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fhe East Zuropean Jewish Community

in Pre-dorld War I Soston

by Mark A. Golub

DIGEST

The major eoal of this thesis is to explore the identity,
life, and activities of the East European Jewish immigrant
in the city of Boston, Fassachusetts, during the years 1881
to 1914, This particular period is most significant 4in
American Jewish historvy generally, since it is the time
when Jewish emisratiorn from Lastern Europe to America was
at its heieht, With so many "Russian" Jews coming to
America, chances had to be made by both groups--natives and
immierants--in learnines to live with each other and to
understand each other's ways and attitudes, lioreover, the
immirrant had the added burden of learnins to live in an
environment which was completely different from any that
he had heretofore ever known., The changes and acculturations
seen in inter-groun and intra-croun dvnamics in Boston made
for a most fascinatine study, In Boston, one can see the
differences between Srahmin and Russian Jew and Russian
Jew and "“German" Jew often very well defined and starkly
revealed, Althouch it was not specifically mentioned in
the thesis, it is this writer's opinion that life for the
East European Jewish immigrant in pre-wWorld War 1 Boston

mizht well have demonstrated most of the problems which the
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immigrant faced in striving to cope with American urbanity.
To our mind, Soston could well have been considered the
epitome of the immigrant situation as it reflected itself
in American cities.

In this discussion, we concentrated on most of the im-
portant problems facing the Last csuropean Jewish immigrant
upon arriving and settling in coston, We prefaced this
discussion with a comparatively brief nistorical outline of
Jewish presence, activity and/or settlement in the city,
beginning witn individual Jews such as Solomon franco and
lsaac Touro and ending with the establishment of a well-
defined "German" Jewish community in the middle 1800's.

We then turn to the major causes for the mass emisration of
hundreds of thousands of Jews from Lastern Curope. We
discuss their background--socio-economic, religious, etc.--
and how they were received bty the outesroup as well as by
their already-settled and already-assimilated uerman co-
relirionists, We deal with intra-sroup relations, includingo
religion in the home as well as in the shul. We discuss the
rather rudimentary Jewish educational system-~the 'cheder,"
the "s3iddur peddler," and the private tutor--and see the
fine end-product, the "lvrioh" school, where "lvris b'Ivris"
methods replaced the cruder practice of teaching debrew by
rote. [here is the pull toward secular education, first
seen and admired by the first-generation iussian Jew, whose
own exposure to American values through his peddling activities

caused him to become disenchanted with traditional ways and
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beliefs and rradually to be drawn to American ideals, in
this way did he follow in the footstens of his German
Jewish brethren before him.

Another important area with which we deal is the impact
of the economic crisis of the immisrant upon community
orzanization, Previously, both the East Zuropean and Ger=-
man Jew lived separate existences; the former was indigent,
unacculturated and unsophisticated, whereas the other was
comparatively well-to-do, assimilated and wise in the ways of
America., riowever, throush the vehicle of philanthropy an
behalf of later arrivinz East EZuropean Jewish immigrants,
the Serman Jews and the earlier arrivine and gradually
assimilatinr Russian Jews, the two enclaves with nothing
in common, foind the :eans to orranize and unite their
resources, Ihe end result was the formation of the Federa-
tion of Jewish Charities of Boston, which set up an umbrella
over all the important philanthropic institutions in the
city, therelby setting the staze for further unitins 3f the
two Jewis: communities in other areas of endeavor,

finally, we discuss Jewish=-Christian relations in the
city. As in the case of most other cities wiere masses of
Zast European Jews settled, such relations were quite poor,
In our discussion we concentrate on such aspects of Jewish-
Christian relations as the reaction of non-Jews to Jewish
relizious practices, the approach of mass coimunications
media (i.e., ooston's secular newspapers) toward the Jews,

the work of immisration restrictionists, anti-Jewish sen-
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timent and activity in pudlic education, and -—eneral o2-
position toward the Jew in every-day life, Often, social
and/or commercial intercourse betweea Jews and non-Jews
itad violent paysical consequences, especially for the Jew,
Cn the other hand, however, some Christians showed a more
or less nositive attitude toward tnc Jews, In this latter
caterory we especially point out the Christian clergy,
which denounced anti-Jewisn activity by hoodlums and en=-
courazed inter-faith dialo-ues and debates. GHence, while
fear of the Jew as well as resentment of his cometitive
success helped anti-Jewish feelin~ become anti-Jewish action,
thers were enouzh non-Jews whose help and encourazement of
the cast Eurnnean imoi-rant cave nin hooe to believe that
eventually e and ais non-Jewisn neichbors would be friends
instead of enemies, and co-worlters instead of antasonists.
The final section of this na»er is devoted to soue bdrief
nzrzonal conclusions based upon our just-completed analysis
0f the dast Suponean Jdewish iwiisraat in pre-dWorla war I

ostaT,.
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PREFACE

In a thesis such as this, which covers so many years
and deals with so many aspects of a complicated Jewish
community, one cannot hope to do more than scratch the
surface. However, I have sufficient confidence in my
primary and secondary sources to believe that even the
litrle which I have been able to say within the confines of
this discussion may he considered useful, 1 believe that
I have personally benefitted from my study of the pre-wWorld
War I Jewish community of Boston, and not only because of
the intrinsically fascinating opportunity to observe the
origin and evolution of an ethnic community. There is
also the added personal incentive to deal with the very
community of which my family was once itself a part. For
me, the preparation of this thesis was more than simply
a fine learning experience; it was also a search into the
birth and growth of the basic factors in the American ex-
perience of my own particular Jewish community. It was
these factors which helped shape the basic attitudes and
values of my own "“mishpocheh," In a sense, therefore, this
thesis was a concerted search into my own essential reli-
gious and social identity as based upon historical fact and
figure, The skeptic who might believe that one's iden=
tity is shaped only by present psychological and sociological

factors should be reminded that much of a person's identity



is based upon the socialization of his parents, who them-
selves have been socialized by their parents, lence, the
present generation is indirectly a product of those who
came generations before themselves--and what those generations
did and what they thought is history. | therefore consider
myself and my identity the result of this past, This was
perhaps the greatest motivation for my wishing to deal with
the boston phase of the East European Jewish emigration to
the United States.

Sefore embarking on this self-discovery through history,
1 should like to thank those whose aid was indispensable in
the preparation and final production of this thesis. I
especially am erateful to my referee, Professor Stanley F.
Chyet--also a native Zostonian--who offered many helpful
suggestions concerning primary sources to probe and books
to read, Prof, Chyet spent many hours poring over this
text, ironing out linguistic knots and clarifying vague
thoughts or over-simplified generalizations, 1 am much
indebred to Prof. Chyet, not only for his complete ful=-
fillment of the role of patient mentor, but also for his
wonderful “menschlekeit" in all phases of the equally
testing role of referee and friend. 1 am also indebted
to my typist, lrs. Jonathan !i. Zrown, who managed a home,
a husband, a baby and three theses with equal efficiency
and expertize, 1 am grateful to Col, Benjamin Gerfinkle,

of Boston and Cape Cod, who permitted me free access to his
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personal library and his time, and to the editors of The

(soston) Jewish advocate, whno allowed me to use the

acilities of thcir offices in order to continue mv re=

ity

1y

search durins a hectic uJhristmas vacation, Last, but not
least, [ wish to thank my parents, .r. and .rs, Paul Golub,

of Zrookline, lassachusetts, and Cane Cod, who have had

Thic necessary tainsd the continual hope

Chat their son would fulfill their wishes and dreams for
is eventual succeess in life. It is hoped that this thesis

will encouraze them To .naintain their expectation that he

eventually will achieve all their hearts!' desire for him...




I.

HISTORICAL ACCOUNT

A historical analysis of the Jews of Boston immediately
rivaals the interesting possibility of there having been
individual Jews present in Boston before any Jewish commu-
nity took shape in what is now the United States,l One source
finds the history of the Jews in Boston going as far back as
1648, when one lsaac Abrahams appeared before the Boston
notary, Aspinwall, to have him witness the sale of his vessel,
"The Bride of Enchusen", to two Bostonians, Robert Scott and
John Cooke.2 The validity of his Jewish identity is, how-
ever, open to question. Another (and certainly more accurate)
source finds the first Jew in Boston to be Solomon Franco,>
Arriving in 1649 on a Dutch vessel, Franco, a poor Jew, pro-
posed to settle in Boston. In order to remove the "danger"
of having an indigent Jew living in their midst, the Govern-
ment of the Commonwealth paid him to leave the col.ony.Q
Whether it was Abrahams or Franco who came first to Boston,
it would appear that at least one of them arrived in this
country five or six years before Jacob Barsimson, who is pur-
ported to be the first Jewish settler in Dutch or British
North America.’ The belief that Barsimson was the first
Jewish settler in what is now the United States is probably
true, however, since neither Abrahams nor Franco were per-
mitted to remain in Massachusetts, (It was the opinion of

historian Lee M. Friedman that it was the practice of Puritan
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governmental officials not toc allow Jews to settle in Massa-
chusetts because of religious rea.ons.ﬁ Such a hypothesis,
however, is not substantiated by primary sources, A far more
likely reason is economic considerations.) Even though eco-
nomic reasons led the Puritans not to permit indigent Jews=-~-
or Christi;ns--to settle in their midst, the Puritans did
look to the Old Testament for guidance and, in 1641, pro-
duced "The Laws and Liberties of Massachusetts," which were
directly modelled after the Mosaic Lnr.7 Hence, even though
Jews were probably not allowed to remain in Massachusetts,
their laws and ideals were not only accepted, but became a
dominant influence as well in the state during these years
of Puritan rule,

Another Jew in pre-Revolutionary Boston was one Rowlamgdd
Gideon, who appeared in the first Boston tax list (1674) as
“ye Jew."8 He was one of the Jews to whom letters of deni-
zation had been granted by the British Government in order
that they might settle in the English colonies, In 1675,
Gideon appeared in association with one Baruch in a law suit
before the Court in Boston.9 Two Jews--Raphaeli Abendana
and Samuel the Jew--are found in the "list of inhabitants in
Boston, 1695."10 on June 6, 1716, a Jewish merchant, Isaac
Lopez, landed in Boston on the ship "Restoration" from Lon-
don.!l In 1720, Lopez was elected one of the constables of
Boston, He declined the office, however, and elected instead
to pay a fine in order to be excused from 1t.12 A rathar
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prominent figure of Jewish origin during pre-Revolution days
was the convért Judah Menis, who taught at Harvard College
as an instructor in the Hebrew language,l3

Because settlement in the Massachusetts Bay Colony was
contingent upon the consent of governmental authorities,
many Jews, again for economic reasons, were "warned®™ out of
Boston subsequent to Solomon France., These included: Joseph
Buene (1680), David Campanell, whose eriginal home was in the
state of Rhode Islani (1726), and Philip Samuel, who came to
Boston via New York (1756).1% The well-known Revolutionary
patriot, Isaac Moses, who later became a member of the New
York Chamber of Commerce, was warned out of Boston wikthin
fourteen days of his arrival there in 1762.1° Another
prominent Jew with a Boston connection was Aaron Lopez, who
lived in Newport, Rhode Island and conducted his business
dealings in Boston through a non-Jewish agent, Henry Lloyd.ls
Lopez acted in this way presumably because it was easier for
a4 man residing in Rhode Island to have someone else carry
out his business for him in another city. 17 Lopez also carried
out his business in Boston by sending a Jewish apprentice,
Joseph De Lucens, to the city, It was apparently a fairly
common practice for Jewish merchants from other cities to
carry on their business affairs in Boston through young Jewish
employees whom they temporarily sent there just for that pur-
pose, This is why lsaac Levy, of Philadelphia, and Abraham
Judah, of Newport, were found in Boston for a short time in



1735,18

The most prominent Jew in Boston during and just after
the Revolution was Moses Michael Hays. The date of his ar-
rival in Boston is uncertain, but it seems to bezin or about
1776.1° Hays entered the insurance business, and established
an office at 68 State Street, His residence was located on
lower Middle (now Hanover) Street, He lived there with his
widowed sister, Reyna Toure (her husband had been Rabbi Isaac
Tourc of the Congregation Yeshuat Israel in Newport, Rhode
Island), her son, Judah, who left the Hays home at the age
of twenty-seven to become a leading merchant in New Orlcans,zo
and Hays's own five daughters and one son., Hays seems to have
become quite prosperous through his insurance business as well
as various mercantile enterprises, and eventually became one
of the wealthiest citizens of the city, Hays became very
influential and popular with many leading non-Jews of the
city.2l This is certainly attested by the fact that Hays
became on June 6, 1788, the Grand Master of the Free Masons
of Boston, which, save for Hays, was a completely non~Jewish
fratarni:y.zz

By 1790, Boston counted among its denizens a number of
Jews, including Hays, his son, Judah, A. Seligs, Isaac Solomon,
M, A. Wallach, and B, Mirranda.23 Moreover, Boston Jewry
could point with pride to its representatives who served in
a distinguished manner in the Revolutionary War. Among them
was lsaac Franks, who served as an ensign in the Seventh
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Massachusetts Regiment in 1781 and after the Revolution
reached the rank of colonel, 24

From the middle of the seventeenth century, when Jews
first began to appear on the scene in Boston, until the
1840's, there was no distinetive Jewish community in the
city, Individual Jews settled there, but no concerted effort
was made to establish a community of Jews, However, the 1840's
mairk the beginning of such a community, Jews came to Boston
. at a time of economic oxpansion., The city's merchants sent
their merchandise to the new Midwestern and Southern markets
in Chicago, St, Louis, Savannah, and Memphis, With the Bos-
ton merchants taking their businesses to the prosperous Mid-
west and South, the Jews who emigrated mostly from Germany,
Austria, and Poland, found promising economic opportunities
now available in Boston, These they filled by becoming ped-
dlers.2? As soon as the peddlers began to make economic
inroads, Jews skilled in other trades began coming to Boston,
These included tailors, jewellers, watchmakers, furriers,
cigarmakers, shoemakers, and provision dealers,26

The religious needs of the early Boston Jewish community
were not great. All services were held at the home of one
Peter Spitz, the congregation being made up of the few res-
idents of the city, plus some others who peddled in neigh-
boring towns and came to Boston on the Sabbath and other
religious holidays to pray with Jewa.” The first Boston
Jewish congregation was officially founded in the year 1842,
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and was given the name "Ohabei Shalom," The first president
of the congregation was Mr, William Goldsmith, who was
elected unanimously to the position.za At first there was
no house of worship; instead, the congregants met for services
in a rented upper room on Washington Street,2? The first
Jewish burial-ground was procured on October 5, 1844, after
the Board of Aldermen voted to allow the Jews to use the
ground for such a purposo.30 The plot was located at the
corner of Byron and Homer streets on Noddle Island (later
known as East Boston), and it cost . Ohabei Shalom $200 to
buy it.3l In 1851, Ohabei Shalom Congregation decided to
build a synagogue, It soon purchased a piece of suitable
land on Warren (later Warrenton) Street for this purpose, A
fund of §7,000 was raised by the Jews, with an assist from
many of their Christian neighbors,.3Z2 Hence, both Jews and
Christians shared in the building of Temple Ohabei Shalom,
which was dedicated in 1852,33 Indeed, many prominent
Christians attended the dedication ceremonies of the Temple,34
In 1854, some members of Chabei Shalom severed connections
with the congregation and formed another one nearby. The basic
reasons for the formation of a new congregation appear to have
been disagreement concerning the mode of worship employed and
bitter ethnic factionalism between the German and Polish
elements in the congregation., Rabbi Solomon Schindler wrote

concerning the schism:
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Every one of them desired...to have such

a mode of worship established in the
synagogue as would remind him of his own
youth, Differences of opinion arose, and
after the animosity had kept growing for

a few years, the storm finally broke loose
when the congregation was about to engage

a new minister...those who called them=-
selves Germans.,.fose in opposition to those
members whom they called Polanders...The
German faction was led by the president and
the officers of the congregation, still they
were in the minority, The Polanders, form=-
ing the majority of the congregation, were
marshalled by ambitious men out of their
own midst, The Germans favored a minister
who had come from the same part of the
country from which they had come; the
Polanders' choice was a man of their own
nationality, The dissension grew hotter
and hotter until the minority bolted,
Leaving to the majority all the property
which they had acquired, inclusive of the
burial-ground, they took with them nothing
but the little account-book and the Shofar,
which happened to be in the possession of
their president, and formed a new congre-
gation to which they gave the name, Adath
Israel,35

Rabbi Schindler's description  the events leading to the
split in the ranks of Temple Ohabei Shalom demonstrates

most clearly how destructive ethnic factionalism can become,
With each side vying for leadership as well as control of
worship procedure and synagogue affairs, the only result

could be ultimate rupture of relations. In a sense, the
conflicts between the German and Polish elements in the

Ohabei Shalom congregation were a microcosm of relations
between both groups on a community scale, There was assuredly
general friction between these first-generation Jews, with

the Temple acting as a common meeting-ground for a concen-
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trated confrontation of each side on basic issues which
divided them, The fact that these issues could never be
resolved within the Temple must mean that they were never
resolved in the larger communal frame of reference, Ap-
parently, therefore, the early Boston Jewish community was
characterized by an irritating incompatibility between ethnic
factions, with these very differences in national origin
providing the basis for divergence and friction,36

Mach of the history of the evolution of the Boston
Jewish community subsequent to 1854 is the history of the
growth and changes which took place in these two early cone-
gregations--0Ohabel Shalom and Adabth Israel. After the
schism in the ranks of Ohabei Shalom and the birth of Adath
Israel, a new religious dimension began to manifest itself
among the Jews of Boston, While Ohabei Shalom retained its
traditional mode of worship, Adath Israel, which leased a
house on Pleasant Street for its worship and bought land in
Wakefield for a burial ground, gradually turned toward a
more progressive form of faith, It retained the Rabbi about
whom the original Ohabei Shalom congregation had quarreled--
Joseph Sachs-~for only two years, after which it hired Rabbi
Joseph Shoninger, who helped the congregation in its spiritual
roform as minister for the next eighteen years, On the other
hand, Temple Ohabei Shalom had a constant turnover of ministers,
among whom were Dr, Isaac Nathan, Dr. Abraham Guinsberg and
Dry Hirsh Falk Vidaver:’ None of these men, however, contri-
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buted significantly to the growth of their congregation as
did Rabbi Shoninger and his successor, Rabbi Solomon Schindler,
who himself occupied Adath Israel's pupit for nineteen years,
The continuity which these two men provided for their con-
gregants could not help but make their spiritual growth a
steadier one than that enjoyed by their sister group, Ohabei
Shalom, which had to endure continual ministerial changes
and, therefore, loss of such continuity,38

The founders of Adath Israel were among the more pros-
perous Jews of Boston?? but the congregation was itself
comprised mainly of peddlers.40 By 1880, however, most of
these peddlers had found more lucrative and respectable
means of commerce, Soon they were firmly rooted in the
Boston business community, although only the wealthy Hecht
family had been able to settle in the plush Back Bay area.%l
Besides Jacob Hecht, who was a most successful financier,
the most influential men were the Morse brothers, Leopold
and Godfrey., Leopold was elected with a plurality of 1,200
votes to Congress in 1876,42 while Godfrey became a member
of the Boston School Committee ms well as President of the
Boston Common Council in 1883,43

As the movement toward Reform Judaism became more pro-
nounced, Rabbi Schindler began to introduce new features
into Adath Israel's spiritual milieu, such as the family
pew, organ, choir and new prayer book., While these changes
caused almost half of his congregation to resign, it was not
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long before his gpowing flock needed a new house of wor-
ship, Hence, a new structure was built in 1885 for Adath
Israel which was situated on the corner of Columbus Avenue
and Northampton Street in Boston's South End.%% During the
following year, the Temple introduced the practice of having
the sermon delivered in English.45

During the years after the Civil War, charitable organ-
izations for the alleviation of economic distress endured
by Boston's poor Jewish citizens began to appear, and they
grew more and more important as increasing immigration made
the need for self-help organizations a vital necessity. The
high-water mark was reached in the final two decades of the
nineteenth century and the first two of the twentieth, It
was then that the atrocious persecutions in Eastern Europe
reached their zenith, and the ugly word "pogrom" became a
central word in the vocabulary of almost every Jew, Russian
persecution of the Jews drove thousands upon thousands of
Jews to the shores of America, and many of them settled in
Boston, Indeed, whereas during Civil War days the provincial
spirit of Boston kept immigration to such a minimum that
there were probably less than three-hundred Jewish families
in the city, Russian persecutions at the turn of the century
brought so many Jews into Boston that by 1912 there were
probably over 30,000 Jewish families there,%6

In subsequent pages of this paper, we shall discuss the
charity organizations and activities instituted by Boston



Jewry to care for its burgeoning immigrant population, Suf-
ficet‘;:w to say that without them, the Boston Jewish com-
munity would never have become the forceful and influential
element in Boston life which it eventually did, It took
organizations such as the United Hebrew Benevolent Society,
the Hebrew Ladies' Sewing Circle, the Hebrew Sheltering

Home, the Hebrew Industrial School, the Free Employment
Bureau of the Baron de Hirsch Fund and the eventual unifying
in 1895 of Boston charity groups into the Federation of
Jewish Charities to make efforts on behalf of the immigrants
successful and meaningful, But let us first of all turn

our attention to the object of these efforts--the- Boston
Jewish immigrant--in order to analyze both him and those

upon whom his presence in the city of Boston had impact,

What kind of welcome might the immigrant coming to our shores
at the Boston immigration port in the 1880's and onward hope
to expect, not only from his fellow Jews already living there,
but also from the non-Jewish community of the city? How did
these newly=-arrived Jews get along with their first-generation
coreligionists, as well as with their Christian neighbors?
What kind of assimilation took place over the years? What
cultural, spiritual and intellectual activity took place among
the Boston immigrants? These problem-questions were central
ones for the pre-World War I immigrant in Boston, perhaps
more so for him than for his post-war counterpart, because

immigration was at a high-water mark for the former. The



numbers of immigrants coming to America after World War 1
decreased with each passing year; moreover, as the immigrant
continued to live in this country he flourished and gradually
became acculturated, Hence, his problems purely as an
immigrant became less. That is why we should now turn to

the period of the greatest influx of Jewish immigrants into
Boston and the United States--1881-1914~-in order to paint

as vivid a portrait as we can not only of the problems which
a Jew newly arrived in “his country had to face, but also of

the manner in which he and his fellow Jews dealt with them,..

|
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II.
A PORTRAIT OF THE BOSTON JEWISH IMMIGRANTS

A. WHO THEY WERE AND WHERE THEY CAME FROM

The large majority of the Jews who settled in the cirty
of Boston came from the Russian Empire. They were Jews who
had suffered under Russian rule., The more that conditions
deteriorated in Russia, the more imperative it became that
the Jews there think in terms of movement westward, where
conditions were much more conducive for Jewish settlement,
The Jews came mainly from White Russia, the Ukraine, Lith-
uania, and Poland, most of which belonged then to Russia 47
Although this mass emigration from Eastern Europe also
included contingents of Jews from Galicia (which was then
under the rule of Austria-Hungary) and Roumania, it was
called generally the migration of the Russian Jews, since
they were all from countries near Russia, Also, their lan-
guage and customs were basically similar or identical, 48
Most of these Jews spoke Yiddish, a German dialect which
German Jewish transplants had brought with them to Eastern
Europe after they had been driven out of their country
because of persecution following the Crusades, That the Jews
of Eastern Europe tenaciously held to their own customs and
language despite continual contact with Russian and Polish
influences is clearly seen through the example of Yiddish,
For even though the customs and language of the East European
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countries in which they settled continually impinged upon
them from every possible direction, the Jewish people
ignored practically all of them. While everyone around them
was speaking Russian or Polish, the Jews spoke only Yiddish
among themselves. The more the Jews spoke Yiddish, the
more it flourished in Eastern European Jewish communities,
and eventually it became the lingua franca of practically
the whole Eastern European Jewish community.24? It is true
that certain variations developed due to local differences,
which affected both Yiddish and Hebrew pronunciation;2? how-
ever, it was Yiddish which almost every East European Jew
who migrated to America at the turn of the century spoke,
and considered his native tongue.

Many of these East European migrants were familiar with
Hebrew as the language of the Bible and of the Prayerbook.
As such, they considered it the holy tongue, and most could
pray fluently in it., 3Some of them had had the opportunity
to become advanced "“yeshivah bochers,'" and could therefore
proudly claim a fine Talmudic background, The Talmudists
and llebraists were precducts of schools created by the East
European Jewish community specifically for the purpose of
educating their youngz in the Jewish faith,°l Certainly such
schools, plus a natural tendency to live together (a situation
which was often forced upon them by the government of the
country in which they happened to be living), were basic

reasons why Jews were isolated from non-Jews in Eastern
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rurope. rlioreover, Jewish isolationism caused the Jews to
live in ghetto-like conditions once they arrived in Eoston.
The Jews in Boston tended to refine the ghetto instinct
once they arrived in the city by dividing themselves into
enclaves based upon their individual ethnic origins, In
Boston, the ones who belonged to the same group tended to
form their own synagogues, and although the grouos in both
the North End and the West Znd of the city were somewhat
mixed, '"...the North End had more of a Litvak character,

while the West End had more Russishe Jews ., "2

. WLAT 2R0UGHT [HE IMMIGRANT TO 30STON

Whereas the German Jews had come to America in general
anc¢ Loston in particular along with the German Christians,
the emigration from Russia was strictly a Jewish one,23
This was a special migration brought on by special persecu-
tions agzainst the Jews, It is true that the Jewe of Eastern
Europe were bitterly poverty-stricken, But it took much
more than an empty pocket book to force the Jews to leave
their centuries-old homeland. The movement of Jews across
the ocean to America could only have been caused by oppres=-
sion by the Russian government, the danger of violence, and
a vast disturbance of Jewish life in Kussia itself,%% Indeed,
causes for emigration included the desire for political and
spiritual freedom, for growing aspirations of self-betterment,

and for more educational Opporcunities.55
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I'he restrictive measures undertaken by the Russian
government azainst the Jews were intense and cruel, Besides
being forced to endure continual poverty, the Jews suffered
from legislation which discriminated against their religion
and economic endeavors, [hey were rorced to live in the
rale of Settlement, they could not own farm property nor
engape in agricultural activity, and they were literally
forbidden from engazingz in certain businesses while being
obliged to engaze only in a few others,>0

Iwo specific factors caused the actual commencement and
subsequent continuation of emigration from Russia between
1881 and 1914, [lhese were: a) the terrible pogroms, which
be=2an in 1851 and continued intermittently through and even
after wWworld War I, and b) the May Laws of 1882, that forced
many thousands of Jews to leave homes in whieh they had been
livingz for generations and crowd into cramped quarters in
already teeminz cities and towns., [his act of uprooting
Jews from established nome sites bankrupted most of those
whose families had struggzled for many years to build up
businesses and professional practices in those areas where
they had lived. T[his was an outright economic attack upon
the Jewish population, and because of ",,.this intense
privation of many of the Jews, and this threat of dispos-
session against the rest, many turned for a new opportunity
in 2 new world. Every time another restrictive law was

passed,,..the results could be seen in the increased emi-
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gration the following year, "3/

lany immigrants settled in Eoston because their relatives
had lived in this city.53 However, it was often the case
that immigrants arriving in Boston had no choice in the mat-
ter, It was often a matter of coincidence., "Chance was soO
large an element in the course of migration, it left little
room for planning, The place of landing was less often the
outcome of an intention held at the outset of the journey
than of blind drift along the routes of trade or of a sud-
den halt due to the acts of the voyag_e."59

A third reason that Jewish immigrants settled in Boston
rather than elsewhere was that while they originally may
have been located in one place, they later were either sent
to zoston or went of their own volition, As much as 72 per=-
cent of the Russian Jewish immigrant population originally
settled in uvew York, However, such an arrangement was
hardly feasibley as their crowding together made economic
opportunities for all an impossibility, Moreover, the un=-
hydenic conditions caused by poverty and disease could not
have made them happy to maintain such crowded conditions,
dence, many of the immisrants eventually besgan expanding
throughout New York Citv, and then to other large industrial

cities in the east, including Boston, &V

Co ALLATIONS WITE THE FIRST-GENERATION JEWISH COMMURITY

Before analyzingz the relations which existed in pre=
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World War 1 ocoston between the newly=-arrived Eastern European
Jewish immigrants and the Jewish community already living
there, & short historical sketch of the latter appears in
order, First of all, as we have already pointed out, early
Jewish communities were primarily "“German" in make-up, These
German Jews apparently settled first of all in the South End
of Boston in the middle 1880's, and later became sufficiently
assimilated so as to be able to disperse throughout the city
and thereby not form a distinctive Jewish enclave.él Some
German Jews settled later in the lorth =Znd of Loston, but

not enough to make anv real inroads upon the predominantly

52 The few German Jewish

Ilrish character of the district,
families which settled in the WHorth End were a small but
homogeneous group, [hey assimilated rapidly and, unlike the
later immigrant groups, they remained in the North End.for
a lonz period of time.®3 When the mass migration of Eastern
European Jews began, these acculturated German Jews became
in many ways the guides of the new arrivals, especially in
terms of various sociological processes in the later im-
migrant group, such as the speed and the mode of its ac-
culturation, b4

fhere was little contact between the German Jews and the
fussian Jews throughout Soston,®2 Indeed, there must have
been as much factionalism between the new immigrants and their

predecessors as there was between the Russian Jews and others

who came to Boston at about the same time ('We have no use
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for ﬁungarians.“bGJ. nowever, it seems that the reasons

for the factionalism between Russian immigrants and German
Jews differed from those between the former and contemporary
immigzrants from other countries, As far as the latter are
concerned, differing ethnic origins and the consequent dis=
agreements concerninz customs, language znd religious ob=-
servancé must have divided them. (he situation here is not
unlike that existing between the newly-arrived German and
Polish Jews who experienced friction many years previously

in the old Ohabei Shafgg:rgﬁgﬁifgéction leading inexorably
to a schism between tihose liturgiczlly--but not linguistically--
divergent groups and the eventual creation of Congregation
Adath Israel, out the differences separating Russian Jews
and German Jews were of a different sort, The German and
Polish Jews of the mid-1800's had reached a high point of
acculturation., They had lost their immigrant appearance

and, to a rreat extent, the low status attached to the im-
migrant, Their high degree of assimilation had brought about:
a relaxation of religious observance, with their =Reform
Jewish services taking on certain non=Jewish aspects (€.8.,
the organ, the family pew, Che choir, the sermon in E£nglish),
Most German Jews read and spoke English fluently. Despite
the rigors of the workinz conditions of the time, the
majority of German Jews had reached a reasonable level of
financial security,., Certain families, such as that of the

wealthy Jacob lecht, were able even to move into the heart
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of Yankee settlement, the Zack day. On the other hand, the
wussian immigrant, newly arrived and completely unfamiliar
with his new environment, was unwanted, ris German core-
ligionists were embarrassed by his poverty and lack of so-
phistication, The comfortable, assimilated German Jews
wanted little to do with the immizrants, despite the fact
that they were fully cognizant of the great pressure, the
poverty, the crowdedness and the turmoil typical of the
urban areas of large=-scale immigrant settlement with which
the Kussian Jews had continually to contend in EBoston, In-
deed, it was only after deliberate discussion of the issue
that the directors of the German-founded United lebrew
Zenevolent Association came to the zrudsing assertion that
while not legally bound to care for the indigent Rus-
sian immizrants, the Association would assume upon itself
the responsibility of providing help for them. The reason
ziven was that if the Association did not assume such re=
sponsibility, every well-to-do Jewish citizen would be
beleagured by the importunate 9oor.57 The German Jews at
best pitied their poverty-stricken tussian brothers; they
certainly did not like them, However, they were willing to
assume responsibility for them, because it would not do to
have the non-Jewish community burdened with Jewish problems,
Actually, it would appear rather paradoxical that the German
Jews should have looked disparagingly upon their Russian

coreligionists. The German Jews saw the Russian Jews as



inferior to themselves because the latter were so poor, soO
ignorant of American ways and language and so generally

foreisn to their assimilated selves, actually, it had been

barely a half-century since the Cerman immiegrant had come '
En these shores, mot a few of the German Jews had also
spoken Yiddish when they arrived in America, but they now
considered it by and large an inferior tongue, "“They, whose
manners were still largely foreign, felt that the Russian
Jews were foreigners and had uncouth manners. 3o, in entire
kindness but with frequent misunderstanding, they tried to
[help]...:hese Russian immigrants."68 This they did by
creatinz institutions whiech might help "ecivilize" their
dussian brethren through inculcation of American customs,
values and ideals, as well as instruction in the English
lansuaze, te make communication possible bevond themselves.
such heln which was provided by the German Jews for the
fussian Jews was done out of conscience, not out of a desire
to create a friendly harmony between the two Jewish groups.
Indeed, as late as 1914 there remained two cocherent groups

of Jews in Zoston, and it took the common aim of creating
Jewish philanthropic organizations, which the Aussian Jews
could support and even initiate once their financial fortunes
turned upward, to make prozress toward a united Jewish com=

munity a valid possibility.69



D, RELATIONS wWITH OnE ANOTHER

Just as the Hussian Jews could not =zet alone with the
German JewdBh community because of their different levels
of acculturation and sophistication, so they could find
security in tne basic compatibility to be found among their
own ranks, +hey oreferred to settle togzether in Loston's
worth End, which soon became the most populous Jewish dis=
trict in the city, even though Jewish hegemony still lay
with the German community. At first the fussian Jews at-
tempted to isolate themselves, establishinz their own
synagozues?J and preservinz the customs and values which
they had brousht over from Eastern Europe. They held fast
and strictly to Orthodox Judaism, observing all aspects of
~itual and relisious custom which they had brought over with

thes from 2ussia, The religious services were comprehensible

il

or each Jew at least insofar as his sxpectations {or wor-
shio were concerned., few, if any, frictions developed among
them. It would seem to have been basically a happy community,
with most men earninz their living by peddling.?l Yiddish
culture and literature maintained the zesthetic and intel-
lectual atmosphere of days zone by. A4n ardent Zionism made
its way into the Russian Jewish community, self-=help
institutions were created eventually, which helped not only
themselves but also others of their brethren who later came

to the llorth End, All in all, the Russian Jewish enclave




remained uniform for some years, with common language, cul=-
ture, religious outlook and economic pursuit holding them
together. However, such an idyllic harmony amonz the Jews
of the dorth End could not last; because "“American life

was too fluid to permit the indefinite perpetuation of
these local identities."72 As the immigrant became more
and more acculturated, he began to ingest the materialistic
outlook of the American society.?3 This meterialism was
occasioned by a desire for better living conditions. Lence,
the Horth End community beszan to break up, with its former
residents moving to boston's suburbs.7q Moreover, the old
values of relipgion, education and Yiddish culture suffered
beczuse of the assimilation of American socio-economic
values,’3 In 1900, a number of the early pioneer families
of the lorth End located in the kbklue Hill Avenue, Grove
rhall, section of Roxbury, which subsequently developed in=-
to the larzest Jewish settlement in New tngland, later ex=-
tendine into Dorchester, lattapan, and then to rilton,’6
This settlement was comprised largely of the same WNorth &nd
families who were now migrating to the suburbs. by 1925,
however, when the russian Jews, now well assimilated, had
become sufficiently prosperous to start infiltrating the
plush suburbs of Newton and Brookline,7? nothing was left
of the first Russian Jewish community of Boston, All that
remained were memories of the compatible, though poor,

North End Jews, who struggled together, helped one another,
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and generally had fine relations with each other in all

aspects of Jewish and secular life,
E. JEWISH 1MMIGRANT CULTURE

Due to his economic travails and his labors to become
settled in a strange land, the cultural life of the Russian
Jewisih immigrant in Boston was not always very active or
creative. It was more or less limited to the type of cul-
tural expression to which they had been exposed and were
subsequently accustomed ' while in Eastern Europe. This
included the renowned Yiddish theater. "Boston,..was a
center of Yiddish drama. For a period of about ten years,
1905~-1915, there was a Yiddish play to be seen in Boston
almost every weekday., Artists like Maurice Schwartz and
the Kalisches and the Tomashefskys and the Adlers had a
special fondness for the Boston Jewish community..."’8 We
infer from this statement that the Yiddish company was a
roving band of players, with bBoston as one of its favorite
stops. This did not mean, however, that all stage pre=-
sentations of a Jewish nature had to be initiated by sources
beyond the Boston Jewish community. Indeed, Jewish children

who were trained at the Hebrew School of the Jewish People's

Institute of Boston occasionally performed plays in Hebrew
at the Grand Opera House,’? However, those who thirsted
for Yiddish culture usually had to wait for the Yiddish

companies to come to Boston, or else they had to go out of
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Boston to see their plays.

The Boston immigrant had at least one other chief source
of cultural expression, This was music. DMore than a few
immigrants who came to Boston were accomplished musicians,
although, because of their concentration upon economic
matters, their talents were usually limited to brief moments
of leisure., Music for the immigrant was a most beautiful
outlet, Perhaps the freely-allowed playing of music rep-
resented to them the kind of complete freedom in America
which they themselves had now fully attained. This moti=-
vation for the immigrant's love of music is well exemplified
by Charles Angoff's reminiscence of his parents' first
contact with it in Boston:

.+sa zgreat uncle of mine,.,.first intro-

duced my mother and father to the...

band concert in the Boston Common, some=-

thing that stamped America as truly a

eolden land" in my parents' eyes., ''Music,

and such wonderful music, for nothing,

for everybody to hear! What more could

a government do? And Jews allowed like

any other people in Americal! A blessing

on this land|"80
Recognizing the immigrant's love for music, certain Jewish
institutions in the city, such as the Young Men's Hebrew
Association, held concerts on a weekly basis to which the
immigrants were invited, and in which some of them partic-
ipated, Perhaps, however, the most ambitious project in

this regard was started by Harvard student Leo Mayer and a

small group of his fellow students. Beginning in 1903, the
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Jews of both the North and West Ends of Boston were invited
to concerts held by these Harvard students on an almost
weekly basis. These concerts were given as a rule at the
Civic Service House and in the large hall of the North
Bennett 3treet Industrial 3chool, both of which institutions
threw open their doors for these cultural pursuits,Sl
Another form of culture was found in the creation of
Jewish newspapers and the printing of Yiddish books.82 Yid-
dish newspapers had been forbidden in Russia, but now, in
the freedom d America, they flourished. The first success=
ful Yiddish newspaper was the Jewish Daily News, which was
founded in New York in 1885 by Kasriel R. Sarasohn.83 As
far as the city of Boston was concerned, certain newspapers,
such as The Forward and The Tageblatt were available,
although they often served special causes instead of faith-
fully reporting news of Jewish interest,®4% But Boston's
Zussian Jews also were able to create their own Jewish news=-
papers. "There was Der Amerikaner, there was the Leader...
Ihey were all in one way or another admirable, reflecting
the vibrancy of Jewish life in Boston."85 There was also
a fine English newspaper, The Boston Advocate (later to be-

come known as The Jewish Advocate). 'The Advocate was a

delight to read. It was truly Jewish, truly intellectual,
broadly and profoundly Zionistic, and excellent journalistic=
ally."86 In a subsequent section of this discussion, we

indirectl
shall deal, with the vital role which The Jewish Advocate and
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its courageous editor, Jacob de Haas, played on behalf of

the interests and progress of the rRussian Jewish immigrant.
Suffice it to say that lhe Jewish advocate contributed to

the cultural life of the Jews in Boston, and ",.,.reading

it was a weekly education in Jewish affairs on the local
scene and also on the national and international scenes."87
Later on, Ihe Jewish Advocate printed as well a Yiddish news-
paper, which was called The Yiddish Advocate. Itscontents
differed from its English counterpart, since it featured

news which was especially interesting and important for the
immigrant, Its features included articles on political
developments in Russia and Zionist and labor news.38 The
Yiddish newspapers did not last, however, Just as the North
End Jewish community lasted but a comparatively few years,

so did Yiddish journalism (and Yiddish drama, for that mat-
ter) last but a short time. OUnly [he Jewish Advocate has
endured from that age of thriving Jewish culture in the North
End. WNevertheless, even though that Yiddish culture has riow
all but died, sufficient vestiges of it still survive to

remind us of that unique period of Jewish cultural enterprise.

v

E. IHE JEWISH IMMIGRANT AND RELIGICUS PRACTICE

There was a large difference between the religious prac=
tices of the newly-arrived Russian Jewish immigrant in Boston
and those of his German Jewish predecessors, During the days

when Rabbis Solomon Schindler and Charles Fleischer occupied
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the pulpit of predominantly German Temple lsrael, radical
changes leading to what has come to be known as classical
Reform Judaism were effected, The assimilated German Jews
of Temple Israel's congregation welcomed this diluted form
of their faith, even though their Orthodox coreligionists
did not look upon Reform Judaism with approval., As a mat=-
ter of fact, the Orthodox viewed Temple Israel's radical
movement toward classical Reform with fear, since Temple
israel was the leading congregation in the city of Boston.
Despite their Orthodoxy, they thought, perhaps the im-
migrants might be swayed to some extent by the rebellion
against tradition which was taking place in Temple Israel,
This fear was revealed in a Jewish Advocate editorial of
November 15, 1907, some months after Rabbi Fleischer had
instituted Sunday services to provide Jewish worship for
those Jews who were forced to work on the Sabbath and, there-
fore, could not attend Saturday services. MNany Orthodox
Jews publicly proclaimed that since Temple lsrael had ini=-
tiated Sunday worship, the institution of the Jewish Sabbath
would soon die,B89 Occasionally Temple Israel's reforms
prompted anger, In a biting editorial, the Jewish Advocate
said of the religious practices of Temple Israel:

Enothing] could shock Temple Israel,

which has had Ethical Culture and

Eliotology [i.e., also setting the

basis of life on the relation of the

individual to society] expounded to

it..«Congregation Israel would pro-
bably be only shocked by...the pro-
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posal to espouse the cause of mixed

marriages, and even,,.that doctrine

would not strain a Jewish nerve...
Rabbi Fleischer, who left his post in 1911 to found the Sun-
day Commons, which was a non-sectarian religion to promote
the amelioration of society and the fusion of America's di-
verse stocks into a kind of community church,9l failed as a
rabbi, Like Schindler, Fleischer ",,.was a marginal man who
lost his marginality...[hni]ultlmately identified with the
liberal Protestant tradition of New England,"92

On the other hand, the Russian immigrant who had just
settled in the city of Boston was ostensibly a most observant
and tradition-minded individual, Irn reality, however, he was
a creature of opposing religious tendencies. Externally, he
attempted to retain the patterns of the Egstern European life
with which he was most familiar, Inwardly, though, he was
already preparing himself for a drastic assimilation which
would become manifest only in the second generation.93
As we stated earlier, each Jewish enclave created its own

synagogue and synagogal worship. In the early days, the North
End shuls presented a very colorful traditional appearance.,
The people were poor, but strongly observant. The rabbi of
the poor man's shul was, unlike the one serving a Boston
Reform congregation, warm, accessible and always aware of his
congregants!' problems, which he always endeavored to ameliorate,
Angoff's warm reminiscence concerning his shul and his rabbi

prove these points:
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EThe Vilner shui] was small, the people
were unpretentious, and they prayed as

if they were at home. They held back
nothing, If they felt like it, they swayed
to and fro to their heart's content,,.O0f
course, they followed the congregational
prayer, but they were also themselves.

They remnained at home, so to speak, while
at the same time they were members of All=-
Israel,

Rabbi Sharfman was the same, He was homy,
he was quiet and intimate, re was ap-
proachable, Indeed, he was often the
first to approach others, young and old,
de used to sit to the left of the "Oren
Kodesh",..which faced the audience,..l
always looked at the rabbi, I liked his
face,..He was a man of mysterious feelings
and powers and insights, He was capable
of sorrow, and he was capable of joYa.es
The rabbi had a synagogue face...

#is "droshes",..were brief, gentle, to

the point...He quoted parables and other
sayings of the Sages. 1 was astonished,

in my early youth, at how well read he was,
how well he had digested what he read, how
unfanatical he was despite his orthodoXy...

Rabbi Sharfman was more than a spiritual lead-
er, He was a job hunter and an apartment
hunter, he was a lay analyst, a home saver,

a social worker, and a doctor,.,..when a family
was large the permitted number of doctor

calls was pretty much used up by the early
winter,..The poor were,..ashamed [when their
allotted pumber of visits by the doctor was
exhausted]. 30 they went to the rabbi, and
the rabbi went to the Talmud, which is full

of medical lore...EBut it was in the spiritual
realm that the Vilner Shul rabbi was at his
best,..Boston Jewry showed many such rabbis,..
[Itlwas a wonderful...little Jerusalem,9%4

Such overt clinging to old religious traditions belied the

growing ferment among the Russian immigrants, the growing

desire for, or at least acceptance of, change,

The startling
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fact is that this desire for change was already at work in

the minds of the first-generation immigrants themselves, %7
“The older generation gradually accepted the ways of their
children. They knew they could not remain as orthodox. They
were not too willing, but they knew it had to come,"96 At
this juncture, let us not be too hasty in attributing this
creeping liberalism in religious thought to the American
social and intellectual environment, £Even the "“shtetl" had
not escaped the historic events and philosophical movements

in eighteenth- and nineteenth-century turope. The French
Revolution, plus the cries of freedom motivating it, and the
German-Jewish "haskalah" movement, which found Russian pro-
ponents in the likes of Isaac bar Levinsohn and whieh inspired
the likes of Max Lilienthal,®’ beckoned to the Russian Jew and
made him aware of the benefits of democracy as well as secular
thought and living, frany immigrants brought with them to the
shores of America a strong familiarity with these ideas, All
that many of these "enlightened" Jews needed was a milieu

of freedom which permitted liberalism to gain a stronghold.
America provided such a milieu, Certainly, American democracy
gave this movement a greater chance to blossom and succeed
than did the deeply traditional, learned, pious and authori-
tarian environment of Eastern European society, Moreover, the
presence of a flourishing Reform Judaism among the German

Jews of Boston was a living example of Jewish adaptation to

Western mores, "Laxity in rituel practice~--despised by the
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society of the fussian small town=-nad in the new world the
prestice of being accertable to a large part of the older,
wealtnier, already Americanized community, "¥>

I'ne rejection of old-world religious practices and values
was not manifested until the second zeneration grew up, LUp
until the early 1900's, the Russian Jewish community was,
by and large, a traditionalist group in which religious
observance was to remain the norm for some I::i.::ne.g’g synagogue
services rollowed the Lestern rturoncan pattern. All the
prayers were recited totally in nebrew, except for a few in
Aramaic; the prayerbooks lacked vernacular translations, ex-
ceot for a few which had Yiddish translations, WHone had
translations in english, and if any such prayerbooits had
made their way into tneir midst, the immigrants would in all
probability have viewed them only with curiosity.

All services were held in such synagogues as were des=-
cribed avcove by Charles angoff, although before they were
built, services were probably held in private homes, rHow-
ever, it took the building of the synagogue to zive the Hus-
sian immiszrant a feeling of fixed spiritual roots, Io toe
Boston Jewish immisrant--especially in his hard, povertv-
striclien early dayvs taere--the sy.anogue really fuliilled
the Jabbinic functions of llouse of Worship, of leetinz and
of Study, The stranger just arrived in ULoston stopped at
the synarogue to inguire about lodgzing in a Jewish honme.

sere he met the synagogue-poers, and cxchanzed with them



=33

information about financial affairs, gave and gained advice
concerning life in the new land, and both proffered and
received news about Jews living in this and other cities.lo0
The immigrants' taste for Jewish learning was satisfied
within the synagogue, Many lectures and adult classes were
held there, The Russian Jewish synagogue usually had among
its possessions a number of Hebrew volumes which proved of
inestimable worth to the intellectual predilections of former
Lastern European ''yeshiva bochers," In these early days,
Jewish learning was so esteemed that even a lowly laborer
or peddler could gain a lofty reputation among his core-
ligionists by proving adept in handling the complicated and
often difficult reasonings of the Talmud, 10l

Before completing our discussion of the religious prac-
tices of the Russian Jewish immigrant in Boston, it might be
well to turn our attention for a moment to the dissident
minority which held militant anti-religious views, These
anti-religionists were comprised mainly of radical "Maskilim"
and Socialists. The latter found corroboration of their
ideals in many of the Yiddish newspapers, which in the main
were but vehicles for the promulgation of these various
ideoloéies. Although the typical, tradition-minded immigrant
usually enioyed reading these publications, he was often dis=-
turbed by having ideas thrust upon him with which he most
violently disagreed., Charles Angoff remembers hov his father

reacted to such attempts to influence his thinking by the




Yiddish radical newspapers of the day:

[y father| liked the [Socialist] Forward

very much as a newspaper, much more than

the Tageblatt. He thought its foreign

news was superior, and he liked the stories

and poems, But he did not like many of

the editorials and articles. They preached

a brand of Socialism which was anathema to

him, Occasionally they also offended his

religious sensibilities, for the Forward

was quite nonreligious.io2
Indeed, 3Socialism, rapidly spreading through the Russian
Jewish immigrant community during the years of massive mi-
gration, became an influential vehicle for irreligiosity.
Une North Ender recalls “a small group of a violently anti-
religious philosophy. They would defiantly arrange a ball
on Yom Kippur eve while most Jews attended the Kol Nidre
services, During Yom Kippur day they would stand on the
street and eat ham sandwiches,"103

Albeit there were voices of religious dissidence and

radicalism, the overall tenor of the early days of Jewish
settlement in Boston was traditionalism. Moreover, che
tenacity with which the immigrants held on to their Orthodox
religious observances was almost diametrically opposed to
the religious posture of their more acculturated German Jewish
coreligionists. The latter not only were lax in terms of

religious practice, but also preached an assimilative ap~-

proach toward their very Jewish identity.

F. IMMIGRANT FAMILY LIFE

1f there were one single factor which best characterized




immigrant family life at the turn of the ceatury, it would
be poverty. The homes inh whicii somc of the immigrants
settled we=e dilapidated, but fairly sturdy insofar as
their basic structure was concerned, .ost of the homes in
the llorth &nd nad been built by the Yankee inhabitants, who
left the area when the I[rtan, litalians, and then the Jews
began to infiltrate the area.loq The majority of immiprants,
however, were f[orced to live in tenements and lodginz-houses,
with the most indizent finding it necessary to make their
homes in the basements of such dwellings, most of which
lacited sub-cellars.l03 Later on, many of the old homes were
converted 1nto rcasonably livable asartments by Jewish home
owmers anc local real estate dealers. wnevertheless, life
was primitive, witih toilets being located outside the house,
no dath tubs in the house and attics often servinz as “apart-
ments.! [hese same real estate men later begzan building
Yazartment houses," distinszuished from the old tenement houses
by thz comforts which were provided for the tenants. [he
first apartment house was constructed on the corncr of man-
over and Uross Streets in the Worth &nd in 1325,109

Despite their overwhelming indizence, the fussian
Jews of 3oston kenst a "“losher'" home. 1n order to procure
kosher meat, the immigrant women had to wall long distances.
At a rather early date, however, a kosher butcher store was

established, The problem of beinz able to pay for kosher
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products was not made any easier by the fact that Jewish
wholesalers and retailers of kosher meat (especially the
traditional "shabas chicken") cheated the poor immigrants
by charging them for '"blood and feathers.," This was a
mere excuse for adding anywhere from eight to sixteen ounces
to the actual weight of the chicken bill., Many other pro-
ducts were procurable on the market, and this habit of
cheating the customer extended even to those other products.lo7
Nevertheless, the immigrant housewife was determined to keep
her home a kosher one, and she was almost always capable of
rising above the various obstacles in her path to keep it
that way.

It is true that interruptions in family life were caused
by the piecemeal way in which immigrant families migrated
to America, It is also true that the immigrants were forced
to settle in ugly tenements hardly reminiscent of the kind
of home in which they had established a Jewish life in Rus=
sia. Nevertheless, they worked diligently at picking up
where they had left off, in order that they might resume the
only kind of life which they had ever known. Religious life
must have exercised a steadying influence in this endeavor
during the early days of settlement to reestablish family
ties and ways. The Sabbath and the various holidays in the
yearly cycle of Jewish observance once more kindled the
festivity and warmth of the home atmosphere in the hearts

of members of the family. Moreover, the observance of the
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holidays also provided an opportunity to ;edefine family
roles through traditional religious functions of wvarious
members of the family. For instance, on Erev Yom Kippur,
it was part of the ritual for the father to come in drosan
in a white "kittel™ and to bless each child separately and
in turn. This would put the father back in his role as
head of the family, with his blessing automatically (and
subtly) reaffirming his position of authority, The children,
who passively received their father's blessing, simultaneously
realized through this religious rite what position in the
family they had to assume, Thus it was with respect to re-
ligious observances in the home throughout the year,
The immigrant home was a busy and active place:

Hebrew, Jewishness, Zionism--these were

all parts of our daily living...A picture

of Dr. Theodor Herzl hung above our kitchen

table, and since the kitchen in our home,

as in so many other homes, was the family

center, we children were always under the

influence of Dr. Herzl...l08

Moreover, the city itself was continually swirling with

ideas, most of them dealing with Zionism. They often con-
flicted with one another, with the point of debate usually
being what constituted the best approach to the Zionist
cause, Such conflicts influenced the conversation in the
immigrant home, with debate here as well often concerning
Zionism:

Boston was a beehive, not only of Zionists

of the Dr, Herzl variety, or what might be
called Orthodox Zionists, but also of other
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Zionists of various degrees of dissidence,..

an important part of the strife was heated

discussion, 1 listened in on a great deal

of it, at meetings of these dissident

organizations and also at home...

sesthe family at large was a senate of con=

flicting opinions, all of them usually ex-

pressed in grandiloquent oratory., Thus 1

knew the Jewish world was divided into many

parts long before 1 knew precisely what the

parts were and exactly in what respects they

differed.,.l
Perhaps the single greatest force on behalf of Zionism in
Zoston--outside of the ever-present Yiddish newspapers--
and which moved the immigrant family to discuss the general
benefits of Zionism and to make it the single most important
philosophic tenet in their life was the grass-roats preacher
known as "“the maggid." Albeit individual differences con=
cerning the best Zionistic approach were always present,
they automatically disappeared in a general embracing of
Zionism as the cause whenever he preached it. The people
believed him, because they were swayed by his splendid ora-
tory. Moreover, he was able to influence them with respect
to the Zionist cause, because he spoke directly to them, His
approach was subjective; that of the Yiddish journals and
intellectuals was usually too objective to be meaningful to
the Russian immigrant, and too technical to be understood by
him, As a result, the immigrant in Boston gained a greater

part of his emotional commitment through the words of maggidim,

Charles Angoff recalls this phenomenon:
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The great ‘'maggid' (itinerant preacher)
Zvi Hirsch Masliansky, who had been a
childhood playmate of my Alte LBobbe
(Granny)...often spoke in Boston,..To

my nine-year-old mind, he was lopses and
Aaron and Samson and Joshua and all the
Maccabees, lie had so splendid a face, so
overwhelming a beard, such deep-seeing
eyes--and a voice that was now thunder,
now a violin,..

The time came when [asliansky was announced
as the chief speaker at a drive for the
Keren Hayesed, to be held in Faneuil Hall,

Of course our whole family went. The hall
was filled to overflowing more than an

hour before the meeting began, while sev-
eral hundred people stood outside waiting

to hear the speeches over the loud speaker...
I still recall the profound impression
Masliansky's words made,.,l10

It is little wonder, therefore, that the emotional Russian
Jewish immigrant maintained in his shabby Boston residence
many "“pushkes"--coin boxes-~-the majority of which were de-
voted to Zionism or Zionist-sponsored causes, Lt is indeed
true that the Jewish immigrant was indigentj nevertheless,
although pennies in our household were rare and precious,
mother and father managed tc put some into every one., It
was a 'mitzvah' to do that, And the 'pushkes' kept the spirit
0f .. 0r, Herzl ever present in our hearts,"“lll

As World War 1 approached, we find that the process of
Americanization began to take its toll upon the traditional
atmosphere of the immigrant family., This process forced a
chanze to occur with respect to the relative positions of
the father, the mother, and the second-generation, American-

born Jew. The father succumbed earlier than the other mem-
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bers of the family, because he was almost daily exposed to

the secular side of life as it was then lived in Boston as
well as the rest of material-minded America., The immigrant
usually earned his living by peddling, and it was while thus
engaged that he began, first of all, to be exposed to the

ways and ideas of the general society, Later, he began to
understand the significance of these ideas and how inculcation
with and practice of them were directly tied up with material
gain and success==-even for the immigrant Jew. Another reason
for the turn of the immigrant toward a more secular ideology
was the simple necessity for spending sc much time trying

to earn a living. bBecause most of his waking hours were de-
voted to this arduous task, the immigrant breadwinner had
little time left to observe matters of the spirit, This two-
fold reason for the movement toward secularism-=-growing world-
liness and preoccupation with earning a living-=-also had its
effect upon the traditional role-play within the family. As
previously stated, the religious practices which were con=-
ducted in the home helped define the roles played by each
member of the family, However, as the Americanization pro=-
cess began to make inroads within the family situation, these
roles began to grow vague, As a result, religious tradi=-
tionalism began to give way to a more secular attitude, Jewish
education began to suffer; in their haste to integrate their
children, the first-generation immigrant fathers commenced to

stress the advantages of a secular education. We shall deal
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with this situation more in detail later on in our discussion.
Suffice it to say at this point that the first generation

laid the foundation for the manifest movement toward assim=
ilation by their offspring when they encouraged their sons

to get a good secular education,

It did not take long for the second generation to take
these hints, Soon they were embarking on a course toward
acculturation through education which eventually made them
as indistinguishable in dress, manner and speech from native
Americans as were their older German counterparts, The
important fact to realize here is that the revolution was
not sudden and the end result of a concerted plan of rebel-
lion by the second generation., On the contrary, it was the
first generation that was responsible for originally planting
the seeds of secularism and acculturation,ll2Z This does not
mean, however, that the first generation “practiced what it
preached"; as a matter of fact, the majority of thase remained
within the confines of Orthodox practice. Perhaps the first-
generation immigrant did not want it known by the rest of
his family just how deep were the changes of thinking wrought
by his exposure to the "outside world.," Nevertheless, “the
profoundly changed attitudes of the immigrants, which their
children were quick to discover despite tenacious external
traditionalism...helped shape the generation that marched

headlong towards full Americanization,%ll3
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But what about the immigrant mother? The aforementioned
reference to her determined efforts to keep her home "“kosher"
certainly is indicative of her over-all attitude concerning
what constituted a good Jewish home. Ostensibly, the domestic
role of the immigrant woman was confined to the task of
creating a warm and pleasant home environment for her hus-
band and children who were daily exposed to the bewildering
and strange character of the new world. But she actually
was much more than that, Wwhile her husband began to fall
away from religious traditionalism, she took it upon her-
self to become the guardian of the old Jewish family wvalues,
In the later days of the North End Jewish community, the
immigrant mother was the one who endeavored to give the home
whatever Jewish characteristics it had, Her husband and
children apparently just went along with her efforts to main=-
tain an Orthodox Jewish home either simply out of habit or
because they wanted to please her, The fact is that, reli=-
giously speaking, the mother became the head of the house-
hold; most of the other family members were either passive
onlookers or emctionally-detached rote practitioners of
religious rituals, Without her efforts, the household would
in all probability have lost completely its waning links
with the past., As Angoff writes, the mother "“made the home
what it was...[and] thousands of...Jewish homes in Boston

were under a similar influence,"ll4% The immigrant mother,
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therefore, was the conservative force in the family; she

was anxious to preserve the continuity of the traditional
Jewish family atmosphere. Hence, the mother took charge of
the Jewish education of her children, Extending her efforts
outward to the community, she also took over many religious
and charitable activities and functions heretofore almost
completely within the domain of her husband.

The immigrant mother was determined to retain the
traditional aspects of her home and community; her fervid
hope was that her children would retain a strong conscious=-
ness of their Jewish heritage. Her traditionalism was
diametrically oppaeed to the general progressive worldliness
of her husband and children. 3he worked guietly, however,
and hoped that her community efforts would have a positive
effect upon her own family. Perhaps they did, for even in
the days just before the World War, when the North End Jews
were movine in steady streams toward the greener pastures of
such suburbs as Brighton, West Koxbury and, especially,
lattapan-Dorchester, assimilative tendencies did not noticeably
increase beyond the rate shown in the dying days of North End
settlement.ll5 However, it would seem that the day was just
over the horizon when the newfintegrated Jewish mother would
have to join her husband and children in the Americanization
process, thereby facing the realities which living in another
socio-economic milieu demanded. Ler nostalgia for things

past probably decreased and eventually disappeared in her




own ambitions of success for her children, WNevertheless,
there remains a proud memory of the Jewish mother, so bur=-
dened by economic and domestic responsibilities, who took
upon herself the added personal obligation of keeping tradi-
tionalism alive in a household which no longer wanted it.
With the death of the North End Jewish community and the
concomitant movement to the suburbs of Boston by the Russian
Jews, so regrettably died an unique enclave of Jewish and
domestic customs which were reminiscent of other days as well

as of other timeS.ee

3. EDUCATION OF THE IMnIGRANT

In terms of the educational endeavors of the immigrant
in Boston, we must explore two main areas, The first is

Jewish education, and the second is secular education, FEoth

areas were important for the immigrant, because the one enabled

him to retain his connection with his faith, while the other
prepared him for life in the new country.

Let us deal, first of all, with Jewish education, Here,
the immigrant had to depend upon his own ability to organize
a viable educational process and then apply it to the young,.
In choosing the form of Jewish education for their off-spring,
the newly-arrived immigrants endeavored to duplicate the
educational patterns utilized in Eastern Europe, This meant
the instituting in Boston of the "cheder" form of education,

The "cheder" approach was simple; all it took was a "rebbe¥
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who was privately subsidized by the parents of a number of
Jewish children, a small, uncomfortable room, and a text.
The 'cheder'" gave no grades of any kind, and its pedagogical
approach was one of rigid authoritarianism. The teacher-
pupil relationship was hardly conducive to a positive learning
experience, The "rebbe" utilized physical means to show his
dissatisfaction with a pupil's preparation of his homework,
or his suspicion of higfgaving done it at all. The parents
permitted the "rebbe' to punish their children physically,
because this is the way they themselves had been taught, If
it had been good enough for them, they thought, it was good
enough for their children,l16

During the early days of settlement by Russian Jews in
the city of Boston, these 'chadorim" proliferated, They
taught a limited Jewish scholarship, offering little more
than "courses" in the mechanical reading of Hebrew. Young
boys were usually taught to read the "“siddur," while their
older brothers (girls were not sent to '"cheder," since it was
felt that a domestic education was more important for them
than a strictly Jewish one) studied “Tanach" (Hebrew Bible).
Occasionally one found a 'cheder" which made provision for
a "gemora-m'lamed'--a teacher of the Talmud--but these were
certainly rare, as few immigrants were financially able to
support these teaching specialists, This, of course, implies
that the other teachers were hardly classifiable as pedagog-

ically skilled. Indeed, The Jewish Advocate chided the
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parents and the "chadorim" for permitting teachers who "are
unsuited to the delicate and difficult task of instructing
[the childrer;_]..."ll7 These so-called teachers had no cer-
tification or diploma of any kind which would show that they
were authorized to teach. They were chosen by vparents who
felt inwardly that these men had the ability to deal well
with their children in a classroom experience, or that
they at least had the proper approach toward Jewish learning.
because they were subsidizinz the teacher, the parents
thought that they should have a hand in the type of person
who would teach their children. 3ince they did not really
understand what objective pedagogical criteria should have
been applied in selecting teachers, and since, moreover,
good teachers were very scarce, parents usually chose men
who, though demonstrating piety and love of Jewish learning,
were most unsuited for teaching their children,

For those Jewish immigrants who could not afford to
send their children to "cheder," there was always recourse
to "an itinerant teacher who from time to time knocked at
the door of his student's home with a 'Siddur' in his hand...
and gave the reluctant youngster a half hour's instruction
in Hebrew reading. ie collected a nickel or a dime for his
services."l18 This man was called a “Siddur-peddler" because
of the "“Siddur" which he carried with him wherever he went,
This individual was a low scavenger-type, barely living off

the few cents which Jews almost as poor as he gave him,
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On the other side of the income scale, there were a few
immigrants who had the financial wherewithal to afford to
hire a teacher for the exclusive instruction of their own
children. Wieder discusses the family of one fNiman Freedman,
of the North End, who hired a teacher for his children for
the purpose of private tutoring. Freedman's comparative
wealth allowed him to give the teacher board and room in
exchance for the private instruction, The children were
taught for a few hours each day, and Freedman himself took
advantage of the presence of the "m'lamed" by studying Talmud
with him on Saturday mornings.ll9 It goes without saying
that the gzeneral poverty of the early Russian Jews made
arrangements for Jewish education ;uch as those of Niman
Freedman a rarity. The idea of "“keeping a tutor" was a
typically European custom, but one which was more or less
restricted to the well-to-do, So it was with the Russian
Jews in DBoston during their early days of settlement. The
majority of the Jews were forced to send their children to
the "cheder," which hardly offered the same attractive ap-
proach to education as did the rare practice of private
tutoring., As a matter of fact, the Board of Health passed
unfavorable comments concerning "“cheder" conditions in most
parts of the city, and signs of "Premises Condemned" were
hung on more than one "cheder" door, Indeed, the children
were forced to study in small rooms which were unventilated

and often foul.l20 Another problem to consider was the over-
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all deartih of teachers. Alderman Bromberg, during a speech
given in February, 1906, before the Jewish Citizen's Club

of Ward 6 in Boston, lamented the fact that ''there were but
few Jewish teachers in the city of Boston and...in proportion
to the vast number of Jewish children who are here, the num-
ber of Jewish teachers is wholly inadequate..."l2l As one
can see, the problems of Jewish education during the days

of the inadequate "cheder" system were myriad, and they
certainly could only grow worse as the processes of assim-
ilation began to make their inroads during the latter part
of the first decade of the twentieth century., With Jewish
education as handled by the immigrant himself being un-
satisfactory, with acculturation gaining a greater foot-
hold among the immigrants, and with secular education and
its benefits gradually becoming paramount among them, some-
thing had to be done to help--first of all, to save Jewish
education, and then to improve upon it,

There were two important organizations in the early
1200's which were devoted to the amelioration of Jewish
educational processes in Boston, They wished to help not
only the immigrants, who could not properly maintain
educational institutions by themselves, but also the Reform
Jews of the city, whose Jewish education was in most cases
practically non-existent, One was the Central Jewish Commit-
tee, which was composed mainly of Rabbis who hoped to improve

Jewish educational standards among Boston's Jews. It was
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headed by Rabbi M. M. Eichier of Temple Ohabei Shalom.

This Committee was rather inefficient, but because of the
general lack of interest in Jewish education among the
majority of Boston's influential Jews (most of whom were
Reform Jews), no other organization was created to eclipse
them and their inept and often lethargic attempts to im-
prove Jewish education in the city. The immigrants them=-
selves still lacked the financial ability or inflience to
create their own organization., It, therefore, was believed
among Boston's Zionists that it was up to them to do it.

In 1907, the Zionist Council of Boston (made up mainly
of prospering Russian Jews) began its educational work in
the city of Boston with the founding of the Theodor Herzl
School, which was done under the auspices of the Daughters
of Zion.l2Z The Herzl School, which stressed a broad range
of Hebraic and Yiddish study, was but the beginning o the
establishment of such schools. Between 1907 and 1910, the
Zionist Council was responsible for the founding of schools
in East Boston, the West End, Jamaica Plain, Dorchester,
Everett and South Boston-=-all suburbs where the Jews were
now beginning to settle in large numbers.123 In 1909, the
Council realized that tnhe problem of Jewish survival in
Boston was fast becoming one of giving Judaism a fair chance
in competition with the Gentile culture, It was this culture
more than any other which was daily exXpounded in the public

schools that the Jews now attended., It seemed, therefore,



that the Jewish child could hardly avoid being influenced
by this culture. In response to this challenge, The Zionist
Council's Education Committee was instructed in February,
1909, to make an intensive study of the conditions of Jewish
schools and institutions in Boston in order to draw up plans
for a city-wide orzanization of Jewish schools to help off=-
set the inculcation of Christian values in secular schools,

The Committee's study was completed in April, 1909, and
by vote of the Council a conierence of representatives of
Jewish orsanizations was called for and held in the vestry
of the Adath Jeshurun Synagogue, Organizations present
included the Council of Jewish Women, Harvards Zionist
Society, the Zionist Council of Boston and Harvard's lenorah
Society, The Committee's oreliminary report was read, and
a resolutrion was unanimously passed that a Committee on
Jewish Education of Greater Boston be formed., The Commit=-
tee would be comprised of representatives of all possible
Jewish societies and organizations in the city, The function
of the Committee would be to act as a schoolboard in charse
of affairs and business concerning the proposed city=wide
network of Jewish schools, The Zionist Council, meanwhile,
was ursed to zo on with its zeneral educational work, which
it did, After another conference, a temporary Committee of
Jewish Education was created.

It was at this point (i,e.,, January, 1910) that Rabbi

Eichler, the head of the established Central Jewish Committee,
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sent an angry letter of protest to The Jewish Advocate. He
denounced the attempts of the Zionist Council's '"young men,"
and stated that Rabbis, such as those comprising the C.,J.C.,
were much better suited to deal with problems of Jewish
education, But editor de Haas, who printed rRabbi Eichler's
letter, added in a bitter accompanying editorial that, while
M, ..the sabbis have only...expressed grievances,...Zionist
'young men' have made substantive progress, especially with
respect to making Boston face up to its serious problems of
Jewish education,"124 He added that the Rabbis were defi-
nitely not as well suited as the Zionists to deal with prob-
lems of Jewish education because of their religious differ-
ences, and ¢ ",...that Rabbi Moses Z. Margolies, who rep-
resents the religious ooinion of the EOrthodoxJ Jewish ma=-
jority in Boston, would not attend...lﬁiéj Committee's
meetinzs [if| held in Rabbi Eichler's lemple!"125 Another
weakness of the Central Jewish Committee was that, althouzgh
there were six men on its board, the opinions of only two
of them=<Eichler's and targoliesb--ever were really con-
sidered, Eichler charged that the Zionist effort was a
duplication of that of the C.J,C,; however, the truth was
that the C.,J.C., had no real program of its own, and actually
had borrowed from the Zionists' platform, which The Jewish
Advocate had recently printedl

The Central Jewish Committee and the Zicnist Council

remained locked in competition for some time, but while they



feuded, the educational plans of neither organization could

be fully realized., Cooler heads must have prevailed eventually,
however, for the Zionist group apparently merged its educational
resources with those of the Central Jewish Committee. This

is implied by the fact that lr. Henry dHurwitz, the president

of the Zionist Council, is found working with Rabbi Eichler

in April, 19210, on behalf of the Hebrew Independent Club of

Ward ¢ (South End), which was busily enzazed in helping

=ducate the poor immigrants living there,126 Both were

workinez under the banner of the Central Jewish Committee in

this endeavor, so apparently the Zionists and the Rabbis

were able to come to some agreement as to how Jewish education
could be standardized in the city and thereby become more
effective in offsetting the encroachments of Christian cul-

ture and values in the Jewish community, rowever, since no
further mention was made in lhe Jewisn Advocate up to World

Wwar 1 concerning the implementation of these plans, it is

to be assumed that the whole idea of standardization of

Jewish education in Boston was but a means utilized by the
"Russian" Zionists to zet a firmer foothold in the Jewish

community of poston, Ihe Jewisih Advocate is replete with

articles showing the Zionists of "Aussian" origpin and the
established relizious coterie, which was comprised mainly
of "German" Reform Jews, at loggerheads over various plans
to improve the situation of the Jews of bLoston, Lf the

example of the Zionist plan to standardize Jewish education
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in the city is anv indication, then we have here an express
attermat hy the dussian Jews to talke centrol of the Loston
Jewish comwwmaity away Srom the Uerman Jews. Rabbi Eichler's
dzfense in lhe Jewish Advocate was not so much oa behalf of
the Central Jewish Committee as it was on behalf of the
efor" Dractices and nolicies of the German Jewish com=~
ounity,.  L(he wanine of Zionist resistance as a reflection
of ‘ussian resistance to the way the Central Jewish Commit-
teo aandled problers of Jew'sh education actually meant that,
for the moment at least, the Lerman Jews had held off their
iussian Jewish competition, 1t would appear, however, that
the tremcndous bacikingz which the Jdionists received with
resnect to their »lans for revampins Jetrisii education in
_oston demonstrated that the writinz was on the wall as far
as the Germen Jews were conceracd., 3doom the Jdussian Jews,
whao by 1214 were in nany cases alvost as acculturated and
As Jraspsrous as their Jermanh corelirionists, would hecome
force i the soston Jewish commmitye=and it

was comnetition over Jewishy education that helped them

()
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eventually to win out,!

siile the Ycheder" system of education was at best ime

[

serfect,; ‘it helned fotrm tho basis for a better and certainly

sore =iiicacious sysisr of education which eventually the
more Trosperous Mussian Jews could afford to create and main-
tain, Indeed, as the former imnizrants became wealthier and

moved out of the smualor and zeneral poverty of their llorth

Lnd =hetto and inte the Drichter world of ZSoston's suburbs,
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they could utilize their talents and money to upgrade their
Jewish schools as well as the quality of teaching, Charles
Ancoff recalls the excellence of such schools:

tetween 1910 and 1920,..there were superb

Hebrew schools everywhere, and one of

them, lvrioh, was probably the center of

the whole 'lvris b'lvris' (Hebrew-speaking)

movement in the country, Its teachers

included some of the finest pedagogues in

Jewish-American history. One need only

mention Hirsch and Tumaroft and Pollack...

They were enormously learned in their subjects

...[Ehey had] comnlete and contagious ded-

ication to their calling, Teaching in Hebrew

school was to them not merely a vocation or

a profession; it was a mission,128
This, of course, was a lons way from the origeinal "cheder,"
with its cramped guarters, its unhygienic conditions, and
its unqualified, unprofessional teachers., Nevertheless,
albeit tremendous improvements were made in Jewish education
between 1881 and 1Yl4, it still remained a problem. Indeed,
it was gettinez harder to motivate the Jewish student to learn
about his neritage, This was the same problem which faced
the German Jewish community. The almost disinterested ap=-
proach which the second-generation took with respect to its

Jewish education prompted The Jewish Advocate to chide: "To

such minds, history, tradition,..all these things are empty
and meanincless,"l2® Even the most streamlined and efficient
system of Jewish education would not be able to alter such

an attitude of apathy and disinterest. Indeed, not only the
German Jews were turning their backs on Jewish education;

by 1914 the East European Jewish immigrant in Boston was alsc
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guilty of lethargy in terms cf learnineg about his heritacze.
It would, therefore, appear as fact that the more acculturated
an ethnic proup becomes, the less interest it is going to
take with respect to perpetuating its own cultural and spir-
itual individuality. The traeedy of Eoston's Jewish settle=-
ment-=-which was a trasgedy of every minority group which ever
endeavored to become assimilated intc another, and larger,
ethnic group--was that it sacrificed most of its uniqueness
as a people and as a spiritual entity by allowineg itself to
be influenced completely by the material and social values
of the outgroup, First it was fhe German Jews, and then it
was the Aussian Jews who permitted American values to dissolve
their own heritage and turn it into a mere diluted form of
that which once represented the uniquely Jewish past, Many,
of course, would have defended the Jews' forfeiture of their
heritage as a valid thrust toward self-preservation, and
perhaps the assimilative predilections of the Jews of Boston
may have been correctly explained in this way, However, the
fact is that all the attempts to provide the immigrants with
Jewish education could not prevent them from almost completely
uprooting themselves from their Jewish past., Indeed, as we
shall soon see, it took the pain of outgroup rejection of

their presence to remind them of their true identity as Jews.

As The Jewish .Advocate editorialized in its May 30, 1913 issue:

“EAs far as Jewish education is concerned, onq] can no more

tackle the job as a whole than the ocean can be emptied by



buckets,.."130

On the other hand, the attempts by various organizations
to inculcate American values and culture was comparatively
an easier and much more successful task, The most important
value grasped by the Jew was the vital necessity of procuring
a good secular educaton in order to realize another important
secular value of America's capitalistic society-=-material
acquisition,l3l |[he immigrants knew that they could escape
their feelins of foreignness and their lowly socio=economic
status by conforming more to the image of an American citizen.,
I'his meant, first of all, undergoing the process of natural-
ization, For this purpose, special classes were set up in
1906 by the YMmHA at the Civic :House in boston, and there
schoolteachers tausht the immigrants how to read and write
English, Perhaps the most important course at the Civic
House was the teaching of the American Constitution,l132
Durine the summer months, when the weather became hot and
humid, the Civic Liouse moved its courses to the evening
hours, and set them up on the roof garden., lIhese famous
"Xoof Garden Classes,' which included courses in E&nglish,
American history and the American Constitution, were a big
help Lo those immiprants who, because of exhaustion or ill=-
ness, would otherwise have had to postpone attendance at
the classes until the winter,l133 The Civic House program
was so successful that later on the Y['HA set up a similar

institution in the South End.l134 The Civic liouse program
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was but one of many such programs which were especially
founded for the express purpose of educating the first=-
generation immigrant in the lanpguage and customs of this
country, so that he would be able to communicate with other
Americans as well as compete with them in business, 132

While the first-generation immigrants were occupied with
naturalization, they were ambitious for their children as
well, They saw how much benefit the nori-Jewish children
derived from a good secular education, and they wished the
same for their own offspring. Yet, beyond these practical
considerations was an adoration for learning in itself,
which had been part of the Jewish psychology for many centuries,
lhis esteem for education per se made the immigrant Jew more
than willing to accept and take advantage of the opportunities
of learninz which America offered him. but it was mostly
for economic uplifting that the immigrant wanted a good sec-
ular education for himself and even more for his sons. Hence,
the enthusiasm for learninz once manifested only in the ob-
taining of Jewish knowledze became the springzboard for his
hopes and ambitions for economic improvement. however, it
was not until the second ceneration of Jews in boston reached
school age that the ambitions that their fathers had originally
sought for themselves reached fruition, Indeed, it was the
offspring who made the economic inroads, but it was the

father who realized the dream,l13¢
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An amazing fact is that almost as soon as they began to
attend boston's public schools in the early 1900's, the Jewish
students dominated their non-Jewish counterparts in practically
every area of academic endeavor, From 1900 ro 1905, for
instance, 30 percent of the Franklin medals (i.e., prizes
which were presented to the most outstandine students in the
grammar schools of boston) were won by Jewish bovs, This
proportion of prizes was more than twice that to which they
were entitled to receive on the basis of the number of Jews
attendins the schools.l37 0On the high-school level, the
intellectual accomplishments of Jewish students wcre even mare
impressive, At the two leading hizihh schools--Zoston English
and boston Latin--the Jews won the greater share of almost
every available academic prize. as early as 1505, we find
tha the prize for rhetoric had developed into a contest
berween six boys, all of whom were Jewishl| The Jews also
led the way where extra-curricular activities were concernsd,
At Englisli Aish School, there was an orranization known as
"The Cadets,'" which had a prominent place in the school's an-
nual parade. Records show that of the 152 officers, thirty-
four were Jewish, with one of them making the rank of rajor
in the high-school battalion.l38 At Latin School, a brilliant
Jewish boy, lsadore A. Wyner, won the prize for rhetoric in
190% with an original poem. But he did not stop here; he
became the first Jew to win two prizes at Latin by also cap=-

turing the first prize in original composition.l39
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Unce cthey saw that they could succeed in competition
with non-Jews in the area of secular education, the Jews
bezan to attend Loston's public schools in larger numbers.
In 1914, 1,552 Jewish children esraduated the city's elementary
schools, which was 25% of the total number of graduates. The
percentagze of Jewish students to over-all graduates was even
higher in the high schools, XNot including the Roxbury Me-
morial High School, there were 462 Jewish boys and gzirls

zraduating from boston's high schools out of a grand total

Fh

of 1,2vY graduates, which makes the Jewish percentage about

244.3%s [his meant that the percentage of Jews getting a
secular education exceeded their total percentage in the
gseneral population by better than 200 percentil40

Even on the college and university level, Jews bezan to
make their presence noticed. Ly 1906, there were enough
Jewish students at Harvard College to found the Menorah
Society, a pro-Zionist body devoted to study and promction
of riebraic culture and ideals. The Society eventually came
to have great influence in boston's Jewish affairs, Harvard
also had a semitic Committee, and it was the reputation of
this body as well as that of the kMenorah Society which at-
tracted to its forums even in their earliest days such out-
standing Awnerican Jews as the renowned New York financier
and philanthropist Jacob 3chiff.l%4l Also, the Massachusetts

institute of Technolopy reperted an increase in Jewish en-

rollment as early as 1905,142



Y¥ost of the early immigrant settlers, however, could not
afford to send their children to Boston's high schools and
colleges. In the horth £nd, graduating from the Elict 3chool
{(for boys) and the John rancock 3chool (for girls) constituted
for most immigrant children the end of their formal education.
while all immigrants agreed on the necessity of public school
education, the recognition of a need for higher education was
much slower to develop. T[his was particularly true in the
case of girls, "College was not necessary for girls in those
days. They just had to learn how to cook,"143 The main
reason for limitations to secular education was economic,
schooling, although desirable, was an expensive venture,
Furthermore, by the time children graduated from grammar
school, they were old enough to render service in the store
or on peddling trips, &y going to school, the young man re-
moved himself as a possible source of income, and instead
strained an already hard-pressed family budeget, 1io those
who could afford it, hizh school and colleze were very at-
tractive, but it took a later-developing positive turn in
the economic fortunes of the fussian Jews in general to malie
niegher education possible for more of them.

While the first-generation immizrant struggled to make
hiesher education possible for his offsprins, he himself was
experiencing difficulties in obtaining the basic education
necessary for fitting into the American scene, The Civic

riouse and its sister organizations had been doing as much as
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possible to provide instruction for the immigrant, Llowever,
as the early 1900's brought more and more immigrants to
soston, those orsanizations found themselves so overloaded
with work that they could not possibly provide a basic
education for all who wanted or needed it. s a result,
only a lucky few were receiving the secular learning neces=-
sary for acculturation, while the vast majority were not,
Indeed, one might consider this predicament a repetition of
that of earlier days in the Horth End when the immigrant had
just arrived and, because he spoke no English and had little
opportunity to learn about American customs, was forced to
accept a life of isolation and indigence., The only difference
between these days and the earlier ones is that the problem
was magnified many times because of the much greater number
of immigrants settling in the city, The Jewish Advocate
described the sad situation of the i1mmigrant who needed, but
generally could rot get, a good btasic education in English
and American customs:

In the immigrants' heroic struggle for a

foothold in this country, nothing proves

more stubborn, at first, than his ignorance

of the Englist language, From the moment

he lands urntil the happy moment when he, at

last, drops his vernacular and begins to

speak and think in English, he is constantly

at a disadvantage.

All avenues of information, the sign, the
policeman, the newspaper, are closed to him,

The very means of a livelihood are denied
him, He cannot take to peddling; he cannot
learn a trade; he cannot obtain work, even
if he has a trade, because he cannot talk...



LAccordine to thqj frec zZoployment Cffice
for immierant Distribution, hundreds of
immisrants, all cood wmechanics, were turned
awav because they could not tall: English,
YCan he soealk a LIITLE?" was the final
guestion of nearly every emplover., To have
answered "no," was to have "called off the
deal."

Unfortunately the aid whichh is extended to
them in tihis up=-nill work has been up=-to-
date, limited in extent and weak in kind,

[he schools of the most crowded districts

%n our forgizn quarte;s have 9nl¥ cast a

deener sihadow on the darl: path of a weary

immigrant who, of an evenine, his only

chance for rest, wandered out in quest of

knowledge, ., 144
I'he immizrant found most daytime schools closed to him, and
it was onlv later that a few of the existins niceht schools
onened their doors to aim. Uutside of the aforementioned
Jivic iouse and a few other such orcanizations, the city did
not or could not helo the burseonins nopulation of East
Zurcnean Jewish immisrants becoine acculturated throuzh a
satisfactory program of secular education. &Lven the nrizht
schools could not =zet many Jewish imniprants to their classes
because they were tired after a day of arduous toil, burt
more so because the schools did not announce the obeninz of
their terms in Yiddish, It was not until 1903 that the city
of bLoston realized that, to interest the immisrant Jews (as
well as members of other immierant zrouns), it would nave to
invite them in their own tonzue. As a matter of fact, it
would be necessary for the nicsht schools to employ teachers

who could speak the lineua franca of the immicrants if they

were tc lezarn anythins at all.lé>
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Another problem with which the immigrant had to deal even
if he were fortunate enough to gain entrance into a night
school was the method of teaching employed by the school,
1t would appear that the immigrants, some of whom were intel-
lectually superior to their teachers, were treated in the
classroom as if they were but children., They were given a
child's primer from which to learn English, and then taught
as if they were small children who had never been subjected
to organized learning experiences before in their lives.

Ihe Jewish Advocate suggested to those schools that their
method of teaching English should be more pragmatic, with a
focus upon common, everyday objects utilized in daily life
(€+&+, Objects in the kitchen, the bedroom, etc,), with il-
lustrations in books and drawinss on the blackboard to act

as teaching aids.l45 There is no primary documentation to
show that the night schools took any or all of the news=-
paper's suggestions, It is, therefore, to be supposed that,
despite their good intentions, these schools continued plod-
ding along, improving their teachingz methods little if at all,
and thereby helping the immigrant less than he probably would
have preferred in learning the English language, The situation
of the immigrant Jews became worse when Consress passed laws
which tightened up the requirements for citizenship and
employment, They said in effect that no one under twenty-one
vears of age could be employed in a factory unless he passed

an examination enabling him to obtain an employment certificate,
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The examination would consist of reading and writing simple
sentences in English, As far a&s naturalization was con=-
cerned, this would be contingent upon passing a test similar
to that for obtainings a work permit, It would examine the
immierant's ability to read, write and speak English or some
other language, o "X"s representing personal signatures would
be allowed.147 While apparently these laws were meant to
protect native labor and restrict immigration to America's
shores, and were among the first of many attempts to keep
foreign people out of the country, they served also to keep
the channels of employment restricted almost completely to
peddling for those already here, The seriousness of the
situation can be seen by the fact that, of the 129,110 Jewish
immigrants who passed through the Boston port in 1905, 23,557
were illiterate,l48 hat would the mass of illiterate im-
micrants do for a living? «was there possibly enough peddling
trade in Zoston to go around for all of them? Or would they
become completely dependent upon the Jewish community for
their support? These were very pressing questibns which
needed successful solutions in order to prevent the pre-
cipitation of an economic crisis in the Jewish community of
Eoston potentially so dangerous as perhaps to be able to
crush the community entirely.

Uur sources seem to show a paradox in the Jewish com-
munity of Boston. Earlier tast European arrivals to the

city were beginning to achieve prosperity because of their
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exposure to a basic secular education provided by the Civic
House and similar institutions, Moreover, because of this
growing prosperity, their offspring were beginning to excel
in competition with non-Jewish youngsters in the secular
schools of the city., Both parent and child had, for the most
part, inzested the American value of a zood secular education
and were now ready to reap the fruits of second=-generation
success in this area., On the other hand, the later arrivals
to the city were starvinz and threatening to become dependent
upon their brethren--the Cerman Jews and the new prosperingz
Russian Jews of the 1880-1900 era, It was, therefore, up to
both elements of the established Jewish community to get to=-
zether to provide these indipent Jewish settlers with en-

courasement and, especially, with philanthropic aid.

CANCE 1. [HE BOSIOW JEWLSH

b=

He PUILANTEROPY AND ITS SIGHIF

COMMUNLTY

If it were not for the wvarious philanthropic orzanizations
which were created and maintained by Loston's Jews durins the
years of heavy Russian Jewish immigration, it is probably
unlikely that the latter would have been able to survive,

It took, however, a definite affirmation by the older gen-
eration of Jews (i.e.,, the early community of CGerman Jews)
to assume the responsibility for their Russian brethren,

This affirmation manifested itself in the creation of the

Boston Hebrew Emiesrant Aid Society, whose sole responsibility
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was to aid the immigrant. Unfortunately, however, when its
London counterpart, the Mansion tlouse Fund, sent 415 refugees
to Boston in June, 1882, the Society did not accept them, but
inexplicably shipped them on instead to New York. By this
act, the Society exhausted its existing funds and was there-
by forced to disband,l4?

This failure by the German Jewisii community was bad
enough, but another one a year later was even worse, During
the winter of 1883, many Russian Jews were in need of charity;
however,the city's established Jews were too slow in pro-
viding it. Hence, some eighteen families became disillusioned
and wished to return to Russia., The President of the now
defunct Hebrew Emigrant Aid Society approved this idea, but
was unable to finance it. The immigrants, therefore, turned
to a non=-Jewish organization, the Boston Provident Association,
for the financial help that their own community would not
provide, The Provident Association appointed the President
of the Emigrant Aid Society to provide the money to help
these Aussian Jews return to their homeland. Unfortunately,
this action did not satisfy the immigrants, who simply went
ahead with their demands for assistance from the Provident
Association, After some months of such demands, the Associa-
tion decided to provide the Russian Jews with the financial
assistance which would allow them to return home. The As-
sociation then hired an interpreter of Yiddish to inform the

immigrants that they ought to gzo to the Commonwealth Alms
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House in the town of [ewksbury, so that the state would
properly be able to handle the affair, The interpreter

told the people that the Commonwealth of lrassachusetts would
pay the passage home for all those who wished to go, All
that the Jews would have to do is spend some time in the
state poor house, Some went to the poor house, but were
apparently very disappointed at the lack of substantive
action taken by the Association. It would seem that the
state's solution of the problem of an indigent Russian Jew
who wished to return home was simply to have him go to the
poor house, where he would probably have to remain without
help for the rest of his days. At any rate, the Massachusetts
Board of Charities did agree to send back to Eastern Europe
all those indigent Jews whom the influential Jacob Hecht
thus recommended, At the same time, the Boston Provident
Association provided some temporary assistance for all those
Jews recommended by Hecht, who was then the President of the
United Hebrew Benevolent Association, Up to that moment,
the U,H.B.A. had not really involved itself in the affairs
of the Russian immigrant, It actually took the interven-
tions of two non-Jewish charitable organizations--the Boston
Provident Organization and the Board of Charities--to wake
poston's German Jewish community up to the fact that the
Jewish immigrants were their responsibility. The Tewksbury
incident prompted the United Hebrew Henevolent Association

to reconsider its policy toward the immigrant, By 1889,
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therefore, the Association was already engaged in activities
on behalf of the Russian Jewish immigrant, It sought out
full responsibility for Jewish immigrants to Boston, This
is seen by the fact that it petitioned the Treasurer of the
United States to grant permission to the Association to re-
present detained immigrants at deportation hearings. In
that same year, the right to present pruper evidence in cases
involving Jewish immigrants was given to the United Hebrew
Benevolent Association,l150

By 1895, some of the Russian Jews were financially able
to provide for the creation of self-help organizations for
those of their brethren yet to come from Eastern Europe.
Hence, each group--the German Jews and the Russian Jews--
founded ‘‘am organization dedicated to immigration aid,
These were the American Committee for Ameliorating the Con-
dition of the Russian Refugees and the Benoth Israel Shelter-
ing Home. These institutions showed microcosmically how far
apart the German and Russian Jewish communities of Boston
were, For even though both institutions had the same basic
goals, they carried out different tasks and even received
financial support from different groups of Jews in the city.
The big difference between the communities, however, was seen
in the type and degree of help which each institution could
and did provide., The German Jews were in a better position
to provide the immigrants with jobs, since the Germans were

much better acquainted with American business practices,
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lhe Russian Jews, however, were not well acquainted with
these business practices, nor were they as financially able
to help their brethren as were the Germans, The best that
they could do was provide them with temporary shelter and
food. The difference in scope of activity does not neces-
sarily mean that the organizations were in competition with
each other, OUn the contrary, the very fact that the work
in which each institution engaged complemented that of the
other must have meant a measure of cooperation and concord.
“"The significant accomplishment of these years is the achieve-
ment of a spirit of co-operation among the disparate groups."l51
[here was another Tewksbury affair which showed the

amount of co-operation between the German Jews and the Rus=-
sian Jews through their respective immigrant aid societies
and the functions which each institution carried out:

Eleven Jews were detained [in 1291 on

the charze of receiving illeral assistance

in migration, and were sent to the Tewksbury

Alms House, O learning this, the President

of the Sheltering lLome consulted with Mr,

[Lehmanrj Pickert, President of the United

.lebrew benevolent Association, on the best

way to free the detairees, The two men

retained Uwen A, Galvin, attorney, who

entered a protest, ieanwhile, the [ tenoth

lsrael dhelteringj r'ome supplied bond for

the immisrants, ard sent supplies of kosher

food to the nlms nouse, Lhe President of

the btenevolent WAssociation succeeded in

arranging tor the release of all the Tewks-

bury immicrantSeeeld2

Later immiszrant aid institutions more or less paralleled

taese early orpanizations, except the work which they did,
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as well as the methods emploved to carry them out, was more
sophisticated and more amplv financed., This meant a wider
and more efficient coverage of aid given, Moreover, new
services supplementing or even supplantinz some of those
already provided could be added, depending on the needs of
the immiszrant at any varticular moment, These new services
often made obsolete those provided by the older institutions,
insofar as the work of the Russian-founded Hebrew Immigrant
Aid Society was concerned, there was much activity which
naralleled the endeavors of the Benoth Israel Shelterins
dome. 'The work of the Home began to decline, however, as
the Russiar Jewish comnmunity gradually prospered. The new-
comers to Boston soon were able to turn to their families

and friends who were now zainine an economic foothold in the

-l

City.

his made the Shelterinz Home's work of providing
temnorary shelter and food less necessary. Un the other hand,
the rrowinz complicetions concerning immiepration procedures
and the increasing number of deportation cases caused the
immiprants to be more in need of legal aidy This was a
service which the Hebrew lmmigrant Aid Society could and
did provide, 4s a result, the Sheltering dome suffered fi=-
nancially, although it continued to function through 1914,
since its services were apparently still needed by a portion
of the immisrant population,l33

In terms of the early German contribution to immigrant

aid the Americar Committee for Amelioratine the Condition of
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the Russian Refugees, Boston Branch, which added a Free
Employment Bureau in 1892, also began to lose importance

for the same reason that the Benoth lsrael Sheltering Home
did, prore and more family members and friends were securing
jobs for newcomers to the city, dowever, with the numbers
of Russian Jewish immigrants in bLoston reaching almost over=-
whelmine proportions, a need for immigrant dispersal was
created, Hence, under the financial auspices of the Baron
de Hirsch Fund, the Industrial Removal Office was created,
I'ne principal job of the Boston Branch was to encourage the
settlement of skilled laberers in the small towns of Massa-

chusetts, The Jewish Advocate reported in July, 1%14, on

the success of this venture, It said that in 1901, for in-
stance, the total Jewish population in such towns as Chicopee,
.iolyoke, North Adams, UNorthampton, Pittsfield, and Spring=-
field totalled only 1,100, Thirteen years later, however,

the town of Holyoke alone had more than that number of Jews.
lloreover, there were now Jews settline in towns which here-
tofore had never known a Jewish resident, These included

the communities of Athol, Turner's Falls, Shelbourne Falls,
Deerfield, Greenfield, and Westfield. By World War 1, there
were about 11,0000ews living in towns west of Boston, which
was a ten-fold srowth in Jewish population from the beginning
of the project in the early ]_900'5.154 In the years between
1503 and 1914, the Office assisted almost 2,600 Russian Jewish

immisrants,135
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It was through their efforts on behalf of immigrant aid
that the German and Russian Jewish communities were able to
find a mutual interest and eventual cooperation. It was not
until a concerted effort to create a network of philanthropic
agencies was made, however, that the means and the basis for
an united Jewish community were found. Indeed, between the
years 188l and 1%l4, Jewish charity in boston became trans-
formed from an informal, inexpensive venture into a sophis=-
ticated, well-financed and highly organized one, In the days
of German Jewish settlement in Boston, the only philanthropic
aid societies in the city were the aforementioned United
dJdebrew senevolent Agsociation and ar erganization of Jewish
womer called in its early days the lHebrew Ladies' sewing
Society, This group, which was orpanized by lrs. Jacob Hecht,
supplemented the financial assistance of its brother organiza-
tion with blankets and clothing,l36 The fact that these two
orzcanizations were the only ones existingz by the time that
the Aussian Jews began settling in poston shows how little
the German Jews needed charity. OUn the other hand, the srowth
of Jewish philanthropy during the next thirty years demonstrates
equally well just how much their Russian brethren needed it,

The rreat wave of immigration commencins in the 1880's
made it clear almost immediately how inadequate the existing
philanthropic structure was to cope with this new situation,
The many new immigrants coming to Boston precipitated a

crisis in philanthiropy. The immigrants needed more than the
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temporary assistance which the United Hebrew Benevolent
Association and the Hebrew Women's Sewinz Society (the
organization's new name) were able to provide, The truth
was that the Russian Jews needed permanent jobs, housing,
sustenance and eeneral security, These things could not be
provided by the Zenevolent Association and the Sewing Society
alone, :elp was needed, and it was needed immediately.

The economic erisis amongz Boston's Jewish immierant
pepulation became more widespread and intensive, North End
children went throush the streets sellinz inexpensive objects

or simply bezeine for money. TIhe Jewish Chronicle of Bosten

describes such a scene:

Every night on a stroll throush the
principal streets of boston you will
find little ranszed Jewish urchins,
usually in small crowds, baading on
corners with a small bundle of papers.
You are first greeted with "risrter,
please buy a paper,' and then, %“rister,
please zive me a few cezts," . met
little J,-=--E,--~, is father is in
the raz business, e turned springs
and somersaults at the rate of three
for a nickel, Come and take these
children off the streets|l157

3y the 1890's, the United Hebrew Benevolent Association
realized that it could not by itself accomplish the respon-
sibility of providines nhilanthrooic aid for the Russian Jew=-
ish immiprant. As a matter of fact, effective charitable
activity would require the concerted efforts € all the
ohilanthropic organizations then begianing to emerge in

Boston, as well as those subsequently created to cope with
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the socio-economic crisis facing the Russian Jews. .ence,
at the annual meeting of the U.H.S5.,A. in February, 1893,
Rabbi Solomon Schindler of Iemple Adath lsrael was named
chairman ¢f a special committee to get in touch with other
pailanthropic 2roups in order to pool their resources by
effecting an amalgamation among all of them., After two
vears of planning and discussions, the amalgamation of
Hoston's philanthropic organizations was completed. This
gzeneral organization of the city's charities was called the
federation of Jewish Charities and may very well have been
the first such Federation of its kind in America.l38

As far as the internal arrangements of the rfederation
were concerned, it was proposed and the motion accepted,
first of all, to include the United Hebrew benevolent Asso-
ciation and the Hebrew Women's Sewing Society, with the Leo-
pold lMorse Lome (an orphanage), the uLoston sranch of the
saron de nirsch Fund, and the Chevra Kadesha (i.e., the
Charitable Burial Society).l3® TIhe member agencies were to
continue to collect and distribute charity as they had done
in the past, and Kabpbi Schindler was to organize a central
registration office and raise a corps of volunteer fund-
raisers,l6U Eventually, it was decided to have every con-
tribution of a charitable nature, no matter for wihich par-
ticular charity it was originally intended, become part of
the rederation's ever-all treasury, Lt was then up to the

rederation's rinance Committee to arrange the division of



the funds between each deserving organization with allocations
made according to the needs of the individual member institu-
tions.1®l This plan to divide all the funds among the Fed-
eration's charities according to the needs of the individual
organizations was a good one if seen as an attempt to make

the rederation a more efficient body, one whose work was
centralized and well organized. nowever, it had its draw-
backs as well, because in concentrating the work, the red=-
eration automatically gained absolute <ontrol of all the

funds of its member agencies.162 It would seem that the
division oi the monies would have been scrutinized very closly
by each agency, and in all probability they would have had
disagreements about now the money was distributed. however,
since there were apparently no reports of such disagreements,
one may surmise that vested interests were not permitted by
the rederation to interfere with the carrying through of
policies which would ameliorate the critical economic situation
wiiich then faced the Jewishh immizrants in Lboston.

Ihe worlt by tne rederation of Jewish Charities oI Loston
was unguestionably efficient and certanly successiul, [he
Jederation accomplished its first =oal, which was the raisins
of funds adequate to meet the demands of immigrant aid, In
its first year of operation, the rederation expended $27,628,
which was an increase of 2&0% over what had been raised by
Soston's charities in 18¢3, and 700% over 1889,163 gy 1905,

the Boston Charities combined were spending about $75,000
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annually in order to carry out their work in a thorousgh
manner, Cf that needed sum, the Federation provided about
543,000,165 with the rest apparently either coming from
non=-!"ederation sources or beinz used by non-rfederation azen-
cies,

The importance of forming a federation of Jewish Char-
ities in Eoston cannot be exaggerated. In earlier days, the
important step had been to unite the leading German Jewish
philanthropic institutions, Now, the important move was the
inclusion of these philanthropic organizations which were
supported by the Russian Jews themselves, In February, 1°08&,
the rederation officially expanded, includinsz now the Nt,
Sinai Dispensary, the Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society, and the
Benoth Israel Shelterins lome.l®3 This Greater Federation
of Jewish Charities survived a couple of difficult Loston
winters, and even prospered to the point of being able
eventually to spend large sums of money without recourse to
emeregency funds. The prosperity which the Greater rederation
experienced in the years prior to World war I would seem to
have demonstrated a hizh degree of harmony between German
and Russian Jews, at least insofar as their mutual phil=-
anthroric endeavors were concerned., !‘oreover, not only did
the two eroups eXperience good relations among taeir in-
dividual charities and institutions, but they also began to
work well topether by uniting Serman and Russian organizations

under a cormon headins and administration. This was espe-
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cially true in terms of the philanthropic efforts by German
and Rusgian Jews toward the aged anc the orphaned,

In rarch, 188%, the Leopold lorse home had been founded
under the auspices of a German Jewish institution, the
Montefiore Lome and Aid 3ociety. [(he lorse (nome was sube
sidized by the rontefiore Society and the Lebrew Women's
Sewing Society, and it therefore operated comfortably as an
ornphanz~a, The Hussian Jews, however, did not use the
ornhanage's services, Instead, they purchased the property
of the 3aint Elizabeth Hospital and converted it into a home
for destitute children, The idea of a Xussian-svonsored
home for destitute children was the brainstorm of a new group
of Russian Jewish immigrant women, the Ladies' ..elping nand
Society., At their annual meeting in 1897, they publicly
announced that thev were about to raise a fund for an orphan's
home., Many Russian Jews did not receive the news with jovy,
since they were well aware that the Leonold rorse Bome already
existed, and that probably all that could result from this
move by the hLelping Hand Society would be conflict with the
German Jews, The Society did not wish to incur opposition
to its idea, so the nlan was chanred and a fund was raised
for the establishment of a temporary home. A meeting was
held at the Beth Israel Svnasogue to discuss the opening of
such an institution, After weeks of arduous work, a commit-
tee was sdected to procure the home and to see to the par-

ticulars necessary for opening it to the public., Hence, in



189%, the 3aint LElizabeth hHospital was bought by lr. Samuel
Borofsky, a Russian Jew who dabbled in politics. The opening
of this institution, which was civen the name of “The Helpinrc
Hand Temporary Home for Destitute Children," was held on
December 24, 182¢,166

The Temporary lome operated successfullv, and without
the aid of any organized philanthropic aid, for a number of

vears., Lts success as & privately-endowed institution was

so outstanding that in July, 1905, The Jewish Advocate was
proudly able to proclaim: '"Unaided by any larse donations
from any one or more philanthropists, the institution has
erown steadily until at present it stands free of any debt
and throuch its many demands it is compelled to enlarge its
quarters.“167 Therefore, in_l?O?, the liome's subporters
purchased iand for a larger building, and they set about
erectine it on property facing rranklin Park in Roxbury.l68
The cornerstone for the Tempcrary home was laid in 1910,
530,000 of a needed §$100,000 was already in the iome's cof-

fers, and The Jewish Advocate, in reflecting the opinion of

many of its readers, stronply sugeested a consolidation of
the Temporary iHome with its older sister institution, the
Leorolé tiorse Home.l0Y [he Temporary lome suffered some
financial setbacls, bhut construction continued. Finally,
in 1911, the Federation agsreed to the merger of the Tem-
porary .lome and the Leopold Morse Lome, The merger was

completed in December, 1912, when the director of the Leopold
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dorse -ome accented the terms for the union of the two homes.
The merger of the German-sponsored Leopold | orse .iome and
the Russian-sponsored Temporary nome for Destitute CUhildren
was indicative cf two very impertant developments in the Bos-
ton Jewish community: a) Russian-German unity of institutional
effort was now on the way to becoming a reality. This, how-
ever, would not have been possibleunless b) the Russian
Jews achieved equality with the Germans as measured by af-
fluence, efficiency in administration and, probably, also
acculturation.l?o It woulad apnear that it was even desirable
now for the Lermnan Jews to include the Russian Jews in their
philanthrooic rplans, Indeed, when doctors and leaders of
the German Jewish community founded the kt. Sinai Dispensary
in 1903, they took the initiative of asking the Russian Jews
to participate in the sunport of the institution throush
a mt. Sinai Society and lLadies! Auxiliary. But the in-
activity of the xKussian Jews in this project was quite
noticeatle., Finally, the Russian Jews abandoned the ¢t.
Sinai Dispensary completely in order to work on a project
of their own~--the foundation of the peth Israsl Lospital.
Althouclh: the Uerman Jews did not look too favorably upon
this project at the time, they eventually came around, and
after 1l¥l4, both the Aussian Jews and the verman Jews worked
tosether on the Beth Israel Hospital oroject.17l
The rcrowings cooperation between the Russian and German
Jewish communities, as seen in the exampnles of the lLeonold

orse pone and the [emsorary nome and the [t. 3inai and Beth




Israel -osoitals, shows that dissimilar groups of Jews can
find the means for rapprochement on a community level, Even
thouch these means were found in the economic crises of
their immierant brethren, they still helped bring about the
desired results., Mutual philanthronic endeavors were the
lzey which opened the door to community cocperation between
Aussian and German Jews, and ‘they also rave hope for an

evolving unity between the two =roups in the years to come.

e JEWISH-CHRISTIAN RELATIC..S IN 303TON

T'o say that the lLoston Brahmins and the immisrants who
came to their city did not set along very well with one
another would be to indulze in ~ross understatement., The
najority of Brahmins were restrictionists; they nreferred
to kXeep Boston free from any and all immierant croups, not
just Jews, Aknow-iothins prejudice had wrealed havoc amone
~oston's nativist population, the tensions with the im-
mirrant (Ixish Catholics leavinz a zenerally bad taste in
their mouths, The RAussian Jews, however, did nrovoke
interest and comment, St+rictly speakinz, the Jews were
not new to boston by the time that the Russians bezan to
arrive, After all, the German Jews had occupied residences
in Boston from the middle 1300's, and individual Jews had
been known to live in the city well before that, A very
complex tradition entered into the contemporary view of the

aussian immigrant:
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The oldest part of that tradition was

intellectual: first, the admiration

for the ancient llebrew as the fountain-

head of Christianity, inherited from

the sevénteenth-century Puritans; second,

2uilt and sympathy for the persecuted

Jew, stimulated by the philosophy of

humanitarianism in the nineteenth cen=-
The German Jewish settlement in the 1840's, however, added
an aesthetic image of the Jew--and one which did not coin=-
cide with his lefty heritage. He was now seen also as a

r

lowly peddler with a German accent, and a foreigner who was
ridiculed for his abstinence from pork.l.’3 pMoreover, the
Brahmins feared as well as admired the Jew's atility to make
monev. The protests of James Russell Lowell and Henry Adams
were characteristic of a2 new reaction, &tnglish intellectuals
(e.8., Thomas Carlyle) resented the presence of Jews in pro-
per European society, as well as tneir vital role in the
economic life of the British Empire, This prominence of
Jews in overseas economics confused the EBrahmins, who some-
times reflected their own insecurity in the dread image of
the Jews as intrernational bankers by such protests against
Jewish immieration as those raised by Lowell and Adams, This
resentment of the Ansclophile Boston Zrahmin minority was
extended to include the poor Aussian Jewish immierant who
came to the city., The so-called '"scientific'" interpretations
of oresumably unbiased reformers and sociologists gave a new

meaning to the strensth of rhe ancient lebrew, and thereby

helped transform the harmless image of the indigent russian



Jewish immigrant into a guestionable 5r:ereo|:ype.lm

The Engzlish social reformer Arnold white was influential
in fanning the flames of fear and unrest among boston's
nativists. White warned Americans that London had become
a kind of way station where thousands of physically-deficient
and indigent Jews were being prepared to meet the examinations
at £llis Island. white's remarks apparently set off similar
reactions among staunch Boston restrictionists. <Kobert DeC,
Ward believed, as did White, that /merica was only encouraging
the despotic practices of curopean countries when it became
willing to accept their '"worst' classes of people. 3enator
Hdenry Cabot Lodege doubted that the country could make good
Americans out of Kussian Jews, RAussian Jews began to be
regarded with skepticism. dacist William £, xipley had
uncomplimentary views about mussian Jews which facilitated
a rather unconzenial image of the Jew.l173

Eventually, the intellectuals could find something nes-
ative to say abtout the Jew no matter wnat zood traits he
showed, For instance, his low rate of mortality and criminality
might have been considered an index to the Jew's resistance
to social and physical dezeneration., [he compliment was
sometimes dubious, however, as it implied a [ixity of pur-
pose and an imperviousness to environment as well as a de-
tachment from the American scene, i.oOreover, consistent with
the Russian Jew's seli-imposed isolation, he certainly had to

be too individualistic.176
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gy the early 1900's anti-semitism was surely a fact of
the Jew's existence. 1t was believed that his biological
nature made it inpossible for him te fit into the American
way of life. Indeed, eugenicists such as Dr, Charles &,
Davenport believed that the Russian Jew nad too much in-
tense individualism and too many ideals of sain at the cost
of any interest to allow him tc find compatibilicy with the
majority of bBoston's nopulation. Jhe latter, who were
mostly wsnglish and Scandinavien in make-up, had values which
seemningzly made for greater comminity commitment, more hcnest
techniques for personal advancement and more desire to
inculcate other family members with rceligious and patriotic
ideals.l77 The Jew was an object of deprecation and social
ostracism in the early years of the twentieth century. Al-
thoughh stereotypes fluctuated in emphasis, the total im-
pression apparently gained credence. Jegzative experiences
with Jews probably became generalized, whereas positive
experiences with Jews may have been either disregarded as
deviating from the norm, or reinterpreted to have negative
meaning. The Anglo-3axon value system it would seemn, ser-
ved as the standard, and any variance from the system by
any outzroup was tantamount to being inferior to that system.
The Anzlo-Saxon image of all other minority groups was most
likely ethically impersonal, which would in all probability
make it impossible to apneal to the Brahmins on moral grounds

tc acceot the outgroup happily inte their community. The
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Brahmins apparently had made up their minds that they would
not be "tainted" by Jews or any other outgroups. Hence, up
until World War 1, their approach to the immigrants was
most likely restricted to ignoring them through social
ostracism (though they probably continued to trade with
them) or openly attackins them in the harshest possible ways,
The anti-Jewish feelings of boston's nativist population
was most clearly seen in daily intercourse between the Jews
and their non-Jewish neighbors., Indeed, more than once the
non-Jews kept from the Jews many life-preserving services,
In the human jungle of the North End, a doctor's care was
hard to obtain, Ihe Jews always dreaded having to call a
non-Jewish doctor, because, more often than not, he would
not heed even the cries of a dyineg child, In October, 1895,

The American Hebrew reported the following incident:

The Jews living in Eoston's Ghetto are
having a hard time of £. The laws are
beineg made to oppress them heavily and
2 paysician livine among them refused
to treat them, showing a lack of hu-
manity that should cause him to be read
out of the profession.

A little child fell into a tub of water,
and when taken out by the frantic mother
was unconscious, and was carried to the

office of ur, C, 'zobron, 130 3zlem st,

althousgh the mother zot down on her knees,
it is claimed that the door was shut in her

face, with the statement: 'we don't want
any Jews; what's more, we will not treat
them,"

The mother carried her child back to her
rooms, and friends did all in their power
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to resuscitate the little one, but withe
out success,

A witness called on The Boston Globe,
and according to his story the child's
life could have been saved by a few
moments' work by a physician,

To test the truth of the statements made
concerning Dr., Gobron, a Globe man called
on him, and here is what he said: "I
don't =zo to the Jewish people for my prac-
tice. 1 don't propose to have a house
full of tramps,

"I am a member of the .assachusetts
Medical Society, and none of the big
professors disturb themselves over these
cases,

"What are the hospitals for, and what are
the ambulances for?

"I am here to make my living, not to wait ,
on people for nothing, especially 'sheenies,!'"178

The bitterly anti-Jewish feeling reflected in the actions and
words of Dr, Gobron were, unfortunately, too typical, liore-
over, it was seen in practically all aspects of the Jews' re-
lationships with non-Jews, It was especially seen in the
areas of education, religious practices, immizration restric=-
tions, the communication media, and general social inter=-
course between Jews and non-Jews,

Insofar as education is concerned, we find here perhaps
the createst cause for sorrow, because it is in this area
of life that Jewish children came into sharp ané most un-
pleasant contact with anti-Jewish prejudice, Despite the
fact that he was winning most of the academic prizes, the

Jewish child was never really allowed to enjoy his success
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outside the fold of his own family or of the Jewish com=
munity. [he Jewish child was never allowed to forget his
Jewish identity., The best way of doing this was ostracism of
the Jew when it came to extra-curricular activities. The
Jewish Advocate, in an editorial printed in its ray 27, 1910,
issue, lambasted the fraternities and the presidents of the
various colleges in the Boston area for their attitude toward
the Jewish students in their midst, The editorial said that
since the fraternities have baen excluding Jewish students
from their ranks, the latter have been forming their own
social ranks, [he presidents of the colleges, however, de-
nounced the Jewish students for the solely Jewish membership
of their social groups, [he editorial chided the presidents
for taking such a stand, The Jews would in all probability
not have formed Jewish clubs if the non-Jewish [raternities
had not practiced social exclusiveness and ostracism in the
first place, IHowever, the college presidents did not say
anything to the non-Jewish fraternities--only to the Jewish
social clubs,l’9 This shifting of the onus of blame by
non-Jewish educators from the non-Jewish culprits to the
Jewish students was probably typical of weak men in academic
Yhot seats" who, in order to save their own skins in a
ticklish situation, would take the easy way out, And, of
course, the easy way out was to blame the Jews, who could

not help but come out of the situation having even less of

a good image than beiore,
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Jewish students suifered in other ways. for instance,
it was reported to Ilhe Jewish Advocate thatjprofessors in
certain colleges and universities in boston gave low grades
or even zeros to students who happened to be Jews, lMore=-
over, these same institutions had quota restrictions on
Jewish matriculation.l80 Jewish students were also forced
to read nezative remarks about themselves in college text-
bool’s. At Harvard College, for instance, a history text-
bnok included the remark: "The expulsion of the Jews from
Hussia was justifiable."lal At prarlborough high School, the
school newspaper, Ihe Clarion, printed a comic dictionary.
Une of tie editions of the paper included in this dictionary
the following definition: "'Arson,' derived from the Hebrew
(sece insurance)."]-d2 Inis obvious reference to the stereo-
type of the Jew wno would burn down his business premises
in order to collect the insurance money so angered Jacob de

daas, editor of lhe Jewish Advocate, that he immediately

oenned a letter to the principal of rarlboroush aigh School,
asking for a retraction of this dviously anti-semitic remark,
wevertheless, the damage had been done,..

another difficulty witi which the Jewish student had to
contend was his forced participation in school religious
exercises. Jewish children were forced to take part in sos=-
ton public school Christmas exercises,l®3 At the same time,
it was well known that public school teachers zave Jewish

children bad marks as a penalty for having stayed out of
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school on Jewish holidays.l®% (n the college level, pre-
judice was often more or less uncfficial and more perceptible
on the student level, For instance, even though the Com-
mencement speaker at Harvard Uollege in June, 1907, was a
Jew (i.e., tr., Arthor Mayer), a sign hung in a nearby dormi=-
tory read: “iebrews need not register."lss

Une of the most notorious incidents of these pre-world
War L davs in the field of education concerned a bitter con=-
frontation of Jews with non-.Jews. In 1905, mMrs, Julia Duff,
a member of the Boston School Eoard, verbally attacked kMiss
Mildred Kallen, a Jewish woman who taueght in the West End
public schools. There did not seem to be a solid reason for
it, but !xrs. Duff took every opportunity to attack Miss
fallen, She continually recommended having pMiss Kallen ex-
pelled, presumably because of her Jewish heritage.lf0® [he

Jewish Advocate worked hard during this period to protect

the rights of both Jewish students and Jewish teachers., Al-
though most of their efforts were in vain, some succeeded,
The most outstanding of these successes was the active part

taken by The Jewish Advocate in the case of Mrs, Duff and her

friend Mr., William Harrington, the headmaster of the Wasning-
ton School in the heavily Jewish West End., The latter, alonc
with prrs. Duff, had seen to it that few Jewish teachers were
allowed to practice in this school; hence, both were ul-
timately expelled from their positions.137 Nevertheless,

such successes were indeed rare, and the paradox of academic
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success in an environment of anti-Jewish feeling and action
apparently lasted well beyond the period under discussion
in this papersse.

The Jews also suffered when it came to their religious
practices, Their difficulties in this area usually mani-
fested themselves when their practices ran counter to the
relipious practices of the non-Jewish community., ©Often the
economic life of the immigrant Jew suiferel, because his
holidays differed from those of his Christian neighbors,
The problem especially focussed itself on the subject of
the sabbath, Here, the Jews and dhristians came into con-
flict on the interpretation of the sunday law, which, if
conscientiously applied, would allow the Jews to work on
Sunday. LHowever, the Christians, whose sabbath falls on
sunday, tried to get around the law, lookines for loopholes
which would force the Jews to Xeep tneir businesses closed
on Sunday as well as saturday. In this task they were aided
by the Boston rolice Department, practicallv all of which
was Christian, The upshot of all this was a heightening of
tensions between Jews and Christians, Ihe American :tebrew
reports on the differences uvf opinion concerning sabbath
regulations, and how poorly the Jews fared, no matter how
strong their protests or now correct they might have been
concerning their interpretation of the sabbath law:

Salem Street is the scene of considerable

excitement at the present moment, This
is a section of Boston poulated by ortho=-



dox Hebrews, and they have been consid-

erably agcitated by the recent edict,

issued by [Police] Captain Cain, obliging

all places of business to be closed on

Sunday; consequently, if they are compel-

led to close their stores on the Lord's

Day, they must necessarily lose two days

in each week., Again, a large portion of

their Sunday business is done with itin-

erant peddlers who come to the city on that

day to buy their goods, starting out apain

rionday morning,

with but two or three excepticns, the

police reported all stores closed last

Sunday; but it is the intention of the

storekeepers to carry the matter to the

courts and interestinz results are looked

for,l158
The prosecutions asainst the Jews for lkeeping their stores
open on Sundays were made under the auspices of new 3Sunday
legislation, The interpretation of this law by city of-
ficials and police made the new rule no different for the
Jews from that of legislation of the past., lMoreover, it
seemed that in all cases the non-Jewish interpretation of
the law was upheld by the judges of the municipal court,.

The provision of the law which zranted the Jews certain

orivilezes is as follows: '"Whoever conscientiously believes
that the seventh day of the week ought to be observed as
the sabbath, and actually refrains from secular business or
labor on that day, shall not be liable to the penalties of
this section for performing secular business and labor on
the Lord's Day, if he disturbs no other person,"13¢ However,
this provision meant nothing at all to the judges, It was

true that some Jewish shopkeevers did not close their busines-
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ses at ©:00 P.... on Friday evenings, but still refrained
from doinz business until 6:00 P.r. on saturday evening,
and that another group (usually Reform Jews) did not close
their shops at all., As a rule, though, the Jewish shop=-
keepers closed their places of business at 6:00 P.M. on
Friday evening and did not reopen them until 6:00 P.M. Sat-
urday evenine. The courts, however, made no distinction
whatsoever, They held that no one doing business under any
of these conditions had the right to keep his shop open on
Sunday, for the same reason that the law was not being obeyed
if the stores were not closed on Sunday from midnight to
midnight., Moreover, it was understood that the meaninz of
the word "disturbance" in the provision was under interpreta-
tion, This was the loophole which North End non-Jewish
residents used to call the police on Sunday morning, Their
complaint was that the Jewish stores which were open at this
time "“disturbed" them as they were on their way to church
services. This brought the police to the scene in a hurry,
and they would see to it that the Jew closed his business
for the balance of the day.lgo The penalty for violating
the law was a fine which ran anywhere from $50,00 to $500,00,
dependings upon the seriousness of the offense.l9l T[his, of
course, was a sum which the usually indigent Russian Jewish
immierant could ill afford,

The police used the word "disturbance' to apply to any

kind of Jewish activity on sunday, not just the economic,
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In July, 1905, the police of the South End sweoped down
upon some musicians who were engarped to play at a Jewish
weddine in that area, The members of the band were hailed
into court and fined heavilv under an extension of the
meshine of the word "disturbance," It was felt that the
Jewish music would disturb non-Jews in the area, Moreover,
even if it did not, there is a qualification of the Sunday
law dealing with the playing of music on this day. 1t
states that a concert of sacred music may be held, but only
for religious purposes, (owever, since the musicians were
to play for a Jewish wedding, which certainly is to be con-
sidered a2 relisious event, they never should have been fined,
Nevertheless, they were, and there was no appealinz the
court's decision,1%Z

[hroughout the pre-World War 1 vears, the Christians
actively engaged in missionizing endeavors in the Jewish

sections of the ci.t:y'.i-"'3

Probably the Jews became so sen-
sitive to Christian missionizing that they seemed to in-
ternret what appeared as honest attempts at good-will by

other Christians as simply more attempts to convert them., Une
of the most outstandine examples of Jewish interpretation of
Christian pood=will as an attempt at missionizingz was the
foundingz of a so-called non-sectarian Sunday School in the
Jewish section of the West End. The Sunday School, which

was created and maintained under the auspices of the Francis

E. Willard Settlement liouse, was called "The Jewish Sunday
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School." Accordin=z to z printed circular which was dis-
tributed to the populace, the aims of The Jewish Sunday
School were: ‘"Religious, ethical, and social culture; the
basis of teaching; strict Hebrew monotheism..."194 There
were two departments in the School, one for children and
the other for adults, TIhe books for the children's depart-
ment were the same as those used by the religious schools
sponsored by the Council of Jewish Women., [hey aimed to
teach through these books comnandments, Psalms, songs, and
Uld Testament lessons,

The Jewish Sunday School irmediately attracted the Jews,
Within a short time of its official opening, 150 Jewish
children were enrolled in its classes., Everything seemed
above board, and the School appeared to be an honest effort
by the non-Jewish comrunity to help its Jewish neighbors.
However, rax Mitchell, the Superintendent of the Federation
of Jewich Charities, Rabbi Charles Fleischer of Temple aAdath
Israel, and the Council of Jewish Women all believed that The
Jewish Sunday School appeared to be in actuality another
missionizing effort and, therefore, should be nipped in the
bud before they began teaching Christian ideas and values in
the guise of Jewish teaching,lY3

Another manifestation of the dislike by non-~Jews of
Jewish religious practices was the violent demonstration,

In October, 1905, The Jewish Advocate reported it was a

common annual practice that as soon as the Jewish High Holy-
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days commenced and the Jews of cast Zoston went to their
synagogues, the hoodlum element of the district demonstrated.,
The thuszs would crowd about the synagogue, shout insults at
the worshippers, and during the services would stone the
building, breaking windows and doine other property damage.l¥®
As if this was not enough, non-Jewish employers often pen=-
alized their Jewish employees for takins the High Holydays
off for worship purposes, sometimes, these penalties were
very severe, For instance, the Jewish emplovees of the
presumably Gentile Plaut Shoe Store in Jamaica Plain, who
usually took Jlosh Hashanah off without undue protest by
their employer, were sumnarily discharged in 1506 for doing
this,1¥7

The immigrant Jews always suffered whenever they en-
deavored to enter America through the port at koston. Jany
Sostonians were restrictionists, and they tried continually
to have legislation passed which would keep Jews and other
minority zroups out of the city. An organization known as
the Immizration Kestriction League was founded in respornse to
this philosophy, and it became the official organ for anti-
immieration activity. While all minority croups suffered
because c¢f the League's pclicies and actions, it appears
that the Jews suifered perhaps most of all because not only
was their influx the largest during the years just before

the War, but also they attempted to fight the League.
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An example of the l.X.L.'s anti-immigration policies
was the circular which it issued in August, 1906, It stated
in part: “[The Immigration Restriction League has] at
various times called the attention of the public to the in-
creased burden put upon us by destitute and defective aliens,
and the welcome they extend to healthy and industrial im=-
migrants,...every nation should care for its defective delin-
quents and dependents and not dump them on other nations...
here in this country native and foreign torn alike need
elbow rooms.."19® The Immizrarion Kestriction League used
exaggerations and even full-fledged falsehoods in its attempts
to prove lhow unworthy aliens were as potential foston citizens,
[ney gave false immigration census records, adding in women
who could not be naturalized and people who had been living
in the United States Ior upwards of twenty years. “2 They
made many fallacious statements, including the following:
a) that there were 1,000,000 aliens living in the United
States by 1¢06 and b) that crime figures in lassachusetts
showed 2 higher percentage of immigrants committings crimes

than native Americans, Jlhe Jewish Advocate pointed out that

sre. rfrescott nall, Secretary of the leazue, had deliberately
falsified these reports by omitting arrests of .entiles for
intoxication, while retaining convictions for trivial in-
fractions by Jews and cther immigrant groups of city ordinances,

of many of which the immigrants were still ignorant.zo0
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Another falkification was loxr, nall's statement that the budset
of a Jew York (i.e., Presbyterian -iospital) hospital was in-
flated by the influx of "undesirakles," dJdowever, rir, Hall
did not mention that these aliens were mostly non-Jewish,
.oreover, the total number of aliens treated in Presbyterian
sospital could not have affected the deficit reported by the
hospital, indeed, in hospitals throughout New York City,
the patients were distributed in nationalities in almost
precisely the same proportion as in the city at larsze, there-
by showinc that the recent influx of immiesrants did not
sress unduly upon the communal facilities.20l It is true
that .1all and the [.X.L, presented distortions of the truth
to the public concerning the Jewish immiegrants and immigrants
of other lands, WNevertheless, it would appear that many
listened to their arcuments (especially since their rani:s
included such important and influential men as ..all and
senator ..enry Cabot Lodge), for thne aforementioned literacy
test for immigrants and other measures meant to restrict
immi-Tation eitiier passed the Conpress or were at least
thorourinly debated beiore being rejected,

some Soston Jews attempted to form an ooposition move-
ment--the Liberal Lmmi-ration Leacue--but esven thouch it
made valiant efforts on benalf of the welfare of the immi-
srasts,2Y2 the <estriction League was too bis and too power-
ful to fight., TIhe restrictionists also had the emotions of

the native-bLorn pobulation on their side, 3Skilled immigrants
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were competinz successfully for jobs with those who had
lived in Boston for many generations, so it would seem
quite natural that the lacter would be resentful of seeing
many of their jobs zo to others who not only were but newly
arrived in the city, but also were foreigners., An example
of this emotionalism is seen in a remark made by restriction-
ist tlenry Abraham before the Economic Clubk of zSoston: "1
am an txclusionist, 2 Protectionist, a lrade Unionist...The
orily way to settle the questi~n of immigration is to stop
it--stop it"203
While the Immiszration festriction Leazue made life

difficult for the immigrants on a oolitical level, those
enterine t.e country had to contend with problems of a
practical nature at the port of entrv. Immieration Deputy-
Commissioner Lurley, in a speech before the Debatine Club of
boston, said:

sssalthouzh the performance of our duties

involve untold hardships upon those aliens

who are deprived the risght of admission

into rthis country, it is not the laws nor

the officials who are at fault, but the

unscrupulous agents and individuals who

conduct wholesale traffic for gain, that

are cuilty of inhumanity,., There are

agents who undertake the landing of un-

desirable aliens, knowing full well its

impossibility for a paltry sum of blood

soney, 204
There were many kinds of individuals at the port of entry

whno preyed upon immierants, There were many incidents as

discussed by lhe Jewish Advocate which revealed the abysmal
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depths to which the inhumanity of man toward his fellow man
could reach, Let us confine ocurselves here to one such
happening,

& young russian Jewisa girl, miss Clara Gittel, nad
come to Boston to live with her brother. 5he was immediately
“tapsced" by the Armstrong Transfer Company. (The act of
tazeing!" meant that she could be taken to her destination
by only the Armstrone Transfer Company.) Miss Gittel was
taken by the Armstronz driver tou her brother's old address,
not his new one, so she was simply returned to the South
Station and left there, Some time later, :iss Gittel was
seen being spirited away by a man who was described simply
as a “dark stranger'--and was never seen azain, JILhere would
appear to be no question that she met with foul nay; how=
ever, 2 Jewish Advocate editorial declaimed asainst the
Armstrong [ransfer Company, claiming that the real fault
for her disappearance lay ir tne fact that tne Armstrong
tae allowed no one else to help her. All that Armstrong anc
other companies similar to it were interested ih was the
money to be gained, not the welfare of the verson involved.
As a result, women and caildren arriving alone in a strange
city were vulnerable botiy to carpetbazging companies such
as the Armstron: [ransier uvompany and the individuals who
took pleasure in taking advantage of the single girl or un-

suspecting child,<05



As far as the conditions of the port itself were con-
cerned, they were so bad that they prompted even restric-
tionist 5Sen, Henry Cabot Ledge to propose the establishment
of a new imnigration station, hopefully modelled after
Ellis lsland, in the old Poston immigration station, the
immigrants were penned up until their cases were investigated,
secause they usually spent so mueh time penned up, they often
became afflicted with Ylow vitality." At zllis .island, how=
ever, even "low vitality! cases were ziven a chance to re-
cover.205 [he zoston port personnel proved delinquent in
providing the essentials needed tc sustain immigrants who
might be held up for some time, Jewish immierants were no
exception, Jor instance, in January, 1906, two steamships,
one of them the "sSardinia," brought 103 steerage passengers
into Loston .arbor, of whomn seventy-five were Jewish im-
migrants. [he immigration inspectors were busy in their
office at Lonz wharf looking into the cases of Aussian
Jewish refugees. Consequently, when this new zroup showed
up at the port, the inspectors questioned them all very
closely, [hey found that few of the people had any money
worth talking about, and many were poverty-stricken, Out
of the seventy-five Jews, forty-seven were detained by the
port inspectors, These poor creatures were put through a
most searching examination., It was only when relatives or
friends had come and vouched for them that twenty-four of

them were released by the examining board, 207 hence, it is
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readily observed that Jewish immiprants comingz to Boston had
no easy time of it, not only when they arrived there, but
alég:égen they tried to maintain a steady flow of their
brethren into the city., The East European Jew ran into
organized as well as individual resistance wherever he turned,
Let us now analyze another type of organized resistance with
which the Russian Jewish immigrants had to contend during
their early yvears in Boston,

The secular newspapers of -he city of Boston were not
overly friendlv toward the newly-arrived rast European Jewish
immierants, rany instances of this unfriendliness manifested
themselves whenever there was even a vapue possibility that
Jews had zone afoul of the law, it would appear that the
newspapers did not always consciously wish to harm the Jewish
immierant, but, like most of the non-Jewish population, were
simply reacting to the Jewish stereotypes which had evolved
through the years and now had become fixed in the Christian
mind as the correct image of the Jew, A zood example of un-
conscious orejudice as exemplified by 1ass communications
media involved The Eoston Journal., In December, 1906, a
young Italian boy named Antonio Lopalato stole some chickens
and doves, Simoly because he gave his address as 61 3Szlem

Street, which happened to be located in a larpely Jewish are-, !

the reporter who wrote up the case called him “a little Hebrew
boy." The mistake may have been excusable, said The Jewish

Advocate cditorial which informed its Jewish readers of the
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incident, but what was certainly inexcusable was the fact
that Jews were zlways described zs “Hebrews!" in articles
which shed a negative light uvcon the Jews, whereas whenever
Frotestants or Catholics commited crimes their relizion was
never referred to at all,202 An instance of more openly and
consciously anti-Jewish remarks in Eoston's newspabers occur=
red when a terrible fire swept through the Jewish section of
neichboring Chelsea in April, 1908, and caused much property
damage and loss of homes among the Jews there, In its

morning edition, [he Soston American had in its headlines

and kad article a definitely disparaging reference to Chelseds

indizent Jewisn immigrants., Ihe headlines screamed: "“Rag-
pickers Fire Plot Discovered in Chelsea.,'" It seems that

the Jewish ragpickers were suppossed to have ''set fire to
trneir shops to save themselves from financial ruin."zog How=~
ever, as Inhe Jewish Advocate pointed out, no Jewish rag-
pickers owned their own shops; moreover, if they had ever
burned down their employers! shons, they would have destroved
their own livelihood at the same time. As if this was not
bad enough, the evening edition of the American blared the
neadline: ‘"bBusinessmen race Arrest in Chelsea Fire Plot."
aaving abandonecd its original attack apainst the Jewish ra=-
pickers because of lack of feasability, the newspaper turned
its attack against the more well-to-do Jewish businessmen,
who might possibly have had more to =zain from setting fire

to their own stores, dowever, the 3tate Police said that
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many fires were fought in that district cf Chelsea, but no
one was arrested. However, reported the /idvocate, the
nolice did take into custody for a short while "three [non-
Jewisﬁ] boys who seem to have been forgotten probably on
account of their religious belief,"210 Hence, it would ap-
pear that in their haste to pin the Chelsea fire on the
Jewish residents, both the newspapers and the police may
well have overlooked the real culprits--three young boys
whose fun withh matches had gotten out of hand,s.

soston's newspapers alsoc allowed anti-Jewish advertise-
ments to be printed within their pages, A typical adver-
tisement was that which appeared in a November, 1908, edi=-

tion of [he Boston Transcript. Lt read: “ERQUOKLINE:

Apartment with board, modern house, entirely refitted and
furnished, Jome rooms with private bathroom; no Jewish
people..-“ill It is interesting to note that when Advocate
editor, Jacob de Haas, wrote to the editor of the Iranscript,
the latter immediately called de liaas and apologized, statines
that the printingz of the advertisement was an Yoversight,"
and it would be chansed, 1s it possible at this point to
conjecture that perhaps the printing of such advertisements
was not so much an oversight as the conscious effort of a
member or members of the [ranscript's staff? whether or

not such a surmise has validity, the fact is that such
anti~-Jewisll advertisements did appear in Loston newspapers,

and they could not help but add to the lowly image of the
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Jews whicih the majority of their non-Jewish neighbors al-
ready held,

Boston's resular newspaoers were not the worst offenders
when it came to propagatiof of anti-Jewish venom, Indeed,
just before World War I, there appeared a Polish weekly,
Cazeta Bostonska, which fulminated anti-Semitic propaganda
in every one of its issues, OUne of its correspondents,
“isnatz," devoted all of his literary efforts to preaching

a boycott of Jewish businesses, The Jewish Advocate happily

noted, however, that Gazeta fostonska was guite unsuccessful
in gzetting Polish catholics in psoston to refrain from doingz

business with the Jews,2lZ Unfortunately for the immizrant

Jews, and although the Gazeta Bostonska met with little suc-
cess, much of the anti-Jewish pronasanda spread by bPoston's
mass media made quite an impression upon the native-born
population, (any peobnle read the newspapers, and many wWere
affected by what they read, The result was that the news-
paners helped fan the flame of anti-Semitic feeling which

fad already existed amonz the majority of Poston's non-Jewish
population, 3Some of the manifestations of this anti-Jewish
feelinz in every-day life were physically quite violent as
well as mentally torturous, The native ZSostonian was resent=-
ful of the presence of the Jew in his midst, and this resent-
ment in action-=-apparently sanctioned by the police, the
courts, the newspapers and the immigration officials, im=

portant and influential people =- all made life
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miserable for the East Zuropean Jewish immigrants. The
following examPles will serve as evidence of this fact,.

It seemed that bands of teen-age hoodlums were daily
involved in attacks upon helpless Jews and, in most cases,
were allowed by authorities to get away with them. For
instance, a Jewish cobbler from nearby Somerville was as=-
sulted by a group of jeering hoodlums. An Italian boy,
yelling "Kill the Sheeny!|" knifed the old man., The Jew
pressed charges, and the case came before a judge., The
boy's lawyer asked for an extension, and got it., While
on his way out, the boy velled again, "Kill the Sheeny!"
He was still allowed to be released on bail until the re=-
sumption of his trial.2l3  3uch thups freely roamed the
band concerts which were held on Sunday afterncons on the
EBoston Common, At one such concert in August, 1207, some
thirty or forty well-dressed young hoodlums went around and
repeatedly assulted inoffensive men who were manifestly
foreign or spoke with a foreign accent when attacked. At
the same concert, a well-dressed young man having the ap-
pearance of a Polish Jew was badly beaten, a half-dozen
ruffians attacking him at one time. One of his eyes was
closed, and the handkerchief which he held in his hand was
saturated with blood. In both instances, the police were
of little or no help, In the first case, there were at
least five or six policemen around the bandstand, but only

one of them made any effort to help the immigrants in their
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distress. In the second, the Polish Jew attempted to take
refuge under the wing of a nearby policeman and to explain
in broken English how he had been beaten. Even as he was
doing this, the crowd boldly jeered at him and mocked his
broken English without any reproof from the policeman.214

It could not help but make life even more arduous for
the East European Jewish immigrant when the city's officials
as well showed anti-Jewish feeling, whether it was indirect,
as the previous examples attest, or direct, as the following
incident will show., In February, 1907, a South End policeman,
who had been badgering the Jewish residents in that district,
was called into court., The policeman said in his own defense
that he had treated the Jews in this way because the latter
stole their godds. The judge took the whole thing as a
joke, and fined the Jewish man who had pressed charges
against the policeman the sum of $10.00, When the defense
attorney had goné into the next room, the policeman asked
that the fine be doubled, and the judge, still in a joking
modd, immediately raised the fine to $20.00,215

During these early dayé of Jewish settlement, it can
easily be surmised that the police were hardly the friends
of the Jewish immigrant. Not only did they appear to be
acting in collaboration with rowdies and city officials
against the poor Russian Jews, but also they never really

worked diligently to help them solve crimes committed within



-100=-

their own community, When an indi-ent Russian Jew named
sorokien was found lyinz dead with a revolver by his body,
the 5oston police toolr one cursory? look at the scene and
tool: the proximity of the revolver to Soroliien'z cornse
as all the evidence they needed to proclzim the Jew's death
a simple matter of suicide, WNo subseaquent investication
was conducted, nc witnesses were sousht or guestioned, The
case was closed--becausze Sorolien was a Jew,2l6

Jews nad to suffer anti-3Semitic treatment if they wanted
simply to use the city's opublic facilities, An exa:zinle of
this was the ill treatment civen to old Jewish men and women
who used the moston Zlevated surface cars on the old _lue
.ill avenue line, It was a favorite tricl: of the train's
conductor to start up the car just as the elderly man or
wauman was about to ret on. lMoreover, two Jewish children
were wounded by the heedless and careless driviar of this
conductor, who would whin about the streets of Dorchester
and .attapan with almost comnlete disrecard for the lives
of the people passing by there.2l7 An even worse situation
nccurred at the L Street baths in South Boston, umerous
incidents of anti-Jewish treatment were renorted happenine
there, In one case, an elderly Jewish man was thrown irtc
the channel by a 2roup of hoodlums and almost drowvmed, In
another, a twenty-vear-old man also was thrown into the
channel by hoodlums, Seeinz him drowming, they rescued him,

but then beat him viciously with wet towels and warned him
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not to use the bath facilities ever apain,2l8

One mirht ask at this point why the treatment of the
Jews had become so violent durinc the vears nrior to World
War I, One possible reason is that the native-born 3ostonian
was Ddecomins increasinsly afraid of the Jews, whose con-
vetition in education and commerce was fast becominz re-
nowned. .oOreover, taeis nunbers were nettinz to be so
lar~e in the city that they threatened to become an izpor-
tant ethnic bloc whose =roun influence could eventually hel>
dictate the city's nolitical and social colicies in years
te comne, [rue, the non=-Jews resentec the way the Jews were
be~innins to —alie nolitical and intellectual inroads--and
they were fast beconint afraid that the Jews might some day
tal:e over the mumnnin- of the citwv, As one Christian woman
out it Wi would not vote for a Jew, thourh 1 am free to
confess that 1 believe you have, as a peonrle, the intel-
li~ence necessarv to conduct Hublic affairs successfully and
are without fear of reoroachk on account of ecraft or other
wron~=doinr.in office, 3Still 1 would not vote for a Jew
if i nhad the o»rortur-ity tae vote because once you Jews hold
important office you will soon master our state 212 the
Jewisi Advocate observed in 3entember, 1911, that when the
Jews first came to the Greater Jostorn community of Falden,
they were onenly welcomed. .owever, "“now that they make u-
an aneresate they are surrcunded with prejudice."zzo In-

deed, by the time that World War I becan, the Jews were making
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tiheir presence linovm both -enerally and individually, and
the non=-Jews, seeine how rapidly the Jews were encroaching
upon what had formerly been their dornais only, could no
lon-er afford to be solicitous, Instead, they hated and
were intensely jealous of the Jews:; they treated them
aarsily, bhecause they were afraid that scme day the Jews
mis=lit well tale over everythins which they had taken for

~=~z-ted would always be theirs...

=t

t is true that the Jews sufered o ~reat deal at the
hands of anti-3emites durin- theilr early years of settle-
ment in the city of 'oston, lowever, all was not thunder
and storl, Jecasiorally the sun of tolerance would slhiine
throurhk, thereby showin: that Loston inclided amon~ its

citizens neoble who cared about =maliin~ a nlace for the Jew

in the ecity, and about encourarin- his participation in

Jostonl's civic, educational and s»piritual affairs, Ure of

the leadins socialites of the day, .rs. Johr fardner, an-

mually nlayed hostess at her fasiiisnable .recoliline residence
to a mroup of tenenent residents —enresentis: the “orth,
Soutl: and West Ends, A womnan tho apzarently possessed a
trie charitatle lieart, s™c also offered nrizes at these
znnual outines for the “est tenement wihdow, yard or roof
-arden, Yer -reat interest in such a contest was hiecause

of the intrinsic value of the contest itself. Indeed, an
attractive tenement window, yard or roof rarden could not

aeln but brichten un what otherwise was a rather dralk and
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colorless section of the ecity,2Zl

Another iine example of Christian good-will came, of all
places, from the hieshest oZfice in the state--the governocr,
Jnether or not his aets of =ood-will were —otivated by the
deszire to win over the increasinrcly important Jewish vote,
the fact is that :.anv of the 2overnors durines the pre-iorld
Jar 1 davs treated the Jews quite well. une in particular--
Zovernor Curtis Suild--did his best to help uplift the con-
dition ol the Jzws so that they would eventually be equal
te otlies citizens in terms of rishts and privileges, une
nersonally azpointed the first Jewish judge, Philip rabenstein,
.. also ~ot a Jew into tie Immisration vffiice to tal.e care of
the needs or the Jewis: immi-rants while they were detained
at tihe ‘oston Dort. :overnor luild made sure that iosher
food was suonlied to Jewish inmates of state institutions

durinr Passover, . his was i= 1xmediate sacsponse to a _jorti

t

~nd cormittee, headed Ty Rabbi Solomon J. !riederman and Mr,
leyer Jloomfield, which came to Govermor “uild with the
reanest for the  os..er fcod. A later lovernor, I, Eu:zene
e Fos5s, sifned into beins an act nassed by the State Serate
wiiich permwitted Hosher tutcher shops to rerain ooben on Sun=-
d;y.222

‘he bisgest contribution to nood Jewish-Christian
relations came from tho clersy. Laiterfzitih dialerues were
keld on a nunter of occasioas. FProminent Jews were invited

to snmea at nor-Jewish functions, Jor instance, Meyer
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zloomfield of the Civic Service .louse addressed over 1,000
delegates of the Conzrecational churches who had assembled
at the Far’t Street Church. Also, Jaco®» de ‘'iaas, the edito—

2 The Jewish Advocat

spolie on preijudice to the members

of the =ible class of the Pilzrim Conrre-ational Church in
Dorchester, where he pleaded for less tolerance and more
egualitve. & zroup called the rree lelirious Association

azd already become well established in boston., At their
meetin-s, Jews, Christians and cthical Culturists were
zlwavs isvited ro discuss and debate about tne nreat con-
cerns of the soirit. In .alde:, the .inisters! Association
Tades variois resoliitisrs coucernin® the anti-Jewish troubles
in That City. [he Rev. Urs. ite Za 3ykes and C. 1. ;0SS

retilied in stron- and nointed lan-uare the rowdies who

were wesagicible o enbitterin~ the lives of the Jews of
alde .:.‘.3

.ence, even thour: the Jews su:i‘ered tresendously lLecause
3f the intense anti-Jawish feelin- which existed in ureater
~oston, undoubtedly a sufficient mumbter of peoole were suf-
fused with an ecusenical spirit to warrant a feelin~ of
Qone anens the Jews for their future years in the city, aAfter
all, tiey nad decided to live taeir lives ir ‘ostos, Fer-
nans if they lived lon- enoui: there and contributed suf-
ficie-Tly and whenever or winerever tihey could to the pro-
s*ress of the city, the noa-Jews mniziit accent them completely,

Without a doubt, the corvon Lwne of all of Boston's Jews was
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iii.

COMEITS AND COLCLUS IO

1 should like to conclude this discussion with a few
brief »nersonal conclusions and comments based upon our
inguirvy into the life and environinent of the East European
Jewish immic-rant in Boston between 1381l and 1914, To our
mind, the East European Jewish immizrants believed that
America would offer them a blessed relief from the terrible
po~romr and other forms of persecution characteristic of
Jussia, The truth was, however, that America in preneral
and toston in particular offered only a comparative relief,
not a complete one., Some of the reasons for this were:

a) The already established and Americanized Werman"

Jews did =not receive their unassimilated, less sophisticated
East Eurovean brethren with friendly, open arms. They tended
to remain alcof from ther, and would not help them with
philanthropic endeavors until the immi-rant had turned to

the state for help--and then it was, in larce part, to

spare themselves the embarrassment of havinsz their non-Jewish
neichbors suspect that they did not care what hannened to
their owr peonle, !any of the German Jews micht strike the
observer as havin= been materialistic opportunists; the
observer cannot be blamed for comine away with the impres-
sion that, for many of them, carinz for their indigent

"Russian" brethren did not fit into their plans for realizins
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personal ambitions,

b) The Russian Jews gradually followed the path of
their German corelizionists. The tendency to rebel against
relizious authority and old family roles and traditions was
already implanted within the mind of the first-generation
Russian Jew, and he implanted that same tendency into the
mind of the second generation, which was even more prepared
to manifest it by formally breaking with established pat-
terns of Orthodox Jewish life, This, coupled with exposure
to the secular values of American society throush public
school education, alone with a =rowin« prosnerity, caused
the Xussiaa Jew little by little to leave his isolated,
=etto-like existence. The iussian Jews moved out of the
sorth, West and South £nds of Zoston and migrated to Boston's
suburbs, By 1920, the migpration was so complete that Dor=-
chester had become the center of Jewish population, thereby
replacingz the .Jdorth S.nd.zz4

c) Because of the snobbish attitude of the German Jews,
as well as the differences between them and the Russians
because of ethnic variations and dissimilar deesrees of as-
similation, the Russian Jewish community and the German Jewish
community found it difficult to unite into one community. It
took two factors to start bringin= them tozether: 1) the
econonic crisis of the Russian immiprants, which forced the
Germans to face up to their philanthropic responsibilities

and, later, to join with the earlier Russian Jews who, bezin-
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nins to prosper, could now share those responsibilities,
and 2) the evolving materialism and general acculturation
of the Russian Jews, which made the latter more similar to
the verman Jews,

d) Acculturation by the Kussian Jews was more than simply
the desire to drop all the cultural and religious trappines
of tae past, 1t was the only way to survive in a socio-
economic setting which was completely foreign to anything
cthat they had ever known before, 'f they had not assimilated,
cney would in all probability have been doomed to a separate
life, one completely removed Irom the vital mainstream of
American life.

e) The Jew fared well in direct competition with the
non-Jew, provided the opnortunities for advancement were
aqual between them, [his was nowhere more evident than in
secular education, for the Jews czarnered academic prizes at
all levels of public education in a opercentage which far e:x-
ceeded the pronortion of Jewish to non-Jewish students,

f) rnany of the {ussian Jews were imbued with a strons
Zionistic spirit. [hey read the Zionist-oriented Yiddish
newspapers avidly, anc looked longingly and Lopefully to
Zion as the salvation not only for themselves, but also for
their oppressed bretiren adbroad. As they prospered, how=
ever, it would appear that their interests becamne more pro=-
vincial, and they concentrated more upon their materialistic

Vigalvation" in America,
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2) As the Jewish immigrant gradually became accul=-
turated and as he prospered, he commenced to make inrocads
into the heretofore untouched sccio-economic world of the
native-born Bostonian., His imoroved economic condition
z2llowed him to settle even in the very heart of Yankee
suburbia (e.z., Jacob decht, the well-to-do Jewish financier,
who started the trend by moving into the Back Bay area).
"Russian" immigrants, too, becan to move into the non-Jewish
community,. !en such as 3aruel Borofsky began to be promi-
nent in state politics, and even the Governor felt the pres-
sures of the increasinesly important Jewish vote, This growings
importance of the Jews botihh collectively and individually
as well as rcheir competitive success added fuel to the embers
of anti-3emitic feelinz in the city. The restrictionists
nushed harder than ever for stricter immigration laws and
Dhvsical attaciks agsainst Jews became more freguent., iore-
cver, zeneral Jewislk stereotypes of the international
canker-type or of the olotting Shylocl who would eventually

dominate the state and take his pound of flesh from the non=-

Fh

Jew frichtened the latter, This friehty, plus the corrobo-

ration of anti-Jewish imazesz as projected by mass commmunications
—odia, intensified anti-Jewish sentiments and their unpleasant
manifestations in the city, Un the other hand, the presence

of at least a handful of individuals and gsroups, especially

the clergy and influential politicians (the latter perhaps

having ulterior motives of personal political ambition), =ave
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the Jews some reason to hoge for a better future,

1) By dint of hard wozli, -Osto:n eveatually bhecame an
important and sicnificant center of Jewisi: life, &lthouzh
the spirit of Orthodo:: Judaisn was perlians not as prevalent
tiere as in some other cities, the intellectual, material,
and social »rominencc ol the coiwmmity was definitely be-
comina well establisied, As Jorld war I asoroached, there
was everv reason to hopde that in soston there were tae
“iazints 0f a4 ~reat citadel of Jewish »re=minence., Indeed,
ord Yo e;iowess the same toe of oatimisn
a5 Charles Arefiy o pnice wrote: Moa.to tall: about loston
one has to talll abeout i'_a city which is beco.—-...in'-‘j the center

of dnerican Jewry at & crucial timg in our :aistor:_v."gzs
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AVALYTICAL SIBLIUGRAPHAY

books

Ehrenfried, Albert, A Chronicle of Soston Jewry: From
the Colonial Settlement to 1900, No place given:

Privately published, 1963.
Ehrenfried's work is a satisfactory chronology of Beston
Jewry from the individual Jewish settlement of colonial
days until the zrowth of a Jewish community of both German
and EZast Euroncan elements, Its importance for me was
providing certain details for this discussion, especially
with respect to names, places, and dates,

HYandlin, CUscar. 3Soston's Immigrants: A Study in Acculturation.
Cambridese, [ass.: The Zellnap Press of Harvard
university Press, 195Y%.

lhis is a fine work in the sociolory of immizrant assimilation
to American cultural values, 1 concentrated mainly on

Chapter sSeven, which dealt with eroup conflicts within the
Boston community. 1his was for me basically a background text.

Levincer, lee J, A :distory of the Jews in the United States.
Jew York: Union of American llebrew Conzrezations
Press, 1961,

This te:x:t vvas most valuable to —e as a background text, Al-
thouzh it is 2 work reared mostly for the hirch-school student,
it offered me an opportunity to view the Zast EZuropean Jew

in terms of the zeneral historical patterns which shaped the
period of mass emigration from Eastern Zurope, Perhaps the
most important function of the Levinger text is that, by
allowins me to observe the mass emizration in its total con=-
text, it zave me the opportunity to relate the soston ex-
verience to the total American experience, This prevented

me from isolatine LUoston's Jewish community from the rest of
the American Jewish community, and made it possible to com-
pare or contrast one with the other, For me, this was a most

heloful text,

w2nn, sarthur &, Yankee xeformers in the Urban Age. Cambridge,
rass,: Ihe Lelknap Press of Harvara University
Press, 1954,
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Like the Handlin study, this is an adequate sociological
study of the city of uoston. .ann concentrates more, how-
ever, on Boston reformers and their impact upon members of
their own people, fann's text includes z chapter on Judaism.
The content of this chapter dealt with the endeavors of
Rabbi Solomon Schindler, who moved freely among non-Jews,
hopinz to motivate the emancipated Gentile toward a more
ecumenical attitude vig-2-vig his Jewish neighbor., I feel
that lann has demonstrated a certain amount of bias in con-
cluding that only Schindler was responsible for a reforming
movement amonr Boston's Jews, Rabbi rleischer, for one,
added tremendously to this movement, albeit somewhat later
than did Schindler, ©Nevertheless, lann has chosen to limit
his discussion to Schindler's work, which, L believe, has
not permitted the reader to gain a true perspective of the
lenzth and deoth of Reform Judaism's effort in Zoston to
create a true ecumenism in the city. GHence, although 1
utilized the .ann text as a background source, 1 felt it
necessary to use it selectively and to regard it as only a
partial reconstruction of the historic truth,

(ed.) Growth and Achievement: Temple Adath
Israel 1854-1954, Cambridze, rass.,: The River=-

side Press, 1954,

This book, which is a history of lemple Adath lsrael of
Boston, was written in comemoration of the Temple's 100th
anniversary in 1954, This book, which had a number of
eminent contributgﬁﬁﬁgo its pages, was an important aid for
me, especially in,the 'birth and evolution of the Boston
Jewish community in the middle 13UU's, Althoush the book
was written in layman's languaze, and included guotations
(undocumented) from primary sources, it was a valuable text
for the historical background of the Beston Jewish community,
‘he most interesting aspect of the work was its treatment of
how the community developed in relation to the development
of Zoston's most important Jewish congresationc--Adath
lsrael and Chabei Shalom.

scaindler, <abbi Solomon., Israelites in doston: A Tale
Jescribing the Development of Judaism in soston.
Soston: Derwick & Smith, 188¢,

The Schindler text, although weak in certain of its con-
clusions, is a =zood one, mainly because it was written during
the period with which the thesis deals, =2abbi Schindler has
erred in a few of his historical pronouncements, especially
when he stated that no Jew had been present in Boston pre-
vious to 1842, uJevertheless, his study of the dynamics of




Jewish community evolution in ﬁoston provided me with a
first-hand account of the early German Jewish period. and
thereby provided mé’ With a basis of comparison with the
later Russian Jewlsh community.

Solomon, Sarbara riller. Ancestors and immigrants: A
Changing Hew Zngland Tradition, Cambridee, rass,.:
.larvard University Press, 1956,

Ancestors and Immigrants is an excellent text dealing with
the dynamics behind the 3Soston Brahmins' dislike for minority
groups, Miss Solomon has a fine section in her work on the
Yankee opinion of the .lussian immigrant which proved to bhe
most helnful in =ziving me insights into the reasons behind
the birth and growth of anti-Jewish sentiment in Boston,

e« FPioneers in Jervice: The History of the
aSSOCLated Jewish Phllanthroples of Boston.
Boston: Court Square Press, IncC., 19506.

Inis is another fine solomon work, this one deaiing with
Jewish philanthropy and philanthropic institutions, It
discuzses the roots of the first federation of Jewish chari-
ties in soston, and then traces the evolution of federated
charities and their work together until the middle 1950's,
riss solomon's discussion on Loston's Jewish charities and
philanthropic institutions proved most helpful for my section

on Jewish philanthrooy.

Wieder, Arnold A, The Early Jewish Community of Uoston's
sorth End. Waltham, lass,: Erandeis University,
1952

This intesresting work is a sociolorically-criented study of
the Zastern Europeaa Jewisn community in doston's North End.
At one time, the North End comprised the larcest sinesle
Jewish enclave in Josten, It first had guite a few Lerman
Jews, but later had a predominance of East European Jews.
Aabbi wWieder's study deals with the years between 1870 and
1¢00, Wieder's system of zaining knowledge through inter-
views with older residents of the lorth End is prone to the
wealkkness of faulty memorics and exaczeraztions. Neverthe-
less, many of his conclusions are interesting and even pro=-
vocative, and they offer the possibility of new insights
into the role of assimilator nplayed by the first-generation
Jewish immigrant,

L
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Article

» '"Haskalah," Jewish Encyclopedia, Vol, VI,
New York: Ktav Publishing House, Inc., 1901,

I used the Jewish Encyclopedia solely as a background text
on the subject of "Haskalah,"

Newspapers and Periodicals

The American Hebrew (New York)., October-November, 1895,

I found some interesting articlez and news items in this
New York-based newspaper. The Boston correspondent and
others presented the problems of Boston Jewry as they oc=-
curred before the year 1900, 1 was especially interested
in its clear and thorough articles on anti-Jewish activity
in the city.

Angoff, Charles, “Memoirs," The Menorah Journal, L (1962),
pp. 136-147,

This article by Harvard-educated Charles Angoff was an
adequate report concerning the cultural, intellectual,
spiritual and domestic life of the East European Jews in
Boston in the early 19200's, If there was any weakness, it
was the lack of depth caused by the brevity of the article,
as well as the possible bias of cutlook based upon the
personal nature of the article, Nevertheless, it was well
written, and offered new information about the aforementioned
areas of discussion previously not garnered in the other
books that 1 read. This was probably because of the fine
intimate, personal glimpses into the past which Mr, Angoff
provided for us in "“"Memoirs,.,"

The Jewish Advocate (Boston), May, 1905 - August, 1914,

This was my single most important primary source of material
on the period under study., The Jewish Advocate was, and is,
an excellent newspaper, one that has always been vitally
concerned with all aspects of the life of the Jewish com-
munity of Boston, It is a courageous newspaper, always
stating the facts of a particular situation in full and ex~
pressing its editorial opinions in clear, uncompromising
language. I discovered much interesting and important ma-
terial for my thesis in The Jewish Advocate, and have quoted
liberally from its pages.
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Neusner, Dr., Jacob, %The Impact of Immigration and
o' Philanthrog upon the Boston Jewish Comunit:y
(1880-1914),"

b cation of
Historical Society ifVI 31936;, PP. 51-53

This article was probably the most important one that I.

used in relation to the subject of Jewish philanthropy in
Boston, Neusner is perceptive, insightful, and clear, He
reduces the complexities of historical change to an easy,
readable, simplified language, which helps the layman to
understand that about which Neusner is uriting. Neusner's
conclusions about the reasons for Boston Jewry's change of
attitude toward philanthropy are interesting .and provocative,
This is an excellent article, and it has whet my appetite

to read more from the pen of this excellent historian,

Rosen, Ben, “The.Trend of Jewish Pbpuiation in Boston: A
Study to Determine the Location of a Jewish

Communal Building," LM_.(M“_tQ_Ma?sﬂ
Jogigh gg;;;;;eg of Boston, I (January, 1921),

PP. 9-28,

I used this monograph but aparingly, since most of the
material with which it ‘dealt went beyond the historical
period of my thesi., Nevertheless, the monograph contained
some excellent statistical material which demonstrated the
presence of trends of population movement which began during
the period upon which my thesis concentrates, Some of the
sociological implications of this movement are clearly stated,
and were of benefit, They would certainly have been of 5
greater use if the monograph had been expanded; indeed, the
only criticism of the monograph is that it does not always
deal in depth with its subject., However, the facts which it
does present are excellent, and at least offered this ob-
server the opportunity to ponder in depth the meaning of
statistical materials and their rather scanty accompanying
analyses,

Other urces

Personal interview with Col, Benjamin Gorfinkle, former
resident of Boston's North End, and one of the principal
subsidizers of the Wieder thesis on the Jews of the North
End, July-August, 1966,

I am personally grateful to Col, Gorfinkle for his initghtfii :
and generally helpful comments about the first big c.nter of
Jewish concentration in the city of Boston,
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