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il APPLIClTIOlf OF ]l)JZRI EDUCATIOllAL THEC:llY TO THB PROBLD or ORlllTAt'IE 

AID lftmRil'lllG ADULTS llTO lfODBRJI JEWISH LIFB. 

lntroduotion 

... The Probl .. 

Tb• per•iatent problem of tbe Rabbi i• to bring the .i .. into nlatioD­

•hip with .J.-iah lite. Before hia •tua4. on the one hand, a group ot .i .... __,- of 

wb• u• intereatH on17 periterall7. it at all. in thbc• J..S.ah, ad, Oil tm ~r 
hand. a heritc• of .J-18h oulture wbioh ooulcl enrioh their liw•, Ul4 a olut•r ot 

J-1.•h probl_. and current aotirtti••· It i• the Rabbi•• .. jor tuk to tue tbe• 

two •l .. nt• into one. Thia ia what h aeant by tlw reri.taliaation ot J..tah lite. 

Wow tho• Rabbi• who haw dedioatecl tlwaHlw• ewn aoat earneati,. to 

tbia goal~ mt with great 41.tn.oultie•s tbe7 haw otten expended a great uount 

ot ettort. tuul 7et haw reoeind but a •acer return. Coagregaata per•iat in their 

indiftereaoe, intellipat lea&ler• oontinm to obM~'· ~ J-1ah lite troa tM aarrow 

corridor ot cbarit7-C1Ti.ng, and ...._, ot tho• 1lbo do adopt the ...., eatiriti•• haw 

no profound. under.ta~ ot tMa. 

Th• reaaona tor failure in the attapt to rnitali .. JMri•h lit• are, 

of oourH, ocmplez. Yet it 1• poaaible to iaolat• two faotor•, which an partioUi­

larq u•tul aiaoe they ar• nbjeot to aoclitioation. ID pert, the failure 1• pro­

bably cl• to a laolc of a ol•ar oonoeptioo on tlw part ot the Iabbia ot the coal• 
wh1oh th., an ... king to attain. It th••• goal• are not enTi•ioned in their rela­

t10118hip to the totalit, ot J-18h lit• which he h attempting to further, u .. 11 

u in their relnaaoe to the particular probl ... ot the illdiriclual• 1lh4a be atri••• 

to •rn, the Illbbi aut olearl7 be bandioapped ill hi• ettorta. SeoondlJ. tha t'&il­

v.r• ia oertainl7 clue ill large •uur• to the taot that Mllbera ot oongnp.tioaa do 

not han a elear un&leratan41Dg of tbe purpo••• whioh guide tha b.blti'• aot1Yit7, a4 

rNn leaa clo tbey haw a wbole-h•aried ideatitication with tbe• purpo•• • tlaat 

tbeJ beoo.e their own objeotin•, too. Tb• Jlabbi r .. 1. a great ued tor a Colle&• 

ot J4'Whh studie•, be put• a great deal of energJ tilll9organia1Jlg ou. Bat th• ooagre­

gation teell no need, and tlw attendanoe i• a •r• h8JUltul. !be Rabbi organi•• • 

Jniah Singing Club. Hi• •olcl reliable•• atten4. But the oongregatloD u •whole 
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wondera, "Wh¥ do we need a cl••• in Jewish aong•T• And it at919at hOlll9 to li•t•n 

to Eddie Cantor. Aoti'riti•• •arnestq tunhered b7 the Rabbi tail beoaue a hncla· 

aental educational prinoiple haa been neglected, naael7 that the introduotian ot 

any nn aot1'riey au.t be prooeett.d b7 adequate JIDtiw.tion. Detore the Rabbi ou 

HooHd 1D leading people to enrich their liwa Jniahly, be aut lead tba to 

want to eo enriob their 11 w•. 

B. The Propo•ed Solution 

It 18 the purpo•• ot thie theaia to help re•q the• two det•ctawhioh 

haw blocbd. the Rabbi•• aohi• .... nt• in hia endeaTOn to re'ritali&• Judaia. It 

propo"• to oorreot the tint deteot by defining clearly, and in rebtion to J-18h 

lite a• a wbol•• the objeotiwa whioh can be employed in the enriolment of J-1.ah 

lite. It propo .. • to r_.q the •oond detio1enc7 by dewloping mi etteotiw teob­

niqu• of •ti..atiQg J-1.•h achalt• ao that the•• objectiw• will beocm9 their OWD 

intimate prH8i.Dg purpo•••• 

Th• method of arriTing at the" objeotiwa will be to oonaider tM pro­

poaal• which ..arioue i'epre•ntatiw leaden of Jniah thought haw •uggested a1 

•ana ot •nriohing oonteapora17 Judai•. (W• are concerned tor the mo•t part with 

Retora &'udaia.) Th•" w ahall analyse and organise in their relation1hip to 

J-18h lite u a whole. 

Th• •thocl by whioh we propoH to J10t1Tate the adult• ia a 1tuq oourH .. 
concerned with •The Probl ... ot Modern .Jewi•h Lite.• It 1e through tbia oourae that .. 
,.. 8hall attempt to applJ' the principle• ot aodern educational theory to tb9 problea 

ot integrating the J.. into a rioher Jniah lite. 87 a conaideratioll of the• prin­

ciple a and an application ot th .... hope to make our technique u etteotiw u poa­

aibl•. In beping with the• prinoiplea, the oourH propoMa to begin by a ooaaider­

ation of the 1-diat• probl .. whioh tbe participant• in th• oour• alreact;y tMl u 

J••• It then propoeea to lead them to a atudJ' ot the taota whioh will help tbea 

to ooaprehend tm eaaenoe ot •• probl .. 1 then to stimulate th• to think through tne 

the probl .. tor th .... 1-..a, oriticall.7 9Valuating the auggHtiona .ad9 tor ita solu­

tion, and auggeatingtbliir awn 1olutiona when tho• ottered •em inadequate. !hen the 

oour•• propoaH to engaget19.a. tmaediately ill aoti'rit7 oonoerud with that prcJ:>l .. b7 



organising oomnitt••• whioh will turther actiTitiea already in progre11 or organise 

n.w projeot1. always in keeping with the 1olutiona arriTed at through the delibera­

tions ot the group. Th• oourae proposes to initiate them into aotiTitiea oonoernecl 

with all ot the objectiTea which we shall a.termine. by a aequential method ot hari.Dg 

ilmlediate probl ... raise the 110r• subtle and remote problema aa •l• .. nta inTOlTed in 

tbe solution ot th• ton.r. Thu the course d:"IS to sustain the concern for the 

pr•1aing probl ... ot Jewiah life. in order to aake perfectly clear the relation ot 

current Jewiah actiTit7 to theH probl.... By thie total prooedure it ia hoped that 

the adult will be thorougbq .otiTated toward the diltined objectiT••· 

c. The Ad-nnt9ge1 ot the Propoaecl Solution 

At the preMnt tiae llabbil attempt to 110tiTate adult• toward JMriah uti­

Tity largely through the Hraon. low. while the •naon is an etteotiTe dnioe tor 

imparting religious inspiration • .thioal guidance. and nm gemral ma11rl•dg•. it bu ~ 

herent nakm1aea wbioh de.troy it• ettectinneH aaa .t.o1mti4ue tcrthe mtiTatSon t:I acti­

rlty. The -thod ot th• etwty course. on tb• other bend. 11 1trong in the Tery plac•• 

where the ••rmon 11 ... ale. Th• 1tuq course can impr••s the importance ot a probl• 

upon an incliTidual by sustaining the consideration or it o.,..r a periocl of aan,y ... ka; 

the 1•111Dn aut hurrJ along and preaent not .. rely the problea but a aati d}'ing eolu­

tion to th• probl• in l••• then a hour•a tu.. Becauee it is part ot a HrTioe 

which aial at th• atta.1..-nt ot paycbological peace. the .. J'JIOn• tor all it• proW ... 

muet concern it•lt largely with learlng the Jlind untroubleda the etud;y oourH. tree 

troa tu MrTice, oan ooneietently l••T• the aind troubled with a Tital concern. 

Secondly, the 1tud,y oowee places reeponaibility upon the ooagregant himaelt' to reacl 

the literature and to tind the 1olution. It i• hi• taak and hia probl... It i• hi• - -
decilion which oarri•• him into th• aotiTity whioh u ha• propoNd. In the Hl'llOlli• -
method. th• Whole thing is the atteir ot the Rabbi. Thirdly, the atudy oourN giw• 

each -ber th• opportunity to ..-oioe hil indiTidual opinion in dieouHiona with tbe 

Rabbi and with the other -.bers. Thus t he cour&• gin• th• Rabbi peculiar opportua­

ity to relate the aotiTities of Jewish life to the personel probleas Of hil 0011&1'8-

gants. In the aermonic method. the opi#ions ot indiTidual congreganta are irrel8Tuta 

they can either accept or reject what the Rabbi h9s •aid. and unfortunately they otteA 

do neither. Fourthly. the ooncluaiona that are reached me.lee a real ditterenoe. for 



they detenaine the nature ot the aotiTity wbioh i• to begin imlldiately. !be p1aoe 

ot the .. raon in the .. rrloe has prevented its u.. a• a stimulus to aothity •Aioh 1• 

to be organia•d 1-diatel7 tollmring; therefore in this aen.ee the .. 1'110ll ,...,..r JU.ke• 

any ditterenoe. Pinall7. in it• general approaoh, through starting with 1-cliate 

pr••aing probl... ot J... an4 throwing r••pon•ibility tor their solution upon the 

indirldual participant•• the .tuq oovM ahould pro.,. ohalleaging to all intelligent 

and aotiT• .i .... nd •7 tberetor• nob a re•pon.e troa Ull,J 1lbom the HrJIOll 001114 

not intluenoe, either beotlUH tbe7 haft stopped ocming to .. nioe• or beouwe tbe7 

are unre•poulft to the 4idactio•wi~cratio method ot the Hr.on. 

D. !be Prooedur• ot the Tbesi• 

Th• tb9•1• Will be diTided into tour ohapt•r•. !be first Will preHnt 

' and explain the eduoatioaal prinoipl•• •pon whioh th• thesis is ba•4• and it will 

ahow how tbe• ecluoational prinoipl•• are to be embodied in the working oat of the 

thed•. n. •oond wU1 analyse the writing a ot modern student a ot Judai• .nd or­

ganize their •QCP•tiou wbioh will sen• •• objectiT•• to be aohined for th• r•­

Titalhatlon ot .Judai•• Th•• tb9n will b•oo• tu ena toward wbiala tbe stuq 

courH will ala. Th• third obapter Will explai.D ill detail the teehnique to be fol­

low4 ill tbe oov• a and. it will in4icate how the oourH 911bod1•• both th• educational 

prlnoipl•• and tbll objectlTB•. 21!- final obapter will present tbll oourN it•lt • 

giTing the .. ttillg of the probl ... , the •pecitio reading•. and elaborated auggestion• 

ot the antioipated outoo••• whioh Will help the disouasion leaCS.r in his guidanoe 

ot the oourH an4 in bis direction to ~her actiTity. 
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Chapter I• The Bducational Prinoipl•• upon 11biob tM Tbeai• 1• Baaed. 

I. Th• Claritication ot Aiu 

It h an obrlou• axioa that .. au.t know where .. are going it w are 

to get there. So it i• the nry presupposition ot all educational theol'J' tbat w 

au•t clarity our dma betor• embarking upon any educational actirlty. !h• entire ot 

Chapter II, which h to preoede t he course proper, will be deToted to tllit - applicati• 

ot tbh prinoiple. There i• no need to enlarge upon it at this point. 

II. Pour Related Principle• .. 
•• th• r,1t .. ed 

Tbe edlloational prinoipl• whiob gin• this whole project it• raiHn d'etre 

h that ot the •telt .. .a.• Buentiall7 it .tat•• that aotirlti.a or learning• ahould 

be introduoed onq after the learmr bu beoomt ooaaoioua ot tbe Med tor tb• in aooa.­

pli IAing eo• d.8aire4 parpoM. Thia prinoiple ia pre•ented in ita rillpleat tona in 

•11 .. ntaJ'J' Prinoiplea of Bd.uoatioa• by B. L. 'f!:loradib and uthur I. Oate•s •!he 

chief prinoiplea o0ll09rmcl in the optima plaonent of a tact or akill haft b._ pre­

Hnted or nggeated in the preoediQg diaouaaion ot the distribution ot Hhooling. Tb9T 

ris•d .. tollcnras 

1) Ottwr thing• being equal, introduoe a taot or akill at the time or jut before 

the t1- it oan be used in acmie Hrlceable ~· Thie ia t be criterion of _.4. -
2) Other thi-.ga being equal, introduoe a taot or skill whm tb9 learMr i• ooa­

aoioua ot the ••d tor it •• a •am ot aathtying ao• uaetul purpoae. Thia 

•1' be oalled tlw criterion ot the felt • ecl.•(l) 

Th• penalty tor th• failure to apply auob a principle ia thl!lt DO reapoue 

ii aeoured and the attempt to educate or intluenoe ia truatratecl. !hua Willi• B. nl­

patriolc aqa that •any plan of eduoational prooedure whiob doea not a1a oonaoio11117 u4 

inaiatentl7 at HouriQg an utili&ing rlgoroua pgrpoaing oa -.bl pvt d tbe ,..Ua ia 

founded easentially on an 1.netf'eotiw and unfruitful buia.•(lf(Wh• tbe wii:era ,..._ w 

quote speak ot •pupila• and •children• they do •o only beoauM their books are oonoernecl 

prilllar1l7 with children. The s ... principl .. whiob .. quote hold •qualq for 811l11lta.) 

Indeed, H.B. and G.M. Wilson point to this as the buic ahortocming of our aoboola.(3) 

John Dewey relates the •relt need• to the question of interest: •The gen-
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uine principle ot interest ie the principle of the recognised i4entit7 of the taot to 

be learmd or the action proposed With the growing Hlt; that it li•• in the 41.reotion 

ot the agent•• own growth. and ia. theret'ore. imperiously deallnded. it the agent h to 

be bi&Hlt .•(4) 

It a •telt neecl" maet be the eource of all aucoeaaf'ul program• ot actiYi· 

t7. it particularly mast be the beginning ot all ettort1 to nob the actirlty of thought, 

1>91NJ. 1n hia elude •11ow W• llU.nk• • ..ic.e thi1 perfectly clearr -.. aay r•oapi~t• 

by 1qing that the origin of thinking ie ~ perplexity. contusion. or doubt. Think-

ing ia not • cue ot epontaneou coJlbuetions it doee not ooour juet on •general prin· 

oiplea•. There ie aoaetbing apeoitio which ooouion1 and none it1. General appeals 

to a child (or to • growa-up) to think. irreapeotin ot the exi1tenoe in hie awn ezper­

ience ot 1ome 4ilticulty that trouble• hia 1111d di1turba hie equilibrium. are •• tutil• 

as adTice to lift hiaa•lt b7 hie bootetrapa.•(6) H• goea on to indicate thBt the tir1t 

ot the •11w distinct step• in reflection• i• •a felt dif1'1culty. •(a) Indeed. without 

this etep th•r• ia no thtnHngi •1n1truction in aubjeot-•tter that doee not tit into 

~ probl .. alrea~ atirring in the atuclent•a own experience or that i1 not preaented 

in saah awq a1 to •ouH a probl•• ia worae than ueel••• tor intellectual purpoMa.•(1; 

Pinal.17. "felt naec.11• not only gain the actirlty desired. but tencl to pro­

duce a feeling ot aatiataotion at the oon81Dlltltion ot such eotirlty. tor it will baTe 

aolT•d the initial probl•a. Thia ie indicated by Tborndikes "PurpoliTe beharlor 11 the 

most important cue of the influence ot the et1:itude or eet or adju1t.nt of an organ­

i• in detenlining (1) which bond• lhall act and (2) which reeulta lhall 1atiaf7.•(e) 

In general our first principle ineista that aoth1.ty cannot be aroue4 

without tirat etimuleting a genuine hunger tor it. nor thought. without '1le conaaiou­

neaa of a Tital prob1-. It ii perfectly futile to vge that •!hie ii the ~· to 

people who feel no need to go anphere. Yet thi1 ia the peraiatent error of ~ 

actiTiti••: 1olutions are of'fered before the question• are deepl~ stirred, 8114 •al• are 

prepared tor guest• who han no appetite. It 1a preciaely to re~ thia deteot that n 

are con1truoting our whole project in aotiTation. 

B. Th• P1ychological Approach 

CloHly related to the principle of the •felt need• ia that of th• 

"psychological approach". It state1 that ~ instruction muat begin in 1uch a wq 
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a.s to be in harmony with the particula.r state of development_, interest, and attitude 

of the learner. Chapman and Counts clari.fy this principle: n1n order that the pupil 

ma.y be brought to see the signUica.nce of' the material it is necess.ary to consider his 

point of departure, his contacts, his in-barest:, e.nd his oapabili'bies. '.l.'he le>gical me­

thod must give way to the psychological mode of approach. In the :i.ni'l:;ial 

is not so much a teacher of org;aniz.ed bodies of knowledge as e. teacher o:f' 

There is no desire to make any ultimate distinction between the psychological and the 

logical; this is not the point at issue... 'l'he pysch.ological will le ad. to the 

or it is worthless; but the manner of approach and the general organization of' the 

ial of instruction, using the first method, will differ considerably from that employed 

in the strict logice.l presentation." (9) Kilpatrick sums it up briefly: 11 The psychologi· 1 

cal order is the order of experience, of discovery, and consequently of learning. The 

logical order is the order of arranging for subsequent use."(10) 

The psychological approach is bas.ed upon the fact of apperception, "that 

we assimilate new material with what we h9.ve digested and retained from prior @;xperi­

enoes, 11 a.s John Dewey defines it. ( ll) He goes on to show its application: 11 
•• materia.l 

furnished by communication m.uS'b be such as to enter into some existing sys·bem 01" organi ... 

i.ation of experience ••• Now the 1 apperceptive bas;is' 1 o:f.' material furnished by teacher 

and taxt .. book should be found, as far as possible, in what the lee.rne(ha.s derived from 

more direct forms of nis own e:x:periences. 11 (11) 

We shall apply the p~'yohologica.l approach in our course by beginning wi·bh 

problems that are already intimate and pressingto our participants. Indeed, these will 

have an 'apperceptive basis• in their personal experiences (such as those related to 

social and economic discrimination). And :l.n order tha:b they may see their own lives 

from a more critical viewpoirrb and from a larger perspeotiveJ we shall include in the 

beginning, literature tha·t depicts lives such as theirs in rela:bion to their tJewish 

group. We shall try to find such depiction as is bo'l;h sympathetic and objective. For, 

in order to convert people who are inactive Jewishly and yet are a.elf-satisfied with 

·their rele.tionship, to a less satisfied and more activ& attachment, we should introduce 

the new e.:btitudes in such a way as to "harmonize most fully with the level and type of 

emotions, tastes, :i.nstinctive and volitional dispositions most e.ctive at the time.
11 

(.As 'rhornd:i.ke defines M.s· 11 criterion of tempers.mental abilityu.(1)) ~ __ .. ..._ _____ _ 



• 
!'be pa;yobologioal approach i• oontinl1oualy applied b7 the priaoiple or 

taoilitation. b7 whioh Tborndib mean• that a taot or akill aboald be illtrocluecl "wbeA 

it ia aoat tull7 tao111tated by i-diately preceding l•arninga and when it will llOat 

tulq taoilitate learning• wbioh are to tollow. •(12) OUr oov• will therefore haw 

••oh probl .. tlcnring out or th• preoeding and eTOking and illaainatillg th• nbeeq•nt 

c. stud8nt Deoiaion 

It aot1Tit7 oan be initiated by the participant• theaael••• .. not onl.7 

haft proor that it hu been properly mti•ated but •• ha•• an additional tactor that 

intenaiti•• that motiT&tion. th• taotor ot peraonal reapoDaibility. Th• ego lik•• to 

prOT• itaelt oorreot. and the taot that it hu itMlf hade a propoaal ia ipao facto u 

urge towvd ccapletillg it a110oeaatull7. Thia ia in ueping with Kilpatrick'• .aphaaia 

OD pupil obooaing in hi• ahapter on Int•r•at• in •po\llldationa or .. thocl. • {lS) To appl7 

thia principle •• ahall attnpt to ao organise our aaterial that th• apecifio objeot1Tea 

whlob we Met will now ao directly out ot the probl... considered that the laymn tbea­

sel ••• will aagge.t their adoption. 

Thi• h. ot oourM • an ideal and .. cannot hope tor complete aucoeaa in 

it. Kilptttrict hia•lt indioatH ita liaitationas 

•u 7011 atreH ahild d.eciaiona ao 1111ah wtv b&Te a t ... ober1 Ha•• 
you any place left ror th• teeohert 

I moat oertainly do b&Te a place tor the teaoher... Tbe teacher 

guidea, tirat in the malcing of aboice• ed aeconcl in th• purauit or •-· It Me4, b•• 

the teacher Will OOllXll&Dll or retuM u ooouion demands •• •• 

Then the auggeation might oome trom th• teaoher end the ohild 

still purpoM t be aatter in the a•nae you 110at w1•h1 

Quit• ao... so tar. all that •• haft olaiaed Will be •t• it 

the child whole-heartedly accwpta 11nd adopta th• teaohvr ' • ~ation.•(1•) 

Thua if the auggeationa do DO" oo.- troa ..h• partioipmR• th .... 1.,.a. it 

is yet satiataotory tor th• lead.er to auggeat the•• prorided the whole preparlltion up 

to "hat point baa made i he participant• re1t.q toedopt the auggeationa aa their omn. 

u coming out ot th• work aa .._ whole, whioh they haTe jointly oreated. 
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D. Funotioning lnowledg• 

Finally• our oourae aa a whole auat attempt to eJlbod,y the g .... ral prill­

cipl• that •Jcno•l•dg• oan neY"r be in itself an end or teactting. It ia not that ti. 

child JU.Y han lmolrl•dg• •r•ly. but that he shall ha•• know.ledge which will tunotion.•(u 

Thia will be oarried oat 1D two .. ,. •• . 1'1r.,t. , the intoniatioaa._ will .be ;iJit~\IOH oaaq.-. 

it oan ruuti• iil WiniDg ~ il1a1Datlac the apessi.tto ps11>b1Au ~1'hat haft "9ll ra18@4. 

Dd. eeco1M117 • . the *bole--. picture. that ia loi'atcl will :not ;:be .u eD4 iA: itMlf, bat will 
pat ~t• iaplioatione 

be carrle4l .into 1-cliate application bJ the tonu.ticm ot ooi•ittffa to/ into etfeot. 

III. Lbdtationa ot the CovH 

Our OO\ll'H haa oertain detinit• limitations. '.l'h• tirat ia iapo .. cl bJ the 

nature ot the probl .. ••,.. haw detimcl it. Oar problem ia not to •tiYate all of ayn­

agogul. lit•• but to J10tiYate the ohangea whioh thinker• bopt to introcluc• in order to 

quioun ita inl'luenoe. Thu aotiTiti•• whion alread7 haw tltieir aoti•ation in the fora 

ot aooepted attlttade•• auoh aa coming to T•pl• in gemral. 11>r Hilding om•a ohildr•n to 

Sundq School in general. will not be approaohed from the po:l.nt ot new ot initiating 

auoh aotiritiea.· but f'ra. standpoint ot enlarging the•• or aidoptiag n .. attitl&M• toward . 
thea. 1lo aharp olea•ag• 1• intended• aimpl7 that our •phas:l.a will be upon the chang••• 

Our aeooncl lillltation ia 1-poaed. by the taot t lbat we are reatrioting<'our 

project to the ginag ot a ot-111'••· !hi• aean• that our Mti•ration au.t be confined to 

rational u!' intellectual motintion. '!'bat other trpea .q lbe •ployed u 1'911. and 

should be eaplopd •h•r• poaaibl•• ia olrrioua. fhua a trip 'through Bur ope and to Palea­

tille aight iutill a greater •ti Yation toward Zioni• anc1 ai11 identitioation with the 

Jewiah people than acoov .. would. Th• produotion of a J-111h play may eTOD m vge 

toward the oulti•ation ot Jewiah art. or an exhibit ot J-1alti handiwork. Tlait• to 

youth olub& aay elioit interest• in im;enaitied Jftiah .tud,y. Tbeae ancl other clinr• 
. 

actirltiea oan oertainly be •ployed tor motiYation. Boftft1r .... are .-pell•4 to 

reatriot our study to one pha .. : the intellectualiatio. 

With regard to material a•ailabl• tor pre .. nt~tion in the cour ... there 

are dao limitst ions. There are. tor example tielda ot Jewi1ah lit• that haw arnr be• 

explore .. auoh aa what i a the taotuAl relationship between aictiT• identitioation with 

the Jewish group ancl payohoaea aaong J-•· Where -.teriala 1ar• lacking in auob a aanner 

as to impede aerioualy the progreaa of the oourH ... shall i 111clicat• that lack. 
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!hen there ia a practioal liaitation upon tu buio theoretical pr~­

cipl• underlying the courH. The principle is that activity should be introduced onl.T 

in responH to a felt need. The fact 1a that mM.y ot the ct.aired actirltiea whioh w 

ahal.l attempt to moti-ut•. ban already been introduoed. or courH they aboulcl not 

be cHmontinuecl while thia prooesa ot motiTation ocours. Hownr • aa the Tarioua 

comdtt••• ot aation are organised. tb97 will enter into these actiTitiea with tu 

purpo1e ot 1trengtbening tb•• po1aibly altering and expancling tt-a. alwqs with the 

aiJa of 1ecuriag a greater support tor tbea. 1'bua. even tbough1. the impaot ot .otiTation 

-.y not ba•• preoeacl th• introduction ot the actirlt7. it will yet pr•o•de the intro­

duction ot tbe I• Deal in this actiTit7. 

Tb•r• ia. finalq. another limitation. which modesty and experience 

oompell ua to enunciate. It ia that. although the courH ia eo cleaignecl aa to appeal 

to all ot the aembera of a congregation. certain factors ...y pr•Tent the whole group 

from attending it. Yet it ia poseible tor the study cour• to motiTaU:lfdw •nt'-r• 

congregation. For. it the leader• ot actiTity and of thought are eapeoially induced 

and brought into the ~our•• end it th97 are won offr. the the sentU.nt of the wbolo 

congregation will incline in their direction and tend to be g\licled by their leadership. 

Thia can be effected particularly by the oomaittees t hat will be organised; tor then 

will include congrege.nta wbc W9re not able to attend. the oour••• and they will be direct­

ly influenced by the leaders ot the c~ttees who will in general be participant•. 

Thua our final limit"tion. in.tead at being an obetacl•• turna out to be a oballage 

t~r ettectin initial motiT&tion in the courH. in order that ita intluenoe ~ apreacl 

beyond ita original apbere. 
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Claapter n. o.ter-tnhag tbe Objeot1w• tor tbt Co••· 

lefor• ... oaa prepare oar ooar ..... •.t 4etermn. tile ob~et1ft• 

w cledr• to attala tllrollCb tt. 1a uoordtmee With the prinelpl• ot •om1.t1oatioa 

ot aiaa.• in41•t.4 1a Chapter 1. P9&9 I. 81noe tile oov .. 1• to be ot praet1oal 
I 

ue to •• worJDac toc!q in tM J..t.• t1•14. th• objeetiw• ..... ~ ~· 

& OOllpl'eUUlW --- Of O&aNat pl'Ogl'W for iaoreUia& the ntal.1~ ot J1111&1• la 

.U.r1oa. AA eftort ... tlil'Mtetl tOllU'4 fla41JIC tbt oon .. •• of th•M prGp" •• 

~ tbq ere .... •d8r ..,. or 'lfbether tlae7 .... u 7et theoHtloal. -4 tile• 

ftn41ng• w1U be Ci.Tea preHatq. It 1• the .. mw 4il'•et1ona la whiell l• ... r• ell 

Retora Jflft7 (u ... 11 u - Coa•nd:lw leader•. and •tud8at• of J-S.m affair•) 

are 8tr1Tille to 4lreet J•dai• to.sq. whioh will Mt the goal• tor our oov•. 

J. !he lul• of l•l•etion of tbt llaterW 

a. 9"1•1••· boob. ad ., .... *1ela ........... tile ..tel'ial la 

wldoh ... ..ict t1M taa.ee ._ dbeet1 .... • 1• la pmral. tlaat 11h1• oom• _..r 

th• ~ f//l "9nluitt.w ot a.fora W•• • for tlle ..a ot ...,in-... tM 

•terial tom4 wu UHIDlcl tlga1a.8' the 'biblioP"•pll\J prepancl bf Dr. Jlarou • 

-..uc1oa•(Leotve a •• in b1a 1711.abu of Lecstare•. llodera J-S.ala B1.to17. ~r• 

Uaioa College}• ftm• all tbe •tel'ial *1ola M i.atioatea wu inel•d84 it it tell 

aader 011r c-•ral oatecol'J• Tb• .. terial wa• •illilarq obeebcl apsnat tbt blllll• 

ograpbi•• inol•de4 in the two •.t reoeat •t•die• of •fora Jucsai•s Be17l ~·a 

!•fora J•4&i• la AMrioa. an4 s-1 Dinia'e Jadaia la a Ch•ngtag 4,;inllaatloa. 

c. IDtronetion to the Piadiaga 

It Ue>1114 be Hoognisecl that tbt probl• of thi• tM•i• 1• to..,.,.... 
aatiT• p;artioipation iA the 

a 0014'• to •tlftt. U11lt• tonr47ettort• tlaat are beia& •cle to nritali• J..ull 

lite. Thu ... -.at" 0080R'll94 primariq With oertala ....... t.Mt •• -- 1•la'te4. 

Libwi•• the .t1ltnt• ot J•dai• wboa ... at1alle4...,.. g1Tille nal•ciou ... erltlqaea 

of Retora. an4 ... r• therefor• 11tel7 to point on ...... -4 ... ..-1w.. 9197 -14 

1a ._. oue• be w .... 4 •troatler thh•b1'•' 1a Juda.1-. Por 'botb ot tM• ......... it 



the attihdlta of awr.ge aetora leU.ra. !'MT •IMMald. ratlaer be repr9Matatlw d 

the frostier tld.almre. 

It la th•ntor• liDlJ' tlaat -av will cliacn• witll tile• - ... '9lieft 

that their ngemtime torebodll DOt tm r-..oeaoe bwt tile dieatb of J•dala. It le 

aot u. JNl'P9 .. et tile iih•ai• to .s.t .. 4 or la _,. 11117 jut1JY tile tiDd•nca, Rt •illplJ' 

to wlJ' .. act •l•l4ate ~ ror tboH wlao feel that J•dai• .-.14 ..a W'ter-' 

ohugea or lnt ... itloatiou, ~- ._ e4uoatioaal primiplea *1ola ~-~ 

aee4 hr a projMt noll u w are er•thc, uul wbiah ..- ,..,. ... ita eout....nioa, 

are equ.117 appli.itle, altlaoacb of oov• tile projeft would rebaq 41tt•...-, ..Wrial. 

1'he tilMlinc• an preaented 1a tlw fora of a ooaHuu. !hi• ia Jutit1•4 

bJ' tla• tut tlaat tbere l• eoaal.S.rule -er•• int _,ag t.beH t;latnnra. Wherner ~r• 

De &11tb• bu •- ......... --t tile aaaqaia la •ataatiallJ' ooneot 
ta. boq of 

tr• the tolloriD& tuts TM ..Wrl&la 19/tM tw r....t aalJ'•• of .. fora, the 
..... not .twlied 

boon of D1a1a u4 Be17l LnJ',f-tu 1ihe ~ai• pnente4 in thi• tbeaia ... al· 

reaq ..-. TM• boob t;laen pron4 to be 1a tmroagla -cr•wllt wit;la the wqaia. 

!'heJ' ..... tMa •o41•4 la tm tMa1a, u4 at oertaia polata it ia indioatecl tbat tileJ' 

nbatutiaw tM prerioua anaqaia. \ 

D. nae 1'i•"'n&• 

1. Jadai• ia in a Crl•i• 

Tber• la a large •••v• ot -cr•--nt aa to the belief that Jadal• 

todq taoe• a •lda. ·1t --14 tirat.tbea,be wll to aalJ' .. ta. all•&ed u.twe ot 

th• erlaia la or.S.r to ..n illtelligibl• tbe MW direotiona~ala tlleM t.bh•Jrwre vs• 
that' #Gdailil· eo-. ill orcl8t' to.8Ul'JllD1Ult the oriaia. 

... Bri.dltno• that th• Criai• lxiata. ••port• that at pNMllt craw pro1a-

1 .. •xi.at ill btora, o... to u troa all alua. n.,. npr••llt tM illtroclacrtloa to 
Central 

ai.at .......,. nalaatioa ot .. fora. fMJ' people tM PC•ot t:M/Collter_.. y..., .._ 
the 

an4/reporta ot i.,.n•a oontereaoea with pbl'.-a nob u "Yo11t!a l• llMtlttereat,• u4 

•rua la, ia.S.e4, tu •!R grinou .,.,t• ot J•dal• 1a our clq - tM _,....1-n 
of tb.e J.-iah will to lb·••(Jtabbi Loma 1f1tt, 1). 

A oa.prebeuln pioture la cir- bJ' Dr. llorclieoal •· lapl•a 
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•ror tJae tirat tiM ill it• oareer. Juclai .. i• ohall•ag•4 b7 the ., .. mn ncor­
oual)" •wn tbA.ll b7 the Gentile. Bownr ansioua th• aodern .J• ~ 'be to rem.la a 
.J•. be tlnda ~lt toclq ill a q'1Ud17. We.tern wlwlllat1oa ba• lt•o- u .... NU7 
to Ma u breathlag. But u la• aoquin• tlaat oinlisatioa a4 •~• Ultae4 witll 
it• ep1rit11 be t1.U •• ot b.1• J-1ah Mr1tage orOW'6t4 out or l'ftdere4 irnlenat. 
Be t••l• &boat hda.i• u llattmw Arnold telt aboat Cbrlatluit, wben a.. Ml.. ... 
ouaot 4o wi~laoat lt. w_.not 4o witla it •• it la.• 

"Tot wlaat l• Mi.lag clom to laelp tllo• 1lbo tab tllla attitude twar4 .na.daillid .r-­
ia lit• l• 1owrm4 b7 a mort-•1glit.4 -.plriol• witllout plan or progr•. tlle Metl• 
aoti'ritf Of ' 1*''11• u4 dr.ina pa8H8 U tlae bicMat eapre8aloll et J-1.ah ideall• 
an4 aob.1.-.-at. Dea w tlll'll ov attention. bomewr11 to tM 1-rdlle•• et JRiell 
Uhj t1N are terrified at the appall lag poftrtT of aplri t. 'nloH 1lbo ..Ueat • 
iatereat 1a Jadai• ~ be di'rided into two oluHas tboN wbo lift ill ta.. put11 _. 

tho• 1lbo liw on the -•t• ot tile put. ()utaicle of tbe neo-Bebraio lit•rU7 o11t­
pat ot r ... at JHI'• u4 a fw re•dable wrka b7 .J.-iab-Genu aobolara11 tber• 1• 
DOthiJll to oooaw the atJMl ot tlae enrage lntelleotual .J• wbo 1• not giftD to re­
N&reh wrk. llMla ta clODe to adftrti• or • .. 11 • Jwlab echaoation. b1lt tber• ta T97 
little to gift tbo• wbo _...r the adftrti•-•· •• It 1• thia powrtT ot aptrit 
whioh ezplataa why tlle •ldera ot opilli•• the ..Ura ot the ...., ap11 an4 the or•tora 
in tbe an•. tiDd aotbillc la Jadai• to ..,1, tMir ,.,.. .... 

•Jiot .q are tM - of gr•t iatelt.otll&l ud artolatio gift• leaTiag ua. b11t 
.... D tla• ....... of ,Ullol.7 eplrlt.4 Jwe 18 mnaoillelJ -11 ... !lao• of ov leader• 
who are r-117 latereat ill tlle oow vatioa ot J,aclai• oupt to 'be..- to r-1i• 
that th97 mbotald gin priority to the probl .. ot rea4jllatiag the apirltaal lit• of 
tbe -... 80 tllat lai• inMl'ltiaaee -.:, ..... to .. • liability a4 oom to .. reooc­
nia•cl u u lndiepeaeabl• uHt ill the eooiallaiag. h...U&lltg toroea ot ta.. preent 
wrl4. 

•1athiac wr• na 1aap,_ to Jwdai• tllaa to andllreatiate tile Mrio ..... of tbe 
ori•i• ia wbiah tt fiD4a ltMlt at tM preaeat tt.m. •(2) 

SpeakiJtC .,..itioalq ot J..S.all religiou lite lie wrlt••t 

"1lbat doe• J114ai• •• to die &ftr&p l..,..at A t• atori•• tr- tM Mok ot 
a.wt• TCml.7 r1a1Arrecl11 tM c1atJ of ltelieTillg 1:J:..• Oo4. aepiJIC ~tr• ma 
uacl abelltla_ ~IM1h11 •> ·p.-. at lean oa tile loq Dq•. ua4 aqillc la441ell 
after a a.parted parent. Ia tla• natval oov .. ot Waga~nea tn.1• t• cluti•• grow 
lrna.. Pr• tllat atate ot aillcl to tile ooaol11alon lihat Juclai• 1• altogetb9r npel'• 
fluou• ia bat ODii atep.•(a) 

Rabbi Sol-- Ooldlilila aqa a11eolatl)"s 

"TM I~ ha.a oeaMCl to be a ~ la J-1ah lite. fbl •at Tital •IMl9••ora ot 
J9r7 todaJ are illitiat .. Ul4 pmot.4 bf the '111l117U&OC1lecl'••(•) 

b. Iatan of the Cl'laie. !be t•daDI'• ill cwral tilld tbe ••--• ~ 

tb.ia o:iaia ill the tut tbat J-1.ala lite do•••t baw adeq..W Tital oollteat to 1ategratl 

the Jw withill it. ftma Boraoe lallea writ••• 
•nae Jw1 ot the United stat•• •••• 4o not pre....t tM pletve ot • tllhpatet 
aooial groap ooaaoiou of ita oorporat• p.reonalitf, allw witll a •- Jllll'POM 
an4 ._khg oat. b7 .... ot tM OU11P9Mtratl• of~ blllwt.t--.· ...a.-tat__.ir __ 
mat. tb• •ooial patterna ud apiritual 11gnitioanoe• ot an organl ... o na lit• 
at oaoe Jni.ab aact .a-rioan.•(a) 

The oaue he tinda ill ta laok ot ocmt•nt in Jni•h lih t 

"The lqllaD of th• retor..4 ••ct 1lbo baa been broacbt tap 11Dder it• teulalae• ••• 
take• Me J•dai• b7 proq. Bi• aa.ooi ation Witla b.ia te11 ...... ra ot •Ht u4 ~ 



agogue depends partly on the naturel inertia. of the human aind. which aakea for the 
least action pos1ible, partly on ~e social connections established in childhood, 
partly on th• •ulu.iTeneaa of the Gentile ••• lh• onrt point of departure tor their 
:mode of association i1 the "temple", its cul.aination is a social club. For th• re1t, 
th• actual responaibilities which a Judaist would haTe as a Judaist are dalegated to 
th• rabbia. Because hi• relgion 1• not implied in the specific action• of bia daily 
lite, tbe JUdaist ot the reformed sect grows up profoundly ignorant of the hi•to17 
and doctrine ot hie aect. ••• He is still a aember of the chosen people, although the 
election iapliea tor bi.a no particular reeuonaibilitiea, no .knowledge, no ection. 
Bia beatitude cornea as a ai.racle from the Lord and he is content to let it go at that. "(6 

Ber7l Lny concurs in this anal.)'811 and turtber quotes a moat recent statement ot the 

aue authors 

"An excellent appraiaal of the total 1ituation h made by Profenor Horace v. Kallen 
llho pointe out bow Judaiaa '8n.tltind in the aoc:Wrn world to retain ha organic !Mn• 
tity, but at the expenH ot ita rel1jTanN: •• •It consists essentially in a lighten­
ing of the Toke of the Llllf to the point where i te bearers do not know they ... auppo1ed 
to be bearing it. To be a Jud~iat of the retona aect places on the beli8T8r about a.a 
little responsibility in worship, ceremonial and conduct as a cult well can.•"('7) 

o. The hil Conaequenow to the Jflfl. lfot alone do the author• point out 

that Judaiaa ia in danger ot loaing ita lite , troa lack of content, but that diluted 

Jewilh life ha.a enl conaequenoes tor Jew1 ae indirlduale. Thea• evils a.re paychologi­

cal and oiltural. ~ohologicall7 aany J .. a fail to attain a nonaal acceptance ot the 

fact that they a.re J ... ~ : and this unavooeasful rebelliouenes 1 produce• an inner oon-

flict. CUlturally. peripheral J ... are handicapped by not being bred in a complete 

culture congenial to their teaper ... nts, llhich some thinkers maintain is essential 

to cultural creatirlty. 

In regard to the first, Rabbi Witt eqe: 

"Tber•i• .any a Jew who, if he 1• honest with himself, will tell you that be is a 
Jewa because be was born one, and the owrld compelled hia to reaain one. Such a 
Jw ia the type that everlaneti ngly cries: •Why ea I a Jn?' And be can find no 
inner motiTation or justification tor being what be ie other than the •re accidant 
ot an unpropitious birth. A group composed of such Mllbera wants to die, but, in 
a prejudiced world, cannot. It auftere troa 1nteriolity neuroses, from a tutiit• 
struggle aga.inst a brutal tat• I It ie a tragic eictn.H of the Jewiah eoull" (l) 

Dr. Kaplan subscribe• to the aeme 'fin: 

"In the aebJlti.Jae, the destruction or what we were wont to regard a• Jewiab traditions, 
Jewish standard• of duty, Jewish ideals, goes on apace. Scarcely a Jflfl to-day but 
euffere troa so• kind of mental complex, due to spiritual aelad.juat•nt ... (8) 

In regard to the second. Maurice Samuel write•: 

"The dissolution of old bonds has left the Jewish youth without a bold on lite, and 
•• like the youth ot other people• - though with more disastrous completeneaa - it 
baa found no substitute for the rejected relationahips. The r e is an i.JlatinctiT• 
hunger for faith, and there is &t hand the material for its satisfaction. But the 
Jewish youth i• preTented troa relienng its distress by an acute intellectual ahllme-



15 

f acedneas . It has been bullied inot the b l ief tnat race and t radition. n~ ~ ion and 
faith, are wor ds not to be found in t he dictionary of the intellectual . This is the 
inhibit ion •l>hi cb is choking the life-instinct in the Jewish youth. 

•And this is the situation which has eocoura~ed me to write this book . All I haTe 
sought to do is ~o dissolTe the inhibition whicb prevents creat iTe longings and emo­
tions from finding fruitful utter ance .• (9) 

In the a8111e Teln Ludwig Lewisohn pl e ads : 

•1he loftiest sage. whose works ul timRtel y speak to all ml1Jllc1nd, ii deeply and in­
extricably rooted in nis historic soil . eTen as the highest works of the hwnen iaagi­
nation are forever integrated with t he consciousness of the folk froa which they arose • 
• •• 1be conclusion 9hen which my contact with Jews justified and confirmed we.a ~his: 
to rise f r cm. lllY leek and confusion into a truly humf!D life, a life With its right 
relation to man and God , to the concret~ and the universal . it was necessary r~r me 
to affil'lll in quite aanther 'fashion than I had yet done the r eintegration ot 117 ·entir• 
consciousness with the hi storic and ethnic tradition of which 1 •aa a part . •(10) 

d . The Theory that Ref orm Judaism is the Cause of the Lack of Content 

in Jewish Li f e . There is a definite tendency on the pa.rt of some authors. t hough 

by no meana &11 would concur . that the laJ:k of rtt&lity in Jewish life grows directly 

out of t he pr inciples of t he Refora MoTement . Eapecially, it is maintained, the attempt 

Jf early Reform to define Judaisa and the Jeriah gr oup dxcluaiTely i n re l i gious terms 

l ed it t~ oaat aside much that W&& Jewiah and l ed it to br eak e.way from world J~ 

and f rom the Jewish Comnunity as such. which fur t her hastened its de-Judai iation. 

This na.rrolring of Jewish life is a f undament s.l misconcept;ion uf the actual nature 

o~ the Jewish people # these critics i rusist . Rabbi Goldm&n says: 

"The netionhood of I srael is a.n enektable f•ct. 'I"he content;ion of the Jewish religion 
i st is so much absurdity, for no peopl e with a common ancestry , collJllon longings, common 
~xperiences, and comiiion ~.,_ories can eTer f o!'lll merely a.n idealistic or voluntary union •• 
One neTer refers t o the cha.raeteristtca of Catholics . one speaks of th6 characteriat1ea 
of t;he Irish or of the Fr ench. One never heard of a ~atholic diet , althoUE;h there are 
dietary r egulqtions in the ~hurch. But the Jews , though far- f lung the world oTer, 
have continued their group l ite, t heir existence &s a nation. ~e do speak of tne 
charecteristics of the Jew. Je•ri sh l iter e• ure hashad an uninterrupt ed history for 
well-nigh three thouaand years • • No n~tional. historic group can be in e.n.y way con­
fused wit h a let1gue or gsni ied for a propaga.nda pur pose. 'L'he Jews are a nation, no 
me re missionary society.n (ll ) 

Furtnermore, the Mission Theory, extolled by Retona es the foc&l me&ns of pr eserTing 

J ewish identity, is utterly inadequate to per petuate Judaiaa. Dr. Kaplan belieTea that: 

"Th• positin factor (contributing to t he failure ot Reform} has been its complete 
misconception of t he neture And tunot ion of Judaism. It claims t hat Judaimn is a 
religious system of life, & system which God haa enabled the JflW to evolve for th• 
good of •anktitd0 To co!lllllunicate that systea of life is the Jew•a destiny a.nd aiasion •• 
The function of that or ganiiation {of Jewa) i s to preach t he unity of Uod. &nd to 
further t h e brotherhood of JT1Vl. Such & mission woul d pledgeus to aotin propaganda 
a.gainst tr i nit !'.l r ian Chr istianity and against all forms of pr irthge and milit&ri•. 
If that were taken ser iously, it would be JllOr e dangerous to be a Reform. Jew t hen to 
be th~ most vi o l ent radical . Only a few de.ri ng spirits would venture to belo~ to 
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an international organiiation of that kind. By setting up an impossible goal for 
the Jewish people. the Reform Mgvement has reduced Juda.ism to an absurdity.•(12) 

Felix Adler likewise found the Mission Theory untenable. Be reasons that the pa.rt 

ot the•election" which has to do with contributing the theory that God is the source 

of morality certainly cannot be based upon ties of kinship, which ia certainly a 

bond of the Jewish group. If there is to be an "elect" body it should rather be 

composed of lOhose people - Gentile and Jflfl - who are moat sensitive to morality 

and most consci~ua of God as its souree. And that part of the "election" which 

deals with the holding of monotheism as against trinitarianiam is a philosophy 

rather than a religi on. "too pure. empty of content to seTYe the purposes of a 

living fai th.•(13) 

ln general, the criticism leveled agaiMt Reform is directed against 

its early platform ot narrowing Judaisa dDwn to an exolusiTely religious basis. 

Of course it ia to be expeoted thet those who beli~ve that religion has no tuture 

would belien thia to seel the doom o~ JUdaism. .But n en those who believe that 

religion has a very vital future have among thea men who insist that Judaism cannot 

be preserved except within a total J ewish culture, with its secular elements as .. 11 
i t s 

as/ reli gious. Thus Israel Friedlander wri tes : 

"It ••• Judaism is to be preserved amidst the new corations ; if lacking aa i t does, 
al out.llrd suppoet, it is still to withato.nd the pressure of the surrounding influ­
ence, it must &gl!in brea.lc the narro• f r ame of creed and as sume its original function 
as culture, as t he e xpression 01' the Jewish spirit and the whole life of the Jews. 
It will not confine itaitlf to Jewish metaphysical doctrines which affect the heed 
and not the heart, and the few officiAl ceremonies whi ch affect nei ther head nor 
heart, but will encircle t he whole l ife of the Jew and give color and content to 
its highest function and activities. 11 (15) 

Kaplan aaya: 

"The one unmi stakable principle which emerges from t he scientific study ot religious 
phenomena is t hat in order to have religion in comnon, people must have other interest 
in common besides religiou •••• If Jews, t herefore want the new social device which 
they have crested for their self-preservation to achieve ita purpose, they should 
reckon with thia l~w. They should foster iealoualy 1'batever other interest they 
have in common as Jews, if they want to have religion in common.w(l6) 

"Should it (Refora Judailllll) not have at least suspected that, with nationality and 
r el i gion eo cloaely -1nterwoven as th~y h9ve been in Judaism throughout its entire 
career, by wrenching nationality out of Judaism a good deal of the religion might 
posRibly go with it? ••• This disbanding of Jewish nationality in a new kind ol 
sutcide • 11 (17) 

Kallen Wl"i tes: 

"I f Judaism is to surf'ive, it can survive only 1- its older fom as organic to 
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t he life of the Jewish community."(18) "It you cut the Jewiah r eligi ous li~e trom 
the t otal complex ot Jewi sh life, you cut it off from ite lite. It has been so cut 
oft in t he reform synagogue, and that is why the generations ot the Reformed do 
not remain Judaista."(19) 

Rabbi s .. uel Gup •xpoin.de the ume sentiments , although with a leu incisiTe attack 

upon Refonu 

"Reform JudaiSJR is becoaing doubly cogni&ant of the Jewish people as a people •• • 
thi s bent capitalizes loyalty both to the community of Jews aa Jews as well aa our 
devotion to theSJnagogue. It marks a slowing down of our proneness to bl coae too 
much like t he world, and a rearing of safeguards adequate for the preaerTation of 
t he indiTiduality of the Jew. (20) 

He quotes Rabbi Abba H. Sil .... r in support of his analysis, to the effect that 

•the we&kiwaa(of t he mission ideal)liea ::.n overlooki ng the fact that •the ideal of 
the 111ssion of ..Lara.el h inexplicabiy intertwined with the ideal of the people of 
Iara.el• ."( 21) 

And he indicates that the aame sent iment is expressed by Rabbi Morris La&aron: 

" 1 The ol der school of Heform by ita disregard of eTerything except the religioua 
idea, has made no proTision 1·or ~he Jr i est to l ln or f or th~ people to realize 
hol i ness in model and exemplary institutions. The new school of Reform retain• 
the mission idee but gives it substance and real ity by empha.si&ing the people 
as t he bearers of the i deal s and t he crea~ors of the e xemplary inatitutions . •(22) 

2. The Bew Directions that Jewiah Lite Should Take 

a. )tore Jewiehneaa 

l) In General. In the light ot the abon or iticiams of Juda.i• it ia 

reasonable t o f i nd that the mos~ general prescription for the Jewish Remedy is: "Baok 

to J ewish thing•. " Thia is r e-echoed almost uniTerae.lly emong t he men considered. 

Rabbi Samuel Markowitz, dileuasing Rabbi Uup's paper on Cur rents in Jewish Religioua 

thought and Life in America, said on the floor of ~he Cor.fer ence: 

"A genera~loo ar two ago, the ory was raised, 'Let us be like the Uentiles. • Today 
it is 'Back to Judaism.' And t his change of front is due not t o the de sir~ t 'or unity 
in Iara.el , imoortant as that may be, but t o a f ear•· oonscioua or otherwise, that Jews 
wi thout distincti .- and distinguishing marks will lo•• their identity in the American 
environment •• •• If Judaiam is ~o be p eserved, it must be through the cultivation of 
Jeiriah attachments, the stimulation of Jewish loyalties. And such a purpose is 
achieved not by the f ormulation of logical and academic pr onouncement s, but by the 
i nculcation of Jewish responees end reactions to the uni verae."(2S) 

Beryl Levy indicates that steps in t hi e direction have alresdy been taken: 

"There ba s been a move t oward greater inclusiveness wi t h r espect to the Jewish tra­
dition and i t s contemporary expression." (24) 

2) Judaism as a Civilizat ion. In keeping with the general critici sm• 

offer ed above (sect ion d . pp . 15-17),indicating that the Jews are not a sect but a 
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but a •people", and that Judaism cannot l>e preserved mer ely as a rel igion apart from 

the Jewish life aa a whole, Or. Kaplan has develo ped his t neory that Judaism is 

a civilitation and can be pr eserved only aa such: 

"Judaism can be nothing less than the tout ensemble of all the elements that enter 
into what is usually termed the culturil life of a people , such as language, folkways, 
patter ns of social organiiation, social habits and standards, s}U'itual ideals, which 
giTe individuality to a people and differentiate it froa other peoplea. 

"Judaism is t he funded c •ltural activity which the Jewish people has transmitted 
f ron1 generation to generation. It i s the living, dynamic process of intellectual. 
social and apir~tual give-and-take of Jews i n the course of t heir relationship to 
one naother as individuals and as members of various groups. 

•in a word, a oiTilization."(25) 
"Judaism thus regarded includes specifically the social framework of national 

unity, a continuing history, a lirlng langua(;e and literature, follcwaya, mores, lawa 
religion, and art. Al l of these ele1nents are so organically related and interde­
pendent that each draw• its vitality and derives its eignificance from the rest, and 
contributes both Titslity and signifi cance to the reat."(26) 

It ia clear that this v i ew has a close kinship with t hat expressed by Israel Fri•d­
lsnder (above, p.16,note 15), and with Kallen•a theory ot Judaism as •organic" (above , 

p . 16, note 18}. as wel l as with ~be "Community Theory" developed by Isaac Berkson.(27) 

Yet Dr . Kaplan bas bbCOlll8 the most prolific expon~t of this view, and has developed 

its implications to all the det-a.ils of Jewish life. He has, in .turn. influenced a 

nost of followers. among whom ue Goldman and 1>1nin, whose writings we have included. 

These men desire the inclusion of t be various speoifio elements (~nich we shall present-

ly discuss ) in a progre.m re~ Jewish lite because of their interrelationship in the 

whole Jewish community. and when further material is quoted under their names it should 

be kept in mind that this is their purpose, even though we do not pause to teiterat• it 

upon every occasion. The other men .-boa "e shal l quote have no "ori;e.nic" Tiew in 

this sen...,, yet i n many cases they agree with the fo llower s of Kaplan as to certain 

speelfio directions in which Jewish l i fe should move. 

3) More Intensive Jewish Educat i on . (a) For Children. The Sunday School 

has wide ly been critici zed as educationally inadequate. Rabbi Goldman says, forth­

rightly: 

"It is not enough to de l i ver pronouncements against the Sundey School; we must once 
and f er all, abandon the aha:m of this educational system. To deceive Jews into be­
lierlng that their child!'en are be ing educated at the Sunday School, or that the Sunday 
School is in any way adequate as a solution of the problem of Jewish education, is to 
be downright dishonest . The American Rabbinate cannot go on tolerating such a situa­
tion without laa~ing disgrace. • (28) 

Rabbi Gup indicates that the Rabbis are aware of this criticism: 

"New energy is being put into the eduoatfooal efforts of Refora." (29) 
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nr. Morgenstern says: 

"our actual achi evement in the field of religious education has been woefully inad­
equate. We ha•• neglected to keep pace W'\.th and apply fully the modern science ot 
pedagogy to the solution of this extremo~y difficult problem."(30) 

Theae are the moat gener8l cri tici111ta. Specifically, Jewish educators haYe pointed 

out the need tor more time for the education of children, better trained teacher•, 

a.nd a richer Jewish content tor the curriculum. (31) 

(b) For Youth . The inadequacy of a. system or education which for mo•t 

children stops when adolescence begin•, has been indicated widely.(32) Dr. Kaplan 

point out the need of youth education especially from th• religious and moral aspect : 

"Imrardly, the Jewish youth is tormented by doubt as to the truth and worthwhileness 
of the religious and moral i deals he had been taught, in his childhood, to reapeot. 
Outwardly he is expo~~rl ~the baneful influence of evil companiona ·who hold up hi• 
scruples to ridicules ••• With no responsible Jev;iah community or institution to make 
provision for the youth 's spiri tual development during those critic~ l y~ars. what 
else ia to be expected than that he wnould be graduated as a confirmed iconoclast, 
to whoa nothing ia seored, who holds all Yirtue in derision. and who makes mock of 
piety And ••lt-eoatrolt What use can he ha•e for the Jewish people wnen he is con­
vinced that Judaism i s a misfortune? In fact, he is aomething of an anti-Semite 
himself •••••••• 

"The reco~nition of this fact, which ia, in a aenae. the ea.me as acknowledgi~ 
that Torah i..8 a process of moral education must be r e sumed with greater vigor during 
the years of adoleacence, imposes upc ~ ua a twofold task of stupendous proportion•: 
one is to organise new subject material for Jewi~h youth education; and the other. 
to create the machinery whereby Jewish education might be earried far into the years 
of adolescence. " (!3) 

(c) For Adults. The need for a "Jewiahlj educated laityft has been • 

persistent cry in Reform Judaism. Rabbi I saac Landman writes that. at tbe present time, 

" the Reform laity .... poaeeasea alJllost no Torah • • •• The Jewish educational leadera •• 

nave missed the one •• fundamental factor •• Jewish education begi ns at the top, with 

adults; elder educnted in Torah will have chi ldren educated in Torah.H(~) 

Dr . Kaplan indicat es the need from the ethical viewpoint: 

"lfi th all ~hat the youth Pl&Y have learned about life and its duties, by the time 
he attains manhood and has t o make hi s place in the world, he ia face to face with 
si tuationa that do not seem to fit the rules J\Ild principles whicn he has come to 
acce pt as authoritative •••• Life i~ no longer a matt er of taeory and abatrao~ ideals, 
but of concrete and c!'t harsh realities which are apt to render him oblivious to all 
the de l icate wtrighings of right and wrong. Renee , Judaism's behes~ that torah be the 
oecu~at ion of the man no less than of the youth or child.ft{35) 

Samuel Dinin view adult education aa the final and crucial realm in which the revitali-

zatioa of Jewish life, and the reconatruc~ion of our economic and social life must come: 

"If social and economic life or if Jewish life ia to b• reconstructed we must begin 
now wi~h the present adolescents and adults. Unless we can educate them, the new day 
will never come. J~wiah education. l i ke gener el education, must henceforth become 



20 

a cont i nuous process, in which the e ducation of adults must as~ume an increasingly 
i mportant, if not the all-iaportant, place . AnY program of Jewish education which 
will f~il to tak9 cognizance of the central role of adul~ l earning, will fail alto­
gether.'' ( 36) 

(d) Extensi on of Jewish Education to Children not now Affiliated with 

~chools. A great gap has been indicated in our educational system in that it fails 

to reech in any way a Tast majority of the Jewish children of school age in America. 

Rabbi Jacob Pollak indicated that i n 1927, this proportion untouched by any Jewish 

~ducation was over 70,C.{37) For this reason frontier thinkers have emphasized the 

responsibility ~ the Jew1sh CoJllJ:llunity to provide schools for those Jewish children 

whose parents are not affi liated with synagoguea. (38) 

(•) The Central Role of Education in Judaism Conceived of as a Civili-

zationa Mordecai M. Kaplan writes: 

"Jewish education, in its broadest sense , is the central function of the community . 
Among the functions of Jewish comm.11nal life, priority should be given to Jewish· 
education. In relief work and social service the community disch&rgea nothing more 
than an elementary human duty. But it is in the socialization of ite members through 
t.he transmission and enrichment of a apititual meritage that a community lives up to 
the highest purpose of its existence. The problem of Jewish education in its rldeat 
~ense as applying to children, adolescents and adults, ~ust constitute the cbief 
raison d'etre of the Jewish cc.mmuni ty."(26) 

Without s pecifically endorsing the view that Jewish schools should be maintained by 

the Community rather than by the Congregation, Samuel Dinin does point out that the 

system of Congrega~ional schools b&M ser i ous weakenasses. especially in efficiency -

which baa led some thin.leers to desire an efficient. hi gh-standard, Jewish school 

system maintained by the Community. This is Dr. Dinin•s analysis: 

"Organication along congrega i •nal lines has many advan~ages . The congregation 
integrates the individual into the life of hisnaarest group. lt enables the child to 
grow up as part of a congregat:ion and provides aplace for him at all periods or Ms 
life and not 111erely d•iriog the per i od of schooling. It connects e.nd unites the en­
tire family . Congregational organizations hP.ve, however, otrvioua advantages. Con­
gregations tend t o emphasize the social and religious aspects of their work and to 
neglect their schools. 't'bey often breed the spirit of a clique or club. Congrega­
t ional schools usually work as separate units and have very little connection with 
each other. 1he child is integrated with th~ life of the congr~tion, but not with 
that of the larger Jewish community. Tbe greatest wee.k:ness of the congregat ional 
school is t hat it relegates Jewish educ~tion •to the •Ph•re of the undiffer entiated 
activities of the congregation. Instead of the school securing ever better t rained 
teachers "nd supervisors, the abhool supervision is forced upon the rabbi as an 
added casual duty among hi e numerous other routine tasks, from which he is obliged 
t o seek relief through r elegadng his responsibility to secretarial or other 
administrative assistants. • At a time when public education has grown in complex­
ity and tends more and more toward specialization, Jer.ish education is becoming over­
simplified and deprofesaionalized, and theJlt"ore leas effective and vital." ( 39) 
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4) Greater stress upon the Hebrew Language. It is to be expected that 

those who further the idea of Judaism as a Civilization should emphasite the rol• 

of Hebrew. Its ohief exponent writes: 

"There are. however• & number of conditions which must be fulfilled before we can 
think of JUO&ism in ten1US of a civi litation. Fi r st we mQst participate in t he re­
nascence of the He)rew language IUld literatQTe ••••• The Jew to whom Hebrew is •Gre•k' 
is the lather of an indifferent Jew, ruld the gre.ndfether of an apos~ate Jew. There 
is something about the Hebrew langu<>ge which gives the Jew e ' Nesha.mah Yesera, • an 
oversoul. for Jn that langu~ge ar e stored the joys and the sorrows. the triumphs and 
the defeats, the gropings after truth, and the st r uggle for the light experienced by 
the Jewish people in the courat of thir ty centuries ••• When we teach the child a 
langue.g•, he instinctiTely aenaee the reality of the p•pple to which the le.nguage 
belongs, and at the moment that he pronounces a wor~ or sentence in th~t lAnguage he 
feels himself at one whh that; peopl e. 'i'h• Hebrew language can supply the element 
of unity ~hat is fast disappearing froa Jewish life • •• Have the Jews as a people 
created anything •ultural or spiritual since the days of the emancipation? Ia not 
the revival of ~he Hebrew language the sole proof that Israel's vitality is still 
unexhauatedT Modern Hebrew has succeeded where Jewish law end ritual have failed. 
I t has demonatrated th• possibility of Jewish life remaining identicP- 1 and conti nuous 
while assimilating the beat that there is t o modern thought and civilbation.·•('O) 

Rabbi Goldman a&ya: 

"A sound Jewish program, therefore. cannot conceive of Jell'iah life without the Hebrew 
language, not merely as the language of prayer, but the language in wnid:l many of 
our ebleat eons qnd daughters will make their best contributions to society •••• Of old, 
e~en aa todoy , we know no better way ot bringing the muoh-abuaed younger ge~eration 
nearer to the Jewish people tnan by acquiainting it with the tremendous Ach ievement 
in Jewisn literAture. From the '1ible to Biali.lc what genuine beauty, what a glorious 
her 1 tage l" ( 4l) 

5) The intr oduction of Jewish art. "We hRve learned to demand from a 

civiliu.tion," declares Or. Kaplan, "much more than people did for merly.•• lie expect 

it to introduce us into a world or eathetic valuea."(42) Re •xplsins their Talue: 

"Works of art give expression to the group e1110tions end provide oocaaioos for parti­
ci ation in these. Art forms may thus be understood as the ahythma into whi~ the 
em~tion• of a civili&Ation fall at ~heir momenta of highest power and inten~~t~.i 
iuld corres nd t o the heightened apeech-rhythaa of emotionel excitement. n_ a • 
significanr for the perpetuation of cirlli&ations is that their charact..erist1e ·~~ 
of feeling are preserved only i n the heightened forMa, the _ecce.iLtuated rhythms, o 
art . A ciTilitation can thus not endure on e hi gh plane without preservation and 
cuhivAtion of its art . •the creadone ot art become part of the social heritage 
which is the drivine; force of the civilization, and come to be the means ot calling 
r th the civiliaation•s character istio emotional reactions from the group. 
0~Jewish civiliiation oon.fDrm.a to this principle. .. '!'bis art of a oivili.sation i: 

a uni ue interpreta~ion of the wor l d i n color, sound, and imege thPt ar• both ~peo -
ally iamiliar and profoundly interest i ng to the people of that civil~Eation. Ih~• 
art contr ibutes 8 unique express1..-e value ~o each object of the spiritual life o 
that people. "(45) 

Dinin developes the implications of Jewish art for education: 

t d 1 Of what we hove t ermed extra.-curriculAr "As soon ea we r ea Uxe t hat: a grea ea 
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activit ies constitutes the qctivitie s of life, of exper i encing, of living, so 
soon will we have to discard what we hPve been att empting t o teach and subst i tute 
i nstead purposeful activities, actual life experiences invelving Jewisn dances and 
songs, Jewiah cooking, J ewish handwork, Jewish stor ies , J ewish games, celebrations 
of Jewish holiday a." ( 4'4) 

6) More Jewish Ceremonials. In the light of what immediately precedes 

it is to be expected thAt the pro1>9nents of Judaism as a Civilization place great 

emphasis upon Jewish Ceremonial• as social art expressiona. However, since they 

subject thttm to a.18interpretation, 1"8 will resene diacusaion ot them to the •ction 

on the readaptation of the synagogue, which is to follow. the same tendency toward 

ceremonials is unmin.lllrable throughout present day Refonl. Rabbi ttup indicates this 

and also refera to the tendency to reinterpret: 

"Liberal Judaism 11 evincing a reVlval of interost in ceremonialism. Many senae 

a barr enness in its ~orahip, and t hey seek for a •broader spi r i t ual. outlook• in its 
~ervice a and obs~!"'f'ancas. With them the moving question is not of ritual ~ ee, but 
of bea•Jty and•;;he syaboli11m of truth.• There are other s t<:nose convi ctions ariae 
from e.n enti, ely diffo1·ent setti ng. They would r estore r itual becRuse many are ettrao­
t ed by it. They perceive the.t a multit>le of those who he.vtt discarded tne old bel i efs 
still retain loyalty to traditional cer emoniala ." (45) 

Or . Kaufman Kohler included this in his Revaluation of Reform JudAism in 1924: 

"Our home must again be made •• the santuary of piety •• the mother •• must again 
teach her child to recite its morning and eveni ng pr ayer and say th e grace et every 
m~s l . DUt what lent the J ewish home at allltime its beauty of holiness we.s the cere­
monial system so rich in elevating power , ano alnce these old t r ad1t i onal forms ba.e 
lost t heir appeali ng force, tteform has to step 1n and replace them by more attract ive 
onea." (46) 

b. Readaptation of the Synagogue 

l) Reinterpretati.on of its forms. Dr. Kaplan believes that awidamental 

reinterpret ations of the synagogue must be made if it is to keep its vital place in 

Jewish life. The first ia succinctly expressed by Dr . Dinin: 

"I t i s impossi ble to demAnd conformit y to set observances and r ituals in the naa• ot 
God, of t hose who f i nd religious values in hwnPn experience. Customs and oeremonie• 
can no longer be binding becAuse t ney have a divine sanction. '!hose which will 
survive will survive aa social or nat ional maires and folkways, which haYe meaning 
for a particular group for particular reasone."(47) 

Thus thoufh worship will "not be regarded as he.Ting for its object t oe f ulf'illaent 
of the priT&te wishes of t ne individual worshiper a, (for) the magie io&ence of 
praise-offerings addres~ed to God is precluded by moder n corRptions of God,"(48) 
it will rather be "a means of giving a people that collective consciousness which 
unifie• its life and integretes a ll of its individuals into a spiritual totality ." (48) 

Thus the forms of Judaism and its worship must be reinterpreted to enable them to 

serve both religious ends and the Jewish groupJ more a1>9cifioally Dr. Kaplan writea: 
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"The modernist • • has to formulate a program whereby he wil 1 be able to be true to 
his convictions and yet experience a sense of unity not mer ely with Jews who think 
as he does but with both the Jews of the past and with ell those present Jewa to 
wh~se fundame1;1taliat views he cannot subscribe •• • If this be the object in view with 
which the Jewish modernist must approach the entire complex of t 1·aditional beliefa 
and practices he i s bound to adopt as h is principl e the conservation of fo rm and the 
reconstruction of meeni.nga. (Thia) hes been the history of the Jewish Yivilization •• •• 
Since identity of form is essential as an ~1ement of unity, as many of the traditional 
mi rrot as po&1>i ble should be cc>ntinued •••• " ( 49) 

Once heving made such a rei nterpretation, Jewish leaders will find that the synagogue 

oa.n function as a powerful force for Jewish vitality . and idealism. To do this 

"The language and the atmosphere of the worship should be entirely Hebraic ••• Worship 

must be highly esthetic ••• (and) should deal not only with the past but also witn 

the present interest of t he Jews, both collective Pnd individual . "(50) 

Among those who do not propound the view of Judaism l'lS a Civilization 

t here e.re also those who desire a readjustment of th& reli gious forms. Thus Rabbi 

S!l.Jl\uel Goldenaon writes: 

"The time has arrived whim we must ezamine with all earnestness our prayer boo~ and 
see whether they actuallyexprees the convictions of the Pvere.ge worshiper •• I would 
have our prayers recast with the purpose of appealing to t he motive of self-consecra­
tion, rather than· to continue to indulge i n a constant repetition of adoration of 
the M~st- Righ."(51) 

However, Rabbi Golderuson dir ectly opposes Dr. Kaplan' s t endency to interpret religious 
in 

forms/ a natio~liat1cway, r ather Samuel Cr0ldenson believes that"there is too much 

part i cularism in our prayera."(51) And for the most part, t he leaders of the"tradi­

tional" lie form movement who nave sub111itted critiques of Reform are completely opposed 

t o Kaplan• a emphasis. Both have a place for both personal r eligion, and Judaiam aa 

a m .. ans of uni fying the Jewish group, but Kaplan is most vitally concerned With the 

latter and aees the great function of the synagogue in its fulfillmentt 

"The effective function of the Jewish religion is contingent upon a dist i nction be i ng 
drawn between the person.al religi on and the folk religion. Jewish folk religion con­
sists in all those expressions of Jewish life, and all.those foru of customs and law, 
through whioh the indindual identifies himsel f with the life and atrivinga of hi• 
people." (26} "The ciTiliza"tion of a people must of necessity find expression in folk 
r el igion. ror it is only in the folk religion that a civilization reaches the po~t 
of self-oonsciousneas which i a essential to i~a perpetuation."(52) "Personal rel1-
gion, on the other he.nd, is essentially t he world outlook which each one is t aught 
e.nd '!ncoure.ged to 11chie•e for himself. Such religion every individual . Jew should 
be free t o develop in accordance with his s i ncerest connctions regardi~ 1ife e.nd 
the universe."(26) 

'(ost of the members of the Conference who have expressed themselves on the subject, 

however , would throw t he synagogue• a emphasis upon per sonal r eligion. Rabbi William 
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Fineschriber says : 

"The reestablishment of t ne religious sanction seems to me to be the remedy. First, 
i n our preaching we must again emphasi&e the note of profound fit.1th in a living God •• • 
Since prayer is one of the most important modes of deepening the spiritual life. let 
the reform eynagog stress the Talue and need of more trequent indiTidual and group 
dnotion."(6~) 

Dr. Morgenstern belieTes that Reform should have created 

•some sure avenue of approach whereby the indiTidual Jew could draJJ nearer to hi• 
God in moments of deep devotion and of epritual need with firm usuranee that he 
could find Billl snd commune with Him face to face , as a man communes with his friend. 
True, in theory the aTenue is there; but it is an avenue unpaved, poorly marked and 
difficult to diacoTer and to travel."(S4) 

Thi• aaae emphaais recurs in the discussions by Rabbis in the Symposium on "Judaism 

e.nd the Modern World" before the Council of the Union of American Hebrew Congrega-

" -tions in 1929. Jt is mentioned by Dr . Morgenstern(56), Rabbi Morris Feuerlicbt 
" 

devoted bis paper to "JudaiSJll and Personal Religion,• e.nd Dr. Samuel Schul.mania 

hia"lmpressions and Summary of the Sympoaiunl' gives it extended emphasis.(56) 

2) The Tenability of Religious Belief in the ~dern World. ln order 

to maintai n the vital role of personal religion. Reform Rabbis have bee~ directing 

J~daiSlll to tee.oh more effectively the conviction that science and religion are not 

at war; that r eligious belief can be maintained together with a thorough-going 

acceptance of science. Thus in the above Symposium, Rabbi James G. Heller points 

out the tenability of religion in t he light of a true appraisal of even extreme 

conceptions or modern psychologists: 

"Religion is a type of action. which res~a not on reason but on t he fact and ntdlure 
of life. It is a part of man!s creative striving ••• Where reason ceases, or where it 
cannot bP applied. there- the aetiTities of life and religion begin . In religion, 
as in l ife i n general. reason may be used to critioii• or to clarify, but it can 
neither give nor can i t destroy ••• • Youl!lay use soiencefbr the disa~etion and descrip­
tion 01 matter• but you cannot use it to tel l men why to live and how to live. That 
lies imbedded in the central mvstery of life its•lf. of which m n is a pert, and in 
which he floats suapended like an infusorien in circumamabient r.ater. Life is 
W!predictable, and in the final analysis not susceptible of scientific explanation. 
l~at is t r ue of its simoleat form.s . When one comes to man, the mystery is insuperable. 
~e know 80 little of even the most rudimentary mental process, that it is the height 
of folly to try to di spose of ... he whole matter nt one blow, es do these two gantle-
nien {8.5)we must wait for cent •rries until science approaches the fringe of the problem. 
but we cannot wait for centuries t o live and to find ourselves. Th• ta.sk of psycho­
logy is not to impede its own possibi l ities of service by devisi ng far-fl •tng philo­
soohical theories, but humbly to &6ut1y me.n, to add patient labor to labor until the 
t ruth begins to arpear out of the subtle and intricate pattern of his mind. JUld for 
our part it is our duty to ~each men about themselves, to induce them t o penetrate 
behind the ve i l of their own :ife, and thus to bee e immunited agaios~ illusory and 
ephemeral theories that lead only to despair ."{57) 

Rabbi Abba Hfllel Silver writes: 
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"There was n .. ver any real conflict between r e ligion and science as such . 
There cannot be . 'J.'beir reppectin worlds are different though not oppositi-ve . l 'heir 
methoda are dissimilar and their immediate objectives are n~ the 88.llle. 'l'he method ot 
science is observation, ~hat of religion contemplation. Science invest igates. Reli­
gion interprets . One seeks couses , the other ends. Sci ence thin.ks in terms of his­
tory, religi on in terms of t6iciogy. One is a survey, the other an outlook •••• 

'' The man of faith will net be discomfited either by the -venerable che.racter of hie 
o'Wll trutha or by the 1p iolc and apa.n mo dam ity and amazing pr olixity of aoientific 
achienment." ( 58) 

It ia clear that in the aboTe divisions (l !Uld 2) on the readaptation 

of the Synagogue proper, we have t~o different emphaaea, yet it is also clear that 

the views do not contradict one another, t.nd it 1a maintained by many that Jewish 

worship, oeremonies anrl the synagogue promote both folk religion and personal reli­

gion. Therefore we may keep both objectives: -the reinterpret ation ot worship and 

ceremoni es, and the tenability of religious belief in the modern world - and include 

them as aims for our course. One can be emphasized ~ore than the other, or a bA.lanc• 

s t ruck between them according to the particular leaning of the one who di rects the 

course. 

c. The Cultivation of Jewish Nationalism 

Two chief objecti-vea - the urge toward a grea~er Jewishness (above) 

and the urge toward a greater unity and integration among Jews - have motivated 

a third objecti-ve: Jewish Nationalism . Although there 1a a distinct opposition 
some 

among/thinkers on the subject of Judaism to the promotion of this move~ent, it 

has r eceived great support from different schools of Jewish thought. A definite 

group among the Ref orm Rabbinai:e subseribes to it i thus Rabbi Heller wri tea: 

"It is the belief of t he Jewish people in itself. It i s the conscious expresaion 
of the entire character of Jewish life thoughout the Ages •• Judeism e.nd the Jew are 
bound together as soul and body. we must have a strong and sound boq. if st*'itu­
ally we are to live at our highest and beat. 1'hi s t hesis i a capable of extended 
verification from Jewish his~ory and life. From i t will be seen that Zioniam 1a 
more than a secular movement. more than a capitulation to anti-~•mitism. Clear 
and general recognition of thi s truth is the sine qua non of Jewish survi-val and 
J ewish creativeness."(69) - -

Rabbi Stephen ~. Wise writes of Zionism e.a 

"The touchstone by whi oh to appraise the reality and content of tbe relat i on of the 
i ndividua.l Jew to the body of Israel . "(60) 

Our interpretation is reenforoed by Beryl Le'f'Y'• anal.yais:(61) 

"At the present time there e.reppwerful ele1118nts in Reform Judaism urging a recapture 
of that positive Jewish content and assertiTeneas whioh Zionism moat notably expreaaea. 

And Rabbi Gup writes that "toc.e.y the sentiment (of L!berl'll Rabbis ) in its taor is TigorOllr 
( 62) 
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Zionism ia, of cour se, central in Kapl1111•s interpretation: 

"Only in an aeti Yisrael is it possible to achieve those en•ironmental ~n­
ditions whioh are essential to Judaism becoming once again creati"fe."(65) 

"Palestine ia ~he center ot the Jeirish people . nithout a common center in which 
Judaism can be developed in its historic setting, the Jews of the world cannot 
maintain their interna~ional bond which united them in the past, And which must 
continue to unite them. Besides, without the spiritual aid and example of the 
adjustment of Judaism to modern lite in the more r~vorable spiritual conditions 
prevailing in ~alestine, the efforts at simile.r ad,1ustment by other Jewries ot 
the world would become nry much more difficult . "(26) 

J...0.sh nation.alillll, t herefore, is urged as the means whereby J-.ry 

can become creative in all branches of culture, aa a conscious affirmation of the 

Jew that be belongs to a gr oup and that he is determined to preaerre it, and a• 

. a project to build up a center wnere Jewish influences will be autonomous and where, 

then, a thoroughly aodern Jewish civilization can be built, which can be an exaaple 

to far-flung Jewish communities - perhaps even to the world. It is on these bases 

t hat Kallen points to Zioni811l as a "frontier of hope~)e..nd Elisha Friedman comea to 

it as the remedy after a survey of the factors leading to surviv~l or extinction for 

the Jew.(65) 

Samuel Dinin sho~s clearly that Jewish nationalism has a further impli-

cation than merely the building up of ~aleatinian life, namely the creation ot 

Jewish national life in the Tarious countriea, whioh muat be adTanced on i~s own 

merit, whether ~aleetine can help ?r not: 

"In the light of the foregoing (lfave problems of Zionism), the problem of Jewiah 
OPtionality in the lnndsof the Oia9P0ra must be solved aillu.ltaneously with or illd•­
pendently of Jewish nationalism. in l:'alestine. It may be that histor y will prove 
tha~ without raleetin• the Jews will t>erish. '.J.'he fact remains, however, that; for 
the present and for a long tiMe to coile, the Jews will con~inue to survive es a 
people with or without ~aleetine , tha~ if their nationality ie e fact and a reality, 
then steps must be taken to bring about a living and creatiTe Jewish na~ion.al lit'• 
in whatever countries they happen to dwell."(66) 

Compatibility of Zionism with the A1118riean Spirit. In order that thia 

nationali8lll may succeed in America, its leader& have felt it neceeaary to develope 

i nterpretations in whose light it will be compatible with the spirit of America . 

These consist in essence i n pointin« to the vi.lue ot cultural plural imn within a 
urge t hat and is tbu: 

nation • . Tbey/ it gins rise to variety and interaction in the r eabla ot the arts, / 

productive of creativity. lt also preserTea the roots ot the T&rious stocks that 

have come to America, t aus tending to keep individuals integrated in social actions 

rather than f alling mray to the a.nti-sooial_ A.~d finally, aome urge that multiple 
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cultural loyalties are prod1ictiveof tolerruice and international peace. These form 

the bases of tbe numerous though variously shaded diacusaions of the subject. 

They are to be found in the advocacy of the right to ethnic personality on the pert 

of Rabbi troldman, of the cultural pluralism of Kallen, of the coDDDunity theory ot 

Ber kson. of the b~lief on the part of ~lisha Friedman that Zionism and the Amtrioan 

~pir1t are in harmon.y(67). of Drachsle~s i nsistence that "cultural group conscious-

ness beco111e an a t.set in the expanding life of the nation." {68) Dinin preaenta sou 

of t:heae thinkers and summarizes them as follows: 

"All t he foregoing points of rte .. agr~e. tn~n. that realdemocaacy of necessity demand• 

divergence of cultures, nationalities , and religions, ard free interplay between 

ethnic, cultural, and national and religivus minority groups ••••• In socialiiing 

the indiv1duai we must socialize him i nto his own group as well. This does not mean 

t hat America roust merely tolerate cultural divergences; but that it must promote 

and encourage them. '' ( 69) 

d. Reor~anization of the Structure of the Jewish Community 

Thinkers have proposed that the structure of the Jewish Community be 

reorganized. They have pointed to its inefficiency due to duplication of effort. 

inadequate and irregular support of institutions, and they have indicated its failure 

to elicit the interest and participation of the great mass of Jews, whose indifference 

allows the communal e.ff•irs to oroceed on a thoroughly undemocratic basia. Thua 

Judge Horace Stern aays: 

"We have no communal organization ••• Thousands of children in the community get no 
religious oduca.tion whatever; there is no standard curriculum; there ia no general 
pr ovisionfor the prepar•tion of teachers ••• Our best institutions languish woefully 
and American Jtnrry is disgraced by reason of its failure properly to maintain and 
enle..rge its most "ortmrhile projects, although that failure is probably due almost 
entirely to la.ck of organi~ation rat her than to lack of interest on ~he part of our 
peo ple when properly and efficiently approached ••• DUPLICATION OF WORK DEPLORABLE •• 
This causes not only a weakening in the results accomplished but frequently i:l•olw• 
embarrassing and humiliating aituationa in which the Jew i• placed in an awkward 
light in the world at large. lf some incident occur s of an anti-Semitic nature, 
several institutions lll8Y rush forward to be the first to meet the situation ••• 
it is the closest analogy of any I 1cnaw to what lawyers call ambulance chasing •• 

"Finally •• in the great col'Jlllunal tasks of religious and educational work, philan­
thropy and all the other special problems of Jewish life, instead of each member of 
the cor.llllunity taking a definite part and being given either •• the duty ar the oppor­
tunity to leTVe in a designated and specific capacity.• there are a f .. indiTiduala 
i n each community who are asked and re~uired to do ne Arly everything."(70) 
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Judge Stern combines this analysis with a theory that the Synagogue 

has lost its vitality because it has allowed the activities of Jewish life to be 

carried on under other auspices than its own: 

"SHRUNKEN SYNAGOGUE ACTIVITIES • •• ••• TOday the Reform synagogue is e place in which 
to pray and to hee.r oocaaeiona.lly a sermon or a lect ure . At•ende.nce at divine .. r­
vice tends to become something DLerely incidental, like going to eey otherplace of 
meeting or diversion • • •• Whether there be 'centers' e.nd community houses attached 
to the synagogue or not, they do not function in serving as units of Jewish eomaunal 
activity • • •• (This he contrast.a with the thought that) the synagogue was formerly 
the center of all J9Wiah life. Abrahams aye that the medie'f'al Jew not only prayed 
in the synagogu6, he liftd in it. It was the common meeting place and in it th• 
communal life expressed itself. In "he synagogue were carried on all the a ctivitiea 
which were ahered in oommon. "(70) 

Therefore he proposes that al ) the members of congregations be organized 

into comdttees wbioh would promote some specific actiTity or 1nat1tution within the 

Jewish coJllllWlity. In this we;y he believes that both the vitality of the synagogue 

and the strength and effici ency of tbe colml\mity will be enhanced: 

"I propose ~berefore, that each such organization (bortherbood, sisterhood, etc.) 
exist for the purpose, and I would aay the sole purpose, of active Jewish cOlllllllWlal 
work, And as representing the contribution of that synagogue to the coJlllllunity. Thue 
I would hRve, tor eXllJllple, a group in each organization devoted to the cause of local 
charitilble work, the hospitals, the relief Agencies, th• federation,(eto) •• protection 
of Jewish rights, • • ~ local Jewish education •• • 

"Each and every 1'119mber of the synagogue, aad as far aa posaible, each and every 
member of · his fsmily, (would) be requested to align himself with such one of the 
groups •• (These) would apeoialise • • in turn, instruct the public generally •• • (They 
wouid) labor for such cause••• • All of this would be don• in conjunction and cooper­
ation with the simi lar specific group covering the special line of endeavor in each 
and every synagogue in the coJlllllWli ty." 

"RESULTS 1'HAT WOULD FOLLOW. l)There would be a healthy congregational rivalry in 
the pursuit of defi nite aooomplishments. 2)Each member would align himself with at 
least one subject of Jewish interest ••• 3) Every one of our institutions would heve •• 
nuclei or cells of perme.aent organization for cooperative pur pose • • 4 ) The members 
of the synagogue would take 1110re interest in Jewish work if ginn a definite part 
and •• responsibility •• 5) The aspiration and natural desire of youth to ex~ress 
religion i n Bctual deeds and wich concrete results would be satisfied ••• 6) The 
members Of the COlllllUnit)' would become better educated as to Jewish institutions, 
need-;, and problems • • 7) The slllagogual club would become the liaison between t he 
pulpit and the outer world. 8) The synagogue would be restored to its natural 
and deserTed primacy as the centre from which wouli emanate all worthy coDDuna.l work 
and the sanction of religion would be directly placed in back of suoh work."(70) 

Suiuel Dinin, while agreeing with Judge Stern• a critici ... of the preeent 

state of disorganization in Jewish communal lite, oarriee the attack further by indica-

ting that not only is the control undemocratic but it is in the bands of those who 

have no whole v i ew of Jewish life and no deep desire to perpetuate it: 

"Even where there are organisations lilce the Fedva.tion of Jewish Charities, whi ch 
exercise some sort of communal control, these orge.nizations are neither democratic 
nor communal . 

"The New York FederAtion, for ex8111ple, appeals to the publio in ~he name of ninety-
one institutions. It purports to be a communal agency and asks tor communal support . 
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yet it is controlled by llil oligarchy of a few rich men, who holi power by virtue 
of t heir donations. They directly or illdireotly control the economic, social, a.nd 
educational welfare of l Arge masses of New York Jewry, yet these masses have no voice 
in determining what is to be done about their own welfare. They are ch"rity-minded 
men, the men who control the 1''ederction. They see Jewish life in terms or helping 
t he poor, t he orphaned, the sick, the homeless. They see it i n terms of physical 
and social recreation. But ~y do not underst and its in.stitutione.l , cultural, 
national ch0 a:ter. The only/6? Jewish education they understand is ~und~y School 
education. They do support a few communal '!' Almud Torahs, but t hey do not under­
stl'lJ"ld why the Jews need an intensive progr811\ of Jewish education. They discourage 
int ensive J ewish programs i n .the Centers and Y's. They t hemselves ar e eound t o 
Jewish life oy the slenderest of ties. Their children assimilate and int ermarry . 
How cen Jews l.JOk for Jewish leadership to those who are not i nterested in passing 
on t he J~sh heritage totheir own children?"(71) 

It is partly from a motivation similar to this that Dr. Kaplan rejects 

Judge St'9rn•s plan as not basic or thor oughgoing. He suggests that we proceed direct-

ly to or~aniie a st rong, inclusive Jewish community, and that the congregations help 

i n t his regard by making m8Jllberahip in the Federation or Welfare Fund of the community 

e prerequisite for membership in the congregation. The congregation in turn would 

hA ve representati on on the control boar ds of the Federations. Judge Ster n would 

r estore the synagogue to centr ality and primacy in Jewish life; Dr. Kaplan would 

bui l d the coJ1DDunity into the central and basic position, having the congregation as 

one of i t s significant units , uut including as well other units . of which non-reli-

gious Jews would form a part: 

"The communi tT and not the congngation should be the basic unit for t he organir.ation 
of Je\ri.sh life. Congregations, with their emphasis upon worshi p, will continue to 
be important elemen~s in Jewish CODDT111ll8.l ot·gnnir.ation ••• But the community i s larger 
t han its congregations, and must , of necessity, provide f or needs enc activities 
tha~ do not fall within the scope of the congr egation. All of the orgeni 1ed forms 
~f J eWish life should t herefore be in~egrated into a collective unity , - t he commun­
ity. "{26) 

He bel ieves that the Jewish community cannot possibly be or ganized around the congre 

i;et ion: 

"!e must •• be reali sticqlly minded enoagh to accept and reckon with the heterogen­
eous character which Jewish life hes assumed and which it is bound to retain. Thia 
means thPt it is sheer quilD:>t ism to try to r estore the wholeness of Jewish life by 
demanding for the synagog t he position of centrality and primaoy." 

"Those who urge that t he community be organi r.ed around the congresation forget that 
a l grge aumber of Jews who, without ~i"Dt.rthe . ho}>e of ~h!'••similationists to see 
t he Jews become entirely absorbed by ~he ganeral population, find it possible to 
express themselves as Jews through other medi~ than congreg~tions . It would be a 
seri ous mi stake to omit them from the reckoning in e.ny e ttempt to build up an inte­
grated Jewish community. 

"All we can do is to have the syn.agog operete on a basis of ~quality with all other 
t ypes of J Ewish association wit h the community •••• 

"The community •• should consist of all 1tha Jewish institutions and organi&at ions 
Within a given area, federated ror the avowed purpose of foster i ng the normal mani­
festations of the Jewi sh spirit , as well as of helping those who~are in need of t"elief. 



lt shoal.d collect fl;nda and :eke &llot.ents , not only tor the local oeEc~ !llld insti­
tutions, but also for i;boae or super-local. acope. ~rahlp in th.at com::..uniq abould 
be a prerequiaite to e.tfi liation with the syu&Gog, the J ewish club. the cuhure..l 
f>roup , of the t'raternal orge.ni~ation. In r ecognition of such Mmbership, t .he caa­
r.in:,.ty should ghe to the synaog and to th.e other socia1 bodies re:Jr esentati.on in 
its counc i la.•(12) 

!be s pecUic function of tbe synagogue• a ccording to Dr. I.a.plan, 11ro~ not be t o giTe 

re ligious sanction to all '11'0J'th)' communal work , e.a Judge Stern would h.a.n it, but to 

•re-enforce the Jewiah co~sciouanen by gi'rlng meaning e.nd soul to collecti ve Jewiah 

e ffort. • (7S) 

9Wha.t evctly is aeant by r eligious sanction'? Certainly not the pros:d.ae of reward 
ehner in t hi s .orld or in the next f or she.ring eo1laUll&l responsi'tility • end the thr.d 
ot' punism:ent for refusing •• Both rabbis and congreguiona are too sophisticat ed for 
th.at type of sanction . If• on t ne otner hand, the s P_nction r eff'rred to is aerely that 
Wlderst.anding of the world whi ch iapela one to do wha~ is rig'bt, then it lo.Ould .... 
superfluous t o go t o the aynagog for such sanction. Does not Jud{;e Stern ni.aself take 
for branted that the thinking young ~ople object to religion on the ground tnat it 
does not expres&lt.eelt in concrete res .. 1lta'l "fther e do they geT; thei r icieali&Ja from, on 
t he basis ot 'tlhich they ~llle.nd concrete r esults and ob j ect t o the f a ilure of the 
ayn..gog'l ••• Apparently not from orgsni1.ed religion. Conseq\lently • the ineenti·.-e of 
pr ortding good deeds with a sanction is hardly one th<1t nll rouae the synagog f roe 
its present l e thargy. 

"there certainly is a sanction 'Which it is within the proTi.nce of the syn.agog to 
br ing to bear u pon Jewiab c0Ja9~ endaaTor . But it is not what is ordine.rily called 

s religious sanction ••• 'i'he better term would be a • standard,' or •criterion, ' fo r 
e veluatin{. t:ie a..i::is and pe rs·.rectiTes of coa;unal undertakings. The aynagog should 
co~ to the Jew Yi.th the lcind of ic>erat in that would ena.ble bin to realise th• 
"rue nature ot his obligations t o p8.rticipate in JeWl.sn co1c11n s) acti.Titiea. It. 
shoul d interpret that oblige.tio:i as the nor~ e x;:ir ession or that eoDl\.Ulity-11'3.nded­
:ies s wi:thout trbich o~ ce.."'lnot live gs a Jew. The spi r it whico tile synagog qua. syna­
~0£ rePr eseats is th&t w:lich i:bues all who bElo::i.g t c i t ~~tn a Jelfisn cor:.sciousness • 
• ~s :.s t e.e ~~ contrib~i ~n the synagog shou-d he e.ll ed upon t~ ~e to col­
ec-:~~ O:ewis!i. e~~ort . ~ucn tt co1sci o •sness i s tieeded t o co~ect. en:.s 111UCA enst 

:.::. ~~s:: aC-:~:ri.ties tU::d ~-er~-$es, •=-£. ~c!l ~re :--iu ~ &i:~l:ti.TE ~was-~ 
~ - ~!'"~~c~'""""-,-. ..~se art t.:e er--$ ~ .ri.se !T~ !.-ck c! $C...l. 

!..:: or~,.."tra-1.-~. :.._.ce a::. !.::i.l.TiC::al , ~-s wi. ~ .. s _al. -t:< i.t: ~c.:.s ~ re-1.&1.e i.10-
se:t t:l3 t .... e T..ottli~ o.! "ll:l!.ch i - is & per~ •• • • !:.ese Je..:.sh1 :ui..sti~o:i.s o~=--~ ~ 
~ ~lle:loo:l~s ..... ~ o!' "the ~tcii';;] or J ewish l.:..re , to ~e f'"l:rtn er8ll.oe o i' .iC!l 
~ney ~st c~ntr ib11te bot:'n di:"ectly and indirectl7.• {1~) 

7::.e a.~ta.iled nature of tt.e Co=.l:.llity 1Cli.ch Or . hplan aeeks tc est~blish ia a.s foll~: 

"'t!lt! seccad ~c:.9.1 i!'.!sti.b:ti.on ..Oich i.s essential 10() Jens.it w ·e in !a8rica is tbe 
i.ehl: an. !""~ ~ehillah s!w:tld be an ortem.u.tion or lltcli.Tidu&l Jews who , ~fer as 
t :iey :ay in r eligious belief tmd oracti ce , are &gTee<i tha~ Jew' ... sn gouy 1.i.fe in t.be 
tr..e.spora. shou ld be co~"'t :.:tUed and de.eloped. ln Tie'\. o f the intellectual &.mi rebgioua 
di 'fl:rsi;;y of' t tl.ose eon.stitut ing such a Kehill.ah , it would hne to b e orgeni&ed on 
party lin.es. ~ut al l oar tie s would :i•Te to agree on the fol lairing a.ias: 

1. ~o i:..ake it ooss i ble for all ,aews, ~egardles s of fi~cie.l sta~us, to she.re the 
benefits of a. ~tb-la or SYD86ogue . 

2 . 7o pro~t! a fully ceTelo?ec sy~ea of J ensh edu_cati~n cORprisinE, kindergar­
tens , week3ay afternoon schools , evening courses • • f or adult s , training schools 
~or rabbis , teachers and social worker s . 

3 . To main~ain philanthropic instituti~os . 
Ir . To furthe r the upbuildir.g of Pelest1ne. 

f;itl-iout a se r ious etfort in sociAl engineer i ng along the lines sugt;ested , i t is 
futile to look forward to aQV kind o f J elrisn unity other than the.t 'Rhicn is forced 
on us by pogroms l\J\d the ec ·,nomic ru i :i of some :>a r t of Jewry . "(75) 
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One of the purposes of both the Stern Plen and the Knplen Plan i s to achieve 

a greater Jewish unity. a direction in wnich Jews representative of veriad schoola 

of thought. would like to see Judaism move . The general attitude is enunciated by 

Dr. Morgenstern: 

"lf Jude.ism is to survive in this modern world •• then first of all it must achieve 
for i~self . a.nd that speedily, a true world unity, in wn i ch differences And divisions 
will soon be forgot ten ~ nd all qualifying adjectives discar ded as obsolete ••• But if 
Reform Judaism irtand in the Vftll in this forward movement ••• then it becomes doubly 
our t.ask •• to attempt to understnnd with sympathy and with f ull brothe rly yearning 
our f dl low-Jews throughout the world o, nd their varying interpreta~i •D of and e..apiration 
for Jude.ism, so t~at nothing J~wish may remain foreign and uninte l l igible to ua.• (7ti ) 

Since it is impossitle to motivate adults both in th~ direction of the 

Stern Plan and that of the Kaplan Plan s pecifically. since they differ. we can merely 

set up the general directions of motivation which these two plans indicate. They 

woul d be the appreciation of the need for l ) a greater participation in Jewish affairs 

on t he part of the laity. 2) a stronger, more inclusive Jewish collllllunal organi&ation 

founded upon a more democratic basis , and a more ••adequai;e and permanent means of 

finanoial support. ~) a greater Jewish unity in national and i nt ernational affairs. 

•· Greater Participation in Social Reconstr uction 

Finally we find a wide-spread oonsensus in favor of Judaism's te.lcing 

a much more active role in the concrete efforts to eliminate poverty. exploitation 

and war than it has heretofore. The philoso~hy underlying this su&gestion is t hat 

it is not enough for religion to enunciate mo ra l truths. it must actively explore 

and utilize the methods for the i r r ealization. R~bbi Goldenson puts it concisely: 

"If I shoull put ir.to a single sentence the present status of Reform, I would say 
that we ar on the eve of another period of profound searching, e.nd the mot ive of 
this re-examination is to be found i n the ever-growing belief that modern J udai .. 
must justif'y its continuing exis tence by contri buting to the s pir itual sanctions 
needed in the hope and labors of social reconstruc~ion . 

"Rightly understood. the missi on is nothing more, and ••• nothing l• .. , t hl'Ul the 
sense of responsibility for the e~bodiment in social behavior of the moral pr inciples 
enunciated by our spiritual forebears ••• If Judaism is to have a future, it must learn 
to te.lceto take its mission seriously •• Unfortunately our jewishness has for some time 
been negative , dtfensi ve, apologetic, and not sufficiently spiritually assertive and 
affi rmative." (77) 

w 

Dr. Morgenstern says: 
A 

The dir e ction and point of application of r eligion this new reformation will shii't 
from the future to the present •••• f rom thought and dogmas of reward and puni shment, 
of the frail end sinful nr ture of man. of the goal of individual salvation in the 
hereafter, to t he realization 0£ the duty and possible achievement of a better world 
here e.nd now ••• its interest. its purpose. its aspiration will be directid all to 
t 11 is life and to t;a privileged t ask of refashi oning this world as a pl e.ce of beauty 
Pnd song. 11 (78) 
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Rabbi Sidney Goldstein writes: 

"To religionite aociel life me Ans tnat; the s,rnagog must te..ke an active part in shap­
ing the new social order •••• If we take our stand with .Ama&iah, we shell go the waJ 
of every priesthood that has suppor t ed a social order of inequity and injuati..,., Vfe 
shnll go the way of the Greek Catholic Church in Russia and th~ Roman Catholic Church 
i n Spain ••• This is t he s~preme task of ~he synagog t a day: not to be the pr i!ft and 
prot;ector of a world filled wi~h wePkness lllld wickedness and woe; but to be tne 
prophet and the protagonist of ~new order thAt is f yir and strong and just."(79 ) 

Laymen. too. have expressed strong sentiments in this directi~n. A more vital 

re l etlon of Judaism and the labb1a to social pr oblems was the essence of the proposal 

of Roscoe C. Ne lson at the Council of the Union of American Hebrew Congregations 

in 1929: 

"Can Jud"lism, Reform or Orthodox. direct legat•e of the r iches (of social v1s1on 
and practice) Dr. Cronbach unveiled to our raptured gaze. permit itself to be iden­
t ified in the mind of the hUJDblest garment worker with the conception of the Church 
as the hand:ma.14 ot privilege , the bulwark of reaction? •••• 

"Why build eynagogues and endow seminaries if the adju.rations of the pr ophets 
have for us merely odldly historical interest , and if they leave our pulses un­
sti rred? ••• 

"The r abbi of JUdah who s.coedes to any such limitation. who foregoes the r ight, 
who betreys the mission t o war against glaring inequalities of privilege, becP.use 
his congregation prefers not to be e.nn.019d by being reminded of these tiresome 
e.nd Yexatious social problems, betreys t;he honor and ~radition of nis sacred ca.ll­
i.ng •••• A man who warns his rabbi to eschew t he subject of industrial problems, 
unwittingly it may be, but none the less truly,urges him to take the path, for him 
as rabbi, marked "The Road to Ignominy."(80) 

1.rr s . Ephreim Frisch re-echoed the urge to social reconstruction in the followi.ni; 

council of the Union in 1951.(81) 

On several occasions tne Central Conference of American Rabbis haa 

been concerned about its failure to attPact the Jewish workingman t o t he Reform 

r.ovement . In 1909 Rabbi Solomon Foster expressed the opin~on tnat tnis group 

is estre.ngbd from the synagog because it believes thet the synagogue is more inter-

~sted in the rich t han in the poor. He suggested that the Reform movement aCIJ.lire 

a greater knowledge about Jews in industr ial situations, and that "a course of 

lectures be given each year at the (Hebrew Onion) College on the industrial condi­

tions of our day." In 1928, Israel Mufson. Secretary of Labor Col lege in ~hilad•l­

nhia presented an analysis of the Spiritual Situation among Jewish Working People 

in America: he stated that the antipat~or bitterness which the average laborer 

f eels toward the synagog "prevail at present because of the utter disregard of the 

synagogue for the material weUare of its people."(83) And as &. remedy for the 

situation, he suggested - as others we have seen have suggested - that the success 
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of JudPi sm "can come only as civilization and cul ture are socialized end the economic 

v·orld so t r ansformed that the minimum of tomor row• s welf1ue will include more health 

ancl comfor t the.n the maximum of today's standards ." (83) 

Dr . Ke.plan e.sks : 

"What value has Pny ethical <loctrine \• hich simply sets up p goal without i n the l ee.st 
sngt;est ing the means wher ewitl. to atte.i!l the goal ? •••• The mission to teach w1iversal 
brotherhood is tf\ken seriously only when it is translated into e defini te pr ogram 
1 i xe t he doing av1ay with political nsti ons.lity or the outle.vn ng of war, or the estab­
lishment of induotrial ju:;tice or gr eater equality of oppor tunity fo r all . 11 

"True t o t heir histor ic t r e.dit t on, Jews sho 1l d c Jntinu~ to Utn.tify t r.emse lves with 
all act ivities and movement s whicn aim to abol ish pover ty, to socialize wealth, to 
ecusli ze opoor tunity, to fur the r security e.nd to establ ish \miversal pee.ce . "(26) 

E. Summar y of the Fi nd i ngs 

Now that we bPve completed our anal,is i s , it woul d be well to give e 

summa ry of our findings: 

1. JudP ism is in a Crisis 

a . Evidence that the crisis exists . 

b . Nature of the crisis: 

l ) Lack of a~equat a content in Jewish life . 

c . Evi l consequences to the Jew: 

1) Psycholo&ice.l conflicts. 

2) Lack of cultur al cre~tivity . 

d. Theory that Refor m Jud11ism is t He cause of the lo.ck of content: 

1) Unreality of defininG Judaism in e~clusively r eligious te rms . 

2) Error of breaking a.way from \Vorld Jewr y . 

3) Inadequacy of the Mission theor y . 

4) Theory that Judaism can be preserved onl y wi thin a total Jewish o.ilture, 

2 . New Directions advocat ed f or Jewish Life: 

a . Y~re Jewishness: 

1) In general. 

2) Judai sm as a Civilitation. 

3) More Jewish educe.tion : 

( a ) For childr en. 



(b) For youth. 

(c) For e.dults . 

(d) Extension to children not now affiliat ed with schools. 

(~) The central role of education in Juda.ism as a Civilization. 

4) Gre ~ter stress upon t he Hebrew language. 

5) Intr oduction of Jewish art. 

6) More Jewish ceremonials. 

b . Re ade.ptation of the Synagogue : 

1) Reinter pretation of its forms a 

(e.) As forms integrating Jewish l i fe . 

((b) Disagreement on emphPsis between ?ersonal and folk religion . ) 

(c) Ct1 ltivat i on of per som1l relig ion. 

2) Tenability of religious belief in the rnodern world . 

c . Cultivation of Jewisn Nationalism: 

1) Its i mportance . 

2 ) Its oor.ipat i~ility vrith the i.merica.n spj r i t . 

d . Reorgnnizat i on of the structure of the Jewish CoJIDDun1ty: 

1) I t s i mportance in view of pr esent snor toomings . 

2) Suggested remedies: 

(a) The S~ern Plan. 

{b) The Ka~lan Pl an . 

3) CowJUon tendencies in the tv:o plans: 

{a) Greater par ticipation in the Jewish Cor:unun i t y on the 

pa.rt of t he laity. 

(b) More inclusive, democrat i c, and adequate Communal Or ge.nization. 

(c) Gr eater Jewish unity in nat ional ~nd i nte rnAtional affairs . 

e . G;eater participation in social reconstruction. 

The se findings now f 9rm the basis for the s t udy course proper. It will 

e.1:tempt to leed adults to e. favorable attitude toward all of the elements which we 

have arrived at under 2 (pp. 33- 4), that is, t he new directions advocated fo r Jewish 

l i f e . The course will not concern i tself with l , the analysis of the alleged crisis 

in which Juda.ism f inds itself1 since this was introduced merely to make the new dl r ec-
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tions inor e intelligible , as was stated above (D. 1 . p . 12) . 
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Chapte r III . Intr oduction to the Project . 

A. The Technique of the Course 

1 . General Motivation 

a.The first step in the t;iving of t lte course is obviously the sec~ring 

of p~rtici pe.nts. This . of course 1 wil l depend fo r its technique upon the particular 

temperament of the Rabbi and the means that he feels will serve him best . aowever, 

it is in place to iudicate here that the ser mon co.n be used not only to ll.l'ouse ganer al 

i nterest in the course but specifically to point out the advantages which a course 

has over t he method of dealing with t he same ?roblems thr ough the medium of the pulpit , 

especi ally that t he cour se gives the member s t he opportunity to express their own 

opi nions and to do their own thinking and r eading on the subject s , and that the r ecom­

mendetions which this gr oup will aake wil l be put int o the actua l pr actice of the 

con&reg~tio119.l act i v i ties. Thus t he sermon itsel f can be the means which wi ll he l p 

to r emedy its own inherent t deficiencies (see p . 3) . l'hen , too, it is in place to 

repeat here the ~ mportance of securing the l eaders of congregational thougnt and 

~ct 1vity as members of the oour ~e in order to ultimately effect the motivation of 

the who le congr egation. (p. 10) 

b . The seoond at ep isthe organization of the membe r s . A t e chnique suggested 

f or this is as fo llows: 'J.'he l eade r can begin the whole pr ocedure by indicating that 

tne group h~s come t ogether as a committee of action, an unoffici~l "steer ing Committee 

for J eWish Life in America. " As such it wil l i nvestigate the needs of the Jewish 

people, and on the basis of t hem wi ll make coarete r ecommendations. Finally, it will 

ar point committees t o put the vario~s r e commendations into effect in i ts Olfll synagogue 

and community; these committ ees will l ater repor t back to the steering committee as to 

tneir progress . 

Such a steer ing committee would ther efore need a secretary , it would then 

1 e i ndicated, in or der to r ecor d t he r econunendations made, as weli as to preser ve an 

agenda of problems that have been raised b ut which, pending consideration of other 

~rotlems, have to be tabled for futur e discus sion. 

c . The third step is t he sett ing of the motivating pr oblem for the whole 

co•Jrse . Since the committee is to guide Jewish life, it should be inciicated that it 



37 

JITllSt f~ r st- consider: What do J~;s need? Thus , for example, are tne re any special 

:ir ob l esns which the Jews face but i-lh i ch t he Gent ile ~.mer ican does not meet? 

At the fi:-st meeting of the gr oup, 'l.nd wi th?ut e.ny orevious pre:>are.ti on. 

the group will be asked t o su~gest answer s to t his question. These will be formu­

lated immediately, and r e co r ded by the secretary as pr oblems for cons ide r ation. These 

~~11 Jndoubtedly center about tne"anticipated outcomes" as indicated for t his questi on 

in Ch apt*tr IV• Tl: en ~ne of them will be immediately cnosen as the fir st one to be 

clnsidered . Then the leader will stress the importance of understanding the question 

H.o roughl y before attempting to SUGgest pos sibl e solutions and he will il.i rect them to 

certs in readings the.t will lead to an adequate appreciation or the question. 

2. Consi der ation of Specific Problems 

e. . Their Origin i n Discussion. Acco r ding to t he procedur e that we have 

be(n inriicoting, the oonsider~tion of each s pecial ?r oblem ~~11 arise out of the dis­

cussion. Thus the group itself wi l l subgest t he need for its consider etion. 

b . Re adings by Par ticipants. The members ~~11 then p r oceed to read mater­

ials conce r ned with the problem. The syllabus of the readings will be arro.nred in th1~ 

r~rm : fi r st the general proble~ will be stated, to be followed by specific questions 

to r. e kept in mini! d•Jring the reading, then t he r eadings bearing on these questions 

be listed. The particul ar readings to .be· l~sted will be chosen for their concise­

~ess and adequacy in de~ling with the essence of the pr oblem, for t heir harmony with 

the te~perruneot v:itn t he snt i cipnted ?al"tieipe.nts, and for their availability to 

~c~r~gationP l l i braries. They will be l isted e.nd numbered i n or der of t heir ex­

cellence . In some cases, wher e the readings on the subject are very numerous, those 

whi ch a.re least valuable as re~dings for the ltJty, because they are more diffuse, or 

) Pn~thy or difficult , will be listed le.st under "Further Re adings" . They can be of 

•al .a to the leader as well ~s to t nose of the course that nave the time a.nd the inclin­

ation to pursue the pr oblem more ful l y . 

c . Return to the Group for Di scussion. At the compl etion of a specific 

group of r eadings, the participants will r eturn t o the next session of t ne discussion . 

~ere there can be considered all of the questions in the S8Jlle fonn as they were exprsssed 

in the syllabus of readings. As an aid to the l eader we have listed in each case the 
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that should ~rise as answers to questions asked. The discussion will involve 

an evaluation of tho analyses given. but a consideration of the possible so­

lutions . In each case the participants will have opportunity to bring their own ex­

periences and opinions to bear. And the discussion will always culminate in the adop­

t ion by the group of t ne most likely solutions. Then in the same discussion there will 

raised at once the question as to whether these solutions lead to further problems. 

so, whet ere tney? The group will suggest possible answers to these questions. And 

i t will be dir ected. in turn. to further readings. dealing with the problem& t hey have 

just rai sed. In this way the group will continue to .function until all the related 

problems which we have set for consider~tion have been dealt with . 

3. Appointment of committees of Action 

At each point wnere the committee amves et a specific r ecommendation 

whose chief problem is that of concrete ap':llication in a specific way. it will com­

plete its consideration of the recommendation ar.d t urn it over to &. committee of 

action appointed for the Stiecific purpose of putting this recommendation into effect. 

Thus after having arrived at the conclusion that Jewish e ducation should be exi;ended 

to those Jewish children who are not now affiliated with schools, by means of communal 

schools set up for tne purpose. the course will leave further consideration of the 

problem to e Committee on Communal Education, whose duty it will be to establish or 

further the actual i nst i tution recoDDnendad. 

These committee should include members of the congregation who 

been participants in the course as well as those vlho have. They should, of course. 

endeavor to select the moat capable l eadership possible; at the same time they should 

endeavor to distribute the work so that all members of the congregation should have 

some active function in one committee or t he other. 

4 . Reporting of t he Committees of Action 

On designated occasions, follov.ri.ng the completion of the study course 

pr oper, the committees of action should report back t o the "Steering Committee", that 

i~, t he whole group. This will give the gr oup the op~ortwrity to suggest further 

action that might be taken, or different techniques that might be employed, or further 
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study ~hat should be undertaken. Jn this way the course cen set up e. permanent, 

functioning body for action in the congregation, as well as for study th~t shall be 

relevant to such action. 

B. How the Course E:nbodies t he Determined Objectives 

A glance at the sequential pr oblems in t he cour se reveals clearly that 

tne course does direct itself toward t he particular objectives which we haTe arrived 

at in Chapter II~ The study is led from the init i al motivating question of "Does the 

Jew have s pecial pr oblems in America" to a cons i deration of economic and social discri­

mination. This leads t o the psychological problem which the Jew has in fortifying him­

self against an unfgvorable environment . As means of fo r tifying him psychologically 

various prooosals will be made . One will be Jewi sh cducationi in consider ing it a 

favorable attitude can be developed toward a 1nore intens i ve and extensive Jewish 

education (a S - p . 33) , as wel l as t oward Hebrew, Jewish art, and ceremonials (a 4, 5, o -

p .34}. Another proposal will be greater a!'fil iation ~~th the synagogue. In consider­

i ng it, an underst anding of the special r ole of Jewish c9r emonials and worship in 

integr ating Jewisn life (b l a} can be developed, as well as an urge towar d a deeper 

personal religion (b l c) . Greater affili ation with Jewish nationalism will be sug­

gested. Its import'Ulce (c l) and co~patibility with the American S?irit (c 2} can be 

elucidated here . And a more ac~ive parti cipation i n the Jewi sh community will al so 

qr ise as a solution (d 3 a) . I t needed reorganiiation on a mo r e democratic and inclu­

sive basis (d 2 a,b; d 3 b) will arise from s oonsider fft ion of its pre sent shortcominas 

(d 1). 

Another answer to the i nitial question will be th~t the Jew must meet a 

ris ing ooliticel anti- Semitism. The discussion on how t o me • t this will le~d t o a 

favorable attitude toward greater J ewi sh unity in nati onal e.nd international af'faira 

( d 3 c) end will str engthen the i.r.l!Jrtenoe of Zioni S111 { o l ) . And a desire for a more 

l'unde.mental solution will lead t o a motivation t ow&rd social reconstr uction , especi ally 

al ong the lines of e conomic justice and peace (e) . 
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C. Klr' the Cour se Emboni e s the Educatio~al Pr i ncipl es 

We ~re now in a position to see mo re comprehensively how t he course 

embodies the educat ional principles which were developed in Chapte r I . The basic 

idea of the "felt need" is not only '::he fundamental geoere.l pr i nci ple which the 

ver y idea of the course f ulfills, by boing a more adequate tecnnique of motivation 

for act ivities which are carried on in the synagogue . But the pr inciple is also 

embodied interally in the working out of the course. For J ews in general already do 

feel the need to do something to meet social and economic di scriJnination and ~ r ising 

ent i - Semitism. Therefor e by beginni ng with these problems we are acting in harmony 

with the pr i nciple of the "felt need. " 

'fhe closel y r eleted principle of the psychological approach is met i .n 

cert by the same fact, ne..mely. that we er e ber;inning in accord&.nce Ylit n interesta 

alreac!y there. But it is also elltbodied in other weys: through hevi.ng the r eadings 

themselves popular and l ucid enough to harmonize with the t empe r of t he average lsyma.n. 

snd moderate enough to be in harmony vti.th his somewhat coaservative attitude . In this 

-r1ay we apply the criterion of temperamental ability(p. 7). The pr inciole of facili­

tation (p. 8), wnich means that knowledge 1a introduced just at tbe point \'1hen preceding 

i nformation has mAde tbe learner 1110st re~dy for it , is thoroughly embodied by our 

sequential method of rei ai ng problems. Thus we leac, for example, from psycholmgica.l 

oroblems t o problems of educP t ion, e.nd from t hem to problems of borne motivation. 

Student deci sion (p . 8) is a polied t hroughout the course. Indeed, the 

very respo-u;ibility for the direction of Judaism is thrust imMed.i 0 t ely upon the group. 
various 

Besides, the/pr oblems are considered as the result of their having been suggested by 

t he participants themselves. Fi nally, the or ganization of cvmmittees of action pro­

ceeds only af't6r t hG group hes made definite reconanendations th~t they desire to have 

carried into effect . 

The pr i nciple of f u!'lct i oning knowledge (p . 9) is embodied by he.ving all 

of' the readings re levant to the recom~ndo.tions Ythi ch the group might make . Thus the 

knowledge gaineri in the course "'ill ndt only affect the action of the steer ing comm.i-

tee, but will be carried over into t he actual op plicetion of the decieions to congrega-

tional life . through the committees of action. 
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NO\v that we have fully elaborated t hE technique of gi ving our course, 

and have s nown how it err~odies both the objectives and the educational pr inciples 

which we have arrived at. we are ready to present the course proper. 
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Chapter IV. The Project 

Pe.rt I. 

MOTIVATING ffiOBLEll: IS THE J~ COMPLETELY ADJUSTED TO /J.1ERICAN LIFE1 
- THAT IS, DOES THE JEW E!AVE SPECIAL PROBL~~S ~'fll!Ctt Tt:F.: ORDINARY AMERI CAN 

DOES NOT HAVE? 

AMTICIPATED ODTCOl.IB.S: (See note 1, below) 
The answers which ma,y be expected a.re: 

l . The Jew suffer s f rom economic discr imination. 
2. The Jew suffer s f .· om social discrimination. 
3 . The Jew has to face spectal psychological problelll.6 . 
4. The Jew is threatened by a r ising tide of anti- Semitism. {See note 2) 

PROBLFJ6 I . THE ECONOMIC PRO:DLE!.f or· THE Jm'. 

1. Does economic discrimination aggJ.nst the Jew r coresent a serious problem? 
2. In what fields i s it esnecially in evidence? 
3. Is it increasing or decreasing RS a result of the depression and the other 

current economic trends? 
4 . Are the suggested solutions valid as v.rsys of meeting the pr oblem? 
5. What additional suggestions would you make? 
6. What action would you r ecommend that this group take to helc b~ing about 

an optimum solution f or this problem? 
7 . What specific activities or projects could it unde r take! 

READINGS: 
A. Economic adjustment 0£ the Jew in general : 

1. Christians Only, Heywood Broun and George Britt, N.Y. 1931, PP• 125-187, 
203-245, 294-303. 

2. Choosing a Li t e Work - Source Material for Discuesions, Joseph Zubin, 
Union of Aiuerica.n Hebrew- Congregations (t o be oublished soon), aee 
The Jewiab Problem in Medicine , Law, &usiness, Education, esp. part 
B II (Discrimination) in each of sections IV, V, Vl , VII . 

3. Jewish Handicaps in &nployment Market, in Jewish Experiences in America, 
Bruno Lasker, N.Y. 1930. PP• 64-71 . 

4. Jews, J obs and J~stice# J.X. Coben, Op.inion, Dec. 14, 1931, PP• 6- 9 . 
5. The Jew on the Faculty, Johan J. Smertenko, Opinion, May 2, 19~2. P• 11. 
6 . Diacri.l!l.in.ation in Medical School s , David Otis , Opinion, Jan. 25, 1932, P• 7 . 
7 , Is a Jewish University Needed in America? Louis I. Ne'WDlB.ll, Opinion, 

December 28, 1931, PP • 10-11 • . 
F. Is the Jewish Boy or Girl Handicapped in the Business, Literary, or Profes­

sional World? A Symposium, Jewisrt Forum, Feb. 192b, P• l6ffJ Uarch 
1925, P• 82 tf. 

Notes: l . All material under Anticipated outcomes , Sug~ested Solutions, 1''urtner 
Solutions, and Activities in which the Group might Engage ere only fo r 
the leader. They would be omitted in a syll~bus for tne participants. 

2. A wor d of exple.nation as to the order in which these pr oblems will be 
treated is in olace here. Economic discriminatior. wi l l be taken up a s 
Prob . I. Social discr imination will be cons idered in Prob. II, and as 
part of the same section psychological vroblema will be consider ed in the 
the light of tne economic and social situation. A consideration of t he 
political anti-Semitism wil l be del~yed until Part III . Al.though this 
problem, i n common with 1, 2, and 3, leads logically into Part II , the 
Integration of the Jew into his Gyoup, it is post poned because it is also 
the motivation for greater Jevrish Unity and for movements against economic 
insecurity and war . For it was felt tnst solutions should follow the mo­
tivating or obl ems as closely as possible . If anti- SemitiSlll were consider« 
immediately afte r social discrimination it v:ould su~i;e st solutions t he 
consideration of which would have to be de layed until the lengthy l'art 11 
"ould be finished . 
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I. The effect of the de nression e.nd other current economic trends: 
l . The Economic !lnd Industr ial Status of .Ame r ican Jewry, l . M.Rubinow, 

Prooeeeings, National Conf . Jewish Social Service, 1932, pp. 28- 38. 
2. Present Day Economic Tr ends and their Effects on Jewish Life in Ame r ica, 

Selig Pearl.ms.n , Paper pr esented to the Council for the Advancement 
of American Jewish J.ife , Chicago, Dec. 27, 1933, to be published as 
pa.rt of thei r pr oceedings . 

3. Economic Changes in American Jewish Life during the Twentieth Century, 
Ben Selekme.n, Proceed. Nat . Cont . Jew. Soc . SerT. 1932, e sp. PP• 25-27 . 

4 . Chr istians Only, Broun and Britt, pp. 13- 14, 206-7. 
F. Judaism in a Changing CiTilization, Samuel Dinin, (Teacher s College, Colum­

bia University, Co~tributions to Education, no . 563) N.Y. 19~, 
PP• 152-4. 

F. Trends Affecting American Jewish Lite, Panel Discussion, part by Sel ig 
Pear lman, Proceed. Nat. Conf' . Jew. Soc . serv. 1933, P• 18. 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOUES OF DISCUSSION: 
1. Economic discrimination is a ver y ser ious orob l em. 
2. It is t o be found in almost all fiel ds to Which the Jew tur ns for 

empl oyment , notably: 
a . in general commer cial employment , as cindicatcd by the number of 

empl oyment 8.6encies who even r efuse to list J ewish nrunes . 
b . in banks and insurance c omµMie s . 
c. in chain stor es . 
d. in empl oyment under contract. such as teaching (es1-ecially in univer­

sities) . engineer ing, c~emistry, n1r sing. 
e . ir. j imitation of nw:ibe rs of those that can Le trained, sucn e.s in 

medi cine. 
3. The de pr ession has incr egsed the disc rilninetioa by tiving eu~loyers a 

much greater number of applicAAts f r om wnich to chose in filling a job. 
4 . Other r ecent econo~ic tendencies have e.ffecten the Jew adversel y: 

a . The rise of tne chain store h~s been crowdins; out the litt~e inde­
pendent mer chants, 0£ which a gr eat pr oportion ar s Jews; e.nd the 
chain stor es themselves r arely hire Jews as manager s or otherwise 
exce pt in ~artieularly Jewish neighborhoods . 

b . The r ise of t r ade associations , further ed by t he ~fRA,. tends to bring 
back the guil d psychology. 'Which, especially in times when bus iness 
is scarce, wants to r estrict the number of claimants for business, 
and employs difference s of race and religion to do it . 

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS AND THEIR EVALUATION: 
l . Send J ews into occupations where there is no discrimination, especiall y 

agriculture . Not much hope her e because agriculture is in grave 
economi c difficulties; besides, it too is tending toward cor porate 
contr~l and t r ade associations. 

2. Per suade J ews not to go into the professions . This can scar cely be 
consider ed an ideal solution since it will often f or ce individuals 
to give up their own bent and aptitude. 

3 . Diminish t ne co1:1petition by creatin~ a cooperative commonwealt h in 
which society will ensure tnat each individual will have a place. 
A goal certai:'lly to be worked for but not lhely to be e.chi.eTed in 
the near future . (The secretA.Ty should record this as a problem to 
be ta.ken up more fully later ) . 

FtmTHER SOLUTI01'!S VIHIC~ "IGHT BB SUGGESTED: .., 
1 . Prot est against the discr iminat ion. Not lilely to have great effect 

in view of the scarcity of jobs . 
2. Protect the Jew against ill psycl.ologi col conseque!'lces by integrating 

him in the Jewish group. (Thi s may not ar ise here but ~ill certainly 
be a direct outcome of Prob l em II. ) 
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ACTIVITIES I N \1H ICii THE GROUP !!!GdT ENGAG£: (See note 1 ) 
l . Conduct ~ survey of t he pro portion of Jewish employees in the ~usinesses 

of member s of the congre~ation. 
?. . Conduct e. SUT'Vey of the prooortion of Jewi sh em~. loyees in l:He busineaaea 

of the major indust r i es of t he cit y . 
3. Organize cl'llling committees to i nte rview non- Jewi sh em:1l oye11a well Jc:nown, 

t o member s of t he cong r egat ion for t ne ?Ur pose of fostering fr iendly 
relations and frank aiscu ssion of the pr oblem. 

4 . Organi ~e classes in business 11Jll8nner s" for Jewish girls and young men 
to help eli~inate che.racteristi cs which emoloyer s f ind objectionable 
in Jews. 

A CO!lliITTEE on J ewish Employment shoul d be appointed to accomplish 1hese th:iJgS 

PROBLEM II. THE SOCIAL AND PS"fC!!OLOGICAL FROBLE'.!S OF THE JFJ'i: 

1 . Where does t he Jew meet social discriminat i on? 
READINGS : 

1 . Christians Only, pp. 52- 66, 72-124, 246-267. 
2. Jewish Expe r iences in America, Lasker, pp . 75-601 80-87. 

2 . Do t he social and economic discri minati ons reulst i n psychologicel pr obl ems 
for the Jew'! 

3. i'lhat way of meeting the problem ia suggested? 
4 . Is the suggestions sound? 
5. What f urther solutions of the pr ob lem ltoul d you suggest? 
6. 'What specific pr ojects or P..ctivities could this g,roup further to hel p 

meet t he problem? 
READIUGS: 

l . The Island '::ithin, Ludwig Le~~sohn, New York , 1926, ell, or 77 on. 
2 . Israel, Ludwig Lewi sohn, 1~. Y. 1925, pp 19- 47, 258-9. Quoted in part 

in Dinin, 119-120. 
3. Jewish Re l i gious Educat i on, }..brq,ham N. Fre.nibl ~u, Mimeograph, ilebrew 

Union College, Sect. IJI , pp. 4-6. 
4 . Jewish Education and C~istian Religi ous Educ~tion, Jacob s . Golub, 

Hebr ew Uni on College Uonthl y, Jan. 15, 1932, p . 5 tf, esp. parts 
II. VII, VIII. (Excellent, but may be too difficult fo r average 
layman; l eader should direct var i ous chosen meabers to it) . 

5. P.euben Cohen Enters Amer i can Life, Irwin Edman, Menorah Journal 1926, 
PP• 246-255. 

6. Juda i sm at Bay, Horace Kallen, N. Y. 1~32 , pp. 177-181 (the case of 
Jonah Guttman. ) 

7. Th~ Ghetto, Louis Tiirth, Chicago 1928, Ch XIII The Return to the 
Ghetto , esp. pp 263-269, 280-l . 

8 . The Jew on the Faculty, Johan J. Smer tenko, Opini on, Me.y 2, 1932, 11. 
9. Reuben Cohen Claims his Inherit ance, I nvi n Edman, Menorah Journal, 1926, 

PP• 268- 76 . 
10. Changing Conoeptions i n Jewish Education, Emanuel Gamore.n, N. Y. 1924, 

Bk. 2, PP• 34-54, esp . 46- 47 . 
11. Human Traits, lrwin Edman, N. Y. 1920, PP• 149- 51, 159, 161. 
F. A Jewish Note Book, Ludwig Lewisohn, Opinion, July 1933, p. 10, and 

A~uat 1933, p. 20 . 
F. This People, Lucbl i g Lewisobn, N. Y. 19~3, The Saint, S-70. 
F. The Chal l enge of ,tnti- Semitism, El isha U. Fr iedman, Menorah, Feb. 1922, 

pp 15- 22 . 
F. Reuben Cohen Conside r s Anti - Semitism, In>.~n Edman, Uenorah, Jan 1929, 

PP• 24, 30, 31. 

Note 1. These actiVJ.tiea may be embodied in t he course in var ious optional ways . 
They may be a part of the discussion, in which case so~e of t hem wil l a r ise 
fr~~ the partici pants, o.nd the r est may be suggested by the leader. Or 
they may be all reserved to be subges t ed and discussed in t he snecial com­
mittees of action appointed for the var ious f ields. 
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F. Reuben Cohen Goes t o College, Irwin Edman, Uenore.h Ap.-Ua,y 1926, 
PP• 127-37. 

F. A College Jew Looks at Juda.ism, Abra.ham H. La.as, (}oi nion, ~ay 2. 1932, 
P • 9. 

F. Anti-Semi tism, Universities and the Jewish Spir it. Eugene v. Rostr ow. 
Opinion .. May 2, 1932, p . 12, Per. 1. 

AllTICIPATED OUTC0l$S: 
l . Jews meet social discrimination in ool l eges, clubs - especially 

university clubs , residence s .. hotels, resorts. 
2 . The discr i ninations of social and economi c nature r esult in 

psychol ogical problems for the Jews es evidenced by these facts : 
a. Some Jetis assume Gentile names and pr etend t o be Gentile s 

and live in fear of being found out. 
b. Seine , pretendi!lf; to be Gentiles , nate t nemselves for their 

pretense . 
c .Hany Jews p. re great l y embarrassed vmen the wor d "Jew" is men­

tioned .. or wt1en anytnini; oa.rticula.rly Jew1sn is brought to the 
attenti on of t he Gent ile worl d. 

d. Some Jews h1lte t he peonle f r om \•mich they have come . 
SUGGESTED SOLUTION .UlD ITS EVALUATION : 

1 . A closer integration of t he Jew with his peo?le and its cult ur e, 
so that he may a ppreciate the v1orth of his !)eopl e and of their 
contributions to civilintion. I n that we:y he cay e.ccept his fate 
as a Jew ee.sily and with st rength. 

2. (Evaluation) Its essential soundness, be ing based upon the neces­
sity of the individual's having a definite feeling of status, of 
helonging. This t he Jewish gr oup can tive to the Jew. 

FUBTHKR SOLUTIONS LIIEL~ TO BE SUGGESTED: 
1. Protest ,.ga inst the discr iminations. iiot l ikely to ha"ft! a pro­

Aound effect . 
2. Assimilate compl etely into the dominant Gentile group. 

The objections to thi s ar e: 
a . Uost Jev.ts do not desi re it , but r ather f ind deeper congenialit 

in t heir own group. 
b . The Gentile 'VOrld continues to regard a pe rson of Jewish origin 

as a Jew .. no matter what religion be chooses or with whom he 
associates . 

3. Est~blisn adequate social activities for Jewsto compensate for 
their reject ion elsewhere . (This suggest i on should be r eferred 
back to the gen~ral solut~on of integrating the Jew with his 
people.) 

ACTIVITIES IN frlICH THE GROUP tl!GHT ENGAGE: 
1 . Conduct a s•1rvey of the socifll discriminations f\611inst tne J ew 

in t he community, including universit ies, recreational clubs, etc. 
~ . Determine where exclusion of Jews actually l eaves t hem without 

n~eded soci al f Roilities . 
~. Br ing these facts beck to the oant r sl committee for furtner action 

t o be determined on the basis of them. 
4 . s i udy the r easons advanced for s ocial discrimination e.g 0 inst 

t he Jew. 
5. Organi~e clesses in soci al "Manner•" for young peo?le going into 

f ields where social discriminat i on is a pressing problem. 
6·. Go to t he psychiat r ists of the City and volunteer COO!Jeration 

with h im in cases yJhere he bel ieves a closer integration with 
the Jewish group would help correct t he mental probl:mms of a 
patient . (Here, of cour se, the committee v1ould have to act 
entirely confidential l y . ) 

A COMMITTEE on Social Adjustment should be appointed to carry out 
these activities . 



46 
P11rt II . 

MOTIVATING PROBLH.t: RCM CAN 'ffi lNT'ffiRATB 1'1:iE J lilY INTO JflS GROUP. SO AS TO GlVE 
HIM THE ESSENTIAL FEELING OF STATUS \7'lI CR WILL ANABLF. HIM 1'0 SUS'l'AIN HIS 
PSYCilOLOGICAL NORMALITY IN TlfF. 1'' ACE OF THE REBUFr'S OF THE YIORLD? 

ANTICIPATED OUTC\.MES: 
The answers which may be ex!-ected are: 

1. Provide Jewish Education. 
2 . Provide a Jewish home. 
3. Secure greater partici pation in the synagogue . 
4. Secure g r eater pa:t i cipation in Jewish communal activities. 
r; . Secure greater participation in Ji:>nism. 

(See note l ) 

PROBLEM I . JEVnSH EDUCATION. 

l. Is pr e Rent day J ewish education adeqw;te? 
a. The Sunday School. 

1) Is the Sunday School adequate? 
2) ~~at are the causes of its inadequacies? 

READINGS: 
1 . Forty Years of Reform J ewish Education - Its Ach ievements and ita 

Failures. Jacob B. Pollack. Central Conf. >.tu. Rabbis Year Book, 
Vol . 39 (1929), pp. 402-433. esp. Concl usion 4~~. 

2. We Kave No Jewish School for America, Jacob s. Golub, Opinion, 
June 13, 1932, p. 12ff. 

3. The Gener al Situation in the Jewish Sunn~y School. E. Gamor an, 
Jewish Education, Vol l , no . 1. pp. 25-33, esp. 30- 33. 

4 . Discussion by Rabbi Beller on Pollack•s art i cle, idem. 457- 8 (CC 
Yr. Bk. vol. 39). 

F. A Crit ical Evaluation of t he Refor m Religi ous School, Solomon j.,. 
Fineberg, CC.AR Yr . Bk. vol. S9, pp. 439-52 , esp. Summary P• 451. 

F. A Rabbi T~kes Stook. Solomon Goldman. N. Y. 1931, p. 18~ 
F. A Survey of 125 Rel. Schools, E. Gamoran, Cincinnati 1~25, PP • ~9 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES: 
l..The Sunday School is inadequate, as evidenced by the f ollowing: 

a. The chi l dren do not get enough out of it, t hey themselves fee l 
that it is a waste of time . 

b.The school eften l eads t hem t o unfavorable attitudes toward 
Judaism rat11er the..n fa•orable. 

c. The chi ldren are not taught in such a way as to desire to 
continue their studies later. 

2. The causes of its inadecpacies are: 
a. There is a lack of motivation of t he child. 
b. There i s not enough time allowed for instruction. 
c . There is a l ack of trained teachers. 
d . The re is a lack of adequate and compet e.nt supervis ion. 
e. The curr iculum o~en dea ls wi th matter s uninteresting and 

unintellig1ble to the child. 
f. The met hods are too forma l and disciplinary and do not call 

e~o~gh upon our~oseful activit y on the par t of the child. 

3) ¥/hat coul d the home do to help correct the inadequacies of the achooll 
a) How could it incr ease the motivation of the child? 
b) What specific activities could this gr oup undertake in order to turther 

Note l . w2n (Provide a Jewish Home) will be considered under "l" (Jewish Education) 
in order that the pr oblem may be made i.nuneniately r elevant to the members 
of the course, by putting it in this form: How can the home make the 
Jewish school mor e effective? 
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the motivation of the school work on t he part of the homei 
READINGS: 

l. Jewish Religious Education, A.N.Franablau, Mimeograph, Heb . Union 
College, pp. 9-11 . 

2. The Role of ' the Parent and the Layman in Jewish Educs.tion,L.Levinthal, 
J. Ed. Vol V. No . l. Jan-March 1933, esp. pp. 14-15. 

3. The Next Decade in Jewish Education, s. Benderly, Jew. Ed. Vol. IY. 
No. 1. Jan- Mftl"ch 1932, esp. p. 15. 

4. The Status of Adult Education Among American Jews, Isaac Landman, 
Religious Eoucation, Vol . 25, No . 7, esp. pp. 639- 40. 

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS: 
The home could i ncrease the motivation of children by: 

l . Discussion of Jewisn t opics by the frunily. 
~ . Having Jewish books and periodicals on t he table. 
3. Raving Jewish pictures in t he home. 
4 . Having Jewish 10usic in the home, which includes singing 

Jewish songs, tuning in on Jewish concer ts, and the like . 
5. Obser ving Jewish ceremonie s end holidays. 

ACTIVITIES IN VfdIC.ll THE GROUP MJGHT ENGAGE: 
1. Determine what are the best J ev•ish periodicals which could 

be r e ed oy the whole family, which are of special interest -
for children, i ntellectual interest, etc. 

2 • .tTepare a list of these, telling their nat ure and providing 
a secretary "Who Will collect money f or, them e..nd send away 
for them. 

3 . Prepare a list of the most appealing Jewish books f or various 
ages , indi cating their prices.'llld the secretary through 
whom they may be purchased. 

4. l~vestigate the Temple library to determine the extent of 
its US'e Md the proportion of the most appealing moder n 
Jewish books that are to be found there. 

5. Suggest means for correcting any deficiencies in the library. 
6 . oetermine what are the most a?pealing Jewish works of art 

that would beautif y a ho~e. 
7 . Li st them Yrith t neir description, indicating where they Ctul 

be obtained. 
8 . Prepe.re a list of the be ::;t Jewis1, music !'or the nome -

songs , piano, Yiolin, victrola, etc. - and indicate a 
secretary t hrough whom they may be purchased. 

9 . Post an announcement of t he times when Jewish music can 
be heard on the radio . 

10 . Prepare a l ist indicating what mater ials are available for 
home calibration of festivals, and indi cate a secretary 
through whom they ms.y be obtai ned . 

11. Convene the parents for the purpose of intr oducing them to 
these Jewish things and to the committee t hrough wnich they 
can obtai n them. 

A COMMITTEE On the Jewiah Home should be appointed to carry 
these activities into effect . 

c) What types of activity coul d the home encourage the child to parti­
cioate in, in order to make the school more vital to the child? 

d) Vlhat act\ vi ties ooul d t he group undertake to further this encourage­
ment ? 

READINGS: 
1. Jewish Re~igious Education, A.N.Fran~blau, Mimeogr aph, HUC, 13-15 . 
2. The Curriculum of the Future J ewish Sunday School, E. Gamoran, 

Jewish Education, Vol. V. No . l . J an-March 1933, esp. :SS ff. 
3. A Rabbi Takes Stock, Solomon Go l druan, N.Y. 1931, PP• 17-18. 
4 . A New Approach to the Problem of JudRism, Mordecai M. Kaplan, 

N. Y. 1924, PQ• 1-8. 16-27. 
5. A Curriculum ror the Primary Grades , J.S.Golub, Jew. Ed. Vol. III . 

No . 1. Jan .. March 1931,, pp. 49-55. 
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6. Jude.ism i n a Chrulging Civilizat ion, Dinin, pp. 2Q0-201, 206, 
208- 9. 

7 . Theor ies of Amer icanization, Isaac B. Berkson, N. Y. 1920, 133-1. 
F. Toward a Recons t r uction of Judaism, M.M. Ke.plan, Me norah, 

April 19?.7,pp. 128- 9 . 

SUGGES TED SOLUTIONS: 
The home should encourage the child to par ticipate in school in: 

l. Learning of the Hebr ew le.ngue.ge . 
2. Jewi sh plays, handiwork, songs. 
3. Festival observances. 

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH TKE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE: 
l. Establish a sisterhood committee on t he preparation ot 

costumes and properties fo r plays to be given by the 
school. 

2. Det~rmine what ar e the best t imes to hold additional ses­
sions of the school in order t hat there may be t ime for 
the additional activities. 

3. Det ermine what expert help is available in furthering 
Hebrew instr uction and Jewish art and dr a.ma ; elicit this 
aid for t he Sunday Sch~ol program. 

A COMMI'l'TEE on the New Jewish School shoul d be appointed. 

b . The Extent of Elementary Jewish Education. 
1) A.re all Jewish children given the opportunit y of a Jewi sh Education? 
2) What solution is suggested in or der to make provision fo r all Jewis.n 

children? 
~) What further suggestions coul d you make to solve the problem? 
4) What specific ~ctivities could this group undertake to solve i t7 

READINGS: 
1. The Strength of Hebrew in America, Uziah z. Enge l man, Yenor ah, 

Varch .1929, 233-5. (A summary of other s findings . ) 
2 . Jewish Education, Shall i t Stand A.lone? Ben Rosen, Jewish Forum, 

March 1926, p . 19 . 
3. Conununal Re spons!.bility of the Synagogue to Jewish Education. 

Eme.nue! Ge.mor an, Barnett R. Brickner, Jew. Ed . Vol . III . Mo. 3 
(Oct-De~ 1931) 135-161. 

F. Extent and ~oat of Jewish Educ8tion in t he Unit ed Stat es, David 
Cedarbawn, Jew. Ed. Vol. I , No . 1, (Jan 1929) p . 52. 

F. A Survey of 125 Re l igious Schools, Grunore.n, p. 39. 
F. Jewish EducAtion ~o New York City. Alexander Dushkin, N. Y. 1918, 

pp. 388- 93. (Shows that t his has been a per sistent problem.) 

ANTICIPATED OUTC011Et: 
l. Only about one- fourth of the Jewish children in the country 

r eceive any Jewish edGoation. 
2. The l ength of attendance of t hose who do r eceive some 

J ewish education i s oft en very short . 
PROPOSED SOLUTION: 

l. Schools support e d by t he general Jew~sh community should 
be set uo, meintPined and extended. 

FURTHER SOLUTION LIKELY TO BE SUGGESTED: 
l. Provision should be made to include children of non- members 

in the Temple schools. 
ACTIVITI ES IN WHI Cii THE GROUP MIGB'l' ENGAGE: 

1. Conduct a survey determining who arethe children who are 
receving no Jewish educati on in the conununity . 

2. Correspond wi th the Union of Ar:lericen Hebrew Congregat i ons 
and with t he Jewish Welfare Board to determine how similar 
s i t uations have been met. 



3. Carry forth the program to actually meet the situation. 
A COWITTEE on Communal Jewish Education ahouJ.d be appointed. 

c . ~outh Education. 
l) Is special education f or the Jewish youth needed? 

READINGS: 
l. The Next Decade in Jewish Education, Samson Bender ly, Jew. Ed. 

Vol . s. No. l, Jan- Me.rob 1953, esp . pp. ls..16. 
2. A New Approach to the Problem of Judaism, M.M. Kaplan, 52-60. 
3 . Our Y61h, Louis Me.rshall, Jewish Forum, May 1923, 274-81. 
4 . The Future of the Jewish Student in Am. , N. Isaacs, Jew. Fcrum, ~ar. •22, 13lf. 

2) How does the absence of youth and aduJ.t education affect the problem 
of motivating the child's education? 

READINGS: 
(Adequate readings snecifically on this subj ect have not been found, 
however the r eadings list:Alislder 3) How could the home increase the 
motivation of the child, hint at th~ answer. The answer can easily 
be brought out in t he discussion. ) 

3) Vfhe.t projects c-0uld this group unde rtake to further youth education'/ 

AlITICIPATED OU'!'CO~S: 
l . :,pecial education is needed for the Jewish youth, for he bas 

special ~roblems: 
a. He must reconcile the moral standards and ideals teught him 

as a child with the current practices of hi s day . 
b . He must make an intellectual and emotional adjus tment to his 

first mature reali sation of his status as a Jew in the world . 
c. He must determine whether he will meet his newly expanded nee• s, 

social, intellectua, artistic, totally under oon- sectar i8ll 
auspices or partly unde r Jewish auspices. 

2. Without youth aud adult education it is difficult to motivate 
the child, fo r , 

a. He t ends to view Jewi.sh education as something to be gotten 
over with . 

b . He tends to view Jewish knowledge and skills as something 
unnecessary, for after all, his older brothers and his 
parents do nothing vd.th them. 

ACTIVITIES IN i1HICii THE GROUP UIGHT ENGAGE: 
1. ConduQt a survey of the nwnber of Jewish young people who are 

in the city. 
2. Conduct a survey of the actual Jewish activities in vlhich 

young people are engaged. 
3. Call a Youth Conference on J udai sm and Youth to stllulate youth 

activity by discussi ons presen~ed by the young people on: 
a . The attitude of youth tow'""d Jewish life. 
b . The activities in which youth desires to participate. 
c . The sueci fic fo r m which these qctivities shall take : clubs, 

or classes, their l\Uspii.ces, etc. (The confer ence should 
immediately dteTr1ine the activities it wants , the dates on 
which they shall begin, and it should elect leaders of them.) 

4 . Further the newly formed activities thr ough publicity, confer­
ences with parents , securing the backing of frater nities, etc. 

A COA!MITTEE on Youth Activity should be appointed to accompli&h 
these things . 

d. Adult Educat i on . 
1) ls there e. special need for adult education·. among Jews? 
2) What pr oje ct s could the group undertake in order to further this end? 

READIHGS : 
1. A New Approach to the Problem of J'Uuaism, U.M. Kaplan, 61- 70. 
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2. The Status of Adult Educati on einon& American J ews, Isaac Le.udme.n, 
Religious Education, Vol . 25, No . 7, Esp. pp. 639- 643. 

I. Adult Educat i on and Judai sm, Jacob Singer, CCAR Yr. Bk. Vol. 38 
(1928) pp . 361-~ . 

F. The Place of Adul t Education in Jewish Life, •'.M. Kaplen, S.A.J . 
Rev iew, Vol . 7 , No . 24 (Feb . 2A 1928)~•• No. 26 (March 3 1928) 
pp. llff, (Pp. 12- 13. might well be used for general read.in~.) 

F. Adult Educe.tic:i - a Function of the J ewish School, Isaac Landman, 
Jew. Ed. Vol. V, No . 2, Apr i l - June 1933, pp . 79- 87 . (79- 80 
might be used for gener al reading.) 

F. Ad~lt ~ducation i~ the Jewish Center , Herman Jacobs , Jew. Ed . 
Vol . 5, No . 3, Oct .-Dec . 1933, 16l ff . 

F. Adult Education in Judaism, HYm.an G. Enelow, Cincinnati 1927 UAHC . 
(Contains histo r ical refer ences . ) 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES: 
1 . The adul t has s~ecial probJ.ems which must be met by Jewish cul­

tural activities e special ly designed for him: 
a. The accurate knowl edge of the trends e£f ecting current Je~~6h 

l ife. 
b. The problem of what movement s in current life the J ewish 

gr oup should further . 
c. The r elation of the home t o the education of the child 

(even as it has been considered above . ) 
d. The pr oblem of the directions which synagogue.l autivity 

should take. (This course is itself an .xampl e of meeting 
a need through adult education. ) 

e. The pr ob l em of keeping his l ife within t he Jewi sh group 
interesti ng and creative . 

ACTIVITIF..S I N t·ri.ICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE: 
l . Study further f r om a theoreti cal point of view, the educational 

flee .. of the adult. 
2. Send questionnaires t hroughout t he congr egation to determine 

what subject& of study and what ectivities t he members ere 
particulsr ly interested in, and what would be the best time 
for meetings . 

3 . Investigate t ne tnlentav8.l.lable fo r leading adult activities : 
intellectual, dr 8Jlle.tic, arti s t ic1 songs, artcra.ft. 

4. Recommend a specific s chedule of activities. 
s •. Fbrther it t h r ough publ icity, suppor t from sisterhoods, etc. 

A CO?OOTTEE on Adul t Education should be appointed. 

e . The Central Bureau of Jewi sh Education in the Community. 
1) now could such a Bureau impr ove the whole l evel of J ewish education 

within the city? 
2) What projects could t he group undertake in order to furthe r t he Bureau! 

READINGS: 
1. Congreg~tion and Community in Jewish Education, A. M. Du.shkin, 

Jew. Ed. Vol. 1, No . 2, May 1929 , 7~81. 
2 . The Development of a Community rrogr am in Jewish Education, 

A.M. Dushkin, Proceedings Nat •l.Conf. Jew. Soc. Serv. 1927, 
211-227, esp. 219- 22. 

3. The Effect of the .i:.conomic Depr ession upon Jewish Educational 
Act i vitie s , Pr oceedings, Nat • l . Conf. Jew. Soc. Se rv. 1931, 
46-49 . 

F. Aims and Activities of Jewi sh Educational Or ganizations in Amer ica, 
A.M. Dush.kin and Leo L. Honor , Jew. Ed. Vol . V, No . 3, Oct- Dec, 
1933, 136- 46. 

ANTICIPATED OUTCO \ES : 
1 . A central Bureau of Jewish Education in the community could 
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lmprove Jewish eaucntion in these ways: 
a . It could furnish professional , full-time consultation e.nd 

supervision to schools under syno.gogual auspices. 
b. It could develope more effective curricula. 
c . It could subject schools to objective measurements of 

achievement . 
d. It could provide Jewish education for children who are not 

affiliated elsewher e . 
e. Through comnunity projects, a.nd through activities between 

the various schools it could giTe the ~tudents a sense of 
belonging to the Jewish community with its various actiTi­
ties. and not merely to one congregation. 

f . It could establish Jewish High Sohoola and Adult Educetion 
on a community basis, which could secure a wider support 
than a.cy separate synagogue could obtain, and which there­
fore could afford a higher standard of wo rk . 

g . It could establish teachers• training schools and standards 
of teaching. 

ACTIVITIES IN WlIICH TBE GROUP MIGhT ENGAGE: 
l . lfhere there is a Bureau in the community, investigate what 

functions it is ,.ctually per forming. 
2. Consult with t he head of the Bureau to detem.ine the factor s 

that obstruct his fullest effectiveness. 
3 . Cooperate in removing those obstructions . 
4. \\'here ther e is no Bureau. i nvestigate the feas!.bility of estab­

lishing one. 
The matter snould be referred to the Committee on Comunal Jewish 

Education. 

PROBLEM II. GREATER PARTI CIPATlJN IN TrlE SYNAGOGUE. (See note l) 

1. Is the re l igious function of the synagogue losing its vite.lity'l 
2 . What are tne prob Able causes for its loss of appeal? 

READINGS: 
1. Jewish Life in Modern Times , I srael Cohen, Lonaon 1529, 263-67. 
2. Reuben Cohen Goes to Temple, Irwin Edman, Menor ah Journal, June 1928, 

527- 36, esp. 530. 
3. Reform Jud!lism Looks Ahead, Felix Morrow, }lenoreh Journal, M!l.l"ch. 1931, 

285-6. 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES: 
1. Synagogue worship seems to have lost some of its vitality, for: 

a . Many do ::iot e t; ten<i tne services, even tho~ they belong to 
the congregations. 

b. Interest i n the service proper is often lacid.ng, evenEllllong 
those wi o attend; for many of t hem come only for t he ser mon . 

2. The possible reasons fo r its 111ck of vita lity are: 
a. Some peopl e feel that the services are irrelevant to the press­

ing pr oblems of their life; they come only w11en their problem 
happen to fit in with the concerns whi ch chiefly pervade the 
sErvioe: consolation in bereflvement , support in trial and 
sickness. 

b. People who do not meet together for active furtherance of the 
a.L<s of which the service apee.ka, find woranipping together 
empty. 

c . People f ail to appreciate the r ole of Jewi.sn customs and cere­
monies in integrati ng a nd perpet uating Jewish life. 

d. Some feel that they can no longer believe in religion because 
of whet science teeches them. 

Note 1. We confin~ ourselves her e to a consideration of the devotional function 
o~ t he syn~ogue, since i~s edu?atione.l functions have already bean dealt 
w1th , and its other functions Wl.ll be consider ed under coll\J'lunel. activities. 
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3. Does a deep per sonal faith have significance in l ife? 
READINGS: 

1 . The Religious Life, Samuel s. Cohon, (Lecture notes to be published 
in the future) Cincinnati , 20-26, 37- 40. 

2. Human Traits, Irwin Edman, N. Y. 1920, 280-94. 
3 . Religious Life , (A Symposium) Religion and Personality, Ernest l'ittle , 

N.Y. 1929, 65- 84 . 
4 . Religion and the Modern Wor ld, J . H. Randall and J. a. Randall Jr ., 

N.Y. 1929, 187-207, esp. 192- 201 . 
5. Adventurous Rel igion, Harry Einerson Fosdiok, N.Y. 1926, 75-90• 1S6-15l . 
r . Tne Clinical Significa.nce of Religion, Bernard Glueck, CCAR Yr . Bk. Vol . 

S7 (1927) 344- 51. 
F. The Varieties of ReligiousExper ience, William James , N.Y. 1902, • sp. 

47-48, 896, 465- 6. 
F. The Rel i gious Consciousness , J . B. Pr att , N. Y. 1920, 35- 6. 

ANTICIPATED OUTCO\€ES : 
1. A deep personal f aith hes pr ofound significance in the life of 

the i ndividual 1 it can br ing: 
a . "A new zest which e.dds il:self like e gift to life , an<i t akes 

the form either of l yr ical enchantment or of appeal t o 
earnestness and he r oism. 

b . "An assuranoe of se.fet)' and a temper of peace, ~nd, in relat i on 
to other s, a preponderance of loving affections."(James 485- 6) . 

c. An ability t o meet t he frus t rations and t r age dies of life . 
d. A hee.1 thy balance which ce.n aid in throwing of f disea se . 

4 . Can we cont inue t o believe in r f ligious values in the ight of the picture 
of the world which acience gives us! 

READINGS: 
l. What We Jews Believe, Samuel S. Cohon, Cincinnati (UAHC ) 193 1. 

5-8, 13-i- 5, 146-8. 
2 . Science and Religion, {A Symposium) fo rward by M. Pupin, N. Y. 19~1, 

J ul i an Huxley 18- 21, J . Arthur Thomson 23- 36. 
~ . Bwne.n Tr aits, Ir1'fin Edman, N. Y. 1920, ~20-2 . 
-i . Religion in a ~asging World, Abba Hillel Silver, 

16-20, 29-50. 
5. Advent urous P.elie:io:i, ii . E.Fosdick, 1; . '! . 1526, 135- .:>l . 

ANTICIPATED OUTCO?lES: 
1 . Religious beli efs are tenable i n the light of science, for: 

a. Science is concerned with describing the nature of t he world 
and its development; it does not concer n i~self with t ne pr ob­
lem of "How did i t happen that tnis t ype of a wor ld was created 
in the first place. " Ther efore science has nothing t o se..y 
as to whether or not a Deity created the wor ld. 

b . Science is not concer ned wi~h the problem "i'fhat purposes is 
the world f ulfilling?" (Science has discuovered merely t hat 
there are ce r tain uniformities that operate in nature . 1nether 
or not these uniformities operat e in such a way as t o f urther 
certain pur poses is never considered by science.) Therefore 
a belief that the ..-orld is being di rected by God toward the 
~lfillment of cer tain purposes i s not denied in any way by 
the findings of sci ence. 

c . Science is concerned With analysis , it cE.ri never tel l one 
the value of tnings; religion i s concerned with ev&luati~ 
thillbs in t erms of tne r ichest human life it can concei Te . 
Thus, whe r eas science does concern i~self with finding tools 
f or accompl ishing any conceivable pur pose , re l i &ion i s 
C0:1cerned wi th dE>ciding which of these pur poses whould be 
furthered, e;ld with t he !lctua.1 furt~erance of them t nr ou.gh 
sti...-;ulatin& human emotions. 



5. Has congregational worship e.nd t he observe.nee of ceremonies special 
significance fo r the Jewish people? 

READINGS: 
1. Judaism as a CiVili~ation, Religions Place in lt, M.M.Kaplan. 

Menorah Journal, December 1918 , 509- 14. 
2 . Judaism at Bay, H. ~9llen , K. Y. 1932, 107- 110. 
3 . The Synagogue and Jewish Conununal Life, M. M.Kaplan, CCAR Yr. Bk. 

Vol. 42 (1932) 244- 47. 
4. A-ssimilation, M. Fishberg, Menorah Journal, Feb. 19 20, esp . p . 29 . 

Also pr inted in Jewish ~xperienoes in America, Lasker, 122- 6. 

ANTI CIPATED OUTCOMES : 
1. Congrege.ti :>ncl worship and observance of Jewish ceremonies have 

a significance t o t ue Jewish group beyond their religious meanillgi 
a . '!'bey are instrwneni. s in building a feeling of wtity in the 

Jewish people; t hr t..ugh pleasant and e.athetic associations 
with t heir peo?le, Jews become bound by emot ional tie s to 
their gr oup. 

b. They tend to per pet uate Jewi sh life in another w~: by being 
explicit , self- conscious eXPressions of t he Jewts determina­
tion to live. 

6. How do you believe synagogue worship could be made more appealing? 
7. What projects or studies could this group undertake in order to further 

t his end? 
READI NGS: 

(Adequate readings per tinent here have 
co~sidered the function of worship in 
t he participants should ha.Te frui tful 
discussion. ) 

not been found; but after he.ring 
detail, under questions 1 to 5, 
suggestions to offer in the 

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS: 
1. Changes in the ne.ture of Jndsh life: ma.he it mor e active 

and vital . (Through gr eater Jewish educa~ioc, a reor ganized 
community, l ionism.) 

2 . Change s in th& att itude of Jews t ovse.rd the service : 
a. Inaioate the speci al role of J ewish cu stoms and wor ship. (5, 

above . ) 
b . Demonstrate t he tenAbili ty of r eligious convictions in the 

modern wor ld of t hought. (4, shove. ) 
s. Changes i n ~ne na'ture of tne Trorship: 

a . Cr ea~e var ient services ewbodying current problems . 
b. Create service s each uni fied by developing a single ideal. 
e . Encourage A greet er participat i on of t he congregntion i n tne 

seFVice, t hr ough singing and r eading. 
d. Embody more pageant ry and symbol i sm i n t he servi ce. 
e . Embody passages from other Jewi sh i nspirational literature 

in order to very the traditional content of the service. 
ACTIVITIES rn 1.'~dCH THE GROUP lJIGHT ENGAGE: 

l. Study t he Jewish Holidays with the view of pr eparing a list 
of Sabbaths on which special pageantry could be employed in 
the service . 

2. Make a schedule of such services, end begin preparat ion for them. 
3 . Determine wbicb songs could most appealingly be sung in the 

service by the congregation. 
4. In cooperation with t he Conmittee on Adult Ecucation, train 

members in such songs and encourage t hem to sing them.. 
5 . l)gter inine whether or not a choir made up of members of the 

congregation is f easi b l e . 
6. Prepare a lis't of inspi r ational pas sages from Jev.iwh literature 

Vlhi ch c~uld be incor porated in the service# indicating its 
appro priate occasi on and place in the service . 

7 . Detei·mill~ which ideal s could most appropriately be used for a 
centrel t hread in a. service . 
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a. Attempt the writing of a service embodyi ng one of tnose ideals. 
A COMMITTEE on the Service should be appoilited. 

PROBLEM III. GREATER P>.RTICIPAJ'I :IN IN JEWISH COMI.!UNAL LIFE. 

l . Is there widespr~ad p~rticipation in Jewish communal life? 
2. Is the organization of Jewish communal l ife satisfactory"l 
3. In what specific ways is it failing to meet Jewish needs? 

READINGS: 
1 . The Synagogue and Je\·.isn ComJT'une.l Activities, Horace Stern, 32nd 

Council of UAHC , J an . 193!, (Prunphlet UAHC) 4- 7. Also in Am.. Jew. 
Yr. Bk. Tol. 35, {1933- 34) 157-63. 

2. The Synagogue t1 nc! Jewish Communal Life , M. M.Kaplen, COAR ni.Bk. 
Vol. 42 (1932) , 25-7,239- 43, 246- 9. Also in Opinion, Jen. end 
Feb. 1933. 

3. Jewish Community Organisation in .America, A. M.Dushkin, Paper presented 
to the Council for the Advancement of Amer i can Jewish Life, Chicago, 
Dec. 27 . 1933, to be published as part of tneir ~roceedings . 

4 . Judaism in a Changing Civilization, S . Dinin, N. Y. 1933, 158-9. 
5. The Relation of the Depression to t he . Cultural o.nd Spir itual Values 

of Amer ican Jewry. A.H. Silver, Proceedings Nat•l. Conf. Jew. Soc . 
Serv. 1932, 144-B. 

6 . The Emergent Community, A.H.Silver, Jewish Dei ly Bulletin, Jan. 21~34 . 
7 . The Crisis in Boston, Ze..lmen Yoffeli, Menorah Journal, M&J· 19301 

4.44- 57. 
8. Chaos or Crention II, Henry Hurr.itz, Menorah Journal, Spring 1932, 

Vol . 20, no. 1, 1-11, esp. 1-5. 
F. Reconstruction cit' Judaism, K. M. Kaplan, Menorah J ournal, April 1927,. 

125-6. Quoted in jeT.ish Experiences in America, Lasker , 172-76. 
F. School, Community Center, and ~ederation,. Albert P. School man,. 

Jew. Ed. Vol . V, No. 3,. Oct-Dec 1933, 147- 151,. 155. 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES: 
l. There is not widespread participation in Jewish communal life: 

a. Most of the work of direction is done by a fe,·; people. This 
is subst anti ated by ttte fact tha~ when ol d Jewi sn leaders in 
the community pess away it is difficult to find those who 
Will t ake their place emong the yount;er men. 

b . Most of t he work of f und- rai sin& ~s done by a few wao se rve 
continuously for many f unctions. 

2. The orgqniu.1. ion of Jevrish cornm11nal life is unsatisfactory: 
a . Tc the extent that i t is organized, it is undemocratic, being 

dominated by a few people . 
b . It is verly largely unorganimed, thus per mitting : 

1) Great duplication of effort, which decreases the standards 
of work, and Ytastes energy. 

2) Uncerteinty es to authority , which leads to: 
a) Inadequate he.d.dling of important matters, such as the 

mobili zat i on of Jewi sh effort to further action of the 
soverrunent to remove Na~i pr opagandists from America . 

b) ln~ernal dissention a.s to the means of dealing with 
public matters, which weakens the Jewish position in the 
eyes of t he public. This has even degenerated at times 
into an undignified scramble for publicity on the part 
of various organizations that desire to br i ng themselves 
to t he fore by att acking anti-Semitism. 

3) Impr oper b elanci.ng of J eWi.sh expenditures, as i llust r ated by 
the overbuilding of charitable i nstitutions to the neglect 
of Jewish ecucation, and the ove rbuilding of physical 
'aci lities in Temples with the r esult that amortisation of 
building debts leaves inadequete funds for services of 
Rabbis B.Dd t encne r s wtlo uiake the buildings useful . 

4) Inadeaue..:e provision fo r Jewisn education. {PIJ. 48, b; 50, e) 
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4 . Whet could be done to s t r engt hen Jen~sh Communal life? 
5 . What could be done to encour age greeter oartici p~tion i n it? 
6 . What pro jects or studies could tni s gr oup undertake in arle r to further 

these ends? 
READI NGS : 

l. The Synagogue and J ewish Communal Activities, :Iorace Ster n (above, 
p. 54, l) PP• 10-15; also AJn. Jew. vr . Bk. 1933-4, 163- 70. 

2. The Synagogue and Jewish Communal Life, M.~ .Kaplan, (above, p. 54, 2) 
pp. •9-56. 

3 . Reconstr uction of Jude.ism, t~ . M. Kaplan, Menorah Jour nal,Apr i l 1927, 
(above, p. 54, F) 125-6. -

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS: 
1. Jewish communal life could be strengthened and greater parti­

cipation in it secured by: 
a. The Stern Pl an: 

1) Orge.ni i e the various congregations into oonunittees, each 
co:igregation would thus have its s pecial committee on 
Jewiah educqti on, Jewish rights, Jewish foreign reli ef, 
etc . 

2) Reouire that every member of the con&Tegation particip~te 
i n one of th~se commit~ees . 

3) tfave t he committtees of tne synagog~es cooperate within 
t ne oonununity in or der to fur~her their activities. 

b . The Ka~lan Plan : 
l ) OrgMiie a strong central Jewish Cornraunity or Federation. 
2) Requi r e membership in the Feder Ption as a prerequisite to 

membershio i~ BDY synagogue or Je\ .~sn org8Jliiation in 
the community. 

3) Have repr esentation of all the various J ewish orgnni z.e.tiona 
on the central legislative authority of the Federation. 

ACTIVITIES IN '\'frl!CH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE: 
1 . Make a study of the communal activities i n t he c ity, s11ch as 

Jewish education, social service, oommunity eenters, etc., to 
determine the adequacy 8.Ld consis~ency of t heir ~pport and the 
extent to which thei r control is democratic. 

i' . Determine how many of ~he congr egants participate in functions 
which further one communal activity or another . 

3. Make a study of the Jewish ellpenditures of the city to dete rmine 
whether or not they are balanced properly. 

4 . Determine whether the ~tern Plan ot the Kaplan Plan or an 
~ltern.ative would be best for the colMJWlity. 

5. Take steps to put the adopted pla_~ into effect . 
A COMMITTEE on Jewish Communal Life ahould be appointed. 

f'ROEL~' IV. GREATER PAFTICI PATION IN ZION1SM. 

l . Does Zionism help to i ntegrat e the Jew with his people? How? 
READINGS: 

l. About Zionism, Alber t Einstein, London 1930, 29- 30, 31-35, 
elao i ntoduction by Leon Simon, 9- 20 . 

2 . Toward s Reconstruction of Jude.ism, }Q~ .Kaple.n, Uenor s.h Journal, 
April 1927, 124 . 

3 . Zion: A Roma.nee fUld Adver.ture, John Haynes HOlLtes, Brandeis Avukah 
Annual, 8ost'°" 1932, 358- 61. 

4 . Jews in ~ne \'lorld, Hahum Sokolow, in Hodern Palestine (A Symposium) 
edited by J . Sanpter, N. Y. 1933, 359- 63 . 

5 . The M1racle of Hebrew Reborn, Shalom Spiegel, Brandeis Avukah 
Annual, 665- ~80 . A r epr int of Ch . I. of Spiegel ' s Hebrew Reborn, 
see es? • 19:23 . 
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6 . Zionism: Creativity or Philanthropy, Louis Lipsky, Br andeis 
ATUkah Annual, 63-67 . 

7. I , the Jew, Maurice Samuel, u.Y. 1927, 1~8,l~0-3,148 . 
8 . Yalesti ne , Today and Tomorrow, J . H.Hol.mes, N. Y. 1929, esp. 

257-71. 
9 . Self Emancipation in t he Diaspor a, Eugene Kohn, Menorah Journal , 

March 1930, 195-210, esp . 202ff. 
10 . Palestine - Homeland or Ghetto? E. NeUJll8Il, Ooi nion, Dec . 21, 31, 11 . 
ll. Palest ine Creates a New Folk Song, H. il . Binder; Avukah Annual (Branaeis) 

406-409 . 
F. Jewish Art in the Nat• l Home, Nahum Sokolow, Brandeis ATUkah Annual , 

410- 422 . 
F. The Growth of Mo der n ~ebrew Literature, Hillel Bavli , in Uodern 

Palestine, e dited by J . Sampter, 328-348. 
F. Art in Palestine, J . Sampter, in Moder n Pal e stine, 349- S58. 
F. Wher e the Je\f Feels at Home, Solomon Goldman, Brandeis Avukah 

Annual, 333-357. From his book, A Rabbi T~kea Stock, N. Y. 1931, 
18lff. 

F. A New Approach t o the Problem of JudaiS611, M. M. Ke.plen, N. Y. 1924 , 33- 4 • 

A?lTI CIPATED OUTCO!.'.ES: 
1. Zionism nel~s to i nt9gr ate the Jew with his peopl e in these 

wa.ys: 
a . It is en open avowal to himself and to others of his ~ctive 

affili~tion with the Jewish gr oup. 
b . I t pr ovides the oppor tunity to parti cipete in a cne..llenging 

creative endeavor that i s specifically Je~~sh . 

c. It provides for the fur the r development of J ewi sh c•ilture -
language, literature, art, songs , etc . - in which he can 
share . Ti.us it enables men to affi liate with n culture 
which i s both discti nctly modern and unmistakably Jewish. 

d . It ce.n be used as a focal point f or motivatin& the educat ion 
of Jewish children. 

~ . Does Zionism involve an i njustice to the Arab population? 
READINGS : 

1. About Zionism, Albert Einstein, London 1S30, Jew and Arab, 53- 62. 
2. Jew and Arab in Palestine, Lord Snell, Opinion, April 18, 1932, 8 . 
3. Modern Palest ine, J . Sa.mpter, N. Y. 1933, 158,..169 . The Jews and Arabs. 
4 . T?ward a Reconstr uction of Judaism, M. M.Kaplan, l~enorah Journal, 

April 1927, 124 , 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES : 
1 . Zionism does not invovle an injustice to the Arab population, 

for; 
a. It has i wpr oved the &eneral conditions of life among tlhe 

Arabs: heU t:1, educat i on, e conomics. 
b . Al l h.nd whi ch was once o'n~ed by the Arabs and is no• pos­

sessed by Jews was taken over by purchase, on terms favorable 
to the Arab , an<l wit h prov i sions enabling the Arab to re­
establish himself elsewhere. 

c . Although it i s true that the major i ty of Arabs now in rales­
tine would probably vote agains t dl.iwing the Je,·1s to con­
tinue thei r development t here, which i mplies that Zionism 
v io lates the strict doctr ine of self- determinat ion ~mong 
peoples , t his GVil must be witighed against the l ar ger evil 
which the J ewish people experiences fo r l e.ck of e. ho111eland. 
The doctrine of self-determination came e.s a rz>test against 
t he practice b~ which a sovereign people alreody possessing 
its own land and gover runent forcibly impose s its r ule and 
cust oms upon smother nat i on. Here, on the contrary, a people 
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with no homel and or gover runent , and desperstely in need of 
a center to stengthen its morale and of a haven for t hose 8JllOl'lg 

it who are bein& dr iven from their lands , asks thet another 
people give up a tiny fraction of its dominion i n order that 
it may establish fo r itself a home . Thus l ionism furthers 
the self-deter mi nation of peoples by giv i ng a measure of it 
to one more people sorely in need of it , without taking it 
a•1ay from any other. 

3 . Is the f urther ance of a distinct culture among Jews in Americe incompatible 
~~th American ideals? 

READI NGS : 
1 . Theories of Americani%ation, Isaac Berkson, N. Y. 19~0, Ch. rt The 

Value of Ethnic Gro~ps, esp. 121-132, 140-2. Swnme.ry in Judaism in 
a Changing ~ivilieation, Uinin, 68- 70 . 

2. ne.icracy and Ass imi lation, J. Drachsler , N. Y. 1920, esp . 236- 8. 
~xcellent sum.~ary in Judaism in a ~heig.ng Civili~ation, Diui~ , 7Q-3. 

~ . Judaism i n a Changi ng Civili~ation, S. Dinin, N. Y. 1933, 63-81, esp. 
63- 4, BO. 

4 . Judaism at Bay, H.~. Kellen, N.Y. 1932, Zionism ond Liberali sm, lll-120 . 
Also in Brandeis Avukah Annual, 45- 53. 

5 . Nationalism e r Culturalism, Levns Mumford, Menorah Journal, June 1922, 
129- 38. 

F. Jewish Education in New Y~rk City, A. Dushkin, N. Y. 1918, 384- 6 • 

.ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES: 
1 . The further ing of a disti nctly Je~~sh culture is compatible with 

American ideals. for: 
a. Advanced thi nkers have recognited t he velue of pr eserving 

group ties i n the sociali%ation of the individual: thus they 
help to prevent the growth of anti-social traits. 

b . Ame r ican thinkers have i ndi cated the value of cutural diver­
sity fo r the richness and enjoyability of life. 

c. Uultiple cultural sympathies tend to brenk down chauvinism 
and lead to peaceful attitudes. 

4 . What acti vities could t his group undert ake in order to fur ther Jewish 
nat ionalisrn? 

ACTIVITIES IN ifdICJi THE GROUP J.UGHT ENGAGE: 
1. Commuuicate v1ith the Zionist Organi iation of America to find 

out what type s of organizations have been for med further~its 
cause. and whi ch those are repr esented in the community. 

2 . Determine whi ch t-.fPes of organi tat ions are wost suited to the 
congregation. 

3 . Determine whethe r the congr egat ion should establish its own 
orgA.nizations or urgo pnr tic1pation in th9 Zionist group& 
alr eady f ormed. 

4 . t.rect a pe rmanent s 11 les counter in connect i on witn the library. 
where Palestinian art pr oducts and books can be pur chased. 

5. Deter mine whether or not the l i brary has the most inter est ing 
and uoeto-date books on ~ale~tine . 

6 . Appoint e secietary whose duty it i s to keep_ up-to-date a 
permanent file on the ve.rioua phases of Palestini an develop­
ment . 

A COMMITTEE on Zioni sm should be appointed. 
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Part III. 

~<JrIVATING PROBLEY: HOW CAN r.E llEET T11E TtiREAT OF A RISING POL11'ICAL ANTI•· 
SEJaTISM? 

A. The Initial Problems . 

PROBLEM I. ANTI- SEY.ITISM I N GERMANY. 

1 . 'What has thf> c oming into power of the Hitler gover nment meant to the 
Jews in Germany! 

READI NGS: 
1. The Jews in the Third Re i ch, Mildred s. Wertheimer. Fore i gn Polioy 

Assn . Report, Oct. 11, 1933, Vol . IX. No. 16. (For eign Policy 
Assn. 18 E. 4lst St., New Yor k City, 25¢') 

?. . The Jews in Na.si Germany. Alller i can Jewish Committee, 1933, ~il. 
(.Am. Jew. Committee 171 Madison Ave., New York City) 

3. Sent enced to Death, Ferdinand I sserman, Modern View Pub . Co., 
St . Louie. Yo., 1933. 

4. The Persecut ion of the J ews in Germany, Sup~lementary Bul l etin No . 1. 
The Joi nt Foreign Commit t ee of the Board of Deputies of Br itish 
Jews, Vay 1933, 1-16. 

5. The Brown Book of Hitler Terror, New York 1933, 222- 281. 
6 . outstanding J ewish Event During the Year 5693. Ameri can Hebrew, 

,, Sept. 15, 1933, 262 . 
7 • .Amer ican Jewish Year Book, Vol. 35 (1933-~4), 21-39 . 

2. What are the means tnat have been suggested for aiding the German Jewst 
3. A.re these means adequate? 
4. i'ihat specific act ivities c ould t his gr oup under take in or der to a id t he 

Ger man Jews? 
READINGS: 

l . What Happened i n London, I.Y.Rubino.,,, B' nai B' rith Magar.ine, Dec . 1953, 
85ff. 

2. Collllliss lon for Refugee s Holds Inspirin~ Sessions, Anna z. Medalia~ 
American Hebrew, Dec . 29, 1933, p . 133. 

3 . The London Confereuce, J .W.Wise, Opinion, Dec. 1933, · p. 6. 
4 . German Jewry States Its Case, B•nai B'rith Magar.ine, Jan. 1934. ll6ff . 
5. German Jewish Youth Tr ains for t he Future, Jewish Dail y Bull etin, 

Dec. 3 , 1933 . 
6 . Jews' Change Blocked by Nu i Hea.d.s, Jewish Daily Bull etin, Mar ch 6, 1934. 
7 . Relief Programs and Activities in Behalf of German Jewr~ Jcnr. Soc. serv. Q\.BT't.. 

ANTICI PATED OUTCOMES : Dec.~. "170-'13. 
l . The coming in of the li~tler goverrunent has meant: 

a . The throwing of t he ..mole Jewish population into a. stat e of 
agoni :.ed f ear. 

b . Death to so1t1e Jews. 
c. Br utalities to many Jews. 
d. Loss of oocuoation to J10at pr ofessional Jews. 
e. A systematic. boycott of J ewish merchants . 
f . The gene r al oolicy of r educing J e'\'rs to a poverty-st r icken, 

second-class peopl e . 
SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS: 

l. Care for the r efugees, by: 
a. Suppor ting them temporarily. 
b . Retr~ining s ome so that they can r eenter economic life. 
o. Liber alir.e the l awsaf inmigration i tit o Palestine and Amer i ca. . 
d. ?rovide further f u.'lr.s so th At more ma.y l eave l.f' t aey desire. 
e . Provide for the c'?.re of children vbom parents send out of 

Germany. 
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2: Retrain the Jews thRt r ems.in in Germany for o~her occupat ions. 
3. Boycott Germany. 

EVALUATION OF THE SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS: 
l. Car e of the refugees , e.nd aid in enabling J ews to leaTe Germany 

is our immediate need. 
2. Ret raining of Jews in Germany is important, yet it i s subject 

to limitations: 
a. The Nazi government i s blocking the ent rance of Jews into 

farming and t he handicr afts . 
b. Even if it were to succeed to a cer tain extent. it would 

leave the Jew 3n a second class status. 
3 . The boycott cannot be our primary concern: 

a. It is unlikely that it will b r ing about e cessation of anti­
semitism in Germany, since the government has built their 
strongest att achment upon this par t of their program. 

4. These means have all been considered as means of remedy; 
are there no measures available wh i ch would prevent the 
spread of t his movement? First we must consider the causes 
of the rise of rlitleriam. (This leads to questions 5 and 6.) 

ACTIVITIES lN WHICH 1'HE GROUP M!GliT ENGAGE: 
1. Corr espond With the comnl'ttees fu r thering tne relief of Genaan 

Jews and determine vth!lt par t t be congregation can 1Jlay in these 
activit ies. 

2 . Detennine 'Whllt. can be done to furthe r tne liber alizat i on of 
inmigr Btion into Al!ler i ca. 

3. Determine whether it woul d be of any VPlue f or t he congregation 
to guarrantee that certain Germflll r efugees woul d never become 
publ i c charges, and to offer their aid i n he l ping to integr ate 
them into American economic and social l ife. 

4. Keep a special bulletin board where the new develop~ents in 
Germo.n relief are indicated by cha.rt a nd picture. 

A COlOfiTTEE on Aid for German Jews should be o.ppointed. 

5. What were the causes of the r ise of H1 tlerisrn in Germanrz 
6 . Whet forces nould work against the r i se of ttitlerism i n other countries? 

READINGS : 
1. Forces Underlying the Nazi Revol ution. Mildred S. \'ierthai.mer. Foreign 

Pol icy Reports. Vol . IX. No. 10 . July 19• 1933 . 
2. The Brown Book of Hitler Terror . N. Y. 1933. 3- 5. 9-441 esp. 30-33. 
3 . Jews in Nazi Germany, Sheldon Blank. Hebrew Union College Monthly, 

Oct . 15, 1933. 7. 

ANTICIPATED OUTC(!.{ES: 
l . The causes of the rise of Hitlerism in Germany were: 

a. Prolonged intense poverty and bitterness of the people as the 
result of the war &.nd of the post-war burdens forced upon 
Germany in s pite of her economic breakdown. This sti•W.ated 
Hitlerism in two ways : 

1) I t led many to j oi n the movement as a militant rorusntic 
movement t hat promised help. 

2 ) It created a r evolutionary ec onomic mov ement among the 
workers,which l ed industr ialists t o finance Nazi- i sm as 
a mean.a of breaking the movement t oward soci alization of 
industries. 

b. A tradition of' anti-Semitism which coul d be used as a t ool 
for building up a party, for it is very please.nt t o ls ar that 
one 's misary is not his fault but is due to a traitor within 
his ranks. 

c •. The weakness of the r uling go..-ernment in suppressing subver­
sive movements. 

2. Forces wor king against t he rise of Uitleriam: 
a . The securi ng of a greater security and a higher standard of 
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living among the masses. 
b. Movements against wa.r . 
c . Movements v1orking f or a deep feeling of good-will between 

Jew and Gentil e . 
d. A strong government able to meet t he e conomic needs of i ta 

peo~le and ab l e to oise.rm subversive political movements . 

FAOBLEM II . ANTI- SElAl TISll THROUGHOUT TB!: WORLD . 

1. Does political anti- Semitism in the w~rld at large repr esent a serious 
problem? 

2 . In what nations does it seem to be increasi.n.g? 
3 . Bow can we meet the problem? 

READINGS: 
1 . The Naii Prop~anda Peril, The Jewish Chronicle (Londoa), Feb . 9, 1934 ,7. 
2 . Report of Committee on Contemporary &istory end Literature, J.R.Yarcus, 

CCAR Yr. Bk. Vol. 43 (1933) 99-101. 
3 . The Wild Beasts of Roumenia , Opinion, Jan. 18, 1932, 4 . 
4. • ustrian Jewist1 Rights Menaced, JDB Feb. 23, 1934, Boris Smolar. See 

also his !trticles in the J ewish Daily aulletin of 1''eb. 25 and 27. 
5 . Are the Jews of France Safe? Pierre Va.n Pe.assen, Th6 Sentinel, Feb. 

22 , 1934, 7. 
6. Brazilian Riots by Nationalists Frighten Jews , JDB, Feb . 23 , 19341 4 . 
7 . Salonica. Jews Terrorised, Wolf Prager,. JDB, Feb . 23, 1934, 4. 
8 . Iraq Officials Ban Anti- Nazi Publications, JOB, Feb 22, 1934. 
9. Anti-Semitic Demonstration in Hungary, JDB, Feb. 2, 1934, 7 . 

10 . Latvian Government Rejects Anti-Semite Bill, JDB, Feb. 2, 1934 . 
(See the Jewish Daily Bulletin further for similar articl~s.) 

11 . Nazi Propaganda Active in ChJ..11a, American Heb rew, Dec. 22, 1933, 119 . 
12 . Worl d Jewry Deplores .kssassination of Roumanian Premier, Harvey w. 

LaWTence, AJnerican nebrew, J an . 5, 1934, 158. 
F. Jewish Life in Modern Times, Israel Cohen, London, 1929. 292-4. 

Excellent, concise summary of the anti- Semitism that followed the 
war . 

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES: 
l. Anti-Semi tism represents a verJ serious pr oblem today. 
2. It appears to be rising in Austria, Rouma.nia, Hungary, the 

Ukraine; and its propaganda is to be found all over the 
world. 

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS: 
1 . Organize a strong world Jewish organi zation to def end Jewish 

r ighta and to put thf: Jewish case before the ba.r of world 
opinion. 

2 . Sup_;>ort movements for v.orld econoi;dc r e covery. 
3 . Support movements aga i nst we r . 
4 . Pr ovide opportuni ty for more Jews to go to Palestine. 

PROELEM III . ANTl- SE1AlTISU IN AMERICA. 

l . Is the anti- Semitic movement rising in America? 
2. What can we do about itt 

READINGS : 
1 . Nazi Polit ics in America, Ludwig Lore , Nation, Nov. 29 , 1953 . Also 

reprinted in Chi9.go Jewish Chronicle , Dec. 15, 1933, 5; and by 
t he American Jewish Canmittee . {171 Madison Ave., N. Y.C. ) 

2 . The Nazi Pe r il Here , Bernard s. Deuteh, Chicago Jewish Chronicle, 
Sept. 29, 1933. 

3 . Nazi Propaganda in Amer ica , Ameri can Hebrew, Nov. 17, 19331 Nov . 24, 
end numerous subsequent numbers. 
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4. Poison ·,vells of Nazi Propaganda. Vigilante, American HebrEm, a 
parallel ser ies of numerous articles. 

5. Pelley: Public Ene?QY No. 1 • .Ameri can Hebr81';, a series beginning in 
September, 1933. 

6 . Fight H~tler with World Organitation or Prepare f or Defeat, David 
A. Brown. Amer i can Hebrew, December 8, 1955, 76. 

7. I 8111 Gr eatly Uisturbed, David A. Brown, Amer ican Hebrew, Jan. 26, 1934, 
216. 

8 . Mail Order liit l erism, J.W.Tii se. Opinion, August 1933, 6. 
9. Th9 Menaoe of Hitlerism to Alllerican JfffllTy, J .X.Cohen , Opinion, April 

4, 1932, 8-10 . 
10 . The Silver Shirt Chiefs An Interview, J.W.Wise, Opinion, August 1933,6. 
ll. German Go"rment Sends pr opaganda to NelfS E-O itors, JDB, Feb . 21, 1934. 
12. (Montreal) Pe.per Starts Dr i ve on J e\·rish Of fi cials, illlerican.Hebrew, 

Feb. 9,1934, 251. 

ANTICIPATED CXJTCOY.ES: 
l. Movements of oolitio,U anti-Semitism are rising in Amer ica: 

a. There are tndigenous movements, sucn as the Ku Klux ~lllll, 
the Silver Shirts , etc. 

b. the re is Naai pr opaganda being sent into the countr y by 
Germany. 

c. There are Nati propagandists at work in the countr y wh ose 
first aim is to oaoture the German societies in or der to 
enlist their aid in the furtherance of Hit ler ism. 

•· The indigenous and t he fore ign movements aid each other. 
SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS: 

1. Investig~te Nati pr opaganda being sent to America with a View 
to banning it, since it is i llegal. 

2 . Organize a strong central brganiuti on to r efute false che.rgea 
agai nst the Jew and to sue f or l ibel anti- Semit i c newspapers . 
wherever possib l e . 

3. Further movements for good-will between Jew and Gentile. 
4. Work for the speedly reconstruction of our economic life to 

diminsh poverty and unrest among the masses. 
5. Further movements against war anc Fascism. 

B. The Derived Pr oblems. 

(Further consi der ation of the actions proposed 
as s ol utions for the initial pr ob l ems.) 

~OBLEM I . GREATER JE't'ITSH UJHTY IN Al"ERICA. 

1 , I s American Jewry org6Jlized in such e. WflV es t o deal most effect i vely with 
the r is ing political anti-Semitism? 

2. What are the soecific indicat ions that it is not? 
5. How c ould mor e. eff ectiTe organization be attained? 
4 . What activities could this group u:iderteke in order to f urtner J ewish 

unity in Amer ica? 
READU."'GS: 

1. Report of C011UDittee on Contempor ar y ~tory Pnd Lttera~ure. J .R. Maroua, 
CCAR Yr. Bk. Vol. 4~ (1933) 99-101. 

2. Th~ World J ewish Congress, The Sentinel, Feb. 22 , 19M, S. 
3. T~g Synagoyue and Jewish Communal Activities, Horace St ern, ~2nd 

Council of Union of Amer ican HebrA\11 Congregations. Jnn. 19Sl, 6. 
4 . l Am Greatly Disturbed, David A. Erown, .American Hebrew, Jan. 26, 19~, 

216 . 
(The leader will have t o supplement the se readings with his own dis­
cussion.) 
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AHTICIPJ.l'ED Oi:TCO'.!F.S: 
1 . American Jewry is not organiied in such a way as ~o deal moat 

eff ectively wi t h anti-Semitic movements, for: 
a . There is no pe r manent reoogn i%e d body in each community to 

deal with anti- Semitic attacks as t hey arise, this causes: 
l) Del~y i n dea ling with the matters . 
2) Total neglect in deal ing with some matters, inadequaciesjn 

other cases . 
3) Disputes as to which Jewish organization should act . 
4) Inte r nal dissention, arising f r om charges that the action 

taken was not r epresentative of the Jewish people. 
5) A lack of a uni form aggressive policy. 

b . There is no central national Jewish bo~y to snape and pursue 
~ coordinated aggressive national progr am. 

SUGGESTED SOLUTION: 
l . Effective orgsnization coul d be secured i f a Central oody in 

defense of Jewish Ri&flts were est~blisbed, wnich would: 
a . Aid i n the establisnment of simil ar loce.l bodies . 
b . Reenfor ce and coordinate t he efforts of such bodies . 
c . Secure the most effective writings exposing Nazi activities 

in Amer ica and have t hem printed in suitable magaiines t o 
~~ach the American public. 

d . Cooperate wi t h libe ral church organizations, especially with 
the Feder al Council of Churches of ~hrist in AmericaSld with 
the Catholic Welf are Board in sending goodwill speakors i n 
i nterdenominational groups thr ough the country. 

e. Bring con&t8Jltly to the attention of l egislators the evils 
that beset American liber ty. 

f . In cooper at ions with the inter denominational groups, oppose 
the elect1on or reelection of representatives who enunciate 
racial or religious discriaination. 

ACTIVITI ES IN WrlICH THE GROUP CAN ENGAGE: 
1. Investigate movements that are now being made f or a great er 

unity and vigor in Jewish efforts to block American anti-Semitism. 
2 . D9termine which of those m'Mlllents can be e.ided by visits t o 

Jewish l eaders iD the community in order to gain t heir more 
act ive cooper 0 tion. 

3. Convene t ne Jewish leaders :.n the community in or der to set up 
a central. eut noritative s.nd permanent bureau to counter act anti­
semitic propagande in the city a.nd vic i nity. 

4. ConTene a group of libe r~l minist ers to unite in cnecking anti­
Semi tism in the communit y . 

A COMMITTEE in Defense of Amer i can Libertie s snould be or ganized 
to carry these activities into effect. 

PROBW.t II . GREATER JE'lllS!i UNITY rn THE WORLD. 

l . Is worl d Jewry organi zed i n such a way as to deal most effectively with 
tne rising political anti- Semitism? 

2 . What are the specific indications that it is not? 
3 . What i s proposed as a remedy to this situ~tion? 
4. What activities can thia gr oup under take in order to further world Jewish 

unityl 
READINGS: 

l. Fight Hitler with Wor la Organiiation or Prepare for Defeat, David 
A. Brown, .Ame r ican Hebrew 1 December 8~ 1933, 76. 

2. Lipsky Hits J . D. C. as Opposing Jewish Unity, J DB Feb . 201 1934, 8 . 
3. The lleed for J~wish Unity , O,>i nion, Feb . 1 5, 1932, 6. 
4 . Toward a Wor ld J el'd. sn Congr ess, J ohan J . Srnertenko , Opinion, June 27 , 

1932, P• 6. 
6 . The Ue~ri and Scope of a World Jevtish Congress 1 Opinion, S.S.Wlse, 

Aug~st 29. 1932, 7. 
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F. A Stu~· in Contrast, Opinion, May 30, 1932, 5. 
F. Shal l a World Jewish Congr ess be Held? Opi nion June 27, 1932, 10- 11• 
F . Amer ican Jewish Congress ~eets, Opi nion, July 4, 1932, 18- 19 . 
F. Dr. Adler's Rebuttal, Opinion, July 11, 1932, 18 . 
F. Choose Ye This De.Y, O?inion, July 18, 1932, 4-5. 
F. A World J evtish Congress in 19 34, Opinion, August 22, 19 32 . 
F. Concerning a 1orld Jewish Congr ess , Isaac Grunbaum, Dec. 1932, Opinion. 
F. A Gr eat and DAring Step , Opinion, June 27 , 1932 , 5. 

A1lTICI PJ.TED OUTCOMES: 
J . l'for ld Jewry i s not now orge.ni ~e d in such a way es to dee.l most 

eff ectively with riaiog anti- Semit ism, for: 
a. There is no centr el organi~ation t hat can set up e.n author­

itati ve policy, therefore: 
l) Th.ere i s no concerted, aggressive policy . 
2) There is no one who s peaks aut horita t i ve l y to t he bar of 

world opinion or t o the League of Ne. tions. 
3) fhere is no one to guide the Jews of one nation e.s to 

What action they shoula t: e.ke, or urge t heir gover ructe nt 
to tske , on behal f of the Jews of another nat i oni 

4) The r e is not ade quat e collect. ion of funds to deal vii t h 
world en~i -~0mitts~ . 

PROPOSED SOLUTION TO mE PROBLEM: 
l . A World J ewish Congress . 

ACTIVri'IES IN VlHICii THE GROUP UIG~T ENGAGE: 
1 . Investige.te t he present stllbe of the World Jewish Congr e ss to 

determine whether or not it should be furthered at this ti.me. 
2. I f the decision is to fUTth~r it, determine the f actors t hat 

are bl ocking its advancement and take act ion to deal With 
these f actors . 

3. t:r ect a map in t ne library S'loWing continually vth&t her Fasci sm 
and anti-~emi ti sm is 9preading or declining. 

4. Communicate with the tlon- Sect a.rian League for the Defense of 
awnan Right s (729 7th Ave., N. Y. C. ) to determine hov: t he 
congrege.~ion may cooperat e with it . 

A COJ.9.UTTEE Against 11or l ci FasciSD1 sho'.lld be organised. 

PROBLE!. III. THE ABOLITION OF POVER':'Y AlID Th'£ CREATION OF EC01iO&.!lC SECURl'l'Y 1'0R 
A.~ICA. 

l. What is ~ae critice.l factor w+li cn is recogni ~ed by many as hol ding the key 
t o the solution of the depression? 

2. How can t his factor be f avorab l y aff e cted? 
3. 'nhe.t aotivitiea can t t1is gr oup under take in order to aid iA solv ing th• 

economic crisis? 
READI'?GS: 

l . '!'he Consumers Tomorrow, Stuart Cnase, Scr ibner s , Dec . 1933, Vol. 96. 
::o . 6, ~33-338 . 

'!! . 8!Jsi :ies:: Wit :.out e Buyer , n . T.Foster and I. catchings, U.Y. 1927, 19-~7,. 
esp. 19- 20 . 

3 . Progr ess BJ:d Ple::.ty, it . T .Foster and •~ . catchings , Pollek Foundation 
f or ~cononic Research, Newton Massachusetts, S-9 . Repr int f rom 
Ce:it•.U-J' !!a&a~ine , July 19 28 . 

4. Unern:>l oyment anc Its Remedies, Harry lV. Laidler , Leagu.e f or Industr ial 
!:>e;:.ocr11cy, {112 Ee.st Hltn St . , N. Y. C. 15.¢) l9Sl, 84-91 . 

f. . Tne Uemesi s of Amer ican Business, Stuart Chase, K. '!. 1931, 1- 25. 75-97, 
es r . 75-78 . 

JS1'IC!PATED Qi.ITC !1.E: 
l. "'"ne cr i t i ce.l !'11c;;or i n t~.e depr ession is ·.ridely reeogni ied as 

mass purchas ing power, or t ne t otal r eal wages e arned by the 
masses of worker s . 
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3UGG&5TED 80LU'i'lONS: 
l . }.(a.ss pur chasing power cAn b& increased by: 

a. Greatly increa sed wages, which C'l.n be 'ltte.ined through, 
l ) loposition by the government - the NRA. 
2) Demand by th~ wor kers , through unions v;hich cen strike 

effectively. 
(or) b. The ownership and social control of basic industries by the 

govermnent, whi ol". WO\tld pa.y out in wages al l th1>t now goes 
into profits or dividends on investments. 

(It should be indica~erl that it is obvious that the depression is 
vastly too great a subject to be t r eated within a course primarily 
concerned with other ends. This course ce.n indicat e only its 
essential elemeuts . Ho\'7ever, its very grave relevance to the 
problems of the Jew and to his ideals demands that ~e concern 
ourselves with it . ) 

ACTIVITIES IN \'/lflCB THE GROUP MIGHT ENG.\GE: 
1 . Analy%e the various movements dedicated to economic betterment 

in America. 
2 . Determine which should be supported by the g.roup, and collllllUilicate 

~~th its r evresentatives to see of v.nat assistance t he gr oup 
can be. 

3. Develope a progr am to enlist all the liberal churches in e. unified 
effort to furtner this movement . 

4 . Determi n9 whethe r or not synagogues and churches could voluntarily 
unite to set higher standards for ~hemselves and those with whom 
the:f de al , than the standards set by the NR~ iu order to encour­
age the geneni ra ising of stonde.rds . 

5 . Determine whether or not such a gr oup of cons•unera could be en­
larged. 

A COMMITTEE on Econom1c Secur ity for America s~o ld be e ste.blished. 

r'ROBLEM IV. THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE. 

1. How has warfare in modern tim9s aff ected tne Jew'? 
~ . Yfuat studjes and activities could this group pursue in order to attack wart 

READlNGS: 
1 . Jewish Life in J!odern Ti.mes , lsr 0 el Cohen, L~ndon 1929. 167- 8, 292-4. 
2 . The Massacres and Other 1.trocities Conunitted Age.inst the Jews in Southern 

Russia , N. Y. 1920. Esp. 13, 26. 
~ . The Jewish Question, a Chr i stian n-oblem, Pierre Van Pae.ssen, Opinion. 

Feb . 8 , 1932, llff. 

AN1 I CIPA7ED OUTCOMES: 
1. U0 de r n warfare has be6n e specially devasteting to the Jewish 

people: 
& . It has in JMUlY i nstances brought up anti- Semitic accusations 

during the war. (As in Russia and GerS118lty during the l ast 
Tl&r • ) 

b . I t 11as meant dis":Jroportionete suffer ing for t he Jews in the 
war %Ones . (As on tne .l!:aster n 1-'ront during tne le.st war.) 

c . It has neci~itated &over nmental di sorganization and civil 
wars \7fliC.'l bAv~ left the Jews unprotected fr 1m tbe lower 
elements of society. (As in the Ukraine after the le.Gt war . ) 

d . It has produced pov0 rtv and bitterness which have been the 
tinder that has enabled sparks of anti- Semitism to brow i nto 
flames . l Germany. ) 

(It should be indicated thot the times are so t r oubled, end 
the peace situation so compl ex that it is not even ~ossible to 
suggest tentative solutions ~~thout elaborate study and con­
sideration of them. Yet their immediate r elevance to the 
pr oblems of the Jew as well as to his conscience demands 
that tne subject be considered i n th.is course.) 
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ACTIVITIES I N WrlICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE: 
l. Make a study of the existing peace movements to determine 

which hold the most hope. 
2 . Correspond wit h these selected agencies with a view of cooper­

ating wi t h them, directly, or th~ough their b r anch in the city. 
~ . Form an inter denominational peace society in the city. 
4. In cooper r tion with ot her denominations . make a study of the 

history text boblcs in the schools of t he city to determi ne 
what impressi on t hey give of war; make appropriate r ecommenda­
tions to t he a·.thorities if the findings warrant it. 

5 . Keep an a~c1a11ulati.e file of telling peace pr opaganda as part 
of the library. 

6 . AJ"range intet"denomine.tional meetings of youth groups against 
militarism and war . 

A COMMITTEE on Peace should be established. 

Part IV. 

Subsequent Activities : 

I . A renew of the recommendations r ecor ded by the secretary, so that 
they may be open to revision in t he light of the whole course, and 
then put into permanent form to be given to all the participants. 

II. A consider ation of t he pr eliminary reports of each of the Ta.rious 
committees, which will indicate its approach to its problems and its 
schedule of actiTity. 

I II. After a month or so , further r eports by each committee indicating 
and evaluating its achievements . These, too , will be considered 
by the participants for the purpose of constr uctive suggestion. 

IV. Further reports at definite intervals. 
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