys the ex~

.

‘essien we ean infer that it was a eurrent cembinatlen ef werds ameng
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the Israelites. The ceantent ef this phrass was,nedeubt,the hepe of a day
whan Jahwe weuld evertirew Israel's enamies and give the final vietery te
his peepla. Tt was te oe the day en whieh Jahwe weuld defeat the natiens
and preve 1is ewn pewer and greatneas. The enly way in which he eceuld
have dene ihis was by war,and se here again we diseever warlike attributes
whie wers aseribed te Janwe. Ames hewever,gave a new signifiecance te
the Day el Jahwe. He deelares that it will he a day of darkness,und net
of light,Ter the peeple of Israel themselves(5:18-27,3:9-10). The basis
of this declaratlien 1s the firm belief of Ames that Jahwe is a Ged of juzp
tlee and that as suenh he will punish the injustice of the Israelites. The
means ef punishment Ames saw in the appreaching Assyrian hests,as describe
ed in tha preeceding chapter. Henes ,while Amens enlarged the ceneeptien of
the Nay of Jahwse te a viestery ,net ef Israel but ef universal juastiee he
still saw the same instrument in the hands ef his Ged, namely war.This aew
iaterpretatien ef the Day of Jahwe Ames bequeathed te his suececessers. The
prephet Hesea dees net usae the phrase,but implias the theught ((e¢hap.10);

’

Isalah vividly deseribas the tarrers eof the day (29:13§}iz.phzniah makes

the Day ef Jahwe the very center of his message (1:7,1:8-18,2:1-4,3:1-8).
Ezekiel adds semething gew te the senceptien in his fameus visien ef Gog

(¢hap.38 and 39);here all the hestile natiens will be gathersd inte Pales
tine and destreyed by Jahwe. The picture that he draws is ene of almest
universal disaster,a disaster Qth mapt precade the rianl reizn of rightf
eousness. Jeal in his apesalyptis descriptiens makes th Day ef Jahwe pras

tieally the Day eof Deem. Net enly will the day bring a eeavulsien eof na~
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tiens,it will bring alse a eataelysm in nature(2:1-11,3:1-5). Armies will
everrun the earth like & deveuring fire,herrible signs will be seen in
heaven and ea sarth,the sua will turn te blackness and the meoa will turzm
inte bleed. The same idea is earried eut by Daniel (chap.?7 and 12),and
this 1s as far as the Biblieal writings develep the Duy ef Jahwe. As far
baek as we eaa trase the ecenceptien of the Day it is asseciated with war,
and as the terrer of the day itself inereases during the centuries the |
magnitude of the wars aceaempanying it enlarges.(Marti:GIR pp.114,180-188,
Smend :LAR pp.201-204).

In all these faets ceneerning Jahwe's relatien te war it is aew pes-
gible te ses a line eof ecensisten: develepment. The line of develepment
geems te be this. Jahwe eriginally was & ged eof the elements ef nature,
the earthquake,the fire, and tﬁe sterm;later,when he became the ;ﬁtiQﬁal .
dnity of Israel,er even sarlier,whea ha was thes tribal delty,he was leok= |
ed upen as tha head of the tribes and,tharefere,the leader Ix in warjas 1
the leader la war he persenally eantered ths battle at the frent ef his
ewn hests er super-earthly beings;in the ceursa of time the aneient mythT
elegical aetiens passed away,and Jahwe bacame the leader eof the hests of

1

Israel,and than,nndor th® prephetiec influenes,master of all natlens and

armies. Te tho vory ond,h.'avor he retains his cantrel ef the elemsats &

thom as his instruments ef war. Jlad finally,it is te

At as a ut.ioul deity Jahwe wages war in :rdar te redeem nu
A8 TP T
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PEACE.

Tha pubjeet of peaece in the Bible presente a number of preblems. The
time allewed fer this werk,hewsver,will net permit a detailed diseussisn
of these preblems at the present. Therefere,enly an eutline of tthe dif-
ferent problems and the chapters in whieh they weuld be ecensidered will.
be given,in the hepe that they san be werked eut in full in the near fu-
ture,

I.Peace-treatien of Israel with ether peeples.

Laws ferbidding eevenants with tne Canaanites:
Ex.23:32,54:12,Deut.7:2,

Treaty ef Jeshua with the Gibeenites:Jesh.9:3-27.

Treaty of David with Nachash{inferred):IISamn.10:2,12:26,

Treaty ef David with Hiram ef Tyre:IISam.5:11.

Treaty of Selemen with Hiram ef Tyre:IKings 5:15-25,9:27-28,10:M

Treaties of Israel with Assyria and Egypt:TIKings 17:4,Hesea é;i

13,7:11,12:2, Teedah 30:1-5,31:1-%.

TI.Ritual ef Treaties and Cevemants. N\'\a nny
Dividing ef an lliﬁil:Gen.lS:Q-lB Jer.34:18.
Oath and Salririsial l:ul :Gen. 26 28-30 31z 53-54 Jesh.9: 14-15
Saerifieial llal lx 24 11, Isam. 11.15,118&m.‘.20.

s.lununnt:l.uit 2:13, llm.ls 19 IIchron.l:s >3
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I11."Cevenant ef Peace™,

Origin:basis:applieatien.

Jahwe with Pinchas:Num.25:11-13,
Jahwe with Judah:Rz.34:26,37:26. |

|
Jahwe with Judah:Isaiah 54:10,

Jahwe with the Priesthood:Malaehi 2:5-6.

IV.Ideal of Peace.
Centent of the Ideal:
Peace in Israel.
Peace in the world.

Peaece the result ef eobedience te the Cemmandments.

i P

Peace the result ef righteeusness.

.

Centributien ef the Legends:Peaceful life commended and pre-

ferred:Gen.4:4,21:21,25:27. Vielence and war deprecated:

uan.34§25-31,49:5-7. .
Centributien ef the Cedes:Lev.26:3-6,Num.6:24~26. _ K
Centributien ef the Prephets: |

ﬁ.l.l;2;18-22.

I Isaiah:931+6,2R3:1-9,19:23-25,632:16~20, (2:1-4).
Mieah: (4:l-4).
Nahum:2:1. .

Jeremiah:6:14,8:11,14:11-14,23:17,28:8, 309, 33:6.

Bzekiel:13:10,16,34511-31.
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‘h Ideal of Pease (sontinwed).

v 'j Cemtributien of the Prephets tunthul)
Vo '

I Isaiah:48:17-32,4527,62:7,54:10,55:12.

Haggai:2:9.
ZCthnriuhsszlz-ls 9:9v1l%14:9-11.

III Illil.h:b?:]j 60‘211’.85:25 66:12.

lllhth:l 2‘ 5-6 -

Oontr:lbut.iu of the l’n.lnn 29:11,37:11,72:3-7,12237 120:2-6,

125:5,130:6,147.14. : T

V.Relatien eof War and Peace,.

Cenclusien.
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