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FORT: OP.D. 

I t beca1 ie "'!>!la-·ci. t , very c::.r ly i r. t he a9::- r oac l. t.o i.L i s i.ork , 

th~t ::;011:e dtfir. i te s t <. r.cic: r d 1 •. ~f· t Le icl" .. o'\'C.d for t.f.e ccc_uence uc-

e d . A vic.e C:i sa r eo .<.r.t ar .• or.l ::.cLolarc af to i l.e u<-t t.e c. i va r i ous 

"ritir.[s , i.:J.tu r all:,· ~Lcc -:.. s t i 1.. c r dlr ~r.C: ~r-<.L .... c .. u :t of ::_: ::::eH; .. t -

atic .. . 'i'c ci .. e r.. exu .. lc : I t is 1.0• genci:·v.llj' a._!· .. ed t!.<.;:.. i. .. c. 

t:o r.ot i;t.. .L or,. Lo t :.e cricG c _, t.:. e; t<:.. ... :.i e1· _...or t1 or. of t te bc,ok. 

'i'ne 1or1, 0 1 the t v.o scctior.s i s c. i i .i.. c..rtc. t.t ; l n I - VI I I , ti.ere a r e 

r.o t "t of O"ll.C ai:ci "ll t hor i:; .. ip- - cr. a c cr \.o.ir. ua.f c, _ a c ert i.. 1..or:tr. 

o: r. ce1·t ui 1. year 1.. f Da r ius , t nc ·:.ore. oi Jar.; el. Callie t o Zecnari::i..r. ; 

tLcrc i s a ll e l a'.Jor a te ... Ee o ar.c el t <-.1 .d vi e ior.::; ; t .. e 1::::-or,he t ::. et>~:s 

t:.r ou(r,out i !. t he f irs t pe!'eon . Thc cc c lJ<:..r<.. ct t.ri sticr ~,re e:r. ti1·e-

1 . • .&> IX XIV ( ...,, .&> . t y ..,.,::;er.1.. .:.. r o1.1 - . ""·e ... 1r ~ .:: e::::: ::::e r: ic tLc.::e 

1-·-:..tr c~:i.!' terc , bu t ir: r-:,-r:.tcl ic f a.l iOi . . ) :.:or ec'\'i.;r , t he t• c r.ect-

i or.s i ... :lJ Ci f:erc1 t h i ::ioric.: :: ~ar.d_ oi l.t&. TJ.c. cnr-~~~ c . ~_ tcrc 

I - VI :: ! , c l tc.rl :,· 111..lo ...... to t l .. c • clicc. i1J .. c. i· t.elJ ::uccc.ccli 1.c ti.e 

~cttir. , t.:,c r.st. o _ t:.c :.cc. , ::uc1. :!.G.~E.!' . A~<:-i.. , '".:.;.ere .:.::: .cat 

d.i:'_r.rt;·.ce o_ ori1.i c . ~:.i.m.'"' c;.,,,q~eti.;!, <J.f to tr.€. r1:.- '2."Ci .lic: er '9iJf, t -

"'.:::ilic ci~ .. i..p, cf 1 .• ar:y of the ;-, _ i t i 1 ,_s . Cc.r ... er;ucr.tl .., , 1.HC :-ri tc r 

!.a::: : tric t l:.: !ollore~ t.rt vrc..lr ::;~Lc...e. tccl <JJ Dr . Ei...t. t c1.·.ies e r . T~e 

~UL~ t i oi. 01 cri tic l e:;..ceccis :.r-n , o: Ct;Ul e , been o.dvi eedly ;:voi d-

c, cxce.:'i. \:.e:r.·c it. ·;::: C:c€1.E: cc:::c:-tfa. l t. c. t.he . r c.ent t i c.1. . 

Ci1.ci? ... ~ ti , CLi o 
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?l'E :·-.;ssr&:rc JIC?'E r P J::'II CAI. P C'ST- EXII.IC I.l 'i'E? . .AT' 'RE , EXcu·S-

0 ..... ,;: -oor: D.A::.IEL. 

C!) ti1 .. ir.L , t . ' ~. i::!.i t . tt;; •. o_.e , 1 .. c:.J ; ell te tc1, .. eci. c=. r. otA.t-

:::t.r-.r. clir:_ . r~it o.:. t . .i cvic: . _ .. c.c ... lc . ro-

\ .. .!ch c_rane~ fro1. tiw sc.:il of di~a oi:.t .. cr.t t;.Ld ~at:ie rC; !~ouri £h-

i::: :- r- J.<;..r~.e<i Yi th t !:c c:r;r.1~ra .ce of a. be tte r a.uy to c ome as it is 

scarred ~ith perioas 0f ~ersecutior. . I r. eaci; ar.d t!lrough both, the 

Je\' hes been able to see t h e finger 1. f God directit.c , cor:t.r llif•t... • 

Ct:ic.'in'" i tf' ce!:ti. :; . ':'c t.Le ~ t~C.cr.t c,i t.!.t: - i L2.icc.: lU.: _Ct - - :i.e 

r.ccci. 1:ot hr vc ~ti ine :rofoui.<.l i::cht,l.'.".rf. ir-- t. e:::e: i: vie. i.C(; c.. . 

E :fcri. of cvol ~ tior. ir. • .. !".t. :;-'ible , ;:i·.r~.t ru: t .. ue -f. ir. -:. .. e ;.urld 

ice i.. the: cor:catu Gtion of : c . i t .. ic :·o : --c-.. ...£.:. _ re .;:..E.v. i. :E i~.-

I ... 1, : '~ COl".C b<.:.fCr( . 

;..Ld i.J.c:,:i i::!. C C . 

'.L'} c ·• :ci -:.t1:.L :?.'{;CGrcl C. J. t.l L < C'. .:.::.:. e ... J_'.) ::!. t: . froJi. .:. t. YCl . firct 

~ ... ,_~:- , !}I'~:-t..nts LO i c~cc.t~ !ic"'t.~:c . 71 c ~i Y€: oi t: e c~rl .. 

,.. ~ r .,.. 
,.,... ·- ..... - t .. c.1;u ~: .. t ·.r r ds .. i r,. . It :;, ci.t... ters are 

t!e :.f.. .. o:. cf ::-:.~?·:.. .. : , t: .... :-.. i_:.~-i.1;.. , .. ~ c;t!-.1..:r· .. ; ti.er. co1..c::: 

t:.c !'1; o_.1 6 i t cnu:lie' : .. d t. .. c ' " c ried <..1.u tJ. e i r Cl"J c ~1 .• c Uy -;.u1to 
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1 
"oci r: . cri oc o _ cCJa.-

. a~:o.tivc quit..t . c: Pa l e . tire c.~d r t . tus 

a... r a ti er . . I t noor bccoi cr\ r t · t.c <. tt<:..CL uJ i. c i ._h, cri . ._ t:::ibe:s , 

or.d '"'~a.in -,r "JC t o Go ... il. it:. dic:.:::cs . 

t. .rcro1·::,· rc..di;EJ:Jcr:=i \",'ic 11 <:?._t· b-.i :::. :_:.·cc ii. tJ.C 1.-r:o ." :.·ir.all:, , 

... 1. tl c r r..ruc..r t -of 1J c lf. ucr:-> of L.c.. : ec!_)lc , ~n.! .1 ... cl r r-luc. :.a. tly 

::ir. c i11in f:r ul o::: ·: ir.,: ovl!r I f.:rc.el. •
1 e: i r c ~ llr..d 

I t re-

i.cir.:; fer :.i ... r-1ccc:::ro1 !)··. i C: , i.o\ E:v....i· , to :::u_1 lJ t.Lc rc.dl.·.LC. r .. re-

to-t .1r.c . Davi e.. ; !.c cu .c . c.rc. t.!. E:. r.c:..tior.::.: er.ei .. i t-: , . ~na am.e;.cd 

i e:i r ter_itor_ , c:.tc.i.dir ... ti.c. bou .• C.::. ri t.::> - ! :=: r:.l. l , \...LC · ••• c 1 :;.3 

::- t t!.e S<-.J .e t i1.c. ~Le nc. . o! Gc-c , t.Le ~ ·. l.C: t C- ... er •, .. c.1. (;cc.. :. ~ vcrcd, 

t . . L D::.. vi d bi:; c 1::r1E: tr.e ide 1 ki1.e , 1.1-c r.co 1.. l rul 1:: r , tw .• t..}r,e. :or 

• lat t: r t. il.1cs of the peri:.e:r. oft! e t1 ti '"'"' , t.he a.r,cir.t c.r. oi ::1 d . 

v.Iat 1.1ore r.~t. re.: t!,::;r. t!.at ir. ~t..:i o !' o: : u tt1€ O. irtrcsr.. , ... l.e: 

?".-ti c .. chot: l C '.c_c :er a r ot hc?' !'t.c .. ioe l ,..:~ ..... . ~r.c~J. t.'!' s:c. ~ -c c:- -

icJ1? i r c1., the 1..a teria l de: . .:r\.; :. c.r r cli f froL o:-~ re~: i .[; n.ei .. i ci:: , 

thP l:o: e exte1 dct t o t: . •~ ide· l c: · ct ~ 1lc .. t ti u!.<.l ._, c., ir rrJJcr. t . 

':'Li:- r :::. :: ii.t cr:-ii it . o~ t:.c d iVi f' ! or. c:.. t:.c Li'!:_ ..:.c! , ~ .. c. -;, . . • ot~c!-'. 

ti.~ CL orti c 1 t.l e :-r1._J c t::; i j c r.ci hr.:cir. 1.c 1.i~:c t .. c1!' <> _.:ccr::.-.cc • 

_u:!c; i .l r .. _it./ a! .c. 1 ...... .. , 
... " J 

id.eel ' , v !'O:! ... C.1 . ( t:.e COLCC! ti <.:r. of the : .CCEiWl ~ r ,{ C:l t.i:e !.:cc. iari-

ic ;-1.;riod , co e t.c i:.cl1 c1c i r. : ::: b.lc :..~ •. ce r ct cr.:J I :-r~cl , t.Ut 

:11 the r.~ticr.r{i t.ile e<.rtl . 

A fev eent•rutjor:f: £f~c 1· Sc lo ... c.r. ' o dcri; I t .. c. trcatur co i deal 

2 . I Sru.:ue l X.XI V, ? 
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to the: old traditic1 ::: , v::e u futi;.r( iL \ .. • ic:.::. ur.ite ... Israel \~ould 

l::e fUp1·u.1e ir. a \.orld est::-blirJ .. e. on rit.itec:,t.i:.LeE: , rccct;..r.izir.£ 

tl.e ._lOI'.:i c_ t1.€ Gc.c cf J ere.el , ar.d t.1:..: t.Cat.tJ oi i is la\· . ?he 

-t..ei: aft.er t}.E; di v i sic·r, o1 tl e: ... i. .t:,<.!c1 , \ Lt..L .. <. 1 .e:Lcr J o! ~h.: 

wa s 
1~ .. ..:~' rei._11. i:.f L:-v i <i ai.C: Scl 1...i. ~ r; iill .. re~L ir. tf:e: 1.i r.c.s 

01 t1Je peo:le . I t ·-.c.. f duri r.L LLis !:cri ed t.h<lt tLe 1:eesiai. i dea 
3 

1.ui:=t !.avE; d v e loped , c.rc Lav e btcn.1e <::t c oi.1por.cr. t .!.:art 0.1. the 
·. 

YTitten c;t t:.a.t !'eri oc. . 

Unfortur.u tc:::· , v.e i-.rve no rop:i.eci (; ... 
~ 

I t v <.?.e nc t 1.u . t i 1 aLc.u t a cer. tur~· a nd a 

helf <::fter the civi sic; tLat ...J:t liter<ir.,· : rophets b{:~~L tc r .. <:Y.e 

}_'} .. ~:-- · •. ere lr.c< 1 .. · : . J.~.tcr ial i i. t.i cir r.r.t .re , r .. fcrr::.·ir:.c to the 

t'.e ,, iltil ' n1·'' ,a 11 d· y oi dar~.J . e&i:: ar.d :.ct c:f l i ,.).t 11
, ::.. <l.c. ~· cf ver.-

eeance acnir s t Sa1.aria. i:u a _< ir.:-t ti.c .t: i. doi. C- I srat.l fox· al l 

its ir:i (_u i ti e~ . TLey l ook fcri 3.rd , bov ever , to ei re::u1Ji ten kir .-

tlori \'l er " tLe c1 il..:.t.·c1. of J i.... a L a1iC. tr. e ci" i lc.rLJ. t ,1 I srn.el ·:. i ll 
G 

b1... _at: .. r e •.c.geti!er , ar .. : a!,!'O i r.t thtl. selve::: or.e .eaa" -- a l:ead 
7 

er,eci:ied 1':; . c..rsee ar "Davi e. ti~cL: i:ir.[. " . 

'lo:.. . 1 . parac:::- . 3 

11 . Several PC:i .. clnr:: . ~ J .Ol.!.., t:i.eJ' I:'rer.~ :,E;li tzf-Cf . a .CESi "r.ic Pro

pheciec ill 2:i !.. vCl'ic· 1 S JCCCL~ic..rt) i~-:.c1... tht ori!...ir: of t.he :.:c:::s-

i -.;n ic FopE· to t r r: cc rlic.r 11lJ1·0: .. ifcs 11 ar:d cover.~ 1.t::: , ili the 

til e.s oi ti.c. : -~ t!·i ... rchs . 

5 . Dclitzi:.ch (p . 102 ) : " I t \·oulo be:.;. wror.L co1·.cluGio1. frc-1 .. s il1..r:ce 

; .. 

i::" •e "houl~ c'-'r.· tLc :·er:f.:isnic Eor.e " to t.hc 1 rrcphet::: • cf these 

tiJ.eE . . . . 11tntc rcliL)ouEr.cc. ~ ould. i.c..t 1e .:oi:=fibl e .. ur.l ess ther e 

v ere con .cctcc ·· i th it t t.c l · r.t,iq; for the remova l o:f tLe d ivine 
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'i't.e prophet I sai ::.i, ;· i th his e tateeJ.1<:in ' s ir: ic.ht i r. to tu]Cvcnto 

of history ec.v e to t h\. l e. t e11 t : es. iar:ic idea l o f the .rev i nh people 

its hichest and i.>J. oaaeF-t 1..er.denc; . ls i.. it~h ' :: J1ir.i e trati c..r:e ex-

ter-.lieC: over ~ !)rotra ctc. ar.d troi..clouz _ 1... ;i oC. , t.j.e i..ost c1iticc; l 
8 

of t J•e Yi:cle :.i::>tc:.·/ 01 udah . Durir:.t t .hc l nt rei ... n of Ahaz , eod-

les"'r.eos a nc corruy- tic1 . sr.a:,•ec t •. e court ar.d tl:c 1.oble .... , \·hi le , 
£ 

\'ithot:t , :: f0r1 .. ~dat lc li.en:· r as v.ci 1..i nt - Or a f:. vor~i., le o __ ortur.ity 

.a. .. "Am. • .. . .. .L"' T • ., .. 
vO QCf ~··.; t..:;e - r:ec.01. C.-. v 1H.r :., Cl •• C! LO u: • :orei~r. r Jler or: its 

t:i.rcr.e . T:.c ._re.::. t At yria.1. cor.c ucrc.:. r , ?i1...lr>. t h- Pelezcr , :r.ovc..rec. 

ov er tl.cir Leadr nr:d the ei.al l r,d hi:.orir.L .. i r.Ld0111R re1c t t b lors 

· ith cr.e ..... 0'-.her . Rezi , cf Du,··: c;u~· , """"" ....... Pc~c..:. , of I..rc'-=1 , 7- tck 

cdva Ltc..t.e cf /IJ.a;- ' s ; c-...r [.nd un:o ill c.r [over ru .. en t , nr.o -llie_ them-

celvec i~ r~ at tac~ upor. ~ i/.e e i et.e of J er u::o. l e:i .. tec.:1.1<::r ii..-

1.ir.ei.t . A1.ez za vcd Jl i1 ce lf b" volur.1.ary ~u'bi.ic. i o .. , r..~ t L: i i c•. 

cf ::=:r o t.ec ti o:: , tc; :'i ._ l a t~-Pt'2. eze;_· , ... . e A':" :,-riar. _ ii.._ . I i. the 

!""..;ccee • ir.t, -~e i tn o1 :-·c::eki ah--·: i t i . S· r ._o!. r .... 'u .. .<4c:,c·i:, . ucce.::-

i -:ely rulir1c c.. ver Aa.;1·ic.- - tr.c Yi r.[.c..Or.i oi J udtJ, ·:.c.}, rif e \itL ir.-

-:.. c::-:.c l die '" -r.:: i cr. , c:. .. C. revclt..ti c..r;c v .. i c. ::.~oi?. i:._e::.t er. ~C. ~:~c r ui r: 

of J uC:.oJ. . The li vec 0: t::e Jucw.e~:r. 1.cblcr , ;; 1. 1.. i.. • • c ·· cc-.l t,; v cla.o:-.-

es , ""t:: re :-teeped in iH.cra lit} ·1 r.d vice ; cxce f_,t ive lu:.u.r ur.d-:: r -

1.". ir.ed tf.e f'tr er.ctl1 of tLc _.co};le ; t!.e v orshi~ 01 t.i;.,_ V"oo. c ... I~rael 

·.a::. for~ Y.c.1. . I s e: i :h 1.o vi oer.tl y kr.c· o: t . . e ~e 1.rci.i. .a tior.c . Out 

r, ( t ' , ) . . t} , . ~ . cor. c.;, aecr ee , <.:n<.1 .cre- oie :.or a .v.1t.~ ove1 tnc reunited k ine-

d.on , fer ... r.othcr D:-vi t.l , : or t u :·c- .... c i c-!1. 11 

G. ho sec. I J , :: 

7 • . . O!:CC. IJJ , 5 

B. Corr.ill 

9 . I s r i ah VI I , G 
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of h i s f~eling t l:at t J:.e present r.as irredeei11able , since the u::;ipcr 

classes oi society v:ere dee.i t o h is reuukes , he devel ... _t; cd. the 

lofty tlle0ry of t he 11 re1ixar,t 11
• Exile , be ~oi1:t eci c:.ut , wa s inev-

itable ; God ' s puni shr.ent J"uet be pour C::c o~t u:pon the cir.f u l na tio_1 , 

but a r emr.ant •:i ll ret1..1rn to Zi on tc esic..1Jlisr. e:. _. i r,tclol!l of just-

i ce a11d ri eht.eousr:ese . 

In the light · of thi s !"Oci;;.l <...nd !-O litic~l back._rrcund to the 

::ieriod of I saiah ' s act ivity can beet be understtod the i m:-ort of 

:hi E hc:r>e in a !,:essiar.ic future , au._ i te k i r.c. Al:az n :ts a f erfect 

t:,'°!}e of tr .. e Or i ent a l ce~:::>c t , C3priciouc , e::travaLa.:t , ~ro:fl i ga1.e , 

cruel , ackr.ov.lE: ·ciric er.ly his c\ n rill as t he h i i_hec t l~v: . Jiezekiah 

l esE unj uct , was venk ar;d vaver i1.~ . Lenee i r. t.lie Les. i a.nic era 

pictur ec b:, Isai al: a new k i nt:;, r.cul d c:.r i se , \.Lo , EmdcwEd \'. i t!. ihe 

divine R~irit , would esia blist pc;ce ru.d ju5tic i~ the land . Or 
10 

~s Dr iver suc cir:ct. l ;y ex:pres i=-es it . : "For c ent uri e s , t he 1 .. c11archy 

hcd b e en the cent; e and tre r ivot cf tr.e Jevie.b o.onstitutior: ar;d 

eccor dir.c l:,r or.e promi i;cnt feature in i !.e deline~tior. of the future 

~k· tched ty t.r..e prt:)hets i r- tr.e fion·e of t he i tlC;al kiq;, Yho v.ill 

re;a:.i ze t i:.e h i t.beE t pos::ibili ties cf ec .. rthly i..onarcl './ , .... cvtrnir.g 

I r r ccel -. i th ;crfcct ju,,,t i ce ar.d p1.:rfcct ·. ied oi. , rr.d sec rine for 

I t i~ i 1.,:-ortGr.t ut t: i::: ~ tirt , 7.c st::·c:::E tLe f ... c t ti_c:.t t Le 

r::aj.or rro_::e-::.- cf _r e- Exi:!.ic tiLe~ t.l:c11 .. ~~ht of t.J.e !.:e::::.iar.ic era 

it: c t r i ctl:· i.ur:dr ne ter1 .. s . The "kingdcrr: " r:an to be her e er: e· rtl: , 

t r_e r uler a di"Vinely inzpireci 1Gortal , " son of Juan"; a nd t h e per-

iod u~hered i~ co~cm~itantly vith the eradic&tion cf injurtice , 

The:re \·<A.:" r.ot:.i r.£ Eu9ern<:: .. ~l.<.1·~ 1 

1 " 11 I . J u· L . ' ,.., .. ' ·•.J . s~.1t .. 1 , ;· 1c 1 .. e ar.l 111 .. e~ . p . 112 
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attcncin.,: a1:y of tfiece hopeful e;~!.)cctatio1 e :.or i.. t.:i1e La1..r.i:.r o:' 

t~1Cir ii.cul c ;; tion . :i:ature waf3 tn Cl r.t i nue o.s u~fcre , naturcl h.v. 

p1ocee\lin._ t~r.int1..rru:pte..: , :p~,:·~ic :...1 ill :: .... 1C! de .... tl1 subject. to r.o 

11et aphy::; ical cha1 r es . S <,ci a l il l r. , r.OViCVEr , f~l'C to be no 1.ore , 

anc t he !acr<ll la.·1 i s t ci undcr:::.c t.i,c .. ar,:c"' c.ic..L e o_ at t ni hi r ...... su. 

re1 .. acy if. t Lc hec1 t s m~c liver:; o .. i.er. . vr.l_ the v ...i .1 i. i~1 .. c::-t 

tl ~t , _ € shall tc tt:.<0~t " t' ~ l rr,d ::: ::.. ~t.: lt.:.11 c.: t h . .. r.o·. : rJ 0 e of 
11 

tre oli ticr"l he·<" of t:.c .::c o.!.:!.c l i ·1i r. .... ii. .... u.cl: er. e;1 i.a i ·~ af1ord

ed L . Cl-ap ter XI of I sG;i~: : " • .. ar.c. the P.~irit o::i. t. ... t. I.ere: !..l!tll 

cf coLtr.sel ar.d Li L . t , tL~ "Pil i t ol kr.cv. l c [€ &r.d of t'.E: :'ear of 

t!~e I.c. rcj_ •..• t.i th ri_hteous1.ess .... :.~11 he juC.ce t.he :-oor , ~nt. re-

prove ~ ith e_ui ty t he ~eek o! tt:.e c&rt~ . . . .. . " 

Tl.e develo~1r en t :..hus :!'ar is ,., ell r-w :r ,~d ur i :. tLc \' c. r ds of 
- 12 

~cl crtson $J,1i tli : " . . . . ti:..c t.l s t<o l v.aJ ir: ·• ilic1. th€ til.,e of I s -

r ac l ' s re.1 .. J.!'tiori i e c a l led t:r. e J:eeoia nic iiJ..e is ir.correct c.i:d J.1i s -

' Je oval ' s an c i n tc C', c.. r."" it war: or.ly ::. i te ... the. Je"I' f. lo~t tLeir 

ir.C~p~ndc r:ce t} at t he fu turc r e:" to1 ~t i or. co1i.ld '.., e c. o.::er: 01 ir, cor:-

tract "o t:-:t : r ese-ni ae t. :.e days o'f the : :cneia.h. ?o I se>.it.. ~ i tile 

rc:::tc r " ti oc, of ! ~rael i c r.ot t:t <> co1.JJ.eHct.11e1.t 1.111t tit.. c:..ntinuation 

of t:!:.a t :-eJ.·~onal sovereit;.tity of J ehc. vah ever 'is peo9le of \.hi ch 

~l:e D~ vidic Ki1.c ,.,.~.s t :.c. repreeer,tc tive .... i't"e a re U!) t to th ir~ 

of the d~ ys of t he r.:est.ie.h ae ai, a.ltose t uer· r:ev. and 1.1iracul 1.. us 

ll. Isaia)~ XI , 9 

12 . " The Proi'hc t s of I s r ael '! l.1:> . 302 f f. 
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dis;er.sF.tior. . T:1at was r.ot l s~.iah ' s Yi v: • •..• v.-e f i nd but one 

fundru:1cntal di ffercr.ce te tween tiie old ar.d t he iiev. l er a el ; the 

l ar:d sh..,11 1 e fu l l oi t1Je .kr.c.v lec l..'.,e c f J ehoval. anc. s!'u 11 enjoy 

the ha.r!Jiness v.i!ich , ir. <.11 ae,t:c r~ct ac rell as fu t ure , has a ccorn

par. ie c obec! i t;;nc c to the laws of i ts d i vi i.c :~i rie . Obec.: enc e to 

J ehcval. &s a kir.$ ie r:oi. i..~.e r..:..f~ir (.. .... i.!. !; ir.""iviC.ual c or.sci eric e 

but of tl1e nation . i n ito lHlti orJe..l ore.<cr.i zat i on ; the ri i;cteousneos 

of I s r ael \'hie '. I sai ah cont.eJ••!-l a-c.c.s is cucl. ri"-1.teo i::r:e~s as is 

oecure' b a 9erfec t..ly ;· i se ar.d f ir1. ar .• Jlicat.icr: CJ t1!c l a v s of 

civil just.:.ce and er,:uity . I t i~ t n i e ;hie.ii e;ives ~ o i.:uch i m,ort.-

ar.ce t.<. tLe _:::e1 f:C! . cf t: cfutvre ::i r.~ .. . . Ti.us the cc.rdi~.c.l point 

feet exerc i se of Li:: taok by the S:!;iri t. of J eLO\Tal. r}~ich rests 

UJ>Or. f'i11 . .bu t eVCL here i..LC !'r'O:.Let C.cee •. ot oril.C i r. ar .. / a"r ::.ol u ue-

l~· novel el ewer. t. 1 .ur}.:i r:e l f f tl e future felici tJ oi I orael ::...s a 

r.cv ir.dispe1:sa t io:: . Tr.at. _cod ·w.r.1 i t rv!.g ~overr.:J.1er. t \·.ec tl c f!,u i "t 

c. f J er.c;vah ' s '-!" i r it _cur el tl_,or. the ki r.~ ci 1Lr"'el v.as tJJE: ::--:ci,,,r:.t 
.. 
fai th c..f the Jebrcv.::i . (I Sru.1 . X, 6 . 10 ; XVI , 13 , 1~ ; J udLCS III , 10; 

VI , 34 ; XI , 29 ; I e <.. i a h XX'/I II, 6 ) The r.ez· t i1i1 .s ie uie coL:!';)letenees 

\' it!:. ;•1 ici t h i s ciiviu. c~uip ... t:.r.t is Lestcte< .... I i i s t!.t fnr.c'; i or. 

e rd ec.ui:-1 .eot of tJ e }:ir.eshil) . r.c t tu.: ') ... 1·s .... rp f t 1.€ Ki:.c . tr.a t ab

~orbs oll ~is ( I eaia..~ ' s)o.ttcnti or. " . 

-Yi tr tJ·.c auv..r1t cf Ezc~iel v.e fir.cl t1 c 1~ckerour.ci for t he 

c~t- Ei-.ilic dc.ve l c.11,cnt of i!.c J:es:;i<...nic t.c:>L . Ee rc i s vhcre it 

beri~E i t e de~~rturc f 10L Lhc c or.c e_tior. ti Ll.e 1~jor ~ro1hets . 

Ti:e proriletic ac tivi t y of Ezekiel v1c..o div ide d into tv.o :arts by 

the des true ti on oi J crusale1.1 ir, t!JL clev<.ntil ";J f::. ... r of Zea.e.;{ia h ' s 

rcicn . Previ ous to ti. i e evcr. t "ir- o.:. ficc var: tc scource: t:.e 
13 

;-eotle r.i th t ::Je t;J,reater.ir.._!s of t ht Lord, j u:J t a s rad tl..e 1 .. o.jor 

13 . rjcgs . ~eerianic Pro~hecy . p . 267 
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prophets , his predecessors . I n t h i s ~art ~f h is llii~is try , E=ekiel 

shor s the rna rked influence of J eremi ah, v,i th ,. hose ac tivi t y the 
14 

f ormer must r.ave been quite f~wdliar . After the destruction , how-

ever, it became his office to c oLfort the people v.ith promises 

of reotorat i or: . As the first of tJ.e prophett, of the Exil e , he be-

ca:. a n er: ~ection i r. ~.:es !" i anic prc:rjhecy . A desc r i ption of the 1!1an 

!lnd his ti i.le:? i s necessary f or a truer undcrstar.di ne of t h is de-

:pc.rture from 1.he ec>.rli cr conce ti on . The sc,n of. a r i ect oi the 

ternpl e of J er usaleJ:i , Ez~kiel 'W'<.t: c urried a r:ay ca_, ti ve to Eab:;lon 

r i t h J ehoi a chin ir. the year 507 E . C. E., e.:.even yea rs before the de-

otruction of J e rucalem. Five years l<Atcr--592.:- he aprearcd as 

prophet . Eis Y.ork l asted fer tv-er,ty- t ·:;o years , tut v.e .. noY1 no t hing 

of it~ deta ils except from h i s "b ook". Ee ~ae , a~ first , as has 

been ::;ai d , a nere herc.ld cf tJJe judl!J.icr.t , r..r.r.our:cine. t he u:,~roach-

i r.g , i l'evi table , cc::tr1...;.ctior. f J" rt.:.sal el.1 . W-n ile the re1 . .nant 2.t 

J erusalel.1 r:aE staki r.e ever_: t hine en a d.;S!Jerw. t e str ud:;le fer i r.-

dependence , f'nd tLe exi l es r.ere >.c;.tcl.i1. c: thelJ ri t~- ri.r.xi cus s:,-1.1-

pati:::,· , E; eki el he.d t o Jee le.re t~er c efforts futile ; .rJah 1·.ust • 
9cri sh on account of her s i r..e . To such a l~e6sacL the e~iles nere 

ob~tir:ately dea f . At l ast there c::..1 .• e i:1e l ont: expected catas-

t rophe; J er usalem fel l ; 1.1ost. of the rc . .nant v.e.i.·e carried ay;ay ir.. t o 

captivity ; t ile city ar.d the Te1 .. !>le l ay i r. ruins ; J ere1aiah a nd Ezek-

iel were juctified. The prophet could nov speak vi t.:r. r.e". "-.uthori t y 

14 . Accordir:.:; to ~ri ecs , t he tiv;o e:;.cJ:anc.ec.l :pro9hecieo . W. H. :.Sen

net i n his ' Poot- Exilic Pr o9:1ets' says : "The t eaching and per son-

a li ty of Jeremi ah v.ere the mo::; t pov1er fu l reli&ious i nf luence 
earl y 

in the , li fe of Ezekiel". 

Al so cf . Cornill . p . 117 
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sinc e t he ful fillment of his ~redictions . le could now cieliver 

a more -.;e lcome 1 •• e:;sace . To the victims of a.r. exi le , steeped in 

despair he could, v:ith Dcutero- I sai ah, utter v.ords of cheer and 

encouragement , t=re:paring h i s peo.;,Jle for a corninc restoratior. , and 

t or their future des t.ir.y ae the ide a l : eo!)le of God . his 9riestly 

t .tainine now se:rvcs h i 111 in eood stead , a1.d expla ins t he r.ature of 

h i s ~:essianic conception. As v1ith Dcutero- Isaia.h, h i e problem was 

to :preserve I :::rael in Exile , to iJrevent t he natior. from 1e:.r.g ab

sorbed oy the Gentiles . Jeremiah v.i th his deep religi ous subject-

i visrn had exhaustively delineu.teo t he relation of the indi ·1idual to 

Gcd . Ezekiel , on the other hand , now regardec it as t he task of 

his prophetic J .. ission to educate ifldivi dual s not only to be relig

ious , but al£o to be membt.rs of a corurnuni ty, v.hich, as such , need

ed de finite objective rule~ and pri nc i ples . He therefore strecses 

t:_e i rJportar.ce o::' tr.e Sabi.ath , ar.c the di:::tinctior. oetwe:en clean 

and uncleG.r. , sac1 eel and ! rofar:e . Ee ideal i !:'.es t !1e Te1 .. :?lc , ~r. ci 

e i ves to i t :J services and. priesthood a lea dine; p l ace ir, the "fut-

ure kir.gdomu, i n L.:es::ia ni c ti1nes . The ::essianic ho9 e l or Eze~-::iel , 

t hen , c cnsists in tLe restoration of Israel in its o-.-.n l c.nd , Pal

estine , >.he!·e shal l e.xis t r.i.. t or.l.f the rei t.Sn of jufJtice anQ. ri t.,ht 

eousness , to y,J, ich til.1.tajor :prolJhets locked forv.ard , but a lso the 

sacred v:orshi p i n the Telllple at J erusaleia. Observar.ce of the 

ritual l av:s , e s sentially f'ollov:inc the rul es laid dov.n in the 

book of Deu teronom.,· , shall accompany the ethica l and JJoral 9rac-

tices in t he ne\·: I s rael. I r, earli er s,eec',ee , :!l:zekiel had ex

pressed U.e hope t ha t the ft<ture :r.i.ne; v.culd come of t::-1e house of 

David , ~hG U(.31: t h e king he p ictur·es exhibits ecclesiaEtical char

a c teristic~ . I n h ie "viEion" of the fut~_e st8te , ho~evcr , the 

9rophet makes n o men tion of a "kine" . Si nc e U_e v;ill oi God is 
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to rule t h e hearts of a ll h is ch ild.rer. , the riolit.ic~l ruler. to 

a~ni nister justic e is no lonacr needed. Ritua l penance i s to 

1.:ake a tonernen t. f or any c r i rue e r tr· nserescicr, v •• i cL 1 .. i gh t a ctually 

occur . Shoul d a heather, na ti on ciarc d i s t urb t he r.a tiona l pe ace , 

ar.d to stretch fort]: its i.ar.d ac,c.ir.st t }1(. Kiq~dom of Goa , t.hc 

l ord !:ii .• sclf , vill , in t he f ire oi Lis \•,r a t h , de~.troJ· t he cffcndc.r , 

f;O t ha t I srael ,111 onl.,: ne ed to bur ; tho corpsef:1 , a1.d t o burn 

1·i t . . fire t he veapor.s of the ener.y , a~ desc r ibec. b;,• Ezeki el in h is 
l b 

vi s ior: cf Goe; , c h i ef of t he l and of r.:aeog. I n Emc h conditions 

no king i s r.ecessar;:i . There is to be a "prir,ce " ( ><'W,.J ), how-

e ver , , .. } o:;e fu r:c tic.r.s s .. <!ll ccr,c i ~t ir: l '-c..:.: il.£. a ... t er t r.e Tu .pl e , 

:rnd sup r l y ir.e t he 1 a t. cr i a l o e:f v or::!. i p , :: or \ r. ich !Urpc::e he :bay 

c ollec t froJJ tLc pcorle onl :; sue . ifts '-~ thi~~s ac are necc.s~a1y 

:!: or t he f"c.crifices ; she c::- , coat s , bulloc::~ , oxer. 1, corr. , · .. i nc ~r.d 

oi l . The pr i nc e , i r. 0 ~1.cr 'ordo , is to Le '.c.ad of t}.<:: ecc lesic.s t -

ica.1 state , ... s re~ret.e!':t.:tive of :.is :;;ccrlc . 

Vie have f e,· explicit s t3te ... ei.t~ as tc:. the !': ... li c io .... s life of 

I orael durinn t he c=p ti vi t y , bu t. t.hc SL<.r vi vinL. l:i :.e1·at1..i.re ru.d t h e 

l a t er d ev c.l o:=-r::c.nt of J"i.daitn. f.'ho; the tenaci t~· · .. t. r. ; J.icL t.Le ex-

iles i.ue t na1re clur.t. t o U.c f~ i t 1 cf I crael. A clue t o ti".e conc.;i t 

ions leading up to t hefuc t ual clo::c o.! t l:e Exilic period ie fur-

nishcd b/ t.!.e -. ri ti n s cf <.. •• ur2nc..v.r. r rc,,..h ... t , ir.cludC;d i :-. Cr~:-terz 

XL-VT of t he book of I ~nid. . 7hC;;rc is ~u:fi ci r..r,t evi C.t! r:ce fer 

r.l acir:c; ti:e Y.ork of t .h.:.b :propr.et -- '. ho1., v t c · 11 Deutero-Is a. i .::.h f or 

-.-a;.t ,..f ? .. ere c€rt. in i cier.~ifi c c:. ... i oi.-- a t tr~e _rer i cd tovards t.Le ei.d 

of the 'P1·b .,-lor:ir- r. car ti v i t y . I r1 i.wr,y re:':..!JCC tn r e : .. u ::i t. te ~ccow. t -

cd " t.f.e noet. ... ri ll i a r:t jcYcl cf rrc~Lttic liter<:tu1c ". I r. :: t:,•lc , 

t G. E7elciel XXXVII I -XXXIX 



he is a genuis of the firct rc:.r.2~ • .:nd i1. Lis v:ri tir..cs are 1;..a.ther -

et tocethcr a s in a focu~ a ll th€. Lreat a .. d r.o'ol e r:cC:. i tat i ons of 

o..he p rc:phecy v:hic h precedec .L i1n. TJ.e fundru;ier.tal theL.e , the bur- . 
16 

d1..L of his LlePza~e , is told in th£ v~ry f i rst •ords of his book. 

"Comfort :,·e , COiJfori j c , rr y-c.o_:-lc , r-a i ti" your Go a. . Sp ..,.,, ··e ' """-i.. J 

c o1~.forti nel ./ tc J cr u::c· l el.1 1 e.Lc c::; UT.to b:::: t.L~t !-_er <la:,· o f tria.l 

i s &.CC OJJ!)l i r-; ed Pnd t i.c t Lcr ~ni c:;u i t.:- i r ~.:rdcnc c.. ; !or she :.a::; re-

c t ivcd cf the Lord ' s hand double for a l l her sine ." I~ t he ~ild
l Ga 

cn-;c::r the r a _,· r..l:.:-.11 1Je ::.)r1..:):)l'Ccl for God a r.d 1,jo !JCO!)l c returr.iq; 

to 1..Leir hol.1e . _:o ::;oY:cr ir. 1 •• : n c~ :n h i1.ch.r God ' s v.ork. J erusalem 

and the "ci tiesjf J udah" a re a.ddres e ed \': i t li the pro1 i se of God ' s 
17 

early r estoration of the Exileo t o t heir l~Ld . Wha. t f il-S t~,e 

pror.het '" ~ t !. thh: he ... e ; t r.a i r.hicl. Lar. c,i V L?; bii .. the assur. r.ce 

thc:.t r.cv;· the sali.•o.tior, !'ro111isec by Gee. i G c..bc1; t to be ac 01 •• _lisi:ed, 

is the c l orious 1..a.rcll o:' triWL;)ll of C:,·rvc . 'i'l:e Per ::;ial"! Ki:·. ~ · ::,;:;· 

!:iz vicio:.:i es ·no. deeds .tas l-.. 7 c d LiL::el:: to be Gcd ' s c:.c::ci. v:ea -

r or: , the exe c;:~. cr c: t:~e cii Yi r:c- juc.o .. e .i '.Aper: ?r..byl l r.. . "I have 

raiEed hirr: u:r: ir. ri,:htco ~·!:: 1iest · r.C: I ·;ill d irect a ll ~ io ·. c :;·:. ; J~e 
18 

~hall bL<ilC. t·.:,· ci ., :;· , ~r.d he si.c. ll l e t i.(, e. i lc.s ._c :.rc1:. . 11 l:o :.h-

ir . .c. c oul~ be iavre cxr,lici i: . Ar.C.. tl c rec.cc. :c:· t :. i s ccr,f .:.dci,ce 01' 

tl c :ro_:-;.et l ie~ i i f l:e et! ic <... l L'1.ture cf Cjrus ::r.d. of f.i ~ :r:clic:, 

o-=: trc::ti.cr.t of c· __ tive:s , ~ :e~.;.v.re r.er. c:i.d t.Elv -~ed fc.::.' CJ,.or:g 

.Ec.f, ter.n conr_ueror" . I ll .. 11 of thi s Dc 1.< te10-- I s<....ia.J1 r- "' cs God ' s L.c:.nci 

16 . I s a i an XL, l ff 

l 'l . v·r. 9 ff 

1 Ga • vv. :, f f. 

18. I ~aisl, XLV, 13 
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s.nd tre Di vi re Fu~:pcec : " I , even I , have spokcr: ; J eu. , I :_ave c c...11-
19 

cc hii.. ; I 1-,avc ... rou._'..ht i;1.J. i,i tht..r < .. Le Lis \,c.y fh<-11 Le ~rc::;l:'erous ~ 

Cyrus i s even C'-llcd ciirectly by :,cr.1e , .... c. ' .. bat there i .• c.y r.ot ":....e 

th_e s li£..htes7. doubt .s.s to the upsho t. o:: the 1.attt:;: : "("J/i , the I.o!"d ) 

that saith of Cyrus : P.e i s 1.iJ she9h(;rd ai:d. sh<:..11 p erform a ll my 

1 
. J t , 

'.9 easure , even nc.y1!!~ to eru""aler.1; Thou shalt bt.. ouilt; &nd ~o the 
20 

TP.r .. ple : ' th~r four:d.at ion sra l l '!.:e laid '. 11 l:owl:ere does Deutero-

I saiah spe'-' k of a f uture J ~esci al: of the J-:ouse cf David. Thoucrh 

he c a lls t he Persia1. c.r:r uerer by the 11..o""t hor.ora'ule :.aJ •. en : " shep-
21 

herd", e ven "ai.o i i.tec' " of God , he , Cyrus , i s :i:.erel :r part cf God ' s 

plan for t he r eGener atior of e.11 lJc:.r"kir.~, c::. fact c or.tir:c,ent upor: 

• Israel ' s red& . .!. tioti C)nd C'J.bne~uer.t missior. as an ~ 0, ·~ .,.,I( -
a " l icJ1 t unto the n~ ti or:s ". The prorhct. stre::.t.cs asuin ~:u.6 ar;ain 

22 
the oinnir.o t ence c: God ar;d Fis unity . Thi s 011r.i 1.otc.nt God of 

l sracl is the onl y God i n :=eaveri and on earth , cverlastir:g, etern

a.l , "the first ar.d. tLe last c.. r.d. beside l.h.. t here is r.o Ce d ". D1..;u t -

ere-Is aiah l ay::; ::>pcci a l cr1phc..si f: er. this pcint . ~.o one haf.l held 

up to scorr: , 1. o re bi tterly than i.c , the idol s of tl1e ne i ghboring 
23 

Tr. e fact that 

tl'!is God of I ?r ael i sf r.e or. l y Or.e rl':c has ever f oretol d t_.c fut\ire , 
2"1 

is adduced as proof <.. f ?.is exclucive divinity . This God of pro-

phec J \'hose :preC:ictions nevt..r faL. , had l ent. fore tcld that Eaby-

19 . I sai ah XLYI II , 15 

20 . It XLIV, 28 

21 . " XLV, 1 

22 . " XL, vv . 12 , 1 5- 17 I 2 2 , 26 , etc . 

23 . " XL, 19- 20 ; XL! , 6 ff 

24 . ti XI.IV, 6- 8 
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lor: 1nust fal l. He wi 11 now c c;..rry l- Ut Li s :ple.r: t hl·ouch Cyr us . 

·rhe Babyl <. niar. tyrant sha.11 be destroyed anci then shal l take 

17 

place t he r eturn of I ere.e l t o t he l and of i t.s iather·s . Go d !:i rn.-

sel f wi l l head. the proceesioi. ar.d \,ill Ji:t..~::e in i.he '?ilderr:es~ a 

r- a fe v.ay t hrougi.; nhady tre e s and r i p_ line iouniai r,s , t ha t t hey 

rnay build at l as t t i1e r,ev. J er usalem. f srael a l o1 e kr.oVls and poss-

ess e £" the true God. Only t hl.·oueh I Erael c a n t h e other ... . nc. i.l ons 

l ear1: to kno\:· him, and thus I s r a el becoL1e~ t he servant and l!less

enger of Go d , the nerald cf God to 1.,an. I er ael is t o i.arL\:i nd (as 

Cornill cx~rese es it) what t he prophet i s to I s rael . God i s the 

God of t h e whole eart h , and I 2r ael ie to b e Hi e p rophet for t he 

whole earth . Thus Jn[..y euccir.c tly be sunn .. ec up Deu tero- Isaiah ' s 

vi er . I t i e t he ?.1aj or :prophetic vi ev.' at its v ery h i c,hest point 

of development . 
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CEAPTER II 

Cu.r ir.for1,.:..ti0r: as to tL~ ears ilu .. e ciatelJ follov.in(. the ex

i le i s 1.c~ ere , obscure , and , accordi11e t.o no1•1e critics , untrus t -
25 

·:·orthy. 

The dElivt:.rance of I s r ael , foretold with such ussurance by 

Deutcro- I s a i ah, oid in reality take p_ace . CJ rus the con~ueror 

c-nd nev. ruler of Babylon (538 n . c.E. ) apparcr.tly cav e tne exiles 

~crnission at once to return to tneir ~~ive lar:d . There is i n-

dication , f urther , th<:. t the Ferf>iar. z,onarcr. eu~_orted and ~clped 

the>J i r: nany ray£ . I r: the S!)ri nc: of t: e ~ · ear 537 ? . C. E. the I s-

r aeli tes b egar. their houev ~rd 1 " rch . It is g...i.ert.lly aLree6. that 

abou 'i. fifty t houea::d of tl:e1. rett:rr.ed , u1.dE:r the leadershi of 

31.esfl.be.z::ar , as rec ord. c.: i?: t.t\; !oei.r: ci :Szra ( CL<.p. I). 'i'l.e latt-

er record furi.i:::hes Uf" \ i th tLe 1 .. cacre infor1 .. ~ tion al to tl.e con-

d i ti one \' hi c h i r.tr odtAc c< ~he !'r o:,>f.etic acti vi tie~ of :.agcai u.r.d 

Zechariah , sev enteen years l ater . Thes e events ac c hronicl ed 

in Ezra I-IV, when considerec i n the l i Lht of tne :-oli tical h is-

tor:,- of t he period, fu:rnieh a. necessary i r.tr oduction to t he 

study of the t:essi;:;nic ho::;e , as :;ort:-e~·c r ir: the Eooks of ;.accai 

and Zt::char iah ( I - VI II )Y hic h t .ay be ca i d to usher i n the :pos t - EX-

ilic rcriod . 

Soor1 after their a?·ri va l, tl:e e:xiles erecte~ the o.l t r or: 

ti-c s· c r ed s:pot \'here once 1.ad ~t.c.od the sacrificia l altr..r of 

t .. c Ten:pl e of So:!.omon. The; iiue t. h· ve f1,;lt t11at their co11J .. ur.ity 

\' a:) t .he beci r.i. ir:g of the l:ee:: ianic era pro11iEed ar.d sketct~c c.l by 

Ezekiel . They 1~s t have teen eaLer to ir.culc te th-s eri od of 

a ne~ I s r ael ~ith its political r nd ecclesias tic 1 Llory. I n 

this s:r; i ri t they rer:ewec the sacrific ial \',orship, end l::..i d the 

25 . Be:i. Cheyne . • .Te\.~ :=-h Reli '" i ous L i1 e af t er t he E&ile~ :9 · 5 
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founde:. ti on of the Temple . Their adver"'a ries , -the ,, ti ,til • •-,s *. l •" 9 ..J..'.l) , -soueht peri~issi on to !)artici pate in t he ..-,ork and 
26 

v;orship . but were refu s e c . v:i t h the recordeC; renu l t that " the 

peopl e of t he l and y;ea}:ened the bc.r.ds of t l:e !)Cor le c..f J udah and 
~ 

trot;blec t he1.1 in liuild inc . Ar:d : irec counsellors a Laii.st the1., t o 
'--"' 

frv." t ... ~ te the ir purpor>e all t he d<-:,·s c:!.' Cyrus . Ki n[ Cf Fernia , ev-

en unt i l the r e ien of Darius , Kir. cr of Persin.." Enthusia~111 nust 

r~ve e.i vcn plac e t c di::-iri ted ai;c.thy as :portr .. .:,-ed in the o_:er:inc 

chapters of' t he book of Eaceai . I n the .i '-ar 5 20 E . C. E.. !Jro:phecy 

cnce r;ore g_v. 0 1· e , o.nd here ag.::.. ir. , a c reat h i storic a l cri s i s seei.s 

I 

to have been cause for its or i t iL . I n 529 E. C. E. Cyrus T.~s s~ccee~ -. , 
ed b~y Cru .. bJsen \·.ho added Ec.t'Pt to t l:e Pereia .. ElqJi r e i r. 523 , ar.d 

cor.mit t e c" suicide in 522 . At f:i:: death , ti:c thre r:e was s.c ized b:,· 

the mac;us Gaw':la ta, ar. ii .• pos t or , ·;;he pereonated a deceased tr other 

cf Carebyses . The f=~ud wa.s dis cove.red , Ga.w.iatc:. slai r. , and Da:ri u o 

I ,- a direct :.e ::.r,- ):!.aced t:.pcn the t21rone o:::' t he Pers i ar. El11!.) ire . 

T:_ese even:.s had d i stunb e d t h e v.hole em_ ire . Exci t e1.1ent ar.6. ur -

rieint.,s rose on a ll s ides . Tv.o ful l :,•ears , Dari u; :aC.:. t o s trt:.~Lle 

with difficulti ee cf .eve rJ ki r.d til- at last he succee(e~ in r c =tor

i r.g orde::- and. consolidn.ti .g t he Ki r.c,do11 of Pers ia , a cow~o.tidatio.1 

v:11 i c h la:= t ee 11..ore thar: tv.·o c er: turi es . 

I n t h i_:fesi.les.s a nd s eethir.g period pro;l:ecy -:as aeair. arous

ed . As cf ol d the t109cz of thfle·: s Y.ere stirred b~' tr.e 1 .• isfortunes 

of t he st.<.:)reJ.1e · orcr . I n the Jear 520 a. ln.d h~rve:-- t seems t o have 

brcuc;ht f ami11e ar.d hunger into the l o.nd . At t h is crisis , ::am:;ai 

a.r.d Ze chariah ~~-~ear U:90n the s c cr:e vi t h r:ev: as::uraLcc~ t hG.t t:i.c 

;.:~osianic er a r:o.i: close a t t...e.nd . 

26 . EZRMV, .S , 5 
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2? 
T:.e book of . :a~gai descr i bes i nternal c cr.cii tior:s ir. .Jeruz::.leo: 

T!.e 7er:..!)le re1 .a ir.s u1.l:uilt bccauf.:e 0.1. ... he distressi..g ccr,ditior.s 

;·,:i;.ich have 7revc iled , ar.d ;· 1-.ich Lr..ve been t a:-:er: b; t he 9eo~le as 

:..r. i:-.C:ic : i cn c1 God ' :: \'.n:. t.:h . At the heaC:: c f tbe J e·· icr. cor..J_ur.i t:; 

£tc.nC.~ Zerui..be.bE l 3.::: Sat.!''1!' under t:.e · ? erdc.r. r uler Da-·ius . Cr. 

t.::e r.e·· r:iccn of Elt:l , ir. tJ:e .::i:..ar 520 , 3: . C. E . , the :pro,.r.et Eacsai 

; .. ~,.kes a Pp eel: i n ... 1.e Tc1 .. i:9le , ·: !.eJ. e Zerublacel , J cs!".ua, £on cf 

!.czc cek t~c ?ri e;t. , o. . ci the r e c-:;le.,.hc:.ve Lt: tr . ._at •. erect. . :·e coIJr..ar,ds 

t~e: .. , :r. t:.e r.ru .e of J h\ e:i: t o bE:GiL ·; erk or. t::e To:::<Le . He ;oints 

c.ut t f".:-t :-olitica- ce:nC.i ti o1~:: 1 .. a:~€ suci.: ;·or:...: :-o::::sibl e . Ti:i q;s 

:-.c. ve t~:::er. a t u r .. for the ue t \.e!' . ::e ::ti rs u: ar.ev. t i.e ho ;e :01· 

i.--ir:er.t d..::l i7L!" r:te , e r.cl 1.aJ:ef: it r l~ir. tr.at t::e :.~e~Licr:ic era c c: r. 

or.ly r.a.v e its i !"1ce~ti or. af te1· t:.e TeL.!"le i s c01 .• p l e tel:, i ·ebui l t , 
28 

rt -. l: ic!. ~iLe ' God .. ill !-:ii. rc. l f t. .. ke cha.r .... e . 
2£ 

Or. t t.e 2·; t !. o: Slul 

t!!e ·;or:: i ~ ocg'r: in e:;.!" .. c:: t . 

t;.;. l t heir :eaC.erc " ocej·e \.. the 7 o ic e of the Lord t.:.e ir God , ar.d 7.!le 
30 

·:·ords c.f Ee.gga i the prophet•, and J ah·• eh"ati::-rec up their s:pi ri t•, 

d t h t 
... ,,. t'· Ten l But the sc.=de cf the nei; an . ey se 1.0 :\Or-• or. .t1e 1 p e . 

bul
·1c.·1· ,,,- . rs a ..-..rrer:t l 0 I c.1·1~ "1l ~r;:i its ~.C.crru: . er.t E l..(.ar. as COfo' ... o~:r2d 

.: ..... ' " ...... _,c;;._ " " ., ~- -

.. i ~~ the "nciu~t ':'en:'!;'le of Solo1avn . Tht..re 1..u£t i.c.ve beer. old. ?Jen 

2? . Stacie . 

2~ . 

- r ,J • " 

" Ei b}.i -:c':e 

I , l : - l S 

v . 1 2 

" 7c~ t;;.i .er. t~ . 

... 

ff 
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~J-01 __ st t~1!? .. i .. ho rc;_cLCl.l'C·: t~-.e -r.c1· c t. sar.ct,.- .... , · 1· ..- h-r .... l. "'"' + - - v • • • V ; '4 - J IJ •• !:; .i. _ .,. \, 

,. 1 ·r • .., .. ..... ' l ... -or., , ai.a 1.1J....sc Lvf' .. _ ~v .... di3cc~r<.._.cd. tl!c build~:.·o b ., tel:inc 

. . ,, ..... . 
ii. co119a.1·2::cr: . .or , ~ .: tor 

f : . . d~ it r:ece~~rr; to c~ c for -

- . t• ~· ara. ·. : .• a ::..n .... iL,etur_, to 
31 

t.tc1 .• , <..nd t:i1.~~ t 

~:.c Llvr;· uf Lhis eecr.ul Te.-_...le ·::il.L excE..ed ti1at oi.. t: .c firr.:t . 
., r ...,._ 

( ~ P'-v.1l l f'" in I I , v . ~ )ai. -. ... roi .. i::e:-: thi- :, the _,ol i tic< 1 d.~r,,

t'.lrlw.nct?o c.;f t.1c tine. nill soun isr..uc in a Lrc:...t " ~L: l:it.L'' oi ' t: e 

"Lt;nve1.s a 11 l -:..:1c:: c. rt'. c.. .• C t.he ce -:. a1~cl t:.e trj· lar.d . .. ~r:d all ?.a::.-

.:(l"f> " ; i:d t} r t t:.e~. t~c ·:.eal th cf :::.11 •. :.tic .. :;:. l_ cc1 .. e <18 trili ..... te 

·:;c.; lot trii L 11,: D.lJY i llfll'OVCLC.r:t ir: !.[ t . ric..l cir<:W .. St.:'r.Ce!_ , -r.d 

there:' ore , in t:1c il· be.::.:·.L Ti ~ually ur.clc~r. . :.e: c-. __ e rs bc.f ore. tr.e?J 
.;3 

a t1~ ird iii.~ , extorts tten--aftt:!' E:licit1r.~ decision::> fro.JI ti.c 

:Prit.sts-- to " co11i. .. id~.r i.e1 cc1ort h " . 1'h: prm1.i sed bles:..ir.c, had 

e r. oel:-· : ·ed l t:":-·u~e of their eir.e , it e:l.culc! , !.o>.cYcr, 1:: eci n c..t 
3G 

or.cc ,..,~IC i'Ui"l 01•n J" To Zc·uui:.o.bel .. c ad.ds ur.o:~.{.r 

vorC. , _1J.o .. 1loir:g , a._air: , timt i.e.\•c1. cr.U. e . .rt:h vill be shal~c1. , the 

thrones of t/1c : ca thc.n ki. ..... dci.s ovt .. : :..:1ror n , a1.d. "oL tI'..at c1;-y" , 

z~ruubabel ' il: be 1..ac.7.c " ' e a . i .'.:i.ct ; .:. or I Lave c: .0 . er. t:.cc.. , Lr i t:. 
3G 

~lie Lord af l:cc.:tn . " Zt r ubbebel , ·.1.::: the :!i vi nc.lJ cho:Jer l.c~d of 

31 . :~a:::._~ i II , 1 ff 

-;., ..., ... . ,, I I , 9 

.)3 . On the 2<. t!! of Ki elev, 520 , urion t:.e occac ion of the l <: --~ of 

the cornerf'tone of tLc Ter;_.le . 1-'n ........ c.i II , 18 

3·!. .:a.: ;: i I I , 18 

.. ,. 

.~;.) . " II , 19 3G . .:a_cai I r , 23 
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chief ~ rgwnent u_cn vhic1 Ha£:..c.ai rc;lied \H1.G that the 1.at e:rial 

:>rosr,eri ty of t Lc. r:icoplc deper.dea u:pc?": ti.e ir ~\,;al for God ; d i s -

tre <Jt> \ .as a s i c-: t ha t Ee ·:.as anc;ry ·.; i ti1 t ho on et.count of t~ei r 

i r:di:f1;. r ei.ce tc Ei s rorsl.i:1 . ?hi:: i·e:=.sc...ii.~ is an a_rlic~.tion of 

the doctrine of E::elr.icl 'itL i <,c !:trcs~ upor. rit.ual clear-l ir.eco ; 

l:e expcctc t he i:e ~s i o.r~i c era ii. t1. e i1J .eui ate ft..t 1..ie c.s t ' .c nequel 

to the .Joli ti Cll l ~rcu l;;lea of r.i.. tiJ .. E'S. . hi S !:e::;nia i.i C ho1.c i ~ 

co l reu b;• tl':e circur.::;t nces of ii~ 1 •. i..istr;y ; t . E: chief poi1.t on 

v:hic h. he d\' elli: i G t Le fu. t u_ t c.lcry t,; f t he Te!u!Jl e . I "' i s tjnew 

fe e. i t:.re ti.at : e vent l..i.res to r:£lne .., cor. ter •for<...ry--Zeru ... ca1A.l--3.c 

the ~:ec i ab . 

After the cic!:th !!lt,;r. th, Zecl:c.~ i ah le 1.C.:s •. i c SU!)_ ort to tr.c~e 
3? 

Gc d vi ties . J:e prenents to . . -"· t. 
copl c the v:ar:r:i1. .... ex:::J.:~lc of 

t l?ei r onces ".,o :i. G ,·he f a i lecl to l.. iv<. :.ee1 to tl .. e e- '!'l i er pro.:..l c. ts--

,. i t h Y hat d irr- resul 1.G-- a r. d ur .... "--:-- ~rce<,e!' z eo.l ii. t. € r;o:i.·k o:.. cr-
38 

ectinc tie Tet._.,le . I r: E::- raVI , l'. , Zt.c·.~ 1·ici! is as. ociatEu vi th 

J:ac'" i , both bcii.L ._. iv _r c ... ec. it i or c ... uei 1.c--b:; t he i1· l~ropheoying- -

t 1.e rcbti.ildil!E; f the . .,t.:._lc. . P.eferer:ccn i,. t .. c.. i.ook of Zecl:c.riah 

:furr:i s ri evi de r.c c.s cf o1'stacles :.. r. a. disco u-c.cet e: ~s , ar.d t!-.c r.eed 

for c o1.::tar;t t..1'£:.irit; and ercrurc...:l.1-eLt c.f tut lec..cic.rs , - J or;l.ua c.r:d 

Zt..ru1,bubel ,- 1Jy t he prL_ r.et . Er:ct.~ i i.aL. cr.r.our:ced ~ " d:a..!ciq," of 

t:1e ki•1....,cio1 .s c;,f t he \\Crle ·:ii ch ·, a.s t o be t J.C :>-eluC:e to the es

tabli::;lu .. e rr~ f t :i.c ;:i r ..... doi. o: Goel . 'i'1.e r~volt::; at ti.c accessior. 

o: Ds.rius i:ad alr:o cr.c u1·n.:cc. t: c. Te;-s to i.o_.e: ... or s"'cL a "eL·..:.:-
39 

i r.c", but no" Zech<!.riah 11 ::iees" four r ncelic 1 .• ef!cc1.L,ers v.110 re:,or t 

3? . StaC:.e . l oc . c i t . 

38 . z ... chc rinh I , 1- 6 

II I , 7- 1 ? 

... 



to the Aneel of JaJw.el! , 11 \'.'e have 'al ked to and fro t .l.1TOU£..ri" the 

ertl: , and behold a l l t.he c.art:. sitteth !"til.i. an<;. i o at ree t ". 

D~rius v.as c:uellir:c the V[ r i c...:.:: rebel_ior.s 'i ti. re. ... id ei.ccc:-~n , ar.e 

J. r. r.uo~ '.nvc 1 trluurct' tho.t t:i.e ::-rc1 .. ice 1.=C.c bJ 1-'ut..t:.ai ii.ad coJJe 
-si 

to noti1ir.c . I r: t.ii :.. Yiritn , the Al ._el of J <:L.weh a; .... e'llo to God . .,~., 
;Jttd /s r~d5sur~lf ~o_.jJ# 

acair.ot ;o:::t~or.c1_c~.t of the fulfilll..cr.t c:': Li e .._..roLisea,~ tr..at th& 

7 e1.1plc nh~ll be r0bu i l t ar.d Jertts~lci .. b cc cr.1c )rOf..pe1·ou::: . A sec-
4D 

end viFior. sLo\'e fcur horr:s·, 1.1 c Ger.tile u ... t i ons , f i -ed c.\·.e.:J b :,· 
41 

:our miitlis . I . c:. tr.ir<.i vi:::icr. a 11r:l!lr. ·• ith a 1 •• eaev.r:.1..::; l ir:e " i e 

forbiddcr. to c.cr igr. dcfini te liui tc to J cru:::~lei11 , bcc aLLse the 

:uturc o JUla .. io1. i'.ill b1.. too . ..u:i r<.,us to '...e cor.t.. L.ec • i t!.in a 
- - 42 

v:al le< circuit . I r. a fourtr. vil. i c, i. , J oeJ:ua, t.bc 1 i[,h !;)r ier~ t , i i. 

f i lthy .sr.:.rinents , i s a rreiu.ec befo .. :e J al.\ ch . TI. i• i:- i...,·ulioli c 

a?_t:entl:; of ::one ::ii. h e :.a:: cc.i..i.itteC: to -. . . icl .. tL"' J e;-;s i.aJ LaYe 
4J 

n::cribcd trcir Lis~ortl.4 . . cr. , or , a~ r..01 e c 1· i tic ~ hol<l , ::u._cco tivc 

o: tLc ri tuc.l tir.s o! t:1c: ·, ! .. ol e :rcople . :·ic ir:i _ui tw· is ta}:cn 

av;r .. J :.er.eve!' , :-r.d :e in cr:crurc._ c..r~ to be: ilLful l.iJ -~!'Oh.iscc of 

..:;o·.-.er a1 d honor . J!e ui d .h i~ fcllo\ -priL~t: ~ e t o u:hcr iL the 
'I' 4• 

Cc lled "flt:>!S , ,.:>.ll :.:e:::sioh, , !.c i. J <...:.;- eh r ro1.1i ses tile.. t . .. e 
·.6 

'l'l:cre io cj:cr-r:i 11 J Cl ,QVC ti!C. 

cre=:cc t.o a " ::tone .... i tr. :JCVC?: ew C.' " ·; 1 :!.C~ i~ e:._ lc..i i.e 1,.. b .:; .... 
refcrrir.s to tr.c :ounL-ti or. stc.r.c c: t. c T i ..... l e . A f i f t i: ·1i s i or. 

-;0 . Ze c hariah II, 1- 4 

" 
42 . 11 

II, 5- 1? 

III 

(3 . Cf . St ade ~ · ~16 

.4 . Zec:r.~ric.11 I I I , € 

II I II, S 

l - o ·e111· " '.L'h""' T\•elve: ;.:iur Fro_1.ets" rer.~:::ds it .. ~ ref c.rr inr. t o . v . J. • " - u 

a j c·.:e l L. t ee disdr 11 of tiie : ·.ef' iar.ic Ki •B· 
~7 . ZEch. IV, 1- 6& , lOa-l~ ( as i n Stede) 

, -
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describes a sever.- b~ar.ched cPrdlestick ri ~h t~o olive trees , one 

or. eac~ s i de t he=wof . ~his passace ha~ received va rious ir.ter -

:::-reta ti or.s . Stade ' s version :; eel!ln •. o~ t !'robable , v ie;-ir.e; t!:e_eir. 

a referenc e to the t\";o 11 at.oir.ted one s 11, Zer:..bbabel ar.d Joi::hua, kine 

;; r;c :hi gr.- pri ez t , r e:::!J(;.Cti vel::,·
1 
i:: the f u t ur e kir.e,don , z.l:o &re to 

sta!.d unde r t he :-rotectior. of t r..e ev e r \7a tcJi.Sul eyes o f God. This 

ut. terar.c e of Zech[.r i ah ' s , exei.l tir.t J oshu.aj.o a co- orcl i r . .::..te sta tus 

·.it!: Zerubb&.oe: l t.ay h<:>.v e beer. ir.te!.deec t.o te:rr:i:.a.te d is>utes be-
48 

tveen the t-:o leadt r s a:: to t:.eir rel a tive :;;io::i tier: . Cha:!_)ter V 
49 

~reser.ts t wo visior.e . I r: the fire t of t:.ese 1 a huce !'oll i ::: pre-

~er,ted as fl:;ir.e throu !: the ~ana. t c :urse it c. f sir.:-.ers . "?he 

secor.d snc•-i:.i a v;01 •. c:.r. 1 re::;reser.tiri~ v.ickedr:e ss , ehut u9 in an e:pho-1'1 

.. easu.r c , and bein(. cr·rrieC:. by t\•o voLer, t c tl:e _and of Sh i :-.ar . 

: : is SJr .• boli:-es ti:e .rmri:ic :;.~ i c r. cf t he l a r. d frow s in , a rer.ioval 
50 

o: the obe ,,~cl cs _ to th t.. comir._ of t!:e Kii.~C.011. of Cod. 'i'he e i [.ht!! 
51 

u :ci last vici cv: brir.~e a rea :earcr.ce of tte four cf:ari o t:: -:.hie!: 

a re dii:;pc:. tc!J.ed to tl:e four ~i.;.arters of the eartl 1 :!)rei:;w_abl ' to 

e.xecu-.e God ' s judQ .. ents u~or, t: e .. a.i..i 01.s , fo r " t!:.cse -.r~t go t.:; 

~ne .. orth have c:ui c ted ir.y efi r it i?: t he r:orth co1.4i:try" 1 ai::_<::.rentl:; 

ref cri:: ~o -:.he 6.eetructi or. cf t he Fers iar:- Zab~r2..or:iar. El!:,!:'ire . 

7e r ee eix ir. Ch:.pter 17..- i~ sier. ificc>.r.t a3 a b c l ste:- i q_; of 

ccu!'.'a. _ e t o Ze!"Ubtabe l. 11 '.i'i.c s~iri !. cf Go0."1 t h t la ~ t.er ie tolC:. 1 

~-ill enable hi1 _ to ovcrccu: 1.ate:-i a l cii : ficul ti e e . ::'? i!:: c.~zured 

i ~ v . ~ t!J.at ~e shall c01 ~ l etc t he ~ork en the 

:<J . 
-, 
..) _ . 

c:-. St ade p . :: l :J 

Zec . . ar i ah ·1, 1- 4 ; 5- 11 

Sc Stc:.<if' p . Zl G 

Zechariah 'II , 1- 8 

"' -i. C.J~!)J..e. Cr.apt ers Y 
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and VI of t he Book of Ezra fur ni sh the na ture c.. f these obs ;,acles . 

Ta tna i the satrap of t he 2~rovince acros :: the Euphrates vi si ta 

. e r usal e1.:i , sees the Y.ork of con i:; truc ti cr.
1
an_ ~uef ti onr: the au t h

ority of the le~ders i n bu ilGing t he Temple . The Elders refuse to 

be daur:ted and. refe ... t o tLe earlier decree of eyrus , Ki ng of Fer 

s ! a , v;hic h e a ve t he1.J p e r mi ssi cn to rec onstruct the Te1i.p l e . Ezr a 

fai t hfull .. chroni cle:: t he: €. ven t . A l et -.er i s sent bJ Tatr.a i to 

Darius , r eportinn: ir. de t ::.il , th1:; er.cour, ter , ar.d sugces ti ne t hat the 

r ecords be consulted for verific<.: tic.ir. c.,f t he Je,~·s ' c l a i m. Th is i s 

done : such a dec .. ee i s foun d i n tLe .:.r...r:al s . Darius not only auth-
• 

ori zes t h e v ork en t he Te1a l e out ord1:; rs t hat ti:e J ev.s be g iven 

sup_ort i n t heir l z1ors , i r. accordo~c e ~ ith the earlier decre e of 
52 

Cyrus . 

Zec har iah s c ores a ll doub t s . Ee npurs J oshua. a r. a. Zerubbabcl 

to rer.e\ ·ed incentive ar.c.!. hc_De . ?hey arc ur.dc r Gee ' s care ar:d 

~ re r ec ei vine ~i s aid, , .. hcrev i t h a l l ciifi cu l ties ar:d obstacles 

.-:ia.11 ".Je overcollie . Zechariah i s so c erta in of t !:.e n earr:esa of 

t he e.pproach iLC 1.:es s i ar:ic kingcol.i , t':..at he orders t he Je\; s still i n 

'Babyl on~ t o bring col d ar.u Gil ver to .Terw:::ale1,. :er tr.e cror.r.. of 
,, 

Zer ubbahc. l Y.ro i ~ to be kr.or;r: as Wi t h th e subs equent 

d0a t~1 or cle9osi ti o.r: of Zerubbabel t h e h o!;)e in the i l1l .. inent advent 

of t he !:essiar.ic era recei vcc & lC evc r e blo;·. . Zecharia11 find::.: it 

r.ecesst> r ) to add i'urt.her ur ge o:r.C.:. encoura.t_'.ek1ei.t . 

7cr::ple nust co:iti r.ue unde r t he r.e·,... lcaderd:i p of 

?ile wor k on the 
54 

1 'l-" Oi'"ll -,s1t...,w 

The :porti an I- VIII , c l occ :: i" i t b a prophecy dc scri b in. t i_e future 
55 

b l cssecr.eos cf J eru::, l ei... J us t as certa i n as tha t t he punb:h-

; .. r.tc d i d befc.1 1 t .. (;l . 1 !,r ediCtC; t y the ea rli er _!l rO:'l'-t. te , £0 ::ur c l:; 

5~ . 
53 . 
S4 . 
35 . 

Ez ra VI , 8- 12 
S t : ck: p . 3J.? 
There is some disrute 
E:-ra YT ! I , 1 - 23 

f ootnot e 
as to their i dentitJ. Cf . Cl"'eyne p . 10 
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v.ill inni:eri a li ze t he t hen promi ~ed wrath of God agai ns t t he h ea t h-

ens a.r.d : i s 7ea l or. bcha Jf of I s::Gel. 7he ::essiar.ic hope s'.all be 

: ulf). l lec . ~aJrneh ::hal l return to Zior.; ir. the ::treets of J er us-

-. 1eu, old rie1. ai.d !Jl ::iyir.g chi l d1·en sha l l a ge.i n be seen . The J ey;s 

o:: t:1e di:).spor a sha _:.. be vrcu_ :.t Lm .. e ; fa.s t dc .;s ::J • .nll vecone 

:'eatt tl~ .r ; 1 eatl.e r. ~ . r hal_ pil\ c ri1 .. ~ to J eruc"-lCJ:! to 'wrc::;.i :~ 

God. "In those c!c _ c it shall c o1 .c to pa:: s that tc.n Le?. of :....1: the 

lc.ncu.1, cs of t:.e 1.a ti r n:-z f' Le l:!. t ::. ':e h ol o. o:: t} l; sk i r~ o::' ::ii.. ~hat 

i:: :- .. er , ~ ... . ,-ir.c ' Y.e ~ i:_ ._c; ·• ith Jo·.t , :or ·,,e l1av _ :.earc.. ti:at God 
5 G 

i o -. i th you ' " • 

~·uch 01 tb .. ie '"' chii e c.f Zecr.ari c!. !'! te? t::: ur. eh bo:·u ii er. o! 

i:tAil C.i r.~ t:.E: '.1'1..12:11.. , it:: -l t. !'£! le::.,/ iL · _ i u r c f it::; ~l ~ 11 '..,e-

c i11 r i1:lJ , th~ eta.tun of tl.c? ich- )rieft , a r.C: thc. !:es::ii a ?.ic i C:cntit:; 

c :: Ze! ·'bb::.b i : Zc c:i.<.rri a:. ' f' free Uf' C of . y .. ... o~ic ·:i s i cz.~ , . .. ci .. :.c. 

l·r.:.c: _ . . rt _l . 'c · by o:..r:c elc , ~re dc vcL_ r._r.ts cf t lc r .. c t. od of 

=zc~i~l . The e ltcrea relati o~ of th1..~e ~ropheto t o God i s n ote-

worthy. Thil e t h e major p r ophets fc..lt t h eiasel ves to b€ c ompletely 

one wi t h God, Vlho wa s ever preser.t and livi ng i n them, f or the 

post-Exilic p 1 ophets , God srov;s 11.or€ ar.d 1 .. or L trar.s c endcr. t ; C.irect 

p e rsor:a l i ntt:?rc our oe be tY cen t h.e1. ce:ise:; ; <.. r. aq~el s t e_1s i!'1 to a c t 
.;'/ 

e i .t 1;. rLe <. iar , <:..:" av~tar. 

':'l;c bv.iJ ,· ir.._. o:' t r.c '.L' · l .. _,lc i .a<l r .. :l d _, ro res. ui.c.1 !' t .c 

·,: r c: O- t:_c: c t·, o _ !·o_·!.c t !" f ::~ ...... .. e. i e!':.1..: Zee: .ar.i ~.h . I t v ~ ... co1 ; l e t ecl 

o: • .. : .c t::.rd of AC. r , i. . :::c ·(.~~ .. 1 5 ~ . C . ": , i r. t Le :=i; .;.i. J -..r cf 
•c ¥...., 

"'I.. • 

:::: ,.. 
" I • 

f; "' 
vC • 

VIJ J , 23 

Ccr. ill 

~zra VI , 

:': e : c .. nic...;.ic :.o_ t.: :. till :·c. ;..:?.en ur.-

15 
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ful f i. 11 eC: . • . • . S01.1c ¥.ere st.:. t i sf i ed vi t:1 t r.e ... c.c.l c..c:. i c"red in '!'.be 

forlu of the r.cv; Te1 .. 9le ; otr.er:;. cor.tir.~c c to horJe. • •.. At ;;.r.y rc.te 

t} e ro::.d wao :-cft cleo:- for f t:rthcr d\.. velo.:.J, .. eL t ... . 

";;c t u rr: Le; ... t to tl1c ai.cr;:,1 .. c.•u c Y.ri til.f:>S of t!.c propLc t i7l.o 

as cir:ce l~ecr. dei:: it,rn:.te~ ~::, :.:u.lac lii . I t i;- ~c. .e ra.l.L.: c.areeC.:. by 

c:e: .:..c. tes t . a t 11 
• .:u.1ac!1i 11 is i o~ 7.:-,c 1.D.J •• c c, :!:' t:.c ~c~t.<al _f,ro::pheti c 

&... , , • ' l" .:.ut1 or , c~t i r 6. ri vcd f ~41" tr.c. ,, •.::ntaJ, :t::, .-,.i.ge , or 11 11( ,' Les::::cr.-

cer '' c.s snu:.et te ( in I I I, 1 of t !. i s Lock . I t it [..ene!c ll.: nc.reed , 
re for'" s 

::l::o , ti.ut tria 1cr. i n c. on .. ec tc. -.. itL t:ie -r c. i cn:ne e€ ofEzra n.nd 
5S 

· .cl:eJuiah, . but it i e doubtful ·, Le-.l:t:1· :.:alacl'!.i ( the proi:het , 01· 

\ri:cr o: the \,or:.. it.::- e:f) wC tue:ll~ C O- O._.Cl'C1tO u V1ith the ref or r.:.-

er::: . The Loe:: Gif; r cr: a clc&r J:'Crt.rc.yal of t!.e coi. .. i t i er.: of the 

ti1;.c . 

ace : 

The prophet , actinc; c..e God ' L ncutl.;i cce , dc livc:.1~ ~ hir.; riess 

~ ::nt'f .._, , ~ .:2 ~1t "'l \&IT 'rK il F 'l ' -, .:l.~ • • 

J:e btci ris b:r asnurir.e hi~ Learcrs as tc '"vhe l t v e of J o.h\.er_ 

1 or I sr<lcl . c· l e.Li ty :::.r.c d irtre::s 1. u st have 1..ac. c t· .c Jci'.s of !:is 

de. :,· doub t ;· i.et:i~r God h:::.d o.i.:,· q.:&cic.l r.ffeci..ior. i L.r t i.eL . 71 c p?:o-

1):.c.t ti:en dcnc.unce ; the :pr~cticc:: o'!: bot:. ;.ricst.;, C.i.d L .. .:.ty . The 

former a.re adl .• o ni r.ne<.:. i or u .. r ie.:·. tcouc obscrvc.r.c e r,f t1:c :r· l tu~l , 

~r:c! :'or u nf c ithful teac!"inL. . Th .. y c.re rc:pre::.eLted as .._..;.i lt: · of 

cress c arel e ssr:esa and irre v{:rer.ce : 11 The pri ests cicfilt. my name ••• 

brir,E :;>o llutc.t.. bre<...d u1.to 1 .• ir,e altar ; • . • \.l:er. ye thus s~.y t 
60 .... 

(,,ttli'' f"' ~"' ) Jab~-:e!: ' :; t ctle , it i .. c..i. ~b01 .. i r.at i on . " Th t y l'C[..ard 

·, l t h c onie? .. !Jt t he ritual : "Be:told , Je s<..i d , ' ·:.hc.t a v:eari 1,ess i t 
\.1 

:: :: '". The ref crt: J ohv.eh rej ec't:: t heir servi ce <:.J,d :holds himsel f 

3': . Cf . Sta de , 

CO . I:o.lc..c! i I , G- ? 

Cl . " I , 13 
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uore hono;{r ed b~r the Ge r. tiles . The pro:i;>het a~pea1 s to the ~.c-
,, 

i er:t covenant of God Yil.11 Levi ( ~\'ril 1' ~ -,:i ) ar.d to tr_e faithful ,, 
r:eE; of the pri e:::thooO. ir.fo :,· r,or.e d~ys : "Truthful ir.stru c ti on was in 

hi s mouth e.lld trai.sgret: 7i on wa:: r:ot to be f ound upor. ~.i s l i po ; i n 

reo.ce ar:d u r ri [..htr.es f:: h e v:alked z.-i th IJe , ~cepi r..:: many ( persons ) 

f ro1 .. sir.. The p ri ests l i ps E'.Loul C. keEp kr:ov;ledc.e , c.1.ci they shoul d 

a t ek t he lav- a.t h i ::. J!:outh, fo!: he is tlte LeE::::en:._er of t he Lord cf 

P.os ts . " WJ a t r, -;: cC: haE J dweh of tLeir sacrificeo ·:.:.en t heir deec.s 

a r e v·icked, "~ are dcparte <.: cut o::'.: t !le y;2y ; j-e t.ave c c. used many 

to :::trn .. ble at t he h v , ye L::.ve cor:-u_ ~eti tl:c: c over.ar.t 01 Le vi , 

<>ai t~! the Lor d of .Los ts . Ther efore have I ! .• ade J cu c onte1 . .-!Jt ible 

al.cl base before all t he people , ::!cccrciing a~ :/e }.ave not ~e:p t my 
62 

r~JE bu t have b een partial in the laws . " Then turning to t t.e 

:peopl e eeneral l :,-, te de now.ces the di vcrcir.cjf Jev i sh v.i vee to 

1.-..ke v:a:.,- for i.a r riae:.e ::: v. i t h fore i e,r. Yemen, ar.u de~cribec t h e ar:ger 
63 

c f .Tah;··eh at t he Liser.:,r t r..uc cau:: ed . TLe :,' de file Go d. ' s ~olir.ess 

c..r.d v i olate F.i i ovenar:t . Doee Ja.Ll' eh r.eed t.heir :::acrifices v.hen 

' fror.: sunrise t u sundov:r: '' Ee is t htc.s hcn or ed aJ.;c.nc all the r;at i ons--
.(.. 

at every s acrific a l al t a r ? I srael ' s offeri 1,~s are r:o lone.e r a c cept -
" 

able t o F.i1 .. "":Jec .:;.use t tc:,· cr re attended ~· i ti_ unri (.i. teous deeds ;ou t 

c!.i efly-- for thi s rror:tet --becc.use t.he oac1 ifices a r e net as pre-

~c · i bed , bec au s e ani1:.al z \.i t h b leLishe:: are offereo up, u ec au:::e 

---'-, , "" .. "'' n_e .. ~. il .. It I a.. 11~ ' "ye have broucbt ._ oc < .,. ~ c 

Unde r suc h condi ti c-ns arises the 2 rop:1e t ' s ho:pe i n t he advent 

of be·t ter da ys--a :·es::: i c. ni c e r e . 

scyc L:a.lacl.i. Cod .. i ll s e nd his 
64 

-
Suci. days are to cmr.e a seuredl y , 

,, 
,, J\'..,=>il l lt'to , y ·hci:1 the ~eople 

dE:r.:i r e . The Day eif J ude;.1ent v ill be ushered i n b :1 t he ::u.dden 

62 . ::al a.c h i I I , 6- 7 , 8- r 

C3 . Cf. Stade p . 333 , l:owack, e t c . 

04 . !.:Dlachi I II , 1 
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65 
arpear anc e of God I s ,~ ~,, ir: the TC!Jple . Th e "day of F~s comi ne" 

shnll b e atter,dcd by severe judement whic l: f ev· r,.ay survive . The 

rries t s shall be :puri fie c bl'i1.~ ine r i ghteo~e off€r i ne,s . The rnae-

icians , f a l sifi ers , o~~ressors , ar.u those ~ho cause evil sh~ll be 

j ud~ ed . 1:a1ach i exhorts the ini c:ui toue to 1jer.ci tr.ei :: v. a:,·s . .Ee 

re!'r oaches t he1., v·i th wi t hho l dir.e; the tithes and s acred dues from 

t h::: Temple . The ri chteous a re war nee' a 1.. a ins t corr.pl a in ing t hat t h e 

r.i cked prosper a.nd t hat p i e ty has a va il ec. ncthine; . On t he "day of 

judc;roent " a l l t h is v i ll b e rectified. TLo::e Y.hc. i'ea r J ahv.eh a re 
66 

no t ed in t he h ea venl y s crolls , l •~:>r ~'!>o , and shall inher it 

God ' s portion . Then shal l the distir.c ti cn be 1..acie bet\· een t.hc 

righteous ::.r:rl t he godles:: . Tl e f or mer or.all stain:r:: c. -..i t tne l atter , 

ao t he dus t ur.dcr t heir feet . YeriJe 23 predicts t;1e cot'ling of 

Elijah, ~he :l)rorhc t , as pr ecur s or to the advent of God ' s k ir:r:.dom, 
6? 

at. item 1:hi ch as. wnecl great i 1 .. port~¥nce in the r.i s t oricd devel op-

ment of the l:essiani c h o:e . Before the arri v<:.l of the "DaJ· of 

J uder.icnt ", Eli j ah sh.:. 11 coi.,e to rcun i te frur.ilies , to " turn the 

hearts of t he fathers to t bE c 11ild::::Em ar.d t he -.ea:rt.s of t he childr-

en to t l.cir f a t hers•, lest God c o1.e to rer.d1..r the land de:::o l ate. 

Y.alacri , l H:e Eaecai a nd Zecha1·iah, i:: chiefly i r. t ere::ited i?. 

the Temple and ~ rri esthood . The s i ns d~ nouLced are lc:.rcely 

ri t uo l abuses , uns~tisfac to7y offerir.cs , im~crfect f lfi ! ~uentof 

VO'I .. ,... , ··rrai ci ti thcs , c onteJ 11)1. for , ·~nd. \',es.1·irier.t Of , !H..<bli C y;or

• shi p . The Teu:ple has become the seat a1 cl s.,1 .. t ol of Di vine Ric;ht-

l~~ for 1~~~, refe.rri r.e to J a::z eh 

as the ruV r c! God ' s ki r: ~ ... m'l . 

Ci . !.:alc.c:·ii III, 16 

Gil.. Stade 

6":. I:.alacbi I, 8 , 1 2 , 13 , 14 ; II I, 8 
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eous:-:ess ; the e:uardiaJ; o:f tru t h a r.ci justice . l i ::e Ezekiel ar.d 

Zecl12 riah , ac::ti r. , : :e.l ac:t:.i holae t hat t.Le ve;tl- bei?.._ t.: Israel de-

:-e:?Jf: or. t:-.e :!'es e~.ce oi' J ... h\ ci. L. ::i ~ Te .. ~le , and <.! .. e :_:; ro_:-het i t.-
#C 

:': ie s ~:~t the s ine ofA ~co_le sti l: ~ee~ ~i. a le e:' . i·ev e rer:ce 

:c: t~.e Tet::;: :ie ru:c ~::ie ~ t!.oo . :.c:.::e t:.e .. :i.·o:::e:t idealize t!.e :::e=-

;ice~ 2 nd ~riec-t~ c: ar.c ic:t ci<!)'S -:l:er: they v:al2.:ec. ·.-.i t!: Gc.d "in 

~:i.ec:.eru-. t ur.to J <.·;e!1 11
, c:. vie·;; o: t:.e :.c i cr:t :-rit~tf:occi v e ::::; d if:f-

e!·":: t frcir, that o:: I :::o.iaii. e r J e!·e: iah. ~.:P l cl.i ' :'J e::ti...:::.te o:- t:te 

i1 .~ort&nce of ri t u,.. l ar, ... <.i t: t{-~· i e ir ... crked c ontr. ::: t to t:!.e te~ch-

i:.t of t:!.e r~ajcr prorhet s , ye t he is a l f:o ir.tc res"teci in <.h e et::;ic-

:il side . He C.:e: .. ar.d:? t!J.e : .. oral rectitt:.C:.e c:f t;-c :·riesta ~.r:ci ec:-_oe::: 

t~e d ... m ... r:ciati o:.~ hurled ty -~i s i:redec esscrs ae:air.st sor c erers , ~er-

j~rer" , ar.d adt~lterers , as~i:::::t t~c..~e ·. !.co_, !CS~ t!:t: !-.irc:.i!".(; i r: 

·-- E ,-a..~e~ , :--.~.d ~!:e ; id.o, .. a .. . .: t:_e : t .. e~le t,,t , ~r.d :.e:,c.i ~-st t i"!cse 
GS 

·.t:o deal ur:jue:tl J -.-·itL t·.r " s~rar.._,c r " . :.:.::.achi dcec ;:ot deal 

-:·it!: ~he: r:atior. as a ~: o:e , i.. his c or:detlr.a ti o .. , :.u. t C: i <-- ti r.[t;.i ~:.es 

:.e t·:.cer: ·,Le : '- i ti:::'ul a r.c di c l o:· '"'.l . T: ·e Day of J · :_.e!1 cic ~ :!ot 

br..ir.s t i.e doo .. ! o:~ t}:e r.at i o .. 'Lt:t t he u r.i :-: .J. er.<. 0: t:.e : ic~:ed and 

t!1c re,·a!"d. o: t rt; ri ._::~teoui:: . ?i!"le:.2.1: , t!?e : .ec~ ia:.ic £.l. tici::_:ir..tion 

i :-. ~e!'LP of a re:::tor ed !)~·; i C.: ic C.ji .<:?!" t:; , !.~~ L l:. ... . i r.to t:.<)cc.ck-

:rouu:. !!a l ac:_i ' i:: ho})e :or hie :1ec. l c : "l c er,tereC. ir. tLe C.ir~ct 

i~t~rver.ti c~ of God ir. the D~ y of J~.¥eh. But t~e ~roerect is ~ct 

so ir.:.e i<::.te a"' : ?; !:i :: : redecc:~!-'ors ; t :.e riro!lhe t seeL!: cor. scio~i:: 

of the b itte:- c i sap_.cir:tu.r. :. oft c::: c·'..:::cC. c:;· t.he tee. cor.:'id~r.t 

c:~ect3t ior. c: t: e r peed./ co . . inc- c: t.l.:e ::erciur:ic era. 

5- . : :alaci:i III , 5 
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J~:~,·u. f:'ir:all:r> f::1oll ccLt. to urify the nor.:.. 0:: LeYi , tl:e :p!·it.st-

hood ; Elijah muot retur:. c.r.G. heal tLe cli. cords of 1.hc :;eorlc , be-

:ore the time i o ri,e for t h c.reat De.y of J udor.ent e.r:d DLl i vcr-

The :Eiblic"'! crti c:: ~ric tclor:~::: r:c: . t ii: ct.r:r-idcr::iticr. is 

t: "' t cO?;i:-ri;i?.._ cl:c._·t erc l'II-lX'll i n I :::.:::...i.::i.:. . Obvi v ~~ly t:.c:::~ 

c:.., tr:-::: :::-e LC. 1. t .e ccr:::ccu i vc .crticr.:: o:' c.. :::inzle ; ork, r:cr 

ere t1 e.: hcr.:cce!·i:oue in :--t· ·::." "'r.d ;; i:.· i t . Ever. ~.-rt !'rm. e i ~or-

icl :::..C.C:i ticns trc:· c:r:r; : .... rdly be t: c \·crJ: cf a ::ire.le author. Ye t 

3ubet·ntially t hey seem to represent the reli t,ioue thought of loy

al J ewe of the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, the period following 
69 

that of Ualachi , dating approximately ~?0-420 B. C.E. :?er our pur-

:pose it is c onve1ii cnt t o t.rea t t he v.hole of LVI-LXVI here , notv,i th-

ct".nd ine; i ts a 1-1 ~ rcllt he. ro:c1.ci ty. 

m ap tcr V II , 1 - 3 ~1·01 ii sc::: e•i!.::c?:::: a.Lu G~r=tile _,ro:::cl: ·tes the 

_ ,..i vi. l e:_er c.: t.hE CbcZC!. :- .o_.l e oi. co;.cii tier. t:2t. t:~c., cbscr"l'c 7.!.c 

::c:0d 0- t!le 3.ot<l~C.LC!' .:. .. - U,c ·, .. , : ". r\!t.ce .:.:::: ... :.(.1.if'r; ~ 'tO the 
'10 

.:."'c '.itc.?1t , • t " ,.' e.c i::; i.c e ce '-O t:.c ·,·ic:.ed". 

L'.TJII ";./10:-c i~:; n. dcsc:r ipt.ivL c: .. ~.e t.J_ e uf fn.ct ci.o:;.cn b J God, 

i. cc1:tre·li~ti .ction tc • .. ::c i.~t:.<rc of t:. f:>~t co.J.o .. l ,; ob.1:r ·efl. 

"! ~ r.c.t t!'!is ti.~ f at t .. ::t I i~a.ve c· < f3t1 ? ?o 100.;.1;: ~;.e bt .. d.~ of 

. ., ic:.c i.e. ~ , to u1. o t!ie :1er v,, · urdd:~; , CL: .d to let ;..!1e c re~·::.ed 
'll 

,20 :'re. , etc ? 

ticer; , · ··ici: <"re _~·,·._ .. t t: c1:. i1:to dcr ... ~rcte st-~its ; 1.0 ... i:.:. .. ._ ::: 

,.,.. 
I,; • • 

·,r . c: . ..... LVI- LV!I , ir.e:l . 

71 , ! ::;a:.a:. L"/III , C- 7 
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t o be ho!)e•~ for froli. i .. 2.n , but J c..st". e:" · .. ill Eir.r:e lf i ;;,t.l'Ve!'1e to 

sc.ve t i1e peni t cr:.t c.n..: to ... ur~i l"lt t:.e wicl:e< . The cor.clnd.ir2!: verse , 

:.1 , pr01.iises that Divi :r.e Rcvelaiior. c. ,cl Ir.s ...... iratior. i::hsll 1·ei.,::in 

the ctcrr:e..l posfe::sion 1..f l 5r~e: l. Tl:e ~.ex~ . .Lree cha:i;.tcrs ~tri l~c 
celebra t e 

a ·very dif'f.:.rent r.ote . T. ey ~&: 'l'c. the future splcr.dor o.nd 

~.cliness of Jeri;z" '.!.elJ . Re;turJ.ir.c e:.ilcr_ , e::.cc-·ted iJ.f r.:.e Ger.tile~ 

:.:;!;~ 1 1 il?lct to Zion f r o1 .. :: 11 1_u; r te..r::? . All the nat i or.c of t he 

c:-.r·th !:: 1~11 :'.)a::· tr i1;ute :::.Ld :10) :c. ..... c tc t~e Tei .. : le . Pe£..cc o. .. d :.:i~t

eoi;::ne ~:: r:)·.<:.11 '- hid.e in tl e ci tJ . 'i'i.11:: .rtv.e sLaL:. be~ i,ation uf 
72 

:_.rier-1..s .. air.trir.od uy t:C.c laboi r 1...f Ge1:t:.::..e s l c.ves . As Ti.J.e gr e_t 

l-o!.)C cf Dt.tAtc:ro- I ""cicil i';a.s ir.s1.iret: · i.: .. c _ ro:..pect of clt.li vc.r-

ar,cc to oc \'.roucLt b~· C;r:: ,\... , so L:1is l esser echo b.:; '.i'ri to- I sai<:'.h 

r::ay have had its occur. ion i:·. tile Lopes r s.ised by t!1e a:-!.'earc.nce of 

Ezra e>r cf :.ehernia11 , arnc.: .: ;; i th t:.e au. t.1cri ty of P er-::i-: to ::;erve 

t:.e ir.tc·ests of tri..;.e reli~ i on . There iol::.ov,s a ehort section 

, .. :1ich 1 .. i g:.t b r regarded <~ an a....,~er. di:-:. to ... he prec e...ine cLc:..pters . 

I t e;~::l::;i.r.s ho·1 t~1~ :''J.tur e s l c. ry is to b~ brouJ.t a1 .. uut . God 

~ pee.rs ae a terr i ble conqt.:.eror , !:is r ai! .. e!.t ct:·ed ', i U:., t he b l ood 

of I:is er.emies . Viben ::11 Lw.mr . .. elifraile< , J-:e i 1.t.ervt:.i.ed to 

c:r-u~h the r:u.ti OJ:f; an.! to tleli ver Hi~ ::;ie ple . J:C; coLcn fr·orn Edom, 
73 

1::eca use the :ru i r: of EdoJ.1 is t:: e " crm.uiJ.~ Le!·c .:; 11 for I srael. 

A!:;:air: ve have ar: cbru,...t c.~::(..e of tcr.e . Tile ':rite:. c.s:;ee frma 

e::n.;.ltatiori to dLU)Cndc:r.c; . Ee :: .... c::i:. to i LcliJ. €. t!1e h,_a::t of C-od 

t.c Eis people , by rec llir.:,. ~ :ii:: pc.::t l.'le:!:cie~ . ~r:cJ ~ecountir,.., 

their ;:>re:--ent. mire-ric.:) . Cou l O. :.e leave the1:. to ::-eri sh \ i1e1j Ee 

haq done so 1.1uci.1 for t r.eir. in d2y~ e0r.e bJ? Doub tl ese tl:ey v.e!'e 

::in .. ers , tut their fatl~e -·L to .... had CO~e :to tra J , yet God :.'-d r.ot 

72 . I saiah LXI , 5 , G 

73 . I :)~i ah LXIII , 1 - 6 



forsaken t hem. Their iniQui t i es r:e:·e ~any c.nci Goe i·.a:;: destr o:;-

i!1C t21el!l by 1Jeens of t}.e;ir or r. 'l'licke<!nPcc , c.nC. y e t : rt.1.'hou, O 

God , a !'t our .FE' tf'.er ; we r.re; the c lay ::i.;.d thou c.r t our Potter ; v.e 
?4 

are al.. tbe v erk cf Th La1.d:: . " Could. he dc.s t1·0J 1:is om. c reat-

1.ll'es? 

Tr.er. cclJei: a :-:i.cture vf t:.e u l t iHot e s~l vaticr. of I s r a el , t he 
?5 

~ ~esf iani c til.1ee , 11 t he 11e\" Leavens m.cl the ner,. earth" . '.i'he 8i nner s 

, 1 ... 1 . ,:{ t . t . e.t.,;.. s . t ·:no c unc i,O o c. a.1. '11 ev. super s i i .:r.o, 11 1.r.E. ar .. a.r1 ar.s , ar.d t!.ei r 
76 

a:l i es and their frier.ds <;Lor..: the J e\.s , :;hall be destro:,·ed . 

Tims purcE;.d &i.ci ,:;urif i ed J eru.ea lei .. c2 .o.1 l c.t la~;t fulfill Lcr des

tin; r ~r!c i..1..;come the Hcl :.: Ci tJ of Gcci. ; a.r.cjroi. th'1 t. !.i •. J. e ct"" te , 

she nhall ne i.re1· acain be cas t dov:r. bu t shal l abi dt: aJ. eter nal 

c.: ty cf r i _hteovsr.ecs . 'll;e d i vir.c f r vcr vill be shov.r: uy Lat er -

i c.l pr osperi t .i·; a :'&rt i le lend, f r eed o1-: from sori·or- , ler.sth of 

days , pea ce , ::..nu. the re~;1.rn of exilce fr01 .. <..ll the Lc.ticr. z , es-
77 

corte~ b~ the Gentile~ . The ~ractic~l int ~rest i~ t he TLI ;le 

3crvices· i e shewn b:,· tLe rrovi nior: t hat .Jey,3 thaa returrii r.L i.ay . ?c 
~~r i este aLd Le':'i t es . 

The Yr iters of t:.e::;c cha te1s z.re 1 •• u ch occupiet; t'.itl: t.he 

c:rer>t practica l ;ro'bl en. {>f tl.c .i:- Cr i ca . T!1e I iai ntenen c e of a gr cu~ 

of fai thful J ay c , a tr:ie I r:r<:..e l , m.taint€.d 1Jy ae!:OC i a t i or: v i t h t:ie it-

r! f.; i.:_hbore . The probl em i c;; ~: .. ro::che t i n a li be;rc...l di cc~.:i1 i nat -

ine; sni!'i t . Al thoue,.o-: r.o t .erc:; is ulrnr.i: to t:.o£f i ho :id.:1er e t o 

corrupt life £-.nd v10r s:1i p , there i s to be room i r. t.he uri fi ea. cO!!l-

74- . 1 sarah ,bXfV 
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mur:it;yM~l11ity for be_ievir.c. Ger.tile. , .~:::-oselyte:; , a.r:G. ever. for 

eur.uchs . At. in l~ala.chi , nin :.. .. d p t.i::::!'"J .. cr.t , rc!)entt:.cc ru.ci for-

~i venurn G re LO l 01.c;er d , l t 'i t! J. ciJ-.Pl:; u· c or:c er~i r. the r.~ t -

ic1 •. T~e teopl c fall i. to t~o cl~·o~: , tl c ~ickcd , o~ele:::sly 

1'....ard1..r:cc. ru.d irq:1...r.itcnt , for T·hom there i:: notLir:_ but conC.eJ . ..! c.t -

i c 1:; c.nd ":.::e ri._'.'i.ecu::: , -:r.c <re :. r.dced :::i~ful :J.J.C: Jct cor.feso t l..cir 

eir. , rep_nt , .:..:r.c: o'Jt~i. foic.i vcr.e:::s . l.evcrt .. cless , ir. s! i te of 

t:.v.s d ..... :i. t.. ·.it:. trc; ir.d.iYiC.t:.nl ::- :L tv.c clae. cs , t.: ...... : re ... l int'"::-

l-::t ir ::otil: ir: t!.1.. co1 .. . ur~ity . T!~t. t.ii .. e ·.i ll cc-Le -;.11c1. t~.e i'.ickcd 

i''ill be dcstroyeL' , ::-1.d I cr:1cl , t:.1Lic.d Yill a.._::..ir, be a i.oly 
?<:; 

! co~le . 

of t he t1ou~l poet- ~:~lic fc ture::: c -"' t:.c:. :.:c::cic1.ic a.._c ; but t!.e 

~ .ce by r:rti.....~l 1.e ... .. f' or hUJ:1'-r: <-c.cnt.~. ; tn(.; Lo. e of Ir... rr..cl li'-s in 

tLe 'irect. , !1'-reoi.a l i r.t.erv ... rtior. o.i: J c.h-..eJ:. . :c \ill ... ive !_:le ::-.cc , 

. rc:::peri t wr i'.:'r; \.: !:,1' r. ~o : ir; _tor le ; J:e ; il~ cic.n tro::; t!".cir c:-.~•.ie::: , 

e sr.eci.. a lly Eoo11, <md nakc t11e Ge .tile s , t heir servar.to and t rib-

. 
of su::::e .e i1. ·:port~r c e , ~ o t:.<.. ... "t}1e CLc, e~: :'eoplt. i s t o be a i;c t -

80 
ic1: cf • rie~ts. The i der. cf I srael ' ~ 1 ission to tl.e \ orj.d cer.ters 

cl 
ir. the 1'e1r.ple v.Lic:r~ is to be a " E:otu;1.; c.f Jr'--J~r for all nation5". 

For tile irnJ .• ediately succeec..ir._ . eriods of J e,· id.1 J, i story, v.e 

:iave sca1. t:,• r e lia1Jl 1 nfori .. a ti oi. , till t.l~c til.e c. f tl e :~cc~bcc:: . 

79 . I saiah I.XI I , 12 
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Scholars are forced. to ~e.rner what little they C< n from the cvi-

d.er. c e i n the \',orb;; v·J-.ich follow next i i. cor::::idcrati on . Tl:e q_~es-

ti on of datings r ·i t il ree,a.rd to these r;or~rn , Habbakuk , J oel , Zech-

o:;.r ia.'11 IX- XIV, Obc.diah, a.!.' e ur.i'ortur:ately t he nubj ec t of H.uch di s -
82 

!JUte , and , as BcrtLolet n o te~ , subjective o_j, i nions ent er i r.to all 

:-osi ti ve presentatioi.o . Tr.i e £hould be c cnsidered in c or"nection 

-.~ j th the follcv:ir.(. t reatmer:.ts , s i nc e a !!.nor:l e.dce of the ititcrnal 

history of the Je~s of t he peri od is es~ eLtial to a correct judg-

ment of tl':e religi ous de\·elc_.ment . We t ur n t hen , i n our s tudy of 

the devel c.:p1'lent of the l essia nic idea to ar. observation of its 

nature durii.g t he Gre1..k period . 

W'nile the r ersia11 Dn!~ire continue(, , the uencral poli tica.l 

situ~ ti or. had rCJ.ained wwltered . Eut ever. f rOl.1 the time of Cy-

rus , tl:e influence o f t::·.e Gree.ks v:ae felt more arn! :wor e , both in 

E:J:n; t ru.d i n west~rr. Asia . At lant Alex:..nder t he fir eat uade h i 1.1-

self mE<.ctE..J." of these com.•Jries ir, a fev. rap id ca:paici1s BC. E. 

33~- 324 . The car.quests of Alexar.der hao .. c... t be t;r. i .. erely poli ii d.-

a l ; i :-, the train of h i e arwiez , Gr eek thouc,ht , Gre ek cusioLs , 

Greek l er.e_u.aLe , Gree~{ col.J:Jerce , • .ad f.:>"e:pt over -:;he Ea~t , ~ nd J1ost 

of ~he i101rnrte.nt t owns of Ec.y11t a nci SJ·ri a ;-.ere ihoroue,}-.. ly Heller.

i ze~ so that ibe Je~e were no" a ccec Fibl e to ~uch i r:fluences a s 

t hey ba d n€ver b een cel'ore . Up to the tii 1e ... f AleY.ander , Jud.aic1:1 

;.<:'..d tv:o c;reat c er.tres , J eruse.lem and Eabyl cn , but v.ith the found-

ir.e of Al e- .<>-ridria a l arc e J ewish C!_ua.rter arose ii. the r:ew ci tJ • 

. . e1!c efort h AlPx e.r,cria beca.l'1e a nev. cer:ter of JeY:ish life. During 

this !)eri od, too , t h e Jev,s becaJ:le dispe1·sed far ar:d vide , and c aue 

ir.tc cc r- t act vi t h i.ellcnic culture , phil1so2hy , and reli ci on , a t 

many poiLts . The broade;r , c osi .. opoli tar. 1.1ovc.1ncnt of J er:isr .. t houch t 

92 . ' Eiblische TheolcLie des Alten Tes taJuents : p . 143 
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v:bi c h i s i llustrated by t he " W;i.sdorn of SoloJi.ot. " , ar,d t he v.riiings 

of !'h ilo a nd J osephus , 11ust have be.sun soon after 330 E .C. E., if 

not before . Even Jerufa<'..lc1t1 did i.ot -...holly esc::i.:te . 'i'r11i l e , no 

doub t , rnar.y tried t o c o10bir1e the ber.. ~ featurec. of 1 cllenism ar,d 

J udaisn , er. t husiast c for Greek idc<ls i.Uft ..u·. e be...r. rcc.dy to no.c-

rifice il.e e Echti al faith of I Gracl for aeet~etic ar:d i~ tcllect-

ual attr ctions a nd mat eri a l advant a ge s . Thus , in thir: Greek 

9el·iod , currents of lt.£!r..liem, of r .. orc S.!_:.iri t ual J udaictJ , of Gre .... == 

pnilos opl.:1 and of lJere Y orldly Eel lenis1n , 1r.ust have rniLglei ... in 

t he ntr ean o! Jewi sh lire . We L.::v e r.ov· t o ccr.sider our :ev :-ro-

~betical docwher:te i ~ t he li _ht cf t heLe ~ari oue forces . 
8 3 

Rertholet p l a ces ti.e 'Li. i.. t.erar:.ce ir. I s a i ah XIV 28- 32 i.. t.:i:i s 
. e14 

peri oc. Ee aer ees r-i tit Durn~. tha"., it 9 r ecede s the .Eock of Eabba -

£uk . I n U.e aforeic.er:ti om d oracle a,sea.i1.st the Phi li:=tir;es , the 

l a t ter a re r epr entnted as rejc1ici1Jc over the f:;.ct that t he. rod 

•:hich ~' .ote thc! .. - -FcreiG.r. r·u.le.- - i :? t :..·ok en . ?r.c pro~_ht.;t. _::c.iri t:oJ out 

to tlJern that -.1 i :-- is--for tr.en~-- -.o c.rcu .. c. for jo; , ~.i?.ce ~:,e fu t -

ure pr01 .. ises theiJ c'iren .... re~ ter C.ie:tr es. . Tc t: .. e 1..1;.:::::.c .. t.,er::.. ':.o 

:.Gxc , p_ arer. t ly cc: .c c-C'~k.:ne nr. i..l .i!' ·.c ... ·. · t:. t: c Jc\~ , t: c.. :;>ro-

p?.e t c:.; r~ct ... rif:tics ll/ H:liV· t l ~~ 11 T:.L. Lc::C L~tll four,detl Zion 
Sb 

· nd tl.c. ,oc..:r cf his ::eo~l c b::..11 : l;...ce t: . ...i:. tr...:~t i1 . it" . One 

rec:..ds 1Jcty,eer. Uc li :cea--·;.i t h Perti.ol et--3 reli c::.:.ce , r;:.tl-.cr , ui:--

o:-: t .. e ~cvereicnt/ of J .-.h;.et :Lr. Jcrusc.lc1 .• The Yi 1 . ._.cic.1 of GoC: 

olli c.ncc . 

~-... 'be.!:~{ ic a\":e- strnck at. tLc !'~:-ici t.y ;: ith ;.·: ich t:. c. con-

C:t:.o:.1·or , r:cvly !'rejected u . or. t.he ;-orlC: ' r Lorizor. , \'•ir.s h i ::; cc11-
86 

recutive victor:c:-- . Hi s dr ead i::: cor.cer.t.rc.te<! i i. t.hc ~crnori 

of Alcx".ndcr t h e Greo.t , i':ho cor.f" t.i tute~- - 1or t-:a'uua .uk- - tLc e1. -

:=er r.c tu; cf . r.c::t ~a.c.€; . 
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87 
bodimcnt of ca l amity, his ,;lan of cone uest an m.he:ard of , ~n-

8 8 
l)elicvable outrc:.ge , h i s dorninatir.c !>Ur:pose , only insat i al)le c r eed 

ior c oi,~ue~ t , nr.d the rapac i ous desire for persor.a l a[.£r :-1.di5e-
8S SO 

ment , "im:;:mti ne thus his par.e r unto 'his c od. " Th i s sudC.er. 

a~~earnnce of Alexu~der to d i s t urb tLe rer i od of cma, a r n tive ~ui et 

which had. 9 recedec1
, served to :::tir p ro9hecy fro1r. i t a :.~ t he.r e i c 

s l uub er , <4!.d to rrkir.c'le t Le ho!Je tLat tlic c.dver.t of ~ne t:ei::si c.dc 

c:-a i ~ c .. a in beir.£ for E.c ei:ted. Ea ba...lru. i ~ i r.s)ired b.1 the oi t -

t~n.ti or. to f i r:ci tr.er e i r. , God ' s pur _:- c:: e . Alex<r.d€. r ' s l..arcL of cor:-

c;ues t - - i f it be ::_-e.rt cf God ' :-- ::las:- - ha:: over re :....ched its boun~::: . 

God. , s o.ys t i_e prophet , -- ever. as had !:.i 6 ereu.ter :preo.ecev:rn r"'--

ic of too r ure eyes to condone ir:i c:uity . Ale;..c...nd e r ' s tyra r.dcal 

!"Oli cy ca.n r.ot lone: ei.d.l:!'E.. The: c;..o""le 3.r e exhorted ·.,c have f::i t h 
91 

ir J a }.\"eh ' :: 1.e1' C j" . 'i'he t:esei c-.r.ic ho!.e i::: r C;::i r.C:led . The as:-u r -

tlnce is g iven ... he.t the f~it}·.ful , ricl:teou 0 r>cople cf I srael ·dll 

live \.her_ t he :r,rcud O!>. reseor \-;ill c ci.,e to ruir . . ''Jahv:eh i s ir: 

Hi ~ 1-.oly 'i'ei .. 9lc . 11 J-:e.t1cl:uJ. derc_ i be~ th<: adver. t c; : J a: 'e·- i"or 
93 

the re e1 9tion o:' Pi ... :eo:.-l e , ~Le. tie dt::rt:·uctio. of t!1c.ir ~l:c?:ii es . 

83 . loc . ci t . p . 1~4 
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,., 
ccr.ditie;r. o~ ic .... r to jo:, et the con-

tei._-la ti on cf tre di vine dc.l i vero.r.cc . Ei ~ '!)ictn:re cf t ;.e judg
~~ 

, .''l~t Jt;!·C:r r " urcr.. t :-e Cf OC .., 1:,-y,tic . 

T .. e i r.te!:'.r i ty o'!' t:1c l=' l ck cf .Toe l ic ,..cr:cr~ll:. cor.tc~ter· . 

I tf-· cor.tcn tr- ind ica te t he r.e riod after the re1or:ias of Ezra and 

Nehemich. Ber thole-;. , c:uotir.e the cu thori ty of' Corni ll , l:art.i , 

Kuea er. , ::oi ack , DtD u11 , Sclli r., .s.1?d others , 

.:c J.'=i t:- c: c.c . ..,>o:oi ti or · l~u c:i;".,I or::: : ... . .:e ~ ~-e c , a_ .... ir. , fo!' ct-

.-~: oc: ct . 

--:: · e!.·i:: ie r.o r cferc .. cc , 2,. J c,1,l , to :. }:i..~• ., l the c.01. 1u .. i i.1 
r. • 
~ .) 

in s~ol:r:! of o.r. "p :-:e .. s · 1 <i cOJlc" . I .. i~ is ..... lied t!.at ur.d.c:::-

o_·di1.ar:· ci rcw.s t ar.c e t~.c Tc? ... plc ri tunl i i: c<..refu::.: ., l"i>fA?!'Yc , 

:'.'er a fer t t~·c cf the calru.i t.,- ;·: :.c· ir; ict re' 

t~.r t " . , . . i t. : (.' 1 c (' .. " 

··r or_ t:.e T..-..111:lE. . The 3t. ... t1::i.er,t tli \. J .. ; t ·""'.Y •. e._1. i::o lC. cu .• l~vc~ 
9 '1 

.... . . ' ... 
<l. C 0. I .J'! l.0, ul 0 • - l. C • 01 

· o"ld 1..e c· til u1.d r::tocd if the i'oc': r.e~·e vrit,Len · It c.· the 

tre t1 .e!. t o:' the J e\ c ·r.,.1 0?1e o~ th P<.olCJ .. i c::: . 

9 11. EaVoa.' u' I I I , ·J: f f 
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actc.. istice lly r l"'~cr'1.0d a:: ..,_ f' .11 .. bol au!. prelude uf tl:e "Da./ of 

J ah\ eh". The p<::o:,le ; re c;diorted to fa:::it and to hol d a soler:m 

c::..: s e1:ib l y at t:.e Tc11:;,:ile ; dcl iver ,,,cf s .) rm.iiscd · r ei 1.a1it of the 

J ez.::: ; pur.isJ 1f'T. t is to o7ert~e tL.{.ir Cl.el .. iu:: . 

ic er:tici ::c.tior,~ 0f earl ier pro ... ~he ts . The Da,,- of the Lord io ...., ic tur-

ed ac con:.~~:: i e·: - it'; porter. ts ir. t: .... heaver.:: , the dar.~c1:ir.t, of 

s:;.r: . 1~0CJ: r.d ::. :.~ r::i . All the u;t i or.:: o:'.:' t:.e ea rti. are to ' e ::.,.:. th-
99 

e reC: for destru.ctior. to t:. e "vc.lle· of J eLosj1., ::_Jhat ." Th e.:?:e is 

no 1 .• er:tior. of the Ds.vi d i c kin :.. . T::.'e atti t udc o: tLe r.ri ter tov,ardc 

the Ger.tiles i ::: one l f cor.de1.r,c;tion . J w.·. ei ... s L<.:1- be ~:ric7r. as 

C~Y.el:i..iq: i r. Zi c!! , rr.~: u .. e?i J erunal !~ E:i""ell l c !:ol:· . :·.a. r.o fore i;;r.1 
100 

ers el a ll be ~ dJ .. i t ted i i thir: its \'all s . 

of Joel' s pict ~re of the idea l ft.ture , io tLc 9_·oi .. ise tl.at t~1e 

.10 r : ·0~1:: ,_er. :::!:.<>11 see v i sion::; ; and aleo u:po1, the s l _ves and 
101 

s l o. i.re- _i r l !l ·. iL: I .: our ot.<t lu.Y a• iri t i n t2.o:;c ci.Uj ' C ... T:.e::e 
102 

verel?s reca ll J ~ re: .. ian ' c !lope tn£. t a l .: s:.<:.11 ·nc\ J W-.r eh, under 

God ' s ~er· cover:ar.t ·r it!. r.i s pee_ le--but nor· diffe1..·~r. t \. . • e cor.te;: t s ! 

T}"l e c;·,-::bol e \"J:'.ic !! are ; re::;cnteci iJJ· J oel ii. Li~ ~ortra:,·aJ. of tJ:e 

':'~ ( coi.t ' d) 11- 1 6 ; Amos IX, e - 1 5 ; Hos . II, 1- 3 ; 15b- 25 ; XI,. 10 ::'f ; 

: :ice.h II, 12 :r; IV, 6- 8 ; Zeph. III , l·!- 20 ; I sai ah XXX, 18 - 33 . 

99 . Joel I V, .., 

100 . It r r, 1 '7 

10 1 . " III , 1 , 2 

102 . J ere1.liah XXXI , 31 ff 
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J:eesi rc. ic advent , na:,.· l)e traced to tLe rr i tin._L of earlier pro-
103 

~~P ts . Berthol et take~ t!in fact c:.s ir.dic· ti.n:.., t h e inter.si ty 

r i t11 -. Lich the e~rli er Y-ri tin~:: ' ere studied, ir. the att.eJ·.::;t to 

:produce i nforu:. ti or~ there:r0ro , as t o v•liat the fllture y1i~ht h ol d 

for t he11. SucL older vier£ are f.:een , hc.v.evcr , ir: U.e li Lt of 

t:.e c or.te1 .. _ or<>ry , <ioJ.1at ic 1 outloo1-: of a 1..ore ur le r..s a~oce.l;;.1>-

ti..; no.ture . 

The c:uezticr: ha::: o rif::eL a:- t·{he ur.i t :; c: Cha!>t ers IX- XIV 
1.-f" i o: 

of the Book of Zeci:ariah. !3e r tho ! et l.old~; t!1&t ,, i th sor.e nee-

l i g i b l e cxce_ tiont , they a r c the vork of E Ein~l c author . ~le 

evi dence is not cor:c l u·ive e.r.c: the i:ue:Jt. i or. i s no t 1 • .at er i o.l to 

our ~- re sent :rmr f)cr e . Vle s!!a l l treat t:ie c 1...r. t C; .. t as ".:.ile r ri tir:.G 

of ; Det.-.t ero-Zechar i ah . The follov.i r._ fee. tures , a. .• or:g3t o t hers , 
105 

i ndicate th~ Greek period a.o t he tii.e of c ri g i n of the:::e chapters . 
l OC 

Tl':.e Greeks a r c spoken of as t i.e c .. i tf cne1 .. i es of' I srael. Ex-

i~es arc to be br cuctt 'bac1': fro1u Ec.;p t and Assyri a , ar.d !Settl eC. 

i i, Gilead ar.c Leu::.non ; t he iJricit of Ac::::;r i a i::!1e ll be hw .• bled, 

aui tic s c e::: t re iJhal l dc:r;:.rt :'rcu E ....... /...-t . I r: 8. clocw .. t..r.t \·Lich 

do1 .c cf '?J:(JJ,Jt a nd AP~:;ria . I r; XI I, r.e h::v t. a "burden of J~J .. reh 

cor.cerr.inc I srael", Y.Lich j s v.hclly conc 1.-r11ed ·, i ti . J u dalJ ar.d J cr -

us~len , c iviLt ... ui:; the :fO?t- E:dlic i dci.tifi caticr. of J uda.: v:i th 

I ~rtcl. TJ e c or.Lcin: tuous u:.titllde of XI I I, 1- 6 tor:~rde pro~hets 

103 . p . 141 loc . cit . 

104 . p . 229 

105 . ?ertholct dates t he v erk at a9.:,. r oxi1'1ate l y 164 E. C. E. (p .. 229 ) . 

i r6 . Zecfi.ario.h IX, 13 
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sugae~ts a very l ate period r.!.en it wa.s recoc;r: i zed that p ro!)hecy 

•• ·a!'Z dead or ciJ·i1:c. I L XIV t he n..::;ocalJ:r:tic eleJ.e1: t , t:r e interest 

i n ri t ue.l r.oli i .. esf , and t!:1c a ... ti tude tov;c;..rd::: t he Ger. tiles/ a.11 

rci r. t to the sar..e conclusion . 
107 

'l'l~ e r or2: begin:: v;i th ~ deccri_ Lior: of ar. ir:vG.s i or: . i n ·:.:;.ich 
dJ . -

t!1e i.ttg:t.bors of the Jev;s- - F~c.c :h, Dru .. c.:: cus , ::.n .. i..e.th , tLe Pi:cer.ic-

i o.r: s , ar:d P!!.il i.:;t i r:es ~-- :::u.ffc.r s .. verel •, \'.hile U.c Tc;r __ lc i s :pro-

tee t€d f roru !:..:r m. T!1cr: \ i; :::·e.:ic cf t:_f. CL·L.ir.[. uf a victo1·i cua :~ir.s 

to Zi on , \',ho eha.11 t i v c re ce to Jerus~ lcra c.Ld to tLc v :.al e eo.rth, 
108 

and exercise a \'.or JA. wide domini on . Th ere fo l l orc ~- desc r i pti on 

of t he Yic tc. r:l of J ud.ah and Ephraiin over t)·.e Gr eeks thro1.4c;.ll the 

aid cf t r.e Lord of Jios t s . - ,, .1' u.~$ ;. : a.r:d. tiic reti.:rr. of c:.iles , 
109 

c:.r:d ~:.he htU.ibl i r.c of Ew..Jt ~r:C. A!'"~::ria . Cl!.e.:pter XI ;resents 

&.11 obscure a lleeor y concerr:ii.e the r.:l4if ... rir._s of t:,c J e\':.. , doub t -

l ers ~ r efl ecti or: of the circtu.11.::tc.1.c•.~ c.i t:.e ·;riter ' c ti: .. e . 

Chapter::; XII 2.ncl XIII dcr,cribe a a i ec.e c,:'. J erusaleli1. '?he.re is 

t he :;:·runiliar <l:pocu.lyptic idea thr t t;.e Ger: dle:s ' ·ill be ~a t here .. 

to::.,e t her c:.cr.i!'.et. .T ... rn;ule11 Lo tJ.eir ovr. destructior. . J ed.a:. it a t 

fir~t the all:;; of tl:e ene1:ly-- etrr~ncelJ ei.0t... .... h--but afterr,ard.s be-

co1.es r e c or.c iled t o J er u::e l e1:-: m:d share it::; deli V€cranc e . After 

the d~ li vcrar.c e
1 

J udah a nd ,Te r usal eiu shall be :purifi e c: and £;lorif

i. ... d ; the ::;>eo::;>le shall m e.urn "h il'l v.ho!'l they have p ierced" (:por..si bly 

tLe " f :;..i tl"ful she:;:j11~rd." of XIII , 7 ); the l and shall ce cle r:sed from 

r::in and unclee.nness , f r om i dol ~ a nd :pro~he7.s anci unclea1. spirits . 

107 . Ze cilariar IX, 1 - 8 

102 . " IX, 9 , 10 

10 . . I I IX, 11-X, i ncl . 
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I r. the lar t cha::_:iter--XIV--v.e have j ·e t another siece of Jerusal em 

by t he Gentil s . Th is time t hey actually t:..k e t h e city and s a ck 

it . Then J a.h \;eh ap!Jears , destro~·s t h e Gentiles , deliveri; ·the 

J ews . a nd est ablish es h is e ternal .kingd.om in Jerus a l e1:1 . The rem-

ne.nt of t he Gentiles shal 1 regularlJ· c olne up t o Jerusalem to keep 

the Fee.e t of Tab e rr.acle s , any r:ho f:::. i l i n this obse:-var.c c !)hal~e 

:pwished by l a ck of r ain . Ae EG.'Pt is i ~de~er.der:t of rai n , t h e 

Em·"'"!?tia ns sha ll be :pL'.ni she ci b y a p l ague if 7.he j • do nc, t L.al(e thi s 

annual !Jilgri1caee . Fi?".e..l :y , evt:o rythi r.~ i n Jerus~lem sf,.al l b e 

"holy", i . e . , c erei .. oni ally clea n ai:ci fit fo r use in t h e i-;ore .i: f f 

Jahn~l1 1 c ov.n to the b e l ls or. t h e hcrses , nd the ordir::;:rJ coo}~ ir:g 

utensils . . 

These cha!Jters pres ent many of the ordi na r y features of DOs t -

:Exi lic teach in~. apocalypse , QOOl. of t he Gentiles , ritual sanctity, 

etc . The P.ous e of David a~e.ir.. appea rs her e , and i r. ~0>1e :passaees 
110 

occu,ie s a u nique !.~essianic eminence . As ker:tione~ above in 

conr.ection v ith Joel , s o h t.. c t oo there i s uuch t. !ar cr.t depend-

ence upon t he c rea t ear l i er nro~he ts . Eerthol e t as s oc i ates I sai ah 
- - 1 1 1 

XXXIII Y.i t h this peri od , a::.>out 163 , a l s o l sc..i a.h XXIX, l G- 2{ ; XXX, 

1 2- 2 6 ; a ll of vhich dea l v.i th the i C.:e~ -:.Lat dc.. liv€r ar.ce i ~ i 1 . .i .• i n-

en t , t hll t God v;ill r e:;: tore I sra e l to i t s ri ~~.tful 9ortion in J E.r

uco lem, e tc . There ie a l s o the rea;~ear · nee of t he ~ea s iar:i c "kingH 
112 

i r, Deu t ero-Zec:r.ari ah , but J n.r:;.eI'. Eh.sel f di rectl:;· e11ects the O:e
.13 

l i ver ar.ce of Ri s !'e opl e . I.:.any a.pocal:,~tic · f ec.tures in terJJS of 

110 . e . g., Zech . XII , 8 

111. So a l ::::o Duf'.J:l onci J:arti . 

112 . Ze ch . I X, 9 , 10 

11:3 . " 
" 

IX, 13- 15 ; X, 5- 7 

XII, 2 ff 
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the characteristics of t he 11 er.emy", the as:3eJ. blaee of all r.c.tions 
114. 

in a final s i eee of J e r u::c.lem find t heir ::iarr..l~els in ir.ter9ol-, 
a tior:s ir. t he earlier liter~ ture , c;. . g ., I:.icah IV, llf; Zeph III , 8 

Tl1e sudden dectruc tion of their ei:e •.. :,· nati or.s in Zech XII, L.. ; XIV, 

1 2 ff , :ind their par a llels i n I saic:.h XXXI II , 10- 1 3 , 22 ; t:i cah 

1!II,-1 G ff .--.Zechariah XI I , 6 , 8 find.a its par al l els i n I sai ah XI, 

l ( ; XXVIII , ff . ;.:i cr-h IV, 1 3 and. P s<:ll1 149 . Zechariah XII, 4 , 9 , 

XIV, 3 f f i s to be com:'..)areC: v;i t i: I oci ah XXXIII, 10- 1 3 , 22 ; !.:icah 

VII , 14 ff , Ze:e>f:. III , 8 . J.:o tyrc:nt \".'ill ae&i i. coi..e to op_ res~ 

t11e future countr::,· of I s r acl :-Zech IX, 8 ; X, 4 I s aicll XXIX, 20 f f ; 

XXXIII, 18 . The exiles sh• 11 returr. e scor t e by the Ger.tile~ : -

Zech . IX, 11 ff; X, 6 , 8~ 11 ,- cf . I:.icah II , 12 (9re- Exili c ~ccording ,... 
to ~Buttenv:i eser ); I V, 6 ff ; 'TII, 1 2 ; ~os IX, 9 ; I s<..iah XI, llff, 

1 5 ff ; XIV, 2 ; XXVI I, 1 2 -- : XXX'T; J ere1 .. i ah XXXII I , ?; L. 4 ff , 1 9 ; 

Zer,h. II I, 18- 20 ; the soi l stall becm •. e as frL<i tful s.s the !...ard .... n 

of Eder: , or Paradise : ZecL . IX, 17 ; ! f;ai<;.il. IV, 2 ; XXIX, 17 ; XXX, 23-
113 

2 5 ; X:XXI I I, 1 6 . 

Pro9h.ec:,· Las rere faller: e.l tccet1:er fror1 ts Li cl: cst[..tc , or.d 

he.:: become n. ""'rofes r i or. for ci1::irla t· r. s v:!;].o or.ly ve1 ture to ,9r act.i ce 
- 116 

t:.eir i lo:f:OS t.ur e i:. cecrc t . 

I n this Gr ee1: :-eri od , too , are lJlaced ::. r.w .. oer c: Fs.::.L..s ·:.:.i cl: 
11'7 

reflect the .J e'.~i::;}~ outl oc.:'< of the tii .. e e . St· de crc~1n: a i:v.1.,bcr 

115 . Eert: o l e t loc . cit . pp . 229- ~~ co~3i ~ero ~~e~e )~rL.1-cl p~oc-

ac;e:: a!:: ir; t er . o:.r- te ' ir:. tl:c ... re-E:~ili c ;ro~r ... etic Y or~s b:;,· .::>o:::t-

Sx.ilic -. ri ..,1;:r::; \ ... tir.c :.rcr. ::.~rro: ::.n.tel.· this Gree:: J?E!' iod . 

llC . Zec:ariah XI I I , 2- C 

:'ur Tr eologie; und Kirc:_e " ;_ . 3C.S- 113. 



o:' Psal1.s as 111,1essif:r.ic " , $(ekir.e to Ehov. that the J:esriar.ic hope 

fon~ed the centr a l ;oint of t:i_c relici cus interest of t he c omiGun

i ty. Th e9'ipsalms , v:hich a re in the fo r n of entrea ty t o Go d , or ex

i-;res s t he wish t ha t .T:?hweh ::hal l a:ppc~r in juuJ!ler. t to brine D.n 

er.d to the ::uff P.rine 01- :·1· J..,..~ 1· tl.. ..... ul or.er· a···c · "1 17- 2~ ~,r 57 
- c. r; _ . . - • - • • '"' • r.; , ""'"' • • 

59, 66, 74 , 33 , 05 , 90 , 94 , lOC- 10~ , 115, 1G3 , 126 , 130 , ar.d l~~ . 

Tht::r. there i s a. L,rou_ •:. P sn.l1uR ·d.ic:1 c;.r_:.:!:esE the ~;>eci ... ic entrc::tj· 

o:' tl:e i':e~3:::-. i c Ki r.c : le , ? '::. , c~ . 132. 7ne "b1..lie:i.~ <:.r.d t::ust ir. ~ 

1.:esr.;ianic :'utl·re 1.ay be c::~1·es::f..d , aleo , · ithcut tl..c di rl..ct c._:pcc.1 

tc Go~ . or dcliver ... nce ; ii, :J~Cl! c c c.te0 orJ , St:....<le ir,cludt.:s PsalJ..:J : 

CO , 6S , ?5 , 77 , 96 , 102, 113 , 135 , 13f , 1-t' , l"T ~ . Al one. ;-.itil t!"l<:; 

fift:, - t·•.o ot).e:rz -. l1ic! ccr.~ .. .,.in a !_Ct. ... ra.!. u~ tcrcu:e or: tLe "Ubjec t . 

ic icec. , n~ t re !'eli:,ious tl: .... ·1 j.t c: ~~ L :.Le cf tL1:. ·:.riti !".£: cf 

'l'L i.; i s & collrctim. 1.;! r :"C..ll . f i n · ... i ch \ ,ri t ero 

t: c .. c.r.y- oa re<i e a lley cf t:r e i r f;;. .. c:; . I r,deec it i c a va1· i -. t j · o: 

Psnlli3 :r:ortray . Sorne desc:ii.>e t: .e C.:P;.-ecr:..i.c e c.f t!,e ur.iversal 

triw._·J:.rr. t er.tr,:;· cf J :-h·:eh i r.to t~E TCJ.1f:l , after cxccu.ticn of' 

t:.e J ud . .)::c1.t , er the r:cy; cc .:c.i '.:i or:a , Y ... licl. a.r e 1..ffcc ted \.he:::-eL:.: . 
,..,. 

I n t~i s croup , Stade includcG 2 , 9 ~f , 18 , 2~ ,. ~6- 46 , 58 , ?6, 82, 

93 , 9?-9'. , 110 , a~d Ch.~tcr III of Ha~ba.~t4k . 
I. 

Stade ir.ter!"rets aE eo~toloLi cal a ll t.hc.t is ecr.ero.llJ cap-

able of bc~rinc. :;:i1ch. <:>. cc1:t"truct i o 1 . i'/l:(rc J .:;.l.\.eh ie ay._.cc.l eci to 
l 

:or c.i d , Le conGidtrs suer. J e l _:- i r. or. esc"a tolo...,ico.l li .) t . 1-:ov.-
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ever , one mu:J t t ake int o accoui.t i he fe.c t t:tat the i ndividue.1 

· Psalms arose out of various situati cns and v.ere often v,ritten 

for dcf i ni te purposes v :-.i ch i.i t..}.t var J for uiffcrer:t &u t h.ors . 

!~er:ce it i s r~ ther c..rbi tr~ry to croup their t er 1.,i nolce;y unde r 
118 

~ ei n~le pr i n t or vie~ . One r.1ust cor:nide r t te di sti r:ct ivc s it-. 
rc tion3 under "-hici .. the ind ividual Psalr1s Y.ere v.ri t tcr: . I t is 

tr-o~llle 
a li:. o quite ~eooibl& - a:J Berti.~olet pair.ts c..ut-- that 1.~esr.:ianic in, 
terpola t i ons-- esc~tolcci ca, i n r:.::i.tu.::-e-- b:..ve c re!) t ir. to J.,any of the 

Psall:i? i1·. Sta de ' s list . '1.'he quee t ior. is r.oi :';trictl.1 s:;;ea: ir.a, 

germane to our subject . We conclude that ma11y of t 1.e oo- c . l led 
I 

esc<.t olq:ica l expre~:: ions ~re rea l ly not ou ch . The f a ct of their 

l~es::: i c i. i c na t u:-e remains , ho\•1evLr , ar.c does U-.rov: l iLht on t he in-

tensi tJ· of the hope i n the a.dver. t of better days-- t h c inculc a t i on 

of a I.!ef::Eiani c er a , which v.es extent i n t h i s :p0ricd, i r. the u i:.de 

ar:d hear t s of le&ders ar:d peop le . 

There re1r.ains for con:;.· idcr =.t ior. ~he sua.11 "boo:.{" of Obadiah--

corni::ri i: i nt:: tv enty- one ver3ct:?--and Chapters XXIV--XXVI I of tl.e 

:Dock of Isaiah . Both the ::- e v.ri tines 1 .a y be pla ced in the sai.ie 

ce.tegory of doub t as to t~.c :.. r date. ;...nd hol.loger.€.i ty of cc..1.te1.t , s o 

ti:·-t they r.iake li ttl€ c cntri bu ti or. to t};c ur.i ty of our eubj ect 

and it e t besi s . 

The Book of Oba0iah i s very si11ilar to Cha:;?ter XXXIV cf 
llS 

I saiah havi nL fo r its nubject tr.c ru i n -. f Edem, a nd a den .. nc i -

ati on of that people for their exulta tion over the distress of 

Jerusal e1:: . B:; rej oic i n ... over J t:dah ' s t1i s ery they 1mve beccl.ie as 

o:r.e of its op_reosors , ther efor~ it shall oe dcne unto theTJ (Edc,m ) 

118 . Bcrt hol et . l oc . cit . p . 256 ff 
'JC· 

119 . ut t enwi eser 
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even as they have done . for J ahv:eh i s about to execu.te judemen t 

U!"on a ll heat:rens . Ar.d t:!e F.ouse cf Jacob is to be r estored_ to 

its possessicr:s . The climr..x cf i:niversal ·' 001.1 is that " 2avi ours 

shall c ome up on l:t . Zion to judge the :t!t . of Esau" and ther " the 

Cha.:p t e rs XXIY- XXVII of ! s<.dci.h :preser;t an er,tirely i er· feature-

t:re first apoca.l:r:)t.ic product i -. the old Testruaent. dt.alirie v.i th 

esc/~to -c,sic& l r.otion8 , ressurect.ior, , ai.r.ihilaticr:. of "Leviathc.n•, 
I 1 20 1 21 

etc . Th e nain the1 1e i ::- the doo1 .. of a c ertair. City of Confusion 

i1 ntifier l)y sor:'!e critic::: with J eru::alei .. i tse lf- - but roorc likel:r 

r i t h the post - Exilic Samari a v.hich waR destroyed by J ohn Hyr ca.nus 

B. C. E. 129--at v1hic!: ap_ roxi!.1a te du. te Bert} olet places ti1c ·; ri tine 

of thece cha!;)ten; . The rri tcr r ef ere frer_uer.tly to t h e v idespread 

ruin \"hi ch i f,o attend the overthrov; cf t he City of Cor:fu£ior: , 

and the dcs tructi or. cf tl.e er:er.iEs o: the true I erael. Fe r thcee 

catastrcphe'"' issue ir. the dcliverar.ce cf the f d thful i:eople of 
122 

Go el . The exiles ~hall all te ca.ti.erec: i101ne . They shall re-
123 

turr, to ·::or shi p J <:.ll-. e:r~ i r:. Bis !:olj' i.c:ur.t~ i r. et , erusaleJ,1. T!ie 

f::ufferi11..:s o: I f.: r G.el 1·.ave ueen o f::. ... Ler l y chastiser.:ent cf sir,s , 
1 2·--rU ch are now for c i ven . - The fe~turer o:f t.l.e Day of J udemen t 

€xtend beycnd t~1e nati.:.ral -... orld. ; J ahv eh rill ;_)Ur-ish i.ot onl:,• 

" the kir.es of u_e eerth upo1jth:fa rth " but also " the hcst of t he 

Li t;h one s on h i eh''--perha:ps a reference .. othe tads o: t he nativnl5 , 

~· 
120 . Buttenvieser 

l?,1. I saiah XXIV, 10 

1 .,,, II XX'TIJ , l ?. .- .. .1 • .., . 

1 Z3 . II XXVII , 13 

1 ~ 4 . II XX.VII , ?- 9 



or to ancels -- " tJ,ey shc.11 be ~hut u:r i n prison~ ar.d after i.any 
125 

day:: t he:; shall be : ur.ishec" . Ar;_ o.rer t'.ly the deed cf past 

47 

::_eoe::ations s::all be re:-torec tc life to ~:.c. :.·Pkte d(;liYE>r.::.nc e of 
I 1 2C 7-

I nrael. I r. the n ev. ace i.,en sl_al l 1.0 lcr~cer C.:.ie : "Pc ::a.th 
127 

sv;allor ed lA) dee. "vL fort• r ." Thc::.c cer.ercus antici)' ti ons , 

'· i t:;1 their ho_ e t f the l"Cl .ov:: l of :p:1:t'::ic'"' 1 illr: ~ re t:;-pica l l y a
' 

1 !':!: . I s\lir!_ XX!.,, ::1, 22 

1:x . II XX"'!!, l~a 

1':'7 . • XXY, 8 
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CP..AP'i'E'=: I II-- Sw:J .. a r y 

The u s e of the \".crd '' J~er.siuh ~ ~z r:e r.ave s!:ov.-n , inC.icater 

t::<...t t he idea cf thi3 ~cr!"cr. started froL t:-.€; !".i storicc..l !<:ir:echi i:; 

ir: I ~ro.e l. The Kir.c v.as t h e mos t i q:ortant pe1·son i r. t l:e col!'J 1un-

relf a re, 2t t!:.e ti1ue , l ::.r : elJ d~p<:r.ded or: tbe char -

a cte r or.a ccr:C:1.1ct cf t J:e ;:: ctuc:l :~lr.c , r..o a r. i deal n<.ler .c.t -

u r ally a feo. ture cf the idenl fu t i e , for tl":e Ex ilic .:r.d :;o:--t- ex-

r.\.:. l er . T;-;u~ i r: Zechariah I X, S , he is sil..ply " Thy k i ne;", &rid in 

Ezek i e l , it•w.J , the ":pr i r:ce ". Tut t:.e <. ll1t03 t ur.tro!fen sv:ay of 

the DaviC:i c dyr.a~ ty in J uda.i. :..e t t he r.ro:r.ett t o dc-ri ve t !.e idea l 

ruler fr or. the ar:c i cnt ro~·a.l f~J ii lj· , c....r.c:. r.e i ::i a lr:icc t ~1 v. ay~ cor.n-

ccted ·: i th the Eoui::e of IX \"" i c . As t:.t: e,,~ t- E.~ilic ro_'"r.e ts l cok-

ed. !'or·, a rci ~c tLc rc::;t ic.tior. o_ I cr::.el a s n.r: actt:.a.l hi r.: t0ric~ l 

~r.c iC: c. nt i r, ,he r:eer fut~ · e , t!-.ey a rc c h i cfl .. ccr:c<J:r.ea ..-it'. the 

D:- vi dic I- r i nce ; i:.o is to be p l <.:.cc<! r.t t:.e te<::.cl ci Ir ::.-z.el at its 

restoration . T.r.erc ~re , hr>Y ... ve r , cs },as bE:CL :.otcd , 3.1<::.r.:; :J iCtt.i.ree 

of tL.e f u t J.rc of I !" r ae l ir, · ... icL tI'.i::: Dc:.vic..ic kii. ~ C.oE;:::: r. c t a.:'_ ear . 

soic c,.::>c::- , the !)l·cc fcer.i:: to IJ( t aken : y the r.c.tior; itself , or 

<:i:: Sl.iea d ;.:ut~ i t : "?.!e :-- i ['i. bec CJ.(;:"' a titl e c..f I. ra~l ". TLe Ki r:.::; 

i tLc ruler c~ t he re~toreL I srwcl , ~ fe · t~1e , but no t ~r ir:-

Y::: ri:.tlc. er r.e cc:-:s ~ r-il:,· cor:G!Jicv.o' c fe:...t:irc , i r. the pre;_?} c t ic 

e:: ti ci ~t i er.~· . V. er: ! Jracl er.tirc.1:,· re._, i r.3 tl:c f.<.7• r c :!' J~_-;-e!: , 

. :e ·:ill :prc vice !:sr ~.on~:--t ot~'-' r 1: l c:--:::: ir., :::: , •it:. a ·:,i::::e , ri,:.t -

eon~ , co: ::-Fter.t , rul":' , or e'•ccc:::- i ci. of ruL. r s . It i::- r: ot the 

· vi d i c ~' ir:c ·.-:~c C.cli ·1er::: t:.c Ci.c::.c:. Pco_le , t!.~t i::: t:e ·. c1·T. c f 

,fr}1· e'1 Ei1.~cl ;:' . 1'! e Ki:. i~ r.ot even t h 6. c r.t e r ir .. tr~.c . . t c: 

t :.i:-- clE.:.iYerrr:ce ; he i ~.: a result , r.o t ::. c ·u:;c c :' t1:. ~:c :-:t or~.ticr: . 

. -
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ir- the r.ev I s r cel . I n J oel a~d J~ lbchi , t lc ~rieets mrrear a l one . 

Tr.ic ter:dLr. c ~ t o exl lt t:.e rr i e::.: t i r. the pictures of the idee l fu-

ture i ::: a r-a tura l r eflec7.ior. of the supremacy of the priesthood , 

and of the import~nc e of the Templ e and i t s ritual , i n post-Exili c 

lit.era ture . 

To each of t he prophete--accordi nL to t he conditions of h i s 

ti1ne--certain featur eo c:f tl:e fi..;,ture s t ood out . Vlhn.t t he pre::ient 

pr.:r ticularl y l acked, t he fut ure v.ould p rovide . The. s c:J .. e :princ i p le 

t~c! uct ivrtcd t:1e f a :c lof~ .. i c:r '..lt t cr·· . . ce~ 0~ t: e: Lajor ... , r o .. J." .. cts o-: 
a 

.._., !"t:- 1'.:" 'ilic times . To I ::: ~ i::-.L , t: e fv.ture ;ro1 .. ie c. r~ ~ ... e1·:r.ct- - t€lr:.-

vaci l latir. .. , i.;.. rcli· ' le kin._ · it.h ~-· .oh. he !.<d te: de".l ..... 
" " .... . e c c,ur-t 

io1. o:- !' rsc1.o. l :·Eli ,_)o .-- .!.·elisi on ac · i. i 1. ·:~ )'ri : ·iwe l· tier. ·:ri t t er. 

C.c.e .... i.. (;vur;, 1.r.r: ' s :1ca:·t . To c.11 c.i t.: c . , t: .. c ~~es~i~Li c J:o ..... c 

c .c.:. . .._:J c; . .._:!"cn:: c:J t:.e di :':lE:; rcr.ce i; c !,·•.e1_r. "" re- c:-. .L: .i.:- t t.- E:.i lie 
128 

·::-:.tn tl~e t,re "' t J.['jo:i:- (,t- .i:e- E::ilic L_ .rcph ... ts it v.at ~ 

• - ' .. C" ... <.: ...... .., i u .i c Ht... ...- e 

u t.-~~i li c ti. .e ;; · O.f.; ::r. " L. ::-i:?.lirt i c dre~.: ". - . 
ii....- ort<..n t for 

2·cve< l e'7 r eli ._ ic-ri . 'i'!:c. c v .. ·its 0 ..1. t: ... -.·o~:lci r e1c fo llo•·ed. ·. :.t:. 

l J'~ . ' Pre;:. '"' ts c.:: I ::ro.cl.• p . 271 
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hope fo:r the future . Ezekiel <i>d Deutero-Isa i ah had mai r.k .. ined 

the f2.i ti: <H~d ho:--e o:' I srael throt:.!)l t he ...,lool'l of the exil e , a nd 

it \·,an due t o thei:r euc cessorE t:.:;'.!t it v,a.s r.o t exti r.c.u iohefoy 
. 

the di etre:::s :!nd di s~:1:-c intiuent of tile years foll cY;int.. tLe return. 

168478 
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