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AN APPLICATION OF MODERN EDUCATIONAL THEORY TO THE PROBLEM OF ORIENTATING
AND INTEGRATING ADULTS INTO MODERN JEWISH LIFE.

Introduction
A. The Problem

The persistent problem of the Rabbi is to bring the Jew into relation-
ship with Jewish life, Before him stand, on the one hand, a group of Jews, many of
whom are interested only periferally, if at all, in things Jewish, and, on the other
hand, a heritage of Jewish culture which could enrich their lives, and a cluster of
Jewish problems and current sctivities., It is the Rebbi's major task to fuse these
two elements into one. This is what is meant by the revitalization of Jewish life.

Now those Rabbis who have dedicated themselves even most earnestly to
this goal hawe met with great difficulties; they have often expended a great amount
of effort, and yet have received but a mesger return, Congregants persist in their
indifference, intelligent leaders continue to observe: . Jewish life from the narrow
corridor of charity-giving, and many of those who do adopt the new activities hawe
no profound understanding of them.

The reasons for feilure in the attempt to revitalige Jewish life are,
of course, complex, Yet it is possible to isolate two factors, which are partiou-
larly useful since they are subject to modification, In part, the failure is pro-
bably due to & lack of a clear conception on the part of the Rabbis of the goals
which they are seeking to attain, If these goals are not envisioned in their reia-
tionship to the totelity of Jewish life which he is attempting to further, as well
as in their relevance to the particular problems of the individuals whom he strives
to serve, the Rabbi must clearly be handicapped in his efforts. Secondly, the fail-
ure is certainly due in large memsure to the fact that members of congregations do
not have a clear understanding of the purposes which guide the Rabbi's activity, and
even less do they have a whole-hearted identification with these purposes so that
they become their own objectives, too. The Rabbi feels a great need for a College
of Jewish Studies, he puts a great deal of energy itoorganizing one. But the congre-
gation feels no need, and the attendance is a mere handful. The Rabbi organizes a
Jewish Singing Club. His %old reliables™ attend., But the congregation as a whole



wonders, "Why do we need a class in Jewish songs?™ And it staysat home to listen
to Eddie Cantor, Activities earnestly furthered by the Rabbi fail because a funde-
mental educational principle has been neglected, namely that the introduction of
any new activity must be proceeded by adequate motivation. Before the Rabbi can
sucoeed in leading people to enrich their lives Jewishly, he must lead them to

want to so enrich their lives.

B, The Proposed Solution

It is the purpose of this thesis to help remedy these two defectswhich
have blocked the Rabbi's achievements in his endeavors to revitalize Judaism, It
proposes io correot the first defect by defining clearly, and in reletion to Jewish
life as a whole, the objectives which can be employed in the enrichment of Jewish
life. It proposes to remedy the second deficiency by developing an effective tech-
nique of motivating Jewish adults so that these objectives will become their own
intimate pressing purposes.

The method of arriving at these objectives will be to consider the pro-
posals which various representative leaders of Jewish thought have suggested as
means of enriching contemporary Judaism. (We are concerned for the most part with
Reform Judeism.) These we shall analyze and organize in their relationship to
Jewish life as a whole.

The method by which we propose to motivate the adults is a study course
concerned with "The Problems of Iédnrn Jewish Life." It is through this course that
we shall attempt to apply the principles of modern educational theory to the problem
of integrating the Jew into a richer Jewish life., By a consideration of these prin-
ciples and an appliecation of them we hope to make our technique as effective as pos-
sible, In keeping with these principles, the course proposes to begin by a consider-
ation of the immediate problems which the participants in the course already feel as
Jews, It then proposes to lead them to a study of the facts which will help them

to comprehend the essence of eamch problem; then to stimulate them to think through *:e
the problem for themselves, critically evelusting the suggestions made for its solu-
tion, and suggestingtisir own solutions when those offered seem inadequate. Then the

course proposes to engagethem immediately in activity concerned with that prcblem by



organizing committees which will further activities already in progress or organize
new projects, always in keeping with the solutions arrived at through the delibera=-
tions of the group. The course proposes to initiate them into sctivities concerned
with all of the objectives which we shall determine, by a sequential method of having
immediate problems raise the more subtle and remote problems as elements involved in
the solution of the former., Thus the course nins to sustein the concern for the
pressing problems of Jewish life, in order to make perfectly clear the relation of
current Jewish activity to these problems. By this total procedure it is hoped that
the adult will be thoroughly motivated toward the defined objectives.

C. The Advantages of the Proposed Solution

At the present time Rabbis attempt to motivate adults toward Jewish acti-
vity largely through the sermon., Now, while the sermon is an effective device for
imparting religious inspiration, ethiocal guidance, and ewn general knowledge, it has in-
herent weaknesses which destroy its effectiveness asa technifue for the motivation of acti-
vity. The method of the study coursg,on the other hend, is strong in the very places
where the sermon is weak, The atﬁdy course can impress the importance of a problem
upon an individual by sustaining the consideration of it over a period of many weeks;
the sermon must hurry along and present not merely the problem but a satisfying solu=-
tion to the problem in less then an hour's time. Because it is part of a service
which aims at the attairment of psychological peace, the sermon, for all its problem,
must concern itself largely with leeving the mind untroubled; the study course, free
from the service, oan consistently leave the mind troubled with a vital concern.
Secondly, the study course places responsibility upon the congregant himself to read
the literature and to find the solution. It is his task and his problem. It is his
decision which carries him into the activity which he has proposed. In the sermonis
method, the whole thing is the affsir of the Rabbi. Thirdly, the study course gives
each member the opportunity to voice his individual opinion in discussions with the
Rabbi and with the other members. Thus the course gives the Rabbi peculiar opportun-
ity to relate the activities of Jewish life to the personsl problems of his congre-
gants, In the sermonic method, the opigions of individual congregants are irrelevant;
they can either acoept or reject what the Rabbi hes said, and unfortunately they often

do neither. Fourthly, the conclusions that are reached meke = real difference, for



they determine the nature of the activity which is to begin immediately. The place
of the sermon in the service has prevented its use as a stimulus to activity which is
to be organized immediately following; therefore in this sense the sermon never makes
any difference., Finally, in its general approach, through starting with immediste
pressing problems of Jews and throwing responsibility for their solution upon the
individual participants, the study course should prove challenging to all intelligent
and active Jews, and may therefore evoke a response from many whom the sermon could
not influence, either because they have stopped coming to services or because they
are unresponsive to the didactic,undemocratic method of the sermon.

D. The Prooedure of the Thesis

The thesis will be divided into four chapters. The first will present
and explein the educational prineiples upon which the thesis is based, and it will
show how these educational principles are to be embodied in the working out of the
thesis, The second will analyse the writings of modern students of Judsism and or-
ganize their suggestions which will serve as objectives to be achieved for the re-
vitelization of Judaism. These then will become the ends toward which the study
course will aim, The third chapter will explain in detail the technique to be fol-
lowed in the course; and it will indicate how the course embodies both the educational
principles and the objectives. ‘Qo final chapter will present the course itself,
giving the setting of the problems, the specific readings, and elaborated suggestions
of the anticipated outcomes, which will help the discussion leader in his guidance
of the course and in his direction to further activity.
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Chapter I. The Educational Principles upon which the Thesis is Based,

I. The Clarification of Aims
It is an obvious axiom that we must know where we are going if we are
to get there. So it is the very presupposition of all educational theory that we
must clarify our aims before embarking upon any educational activity. The entire of
Chapter II, which is to precede the course proper, will be devoted to thé:applicsation
of this principle. There is no need to enlarge upon it at this point.

I1. Four l!:htod Prineiples
A. The Felt Need

The educational principle which gives this whole project its raison d'etre
is that of the "felt need,” Essentially it states that activitids or learnings should
be introduced only after the lesrner has become conscious of the need for them in sccom-
plishing some desired purpose. This principle is presented in its simplest form in
"Elementary Pri‘mciphl of Education® by E. L. Thorndike and Arthur I. Gates: "The
chief principles concerned in the optil:- placement of a fact or skill have been pre-
sented or suggested in the preceding discussion of the distribution of schooling. They
may be summarigzed as follows:

1) Other things being equal, introduce a fact or skill at the time or just before
the time it can be used in some seviceable way. This ist he criterion of nsed.
2) Oother things being equal, introduce a fact or skill when the lesrner is con-
scious of the need for it as a means of satisfying some useful purpose. This
may be called the criterion of the felt need."(1)

The penalty for the failure to apply such a principle is that no roapon-'l
is secured and the attempt to educate or influence is frustrated. Thus Williem H. Kil-
patrick says that “eny plan of educational procedure which does not aim consciously and
insistently at securing an utilizing vigorous purposing on vhe part of the pupils is
founded essentially on an ineffective and unfruitful basis."(J(When the writers whom we
quote speak of "pupils™ and "children" they do so only because their books are concerned
primarily with children., The same principleswhich we guote hold equally for sdults,)
Indeed, H,B. and G.M. Wilson point to this as the basic shortcoming of our schools.(3)

John Dewey relates the “"felt need™ to the question of interest: "The gen-



uine principle of interest is the principle of the recognized identity of the fact to
be learned or the action proposed with the growing self; that it 1ldes in the direction
of the egent's own growth, end is, therefore, imperiously demended, if the agent is to
be himself."(4) |

If a "felt need" must be the source of all successful programs of activi-
ty, it particularly must be the beginning of all efforts to evoke the activity of thought,
Dewey, in his classic “How We Think", makes this perfectly clear: "We may recapitulate
by saying that the origin of thinking is Some perplexity, confusion, or doubt, Think-
ing is not a case of snontansous combustion; it does not occur Just on 'general prin-
ciples'. There is something specific which oocasions and evokes its. General appeals
to a child (or to a grown-up) to think, irrespective of the existence in his own exper-
ience of some diffficulty thet troubles him and disturbs his equilibrium, are as futile
as advice to 1ift himself by his bootstraps."(5) He goes on to indicate that the first
of the "Five distinot steps in reflection" is "a felt difficulty."(6) Indeed, without
this step there is no thinking: "Ipstruction in subject-matter that does not fit into
any problem already stirring in the student's own experience or that is not.proaontid
in such a way as to srouse a problem, is worse than useless for intellectual purposes.”(7

Finally, "felt needs"™ not only gain the activity desired, but tend to pro-
duce a feeling of satisfaction at the consummation of such sctivity, for it will have
solved the initial problem. This is indicated by Thorndike: "Purposive behavior is the
most important case of the influence of the sttitude or set or adjustment of an organ-
ism in determining (1) which bonds shall act and (2) which results shall satisfy."(8)

In genereal our first principle insists that activity cannot be aroused
without first stimuleting a genuvine hunger for it, nor thought, without the conscious=-
ness of a vital problem. It is perfectly futile to urge that "This is the way" to
people who feel no need to go anywhere. Yet this is the persistent error of synagogual
activities; solutions are offered before the questions are deeply stirred, and meals are

prepared for guests who have no appetite. It is precisely to remddy this defect that we

are constructing our whole project in motivation,

B. The Psychologicsl Approach
Closely related to the principle of the "felt need" is that of the
"psychological approach", It states that any instruction must begin in such a way



88 to be in harmony with the particular state of development, interest, and ettitude

of the learner, Chapmen and Counts clarify this principle; "In order that the pupil

may bo brought to see the significence of the meterial it is necessary to consider his
point of departure, his contacts, his interest, and his capabilities. The logicel me=-
thod must give way to the psychological mode of approasch. Ih the initial stages, one

is not so much a teacher of organized bodies of knowledge as o teacher of immature minds.
There 1s no desire Lo make any ultimete distinction between the psychological and the
logical; this is not the point at issuwe... The pyschological will lead to the logical

or it is worthless; but the manner of approach and the general organization of the mater-
ial of instruction, using the first method, will differ donsiderably from that employed
in the striot logicel presentation,.”(9) Kilpatrick sums it up briefly: "The psychologi-
cal order is the order of expefience, of discovery, and consequently of learning., The
logleal order is the order of arrenging for subsequent usé.“(lO)

The psychological approsch is besed upon the fact of apperception, "Ehat
we assimilete new meterial with what we have digested and retained from prior experi-
ences," as John Dewey defines it.(1ll) He goes on to show its application: " .. material
furnished by communication must be such as to enter into some existing system of organi-
zation of experieﬁee.o. Now the 'appercepbive basis''of material furnished by teacher
and text-book should be found, as far as possible, in what the 1earneﬂfhas derived from
more direct forms of his own experiences."(1ll)

We shall epply the ppychological mpproach in our course by beginning with
problems that are already intimate snd pressingto our partiecipants. Indeed, these will
have an 'aepperceptive basis' in their persons). experiences (such as those related to
social and economic discrinﬂnation). And in order that they mey see their own lives
from o more oritical viewpoint and from a larger perspective, we shall include in the
beginning, literature that dopiets lives such as theirs in relation to their Jewish
group. We shall try to find such depiction as is both sympathetic and objective. For,

in order to convert people who are inactive Jewishly end yot are self-satisfied with
their relationship, to a less satisfied and more active attachment, we.should introduce
the new sbttitudes in such a wey as to "harmonize most fully with the level and type of
emotions, tastes, instinctive and volitional dispositions most active at the time,"

(As Thorndike defines his "criterion of temperemental ability".(1))




The psychological approach is continuously applied by the principle of
facilitation, by which Thorndike means that a fact or skill should be introduced “when
it is most fully facilitated by immediately preceding lemrnings and when it will most
fully facilitate learnings which are to follow."(12) Our course will therefore have
each problem flowing out of the preceding and evoking and illuminating the subsequent

C. Student Decision

If activity can be initiated by the participants themselves we not only
have proof that it has been properly motivated but we have an additional factor that
intensifies that motivation, the factor of personal responsibility. The ego likes to
prove itself correct, and the fact that it has itself hade a proposal is ipso facto an
urge toward completing it successfully. This is in keeping with Kilpatrick's emphasis
on pupil choosing in his chapter on Interest, in "Foundations of Method."(13) To apply
this principle we shall attempt to so organize our material that the specific objectives
which we seek will flow so directly out of the problems considered that the laymen them-
selves will suggest their adoption.

This is, of course, an ideal and we cannot hope for complete success in
it, Kilpatrick himself indicates its limitations:

"If you stress child decisions so much why have a teacher? Have

you any place left tor the teacher?

I most certainly do have a place for the teacher... The teacher
guides, first in the making of choices and second in the pursuit of ssme. If need.bes,
the teacher will command or refuse as occasion demands,...

Then the suggestion might come from the teacher and the child

still purpose *he matter in the sense you most wish?
Quite s0... So far, all that we have claimed will be met, if
the child whole-heartedly accepts and adopts the teacher:s suggestion."(14)

Thus if the suggestions do no. come from vhe participants themselves, it
is yet satisfactory for the leader to suggest them, provided the whole preparation up
to hat point has made the participants ready toadopt the suggestions as their owm,
as coming out of the work as u whole, which they have jointly created,



D. Functioning Enowledge

Finally, our course as a whole must attempt to embody the genersl prin-
ciple that “"knowledge oan never be in itself an end of teaching. It is not that the
child may have knowledge merely, but that he shall have knowledge which will function."(15
This will be carried out in two ways. First, ths information. will be introduced only whe
it oan function in defining and illuminating the specific problems that have been raisesd.
And, secondly, the whole new picture that is formed will not ‘be an end in. itsslf but will
be carried into immediste application by the formation of comittees to t:utizpz}::::?“

III, Limitations of the Course

_ Our course has certain definite limitations, 'he first is imposed by the
nature of the problem as we have defined it., Oyr problem is not to motivate all of syn-
egogual life, but to motivate the changes which thinkers hope to introduce in order to
quicken its influence, Thus activities whion already have their motivation in the form
of accepted attitudes, such as coming to Temple in general, or sending one's children to
Sunday School in general, will not be approached from the point of view of initiating
such activities, but from standpoint of enlarging these or adopting new attitudes toward
them. ¥No lhafp cleavage is intended, simply that our emphasis will be upon the changes.

Qur second limitation is imposed by the fact that we are restrictingcour
project to the giving of a course., This means that our meti'vation must be confined to
rational -n!‘lytolloctunl motivation. That other types may lbe employed as well, and
should be employed where possible, is obvious. Thus a trip ‘through Europe and to Pales-
titie might instill a greater motivation toward Zionism and an identification with the
Jewish people than acoourse would, The production of a Jewish play may evoke sn urge
toward the cultivation of Jewish art, or an exhibit of Jewish handiwork, Visits to
youth clubs may elicit interests in intensified Jewish study. These and other diverse
activities can certainly be employed for motivation. However, we are compelled to
restriet our study to one phase: the intellectualistic,

With regard to material available for presentation in the course, there
are also limitations, There are, for example fields of Jewish life that have never been
explored, such as what is the factunl relationship between active identification with
the Jewish group and psychoses among Jews. Where materials are lecking in such a menner

as to impede seriously the progress of the course we shall indicate that lack.
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Then there is a practical limitation upon the basic theoretical prin-
ciple underlying the course. The principle is that activity should be introduced only
in response to a felt need. The fact is that many of the desired activities which we
shall attempt to motivate, have already been introduced. Of course they should not
be dicontinued while this process of motivetion occurs., However, as the various
committees of action are organized, they will enter into these activities with the
purpose of strengthening them, possibly altering and expanding them, always with the
aim of securing a greater support for them. Thus, even though! the impact of motivation
may not have preceded the introduction of the activity, it will yet precede the intro-
duction of the New Deal in this activity.

There is, finally, another limitation, which modesty and experience
compels us to enunciate. It is that, although the course is 8o designed as to appeal
to all of the members of a congregation, certain factors may prevent the whole group
from attending it. Yet it is possible for the study course to motivaté-the entjire
congregation, For, if the leaders of sctivity and of thought are especislly induced
and brought into the course, mnd if they are won over, the the sentiment of the whole
congregation will incline in their direction snd tend to be guided by their leadership.
This can be effected particularly by the committees thet will be orgenized; for these
will include congregants whc were not able to attend the course, and they will be direct-
ly influenced by the leaders of the committees who will in general be participants.
Thus our final limitation, instead of being an obstacle, turns out to be a challenge
for effective initial motivation in the course, in order that its influence may spread
beyond its original sphere.
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Chapter II. Determining the Objectives for the Course.

A. The Problem

Before we oan prepare our course we must determine the objectives
we desire to attain through it, in accordance with the prineiple of "clarification
of aims,” indicated in Chapter I, page 5. Sinoce the course is to be of practical
use to men working today in the Jewish field, the objectives were determined through
a comprehensive study of curpent programs for increasing the vitality of Judaism in
Amsrica. An effort was directed toward finding the oconocensus of these programs,
whether they are now under way, or whether they are as yet theoretical, and these
findings will be given presently. It is these new directions in whioch leaders ef
Reform Jewry (as well as some Conservative lesders, and students of Jewish affairs)
are striving to direct Judeism today, which will set the goals for our course.

B. The Basis of Selection of the Material

The artiecles, books, and studiés which were used as the material im
which we could find these “new directions,” is in gemeral that which comes under
the category of "Bvaluations of Reform Judaism.®™ PFor the sake of completeness, the
material found was checked against the bibliography prepared by Dr. Marcus on
"Religion"(Lecture E., in his Syllabus of Lectures, Modern Jewish History, Hebrew
Union College). Thus all the material which he indicates was included if it fell
under our gensral category. The material was similarly checked against the bidli-
ographies included in the two most recent studies of Reform Judaism: Beryl Levy's
Reforam Judaism in America, and Semuel Dinin's Judsism in a Changing Civilization.

C. Introduction to the Findings
It should be recogniszed that the problem of this thesis is to prepare
active participation in the
a course to motivate #dults toward/efforts that are being made to revitalise Jewish
life, Thus we must be oconocerned primarily with ocertain changes that are contemplated.
Likewise, the students of Judaism whom we studied were giving ewaluations and critigues
of Reform, and were therefore likely to point out shanges and correctives. They oould
in some cases be termed “frontier thinkers® in Judaism. For both of these reasons, it

would be erronsous to expect that the findings we obtain should be representative of



iz

the attitudes of average Reform leaders. They should rather be representative of
the frontier thinkers.

It is therefore likely that many will disagree with these men and delieve
that their suggestions forebode not the remascence but the death of Judaism. It is
not the purpese of the thesis to defend or in any way justify the findings, but simply
to analysze and elucidate them, For those who feel that Judaism should make differemt
changes or intensifications, the same educational prineiples which demonstrate the
need for a projeet such as we are creating, and which must govern its construstion,
are equally applicable, although of course the projeet would embody different material.

The findings are presented in the form of a consensus. This is justified
by the fact that there is considerable sgreement among these thinkers. Wherever there
is any pronounced disagreement, thiawill be indicated.

The author has some assurance that the analysis is substantially correct
from the following fact: The materials mt::‘,t-:rromt analyses of Reform, the
books of Dinin and Ml';:.v%.:lmg: analysis presented in this thesis was al-
ready made. These books then proved to de in thesrough sgreement with the analysis.
They were then embodied in the thesis, and at certain points it is indicated that they

substantiate the previous analysis.

D. The Findings
1. Judaism is in a Crisis

There is a large measure of agreement as to the belief that Judaimm
today faces a orisis. It would first,then,be well to snalyse the alleged nature of
the orisis in order to make intelligible the new dinotionlzmd: these thinkers urge
that Judaisia move in ordet to.surmount the corisis.

a. Evidence that the Crisis Exists., Reports that at present grave prob-
lems exist in Reform, come to us from all sides, They represent the introduction to

Central
almost every ewaluation of Reform. They people the pagesof the/Conference Year Book

the
and/roportn of laymen's conferences with phrases such as “"Youth is indifferent,” and
"This is, indeed, the most grievous symptom of Judaisa in our day - the enfesblement
of the Jewish will to live™(Rabbi Loumis Witt, 1).

A comprehensive picture is dram by Dr. Mordecai M. Kaplan:
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"For the first time in its career, Judaism is challenged by the Jew more vigor-
ously even then by the Gentile. However anxious the modern Jew may be to remain a
Jew, he finds himself today in a quandry., Western eiwilisation has becoms as mecessary
to him as breathing. But as he aoquires that ocivilization and becomes imbued with
its spirit, he finds much of his Jewish heritage crowded out or rendered irrelevant, '
He feels about Judaism as Matthew Arnold felt sbout Christianity when he said, "We |
cannot do without it, weosnnot do with it as it is.’

"Yot what is being done to help those who take this attitude toward Judaism? Jew-
ish 1life is governmsd by a short-sighted empiricism without plan or program. The hestic |
activity of dmmpaings and drives passes as the highest expression of Jewish idealimm
and achievement., When we turn our attention, however, to the imsmrdness of Jewish
Atfejtwe are terrified at the appalling poverty of spirit. Those who manifest an
interest in Judaism may be divided into two classes; those who live in the past, and
those who live on the momentum of the past. Outside of the neo-Hebraiec literary out-
put of recent years and a few resdable works by Jewish-German scholars, there is
nothing to ooccupy the mind of the sverage intellectual Jew who is not given to re-
search work., Much is done to advertise or "sell" Jewish education, but there is vemy
little to give those who answer the advertisement... It is this poverty of spirit
which explains why the molders of opinion, the makers of the new age, and the creators
in the arts, find nothing in Judaism to emply their powers.

"Not only are the men of great intellectual and artistic gifts leaving us, but
even the mumber of publicly spirited Jews is menacingly small.., Those of our leaders
who are really interest in the conservation of Judaism ought to be made to realise
that they should give priority to the problem of readjusting the spiritual 1ife of
the Jew, 80 that his inheritiance may cease to be 2 liability and come to be recog-
ni:;d as an indispensable asset in the socializing, humanizing foreces of the present
world.

"Nothing worse can happen to Judaism than to underestimate the seriousnmess of the
orisis in which it finds itself at the present time."(2)

Speaking specifically of Jewish religious 1life he writes:

"What does Judaism mean to the average layman?! A few stories from the book of
Genssis vagwely remsmbered, the duty of believing in_one God, keeping ssmy from ham
and shellfish, attending synagogue at least on the High Holy Days, and saying Kaddish
after a departed parent, In the natural course of things“even these few duties grow
irksome. From that state of mind to the conclusion that Judaism is altogether super-
fluous is but one step."(3)

Rebbi Solomon Goldman says sucointly:
"The Synagogue has ceased to be a dynamo &n Jewish life. The most vital endeavors of
Jewry today are initiated and pmmoted by the 'unsynsgogued'."(4)

b. Nature of the Crisis. The thinkers in general find the essence of
this crisis in the faot that Jewish life doesn't have adequate vital conmtent to integrat:
the Jew within it., Thus Horace Kallen writes:

"The Jews of the Upited States .... do not present the picture of an integrated
social group conscious of its corporate porsonality, alive with a common purpose
and working out, by means of the compenstration of its inheritance and itsisaviron-
ment, the social patterns and spiritual significances of an organized common life
at once Jewish and American.”(5)

The cause he finds in the lack of content in Jewish life;

"The layman of the reformed sect who has been brought up under its teachings ...
takes Lis Judaism by proxy. His association with his fellow-members of sect and syn-
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agogue depends partly on the naturel inertia of the human mind, which makes for the ;
least action possible, partly on the sociel connections established in childhood,
partly on the exdluwiveness of the Gentile,,. The overt point of departure for their
mode of association is the "temple", its culmination is a social club, For the rest,
the actual responsibilities which a Judsist would have as a Judaist sre delegated to
the rabbis. Because his religion is not implied in the specific actions of his daily
life, the Judaist of the reformed sect grows up profoundly ignorant of the history
and doctrine of his sect, ... He is still a member of the chosen people, although the
election implies for him no particular resvonsibilities, no knowledge, no sction.

His beetitude comes as a miracle from the Lord and he is content to let it go at that."(6

Beryl Levy concurs in this analysis and further quotes a most recent statement of the

same author:

"An excellent apprmaisal of the total situation is made by Professor Horace M. Keallen
who points out how Judaism sontrived in the modern world to reteain its organic iden-
tity, but at the expense of its relevance: .. 'It consists essentially in a lighten-
ing of the Yoke of the Law to the point where its beasrers do not know they ase supposed
to be bearing it. To be a Judeist of the reform sect places on the believer ebout as
little responsibility in worship, ceremonial and conduct as a cult well can.*"(7)

c. The Evil Consequence: to the Jew, Not alone do the authors point out
that Judaism is in danger of losing its life, from lack of content, but that diluted
Jewish life has evil consequences for Jews as individuals, These evils are psychologi-
cal and ondtural., Psychologically many Jews fail to attain a normal acceptance of the
fact that they are Jews; and this unsuccessful rebelliousness produces an inner con-
flict. Culturally, peripheral Jews are handicapped by not being bred in a complete
culture congenial to their temperaments, which some thinkers maintain is essential
to cultursl creativity.

In regard to the first, Rabbi Witt says:

"Thereis many a Jew who, if he is honest with himself, will tell you that he is a
Jews because he was born one, and the owrld compelled him to remain one. Such a
Jéw is the type that everlanstingly cries: 'Why am I a Jew?' And he can find no
inner motivation or justification for being what he is other than the mere accident
of an unpropitious birth. A group composed of such members wants to die, but, in

s prejudiced world, cannot. It suffers from inferiofity neuroses, from a futide
struggle against a brutal fatel It is a tregic sickness of the Jewish soull”(%)

Dr. Kaplan subscribes to the seme view:

"In the mesntime, the destruction of what we were wont to regerd as Jewish traditions,
Jewish standards of duty, Jewish ideals, goes on apace. Scarcely a Jew to-day but
suffers from some kind of mental complex, due to spiritual meladjustment.“(8)

In regard to the second, Maurice Samuel writes:

"The dissolution of old bonds has left the Jewish youth without a hold on life, and
«« like the youth of other peoples - though with more disastrous completeness - it
has found no substitute for the rejected relationships, There is en imstinctive
hunger for faith, and there is at hand the material for its satisfaction. but the
Jewish youth is prevented from relieving its distress by an acute intellectual shame-
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feoedness. It has been bullied inot the b lief that race end tradition, ne-.ion and
feith, are words not to be found in the dictionary of the intellectusl. This is the
inhibition which is choking the life-instinet in the Jewish youth.

"and this is the situation which has encourazed me to write this book. All I have
sought to do is to dissolve the inhibition whien prevents crestive longings and emo-
tions from finding fruitful utterance.*(9)

In the seme véin Ludwig Lewisohn pleads:

"The loftiest sage, whose works ultimately spesk to ell mankind, is deeply and ine
extricebly rooted in nis historic soil, even as the highest works of the humen imsgi-
nation are forever integrated with the consciousness of the folk from which they arose.
+++ ‘he conclusion then which my contact with Jews justified and confirmed was this:

to rise from my leck and confusion into e truly humen life, & life with its right
reletion to man and God, to the concrete end the universel, it wes necessary for me

to effirm in quite am~ther fashion than 1 hed yet done the reintegration of my -entire
conscicusness with the historic and ethniec tradition of which I was a part."(10)

d, The Theory that Reformm Judaism is the Cause of the Lack of Content
in Jewish Life, There is a definite tendency on the part of some authors, though
bty no means all would comnour, that the lack of vitality in Jewish life grows directly
out of the principles of the Reform Movement, Especially, it is maintained, the attempt
of early Reform to define Judaism and the Jewish group =xclusively in religious terms
led it to cast aside much that was Jewish and led it to break eway from world Jewry
and from the Jewish Community as such, which further hastened its de-Judaization.
this narrowing of Jewish life is a fundamentel misconception of the actual nature
of the Jewish people, these critics insist, Rebbi Goldman says:

"The netionhood of Israsel is en enelrtable fect. The contention of the Jewish religion
ist is so much ebsurdity, for no people with a common encestry, common longings, common
experiences, and common memories cen ever form merely an idealistic or voluntary union..
One never refers to the cheracteristics of Cetholies, one speaks of the characteristics
of the Irish or of the French. One never heard of a V“atholic diet, although there ere
dietary reguletions in the Church., But the Jews, though far-flung the world over,

heve continued their group life, their existence as & nation., Jie do spesk of the
charscteristics of the Jew, Jewish liters ure hashed an uninterrupted history for
well-nigh three thousand years,, No netional, historie group cen be in eny way con=-
fused with a lesgue orgenized for 2 propagands purpose, lhe Jews ere a nation, no

mere missionary society."(11)

Furthermore, the Mission Theory, extolled by Reform as the focal means of preserving
Jewish identity, is utterly inadequate to perpetuate Judaism. Dr, Keplan believes that:

“"The positive factor (contributing to the failure of Reform) has been its complete
misconception of the neture snd fumction of Judaism, It claims that Judaism is a
religious system of life, a system which God has enabled the Jew to evolve for the

good of mankind, To communicete that system of life is the Jew's destiny and mission..
The function of that organirzation (of Jews) is to presch the unity of God, and to
further the brotherhood of man, Such a mission would pledgeus to active propeganda
against triniterisn Christienity end sghinst all forms of privilege and militarism,

If thet were taken seriouely, it would be more dangerous to be & Reform Jew then to

be the most violent radical. Only a few dering spirits would venture to belong to
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an international organization of that kind, By setting up an impossible gosl for
the Jewish people, the Reform Mgvement has reduced Judeism to an sbsurdity."(12)
Felix Adler likewise found the Mission Theory untenable, He ressons that the part
of the"election" which has to do with contributing the theory that God is the source
of morality certeinly cennot be based upon ties of kinship, which is certainly a
bond of the Jewish group. If there is to be an "elect" body it should rather be
composed of those people - Gentile and Jew - who are most sensitive to morality
and most conscious of God as its source. And that part of the "election" which
deals with the holding of monotheism ms against trinitarienism is e philosophy
rather than a religion, "too pure, empty of content to sewve the purposes of a
living faith.*(13)

ln general, the criticism leveled ageinst Reform is directed against
its early platform of narrowing Judaism down to an exclusively religious basis.
Of ocurse it is to be expected thet those who believe that religion has no future
would believe this to sesl the doom of Judaism. But even those who believe that
religion has a very vital future heve among them men who insist that Judeiam cannot
be preserved except within a total Jewish culture, with its secular elements as well

its

aa/?aligioua. Thus Israel Friedlander writes:
"If... Judeism is to be preserved amidst the new comitions; if lecking as it does,
el outward suppoet, it is still to withstond the pressure of the surrounding influe
ence, it must agein break the narrow frame of creed and assume its original function
as culture, as the =xpression of the Jewish spirit end the whole life of the Jews,
It will not confine itself to Jewish metaphysical doctrines which affect the hesd
and not the heart, and the few offici=l ceremonies which affect neither head nor
heart, but will enciréle the whole life of the Jew and give color and content to
its highest function and activities."(15)
Keplan says:
"The one unmistekeble principle which emerges from the scientific study of religious
phenomena is that in order to have religion in common, people must have other interest
in common besides religion,... If Jews, therefore want the new social device which
they heve crested for their self-preservation to achieve its purpose, they should
reckon with this law. They should foster zealously whatever other interest they
have in common as Jews, if they want to have religion in common."(16)

"Should it (Reform Judaism) not have at least suspedted that, with nationality and
religion so closely interwoven as th-y heve been in Judaism throughout its entire
career, by wrenching netionality out of Judesism a good deal of the religion might
possibly go with it? ,,. This disbanding of Jewish nationality in a new kind of
sudeide."(17)

Kallen writes:

"If Judaism is to survive, it can survive only im its older form as organic to
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the life of the Jewish community."(18) "If you cut the Jewish religious life from
the total comolex of Jewish life, you cut it off from its life. It has been so cut

off in the reform synagogue, end that is why the generations of the Reformed do
not remain Judaists."(19)

Rabbi Samuel Gup expoimds the zeme sentiments, although with a less incisive attack
upon Reform:
"Reform Judaism is becoming doubly cognitant of the Jewish people &s a people...
fhis bent capitalizes loyslty both to the community of Jews as Jews as well as our
devotion to theSynagogue. It marks a slowing down of our proneness to b.come too
much like the world, and a rearing of safeguards adequate for the preservation of
the individuality of the Jew,(20)
He quotes Rabbi Abba H. Silwer in support of his mnalysis; to the effect that
*the weakness(of the mission ideallliaa in overlooking the fact that 'the ideal of
the mission of israel is inexplicably intertwined with the ideal of the people of
Israel',"(21)
And he indicates that the same sentiment is expressed by Rabbi Morris Lazaron:
"1The older school of Reform by its disregard of everything except the religious
ides, has made no provision tor the priest to live or for the people to realize
holiness in model and exemplary institutions. The new school of Reform retains
the mission idees but gives it substance end reality by emphasizing the people
as the bearers of the idesls and the creavors of the exemplary institutionms, "(22)
2, The New Directions that Jewish Life Should Take
a. More Jewishness

1) In General, In the light of the above criticisms of Judaism it is
reasonable to find that the most general prescription for the Jewish Remedy is: "Back
to Jewish things." This is re-echoed almost universally smong the men considered.
Rabbi Samuel Markowitz, diEcussing Rabbi Uup's peper on Currents in Jewisnh Religious
thought and Life in America, said on the floor of the Cornference:
"A generavion er two ago, the ory was raised, 'Let us be like the Uentiles,' Today
it is 'Back to Jydaism.' And this change of fron* is due not to the desire 1or unity
in Israel, importent as that mey be, but to a fewry conscious or otherwise, that Jews
without distinetiwe and distinguishing merks will lose their identity in the American
environment..., If Judaism is to be p eserved, it must be through the cultivation of
Jewish attachments, the stimulation of Jewish loyalties. And such a purpose is
schieved not by the formulation of logical and academic promouncements, but by the
inculecetion of Jewish responees =nd resctions to the universe,"(23)
Beryl Levy indicates that steps in this direction have alresdy been taken:
"There has been a move toward greater inclusiveness with respect to the Jewish tra-
dition and its contemporary expression,”(24)

2) Judaism as a Civilization. In keeping with the general criticisms

offered above (section d. pp. 15-17),indicating that the Jews ere not a sect but a
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but & "people", and that Judesism cannot pe preserved merely as a religion apart from
the Jewish life as a whole, Dr. Keplan has developed his tneory that Judesism is
a civilization and cen be preserved only as such:

"Judaism can be nothing less than the tout ensemble of all the elements that enter
into what is usually termed the cultural Iife of & peoole, such as language, folkways,
patterns of socisl organization, social habits and stendards, sgritual ideals, which
give individuality to a people eand differentiate it from other peoples.

"Judaism is the funded c ltural activity which the Jewish people has transmitted
frow generation to generation., It is the living, dynamic process of intellectual,
social and spiritusl give-and-teke of Jews in the course of their relationship to
one naother as individumls end as members of various groups.

"in a word, a civilization."(25)

“"Judaism thus regarded includes specifically the social framework of national
unity, a ocontinuing history, a living langusge and literature, folkways, mores, laws
religion, and art. All of these elewents are so organically related and interde=-
pendent that each draws its vitality and derives its significance from the rest, and
contributes both witality and significance to the rest."(26)

It is clesr that this view has a close kinship with that expressed by Isrsel Fried=
lender (above, p.l6,note 15), and with Kallen's theory of Judaism as "Orgenic" (above,

». 16, note 18), as well as with the"Community Theory" developed by Issac Berkson,(27)
Yet Dr. Kaplan has become the most prolific expondnt of this view, and has developed
its implications to all the detmils of Jewish life, He has, in turn, influenced a
nost of followers, among whom are Goldman and Vinin, whose writings we heve included.
These men desire the inclusion of the various specific elements (which we shall present=
ly discuss) in a progrem for Jewish life because of their interreletionship in the
whole Jewish community, and when further meterial is quoted under their names it should
be kept in mind that this is their purpose, even though we do not pause to teiterate it
upon every occasion. The other men whom we shall quote have no "organic® view in
this sensa, yet in many cases they agree with the followers of Kaplan as to certain
speckfioc directions in which Jewish life should move.

3) More Intensive Jewish Education. (a) For Children. The Sunday School
has widely been criticized as educationally inadequate, Rabbi Goldman says, forth-
rightly:

"It is not enough to deliver pronouncements against the Sunday School; we must once

and far all, abandon the sham of this educational system. To deceive Jews into be=-
lieving that their children are being educated at the Sundey School, or that the Sunday
School is in any way adequate as a solution of the problem of Jewish education, is to
be downright dishonest. The American Rabbinete cannot go on tolerating such = situe-
tion without lesting disgrace."(28)

Rebbi Gup indicates that the Rabbis are aware of this criticism:

"New energy is being put into the educational efforts of Reform."(29)
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Dr. Morgenstern says:

"Qur actual achievement in the field of religious education has been woefully inad~
equate, We have neglected to keep pace with and apply fully the modern science of
pedagogy to the solution of this extremely difficult problem."(30)

These are the most general criticisms., Specifically, Jewish educators have pointed
out the need for more time for the education of childrem, better trained teachers,
and a richer Jewish content for the currieculum,(31)

(b) For Youth., The inadequacy of a system of education which for most
children stops when adolescence begins, has been indicated widely.(32) Dr. Kaplen
point out the need of youth education especially from the religious and moral aspect:

"Inwardly, the Jewish youth is tormented by doubt as to the truth and worthwhileness
of the religious and moral ideals he had been taught, in his childhood, to respect.
Outwardly he is exposed bo the baneful influence of evil companions who hold up his
scrupkes to ridicules... With no responsible Jewish community or institution to make
provision for the youth's spiritusl development during those criticnl years, what
else is to be expected than thet he whould be graduated as a confirmed iconoclast,
to whom nothing is sacred, who holds all virtue in derision, and who makes mock of
piety and self-eontrol?t What use can he have for the Jewish people when he is con-
vincedrthat Judaeism is a misfortune? In fact, he is something of an anti-Semite
himself.... Teae

"The recornition of tnis fact, which is, in a sense, the same as acknowledging
that Toreh as a process of moral education must be resumed with greater vigor during
the years of adolescence, imposes upcn us a twofold tesk of stupendous proportions:
one is to organize new subject matérisl for Jewich youth education; and the other,
to create the machinery whereby Jewish education might be earried far into the years
of sdolescence,"(33)

(¢) For Adults, The need for a "Jewishly educated laity" has been s
persistent cry in Reform Judaism, Rabbi Isasc Landman writes that, at the present time,
“the Reform laity .... poseesses almost no Torsh.... The Jewish educational leaders ..
nave missed the one .. fundemental factor.. dJewish education begins at the top, with
adults; elder educated in Torah will heve children educated in Torah."(34)

Dr. Kaplan indicates the need from the ethical viewpoint:

"With all that the youth may have leerned sbout life and its duties, by the time

he attains manhood and has to meke his place in the world, he is face to face with
situations that do not seem to fit the rules sand principles whicn he has come to

sccept as authoritative.... Life is no longer a matter of tneory and sbstrac: ideals,
but of concrete and cft harsh realities which are apt to render him oblivious to all
the delicate wiighings of right and wrong. Hence, Judaism's behest that ‘foreh be the
occupation of the men no less than of the youth or child,"(35)

Samuel Dinin view adult education as the final and ecrucial realm in which the revitali-
zation of Jewish life, and the reconstruction of our economic and social life must come:
"If soeial and economic life or if Jewish life is to be reconstructed we must begin

now with the present adolescents and sdults. Unless we can educate them, the new day
will never come, Jewish education, like generel education, must henceforth become
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e continuous process, in which the education of adults must ss-ume an increasingly
important, if not the all-dmportent, place. Any progrem of Jewish education which
'11§ tnf%3;§ teke cognizance of the central role of adult learning, will fail alto-
gether.,"

(d) Exten$ion of Jewish Education to Children not now Affiliated with
schools, A great gap has been indicated in our educational system in that it fails
to reech in any way a vast majority of the Jewish children of school age in America.
Rebbi Jacob Pollak indicated tnat in 1927, this proportion untouched by eny Jewish
tducation was over 70%.(37) For this reason frontier thinkers have emphasized the
responsibility af the Jewish Community to provide schools for those Jewish children
whose parents are not affiliated with synagogues.(38)

(e) The Central Role of Education in Judaism Conceived of as a Civili-
zations Mordecai M. Kaplan writes:

"Jewish edueation, in its broadest sense, is the central function of the community,.
Among the funetions of Jewish commu:nal life, priority should be given to Jewish:
education. 1In relief work esnd social service the community discharges nothing more
than an elementary human duty., But it is in the socielization of its members through
the transmission and enrichment of a spkritual meritage that a community lives up to
the highest purpose of iis existence, The problem of Jewish education in its widest
sense as applying to children, edolescents and adults, must constitute the chief
raison d'etre of the Jewish cummunity."(26)

¥Without specificelly endorsing the view that Jewish schools should be maintained by
the Community rather than by the Congregetion, Samuel Dinin does point out that the
system of Congregational schools has serious weekenesses, especially in efficiency -
which hes led some thinkers to desire an efficient, high-standard, Jewish school
system maintained by the Community. This is Dr. Dinin's analysis:

"Organization along congregati nal lines has many adventages. The congregation
integrates the individual into the lif'e of hisnmerest group. 1t enables the child to
grow up as part of a congregation and provides splace for him at all periods of his
life and not merely during the period of schooling. It connects and unites the en-
tire family. Congregational orgenitations heve, however, obvious advantages. Cone-
gregations tend tc emphasize the social and religious aspects of their work and to
neglect their schools, ‘They often breed the spirit of = cligue or club. Congrega-
tional schools ususlly work as separate units and have very little connection with
each other, 1he child is integreted with the life of the congremtion, but not with
that of the larger Jewish community. The greatest weakness of the congregational
school is that it relegates Jewish educetion 'to the sphere of the undifferentieted
activities of the congregation., Instead of the school securing ever better trained
teachers nand supervisors, the sbhool supervision is forced upon the rabbi as an
added casual duty among his numerous other routine tasks, from which he is obliged
to seek relief through relegeting his responsibility to secretarial or other
administrative assistants,' At a time when public education hes grown in complex-
ity and tends more and more toward specialization, Jewish education is becoming over-
simplified and deprofessionalized, and themfore less effective and vital,"(39)
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4) Greater Stress upon the Hebrew Lengusge, It is to be expected that
those who further the idea of Judeism ms a Civilization should emphesize the role

of Hebrew. Its chief exponent writes:

"There are, however, a number of conditions which must be fulfilled before we can
think of Judaism in terms of a civilization. First we must perticipate in the re-
nascence of the Helrew language and litersture,.,.. The Jew to whom Hebrew is 'Greek!'
is the 1n§har of an indifferent Jew, and the grendfeather of an epostate Jew. There
is something about the Hebrew lsnguege which gives the Jew s 'Neshamah Yesers,' an
oversoul, for jin that lenguage are stored the joys and the sorrows, the triumphs and
the defeats, the gropings after truth, and the struggle for the light experienced by
the Jewish people in the coursc of thirty centuries,., When we teach the child a
lenguage, he instinctively senmes the reality of the pepple to which the lengusge
belongs, and at the moment thet he pronounces a word or sentence in thet language he
feels himself at one with thav peopie. ‘(he Hebrew langusge can supply the clement
of unity chauv is fast disappearing from Jewish life... Have the Jews ms a people
created anything eultural or spiritual since the days of the emencipation? Is not
the revival of the Hebrew language the sole proof thet Israel's vitality is still
unexhausted? Modern Hebrew has succeeded where Jewish lsw snd ritual have t'ailed.

It has demonstrated the possibility of Jewish life remaining identicel and continuous
while assimilating the best that there is to modern thought and civilization."(40)

Rabbi Goldman says:

"A sound Jewish program, therefore, cannot conceive of Jewish life without the Hebrew
lenguage, not merely as the language of prayer, but the languege in wnich many of

our ablest sons mnddaughters will make their best contributions to society.... Of old,
even as todry, we know no better way of bringing the much-abused younger generation
nearer to the Jewish people than by ascquiainting it with the tremendous nchievement
in Jewisn litersture. From the Pible to Bialik what genuine beauty, what a glorious
heritagel"(41)

5) The introduction of Jewish art. "We hnve learned to demand from &
civilization," declares Dr. Kaplan, "much more than people did formerly... Wie expect
it to introduce us into & world of esthetic values,"(42) He explains their value:

"Works of srt give expression to the group emotions end provide occasions for parti-
cipation in thﬁle. Igt forms may thus be understood as the shythms into uhigh ihe
emotione of & eciviligation fall at their moments of highest power and intensity,
add correspond to the heightened speech-rhythms of emotionsl excitement. Wwhat is
significant for the perpetuation of eivilizations is that their characveristic ways
of feeling are preserved only in the heightened forms, the mccemntuated rhythms, of
ert. A civilization can thus not endure on & high plane without preservation and
culiivetion of its art., ‘the creations of art become part of the social heritage
which is the driving force of the civilization, and come to be the meens of calling
forth the civiligation's characteristioc emotional reactions from the group.

“Jewish eivilization conferms to this prineiple,,. This art of a civilization is
& unique interpretacion of the world in color, sound, and imege thet are both ﬁpooi-
elly familier and profoundly interesting to the people of that civiliszation. This
art contributes a unique expressive velue .o each object of the spiritual life of

thet people,"(43)
Dinin developes the implications of Jewish art for education:

"as soon es we realixe that a great deal of what we have termed extra-curricular
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activities constitutes the activities of life, of experiencing, of livaing, so

soon will we have to discard what we heve been attempting to tesch and substitute
instead purposeful activities, actual life experiences invblving Jewish dences and
songs, Jewish cooking, Jewish handwork, Jewish stories, Jewish gemes, celebratious
of Jewish holidays."(44)

6) More Jewish Ceremonisls. In the light of what immediately precedes
it is to be expected that the propenents of Judaism as a Civilizetion place great
emphasis upon Jewish Ceremonisls as social art expressions. However, since they
subject them to aminterpretation, we will reserve discussion of them to the section
on the readaptation of the synagogue, which is to follow, 1he same tendency toward
ceremonials is ummistakable throughout present day Reform. Rabbi @up indicates this

and also refers to the tendency to reinterpret:
"Liberal Judaism is evincing a revival of interest in ceremonialism. Many sense

a barrenness in its norship, and they seck for a *broader spiritual outlook' in its
services and observances. With them the moving question is not of ritual per se, but
of beauty and'she symbolism of truth.' There are others whose convictions arise

from =n entiiely different setting. They would restore ritusl becruse manyasre sttrac-
ted by it, They perceive that a multinle of those who have discerded tne old beliefs
still retain loyelty to traditionsl ceremonials."(45)

Dr, Kaufman Kohler included this in his Revaluation of Reform Judsism in 1924;

"Our home must again be made., the santuary of piety.. the mother.. must agein

teech her child to recite its morning and evening prayer and say the grae- st every
meal, put what lent the Jewish home at allltime its beauty of holiness was the cere-
monial system so rich in elevating power, and sknee these old trad:tional forms have
lost t)(leir)' appealing force, Heform has to step 1n and replace them by more attractive
ones,"(46

b. Readaptation of the Synagogue
1) Reinterpretstion of its forms, Dr. Kaplan believes that fundamental
reinterpretations of the synagogue must be made if it is to keep its vital place in
Jewish life, The first is succinctly expressed by Dr. Dinin:

"It is impossible to demsnd conformity to set observances and rituals in the name of
God, of those who find religious values in humen experience. C‘ustome and ceremonies
can no longer b: binding becesuse they have a divine sanction., Those which will
survive will survive as social or national mares and folkways, which have meaning
for a particular group for particular reasons."(47)

Thus though worship will “not be regarded as having for its object the fulfillment

of the private wishes of tie individual worshipers, (for) the magie infeence of
praise-offerings addressed to God ie precluded by modern comeptions of God,"(48)

it will rather be "a means of giving a people that collective conseiousness which
unified its life and integretes all of its individuals into a spiritual totality."(48)

Thus the forms of Judaism and its worship must be reinterpreted to enable them to

serve both religious ends and the Jewish group; more specifically Dr. Kaplan writes:
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"The mod?rniat «+ has to formulete s progrem whereby he will be able to be true to
his convictions and yet experience s sense of unity not merely with Jews who think

as he does but with both the Jews of the past and with all those present Jews to
whose fundamentalist views he cannot subscribe... If this be the object in view with
which the Jewish modernist must approach the entire complex of traditional beliefs
and practices he is bound to adopt as his principle the conservation of form and the
reconstruction of mesnings. (This) has been the history of the Jewish wivilization....
Since identity of form is essential es an vlement of unity, as many of the traditional
migzvot as possible should be continued...."(49)

Once heving made such a reinterpretstion, Jewish leaders will find that the synagogue
can function as & powerful force for Jewish vitality. and ideslism., To do this
"The langusge and the atmosphere of the worship should be entirely Hebraie... Worship
must be highly esthetic..., (and) should deal not only with the past but also with
the present interest of the Jews, both colleetive nnd individual."(50)

Among those who do not propound the view of Judeism as a Civilizetion
there are also those who desire = readjustment of the religious forms. Thus Rabbi

Samuel Goldenson writes:

"The time has arrived whan we must examine with all eernestness our prayer bookg and
see whether they actuallyexvress the convictions of the sversge worshiper.. I would
heve our prayers recast with the purpose of appealing to the motive of self-consecra-
tion, rather than to continue to indulge in a constant repetition of adoration of

the Mgst-High."(51)

However, Rebbi Goldenson directly opposes Dr, Kaplen's tendency to interpret religious
in
forms/a nationalisticwey, rather Samuel Goldenson believes that"there is too much
particularism in our prayers."(51) And for the most part, the lesders of the"tradi-
tional" Reform movement who have submitted critiques of Reform are completely opposed
to Keplan's emphasis. Both have s place for both personal religion,wnd Judeism as
a means of unifying the Jewish group, but Kaplan is most vitally concerned with the
latter and sees the great function of the synagogue in its fulfillment:
"The effective function of the Jewish religion is contingent upon & distinection being
drawn between the personal religion and the folk religion. Jewish folk religion con-
sists in all those expressions of Jewish life, and all.those forms of customs and law,
through which the individual identifies himself with the life and strivings of his
people."(26) ™The civilization of & people must of necessity find expression in folk
religion, For it is only in the folk religion that a civilization reaches the point
of self-consciousness which is essential to its perpetuation,"(52) "Personal reli-
gion, on the other hend, is essentially the world outlook which each one is taught
and encouraged to achieve for himself. Such religion every individual Jew should

be free to develop in accordence with his sincerest convictions regarding life end
the universe."(26

Most of the members of the Conference who have expressed themselves on the subject,

however, would throw the synagogue's emphasis upon personal religion. Rebbi Williem
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Fineschriber says:

fTho reestablishment of tne religious sanction seems to me to be the remedy. First,
in our preaching we must again emphasize the note of profound faith in a living God...
Since prayer is one of the most important modes of deepening the spiritual life, let

the reform rynagog stress the value and need of more frequent individual end group
devotion."(63)

Dr. Morgenstern believes that Reform should have created

"Some sure svenue of approach whereby the individual Jew could draw nearer to his
Goé in moments of deep devotion and of spritusl need with firm assurance that he
could find Him and commune with Him face to face, as & man communes with his friend.
True, in theory the avenue is there; but it is an avenue unpaved, poorly marked and
difficult to discover and to travel."(54)

This same emphasis recurs in the discussions by Rabbis in the Symposium on "Judsism
and the Igdern World" before the Council of the Union of American Hebrew Congrege=
tions in 1929, It is mentioned by Dr. uérgonstern(SB), Rebbi Morris Feuerlicht
devoted his paper to “Judaism end Personel Religion,"™ and Dr. Samuel Schulman ia
his"Impressions and Summary of the Symposiud' gives it extended emphasis.(56)

2) The Tenability of Religious Belief in the Mgdern World. Im order
to maintain the vital role of personal religion, Reform Rabbis have been directing
Judaism to teach more effectively the conviction that science and religion are not
at war; that religious belief can be maintained together with a thorough-going
acceptance of science, Thus in the above Symposium, Rabbi Jemes G. Heller points
out the tenability of religion in the light of & true appreisal of even extreme
conceptions of modern psychologists:

"Religion is a type of action, which rests not on remson but on the fact and nshure

of life. It is a part of man's creative striving... Where reason ceases, or where it
cannot be applied, there. the mctivities of life end religion begin. In religion,

a8 in life in generel, reason may be used to criticize or to clarify, but it can
neither give nor can it destroy.... You may use science for the disscction end descrip-
tion o1 matter, but you cannot use it to tell men why to live end how to live, That
lies imbedded in the centrasl mystery of life itself, of which m n is & pert, and in
which he floats suspended like an infusorisn in circumemmsbient water. Life is
unpredictable, and in the finsl analysis not susceptible of scientific explanation.
Thet is true of its simplest forms. When one comes to man, the mystery is insupersble.
We know so little of even the most rudimentary mental process, that it is the height
of folly to try to dispose of *he whole matter at one blow, ss do these two gantle-
nen (85)We must wait for centuries until science spproaches the fringe of the problem.
but we cannot wait for centuries to live and to find ourselves. <T1he task of psycho-
logy is not to impede its own possibilities of service by devising fer-flung philo-
sovhical theories, but humbly to sfludy men, to add patient labor to labor until the
truth begins to appear out of the subtle and intricate pattern of his mind, and for
our part, it is our duty to teach men about themselves, to induce them to penetrate
behind the veil of their own life, and thus to bec me immuniged sgainst illusory and
ephemeral theories that leesd only to despair."(57)

Rabbi Abba ﬂ}llel Silver writes:
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"There was nuver any reel conflict between religion end science as such.
There cennot be, Their reppective worlds are different though not oppositive., Their
methods are dissimilar and their immediete objectives are no. the same. The method of
science is observation, Jhat of religion contemplation, Science investigetes. Reli-
gion interprets., One seeks cruses, the other ends. Science thinks in terms of his-
tory, réligion in terms of tdedogy. One is a survey, the other an outlook....

“The man of faith will nd be discomfited either by the venerable cheracter of his
own truths or by the g ick and span modem ity and emazing prolixity of scientific
achievement."(58)

It is clear that in the above divisions (1 and 2) on the readaptation
of the Synagogue proper, we have two different emphases, yet it is elso clear that
the views do not contradiet one another, end it is meintained by many theat Jewish
worship, ceremonies and the synagogue promote both folk religion end personal reli-
gion., Therefore we may keep both objectives: -the reinterpretation of worship and
ceremonies, snd the tenability of religicus belief in the modern world - and include
them as aims for our course. One can be emphasized more thean the other, or a balance
struck between them according to the particular leaning of the one who directs the
course,

¢. The Cultivation of Jewish Nationalism

Two chief objectives - the urge toward s greater Jewishness (above)
end the urge toward a greater unity and integration among Jews - have motivated
a third objective: Jewish Nationalism. Although there is a distinect opposition
amoggﬁgiinkurs on the subject of Judaism to the promotion of this movement, it
has received great support from different schools of Jewish thought. A definite
group among the Reform Rabbinate subseribes to it; thus Rabbi Heller writes:

"It is the belierl of the Jewish people in itself, It is the conscious expression
of the entire character of Jewish life thoughout the sges.. Judeism and the Jew are
bound together as soul and body. We must have a strong and sound bedy, if spritu-
elly we are to live at our highest and best. 1his thesis is cepeable of extended
verification from Jewish histvory and life. From it will be seen that Zionism is
more then a secular movement, more than a eespitulation to anti-semitism. Clear

and general recognition of this truth is the sine qua non of Jewish survival and
Jewish creativeness."(59) - T

Rabbi Stephen 5. Wise writes of Zionism as

“The touchstone by which to appraise the reality and content of the relation of the
individual Jew to the body of Israel."(60)

Qur interpretation is reenforced by Beryl Levy's analysis:(61)

"At the present time there areppwerful elements in Reform Judaism urging a recapture
of that positive Jewish comtent and assertiveness which Zionism most notably expresses.

And Rebbi Gup writex that "todey the sentiment (of Libersal Rabbis) in its favoris ﬁg(cbru)x
62
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Zionism is, of course, central in Kaplan's interpretation:

"Only in an pcretz Yisramel is it possible to achieve those environmental =on-
ditions which are essential to Judaism becoming once again creative."(68)

"Palestine is the center of the Jewish people, without a common center in which
Judaism can be developed in its historic setting, the Jews of the world cennot
maintain their international bond which united them in the past, eand which must
continue to unite them. Besides, without the spiritual aid and example of the
adjustment of Judaism to modern life in the more favorable spiritual conditions

prevailing in relestine, the efforts at similer adjustment by other Jewries of
the world would become very much more difficult,"(26)

Jewish nationalism, therefore, is urged as the means whereby Jewry
can become ereative in all branches of culture, as a conscious affirmation of the
Jew that he belongs to & group and that he is determined to preserve it, and as
.a project to build up & center where Jewish influences will be autonomous and where,
then, a thoroughly modern Jewish civilization can be built, which can be an example
to far-flung Jewish communities - perhaps even to the world, It is on these bases
that Kellen points to Zionism as a "frontier of hope‘?“and Elishe Friedman comes to
it as the remedy after s survey of the fectors leading to survival or extinction for
the Jew,(65)

Samuel Dinin shows clearly that Jewish nationelism has a further impli-
cation than merely the building up of ralestinian life, namely the creation of
Jewish national life in the various countries, which must be mdvanced on iu.s own
merit, whether ralestine can help »r not:

"In the light of the foregoing (frave problems of Zionism), the problem of Jewish
netionality in the landsof the Viaspora must be solved simultaneously with or inde-
pendently of Jewish nationalism in ralestine, It may be that history will prove
that without ralestine the Jews will perish, 1he fact remains, however, that for
the present and for a long time to come, the Jews will con.inue to survive es a
people with or without ralestine, tha. if their nationality is s fact and a reality,
then steps must be taken to bring sbout a living and creative Jewish national life
in whatever countries they happen to dwell." (66

Compatibility of Zionism with the aAmerican Spirit. In order that this
netionalism may succeed in America, its leaders have felt it necessary to develope
interpretations in whose light it will be compatible with the spirit of America.
These consist in essence in pointing to the wvilue of cultural pluralism within a

urge that and is thu:
nation. .They/ it gives rise to variety and interaction in the realms of the arts,/

productive of creativity, It mlso preserves the roots of the warious stocks that

have come to America, taus tending to keep individuals integrated in social actions

rether then falling away to the anti-soeial, And finally, some urge that muktiple
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cultural loyalties are productiveof tolersnce and internstionsl peace, These form
the bases of the numerous. though variously sheded discussions of the subject.

They are to be found in the advoecmcy of the right to ethnic personslity on the part
of Rebbi Uoldman, of the cultural plurelism of Kallen, of the community theory of
Berkson, of the belief on the part of Klisha Friedman that Zionism and the Ame rican
spirit are in harmony(67), of Drachslers insistence that "cultural group conscious-
ness become an a&sset in the expanding life of the nation.”(68) Dinin presents some
of these thinkers and summarizes them as follows:

"All the tforegoing points of view agree, tnen, thet real democmacy of necessity demands
divergence of cultures, nationalities, and religions, aml free interplsy between
ethnic, cultural, and national end religious minority groups..... In socializing

the i1ndividuai we must socialize him into his own group as well. This does not mean
that America must merely tolerate cultural divergences; but that it must promote

and encourage them," (69)

d. Reorganization of the Structure of the Jewish Community
Thinkers have proposed that the structure of the Jewish Community be
reorganized. They have pointed to its inefficiency due to duplication of effort,
inadequate and irregular support of institutions, and they have indicated its failure
to elicit the interest and participation of the greet mass of Jews, whose indifference
allows the communal affairs to vroceed on a thoroughly undemocretic basis. Thus
Judge Horace Stern says:

"We have no communal orgenization... Thousands of children in the community get no
religious cducation whatever; there is no standerd curriculum; there is no genersal
provisionfor the preparstion of teachers... Qur best institutions languish woefully
and American Jewry is disgraced by reason of its failure properly to maintein and
enlerge its most .orthwhile projects, slthough thet failure is probsbly due almost
entirely to lack of organization rather than to lack of interest on vhe part of our
people when properly and efficiently approached... DUPLICATION OF WORK DEPLORAELE..
This causes not only a weakening in the results accomplished but frequently involwes
emberrassing and humiliating situations in which the Jew is placed in an awkward
light in the world at large. If some incident occurs of an anti-Semitic nature,
several institutions may rush forward to be the first to meet the situation...
it is the closest analogy of eny I know to what lawyers call ambulance chasing..
"Finally.. in the great communal tasks of religious and educationel work, philan-
thropy and all the other special problems of Jewish life, instead of each member of
the community taking a definite part and being given either .. the duty ar the oppor-
tunity to serve in a designated and specifio capecity.. there are a few individuals
in each community who sre asked end required to do neerly everything."(70)
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Judge Stern combines this analysis with a theory that the Synagogue
hes lost its vitality because it has allowed the esctivities of Jewish life to be
carried on under other ausphces than its own:

"SHRUNKEN SYNAGOGUE ACTIVITIES...... T0dey the Reform synsgogue is » place in which
to pray end to hear occassionally a sermon or a lecture. At®endence at divine ser=-
vice tends to become something merely incidental, like going to eny otherplace of
meeting or diversion.... Whether there be 'centers' and community houses atteched

to the synagogue or not, they do not function in serving as units of Jewish communal
activity.... (This he contrasts with the thought that) the synagogue was formerly
the center of all Jewish life. Abrahams sys that the medieval Jew not only prayed
in the synagogus, he lived in it. It was the common meeting place and in it the
communal life expressed itself. In he synagogue were carried on all the ectivities
which were shered in common,"(70)

Therefore he proposes that el] the members of congregations be organized
into committees whioh would promote some specific activity or institution within the
Jewish community. 1In this way he believes that both the vitality of the synagogue
and the strength and efficiency of the community will be enhanced:

"I propose therefore, that each such organization (bortherhood, sisterhood, etc.)
exist for the purpose, and I would sey the sole purpose, of active Jewish communal
work, snd as representing the contribution of thet synagogue to the community. Thus
I would heve, for example, a group in each organization devoted to the cause of local
charitable work, the hospitals, the relief rgencies, the federation, (etc).. protection
of Jewish rights,... local Jewish education,..

"Each and every member of the synagogue, amd as far as possible, esch and every
member of -his family, (would) be requested to align himself with such one of the
groups., (These) would specialize,. in turn, instruct the public generslly... (They
woudd) labor for such causes... All of this would be done in conjunction and cooper-
ation with the similar specific group covering the special line of endeavor in each
end every synagogue in the community."

"RESULTS THAT WOULD FOLLOW. 1)There would be a healthy congregational rivelry in
the pursuit of definite accomplishments. 2)Each member would align himself with at
least one subject of Jewish interest... 3) Every one of our institutions would heve.,
nuclei or cells of permament organization for cooperative purpose.. 4) The members
of the synagogue would take more interest in Jewish work if given a definite part
and,, responsibility.. 5) The aspiration and natural desire of youth to express
religion in setual deeds and wich conerete results would be satisfied... 6) The
members of the community would become better educated as to Jewish institutions,
needs, and problems,. 7) The s ogual club would become the liaison between the
pulpit' and the outer world., 8) The synagogue would be restored to its natural
and deserved primacy as the centre from which woull emanate all worthy communal work
and the sanction of religion would be directly placed in back of such work."(70)

Samuel Dinin, while agreeing with Judge Stern's criticisms of the present
cstate of disorganization in Jewish communal life, carries the attack further by indica-
ting that not only is the control undemocratic but it is in the hands of those who
have no whole view of Jewish life and no deep desire to perpetuate it:

"Even where there are organizations like the Feddration of Jewish Charities, which
exercise some sort of communal control, these organizations are neither democratic

nor communal,
"The New York Federation, for example, appeels to the publiec in .he neme of ninety-

oné institutions. It purports to be a communal egency and asks for communal support.
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Yet it is controlled by an oligarchy of a few rich men, who hold power by virtue

of their donetions. They directly or imdirectly control the economic, sociel, and
educational welfare of lerge masses of New York Jewry, yet these masses have nc voice
in determining what is to be done about their own welfare. They sare cherity-minded
men, the men who control the Federrtion. They see Jewish life in terms of helping
the poor, the orphaned, the sick, the homeless, They see it in terms of physical
and sociel recreation, But y do not understend its institutionel, cultural,
national chemcter., The only Jewish education they understand is oundey School
education. They do support a few communel f(elmud Torans, but they do not under=
stand why the Jews need an intensive program of Jewish e ducation. They discourege
intensive Jewish programs in the Centers and Y's. They themselves esre bound to
Jewigh life oy the slenderest of ties. Their children sassimilate end intermarry.
How cen Jews 1 .ok for Jewish leadership to those who are not interested in passsing
on the Jewish heritage totheir own children?"(71)

It is partly from a motivation similer to this that Dr. Kaplan rejects
Judge Stern's plan as not basic or thoroughgoing. He suggests that we proceed direct-
ly to organize a strong, inclusive Jewish community, and that the congregations help
in this regard by making membership in the Federstion or Welfare Fund of the community
a prerequisite for membership in the congregation, The congregation in turn would
heve representation on the control boards of the Federations. Judge Stern would
restore the synsgogue to centrelity end primacy in Jewish life; Dr. Keplan would
build the community into the central and basic position, having the congregation es
one of its significant units, Lut including as well other units, of which non-reli-
gious Jews would form a part:

"The community and not the congeegation should be the basic unit for the orgsnization
of Jewish life, Congregations, with their emphesis upon worship, will continue to

be importent elemen.s in Jewish communel organization... But the community is larger
then its congregations, and must, of necessity, provide for needs end ectivities

that do not fall within the scope of the congregation. All of the organired forms

of Jewis? life should therefore be in.egrated into a collective unity, - the commun-
ity."(26

He believes that the Jewish community cennot possibly be organized around the congre
gation:

"We must .. be realisticrlly minded enough to amccept and reckon with the heterogen-
eous character which Jewish life hes assumed and which it is bound to retain. This
means thet it is sheer quixotism to try to restore the wholeness of Jewish life by
demanding for the synagog the position of centrality and primaocy."

"Those who urge that the community be organized around the congregation forget thet
e lorge mumber of Jews who, without gharing the hope of the-mesimilationists to see
the Jews become entirely sbsorbed by vhe ganeral population, find it possible to
express themselves as Jews through other medis than congregetions. It would be a
serious mistake to omit them from the reckoning in eny e ttempt to build up en inte=-
grated Jewish community.

"#Al1l we can do is to have the synagog operete on m basis of gquality with all other
types of Jewish association with the community....

"The community.. should consist of allithe Jewish institutions and organizations
within a given area, federasted for the evowed purpose of fostering the normel mani-
festations of the Jewish spirit, as well as of helping those whocare in need of relief,
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It should collect funds end make sllotments, not only for the locel needs and insti-
tutions, b\rt..ﬂ..so for those of super-locsl scope.

Membership in thet commanity should
be a prerequisite to affiliation with the synegog, the Jewish club, the cultural
group, of the fraternal orgesnization.

In recognition of such membership, the com-
sunity should give to the synggog snd to the other socisl bodies recresentation in
its councils."(72)

The specifie function of the synagogue, according to Dr. Kaplen, woud not be to give

religious senction to all worthy communal work, es Juydge Stern would have it, but to
L

re-enforce the Jewish conscicusness by giving meaning and soul to collective Jewish
effort."(73)

*"What exs=ctly is meant by religious sanction?

? Certainly not the promise of reward
either in this .orld or in the next for shering communal responsitility,

end the threet
of punisnment for refusing.. Both rebbis and congregstions sre too sophisticated for
that type of sanction. -

If, on the other hand, the senction reférred to is merely that
understending of the world which impels one to do what is right, then it would seem
superfluous to go to the synegog for such sanction.

Does not Judge Stern nimself take
for granted that the thinking young people object to religion on the ground tnat it
does not expressiteelf in concrete results? Where do they get their ideslisa from, on
the basis of which they demend conecrete results and object to the feilure of the
synsgog?... Apparently not from organized religion. Conseguently, the incentive of
providing good deeds with & sanction is hardly one thst will rouse the synagog from
its present lethargy.

"There certainly is a senction which it is within the province of the synegog to

bring to tear upon Jewish comgunal endeavor. But it is not whet is ordinesrily called

e religious sanction.,.. The better term would be a 'standard,' or 'criterion,' for
eveluating the aims end perswectives of communal undertakings.,

The synagog should
come to the Jew with the kind of imperetive that would ensble him to realize the
true nature of his obligations to perticipste in Jewisn communsel activities. It
should interpret thet obligetioz as the normel e xpression of that comsunity-minded-
ness without which one cennot live as & Jew. Thespirit which the synagog gua syna-
gog represents is thet wnich imbues all who belong to it with a Jewisn conscicusness.
ihis is the primary conmtribution the synegog shou.d be celled upon To make to col-
lective Jewish effort. iom

Such = coasciorsness is needed to correct evils wnicn exast
L. 130 sctivities and enterprises, snd which ~re Tfear more destructive tThen waste
inefficiency. .hesSe sre toe -vils thes arise from leck of soul.
in orgenigaticn, lire sn individuoel, Is witkout soul wen it fails to relate it-
self to the totality of wmich it
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Themaelves ms part of the totelit;
they

is u part... Inese (Jewish) institztions ougxt te
elity of Jewish life, to the furtherance of wrich
must contribute both directly and indirectly."(74)

ine deteiled nature of the Community which Dr. Eaplan seeks tc esteblish is as follows

"Ihe seccnd =ocisl institution which is essential to Jewish life in America is the
Eshilish, The Eehillah should be ean orgsmirstion of individual Jews who, differ as
they may in religious belief and oractice, are sgreed thet Jewisn group life in the
Diespora should be comtimued and developed. I, view of the intellectual end religious
diversity of those sonstituting such s Eehilleh, it would have to be orgeniged om
perty lines., sut all perties would heve to agree on the following aims:

1. %0 mske it opossible for ell Jews, regerdless of financisl status, to shere the
tenefits of a Beth-Am or Synagogue.

2. To promote a fully developed system of Jewish education comprising kinderger-
tens, weckdey afternoon schools, evening courses .., for adults, treining schools
for rebbis, teachers and social workers.

3« To mainvein philanthropic institutions,

4. To further the upbuilding of Pslestine.

Without a serious effort in sociel engineering along the lines suggested, it is

futile to look forward to any kind of Jewish unity other than thet which is forced
on us by pogroms and the economie ruin of some oart of Jewry,"(75)
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One of the purposes of both the Stern Plen and the Knplan Plen is to achieve
e greater Jewish unity, a direction in which Jews representetive of varisd schools

of thought, would like to see Judaism move., The general attitude is enunciated by

Dr. Morgenstern:

"If Judaism is to survive in this modern world.. then first of sll it must achieve

for i¥self, and that speedily, a true world unity, in wnich differences snd divisions
will soon be forgotten «nd all qualifying sdjectives discarded as obsolete,., But if
Reform Judaism ¥tand in the van in this forward movement,.. then it becomes doubly

our task ., to attempt to understand with sympathy and with full brotherly yearning
our fellow-Jews throughout the world end their varying interpretati n of and aspiration
for Judaism, so that nothing Jewish msy remein foreign and unintelligible to us.™(76)

Since it is impossitle to motivate adults both in the direction of the
Stern Flan and that of the Kaplan Plan specifically, since they differ, we can merely
set up the general directions of motivation which these two plans indicate. They
would be the appreciation of the need for 1) a greater participation in Jewish affairs
on the part of the laity, 2) a stronger, more inclusive Jewish communal organizetion
founded upon a more democratic basis, and a moreradequate and permanent means of

financial support, I) a greater Jewish unity in national end international affairs,

e, Greater Participation in Social Reconstruction
Finally we find a wide-spread consensus in favor of Judaism's taking
e much inore active role in the concrete efforts to eliminate poverty, exploitation
and war than it has heretofore, The philosophy underlying this suggestion is that
it is not enough for religion to enunciate moral truths, it must actively explore
and utilize the methods for their realirzation. Rebbi Goldenson puts it concisely:

"If I should put into a single sentence the present status of Reform, I would say
that we aro on the eve of another period of profound semrching, and the motive of
this re-examination is to be found in the ever-growing belief that modern Judaism
must justify its continuing existence by contributing to the spiritual sanctions
needed in the hope and lebors of socisl reconstruction.

"Rightly understood, the mission is nothing more, and... nothing lées, than the
sense of responsibility for the embodiment in social behavior of the moral principles
enunciated by our spiritual forebears... If Judeism is to have a future, it must learn
to teketo take its mission seriously.. Unfortunately our jewishness has for some time
been negetive, defensive, spologetic, and not sufficiently spiritually sssertive and
affirmative,"(77)

Dr. M;rgenstorn says:

The direction and point of application of religion this new reformation will shift
from the future to the present,... from thought and dogmas of reward and punishment,
of the frail and sinful neture of man, of the goal of individual salvetion in the
hereafter, to the reslizetion of the duty and possible achievement of a better world
here and now,.. Its interest, its purpose, its aspiration will be directad all to
tnis life end to %&s privileged task of refashioning this world as e pluce of beauty
#nd song."(78)
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Rebbi Sidney Goldstein writes:

"To religionize sociel life merns that the synagog must take an active part in shape
ing the new social order.... If we take our stand with Amaziah, we shell go the way
of every priesthood that has supported a sociel order of inequity and injustive, e
shell go the way of the Greek Catholic Church in Russia and the Roman Catholic Church
in Spain... This is the supreme task of the synsgog teday: not to be the priet and
protector of a world filled with weekness and wickedness and woe; but to be tne
prophet and the protagonist of a new order that is f.ir and strong end just."(79)

Laymen, too, have expressed strong sentiments in this direction. A more vital
reletion of Judaism and the Rebbis tc social problems was the essence of the proposal
of Roscoe C. Nelson at the Council of the Union of Americen Hebrew Congregstions

in 1929;

"Can Judeism, Reform or Orthodox, direct legatée of the riches (of social vision
and practice) Dr. Cronbach unveiled to our raptured gaze, permit itself to be iden=
tified in the mind of the humblest garment worker with the conception of the Church
es the handmaid of privilege, the bulwark of reaction7....

"Why build eynagogues and endow seminaries if the adjurations of the prophets
have for us merely cdldly historical interest, and if they leave our pulses un-
stirred?...

"The rabbi of Judah who acecedes to any sueh limitation, who foregoes the right,
who betreys the mission to war egainst glaring inequalities of privilege, beceuse
his congregation prefers not to be annpyed by being reminded of these tiresome
end vexatious social problems, betrays the honor and tradition of his sacred call=-
ingessss A man who warns his rabbi to eschew the subject of industrial problems,
unwittingly it may be, but none the less truly,urges him to take the path, for him
ps rabbi, marked "The Road to Ignominy."(80)
¥rs. Ephreim Frisch re-echoed the urge to sociel reconstruction in the following
Couneil of the Union in 1931.(81)

On several occasions tne Central Conference of Americen Rabbis has
bteen concerned about its feilure to attract the Jewish workingmen to the Reform
rmovement, In 1909 Rabbi Solomon Foster expressed the opinion thnat tnis group
is estrenged from the synagog because it believes that the synsgogue is more inter=
ested in the rich than in the poor. He suggested that the Reform movement sapire
n greater knowledge about Jews in industrial situations, and that "a course of
lectures be given each year at the (Hebrew Union) College on the industrial condi-
tions of our day." 1In 1928, Israel Mufson, Secretary of Labor College in ‘rhiladel=
nhia presented an analysis of the 8piritual Situation among Jewish VWorking People
in Americe; he ststed thet the antipsthiesor bitterness which the average laborer
feels toward the synagog "prevail at present because of the utter disregard of the

synegogue for the material welfsre of its people,"(B3) And as & remedy for the

situstion, he suggested - as others we have seen have suggested - that the success




of Judeism "can come only as civilizetion end culture sre sociamlized snd the economic
world so transformed that the minimum of tomorrow's welfure will include more heelth
and comfort than the maximum of todey's standards."(83)
Dr. Keplan asks:
"What value has rny ethicel doctrine which simply sets up e goal without in the least
suggesting the means wherewith to attein the goal?.... The mission to teach universal
trotherhood is taken seriously only when it is trensleted into e definite program
lize the doing away with politicel nationelity or the outlawing of wer, or the estab-
lishment of inductrial justice or greater equelity of opportunity for all,"
"True to their historic tredition, Jews should continue to Dentify tremselves with
a1l sctivities and movements whicn aim to ebolish poverty, to socielize wealth, to
ecuslize ovnortunity, to further security and to establish universal peace."(26)
E. Summary of the Findings
Now that we heve completed our amnalysis, it would be well to give a
summary of our findings:
1, Judeism is in a Crisis
2. Evidence that the crisis exists,
b. Nature of the crisis:
1) Lack of adequate content in Jewish life,
c¢. Evil consequences to the Jew:
1) Psychologicel conflicts.
2) Lack of culturel creutivity.
d. Theory that Reform Jydeism is tue ceuse of the leck of content:
1) Unreality of defining Judaism in exclusively religious terms.
2) Error of breaking away from World Jewry.

3) Inadequecy of the Mission theory.

4) Theory thet Judsism can be preserved only within e total Jewish culture,

2, New Directions advocated for Jewish Life:
6. More Jewishness:
1) In general,
2) Judeism es a Civilization.
3) More Jewish educetion:

(a) For children.




(k) For youth,

(e) For adults,

(d) Extension to children not now effiliated with schools,

(e) The central role of education in Judeism as a Civilization.
4) Gre=ter stress upon the Hebrew languege.
5) Introduction of Jewish art.

6) More Jewish ceremonials.

b. Reedaptation of the Synagogue:
1) Reinterpretation of its formss
(a) As forms integrating Jewish life.
((b) Disagreement on emphesis between personal end folk religion.)
(e) Cvltivation of personsl religion,
2) Tenability of religious belief in the modern world,
c. Cultivation of Jewish Nationalism:
1) Its importance,
2) Its compatibility with the imericean spirit,
C. Reorgenization of the structure of the Jewish Community:
1) Its importance in view of present shortcomings.
2) Suggested remedies:
(a) The Stern Plan.
(b) The EKevplan Plan,
3) Common tendencies in the two plans:
(n) Greater participation in the Jewish Community on the
part of the laity.
(b) More inclusive, democrstic, and edequete Communel Organization.
(c) Greater Jewish unity in netionel and interneticnel affairs,

. Greater participation in social reconstruction,

These findings now ferm the basis for the study course proper. It will
attempt to lead eadults to & fevorable attitude toward all of the elements which we
have arrived at under 2 (pp. 33-4), that is, the new directions advocated for Jewish
life, The course will not concern itself with 1 , the analysis of the alleged crisis

in which Judeism finds itself, since this was introduced merely to meke the new direc-
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tions more intelligible, as was steted above (D. 1. p. 12).
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Chapter III. Introduction to the Project.

A. The Technique of the (ourse

l. General Motivation

s, The first step in the giving of the course is obviously the securing

of purticipents, This, of course, will depend for its technique upon the particular
temperament of the Rabbi and the means that he feels will serve him best., However,

it is in place to indicate here that the sermon can be used not only %o arouse gmneral
interest in the course but specifically to point out the sdvanteges which a course

hes over the method of dealing with the same oroblems through the mecium of the pulpit,
especially that the course gives the members the opportunity to express their own
opinions and to do their own thinking and reading on the subjects, and that the recom-
mendetions which this group will make will be put into the actual practice of the
congregrtiomaml mctivities, Thus the sermon itself can be the means which will help

to remedy its own inherent .deficiencies (see p. 3). Then, too, it is in place to
repeat here the importance of securing the lesders of congregestional thougnt and
activity ms members of the courze in order to ultimately effect the motivation of

the whole congregation. (p. 10)

b. The second step isthe organization of the members. A technique suggested
for this is as follows: 1Ihe leader can begin the whole nrocedure by indicating that
tne group has come together as a committee of amction, an unofficiul "Steering Committee
for Jewish Life in America." As such it will investigate the needs of the Jewish
veople, and on the basis of them will make comrete recommendations. Finally, it will
arpoint committees to put the wvarious .recommendations into effect in its owm synagogue
and community; these committees will later report back to the steering committee as to
tneir progress,

Such a steering committee would therefore need a secretary, it would then
‘e indicated, in order to record the recommendations made, as well as to preserve an
seenda of problems that have been raised but which, pending consideration of other
crobtlems, have to be tabled for future discussion.

¢. The third step is the setting of the motivaeting problem for the whole

course, Since the committee 1is to guide Jewish life, it should be indicated that it
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mist first consider: What do Jews need? Thus, for exesmple, are there any special
problems which the Jews face but which the Gentile American does not meet?

At the first meeting of the group, end without eny orevious preparation,
the group will be asked to suggest mnswers to this question, These will be formu-
lpted immediately, and recorded by the secretary as problems for consideration, These
will undoubtedly center about the"anticipated outcomes" as indicated for this question
in Chapter IV, Thken one of them will be immedistely criosen as the first one to be
considered. Then the leader will stress the importance of understanding the question
thoroughly before attempting to suggest possible solutions and he will direct them to

certain readings thet will lead to en adequate appreciation ot the question.

2. Consideretion of Specific Problems

A, Their Origin in Discussion. According to the procedure that we have
becn indicating, the consideretion of each special oroblem will arise out of the dis=-
cussion, Thus the group itself will sugpest the need for its consideretion,

b. Readings by Participents., The members will then proceed to resd mater=
iels concerned with the problem. The syllabus of the readings will be erranged in this
form: first the general problem will be stated, to be followed by specific oguestions
to te kept in mind during the reading, then the readings bearing on these questions
will be listed. The particular readings to be' listed will be chosen for their concise=
ness and adeguacy in dealing with the essence of the problem, for their harmony with
the temperament with the anticipated participants, and for their availability to
congregationel libraries. They will be listed and numbered in order of their ex-
cellence. 1In some cases, where the readings on the subject are very numerous, those
which are least valusble ms resdings for the laity, becasuse they are more diffuse, or
lengthy or difficult, will be listed last under "Further Readings". They can be of
value to the leader as well as to tnose of the course that nave the time and the inclin-
ation to pursue the problem more fully.

¢. Return to the Group for Diseussion. At the completion of a specific
group of readings, the participants will return to the next session of tne discussion.
Here there cun be considered all of the questions in the same form ms they were expressed

in the syllabus of reedings. As an aid to thec leader we have listed in each case the
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outcomes that should arise as answers to questions asked. The discussion will involve
not only an evaluation of the analyses given, but a consideration of the possible so=-
lutions. In each case the participants will have opportunity to bring their own ex-
periences and opinions to bear. And the discussion will elweys culminate in the adop-
tion by the group of tne most likely solutions., Then in the seme discussion there will
be raised at once the question as to whether these solutions lead to further problems.
1f so, what are tney? The group will suggest possible answers to these questions. And
it will be directed, in turn, to further reedings, dealing with the problems they have
just reised, In this way the group will continue to function until all the related

nroblems which we have set for consideration have been dealt with.

3., Appointment of Committees of Action

At each point where the committee amives at a specific recommendation
whose chief problem is that of concrete apslication in e specific way, it will com-
plete its consideration of the recommendation and turn it over to a committee of
action appointed for the syecific purpose of putting this recommendation into effect,
Thus efter having arrived at the conclusion that Jewish education should be extended
to those Jewish children who are not now affiliated with schools, by means of communal
schools set up for tne purpose, the course will leave further consideration of the
problem to a Committee on Communal Education, whose duty it will be to establish or
further the ectuel institution recommendad.

These committee should include members of the congregation who heve not
been participants in the course as well as those who have. They should, of course,
endeavor to select the most capesble leadership possible; at the same time they should
endeavor to distribute the work so that all members of the congregation should have

some active funetion in one committee or the other.

4, Reporting of the Committees of Action

On designated occasions, following the completion of the study course
proper, the committees of action should report back to the "Steering Committee", that
is, the whole group., This will give the group the opportunity to suggest further

sction that might be taken, or different techniques that might be employed, or further
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study that should be underteken., 1In this way the course cen set up e permenent,
functioning body for action in the congregetion, as well as for study that shall be

relevant to such action.

B. How the Course Embodies the Determined Objectives

A glance at the sequential problems in the course reveals clearly that
tne course does direct itself toward the particular objectives which we have arrived
at in Chapter II., The study is led from the initial motiveting question of "Does the
Jew have special problems in Americe" to a consideration of economic and social discri-
mination. This lemds to the psychological problem whieh the Jew has in fortifying him-
self aghinst an unfevorable enviromment. As means of fortifying him psychologically
various provosals will be mede. One will be Jewish education; in considering it a

fevoreble attitude can be developed toward a more intensive and extensive Jewish

education (a 3 = p,33), as well as toward Hebrew, Jewish art, and cercmonials (& 4,5,6 =,
p.34). Another proposal will be greater affiliation with the synagogue. In consider=
ing it, an understanding of the special role of Jewish ceremonials and worship in
integrating Jewisn life (b 1 a) can be developed, as well as an urge toward = deeper
personal religion (b 1 ¢), Greater effiliation with Jewish nationalism will be sug-
gested, Its importance (¢ 1) and compatibility with the Americen spirit (¢ 2) cen be
elucidated here., And s more sctive participetion in the Jewish community will slso
arise as a solution (d 3 a), It needed reorganization on a more democratic and inclu-
sive basis (d 2 a,b; d 3 b) will arise from s considerstion of its present shortcomings
(d 1),

Another answer to the initial guestion will be that the Jew must meet a
rising political anti-Semitisn. The discussion on how to mect this will lead to a
favorable attitude toward greater Jewish unity in nationel and international affairs
(d 3 e) and will strengthen the immrtance of Zipnism (¢ 1). And a desire for a more
fundamental solution will lead to a motivation toward social reconstruction, especially

along the lines of economic justice and peece (e).
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C. How the Course Embodies the Educational Principles

We ure now in a position to see more comprehensively how the course
embodies the educationel principles wnich were developed in Chapter I. The basic
ides of the "felt need" is not only “he fundemental generel principle which the
very idea of the course fulfills, by being a more adeguate tecnnique of motivetion
for activities which are carried on in the synagogue. Eyt the principle is also
embodied interally in the working out of the course, For Jews in genereal slready do
feel the need to do something to meet social eand economic discrimination and & rising
enti-Semitism, Therefore by beginning with these problems we are acting in harmony
with the principle of the "felt need."

The closely releted principle of the psychologiesnl approach is met in
part by the same fact, nemely, thet we sre beginning in accordance witi interests

already there. But it is also embodicd in other ways: through heving the readings

themselves populer and lucid enough to harmonige with the temper of the aversge lsyman,
snd moderate enough to be in harmony with his somewhet comservative attitude., 1In this
way we apply the eriterion of temperamentel ability(p. 7). The princiocle of faeili=-
tation (p. B), wnich meens that Imowledge isintroduced just at the point when preceding
information has made the learner most reedy for it, is thoroughly embodied by our
sequential method of reising problems. Thus we lead, for example, from psycholegical
oroblems to problems of educetion, end from them to problems of home motivation.

Spudent decision (p. 8) is applied throughout the course. Indeed, the
very respnﬁsib§lity for the direction of Judsism is thrust immedietely upon the group.
Besides, th:7;:g§§ema are considered as the result of their having been suggested by
the participents themselves, Finelly, the organization of cummittees of action pro-
ceede only after the group hes mede definite reconmendations that they desire to have
carried into effect,

The prineciple of funetioning knowledge (p. 9) is embodied by heving all
of the readings relevant to the recommendations which the group might make. Thus the
knowledge gained in the course will not only affeect the action of the steering commi-
tee, but will be cerried over into the actual epplicetion of the decieions to congrege-

tionel life, through the committees of sction,
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Now that we have fully elsborated the technique of giving our course,
and have snown how it embodies both the objectives and the educetional principles

which we have arrived at, we are ready to present the course proper.
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Chapter IV. The Project

Part I.

MOTIVATING FROBLEM: IS THE JEW COMPLETELY ADJUSTED TO AMERICAN LIFEj f
THAT 1S, DOES THE JEW HAVE SPECIAL PROBLFMS WHICH THZE ORDINARY AMERICAN
DOES NOT HAVE?

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES: (See note 1, below)
The enswers which may be expected are:
1. The Jew suffers from economic discrimination,
2+« The Jew suffers from social discriminetion.
3. The Jew has to face special psychological problems.
4, The Jew is threatened by a rising tide of anti-Semitism. (See note 2)

PROBLEM I, THE ECONOMIC FROSLEM OF THE JEW.

1, Does economic discrimination sgeinst the Jew represent e serious problem?

2. In what fields is it esmecislly in evidence?

3. Is it increasing or decreasing ss a result of the depression and the otner
current economic trends?

4. Are the suggested solutions velid as ways of meeting the problem?

5. Whet additioneal suggestions would you make?

6. What action would you recommend that this group take to help bring about
an optimum solution for this problem?

7. What specific activities or projects could it undertake?

READINGS:
A, Economic adjustment of the Jew in genereal:

1. Christians Only, Heywood Broun and George Britt, N.Y, 1931, pp. 125-187,
203-245, 294-303,

2. Choosing a Life Work « Source Material for Discussions, Joseph Zubin,
Union of American Hebrew Congregations (to be published soon), see
The Jewish Problem in Medicine, Law, Business, Education, esp. pert
B 11 (Discrimination) in each of sections IV, V, VI, VII.

3. Jewish Handiceps in Employment Market, in Jewish Experiences in America,
Bruno Lasker, N,Y, 1930, pp. 64=71.

4, Jews, Jobs end Jystice, J.X.Cohen, Opinion, Dec. 14, 1931, pp. €=9,

5. The Jew on the Faculty, Johan J, Smertenko, Opinion, Mey 2, 1932, p. 1ll.

6. Discrimination in Medicel Schools, David Otis, Opinion, Jan. 25, 1932, p. 7.

7, Is a Jewish University Needed in America? Louis I. Newman, Opinion, |
December 28, 1931, pp. 10-11.

F. Is the Jewish Boy or Girl Handicapped in the Business, Literery, or Profes-
sional World? A Symposium, Jewisi Forum, Feb. 1925, p. 16ff; kerch
1925, p. B2 ff,

Notes: 1., All materiel under Anticipated Qutcomes, Suggested Solutions, Further
Solutions, and Activities in which the Group might Engage =ere only for
the leader. They would be omitted in a syllabus for the participants.

2. A word of explenation es to the order in which these problems will be
treated is in place here. Economic diseriminatior will be taken up as
Prob., 1. Socisl discrimination will be considered in Prob, II, and as
part of the same section psychological problems will be considered in the
the light of the economic and social situation. A consideration of the
political enti-Semitism will be delayed until Part III. Although this
problem, in common with 1, 2, and 3, leads logically into Part II, the
Integration of the Jew into his Gpoup, it is postponed because it is slso
the motivation for greater Jewish Unity and for movements asgainst economic
insecurity and war. For it was felt thet solutions should follow the mo-
tivating problems as closely as possible, If anti-Semitism were considerec
immedistely after social discriminetion it would supgest solutions the
consideration of which would have to be delayed until the lengthy Pert 11
would be finished,
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B. The effect of the denression end other current economic trends:

l, The Econaomic and Industrisl Stetus of American Jewry, I.M.,Rubinow,
Proceedings, National Conf, Jewish Social Service, 1932, pp. 28-38.

2. Present Day Economic Trends and their Effects on Jewish Life in Amerieca,
Selig Peerlman, Paper presented to the Council for the Advancement
of American Jewish Life, Chicego, Dec. 27, 1933, to be published as
part of their proceedings.

3. Economic Chenges in Americen Jewish Life during the Twentieth Century,
Ben Selekmen, Proceed. Nat. Conf. Jew. Soc. Serv., 1932, esp. ppe 25-27.

4, Christiens Only, Broun and Britt, pp. 13-14, 206-7.

F. Judaism in a Changing Civilization, Samuel Dinin, (Teachers College, Colum-
bia University, Contributions to Zducation, no. 563) N.Y, 1933,
PPs 152-4,

F. Trends Affecting American Jewish Life, Panel Discussion, peart by Selig
Pearlmen, Proceed. Nat. Conf. Jew. Soc. Serv. 1933, p. 18.

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES OF DISCUSSION:

l. Economic diserimination is a very serious problem.

2, 1t is to be found in elmost all fields to which the Jew turns for
employment, notably:

a, in general commercial employment, as cindicatcd by the number of
employment egencies who even refuse to list Jewish names,

b. in banks and insurance companies,

¢s in chain stores.

d., in employment under contrect, such as tesching (especielly in univer-
sities), engineering, chemistry, nursing.

e. in Jimitation of numbers of those thet can be treined, such es in
medicine,

3. The depression has increased the discrimination by giving euvloyers a
much greater number of applicants from which to chose in filling a job.

4, Other recent economic tendencies have affected the Jew adversely:

a., The rise of the chain store hes been crowding out the littde ince-
pendent merchants, df wihich a great proportion arc Jews; end the
chain stores themselves rarely hire Jews as menagers or otherwise
except in particularly Jewish neighborhoods,

b, The rise of trade associations, furthered by the NRA, tends to bring
back the guilé psychology, which, especielly in times when business
is scarce, wants to restrict the number of claimants for business,
and employs differences of race and religion to do it,

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS AND THEIR EVALUATION:

1, Send Jews into occupations where there is no discrimination, especially
agriculture. Not much hope here because egriculture is in greve
economic difficulties; besides, it too is tending toward corporate
contronl end trede associations.

2, Persuade Jews not to go into the professions. This can scarcely be
considered an ideel solution since it will often force individuals
to give up their own bent and eptitude,

3. Diminish tie competition by creeting a cooperative commonwealth in
which society will ensure tnat each individuel will heve & place.

A goal certeinly to be worked for but not likely to be schiewved in
the neer future. (The secretary should record this as s problem to
be taken up more fully later).

FURTHEER SOLUTIONS WiICE “IGHT BE SUGGESTED: _

1, Protest against the discriminetion. Not likely to have great eifect
in view of the scercity of jobs. '

2. Protect the Jew ageinst ill psychological consequences by integrating
him in the Jewish group. (This may not arise here but will certainly
be e direct outcome of Problem II,)
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ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE: (See note 1)

1, Conduet = survey of the proportion of Jewish employees in the Businesses
of members of the congregstion,

2. Conduct a survey of the pronortion of Jewish emiloyees in tue businesses
of the major industries of the city.

S Organize calling committees to interview non-Jewish employees well known ,
to members of the congregetion for the purpose of fostering friendly
relations and frank discussion of the problem,

4. Organigze classes in busineas "menners" for Jewish girls and young men
to help elininate cherscteristics which emoloyers find objectionsble
in Jews.

A COMMITTEE on Jewish Employment should be appointed to sccomplish these thigs

FROBLEM II. THE SOCIAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL FROXLEMS OF THE JEW:

1, Where does the Jew meet sociasl discriminstion?
READINGS:
1, Christiens Only, pp. 52-66, 7T2-124, 246-267.
2, Jewish Experiences in America, Lasker, pp. 75-80, B80-87.

2. Do the sociel end economic discriminations reulst in psychologicel problems
for the Jew?
3. What way of meeting the problem is suggested?
4., Is the suggestions sound?
5. What further solutions of the problem would you suggest?
! 6. Whet specific projects or =ctivities could this group further to help
| meet the problem?
READINGS:
1, The Island Within, Luydéwig Lewisohn, New York, 1928, sll, or 77 on.
2. Isreel, Ludwig Lewisohn, N,Y, 1925, pp 19-47, 256-9., Quoted in pert
in Dinin, 119-120,
3. Jewish Religious Education, Abreham N. Frengblau, ¥imeograph, ilebrew
Union College, Sect. ITI, pp. 4-6.
4, Jewish Education and Christien Religious Edueation, Jeecob S. Golub,
Hebrew Union College Monthly, Jan., 15, 1932, p. 5 ff, esp. parts
II, VII, VIII1. (Excellent, but may be too difficult for aversge
| layman; leadsr should direct various chosen members to it).
’ 5. Reuben Cohen Enters American Life, Irwin Edman, Menorah Journal 1¢26,
ppe 246-255,
6. Judaism at Bay, Horace Kallen, N,Y, 1932, pp. 177-181 (the case of
Jonah Guttman.)
7. The Ghetto, Louis Wirth, Chicago 1928, Ch XIII The Return to the
Ghetto, esp. pp 263-269, 280-1.
8. The Jew on the Faculty, Johan J, Smertenko, Opinion, Mey 2, 1832, 1l.
9. Reuben Cohen Claims his Inheritance, Irwin Edman, Menorah Journel, 1926,
PDe 268-?6.
| 10. Changing Conceptions in Jewish Education, Emanuel Gemoran, N.Y. 1924,
Bk. 2, pp. 34-54, esp. 46-47.
11. Humen Traits, Irwin Edman, N.Y. 1920, pp. 149-51, 1569, 16l1.
F. A Jewish Note Book, Ludwig Lewisohn, Opinion, July 1933, p. 10, end
August 1933, p. 20.
F. This People, Ludwig Lewisohn, N,Y, 1933, The Saint, 3-70.
¥, The Challenge of Anti-Semitism, Elisha M. Friedman, Menorash, Feb, 1922,
pp 15-22.
F. Reuben Cohen Considers Anti-Semitism, Irwin Edman, Menorsh, Jan 1925,
pp. 24, 30, 31.

Note 1. These activities may be embodied in the course in various optional weys.
They mey be a part of the discussion, in which case some of them will sarise
from the participants, and the rest may be suggested by the leader. Or
they may be all reserved to be suggested and discussed in the snecial com-
mittees of mction appointed for the various fields,
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F. Reuben Cchen Goes to College, Irwin Edman, Menoreh Ap.-Nay 1526,
pp. 127-37.

F. A College Jew Looks at Judaism, Abrehem H, Less, Opinion, May 2, 1932,
D 9.

F. Anti-Semitism, Universities and the Jewish Spirit, Eugene V. Rostrow,
Opinion, M=y 2, 1932, p. 12, Per. 1,

ANTICIPATED QUTCOMES:

l. Jews meet social discrimination in colleges, clubs - especially
university clubs, residences, hotels, resorts,

2. The discriminations of social and economic nature result in
psychological problems for the Jews m=s evidenced by these facts:

8, Some Jews assume Gentile names and pretend to be Gentiles
and live in fear of being found out,

be Scme, pretendins to bLe Gentiles, hete tiemselves for their
pretense.

c.Many Jews sre greatly embarrassed wnen the word "Jew" is men-
tioned, or when anythning ocarticularly Jewisn is brought to the
attention of the Gentile world.

d. Some Jews hate the peonle from which they have come.

SUGGESTED SOLUTION AND ITS EVALUATION

1. A closer integration of the Jew with his peovle and its culture,
so that he may appreciate the worth of his people and of their
contributions to civilization. 1In that way he may accept his fate
as a Jew easily and with strength,

2. (Eveluation) Its essential soundness, being based upon the neces-
sity of the individual's having a definite feeling of status, of
helonging. This the Jewish group can give to the Jew.

FURTHER SOLUTIONS LIKELY TO BE SUGGESTED:

1. Protest mgainst the discriminstions. WNot likely to have a pro=-
flound effect.

2. Assimilate comoletely into the dominant Gentile group.

The objections to this are:

a, Most Jews do not desire it, but rether find deeper congenialit
in their own group.

b. The Gentile world continues to regard a person of Jewish origin
as & Jew, no matter what religion he chooses or witn whom he
associates,

3, Establish adequate social sctivities for Jewsto compensate for
their rejection elsewhere. (This suggestion should be referred
back to the general solution of integreting the Jew with his
people.)

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1, Conduct a survey of the sociel discriminations egainst the Jew
in the community, including universities, recreational clubs, ete,

2. Determine where exclusion of Jews actually leasves them without
n=eded social facilities.

3. Bring these facts beck to the cantrsl committee for furtner action
to be determined on the basis of them.

4. S%udy the reasons advanced for social discrimination esgeinst

he Jew.

5. Orgenize clesses in social "Manners" for young peonle going into
fields where social discrimination is a pressing problem,

€. Go to the psychiatrists of the city and volunteer cooperation
with him in cases where he believes m closer integration with
the Jewish group would help correct the mentel problams of =
patient. (Here, of course, the committee would have to act
entirely confidentially.)

A COMMITTEE on Social Adjustment should be appointed to carry out

these activities.
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Part II.

MOTIVATING PROBLEM: HOW CAN WE INTEGRATE THE J™W INTO HIS GROUF, SO AS TU GIVE
HIM THE ESSENTIAL FEELING OF STATUS W{ICH WILL ﬁLABL“ HIM TO SUSTAIN HIS
PSYCUOLOGICAL NORMALITY IN THE FACE OF THE REBUFFS OF THE WORLD?

ANTICIPATED OUTCMES:
The answers which may be exyected are:
1, Provide Jewish Educetion,
2. Provide a Jewish home.
3. Secure greater participation in the synagogue.
4, Secure greater participation in Jewish communal activities,
5. Secure greater participation in Ponism,
(See note 1)

PROBLEM 1, JEWISH EDUCATION.

1, Is prerent day Jewish educetion adequete?
2. The Sunday School.
1) Is the Sunday School sdequate?
2) What are the ceuses of its inadequacies?
READINGS:
1, Forty Years of Reform Jewish Ecducetion - Its Achievements and its
Failures, Jacob B. Pollack, Centrel Conf. Am. Rebbis Year Book,
Vol. 39 (1929), pp. 402-433, esp. Conclusion 43@-Z.
2. We Have No Jewish School for Americs, Jacob S. Golub, Upinion,
June 13, 1932, p. l2ff,
3. The General Situation in the Jewish Sundey School, E. Gamoran,
Jewish Education, Vol 1, no. 1, pp. 25-33, esp. 30-33.
4, Discussion by Rabbi Heller on Pollack's erticle, idem. 457-8 (C
Yr. Bk. vol. 59).
F. A Criticel Evaluation of the Reform Religimus School, Solomon A.
Fineberg, CCAR Yr. Bk. vol.39, pp. 439-52, esp. Summery p. 45l.
F. A Rabbi T kes Stock, Solomon Goldmen, N.Y. 1931, 2 12
F. A Survey of 125 Rel. Schools, E. Gamoran, Cincinnati 25, Pp. 39
ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
LThe Sunday School is inadequate, as evidenced by the followings
8« The children do not get enough out of it, they themselves feel
that it is a waste of time.
b.The school eften leads them to unfavoreble ettitudes toward
Judeism ratner than favoreble,
c. The children are not teught in such a way as to desire to
continue their studies later.
2. The causes of its inadequacies are:
a. There is a lack of motivation of the child.
b. There is not enough time sllowed for instruction.
¢+ There is a lack of trained teachers.
d. There is a leck of mdequate and competant supervision.
e. The curriculum often deals with metters uninteresting and
unintelligible to the child.
f. The methods are too formel snd disciplinary and do not call
enough upon vurvnoseful activity on the part of the child,

3) What could the home do to help correct the inadequacies of the schooli
a) How could it increase the motivetion of the child?
b) What specific activities could this group undertake in order to further

Note 1, "2" (Provide a Jewish Home) will be considered under "1" (Jewish Education)
in order that the problem mey be made immedietely relevant to the members
of the course, by putting it in this form: How can the home make the
Jewish school more effective?
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the motivation of the school work on the part of the home$
READINGS:

1. Jewish Religious Edqucstion, A.N.Frankblau, Mimeograph, Heb. Union
College, pp. 8-11,

2., The Role of the Parent and the Layman in Jewish Education,L.Leévinthal
J. Ed. Vol V. No. l. Jan=March 1933, esp. pp. 14=15,

3. The Next Vecade in Jewish Education, S, Benderly, Jew. Ed, Vol., I¥.
No. l. Jen-March 1932, esp. p. 1l5.

4. The Status of Adult Education Among Americen Jews, Isasc Landman,
Religious Education, Vol. 25, No. 7, esp. pp. 639-40.

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS:
The home could increase the motivation of children by:

1. Discussion of Jewisn topics by the family.

2. Heving Jewish books and periodicals on the teble,

3. Having Jewish pietures in the home,

4, Having Jewish music in the nhome, which includes singing
Jewish songs, tuning in on Jewish concerts, and the like.

5. Observing Jewisn ceremonies and holidays,

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUFP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1. Determine whet are the best Jewish periodicals wniech could
be resd oy the whole family, which are of special interest =
for children, intellectual interest, etc.

2. rrepare a list of these, telling their nature and providing
a secretary who will collect money for them end send away
for them,

3. Prepare a list of the most appesling Jewish books for verious
eges, indicating their prices.and the secretary through
whom they may be purchased.

4, Investigate the Temple library to determine the extent of
its use and the proportion of the most appealing modern
Jewish books thet ere to be found there.

5. Suggest means for correcting eany deficiencies in the library.

6. Determine what are the most appealing Jewish works of art
that would beautify a home,

7. List them with tneir description, indicating where they can
be obtained.

8. Prepare a list of the best Jewisi music for the nome -
songs, pieno, wiolin, victrols, etc. = and indicete a
secretary tnrough whom they may be purchased.

9, Post an announcement of the times when Jewisnh music can
be heard on the radio.

10. Prepere a list indicating what materials are eveileble for
home celvration of festivals, and indicate a secretery
through whom they may be obtained.

11, Convene the parents for the purpose of introducing them to
these Jewish things end to the committee through wnich they
can obtain them.

A COMMITTEE on the Jewish Home should be appointed to carry
these activities into effect,

¢) Whet types of activity could the home encourage the child to parti=-
cipate in, in order to make the school more vital to the child?

d) What activities could the group underteke to further this encourage-
ment?

READINGS:
1. Jewish Religious Education, A,N,Frantblau, Mimeograph, HUC, 13-15.
2. The Curriculum of the Fyture Jewish Sunday School, E. Gamoran,
Jewish Education, Vol., V. No. l. Jan-March 1933, esp. 36 ff.

3. A Rabbi Tepkes Stock, Solomon Goldmen, N,Y, 1931, pp. 17-18,

4. A New Aggroech to the Problem of Judnism, Mordecei M. Keplan,
N-Yo ]_- 4, p . 1-8’ 16‘:"27.
5. A Curriculum for the Primary Grades, J,S,Golub, Jew. Ed. Vol. III.

No. 1. Jan-March 1931, pp. 49-55,
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6. Judaism in a Changing Civilization, Dinin, pp. 200-201, 206,
208-9,
7. Theories of Americanizetion, Isaasc B. Berkson, N.Y., 1920, 133-7.
F. Toward a Reconstruction of Judeism, M.M.Keplan, Menorah,
April 1927,pp. 128-9,

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS:
The home should encourasge the child to participate in school in:

1. Learning of the Hebrew language.

2, Jewish plays, hendiwork, songs.

3. Festival observances.

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1. Esteblish a sisterhood committee on the preparation of
costumes and properties for pleys to be given by the
school.

2., Determine whet are the best times to hold additionel ses-
sions of the school in order that there mey be time for
the additional activities,

3. Determine what expert help is aveilable in furthering
Hebrew instruction and Jewish ert and drama; elicit this
aid for the Sunday Schocol program.

A COMMIITEE on the New Jewish School should be appointed.

be. The Extent of Elementary Jewish Education.
1; Are pll Jewish children given the opportunity of a Jewish Education?
2) Vhat solution is suggested in order to meke provision for all Jewisn
children?
3) What further suggestions could you make to solve the problem?
4) What specific cctivities could this group undertake to solve it?
READINGS ¢
1. The Strength of Hebrew in America, Uzish Z. Engelmen, Venorah,
March.1929, 233-5. (A summary of others findings.)
2. Jewish Education, Shall it Stand Alone? Ben Rosen, Jewish Forum,
March 1926, p. 19.
3+ Communal Responsibility of the Synagogue to Jewish Educsation,
Emanuel Gamoran, Barnett R. Brickner, Jew. Ed. Vol. 111, No. 3
(Oct=Dec 1931) 135-151.
F. Extent and “Yost of Jewish Educstion in the United States, David
Cedarbaum, Jew. Ed. Vol. I, No. 1, (Jen 1929) p. 52.
Fe. A Survey of 125 Religious Schools, Gamoren, p. 39.
F. Jewish Educetion In New York City, Alexander Dushkin, N,Y, 1918,
pp. 388-93. (Shows th8t this has been s persistent problem.)

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
1. Only sbout one-fourth of the Jewish children in the country
receive any Jewish edueation,
2. The length of attendence of those who do receive some
Jewish education is often very short.
PROPOSED SOLUTION:
1. Schools supported by the general Jewish community should
be set up, meinteined and extended.
FURTHER SOLUTION LIKELY TO BE SUGGESTED:
1. Provision should be made to include children of non-members
in the Temple schools,
ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:
1. Conduct a survey determining who arethe children who are
receving no Jewish education in the community.
2. Correspond with the Union of Americen Hebrew Congregetions
end with the Jewish Welfere Board to determine how similar
situations heve been met.
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3. Carry forth the program to sctually meet the situation.
A COMMITTEE on Communal Jewish Education should be appointed.

c. Youth Educetion,

1) 1Is special education for tne Jewish youth needed?
READINGS:
1. The Next Decade in Jewish Education, Semson Benderly, Jew. Ed.
Vol. 5, No. 1, Jan-Merch 1583, esp. pp. 15-6.
2. L New Approach to the Problem of Judeism, M.M.Kaplan, 52-60,
3. Our Ygth, Louis Marshall, Jewish Forum, May 1923, 274-81,
4. The Future of the Jewish Student in Am., N.1 saacs, Jew, Farum, Mer, '22, 131f,
2) How does the absence of youth and amdult educetion affect the problem
of motiveting the child's education?
READINGS:
(Adequate reedings specifically on this subject have not been found,
however the resdings listeimnder 3) How could the home increase the
motivetion of the child,hint at the answer. The answer cen easily
be brought out in the discussion.)

3) Whet orojects could this group undertake to further youth education?

ANTICIFATED OUTCOMES:
l. specinal education is needed for the Jewish youth, for he has
special problems:

a, He must reconcile the moral standards and ideals teught him
e8 = child with the current practices of his day.

b. He must meke an intellectusl and emotional adjuetment to his
Tirst mature realization of his status as a Jew in the world,

¢, He must determine whether he will meet his newly expanded needs,
social, intellectua, artistie, totally under non-sectarisn
auspkces or partly under Jewish auspices,

2+ Without youth aud adult educetion it is difficult to motivate
the child, for,

a. He tends to view Jewish educetion as something to be gotten
over with,

b. He tends to view Jewish knowledge and skills as something
unnecessary, for efter all, his older brothers and his
parents do nothing with them.

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:
l. Condugt a survey of the number of Jewish young people who are
in the city.
2. Conduet a survey of the amctual Jewish activities in whieh
young peorle mre engaged.
3. Call a Youth Conference on Judaism and Youth to stimlate youth
activity by discussions presented by the young people on:

a, The sttitude of youth toward Jewish life,

b. The sctivities in which youth desires to perticipate.

¢. The svecific form which these sactivities shall take; clubs,
or classes, their auspices, etc. (The conference should
immediately dtermine the sctivities it wants, the dates on
which they shall begin, snd it should elect leaders of tnem.)

4, Further the newly formed activities through oublieity, confer-
ences with perents, securing the backing of freternities, etc.

A COMMITTEE on Youth Activity should be appointed to accomplich

these things.

d, Acdult Educetion,
1) Is there & special need for adult educetion:among Jews?

2) What projects could the group undertake in order to further this end?
READINGS:

1. A New Approech to the Problem of Juceism, M.M. Kaplan, 61-70.
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2. Tne Status of Adult Education among Americen Jews, Iseac Landman,
Religious Educetion, Vol. 25, No. 7, Esp. pp. 639=-643,

8. Adult Educetion and Judeism, Jacob Singer, CCAR Yr. Bk. Vol. 38
(1928) pp. 361-3,

F. The Plece of Adult Educetion in Jewish Life, V.V.Kaplen, S.A.J.
Review, Vol. ¥, No. 24 (Feb, 24 1928)n#; NKo. 25 (Merch 3 1928)
pp. 11£f, (Pp. 12-13. might well be used for genersl reading)

F. Adult Educeticu - a Function of the Jewish School, Isaec Landman,
Jew, Ed. Vol,V, No. 2, April-June 1933, pp. 79-87. (79-80
might be used for genersl reading.)

F. Adult Bducetion in the Jewish Center, Herman Jacobs, Jew. Ed.

701- 5. NO. 5. Oct.-WC. 1933. lslffu

F. Adult Educetion in Judeism, Hyman G. Enelow, Cincinneti 1927 UAHC.

(Contains historicel references.)

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:

1. The adult has special probiems which must be met by Jewish cul-
turel ectivities especielly designed for him:

[ T?e accurate knowledge of the trends effecting current Jewish

ifBo

b. The problem of whet movements in current life the Jewish
group should further.

c. The relation of the home to the education of the child
(even as it has been considered sbove.)

d. The problem of the directions which synagoguel activity
should teke., (This course is itself an example of meeting
a need through adult education.)

e, The problem of keeping his life within the Jewish group
interesting end creative,

ACTIVITIES IN "HICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1. Study further from a theoretical point of view, the educational
heeds of the adult,

2. Send questionnaires throughout the congregation to determine
what subjects of study end what ectivities the members ere
particularly interested in, and what would be the best time
for meetings.

3. Investigate tne talentaveilsble for leading adult activities:
intellectual, dramatic, artisticj songs, artcraft.

4, Recommend a specific schedule of activities,

5S¢ -Further it through publicity, support from sisterhoods, etc.

A COMMITTEE on Adult Education should be asppointed.

e, The Central Bureau of Jewish Education in the Community.
1) How could such a Bureeu improve the whole level of Jewish educetion
within the city?
2) Whet projects couléd the group underteke in order to further the Bureau?
READINGS:
1, Congregetion snd Community in Jewish Education, A. M. Dushkin,
Jew, Ed., Vol. 1, No. 2, May 1929, 73-81,
2. The Development of a Community rrogrem in Jewish Educetion,
A,M.Dushkin, Proceedings Nat'l, Conf. Jew, Soc, Serv. 1927,
211-227, esp. 219-22,
3. The Effect of the mconomic Depression upon Jewish Educetionael
Activities, Proceedings, Nat'l., Conf, Jew, Soc. Serv. 1931,
46-49,
F, Aims and Activities of Jewish Educstional Organizations in America,
A,M.Dusnkin and lLeo L. Honor, Jew, Ed., Vol. V, No. 3, Oct=Dec,
1533, 136=46.

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
l. A centrel Bureau of Jewish Education in the community could
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improve Jewish education in these ways:

a. It could furnish professional, full-time consultation end
supervision to schools under synagoguel auspices.

b. It could develope more effective curricula.

¢« It could subject schools to objective measurements of
achievement.

d. It could provide Jewisgh education for children who are not
effiliated elsewhere,

e. Through community projects, and through activities between
the various schools it could give the students a sense of
belonging to the Jewish community with its various sctivi-
ties, and not merely to one congregetion.

f. It could establish Jewisnh High Schools and Adult Educetion
on & community basis, which could secure a wider support
than any separate synagogue could obtain, and which there-
fore could efford a higher standard of work.

E+ It could esteblish teachers' training schools and standards
of temching.

ACTIVITIES IN WHICE THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:
l. Where there is a Buresu in the community, investigate what
functions it is retually performinge
2+ Consult with the head of the Bureau to determine the factors
that obstruct his fullest effectiveness,
3. Cooperate in removing those obstructions.
4, Where there is no Bureau, investigate the feasibility of estab-
lishing one,.
| The matter snould be referred to the Committee on Comunsl Jewish
Education.

PROBLE¥ II. GREATER PARTICIPATION IN THE SYNAGOGUE. (See note 1)

l, Is the religious function of the synagogue losing its wvitelity?
2., What are tne probrble causes for its loss of appeal?
READINGS:
1, Jewish Life in Modern Times, Israel Cohen, Lonaon 1529, 263-67,
| 2. Reuben Cohen Goes to Temple, Irwin Edmen, Menorah Journal, June 1928,
527-%6, esp. 530.
3, Reform Judeism Looks Ahead, Felix Morrow, Venoreh Journal, Msrch 1931,
285-6.,

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
1. Synegogue worship seems to heve lost some of its witality, for:
fa. Many do not attend the services, even tnough they belong to
the congregations.
! b. Interest in the service proper is often lecxing, evensamong
. those mio ettend; for many of them come only for the sermon.
2. The possible ressons for its leck of vitality are:

a, Some people feel that the services are irrelevant to the press-
ing problems of their life; they come only when their problens
happen to fit in with the conecerns which chiefly pervade the
service: consolation in bereavement, support in triel and
sickness,

b. People who do not meet together for active furtherance of the
aims of which the service speeks, find worsnipping together
empty.

Ce Peoglz fail to appreciate the role of Jewisn customs and cere=-
monies in integrating a nd perpetumting Jewish life.

d. Some feel that they can no longer believe in religion because
of whet science tesches them.

Note 1, We confins ourselves here to s consideration of the devotionsl funetion

of the synagogue, since its educational functions have siresdy be ]
s an deelt
with, and its other functions will be considered under commuﬁgl activi%ies.
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3« Does a deep perscnal faith have significance in life?
READINGS:

1. The Religious Life, Samuel S. Cohon, (Lecture notes to be published
in the future) Cincinnati, 20-26, 37-40,

2, Humen Treits, Irwin Edman, N.Y, 1920, 280-94,

3. Religious Life, (A Symposium) Religion and Personality, Ernest Tittle,
N.Y. 1929, 65-84,

4, Religion and the Modern World, J. H, Randall end J, H. Rendell Jr.,
N,Y. 1929, 187-207, esp. 192-201.

5. Adventurous Religion, Harry Emerson Fosdiek, N.Y. 1926, 75-20, 135-151.

FP. Tne Clinical Significence of Religion, Bernard Glueck, CCAR Yr. Bk. Vol.
37 (1927) 344-51.

F. The Varieties of ReligiousExperience, Willism James, N,Y. 1502, esp.
47-48, 896, 455-6,

F. The Religious Consciousness, J,B,Pratt, N.Y. 1920, 35«6,

ANTICIPATED QUTCOMES:
1. A deep personal faith has profound significence in tne life of
the individual; it can bring:

a. "A new gest which edds itself like s gift to life, and takes
the form either of lyrical enchantment or of appesl to
earnestness and heroism.

b, "An assurance of sefety and e temper of peece, ~nd, in relation
to others, a preponderence of loving effections.” (Jemes 485-6).

¢, An ability to meet the frustrations and tregedies of life,

d. A heelthy belance which cen aid in throwing off discase.

4., Can we continue to believe in rgligious values in the light of the picture
of the world which science gives us?
READINGS:

1. What We Jews Believe, Samuel S. Cohon, Cincinnati (UAHC) 1931,
5-8, 134-5, 146-8,

2. Science and Religion, (A Symposium) forward by M. Pupin, N.Y. 1931,
Julian Huxley 18«21, J. Arthur Thomson 23=36.

3. Humen Treits, Irwin Edman, N,Y, 1920, 320-2,

4, Relipgion in a “hapging World, Abba iillel Silver,
16-20, 29-50.

5. Adventurous Feliigion, iH.E.Fosdick, X,Y, 1526, 135-5l.

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
1, Religious beliefs are tensble in the light of science, for:

a. Science is concerned with describing the nature of the world
and its development; it does not concern itself with the prob-
lem of "How did it heppen that tnis type of a world was crested
in the first place.," Therefore science has nothing to sey
as to wnether or not a Deity oreated the world,

b. Seience is not concerneé with the problem ™What purposes is
the world fulfilling?" (Science has discuovered merely that
there are certain uniformities thet operate in nature, Wnether
or not these uniformities operate in such a way as to further
certain purposes is never considered by science,) Therefore
a belief thet the world is being directed by God toward the
fulfillment of certain purposes is not denied in any way by
the findings of science,

c. Science is concerned with enalysis, it ccrd never tell one
the velue of things; religion is concerned with evelusting
things in terms of tne richest human life it cen conceive,
Thus, whereas science does concern itself with finding tools
for accomplishing eny conceivable purpose, religion is
concerned with deciding which of these purposes should be
furthered, and with the actuel furtherance of them througn
stirulating human emotions.
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5. Has congregational worship end the observance of ceremonies special
significance for the Jewish people?
READINGS:

1., Judaism as a Civilization, Religions Place in It, M,M.Kaplan,
Menorah Journel, December 1918, 505-14,

2, Judaism at Bay, H. Kallen, N,Y, 1932, 107-110.

5. The Synagogue and Jewish Communal Life, M.M.Keplan, CCAR Yr. Bk,
Vol. 42 (1932) 244-47T,

4. Assimilation, M. Fishberg, Menorsh Journal, Feb. 1920, esp. p. 29.
Also printed in Jewish kxperiences in America, Lasker, 1225,

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
1. Congregationel worship and observance of Jewish ceremonies have
a significance to tue Jewish group beyond their religious meanings
a. They are instrumenis in building e feeling of unity in the
Jewish pecple; through pleasant and sedhetic mssociations
with their people, Jews become bound by emotional ties to
their group.
b. They tend to perpetuate Jewish lif'e in another way: by being
explicit, self-conscious expressions of the Jew's determina-
tion to live.

6, liow do you believe synagogue worship could be made more eppealing?
7. Whet projects or studies could this group undertske in order to further
this end?
READINGS:

(Adequate readings pertinent here have not been found; but after having
considered the function of worship in detail, under questions 1 to 5,
the participants should hewe fruitful suggestions to offer in the
discussion.g

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS:

1. Changes in the neture of Jewish life: meke it more =ctive
and vital, (Through greater Jewish educacion, & reorgenized
community, Zionism.)

2. Changes in the ettitude of Jews toward the service:

8. In!ioat; the speciml role of Jewish customs end worship. (5,
abnve,

b. Demonstrate the tensbility of religious convictions in the
modern world of thought. (4, sbove,)

3. Changes in the nature of the worship:

&« Create varient services ewbodying current problems.

b. Create services each unified by developing & single ideal.

c. Encourage a grester participetion of the congregation in tne
seyvice, through singing and reading.

d. Embody more pageantry and symbolism in the service.

e. Embody pessages from other Jewish inspirational literature
in order to very the traditionsl content of the service.

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1, Study the Jewish Holidays with the view of preparing a list
of Sabbaths on which speeimsl pageantry could be employed in
the service.

2. Make a schedule of such services, snd begin preparation for them,

3. Determine which songs could most appeelingly be sung in the
service by the congregation.

4., In cooperastion with the Committee on Adult Ecucetion, train
members in such songs and encourage them to sing them,

5. Determine whether or not = choir made up of members of the
congregation is feasible,

6. Prepare a list of inspirstionel psssesges from Jewiwh literature
which could be incorporated in the service, indicating its
appropriate occesion and place in the service.

7« Determine which ideals could most eppropriately be used for s
centrsg thread in a service, Sae v
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8. Attempt the writing of a service embodying one of tnose ideals.
A COMMITTEE on the Service should be appointed,

PROBLEM III, GREATER PARTICIPATION IN JEWISH COMWUNAL LIFE,

l. Is there widespread perticipation in Jewish communal life?
2+ Is the organization of Jewish communel life satisfactory?
3. In what specific ways is it feiling to meet Jewish needs?
READINGS :
1, The Synagogue and Jewisn Comrunal Activities, Horece Stern, 32nd
Council of UAHC, Jen. 1932, (Pamphlet UAHC) 4-7. 4lso in Am. Jew,
Yr. Bk. Yol. 35, (1933-34) 157-63.
2. The Synagogue =nc Jewish Communal Life, M.M.Kaplan, CCAR Yb.Bk.
Vol. 42 (1532), 2%-7,239-43, 246-9, Also in Opinion, Jen. end
Feb. 1933,
3. Jewish Community Orgenigation in America, A.M.Dushkin, Paper presented
to the Council for the Advancement of American Jewish Life, Chicago,
Dec. 27. 1933, to be published as part of their oroceedings.
4, Judeism in e Changing Civilization, S, Dinin, N.Y. 1933, 158-9.
§, The Relation of the Depression to the'Cultural and Spiritual Values
of Americen Jewry. A.H.Silver, Proceedings Nat'l, Conf. Jew. Soc.
Serv. 1932, 144-8,
6. The Emergent Community, A.H.Silver, Jewish Daily Bulletin, Jan. 21,34.
7. The Crisis in Boston, Zalmen Yoffeh, Menorah Journal, May. 1930;
44457,
8. Chaos or Crestion II, Henry Hurwitz, Menorsh Journasl, Spring 1932,
Vol. 20, no., 1, 1-11, esp. l-5,
F. Reconstruction df Judeism, ¥.M.Kaplan, Menorah Journal, April 1927,
125-6, Quoted in Jewish Experiences in America, Lasker, 172-76.
F. School, Community Center, and Federetion, Albert P. Schoolman,
J“. Edo 701. v' No. 3' Oct-noc 1953. 14‘7"151' 155.

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
1. There is not widespreed participation in Jewish communel life:
a. Most of the work of direction is dore by e few people. This
is substaentiated by the fect thet when old Jewisn leaders in
the community pess ewey it is difficult to find those who
will take their place among the younger men.
b. Most of the work of funderaising is done by s few wino serve
continuously for many functions.
2. The orgeniza.ion of Jewish communal lif'e is unsatisfactory:
a. To the extent that it is organized, it is undemocratic, being
dominated by a few people.
be It is verly largely unorgeniszed, thus permitting:

1) Great duplication of effort, which decreases the standards
of work, end wastes energy.

2) Uncerteinty es to authority, which leads to:

2) Inadequate heddling of important matters, such as the
mobilization of Jewish effort to further action of the
government to remove Nati propagandists from Americe.

b) Internal dissention as to the mesns of dealing with
public matters, which weakens the Jewish position in the
eyes of the public. This has even degenerated at times
into an undignified scramble for publicity on the part
of various organizations thet desire to bring themselves
to the fore by attacking anti-Semitism.

3) Improper belancing of Jewish expenditures, ss illustrated by
the overbuilding of charitable institutions to the neglect
of Jewish ecducation, and the overbuilding of physical
facilities in Temples with the result that amortization of
building debts leaves inadequete funds for services of
Rebbis mnd tescuers who meke the buildings useful.

4) Inadeguete provision for Jewish education. (PB. 48, b; 50, e)
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4, What could be done to strengthen Jewish Communel lifef

5. What could be done to encourage grester varticipstion in it?
6. Whet projects or studies could this group undertake in ader to further

these ends?

READINGS:
l. The Synagogue end Jewish Communal Activities, Hporace Stern (above,
p. 54, 1) ppe. 10-15; slso Am. Jew, Vr, Bk. 1933-4, 163-70.
2. The Synegogue and Jewish Communsel Life, M.¥.Kaplen, (ebove, p. 54, 2)
pp. 49=56.

3. Reconstruetion of Judeism, M.M.Kaplan, Menoreh Journsl,April 1927,
(above, p. 54, F) 125-5,

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS:
1. Jewish communsl life could be strengthened mnd greater parti-

cipation in it secured by:

a. The Stern Plen:
1) Orgenize the various congregstions into committees, each

congregation would thus have its speciel committee on
Jewish educetion, Jewish rights, Jewish foreign relief,
etc.

2) Reouire that every member of the congregation participete
in one of thése committees,

3) Have the committtees of the synagogues cooperate within
tne community in order to further their activities.

b. The Kaplan Plen:

1) Orgenize e strong central Jewish Community or Federetion.

2; Require membership in the Federrction as & prerequisite to
membership in any synsgogue or Jewisn orgenigation in
the community.

3) Have representation of all the verious Jewish orgrnizstions
on the central legislative authority of the Federation.

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1. Make a study of the communal activities in the city, such as
Jewish educetion, sociel service, community eenters, etc., to
determine the adequacy snd consistency of their support snd the
extent to which their control is democretic,

7+ Determine how many of the congregants psrticipaste in functions
which further one communal activity or another.

3., Wake a study of the Jewish empenditures of the city to determine
whether or not they are balanced properly.

4. Determine whether the stern Plen of the Keplan Flen or an
ulternative would be best for the community.

D« Teke steps to put the adopted plen into effect,

A COMMITTEE on Jewish Communal Life should be appointed.

TROELEM 1V. GREATER PARTICIPATION IN ZICNISM.

1, Does Zionism help to integrete the Jew with his people? How?
= READINGS:
1, About Zionism, albert Einstein, London 1930, 29-30, 31-35,

slso intoduction by Leon Simon, 9-20.
2. Toward a Reconstruction of Judaism, M{.Keplan, Menorzh Journsal,

April 1927, 124,
3. Zion: A Romence and Adventure, John Haynes Holuies, Brandeis Avukah

Annual, Boston 1932, 35B8=61.
4, Jews in une World, Nehum Sokolow, in Modern Palestine (A Symposium)

edited by J. Sempter, N.Y, 1933, 359-63.
5. The Mjracle of Hebrew Reborn, Shalom Spiegel, Brendeis Avuksh
Annual, 665-%80, A reprint of Ch.I. of Spiegel's Hebrew Reborn,

see esp, 19223,
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6. Zionism: Creativity or rhilanthropy, Louis Lipsky, Brandeis
Avuksh Annual, 63-67.
7. I, the Jew, Maurice Samuel, §,Y, 1827, 138,140-3,148,
8. ralestégn, Today and Tomorrow, J.H,Holmes, N.Y, 1929, esp.
257=T1.
$. Self Emancipation in the Diaspora, Eugene Kohn, Menorah Journal,
March 1930, 195-210, esp. 202ff.
10, Pelestine - Homeland or Ghettot E. Neuman, Opinion, Dee. 21, 31, 11.
11, Pelestine Creates a New Folk Song, H.Wi.Binder, Avukah Annual (Brandeis)
406-409,
F. Je:ish Art in the Nat'l Home, Nahum Sokolow, Brendeis Awvukeh Annusl,
0-422,
F. The Growth of Modern Hebrew Litereture, Hillel BEevli, in Modern
Palestine, edited by J.Sampter, 326-348,
F. Art in Pelestine, J. Sampter, in Modern Palestine, 349-358.
F. Where the Jew Feels at Home, Solomon Goldman, Erandeis Avuksh
Annual, 333-357. From his book, A Rebbi T kes Stock, N.Y., 1931,
181ff,
F. A New Approsch to the Problem of Judeism, M.M.Keplen, N,7Y, 1524, 33-4,

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
1. Zionism helps to integrete the Jew with his pecple in these
ways:

ee It is an open avowml to himself end to others of his active
affiliation with the Jewish group.

b. It provides the opportunity to participete in e cnellenging
creative endesvor that is specifically Jewish.

c, It provides for the further development of Jewish culture -
language, literature, art, songs, etc. = in which he cen
share., Tius it enables men to affiliate with a culture
which is both disctinctly modern and unmistekebly Jewish.

d. It cen be used as a focel point for motiveting the education
of Jewish children.

Z. Does Zionism involve an injustice to the Arab population?
READINGS :
1, About Zionism, Albert Einstein, London 1530, Jew end Araeb, 5362,
2, Jew and Areb in Panlestine, Lord Snell, Opinion, April 18, 1932, 8.
3, Modern Palestine, J,Sampter, N.Y. 1933, 158-169, The Jews end Arabs.
4, Toward e Reconstruction of Judeism, M.M.Keplen, Menorsh Journel,
April 1927, 124,

ANTICIFPATED OUTCOMES :
1, Zionism does not invovle an injustice to the Areb population,
for:

a, It has inproved the general conditions of life among the
Arabs: health, education, economics.

b. All lend which was once owned by the Arsbs snd is now pos=-
sessed by Jews wes taken over by purchese, on terms favorable
to the Areb, and with provisions enebling the Areb to re=-
establish himself elsewhere.

c. Although it is true thet the majority of Arebs now in Feles-
tine would probably vote ageinst all wing the Jews to con-
tinue their develooment there, which implies that Zionism
viclates the strict doctrine of self-determination rmong
peoples, this evil must be weighed egeinst the larger evil
which the Jewish people experiences for lack of e homeland.
The doctrine of self-determination ceme ss a motest sgeinst
the practice by which e sovereign people alrendy possessing
its own land end government forcibly imposes its rule and
customs upon amother netion. Here, on the contrary, a people
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with no homeland or government, and desper=tely in need of

a center to stengthen its morale =nd of a haven for those among
it who are being driven from their lands, asks thet another
people give up a tiny fraction of its dominion in order thet

it mey establish for itself a home. Thus 2ipnism furthers

the self-determination of peoples by giving B measure of it

to one more people sorely in need of it, without teking it

avay from any other.

3. Is the furtherance of a distinet culture among Jews in Americe incompetible
with American ideels?
READINGS:

1. Theories of Americanizetion, Issac Berkson, N.Y. 1520, Ch. I¥ The
Velue of Ethnic Groups, esp. 121-132, 140-2, Summery in Judeism in
a Chenging Civilieetion, Dinin, 68-70.

2+ Demcracy and Assimilation, J. Drachsler, N.Y, 1920, esp. 236-8.
txcellent summery in Judeism in 8 Chemgng Civilizetion, Dinin, 70-3.

3. Judeism in a Changing Civilizetion, S. Dinin, N.Y. 1933, 63-81, esp.
63-4, 80,

4, Judaism at Bay, H,".Kellen, N.Y. 1932, Zionism end Liberalism, 1ll-12Q0,
Also in Brandeis Avukeh Annual, 45-53,

Sa Ha;iongéism er Culturalism, Lewis Mumford, Menorah Journel, June 1822,

29-38.,
F. Jewish Education in New Y¥rk City, A, Dushkin, N,Y, 1918, 384-6.

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
1. The furthering of a distinctly Jewish culture is compsatible with
American ideals, for:

8. Advenced thinkers have recognized the velue of preserving
group ties in the socielization of the individual; thus they
help to prevent the growth of enti-sociael traits,

b. Americen thinkers have indicated the welue of cultural diver-
sity for the richness snd enjoysbility of life.

c. Multiple cultural sympathies tend to bresk down cheuvinism
and lead to peaceful attitudes.

4, What asctivities could this group undertake in order to further Jewish
nationalism?

ACTIVITIES IN WAICH THE GROUP WMIGHT ENGAGE:

1. Communicete with the Zionist Orgenizetion of Americe to find
out what types of organizations heve been rormed further-its
cause, and which those sre represented in the community,

2, Determine which types of orgenizetiors are wost suited to the
congregation.

3. Determine whether the congregetion should establisn its own
orgrnizations or urge prrticipation in the Zionist groups
already formed.

4, Erect a permanent ssles counter in connection with the library,

where Pelestinian art produets and books can be purchased.

5. Determine whether or not the librery has the most interesting
and un=to-date books on ralestine,

6. Appoint s secretary whose duty it is to keep up-to-date a
permanent file on the verious pheses of Palestinian develop=-
ment,

A COMMITTEE on Zionism should be sppointed,
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Part III.

MOTIVATING PROBLEM: HOW CAN TE MEET THE THREAT OF A RISING POLITICAL ANTI=
SEMITISN?

A. The Initiepl Problems.

FROBLEM I. ANTI-SEMITISM IN GERMANY,

1, What has the coming into power of the Hitler government meant to the
Jews in Germany?
READINGS:
l. The Jews in the Third Reich, Mildred S. Wertheimer, Foreign Poliecy
Assn. Report, Oct, 11, 1933, Vol. IX, No. 16. (Foreign Policy
Assn, 18 E. 41st St., New York City, 25¢)
2. The Jews in Nazi Germeny, American Jewish Committee, 1933, l-4l.
(An. Jew. Committee 171 Madison Ave., New York City)
3. Sentenced to Death, Ferdinand Issermasn, Modern View Pub. Co.,
St. Louil. Mﬂ.' 1933.
4, The Persecution of the Jews in Germany, Sup»lementary Bulletin No. 1,
The Joint Foreign Committee of the Board of Deputies of British
Jews, May 1933, 1-25.
5. The Brown Book of Hitler Terror, New York 1933, 222-281.
6. Outstanding Jewish Event During the Year 5693, American Hebrew,
" Sept. 15, 1933, 262.
7. American Jewish Yeer Book, Vol. 35 (1933-34), 21-39,

2, Vthat are the means that have been suggested for aiding the German Jews?
3. Are these means adequate?
4, What specific activities cculd this groun underteke in order to eid the
German Jews?
READINGS:
1, What Happened in London, I.M,Rubinow, E'nai B'rith Magezine, Dec. 1933,
85ff.
2. Commission for Refugees Holds Inspiring Sessions, Anne Z. Nedalieg
American Hebrew, Dec. 29, 1933, p, 133.
3. The London Conference, J.W.Wise, Upinion, Dec. 1933, p. 6.
4, Germen Jewry States Its Case, B'nai B'rith Magazine, Jan. 1934, 116ff,
5. German Jewish Youth Trains for the Future, Jewish Deily Bulletin,
Decn 5’ 1933.
6, Jews' Chenge Blocked by Nezi Heads, Jewish Daily Bulletin, March 6, 1934.
7. Relief Programs and Activities inBehalf of German Jewry Jew, Scc. Serv, Qinrt.,’
ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES: Dec. 195, 170-73.
1. The coming in of the H,tler government has meant:
a. The throwing of the whole Jewish population into a state of
agonized fear,
be Death to some Jews.
c. Brutelities to many Jews.
d. Loss of occupation to most professional Jews.
e, A systematic boycott of Jewish merchants.
f. The generel policy of reducing Jews to a poverty-stricken,
second-class people,
SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS:
1. Care for the refugees, by:
e. Supporting them temporarily.
b. Retreining some so thet they can reenter economic life,
¢. Liberalize the lewsof immigration into Palestine and Americe,
d. Provide further funds so that more may leave if tney desire.
e, Provide for the czre of children whom parents send out of
Germany.




59

2. Retrain the Jews that remsin in Germeny for other occupstions.
5« Boycott Germany.
EVALUATION OF THE SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS:
1. Care of the refugees, and aid in enabling Jews to leave Germany
is our immediate need.

2+ Retraining of Jews in Germany is important, yet it is subjeect
to limitations:

8. The Nazi government is blocking the entrance of Jews into
farming and the handicrafts,

b. Even if it were to succeed to a certein extent, it would
leave the Jew in a second class status.

3. The boycott cannot be our primary concern:

a. It is unlikely that it will bring about s cessetion of anti-
Semitism in Germany, since the government has built their
strongest sttachment upon this part of their program.

4, These means have all been considered as means of remedy;
are there no meesures available which would prevent the
spread of this movement? First we must consider the causes
of the rise of Aitlerism. (This leads to questions 5 and 6.)

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1, Correspond with the comm ttees furthering the relief of German
Jews and determine what part the congregstion can pley in these
activities,

2, Determine what can be done to further tne liberelization of
immigretion into Americea.

3. Determine whether it would be of any verlue for the congregstion
to guarrantee that certain German refugees would never become
public charges, and to offer their aid in helping to integrate
them into American economic and social life.

4. Keep a specizl bulletin board where the new developments in
German relief are indicated by chart and picture.

A COMMITTEE on Aid for German Jews should be appointed.

6. What were the ceuses of the rise of Hytlerism in Germany?
6. What forces would work against the rise of Hitlerism in other countries?
READINGS:
1. Foreces Underlying the Nazi Revolution, Mildred S. Wertheimer, Foreign
Poliecy Revorts, Vol. IX, No. 10, July 19, 1933.
2. The Brown Book of Hitler Terror, N,Y, 1933, 3-5, 9-44; esp. 30-33.

T

2. Jews in Nazi Germeny, Sheldon Blank, Hebrew Union College Monthly,
QOct. 15, 1933, 7.

ANTICIPATED OQUTCOMES:
1. The cruses of the rise of Hitlerism in Germany were:

a. Prolonged intense poverty and bitterness of the people as the
result of the war and of the post-war burdens forced upon
Germany in spite of her economie breaskdown. This stimulated
Hitlerism in two ways:

1) 1t led many to join the movement es s militent romsntic
movement that promised help.

2) It created a revolutionary economic movement among the
workers,which led industrialists to finence Nazi-ism as
g means of bresking the movement toward socislization of
industries,

b. A tredition of anti-Semitism which could be used ss = tool
for building up a party, for it is very plessant to Ie ar that
one's misery is not his fault but is due to a treitor within
his ranks,

¢..The weakness of the ruling government in suppressing subver-
sive movements.

Z. Forces working ageinst the rise of Hitlerism:
2. The securing of e grester security and s higher standard of
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living emong the messes,

b, Movements ageinst war,

c. Movements working for a deep feeling of good-will betwean
Jew and Gentile,

d. A strong government able to meet the economic needs of its
peonle and able to disarm subversive politicel movements.

PROELEM II. ANTI-SEWITISM THROUGHOUT THE WORLD,

1. Does political anti-Semitism in the world at large represent a serious
problem?
2+ In what netions does it seem to be increasing?
3. How cen we meet the problem?
READINGS:
1. The Negi Propagenda Peril, The Jewish Chronicle (Londom), Feb. 9, 1934,7,
2. Report of Committee on Contemporary History and Literature, J.R.Marcus,
CCAR Yr. Bk. Vol. 43 (1933) 99-101.
3. The Wild Beasts of Roumania, Qpinion, Jan, 18, 1932, 4.
4, Bustrian Jewish Rignts Mensced, JDB Feb. 23, 1934, boris Smolar. See
also his erticles in the Jewish Daily Bulletin of Feb. 25 and 27.
£, Are the Jews of Frence Ssfe? Pierre Ven Paassen, The Sentinel, Feb.
22, 1934, 7.
6. Brazilian Riots by Nationalists Frighten Jews, JDB, Feb. 23, 1934, 4.
7. Salonica Jews Terrorized, Wolf Prager, JDB, Feb. 23, 1934, 4.
8. Iraeg Officiels Ban Anti-Nazi Publications, JDB, Feb 22, 1934,
9. Anti-Semitic Demonstretion in Hungery, JDB, Feb. 2, 1934, 7.
10. Latvian Government Rejects Anti-Semite Bill, JDB, Feb, 2, 1534,
(See the Jewish Daily Bulletin further for similer articles.)
11, Nazi Propagande Active in China, American Hebrew, Dec. 22, 1933, 119.
12. World Jewry Deplores Assassination of Roumanian Premier, Harvey W.
Lawrence, Americen Hebrew, Jan. 5, 1934, 158.
F. Jewish Life in Mydern Times, Isrsel Cohen, London, 1929, 292-4,
Excellent, concise sumuary of the anti-Semitism thet followed the
war.,

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:

l. Anti-Semitism represents a very serious problem today.

2. It appears to be rising in Austrias, Roumania, Hungary, the
Ukraine; and its propagende is to be found all over the
wor 1d.

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS:

1. Organize a strong world Jewish orgenization to defand Jewish
rights and to put the Jewish case before the bar of world
opinion.

2. Supoort movements for world economic recovery.

3. Support movements egminst war.

4, Provide opportunity for more Jews to go to Palestine,

PROELEM 111, ANTI-SEMITISM IN AMERICA.

l. Is the anti-Semitic movement rising in Americaf?
2. VWihat can we do about it?
READINGS:
l. Nazi Politics in Americe, Ludwig Lore, Nation, Nov. 29, 1933. Also
reprinted in Chimgo Jewish Chronicle, Dec. 15, 1933, 5; and by
the Americen Jewish Comittee. (171 Madison Ave., N.Y.C.)
2. The Nazi Peril Here, Bernard 5. Deutch, Chicago Jewish Chronicle,
Sept. 29, 1933.
3. Nezi Propaganda in America , American Hebrew, Nov. 17, 1933; Nov. 24,
and numerous subseguent numbers.
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4. Poison Wells of Nazi Propaganda, Vigilante, American Hebrew, a
parallel series of numerous articles,
5. Pelley: Public Enemy No. 1, American Hebrew, a series beginning in
September, 1933,
6. Fight H,tler with World Organization or Prepare for Defeat, David
A. Brown, American Hebrew, December B, 1933, 76.
TorX a?lgreatly Disturbed, David A. Brown, American Hebrew, Jan. 26, 1934,
8. Mail Order Hitlerism, J.W,Wise, Opinion, August 1933, 6.
9. The Menace of Hitlerism to American Jewry, J.X.Cohen, Opinion, April
4, 1832, 8-10.
10. The Silver Shirt Chief; An Interview, J.W.Wise, Opinion, August 1933,6.
11, Germsn Govérment Sends propagends to News Editors, JDB, Feb. 21, 1934.
12, (Montreal) Paper Starts Drive on Jewish Officials, Americen.Hebrew,
Feb, 9,1934, 251,

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:

1. Movements of political anti-Semitism are rising in Americe:

a. There are indigenous movements, sucn as the Ku Klux klan,
the Silver Shirts, etc.

b. There is Nasi propaganda being sent into the country by
oem.

¢. There aere Nazi propegandists at work in the country whose
first aim is to capture the German societies in order to
enlist their aid in the furtherance of Hitlerism.

d. The indigenous and the foreign movements aid each other,

SUGGESTED SOLUTIONS:

1. Investigate Nazi propegenda being sent to America with a view
to banning it, since it is illegal.

2, Orgenize a strong central brganizetion to refute false cherges
ageinst the Jew and to sue for libel anti-Semitic newspapers,
wherever possible.

3. Further movements for good-will between Jew and Gentile.

4, Viork for the speedly reconstruction of our economic life to
diminsh poverty and unrest among the masses.

5. Further movements against war end Pascism,

B. The Derived Problems.

(Further consideration of the actions oproposed
as solutions for the initiel problems.)

PROBLEM 1. GREATER JEWISH UNITY IN AVERICA.

1, Is American Jewry orgsniged in such a way as to deal most effectively with
the rising political anti-Semitism?
2. ¥What are the specific indications that it is not?
3. How could more effective organizetion be attained?
4, What activities could this group underteke in order to furtner Jewish
unity in America?
READINGS:
i. Report of Committee on Contemporery Hetory ond Ljterature, J.R.Mercus,
CCAR Yr. Bk. Vol,43 (1933) 99-101,
2. The World Jewish Congress, The Sentinel, Feb. 22, 1934, 5.
Z. The Synegogue and Jewish Communal Activities, Horace Stern, 32nd
Council of Union of American Hebrgw Congregations, Jen. 1931, 6.
4, I Am Greetly Disturbed, David A. Erown, Americen Hebrew, Jan, 26, 1934,
216, 4
(The leader will heve to supplement these readings with his own dis=-
cussion.)
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ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:
1, American Jewry is not organized in such = way as to deal most
effectively with enti-Semitic movements, for:
a, There is no permanent recognized body in each community to
deal with anti-Semitic attecks as they arise, this ceuses:
1; Deley in dealing with the matters,
2) Total neglect in dealing with some metters, inadequaciesin
other cases,
3) Disputes as to which Jewish orgenization should act.
4) Internal dissention, arising from cherges that the action
teken was not representative of the Jewish people.
5) A lack of a uniform eggressive policy.
b. There is no centrasl netional Jewish body to stepe and pursue
a coordineted aggressive nationel progrem.
SUGGESTED SOLUTION:
1, Effective organization covld be secured if a Central body in
defense of Jewish Rights were esteblished, which would:

2. Aid in the esteblisnment of similer locel bodies,

b. Reenforce and coordinate the efforts of such bodies.

c. Secure the most effective writings exposing Nazi sctivities
in America and have tnem printed in suiteble magazines to
reach the American publiec.

d. Cooperate with liberal church organizations, especially with
the Federel Council of Churches of “hrist in Americasnd with
the Ceatholic Welfare Board in sending goodwill speakers in
interdenominetional groups through the country.

e. Bring constantly to the sttention of legislators the evils
thet beset American liberty.

f. In cooperations with the interdenominational groups, oppose
the election or reelection of representatives who enunciate
racial or religious discrimination.

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP CAN ENGAGE:

l. Investigate movements that are now being made for a greater
unity and vigor in Jewish efforts to block Americen anti-Semitism.

2. Determine which of those mwmments can be sided by visits to
Jewish leaders in the community in order to gain their more
active cooperetion.

3. Convene tne Jewish leeders in the community in order to set up
a centrel sutnoritative and permanent buresu to counteract anti=-
Semitic propagande in the city and vicinity.

4, Convene s group of liberel ministers to unite in cunecking anti-
Semitism in the community.

A COMMITTEE in Defenece of American Liberties snould be orgenized

to carry these activities into effect.

FROELEM 1I, GREATER JEWISH UNITY IN THE WORLD.

l. Is world Jewry orgenized in such a wey as to derl most effectively with
the rising politicel snti-Semitism?
2, Wihat are the specific indications that it is not%
3. What is proposed es & remedy to this situestion?
4, Vihet sctivities can this group undertake in order to further world Jewish
unity?
READINGS:
1. Fight Hitler with World Organizetion or Prepare for Defeat, David
A. Brown, American Hebrew, December 8, 1933, 76.
Z, Lipsky Hits J.D.C., as Opposing Jewish Unity, JDB Feb. 20, 1934, 8.
3. The Need for Jewish Unity, Opinion, Feb, 15, 1932, 6.
4, Town;d e World Jewisn Congress, Johen J, Smertenko, Opinion, June 27,
1932, p. 6,
fi« The Nez=d and Scope of a World Jewish Congress, Opinion, S.S8.VWise,
August 29, 1932, 7,
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PROBLEM III. THE ABOLITION OF POVERTY AND THE CREATION OF ECONOMIC SECURITY FOR

€8

A Study in Contrest, Opinion, May 30, 1932, 5.

Shell a World Jewish Congress be Held? Opinion June 27, 1832, 10-11,
American Jewish Congress Meets, Opinion, July 4, 1932, 18-19,

Dr. Adler's Rebuttel, Opinion, July 11, 1932, 18,

Chouse Ye This Day, Orinion, July 18, 1932, 4-E,

A World Jewish Congress in 1934, Opinion, August 22, 1932,

Concerning s World Jewish Congress, Isaac Grunbesum, Dec. 1932, Opinion.
A Grest and Dering Step, Opinion, June 27, 1632, 5.

ANTICIPATED OUTCOMES:

J. World Jewry is not now orgenized in such a way &s to deel most

effectively with rising anti-Semitism, for:
a. There is no centrel orgenization that cen set up en author-
itative policy, therefore:
1} There is no concerted, aggressive policy.
2) There is no one who speaks authoritatively to the bar of
world opinion or to the Leegue of Ne tions.
3) There is no one to guide the Jews of one nation es to
What action they shoulc teke, or urge their government
to teke, on behelf of the Jews of another netions
4) There is not adequate collection of funds to deal with
world snti-Semitism,
PROPOSED SOLUTION TO THE PROBLEM:
1, A World Jewish Congress.
ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1, Investigete the present stebe of the World Jewish Congress to
determine whether or not it should be furthered at this time.

2, If the decision is to further it, determine the fectors thet
are blocking its sdvencement and teke sction to deal with
these fectors.

3. grect a map in the library snhowing continually whether Fascism
and anti-jemitism is dpreading or declining.

4, Communicate with the Non-Sectarian League for the Defense of
Human Rights (729 Tth Ave., ¥.Y.C.) to determine how the
congregation may cooperste with it.

A COMMITTEE Against world Fascism shouild be orgenized.

AMERICA.

1, What is .he criticel factor whien is recognized by many as holding the key
to the solution of the depression?

2. How can this factor be favoraebly effected?

3. What activities can this group undertake in order to eid in solving the
economic crisis?

READIYMGS:

1, The Consumers Tomorrow, Siuert Cnese, Scribners, Dec. 1933, Vol. 96,
Ho. 6, 233=-338,

2. Businesz Witrout e Buyer, n.T.Foster and W.Catchings, N.Y, 1927, 19-37,

. esp, 19-20,

3. Progress and Plesty, W,T.Foster end W.Cetchings, Pollek Foundation
for sconomic Research, Newton Wessachusetts, 3-S5, Reprint From
Century Megezine, July 1928.

4. Unemplcoyment end Its Remedies, Harry W. Laidler, League for Industrial

Democracy, (112 Bast 19th St., N.Y.C. 15¢) 1931, 84-91.
The Nemesis of Americen Business, Stuert Chese, N,Y¥, 1231, 1-25, 75-87,
espe 7T5=T78,.

ANTICIPATED QUTCUNE:
1, The criticel factor in tue depression is widely recognized es
mess purcnssing power, or the total reel wages earned by the
masses of wWorkers.



SUGGESTED SOLUT1ONS:
1. Mass purchasing power can be incressed by:
e. Greatly incressed wages, which can be attained through:
1) Imposition by the government - the NRA.
2) Demend by the workers, through unions which cen strike
effectively.
(or) b, The ownership and social control of basic industries by the
government, whicii would pay out in wages all thet now goes
into profiits or dividends on investments,.

(It should be indicated that it is obvious that the depression is
vestly too great a subject to be treated within & course primerily
concerned with other ends. 'his course cen indicate only its
essentiel elements. However, its very grave relievance to the
problems of the Jew and to his ideals demends thet we concern
ourselves with it,)

ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1, Analyze the various movements dedicaeted to economic betterment
in Amerieca,

2. Determine whicn should be supported by the group, and communicate
with its representatives to see of what assistance the group
can be.

3. Develope & progrem to enlist mrll the liberal churches in e unified
effort to furtner this movement,

4, Determine whether or not synagogues end churches could voluntarily
unite to set higher standards for themselves and those with whom
they deal, than the standmrds set by the NRA, in order to encour-
age the generd raising of stenderds.

5. Determine whether or not such a group of consumers could be en-
larged,

A COMMITTEE on Economic Security for Americe sho .ld be esteblished.

fROELEM 1V, THE MAINTENANCE OF PEACE,

l. How has warfere in modern times affected the Jew?
Z. What studies and activities could this group pursue in order to attack war?
READINGS:
1, Jewish Life in Mjdern Times, Isreel Cohen, London 1829, 1E7-8, 282-4.
2. The Messacres and Other Atrocities Committed Against the Jews in Southern
Russim, N.Y., 1920, Esp. 13, 26,
2. The Jewish Question, & Christien rfroblem, Pierre Ven Paassen, Opinion,
Feb., B8, 1932, 11ff.

ANTICIPATED QUTCOMES:
1, Mpdern warfare hes bes:n especielly devasteting to the Jewish
people:

g. It hes in many instances brought up enti-Semitic accusations
duri?g the wer. (4s in Hussie and Germany during the last
WAr .

b. It has mesnt disproportionste suffering for the Jews in the
war zones. (As on tne mastern Front @uring tne last war.)

c. 1t has necinitated governmentel disorganizetion end civil
wars wnich nev- left the Jews unprotected frum the lower
elements of society. (As in the Ukraine after the last war.)

d. 1t has produced poverty and bitterness which have been the
tinder thet bBas enasbled sparks of anti=-Semitism to grow into
flemes. (Germeny.)

(It should be indicated thot the times are so troubled, and

the pesce situation so complex thet it is not even nossible to
suggest tentative solutions without elaborete study snd con-
sideration of them. Yet their immediate relevance to the
problems of the Jew as well ms to his conscience demends

thet the subject be considered in this course,)
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ACTIVITIES IN WHICH THE GROUP MIGHT ENGAGE:

1, Make a study of the existing peace movemenis to determine
which hold the most hope.

2. Correspond with these selected agencies with a view of cooper-
eting with them, directly, or thoough their branch in the city.

Z. Form an interdenominationel pesce society in the city.

4. In cooperrtion with other denominations, meke a study of the
history text bobks in the schools of the city to determine
whet impression they give of war; meke eppropriete recommenda-
tions to the es.thorities if the findings warrant it.

5. Keer an agccumulative file of telling pesce propsganda as part
of the library.

6. Arrange interdenominetionsl meetings of youth groups against
militarism and war,

A COMMITTEE on Pesce should be established,

Part IV,
Subsequent Activities:

1. A review of the recommendations recorded by the secretary, so that
they may be open to revision in the light of the whole course, and
then put into permanent form to be given to a2ll the participants,

I11. A consideration of the preliminary reports of each of the various
committees, which will indicete its approach to its problems and its
schedule of activity. .

111, After a month or so, further reports by each committee indicating
and evaluating its achievements. These, too, will be considered
by the participants for the purpose of constructive suggestion.

IV, Further reports at definite intervals,
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