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I. 

It 1• not the intention or the pree~nt writer to enter the much de

bated tield on the Book ot Jonah. Already there exists a vast ocean 

ot literature discussing the question ot the innumerable aspects ot 

the book e.g. date or the book, whether or not Jonah was h~selt the 

author ot the book lfhi ch bee.rs bis name, whether or not the book iB 

an allegory, pure myth, fiction or history. Frequently, a cheap sense 

ot humor, makes this book a serio - co!ic thing. How tragic that such 

a noble and most enlightened bit ot •riting, should be known tor its ,,,. 

association with a great fish- The purpose or this presentation., is 

an attempt to answer several ques tions-- J'hat does the. book teach? 

What does it symbolize? What did the wrtter protest egainet? What 

did the writer want to advancef 

or course a treatment such as this, may be entirely independent or 

the prevailing controversies as to the boot's historical character, 

but never-the-less, one can arrive at its historical aspect, even at 

the date or the book's origin, by a study ot the literary character• 

18tios, the style, the language, the religious spirit, the purpose 

and the s11111r-tcance or the book-

The Book ot JOJlah 1n ~his paper, •111 receive caretul ana.lrsis 
{/ wrft. . 

trom the following aspecte;\l~ Literary" af Supplementary Chapter 

discussJng the prayer ot supplication rrom a syntactical etu41 2• Be. 

l1gioue spirit- 3- Da.te- 4- B1stor1oal pur~ose and s1gnir1cance- 5-

rr..ot:loal ~ »edagogio aspeots or how it should be taught in the re

lr1g1ows school. I\ It is this last aspect in wblo the wrtter is par

ticularly interested beoawse he teen that the teacher htle an unusual 

tine opportunit1 1n presenting one ot the eubl1mest and inspirational 

ot ator1ee, it he grasps the pedagogic tmplicatione or thie ma ter 

•t~e or art ___ the Book ot Jonah • 

. j 1 
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CHAPTER I-

LITERARY ASPECTS. 

, ni dealing with a marvelous book euoh ae The Book ot Jonah, one 

reels impelled to approach it reverently, one needs take the shoes 

ott his teet, tof' veritably the ground is holy. That thie. humble 

narrative, le the work or geniue, no one can deny. It ls beyond 

queetlon, the spiritual high watel"mark or the Old Testament. Search 

where one may, a etof-y with such a vit4l~ meesage, le nowhere to be 

found- Produce it you can, in any literature , an embodiment ot truthe 

eo strikingly portrayed ae in this simple, sublime book or four chap· 

ters. 1Jhy need one apologize for entering upon the pleaeant task of 

once more calling forth the spiritual import of the singular lessons 

contained in thie profound book? 

The Book of Jonah is cast tbi'!ough-out in the tol"m ot a narrative, 

the onlv one ot the twelve minor prophete among which it 1e placed. 

Could it not more appropriately be claeeed with such books ae Ruth or 

Esther? The queet1on mi~ht arise, was the narrative intended as one 

ot tact?· If not, wby did . the author build hie truth in euoh tapestry? 

The fact that The 'Book ot Jonah ae a narrative ehould be found among 

the twelve prophets, 1e not so exceptional as it would seem to be • 

Parte ot Amoe and Hosea are narrativee ot personal experiences-Aleo 1n 

Isiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, we can t1nd touches ot the narre.rive. What 

ie peculiar of the Book ot Jonah, le the abe,nce or prophetic dlecour~e 

and yet, from the beginning to the end, we find the prophetic spirit 
\ 

woven through it. This tact. alone, regardless of whether the Book ot 
{ 

Jonah is couched in the form ot a pai"able or an allegory, would b~ ~ 

sutt1c1ent ! ,upport tor 1 te adoptio'1 among the ~wel ve minor prophets. 

fbettf the eubetance ot the bo~~ reveale iteelt to ue, we perceive 

more clearly the tull juetitl cation or its 1ncor.porat1on among the 

. " 

1 0 . 
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<propl!le ts • 

1 What le this bookT Xalisch1 suggeete Jeremiah 18: 1-10 ae t.h• 

possible tbeme tor the Book ot Jonah. 

•Jeremiah r elates that b~· God's col!lmand, he went into the 
house ot a _ potter, whom he found at hie work, and who as 
he noticed, whenever a ves sel did not eucceed to hie 
eatietaction, fashioned it at iµs pleasure, into another . 
utensil which eeemed to him superior.• Then the word ot 
God came to the prophet: •At one time I speak concern
ing a kingdom or nation to uproot, to crueh and to destroy 
tt, but tt-:.that nation againet which I have pronounced, 
turn trom their wickedness, 1· w111 repent or the evil that 
I thought to do them" -

Kalisch remarks that these word.a may be regarded as the theme or the 
text of the Book ot Jonah. it they did not actually prompt the author 
to compose it-

Briefly put, the story recounts the adventures of a man who did 
his best to ~scape the will ot God but found this will irresistible
It followed atter him and would not let him go. It is a picture or a 
man who had ehut hie heart within a narrow, eectarian view or God, in 
whi ch, he and hie ~in were favored by divine protection, yet lived to 
see not only the heathens objects ot God's care, but that little 
children and even dumb animals had their own place in the universal 
love. 

~ 
According to Rev. J. Whiton •the Book ot Jonah is the 
most intensely individut.listic book in the Bible. The 
theme is the experiences of a solitary man alone om the 
sea amid heathen strangers, alone 1n the waves as a i perish
ing outcast amid the menatera of the deep, alone in a 
foreign land among a people whom he bates- The experiences 
of th1e lonely wanderer, are related as divine lessons to . 
him, recoen!zed ae such by his conscience, and recogniz
able as such by every conscience, without any comment on 
the part ot the author- Jonah seems to give the impression 
that he belongs to a rue described by h1e own prophete ae 
a rebellious and etitt.-aecked people• And the verv ~or
rections desc%'-1bed by hie experie~ees, epitomizes hle 
people~a htatorical training.• . 

'l'h• literary torm in 1fhich hie experience~ are set forth, is at 
" --r· - .... 

once simple and striking- His epeedy chartering \oft the boat, hie deep 
' slW1ber in the hold or the ship, the etenn, the frantically uttered 

prayers or these heathen sailors, the uncanny casting of the lots, the • 

fl. 

12. 

. . 
Xaliach, Marcus M Bible Stud}ee. Vol II P. 262. Longmans, G een 
&. Co-18'78. . 

R. G. Moulton. The Biqle as Litera:b~e- Thomas Cronwell & Oo. 
N. y. p. 223. tf artioie. ' The Book ot Jonah. Rev. J. W. Whiton. 
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flinglag ot Jonah overboard, th~ sea moneter ehelterlng Jonah th• 
. 

~ender gourd•• What p1th1neee ot description and with what vivid &b-

• •t-etlect1on.--

ends-- the vivid imagination givee way ·to c&lm 

•rt is all passing strange , •saye Juluis A. Bewer3 in hie 
introduction to Jonah. "we are in. wonderland: Surely 
this is not the record of actual historical events, nor 
was it ever intended as such. It ie a sin against the 
author to treat ae llteral prose what he illtended ae poet
ry. The story is poetry, not prose. It is a prose poem, 
not history-• -

•The ancient Jews ,juet as other oriental peoples, loved 
roaance, and a story effectively told would carry bome 
its own lesson where a simple straightforward address 
would have been useless- our author knew this well. 
Other prophets told parables and had gained a hearing 
where otherwise it would have been imposs ible. The great 
teacher ot post-exilio Judaism made frequent uee or 
stories as a means or teaching, compare only the stirring 
tales told in Daniel to mention no other.• 4 

The varioue interpretations given to The Book ot Jonah• 

The allegorical or symbolic interpretation. Some scholars, •• 

mong them Kleinert, Cheyne, o. A. Smith, regard the story as an alle• 

gory not as a parable. To them it is an allegory or Israel's hi~tory

Ierael <: Jonah ae God's servant and prophet and wae to bring his truth 

to the nation- But i t evaded its duty and was in consequence, ewallowed 

up, 

"by the power ot Babylon : (the great fish). In the Baby
lonian exile, it turned and prayed to Yahweh and was dis
gorged or liberated- After the restoration, 1t was dis
satisfied with Yahweh's long surre~i~g with the nation~e 
and waited tor their punishment.• 

Others have olassitied the Book or Jonah ae: prophetic legend, 

parable, didactic tale, diaotio phantaey, an apology, a midrash, a po

lemic, a eat1re, a ~yth. our purpose at hind is to ascertain 'it• liter

ary value rrom the point ot view ot l oftiness or thought, of depth or 

#3. 1.c.c. P• 4 in section. on Jonah. 

#4. Ibidem P• 7. 

Ir,. 1 c .c. Jonah p. io- sirewer J .A • 
• 
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feeling, ot 1te appeal to the.aesthetic sense. 

{ . Right at the outs$t, the heathen is put in a favorable light, 

'---J heathen though the ~a1lors are, yet what marvelous consideration, what 

deeP ethical appreciation they possess with regard to their passenger. 

How cleverly Jonah the egoist ie contrasted with these sailors who dis

play a spirit directly antithetical to that ot ·Jonah. And later on in 

the story , we t1nd Jonah's egotism brought out in marvelous relier 

whe~ he gives little consideration to the Nin..evitee. 

I 
. 1 

4 
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!'he sa·11ore sarcastically, we. might say, were concerned about a 

single 1ndlv1dual, but Joiiah held out no loving !:and to thoueands. 

Jonah to the vel"y end remains stubborn, unyielding, unloving. Thie 

unlque story, lends itself very weii7 to • dramatic presentation.- Pro

logue and JSp1logue-• 
Scene 1. Jon"1 in Plight- -

The Lord callee/ upon Jonah. ~Go to Nineveh that great 

city and ory against it, tor their wickedness 1s come up be~ore me•-

Such a OClqJD1Bs1on was a e~rn t est upon even an experienced prophet's 

courage. Wba t was it t 

acquiesce, to this 

made Jonah so reluctant to follow out, to 

It becomes evident that Jonah det6cted in 

the tone ot this command, a tender concern over Nineveh rather than a 

vindictive anger. It proi.bly would have been very agreeable to Jonah 

to announce doom to the N nevitee but to call them to repentance- this 

Jonah was unwilling He theretore turned hie back on Nineveh and 

the Lord and he went do'n to the part or Joppa and chartered a ship •To 

flee .unto Tarshish, awa from the presence or the Lord.• 

' Scene 2. Suddenly there tell upon the sea: a great 

hurricane which caught the ship in such a tempest ot wind and storm that 

the siurdy boat was on t~e verge of destruction. Jonah was lying tast 

asleep as. though a traveler of leisure and contentment- on boaJ"d~ ebip 

there is cons1.ernat1on, each man calla upon his god tor .. 1vation- Th• 

valuable cargo is. thrown in.to the sea. Pr&ntLcally the captain shook 

Jenah 011' ot his deep slumber, commanding him to call upon his God to 

stay the impending destruction • 
. 

Prom the appa~nt dearness of the gods 1 to their cries, 
. 

th• sailors came to the oonclue1on tbat eome Nemesis was pursuing one 

ot their number, to the peril or all, and recourse 1e had to divination, 

to discover tb• n1screan\ •ho ba'8 prqvoked this WJ"ath eo unappeaeable. 



.. 

The lot 1s cast. It falls on Jonah. He recognizes the writ or divine 
' • justice and he manfully urges his shipmates tJ save themselves by sur-

r:iendering him 'to his doom, and before they oomp1ied with hie J'equeat, 
I 

thtY rowed vigorously to reach a pert ot se.tety. · Pa1l:1ng in this, they 

acceded, and fearsomely tlung him overboard. Then their distracted 

cries, rose to the very heavens, that they be pot hel d guilty ot inno

cent ploo~ ,. i n casting Jonah into the sea. When the sea ins tantly 

ceased 1 ts ,turbulent agitations, these sailorR were struck by the mani--
testation ot Jabweh's mercy to them- Then the author in a free, in

ventive spirit of the midrash, invokes the marvelous, since his point 

is simply, that however hard we try to escape Him , God has all the 

means or His Almightiness to outwit us and bring us back• The author 

had a great truth to present and nothing stood in his way. It a huge 

tis~ •as necessary for his message, he proceeded to create one

Act II. Jonah's Deliverance--

Means ot rescue provided in the form of a sea monster

•Now the Lord had prepared a great fish"- .. 

\. 

See supplementary section to Cbipter I · 

Jonah's pra~er of confession, supJSlj.cation, consecration and 
/ . 

triwn»hant taith, was answered s~lkingly, as strikingly as he had been 

arrested 1n his fugitive course• s, 



I 

I 

•And the Lol"d spoke unto the fieh and it disgorged Jonah upon 
dry land". 

Act III. (The scene now shifts from the lonely sea to the 

..,populace city or Nineveh.) Jonah finally became obedient to the call-

"Ar1se, go into Nineveh, that great city and preach unto it, the 
preaching that I bid thee•. 

Ohap. III. verse 2 . Without parley or demurring, he took his long 

journey unto Nineveh-

"How Nineveh was an exceeding great cit~ of three days journey". 

Without any introduction whatsoever, Jonah announced in the hear

ing ot the popula ee, the Lord' a ultimatum• The s tor!' of Jonah's previ-

ous oall, an~ 1ts seeming grotesque outcome, may have preceeded him and 

the proud city may have made sport of it all• But now 1fhen this quaint 

man appeared in the streets, and delivered hia startling, terrifying 

message 1n such pbeitlve and authoritative terme, the populace wae deep

ly moved. The attention of the throne was captured and the monarch for 

himself, at once assumed the attire and the as pect or utterest humili

ation. A universal taet wae proclaimed• Even the animals were requbred 

to be clothed in sackcloth and deprived or food. Although Jonah's ulti-

matum promised no amnesty trom swift destruction under any circumstances, 

yet these extreme eteps 1'ere taken, in the hope that the God ot Jonah, 

wculd turn from hie purpose or ~r&th and forgive them as a loving tat.her. 

Jonah and the G9urd 

(Jonah would rather di~ than have these penitents 

live. He frankly lets all or hie badneea out and mal4ee oonteesion to 

God that it Wll8 jUttt because he kn~" tJ'lat thing~ would tum out 1n thle 

way. that he atte~pted to tlee to Tarehieh• Unwilling that hie pre-

diction should be t'l'u8t~ted, e.ven bJ 41vtne rorglveneee, Jonah howewr 

was not pleased by thee~ worke or the Winevitee, tor they ehowed the 

workings or d1v1ne grace 1n their he.rte and their •ery actlone lndi-

7 



:.oated to the •Sy po881bllity that-Jonah 'e message Would f'&tl.) 

hie lack or 8J'llpathy •1th Him. •hose 

•mercies are over all his creatures,• 

L and ~ hie deep chagrin at the probability or being pronounoed a tala 

I 
prophe~ Jonah professed to prefer death to such humiliation. Gently -
came tbt\t tone of reproof 

•noest thou well to be angry?• 

Somewhat uplifted from hie depreesion, Jonah made a booth rar --------himself outside or the city and eat down to see what would befall 

Nineveh. A gourd quickly sprang up and threw a grateful shade over Jo• 

nah's booth th.at he might find some comt'ort. Jonah 'almost forfiot hie 

grief through his gladness over the gourd.-

But t h is relief was of short duration; a worm attaoked this 

transitory plan~ and made 1t wither. The hot sun beat down mero1leee

ly upon Jonah and again he uttered that cry 

"It is better for me to die than t o live•-

onoe more came that gentle chiding to th!~ true but thorougll

ly human prophet. 

"Doest thou well to be angry for the gourd?" Jonah replied 
not wt thout a meaeur.e ot truth- •r do •ell to be angt·y even unto 
death," The E01'4 doeR not contradict Jonah but he confronts him with 
a stunn1n6 comparison and oontraet. "Thou hast pity on the gourd tor 
which thou haet not labored neither madest it grow; Which flourished 

a night and per18hed 1n a night. Should not I spare Nineveh, that 
great o1ty •herein there -.re six score thou.eand persons that cannot 
d1tterent1ate between their rtgbt band and their left hand and altor o 
much cattlet• 

This question put, the story ends, tor the question carried 1ts own 
ans••r~a and anything else would be supertluOU8. 

Whl\t Dr. Buttenwe1ser said •1th regard to Job, may be eu1ta• 

bly applied t~ the Book ot Jonah. I 

"Such complete harmony ot rorm and .thought. au.et be the work 
or an 1nd1Yidual genule ot the highest order. !be Job story ts a 
product or reneotive art, Just as ve the stories ot Ruth and Jonah) 
two other ••t.erp1eces dating t'N>a 1.he aaae per1od. In theee as 1n 

· Job. Uie Yt.Yldnese and lol'ty presentation, the depth and . thought. and 
th• Bllbtle b&rmony or thought and jtorm, are the outstanding 11ien.,., 

8 



teaturee. In all three, psyohologicaJ. analysis, moral preachment,..-4 ~ 
llterary ornament are so dexterously woven into the fabric~, so made 
a vital part ot it, that the reader is not aware of the procesa, bu!t 
conscious or the etfect." 6 

• 

Moses Buttenwieser. 

.. 

., ·~ . 
/ 

The Book ~t Job -· 23 . Maomill•n co. N. Y. 
1P26. 



Supplement to Chapter I w~th notee. 

l Prayer of Suppl1cat1on-Arrangepent of Jonah 2 :3-10 

,/ 

.. 

l. And God prepared a great f1eh to ewallow Jonah 

And Jonah remained 1n the bo~els or the f 1sh 

for three da~re and three n1~h te. 

2. And Jonah prayed to the Lord hie God out of the 

bowele of the f 1eh eay1ng 

~. out of my d1fttreee I call 

4. 

Unto the Lord, that he may anewer me; 

Prom the womb or the ne therworld, I cry out 

Hear thou my voi ce ! 

Por thou d1dftt ca et me into the deep, 

Into the heart or the eeae, 
7 

Th• floods ever more engulfing me , 

All thy wavee and billowe, 

Paeeed over me. 

6. And I thought "I am east out 

Prom tt).y eight; 

How can I ever again gaze 

Upon thy holy templet• 

o. Th• waters have oompaeaed ma about to suffocation, 

The deep wae round about me, 

Sea weeds olWlg about m~ head; 

7. I have gone do•n to the land •hose ~s 

AJ-e everlasting bolte, 
\ 

But thou wilt bring me up altTe tro~ the abyee, 

O Lord my Ood. / 

#7 See IS. 6 : 4 'UJ ~ n s b I .J' . :l... ii I 

The temple became ever more tilled with emoke 
lo 



a. BVen thou~ my eoul is taint within me, 

Yet I remember the Lord; 

May my prayer come unto thee, 

To thy holy temple. 

'!'hey who worship the illueory 

Reject thy love tor th8m : -:.,_.. ____ _ 
- -

But I, with a prayer of thanksgiving, 

Will offer sacritices to thee; 

What I now vow I will surely pay. 

Salvation ie the Lord 'e. 8 

11. Whereupon Cod gave order to the tieh that it should 

vomit Jonah torth upon dry land. 

#8 Thie p,hrase ie to be considered ae a stock 1>hrase, "It 

presents the sum and eubetanoe of the whole hymm." .... And the 

toroe of which le heightened. both by 1 te unexpetct~ euddenneee 

and its concise rorm ae a general maxim. It otight tperetore 

not be connected wt th the preceding words nor 21hould 1 t be re-
n 

etricted to the writer alone. 

»· Kalisch. Biblical Studies. Vol. ?• p. 21g. 
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Noteson Jonah's prayer of supplication-

Verse 3-

Right here it might be stated that the writer or this theste, 
- 7 . 
has the strong teeling that the author or the Book ot Jonah, fully in-

tended to convey the thought that Jonah offered this prayer while in 

the belly ot the fish• Were it otherwise, the spi~it ot the whole 

p:rayer would be lost- .1' ~>'lW does not allow any other translation but 

1n a precative sense. There we have a clear cut . case ot precative 

perfect. 

Verse 4-

See note on this verse on previous page. 

Verse 6-

•t• am• cast out trom thy s ight". See psalm 3lt2~-
•Agttated I thought I am cast out from thy sight" (reading 'J\W1 )J 

tor'.J\~~>V as round in Jonah 2:6 Another translation-
•1n my erstwhile agitation I thought I am cast out trom thy 

eight, yet 'theu shalt (pr ophetic perfect) hear my supplication •hen I 
cry unto thee -

This phrase "cast out from thy s i ght" i s not necessarily a 

plagiarism trom Jonah 2 :5 but it is more probable that this phrase in 

psalm 31:23 was taken from Jonah which is or much higher character in 

l1te:rary thought, and tor proof we mar olte the verbatim Quotation from 

Jeremiah in psalm 31:14; verse 11 also as dep~n4ent UP9Jl Jer.emiah 

20:1~ ~hich t~ough not directly quoted seems to be model tor latter 

psalm verse (31:14) There are also other evidences ~n psalm 31 or 
borrowings. 

Road with Theodotion J~ 1netead ot 1 ~ . Most translations 

give a sl:;pose~ assU!'allee t~t he (Jonah) will be saved. On account 

or m1ea1ng the precat1ve sense in verse 3, the ordinary translations 

get ott the ti-ack entirely; the K11J V!Rn S,e in Verse ~ . Upon it de

penda the interpretation or the whole prayer. Once this is establleh

ed., then wec.annot avoid the concluaio~ that verse Sb has been usually 



and accordingly ~ pN,sented am incons ist~nt and false as-1-___ _.._ __ 

· ance that does not approach the true loftiness of the whole prayer~ 

he ~ ot ~hich is s~t in verse :5 ; because it inje ts into the current, 
I , • 

1nte~pretat1on ot verse 5b amt irr1~levant note or shallo optimism which 

~al/" tar short or the true spirit of fervent prayer and n God ex-

pr7 ssed by precatl.ve perfects er V'9rse 3 . In this connection it ~ 
be i n teresting ~o note what Ibn EzJ~ says. Hie comments on Jonah 2:2tt~ 

... 
are remarta11le in light of the tac't that he arrives at a true understand-

ing or the preoative sense either ·through intuition or logic- He s e es 

t he difficulty and anticipa t es the mis take which l a ter commentators made

namely , that Jonah composed the P"lyer after t he fish vomited h im forth . 

Unlike the later exegete s Ibn Ezra, is not disturbed by "''Yhb transla ted 

by many 

"trom out o~ the belly of tlh.e · fish," "after having proce eded from 
belly.• 

.To Ibn Ezra 1 t ie absolutely clear that Jonah prayed while IN the belly 

of the fish- He claims that comm~ntators distort its true meaning be

cause they do not happen to tind "~t:>11nstead or' ':I t>h; but they ta11 to 
)~w 

note the words- 'J\~ IUll\f '9.2.J'? - ~ F.-•,,., -r1ts 11111er11106I f'-"T "/ SIMol I e'Y fo' hip~ 

- •r cey out trom the womb• U .ike •y ory out trom the depth" 

J. !1 f VA T;, Jo#'r4 h 2.: 2 

l '.Jl)~'l f D , I' n y n n 

I~ IUlc:>b ~J)\)il l~'~lil/ IUl,n W')t)'~ 1~'1 /l'tU')l:JI') iJ 

,,1'1~ nw.J."tt '>~ '-"~~,h~ r, ~Sgpij ~$ ;u1• ·.) 
1.l.h:ln Q~ 11.1 )l",ilJ .'~t>i 1t.>lt 1.SI "~bb ,..,.~,.,&0, 

• ') -,J '!j J 
1jl l' ./l~"I i' tl I I' I'> j l?I') jl '))} :)\~ J 11/J llO ~blJ 

) fJ-t-'r'W £)1CO DLLlil ~~ ,1wt ))c.>JHl ,, 1' 1 ~~ './l) Ill .Ii 

11.1'1 il'n '#-.~ il._,'> i'IJnl 'Jl)CJn i·'>~ ~111'1 p -:>:>l, 

1.1''>c.>n if\i- ':> ,1':11 ~,i1 · ~hi? fJI\~~ 1 "lll~ j>J1',7~~1''f 
:~.,~ 'n ~.,~,I 11.h:> ~ , . 
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1'h• current translations of 5b are therefore untenable. 

l 
May I remark that having arri~ed independently at this 1nterpnt• 

tation or verse 5, 

that ~fe1'er in the 

the writer was most gratified subsequently, to find 

I. c. c. was in complete accol"d with the writer's 
I 

ow~ conclusion. To a remarkable extent. the present writer arrived at 

tpe identical translation by attempting to apply the spirit or Bibll

~l exegesis acquired in the class room with Dr. Buttenwieser. 

6b must be included as a part of the speech of~ 5a ~hieh expresses 

th• thought~ or despair that seized Jonah as he descended into the 

depths. We are to assume that the prayer is of one who ls praying to · 

be released. 

Verse 6-- -

\LJ~..\ ,~ has presented d!ff icul ty. 

Verse 7--

7a is Be'1er's translation. He, however, omits the first two words 

of the verse. I retain them__!.nd with Nowack in Kittel Bible read -x~~il 

!~stead or a· "'\il • Haupt would om1 t b part of verse 7- It can be re-

1 tained and by merely changing the Vav consecutive to a Vav conjunctive ----
' which change makes it possible to maintain a future tense in this prayer 

rather than tlle mistaken use of the past tense '1h1le Jonah is still in 

the belly of the fish and still unsaved. 
, 

Verse ·8--

Bewer here arrives at a similar conclusion to which I have arri ved 

in verse 7 With :regard to)(l1J\l 1n Terse 8, the Vav Of~b.J'! Which he 

would change from its oonseout1ve vocalization to a Vav conjunctive~li~I 

which Vav becomes a mei-e connective and need not be translated. 

Verse .9--

Illusory- means idols or talse 

• . 

5Ymaachus tried to evade a d1tficul(y ot thle veree by reading l,Oh 
.J +, 



tor 010~ but this 1e unnece&sary since by retaining the reading 
. I 

the~e 1a' conveyed the objective rel~t1onah1p of God's love POR THJl'J4. 

These latter two words are s1gn1f1cant. fr}lere ta an altere.tive 

ree.41r,ig ofOilO fltl which 1e suggested by Kitt.el...and Marti which word 

means ·~~r r~fuge•. 

Verse 10·- • . 
By changing SI~~ to Sifl~ and consid ing jJ'7t./l a s direct object 

ot ilhi1'1-we might transla te 10 a A, "'but I amid loud prayer, Will 

offer up sacrifices of thanksgiving. S 'r'f as it !I tands, ie a con-

struct but by chaJ'.l6'.lng 

article. 

The psychological 

it to S lr~.!l. it becomes absolute with definite 
- I 

\ 
assumption ~s th.at while in the bell~t ot the 

fish, Jonah makes a vow to perform a certain act it God will deliver 

hilt Therefore Nodarti './111J must be translated 1n the present tense 

and must be considered ae a perfec or an act which 1s eimultaneo\18 

with the statement- Ct. Gen. 14: 2! ~.11/ b 1 1 ~. I litt up-- that is I 
o:t 

have~the moment, ae I speak lift up my hand to heaven. See Driver 

"Use ot TeneeJ. 1n Hebrew". P • 15 Here Driver compares this with the 
• 

' Greek "Aorst of immediate past~. 

II Sam. 16:4 "I bow myself down"- in act of bowing down-

II Sam. 17:11 I advise, II Sam 10:·30 I say (in aot of saying ) 

i Kings 1: 35'ft'l~f1J11~1 and p11il do I appulnt (to be , .... prtnoe 
' 

over Israel. ) 
. 

Frederick Bleek 9 comee pretty close to a clearer understanding ' 
. 

or Jonah's pra~rer of euw>lioatiop 1n the following remarks: 

•tt i s quite contrary to .the tenor of the narrative to 
suppose, ae many have thought, that the thanksgiving eong of the 
prophet was composed and sung atter the fish had vomited him up• tor 
we are expressly told, 1n v. 1, tlw.t Jonah made this prayer out'ot 
the belly ot the tish, and this, as hie swallowing up and preser-

Frederick Bleek. An introduction to the O~d Te1tament Vol. 2 p. 
184--- 1888 

, 



yation are spoken or immediately before~ can only he intended to re't.._er 
to the time during which he was in the stomach or 1~he creature; and it 
is not related until atter the oommuntcat1on of th~' psalm, that the 
tish ai Jehovah's command, vomited Jonah up on the dry larld-" . 

Ai\d a few lines previous, he makes a statemen1~ , •hioh to may mind, 

detracts fifom }\is fine interpretation. 
< I c 

"Least ot all could this position of t he prophet be felt to 
~~ a s~te or complete deliverance, as would appeai~ from the song ch. 
u. 2-9; whioh song, however, does not appear at all eu1table to his 
clrcum tances, as it ls not a prayer of deliveranc~,, but rather a 
t hank' 1v1ng tor salvation experienced." 10 

Bleek slips us when he call t he prayer 
"A t hanksgiving for salvation experienced." 

hie is just what it is not. Jonah had not yet ex1perienced salvation. 
must !7epeat._ here that Jonah's pra~·er was in thte nature of a 

supplication. 

t. 
-~.>~,,,/ "\ , 

16 

#').O • Ibiden P• ~84. Lpndon: Geo~ge Be~l & .S~s- ·rork st. convent 
1Garden 1888. 



f 

a noted bi bllcal scholar, asserts that t he Book oJ~ Jonah · is not only 

h1 tor1cal but that Jonah did go to the Htnevetes - Reasoning as he 

dioea z places the origin or the book between th4~ years 606 and 586-
, 12 

What pose would such a book have 13ad in the yeo.rs 606 and 586? 
/ 

J 

( 
111. V1de. !heolog1e Stud1e~ und K~1t1ken Vol. 79 P• 188 Gotha 1906 

112. , c. B· Gadd Chronicle has establish¢ date cir tall of N1n~veh at 
~12 B. C. 

1. 



CHAPTER~ II 

Rel1g1oue Sp1r1t

tt 1e quite conceivable that a clear grasp ot the outward liter

ary ror&-.o17 any work or art le essential to the understanding of its 

' matter an~' spirit- Having made a literary etudy of the Book or Jonah, 

we are 90• better prepRred to extract the rel1g1oue ep1r1t or this 
I 

un1que 1masterpiece or literature- What special note ie •oven through 
/ 

this boott Right at the outset, we t1nd the book opening Yith the 
I 

I -

conception or accepting the Gentiles repentance and God'e recognition 

ot it• The book terminates with thie idea - In th1e oonnection , 

{those famous Chapters ot Deutro Isaiah (40-66 ) may be cited - Thie 

'aae ~dea may b e found 1n Zechariah 8 23 and those daye, ten men or 

all the tongues or the nations, shall seize the skirt or a Jew 

ay1ng, 
'We 1'ill go with you, for we have bee.rd that G~ 1e with you."' 

In the book of Jonah, we eee the lofty conc.ftione ae promulgated 

" by ihe great literary prophets - a proclamation of univereality of the 

divine plan of salvation to all peoples. 

Viewed ae a coherent whole, the book would eeem to have been 

written with the dominant intention of proclaiming a bold and de

termined protest against the rigid, popular, narrow Jewish outlook 

upon the ~or- d or mankind, according to which God's interest wae 

etriclty confined to the family or Abraham, while the reet of hW!llnity 

was aooureed and 1M-e•bcably doomed to eteMial rejection. An4 that 

which g1ve1 pennanent ~lue to th1e book, is the •rlter'e clea~ under

etand1ng ot how }\UIDNl and natural it le tor one to contract hie tsylipa

tby. Thie natural ten4end7 or the human heart, he ti~de to be alwaye 

1n opel"&tton. / • 

Th• m1eeion ot Moeee e.g. wae to deliver t)le Israelites, Bl.1ja1\ 

wae to reclaim the choeen people or Jah~eh, but Jonah wae commanded . 

18 



1'o go and preach repentance to a heathen people, th• natural enemies 

. or hie own beloved Ie:rael. When we remember that Jo~h wae a Hebrew 

or th~ Rebrewe, a n).ion taught and commanded by the law, not to have, 

any 1n1''-'te relations •1th the eurrounding ne.tiane, it ie not marvel-
• 

oue that'1-le ehould not ~ve heeded tl8 h1e f1ret eummone. 

J'hat a grand step ror•ard in the pageant ot the religioW!I ep1rit! 

And ~re 1e where t he author strikes the highest epiritua~ note when 
J 

h• ~oeen •t heeitate to uee an Ieraelite as hie hero, de~cribing him in 

uo flattering ierms• Hie narrow mindedneee and lack of charity are 

painted in dtemal colore. There ie no effort at concee.l ment or pe.lli-

( o.tion . In tact, Jonah'e disobedience and r evengeful spirit are made 

prominent• At what disadvantage doee Jonah the prophet appear when 

compared with the hea then sail.ore or the wicked Ntnevt teft! At thie 

juncture, it ie unnecesRar y to diecuss whether the book ·11!1 a mere 
I / fiction, but it 1e evident t hat the author bringe out t he rel1g1o'WI 

epiri t of the book8 eul,11mel~r when he assigns the hero of the story 

to such an ignoble poeition. It ie very·patent, that the writer as ~ 

cribed to t.he hea then sailors , a nobility of character, far superior 

to that ot Jonah, and to the idolatro'WI inhabitants of Nineveh, a 

r eadiness to accept the worde of Jahweh and repent, which an ordinary 

Hebrew would beeitate to attribute to any people, oute1de the pale ot 

Il!lr&el. 

0 'Jfbe writer, "a ~coro.\_ng to Kalisch , •11ved at an epoe}\ When the 
the Jewe, teeble and imperfectly organized, hardly preten4e~_ to nation
al importance and surveyed the hietory ot the past trom a re,1~1oWt 
rather than a political aepeot. He wae therefore unable to conceive 
any other object ot Jonah's journey than mo~l retprmatton, al\d 1t 
wae .from th1ft point of view .that he endeavored to eetirnate 1ts1 c1'araet•r; and s1gn1t1oance. ff• e·ucpeecled 1n hilt,. task, ~ at l _staat ln all 
essential poin~e, to a de~ree which fV.lly -justitles tbe place hjs 
narrative occupies in th'9 Hebrew canon; .for in 1deap and copceptlone, 
it breathes the lotty spirit ot the gr,ateet and n9blest or· aebrew 
prophets- !he mighty force an~ beneficent away oti that splrlt, are 
proved l>Y t,be un4en.1abl' tact that even it.a echoes and last 'ftbratlona 
had the power to uplift and purity and enlarg._e the minds and to cement 
the eyapath!es between rac• and race, in an Age which by all 1"8 . 

18 
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~endenoles and a thousand 1nfluenc~s, aimed at seolusion and ieolati<>?·" 

only the strongest conviction ot a writer, could represent the 

worldly e.nd pitiless As~yri~s as meekly listening to the denunoi-
7 ation of a total stranger, and with no other weapon than enthusiasm 

anq eloquence. In short, we can see the main current of the re-

1 ll31ouA spirit of the book to be -- Jahweh is God alone over all the1 

sea and the dry land. Everywhere the mind of man, even or hea then 

men, i s suscept ible to the sense of sin. Jah~eh's operat ions have 

only to be known, tor all men to believe in him. The conclusion 

which the prophet sought to evade, hardly needs drawn. Israel's mist

s ion and deAtiny or mankind are plain- The book is a beautiful poea1, 

whether it paints the humanity of the heathen sailors or the mournintg 

or the prophet over the decay of the gourd, or part icularly the d1v1.ne 

~~nderness in ministerlnn to the diseased mind or the prophet with bis 

imperfect conceptions or in pitying t he little children or Nineveh. 

More than th.at, we see the author's love of mankind, his kindly ap

preciation of all that is good and beautiful in men everywhere .. 

out or the life of Jonah, and out or t he experience of a ship"s 

crew ot heathen sailors , and out of the Ninevite spectacle, the author 

establishes the grea t and fundamental tMlth of the immanence or the 

living of God -- al1'ays everywhere, with everybody from the mightieut 

monarch to the lowliest maid-servant behind the mill, whether sepa

rately or in casual groups or in the body ot a ~hole kil,lgdom or em

pire. Jonah ~roves the universal fact expressed in the language or 

the psalmist, 

-whither shall I flee from thy pre~ence? 
bed nether-world, thou art there.• Pe. 1~9 : 1, a. 

It I make my 

There seems io be a~eement among B1Pl1eal echola~s, that tQ• 

Book ot Jonah was wr1t•en to~ a ver7 det 1te and distinct purpoae

It thererore et!"'llck me •1th surprise •~n I tound that Hans Schmidt,• 

"' 



SeRll'4• tails to take cogn1zanoe of· the tact that the Book or Jonah 

had a distinct purpose. 
\ 

It was not written purely because a writer 

want~d ~erely a write a story-
I 

only the ex1geno1es of a certain age, 
A 

could ve prompted t he formulation or such a book. 

In language and style, the Boole or Jonah may not possess the 

that the second Isaiah reaches, but the spirit ' pervading the 

Bqok or Jonah ts without question a culmination or those lofty con

ceptions prea ched by t he earlier litera r y prophets. ~he message in the 

Book of Jonah is succinctly put• The implications are precise and clear. 

To sum up, we can see th.at the strong point of the Rook of Jonah, 

does not lie in historical detail but in humanitarian and religious 

ideas. The book strikingly illustrates the beautiful doctrines of re-

' pentance, mercy and love. The heathens are •auch Menachen~-

> 

•• 

r ;· 
• 
. • 
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CHAPTIR III 
tllTB 

There seems to be general agreement that the Book of Jonah was 

•ritten-a'rten the exile, and yet not later than third century B. c. 

Acco~ng to Dr. Bewer 13 the book had its origin between 400 and 200 

B. C Sir George Adam Smith placee the book at 300 B. c .• one hundred 

t.nd) th1rty years after the work of Ezra and Nehemiah 14 • Paul Haupt. 

would place the book under the reign of Alexander Jannaeus 100 B. c. . . 
elaiming that the book was a Slad.ducean protest against Pharisaic 

( exclueiveneaa- K~~1ech believes the book to have been written within 

\ Persian period 638 B. c. 332 B. c. 16 The prose part of the Book ot 

Jonah could not po~sibly have been written earlier tha~th centu.r-y 

f or Ninev7 wae not a great city before that time. The date or the 

I 
tall ot Nineveh ~ 612 B. c.16 must be considered. 

Those who do not accept the book aa pure history, think that 

they have some juat1t1cation for their concluaiona, inasmuch aa thi• 

great .event ia not corroborated by any other prophet or o. T. writer. 

(Thia would bring strength to the al'gUDlent that the book i• ot late 

origin.) Nor 1a there any reference on Assyrian aonuments -apparent

ly the Aeeyrians were not given to reeo~ rel1g1oU8 events upon monu-

ments. 
• 

SUrely if anyone had written the book in the 8th c., it ie con• 

ceivable that he •ould have said Nineveh IS a great city because in 

th~• just prior to its destruction, Nineveh ~ae a mos powerful 

~ity. ur. c. J. G~dd in a paper read before the British Aca~e•y tn 
..... - -- ._. ,,,_. ----

fl3. Julule A· Bewor. A Critical and Exegetical £ommentary I.c.c.p.l~. 

#1•· Sir GeQrge Adam Smith. Expositor's Bible. 
,,; 

#16. •· •· 1a111eb. Biblical Studies po.rt J P• 222. Longoa "'1878. 

#18. c. ff• CJadd. Paper before British Ac~demy July lg23. 
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~uly 1923, described a Babylonian ~ablet which dates the tall ot Rin!• 

veh 1n the 14th year or Napolaesar's reign 612 B. c. In any event, 

the booh could not have been written sooner that 612 B· c. the time 
• when Nineveh, was considered as a 

I 
"great city•. 

•Kleinert assigns the book to the exiie. Ewald to 
the 5th or 6th c., Driver to the 5th c., Orelli to 
the laet Chaldean or tiret Persian age, Vatke tot he 
3rd c. These assign generally to after the exile. 
Cheyne (Theol. Review XIV. p. 218, X0111g, Robertson 
Smith, !uenen, Wildeboer, Budde , Conllll, Farrar. 
Hitzig brings it down as tar as Maecabean age, which 
is impossible it the prophetic canon closed 1n 200 
B. c. Nowack dates the book after Joe1• 17 

"If it could be proved that the Book or Jonah, quotes 
from Joel, that would ind~ed eet it down to a very 
late date probably about 300 B. c. the peri~ of the 
coopoeition or EzAl and Nehemiah, with the language 
or which its own ehowe most attinity.• 18 

•But though it ie evident that the book was written 
after lhe restgr!tlon gt Ja.bylop, there ie nothing 
which can Se ta1rly interpreted as an allusion to the 
tR1~do of t.hQ mernte~ d~igul tl. The Book of 
Jon~ however, cc4ta sicaillons or havtng been 
composed at a time when the Jews had been expecting 
an &verthrow or the Gentile power, and 1'hen their 
hopes were tor a season disappointed. These indi• 
cations point to ite composition at aome date short-
ly atter1the governorship of Zerrubbabel ( C1ry 537 ---
B. c.)" g-; ( ~ 

Kent re~rke, "The literary kinship of the Book 1e 
with Ohl'onicles, Either and other writings which 
come trom the Greek p~r1od." 

Furthermore, 1n Jonah 3.g, the tuthor apparently quotes trom Joel 2:14, 

and 1n Jonah 4:2, trom Joel 2:1~- The univerealiea ln the book ie aieo 

a protest again~t the Jewish particularism which character1zee Juda-

. ism 1n the poet-ex111c period- Ite astonishing breadth ot. outlook 
I 

which car:a.'to certain or the Jews as a result ot the conqueet ot 

#17. 

#18. 

#19. 

a. A• Smith. The Book or the TWelve Prophets-Nbte 2. P. 498. The 
Bq>oe1tor's Bible N. y. 1898. 

Ibiden P• 498 top. 

c. H. H• Wr,ght-Biblical Essays P• ~O or introduction T, T. Clark 

Edinburg 1886. _J 
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ezander and contact with Gr'eek cylture- Possibly ita author waa a 

~ew pr the dispersion--~--------------The book may be d ted wi~h con

sidef&ble aesurance in the light or this varied evidence somewhere 
ri 20 about 30y B· .c. 

:rtie Jonah mentioned 1n II. Kings 14:25 must have lived during 

783-743 B. c. 
Pe:ro1Jne saye that "There is no reaeon to doubt that Jonah 
was himself the •uthor o~ the book which bears his name~21 

This view is Untenable and there is little support for- thie contention. 

The •uthor could not have been Jonah, the eon ot Amittai who lived 1n 

the 8the c. B. c. There is no evidence in the book that would 1adl6ate 

its authoriship- It i s not likely that it Jonah were the author he 

would have spoken in the t1rst pereon? It that book were penned during 

the 8th c., surely the author would· not have epoken or Nineveh as the 

•great city" 

tor Nineveh reached its height of glory just prior to 612 a. c. 
In the days of Jonah, Nineveh did not possess the magnitude and 

importance assigned to it in the book. The book i~ skil.ful and ar

tistic touch in a work or imagination. It becomes a gross misrepresen-

tation it the 1fork is to be judged strictly as history . It is clearly 

settled from the well attested evidence in the case, that the city or 

Nineveh wle enlarged and embellished and fortified by Sennacherib 

(701-687 B. C.) who mad~ it the capital ot the empire. It had indeed 

served as such before 880 when Asshurnazerpal on ascending .the throne, 

made Calab the seat or governaent and royal residence- Calab remained 

~he capital 880-701 B. c. Precisely 1n the days ot Jero~O&JD 781-741 

Nineveh had tallen into a secondary place. Se:a\a¢herib found it a 

/ 

120. Charles Poeter Kent "The Sermon•, Ep1s~lee, and .lpocalneee or. , 
Israel's Prophets" P• 41g-The Studen~'e 1. T. N. Y. 1910. 

Perowne- Cambridge Bible- "Obadiah and Jonah p. 45. 
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retDhed place. Then again •bat cond1t1ona 1n 8th c. oodld have prompt-
~ • A 

the production ot such a .book with euch a unique messagey Anyone 

assert.a that tbe book ~inds 1ts origin 1n t he 8th c. holds to the · 

old tradi t.ional nht1on that evei-ytb1ng in the Bible i s Ood reveal~ d 

whatever is in the Bible is the truth and nothing but the truth. - -- -- s1yi.i-
.. 

cal cr1t1olsm baa shown the way to a ~leal"er w:der etanding or S~ri tures 

and it is in this a~irit that the date or the book or Jonah muet e es• 

t.ablished- The ohareote:r or the language of tbet book i s that o the 

poet ex111c period, •not that or the sth c. a. c. / 

The silence or Hebrew :records with re~e:renoe to such great e-

vent and signal triumph ot the religion or Yahweh and cceptanoe 

by the k1ng ot the Aaayrlane, is \Ulaooountable. 

.._e written, the greatnes s or Nineveh a thing of 

the past ilJ\' il ilf J'J • 
The examinat ion or the text may tumiah s ome i nsight to the date 

ot its composition- Traces ot some Aramaisme , tend t o o vince us th.a 

the Aramaic language must have round its way into the He Thia 

conta~t with the Arama i c did not happ n until aft er the In count~ 

ing 50 years tor the captivity , this would bring the t contacts 

with Aramaic al"ound 53~ B. c. It wasarte:r this date t Hebrew s t art-

ed on its decadent trend. So if we accept this reasoning, the book 

could not have been writte earlier than ~37 B. c- The 11ngu1st1c 

cha~oteristlce are eesentially d1tterent from that or the language ot 

Hosea or Amoe-
4 

ta the Book ot Jonah we find a late s yntax similar to that found 

i n the book ot EsN and Jfeh•1ah, boall* "'91posed about 3150 B. c. 
J•ala 81 Wbi~ 11 poet exil1c, ehowe evidence or borrowings from the 

Book ot Jonah ct. pa. 3]11 Jonah 2:G. Take verse 11 or this same )ealm, 

and we can see bow it is dependent upon Jeremiah 20:18. Compare Jonah 
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2tl0 with~· ~s&, a well aok:no•ledeed poet exillc psalm; eimilarlJ 

Jonah 2:8 with p~alm 88t3. 

il though Dr. JraJ,1sob ol&ima tba t the numerous Arama1eme seat t ered 

through the book#, are rgument tor its late origin, neTer-the-leae, 
• 

i t is quite reasonable to/ assume that the Aramaiams are somewhat ot a 
• 

proof or the book's late production- Even 1r the syntax and the loan 

words were no argumen , the r eligioua tenor of the book would be eut'

tic 1ent pJ'Oot. Ae e showed in Chapter 2 a great work or art does not 

spring ~ withou~ cauee. And ·~ have conclusive proor that the con- .. 

dition. or the mes between the years 600 and 300 were such a s to 1m-

pel a genule t~ ta.Ice an old tradition and use it as a vehicle tor what 

ls pecul~ly l\'-s own great truth . 

It would e well to take some or the peculiar words and probable 

Aramatsma and l et them at this juncture. For the selection or these 

words, I am in ebted t.o Haatlng'a Dictionary or the Bible P• 748 and 

to .Hebrew and Engliah ,,S'exicon of o. T. by Brown, Driver, Briggs 1907. 

l:'fi" i.ul'\ - not t°"d in earlier literature. l:S' 11J·~o or. 1 

K1nge 7:3, 7 • 

Sephinf is a balMIX legomenon. The word is frequently round 1n 

Aramaic but this does not necessarily imply that ilJ•c:>o is an Aramaic 

loan word. 

l:S.O'"~"' n probably a lo wol"d trom Aes~:rian Malal}a, also 18 

Ara.male. Vtde P• 672 B. n. Briggs. Thill word wa8 not used accidental

ly slaoe o. T. has eo re• eea etor1ee. 

1: 6 )Hb ~J,. tor Hebrew J.. UJ /'l 18 olearly an Aramaiam er. Dan 6: 4. 

1: 7 'h~lll~ alt.hough tb1e occurs aide l:>y side •1th~ .., ... ~.l. occurs fl'equent-

ly 1il later wrl tinge er Aramaic ? , 7 • I 
Tll• 4uou.ea1on tbat th• prayer is part. or the witty it th• 8oo1t · ' 

or Jonah and eoneequently is as late as the book itself', e&Jy-'be found 

... 



In the supplementary portion ot Chapter I or t his paper. 

il JD 1n 2 : ; 4: ~, 7, 8 1~ a fovor1 te word of our author tor the earll er 

"ill~ ~ The tormer 1s round elsewhere in I Chr. 9:29, ps. 61:8 Dan. 

1:6, 10, 18 •nd •ery t?-equ.anj,ly 1n the Aramaic. 
i 

3:2 il~""r propheoy is a ~pox Segomenon not round in earlier litera-

t ure. • I 
3 :1 0 ~"-dec is ion- uaecJ.' a s such is purely anc1 Aramaism- Thie is the 

only place in o. T. where it is u.eed in this sense. In Kara and 

Daniel Dy(!) poese eees the meaning ot •deci sion". er. nan. 3: 10 

4 : 6 J''r·r a word • ¥1oh hae given difficulty. 

Perowne 22 ~ike many others 1dent1f1ee kikayon with the cas tor 

oil plant- ~ioinus eomm11nf1-, ~I.aiming t hat the name ueed in Heb

rew ie akin ~o the Bgy.pttan word kikeia or klk°&-

tha t klkayon, etymologically appears to .be connected 

The Asa~rlan Kukanitu .has not been definitely 

identified. 

41101~~ became c mmon in later Hebrew Wlder Aramaic influence-

4: 8Jl'W' 'lh has ea rks of Araaaism. 

on kikayon. 

Recently there appeared an interesting p~~: 

"Was !et kU:ayon? • 24- . 

The author or the monogr ph argues that it kikayon wae derived 

trom the Egyptian, then it cannot be eJtplained how Jonah could ha_.4! . 
constructed a but out ot' a plant-ricinue oommunie- which does not 

climb- The Greek rendered kikayon correctly as Bteu which hall 

been rlghtly ~nelated by ~uther as xurbie- equa~h-Wbtch te": t ~ 

I. o. o. P• 61 ot Jonah Section. . ~ .~ 
~~ . 

Camb~1dge Bible P• 07. 

xarl Ahrens. Zeiteehritt tvr Sem•A'tik und Verwandte Geb~e~" Vol. 

2. P• 99· Band 4. S 
etpzi6 1926 . • 
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the ououaber ~lly, which hae th• proclivity to climb. Coneequently; 

the Hebrew kUca.yon. aannot come trom the Jfgypt1an word k1ki which means 

castor oil plant. Tqe word k1ka~on is either Greek or it poaaeaaea an 

Indo Geraan1o at.em- Tlr1~7 eug~etion of" part ot Ahrens upset all the 

accepted not1ona that k~ayon is rro/the word Bgyptian k1k1 • 
• 

A mo~ 1ntene1v s tudy or the word might throw some light on the 

l a t e date ot the boo~. 

The peoul1arlt1es in lan~ge with the entire tone coloring or 
narr&t1n, lea~ no doubt as to its recent date. Certainly no one 

lmbued •1 t.h th genula ot Hebrew •111 assert that the language or the 

Boak ot Jonah elonge to the same age as that of Hosea or Amoe. 

It auet e bome 1n miad that the J onah narN.tive could not well 

han been wr1ttrn l.ater than the beginning ot the 4th c. because proof 

is tu.m1abed bYJ 1 ts 11 teral"y ol'ar&otwer- 'he book contains a number ot 

A~1eu; it. a a work or high literary pertectian; that it muet have 

been produoed. while Hebrew Li tere.ture ne at ite height ae rr. Butt en

• 1eav et.ates w1t.h regard to Jobi 

"The ol.oae or the ~t.h c. howeftr. maru the beg1nniag ot 
the enoroacbaent ot A.ram.le on Hebrew-an eneroac:tment. 
Wh.leh reeu1ted tlrat in the rapid decadence ot the 119-
bre• language. and finally 1n lts q1ng out altogether 
ae a epoken. \angue. If" ne..er-:t.m-leas the rtew la 
takan bl' aa.e acbol.arl! \lat Job •as writ.ten around ~00 
a. c.. .... • l.atei-. 1\ 18 due to the tact \lat the 
~lag out. Hebrew, though an event ot~rd1na1"7 
1Japo~1.anoe ia ca.110Dl7 Ignored 1n the h1ator1c 8W"ft78 
of poet ezlllc tt.ea. a•tloned OD1J CUMIOl"lly • U 1t' 
l\ nre .. tao\ or 11\t.l.e obnaequen,ce. !hls eftllt. .... , 
be kept la •tnd la det.ei-atntng not alaae t.he date g_zob, 
., \he date or ~ e\hu- poet.-edllc pro4aet.a •• 

"' Th• ..,1n!cm Ula\ Ute book in 1t.s pru•\ tON wa8 coapoaed be

tol"'49 ~ utl• oi- t.lllliillatel.J ~r ~ la abllolut•Q 1111\;w.ble - p 

ta llgb\ or \he aboft •'\.~ " -.;:s sal'ely conela:le Ull.\ '"1.he Boak o t 

J oaah orlgtla\194 •boat. .00 B. c. 

l!S~Dat.\,. :ta•,_ n.. so.: or .lob It• "9.eo. 
28 



J CHAPJER IV. 

HIS!ORIGAL PURPOSE A.JD SIGMIPICAMCE. 

HaTing eetabl1ehed 400 B. c. as the reaeonable date tor the Boo~ ot 

Joaah, we are in a bi tter position to ascertain the historical value 

and ~im ot ~he autbOr'a Tiewe. Plrs t , l•t ue attempt to get a pi cture 

o! the oond1t1on / ot the tilae during which the book originated. 

During the , entury and a halt ~37-400 atte~ Nehemiah, the communi

ty in Judah was becoming more rigid in 1te exclueiYeneee and in its 

devotion t 9 r!tual . In Ezra, we find the impersonation or both theee 

tendencie .- According to tradltion• ,there was a ~n Ezr a who became 

~he hero t the lntroduction or the l aw and finally it attributed to 

him the ao,ogation or mixed marriagee-

Tbe id a~ ot holiness, that le or complete separation trom all tl'at 

ie not coryeecrated to Yahweh, is •09t pl a inly, ev~n brutally eet before 

ue 1n the/ account of the divorce ot foreign wives. What ebid.neee! 

The seed or terael muet be kept pure t'rom intermixture- Thie view did 

not pre~il without prot eat ae can be eeen by the production ot a most 

delight~l stor y - the book of Ruth, whioh most likely sprang up 400 

B. c. or t hereabouts. 

During th~se years, the g~t apiritual trut.he ot Deutro IeaUlh 
I 

were comprehended by rery ttJW"'er hie countrymen. According to H. P. 

Smith, 

"Deutro "Isaiah's uniTereallem loet eight of in the con 
tlict •between partiee within the Jewish community. 
Bow bi tter these eontlicte were is made known by the 26 
Saaar!~an sehiem and by oppos ition to Gentile wives. • 

And here comes t he striking polemic- The Book or Jonah. Only a 
,, 

man, bold and tearleee, Could write such a document. Who oouJd escape 

the wrath or the people whose narrowneee he rebuked? Who could e~cape 

#26. 

• 

Henry Preee~ed Sm1t.\1• Religion ot Israel P• 2631, 264, Scribnere 
R. Y. 191•• 
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their lfU8p1o1on and hatl"ed.'l To the stricter11 Jews·, the Gentile had 

become. objects or hatred only.and the Jonah story purposelr hol a qp 

t he mirror, ~erlee~ing the Je~1sh tendency ot the d.P.y. The author ot 

the book believe~ God to be the God of not only the Jews but •lso ot 

ihe Gentile•- tn consequence, Jonah may be someth1ug more than a t ipe 

of the narro exolusivenees which the author abbored. It is without 

preeUlllption trust, to say that missionary ideas are invoked jn the 

book. I\/ is a likelihood that 1r Isi..el was i n possession or ~he true , 
rel1g1c,n, then it was Israel's duty to exercise this duty '111 enlight• 

eniag thee e who were deprived or this knowledge of the true God. 

Kehler claims, "The Book ot Jonah is simply a ~etut.t1on 
ot the narrow nationalistic conception of Judaism, it holds 
to~th the hope of the conversion of the heathen to the true 
knowledge ot God." 

this is a eeneral view. The more specific purpose of the 

book eems to have been for the proclamation of universality or the 

divi?e plan of salvation and to serve as a vigorous protest against 

t~h' articularletlc tendencies which now and then· led many members or 

the eopl e er Israel to strive to narrow the boundaries of the divine 

k dom or grace- The book is consequently a brilliant example or the 

antitheaie to the spirit that condemmed the foreign wt-tee.81 

T}le book desired to teach the narrow minded religieue Jews or his 

age, to ack:nowled~ divine eapacitr or potency in ·~ human being. . 
Dubin says that the book an~wers the question-why 064 4t4 not root~ 
the heathen and the sinner. 

~ lertasser will ae1aen Ze1tgenossen tole2'!1z und 
MenaliJohkeit predigen.• 28 ~ 

The author d1reot.a the latter part ot his story to the/present&~ 

1~ ot Jonah•., reeentment against the aseuNnoe or ••ln.tton qt the ' 

1'1nev1tes• Por although atf.er the return ffPOll BabJ19Jt, there were 

1/:27. &. ~ohler "Theology" 'p . 3~6- Macmillan Co. 
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~tjrringe ot a gentler nature towal"d. t he ignorant heat~en, yet the 

Jewish SJ'OUP a,e a •hole looked upon them ae eome claeees 1n IllC!ia look 

upon others &8 the \Ultouohables. 2~ 

• 

~ehm • 3o teele that "the practical aim ot this llttle 
})ook is to a""tford guidance in the proper treatment ot "' 
the prophetical threatenings; t hat which tpe prophet 
predicts against his •111 is to be considered &8 ~he 
work or God, but man may be 11.b1e to avert its rul
fil.l!lent by means of repentance, and if this be done, 
object1one must not be made that God's will is not ful
filled.• 

13 
The sp lendid oracles contained in Ia. 42, 43, 49, 52 , 53, 55, 

I eeemed ~ awaken rew men to action. It 8eemed th~t as a more.l force, 

prophet\sm was epent, was indeed bankrupt. Then in this epoch or re

lig ious a,.rrownees and atav18t1c prophet1s1m, the Bool-t of Jonah might 
l 

have be1:r1tt.en as i\ 3atire upon the contemporary pr-ophet ic order an! 

as an ar ~ent or natione whom prophets represented. The Book or 
Jonah ,r pnobably the wo~k of a man ot exceedingly fine literary culture 

heart 

that o 

an outlook, broadened by travel and possessed ot a 

se affluence included humor and eympathy, as tar reaching as 

noble mind in o. T. 

It the Book ot Jonah were written as a satire upon the pN>phetle 

order ot tbe day, it might yery well be couipared to Cervante's Don Qulz., 
31 

ote. Both poaeesaed a 11erioues aoral purpoe'e 8aye, Preecott , in hie 

essay on Cervantes, •nd 1n reviewing the intellectual and moral temRer 

qf Spain, ot t,be 16th c, draws attention to the mischievous influence 

exerted by the book• ot chiv.lry .then so widelJ· curreat. He goee to t 

say tba t th~ ~ ot the Sp~ish peop:&,e wae debauched a.net the!r moral•). 

were 1n~pi~ed by too11•h and , ill»Qe,ible etor1ea or knightl7 e try. 

So much 1J&S th1a the oaee that Cortes petitioned the crown, •ut ~ 'taln, 

12Q: Mal 2•~g:l~r, 10 ltr, Neb. J.3 
23tr Esther 9 13*28. ZAW p. 200 1911 

#30. Tb.eologie St.lldleu un4 K~1tiken 1862 P• 413 tti. 

#31. Prescott w.. H1e¥J.1ng B19graphical and Critical iecellanies. 
3I Lippincot~ & co. ·186, • 
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-~o euppl"ees the literature- The be~t minds in Spain deplored the pat. 

ent degradation or popular tales ·but were helpless to stay it. Thea 

it wae t.bat Cervantes wrote hie immortal satire upon the knight errant. 

And l i ke Jonah, '"'ibe kpight de la Mancha is not without elements or 

greatness. It 1e quite e~dent what Cervantes achieved with his ettee-
• 

Of a type of person Who 1n preTiOU8 yeare had fulfilled 

a real tunot on, but whose figure bad later become a nuisance and ~• 

injury to ~oc1ety. 

Uay~e the author of the Book or Jonah, was similarly proFpted a1 
I 

was c~tes, to satirize the society or hie da:y. 

conde:\1e_ ~ popular mood. 

The Book or Jonah 

Th' historical purpose of the book is clear. In general, the 

author wanted to protest again~t the religtoue bigotry which prevailed 

among e maes or contemporaries. De.Yid X1mch1 points out that the 

wished to advance: Ho• s trange nations will hearken to pro

whereae Israel requiree frequent. admonitions> How God's 

ways are man1festedr Ho• God le all too ready to forgive, 

when so multitudtnous a people are concerned. 

n conclusion, it might be stated, that while apparently the Book 

ot Bather and Obadiah represent on the one hand, the demand tor the 

onrthrow or the )\eat.hen, the Book ot Jonah on the other hand, repre

eeate Israel's mieeion as one' or loTe and eerTice to the world. Th• 

author ot the Book ot Jonah, cle'ferly sought to weave through hie 

charll1ng narrat1w, the doctrine ot God's real •111 tor nat1one, 

ycm.d the coTeDant. He took the 1deae or a Deutro-Isa1h aad carried 
. 

thea out to a logical ooneluslon-

htom the duty ot God la 1d upon him. 

Jonah is Israel; ottea I,ttel tle•• 
I 

Like Jonah, Israel 1~ cast QUt 
• 

upon strange waters. deep and treacherous, and tor a a \r period. U• 

perie:ncea a liTlng deailt ,and finally is rescued, to,le'miblt once aon 
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• 
~he conceptionw that God holde out, love to all o~ hie childz.en-

• 



• 

... CBU'l'Bij V • 

tedagoc1c Aspects • 

'!'here arb eeveNl books 1n the Bible that might be eiagled. out. ff11' 

apeo1al etudiee-1n the t1eld ot pedagogy. The books ot Ruth, Jonah 
• 

and Hoae+re bu~' a tew examplee. Here are books wh.1ch a re unlilli ted 
• 
1n their pt:e bil1 tiee, ae vehicles tor moral and r ·eligioue 

only lq)proa ed pedagogically• 

Pelix ler in his book •Moral Instruction of C:hildren• 

tl'Ut.ha, it 

baa p. ved 

the way, 

I 

He eay1i "Those Who teach the b1blic)al stories mostly 
because it has been customary to regard the Bible as 
the tex.f, book ot moNle and religion, without halrenr, 
being clear as to the place which l:>elonge to it, 1a a 
eoheae ot mor..l 1netruot1on •111 al,raye, I doubt not, 
a chi en a certs in reeul t. The etor:l ee will Dever ent.ire
ly tail •t t.h•ll- benetio&al etteo t, but l cannot help 

' thlnking that thie ettect would be a~reatly he1ghtelled 
it their precise pedagogoc value 1e distinctly apprehend
ed, and it the prepanttory atepe ba'Ye been talcen 1n due 
course.• 32 

s a rule, most teachers gloss over the taso1nat1ng story ot Jonah. 

are at a loss how to explain the great tiah episode. Quite tre• 

qu tly a cynical teacher treats thia book very 11.ghtly. It were better 

tor/ auoh a teacher to omit the story entirely; the• serious teacher, un

able to account adequately , tor the miraculous• touch of the story, o

mits it and thua Qne or the grandes t pieces or li1~erature, remains un

noticed, unrecognized. 

xent remark•: •untortunately the ilncldent... or . Jonati• 
being awallowed by a great fish ha1s largely•l>acured he 
real meaning and the message ot th•a book. llanJ baY 
been tound, cm the one band, to d"et•IDd the h1ator1ci tl\ 
ot the story ae a •hole, wh1le others, because ot the 
grotesque cmracter ot the miracle, ha'f'e rejeot!i lt a• 
unworthy ot credence or caretul oo;neidenti,.~ 

l• I . 
#32. Pelli Adler P• llO J.ppletoa •· Y. 

1898. 

l~'li. Jteat, C».11. Poiter •8erm. Epiet-Apoc. • P• .f1~, •20-
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~d thl• Yery •tlab story• it ~DCltred p~operly breathes torth one or -

the 1ubllae1t lessqne that eyer wae• In taot the etory is not ao pre•

po1terous or laaginary. There are nuaero"s 1netancee •h~re large objects 

even bore ea, have been round •hole ln the stouohe or iare... ·11h. Dr. 

Thoma• Bf&le olaiaa that the epennaottti whale has a throat arge enough 
• 

to give paasage to a tull •1zed man. Ru.yeah menti ons on .caee where 
I 

th• ooaplete body or a man in armor was found in a shar • WhetheP Jonah 

actually lived 1n the belly ot a rieh tor three daye three night•, 

1• not the question; the poiat 1a t.bat this incident is merely a poetic 

figure, a figure inspired by the grandest truth. 

bout the miracle will be asked by the children. 

teacher to be posted on the following 

•p1ah large enough to 11 wallow a man 
t°"'1_d eocas1onally in the Med1te 
ebA ewallo•e what it takes into 
1a physically unable to divide its 
Pabricws tell us "its wont is to 
living men at a gulp" 

.In 171581 a sailor tell overboard. in the Medite 

took hill 1n its wide throat; (>ut the captain sh 

o doubt questions a-

be well tor- the 

ve doubtless been 
9f-!l Sea. The white 
e mouth whole. It 
ood piecemeal. Otto 

allow down dead or 

, •hen a shark 

the shark and the 

sailor was rescued trom hie perilous condition 1thout injury. The cap-

taiJl gave the 11&n the tish •hi ch• as exhibited Europe. It 

was 20 rt. long, with tins g rt. wide and it weighed 3924 lbs. Bluaen• 

bach makes ment1~ or a white shark which weighed 10,000 lbs. and tells 

usthat horses have been round whole in the stomachs or these monsters 
. 

or the deep• .. 

A writer- ot the 17th c. "On the Fish ot Marseilles• aaye 
tmt men or Blee assured him they once took a tieh ot tbe 
canee Carobarias family 4000 lbs. 1n weight 1n the belly 
ot •hioh, a - W}iole wae tound.• 

1 ~ being cast tato the sea, W&l! 8WallOW494 by a dolphin. 
I • 

•• T' 
Laboe,.... ~ ~lch and gNatlT belond ot teriander, Jttng ot OorllltJi. 

#3•· A J>tot.tona~ ot lll~cl••• •• 212; • B. Cobb.all Bre•e~ quottag DJ-. 
Pusey. Minor Prophete- Philadelphia !. B. Lippincott 1898. 
";.1 .. ,, 
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One day being out at sea, the mariners agreed to drown h1m and tak.e 

posseaelon or his mone11 so they cast h1lll oTerboard. But a dolphin al

lured by the llU81C ot hie lute had tollowed the ~hip and When the poet 

was cast into the waves, swallowed him up, and cast him torth al1Te, on 

Taenaro1, a town, Laeconla (Herodotus, History 1:23,24). 

Hercules being shipwrecked, we.a swallowed by a t1ah. Lycophron, the 

Greek poet, relat~e that Hercluee, on hie home voyage, at'ter the adven

ture ot t.he Golden Fleece was shipwrecked; and being ewa'llowed by a 

monetrou4 tiah was d1e~orge4 alive on sho1~e after the space or three 

day a. 

A peJ"Usal of the narratiTe reveals a picture, not 4f a great military 

power, kings, nobles, and armed battalions but merely the vision or 

thoee monotonous thousands. The narrator strips hie country'e toes or 

everything foreign, everything provocative of envy and hatred and un-
i folds them to Iara.el only 1n their teeming humanity. Out there beyond 

the covenant 1n the great wide world, there 1s a people lying 1n spirit-

~l darkness. They are not cl'ea ted tor i gr{ora.nce and hoet1l1 ty to God, 

elect and bllai-ta 

readu to t.um to God. ETen to the very fart.beet ends of the earth and 

even on the high places ot unrighteousness, God 1 e word and aercy are 

just as ettectiT• aa wit.hln the pale ot Israel. 

A modern writer would unquestionably describe 1n t'ull detail, the 

feelings and thoughts of hie heroes; the ancient Biblical •ritera how

ever, bring action inl!tead or words. They paht picturee in pithy lan

guage. Por example, t.be writer or Genesis saye nothing ot the thoughts 

ot Adam when Eve gave b1m the apple but merely 9Be ate 1t•. 'l'he acriptur-
..-.- ""{ 

al writer ot the Abra~ycle does not say~llha.t Abraham wae hospitable 
:: 

but merely that he went. torth to greet hie three gueste, bowed lliaeelt 

to the ground. IA the Joseph Btio!"J, we do not t!Dd t.mt Joseph bad 
J 6 



~ 
~ompaealan with hie brot.he~s but ¥ tumed aside to Ol"J• And the ea• 

econo•y ot ~orda we t1nd 1n the Jona~ narrative-

• Ho• tr the tfacher tells the story ot Jonah in s imple biblical 

laaguage, she need lfjf've ~o apprehension ae to the ettect this story 

•111 ban. BYery~ ia so concise, so vivid, eo dramatic • 
• 
Let U.8 COiie the .. in theme. We are not told th.at the eollllland 

ot Yahweh to go o Mineveh, displeased Jonah hut that he tled. Kot 

that Yahweh . , . vexed over Jonah's obstreperoua attitude but merely 
... 

that he dist urbed the sea. Not t.hat the captain aaked him Wbay be had 

ned tr0111 /th.e pres ence ot Yamreh buti What is thy occupation? And 

•hence co thout What is t hy country? And of wi.t people art thout 

Jonah d id ot att empt t o evade theee questions but answered simply, 

•1am a Hebrew, I tear Yahweh, the God ot heaven who 
made the sea and the dry land.• 

cture, the teacher might ask what eff ect his confession had 

The ettect ot hie ~ld confession ie strikingly couched. 

•Then the men were exceedingl y afraid~ and said unto 
him: -why has thou done this?• 

that the •en hesitated to cast Jonah overboard, but 

they a11ked. h1.9 •hat to do. 

"lfo• the Lo!'d had prepared a great ti•h to ••allo• 
up Jonah and Jonah was in the belly of the tiah 
t.bPee 4aya and three nights , • 

1• a striking.. . .' oone1ua1on to chapter one. 

In th1a obap-ter ot eev•t•• ver••s-, •• ban been •1th Jonah down 

at tJie .Joppa port , 1"lee1ng tram Yahseh to hie deec•t into ht• nb

t.erraaMD abode. !'he •Peed1 chartering o~ the boat. bcnm4 ~or TaNhiah, 

the gN&t etol"ll at eea, the •allore battling •1th a moat barrrowf*8 
atOl'll, 1"enr-1eb exei tea•t on board; Jonah 1• .touad asleep tn \he bole! 

or tJJe abip. Bag and baggjl.ge ordered to be r.1ang onrboar4.L~ 
.an 11 cownandec! to pray t.o b11 God. !he eea becomes ._.ore and aore 

If 
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\empeetuoue. casting 01' lots 1e resorted ta. Jonah le the Tictim. Jo~h •a 

bold conreea10n and. bNve suggestion that he ber· caet overboard. Tlie 

hoptulneaa ot the 11,n to ~ach port ot sateT~·, but all 1n vain. The a ea 

ie ma.ate~. To eave the ship and all aboard, Jonah dlaappeare amid the 
I 

mountatpous waves. The sea le calm. A huge fish ewallowe Jonah. The 

:r:eamtnder or the 

ing pictures. 

at1ve is replete •1th other such graphic and arres~-

We have no lengthy description ot how Jonah tared in the beily of _the 

• great fish, not a s ingle word about hie r~gret tor having tled from the 

presence ot yahweh, but simply that Jonah prayed to God. Again imagina

tion comee i h to play . 
\ 

The aut~ pur'p9eely omits telling whether or not Yahweh forgave 

Jonah but only 
' •that God spoke unto the fish and it vomited out Jo

nah upon the dry land• 

Wae Jonah p eased to go to Nineveh w~en he received his eecond commision? 

Not 

When 

a wordlj Merely, . 

"Jonah arose and went to Nineveh ao~ording to the word 
or the Lord.· 

Jonah/ reached the city were the people prepared tor his meesaget 

Apparently ht did not prepare them for hi• message. He meftly went a

bout the city uttering t~•t doleful note. 

-Yet torty days and Nineveh shall .be overthrown.• 

The w.r1\er makes no chargee agatnet the N1nev1tes• !he queet1on: Wh1 

should the city be destroyedJ must come up. The child might aek and 

might not. It le conceviable however, tbat the people must ha.e been . 
exceedingly perverse to have euch a rate in store tor them. Ho• Md 

' the Ninevitee receive Jonah's pro~l..amationT The next veree tell 3ua: 

9 To the people ot Nineveh believed God 
a taet and put on sackcloth, trom the 
even to the least or them.• 

• 
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. 
What signiticance there is 1n such a verse. I e not this a marvelous -( 

picture or pentten'l8' 

Without much ad~._ijey marked their self humiliation by divesting 

themselves of every ori/ament and exchanged their or41nary costly garm-

• ente tor coarse and )lairy sackcloth. The teaoher has marvelous opportun1-

' ty with the very n t verse. 

"And God ea~ their WORKS. 36• That they turned from 
their evil, and God repented ot the evil, that bl 
had ea1~ that he would do to them and he did it not " 

What a tine f elineatlon ot :reformation and God 's real forgiveness. 

{ "The sacrifices or God are a broken and a contrite 
heart.• 

\ 
Chi ldren m1gqt do well to memorize such a ve r se i n t h i s connect ion. Thie 

1e the oharm1pg 

Whereao te conclusion to Chapter ~. 

t hird chapter ends with that grand line 

•God saw their works" etc., the fourth opens up with 
a picture of Jonah's displeasure . "'And it annoyed J o
nah exceedingly and he was very angr y .• 

Why was it necessary to depict Jonah's chagrin over hie unfulfilled 

prophecy? id not the author accompl1•h the task he set out to achieve?• 

to show th? power ot true repentance. No the writer would yet oomp.lete 

his picture. Fr om this point on to the end, he must show the long sutter

ing or God and the i mpatience or man. Jonah was smitten by the stigma or 

baing l•b•led a false prophet. '.,Me preferred death. 

•1 prt\y Thee O LoJ'(\ 1 was not thia .saying •hen I was ye 
lllll'.&. in my own oountryt Therefore I fled before~Tarshieh 

tor I mew that thou art a gracioue God and merciful, 
slow to anger and of great kindness and repenteet ot 
the evil.• Th~s veree brings out. the pettineea too, 
of Jonah. It reveale Jonah as an "I Told you so.• 

. I 
/135. In IUebaa laanith 1: s-2: 4: there ts a beautiful deecriptio I ot the 

,. . 
.-.ner 1n which the l'&bblnical authorities uaed to prool~im a tas~ 

It 1a small wonder that the synagogue chose the Book t Jonah as 

appropriate reading tor thr day of atonement. J 
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Even the youngest child wtll readily understand the folly of suoh an 

attitude. Poar Jonah expressed h15 vexation ind~rectly , yet is so obvi· 

ously olear that he was displeased because of offended vanity and morti

fied pride because his p edictions were not fulfilled . Without any 
• 

attempt to moralize, the teacher can extra.ct the hidden truths of the 
• 

balance of the narra71ve by aChering to the simple la.nguage of the Bibl~. 

When impetuous Jonah pleade in the following strain: 

"o Lo:rd I beeeech Thee, take my life from me, 
for it is bett~r for me to die than to live," 

• note the charming reply 1n the form of a mild question: 

"Doest thou well .to be angry?" 

Jonah is et hopeful thAt the city will be destroyed, eo 

"he goee out of the city and there made himself 
a booth and sat under it in the eh~dow till he 

t might see wm t would become of the ct ty. • 

The kikayon eJrved as a ehade for Jonah against the tropical heat, but 
Jonah was dtelurbed when the vine perished so quickly . And immediately 

I follows that touching line with its significant admonition~ 

"Doeet thou well to be angry over the &ou:rd vine?• 
The prophet retorted: "I do well to be angry 
even unto death.• 

In th11 allb le manner, the author eonveye thie thought which the children 

•ill i ndubitably graep: If such a perishable and comparatively value-. 
leas plant hae its appointed purpose and ueetu.lneee, how much more A 

LARGE AND MIGHTY EMPIRE? A gentle but torcetul rel)uke. What is equal 

to the dignity or man? And yet Jonah ~d more oompaeeion o .. r Al IN-
' 

~SIBLE PLOT THAM OVER llYRUOO OF MEN, WOl&ER AND CHILJJUm. • 

•Thou hast pity on this gourd plant which thou 
ha.et not made to grow, which came up in a night 
and perished in a night. And should I not ha?e 
pity on Nineveh, that great oity, wherein ar~ 
more than twelve myriads or persons that catUiot 
djaoern between their right hand and their i ett · 
hand and aleo many beasts~ ~ 

This conclusion 1s a unique piece,. of artistic workmanship. / To the 
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author, the Ninev1tes were infinitely precious because they were men. 

God ·knows .no chosen ones , he knows people as his children. 'the teach

er by dig~st1ng the narrative, ~st come to the conclusion that there 

1~ a wealth ot] ped,gogio material compact 1n theee four short c~tere. 
I And that the apologue is effect ive and rounds out tha entire narrative, 

and 

the 

that t 'rje enthusiastic teacher 

materf a1s herewith set forth, 

' 

\ 

4I 

can produce moral effects b~ using 

I entertain no doubt. 

r 
/ 
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