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PREFACE :

It is not the intention of the preseéent writer to enter the much dee-
bated fleld on the Book of Jonah. Already there exists a vast ocean
of literature discussing the question of the innumereble aspects of
the book e.g. date of the book, whether or not Jonah was himself the
author of the book which bears his neme, whether or not the book is
an allegory, pure myth, fiction or history. Frequently, a cheap sense
of humor, makes this book & serio - comic thing. How tragic that such
a noble and most enlightened bit of writing, should be known for its
assoclation with a great fish- The purpose of this presentation, is
an attempt to answer several questions-- What does the book teach?
What does it symbolize? What did the writer protest againet? What
did the writer want to advance? '

Of course a2 treatment such as this, may be entirely independent of
the prevailing controversies &s to the book's historical character,
but never=-the-less, one can arrive at its historical aspect, even at
the date of the book's origiﬁ, by & study of the literary chﬁracter-
istics, the style, the language, the religious spirit, the purpose
and the significance of the book=

The Book of Jonah in this paper, will receive careful analysis
from the following aapectssfls thorary:fﬁ’ Supplementary Chapter
discussing the prayer of supplication from a syntactical study 2 Re-
ligious spirit- 3- Date- 4- Historical purpose and eignificance- 5=
Prectical end pedagogic aspects or how it should be taught in the re-
ligious school.n It is this last aspect in whicH the weiter is par-
ticularly interested because he feels that the leacher has an unusuni
fine opportunity in presenting one of phe sublimest and inspirational
of stories, if he grasps the pedagogic implications of this mester

_stroke of art___ the Book of Jonah. '
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CHAPTER I-
LITERARY ASPECTE.

In dealing with a marvelous book such as The Book of Jonah, one
feels impelled to approach it reverently, one needs take the shoes
off his feet, for veritably the ground is holy. That this humble
narrative, is the work of genius, no one can deny. It is beyond
question, yha spiritual high watermark of the 0ld Testament. Search
- where one may, & story with such a vital message, is nowhere to be
found- Produce if you can, in any literature, an embodiment of truths
so strikingly portrayed as in this simple, sublime book of four chap-
ters. Why need one apologlize for entering upon the pleasant task of
once more calling forth the spiritual import of the singular lessons
contained in this profound book?

The Book of Jonah is cast through-out in the form of a narrative,
the only one of the twelve minor prophets among which it is placed.
Could it not more eppropriately be classed with such books as Ruth or
Esther? The question might arise, was the narrative intended as one
of fact? If not, why did the author build his truth in such tapestry?
The fact that The Book of Jonah as & narrative should be found among
the twelve preophets, is not so exceptional as it would seem to be.
Parts of Amos and Hosea are narratives of personal experiences-Also in
Isiah, Jeremiah, Ezeklel, we can find touches of the narrerive. What
is peculiar of the Book of Jonah; is the absence of prophetic discourse
and yet, from the beginning to the end, we find the prophetic spirit
woven through it. This fact alone, regardless o; whether the Book of
Jonah 1s couched in the form of a parable or an allegory, would bg g
sufficient support fof its adoption among the twelve minor prophets.
Ihohc‘tha substance of the book, reveals itself to us, we percelve
more clearly the full jystiriogtion of its incorporation among the

i



‘prophets. : ;

What ia this book? xalischl‘suggeata Jeremiah 18: 1-10 as the
- possible theme for the Book of Jonah.

"Jeremiah relates that by Ged's command, he went into the
house of a potter, whom he found at his work, and who as
he noticed, whenever a vessel did not succeed to his
satisfaction, fashioned it at his pleasure, into another
utensil which seemed to him superior." Then the word of
God came to the prophet: “At one time I speak concern-
ing a2 kingdom or nation to upreot, to c¢rush and to destroy
it, but if-that nation against which I have pronounced
turn from their wickedness, I"will repent of the evil {hat
I thought to do them"-

Ealisch remarks that these words may be regarded as the theme or the
text of the Book of Jonah, if they did not actually prompt the author
to compose it-

Briefly put, the story recounts the adventures of a man who did
his best to escape the will of God but found this will irresistible-
It followed after him and would not let him go. It is a picture of a
man who had shut his heart within a narrow, sectarian view of God, in
which, he and his kin were favored by divine protection, yet lived to
sse not only the heathens objects of Ged's care, but that little
children and even dumb animals had their own place in the universal
love.

According to Rev. J. lhitonl "the Book of Jonah is the

most intensely individuglistic book in the Bible. The
theme is the experiences of a solitary man alone on the

sea amid heathen strangers, alone in the waves as a: perish-
ing outcast amid the mensters of the deep, alone in e
foreign land among a people whom he hates-~ The experiences
of this lonely wanderer, are related as divine lessons to
him, recognized as such by his conscience, and recogniz-
able as such by every conscience, without any comment on
the part of the author- Jonah seems to give the impression
that he belongs to a race described by his own prophets as
a rebelliouis and stiff-mecked peoples And the very cor-
rections described by his: cxperiancea, epltomizes his
pooplo‘s hiatorioal trninins.

The literarf rurm in which his experiences are set forth, is at
~Otlsd e
once nlmplo and striking- Hia upeedJ chnrtering ofy the boat, his deep
slumber 1n the hold of the ahip, the aterm, the rrantically uttered

prayers of theso heathen sallors, thp uncnnny casting of the 1ota, the
#l. Kalisch, Marcus M Biblo Studiaa. Vol II P. 262. Longmans, Gpeen
& Co-1878. J

#?; R. O. Moulton. The Bihle as Literabure- Thomas Cronwell & Co.
N. Y. P 223, ff article. The Book of Jonah. Rev. J. W. Whiton.
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flinging of Jonah overboard, the, sea monster sheltering Jonah the
tender gourde~ What pithiness of description and with what vivid abe
‘_guptnoaa the spectacle ends-- the vivid imagination gives way to cdlm

reflection.=-

"It is all passing strange, "seys Juluis A. Bewer® in his
introduction to Jonah. "we are in wonderland! Surely
this is not the record of actual historical events, nor
was it ever intended as such. It is a sin against the
author to treat as literal prose what he intended as poet-
ry. The story is poetry, not prose. It is a prose poem,
not history-* a

"The ancient Jews,just as other oriental peoples, loved
romance, and a story effectively told would carry home
its own lesson where a simple straightforward address
would have been useless- Our author knew this well.
Other prophets told parables and had gained a hearing
where otherwise it would have been impossible. The great
teacher of post-exilic Judaism made frequent use of
stories as a means of teaching, compare only the stirring
tales told in Danie]l to mention no other." 4

The various interpretations given to The Book of Jonahe

The allegoricel or symbolic interpretation. Seme scholars, fe
mong them Kleinert, Cheyne, G. A. Smith, regard the story as an allee
gory not as a parable. To them it is an allegory of Israel's history-
Israel (: Jonah as God's servant and prophet and was to bring his truth

to the nation- But it evaded its duty and was in consequence, swallowed
up,

"by the power of Babylon = (the great fish). In the Baby-
lonian exile, it turned and prayed to Yahweh and was dis-
gorged or liberated- After the restoration, it was dis-
satisfied with Yahweh's long surraging with the nation®s
and waited for their punishment."

Others have classified the Book of Jonah as: prophetic legend,
]
parable, didactic tale, diactic phantasy, an apology, & midrash, a po-
lemic, & satire, a myth. Our purpose at hand is to ascertain its liter-

ary value from the point of view of loftiness of thought, of depth of

#3. 1.C.Ce ps 4 in section on Jonah.

#4. Ibidem pe 7.

"B. I. c.cll Jonah P. 10= Bewer J'OA.
— 2 7 |
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feeling, of its appeal to the. aesthetic sense. . L

Right at the outset, the heathen is put in a favorable light,
heathen though the sailors are, yet what marvelous consideration, what
' deep ethical appreciation they possess with regard to their passengerse
How .cleverly Jonah the egoist 1s contrasted with these sailors who dis-
play a spirit directly antithetical to that of Jonah. And later on in
the stery , we find Jonah's egotism brought out in marvelous relief
when he gives little consideration to the Ninevites.



The sailors sarcastically, we:might say, were coneorned-aﬁbut a
single individual, but Jonah held out no loving hand to thousands,
Jonah to the very end remains stubborn, unyielding, unloving. This
unique story, lends itself very iéfﬂ to & dramatic presentation.- Proe
logue and Epilogue-

Act, I. Scene 1. Jonah in Flight--

The Lord enlledfupon Jonah. "Go to Nineveh that great
city and ery against it, for iheir wickedness is come up before me"-
Such & commission was a stérn test upon even an experienced prophet's
cCourage. "hgt was it that made Jonah so reluctant to follow out, to
acquiesce, to this bohosi. It becomes evident that Jonah detected in
the tone of this commlnd;wa tender concern over Nineveh rather than a
vindictive anger. It problply would have been very agreeable to Jonah
to announce doom to the H}nevitea but to call them to repentance- this
Jonah was unwilling to dg. He therefore turned his back on Nineveh and
the Lord and he went dofn to the part of Joppa and chartered & ship "To
rloerunto Tarshish, away from the presence of the Lord."

Scene 2. Suddenly there fell upon the sea a great
hurricane which caught the ship in such a tempest of wind and storm that
the sturdy boat was on the verge of destruction. Jonah was lying fast
asleep as though a traveler of leisune and contentment~ On bonrdf’ohip
there is consternation, each man enll; upon his god for salvation- The
valuable cargo is thrown into the sea. PFrantically the ceptain shook
Jonah out of his deep slumber, commanding him to cell upon his God te
stay the impending destruction.

From the upéaront deafness of the godsy to their cries,
the sailors ceme to the conclusion that some Nemesis was pursuing one
of their number, to the peril of all, and recourse. is had to divination, .
to discover the misereant who has provoked this wrath so unlpponnablo.ff

!
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The lot 1s cast. It falls on Jonah. He recognizes the writ of divine

: justice and he manfully urges his shipmates to save themselves by sur-

rendering him to his doom, and before they complied with his request,
they rowed vigorously to reach a pert of safety. Failing in this, they
acceded, and fearsomely flung him overboard. Then their diatraoted
eries, rose to the very heavens, that they be not held guilty of inno=-
cent blood. in casting Jonah into the sea. When the sea instantly
ceas-od its turbulent agitations, these sailors were struck by the mani=
festation of Jahweh's mercy to them- Then the author in a free, in-
ventive spirit of the midrash, invokes the marvelous, since his point
is simply, that however hard we try to escape Him, God has all the
means of His Almightiness to outwit us and bring us back- The author
had a great truth to present and nothing stood in his way. If a huge
fish was necessary for his message, he proceeded to create one=-
Act II. Jonah's Deliverance--

Means of rescue provided in the form of a2 sea monster-

"Now the Lord had prepared a great fish"-

Instantly upon sinking into the depthn of the see, a huge monster's
belly, became the haven qr refuge for Joneh. For three deys and three
nights, Jonah remainogkburied alive in the strange grave of this deep

,sea creature- The recreant prophet now sought the presence which he

3

had endeavored . to escape. (The prayer of Jonah is introduced at this
juncture as a lyrical interlude.) For the right appreciation of the
Book of Jonah, one must attain to a correct tranélgtion and interpre-
tation of this much abused prayer of Jonah. Therefore, I have sing;gd
out thia poem for special treatment- | | 5~

See aupplomontary Beotion to chpptar I.

Jonah's prayer of confeasion, aupplicltion, consecration and .
triumphant faith, was ans-erod atrikingly, as strlkingly as he hld beon

arrested in his fugitive courses
6

|
|
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¢ "And the Lord spoke unto the fish and it disgorged Jonah upon
dry land".

Act IIXI. (The scene now shifts from the lonely sea to the
Jbopulace city of Nineveh.) Jonah finally became obedient to the call-

"Arise, go into Nineveh, that great city and preach unto it, the
preaching that I bid thee".

Chap. III. verse 2. Without parley or demurring, he took his long
Journey unto Nineveh-
- "Now Nineveh was an exceeding great city of three days journey".
Without any introduction whatsoever, Jonah announced in the hear-
ing of the populace, the Lord's ultimatume The story of Jonah's previ-
ous call, and 1ts seeming grotesque outcome, may have preceeded him and
the proud city may have made sport of it alle But now wvhen this quaint
man appeared in the streets, and delivered his startling, terrifying
message in such positive and authoritative terme, the populace was deep~-
ly moved. The attention of the throne was captured and the monarch for
himself, at once assumed the attire and the aﬁpect of utterest humili-
ation. A universal fast was proclaimede Even the animals were required
to be clothed in sackcloth and deprived of food. Although Jonah's ulti-
matum promised no ammnesty from swift destruction under any eircumstances,
yet these extreme stepa vere taken, in the hope that the God of Jonah,
_quld turn from his pnrpoae of wrath and forgive them as a loving father,
‘ Act IV, Jonah and the Gourd \
| (Jonah would rather die than haye these penitents
live. He frankly lets all of his badness out and m@ios confession to
God that it was just because he knew that things would eurn-out in this

way, that he attempted to flee to Tarshishe Unwilling that his pre-
diction should be frustrated, even by divihorrorgivonesa, Jonah however
was not ploaacd by these worka or tho,ﬂincvitoa, fbr they !howod the
workings of divine grace in their hpqrts and their very ccttons 1nd1-'

1 4
| .
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ey

cated to the easy possibility that-Jonzh's message would fail.) Im '
his lack of sympathy with Him, whose
*mercies are over all his creatures,®

~and in his deep chagrin at the probablility of being pronounced a false

'gzggggﬁ, Jonah professed to prefer death to such humiliation. Gently

came that tone of reproof
"Doest thou well to be angry?"
Somevhat uplifted from his depression, Jonah made a booth for

—_ S — = I

himailr outside of the city and sat down to see what would befall
Nineveh. A gourd qQuickly sprang up and threw a grateful shade over Jo-
nah's booth that he might find some comfort. Jonah almost forgot his
grief through his gladness over the gourd-

But this relief was of short duration; a worm attacked this
transitory plant and made it wither. The hot sun beat down merclless-
ly upon Jonah and again he uttered that cry

"It is better for me to die than to live"-

Once more came that gentle chiding to this true but thorough-

ly human prophet.

"Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?" Jonah replied
not without & measurse of truthe- "I do well to be angry even unto
death," The Lord does not contradict Jonah but he confronts him with
a stunning comparispn and contrast. "Thou hast pity on the gourd for
which thou hast not labored neither madest it grow; which flourished

a night and perished in a night. Should not I spare Nineveh, that
great city wherein there are six score thousand persons that cannot
differentiate between their right hand and their left hand and allo: o
much cattle?"

This question put, the story ends, for the question carried its own
answer<d and anything else would be superfluous.

What Dr. Buttenweiser said with‘rogard to Jobi may be suitae
bly applied to the Book of Jonah.

"Such complete harmony of form and thought, must be the work
of an individual genuis of the highest order. The Job story is a
product of reflective art, just as are the stories of Ruth and Jonah)
two other masterpieces dating from the same period. 1In these as in
Job, the vividness and lofty presentation, the depth and thought snd.
the subtle harmony of thought and form, are the outstanding literary

§ G ol
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features. In all three, payohologicnl analysis, moral preachment,and
1literary ornament are so dexterously woven into the fabricy, so made

a vital part of it, that the reader is not aware of the process, but
conscious of the effect." 6

#6. Moses Buttenwieser. The Book ﬁr Job -. 23. Macmillan Co.igégf;.
" '._ L s T 1 . .
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Supplement to Chapter I with notes.

Prayer of Supplication-Arrangement of Jonah 2 :3-10

'?1-

2e

Se..

4.

5.

Ba

Te

And God prepared a great fish to swallow Jonah
And Jonah remained in the bovels of the fish
for three days and three nights.
And Jonah prayed to the Lord his God out of the
bowels of the fish saying :
Oout of my distress I call
Unto the Lord, that he may answer me;
From the womb of the netherworld, I cry out :
Hear thou my voice!
For thou didst cast me into the deep,
Into the heart of the seas,
The floods ever mor-ev engulfing me,
All thy waves and billows,
Passed over me.
And I thought "I am east out
From thy sight;
How can I ever agaln gaze
Upon thy holy temple?"
The waters have compassed meé about to suffocation,
The deep was round about me,
Sea weeds clung about my head;
I have gone down to the land whose bars
Are everlasting bolts,
But thou wilt bring me up alive froq the abyss,
0 Lord my God. ‘

#7 See Is. 6 : 4 llus %9n' praal

The temple became ever more filled with smoke
; 10
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8« Even though my soul is faint within me,

Yet I remember the Lord;
May my prayer come unto thee,
+ To thy holy temple.
9. They who worship the illusory
Rﬁject thy love for them :
10. But I, with a prayer of thanksgiving,
- Will offer sacrifices to thee; :
What I now vow I will surely pay.
Salvation is the Lord's.®
ll. Whereupon Cod gave order to the fish that it should
vomit Jonah forth upon dry land.

#8, This phrase is to be considered as a stock phrase, "It
pI:asenta the sum and substance of the whole hymn." “And the
force of which is heightened both by its unexpected suddenness
and its concise form as a general maxim. It ought therefore
not be connected with the precodins wvords nor should it'be re-
stricted to the writer alone. sl

M. Kalisch. Biblical Studies. Vol. 2. p. 2190.

11



. Noteson Jonah's prayer of supplication-
Verse 3~ .

Right here it might Be stated that the writer of this thesis,
hag the strong feeling that the author of the Book of Joneh, fully in-
t;nded to convey the thought that Jonah offered this prayer whilé in
;tho belly of the fishe Were it otherwise, the spirit of the whole
prayer would be lost- NYAW does not allow any other translation but
in a precative sense. There we have a clear cut-.case of precative
perfect.

Verse 4-

Ses note on this verse on previous paéa.
Verse 5«

"I am' cast out from thy sight". See psalm 31+23-

"Agitated I thought I am cast out from thy sight" (reading 'nw< Al
for ‘a3» as found in Jonah 2:5 Another translatioen-

"In my erstwhile agitation I thought I am cest out from thy
sight, yet 1hau shalt (prophetic perfect) hear my supplication when I
cry unto thee"=

This phrase "cast out from thy sight" 1s not necessarily a
plagiarism from Jonah 2:5 but it is more probable that this phrase in
psalm 31:23 was taken from Jonah which is of much higher character in
literary thought, and for proof we may cite the verbatim quotntion from
Jeremiah in psalm 31:14; vbrﬂo 11 also 2= dependent upon Jeremiah
20:13 which though not directly quoted seems to be model for latter
psalm verse (31:14) There are also other evidences in psalm 31 of
borrowings. . . ,

Roud with Theodotion ‘}}( instead of "]’é « Most translations
give a sugposed assurance that he (Jonah) will be saved. On account

of missing the precative sense in verse 3, the ordinary translations
get off the track entirely; the KEY VERSE tafin Verse 3. Upon it de-
pends the interpretation of the whole pﬁayor.. Once this is establish~ .

ed, then wecannot avoid the concluniod that verse 5b has been usually
: 12
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1atransidtqd, and‘acoordingly, presoﬁted an. inconsistent and false es;
surance that does not approach the true loftiness of the whole prayer,

the n;n? of which is set in verse 3; because it injects into the current,
1nterpfo£ation of verse 5b and irrelevant note of shallow optimism ihibh
fllld)far short of the true spirit of fervent prayer and trust-in God ex-
ﬁr ssed by precative perfects &f verse 3. In this conﬁection it ﬁiﬁh&\\\\\
befinteresting to note what Ibn Ezra says. His comments on Jonah 2:2ff 3

are remarkable in light of the fact that he arrives at a true understand-

f

ing of the precative sense either through intuition or logic- He sees
the difficulty and anticipates the mistake which later commentators made-
namely, that Jonah composed the prayer after the fish vomited him forth.
Unlike the later exegetes Ibn Ezra, 1s not disturbed by “"Yhk translated
by many

"from out of the belly of the fish," "after having proceeded from
b&lly . o

To Ibn Ezra it is absolutely clear that Jonah prayed while IN the belly
of the fish~ He claims that commentators distort its true meaning be-
cause they do not hngggr to fAnd™M¥P1 instead of *Yhn; but they fell to
note the words- ‘J’\Shl.l‘\llﬂa.r_) - From The innermosT parT oy Sheol/ /(7 )gfjg/'g"

"I ery out from the womb¥ 'like "I ory out from the depth"
T,nmp p'pRyhh

I’Bn Ezra To Jonaha:2

IV Iwon 3| pyn IXXIDL wian WM 1% prwnora

M2 nwarn 4y awx Nk i §Sonn %9 nal* *>
1IN g |1 Ko S Ypa X ¥ YRR DHEPE
DAl ARy aprInh n93 Jhylw |wn.l’l?b

) %D 070 pwn % ylwl 99592 NI nylw
2lnD aen kg akh anl afen Yo wlan] 222l
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The current translations of 5b are therefore untenable.

May I remark thet having arrived independently at this interpre-
tation of verse 5, the writer was most gratified subsequently, to find
thai Bpewer in the I. C. C. was in complete accord with the writer's
own conclusion. To a remarkable extent, the present writer arrived at
the identical translation by attempting to apply the spirit of Biblie
cal exegesis acquired in the class room with Dr. Buttenwieser.

5b muat be included as a part of the speech of:5a which expresses
the thought® of despair that seized Jonah as he descended into the
depths. We are to assume that the prayer 1is of one who 18 praying to’
be released.

Verse 6=~ -
W9l1Y has presented difficulty.
Verse 7-=-

7a is Bewer's translation. He, however, omits the first two words
of the verse. I retain them and with Nowack in Kittel Bible read \(Tin
instead of Q'Y . Haupt would omit b part of verse 7- It can be re-

,tained and by merely changing the Vav consecutive to a Vav conjunctive

‘which change makes 1t possible to maintain a future tense in ihis prayer
rather than the mistaken use of the past tense while Jonah is still in
the belly of the fish and still unsaved.

Verig-ai-

Bewer here arrives at a similar conclusion to which I have arrived
in verse 7 with regard to ¥lanl in verse 8, the Vav of%hv"l which he
would change from its consecutive vocalization to & Vav eohjdnctivoqqzﬁl
which Vav becomes a mere connective and need no?”be translated. ’
Verse 9=~ J

I1lusory- means idols or false goes.__f'-

* ., Symmachus tried to evade a a:rnm,t} of this verse by reading ‘Tloh'
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for 070D but this is unnecessary since by retaining the reading
there 18 gonveyed the ohjective relationship of God's love FOR THEM.
These latter two words are significant. &hnre is an alterative
reading of070 NN which is suggested by Kitt.ol,and Marti which word
means "thétr refuge". ' ’
Verse 10=-- J 4

By chang:ngsl'?:} to $f?.§l_. and conaidq‘ing i171h as direct object
of NMHhAYH we might translate 10 a A, "but I amid loud prayer, Will
ffer up sacrifices of thanksgiving. 51?§. as it stands, is a con-
struct but by changing it te 51?2- it becomes absolute with definite
article, |

The psychological assumption is that while in the belly of the
fish, Jonah makes a vowv to perform a certain act if God will deliver
hi® Therefore Nodarti'n17)imust be translated in the present tense
and must be considered as a perfeci of an act which is simultaneous
with the statement- Cf. Gen. 14:2§‘ﬁ!b'ﬂn. I 1lift up-- that 1s I
hav&ﬂ;ho moment, as I speak lifted up my hand to heaven. See Driver

- |
"Use of Tenses in Hebrew". p. 15, Here Driver compares this with the

Greek 'Ao;;t of immediate past".
II Sam. 16:4 "I bow myself down"- in act of bowing down-
II Sam. 17:11 I advise, II Sam 190:30 I say (in act of saying)
N I Kings 1:35W*Sﬁnhilnd him do I npp&lnt (to be a prince
over Israel,) '
Frederick Bleek 9'com;a pretty close to a clearer understanding

of JOna'h'a prayer of supplication in the following remerks:

"It is quite contrary to the tenor of the narrative to
Suppose, as many have thought, that the thanksgiving song of the

prophet was composed and sung after the fish had vomited him up: f
We are expressly told, in V. 1, that Jonah made this prayer oﬁ’or”
the belly of the fish, and this, as his swallowing up and preser-

#9. Frederick Bleek. An introduction to the 0ld Testement Vol. 2 p.
' '15 | 184--~ 1888



vation are spoken of immediately before, can only he intended to refer
to the time during which he was in the stomach of the ereature; and 1t
is not related until after the communication of the¢ psalm, that the
fish at Jehovah's command, vomited Jonah up on the dry land-"

lﬁd a few lines previous, he makes a statemeni, which to may mind,
detracts from his fine interpretation.

"Least of all could this position of the prophet be felt to
be a at? e of complete deliverance, as would appear from the song ch.
u. 2-9;/which song, however, does not appear at all suitable to his
circumytancea, as it 1s not a prayer of deliveranca, but rather a
thanksgiving for salvation experienced.”

‘Bleek slips us when he call the prayer
"A thanksgiving for salvation experienced."

ghis is just what it 1s not. Jonah had not yet experienced salvation.
must repeated here that Jonah's prayer was in the nature of =a
taupplication.

\
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a noted biblical scholar, asserts that the Book of Joneh 1s not only

historical but that Joneh did go to the Ninevetes - Reasoning as he

dodu,_gp places the origin of the book between the years 606 and 586~
/ ' 12

What pﬁrpoao would such a book have had in the years 606 and 5867

#11. Vide. Theologie Studien und Krltiken_?bl. 79 p. 188 Gotha 1906

#12, C. H. Gadd Chronicle has established date of fall of Nineveh at

& 612 Be Ca
17
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CHAPTER I1I
Religious Spirit-
it is quite conceivable that a clear grasp of the outward liter-
ary form.of any work of art is essential to the understanding of 1its
matter andﬁupiéit- Having made a literary study of the Book of Jonah,

we are now better prepared to extract the religious spirit of this

unlqun{;aatorpieca of literature- What special note is woven through
thiu.ﬁook? Right at the outset, -o‘find the book opening with the
conception of accepting the Gontilab repentance and God'é.racognition
of it~ The book terminates with this idea - 1In this connection,
‘those famous Chapters of Deutro Isaiah (40-66) may be cited - This
same idea may be found in Zechariah 8 23  and those days, ten men of
all the tongues of the nations, shall seize the skirt of a Jew

saying
/ "Ie will go with you, for we have heard that Go2 is with you."'

In the book of Jonah, we see the lofty conchiona as promulgeted
by the great literary prophets - a proclamation ofruniveranllty of the

| divine plan of salvation to all peoples.

Viewed as a coherent whole, the book would seem to have been
written with the dominant intention of proclaiming & bold and de-
termined protest egainst the rigid, popular, narrow Jewish outlook
upon the worjid of mankind, accérding to vhich God's interest was
striclty con£ined to the family of Abraham, while the rest of humenity
was accursed and irrevécably doomed to eternal rejection. And that
which gives permanent value to this book, 1s the_writor'a eleab under-
standing of how humen and natural it is for one to ‘Gontract his sympa-
thf. This natural tendendy of the human heart, he finds to be always
in opori&ion.

The mission of Moses e.g. was to deliver thé Israelites, Elijsh
was to reclaim the chosen people of Jahweh, but Joneh was commanded .
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to go and preach repentance to a heathen people, the natural enemies
., of hiF own beloved Israel. When we remember that Jonah was a Hebrew
of the Hehroya, & nion taught and commanded by the law, not to have
any intimate relations with the surrounding nations, it is not marvel-
ous that he should not have heeded #e his first summons.

What a grand step forward in the pageant of the religious spirit!
And hére is where the author strikes the highest spiritual note when
he d&ean't hesitate to use an Israelite as his hero, dercribing him in
no flattering terms« His narrow mindedness and lack of éhurity are
painted in dismal colors. There is no effort at concealment or pelli-
ation. In fact, Jonah's disobedience and revengeful spirit are made
i prominente At what disadvantage does Jonah the prophet appear when
compared with the heathen sailors or the wicked Ninevites! At this
jﬁnctura, it is unnecessary to discuss whether the book 4is a mere
/ fietion, but it is evident that the author brings out the religious
spirit of the books sublimely when he assigns the hero of the s tory
to such an ignoble position. It 1a‘very'patent, that the writer as-
cribed to the heathen sallors, a nobility of character, far superior
to that of Jonah, and to the idolatrous inhabitants of Nineveh, a
readiness to accept the words of Jahweh and repent, which an ordinary
Hebrew would hesitate to attribute to any people, outside the pale of
Israel. |

"The writer, "according to Kalisch, "lived at an epoch when the
the Jews, feeble and imperfectly organized, hardly pretended to nation-
al importance and surveyed the history of the past from a religious
rather than a political aspect. He was therefore unable to conceive
any other object of Jonsh's journey than moral reformation, and it
was -from this point of view -that he endeavored to estimate its clarac=

ter. and significance. He sucgeeded in his task, or at least in all
essential points, to a degree which fully Jjustifies the place his
narrative occupies in the Hebrew canon; for in ideag and conceptions,
it breathes the lofty spirit of the greatest and noblest of Hebrew
prophets- The mighty force and beneficent sway of that spirit, are
proved by the undenieble fact that even its echoeés and last vibrations
had the power to uplift and purify and enlarge the minds and to cement
the sympathies between race and race, in an age which by all its :
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tendencies and a thousand influences, aimed at seclusion and isolation.
| Only the strongest conviction of a writer, could represent the
worldly and pitiless Assyrians as meekly listening to the denunci-
ntlb@for a total stranger, and with no other weapon than enthusiasm
and eloquence. In short, we can see the main current of the re-
ligious spirit of the book to be -- Jahweh is God alone over all the
sea and the dry land. Everywhere the mind of man, even of heathen
men, 18 suseeptible to the sense of sin. Jahveh's operations have

only to be known, for all men to believe in him. The conclusion

which the prophet sought to evade, hardly needs drawn. Israel's mise-
sion and destiny of mankind are plain- The book is a beautiful poem,
whether it paints the humanity of the heathen sailors or the mourning
of the prophet over the decay of the gourd, or particularly the divine
tenderness in ministering to the diseased mind of the prophet with his
imperfect conceptions or in pitying the little children of Nineveh.
More than that, we see the author's love of mankind, his kindly ap-
preclation of all that 1s good and bheautiful in men everywheres

Out of the life of Jonah, and out of the experience of & ship's

crew of heathen sailors, and out of the Ninevite spectacle, the author
establishes the great and fundamental truth of the immanence of the
11v1nguor God -~ always everywhere, with everybody from the mightiest
monareh to the lowliest maid-servant behind the mill, whether sepa-
rately or in casual groups or in the body of a whole kingdom or em-
pire. Jonah nroves the universal fact expressed in the language of
the psalmist, v

"Whither shall I flee from thy presence? If I make my
bed nether-world, thou art there." Ps. 139 : 7, 8.

There seems to be agreement amons.Btb;4nil scholars, that the
Book of Jonah was written for a very definite and distinct purpose-

It therefors struck me with surprise when I found that Hans Schmidt,*
' 2o



Sehmidd falls to take cognizance of-the fact that the Book of Jonah
had?n distinet purpose. It was not written pﬁrely beciﬁao a writer
wantegﬁsffély & write a story- Only the exigencles of a certain age,
could hﬂva ﬁ%ompted the formulation of such a book.

;Kin language and style, the Book of Jonah may not possess the
grnﬁ&eur that the second Isalah reaches, but the spirit pervading the
Bo&£ of Jonah 18 without question a culmination of those lofty con=-
ceptions preached by the earlier literary prophets. The message in the
Book of Jonah is succinctly pute The implications are precise and cleare

To sum up, we can see that the strong point of the Book of Jonah,
does not 1ie in historiecal detail but in humanitarian and religious
ideas. The book strikingly illustrates the beautiful doctrines of re-

‘pentance, mercy and love. The heathens are “"auch Menschen"-



CHAPTER III
DATE

 There seems to be general agroement that the Book of Jonah was
-rltton lften the exile, and yet not later than third century B. C.
Accorq;hg to Dr. Bewer e the book had its origin between 400 and 200
Be C4 8Sir George Adam Smith places the book at 300 B. C. one hundred
lnd;ihirty years after the work of Ezra and Nehemiah ~*. Paul Haupt
would place the book under the reign of Alexander Janngeus 100 B. Ce.
¢laiming that the book was a Smdducean protest against Pharisaic
exclusiveness- K:=lisch believes the book to have been -wr:lt.t.en within
Persian period 538 B. C. 332 B. C. 2O The prose part of the Book of
Jonah could not poesibly have been written earlier thej’ﬁih century
for N!.neva)t’ was not a great city before that time. The date of the

fall of Nineveh - 612 B. C.>®

must be considered.

Those who do not accept the book u- pure history, think that
they have some justification for their conclusions, inasmuch as this
great event is not corroborated by any other prophet or O« T. writer.
(This would bring strength to the argument that the book is of late
origin.) Nor is ‘there any reference on Assyrian monuments -l.'ppmnt.-
ly the Assyrians were not g;von to record religious events upon monu=

ments.

3

Surely if anyone had written the book in the 8th C., it is con=
ceivable that he wou].d have said Nineveh IS a great city because in

thr/p:{c. just prior to 11.5 destruction, Nineveh was a moat powerful
cityT_ Mr. Co J« Gadd 1n a paper rend before the Britiah Acnheny

_-ﬂ--'——--—

#13. Juluis A. Bewer. A Gritico.l and Exegetical Comentary I1.C.Cep.13.
#14. Sir George Adam Smith. Expositor's Bible.
#15. M+ Me Ealisch. Biblicel Studies part 2 p. 222. London -1878.

#16. C. Hs Gadd. Paper before British Academy July 1923.
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July 1923, described a Babylonisn tablet which dates the fall of Nine-
voﬁ in the 14th year of Napolassar's reign 612 B. C. in any ovant,'

the  book could not have been written sooner that 612 B. C. the time

—

when Niﬁaveﬁ;wna considered as a
; "great city".

"Kleinert assigns the book to the exile. Ewald to
the 5th or 6th C., Driver to the 5th C., Orelli te
the last Chaldean or first Persian age, Vatke to t he
3rd C. These assign generally to after the exile.
Cheyne (Theol. Review XIV. p. 218, Konig, Robertson
Smith, Kuenen, Wildeboer, Budde, Cormnill, Farrar.
Hitzig brings it down as far as Maccabean age, which
is impossible if the prophetic canon closed in 200
B. C. Nowack dates the book after Joel"™ 17

"If it could be proved that the Book of Jonah, quotes
from Joel, that would indeed set it down to a very
late date probably about 300 B. C. the period of the
composition of Ezre and Nehemieh, with iga language
of which its own shows most arrinity

"But though it is evident that the book was written
after &Hg_Egg&gzgéég%ﬂgzﬂnghxlnn, there 1is nothing
which can be fairly Interpreted as an allusion to the
ep ggng_ai;zhg"nnnnigi gi §1gn%tg The Book of
Jo however, ccntains cations of having been

composed at & time when the Jews had been expecting

an overthrow of the Gentile power, and when their
hopes were for a season disappointed. These indie
cations point to its composition at some date short-
%y gf%erlaho governorship of Zerrubbabel (Cir \_gg,,—-

Kent remarks, "The literary kinship of the Book 1s

. with Chronicles, Esther and other writings which

' comé from the Greek period.”
Furthermore, in Jonah 3-89, the author apparently quotes from Joel 2:14,
and in Jonah 4:2, from Joel 2:13~ The universalism in the book 1is also
a protest against the Jewish particularism which ohurnctor1501 Juda-
-ism in the post-exilic period- 1Its astonishing breadth.of. outlook
which caiie to certain of the Jews as & result of ‘the conquest of

#17. G. A. Smith. The Book of the Twelve Prophets-nbte 2. P. 498. The
Egpoﬂitor s Bible N. Y. 1898. )

#18. Ibiden p. 498 top.

#19. C. H. H. lrlght-Biblical Essays p. 20 of introduction T, T. Olnrk
n‘tnburg 1886, T
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Lle:ander,lna contact with Greek euituro- Possibly its auther was a
Jew of the dispersionesie---- _——— The book may be dated with con;
siderable assurance in the light of this varied evidence somewhere
about 566 Ba .0.20 -

The Jonah mentioned in II. Kings 14:25 must have lived during
the years 783-743 B. C.

Perowne says that "There is no reason to doubt that Jon
was himself the guthor of the bock which beers his name®<l

This view is untenable and there is little support for this contention.
The guthor could not have been Jonah, the son of Amittei who lived in
the 8the C. B.‘c. There is no oviddnco in the book that would indiéate
its authoriship- It is not likely that if Jonah were the author he
would have spoken in the first person? If that book were penned during
the 8th C., surely the author would not have spoken of Nineveh as the
"great city"
for Nineveh reached its height of glory just prior to 612 B. C.

In the days of Jonah, Nineveh did not possess the magnitude and
importance assigned to it in the book. The book is skilful and ar-
tistic t;uch in & work of imagination. It becomes a gross misrepresen-
tation if the work is to be Judged strictly as history. It is clearly
aéttlod from the well attested evidence in the case, that the city of
Nineveh wka enlarged and embellished and fortified by Sennacherib
(701=687 Be Ces) who made it the capital of the empire. It had indeed
served as such before 880 when Asshurnazerpal on ascending the throne,
made Oalab the seat of govérnnent end royal residence- Calab remained
‘the capitﬁl 880-701 B. Ce« Prodiaoly in the days of Jorobqun“7;1-741
Nineveh had flilen into a secondary place. Behhadiérib found it a

'

#20. Charles Foster Keéent "The Sermons, Epistles, and Apocalypses of
Ia"ol'ﬂ Prophotﬂn P 419~The stlldon!t"ﬂ O. T. N. Y. 19010,

#21. Perowne- Cambridge Bible- "Obadiah and Jonah P. 45.
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-ra.t.chec place. Then again what conditions in 8th c._oould have pml;}.-
the production of such a book with such a unique message? Anyone
ho asserts that the book Tinds its origin in the 8th C. holds to{ the
1d traditional métion that everything in the Bible is God revoaléd_ZZd‘
Bl

|thnt.ever is in the Bible ia the truth and nothing but the truth. i-

cal criticism has shown the way to a clearer under-at.mding of Sor%pturas
and 1t 18 in this spirit that the daté of the book of Jonah must be ese
teblished~ The character of the language of the book i1s that of the
post exilic period, not that of the 8th C. B. C.

The silence of Hebrew records with reference to such & great e-
vent and signal triumph of the religion of Yahweh and its f cceptance
by the king of the Assyrians, is unaccountable. At the time the book
was written, the greatness of Nineveh as was sald before was a thing of
the past nHa alJYd . . [y

The examination of the text may furnish some 1nsight/ to the date
of 1is composition- Traces of some Aramaisms, tend to convince us that
the Aramaic language must have found 1its way into the H | ew. This
contact with the Aramaic did not hnppe!x; until after the exile- In count-
ing 50 years for the captivity, this would bring the firgt contacts
with Aramaic around 537 B. C. It wasafter this date that Hebrew start-
ed on its decadent trend. 8o if we accept this reasoning, the book
could not have been written earlier than 537 B. C- The linguistic  °
characteristics are essentially different from that of the language of
Hosea or Amos~ ;

In the Book of Jonah we find & late syntax similar to thet found
in the book of Ezre and Nehemiah, b:v_ﬂi composed about 350 B. C.

Psalm 31 which is post exilic, shows evidence of borrowings from the
Book of Jonah Cf. ps. 317 Jonah 2:0. Take verse 11 of this same psalm,
and we can see how 4t dis dependent upon Jeremiah 20:18. Compare Jonsh




2:10 with ps. 42:5, a '_on.mhzo!].od.gad post exilic psalm; similarly
Jonah 2:8 with psalm 88:3. | &

Although Dr. Kﬂiﬂ.soh'oll.ina that the numerous Aramaisms scattered
through the book#, are .no grgument for its late origin, never-the-less,
it is quite reasonable t.o;’auau:'ne that the Aramaisms are somewhat of a
proor of t.ho book's 1at;a production- Even if the syntax and the loan
vorda were no nrgunant., the religious tenor of the book would be sufe-
ficient proof. As re showed in Chapter 2 a great work of art does not
_spring up without cause. And we have conclusive proof that the con=- %
dition of the times between the years 500 and 300 were such as to im-
pel a genuis t.? take an old tradition and use it as a vehicle for what
is peculiarly ﬁiu own great truth.

It would be well te take some of the peculiasr words and probable
Aramaisms and ll.u}t. them at this juncture. For the selection of these
'orda I am ingebted to Hasting's Dictionary of the Bible p. 748 and
to Hebrew and/ mgli oxicon of 0. T. by Brown, Driver, Briggs 1907.
1y 0 2uh - not folnd in earlier literature. 1:5 n 90 ef. 1
Kings 7:3, 7 [190 :

Sophm is a hapax legomenon. The word 1s frequently found in

——

Aramaic but this does not necessarily imply that »nJ)'90 1s an Aramaic

loan word. ’
1:5.0'hk7 probably a lodn word from Assyrian Malahti, also 1is
Aramaic. Vide p. 572 B. D. Briggs. This word was not used accidental-
ly since 0. T. has so few sea storles. :
1:6 My for Hebrew Juw] 1s clearly an Aramaism Cf. Dan 6:4.
1: 7 'hw2 although this occurs side by side with) "wxl occurs freQuont.- ;
ly in later writings Cf Aramaic f) N /

The discussion that the prayer is part of the unity 1if t.hq ‘éook- \
of Jonah and sonsequently is as late as the book itself, ol.}/bo found

{

» | J
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in the supplementary portion of Chapter I of this paper.

NP in 2: ; 4:6, 7, 8 is a fovorite word of our suthor for the earlier ]

TIX . The former is/found elsewhere in I Chr. 9:29, ps. 61:8 Dan.
1:5, 10, 18 and very frequently in the Aramaic.
3:2 ;1*""? prophecy is a Hapox Segomenon not found in earlier literae

ture. /

3:7 D YU-decision- used as such is purely and Aramaism- This 1s the
only place in 04 T. where it is used in this sense. In Bzra and
Daniel Pyl possesses the meaning of “decision". Cf. Dan. 3:10

4:6 ]l"w?a word which hae¢ given difficulty.

Perowne 272 p.ike many others identifies kikayon with the castor
,, eil plant- ;Pioinua commiindg~, fdaiming that the name used in Heb-

rew is skin to the Egyptian word kikeia or kiks-

Bewer 83 says ‘thnt kikayon, etymologically appears to be connected
vith Egyptian k:lk#. The Assyrian Kukanitu has not been definitely
identified. ,r
4110,20 bocme cpmon in later Hebrew under Arameic influence-
4:8pw''hhas earmprks of Aramaism.

A further note on kikayon.

Recently there uppeurod. an interesting page:

"Was ist k!.kayon?‘ et

The author of the lonogrlph argues that if kikayon was derived

from the Egyptian, then it cannot be explained how Jonah could have

cona"tmetod a hut ﬁt of a plant-ricinus commungs- which does not
climb= The Greek rendered kikayon correctly as Efeu which has
been- rightly transleted by buther as Kurbis- squash-which is of

#22. Cambridge Bible p. 87.

#23. Ie Ce Cs pe 61 of Jonah Section.

o?t - v e
#24. Karl Ahrens. Zeitschrift fur Semc'gtik und Verwandte Goh:;ap‘u Vol.
: |

S
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the cucumber family, which has the proclivity to climb. Consequently;
the Hebrew kikayon, qlnnot come from the Egyptian word kiki which meens
castor oll plant. Tﬁe word kikeyon is either Greek or it possesses an
Indo Germanic stem- Mﬂ?auggution oy part of Ahrens upset all the
mccepted notions that kikayon is fron the word Egyptian kiki.

A n.ore int.onaiqu study of the word might throw some light on the
lnf'.e date of the book.

The peculiarities in language with the entire tone coloring of

narrative, leaves no doubt as to its recent date. Cértainly no one

imbued with the genuls of Hebrew will assert that the language of the
Book of Jonah belongs to the same age as that of Hosea or Amos.

It must Be borne in mind that the Jonah narretive could not well
have been written later than the beginning of the 4th C. because proof
is furmished by 1‘t.s literary character- The book contains a number of
Aramajisms; it ia 2 work of high literary perfection; that it must have
been produood;‘.whuo Hebrew Literature was at its height as Dr. Butten-

wieser lt.at.os] with regard to Job:

"The close of the 4th C. however, marks the beginning of

" the encroachment of Aramaic on Hebrew-an encroachment
which resulted first in the repid decadence of the He-
brew language, and finally in its dying out altegether
as a spoken tongue. If never-the-less the view is
taken by some scholars that Job was written 2round 300
Bse Coy, Or @ later, it is due to the fact that the
dying out Hebrew, though an event of ‘extreordinary
importance is commonly ignored in the historic surveys
of post exilic times, mentioned only cursorily, as if
1t were & fact of 1ittle consequence. This event must
be kept in mind in determining not alone the date g‘_:ob,
but the date of meny other post-exilic products.”

The opinion that the book in its present form was composed be-
fore the exile or immediately thereafter, 1s sbsolutely untemeble - -
In light of the above study we may safsly conclude thet the Book of
Jonah originated about 400 B. C. '

"“?‘Pmm T™he Book of Job p. 79,80.




JIoan | L CHAPTER IV. A
HIB!ORIG+L PURPOSE AND SIGNIFICANCE. :

Having eatabiiahnd 400 B. C. as the reasonable date for the Book of
Jonah, we are in a’i?tton position to ascertain the historical walue
and aim of the author's views. First, 1et us attempt te get a picture
of the conditions of the time during which the book originated.

During ths.qgntury and & half 537-400 after Nehemiah, the communi-
ty in Judah llé becoming more rigid in its exclusiveness and in its
devotion to ritusl. In Ezra, we find the impersonation of both th;no
tandonolop.- According to traditiony ,there was a man Ezra who became
the hero Br the introduction of the law and finally it attributed to
him the nﬁrogttion of mixed marriages-

The 1691} of holiness, that 1s of complete separation from all that
is not co7bocratod to Yahweh, is most plainly, eyén brutally set before
us in th?faccount of the divorce of foreign wives. What coldness!

The aoad{qf Israel must be kept pure from intermixture- This view did

not prevail without protest as can be seen by the production of a most
delightful story - the book of Ruth, which most likely sprang up 400
f

Be Co o theresabouts.
During these years, the great apiritual truths of Deutro Isaihh

were comprehended by wery féw<of his countrymen. According to He Pe.
:

Smith,

Y

"Deutro "Isaiah's universalism lest sight of in the con-
flict between parties within the Jewish community. \
How bitter these conflicts were is made known by the g
Samaritan schism and by opposition to Gentile wives,"

And hsro comeh the ﬁtriking polemic- The Book of Jonah. Only a
"" .._-
man, bold and fbarlasa, Qould write such a document. Who could escape

the wrath of the pooplo vhose narrowness he rebuked? Iho coﬂld escape

>

#26. Henry Preserved Smith- Religion of Israel p. 263, 254, Sgrignern
7 PARES ' | N« Y. 1914,
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?hair suspicion and hatred? To the strictgr: Jews, the Gentile hed
becomo'objgopa of hatred only.and the Jonah story purposely holds up '
the mirror, reflecting the Jewish tendency of the dey. The author of
the book believed God to be the God of not only the Jews but also of
the Gentiles- In consequence, Jonah may be something more than @ tjpe
of the narroy exelusiveness which the author abhored. It is without
preaumptiopjfl trust, to say that missionary ideas are invoked ju the
book. It is a likelihood that if Israel was in possession of the true
religion, then it was Isramel's duty to exercise this duty an enlighte
ening/thos e who were deprived of this knowledge of the true God.

"‘* Kohler claims, "The DBook of Jonah is simply a refutation

‘ of the narrow nationalistic conception of Judaism, it holds
forth the hope of the conversion of the heathen to the true
knowledge of God."

Ho?o%er this is & generesl view. The more specific purpose of the
book 7bema to have been for the proclamation of universality of the
divine plan of salvation and to serve as a vigorous protest against
the 'artibularistic tendencies which now and then 1led meny members of
the people of Israel to strive to narrow the bounderies of the divine

ndﬁen of grace- The book 1s consequently & brilliant example of the
antithesis to the spirit that condemmed the foreign wives.®?

The book doairod to teach the narrov minded religieus Jews of his
age, to acknowledgh divine cepacit; or potency in every human being.
Duhm says that the book anaweru the question-why Géd did not root.y
the heathen and tha sinner.

"Der Verfasser will soinen 201tgenoaaen toleranz und
Ionsh;ohkolt predigen.”

The author directs the latter part of his story to the presentat-
ic* of Jonah's resentment against the sssurence of salvation of the
Ninevites- For although after the return from Babylon, there were

#27. -K. Iohlof ‘Tﬁeolpgy"p. 3Z6- Macmillan Co.
‘ : - |
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stirringe of a gentler nature toward the ignorant heathen, yet the ~
Jewish group as a whole looked upon them a® some classes in Indis look
upon others as the untouchables. 29

piom""o feels that "the practical aim of this little
book is teoa fford guidance in the proper treatment of
the prophetical threatenings; that which the prophet

/ predicts ageinst his will 1s to be considered as the

/ work of God, but man may be able to avert its ful=-

/ filment by means of repentance, and if this be done,

: g?iecgiena must not be made that God's will is not ful-

led.

-

The splendid oracles contained in Is. 42, 43, 49, 5213, 53, 55,
seemed yn awaken few men to action. It seemed that as a2 morel force,
proﬁhut#am was spent, was indeed bankrupt. Then in this epoch of re-
ligious inrrowneaa and atavistic prophetisim, the Book of Jonah might
have been fritton as & satire upon the contemporary prophetic order am

n
as an arpaigment of nations whom prophets represented. The Book of

Jonah lqé probably the work of a man of exceedingly fine literary culture
and possessed of an outlook, broademed by travel and possessed of a

heart se affluence included humor &nd sympathy, as far reaching as ~
that of any noble mind in 0. T.

If the Book of Jonah were written as a satire upon the prophetic
order of the day, it might wvery well be compared to Cervante's Don Quixe
ote. Both possessed,a serious moral purpose says, Preucottal, in his
essay on Gorvlntoa,';;d in reviewing the intellectual and moral temper
of Spain, of the 16th C, draws attention to the mischievous influence
exerted by the books of chivalry them so widely.curremt. 'He goes to to
say that th§ mind of the Spanish people was debauched and their morals ) -8
were 1napierbe foolish and imposeible stories of knightly oyftﬁtrrs
So much was this the case that Gortes petitioned the crown, but in vain,

F26. Wal Z "Ez. 9 lff, 10 1re, Nen.13 “Prr Estner 9 13428, ZAW p. 200 1921
#30. . Theologle Studieu und Kritiken 1862 p. 413 ff. | = nee mp

#31. Prescott Wm. Hielling Biographical and criticallniscellaniea.
31 Lippincotﬁ & Co. 1864.



1o suppress the literature- The begt minds in Spain deplored the pat~
ent degradation of popular tales but were helpless to stay it. Them

it was thnf &ervlﬁtea wrote his immortal satire upon the knight errant.
And like Jonah, the kpight de la Mancha 1is not without elements of
%roatneaa. It is quite évident what Cervantes achieved with his effec-
tive eriticiu, of a type of person who in previous years had fulfilled
a real funoyﬂon, but whose figure had later become 2 nuisance and an
injury to aéclety.

Maybe the author of the Book of Jonah, was similarly proppé?d as
was Cervantes, to satirize the soclety of his day. The Book of Jonah
condemns & popular mood.

The historical purpose of the book is clear. In general, the
author wanted to protest against the religious bigotry which prevailed
among th; mass of contemporaries. David Eimchi points out that the
authowfviahad to advance: How strange nations will hearken to pro-
phatﬂc message, whereas Israel requires frequent admonitionsy How God's
rom:l ble ways are mnnirestedh' How God 1s all too ready to rbrgive,
espe¢ially when so multitudinous a people ar; concerned.

&n conclusion, it might be stated, that while apparently the Book
of Esther and Obadiah represent on the one hand, the demand for the
overthrow of the hsathen, the Book of Jonah on the other hand, repre-
sents Israel's nis;Ion 8s one of love and service to the world. The
author of the Book of Jonah, cleverly sought to weave through his
charming narrative, the doctrine of God's real will for nations, bee
yond the covenant. He took the ideas of a Deutro-Isaih and carried f "
them out to & logical conclusion- Jonah is Israel; often Israel flees
from the duty of God laid upon him. Like Jonah, Israel is cast out
upon strange waters, deep and treacherous, and for a set borléd, oxe

periences a living deaflj ,and finally 1is rescued, to exhibit once more
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W HAAE e , CHAPTER V.
Pedagogic upeot.s
There arp uvoml books in the Bible that might he singled out for

| special studies-in the field of pedagogy. The books of Ruth, Jonah

'

o.nd. Bou+re but a few examples. Here are books which are unlimited
1n their poaqd.bilit.ies, a8 vehicles for moral and religious t-mt.h!, ir

only lpprouqhod pedagogicallye
Pelix Adler in his book "Moral Instruction of Children" has paved

-

the ways

/ He says: "Those who teach the biblical stories mostly
because it has been customary to regard the Bible as

{ the text book of morels and religion, without however,

\ being clear as to the place which belongs to it, imn a

scheme of morel instruction will always, I doubt not,
achieve a certain result. The storlies will never entire-
ly fail ef their beneficdal effect, but. I cannot help
thinking that this effect would be greatly heightened
if their precise pedagogoc value 1s distinctly spprehend-
ed, and 1§2the preparatory steps have been taken in due
course.

As & rule, most teachers gloss over the fascinating story of Jonah.
The ! are at a loss how to explain the great fish episode. Quite fre-
ajtly a2 cynical teacher treats this book very lightly. It were better
/
for such a teacher to omit the story entirely; the serious tuchor, un-
able to uooount. adequately, for the miraculous t.ouoh of the story, o-
mits it and thus one of the grandest pleces of literature, remains un-
noticed, um*ocognfzed.
Kent remarks: "Unfortunately the incident of. Jonah's
being swallowed by & great fish has largel@bscured the
real meaning and the message of the book. Many have
been found, on the one hand, to defend the historicity
of the story 28 a whole, while others, because of the

grotesque character of the miracle, have mjecﬁsg it s’
unworthy of credence or careful oonudomtiqn.

]

#32. Pelix Adler “Morsl Instfuction of Children® p. 110 Imlb{,g:au. Y.

#33. xpig'_t.', Chas. Poster "Serm. Epist-Apoc." p. 4.).‘. 420~
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And this very "fish story" if rendgred properly breathes forth ome of ~
the sublimest lessgns that ever wase In fact the story is not so pres
posterous or imaginary. There are numerous instances vh;re large objects
even horses, have been found whole in the stomachs of lnrsougiQho Dre.
Thomes Beale claims that the spermaceti whale has a throat lhrge.enough
to give passage to a full sized man. Rnysdh mentions ongé case where
the complete body of & man #n armor w;a found in a ahnrg& Whether Jonah
actually lived in the belly of a fish for three days l,nd three nights,
18 not the question; the point is that this incident is merely a poetic
figure, a figure inspired by the g;andeat truth. MNo doubt questions a-
bout the miracle will be asked by the children. Ft might be well for the
teacher to be posted on the following illustrations:
"Pish large enough to swallow a man have doubtless been
f eccasionally in the Mediterranean Sea. The white
8 swallows what it takes into its mouth whole. It
is physically unable to divide 1ts food pilecemeal. Otto
Fabricus tell us "1ta wont is to syallo' down dead or
living men at a gulp"
In 1758, e sailor fell overboerd in the Mediterranean , when a shark
took hil in its wide throat; Jut the captain sth the shark and the
sailor was reacued from his perilous condition #1thout 1njury.. The cap-
tain gave the man the fish whichwas exhibited ’tnroug'hout Burope. It
was 20 ft. long, with fins 9 ft. wide and it weighed 3924 1bs. Blumenw
bach nnkea montiqg of a white shark which weighed 10,000 1ba.-und tella
usthat horses hava been found whole in the stomachs of thnso nonatora
of the deepe &
A writerv of the 17th C. "On the Fish of Iﬁfueilles‘ says
« that men of Nice assured him they once took a fish of the

Canes Carcharias family 4000 1bs. in -oight in the bolly
of which, a man whole was found."

: Mtun bung mt into the sea, was swallowed by @ ‘dolphin. Aricn of
Lesbos m “Mnhud greatly beloved of Periander, King of Corinth.

#34. A Dictionary of Mirecles.: p. 212, ﬁor E. Cobham Brewsr quoting Dr.
Pusey. llnor Prophots- Philadelphin T. B« -Lippincott 1895.
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One day being out at Sea, the mariners agreed to drown him and take .
possession of his moneyj; so they cast him overboard. But & dolphin al-
jured by the music of his lute had folloved the ship and when the poet
was cast into the waves, swallowed him up, and cast him forth alive, on
Taenaros, & town, Laeconia (Herodotus, History 1:23,24).

Hereules being shipwrecked, was swalloved by a fish. Lycophron, the
Greek poet, relates that Herclues, on his home voyage, after the adven-
ture of the Golden Fleece was shipwrecked; and being swallowed by =
monstroud fish was disgorged alive on shore after the space of three
dayse

A perusal of the narrative reveals 2 picture, not 4f & great military
pover, kings, nobles, and armed battalions but merely the vision of
those monotonous thousamnds. The narrator strips his country's foes of
everything foreign, everything provocative of envy and hatred and un-
folds them to Isrsel only in their teeming humanity.j Out there beyond

the covenant in the great wide world, there 1s a people lying in spirit-

ual darkness. They are not created for igrnorance and hostility to God,
elect for destruction but men and womean 'with comsciences and hearts
ready to turn to God. Even to the very farthest ends of the earth and
even on the high places of unrighteousness, God's word and mercy are
just as effective as within the pale of Israel.

A modern writer would unquestionably describe in full detail, the
feelings and thoughts of his heroes; the ancient Biblical writers how=
ever, bring action instead of words. They paint pictures in pithy lan-
guage. For example, the writer of Genesis says nothing of the thoughts
of Adam when Eve gave him the apple but merely "He ate it". The seriptur- '
2l writer of the Abraham-cycle does not saywhat Abraham was hospitable
but merely that he went forth to greet his three guests, bowed himself
to the ground. In the Joseph story, we do not find that Joseph had
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compassion with his brothers but hg turned an.‘.d; to ery. And the same
economy of* words we find in the Jonah narrative- -

Now 4f the teacher tells the story of Jonah in simple biblical
language, she need MNi#ve no apprehension as to the effect this story
-111-. have. . Bverythimyg is so concise, so vivid, so dramatic.

Let us come t,o the main theme. We are not told that the eomnd‘
of Yahweh to go ‘Iu'to Nineveh, displeased Jonsh but that he fled. Not
that Yahweh wa® vexed over Jonah's obstreperous sttitude but merely
that he disturbed the sea. Not that the captainm: asked him whay he had
fled from the presence of Yahweh but: What is thy occupation? And
whence comest thou? What is thy country? And of what people art thou?
Jonsh did not attempt to evade these questions but answered simply,

“Iam a Hebrew, I fear Yahweh, the God of heaven who
‘ made the sea and the dry land.,"

At this juncture, the teacher might ask what effect his confession had
J
on the sailors. The effect of his bold confession is strikingly couched.

| "Then the men were exceedingly afraid” and said unto
him: "Why has thou done this?"

We are n.lrlat told that the men hesitated to cast Jonah overboard, but

they asked him what to do.
"Now the Lord had prepared a great fish to swallow
up Jonah and Jonah was in the belly of the fish
three days and three nights,”

is a striking - ooncln'lion to chapter one.

_ In this chapter of sevenieen verses, we have been with Jonsh down \
at the Joppa port, fleeing from Yahweh to his descemt into his sub-
terranean abode. The speedy chartering of the boat bound for Tarshish, )
the great storm at sea, the sailors battling with a most harrowing
storm, feverish excitement on board; Jonah is found asleep m‘,ﬁo hold
of the ship. Bag and baggage ordered to be flung overboards - Every
man is commanded to pray to h.u‘aoa. The sea becomes ux; and more

|
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tempestuous. Casting of lots is resorted to-Jonlh is the victim. Jongh's
bold confession and, brave suggestion that he bercast overboard. The
hopfulness of the men to reach port of safeTy, but all in vain. The sea
is mastep. To save the 'ship and all aboard, Jonah disappears amid the
mountainous waves. rhﬁ‘sea is calm. A huge fish swallows Jonah. The

reaminder of the narrative is resplete with other such graphic and arrest-
ing pictures. _f

We have no leéngthy description of how Jonah fared in the belly of the
great fish, not a single word about his regret for having fled from the
presence of Yihleh, but simply that Jonah prayed to God. Again imagina=
tion comes 1hto play.

The author purposely omits telling whether or not Yahweh forgave
Jonah but only :

"that God spoke unto the fish and it vomited out Jo=-

; nah upon the dry land"

Was Jonah plbnsed to go to Nineveh when he received his second commision?

Not a word! Merely,

|
, "Jonah arose and went to Nineveh according to the word
/ of the Lord."

When Jonah reached the city were the people prepared for his message?
Apparently he did not prepare them for his message. He memy went a-
bout the city uttering that doleful note.
"Yet tort; days and Nineveh shall be overthrown."
The writer makes no charges against the Ninevites. The question: Why
should the city be destroyed] must come up. The child might ask and
might not. It is conceviable however, that the people muut have been
exooedingly pervarao to have such a fate in store for them. How did
the Nlnavitos receive Jonah's protlgmntiont The noxt verse telld us:
"To the people of Nineveh believed God nnd proéiaimed

& fast and put on sackcloth, from the gro,toat of them
even to the least of them."
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’lhnt aigniflo;nce there is in such a verse. I8 not this a marvelous

'pleture of penitence?

Without much ade, tgey marked their self humiliation by divesting
themselves of every ornament and exchanged their ordinary costly garm-
ents for coarse and hiiry sackcloth. The teacher has marvelous opportuni-
[] f‘l .
ty with the very nexti verse.

/

"And God saw their WORKS. °°° That they turned from
their evil, and God repented of the evil, that he
had said that he would do to them and he did it not"

What a fine delineation of reformation and God's real forgiveness.

1 "The sacrifices of God are & broken and a contrite
\ heart."

Children might do well to memorize such a verse in this connection. This
is the charming conclusion to Chapter 3.
Whereas the third chapter ends with that grand line
/ "God saw their works® ete., the fourth opens up with
a picture of Jonah's displeasure. Y*And it annoyed Jo-
| nah exceedingly and he was very angry."
Why was it necessary to depict Jonah's chagrin over his unfulfilled
I
prophecy? Did not the author accomplish the task he set out to achleve?e
to show th{ pover of true repentance. No the writer would yet complete
his picture. From this point on to the end, he must show the long suffer-
ing of God and the impatlence of man. Jonah was smitten by the stigma of
]
being labeled a false prophet. 'He preferred death. .
"I pray Thee O Lord, was not this saying when I was yet
in my own country? Therefore I fled before,tarshish '
for I knew that thou art a gracious God and merciful,
slow to anger and of great kindness and repentest of

the evil." This verse brings out the pettiness too,
of Jonah. It reveals Jonah &8 an "I Told you sq,f

#35. In Mishna Taanith 1:3-2:4: there is a beautiful description of the
psaner in which the rabbinical suthorities used to proclaim e fast
It is small wonder that the synagogue chose the Bookfd? Jonah as an

appropriate réading for th? day of atonement. i
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Even the youngest child will readily understand the folly of suoh an

attitude. Poor Jonﬂp expressed his vexation indirectly, yet is so obvie
ously clear that he was diqpleaaed because of offended vanity and morti-
fied pride because hia'p?odiqtiona were not fulfilled. Without any

attempt to moralize, the teacher can extract the hidden truths of the

balance of the narrative by acdhering to the simple langusge of the Bible.
' / ’
When impetuous Jonah pleads in the following strain:

"0 Lord I beseech Thee, take my life from me,
for it 1s bettar for me to die than to live," -

* note the charming reply in the form of a mild question:

"Doest thou well to be angry?"
\
Jonah is yet hopeful that the city will be destroyed, so

"he goes out of the city and there made himself
& booth and sat under it in the shadow till he
- might see what would become of the city."

The kikayon served as a shade for Jonah agaeinst the tropical heat, but
Jonah was disturbed when the vine perished so quickly. And immediately

follows that touching line with its significant admonition:

; "Doest thou well to be angry over the gourd vine?"

| The prophet retorted: "I do well to be angry

| even unto death."

/
In this subtle manner, the authar conveys this thought which the children
will indubitably grasp: If such a perishable and comparatively value-
less plant has 1its appoingod purpose and undrulnoan, how much more A
LARGE AND MIGHTY EMPIRE? A gentle but forceful rebuke. What is equal
to the dignity of man? And yet Jonah hed more compassion ofer AN INe
SENSIBLE PLANT THAN OVER MYRIADS OF MEN, WOMEN AND CHILDREN."

"Thou hast pity on this gourd plant which thou
hast not made to grow, which came up in a night
and perished in e night. And should I not have -
pity on Nineveh, that great city, wherein aro
more than twelve myriads of persons that t
ddscern between their right hand and thnir eft -
hand and also many beasts! _

This conclusion is a unique plece,of artistic workmanship. f&o the

40 |
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author, the Ninevites were infinitely precious because they were men.
God ‘knows

no chosen ones, he knows people as his children. The teach-
er by digl

sting the narbntive, must come to the conclusion that there
is & wealth of] pedagogic material compact in these four short chpfters.
And that tha,‘pologuo is effective and rounds out the entire narrative,

e enthusiastic teacher can produce moral effects by using

and that
the materials herewith set forth, I entertain no doubt.

4
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