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Baltlal Y• !OT Llr - B•ll•r ... ltora 1Ja tile 

7-.r 1171 •' Walleratela, Jl&Yaria. Be wu Uae poetbm-. 

aoa of Wat.lau 1tea llOaea JATl Beller wlao 41•4 •' \M ap 

of 18. •or-..tei, Y• !oT ... altl•· to ltw wl taa hi• 

DO' ~ tJa Ille Oft -ratl• llat e'Yell 1D tU -..U
lDC oMa.1 

Aa a 7oatll Y• !oT wu ... , '° ftl .. 1*r1, wllere 

be •'8419' _..r l•olt aiiu'-s. a !MD lie wu illTt t.4 to 

~ - a .. .i_ ....._,, Au• Aeh,,_•l, no later 

....... hi• tata.r-ta-i..a !Mn be atu41M. •to 3'&Mh 

Lis 'MD Jleu1M19 lliea4 of tile Pnpe P*l_.,_ aa4 Sol-• --.--
Z;phrl• Jt!.11!9!.•_ d. ea. IY), olalef raltltl of Jhpe. -
Beller ·nea at tile tailer - ot 18 wu qpolatet u i9f7oa, 

Jdp, ta ~· -- the oapltal of Bola•la aad. alee a 
-

oenter of J'•lela leanalDC. Be waa ~ reeleoted. '• 

till• .-1t1oa _,11 JlarOM._. of tile 7eu 11M n.. Ile 

m HleeW u AT~tll-Dla la Wlbl ..... , llenft&. ..n 

be r1•t•e4 -., a _, eta .. a. -.ion lie -•W 
an iDTltatloa fraa Yi- to ._._ tlaair n1t1t1.6 

Ia oner to .,.nolate t,119 '1lrM 7eara of 

Beller•• oareer lla Yi_, .. _, ala• ban a 91-.r 

1t1•'11n of the J'nlall o• ••l'J" of ftiola Beller »lafeA 

auoh a prcmlD••t role. the DllrV Teare• war m ~-' ater-

1111 into lt• ••T•nt.h 7ear wlth·hrd.lnaad. II a pwel'hl O&tll-
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ollo mperor oa tile throne. Di• J'- ••r• araAaal~ n

tVD!aa to Yi ..... tr• wlllala t.be7 ha4 ••• a»ell•4 la llOO 

- •tthlu. Dle1' ••r• 'tielJIC allon4 to retun ._.,.. .. 

th• war laa4 4e»l•tecl the aatlaaal. tr•UUl7 u4 th• pftl'a• 

•at nM4ecl th• naltll of the J'n• tor t.llelr flpt aptut. 

the Prot••'-'-• Dau •• tlacl tile J'ne reo•1Tlaa ..,..,_ 

faTora tr• t.be kbl no -494 tll•lr flnaulal .. dd .. 

to •&n7 oat Jal• 1 ... 4eeln4 »'••• of oonentaa t.lle 

wtlol• wor14 to Catllollol•. (In ~ -- Ue;pter II --

•• llball UDwl•• ••• tbat Dl'hc the ew perlo4 tlao 1-

••n the nolglau ot ropl ua..-t.l-.) rn tlao• .. • 

p14ea wen ••Vlllate4 _,. taae 1- • ~ 17e lAI fer 

war JU"Pe••· Uallb a. In• ot •t.,.,..ri.. • •ltl••• 

i.M Yl-- J'- ftn e•1 Jt tr• euYilla la taae U111J 

or grnl4laa •U.t.ttate•. nae Yl- In•• ~onnr. 

uolancl Uaat. t.be1' lae4 4o• tlletr atMet. a8' ta.at •• 

'1191' wn •tile ftl'p of •tanat.l•. a. 1-4 tlae fl

-lal ••41t.l•• of taae or .. nn mpt M neoplaet 

la a. fMt tllat. oTOa tile oloqr .. n tlana'9aecl n t1l 

HlDC '9P11.6 

'Dl• J'm nttoncl not. oai, fr• t.lle ;pn9&11bal 

••clltlou 1'at. alH tr• U. Sltperlal •elUon mo, ~ 
moaeln '911a,, _ _. paata>--u, _.. lit• 111.....io 

tor the .r.... !ll• pTer tat - appoalo4 te • 1'me •• 

1611, uacl u a roRl' aa _..r - l•••• la Ylw ta.at 

no .. wu to •l••t tile I••· Dae oit.laea17 wn t.ia 

to lln toptllor »0&0•hll7 ... qalo~ _. la ao --r 

were th•1' to cll•twb tho J'-. Till• ecllot. oaa14 aot. 

&•••ral.11' be ma4er1toocl 'b7 the aT•ftlP CJatlaollo wlao tla..Pt. 

that atno• the Proteat.aata were belaa at\aon4, 1'117 alaoal.4 



I 

tile J'n• • ••1•494. Bat tile Gout ... the ftl•• ot 

»roteetlq tile 1- a84 .. r• •nr naq to ...... to 

naao...-1• nqu•ta. Beno• l'•rU-4 II, • ~ 2la4 

or t.be DeD ,.ar p.Te peralaalOD to tile Im la Vi-

to ereet a .,....._, ...ia lib t.b• - la ~ .... 

tbro1lata tlaat -ua- to eleot t.la• ..... 8U'J ottiolala -----------
eltlen, aa alt1Ue4 ra•1, -~. olaonl 1 .... r, aelatll

klepter (a ~). · _. a eolaoelllllt. Dia elUl'a, wlaoM 

49'7 lt ... to M••• tme, W alaW Wore tall• or4er, 

lMt 9- liia4 ottea -.. aoeue• of 4teplqtaa ta•orl tl• 

..a to aTot• ee neeou•••• of a.I ..- e~eotloa aa •

•lue& a-.1 wu .... ,_. to -. e1 .. -. ao el&oti4 ala• 

llaft a TOM· la Ule Qpel'tl•'• ef '--• 8-nr, alMe 

uae zewta • •- e..i• aot i- 1t,ooo pi._ • •••-

'"till•·- 4 •- ... ~1--. •p&a la 1MI tile 

z- ..... ••"*' ,. ••Vl'9te -t.MI' - ot _, -- 60,000 

\O I0,000 fterba. !Illa •me ... WU ...... QOD tile 

1- ._ __ tlle7 wue .... ,..., to laa•• _ ... mola walth 

"7 •••• of o-nlal e:aheape, ea&· la taaa eftat tlae7 

eoal.4 aot Pill' till• •mt tM7 nr• tlanateae4 wttll tM 

-~ ot .. pJJ• Jaa\. 7 Jlat tMU naltla - .... U,. 

engerate• .... J'enla•t II o•Y1Me4 of .._ tu' 
8 

ncla••4 t.Mtr •11ptt• '° ao,ooo R•iM (AP"tl ia, 1111), 

De•»l'- ta ~oteotl• of tlae p-.-t a. 
J'n• nre th• olt.1"'8 of moia Hora. lllll• tlaatr t-r 

nltciou llf• wu •'••- tt.7 wan pea~ latla

oaoo4 1'7 atenal tor•••· t arq ail4 Jealouq ••••& 
OhrlatlaD pn.olaera to attaok Uao Im aUl hNl-4 II 



" ...a ._., .... ht fhil tMU •tla1le.» ta. lfta 

nn pemt-ttM te ~ ••••J' at'._ ftftftt nte et a tee 
••' laten•t wttaa _.._. . .- lo ,. .... , wttla•t!l a.at 
~ 1 .. 1a •-*V _..••Ml"• wlalle .. , .. ta.tr· ._. 

a . 
'-" .., wn at tlae - · , .. llfllM ..... auuue-, . 

-.n ~wen ••••~· att•._. 'r ••lU•n .-. ett-

1•-· u ~ • ...., lie& -..r· - · 11"'9 •lnle- •t U.., 

MA•• tlae·Yl- , .. r..-etM .~..a.- ta. le•-4 
16 

U.t • •t•Vl•t -- allettel - .... . 

ea ,_. •· ua .. a••• ... w a •-'•'• 
to ............ • glalllte ..... , .. .r... .... al•• '° 
s_...u. .... , .... ~-. ... a_,__.. u.wtn • 
l• enl••••I Iii: ·tllelr ... ,_. .. Jetttt- hr- r.,.i pe

teoU• ,_ ... leeiil pNa in•• Be J- alt111e1t 

o.-wan1wl ._ . .._. .... -.. Jae»e r•e.& wt6· tlle awaa, 

.............. ,_..Iii _..,_ tlleU- ......... 11 ... 

peete'~ ....... tr tlll8· BPI••• k t11t• ._. .. e 5 1-'l• 
till•• l•l• • 1•• ~ ~•'••• ·~ .,..._, 0'1·1·11er 

., ........... _., •• ,.a ...,,,,& .... -······ .. .. .... ,.\' ... =········""· .... , ....... Sela ... w-
- 11711'&. 1•1w Wenl. uA GUiat.IM 1•1°e· .. ...-W ad 

Gen.a. ... 1wa. ......... . a>e•na·••••t.aa.1-.. 
all4 •• .-ta's1at, · aet ewa ._ .. ...._ 191l• ..... 

uata - taanrt••lo• -.nu, ne n 1 ••••• tlaat aa. , : . 
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tile ~lrat tlao• foarteea hola••• wen not eaoqla to n

oein tile whole J'nt81l oa atv of ¥tw, •Yea tho•· 

l'•Nln••4 tlloapt Gll• tO ._ ntrteteat ro• tor '1la 

an4 onend on .n.q 1a, lllfi all J'- to mn. to tile 
18 

lonr Y-ol'Ul. Bonnr, lle·-naltn•· t11at Ile._. 9lMal-

oulate4 ~ • '•I' of~.- oa J.llpet I, 1111, ol'-

4•r•4 tile nel ... ta of 'Yl•ma to ••11 ... tti-1 la8ll at 

reuoaalale trl"•. Bat •n 4tffinl t ot eol•tt• wae tll1e 

~-of--· to •• •lv.11 .. , ..... tan4-. Jel'·· 

eoaal .._ttel of W.Nt-... till• J'- wen nltned of 

Jql .. loeal ........ n1-. 119•'1• ............... .. 

ua.. --.. .... ~ nn ..... t fr• tu nplattou. It· 

wu Smperattft U.t u. Jwtela· • •tV- aD4 tll• •ltT of 

Tl- •- M •- ... 1reta811:t11C" la till• repl'd. Bl• 

latter • ...,. a.. J'-· u ~ ll8lt tbe toner • .-1 

tile aoo4 wtll or a.. Clart•tt~. U'9r eewl'&l ooatenac••• 

oa ~ •• ieae, t.ll• z- -.re•• to P87 till• otv 1,000 

pl4n • e 1117, to nf'rata tr. ••llttlC •11PP11•• i• ·f•ll

at11tf• u4 lMtlUllS •terlal• _. fr• •ltdatial91 1-

for Ollrlatlw. B••.u• u.u ..... la-• wen enwpt tr• 

t.uatloa for a perlo4 ot -.. .. 7991'8.10 

Heller 4eaor11-• till• 1 .. 1a1a oa •1'7 u ...

to••4 ot •las alt141•• weU illt0&'l11&, --.J..t;Q aM la•u.lale 

peoi»l•.• Dlroulb hie ettoru tJae J'- laa4 a oODOtlwtl• 

to plcle tlaem. 11 Bl• otlalcma u4 •taMMBte wn MMJ•tM 

wi t.hoat oontra41Gllon. I.a lie Matto• 1B Ille aatolltop'al_,. 

h• alwqa et.ucl1•4 and. tn orur '° ••oarac• oUaare to 

at~ h• set aetd.a oer\aln roOlla in hi• houe• for tlll• 

. 1 
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T•l7 inarpo••.32 Hi• greatna•• attraote4...., P'l.Plla troa 

T&riou• 001111v1ea, althoacla t.h• looal Jn• 414 Dot a'Atfer 

for W&Dt of awuaia.33 •Da• •D&uat•4 1aterpntat1o•, 

the ••-•• of hla lateUeot 1• aolTiDC and. qpla1a1D8 

perl)lextna quatlo .. , like a "-•r whloh ••Del.a forth a 

ahaw•r of aparb waa hie 111D4 wlaea 1 t o- into o•taot 

wlt.h tile woru of Ul• Bl-le •••• ia la1a •-4 the 11114 llaht 

of uToatae•• that 414 aot lllllr4n t.be o •tt..r wtt.h · 

~•tlo ezaroi••• or laea~ atoa ... ate llat ear1ohe4 tbaa 

1t7 •l•'Tatl .. illatlt•tl .... 16 

3-t 1 t •- t.bat th• o a 1 not t..r b• hill oal.7 

lone eaoueb to ma•r•~ t.h• sreataa•• of their lo•• nea 
Jae ... oalle4 in Teltetla 1U7 to fill th• Y&Oaao7 of the 

raltltba~ 1D ~. !Illa wae a poeltlon to •hloh Beller 

W loob4 forwar4 wltla hope for ~r• ll• W epeat tweaQ

••Tn 7eara all4 ha4 lte• 41 .. gpe1ate4 wbea he wu Dot 
· a6 

!vu eleote4 ta 1ua to au••4 aa-•t Jlol•• ..... 1.. Yl tho•t I V,, f"";)J -o -._ 
a'l'atl th• o• •1"7 la Yl•w offend. llill ur• llOMJ' all4 

aor• hcmon. B• noel"' _,. pfte ..... 1.117 Ina 

iD41Tldaala ftO lla4 0- to DOW Ilia lDtl-.telJ'. Bat 

Yl•ana 001114 not off er U.. - oinl• u ~ &D4 af'9r 

Part.a of 161'1 Ile l•f t Yle1ma. Hi• wa• a UJU"\U• f1lll of 

uar.. •o fatlaer eftr left hi• oll114rea ..... r a 11ore 

eorrawfal eMna.31 S.ller r••ella4 ~ ia •tm aoe ... •t•4 

bJ' t.h• offloera of tlle lftiell o Y nwl t..r wllo lla4 a4WM 

a ~·· Joanae7 to ••oort hla to tM •lt..r. Aoat halt a 

7ear later h• wa• •l••te4 to the head. of th• 7eahl9M.a7 



CHAPDR II 

~ BABBI Ill PIWnI1 

1627-1629 

To tral7 appreciate H•ller•e life. 1n Pracu• tor 

th• nen two 7eara 1• tirat to uncleratan4 th• cleTeloJllQt 

ancl the atatua of the .rewieh a+: unit7 at that tilae. on 
account of th• l'hirt.7 Yeara• Yar the J"ni1h oowwniti•• 

of Bobeata, lnolu41q that of Pracue, hacl h•a~ taze• 111-

poaecl upon th• b7 the &OTenment. J,,a •&rl.7 U lalt JTecl

eriok began to lq hip taze• on th• J"n• uaplte their 

&ifte of •oTellber 8 to hill and. hi• ropl faail.7!8 ~· 
battle of th• White Mountain (Kont.-cn•-Blanoh•) wu a 

ooetl.7 affair tor Yre4erloka hl• ooffera ••re 911l>t7 &D4 

la• ued.84 •••7 to ~ hl• troop•. Th• noblll t7 and. th• 

bourpol•• nfua•' to help JL1a 1• hi• pllC)lt ancl ao h• 

tunae4 to the .rne u a laat r••ort. Th• .rna had. etutpa 

plaoed. oa their book• ancl \heir -rohaDdl••• their home 

were ra\hl.•••17 p111ac~4 in th•lr ab••noe tor •ilT•r and 

Taluabl• obJeota. 'l'h• goTenuunt wotllcl atop at nothiD& 1n 

their eearoh for .... 7 and. the .Tew• reall•lna thle fact 

acr••4 to &l•• 40,000 florin• (later 10,000 florllla ••r• 

a44e4) ao the7 wa.14 be left 11D110leate4. Bappll.7 for tile 

.rna Yreclerlok wa• 4efeate4 ancl clrlTen out of Pracu on 

lJoT.aber 9, 1620 b7 YercUnaacl II, leacltnc all &rlV of 

9,000 •n. Yercll-4 lla4 been preTiou•l.7 lnfluenoecl 

(Ootober 5, 1120) faTorab17 toward. the .rm beoauae of 

their attltu4e. Before hie attaok on the ol~ he bacl or

dered th• oo ... nder-ln-ohlef of hi• anv. Duke Kaxlail11aa 

of kTarla, to ua• enrw 4ieoret1on with the .Tewa. DJank1 
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to th••• order• fl'• the -.,.ror, th• z... "re •JaJ:•• 
clul .. th• terrHtl• •••b when th• 01 t7 wu under \am

'bar ... nt; thetr· qaarter, ln taot, .... pal'U4 - a utaoll
-ll, of ro7al troope. 

Dl8 report ~t the J'- "" to ~ •»&r•4 waa 

not lo .. la ~1118 otrcnalate4 tlaroqla the elt7 aa4 ~of 

th• Rroteataate •lell1ac to aan tlaelr aoo4• frta ooati..._ 

tton •-Ot to Mpoalt tMlr -roenctt•• 1• J~tu la-

tor sate •••1111· Bat U.7 ·nuoae4 1 ... rnot17 tor .. 

Jn• , .... •••r to tll• oonqurore 17 ..... of solcl .... 

allnr 111llell llla4 1-en Monte4 ta\o.Uaalr laoMa 'b7 Prot

••taata.19 

ftll of pa\1"'48 allA JOJ' -. .... of tlaelr ... 

11Terw• tile elun of the J'ntall oa =tv nao1ft4 to 

l)e~taate t.lae ~ ot Ula 4q ot Ul• oauwe of the 

~rial trNJ9 lllto Pn&u u4 ea11•4 t t the PDllDI of 

Pn&u (l'tll of JlanMnu). n.7 wen to aht:alia D• 

4rlakl .. aa4 •t1 .. •P to ldnolla ancl at~r Gaat t.laon 

wu to lt• ..a nJ oloU.. It wu oa Ulla •-toa that 

B•U•r wrote wo ..Uaot for neitatl• (ot • .-.ur Y). 

!laa _, latlaeaual - la ..... ...,,... .. .... 

t.la• ao•M'llor ot ~. PriM• Ollarl•• of UellMllatela, 

later Dab ot 111••1. ;A an-t M-1• utftllls all4 clla-

111ll ttoa ta "falM of 1 _... Ph.PU"V nRlW l'r• tM ••

tlacatt•• of war. DlarlDI tll•M oeattaoatt .. " ... 

appear tor Ul• ttrat ttM J'ao•lt Baaa•Tl wllo wu to »lt.T a 

aoet lllportaat ro1e ln till• lit• of Beller (et • .-...~ IY). 

To Ba••••l t.h• aoTenaor on~ 11, 1122 pnante4 oortata • 
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Jl-- tlaat .. re ~· tol"Mr po•••••iODe ot Chriatl- -

tor tbe tlrat time a l .. waa owner ot proper" onee »o•-

•••••4 1»7 C!arlatlaaa. 40 Other Jna l»eai4• 11aeM•l were 

crante4 the »rlTll•a• of llQlna gro_per'7 an4 to auo!a u 

extent that the •ovceolae an4 ol•r11 »roteate4 ln no •· 

o•rt&l• t•l'M to Uae ....... ~ . ~ma COUil!' 'RAV"f': 

ODJ) m JDS, m .....,ISK as, Cm&ft DD SCAICILY 

l'AYORJ.JILT mitlDD !'O DD. an !'JII8 IS •ot DD'J'ICUI.!' TO 

m J'Oll WBm m JDS ua A BOUll:Jl al 118Y DIPOB'UR 

BIVDUI PilDG DIBICTLY !'O Di CBOD mn DD COIB nwam• 
BY !'HS COUICIL AD ans.as 1f0% cmLY .AS CCIGnl!OBS lnJ! 

M •DIG JBml .Aft JIDIICIPAL !AX. '1 At ..-

oo-t• tile , ... •-oll o-.lat••4 tlaat th• Jna ..... 

!mrtlq. t.lletr o-ro• -4 »rof•••lou alnoe t.lle lattu 

lJt.porW their -nb•DllH u4 aol4 their 1oo4a mlaaln-

17 to Jnlell pe11ara. a. Cllrlatlaa• fRD4 oal.7 tale ai--1- left to a. atter tile f onlp bQera ha4 traaaaote4 

llual••• wiUl the J- aa4 mQ Chrlatl- .. taal~ f_, 
'' tll'1••l•l• to take ear• ot ta.etr f-111 ... u ••peotal17. 

1-ltter •• tile QaAollo olerg aa _,of th• M4 to 

••11 Ulil·lr pre .. ~ to tlae J- la order to haT• nu, 

M' qalte •wra117 t.lae ---polM aM O .... il 

obJ•ote4 •V.••·~ to Uaa •4l•t of .., ao, 1111 111llell 

orun4 tit- to i-t u..-1- la tall PG•••••loa ot t.1aa 

houea boasht 1-7 tlMa. !'o a.ppeue th••• proteata tile 10•

ernor appo1nte4 a o.-taaloa to lnftatl&ate the olaar ... 

apiaat tile 1-. When· till• o.-taaloa reporte4 that t.1187 

ooul4 ••• no hal'a in \he l .. • poaaeaalna th••• hamea all4 

• 
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that th• .r- were •••n beat oa 1111»ro•tnc th• poper~,u 

Prlno• <Dlarl•• 1•8ll84 a new e41ot 4at•4 June la, 1'81 

Whioh at.a\94 that I 

(1) the J- wen to oue into PH• 

••••ion of thelr ho ... a, 

(2) the propert.J of th• 1 ... wa• to 

(I) 

'9 1aeer1M4 tato tile -lotJ&l 

tax neol'U, 

'° H ....,., tr• all -l•lJ&l 

ollara••·"' 
OD .nme 11, lftl Prl•• abdl•• nlterate• hi• 

attl t1l4a la aaotlaer Hl•t *16 wa• hi• -r to tile pro

t••t• of tile Cbl'l•tiaa9 ,. t.la• .. Ort• l••... OD .Jlla• 11. 

!he o I •ent t7 -4• etlll aaother attempt to prneat tale 

.Jn• fr• poeH••taa t.Mlr h••••· 1'11• Clal'letlana •l' 
ta.at Uae mhr of ln• la alre&Q 1arp eaoap, tat Uae 

l- weft llODO"lhbl tile o~r•• u4 time l'Haolaa th• 

Chrl•tlaa ana- to a at.au of •-P7. nae olero ~·

e4 a teapo1U7 o-•Hi• *- • .Qrll a, lta7 Uae~ 

re•U"ala•• the l- lz• Mlll11&- tlaelr hon• to ot.bar 

J'm. n1 ... u, a. J'm omplat•• of thia nautotl• 

aD4 _. Uae pr1•11- ......... to U... • "-•' 11, 1U7 

1'•1'41-' ooatt~• not 0Dl7 tho e41ot of .na.. ao, 1111 

1nlt a44e4 that I 

( 1) J'm now ha4 t.be rtPt to tram

Ill t their proper'7 to their .... 

cealuta, 

(2) •1•• tile .r ... ••r• obl.lae4 '° 
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g1T9 aanual.17 40, 000 tlortn• to 

ill• lJlllMrtal olaaalter tiaq nre 

tree tr• all or4lnar;y aa4 extra

or4ba17 taaa, 

(a) the 1... ocnal.4 treq•••t &11 tat• 

marau an. traUas PlM••• 
(4) tile 1 ... ooal.4 learn aa4 tramet 

... 1"191••• •l\llo11t hlBdftao•, 

(I) all a•tllorttl••• UDCler pata ot 

ieatll, wen told to proteot th• 

Jfta t.D their rlS)ata.41 

OD PmnBS URY DDTDIOTLY Tm POBITIOJf fa DI CROii 

TO ml DIS -- DI min* 'CM f1' TD W.AJl 'l'R'IASUBY .dD TD 

••msmss al DI JnB TO llAD UP TD DDICrt n P.lYDG 

EXORBitJft BUllB TO TD BODI. ~UOll W~ CDUDLY A 

KmT PCnllmnL MGUllllT. D DIEill 1IRRAUP. 46 

Ye n-.ra apta w Heller 11110 •• olatef rat»~l of 

'1l• oo 1nlt7 wu OOllP•llei, moll api•t hla will, to 

••n• aa cdaatmu ot tbe oomd. ttee whloh ha4 the aapl-

ant taak of ap»0rttoatna tm ·-•1 •• of .&0,000 florlu 

amon& the ••bera of hla o• e1nl tl••· When the ~ cw 

for agporticmlnl aw lnd.lrtduala oam»lai•' of U.. antalr 

alloaent •••n Uaaup Heller ... ••t o-•laatlou.• an4 

proo••clei witla aonp&l- Jl"UW•· nae ..... J.al•r• 

l>el1•••4 t.h-1••• to 1»• rtotlm of aa taJutl .. , ~t 

the rioh ••r• 1»eiq aparei aa4 ~t th• lNrun of \he ta sa 
47 waa being abo\llclere4 'b7 th• poorer people. in.re ... 

aioh 4i•••ulon AlllCJDI th• J'na -- relatl••• ••r• ••~•4, 

ther e waa aeoret and. •••n open plottllla ·- Beller atroTfl 



ln -.ala to plaoat.e th• oa 1n1v. Jtlnall.7 in 1121 hl• 

•n-i••· who•• .._. B•ll•I' nenr. 41ftla••· WOOffU4 

in baTlDC hi.a ••T•r•l7 oeneore4 and warne4 1-7 ~•r4111aa~ 
not to repeat. ••oh prooee4lna• u were reporte4 to hill. 

But hie eneai•• were not aati•fle4 with thl• rebuke tor 

they umape4 up atill •other ua4 a moh aor• eerlou• 

ohara• -·Ula'\ ill hi• ltook, ·Ka•ade•n• Malek, he u.4 attaot

•4 th• Chrlatlan re11a1oa.'8 !bl• waa a ara•• aoo ... tloa 

tor it lntlat•cl tbat Beller ba4 tJ.acrant.17 Tiol&te4 t.he 

roJal, el.lot of •o•-•r u, lllt 1•••4 1t7 J-ercll-4 whioh 

apeolf loal.17 •tate4 tbata 

(1) .., oae, Zn, or noa-J'w, no 
wrote a 1t1u1*--• boot ap.tnet 

Z•••• or th• Cbrletlan· reli1lon 

llhoul.4 M aJgr.Ua4e4 an4 be •4• 

to ataa4 trial, 

(2) eupeote4 tone allo1ll4 be eorutln

la•4 aa4 all oltJeotto .. ltl• ,.. .... 

•• wen to be ezpaap .. or lf ltqon4 

NTielaa th• M-ob were to lt• •'tlre-

17 4aatro7 .... '~ 
Th• aowrnor of Pra&U• waa orun4 1t7 the error to arreai 

Beller an4 to ••D4 hill la obalu to Ylem.
60 

Heller, 4eaplte th• aotlT1t1ee of Ill• •Dllil••• 
pai4 ••tT little attentl• to tMa u lie lmMr that lD no 

wi•• ba4 he ......_.. aB7 ln41T14ual or ieeu4 aa wafalr 

Jul-at or o.-ttte4 .., aote of lDUaontlon. .Aa4 it 

wae not until "11• •••ntna of th• •t.h of ie-..s, 1119, 

wen h• waa 1ntorM4 that the ohl•f of polio• ha4 lteea 
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•••klJla hia, that he flnalq took oopluaoe of aQ attaeb 

a&alll•t hia. Bo htpq ••tew4 waa Beller •••n 'by the 

Cb.riatiane of Praau• that the head of th• polio• who ... 

ohara•4 with ht• ouat~ 'behaw4 with extrw tn4aJ.aenoe 

t•ar4 hill. ~lrat th• offloer •4• tnquirl•• u to Beller•• 

pr••••••• he 414 not wt.aa to eabarrua hia in the pn••ao• 

of hl• frleacl•. Then when Beller bad. lteen 1ooata4 the 

offtoial aD4 Heller went to t.118 heme of th• o ... a1-1a 

repr••ntattn, Zaoo'b Jlu•••l (of. ollapter IV), an4 then 

Heller wu appral"4 of ht• arnat, aa4 farther that .. 

wu to 'be ~ 1D f e,tera .- •4er par4 to Vt•-· Bow

•••r, ... !)Olt .. olll•f pelaitte4 th• •lhr• of th• ooncn

ptlon to tntenl• the aownor lD Beller•• uf•••· Ul• 

real .... • of tb9 1o•eraor waa lD a little plaoe on the 

other •tu of tile rl••r Ube. When t.h• elhra arrtn4, tM 

plao• waa aeove4 for the ntpt aD4 Ulen wa• no reapoaae 

to their ftrat lmooktq. Bat th.ea• -n wen maclaute4 

alMl tlle7 contlma•4 to poan4 11.P• the 4Hr antll one of t!a• · 

a•naata l•anlna oat of a wtn4ow aab4 t.h• what the7 

wanted.. .. wu lnlorm.4 Uaat t.1187 wen then • a •tter 

of llf• aa4 .... u4 Uaat U..7 -.t •M t.119 aenraor. 

It woal.4 JI.an -. •• 41ffioalt to ret..e tile reqU8•' of the 

Znlala l .... ra ... ao the ao•enor tuvutacl hl• aernat 

to adalt t.h .. to hi• ro-. Whea the' utare4 hi• M4-

~ · ''" l:<f ~ obe•'Mr t.be7 ·~ an4 •141 "JCr lori haa HDt tile ohl•f 

h .. V">'- of polio• to ••1•• OU' 'below4 ralalat an4 to tab Ilia .Ur 

hea~ par4 to Vienna. Whl tiler ab.all •• tuna ta our 41•

srao•T ~or toaorrow t.he Cb.riatiana rill -•_,.•• 181-

their leader i• arreate4, thl• l• a token that th• J .. a 
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haTe rebelle4 ac&iDet the eaperor.• ~4 lJll eTer'7 T101B1't¥ 

where till• •111 beo-. lm_., thq •111 attiaok th• Ina aad. 

thie •111 1114••4 work Ul• 111Qeror hull. Tltlerefore, ou 

petition 1• that 7oa allow th• rabbl to triaT•l alone to 

Vienna an4 •• plaoe oare•l••• aa ho•tace• U..t he wtll 

oar~ out 7oar oH•n. • The anenaor •bnl.17 wu aoTad. 

and Dot wiulna to lo•• the npport of t.he .Tna he tol4 

t.hm that for U.. Dlaht he paroled. t.lle ra11~1 into their 

oa.1'9, lNt that he reeene4 hl• uoi•ioD •t•lll tile aorrow. 

AeJU"nt~ t.he lwrternnttca of the elun bad. tntl•noe4 

the aonnaor tor Heller wae geral tte4 to t•••l alone to 

Vienna, H• departed for v1.... OD 

1129. 

Yteaa ... la! Wlaat e!ae• aa4 4~Lecrao• Beller 

... , Ila•• eqer1eaoe4 •• h• ntarae4 to tt11.e ott7 when 01ll7 

two 7eara pnTt••~ he bacl •ne4 •• Ua• rtret ral>l>l ef 

the aw lewtu oo ntv. Little 414 tile .r- of Vle1ma 

real.I.a• Ulftt ta• - feelt.aa of eorrow a·t th• tlM of hi• 

4epu-tan wae to owro.. t.ll• aaata at ~b• •ilht of hi• 

foroe4 aD& lpcmlalou.a •l•l't to thelr olt7 (10th of ft ' •a, 

J'aa• so, 1121). OD arrl•laa Haller walte14 tor th• olaaa

o•llor or Ula oovt, wenea'Mr1, la onu· te l•n J&rUoal.a.ra 

•1~ ~· to \be • ....._.. pref•~ ....... , Ida. .. aa 

aocm llltamsll. lt waa aot emU7 tlae tjlU. "Jfa.'•'•-
Jlalek• (BoJal DalatlH)il u4 ·~- ...... ,. (Pl••Mt 

Jlrea4) u ho bacl pn•l-~ bard., Ulat ••tlrn4 Q t.ll• 

anaer or J'ontweda Ula polat .. t.la&& t.lao • ••tart•• 
oonta1De4 refew•• to aoa-.r- w t.lmll tt ... 1•11 .. 

tbat ha ~ wt~ua -•aat tile uhl"u~ialL .n11-1•· OD 

SundQ, l '1t.h of Te s, the .rnlab tut 14Q • Beller n• 
• 
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aoaroeratecl toee"tbar with the oolmba crialnal otfendera. 

Thr•• 4&7• later, tbrough th• lntlueaoe of ~•r4laaa4•• 

fl ¥of Jud.ea ( oourt 1•••), Heller wa• r .. oYe4 to the royal 

pri•oa where h• •aJ07•4 •the ocmf ort of a beet, a t..l>l• 

ancl a laap.• ~· priaon k .. »•r and. fellow prlaon•r• helcl 

nothing lNt the hiab••t reapeot for Bellu.52 

Ia the •aatlM a o..taalo• had. l>eea apgoilai.4 

to aaoertain th• 4ecr•• to whioh Beller ba4 Tiolate4 taae 

e41ot of l&ae. Thi• oallld.aalon oaapoae4 of sellaatiaa 

Tenpapl, a Chrl•tlall Jmowlac Bel>rn, Katt.hlu v.zt•1111ua 

Jforbertla, a oonert to Chrlatlaal t7 who ba4 oa a prenoua 

oooaa•lon cleaOUllO•cl the 1• .. l>etor• th• official•, and 

.Joaeph~a lal.ln4 -.poatate .Jn who•• ..- waa Paal loe•Jla 

bar Saclok,66 •t oa .JV.1¥ l~. Heller-• oalle4 before 

it 

hacl been ord.encl llurnt b7 Re.Jal CQI• -.a•clJ M14 alao to 

Juattty hla8elf for hi• attaota on their reli1ion. Ia 

Tain clicl Beller ancl hi• frlead.e proteat that the obJeotlon

able .. otlon• referr•4 aot to Chriatlana of hi• ~ but 

to the 14olatera of o14en tlM•1 that the lura replatlD& 

the d.eall~• of th• .1 .. • with t.ba•• i4olatera were part 

an4 paroe1 of th• nllciou• lit•raWl'e, th• Tal•cl an4 

Kiab.Da, aacl that t.he7 were atwl1•4 la the 7eabinha •• 

literature an4 not •• 1111¥ attaok apoa their preaeat ~ 
66 

reliclon. Dl• oGlllliaalon aulm.lttecl a report la whloJa 

oertain l)&eaac•• were to be expunce461 aa Tiolatlou of 

the ord.er of 1626 an4 oonaequeatl7 Heller waa aenteaoecl 

to death. HoweTer, the emperor ••• content to releaae 

Heller ugon the p&111eat of a fine of 12,000 thalera, to be 
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paid 1netantl7 and the guilty work• to be deatro7eda in 

default ot thia p.,._nt Heller waa to b9 publicly atrippe4 

and floged in Vieana and Pracu•. Heller'• enudea bad 

groealy exaggerated hie wealth before i'erdinand and it 

wa• o~ through the heroic etf orta ot the influential 

J'ewa that the fin• •a• later reduced to 10,000 thalera, 

a aua atill too large to be paid by Heller alone. 

Hie eneaiea, not yet content with the bua111ation 

and a1ae17 th•7 ltroupt upon Heller, did further inJury 

when the7 intluenoed the orown to preTent Heller troa 

offioiatin& in &D7 oc 1nit7 in the ~uatrian eapire. It 

wae onl.7 after Heller waa releaae4 that he learned bow 

th••• al1p•r• had 99rpetrated atill another falaeboodi 

th•7 had reported to a peraon oloae to the .. peror, that 

Heller had boaat.4 in th• preaence of th• goTernor ot 

Pr&BU• that be bacl defeated thi• ea.me per1on in a diaputa-
5'1 tion. Heller waa releaaed froa prison on Auau•t 14, 1629 

throuah tbe eff orta of two of the riobeet taaili•• in 

Al&atria, the family of the late Koppel Kirela-Heller, that 

ia, the ~rank•l• in Vienna~ and J'aoo'b Baa .. Ti (of. oh. IV) 

who were related to Heller. BaaaeTi, in partio11lar, a14e4 

Heller when he oontribated th• 2,000 tbal•r• neoeaaar~ for 

the firat 1neta1lllent on Yam To•'• fine. Hi• freedoa 1• 

an atteatation both to tbe fidelity and loTe of the J' .. • 

tor Heller and to their &reat influence in the court. 

Heller returned to Prque on ~reT Toa Dppu, 

1629. Th• diatreaei~ trial in Vieana wa• beginnin& to 

tax hie strength and be waa bed ridden tor the next three 
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aonth•. While oon"t'aleaoin& at hoae he recalled that a 

well known Poliah ra'b'bl, Pincbaa bea Soloaon Iaalak Hor-
69 

wits, who•• father waa a foraer occupant ot the ra'b'bia-

ate in Prque,60 once told ht.a that he (P1nchaa) ha4 

heard that the Hoq Boote of th• 3na would. be bunt oa 

th• 5th of T•-•. .AD4 alno• thla wu the 481 11h•D B•ll•r 

waa amaon•4 to Vienna he deolared it to be o'baer••cl u 

a 4a7 of faattna 'b7 hla entire full.7 ua4 alao 'b7 the 

ooalng 1•mratlou. In Sh•Yat of lAO Beller reoet••4 a 

letter61 fraa Ai»ralaaa lla••••l (aon of 3aoo'b Baa•••l), father 
. 62 
of hi• aon-ta-law, an4 leanae4 that hla frlenda in Vienna 

ha4 influeaoe4 tile tine to ll04lf7 ht• 4eor••• aaatnat 

Beller to the utent that ll• waal4 now be peraltte4 to 

reenter the rab'blnateA an4 further that hi• oonttaoate4 

'boob wou14 not be 4eauo7e4. S•lllDC all of hi• 1014 

an4 ail••r 4iahea, llta ..itttu4e· of gifta, and helped. b7 

hi• friend.a, h• aOll9hcnr .. "•C•4 to '»&7 ht• entire fine. 

X••n th• looal aa&latrat•• were aoat •JllPathettc to Heller 

ant frequently permttt~4 hta long 4el.qa la ••tlna the 

inata'•nta. To oele'brate th• paJMnt of the lut 260 

f lortna he preaoll•4 ta the .. 1••1 S)'DaCoaa• at Pracu• on 

th• RAJ'•Uab aohetq. On the third of Tamma, lal, Jae 

left with hta wife aD4 7oaqeat aon, .Drahaa, for la&bllD 

to atten4 th• latter•• we441q to Bather, 4aall'ter of 

.w fl. '4Babb1 Yeohtel an4 lr&Dddausbter of,---_______ -J _ _ _ , 

.-i ,· ·' in Li t.huania. After their nutq eerea097 Kra. Selle 
c" ~ 

,.. left tor Vienna and Prague while Y• To• nnt to Brtalc 

r . I 
. ~ - "\ " (/\', .. "' 
~ ~EAft_v' 



CJIAPTlm III 

HIS MJTIVITms Ill POLAllD 

162\)-165' 

an 1nT1tat1on to become AT-Be\h-Dln iD lfealr T in Po4o11a, 

Ruaaia (1632). Be apoke at th• •J'Da&O&\l• in WemlroT on 

Shabbaa Sha'Yah and •4• a tin• lapreaaion. Th• people 

~-- rece1 Te4 hill cor41all7 an4 beatcnre4 honor• upon hla. M I 
,, ''4 1 '! • 

· Meller ·~e4 _1n WeairoT until 1aa5 when he aooepte4 a 
~ 'ti] 

u.1 aiatlar poal tion in Vla4ialr, VolliJnia -- leacliq oc 1 uni t.l 
' ,J v...U s 

· J of th• Vaa4 .Arb& Araaoth an4 a T•Z'J' lntlv.entlal cl t7. ~ 
f I '/JJ. v > ~ 
" · " H•r• 1 t wl.11 b• neo••N.17 to 41Tert the Uen4 ot thi• work 

an4 41Hu• brl•fl.7 th• inatitutlon ot th• Vaacl .Uba 

.Araaoth. 'l'h1• counoil ba4 beo .. a fiDcl inatltatiaa by 

th• •1441• ot th• alxteen\h oeaw17. It pTe th• P~llah 

~••11&"1t1•• eztraor41DU7 11Dit7, firm•••• an4 atreqth, 

an4 hence aeoure4 rea:peot froa their -bera u ••ll u 

froa oatald.era. Hitherto it ha4 •turallt OOIH abOllt that, 

at th• ... tine of rabbi• aD4 hea4e ot aohool• with their 

f ollcnrera at tile areat fatra, ~rt.allt quaatlOD8 were 41a

ouaaecl, l• oue• ••r• •ttle4, ancl a•a•ral ooaaaltatloaa 

took plaoe. 'Dl• utill\7 of aaoh ... tlnaa sa7 baT• beoa11e 

ol•arl.7 apparent, an4 &lT•n rl•• io the 14• of ~111& 

replar oonterenoea of 1h• hea4a of th• Ol ""iti••• to 

4rur up final, bin41ag cleolatou. Both lea4era an4 o-

mu.nl ti•• muat haTe been aotuate4 1'7 a healthy aplrlt in 

ap-eelng to ComDOD action. . 

The oounoil (Vaa4) ••• Jmcnrn at firat a• tile 

20 
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Counoil of Three Landa, that la, ot Pol.and. (Great an4 

Little), Lithuania, and Pollah Ruaaia. sub·a•quentl.7 

(in 1123) Lithuania fonMcl a oent.ral orcaniaation of 

their awn tor the reaaon that the aran4 cluo~ had a 41•

tinot flaoal adlliniatration all to iteelf. Th• ....i 

apgelatlon for the Pollah Coanoil Oall8 to b• Vaa4 !rba 

Aruotll -- Great. Polan4, L1 ttl• Poland, Pocl1011a with 

Gallola, an4 Vo~ia eaoh ttaurlna u a 001nat1t.uteat. 

cllatrlot. !!&• oommnl ti•• aeat 4elept•• 1;o thia council 

whioh wu oampoa•d of aiz rabble and twent1r-four l&JJMD -

•&Oil a - of pro••• euell•ilo•, haTiDC a 11ea t and a Tote 

in th• •J'DOd. 111• OCNDOil Mt. ODO• a 7•&r at Lu'b11D cbll"

ina th• apriq fair an4 luted aboat. a aon1th. Aaother 

plao• of ••t.111& wu the O&lioian town J'arc»alaT, cluriag 

tll• ohi•f fai~ whioh t.ook glue at the encl of th• au.er. 

Thi• waa ao at. leut at th• l>e&iDDing of tile ••••nt.eenth 

oentU17, but aoon it l>eo ... ouatcma17 to hc>14 two meetiqa 

annual~, on• at Lu'blln before Paa•o••r ancl th• other at. 

J&roalaT before the &U'1mla holld.qa. ()a eJ'9eptloD&l ouee 

aeaaiona were hel4 1D other looalltiea. 

At the heacl of thla a711o4 wu a Jpreai4ent., 

elected by th• replar -•re, who clireot.114 the cliaouaion 

of queat.lona, who 4rn up (or ba4 thie .clontt b7 othara) the 

report.a of the aiaatea whioh are oalle4 Pi1mohaa~e !he ,,,__ ___ _ 
8 ohief 'buata••• waa to agportloa to eaoh 1liatriot. it.a 

ahare in the oolleot.1•• mual tu pa14 'b7 the J'n• to 

the ao••rament, u well aa ext.raordln&17 •x.pen4it.urea 

enta.11•4 in propitiating high offioiala, la the defeaae of 

innocent Jew• ohar&ed with orlllea, ancl in ·ward.in& off 
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hoatile legialation. The oounoil aent ita aaenta. r•»

reaentati•• aen who by their weal th and atat.lon hacl ao- . 

o••• to the oourt or to the •pat••• to watch oTer Jn

iah intereata 4urlna the ••••ior&a of the Poli9h Diet at 

waraaw. Eapeoiall.7 waa it taperatl•• to be in at.tendanoe 

4ur1ng tile 'Coronation Diet.•, when a new king aaoea4e4 to 

the throne an4 preaaure ••• 11b17 to be exaroiae4 Q 

ant1-J'n19h el ... nt.• •it.Iler to annal or to ourtall pr1•-

11•a•• pn•ioual.7 oonoed.84. The oounoll waa conatantl.7 

on the watoh to preTent frlotlon ltetween the 1o•ernaent 

an4 the Jniab population. or an:r priTat• alteroatlon 'be

tween a Jn aa4 a Clarlatlan. for fear that it at&llt be 

penerte4 into a oorporate liMl ap.lnat the whole boq 

of J'na. When the Vaa4, •• ln 1580, waa powerl••• to 

•••rt the enaotaeat f orbicl4111& Jna to engaa• ln fanatng 

the roJal, tau• or oua~ it aa•• effeot to the maaure 

b7 an or4lnanoe of it.a .,.., leat the 1ree4 of the t .. 

•i&tat endanger the welfare of tn• -.q. Th• oouncll waa 

aupr ... 17 oonoerae4 with the welfare of the J' .. • •• a 

whole. 'l'bat alone waa paramowat, aa4 1ncllT14ual• were 

toroe4 into aullaiaaloa by .tile effloaoloaa weapon of the 

ban whioh the ra~~i• were .. ,owere4 to uae b7 the ro7al 

edtot. grante4 to th• la the 7ear 1611. Th• apou alao 

exaro1ae4 a 11t•l'&r7 oeaaolWhlp by granting penalealon for 

oertaln book• to be prlnte4 an4 aol4, aa4 retutna per

•i•alon ln the oaa• of ot.hera whloh •• ... 4 to thela bal'af1al. 

Th••• oo~•r•no•• had. a aoat. beuflolal effeota the7 pre

Tente4 long atancUng dieanalou, a•erte4 or ganlahH 

aote of lnJuatloe, kept all•• a feeling of union aaoagat 

the •arloua connnnltiea, cl1reo•1aa t.h- towarcla o~n 



action, tbereb7 counteracting th• narrown••• and ••lt

l•bD••• of .. r•l.7 looal 1nhr••ta, wlaich ao anatl7 ea

iaolatlon of c~•nualtt•••'' 
aa, for 

Beller, aa rabbi of Vla&ill1r, att.enc&e4 th••• 
Tarioua faire. !h•r• waa then maoh at.rite an4 oornpttoa 

aaona tile rabbi• of Polancl who nre •DPC•4 in the 4ta

araoer1ll prao,i••• of lllQtag tll•lr offl•••· 1\l•t a• la 

tile clqa of tile a..oa' !elQl• wlaea u. prtffta praotl

tbeH - decn4illa -tlloa •• .. re tit• Pollu raltltla 

offenac .•llnr aa4 aol4 ta ol'Mr to Menan a »o•it.loa. 

To th• hlcb••t b14cler woal4 fall th• oholoeat of opealna• -

th• rabbinate aank to the le'Yel of a tra4e or of a ••lliDC 

progo•ittoa. Be•-• of hi• atrona lon for th• tnaUl, 

hi• lntluibl• tnt.ear1v, an4 hi• noble oharaoter, B•ll•r 

protea.t.4 ... t Tlaoroual.7 acaJ.nat th••• preTallin& ab

horrent praotlo•• of the rabbinate. Be atro'Y• wlth all 

hi• 111.pt to uproot thl• terrl•l• ou•t• an4 final]¥ on 

th• elpteent.h of .Adar (Ka.rob 12, l"O) at th• pro'Ylnotal 

•JDod of Vollqala aa4 ~ a pablloat.ion -4e 1D th• ·~sue 

of JaroalaT (flrat. of l'laMD, Karch 24, lMO) h• auoM4-

•4 ln nnnlna t.h• aaoient d.eor••• aaainet aia097. Bau 

an4 ez.oo 1nicat.iona were plaoe4 on the offeD4lna rabble 

aa well aa OD the 0° emt tiea aooeptiJlc theee Mlle 'l'hu, 

for •m»le, the oomunity of Lokaea• wu notified. bJ' 
Heller to remoT• their rabbi, Joael, becauee he ha4 pro

o\&1'94 hi• poaitlon t.hr01IC)l hla ••altll. It waa ap.iut 

thia letter of Heil.er that the oppoaitlon of the 0•1munl'7 

of OatroS)l formed.. They d.-anded that the affair of the 

rabbinate of LokaH• be once aaaln ev•ine4 at the ti. 
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ing hi• poaition. Heller'• adTeraari•• beaicl•• took the 

11• upon th ... elTee eince at Lokacze Joeel had r•all7 

acted aa their attorne7. Kond b7 a enti.Mnt ot clipif.7 

eaa7 to unclerat.ancl he rebuked their insolent repriaan• of 

hi• ha•ina -cl• lilht of a worcl of the lU.ahna. Bia ao-
~ 

'~,; 
cueera mew, a• did eTer7t>oq, that hi• o_..ntal7 to the 

' 

Kiahna, th• Toafoa Yoa toT, waa uatTer .. 117 reoe1T•d with 

faTor, ancl that he 414 not ipore the decree a of the 
~- -- -Kiahna. He reoos:niaed willi~ Ulat hi• 11&117 cluti•• 

~r•••atecl hi.a, •oh to hi• rearet, froa ukiq a aore 

oup arr~ t of ~i• book. .But to reproach hi.a for ---ha Tin& foraotten a »&•UC• that eTe17 etuclioua aeholar 

kDaw• lllJ heart, Ulat la atup14it7 ancl clcnrnript wiok•da•••· 

The Lolraose inoiclent waa aettlecl OD the tenth Of XialeT 

with th• election of a new rabbt. 69 

'Dlia waa not the flrat tiae that Baller waa the 

object of -1lpere and •••n a• hie en-1•• in Praaue bacl 

him reported to th• authorltiea ao aaain 414 hi• alanderera 

oaluainate hia, thie ti.Ila before the ao•ernor of Volll)'Dia. 

They wrote a letter of oanaur., w& hout attaohi~ aD1' •1&

nature, aD4 in it the7 4.-clecl t.bat Heller be reaoTecl 

froa the ralalalnate. They aoouecl hi.a of thins• that no Jn 

eTer OOllllllttecl1 aD4 their effort• were rewarded tor H•ll•r 

waa ordered to lea•• town before the ao•ernor appeared.. 

Hcnre•er, preaeure wae brought b7 the intlue~ Jna of 

Waraaw upon the ao•ernor ancl Heller waa ap.in permitted to ---occupy the rabbinate in Vlacliair. On the aeconcl d.q of 

Succoth, 1643, he waa inTitecl to baoCl1D8 rabbi in Craoow. 

He accepted thie honor ancl upon hie arr1Tal in Cracow on 
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in& hi• poeition. Heller•• adTeraariee beeicl•• took the 

lie ugon th-.elTite ainoe at Lolcacze Joeel had. rea117 

acted. ae their attorne7. KoTitd by a HDtiunt ot d1pit..J 

eaa7 to uncleretancl he rebuked. their inaolent reprtaan• of 

hie haTiD& .. de li&ht ot a wor4 ot the lUehna. Hie ao-
~ 

u,, cueere 1mn, a• cllcl eTitr7boq, that hie 0G11Wenta17 to the 

I 
r 
./ 

' 

' 

Kiehna, the Toefoe Toa ToT, ••• uatTeraal.17 reoe1Yecl with 

faTor, and that he did. not lpore the clecreea of the 

JUahna. Be reoogniaecl w1llin&17 that hie 11&117 clutiee 

~reTente4 hia, moh to hie rearet, froa aatina a aore 

~~ oup arranc- t of hi• book. But to reproach hill tor 

haTin& f oraotten a R&•NC• that eTer'7 etuclioua aoholar 

1mawe 1',J heart, that la etupi41t7 and. clownriaht wiok•da•••· 

The Lokaoae inolclent waa aettled. on the tenth of DaleT 

with the election of a new rabbt. 69 

Thi• waa not the firet tiae that Heller waa the 

obJeot of aallpere and. eYen a• hi• enmi•• in Prape had 

him reported. to the authoritiea ao qain 414 hl• elanclerere 

oaluainate hill, thi• ttm before the ao•ernor of Volb7Dia. 

They wrote a letter of oenaure, •&bout attaohiq U1 •ia

nature, aD4 in it the7 49-clecl that Heller be reaoTecl 

traa the rabbinate. They acouecl hill of thlna• that no Jn 

eTer OOlllllittecls &D4 their effort• were rewarded. for Heller 

waa ordered to leaTe town before the aoTernor appeared.. 

HcnreTe:r, preeeure ••• brought 'b7 the lntlue~ .Tne of 

Wareaw upon the aoTe:rnor and. Heller ••• a.pin peraitte4 to ---ocoup7 the rabbinate in VlacUair. On the eeooncl ~ ot 

Succoth, 1643, he waa inYitecl to beoOID8 rabbi in Craoow. 

Be accepted. thie honor and upon hie arriTal ln era.cow on 
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the twent7-eigbth of llai'che•Tan, 16'3, he wae Mt b7 all 

the ~ere of hi• congregation who proferred their ~••t 

hopee and wiahe4 bi& much •uoo••• an4 hap~in•••· While 

in C,'?'aoow he wu in pedeot aooor4 with the head ot ~ 

yeah1Tah, Joahua Beachel, author of tbe "Jlaainne ShelGllOh,• 

and when the latter die4 in 16'8, Beller wu cho••n aa 

ht:ad of the yeuiTah Wlt11 hi• 4eath in 1154. 70 . .nl•t aa 

he had or4ere4 the l'itUl dq of T-• to lte obeene4 u 

a perpe'u.l fut tlQ ia hia f-117 ao Cl.id he -..te the 

firat or .Mar a ~ of snat JOJ' to o•l••rate hi• acatna

tlaa to the Craoow ra•l>l•te. 71 Beller lift4 ta Crao• · 
hi• 

tor the reat of hi• life. He toot alot Jut before cleath 

an4 in aooordanoe with the Jniah out• Ule DaM• Gel'ahoa 

an4 Saal were at.Tea to Itta. Beller Uecl e1Uier on tho 

foarth12 or weav-aut.ll7iof :Sll\ll in Craoow an4 waa buried. 

there. He waa H goor when he 41•4 l>eoauae he bad. &i Ten 

aw~ al.l hie aone7 to tho•• eTen 1••• fortunate that he 

414 not leaTe eno~ aone7 to ~ eY811 hi• own burial 

ehr0l&4.7' On hi• tomb•tone there 1• an epitaph atatina 

that he ••• areat and. hi&hl¥ reageote4 aaong hie aeneration 

and wae t.b• author of 11a117 boolca. Koaea Zaouto wrote an 

elegJ on Heller'• dea\h. 7~ 

Yom ToT Lipenn Heller waa twioe married -- hia 

tirat wife, who 41•4 in 1586, waa the daupter of the 

famous Aaron Aahk•naai, head. of th• Pracu• hoapital ancl 

at whoee invitation Heller tirat oame to Praaue, ancl hi• 

second wife ••• Raohel, neioe of Rabbi Pinch&• Borowits. 

He had nine children -- the aona -- Ko••• froa Pracue16 f ~ 
( Toetoa Yoa ToT, Ukatsim, Perek 3, aiehna 12), '1? Suuel ... 1"""'11 ( ~ 
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~ ~~ 
tzoti NemiroT, Abraham--troa LUbliD and Lob of Breet Li"toYaki 

the da\13htera -- Naah11 (died in 1632), wife of J.aron 

LoY17, eon of the ltOp_pela in Vienna1 51aael, wife of Yolt

Slowe; Roael, wife of Jacob Joaeph Cohen {TUriat); Rebeooa, 

wife of Hirah (Craoow)1 and Dobriach (died 16'3), wife of 

Samuel BaaaeTi.78 



CHAP'tlm IV 

no DIPORTJ.n PERSONALITIES 

Bo diacuaeion of Yom ToT Lipmenn Beller i• OOlll• 

J.ACOB B.ASSBVI both of wham plqed an iJl.portant role in 

Beller'• life u well aa that of the Jniah c• unitlea 

of Praaue an4 Vienna. 

one of Heller•• earlieet teaohera waa Soloaon 

Ep~ Lenoqoa, who, •1noe the 7ear l&O•, waa ~•-»•th-
l Din in Praau• and ae euoh it •a• inoum'bent upon hia to 

haT• char&• of the &a•••-nt of taxe• whioh he did in an 

honorable mamaer. Perbaga it wae hie •~gle that later 

led Hell~r into ao maD7 41ffioulti•• oTer thia Ter7 .... 

'buaineaa of tax oollectlon! LeD0&70• TiolentlJ op9oae4 

the pilpullatio ten4enolea of hia oonteagorariea. He wrote 

on thia eubJeota •1 han often exaain•d with the aoholara 

of f1i1 ti .. th• queatlon of the oomplete abolition of the 

41alectioal 4ebatea oalle4 Jillukia, eatlatlq that Bl 

WHO TO~TUHBS mus Tlm YOBD ~ GOD IS, LITmAtt.y SP.IUKJYG, 

A SCORRBB ~ BIK. But I h&Te not 'been able to auoo .. 4, 

'becauae there are aaong the eoholara 111a117 aa'bitioua .. a 

eaoh of whoa •i•h•• to occupy f 1rat rank, an4 who hope 

to aurpaea the other b7 gilpul. Th•J' preten4 that lt 1• 

the beat Mana to aharpen the wit• of •OM pupil• an4 to 

prepare the thu to aearch into the aenae of the Torah, 

which ia o'beoured. An4 yet do we not aee that in the 

countriea like Paleatine an4 other plaoea where the7 clo 
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not pureue thi• detectiTe method, the ectence ot exe1•ai1 

and the learning ot the Talml4 are d.eTelo_ped better be

cauee they do not squander their tllla in qUibbling? !hl• 

aethod i• rather haratul tor th• 701IDC aen, but the head.a 

ot the eohool• retai/,'beoauee, thuke to it, they oan 

thue a~traoa llUV •ore dleoipl••• whloh flatter• their 

T&niVJ the7 wiah to baTe a creat 111111ber of atudente •"D 
if the aaJoriv U'• T&lu•l•••· CB SOOH .l JIBTHOD lll 

.AGRKKBL"I TO GOD? It 1• true tbat I, I aleo, ha•• ea,ploJ

•4 pilpgl but I oan attira that iq arpuntation alwqa . 

oonfor.4 with th• truth, beinc alao1t of literal tezt1 

euoh a pilpal oan be uetul aa4 i• not altos•th•r to 'be 

oondume4. How•••r, lt wou.14 lMa .uoh better to auppr•a• 

it, beoauee the7 ue Ter7 aaoh lib li••·• 

'-- preaoher Solomon Bphriaa •nJ07ed a creat 

reputation. In hi• eenaone h• ehow•d hlllaelt to be Ter'7 

bold -- h• dar•4 obaraoterls• the rioh man, •••kiq 01ll7 

to -.. farther ••al tla, u tnioal of th• .. ob.• B• 

attaob4 th• teaoh•r• of the 7auth •• uplrina ' onl.7 to 

acquire aone7. Be attribute• th• laxit7 during th• ••rT
io• to th• creat aa'ber of piutla aioh aoat of th• 

li•t•n•r• ooal4 not 11114eretan4. Be .. olare4 that faatlaa 

wu not an aot aar••al»l• to Go4. H• oppoee4 the •••r 

lnoreulag Calaal1at1o mania of explalalq the lm. .il•Q• 

h• felt lt hi• d11t7 to laproTe tb• lot of hi• llateaera 

by lnatructln& th... Lenoqoa cll•4 on Bua~. the ••••ntla 

of Adar Sheni (~eb. 21, 1619). Hl• •Pita.Ph atlll can be 

found in the old c ... tary at Pracu•. 

• 
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He left numeroua hoailetica1 worba 

l. O · 11 ),) 1 '» -- which begin• with two eeraona 

f ollowecl by an eugetioal oon

alderatlon of all tile Pentateuoh. A work of 

hi• youth. 

a colleotloa ot aeraona for 

the hollda7a, •• well u •OM 

apeeollea for 'TU'ioua Jo7011a ancl ea4 ooouiona. 

3. n• •)) JlJ•i. . -- •oral oonai4erationa of the 

Q'="1 '..1 g•J>• ancl on Peaaoh. 

•• __ 1 ..... f ... ·-_.• Ja_:l_ -- & Oom.Dt&r°7 OD the PeDtateuoh • 

5. J> uz • .b3 w -- hcalletloal oonet4eratione on 

t.b• Pentateaoh. Pracu•. 1610. 

6 • W W • 7 IJUJ • • ael'llOD8 bu eel OD the aiz fuel• 
7~ 

-ntal pillar• of J'Udai•. 

BT•n aore lapo~t of aentlonina i• laoo) 

Bu•••l wao wu d.eaoonclocl fr• a f-117 llTin& in Prape 

~or a long t!M, poeell>l.7 of Italian or111n. 'rill• fully 

wa• rtoh anct. of ar•at i>roaino•••• an4 .Taool> Baaae'Yi, oarJ.7 

in lire Jaa& the ••• .. lea to reooiT• tile raTor of tile 

ro7al ooart. M •arl.7 a• 1190 h• wae &1Ton tho tiU• 

'.Tn of the oourt• 1'J J:aporor BacloU II aact. tAla -
80 

title wu oontum• 117 ~ror Katlliu. Saola a weal~ 

an u Ba•••Tl wae Juat Ula poraoa with•• an aal»ltl-

1o•ernor wo1114 want to enrioh hilleolt. Slaortl.7 after 

•oTuber 1'1, 1'20 wllea Prino• Claal'l•• of Uohteuteln 

boo ... goTernor he entered into a oontraot with B&e••Ti 

whereby the latter wu to haTe the conoeaalOD of atnt 
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farai.D& but at tbe .... time wu to »&7 Charl•• a larp 

t•• for th1a pur»•••· But to appropriate all th• beaetlt 

and to aohieT• th• clepreoiation of th• ourrenol•• alt.o

aether, it waa neo•••ar.Y that th• direatera of t.h• aint 

of th• empire be firat of all gl&oecl entire~ wuler t.h• 

coTernor•a oont.rol. "lor t.bi• purpoee, he foraecl with • .,.. 

other innuent~ nobl-D a aort of oablnet ln which then 

fi&ur•cl bea14•• Prlnoe Charle•• th• Count Yall.enateill, 

th• Count Paul Klo!ma, oelebrat.e4 pneral of the iaperlal 

aral••• Jeaa cla Witte and Jaoob BaaaeTi. 

HcnreTer, the propoaltlon of Prinoe Charlea, 

of Ootober 1621 to &iT• oTer the clireotion of t.he coinaa• 

in Pra&'l• to k•••Yi waa at firat Tetoecl b7 the .. peror. 

Then, tb8 Priaoe ot Llohtenateln -4• aoat brilliant prOlli••• 

to ... er41nancl -- it tbe7 ca•• to »&•••Tl the 41reot1on ot 

the ooinaa•, the reoeipta of the eaperor would double ancl 

treble. "liD&l~. on J&D11&r7 18, 1622 an acr• ... nt waa 

reaohecl wh•nb7 the cabinet waa to h&Ye obara• of th• 

f anli.q of 110ney for a per1o4 of one 7ear in ucb•na• for 

which th• eaperor wo1llcl reoelT• a hue• •• of aone7. It 

••• reall.7 BaaM•l who cllcl the tarainc of th• aone7. Q,uit• 

na~7 the cabinet h&Tiq onl.7 a 7ear•a tlM worke4 

in areat haate. Pr•oioua metal.a were prob1b1te4 tra11 

belq export.cl; aou7a of aoo4 ••lcht were aonopol1ae4 

and. r .. ltecl to make of them aona7 of l••• Talue. A nn 

ataap waa -49. In a abort tlM the o01&Dt17 waa tlooda4 

with a clapreclatecl ourrena7. Th• thalera whioh were then 

in circulation were oall•4 Sahaielea Th&len, -•4 attel' 

Jacob BaaseTi whoae feall.7 wae called Solaai•l••· 
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At the adTice, without doubt ot th• Pr1noe of 

Lichtenate1D, he waa raiaed to the rank ot a noble of the 

Roman .. pire and.beoame thua the firat Jewiah nobl..ata. 

On the preTioualy mentioned date, Jan11U7 18, 1622, the 

a.aperor confirmed upon him the noble title nllwatllli::RG and 

a 004• of arma repreaentina a blue lion with eight re4 -etara on a blaok f1el4. Beaidea, th• cl1plomao7 of the 

nobilit7 contained atill •ore pri'Yile1ea, th• libert7 of 

eatabliahina hlaaelf, an4 of poa••••lDI in all the here4-

1t&r7 co .. u1•• of the uapire the ript of o~roe eft17-

where, the eaoneratlon from all tax.a an4 illpoat.a an4 

the riaht to po••••• a gart1oular houa• of pra,Jer. Th• 

oonai4•ratlon of which Jia••••i •nJ07e4 1pread out oftr 

all the cOl9Unit.7. !bu we read in th• Ke11llaa B•ah 

that when Beller flrat. aeaaed hi• arreat he went to Baaae'Yi ' 'a 
81 heme, who waa the repreaentat.i'Y• of the Jna. Jacob 

Baaae'Yi ahowed hilanlf wortlq ot his goaition. He waa 

••r7 generoua, an4 ••en the poor of Paleatin• reoei••4 

oonaiderable a14 fr• him. Y• know from obagter II of 

thia theaia that Toa To'Y Li.P"enn Beller wa• the obJeot of 

Baaae•i'• generoua aupport to the .. ount of 2,000 tloriila 

which were uae4 a• th• initial ~nta on the ranaoa. 

·Ba••••i and Heller were related -- Jacob hacl a 1raa4aon 

who married a daughter of Heller. 82 Bcnre'Yer, th• atar 

of BaaaeTi wae not long in being eolipaed tor hi• pro

tector, Prince Charlea,die4 in 1627. The heir• of the 

Prince were not kincll7 41apoaed toward Baaae'Yi ainoe he 

waa in poaaeeeion of a debt. ot 60,000 thalera aotnowleda•4 

by the Prince. In 163~ he loat hie larae fortune. Be 



left Prague and returned to Gitaohin. He 4i ed on Ka7 

2, 1634 at J'uqbun&lau.8~ It my tru17 'be Haid that 

eTen during the 4arkeat daya ot the earl1 pbaaee of the 

Thirt1 Year•' Yar, the Jewiah ccmnunit7 ati:Ll had aoaae 

'beautiful d.a7•, thanlca to J'aoo'b BaeeeT1.8' 
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CHAPTJm V 

• 1. D,\fM .U' 'JJ,l. ,_.. )\J"), -- • Calm8Dt&J7 on th•"»•'1.1Dat 

'Olaa• ot 1•claiah Be4era1. 

b- Hoo~ in hia notea tn the Gal B4, page 68, •97• that 

Heller wrote th1• book in hi• youth. Prague, 1598. 

2 . ,h' 1J\ ">113 -- ;ura\ ha-Bqi ~. on the 4eaip an4 

.... ur ... nta of the Teaple ot Esetiel. 

In thia book Hel.ler aentlone Wallerateln •• hi• blrth

plaoe. Pracu•. 1602, aooordina to Zana, but 1603 

acoor4ina to i'u•nn. 
85 

3. µ11 pn .h>' l.) -- Wot•• on the •Gib•at ha-Koreh•, a 

oom1111nta17 on the Koreh Webulcla by 

.1oeeph ben Iaaao ha-Lan. Written in Pr&CU•• 1612, 

while Hook •91'• ie11.
86 

'· "•n•.# J>>•••a -- Toafoa Yom ~oT, not•• and gloaaea to 

the aix or4era of the lliahna. PUb

liahe4 in 1614-1617 in Prague with the text, an4 re

Tiee4 in 1644 b7 Heller in Craoow. 

5. -h\7 >»D n"J\),\ lhY> '.l7M» -- Ka'adaml• Kelelc an4 La\'-.. 

Ralm4ot, a double Oomli8Dt&r7 
• 

on Aaheri'• •Plake Halakot• to Berakot, and on •Ba.1-

akot Kata.not• to 1uu1a, Bekorot, and. •tcldah. Prape, 1'28. 

a. ~1~f 1] Xh:>~9 -- Pllpela Jarlrta, tile l'oarth part of 

the Ka'aclenne .. lelc on Wealkta. 

Pracu•. 1119. 

1. n ' · µ .h\Jl)\1', _-- oq.ot Jania• a ~e-aemu v
latloa of .Aaherl'• ethical wort, 



( 

') 
{ 

35 

•Or\lot fa17ia•, Pr._ue, 1626~ c/ 
J. aeraon on th• Paraaha, ~ai ~· whloh h• preaohe4 

10. M>il W lJJ\ W1?2 -- Deruu Jicldaak ba-Le'banah, an aatro-

1~ noaioal treatia• of the renewal of ---
the moon. Wilna, 1866. ----

11. Q »<2 :>.JC -- TUb Ta•am, a oaballatlo aupercomentar.r, 

f ollowin& the •Pardee Rimmonia• of 

Ko••• CordoTero, on ~··• C011118Dtar.f to the Pentateuch • • 
12 . *'" n,• · wri)ay> -- Kal'buah• Yoa ~o• -- critical not.ea 

on Kordeoai Jafte•a •Lebullh• to the 

(Hook, 68). 8'1 

13. DX)'" ' ;>17 -- Dark• Hora•ah, a guide to deoiaion1 

in ritual law• when the authoriti•• 

di1agree. {-JcJ/i ' . . 
14. 

of Ko••• Iaaerle1 (3 Toluaaa). 

15 • .bl+lWah\ :bl)X,W ... Sh•'•lot 11-T•alulbot, 1ou print.f' ,__ 

in David • •z~ Dav14• and --- -ot.hera in •aeonim Batra•••, moat of ·them are still 

unpublished. 

16. Comgare book 5 but in addition to Koe4,Waab1a, and 

Nezikia. 

17. W71Jl"i\ .bltl)B -- Paraahat ba-Jodeab, on Kaiaonid.••' 

"Yo4, • Jidciuah ba-:t'ocleu, lawa on 

the sanctification of the month. 
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18. =n~:o J) =\+ -- :Beri t llelah -- treatiae in J\lclaeo-• . 

19. 

German on th• ealtlng of the uat. 

Written eepeotally for t.he women. .Aaeterct.aa, 1718. 

Q' ,J WlW Qlh. -- Leket Shoahanill, a graau.tical 

treatiae on ArcheTolti'• •Al"u&at 

ha-:Boa ... • 

(The &bOT8 .. ntionecl booJca are to be found in Zuna'a 

•Geachloht.e cler Krabuer Rabbinate.•) 88 

20. Keller 1• alao the author of two eellohot to be reclt.•4 

an the fourteenth of JlaroheaTaD comseaorating the 

aufferlnc• of th• .Jn• in Praau• between th• yeara 

1618-1620. (Chapter II, p. 10) 

21. In 1650 he wrote three other aeliohota 

a. 1.u.a »" y .. ayp Q'i>:.i 

o. D'JH11) f •u D'YQ\J 'lCJaJ) » 
in which he cleaoribee the eat pllpt of the 

.Tewa during th• Cbaiellnoki riot.a of 1"8. The7 are 

reottecl oa th• twentieth of SiT&D.88 

22. The"lli ahe-:Berah• reoitecl eTery laturcla7 i• alao hi• • 
contribution. 90 

23. Sermon cleliTered b7 Heller la Vienna on the cliaappearanoe 
9'1 ot the cholera. BoT .. ber 22, 1626. 

24. n 1' ¥, .b~' )Jl -- Kegillat X•ah, autobioara~ pub-

liah•d b7 Ko••• Korner (Zlotow~r) 

in :Breelau, 1836, with a German tranalatlon b7 1. A. 

JUro. Under the title )(,"Jl i.11.lil JiuatW• l.;iit 

appeared in Vienna in 1851 an4 1862. In Wilna in laat 

ancl in Waraaw in 1870 it appeared with a Yiclcliah trana-

latian. 
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A false edition by Saauel Heller to the orl1lnal 

&.PP•&r•d in 1880 in Wilna. Th• Kagillat RYah WU pab-
~2 liahed again in 1895 and 1897 in Kwiioh. Beller torme4 

the title of hia autob1oaraiah7 traa the firat lettera of 

the firat tour wor4a of the book ot Lamentation• 111 

J'»e 71* il+N: >p•l -- •How 4oth the oiQ' ait aolitar1•. 

and the oombined letters made UR the wor4 y+' i -- hatred.. 

It waa a 9'•t. appropriate title for thla book. Th• 

Kagillat ~ 1• not a ooaplet• autobio11"al\b7 for lt 

be1ina onl.7 aft.er Heller waa apprehen4e4 b7 the goTern

Mn t. in 1429. 1'oth1ng of hi• lairth or •&rl.7 training 

is apeoifioall.7 .. nt.lone4. A8 Beller hiuelf wri tea: •I 

haTe oalle4 tbi• work the Kegillat. ETah lMacauae it reaea

bl•• a aoroll, an4 'Moauae it akea knoWD to rq child.ren 

and to th• other read.era th• tala• acouaationa of 1q 
!J.JJ 

malipera who•• t.oJIC'I•• were ~ an4 who•• l.7ins 

11pa »i•roed 4.eeper than a .. or4.• 
./ 

!n the o~niaa p ... a Beller .. ntiona a few of 

the booka which h• wrote -- a ocmaent.ary on the •Be~inat 

'Olaa• of J'•claiah JM4era1, Zurat. ha-Bqlt., tub h.'aa~ 

Toatoa Yoa ToT, lla'aclann• Kalek, an4 ~at.er h• inoludea 

th• lU.llNah• Yoa ToT. Of the aot.ual oon41t1ona of th• 

J'••• in Vienna and Pracua h• aqa ve~ .little and lt. waa 

neoeaaary in thi• tbeaia to read other aouro•• in order 

to make a coaplete biosraph7 of Heller. Th• b"1k of th• 

llegillat. XTah 1• deToted to hi• trial in Vienna and to 

hi• aubaequent lite in Polan4 U.P to hi• election aa rabbi 

in Craccnr. Bia autobiography 1• written in an eaa7 •t71• 

and in an intereet.ina 1111U111er, yet it ta inferior to aCllle 

of hi• other worJca, let ua •a.J for exa11.ple, th• Toafo• 
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Yom ToT or the Ka'adanne JleleJc. While the Kegillat ~ 

do•• not refleot hi• great aoholarahip it cto•• reflect hi• 

mild and honest peraonalit7. 

The continuation of hi• 'bioara~ 1• both f'al•• 

an4 apuriou •• 1• peroeiTed b7 th• et7le which 1• not at 

all that of Heller'•• 'but a procluot of th• Baakalah •oft• 

ment. AD4, turt.heraore, the mention of TUr•Dll• aa i'renoh 

ambaaaa4or in Vienna in 1829 and alao tbat h• ••~ ap901nt

e4 in that .... ;year b7 La4wi1 XIV ae 1'1•14 Karahal 1• 

altogether lapoaelbl• beoaua• TureDD• neTer entered th• 
93 

i'renoh anq Wltil 1'30. It 1• aiapl.7 a fantaa7. 



CHAPma VI 

It 1• 01117 troa hi• other writina• ae 4l•ou•••4 

'b7 z .... 9' that•• l•ana aore of the real •..a. Beller 

lmn -themat.loa ucl •aain••rlnc to •Uoh a usr•• of pro

f ioienq that he wu quite qualifi•4 to t.eaoh th••• aub

J•ota. .Al.l of hi• 'booka are written in eixoellent Bebr .. 

an4 preaente4 in an extr••l.7 logical a11iner. In reoo1-

n1 tioa of hi• al>ill V a• a Hebr .. at7li•t; Salm•l uoheYol ti 

of Ital.7 ••nt hie (.Aroh••olti '•) l>ook tlult •.Aft.pt ha-

Boa .. • to Hel1er for ez11111nation deaplte the areat territor

ial 41•'9.Do•. Heller al.ao Jm .. f oretp l.aquaaea •••• 

rea4in1 th• pmata• Y~•l>• (,J~'Y) in LILtln. ~orelp 

1rorcla 1n Be•bell ae explaln•4 to thoa• no1~ 1191\li•t•. Hi• 

great loT• for th• trath an4 the ol>llptjLon that. ll• felt 

he cnre4 hla rea4era not to hl4• &D7th1na or ta~ortaaoe 

fr• tfl- -4• i.n>oortq iapo••U•l• ln . AjLa wrt ttnc•, •cle 

him an lapartlal aa4 ho••t orltlo. To 1ahow hie 1r•at 

toleration for t.b• trat.ll, u h• •• lt, Ju •ntiona a 

work of J.sarla clel Boaa1, t.he • Ka-or ·~iaqla•, cleagl te \he 

o'bJeotion that hi• t eaoh•r, I.Ow 1>. Beaal•tel., whoa he 

reTere4, ha4 for thi• au. Uaor. While no ,preaaura -

broupt apon hill to .. ntioa thia book,.7a·t in a tra• •»lrlt 

of aoholarahip he 414 not oonoaal th9 author'• ...... •T•n 

praieina the book 'MoaaM of it• wort.la, thoup it• oon~ 

tent• -...y haTe been peraona.117 41•Aart•a'ble to hta. 

39 
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Through Heller the eat•- of the Zobar and 
t -----.:.__-- - ---
th• whole of the Ca~l•~lo 11 terature wa"B raiaecl. It --
1• no to be clecluoed that he wu a CaN.llat for al thoup 

he lmn the Zohar and otlier Cabaliatio worn he we.a an 

ardent ad•ooate of the Halabh. KaJa7 ti•• he wo'114 

ahaw that the Law ancl the Cabala reall7 ooinciclecl, the 

onl.7 clifferenoe beiag that the latter waa written in ••

oret. Ba waa aleo ••raecl ln the eecnalar eoienoea. l'rca 

hi• note• on Joeeph ben Iaaao ba-Le•l'• •Gib'at ha-Koreh• 

an4 hi• Paraahat ha-Jo4eah on Kallacmlclea' "Ya4• we f1n4 

that he waa aequaintecl with llh1loao»b¥. Eep•oiall.7 in 

thia latter book we ••• maD1' lnatancea when h• cliaco•er•4 

th• aouroea of Jla111on14ea an4 •••n chanl•4 1111ch of the 

•Ya4.• He alao lo••cl Arlatotl• an4 Plato. While orit-

1o1s1ng th;~ tor -tbwtf nrboalf;jof at7le ancl laot 
~ r I 

1 v,, 1 

of fe•llnc an4 alao that th•7 llliht ha•• applied their 
/ 1 -"" ,_ Jmawl•d&• to t.la• Torah an4 aor• worth while tbiqa, he 

a till 4efeD4•4 th- fr ca other ori tic•. He wrote the 

B•rit X.lq to aoqua1Dt th• WOMD with th• l•• re1ardiq 

th• ealtiq of Mai, an4, llkni••• for their benefit !ae 

tranalat.ecl ~ •or-.ot ¥q7ia• of .Aahari. Both are written 

~ iD Ja4aeo-Genma. 11le !lemah zeuk, whioh OOlltaim aOM of 
T • • • 

~ ~ ~- 0 l'"" hi• r••»on•, atat•• that he••• well mown thro~t l-
,., I l(.i.f .., -
1 

, ~rael_. Aa a general at.etwnt it cu be ea14 that l>eoau• 

of hi• lo•• tor uatll-u4 alMul v h• 1• reoopisecl 1'7 

the Jewiah aoholara aa being a aoat rella~le source of 

1nto111ation an4 poaaeaaing an 1ntell1cent uncleratandlng 

ot the JDaD7 field.a of Jewiah lore aacl atu~. Hi• COlmeDtar-

1•• fairly glow with the utaoet spirit of intellectual tree-
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4oa an4 thou.pt. 111'•••r prou4 or arrogant, alway1 hable 

an4 hone1t -- thu1 414 Heller coae to be admire4 b7 

1oholar1 ot all &•neratlona. 

Yet, it 1• th11 ••'r7 charaoterlatlc, h11 aoat 

OOllll9D4abl• paa1ion for honeet7, that on two ooca1ion1 

wa1 the aource of areat UDhappiD••• ancl aiafortune tor 

hia. The firat inatanoe, tbat ot th• olroU1Utanoe1 l•a4-

1n& ug to hi• trial (of. oh. II), ancl the other, tbat ot 

hi• fearl••• •trac&le aaainat the oorruptne11 of the Polilh 

rabbinate (ot. oh. III). ~cl in thi• oonaeotion th• aaatbor 

•i•h•• to •tat• tbat were lt not for the polio7 of the 

goTel'llllent cb&rin& the thir~ Y•ar•• War tbat Heller woulcl, 

in all ll~ihoo4, neTer ha•• been arreatecl. Th• .u&atrian 

ao••~nt then, .. haa lM•a cli1oua1ecl, wae in ••'r7 cllr• 

atrait• finano1all7. Th•7 woulcl ••1•• arq ancl all pre

tenae1 to exact aone7 froa incliYiclua11. Thi• i• preoi••-

17 what bappeae4 in Heller•• oa••· Wot for one mo .. nt. 

wae th• Crown &•DUin•l7 lntere1tecl iD hi• all•&•cl -.ttaok• 

on Chri1tlanit7, there wre other matter• tar aore uraent. 

4uriq thoae war time. TBB AtJTHORITIES SDil'LY TOOX TD 

ARGUKDTS OR mE JIALIGDRS ~A GUISE IB OBJBR TO JmLCT 

Hgl.p;:R OJ' HIS GREATLY KAGJUJ'IBD mm. THB RBPIDISHDG 

OJ' TBB ROYAL TBSASURY WAS THB AU DCPORT.WT COEIJJCRATI<Jl 

A1ID THB AUTHORITIE BRK XOT BJUTJ.Y co•C&Rlli:D BllBER wim 

HELTJCR •s GUILT <B HIS IJOlOCD'CB. Di• CrOlrD woalcl baTe 

taken arq in41Ticlual an4 woulcl ha•• clone the Yer, .... 

thtq on the fltaale1t of aubtertugea. Untortv.natal7 

Heller wae repreaentecl a• a aan of rich•• and thue beoall8 

an innocent •ictia to thie polio7 ot ruthle••l7 eztracttna 
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finea an4 contribution•. 
~ 

With alltFerdinan4'• apparent 

toleranoe toward the lewa it 1• Terr clearly •••n that he 

ha4 ulterior aot.iT••· PermiaaiaD waa alwqe grante4 to 

the 1 ... ae long ae their petition• were either accoapanle4 

by a aua of money or were aponaore4 by court lew• who had 

influenoe •1aP17 beoauae of their finanoial oonneotiona. 

ThrOQChout th• aatobiogra,Pb7 there i• ob••rTe4 

a p•r•onalit.7 41pit1•4 an4 aouat. JfeTer once draging 

in the ~• of hi• a4Teraari•• or thinking of retaliating 

aaainat th... Heller wae reapected wllereTer he went b7 

both 1 ... an4 non-1.... Hi• ogtnicm• were aocegted without 

oontradiotlon, bi• acholarabtp wa• reoopize4 in aa&D7 land• 

by tne l•acling authoritl••· ETen aa it wae aai4 of hi• 

11.luatrtou• gruaUather ao ~ it be repeat.eel of Yoa ToT 

Uiat b.ia waa the outatancling peraonal1t7e not onl y in hia 

own generation, but alao in the auooeedin& onea. 
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