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fhe East .:.urooean Jewish Communi t y 

in Pre- .iorld war l .do s ton 

by Mark A. Go l ub 

UlGE3T 

The major ~oal of this thesis is to exp lore t he identity, 

life, and activities of the East Eurooean Jewish immi grant 

in the city of Boston, ~~ssachusetts, during t he years 1881 

~ 1914 . This oarticular period i s mos t significant in 

American J ewish history ~enerally , since it is the time 

when Jewish emi )! ration f r om Eastern Europe to Ameri ca was 

a t its hei <?ht . ~hth so :-:lany " Russian" Jews coming to 

America , chan ges had to be made by both ~roups--natives and 

immi~rants-- in learnin ~ to live with each other and to 

understand e a ch other' s ways and attitudes . horeover , the 

immi ,. r ant had the added burden of learnin g t o live i n an 

enviro.,..,ent which was comolet e ly different fro;n any that 

he had heretof ore ever known . The chan~es and acculturations 

seen in int er- grouo and intra- i;r ou o dynamics in hoston made 

fo r a mos t fascinatin~ s t udy . In Bo ston , one can see the 

dif fe ren ces between J rah.min a r d Russia::i Jew and 1{ussian 

Jew and 0 German" Jew o:ten very well de f ined and starkly 

revealed . Althou~h it was not specifica lly mentioned in 

t he t hesis , i t is t h is wri ter ' s opinion that lif e f or the 

East Eurooean Jewis h imr.iig r ant in pre- world War I h os ton 

mi ?ht we ll have demonstrated most of the problems which the 
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inmligrant faced in strivin£ to cope with American urbanity . 

To our mind , 3oston could well have been consi dered the 

epitome of the immigrant situation as i t reflected itself 

in A.~erican cities • 

.Lr. this discussion , we concentrated on most of the im

portant problems facins t~e East ~uropean Jewish immigrant 

upon arriving and settling in ooston . \•/e prefaced this 

discussion with a comp8ratively brief nis torical outline of 

Jewish presence, activity and/or settlement in the city, 

beg inning with individual Jews such as Solomon Franco and 

lsaac Touro and ending with the establishment of a well

defined 11German 11 Jewish conununity in the middle l 800 • s. 

We then turn to t he major causes for t he mass emi~ration o f 

hundreds of thousands of Jews from Eastern Europe. We 

discuss their backgrow1d--socio- economic, religious, etc.-

and how they were received by the o~t~roup as well as by 

their already-settled and already-assimilated ...ierman co

reli~ionists . We deal with intra- ~.roup relations, including. 

religion in the home as well as in the s hul . We discuss the 

rather rudimentary Jewish educational system-- the 11cheder," 

t he " Siddur p eddler,•• and the private tutor- - and see the 

fine end- product, the " l vrioh 11 school , where 11 lvris b ' Ivris 0 

methods replaced the cruder practice of teaching riebrew by 

rote. £here is t he pull toward secular education, first 

seen and admired by the f irst- generation ~ussian Jew, whose 

own exposure to American values through his peddling activities 

caused him to become: disenchanted with traditional ways a.nd 



beliefs and ~radually to be drawn to American ideals . .L:1 

this way d i d he fol low in the footst<:op s of h is Gernan 

Jewish brethren before him. 

Another important a r ea wi th which we deal is the impact 

of t he economic cri sis of t he i mmigrant upon comrm..mity 

or£anization . Previously, both the East Zuropean and Ger

man Jew l ived separate exis~ences; t he former was indigent , 

unacculturated and unsophisticated , whereas t he other was 

comparatively well-to-do, ass imilated and wise in t:he ways of 

Amer i ca. rtowever, thro~b the vehicle of phi lanth ropy on 

behalf of later arriving East .European Jewish immigrants, 

t he J err.'la:i Jews a.-id t he earlier a rrivin2 and ~radually 

assi~ilatin r. Russ ian Jews, t~e two enclaves with nothin2 

in common, fow•1d t he ; 1eans to orl" anize and unite their 

resonrce s . The end res~lt was the f or=nat ion of the Federa-

::io:? of Jewish Charities of Boston , which set up an umbrella 

over all the i moortant phi lant hrooic institutions in t he 

c i ty , t hereby settin~ t he sta2e for further u.ni tin~ ~f t he 

two Jewi s.: co::"i."'l':U..I it ies i n ot:-ter a reas o f c.-:deavo :::." • 

. · ina l l y , He discuss Jewish- Chr i st ian relat ions i n the 

ci ty . As in t :-ie case o: :;iost other cities t1.1ere masses o f 

.::ast Eurooean Jews set tled , s u c'.'l relations were quite poor . 

in ou:;:- d is ~1ss ion we co:-iccntrate on sue!'. aspect s of Jewish

Christia:-, relat i ons a s t he reaction of non- Jews to Jewish 

reli ·~iot;.s pract i ces , the a~!)roach o f mass co:1u.-.unications 

11edia t i . e ., .... ostor, 1 s secu l ar newspaoers ) toward t he J ews, 

t he work o f i m..-ni !:"ration rest::- i ct io:1 ists , anti- Jewish sen-



ti~::c a.!d .:ict!.vity i:i '?';..l·::·lic educat in:i , a!1d -: a:ie::al o~

:>osi t: ion t ouar d t he Jew in every- day life: . Often , social 

L:J::id/or co::u:1ercial i :1terco~rse "::>etwee, J~ws t1 "1d :1on- Jews 

:i.ad violent ?:iysic.nl ::o n seque::ces , esuecia lly for t he Jew. 

(.'1:1 t ::I!! other '.:and , ~m·:evcr, so .. e: ... ~rist::ians showed a :nore 

o r less t:>ositiv e attitude toward tne Jews . ln t'1is latter 

cate !"ory we e soecially poin t ou t t he Christian cler~y , 

which denounced ar:ti- Jewish activity by hoodlums a nd en

coura~ed inter- faith dialo ~ues and debate s. Hence , wh ile 

f ear of the Jew as wel l as resentment o f his CO "?etitive 

sucr.ess he l ? ed anti- Jewis :1 f eelin .... become anti.-Jewisl-:. action, 

t::-tere were eno\; fr, non- Jews whose he l o az1d encoura;:e:;;e:-it of 

t.-:e _as t Euronean L-n;:-i .. rant .: a ve i1 i :i !lo ne to bel i eve that 

e ventually :1e and .! i s n o n - Jewish nei ,...h.bo rs would be friends 

i.nstead o: cnel'ies, and co-wod'"ers iris t e ad of antaconis ts . 

f~c ~i~~l Sect ion Of this na~er is devoted to S~Je jri~' 

"l~rSO'!'!l co1c l usio ns ;,ased u pon our j i.ist: - co :.: l e::ed ana l ysis 
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P~ACE 

l n a thesis such as this, which covers so many years 

and deals with so many aspects o f a comp l icated Jewish 

co:nmunity , one cannot hope to do more than scratch the 

surface . However, I have sufficient confidence in my 

primary and secondary sour ces to believe that even the 

little which I have been able to say within the confines of 

this discussion may he considered useful. I believe that 

l have personally benef itted from my s tudy of the pre-world 

i.Jar l Jewish communicy of Boston, and not only because of 

the intrinsically fascinating opportunity to observe the 

orii; in and evolution o f an ethnic community. There is 

also the added personal incentive to deal with the very 

community of which my family was once itself a part. For 

me , the preparation of this thesis was more than simply 

a fine learning experience; it was also a search into the 

birth and growth of the basic fact ors in the American ex-

perience of my own particular Jewish community . It was 

these factors which helped shape the basic attitudes and 

values of my own 11mishpocheh. 11 In a sense, therefore, t his 

thesis was a concerted search into my own essential reli-

g ious and social identity as based upon historical fact and 

figure. t he skeptic who might believe that one's iden-

tity is shaped only by present psycho logical and sociological 

factors should be reminded that much of a person's identity 
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is based uoon the socialization of his parents, who them

selves have been socialized by their parents. Hence, the 

present generation is indire ctly a product of those who 

ca.me genera~ions before themsclves--and wha t those generati ons 

did and what they thought is history. l therefore consider 

myself and my identity the r esult of this past. This was 

perhaps t he greatest motivat i on for :ny wishing to deal with 

the bos t on phase of the Eas t Europe an Jewish emigration to 

the Un ited Stat es . 

Be fore embarkin~ on this self- discovery through history, 

I should l ike to thank those whose aid was indispensable in 

the preparation and fina l production of this thesis . 1 

especially am grateful to my r efer ee , Pro fes sor Stanley F. 

Chyet--a l so a native 3os tonian- - who offered many he l pful 

suggestions concerning primary sources to probe and books 

to read . Prof • .:hyet s pe;)t ::iany hours poring over this 

text , ironing out linguistic knots and c l arifying vague 

thoughts or over-sL~plified 6eneralizations . I am much 

indebted to Prof . Chyet, not only for his complete f ul

fi l lment of the role of patient mentor, but also for h i s 

wonderf ul 11rnenschleke it 11 in all phases of the equal ly 

testin~ r ole o f referee and friend . I am also indebteQ 

to my typist, !'."rs . Jonathan .M. i:Srown, who managed a home, 

a husband , a baby and t hr ee theses wit h equal effici ency 

a nd expertize. I an grateful to Col. Benjamin Garfinkle, 

of Boston and Cape Cod, who permitted me free access t o his 
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p ersona l library and h is ti~e , and to t he editors of The 

\J:)oston) Jewi sr. ll.dvos_ate , wno allowed ;.,e to use t:he 

fa c i lities of their o ff ices in order to continue illY ~e

sec.::-ch duri:-i~ a '.1ectic t.:..'1.ristmas va.catio:-i . Las t , but not 

l east , l wish to thank my ?arents , .ir. and .·rs . Paul Go lub , 

o f 3 rook line , 1.as sac husetts , a:id •.:a:Js God , wl"lo '1.ave h ad 

t~c :1ecessary Jatie:-ice a~d ~ctained t he conti~~al hope 

that thei:: son woul d f ul f il l their wis hes .i.'1d d rea"ils f or 

It is ~O?ed that t h is thesis 

t ];_ U. c:icou:.~a :::e t~e~ to .:".a in ta in their expectation that be 

e ventua lly will achieve all their hearts ' desire f or hir.: ••• 



1. 

BIStolUCAL ACCOUNT 

A historical analysis of the Jews of Boston imnediately 

reveals the interesting possibility of there having been 

individual Jews present in Boston before any Jewish COlllllU

nity took shape in what is now tbe United States.l ~e source 

finds the history of the Jews in Boston going as far back as 

1648, when one Isaac Abrahams appeared before tbe Boston 

notary, Aspinwall, to have him witness the sale of bis vessel, 

"The Bride of •chusen", to two Bostonians, Robert Scott and 

John Cooke.2 The validity of his Jewish identity is, how

ever, open to question. Another (and certainly more accurate) 

source finds the first Jew in Boston to be Solomon Franco.3 

Arriving in 1649 on a Dutch vessel, Franco, a poor Jev, pro

posed to settle in Boston. In order to remove the •danger• 

of having an indigent Jew living in their midst, the Govern

ment of the Conmonwealtb paid him to leave the colony.4 

Whether it was Abrahams or Franco who came first to Boston. 

it would appear that at least one of them arrived in this 

country five or six years before Jacob Barsi.maon, who is pur

ported to be the fi.rst Jewish settler in Dutch or British 

North America.5 lbe belief that Barsimaon was tbe first 

Jewish settler in what is now the United States is probably 

true, however, since neither Abrahams nor Franco were per

mitted to remain in Massachusetts. (It was the opinion of 

historian Lee M. Friedman that it wa.a tbe practice of Puritan 

• 
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governmental officials not to allow Jews to settle in Massa

chusetts because of religious reaaons.6 Such a hypothesis, 

however, is not substantiated by primary sources. A far more 

likely reason ia economic considerations.) Even though eco

nomic reasons led the Puritans not to permit indigent Jews-

or Clriatiana--to settle in their midst, the Puritans did 

look to the Old Testament for guidance and, in 16411 pro

duced 11The Laws and Liberties of .Maaaachuaetta," which v.re 

directly modelled after the Mosaic Lav.7 Hence, even though 

Jews were probably not allowed to remain in Haaaacbuaetts, 

their laws and ideals were not only accepted, but became a 

dominant influence as well in the state during these years 

of Puritan rule. 

Another Jev in pre-Revolutionary Boston was one Rowlaadd 

Gideon, who appeared in the first Boston tax list {1674) as 

Nye Jew. 118 He was one of tbe Jewa to whom letters of deni

zation bad been granted by the British Government i.t'l order 

that they might settle in the English colonies. In 1675, 

Gideon appeared in association with one Baruch in a law suit 

before the Court in Boaton.9 Two Jewa--Rapbaeli Abendana 

and Samuel the Jew--are found in the "list of inhabitants in 

Boston, 1695.ulO On June 6, 1716, a Jewish merchant, laaac 

Lopez, landed in Boston on the ship "Restoration.. f roa Lon• 

don.ll ln 1720, Lopez was elected one of the constables of 

Boston. He declined the off ice9 however, and elected inataad 

to pay a fine in order to be excused froa it.12 A rat.a.r 
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prominent figure of Jewish origin during pre-Revolution days 

was tbe conrirt .Judah M9nia, vbo taught at HarYard College 

aa an instructor in tbe H9brev language.13 

Becaua• ••ttl.-nt in tbe Muaachuaett• lay Colony -• 

contingent upon tbe conaent of governmental autboriti••• 

many .Jeva, again for economic reaaona, w.re 'twarned" out of 

Boaton aubaequent to Solomon Prance. Thea• included: .Joaepb 

Buene (1680), David Calllpanell, vboae eriginal home vaa in tba 

state of Rhode lalani (1726), and Philip Samual, who c ... to 

Boston via New York (1756).14 The tNll-lmown Revolutionary 

patriot, l8aac Hosea, who later becaa. a member of tba Rev 

York Qlamber of Connerce, va• warned out of Boston dthin 

fourteen days of bis arrival there in 1762~15 Another 

prominent Jev with a Boston connection vaa Aaron Lopez, wbo 

lived in Newport, Rhode Island and conducted hi• buainess 

dealings in Boston through a non-.Jeviah agent, Hanry Lloyd.16 

Lopez acted in this way presumably becauae it V&Q e.:ier for 

a man residing in Rhode Island to have someone el•• carry 

out his business for him in another ciey.17 Lopez also carried 

out hia business in Boston by sending a Jewish apprentice, 

.Joseph De Lucena, to tbe city. It vas apparently a fairly 

COlllDOn practice for Jewish -rchanta from otbar cities to 

carry on their buainesa aff aira in Boston through young Jewish 

employees whom they temporarily sent there just for that pur

poae. Thia ia wby Isaac Levy, of Philadelphia, and Abraball 

.Judah, of Newport, were found in Boaton for a abort t1- in 
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1735.18 

The moat prominent Jew in Boston during and just after 

the Revolution vaa Moaea Michael Haya~ the date of hi• ar

r! val in Boston ia uncertain, but it seems to begin or about 

1776.19 Haya entered the insurance busineaa, and established 

an office at 68 State Street. Hia ·residence was located on 

lower Middle (now Hanover) Street. He lived there with hi• 

widowed sister, Rayna Toure (her huaband had been Rabbi Isaac 

Touro of the Congre~stion Yeahuat Israel in Newport, Rhode 

Island), her son, Judah, who left the Haya home at the age 

of twenty-seven to become a leading merchant in New Orleana,20 

and H&ys•s own five daughters and one ·son. Hays seems to have 

become quite prosperous through his iD•urance business as well 

as various mercantile enterprises, and eventually became one 

of the wealthiest citizens of the city. Haya became very 

influential and popular with many leading non-Jeva of the 

city.21 Thia is certainly attested by the fact tb...at Haya 

became on June 6, 1788, the Grand Master of t he Free Masons 

of Boston, which, save for Haya, was a completely non-Jewish 

fraternity.22 

By 1790, Boston oounted among it• denizens • number of 

Jeva, including Hays, his son, Judah, A. Seliga, laaac Solomon, 

M. A. Wallach, and B. Mirrancta.23 Moreover, Boston Jewry 

could point with pride to it• representative• vbo an-ved in 

a di•tingui•bed manner in the Revolutionary War. Among them 

vas Isaac Frank.a, vbo served aa an ensign in the Seventh 
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Masaachuaetta Regiment in 1781 and after the Ravolution 

reached the rank of colone1.24 

From the middle of tbe seventeenth century, when J.,,. 

ti.rat began to appear on the scene in Boaton, until the 

1840 1 a 1 there waa no diatinetive Jewiah connunity in the 

city. Individual Jewa aettled there, but no concerted effort 

was made to eatabliah a comamity of Jews. However, the 1840 1 s 

makk the beginning of auch a COllDlftity. Jewa came to Boaton 

at a ti.me of economic ~ansion. 'l'be city's merchant• aent 

their merchandiae to the new MidV9stern and Southern .arketa 

in Chicago, St. Louis, Savannah, and Memphia. With the Bos

ton merchant• taking their buaineases to the proaperoua Mid

west and South, the Jews who emigrated mostly from Germany, 

Austria, and Poland, fo\Uld promising economic opportunities 

now available in Boston. 'nlese they filled by becoming ped

dlers .25 As soon as the peddlers began to make economic 

inroads, Jews skilled in other trades began coming to Boston. 

'nleae included tailors, jewellers, watcbmakera, furriers, 

cigarmakers, shoemakera, and provision dealera.26 

'Die religioua needa of the early Boston Jewish co-.mity 

1Nre not great. All services were held at the holna of one 

Peter Spitz, the congregation being made up of the few res

idents of tbe city, plua some others vbo peddled in neigh

boring town• and aame to Boston on tbe Sabbat:h and other 

religi.oua holidaya to pray with Jews.27 'lhe first Boston 

Jewish congregation was officially founded in the year 1842, 



and was given the name "Ohabei Shalom.• 'nle first president 

of the congregation vas Mr. William Goldsmith, who vas 

elected unanimously to the position.28 At first there vas 

no house of worship; instead, the congregants met for services 

in a rented upper room on Washington Street.29 The first 

Jewish burial ground was procured on October 5, 1844, after 

the Board of Aldermen voted to allow the Jews to use the 

ground for such a purpose.JO The plot was located at the 

corner of Byron and Romer streets on Noddle Island (later 

known as East Boston), and it cost ._ ...... Obabei Shalom $200 to 

buy it.31 In 1851, Obabei Shalom Q>ngregation decided to 

build a synagogue. It soon purchased a piece of suitable 

land on Warren (later Warrenton) Street for this purpose. A 

fund of $7,000 was raised by the Jeva, with an assist from 

many of their Christian neighbors.32 Hence, both Jews and 

Christians shared in the building of Temple Ohabei Shalom, 

which was dedicated in 1852.33 Indeed, many prom1.nent 

Christians attended the dedication ceremonies of the Temple.34 

In 1854, some lllUlbera of Cllabei Shalom severed connectiona 

with the congregation and formed another one nearby. The basic 

reasons for the formation of a nev congregation appear to have 

been disagreement concerning the mode of worship employed and 

bitter ethnic factionalism between the German and Polish 

elements in the congregation. Rabbi Solomon Schindler wrote 

concerning the schism: 
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Every one of them desired ••• to have such 
a mode of worship established in the 
synagogue as would .t:emind him of his own 
youth. Differences of opinion arose, and 
after the animosity had kept growing fo~ 
a few years, the storm finally broke loose 
when the congregation was about to engage 
a new minister ••• those who called them
selves Germans ••• :roae in opposition to those 
members whom they called Polanders ••• 'lbe 
German !action was led by the president and 
the officers of the congregation, still they 
were in the minority. The Polandera, form
ing the majority of the congregation, were 
marshalled by ambitious men out of their 
own midst. The Geanans favored a minister 
who had come from the same part of the 
country from which they had come; the 
Polanders• choice was a man of their own 
nationality. The dissension grew hotter 
and hotter until the minority bolted. 
Leaving to the majority all the property 
which they had acquired, inclusive of the 
burial-ground, they took with them nothing 
but the little account-book and the Shofar, 
which happened to be in the possession of 
their president, and formed a new congre
gation to which they gave the name, Adatb 
lsrael.35 

Rabbi Schindler• s description d the events leading to tbe 

split in the ranks of Temple Obabei Shalom demonstrates 

most clearly how destructive ethnic factionalism can become. 

With each side vying for leadership as well as control of 

worship procedure and synagogue affairs, the only result 

could be ultimate rupture of relations. In a sense, the 

conflicts between the German and Polish elements in the 

Ohabei Shalom congregation were a microcosm of relations 

between both groups on a eomaamity scale. There was assuredly 

general friction between tbeae first-generation Jews, with 

the TeJQPle acting as a conmon meeting-ground for a concen-
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trated confrontation of each side on basic issues vbicb 

divided them. The fact that these i.asues could never be 

resolved within the Temple must mean that they were never 

n-aolved in the larger COlllDWlal frame of reference. Ap

parently, therefore, tbe early Boston Jewish C0WWW1ity vas 

characterized by an irritating incompatibility betv.en ethnic 

factions, with these very differences in national origin 

providing the basis for divergence and friction.36 

1'ach of the history of the evolution of the Boston 

Jewish coJ1111UDity subsequent to 1854 is the history of the 

gl19Wtb and changes which took place in these two early con• 

gregations--Ohabei Shalom and Adatm Israel. After the 

schism in the ranks of Ohabei Shalom and the birth of Adath 

Israel, a new religious dimension began to manifest itself 

among the Jews of Boston. While Ohabei Shalom retained its 

traditional mode of worship, Adatb I•rael, which leased a 

bouae on Pleaaant Street for it• worship and bought land in 

Wakefield for a burial ground, gradually turned toward a 

more progressive form of faith. It retained the Rabbi about 

whom tbe original Obabei Sbaloa congregation bad quarreled-

Joseph Sachs--for only tvo years, after which it hired Rabbi 

Joseph Shoninger, who helped the congregation in ita spiritual 

reform aa minister for the next eighteen years! On the other 

band, Temple Obabei Shalom bad a constant turnover of ministers, 

among whom were Dr. Isaac Nathan, Dr. Abraham Giinaberg and 

Dr• Hirsh Falk Vidaved7 None of these men, bow9ver, contri-
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buted aignific.antly to the growth of their congregation aa 

did Rabbi Shoninger and hia auccesaor, Rabbi Solomon Schindler, 

who himself occupied Adath Israel's p\Jpit for nineteen yeara. 

The continuity which tbeae two men provided for their con

gregants could not help but make their spiritual growth a 

steadier one than that enjoyed by their sister group, Ohabei 

Shalom, Which bad to endure continual miniaterial ch•ngea 

and, therefore, loss of such continuity.38 

the founders of Adath Israel were among the more proa

peroua Jewa of Boston;'39 but the congregation was itself 

comprised mainly of peddlera.40 By 1880, however, moat of 

these peddlers had found more lucrative and respectable 

means .of coumerce. Soon they were firmly rooted 1.n the 

Boston businesa comamity, although only tbe wealthy Hecht 

family had been able to settle in the pluah Back Bay area.41 

Besides Jacob Hecht, who waa a most successful financier, 

the most influential men w.re the Morae brothers, Leopold 

and Godfrey. Leopold was elected with a plurality of 1,200 

votes to Congress in 1876,42 while Godfrey became a ... ber 

of the Boston School Committee as well u Preaident of the 

Boston Common Council in 188J.43 

As the movement toward Reform Judaism became more pro

nounced, Rabbi Schindler began to introduoe new featuna 

into Adath Israel's spiritual milieu, such as the family 

pew, organ, choir and new prayer book. While these changea 

caused al.moat half of his congregation to resign, it waa not 
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long before his gooWing flock needed a new house of wor

ship. Hence, a new structure was built in 1885 for Math 

Israel which waa situated on the corner of Columbus Avenue 

and Northampton Street in Boston's South End.44 During the 

following year, the Temple introduced the practice of having 

the sermon delivered in English.45 

During tbe years after the Civil War, charitable organ

izations for the alleviation of economic diatre•• endured 

by Boston's poor Jewish citizens began to appear, and they 

grew more and more important as increasing i.Dmigration made 

the need for self-help organizations a vital nece•aity. 1be 

high-water mark was reached in the final two decade• of the 

nineteenth century and the first two of the twentieth. It 

was then that the atrocious persecutions in Eastern Europe 

reached their zenith, and the ugly word "pogrom" became a 

central word in the vocabulary of almost every Jew. Russian 

persecution of the Jews drove thousands upon thousands of 

Jews to the shores of America, and many of them settled in 

Boston. lndeed, whereas during Civi l War days the provincial 

spirit of Boston kept imni.gration to such a miniDaun that 

there were probably less than three-hundred .Jewish f amiliea 

in the city, Russian persecutions at the turn of the century 

brought so many Jews into Boston that by 1912 there were 

probably over 30,000 Jewish families there.46 

In subsequent pages of this paper, we shall discuss the 

charity organizations and activities instituted by Boston 
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Jewry to care for its burgeoning inllligrant population. SUf-
it 

f iceAnow to say that without them, the Boaton Jewish com-

munity would never have become the forceful and influential 

element in Boston life vbich it eventually did. It took 

organi zation. such as the United Hebrew Benevolent Society, 

the Hebrew Ladies• Sewing Circle, the Hebrew Sheltering 

Home, the Hebrew Industrial School, the Free Employment 

Bureau of tbe Baron de Hirsch Fund and tbe eventual unifying 

in 1895 of Boston charity groups into the Federation of 

Jetrisb Ciariti es to make efforts on behalf of the izmligrants 

successf ul and meaningful. But let us first of all turn 

our attention to the object of these ef forts--the· Boston 

Jewish inmigrant--in order to analyze both him and those 

upon wbom his presence in the cU:y of Boston bad impact. 

What kind of welcome might the immigrant coming to our shores 

at the Boston i.m:ni.gration port in the 1880'• and onward hope 

to expect, not only from hia fellow Jews already living there, 

but also from the non-Jewish oonmrunity of the city? How did 

these newly-arrived Jews get along with their firat-ge.neration 

coreligionists, as well as with their Qiristian neighbor.! 

What kind of assimilation took place over the years! What 

cultural, spiritual and intellectual activity took place among 

the Boston i.nnigrants? These problem-questions were central 

ones for the pre-World War I innigrant in Boston, perhapa 

more so for him than for his post-war counterpart, becauae 

i.m:ni.gration was at a high-water mark for the foa.r. 'l'be 
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numbers of inmi.grants coming to America after World War l 

decreased with each passing year; moreover, as the immigrant 

continued to live in this country he flourished and gradually 

became acculturated. Hence, bis problems purely as an 

immigrant became less. That is why we should now turn to 

t he period of the greatest influx of Jewish immigrants into 

Boston and the United States--1881-1914--in order to paint 

as vivid a portrait as we can not only of the problems which 

a Jew newly a rrived in ~his country had to face, but also of 

the manner in which he and his fellow Jews dealt with them ••• 

, .. 
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II. 

fl PORTRAIT Qf I§ BOSTON JEWISH lHHlGlWfTS 

The large majority of the Jews vbo settled in the city 

of Boston came from the Russian Empire. They were Jeva vbo 

bad suffered under Russian rule. The more that conditions 

deteriorated in Russia, the more imperative it became that 

tbe .Jews there think in terms of movement westward, where 

conditions were much more conducive for Jewish settlement. 

The Jews came mainly from White Russia, the Ukraine, Lith

uania, and Poland, moat of Which belonged than to Russia.47 

Although this mass emigration from Eastern Europe also 

included contingents of Jews from Galicia (which was then 

under the rule of Austria-fhmgary) and Roumania, it vaa 

called generally tha migration of the Russian Jeva, since 

they were all from countries near Russia. Also, their lan

guage and customs were basically similar or identica1.48 

Most of these Jews spoke Yiddish, a German dialect vhicb 

German Jewish transplants had brought with them to Eaatern 

Europe after they had been driven out of their country 

because of persecution f olloving the Crusades. 'l'hat the .Jews 

of Eastern Europe tenaciously held to their own cuatoms and 

language despite continual contact with Russian and Poliah 

influences is clearly seen through the example of Yiddiah. 

For even though the customs and language of the Eaat European 
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countries in which they settled continually impinged upon 

t hem from every possible direction, the J e wish people 

i gnored practi cal ly a l l of them . While everyone around them 

was speaking dussian or Polish , t ne Jews spoke only Yiddish 

among the mselves . The more the Jews spoke Yiddish , the 

more it flourished in Eastern European Jewish communities , 

and e ve ntually it bec~~e the lin~ua franca of pract ical ly 

the whole Eastern European Jewish community . 49 lt is true 

that certain variations developed due to l ocal differences , 

which affected both Yiddish and Hebrew pronunciation;50 how

ever, it was Yiddish which almost every East European J e w 

who mig rated to America a t the turn of the cent ury spoke , 

and considered his native tongue . 

~~ny of these East European ~igrants were familiar wit h 

Hebrew a s the language of the Bi b le and of the Prayerbook . 

As such , they considered it the holy tongue , and most could 

p ray f luently in it . Some of them had had the oppor tunity 

to become advanced "yeshivah bochers , " and could therefore 

proudly cla im a fine Tal mucic background . The Talmudis t s 

and Hebraists we re products of schools created by the Eas t 

European Jewish commu..""l ity specifically for the purpose of 

educating their youn~ in the Jewish faith.51 c.ertainl y such 

schools , p lus a natural tendency to live to~ether (a situat ion 

which wa s o f ten forced upon them by the government of the 

country in wh ich they happened to be living) , were basic 

reasons why Jews were isolated from non- Jews in Eastern 
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Europe . Moreover , Jewis h isolationism caused the Jews to 

live in ~hetto- like conditions once they arrived in boston . 

The Jews in Boston tended to re fine the ghetto instinct 

once t hey arrived in the city by dividing themselves int o 

enclaves based upon their individual ethnic origins . In 

Boston , the ones who belonged to the same ~roup tended to 

form their own synago~ues , and althou~h the ~roups in both 

the North End and the West Snd of the city were somewhat 

mixed , " ••• the North End had more of a Litvak character, 

while t he West End had more Russishe Jews . 11 52 

.,'here as the Ger:nan Jews had come to America in general 

and ~oston in ~articular alon~ with the German Christians , 

the emig ration from Russia was strict l}' a Jewish one . 53 

Thi s was a special migratio~ brou~ht o n by special persecu-

tions a eainst the Jews . lt is true that the Jew~ of East~rn 

Euro? e were b itte rly poverty - stricken . But it took much 

:nore than an empty oocket book to force the Jews to leave 

their centuries- old homeland . The movement of Jews across 

the ocean to America could only have been caused by oppres 

sion by the ~ussian government, the danger of violence , and 

a vast disturbance o: Jewish life in Russia itse l t . 54 Indeed , 

causes f or emigratio n included the desire for political and 

spir i tual f reedom, for growing aspirations of self-betterment, 

and for more educational opportuni ties . 55 
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ihe restrictive measures undertaken by the Russian 

~overnrnent a gainst: the Jews were intense and cruel . Besides 

bei ng forced to endure continual poverty , the Jews suffered 

f rom leg islation which discriminated aga i nst their religion 

a nd e conomic endeavors . rhey were forced to live in t he 

~a le o f 3ettlement , t bey could not own f a rm property nor 

enga z e in a gricultural activity , and they we re l iterally 

for b idden fro~ en ~a~in~ in certa ir. businesses while being 

o~li£ed t o en ~a~e only i n a f ew others . 56 

~~o specific factors caused t he actual commencement and 

subsequent continuation of emi~ration from .<ussia between 

1881 and 19 14 . !~ese were : a) t he terrible oo~ro~s , which 

be~an in 165 1 and continued intermittently through and even 

a f ter tlorld 1.Jar ... , a nd b) the t-iay Laws of 1882 , that forced 

ma n y t hous ands of Jews to leave homes in whic h t hey had bee~ 

livin~ for g e neration s a..,d crowd into cramped quarters in 

already tee~ing cit ies and towns . fh is act of uprootin~ 

Jews f rom establ i s he d nome sites bankrupt ed ~ost of those 

whose f amilies had stru~~led f or many years to build u p 

businesses and pro fe ss ional practices in t hose areas where 

t hey had lh-ed . Th is was an outri; ht e c onomic a ttack u pon 

t he Jewish populat ion , and because o f " ••• t his i:i tense 

privation of many o f the Jews , and t his threat o: dispos 

session a gainst t he r es t , many t u rned for a new o pportllili t y 

in a new world . £very ti.T.e a no t her restrictive law was 

pas sed , • • • the results could be seen in the i ncreased emi-
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gration the followin g y Par . 11 5 / 

l•iany irmnigrants settled in Boston because t heir relatives 

had lived in this cicy . 58 rtowever , it was of ter. the case 

that immigrants arrivin g in Bost on had no choice i n the mat-

cer. l t was often a ma tter of coincidence . "Chance was so 

large an element in the course of mi gration, it l eft little 

room f or p lanning . The place of landing was less of ten the 

outcome of an i ntention held at the vutset of the journey 

tha.n of blind drift alon~ the routes of trade or of a sud

den halt due to the acts of the voyage . 11 59 

A third reason that Jewish immigrants set tled in Boston 

rather than elsewhere was that while they originally may 

have been located in one p lace , they later were either sent 

to ~oston or went of t hei r own volition . As much as 72 per

cent o f t he Kussian Jewish immigrant population ori~inally 

sei:tled in t~ew York . However , such an a r rangement was 

ha r d l v f easible , as their crowdin~ to~ether made economic 

oppor tunit i es for a ll an imoos ~ibility . Moreover , the un

hy:iienic conditions caused by poverty and d i sea se could not 

nave made them happy t o :nai ntain such crowded conditions . 

rfence , many of the i ii'ti1i'!rants event ually be !?an e>>panding 

t hrou;hout New York Citv , a nd t hen to other larS?,e industrial 

cities in the east , includ in~ ~oston . 60 

c. /.Li..A! I C iS •. ,' i.Ti. r~..E F lttSf- GENEi<A!!O!'I JiwIStl COf\MUl ' lTY 

Before a na lyzing the rela tions wh i ch existed in pre-
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World w3r l noston between the newly- arrived £astern £uropean 

Jewish immigrants and t he Jewish community a lready living 

there , a short historical sketch of the latter appears in 

order. Pirst o f all , as we have a lready pointed out, earl y 

Jewish communities were primarily "Ger:nan11 in make- up . These 

German Jews apnarently settled first of all in the South End 

of ~oston in the middle 1880 1 s, and l ater became s ufficiently 

assimilated so as to be able to disperse ~hroughout t he city 

and t hereby not f orm a distinctive Jewish enclave . 61 Some 

Gerraan Jews settled later in the North Snd of boston, but 

not enough to make any real i nroads upon t:he predominantly 

lrish character of the districr . 62 The few German Jewish 

families which settled in the Horth ~d were a small but 

homo~eneous group . rhe y assimilated rapidly and, unlike the 

later LTlmigrant g roups, they remained in the North End . for 

a lon~ period o f time . 63 When the mass migration o f Eastern 

£uropean Jews began, these accul turated German Jews became 

in many ways the gui des of the new arrivals, especially i n 

terms of var ious s ociological p roces ses in the later im

~igrant group, such as the soeed and the mode of its ac

cult:uration . 64 

t here was little contact berween the German Jews and t he 

Russian Jews throughout !Soston. 65 Indeed , there mus t have 

been as ~uch factiona lism between tne new immigrants and their 

predecessors as there was between the Russian Jews and others 

who came to Boston at about the same time ("We have no use 
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for rlung arians . 11 06) . .ctowever , i t seems t hat the reasons 

for t:~e f actionalism between Russ i a n ~'imigrants and German 

Jews differed f rom those between the f ormer and contemporary 

immi3rants f rom other countries . ns far as the latter are 

concerned , di ffering ethnic ori~in5 and the consequent dis-

a g reements concerning customs , language and relig ious ob-

servance mus t have d ivided them . f he situation here is not 

unlike t hat e xisting between the newl y ·-arrived German and 

Polish Jews who experienced f riction many years previously 
... on L ·:e~at io:i 

in the old Ohabei Sha l om, such f riction leadin g inexorab ly ,.. 

to a schi s m be tween t nose liturg ical ly--but not linguistically--

divergent g roups and the eventual creation of Congregatio~ 

Ada t h I srael . .But the differences s e paratin g Russian Jews 

and German Jews were of a different sort . The German and 

Polish Jews of the mid- 1 8 00 1 s had reached a hig h point of 

acculturation . They had lost their i:m:ni~rant appearance 

and, to a ~reat extent , the low status attached to the im-

::ii g r ant . The ir high deg r e e of assbni lation had b::ou ght abou t: 

a relaxation of relig ious o bservance , 'IA'i. t h their Reform 

Jewish s ervices taking on cert ain non- Jewish a s pects ( e . g ., 

the organ , the f amily pew, t he choir, t:he sermon in £nglish) . 

Most German Jews read and spoke £ng lish f l uently . Despite 

the rigors o f t he workin.:: conditions o f the time , the 

~ajority of German Jews had reached a reasocab l e l e vel o f 

f inancial security . Certain families , such as t h a t of the 

wealtt1y Jacob 5ec l1.t , wer e able even to move i n to the heart 
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of Yankee settlement , the ~ack tlay . On t he other hand , the 

, .. ~ussian immigrant , newly arrived and coi;ipletely unf an1iliar 

with his new envirorunent , was unwanted . rlis ucrman core

lig ionists were embarrassed by h is poverty a.id lack of so

phistication. The comfortable , assimilated German Jews 

wanted little to do with the immigrant s , despi t e the fact 

that they were fully cognizant of the ~reat pressure , the 

poverty , the crowdedness and the t utilloi l typical of the 

urban areas of large- sca_le immigrant settlement with whi ch 

t he l{uss i an Jews had continually_ to contend in Boston . In

deed , i~ was only a f ter deliberate discus s i on of the issue 

that t:ie directors of the German- founded Unit ed .iebrew 

3enevo l ent Association caue to the 3rud~ing assertion t hat 

whi le :1ot: le~a lly bound to care f or the indigent Rus-

s~a~ irn.ui ~rants , the Association wou l d assume upon i t se l f 

the responsibility of providing he l p for them. The =-eason 

~ iven was th~t if the Association did not assume such re

sponsibility , every w~ ll- to-do Jewisl1 citizen would be 

beleagu::ed by t he irnportunate poor . 67 The :..ierman Jews at 

b~st pitied their ~overty- stricken ~ussian brotners; t hey 

cert ainly did not like them. ~owever , they were willing t o 

assume responsibility fo r them, because it would not do to 

have the non- Jewish com.rnunity burdened with Jewish probl ems . 

1\.ctually , it would appear rather paradoxical that the German 

Jews shou l d have loo}:.ed disparag ing ly upon their Russian 

coreligionists . The Germen Jews saw the Russian Jews as 
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inferior to themselves because the latt er were so poor, so 

i gnorant of A.~erican ways and langua~e and so generally 

f oreign to their assimilated selves . t\ctual l y , it had be en 

bare l y a half - century since the ':~rman imrni.1?rant had come 

to t hese shores . ~ot a f ew o f the German Jews had a l so 

spoken Yiddish when t h ey arrived in Ame rica , but they now 

considered i t by and large an inferior tonbue . "They , wh o se 

manners we r e s t ill lar gely fo r ei g n, felt that the Ru ssian 

Jews were foreigners and had uncouth manners . So , i n e ntire 

l<.indness but with frequent ::nisunderstanding , they t ried to 

[help] ••• ::hese Russian i:nmigrants . 11 68 This they d i d by 

creat ing institut ions which mi s ht h elp 11 civiliz e 11 the i r 

.-Wssian brethren ~hrough inculcation of Amer ican customs , 

value s a nd ideals , as well as instruction i:i t he English 

la~~ua~e,to ~ake co;n.~W1 ication pos sib l e beyond themse lves • 

.:;u::h '.)el; >Thich was orovided by the Germa:i J ews for the 

.:luss ia:; Jews '.'1as do!1e out o: conscience , not out of a desire 

to creat e a f riendl y har.7lony between the two Jewisr .. g r o ups . 

Indeed , as la t:e as 19 14 there remained two coherent g roups 

of Jews i :i .!1oston , and i t took t:he co~on a im of creating 

Jewish /hilanthro;:>ic organizations, which t h e rt.ussian Jews 

could support and eve~ initiate ~nee their financ ial for t unes 

turned upward , to make progress toward a united Jewish c om

:nunity a valid possibility . 69 
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Just as t h e •lussian Jews cnuld not ge t alon ~ with the 

~erman Jewiish community because of t heir different levels 

o f accu~turation and sophisticat ion , so they cou l d find 

securi t y in t~a basic co~patibility to be f ound a.men~ their 

lhey 3 re ferred to settle to~ether in Boston ' s 

l~orth i:.nc , wl1ic!1 ~oon beca:;"le t!'le -:iost po pulnus Jewish dis

tric~ in t he city , even t hou£h Jewish hegemony still lay 

with t he Germaz: community . / t first the Russian Jews a t 

t emptec to isolate thewselv~s , establishin~ their own 

syna ~o&ues7 J a~d ~reser-vin~ t~~ customs and ~alues which 

they had b~ou~ht over f rom Eas t ern Eur ooe . They held fast 

and strictly to Orthodox Judais~ , observin ~ all aspects of 

:.-itua l and rel i~ious cust~:n which they had brought over with 

t l-:e::;: : ro1 _-:.ussia . The religious services were co:nprehensible 

f or e ach Jew at least insofa= as 1-:is ::{pectations f or wor

s hi? were concerned . f ew, i: any , frictions dev e lopE:rt a:!ln:-,g 

the~ . lt wou l d see~ to have been basically a happy community , 

wi t h ~ost 1en earni~ ~ t hei r living by peddling . 71 Yiddis~ 

.::ulture and literatu=e nain::a i ncd t:h e aesthetic a:ld intel -

lectual atmosphere c f d<l:1s ~one by . An :irdent Zionis:n :nade 

it::; way into the B.ussio~ Jewis!1 com."nunity . ::>elf- he lp 

inst itut ions were created eventually , which helped not only 

tr.ense lves but: also others o: their brethren who later c ane 

t o the :lort:h 1!_1d . All in all , t:he Russian Jewish enclave 
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remained unifo rm f or s ome year s , wi th corranon lan~uage , cul

ture , re li~ious outlook and economic pursuit holdin~ t hem 

to~ether . ~owever , such an idyllic har.nony among the Jews 

of the .~orth End could not last, be cause " American life 

was too f l u i d to permit the ind e f inite perpetuation of 

these l ocal i aentities . 10 72 As the immigrant bec ame more 

and more accul turated , he began to ingest the :naterialistic 

outlook of the American society . 73 Th i s m~terialism was 

occasioned by a desire for better living conditions. hence , 

t he .~orth £.nd co:nmunity be ~an to break up , with its f ormer 

reside nts moving to Boston ' s s uburbs . 74 ~oreover , the o ld 

values of relig io, , education and Yiddish culture suffered 

because of the a s simila tion of American s o cio- economic 

values.7 5 l n 1900 , a number o f the early pioneer f a mi lies 

of the 1forth End located in the b lue Hi ll .<\Venue , Grove 

r~ ll, section of ~oxbury , wh ich subsequently d eveloped in

to t he larzest Jewish settlement in (ew t.n g land , later ex

tendin £. into Dorchester, l".attapan , and then co t.i lton . 76 

fhis settlement was comprised lar ge ly o f the same ~ortb Utd 

families who were now mi grating t o the suburbs. by 1925 , 

however , when the t{ussian Jews , now well assimilated , had 

become s uffic ien t ly prosperous to start infiltratin~ the 

pl.ush suburbs of Newton and Brookline , 77 nothing was left 

of t he first Russian Jewish corronunity of Boston . All that 

remained were memories o f the compatible , though poor , 

North End Jews , w~o s truggled to~ether , he lped one another, 
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and generally had fine relations with each other in all 

aspects of Jewish and secular life. 

E . JEWISH l .M!": lGllANT CULTUrl.E 

Due to his economic travails and his labors to become 

settled in a strange land, the cultural life of the Russian 

Jewish immigrant in Boston was not always very active or 

creat ive . It was more or less limited to the type of cul

tural expression to which they had been e xposed and were 

subsequently accustomed • while in Eastern Europe. Ibis 

included the renowned Yiddish theater. "Boston •• • was a 

center of Yiddish drama. For a period of about ten years, 

1905-1915 , there was a Yiddish play to be seen in Boston 

almost every weekday . Artists like Maurice Schwartz and 

the l<aliscbes and the Tomashefskys and the Adlers had a 

special fondness for the Boston Jewish community ••• 11 78 We 

infer from this statement that the Yiddish company was a 

roving band of players, with Boston as one of its favorite 

stops . This did not mean , however, that all stage pre

sentations of a Jewish nature had to be initiated by sources 

beyond the Boston Jewish conmrunity. Indeed, Jewish children 

who were trained at t he Hebrew School of the Jewish People's 

Institute of Bost on occasionally per formed plays in Hebrew 

at the Grand Opera House . 79 However, those who thirsted 

for Yiddish culture usua lly had to wait for the Yiddish 

companies to come to Boston, or else they had to go out of 
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Boston to see their plays. 

The Boston immigrant had at least one other chief source 

of cultural expression. This was music. More than a few 

immigrants who came to Boston ~ere accomplished musicians, 

although, because of their concentration upon economic 

matters , their talents were usually limited to brief moments 

of leisure. Music for the immigrant was a most beautiful 

outlet. Perhaps the free ly-allowed playing of music rep-

r e sented to them the kind of complete freedom in America 

which they themselves had now ful l y attained. This moti-

vation for the immigrant's love of music is well exemplified 

by Charles Angoff's reminiscence of his parents' first 

contact with it in Boston: 

••• a great uncle of mine ••• firs t intro
duced my mother and father to the ••• 
band concert in the Boston Common, some
thing that stamped America as truly a 
" golden land" in my parents ' eyes . "Music, 
and such wonderful music, for nothing , 
for everybody t o hear! What more could 
a gove r nment do? And Jews allowed like 
any other people in America! A blessing 
on this landt 11 80 

Recognizing the immigrant ' s love for music, certain Jewish 

institutions in the city , such as the Young Men 's Hebrew 

Association, held concerts on a weekly basis to which the 

immigrants were invited, and in which some of them partic-

ipated . Perhaps, however, the most ambitious project in 

this regard was started by .Harvard student Leo Mayer and a 

small group o f his fellow students. Beginning in 1903, the 
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Jews of both the ~orth and West Ends of Boston were invited 

to concerts held by these Harvard students on an almost 

weekly basis . These concerts were g iven as a rule at the 

Civic Service House and in the large hall of the ~orth 

Bennett Street industrial School, both of which institutions 

threw open their doors for these cultural pursuits . Bl 

Another form of culture was fo\ll"ld in the creation of 

Jewish newspapers and the printing of Yiddish books . 82 Yid-

dish newspapers had been forbidden in Russia , but now, in 

the f reedom a America, they f lourished . The first success-

f ul Yiddish newspaper was t he Jewish Daily News, which was 

f ounded in LfoW York in 1885 by Kasriel R. Sarasohn . 83 As 

far as the city of Boston was concerned, certain newspapers, 

suc h a s The Forward and ~ Tageblatt were available, 

although they o f ten served special causes instead of fai t h

f ully reporting news of Jewish interest . 84 But Boston's 

.luss i an J e ws also were able to create their own Jewish news-

papers . "There was Der Ameriltaner, there was the Leader • •• 

They were all in one way or ano t her admirable, reflecting 

the vibrancy of Jewish life in boston. 118 5 There was also 

a fine Eng lish newspaper , The Boston Advocate (later to be

come known as The Jewish Advocate) . 'The Advo cate was a 

de l i ght to read . lt was truly Jewis h, truly inte l lectual , 

broadly and profoundly Zionis t ic, and excellent journalistic

ally . 1186 ln a subsequent section of this discussion, we 

i.ndi:t'e~tly 
shall deal~ with t he vital role which The Jewish Advocate and 
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its courageous editor, Jacob de rlaas , p layed on beha l f of 

the interests and progress of the Russian Jewish immigrant. 

Suffice it: to say t:hat The Jewish J\.dvocat:e contributed to 

t:he cultural life of the Jews in Boston, and 11 
• • • reading 

it was a weekly education in Jewish affairs on the local 

scene and also on the national and international scenes . 11 87 

Later on , The Jewish Advocate pr i nted as well a Yiddish news

paper, which was called The Yiddi~q Advocate. ltscontents 

d iff ered from its Eng l ish counterpart , since it featured 

news which was especially i nteresting and important for the 

immigrant. Its features inc luded articles on political 

development s in Russia and Zionist and l abor news. 88 The 

Yiddish newspapers did not l ast, however. Just as the North 

End Jewish community las t:ed but: a comparatively few years , 

so did Yiddish journalism (and Yiddish drama, for t ha t mat

ter ) last but a short: time . On l y fhe Jewish Advocate has 

endured f rom that a ge of t hriving Jewi sh culture in the North 

End. Neverthe less, even t hough t:hat: Yiddish culture has now 

all but d ied, sufficient vestiges of i t s t ill s urvive to 

remind us of that unique period of Jewis h cultural enterprise. 

~ . !hE JEWISH lMMIGRANT Ai"m RELIGIOUS PAACTICE 

There was a large difference bet ween the religious prac

tices of the newly- arrived Russian Jewish immigrant in Boston 

and those of his German Jewish predecessors. During the days 

when Rabbis So lomon Schindler and Charles Fleischer occupied 
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the pulpit of predominantly German Temple lsrael, radical 

changes leading to what has come to be known as classical 

Reform Judaism were effected. The assimilated German Jews 

of Temple Israel's congregation welcomed this di luted form 

of their faith, even though their Orthodox corel igionists 

did not look upon Reform Judaism with approval. As a mat-

ter of fact , the Orthodox viewed Temple Israel's radical 

movement toward classical aeform ~ith fear , since Temple 

Israe l was the leading congregation in the city of Boston . 

Despite t heir Orthodoxy , they thought, perhaps the im-

migrants might be swayed to some extent by the rebellion 

a gainst tradition which was taking place in Temple Israel. 

This fear was revealed in a Jewish Advocate editorial of 

November 15, 1907, some months after Rabbi Fleischer had 

instituted Sunday services to provide Jewish worship for 

those Jews who were forced to work on the Sabbath and, there-

fore, could not attend Saturday services. t-'iany Orthodox 

Jews publicly proclaimed that since Temple lsrae~ had ini-

tiated Sunday worship, the institution of the Jewish Sabbach 

would soon die.SQ Occasionally Temp le Israel's reforms 

prompted anger. ln a biting editorial, the Jewish Advocate 

said of the religious practices of Temple Israel: 

[nothing] could shock Temple lsrael, 
which has had Ethical Culture and 
Elioto logy [i . e., also setting the 
basis of life on the relation of the 
individual to society] expounded to 
~t ••• Congregation Israel would pro
bably be only shocked by ••• the pro-
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posal to espouse the cause of mixed 
marriages , and even ••• that doctrine 
would not strain a Jewish nerve ••• 90 

Rabbi Fleischer, who left his post in 1911 to found the Sun-

day Commons , which was a non- sectarian religion to promote 

the amelioration of society and the fusion of America ' s di

verse stocks into a kind of corranunity church, 9 1 failed as a 

rabbi . Like Schindler, Fl eischer " ••• was a marginal man who 

lost h i s marginality ••• [and]ultimately idP-ntified with the 

liberal Protestant tradition of New i:ngland. 11 92 

On the other hand, the Russian immigrant who had just 

settled in t he city of Boston was ostensibly a most observant 

and tradition-minded individual. ln r e ality, however, he was 

a creature of opposing religious tendencies . Externally, he 

attempted t o retain the patterns of the Eastern European l ife 

with which he was most familiar . Inwardly , though, he was 

already preparing himself for a drastic assimilation which 

would become manif es t only in the second generation.93 

As we stated earlier , each Jewish enclave created its own 

synagogue and synagoga l wors hip . In the early days , the North 

End shuts presented a very colorf ul traditional appearance . 

The peop le were poor , but strongly observant . The rabbi of 

the poor man's s hul wa s , unlike the one serving a tioston 

Reform congregation, warm, accessible and always aware of his 

congregants 1 prob lems , which he always endeavored to ameliorat e . 

Angoff ' s warm reminiscence concerning his shul and his rabbi 

prove these points : 
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[The Viloer shul] was small, t:he people 
were w1pretentious, and they prayed as 
if they were at home . They held back 
nothing . If they felt like i t, they swayed 
to and fro to their heart's content ••• of 
course , they fo llowed the congregational 
prayer, but they were a l so themselves. 
They ren1ained at home , so t o speak, while 
at the same time they were members of All
Israe l . 

Rabbi Sharfman was t he sa~e . He was horny, 
he was quiet and intL-nate . rle was ap
proachable . Indeed, he was often the 
first to approach others, young and old. 
rle used to sit to the left of t:he "Oren 
Kodesh11 

••• which faced the audience ••• I 
always l ooked at the rabbi . l liked his 
f ace ••• He was a man of mysterious feelings 
and powers and insights . He was capable 
o f sorrow, and he was capable of joy ••• 
The rabbi had a synagogue face ••• 

. is 11drosh es ' ' • •• were brief, gentle , to 
the point ••• He quoted parables and other 
saying s of t he Sages . l was astonished , 
in my ea.cly youth, at how well. read he was , 
how well he had digested what he read, how 
unfanatical he was despite his orthodoxy • • • 

Rabbi Sharfman was more than a spiritual lead
e r . 1e was a j ob hunter and an apartment 
hunter, he was a lay analyst, a ho~e saver, 
a social worker , and a doctor • •• when a fami l y 
was large the permitted number of doctor 
call s wa s pretty much used up by the early 
winter ••• The ?OOr were ••• ashamed [when t he ir 
al l ot t ed nu.~ber of visits by t he doctor was 
exhausted] . So they went to the rabbi , and 
the rabbi went to the Talmud , which is full 
of medical lore ••• But it was in the spiritual 
realm that the Vi lner Shut rabbi was at his 
best ••• Boston Jewry showed many such rabbis ••• 
[ It\was a wonderful ••• little Jerusalem. 94 

Such overt cling ing to old religious traditions be l ied the 

growing ferment among the Russian immigrants , the growing 

desire for, or at least acceptance of , change . The startling 
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f act is that this des ire for change was already at work in 

the minds of the first-generatio n immigrants themselves. 95 

" The older generation gradually accepted the ways of their 

chi l dren . They knew they could not remain as orthodox. They 

were not too willing , but they knew it had to come. 11 9b At 

this j uncture, let us not be too hasty in attributing this 

creeping liberal ism in re ligious thought to the American 

social and intellectual environment . Even the 11shtet l 11 had 

not escaped the histori~ e vents and phi losophical movements 

in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century Europe . The Fren ch 

Revolut ion, p l us the cries of freedom motivating i t, and t he 

German- Jewish 11 haskalah11 movement , which found Russ ian pro

ponents in the likes o f I saac ba r Levinsohn and whi ch i nspired 

the likes of ~4X Lilientha1, 9 7 beckoned to the Russian Jew and 

made him aware o f the benef its of democracy as well as secular 

thought and living . 1'iany immigrants brought wit h them to the 

shores of America a strong familiarity with these ideas . All 

that many of these ''enlightened'' Jews needed was a milieu 

of freedom which permitted liberalism to gain a strongho l d. 

America provided such a milieu. Certainly, American democra cy 

gave this movement a greater chance to blossom and succeed 

than did t he deeply t raditional , learned, pious and authori

tarian environment of Eastern European society . Moreover, t he 

presence of a f lourishing Reform Judaism among the German 

Jews of Boston was a l iving e xample of J ewish adaptation to 

Western mores . "Laxity i n ritual pr act ice--despised by the 
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society of t ne KUssian s mall town - - nad in the new world t he 

presti~e o f bein~ accep table to a large part o f the ~lder , 

wealthier, already t\lileri canized community . 11 -;. 0 

f he rejection of o l d -world r e lig ious ? ractices and values 

was no t: rna~ifested unt i l t he second generation g rew up . Lp 

unti l the early 19UU 1 s , the Russian Jewish commun i ty was , 

by and lar~e , a t rad i t ionali st 2roup in which re l i g ious 

observance was to re:nain the nonn f or s ome ti1;1e . ~9 Synago g ue 

services io llowed t he .C.as t ern .C:ur0ocan o a t tern . Al l the 

oraye.::,, were =ecited t o tally in !1ebr e w, e::-:ceot for a few in 

.<\ramaic; t h e oray e r books lacked vernacular trans lati~ns , ex

ce~t f or a fe \v which h ad Yiddish translations . !~one had 

translations in C::n g lish, and i.f any such prayer books had 

:nade their way into tn.eir midst , the im..U.grants would in al l 

pro ba oil i t y have v iewed t:he;n only witt: cur iosicy . 

!\ll serv i ces were ne ld in such synago gues as were des

crib e d aoovc by Charles im g,o f f , althoug h before t hey were 

built , services were probably held in priv ate homes . How

ever , it took t h e bL: i l ding of t he syna~o~ue to ::ive tne Rus 

sian i.-:J.li ~rant a r eel i n g o f f~xed spiritua l roots . To t ne 

8osto;1 Jewish ir.Ul .i~rant--especial ly i n n i s hard , poverl:V 

stric!:en early d ays t .1ere-- t !'1c s:,r . . .:.::o~ue really fu l f i lled 

the :~t';:>in ic functions of .. ou~e oi Worship , o f ·.eetin:~ and 

of Study . 'fh e str an,e.er jus t a rrived i -;i ~o ston stopped at 

t he sy:iar o;ue to inq·...!ir e aboL:t lod~L""\g in a Jcoish ho:-ie . 

=tere i1e :::te t t:ne syna&o blle- r oe rs , and .:?xchan~ed \Ii t h th.er.; 
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information about financial affairs, gave and gained advice 

concerning life in the new land, and both proffered and 

received news about Jews living in this and other cities . 100 

The immigrants ' taste for Jewish learning was satisfied 

within the synagogue . Many lectures and adult classes were 

he ld there . The Russian Jewish synago gue usually had amo~g 

its possessions a number of Hebrew volumes which proved of 

inestimable worth to the intellectual predilections of former 

Eastern t:uropean ••yeshiva bochers . '' In these early days, 

Jewish learning was so esteemed t hat even a lowly laborer 

or peddler could gain a lofty reputation among his core

ligionists by proving adept in handling the complicated and 

often difficult reasoning s of the Talmud .101 

Before completing our discussion of the relig ious prac

tices of the Russ ian Jewish immigrant in Boston , it mig h t be 

we ll to turn our attention for a moment to the dissident 

minority which held mil i tant anti-re lig ious views . These 

anti- relig ionists were comprised main l y of radical "Maskilirn" 

and Socialists . The latter found corroboration of their 

ideals in many of the Yiddish newspapers , which in the main 

were but vehicles for the promulgation of these various 

ideo l o gies . Although the typical, tradition- minded immigrant 

usua lly enjoye d reading t hese publications, he was often dis 

turbed by having ideas thrust upon him with which he most 

violently disagreed . Charles Angoff remembers h<>7his father 

reacted to such attempts to influence his thinking by the 
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Yiddish radical newspapers of the day: 

[My father] liked the [Socialist) Forward 
very much as a newspaper, much more than 
the Tageblatt. He thought its foreign 
news was superior, and he liked t he stories 
and poems . But he did not like many of 
the editorials and articles . They preached 
a brand of Socialism which was anathema to 
him. Occasionally they also off ended his 
religious sensibilities , for the Forward 
was quite nonreligious . 102 

Indeed, Socialism, rapidly spreading through the Russian 

Jewish immigrant community during t h e years of massive mi-

gration, became an influential vehicle for irreligiosity. 

One North Ender recalls 11 a small group of a violently anti-

relig ious philosophy . They would defiantly arrange a ba ll 

on Yorn Kippur eve while most Jews attended the Kol Nidre 

services. During Yorn Kippur day they would stand on the 

street and eat ham sandwiches. 11103 

Albeit there were voices of relig ious dissidence and 

radicalism, the overall tenor of the early days of Jewish 

settlement in Boston was traditionalism. Moreover, che 

tenacity with which the immigrants held on to their Orthodox 

religious observances was almost diametrically opposed to 

the religious posture of their more acculturated German Jewish 

corelig ionists. The latter not only were lax in terms of 

religious practice , but also preached an assimilative ap-

proach toward their very Jewish identity. 

F . UU-!I GRANT YA.MlLY L IFE 

If there were one sing le fac tor which best characterized 

I 
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i'1'1ffi.igrant fa.~ily life at t~e turn of t he century , i t would 

be poverty . The h ones in whicii s owc. o: the i wmigrants 

settled wc=e dilapidated , but ~ai::iy sturdy insofar as 

their ~asic structure was concerned . , est of the h ones in 

the ~ .orth .l!.nd nad been buil t by t.:-ie Yan~~ee in~:abitants , who 

left t he area when t he .i.ri:S ;• , l talia'1 s , a.'1d then the Jews 

be~an to in f i l trate t he a=ea . 104 fhe ma jori ty o f immi g rants, 

h owever , were Zo r ced to live in i:t:ne:Hent s and lodg ing - houses , 

with the most indi z,ent f i ndi:ig it necessary to :nake their 

h omes in the baser.ients of such d welling s , &tos t of which 

lacl~ed sub- cellars . 105 Later on , many o f t he old ho mes were 

converted i .- to rc.::i.sonab l y livab le a")art;-;icnts by Jewish h ome 

or.1:1e:::-s anc local real estate dealers . j~evertheless , lif e 

~·1as ~=i-itive , witi1 t oilets being located outside t~1e house , 

;io Jat i• tubs in the house and attics often servin<> as 11 a part-

:nents . 11 _·;•ese sane real esta~e men l ater be,:'.!an bui lding 

"a?art~nt :1ou3es , 11 dis t in !?:uished fron- t:'::e old tenement houses 

:,y <:~-:.:: comforts whicn were provided : or t:te te:iar. ts . .1.1lc 

f irsl: .J?artmcm t l1ouse wa:; constructed on t he corne r o f nan

~ver and ~ross Streets in the 1orth End in 1885 . 106 

Despite their overwhelrnin~ indi~ence, t!1e ."Wssian 

Jews o f 3o s ton :<.e:::>t a "l:osher 11 ho:te . ln order to r rocure 

Leas her meat, t he ir.u.li~rant women h a d t o walk lon~ dis tances. 

At a rather early da-::e , however , a k osner butcher store was 

established . fhe ~ro~le~ of bein ~ able to pay f or kosher 
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products was not made any easier by the fact that Jewish 

wholesalers and retailers of kosher meat (especially the 

traditional "shabas chicken") cheated the poor immigrants 

by charging them for 11 blood and feathers." This was a 

mere excuse for adding anywhere from eight to sixteen ounces 

to the actual weight of the chicken bill . Many other pro

ducts were procurable on the market, and ~his habit of 

cheating the customer extended ~ven to those other products.107 

Nevertheless, the immigrant housewife was determined to keep 

her home a kosher one, and she was almost always capable of 

rising above the various obstacles in her path to keep it 

that way. 

It is true that interruptions in family life were caused 

by the piecemeal way in which immigrant families migrated 

to Ai~erica . It is also true that the immigrants were forced 

to sett l e in ugly tenements hardly reminiscent of the kind 

of home in which they had established a Jewish life in Rus

sia. Nevertheless, they worked diligently at picking up 

where they had left off, in order that t hey might resume the 

only kind of lif:e which they had ever known . Religious life 

must have exercised a steadying influence in this endeavor 

during the early days of settlement to reestablish fami ly 

ties and ways. '!be Sabbath and the various holidays in the 

yearly cycle of Jewish observance once more kindled the 

festivity and warmth of the home atmosphere in the hearts 

of members of the family. Moreover, the observance of the 
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holidays also provided an opportunity to redefine family 

roles through traditional religious functions of various 

members of the family. For instance, on Erev Yom Ki.ppur, 

it was part of the ritual for the f .ather to come in dresaed 

in a wlaite Nkittel" and to bless each child separately and 

in turn. This would put the father back in his role as 

head of the family, with his blessing automatically (and 

subtly) reaffirming his position of authority. The children, 

who passively received their father's blessing, simultaneously 

realized through this religious rite what position in the 

family they had to assume. Thus it was with respect to re-

ligious observances in the home throughout the year. 

The immigrant home was a busy and active place: 

Hebrew, Jewishness, Zionism--these were 
all parts of our daily living ••• 4 picture 
of Dr. Theodor Herzl hung above our kitchen 
table, and since the kitchen in our home, 
as in so many other homes, was the family 
center, we children were always under the 
influence of Dr. Herzl ••• 108 

Moreover, the city itself was continually swirling with 

ideas, most of them dealing with Zionism. They often con

flicted with one another, with tne point of debate usually 

being what constituted the best approach to the Zionist 

cause. Such conflicts influenced the conversation in the 

immigrant home, with debate here as well often concerning 

Zionism: 

·Boston was a beehive, not only of Zionists 
of the Dr. Herzl variety, or what might be 
callad Orthodox Zionists, but also of other 
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Zionists of various degrees of dissidence ••• 
an important part cf the strife was heated 
discussion. l listened in on a gre at deal 
of it, at meetings of these dissident 
organizations and also at home ••• 

••• the family at large was a senate of con
flicting opinions, all of them usually ex
pressed in grandiloquent oratory. Thus I 
knew t he Jewish world was divided into many 
parts long befor e I knew precise ly what the 
parts were and exactly in what respects they 
differed ••• 109 

Perhaps the singl e greatest force on behal f of Zionism in 

~oston--outside of the ever- present Yiddish newspapers--

and which moved t he immigrant family to discuss the general 

benefits of Zionism and to make it the sing l e most important 

phiiosophic tenet in their life was the grass-rooxts preacher 

known as 11 the maggid." Albeit individual differen ces con-

cerning the best Zionistic approach were always present, 

they automatically disappeared in a general embracing of 

Zionism as the cause whenever he preached it. The people 

believed him, because they were swayed by his splendid ora-

tory . Moreover, he was able to inf luence them w~th respect 

to the Zionist caus e , because he spoke directly to them. His 

approach was subjective; that of the ~iddish journals and 

intellectual s was usual l y too objecti ve to be meaningful to 

the Russian immigrant, and too technical to be understood by 

him. As a result, the immigrant in Boston gained a greater 

part of his emotional coIIUI1itment through the words of maggidim. 

Charles Angoff recalls this phe nomenon: 
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The gre at 1 magg id' (itinerant preacher) 
Zvi Hirsch ~~sl iansky, who had been a 
childhood p laynatc of my Alte Bobbe 
(Gra!lny ) ••• often s poke in Boston ••• To 
my nine- year- old mind , he was hoses and 
Aaron and Samson and Joshua and all the 
~~ccabees . He had so splendid a face , so 
overw~e lming a beard , such deep- seeing 
eyes--and a voice that was now thunder , 
now a vio lin ••• 

The time came when '.asliansky was announced 
a s the chi ef spea ker a t a d r ive for the 
Keren Hayesed, to be held in Faneuil Hall. 
Of course our who l e f a mily went. The hall 
was filled to overflowing more than an 
hour before th~ meeting began , whi l e sev
eral hu.~dred people stood outside wai t ing 
to hear t he speeches over the loud speaker ••• 
I still recall the profound impression 
~~sliansky ' s words made ••• 110 

It is little wonder, therefore , that t he emotional Russian 

Jewish immigrant maintained in his shabby Boston residence 

many 11 pushkes 11-- coin boxes -- t he majority of wl:lich were de-

voted to Zionism or Zionist-sponsored caus e s . J.t is indeed 

true tha t the J ewish immig rant was indigent ; nevertheless , 

"alt hough pennies in our household were rar e and precious., 

mother and father managed tc put some into every one . I t 

was a 1 mitzvah ' to do that . And the ' pushkes ' kept the spir it 

o f ••• Dr . Herzl ever present in our hearts . 11 111 

As World 1./ar 1 a (>proached , we f l-nd t ha t t he process of 

i\mericanization be&an to take its toll upon the traditional 

atmo~phere of the immigrant family . This process f orced a 

change t o occur with respect to the relativ e positions of 

t he father , the mot her , and t he second- generat ion , American-

born Jew. The father succumbed earlier than t h e o t her mem-
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bers of the family, because he was almost daily exposed to 

the secular side of life as i t was then lived in Boston as 

well as the rest of material-minded America . The immigrant 

usually earned his living by peddling , and it was while thus 

eng a ged that he began, first of all, to be exposed to the 

ways and ideas of the general societ:y . Later, he began to 

understand the significance of these ideas and how inculcation 

with and practice of them were directly tied up with material 

gain and success-- even for the immigrant Jew. Another reason 

for the turn of the immigrant toward a more secular ideology 

was the simp le necessity for spending so much tL~e trying 

t o earn a living . Because most of his waking hours were de

voted t o this arduous task, the immigrant breadwinner had 

little time left to observe matters of the spirit . This two

fold reason for the movement toward secularisrn- - growing wor l d

liness and p reoccupation with earning a living--also had its 

effect u pon t he traditional role-play within t he family . As 

previous ly stated, the relig ious practices wh ich were con

ducted in the home helped define the roles p l ayed by each 

member of the family . tlowever, a s the Americanization pro

cess began to make inroads within the family situa tion, these 

roles began to grow vague . As a result, relig ious tradi

tionalism began to g ive way to a more secular attitude . Jewish 

educat ion began to suffer; in t heir baste to integrat e their 

children, the first- generation irranigrant fathei:scommenced t o 

stress the advantages of a secular education. We shall deal 
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wi t h this situation more in detail later on in our discussion . 

Suffice it to say at this point that the first generation 

laid t he f oundation for the manifest movement toward assim

ilation by their offspring when they encouraged their sons 

to ge t a good secular education . 

l t did not take long for the second generation to take 

these hints . Soon they were embarking on a course toward 

acculturation through education which event ually made them 

as indistinguishable in dress , manner and speech from native 

Americans as were their older German counterparts. The 

important fac t to realize here is that the revolution was 

not sudden and the end r e sult of a concerted plan of rebel

lion by the second generation. On the contrary, it was the 

f irst generation that was responsib l e fo r origina lly planting 

the seeds of secularism a nd acculturation . 11 2 This does not 

mean, however, t ha t the first generation "practiced what it 

preached"; as a matter of met, the majority o f thase remained 

within the confines o f Orthodox practice . Perhaps the first

generation immigrant did not want it known by the rest of 

his family just how deep were the changes of thinking wrought 

by his exposure to the "outside world." Nevertheless, 11 the 

profoundly changed attitudes of the i.mrl'~grants, which their 

children were quick to discover despite tenacious external 

traditionalism •• • helped shape t he generation that marched 

headlong towards full Americ.anization . 11 113 

-
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But what about the immigrant mother? The aforementioned 

r efecen ce t o he r determined efforts to keep he r home "kosher" 

certainly is indica~ive of her over- all attitude concerning 

what consti tuted a good Jewish home . Ostensibly, the domestic 

role of the irrani g rant woman was confined to the task of 

c rea t ing a warm and p l easan t home environment for her hus

band and children who were daily exposed to the bewildering 

and s.trange character of t he new world. But she a ctually 

was much more than t:.hat. 'Wbile her husband began to fall 

away from r e l i g ious traditionalism, s he took it upon her-

se l f to ~ecome t he guardian of the o ld J ewish family va l ues . 

In the later days of tbe North End J e wish community, the 

immigrant mother: was the one who en deavored to give the home 

whatever Jewish charac terist ics it had . He r husband and 

chi l d r en apparently just went along with her efforts to main

t a in an Orthodox Jewish home either simply out of habit or 

because they wanted to p lease her. The f act is that, reli

g iously speaking , the mother became the hea d of the house

hold; most of the other fami l y members were either pass i ve 

onlookers or emotiona lly -detached rote practitioners of 

religious rituals . Without her efforts , the household would 

in all probability have lost comp l etely its wanin~ links 

with the past. As Angof f writes , t he mother "made the home 

what it was • •• [and]thousands of ••• Jewish homes i n Boston 

were under a similar influence . 11114 The irrmigrant mother, 

-
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therefore, was the conse::vative force in the fami l y; she 

was anxious to preserve the continuity of the traditional 

Jewish family atmosphere . Hence , the mother t ook charge of 

the Jewish education of her children . Extending her e f forts 

outward to the corru:nunit:y , she also t ook over many relig ious 

and charitable activities and functions heretofore almost 

comp l etely within the domain of her husband . 

The immigrant mother was determined to retain the 

traditional aspects of her home and community; her fervid 

ho pe was that her child!:'en would retain a strong conscious

ness c;f the i r Jewish heritage . tler traditional i sm was 

diametrica l ly oppcsed to the general progressive worldliness 

of he r husband and children. She worked quietly , however , 

and hoped that her community efforts would ha ve a positive 

effect upon her own fami l y . Per haps they did , for even in 

the days j ust before the World War, whe n t he North End Jews 

were moving in steady strea1ns t oward the greener pastures of 

such suburbs as Bri ghton, West Roxbury and , especially , 

hattapan- Dorchester, assi.i-nilative tendencies did not noticeably 

incre ase beyond the rate shown in t he dying days of North End 

settlement . 115 However , i t would seem that the day was j us t 

over the h orizon when the new!Zintegrated Jewish mother would 

have to join her husband and children in the Americanization 

process , thereby facing the realities which living in another 

soc io- e c onomic milieu demanded . rler nostalg ia fo r things 

past probably decreased and eventually disappeared in her 

, 
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own ambitions of success for her children. Nevertheless, 

there remains a pr oud memory of the Jewish mother , so bur

dened by economic and domestic responsibilities, who took 

up on herself the added personal obligation of keepin~ tradi

tionalism alive in a household which no longer wanted it. 

With the death of the North End Jewish community and the 

concomit ant movement t o the suburbs of Boston by the Russian 

Jews, so regrettably died an unique enclave of J ewish and 

dom6stic customs which were r~rniniscent o f other days as well 

as of other times ••• 

In terms o f t he educational ende a vors of the irmnigrant 

in Boston, we must explore two main areas . The first is 

Jewi sh education, and the second is secular education. Both 

areas were important f or the immigrant, because t be one enabled 

h i m to retain his connection with his faith, while the other 

prepared him for life in t he new country. 

~t us deal, first of a ll, with Jewish education. Here , 

t he immigrant had to depend upon his own ability to organize 

a viable educational process and then appl y it t o the young . 

In choosin g t he form of Jewi sh education for their off-spring , 

t he newly-arrived inunig rantsendeavored to duplicate the 

educational pat t erns u tilized in £astern Europe. Thi s meant 

the instituting in Boston of the 11cheder11 form o f education. 

The 11 c hedet: 11 approach was simple; all it t ook was a "rebbe" 

.. 
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who was privately subsidized by the parents of a number of 

Jewish children, a small, uncomfortable room, and a text . 

The ''cheder" g ave no grades of any kind, and its pedagogical 

approach was one of rigid authoritarianism. The teacher-

pupil relationship was hardly conducive to a positive learning 

experience. The 11rebbe" utilized physical means t:o show his 

dissatisfaction with a pupil ' s preparation of his homework, 
not 

or his suspicion of his A having done it at all. 'l'he parent:s 

permitt:ed the "rebbe 11 to puni ;;h their children physically, 

because this is the way they themselves had been taught. If 

it had been good enough for t~em, they thought, i t was good 

enou~h for their children.116 

During the e arly days of set~lement by Russ ian Jews in 

the city of Boston, these "chadorim" proliferated. They 

taught a limited Jewish scholarship, offering little more 

than "courses" in the mechanical reading of Hebrew. Young 

boys were usually taught to read the 11siddur, 11 while their 

older brothers ( girls were not sent to "cheder," since it was 

felt that a domestic education was more important for them 

than a strictly Jewish one) studied 11Tanach11 ( Hebrew Bible). 

Occasionally one found a ''cheder" which made provision for 

a 11 gemora-m 1 lamed"--a teacher of the ralmud-- but these were 

certainly rare, as fe\.I immigrants were financially able to 

support these ~eaching specialists. This, of course, implies 

that the other teachers were hardly classifiable as pedagog-

ical l y skilled . Indeed, The Jewish Advocate chided the 

.... 
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parents and t he " chadorim" f or permitting teachers who "are 

unsuited to the delicate and difficult task of ins truc ting 

[the chi ldren] • • • 11 1 17 These so- called teache rs had no cer 

t if icatio1' or d i p l oma of any kind which would show t hat they 

were authorized to t each. They were chosen by 9arents who 

felt inwardly tha t t hese men had the abil ity to deal well 

with their chi ldren in a cla ssr oom experience, o r tha t 

they at l eas t had the proper a pproach toward Jewish learning . 

Eecause they were subsidizin~ the teacher, the parents 

t hought that they should have a hand in the type of person 

who would teach their children. Since they did not really 

unde rs tand what objective peda go g ical criteria should have 

been applied in se lec t ing teachers, and since, moreover, 

good teachers were very scarce , parents usual l y chose men 

who , t h ough demon strating piety and l ove of Jewish learning , 

were nost unsuited for teachin~ their chi ldren. 

For those Jewish immig rants who could not a fford to 

send their children to " cheder, 11 t here was always recourse 

to 113.n itinerant tea cher who f rom time to time knocked at 

the door o f his student's home wi th a 1 Siddur1 in his hand • • • 

and gave t he reluctant youn gster a half hour ' s instruction 

in liebrew reading . He co l lected a nickel or a dime for his 

services. 11 118 This man was called a "Siddur- peddler" because 

of the 11 .Siddur11 which he carried with him wherever he went . 

This individual was a low scav en ger- t y pe , bare l y l iving off 

the few cents which Jews almost as poor as he gave him. 
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On the other side o f the income scale, there were a few 

immigrants who had t he financial wherewithal to afford to 

h ire a teacher for the exclusive i nstruc tion of their own 

c h ildren . t./ieder di scusses t he f ami l y o f one !'hman Freedman, 

o f the North End , who hired a teacher f or h i s children for 

the pu rpose of pri vate tutoring . Freedmaia.'s c omparative 

wealth allowed him to g ive the teacher board and room i n 

exchan~e f or the private i ns truction. The children were 

t aught for a few hours each day, and Freedman himself took 

a dvantage of the presence of the 11m1 lamed" by studying Talmud 

with him o n Saturday mornin~s . 119 It goes without saying 

t hat t he ~eneral poverty of t he early Russ i an Jews made 

arran~ements for Jewish education such as those of Niman 

Preed:nan a r a r i ty. The idea o f " kee p ing a t u t o r " was a 

typ i cally Euro pean custom, but one which was more or l ess 

restric ted to the we ll - t o - do . So it ,.,as with the Russ i an 

J ews i n Boston durine t h e i r e arly d ay s of settlement . The 

majority o f the Jews were f orced to send their c hildren to 

the "cheder, 1' which hardly of f ered the same attractive a p

proach to e ducati on as d id t he rare pra c ti ce of private 

tutorin~ . As a matter o f fact, the Board of Health passed 

unfavorable comments conce rn i n g ' ' cheder" cond itions in most 

parts of the city , a nd sig.ns of "Premises Condemned" were 

hung on more than one " chede r 11 door . Indeed , the childr en 

were forced t:o study in small rooms which were unventilated 

and often fou1.120 Another problem to consider was the over-
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all dearth of teachers . Alderman Bromberg, during a speech 

given in February, 1906, before the Jewish Citizen's Club 

of Wa r d 6 in Boston, lamented the fact that "there were but 

few Jewish teachers in the city of Boston and ••• in proportion 

to the vast number of Jewish children who are here, the num

ber of Jewish teachers is wholly inadequate •• • 11 121 As one 

can see, the problems of Jewish education during the days 

of the inadequate 11 cheder" system were myriad, and they 

cer tainly could only g row worse as the processes of assim

ilation began to make their inroads during the latter part 

of the firs t decade of the twentieth century. With Jewish 

education as handled by the immigrant himself being un

satisfactory , with acculturation gaining a greater foot-

hold among the immigrants, and with secular education and 

its benefits gradually becoming paramount among them, some

thing had to be done to help--first o f all, to save Jewish 

education, and then to improve upon it. 

There were two important organizations in the early 

1900 ' s which were devoted to the amelioration of Jewish 

educational processes in Boston. They wished to help not 

only t he immigrants, who could not properly maintain 

educationa l institutions by themselves , but also the Reform 

Jews of the city, whose Jewish education was in mos t cases 

practically non-existent . One was the Central J ewish Commit

t ee, which was composed mainly of Rabbis who hoped to improve 

Jewish educational standards among Boston ' s Jews. It was 
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beaded by t~.abb i M. 1' •• t: i chi.er of Temple Ohabei Shalom. 

This Commi ttee was rather inefficient, but because of the 

general l ack of interest in Jewish education among the 

majority of Boston 's inf l uential Jews (mos t of whom were 

Reform Jews) , no other organ i za t ion was cr eated to ecl i pse 

them and their i nep t and often lethargic a ttempts to im

prove J ewish educat ion in the city . The i mmi grants them

se lves still l acked t he financial ability or intl.lence to 

create their own organization . l t, the refore, was bel ieved 

among 3oston 1 s Zionists that it wa s up to t hem to do it. 

ln 1907 , the Zioni st Council of Boston (made up mainly 

of prosperin~ Russian J ews) be~an i t s educational work in 

the city of Boston wi t h the founding o f the Theodor Herzl 

School, which was done under the auspices of the Daughters 

of Zion . 122 The Herzl School, which stre s s e d a broad range 

of Hebraic and Yiddish s t udy , was bu t the beginning cf the 

establishment of such schools. Between 190 7 and 1910, th~ 

Zionist Council was responsible for t he founding of s chools 

in Eas t Boston, the Wes t End ; Jamaica Pl ain , Dorchester, 

Everett and South Boston--all suburbs where t he Jews were 

now be~innin~ to settle i n l arge numbers .123 ln 1909 , the 

Council r ealized t hat t he problem o f J ewish survival in 

Boston was fast becoming one of ~iving Judaism a fai r chance 

in competition with the Gent ile cul ture . It was this cult u re 

mor e than any other which was daily expo~~ded in t he public 

schools that the Jews now a ttended . lt seemed , therefore , 
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that the Jewish child could hardly avoid being influence d 

by this culture. In response to this challenge , The Zionist 

Council • s Education Committee to1as instructed in February , 

1909 , to make an intensive study of the condi t ions of Jewi sh 

school s and i nstitutions in 3o ston in order to draw up p lans 

for a city- wide organizat i on of Jewish schools to he l p off

set the inculcation of Christian values in secular schools. 

The Co!nmittee ' s study was comp l eted in April, 1909 , and 

by vote of the Council a conf ere nce of representativ es of 

J ewish orr.aniza tions was called fo r and he l d in the ves try 

of the Adath Jeshurun Synagogue . Organ i zations present 

include d t he Counci l of Jewish Women , Harvard's Zi onist 

Society , the Zionist Council of Boston and Harvard ' s l>'ienorah 

Societ;y . The Committee ' s preliminary repo r t was read , and 

a resolution was unanimously passed tha t a Committee on 

Je~ish Education of Gr eater Boston be formed . The Commit 

tee would be comorised of rep r esentatives of all poss ibl~ 

Jewish societies a nd organ i zations in t he c i ty . The f u."'lctio:i 

o f t he Commit tee would be to act as a schoolboard in charge 

o f affairs and business concernin~ the propo sed city- wide 

network of Jewish schoo ls . 'fhe Zionist Council, meanwhile , 

was u.=~ed to ~o on with its general educational work, which 

it did . After another conference , a temporary Committee o f 

Jewish Education was created . 

lt was at t his point (i . e . , January, 19 10 ) tha t Rabbi 

Eichler, t he head of the estab l ished Central Jewish Commit tee, 
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sent a n ang ry letter of protest to The Jewish Advocat e . He 

denounced the attempts of the Zionist Council 1 s "young men , 11 

and sta ted that ?..abbis, such as those comp r ising the c. J . c. , 

were much t-etter s u ited to deal with problems of Jewish 

education . But editor de Haas , who printed rt.abbi Ei chl er• s 

letter, added in a bitter accompany ing editorial t hat , while 

11 
• • • the .'<.abbis have o n ly •• • expressed gt,i ·e vances , •• • Zionist 

•younf men ' hav e made s u bs t ant ive progress , especially wit h 

respect to maki n g Boston face up to its serious p r o blems of 

Jewish educa tion . 11 124 l-ie added that the Rabb i s were d e fi

nitely n ot as well suit ed as the Zionists to deal wit h prob

lems of J e wish educat i on because of t heir re l i g ious differ-

ences , and " • •• t :tat !fabbi i'cses z. t--.argo lies , who rep -

resents t h e reli~ious opinion of the [Ort hodox] Jewish ma

j ority i :i tsosto:-i, would not attend • • • [hi ~I Committee ' s 

meetin;:.s [i f ] held in Rabbi Eich ler • s Temple 111 12 5 Anot her 

weakn e ss of t he Central Jewish Committee was that , a l thou b h 

t here w&::-e six men on its board , the opinions of only t wo 

o f them- - Eichl e r 1 s and t~rgo lies~-ever were r ea l ly con

sidered . Eichler char ged that the Zionist e f fort was a 

duplication of that o f t h e C. J . c . ; however , the truth was 

that the C.J . C. had no real pro~ram of its own, and actually 

had borrowed from the Zionists ' platf orm , wnich The J e wish 

Advocate had recently printed ! 

The Central Jewish Commit t e e and the Zionist Council 

remained locked i n competit ion for some t i me , but whi le t hey 
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feuded , the educational plans of neither organization could 

be fully realized . Cooler heads must have prevailed eventually, 

however, f o r the Zionist g roup apparently merged its educational 

reso:.irces with those of the Central Jewish Committee . This 

is implied by the fact t:hat l'ir • • 1enry rlurwitz, the president 

of the Zionist Council , is found working with Rabbi Eichler 

i n Ap::-il, 1910, on benalf of the ctebrew I=idependent Club of 

Ward ~ (South End) , which wa::; busily en '.?a .;;ed in he lpin~ 

e ducate the poor immig rants livini there . 126 Both were 

··10r ki :i'? under the banner of the Central Jewish Committee in 

t his endeavor , so apparently the Zionists and the Rabbis 

were able to come to some a g reement as to how Jewish education 

could be standardized in the city and thereby become more 

effe c t ive in offsetting the encroachments of Christian cul

ture and values in the Jewish community. rlowever, since no 

f urther ment i on was made in ·.che Jewish Advocate up to world 

.far l concernin,g the implementation of these o lans , i.t is 

to be assumed that the whole idea of s tandardization of 

Jewish education in Bo ston was but a ~eans uti lized by the 

" .:lussian " lionis::s to 2,et a f ir:ner f oothold in the Jewish 

co;nmunity of ooston . n·.e Je.,:is .. -. Advocate is replete with 

articles showing the Zionists of " ~ussian 1' ori.ein and the 

es ta b l ished re li ~ious coterie , which was comprised main ly 

o f " German" Reform Jews, at loggerheads over various plans 

to improve the situation of the Jews of boston. lf the 

example of the Zionist p lan to standardize Jewish education 
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atter."J t ;-,~, the .• ussia."1 Jews to ta::c: con:::::-o l of tt:e .~osto:i 

.~!>bi Eichler- ' s 

t '.:e Centrr l Jewish Corrcr:it t ee as it was on behalf o: the 

.e:o:..-... :>::-actices and ool icies of thl? German J ewish com-

_'tie wan in St of Zionist t-esistance as a r e f l e ct: ion 

o: ~-...ssia'.1 resistance to f"he way the Cet:tral J ewish Commit

tc:C"! .1andled o roblens of Jew' sh educat i on a ctually meant that, 

: o::- :::'i.e moment at least, the .iel:T.1an Jews nad held of f t heir 

~ussL1n Je•:is:-: co::ioe::: ition . 

the tre .1c-1dous baC:dn.: whi=:; t.1.E: .!io::iists ::;-eceiv ed with 

-o~::-o~ dc::uonstr.J.t c:c! :::1at tne ·.r=iti:i- was on the= wal l as f ar 

..>Oo., t·-.o ~ussi:i:i Jews , 

::'-.c ic.:.1Ji7'l " fore~ i 1 :::::.e -O$":o·- Jc~::.:; :- co1.1n~ity-- ar.d it 

:•as co .• ~;.:. t i\:io..., over J euis '· c<luci'l.t i..o., t hat '1e l nec tl,e:·1 

c-_·e:it..;.:.lly to ui.:i out . 127 

.. '".-.ile c-.c 11 c~-a:ic:::-" s .. stc:- o - cducatio·, ~J<lS at '.:>est i:n-

.. o::e ·:. : : .:.c.1cio·::: s:.·st::;- o: ec!~tcatio::i ·.1hic:1 cventt:a l ly t he 

":".'\Ore "J:::'OS?erou.:; .~ussLin Jews co;.ild af~ord t o crea te anc ;nain-

ta in. L1deed , as the former irr.'"'1i c.rants became wealthier anc 

•oYed o:..:t of t>1e :1:~~10:::- and ~e:1e:.-c:.l ooverty o f their •. orth 

L..n l ·::1e tto .:i -: <l i:ito t'.1e ;,r~ ..... Lte:: world of ;;oston ' s subw:-bs , 
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t hey cou ld utilize their talent s and rr~ney to upg rade t he i r 

J e wish schools as well as the quality of teaching . Charles 

An ~off recalls the excellence of s uch schoo l s: 

&!tween 1910 and 1920 ••• there were superb 
~ebrew schoo ls everywhere , and one of 
them, l vrioh , was probably t he center of 
t he whole ' lvr is b 1 l vris 1 \Hebrew- speaking ) 
movement in the count ry . I ts teachers 
included some of the fines t pedag o gues in 
Jewish-American his t ory . One need on ly 
mention Sirsch a nd Tumaroff a~d Po llack ••• 
'£hey were enormously l earned in their subjects 
••• [they had] co:n!) l e t e and conta~ious ded
i cation to t hei r cal ling . Teaching in Hebrew 
school was to them not merely a vocation or 
a profession; it was a mission . 1 28 

This , of course , was a long way from the ori~ina l 11cheder , 11 

with its cramped quarters, its unby~ienic conditions , and 

its unqualified , unprof essior.al teachers. Neverthe less , 

albeit tremendous improvements were made in Jewish education 

between 1881 and 19 14, it sti l l re~~ined a p r oblem. Indeed , 

it was gett in~ harder to mo tivate t he J ewish s t udent to learn 

about h is heritag e . This was the same pr oblem which f a ced 

the German Jewish c o1M1unity . 'fhe almost disinteresced ap-

proach which the sec ond-generation took with respect to its 

Jewish education prompted The Jewish Advocat:e to chide: 11 To 

such Qi nds , history , tradition ••• all these thin~s are empty 

and m~aning les s . 11 1 2',; Even the most streamlined and efficient 

system of Jewish educat ion wou ld not be able t o alter such 

an att itude of apathy and disinte rest. Inde ed , not only t he 

Ge rman Jews were turnin~ their backs on Jewish educa tion; 

by 19 14 the Ea st European Jewish i mmi grant in Boston was also 
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gui lty of lethargy in terns cf learning about his heritage. 

It would, therefore, appear as fact that the more acculturated 

an ethnic gr oup becomes, the less interest it is going to 

t ake with rP.spect to perpetuating its own cultural and spir

itual individuality. The tragedy of Boston ' s Jewish settle

ment--which wa s a tragedy of every minority ~roup which ever 

endeavored to become assimilated into another, and lar ger, 

ethnic g rouo--was that it sacrificed most of its uniqueness 

as a peoole and as a spiritual entity by allowing itself to 

be influenced completely by the material and social values 

of t he outg roup . First it was the German Jews , and then it 

was t he KUssian Jews who permitted American va lues to dissolve 

their own he ritag e and turn it into a mere diluted form of 

that which once represented the uniquely Jewish past . Many, 

of cour se , would have defended the Jews' forfeiture of their 

heri t age as a valid thrust toward self- preservation, and 

perhaps the assimilative predi lections of the Jews of Bos~on 

may have been correctly explained in this way. However, t he 

fact is that all the attempts to provide the immigrants with 

Jewish education could not prevent them from almost completely 

uprooting themse l ves from their Jewish past. indeed, as we 

shall soon see, it took the ?ain of outgroup rejection of 

their presence to remind them of their true identity as Jews . 

As Ihe Jewish .Advocat e editorialized in its ~~y 30, 19 1~ issue; 

0 [As far as Jewish education is concerned, one] can no more 

tackle the job as a who le than the ocean can be emptied by 
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buckets ••• 11 130 

On the other hand , t he attempts by various organiza tions 

to inculcate American values and culture was comparatively 

an easier and much more successful task . The most important 

value ~rasped by the Jew was the vital necessity of procuring 

a ~ood secul ar educa t:Dn in order to real ize another important 

secular value of America' s capitalis tic society--material 

acquisition . 131 l'he immigrants knew that t hey could escape 

their feelin~ of foreignness ~nd their lowly socio-economi c 

status by conforming more to t he i mage of an American citizen . 

fhis meant , first o f all , undergoing the process of natural

ization. For this purpose, special classes were set up in 

1906 by the Y~~\.jA at the Civic tlo use in boston , and there 

schoolteachers tau~ht the inuni grants how to read and write 

Enp. lish. Perhaps the most i :nportant cou rse at the Civic 

House was the teaching of t he American Constitution . 13 2 

Durin!? the s umme r :nonths, when t he weathe r became hot ar.'1 

humid , the Civic t1ouse moved its courses to the e venl.ng 

hours, and set t hem up on t h e roof garden. hese famous 

11 ~oof Garden Classes, 11 which included courses in Eng lish , 

American history and t he 1unerican Constitution, were a b i g 

help ~o those Lnmi~rants who , because of exhaustion or ill

ness, would otherwise have ba d to postpone attendance at 

the classes until the ~inter . 133 The Civic House program 

was so successful t hat later on the Y !A set up a similar 

institution in the South i::na . 134 fhe Civic l;ouse prog ram 



was but one of many such programs which were especially 

founded for the express purpose of educating the first

generation immigrant in the lan~uage and customs of this 

country, ~o that he would be able to communicate with other 

Americans as well as compet e with them in business.135 

While the firs t- generat ion immigrants were occupied with 

naturalization, they were ambitious for their children as 

well. They saw how much benefit the nor.-Jewish chi ldren 

derived from a good secul ar education , and they wished the 

same for their own off sprin~ . Yet , beyond these practical 

considerations was an adoration for learnin~ in itsel f, 

which had been part of the Jewish psychology for many centuries. 

This esteem for education per se made the immigrant Jew more 

than willin~ to accept and take advantage of the opportunit i e s 

of learninz which America offered hL~. tlut it was mostly 

for economic uplifting that the immigrant wanted a good sec

ular education for h imself and eve~ more f or his sons . He~c~ , 

t ne ent:husias;n for lear ning once :nanifested only in the ob

tai:}ing of Jewis :-i knowledge became the spring board for his 

hopes and ambitions f or economic improvement . however , it 

was not unti l t he second ~eneration o f Jews in Boston reached 

school a ge that t he al'nbitions that their f athers had orig inal ly 

sou~ht for themselves reached fruit ion. lndeed, it was the 

offspring who ~ade the economic inroads , but it was the 

father who realized the drearn . 136 

-



- 58-

An amazing fac t is tha t al:nost as soon as they be~an to 

attend &oston ' s oubl i c schools in the early 1900 1 s, the Jewish 

students dominated t heir non- Jewi sh counterparts in practically 

e very area of academic endeavor . From 1900 to 1905, for 

instance, 30 percent of the Franklin medals (i . e ., prizes 

which were p r esented to the most outstandin~ students i n the 

~rammar s chools of ~o ston) were won by Jewish bovs . This 

orooortion of prizes was more than twice that to which t hey 

were entitled to receive on th6 basis of the number of Jews 

attendin~ the schools . 137 On the hi ~h- school level, the 

intellectual accomplishments of Jewish students were even ~ore 

impressive . At the two leadin g hig h achool s -- rloston Eng lish 

clnd boston Latin-- t:he Jews won the greater share of a lmos t. 

e very available academic prize. t\S early as 1 1:105 , we find 

t h.4: t he prize f or rhetoric had developed into a contest 

between six boys , a ll o f who:n were Jewish ! the Jews also 

led the way where ext:ra- curricular activities were concP.rned . 

l\t En~lish n i 2h School , there was an oreanization knoWP as 

"The Cadets , 11 which had a oro minen t !) lace in the schoo l' s an-

' nual par ade . Record s show t hat of t he 152 officers, thirty-

f our were J ewish, with one of them makin,e. t he rank of J'.ajor 

in the hi~h- school battalion. 138 At Latin School , a brilliant 

J ewish boy , ls adore A. -~yner , won the prize f or rhetoric in 

190 , with an ori~inal poem. tiut he did not s top here; he 

became the first Jew to win two prizes at Latin by also cap

turing the first prize in original co~position . 139 

• 
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Once chey s aw t ha t t he y cou ld succeed in competition 

wi th n on-Jews in the area o f secular e d u cation , the Jews 

be ~an t o a ttend Boston's pub lic schoo l s in lar~er numbers . 

ln 1914, 1, 552 Jewish children 2raduated the city ' s elementary 

schools, which was 25% of t he total number of graduates. The 

percentage of Jewish students to over- all graduates was even 

h i a her in the hi~h schools . : ot inc luding the iloxbury Me

moria l rli g h School , there were 462 Jewish boys and ~irls 

g r aduat i ng f rom boston 1 s hi~~ schools out of a g rand total 

of l, e~9 g raduates , which makes the Jewish percentage about 

£his meant that t he percentage of Jews getting a 

secu lar e ducation exceeded their total percenta~e in the 

general popu lation by better than 200 perc~nttl40 

Even on the college and univer sity level, Jews began to 

make their p resence noticed. ~y 1906, there were enou~h 

J e wish stude nts a t Harvard Co llege to found the ~~norah 

Society , a pro- Zion i st body devoted to study and promotion 

of ~ebraic culture a nd ideals . The Society eventually came 

to have £reat inf luence in boston 1 s Jewish a f fairs . Harvard 

a lso ha d a 5e~itic Commi t tee , and it was the reputat i on o f 

t his body as well as t hat of the t-'1enorah Societ y wh i ch at

tracted t o its f orums even i n their earl i est days such out

s tanding American Jews a s t he renowned New York financie r 

a nd philanthropist Jacob 3chiff . 141 Also, tbe Y~ssachusett s 

!.nstitute o f Technolo,ey reporte d an increase in Jewish en

rollment as early as 1905 . 142 
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Xost o f the early immigrant set t lers, however, c ould not 

aff ord to send their children to boston 1 s h i gh schoo ls and 

colleges . In t he orth ~nd , graduating f rom t he Elio t 3chool 

\for boys ) and the John rlancock School \for ~iris) constituted 

for mos t immig rant children the end of their formal education . 

while a ll immigrants agreed on the necessity of public schoo ! 

education , the recognition of a need for higher education was 

much slower to develop. This was particularly true in the 

case of g irls . 1'College was not necessary for girl s in tho se 

days . They just had to learn how to cook. 11 143 The main 

reason for l imitations to secular education was economic. 

~choolin~ , although des i r a b le, was an expensive ve nture . 

Furthermore, by the time children g raduated from g rammar 

school, they were o ld enou~h to render service in the store 

or on peddl ing trips . 6y ~oin& to school, the young man re

moved himself as a possible source of inco~e, and instead 

stra i ned an already hard - pressed fa.nily bud ~et . f o these 

who could a ffo rd it, hi;;: h school and collea e were very at

tract i ve , but it took a later- developing positive turn in 

the eco~omic f o rtunes o f the rtussian Jews in general to m~~e 

~:cher educat i on possib l e f or more of them. 

While the first- ~eneration immigrant strue,gled to make 

h t~her educatio~ po s sible tor his of f spri n a , he himsel f was 

experiencin g difficulties in obtainin~ the basic education 

necessary f or fi tt in~ into the Amer i can scene . The Civic 

i~ouse and its sister organizations had been doing as much as 

-
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oossible t o provide instruction for the immigrant . However , 

as the early 1900 1 s brought more and more immigrant s to 

~oston , t hose oreanizations found themselves so over l oaded 

with wo r k t hat they coul d not possibly provide a basic 

educatio~ f or all who wanted or needed it . ~s a result, 

only a lucky few were receiving the secular learning nece s -

sary for acculturation , whi l e th~ va~t majority were not . 

Indeed , one mi~ht c ons ider this p redicament a r epetition of 

tha t of earlier days in t he tlorth End when the i mmig rant had 

j ust arrived and , because he spoke no Eng l ish and had little 

opportun ity to learn about American cus toms , was f orced t o 

accept a life of isolation and i ndigence. The only d i fference 

between these days and the earl ier ones is that the problem 

wa& magni fied many t imes because of the muc h greater number 

o f immigra~ts settling in the city . The Jewish Advocate 

descr ibed the sad situation of the immi grant who needed, but 

~E:nerally could r.ot 1" et , a g ood tasic education i n Engl i s h 

a~d American customs; 

ln t h e immig rants ' hero ic strugg l e fo r a 
fo otho ld i n this country , nothing proves 
mo r e stubborn , at f irst , t h an l1 is ig:lorance 
of the Eng l i s t l an guag e . From the moment 
he lands u~t i l t he happy mon e r t wh en he , at 
last , drops h js ver:iacular and be~ ins to 
speak an~ thin~ i n Eng lish , h e is consta ntly 
at a disadvan ta~e . 

All aven ues of inf o rmation , the sig n , t he 
policeman , t he newspaper , are c l osed t o h im. 

The very mean s of a livelihood are denied 
him. He cannot take to peddling ; h e cannot 
learn a trade; he cannot obtain work , even 
if he has a trade , because he cannot talk • •• 



' - u;-

[Accor=in «:: t o t:!:le] l:-e::. =-- o lov·71e!1t: Off ice 
for i.n.~i~~a.nt LJistribution , hundreds o f 
i "".\~ i ~ra~ts , a l l c:ood ·.-ec~.a.ni c.:; , ·1crc tu::-ned 
away be caus e t:hey could not tall' .En.1? lish . 
" Can '1c s -::ieal-:. a Lli':.'L.:.? 11 was tt:e fi1a l 
Guestion o f ne arly everv e~oloyer. To ~ave 
ans~-1e.:-ed 11 ;-to , 11 wa s to have ' ' ca lled off t he 
deal." 

Unfort unately i:he a id wh ich is exte nded to 
::~~e::: i-i t :. :.s U".)- :1 i ll ""°:::-~ - '."1a s been uo- t o 
date , lir.lited in extent and weak in k ind . 
i~e schoo ls of the most cro\~eri dis t r icts 
in our f orei~n quarters have only cast a 
~~e'1e::- s :.ar..'..o•·: O"l t::e C.::;-_ >a t~ rr:. a weary 
immi grant who , o f an even ing , his only 
chance f or res t , wandered out in quest of 
kn owled ~e ••• 144 

l'he i m.11i i?,rant found most daytime schools closed to h im, and 

it wa s on ly later that a few o f the existin~ ni~ht schools 

o~ened t heir d oor s to him. Outside o f the a f orer:tent i oned 

~ivic ,~use and a few other such orcanizations , the city did 

no t or could not ~elJ tne bur~eo~ in P nopu lat ion of Eas t 

2urooean Jewish i mrn i arants beco~e a c cul tura t ed throu~h a 

satis f acto::-y progr~~ of secu lar education . ~ven t he ri ~ht 

schools could not 2et many Jewish ir.111igran t s to their c lasse s 

beca use t hey were tired after a day o f arduous toil , but 

ir.Ore so because t he sc!"lools did not announce the openin~ of 

thei r terms in Yi ddish . I t was not unti l 1~03 t hat the city 

o := bos ton realized t hat , to interest t he i mr.·i s:t r a nt Jews t as 

well as members o f other immia rant ~roups) , it wou l d have t o 

invite the;-, in t heir own t:on;;rue. As a matter of f act , it 

woulc oe necessary fo r t he ni eht schools to employ t eachers 

who could SJea.1: t he lin2ua f ran ca o f t he L-nmi~rants if they 
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Another problem wi th which the immigrant had to deal even 

if he were fortunate enough to gain enerance into a night 

school was t he method o f teaching employed by t he school . 

lt would appear that the immigrants, some of whom were intel

lectually superior to their teachers , were treated in the 

clas s room as i f they were but children . They were given a 

child ' s primer from wh ich to l earn Englis h, and then taught 

as if t hey were small chi ldren who had never been subjected 

to organ ized learning experi ences before in the ir lives. 

The Jewish Advocate sug~estea to those schools that their 

method of teachi n tt English should be more pragmat ic, with a 

f ocus upon common , everyday obj e cts uti lized in daily life 

( e . g ., obj ects in t he kitchen , the bedroom, etc .), with i l 

l~strations in books and drawin~s on the blackboard to act 

as t e a ching a ids . 146 There is no primary documentat ion to 

show tha t t he night schools took any or all of the news-

paper 1 s sug2estions . i t is , therefore , to be s upposed that, 

desp ite their ~ood intentions , these schools continued plod

ding along , ir.lproving their teachin~ methods little if a t a ll, 

and thereby helpin g the immigrant less t han he probably would 

have pre f erred in learning the En~lish language . The situation 

of the immiFrant Jews became wo r se when Con~ress passed laws 

which tightened up the requirements for citizenship and 

employment . They said i n e ffec t that no one under twenty- one 

years of a ge could be employed in a factory unless he pa ssed 

an examination enabling him to obtain an employment certificate . 
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The examination would consist of reading and writing simple 

sentences in Eng lish. As far as naturalization was con

cerned, this would be contingent upon passing a test simi lar 

to that for obtaininSt a work permi t. I t would examine the 

immi£ra~t' s ability to read , write and speak Eng l i sh or some 

other language. No " X" s representing personal signatures would 

be a llowed .147 While apparently these laws were meant to 

protect native labor and restrict immigration to America's 

shores, and were among the first of many attempts to keep 

foreign people out of the country, t hey served also to keep 

the channels of emp loyment restricted a lmost completely to 

peddling for those already here. The seriousness of the 

situation can be seen by the fact that, of the 129 ,110 Jewish 

inuni~ants who passed through the Boston port in 1905 , 23 , 557 

were illiterate . 148 What would the mass of illiterate im

ni c.::rants do for a living ? 1-Jas there possibly enough peddling. 

trade in aoston to g o around for all of them? Or wocld t hey 

become completely dependent upon the Jewish community fo r 

their support:? '1.'hese were very pressing questX>ns which 

needed successful solutions i n order to prevent the pre

cipitation of an economic crisis in the Jewish community of 

~os ton potentially so dangerous as perhaps to be able to 

crush the community entirely. 

uur sources seem to show a paradox in the Jewish com

munity of boston. Earlier East: European arrivals to the 

cit:y were beginning to achieve prosperity because of their 
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exposure to a basic secular education provi d ed by the Ci v ic 

House and simi l ar institutions . Koreover , because of t his 

growing prosperity , t heir offsprin~ were beg inning to exce l 

in compet ition with non- Jewish youn~sters in the secul ar 

schoo l s of the city. Bot h parent and chil d had , for the most 

part , inzested the American value of a good secular education 

and were now ready to reap t he fruits of 3econd- ge ne ration 

success in this are:a . On the other hand , the lat~r at"r i va l s 

to the city were starving and threatening to become dependent 

upon their breth=en-- the German Jews and the new p r ospering 

~ussian Jews of the 1880- 1900 era . I t was , t heref ore , up to 

both elements of the establ ished Jewish conununity to ge t to-

hether to orovide these indi )?;en t Jewish s e1: t l ers wit h en-

coura~ement and , e specially , with philant hropic aid . 

--· . Pl~ll.A+H-i.tOPY A.ND ITS S G,IflCAi'JCE L \ rtn:: BOS'fOti JEWISH 

C01" Ut\l!Y 

lf i t were not for the various p hilanthropic or~anizations 

which were cre ated ar.d maintained by Bos t on ' s Jews during t he 

years of heavy Russian Jewish irrani~ration , it is p r obably 

unlikely that the latter would have been able to survive . 

l t took , however , a defini te affirmation by the older ~en

e r ation of Jews (i . e . , t he ear l y communi t y of German Jews) 

t:o assume the respo:isibi l ity for their Rus sian brethren . 

!bis affirmation manifes t ed itself in t he creation of t he 

Bos t on !-lebrew Emi.1?.ran t Aid Society , w~ose so l e responsibility 

• 
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was to aid the irranigrant . Unfortunately , however, when its 

London counterpart , th.e Mansion House Fund, sent 415 refugees 

to Bos ton in June, 1882, the Society did not accept them, but 

inexplicably shipped t hem on instead t o ~ew York . oy this 

act, the Society exhausted its existing funds and was there

by forced to disbanct . 149 

This fai lure by the German Jewish community was bad 

enough, but another one a year late r was even worse. During 

the winter of 1883 , many Russian Jews were in need o f charity; 

however,the city 's establ i shed Jews were too slow in pro

vidin~ it . Hence, some eighteen families became disillusioned 

and wished to return to Russia . The President of the now 

defunct Hebrew Emi~rant Aid Society approv ed this idea, but 

was unable to finance it . The immigrants , therefore, turned 

to a non-Jewish organization, the Boston Provident Association , 

for the fi nancial help that their own community would no t 

provide. The Provident Associat ion appointed the President 

of the £migrant Aid Society to provide the money to help 

these _{ussian Jews return to their homeland. Unfortunately , 

this a c tion did not satis fy the imrni~rants, who simply went 

ahead with t heir demands for assistance from t he Provident 

Association . After some months o f such demands, the Associa

tion decided to provide the Russian Jews with the financial 

a ssistance which would allow them to return home . The As

sociation then hired ar, interpreter of Yiddish to inform the 

irranigrants that they ought to ~o to the Commonwealth Alms 
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House in the town of ·rewksbury, so that the state would 

properly be able to handle the affair. The interpreter 

told the people t hat the C.ommonwealth of ~assachusetts would 

pay the passage home for all those who wished to go. All 

that t he Jews would have to do is spend some time in the 

state poor house . Some went to the poor house, but were 

apparently very disappointed at the lack of substantive 

action taken by the Association. It would seem that the 

state 1 s solution of the prcblem of an indigent Russian Jew 

who wished t o return home was simply to have him go to the 

poor house , where he would probably have to remain Without 

help for the rest of his days. At any rate, the Y~ssachusetts 

Board of Charities did agree to send back to Eastern Europe 

all those indigent Jews whom the influential Jacob Hecht 

thus recommended . At the same time, the Boston Provident 

Association provided some temporary assistance for all those 

Jews recommended by Hecht , who was then the Preside~t of the 

United Hebrew Benevolent Association. Up to that moment , 

the U. H. b . A. had not really i nvolved itself in the affairs 

of the Russian inunigrant . It actually took the interven

tions of two non-Jewish cha~itable organizations-- the Boston 

Provident Organization and the Board of Charities--to wake 

boston 1 s German Jewish community up to the fact that the 

Jewish immigrants were their responsibility . The Twwksbury 

incident prompted the United Hebrew rlenevolent Association 

to reconside r its policy toward the immigrant . .By 1889, 
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therefore, the Association was already engaged in activities 

on behalf of the Russian Jewish immigrant. It sought out 

full responsibility for Jewish immigrants to Boston. This 

is seen by the fact that it petitioned the Treasurer of the 

United States to grant permission to the Association to re

present detai.ned immigrants at deportation hearings. In 

that same year, the right to present proper evidence in cases 

involving Jewish immigrants was given to the United Hebrew 

Benevolent Association.150 

By 1895 9 some of the Russian Jews were fina.ncially able 

to provide for the creation of self-help organizations for 

those of their brethren yet to come from Eastern Europe. 

Hence, each group-·-the German Jews and the Russian Jews-

founded i:an organization dedicated to immigration aid. 

These were the American Comnittee for Ameliorating the Con

dition of the Russian Refugees and the Benoth Israel Shelter

ing Home. These institutions showed microcosmically bow· far 

apart the German' and Russian Jewish communities of Boston 

were. For even though both institutions had the same basic 

goals, they carried out different tasks and even received 

financial support from different groups of Jews in the city. 

The big difference betweenthe communities, however, was seen 

in the type and degree of help which each ·institution could 

and did provide. The German Jews were in a better position 

to provide the im:nigrants with jobs, since the Germans w.re 

much better acquainted with American business practices. 
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the !:{ussian Jews , however , were not well acquainted with 

these business practices, nor were t hey as f i nancia l l y able 

to help their breth ren as were the Germans . !he bes t that 

t hey could do was p rovide them with t emporary shel t e r and 

food . The difference in scope of act i v ity does not neces-

sarily mean that t he o r ganizat ion s were i n co mpetition wi t h 

each other . On the contrary, t he very fact that t h e work 

in which e a ch institution engage d complemented t hat o f the 

o t her must have meant a measure of co operatio n and conc ord. 

"Ihe s ign if icant accomplishment of these years i s the a chieve

ment of a s pirit of c 0 - ope ration among the disparate g roups . 11 151 

l'here was another Te wks bury a ffair which showed t he 

amount o f co- operation between the German Jews and the iWs-

sian Jews through their respective immigrant aid societies 

and the functi ons which each institution carried out : 

.Eleven J ews were detained [in H~9 1] on 
t he cha:;::?,e o f receiv in h i l le ra 1 assistance 
in migration , and were sent to the Tewksbu ry 
Al:ns ~-:ouse . Or. l e ar-n in2 this , t he President 
of the Sheltering nome c onsulted with Mr. 
[Lehmanr] Fickert , resider.t of t he Jn ited 
. ~brew benevolent Association, on the bes t 
way to free the detai~ees . fhe two me n 
r etained Owen A. Galv in , attorney , ~ho 
entered a orotest . ~sanw~! le , t~e L-enoth 
-srael Sheltering) ~ome supplied bond fo r 
t he immi ~ra~t:s , aI"!d se~t suop lies cf kos:?e?'.' 
f ood to t h e hl.ms nouse . f he Pre sident of 
the t..enevo lent: /~ssociat ion succeeded in 
arranging tor the re l ease of all the Te wks
bury immi~rants ••• 152 

Later im.~i~rant airl institut ions more or less paralle led 

t~ese early orca.,izatior.s , e :{cept t~e work which they did , 
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as well as t he :nethods employed to carry tr.em out , was T:"ore 

s oph isticated and more amply f inanced . This meant a wider 

and more efficient coverage of aid given . Moreover, new 

service s s upp lementin.2 or even supplant in~ some o f those 

a l ready provid ed could be added, depending on the needs of 

the immigrant a t any particular moment . These new s ervices 

of ten made obsolete those provided by the older instituti0ns . 

l.nsof ar as the work of the rl.ussian- f ounded Hebrew immigrant 

Aid Society wa s concerned , there was much activity which 

?ar a l leled the endeavors of the Benoth I srael Sheltering 

.iorne . 'f he work of the Home be gan t o decline , however , as 

~he Russ iar Jewish community ~radua lly prospered. The new

comers t o Boston soon were a b le to t urn t o the i r f a milies 

:.rnd ! riends who were now e.ainin <? an economic f ootho l d in t he 

city . T~is made the 3helterin a Horre ' s work of p roviding 

temporary shelter and f ood less necessary . On the o t her hand , 

the P.rowinz comp licet ions concernin~ immi,2ration proce d ures 

and the i ncreasing number of deportation cases c aused the 

irruniRrants to be more in need of legal aid . This was a 

service whic~ t he ~ebrew l mnigr ant Aid Society could and 

did p rovide . As a resu lt , t he She lterin,2 rtome suffere d fi 

nancially , al t hou gh it ~on tinued to function throu~h 19 14, 

since i ts services were apparently still needed by a portion 

of t he immi~rant population . 153 

In terms o f the earl y Ge rman contrib•ition to immi~ra."'lt 

aid the American Committee f or Ameliorat in ~ the Conditio~ of 
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the Russian Refugees , Hoston Branch , which added a Fr ee 

Employment Bureau in 1892 , also be~an to lose impor tance 

f or the same reason t hat the Benoth Israel Sheltering Home 

d id. ~~re and more f amily members and f riends were securin~ 

jobs for newcomers to t he city . ,-i.Qwever . with the numbers 

of 1{ussiAn Jewish immigrar:ts i n boston reaching almost over

whelmin~ proportions , a need for irmni~rant dispersal was 

c rea t ed . He nce , under t he financial auspices of the Baron 

de riirsch Fu nd , the I ndustria l Removal Office was c r eate d . 

roe princioal j ob of the Boston Br anch was to encoura~e the 

settlement of skilled laborers in t he small towns of Massa

c hu setts. The Jewish Advocate reported in Ju l y, 1 9 14 , on 

the success of t hi s venture . It sa i d that i n 1901 , for in

s tance , the total Jewish popu lat ion in such town s as Chicopee , 

. olyoke , ~orth Adams, Northampton , Pittsfi eld , and Sprin~

f ield totalled on l y 1 , 100 . Thirteen years l ater , however, 

the to~~ of Holyoke alone had more than that number of Jews. 

Moreover , there we r e now J ews settlin,e in towns which her e 

tofore had never known a Jewish resident . These included 

t~e col'Tll'T\unities of Athol , Turner ' s f alls , She l bourne Falls , 

Deerf ield , Gr e enfield , and Westfield . By World War 1, there 

were abo~t ll , OOObews living i n towns we st of Boston , which 

was a ten - fold ~rowth in Jewi ~h popul ation from the be~ innin~ 

of the oro j ect jn the early l YOO • s . 154 l n t h e years between 

1 ~03 and 1914 , t he Office assisted almost 2 , 600 Russian Jewish 

immierants . 155 



- 72-

It wa s throu~h their efforts on behalf of immi~rant aid 

that the German and Russian Jewish communities were able to 

find a mutual inter est and eventual cooperation . it was not 

until a concerted e ffort to crea te a network of philanthropic 

a gencies was made , however, that the means and the basis for 

an united Jewish community were found . indeed , between the 

years 188 1 and 19 14 , Jewish cha r ity in Boston became trans

forr:ted f rom an infor.nal , inexpensive venture int o a sophis-

ticated , we l l - financed and hi~ly or~anized one . ln the days 

of German Jewish set t l ement in Boston , the only philanthropic 

aid societies in the city were t he a forementioned Uni ted 

~ebrew ~enevolent Association ar.d ar or~anizatior. of Jewish 

wome:"' ca lled i :l its early days the 11ebrew Lad i es ' 3ewing 

Societ y . This g roup , which was orJ?" anized by 1•.rs . Jacob P.echt , 

suppleme n t ed the financial assistance o f its brother organiza

tion wi t h b l ankets and clothin~ .156 The fac t that these two 

or~anizations were the only ones existing by the time that 

the ~ussian Jews be~an settling in nos t on shows how little 

the Gerr.lan Jews needed charity . On t he o t her hand , the ~rowth 

o f Jewish philanthropy during t he next thirty years demonstrates 

equally well just how much their Russian brethren needed it . 

The ~reat wave o f immigration commencina i n the 1880 1 s 

made it clear a lmost immediately how inadequate the existin~ 

philanthropic structure was to cope with this new situation . 

The many new immi~rants coming to Bos t on precipitat ed a 

crisis in philanthropy . The L"llllli~ran ts needed more than t he 
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temporary assis t ance which the Uni ted Hebrew Benevolent 

Assoc i ation and the riebrew women ' s Sewin~ Society l the 

organization ' s new name) were able to provide . The truth 

was that t he Russian Jews needed perman ent j obs , housin~ , 

sustena'lce and ~eneraL security . These thjn~s could no t be 

provided by the 6enevolen t Associatio~ and the Sewin~ Society 

alone . rtelp was needed , and it was needed immediately . 

The e conomic crisis amo~~ Bosto~ • s Jewish irrani2ra nt 

pcoulation became more widespr ead a nd intensive . ~orth End 

children went throu~h the stree ts sellin~ inexpe nsive object s 

or simp ly be~~in~ for money . The Jewish Chronicle of loston 

describes such a scene: 

Every nig ht on a s troll throu~h the 
principal streets of boston you will 
f ind little ra ~~ed J ewish urchins , 
usually in s ;nal 1 c rowds , ba.id ing on 
corners with a small bundle of paper s . 
Yo u are : irst greeted with 111•&.i.ster, 
p lease buy a pape r . 11 and then , 11 • .is ter, 
please : ive -ne a !"ew ce:: t s . 11 

_ :-:ie t 
little J.---E.--- . rli s father is i~ 
t~e ra2 bus iness . ..e t u!."ned s p:::-i n&s 
and somersaults at t he rate of three 
f or a nic kel . Co me and t a l<e t hes e 
children off the s treet s 1157 

6y the 1890 1 s , the United ~ebrew J enevolent Associatio~ 

=ealized that i t could no t by itself acco~plish the respon-

sih ility of providin ~ ohilan thropic aid f or t he Russian Jew-

ish i mmigrant . As a matte r of f act , effective char itabl e 

activity would requ i r e the concerted efforts a all the 

?hilant hropic organization s the~ be~ i ,nin~ to emer2e i n 

Boston , as we ll as those subsequently c reated to cope wi t:h 
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the socio-economic crisis f acing tne r;.ussian Jews . .ienc e , 

at the a nnua l ~eetL~g of t he u . ~ . H . A . in ?ebruary , 1893 , 

Rabbi Solomon Schindler o f Iemple Ada t h lsrael was named 

chairman of a special committee to ~et in touch wi t h other 

phi lanthrooic qroups i n order to pool t: .1eir resources by 

effectin~ an a malgamation among all of them . Af ter two 

years of olannin~ and discussions , the amal~amat ion of 

~oston ' s philan thropic o r ganizat ions was comp l eted . Th i s 

genera l organization o f the ~ity • s charities was called the 

r'ederation o f Jewish Charities a nd may very wel l hav e been 

the fi rst such ?ederat ion of its kind in America . 158 

As f ar as t he internal arrange ments of the ~ederat ion 

were concerned , it was proposed and t he motion accepted, 

firs t of all , to include t he Unit ed rtebrew tienevo len t Asso

ciation and the Hebrew Women ' s Sewing Society , with the Leo

po l d J1orse 1:1ome ( an orphana ge) , the uo sto:1 ~ranch of the 

rla ron de hi rs c h Fund, and the Che vra Kade sha (i . e . , the 

Charitable Burial Society) . 159 fhe member a ge n cies were to 

co:1tinue to co l lect a nd distribute cha rity as they had do n e 

in the past , and Rabbi Schindler was to or~anize a cen tral 

re~is tration office and raise a corps o f volunteer fund

raisers . 160 ~ventualLy , : t was decided to have e very con 

t:ribution of a chari table nature , no matter f or which par

ticular char ity it was originally intended , beco me part of 

the r e dera tion 1 s over - all tre~sury . l t was t hen up to the 

~ederacion ' s rina nce Committee t o arrange t he division of 
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the funds between each deserving organization with al l ocations 

mad«"' according to the needs o f t he individual rnember ins t itu 

tion s.16 1 This p lan to divide all t he funds among t he Fed

eration ' s charities according to the needs of t he individual 

organizations was a good o ne if seen as an attempt t o make 

the t"ederation a more efficient body, one whose work was 

centrali zed and we ll organized . hOwever, it had its draw

backs as well, because in co ncentrating t he work , t h e r ed

eratio n automatically gained a bsolute ~ontrol o f all the 

f unds o f i ts member agencies . 162 I t would seem that t he 

division of the monies would have be en scrutinized very c l o aiy 

by each a gency , and in al l probability they would have had 

disag reements about now the ~oney was distributed . nowever , 

s ince t h e re were apparently no reports of such d isagreements, 

one may surmise t hat vested interests were not permitted by 

t he i.•ederat:ion to interfere with t he carrying through of 

policies which wou l d amelio:::-ate t he critical economic situation 

wh ich then fa ced the Jewish i mmi ; rants i n boston . 

fhe wod~ by t h e r' ederation o f Jewi sh Charities o t i...oston 

was unque stionabl y eff ici e nt and certail ly successful . fhe 

._•'ede r a tion accomp lis~ed its f irst goal , which was t he raising 

o f funds adequate to meet the demands o f immigrant aid. ln 

its f irst year o f operation, t he f ederation expended $27 , 628 , 

which was an increase of 28 0% over what had been raised by 

Boston ' s charities in 18~3 , and 7003 ove r 1889 .163 By 1905 , 

the Boston Chari t ies combined were spending about $75 , 000 
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annually in ord er to carr/ out their wo rk in a t horou£h 

~an~er . Cf that needed swr , t he Federat ion provided about 

343 , 000 , 164 with t he re s t apoarently e ither comin~ f rom 

non- f ederation sources or bein~ used by non-Federation a~en-

cies . 

The imoortance of formin~ a rederat ion of Jewish Char-

i ties in Boston cannot be exaggerated . In earlie r days, t he 

i moortant step had been to unite the leading German Jewish 

phi l anthropic institutions . Now, the important move was t he 

inclusion o f t hese ohilanthro~ic organizations which were 

s u pported by the Russian Jews themselves . ln February, 1~08 , 

the l''ederation o fficially exoanded , including now t he Mt:. 

Sina i Disoensary , the Hebrew lmmi~rant Aid Society , and the 

Benot h lsr~el Shelterin~ !lome . 165 This Gr e ater f ederation 

of Jewi s h Oiari ties survi ved a couple of dif ficult Uo ston 

winters , and even orosoered to the point of bein~ able 

eventual l y to soend lar ge swns of money without recourse to 

emer ,1?ency f uz1ds . The prosperity wt:ich the Greater r'ederat ion 

exoerienced in the y ears orior to Wo r l d war I '.iould seem t o 

have de;ttonst ra ted a high degree of harmony between German 

and Russian Jews , at leas t insofar as t heir mutual phil

anthrop ic endeavors wer e: concerned . .•io::-eover , not only did 

t he two ~roups e}:perien ce eood relations amon~ t heir in

dividual charities and institutions , but they also be.ean to 

work wel l t o gether by unit i n .e ~erman and Russ ian or~anizat ions 

under a common headin~ and a d min i stration. This was espe-
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cial l y t rue in terms of t he phila~throp ic efforts by Gerina~ 

an d Russi a n Jews toward the a~ed and t he o r phaned . 

ln 1·.arch, 188\j , the Leopold 1'torse ho me had been founded 

under the auspices of a German Jewish institution , the 

Montef iore home and Aid So c iety . he t·,orse nome was sub-

sidized by the r:ontefiore Society and t he he brew :.Jomen 1 s 

Sewin~ Society , and it t herefore o perated co~fortably as an 

ornhan.:: ~e . The .Kuss ia~ J ews, however , did no t c.se the 

orohanage ' s services . lns t e ad , t he y purchase d t he prope r t y 

of the Sa i nt Elizabeth Ho s p i tal a nd converted it into a home 

for dest i tute childr e n . The idea of a :russian- soonsored 

home f or destitute chi ldren was the brainstorm of a n e w g r oup 

of <ussian Jewish immi~rant women , rhe Ladies 1 ~ielping nand 

Society . At their annual meetin~ in 1897, t hey publicly 

announced that they wer e about to rais e a fund for an orphan ' s 

ho~c . ~~ny ftuss ian Jews did not receive t he news with joy , 

since t hey were well aware that the Leopo l d 1i0r se Borne already 

existed , and t hat p robably all t hat could r esult f rom this 

i,1ove oy the l elpin~ nand Socie ty would be conf l ict with the 

Gernan Jews . The Society did not wish t o incur opposition 

to i ts i dea , so the olar was chani?ed and a fund was raised 

fo r the establis~~ent of a temoorary ho~e . A ~eeting was 

held at the Beth l srae l Synar:o gue to discuss the o pen in~ of 

such an i nstit ution . Af t e r weeks of arduous work , a corr.;ri t

tee was 9:iected to procure the home and to see to t he par

t i culars necessary f or openin~ it to t he publ i c . He n c e , in 
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189'1 , the Saint Elizabeth Hospital was bought by hr . ::>amuel 

.Borofsky , a Kussian Jew wno dabbled in polit ics . The openin~ 

of this institution, which was i:- iven the name of " The Helpin r 

Hand l 'emoorary Home for Destitute Otilrlren," was held on 

December 24 , 1899 . 166 

The Te:uporarv Home ope rated success f ully , and without 

the aid of any or~anized phi l anthropic aid , fo r a number of 

years . i ts success as a Privately-endowed institution was 

so outstandin~ t hat in July, 1905 , The Jewish Advocate was 

::>roud l y able to procla i m: "Unaided by any lar ge dona t ion s 

fro~ any one o r more philanthropists , the institu tion has 

2rown steadily until at present i t s t ands free of any debt 

and throu~h its many demands it is compe lled t o en large its 

quarters .u l 67 Therefore , in 19 07 , t he Lorne ' s s upporters 

pu rchased land for a lar ge r buildin g , and t hey set about 

e rectinv it on property facin~ i rankl i n Park in Roxbury.16 S 

The cornerstone for the remoorary ho ::'le was l a id in 19 10 , 

S30 , 000 of a needed ;?100 , 00 0 was already in the i1ome ' s co f 

fers , and The Je\vish Ad vocate , in re f lec tin$?. t he op inion of 

manv of i ts readers, stron~ ly s ugeested a consolidation of 

t he f e rr.porary dome with '. t s o l der sister institution, thE: 

Leooo lc ,.orse ~ome . l o~ r~e Te :nporary .ome suffered some 

f inencial s e tbad ·s , but construct i on continued . Finally , 

in 19 11, the Federat ion a~reed to the mer~er of the Tem

porary !tome and the Leonold 1'-torse Home. The mer~er was 

c ompleted in December, 1912, when the d i rector of the Leopold 
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. ~o ::se _.orne acce!:lted t be terms for t he u nion o f the two homes . 

The merger of the German- soon sor e d Leo oold 1orse .o~e and 

t h e ~ussia~- 5 ~onso~ed Temoorary ~ome for uestitute ~hi ldren 

was i ndicative of two verv L-nportant development s in the Bos 

ton Jewish community: a) ~ussian-~rman unity of institutional 

effort was now on the way t o becoming a reali t y . This, how

ever, would not have been possibleunless b) the Russian 

Jews achieved equality with the Germans a s measured by af

f l uence , efficiency in administration a nd, p robab ly , also 

~ccu l turation . 170 It would aoDear that it was even desirable 

"10W f or the Ger-nan J ews to include the Russian Jews in their 

ohilan c h rooic o lan s . i ndeed, when doctors and leaders of 

the Ge r -.an Jev ish co:rnnunity fot:.nded t:he l•1t • .Sinai Disoensary 

in 19')3 , they took t he ini tiative o f as1< in s: t he rtussian Jews 

t o oar t i cipate in t h e sunoort of t h e institution throug h 

a t·· t . Sinai Socie tv and Ladies 1 Auxiliary . out t he i n 

activity of the: :tussian Jews in t h is oro ject was quit€ 

r.o ticeah le . Finally, the Russian Jews abandoned t h e 1 t: . 

Sinai ~isoensary c om? l e t ely in order to work o n a p ro ject 

of their own - - the f ou-;dation of the 1.>eth I srae l !10so i ta L 

Al tr ou~t: t!-:e 1..>ern.an J e~"s d i d n ot: look t oo favorabl y upon 

this p ro j ect a t the time , t hey e ventua lly came around , and 

after 1~ 14 , bo th the l ussian Jews and the ~erman Jews worked 

to ~ether on tne beth Lsrae l ~o~pi tal oro j ecc . 17 1 

The ::! rowin.£: c o o oeration between the iluss ian and German 

Jewish c ommunities, as seen in the e'~aFoles t)f the J.eouold 

orse ,:01c a_~r. t he fe-n-mrary :tome and the . t: . Sinai a nd Beth 
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find the ~eans for rapproche~e~t or. a commun i ty l eve l . ~ver. 

thou~h these means we r e fou.""ld in the economic crises of 

their immi~rant br e thren , t hey sti 11 !1el ped bring a bout t~e 

desired resul ts . Mut ual phi lanthronic endeavors we r e t he 

}~ey whic h opened the doo r to comr1uni t y cooperat ion between 

.{u s sian and German J ews , and·t hey a l so rta ve ho~e f or an 

e volving un i ty be t ween t he two groups in the years t o come . 

J E:.W l.:iH- CH.UST IA! ~u:LAr 10.-3 1-! .:SOSTOl\ 

To s ay that t he ~oston Brah.1ins and the i;-;;miQrants w:-io 

ca""!le to their city did :wt ce t alon ct very well with one 

a""lother would be to indul ~e i1 ·ross unders tate~ent . The 

ttajori t y of Brahrnin s were res trictio~ists; they ~referred 

to keeo .doston f ree f r-o:n any and all i:n.'i\b ... rant ~roups , not 

j us t J ews . Know- .fothin .... o:-ejudice had wrea ked havoc a;non'1 

~oston ' s na t i v ist oo:>ula t i on , the t~nsions with the i~

~i~rant .11'! ish Cat ho lics leavin~ a ~enerally bad taste in 

t:.ei r mouths . £he aussia n J ews , howe ver , did or ovoke 

i~terest and comment . St"L"ictly soeakin g, the Jews '"ere 

:iot new t o ~oston by the time t '."lat: the .:{ussia:'ls be~an t o 

arrive . Af t e r all , the r,er.nan Jews had occupied residences 

in Boston fro~ the ~icc le l SOO ' s , and individual Jews had 

!:>een known t o l ive i'"'l the cif"y well efore t hat. A very 

complex tradit ion entered i nt o : he conte01porary view of t he 

-tussian LTulli i::rant : 
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The oldest pc:.rt o~ that t.:-adition was 
i n t e llectua l: first, t he admiration 
for the ancient Hebrew as the fountain
head of Christian ity , in~eritad from 
the seventeenth- century Puritans; second , 
.~ui lt and sympathy foz:- t he persecuted 
Jew, stimulated by the Philosophy of 
hu.~anitarianis~ in the nine t eenth cen
tury . 172 

The German Jewish sett l ement in the 1840 • s , however, added 

an aesthetic image of the Jew--and one which did not co i n-

cide wi t h his lefty heri t a ste . He was now see n also as a 

l owly peddler with a German -"\ccent , and a foreigner who was 

ridiculed f or his a bstinen ce f rom pork . 173 Moreover , t he 

Brahmins feared as well a s admired t he J e w' s ability t o make 

~oney . The protest s of James Russell Lowe l l and ne nry Adams 

we re characteris t ic of a new react ion . Engl ish i nt el lectuals 

(e .g., l'ho~as Carlyle) resent ed the presence o f J ews in ? r o -

oer European society , as we ll as t ne ir vital role in the 

economic life o f the British £mpir e . This prorr.i nence of 

Jeus in ove rseas economics confused t he t.r ahmins , who soIDe-

times reflected their own insecurity in the dread image of 

the Jews as in t erna tional bankers by such protests agains t 

Jewish irrni~ration as thos e raised by Lowe ll and Ada.ms . This 

resent-iient of the An~ loohi le Bos t on r..rahmin mino r ity was 

extended to i nclude t he poor :<.ussian Jewish i mr.\i .c;rant who 

came t o t he city . The so- called "scientific" interpretations 

o f p r esuma bly unbiased ref ormers and soci ologists gave a new 

meanin~ to the strengt h o f r he ancient .ebrew, and thereby 

helped t r ansform the harmless image o f the indigent ~uss ian 
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Jewish immigrant into a quest ionab le stereo t ype . 174 

The En~lish social r e f ormer Arnold White was influential 

in fannin~ t he f lames o f fear and unr est among boston 1 s 

nativists . Jhite warned Americans that London had become 

a kind of way station where thousands of physical l y - def icient 

and ind i gent Jews were bein~ prepared to me et the examinat i ons 

a t Ellis Is land . White's rema r ks apparently set of f simi lar 

reactions amo ng staunch Boston restrictionists. cto bert Dec. 

ifard believed , as did White, that /'merica was only encouragin~ 

t he despocic practices of .C:uropean countries when it became 

willing to a c cept their "worst 11 clas s es o f people. :>cnator 

~enry Cabot Lodge doubted t hat the country could make good 

Americans oat o f 4'\Ussian Jews . .{ussian J ews beg an to be 

regarded with s kep t i c isrn e t{ac is t ~i l liam z. ~ip ley had 

uncomplimentary views about rtussian Jews wh ich f acili t ated 

a rather uncon~enia l i mage of the Jew . 1 75 

Eventually , t he i ntel l e ctuals could find somethi,~ n ec

a tive to say a t out t he Jew no matter what ~ood traits he 

showed . For i n s tanc e , his l ow rate o f mo r ta l i ty a nd c riminal i t y 

~ight h ave been cons idered an index to t ~e Jew ' s resistance 

to socia l a nd physical de~eneration . fhe comp l iment was 

sometimes du bious , howe ver , a s i t implied a f ixity o f ~ur

pose and an i mperviousness t o environment as well as a de 

t a chment from the l\merican scene . i·.oreover, consistent with 

the us s ian Jew ' s self- imposed isolation, be certainly had to 

be too individualistic.176 
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By t he early 1900 ' s anti-.;emitism was surely a fact o f 

t:he Jew' s existence . le was ~elieved chat h is biological 

nature made it :impossible f0r ~im to f it into t he Arr.erican 

way of life . lnde ed , eugenicists such a s Dr . Charles ~ . 

Davenport bel ieved t ba t the ."{uss ian Jew had too much i n 

tense individualism and too many ide a l s of eain at the cost 

of any i n terest to allow hi~ tc f i nd cou~ati bili cy wit h the 

maj ority of boston ' s 9opulation . .. n e laci..:e r , who were 

:.nost ly J!:n gl ish and Scandinavien in make- up , had values which 

see~in z_ ly made f o r gr eater co.-n.~n ity comrr.i tmcn t , more hc~es t 

tec.hn i.ques ~or persona 1 advance :r.ent and more desi :-e t o 

incu lca te other fami l y members wi th :::-eli8ious and ?atr i ot:i c 

ideals . 177 l'he J e w was an object of deprecation and social 

ostracism in the ear.ly years of t he twentieth century . AL

thou£h ster e o t ypes fluc tuated in emphasis , t h e total Lu

p r e ss ion a pparently gained c redence . ..~e~ative experiences 

with Jews probab l y became genera l ized , whereas positive 

e xoerien ces wi t h Jews may have been e ithe r disregarded as 

deviating from the norm, or reinterpreted t o have negative 

meaning . The Ang lo-.5axon value sy steli\ i t wou l d see:n, ser

ved a s t:he standard , and any variance f rom the system by 

any outz rouo was t antamount to being inferior t o that system. 

l 'he An .:; lo- Saxon i mage of all ot:1er minority gr oups was most 

likely e t:hically impersonal , which wou ld in all prooabilit:y 

make i t i wpos s i b le to ep ryeal to t he Brahmins on moral grounds 

to accen t the outgroup happily into their community . The 
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Brahmins apparently had made u o their minds that they would 

not be 11 tainted 11 by Jews or any other out groups . Hence , u p 

until ~or ld War 1 , their approach to the immi~rants was 

most lik ely restricted to i~norin~ them through social 

ostracism ( thou~h they probably continued to trade with 

the m) o r openly attackin~ them in the harshest possible ways. 

The anti- Jewi sh fee lin~s of 8oston 1 s nativist population 

was most c learly seen in daily intercourse b~tween the Jews 

~nd t heir non-Jewish neighbors. indeed , more than once the 

non - Jews kept from the Jews ma.ny l ife- preserving services . 

ln t he h uman j ung le of the North End, a doctor's care was 

hard co o b t ain . The Jews alwa ys dreaded having to call a 

non - J e wish d o ctor, because , more often than not , he would 

not heed even the cries of a dyin~ child. In October, 1895 , 

The Amer i can rle brew reported the following inc ident: 

fhe Jews l i ving in Bosto n ' s Ghetto are 
havin~ a hard time o f lt: . the l a ws are 
bein~ made to o ppress the m heavily and 
~ onysician livin ~ amon~ them re f used 
to treat them, showing a lack of hu
mani ty that shou ld c a use h i m t o be r ead 
out of the profession . 

A little chi l d fell into a tub o f wate r , 
and when t ake n out by the f rantic mo t her 
was unconscious , a nd was carr ied to the 
office of ur • ..:: • ...obron , 130 3ale;r .::> t . 

1\i thou~h t he mot::ier ·ot down on he r knees , 
it is claimed that the door was!ilut in her 
face , wi t h t he statement: 1' '1ie don • t wa n t 
any Jews; what's mor e , we will not treat 
them. 11 

The QOthe r c a rr i e d her ch i ld back to her 
rooms, and friends d id all in their power 
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to resusci tate t he litt l e one, but with
out success . 

A witness called on Ibe Boston Globe , 
and according to his story the child's 
l ife could have been saved by a few 
moments 1 wo r k by a physician . 

To tes t t he t ruth of t he statements made 
concernin~ Dr . ~obron , a Glo be rr.an called 
on him, and here is wha t he said: 11 1 
don ' t ~o to the Jewish oeople f or my prac
tice. l don't propose to have a house 
full o f tramps . 

11 l am a member o f t !ie . .assachusetts 
l"iedical Society, ar.d. none of the big 
pro f essors distur b themselves over these 
cases . 

" What are the hospitals f or, and what are 
the ambulances f o r7 

" I am here to ma k e my livin t? , not to wait 
on people for nothi n g , especial l y ' sheenies .• 11 178 

The bitterly anti-Jewish f ee l i n g r e flected in t he actions a nd 

word s o f Dr. Gobron l4'ere , unf ortunately, too typical . bore-

ove~ it was seen i n practically all aspect s of the J e ws' re-

lationships with non- J e ws . it was especially seen in the 

areas of educat ion , relig i ous practices, immigration restric -

t ions, the communicati on media , and general social inter-

course between Jews and non- Jews . 

Insofar as educat ion is concerned , we find here perhaps 

the ~reatest cause f or sorrow, because i t i s i..n this area 

of life that Jewish children came int o shar p and most un-

pleasant contact with anti- Jewish pre j u d i c e . Des p ite the 

f a c t that he was winning most of the a cademic prizes , the 

Jewish child was never really a llowed to enjoy his success 
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outside t he f old of h is own fami ly or of the Jewish com

munity. rhe Jewish child was never allowed to f orget his 

Jewish identity . The best way o f doing t his was ostracism o f 

t he Jew when i t c ame to extra- curricular a ctivities. The 

Jewish Advocate, in an editorial printed in its hay 27 , 19 10 , 

issue, lambasted the f rate rnities and the presidents of the 

various colleges in the Boston area for their attitude toward 

the Jewish students in their midst . The editorial said that 

since the fraternities have b:'!en excluding Jewish students 

from t heir ranks, the latter have been forming their own 

social ranks . l'he p residents of t he colleges , however, de

nounced the Jewish students for the solely Jewish membership 

of the ir social g roups . !he editor~al chided the president s 

f or taking such a stand . The Jews would in all pro bability 

not have formed Jewish c l ubs i f the non-Jewish fraternities 

ha d not p racticed social exclusiveness and ostracism in the 

first place . However , the college presidents did not s ay 

anyth i ng to the non-Jewish fra ternities- -only t o the Jewish 

social c lubs . 1 79 This shi f ting o f t he onus of blame by 

non- Jewish e ducators from the non-Jewish culprits to the 

jewis h s t udents was probably typical of weak men in academic 

11 hot seats 11 who, in ord er to save their O\om s kins in a 

tic k l ish si tuation, would take the easy way out . And, of 

course , the easy way out was to b lame the Jews , who coul d 

not help but come out of the situation having even less o f 

a good imag e than before . 
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Jewish scudents suffered in ocher ways . .for instance , 

it: was reported to The Jewish Advocate thatfprofessors in 

certain colleges and universities in Bost on gave low ~rades 

or e ven zeros to students who happened to be J ews . More

ov er, these same inst i tutio n s had quota restrictions on 

Jewish mat:riculation . 180 Jewish students were also forced 

to =ead negative re:narks abou t themselves in college text

boolr s . At harvard Col le~e , f or instance , a history text

b0oi< included the remark : "The expul s io::l of t he Jews f rom 

rc.ussia was justifiable . 11 181 At harlborough High Schoo.l, the 

school newspa~er, t he Clarion, printed a comic dictionary. 

lme of t ne editions of t he pape r included in this dic tionary 

the following definit:ion: 11 1 Arson,' deri ved f r om the He b r ew 

(see insurance) . 11 1d2 This obvious reference to the s tereo

t ype of the Jew who would burn down h is business premises 

in order t o collect the insurance mo ney so angered Jacob de 

.iaas , editor of fhe Jewish Advq__~, that he immediately 

nenned a letter to t he o r incioal of . .-.arlborou eh ;\i~h .:>chool, 

asKin g f or a retract i on of t h i s d:>vious l y anti- ~emitic remark • 

. ~evertheless , t he da:na~e had been done ••• 

tU'lo ther dif f icul ty with whic h the Jewish student had to 

contend was his f orced participation i n school relig ious 

exercises . Jewish children were forced to take part in ~os

t:on public school Ghristmas exercises . 18 3 At the sa.~e ti~e, 

it was well known that public school teache rs gave Jewish 

chi ldren bad marks as a penalty f or having sta yed o u t o f 
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school on J ewish holidays . 184 0n the college l eve l, pre

judice was often more or less unof ficia l and more percept i b l e 

on t he student l eve l . ~or ins tan ce , e ven though t he Com

mencement speaker a t Harvard ~llege in June , 1907 , was a 

Jew ( i . e ., Nr. Arthar ~~yer) , a sign hung in a near by dormi 

tory r e ad: 11 nebrews need not ref_ister . 0185 

One o f the mo s t notorious incidents of these pre- World 

War l da ys i n the f ield of educ a tion concerned a bitter con-

frontation o f Jews with non- ~ews . 1n 1905 , ~~s. Julia Duf f , 

a member of the Boston School hoard, ver bally attacked r-·,iss 

M.L.ld red Kalle n, a Jewish woma n who tau~ht in the West End 

publi c schools . Ther e did not see~ to be a solid reason for 

i t , bu t f·a-s . Uuff t ook e very o pportunity to at t ack Miss 

Kallen . She continually r e commended having Miss Kallen ex

pelled , presumab ly because of her J e wish heritage . 1~6 £he 

Jewish Advocate worked hard during t his ~eriod t o protect 

the r i ght s o f both Jewi s h students and Jewis h teacher~. :\l

t hou Rh mos t o f t heir e f forts wer e in vain, s ome succe~ded . 

The :no s e outstanding. o f t:h est? success es wa s the active part 

taken by The Jewi sh Advocat e in the case o f Mrs . Duff and her 

f r i end ~~. Wil li~~ Harring ton , the headmas ter o f the Washing

ton School in t he heavily Jewis h ~est End . The latter, alon~ 

with P~s . Duf f, had s e en to i t that f e w Jewish teache rs were 

allowed to pract i c e in this school; hence , bo t h were u l

t imately expelled f rom t heir positions . 187 Nevertheless, 

s uch succes ses were i ndeed rare, and the paradox of academic 



success in an environment o f ant i - Jewish f eeling and action 

apparently lasted well beyond the period under discussion 

in this paper ••• 

Tiie Jews also suf fered when it caJT1e to their relig ious 

practices . Their difficulties in this area usually man i -

f ested themselves when thei r pract i ces ran counter to the 

re l igious practices of t he non- Jewish communit y . Of ten the 

econo~ic life of the Lwnigrant Jew su:fere~ , because his 

ho l idays dif fered f rom those of his Christian neighbors . 

The problem e specially focussed itse l f on the subject of 

the 3abbath. Here , t he Jews and ..::hristians ca~e into con-

: lict on the interpretation of the .:iunday law, which, if 

conscientiously app lied , would allow t he Jews to work on 

3unday . However, the Christians , whose ~abbath f al l s on 

.:iunday , tried t o ge t around the l a w, lool<ine f or loopholes 

which would f orce the Jews to keep t heir businesses closed 

on Sunday as well as 3aturday . ln this tas~ they were aid~d 

by the ~ost:on t'ol ice Depar tment, practical l y al l of which 

was Christian . !he up shot of all t his was a heightening of 

tensions between J ews and Christians . Tne A.~erican ~ebrew 

reports on the dif fe rences of opinion concerning ~abbath 

regulations, and how poor ly th~ Jews f ared , no matter how 

strong the ir ~retests or now correct they might have been 

concernin~ their interpretation o f the ~abbath law: 

Salem Street is the scene o f considerable 
e}~citement a t t he present moment . This 
is a section o f Boston poulated by ortho-
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dox Hebrews, and they have been consid
erab ly a g i tat ed by the recent edict , 
issued by [Police] Captain Cain , obliging 
all places of business t o be closed on 
SUnday; consequently , if they are compel
led to c l os e t he ir store s o n the Lord's 
Day , they must necessarily lose two days 
in each week . Again , a large portion of 
their Sunday business is done with i t in
erant pe dd lers w~o come t o t he c ity o n that 
day to buy the ir goods, starting out a gain 
i•t0nday morning . 

with but two or three exceptions , the 
po lice reported all stores closed last 
Sunday; but it is the intention of the 
storekeepers to cat=Y t he mat t er to the 
courts a nd i~terestir.~ results are looked 
for .188 

The pros ecutions a~ainst the J e ws for keeping t heir stores 

open on Sundays were made under the auspices of new Sunday 

le~islation . The int erpretation o f this law by city of-

f icials and police made the new rule no dif feren t: for the 

Jews from that of leg islation of the past . ~oreover, it 

seemed that in all cases the non- Jewish interpretation of 

the law was upheld by the j udges o f the municipal court . 

The provision of the law which g r anted the Jews ce~tain 

?rivile!?es is a s f ollows: "Whoeve r conscientiously believes 
. 
that the seventh day o f the week ought t o be observed as 

the :>abbath , and actually re f ra i n s f rom secular business or 

labor on t hat day , shall ~ot: be l i a b le to t he penalties of 

this section f or performin2 secular business and labor on 

the Lord 1 s Day, if he d ist:urbs no other person . 11 139 ~owever, 

t his orovis i on meant noth ing at a ll t o t he j ud2es . I t was 

true that some J ewish shopkee~ers d i d not close their busines -
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ses at 6 : 00 P . .. . on r~riday evenin~s , but sti ll refrained 

from doin g busines s unt il 6 : 00 P . 1.-1. on $aturday even ing , 

and t ha t anoth&~ ~roup (usually Re f orm J ews) did not close 

their shops at al l . As a rule , though , the Jewish shop

keepers closed their places o f business at 6:00 P . M. on 

Fr iday evenin~ and did not reopen them unt i l 6: 00 P. M. Sat

u rday evening. The court s , however , made no distinc t i on 

what:soever. They held that no one do i ng business under any 

of these condi t ions had the ri ~ht to keeo his shop open on 

Sunday , for the same reason that the law was not being obeyed 

if the stores were not closed on Sunday from midnight to 

midn i~ht . ~oreover , i t was unders t ood that t he meanin~ of 

the word "disturbance 11 in the provision was under interpreta

tion . This was the loophole which !'forth End non-Jewish 

residents used to call the police on Sunday morning . Their 

c omplaint was that the Jewish stores which were open at t his 

time "dis t urbed " the m as the y were on their way to church 

services . This brought the police to t.he scene in a hurry , 

and the y would s e e to it that the Jew c l osed h is busines s 

fo r t he balance of the da y . 190 The penalty f or v iolating 

the law was a fine which r an anywhere from $50 . 00 to $500 . 00 , 

dependin g u~on the seriousness of the of f ense . 191 rhis , o f 

course , was a sum which the usually indi~ent Russ i an Jewish 

immierant could ill afford . 

The police used tne word 11d ist:urbance 11 to a pp ly to any 

kind of Jewish activity o n 3unday~ not jus t the economic. 
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ln July, 1905, the pol ice of the South End swooped down 

upon some musicians \<lho were enga ged t o play at: a Jewish 

weddin ~ in that area. Tne members of the band were hailed 

into court and f ine d heavily under an extension of the 

meshing of the word "disturbance. 11 I t was f elt that the 

Jewi sh music would disturb non- Jews i n the a rea . Moreover, 

even if it did not, 'there is a oua lification of t h e Sunday 

law dealing with the olayin g of music on t h is day. lt 

s t ates that a concert of sacred music may be held, but only 

fo r reli~ious purposes. <iowever , s i nce the musicians were 

t o play for a J ewish weddini;; , which certainly is to be con

sidered a rel i r- ious event , they neve r should have been f ined . 

Neve rtheless , they were , a nd there was no appeal in ~ the 

cour t' s decision . 1~2 

£hroughout the pre-World War I v ears , the Christians 

actively en~aged in mi s s i onizin g e ndeavors in the Jewish 

se c tions of t he city . 1~3 Probab lv the Jews became so s en

sitive to Chris t ian missionizinj! that t hey seemed to in

t ernret what appeared as honest at t emots at good-will by 

other ~bristians as simply more attempts to convert them. One 

of the most outstandin1t examples of Jewish interpretation of 

Chrisrian ~ood-will as an attempt at missionizing was the 

founding of a so- called non-sectarian Sunday Schoo l i n the 

Jewish section o f the ·..Jest End. rhe Sunday School , which 

was created and ma intained under the auspices of the Francis 

E. Willard Settlement iouse, wa s cal led "the Jewish Sunday 
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School . " Accordin o:: to a printe d circular which was dis

tributed to the populace , the aims of The Jewish Sunday 

School were: "Kelig ious, ethical, and social culture; t he 

basis o f teachin.iz ; strict rlebrew monotheism ••• 11 194 There 

were two departments in the School , one for children and 

the other f or adults . fhe book s fo r the children's depart

u£nt were the same as those used by the reli~ious schools 

sponsored by the ~uncil of Jewish Women. 'fhey aimed to 

teach through these books comn.qndments , Psalms , songs , and 

Old Testament lessons. 

The Jewish Sunday School ir.enediately attracted the Jews. 

Within a short time of its official openin~ , 150 Jewish 

child ren were enrolled in i ts classes . Everything seemed 

above board, and the School apoeared to be an honest effort 

by the non- J ewish corr.r:runity to help its Jewish nei}Zhbors . 

Eowever, ~ax Mitchell , the Suoerinte nden t of the f ederation 

o f Jewi sh Charities , Rabbi Charles Flei scher o f Temple ,\dat:-. 

Isra el , and the Council of Jewish Women all believed that The 

Jewish Sunday School appeared to be in actuality another 

missionizin~ ef fo rt and, there f ore, should be nipped in the 

bud before they began t eaching Christian ideas and values in 

the guise of Jewish teaching . 195 

Another manifestation of the dislike by non-Jews o f 

Jewi sh reli~ious practices was the violent demonstration. 

In October, 1905 , The Jewish Advocate reported it was a 

common annual practice tha t as soon as the Jewish Hi gh rioly-
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d ay s commenced and t he J ews of ~ast ~oston went to t heir 

syna ~ogues , the hoodlwn element of t~e d is t rict demonstrated. 

The thu~s would crowd about the synag o gue , shou t insults at 

the worshippers , and during the services would stone t he 

building , breaking windows and doing other o ropert:y damage.1~6 

As if this was ~ot enoug h , non- Jewish employers often pen-

alized t heir Jewish employees f or taking the Hi gh Holydays 

o ff f o r worship purposes . ~ometimes, these penalties were 

very severe . For instance , the J e wish employees o f the 

o resu.-nably J entile Plau t Shoe Store in Jamaica Pl ain, who 

u sually took .{osh Hash a nah off without undue prote st by 

cheir e mployer , wece summarily discharge d in 1706 for doing 

th . l '-1 7 i s . 

The ir:uni~rant Jews always suffered whenever they en-

deavored to enter America through t he por t at ho s ton . .~.any 

~ostonians were restrictionists , and they trie d continually 

t o have legislation pass 0 d which would keep Jews and other 

minority ~roups out o f the city . An organization known as 

the lmmi~ration Restric~ion League was f ounded in response t o 

this philosophy, and it became the official organ for anti-

i~i~ration activity . Whi le all minori ty e roups suffered 

because o~ the League ' s po licies and actions , it appears 

that the Jews suf fered o erhaps most of a l l because not only 

was their influx the lar~est during the years just before 

t he War , but also t hey attempte d to fight the League . 
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An example of the l . ~ .L. 1 s a.~ti- immigration pol icies 

was the circular which it issued in August , 1906 . I t s tated 

in part: "[rhe Irrunig ration Restriction Lea gu e has] at 

various times called the attention of the public to the in

creased burden put upon us by destitute and defect ive aliens , 

and the welcome they extend to heal t hy and industrial im

migrants ••• e very nation should care for its defective delin

quents and dependents and no t dump them on other nations ••• 

here in this country native and forei gn born alik e need 

e l bow room ••• 111Cj8 The lrruni~ration l{estriction League used 

exag gerations and even full- fled~ed falsehoods in its attempts 

to prove how u..'1worthy aliens were as potential ~oston citizens . 

f hey gave false immigrat ion census records , adding in women 

who could not be naturalized a nd people who had been livin~ 

i n t h e United States for upwards of twer.ty years .1~9 They 

~ade ~any fallacious statements, including the f ollowing: 

a) that there were 1,000 , 000 aliens living in the United 

States by LS-06 and b) that crirnE: figures in Massachusetts 

showed a higher percentag e of immigrants committing. crimes 

than nat ive Americans . The Jewish Advocate pointed out that 

:·ir. 2rescott r.all , Secretary of t h e Lea~ue , had de l i t erately 

: alsi f ied these reports by ou-.i.ttin~ arres ts of uentiles for 

intoxicat ion , while retaining convictions for trivial in

f ractions by Jews and ot:her L.-.mig rant g roups of city ordinances , 

of many o f which the immigrants were s t il l i gnorant.ZOO 
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Another f alsi f ica t :..o :i was .·.r . nall ' s statement that t.:he bud~et 

of a .·:ew Yori~ l..i . e ., Fresby t:erian . • osoi tal) hosp ital was i :1 -

f lated by the influx of 11undesirab l e s . 1• .:towever , L tr • • 'ial l 

did not me n tion th.at t:iese al i e :1s were i1ostly n o .'1- Jewi s h • 

. • oreove::- , t l1e total n urr.ber o f a lie:1s trea t:ed in !-res byt:erian 

.1os !_:> it:al could not have a ff ected the deficit reported by t h.e 

ho s p ital . .L.'"ldeed , i n hos pi tels t h rou,ghout !'lew York City, 

t he oat:ien ts were dis tr i bu ted i n nat ionalities i n almost 

p rec i sely t he s~~e proportion as in t he ci ty at lar~e , there

by s ''1owi ,~ that t h e recen t ir.: l ux of i:nr.:ir- rants did not 

J~ess u..'"lduly u pon t h e co:nrnunal f acilities . 201 l t is true 

c~at: : ~11 a nd t h e L . ~ . L . presen ted distortions of the truth 

to t he pub lic concernin~ the Jewi s h imrni 2rants and immi s?rant s 

o f other lands . :~evertheless , it wot:ld apoear tbat -nany 

lis t ened to thei r ars uments l esoecial l y since t heir r ank s 

included s u ch irnporta."lt and influ ential :ne.-i as .. all and 

;,en.3 to=- .• ency Cabot Lodge ) , for tae aforementioned l i t:eracy 

test f o r Ln.-ni~ra:its and other :neasures meant to restri ct: 

.:..;r.:-.i · ::-a t i on either pas sed the Con~ress or were at least 

thorou~h ly debated before being rejected. 

5o -:e _joston Jews attem?ted to f o rm an oppos i t i o 11 :nove

::1e:-: t: - - : . . e Liberal L-:t-:-.~ " ::-a: i or. i.ea"ue:-- hut a ve:l t hou- h i t 

:riad~ valia:lt e f f orts o~ behalf o f t~e welfare o f t he immi

~ra~ ts , 2J2 ~~e ~estriction League was too bi~ and t oo power-

~e restrictionists also had the emotions o f 

the ., ative - 1..ior:t po?ulat i o n on t heir side . Sl~i l led i•nmi::ra:i ts 
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were competin~ successfully fo r j obs with those who had 

lived in bos ton for many ~eneration s , so i t would s eem 

quite natural that the lai:ter would be resentful of seeir.g 

many of t heir jobs 30 to others who no t only were but newly 

arrived in the city , but also were forei~ners . A., example 

of this emotionaliso is seen i n a rerr~rk made by r estriction-

ist rrenry Abra:ta.-n before t!'le Economic Club o f oost:on: 11 l 

am an £xc l us ionis t, a Protectionis t, a 1rade Gnionist ••• The 

only way to settle t he questi~n of ir:unigration is to stop 

it-- stop it1 11 203 

\.Jhile the lm."Tli E!ra t io1 t<estrict i on Lea ~ue made li fe 

difficult f or the i~"ni.2rants on a ool i t: ical level , t hose 

enter inia t .1e count ry had to contend with oroblems of ,a 

oractica l nature at the port of ent ry . immi2ration Deputy -

Co:nr.iiss i oner t-.ur ley , i n a speech be fore the Oebatin ~ Club o f 

lsoston , said: 

••• a lt:hou~h the pe rformance o f our duties 
involve i..l..~ told hardshios upon t hose aliens 
who a re deprived the ri~ht of admission 
into ttis coun t ry , it is no t t he laws nor 
t he o f fi c i als who a re at f ault , but the 
unsc~~ou lous a ~e~ ts and indiv idua l s who 
conduct who lesa l e traf fic for ga i n , that 
are ~uilty of i :1htL"Tlanity . There a re 
a~ents who undertake the landin~ of un
desirable alie1 s , knowi:i i:: fu ll well i ts 
impossibil ity for a paltry su.~ o f b lood 
::-:o:-.ey . 204 

Tuer~ we=e :7'a-y ~:i::d s o: i.::civi<luals at t he 'Jort of e:1try 

who ".)reyed u po'i i:::i..-..:. 1? ::-a:its . There were :nany incidents as 

discussed by fhe Jew) s~ _Advocat~ which revealed t he a bys mal 



d epths to which the inhumanity of ma n toward his fellow ;nan 

could reacn. Let us confine ourselves here to one such 

happening . 

I\ young aussian Jewis~ g i r l, 1•i.i.ss Clara Gittel , ha d 

come t o Boston t o live with her bro t her . She was immediately 

"ta~ged 11 by t he Arms t r ong Trans f e r Co:npany . l The act o f 

11 t:a ~gin~ 11 meant: t ha t she could be taken to her destinat ion 

by only t he Arms t rone Transfer Company . ) l~is:s Gitte l was 

taken by t he Armstron ~ driver t u he r b~otner's old address , 

no t h is ~ew one , so s he wa s s imply r etur ned t o t he South 

Station and lef t there . Some time later, : ..iss Gittel was 

seen bein~ spirited away by a man who was described simply 

as a 11dark str a nger11 - - and was never seen a~a in . There would 

appear to be no question that she me t wi t h foul ?Jay ; how

ever, a Jewish Advocate editor ial declaimed a 9ai.nst t he 

Armst:ron~ Tr ans f er Company , claiming that the real f ault 

t or her disappearance lay iL t:ne f act tha t toe l\rmstrong 

ta~ allowed no o~e else to help h er . All t hat Armst r ong a~c 

ot:~er companies simi lar to it were interested ih was t he 

:r.oney to be ~a ined , not t he wel fare of the uerson i n volved . 

As a :-esult , women and c :1ildren arrivin l! alone in a stran,ae 

city were vulnerable bot.1 to carpetba :?.g l.n~ companies such 

as t . e JU"mstron~ f ransr c r IJOupany and the i~dividuals who 

took p l easure in caking advantage of Che sing le g irl or un

suspect ing chi l d . 205 



As far as the conditio:1s of the port itself were con

cel.ned , they were so bad that t."1ey prompted even res tric

tionist 3e~ . ~enry Cabot Lod ge to propose the establishment 

of a new i:n.~igratio~ station , h opefully ~odelled a f ter 

i::.l l is ... s land . 1n the o l d tloston i;;uT-i ~ratio~ stat i o n , t he 

immi gran ts were penned up until their cases were investigated . 

_,ecause t h ey usual l y spen t so 1ruc h time penned up , they often 

b ecame afflicted with 11 low vitality . " At .:.llis . sland , how

ever , even 11 low vitality 11 cases were ; iven a d~ance to re

cover. ~06 fhe ~osto~ port personnel proved delinquent in 

providi~ ~ t he essentials needed to sustain immigrants who 

might be he ld u p f or some time . Jewish immi~rants were no 

exception . ~· or instance , in Ja:iuary , l.S'06 , two steamshios , 

one o f t he r:i the ":::iardinia , 11 brought 103 steerage passengers 

into Losto~ . .arbor , of whom seventy- five were Jewish i.m

~i3ra.: ts . rhe immi~ration inspectors were bu sy in their 

of f ice at Lon 2 ~1harf look ing i~ to t h e cases ot rtussiar. 

Jewis~1 re fugees . Co:lsequent ly , when this new g roup showed 

up at the port , t he inspectors questioned t nem all very 

closely . fhey f ound that few o f the people had any mo~ey 

wort h talking a bout , a nd many were poverty- stricken . Out 

of the seventy-five J ews , forty - seven were detained by the 

port inspectors . These poor c reatures were put through a 

most sear ching examination . lt was only when relatives or 

f riends had come and vouched for. them t hat twenty-four of 

t hera were released by the examining boarct . 20 7 Hence , it is 
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readily observed t hat Jewish immi~rants comin~ to Bos t on h ad 

no easy time o f it, not only when t:hey arrived there, but 

la t:<; r 
a lso~when t:hey tried to maintain a steady f low of their 

brethren into t he city . The East European Jew ran into 

organized as we ll as individual res istance where ve r he turned. 

Let us now analy z e another typ e of or~anized resistance with 

which t he Russ ian Jewish immigrants had to co~tend d u ring 

their e a rly y ears in Boston . 

The secular news paper s of .:: he city of Boston were not 

overly f r iendly t oward t he newly-arri ved £ast European Jewish 

immi~rants . t~ny instances ~f this unfriendliness manifested 

themselves whenever there was eve n a va~ue possibility that 

Jews had zone a fou l of the law. lt would appear that the 

newsoa pers did not a l ways conscio u sly wish to ha rm the Jewish 

irruni ~rant , but , like most of the non- Jewish population , were 

simp l y reacting to the Jewish stereotypes which had e vo l ved 

throu~h the year s and now had become fixed in the Christian 

mind as t he correct L~age of t he Jew. A ; ood e xamp le of un-

conscious prejudice a s exe mpli fied by iass cor.municat ions 

media inv o l ved The Bosto n Journal . In Dece mber, 1906 , a 

young I talian boy named Antonio Lopalato s t ole some chickens 

and doves . Simoly because he ~ave his address as 6 1 Salem 

Street , which haopened to be l ocated in a lar~ely Jewish arec!, 

the r e oorter who wrot e up the case called him "a little He brew 

boy . 11 The mis take may hav e be en excusable , said The Jewish 

Advocate editorial which informed its Jewish readers of the 
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incident , but what was certainly inexcusable was t he fact 

t:hcit Jews were a lways described as 11Hebrews 11 in articles 

which shed a negat i ve l i ght upon the Jews , where as whenever 

rrotestant s or <.:at hol i cs commi t ed crimes t heir reli~ion was 

never referr ed to at a11 . 20B An instance of more openly and 

consciously anti- J ewish remarks i n Boston ' s newspapers occur

red when a terrib le fire swept through the Jewish sect ion of 

nei3hbori ng Chelsea in April, 1908 , and caused much property 

dama g e and loss o f homes a~Dnr, the J ews t here . In its 

:iorning edition, I he Boston Amer ican had in its head l ines 

and lead a rticle a definitely disparagin~ reference to Chelse:!s 

indi3e nt Jewish L-:unigrants. rhe headl i nes screamed: 11 Rag

p i ckers Fi re J:'lot Discovere d in Ole lsea . 1' lt seems t hat 

t:hc J ewish ra~pickers were suppos sed to have 11set fi r e to 

t neir shops to save themselves from f i nancial ruin . 11 209 !-iow

e ver , as The Jewish Ji.dvocate po inted out , no Jewish rag

?ickers owned their o vm s hops; moreover, i f they had e ver 

burned down their e mp l oyers ' s hoos , t he y would have destroyed 

t heir own livelihood a t the same time . As if this was not 

bad enoug h , the evenin~ edi t ion of the American b lared the 

head line: 11 ~usinessmen r'ace Arres t in Che lsea fire Plot . 11 

naving abandone d it s orig i na l attack a~ainst the J ewish ra~

pickers because o f lack of f easability , the newspaoer turned 

its attack against the more well- t:o- do Jewish businessmen , 

who might po ssibl y h ave had more LO ga i n f r om settin~ f ire 

t o t heir own stores . ~owever, t he State Police said t ha t 
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:nany fires were fought in that district cf Chelsea , but no 

one was arrested . However , reported t ;ie Advo cate, the 

~olice did take into custody for a short while "three [ non

Jewish] boys who s eer:; to have been forgotten probably on 

account of their relig ious beliet . 11 210 :fence, it wou l d a p 

pear tha t in their haste to pin the Chelsea fire on the 

Jewish residents , both the newspapers and the po l ice may 

well have overlooked the real culprits-- three young boys 

whose fu.1 with matches had gotten out of h~•d ••• 

.jOston ' s newspapers also allowed anti- Jewish advertise

r:ien t s to be printed within their pages . t\ typical adver

tisement was that which appeared in a .ovembe.c , 1908, edi

tion of i'he Boston Transcript . lt read: ' 'b dOOUINE : 

il.part!:'lent wit:h board , modern house , entirely ref i t ted and 

furnished . .;)or.ie rooms with p::-ivate bathroom ; no Jewish 

!)eop le •• , 11 2 11 It is interesting to not e that when Advocate 

editor , J acob de :·aas, wrote to t h e editor of the Transcript , 

the latter i-Tr1mediately called ce uaas and a polog ized, statine 

that the ? rintinF o : the advertiserr.en t was an "oversight , 11 

and it would be changed. ls it possible at this point to 

conj ecture that perhaps the printing of such advertisements 

was not. so much an oversig ht as t he conscious e f fort of a 

me.~bsr or members o f the franscriot ' s staff? met her or 

not such a surmise has validit:y , the fact i s that such 

anti-Jewis~ advertisements did appear in Loston newspaper s , 

and they could not help but add to the lowly image of the 
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Jews whic~1 the majority of their non- Jewish neighbors al

ready held . 

Boston ' s regular newspaoers were not the worst offenders 

when it ca:r..e to orooagation of anti-Jewish venom. Indeed , 

just before \forld War I , there aopeared a Polish weekly, 

Gazeta Bostonska , which fulminated anti- Semitic propa~anda 

in e very one of its issues . One of its correspondents, 

0 1;matz, 11 devoted all of his literary efforts to preaching 

a boycott of Jewish businesses . The Jewish Advocate happily 

noted, however , that Gazeta ~stonska was quite unsuccessful 

in getting Polish Catho lics in 60ston to refrain from doin~ 

husiness with the Jews . 212 Un fortunately for the immi~rant 

Jews, and althou~h the Gazeta Bostonska met with little sue,.. 

cess , much of the anti- Jewish pronaganda soread by Boston's 

mas s med ia made quite an im?ression uoon t he native- ~orn 

? OPUlation . .2~y peonle read the ~ewsoape~s, a..~d many were 

affected by what they read . The result was that the news

Jaoers ~e lµed fan the f lane of anti- Se~itic feeli~ whicr. 

hac alre ady e~isted amon~ the majorit y of 3oston ' s non- Jewish 

l)Opulation . 3ome of the manifestations of this anti- Jewish 

feeling in every- day life were ohysically quite violent as 

weLl as reentally torturous . The native 6ostonian was rese~t

ful of the p resence of the Jew in his midst, and this rese nt

ment in action--apparently sanctioned by the police , the 

courts, the newspapers and the inunigration officials, im

portant and influential people -- all made life 
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miserab l e for the East Eur o pean Jewish immigrants . The 

fo llowing examples wil l serve as e v i dence of this fact . 

I t seemed that bands o f teen-age hoodlums were daily 

involved in attacks upo~ he l oless Jews a_~d , in most cases , 

were allowed by authorit ies to get away with them. For 

instanc e , a Jewish cobbler f rom nearby Somerville was as

sulted by a g roup o f jeer ing hoodlums . An Italian boy, 

yelling " Kill the Sheeny !" knifed the o l d man . The Jew 

pressed charges , and the case came before a judge . The 

boy ' s lawyer asked for an extension, and got i t . While 

on his way out, t he boy yel l ed a gain , " Kill the Sheeny !" 

He was s t i ll a llowed to be released on bail unt i l t he re

sumpt ion of his triat. 213 SUch thu,rts f reely roamed the 

band concerts which were he l d on Sunday afternoons on t he 

Boston Co mmon . At one such concert in Au~ust , 190 7 , some 

thirty or forty we ll-dressed young hoodlums went around and 

repea t edly assulted inoffensive men who were manife s tly 

f oreign or spoke with a f oreign accent when a ttacked . At 

the sam6 concert , a wel l-dressed young man having t he a p

pearance of a Polish Jew was badly beaten, a ha l f -dozen 

ruffians a t tacking him at one ti:ne . One of his e yes was 

c losed , and the handkerchie: which he held in h is hand was 

saturated with b l ood . In both instances , the po lice were 

o f little or no help . In the f irst case, t here were at 

least five or six policemen around the bandstand , but only 

one of t he m made any effort to help the immi grants in their 



-105-

distress. In the second, the Polish Jew attempted to take 

refuge under the wing of a nearby policeman and to explain 

in broken English how he had been beaten. Even as he was 

doing this, the crowd boldly jeered at him and mocked his 

broken English without any reproof from the police~.214 

It could not help but make life even more arduous for 

the East European Jewish i.rranigrant when the city's offi.cials ; 

as well showed anti-Jewish feeling , whether it was indirect, 

as t he previous examples attest, or direct, as the following 

incident will show! In February, 1907, a South End policeman, 

who had been badgering the Jewish residents in that district, 

was called into court~ The policeman said in his own defense 

that he had treated the Jews in this way because the latter 

stole their goods. The judge took the whole thing as a 

joke, and fined the Jewish man who bad pressed charges 

a gainst the policeman the sum -Of $10.00. When the defense 

attorney had gone into tb.e next room, the policeman asked 

that the fine be .doubled, and the judge, still in a joki.Qg 

modd, i.Imnediately raised the fine to $20.00.215 

During these early days of Jewish settlement, it can 

easily be surmised that tbs police were hardly the friends 

of the Jewish immigrant. Not only did they appear to be 

acting in collaboration with ~owdies and city officials . 

a gainst the poor Russian Jews, but also they never really 

worked diligently to help them solve crimes comnitted within 

• 
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tne i r ovm co?:'C":1Ulli t y . l·lhen an i:'ldi - ent ~ussi..-\::i J ew n;::i..~,ed 

..>o r ok i e n was f ounci lyinz dead wi t h a revolver hy :1is body , 

tb.c .::ioston police took one e1i::-so r • look -a t the sce::ie a:id 

too.: t ;1e p roxir.1ity o : the revo l v e!.- to Soro1:ie~ ' s co=-ryse 

a s all the evidence they :tee ded t:o oroc lai~ t~e Je:; ' s death 

a simple ma t t e r of suicide . No subse~uent inv csti""ation 

was conducted , no witnesses were so\.t ~ht o?:" ouestioned . The 

case was clo:;ed-- Decause Soro!· ier. was a Jew . 216 

Jews h a d to suffer ant i - 3emitic t::-eat-.e:it if they ~-ran ted 

si:np ly to u s e the city ' s nublic facili t ies . A.-i e;:a:-.1~le of 

t1:J.is was the ill t:re dtrnent :?iven t o o lc Je,~is ~1 -;en a:.id ~·m:ne:" 

who used ~le ~osto~ ~lev3ted surface cars o::i t~e olc _ l ue 

_.il l :"~veaue line . It uas a f avorite t rid : of the train ' s 

conductor co start up tne car jus t a s the e lderly man or 

·10 ... a:-. ~ms about to aet o n . iiore over , two Jewish c'.iildr en 

wer.-e ·.10unded by t h e heedless and careless driv i:i"' of tl::.is 

conducto r , who would whip abou t t he st::-eets o: Dorches t e ::

and . iat tapa n wi t h alr.iost conmlet e n:.sre,...ard for t he live s 

of t 1e people passing by there . 217 A-i even uorse situation 

o ccurred a t t h e L St reet baths in South Bos ton . .fuulerot:s 

incidents of anti- Jewish t r eatment were reoorted hapoenin~ 

there . In one case , an elderly J ewis h nan was t!1::-ow1 i;-to 

the chan~nel by a z roup o f hood l ums and almost d rowned . In 

another, a twenty- year- old man also was thrown into the 

channel by noodlums . Seein;? hL11 drovmin~ , t hey rescued hirr., 

ou t t he:i beat h im viciously with wet t owels and warned him 
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net to use the bath iacilit ies ever a gain . 2lc 

One mi..,ht: as'~ nt t his p o i nt ~ hy the treatDcnt of the 

Jews had beco:1e so vio lent dui:inr the vears nrior t o World 

'.lar I . One poss ible reason is 't.1at the native- born 1ostonian 

was ·.:>e comin ,.. incrensin-ly afraid o f the Jews , whose con 

oetitio:1 in cducatio!1 a.id coi7.mcrcc was fast becornin ~ re

now:1cd . . oreover, t ;1ei::: nu.-nbcrs ue:::e: -: ettin~ to be so 

lar~e :.="" t he city that they t hreatencc! to beco~.e 

tu.= . .: e:t:111ic bloc \1:.1ose -:roup :.nfluence could e ventually hel? 

dict.::te ~l!e c:.ty 1s ;-lO!.:.t::..ca!. and social ;:>Ol i cies i n years 

t:o co,e . L';..llc , t!1C: non- Jews resented t ho Wa'/ the Jews were 

~e-i!1ni:1e- to •a::e ~olit ::.. cal and intellectual inroads-- a n d 

t~e:· we::-e fast :leco-::i ;; · .:i f l:'a id thDt th<" Jews ::ii~ht some d.:ly 

ta:e ore::- t:hP !."'-Llni.., - of the city . J\s n"1P Chris t ian worian 

11 • ··10ttld :io ';; v0te :or a Jew, t hcw,..ii I ari free to 

co~ r.e '" s t !1.:i.t :.. ·.,Plieva y o u .1ave , as P.. oeo";'le , thn i:itel-

li · e·~ca necessarv to conduct JUblic <lff.ai::i:; succes s fPlly a· r 

are u.:..t:1out :ear of reoroac~ on accoun t of e- ra: t or o t her 

wro - d nir ., in o ff ice . ~till l would not vo::e f or a Jeu 

if 1 :•ad the O")!)Ortu_- ity to vote ~ecause o.-ice you Jews hold 

ir.roortant: o ffice y ou will soon 1ast:er o;.;r state . 11 21 ~ ~~e 

J~_yi_:;_r A_dy_o_c95_c ot.servod '.- .:ie"Jte '.""'be::- , 19 11 , t:ila t w:1en t he 

Jews fi::::-st ca..11e to t l1e Grec.ter ~ostor. co;nmunit:v of 1.aldei: , 

t r ey ,.,ere ooenly welco ;ned . .,owev er , "now t hat they make u <: 

an a 'tc>re!?at:e they a re surrounded with p::ejudice . 11 220 In-

deed , by the time t h a t World •t1ar ~ bec:an , the Jm.rs were rnaki:i~ 
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t i.1ei r urese,..cc · ..... o,.m botr: -e~erally and ; 1dividually , a :--1d 

t i1e '10:-1- Jews , seei "i r:: how ra!>id ly the Jews were encroachin ~ 

upon what had for.werly bee:\ t heir l.!.:i .a :..:-; C!1ly , co··ld 410 

lon · er efford to be solic itous . L~stead , t ::ey hated a:1d 

uere i :-.. te::se!.;1 j eal ous of t'.Le Jens; t!tey trea ted them 

:"lar:J :~l--1 , ·-,eca-..1sc t~1ey were a :: ;:-a:..c t:1,'! t Sele cny t:1e Jews 

...,i~:·t • .. •e ll ta:·.e ovc :c eve=Ythin wl1icl~ t ir-;.r :~.'.!<i taken fo r 

..,:::-.:.,te~ '.!Onld a l.Hays '!le t~1e:...::-s ••• 

I t is t:::--..1c t°!"<P.t t 11e Jcr:s s'-!~fe::-cd ,:. - ::-e.'.!t deal at the 

:1a·1ds o: ar-t i - 3e;it es duri,....- t '.1eir early years of settle-

:.nweve;::- , all uas ro t t!-.u:1der 

.:a:-id s tn:- • .:ccesio··ally the SL:..I o: tolc:-a ·cc \:o-.:.ld s '.:ine 

c i tize:-is ryeoule wt:o .::are<l a~out -:-1a~~:..:1~ a ? l o.ca. :=o;:- t t.e Jew 

in t!':e c ity , and abo\.'.. t enco• 1::-a'" i:·. - ::i s P.:trticioation i :l 

J osto; 1 s civic , ed1..:catio1al .:nC: s ::;irit L:al a::airs . 0r.e o f 

~he ~eadin1 social:.tes of t~e da7 , =s . Jo!~ ' ardnc= , a~

::uC\). ly nla' eci host~ss nt !_er :n.s.::.'>.-at!.c r co'.line r~sidericr 

.:.o a. -:::-')··--. o-"" tc:11.=...,c=-tt · ·cs :..: ~ --::s -:-c-;;:C'SC""t:.·- t:-s o :::-t :-.. , 

3oi.!tl: c>_'id West E...-ids . J\ ~:onan •.:::o eo:Ja::-e-,t l v ..,osscssed .:i 

·arde:l . :-·er - ree t i!"l te r c s t in st:cl;. a C0:1test was >cca u se 

of t he i~trinsic val~e of t~e contcs~ itsel~ . I ndeed , a:i 

~ttractive tenemen t window, yard or roof r-arden conld no t 

.-.eln bt1t b r i ·· ~ten u :> what otherwise was a rather drab and 
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.:o l orless section of t:1e city . 221 

Anot:he r ::'. i:<e e'~amole of Chr i stian F;Ood - will c an1e , o f a ll 

olaces , from t he nighes t o :fice in t he s t ate- - t he go ver:-.o r . 

~·f."!e:~he:: or :iot his aet:s of ~ood-wi ll we=e -ot:i.vated by t he 

desire to wi:1 o ver t :1e increasi 'i ... ly i...'lloortant Jewis h vote , 

t he fact is t hat ~. any of t he 2overnors dur in c t !":e nre- World 

•Ta::- l davs t =e ated the Jews q11ite well . l)ne in particular- -

~V:!rnor Curtis "JuiJ.d - -di..d his best to :ielo u " lif t the c on-

dition o .. t:h e .; .;:.;s so that t h e y wo t:ld e vc:itually b e equal 

tn ot ' .e:= citizc~s i n ter:ns of ri £:h ts and privile2es . le 

...,erso:-.ally a~:::>oi:ited t!te f i rst Jewish jud~e , Philip r-abenstei::-.: . 

_ e a !.so -ot a Jew ir.to t.:e lr:irni- r at :..on .... f:. ice co ca:.e care o : 

t ic "'lee.:s o: t .".e Jewis2 i~i r a:-.ts wnile they were det:a:..~ec 

at c~e oscon oor~ . :ove~o= :.uild r..ade s u re t hat ~ .. os:ie= 

food \ JaG s uo-· lied to Jewish inr:iates of stat e i!' sti i:utio ns 

rtur :.r,. Pussov~:::- . _:- :.s \.J~ s · - :. i:.cc!5.a::c .:-~·!:~o:-.::e to a .. ortl 

-~c cor1ittee , ~eaded ~ y Kabbi ~olo~o~ J . riederman and ~.r . 

'. e yer lnn-,"ic:!.d , u!":i ch ca,--:ie to Governor ·u1 ld "''_t h t h e 

i.·ca•1est i~ or t he os . . c~ foo d . A l ater -ove=nor , l··r . Eu . ene 

.:"o:;s , s irned into bcii,.. a1~ i'l~ t: "'IA.Ssed bj' tr.e Stat e Senace 

1·fr~ic:: ner.Titte d Hos!·.er J t:tcher s hops to re- a:.-. one n on .:un-
- '>?'J d~y . ---

-~c bii;:~est co;; t:::-:. b-.: t:..o:i t o ~ood Je\\ish- Cl°'-=istia :1 

!..·.terr.:::.-:.~ d i alc '"t..:es werE: 

l:cld o" ~ :-n.L1ter o : occasio:is . Pror:-i:1ent J ews wer e invitee 

t o snc.:. ~t no!"- Jewisr. fun ctio:is . :or instance , Heye r 
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.:. loo-nf if' ::.d of t:'le Ci vic .:>ervice .iouse addressed o ver 1,000 

dele )?ates of the Congre c ational churches w:io had assewbled 

at t he Pa r 1, Stre et: Church. Also , Jacob de iaas , t hP- P.rl \. t n-

Of t r-1e ...1 itle Class Of t he t'il ~r i;- Co:i ~ rs -at i0'1 <1 l :!°1urch i I 

"Jor e hes ter , t1!1ere :-.a p leaded for less t o le=a nce a:'d .o=e 

ea·.1a l itv • 1, !!rou~ called t :1e rec .telic-ious Association 

. 1.=d al:-cac·-1 :.,eco-;-e wel l establ ish ed in uosto n . At their 

.~eti.1 s , Jews , ~:-i=is ti.:i..,s a -id ;:.thica l 1.)11 t u r ists \le"'."e 

~lwa_vs ; : vit:e~ t: O ciscuss a:!d de~ate a·..101·t t ile ~re:a t CO:i-

.. :e ,ev • ..J=s . .~ . .:.. J: l~~s and s . . . . oss 

~ l -
.cld- . - - .; 

..,.<" t: '.:":e i::ce:-;sc ant:i- J::w:.s~ eeli-:- whic". . c::i.sted i:i ,!.'.'ea t er 

.::i:::co:-i , ·_i.:1doubtedl~· a s:.:fficie:it: :i : ·~-er o: peo:>le were su.Z -

~o?e ano:i- :he Jews f o r their ~ItJre years in t he ci~y . t \ f ter 

all , t~ey ~ad rlecided co liv~ :1e:r l i ves 0 !1t0"1 . Fer-

: a "DS j i t ._:ey lived ln"'< e ;io·..i ·_ t.1e::e a:-1d con tr:... t\l• ted ;;·~· -

r :.~ic- :ly and w;1e l1 eve;: or w>P.;:cver t i1ey CO\.lld to t!".e pro-
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'>or co..:l ~. ll.VC . {.;...;.:~ ... 
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d.!. . 

I should like to conclude this discussion with a few 

brief ~ersonal co~clusio~s and co:nments based upon our 

inquiry into the l ife and environment of the East European 

Jewish immii: rant in Boston between 1881 a nd 1914. To our 

~i~d , the East European Jewish immi7rants believed that 

A.'"nerica would o ffer them a bl~ssed relief from the terrible 

po .-~oLlr and other for.->s of persecut i on cha=acter istic of 

~~.ussia . The truth was, howeve::- , that A.'71erica in --e!'leral 

n:id t·os tor- in t>articular offered only a comparative rel ief , 

not a complete o"1e . Some of the reasons for this were: 

a) The already established and 1\:-nericanized 1t:erma"1 11 

Jews did ,ot receive their unassi:l'ilated , less so;>histicated 

East Eurooean brethren with f riendly , open arms . They tended 

to re?lain aloof fro:::'l the.-:- , and wou ld not he lp the:n with 

philanthropic endeavors until the ir;uni ~ =ant had turned to 

the state f or help--and then it was , i n lar <?e part, to 

spa::-e them.selves the en~barrass:-1e,t of havin g. their non-Jewish 

ne i 0 hbors suspect that they did not car e what ha'=>r>ened to 

their oW!" oeoQle . ! '.a:iy of the German Jews 'Tlie:ht strike the 

observer as havi:i-: been r.iaterialistic ooportunists; the 

obs~rver can!1ot be blamed f o :::- co:nin~ away wi t h the impres

sion that, for many of them, carin~ for the ir indi2ent 

" Russ ian" brethren did not fit into their plans for realizin:? 
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personal ambitio~s . 

b ) The Russian Jews ~radual ly fo l lowed the pat h of 

their German coreli~ionists . The t e ndency to rebel a gainst 

rel i g ious aut hority and old fami ly roles and traditions was 

al r e ady implanted within the mind of the firs t - ge nera t ion 

Russian Jew, and he i~planted t ha t same tendency into the 

~ind o f t he second generation, which was even more prepared 

to manifest it by f o!"!'lla lly breakinP wit:h esta b li shed pat

terts of Orthodox J ewish life . This, couo l ed witt e xposure 

to t :1e secular values of Amer ican society throm~h public 

school ed~cation , :i lon~ with a ~rowin~ ?rosperity , caused 

the ~ussia:1 Jew litt l e by l i tt l e to leave '.1is isol:ited , 

->'.:et to- l ike existen ce . The .:.ussian J ews :;,o \7ed out o f the 

,,ortb. , ~ .. 'es t and Sout h U\ds of l3osto:'l and mi,erated to &>s ton 1 s 

suburbs . By 1920, the r.ii p,ration was so comp l ete that Dor

chester had become t he center o f Jewish populati on , thereby 

reolacin~ the .~orth End . 224 

c) ~eca~se of t he snobbish a tt itude of t he German Jews , 

as well as the differen ces between them and t he Russians 

becaus e of eth.;.,ic var iations and dissimilar de~rees of as

similation , tbe Russian Jewish community and the ~erman Jewish 

community f ound i t diff ic·,1lt to un i te int o one community . I t 

took two factor s to start brin~in~ t hem to~ether: l ) the 

econo~ic c r isis of the Russian im.ui~ra.~ts , which f orced the 

Germans to face up to their phi lanthrop i c responsibi l ities 

a.'ld , l ater , to join with the earl ier t~ussian Jews who , be gin-
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nin," to prosper , could now share those r esponsibili t ies , 

and 2 ) the evo l ving material i sm and genera l a cculturation 

of t he Russian J ews , which made t he l atter ~ore simil ar t o 

t he verman Jews . 

d) Acculturation by t he Russian Jews was mor e t ha n sLuply 

t !le desire to drop all the cu ltural and religious trappings 

le was the only way to survive in a soci o-

economic setting wh ich was comp letely f oreign ~o anything 

t:1at t hey had ever known before . •.f t hey had not ass L-ni l ated , 

:~ey wo~ld in all pro~ability have been doomed to a separate 

life , one co~pletely removed f r om t~e vital mainstre am of 

Anerican l ife . 

e) T:ie Jew fared we ll i n direct competi t ion with t he 

no:i- Jew, provided t he o~portunities ·o= advancement were 

eq:.ia l between the:n. f~is was :'!ow:..er e more e v ident than in 

secular educatio:-l , f or t J1e Jews ~arnered acade=nic prizes at 

al l levels of vublic educatio!'l in a oercenta~e wh ich !:ar e:-~

ceeded t he oro .,..,or tio:i o: Jewish to non- Jewi sh sruden ts . 

f ) .·.a:iy of the ... <.ussian J ews were L-nbt,ed with a stron~ 

Zion is tic spirit . l'hey rend the Zionist- oriented Yiddish 

newspapers avid ly , a..1d looked l ongi n e, ly a:id ::Jopeft.; l l y to 

Zion as the salvation not on l y for themse l ves , but a lso f or 

their O!>pressed bret h.re!'l ab=oad . As they prospe=ed , how

e ve:r , it wou l d appear that their interest s beca-ne mor e p=o

vincial , and t hey conce~trated reore cpo~ their ~aterialistic 

"sa lva t ion " in Araeri ca . 



L. 

-115-

~ ) As the Jewish i mr..i grant ~~~dually bee.a.Ile accul-

tura t ed and as he pros? ered , he commenced to make i n roads 

into the heretofore untouched socio- e conomic world of t he 

na t ive- born Bostonian . His im~roved econon ic cond ition 

allowed n i m to settle even in the very heart of Yankee 

suburbia (e . ~., Jacob rlecht, the well- to- do Jewish f i nancier, 

who sta rted the trend by ::-lOVi n g into t :-.e Back ~ay area ). 

11 Russian " immiArants , too, be ;::an to move into t:he non- Jewish 

com.,11\.lnity . ~· en such as Samuel Bor0f sky be~an to be promi

nent in state ~olitics , and even the Governor f elt the pres

sures o f t he increasin2ly important Jewish vote . Thi~ growing 

importance of t he Jews both co llectively and individually 

as well as t~eir co~oetitive succes s added fue l to t he e~ber:z 

o: anti- Semi tic feeling in t he ci ty . The r estriction ists 

pushed harder than ever f or str icter i ;rIT.i t:rat ion laws and 

-,:tysical attac:~s a ; ain s t J ews beca."ile more f requent . 1·.ore-

cver , ~eneral Jcwis!.1. stere o tynes of t he international 

:.;.1r.ke::-- t ype or of t he p lottin f Shylocl~ who would eventually 

Jo~i~ate t he state and t ake his pound of fle s h fro~ the non-

Je"" fri~!:tencd tho latter . ~'hi:; f I:' i ..-;,t , plus t he co rrobo

r a tion of an t i - Jewis: i "":lcl"!es e.s n r ojccted bn -;ass co1,".i"7iU.'1 :..c~t ions 

-.~c:..a , inte nsi f ied ant i - Jmdsh sent i r..en ts and the ir unpleasar1t 

~a~ife statio~s in t he c ity . Un t he other hand , t he presence 

o f a t least a handful of ind ividua ls and groups , especially 

the cler~ and in f luential pol i tici ans (the latter perhaps 

having ulterior motives of personal oolitical ambition) , gave 
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t~c Jews so:.e reason to r.one :or a ::iette::: fu tu::e . 

~-.) .e,y d i n t of :1ard wo=l: , .... osto;. QVe.i t ually "Jeca-:ie an 

:!.:"""l'O::::-ta::t a..--:d si !::nifi ca.J. t center o i Jew:..s" !.if e . i.lth ou -h 

t :1e spirit o : Orthodo:: Juda is ,, , ,·as pt::r'.;aps not a s nrevalent 

t> .. P-re as i.1 so:-,1e ot:,er cities , the intellectual , :nateria l , 

and social J?:°O" ' i.K '"l <::c o·: .: .:G co:ri...:.."l ity vas de!'ini tely be -

co· i:l~ well cst:ac!.i.s:.ec . 

'•-'.:1!:; c:vc:.-.· =~P. so-: to ~o::>e :: i1at in ..)()Sto:: there '..'ere :.: ~c: 

-·- . .. 1 ~ ,.. 
.; _,._.,_ ....... .;;:, 11 

• •• to 

:ndced , 

.cs tor . 

.-,;-, " .J..:i s ".:o tal : <'!"'c·1:: La city uhich is beco-:-in""J t he center 

o: i~-x::: ica:· ..:cwr:: at 2. crucial t i :- c L 

-
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bOok s 

Ehrenfried , Albert . A Chronicle of roston Jewry : From 
t he Colon ial 3e tt ler.ient t o 1900. No place given: 
Private ly published , 1963 . 

Ehrenfried t s work is a satisfactozy ctu.o:-iology of Sos ton 
Jewry from the individual Jewish settlement of coloni a l 
days until the ,E.rowth of a Jewish commt!llity o I !:>oth German 
a:id East European elements . Its inportance for rae was 
?rovidin~ certai:-i details for this discussion, especially 
with respect to names , ?laces , and dates . 

~n~lin , Oscar . Boston ' s lmmiBrant:s : A Study ir. Ac~J lturation . 
Cambrid ~e , .-.ass . : The !:ie l ;:nau Press of rta.rvard 
university Pr ess , 19SS . 

1'his is a f ine work in the sociolo ~y of immi2rant assimilation 
to American cultural values . 1 concentrat ed main l y on 
Chapter ~even , which dealt with 2roup conflict s within the 
3osto~ con:nunity . Lhis was for ~e basically a back~round text . 

Levin -er , Lee J . A ~istory of the Jews in the united .::itates . 
:~ew York : Union of J\....-.erican ~:ebrew Con~re~at:ions 
P:::-ess , 1 ~·6 1 . 

·:'hi:; ti::;: :-: \!es ::test valua~!.e t o -:e as a bac.kr-round text . !\.1-
t hou-h it is a work ~eared ~ostly for the !li-h- school student , 
it offerc:i :ne an opoortunity to view the Zast Eurooean Jew 
in terms of the zeneral his t orical oatterns which shaoed the 
oer iod of ~ass e;igration from Eastern ~urope . Perhaos t he 
most ir:lport.::...~t: function o f t he Levin~er t:e:tt is t ha t, - by 
allowin'! me to observe the :nass e:ni'!ration in its total con
text , it ~ave ~e the opportunity to relate the ~oston ex
oerience to the total J\..-r.erican e :rnerience. This orevent ed 
me fro~ isolatin ~ _ioston 1 s Jewish community fro:n the res t of 
the American Jewish co::mru:iit:y , and made it oossible to com
?are or cont rast one with t he other. For me , this was a nost 
hel;:>ful text • 

. ~nn, H.rtbur £ . Yankee ~eformers in t he urban Age . Cambrid~e , 
,•.ass . : The Le l knap .Press of Harvara L•niversit:y 
Press , 1~54 . 
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Like the Handlin study , this is an adequate sociological 
study of t he city of i1oston . • .ann co::lcentrates :nore , how
ever , on i3oston reformers and t heir impact upon members of 
their own people . r.ann 1 s text includes a chapter on Judaism. 
The cont e nt of this cha pter dealt with the endea\'ors of 
llabbi Solomon Schindler , who moved free ly among non- Jews , 
hopin~ to motivate t he emancipated Genti l e toward a more 
ectunenical attitude v i s- a- vis his Jewish nei~hbor . I fee l 
that 1.ann :ias demonstrated a certain amount of bias in con
cluding that only Schindler was responsible for a reforming 
movement amonP. Boston ' s Jews . rtabbi r leischer, for one , 
added tremendously to this movement, albe it somewhat later 
than did Schindler. Nevertheless , hann has chosen to limit 
his discussion to :>chindler ' s work, which, i believe , has 
not permitted the reader to gain a t rue perspective of t he 
lene th nnd deoth of ~eform Judaism' s ef fort in Doston to 
create a true- ecumenism in the city . hence, although l 
util i zed t he . ..ann text as a baci<ground source , l felt it 
neces sary to use it se lectively and to regard it as only a 
partial reconstruction of t he historic truth . 

(ed . ) Growth and Achievement: 
~~~~~~~~-

I s r a e 1 1854- L954 . Cambrid~e , ~ass .: 
side Press , 1954. 

'femple !\<lath 
The rt.iver-

This book , wh ic!1 is a history of Te mp l e Adath Israel of 
~oston , was writte~ in comernoration of the Temp l e ' s lOOth 
anniversary in 1954 . fhis book , which had a nunber of 
eminent contribUt.QI'L· t~its oa.ees , was an i moortant aid for 
~e , e s occially in~ne..,birth and e volution of the ooston 
Jewish coii"muni ty in t: !te :niddle l .;,U(J 1 s . Altho~~:1 the book 
was •;ri t te::l in lay:nan ' s lan£ua~e , and i ncluded quotations 
(undocunent ed) from primary sources , it was a valuable text 
f o:::- the historical ba ck1=. ro:.!nd o : the tloston Jewish communit y . 
1'he r.ios t ioterestin~ aspect of the work was its treatment of 
bow the conmn.mity developed in relation to the deve lopment 
of .eoston ' s :nost important Jewish congre l?ation:: - - Adath 
lsrael and Chabei ~halom. 

:::.chind ler , .i.abbi Solomon . lsraelites in .oost:on: A Tale 
.iJescribing the Deve lopment of Judaism in i...os tot'l • 
.:>oston: J.:>erwick .::.c :5mith, 1889 . 

fhe Schind l er text , although weu.k in certain of its con
clusions , is a ~ood one , 11ain ly because it was written durin~ 
the oeriod with which the thesis deals . rtabbi 3chindler has 
erred in a few of h is historical pronouncements , e specially 
when he stated that no Jew had been present i n Boston pr e 
v ious t o 1842 . 1'!eve:::-the less , his study o f t he dynamics of 
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J ewi s !1 commu-:i ty e volut i on in .t3o s ton p rovided me with a 
f irst- hand a ccount o f the e arly German Jewish period. and 
thereby provided me~l\\.;fth a bas is o f comparison with the 
later Russia:i Jewish cormnunity . 

Solon on , _.arbara .iller . Ancestors and Lrnmi g r ants : 
Chan g ing ~ew Eng land Tradition . Cambrid&?e , .•.ass .: 
.:arv a r d l.ini\•e r s i ty Pr e ss , 1956 . 

Ancestors and L-nmi &rants i s an exc e llent text dealing with 
the dynamics behind the Boston ura~mins 1 d is l ike for t11 i nority 
g roup s . Nis s Solomon has a f i n e s ection i n he r work '"'~ the 
Yank ee o p i nion o f t he .~ussiari immigrant wh ich proved to be 
most he l ,fu l in ~ ivin~ ~e insights into the reasons beh ind 
the birth and i;zrowt:h of anti - Jewish s entiment i n jjo s ton . 

--------- P: oneers in .:>ervice : The History of the 
Associa t ed J e wish Phi lant:Lrooies of Boston. 
Boston : Co u rt Squa r e Press , L~c ., 1956 . 

tni s is c1.not he :;: fine 3olo;non wo r k , t h is one deaLin~ with 
J e wish ohi l a nthrooy a~d philanth ron i c i nstitutions . l t 
discus s es t he roots o: t he fi r s t f ederation of Jewish chari
ties in .Jos to:i , and t hen t r ace s t he evolution of f ederated 
c hari t ies and t heir work t ogether until t h e midd l e 1':150 1 s • 
• • iss .:lO lornon 1 s d i s cuss i o n o~ ...,o ston ' s J ewish chari ties and 
ohi lan t hropic i nstitutio;:is p roved most helpful f or my section 
o n Jewish ohilantt1ropy . 

wied er, !u-nold A. The Early Jewi sh Co m:nunity of uo s ton ' s 
.. o rth £.nd • . fal t ha::i , :.ass .: .Br a ndeis Univ e r s i ty , 
1952 . 

This int~resting wo:;:k i s a !lociolo ::icall:.r- criented stu dy of 
the io.stern Europ e a .1 Jewis<i. co rr:nuni cy in r.os ton 1 s ~fo rth End . 
At one t i;ne , the Horth End c omprised t he laq :es t sim:le 
Jewis!'l enclav e in .Josto::i . It first had quite a few .Jerman 
Jews, but l a t er h a d a n r cdo-ni na:ice o f .::ast C.uropean J e ws • 
. ::abbi 1 ieder ' s study deals wi th the yea r s between US 70 and 
1900 . Wieder ' s s y stem of (!a i nin ,2, knowledge t h roug h inter
views with older residents o f t he L~orth End is oro ne to t h e 
weal<ness o f f a ulty rae morics and exa.1:;:e r e. tions . · Ne verth e 
less , n a ny o ! h is conclus ions are in t eres ting an d e ven pro
vocative , and they o f fer the ? OSsibil i ty o f new ins ights 
into the role o f assimilator p l a yed by the f.irst- ~eneration 
J ewish immigrant • 
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Article 

--------• 
11Haskalah, 11 Jewish E.ncyclooedia, Vol. VI. 

New York: Ktav Publishing House , Inc., 1901. 

1 used the Jewish Encyclopedia solely as a background text 
on the subject of "Haskalah." 

Newspapers and Periodicals 

The American Hebrew (New York). October-November, 1895. 

I found some interesting article~ and news items in this 
New York-based newspaper. The Boston correspondent and 
others presented the problems of Boston Jewry as they oc
curre1 before the year 1900. I was especiall/ interested 
in its clear and thorough articles on anti-Jewish activity 
in t he city. 

Angoff, Charles, "Memoirs," The 1'1enorah Journal, L (1962), 
pp. 136-147. 

This article by Harvard-educated Charles Angoff was an 
adequate report concerning the cultural, intellectual, 
spiritual and domestic life of the Eas~ European Jews in 
Boston in the early 1900 1 s . If there was any weakness, it 
was the lack of depth caused by the brevity of the article, 
as well as the possible bias of outlook based upon the 
personal nature of the article. Nevertheless, it was well 
written, and offered ne'~ information about the aforementioned 
areas of discussion previous ly not garnered in the other 
books that I read. This was probably because of the fine 
intimate, personal glimpses into the past which Mr. Angoff 
provided for us in "Memoirs." 

The Jewish Advocate (Boston). May, 1905 - August, 1914. 

This was my single most important primary source of material 
on the period under study. ~ Jewish Advocate was, and is, 
an excellent newspaper , one that has always been vitally 
concerned with all aspects of the life of the Jewish com
munity of Boston. It is a courageous newspaper, always 
stating the facts of a particular situation in full and ex
pressing its editorial opinions in clear, uncompromising 
language. l discovered much interesting and important ma
terial for my thesis in The Jewish Advocate" and have quoted 
liberally from its pages. 
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.. 
Neusner, Dr. Jacob. N'lbe Impact of Immtgration and 

Philantbroey up0n the,. Boston Jewis~ Co11111Unity 
(1880-1914), 11 Publijlion of w. Ame;t:+fll ,Jewi1h 
Historical $ociety, VI (19S6 , pp~ 1- S~ 

. ' 
Thia article was p~ba~ly· the most: ilJlportant one that 1: : 
used in relation to the subject ' OL Jewish philanthropy in 
~ston! Neuaner is perceptive, inaightf~l, and clear~ He 
reduces the complexities of historical ~ to an easy, 
redab1e, ai.Jftplified~·l.anguage, whicli helP.•~ the layman to 
~ratand tha·t a?o1* wh~~ Neusner is ~!ting~ lleuanar'• . 
conclusions about the reasons for Boston Jewry's change of 
at!titude toward philanthropy are "in~eresting ..and provoJ:&ti'!'t~ , ~ 
This is an excellent article, and it ha& whet my appeti.t~ 
to read more from the pen of this excellent historian. 

• T 

Rosen, Ben. "The Trend of Jewish Popul•1;ion in Boston: 
Study to Determine the l.oeation of· a Jewiah 
Conmmal Buiicli.iig,• HOnog;t:aphs <of the F•dg~•;td 
Jewish ~itiea 'of Boston, I (January, ~ i , 
pp. 9-2 • . 

l used this monograph 1but .sparingly; si.'1C9tJDOSt .of the 
material with 'which it .dealt we~t beyond the li~atorical 
period of rqy t!i.ai ::.! Nevertheless, the monograph contained 
some excellent statistical material which demonstrated tbe 
presence of trends of population movement which began d\iring 
the period upon which ·rqy thesis concentrates~ Some of ~i. 
sociological implications of this movement are clearly iitated9 
and were of benefit~ 'lhey would certainly have been o( 
greater use if the monograph had been expanded; indeed, th8 
only criticism of the monograph is that it does not always 
deal in depth with its subject! However, the facts wbich ·it 
does present are excellent, and at least offered this ob
server the opportunity, to ponder in depth the meaning of 
statistical material& and their rather scanty accompanying 
analyses. 

Other Sources 

Personal interview with Col. Benjamin Gorf inkle, former 
resident of Boston's North End, and one of the pri'ncipal 
subsidizers of the Wieder thesis on the Jews of the North. 
End~ July-Aug\ist, 1966 ~ 

1 am ·personally grateful to col~ Gorfinkle for his 
and generally helpful conments about the 'f irat big 
Jevt..h concentration in the city of Boston~ 
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