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8••t1• .la 
IB~Ul>UO'fIOI 

I approach thle atud7 with that feeling ot humillt)' which 

1• ocmteaaed b7 man7 atudenta who paue at the eye ot an arduou 

aoholaatio undertald.ng. •or •Oordoniem• 1• more ot a mood than 

a ph1lo•o})h7. more ot a apirit than a Weltanachauuna. And 0D17 

he who haa been oloae te the soil• to laborJ cml7 he who ha• 

been tilled with that 1111bl1me paaaion tor lite whioh waa Gordon••, 

ma7 penetrate GGMon•a teachings with the ap1r1t that Gordon 

himaelt would haTe desired. cme who dwell• 1n a world ot beob 

and urban ocmvent1onal1t1ea - aa do I - mi&bt experience sreat 

d1ttioult7 1n oaptur1ng this spirit. 

!he Role ot Gordan 

It waa '1117 reaoticm. aa I proceeded with tbi• atw17. that 

Gordan was more the p•t than he wu the philosopher. Certa1nl7 / 

he doea not rank amons the sreateat ot Iarael•a oreat1Te thinker• 

and philoaopbera. hen the Zionlat movement. 1D 'ST humble op1nion, 

baa produced a number ot thinker. who have eolipaed hill 1n pro-

tundi t)' et anal,-.1•• 1n deptli ot thoqbt. and 1D breadth ot rtalcm. 

a.it wbat Gerdon d14 bequeath to the Jnlah world wu a spirit 

and a tollow1D& -- a devoted f ollGWiDI tbat wu to mCNl.d the tora 

" and tutUre f1t Zlen1a einoe hie da7; a tollow1Dg that lifted h1m 

reverentl7 upon 1te shCNl.dera until he reaohed a stature td 

areater than hie 01rD ab111t1e•. and 1Ddee4 seemed to t ... er above 

other ocmtemporari•• who"" equall7 11tted 1n pen and 1n 1nt4tlleot. 

• 
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•aol'd.an '119 man towered hilb above Gol'd.on the writer,• 

wr1 tee ilexamer Jtobanalq .(l. •11e wu cm• ot tho•• few 

Jewa who realised the prinoiplea ot their teaching• in 
.. 

their everfda7 lite. It waa, bJ' example, as a worker amOJll 

worker• in tba K'f'Utsa Dagania, that he exerted hie 1ntluenoe 

on his c.n generation and on the generationa that followed. 

Hie character wu of the sa1ntl7 qualit,.. Ever,. one who 

waa privi1eged to live 1n hie immediate •phere or 1ntluenoe, 

was elevated to a higher level ot being and aotion.• 

· Gord•' • Souroea 

Gordon d1ttered train other pioneer• of the Secan4 

Al1,.ah 1n that h• was not f oetered 1n the can.tines ot a 

movement.$. Ke waa alive to all eTente 1n publ1o lite and 

reaoted to the politioal happenings ot the oCNDtr,.. He waa 

versed not enl.7 1n the ancient and modern Jlabrew lore ba.t 

alao 1n world literature, Prenoh, Oerman, and Ruaeian."Yet, 

he did not draw hie ideas trm forei&D aouroee nor wu he 

captivated b7 hi&b-•oandinl alo1an• or Sooialiat theori•• 

that were 1n ope 1n Ruaeia at tbat time. lie ha4 f ·auntaina 

ot hie RD whH• aouroea aprana fr• CNr ancient Hebrew 

cu1ture •• (5 Another aouroe ot hie 1deu he teund in the inner 

oontra41ot1n1 et mr miserable exiatence 1n the Oaluth as ..... 

ocmpeed with the 'bript put ot ~ people 1n ancient Pale­

stine. Y-et another sou.roe o~ hi• teaohings waa the oloae • 
pruimit7 to nature 1ll the clqa ot hi• J'O'lth whiGb he spent 

in the UJr:rain1an village. 

Write• A.dolt lltba 1n m.- Zieni•ti1ohe Bew•l!ll!l:f· •1t 

• 
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1• trae that Gerdon and hi• •••ooiate• ••re intluenoed b7 

th• areat propheti• ••era of their former ocnmt17, !•l•t07 

and Deatoieva)CJ. (ID the Demons or Do•toievalq, a revo­

lut1onarr oall1 to the degenerate prinoe StawrogiD: •Renew 

your lit'e b7 •illlple farm-labour.') But their thought• in 

their ••aential Jmrnel are taken rr- the J'niah herit&&•···· 

Gordon'• ........ a philoao1>h7 whioh drew upan the 

thoueht of suoh men aa Spinoza, Rou.eaeau, P1obte, Iietsaohe, 

and !olato7. At the aame time, it wu a philoaopl:q whiob 

wae d1reotl7 oent1Duoua with the developnent of Zioni•, 

a pb1101oph7 1n whioh the th•GrJ' ot ZioD1am reached 1ta 
(5 

high point and oulm1nat1on.• 

J'oaeph Aarcmovitoh, a bioarapher ot A.D.Gordon and hia 

personal rriend, intorma U8 that 0ordon 1e parents eqqed a 

private tutor tor him, under whm he atucU.ed !alllw1, Bible, 

and srenmwr. "When h• reaobed the qe or ••venteen, ha felt 

a atrona desire to atw17 lanauaaea and eoienoe, to whioh he 

devoted hiaaelt with sreat dillaenoe. Jl1e ~nta 414 not 

interfere nth hia aeoular aW41e1, but di4 not oan11der th• 

important en.._ to uoeaaitate the uaiatanoe ot a teaoher; 

neither 414 he himelt demand an7 aaalatanoe. B7 ohanoe 

GD17, h• reoe1Te4 Snatl"llOtion 1D Bua•lan tor a short tiae. 

In the OOQl'ae ot cme aantb he 2.eu-Mcl -t• ~ad, '·an4 aoqu1red 

the tundamentala et the p•WMr. !bi• ••• the cmlJ 1t'tn4.­
•tien he ever reoe1Te4 1n aeoular ahdi••· Darinl the 

enauin& t.ar para he leaned Hebrew, Rua•1an, Oerman, and 

Prenob, read upm 41nrae aubjeot• and •aorised poem 1n 
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all th••• l.aD&Uaa••· DUiq that time he aoquired tile 

equ1Talent et a ••oondarJ: aohool eduoatic:m ••• • It waa not 

until later lite that Gordon dev•loped h1• int•n• and 

terTent leTe tor Hebrew.•· 

Gordon'• ltJl• 

A.a one peruaea the writinc• ot Gorden, •n• teela that 

he ia otten merel7 •hittinc the burden or proot. lie opposed 

man7 polioies or opinion• whioh were prevalent in his own 

da7; it would seem, ocmsequentl7, that it ahwl.4 ha" been 

hi• dut)' to olarit)' and detend hi• own point ot view in a 

poaitiTe and SJ'stematised manner. !hi• he rarel7 auooeeded 

in doinc, however. Jlia work - except when it reaohea out 

into tll&hts et poett7 and rare 11ter&l')' beaut)' - i• prolix 

and ditf'Uae. llis esaa7a reveal a tendeno7 to ~eat about 

the bush• even while th•J' are 4•v•t•d etriotl7 to the topio 

under diaouaaien. 

!here are aeTeral reaaona tor this apparent ta111Dc ot 

Gerdon'•• ~at, hie Hebrew writing i• larp1.7 a oarr,.-ner 

• tram hi• earlier Yiddish trainin&, and reTeala both the 

Y1ddiah1D8 and the nrb••it7 et at-fl• wbioh are oharaeter­

ietio et that tenpe. Perhaps th• paramount reason, howeTer, 

i• the taot that Gordon wished to be "a worker at the ro6ta 

or lit• and not the tl~er ot it• expreaaion.•(J. Ke oonoeded 

t.hat tl••r• perform eeaential 1enioee 1D plant lit• ; an4 

11lmw1ee a&reed that the people•~ leader• oould at time• 

draw out it• 'be•t potentlaliti••· !Mt he had wltneaeed too 

• 
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trequentl7 how th••• poeitiena ot l•ad•rahip were •oucht 

•olel7 tor the purposes ot paraaiti .. and aelt-acgrandizement. 

8oth beoauae ot thia reaaan and beoaue he felt uoertain 

aa to hia qualitioationa ~or apeak1n1 aa a •geniua •, h• wiahed. 

to remain a oammcm worker. When he wrote, oonaequentl7, it 

waa 1enerall7 on aome matter whioh d1reotl7 atteoted th• 

concrete intereata ot hie lit• aa a worker. and in which 

e111e praotioal issues were involved. 

llua7 ot the 1sauee w1 th which Gordon was preoooupied 

are ot ml7 ali.pt interest te us toda7 -- either beoauae 

tl:ie7 have •t with their solution sinoe Oerdcm'• da7 (auoh 

ae the oontroveraiea relative to the Hebrew t1niverait7. tor 

e%81Dple) or beoauae other iasuea looa more menao1Jlll7 an oar 

awn horiacm. !Ima it is one ot tho•• ironies ot hi•t0l"7 that 

Gol'dcm beoame exaotl7 what h• did not wi•h to be -- a liter&17 
$ 

tiaure. rather than a praotioal guide. 

"' 

• 
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leetl• a: 
~ BS Ila: A BIOCJRUUOA.L S!'UDf 

:4tp1elde and toreata molded hill :.trom the daJ' ot hie birth 

in an obaoure Podolian Yilliage, 'l'rOJ'&DO, to the da7 

ot hia death 1n the tamows Galilean settlement, Dacania. 

The a!Jct7-ai.Z 79ara that elapaed between the beg1nn1nc and 

end ot hi• lite were apent, with rare exceptions, in 

oloae pr~lait., to nature. Yet he had to work himaelt up 

to enlightened peasanthood. Por be belonged to a raoe that 

had roota nowhere and memories etrJwhere.• 
(4 

SUoh ia the sumn•risation ot the oareer of m611 DaT1cl 

Gordon pre•ented b7 Dr. B. 8ilberachla1 1n the pretaoe to the 

Selected Baaal! ot A.D.Gordon recently translated b7 Br-•· Ifranoea 

8urnce. Perhaps no more apt aunmarisation ot hie oharaoter 

and career oould be tomad. Por, labor and ao11 were not anl~ 

the ke7-note of Gordon'• philosophy; the7 were alao the 

ke7-note ot hie lite and aap1rat1ona. 

Jle wbf, was to be known aa the ohampion of the atrenuoua 

lite of toil waa ot delio,te health 1n childhood, and the aon 

of well-to-do parents. .. ••• born 1n the Tillage of ~OJ'­

ano, 1n louthel'll Podol1a, an the bolida7 of Shewoth in -5618 
(lo . 

• (1856). - Pour other oh114ren bol'll ot h1• parent• ha~ died 

earl7 1n oh1ldhood, and .karon Da'Ytd, therefore, beo.,.a their 

only hope and oonaolat1on. u an on17 child, he waa P. mpered 

and watoh ... with undue oare. •• waa ocmatantly under the 

" 
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aurveillanoe or dootora, who -- beoause or hia irra11 oondition 

- advised his parents agaiJlst teaohing eTen th~a Alepb-~th 

until he waa seven ,-ears or ap. At that age a p'ivat~ tutor 

was engaged. ror Aaron David. Several 7eus lat~ar he lert the 

Tillage and studied ror short periods ill Golo~:levsk, Obdovka, 

Vilna, and KaehohoT•ta. 

lleamrhile a change had takeD plaoe 1n the 11tatua or hi• 

parent's. i'he •temporary lawa" had been prolll1lglated-whioh 

restricted the Jna or Russia to the Pale or Se1ttlement, 

and hie parents were thererore compelled to lea1ve the Tilla&•• 

The7 entered the timber business and made their ilome 1n the 

midst or the roreat, ..\re Aaron Davi~ was again &iven a tutor. 

Be atudied .hlmud, Bible, and gramnar, until he aws seventeen 

-- when he relt a strong desire to atud7 1~1•• .and soienoe. 

!hough hia parents did not intert'ere with hie 1r.Lahea 1n this 

matter, the7 did not deem it neoeasar,. or illpor1~ant to pro-

oure l(teaoher ror aeoular atudi••• Bor did he ~!em&nd any assis­

tance. With the ezoeption ot OD• month -- whea he was taught 

Ruaaian -- .he studied wlthoat 1natruot1cm, the J~ebrew, Buaaian, 
• I 

Oeman, and h-enoh tcmguea; read upon diTeree 811lbjeot•J 

and memorised poem 1n all theae J.anpape. illL ~thi• ooourred 

w1 th1n the period or tour P&H; during whioh h~• aoqu1re4 the 

equivalent at a aeoan4AJT aohool e4uoatioa.. Obaning his 

aaaiduit7 and remarkable proareas, his parents - iadviaed htm 
• 

toe nter a univerait7 and atud7 •41o1ne. C'for4j•• however, 
I 

declined to do eitbRe 

At tbe ap ot twent7-two, be married hla o!l.utn, and 
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settled dawa 1n ObodoYka. ho 79ara later he waa giTen the 

position aa o~rJc and auperviaor ca one ot the rRr&l eatatea 

and buainesa enterprises ot h1a i...._ti•e, the wealth7 Baron 
• 

Ginsburg, in Mohi.lna ( 1nte~ior Russia ). lie remained 1n thia 

oapaoit7 -- with ae•eral brief 1nterupticma -- tor approxi­

matel7 twent)'-tb.i-e~~apite hie propitious eocmomio oir­

oumatanoea, he was not entirely happ7 dur1n1 "tbia time. Pi•e 

ot hia aeYen oh1ldren born to him had died in their 1ntano7. Bia 

tellow-otttoiala were tor the moat part pett7, unidealiatio, 

and •emancipated• tram religion 'l'hen too, the nature Gt hie 

position reYolted himJ he disliked buaineaa, oommerce, and 

parasitic oocupaticms. 

There were se•eral compensator; factors, howe•er. He 

gained the lo'Ye and reve~eno~ ot the workers and the 70\lDC 

ortioials on the estates. He exercised great intluenoe over 

the parents ot the oammuntt7, whi~h he re~ly addressed 

in the •JD&1oguea on the Sabbaths. But it was the 7outh in / 

which he waa pr1maril7 illtereated. Bia home became the in­

tellectual 0 ter, where the7 arranc~d gatherings, debates • 

readings, leoture1, a ohoral aoo1et7. He attended peraanall7 to 

the education ot his own eon and daucbter, oompoaiilg outl1n!»• 

ot atud7, reading pedqog1cal worka, and oonaul.ting teaober1. 

Be also eatabli1hed a libr&rJ tor ottio1al1, ... which he him­

self aupenised. 

Jl11 tenid lDtereat 1n Kebrew, aa we 

chapter, 4enloped la1!er ill lite. During tho1e 7ear1 when 

he tirat purned 1eoular 1twlie1, he atumbled 9pan •Jlaakalah" 

literature. Bia reaction waa that ot d1aguat: 

• 

, 
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-af -ate.:>~I , 1J.nte•1•1 IJJfl'jl ~o ''°'"""' fW)lfl f_!J .ftl'l~O,, 
19 •. l)Jl(N•.npn?..nf> 

Ke regarded it as orw!e, paraeit1~, d1lletaate 1n. ep1r1t, and ~ 

laclcing ertd9noee ot real oulture. Por 7eara he a0Npuloual7 

retrailled tram Nading the aodel'll lleb~w 11terature, until 

-- at the pereuaa1on ot a d1ao1ple -- he read an article 

b7 Aohad Ka-am in the "Suhiloah•. So atirred was he b)' the 

art1olA and the Yaat 1.mprnementa 1a llebrew oulture that it 

m portend.84 that he oried out: 9Jlaa our literature indeed 

been •o reYolutioniaed while I have been aleep1Df1the sleep 

ot JI~ K&a1aplt• 1-diate_J.7 he reopened a Yolume ot Aohad 

Ha--•a AL PARASJIAD D1~0JIDl1 wbioh had been l)'ing unread 

1n hie roca tor ailt montha, and read it tram ooYer to ooYer 

1n two daJ8 Proa that time en there waa a notioeabl.9 ohance 

in hi• attitude towarda reoent llebrew literature. 

Ia l~ Kabilaa waa aold. and Gordon wu lett without 

emplopaeat. !hau&b be o8al.4 baTe proeared aaother position / 

without uoeaaiTe 41tt1oult7; he deteraiaed to aettle 1a Pal­

eatlae. ~ deoiaion waa 4elaJ9d, howeTer, b7 taail7 ocma1-

4erat1GU. Upm hie ahCN14ere there wetped. beaYiq the 

problem ot mainteaanoe ot hie apd pareate. hi• wlt'e, ud 

two ohildrea. ( .. ~., hie aoa ~ beea atu4)'1.q 1a a 

YeehiTa in l.1thUD1a. the 'OD waa more pious than hie tather, 

aD4 41tteruMa aroae 'between th .. , al1ihouetl 1ihe1r taidlJ: 
• 

relatioaahip al••7• ziw1ne4 atteoticmatie. '!he acm had 

iaa1ated upoa eatvw th• Yeah1Ta, 4eap1t• th• apmenta 

a4Tanoecl b7 hi• tatmr tbat h• ooul.4 Db1be aa mio.h Jnieh 

el'll41t1• •••14• the Yeahin.) 

• 
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11hen Clordon'• parents paaaed ~a7, he toun4 the 

opportune oooaa1oa tor the tultillllent ot h1• dreama. 97 

tbia time h1a mn no longer required t1Mno1al aaetatanoe1 

and hi.a daupter, Who wae teaoh1n1, waa able to aaeiat her 

mother. •oreOTer, OQ2:tdan left at the diapoaal ot iih• ta­

mil7 a mod.eat eum ot aone7, whioh he had either aoorued trm 

hia •araina• or 1.nberited from h1a parenta. Ill lSCM, at 

the ... ot tort7-•i&ht, he embarked • a Tntureeome VOJ&le 

tor hie new h<mie. 

!he huardoua nature of Gol"don' a undertalrtng m&J' be 

more apparent to ue when we bear 1n ll1Dd that he had never 

oooupied. himaelt with ph7aioal labor previoual7. •i• up­

bringiJal &D4 hab1t-patterna eatabllahed •• an•an17 aan• 

ot 111.ddle-olaaa parente, and hie entire ph7aioal malm-up 

rendered hba watit tor the rtaoroua ocmd1ticma ot a labor­

er-'• e&latenH. a added obataole ••• the taot that he ••• 

oODlenolq a new lite in a Dft l.aJl4 at an &1• when aoat 

llv•• have become enoruated with \IB&].terabl• 

habit•. • 

Imte41atelJ upc:m h1• arrival 1a Paleat1De, GedGD 

eouabt work in the oolcmiea, wt ~·· oantronted with ..ni 

dlaoouraaeM11ta. At that time it wu d1ttioult •nouati .,,, 

to» &DJ" laborer to obtain emploJJD8Dt with a private far­

mer -- &D4 tor Aaron DaTid Gordon it proTed doubJ.7 dU't1-• 
oult. Wo 911Plo7er would belleTe that he ••• tit tor atrezmoaa 

manual labor. .. wu ~ered a poet aa an ott1o1al in aome 

.. 

I 
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iut1 tut1on, but he •teacttutJ.7 retuaecl -- ror ha4 he not 

oome to ~ta Ytaroel to eatabli•b a OOTeaant with X.bort 
.. 

P1nall7, be auooeeded in obta1n1Ja& a poa1t1on aa a 4&7-

laborer in the TlllieJuda and ONDP-l1"0ffl or Pete.oh !1k­

Tahe 'nle reamerat1on rrom th11 work, howeTer, wu not 

nft1•1•nt to enable him to. briilichi• raail7 to Paleetine. 

Ke tbererore prooured a aore luorat1Te poet 1n tbe w1ne­

oellar (Y•JceT) at R1ehon -Y.1Z1on. !broach b11 aup19nted 

earning capaoit7, be waa able to br1n1 hie wire and daucht•r 

to the Y1ehuT 1n 190'7. 

Uatortunatel,-, the arr1Tal or b1a wtte and daupter 

waa a harbinger -- not or greater ha~pin••• -- ~ or 
peater peraonal iliarortunea to oome. While journe71Jl& 

rrom Riehon L'Zian to l&rra to creet the newoomere, Gor­

dan waa ahot, a tabbed, and 1erioual7 wouated. .bT Aft.be. 

•• aoon reouperated; but rour month• later hie-wire pueecl I 
an.7. Ua 4a11&bter llklnriee be.._ 111, and wae ocmspelled 

to remain p the ho1pital ror two montba. !o add to the 

d1atreaetna eil"ouutanoe1, Aaron Dan.4 Gorden ooul4 r1Ja4 -17 

epora41o emplOJmeDte Bllt thia IU80eea1GD or a4Tera1tiea railed 

to U"Uh hi• epirit. In raot, •u he b•- weaker pb791-

oa117, he aee-4 1;o 11"~ atrcmpr 1n ep11"1t, and he wa• ""' 

aiwa,.a S.-OTable 1D hi• deTot1an to hie lire-work." 

In 1912 Gordcm mcN9l1,to Cl&l11M, where he re11'1ed 

tor th8 ream.1a1q ta J9&1"8 et hie lite. Dal"lns 1lb1a 
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Buth• neftr exploited hi• preeminence bJ' aa~s tor ape­

cial pr1Tile1ee. ID taot, he ao oanaietentl7 d410l1ned to 

ocnTert h1a "Torah" into a "DRDOll LAOBP<lt JSCJI" J• that he 

took pain• not to benefit 1n a •terial anee t'll90ll hie 

writing•• .. liTecl like a worar -aaang workers 1D Dapnia, 

abar1n1 a room with three ot.her men, tilling th•• ao11, and 

partioipating in ooaaunal lit'•• 

Buoh ia the pneral 1.Jllpreaaicm, and auoh it.re the 1eneral 

aooounta, ~ioh rem.in to ua ~ Oordcm 'a role ilci De.cant&. 

lloweftr, Samuel DaJ'&D -- who participated 1n th11 tound1n& ~ 

the "llapoel !lafa1r" or1an1sation twent7-tiTe 791ara a10, and 

Who aaaiated 1lC1 the founding ot the Jt'wtsah ~saniah and 

the JloahaT Hahalal -- report• dit'terentl7: "Bfti11 in the 

lt' 'f'Utzq, he aoU&bt certain p6raoaal rigb.te. I ·t; ••-4 
atranp tba t Gordon, who oame ot hia own tree w:lll to 11 T• 

1D the Jt'w.tsah Where, ot ooaree, the concept o:r priTate 

propert)' waa ent1rel7 abandoned, ahould demand !P1'1Tile1ee 

that '•ould diatinaulah him troa- other JDelllt•r• ~r the aroup. 

lie telt that the had to haYe a rooa ot hie own, 1a laap and 

ink. When it ••• impoaaible tor him to h&ve a :l"OOll to him­

aelt, he -med the shower-room or the ka7-lott. There he - · 

'nailed h1a lamp to a piece ot -tin whioh waa taetened to tha 

table. Kere under look and ke7 he it.pt hia ink: and paper. 

•a .. ts..ea, 1'h1le he wu walk1ng back and torth 1D the 
• 

d1D1Jls roam. he felt hiuelt ompelled to go to hia room and 

w:rite....ld.a tboa&bt• 4ona. Be uaed onl7 one Jd.n4 ot paper, 

• 

I 

, 
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the halT•• ot aheeta, about 15 oeatiMtera equare, am al­

W&J'S had ~ atoc!c ot ~t prepared. Ail7 otb~r kind ot paper an­

iio7ed him. A_t t!Ma, terr1bl7 diatreeaed~ be ran @out look-

1.D& tor a lamp~ a chair or ink, ocm.Tenienoea he otten laoked 
~~ 

in the Jtl TUt&ahe • 

Yoanc men tram Tarious parta ot Galilee and the Bmek 

would mab replar p1J.ar1ma&•• to Oerdon, to aek hia a4T1oe, 

to diaouaa the problems ot the da7 w1 th him, and to gain the 

1Dap1rat1cm. hie peraonalit7 •TO seemed to radiate. .. re­

tused to tolerate glo01DJ ·raoea and insisted upon ,g&J'9'tW• 

Ke would trequentl7 demand a dance, wh1oh he himaelt would .:. 

lead or proT1de mnaio tor. BTen hia dmoing seemed a relliioua 

aot ot Ja'I and oom-idenoe, ot boundless lon ~ reverenoe, 

•ayabol1z1Dg dramatieall7 hie extraordlnarJ' oapaoit7 tor 

enduring hard.ship and diibeartenment. !hoae who watched hlm 

danoe and alng, were often either aOTed to poignant tears 

or stirred to j 07~ exhilaration and hopetul.neaa.(u 

Gordon aa aeTere with hi• opponents. Ke fought 

proudl7,and waa honest aad Olltapoka in hi• or1t1o1-. 

Ia tbe • Ira gathe~ed b7 Gordon'• cla1J»lt•r after 

hia death,- 'it 1a reported ~t Gordon'• neipbor• were 

oooaa1onall7 Jmpt aw&D, aa he u:uae4 and delighted. hi• J'OUDC• . 
er r--•te• With ator1e4 and aneodot••· cnoe, wh•• h• and 

• aenral aaae91atea were 1Jlpr1aCJ1Ded and awa1 ting ph7a1oal . 

punlab-ent 1D a nearb7 ob•mber -- tbeae report• tell--

I 
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Gordon uplifted the spirit ud entJmaian et hi• 7ounpr 

aasoo1atea, b7. exeoutiJlg GDe ot h1a moat jo7oua eenga an4 

danoea.~' • 

At ~t, per•cmal and national m1afortunee took their 

toll ot hia fra11. but a~bborn; bod7. Bot OD17 the be­

·reanment of Ma wit•• but that at hi• •on. in poat-war 

Russia; not on17 these fam1l7 sorrows. but the UJatainian 

and Palestinian posrou. oauaed him nmoh anguish. .l dan­

gerous illness be.-n to man1t .. t iteelt -~ but Gordon 

continued to toil. Balt a ,.ear before hia death, he waa 

forced to abandon h1a work and •ubJait to medioal oare. 

Jle joaraeJ8(l to Sated. and thenoe ~o V1eDD& to oonault 

specialist• -- but it was too late. .. returned to Krets 

Y1eroel, ooptsant at laat that it waa an inourable oanoer 

whioh tOl"JDUted h1a. - !'here 1n Daganiah he awaited with 

a bra••, oalm ato1o1••• the OQJD1n1 ot death. cm the 

twentT-fourth da7 ~ Sb.Tat, 5582 (1922). Aaron DaT1d Gordan 

departed tht• earth. 

Daring hia lite-~~. Gordan wielded a tremendou 

apirl'Wal intluenoe ....... e aeema to ha•• touOhed the lite 

of eY•l'J' aeoond person who came to Pal~atine during the 

Seeoad iliJ'& (1905). 'Bae man ot f1tt7, the man et •1xt7, 

w1 th h1a brood1q 8J9• under Jae bald head, &Del th• fl•iile 

white beard O'f'er the collar ot hia roucb woola ooat, • 

brought ehMr to ner,. ane who waa aioJc, oaued all thoae 

who aomt1Ma tal~N4 to be abamd b7 hla on tl••'na 

I 
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oourap, u4 tbunclere4 hi.a om'Mllpt upca all those Jna 1n 

Paleat1n• Who did not 11n aa the7 ahOlll.41 b7 tbeir .. own toll 

and the neat ot their br•• b waa tha p-eateat pedqogue 

ot Zionl .. no •Yer liTed, tor he tauatit b7 •X•llPle UMt""bJ 

aot. JIQt; 11ben he died, hia intluen•• deol~ed ateadil7 until 
. ~s 

toda7 lt 1• a T•rJ' small intluenoe.• 

' 

.. 
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CJlAPDR II 

TD SYftD DBPIDD 

Die theme ot Gordon' a pbiloaoph7 i• labor. Whatever 

eubject hie pen approaches -- and it ransee ever the entire 

tield ot Jewieh lite and thought -- aooner or later ie drawn 
/' 

within the orbit ot that theme. 

'!be eaeenoe ot Gordor:i'• •J•~•m ot thought ie contained 

1n the mere terma •nation, labor, man, nature.• !he bare 

outline• ot this 1119tem ma7 be presented aa tell••: 

Die individual 11&7 attain freedom and tullneaa ot lite 

or, ae Gordan expresses it trequentl7, •re1eneration" -- onl7 

1n the dep-ee that he reali&ea himaelt in hie national milieu. 

Die redemption ot the nation aa a whole, therefore, ia a 

prerequisite er a concomitant ot the freedom Gt the indivi­

dual man. But how oan a people be redeemed! !brougb labor, 

olaima Gord•• ad b7 labor, he meant a creative toroe that / 

produces not onl7 the means ot auatenanoe, but new lite and 

new values. La.bor reaeneratea man .who toda7 ia removed tram 

nature; it leads bbl baok to the aoaroe ot hie human aea 

and mans him one with the UDiverae. Because work on the 

land ia cloeeat to the toroes ot nature, it ia thus that man 

m&J' find hia deepest upre~eio:n. 

• 8 Labor wae tor Gordon,• atatea Traohtenbera, •not alone 

the appropriate 1.Datrument tor rebuildin& the land; it wv a ' 

powerful oatal7at which could unleash the suppreased creative 

potencies ot the human apirit, and oreate anew the nation aa4 
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the human raoe.• 
\c. 

It 1• but a abort atep trmn this world-vi•• to the 

Jewish problem. 9le Jew too nut redeem his land and his 

lil'-e b7 oontaot with the soil. And the J .. iah nation -

with whioh Gordon is pr1mar11J oonoerned - ma7 be re1enerated 

throu&h abandon1.ng the •parasitic" and unproduot1T• nature 

ot its Galuth exiatenoe, and return1.ng to the normalo7 ot a 

oreat1Te lite on ita own land, bound to its own soil, and 

united in a oooperat1Te prooeaa ot national oreat1T1t7. 

Thia i~ the oore and easenoe ot Gordan'• philosoph7!.-. 

the philosophioal apeoulation, politioal argumentation, 

and brilliant poetio outburst• ot his JlWllroua writin&• 

prooeed trm th11 oentral them1, and are, in a senae, 

peripheral to it. lluch in the taahion ot 11111•1 (in hi• 

iaouaaion with the prosel)"te), we ma7 atate: •!hi• 1• the 

law ot GordanJ all the rest ia oC1BDent&r'J'. 1'• prooeed and 

atud7 the oammentarr.• 

" 

• 

I 

• 
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Chapter III 

~ BPIS!'CllOLDCIIOAL BABBS 

Ia popu1ar treatment• ot Aaron DaT14 Gord• and hie 

el1;anaohauuac, th• •piatomolo11•al baai• ot hi• reaaaniDC 

• otten 1snore4. Partl7 thi• la due to a lack ot Jcnow­

•dp ot that baaia; er, more trequentl7, to the taot that 

he aT•raa• writer ot Gordon i• pr1.maril7 interested in ti:a. 

rapatio and propacandiatio T&lue ot Aaron DaT14 Gordca. 

~· emphaaia 1• ••en 1n Gordon himaelf., who -- once haTlDa 

stabliahed a epiatomolo1ioal t'uladament upon whioh hie DAT 

VODAll miallt reat -- ••t• it aside and oonoema hiuelt with 

tie praotioal queationa ot nat1onal1D, labor, oooperatiTe 

triTiDge 

Perbapa l err 1D lie11nnin& SJ dfaouaaion ot Gord•'• 
1ltanaohauunc with hie philoaophioal-pa70holo11eal :-1•• ) 
or thia 9baa1a• -- bi ., own epinioa -- waa oreated poet 

/\ . 
(IC taoto. I'S.rat, he 7e&l'lled tor a reT1Tal ot tbe Jftiah 

1.tion, Whioh he .poul.4 oonoei•e cml.7 1D the form ot a retum 

c. u.ture; then he buttreaaed thia nbjeoti•• and emotian&l 

•amine with a protODDd philoaophieal a7atem. •or the 

l>ll8tant retraia in hie writiqa ia not thia philoaopbie 

md-nt whieh ahCN14 han hen the atat1Jl&-po1nt, 1nat 

~• •repmratioa ot the people• whioh wu it• oonoluion. 

.AD4 .,.t, 1t we are to weld a unlt7 and coherenoe oat 

~ the diaor1anis•4 •lle7 ot Gord•'• writiapJ it n are 

• 

-• 

I 
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a7atem - it ia ••••ntial that we tirat aet torth the philo­

aophio pattern upon Which that qatea ma.7 be built •••• 

!ti• queationa which Gorden poaita, 1n 1ntroduo1n& ~ 

epiatomologioal apeoulat1on 1n one or hi• eaaa7a, ~~e aa 

follows: What relation ia there between the •1• an1d thia 

vaat world and all that dwell• therein, with all that omnea 

to paas therein? p.., ..,5 n ( 1"1'-f.> pf H'ft p~'j.\ ·f f'>X" 

'? ·~ 1c.1n lillll 11 " '.II'-• f'lA , I? nit nl '"" •nt; ~ )., 

f) ltQ~fl Plf-''i' , I'll\ 'Jl•I~ 'fY'"'"" ~Ile. •nlUt f).(-'>';)~ •·~ 
•t ,'j>.:> ~n1e-x ,fllfll •ntt flll (;~ ,~le~ : l•v'>'f) ):>'ill 1(r:>? 

, ,.G;f> 1.:> P-,1 . IJH .s>5 •f>f ·f l.'I ,'>•JIG' ,•n!'J ,·~:Jf> on·• IJ•J•? 

:> , • .,,,, 'J>'M,f>A {l'i>flh, tplJHI )r.i}. /'~en ,~1>1>/ inn G ~' Pfltc6> /A 
be17one annere theae question• in hie own wa~r; but 

the true answer, states Gordon, liea 1a lite 1taelt .• 

In pr1m.it1Te timee, man !!,p!r1enoed the answer to 

eae queationa, 1n a spiritual onenee• with the un~LTerae • 
. 

Ter7thinl about him wu God. And enrf1;h1n& tbat i~rild-

tiTe man liTed and experienoed. wu pertoro• oonaeorated to 

God, eyen auoh amdane matters aa mating, food, olo1~h1ng, 

ven the bareat an1mal neecla and 1mp\ll•••. :J>4 - t,QI? ~~ 1 

'" --1?U'.\ Gint , tie.Jn ~or,. ClM&.nnl f)AW>o f>'n.I> , "" fie.J fl'M .:> 

eic.e, , ""' kf1 ..... f>WJ 1 - •1f~ , , .. .,.,J 1 - P"n '""'"" , 1cf-eJ , 1'"'c. , ,,,"-' 
I~ • • .na ~a, l"1X'f\ pu1(;; tfic:> P11Jfin1l1" P•~>?!~ 

I 

Kan !a llhia earlier •'-&! or developnent was waperturbed ,.... 

b7 doubt in re1ard to abatraot mattera aino• be bad aoquirM 

no lmowJ.edce aa ,et ot abatraot reuoning; nor had l:Le 

aohi•Ted the abilit7 to reoop1se 101ioal oontradiot;ion11. 

18 llOUlc" W&8 fill .. rith a Ti tal eertaint71 •the Oel~ta1nt7 

of lite wh1ob preoe4ea llltelleotu.1 dOllbt • •• tbe 4cNCb 
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t 

precedes the lea .... n that briD&a aboa.t the termentat1on 
Cr..• which 11Tea the bread it• taate.• Ocmaequentl7, he had not 

79t learned to aak: Ia there a GOii or not 

With the develo~nt ot Jmawleqe, however, un loet 1n 

aome measure thi• teelin& ot aneneaa with the un1Terae. .. 

be1an to re1ard h1maelt ae being d~at1np1ahe4 t'rca the reat 

ot animate (and inanimate) nature. •cm17 when the ti.rat ra7 

ot 11cht ot human thouaht shone torth wae the d1v1a1on made 

etween the aoul ot man and the soul ot univeraal oreation. • ~ 
bepn to teel that he dittered tram all other beings 1n 

two contrad1CtQr7 reapeota: on the poe1t1Te 114•, he waa 

tilled with a aenee ot 1.Jlportanoe, ot greater intellectual 

pawer; on the neptiTe 11de, he tel.t an inner tear and weak­

•••, an iDDer lcmelill••• 1n the a1clat ot a lite OTertlowiq 

1th iDDer and outer oontradiotiona. 

!bu, atep b7 atep, Gordon traoee un•a ap1r1tual 

deTelopaent. !bu he pre~• ua tor the next ataae 1n thia 

development, wbereb7 un baa beoome rnoT~ trom nature, '1le 

aauroe ot hie s.Diter atrenctb aa4 poteno1ee. •1t ia reaaOD­

abl• to aaeume, • he 1nto1"118 u, •that 1nt1n1te nature poare 

1taelt into the aGllll ot man atilllulatiD& hie eenaation and 

isop1 ticm. trca two •14••: trm the cme la whiob man ae•••• 

ID4 Jr:n•e nature, and trom the other b7 whio!a he doea not 
. (?-• 

mow or •••• nature, but 11••• it.• • 
IDtell•otual Jmalrl•4&•, deolarea Gordon, 1• the cml.7 

lllirror b7 whioh man ~e1T•• all ONat1on. ID 1Dtelleoinlal . 

I 
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owled19 1• retleoted bound.lea• ex1atenoe 1n all 1te Tarioua 

enomena, which in their ent1ret7 are oalled •real1't7•· 

ooording to its own lawa , this intellectual knowlectce doea 

ot peroeiTe the thine 1a itaelt; onl7 the impreaaiona ot 

the thing reach it through the channels ot the mind ot the 

Jmowina indiTidual. Intellectual knowledge ocmabinee in ita 

own wa7 all these 1mpreeeiona, illuminates them, and endows f :•with a torm ot realit7. Ia the t1nal' ana1J•1•, realitJ. 

t ia, what we peroeiT• aa realit7 -- ia eaaent1all7 noth1Dg 
~ 

ut the oreati~ ot 1ntelleotual knowl•d&•• 

But while intellectual lmowl•d&e haa the power to oom­

prehend all things, it ia unable to oompreheDd the eaaent1a1 

point -- the TerJ eaaenoe ot the mind of man. U 1ntelleotual 

~xperienoe attirma that all we peroei•• ia ~t a phumenon, 

b at the thing in itaelt oannot be peroeiTed, or that there ia 

no auoh tbiDg 1n the world of realit7, then bT that T8rf 

verdiot, intellectual lmowled1e ad.mite it• 1nab111t7 to 

perce1Te li•iDg tbpu&ht, to be the apoke81D&Jl ot the •1• ill 
aearoh of the woriA. What la in me that Jmowa! What uiata 

within aet 11henoe doea it oome? Jlan1teatl7, we t1Dcl here • 

aamethin& aboTe 1ntelleotual lmowlqe, something that 1a ot 

the ••IT eaaenoe ot exiatenoe,. isOMthing that doea not enter 

into t1ae real.a ot th• Jmowable, but atriba deep root• into 

the aoul itaelt. More oorreotl7, it 11 aCIDltbing that la ot. 

the •aaenoe ot the aMll. 

In order to aolw 11l1a 411-, Gerdcm maba uae ot 

• 

I 
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three term.a, oome4 bJ: bilnaelf'., thCNgb tbe oonoepta tbe7 

embod7 are not UDtam111ar to the atwlent ot pbiloao})b7: 

CHAVAYA, •IJmnediate experienoe"; llAVAYA, 9be1D&"; and BAORA, .. 
111ntelleotual Jmowledp•, 1n the aenae ~ the power ot oompre-

henaion ••••• •'.lhe tel'lll 11mned1ate exper1eno•' atande m1d-wa7 

between tlie term 'being' and the tera '1ntelleotual lmowlqe•, 
~ 

e1noe it 1a the mediating toroe between them.• "I.lmediate 

experience ahould be regarded aa thou.ah 1t were the opaque 

~1de ot the mirror; intellectual knowledge aa though it were 

b e transparent aide.•~· pt, ~un\ •Jd-ict 1>t.?I!!. JJN-i ?.,1jf • '( 
~f) ~fllXl ,.nta. ~!JC l~k 4\111) }11/~f) • f);i~: l';)f-M ~ fl,:!~ J>")f~ 
~" fclf), 4l~"" n!> f''JY,> , •Jfl ~s,,, .J\ffu9JC.f> P!'t Jlte. ~ P.J•';u1 uru1e:e 

r'i'I •fl 1lfl1 "61At) I'') , "13~1e.~ 'fi}(H 1f.c~ f>'tn ~flllt.f> , 'h'>.:>fl • ).t,Jfi 

rf, f~ f),..4\ • M:)l\f> 1•',\f 4'\•ff\f) Jt?I 111JlJ(') n.:>f> f!'lf>tt J)f•f)'fa I i>i.:>f>. /-flftf> 
•:l, ~.,,3f)f) /J>OAl ./'tMA'h "'· tc(j~ ,,, .. , .,., P" ref .n ro:> f) •l()f> 

l!>I P"flQI~ .nln~ f.:> jY» 1ef ''Int!~ ,I~ fl,\f,9a ;IYI' :.,j ~Dfll f'>X PJ. 
. ... ~ I >-~ •JI I G"°IC ft, ,.. I nl ' "0'&1l .A#n!> f) fo P>- Pie '!>, 4' /.fl 'le.It fi, P!jl'ftf) ..Nfuf) 

1-diate experieDoe ie superior to 1ntelleotual know-

ledce 1n eeTeral re•peo'•· llltelleotual knawled.ae 1• but a 

rracment, wh11• 1.Jlm94lat• experlenoe i• a totalit,.. Int•ll•-

otual knartleclp aka up •xi•tenoe 1.nto part• b7 -an• ot 

lh.ioh the a1nd 1• enabled to paap that exlatenoe aacl to trana­

Di t it part b7 part. lllmedlate experienoe i• not diT1•1bl• 

aor oan it be broan up into aectiou. (In a wol'd, it la 
,,,; 

lnt1nite.) l.>i> 1t•1> ,,, '""' , 'Pfn le.•~ ,,,~,,.., • 6'\?.!>f\6'\ w ,,..,_,., fl'tnf\ • 

~, f)~6) pa10~ f'IC .n1n1' , PR.l /'le ,P"f)ll) ~~~ , f>• rnn ,.,...r,..A •">f)t) 
, ,_,, .. ~ ,..,.,.." J'ft, .n1&J.A6'\ , .,.1-11"''P .n1.,1! ll'i\~~ ~l'f'/.IA M!>Clf\ .~·n !J"'• 
11e 't)' ·•• "• • ft'lftft Gf.,t> JUf\ t>i.:.in• • ..n,.10 f'.16 '"I) ,,,,,,.,., ~ .oTM'il 
i)J•it.I <!J..fi°().Jt• "'''c , .,.,,_,, .nl•n , ••mf) i'-a1c , ;rn 'j\f"n M~l P~I -t)I£ 
~·.f~ i~ ~le .,,, pG" .. p(j-,,, f)IM)ft .ltle '>':JA ,,-f!)f)f) W'> .,, • • Jt<Me.nA 

To the 4epee that MD'• lH'• attaiu a 4eptb ot 'PPDMi-

ate experlenoe, to tbat 4•aree doe• he OOll8 to teel dlml.7 t.bat, 

.. 
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a1ide from the 1l!Yeale4 lite he &110 11Tea &a DreYealed. 

lite, a Jd.ad of lit• ot 11b1oh hi1 reTealecl one ia a part. 

•• teela to hia innermost beiJI& that in aame 1peoial 11ADDer, 

lh• i• unitecl to thia universal and eternal oreation. And 
this unit7 11 so deep that man does not ••• hiuelt attaobe4 

to thie oreatiGD or loT!ng it, aa7 aore than he •••• himaelt 

attached to h1maelt or loving himaelt. (?:r 

'l'o Gordon, the si.-••t tra1ed7 which marked man'• spiritual 

evolution waa the tact that intell.eotu~l knowledce waa permitted 

to develop at the e&pease of imledi&*• experienoe. IIDediate 

experience, therefore, remained deteotive and undeveloped -­

that ie, it did not 0~1naall7 develop, aa did intelleotua1 

knowled&•. Intellectual. lmowl•d&• was thU8 assumed. to be the 

aupreme li&bt ot human existence, the onl7 toroe underl71nc 

human pero•pti~, the prime taotoi- -1B the development ot 

human nature. And 79t intellectual Jmowl•da•, to Which thi1 

pr1mao7 1n human development waa •••i&ned, wae la realitJ' 

onl7 part of 1.Jllllediate experience, •the real baaia of all . 
human peroeption, ot all humua licJ:it•. Por 1ntellechal 

knowleqe ia onl7 the advance guard charged. with the dut,- ot 

conquering and ~opening a wider and wider path tor the stream 

ot inned~ate ~rience. It• role ia to reveal the power ot 

OJIAVAYA, 1mmed·1ate experinoe, to create a situation 1D wbioh 
. 

..,,. 

it oan tunotion torcetull7. !brca&b the 1lADRA (intellectual 

Jmowl.edae) man tempera hia 1111Ded1ate experiace, directiag ft 

1n aooordanoe with hl• 14eaa. SUob 1• the role ot iDtelleotual 

lmowledge; ad t1ma ru- it hu rar fr• 1uooeeded 1D tult1111n& 

I 
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l at role. Per human oiY111sat1on ham lta be11zmlna• haa 

rested Upcm the attempt to liYe power to lntelleotual Jmos­

ledge for dominion oYer immediate experienoe and nature. 

l'bl'ougb. this power he baa conquered nature. aubdued it to hie 

rill, and compelled it to render lif'e leae arduous tor himaelt. 

8eoauae ot thia one-aided deYelopment -- and thia negleot Gt 

1ia 1.nlllediate experience -- man has not liYed nature, baa not 

txpreaaed hia own nature to the tull. Ilia lite haa been out 

a.way at the aoarce •••• 

!lhe path or proar•••, then, lie• in the development or 
me superior perception, intelleotual and intuitional at the 

1ame tiJDe; ill whioh neither 1.mmldiate experienoe nor intelle-
~ stual lmowledle will displace eaoh other •••• 

.. 

I 
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Ohap'9r IV 

LIPB AID OB:l~Im 

-

BXPilSIOI AID RBS!RIOTIOI Ill JllJIWI DBVKLOPDft 

The dom1nat1on .ot intelleotual knowledge oTer iJllDediate 

experienoe resulted• aa we haTe aeen, 1n the remoTal ot man 

trom the aouroea ot hi• being 1n nature, and 1n the ccmaequent 

narrowing ot hia ap11'1tual horisQD.. 

1\1.ia aarrowiag prooeaa ie ret1erred to b7 Gorden aa 

!ZDTZUll, or oonatriotioa. And, baaed upon the previous dual­

ism ot CJIAVAYA and llAXARA (ianediate experience aad intelleot­

ual lmowleqe), he now depiota a dualism wllioh ia maniteat 

tbrou&boiit })uman lite and expreaaica. 1'b1a dualism oanaiata 

in CJIAYDI SHEL HITJIPASJITUDI (lite ot expanaicm) and OBAYD 

BHBL ftDITZUJI (lite ot reatriotion). 

iJ\11( J>ltfl It.If\, "~<if> /X '>~I• n';)I~ lt-tflt f">~.C? P~lef> .. ••• t 

-,.111' 'fn fi IS)Jl~I 1fi~ ltl~ -I pt')lr.IJll/ ,,,,,~ mA~ : UAJt pfi.1>J1I 

~ in'6.J"' ,.,,1o. "'''- epMn ..,.,.,,, ,,,.. ...... -i'i'ur> 141-,.1 u·~ ?rl ?.AM 
~le. P'f\''l:lK PJ•tc. Pl5l~f, - ~IJ1-f'> l'>lie.. JaJe. .nfl'j'fi"'t'I> .nlJKlt.fl P>- 11'?Uf> 
""fl~• N"u Ptn'Jf, ••••• ~n->M11 Jatc ~r,j.ftef~ ,,,..,," .n/di" IH'~fl.. 

MJ • ••• • I.Alie. 'l''n"n 't•G'fl #tie PINI'~ ...... t- '.:•• areat reliaoe w.paa 1Jltelleotu.l lmow-

ledp, hWDaa oiv111aat1oa baa tea494 to •aooop up lite 1a 

buoata• Uld to produoe the CllAYD SllKL ftDBUJI. 9l1• 

prooeaa ie aeen 1ll aoieaee aJMl art. tor ex•aple; the tOl"MI' 

•••Jd.a& to oont1De aatu:re iato labarator1ea, the latter 1n1;o 

ml8emu ad. ar1; pller1••• •.a:t wt.• Geld• oom1•t• d1apa-
• raa'nalJ'. 8 the7 laT1te m to taa oooaaioaal uoura1- 1Dto 

nature in order to reoei•• 1D11truet1oa, to observe aJld •enj07' 

.. 

I 
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ll'laddb• and Sohope:abauer Retate4 
J 

At great length and with deep iuipt, Gerdcm retut..-a the 

~· !Peaa1miat1o philoaophiea ot Baddha and Sohopenbauer. Ke per-

ceives that their peeaim.inl i• d1ametr1oall7 oppoaed to hia 

paeeion tor lit• -- lite 1a all ite expanaiveneea and rioh-..... 
Both Buddha and Schopenhauer ocmtended that there ia no 

other aolution to the lite ot man than _the oamplete denial ot 

ite, the necation ot the will to live. 'ftntOQlb ne1at1on, man 

will arrive at a OO!lJ>l•te necat~on ot the will 1n ceneral, to 

absolute nothinpeaa or Birvana. 

Gordon arpea that the striving tor Birvana, the ve197 

egation ot the will, ia but a JIAJliteatation ot the will -- a 

eaire to attaia acmetbing. While retuting thia Baddhiat 

dootrine, ·be believed that it had made a valuable contribution 

1n revealilla the utter depth• ot em.ptilleaa ot manta oiv111sa­

t1on; and the depth• et hidden aapirationa ha the aCNl ot man 

toward.a a lottie worl4. Bat 1aatea4 ot •••kin& the anawer 1n 

a lite ot true e9aaa1on, 1a a lite 1nt1nitel7 deepened u4 

broadened, it made the error ot seeking the answer 1a - oomplete 

••cation • 

• 

.. 
f•c:> r~ Pfc4) - /'J?n .nf·f&r fl~·ICfl I n/l?'.}l .,,, •ICl.I • 

P1ci. 1/'h" ft. 'ff>- •a P•'- f)f)•tt.t tc•n ,,,.x ? "'"'' f>•JN '>ra'.n• 
S ;• ? N-~ )-ttf)f jet) 1t.'f 

.. 

I 
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• Beautz 

In beautf too there ie this expansion and reatr1ot1on. 

Ill sculpture or painting we t'ind an ezample of' the YOPI SBBL 

TZDITZUll. Jlere the torm oreatea the ooatent, whioh haa no 

:real bearing to the real material 'being aoul4ed b7 the artist. 

·0n17 the torm lina; the object itaelt hu ao lit'•. !he YOPI 

BoL BITHPASJl!'U'S ia exemplified 1Jl ~1Y1Dg oreaturea or planta. 

F e beaut.,. ot their torm emanate• from the JJ.b. that ia withia 

fhem; th• decree ot their beaut.,. exiata in proportion to th• 

ourrent of' lite that tlOlfa with1a thea. BTerf limb, eTerf 

~one, •Y•rf muaole abounds 1n lit'•, and aeema t'illed with acme 

id.den charm, aome aeoret power that t'lawa thrOQCbCRtt tha 

ontinuallf• AD4 whea that pl.ant or animal periahea, it• 

beaut.,. Taniahea -- even thoup the tOl'll remaiu 1lltaot. 

!be 'baaio obaraoteriat1o of' YOPI 8BBL Jlr.rBPASllfOm 

(beautf of' u.paaaion) liea in the abaeaoe of' delineation, 

1Jl the abaenoe delimited. e%preaaion. Lift. itaelt 1• ita 

peateet expreaaion. the beautf which the artiat oreatea ia 

more perf'eot, 'but at tile aame time ia ll01'9 oaaatr1oted. ••• 

~ tt.Gi~Jf .,,,.~f r ..,, fl fie 'f>f' !)•Jt !.I" /'';) •<i?'j\Jlf)f'> h~f)I). 
w u, ·ot•f)• • ,.,,., •!~ .,,M J.:J.J\ ?""JI ltl;:l ..,,,v,,..,.4> r~ ·ei·n , 

nreG°' .,,,,,,. J>IUef)h4> ft, •()I•~ . n.J.:>.J>f fllfU fl'l IJ ?f.nX -

fl Hfl f\lt•'>9f> f .:J IA~ •n ft.fr •n ?•}• f~I f\'n fl ''Yi\ 6 f'""tQ ~).) 
f\ P'O' . Polin Ile. pun PnfL l"'K pt>• Pn - 11~-yaJ •f)l1'l PfA' llf" 
• - n.,f.)f) , 1'e!n 1 f\'M> , ,J.,., . Pll'i'fl f)•ln f) ?/It.. fie Pnnn ''"­

P<S>'i\tl p "nfl P?.5 ..,,.u p•e • .neA 1 , pf')fa 11 p .. ,, I\ ?lnx te.'lt PJ>., 1J 
P&•>-',)fl .,"''P' s; - ,,,, G , .,.,e fa . _,,.,.,. u .,, Pft'i' • i""f, -an.,1 

''"' p11. '3' p!IA df)-~ /'IC l:J ,Ml• : P~J POfl lf>.S •/c ~eii Ifie:> 
n1e- 11.,•!~ ,,.,,~ '"" kl ~s·k. .nn~e '"' w ?"IC , p,,~ ,., .,~ ~ 1J 

I 
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ID h1• quest tor beaut7 1a _l1t•• man wa1 oontronted with 

a dlle11111&. llan.7 ot his own ph7eioal f'unotiona and oraana are 

deoidedl7 removed tram the realm ot beaut7; what 1• he te do, 

then, 1t he aeeka beaut7 in 11.t'eT 1bere are two possible 

alternat1Te1: llan may utilise outer means ot emphasizing what 

11 beautiful to the point ot diTerting the mind trom that 

which ia not beautitul. Or, he ma7 enhance hie •inner li&bt• 

to suoh a decree that all that aerYes hia aeeda, but po1aea1 

t'orma that ue not beautif'ul, shall "be made to talm on the 

character ot a small olet't 1n a 1lorioue atruoture thrCJDCh 

which the areat lite t'rom within will shine outwardl7 and 
~s 

compensate tor the t'aultJ' torm•. 

It was the td.rat ot the1e alternatives which human 

aocietJ' chose. Beaut7 was utilised to distract the mind t'rom 

that which was 1:111aeathetio, by emphatio exaggeration, and b7 

illuaor., beaut7. 

Quite ocmaiatentl7, Gordon pretere ti:i• second alternat1Te. 

'!'he 1mpertect1ona ot lite oannot be oorreoted b7 beaut7 ot 

torm, but 0Dl7 by•the superior light that shines t'rom within. 

oae has but toaeek lit'e, and beaut7 will emer1e ot 1teelt. 
, P"'Jl1'in P11ntt /1'1*6n ._, P•D• /''~• ft, P"n~ ~ J>/1e?f" flfl';l ...r-.., 

p .. ,,lf,, P11nlf\ /" P,:.~tl fe, I.In- ~re. P•n•OJt P'>f, MM> ftt/t/~ "''nef 
P.ltfl f,_,, ... ...... ''11Jlt. ·~I· '.l , tOO'iti0f) ..hXkf) .n1'. p•fCi'i'K lie. P•n•:>&A/ "" 

&r l&QJJ -'"''" ..tt/n~ G f" ,, . ..,if n ~ .. ,r,.,,. ,,P.txxf> P"n~ ,,, A:.J.xf 
'J\IAJ.i ..,,~ l<t' ~ r,, >-·•f>f P41tf) "3' ''u'" ·&1· .,, , ~ P&>nll 

'" ~·lt.f~r /'''- ,..,,"f) P"~ .,.':·~~ .,,1. ........ f>J•·Wll 'A.lt>-,,qK 
ft~ .p~er,W lt'f\lf> .,,le';) Pie 't) , 'Jl•Me 'f>''"' ,Ji 4>'>lhfl 'f>''"' 

• 

I 
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Love and Oreatioa 

Gordon applies t.bia prinoiple or RI'l'llPASJl'l'tJ'l!I and 
(!• • 

TZIMT'LW not 0Dl7 to beaut7, but also to love. •• detinea 

•auperior love" aa a love given indepeadeat ot r .. '8l'd or 

reoognitioa or reeponae trom the objeot or that love. Su.oh 

a love is a trul7 "high reward tor the privil•&~ ot living•; 

t 1• exemplitied in the perao.n who worahip• nature ... a love 

hioh ia indepeDdent ot rewal'd, unrequited. llhen love aeeke 

wponae, •JJDP•th7, etc.• however, it tu.me awa7 trOlll thia 

uperior toroe. !h1a ia eumplitied in tbe love ot man tor 

nan, where either reciprooit7 or love 1• required or some 

peo1al tie ot tamil7, intellectual ld.nah1p, eto. It is 

tense, but leas assured. It oon~aina a greater magnetism, 

t also a greater repellent toroe. It ia baaed cm torm rather 

an on content, and ADJ' blemish in form mara it. Ill a word, 

Lt 1a •cONSTRicTBD•. I 
!!le love ot man tor WCll&D 1a u indication to Gorda that 

Dature 1Dten41 - aa it doea all 11Y1D& thin&• - to have a 

pt•ater share in the prooeaa ot oreation. (llerein lies the 

strength ot sexual desire.) ~lJ wben it ia exeroiae4 f'or 
.. 

thi• prooeaa ot oreat1oa, does it exist ill lta lott1••t f'Ol'llJ 

lben it atepa ORt ot the 11.aita demaacle4 bJ oreatlveneas, it 

beoomea de19nerate, 4et1le4 and reatrieted. 
I 

Artiatio or ao1ent1t1o oreativeneaa, too, 11&J' ~· !!J)!l!ive, 

lfhen there 1• a ompleM devotioa ot .. , ot all his power• ot 

bod7 and •oa.J.. to the ematent ot hie ereat1on; Ol' the7 -7 

,.... 
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beoOllll reetr1o'8d b7 the limited de•lr•• of hi• e10. 

Id••• And Dleil' Creation 
.. 

In epeaJdng ot idea• and their oreat1on, OordOD departa 

rrcm the 1enerall7 aocepted notion that the Tal141t7 ot ideas 

ma7 be determilled b7 their objeot1T1t7 and uniTeraal appl1-

oab111t7. Dlia point ot Tiew teDda to r•1ard aa idea with 

auap1o1on 1t it 1a aubjeot1Te, and t1Daed with paaaion. 

!he truth ot an idea, he oonteDda, 11•• not 1Jl ita 

objeot1T1t7 or 111l1Teraal1t7, but in ita expreaaion ot the 

essence ot ind1T1dual aubjeot1T1t7, or •ot the oamplete 

subject•. A talae idea or a wrong idea, 1• not one that la 

ot abaolute1.7 object1Te, but 1a one that 1• not abaolutel7 

bjeotive -- the expreaaion ot the complete aubjeot. •To the 

tent that a lite-aooount i• more aubjeotive, to tbe extent 

t 1ta roots are more deepl7 &l"0'1Dd•d ill the individual, to 

at extent the lite-aooount 1a more T&l14, more endowed with I 

t
rimordial matter, and therefor• too to the same extent it 1• 

Qt 
ore ot an object ve truth.• And eve17 suoh idea 1a a nn 

reation out ot that primordial -tter. 

1!11• OHativneee 1• atrcmaer when the ideas ot 1n41v1-

auala olalh in the prooeaa ot their beaming. A oontliet ot 

14••• 1• valuable in that it leads to a olaritioation and 

deepenin1 ot ideas. Dii• does not mean that one ot the 

dieputanta 1• canv1Doed ot the superior truth ot the oppoa111c 

.. 

ide. Rather, eaoh Uaputant beoamea peNiatent and olar1t1•• 

to himaelt hie 011D !deaa. 8uoh a clash need not pnera te 

.. 
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oppo•ition and elimit7. Qa the ~ontr~, it malme roCJlll tor 

autual UDC!eretandina and reapeot, ainoe, inaotar ae the- 1deaa 

are original, the7 complement and enrioh eaoh other. Jlatrtd 

and strife, atatea Gordon, result not tram th• diTersit7 ot 

i>riginal ideaa, but from their petrified and stagnant torma. 

ftlis ia particularl7 true ot dopati&ed rel1g1oua or pol1tloal 

?&l'tiea, or even among areat thinker• who 1na1et on eatabli­

shin& the truth ot ideas b7 exaot to1'11Ul.ae. 

• 
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We are now prepared to oonaider the pr1no1pl 1 wh1eh 

permeated all ot Aaron DaT14 Gordon'• thinking aml wr1t1na -

labor. It was to him the aupreme ~lt1llment ot 1tan, th• 

prooes s b7 11hioh man would j e1n hie om lite w1 th that ot all 

nature, and attune hie apirit to the •uniTeraal idlea•. 

To Gordon labor waa not - a1 it has been to Dl&DJ' ot hie 

ao-oalled tollawera - a mere inatruaent tor aotual.isinc aooial, 

politioal, or national a1ma. !o him it was a pawt1rtul oatal7at 

which could unleash the auppreesed oreatiTe potena1iea ot the 

· human ap11'1t, an4 oreat~ anew the nation, and the hwnan raoe. 

It was the higbeat •dium ~ re1enerat1on ~ JDaD, woman, the 

tam1l7, nation, and human1t7 aa a whole. 

Back ot the idea ot labor there nmet be the piurpoae ot 

reoreating lUe. Por thouands ot J'•ar• man baa bieen taucbt 

that lite reaUlbled an ant-hill witbiJl whi:ah his entire w~l4 

waa reetriotecl. ~lJ' 1Dt the o1q, he was told, ooiuld he tind 

the truita ot o1T111saticm and oulture. WhateYer exists oiut­

a1de the oit7 aenea merel7 to Met the needa ot th~ o1t,.. 

Wh°"er 11Tea outa1de the oit7 belcmaa to J. lower eaete, and 

neither needs nor 1• oapable ot enjoJ'inl the art, aoienoe, 

and poet17, 1n *1oh ariatoorao7 d•li&bta. 
~ 

A similar trad1t1cm ba4 taatnecl 1taelt upon Jewiah 
(ft 

lite tor oentur,.ea -- a Va41t1on which Gordan 4• pl7 reaen"4. 

Aoo01'dini to thi• trad1tl•, labor wu a nr•• ~oaecl upaa 

' • 
, 
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man at hi• departure f'ram the Garden o1' Belen. Durin& tbe 

Kiddle Agea, the aood 111'e was reprded 1D tel'llUI or rel1-

g1oua contemplation and atud7, rather than 1n terma o1' produo.: 

t1ve (11l8JP>Al)labor. Ill the eooial h1~raroh7 o1' the ghetto. 

the rabbis and aoholars atood highest, then oame the merohallta, 

and .. t the f'oot o1' the PJ'l'amid atood the manual workers. Wor 

did the Bmanoipaticm of' the Jew alter 1'undaaentall7 thia OGt­

look. Under capitalism the h1gbeat honors were bestowed upcm 

the liberal pro1'eaa1o:u; then upon buaineea and 1'1nanoe; and 

the manual worker still f'ailed to aohieTe a plaee 1D the sun. 

It was this traditic:m and this attitude that Gordc:m 

strove to overo01De. Ke wished to reTerae the hiatorio prooeaa, 

•to oreate a 111'e not onl7 atron1 enouah to oTeroome oit7 1D­

tluenoea. but to draw the oit7 under th• 1n1'luenoe o1' the 
t-i-

villaae. • Be wished all workera to••• themaelTea not aa 

wap-earnera • . but as aotive agent• 1D the creation of a new 

national 111'e, each enriohing it by hi• labor• eaoh contribu­

ting hi• share to aatiafJ' the needa o1' all. In hia Olm wol'dai 

•Labor now propoaea And l•J• 411111l tbe ob.allenge to draw 

man f'roa hia enTircmment. to break up the ant-hill, and to 

guide him to a 111'e eternal. Labor eTen aeta 1tael1' the 

goal of' f'reein& the spiritual po•••••iona o1' ... -- aoienoe. 

poet17, art -- ·rraa their bcm4s and to guide them to a 11.t• 

eternal.• (!I~ 

.. 

" 
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Gordon took iaaue alike with the attitude of the •older 

eneration" that the worker was a lower oreature. existing , 

nl7 by the sraoe and oharit7 ot the non-workir (and theretore 

should be pleaaed with whatever remanerat1en waa ottered hia); 

and with the attitude of the proletariat that the worker i• a 

"apeoial oreature•, b7 whose araoe and labor other• exist (and 

theretore all that he acquires ~elonca to him anJhow). Gordon 

wanted a normal attitude. the laborer ie a person, neither 

more nor lese. lie 1a a ~rson worJd.!&, who has ohoaen to aork 

tor a livelihood, working to redeem the land. Ile wan"ted the 

worker to be no parasite• but to prov14e tor hilllaelt, to Warr"f 

t" tor h1mselt, to rejoioe tor himaelt. 

Par tram beiDC a drwl&el'J' thrust upon thoae who are 

unable to r1•• h1&her in the aoo1al-tinano1al h1eraroh7. 

labor ia a 1oal to be atriTeD tor. a torm ot sp~itual aelt-
~. 

expression. an expre1sion ot the disnit7 ot man, an e1aential 

element ill a lite ot expansion. Gordm e.pplied to labor the 

Rabbinioal maxim, \n1. •>"f>nl Pl•-»fl ,,~ .. .,. (ie., tor he 
T" . 

belieTed that •the reward ot labor la 1Dherent 1n the work; 
<fS" 

otherwise it talla abort of ita lmaate nob.111~. • A poem, 

tor exam.pJ.•. whioh doe• not reward 1ta author with om:plete 

spiritual sat1ataot1oa 1• aot a work ot 19D111a. 

Labor -..t not 'be vined aa a toroe that absorb• the 

entire man, leaTiq hill no poaaib111t7 tor tulr11linl hi.a 

huqer tar lmowl•4&8 an4 art. .&a lOD& as Mn oling to the 

banal Tin that work an4 0\11~ ~ mtuall7 oppoaed to ••Oh 

• 
• 

• 
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other, tha- a worker ehoal.d not be a hi&bl.7 o11ltured - .. and 

that a hi&tllJ' oultved man oannot be a labore~. thea the whole 
(4' . 

pbilosopb7 ot labor la worthl•••· Gord.an 1oea eo tar cm th1a 

point that lle retera repeatedl7 to-·the intelleotual proteaaiom 

aa •non-labOl'iq,, DGD-pro4uot1Te •leMDta. • ~ 

Cann tiJad 1a labor a teroe potent enoap to tuten th• 

laborer to a aattraot1Te oareer ot labor! !bia ia the 

queatian whioh Oordoa poaeaJ but 1D hia oharaoteriatio taahion,, 

he oompletel7 •Tad•• anneri.D& the queati• and oantenta lit.am 

aelt with •k1ng a drmtio appeal to th• reader to find thia 
fl•tft fttf>•~ ~a ~·SM~ •' ,,,. , ?1Ktc1> (; 'Iii 1un ,,a,..,, 

toroe • .,.,"' •n .,.,,,. .,~ _,.~1' ~ 'iHf> "DJ .1>1e. .,,•'Jl•• , ;,~.:> J>"IK ,,! 
1J>'lt.-,I f>'a/G.n 1t'•~<i J'IC ,l,111~,J>lc~ft _,.r,c.llf) W .f)'iall> ic, P'?&f) f~ 
'NJt'jj .n~I~ ~·~ /•le. l1c. "~'P ·~Jt '}6/JI 1tlo .,nJ1&1!Jtf> n~-a .n-a,.nA 

flrl/ ,,.,,n c.e.1 w fu.f1-101, , "'AJI u•1eA, n~ lt.~f ~ • u1c. 1J•1e.J.KN ~ 
pJ91 ,.l.f> d"ll -, 1UA t>ID ~ ttfi•1' .alt>e IQ .hl•M {"11~ lt:l;ff' t>fio• 

'"'''Jl•nt '?"" M~,.,. -n•lf.ll &aJ• r... tr.=> -"'" ,r,,.. . f>ll~f) it .~ 
pi6°~1·1c f1t., P"nlf> la& 60J.f> t;)J)/1'.. 111 inon•-a ~Jc. ,~.,,, ~I .t1lJf> f).AllC? 

pnJ>m, !J f&. ?tt / n I fi 'fe'a:) I lflQ.J r._ r.~)- '''"'~ ftl;)f., IJI ftJt~ •• •, •• ffi-;. 
«) • .f4$N (dtle, M ~ "&.f' 4>-' ')')i;a,,_ •fi1& ;..,..~~ 'N?"lt .n.lf> 
Perhapa we ahoa.14 olarUT the teraa •iabor• and return 

to the so11•; 911a doee not mean,, to Gorda,, that eTel"J'. 

1nd1Tidual ahCNl.4 toll aeTeral haara per da7,, tilling the 

soil. Ia tJpioall7 o ...iooutQrJ' tuhloa,, he explains 1ihat 

VOIWI •rel.J' Mana tbat 9'f'9rJ' 1D41T14aal - ..... thaap h• 

eyer talma plow 1n baDd or ocmoerna h1maelt with the tilllq 

f · tbe soil - . m.at .. rpetuall7 be an aotift apnt 1a the 

ont1Duou .proeeaa ot orea!;ienal labor. It Mane t.llat th• . 

oonomioi.117 and oulnrall7 that 1t haa maintained 1D th• 

enturiea ot ita Diaapora hi•'-7• 

.. 

• 
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So baeio and tar-reaehing ia the oonoept ot la1t>or to 

Gordon that he teele ueured that it will alter r~lo~ the 

totali t7 ot social relaticmahipa. Pr• it there ah iJUld sprin& 

ent1rel7 nn relaticmahipa between the na~ional re-tawalmninC 

et tbe people. the rebuilding ot th~ lud. the oult111ral re­

nai11anoe, the worker. the emplbfer. - In taot. the l~etura to 

the ao11 bJ' the people beoomea to Gordan a magio t0!1oh-atone .­
which will ooaplenl7 reToluticmiae the aooi&l orde2~. 

I 

• 

• 
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CJhapter VI 

!D omcmn <:. •ATI<mALI• 

If' labar i• the corner-atone or Oordon•a pbilo1oph7. perhaps 

nat1on•11D ahoald 'be oonaid•Nd 1ta p1Jmacle. Pm; 1D Oorclon•a 

awn wor41, S'I) • . f1e1t 1 <f'>tt'i' ftc?6 1 H 4''n.lt :tctn (J..>I' ...ti ,,.....,"• 

Por Gardon WU DO weaftr ot ph1loeoph1ea &Dd CODHpta 1a the 

abatraot; it waa with the praotioal problea ot recleeminj hi.a 

people that he wu preoeoap1ecl. Am nat1oa•11am am ita 

1mpl1oat1ona were upperaon 1n hi• ld.D4, ror tb• nation - aJld. 

not the ooaoept • WU the raTorite ot h1a ranoJ'••••• 

11hat ahall the .... 11.te be! AD4 what the an m.DT LUe 

iteeU will JD'OY14• the anner. But ane pr1no1ple lm8t be -
taken into t0ooaat: There oan be no :regenerated lite ror the 

1nd1T14ual unle•• there 1a a regenerated 11.te ror the whole; 

more 1peo1tioal17, ror th• nation. Por tb8N oan be DO re-

created man rithaat a reoreatecl nat1cm. 
lJ>'? .f•&"\n ,...,,'id' /h•n , (rfi P•tt-.n P••n f''e'i' ,u,.f ,••n.f P'&~ ~ /ft..11 

fl!>IMn flJ? ,,,. •. :::i.-•~n Pi l'te-> t14'n ~c. J'l&I ,P•e,•n l'~tte.f 1»n, ~··• 
~H""lU> ,,, .,,,_ P>- qi J.J 1'11d1 • ffit> •~J .. .,,,fl "'*- ,.,.tfe# : e0.). 

'!J • P·fd? p J•I&. • ,-;.•911 .,.,.,,,~fl -hit. ,,.IC,, r~• , ffi., ,,, ..,'Sll) /"it' • • ,,,f) 
P•k-a ,..,,.. U, LAl•6QJ91 I•~ .1thl1tf)f P!Jl,._fl '17'? ?fHf>I ~Hf> 

SJ} •.ffif> ~ P~I ffiM .. 
!'he natl• la ao wie -obanioal acgrepte w1th1n a 

I gate, a oolieotiw pRaaBnlS.'7 - or 11h1oh the 1D41T1du.al 

human peraoul.1t7 la 9' - ....... ._... 
- l9'~ ~ ffiN p-G;e V: 'J2•A 'ft-a,, fU•lt.- •Ill&.•• 

../) •v.,ef) .,,., • .,,M., ,,,,,,.,,,,,. .A11••1e., 1n j""'I' '--. IWI~ ~.n•U,._. 
• • • • • • l.J II - n ,.. lc..n 14° ,._ nJ , It. 

' 
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PfH~ 41c. ':J , •.-.bte. ,y,. .n•tlJIC.f /?6 / P.no PYJ ·~ {'IC, 
1n1 f'rll ' 1>Jt11e.f j'i> 1e.1n pa1e1, & - P.tao ''"'J 1e. P••n" 

I Pf> P ~··l'i''jlf> p un#i) IJ ,(,,,.,nE,AQM I JC. ,,,, ,,., l.Allf fe •n ./)/e. 

5Y " . P11AIA°€ "1'A.t> 

Gordon aptl7 compares a nation to a tuDel. "J~t it• 

'wide reoe1Tiq end endless exiatenoe is pq11red in·, ~rhile 

through its oonoentrated., restricted ellll• '11• tanne· empties 

it• content• into the soul ot man ••• The na-lcm tb• ref ore ia 

the force which created the spirit of man. It ia tJl.e link 

which unites the lite ot the 1.n4iTidual to the lite ot man-

kind and to the world at larp. • 
f"'* 

We mwst reina~ate the nation to it• former str••nath, he 

argues. !he tull power ot the oreatiTeneaa ot the buman apirit 

has not 79t been realised. 'l'he human apirit Jlll8t "l~°" ill pro­

portion to the arowth of the hUll&ll oonaoioua:aeaa. ~is cannot 
~~ I 

be aoh18Ted Without a thorCJaCh repnerat1oa ot the ration. 

Die author appi-oachea the queation of nat1onaljLa" trcm 

the Tantaae-poillt tJ6 ita cm.pcment element• - the 1.JMli T14ual 

and the nation. Por the 1Dd1T1dual Gordon presor1btaa a 

return to nature, to a lite ot upanaion aDd •reati ~•· Be 

frankl7 recoanizea, 1n spite ot -hi• nat1ona11at1o tllesi•, 
. 

that human. uture aa a whole eazmot be regenerated µal••• 
the 1nd1T14ual hu un4•r1one the p-oeeaa hSaaelt. ll• the 

individual_,. liberate him•lt trcm baaio eulaT1Q4 

pervertiq taetora will 'be d1aouaae4 1n the 0•1»1 

• 
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!he tam1l7, wbioh ia the link between the 1n41T14ual 

the nation, ia anoth9r requiait• tor the reTiTal ot the 

In the tamil7 are toum all the normal ti•• - pb'81oal . 

paJ'Cholo1ioal, material aDd epiritual - that are eaaential · 

or the perteot oolleotiT• lite. ~ t'mld-ntala 11DderlJ'inl 

e tam1l7 met be ra4ioall7 ditterent from thoee whloh 4cm1 ute 

lta lite toda7.• aut Jut how thla radical alteration ia to 

tab place - (be7ond the empbaeia upon aelt'-dieoipliM, loftier 

attitudes, equallt7 ot aexea, and ot eouree the general pre­

scription of labor) - Ool-don nowhere atatea olearl7 or 

spec 1tloall7. 

It 1a tbrOQ&b the •1ar1e tam117•, the nation, that the 

complete revelation of natural oolleot1•• lite ie aoh1eTe4. . . 

Although the nation ori11Dated human relatlona and human lite, 

the nation ot toda7 ahawa an u-reated deTelopmnt at the 

stage of pr1m1t1T• man. Reatr1ot1oiaa that toda7 are preaUlll94 

to 11m.1t the 1Dd1T1dual 1Jl h1a aota - theft, oheatiDC, 

tor1er7, llll'der, •bf992Mtioa -- are not OD17 tolerated b7 a 

oat1on, but th•J' aene to add to 1ta repatat1on tor hero1D 

and tar llGrJ"• Beoauae ot the•• abuaea on the . part ot nat1CllD8 1 

1om thinlmra ol.&1* that the oonoept of nat1onal1D la a 

remnant ot anolent 4&79, a t~e that oheob hUMD aal•at1on, 

a thing ot. eT11 which tnl.7 emano1pate4 1D41Yi4ula ahnl4 

u.proot trcm their heart• and 4eatr07. • 

I Diat Gordon 41tr•n Titall7 tr• th1• point ot Ti•• 

• han aeen abOTe. •n -17 4•• be Tin nat1ona11•• aa a 

Btl'UJD8Dt for the mpirltaal NdeaptlGD of wnJr1wt, but be 

.. 

, . 



-4'-, -
• 

will tolerate ao natloaal18• that la not exalted. &D4 eth1oal. 

The nation mut be d1reote4 toward the d•Teloiment ot tb9 

human apir1t, t•ud the ••aroh tor h'uth and :ri&bteou••• 

1n ita relat1oa with other people• and with all •nJc1n4. 

Bitber there mut be a o-.plete, ereat1Te, •thioal nationa­

lism -- or there B18t be none at all. 

1 Jrl).J( 6t>Jf>£ f)Jl:J ~ f)'>I/( 1-1 f\lcf..N .Jtl•Allc.f tc.f Plc.11 

~·<Ylt4) Pie i 1>5jlfl 'W S>!pfl JN ll-,IJtJ. .f>lffl'i'.nt> lc:.l'i'J>t, ~WK 
P.~"t'lt.I> ')/Cfl 6 1>o.lo• l!J&Oi ?file., pel~·••lc'!' f)WJ.f> LU 11e 1k1c.M 

- 6i).)f 11~1' ti i:>M.em U.nl1c -;a•tt• ?t,lc.I P••.n'-\flf •Jl6~1 P"JJ/.ffllll>. 
?"rl>Jl}fJ /Jf OIJI Jtf)/e P-if) ")'i'•f },fl 4>h'11f1 ~(j;M J,._ •:J -

" . ....• P•ft'>lf)~I P'?~IQll I I~ P~IJt1' "lfJ/C- P•A-lf) j--a 
($"1 

Under the ·- -t1ona11-• which Gordon eapowaea, the 

natiou SSl.l 'be•m. more :r1ohl7, •ore protcnmdl7 1nd1Y1-

dual1•t1• -- whiob doea not at all •an •ore •1ot1•t1o. OD 

the ocmttrarr, •1ot1- - 11d1Y1dual. u nll a• Mt1ma1 ..;. 18 

re•tr1ot1TeJ it blpOTer1abea aDd blva 1D41Y1dual.1t7J it 

1mpl1e• the w1ah te enrleh cmeaelt at the expeme ot the 
(n 

1Dd1Y1duallt7 ot other•, to fatten throap paru1t1aa. ~o 

the clepee that a nat lte•-• aore 1n41Y14ual.1at1o, 1t 

will oonoern 1t••lt p:r1-:r1l7 with the lUe ot the entire 

nation, with 1ta ettort• toward the regeneration ot it••lt, 

tcfward the N .. mntioa ot the wbol• belq ••• !ha th• 

atrugle ap•t uplo1t•r• U4 GPPN••--• will not ~ a 

olaaa-atraaal•, 1nat tb.e •traale apiut th• •tlcm' • para-

•1'•• · 
'l'hoqb lard•'• IJ,or1tleat1ea flt .. t1ena11• laa• an 

1Dteuel7 ohaulnlatte rlq abeat s.t. Illa la n•at1al17 a 

• 
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pao1t'1at1o and. a apirltual utieaaliD. .. oppue4 ibltterl7 

'11• llilitar1at1o trappiqa ot *9 ~ lkt• to4a7 •••••• 

n in PaleatiM he oppoae4 Yehementl7 the f'orat1on et th• 

le&1on, or the kabomerJ althOQ&b h• 414 appron ot 4ef'eme 

preparat1om l>7 the worbra tbeuelY••• 

•!he &l'llf, • he atate4, •ia tbe bl1D4 •l••ntal f'aree ot 

tb8 people, the ooll••tiYe f'lat turne4 CNtward lnlt alao 1.a­

warct. Cona14ered 1D the li&llt of' the national ap1r1t the 

~ 1• a remnant of' the period when the nation, •nj•l-11D, 

eaat-11Jm, did not ?9t know haw to def'i.De 1ta 1D41Y14ual1t7, 

~°" to aaaert it• relatio~;P to the other v1b•• uoept b7 

eatina, puahiD&, b1t1aa.• llore than beiDc th• atrength ot 

he people, 1 t le the f'oro• ue4 b7 the rul.ln& power to 

olllinate the people. 
J>)'f>?Jt , •... • P0 lfl 'l"'i\~ , '.!>' UOfl ?Hf> h::>fl /elf) /c-;aJ I) • Ml~'f' Ml~I)" 'ne•~ fMlle.N P.Al~fl •• .,,, If>~ .l)~f..Cf) .... ,,,, eJf'> 

j Pi ~JI) ,._''>flfll •. · .. . "J>IA~ J>~ ?1.,~f'lf JW~· 1e.f ~Af\9), fl'l>J 
?t,/c. &I) '!> ,'1'--lf>l ·~:>~ 1¥tc.., ,flbfl Pl'tl ft1 P;f>I •n l'J>l-4/Nf) f 

- p~-. .i./•f>r, ft•,lf 41e1~ /flirt. fu t•c., -.fi~ , ~). P"''",, 
P l•'fl ~ ~ fll '~tiflf> Wn:> fe, 'AV•> /cf M/le.f) 

p" I J)I • lc.';>.f . I) l1K" ff) f,N f, •e, Pl'jlK?t ....... ./) 4) ? /(j' ,, .,, 

. ,, ) ... ... . 'flUI~ 1.N~ "'Jnv Pl,,,~ fie 

Clca'4on e11plop three tft'lla 1ih1eb ae baa1~ to an llimr­

tand.lna ot h1e oonoept ot •tioaal.1.na. !b••• tum are 

oond.o ._.nt•, "ti1ator1oal -nt•, Aid •ut1-1 1Jd1Y1• 

llt7•. 

-.S.atorl• --••• ~•r to thOM rn u4 1ael&M4 

au s.a h18tRJ" WbS8 -.. • .., the _, or ae ••l4 MA 

Y1eecl the atra.o1MN of' .... au.tea ud •ti-•• ~ .. 

• 
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There are ho ditterent ~· ot !hiator1o aomenta •: 

, oharaoter1ae4 b7 oOBqueata, oh~• ot banndariea, eto., 

ioh at.teoted the lmwn apirit pieatl7, but OJll.7 OD ita ' 

ternal •14•, in practtoal relationah1pa between natiou, 

tatea, and 1n41vi4uala. <nl7 1Ddireotl7 did t~~ - produce 

ermentatio1a9 ot the apir1t 1n ita ilaDer relat1one and on 

l ta ap1r1 tual aile. 'l'b.e aeoond tJP8 o.t ~iatorioal mament •, 

~1.tied b7 the emergence ot aew religions, produced deeper 

md more profound oUD&•• 1a the human apirit. A new 11.te­

~oceunt 1a opened up; and a MW relationship enauea with 

('' tature, 11.te, ex1atell0e, man. 

the •oo811lio moment•• - •• Clordon detiaea it - 1• that 

lloment When the spirit ot the pb7aioal nature 1 topograpb1o 

md ollm.tio taotor1 ot a people'• homeland, beoomea tuaed 

rith the ap1rit- ot the people. 8 !h1a 1• the aouroe ot the 

~ea teat . riohei ot a nation; heres.ii 11ea the 41.t.terenoe 

>etween a nation that 1• a oolleot1ve bo47 - alive, creative -

LDd a aooiet7 tha\ ia a •o.hanioal 11Dit7, aoviq and work1Dg. • 
v')9,fl.N l'* ii, ~ft/? : '>1'1tJ> ntc.:> 1

1110/'j> 01tlJ1 flt ./) •~fef?t,, 
•? 181 J>I f"n'i> ?ltpN If>~ • '>?t~ f>~I .Mlltf> It, el)/?';) J..5AJjJ6 

1 
Ml"-'> 

•! /'i''fl i' ~ , f)lf/Jt; ,,,,. h'j)Af'> f>&'itl I f\lf/lt:f) fi, l''H'> "196'1> ?IJ>X . 
I ~!)i ~')IC~ '"" :> • t>\,k I "" lJ.Alt !}:J •JI ,, >- ,,,,., ,,.,, ,,,,,, , ~,,, ,,, 

.l) ' ?"fl .l)l3-rf1c. ft1 <f.i'i'j>? tfSAy ~·, ''J>'"I 'NO/'j>f> <iJJtlll~ M3 ~) 
,19 ( .f>1''A It.~ 

t Appiifiii m... Wl'lla to aie Jniih peopi•, dOFdoD tlii& Git 
ln the diupora ~ "hiatorio aomnt• operate• with.ill the Jew18h 
~ople, preveat1Jli it tram 4P-n&, am J'8t UD&ble to a1n it • 
~ue. !'he ••ond.• .-at• eum01; be attaS..4 tor the Jniab 

t1cmal bdepeldenoe, 1D '1le cU.uperaJ it mat be attaine4 ill 
aleatiM. ~ •aatloaal taliT14ualitT' ia Natrioted u4 
~11nk 1n the diupar& ~fMr tbU'9 it feecla ·-Dot -.poD ita 
Ue-aoarHa -- 'bu' -:.:~.: ,.._ lta paat, _. •P• the 11t•­
ouroe ot otbera. ,,,..-. . 

I 
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•Bational iB41Tidual1t7• repreaenta a blend!Jag ~ the 

ooamio uad hiatorlo acmenta 1a a people. It reaelll>l•• a 

•partioular tor. ot union of the spiritual and phJ'aioal tore•• 

ot man 1n whioh •T•l'J' •mb•r ot the aation tiDlla hia apeoUto. 

personal• and spiritual upreaaioa.• 
')'i' ·~., , ')IOIP'fl CU1111'~ '-""c. - J't 1 AI lelf> (J.J)l~J~ fetf) 11'. 

J)f-;al6'f)N ""'" IC•f)t,, - ''>IG0r6'io <l»f,(4> i•'l!'i' I .,fu, ·~ 
J'•Altt.~f> .AIA!;fl • IJ./llt.J{ .. ,,IC- ~ f& 'fl'lt.6) "~1t..A fe, P'l?'jr'f> 

p /.I) pot,,OJ fl J\f n:>fl ii'>! fa 1Al1t.f', qn/1K n OIJ /'"':> •nlJ 
§M/f~f> 'J'i'Jf ~ntc, ~CC" 1t!NJ •~tJ>K '>f;lc. , ~1e1> ff, (P".Jf>I >-1> 
/If. nou1 "'" 4.tN '>'il'ff> 4llll4 • '"''".., , ~t>l•A.n ·etUn IJIJJi.o 

•f'f*'OIAfl '""!> ~ •kM ~nle- ~ ., t,fc, I 
1Nt~r,, ·f?>·••Kf> pfJ a) 

1 
•!,lie ,,f> . ~·It~ 1 ~f)/W~ 1f'j) 1oUlfl (J U/.o _,,, /e. l?t IC!IA Mite,,. f, 

4/) llc/i , ~?Iii( ll'j> /'":> It.If> 1 fJ>I~ f)lclt,'M) .hit. ~·tJt,,f Pk 

~!' PJAlc. If e,• lt'f'I fl'j\ ~ ?Uc. I P•?11t,X .l)J~ r. ,.~lfNI 
m:t..1a11 j>? 1') IJJ( 6) •ll'l\'j>O llj)f> l~lc. I '>'JHtJ ltlS)I I IN.h 'rN 

f>~N'>t , IA!-t 'Jfri' 'f>" "' ftp r;u, tM •e• w , 'j>!J '•• r-, 
") ". tN J., :Ji>A t"rl ,, ~'flt 

• 

, 
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Chapter VII 

BTIQSALIS• ilD SOCIALIB• 

O<llP.ARBD 

What shall be the •ocmaon 4encw1n•tor• tor the un1t1-

~at1on ot the Jniah people 1a the reoonatruotion ot Paleat1.De f 

_?ioucb Aaran l>&Y14 Oard.on 1a •14el.7 regarded aa the 

lh1101opher ot Labor Z1on1am, and aa a leading intluenoe 1D 

;be aooial1et1o 4enlopmenta 1D Pal.eatim, he oppoaed Yiao­

•oual7 the p-oup within Z1oD1am that cwer-ewpb•ai&ecl lta 

1J1it7 with the worl4 aocial1at aOTe•nt. 
4&N P•!" ft~ ,,.f-·!lo• r:11..Jll lie. P:.Jl•Jn P•'°•ftc.•llQA 

-"' Jf/ •e.i:I) l>tl~I> ,'"'f>'i''>flc, 1MtJ 1 /IC.:) llJA1 t~fe.. , ,,JM'i'I .,.,,,,c",,. 
'.J• ~r1e.. PJ'"-•"'""r ,.,,, *' '"' 'fli ,~1Sic•,.1oe f>.,,._,fl, 

..... ,. ·-·~" ·~ ",,, ;f>Jf --~1· . ~/)ft ~- fi ~9f 
IJ.n.., <111 .f)/e.. }'f,J "'"•••.trof> MIJ~• .n?I"'/ ~·ftt:flol> 

c.•) ., . J) ,,,,~., 

We who •••k the national reYiYal 1D Paleatillil han mum 

aore 1D om.on with th• •Jnllll •~· • be ~. than 

' rith the w•l4 prole15ar1an aon•nt. It 1• PNOlael7 the• 

rewiah boarbcma ~o ... t ntter 1D reYolution &Id ooanter­

~volution, topther with their lnlllbler Jn111h ._..._.n. 1'119 
I 
aame aooialiata who proolaia tbeir •JD1.P&th7 and 1oo4-w11J, 

owarda the Jna 1D their ••tiDC•• ban aot Mntfeated &DJ' 

at desire to a14 the Jewa 1D aolT!Da 1ibe1r prob1-. ID 
• 

ol.and• BunaUT. Ukl'aiDe, eto., tb•J" took ao aoticm to preyeat 

llits.pte tbl uat1-J .. 1ah YioleDO•• !he7 took no atepa to 

, 
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nt. Jlorecwer, the proletariat are not ent1rel7 tree tr• 

t1-Sem1t1am; i• it not the7 who rurJ11ah the turbulent moba 

at participate 1n the pogrCMDa ot oerta1.n land.a! 
l1e. ~l~'il? P 'Jll~lt P!.J,lt P•G°'orfft.•!lof) •.:> , ''~? /)ftJ/e.. ff~-a • 
Pfitc., PS)IJ)f! ... ltf' lie- pj,,.f ct' nAe pt~,.,~ w JttiatU .,-;.-.f ''/.J 1Ut/l'it 

'J'/C l'fl Pf, ,tc•6)11 f.:> fYt11'J ,P!.,fc.I PH ~,,.,,. ,Mf" "'"'~u ?'i''ltf)e. Pfj)A'il 

1c:{° 1>''>1'J •~, flJ',1"•t.'?, 1•ff0' ,'i"uff" ,P•uo'6t.•!tof> • 'j>:J G ''1''f4.I ¥1..:> 
rAl•n Gr·''"',,"? ..,,1;~Qe "W'i' .,,J-tf '""-.a ru<i$ '1'i>~ · ;- ,.,'jl-J 

P•41fllfl ~'? ,., Jj'(f 
1
?i>l>ft . f\.Jq, 'IS?!~ J>O''jlJ'i' P.1t'illn _, P'l~tl• Pf> 

4'· 410 ('f)Jt/ . po(iO,fi,,g.10,, q!N f>"l'.J~ /•le- J)e/?nf> ~ ft"c OJ.:> AK 
·~~•:J Pie ,('•(io1fte.19to P'''>"''>• P~?t ~fl ,P•QJMO,/>'nihl\,H?/f~ 

l''C, P •.,,~lf "" u..,,,..a .,,uef ur J•Jc• 'V • ~ •~.-.!" •f,Jff.. e1~11a , ~,, 
'"'~ N.!J'IJll., .,,,,.. "'"' ft. Jl'NlHll _,,,,?fl "'' U/&1'i'ft.f) (>6 'i>o--1 IJl 

~} ~ . . ... . 'J?lt.i' 'fln'lt , f>IMJIP,.11,e 6 ,.,nit:. ,,.,_,,,~ 
And thua, with a Tehe•noe which later Sooialiat Zionists 

~ave been anxious to OTerlook in the •tather ot Labor Zioniam•, 

!Jordon opposed the ooalition ot the PaleatSlae worlmra and the 

rorld aooialiatic movement. 1'h1a ••• one of the baaic iaauea 

on which he and the 9Hapoel Buatr• - ot Which he wu a lea4-

lng spirit - were 41ametrioall7i opposed to the •roaie z1on• 

~t hie da7. (ID thi• regard, it 1• to be note4 that the 

lbr1dged Basa79 of <Jor4on b7 Trad.ion and ShGOhet • and their 

translation b7 Burno•, do not emphasise thia olaah ot iaauea 

between Gordon and the Poale Z1oa. !tle7 aeea dea1roa.e ot 

ovtrloo1dng thia m.tter, aa Labor Z1oD1na ainoe Gordon'• da7 

~aa moved turther to the lett. &Dd .to a oloaer rapproaohment 

r1th the Seoond Internat1oaal.) 

To Gord.on, there 1• a protomd ditterence between aat1cma- • 

tam and aoo1al1a• -- a clUtereno• ot aoo4, approaoh, '8oba1que, 

philoaopb7. ot ~ wo 1&here 1• aenr &DJ' 4oal>t that 

• 
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wake or oapital as though it bad no national or human acoomit 

except to benefit the capitaliat. B7 baaing moat ot social 

phenomena upon a .. ohanioal, materialiatio interpretation 

(although it admitted non-materialiatio tactora as well~ it 

became impregnated with teohnioal thought. •The labor move­

mnt haa not 19t originated ~ profound bod7 or poetr7 or 

thought, exoept the one-aided thought or predioatinC all ot 

lite on econom101, and 1n the poetr7 ot elegies on the bitter 
(71 

lot ot the worker.• 

Prom the vantage-point ot nationalism, the atruagle 

between capital and labor oeaaea to be a totall7 economic one. 

I It takes on the •omplexion ot a natioD'a struggle against ita 

paraaitea, ot a atruggle or lite against deca7. Pram thia 

vantage-point, one aeea work aa •the strength ot the nation• •• 

and the strength or the nation must not be squandered reckleaa-

17. It ia thua imperative that the worker shall eat tul.17 ot 

the trui ta or hi• labor; that he ahall pr~uoe What the nation 

aa a whole needa, both or the creation and tor the spirit ot 

ita lite; and not what 1a needed onl7 b7 the parasites bring­

ing ab011t ·both national and human waste. 

· The labor movell8nt, then, Ill.Ult take on a national tora. 

It D11at pr1JDaril7 beoom1 ot direot, · ot concrete interest to 

the maaa ot the nation. Onl.7 thua oan it beome a trul.7 

potent apnc7 for bringina •the idea ot the tuture• to the 

nation. In aamewhat trtopiu faahion, Gordon imagines that 

the power will pua fr• the hand• of the oapitaliata to the 

• . , 

• 
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workers U tbe atrengtb of. labor - 1.e., ot ita justice and 

creatiTeDeaa - 1a sreat 8DCJQ&b to attract D81f deToteea to ita 

ranka f'r• the non-1aborera. 

Got-don dlf'tera f'rom those who believe a cooperat1Te 

aoc1al order exiata when the workera control the •ana ot 

production and distribution, regard.leas ot •hat oCllllDoditiea 

are thua produced and d1atr1butecl. ttwhen 1abor produces 

that whioh ia not needed by the entire nation but onl7 by 

the wealthT c1aaa, b7 paraaitea; or when labor produces 

1.natrwnenta or- warfare ••••• while the nation is in want ot 

neceaaitiea, then that labor beoomea oapital1atio, eTen 

though the laborera work on a oooperatiTe baaia and reoeiTe 

their tull share ot the returns.• 
tJl 

.. 

. . 

I 
• 

• .. 
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Chapter VIII 

PSYCHOLOGICAL BASIS P<lt CLASS DOllDAJIOB: 

('l'BE CLASS STRUOGLB RB-DD'DmD) 

Aaron David Gordon ridicules the attitudes ot thoee 

radical thinker• 1n Palestine who would aeek to appl7 the 

principle ot the olaea-atruggle to the enterpreneura and. 

worbra ~ the Yiahuv. lie regarded thia attitude aa lnliJ 

"sterile and talae retleotion ~ the atti.tudea prev~.,... 
f!.'1 

the livea ~ th• nations amona whcm •• live.• Amons .... 

nations, he admita, there doea exist a working-olaaa 

cap1tal1atio olaaa that provides emplo11D9nt for this claaa. 

The baaic relationahipa and oontliota exiating between theae 

two olaaaea are economic 1n nature. The Palestinian aoene, 

however, prov14ea an inatanoe of a national atruggle. lfb.e 

worlcera are natives; the emplOJ9r• are f'oreignera. It we do 

not till the aoil with our own hand.a, the soil will not be 

aura -:- not onl7 in a llOCial or national, but alao 1n a 

political aenae. (Aa we have •••n 1Ja the previous chapter, 

thia appMea equall7 well to the J'nieh position 1n the 

D1upora.) 

Gordon'• criticiam ~ the 8 olaae-atruggle8 

ia more buio, however. Ill hi• opiaicm, thia ao-oallecl 

•real1atio8 11aterpretat1oa 1• baaed upon the eame f'llnd ... atal 

fallac7 wh18b he note• 1n all aocial and cultural ~enomena; 

namel7, the f'allao7 ~ toro1.Jla tbe upeive totalitJ' of' 

I • 
, 

. ' 

• .. 
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• 

human lite into a reatr1oted •ou.ld, ot 8Ubjugat1D& oontent 

to fora: 
n•'A~AI f)tlfU>f> 4l~ t1n1n 4>1 e'I\ ,'11 l 1 f1c•?al "''"" qt• , -,ntc. flJx • 

Uee,x w -P"n~ ,f,,f!>f> -.!fl f-t '>jW? - ,,,,,.,,,.nfJ ?~ofl ~ P"M> .J>~ 
~18' 11 1., .q•n•f> :JI f,s 'l>">~n~ lCl/ , G;-.,~ !J~ h- ff:>n f"tli .-,?/::na ~ 
I w ~,,,Bf> "''~ '·Ci•f&K , Pl!t3f> l"; P11n~ ..t>lc. P'~'HA /1C:J 1:J , .,,,'iii, 

pJ.i~ tJ•tc. •1n 'prtd°f> • PJ!N!' It.fie. IJ'I'- lb frl'~fl 'jld., fJrf)/c 1 j::>.t>tS> 

'$') ... . .'f•lfl >-"'" ft:.JJt. 

Wealth ia ~ the onl7 mot1Tat1ng taotor 1n human aooiet7. 

1'he root ot exploitation lies, not 1n the social or eoonom.10 

o~er, nor in the pol1t1oal fora ot goTermnent. It li•• 

rather 1n the inherent desire ot man tor power. 
(., PJ>'ftn ~ P1e. ·~ , 1A!-l6> tn:J w tc£ qAf-1 I'm,, Pl""l'ia " 

'1':) ".p•(jjo/M J'J/•nl P'.ftfnn Ga P11>/Jfl ,P•?l/?X'» 

'lbe tow:adation tor all -.eter7 liea within the aoula ot the 

enalaTed themaelTea. 1'he major1t7 - the exploited workers -

pa7 homa1e to the fiat, reapeotiDg it out ot hatred -- humbling 

themaelTea 1D the taoe ot 1 t, aad each ot them oraTiJa& that 

power himaelt. So long aa man w1lla to dc:ainate man, evil will 

befall him ••• 
,Jl'GLJJc.fl J\/';'"tJ)f) Jlll).J)Q. )ii P•9-"/l /#I>~ "Jk (.l)Jlfl J/JIJ ·~f)N 
~If\ 1tl Ptc..j:l't'•UlctJ :JSl'i•.,:h'>> JJG1~~ ~ '''"P l~ft al>i VbJill 
Pt/cf> 111 lft1n10 f):lf> f>•~ Glt.~n IJ?tlJl'i' t11).lt.f> nl:Je, µ&,,. . .,.6f 

,li)'i''jl.Jc;> "? ~·J'"' P·~nfJ 1•4> P'?'i'Mlfl Jt1~ ~ , f>lt.?J.:J , 'tr>A#I 1t11>) 

· ">!-1'~ ~1l '"1 f' ~ · to•n i=I-;. ').I)' ';\'> 7? ~nu ?~ ~ f)Q, IN~ 
'f/~!)QI Pio?~ .Jl/IC..n'il \µ'i\I JIG'ftJn Jlflt.J)t;l •!) ,..nlfnY "'''Jt'H.ft f) 

')'>Hf ,J\N~f) ,, .. ~·IJ/.f> I ,,,.,,w.1> , 'W?lt.~ (ij,11,vf) fjq). Pl'f" 01)/.J> 

:~JD'»f\ ~lfke fllefM~ /tc.:>I .... J>lltAIUf> PfJJf> ~~ t>'M'I> I .hlWDJ)f> 

IJ ''1 • •:;, P.f,Jlc 11e. 1,,11c1 ; Pnl~ -1>/e. 1f p !.J.JtlJ ~~ ,ai.-5-t-a , •'ia'>R 

f'~"f) G"tc.~ -G'i~f OJ)g.J)t) jk:J~ . '''?'tf\ ~~J.::> P'A'j> ')~ Pf> I 19/.J~ Pl'if' 
' It.? !J

1K
1
, f.:u P">ll 'J'll ~ fi, /l<if•f> - Phl:JNI • P '.:>Uf> fUfc•&JI> r., 

11, ,, tlJ '<iXP I ...,,.. • ..t::!_ I 
• .-ISJ9 fUPF"t ,,.,.f,fl Pfl'i\ P1le?p.Jf> ~ ft I Pn:J 

• 
, 
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There was a time when the fist aotually did rule; again, 

there was a time when power was Teated 1n religion. Today 

this power lies 1D money. Perhaps tomorrow it will be la the 

bands ot aoienoe. WhereTer authority i• Teated, the .at. 
d•I& 

results will follow. One doea not baTe to be a prophet 

toresee that 1n the aooial order sought tOday - 1t realised 

1n the .tuture - the passion tor ruling will tind poaeibil1t1ea 

tor reaching its goal. "It, tor example, the rule be Teated 

1n seience, the power rill be no better than in any other 

form, tor it will not be exercised b7 acientiata who aacr1tioe 

themselTea tor the salm ot the science, but b7 professional 

scientists, b7 the arrogant, the men who force themaelTes 

into the limelight, just as when religion dominated. The 

real rulers were not men ot great and profound spirituality 

who sought God 1n order to aatiat,. a deep-aeeted, 1Dner need. 

So it will eTer be eTen 1t 1n some .tuture time power will lie 

Teated 1n a~permen. • (i'i 

Uproot trom the heart ot the 11'41T1dual the 1nnate 

respect wh1oh he has ~nloped tor the fiat, h1a own aenae 

ot tut111ty in the face ot it; take awa7 the prestige ot the 

ruling power -- anl its hypnotic power will Taniah. Buman . 
nature as a whole cannot be regenerated unl••• the illdiTid.ual 

has experienoed this inner ch•np. All attempt• to regene-

rate a people by · .. ana ot lal'inl out D81f aocial orders witbom' • 

reaching dawn to the roots ot the prob1•• are •re palliatina. 

"The torm •7 obanp, but the ••••noe will remain the aw, 

tor man h1Jnaelt will re .. f.tl ~changed.• (-t t 

' 
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'?hat thi• 1nvo1Tea a deep and fundamental ohange 1D 

human nature, Gordon 1a well aware: 
f)~fl ?/Jf)t) /tic, ':J I J>:l ~ IJ»Vtt f) •Jt(f,, l"tfcJf) •• ,.....,,, ,r,,. • • 

9>"1'j>'"fW /•"4 , Pctl~" '1QJ'i' 'ft'j>'A"' '"- JIVh~ Jtlh.JJ ·1,. 
410 ~ ,,,~ r., ?''",, ~nJ:> .,.,c .,,1t..,r ?'"i . f>O~ 1~ WWI.,.~ .. :. 
rv, Ji>N V\f1' 9.!'•'I} ,'1tlf'i\ tt.J!AJ /'1'. Pk. 1.1)/kiri pi1~0 CV'i)J'ia fr6')• 

')J)I• r>'t>ff 11~ ').!)#' , f'W" 1.1'1' ?nit. nt;, , Ob'i\ lil'/~ l!I WA'? lie. 

~ %Atp.N .Ate 'bl';):>' I~ f>'M~ ,Q'<\nJ>1t, ,,., nJli)J>14ll f)tl.t'i\ '>~tel <f•7>J> 
;,(lc<f) 'j~)I ~"IM> JlOIJA:l l!,Jf)~ f)llC!J)f°) 0/J.Jl J,5 5)"'A''i' lie. iflffifl 

1 .ftf!U) 
'lo) 

How will thia inner change be produced T Kere Gordon 

reverts to hia universal panaoea -- nature and labor. It is 

beoauae man 1a oompelled b7 h1a aooial milieu to live a 

lite ot reatriotion, rather than ot expansion, that he muat 

seek to expand hie 1ndiTidualit7 1D other wa7a -- through 

such wa.,., tor example, aa the aoqu1aition ot power. Were 

man to expand hia existenoe b7 11nk1ng hie soul to nature 

and the uniTerae, and b7 participating 1D the act ot ore~ticm, 

Gordon belieTea that this desire tor power will have lon 

its principal source 1n human nature. 

nl.:>6> 'loin/I tDlt 1:> 1J\IN:> "'~ ?'~" tef fllt.f\ /'G'f&f> .JJl1t..1t,, 

~c·'r,)• ~ f4 .nl•nf ,Pruu G? punfl ..ttlc. .nl•1>f nl.lf) • i'?J''"'ll> 

·~G'\)N .ni~J / r'~ ,..,.,t.n • P~H 11n "',,,,r ,ffl ,.,,1e. G P"' .t>'K fi;n 
I ').J\ll f? 7!!'~ '" f)l~l/ fl•#'? 1"l')Jtfl-. .,,,~~ 1 1?'.:>flf.I .f)tJA''i' 

(co .. : ) J)f•nf ~.0..,,9-1 ~a,., P'lef> 0$J p(i1c. .'Ml' •~ ~.s~~nf 
The temptation. to iiiii tlOi=don*• Pblio•Oiili7 to iirilam -- ih10h 
it reaemblea onl7 aupertio1all7 and oontliota with 1Dtrinaioall7 
1a seen 1D a reT1n ot Gordon'• Seleoted Ba:i' b7 1'11 01nsberg. 

.. 

which appeared reoentl7 1a the .. nOl'ib Jcnar (Winter 1939) : • 
•11arnam had n•&l•otecl the 1n41viiiii iid &ii deapi•ed th• natl on: • 
1n th1e it erred. Bat 1a it• attaok cm private propertJ' and 1D 
ita aearoh tor eccmcmle equalit7, llarxiam wu aoand. Small wcmder 
that the man whe nlcle4 the econcmio 14••11•• ot llarz to the 
nat1onal1at 14eal1• or ••rsl beo- th• revered 14eolog1at ot 
the Paleatine labor aowwnt.• 

la we han •••• tr• oar 41aoua1on, howeTer, thia evalu­
ati.on 1• ent1rel7 erroneou. Ool'don 414 ~ ••14 .together (Co11) 

, 
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fclf>fJ nx .n/1nf, .,,,,,, ?':JJl pt;t/C.f, "n ,,.,,,, (C!ott1.J · 

, pnnf'I ?l'ft"-' J>I?~ 1.Jtl•n~I . ? 1.:J)( tcJf>IJ f)JO( ?J>l'I ?'.3J< 

f\ V"tJ '"' n fi'tJJt .,.,., , , ..1tt•n¥ .n 1:J 'n I ,, 1.,:, f> Jt/c , on ,,,,,,,,~ · 
I • p ''>Olt. fi, I Pl>"" H UtJ')f) I l)HKV ?IK/Cj 

1 ,,~'i' .... . ... . ? ')oj,f) ~k wr P•tc ,e~ .,v;,",, 
(Junfi> t.lllf>/ ""kfl Jl'jV> '~ , 'fl'-'.# lclf) fl ,,. &Ip~ /"c. 4\? ,,,._ 

f11n.n ltc,""~~ IJc. ~,,_h 01>1 ·l"~ 114>• 1c.fi IAl'j>' 1c.I ,.N.,,J?,.,,,., 
1.!t•Jlllflf 1"''.l)h1tt> tf)'l/f>' ~ f."n.n~ p•?J" /IC:)JI 1:)1 ,~Aol ~ 

,v ., ·"''" u k.. 

.. 

l{Contliiue4 ti'om preoe41Di page) lii'i iii4 lersi; no o• wOili 
hate reeente4 th1e 1mpl1oat1on more than he. ll1• oooperat1Te 
8CODCDJ' WU non-llarxiat 1Ja origin, be~ but the natural aat­
come ot hi• •1'-nd. labor. and nat1cm• philoeopbT. Be opposed 
b1tterl7 the olaaa-atragl• ldeolog. the oonoept ot eoancaio 
determinism whiob belittled nbjeotive non-eoonomio taotora • • 
and the anti-ut1cmallaa ot 11ux. AD4 he 4eap1aect the 
8 1.DTeatment• and •pbilanthropio• Zioniaa whioh Berzl 1D h1a 
da7 •CNCht to enooarap 1a the rebu1141Dg or th• land. 

' 
I 

.. 
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Chapter IX 

BATIOBLISll 
AJm THE JWfSll PkOPLB 

-

•nie SWll ot all thia lies here: to educate. to regener- · 

ate the Jew one 1111at begin at the be&innina-•lth man. !he 

Jew cannot be tull7 a man without ~17 becoming a lfl'fl. fhe 

mistalm ot the ass1milat1oniat oomea trc:m his th1nk1ng that 

the leas the j .. he ia the more 'll• man he ia." 

. ,xttc ">Jtf' lelll , ~flt• l'llJf) lclf>ft .,~.,_ ·~, ~t.rn ff ta.hlfl n1',.A;. • 
t4fe.: ••ffl• J)f /tf) tJ.f) fl~f> ~I lc.,._I P9Jlc. J)/f>f) ~IS>.- (6)f>I f,JIJ( lt-lfJ> ?'?'.If\ 

O?lf) ·~ll>'fl •~bl ,f)k.fn j:JI ,r•f"Jtc ,P'JJt11' 1 P10 I? t,• - l'ff"'6"il /'I(:. pJJo 
•hfJIC- ~l• •"ll lef INlf'X .JtlC lt.lltK le.II> 1 '-C'ii>G4> ~lf>'.f> ~fCJlf) ..nte 16$.)'i' 

# 'J11'). ,.nrol?'i' 'o/') -.101~ Pie. ':» ,'1l•llllU ,,,,,J~ le.I,._ .nl1t•Jlf~ IJ•ftt,, p.J>o 
fdf) I ftJlti (1a#l./I ,,,,,,,r .ltr.Jl,./t.J ,..C t6" 'Alkt qfOf'i' .f)j)"lif~.' ~~Allt.'il •OJ1t., •!11111t'J 

.;frt1,>- In the above passage ia set forth the raison d'etre 

which Gordon envisages tor the Jewish people. Die Jewish 

people-in h1a perspective-lives tor a positive purpose ot 

regeneration. labor. selt-tultillment. 

He vifl'fla with disdain the arguments ot thoee •ho accept 

18h exiatenoe onl7 beoauae it appears inevitable• becauae 

.-th ot aaaimilation appears oloaed to the Jewish people. 

assimilation ia ia»*>saible• 11b7 should. we be so intent 

tn oppoa1Dg ass1m1.lat1on. or ocmdemning tJloae who attempt 

Wh7 not pena1t the ourrent to oarr7 us 

"It 1• natlonali• wbioh has preserved the Jew in the 

Diaspora tor 119.117 centuries," repl7 oertain ardent natianaliata, 
iN 

9 and 1t~national1• whiob preaerves hill against asaim1lat1on 

toda7.• But, this repl7 obTioual7 .. rita further anal7aia • 

• What ia this peoQJ.iar Jniah nat1onal1am which is aot reall7 

alive in the Diaapora and 19t ·does aot permit the Jn to 

dS.T Wherein doea it oanaiatT ID the land! !be Diaspora 
, 
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Jew has no land. Language! He ha• no one 11T1ng language; 

he possesses several non-11ational tongues. ReligionT 

1'ut gradual17 religion is losing ita 1.nt'luenoe; and it pro­
~., 

Tides no rescm tor the survival ot the irreligious Jew. 
/\ 

i'he anner liea in •that oertain something within the Jew 

which tighta terr his 1ndiTidual exiatenoe, whioh aeeka a 

method or revealing itaeU 1n an individual torm. • It is 

this certain same thing which Gordon det1nea aa the Jew• a 
I~ 

national 1ndividualit7. (ot. "THE OOWOEPT OP NATIOHALISK") 

Wor is Gordon content with type ot nat1onali81D whioh 

exists among the manj- nations. To him the Jew4.sh people 

is still suttioientl7 the AK SGULAJI to require a nationalism 

ot the moat exalted, enriching and spiritual nature; tor 

he would preter assimilation to a pett7 degraded nationalism.~4 

~rdioheYa!cz and Brenner Retuted 

In evolTing his awn pattern ot Jewish nationalism, 

G~don ocmtrasta the three d1Tergent· a7atema ~.-~:.. thougbt relative 

to the 1ndiT1dualit7 ot the Jewish people. 1'he tirst ot these--

represented in part b7 the oveni Zion and Aohad Haam--

is oloael7 akin to Gordon•a point ot Tiew. 1b1• a7atem attri­

butes the eocmcmd.o and oultural parasitism ot the Jew to 

his tragio Diaspora •tatua, whl.eb haa tblrarted· and restricted 

his CJlt1l inherent 1ndiT1dualit7. With a ·return to Palestine, 

the Jen dormant pawera and abilities will be aroused, and . ,, 
he will t1Dd hia regeneration. 

A aeocmd •J•tem ot thougbt--tJPitied bJ BerdioheTs)q-­

maintains that the oharaoter ot Israel baa been deorep1t 

' 
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trom its beginnings and 1a 1Doapable ot attaining lott1er 
heights. our spiritual attl1ot1on ia aot the trana1eat 

phenomenon reault1D.g t'rm our Diaapora statue, but ia to 

be f'ound in our wretched .Tu.1aa, 1D our despioable Jniah 
<!' oulture. Aooording to this theor,-, it we are to redeem our- , 

selves, we au.et transform our oharaoter, and •kB it a1lll1lar 

to that ot the Buropean nations. The proponents ot thia 

view were strongl7 intluenoed b7 Kietaohe, who decried the 

•slave moralitJ'8 super-imposed upon Buropean c1T1lation 

by Judeo-Chriati&n'f, and who deTeloped--in rebellion against 

this slave moralitJ'--his own doctrine ot individualism and 

the emergenoe ot the auper-man. 

Despite hie admiration ot Berd1chevsJt7, Gordon deplores 

the tact that the latter-despite his briallianoe-oou.ld do 

little more than imitate llietache "Jl.te,•_r"!·~.,,. J •Jlt~~ - "j)o-;a!•1n;a,. '''P'tl?&:>ll) f~.., ._-,tu> .vn'Cl 'Jl••9''4'>'11 1 1.1J1Ak 11!1 ,l..Jtllf!J ,.,., k •tfl •.. .Jt/'ltl>•tl 
N'l ~~ u·,~•· ' ..,~,,.;. . .,.,l!." AAA>-•• ,11, .. /'''-" 1>1M') <11•?lp11n ,,,,,d ... ,,, 

'J "! ~)"i .nTCf' olt/C - .tof.fl) 1fll<i•J J>">i'f> J\IC.£i;f>•i) l'f ?""'' k"t ~·~'>'i' -
The paradoxical nature ... -.e ot Berdichevslq•a Tie•-

point ia beal7 ana~ed b7 Gordon. While the ke7-note ot 

Berd1obeTa]q1a entire pbilosophioal a7atea la 1DdiTidua11t7, 

he baa adopted the blurring-out and the deaolitton ot the 

Jewish national 1ndirtdualit7, in order that it ma7 ape the 

culture ot other natiana. Dlua hie attitude leads not to 

selt-tultillment and regeneration, but to a negation ot 

ourselTes~ 
~ aimilar grOWlda Gord.on orit1o1••• the •1••• ot hia 

trieDd I.-Oh.Brenner. Brenner disparages the lniah people, 

ans undul.7 empbaaisea •ae1t-or1tio1aa8
• H• w18h•• us to 

become a nation •dif'rerent tram what we h&Te been• 1D order to 

gain the reapeot ~ other aationa. 

' 

• 
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, -o·,1~·,,p ioD it••~, - 1~·.,.,p :1~ 21,•p2 ae•r12 ,,,,, ,1,2 a21 

• .,. 0·~1,So D'JS2p 1JftlM •'In D1~l 11; 1·· •'n ,~,, ftlQ ·o~Dl~D 
D'JS~p ,D;.-, ft~,ftD .,~ 1'1•Da'112 1' .. a;a D;~.,·na~ 11'1 l'MW Jn 

,,. nr•a, ••• ID',n• 1n~w; n1»s;1 a•nnen ;p ,,tn'I p, D'Ji1•n D'flS 
1'• nDM~ ftDlll a;n 1D'~JIC1 D'y1n D',1JD '210 112 a••s'a Dna 

' 1t) •1w-.1 1121"" 
1
p•1no , .. ,. ,.n'leat irm p, 11:i~Jl2 

• 

Gordon rJlie• th~t we Deed Dot become dlrterent, but 

must onl7 bring forth o\ir own natural potential1t1ea trca 

within oaraelTea. Where 8renner •••• deep-•eated ~ailinga 

and 1Dadequao1ea 1D the J'niah people, Gardon sees ODlJ' 

want or 88lt-otmr1denoe, aelt-expressicn, &Dd 881f'-regeaeratiODe 

~,~ .. D',n• •ie~ "'~~nn 110~ nw1,n •1p; n•1i •1•• a1pol 'l ,,,l .. 
•1,c f1n~l ,~,~o JD1Ml 1in1o~v n1~~~n~ ,1,l nMl, c1pol ll ,11A1oxy 

nD1l ni1p1n An1ao ·~1 n:i, ft•D1D-n'i1n• a1•11•n 110~~ na11n 11~xy~ 
' 1J'J'l• ;i2nn 'l ,i,l _,,,l ,l• n•l, •1• n~A.1 1'11ft P"" "'', •1ne 

DM 'l a••11•1n a1~D1Dl m1·~1n; ,.DMW n~lnl• D'ili .,,lll • ., n110 
1~•.•1191n un•n .,,lll ,n•l,nl• ~·~li ;llll ,l~l• D',li ~1lll 

Gordon adTooatea tor the Jewish people, not a "transformation 

of character•, but the deTelopement ot a n:at1onal culture 

that will be true to JelrrJ''• essential oharaoter. and that 

will develo~ to ita tu1leat t • lateat powera. 

Content et the J' .. 1eh •at1onal Culture 

. 
'l'bia oul.ture he telt, we eO\lld neTer hope to attain 

in the Disaapora, tor a liTing culture mu.at develope- trcm ,, 
within 1taelt and mut draw nouriabmnt trom lite. Whatever 

man create• tor the •alm ot lite 1• culture; the tilling ot 

the soil, the building ot h-•· ot all JciDda ot buildings. 

the paying ot road.8, ad ao on. Baoh ~e ot work. each 
.· 

• 
, 
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aot is an element or oulture. Herein ia the foundation or 

culture, the etutf of which it 1• made. Arrangement, •thod, 

shape, the wa7 1D which a thing is done -- these are the forms 

of culture. What a man does, what he feels, thinka, lives, 

while he ia at work, and while he 2s is not working, the 

conditions arising frcm these situations, together with 

living nature underl71ng all these rell.tions -- these mold 

~· themselves into the spirit ot culture.• Higher culture 

draws ite nourishment trcm science, art bellie and opinions, 
I' 

trom poet17, ehtics and religion. Higher culture or culture 

1n its restrictive sense, the cultUre to which we eapeciall7 

apply the term when we speak ot culture is the butter ot 

culture 1n general, ot culture 1n its broadest sense. 1'\lt 

is it possible to make butter without milk or will man make 

butter from milk belonging to others, and will the butter 

then be hie ver7 OlrDT 

What then are we seeking in Palestine i.f not that which 

we cannot find &nJWhere else in the world -- tbe living 

milk of culture! Ol1r objeot is not to create toda7 an academic 

culture when we have as 7et nothing; what we have OOM to 

create- ie a living culture in which the academic quality 

will ~regnate lite 1n all its cells and atoms, a living 

culture which will need onl7 euttioient ahlirning to produce 

butter, the highest culture. Wit aim to create beliete, 

opinions on lite, the ethics ot lite, the religion ot lite; 

turthermore, from all this we come to torge that link in 

11t'e1 that living 11.Dk, that connects the present with the 

J 

.. 

,. 
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past. We ,are trying to oreate a lire, a lire o~ our own, 
~ .. 

animated by our own ap1r1t tbrougb wa7a that are not our ways • 

• 

.. 

• 

• 

• 
., 

I 
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Chapter X 

PALKSTIKB AJID ITS PROBiaJIS 

-

11n1~ pl»J~ n~1• a•w1p 111••• ni02 .1210~ '111,w• ,,.~ •) atn ,p•yn• 
~1Jn ''"J ~J ~• ra,~ .,) iy n1rt~ llDJn ftf~J ~ n1r1~ nfy-,~ D·~J· 

~~ •.we1a DJ1 ~1Jn oj ,n'l \!1DJn1 
• .. 

A8 a logical f'ultill.ment ot his pbilosopb)- ot national.1ai, 

Gordan oou.ld tiad no aoil in which the Jeriah aplr1t coul.4 

-be:•riviri4&tber than in Pal estiJla. 

And yet, Palestine too muat serve as an inetrwaant 

~or the people, rather than existing as a goal in the abstraot. 

It 111Bt either serve as an outlet tor labor, tor regeneration 

nothing of 70'1• •• •. c:.17 when it beg1Jla to give 7ou acme thing, 

something ~- geat value; cml.7 when 7a.i ocme to search tor 

something here, tor that oert.pi acme thing wh1oh a Jew can 
7• 

find nowhere elae; OD17 then are tit to do •~thing tor Pal.ea-

tine, aometbing ot vital importance. Mean and worthless 

will be th,!' gift tor 7au and tor Palestine, it anl.7 7ou 

give to her and tab bothing trmn her. Pa).eatine 1a aot a 

mere pauper with an e~ended band. With generaua and lari.ah 

hand ahe repa7a a faithful donor who gives in the proper 

spirit.•(•' 

A8 a zealot tor true labor and oreativit;J', Gordon waa 

t 

., 

.. 
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contemptuoue ot those whose interest 1D Palestine or Zioni .. 

was merel7 philanthropic. In his easa7 •p1sROH LO ~IOBALI: 

he makes disparaging remarka oonoerning the•rop.18 ASKAJIDI ' 

and professional Zionists. "Por the ~ion returning to lite, 

there is no need tor the Jews settled in exile -- tor their 

money or their adTioe and eTen their aoral support.• 

<f'>fc.f-tln'i' p•1fl'j)J'fl P1alfl'? 'l.,! /••c. fl'nJ>f f>',)6f> ;1·!f,, 
tcO. .,r,c. J\fc J'i'\,, .Jl''U Ill ~~·,.,,~ IQ 1fto1c1

1
.hl}f-;a Ji 1 o:n~ ~ 

, p111 "1 J ,.,,,!) ,i=I~ P'(fQl-f - ..ntnMlJ "ll"n~'i' fPJtv rut:J.J 

n~hif> ,,,,J .flO lst~·I 1~ 1 P'>~ ~I> iiol°1 .n1c&I P'Jl:JJ'5l 

1c:.,1'flf ..,,J.;,Jo t>f 'P'' .Jll'J•'l Pfll il'llc->'Sl ..t1f,f)'/11t.f> .n•Nlk.fn 

'!) ". f>-6 P~'it 

Plaeat1ne 1a battle with 1ta misfortunes caused it to need 

perpetual aasistanoe tram the exile, especially America. 

'.I.his redounded both to its benefit and to ita detriment. 

On one hand, an alleviation ot working and liTing conditions 

has reaulted. On the other band, ainoe the aaaistanoe 1• 
. ' something ot a charitable enterprise, it •aours the uaua1 

etf eots ot philantbrop7 -- oondeoension on the part ot both 

the helper and the helped. 1'\8 old relationship ot the rich 
~ .. ..,. 

uncle and the poor relatiTe t.as~oreated. (BTen tbe Aadaasah 

tor which Gordon baa 11\lOh praise, is -- be believes --
~ 

not tree ~om thW 4'taot. ) 

""' '"J ttffl JN~ J:), l>fil-f> \re.. JJllUt,J f)J"f>IO /J;J''1~ /k!J fi P'e.," 
/
n.ft?M' ''UU mf', U~,,. U• jY> tc 1 t> IJ.n'>.W 'j, f\?IA).. '> ffi~ •{t•f' 

' IJAl-il? u·f~, cw P1,,¥ . /''3''.J , . ' . 1e .,,f)' , !Jflltc .1.w.1~ r;11c.• 
'J.nf NS1 .J> 1~ ">'1>1nf° U>-1 U, 1J1 g, -a e • Pit- . ttJ-1> J! f>'l-k ,...., 

..t>/c. P> 1/t'f> M · '4\n• ?''i""f•I flP' ft.f PJAfc.I> ,r,;_.,,, 't?1e.f" 

ft) • ? l.n:_:J 
Bot through ph1lantbrop7 and not through oapital innst-

• 
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ments will Palestine be redeemed. "The energetio toroea among 

ua •••• muat neither adTocate nor open the road to enoourage 

private holdings, nor private in~tive, and the liim.• We 

cannot deoeiTe ourselTes in the belief that investing mone7 • 

1n bwiiness, paroelling out work, and superintending attaira, 

constitute the essence ot labor, the essence ot suoh national 

creativeness as will give ua title to the land. Private 

1n~tive, tinanoe, and land-holding, have been responsible 

in Palestine tor •middle-class stupidity in various t09lll8, 

bureauoratio dealings, and loafing among workers, proletarian 
• demands, strikes, etc. It our national treasury has not yet 

auf'ficient capital, insisted Gordon, we can wait. ~t, it 

tor the present, we do not close the gate upon private oapital 

-- which will find an entrance in spite ot us, as it has 

done elsewhere -- we mat not devote to it those ot our 

positiTe powers which are essential tor our creative work. ('' 
Aa a nat1'.ral ooroll&r7 ot his conception ot labor and 

the nation, Gordon inaista that the land as a whole should 

be a national possession, •!ha it should be nationaliaed 

just as 1nduatr7 ah°'1ld be nationalised.• "What 1a this 

National Pundt• he aalca in an indignant vein, in an article in 

the lapoel ·Hazair, "~autitUl phrase, a delightful decoration, 

a neet draeaa ot a distant and hidden tuture -- or a oon­

orete conception which we d•ail"e to oonoretise as a foundation 
t- . 

tor all our national labort• Be accepted the hiring ot 

Jewish laborers b7 .r-ilb farmers in Palestine as onl7 a 

temporary expedient; but loolmd torward to the ideal situation 

' • • 

' 

.. 
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when all the laborers wpul.4 participp.te 1n a copperat1Te 

Moahavei OTdim or KTUtzoth. He :rrequentl7 oharged the priT­

ate tarmera 1D ftleatine with beilng aelt-oentered, irrespon­

sible, aeltish~ and unconcerned 1rith the upbuildiag ot Jewiah 

labor on the 1and. However, he believed that they should 

be elii~e to membership 1n the H!Lstradruth, 1.e., when they and 
~01 

their tamilies subsist by the labor of their own hands. 

The Hiatradruth must be 11l1Ulted to manual workers, 

be maintained. Teachers, writera, intelleotual protessions, 

white-collar workers, eto., should have no place 1n it 

unless they also work on the so1JL or are engaged 1n • Labor 

Kvuyth. Jloreover, the itiatradr\itth "111Ust conquer the tixed 

ambitions 1n the hearts ot our ycnmg men to enter the ti6ld 
~02. 

ot the intellectual protessions. 11 

Gordon did not accept the ~•shavim and the KVutzoth 

complacently even though he regarded them as the ideal rorma 
'l'he_7 too could decline 

ot communal organ1za·t1on.aln apiri.t and enthusiamn, unless 

the7 wamld be bro~ humane and ca1operative -- not on.17 in 

their inner relations -- but ..X.a1 iD their relations to the 

co1ftDMnS~ea, lloahav1m, Palestine, and the entire world. It 

the lloahav does not succeed 1n ex:erting a wholeacme intluence 

on ita en~oirnJDlnt, then the..envo11rnment will exert an unwhole-

' in~lu n the a 0 hav o•s1i D•• ns1lfU o• :~2, ~w ,~~)· 
a 9?Jl'1--n6 ~ !

91!)~ DJts•. ,••ln f •o n,1¥l ,.,~ ~. ••nw n,\2 1t'Ml 1M 
D ~, l'I D1M 'll .•» D',11DO Dftl nr21 D'n~~o G'l~ 1n~,l ••• 

D••n1 ftJlJ• Dnl •' D1a 'Jl .•o•p ~. ,,,D n•lnl a,,o~ t'M1 o•n1~0 ft•,.,-,., ,fill,,.,. a•nyzn o••nn .111 n,1sn i1n'I 10•1~n •~o a.,1p1 
D''nn a•p11n~ n,1sn 6•pnn •• ,a10.,11a ~~'11 a••na •1,'~o·~~., n,1sn 

10~ " .0111pn1 

, 
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Hebrew Literature in Palestine 

With oharacteristic tranlmes~ Gordon wa• unsparing 

in his oriticisma ot the llebrew literature in Palestine. 

One who peruses this llter~ture gathers the impression tbAt 

is !2!:_ Palestine, and not gt Palestine. l'irst, wh1Nft1' · 

one turna, · eme aeea translations of the worka ot other cul­

tures. Moreover, moat ot the original writing, he telt, 

did not aeem inspired by the lite in Palestine. Worlm oon­

cerned with Palestine appeared onl7 accidently ao; had the 

same writer landed in Amerioa, he could as easily written 
~· .. about that locale and with the aame spirit. 

Gordon disputed the claim ot certain apologists tor 

the Palestiniam writing ot his day, that "lite in the process 

ot its creation is not suitable material tor epio literature.• 

OJ;l the oontr&r7, h9 oontenda, •1ue is being molded; it de-

mands aelt-expreasion, not lJl"iO merely, but the expression ~ 

of concentrated intelleot." 11Ci~ p1 lll?ISJ I - P•lnJ>N P"n#»,, 
Pfc. '~ - ..,,f •/(Fi. ";l'> 1t.f" lit., _..:_ I QJ~ J>l_,.,,f,~ lfl ,_,.) 'IVt'lt tel 
~~ f\?•A·~ "''~ .,.,,~ fi , e 1>.11> .,, tJ:>").f)., 1• 11G>,a ? 1'..,,,. 1

t;>Ll)1' A,J.:>IOAf>f t>tpfl P~'>-..'lt f>'>'M J>9?fl J>fl'1U P 1IMJ 6Af,Jt' f>'~ 
f • 101) •.I'? P•?!l•I ht p1-n P~ , ~ "1t"i»I - I~ 

Gordon••• womprmnlaing in his in1i1t,,noe •s.ld• rather 

than any other tongue tor the Yiahuv. ID a let ter ad4reaaed 
\!!. 

to a oonterenoe held in ~at~ he advocated the uae ot puni-

tive measures (not ·1•->>lc. n•~., but P,..,,<ifi'P p~1(fC..) to make 

ebrew the language ~ tbe Balta Teolm1cum • 

• 
., 
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TJpical ot hla IDJ'&tioal, •lmoat evasive method ot 

definition, 1a the tollowing definition ot the f'unc1t1on of 

Hebrew 1n Palestine: 
?'?"''» •/Jc? ~/c- 1..!) 

1 
•p9tc{) lclO /1J}.6fl.~ d>'>Kte.f> f>Jl::>J Ple.1 

~t.">Cb' ~,le~ Uffl J)''Ylttif) • "f>i/lcfJS /elf> Jl'1~fl,,~ J>flc'-tl'4~ OI?>.~ 
.Ale I ?le? lj11n .J>IC.. J> h1fl~ 'j>flKI> /1~ 1 /C? LJf J)flJI•~ 

.J)/e, ') h&f I ytc')ftl e~ r~':) le. (v '>n/J IJJ1Jt.~ (JJtll>-

. • 61 ·~· r /.J)A l.JJ>;t &J 
ll!>J iJ>'~l It." f>t>fl f& ~f>/:) le.If> f>Jh ?I??& "~jt, llnJ ...... . 

''K''j>f.I 111
'ft.I';) ~ '>'-.>.:> 'jiltc.f f'11n--.n~ t>lf>.N µ11fJ> -t•J '::> 

101 -f~l>/'Alil ,Ja1J1/1c..f~ P.:>?~~ P''>!r/1/ p11f?l.$-1> )p1~fl /•If P'i •n 
Y .J>~n111 JJIJll tc.l ii> i>& -pil~ P'rth/'K 11(?, '"!At~ f' f''°' Pt&'llt;f/ 

Hebrew UniveraitJ 

lfow that the liebrew Universiq baa long been &Jl accepted 

reality, much of what Gordon wrote 1n those days whe11 ita 

very existence was a debatable subject, baa lost a~pi1ticanoe. 

8ut the Jlebrew Un1Teraity occupied a las~ and s1gu1t1oant 

role 1n hia philoaoph7 of labor: 

is>l,.n6>1 - ~~~f P1 flJlc, Itel?• 'i>GIO?';)'Jltc~ 1J.1>~Ar Pie• 

/-;>' .,,,,,,c .,r,c.. p). ~1c. '.J - 1c.t?1& ·1e,,,1 ~, 1rn '.:J u'"'~'".re 
?'>~'? ,6l.I l.:>Jfl ~')~';\ "'~.. 1.:>ft 'fluto,~!1,,c1> C1e. 4r>~'"""" /" 

. i){IJ~f>/ P"n'i> fie "''"' 1>.:J1f1Kt llfltl'HI p11n ]MA .tl~~ll 
'~ .,, ·J1>'J>•C ..nw ,..,, 1ic.&.n ~~Jt 

v 
While Gordon both the Hebrew University and thn Higher 

eshiva 1n Jel'Wlalem, he waraed that these should n•1>t exhaust 

Zionism) aa s.Meed, the'f baTe done tor oertain•csultural 

ioniats.• 

'?he Arab Problem 

It ia his d1aoua1cma ot the Arab problems and :relat1cmah1pa 

Gordon renal• hi• easeat1al lmlnn1tar1an1aa. 

( 

, 
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P•plJ>~ n•nJ r)#lc ~;a IJ ttJlc.fJ ,ftt.N~ I P•,.'Hf) )1c 1Jon1. 

f•'i)7'1> f1a. #Jct> ' - P•f>J'lf,~ ~,.J,,A Pun f~ JJ f•f>f 
Jrl4/•f> ,..n•«ilJte. ,, ... 19)- J6 on• l'i'lc. , •fJLJlc 0 ,,, ..nl•f>f ,,.,g 

'J"fl t!o ft1 J.Jt•on•.ttf>t! ''1>-*'i> PJ.. JtlJl•Wf) JUU'tl ~J.,.f)r 
J>ltJt• 1t.f1e. 1>i!l1t'P f'~,1t•t,1Jtc Mfln ii, on• le.TI f>'f!? 6).J'lc. 

P"3hleA' P"nf 1.,• "3NJ Nlld! ,..,11,, .j,11-.- p~fAf'1> ,.l)IJG}>f> 
1•9} ~ . . .. /',.,.'nl) P-1 

"Truth is the bas11 ot our world, and through truth 

we shall discUTer a ••7 tor 11.t'e in partnership with the 

Arabs, tor ooope-ratiTe lire and work destined to became a 

blessing to both peopl••· • We are 1n need ot heroio courage 

which d ... D4a lott7 1deala ot conduot eTen when the conduct 

of others t'alla below this standard; in thia conduot there 

must be no ... aknesa, 1'either aubmiasiTeneaa nor arroganoe 

baa an7 pl&Oe u ·oar relaticma •ith' the Araba. -- •m7 8eraon­

izing'"regard1Dg proper relationship• with the Araba baaed 
" Ct.!_o on ulterior aot1Tea ah"'11.d haTe no place amon.g ua. 

In meticulous taah1.on, the human pbiloaopher ot Labor 

Zionina la7• down the rulea t'or buaineas relationships with 

the Arabs. In bU71ng land, there Jm9t be no ~ingementa . 

upon the rigbt a ot the Araba nor an7 dispoasessicms ot thoae 

who are aot11.all.7 worJciDg an the ~. (Had thi.a •xlm ot 

Gordon'• been heeded. b7 later z•on1ata, perhaps a larger 

number ot lel.l.aheen aight h&Te been leas eager to join tbe 

wea1th1er et'tend18 1n their attaoka upon Zlcmi .. ) 

"Rather than .. cmg1Dg them 1n aJl7 ••7, •• maat be pre­

pared to paJ' mn7 time• the T&l• ot the land in order to 

c0111penaate the real onaers hl.17, thoae who lin and thoee 
• ((!! who work upon the land, it we haTe apeoial need ot' their land • 

• 

' 
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To avoid irritations or eTen the alighteat barr1.ng9118Dts, 

Gordon suggested that the land ot other eeo..ti011a to be giTen 

t o those diepoaseaaed b7 ~git1mate purobaaea. He insisted 

that the moral right and the deeper vital interest ill the 

land will be aoquired b7 the people -- Arab or Jewish -­

which would labor more ardently, be more oreat1ve, and giTe 

more ot its spirit to the task of reconstruot±on. i!lia 

implies a peacei-ul competition, tor whioh the J'ewiah people 

has der1wed its right, by virtue or ita historical title to 

the land. 

Gordon's tolerant attitude toward the Arabs ot Palestine 

was remarkable, especially when we bear in mind that a• 
least onoe -- during hie l.1t'e-t1me -- he was attaoked by 

~abs who shot at hill, beat him, held a knite at bis baok, 
C(t"J.. 

and robbed him or all his clothes. Aa early as 191•, be 

looked askance at the•altruiam" of the Western nations 

towards the Zionist aspirations. On the contrary, he 

felt that they wished neither the Arabs nor the Jews any 

progress; and 1n this tact, he • • a oommon intereat between 

the Jew and the Arab. · 
f>':nlJ> IJ'i' '))~IV , ilOI> IJY J>f &.-(l P•lc'ta.f) P'Jl"i'lf l.,K 1 

I J) /c "'H" r f)~Al lc. l ,.. "'I f>'>ltcJ 'f' G IU ' la ,. ••fll !J 8)t 

fJ11,,.1c:., ,, 6'11 '" c;, ,Jl rr:, '".cf\ , 6)..,,,c.Jfl ~.,~ 1>M"' ~ 
1~·1>Cb •JIM/ nJl'Hf) ,,,,:,,>fl f°'lll JtlJJitefl fe,1 ""'-u~ r,,, 

P>- P'tc..JlfJ p l"jt"'~ f}Ql? 'lc. •K-t ,, ' .4>,,.~n f:J f:, 1>J'l'­

"-r:iiH1t..'it Pie ,f>•ft? JalJM,Uf) fi>t;\I ~n· P•'i''Hf) ../tlC. p~ IJ.Aflt.. 

ur "''"r '•A"' ''UJ11> M , 1>M1SJ:J1 Pf)I w uc~ .... 1J •Ci t"m 
"~ "'. "n ' nf'I 

Be warned h1a oonteap01'9r1ea ... inst the belief-- •hioh waa 

• • . ,, 
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maintained eTen seTeral decades atter his death-- that 

the 8 Arab national aspirations" were merel7 machinations 

-

ot the Arab ettendia, to which the maaaes were either 1nd1f't­

erent or hostile. While the leaders and the main sponaers ot 

the movement were the •~tend.is and Arab intellectuals, tbe7 

did not -- 1D h1a1.eat1mation -- make up the entire"movement 

or form its backbone. ( 11The7 delude themaelTea and ua,who 

wish to persuade us that the Arab masses, and especiall7 the Arab 

working masses, are or will be on our side and against the 

etfelldis. ") "-!! 
The Arab mass 1a not a detached bod.7, he insisted, to 

be likenea to our own proletarians who call themaelTes the 

Jewish masses. The Arab mass is ~t and parcel ot a living 

people. On the other hand, the leaders or the Arab moTement 

are beginning to grasp the meaning ot a national movement 

' and the task that oontronta them. The7 alwa7s make their 

demands in the name ot the Arab nation, and oonverse17 an 

all occasions speak against the Zioniata and the Z1on1at 

organization. The Jewish nation is •er mentioned b7 name. 

It would not be so easy to waive the olaiae ot Jews to Pal­

estine 1f' their demands were made in the name ot the Jewish 

I I 

• 
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Chapter XI 

PRIL680PRY OP THE DIASPORA 

In our enthuaiaSll tor Gordon, the pbiloaopher tor Labor 

Zionism, we tend to negleo• oampletely Gordon, the philosopher 

ot Labor Diaspora. Por Gordon waa completely pre~ocupied 

with, and achieved a broad perspective ot, the rol1s ot the 

Jew 1n Diaspora. Ollt ot the welter ot his dittuae and aoat­

tered writings, one can discern a consistent phil1oaophy and 

program tor the Diaspora ~ew -- a philosophy and v.rogram that 

have lett a deep imprint upon the Labor Zionist policies 

in the Diaspora aice hie. day. It i s regrettable, lbowever, 

that -- being a poet and a philoaobper, rather tha!o a poli­

ical theortician -- Gordon tailed to outline specLrio techniques 

aAd organism.a by which his ideals tor the Diaspora could be 

fultilled. 

The Jews in the Diaspora, he telt, D11st be regenerated 

through the aame mdia aa those 1n Palestine -- through 

nature, labor, and the national language. They .too must 

engage 1n all torma ot manual labor, eapeoially 1n the tilling 

ot the soil; they too ahould aToid exploitation ot the labor 

ot others. Bven 1n the Diaspora there S.. room. to~, the 

Kvutza, the Koahav-OYdim; tor the ap:lrit ot the tamlly 1n the 

economic - aa well aa the aoolal lite. 

, 

.. 

• 

.. 



-• - .,, -
Plf>ll &•fl",-;. -nfi/.f) J)t~·u~-a pJ. •pa( i.1;-.Hc, f>ll flJ.fle 
IJ.nl !klCJ>I> l.) . ~.,., 'i?l"t' I•~ .ft ,,11 11 I a . c­
,c. r_ r ,. I !) '''"*' "i'•IN' J)/:;slG4., ..nl v•6?Df) J\e?n ~/C IJ'r'IN ?•Oltf -~.t~ J\~~?11 I f e-_ -·-rL 

ll'1 • '~ Jt IA I:> """ fU'?:> 
7 . ""~ 6'>n I o»'l~fl fie. 'l'le f 1 '°"~Cl.f))( .1>1 •1fMJ / 

The Jewia~ people striking roots 1n Palestine muat send 

the sap ot lU'e to its branches that stretch into other lands, 

just as those branches must tramlmit part or their good .__..,,, 
to the roots which are 1n Pa1estine. 
f-1 ':J,P'fl'>-">A U'"· f''d ~I?~ P1 '*-' ~1' W P1N1 f1J1 .. fl l)tc. ,.fFJ'>fJ• 
, ">,,~., ~••J'> .htc, i~11 NI& .111c P>- p10J1tfl fh~?ef'" u•f> r' 1t1• 
fl:>? J>/'t>U ?IJ •i" ,.n·~9'-I er,at,n1t -at11nf, u.-s-1~ ~r. ,,,,,~f) ,.,.M) J),._ 
4tcl . PJt)lc cu .. ff /"'ri P•.:>•'>! Ufe.t, / (Jf'fMtl'i\ f>?I.!> I?~ 1>fic ~ - 1.Jlfh 
,,_,, ?f,IC..1let..?t• ~ft ~!;§>:--~ f>"lLI> IJ.Nlc Mkf"K S/t.11' 'f>te- P..)lt/C. 

f'~" 11:i,.nt,,1>1c J1/!?1cf ~UtJf> 16>"¥ !?- p11n p~ nfi,1 llc?f,•-C,?"-'i' """ 
f'fJJ'ir>I ··(.H·f>,P•e.,•},i-"'Glt~n "'1t->1e.. fi ,.,..., Pf./-4),•A•n JC>~,,_,,, llJIJ 

~.n•iat1f> 1lk-•>tis>,J)•1141> 41H&n .n~ 'f'?J° . ik->11 ,,1e~ 
The corroding power ot the Diaspora, to Gordon, was this: 

that its darkness caused Israel's body to shrink and sbriYel; 

that its light ·resulted in a abr1nld.ng and Shriveling ~ spirit. 

"The cosmic moment in national independence is not 
. 

ours 1n the Diaspora; that we 111W1t seek 1n Palestine. In 

the Diaspora the historic mcment operates within ua; it 

upholds us and prevents our dying. but it is unable to giYe 

us lite. !here 1n the Diaspora ha Ye ot neceaai t7 no . 

national or creatiYe lite. Prem a creat1Ye atandpoint we 

are paraaitea physically and apiritually. There our nationa1 

1ndividual1tt ia naturally restricted. Unable to draw 

suatenenoe d1rectl7 tr~ its lite source, it ' necessaril7 

teeds upon the past• and continue a to shrink more and more; 
~ . 

or it te~da upon the lU'e-source ot others and so gra4uall7 
. !!), 

waste• awa7 and dies 1n the spirit or others.• (Ct. chapter 

on the 9 'l'he Oancept ot Bationaliam•) 

., 
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!be Jf!JWr'T ot the D1aepora ma7 not poaeeaa a true 11T1Dg 

culture, tor. it bae no true lUe. It poaeeaaea onl7 -tcul­

tural wealth bequeathed unto it by the pa•t, which it Im.Ult 

cantlnuall7 adjust to the enT~nt and timee (and through 

the w1114-•~1r1t, and obannela or other nation..1). 
& "'''"" IJ'I 111J&, M•~· p,.,,.,,,.,, PIJ'J '(> pn '?~ - .,.,,-,,.-;. uf tt& .,, • 

?.t1f:1 1 fA6f>f ,,Al> ttl~ 1''" .lt'1fl ~ Me P'.J1f\l'A IJllllt."1 1 ift'tl> f~ 
f'?r>IC. f fJ P1rM> ~ft>N '9 f"°' l•ni" f 1n1:llJ1 IJn.J"-41 p•,,'I') P..ll/le. fie ,.lc...nf>ll 

fe, P~IJJ/Ar1-c'f' 1.1tlSJtf,J,M1t~lnh-n f,., Plt..fltl)'ja P>t ,,1 'lf)1'. Jb P,J/J? •f) i;1 
,/lie ~'>6f°-.Mf~-;a uiJ1e. M~r,,.,.,,., .n1t) • .a,pfl /t'>fl:J P1- ur6 •. ,. • .,,,,c 

l'J.O) • • • •• U~ /Jllil? •ai' Pt?hA:. ft, /Jl>llf) Jtl/e.J /./) 
Herein the Diaspora-Jew dUtera tram hie Palestinian 

brother -- and trom the other residents ot the DiaapOPa- . 

l anda. When a man belongs to a living people, he can permit 

hiJDselt the priTilege or toll7 or being a cosmopolitan, ant1-

national1at, or a nationalist with reaerTatione. Such Tiewe 

ma7 not be injurioua to one who is an intregal part ot a nation 

tba( is alive. In ettect, auch a man in hie habit patterns 

and ps7chologioal make-up remai.na deToted to hie people; 

in hid daily lUe be breathes enough tor hia needs. '!hi• preyent• 

his d71ng 1n a national senae and biDda him to hia people 

with a Tital bond. •or ie hie ahaH 1n the national work 

ot hi• people d1min1abed b7 his conao.R.,olitan le•n1nga ..... 

To the Diaepora-Jn, hCJ1JeTer, coamopolitaniaa ia an expemiY• 
~f 11'1 

lUXUl"f, which apell.8 hia death nati011•ll7. ~ 

Gordon belieTed a greater normalc7 1n the •tatwl ~ the 

D1a spo~ Jew woW.4 renlt trm the reviYal 1D Paleatine. 

c~te w11ih tbe progreas ~ the rertnl,other l•nda wOul.4 

lose their oharaoterr. aa lan4• of exile tor the Jn. !be7 

would beccm1 . l•nda Sn 'tdliell tbe 3f!1fla dlrell 1Ulder tbe aw 

• 
., 

• 
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normal conditions as other nationals domiciled in countries 

outside their own. 

i.nguage in the D1upora 
.. 

In the Diaspo"Z"a. no leas than in Palestine. Hebrew 

nmat be made a 11T1ng tongue. if' the complete regeneration 

of the natian - whereTer it ma7 liTe - is to be achieved. 

The language will be the strangest 11Ting band between the 

nation in Pal.estine and the parts of the nation in other 

lands; it will be the moat powerf'ul defense against aaatm.­

lation. ~,.. 

We 111Wtt not close our e7es to the fact that Yiddish is 

dying out 1n the Diaspora. graduall7 being replaced b7 the 

various tongues. hen in America -- where. during Gordon'• 

t~, Yiddish seemed flourishing -- the second generation 

ineTltably turned to English. It was due only. he telt. to the 

stream of 1-1granta who-o~ f'roa l•nda where European 
" .. ~ culture had not penetrated all ranlci.) 

But not cml.7 beoauae Y14diah ademed doomed to die. 

did Gordon objec~ to it• cona14erat1on as a national tang119. 

He diaparag1Jagl.7 referred to it u a "European tcmgae•. . .. 
not natiYe to the z .. s. and condeaied ardent Y1dd18hiata • 

as •reactiaaartea•. 
~ . 

J111>f1•1c. ftfi-' ~,.,,, ;}:! ! i1n1c.f Ai''OJ U'1t., ft•!1\lt.•? IJ•tc.,. · 
f)IJf'OW/'" fl&f' -~I.II pin_,!> Unl'J~I IJJl•Vt f).,,,,, ft.•f)C, I""~ 

fl'>I! ~? _.,.,,._ U'J1'- ,~'JMfl Mitt. ,., ~I /C.6# 1._'ll!f' l>*'ltl-..K 

, •• r .,.,,,,i fl:>~ I•:) rr, 1J':J?! ,.r ~/e. 1.n;•,,~ "'I ~ 
"4•Alkfn U.J••l 1e•fl - .,,,,,,.,,,., fl.ci?e GI .w•tn• .,.,,;,,a IC. 

• ! .,..,n!'- ~r1 ~·,, , ~ 

' 
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' Chapter XII 

PHILOSOPHY OP RELIGION 

In hie Die Zionietieche Bewel!!l!g, (p.223), B8bm declares 

j:bat the entire a7atem or thought propounded bJ' Gordan and 

his aeaooiatea was deriTed t'rcm their Jew18h religious heri­

tage: 

• ••••• doob a ind 1hre Ged.anken 1m Wesen~kern jldieobee 

Erbteil. Die Einheit allea Lebend1gen, die Verneinung aller 

Dwllitlt von Leib und Seele, llaterie und Geist, das Oebot 
'\:­

der Verwirkliobung der idealen Porderung (des Sittlichen) 

nicht durch eine Abkehr- vam Irdlacben (wie iJll cbristlicben 

Spiritualismu.a), aondern durob die Oestaltung des Realen 

nach ihl'en Oeboten, dae -obt nach der A~taaaung der meiaten 

wirklicben lteDDer des Judentuma daa Weaen ji1d.iacher Reli­

giosi tit aua, welobe die Tat. 1n den llittelpunkt stellt, 
. 'l!.f 

die Heiligung i m Leben suobt und nicht 1n einer Aakese." 

It is this Jewish outlook, claime B8bm$ impelled Gordon 

to protest against the poatuli~ .ot an abstract spirit 

and aou1less matter; against the llarxian dialectic which 

would divide the social milieu into two cc:mtlioting olaaaea, 

and reduce all social pben_.na to mechanical to1"11111lae; 

and against all oonoepta which would diTide 'lite into dualitiea 

as spirit and matter, hol7 ~d prof'ane, etc • 

• 
Traditional Judaiaa 

Daring hie tirat J'8&r8 in Bretz Yiaroel, Gordcm -­

according to tl:Le report• turniabed to u b7 Joseph Aarono -

itch -- waa•an obaenant J•• 
., 

" 
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. " 11•2• n~~D; 1•1s ,ll .•n1 111i1~ n•n ···~ S•l~~ ~·11.,.,n D'l~ 

", •1•1yl 1~ 1•nw na,1 nro ,", •1·1, "•l ~,,, •p1'"1 1•n 1Jl 1'l1 

D'JD'C~ •nJ1l •in •n1 n·n ,01• •1• D'l .~l1pono ~·-ma D'lW10 .3 , 
nin a1~0 n• "'1:!'-' D1' ~ll "11Dno n•n a1n .ni •1•JJl n••11~21m • 

p-m a1n,ntn .,lDao ~,,,.. 1~ ~• n•n ilJ n111·uuu1 0·1~ ••• tnl.,ftl 

i10• 1r'1,•nwpn •":" p, }DllJ i•1n1 ~, • .,,on a11san .,,P n• 1·~ 
'~ " .a11p isiao n1aa nlin a1po nin noen 1~2wna2 a1w l1""~ 

He was much oppoaed td the liberties which the workers took 

publicly 1n the matters ot religion. Ke saw in this a lack 

ot culture, aa well as one ot the cauaea tor the strained 

relations ••• WheneTer a diaouasion ot religioua .. ttera came 

up, he ••• angered bf aame ot the the opinions expressed and tried 

to retute thea, but ne•er clearly re•ealed h16 OlrJl Tina. 

Apparentl7 thia was atill an unaolTed question tor him. 

Be was struggling tor a solution and was deeply diatreaaed 

b7 is tailure to arr1Te at cme. •ID his later years he aee•d 

to be~ less troubled; he oaat ott the burden ot the poaitin 

conunda (llitsToth) and remained 107al onl7 to the prohibi-
\{s.1 

tiona..• Apparentl7, be waa atraid to reaain gocQ.••• ••en 

tor a.moment, and ao he clung to tbe- :.Ood of' bia anoeatora, 

despite bia beretioal doabta, while he was •1•17 creating 

a new God and a an religion tlr'n i11no •i1n• •u1 .,l zrnp· 
•n1w• 'l •m ~j ,•nowi rt1w 'D ~ Dl a, 'l ·~11n 'D .,~ p, •~1 

an1• •¥0 a • ,D.-,210-·~iJow D'i1n•n anf •o a•o1ip ,.,. t•a 
c••nno psn, a1•n 'J•• •D .,~ ~· :D''' 1J1 .:'~' 11~e2l .11~a~~ 

aan a••an ~- n•wes n2,p ,ft1' w•1,o 'JM np•nyn n1iDona1 ann 
~. irnco - •1l1 ,ntn wnion i10'1ftn i•1nh :np•nyn n1ioon ~., .,,p 1D1• ~,l •s•w •6 ~J .... nwina 61iDoa.,~•1 ntn ~,,~ D''tm 

•.•1,•n ~,,... n1en1wt> •1,fp1 in1• a1 • 1• n~ •# w-1 .n~1• 

''-') 

' 

... 
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en the whole, Gordqn i• muob more poaitin than hi• 

colleague, I.Ch.Brenner, 1n hie attitude towards traditional 

Judaism. In a letter published (but unaent), he ohidee 

!renner gentl7 tor being ao disparaging 1n hie attitude 

toward• trm41t1onal .JUdai••: 

• Whence thie unlimited antagoniaa to J\ldaiem and the 

Jewieh •p1r1t T Wh7 1a 1 t that al though I aa ~~.ftltaiou•' 1D 

the ord~ 9ean1ng, JUdaiam ia ao dear to me, aa well a• 

Rabbinic literaturer To be sure there are 1D our relilion 

certain unpleasant practioea and certain dull point• 1n oar 

rabbinic literature but in 1'hat reli1ion and 1n what rol1g1oaa 

i'iterature are tbeae Dot preaentT I haT• Dot seen 1D all 

others tbe greatDeaa and tbe slorr, while J'OU •purn au.r own 

1nd1T1dual1t7 like 4uat on the ear:th. • ~ 

l!4&1•• and Cbr1at1aD1tz Cmp!!'!d 
I • 

With Jmen 1Daight, Gordma reTealed the ••••nt:tll 41t­

terenoea betseen J'ada1am and Cbr1atian1t,., and the nperior-
(tl• 

it7 ot th• tCll'm8r OTer the ·latter oonoeptuall.7. one baaic 

tenet whioh d1atlnqu1abaa JW.da1s• tr•· ita •tater religion 

ia 1ta tirll admcm1t1oas ·'l!l~ ahalt .. not loN upon an7 14ola•; 

tor CbrlattaDltJ' b ... d l~•lt upon a beliet 1n the reTelatlaa 

ot God 1D 1dle r .. et -· 9le latter taith re•trioted 

God and tbe 1wap et God bT deolarlng that God needed an 

I 

.. 
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aid; and that man l1kewiee required a mediator between 

~· himaelt and hii Oreator. 

CbriatlaDitJ' tranemitted to man a read7-mad.e pattern 

-

ot human perfection Cor him to accept an.d 1.mitate; JUdaiam, 

discla1111ng any such reld7-ade hwa pattern, ••• the exalted 

11.f'e inherent in man•a TerJ etriTl!s towards the exalted 

11.f'e. It thus -.de ot lite a complete unit, in which the 
~ 

search ae well as the achievement ie a vital element. 

Cbriat4.lnity sets torth aa a pri.JnarJ pr!Lnciple "'.thou 

shalt lova thy neighbor aa thyaelt". 1hia pr1Dciple"whioh 

requires no preparatien and ia not capable ot f'urther devel­

opmnent. • While Judaism accepts this principle it prefaces 

it with the negative commandments -m:iou shalt not steal• 

and •'l'hou shalt not hate thy brother in thy heart"; and only 

~er Ille• :Uipertecti'bh•·are'" reaovect d.a the stage set 
~ 

tor the positive admonition ot "niou shalt love thy tnelgbbor". 

Nor does thie admonition complete the process ot perfection. 

For Judaism declares f'urther in the words ot Hillel: •All 

else ia a commentary. Go and aoqui\'e knowledge.• Hence, 

while Criatianity posits a simple, stereotJP8d pattern, 

Judaism asserts the tree-will ot man to create tor himselt, 
. ~ 

in his own wa7, the perfect tol'lli.. 

According to Cbr11tianit7, man lives 1n the world 

to fulfill the supreme Will. Thia self-denial bet''Ore the 

supreme Will lllldteeta itaelt 1n a oertain pass1v1t7, an 

attitude of aon-resiatanoe to evil. JWiaism Tiewa man as 

I " 

' , 

• 
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an active toroe, not a torce acted upon. •tan, all m•nkind, 

creates the world in the image ot Ooct.• Thia purpose implies 

neither asceticism nor monasticism, but puritication, natural­

ness, and aantitication; (hence, Judaism's preoccupation 
., <e• with the purity of tamily, sex, etc.) 

Form and Content in Religion 

Religion, in its broadest connotations, was an important 

phase ot Gordon's philosophic s~stem. 
•!r" ("-.-,-f).!1f>• ,..,:. ,.._ .... 1~ •f,IJltft ,fitt!ft #ell\ ''>f'> , '>~~ f., lj>61 f ,.J'l°"'fl • 

; f"'tl ~-al ~ f'~ .nl etMNI Nt>fJ"~1Ai°',. ~tf'p~ 'IO'$~A;.'6-tl~ -s.f".f 
,le ·~ .,,.,, .n1t!-} .,"iltutl IC•i'ltN n;, le.fl, P'•Mt J>h! -l'JN 1>~ , !/,.,, n:> ,,_,,, 
M\'°6~C> ~.n;;. p .. ,, , • .,.4)(1 P'""PV pun• ..... (P•?ff)G'""~ P•AllC.lf) .,,.,,! f),5 •er 
,,, ~J4l - ~lwMfl .nl1'1nlc.~I (''"fl •ltue.S') '~? l'1 Ph.fl •I(?..., ~t, ,. .. 0 ,--rJIG)) 

' ·~ ,, • .It • ./ti( le I) Aa we haYe seen 1n the discussion of the •Epistomological 
(!1' 

88.sia•, prtmitive man experienced a spiritual oneness with 

t bf Universe through his beliet in God, Wham he beheld 

everjwhere ... abcut him. It was the entire content or hie soul, 

for all th& be aaw and did was conaecrated to DiYine Powers. 
tu 

But - aa in all cultural d-.nlopement - in rel1g'1.an, 

too, .tora developed at the expense OI content. ihe religloua -
content-which la easentiall7 the 1.ndiYidual'a poaseaaion -

baa its roots 1n the depth o.t the individual human 1oul, 

with •atalb aD4 .toliqe paring and spreading throughout 
. <i!' the_ soul and ll1nd to the horizen1 o.t lo.ttieat thought.• 

The deYeloptaaent o.t rel1g1oua content goes hand and hand 

with the ad'Yanoe o.t human thought and spirituality. 

' 

... 

.. 
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a•w,Jan IStJn a1aa2 1·.nw~ D, • ., •o·J~ ,l, 1~1~ •a,a 1~1•n• 
'n2.,oa •'D 'IJ .,~D1 .. Jn '2a, ~~2 •~1J1 ao1s 1ef1 a' 1Jt~1 
~~~o In» ,,.~ , ••• ;~ ~. ,•n•a ~. 1p~n ~p·y~ •1n nst•'IJn 

•i1lp ft,._..~ ao1la •r.-• ~~ aA a,naaa n,1pJn DSJ~ ••a ,,n •'lJlw 
01a2 ~')l2 n•w1Jan n1~a a12~,tn1 aJlllSOt, ~1D,J>IUI• ~01 IHI• 

17non "1 ~J, •~'~ ')1'Jp a•n •inn ll1•nw .,a a•,•n• • ., .. w "'P•sr2 
/'/O) • IDDJ ••• •4tm1 Jnop,.• 2 111 'JJ11n'l1 .,,A11n') ,auO"Jpnon n1.,n1 

'!.'be form ot religion ia the poaseasion ot the group. -
Oenerall7, the group is lesa amenable to oflange and prop-eaa 

than the 1Dd1Y1dual; and the form ot religion, therefore, 

lagged behind progreasiYe human thought until it beoame pet-.. 
ritied. We•ertbeleaa, hwnan sooiet,. rtewed the t'ora aa · -
being endowed with p-eater aanctit,., until it superoede• 

content in ~luenoe. Aa a result,, the thinker was often 

compelled to leaYe the told ot conYentional rel.1.gion; and 

the deep17 rellgioua aoul either had to oc:mprcaiae with 

the petri.tieil-torm or withdr- ent1rel7 from the lte ot the 

•'n .•~~1um nt.,n1 110,P"on n~waon ••u"ao inn n,• , . ._ inas.-1 
"I'll) '.n1~u1 nJ ,,. • .., • ~ •~D 1 ••t n-,.ns 11.,1eo "I'm nara , . . 

'ftlia emphaaia upon t'ora (which 11 but another inatanoe 

ot the prooeaa ot TZIJ(tzUll in human deYelop•nt, which we 

haTe noted in Chapter rt) baa reaulted t'rom the departure 

-

.. 

• • · ot progreaa1•••. oreat1•• tb1nk1na rrom the sphere ot rel1-

g1an. !Ima,, it ... poaaible tor the 0reeu -- who produoed 

auoh d1at1nqu1ahec:l ph~loaophera and writers -- to ol.1ng to 
\f.!.J.. 

antiquated 14olatrou praotio••· Bma the Jlebrewa -- who 

excelled all other people• 1n their 191Iliioua paiua -­

were UD&bl• to 112 ' , Le ewipete themel•e• OG11Pl•te17 
~ 

troa obaolete fOl'M. AD4 wb•D Cbr1ate in1t)' att911Pted to 

I 



- 83 -

reatore to content it• original glorr, it auooee•ded -- with 

it• tr1Dit7, other-worl.alinees, and 1ntermed1&1'Jr to Ood --
. Q._ff-

onl7 1n ruining both torm and oontent. 

The tragic aspeot of -religiou• developement;, to Gordon, 

i• that not Olll.7 religion, but the very ccmcept1.on ot reli­

gion, ha• stagnated -- tor people ocmoeive ot re1ligion aa 

-

a fixed, atatic phencmenon that took shape thoue1ande et 7eua 

ago. Intluenoed b7 thia conception, certain modlern thinkers 

relegate religion to mytholoQ, and rec&l'd it as an obsolete 
fJ.!:_S 

phenomenon that lligbt beat be remoYed trm the w·orld or imm. 

i'hia conception has caused men also to view religion as 

aC1Dehos apart tram 111'e; and to aeek w1bb1n the realma ot 

aesthetic• that which miebt properl7 be an expression ot the 

r91i•1aua~rotionfl,n ,H,O ,Un .,,. t •yo • .,. U '•W • DllDMn Wl,JI )f 
~,. •~,,. no 7w n,1sn Aa •1•2•na ,sn na •"• 0~1ft'1J• .. •n,n 

D1D IU'IDn•~ n2t •CJIDMD eJ-us - ,,,ft i1no 1n1·0·1~ OS)IO 1De1ft 
n1n .1~5,no aJJ~n; , •• ,,. o~4\ll 111wa ~ a••ni~.,.. D•·n~ ~•, 01po 
.,.,. a•own JO 1J·~• ,,.w ~,~ n••n; ;~ow a••a., r1noe ,~,~ ms•n 
~fJwl~• 11·~;~. ,~, a~ n•1i 1•oao •1•'• •01 ••• t'oao 1·~ 
12~0 1111ia ,,PP" •"• 111n a,.~ 1~ 1••• n'lea np'eo•o n•ft,.,. 

' '"") " .aao 'e·u•n'n 
Gordon'• Total1tar1an1•m In Religion 

I -- ' 

!be ooncept11'D we have noted above -- whiob regards 

religion aa 97•tio and apart trom lite itaelt -- led also 

to the belief~ one ·nation may include members ot ditter­

ent taitha. ·~1 •1•01•~no .,Dl~ .,,2J ,~, ••n a,n · ·~ .n~,n n~·1, 

1uo'lwn ,. • 'P20 Nm aaaa2 1n uw au,, • 1~ Jn • a1.i, at · ·J)t a• ~.l' • 
,n'Jl1pan. opnn u1a2 a"'• ••111 nJ"ln ,1awa2 ,, .. ,. !~ Dleit ,..,,,.~n 

,,ooa ,,~ ,,PJ ~~· .·eo·~ .,l, aa ·~,a··nn to ,l, "~a,~ 1181'111 

/'Ii) • .,l 1po1n 

If 
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ot taking a spiritual in••tor,- ot theaael••• 11heneYer the7 

teel disposed to do 110. On¥• Xippur (and Bosh llaahcma), 

however, all 1ndi•idual.a teel themael•e• aa units ot a single, 

aubl.ille oti•m -- a •ingle nation -- an4 aa such, thef oenaid­

er accoun a ot a national, human, and uniyeraal •i&nirioanoe, 

rather than 1ndiYidual ... ttera. Aa such, thet. personalities 

expand and riae to higher levela with tbe upana1on ot the 

total perscmalitJ" ot the group, wh1oh 1n turn alao craw• with 

the growth ot its unite.~-

Imlortalitz 

Gordon disbelieved in the generall7 accepted doctrine ot 

~·worta1it7 ot the human soul. lie alao rejeo~d the Biet­

--.n theo17 ot imortali t7, which -1.ni;ained that the number 

ot oalbinatlcma flJf matter are ... ttnite, and that thererore the 

torcea ot nature wlll be agaiR oOllbined in such a manner 

that all nature (including ourael•••) will aa8Ulle the .... 
(f~:L 

torm it had preYloul7. 

-

.. 

!he oonoeptlon ~ 111Dortalit7 whllsh Gordon tavora • 
h•OPUlit7 

ia ill real1t7 no' •~itr; at beat, it la but a roatpODement : 

ot complete diaaol•tion. •!he 1Dd1Yidual peraonalit7 1.a .but 

• a puaiJag •••• in · the etel"D&l ••• ot lire and ot · eZiateaee. 

11bat la eternal 1la the 1D41Yi.dul peraonallt)" 1• the hidden, 

rtta1 illpreaa1m that lt lea••• 1D lif'e, · tibat ia eternal. to 

the degree that it alU 1a the •trenstb•ll1n& ot the regenerat1Ye, 

- ~~· the oreati•• •tlrlt ot 11fe.•~ 

Gord.OD llluatr&Hd hli 1191at ot n. .. with two am.lope• 

• • 
., 
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(1) a post-humoua ohild ot a man who has died, le1aving a preg­

nant wite; (2.) the light or distant ~tars that r 1eaoh the 

earth atter they are axtinquiahed, but which too will event-
<!.'" .. 

ually die. 

!be Religious Attitude Towards An~!!!!! 

Gordon 111 retusal to eat meat waa no mere deirioe of oon-

venienoe. It was a deeply rooted principle -- actoli9dob-h1e 
reTerenoe tor all lite animal as well as human ---
and 1n his quest tor the natural lite in its lot1cieat sense. 

"What baaic human, ooamic distinction la the_re b4stween eating 

the flesh of an animal and eating the flesh of man? 'I'be d11'-

terenoe liea merely 1n thia: "1'llb8e who eat" ot bW:nan 1'1esb 

abstain from ea ting ~era of their own tribe; 1llioae who 

eat trom the flesh ot animals abstain trom eatin~~ the tleah 
~s 

ot their own species -- nothing more~" 

ID general, Gordon urged a more spiritual a1~t1tude tow&.l'da 

plants and animals. Ke epoke caustically ot the hJPOOriay ot 

men who utt.er sublime sentiments ot justice, mercsy, eto., 

in the name of religion or e \bios. And yet thesu individual• 

oomplaoentl7 deTour animals, hunt them ri.thlea al3r, rob them 

ot their treedOJO., and deplete their strength. Tbe •err 

terms "beneficial and "harmtul • - ae applied to 1ln1mala -

emphaeize ~th•!' the unapirituality ·or man'• reJLation to 

the animal Jcingd.om -- tor these terms prilm;rily 1Lllude to 
. f(f' 

the exploitabillt7 of theee animals. 

Hae man a apuitu1 attitude to all 11rtng n1~tur•? Are 
whole 

not meD prepare~ to annihilate 1IJla apeoiea or· anjlJllala merel7 

.. 
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tor the -aake ot material gains .deriTed therelJ7! Are not 

th••• bea\a exploited and uhauated to grat1f7 t;he ba•••t or 
/\ 

man's whima! And 7et there ia a deep spiritual at'tinit7 

between man and theae 11v1Jig creatures which he exploit• -

an attini t7 ot which he is aware onl7 • in rare illomenta ot 

isolation trm other men, when he enjo7s the aiJLent , but elo-
<t~., 

quent companionship ot these aame oreaturea. 

Gordon defines religion aa being at botttcm -- the 

pure, the human relationship towards the esaeno•• ot existence 

in all ita phaaes. Pure religion ia the pure niatural 11.f'e, 

a 11.f'e amid nature and with tm++u nature, a 11t~e expressing 

the aenae ot hilher unit7 and higher reaponaibi:lty. Religion, 

af'tirma <ftrdon, will not perish while there exi1ata a human 

aoul, a aen•e ot reaponaibilt)', and a longing tor 11.f'e. 
P~ p•n , 'f',aaf> Ml -t~vf> ?'"';;. P11n , P,,,,,u.. P"1'1'fi ,,,,,. " 

- "Ul•Hf> .nl•.,ntt.f>/ /l·H~ <1#/ntclf> •h~ ft, pfilJ) •1(/~ 
- p11nfS> ~,. , 6'tll-tn fCi'"~t>, ~,, 'f>'1) ,,u;,.~ . .,,, 'J)Alc.1.f) ,./)fl~ IJl.Jf> 

tS'C) ". 1>?1?'1. ~?~'i' ,,~I-» ~::> ?flltJt ')l)f ', P•f>ltc ~ IDlca/'llJl I).) f) 

In oonaonanoe with hi• natur1atio Tiew of religion, 

Gordon -- 1n one ot hi.a moat inspired momenta · ·- portra7ed 

th• religioua emotion.tor the toiler on Paleat1.nian ao11: 

*Author•• notes the rel1c1oua attitud'-' tawarda aex, aa Ool'don 
oonoeiTea it, ha• al.rea47 been 1ndioated 1n OhlLptera IV and 
VI. !he rel~ioaa Tiew Gt nature and labor - •• Ool'don oon­
'oil T• , : 1 t.. -~ P.rftelea · h1• ••tire work, Qd 1• - ill.plied -in almoat 
everJ aubjeot he c11aOW1•••• Jlenoe, I haTe bee1a brlet in the 
treatment ot thla question here • 

• 



- 88 -
,. 

"Then when you will pertorm you~ork, the expanse 
ot the universe will be to 7~!

1

va1t shop, and 
you and Bature the workers. ODe heart and one 
spirit will animate l>'otb ot you. - On that da7 
you will aa7: •iseautitul 1• the taoe ot nature, 
but even aore beautitul i1 the 1p1rit ot 1ta 
lite, ot it• work." When 7ou will pause. a mmnent 
to •~raigbten 7our body, to draw breath, 7ou w1ll 
not inhale air tor breat?d!J8l but you •111 teel 
that 7ou drn in something e ae, -aomethiq eubtl• 
wh1oh 7ou do not bow, but which will tructit7 

IOQr heart and 7our mind, and which will add · 
ite and light to your 1;utt. You will oerta1Jll7 

have mcmenta 1n which aeemingl7 J'our whole being 
melts into eternit,.. !hen J'OU will grow silent. 
Wot anJ.7 speech but also •on& and even thought 
will be aaorile1e to J'OU• You will know_ the 
1eoret, the holinees ot ailenoe. · You will 1enae 
that which cannot be expressed except b7 work; 
J'OU will labor with all J'our strencth. mightil7, 
j070Wtl7. And J'OU will hear a t1n7 voice rise 
trcxn J'our task and aa7:•Work, o Kan, each one ot 
J'OU workl•" You will ~en know and oonaider ~ 
J'Wr heart that there 11 1n work auoh a apiri.tu.al 
wealth ot which j'ou can aee but the barest tringe; 
nor will all ot thi• wealth be aeen except b7 thoae 
who will look at it tram an angles. Atter the 
1ound ot the tiny voice, Bature annera, "AmenJ• 
aa though to 1a7: "Work, o Man, let not J'Our work 

. lte 1Da1gnitioant in J'GUr -own e7ee. '!hen 7ou make. 
perteot what I have lett 1mperteot ••• " 

en that da7, o llan, the truit ot J'O\lr work 
will be· - lite. Por there will be lite 1n J'Our 
work.•<.{.~ 

r 

-

• 
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Chapter XIII 

THE ROLE AND FUNCTION OP EDUCATORS 

The role and tunction ot educators, in Gordon's s7atem ot 

thought, will become more apparent to us it we first list 

their prei:lu1sitea. In an easa7 on the fiebrew lJniYerait7, 

Gordon epitqnizea these pNNqld.eltea: " 
n• ,,.,,, ,,.PIN'• ~i1sn nn1•~ 1~ ii·~; ca& i1non n~1on 

1711D no)~ c71~ n•pirn ~51~' ~101~·~ n1·~~ ;~ oi1p i·~~ ar 
cil t•an D,.A n1 ftl1,., r.,~ a1n O,M 1ln~ HU~ D'U.>J ~f ;l 

,1l7l iwa O~lja· 11~o 1o~l lJ• ci•n iino •7M aiaa n• ~,,. 
iutl pi •7 a-.n •• i1nS 1i•p.1>n •""'" SJlt)n tJ n1•n") i•n a1n 

J \•rn ~1ft~ n11l'lt~1 w•i~ ,~J DM 4~ •o•;, •ft1,~n ~p1i1,a 
l•• - i1n1ton 7·J~ ti•i 11,·1~ - tiiMn 'l•Jetl •inr1 ''oa1p 

146] • • 1D~~J 1J • .,. D)~JJ.n .,~ 

The educator, then, must be a philosopher with a tull world­

outlook. 1'etore he can educate man, he must know manJ and 

he oannot mow man except through his Olf'D inner world. II• 

' must.be a son ot nature, sinoe h1a task is not onl7 to traill 

man as a social and national product, but also as a cosmic 

product. Bis 11.f'e must be an inoeasant creation, a permanent 

example to his students, tor it is thus -- and not through 
~I 

the world ot boolca -- that he ma7 intluence them. 

ill ot these prerequisites ma7 seem platitudinous to us. 

Th8J were no le.as platitudinous in Gordon 1 s da7; and 7et, 

in h1a ea1erneae to establish an inte•grat_ed ~ilos~b7 

ot labor and soil, Gordon "reiterated the moat obvious t~1ama 

in order to rearrange them into his a7stem. He was oonvinoed 

that labor and soil oould be a m1ght7 instrument ~· motiY­

ation f~ the educatorJ and nationalist Jewish education 

.. 
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(eTen in the Diaspora) since his day has adopted as a guiding 

principle this conviction ot Gordon's. 

Gordon did not belieTe that education must be practical 

and pragmatie in content. On the contrary, JDodern educators 

might do well to reTive the age-old tradition in Judaism 
(L!). 

~ TORAH LISHMAH. Like John Dewer and other CGntemporary 

educators, he telt that the tunotion ot the educator was not 

to provide knowledge, but to induce men to selt-education, 

to an inner awakening ot their own latent powers. He inquire• 

whfther~ any person may presume to have the right to t each 

others -- or whose ideas are so absolute and universal that 

he possesses the moral right to impose these views upon others. 

(In this score, Gordon moves cut ot ~the erbit ot totalitarian 

thinking, which frankly c~ndones propaganda and educational 

inqpct•tnatiGD.~11n 'w ·;;~ nc11 nt•tt n1•n,, ,,,~, 1tt F' a1'>~ 
a'f'lpa••n c'>i' nauc a')~ a41• a'>2 nPtt r a17:J lll 0•111 '):mf 
'ai• ~1l ~:J o·~i~~ n1'n" 6'l'1no on·~ '>J p, ,171t 0~1~ ft,,,,; 

~c·~,YJ an·~ '>y p,1 1D1a ,y1 a71yn ~100 n101an ,,, ••A ft101an ;, 
a'>i ao~' a'>i a••n ,,:J no1a ~:J ~,• '>:J l'• nca., «D '>y 01;, 
nn1•S ,, ft1~p;1 '>'>l~wn;' rinftn'> '1pnn'> a•;,,. an 1•e p, , .. 
O'Jl1o n1·n~ a·~· an 1«D '>y p,i l'rm7 ~·'>1100 an• n'lyon 

cn1,,~ pay ~, ,n1Wli1n ~" n~1,'"' p6y ~:J nt •'> Dl'>~ 1a':J,J11 
•1a••1111Mn a••nn ,,., 

" 

Hor 1• there .a universal method ot teaohing which ia 

adaptable to every person, nation, or generation; ainoe every 

nation~ or man preaents a distinct p7aohic entit7, in accord­

ance with which he (or it) · muat be understood and eT&l.uated., 
. f 

and in harmon7 with which alone ~ be reclaimed. CJ.!!. 

The role ot educators, and more especially ot writer•, 

is ao ponderous a task ;-that it baa otten caused them to atand 

' 

., 
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an the perjphery or the orea ti on struggle, and not in the 

center; hence. they tail to grasp thoroughl.7 the signiticanoe 

ot their role. The times demand that they be more than writers 

in the ord1n&r7 meaning ot the tel'lll. who endow mankind with 

a product wrought in the confines or the studio. 1'\lt to meet 

the challenge ot lite tully. they must live iqall its breadth 

and depth the lite that is being created. and must share tully 
(!!:S­

in the duties or labor. 

It is interesting to note that throughout Gordon's writings 

on the role ot writers, there is an absence or fervent entreat­

ies tor the freedom or expression. On the contrary. be argues 

t~t •the nation. like nature., knows bow to obey man to the 

degree that man knows bow to obey it. haw to oobey its indi­

vidual laws.• {!,Ct' 

' He compares the writer to a dynamo that transform the 

vital motive toroe that lies inert 1n the deepest recesses 

ot a people's soul and conv.rts it into visible. concent~ated 

energy, Which disoharges light and heat. Similarly• Whoever 

is able to draw upon the innel"llo1t 1oul or a people endows 

his own words !1th immortality and un1Yersal ap.J>eal. 

ni•lpon nln ftl1Jo J'po .•1n io1on 'l ~''*; ,vma 1r nJ'nlo , .. ; , . . ,n•pDJJo 7ll1 Dift nowJ 'Jn, ll no~pnn;J ,n•J1•nn ~p1Jnn nM 
nl•i2 narD n~tpDn •l Jl1o .oono1 i•ao •1;11 tl1,o nl~ ,.°" n1·n~ nl·i~ n~n'n11lo •l npo1~ ·~;l niono n1·n~ 

i•on n) osn no~11 D''n DllO n2•1* ,.ca a~n ~ow1; ~l171Do 
· ''Y •.illno t"Jo' ,PDU> u••• i1po 

The eduoation ot ob.ild.ren be11e•ed Gordon, should not 

be transterred troa the 4cma1n ot the parents to the caammit7 

• 
., 

-
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or its agencies. On the contr&l'J', all young people Should 
r, ,., 

receive training in child-education and child-guidance." 

The goal ot education is the liberation or the inner man 

and inner consciousness. It must seek to elimil;>.ate the talse 

reverence &DC! striving for power - which is a basic cause 

for social dominance by parasitic classes - by directing men•a 

strivings towards the labor ot creation. 

It "involTes above all a striT1ng tor the inner treedom 

of man; tor intensif'ying of the human consciousness 1n each 

member or society towards a task that will bring each member 
~,, 

ot society to self-analysis and self-education." This is not 

a science ot books, but a science ot lite; it is not "an outer 

str1llggle, but an inner struggle to capture new territory 

1n the heart ot the individual." t":)' 

• 

.. 

• I 

-
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COBCLUSIOB 

u I have indicated throughout this study, the 

moat ardVoua task 11hich oontronted me -- and perhaps the 

chief contribution ot this studJ' -- consisted in oraani­

zation and !fDthesia. Por Gordon himself WU not OTel'lJ' 

concerned with tbe development ot an all-embracina &J'Bte• 

ot p!Uloaophy, as such. Oenerall7, his essays were direoted 

towards the olarU'ioation or solution ot some apeoU'io prob­

lem, 11b1ah atteoted practically the relationahipa ot his 

tellow-workBra in Palestine. Bven the Kit&ur Kine A. D. 

Gordon prepared by Terad7on and Shah.at, and their English 

counterpart 1n the Selected B•••Y• (translated bJ' ~ce) 1 "bringihi oraerout ot the contUaion am 
do not suoceed in"preaentin&, 1n organised f Ol'ID, noh a 

a111tbea1a. They have onlJ' re-arranaed aDd reproduoed ver­

batim, 1n abrid&ed fashion, a IJIUl19er ot •••&J'S written by 

Gordon -- but •till marred bf Gordon'• own lllperfeotiona 

ot di•oraanisat10ll, di•ouralvene a, and verbo1it7. 

(\._ In the prep~ation ot thia thesis, I wpelt lib­

wiaeA attected b7 these 1mperteot1ona ot the author. In 

order not to .lose the spirit and the eapbaaes ot Gordon, 

1A the prooe•a ot condensation -- it was often neceas&rJi 

to resort to the saM Aittu.enesa, parenthetic expreaaiona, 

aDd appositions, tbat are so obaraoterlatlo ot Gordon. 

It was rq asn feelin& that -- in a aenae -- it la 

1ron1oal that Gordon should have been aocepted so 11hole­

heartedl7 bf ,_.., 1U0r:..ia4 a'OOiill•t Zlonina aa the 

' 
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• 

"philosopher ot Labor Zionism". Por, while no one oan 

diapute hle sublime taith and ainoere deTotion to his · 

ideal or labor -- there are 11e11ta1n pronounced tendeno1•• i 

in his th1nk1na that wquld today brina him close to the 

pale or totalitarianism. 

Bia nat1onal1811l - tor example - ia ter.ent, oonsumina, 

and almoat (one ia tempted to sa7) chauT1n1at1o. ()1 one 

occasion 1n 1910, •hen the Jewish farmers tore dOlnl the Jew­

iah tla1 during a oelebration in Petaoh TikYah, Gordon b1t­

terl7 condemned alike the culprits and ailent b7-•tanders; 

and on that ooca•Aon wrote an 1mpasa1oned presentation ot 

the aanctit7 ot the national tla1, such aa the moat ardent 

ultra-nationalist would teel it. 

lllropV°aing a "united tront" with the world aooialiat 

moyement With ·the Tiaor with whiob Gordon opposed it --

the labOl'er ot toda7 would help weaken one of the strongest 

weapona a1ainat reaction that exist toda7. Gordon's persia- , 

tent opposition to the •oiasa-oonsoiouaneaa wrought b7 

Marxists; his dispara11Da retereno•• to aooialilllD aa: 
n'>:>f> tc~ ~·aJHlf .,~ f>'f'f e,o f> f) , ,., , ~ , 'J:; 1K , 'tl>IK::> 1>" n ~ tr 

. /'lo) ''·"''"Utt.-
.wOl114. aene aa ariat to~ the mill or the present-da7 rea~-

tionar7. 

:A more 11trildn1 imtanoe, perhaps, 1a Gordon's nat1ona-

11at1c •4'1WllM.~.r reliaion. Ke reprded •• abnormal and 

88lt-OODtradl•tor7 1 the U18t8D09 or 8eYeral rel1gioD8 W11h in 

' ., 
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one nation. cm thia aoore be atanda in abarp oontrut to 

the proponents ot•ouitural plura11 .. •, and ia more oloael7_ 

aJd.D lD apirit to the totalitarian oanoept ot the national 

religion. 

KoweTer, it would be a p-oa•l• wijuat eTaluatian ot 

Gordon's oharaoter and aapirationa, to take too aerioual7 

tbeae •upertioial reaemblanoea to the •1rit ot modern 

totalitariamm. Gordon redttema bimaelt trom thia at1-b 

When be inaiata that nationalism muat be exalted, etbioal, 
~"' idealiatio -- or not at all. Unlilce the modern Paaoiat, 

~ oondelllll8 unreaerTedl7 -- not only war -- but alao, the 

martial •p1r1t, military trappin&a, araiea, eto. Kia 

entire approaob to the Arab• -- Who loomed aa the iDIDediate 

menaoe to Jniab a•piratiou in Palestine -- 1• paoiti•tio, 
r 

tolerant, bOllorable, and unaullied b7 auaaeationa ot ulter­
~,.. 

ior politioal 4ea1ana. •e in•i•t• that the lottieat torm 

or aoo1al IUe 1• to be tomid onl7 in oooperat1Te :butsoth 

or lloabaTei 0Yd1m1 and in the uticmallsatiqn of land and 

1n4atr7. (DaJ'Ul aooredita him with oontributina tbe 

•14eeloa of the MW f'orm ot aettlement, the •aoabaT oYdim', 

and ~ writtna out a •e.t ot preoepta tor their oonatitution. )~J 
• 

Unlilm the reactionary ot our da7, Gordon reaented and loobd 

aekanoe at the intru.ion ot priTate capital an4•tatttat1Te• 

upon tbe JaleatiJlian aoene. •e belieTed tbe llomeland abou.ld 
. 6 

be tbe ·poaaeaion or the entire people -- tbe people who 

" 

' 
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were willing to toil tor it with their bande and their 
<l:!_f 

hearts. In hie T•'r"f emphaeia upon the aanotit7 and 1n-

d1T14ual1ty ot the human peraona.lit7; in his reTerenoe tor 

all lire ·-- human, animal, and plant -- Gordon repreeenta a 

spirit 1alat ia hostile to totalitariani••• 

11&7 Gordon ' • a7atem ot philo~oph7 be properl7 tel'ID94 

a "DAT!l AVQDAJI• -- aa ao man7 writera are prone to do toda7? 

I bel ieTe ao. Jlia •J'Bte• ia perTaded throapoat wit.b. a 

oonaoiouaneaa or a oreat1Te God 1n a oreat1Te nature; ot 

the aanotit,. of all lirtna beinla; ot the dipity ot man•a 

role upon earthJ of the n17atio UD1'7 that binds man, beast, 

tlower, to all toroea -- seen or unaeen -- that ehape the 

oourae o( the uniTerae. BTen hie nationalism, hie defini­

tion ot the earth17 tunotiona ot eaoh aegment of human 

aoo1•1iJ' -- are impregnated w1 th this R>irit of eanotit7 

and d1p1t,.. 

Oerta1nl7, th••• are the 1n41oea $t •re11aion• aa 

it ia oolllllODl.7 understood. It we aooept reliCion, 1n 

~~}f 4>'~•1!~1 ~8f1~C1) 'f. l .J/e,l M '1' lc1il ' ) ,), >;>1 Ji lj>H/;J},),1 

• tJ>Jf) .. . ...... ,.'°'p6'b Pill ?l.1t?t '''fl , p '?J»>C-,,~ P "l) ··· · 
I '!.!i •. "l/Y ..nl I"-. . _,.";11) 

'lhen we ma7 with jut1t1oation 1nterpret Gordon'• world.-

Tin, and the proaram arieinc oat ot that world-Ti .. , •• 

·a •reltaioa•. We reaoh tbi1 oouluaion, alao, when we think 

ot religion 1n 1uoh term1 aa • •••• the ettort ot mn to orieat 

h1m.ael:f to the uniTerae 1D a wa7 that reokona Dot onl7 with 

th• nature ot thiaa• lmOIOl (Which ia the aphere 6t eoienoe), 

-

• 
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but also with the wplmuwn and 111'•ter10'1• aapeota ot lite. 

WheneTer a man•a oonduot 1a oonaoiou.al7 1.ntliienoed b7 aasump­

tiona ot the d~at1Jl7 ot man. ot the Talue ot tbia or that 

oourae ot behaTior relat1Te to a hieraroh7 ot Taluea &aa\Umd 

to be inberent U the nature ot thince. there we haT• reli&ion." 

Aa we oan readil7 aee. the pb1loaopb7 and proaram ot labor 

eTolTed b7 Gordon oontorma almost entirel7 wl th thia deaor1p­

t1on ot religion. 

It S.. a oharaoteriat1o ingredient ot aoat rel11iows 

171t ... that the7 poaaea• their own prophet. So too ••• 

•as.. aoT••nt bu had it• aa1Dt and prophet, a~ tar re• 

mOTed trom coDTent1onal authoritarian Jewish reli1ion. but 

neTertheleee a aaint in the absolute oonaeoration ot hia lite 

to h1a ideal aDd a prophet 1n hi• ina11bt into the spiritual 

needa ot -the modern world and, 110re eapeciall.7, ot the Jn­

iah .. ople 1D the moderD world. !bat man 1• Aaron DaT14 

Gordon. • ~"I 

Gordon, howeTer, wml.4 ·~ t~ orown ot ~opbeo7, 
eTea w1tb1D the tr--work ot a •rel1&mn ot labor•. 
Be Ollta aaperaion upon the 1nd1T14ual propbetsa.leatatea, 

quite oonaiatentl7 with hia nat1onal1at1o appr .. ob.: 

8 Propheo7 qoul.4 'De the beritace ot the entire naticm, 

ot enry 1nd1Tidual ••• 8a1Tation throap a prophet will ap1D 
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