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LIX>!f MODDJA 

Introduction 

I 

To understand the lite and work ot Leon Modena we must 

first try and catch a gliapse ot the background ot bis envir­

onment, and the spirit ot the age in which he lived. Centur-

1ea ot uninterrupted peraecut1on and oppreaaion had a degrad­

ing effect upon the cultural life of the Northern Jew. Shut -------- - --
up in the Ghetto walls, unable to have intercourse with the 

outaide world, and denied every privilege due a human being, 

lt waa but natural that the intellectual horizon ot the Jew be 

am.all and narrow. 

The Jewa in Italy did not, indeed, either in learning or 

in their aocial and political position, sink to the depth ot 

their oo-relig1on1ata 1n some o~r parts or ~ope. On the 

contrary, they took an active intereat and an actual part in 
1 

the oult.ural lite ot the country. The Renaiaaance, born in 

Italy, waa &movement in which th• Jews had a pand. •rn the 

time of the Renaiasance we find that the Jews had a part in 

\hie movement which broke the power or the Church in Italy, and 

looaenect the minds ot men and raised them to loftier heights of 
2 

419it1. 
l. Marx, A. a.u.c. ~ 1924 - p.605 ?L:: ~ . 0. 
2. Karpelea, G. A Sketch of Jewiah Hiatory. Phil, 1897 - ft'TV'f'V\l'fAP 

fp. 75-76 
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The period or the Reformation waa promoted by th• Renaia­

aanoe. The outatanding characteriatio ot thia period 1a that 

it waa easentiallJ a movement wh1oh atreased the critical exam­

ination or traditional views. The horizon or men waa being 

changed and enlarged by new 1nvent1ona and diaooveriea which 

opened before them a viata of unnumbered poas1b1lit.1es. 'l'be 

diaoovery or America, the work of Copernicus, the establiahJlent 

ot printing presses, all served to help men acquire a broader 

outl ok upon life and upon the universe in which they lived. 

Wh.1.le this movemen~d not a very deep influence on the 
3 

Jewa, it did not pass entirely unnoticed bf them. The great 

m.aas or Je'flf'y cleartng to ita Rabbinic - Talmudic Judaism waa 

little influenced in its principles and outward form or liV1ng 

by the spirit or the sixteenth century. Thia spirit brought 

to the Jew only more poignant surrering and hatred. But de­

ap1 te the peraecution, the Jews could not help imbibing a modi-
4 

cum or this new intluenc•, wh1oh was potent within their ranks. 

The aeventeenth century made m.ore firm the chains or the 

Jews, and we tind that a rew vigorously protested against t.he 

7oke. The great body or Talmudic law weighed them down, and the 

, Kabbala or Luf a, Vi t&l, and oth~r• had them in tirm grasp. :Bo•­
eYer•, aaya Graetz, •1n thia thick unsightly crust overapre&41ng 

t.be Kabbala, aome ritta and chinks appeared, which indicated 

cllain\ergration . Here and there were round unpreJwUced men • 

3. Deut.ach, G. 
4. Geiger. 

J 

The Biat. ot the Jews. B.Y. 1921 - p.93 
Leon da Modena - Brealau 1856 - p. 5 



who telt ancl expreaaed doubt• as t.o the truth ot Judaism 1n ita 

later Rabbinical and ltabbaliatic form. Jlany went further and 

_,_ 
-

5 
included Talmud1cal interpretation•.• Some spoke with open t ,.~ 

audacity or the outrage, but these were pursued bitterly and al-
___;;_.-

lenced; while others kept their bitterness to themselves, only 

revealing themselves when they belleyed themselves unobserved. 

These are noteworthy men~ In such Jew1ah men , who, 1n their 

own circles, protested either openly or secretly against the ig­

norance and intolerance which was superimposed upon them, the 

critlclam or the Judaiam or their day and the rejection or 1ta 

demands assumed an entirely new form. Among these men Leon 
6 

Jlodena standa toremoat~ 

Biographical Sketch 

A. 

As a rule, the Jewish histerlan surfers from a paucity or 
biographic data. He la forced to rummage about and gather ma­

terial rrom all corners and ends in order to form a mosaic pic­

ture or the life and works of h1a author. Thia, however, ia 

not true or Leon Modena. He has t.hro~ his writings, eapec1-

ally in t.heir· prefaces and other addi tiona, g1 ven us much more 

detail about his activity than the majority or Jewish authors 
1 

ot former times. .Bia aut.ob1ography -- i1"7J;>• '•n -- which he 
" 

prepared tor the uae and benefit or the posterity who might poa-

5. Gi-aetz: 
6. Geiger: 
1. Blau, L. 

Vol. V p.55 
Leon da Modena - Brealau 1856 -- p. 6 
Jahreaber1cht d.er. Landea -- Babbinerschule in 
Budapest rilr daa SchulJahr 1904 -1905 -- p.57 

• 
l 
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a1bl7 be interested 1n h1a 11te'a courae, 1• a b1ograph1cal •••­

or1al, which aaYel the 1nvest.igator the trouble ot collating the 
8 

individual data. 

Gelger aa7a ot Leon Modena, •A remarkable man th1a Rabbi 

Judah Aryeh, or Leon da Modena~ A man •1th t.wo exteriors, who 

throughout his lite, never revealed what. was inmoat in his heart; 

who did not dare truat to anyone a manuscript. bearing h1a name. 

A 11an who performed h1a manifold dut1ea aa a Rabbi, and then 

turned upon the Talmudic system and ita toundera •1th wrath. Be 

spurned th• centuries - old, firmly rounded t.rutha, but believed 
I 

1n alchemy, aatrology, and necromancy~~ A turbulent and harried 

lite that co11mEnda our admiration and sympathy, and yet repulses 
9 

ua.• 

The family, llodena, lll1grated trom France to Italy. They 

established a temporary home at V1t•rbo, and troa which, accord-
10 

ing to the custom ot the time, they took their name • ./ The seal :-· _,.,, 
. ~);, 

ot the family was a leopard standing on his hind legs holding a ~ 

:::::i ~I ' in hi a paws. h--,,.. 1>11.; 

Leon' o grandfather, B. llerdeo&i ben Isaac ben lfooea waa a r r_j'
1 very d1atingu1ab.ed phya1c1&h who was given the title or •itnigbt . tj.

1 
\~ 

of the Golden Pleeoe • by Charle a V. He l1 Ved 1n Bologna . where \ ... -~ 
8. In h1a 17 -,1,1

1 
» 17, Modena aa1a: p.9 -- tAA 

,J\~~n >::l")~:::s ,nt?::i i'IJ\U .liJ'::l.,~I o•.,11.1.)lb ')Ji/• •5> il1 \ ' 
l.)J .,,)t"Y.l ),~.Y 1>..:i)f ~1&11' \l:>Ji'\ ·:>~lO ..>..::> ~.J\..:>~ .1'\l~..YilC, -

> J\ :::l.11.J n • .:> : 11 • n x •.::> \n1bx ~ c., ., VI Y.. o·~· n J\• 1n 'f. 
0i1•/n)(. D..Y...., , I >...:>"'P ,)!.~ \· >J~ 'l· ~~ }?' °i' •il ' 

: Cl, J :\ r· I .., f 1l > .... .,. b ~J\ ~ t • 

9. Geiger: Leon da Jlodena, Brealau 1856 -p.6 



he attained a reputation not only becauae or his medical akill 

but also becauae or hie scholarly atta1naents. Be tried to 

wr1 te a book 11ke the,OJ' J\, .:'.l or Joseph Caro. Be died in the 

year 1530, being poisoned by the physician who treated him ar­

ter he had been kicked by an ass . Be iett his wife Gentila and 

tour aona , the oldest or which, Isaac, waa ten yea.rs old.and 

t.he father or Leon Modena. 

In the aecond halt ot the 16th century a aeries or per- _ 

~9cutione began. In 1553 the Talmud was burned by the order 

ot Pope Jul1u• III. In 1569 Pius V banished th• Jews from his 

domains, excepting Rome and Ancona . Over 800 Jewa were com-
11 

pelled to leave the city ot Bologna. It waa in the wake or 

this expulsion that the parents or Leon fled to Ferrara, and 

from there they were forced to flee in 1 571 , becauae or the 
12 

earthquake, to Venice on the 23rd ot April (28th ot N1aan) 

_571 . Be was c1rcuac1aed by Kenachem Azarja Fano, the cele-

l:O • D > r.> • I J .:::> VI ..}} g :::> ~ 7'l I J' JI Jo I jl J) J( ~ 1 X ~ • .J > S ? '> 1- l 

1).:J 11nx ~ 1 17J>'711a';, 1x :i ....:>"nx\ '.:::i..""\D '/ .:J o • .:i:> 

j1 X IS ,) il J) J J n .1'i "f J n ~ 0 'J I "1 X 'l D .../\ I , ,, b I I .3 ) ' / I 'J g • J 

-s-

X , tt 11 1 ., .11 E..._ Y.)...... 0 :.:._ !..:!_ ' .::J In p ~ I 'IJ I ~ .::i t 

n, l"' . " n f'o) l ~ .~ )it+~""-
11. J.E. Vol . III, p. 298 \ . ~ , . 

12. 

1171/1> 

i 
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brated scholar and Oabbal iat. •• haY• a l•tter ot Jlodena "Writ.-

t.en to Pano in which he recommend• to hia attention one t:l , l:l n., ~., 
13 

who had come to Ital7 aa a collector tor the poor ot Palestine. 

Be tell• Pano that th11 man ia upright and rigbteoua, aacriti-

------­~n order to help the poor Jews ot the Holy Land. ')'. ~\ 

When Leon waa eight month• old his parent• returned to 

l'errara and from there the family moved to Colon1a. Here, he 

had aa h1a t'riend and companion, Gerson ~who later became t,/~ 
the head ot' the Yeahiba 1n P~. Geraon Coen saved h1s 11t'e r~-i~ 
one day when Leon tell into the \1 If~ where they went to 

1
glay. 

In h1a autobiography i1 71 rr • "n he tell• or the incident. 

Leon received a liberal education, and in addition to the 

uaual Jew1ab training, he waa taught a1ng1ng, music, dancing 

and Latin. le t1nd that in 1578 Isaac aettled in Kontasna~ 
which is near Venice, and here with the exception or two years , 

13. Blau, L. J&b.reabericht der Landea -- R&bb1nerachule 1n 
Budapest tur daa Schulj&hr 1904 - 1905. llR o) 
p. 5 

'Kl 7'1.9 J)#'J\l.Jb "lb#~ 'Jl » il 1 JXI D,1 11 '11 ) 1 
14. llJ~1/ )(.111 ilJ\Y ljl.;) 11 14 1~ ""> ''-> ll n:> 0.JI IJllOC&J 

I;;>~ 'b il I \ ) JI lO~ ') ,, > il 1 it ' I " J l , ~ ( g .:a i'1 ~ . "' ' 
,'},~ 7> ft1"1S "'Cb\1 '>~ I J'J V) ) SJ/ 1t, .~jl 

'}; ,_c,J i''il ;\ljl\ "'\')>" T-"" ~19,\I 0')!>1Ji1 
,"1Jt( f.YbW>I 1''">'P'I '))l.li1 n"):i'l : t•...1'1'1.;1 !>..:> 

- • • - - " .:> \ il ..) ' l\ ~ ~ ~. ' l Y.> ,~ \ ~" l\ 0 :I , ~ ' ") ' , J\ • .:l i1 

' J\\'~\J\\ J\"~ ..l\.J\')U1Y-:> O'b:l \\»~~ l~WJ\I 

\\ ~ '"> lb .J\ o..=> ~ '9 \-O ""\.9 Yl " '> ::J ti">"'-' nil > .i\\~"' ' \ 
~ 11, t l\., • , n > t . J ~- I lo ) ·, ., n !:> \ f 
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Leon spent his youth. 

Pinzl. as his teacher. 

.1.D 1580 he studied 1n Terr~ th Chi zkija 

Here l:e di st1ngu1 shed himsel f' a s a prea ch -

er and a great future was predicted for him. He would have stay­

ed here, but t~r two maid servants or F1nz1, who made hia lite 
15 r 

bitter. Be went home and wa, tben sent to Padua in 1581 where 

he studied under Samuel Archevolt1, ~excellent Hebraic gram•ar-

1an and styli st. Thi a man wrote the book 0 Ill I J i1 Jl ;t I ? .JI. 2here n 
1 a a letter which Jlodena wrGte to Samuel in 1586 in which he di 1- \ {; 

aus sea the passage rrem .J\ •.;i ,. , r ., SJ ; ~~, n \ 1' s , r ~ .:1 L_ '!. '"tO 

~ l ' ..:J Ill nl \' .., I JI ' ., 12 • JI ,, "' I jl > In • l .<> ~ I ~ l s I I ~ 1..~ 
He then returned to llontagna~ere he studied un4er Jlosea Basula f.flh11 

-.t..vi~~~ ~ 
Della Roca. Th.1 a teacher soon wandered to the ~where he \t\~ ~ 

d1ed, and at his death, Leon composed an eleSY or eight. lines, ~ ~ 
which could be read at the same time in Hebrew or Italian. Thia iw~ 
elegy excited wonderment among his oontemporarieo and alao among ~c~ 
those oome came later. It was a wonderful teat tor a youngster 1 ~ 
~r 13. Thi a eleSY was first published in h1 a book n , 1 i1 • '> :;), n. 

Jfore remarkable la the taat that it was at this time that 

he wrote an art.icle on the game or ohanoe in Hebrew. The article 

called ),,/., ')';) ' Jo ia notewort.h7 tor its style and treatment or 

the t.heme, not to speak or t.he remarkable aelt-revelat.ions which 
17 

it contained. The 7outh Modena t'ouncl himself' uneasy in the 

15• . tf'1 I!' '"n -- p. it t 
16. P~ ~ 1 1 -- Blau, L. p. 2• - 24 
17. 'l'hia article is translated bJ ile~ Gollancz in his bGok, 

•Translations trom Hebrew & .Ai-amaic , London 1908 - ppl6l-
219. It is in the tora ot a d1&log\le between two t'r1enda 
J:l.dad and llecla4 • 



fJv 
little town ot Motagnaf He longed to go out. 1nt.o the world, ao 

that. hia iapriaoned ap1r1t might tind nour18b.ment. He sought. a 

remedy in CQrreapond1ng •1th people ot the outside world, or in 

v1s1ta to larger c1t1es like Perrara, Ancona, and Venice. In a 

letter addressed to his halt-brother Abraham Parenzo he explains 
18 

h1a desires and longings. 

Up to the age ot 13 he knew no hardships and had no finan­

cial d.1tficultiea, tor h1a tather provtded hia with 11one7. Bia 

course ot studies, we have ahown above, was that ot a child ot 

richer parents ot that time; tor he studied not only Hebrew, 

but also Italian, ari thmet1o, singing, dancing, and music. But 

soon he sa71, •the eta.rs in their courses began to war against 
~ 19 

us 'with a strong hand and outstretched arm.•• H1s tather 

was imprisoned because ot a plot schemed against him bf Cardinal 

-a-

Al.vise d' Este who accused him of not pa7ing 1500 scudT, which 

:ne owed him . This let't Isaac penniless and his tam1l7 had t.o 
\ )11 .. ~ (_, ! r. ';_ 

sutter. Leon then had to do something, and in the SW1U1er or \ ~ 

1589, in order not to be entirel7 idle, he began to instruct. aev-) , D 
eral children. He pursued t.his occupation, which wa1 thoroughlJ ' 

2Q I 

distasteful to him, until Jul7 1612. 

Beginning with the 7ea.r 1588, as 1oon as he was aeYent.een I rt/ 
7eara old, hia mother urged him to choose a wife from her t'am-

117. •rn spite of t.hia" , he relates, •1 made a plea tor a dream, ?~ .. 
without ;:;~n which I could aee the woman who waa dea- ( , -}~~ 

18. 
19. 
20. 

Bl.au, L. 
j'l -if jl l 

Blau, L. 

-- BR. 20 p. 20 - 21 
" n --p.16 

·-· p. 60 -- also il 7 / /1 > 

T \'11 

.. n p. 20 - 21 
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tined t.o be my wite. I dreamed t.hat. an old man took hold or 1171 

hand, led me t.o a wall, upon whioh were certain drawings. He 

drew- a side the .c~t&in. and ·1 aaw lilather, the daughte~ ot my 

aunt,~even ,..; how-....she was clreased . But aa I waa still gazing, 1--'Vi/ 
v ..._,,,. -

the pioture disappeared and a new image appeared in ita place, 

or which I could not get a glimpse quickly enough. 

ing I told the dream to my 
21 

In the aorn-

ones 

who disbelieved it." He became engaged to Esther, the daughter 

ot his mother'• sister and the wedding was to t ake place in 1590. 

Esther was a beautiful and intelligent girl and very clever. 

When the day set tor the wedding approached, Leon traveled with 

his tamily t owards tnioe, since they, at the time, lived in the 'I / 
outskirts. The bride was un~ccountably 111; she telt death ap- V 
proaching, and so called to Leon whom she embraced and kissed. 

She said to him: "I know that this is immodest. God mows that 

' never , during the period of our betrothal, did we even touch 

each other with our t1ngers; but now, however, this eternal sep­

aration gives me the privilege, since I will n ot have the fortune 

ot becoming your wife . It. 1a decrflled thus above; May God do H1a 
22 

will." On that day ( the 21st or N1stan ) she died. 

Arter the death or Sather his relat ves urged him to aarr1 

Rachel , the sister or Esther. He wrote to h1s rather Isaac 

asking h1m tor advice. His tather answered in a broad and liber­

al spirit, and lett it to h11 own Judgment. He said: •1 1'111 be 

21. 
22. 

jl / /iJl 

11 -,. I jl > 
• • n 
.• n 

p. 21 
p. 22 
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taken awa1 trom you today or tomorrow; 1ou, however, will reaa1n 

with 1our t'am1l1, whJ.ch you will get fl.th her. Therefore, you 
23 

must chooae according to your own discretion.• In order to 

m.1 tigate the anguish or the family he married l<achel in the aum­

mer l5th or !ammuz} or 1590· An interesting thing is that he 

changed her name trom Rachel to JJiana, because his mother• a name v 
,, fJ ,.vrJ. 

was Bachel. v On the Sabbath , in the Italian Synagogue .:> ,, :i :a) 

1 J -.. • ~ ,, 10 , ,~ Leon Modena received the title or ., ..:J n , at · the 
24 

suggestion or the assembled Rabbis or the citJ. Kuch trouble 

/JO.. f ·ll 

and angui ah soon came to Leon. There was a great deal or sick­

ness in the family , and . considerable anguish, because or the plot 

against Isaac by the Cardinal. On the 9th or September 1591, 

Leon 1 s wife gave birth to a son. The superstitions or the age 

held ·Isaac in firm grasp and he warned Leon not to name the boy 

Mordecai, because his son who was given the same name had died. 

Leon did not hearken to his father's request and named his firat 

born '.:>, 7n after hia illustrious grandfather. The child grew 

up to be a promising youth, but died at the age or 26. 

24 . 
25. 

25 
On the 6th or Vecember 1592 bis rather died. Leon loved 
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-
his father dearl1 and 1s death was a great blow to him. li1a 

father asked that in Ferrara. Leon, however, could 

not take hlm there, be ause or the bad roads. !saac was, there-
26 

tore, buried in Mantua. lh1le his rather lived, Leon had had 

many discussions with him about t.be soul and its disposition in 

the world to come . ln this, Leon again ahows hia belief 1n 

dreams. •A month after his death, he appeared to me•, says Leon, 

• 1n a dream, and said to me: ·aow l know what the soul is; only 

after death does this become clear·, to which ! answered . •well 

then, tell me how it goe1 .w1th your soul in the other world?• 

•1 eat and drink very well there', he answered. •How is th1a 

possible, ! said, since our sages say, tha~». there 1s no eating 

and drinking 1n the other worldT• 'aow, you tool1ah child, who 

thinks himself w1ae · , he replied, •1ook at the end or the sen­

tence: The righteous sit and partake or the glory ot the 
27 

tilechina, as it is said: they behold God and eat and drink.' 

Such dream-visions, to which be attached authority, appear 

often in his rem.1n1acencea. 11th respect to his uncle Abt&lion, 

who was very renowned, and who died in 1611, he declared tha\ he 

had incanted the prophet lll.1Jah and that he.had actually appeared 

26. 

27. 

On h1g tombstone Leon placed as follows: 
~..)~ ::J., \J )"1'1 r,,~ -- 1"'' 

/11//I' 

• 

/?IX .YjlW J I 1'">11 W"bl..U - --j'\J'.:::i l ;>'1/if' .. n , , . 1'1)·. X,J'lf)':) W>). rn~, 

, , n p. 24 - 25 
J 

• 



28 
to him. 

~ 
Leon tells alao thllt nok.ong atter the death ot hi• 

-12· 

mother, ant ahortl1 betore the birth ot hls daughter, Bhe appear­

ed to him 1n a dream and aaid that aoon he will be with her; tte 

asked, perturbed: whenT And ahe replied: Toward the last da71 

ot the approaching raaaover. Solomon Storno interpreted the 

dream as meaning that a daughter would be born to h111, wh1oh he 

should name after h1s mother. A daughter was born to him, but 

.. 

he could not call her Rachel, since his wlte'a name was Raahel, J y_t_ j t • 
but he called her Diana, which name his mother had assumed at f; 
the time ot her marriage . lell known 1a the v1a1on wh1oh appear­

ed to hlm in which he waa told that he would live t our years and 

seven months longer . The next morning he put the vision into 

verse' ? / /(J .. 
.J\ .::i \,g ,l • ~ ·~ 1" )/"' i1 

'5p >S ~ ·1 1Y.:> 

i1 )I .:J "" 1 1 .v C:>' n 'J ' I 

:1 ~ ...::s '.) ~ )I. .)..,, ). )I. 

' ..:I ~ IU tl ~ :J 29 

0 ;:J • -1' '\-,; s " 
\l~..3'>X c •Jw 11;:1 

I.I 

)J ~w .:lX IX >lbJl 

Tb.1s prediction tortunally did not come true, and he lived on 

tor twenty-seven years. Later he never once reterred to his 

dream. '?his, however, did not shake his ta1 th in dream-vi aiona. 

the verse, "Dearer than wisdom and honor is a little toolish­

neaa•, can truly be applied to Leon . Not onl1 dld he have 

great tai th in dream-visions, but he had a still tirmer ta1 t.h 

28. Geiger -- p . 8 
29. L1bow1tz p . 13 

---~~--· 



in aatroloe11. We tind that at the beginning of h1a aut.o•biogpa--
phy he g1Yes utterance to this taith in aatrologr, when he uttera: 

..J\..:>":>,lll°l'1 Ollt.> X, '1 ;i ':> .:l ' ..::> X\1111 CJ f>il ln~ ' J)"!)!S 

~ -=:i ' \0 _:i ,.\ )( ., )( ~ ..:J ~ 
•r saw trom that day that it ia decreed by the hosts or heaven 

30 
that I ahould never see good". •The stars ot the heaven•, he 

wrote, "are placed there by God r or the govern&bce or t.he world 

below; to guide it aa a aeoond cause. I have always been con· 

v1nced that no one can tree himsel t from their influence. In 

truth, they are not irresistibly compelling, but only the strong­

est det.e.rm1nat1 on can invalidate their decrees.• Leon had his 
' 

horoscope cast tour different times, •and until now•, he sa7a, 
- 31 

•their dark torebodings have always been correct, unfortunately . " 

This belier in astrology carried grave consequences tor Leon. 

Though he was deceived many times and predictions made to him 

did not come true, yet he held tenaciousl7 to his belier in it. 

' Be was t.heretore, unable to throw ott t.he 7oke ot gambling, whi ch 

held him in firm grasp. He asserted that he could not tight the 

decree or the atara, under which yoke, he had been born. And 

so no matter how many t i mes he determined not to gamble any more, ' 

he always became again a victim or this evil. 

His married lite was not a happy one. His wite, Rachel, 

bore him three sons and two daughters; Kordec&1 in 1591 (died 

Oct. 1617); Isaac, Oct . 1593 (dlaappeare4_) Zebulun, at t.he end 

ot Niaan, 1601 (killed on tne 14th or Niaan 1622); Diana and 

Esther. 

30. 
31 . 

. , n 
I 

Geiger, A. ·- p. 9 
p. 20 



One interesting tact here, 1s the reasons he gives tor call­

ing his youngest eon Zebulun. He had wondered why that name was 

not used more often. Was not Zebu.lun one or the twelve tribea 

ot Israel? His name, too, then must be established in the 

~~?~) ~~?. Another reason which he gives, is that this son 

was born in Venloe, the city by the sea, and 1t is said or Zebu-

lun that \'.::>VJ 1 0 'l:» \In 1:7 ( 1>I.:i1 • A.lso because he was 

born under the rult1rab.1p or Duke iLu.1no Er1mon1, called among 
32 

J
' "'J~ \0 (Mare--a sea). His oldest son Mordecai 

inherited some o the genius or the father, who placed his hope 

the Gentiles 

in him. Consequently in 1612, he took the place or his father 

as ohild.ren•s tutor . The letter or his rather to him shows him 

still in his childish innocence; and his brother Isaac, whose 

occupation by day was that or tailor, and by night, study, is 
33 

shown as a refractory youth, the later vagabond. 

His aon Mordecai soon became interested in aloheJJlY. Leon 

himself had been attracted by alchemy. To be sure, in his youth­

ful writings he exclaimed against the occupation or the alchem­

ists, saying that they misueed their da7a; that while blowing 

up the coals, they therenth blew out their own souls, spent 

their money tor 1t and gained nothing; they purposed to make 

goid out ot ~opper, but they declined rrom possession or gold to 

that or silver, and from thia to that ot copper, and at last be-
34 

held --------- merely shame! No mo~e mild is the phrase used 

;l1 f fl ' ,,n 28 32. I P• 
33. Blau, L. -- BR 84 -- p. 82 
34. Geiger, A. ·- p. 9 - 10 
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in hia autobiogra~, aa he looks back upon the marq uaeleas 

. expend.1 tures he had u~ in alchellio research in 1603, using 

the term ~ .::i i\ • 

" Geiger aa1s ot Leon s •ae had, w1 th an iron ap1r1 t, ~ken 

so marq ap.pporta and t.bro:tm them awa7, aupporta tor the fatigued 

teet ot the traveler \,\pon lite'• journe7; hia anal.7Uoal reason 

sought an outlet, but he looked with diamaf upon the akept1c1u 
\ ot hie conteaporar1ea, and to this point his innermoat oonrtc-

t1ons would....:never allow him to reach. He had to look to1' other 
I,. 

props. which he could expose to the tull new ot aearching rea-

son, and in the absence ot a thorough nature-knowledge, aa waa 

true ot the) per1od, aatrologr and alohellJ appealed t o hia, . 
which have alwa7s enticed r~stleas, disquieted aoula •1th their 

35 
witchery ot secret craft.• 

- I 

It was in 1615 that Mordecai bega1n to b\la7 h1a eelt 1n the ' 

study ot alche111 1f1 th the priest Joseph Grillo. Mordecai aoon / 
beoaae proficient in the art. Be set up a laboratorJ in a 

( 

• 

houae in the Bhett o VecChio and began experiaenting. Leon re-' 
~ 

count.a how he AW h a aon turn nine parts ot lead and one part 

ot silver into silver; and alao tells ho~ he e~~ ~1000 /t 
ducat a in a 7ear carr71ng on t.beae experiaenta. lilol"deoa1, . . 

Cl wit 
however , .con becaae YerJ 111 ... becauae of the araen.1.c and aal~ / 

ror two 7eara he autter ?-which he conatantl7 ha4 to breathe • 
. 

troa hi a illneaa. 

In the meantime, 1-n the 7ear 1616 , Babb1 Solomon llma7a 

Storno, whom we !1-v.e, mentioned ~bo'Ye, 41ecl. . ~eaohei ·tlie...,, -

35. Geiger, 1. ---- p. 9 · · 10 
36. 11 , ril >. .." --- P· 34 
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tuner&l aeraon in the &J!l&8ogue. He relate• that he appealed 

to the people that they prortde \, J tor h1 a daughter who waa 

lett unmarried. Pive hundred ducats were ra1aed. Por this he 
37 

wa1 praised both bJ Jews and gent.ilea. 

One or the aadclest pictures painted by Leon Jfodena 18 when 

he ~elates the tacts leading to the death or Mordecai. In 1617 

he became much worse and very we&k because or lose ot blood. 

:rn the month ot m\ui ~' 8&J8 Leon, "his illness became aggra­

vated, and he had eleven doctors in consultation about it. And 

he hiaaelt deeired that the priest Joseph Ch-illo apply hls rem-
38 

ediea, because he had seen many people cured by him." On 

9th ot Besvan 1618 Mordecai died. "And there ia no day that 

passes which does not seem like a month • •.. • ..... It is now 

three years since his death and wherever I turn he is before me~~ 
Leon thought that his Zebulun would be his comfort and 

strength in this great bereavement. Unfortunately , he was great­

ly disappointed, because this youngest son or his, did not walk 

in the right path, and instead of a comfort he was a disappoint-

aent and a source ot constant griet and worry to his parenta. J ~ ~ 
Const.antl7 did he grieve his parents because or his evil ways. /v vi, 
Be even spoiled the wedding teast ot his sister Bather, becaus w;, •Jj 

40 ] I I 

ot a scrape in wh.1.ch he had a hand. P1.nall:J, Zebulun was killed /t< , (/ 
bf men mo wa7laid him, because ot a hatred which they had against ')"1',)f 

him. Leon Modena writes ot his broken heart and that of his wire, 

31. 
38. 

~: 

Ibid 
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who caused the hearts ot all to melt at. their griet and. wret.ch-
41 

edneas. Zebulun was buried at the aide ot his brother llordec&1. 

Two sons had Leon buried, one, twent7-aix years old and the other 

twent7-one. The t.roublea ot this man aurel7 were great~ 

Ria son I saac too, d1d not give him t.hat. joy and consolation 

•hi ch he needed. He became a vagabond and wandered through the 

Levante and other countries ot the east. In his autobiography 

he relates how Isaac in 1620 returned to Venice practicall7 naked 

and without an7 money. Be had been wandering about tor t.en 7eara. 

Leon was torced to pay titty ducats to the captain ot the ship 

1n order to secure his release. He hoped that it he would take 

h1m back to his house then perhaps Isaac would help him and walk 

in t.he right path. His t rust was misplaced , however, and Isaac 

returned to h1 s evil companions and eVi.l wa7s. •until", aa7a 

Leon, •I urged him in Iyar 1621 to return to the Levante, and I 
42 

also gave h1a twent7 ducats to send him on his wa7. • Thus 

does Leon lament: •For I had three sons . all troa twenty years 

and upward. One died, one was killed, and one is 1n exile. And 

two daughters have I. One 1s a widow , and one 1s unhappily mar­

ried . I have been satiated wi th bitterness, poverty, and ever1 

trouble trom the d&1 or my birth until now. Surely, I cannot aee 
43 

consolation in this world . 11 

Leon~ because or his great sorrow and unhappiness, tried to 

get away trom the world and ita realities . jnd the thi ng which 

appealed to him and Which seemed to satiety that longing was card-

41. il "1 I l1 > ,. n p. 4() - 41 
42. Ibid p. 38 J us' n b '"l nil 
43. L1.bow1tz - - pp. 11. 12 -- (taken from the ,1'"7• 11 
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.. 



' 

needed tor 

. 
~ IJJ ~(1· 3.; ) -

bled and lost huge &Ulla or aone7, which he ba417 

support or his faaily. Be was, howeyer, a truth-

ful man and ever denied his ahort-com.1.ngs and h1a mistakes . Be 

constantly belllOaned the tact that the a >o w ,, ' ~ •o..J ensnared, 

causing m to go back to the gaming tabl e, when he had f'ully 
I 

deterll1~ never to return to 

R. Jo7ph tardo conceived the 

Torah. !hi a was to be in the 

it again. Be relates how in 1601 0 
idea of' writing a commentary on the l 
rorm or a compilation or all the 

commentaries that had already been written. lib.en he began he 

had twenty-seven compositions before him and rrom these he gath­

ered the simplest; those which he thought would serve the needs 

or the layman . •And in truth, if' I had f in1 shed 1 t, it would have 

been a f'ine work.~ 44 
He completed only .J\ / <o c 1 ° n J !:l 1 F > "' " 

1 
...::i JI 

'yo o I because he did not atop gambling, and Joseph fardo, P 
! 

seeing that he made no progres s, took the commission out or his 

hands . He says that from Ab 16}4 to Adar 1635 he was able to 

gather more money than he ever had. However, between Ab and El-

lul he lost 200 ducats and in BeJvan, ltislev, and Blvat 1635, 1 l"11 
44a -he lost about 40o more. This would add to his sorrow and 

grief, and h1 a life was a conatt.nt struggle and worry. 

44. 
44a. 

l17/;p 
'1 ? 1;1 • 

p . 29 
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Acti v1 ties ot Leon Modena 

B. 

In order to support his tamilJ he undertook all sorta ot 

work. Be counts twenty-six· occupations, all ot wh1oh brought 

him aoae income. He served chiefly as corrector and proot read­

er, since he was greatly interested in everything connected with 

literature and printing. All the work which he did, he loved, 

except that or instructing the youth. This he hated all h1 s 

lite, as we have already pointed out above. In the year 1595 
45 

he writes to .lzarja P'ano as follows: .. It is known to your 

excellency, how much l would like to print your work; tor all 

the days of my lite I have taken pains to print many books with­

out end. No one carries t his wish ao much at heart, as I. I 

hope &lao to pr nt my own works for I have begun many and aa 

soon as I come t o rest, I will end them". Be took care or every-

thing, printing and proof reading, the entire plant and cenaor-

ahip. 1,. 
~ 

One or the r1rat accomplishments or Leon 1n this tield 

was the printing or the ~bbaliatic Siddur or Jlenachem .lzarja 

P'ano. The coat and sale 'ot this aiddur waa taken care or by Pano 
46 

himself who was a rich man. . He waa greatl1 interested in the 

new printing or the Talmud which waa planned at this time, and 

concerning which. he wrote a aeasage to the congregations. le 

do not know exactly what part he had in the publication ot the 

p . 63 

• 



•Toratb BabQc11th• ot Ibn Adret. Thia book waa printed in Venice 
' . 
in 1608 by Jlordecai Saul and Samuel Luria at the expense ot 
. 47 

Joseph Ibn Seruk. le have two recommendations whloh he wrote. 

'Die first one he talks about 7 / 'J X7 .../\ , .:J il .J\? l..A ?9 o t; and 

the second one he writes at the request or Rabbi Mordecai Saul, 
48 

the publisher or J\' :i 1"1 J\ I 'J-. ' o to all the collllllUD.1 ties or I tal7. 

le find that Leon had a hand in a great number or works , 

wh1 oh were published in hl s day . He edited many works , wrote 

many prefaces and. many dedications. Be was a very practical man, 

and he wrote and edited only works which would have a large sale 
49 

and from which he could derive a great deal or revenue. He would 

dedicate his books to very rich and prominent persons, both Jews 

and non-Jews. The dedication meant ror the author, not only dis­

tinction or having the name or a prominent personage decorate the 

portal• or h1s work, but 1t meant also tinano1al benefits, since 

the man thus honored, usually became the patron . Leon was really 

rewarded by Church orr101a11 to whom he dedicated his books, as 

well as by prom.1nent Jews. Be dedicated the book • 11 
·? ~ > !>• 

to Krmolao ~baro, Archbishop or Tiro and Patriarch or Aqu1leja. 

He followed in this in the footS'T.eps ot great predecessors. Ja­

cob llantino dedicated 1n 1521 to Leo X one or his works; later 1n 

46 . Blau, L. 

47. ~lau, L. 
48. IQ1d 
49. Ibid 
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-- pp. 95 to 99. 
(This includes tour letters which Jlodena wrote to 
: l'ano concerning the cost, paper, and other de• 
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50 
to the Prince or Mantua, and 1n 1532 to p.se Adr. Grite. 

IR his autobiographJ Leon gives us a list or h1s works 

which are nuaeroua and varied. Be prefaces them by saying: •For 

great consolation; that 111 name will not be wiped 

out from Israel and from the world during all the d&J~ (that the 
51 

world exists) in spite or death, and in spite or these bad times•. 

1
1) 

Let us return t'or a while t o the external events or his lire. ""V~'l,, 

have already mentioned the ml srortunea which betel him because ' 1/'-ef 
ot' hia aona and his eons-in-law. !t' his married lite were happier )\t/1-t 

he probably would have had some consolation . Unt'ort unat el7 , bow- f+ttti~t 
bis w1t'e became very melancholy, and at last fell into com- ; .... f b 
insanity. Time after time does he l ament his unhappy state. 

autobiographJ he relates bow hi s son Isaac, after be had re­

turned from the east, married . Soon, however, be a.gain fell into 

bis .fld ways. For eighteen months be did not come near hie father 

Leon did not come to him because be was ashamed or hi s actions 

ways. •11a1 God be praised though Be bas not shown me the 

happiness of children. or the three (sons) that I bad , only sor-

row and sighing (did I have) . Were } t not for the students that 

I had, and brought up to be a > b ..) n ,.., , t:. .SJ) and teachers 1n Is-
52 

rael, that the1 are called 11.1 sons, they wil l be my consolation.• 

Blau, L. --- p. 66 

i1 7 I il ' > ' n , p • 42 
('l'he entire list or bis works will appear at 
the end.) 
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-
Alt.ho~, in his autob1DgraJlh7 we find that Leon speaks ot 

hi• wife •1th a certain tenderness and ayapath7, 7et we know that 

h1s married 11te was an unhappy one . 'l'he outpourings against t.he 

tea1n1ne aex found 1n many ot his works are the diateapera ot a 

craaped soul. •His pertinent remarks to Talmudic selections are 

perhaps not put quite 1n the wrong place, tor trom some author­

ities or the Talmud like statements are perhaps also pressed trom 
53 54 

cramped breasts.• In one or his letters which 1• a atate-

aent againat bigamy , he says : •All women who do not bow down be­

fore men ·- and there are very few or them who are obedient 

are a millstone around the neck or the man, and especiall7, if 

there are several or them and moat particularly in these times, 

when the dailf bread is so hard to procure•. As was said above, 

there was, however, a strain or tenderness in the places where 

he mentions his Wife . In a letter to his oldest son Mordecai in 

1' 07 55 ~ he mentions tenderl7, his wife who, be says, is depress-

ed over the sickness or Sather his sister. Also in a letter to 
56 

Abraham Cammeo he mentions her W1 th a great deal or sympathe-

tic understanding. 

53 .. Blau, L. -- p. 76 
54 Blau, L. •Ii 71 p. 69 
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Bia conat.ant. poyert.7, which waa the result. 1argel.J ot hia 

1nab111t7 t,o Withstand the teaptat.1ons or the gaaing tabl:e , tora-. ' . . . 
ed ~· ch1et_ reason tor hi a e ernal coapl&1D1ng and hi a . peraan-

ent ill huaor. Thia he 111JDOrtal1zed i .n the words :th• deaolate:j 

which he alwa1a put before hia signature. Leon Modena waa a busy 
( . 

man, conatantl7 writing and planning booka. ll&DJ ot h1a books 

had a good sale and he der1Yed much aoney troa them. ~ 7et he 

lacked a secure ex1at.ence. We t1nd that 1n 1604 he had\ much trou-
57 

ble because ot his card playing. Bia class ot pupils also 

41'1n4led and he was left without means to support his taa1.ly. Re ' 

therefore accepted the position ot tutor to the aona and grandsons 

or a rich l'errara t e• bJ t.11• naae or Joaepb z..i.Jn. He left Ven- PL/ 
1nce alone ~ at the end ot a month. he aent. tor his nte and 

ea 
The7 all caae except Zebulun, who reaa.1.ned 1n Venice. children. 

Be tells us that he waa w~al.J welcomed bf .the co-unity, and 1soon 

&lao becaae the preacher or the co-unlt7. He preached 1n the 

BJDago~ each Sabbath, and &lao organised a i1 :>~ n ot young aen~~ 
whoa he taught. Be co11plaina or too much work! ln ap1te or the 

honor which he· red'e1 ved and the aone7 he ma4e, he was not ~•PP1, 

because he constantly longed to go back to Venlc·e , the 01.J.7 he 

loYed. In 1605 his brother-in-1"• Jloaea 81acha died. lie •aa a 

young man, onl7 33 7eara ot age, and Leon round an excuee t.o leave 

i7 ...,, il , 
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Perrara and go ~ck to Venice, so that he could oare tor the tam-
• I 

117 which Jloaea ts1acha left. le t'1nd h111 teaching again in VeDice; 
I 

then he went to 1~renze aa preacher and teacher. In 1609 we tind 

h111 in Pl.orenoe aa teacher and preacher, but there he stayed onl7 

one year. '!here la to be found no single writing dated from Pl.or-
59 

enoe. In 1610 he returned to Venice where he remained and 

worked till the end or his lite. Bia chief' occupation wae the 

position ot teaoher,but he also preached and otten succeeded 1n 

literary undertaking. So, he earned 500 ducats t"rom the edition 

or the Elble which came out in tour volumes in 1617 and 1619. Be 

was at the same time a rabbi , but from this he drew no t"ixed wage ; 

~. or his former puplla, Gerson Belgr&do, gave him at one time 

tour pic~d tongues and at another time three more. ln hla letter 

to Gerson he touchingly remarks that other students had forgotten 
60 

him. 

During' these years we know that means or subsistence were 

not wanting to Leon. in fact there were t1mea when his income 

• 



But, unt'ortunatel7, he was unable to curb hi a passion 

and lust tor card-playing. Otten would he lose large aW1a or aon­

•1 which he could hardly spare t'or such a purpose. !n 1628 the 

elders or the Jewish congregation became alaraed at the prevalence 

or gambling among the Jews or the oit1. They issued a p-, n tor 

aix 1eara on card playing. Leon t'ougbt against this in a state-
61 

aent which is contained in the r n ~ ) , n ~ \ sub o,n) Be 

d1d this at the request ot' quite a nwaber or the Congregation. 

.iverything points to the t'act that the condition among the Jews 

in those days was similar to what it la today in Amer-
62 

'?he rage t'or play was widespread among them. Blau says: 

•From his arguments it follows that there was playing t'or large 

and, indeed, also with ~b.ri st1ans. .tie regards the playing 

profession. '!'hose who pronounced the ban, indeed, placed 

the same reasons -- they wanted to avert the ruin or 

t't.a111es and at the same time t o preserve the ability or the Con-

pay taxes. Surely, thought Modena, on that last 

one should perm.1 t at least 'tihe playing or Jews w1 th each 

since the money sta7s with the congregation.• 
" We alao know from Uudemann an, israel Abrahams that card-

playing and gaabling was very general and deep rooted among the 
63 64 

Jews or Italy. Blau says, that the supposition ot Abrahams, 

the Vene~ian ban was directed against Modena, is, however, 

rejected ... 

J... Blau. p. 78 
ibidem 
Jewish Lite in the Middle Ages. J..ondon 1896 

1. Abrah&Jla - - p . 392 
olau, L. p. 79 
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the city or Venice was notorious tor 1ts card pla71n.g, al­

though it was quite prevalent in !taly. ~lau brings tacts to 

prove that card playing waa perhaps rounded 1n Venice, and that 

first playing eard factories were eatabli'Shed there, and that in 

1506 a play exh1bi t1on was released. Lotto also originated in 
65 

Venice. This passion for card playing was not only w1despread 

among the nobility and the upper classes, but it was also gener­

al among the working classes. '?he casinos and the private sa­

lons did a rushing business, being the rendezvous or these work-

ers. 

l:Uau quotes Jlolmenti concerning the characteristics of the 

Venetian people of the 18th century. This fits, he says, the 
66 

17th century also, in which Leon lived . •lhile the people 

gave themselves over t o boisterous merrymaking, the nobles and 

citizens passed their nights 1n card playing, and in the various 

kinda or playing they lost the •zec{.hines' gathered by their 

rathera. 1'he play houses, the uasinos, the care a were the fa­

vorite gathering places of the men and women. The poorer ones 

contended with the wealthier ones and after they had lost their 

last ducat they played away their watches, their rings, etc. -­

all t.he1r jewels which they had with them... ~ t should not be 

surprising therefore, that Leon should have become a slave to .. 
card playing. ~specially when we remember that his yoQ,t.h was 

spent in the company or his two step-brothers, who were passion-

b5. Bl.au~ L. -- p. 79 
b6. ~bidem: trom Jlolma.nti, La vie privee a Ven1ce. 

lVen1ce 1882) -- p. 347 ft. 



at.e gamblers. The m111eQI in which he lived as & 11outh was con­

ducive to bring about a paaa1on and lust tor gambling which waa 

hard to eradicate. ur course, 1t la hard to understand how a 1outh, 
67 

who would write a book against gambling, could have succumbed. 

out he d1d; this ahoul'd not be condoned, but we must understand 

the matter, for Leon was merely a child or h1s age, and hit suecflil~­

ed, aa d1d many others, to a generallJ spread custom, which 1n ad­

dition, waa awakened in him 1n h1s childhood through the evil ex-
68 

amplea ot his brothers. le cannot, sa1a olau, accept the state-

ment or .1.1.bowitz that .a.eon was a martyr to h1s people, and lost 

great sums to the nobles 10 order to or1ng about in them a better 

op1n1on or hls coreligionlats. tte merely did what most people in 

hla enV1ronment accepted aa the natural thing. 

A very interesting thlng which is brougnt to our attention 
b9 

1n this connection 1a or a controversy w·h1ch raged 1n by olau 
1 

in Amsterdam during the lite ot Leon Modena. It 11ee11a that one 

year, on i? "J I.}) .J"1 n r.>"' the young people or the c1 tJ put on wo-

67. Leon wrote j)..., 7.:> ., 'q when only 13 years old . This book 
wa8 often pubi~shed 1n Jll&llT cities. l~on men­
tions that 1 t was publ.1 shed 1n Ven1 ce a.nd in Praaue. 

68 . filau, L. -- p. 80 - 81 The statement or L1.bow1tz 18 
round 1n h1 a book -- . ,, 1 ·......, t'l!)k> i1 • ') ~ i1111> • > .:i :> 

New York, 1901 -- Second ed1t1on -- p . 15 rt 
o • r.>.)1 5> ~ x>.:ii\ ~\fl!:f11 · ~ t~».::>w ;;i lt!l..Jn 

') 9 0 '>)I J .:J J\ ..::> J ~ S 'f... 'J \LJ 1 J\' .:J 
1
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69. Blau, L. pp. 81, 82 



men's clothing. Tb.ere was an outcr1 against this, and a con• 

trovers1 raged as to whether or not the young men 1apl1cated, 

did the right thing. Leon Modena, with others or his colleagues , 

condoned the act, and tor this a certain anonymous person v1lli­

t1ed him in a pamphlet in wh1oh he said that Leon knew well bow 
70 

to play cards, but not how to write. Leon regarded Isaac Uziel 

the chief l<abbi or Aasterdam as the writ er or this pamphlet, and 

he answered bia w1 th a great deal or humor. "I, I am the least 

and poorest among all, for whose opinion there should be no re­

gard, for I have a greater understanding tor playing than for 

writing. I wish it might have been so, but unfortunately, 1t was 

the reverse, for in playing I lost i n the r1rt1ea, while with the 

pen I earned in the hundreds . . . •. ..•.. . ...• . I have, indeed, sin-

70 . Isaao Uziel was Rabbi in Amsterdam from 1610 to 1622. 
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ned JJUoh, 1•t rq oal7 sin 1• that I went throug)l the Bible, and 

aaong tp• 365 pro~b1t1ona. dW. not · r1n4 the prohibition •do not . ,. . 71 
pla1'; on the other hand, l tind others----------•. · 

Gaa'.bl,era uauallJ are oredulous. ~Playing 1• indeed the di- ) 

reot deao~cl&nt or oaat1ng lots, through which, aooord.1.ng to the 
. ( . 
ano1ent Yiew, the de1t1ea macle man1teat their •111 to the people!• 

It haa alreacly been p0inted out ,bow Leon, 1n spite of his great 

acholarah1p .and atr~th or Jlind. waa yet taken .1n and. ~ alead 

'bJ the var1ou.a auperl!t1t1ona ot hi• age. Yet thia was in aooo~ 
-

·with the general rte• ot the times, and 1t shows Leon to be aere-

ly a child of h1a age. We have seen how f1r11 his faith waa in 

a.atroloQ, 1n dred-v1a1ona. and in alchemy. 

Leon Modena continued hia auto-biographJ until the end ot 
' . ' 
., 

his lite, ao full or. stress and griet. Be died on the 27th ot ·· 

.Adar (March) 1648. 

' -

. . 

. . 
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Atti tude to Chr1at1anity and Christiana. 

u. 

lhat attitude did Leon Modena have toward Christiana and 

Ohr1st1an1ty? lie must have been well known among ~'hr1at1ans 

who admired him tor his scholarship and his ability as a preach­

er . !n his autobiography he mentions that on many occasions 

Christians came to hear him preach and praised him highly tor 
1 

his eloquence . We know too that he was very friendly with non-
2 

Jews, especially monks . ' Leona predecessors in ltaly were in 

-30-

the habi t of writing elegies on the death of famous Christian 

men and women , and he followed 1n their tootatepa. Judah Mus­

cato, who wrote a commentary to thel(uzar1 called "Kol Judah•, 

note an elegy on the death or the Princess Margareta or Savoy 

who died in 1574. She was also mourned by Azarja de Rossi 1n 

h1a "Ji(eor linaj1m. • And so we t'1nd Leon writing an elegy in 1590 
3 

on the deceased pope. 

The Catholic olergy ot that time loved the Hebrew language 

and studied it intensely. Leon being on tr1endly terms with 

them had many disputes with them and on some ocoas1ona even acted 

as their teacher. From his earliest youth he had dispu\ed with 

Christ ian d1 vines and had naturally acquired great sk.111 there­

in. •eonoeriling the monks whom you have named, who told 7ou that. 

1. i1 1 •il ' .. n, -- p. 25, 39, and 47. etc. 
2. Blau, L. -- p. 69 
3. In a letter which he wrote to Solomon St'orno in 1590 

h-. ni.ent1ons thia. 

I 

• 



• 
..31 .. 

he had d1 aputed w1 th me, I do not remember him. But it 1 a po a-
s 

si ble, tor they are more than lo cu~ a, those w1 th Jrhom I had oon-

ver se . It would be good it" you would practice youraelt">in order 

to know what you should answer the asaailanta, tor the name or 
4 

God becomes hallowed throlJ8b that." 4?he desire of the olerS1 

tor disputes caused the rise or a rich anti-semitic literature 

in the Italy ot the 17th century. Leon wrote a eulog1at1o poem 

for the work or l'ra Pietro Bel-Ocohlo. Thia work dealt with ab-

solution by oont"eaaion . 

There were at this time two very prominent Christian Bebra-

1 sts who were very t"riend.ly with Leon. 'l'be elder was •11aroo / 

Marini Bresoiano Ccfnon1co Regolare della Congregaz1on1 -d.1 S. ~ 
Salvadore." This man wrote a Hebrew grammar in 1580 and a Hebrew 

Lexicon in 1593. Pope Gregory XIII made him the censor ot rab-

' binic works, and he was the man who expurgated the Basel edition 

61578 to 1581) or the Talmud. He died suddenly 1n Brescia in 

1594. Bia chief work ia a Hebrew-Latin dictionary called n.J Jl .:J.f\ 

Arca Noe. 'l'his 1s a tremendous work or 1658 pagea, which took 
c .,, 

him many years to write. Blau saya: "The large work must have 

already been tar advanced in 1581, tor the dedication to Prince 

Giaoomo Bonoompagno is dated 1n Rome in that year. As it 1eema, .. 
the author, during the printing or the Talmud in Basel, where he , 

4. Blau, L. lfR. 200 

l
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as alre&dJ mentioned, published a Hebrew grammar in 1580, he al­

so worked on the diotion&rJ. '!'hat the pr1nt1ng waa not ooapleted 

until twelve 1eara later is surelJ due to the n•eeaaarilf high 

oost ot printing, tor the defraying of which, the author needed 

patrons.• One or his teachers was Saauel .lrchevolti, who was &1-
' 

so Leon's teacher . It was in this manner that Leon must ha.Te made 

tb.e acquaintance or th1 s man. • Thi a large Thesaurus made a great 

impression on Leon and excited great wonderment 1n Jewish oiroles. 

For we are aaton1 shed to see that 1 t was oi ted as author! ty in a 
6 

Rabbinic Judgment. Joshua Benven1ste, Judge in Constantinople, 

used the word J\,~ as feminine in a dooument and he was attacked. 

He was forced t o make a public statement in which he defended hie 

act. ije said that more than twenty 7ears ago he had round in a 

very excellent d1ct1on&rJ written by a Qirist ian scholar, the tact 

th.at the word JV.:l ia used twice as feminine 1n the Bible. Be 11 

unable to procure the book at present but Will look into it ai 

b.is first opportunity and will then refute his opponenta. It la 

questionable, aa7a Blau, whether he reall7 knew whose work be was 

01 ting as authori tr. r-: .)
1
,. vn"\. 

\ . 
The second prominent Be'braiat that we should consider is 

Jean de Plantartt de la Pause,known also under the naae or Planta-
7 

v1t1us, who was Leon's pupil. He made his acquaintance in nor-

ence in 1609 Where the1 oonTeraed about the Hebrew language. 

5. Blau, L. p. 7l 
6. Ibid p. 72 
7. Ste1naobne1der tiaagreee nth Blau, and sa7e that PlantaV1.t1ua 

t 
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Plantav1t1us was born 1n 1578, became B19hop ot Lodeve 1n 1625, 

resigned in 1648, and died in 1651. :C..on and this. a.an were very 

t"r1endly and Planta~1t at one time sent two divines to greet Leon 

and inquire concerning his weltare. Hie oh1et work was hie The­

saurus ot synonyms in the Hebrew langauge. His work oonaista ot 

three· volume a, the tirst of which is oa.lled ( S>). n .v ~ J ; the 

second "P'lorileg1um Bibl1cum", Lodovae 1645; and the third., n.or1• 
' [n"-11 um Rabb1n1ou, Lodovae 1645. Leon was greatly imKreaoed rt th 

this work and he greeted him with a eulogistic poem. 

In the last volwae of his work, the author ot the thesaurus 

ye : "Judah Leon da Kodena , a great authority among the living 

Italian Rabbis, was my teaoher in Babb1n1o literature 1n 11orence 

1n 1609, and later through two year a 1n Venice. Partioul.arl7 him 

do I thank tor my 'Florileg1um Rabb1n1cum'". It can easily be 

seen, theref ore, that th1a man was a great adairer ot Leon, who 

marvelled at his mastery of Hebrew, which be could uae with auoh 

marvelous beauty and tine technique. His abil1t7 to write poetry 

which was a combination or two languages and could be read at the 

same time, he 'CQJ,ll.4 considered marvelous, and he cites one auoh 
9 

poem ot Leon. 

It was the univeraal ouatom or the time tor rioh patron1 

to bestow rich g1tt1 upon those who dedicated their works to them. 

waa not a disciple of Kodena. z. t. H.B. IX, 188 
(1905) •· 2.. R. _ _i. _311 - 375 (~J.OJ. Thia reter­
enoe I rttuncr in the noteaO?~""D.r: ijeutach on Kod.ena. 

8. blau, L. -- BR. 179 
9. Blau, L. p. 75 

p. 165 



Leon tells us 1n his autobiography that he was onoe rewardecl bJ 

a Christian. Leon had to do this beoauae writing meant tor hia, 

not only L means of expressing his ideaa and thought a, but 1 t was 

also his ohiet meana ot gaining a livelihood. 

Ot course, we know that Leon loved and depended on Jewa and 

Judaism. Be had many disputes with the Christiana, and expressed 

himself' as opposed to their lllind-bettudling interpretations. But 

the Ohr1 st1an1 t7 W1 th which he came into contact was Catholic, and 

it had not permitted itself to be influenced by the ap1r1t or the 

16th century. So Leon had no new ground to work on -- he could 

onl1 follow in the footsteps ot his predecessors. And besides, he 

had to be careful, and could not express himself openly and t'ree­

ly. And so 1t was not until the last year or his lite, that he 

could make up his mind to write such a work which he entitled 

... :nn1 \).):) • Thia book he meant as a protection tor Judaism, 

and a weapon against Qu-1 st1ani ty. Be never t1n1 shed th1 s "Work - -

perhaps because he did not care to. 

It is evident that trom the titles of the t1ve parts ot the 

book nothing new ls brought to light. The questions raised had 

already been amply treated by earlier apologetea. 

In certain places he speaks briefly about the origin and 
. 10 

development of Chr1et1an1ty: •1 have often tried to discover 

(he saya) Just what were the events concerning Jesus; wha~ was 

the intention ot his aota and speeches; and especially what his 

purpose waa in calling himself the eon of God. On the str~ 

10. Geiger, A. --- p. 51 · 

, 



ot Jewish and Christian aources I have come to a conclusion ot 

which I am as aura as it' I had lived at that time and had been 

his best friend. Among the Jews at that time were T&rioua sects, 

which united in their belief' 1n the tosa1o law, but d1t't'ered in If 
the interpretation thereof. Jesus believed with the Pharisee 

group . But his quarrel with them arose when he declared that 

certain or their interpretations were unauthentic new ones. 'lb.en 

the Pharisees saw that a young man of the people was d1tter.1ng 

wi th them on some po1nta, they teared that he would become the 

leader or a new sect. and so they vigoroualy arose against him. 

Bu: be also won followers, who agreed with him. To proclaim him­

self as divine waa tar trom his aim. He was not a tool, and he 

realized fully his human qualities. It never occured to him 

that posterity would in any way deity him . No; h1a aim waa to 

glve himself prestige, that he might be a significant figure in 

his opposition to the Pharisaic interpretations. That 1s why he 

called himself the oon ot God. He had to seem higher than the 

prophets and other holy men, it he was to be a victor. --------

.l.t was only later that there developed the entire Christian dogma, 

which was tar removed from Jesus and his purpose.• 

Here, then, we find in hidden phrases the same words that, 

a century later, were plainly and openly announced. •it 1~ 1n-
ll 

deed a pity•, says Geiger, •that Leasing who lived a century 

later and arrived at the same view, knew nothing of Leon --- that, 

when he resurrected other fragments, he did not pull out Jlodena 

11. Geiger, A. --- p. 52 
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from the darkness.• .tmt Leon wrote ~abb1n1cal writings, -- and 

what do most or those, who busy themselves with rabbinic writings, 

know of the world? 

Al.though Leon was tam111ar with the writings of the liberal, 

philosophical, mediaeval Rabbis and was thoroughly conwersant 

with their thoughts and ideas, yet they made little impression up­

on him. lie seems to have derived little or no inspiration trom 

their works. But a deep ancl ·last1ng impression was made upon him 

by one Abner or Burgoa, who, 1n the 14th century, became a Chris- ~/ 
tie.n and assumed the name ot .Ufonao von ~olid . Leon had 1n V 
bi s possession the oh1et work or this man , and he added at the 

12. 
beginning a short preface for the reader . ..In 1611 I saw this 

book, torn, in the hands or Joel Arron, •ho offered to sell it. 

At first glance l saw that 1ta contents were rel1gio-polem1c, and 

l 1mme.fiately decided to buy it at any price . As i read in it, 

l discovered that the author was that Abner, later called Alfonso, 

whom Jachia[has designated as a scholar or Nachmanldes , and whom *~ --he has characterized -as a man of great genius and high position . 

lndeed, only suoh a man could speak tr ~ real lnsisnt. I have my 

whole life had much converse and disputation with Christian schol-
f?..{_ 

a.rs, and l am certain that I h&Te left unread no polemic/ work by 

,the Chr1at1ana aga1'nst the .Jews, or vice versa. But among all 

these I have found , no one who so well, and •1th such tine insight, 

understands the use or the words ot the Bible and the meanings or 

the Rabbis tor his own purpose, as this aut.hor; one can see that 



he is a philoaoJlhic thinker and a thorough TalawUat. Until now . . \'-
(he wrot6 t.h1a 1n 1634) I have lKen unable to write a refutation 

or th1a book -- and ror that reason l have considered burn1ng) 1t 

before my death, lest 1t tall into the hands or one unskilled in 

' th1 s matter, and he be m1 sled by 1 t . J:tut l changed my m1.nd, ror 

J. thought: perhaps God will grant me a longer 11te in which to 

refute 1t, or perhaps another scholar will do this.• \ He never 
. . . . 13. 

wrote a refutation of this book, because, 1a7s Gelger, th<:>' 

its Christian contents ma1 not have pleased him, cert&1nl7 the 

ant1-talmud1c part seems to have satisfied him. He possessed the 

book th1rt7-seve'il years and surelT if he had wanted to he could 

have refuted· 111 .• As a matter of ract, 1n 1643, when he f1nall7 

undertook to wr1 te a defense or Judaism against Cbr1at1an1 t7, be; 

om1 tted all mention or t.hla book, probabl7 because 1 t cont&ined . ~ 

portions with Which be agreed. 81.111.larlj; he p:robe.blJ said 

' I 

he wanted to burn it onl7 aa an apolpQ to later readers, for h:&v- · 

ing had 1 t. in hi• possesaioll' at all. .... ---
13. Geiger, A. ·- p. 25 
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Atti tude to the ~bbala. 

III 

To attain the region or the higher spiritual life, in or­

der to control, at will, the other world, was the &11bition or 

-'8-

the Cabbalists, and that to attain this wonder through the or-
-- I dinary meaning or words could and must be accomplished seemed, -......_----- -

accordingly, natural. The means or attaining this height was 

not only through the exaltation or the spirit and the ennoble­

ment ot the soul , but also through mundane performances . To 

achieve this end, a whole system was built up which had a firm 

grasp upon its devotees. Doubt was considered not only error, 

./ 

-
but Bif and unbelief. Thia spurning or~owledge and rational 

thought, gave freest tether to the silliest notions and the 

most stupid thoughts. The i1 ~..::J ril J)f).;:) n came to be regarded 

as the highest torm ot truth and knowledge, aa the moat ancient 

secret revelation. 

Leon llodena was one or the tew men or his time who had the 

courage to break away from. Cabb&la, and to reject. it as wortb­

f esa. or course, ala writings with reference to this matter, 

were not given out for publication bf himself. lt is onl1 with­

in the last 100 years that th•J have been published. aut Leon 

did not deny h1a views on the Cabb&l.a, even during his lifetime. 

Hi s Views were broad.casted, and at one time o~eated q\U,te & 
l 

s tir . 

l. Geiger, .l. p. 11 

, 



His beliefs and views with r ererence a were ex-

pressed 1n two books; the r1rst called ..., ,..., I ;;J and t e second , ') )( 

oill > · In 1635 a young son of one or h1s pupils, avid Finzi 

of F.gypt, died. lie wrote to Leon ror some expression concerning 

Leon, therefore, wrote ..,,.., l~ which deala with the re- Ctl/L-
2 -

the soul . 

cept1on or the wandering soul ( $. 'A > ..t } • tte says: "lhen ~,,A_ • 

~fl" • ( , • fl .\l'L. ~ ' if*, ------- ~~ 
another one asked me about th1 s point, J. ~an ambiguous answer, 

as though .1. as;reed with the majority or the scholars; thus the 

world follows 1r rat1onally after custom; and whoever turns from 

the beaten path, whoever has seized the root or the matter, has 

the 111 f ortune or being regarded either as a tool or an unbel iev­

er. ~ut you, my belo~•d pupil, are like a son and l therefore 

need not deceive you." He then goes on to show that there 1s no 

basis in Judaism ror such a belief . l t haa also been repudi ated 

in the past by famous scholars and Kabb1a . He also states that 

the attempt to prove connection between Cabb&la and ancient writ­

ings ls utterly without toundat 1on; and that there ls nQt the 

least proof or support that this bel1 r has theolog1c-ph1losophic 

grounds. 

The most important work on this subject 1a the c i1 u '7~ 

which he wrote 1n .1639 when aixty-e1ght yeara old. tte did this 

tor Joseph Chamiz, a pupil or his, who was an ardent devot ee ot ------the Cabbala and w1 th whom he had various controversies. Here 

are the arguments which Leon gives against Cabb&la which, he aaya, 
3 

i s based on the • 11ssenaohart der Oeberl1eterungM. Be aa7a that 

2 . Geiger, A. -- p . 12 
3. !bid 

, 
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the •Knowledge or Tradition• i • 1apo B8i ble and par&dox1 cal. This, ----he says, 18 neither knowledge nor tradition, because knowledge 

rests upon i t s own grounds, 1ta selr-discovered trutha. On the 

other band, tradition rests upon the acquiescence or authorities 

and i8 independent or the validity or its content. Therefore, the 

"Knowledge of Tradition• cannot be bound together, tor they are 
~ 

paradoxical and autuallJ exclusive. .And Cabbala la not knowledge 

because all its postulates are arbitrary, mere playtoya 1n the 

hands or its believers who use it to arrive at the moat outland­

ish and anomalous results. And then, too, it ia not tradition~ 

Non'-°r the antiquity knew or its existence; 1n fact when it r1rat 

began to manifest itselr it was condemned bitterly by the moat 

sagacious scholara. 

Then, too, a tradition must have at least the unanimous ap-

proval or 1 ts tar1ea. fhereas, we know, that the leaders ot 

Cabbala have constantly quarreled and have accused each other ot 

ignorance and raacal1ty. l'he intelligent person, he saya , will 

not accept the statement or Cabbal1ats, that a certain predestln- · 

ation or the soul ls necessary before one can re ob the heights 

ot Cabbala. 

Leon also shows a erl tical aeue here, when he tells us that 

they are Uara, who aay \hai Abraham wrote the ;.z1ra, Bechun1ah if., 
ben ha-Kana the Hahlr, and Slaon ben Jochai the Zohar. Theae wr1 t­

ings becauae or their content and conclusion, point unmistakably 

to their recency. They all forged writing• never having been 

known in an ti qui ty • 

CJill.J >'"' The words or Leon, as g1 ven bJ Geiger trom the " 

, 



4 
express bett er than anything, his re&l attitude. •The objection 

ts raised that its tl-u1ta are autt'ieient evidences or its soundness; 

its adherents are believers, pious in appearance and deed, 1n much 

higher degree than the votaries or philosophy and even more than 

the Talmudists. So then let these good results bear witness to the 

sacredness or the source rrom which they sprung! it ia a well known 

fac t, replies Leon, that the most ardent believers in &11 religions 
5 

are the most ignorant; the common people , women. to whom everything 

appears the same; the essential and the unessential; they raiae dif- L 

ficul ties for themselves. which are entirely unknown to the scholars. · 

They are afraid or hell-tire and long after a taste or rarad1se, as 

they have heard i t spoken ot, and this gives them courage ror their 

renunciations. urten have ! envied those Jews who can attain eter-

nal lite so easily, while ror the truth-seeker there are ao many 

perplexing doubts. The latter achieves truth through earnest re­

rlection, but what great courage he must need to side-step so many 

errors that are extant . The others, however, are entitled ·~liev­

ers", who despise reason, condemn logic as being rool1ah, are very 

considerate or the duties toward ltod, and tast conatant1y; tor the 

banal phrase a or the Zohar ; .. loe to the sinners• ; .. Abundant 1 a t.lle 

portion or the pious, .. are readil1 understood by them •.• And t.o the 

heights or this belief, that tool s and women have attained, do the 

believers in Cabbala reach; however, ! can tind no merits in this 

system. On the other hand ! have observed other rrui ta or th11 be-

4. Ue1ger, A. -- p. 13 - 14 
5. Thia 1a another example ot his contempt tor women 1n general, 

and their mentality in particular . 

, 



lief which must be pointed out a.a aiolmess. The major! ty of the 

devotees or the Cabbala, namely, are possessed by an unbearable 

pri~e . .lllaturally! They believe1 themselves nigh to t:iod; believe 

that they are versed in ttis m.yst~r1es, by the combination ot the 

cost marvelous names. tie, howev·er, who possesses the cardinal 

virtue ot humility and reticence, thereby puts himself tar from 

piety . lb.en one reads the works. or the Cabbal1st1c .ll&ster-m1nda 

of Gabbai, or Sb.em Tob. ot Cordovero, one discovers on every page 

thls most unbearable haughtiness., as they consider themselves 

above the truly wise of · J.srael. ! w111 but mention what they tell 

or J. saac Luria, who had said tha.t he could not, 1n eighty years, 

convey what hls aoul had learned when it had spent the noon hours 

ln the heavenly r egions, where angels and arch-angels led him 

wheresoever he would go; detestable conceit, which MOaes h imself 

would not dare:~ .tt·a.r be 1 t from me to r epea' what J. have heard 

on all hands~ '!'hat is, that t he Cabt>al1sts had selected the .111.sh- /i~ 
J r~ 

naist Simon ben Jochai as their head and rock, because he had with -----equal conceit boasted or hlmselr. tte had aa1d among other things: 

"1 can free the whole world from punlah.ment .. !~ But I will not be 

a carper; but surely these mistakes are 1n the wr1:t1ngs, and 1n 

such violent opposition to the acholars talat they cannot be con-

cealed. w 

The sad results, aa1a won, that have tollowed 1n the wake 

of the above mentioned Science a:re evident. It. h&a spread th• 

most oorporeal oonoeptiona ot Go·d, and ju11tl7 1a the accusat.ion 

made that 1 ts reverenoe tor tbe ten Setiroth in God muat 1nev1 tabl7 

, 
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lead t.o the destruction ot Bia unity ' wh1 oh is at the very tounda-

tion or Jud&1am. It is for that. reason, or course, that many 

Chr1st1ana,like Prince Pico de 111.randola and Reuchl~n, were great­

ly interested 1n the Cabbala, because they found 1n lta mystic in­

ferences a a11l1lar1ty to <brist.1an1ty. 

There 1• no doubt that there were many men who preceded Leon 

1n the denunoiati,on or Cabbala . But none was as outspoken as 

Leon Modena, who {did not even hesitate to criticize the Talmud 
6 

on this score. Yet he t.reated the Talmud, says Geiger, with the 

highest regard. I Prankly did he examine every rational belief, and 

er ben /Jeohiel made the following remark, he was arraigned 
--r ------~ 

by Leon. •Glad I am that I know nothing or profane knowledge; 

and I thank God tor saving me rrom it; tor ph1loaoph1o speculation 

leads people t'rom the tear ot God and His teachings.• A .,lghter 

for rationa1
.1. truth was Leon Modena and a man unatr&1d and cour-

ageous in h1 s belie ta. We shall see t.h1 s in our final chapier, 

where we shall d1aouss his att1 tude to the Talmud and traditional 

Jud&ism. 

6. Geiger, A. -- p. 15 
7. Ibidem 



Attitude to Ta1mwl and 'l'racUt1on. 

IV • 

We oome now to the most important part or Leon's act1v1t7, 

and the one which made him on the one hand a subject or derision 

and on the other hand, one or adoration and praise. The early 

leaders of' Retorm made Leon Modena their standard bearer, f'or 

they round in his writings, especially in the S...::>o SI~ , agree-
1 

ment with their own views and beliets. Even Graetz calls Leon 

the first reformer. Dr. Deutsch seems to disagree with this 

statement when he says: "Isaac Samuel Reggio is not entirely tree 

rrom the suspicion that he has written the severe attacks on Rab-
2 

binical Judaism which are commonly attributed to Leon Modena." 
3 He points out in another place that the two volumes, although 

published by Geiger and Reggio, are forgeries: "It would require 

a book to prove this statement. However, 1t may sut'f'ice that the 

language is modern; that the ideas are those of' the Braunachwe1g 

Conference; that the books an.ti their existence were unknown until 

published.• 

However, i t aeema, that Dr. Deutsch is wrong. In the read-

!.ng or his i1..,li1' >~n, his letters, the 

IT • 'J ~ it can be seen that there is a great sim1lar1 ty in style 

a.nd even 1n thought. !here are can be no doubt that Leon JIOdena 

1. 
2. 
3. 

Graetz - Vol. V p. 73 
Deutsch, G. ·~eory ot Oral Traditions" 
li:pocha or Jewish Hiatory - p. 2.\ 

. , 

p. 39 
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did bring these works int o their present t'orm. We shall see later 

whether his attacks on the Talmud and Jewish tradition were orig­

inal with him and whether his refutation 1n the il •1x J\A.I.." is a 

sincere one. 

Before we discuss the definite works in which Leon discusses 

his attitude to the Talmud and tradition, let us first see what 

atti tude he displayed in some ot his earlier works. One work in 

particular, upon which he labor ed greatly and which g1 ves us an 

ins1 gh t in to hi a thought is h1 s "i1 I t ,-, • .J\ > ...:i which appeared in 

1634, and whioh was the result or ten years or labor. ~e 111 111 • J\ '..:J 

is an appendix to a work ot Jacob <lhab1b in which all 

the Haggadic passages are collated •1th h1s own commentary. Be 

also wrote a table or contents tor "En Jacob" nine years earlier. 

These two works he wrote primarily tor his preaching and as Gei-
4 

ger s41s: "was vitally motivated by his passion tor hom1let1o 

and adumbrative meaninga in surprising places, which he, as a 

preacher, utilized with great agility. " But as we look through 

these works we find another motive predominant. He seems to col­

lect the passages, which had been omitt ed by ~abib, with a pecul­

iar prejudice. He seems to select passages which are themselves 

ridiculous, or in which the Talmudists do not appear in a tavor-

' able light. There seems to be an ulterior motive 1n his presen- ' 

tation or these Balaohaa, whieh throw so untaV&rable a light upon 
5 

the Talmud and the Babbie. Be sa7s: "Should it aeem to JOU t..hat 

4. Geiger, 4. 
5. Geiger, 4 . 

p. 17 
p. 18 



ll18ll1 ot these paasa.gea do no~ tit in here, and ·tuthermore, de not 
. r-

at all belong 1n the t1el4 ot BalaCha -------- 70~ will, there~ore, 

learn a lession and 7ou will draw some benetit from it." 
- J 

A tew ot his thrusts against 'l'almwllo law will suttice t.o il;. 

lua~rate Wat in these earlier works he alrea.47 shot his arrows 

and prepar~d the way tor his later works. l'or instance, ~hea he · 

speaks ot t.b.e necessity of devotion dur1.ng pr&Jerl- while comaenting 
6 

on the statement in Berachot 29b which says that prayers should 

not be too lon8 in general' and ahort paragraph• autt'icing at t1.mea,, . 
7 . . 

he says: •Wb.oever t1n4s himaelt on a dangerous road 1• allowed 
-

to say a ahor1t prayer; thus it is that. today, when all ot .larael., 

1s living in constant danger, surely a abort prayer . (and prudei'lt.17 
. . . " 

he adds thereto: after the order or pr&Jera or the great SJUOdl 

will surr1ce, and nof, so much prattle· and Ya1n poetry." ' £nd again . - -
referring to a atatement in mi.&both lb, 1n which the difterenoes 

/ 
between the Babylonians and P&lest1n1:an• are dlacuased, he re ':' · 

8 
marks: •1rom this we can see that. all -the Rabbinical ordi~oe~ 

- p 

with respect ~to cuatou, occupational procedure, aorala, are con-

ditioned by time and place! We tind more ~t thia i'lt the Gemara. 

Thi.a observation· would be very vsluable, i:t the scb.o~ara or th~ 

time would grant it its proper attention!• llaiq othel" obaenaUona 

are made by him whi.ch are 1DdJ:reot attack• aga1nat the TalaucU.q 
... , •. 

sy a ~em. He .. c1 tea paaaage a aho•U.S that the Semefo1 tans are more 
I ' 

obaerrtng than the Jewa. Be attaou the Whole Y&lue or Rabbinic 

6. 
1. 
a. 

Berachot 29b 
Geiger, A. -- p. 19 
Ibicl. 

--
, 
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ordinances, and says that, the passages 1n acr1p\ur11a: •xou shall 

not disregard the words, which they shall tell thett•, and, •Ask 
' -

your father and he shall tell thee," reter merely t;o the uproot-
9 

1ng or doubt and not to the malting or new statutes.. He aa7a: 

•The d1 vine doctrine is complete, but in -order t.o ul&.1nta1n 1 ta 

completeness, nothing must be added, nor muat anytht.1.ng be sub­

traoted; therefore, no prophet should add anything new to 1t. And 

how mucb. more does th1a appl7 t.o an ordinar1 peraoiu not to alter 

this di vine work according to h1 s whim." 

Passages ot a dif'f'erent character are also oi tied by him. 

These passages are collated merely with the idea ai:Ld purpose ot 

showing the 1rrational1 ty and the tooli shneas ot se>me ot the say­

ings of the Rabbis. Passages like the one round itl Rosh ha-:t>.ana 
10 

23b where 1 t says that the sun never shows 1 tself~ on the dark 

side or the moon, because she mlgllt become melanohc1ly; never on 

the dark aide ot a rainbow, so that the sun-worshippers migllt not 

say that the sun throws arrows rrom 1 tselt. In the• same way, out 

or sympathy w1th the avowed plai ot tb• esowM .pl u~ the work, 
11 

he makes use ot the passage cited by Cb.abib oonce1rning a town 

whioh could not be punished tor its laok ot ta1th, because there 

was in it one i1 ~ 1 J b • He also quotes the passae~e where 1 t tells 

ot Judah Hanaa1 sending a i1 l ".,to a Persian pr1nc1e in exobange 

tor a precious Jewel. He tells the prince that it 1• quiie price­

less, tor it will guard the entire household. Kodema oloaea w1 th 

9. 
10 . 
ll. 

·-
Geiger, A. --- p . 20 
Rosh ha-Shana 23b 

y1,n~o 11" 

I 
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12 
these words: "See , what preservation power lies in the "s 11 "b ! 

I t can rescue a town Which tull7 deserves to be destroyed, becauae 

of l t s 1dol worship, and the plaoe is forgiven because or it." Be 
-

gives many other examples and his remarks, concerning them are 

i roni cal and bitter. He did not 1n the least agree with the Rab­

bis who said that. a philosophical outlook was necessary and the 

ch1et thing. • For him, a heal thy human understanding was the 

mo s t important, and the Dlinutial ,or ceremon1&11sm part.ioularl7 
13 I£. 

lrr i tat ed him.• 
. 

We do not know exactly when this View became part or him. 

H1s autob1ographJ, i1'71 iP .. n is silent on this point. It deal.a.. 

only w1th his personal lite; h1a surter1nga and torments and is 

very s1lent as to h1 a mental development along th1 a line. Ot 

course, the spirit or the age in which he lived had a great deal 

' to do w1 th h1 s attitude t oward trad1 t1onal knowledge. It was 

t his same spirit which nW!tured men like Joseph del Medigo, Uriel 

D' Acosta, and Baruch Spinoza. 'l'here was no lack ot opponents t o 

the Talmud , as we learn trom 4boab'a •Nomologia• written 1n 1625. 
- - 14 

The main purpose or his wri t ing the book, he says: '"ia to re-

fut e the opinion or certain or his tellow countrymen, who laid 

down and stubbornly defended the proposition that one should place 

no credence i n the explanations reoeived trom the wise men ot 

I sr ael , but that the holy aor1pturea are readily understandable 

by everyone, and should be literally obeyed . • 

12. 
13. 
14. 

Geiger , A. 
Geiger, A. 
Geiger, A. . 

p. 21 
p. 22 
P• 2, 

, 
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The three wri t.1..nga or Leon whlch we ahall discuss here are: 

-;7J!SI (Ab, ,t"?J< .J\).J\IJJ \ S.:>o S•~ 

The work i1 •)A NA"' 1a a retut.at1on ot the t1rst. •Sbield and 

Thorax• 1a the t1rst we shall discuss. Thia work consists ot two 
-

parts, or which the f'1rst contains the objections to tradition, 

and the second the retutations. In this work llodell& posits eleven 
15 

theses which Geiger has translated tor us with reasons: 

1. '?he laying ot t • fillin i .a not a Biblical 1DJunct1on, but a 

purely human one. The passages quoted to substaptiate the Y&i1d-

1ty or the cu2tom cannot be rightly construed to mean anything 

or the kind. Certainly, ir they had that connotation, they would 

not om1 t all the important details. Through this interpretation 

arise also dlfrerences among the Jews themselves, since the ltar­

altes do not obe1 this law ------------ To make an addition to 

the teachings or God, and then to say that God has commanded 1t, 

especially since the non-Jews mock 1t, is not adm.1aa1ble. 

2. The additions at the c1rcumc1a1on, as well as the uncover­

ing of the member and the suc" ng out ot the blook are not com­

manded by th•· B1 bllcal text, and are, therefore, not practiced 

by the Mohammedans and Karaitea; furthermore, they invoke a reel­

ing of sha.11le. And to preserve a chair tor the prophet Xl.1Jah at 

this celebration, is something which can arouse only acorn. 

3. . !he add1 t1onal da71 or the rest1 val a are a contravention to 

the Bible. They are an unnecessary change; they d1 sturb the pre­

meditated holy number seven, and they cause untruths to be men­

tioned 1n the pra7ers. 

15. Geiger, A. -- pp. 25, 26 

, 
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4. The prescription tor the Biblical death by tire is not 

through the a.gency or melted lead (poured clown the throat or the 

accused), as the Talmud prescribes. .. 

5. The poaaeaaor ot a known vicious ox deaervea the death pen-

alty las the Bible has 1t). 

b. The command •an eye t or an eye11 is to bef.aken literally. 

7. T'ne assumption ot an oral teaching to supplement the written 

destroys the latter . '.l'here ls not the slightest justification 

t or such distortion. fo make the ~almud equal to the Bible ia 

abominable. 

8. Certain sentiments and judgments are found among the Jews, 

which are not seemly t o Israeli t es, because they are foolish and 

against ' custom and decency . 

9. Vows, the contents ot which are against neither the Bible 

or good custom, are non-releasable, and the m.1sch1et which ac­

companies absolution from them must be hindered. 

10 . The many restrictive writings are detrimental. Tney add t o 

the duties or man, and detract from hia sense or duty. 

11. The prayers contain improper portions --e.g. certain le­

gends. 

Now it ia a mooted question as to whether or not these 

eleven theses were Leon's own. In the ,, J ~ J l..l ~ he begina by 

saying that these questions were those or an erring rool, who 

l ived in Bamburg and who sent these "'questions· to \fenic • Cer-

tain men or the S.tardic Congregation asked him to answer these 
16 

questions ... 

16. On the r1rst page or il J ~ I ,.~ )) preceding the elev911 
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Now Geiger things that the man rrom Hamburg 1a merely a 

r1ctit1oua person. 
17 

says he, 

·There can not remain any doubt tor a moment", 
- '-.J 

"that the questions not leas than the answers, come 

from Leon h1maelr, and that his actual purpose was to raise the 

questions ...• . . . ... •.... .. •...•... Evidently, t'ormu.J.ation was 

given to these questions only by the one who 1ntenaed that they 

should be followed up by rerutat1ona , and the formulator of the 

theses, who th~n later, Decomes the questioner, 11 indeed one 

and the same peraon 1f1.th the refuter. l.ny is this Hamburg here­

tic1 s name mentioned as little as the names of the tsep.nardic no-

01es wno asked that the questions De answeredr 'l'he witty and 

eloquent author rorce s .n1s reader, oy sneer persuasion, not to 

oe1ieve in the existence or the man rrom Ba.mourg and to hold Leon 
18 

n1mse1t as the heretic. " \.telger goes on to say: .. It is indeed 

peculiar that this set or questions, whlch origlnatea in Hamburg, 

11quest 1ona·· ne .nae the ro11ow1ng: 

\'J>y :l 0 ..J (') • ..J\Q \'J I il ,u Ill Id .. ><. )'> s··~ n ..., ).I .:i llJ~I ~) )';) 
.. 

s~ 
,, 

" ) il I b 'U 5•o.;, v>~ 
\l~ f'l{,"1 \ \ .) ') 1.::i ~ ~..:i I 

\h 0 >..,:l ~l >j¥:)\'.) 1\1 -v~' 

\ 
,.:l:::>.~ Oll ')VJX..::> "">~r 

- :il-:>/W.J '..f\l.:l \ \Uil l~ 

And. t.hen wnen ne 1 a re&<ly to oegl.n hi a rerutation he 
aaya: 

Q 1? I f ,=> )(. i1 S X 

J\PIX"> ~ >~S 1x.::1 

">.J\f1Scuw ..J\IJ. l~ .Jlil Jil 1S-x 

1WX l'./\IS)t.UI '> ..:> ) ;ll ':>.:>IJ ;t 

s ..::> -1\.Y ...., ~ JI ..}\ , ~ v ,1 ~ 

IJeiger A. - - p. 27 
I 



- -52-

1( .vt ~ 
ere sent to !Y'enlce; therev'"aroused. t.he ~fard.1m --~ annered 

and sent back to ttambU!"g - -- that these queat1ona were not onl1 

not known at the time, ana not pr1ntea, Dut that they even were 

altogether hidden, and were not a1scovered at all until recently. 

All this assures us that Leon himself waa respona1ole for these 

theses, and. that he attr1outea them to another man, wno 11vea in 

a rar-or1 country, ana wnose name was not given; or course, ne 

cou1a not g.i.ve the name or the beta.raim wno 11vea rignt ln n1a 

city. ror hls coutemporaries. wouia quicJUy nave cuscovered the 

untruthtuluaes or h1a assertions." He goea on to say that because 

of Leon's bolling unre st he needed an outlet. i.ot daring to ex­

press h1mselt openly he chose this circuitous route or assigning 

the aut.horahlp or the questions to someone else, and outwardly 

refuting that which his inner aelt had been forced to express. 

' Dut as we look at all the tact.rand at the later evidence we 

must agree with l1lau that the man from Hamburg 1 s not a t1ct1 tioua 

person. l:jecauae in the t1rst place, it the questlona in the /Ab 
il J .'.! f wer~the chi et concern and the important thing , and the 

answers were merely auba1d1ary, would 1t not be peculiar t.hat 

three times as much apace 1• apent on the answers, which are leas 

important and aubs1d.1a.ry to the questions? li\lt there ls greater 

proof, tacts that speak tor themselves. olau has 1nclwled ln 

his collection t.he letter which was sent to the ¥arnaa1m or the 

18. Ue1ger, A. --- p. 28 

f 

' 
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19 
Hamburg Congregation• 1n which he ape&ka ot t.hia heretic. A 

man trom your congregation was misled by evil ap1rita , they say, 

to come out against the oral l aw . Whether he be & Sadducee, J:j()e­

thuaian, or a Karaite, we do not know; enough it ia, that he 1a 

entirely a heretic and ~picurean, in that he dares to speak 

against the words ot our wise ones. •we know hi s affair, ror he 

has sent here a number ot written objections and rerutationa ot 

the words or our wise men, just as they oceured t o h1m - - without 

r eason or proof, to which convincing anawer1 were given, tor truth 
20 

sprouts forth rrom the ground.• lf he aocepta these right and 

good answers, then 1t is all right; it not, he abould be plaowi 

under ban, and this ban should be pronounced in the Hamburg Syn­

agogue in the name or the Wenet1ana . 

19. Bl.au, L. HR 156 - - p . 146 

n 11 

jl .Y J 

' OIJ" >.:i 1 p1,~ ,'J "~ ..J n 

• ......, /J.l)"1> ,xC, 

t s • .ll fl ::i " \ " J IY.>) o111p "' 9X\ 

-" , .) j1 ) \ii k ~'1 IJ'J\l.::11 , J =l, 

D 11 >Jl f )' ID~ s ~ .:::> ~)(.")CJ}> J\ , .::l 

o t'.l' I 

o.:>J'l'>ll r\':) 
il 'l I.I\ I) J 

11 h 

r~ 
> ;J \~:i 

-, J J 1n ~ b 

oil , ~ >J \:~ l 
- \ _J' 

Jl I IJ) > 9 J\ il ll -:> ..:J J\ ..:> ..:J i1 .£) fl } I{) ) 41 )( IJ .Y ~ "1 )' ") ~ -, J))(\ 

L 0 . il, X ')I 7 I o , , ~ .:i "D I f1 ' ? !;, ~ It ~ UJ i1 ~..l .J 0 -, A J J\ I A t11 II t 

_/\ YlX l .J J'd J tQ )( :i J\ I .:J I -.J J"\ t .:J "1 l il Cl il • C, ll :>CU X. 



-

It is eas7 to see that the senders or this letter muai have 
21. 

been Venet1an Sfardim to the Stardim of Hamburg. Blau aa7s: 

ttThey do not say: We have 'sent the refutation to Bamburg, but. "re­

tuatationa have been aent." It stands w1thout doubt. that Leon, 

who wrote the letter, also oompoaed the rerutatlona, tor wh1oh 

reason he adda modestly: "truth a~outs forth t'rom the ground". 

We alao have the ban pronounced by the Venetians against th1a 

mocker or Rabbinio tradition on the 23rd or Ab 1618. Th1s 1• 

round in the gathering or Responsa called 0 > VJ~ )I 'J J • Blau 

shows that the wording ot this ban is similar to phrases in 1~ b 

i7 ) '.!' ( and it. seems to reter to this ooncrete case or the Ham-
22 

burg heretic. This is t.he tact or the matter as Blau puts it; 

that Leon Modena composed "&deld and Thora.x" in 1616 and also 

published it in Italian . That altho' he was a freethinking man 

and in his writings made many critical observations on 1nd11'1.dual 

utterances in the Talmud, yet we do know rrom the new evidence 

that the questions in the ;;11 1 ,~~are not his, but those or 

the man rrom Hamburg; and also that his retutation or them and 

his defence are sincerely meant. Whether 1t be strong or weak ia 

another question. He has, as he says at the beginning ot ),.) o ~'P 

read man7 writings about philosophy and religion and exchanged 
2.\ 

1deaa with many men or various degrees or knowledge. The at.-

tacks may, therefore, have come to him more fluently than the 

repulsion or them. This can easily be seen A-om the 

21. Blau, L. p. 88 
22. Ibid 

24. "Kol Sachal" - r .s . Reggio Goritiae 
1852 ·- p. 6 

I 
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and 'j1 '? .A J LA1'" wher• h1a attaoka consist ot aixt1 pagea an~ ) 

his r epulsion merely tour pages: Yet we know that the fl • J X JIAXIV 

25 
i s a sincere refutation. 

Leo was tar trom being the originator or the att.aoka on the 

Talmud. Many men who oame be tore him and who were h1 a contempor­

aries wrote works detend1ng the T&lmud or attacking it. We have 

already spoken or .l'boab earli er. We know t oo , that the opposition 

t o the oral law was very pr evalent among the Spanish Jews, the 

Sfs.:-dim , t or 1 t was a heritage or olden timea, of the days or the 
26 

K.araltes. Thia later strengthened the Ohristian polemict Not 

wi t hout reason does Leon aay that the •Kol Saohal• was written 

by a Spaniard • 

Azarja de Rossi in his "Keor ihaj1m• orit1c1sed the Talmud. 

We know that Leon studied this work very carefully and made mar­

ginal showi ng that we cannot draw t oo tar reaching conclusion from 

h is occasional utterances against i ndividual Talmudic passages, 

nor place him i n the front r anks or tho se who f ought the Talmud; 

but we must say that he meant h1s defense or t raditi on s eriously, 

even tho' he collated t e attacks and poured them into his own 

form. We can agree with Graetz that Leon Modena waa aincere at 

each moment. He was a paradox , a oontrad1otion . Al.though he waaj <,-;..y.,, 

t he author or the S..J o ~ / p he was at the same time a1ncere when J..\.1fi.: 
I 

he wrote the ,1• ) A. .Jl.A x II.) • Even though he collected data J!.8&inst ~ 

t he Talmud and the Rabbis, and hurled invectives against tradition, //ii~ 

25. Blau, L. 
26. Blau, L. 

p. 85 
p . 92 

, 
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yet his defense ot th~ Rabbis, both in th• "Sbleld and Thorax" 

and i n the i1 • ? J.. JI .A" V.J, is both aineere and true. Be was not 

a secret tighter or the Talmud, aa Geiger makes hia, but a man 

who saw the taul ts or the Talmud and brought them to light. Yet 

he was, despite his tree outlook, an adherent to the Rabbinic 

t radition, and he meant the detenee of it seriously . 

Let ua ~ow ••e just what the !:J:J o SI f contains, the method 

it uses , and then how he defends the Rabbi a in the ,1 • ? ~ JI A""'. 
The !J..:; o S1 f is treated 1n two dirtai ona; t.he tlrat treats 

ot the gener al phase , the second o f indi vidual instances. le will 

now attempt t o give an outline of the book according to its chap-
27 

t ers: 

l. The universe could not go on wi t hout a purpose; there­

fore there must be a God . In other words, he proves 

the ex.1 at ence of God through the order ex1 sting in 

the un1 verse • 

2. The world is not e t ernal, because it it wa s , God would 

not be omni potent and would depend on the world and on 

His creatures whe have tree will. He therefore, pos­

tulates the creat1o-ex-nihilo theory of the universe. 

Be goes on to say that we do not know what ex.lated be­

fore creation. In the same way we do not know what our 

soul was or what it will be . 

3. The world, he says, is homocentric. Jlan i• the pur­

pose ot the world. Only Man's movements are unfortell­

able, because of his tree will . Man is the plaything 

27 . Reggio 1 a i1 ~ .:J \> n _,, J 'n .::J , Gori tiae 1B5a, edition ls 
followed here. 

, 
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ot God. Be quotes Plato here: 

4. There ia an individual providence or man, becauae ot a 

created world by God whose pleasure iii man. Be goes on t · 

enumerate some objections and answers them. 

a. I an' t 1 t beneath the d1gn1 ty or God to see all the 

detail~s or t he world? Ibis, he says, is not so, because 

this is the very purpose or creation. 

b. Bow can God see all the details or ao many creat­

ures at once? In the same way as thirty-two pieces or 

chess can be followed by the finite mind, so the infin­

ite mind can follow these. 

c. Bow can God know the doings or man•s heart and hia 

thoughts? Since God created t hem he created them i n such 

a way, as He should be able to know. 

d. How can God know the future? Even astrologers can 

foretell and predict the future; how much the more God, 

who is the creator or the stars. li1'uthermore, the time 

element does not exist for God; therefore he does not 

have to know the future. 

5. BaV1ng posited the idea that man is created for the pleas­

ure ot Ood, it will follow that some deeds or man will 

satisfy Him and others will not. Using human analogy it 

will be seen that those deeds aat1atying Ood will be re-

warded and vice versa. lt this were not ao, it would be • 

useless for man to try and do the good. Thia would make 

man equal to animals, since power or choice is to make 

• 

__ .. 
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changes and receive r eward tor the changes . 

6 . I t there a.re despi cable and acceptable deeds in the eyes 

o f God , then He must have given a law by which man should 

live. That Law is the Torah . His proofs that the Torah 

i e d1 Vine a.re as f ollows: 

a. The Torah l s so perfect and all-inclusive that human 

mind could not have writ t en 1 t. 

b. All the civilized nations or the earth recognize 1t 

as d1v1ne. 

7. In this chapter he discusseA the problem of immortality. 

lie says that apparently we would disbelieve in immortal-
~ 

ity for we have had no clear proof that,.aoul exists, since 

no one has come back after death. Again it is for him who 

posits immortality t o prove i t , for upon him is the burden 

or proof. The Torah, too , doe s not mention it at all . l t 

mentions only terrestrial and physical r ewards, like rain, 

children, etc. Yet, says Leon Kodena, he believes in im­

mortality. tte then tells h13 reasons tor having this 

faith in immortality. 

a. Nature, he says, which never does anytM-ng tor nothing 

has iIQPlanted the desire in man to live tor ever. This 

is impossible in the body. 

b. The Soul is independent or the body for as man growa 

older the body becomes weaker and the soul lintellect) 

becomes stronger. 

c. .tia.v1ng aasumed that man 1 e so superior to the animal; 

' 
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being able to move mountain~ and rivers and understand 

planets, created tor the special pleasure or God, it 1s 

impossible that he should be entirely destroyed. And then 

man, it there is no immortality, is certainly worse otr 

than the animal, because man realized the pain, and not ~ 

teela it as does the animal. 

d. And then reward and punish.ment 1a not perrectly pos­

sible on this earth. There must, therefore, be an at-

ter lite where the rewards and punishments or man are 

made perfectly possible. He then raiaea two objections 

against the doctrine ot immortality and tries to answer 

them. lhy, says Leon, did not Jloses mention immortality 

in the Hible? Because he desired t o increase reward ror 

faith, and also, the people in the days or Kosea, were 

not yet ready to understand the tull significance of this 

concept . Then, says he, how can the soul ex1 at Yi thout 

the body and the vessels ~ tive senses )? •e believe that 

angels exist, he answers. And tilen Uod, who 

thing, would tind a way to mai.~ it exist. 

8. lhy do the righteous surrer, asks Leon Modena! The prob­

lem or 1$ y'J/ f,...,~ is answerable by immortality. Very 

properly does God not punish in this world immediately, tor 

then, element or choice would be elimi nated. God thereT 

tore, created the body and the soul to be in constant con­

flict. The vicissitudes ot the body, he says , are control­

led by the ...]) I~ JI';), and no matter what a peraon may do, 

' 
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bis physical tate is inescapable. It all depends on hia 

~ ~ I':> • The soul, however, is g1 ven full liberty, there­

fore it ia titting tor us to ohoose the good in order to 

get the reward. Moses did not find 1t necessary to spe&k 

or this, realizing that hie followers will understand the 

question very clearly. 

9. It is impossible for us to know how God metes out reward 

and pun1 ahmen t • ~ In the same way that a king met~ out re-

wards and punishments, so does God. 

10. This chapter 1s a au.mmary and conclusion. lie saya that 

having proved these various fundamental.a he 1s much bet­

ter off than he who denies them. For 1f they are talae 

and there is no 1mmortali ty, then he has lost nothing but 

a rew passing pleasures, which might have brought pain 1n 

their wake. lie usea the same argument tor the Torah. The 

unfortunate part, he says, is that a.tter Joshua, the !orah 

has not been interpreted correctly and that he will sur fer 

both ways 1r he exposes that. ~ut he must do it if he is 

a truthful man. 

--------------------
Part II 

l. The t1rst part establishes the tact that man's duty 1s to 

choose the way ot lite. Thia way is t.he i1"' fl J\ ? I J\ as testified 

by most. or the inhabitants ot the earth. Our task now, Leon aaya, • ...._ 
le to see whether the teachers ot the Uemara have understood the 

praot1cel Ji 1~ k> ot the Torah correctly or not. fhereaa, the llo-

I 
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hammedans obey the Koran implicitly wit.bout adding or sub•ract-

1ng from 1t, the Torah or Koaea despite it• strict prohibition or 

change, has yet been changed by our ttabbis , by the Karaitef, t.he 

fool.a, who understood the Torah like children. Al.ao the Chris-

t1ans who discarded all the practical laws because or their incon­

venience ; by our Habbis at times like the Karaites. ror example, 

in the matter or \? s, 0.1\ where verse tJ .JI"') r J i a taken 11 teral­

ly, "to bind them on your hand" . And at times like the Christiana ~ 

For example.J\ , !S' , .!5 of which they discarded the .J\~..:>-" and the wear­

ing of them at night. Our Rabbis have failed to realize that He 

who gave the ~11-J' had too much understanding to enter into such non­

sensical details. And if you will ask , is not our present code, 

the result ot unbroken tradition; and secondly, that the Torah it-

self permits or interpretation, ~ will answer, saya Jlodena, •that -

l shall try to prove the early death or tradition, and shall &l.ao 

discuss the second question". 

2. After the death ot the gener~tion ot J oshua, the 'forah was 

forgotten by the masses of the Jews. !heir leaders so interpreted 

it as to permit or idolatry etc . t~t need not surprise us, tor 

have not the Christiana permitted image worship? Do they not be­

lieve in the Trinity; have the7 not declared Sunday the day ot 

rest, despite the following verses: 

~ o !) 7s 
D ~ l.llj '..J/JX ;) n 

I n l... il I ,1 ' I J ' i1 I S X Jl I il > 

....J)-=tWil 01> J\X ')f.=>l 

And even the leaders themselves forgot the Torah as is aeen from 

, 
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28 
lI K.1nga, 24 . lloat oertainl7 was it torgotten during the 70 

• 
years in Jj&bylon . le must then assume that apart troa a tew 

~ ~ 
fundamentals, such aa oirowacision and aonee Sabbath laws, the --
Torah of Moses was f orgotten from the day or the death ot Joahua, 

until Ezra came and brought it to the people. l'Yerything again 

seems entirely new, as though, since the time of lloses, it had all 

vanished rrom the earth. le may truthfully say then, that the 

Torah as we have it today, we really received from l!fzra and not 

from .Moses. aow, Ezra surely did not change the law ot Moses, but 

he interpreted it anew and clearly tor the people. And surely, 

since he and bis followers had so hard a time to convince the 

people or the validity or this, to them a new law, he could hardly 

have had time to instruct them in the minute details or the oral 

law. ~zra undoubtedly was too busy bringing the Jews back to the 

Torah to think up such ordin.anoes as eating garlic on rridays, 

which is reckoned by the ttabbis as one of his ten J)IJ p.J\ . .Lt 

you are at all intelligent, you will realize that this so-called 

tradition ls not Mosaic. 

After the death or Ezra, the i1~1"7Atl .J\O..J..:> 'IUJ~ 

interpreted the Torah as they pleased tor one hundred and twenty 

yea.rs. Thia went on until Antigonoa or Socho, when the different 

sects began their tights against the different interpretations or 

past century. Th.ta, 1n truth, was the cause or the rise ot the 

l 

28. tte refers to the finding ot the ~ok or the eonvenant by 
1n > ~~ n during the rign or Josiah. Thia 18 round 1n the 

twenty-aecond chapter or the Jewish rubl1oat1on tsoclety 
ai ble, al tho • won aodena baa 1 t that 1 ~ 1 a 1n chapter 24. 

_,,,.-- 1 ' r4 

I 
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of the sects and not the statement or £ntigonoa:~ 
.J\JD )~ .•. :r>il .J\X rllll21U"bi1 O' l :Jll:l J• i)Jl $A 

.J\ ~ r ti b "' l> ,, o , , ~ j) ~ , • il x s x. 0 7 .!:> ~ :J, , ) ) 

. o-=>D .$.:ir~ ..J\Jt.l 5JJI ~~UI -l'il 

This was interpreted as a denial of reward , and it is impossible 

to say that Anti gonoa denied reward, whereas he admitted punish-
® 

men t when he said: o ...:> • S .Y D 'P tJ X ') t " ' ii ' I. Purther, it t.he 

Sadducee& denied a future world they did not deny reward and pun-

1 shment. ~t we must conclude that their ob jection was to the 

rtabbinic int erpretations after the 'time or Ezra . t~dduoeea later 

~araites; and a ver y good argument against the t<abb&n1tes ia --­

lthougll ! am not a KaraiteJ that where they say that tradition 1s 

necessary t o interpret certain vague commandment•, there the Kar-

aites agree, but where the Torah 1s explicit, e.g. 

\r.>~ .JSn ::Jor where it uses t1gurat1ve language, -- e .g.T.JJ\01-l§~ /'711 

l 'J')J 1t is there that the A.araites refuse to accept RabbinlJc 

1nterJ.>retat1on.] 

Again, 1r chain or tradition were reall1 unbroken, 1a it 

possible that a group or pe~ple would suddenly rise and r efuse 

lay T·t1lin and perform the other traditional ceremonies? out we 

must say that the H&bb18 were at fault 1n adding, subtracting, and 

changing the law, thua causing the rise or var1ou~ aecta. And 

even Chr1at1an1ty arose as a protest ag&1nat m1a1nterpretat1on. 

tror example, the waah1ng of the handa, which the .uabb1a put a 

29. Pirke Aboth I , 3 
30. Ibid 

' 
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great. 4eal ot stress on. It is noteworthy that, where t.oo auoh 

emphaaia ia laid on & matter, its permanence is questioned. Pur­

ther, the heads or the Pharisees, 8hamma1 and Hillel had a great. . 

deal ot d.1sagreement, and i ?Johain of tradition was unbroken, 
I, 

that would be impossible. 

Our conclusion then ia, that at the second exile the Jews 

had no lloaaic tradition; because f rom Joahua to the first exile 

the Torah was altogether rorgotten, and in the second period, the 

diversity ot secta made tradition impossible. That it 1a onlJ 

arter the exile that they began leading a new lite, as witneas 

the various d.1sagreementa in the Gemara. For, were there a tradi­

tion, how come the d.1sagreements? Even as late as the period or 

Rabbenu Tam there was a question as to a detail about T't1lin. 

Bad not Raahi and Tam seen T'filin formerly that they should argue 

about it? 

Our first thesis, therefore, is proved, namely, the lack of 

a Mosaic tradition. Our next task 1s to discuss the second mat­

ter, that or perm1ss1on which the Torah gives to 

t o interpret it. 

4. lben the Rabbia wanted to create a new law, and they did !1 

find even a hint in the Torah tor that, they were helped by such 

phrases as: •'lb.en a th.1ng is hidden trom you, ask the priests or 

your day." But this is a tals1t1ed interpretation, since it ia 

given to contemporary teach.era to decide only in actually douut.­

tul cases. Por example, in money matters, where the Torah could 

not enter into all the details or the trial. But where the Torah 

, 

• 

,I 

• 



is perfectly clear as to the rule, it clearl7 prohibited change•, 

a.ddi ti one, or subtractions: f I JI .( '1 
/Jbn .)}}) ..fl A ~I j> ~ .l/ ~ ' 0 

.. 
D .J .Jl 1' jl I ~ h >..) /J X J ~ X J .::i-, i1 ~..Y J !::>, o JJi )I ~ 

CJ ...:> ' ;i S X ' l1 J\ I ~ ~ ..I\ X J I I> l4J 'J IJ r.> r.> I .lf).) J\ 1. S I 

'I ~ Cl ..:> J\ x i1 ' ~ h '...!> IJ ~ ') ., x 

Even in making a --- the Rabbis have dared nullity a Toralc law 

for the sake or proteoting their own regulations; for example, 

Shorar on the Sabbath or Rosh Baahana. The carrying or a thing 1n 

o> . .:no.Jliw.., ia only a Rabbinic prohibition ; and the rear lest 

one carry t.he Shorar in the prohibited Ji 1 111 .., , the Rabbis h -;.ve 

forbidden the blonng or the Shorar on the Sabbath, which is a 

Mosaic institution. »ote further their arrogance in interpreting 
l •rllU / ('P>• 7) l 'f•_A ' 1 V)( 'J ,.:J'7,) r~ )I O J\JI~ 

the ver se: ...? " 

to mean - - ~ )JI ~ x Y.> w y. l 11 \JJ \ , P ., '::> ~ J ~ 1 ') f.) X. ' 1 ~» ::> x 
~ r..-s· x,,,~ s xl:><u 

The Torah says just the opposite, that a prophet cannot create 

any new laws, and such stories as Elijah on Kt . Carmel (where he 

violated the D. code) are explained by the Rabbis as ill \a J\l 1 I tl • 

I have heard trom a great ""\&ll 1 says Leon, that when a man meddles 

with the law ot God he onl7 spoils it. That is the reason why it 

was ori ginally prohibited to put in writing the oral decia1ona or 

the Rabbis, tor these were on17 temporary. It tollowa t.h&t the 

Babbia or the Jl1.ahna, the Amorala, the Gaon111 and those Who came 

after, had no right to do what they have done . And even though 

their intention was good, the1 have but cont'uaed,aa I aa about 

to point out. 

5 . After the deat.ruct1on or the Bation the rabbis tound 1t nee-

, 
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easary to adjust the rel1glon to the new condition of the changed 

life. But instead of lightening the yoke so that in a strange 

l and the Jews should have an easier lite and be leas hated by their 

neighbors, the Rabbia have added prohibitive regulations in order 

to destroy Israel's money and to embitter their 11ves, and make 

them hated by their environment. Por that was the only way in 

which the Rabbis could now show any superiority over the masses. 

And tor this reason, too, did they prohibit the putting down in 

writing of their laws, so that Israel should ever be dependent on 

them. 

Indeed, during the second temple the Pharisees were merely 

a sect who accepted certain extra prohibitions on themeelvea; 

and 1t was only in the course of time, under the growing suprem­

acy of the Pharisees, that the Pharisaic regulations came to be 
• 
considered as the ,-, ~ ~ 'll _::i rJ /1 ? I ..1) i, e. Sinai tic. 

And when Judah Hanasi saw the great many customs that grew 

up among the people he organized them all into the systematic 

lU.ahna, for the sake of the evident oonveneince. Bo 

this been done, then the Rab 1a realized that with a book or 
their supremacy ended. Tl:).ey therefore, decided thati 

11 J IU ')!> 11 7 I J\ -r.l j'l ..:;, ~ 11 ,J) I ? J i' ) 

.. 

30 ... 
make the Mi ahna clear grew the Ta1mud in Babylon, a ver1 table Bable 

IH~9J 3f 
because ~r the laok of clearness . And trom their attempts .to 

so that even ~em themaelvea adm.1 tted: .J 
.• , ~:::i:J -yJio S J\ il! •J..:::i•f///i7 D'l(tUnn.:J :J . 

•He placed me 1n darkness", this ia the Talmud Babl1. 

And atter these oame the Gaonim and the Tosaf1at~ lla1aon-

30. a fiii s 1 a indeed a olever pun. 



idea tried to reood.ity all the new regulations, but no sooner did 

he do thii~ ~an Maagree~enta and limit ess comm~ntariea arose; ao 

that even the least or cuatoma became 

a r esult ot the lack ot ability and intellect on the part ot ~e 
( 

Rabbis to del're into the questions ot Qod and Bia creation ( ,1 11111 ~ 

l,1 J.:> 'b /7 llJyb/ JI J(l) "';) !l 

so that they torbade such questionings and only encouraged turmoi l 

and muddledness. We find the Rabbinic literature to consist aa 

follows ~ 

1/3 impoasible and. inconsequent.ial things. 

1/3 conoer~ing ma~tera ot eating, drinking, 
and intercourse. 

1/6 -- concerning God and Ria r1ghteoua • 

• 1/ 12 - riddles ~ch lat~r generations oonaidered 
wisdom. 

l/12 - Some goG4 ethical teachinga. 

For , sa7 a Leon: ~ _, .o x 
b , _9 s }( ' \~ ..:1 I 

., 9~ "~ ) '"' o·,.:i.., 
~ • ..:i \ \P ? ..::i .., ..., n~ 

~ . 
The ,~bbal.& now, which deal• wi"JJi emanai1ona, libich 1a re~lyv. 

a beliet in plurality and oor.pordal1ty, which Jl&n1 ot our own ac-

cepted because it baaed 1 tselt upon th• Talaud .and 1 ts deduct.ions •. 

But a.1x>ut it., he says, I have spoken in a ditt~rent place . Here I 

will contine· myself to Ba.bb1n1c changes ot ~ the Torah, •hi ch are , 

neither part ot the correct. t.radl.t.ion, nor mq be !!Ubaumecl ullder 

.. l r>I• J W )\ jt'JJ.JliJ >9 C,y .JI '. VI~ 
Do not Wo~der, therefore, if you wi ll hear iae telray opinion, how 

the Torah ahould bi' kept, n~w in .J\ 1 S >. without the aooret1.o•a ot the 



.. 

R&bb1a. 

6. Leon Modena continues: I do not aa7 that no one ahould 

have written a book after Moses. We need booka expounding Mosaic .. 
laws and exhorting people to pertorm them. But I do aa1 that. 

these booka ahould not be made the equal or the Mosa1o Law. And 

the Rabb1a think that there is no harm done in that; and 1n thia 

t hey are wrong, ror: 

a. It is against the Torah. 

b. The common man in transgressing one ot the customs 

that grew up, would rear that he has violated the 

Mosaic Law. The more laws there are, the more a1n-

nera. 
·. p ., 1" \.llf TI i1 

Had the Law or Koaes been left alone and it would have 

ma1ned pure and simple, all would obey it as a means to the 

ledge ot God, eapeoially in the t;!.x1le. In the latter da7a ( in 

the daya or the Messiah ) the peoples who are looking tor a re-

J !.\ •,\.J,. liglon would accept uda1am it it did not have all these accre- · ""( 

tlons and these interpr e ationa, and we would then be one people . ~ .J 
J:i\lt the small-minded Rabbi a did not understand th1 a, and they act-~ 

ed as eneaies toward this , -- a prolonging or the exile. I am /}~, 

wr iting this book after long deliverat1on, ao that he who desires Jl.vvt 

oould follow the Law of Moses, and have a guide in the exile. I 'h,-,{ W 

omit laws depending upon Palestine, because when the Messiah will ~ 1t'• 

come he will explain all these hi mself . Ky original plan was to ~ 

diacuaa the positive and negative commandments aeparatel.J, but l j ' 

~~~I...-'(~ 
~ ;1"1_ ~ 'J\"1"\. ~ lvi;,,.r{' "'1JP' 

'';{_ ~%~~ . 
~~~~o.__ ~------"'--".,/---~~~~__... 
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became oont'uaed in them . I also discarded ~· 
~ l1~ 

plan or rollow1ng . 

the -" I UJ ? ~ or the Pentateuch and have chosen the order or Jel].1el 
. r------

1 n the o · J 1 tD di verglng onlJ. now and then to au1 t my purpo ae s. I 

do this only in the search for truth and not out or conceit and 

pride, or ~e. 

Arter Leon has finished hi s discussion or tradition and Tal­

mud, he handles indiV1dua.l. groups or pretaoes (atter the direction 

given him by Joseph ~o in the +uJ.ehan A.ruch) briefly, and in- ~ 
d1cates how those things which alone would be very use_rul and un­

derstandable have been cluttered up with much else, and tells how 

they should have been handled. We will give merely a rew to show 

his mode of argument and his reasons f or believing that alt.hough 

certain things are treated with the ri ght kind or felling,yet be­

cause or hairsplitting definitions are robbed or their strength 

and life. 

Oustom or rising, dressing . and toilet. 

It i s true that modesty is a good thing; but it isn't ap­

propriate to discuss &~length all the various excretions, etc., 

even the least or the gentile ethicists retrained from expatia-

ting upon these matters. 

Washing or hands. 

This is very fine, says Leon, but why make it such a ser­

ious matter, when Rabbis say: "Be who holds cheap the w-ahing or 

the hands is rooted out rrom the world." And why a apeoial bene­

.dfct1on, when there is not even found a hint in the Torah tor 1t, 

and why so many particularly detailed laws? 

, 
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This is a clear and true 11 r::t ~. In this they have been 

very lenient ror this is their wont to be lenient when one has 

to be meticulous, and to be meticuloua when one has to be lenient. 

It is a duty for every Jew everywhere, always in every cloak and 

every covering, since the reason ror J\ ' ::S '~ is remembering or 

the commandments and one's duty to remember them is always at 

night as well as in the day. And the Rabbis said that at night 

one is ") 1 \.9 ~. Al.so what dit"t'erence does it make how many cor­

ners a piece or clothing has, or how many fringes the.J\ ... ~ • !5 should 

contain, or how long or short they should bet Further, the 

Torah enjoins a blue fringe, so as to remind us or heaven, and 

not as the Rabbis would have us discard the blue, because we 

have !\Pt the \\1S n . Here is an instance where they dimin­

ished the law, thus proving tha t they diminished the original 

law, so aa to be able to add their own laws. They went even so 

ra.r as to say that .f\' ~'".$on the outer cloak is requiait.e only 

during prayer, ror shame or the gentil • 'lhe:rea.a, it should be 

the other way round. (cf. the Hanuka lights). Furthermore, the 

wording or the benediction is set by them to be\ lP J/ J\il ~ namely 

.as the I ahmaeli tea · clothe themael ve s. Why not say J) I o ,j .J\ 1J S or 

~ l..:J ~~ depending upon the way a piece or clothing is put on. 

But they have dealt with the laws in their own sweet way. 

PhJlaoteriea 

Phylacteries are an invention ot the Pharisees during the 

time or the second tuple . Thia is hlnted in Joaephua and the 

• 
I 
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31 
Gospels. It is not traditional! We do not tind it mentioned 

at all in the Bible, tor, it ao, why do they call them T'tilin 

and not J'\1 9 u -u aa in the oaae ot .J> .,.!$ , !::J ? Further, how do the 

Kara1 tea dare suddenly to break with a lloaaio cuatomt The lan-

guage J'\ J .9" \.o ., f >JI I i a not ind1 ca ti ve ot leather atrapa and lea-

ther boxes . Purther, the contents thereot 1a to be cllaputed, as 

will oe aeen later. ..J\, !5 > ~ 1 s alre&d.y declared to be the remind­

er . of . all the oommandmenta; what necessity ia t.nere ror another 

reminaerl we must say, therefore, that t he ~ible refers merely 

to an ethical exhortation such as: l, .:i r, n I~ > '11 CJ 1' ti P 
The !'har1aees, in greater piety, therefore , invented these phy­

lacteries which appar&l'tely were originally worn only in time or 

prayer, l thence the name \ • S • 9 .J') ) • Gradually this was ex~end-

ed f or the entire day and the people who love all this nonsense, 

gladly l ccepted the se new additions. And then, it ia that the 

Habbis forced the wearing or phylacteries 1n order that it be con­

sidered Sinai tic • So thUa we find such expr e ss1on as t ~ .J\ !> p j p 
'( S > ~ J) n J )') ><. C,.., , not to say ot the strangeneaa of God wear-

ing phylacteries. 

The ') n Ill 11 ...J\ J.:> ""l :i, aaya Leon, is not obligatory, except 

as prayer which will be discussed presently. 'l'he Rabbis have ex-

aggerated unneceaaarily the impor~ance of the 

31. Thia shows that Leon Kodena must have been famill&r w1 th 
the Bew Testaaent. 

I 



KY-en though the Torah make• no 9J)ec1t1c co-ad •• to pra7~ 

ye~ our rea110D crwwenda t.bai thi• la th.e onl.7 wa7 in td11oll aan 

c.an expreaa h1 a graU t.ud.e to God. a.L J:t1a tor h1 • Med•, aiJd 

~ about. Jil.a. the reaaon m7 the Torm cto.• not. 1Mm1.1on 9f'•J-

Ci. t.h God.. .. '11&7 agree. U:erel'on., tr1 th th.- 1At.rpr.i&t.1on• ot 

~ ~Nils aa 8c:r1.ptur&l. Yer-. -.m .. : n 1 fl C, p n!S' ,. !I ' I 
12• 1"'..:J J/~1' ~ 1 
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1ous and dlsorderl7. Also the eaphaaia Wb.ich the Babble place on 

' the tact t.hat every j1.:>., :i conclude 1r1 th 11 lil > '/. .:J , and •woe to hi• 

who changea the custom or the Habbis which they have eatab1iahed 

in aisJity waters.• !here are also more prayers than a business ------man could find time tor. And there are all sorts or unneeesae.ry 

dlacusslona concerning the place where one should pray, etc., 

The conmi•ndJllent t'or keeping the Sabbath i8 iaportant, but 

1t 1a cluttered up nt.h all sorts or useless quibbling. !he com­

m.andaent to honor parents i8 a natural one, which needs no fur­

ther explanation. !he additions are only ridiculous. Ot.her mat­

ters are ao handled t.hat they controvert propriet7 and good uaage. 

e.g., certain discussion• concerning the marriage relationships, 

etc •• 
' Certain things which no longer have any value are retained, 

~uch else la ot'tered as entirely new additional material. And 

ao, outside of' raleat1ne, there can be no more question or the 

forbidding or the fruit oft.he tree tor the firs . three or four 

years, etc.. There is no longer any justit'1cation tor auch ordi­

nances. Iet, they at.ill hold their place in the code. 

!heae are, then, Leon ~ena•a crit1ciaa• or the H&bbia. 
~--,,__---

!tilt let us go to the ,, .. ., ~ JtJ /. ti and we nll aee how he defends 

the Rabbi•. 

. , 
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1'.roa the pen of t.hia man (the writer of S~o SI p ) we know 

that he was a great scholar, but when be was born, be grew up to 

be one or the <)~1w > ' Jflllf$. J..n t.he first chapter or the second 

division be cr1t1c1zea t.he Rabbis ror taking extremes, either tor 

understanding t.he Torah as the Kara1tes wi th extreme literalness, 

or explaining it, on the other hand, by distant figures like the 

Chri stians. lhat he wants l o that the Torah be taken in a mid-

dle way, avoiding extremes; as the Mohammedans take their Koran. 

But t he truth la t.hat he tailed to draw the line between the holy 

and the laC'Ul.ar. ~r, be should have realized that Mohammed ex­

presses all hla ethical and religious l aws very explic1tely with­

out leaving room for later scholars to expatiate on them. 

Aa tor the Ohrist1ans, their Saviour gave them no new law 

or ethic ; it is only that those who came after him, seeking t o 

Justify t.he1r laxness, began to use metaphor and allegory. But 

our Torah which la full or God's names, every letter or which 

lends itself to interpretation, how would it be poss\ ble indeed, 

not t o interpret it! l will not go into the matter further to 

indicate t.he mistakes or t.he Karai tea, tor the ').:Jn or the Kuz.ari 

in chapter III, 33 baa alre&dy P;<>Ved the necessity tor tradi­

tion, e.g., new moon, the work prohibited on Sabbath , the mean-

ing or ~ .., n \)I , .,~' 

And what doea this man think lloaea did during the forty daya 

and rort7 night.a that he was on the mounta14 w1thout tood or drink? 

Waa it not that God gave him all the ainuti~ or the law there? 

How the reason why llod lett many ot t.he details tor oral lnterpre-

, 
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tation waa that he wanted to reward those who learned. But when 

this destroyer (author ot S ..::> o SI p J realized thi a, be claimed 

that the tradition laated only through Joshua and that thereafter, 

the Rabbis or each generat ion i nvented their own laws. 'l'bia he 

sets tort..h in the second or his chapters and 1 intend answering 

him in my second chapter. 

After he realized that be could not deny the ract that God 

gave an oral tradition to .llos~s, he states tha~. however, immed-

lately after the death or the generation of Joshua all was rorgo~­

ten. As proof be br i ngs the story ot I i1 • r ~ n 1fho found the" book 

" or the covenant, and Ezra where it is said that the Jews cele-

brated ~IJJO for the first t i me since they left F.gypt. But this 

is 1mpoas1ble because there was an unbroken line or prophecy un­

til years after the death of Ezra . Thus, Joshua, ~hineas, .l!.'l.i, 

' Samuel, Abiyah, Elijah, Jla.isha, Jehoyoda the priest, Zechariah, 

his son, Hosea, Amos, L&aiah, lllcah, Joel, aah.um, ttab&ku.k, Ze -

phanlah, Jeremiah, Ezra, Haggai, Zeohariah, .Malachi , and other 

people or the great synagogue, Simon the Juat , Antigonoa, the 

..11 J; l ! to t<abbi Jochanan ::> . Zakkai. Rabb&ll Gamaliel , hie descend ­

ants till Judah Hanaai, who collected the 111.abna, which is the 

source or the Gemara, which the author looks upon w1 th so much 
. 

disdain. And we muat assume that every prophet w&a taught by 

h11 predecessor, since the Torah cannot be understood without 

the oral tradition. No proof can be deduced from the tact that 
~ . 

the mass was not observant. Aa tor the book ot the law, which 

,,..,, r"" found, the .Kabbia have already interpreted it in a 

Jl1draah !h1ch 1a very near the \Diii !>. that the astonishment. created 

• 
, 



there was due to the fact that they found it rolled 

verse: .. Uod Will lead you and ;your king into exile.• 

ter the -----And thia 

explains why the king said to repent, because the wrath ot God 
. 

-16-

ls wrought up against him. out in no wa1 would this imply that 

they knew nothing or the Torah, or ita interoretation . L1.kewlae, 

i n the da1s of ~a, he exhorted t he people to do the command­

ments , not because they knew nothing about thea, tor 1r that 

ls the case, why didn ' t he mention all the commandaentat As it 

1 a, he spoke only about JI / :Ho r.1nce 1 t was the period or the 1ear 

ror 1 t. And we are not to i nterpret the story to mean that the 

"'• ~ 10 was not kept in the days or the flrat Temple; aimplJ, 

that i t was not hel d with such gusto ~er. Josiah and the raachal 

Lamb). The author al so throws darts even at the Torah 

aa When he says concerning .l!:zra: .. .li.'Ven though l am sure t.hat 

he did not change one letter ot the book ot the law, we haYe to 

ad.mi t that we received it from Kzra and not from Jlosea, tor he 

had the Po•er to g.lve it to Israel in his own aweet wa7.• He 

&lao Bhot an arrow when he said: > .:i..., ..:J j • .J I ~ ~Therefore, 1 t 1 s 

not to wonder that he denies the regulati ons whlCb. are aald bJ 

the .ttabbla to have been ordai ned by 1'zra, and mock• the regula­

tion or eating garlic on Pridaya et a&iter . 

There la no doubt that thHI defense a.galnat the ~.:J o S1 ~ 1• 

YerJ weak and inadequate. .1.t ls, ot course, aerel7 a fragment 

and was never completed by Leon. lie must have planned a wortbJ 

detenae, but somehow he never r1n1 shed 1 t . Kegglo, <ie1ger, 1 and 

.tfiau &11 agree that Leon Modena wrote the ;i> 1 X Jl) X\# • !he tact 

• 



that 1n two spots he undertakes a refutation or s~ 0 s' p , wh1oh 

he interrupt• in the middle, and which in twenty-tour 1eara, he 

doea not complete, is proof' tor rather than against hie author­

ship. There ia no doupt that it is a fragment and we cannot say 

that the author has intentionally not completed it. For, indeed, 

neither did he conclude his Hebrew book on style , which he had 

begun twenty years back. tte was just such a man, who aa he once 
3t 

wrote to Menaohem Azarjah r'ano ,that he carried many works about 

in his head, but because or lack or leisure he is unable to com-

plete them. .tie says: 
>_}'\ » j) ' nl') _J(Uj) \g ~b r=>til 

: > .J\/ ~ 1 n;1 

f'< ~ 'ii - /U...-, -<. - '°. 9 7 
le cannot but come to the concluaion that Leon was an ad-

herent to tradition and believed in it and defended it aer1ous-

ly and sincerely, even though he collated the attacks against 

the ttabb1a. DUt he waa a man or many moods. .tie was sincere at 

each moment, a true paradox, a contradiction. Though he at­

tacked the lt&bbia and Cabbala 1n many places, yet he ha9 the fol-

~ '" lowing in a s tatement he made about Ar1~totle - •May the soul 

or Aristo rest in men in the garden or lite, by Virtue or h1• 

noble and acceptable utterances. oy my lite;~ love h1m with a . 
perfect love, ror he ••• a rather in 11adom. Jl&ny an ex&lted 

sentiment did Ar1sto utter 1n agreement with thoee ot our H&b­

.2ll.i. and by reason or the influence or his clear underatand.1ng, 

dld he determine r1ght1ou1 rule a and sayings. uur &bb1 a have 

indeed remarked: A sage 1a even greater than a prophet. As tor 

thia man, he waa the plok ot philoaophera, inasmuch, aa he ad-

' 



duoea a proof tor every argument . And what though he be a Ch-eek: 

tte labored to establish ~d·a unity ln the government or the world; 

and the Science of 

or c~a. ~ ~~yrY\l.Nv"" N ~ 
The most bltter attack upon Leon Modena is made by Uraetz, 

who atamps him aa a betrayer or Judatsm. lie says that Modena was 

ashamed to be a Jew and tried to ridicule Judaism. lie bases h1s 

s t atements upon a l i ttle work on customs which Modena wrote . lie 

says that Modena has 1n thi s work uncovered the nakedness or the 
3:3 

Jew, and held open for r idicule the customs or the Jews. Un-

consciously, he says, has Leon allied himself •1th the mocker• 

or that Judaism, whlch he himself had taught as a 1'(abb1. 

ln the preface to the book on Gustoms, which was tr&nslate<i. 

in n-ench and later into Bnglish, Modena says: "llur1ng my wri 

ing I have, in truth, forgotten t hat I am a Jew, and I have 

garded myself as a simple and impartial observer. However, 

not deny that I have taken pains to a'°i d scorn , because or the ~ 

many ceremonies; but neither did I have the intention , either 

to apologize tor them, or t o make them more attractive, becauae 

I only wanted to impart -- not to convince.• 

The only sin comm1 tted by Leon seems to be th.at he has 

written a literary maaterpiece describing Jewish custom• and 

ceremonie s. Ju.d&1am has never been a secret religion . He waa 

32. B. Gollancz: Translation1 from Hebrew and Araaaio - p. 7 
'.f&ken from "Ari Noham --

33. Graetz B. Vol. V -- p. 71 

, 
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not aahamed or 1t and so he desired that Christiana understand 

them better. '!he customs ot the Jews were known to Christiana, 

tor he says in his introduction that there are enousb Ghr1atian 

aoholara who have written and are able to write concerning his 

theme. Blau tells us ot a letter h• wrote 1n 1640 to Nethanel 
34 

Trabotto. "Arter the completion (of the _printing of my work 
' 

Gabuth Jehudah) I will open m.y ear, and listen to what you will 

say to me concerning the •Rite• which was printed in the Ital­

ian language. Por I had the int ention or showing to the peoples 

the basis of the laws, the commandments, and the customs or the 

ohildren of Israel, in order that they might no longer mock at 

us, which result. thank God, I have hitherto succeeded in at­

taining, and (the writing} will be of use to the aons ot our 

people in this manner." 

ot Graetz. 

)4. Blau, L. -- p. 95 

, 

There is no baa1s tor the contention 

• 
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Ooncluaion. 

.. 
A great charaoter was Leon Modena! His lite was a very sad ' 

one. His children caused hia great diatreaa and worr7. Poverty 

waa ever at his threshold . It is not to be wondered that he 1aya 

in all earnestness, that man's tunction on earth is only to amuae 

God , Just as ea.rth17· kings have monkeys to entertain them. 

We must wonder at his manifold aotivtty an4 accompl1ahmenta, 

the number or his works. The range of topics he discussed is 

marvelous. Bot only that, but he was a prominent rabbi, a great 

preaoher, who attracted great numbers to his aermona, 1nclud1ng 

Christian noble~ and dlvtnes. Be was a teacher, translator, cor­

rector. He worked on exegesis, lexicograpij.y, ethioa, liturgy. 

He wrote pastoral dramas and poems or different kinds. So he 

died really unknown and misunderstood. His name should be trea­

sured as a good Rabbi and good Jew. 

------ Finis -------

• . . 
• 
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