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INTROTIUCTlON•. 

£ nation's conc~ptio~ of life i a c onditionArt ~nn shap~d by its hi n-

t.h~ g -.ogra1lhical pos1 t io '1 of t "lri nation ar1<i thfl! charact~ r of its country . 
I 

11 nl\t Lon is ontnich t litl': l in,: of comnrunication that runs fro m on~ point 

c ivilizatlo'l to anc,th"' r, t 'hiA natlon'a ~Xpfllri-.nc~ will bfll praetiea1ly -

simplfll, pAac "l .f11l 11.nrl ind ig1:nous , ae i e t hfll t!Xp!! ri~cfJ of an isolated vil

lag l'! or o: a n 1n~ivtdual who s ~c ludfll& himsflllf from soeie ty; on the o th~r 

a n.cttion 11,r,a <1.1rectly acroso th~ path which otl-\l'lr peoples nnust 

trav fll rBfll 1:1 th,:ir 0011<luct of trade or war, this nat101:1'e exp~r1enc• 

eor~:0l l'!x , a.gitated anrl mi ngled wit.h a l ien el4'111enta,as ia the exper~•llCJ 

of a c .l t y which .le th~ meeting plac11 of m~ucy roade ef. c&nunft r c11 or of a 
• 

man w~o lives within t~~ circlflls of ac tiv ity and who teela t h~ rueh 

aweep of social c11rrenta. 
.. 

' Thia g•m~ral truth, opera f t v~ at all tlm"B, was pA.rticrl'la.rly appl1ea-

t1v~ i n ancient ~aye. In th"l tw~nti~th c~ntur~ t h~ telegraph and th~ 

preae carry th~ n~we of thfl world in to 111v11ry con1111 r- or th11 earth and ao 

mak~ no a ll part tcipanta in thlll wh t"lfl of c on tempora nfll ouo h is tor.,; i n the 

ag": o f Egypt, A\eey r ia. E\:-td Is r a.-.1 t h ,., only av enu~s of communica t 1 on were tie 

great trade ro11t111e a.nrl t '1~ onl:' inlitrwnente ,,er~ the 1n c1df:nt.a l travel

leni ,caravans am\ anni1te. I t i a n "leeaeary,th1trefor., ,in etunying the con-



n ... . 
Lion of ~ar and p fl!ac ~ in thjll\ Hibl" to c oneirl ~r fir~t th~ g~oe raphlcal 

th jl\ stnc l"n t King<t oms ot' l s rA.'ll a.net J11ciah . 

Pal ,int in,,. 1A a1t,1a t " d mi<tway h,.. t w~,..n th~ two contln,..nts of £Bia and 

Th,.. a ignif ica.nc I': of t '1. lo pon it Lon ca., b "' full:✓ appr~ciat~d 

·.,11,rn we reicall tl-\at on th111 hanks of th ,. Euphr~t,:,s r ,..et .►.ci th,: vaat Aeeyr-

t~,.. two gr,..at world powers of A\ntlqu ity , for c ,..ntu rteo th~y struggled 

11':&Ch oth"!r in a g t g A.ntic c onfl1ct,anci l n ord 111r to r ,- f\c·1 each other 

wt,rfl! f orc flrl to p JJ.s s t:1ro11gh Pal,..et ln" anrl tCJ 111arc h ov l'lr t he routi 

atr~t.c h"'rt n o r~h 1'ro111 t h,; l li.nrl ot Egypt to t11fll h roaci P l ~in or Eedra.

l on, th11nce nort!l ll'lA.Bt to Damaoc11e anrt thl\nc ia ,. ,un to Airn~•ri.11. . G~orge 

Smi th (HGl~pp.l47-l f1 ti ) rira\Ys ~or us a vivid p1ctur"': of th,..o t. mi ghty ar-

:ni l':u trataping back a/lCl fo,.th , m,,.1t t i n~ a nrt c 1ashin~ i n t,'1\ 111 h .-.ar t ot Syria 

hav,.. enff-,red, lJord~ring as thf'ly dirl upon this "highroad of civ

and th~ battle-tielrt of e1nplree• (ibid p . 6). Placfl>d b.-.tween 

thf!ee t,wo PQ"erfnl poleR the l1>raf'lli t~s and t h~ ·Ju.<h,ane were constantly 

the favor a nd th,: a up p ort. of f'!&o h ) a nrt h~nce , an enemy to bo th. Thia 

pol1 t ica.l :1t191iggl~ in al l lts vacillation a nd weakn111eA 1~i B moat p ainfully 



Ieaiah R.nd of J11r~miflh. Each of th~a.., Proph~ta inoiat~d that Judah's 

sA.lva t ion lily in n~11tr"lllty ,ae w,. e,all s~f'I l at"lr,an<i hoth fought 11ncft&n11' 

ingly agaiuo t th 11t: 'ITav"ls of Egyptian and Aseyrian Cul tHn,. 

Pa1 4'ot1n" itai,lf ie divided int, fon r natn·ral. a11c tionn, ninning north 

t h l'lr" iB firs t t~.., Mar1t1mt. Pl ain,th,en a Cf'!n trfll rallG"· of m,Hmt1\ins , nut 

thP. J ordaa Valley , -'ind finlta!y ano th11r rane.;i-- of 1110un t ~lns which al ope c.tt .. 
i n to thfl dea11rt . Th,; Ct"lntral rang,: south of t h 11 Pla.in o f Eodraelon ehap&1 

gradually i n to a t.:!ble-l a nct wi th an I\VflraB" h-lght ot 2~00 r~et, 

waG upon th i s t abl"-laud that JudR.h waa s.ttua t,:d . Thia home a

mong t h "' :1illB gav,.. thf! p1,opl~ a d,,ciri~ advanta~e i n hoth war and peace; 

-it at':t'orded them an opportunity to · dt:t'end th-.ms4►,l Vfl!B in th~ mountairus 

and th,, paaafl+a th11y oft..,n did from their entranc~ into Cana.an ev'ln don 

to JlaceR.b ean timfl'IB a nd thfl Bar Cooh ba. Reb~ll ion; ~nri during th~ breathi:1&

Bp"i l le t hat Egyp t a nrl A\eoyria were compftll ~d to taJc-, 1 t permit t.111d them t.o 

dev~lop i n comparative security. Thee"! facts conc~rn1n g th~ 

t h"! character ot Pal.flJBtin~ will cUecloa" th"'lr importanc"' 1.n 

liniinar:, study ot the kind of war the tsra1tlit ,►,s aJld the Jud,►,ans wa~dJ 

th~ r i tual and laws accumpanying it, the purpose of their war and tht, 

lation ot J ab'we to the battlee ef hi• people. 



4. 

CHARACT:Jm OF WAR. 

In the Bi bl ., thfl ·,ro l'"d "war• ;\1-l'I~ ii» e ov era a widw rangl! of tact a and ... 
I t 

vent11 with only thi~ .ln comm~n, th111y al l involo~ combat anrl &t rug$1e. J .c. 

Toda {P.~R. 1nA. t. p. nO) aaye:"Wh~n R n~ighborlng trib~ tries str.althily , 

to dri v , oft t h 11 cat tl.-:, f,nct th~ clansman turn 0 11 t to c haB f!> t h ~ marauders 

away, t hat le •war: Wh~n Anoyr1a pourn l i k e a fl eod OiV"'r a happy cpuntr y 

a1.<l ~illB it for-.v~r,t '.-lat,too,ls"war'. " Oh th ,-. way to PalMlt i n '- the Ie-

t h~ P !"om1ned Land. Th ~ aceQl:..t.1t s ot t h ,.,s111 wars ar~. c o:itairted in tr. f. Penta

huch (Kx .17:R-13 ,Num. 21 : 1-31 21-7'5 , :U:l-5 4 ), bn t. t.h111 stories are so worked 

over that 1 t ia d11"!1cul t to do ruure than in!I! r the character of t nos~ 

early z,tru&glee wi t,h ~l'lk , t he Kings of Arad , t h ~ Rrnorlt,.~Baehan anct t he 

Thl':re seems t o bf.! 11ttl.- doubt t hat th, . I ara"li ter. 7ander1.--ig . 
Wildemeeo wer-~ o:tly nomada, in c11lt11rfl a.n<i thought . As euch,the 

of Wl\rlare must have h"en extremely BilllJ>l e. Nomad~ cQmhine clarus 

out to battl~ }ffinaipa.lly !or pl under or new poseearnionn , or i l'l 

to protect thttmaelvea from thos~ who wi oh to ravagfll or dispos&~ao 

Thia no ,doubt ,wae what th~ IaraA11t1eh tribes dld;on t h ~ app roach 

4'n'tmy th~y raus tf!l-red 011 t all wh o "el"'~ able to bflll\r al"'ms ,and ,i t e•crn:i, 
condu cted th~ir attack i n acoerda~p• with no d~vie~d plan;o~ wh~n th~ 

change their a.hode they simply asflnt. epies te 1Hsareh out t.he 

district aoveted(Wum.13:l-33)and raided t he nglen with. what akill tb•y 

" 
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coulri.(Barton:S.K.O. p . 38 1 B~nziger:A\rch. p.356 ). 

WhP.,1 th~ Iaraeli t tia 111n ter~d Canl\an t h iey taund ccmdi tienB that were 

different froni thos~ of t h ti des•rt,and consequently t hey were com

chang8 their taotice of warfare. Th,: inhabitants of Cana.an had 

develepfd an advancftd e1v1ltzat.lon and livl!.d 111 cittea walled high a nd 

strongly tort1fied{ Nlun:13:28 ,J>~ut.l:28 1 Joa h . 14 : 12). It 1Nae imposeib'l. e 

tsra~lltes to c&ptur" thesei c iti,:s at one~ With their 1,rimitive 

method3,ao th,:y 11ncamped and s~ttled i n th" open country,where, 

ind!t••, the~ we r~ no t al 1way21 eafe(ISam.13:6) A:gal n a nrt again t hey were 

ov ercom,., and ~nalav~d and dr1vfln into cav-=a a.net 1'orflets and hil ls. Each 

time,however,a d~liv ~r l,taroe~ i n th~ p~raon of the so-call~ri Judgee. Theae 

men,tilled with a warlik~ iaepiratlon which it is difficu l t !Gr us to' ap

prec1atft1 '3on t he confidence and cc-eperation of t h~ scattered tribe's and 

l fld them Qn to victory(Srn~nd :LARp.60). Th~ str, ngest of these men initi

ated~ tac t ical mev~ment which preved successful and whi ch was r~peate4 .. 
by later lead~MJ. Gideen i n h13 attack o~ thfl Uidianitfls d1~1ded his men 

i nta three bande and fell upon thfl enemy at night from t hree differen t 

at the eam~ time.(Jud.7:16-21) Thift wac a gr~~t. improvero~n~ Qn t he 

m18thod or frontal n sh onslaugh t, and Saul tri"'d t h e plan wi.th equlll. 

f\ucceso i n h is morning attack upon th"' .hnon.it~ a .(I~arn.11:11) 

The ID6th;,d (J) f taking a c ity without aieg., enginflB i s de e c rib~d 1n 

Jud. 20:3~ 44 . H~r~ t hfl Ie rael ltes lay an arnbu~h around t he city andkhen 

dr~w the def enders oft hy fe15ning a rfl t reat,but wh ilfl th~ m~n ar~ pur

suing th~ retreating hoat the amhueh ri~ft& and sA1z •Jth~ place. The •same 



r use waa pract1cflld by Joshna i l l hie attack en .lli{Josh. 8 :10-24) But so 

far there ic no mention of a plann ~rt campaign anri a d1Jlih~rat1J e&ig&. The 

trib~e were etill 1u a tribal Btat11 and w~re not so closely hound t ogeth

thRt t hey could mak~ a j oint exp~rlition a gainst th~ir flln6roiea . Even 

thf'ISfll f 1 re t att~mpte e. t s~lf-protec t i on a nd !)OBB~Be icnn all th,., triheQ 

At t h 11 i nau gurJt ti<m o-r th,. kingdom th,. ni-w a nd p ~ rme.n.-:n t army of the 

Isra.-:11t~B cam~ i nto h~ing . Sanl was n o soon,.~ pro{a.imed king than he 

ttx th~ milt tftry liffll of hte p ~opl~~h~ op~nly choos~ th r~e thou'!:J 

th1111 hoa tn t hR.t h~ had 1 ~0 to triumph a gains t thfll Ammonites(ISarn. 

13 : 2 ) an<l two thousa~1d of th6at'. h ,. k~pt at Mt chmA.oh and on ,: thona a n d at 

Gihf'lah in B~njamtn. Lat11:r(ISam.17:5fi)w~ find t,hat. hfll h a.AR. captain in 
.... 

command o-:- hie a rmy . J>av id. ~v,o,n i n th~ wild I'! m~Rs te which h.., flflri had 

a.rmy of six h1mdr#:d men (lSam. 23 : 13), bnt. th~re: is no r4'ia&o!'l f'or 
I' 

a1rnuming w1 th Bfinz i g,: r(Arch .p.35A) that th ll!IBfl: six hundr~d rn111n fo rm,..d the _ 

k,: rn~l of th~ army that h"" organizad l,d,t.r. Th~ a.rrn,y ha<i already taJc~n 

nnd~r Saul an<l what David did WR.fl tG 111nlare ,. and diocipline i t . And 

DP.vid ' n lead~r&hip the arnzy did becom~ an ... rrtei~nt i nBtrvment of 

ed t h6 Jcl :-15rt o1.1 to its fnr t hfl:rfi:st limit8. What th in ar71t1 was i n itD f't?l.1-

~~t form we can dic0v ~r from th~ d~scri pticna r~fll!lrring te thll!I r~ign or 

TI'o t only infan try, bnt ca\f\1ry ancl c ha.ri o ts Sol omon p esseseed in 
• l 

• ~.! • J • 

grfl!a t n1l1Dbl!r.(IK1nga ~:n, 1 0: ~6 ). .£ls& durin!!; hif' rt-ign, it a pp~arn , the 

I 
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re8Bfll8 which w-,r,. to ac t ae a defencl!. to th l': c ountry {IKinga 9:16 ). 

Fro111 thif\ aecount of thl': warfarfl! among thf': I aral'!l ttea t\YO t-hingo are 

,.v !dent; firet p;ha t thl'! IsrA.1111 i teo progrttae,ad i n their mil! tary roe thode 

from thfl! simple nomadi c raid and nioh to a hi tthly organized system ofarmy 

discipline and tactic5;a,.eond , that the t s ra~l itAB wer~ dftcided ly a war

lik ,a. p l':Opl e, and tha.t th~y flln ga g ,:d i n war f~ r hoth Bf' l f-prot~c t ion and 

conqueo t, which i n anci11,.1 t, t:lm,.n m~an t cfi sposeess 1ne; o thers of thft ll.and 

thl': Y 1nhab1 t111d and callf"d their home. h-. to th,: 1'irB t , Benz i g er(Arch . p~n".') 

cl'l ime thA. t th,i Isra"l 1 tee l f'arned th fl! ir art of WA.r f rom th t- Canaan! tf,o, 

and this claim h,. e11py>o rto with verseB wh ich s eem to !)r ovf! h is posit ion. 

e,..cond.all t.hat e a n b,. said is tha t t...he Ieraelitf'ls bfllit:vad 

they W'!lre aetinfI i n aceor-danc11 with th 111 wie~111B and dfllcrees of their 

Haw int~n~ely deep this belief was,w~ shall a~~ in . t h~ diecuesi•n 

of the next subj11ct,nll1Dely, t he Rit1,a l of W'a:r. 

tl 



RITUAL OF WAR. 

In the Bibl,.. a niimb,.,r e f cuatomn A.r~ mt.ntionfld i n connection with 

which htilp us to und'!T'fi t and th~ conc,..,ptte,1 or w&r t hat thflf l8raelite& 

h'! rnflmbftra of the army wer~ gathflrfld tog~ther. Di1rine the scattered 

~ ta t 111 two meanfl arfl! known. '1hfl!n Rhud dee ides te b 11 g i n the war a

MQ~b h~ b1ews th• '"\'9 ,_, on Meu n t Ephraim and thin acts ae a eignal 

t h e men to a•nfl!mble.(J,-1d.3:27). Gideen (JHd .6:24) dG6l\ th~ same 1n 
, 

own city and also eflnds mensengflrs threugh th,., trib~s • .And Saul ,toe, 

thP. same m1111.ne(I6am.l.:S : 3) , but •blows th~ She!1:r tnrengheut the 

The Bfl!cond m~ans has not yet been ~xplained satisfactorily. In 

B•ok ot Judgfl!S (19 : 29 ) therfl is th~ stery told et a L~vit~ who cut 

eutraged cencubine inte p1ece8 and oent the piec~o to thf twelve ~i!-
A 

~rent trib11e •f Israf'l. .As a reanl t all Iera•l gatherfld together tor 

201: 1). -4:nrl when SauJ. hears er the plight of the men er Jabe8h 

1l~ad he a loo cuts thft oxen,w1th
1
~h1ch h~ h~ri b~jl,;n plewin~ 1 1nt• parts 

'1 
d sende th~ parte to thr. trib~e{ISam.11:7). W.Rohertson Smith (RS p. 

Ol2
1
not~ 3) cenj~etures that thie form had a sacramental sense originally 

nd Schwally (SK p ~62-54) believarthat it wae a rite thr.eugh which the 

r i bll';S we,·• beund toge th~ r in , cevenaht . In the Prophe t e thfl blewing ot 

h~ Shoter io e peken et (Jer.4: 5~6:l ,Ez.7:l4) and in addition there is an

th~r cuatorn irnggee tftd1 nam.~ly ,thfl. raising et thf'l •ensign" o.1(us. 5 :26,Jer. 

j JL/( f),,.;t tL cu )/; ~ { , ! ~ ~ 1: "ti.,_. · 
~ ~~#-t.A. ~ .~ t ~:m~. 
iJ ~"tr, 1\-M.4+1, ,;,_,_ ~ ,;.Ji-,~ . l,J. 
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4: 6 ,51:12) . 

Mt;er the men \Ter11 asoemhledJand not infrAqnently,after the battle 

bagun,it was th111 eustem to consult some kind of oracle in th~ cue o~ 

or dia tr~ga in war. Beforft the battl~ Girleen (Jud.7:13) baeeo his . '°~ upon a dream that a Mldianite,on~ ef' th41: ,:n~my tolct;Samuel (IS.am. 

eonoul ta th"' Witch of Endor and p~reuad,ia h~r t o conj urfll up Samuel.'a 
't-

Israft;l i tl'IB at~r l. h" dftf11at 11 t ae;ui+.h ceneult-.d th& ark (Jud . 

20 : 27) ,autl Saul road~ u s ,: of th~ sa.rn• i nstrumen t at Gih~ah;David at ZiJtlaa 

1rnp,11"'fJd of the :&phod;~nd Jeheohaphat and the JUn g et Iara.el ee•k the ad

a prephet et the Eternal{IK.ings 22:5-18 ) . In IS&m~•l 28:6 three 

regular 1not~men tB t hrough which t he Iora•lites consulted God's will. 

Sehwally (SK ~l-25) adds t• thee• mention~~ above th~ staft-magi~,th• 

ai-row-magic,11.arl the sun-magic. For the first. hfl finda a proof in the 

story •f Moeea .xijt.he meunta1n a~bitrating the batLle hy the raising and 

lowering or his lmnd in which was thf' n• "~ • 'i\ i'\\t b , and !11 the story ot 

Joehua not wlthd~awing the hand in which he held t he e~ear befer. .AU. (Ex. 

7:9,Joeh.B:26);ter th• eec•n+• qnotee th• inoident in whieh Xl..ieha b1do 

t h~ King af Israel te shoot an arrew •ut the window and to smite with the 

rr•ws upon the greund (tIKings 13:14- 19);tor the aun-magic he adduces tla~ 

•rses in which J•ehua ••mmando the aunt• stand still (Josh.10:12) and 

th11 miracle •f the sun-n:tal which Isa h predicted to Hezakiah ( IIKing■ ::.'. 

4&Ch et theee eases Schwally d1ecevens 

part4,tive study ot' ethn•l•iy;but hie arau,nentn ar" net cenv1no1ng,ea~• 



neaa o:r ouch Nuenin.g by anal.oiOf,th~ text ~f th6 Bihle doe& not natiurailt~ 

ly admit ~ t he int •r1Jretation wh1c'1 hfll would g ive it; th~ ease gf the 

namely, that the staff Meses used was th.11 aam-.. ene t l-iR t he hlld wiel ded, in 

~o::rnr c11atom cc:mn,.,ca(. ·,vlth a. war-e.a.mpR.lgn wa1:, t.ne sacrif1ll~ ot-

£t Bethel all 1ara~l tak~o part in th~ Bftorifice (Jud. 

Samuel off le i a. t-.a at. t l1fl! al tar ( n,.un. 7: 9 ); a.no at Gil gal, 

in ~h~ abuenc~ ot Samu,sl_.S'eul mak "a thf!t ef'f.►, ring (tSam.l~S:10} . Th~ eacri!'-. 

thttt Gideon e1'f ern (Jud. 6 : 26) , anri th,: vow ~r' J•pht~R.h (J~d.11:~l) 

to have t h ,i sam• 1:>.ignificancfl!. Th .. ehj ec t of th1fi sacr i fi ce W.Rob-

consecrated thfll WRrrierJf@r hie taok . Smend (UR p . lfi6) and latr-t! (GtR p. 

h el p e:f Ja.hwf! and aeoul""&d hie :raver. Th-. e4nt11xt ef the paeeag&n 

rather raver the epinien o r &mend and Marti ;th~ nacMfie• eaeme to 

e a Burrendering up of ••mt.thing in nturn f'er which Ged iii t• gN.nt. h.1~ 

aistanca a nd victery. 

£ ph~~ t reqmmt.ly ti81ld to ctecl aN war i n the Bible is ;"\:.~ ~~ ~'!T 

e,ena•crat~ •ftr~.tt•.l5:5,Jer.6:4,Sl:2A,Jeel 4:9,lf~cah 3: 5). Thie 

1 

ean that the warriers ar~ t• een~eerat~ th•J11B~lves,pnnc~paJ.ly by 

abati1Mnc-.. The baaio ter thia 1nterpr&ta ti,m ie found i n thfj ana~ 
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DA4' 1' .Rvbei-tsen S'mi t h :RS p. 456) ; and i n th~ rfl1"1isal •f Uriah to sleep in · 

hii, ewn home whil,i t h~ a.nny is still in th~ field.(Ikro.21:5-6,IISam.ll : 

11). It ic prGb&ble, hewf'Jver, that the phrase "ol\b to "', r had a wicier 

meaning. navi• (ISam.2l : 6)says th~t th~ weapene als• will be cona~~rated 
. 

and Schwally (SK p.49-52) rightly call e •ur att~ntien ~Q the cuet•mB of 

aneinting the shield (Ia.21 : 5 ,IISE41U.l: .U)a~d of t a s ting (ISam. 7 :6,Jud.20: 

26 ). H~ irusists teo that the burnt-etfering ( J ud.o:19 1 26 , 20: 26 ,ISam. 7 : 9, 

13: 9) wao a •acJtif1ce of expiatlen fe r the wt:t.rri• r"'B. Rut whau,veJ" inter

pre t a a011 we giv,a; these panoages th~:- all bear witneus to t h,i sacred aig

nif ieanee which the ancients conoeived wart• peaeesa(Martl~GIR ~ - 33 and 

Smend:LAH }J.146). 

the Q'"'\ n er Bann. The er1~1na.l &ad fl:Xtremti term et th1" Bann la centained ,. __ 
in the c emmanct • r Samu&l t • S.lli ( I Salo .15 : 3) : Ge an<i a mi t ft AmaJ. •k and p~ ~ 

a bann eu all which hi, hae , 1J1.n<:t 81\8W n• pi ty te hitn . Theu shallt olay both 

ma.n and waman, b&btt aud suckling, ex and lamb , cl\mel and ua . In this Bann --SlnAnd ILAR p . 39) •••e a present t• Ged,and Benzig&r {.A,reh.p.363)aeeo a 

gift et than.Jeerer JahW•'• hflllp and ala• the a ngfll r tf Jah•• teward hi:s 

•n~mias. Schwally (SK p.29-44),an the ether hand , believee that th• Bann 
~ 

meane n•th1ng merft than a tabu a.nd th&t for this reason it ie annihilat• 
.. 

eel. In this c&s ~ hie arS'Uffl~nt ia o nvinoin5 and aa1'e. In &11 these an-



LAWS OF WAR. 

Thfll legisla.t.len en war in the Bible ii, centainftd in Numbers cha.p.:il. 

and in Deuterenemy chaps.20 and 23:10.-15 . Nwnb~rs ohap.31 t~lls t.he ~l 

atery et th~ battl 11 with A'rnal6k,a.nd fre,a this stery 1., is 11ot rtitticult -
tel de r i v 4' :-.he tellewin~ laws. A} thoiusan<l rnen n'1eulrl h~ mus tl'lred frem 

• 
~ach tri,)a t e :rerm t he army; the priest she1ud aceerupany the army with th~ 

saor~d inatrum~nts and with the tnmtp~ta;every male ef th~ enemieo ahould 

be ala ln,yeung a!'ld eld, and alBo all :t'emalee who had hel d intf!reo11rse w1 th 

be pnri:rieci i n wat.,r; the warrlens ,sheuld remaitl ell tisid~ the camp fttr sev~ 

en days aud. ehevld purify themaftlves en th~ third and aut-.enth day&; all. 

r~mained at heme,and !rein each pert4en a tribu1t11t sh•11ld be levied. fer the 

pr-teis ts and th1t Levites. 

Th8se lan are ve'l"y i ntereatins when they are cempated with th~ r1tr 

ual euB tc:uns diecuaaed in th• last eec ti•n. 'l'h~ ·eua t.em •t censul ting an 

erael• is parall•lAd in the law that the prieat 6heU'.ld ac•ompany the army 

with th~ oaered tnstJ"Umftnta . Hy thft •isacred inatMlfflftnte• n• deubt the 

Urim and ThumiJI er th" Rphed are meant. lJi ext.nm• caaes the .&\rk itaelt· 
-···-4·-- .... -----· ....--

wan earr1e4 int• th~ battle (ISam.4:4) 1 and thle cuatem we find mentioned 

in Nwnb8ra 14:44 a,s if it w1tN a regular arrangement in war;but there .1o 
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11• l"'BtuHn !er aisnuming that i n the .. B&.cred ins trnmenta" th11 a.rk waa alao 

included.. li'urthflr, it 1e werth whil~ to neticf\ that thA Bann 16 giv•n -
here ao a l11w,bu1t i n a modified t•nn. In ISam.15:3 -man and weman,bab• 

and au-ckl ing, ex and lamb, oamel and aaa •are t• ela.u~h t,i red; in thia law et 

l'fumb11ns the v lrgln tema.lea a.r11 kept au captivft a.net the animals are pre

! •rved ·and the geedo taken aa ape11 io purifi~d and re~alned. iil_ r.auen 

ftr thi,s difference rni«ht bft f•1md in nent.20l:l4-18 where the extreme 

fonn et t!1e Bann is refer-red te enly th11 citif'IB •f Canaan,and the medi .. ---
f111d term t• the cities afar ett; but Dent.20:14-18 seems te h~ an at'ter 

thouehh&ild in additi•n t• this the hatred against ~alek iB ee intense 

thr-eugheut th~ Bible that 18 is hardly cencfllivable that an.,v ' medifioation 

we11l d bf'! ext~ndl!ld te thft .Amaleki tee and t• their peaaesaiens. Jl. mere - -· 
t 

plaus~ble explan"tl•n ie that Numb-,re 31 is lat~r than I Sam.15 : 3 and thi: 

explanatiQn ia auntained by Uuuse eth11r laws which must b~ later sine• no 

hint •f their ,sxiB teno~ in feunct in thfl r 1 tua.l oua tefllll. In th~ tire t 

place a theuoanrt men are muat~red trem each tribe;this oeuld net have 

been den• during t h~ tribal atate,!er we hav~ seen tha t the tribes ware 

ecattered and r-Rpende« t • th• •all !er war enly as they wi,shacl. In the 

tr.atien f gr ■even days ao resu.l t at their- eent.act with tht.. slain; neth1ng 

cen-eepending t• thie lRw is euggeatAd in eur eeurc~a fer theb>•riod or 

Lev 1 ti cal 1:>nclftann~aa came int• pr&• tic•. And th1'rdly, th~ law that the 

epeil oheuld °Qe divided between th• wal"T1-.r11 and th•a~ whe stay at he.me 
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is witheut deubt baeed en th~ cuetem of David (IS&lJl.30:26-24),u 11 in .. 

deed ntated in ISam.3~:26. The law that a tribut~ should b~ levied fer 

th" prdeeto and the Levites certainly cemen trem th~ tim~ when the~riea t-

thes~ laws in Nwnberu 31 are later than th~ ritual cu,stems,a.nd that t.h•i 

merely 1:"u t.blllf'! semfJ et th~ ri t.ea; ef wa.r. 

Thi, paeaag~ in Deut ~23:l0-15 plainly erdains the pu·r i ty ef the camp. 

Thf'J camp ie t• b~ kept fret: et al.l unclea.nnese. &a Marii eaye (GIRp.33), 

th1 8 l aw oeeme t.& cGnn~ct itself with th~ cuc t em call~d the •censecra.tion 

o! war•,and ~an h~ ,.-ell censidered with the cuetem of sexual abntinenca. 

&chwally ,hewevu·,hae a dit'f~r•nt inter-prf\t.a.ti•n;h., c l aime ~SK p . 67-68) 

that the law traeee 1te~lt' back to sup~retitien and a b.,liat in demen&. 

Uch •. T:1e deroens 1 t la suppeeed mad11 the •8.lllP impur.• and prevented Ja.h

fl~ frem a.biding th~rein;and further, the cutJt•rn er law that thft •x•r•m•nt 

bel 1 ev" the. t it' an enemy f indn th-. excrement et his eppenen t he eecllr•a 

a c~~tain pewer •ver his •ppenent by burning t h" ~xerement er by d•al.in& 

wi t h 1 t in aem& mag1•al way. Thie in terpr" ta ti~n .:r the paoeag~ ia erer-
that 

ta1nly au"••tive,and it may beAb•neath th- law whioh hae b••n cenaidered 
~ . 

t• hav8 enly a nyg1•n1e e1gnif1ca~ce ther• liea ~very ancient Jewiah -
sup11nstitian and damenelegy. Thia aenolu8ien,neverth•l•ea,eheulci be••-

~ --:==-
••Pt•d •1th aeme r•••rv•;•~ muat again bear in mind that Scnw&lly ru.aems 

by anal•CY anci that it 1• dangereue te explain a law by uauming a J?rier 

'I tUJ ·t .~ ,;,. d$ t..,,, "mk,~ f; 
. . /JJ\ 
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cu&tom pa1--allel t• ene te,md ameng eth11r primitive peepla. If & dem•n.-, 

grown by a leng peried •f t1m8 and haB been nuperceded by aneth•r oult, 

namely,~ha t •f holiness. 'rhe camp is tG b~ kept hely (v.15) in erder 

that Jahwo1, who i ,; hely ,may r-,main within it and g ive hie p,.ople aid and 

In Deut~ron•m..v chap.2a another neri~e et lawn ie given. 

t• thie aeri•e 1,he prieet sh•uld appr•a.ch th,- ue111mbl ed a.rmy 

JlccenJ.ing 
the r.teJit 

and •Xh•r·t 
/\ 

have net dec:Ucated it, these whe hav ,. plant,~d a vin eyard and have net lUSed 

thfl fru1t thereef (lit.net prefaned it),theae whe have bet.reth~d. a weman 

and hav& uot married h11r, theoe wh• are f&int-ha&rtt:d and wh• \feuld die-

ceurag~ e:here; th~ cit~ t• h~ attacked should h• made a 

ie te{taken lind thfl males a.re t.o 

pot t • death,whilfl thl'l weruen and cattl• and gaeds are to b., kept a.i; epc.1J.. 

thR t 1& .1r the city io a.far e:!'t f if• th~ •1 t:,y 18 within the land et Cana2.:1> 

it 1.:- t• be utterly d.eatrey ed, in order that th@ inhabitants may not te~~h 

th~ Iarael1tea iclol&tNus auatema;and finally,ciuring a eie,g~ th11 tru1t-

Drivar,1~ cemm•nting on this ch~t~r (C-111.t• Deut.p.236-240),heA4• 
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a•ntenc~e tnm D1llman,a!t•r Ewald,A\ntiqa1t1ea,p.314:•Theaa lawa are pe

cul iar te Dt.:th•1r a1m,h•••ver,1a ne t t.• r•gulate th-, antirft ceuc.uct •f 

war,but •nly t• c h~ck th~ barbarity and eru-.lty with whiah it waa carried 

en hy many an•it1nt natiene,~1Jpaeial.ly hy thft ~ayriana, te brhig it,aa ~ar 

ae peaeible,und•r th8 intluenc~ er th8 higher menu apirit •! IaraeJ.'e 

rel 1gien,and te eecur~ re•egniti•n ru~ thfl! claime ef hu-mani ty and medara,. 

tien " ;ar-1d in cennec ti•n wl th vansee 5-7 he eaya: "Th~a,.. prev 1a1ena ar• a 

r~markahle illu11tratie11 •t the s ympathe t ic regard fer the int~r,-s te and 

f•~lings ef ether-a,whiah characterizes the auther et Dt.". Schwa.lly {SK 

p .99) eayo: "Ich glaube nun den Nachweiga erbracht z u haben,t1a,u1 D•ut.20~ 

6- 8 nicht ven einem uberepannten tmd u-npr:ak t i"ehen Philanthrepen dee Jud

e n t hurna herr,ihrt, eend•rn au:t' ural t.~n Brauch z»nickgeht. • . Th•s• twe epin

h ns placaed eid• by a1cl• ■hew unmietakably th~ cliftieult:Y et i _nterpreting 

such a paoaage &8 thia at the pr~s~nt time . If Dri~f.r ie right,th~ veras&I 

r eveal an ideal iem which weuld plaoe th•m very lat•i i f Schwally i o cer-:

rf.c t, the verB11:■ hetray a ■uperatiti•un beli&t which ••l.lld carry t.h•m back 

tt very ancient t1m•a. 

The baeie tt,p•n which Schw&lly werke ie,ae may be ■uur,ect•ci,a primi• 

tivf. Jew1ah belief in deme.na.•ith•r i ntligenel.l& t,e the Ja.hwt. cult er cl•

riv-.d trem the Canaa.nitiah rel igiene. Hews•• wer~ intaeted by «eruena and 

••r• oleana•d et them and their influence by t h e ••rvioe ef 4adi&atien; 

v1neyanis and f1Alda were •~•rnn by demena anQ war• raacged tr.•m th•~ 

pew•r by th~ service et cene•eratie~;bri••n wer• bae1•g•• by ••mene and 

••re ah1•l4•a f rem their at t.•Hke enly by th~ s•rv 1o• et m&n"1&ft6. Th• 
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a&n,there:f•re,wh• had a heuee te d•dicate,er a vineyard te gat.her the ., 
• ~rnit trem,•r & brici& te marry,wae in eellle way cennecteci with the demenrs• 

,as mae• unclean by them,and wa8 f•r thie reaaen pr•v•n~•d f irero taking 

~r-t int.he war,wh1ch waa a hely eenice. Th1e,•vidently ,1a Schwally 'a 

,hich may bA Bt.ated ae fellewe: The Jahwe reli g1en wae a cult e f helinus, 

rar waa a term and an expreaeien ef thia cult;hence any ene whe wae lm

htly ceuld ne t tak• pari in war. In ente r te pr•v~ this th•aie •f o•~• 

it 18 neceoeary te ahew that every thing cennacted with war hae a hely 

'charac tt,r ana that every en., e:zeludeci is in aeme way unhely; this Schwally 

a.nd certainly net cenclu81V~. On th & centrary , he eem•tiJDlll}I! wpene himeelt 

aminatien ef his t reatm~nt er the1u1 f&w ven.es i n Deuterenemy . 

It may be t.-ue t hat th-, girenndwork and th-, me t i"Ve •r-thea•1-tear.;la• 

which e:zclude teur ela.ae•e ef m•n frem military a~rviee wa.a a Jew1ah be-

11 t !n aem•ne• The exiat•n•e ef such a h•li•f weuld explain th• law, 

we nm11t admit,but a cauae w'ti c h mf!rf}ly •xplaine an affe•t 18 n•t neeu .. 

earily the tni• eauee . We ma.y ••• a hevae en fir• and ■ay that th• ca•• 

wae an •ver-heat .. ct at•v•, this weu,ld apla1n the fir•,yh•r•u th• tMM 

eni-.r t• preve -,,r ••••• th• tru• ene it is ne•••■ary t • first pr•v& 1ta 

exint.,nae an4 then pr•v~ its eauaa1 o•nn~etian with the attaot •• wieh' t• 

explain. Schwally,th•r•t•r•,•vght t• tint prev• the exiet•nce •t aemen• 

I 
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. aw~ which h~ wieh~B t • txpla1n by it . Thia h~ de■B net de,instead, he 

L88Um~o th• bel 1~r i n d-,mena by analeey with e t h11r nl\ tiene and t hen he 
J 

.fl feund in hi 8 -.xplana t ien e f v~rea 8 ef t his chapt er we ar11 c onsidering. 

rhj eheul d the f a i n t-hearted be eent 11.way frem th .►• army? The Bi ble s &ys: 

Co ercJer tha t t hey rMy n• t aieceurage th•ir cemrad•e . ~chwa.lly ( SK p . 98) 

:ensidere t hat i t wa s dllfll te t he :!'&ct that eowardic.,, l ike aiekneius ,meJ.a.n

~h•ly and ineani ty , wao pr.bably attributed t• demen icRl influe nce. Thie • 

a t enc ~ wgul d m~k~ t hft coward unholy ,which i n ~urn w•uld prev~ t he holy 

:haraeter of wa r and i t e rel a t ien t o th~ Jahwe cul t . But i f t h ie explana. 

,111 nene in Daut.2@: 0 then i t eught t ~ ee rv ~ ~qually wel l i n J ud.7:3 • .... 

In regard t• t he e ther lawB ••ntaln~d in thie a~ctian (Peu t . 2G:l-20) 

l t la we11 te ne t 1•-. that:t.he pries t 1a mention•d in cempany wi th the ar- 1 

ey,tha t h• adereaaes th• men, but that n• weJl"d. ie said about the aaered 

lne t n •ment.s •r era•l11e; that diatant oities are te be prettered paace,and 

ln case et re:ruaal,enly th~ maleo are t• be alain;that the o1t1~s within 

nanaan are t• be utterly •••treyed;that th~ army ie warned agains t wan

~•nly deotnytng the tr-uit-tr••a et th• ••untry. When we eempare th•o• 

Lawe Yith th••• 1n Num.31 we dieoever • riling ditt•r•n•••• In the tire~ 

'Wnaly1 th• law ef. luntrati en aft•r ••ntaet with th• ■lain,and th• law•~ 
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1etribut1Gn et' the epeil.a.nd f11rther, th11 cue tern ef muist.ering eut en• 

heul!land men :f'rem each trib11 epeken ef in N11.mh,.,rs ha8 n• c•untarpart in 

euter•nomy. Thee• tw• peints at enoe eugge■ t that Deut.2O1 antedatee L _~ 
um. 31. On th .. eth&r hand, the addrenB et thfl pr1411B t t• thft army, th~ prJ/i,: 

r peace t• the c 1 ty t• be at tacked, and th" warnin(C net t• cu t d•wn ~h• 

ru1t-treeo 1 all pl ao~ Deut.2O, a.beve Num.31 in breadth et view,in g•n•r

~1ty et realin~ and in &ttitu•• teward war. This,hew•v~r,weuld net nec-

1&eA.rily ahange the chrenelegy uaigned t• thft reap.,ctiva paeeagee;nations: 

ike indiviaualahav,; their perieda •f deelin•,and it may w.:11 b~ t hat. 

)eu t. 20'. 

Wh•n oempared new 1'1 t h a11cien t r1 t 1,ial o,u, terns Deut. 20i l!lhews remar~ 

lifterencea agail'l. The prieat !a n• lent(•r an interi,reter et angur1•o, 

iu t a ceaoel,ler; the &a1npa1~ ia n•t •p•n•<l with a sacrifice;n• werd iis 

~he exte11aia11 er the extreme f•nn against tl-\11 c1t1•s •f Canaan ie in t:ie 

:hantct~r ef a pret~st ~~ainat idelatry. In th• pr.aenc~ et th•a• tacts 

l t ,seems juat t• inter that t• th• auther er th-. laws er neut . 20 war had 

Th8 r ~•nB f•r t>fae eh&ngee will par-
" 

iape a.pp•ar in thA oeurne •t •f the next twe ohaptflln . 
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A..TTI'rUD]; O,? THE PROPHETS 'l'()"'ARn WAR. 

Th~ firet authentic aeeeunt et th~ preph~tie movem~nt in centained 

in chapter 1 0 er th,, First n e.ic er Samu~l.(Bujie:RTE p.9~r.) In thie 

chRpt11r 1 t 1~ atAt11fi that th~ preph~te travelll'ld about in bande, thR.t they 

peetu~ea,f'!d mua,ieal ina triunf!n t a, that they Yfrr~ n•t hl!ld in very hi~h ea team. 

Samu11l alGe tel111 Saul that th., band of prephl'ltB will meet h&m near the 

oqtp•nte et th~ Philiatin9e,thRt th~ 8pir1t •f Ged will descend upen him, 

tM.t h,, ir111 preph11ay am•ne thi-. men,and that, h,, will h~ a changed man. 

Behind t h io etery stand the hietorleal taete that th~ I~rh~ltt"B were un

dar the Philiatin,, yek,i anri s11v11rely epp1·•••••· nnrine; th , , J)"ri•d or sam

uel, a n d that Saul dii bec•m~ th~ savi•r and king ~f hiA pl!opl ~. Freru the 

conneetie11 e:t taet anti etery it hae he•n in:t'11rr•d that. th1t hands of pr•

phetB ware eempanies ef mu1 whe ••mt trem plau: t • plae111 with the avewed 

purpeefl! et arelleing the p•eple agairus t, th~ Phili11t ine11,and that th~ 1neann 

th~y adepted ,rer'l eeeta tic d,me~s, frt?nzied mueie and raving language .Suoh 

a mov~rnent h~s 1ta pa~llel in the Flagell~nt~ ef the Wtridl~ J.ge6 and 1~ 

Mehammadan Derviehee. If this infer~n•111 i s true,And all the faet s 1n 

tn• eaa.-. oeem ta jt1et1:t':v th)I\ eencl1t,asitn, th•n at the very erig in ef pre

Qan eee that it ia r•lated t• war , even mer111 than thio,~e ar~ 

warrant~i in ~aying that war wae th~ impetus an~ th~ ebjeet et it~ exi~t,,:o 

The quea tien new 1a :ne th 1: pr-ephe ta een t inu~ this r&la tien t• th• 
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e.nd of their activity? 1,. i t juut t• claim that the prophett> were prim-

it will hP. n~e~saary t• r,:view th& work•~ the proph~ts and to N

c•nt1nuaJ.l;y thfll hieterieal haekgreund and the internu. pel1tical con. 

Tt 1~ euatemary to divide the prophfllte int• tw• di8tinct elann-

-
eo, th 1: earl i ~r l!.nd th~ la tf!r. To th,s e ~e•nd elaae bf!l•ng these mf!n from 

who hav~ l~ft us writt~n teatimeny of their pr,:aching ;to 

th~ fir-st clar,i; helong all tho::i~ me n who preceded and whe wer~ i n their 

t im,. rfllcegniz,id RB pr•ph~ts ,wi t h th,i f\XC~ptlon of Elijah ,who is by aom• 

fol l ow~d hitn (~m~nd:LAR p.78 and 173-179). 

Deborah (Jmt.4:4)115 call r.d a porphet1:as,SamufJl (ISam.~: 20) ie ealled 

a pt:eph~t,and an unknown prophet is m~ntionf!d i n ,1ud .6 : 8 ;ht1t these eaoe~ 

reign ef !>avid thfl prephe t :;athan i e epek,.,n of; h ~,however, tak~8 n• ·part 

r6li«ieue charA.etflr(Il Cam.ehapa.7 and 12). In !Kings 20:13-14 we read 

ef Jahwe pl'11m1eed him victery ev~r the Syriana;in v•n~s 35-43 • f 

name chapter anether prephet r~bukea t~~ kl~G f or •paring Ben-hadad 

fer makin~ a,. e•ve/lMnt with him; i n IKinee ~2 we learn that Alhab and 

Jehonhaphat •Gnsult the prephate be:fere b&g nin~ a w1t.r and that Macaiah 

ehew that th~ pr•phet.8 •! th~ a g~ are leeked upen aa the ,era.cl•• tf war, 

J 
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3:11-26 · Elit'lha 1ft een,ml t.'td a t, ~ eris is 1n the war ef Iara.el and. ,l tlcla.h 

and :Ectt1r,1 with Meab; in IIKinga 6 : 8- 23 .FJ.ieha wtt.n-Ul the king ef the camp

ine plaeeu •f th~ Syriann,and lat1:r leads a e•n~any et £yrian solQiens 

ntruck blind l°'J God i 11to Samaria,and at h .iu a.dv ic ,. the "oldier15 111.r,. net 

sla1n,but !1:aote~ and diomi8a~d;~~rl en his death-b~d (IIKingn l~:l~-19) 

t h, kin£ t o contit1n1t tl-i~ war wlth Syria and p r~d i c tts vie t.o r·ies in three 

ti; 
Th~ oi«nitioan~~ e! thi~ fAet appeare when w~ rAGRll ~history of th~ 

peried. ~t tht: beginning of th-, monar•hy the chief dang~r oflme t'rem tho 

Phil la tillAS en th" eats t , wl th thee• Saul an<t Dav id battled, 4nr1ng thti CUJll

t 11ry extend1nt from aheut 870 te 770 thft tlanp;-=r lay in thft Syrian k 

dom t• the nerth,with thie danger the kings ef Ierael had t• ••lll din• 

ly and th• kinge ef Judah indir~etly. Several tim•• ,uring thia gN~t 

• 
tara~li teu ,ani ae many t1m~a we find that the prophete ur~e and enoeurag! 

the war,,,.~ at 1eaat ar,.. connulted be:t'ere th~ •Ill )aign i a begun . Thill in• 

timate relati en er the preph~ts with war during th~ Syrian campaigne no 

deubt hao aeme •xplanatien. Why wu it that they held a• intluent.iaJ. a 

_J 
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peeition,anci WhJ' waa it tha t th111r &dv i •• "Wae Re eenetantly eeught and a., 

hia;hly ,•val'tHtl? Threughe11t thia peried n• mention in made er the ero.clec 

M~• in t h ll Nlrly a g~ • f sa.,11 and Davi• t •f thll! ark, the "Ph•d, t h " Urim a."'ld 

Thumim. U&y it not be t ha t in thf'l ae,lra,e et tilne th~ prephet ea.me t• be 

l•eked upon ae t hf'I l egit1mat ~ and ••rrec t 1nterpre t ~r of Jahwa•a will? 

Thi e • at lAaet i s t h~ ru~c t 1en a■eign~d t o h \m hy th~ author et t h~ Beok~ 

or Kinee. 

On" .ir,:a t 11,cettptien astande eut,nam,il:,, ,th11 preph,it Kl..ijah . Bef ore 

hi m thr~~ p reph~ t s are epek~n e f wh ■ eeem te hav~ a moral pu rpeee:Nathan 

ancl .Clatl ciurin~ th~ reign er D~:vid,and Aihi.1ah dHrine th" J"aign • f Selemon. 

NJt •n~ er thes,. men hav" any rel R. t.ien with the war,s of th,:ir tima,in8teo.d 

~hey arf'l ~enc~rn~d wi th th~ morality ef t h6ir eevertigna ~nd with t he r•-

11«1ous cerrupti•n ef th~ ceurt. Th~s~ men f erM th• p r• t • t 3p6 e f .El i jah 

wh1 lived du ring t h~ Syrian een!l i ct. H8 ta.k~a a bs•lu tel~ n• par t in a 

atrl,ggl~ which mflant thfl peli tioal. lit• er death ef hiB p l!Ople. 'rhio lo 

inde•• t• b ~ wen411.ered &t, :t'or he tewere rerth aa the mor;t pewerful tigur& 

of the periea . His run8tien in the acceunts that compee~ hi e bl•graphy 

i u rel 1g1oue and m•raJ.. He rebukee .(hab f•r th•. murcte r ef Nab• t h ( IKingc 

chap .21)iand h~ c~nt&n4■ ,.uacaaeinaly against the apestaey ef the Israel• 

lit&a te Baal(IKinga 18). Even when h~ 115 ••l1llllanaed by Ged e n Meunt Herab 

t1 a!1eint Ha.za~l kin& er Damaseu■,and Jehu king et Iara.•l,and Eliaha th• 

preph•t in hia etitatl,th,_ encl in vittw is 11 thing mer• than puniehm•nt fer 

religieus an• meral ■ in. Thia aheene., •f any ••nn'te t 1en with wa,r .1n ""th• 

••r••r et Xlijah tan be explained enly by aayins that t,h& ate ry et hia 
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great eheulci. nGt have tak,m 21enu~ attituci• tewarcl thfl wars ef Iarael,ancl 

ea pee ially la thia true wh1:n Wfll rem11mber that hie d lac lple ,Ella ha, eoaup1el4 

a premlnent place in the a truggle with Syria, in tact waB l••kul upen an 

-
Mt-.1· th"' tief~at er Syria anether cangftr arese greater and mor~ fa~ 

al than t he Phlltetin11i er th" Syrian. Fr•m thft bl\nks •f the Euphrat~s 

Riv~r th~ ~BByriA.n armi11n wer11 marching w~at;thelr e bj ectiv~ pelnt wao 

Egypt ,ana t• r•acth t h ts they had t• pane thr•u8h PRll:ft tin.,. Aasyria wac 
' 

a yrla . P&l8stln11,as d-.serilHtd i n the Int r adnctlon,la y joBt be tween,Wh1ch 

m11ant that the st.ates in Palftutlne could. takfl. th~lr choicP. of allying 

th~mselveG with 11ith"r Alasyria •r Egypt,er b1-: cr,11sh1:d in t h ~ ,str,1ggl•. 
the centeet 

Fer twe aenturienAswung tram nid• te aide;Iara6l tell befere the fir-et 

was ever,~d Judah au•cumb~• at th• .i.a• et the aecenc. It th~ prepheta 

w•r• t,u-.i t• the 1 r 1,reueoessera •• aheuld expect thl\. t I they teek Ii meo t 

aative pai-t in thin thr•at•ned war:f'aN. They did tak~ an aotiv~ part, 

but a pa~t that 9r-.vea meat aurprlaing. 

In t1Ht y"1ar 7 67 B. C. thll .65,syria.nn tensed thf!ir way 11.s i'ar as th• 

ia,non and the Medi tei-ranean Sea. It "few yeatn aft8 r th1G .A.men suddenly apa

pearftri with th~ meanag~ that Israel mu,et tall.(Amen T:9-11) . Tliat thio 

was I\ atai-U1ng attltutl11 to takfl teward a .fut re enem.y,w" can rea.41ly un-

41entand. JerebeamII wu at th-, height et nie pew._r and dtd net ausp•~t 

dGAd 1 a.nd 1nt~rnfllly th~ natien ef tsra~l was proHp~roue. What was it, 
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danier trem the Aiaayrian army oe olearly ,why did h~ n•~ areuis• hie peepla 

thi!lk tha~ n~ wel'l.ld ha.v'l tr1"• t• sav,s th~ n11ti.n. Th~ cin8W~ t;_ -is teund 
/ 

in. the reanel'l th"'t Aimee gives fer thfl! rutur~ cievaet1t.tt.o}l and exile. "Be-

can111t th":,- :3eld thr. rig:1 t~•ne t•r ail ver, a nd t h.e pof r f&r a pair •f shoec~ 

(2 : 6 ); ft"'{e who turn J 1u,tie1,i into wermweed ~nd c:e.as t right1Jeusnesa to the 

earth""( 5 : 7); "By th~ swerci ahal.l d 1~ all t he .s in;-1r. rs ot ray p , .o:pl e " ( 9: 10) • 

tn t he Alecyrian arrni,:13 Aitnee •••a a d i 

vifl1t punio)'}.m-,nt t•r the m•r~l a:nd religie11e aina of Iorael. The mi~ht.:,i 

Ia..a.el 1 t markiul a11 advanci, whioh al1nes t a•••llD a rnint•l•. Bate re t..h• a.cl-

an inatrumant • . r puniishment i n t he ha.nets ef. Ged. wa.a uopted and rep&at•d 

by all the pr•vhftta Whe euece~«•d A:m•n,ln t.ruth it !ermas the baois ef .ul 

auh1.u,t11umt pr•ph4t.1o aetivit.y. 

Heeea. preaet\t,s thin icl1ta &&&in and aga1n(5:9 1 8:l,9:l-9,lO:l.~-l5,14: 

1) , anci in adai tl•n aenmr'1s h1r; peoplts t h,-t all L~•"a w1 th Egypt anci Am

eyr1a will lHt save th•un( 6:13, 8:9, 7:11). It. wa.a internal at.rife au<i r&li~ 
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eam~ l11t• '11re• t tench wt th 4anger which h1ui been : threatening 'fer a• lon&, 

In 735 B. O. dJ.az aaeend~4 th8 thren~ 1n Jeruoalem. Shertly art~r Ruin 

er Damaeo,a and Pekah or Ierasl j•in~d in a ••mh:ln•d attack •n Judah • ._ 

h.a.z in fear et thease tw• t'ercee appeal•• t• thfll .Aleasyrian king, Tittle.th

P~--r, rer aia ~n4 aeught his pr•t•ctien. Thin step gav~ thft Aasyrian 
.,, 

an •ppertunlty and an excua• ~hi•h wu •••n tak~n·a.civantagP. ef;in 734 B.C. 
1{L, I / 

Pe~ ~o exeou t~d amt tn 7~ l>amaecrns t'flJl:l. ( I D<ings 16) . Ieaiah, it ap-
1 

p~ans,eppeaea thi~ allianee,and yet h~ aaw in ~lath-Pilaser ~ servant of 

Jahw• and 1n th8 war that hft weuld wag~ against Iura~l and J>amaecus a p~-n-

sum~s a diff~r&nt attitu•~ tewant t~~ Jwsey rianB. In 70il. B.C . Senna•her1b 

lau&h•th thee t• eeern,th• virgin dau8ht~r et Zi•n~ (Ie.37:22). Am a re• 

eult •t t hiB att,iok • n Jeruealem,which t• Isaiah waa a h•ly place, the p,-. 

ph8t. turno upen thfl -'•eyriana and insi,ste t.h~t Ged will a1tn• ••me nation 

t• plffli~h them. ( ta .10,: 5-11)~' Aul t.h• aame tu-tur,s h,i) fere.seee tor Babylon 
---===- -=-

_j!o.~hapa.13 and 14.). The whele paliey • f th,~ pi--ephet 1B eumme« up in 

on~ veru• er a apee•h 1n Whi•~ he warno his p•~ple againat dalliance 

w1t11 Eapt: ,.F•r t.hu,s ha.J ea1d th., Lera Eternal> th-. Hely an,, •f Israel., 

,irfr•p•ae ahall· ye b• be.lpea;in quietnea• an• in een~ iaen•~ ehall be Y9~r 



a t.rengt.h; but ye would. na.t •( Is .3<iI,:J.s). Th" peai ~i•n that Isaiah t.eek wu 

In the year 627 B. C, thf\ pr•J~h•t J~•miah waa ealle• by Geel t• h1a 

great m1ao1e:n an41 :rer half a ••nt,,ry he ateect u a w1t.Ja••• antl a pewer 1Ji 

Jenu,alero. Duri•~ thle halt' a c-.Jt1.tury .. at impertant event.ft tranapirecl. 

In tn~-early yeara th,a Seythi•n btvuian swept tlewn frem the nerth; in 508 

Ninev 11h waD surr•unded by th~ Me•iao an« Chaldean&; in 600 .Phara•h Nf'Jche 

left E«YJ)t with the intantien et Neev8r1ng tram the weak,ine« hayrian 
- - -- -

I 

•PP•D~ti him at 1-lflgicd• and. wall h•Jplll.eaaly dta:t'eat,iti and killed; in 606 N1:1-

ev•lt fell ,a ml in 6(')6 thfl Bahylenia1.n king1 Nebuohu.n•zzar, .t4f11at.•ut N••h• &JIN . 
etnv4!rtfld Jutlah 'ln t• a Babylenian prev 1J1••• in 697 Nebuehacinezzar b11ai•~• 

ana eapt11rfta J er1u1alem anc lee aw11,y theuaamle et eaptiv~•; a f,sw yeara 

lat•r a 1tumb,ir et ••nap1ra•1en teek plao,i in J eruf'A.lem, th11 Bab3llenian :u

m1~~ atta•k•• Jerusalem again,a~• in 586 it was ••mpletftly everthrewn. 

eiat upen the invielabillty e:t' Zi ,en,ae aid Iea1Rh,a.nti tnreat~n puni:shment 

t• these who atta•k~a Jerueale~? Hie preaching prevee th~ ••ntrary. In 

hie !inst v1aien h• •••11 th,- ~•ythiane 3>e1Jring ••wn frem th.-. north anti a• 

t._rinc 1nte th1t very gah11as ef ,l~r,uuµ.~m (J~r.1:1:3-15) ,hl'I ascerre at the 

th•nsht that •ither Egypt e r Alll,y ri;a ean h.elp and cealaren that th.~ na

tion' a ew.1 wi•k8•n,see hae inv 1 tf'Jtl the punishment ,rhich th.e 0 eythiana will 



1nfli•t(2:lB,36). ffh,-n the Babyleniana appr-.a•h Jenusal•m he anneun••a 

that ?lebucha4nftz?.ar "111 •ap turfl!l t.h~ •1 t.y ( 2©1: 4-6); tha. t 9•ci wil~himE•1t 

r11ht aea1na,t JuiRh (21:4-ll);and even gees se far aa t• •a.11 Nehuoh&AI-

In thfll woi-141 (25:9,27:6),and ~uivia,ee cempl,,t-, submisei•n t• Babylenian 

rul& (27:G-22). Mt6r th" oapture •t t h"' •lty .J er11m1ah aentie a letter to 

th~ exilea and tellft th11m te bndld heunen,plant gani~ns,rmiltiply ,and to 

pray for t !1" ••u ntry t• '\fhi•h th11:, h,iv11 h11en haninh-,d (29 :4-7 ). I n a.ms· . .,er 

te th-. ••11epir11.oy Jeremiah plac-,d yek-.-hare ef wa•d a bell t hie nf'.ck to 

teach the peeple that Ged had plac~d t h11 yekflt ef Bahylen upen the earth. 

Hammil\h,an•thftt" preph11t, brekll th11 y ok1t ef weed t'rem eff Jerftmiah' s neck, 

and in r-e t un, J 11r~mlah preola.im"d that thfl yek~ weul a b11eeme on ~ ef iron 

r•s11 te help J,utah J •r~mlah prepheaie~ that th1: armi118 et Egypt weulcl ra-
..... 

t u rn t• th'lir ee11ntry anti that th., Babyl enillnt1 weul tt cerne bllck- and take 

th., prephat •• el\lt araw o!lly en.-. ••11•lneien; tn •ar h-i saw a m~ann •f pun .. 

iehm~n ~, ao tli« A)rn•n and 1sa1ah, but tlift•rent fre1n Isaiah, h& b-,lievetl that 

even Jerusalftm weuld net preve tM- eacre« te h~ «eetreyetl. 

a fa1th1'1tl pupil et Jeremiah. Th~ b11nen et hie bNk 18 that .Jerusalem 

will be aeotreyed,that it muat be ieetreyei &11 a reault ef ita sin(ehapa. 

4,6,7);hft cempar~e Jenaaalem t• a h&rl•t that will b1t aevaatated by her 
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f•rm~r lev~rs (ehapa.16,23);h~ aeea a glitterine ewel"li flashing •ver I~-

against 'l'y re {26:7) anfl Bgypt (29:l9 1 30:Hl1,2n). In thfltsft preph•ai~a Ez• 

Jeremillh an« Jtz•ki11l t• th11tr highezst poin t. er 11-,v-,lepm~nt.. This prephat 

l ive~ llur1ng th~ pftr1ed •f C~rue the nr~at er P~raia,an• the hep fta that 

h"' d ,..__• t'reJO thfl •ar•~r •f Cyrus are son tll.i ned in ehaptert1 4!:'55 er thft 

present Boek ef I .. all\h. Tn 550 B.C. Cyrun ev~rthrew the lleci i an pewer;1:i 

546 t••k p•esess~•n ef Ly•11\;&nd in fi3A eapturell Rabylen. While Cyrua 

wan ••mplating ~t• ••nq11eet et Lyaia thle gr•at unknewn prephet ef the 

Exilft saw in hirn t h,t futn,..e r••••m•r et J udah sent in t h11 name ef Gell . 

(4():10•,41:1-3,42:1~13). H1t eal.l" Cyrun t h tt man ef Gell'a eoun11el '.n¥Jt w•,c 

( 46 :11), t.h• ene whem Gea leveth1l.i\l. 'i'\\i\°(48 : 14) ,and even th11 •n" whem Gect 

haa aneinted ,n•wt> (40 :1). Th111 per!•• ef Jutlah'a p11niahm1mt wae f'ul.f11141i 

te• an~ a ireatAr P••~r than Babyl•n weul4 ••mA t• lih~rate t h~ Exilea. 

pheta upre■a thia hep~ anti in times •f atreae prui• t that all th• n,a ... 

et O.baaiah,Jeel 4:9-17). Thie 11 n• uvance 11pen thl\ itleaa that pr••••ect, 

en th~ ••ntrary,it ie a return t• th~ Iaa14h ••n••ptien ef Zi•n'e invie-



so. 

~ability ana •f Gea'a special pretectien er hin peeple . .£nd th~ ether 

Yin•~ Pr,ph"ta inn• way meaify th~ vi~• ef war takftn by their great•r 

t•a•h~r• {MieAh 1: 6 ,5:12,Zeph.1:?,3:6,Na.hmn 1:9 1 3:18-19,Hab.l:6). 

I New it i■ peaaible fer llll t• ••tenainfl th'- attitutle er th" Prepheta 

e! tarael tewartl the ware ef their p••pl•. Wh"n th~ prephftta first ap

pear tluring the Phili■tine war they ae,un t• b., th• agitatera ameng th• 

trl.luus; tluring th~ &yri.a.n ware th'I prepheta ••r• relied upen aa the era•l• 

arul thft auppertel"'■ et nr;in beth th•a~ eaa11e th~ prephet werka in t-h• 

nam~ et Jahwe,but, Jahwe ia 11m1tea te the lantl er Ifir••l ana Judah and 

hie enly relatien is with their armies. ~t the appreaeh et Aaayr1a,hoW'

ever,the prephet1• viaien •••111• te wiaen an• Ja.hwft be••m•a th~ master et 

the &ayrian Armi~a ala• ana he UDftB them aa m•ana et punishment fer hia 

ewn paepl•. Thia v 1•• extewia threugh the ••nt11rieis trera -'m•• te thft 

Se••n• Iaaiah,an• aa ene nat1en faila te tll.l.!11 th~ miaaien ualgn"d to 

it by Ged and the prephet anether appears antl 1a ha~l•• as th~ n•• mea

eenger ef the Ge• et Iara•l,ae an•• rea er punishment. Thft literary 

pr-.phftte leek~• en war ae thft enly means ef ••rr••ting injuaticft an• of 

purging wreng trem th~ werli. War in itself waa net •••m•d 1••••1t wu, 

ai, Ezekiel ••1• (14:21) ,"•n• •f thft reur m1tane ef p11niehment fer ain,antl 

waft elaa••• with ta■1nft,w11• beuta,an• th~ plague. 



RELATION OF JAHWE TO WAR. 

Th._ ritual et war,the leg1elat1en en war,anc the attituae •f the pro

phets teward war imply th~t Jahw~ h~nuself her& an intimat~ relat1en te 

war. Th• qu~■ tien now arieee:"hat waa th!~ r~latien? WhAn ene think~ 

of the ritee •~rrent amen~ the aneient leraelit•a the temptation ie v•~ 
etreng t• aaas,,rt that Jahwe wae a t en~ tim~ nething mere than a war-goci . .I 

Th~ cenisultation or eraclee like the ephotl, t h.., uri.ru a ~d thumim,and the 

a rk ; the burDji-ll&•rifi••a at the epenine; ef a eampaign;th~ tabeeing a.net 

a11struat!Qn at &1.tiee a.n• irlhahitante i n the nam,. et Jahwe; t.hlll eeneeera

tien et war anti ef warrier-e; theae thingo se~m t• amggeet t hat t h,, p eeple 

eaW' in Ja.bw• their leaaar i n batUe. Thi■ ••~e net m~an,hewev~r,~hat 1n 

Jahw~ th•y eaw enly a Gea et war. The ai■tin•tien muat b~ clearly CnlWU 

between a aei ty whee~ enly fun•·tien ia t• lea• i n v,a.r-, ,ma ene whe u pr.

teeter et hits peeple h•l»• ~ them &le• in battle. Bart.en 11tl~8: "Thie ged 

(Jahwe) 1 beea11,e6 er the natur~ ef the weath~r in t .h.e r~gion where hie 

peeple 11vea,hac beeeme aeeeoiate• in their rninae with eleuau,aterms,anQ 

th~ntier;b••••e• et t h11ir warlike atruggleas :with their naighharB,he wae al,. 

ue r.car••• aa the civer ef vietery in war.• {SSO: p . 291). t hie ·atatement 

makee J ah\Yf'J :r1ra t th,i pr-et•• ter ef h·i» p&eple anti then IUllSigns te him th& 

twe •tm•rea•f weather an• war. Hew tru~ thias statement ie the faeta in 

th~ Ribl~ muat pr••e. 

l'n ·t !1e Bibl,-, twe an•i•nt beeks ar1.1 mentl•n•li wh1•h ar" er 11eme value 



ln thi• eenneeti•n. In lh:amberG 21: 14 we r•a• ef an exaarpt. tram th• ~•o 

"'" .. ~\'Qn~ Q ,ans in J eeh . 10': 1 3 an• TISMt . 1 : 18 w~ :tln• extra• ta trem t.h• 

~w-n ~•o. Frem th,.ae pa■aae;s• we learn that t h ~ Iisraelitfle P••••oaetl 

beek■ in whi&h they ••l~brat~• their triu■phe an• their h•ree61 an~,eut-

114e or the Chronielee epok~~ of 1n th~ Peokn ef Kings,theoe •l' battle 

oance 111oern t• hav11 b~,.n a me et impotan t pi•c~ et l iterature. Th i s ean be 

eae ily 1mden t••• 1Jhen we reme rob~r that from th~ t1m,. the Itsrlf.e.11 tee be

can their immigrA.tien t• the promieeei lanai tiown t • a very lat~ a.att. the:, 

we r ,i contin•tally ••nofllrned wi th war. On their way to <1anaan th6: hael to 

:r1,ht aft' the ll)lt1oua thre u.ih which t hey paeafltl;in tak1ne; poaeeaoion of 

t he eetmtry they f•ltlltl it n•••eearJ1 to auheiu ~ the inhabit&tutE alN&tiy_ in 

th~ la.na ;1n ex t. enaine their kinceiem th~y wor• ••mpellea t • ove r e ome the 

51!'.l'Tro,uitling peoplea i a n ci in pre.eerv i.l 1" themael Yell a 4a.ina t the gren.tor na

tions that triea t• over-pewor th•m th•) ba.ttl•• l •n~ and h~r•. It io not 

et.ra.nc•,t.bo r~:t'•r•, t hat th• Iar aeliteG peeae1u1•• wa.r aenga. Wh•n we think 

et t.h-. •entente of th• Bible the t.wo great fa•t• tha t etan• out meet p~•m-

1nently &1·0:w•rah.ip an4 war. or th11 eo•ial een•U tiens we reati little;ef 

pel 1 t1•al c•naitiona y11ry litUe mor~;the •hl et ••n••rn ia reli Y.i•n and 

it 1• a1sn1ficsant that along with religion •• muc:h epac~ iv giv en to war . 

rh~ •nly expla.nati•n that•~ ean give 1a t • say tha t war was wa£ed in t h e 

~a m" ef antl fer J&hwe . Thi ■ explanat i on 18 aetually auppetteti ·by twe llii

reot oxpreaa1•ns i n the Bi ble 1ta•lt. In l Sam.18 :1 7 an~ 2n : 28 DavitJ,thc 

var-ri e r ... h~r• or Iara♦1,1a apeken et- aa fi&hting t h e ,Hi\• .n,ican1~, t he wnr, 

,t Jahw~. 



If the ~Ml •~re :t'eneht in t h ~ nam~ et a.mi for .Jahwe,w• must. new 1.n

uire whR.t part Jahwf: himstslt t eek in t he battl11.AlerA than •nc~ the B1ble 

60crib~o J ahw,, e.c a warner ancl ao l~aiing the battle. Df>berah pietu•r•o 

11hwe u ••ming terth tren, Seir,ae rnareh1nt threugh t h ~ !l•lda ot Morn, 1D 

tnier t• pa~ti•ipat,, in th,, war with Sieera (Jua .5:~) , and o h~ auraes the 

1nhab1 tan ta o.t' Merez b6•a.~,s,e th~y cantft net to thf\ help of Jahwe 1.n the 

battle ( .l~cl.5:23) ,which c l earl y meaJ1s t ha t Jahw~ lMi tJ:ie a.rmy and teaght 

amen~ th1t h~rees . Tn lISam.5: 24 David iB told t• wait f•r th~ atta•kt,1p

on thf! Ph111et1nfll 6 unt i~hf! h~a.ra th-, neu.od or f••t-~t•ps aroeng the t•p:s 

th~ cainp of th1t ~nenzy . Th~ nattiral int~rtsnc,. is tha t th~ fe•t-J>tepa ~re 

t hu11s et Jahw., h lnw l\lf. tn Numb~rtJ 10·:35 we tine an aaareau t.o tile ark 

which readc afl fellews:~Lr1ee,Ja.hwe,that thin~ enem1Ae may b~ scattered, 

lpeat~• in Poalm oA:2.~n• in t he rites et warf&Tft we teuna that the ark · 

wao Aom~ ~im~a carr1e• inte battl~ an4 that Jahw~ was iaentifi•• with ~h~ 

ark (ISaru . 4:3 and 6-8 ). Here also it is eviaent that Ja.hwe wao c•ncei~H 

as fi!hting and attacking his entJmiea. J.nfi finally , in the. aens e:t' t.ri

umph celebrating th4 ev~rthr•w ef the Egyptia.n~ at the R•• Sea Jahwa ic 

lexplieitly eallu an n~n~b '-''" ,a wan-1u- . 

n~ng in Judge& 5 18 eenoe41e411 t o b~ vary aneiAnt,an• no •••bt it givec u:, 

a ••rr••t acceunt e:t' th~ Iaraelitieh bel iet' at the time er the J1.1eigea.The 

god Jahwe ::was aenceived &.JJ marching aetuat.lly t• battle. Th" cencept.ien 



5"111n1a •r11d1 an• ~nthrepemorphic;bt,t fer thiu rf'lanon it i n not to be re

J•c teli er explained away u a men1, pe~tic cen•~it. The eenc vary likely 

. 
pr11e "rvflo within it& v1>rel!s seme t hin~ Q! ancient m_vthelegy,an'1 it 1" in 

this s•nse thRt th• c•ncep tion of Jahw~ i& t.e be undr.nt••• . Th-. narra

t iv~ in IISarouel 5 : Z2-2n p f>l'"hapo 1~etlecto a similar belie!. l'lhat ••nncc

tion Jahwt3 hat with th-. m,.1lherr) ,~reet. io not el ear,•~ can •nl;,· say t .ho.t 

th~ neunci 01' too t-etepe in tl-i~ tr••~n wau a algn that Jahwe woulti etart to 

battl e. 'l he t h ~,ight le nci t ao cn:uh, au tha t i n the De herah aang,and yet 

it. :,onn.,r, c~o a ctstinc t.ly mytholof~ical tinge. Davi• witheut ieub t b" l ie.·.r• 

ed t hat Jahw~ \fent befer" h im t• 1a.ia smite t he enf'lnty . Thf': adlirea::i to t !1c 

~honGht or aa enterins into direc t een!li•t with hie ~n~mieo. The iat.e, 

ae Gray aaya ( Com . t• Numb~r" p.96.)cannet be g i v1:n;bu t it au1em:s juBt t• 

aor.um~ that i t in an lat~ aa th~ tim~ of th~ e•ttle~~nt i n Canaan,for in 

t hi fi paaea" e Jahw1: le centin ftd t• th" Slrk,an is the caBf'. in t he nt•rY N• 

lat&d i n lSam .4:1 - 8 a nli 5 : l-12;wh1&reaa in th e eaYli'lr times Janw~ •a.me 

fre1n Seir anci n e ark 18 m~ntleutJcl in cennec tien w1 t h him. The Seng at 

th~ ti111e or M•DeB te the time ef t he ·Ua.ecabee:,. (.Ency elCDped..ia Biblioa Vol.. 

II p .14501). It ls haral jr peae ibl,., te pl&cf': th.11:> son~ 1 hewt11ver,with the 

which th~ Psalms ment i cine• la.ck eiritirely. The Paalms give lit.tle mere 

ua Wi th a v1v1tt,peetic pi•ture et Jahwe ! >1 g,rappline cenfliot with the 
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Rgyptian arml~e. It 48ecr1beo Jahwe ae a warrier evfllrturning thfl &harieta 

anct hurlin6 tht: mflln int• th,: efta, which the Pel\ltns de not ct•,ana 1n a way 

makeo en~ !~el t hat 1! th!A sen~ 1e not of an early 4at e,it ia at 

th~ werking over er an ancient themfl, in which atil1 l ing11r11 the an

belief that Jahwt: di• personally attack ,md «~etrey the ~gyptiano. 

'!'he means b.v which Jathwe ma.nifflot~d hie pres~n•~ and by whioh he aa

aist~• h1B peeple hav11 a.le• been hanaed down t• uo. In Jeshu~•e battle 

with tht: R-n•riteu we rea4 th~t Jahw11 hurled ••wn great hailstone~ upon 

t h~ ~n•rny ana th~t merfl ••r~ kill•• by th~ hailet•n~a tha n by the ewerd( 

J1sh.lD:ll). Tn expla1nine thie pa~e&gfl it w•ulri b~ feoli~h to aaaert 

that~ hailsto rm happ~n~• «urine the hRttl~,&nd that f•r thie rfla~•n the 

paeaagfl in of n• eens~qnenc~. No aeqht a hailstorm aid h~ppen during the 

battl~,but in th~ ~~lleterm the lera~litea eaw th• power and anAi~tance 

er t~ ~ir God. nfthorah singe that wh~n Jahw~ cAm~ torth fr• m Seir th., earth 

fhul t te eee th11.t the appoaranc .. 1f Jl\hw11 WAB att•n•1.1• by cenvnlaionn of 

nature ftnc:!, aa earthquak1111,etorma,11ght1n1ng,a.ntl thuntlare. In eth~r worde 

Jahwe ue•• aa hiB inatrumentA of war the ~l•rn•nt8 •f natur ... Thie th•uihS 

h contirmetl by mere than ene paaeagfl in the Bibltt. Th~ aeeeun t et the 

Rovelatien en Sinai pietur~• J~we ••min~ ~•wn to the meuntain amitl thick 

tie n t • lD.1Jah 1l!l th• atill •mall ve1•• ehew:11 plainly that praviaualt .. J&h

•e ha• beea •••• in the aterm w1n•,th• earthquako,antl the li~htning (IK . 

j 
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19:11-12),ana thfl Pla«t,at.B in Egypt very likely are t• b~ aaaigned t• th• 

same b111lief aa ~ se~rce;fer a.meng th~ pl.asu~e we ean e11e Jahwe witlaing 

11l11me11te er natur•,~opecially in the haileterru(Ex.chape .9 aml l Oi).--?t'lr 

mee t ~omplet~ pre•! e r the beliet,hewever,is t • bf! feund i n Pealm 18. 

Th,e Psalm was clesely asaeeiatea with Da.via,as ie evi•~~•ed by i ts in

nertien in the St1tcona Reek et Samu~l ehap.22;ana it c•ntains a very tu11 

deeeriptien •t th~ ••n••ptien et Jahwe an a c•• ef war an• the natural 

f•r•~a. Jahwe 1e eaid t• b~ th• teaeher ef war(v.36 ,eempar• Pealm 144:1); 

Jahw11 aaaists his warri•r in battl•(vv.30,38-43) ; Jahwe rides f•rth •n the 

et•rrn-wind ana the cleuaa,sh•etB hie lightnings and rearg with hie thundey 
• 

d•wn hts hailat•nee and ceals •~ fire. Thie,~••,may be «ia-

po•try,but ft♦n as P••try it earri•a us back t• a tim~ wh•n i~ 

u;preeaed a sinet1tr• beli~:t,wh111n it W&B thA "tVthelegy of the natien. Thac 

far, t ri111n , it 11eAms nar- t• aay that at ene t1m111 Jahwe was o•neeive« as a 

~•Ill of the 1alementft ana e:t "8.T. If he peanee1s,ul e thsr 11.ttributee er t'lm•• 

I tieue, ''" have :'• r•••nl •f them. Even in la.tflr times wh11n t hfl mythele6 1-

tal elAm,.,nt ha• h••n l•at Jahw., was 11till th•ught •f ae &c••mpanying th• 
I 

anny,l\e we n•" !rem Paal.mll 44:1C11, 6®:l2 and th,. ,..._pition in 100:12.-

•f thia expreaai•• ie still a matter et aiap~t•(Smena:L.AR pp.201.-204 a..4d 

Sahwally:SK pp .3 );ancl the arcmnent tanla upo~ 

th11 origlnai applieatie11 ~ the ••n "''~~~ . In thf! B1llle th& ••nl nu 

many 41ft•~ent applieati•na. 
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,t Jah,,e (ISam.17:45); th~ h el\v ~nl:r bod i ~s are cAll ed thf't Heats e! Heav'9:1 

D~ttt.~:l~ ,Jer. A: 2 , 19 :13,33: 22,Ia .4~: 26 , 4n :12);Hup~i-•ar-thly beings are 

1all•ti tha Heats et Jah"'• (,Jesh. 5 : 14},•r H•st.a et H~.n.vP.n (IKinis 22:19). 

Ct mun t alo• b t: ne t tc~cl t~a t in th,i neng •f Deb o~"1 the e tarn ti«h t 1n 

Ln a •har-.1at. •f fir• (IIKings 2: 11 );an• t ."1a t Elieha in th,_ time • f danger 

,e.,s hims&lf t• l)-, ourrennci fll« •n th" meun tR.iil by nenu,e and ehari• i.i... o: 

far cunn1ci•r'>d ··'" ar~ J ,u,ti.fied in nayinl\ that Jahw,: wao in very ancient • 

1 tee; an• t!'len f l l1a.lly , th.-, G•• of th~ werla an«. 11.ll nations . In aooor.clanct 

th• wenli1 Heat:, weuld r-.fer flnt t• t h ~ at•rm-pewera of natur~,ne xt. to 

th~ otertn-po....,.... of. •a.tur-.; perh•pe the phraau1 qi, ••ineti aft,,r thiis ear

ly mythela0 y paan•• eut • f th~ Jahwft oenceptien . 

l 7: 4n shews th~ •ppl1•at1•n •f th,. phrae~ te t~~ armiea of Iara•l;but 

thiA 1)1\Baa«-. han b"•n aaeigned t• a lat,. tlate (Smentl:~ p.202) an• tar 

thiB reaua,1 prev~a nethin~. Ae t• th1t appl teation e f thl\ phraae t• the 

natien15 at lar,~ ,n• paefta~e eu~~•nta thin air~etly;it may b~ intorrec • 



s ~ea aud Isaiah.When they speak et Jahwft ae Jahwe ef Hesta they lm

•11b ttiuH y think et hilrl as mao t6r e f all th~ armi~o w1 thin th~ rane" it' 

1e! r via ton . {.Amen 3:13,5:14,16.1:24,J•r.2:19,6:6). But we etill have 

1 ••••unt fer th~ application ot this phrao~ te th~ heavftnly bed16e and 

• th .. eupe r-earthl) b•inea . Jlartl (GIR p.1~9)merge8'thes8 twe oaau int• 

111, oinc" th~ heavllnly ti•• i•s were ,Ht.aeid,,ree t• b ll alive ( ,Jua. 5: 20, and 

,b 30 : 7). 

,av~nly be4111~s wa s i n tretiu et"Jd into Israel enly a ft,: r the eentact with 

,an, fitrhtin~ agllinnt Siaera. Frem thi a c:lr¢nrnata.nce it seems that in 

.rly mythelegy Ja.hw~ tliti iiet ~• int• t h f'I battltt ale11.6;h-. h1ui hie ewn 

t-.qua t1tl:r 11xpla tn the pass.11.~e in J eeh . 5: 20 when, &fl angel ann•uu•ea him-

11 f t.o b .. a eap tain •1l thfl Heeta •f Jahw•,a.n« a.l s • t.hflt p&tiB&gft i ll IIKiD~U 

17 wh~re Elieh~ behel«a th~ m■W1tal1 fillea with charieto and hensee et 

re. Thia is similar t• S•hw&lly' is cencluaien (SK p. 5),aua best u-__ ___,"____, 

ains the taetH w& pe■e~ss. Henoe,we new can aay that Ja.hw~ waa the 

.uter et a auper-eart.hJ.y heat,et the anniea et Ier~el,an« et the auini•a 

the na tietu:1 . ---
-

'• Jahwe'a relatlen te .war. In t he pr•ph~tic l iterat'II~• we etten ••m• &f. 

·t.as the phrase i\'"' a a•, the Da~ er Jahvrs. Ame11 ueau ~t ter t • tirat. 

. eur- ae-ar•ea ill •hap. 5:l 8 ;amt freJo the way 1• which he empl eis the ex

·•aoien we•~ infer th~t it was a •urrent cembinatien et wer•a a.meng 
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his pee1>l•. l t wan t.e oe t h fl ctay en \Thhh J&hw-. weuld -.etea t th• Jl&tiaw, 

hav~ tien '°l :.his wan by war,utl se here a giiln we aiaeever wa r like attr-ibutcs 

th" D-.y . : Jahwe. He aeel areas t,ha t lt wiLL h 11 a day • f tlarkn,-.11 ~ ,.mli ne t 

• f l ich t, :er t he !l• • pl e •t I ara.e l t h ema,el vea( n : 18- 27 1 0 :9-10:). The bOi a 

et' t.h in ••cl a r a t l• ill the r i r m h111lief et Ame rs t:ia t. J a hw,, 1 11 a Ged • f J ur.n 

~lc11 an« t :iat ae au•h h fl will puniah thto. inj uotic~ e r the Ier ael l tea. The 

means er pu11ialim•n t Alma11 aaw in t h t. a ppreaeh in~ A,aisy rian hee t■, ao ••ecrib• 

the nay •f Jahwe t• a vietery ,net ef I■rael , but e r univerisal j u■ t1••,h• 

• t.111 aa\Y ~h e earoe ina tru,n~n t in th1111 han• .. • f hia Gad, namely \Tar . This ~r.r 

int~rprl!lta t len e t' t h~ nay •f Jahw• ••• beq11uthflti t • hie au••••••r•. Th• 

Iaaiah vivi«ly ••••rib•• th1111 terren et th• •a~ (29 :l~s ) · ?.ep hani~ mak:&u - --
the Day •t Jahwe the very ••ut•r ef hie meBuag• (l:7 , l:8-18 , 2 :1-4,3:1-8). 

tine ana •••trey•• by Jahwa. The pieture that h• tlrawa ia ene •f a.lnaea~ 

Ulliv•r•&l aiaa■t•r,a ci■uter t1-t IIJ\lB t precaa e th• ti~ re15J1 • ~ rich~ 

••t1a11••• · Je•l ill hi• apee&lypt.1• ••••ripti• n• rnak11a th Day •t Jahwe pra• 

tieally tll• Day et Deem. Ne t euy wil l the••~ bring & • •nvuleien e! na-
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everrun the "arth likf! ~ ••v•~ring tira,herrlblft ai«nB will bf) •••n 1n 

i n t• bl••4 . The sarnl'l iaea ie earriee eut by Daniel {ohap . 7 an• 12),ana 

baak as iH aa11 tr,.u1J th~ aeacept l en ef th11 D1Ly it, la aeseo i at•• with -.ar, 

an■ u the terr•r t f t h -. a a y 1 t.aelr 1nerea1u,s auring t h f! c11nttariea th• 

Smen•:LAR pp. 201- 20._) . 

In all theal'l !'&• ta ceneerning J ahw•' n rel a t..i•n t• war 1 t le :U \Y pea• 

e H ,lt t • aee a lhie e!' ••naint.•nt aevel epm•nt. Th11 lin11 e f •i!velepment 

e ea111B te !>c thia. Jah·we erigin&lly 'K&s a ct•• •f t h l'l 1il6111entu et nature, --the earthquake,t1111 f1re 1 ,i.na t ne at.erm;lt.ter,when h"' beoame th" WiLt.iewu 

thf) l eaaer in war he peraenally enter•• th~ battle a t th• !'rent e!' hia 

awn heatN e r eup~r-•arth.ly bein~•;in the oeurae er time the antient m.yt~ 

uea them a■ hia in• namenta ef war. AA• finiLlly,lt ia te laa 

wreac a'tUl t• br1•g abeut the ac• et ri«ht••u•n•■a a.na pea••• 
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PEACE. 

Th~ oubjeet et pea•" in the Bible pr8e~nte a number ef pr•blema. The 

time allewea fer thie werk.hewever,will net permit a ••tail•• 41ae~~e1on 

•f theee preblerne a t thff' preeen t . There:tere, •nly a.n eu tl in1►• ef t llhe ai:t

fer"n t probl•me an• th" chap tert1 in which t h tt) weul« be cenei«ert111i will j 
b~ «1 ven, in t h ~ h•P" that they tan b-, werk•• en t i n !ull i n thfl near ta-

ture. 

I.Puee-tre&tiee et Isra~l with ether peepl•a. 

Lawe :terbiaaing ••vena.nte with the Canaanitee: 

Treaty et Davia with Nachaeh(inf•rrea):IISa,11.l0•: 2 .12:26 . 

Treaty •f Davie with Hiram ef Tyre:IISam. 5:11. 

Treaty •f Sel•m•n with lfiram et Tyre:IKillgB 5:15-25 ,9:27-28,10:U 
, 

Treati•• ef Iarael with .Alaayri& an• RCYPt:IIKin1s 17:4,Heaea 5t 

II.Ritual ef Treati•• &lli Ceve•ante. .J\.' "'\ ~ J\"'\~ 

Di•iain& er aa uimal.:Ge•.15:9-18,Jer.34:lB. 

Oath ana 8aerit1•1&l Meal:Gen. 26:28-30,31: 53-54,Jeah.9:14-15. · 

Sacrifi•i-1 Meal:Kx.24:11,ISam.ll:J.p,IISam.J :20. 

• 
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Jahwe with Pinchao :NU111. 25:ll-13. 

JahwfJ with Jutta.h:Xz.34: 25 , 37: 26 . 

Jahwe with Juci.a.h:Ioaiah 64:10. 

J ~hwl'I with the Pr1e~thoo• :M&lath1 2: 6- 6. 

IV.Ideal et Peace . 

Centent et th~ l•~al: 

Peacl'I thfl ree,:al t at ebeci.iencf! t• the Cernmamlmen ta. 

P~aee t h ~ re~ult et rishteeuen~ae . 

Centributi•n et the Le,enaa :Peac~tul lifft ~•mmenaea an• pre

terr••=~~n.4:~,21:21,25:27. Vielence an• w&r aeprecate4.: 

Oen.34:26-31, 49 : 5-7 . 

Centributien et th• Ceci.ea:Lev. 26:3-6,Num . 6: 24- 26. 

Ceatributiea et the Prephete: 

Heau:2:1a-22. 

I Iaa~ah:~sl~6-~l-9 ,19: 23-25, 32:15-20, ( 2:1-4). 

IU•ah: ( 4ll-4). 

' . 



Pea•• (eeatia11H). 

Hac1a1: 2 :-9 • 

llalaehi:2:5-6 . 

V.RelatieD ef War u• Pea••· 

Oen•l••i.ea. -
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