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Report on Rabbinical 'nw•i• ot Willia• J, Oordon 
Entitled 

"Aapecte ot the Book ot Malachi in Rabbinical BJCegeaia" 

'DU• th8a1a con.tiata ot 63 paaea or text, 6 page1 or Notee, 
and one page or Bibliography. 'lb• author t1rat d1acu11ea the Boole 
ot Malachi •• it 1• aeen bt modern ec1ent1t1c exegatea, Thi• 11 
done 1n order to determine the poe11ble peal\t.t ot thi1 biblical 
book, and thua to provide a yardatic•: w1tJi"iiliToh to meaeure the 
Rabbinic contribution 1n the t1.eld ot ~· 

'lbe aecond chapter eltalllinee a large number ot pe11ageo trOC11 
the Talaaid end the M1draah 1n Milich reference i1 11ade to the Prophet 
hi1111e1t, or 1n ldlich veraea or hie book are quoted 1n a variety or 
context1. Mr. Gordon t1nda that the Rabbll did not approach th1AI 
book aa a unit, but rather eought in itl ver1e1 p~ot texte ror 
i11ue1 which arose 1n the daily lite or the people, 'l'h11 chapter 
i• evidence ot diligent research, but the author hae not applied 
hi•1elt autticiently to the expoaition or 1uch rabbinic pe1aagea aa 
he haa a11elllbled. 

'nle third Chapter, atter giving ~riet bi ographiel ot the 
lllAJor exegete• round in the MikraOth Oedoloth, 1ummarises what they 
had to 1ay by way or explainlng 101118 or tho crucial, end 801118 or the 
more ditti oult, vereea ut the Book or ~laohi, 

A brier summary, in a hollliletioal vei n, pointe out eome or 
the leadJ.ng ideae or Malachi as t.hey have lived on in the Rabbinic 
Tradition. 

Tho~h tar rroai being en eXhaust1ve treatinent or th111 aubJeot, 
Mr. Gordon•• the11a 1a evidence or the author•• having taml1ar1zed 
hi11111elt With the aourcea, end or the leamtng experience 1nvo1ved 1n 
thia, 

I, therefore, reco-nd to the Pac1.1lt1 ot the Hebrew Union 
College- JeWilh Inat1tute or Religion the acceptance ot Mr. Oordon•a 
theail 1n partial tulti llmnt ot requ1reMnta tor the M.A.K.L.degree 
and Rabbinic Ordination. 

Jakob J , Petuchowak1 
Referee 
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DIOSST 

A book can be read from 110re than one approach . 

The book• or the Bible, the •conatitution• or the world, 

have been read tro111 lllllDJ a idea. In thia paper I have pointed 

out three of theae approachea to the Book ot Malachi. The 

view or the modern ach.olarahtp, who have read it aa a literary 

doc\Ullent. The rabbis who uaed it i.n provi.di.ng proofs tor 

man•a behavior in daily li!e1 and the view or the medieval 

Jewish co111111entatora, the Jewieh exegetea who include in 

their commentaries tae vtewe or the rabbis. 

The purport or the prophet•• message waa or greater 

importance to the rabbie than who wrote tne book. They found 

in tbeae three abort chaptere evidence tor moral conduct. 

The)' found in this book anawere concerning the divorce lava 

by which man ehouJ.d govern himself. 

These leaaona the1 taught their people and these 

leaaona they handed down to us. 
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CHAPTER I 

TBE MODERN VIEW OF THE BOOK OF KALAOHI 

I 

.. 
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In order to better appreciate ~e Rabbinic Commen

tariea on the book or Malachi for wh~t they are we begin wtth 

the •odern view aa aet rorth by moat modern acbolar1. 

When artor the rall or flabylon a compa_ny or Jewish 

oxilea returned to Judah, noth1nF but diaappointl'lllnt awaited 

t hem. Hone 01· the plorioua events pretlieted by Oeuter o

laaiah had come true on their hoeieward 11111reh . An:I in Judah 

1taelf a •eary atruggla for ex1atenco resulted. Pew in num-

ber and poor ln meana, they round 1t hlll'd to cope wi th tho 

d iffieultioa . DrouRht and failure or the crops aggravated 

the ir distreea , till f i nally, d1a1llua1oned and disappointed , 

they wore 1n danger of losing their f a ith 1n Yahweh. He had 

not returned to them, He waa at111 angry with them; there waa 
) 

no hope . 

Upon au ch a scene 11rr1 ved Hegga i and th1111 Zechariah, 

the tlret ol' tbe poat-odllc pr ophets . Under their guidance 

the Temple •ae rebuilt and rededicated. 

Pollow10£ the dedication or tho temple the people 

had been sealoua in the performance of their cult1e duties, 

The maintenance of the temple and 1ta cult waa expena1ve , how

ever , and tbu people •era poor , no k111€ or rovornment paid ror 
2 

the coat or the tentple and ita clergy. Por relif!lous purity 

and devotion the ~rowing cua t(lftl or 1nter11Arr1age with roreipn

era constituted another aorloua problem, The purity or Jewish 

2. 

~ 
blood wu vitiat.d, a_nd the devotion to Yahweh undermined. 

It 1e no wond er that ~•IV began to doubt Ood 'a love and justice, 

and aak whether raligton wee efter all wor th while. 

Such • are the oond!tiona that f1ced the leat of tbs 

po1 t-eitillc ani the last or the oropbet., Ma l achi. 

Ma lac bi arose about 460 and argued wt th the people, 

the theme or hla prophecy ta stateo ole~lJ" in the opening 
4 

section or the book . Y1hweh atill loves Ierael, notwith-

standing the fact t hat appearancaa aeem t o tell against a 
5 

belief in 1uch love . The aecond a nd 11111tn section point• 

out in detail some or the oba tacloe that stand in the way 

or the full and t r ee exercise or Y~hweh'• love towaro ~ia 

people. Theee obatacle1 are round ln the ratlu1•e or the peo

ple in geMral and tlte prieets in par ticular t o mantteet that 

reepeot and reverence toward Yahweh th•~ •re due from a peo-
6 

pla to ite Ood. And again in the fact that nativ e Jewhh 

•ivea have bean divorced in order that the ••Y might be 

cleared for new narriagea with foreign women -- a proceeding 
? 

exhibiting both iriluman1ty and apoatacy. And in the general 

1118ter1aliam and ra l thleaaneaa Of the timoa , whi ch call in 

queatlon the value or faith and ritthteouanua and will make 
e 

neceaeary tho coming or a day of judgment. And finally in 

tbo failure to render to Yahweh generously and w1111nglJ" tho 
9 10 

tithee and offer1n(ta that are his due. The last Hction 

,, .. 

• 
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take a up again the note w1 th which the pr-opheoy opena , end 1t 

eaaurea the p i oua thet their labours have not been in vain1 

for 1n the da7 of Yahweh which Is near- at hand Iarael ' s saints 

will experience the protectlon of Yahweh's fatherly love , 
11 

whereaa the wicked will periah. 

The eaaontlal unity of the book or llalachi haa never 

been called in question. Editorial additions ar-e rew and 

slif!)\t . The only paasapee that heve been attacked u not be

longing to the original prophecy are 2:7, 11, 12 and 3:22· 
12 

24. 

The book of Malachi waa originally anonymous and 

bore the aame title aa the two books Zei:harlah 9-11 and 12-U: 
13 

"An Oracle, " 

The • tyle of the book ts clear and almple • It 1a 

at the &llllle tlme direct and rorcet'ul. In distinetlon tro111 

moat of the prophetic books, Ila le.chi mus b be class 11' led as 
14 

prose, 

L1ke the book or Haggai , the book of Malachi la of 

alight ~elie;ioua and lite rary importance, but¥ an invaluable 

biatorical source for the obscure history of the Jewa in the 
16 

Poralan period before Nehemiah. Malachi turn1shea no state-

ment regarding the tlme of lts oritt1n. Nor does external 

teat1mon1 aid much in datarminlng its date. The c itation 

from 3:24"which occura in Ben Sira 48: 10 does, indeod , put 

practically out of the i;uution any i.taccabaean date propoaed 

. 

16 
b7 some, 

The contenta or the book help WI aomewbat in de

terlllining the time in whioh 1t wea writ ten. The ~terenoe to 

8dom inl:2-4 might present a clue. Edom haa recehed some 

telling blow Wbinh haa left her prostrate. Israel• a hatred 

ot Edom la thel'eby gra t ified . This hatred chllJ"acter-i&ed 
17 

Israel continuously from the time of the fall or Jerusalem. 

It 1e quite posnible that the overthrowing of Edom by the 

~abataeana was the diaastor to which our pr~phet refera , If 

so, the date or Malachi 11111st fall somewhere between 586 s.c. 
18 

nnrl 312 B.C, 

We can 1'~ the date more exact than this, Judah 

wo aro told 11 ruled by a p,overnor
19 

and in the 1eaond Templo 

(oompleted ln 516) the priests have baon rertorming r itual 

coremonioa tor a nu.111ber of years, 
20 

and are woar1od b7 t~<em, 21 

Some of the reforms made b7 Nehe11iab ln 1~2 are 9 till con

aplcuous t n the t1mo or Malaoh1 , who knows nothing ot Nehe

.111iah ' a re.t"orma and no knowlodce or the Pl'ieotly Code, He 

does howeve.r mention the Deuteronomio COC!e ; hla contempt ro~ 
22 

the offering or blemished victims rests on Deuter-ono~ 15:21; 

and 17 :1; his demand .t"or- the .t"ull paymont or • tithe and heave 
23 

of.t"eripg (~) corresponds to tha law or Deuteronomy 
24' 

14:22-29; the prieata a.re called "aona or Levl." ea in 

Deuteronoa7 21:5, where Lcvite and prieat are aynon;ymoWJ 

terms, am not •aona of Zadok" (as 1n E&ekiell or "aorui or 

11 

II 



25 
Aaron" (ae 1n Priestly Codv). 

s. 

The book or Malachi then lo an 1malur..ble historioal 

oourca ror the obocure b.iatory or the Jewa in the Persian 

period before Nebellliah. The millenium promiod by Haggai 

once the temple was rebuilt had still not arrived. The situ

a tion wao daaperate ror the corm1unity in Jaruaalem. About 

460, when a plague or locusts •the devourer• (Malachi 3:11) , 

and a bligt>t in vineyarda caused srest economic diatrees, the 

unknown prophet traditionally called Malachi p1•eaented the 
26 

ind1ctment or the Lord a gnins t Ria people • 

Like Haggai, Malachi paints a sordid picture of tho 

economic and apir1tual miaery or the Jewish community or his 

day, and bel.Jevea that thll cure 1100 both in corractinl! 

r1tual ahortcomioga and in hopins for the mlraculoue inter

vention or the deity which la to follow, Thei r att1tude 1a 

contrary to that or Amos who apoka in a time or prosperity. 

The optimism of the people 1n the t1me or Amoa la in a harp 

contrast 111 th the peaa111tia or the poo t -ell 1110 community• 

The precise point at which the • riter or Malachi 

appeared still eludes ua. The one c.onoluai on we can mnke; 

llalachi set the scene ror Nehemiah and tile cond1tiorui under 

which a l'l!l amid which he 11orked. For tbe abuo ea attacked by 

Malachi are exact.ly thcee aga1na t which the retorma or Nehe

miah were directed. The pr iesthood he,d lost nll zest ln the 

performance or aaored ceremonies aod all reverence ror the 

6. 

Lord (11 7-9, l2t) . The t .emple-eervicea and otterin&1 had 

fallen into diarepute (1:7). The people, autfaring rrom 

econom.1c di1t.r11aa, cheated in the payment of vowa ( 11141 

and or tit.bee due the t0111ple (3:8). The reeling existed 

that godl.J.neaa waa not pror1table for all th1nga and that the 

sel'Vice or Yab•eh wee a one-aided contract, in accordance 

with which Iarael gave everythinl! a~ received nothing (2:17; 

317- 10, 14; ct. Nehem.1ah 10:32-39; 13110-13). In addition 

to these wrong doings, the Jews had descended rrom aptr1tual 

helgnta by having entered into new marrlageo with non··Jewtoh 

wo111en belonging to the influential ram.111ea of the v1oin1ty , 

(2:10- 16, or Ezra 9- 10; Noh, 10:28- ;!10; 13:23- 31) • Evan the 

rew 11orda devoted by Malachi to the aoct•l wronge or tho 

Hmea (315) find their Juat1t1cation 1n the conditions ra-
27 

corded in Nohemiah•a 1119moirs (Neh. 5:1-13). 

Although aome place Malachi before Ezra, ct.hero , 

contemporary with Ezra and Nehemiah, ~till other• place it dur

ing Nehemiah's absence at the Pers ian cour t. I t u dlrrtcult. 

to regard Malachi as coming from any time when llebelll.1ah waa 

actually in Jer1111alem; becauae 1:8 1mpliea the preaenoe o~ a 

governor who waa aocuatomed to receive gifts rrom the citizena, 

whil e Nehemiah diati11Ctly aaya that be did not avail himaelr 

ot this privilege (Neb . 5:15-18). On the whole, it la beat 

to interpret the author or Malachi Ill one wbo prepered the 

way tor the reforms or Nabemiah.
28 



7. 

Aa atatad , the book or Malachi is an anon:rmoua 

writing, The name owes lte origin to 3:1. Aa It atanda it 

can only Man "111 1Meeang11r.• It 1111eJ>t be an abbraTia tad ronn 
29 or Malaobiah (ct 2K 18:12 and 2 Chr 29:1), Aa the book la 

ano117111oua nothing can be known or the author be7on~ • hat tho 

book ltaelr may re•eal aa to hie charecter a nS t.11per&11111nt. 

Jerm.e and the Targum tell us that the Jaws ot h!a day 1dant1-

riad "Malachi" wlth Eira. Othera have identified the author 

aa zerubbabel and Nehemiah. Paeudo Ep!ph&n!ua de olaraa Ma

l achi was a man or Sopha in Zebulun and waa to have bean 

oharace.rlzad by an angelic rorm and appearance. Not content 

with thh, tradition has made him a Levi t e and a m.embar or 

the *Great Synagogue• and haa declared him to have died while 
~o 

still young. 

Prom the contents or hie prophecy one wo uld call him 

a pa triotic Jaw , loving bis country and his people paeeionata-

11 and hating the enemies or Israel rervently. When con

f r onted by tba people, how does God love ua, (1:2) and tba 

justice (2117) or the Lord, h<i can t.hink or no more convincing 

pr oor or Yahweh'• lou ror Ierael than the ract that &!om 

has recently been atricken down i n accorda ncG • 1th Yaheah1a 

wUl. Malachi re111a1N l01al to the old waye and the a11c11e tl'al 

religion when oth11re gha up 1n daepair and would exchange 

old raltha tor new. Ra 1a a man ethically and apiritual~ 

lllndad in a high degree . Ra doea not regard rt tual ea an and 

e. 

in itnlt, but •• the outer and Yieible dgn or a 'il irmard and 

apiritual gl'• o• , the expraaaion or taltb in and da•otio n t o 
~l 

ward Yab9ah, Ite neglect indicates a lack or true 1'811g ion. 

Thataak or thia unknown prophet waa to rekindle the 

riraa ct ralth in the baarte or a discouraged people, The 

bopea cantered in Zarubbabel •e~ dieeipatad and ahattarad. 

The glowing plcturea or Ra~a1 an! Zacharia~ were not realised. 

The r irat iaal ror the new templ e rapidly cooled . Iarael waa 

apparently aa ro.r rrom 11italtat101~ to intluanoa and power now 

aa aha bad aver been. In the midst or such oond1tlone and 

amid aucb eantimonta , tho writer or Malachi prepared bla 

apologia in behalf or Yahweh. Ila muat acuompliab two th1nga 

at laaat, turniah a aatiatactory ax~lanati on or the dalo1 in 

thl tult1llmant of' kraal'• axpoota~1one and re •eatabliah oon

tidanca i n Yahweh and in the apeedy coming or hle Maaeiah. 

Ha attempta to a ch lt1v11 the ti••• t by tranerarring the raapon-

a lb111ty ror the delay f'rom Yahweh to Iarael baraalt, Juet 

aa Rkggal ard Zachariah had i1111J.a t11d upon the rebuilding o~ 

the t emple •• the on}1 way to the ra•or or Yahweh, 10 our 

prophet damanda certain dorini t a and tangible aott on •• a 

pl'8ra~uialte to the coming or the dealrad good , Tba old 

Jn'Ophotlc protea t against aoo1a l injuatice eounde rort~ again 

in 3 : 5 , ahow1ng that the ethical 1ntereatl ao obaraoterlatio 

or earllar pr ophecy l&y Mar t o d'I• heart ot ltbia pr opht1t 

euo, A epec lal phase ot thh protaat le t he daD.U101ation 



9 . 

ot the co- on practice in accordance with which Jawhh husbands 

divorce their Jewish wives and take wive• from the surrounding 

non- Jewish famili es in their place. The prophet keenly re · 

sentad the cruelty involved in thia practice. Ho characterized 

the proce~ure as treachery on the part of the offender toward 

his own people, But. more than this . it la treachery to Yah· 

weh, It brings into the Jawiab family those who have no in· 

teraat in Yahweh. lt involves the birth or chJldran. who 

will be under the influence or mothers who do not s erve Yahweh. 

It the worship or Yahweh ia to continue in Israel, or the 

favour or Yahweh to be poured out upon Israel. the intermar· 
32 

riage or Jewa and non-Jews must cease. 

The prophet's demands involve a complete cha nge of 

heart and attitude on Israel's part . Thia ia the ind1apan• 

aable condition tor the coming or the Messianic ayo, In 

keeping with the trend or poot-exillc thought , he sete his 

whole mind upon the coming or the Meaaiah and his kingdom. 

Thia kingdom , needs not the asa1atance of any earthly power 

to eatabllsh itself in its right1'ul place. Yahweh ~J.maelf 

will bring it into itl own, Ra conceivea of piety as en

titled to tta •terial rewards, Re is sur e that , tr those 

rewards are not ' beatowed in the existing dispensation, ~bey 

w111 be forthcoming in full measure in the Messianic age, 

The thought that piety 1a its own reward• that Cod 1s bis 

own beat gl.t'tt !'inda no expression from him . But, a t' a ~1111e 

10 . 

•hen faith waa waver ing , he met hie con temporar1ee on their 

own ground, and tbrilled th&ir hearts with the assurance that 

the dawn or the Gol den Age was at hand, Re a leo imde this 

.mighty eechatol ogical hope operative i n t he betterment or the 

moral and religious conditions or hia own day.
33 
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CKAP'l'ER tl 

THE RABBIS AND THE BOOK OP MALACHI 

CHAPI'BR II 

Israel has been called the people or the book. It 

may as well have been called the people or Scripture exegeaia, 

Bxegea1a ia an atte11pt to interpret the bi ble 1n accordance 

w1th the daily needa of the people. Thro1Agh exegeaia the 

rabbi• atte111Pted to develop rel1g1ous ed1f1cation, moral in

atruct1ons and a pertinent rel1g1oua existence tor their tiine, 1 

In th1s 11ght we turn to the rabbis• use or the 

Book or Malachi. They approached 1t not ao a 0011plete un·it, 

but rather sought in its veraea proof texta for iasues 'lthich 

arose 1n the dally 11.fe or the people. They discussed the 

name or the book and attempted to eet forth a conclusion con

cerning who the author might have been, Who waa the i .nd1vi

dual who carrit'ld ths "burden or the word or the Lord to 

Iarael?" I n answer to thio we rind in the Talmud21 

"Malachi is the aame aa Mordecai. Why was he 

called Malachi? lleoauae he 11as next to the 

king.3 The rolloWing ,ias cited 1n objection 

to this: ' Baruch, the son ot Neriah and 

Serayah, the son or M&hHyah and Daniel and 

Mordecai, B1lohan, Haggai, Zechariah and Mala

chi all prophesied 1n the second year or 

Dar1usl 'lbia 1s a retutat1on.•"
4 

'Ille passage goes on: 

"It has been taught"1 R. Joahua b. Kol'ha said: 

i l l 

' 

.. 



"Malachi is the same as Ezra," and the Sagea 

s~, "that Malachi wao his proper name. 11 R, 

Nahaian said: "There is good ground t'or accept

ing the view that Malachi was the same as Ezra. 

For i t 1e 1111"1tten in the prophecy of Malachi, 

•Judah hath dealt treacheroualy and an abomina

tion iB committed in Ierael and in Jerusalem, 

for Judah hath profaned the holineva of the 

Lord which he loveth, and hath married the 

daughter or a strange Ood, 1 115 And who was 1t 

(Mal, 2:11) that put away the strange women? Ezra, ae 

it i s written, "And Shechan1ah, the son or 

Jeldel, one of the sons of Elam answered and 

said unto Bzra1 •we have broken faith ~th our 

God and have married foreign women, •" 

(Ezra 10:2) . 

one other reference ia made concerning Malachi 

and Ezra; t h1e 1n the Targum, the Aramaic translation of the 

Sible, A word first about the Targum from the Talmud itself , 

The Targum of the Prophete wa.a composed by Jona.than ben Uzziel 

under the guidance or Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi, 6 In the 

Targu.m we find •••••••• • •• ••• Malachi Who was Ezra. 7 

In the Midraah Pesikta Rabati8 a selection charac

terizes the personality of the prophet Malachi, In cormnenting 

on Iaaiah 40:1 "Com.fort Ye . . ..... "tlle prophets are c.laBBified 

chastisers or comforters ot the people, " Malachi 1s placed 

13. 

8.IDOng thoee Who came to comt'ort1 

MI brought Malachi to co11tort1 He 11a1d to them, 

' and all the nation11 ehall call you happy; tor 

you ehall be a del1ght11ome land eaya the Lord 

or ho11ts. 1 • (Mal, 3:~2). 

Thu then the prophet and h1s personality as 

noticed 1n rabbinical literature. 

The rabbis, as mentioned, used the book or Malachi 

as a proof text for the rules of conduct and teachings in the 

lite or the people. These subjects we shall d1scua8 in the 

light ot the Tal!llldical or Midrashic texts 1n Which the verses 

or Malachi appear, 

(Mal. 1:11) Ood is known throughout the worldg: "Proin 

Tyre to Carthage the nat i ons know Israel 

and their Father Who ie 1n heaven, but 

from Tyre westwards and from Cart hage east

wards the nations know neither Israel nor 

their Bather who ia in haaven,• R. Simi b, 

lliyya raJ.aed the folloW1ng objection: "Is 

it not written1 Por rrom the risi.ng or the 

sun even unto the going down of the eame 

My nuie is great among the nations and in 

every place offerings are burnt and pr.e

aented unto !It)' name even pure oblations," 
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(Mal, 1:11), He replied, Yo~, Shimil 

They call him God of the Gode, But they 

do not worship him. (Rab expreaaea sur

prise at hie student ror asking such an 

obvious questi on, ) 

14. 

(Mal , 3:16) In Le.mentationa Rabbah the following is found con

cerning the Lord Ood and the Ood or Anitochua.
10 

"Hae your God eara1' aaka Anitiochua, The 

seventh son anawera, "In connection With 

your gods i t ia written ' They have ears, 

but they hear not,• (Psalm 115:6), but in 

connection with our God it ie written, ' And 

the Lord hearkened, and heard. 1 11 (Mal , 3:16), 

(Mal. 3:16) And again 1n Mekilta we find this example: 

'nle Lord appeared at the sea as a mighty 

hero; a contrast is made then between the 

Lord and a mighty hero . 11 

"There may be a hero in a country, but the 

strength which he has a t the age or forty 

is not like that which he has at sixty, the 

eaaie at seventy but, aa he goes on, his 

strength becomes diminished, He by whose 

word the world came intp being, however, is 

not ao, it 1B written, but, 1 I the Lord change 

not ,• " (Mal, 316), 

15. 

(Mal. 116) Concerning "Kew 'ltlee two tablee of atone," (~. 34:1) 

the rolloWing i a aaid1 

"When you al'e 1n trouble then you call me 

Pather, aa 1t 1e written, 'But now, oh Lord, 

'nlou art our Pather; we are the clay and 

'lhou our potter,•" (Iua1ah 6417) , 

'Dle explanation or th1e verae, aa it 1e wr1tten1 

"A aon honors hie rather," (Mal, 1:6), 'nle eon 

refers to Esau who greatly honored Iaaac . "And 

a servant hia master" (ib), This applies to 

Nebuzaradan who was called a servant (2 Kinge 2518), 

But aaya the Lord, "the idol you call father; but 

you have not honored Me aa a rather, neither were 

you afraid !)f Me aa r. ma11ter," as it eaya, "If 

then I be a father, where ia M.v honor, etc, ?" 
12 

(Mal. h6), 

(Mal , 112) Rabbi Simeon ben Laldsh aaid1 "The Koly One bleased 

be Ke expressed Kia love for Israel With three 

words ot paaaion1 clingi ng, longing, delight." 

Rabba bar Elisha added t wo more such words, love 

and comforting speech, Love as it saya1 "I have 

loved you says t he Lord," (Mal, \ :2).
1
3 

{Mal. 1:2) There 1a "A time to love," (Eccl, 318), for it 1s 

written I have loved you," (Mal, 1:2), 

(Mal, 1:2) "Por love is as strong as death, " (S, S, 816) Aa 

strong aa death 1e the love wherew1th the lloly One 

Blessed be He loves you aa it is written, "I have 

•• 



16, 

loved you," (Mal , 112), "Many water• cannot quenah 

love." (s.s. 817) Thia too rerers to Ood ' a love 

for Iarae1 . 15 

(Mal, 3112) When Solomon w1ahed to know the reward or men Who 

rear Ood and who trust in Him, men to whom Scripture 

11aya1 "You ehall be a delightsome land , " (Mal. 3112); 

The Holy One Blessed be He quoted to Solomon that 

wh.tch waa written: "Ch how abundant is Thy goodneaa 

which 'nlou haat laid up for them that rear Thee, 
16 

etc. " (Psalm 31120), 

!!!:!!!. 
"one generation pauses away and another genera-

tion comes, And the earth abides forever," 

(Eacl, l : ll) . Th1B verse refers to Israel and 

the nations, Por in Judges (18:30) "Can then, 
17 

the land go into captivity or be moved," 'nl1s 

111 Israel as it ie sa1d, "And all nations ahall 

call you happy; for you shall be a delightsome 
18 

land." (Mal. 3:12), Concerning "My dove, 

lllY undefiled,'' (s.s. 5: 2) . Th1s 111 the con•

mun1ty of Israel, as it says, "And !Ibo i u like 

Thy people, 111Ce Israel etc. " (2 Sam 7:23): 

and the Midrash oonoludee ''Beeide her there 

ia no ahild to her that bore her, The daughters 

saw her and called her happy,• aa i e says "All 

nattona shall call you happy1 for you shall be 

a delightsOlle land, " (Mal, 3112),19 

(Mal, 3:12) To Exodua 111 "Now these are the natnea of the 11one 

of Israel," Theae sre mencioned here on account or 

the pend.ing reden.pt1on or Israel, &.oh eon or Jacob 

is named and a proof text for each name corresponding 

to the pending redemp~ion, !!!!.!!: because all those 

who heard of their redemption and greatne1111 praised 

them as it ie wr1tten1 "And all nations shell call 

you happy (iehru) for you shall be a delighteome 

land, (Mal, 3:12) , 

~: 

Many rererenoee are to be found regar~1ng the 

Torah ae the law of Moeee ae called in Malachi 3122. 

"Remember you the Law of Moeea my eervant , " 

To Exodus 1120 we f ind thie exa111Ple, "And Ood dealt 

well": Thie is what ill written "And unto man he 

aaid 'Behold, the tear ot the Lord, that 1s Wisdom, • 

(Job 28128), What 18 the revard or fear? Toz:ab. 

Because Jochebed teared the Lord there issued from 

her Moses, ot whom it is written, "that he was a 

goodly child" (Bx. 2:2). Moreover, the Torah which 

ia termed a "goodly doctrine" (Prov, 412). was also 

given through him and ia called by hill name, aa it 

is said1 "Remember you the Law of Moses my servant" 

(Mal. 3: 22). 21 
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18. 

Ecol. 9 :14-15, 

Moses and Sinai. 

This verse the rabbia connect With 
One 

'):'he Holy(Blessed be He said, "No one 

remembered that poor man," (Eccl, 9:15l. but I will 

cause him to be remen:bered; as 1t is said "Remember 
22 

you the law of Moses." (Mal. 3122), 

The Torah is called the Law of Moses for he stayed up-
23 

on the Mount forty days to receive and study it , 

(Mal 3:22) We read in the book of Esther. 

"And when inquisi t ion was cnade or the matter, and it 

was round to be so, • • • ••••• • and i t was written in 

the book or the Chronicles before the king,'' The. 

rabbis comment: If a record in a book or a human being. 

can have such an effect (that i s to bring about the 

deliverance of the Jews when it was read to A)flsuerus) 

how much more so a record in the book or the Holy One 

Blessed be He, of which it i s written, "Then they 

t ha t reared the Lord, • •• • And a book of remembrance 
24 

was written before Him." (Mal, 3:22) 

Covenant : 

(Mal 2:2) The covenant , ae e~pressed in the few mJ.drashic selec

t ions involving the book or Malachi, is the rite of 

circumcision, 25 begun with Abraham in Genesi s , The cove-
26 2't 

nant of life and peace was with Abraham, Jacob and 

even Aaron we find was praised by the omnipresent for 

naught so much as ror peace, for 1t says: "My covenant 

(Mal. 2:5) 

19. 

ot lite and peace was with him," (Mal , 215), 28 

Another selection poses the question: "Through what 

merit d1d Aaron enter the Holy or Holiea?" '1'11s que&

tion in coMection with, "And this is the thing that 

thou shalt do unto them to hollow them," (Ex. 291 l). 29 

The merit of circumcision entered with him, as 1t 

says, "Herewith shall Aaron come into the holy 

place" 1 (Lev. 1613) "This," having the same connota• 

tion as in the verse, "this is my covenant," (Gen. 

17:10 ) and likewise it says, "My covenant was with 

him," (Mal. 2:5) . 30 

(Mal, 2:5) Why di d the priest oft'iciate i n ei ght gai•ments? It 

2: 5 

could only be an allusion to circumcision which takes 

place at eight days fro'll birth. Hence it 18 written, 

"My covenant was with him or Ure and peace , " 
31 

(Mal. 215). 

The privilege or partaking of the meal ot teri ng Aaron 

passed on to his Jesoendants, both fit and unfit, as 

it is eaJ.d, "My covenant was With him, or life" 

(Mal , 2:5) and "peace" (1b) ror he ensu.red peace J.n 

Israe1.32 "And I gave them (life and peace) to him 

for the rear wherewith he reared M11" (1b), 11nce 

Aaron took upon h1111Belr the injunoti on1 of the Torah 

in awe, i n fear, in trembling and quaking, Why does 

Scripture say (i n additi on), "And before My name he 

was dismayed (ib)?" For when he was anoi nted he 

-- • 



(Mal 2:6) 

(Mal 217) 

20. 

trembled and recoiled. Whereupon ~he Holy Spirit 

answered, "Behold lbow good and how pleasant it is 

ror brethren to dwell together in unity. It ia like 

precioua oil •• • ••••• • the beard, even Aaron•a 

beard, etc." (Psalm 133: irr). 

'nle midraeh continues with its exposition or Malachi 

216. "The law of Truth was 1n his mouth, ate , " in 

that he neither declared the perml.tted forbidden nor 

the forbidden pe?'lllitted. Since he did not entertain 

misgivings about the w~s of the all-present, even 

ae Abraham had not entertained misgivings. Thia 

the exposition or, ''He walked with me in peace and 

uprightness, " (Mal. 2: 6), "And he did turn many away 

from iniquity" (Mal. 2:6), in that he made trana

gt~aaors turn to the study of the Torah. And thus 

it says, "Sincerely do they l ove thee" (S, S, 1:4) . 

What is the concluaion - "Por the priests• l1pa 

keep knowledge so that they eeek the law at his 

mouth. " (Mal . 217) , 
33 

(Mal 217) The priestly family was also the "messenger or the 

LOrd of hosts, " (Mal. 2:7). Meaning here that the 

priest i s not only messenger but angel and the proof 

is the use or Mal . 2:7 for as the rabbis point out 
31! the Hebrew tor angel and messenger ls the same. 

Beau: 

In keeping with their purpose, not or expounding the 

(Mal 1:2) 

(Mal 112) 

(Mal 1:3) 

21 . 

Blble i n order to investigate i ta actual meaning, 

but in order to find religious ecUtication, moral 

1natruction and sustenance for the thoughta, and 

feelings of the preeent, those referencea in Scri p

ture to Beau and Edom are referred to Rome, or aa 

we notice in Bather Rabbah, Chapter 71 to the arch 

ene111Y of Israel in the Persi an period Ha111&11, a 

descendant say the Rabbie of Beau, 11 Afttsr these 

thing• did Klng Ahaauerus promote Kaman, the eon o1' 

Kammedatha, 11 (Bather 311 ). An eitplanation of "Arter 

these things" : Some mental oalculation took place. 

Who calculated? R. Judah said 1 "Halllll?I calcu1'\ted." 

He thought to himself, "U E11ther ls a Jewesa, ehe 

is my kin11woman from my ancestor, Esau aa it says, 

"Was not Esau, Jaoob1 D brother?" (Mal , 112) . 35 

And we find other reterenceu to the Wicked E"au ~ho 

becomes in rabbinic literature the ancestor of Iorae1's 

persecutol's. e,g., Rome. To Numbers 3311 "'ltlese are 

the stages," the question is raised, Why were all 

these atagee privileged to be recorded in the Torah? 

I.n return for their having rece1ved Israel, the Holy 

One Blessed be He Will in the future give them thei r 

reward, as J.t is written, "'l'he wilderness and the 

parched land shall be gla~, etc." (Isaiah 351lff) . 

Now 1t the wilderneae will thue be rewarded t'or having 

received Israel ia it not certain that one -.mo receives 



(Mal 1:3) 

22. 

echolara into hie house will be rewarded all the 

1110re? You tind that the wilderneae ia deetined to 

become an inhabited territory wtU.le the inhabited 

territory i8 d88tined to become a w1lderneaa. Whence, 

the inference that inhabited territory i8 destined to 

beco!D8 wilderne111. Prom the text llhich eaye, "But 

Beau I hated, and made hie mountains a deeolat1on, • 
36 

(Mal. 1:3). 

Thia reference to Esau 111 found in another context. 

When Moaee went up to heaven, and the children of 

I srael meantime provoked God's displeasure, five an

gels of punishment, !£. (anger), Ke;J!! (wrath), U!!!!!!l 
(hot diapleaoure), ~ (annihilation), and maabit 

(destruction) confronted Moses. In dread or 

theae angels Moeea held up the merit or the patri

archs before Ood and said: "TUrn from Th.Y fierce 

wrath, and repent of this evi l against Thy people, 

Remember Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, , , , etc, (Ex, 32: 12-

13) , But the Holy One Blessed be lie replied: "The 

patriarchs. What ia my obliga t i on to them? On the 

contrary, they are under obligation to me. Abraham 

••• • ••• I aaao 18 under obligation to me becau11e ha 

loved the eon who hated ine . As 18 ea1d, "Now Iaaac 

loved Beau ..... " (Oen, 25:28) , of Whom I said "But 

Beau I hated," (Mal. 1:3).37 

23. 

When Aaron and hi• brothers are c01111&nded to bleee 

the children ot Israel (Num, 6:23) the tollow1.ng dis

cuellion ensue111 

(Mal 3114, Our verae (Hum, 6123) beare on what 18 written, ;,Envy 
15) 

thou not the man or vi~lence, and ohooae none or his 

waya.• (Prov. 3131) . The man or violence rerere to 

Beau, The uae or the word man in Proverbs 3131 and 

the use ot the word man in Oene11i11 25127 aiean1ng vio

lence ae read 1n Obadiah 1110, and "envy thou not,• 

becauae lllrael Will in the tuture be peraecuted by 

Edom, aa Malachi aaaerto, "You have 11aid1 It ie vain 

to eerve God; ~nd what profit is i t that we have kept 

this ol1arge, etc, ?" (Mal. 3114)1 "and now we call the 

proud happy; yea, they that work w1ckedneae are 

built up yea, they try God and are delivered, " (ib 

15) . Accordingly, the Holy Spirit, apealc1ng through 

Solomon, eaid, 1Envy thou not,' . Envy not the peace 

enjoyed by lo(lcked Eaau, 

(Mal 3 : 18) .. .... Por look at the ultimate ,,,,"'l'hen shall you 

again discern between the righteoue and the wicked, 

between him that aervee God and him that eervee him 

not," (Mal 3118), For the curoe or the .Lord 1e 1n 

the house or the w1oked (Prov. 3:33) thia applies aloo 

to Beau; a11 you read, 11 \llhereaa EdOID aaya: "We are 

beaten down, but we will return and build the waete 

places, • thus says the Lord of Hoeta, "~y ahall 



(l>lal 1:5) 

24. 

bu1ld, but I will throw down, eto," (Mal . 1:4) . 

But He ble1111ea the habitation or the righteo•ia (Prov, 

loc. oit) that is or Israel, abouc Whom it is written," 

"Thy people also shall be all righteous,• (Isaiah 

6o:2l), "And your eyes shall see and you shall say: 

(Mal 3 :15) The Lord ill gi-eat beyond the border or Israel." (Y.al 

1:5). And the analogy continues: "Ir it concerns 

scorners, He acorns them, • (Prov, 3134), Soornera 

applies to Edom (Prov, 21:24) "And they are called 

proud," (Mal• 3 : 15) . But how do we know it rerere to 

th'l Edomites, because it is lfl'itten,"they that work 

(Mal 1:4) Wickedness are built up," (Mal. 3:15) , Thie rel'era 

to Edom beoauae "And they shall be called the border 

of wickedness (Mal. 1:4) , 38 

El1Jah1 

( Mal 3·, 1) The rer erence to an angel in Exodus 23:20 is clarified 

(Mal 3:23) 

in Exodus Rabbah 32:9. Thi e angel when he will reveal 

himeelr, salvation will come to Israel, as it says, 

"Behold I send Mir' messenger, and he shall clear the 

way before Me," (Mal. 3:1), Thie angel, he 11111 be 

the herald announcing the coining or che Lord and or the 

time aalvation. 39 In another rererence we find El1Jah 

ia designated as this precursor or the c~ or the 

Lord d llalvation.
40 

an The proof text here Mal. 3:23. 

Re ia referred to in connection With the Messiah in 

another conte xc we have discussed, namely, the Book 

(Mal 3:16) 

25. 

of Re111elllbranoe. Who will record the acts or man in 

this ledger? EliJah and the Meaaiah and the Holy 

One Bleaaed be He aubaoribe their aeal to the deeds 

or man, as it aaya. "Then they that reared the Lord 

spoke with one another, and the Lord hearkened and 

heard, and a Book or Re1111111brance was written before 
41 

K1-m (Mal . 3:16) . 

(Mal 3:23t'f) And when Bl1Jah ::omes, i.'hat will be his 1111oa1on, why 

will he oome? El1Jah will come to declare clean or 

unclean, to accept or reject , He will come to recon

cile diaputea. The Sages say: He will co.e neither 

to accept nor to reject but to make peace in the 

world aa it says, "Bohold, I wll l send you Bl1Jah tt.e 

prophet . , • • • and he ah& .. l tum the heal't or the 
11 ( ) 42 rathers tn the children, etc. Mal. 3123rr • 

The resurrection will be the reoult or his noming.
4
3 

Di voroe - Inte!'!!!fl•;oiye 

(Mal 2:10- Malachi speaks quite strongly ooncerrdng c:U·1orot< and 
17) 

inteI'Wl.I'riage aa aboal1nat1ons to the Lord. (Mal. 2: 

l0-17). The rabbia uoe these verses in their dis

ou11siona or divorce and interaarriisge. One paosage 

is noteworthy in that they coinpare Iarael and the 

nations and attitudeo toward divorce. In cementing 

on ( Oene11is 2: 24) ~And llhall cleave Ill\ to his wife, • 

They have this to aay. When the verso says "and 

shall cleave unto h11 wife" (1b) this retera to the 
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question, How do we know that a Oent.1le has no di

vorce, For throughout the book of Malachi, "The 

Lord of hosts 18 used," whereas here in reference 

to divorce we have the God of Israel, as it says, 

''f'or I hate putting away (i, e, divorce) says the 

Lord, the God of Israel." (Mal. 2:16). It is as 

though one tllight say, His name has no bearing on di

vorce save 1n the case o!' Israel al.one, R, Hanan 

said: "When Nehemiah came up from the land of Exile 

(to Eretz Israel, he found that) the women's faces 

had been blackened by the sun, eo that their hµebands 

had gone and married strange (i.e. heathen) wives, 

while these would go round the altar weeping. Thus 

Malachi says, "And this you do a second time" (ib 

?-:13) you actually repeat (the sins committed at 

Shitti m) "And Israel abode in Shittim and the people 

~egan to commit harlot1ng with the daughters or Moab ." 

(Num. 25:1) . "You cover the altar of the Lord with 

~ears, with weeping and with sighing,'' (Mal, 2:13). 

'rhe Holy One Blessed be He said, "Who will accept 

weeping and sighing from them, Who will pay heed to 

the husband's tears, when they p~tition ~ seeing 

that they cause their own wives to weep?" Or 1t may 

refer to ~he second half of ' the veree, "Inso1111,1cb that 

he regards not offering anymore" (Mal. 2:13). Who 

. 

- ~· 
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would llccept of'feringe from them when they are re

sponsi ble for their own W1v~s • tears? Having robbed 

her, oppressed her and deprived her of her beauty, 
44 you cast her away. 

(Mal 2;16) In another paeaage we find th;ls comment: 

"For a hateful une put away," (Mal , 2:16). This 

means that, if you hate her you ehould put her 

away, R, Johanan Sllys it means, "He that sende 

his wife away is hated, 11 There is really no con.-
flict between the two, since one speaks or the 
first divorce and the other of the seco11d, as R. 
Eleazar edd1 ''If a man divorcee h!a first wife, 

even thr1 altar ahede tears,"aa it aaya, "And this 

further you do, you cover the alta~ or the Lord 

Wi th tears , (Mal, 2:13f't) , 45 

(Mal 2 :10-17) Thia section of Chapter 2, Malachi preached as part 

of a campaign against the sexual moralities or his 

contemporaries, Sexual ~mmorality being a profana

tion of the covenant, The homily states: "This also 

you do, you profane God ' s altar With the tears of 

your w1vea, Thia is also as you did in the days of 

Moaee," The people reply to the Prophet ' s acouea

tion , And he answers them "Why does God d1eti ngu1sh 

between us?" His reply , "r don• t deny God is the 

sp1r1t or all flesh and that he crea"ed them too, 

--

11 

But what is 1t that the Lord wants of you." (Mal 2:15) Ii' 

"1 
h 
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·~ .a!2ll.1.!l!" (Godly seed), and non-Jewish wumen 

o•mnot bear Godly seed. The Sitra .ranta to indicate 

tbe problems which existed in leg1elatlng sexual 

111oral1ty, The people answer, "Let such a man who 

doea this be cut orr , may he not have aeed who will 

be mont&.lly alert." (Mal. 2:12) . qAnd if he be a 

pr1eat may ho not !:Jive an offapr~ to continue orrer-

1ng ~he sacrifices to the Lord,•
46 

R. Kama b. Hanina said : "When the Aoly One Bleaaed be 

He purifies the tribes Ho will first purlt'y tho tribe 

or Levi," for lt ia aaid, •And he shall pllrit'y the 

aono or Levi,• (Mal. 3:3) . R. Joshua said, "money 

purifies mamzerim,• tor it 1s said: •And Ke shall alt 

~e a reflnor and purifier or silver," (Mal. 3 : 3) . 

Whet i a meant by, ••ncl they shall offer unto tho Lord 

offerings in r1g)iteouaness,u (~al.. 3 :3)? Said R. 

Isaacs: "The Holy One Bl.eased be He showed charity 

to Israel, in that a family once mixed up remains so."
47 

•rho thought here being, t.hat by means or their wealth 

the non-Jew lntemarrias with Israel and having thuo 

mingled, they wi 11 not bt1 separated in the ruture. 

Thosa who !119J'ried by means or their silver tho Lord 

will purify by retaining them in Israel, and fina1ly, 

the Hebrew term ~ denotes both righteousness 

&nd charity . so that no attempt ia made to separate 

21U 
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a t811ily once aixed with 1llag1t1 .. te eleaenta. 

A da1,1gbter muat be treated in a piooper .. nne1'. 8)' H ll1118 

her to one who doea not aarry her •an• tha rather ha• dealt 

treaeberou1ly, aa it aaya, "Judah bath dealt traacberO\lllly,• 

(Mal. 2111), Tberetcre, auch a one may not keep her. Bebagdo 

being dariYed tro• Begecl, a garment. 8)' placing bh ga%'91ent 

upon her be aarriea her.40 

!!!l!. 
Concerning the subject or 1in the following paaaagea ara 

cited with reference to Malachi. I!' the court 1aaued a law 

and onl:J a ainority or the congregation tollowed it, than 

what? The principal 1a •• follow~; A majority ia 1111:3 the 

whole , Now sin~a it atataa, "And it th6 wbole congregation 

r.ir Ia"raal shall err," (Lev . 4113), the .. hole" in tht. context 

Mans the entire oourt, Evan tt>.ough a ain waa co11111itted due 

to the court&• deci1ion and ell the membera or the court. did 

not agree, the majorlt7 1a like the whole. However, we cOl'le 

to another principle, no law may be imposed upon the public un

leu a ma jor1ty or t ha people can endure 1 t• aa it aaya: "You 

are oureed with the curse, yet you ' rob u, even thia whole 

nation• (Mel. 3:9), Therefore, ain •a a wbole ia uaed bare 

to inform ua that as long as all are present the deoialon or 

the Mjority, enn thou@ll aol!IO dit'fer, 18 valid,
49 

ll'ow what happens to ainnere, The wrongdoers or Israel 

and tho Gentilea who ain with theil' body go do•n to Gehinnom 

• 
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and .,.. pun11bed tbt1ro for tweln 11ontba. Alter twelve 

aontba their bodJ 1a conau•d and the 1r 1aul 1a burnt a nd 

the wind 1oatter1 tbe• under tbe 1olea ~t the teet or 

the r1~teoua. Al it aa1a, ".lnd you aball tread down 

the wicked,• (llal. 3:2ll't).
50 

•can a1J1one bide h1at1elt in aecrat placea that I 

aball not 1ee htaf• (Jer. 23:24). The anawer h ob•loua~ 

no, •tor I aball be a 1peedy wi tness to ax,poae you in the 

world•; 11 you read, "And I will be a aw1tt w1tne1a 1ga1nat 
51 

tho a oroerer1, eta.• (llal. 3:6). 

And again 1t 1aya concerning th• sinner, "l the Lord 
62 

will comrort and rorgive them.• 

(Mal 318) 

SacirU1cet 

The people wt1ll know th.at they must aaor1tioo to th• 

Lord, At ti11u tho)' f orgot and at t1111oa did not bring 

the correot klnd ot 1aorltice. 'fb• rabbis call the peo

ple'• attention to, •present it to your governor. Will 

be be pleased with you, • (llal. 1:8). •1r your governor 

wil l not accept y ou or your 1scr1tice •bf a hould I,• 
53 

Hid the Lordo 

lfcl'I when the tithe• were neglected bf Iarael they 

were reainied or llalachl'• rebuke: "Will a un rob God! 

.. , .. But you 1ay: Wherein ta ve we robbed tne e1 In 

t 1th•• and be••• otrerins-,• (Mal . 3:8) , tor you ha•• 
neglect ed t o bring them.

54 

.. 

11, 

ii 

(11&1 3110) 

31. 

lhat 11 the Pl&llhhaent tor neglA1Ct1ng tba tit.beef 

Jlaln d<11 e not d11oend on account of the tra1M1gre11ion 

ot tin things. Among ti- an the tranagreHion ot 

tbo11 who do not gin their titbH in accordance with 

~ regulatlol\I, Hoe d c. •e llnowf Pro• the text 1 

1Br1ng 7ou the whole tit.be into the 1torebouae ••• and 

t1'7 ..... 1r I will not open the window1 ot heaven, etc.,• 

(kl. 3110).55 

Then wbatlfa the meaning ot "Bring you the whole 

tit.he into the atora boU9e ••• • and trr ae ••• 1t I •111 

not ••• polU' you out a blHoing 1d belidaxf• (f.al, 3110). 

That ia until your lipa aball wear a wa1 tr~ aaying, 

8 1t ia autt1c1ent tor ua.•~6 

All! wi. t in the nre1 11 the Maning or •and t1"1 

eo now with thie,• That 11, •1aron 1hall come Jnto 

the ho~ place, •1th a 7oung Bullock, eto,• (t.v. 16:3),
57 

(llal 1 113) "How do •• know,• Ulla 111d, "that ttn.inciatlon 

doea not traneter ownar1b1pT• Bacau1e 1 t 11 11id:•And 

)'OU brou~t that 'llh1ob w1a• .. ,11al . 1113.,,That llh1oh 

WH a1aapp!1opr1ated, h thu1 oo•pared to the laae, 

JUet H the la .. baa no re-~ at all to render it 

qualltied tor the altar, ao aho that wbicb waa a111p

proprlated hH no re•dY at all , oo -tter betare or 

after renunoiatlon.58 

<•al 1113) In dhouHing the~: A 1tolen or w1therad 

- "'! , 'J 
• 



,. 

:12. 

Pala branch la invalid (on the tirat da7) WbJ i• lt ln

'Yalid oo the Hcond d&JT R. Jobanan anewared ln tbe 

- ot R. Slaaon b . Yobar, •becauae it would bee pre

capt tultllled through • tranagreealon,• •• it i• aaid , 

•.tnd 7ou ban brougllt tblt which 11 stolen, and tba lama, 

and the aick.• (llal, 111:1). Pult11Ung • precept through 

a tramgraHlon h torbidden.
69 

( lfal lill) llben Malachi apealca ot pure oblations (l:ll) • bat 1a 

.. ant bf biaf R. Hana aakoa t e o aaaartlona. •.tll the 

••ilea wi ll be gathere d in only tbrougb the merit or the 

1 tudy or Uabnah, and wben Kalacbl -ntiona P\lr& obla

tiona, tbia raters to the Kt.i..n.• Sinc e no oblat1ona 

or other aaoritioae wore ottered in Babylonia where the 

Jewa wero in exile during the d~• or Malachi. Khbnab 

1111t be ••nt by pure oblation1. 
60 

(*l lill) Another interpretation ot tbh nrH. One ebo otrer1 

tine tl.our tor 1 aeal ottering (Ln. 6:1:1) ii a ccounted 

aa it ha ware ottering a saoritice from one and or the 

world to the other. .la l t 1a 1aid , •per troa tbe rhing 

ot tbe 1un even unto the going down or tna same Ky naae 

11 great among the 111tiona; and in every plac1 otteringa 

are prea1nt1d unto ~ n1n11 evon a puro aeal-ottering,• 
61 

(Kal. 1111). 

•Loella black like 1 r&'Yan,• (Sons or Song• 6111) , 

Thl• ver•• h referred to in tboH teJtta or tbe Torab 

wbiob 1e1a on the 1\ll' t1ca to be too repulahe and black 

to be ioeoit1d in publlo, bvt the Rol7 ~ 81Alued be 

a. HJI, "They are pleaaing (.treboth) co ••• and thin 

ooapare "Than •ball the ottering or Jud.ah a nd Jeruaa-
82 

lea be plea1ant lwa-Are'bftb) unto ttw Lord,• (Kal. Sit). 

(llal s:t) 81 who otter& a aaoritioa unto the Lord, in tbil 

world doe• not orrar it in vain, "but lt b• ott1r1, 

a.nd it plaHH .... ••Y• the Lord, 9Tban in the WOJ;'ld 

to co.a be will &110 be pr ivileged to aake e r. ottering 

and I 1hall aocept it, and it will give •• pleuure, 

u •1 be interred trom tb.., ~xt, Thon (that h in the 

ti• to car. el 1ball the of taring or J\ldah •nd Jeruu-
65 

l ea be plaaaant unto th• Lord, 1 (llal. 314). 

ftb• P.1 or ttw Lord 1 

.l d11oription or the daJ or the gr1at judgment, 

tor it •&J•• 11Bahold1 tba day coMtb, it b1.11'118th H a 

turm.c a,• <•al. S:l9) mid what tollonr •eut unto JOU 

that rear 11J naae 1ball the sun or rigllteou•neH arha,• 

(S:20). What i1 alluded to in tba word• the aun ot 

rigbteou1nH• and bealingf 'l'h• rigbteOl&aneH wb1ob 

one doet tor tba poor will 1tand up and 1 h1ne fOll' JOU 
e• 

on the d4Q' ot great Juds-nt and g1H baa11ng. 

lhJ did Ood bin tbe Ieraollte1 ••ar th• blood 

on their doorpoataT To dietinguhb tboH to be killed 

and tbOllo to be 1and. Ood u1d to th• people, •,lnS 

you 1 ball oburT• thia thing tor an ordinance.• (Its. 

12:24). •u I bave done to 7ou oow, 10 .ill I do ro-.. 



l•l 3119 
3:20) 

(llal 3119) 

(llal 3119) 

34, 

:rou in th• u .. ~o co:ne ," •• it 1a ea1dl 9Po1" behold, 

the d•J oo .. th, it bu.rnetb • • a turn&oe, etc.• (llal. 

3119) , • b11t u tor 7ou, and I will apare th••• H a 
65 

aan aparea 111• own aon,• (lb 3:1?). 

In the bereatter the BolJ One Bleued be Be will 

etr1p ttw aun or it• aheatb and uncOYer lt and oauH 

it to ocm1uae the wicked; u 1t 1a aald , •por behold, 

the d•J oo.eth, ••• •• • • and all the proud, and all that 
66 

wol'lr wickedneae , abal l be etubble, et.c .• (llal. 3119). 

11rael 1a called, "llJ eon, llJ tiratborn, " •ll:rt 

Beoeuae 1t la written: •sut he ebell acknowledge the 

tiretborn, th• ion or the bated by gi•ing him • double 

portion, eto.• (Deut. 21:1?) similarly Israel are 

he1ra to two world• - thia and the world to c ome• 

Theratore did God gin Iareel the aoon to reokon bJ it, 

whereaa th• idolater• reckon according to the aun. 

Thh impliea that ea the aun only rulea bJ da7, ao their 

?'ule wi 11 onlJ be 1n thh world, and juat •• the aun h 

ot tire, ao tblJ will be punished with it •• lt aa7a1 

• por bah.old, the da7 co.,tb, etc.• (llal , 3:19), "Thia 

aonth aball be unto you,• (Bx. 12s2) , retera tben to 
ti? 

the lune.r month. 

Por 11ho• waa the wotld creetodf Iarael •&J• to 

the nationa or the world, "Walt till ti» daJ or tbe 

Bol y one l!lleued be Be cmea, and we abal l aee t or 11hoae 

(llal 3120) 

( llal 3:2) 

aake the world na created, • and eo 1t 1• written, 

9Por behold, the day ocma it bllrla u a turnaoe,atc . • 

(llal. 3 sl9),
68 

"But wito you wbo tear llJ naae ah.all the aun or 

ril!llteouanua aria• wltb healing in 1te w1nga• (llal . 

3:20). Thie retere to t : l<ie • wno tear t o utter the 

D1Y1ne - i .n ••in, 
69 ·~be aun or ril!llt eouaneu with 

healing in i t • winge,• aaid Ab•Y•• Tb1a prD'fea that 

tbe aotea dancing in the aun• • ra71 h.••• beallns power. 

!low, be differs from ft . Silleon b , LAJ:1ab who aalds 

'"l'blre ta no Oehinnoa in the 'l!Orld to 001ae , but the 

HolJ One Bleaeed be Ba wi ll draw f orth tbe aun troa ita 

aheaths the ri@llteoua aball be healed and the wicked 

1hall be judged and puniabed thereby.• Aa it 11 written, 

•But unto 7ou that tear llJ ~· aball the eun or r11!1lt

aouene11 arl•• with healing 1n it• wing1,• (llal. 3s20). 

"lloreo•er tbeJ aball be reJu•ena t ed bJ it,• •• it l a 

"1'i t ten, "And JOU 1ball go !Ol'tb and grow up u cavea 

ot tbe a tan,• (llal. 3120). "But the w1oked eball be 

punlabed thereby,• •• lt 11 written, •Behold th• d•J 

co•th tbat a ball burn •• a n onn, and a ll th• proud , 

etc .• (llal, 3:19),
70 

On t.b• day or J\ldpent ca n •111 aan 1ay, •1 aa 

pure trom m:r ainT" Jlo aan will be able to atand tira 

81 it ••J•• 9Tba Lord ••• w11i a\ldd•D1J COlllt to Bia 



Olal Ml8) 

(llal 3117) 

(llal 3120) 

(llal. 3120) 

ll6. 

Temple ••• ," (llal. 3 ;1). •eut ebo _,. ablde the day ot 

Rh oc:alngf And .no aball atand when Re appaara,• 

(llal. 312). 
71 

When the world to coma arr1•H wh1cb h called 

110rn1n& tban wa shall lma1t in whoa He del1ghtU "Then 

you aball age.in discern batieaan the rigjltaou. and the 
72 

wicked, ato .• (llal. 3:18). 

Th• RifhttoU• and their Re••w 
"Then a hall theJ be aine, • aalth the Lol'd or Hoa ta, 

ein the daJ that I do Mice, e•en aine Oltn tretaure.• 

'lben God aeid , "Then you abell be aine own tNaaure• 

(lb: , 1915) be referred to the people when they returned 

to the land. .iten they return to the land then God 
73 

will malD tho• Hie own traaaure • 

u a reward tor honoring tathel' and aother what 

1e proahed, a lengthening or 7our da:r• . And ror rear

ing th• Lord God (Deut . 6113) what 1• promlaad, •eut 

unto 

1>'1•• 
you th•t tear .., naae ahall the eun ot rigjlteoua-

74 
aria• with healing i n lta wl111•• (llal. 3:20) . 

•oo your ea7, eat your bread with Joy,• (Beel. 

91'1), Abba Tllhnab the pioue , tor allowing the good in-

clination to aaater the ••11 inclination, the Holy Ono 

8leaead be Bo cau1111d the 1un to ahille, •• it 1e written, 

•sut unto 7ou that tear ., - aball the aun or 

rlghteou1neu ar1H, • (llal . 3120). Tberetore to the 

(hl ~:19) 

37. 

righteoua the Bath ltol 1a71 "Go your ea7, eat 7our 

bread w1 th JOJ . • '7ll 

Tb• Bolz aeirtt76 

llany det1n1t1oru ban bean given tor the aeaninc 

ot the tara ~ bakkodHh. In rabb1n1o lltaratura, 

Abalaon diatinguiahH th~• dittar.nt HIWH in tlbioh 

the tara ia uaed. 

1 . The di'line ••111&t1on which inepired the raoog

ni&ad prophet.a or the Old Teetaaent and the writ1n« ot 

all boolla or the canon. 

e. It lmpired with a aort or prophat1o HllH 

Hnral alaoellaneoua obaractera l .n th• Old Ta .... nt 

and otter the c loaa ot t be caaon, 

3. It 1• the di•ina . ndo-nt, akin to prophecy, 

which &1110De _,. attaln, prodded be u ... thr Ure 

which leada up to thh high et.a te or 110ral, rel1a1ou1 

and iJ&elleotual perfection. 77 

Th• rabbh then in tpealdng or the CHHtion ot th• l'llab 

baldloct••h •P«*• ot that manite1tat1on or the Holy Spirit 

linked with a dar1D1 te h1e tori cal epoch. In the 'l'alalacl 

we find : .. 1th the death or ti. lut propbeta Haggai 

lacbariab and llalcbi, the 801)' Spirit departed rroa 11rae1.
78 

O!b-: 
GebeDN will 1t1ll u:bt in the ti•• to come. tor it le 

11ald, •a.bold tbe day oo .. th •• •• it bllJ'Da a• a t \lraaoe,e tc.• 

(llal. 3119),
79 
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(Mal 3:19) lb•n WH thh Gehenna creat•df Before the Garde n 

or &don tbe Gehenna waa created , the Gehenna h••ing 

been created on th• .. oond da7 , and the Gardon or Sden 

not till tbe third . And Ulo tlaaing awoJ'd (retera to 

Gehenna, eo ••• lgna ted) in accordance wi th , • a.bold 

tbt d•~ co ... it burns aa a turnace ,• (Mal. 3:19). 
80 

(Mal , 3 : 19) Bow • 111 the l'igbteoua be rww•!'d•d and the • 1ckt d 

(llal 3119) 

punhhed in the wol'ld to 001119? 

R. Ya nnal and h · Siaeon ben Lallhh aa7: -rhougll 

Gahenna will not exist i n the ago to coee , the .un will 

conauaa them that do evil,• ea it is said, "Pol' behold, 

the day cometh ,• (llal. 3:19). 

You will rim that tho 1un h kept within a ahoath , 

tha t the et. a th 1a set within a apbere, tha t under the 

aphero mo•t• a pool ot wa ter which comes from above the 

f ir ... ant, and that althougjl God temps the heat or the 

1un • 1th the water f 'r om a bove the rtr•ment • Nothing 

la hid fl'om the heat thora or• ( Psalm 19: 7) . low on tho 

da7 ot Judgment 9h.a t will the Hol7 One Bleased be Be dof 

Be wilt cauee tho aun to co .. rorth and will pun1ab 

wi th it them that did 8Vi l, "For behold , the d~ 

c o..th." (llal. 3:19) .
81 

8ut t or the rtghteou1 the sun will come forth ror 

the• to benefit or it.
82 

(llal 1 :13) 

(Mal 3:8) 

(r.181 3116) 

(Mal 3 :16) 

(Mal 2:3) 

39, 

The l11n1M ot Ctrta1n lord• : 

'#ho 1a oalled a robber (~)! One who rob• 

open~ H in the v1ra1 , •ani the men of l!Atohe• aet 

lltl'll in welt tor hla ••• and tho7 r obbed all that caJCe , 

etc .. • (Jud gt• 9125). Al the way ii public ao does • 

gulm act openl1• OJ' •• 1t ii said •&ud you hnt 

brought that which • •• tak1tn -, tiolt~t, and the lt111e 

and tbe aiek, e tc.• (11.U. 1:13) . A• tho l..a eurtel'8 

trc:a an open de rec t, 10 the ga~l•n a cte open17. 
83 

"WU l a -n rob 

lllOUll with ,\'.,~ • 84 

"Then Wben they that reared th" Lol'd submi tted 

( N1dbel'U) tbe one to the other the Lord hea!'kened, • 

(llal. &116). Whe n 1agee 1n eoata or author1t1 aub1111t 

to ono another' a e ot'de - hero W)lsu:ll comae froDl the 

1a111C1 atom ae lt'.adbtr 1n the vtl'la •He aubdue th (~) 

people• under u1• (Psalm 4714) - tho Holy One Bloeeed 

be He , gt. ea heed to their wo!'de , u it le eeid , • 

Thon wt. n the7 that teared the Lo1'd , e t.e. • (llal. 3:16) . es 

Whe n t • o e1t a nd wo!'da or Torah pan between them, 

the Sbaoh1.nab abidee a.mong tbea, ae it. 11 eald, • Then 

tbe7 that feared the l.ord 1poll:e one w1 th another and tbe 
.. 86 

Lo!'d hearkened and bea!'d
1 

(Mal . 3: 16) . 

Tbzoe• dAJ• atter dea th a -n•• stomach bunte and 

g1vee back 1ta content.a to thl aautb u)'il:l8, 9Take what 
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40. 

you atole and robhed with v1olenoe a.nd placed 1n mot" 

Thia thought derived rrom, • 1 will spreed dung upon 

youi• racea even the dung of your aacrificea," (Mal. 

21~) .eT 

ln theae areaa the r a bbis conaidered the verses 

of the book of Malachi . Proof texta tor the tuuea 

which arise in a man•a lir e and bow he niust race theae 

iaaues. 

CHAPTER llI 

MALACHI ACCORDING TO THE MEDIEVAL JEWISH COMMENTATO~S 

... 



•' 
CllAPl'RR Ill 

Thue far we h•• • presented tho •• odorn" polnt of view , 

tbe treatment or the rabbi• and their uao or the • •t•ea in the 

Boole or •a1ach1; and now we will pre1ent aome a•peota or the 

medieval Jawieh 0011111onta tor• and their viewa . 

Tho•• aon repreeent wha t we woul d call the ln~arpro

tation or tho S)"nagogal Book or • alacbt . 1 Aaong tbe• we find 

the rollowlng: 

Abrabul ben Me.tr Ibn Ezra: A acholar and wr 1 ter. He waa born 

1092-109~ and died January 28 1 1167.2 Ho waa trom. Toledo and 

afterward •• ttled in Cordo•a. Hie lit e waa divided into two 

per iods through hie ellligl:'ation tro• Spain. In the flra t 

period , which lasted almoat to the year 11'0, he l'On aeole.111 

as poet and thinker . Moao1 lbn E&r a, a n lnt1,,,.ta rriand , ex

tols him aa a Nltgioia phUosopt\er (IBlltakalUni) . Abrahaa 

Ibn Daud calls him the laat or the great mon who formed the 

pride of Spaniah Judai1111 and who 11atrongthoned the hands or 

Iaraal •1 th 10~1 and with worda or ooat'o1•t. • ln the tirat 

period or hh lire , ha was chiefly occupied with poetry. Ha 

11kea to call hiaaelt "tho poet• (h!.::!h!!: - aee his i ntroduc

tion to Pentateuch Co111mentary) or • ra ther or ~oell\9" (end or the 

vereirled ca londar ragu1ations). 

Tho lllO•t prominent acholara among the Jaws or Spain 

ware Ibn !sra •s personal rriaode; men like Joaoph lbn Zaddlk 

and Judah ba l.e•i. He also asaoelated and debated with the 

42. 

repreaent a t l••• or ~arai••• this , a.-idencad by 11any ~••agee 

in h1D conaentary on tbe Bible. 

In the 11cond halt or hb Ura ooe mu•t imagine him 

a lonel7 .an, who led the u1111ettlad lite or a wanderer. In 

1140 he ••ttlad tor a tlaa in aoee. 1n his 1ntroduot1on to 

tho Kohelat oom11entar7, he 1a7e1 • Re dep&l'ted troa hie native 

plaoe , which i• i n Spain , end cam• to Rome.• 

A tt> ole aerie• ot worke on Bible axegeeh a.rid gr&a

Mr wu the fruit or hi• 1ta7 in Ital7, In l!'Y'anee, city ot 

Pralllt ha ooapleted aevoral exegatioal worke includilll! tbe be · 

ginning1 or a new oo-ntary on tho Pinta teuch, In 1158 in 

London ha wro te hie ral1g1o-ph1loooph1o work Il.f.24 .1!2£!• 

ln 1160 he raturnod a ao11ond t.11118 to PrOYenoe and at 

lfarboNll he trana la tad an H tronomlcal wor k rroa the Ars.bic . 

ln Rome, where be ill Hid to lll • e dlad1 be began hh liatab 

.!!!!.!!!:!!l• a gra-tical work . In the lntroduc ti on to thia work 

ha axpreaeee the hope that •tt will be a l egac1 or Abraham, 

the aon or Meir, and will preserve hb ae111>ry rroa generation 

to generation.• 

Re i a the onlif example or a wandering 1cbolar who 

denlopod an unuaual17 riob Uterar1 aothity in hie roaming 

axie tonee under the 1tre11 or circuaatanoae, and wbo wrote 

worke or luting iaportanca. 

Ria l1ter81"J work• inolude 00111111antariea, gramnara, 

... 11er exegetical worka, Isseret ~· ror exaaple, 



I' 

re:1g1oua phlloaop~, mathemat1oa, aatroD091", aetrolog)', 

Paeud1p1gre.ph1o , U\d poetical worke.
3 

!>!Yid K1!!1!1 (Rodak , aurn.uad MaistN Peti t h A Prencb graa.-

.. r1an. Ra wa1 born 1n Narbonne 1160 and d ied there 1236; the 

you~eat aon or Joaepb KJ.mht, and brother or Moaea K1mb1. 

Rh .,. t .l&J>ortant work 1a bh ~ which -• done 

in two parts: tho tiret, oonta1n1ng a oomprehenaive exposition 

or Hebrew gr-r; the H oond , a dlctlo!m'y or the Bible . In 

his work he deaonatl'&tes b11 poaaeaalon or the power or ayatema

thaUon and or p opular exposltion, He excerpted rroa hla 

predeoeaaora oopioualy and oircuaapeotlf, a nd arranged hie lllll-

ter1al • 1th auoh ccaprehenaivene1a , olearneas and luo1d1ty or 

expoeit1on tbat, while be populori&od tho op1n1ona or hie 11-

luetrioua tcrerunner•, ha at the aaJ11e ti• aade their work• 

a upertluou1 and helped to link them lnto an oblivion rr- • hlch 

they were not rescued until the nineteenth century . 

IUmbi wrote commentariee on Genes le , the Propbeta, 

the Paalm am Obi-onicles . Io the lntroduotion to ht.a co•

ment•:ry on the Propbe ta be up latua the dUtJ or expounding 

the Bible troa a rel 1g1oua atandpoint. In a general way be 

adhere• to the literal .. an1ng or Scri pture , a nd hla exogee1s 

ta baeed on ~r aod rattonallt.y, At t1111&a, however, he 

introduce• into hi• explanat1ona pb1loaop1l7, and aoae Biblica l 

na:r:rativoe, and tollowi~ • aiaonidee, eJ!Plaina them ae v111ona.
4 

... 
Jo11ph b, 11110 Jilhi (Iii Kaai aurm.11ed llaietre Pat1 t): & 

s-&ria.n , exege te, poet and tNnalator. Re waa born in 

a outhorn Spe1n abou t 1105 and died about ll?O. 

He liffd 1n poor clro1.111at&ncea , and i n addition to 

hia literary labora he • •• acth a .. a t eacher. 

Abrebaa Ibn l&ra,who vi1 t ed Narbonne i n 1160, aiat 

have aet Joae pb_, wh o lert h ie native Spain and aettle d in 

Na r bonne Provence . Joeepb rollowed Ibn E&ra in a ome partiou

lara, t'or elltaple, in the uae or ) N <l tor the Pa:rad1ga or 

the verb. Ibn Bzra, on the other h11nd , quotea Kiahi in b1a 

co-nta:riea on the Bible. Both aen worked to populari&e 

Jud11eo A:rabio ecience. Although Ibn Kzra•a work 1a sUPOrior, 

K1111hi was actually the first suoceeaful tranaplanter or JUdaoo 

AJ'ablo aci a nee. 

Another conte mpora.ry WH R. Jao)ob ben Meir a\IJ'1l8Jlled 

"Rabbe ma Taa, • 

K111h1, a gram.artan &lld lexicograpller, i n b1a oty

aolog1cal eirp l anatioN Halla ror enalogtea Sn Sible , Talllllld, 

Targua and &rablc . In caaea where auch analogio• are wanting 

or u naa t hfactory he h guided by the pr1nc1pl•, "The unknown 

aiat bo d educed rr- the known.~ 

Rh method throughout hh exagetioal wortce ii aoatly 

that ot tho pe1hat, i.e., literal inte rpretation. Re frequent

ly tollowa the Span1eh echool, He l>&TI a great deal or a tten· 

tion to the contezt, a point usually neglected b,r llaggadht•, 



Rh explanati 01111 are 1hort and t erae. 

He tried hla hand at poet17. His liturgical pocll\8 

are indeed diatingulahed bf brevitJ or rol'lll and elegance or 
lu~uaga.5 
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Xtchitl {Jtbiell Hillel ben David Alttohul: Wu Rabbi at 

Jaaorow (Galicia) toward the middle or the aeventeenth century , 

He compl.eted the connenta!'J on the Prophete and the Hagio

grapha which hie rather had begun, dividing i t into two parts: 

{l) Me;udat lion (~he ?ortreae ot Zion), a lexicological gloa-

1a17; and (2) Me1u<1at David (The Fartre11 or David), a co111-

1111nta!'J on the Biblical Text.
6 

B!llU (Solomon ba.r Iaaac): A PTench commentator "On Bible and 

Talmud. He wH born at TroJea in 1040 and died there JulJ 1:5, 

1105, Accard1ng to tradition, Raebi•a rather carried hie rt-

11g1oua 1eal ao tar that he cast into the aea a gem that wee 

much coveted bJ Chr1at1ana , whereupon he heard a lllJ11terioua 

voice wh1oh foretold him the birth or a noble aon, Raahi'• 

rirat teacher waa Jacob b. Bakar. Upon hia death Raehl 

atud~ed with I1a1c ben El1ezer ha-r~vt. 

Beccue or ita 1.mportance his great work, the com

mentary on the Bible wu tran.elated into Latin. 

Bia attailllllenta appear all tho mol'e re-rltable when 

it la remembered that he confined hi.maelJ' to Jewish tlelda or 

learning. He knew only Prench and a te• worda or German, no 

aacular acienoe, 11a•e somethins or the praot1cal art•, But 
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in Biblical and rabbinical lltertture hie learning wa11 both 

eatenaive and reliable, am hie -rowt quotationa 1how that 

he wH ramiliar w1 th nearl:r all the Hebrew and, Arauic work• 

or hl• predece11or1. 

Hi1 Biblical 00111111nta~ie1 are based on the Targuatm 

and the llaeor&b which he tollow11 0101111.~.. The two Pt'lnc1pal 

aource1 fro• which Rubi derived hie eaegeale were the '!almdic 

aldraahlc llter1blre and the bel'IM!neutic proce•••• which it 

emplOJa - the pe1bat and the ~·? 
Aa we have noticed thua rar certain veraea et.alld out 

aa key •eraea in the book ot Mllaohi. We •ill t reat these 

ver1e1 in accordance •1th the 1nterpretat101111 ~r the ayl'lllgogue. 

l:l The burden or the word or the Lord to Ierael by Malachi. The 

<litt1oule, 81 arorement1oned 1a the nama or the prophet •ho 

la 'barl'Jlng God ' • word to hrael• and the purport or hlo 111ea-

1age, Ttro ideaa are brou91t out ~Y the 0011111entatora . H11 

n•- WH Malachi. (Ibn Bara, introduc tion), lie had h1a mea

aage 11h1ch be wee to carl'f to the people tor lllllJ d&ya. 

(Raahi). And Raahi al10 mentlon.s that in a bardtba in the 

Meltilt&b •e read • that all the prophets atood on Mount Sinai 

and ttwro their prophecJ w&a handed over to them," Th• Tal

aidic paaaage1 oonneotlng h1• with Bzra are cited, but are 

not accepted, 

112- I b&Te loved you, 1ay11 the Lord. Yet JOU ••JI 'tllbere1n have 
~ 
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you lo•ed u• f W•• not Esau Jaoob'• brotbert eay e the LordJ 

yet I lovod Jacob, 

Ro• did God'• lo•e ... nirea t it• eltT Re gave J•cob ' • childron 

a eoet dH irable land, So de •J.rable in tact that enry na

tion wal\t ed i t. (Rubi), And you lei;oael , .mat did you do 

• hen you r e turned t o the land • h1cb I e• ore to your father• 

to gi•• to the l r cblldronT You continued 1n 7our •toked 

• aJ• · BllaU too recebed an lnherltarK:e , - rited bJ the 

glory or bie tether end ~ecauae ot hie e iclcedneu a d eeole

tion • a• •de or hb mountains . ( Ibn &zr•) Thie l ove you 

b&ve tor u1, 0 Lord, J.a it beceuae •e ti.Te •rite d 1 t or 

b•cauee or the glor7 or the pe triarcbe and utrierchet 

BYen though Jacob end Ba•u bad the same parenta, becauao or 

... au •e idolatroue waya I loved Jacob, (Mets udotb Da•id) 

Doee thia n:>t prove that 1f11 love tor you Israel ia becau1e 

ot 7our•elr. 

11:5 But Blau I hated and •de hla mountaina a a deaolation and 

gave hia heritage to the Jackale or the • ilderneaa. 

I re•Cl'led B.eeu, and made or hi• mountains a deeolatlon and 

or bia r or treue• alao a deaolation. (Ta.rgum) Because or 

a.au ' • • lclced doodt the Lord remo•ed bill to the land ot 

Selr . B:Lae• hore the lend or Edoa is aleo l'9rerred to aa 

Mount Soir , tl'ererore here , too , the land or Bdoro ia calle d 

hia aountaina. (Targwn) Becauee or l!aeu•1 w1okod deeda 

the Lord reaoud bia to tha land or Selr. Blae• here the 

land or KdOll h 1110 referred to a e Mount Seir, therefore 
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here too tbe lanl o r Bdoa b ca l led hJ.• mountaina , (Redek) 

115 And your •JH •ball aee , and 7ou •ball • a71 • Tho Lord 11 

greet bo70nd the border or Ierael.• 

Grea t • 111 be t be glory ot Ood, tor he 9111 ute nd the b01'

der• ot l•rHl. (Baahi a nd ·rargua) You 11bo ware beyond 

tho bordere or hrul dll H)': 9The Lord 11 great . • (Ibn 

Bua) At the t1- of redemption )'OU • bo ere be7ond the 

border• ~ hrael will ••Y• •'I'be t.ord b treat, • becaUAie 

or t be wondera be con t11U1all1 pe r !'Ol'IU . 

le mua t keep in mind thla ia after the BabJlonl an lb:ile . 

lote the oo ... ntatore do not rollo• tho Targua wbicb expleina, 

) N ~~ ~lj..l\ i.J"lb,l'J J\): I C a~ hi• berltage to tho 

J a ckab ot the wilderneu) aa ~ ),:)~)'! j'\\°'3\' ?\1.5'JOh.._ J\1\ 

(a nd bia rortl'tleae3 into a deeolate wilde rriee•), but tbe7 

explAlned on tbe meaning or Y..U> (Jacka la) and o ther 

ant- i. or tho du el't . ( 1: )) 

116 A aon honora t h hi• rather and a aer Tant hie ... tor , It 

then I be • father where la 1111 bonort And t r I be a 111&tte r, 

where b M7 fearT S&7a th• Lord or B08U , Onto you, 0 

prleet• that deaplao 117 - · and 7ou ••Y • ti.rein ha•• •• 
deep1aed Your rame! 

It 11 co-on knowledge that a 100 ahould honor hia r a ther 

(Raehi , Ibn B.zra , Rada.le and llet.11&doth) and a 8lave alao 

should honor h 1a .,.ator (Raahi, Metzudoth) or tear hia .... 

tor (Ibn bra , Radak) . 
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Thie verae 8nd the next are directed agaj.net the pr1eata 

wbo hue al1gnted God 1n their aacred duties, by not ehs.r1nt; 

equally with their colleagues in each and every eaerif1ee; 

but they rather prererred to 1!18ke up their own equall&atl on 

l'Ulea (Rubi l :7). 

Radak and Ketzudoth underatand that the prieat derro

gated tbe ordinance o r aacrif icing the blood and tho tallow 

upon the altar. Th1a practice being un•eemlf to them. 

And when you off er the blind ror aacrirlce, 1t la not evil l 

And when you orrer the lamo 11,nd the sick H is not evill 

Preeont it now to your governor, wi ll he be planed with 

you or will he accept your person' aeye the Lord or Roa ts. 

These eacr1fioea Which you bring. to m", are not evil in your 

eyes. So, saya the Lord, •bring them to your governor, the 

gOYernor or Judah (Ibn 6&ra, Radak) will ho accept your aao

r1tlcea end respect you ror bringing auch aael'ificee.• 
~ \ ~ 

(Radak) f.)>h...> la tranalated by the Targwn 1•J l (i ~ -JI 

and Radak agreea with this. 

l: 10 ctl that there were even one among you that would shut tbe 

door•, that you might not kindle fire on Kine altar in vain. 

l have no pleasure in you, says the Lord or Hoata, nolther 

will I accept an offering at your band. 

The sp1r1t in which the sac'!'1f1ces were prHented was 

worthless. The priests were materialistic rather than 

ideallati.c, even ror the si roiplea t or ael'Vioee in connection 

with the Temple, "uch as the c loail'lg or a door or the 

so. 

kindling or a light, a ree waa charged (Raab! rrom the Sitra) . 

Ibn Ezra also looks for idealism and points out that the 

root or I )1\1.-J\ 1a J •\k fire. Radak also 111entiona God's 

wish that the gates or the Temple be cloaed and the altar 

remain unkindled rather th11n aacri!'icH with unbocDllling 

thoughts bo brought. Metzudotb concurs . Radak and Metzu

doth interpret f>) t\ as vain while Ruhi quoting the Sitra 

interprets as wi th pay. , 

1:11 Por from the ris ing or bho oun even to tho going down or the 

same Ky n&Jt111 la groat 11121ong the 1IJl tiona; and in evory place 

orrorings are presented unto lty namo. Even pure c.blat1ona; 

ror My rune is great among th11 1111tlorJ1, aays the Lord of 

Hosts. 

Thie verse is an expreae.\on or Malachi's •1nlversaliam. 

The Targum i~erprets according to hie own timo in which 

prayers took the place or aacriflcea, hence whenever Israel 

prayed the great name or God was sanctified among the na

tiona. 

Raehl quotes our rabble •ho say, •rhat God ls called the 

God or Goda. Beoauae even whoever worships bis own Idol, 

knows there la one God over all or the idols; hence even 

they recognized God . Another interpretation or the rabble, 

it Tefera to achol11rs who etudy the laws pertaining t o the 

aa~r1f1cee, which, ls cona1dered in the abeenoe or the 

Temple aa o valid substitute ror the real aaoritlce. Rash! 
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then quotes the Targum. 

Radak explains why only Eoat and West la mentioned • 

aaylng that rroa North to Swth very little or the world 

h iobAb,lted. He then concurs with Raehl although they 

wor11hip i dols they ac tu.o.l 1y aspire toward the real God, 

and the idol aervos aa an intermediary. 

1:lt But curaad be be that daaletb craftily, whereas ha hath 

in his flock a ...ale , and nametb, and aaerificeth unto 

the Lord a blemished thing; For 1 8Jll o. great King, s ays 

2:2 

t he Lord of Hos ts , and My name 1s roared a"'ong tho na't 1 ons • 

This verso 1s explained by oll tho.t thore was contempt 

ror the altar or t b11 Lord. 

•since rrq namo 11 reared 11111ong the nations, ho• 111uch 

more, therefore, 1s it t.o be teared am reveMd by l arae l . 

If you will not hearken, and if you wil.1 not lay it to 

heart, to glvo glory un~o lly name, soys tilt Lor1l of Kost a, 

then w Ul I aend the CUJ'se upon you, and I will curse 

your blessings, yeah, I wt 11 curse them, because you do 

not lay it to heart. 

since I God knew you would not listen, therefore, aa 

I cursing y ou . (Rash!) BeOBUSe you did not lay it to 

your beart to gtvo glory unto My na111e J am cursing your 

bloaaiq-a aa, ltaako bright rtrf darkness.• (2 Sam 22:29) 

God lightens and darkens -.an's paths. (Ibn Ezra) Af ter 

tb,e wilding of the Temple I blessed you , you then ahowed 
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contempt tor lie w1tb polluted a acr11'1c• • • tberetOl'e the 

ble•sing now- beoCllllla a curse, and l will add another curio. 

(Radak) 

Kno'I tben tba t l b&ve aent tb1 a c6nunand11ent unto you, 'l'hat 

111 cOYanant •igbt be with Levi, oays the Lord of Hoste. 

'i'alce warning t o cont?r•• to tlie high standard• required 

ot tho priaathood. a.dale , Raehl and the Met&udotb agree 

that God ia speaking and wa~ts it knOlfn t hat the cove nant 

eatabli•hed "1th Levi must cont1.nue, lbn Ezra pointe out 

that in vorse1 1-3 tha prleeta ~ addressed in ver1e 4 

the people. 

My covenant was with him or 11 .~·e and peace, aud I save them 

to him, and or ~ear , and he tP<u"ed We, ard waa atraid or 

lt;r n1<mo, 

The cove nant involve& mutual obligatiol'IS : God, on His 

part, beatowa on the prieata lire and ~ro1perity, and 

they, on their part, conduct the .. elvea with reverencu 

toward a Hitn . Tho covenant ea tablhbed w·i th Pinobaa waa 

proaiaed to hie deacondanta. (Raahi and Badek) The Tar

gua atataa 1t thik way: •1 gave the priests perfect Torah." 

2i6 The law or truth was in his mouth, and unrigllteouaneas was 

not round 1n hie Upa; lie • alked witb me in peaoe a.nd up

r iglltnea•, and did turn m&nJ away from lnlquity. 

Tho c01Dentatora concur the pr1eathood ia an agency en

dowed with great po1a 1bil1t1ea aa a positive toroe t or 

.. 
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tnatruotion and reproot 1n right eousne••· 

Por the prie s t • lipo ahoulrl keep knowledge and they abould 

8 eek the law at his m(lll.th; for he ta the 11111aaenger of tbe 

Lord of 801 ta . 

The priest ia Ood •a deputy like unto the ain1eter1ng 

angell who enter w1ti:l1n Cod's o•n donian (Ruh1) . Raehl 

ard the others mention also Dout. ~;9tr. 

2:9 Theretore have I aleo made you contempt1ble and base before 

all the people. According •• you have not kept lly wa7a, 

but have had re1peet ot persona 1n the law. 

Since you deapiae cne (1:6) there toro will I mako you 

despised IR•dak) and :rou pries ta you do not do wi:. t a 

priest •hould do. You respect the rich ard accept bribes 

(lbn !z.ra). 

2110 Have we not all one tathert Hath not one God created ua? 

#hJ do we deal treacberoualT every nian against hie brother, 

profaning the covenant ot our rathereT 

Thia verse 1• often quoted as a aubliae adlllon1t1on to 

mankind regard1ng tne Fa therbood or God and the brother

hood or nan. But in the context and in r elation to the 

problem dealt with, the prophet aeeme to argue that since 

Goel 1s Israe1•s father a nd they are Hta child" n, brother

ly love ahould be shown one to another and r -11y loraltJ 

be uphold. *We .r• all deaoanda4 trom J acob, theretora, 

1t we 1nteiwarrJ1 we protano the covenant which our 

fathers rece1Yed at s1na1.• (Ibn E&ra, Raab1) lllby, since 
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we are Jacob'• children, do we deal tl'9acbarouel.7 againet 

our brother, that •• mrry etrange wo•en (heatbene) and 

loH thea more than our tiret whee wbo an Ieraelltea. 

Our 1'orefather1 • Abraha•, ltaae and Jacob never ebunned 

their wiv•• until they tbt .. elvee br:>ugtit the• their hand

•idene. (Radak) 

2:11 JUd1h baa dealt treacherously and an aboa1nat1on 1e oom

•1tted 1n Iarael and in Joruoa)ea, tor Judah haa protaned 

the holineaa ot the Lord wnieh oe lOYea, and hae llal'ried 

the dau@tl ter or a • trange god. 

Judah and llrael are one ano the 1ue. Ir be prot•ned, 

he protanotl himselt. Even t h& prieata tranagreued 1n 

th.ii way. (Raahi) God who i1 unot1t1ed aaw anddui>iaed 

• h•t he aaw, beoau1e of the provocation ot hia aor~ and 

daughter•• When they deal treacbfJrouel7 aga1mt thll•

•elYea, they desl '' naeheroual:r a.;a1nat God . Thia girl 

who is an idolater la not a descendant trca the patr l areh 

nor doH ahe believe in the au. God. ( lbn bra) 

You who are holy, when 7ou 9\J'l')' out or 7our faith, rou 

•re loat to Judlliam. (Radak) 

2:12 llay the Lord cut otr to the lllln that does thh ht. that 

oalleth and him that 11naweretb out or the tenta ot Jacob, 

and hi• that otrereth an ottering unto the Lord or Roats. 

The Targum ~raphraeea 

aon, this view la adopted bJ Ibn Bara and Radalc. Tb• 
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general •lit• accepted 111 all: Be who D&rriea the Gentile 

wil l not have tbft poaterity a Jew looks forward t o . And 

it be be a prieat he wlll ban no ottapring to carr1 on 

the prieatlJ dutiea (aee Talmd Babll Sbabbatb 55b), 

2; 1~ And thia tirtber you do , you oo•or t he altar of the Lord 

wit.h teare, with weeping and •1th a1gbiag, 1nsocucb that. 

8e regard• not th• ottering any more, neither doea be re 

co1va it •1 lh good wlll at }'our hand. 

Raehl elaboratea tho prophet'• rebuko: 91'1>.e tiret crime 

tor which t cen1ure you , that JOU take as a wife not one 

ot your own people but a foreign woman, ta bad enough; but 

that JOU alrHdJ have a Jewlah rite and bring into tbe 

bou1a a roreign woman aa e h iet wife (at.k ing your Jewiab 

wire a secondar)' wife in living widowhood) la unpardonable . 

According to the Jewish commentator• , tbe tear1 are 

thoae or tbe reject.ed Jewish wives who cuie to tbe Temple 

cC111plain1ng or thetr cr uel l ot and pour out the1r grief 

before the altar . The tear• fol"l!l a barrier ao that God 

does not accept the offering or th e people. 

2:U '!et you aa7: llWDeutoret• Beoauee tbs Lord baa been wit

n••• between you and the wife or your youth, against whoa 

JOU ba•fa dealt treacheroualy, though she 19 7our coapan1on 

and tb• wife or your covenant. 

Wilen the people a1k, bow ha•• we diepleased God' The 

anewer becauae you ha•• profaned th• -rriage contract 

whiob like all cont Ko ts 1a entered into before God, ( lbn 
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bra, Radak, .. tsudotb) Tbe wife ot your co•e1111nt, 1he 

belonged to tbe c0Tenu1t bet .. en God a nd brael, tor ahe 

WH of tbe J .. iah lei th H oppo1ed \.O the daugbter of a 

foreign God . 

And not one hae done e o who had eiruberance or 1 pirit 1 Por 

what eeeketb the onaf A aeed given or God. 'l'bererore 

take bead to your 1pirit, and ht none deal treaclM1'oualJ 

agalnat the •ife or hh youth . 

We otter other trane lat1orui to thia ·Hrae which 11 quite 

dirt1cult. 

~ 119.lre• tb1a e .. Ddatioft, 

end one God eade hor, 

king Jamee; " &nd did not he •ku one' Yet had he the red-

due ct the apirit . And where torb onef That he might eee~ 

a godly aeed . Therefore take heed to your ap irlt, dDd let 

none deal treacberoualy aga1rui t tbe wire or hh 7outb, 

~ Baa not the on. God .. de •nd auatdned tor ua the 

apirlt ot Utet And what doea be deeiref Godly ortepring. 

So take blled to 1ouraelve1, a nd let none bo taitb1eea to 

tho •if• or bia youth. 

~ Waa not one Abra.baa, an 1ndh1dual becauae o r whota 

tbe • orld ... oreated, and • hat doe• one aeek or God. that 

he eat.abliab t or hla a aon, fro• before the Lord, and 

take heed t o your1el•oa, and t.he wife or your youth, deal 

not w1 tb her treaoherou•l:J . 

I 

'. 
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(a) Th• •erae de1cribe• an argU9ent between the people 

and the prophet. Thi people d1terded their conduct er di

vorolng tb11r •l•e• by aaylng. •otd not the one l•brebam) 

do so and .. l'l'T Ragarf Th• prophet rep\ie1. •Ye1, but he 

had an exo•llence or eplrit; he d111red a godlJ ••ed." 

The moth• 1n •br.ahaa'• action ••a dirterent trOll yours; 

he did not •••k luatflll gratirloation. (Mldrash , Targwa. 

Ras hi, Jlt.chl) 

(b) •llot one who d i d 1 0 kep t his rat tlt intact: ind • hat 

dld that one aeek, 1 godly •••4t• A man who .. rried a 

foreign wo•n. although he juetitied h11 ao t ! on by hi• de

a!re ror children, ln•ariably loat his faith and adopted tbs 

gods or hla • lte. ( Ibn E~ra) 

2:16 For I hate putting away. saya the Lord the God or Iarael, 

and hinl that cowera hi1 garment wi th wiolenc•• aaya tbe 

Lord or Koat• • therefore take heed to your aplrit, t ha t 

1ou deal not treacherously. 

"Batetul 11 be that potteth away bis rtrat eite; ewen 

the altar shed• teara beoauae or tb!s. " (T .8. ~ 90b). 

Raehl however quotes another view offered by • ••• • • • in the 

, ... paaaage or tbl Tal ... d: "lf you hate her. than put her 

away; but act uot cruelly by retaining her in the boma. 

1r you are 11tranged from her." Targu11 expounda alrnilarly. 
~ . 

"It you hit• her. dhoroe her1 ••»the Lord. God of 18r ael. 

1'but do not co.er the 11n with your sar-nt ~•&J"•1 the Lord of 

Koate
1
ani take heed or your aplrit and do not deal 
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treacharou1l7, Radalt quote• tbl Taiogua. 

2117 You have wearied tbe Lord eltb your e ord1. Yet you aay •hlre

ln ba•a • • 11ari1d Rl•T 111 tb•t you 117 : S.eryone that doe1 

Hil ii good in tbl aigllt of th• Lord, and Be deligllt• in 

3;1 

them; or •he re 1e the God of J1111 tice t 

Tbl co-tatara agree. lbe people are adaonlabed to.,, 

loeina rattb in tbe Lord. In their dupondanoy and doubt 

they are dri•en to one of t wo ooncluaiona: either eYll i• 

pllHlng to God, or there 11 no God of JUI tice. 

Behold, I •end My .. uenger, and be ahall clear the way be-

tore Me; and tbe Lord, whom you aeek, will auddenly c~ 

to Iii.a teaple; and the •ae1ng1r or the covenant, eboa you 

delight ln, behold , be coaeth, •••Y• the Lord or Boats. 

If)' ae11ang1r J ~ ooaung to clf"r the path or all the 

wicked , tb11 Lord wbooa )'OU HOk la the God or Jua tice (RH Ill). 

Be la the ling lleHiab. (Sadak ) The a1ueng1r of the cove

nant la oona1derad aa a dee1gnation of th;, prophet 8lijob. 

Al it 11 written I ~lnga 19110 (Radak and Me t&Udotb), Tbe 

covenant 1• tb&t or c1rc1U10iaion, hence the cuatoa or al

looatlng a ~ tor ll1Jah at a !!!:!!h• (Radak) 

316 For I the Lord change not; and you. aooa or Jacob, ere not 

oona~d. 

Tb• T•r8\llll Because J the Lord have not changed ., 

eternal oonnant and you children or Iarael, you i .. gtne 

that whoever dies in thh world hia judgment ii tinilbed, 

R•ahl agreea wltb the Tarsu• and adda another 1ntarpretatlon 
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n-oa the "bbh 1 l do not roipe&t 111 blon on otbe" but • 1th 

1 ou st aJOrowe .. , be tinite but you •ill ne•er be deatroyed . 

lbn B&r• at•t•• 1t in thia way, "A• a nation 1ou will 

always re .. 1n, tor when the tatber di•• tlw aon ra .. 1ne.• 

Radak, "lerael'a eternity la guaranteed which 11 not 

the caae wi th othor nationa.• 

3:19 Por babold the daf oo ... , i t burna •• a l'urnaoe1 and all the 

proud , and all t hat work wiokadneH, ahal:t be atubblel and 

th• day that coaea ahall aet them abla~e, ••1• the Lord or 

Rottl, that it 1b&ll l ea•e the• nel tper root nor b l"enoh. 

This day 1a thll day or Judg1141nt. The da7 1a the eun 

(Ra.sbi) . He than quot a• b. Abodab Z&r•h 3b, • on the daf 

ot judpnt the Holy One Bleeaed be Se, wil l bring the eun 

rroa it• 1heath1 the wicked will be conaumod by it and the 

righteoue healed by it.• 

~ 120 But unto you that rear 111 naae shan the aun or rlgbteoua

neea arlae wlth hea ling in it• wings; and you aball go 

rortb, a nd g .. bol u oalHa or the ataU . 

lbn K&ra arpl at11o1 th• aa1n aapeot or t ha da1 11 the 1un. 

When we ••Y •the beat of the day, we aean the aun, eta . • 

The aun'• rar• will radiate healing ror broken heart• and 

perplexed minds . 

When thia healing takea place then •• 1oung calves grow 

in eh• and ratna•• ao will you break forth. (Raahl and 

Radak) 

R- l>er JOU tbe law ot MoH• .,. aarYant, wh1ab I o-nded 

unto bi• 1n Horeb tor a ll I1rae l , e•en 1tatutea and ord1-

nanctt•• 

60. 

BT raaeabering the Torah or Moau and 1tatut .. and ordl

nancea , on the da7 or Judpent 7ou will uoape pun11bMnt. 

(Ibn Bara) The Radak explains thia ••raa to be a refuta

tion or all allegorloal interpretat ion or tbl Tarah. Ha 

1a7a it la not (tbe Torah and ita comme.udlllenta) like thoae 

who aay i t wae given for a 11m1ted t1111o. It le binding 

ror ••ch and ••ory goner•.t.ion. 

3 1 2~ Behold I will aend you £11Jah the prophet, before the ooai~ 

or the great and terr! ble d•J or the Lord. 

I aeml JOll IU Jah tho prophet fgr tl:te 1•k• or the Tora h 

tor • ••n though I h••• warned you concerning tbe ohaer•ance 

ot 111 co11111&nclaenta he will reaind you ea When the day ot the 

Lord co111B1, which la to be a terri'>le day you will be pr11-

pared. (.!!ll_u~!.l!) 

Radak poeee the queetion and anewer• it: Row will &lijab 

appear f lie will a ppear iu • resurrected 1tat a . Hla ;soul 

will return to the body fro" whence it cUll . 

3:2t .lnd he •hall turn th• heart or the rather• to the obildl'9n 

and the heart or the children to their rether a l eat I 00111!! 

and eiaite the lanl with utter destruction. 

Through the ob Udren , SU jab • 111 get to tba parentl to 

uphold and keep God ' • Torah and Ria oo ... ndmente (Raabi , 

Radak and Matlludoth). 

Ibn E&ra•a cOlllent la unique and I include tbe coapleta 

t.rarurlatton and with it cloa e tbia cbapter. 
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•And now I will cloae the co ... entary or th1a book 

with a word about J111jah. We have round that ho waa 1n the 

daye or AbadJ'a the aon ot Ahab and we round writ ten alao 

that Johoram the aon or Ahab an'. Jeboshopbat aaked Eliaha, 

--• it ia w-1tt11n there, 'her e ia Elisha, tho the prophet, anu • 

prophet, tba aon of Shatat who served Elijah.' And thia ii 

glijah. alread• aaoendod to the heavona 1n a proof that ho, , 

storm, bee.use it le not aaid that ho ta ser•tng bill (proeent 

ienao) and. further more because .Elisha did not depart from 

Blijab only after aerving him and after ho aecendod. 

behold WO he.ve found that e,fter the death Of Johoahophat tn 

tbo daya of hie aon .Apasya, tt ta writ t en and there oame a 

letter rrom &lijah the prophet and tbia teaches that ho must 

have written it and eent it to hiJll at t;hnt g iven time. Be-

caus e 1f we will say that it was wri tten before his aecent 

the vorae would atate: t hat it wu round; or it waa brought 

t o him a lotter which waa l eft by .Elijah (which ho wrote 

before hls aecont) • (Thoretore we must aesume t hat Elijah 

wrote tho lotter at tha t particular t ime .) And there ia no 

doubt that in the days of our holy ae.goa one will aee him 

God 1n "is eerof wtll baaten hie prophecy and will 
again am "" 

bw-ry the 98 t t tmo ot h1 a co mi RS•• 

62. 

~Remember, oh people ot Iarael , the law or Moeoa 

with ita statutes e.nd ita judgments, which were given unto 

You on lfoiint Hore'll ·" Thus, the voice or prophecy was huehed. 

Thua enda the boo.k of Malac.nl, a God-tea.ring ,.a.n Who auddonl7 

appeared in Jeruaale111. A 111&11, fllJ.l of vigor and 111oved by the 

prophetic eptrit. Worthl.ly did ha close the long list ot god

ly men who he.<! eucceoded each other for four centw•!es. Mala-

chi announced to his dejected and despairing brethren ~he 

speedy arrival of the Mesoengor or the Covenant, whom many 

delighted 1n and who would bring ~ette~ days with him. The 

prophet counaeled th P. people not to ~mit paying the tithes 

on account. of the ev·1l-doing of aomto ot the pr11>sts , b\•t to 

bring them all, aa 1n former oays, into tho storehousee. 

Malachi, like the ea,rly c rophets, proole.lmod Lhat 

ln the dietant future a great e.nd awful de.y would dawn, when 

the difference betwoen the p1oua and tho Wicked would be made 

clear. Before the coming of that laat day, God would send His 

propnot Elijah, and he would reconcile father to the aon. And 

so he bade them to "Remember the Law of Moae1, given unto them 

on Mount Horeb." 

For tt ia only occupation with the Torah for tta own 

aake which le life, tor thia purity of 1110tivo tor.me the main 

difforenca"between the rlgbteoua s.nd the wicked , between him 

that aePveth God and him that se11veth hil!l not." (Mal. 3:18) 
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~either the quantity of sins, nor the quality of sins, need 

make man hesitate to follov the Divine call to repentance. 

He has only to approach so to speak, the "door" with the de

termination ot repentance , lllld lt wlll be widely opened for 

his admlttance. Thus said the Holy One, Blessed be tte, to 

I srael, 11 0pen unto me tile door of repenta11ce, be it even as 

narrow as the sharp point or a needle, and I will open it so 

wide that whole wagons and chariots can pass througl'• it.• 

63. 

This Divine call of repentance !Juplies also a certain mutual 

repentance, o~ returning on tne part of Ood, who meets Israel 

halfWay. '1 It is to be compared to the son of a king who was 

removed from his father for the dietance of a hundred days 

journey. !Us t"riende said to him , •Return unto your fath,,r, •" 

he answ&red. 111 caMot." Then his rather sent h1lll a me!-

soge, "'rravol as much as it is in thy power , and [ w11J. come 

wito you for the rest of the way." And so the Holy One, Blessed 

be He, said, ''Return unto me and I will return unto you." 

(Mal. ):7) 

Anc:I then, in k6eping with tradi ti.on, tile editor re

peats the twenty-third vurse so that the book of Malachi will 

end with a word of comfort rather than ~ word or chastisement. 

My hopes too are for the speedy com1ng of tht• Messenger• of tne 

Lord and his forerunner the prophet Elijah. 
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