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It became app very early in the approach to this work,

i

that some definite standard must bLe feliowed for the secquence us-

ed. A wide disapgrecnent among scholars as to tihe dete of various

writings, naturally afiects the iwent of present-
ation., To ciie ar exanmple: It is now generally agreed theat the
later chanters of Zecharish were not written by the auther of, and

do not belong to the peried cif,the ezilier portion of the book,
The form of the tvio gections ie diffcrent; in I-VIII, there are
notee of dale and authorship--on a certain Qg; of a certain nonth
of a certain year c¢f Darius, the word of Janweh came to Zechariah;
there is an elaborate use of angels and visions; tane prophet sceaks
hese characteristics are entire-

throughout in the irst person.

1y absent from IX-XIV.(The first person is sometimes used in these

lzter chapters, but in symbolic farhion.) Moreover, the two gect-

ions imply historical standpoints. The earlier chapters
I-VIIXI, clearly belong to the period immeciately succeeding the
Reiurn, the rest of ihe book, mick later, -Again, ihere is great

difference of opinion auong exegetes ag to the pre-Exilic or post-

Exilic dating cf wany of the writings. Consecuently, the writer
has strictly followed the order suggested by Dr. Buttenwieser. The

cuestion of criticel exegesis has, oi course, been advisedly avoid-

d, excepti vhere it vwae deened essential to the presentation.
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THE MESSIANIC HOPE I BIFLICAL POST-EXILIC LITERATURE, EXCLUS-

y
2
1

VE OF THE BOOE ©OF DAXIEL.

Optinzism, the avilit; to hope, may vwell be termed zn out-
gtanding treit of the Jevish gecple. That trutn finde ite pro-
foundest expresnicns in paradox is illustrated bty this faith
which 8 from the secil of diseppointment and gathered nourish-

e roots of sufiering. The history o the Jewich people

s 4
P

1 the zesurance of z better day to come as it is

scarred with periods of persecution. In each ard through both, the

Jev has been able to see the iinger c¢f God directing, controllin
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guiding its destiny. To the student ol loe Ziblical YeciLrag=~he
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rizrche furnish & =ilory of conctant hierdship. Its cnapters are

loes of netive land: sojourns in doreign countries; suilering ab
the hands of FTharsohwe, the Philistines, sid cthers; then Coulies

Eeyntian slavey; ith it nEpe the Epirit of
the peonle is crushed and thej caue up unto
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- to the old tl‘:‘-ﬁfti::f_‘, ves & Tuture in vwhiekh a united Isrsel weuld

be pupreme in & vorld estzblishec on rightecusness, recognizing

the glory ci the Cod of Israel,; and the beauty of Eis law. The

ope 1oy reunicn ol Israel under cone kKing nmust neve been very 2
xeen after the division of ithe kingdcm, wher thie neery of the |

- - » - - - was .
havny reipns of Devid and Sclucon ere still fresh in the minds

ol the people. It was during this pericd that the llegssish idea
3
muet have develcoped, and have become a comporent part oi the

Jewish cconcciousness, Unfortunately, we have no prophecies

=
vritten at that period. It wes not until about 2 century and a
helf zfter the céivigion that ihe literary prrophets began tc make
their appearance. The Megsianic conceptions ¢l the early pros

hits were local .;.X;ﬂtcrial in their nature; referrring
hysical blegeings of which Israel stood in need. Awmoe and ais
Eoges draw derk end threstering piclures of

CUILEET CONlenporary

= =

" ] R X e e —n )
M DI 3 "dey of darknese and notl of light", & day of ven-

ct

geance againset Samaria znd ageinet the kingdom oi Jersel for all
its inicuities. They look forward, however, to a reunited xing-

"

dom vwker thie children of Juceli and the chiléren ol Is

be sathered together, and appoint themselves one head" --a head
l}l

epecified by Fesea ag "David their king".
3, Fikn, Die Messianische Weissagungen. Vol., 1, paragr. 3

4, Severzl schelarse, among thew Franz 3L1itz:ch,61cssitLic Pro-

rece the origin of the Mess-

[
T
¢
=~
=
o
-
{0
|
o
o]
4]
=
iy
s
\-—}
o
¥

isnic Ecpe to the ezrlier "prouises" and covenants, in the

5. Delitzech(p.108): "It would be & wrong conclusion from silence
if we chould dery the Yessianic Hope" to the %prophets® of these
times .Mrue religiousnes: vwould net be possgible..unless there

vere concectec with it the lunging for the removel of the divine
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The prophet Iszizsh with his statesman's insight irto thgéventa

of hietory gave to the latent leswienic ideal of the Jewish people
its highest and broadest tendency. Isaiah's winistratione ex-
tende¢ over z protractec and troublous periocd, the lost critical

of the whole nistory oi Judah.8 During the long reign of Ahaz, god-

lessness and corrupticn swayec the court and the robles, while,
b

-~

without, & forumidable enemy was waiting Ior a fzvorzble opportunity
to destmy the kingdom of Judeh, and to rui & Ioreign ruler on its
throne, The great Ascyrian concueroer, Titlath-Péiezer, hioverec
over their heads and the suell neipghboring zingdows vere &t blows
vith one another. Rezin, of Damzscus, and Pekah, of Israel, tcok
advantage of Ahaz's weck and unporuler government, and allied thenm-
gselves in an attack upon Jq%h; the siege of Jeruszlem seenes ime
uinent, Ahez saved himeelf by voluntary subniesion, ag the price
of protection, to Tiglath-Pélezer, the Assyrian king. In the
succeecing reign of Fezekiah--with Sergon snd Sennaclieril succes-
ively ruling cver Assyria--the Kingdom of Judeh vae rife with in-
ternal disseneion, and revolutions wvhick agairn threcztered the ruin
of Judah. The lives of the Judaean ncbles, and ihe wealthy clacc-
es, were sleeped in immorality and vice; excessive luxury under-
sirned the strength of the people; the worship of the God of Israel

vas forscken, Issish evidently knew of these machinations. Out

5.(cont'd)decree, end thereiore for a king over the reunited king-
dom, fer snother David, for the Messiah.®

6. Hoses II,Z2

7. ¥Yoees I1II1,5 A

g. Cornill

9. Isziah VII,6




of his feeling that the present was irredeemzble, since the upper
classes o society were deai to his rebukes, he develiped the
lofty theory of the “rqmnant“. Exile, he pointed cut, was inev-
iteble; God's punishment musl be pourec out upon the sinful nation,
but a remnant will return to Zion to establish & Xingdom of just-
ice and righteousnese,

In the light-of this socizl and political background to the
neriod of Isaiah's activity can best be understcod the import of
his hope in a Messianic future, anc its king. Ahaz was & perfect

type of the Oriental denpot, capricioug, extravagant, profligate,

o+

cruel, acknovlecging enly his cwn will as the highest law., Hezekiah
less unjust, was weak and wavering, IHence in the Messianic era
pictured by Isaiah a2 new king would srise, who,endowed with the
divine spirit, would esteblish peace and justice in the land. Or
es Driver succinctly expresses it.lo: ®"For centuries, the nonarchy
hed been the centre and the pivot of the Jewish sonstitution and
eccordingly one prominent Ieature in the delineation of the future
sketched by the pruphets is the figure of the ideal king, who will
realize the highest poscibilities of earthly mongrchy, governing

Jerael with perfect justice snd perfect wisdom, and securing for

3

ct

ects periect peace.”

e

It is importzant at this peint, teo stress the Teet that the

H

major prophets of e-Exilic times thought of the Meseianic era

in strictly nundane terms. The "kingdom® was to be here on earth,
the ruler = divinely inspired mortal, “son of man"; and the per-
iod ushered in corncomitantly with the eradication of injustice,

unrighteousnese, and godlessness. There was nothing supernatural

10, "Isaiah, His Life and Times. p. 112
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attending any of these hopeful expectations nor in the manner of
their inculcation. Nature was tc continue as before, naturel lew
proceeding uninterrupted, physical ills end deszth subject to no
metaphyniqgl changes, Social ills, nowever, &re to be no nore,
and the moral law is to undergo the uarked chance of attaining sup-
remacy in the hearts and lives of men., Unly the very highest
ideals are to motivate thoughts and decds., The crovning glory of
that age shall be that "the land shall be full of the knowledge of
God as the waters cover the sea,™ The clecrest description of -
the political hezd of the people living in such en e*ra is afford-
ed in Chapter XI of Isziah: "...and the gpirit of the Loxrd shall

<

N

rest upon him, the spirit of wisdom &nd understanding, the spir
of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and of the fear of
the Icrd, ...with righteousrness shall he judge the poor, and re-
prove with eguity the meek oi the earth......"

The developmeng thus far is well swuned ﬁp in the worde of
%. Rcbertson Smithld: % ...the usual way in which the time of Is-
rael's redenntion is called the Messianic tiwe is incorrect and mis-
lezding. So long as the Eebrew kingdom lacted, every king ves
YJehovah's ancinted?, and it wae only aftexr the Jews lost their
independence that the future restoration could be epoken of in con-
trast to the present as the days of the Messiah, To Isaizh the
restoretion of Ycrael is not the cormencenent but the cgntinuation
of that personal sovereignty of Jehcvah over His people_nf which
the Davidic king -was the representative.... We are apt to think

of the duye of the Kescish as an altogether new and miraculous '
11, Isaish XI,O

12, The Prorhets of Israel’ pp. 302 £f. .




dispensation. That was noi lsaiah's view.....we f£ind but one
fundamental difference between the old and the new lsrael; the
land shall be full of the knowledge cof Jehoval and shall enjoy

the happiness which,in 2ll ages past as well as future, has accom-
paniec obedience to the laws of its divine king. Obedience to
Jehovah &8 & king ie not the aifair ci the individuel couscience
but of the nation, in %ts national organization; the righteousness
of Israel which Isaiab contlenplaies is such rightecusness as is
secured by a periectly wise and firm application of the laws of
civil justice and ecuity, It is thie vhich gives co much import-
ence to the person of thofuture king.... Thus the cardinal point
in the prophecy is the eguipment of lhe Davidic king for the per-
fect exercise of his task by the spirit of Jehoval which rests
upon himn, Byt even here the prophet does not bring in any sbsoclule-
ly novel element marking cff the future felicity of Israel as a
new indigpensation., That good-and etrong government was the fruit
of Jehovah'!s spirit poured upon the king of lsrsel was the ancient
Taith of the Hebrews. (I Sam. X,6,10; XVI,13,14; Judges III,10;
V1,34; XI,29; Isaiah XXVIII,6) The new thing is the completeness
with whick this divine equipment is bestowed.. ..It is the function
end ecuipment of the kingship, not the persuqﬁf the King, that ab-

-

sorbs 21l his (lgaiah's)attention®,
With the advent of Ezekiel we find the background for the

post-Bxilic development of the Messianic Hepe. Here is where it

beging ite depzrture frou the conceyption of tne major prophets,

The prophetic activity of Ezekiel was divided into two parts by

he destruction of Jerusalem in the eleventh yeur of Zedekiah's
reign, Previoue to thie event his oifice was to scourge the

13
peovle with the threatenings of the Lord, Jjust as had the major

153. Briggs. Meesianic Prophecy. p. 267 A
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prophets, his predecessors. In this part of his ministry, Brekiel
shows the merked influence of Jeremiah, with whose activity the
former must have been quite familiar.l4 After the destruction, how-
ever, it became his oifice to comfort the people with promises

of restoration. As the first of the prophets of the Exile, he be-
gan a new section in Kesciznic prophecy. A description of the man
and his times is necessary for a truer understanding of this de-
parture from the ezrlier concention. The scn of-e oriest of the
tenple of Jerusalewn, Bz3kiel wze carried away ceptive to Eabylon
with Jehoiachin in the year 597 B.C.E., eleven years before the de=-
struction of Jerusalem., Five years later--592--he avpeared as
prophet, BHis work lasted for twenty-two years, but we know nothing
of its details except from his "book". He wag, al firsi, as has

vroach-

been said, & mere herald of the judgnment, announcing the ap
ing, inevitable, destruction «f Jerusalen. Wnile the remnant at
Jerucsalen was staking everything con a desperate struggle for in-
dependence, and the exiles were watching thew with anxicus sym-
pathy, Brekiel had to declare thesc efforts futile; JQ?h must
perish on account of her sine. To such a message the exiles were
cbetinately deaf, At last there caue the long expected catas-
trophe; Jerusalem fell; most of the reunant were carried awey into
ceptivity; the city and the Tenple lay in ruins; Jeremiah and Ezek-

iel were justified. The prophet could now speak with new authority

14, According to PBriggs, the two exchanged prophecies. W. H. Een-
net in his®Post-Exilic Prophets’ says: "The teaching and person-
ality of Jeremiah were the most poweriul religious influence

early
in the,life of Ezekiel",

Also ef. Cornill, p. 117
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since the fulfillment of his predictions. e could now deliver

& mere welcome nessage. To the vietims of &n exile, steeped in
despair he could, with Deutero-Isaiah, utter words of cheer and
encouragement, creparing his peorle for & coming restoration, and
for their future destiny as the ideal people of God. His priestly
training now serves him in good stead, and explains the rature of
his Kegsianic ccuception. As with Deutero-Isaish, his problem was
to preserve Israel in Exile, to prevent the nation from being ab-
sorbed by the Gentiles, Jeremiah with his deep religious subject-
ivism had exhaustively delinezted the relation of the individual to
Ged. BEzekiel, on the other hand, now regardec it as the task of
his prophetic nission to educate individuals not only to be relig-
ious, but also to be members of z community, which, as such, need=-
ed definite objective rules and principles. Ee therefore stresses
thie inmportance of the Sabbath, and the distinction between clean
and unclean, gaecred and profane. He idealises the Tewple, and
gives to its services and priesthood a leading plzce in the "fut-
ure kingdom", in Messianic times. The lMessianic hope Ior Ezekiel,
then, consists in the restoration of Israel in its own land, Pal-
estine, vhere shall exist nut only the reign of justice and right=-
eousness, to which thqﬁajor prophets locked forward, but also the
sacred worship in the Temple at Jerusalen, Obgervance of the
ritual laws, essentially following the rules laid down in the
book of Deuteronom;, shall accomcany the ethical and ioresl prac-
tices in the new Israel. In earlier specches, Ezekiel had ex-
pressed the hope that the future king would come of the house of
Devid, though the king he pictures exhibits ecclesiastical char-
seteristics. In his "vision" of the futu:e state, however, the

-

prophet makes no mention of z "king". Since the will of God is
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to rule the hearts of all his children, the political ruler, to
administer justice is no longer needed. Ritual penancb is to

make atonement for any crime or transgression which might actually
occur. Should a heathen nation dare disturb the national peace,

and to stretch forth its hand zgainst the Kingdom of God, the

Tord Himself, will, in the {ir

(]

cf his wrath, destroy the oifender,

Y

so that Israel wi 11 only need to bury the corpses, and to burn
wit fire the weapons of the ene uJ, as desg;ibed by Ezckiel in his
vision ¢f Gog, chief of the land of Magog. ; In such conditions

no king is necessary. There is to be a "prince™ ( X*wd), how-
ever, whose functions shall ccnsist in lcoking aiter the Teuple,
and suprlying the materials of worship, Tor viiich purpose he nay

collect from the people only such pifts of things ae are necessary

for the sacrifices; sheecn, goats, bullocks, oxen, corn, wine an

oil, The prince, in other words, is to be head ol the ecclesiast-

iczl stete, as reprecentative of his people.

We have few explicit statements as to the religious life of
Igsrzel during the captivity, but the surviving literature and the
later development of Judaism shovw the tenacity with wiich the ex-
iles nust have clung to the feith cof Iesrael. A clue to the concit-
ions leading up to tneﬁ,c ual close of the Exilic period is Tur-
nished by the writings of an unknown prephet, included in Chapters
XI-1LV of the book of Isaiesh. There is suificient evidence Ior
nlacing the work of this prophet--whom we call Deutero-Iszich for
vant of nore certsin identificatlion--azt the pericd towards the end
of the Bsbylonian captivity. In many respects he must be accournte

ed "the most bpriliiant jewel of prophetic literature®. 1In style,

15. Brekiel XXXVIII-XXXIX




he is a genuis of the firet rank, and in his writings ;re coather-
eC together ae in a focus 2ll the great and noble meditztions of
the prophecy which precedec him, The fundamental theme, the bur-
den of his message,is told in the very first words of his book.16
"Comfort ye, comfort ye, my peorle, saith your God. Speak ye
comfortingly tc Jerusalem, and cxy urto her that her day of triel

is accomplicshed and that her inicuity is pardoned;

-
e

or she has re-
ceived of the Lord's hand double for all her sins." In the wild-
. lée

erness the way shall be prepered for God and his people returning
to their home. Yo power in man can hinder God's work. dJerusalem
and the 'c;tie§5f Judah" are addresced with the promise of God's
early restoration of the Exiles to their 1anc.l7 Yhat Tills the
prophet with this hope; that which has given him the assurznce
that now the salvation promised by Ged is zbout to be acccomplished,
is the glorious march of triumph of Cyrus. The Persian Kirg, by
his v}ctc:iec and deeds has rroved himsell to be Ged's chosen wea=
pon, the executor of the divine judgment upcn Pabylcn. "I have

raised him up in righteousness &nd I will direct all his vays; he
&

g

ghall build my ecity, &and he shell let my exiles go free." Toth-
ing could be more explicit, And the reascn for this confidence of

the prophet lies itﬁim ethiczl nature of Cyrus and of his policy
of trestuent of captives, & Ieature new and unlocked for among

Bastern conguerors., In 211 of this Deutero-Isaiah sees God's hand

16, Isaiah XI,1 ff
17. v, 9 If

l6a.vv, & Ii,

18. Isaiah XLV, 13



and the Divine Purpcse: "I, even I, have spoker; jea, I have cell-
19
ed¢ him; I have btrought him hither and his way shall be prospérous?

Cyrus is even called directly by name, sc that there may not be
the slightesl doubt as to the upshot of the mailter: “(q&4 the Lord)
that seith of Cyrus: He is my sheplierd and shell perform all my
to Jerusalen:'Thou shalt be built? and to the

20
Temple: 'thy foundation shall te laid', " Nowhere dces Deutero-

vleasure, even saying
Isaiah sperk of a future Nessiali of the House of David. Though
he calls the Fersian c;gnuerer by the mogt honorable names: "“shep-
herd®, even “anointed" lof God, he, Cyrus, is merely part of God's
plan for the regenerstion of all uankind, a fact contingent upon
Israel's redemption end subsecuent mission as an, A Nx - —
a2 "light unto the natiggs“. The prophet stresses again arnd again
the omnipotence of God and His unity. This omnipotent God of
1srael is the only Goé in Heaven and on earth, everlasting, etern-
al, "the first and the last and beside khim there is no God". Deut-
ero-Isaiah lays special emphasis on this pecint. XNo one has held
up tc scorn, more bitterly than he, the idols of t;g neighboring b
peoples, and proved their emptiness and impolence, The fact that
thie God of lsrael iﬁfhe only Cne whko has everzforetold the future,
a3

is adduced as proof ¢f his exclusive divinity. This God ¢l pro-

phecy vhose precictions never feil, had long foreteld that Taby-

19. Isaiah XLVIII,15
20, " XTIV, 28
D JORE A |

22. " xI, vv. 12, 15-17, 22, 26, eic.
23. » XL, 19-20; XLI, 6 If
24. " XLIV, 6-8



lor must fall. He will now carry cut His plan through Cyrus, ]
: - g . - . |

The Babylcnian tyrant shall be destroyed and then shall take

place the return of Israel to the land of its fathers., God Hinme

: -

self will head the procession and will make in the wilderness a
sefe way through shady irees and riprling fountzins, that they
may build at last the new Jerusalem. Iérael alcone knows and poss-
esses the true God. Only through Israel can the other nationg
learn to know him, and thus Isrzel becomes the servent and mess-
enger of God, the herald of God to man. Israel is to nankind (as
Cornill expresses it) what the prophet is to Israel. God is the
God of the whole eerth, and Israel is to be His prophet for the
whole earth. Thue may succinctly be sumiec up Deutero-Isaiah's
vievw. It is the major prophetic view at its very highest point

of development,



CEAPTER II

Our informaticn as to thglears iluweciately following the ex-
ile is Egaere, obecure,.and, according to eome critice, untrust-
vorthy.

he deliverance of Israel, foretold with such assurance by
Deutero-Ieaizah,did in reality teke place. C,rus the concueror
end new ruler of Babylon (538 R.C.E.) apparcntly gave the exiles
rermission at once to return to their native land. There is in-
dication, further, that the Fersian monarch supported and helped
them in many waye. In the spring of the jyear 537 B.C.E. the Is-
raelites began their homeward niexrch., It is gcnerally agreed that
ebout fifty thousand of them returned, under the leadership of
Sheshbazzer, as recorded in the Book of Ezra (Chep. I). The latt-
er record furnishes us with the neagre inicoruation ag to the con-
ditiongs which introducec the prophetic activities of Xaggai and
Zechariah, seventeen years later, These events as chronicled
in Ezra I-1IV, when considerec¢ in the light of the political his-
tory cf the pericd, Turnish 2 necessary introduction tc the
study of the Messianic hope, as rortrayec in the Eccke of Haggeai
and Zechariah(I-VIII)which may be said to usher in the post-EX-
ilic period.

Soon after their arrival, the exiles erected the altir on
the sacred spot where once had sicod the sacrificial altar of
tiie Temple of Solomon. They muet have felt thal their community
was the begimning of the Messianic era promised and sketchied by
®zekiel, They must have been eager to irculcute this period of
a nev Isrsel with its political and ecclesiasticsl glory. In
this spirit they renewec¢ the sacrificial worship, and laid the

e (] _
205 £é§u0heyne. 'Jet;sh Reliyious Life after the Exile, p. 5



5 — - Troas o,

-

foundution of the Temple. Their adveresries,—the , 170> 8
=
]'o'.-l:)l .'-sought periission to participate in the work and
26
worship, but were refused, with the recorded result that "the

people of the land weakened the hands of the people cf Judah and

N

troubled¢ them in building. And firec counsellors against them to
p

frustrate their purpose all the days of Cyrus, King Of Persia, ev-

en until the reign of Darius, King of Persiz." Enthusiasm must

have given place tc dispirited apathy ac portrayed in the opening
chapters of the book of Baggai. In the ycar 520 B.C.E., prophecy
once more zweke, and here zgain, a greatl historical crisis seeus

to have been cause for its origin. In 522 E.C, E Cyrus was succeed-
ed by Cambyses who added Egypt to the Persiarn Bapire in 525, and
cormitted suicide in 522. At his death, the threne was sgized by
the megus Gaumata, an impostor, whe personated a deceased brotiher

cf Cambyses. The fraud was discovered, Gawsats slain, and Darius
I,~2 direct heir,~placed upcon the throne oi the Fersiar Empire.
These events had disturbed the whole empire. Excitement and up-
risings rose on 211 sides. Two full years, Dariuc Lad to struggle
with difficulties of every kind till at last he succeeded in restor-
ing order and consolidating the Kingdom of Fersia, a consclidation
wnich lasted more than two centuries,

In thigfestless and seething pericd prophecy was again arous-
ed. As of old the hopes of thgfews were stirred by the misfortunes
of the supreme power. In the year 520 & bed harvest seems to have
brought famine and hunger intoc the land, At this crisis, Haggai

end Zecharieh sppear upon the scene with new assurances that the

x Exra IVL



20

27
The book of Haggai describes internal conditions in Jerusalem:

The Temple remains unbuilt because of ihe distressing conditions

™

wvhich have preveiled, and vhich have been taker by the people as
ar. indicsticn of God's wrath. At the head cof the Jewich comucunity

ctends Zerubbebel as Satrap under the Pergien ruler Darius. On

ces a speech in the Temple, where Zerubbabel, Joshua, son of

and the pecplejhave Lcen gathered. Ee COlaLaYiGs

£ J:-hweh to begin work on the Tauple. He pointse
= - -

out that political cenditions meke such work possible. Trings

heve taken & turn for the belier. He gtirs up anew the nope Ior
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~rd their leaders "obeyel the voice of the Lord their God, and the

30 w . G o
worde of Hepggai the prophet®, and Jahven stirrec up taeir spirit",
and they set to work on the Temple. But the scale cf the new

arently small and jts adormuenis mesn as compared

Temple of Solomon. There must have been old men
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25, Eaggei 1,8 123K
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amorgst them who remembered the ancient sanctuary ‘in her first
. - 4 o+

glory, and these must have discouraged the builders by telling

them that their work was "as nothing in conparisony For, asiter

4

tiic work is well under wey Haggai iinds

Jote

it necessary to coue for-

ward with a pecond umessage giving encouragewent and impetus to
J1
the people by assuring them thet Jahweh is with them, and that
i A
S8

the glory of this second Tewmple will exceed that of the first,
Be therefore (ﬁe-oédﬁd—-to)blds thew persevere in their efforts.§
( F‘”Aﬂ ? in II,v.4)and promises thet the politicel dis-

turbances cf the timer will soon issue in a great "sheking® of the ,

“heavens and the corth snd the sea and the dry land... and'all ne t-
ions®and that then the wealth of all nastions shall come as tribute
to the Teaple, Apperently however, devotion to werk on the Teuple
wae not bring .ng eny improvement in material circumgtancen, =nd
enthusizenm wust have agein flasged. Haggai finde the reason,
werefore, ifstheir being ritually unclecn. He esppears before theu
J

e, exhorts them--afiter eliciting decisions from the
&4

Priests-~-to "congider henceforth", The promised blescing had

f
=3
H
o}
I
g.

been delayed because of their ségs, it sheuld, however btegin at
once J22X ara oe'n o . To Zerubbabel he adds another
vord, promising, again, that heaven and earth will be, shaken, the
thrones of the heathen kingdoms overthrown, and “on that day®,

Zeruvbabel will be mede "as =z signet; for I have chosen thee, saith

36
the Lord of Hests." Zerubbebel, as the divinely chosen head of
31.Hagpai 1I, 1 1T
32, A O 3750 :

33, On the 24th of Kiglev, 520, upon the occasion of the laying of
the cornerstone of the Temple. ZXaggai II, 18
54. Hagesi 1I, 18

35, w35 38 36. Eaggai II, 23




Israel in its coming glory shall be the "Messianic Ruler". The
chief argument upen vhich Haggail relied was that the material
prosperity of the people depended upcn their zeal for God; dis-
tress was a sign that He was angry vwith them on account of their
indifference to His worship, This reascning is an application of
the doctrine of Ezekiel with itc stress upon ritual cleanliness;
he expects the Megsianic era in the imuediate future as the secguel
to the political ircubles of his times. XHis Kessianic hope is
colured by the circumstzncesg of his ministry; tue chief peoint on
vhich he dwelle is the future glory vi the Tewple. It is ﬁhew
fecture that he ventures to reme & contenporeryv--Zerubbsbel--zg
the Xessiah.

Afternéhe eighth month, Zecharish lends his suprort to these
activitiesf He presents to the people the warning exaumple of
their ancestors whe feiled teo give heed to the earlier prophets--
with what dire results--and urges greater zeal in the work ol er-

38

ecting the Teuple, In EzraVl, 14, Zecheriah is ascociated with

b=t

Haggei, both being given credit for causing--by ﬁheir prophegyinige=-
the rebuilding of the Taumple, References in the book of Zechariah
furnish evidences of cbstacles znd discouragemenis, end the need
{or constant urging and encouragenent of the leaders,—-Joshua and
Zerubbebel,~by the prophet. Heggai had announced & "sheking® oi
the kingdoms of the world vhich was to be the prelude to the es-
tablishmen%ﬁf the kirgdom of God, The revolts at the accession

of Dsrius hed alsc enciuraced the Jews tec hope for such a "shake

39
" but nov Zechariah "sees” four engelic messengers who report




to the Angel of Jahweh, "We have walked to and fro through the
earth, and behold s11 the earth sitteth still and is at rest'.
Darius was quelling the veriocus rebellions with rapid succegs, ané
men must have muriured that*;he prowise Jiade by Faggai had come

te nothing. In this vision, the Angel of Jahweh appezls to God

and is reassvred
againot posiponement of the fulfillment cf hie promises, that the

with 4

Tenmple shall be rebuilt and Jerusalem becone progpercus. A sec-
40

cnd vision shows four horns, the Gentile nations, filed away by
4l

four smithe, In & third vision & "man with a2 messuring line® is
forvidden to zesign definite limite to Jeruszlem, because the
future population will be too numgrzgs to be conteined within a
valled circuit, In a fourth vieion, Joshua, the high priest, in
filthy germents, is arreigned before Jahweh, Tiis is symbolic
apperently of some sin he has comunitted to vwhich the Jews may heave

ascribed their misiortunes, or,ag soume critics hold, suigestive

of the rituel gins of the whole people. Xis inicuity is taken
away however, and he. is encouraged to be Iaithful by prouaises of

=

power and honor. He and his fellow-priests s.e to usher in the
Mesgiah, who is called , NS ""3-“' .“ Jahweh promises that ne
will renmove the iniguity of the land in one du=.‘5 There is qﬁef—
crence to a "stone with seven eyes"which is ex,lignea by soue us43
referring to the foundation stone of tie Temple. A fifth vision
40, 2Zechsriah II, 1-4

41, » 11, 5-1%

4z. " IIX

44, Zecharich III,E
45, » I1I, S

.

e
46, Orelli, "The Twelve Minor Frophets" regards it as referring to

a jewel in the diadem of the Meszianic Kinug.
47. ZEch. 1V, l-6a,10a-l4(es in Stade)
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and VI of the Pook of Ezra furnish the nature <f these cbstacles.
Tatnai the sétrap of the province across the Euphrates visits
Jerusalen, sees the work of construction'an; questiont the zuth-
ority of the leuders in building the Temple. The Elders refuse to
be daunted and refe: to the earlier decree of tyrus, King of Per-
sia, which gave them permissicn to reconstruct the Temple. Ezra
faithfully chronicles the event. A letier is sent by Tatnai to
Darius, reporting in detzil, the encounter, and suggesting that the
records be consulted for verificetion of the Jews' claim. This is
done; such & decree is found in the annals. Darius not only auth-

crizes the work cn the Temple but orders that the Jews be given

-~

suprort in their labors, in accordence with the earlier decree of
2
Cyrus.
Zechariah scores all doubts., He spurs Joshua and Zerubbabel

to renewed incentive and hopne. They are under God's care and

re receiving Mis aid, wherewith all dificu lties and obstacles
£hall Pe overcome, Zechariah is so certain of the nearness of

he epproaching Messianic kingdow, that he oxrders the Jews still in
Bebylon, to bring gold and silver to Jerusalem Ior the crown of

L
Zervbbabel who is to be Jnown as # NP3 | With the subseguent
53
death or deposition of Zerubbabel the hope in the lmuinent advent

-

of the Messianic era receives a severe blow. Zechariahl finds it
necessary to add further urge and encouragement. The work on the
Tenmple 3must continue under the new leadership of ‘[5”1051‘1’335
The portion I-VIII, cles Eg with a prophecy describing the future
plessedness of Jeruarleufd Just as certain as that the punish- .

jid 11

C_l
o)
F
0
[
o+

i
H
cr
A
{27

Lem, predicted by the earlier prophets, B0 surely

52. Ezra VI, £-12

53. Stade p. 317 footnote
54, There is some dispute as to their identity. Cf. Cheyne p. 10
55. Egra VIII, 1-23




T

will materialize the then promised wrath of God against the heath-
ens and His zeal on behalf of Israel. The Messianic hope shall be
fulfillec. Jahweh shall return to Zionm; in the streets of Jerus-
alem, old men and playing children shall again be seen, The Jews
of the diaspora shall be brought houne; fast days shall become
feagt days; heathens ghall pil\grimﬁgﬁ to Jerusalem tc worship
God. "In those doys it shall coue t0 pacs that ten men of all the

languages of the rnationg shell tzke hold of the skirt of him that

[

g a Jew, e;;igg 'we will go with you, for we have heard that God
is with you'".ol

Muchh of the teaching of Zechariah seeme an eleboration of
the more simple and direct wordes ol Hagpai; the sacred duty of
building the Temple, dits future glory in spite of its smelil be-
ginring, the status of the high-priest, and the Messianic identity
of Zerubbebely Zecharieli's free use of symbolic visions, and the
large part played by angels, are develceoments of the method of
Tzekiel, The cltered relation of these prophets to God is note-
worthy. While the major prophets fclt themselves to be completely
one with God, who was ever present and living in them, for the
post=-Exilic prophets, God grows more and lore transcendent; direct
personal intercourse betmceg?theu ceases; &n: augel steps in to ect
os intermeciary, as aveiar.
The building of the Tample made rapid progress unger the

L as

urce of these tvo prophetsy Hagrei and Zechariagh. It viee completed

on the third of Acer, in the year 515 B.C.E, in the sixtH ySRnso

tre reign of King Derius. The Yesgianic hope still repmgined un-
56, VIII, 25 |

o%7. Corniil

58, Ezra VI, 15

" - e
[
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fulfilled..... Soume were satisfied with the gcal achieved in the

form of the new Temple; others continued to hope.... Al any rate

&+
Wi

(5]

road was left clear for further developuents.
We turn next to the anonymous writings of the prophet who
has gince beer designated as Malechi. It is generally agreed by
cxegetes. that "Malachi" is not the neme of the actusl prophetic
author, but is derived feemihe ”-3n%nt &Q-Angel: or "my lessehl-
ger® as suggeeted in III, 1 of thie bock, It is generclly agreed;
re forms
also, thaﬁptkis verl: is connecte. vwith the sefererees oifzra and
ichemiah,fJbut it is doubtful whether Malachi (the prophet, or
writer of the work itself) actuslly co-operatec with the reform-
ers. The book sfbrds a clear portrayal of the corcéitions of the
time. The prophet, acting as God's mouthpiece, delivers his ness

~y
: oxTrn 1ra Prowr %x et Han
ages .

Fe begins by assuring his hearers as te the love of Jahweh
for Isrsel. Cilamity andé distress nust have made the Jews of lhis
day doubt whether God had any special affection fcr them. The pro-
phet then denounces the practices of both rpriests and lsity. The
former are admonished for uririgiiteoug observance cf the ritual,
and for unfeithful teaching, They ere represented as guilty of
grees carelessnese and irrevgrence: "The priests defile my names..
bring polluted bread unto mine altar;... when ye thugosay kS
&iiln' P15é3 Jahweh's tzble, it ic an abomination.® They regard
with contempt the rituals "Behold, ye said, '"what & weariness it
f:'“.LlThercforc Johweh rejectcs their service and kolds himself

56, Cf. Stade, Cornill, and others
0. Malachi I, 6-7

61. o e g




more honoy{red by the Gerntiles. The prophet arpeals to the anc-
ient covenant of God with Levi (Q'I'tﬂ .hv';:z.) and to the faithful-
negs of the priesthood ir.f:;'{;cr.e deys: "Truthful instruction was in
his mouth end transgression was not to be found upon his lips; in

eace and uprightrness he walked with me, keeping meny (persons)

=

from sin. The priest

m

lips should keep knowledge, and they should
seek the lew at higs mwouth, for he is the messenger of the Lord cof
Fosts.," What nced has Jehweh of their szcerificep when their deeds
are wicked, "Ware departed out oi the way; ye have czused many
tc stunble at the lew, ye lave corrurted the covenant of Levi,
saith the Lord of ficsts., Therefore have I uade you contenptible
and base before l1 the people, accordingﬁaa ye have not kept my
vays but have been partial in the laws." ;i Then turning to the
vecple generally, he denounces the divorciu%f Jevish wives tc
ncke way for marriages with Ioreign ggmen, ard describes the zrger
¢f Jahweh at the misery thus caused. K They defile God's Holiness
and viclate Eistovenant, Does Jahweh need their sacriiices when
"from sunrise to sundown™ He ig thus homored amcng 21l the nationg--
at every sacrific:él alter? Israel's offerings are nc longer accept-—
able to Him becsuse they sre sttended with unrighteous deeds jput
chiefly--for thies prophet--because Lhe sacrifices are not as pre-
scribed, beéauae animals with blemishes are offered up, because
-

"ve have breught o TCIINT AR OODT ARl UM

Under such conditions arises the prophet's hol?_.e in the advent
cf better days--a llescienic ere, Such days are to colie assuredly,
eays Malachi, God will send his gDt "R'tn'i whom the people

64
degire. The Day of Judgment will be ushered in by the sudden

€2, ¥elachi II, 6-7, 8-¢
€3. Cf. Stade p. 333, Yowack, etc,

64. Malachi III, 1




29

eppearance of God's ']RQV)iz the Tenple, The "day of His coming®
shall be attended by severe judgment which few may survive. The

riests shall be purifie¢ brining righteous offerings. The mag-
iciang, falsifiers, oppressors, and those who cause evil ghall be
judred. HNalachi exhorts the inicuitous to mend their ways. E
reprecaches them with withholding the tithes and sacred dues from

Temple. The righteous are wernec a;ainst complaining that the
wicked prosper end that piety has availecd ncthing, On the "day of

{ear Jahweh are

judgment® =211 this will bz rectified.

roted in the heavenly scrolls, 1'°>7 »®0 , and shall inherit

God's portion. Then shall the distircticn be made between the

)

hteous and the godless, “The former shkall stamp cut the latter,

(8

as the dust under their feet. Verse 23 predicts the coming of

Elijah, the propvhet, as precursor to the advent of CGod's kingdom,
67
an item which assumed great importance in the historicel develeop-

ment of the Mesgignic hope. Before the arrival of the "Day of
Judgncent®, Elijah shall coume to reunite families, to "turn the
hearts oi the Tathers to the children and the hearts ol the childr-

en to their fathers®™, lest God coue to render the land desclatle.
Malachi, like Eaggei and Zechariah, is chiefly interested iu
the Temple and Bke priesthocd. The sins denourced are largely
ritual abuses, unsztisfactory offerings, imperfect fulfillmentof
vows, unpaid tithes, contenpt for, znd weariness of, public wor-

* " - o :
hip The Temple hes become the seat and sywbol of Diwine Right-

66. Stzde suggests reading -“n? for -‘¢'rg , referring to Jahweh
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nce. Heanvhile God i ful of EHig faithful,
T Biblicel porti cli belongs next .in coneideration is
that compriczi chavters IVI-IXVI in Isaiah, Obvi ly these
haptere 23 €t conseculiy rtions of a single work, noe
are they homoge £ i byl irit. Eve rt from ecitor-
1 additions t rdly be the work of a single asuthor. Yet

substantially they seem to represent the religious thought of loy=-
al Jews of the time of Ezra and Nehemiah, the period following

69
that of Kalachi, dating approximately 470-420 B,.C.E. For our pur-

pose it is convenient to treat the whole of LVI-IXVI here, notwith-

P e U : o+ ey e i i v e Y . PR A e
standing its apparent hetcrogeneity.
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ing them by meane of their own wickedness, and yet: "*hou, O
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¢ the clay anrd
74

re all the work of Thy Hands." Could he destroy His own creat-

city of righteousness. The divine faver will be shown by mater-
igl & fértile lend, freedom from sorrow, lengih of
dzys, peace, anud the return of exiles Irom all the nations, es-
77
coried by the Gentiles. The prectical interest irx: the Touple
services is ghown by the provisiorn that Jews tlmus returning nay
77 !
:

serve as priests id Levites,

The writers of these chauvters are much occupied withh the

. Fo 4 e i R _ b | e et

great practicel problem of the pericd, Ihe maintenence oI & grousp
of Ta , & true Isrzel, untainted by ascociation with their
neighborg, The problem is approachec in a liberal digcriminat-
ing s»irit, though n erey ig shown to those who adhere to
corrunt life and worship, there is to be room in the purified com-

74~ Isarah LXIV

78§, Isaish IXV-IXVI

76. " IRy, 1-7; 11=15; IXVI 3 £Is 36 ST C8
| " v, 8, 13, 18-23; IXVI, 12, 20

b ]
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munitymsesdsy for believing Gentiler, proselytes,and even for

in Malachi, sin and punishment, repentalice and for=

10 longer de.lt with eimply as concerning the nat-
¢ T™ha oy '] £ 1 - 4 e T o . 43 wd Al 1 o1 ar
101, 11€ Peopd€ 181l 1INL0 LWO ClLatEbEl y LOE WlcXed, ropelesnly
hardened and impenitent, for whom there is nothing but condemnat-
ienjend the rignteous, who are indeed ginful and yet confess their
gin, repent, znd oLiain forgivenmess, Nevertlheless, in spite of
43 = - 2 S R + V¢ s and 2wrd s : 4+ or g e 4y ., - - TR
Gl S Qc A Wleld UIIE€ 1NG1ViCcUal: 412 UWC CLEBPCE, L4AC TE&l 1Nuer=-
ect is still in tke cowmnity. The time will come when the wicked
will be destroyed, and Isrzel, surified will agein be a holy

rhe

of the usual post-Exilic featurec of the lessianic age; but the
¥ecsianic King has disappeared; therc is no prospect of deliver-
nce by netursl meeons or human agentie; the hope of Israel lies in
the direct, personal intervention of Janweh, XHe will give peace,
prosperity and glory to His people; Ye will destroy their exnenieg,
cepecislly Edom, and make the Gentiles, their servants and trib-
utaries. Jerusalem stands for Israel ané the Temple is, again,

-
of supreme importance, so that the Chcsen People is to be a nat-

onn of priests. The idea cof Israel's mission to the world centers
£1
in the Temple which is to be a "FEouse of prayer for all nations®.

For the immediately succeeding periods of Jevish history, we

1¢ time of the ¥accabees,

have scanty ;tlialliﬁjjcrLﬁtieL, till ¢

81, *  1Ivi, 7; IXVI, 23
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Scholars are forced to gerner what little they can from the evi-
dence in the worke which follow next in consideration. The quEes~
tion of datings with regerd to these works, Habbakuk, Joel, Zech-

ceriah IX-XIV, Obadiah, are unfortunately the subject of much dis-

pute, and, ae Bertholet noteg, subjective opinions enter into =211
rositive presentations. This should be considered in cormection
with the following treatments, since a Xknowledge of the internal
history of the Jews ¢f the period is escentizl to a correct Judg=-
ment of the religious develccment. We turn then, in our study of
the develcpment oi the Messianic idea to an observation of its
nature during the Greck period.

Persian Eaupire continued,

-

+

Yhile the the geneéral political

situstion had remsined unaltered, ut even from the time of Cy-

rus, the influence oi the Greeks was felt more and more, both in

Egyrt and in westbrn Asia, At last Alexander the @eat made hin-

—ov X

cgell msster of these countries in a few rapid campzigns EBC.E,
534=324, The conguests of Alexander had nct been uerely politic-

Greek language, Greek coumerce, had swept over the East, and most
of the iuportant towns of Egypt and Syria were thoroughly Hellen-

ize¢ so that the Jews were now accegsible to suck influences as

they had never been otelore. Up teo the time < Alexander, Judaisn

reat centres, Jeruselem and Eabylcon, but with the found-
ing of Alexandrie a lerze Jewigh quarter esrose in the new city.
Fenceforth Alexendria became z new center of Jewish life. During
thiie period, too, the Jews became dispersed far and wide, and came
intec contact with fiellenic culture, philusophy, and religion, at
mony points. The broader, cosiopolitan movement of Jewish thought

* = L4
2. Piblische Theolocgie des Alten Testaments., p. 143

|-
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vhich is illustrated by the "Wisdom of Solomon", and the writings
of Philo and Josephus, must have begun soon after 330 B.C.E., if
not before. Even Jerusalem did not wholly escape. While, no’
doubt, mery tried to combine the besti featuree of Hellenism and
Judaism, enthusiaste -for Greek ideas musi nhave becn ready to sac-
rifice the essential faith of Israel for aesthetiec znd intellect-
ual attractions and material advantages. Thus, in this Greek
period, currents of legalism, of more spiritual Judaism, of Greek
philosophy and of mere worldly Xellenism, must have minglec in
the stream of Jewish life. We have now to ccnsider our Iew pro-
rhetical docuwents inx the lizht of these varicus forces.
Bertholetssplaces the utgzrance in Isaizh XIV 28B-32 i this
period., He agrees with Duhm: that it precedes the ook of Eabba-
¥uk, In the aforementioned oracle against the Philistines, the
latter are represented as rejoicing over the facl that the rod
vhich smote them--Persicn rule--is broken. The prophet points out
to them that this is--for them--ne grousnd for joy, since the fut-
ure premises them even greater distress., To the mescengere who
neve aprarently come seeking an slliance with ihe Jewng, thc_pro-

-

phet characteristicelly replies that “The Lord hath\foundeg"Zion
to]
end the poor cf his people thall plsce their trust in itH. One
reede betweer the lines--with Rertholet--a reliance, rather, up-
oni the sovereignty of Jechweh in Jerusalem, The Kingdow of God

i1l be instituted by Jehveh Himself, not through any political

o
[

allisnce.
Halbakuk is awe-siruck at the rapidity with which tke con-
cueror, newly projected upon the world's horizon, wing his con-
86
secutive victories. Hig dread ig concentrated in the person
of Alexaender the Great, who constitutes--for Habitakuk--the em-

™
-

¥Yor notes cf. nexti page.




(3]
-2

ble outrage, his dominating

ior concuest, and the rapacious desi

which had preceded
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g Fabbakulk descril ) ¥ Jahwel Tor
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the Eis reo , &nd the destiruction of their enemies
o W 4 o 1 A
85: 1pc. cit, P, 1494




- - - . m
The proplict advances from & condition of fear to joy et the con-

tenzlation of the divine deliverance. Eis picture of the judg- e
24 :
nment borders upcn the gpocalyvtic, ¢

The integrity of the Book of Joel is generally contested.

Ite contente indicate the period after the reforms of Ezra and

Nenemizh. Bertholet, quoting the suthority of Cornili, Marti, 1
Kuemen, Nowack, Dulwa, Sellin, and others, peetulates the hetero-
ceneity cf composition and authorsghip. Yet here, agzin, ior ob-
vicus reasons, we shall treat its contents as a single literary
proguct.

There is no referernce, in Joel,rfo e king, and the comunity
is spoken of as "priests and people":J It ig implied that under
ordinary c¢ircumstances the Temple ritual is carefully cuserved,
fcr o feature of the calamity which is 3ict:rer by the writer is
thct “the meal ggrering and the drink offering are withholden®
Trom the Temple: The Statement that Jewe have Leen sold as slaves
to the Greekag7 suggests a date during the Creek period, Ag us-
122l in the post-Exilic literature doon igﬁpronouhced ageinst Ed-
on; but here Bgypt is coupled with E&Gu.-; a cdnmination whici
would be easily undirstocd if the book were writien after the
sgteblishment of the Greek kingdom of Bgypt, shurtly aiter harsh

trentment of the Jews by one of the Plolomies.

¢4, Habbakukx II1I, 4 If .
96,  Joel I; 18 £r; I, 1o fL
Q. 8 L3 "-".I

g9, "% "IN, '8 =

68 w Iy, 19, Cf. Micah VII, 13 ff, which probabiy belongs te =
the sane period. Berthoiet alsc places in Lhis reriod the .

fellowing interpolations in older prophetic works: Isaigh XI, =
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phets. Bertholet tzkes this fact B8 intenait
231 =wa . W TH Vi s R e e e i 2 1 LA - e | - -
th which the earlier wri were studied, in the attenmpt to

produce information thereircm, as to what the fut
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the conti rary, dogmatic, ocutlook of a uiore or less zpocalyp-
tic mature,
- - - f - -~
The ocuestion has erise: tgihe unity of Chapters IX=XIV
104
cf the Book of Zecheriah. Bertholet holds that with some neg-
ligible exceptions, they are the vork of a single szuthor. The

our =~resent purpcse. We shall

~

of a Deutero=2Zechariah. The following Teetures, aaongst others,
105

indicate Greck pericd as the time of crigin of these chapters,

E 106
3 : : ST v

The Greels are spcken of ag the chiefl enemies of Israel. -
ileg are to be brought back from Egypt and Assyries, and settled
in Giles nd Lebanon; the pride of Assyria shall be

anid the sceptre shzll depart from EBgypt. In g documeni which
peaks of the Creeks, Egypt and Aceyria will be the Greek king-

dome of Bgypt and Assyria, In XII, we have a "burden of Jahweh
concerning Isrsel", which is wholly concerned with Judah and Jer-
ugalen, giving us the post-Exilic identificaticn of Judal with

yrophets
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ek - - e ol g . o ST . e =l e e et - T g 1
suggestis & very lale pericd when it was recognized that prophecy
was dead or dying. In XIV the apocalyptic element, the interest

(8

S s EE e, ] -1 2 - 1 f
n ritual holiness, and the altitude towards the Centilesg 211

107

he work beging with lescrintion of an invasion. in which

the nkeghbors of the Jews--Hgrach, Dauescus, Famath, the Phoenice

and exercise a2 worldwide dominicn,
of the victory of Judah and Ephraim over the Greeks through the
. -
=id of the Lord of Hosts,- ,Awwas m-and the return of exiles,
10¢

Chapters XII and XIII describe a siege of Jerusalem., There is
the familiar apocalyptic ides that the Gentiles will be gathere

first the ally oi the enemy--sgstrangely enough--but aiterwards be-
comee reconciled to Jeruszlem and shares itg deliverance, After

the deliverance,Judah and Jerusalenm shall be purified and glorif-

ied; the people shallwmourn "him whom they have pierced“(;o:sibly

herd of I, 7); the land shall be nsed from
1 XII11, : e lang 11 be cletnsed fro

sin and uncleanness, from idols and prophets and unclean spirits.

108 i IX, 11-X, incl,
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In the laszt chapter--XIV--we have yet another siege of Jerusalen

F's

by the Gentiles, This time they actually tzke the city and sack

it. Then Jehweh appears, destroys the Gentiles, delivers the
Jews, and establishes his eternal kingdom in Jerusalew. The rem-

nant of the Gentiles shall regularly come up to Jerusalem to Xkeep
the Feact of Tabernacles, any whe fzil in this observarce shallbe

-

curished by lack of rein, As Egypt is independent of rain, the
Egyptians shall be punished by & plague if they do not make this
annual pilgrimapge. Finally, everything in Jerusslem shall be
“holy", i.e., ceremonially clean and fit for use in the tcrcgi;ﬁf
Jahweh, down to the bells on the herses, =znd the ordinary cooking
utensils.
These chapters present many of the ordinary fealures ol pocst-

Exilic teaching, apocalypse, doo of the Gentiles, ritual sanctity,

ete., Thé Fouse of David agein appears here, znd in some passages

occupies @ unigue Mesgianic eminence. As nentioned above in

connection with Joel, so he e too there is much z yareni depend-
ence upon the great earlier prephets Bertholet associates Issiah

XXXIII with this pericd, abcut 163, go Issiah XKIX, 16-24; XXX,

18-26; all of which deal with the idez that deliverance is imuine-

ent. that God will restore Isracl to its rightful vortion in Jer-

r

ig also the reappear:nce of the Messianic "king”

but Jakhwenh Hiwself directly eifects the de-
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the characteristics of the "enemy", the assemblage of all nations
in a2 final siege ¢f Jerusalen Tind their parallels in interpol-

ations in the earlier literature, c.g., Hicah IV, 11f; Zeph III,8

=]
-
g
0
o
o)
~
o
(1) ]

estruction of their enexy nations in Zech XII, 4; XIV,
12 ff, find their parallels in Isaiah XXXIII, 10-13, 22; Micah
ViI,-16 ff,-=2Zechariah XII, 6,8 finds its parallels in Isgiah XI,
14; XXVIII, ff, Micah IV, 13 and Psalm 149, 2Zechariazh XII, 4,9,
XIV, 3 £ff is to be compared with Isziah XXXIII, 10-13, 22; Micah
Vi, 14 ff, Zeph. ITI, 8. Xo tyrant will agai n coue ito oprrest
the future country of Israel:-Zech IX, 8; X, 4 Isaish XXIX, 20 iT;
XXX111, 18, The exilcs shall return escortec by the Gertiles:-
Zech. 1X, 11 ff; X, 6, 8-=11,-cf, Xicah II, 12 (pre-Exilic according
Loﬁ%uttenvieser); iV, 6. ff; VAI, 12: Amos IX, ©; Isaigh XI, 117Tf,
15 f; XIV, 2; XXvil, 12 Ii; XXXV; Jeremiah XXXIII; 7; IL,4 ff, 19;
Zeph., III, 18-20; the soil skall becoue as fruitful as the garden
cf Edenr,, or Paradise: Zech., IX, 17; Isaish IV, 2; XXIX, 17; XXX, 23-

115
25; XXXIII, 16.

Prophecy has here fallen altogether from _is high estate, and

hes become & profession for chnarlaisns who only venture to practice

In this Greek period, too, are placed & nuuber of Psalms which
o B B

e |
reflect the Jewish outlock of the times. 8Stad Ereups a number
115, Bertholet loc. cit. pp. 228=3< consigers ithese parallel pass-
. o PPy, Torety B LIENER Sy . hrk
ages inter L in ¢ re-Exilic prophetic wWorks by post-
Bxilic vriters dating from approximately this GreexX period,
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of Psalms as "messianic", se¢ ng to w that the
formed the central point of the religicus interest

Ye

-
.

szianic hope

of the commun-

orl ng an
22, 35, 57,

and 144,

for the restoration of the Davidic dynesty, that is,the appearance
of the Messianic Kings: 18, 72, 8¢, 132. The belief and trust in a
Messianic future may be expressed, also, without the dilkct peal
tc God r deliverance; in such a category, Stade includes Psalus:
GO, 68, 75, 77, 96, 3102, 113, 135, 138, 140, 14%. Along with the
Toregoing 36 Poalmwe of expressively Messienic refererice, Stade finds
fifty-two others whieh contain & gencral uttersiice on the subjeect,
Anothier group of Psalus shows how deeply suffusc itk the Messian-
ic idea, was the religious thought ol the ti ¥ the writing of
uch Bsalms., This is a ceollection'of Fsalue in widch the writers
have actually transnorte theugelves to the Mescianic shorep; in

the many-oared galley of their féney. 1Indeed it is a variely of
werratives, coneerning the Messionic expectation; which these
Psaluis portray. Some describe the appearsrce of the universal
Judge, others paint the actual judgnent, still others depict the
triwnphant entry of Jahveh into the Temple, after executiocn of

the Judgment, or the new conditions, wiich are eifected vhereby,

In this group, Stadc includes 2, § £f, 18, 2426 48, 58, 76, 82,
23, 97-99, 110, and Chopter III of Habbakuk,

Stade interprets as c:é%ioluglcal ell that is generally cap-
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ever, one must take into accouit the fact that the individual
Pgalnme arose out of varicus situations and were often written

for definite purposes which night vary for different authors.

& gingle peint of wview, Crie 1must cons r the distinctive git-
-
vations under which the individual Psalms were written. It is

probabdle
gleo cuite pessible--az Bertholet points cut--that Messisnic in-

Psalme in Stade's list. The cquestion is not strictly spe& ing,
gernane to our subject, We conclude that meny of the so-c:.lled
escrtol gicel expreesions are really not such. The fact of their
Mesziaric nature remaineg, however, and does throw light on the in-
tensity of the hope in the advernt of better days--ihe inculcation
of 2 Megeianic era, which wes extant in this pericd, in the minds

arid hearts of

]

eaders and pcople.

here remains for consideration the smell "book™ of Obadiah--
comprising twenty-one verses--and Chapters XXIV--XXVII of the

Pock of Isaiah., Both these writings mey be placed in the sane
cetegory of doubt as to tieir date, and homogeneity of content, so

that they make little contribution to the unity oi our subject

The Book of Cbadiah is very similar to Chapter XXXIV of

i

Isaialh having for its subject the ruin ¢f Edom, and & denunci-

ation of that people for their exultation over the distress of
Jerusalem, By rejoicing over Judah's misery they have become as

crne of its oprressors, therefore it shall be dene unto them(Edom)
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even as they have done, for Jahweh is about to execute judgment
is to be restored, to
rsal doom is that "saviocurs

shdll come up on Mt. Zion to judge the Mt. of Esau" and then “the

kingdom shall belong to Jahweh",
hapters XXIV-XXVII of Isziah present an entirely new festure-
the first ocalyptic product in the old Testament, dealing with
7/ &
escdto.cgical notions, ressurection, annihilation of "Leviathan
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ied by some critics with Jerusalean itself--but more likely
by John Hyrcanus

places the writing
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turn to worship J eh in His hol nizin a2t rusalen, The
~ - p | - o “r
csufferings of Isrzel hLave been a fzilierly chasiisement ci sins,

viiich are now for given. The features of the Day of Judgment
P
: 1 L™ L i S s gl + -
extend beyond the natural world; Jahweh will punish Lot oniy

high ones on high"--perhaps a reference ilothe gods of the nations,

PR
120. Buttenwieser




cemerations shall be resiorec te life 1o sha ;-eﬁ‘ = deliverance of
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Isrzel. I the new age Iken shall 110 longer clies e Laill
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125, Isaiah XXIV, 21,
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We have seen, thal in Ezekiel, Hagpai, and Zecharian,

-
Y nr s

~
7 -
Lo Lol

de

£ placed side of

the new Isrzel. 1In Joel and Melachi, the priests

Thie tendency to exalt the priest in the pictures of

ture is a natural reflection of the sufremacy of the

the priest

ince a8 ar outstanding personality ;

appear alone,
the ideal fu-

priesthood,

eand of the import:znce of the Temple and its ritusl, in post-Exilic

literature,

To each of the prophets--according to the conditicns of his

time--certain features of the future stocd out.

Mo
-

ticularly lacked, the future would provide,

What the present

The same principle

nod motivated the far loftier utterances ¢f the major prophete of
rre-Bxilic times. To Isaiah, the future promised 1:3- rerfect--tem-
poral--ruler, divinely inspired, who would be different from the
vacillating, unrelinble king with vwhom he had to desl at the court
ot Jerusalem. To Jerewmiah, a Mepsianic Age meani the actualizat-
ion of pﬁrséral religion--religion as an inverd revelstion written
éeen in every man'ts heart. To all of them, the Messianic hope

ap such wae & yesult of Yaith in the indestructible character of
Israel, and of God's covenant with it. As Dr. Buttenwieser sa
concisely expresses the difference beiween pre-and post-Exilic
128
hope, with the great major (pre-Exilic)prophets it was &
piritual conception of ideal govermaent; the Mestianic Hope of
sost=Exilic times was zn “imperialistic dreamn®, -
Fgr us, all the prophels are in thkis connection important for
the practiczl service they rendered at crises in the mstory ol |
evealed religion. The events of the world were IfTollowed Wiin

nxicus curiosity. When & stomn gatfiersd on The politicailsRorison:
here men vere able to flimpse and present its silver TiningOr

X " "

128. "Prophets of Israels p. 271
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the faith and hope of Isrzel through the gloom of the exile, and

L - o T A oA Fra Tae e T e g ) Ay .
il was due Uo their successors that it was not E;.ul;;.‘u_lﬁﬂeﬁa'

the distress and disappcintuent of the years following the return,

- ~&plo s Brapesa

168478
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