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DIGEST O~ THFSIS 

Realizing the exist ence of a void i n the curricula of our 

Reform Jewish Religious Schools in relatin~ our Jewish her itage 

to the exper ience of l i ving as an Amer ican Jew, t he author has 

soueht to take the first step toward fil ling this gap. qe has 

consulted secular and reli gious school curricula, and many t ext

books be or e writ ing his "Course of St udy for- the Third Grade i.n 

Relating Judaism to the Amer ican Holiday eycle . 11 

In tnis ini t i al project he has attempted to r e- enforce those 

essential Jewish values which a r e an intr icate part of our American 

envir onment by relating them to the lives and exper iences of third

~rade children. Toward thi s goal he has taken various concepts 

e . g. , peace , f r eedom, brother hood , dignity of labor, thanksgi ving, 

respect for parent s , etc ., and incor por ated the~ into eleven 

seoarate stories; each one devoted to a differ ent Amer ican holiday. 

In each story he has endeavored to take cognizance of the needs 

and capaciti es of the third- gr adL child while presenting to him 

an interestin~ story designed t o convey the histor ical bac~round 

of t he holidav and to taake each child aware of the exi sting and 

very vit~l r elationship between his own Jewish heritage and those 

America., bolida~rs \-:!rich he celebrates each year: Columbus Day, 

·veterans ' Day, Thanks ~ iV'inJ Day, Hew Year • s Da.y, Brother hood ',/eek 

including the birthdays of Lincoln and r;ashi.ngton, ! . ]'. 1',ise Sabbath, 

Arbor Day, Parents 1 Da.v , l!emorial Day, Independence Day, and Labor 

Day. 

It is his hope tha~ this effort wi~l lead to the publication 

of a course of stlliiy and a textbooh to r el ate Judaism to the Amer ican 

holiday cycl e . 
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INTRODUCTl O?l 

During the three- hundred years that J ews have lived in America 

they have adjusted to modern America and 11ave sought full- fledged 

participati on .in American l ife. To a gr eat exte"lt this integr ation 

of t he American v.ay v:ith the Je\llsh religion has been accomplished. 

Indeed~ many pror.ti."lent Jewish l eader s , e . e . , I.ouis i':ol fson, Frank 

· .. eil, Lewis Strauss, have a lso reached the apex as distin~uished 

~mericans . 

Yet in the field of Jewish religious education there seems to 

have been a cultural lag . Our children "through their every ciay 

el~mentary schooling and the events and people around them are sud

denly becoming aware of their Americanism . NO\T, for the first time 

in their lives, they seriously l ack a correlation of their Jewishness" 

r;ith their American environ-:ient . ( 1) 

Each year these children observe al.Llost a dozen American holi

days : Columbus Day, Veterans • Day, 'T'hanksgiving Day, ll'e'·· Year ' s Day, 

Brotherhood Week, r. f4 • Wise Sabbath, Arbor nay ' Parents I nay, 

t emorial Day, Inde~ndence Day and Labor Day. Our religious schools 

~ave not seen f i t to include in the~r curriculum t~c s t udy of these 

holidays particularly e:nphasizinc the J euish aspect . Eleven years 

azo a tea.chm.· in Central Synagocue, }ew Yor k City, t ried a course 

on •.he American holidays with a fifth- gr ade class . She said: "They 

are old enough to {;!'as r and understand the meanings of such a course, 

particularly in terms of the importance of holidays in American 

J evri sh l ife today. 11 {2) 

During the past decade l ittle V1aS done t o implement this cours e 

or to create a suitable textbook . Her aim at that time was 11to show 

how the Jewish people not only f it into contemporary American life, 
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but form an integral part of it and have contributed much toward 

making it l'ltla.t i t is." (3) As this aim can be refl ected through 

a course of study f or the t hird grade, in r elating Judaism to the 

American holiday cycle, so too it is the aim of t his thesis . 

The Commission on Jewish Education of the Union of American 

Hebrew OongrPgations and the Centr al Confer ence of Ameri can Rabbis 
» 

year after year advocat es th~ pr esentation of the Jewish hol idays 
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as part of its course of study for childr en in the Reli~ious School. 

Beginning in Kindergarten and continuing through the fourth grade 

these hol idays are again and again taught to the children . If an 

adult, ahose span of attention isn•t too short is bothered by end-

less repetition, how much more so the nine year old child? Further-

more the children remain unarrare and unmindful of an existin:! and 

very vital relat ionship het~een t he Amer ican holidays and their 

own Jewish heri t age, especially since t hese Amer ican holidays are 

not presented to them in Religious School. 

The current ( 1956) Curriculum issued by the Union of American 

Hebr ew Con5r egations, and prepared by Dr . Emanuel Gamoran, the UAHC 

Director of Religi ous Education, does include a course entitled 

"American Jewish Hol idays . " But this course must be cons:idered 

i nadequate since it enc-0mpasses only a few of the Ameri can hol idays . 

In addition, the prescribed textbook, "Fun Ways to Holidays , " by 

Mamie G. Garooran leaves much t.o be desired as a t extbook. As a s up-

plementary "activity book" of puzzles i t is quite good. But on its 

own it does not convey enough information and lacks primary motiva

tion. Yet this book is presently t he only book somewhat related to 

a presentation of t he A:nerican holidays for use in t he Refol"tl Jer.i.sh 

Religious School. 



Dr. Solomon B. Freehof, in statinc the Guidi ng Principles of 

the Commission on Jenish Education, says : 

"It is our duty in the education of adults and 

children to establish a finn con1iction of God 's 

presence, His beneficent governance of the universe, 

His ir.finity yet His nearness to every searching 

~eart . This is the ultimate aim of all our educa

tion and the test of its effect.i..v?ness . rr (4) 
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It is un:'ortunate th"lt Dr. ?reehof and the Conunission on Jewish 

Education, which olays a signif icant r ole in establish) nr: the curri

culum for many o i' the f ive hunrtred and f orty ;reform reli~iou.s school s , 

do not carry out the problem to a logical conclusion. Thou~h they 

speak of inculcatin~ the knowledge of God am Eis omnipotence in 

children and of "building in the child a love for those Jewish ob

servances which are vital in present- day living and such new ob

servances as mav become helpful," (5) Dr. Freehof and the Commissi on 

neglect to consid~r the milieu in which the children are being reared. 

For year s the curriculum of the Union o: American Hebrew Congre

.;ations has consistently failed to r elate the material suggested 11t o 

t he child ' s irrur-ed.iate Nay of life ." ( 6) The result is an ever-~rowing 

belief amonP our children that the American environment - which has 

so .:ian"• o: its values and ideals deeply rooted in our Jerish heritage 

belongs only to non-Je~~ . Instead o: re-enforc:Ln.:~ these essential 

Jewi sh values anrl rerretuating our hcritaJe by relating them to the 

lives of t he children arrl thus makinr Judaism meaningful to t hem, the 

UAHC seems to be neglecting ther;l because of their universality. 

Rabbi Richard Hertz has written; "Uerely to teach Jel\i.sh history, 

Jewish customs arxi beliefs, even the Hebrew language itsel.f, will 

not motivate the Jev.·ish child to want to identify hiosel.f Td.th Jewish 



li..fe -~ unless it is related to the social experience of living as 

an American Jew. 11 (7) 
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Certainly the time has arr ived to accept the vie~ of enlightened 

and progressive Jewish educators , one of whom "seeks to expose the 

c~ild f rom his earliest years in t he religi ous school to the realit i es 

of living as an .American Jew. 11 ( 8) It is t hese realities including 

concepts of freedom, pe:1ce, brot~er!1ootl, di:vi:.ty of labor, t ha!iksgiving, 

honor ing of narents, etc. which cLJJ be taught to our children in a 

meaningful course devoted to a study of our American holidayi; • • • • those 

holidays Y.11ich are very much a part of their lives . 

It is the purpose of.this thesis to present a course of study, 

suitable for use as a t extbook, for the third gr ade of our Reform Jewish 

Religious Schools, to show the universal Jewish values inherent in 

eleven American holidays beginning with Col umbus Day and continuing 

through the acader.iic year to the following Labor Day. Each holiday 

will be developed in story form to interest the third- grade child while 

conveying the histor ical background of each holiday and further indicat

ing those basic Jewish values which are to be found i..~ each holiday. 

The stories bei;in with real- life situations (for third-graders) and are 

int endeQ to keep the interest of the children. 

tla!zy of the chapters were tried out exper imentally ~-.1.tb the children 

of the second, t i1ird , and -"ourth Tades of Tetn:'le Sholom, Sterling, 

Illinois; and less systematically in other religious schools. • ·ith the 

reaction of these children as a guide , various concepts were simplifi ed, 

words \·lere cha~ed, and the chapters were made more meaningful to t he 

third 6raders . The reception was most favor able and very gratifying . 

It is the pr ofound hope of tne autnor that this thesis will serve 

as an inspiration and basis for a textbook relating Judaism to the 
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American holiday cycle for our third grade children; thus ameliorating 

the existing condition 11hich after careful study of texts and curri

cula (9) definitely reveals a paucity of material. Then Tlill we be 

following in the t r adition of Reform Judaism by not only perpetuating 

our gr eat heritage but also makin& it r elevant to the needs of this 

day and age ; redefining it, reshaping it, and adopting from the en

vironment , as we have in every gener ation, those values which are in 

har mony with Judaism. 
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COLUMBUS DAY 

11 Let 1 s hurry to town, 11 said Judy, 11 or we •ll be late for t he big 

parade. There are going to be many bands marching and Susie's 

brother David is going to be in the parade too, in his Boy Scout 

unii'orm." 

"I'm coming," her brother Joel called from upstairs where be 

was l ooking fo r bis camera. "I want to take some pictures of the 

Columbus Day parade this year to put in my scrap book. 11 Soon Joel 

found his camera, pl.¢ bis j acket over his shoulder 1 and came hurry

ing downstairs. Together both children ran downtown and arrived just 

as the parade was beginning. 

110h look," cried Joel, nthere •s our school barxi in their bl ue and 

gold uniforms. fl 

"Yes , arrl there 1 s David with his Boy Seo ut t r oop right behirxi the 

ba...'1d, " exclaimed Judy. "Look at all the .llags the Boy Scouts are 

carrying, fl she said >\'bile pulling Joel 's arm trying to get his attention. 

"Don' t they look pretty, with the red, l'lhite, and blue shining in the 

bright sunlight?" s he asked, as she put her hand across her heart to 

salute the flags . 

The parade continued for almost two hours and soon Joel turned 

to Judy and said, "I'm sure glad we d i dn 't have school today so we 

could see the parade. I wish Columbus Dq cane more often. 11 

noh don•t be silly," his s ister cautioned. "You know Col umbus 

Day is celebrated to honor Christopher Columbus. Ard after all he 

only discovered America once, on October 12th." 

Joel thought f or a few moments and then replied, "I guess you•re 

right Judy. It sure must have been exciting for Columbus and his men, 



sailing from Spain for the rich countries of China and India ; and 

instead o f f inding them, disco vering a new country. I wonder what 

it was l ike?" 

Joel thought about it and so did Jody. Then c.ll of a sudden 

they found themselves back in Spa.in of 500 years ago. 
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"There certainly are a lot of people a nd boats here," Judy said 

as she looked around the wharf. Herb~ blue eyes were open as wide 

as possible and not a person passed whom she didn 't see. The sailors 

wore uniforms - llhich were very differ ent f rom the blue ones worn by 

sailors whom Judy and Joel had often seen downtown. Azxl soon, Joel 

began to chat with one of them. 

"Hi there , sailor," he said timidly. 

11 Hello,son," the tall, husky sailor responded. "What's your 

name711 Hi s deep voice f r ighte"led Joel at first but Joel soon got used 

to it. 

11My name is J oel, and that ' s my sister Judy over ther e looking at 

those Nomen with their baskets . What; are they carrying in them?" 

"Those women are the Ytives of some of the sailors and they 're 

bringing some food for the men to t ake with them on their voyage. 

Very often t hese boats are out on the waters fo r days and days, and 

t he food supply in the galley runs low. I'd like to stay here and 

t.alk to you, young fella , but I've .sot to be get tin 1 into to'l\n to 

meet the boss . Why don 1 t you am your sister come along? 19 111 be 

coming back her e in a little while." 

"Golly, can lie really come along with you?" 

"Sure you can, and I'll even introduce vou to capta:in Columbus 

and to so:ne of the other mecber R of his company. Call your sister, 

and let ' s go . n 



"Judy, Judy," Joel called excitedly, "Judy, c •mon over herP.; 

we ' r e going into to\'.n t o meet Christopher Columbus and some of his 

friends . 11 When Judy heard what her brother said s he quickly ran 

f rom the group of women and hurried to join Joel and the tall, husky 

sailor. 

The two children had to nalk very quickly to stay with the tall 

sailor l'lhose long legs carried him across the cobblestone streets. 

Soon the three approached two men standing near a small building. 

The sailor turned to the children and said, "The gentleman statrling 

over there with the wide white collar is Columbus;and he's talking 
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to Luis de Santangel, a Jew who is one o.£ the king's trusted advisers." 

At this moment o:>lumbus noticed them and indicated that he •d be 

with them in a few 111.oments. While they we.re waiting they heard 

Luis de Santangel say to C:Olumbus, ".lt first King Ferdinand and 

Queen Isabella wouldn •t listen to me. They kept saying, •What ao 

expensive trip it would be . Besides, he' 11 probably never find any

t hing worthwhile there.' Finally the King sent for some of his other 

advisers, Abraham Senior, Isaac !brabanel, am Gabriel Sanchez. n 

COlULtbus interrupted de saotangel, as J:.dy aIXl Joel listened at

tentively. "Luis, aren't they all Jews too?" 

nyes," replied de Santangel ; and he continued telling Columbus 

about the meeting with the King and Queen. "After a f ew hours we 

f inally convinced Queen Isabella that the wealth, and the land that 

you will find will be hers . And the fa:ne that will be cast upon you 

will also be shared with her." 

"And that, " asked C:Olumbus, 11was enough to convince her to finance 

my trip and supply ships and men?" 
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"Well, not quite. But when we offer ed the Queen our own money •• • 

then she decided that your t r ip must really be a good idea. une which 

she should help." 

Columbus was so thrilled and excited by this news that he forgot 

all abot:.t his friend, the sailor, who was standing nearby with Jl.dy 

and Joel. The sailor, however, called hilr just as he began to walk 

' away and he came over . Not onl y did he meet Judy and Joel but he in

vited them t o join him- on his voyage. 

A few days later Judy and Joel, accompanied by their f riend, 

Stuart the sailor, caoe down to their pier. Stuart was eoing to be 

the First Mate on board t he Pinta, Columbus' ship and bad to supervi se 

the loading. Judy and Joel were fas cinated by all the excitement and 

by the boats . They had often seen pictures of the Pinta, the Nina, 

and the Santa Maria. Now they saw the wooden s hips with t heir tall 

masts r eaching towards the sky. l1hen all the supplies •1ere on board, 

Columbus and bis company of men came on board, followed by Judy aoo Joel. 

"GoodbyeJ" 11Have a nice tripl" "Keep well!" "Good l uckl" came the 

shouts f r oa the wt1men lfho s tood on the pier as the sail ors got ready to 

lift the gangplank. Near the f ront of the ship Columbus was bidding 

farewell to a fe~ people. 

"! want to thank you so much," he said to Luis de Santangel and 

a small "TOUp of men v:ith him. "If it hadn •t been for vou Jews, I 

don't think we ' d be able to make t his trip." Tears came to the eyes 

of Columbus as he continued. "Hot only did you persuade the King and 

Queen to hel p us , but you offer ed your own money. And you, Zacuto, your 

charts and maps are on board to guide our ships . To all of you, I say 

thank you. t .1ank you." 



"God b l ess you , CO l umbus , 11 answered one of the men. 

"Yes , may God guide you and watch over you, 11 de Santangel added . 

"G~? l'l'hiz, " said Joel to his sister, 11 1 never knew t hat so many 

Jews hel ped Columbus s t art his famous t r ip. " 

"That' s not all," J udy replied angrily. "Where have you been? 

I was just introduced to some oember s of the crew and a few of them 

are als o Jews. c •mon, I' ll intr oduce you. 11 

As the ships s l owly floated away f rom the wharf the children 

went below the deck wher e a man was speaking a language they thought 

s ounded familiar. He saw them and sai d , "Shalom." 
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J udy remembered his name and said, "Mr . de Torres , this is my 

brother Joel. Joel, this gentleman speaks four or f ive l anguages and 

is going to be the interpret er fo r Ur. Columbus." 

"How- do- you-do, 11 Joel sa.:.d to Lu.is de Tor res . 11Do you really 

speak five languages? nhere d i d you learn HebreW?" 

"Hi, Joel. ••• now wait just a minute . Let •:: take one question at 

a ti.me," the interpr eter ansY1ered . 11Yes , I do speak Hebrew and four 

other languages . Most of them I learned in school, but my parents 

t aught me }!ebrew so I could read some of the prayers at Sabbath 

services . Unfor t lh"'lately we haven ' t been able to have too many 

services r e cently. 

"\'tby not? '' queried Joel, somewhat surprised. 

Luis de Torres looked aro und before r eplying . When he saw that 

nobody but Judy was listening he explained in a Yl'hisper, "The Jews 

wer e expelled f rom Spain this year. In order t o remain in the country 

we had to pretend that we had become Christ ians and so we could not 

' continue our services ." 
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Judy s uddenly asked, "Are you and these other Jewish men Marranos?" 

11Yes , 11 answereq de Torres, rather surpris.ed by Judy 1 s question. 

"Then you became Christians only to r emai n a live and in Si:;ain. 

If I remember correctly, didn ' t you secretly continue to be Jewish?" 

"We tried, Judy . But often ~hey watched us t oo carefully and 

11e wer eu ' t able to have a Sabbat h s ervice , or to light candl es , or t o 

send our children to reli,gious s chool. I' m hoping t hat we'll f ind a 

l and wher e we can worship as we desire wi thout fear of death •••• a land 

wher e we can be Jews in public too ." 

Judy am Joal remained silent , as they thought of the problems 

t he Marranos had faced . Jewish people who because of government r e

strictions were unable to be Jews except in secret . These Marrano! . 

had to pretend to be Christians to save their lives. How exciting, 

thought the children, that they risked their lives by continuing some 

o: t heir Jewish practises in secret . 

The voyage cont inued f or about two months . On sunny days Joel 

~uuld s i t up on deck and daJ1cil e a line over the s ide , hoping t o catch 

some f ish for dinner . Occas i onally a few of t he sai lors would sit 

near him and also do some f ishing. Many t imes he'd hear one of them 

say, " I'm g-atting f rightened. I don't think the world is round. Let's 

get Columbus to t urn back to Spain." 

Judy heard other people say the same things as she helped out in 

t he kitchen;but neither s he nor Joel were f rightened. Not even on 

those dark, rainy nights when t he boat almost seemed like it would 

tip over did the children become f right ened •••• well, not t co frightened. 

They were certainly happy though, when one day they heard the cry, 

"Land Ho !" 



Luis de Torres pointed the land out to Joel and Judy and said: 

"Excuse me , I must get ready to go ashore . Columbus is depending on 

me to serve as an interpretor." 

"Where are we, wher e are we?" asked Judy, just as Columbus was 

walking by on th~ deck. 

11 Well," said he, 111 think we have r eached India. " Looking care

fully through his spy- glass he exclaimed, "c.e Torres , I see people on 

the shore waiting to greet us . Their skin is very dark. They must 

be In1ians . Will you be able to talk to them?" 
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"I 111 try, s ir, 11 de Torres answered . And the three boats soon a::1-

chored at this island southeast of Florida. Columbus di d not realize 

that he was about to discover a New 'Viorld. He believed this land to 

be a part of JRdia and claimed it for the King and Queen of Spain. 

And as Col umbus and his men left the boat to set foo t on this island 

{known to us as San Salvador) the natives on the shore welcomed him 

with shouts, and with music •••• music that sounded just like marching 

bands . 

The sonnds of ~mother hand 1I1Prching past them suddenly awakened 

Judy and Joel from their day-dream. And it was a good thing it did. 

Judy looked at her watch and said, naosh,Joel, if we don 1 t hurry we 're 

going to be late for dinner." 

Joel, who was still thinking about Col umbus, at f irst muttered, 

rrHuh," and then s aid, 1111m s -.1re glad e»lumbus discovered this country. " 

"Me too , " added Judy, as the two children hurried llome to diruler. 



VETERA..NS I DAY 

The sound of guns shooting somet imes sounds like a car back

firing . But when Judy and Joel heard the noise they knew it wasn•t 

a car. It was coming f rom guns b~ing fired . 

11 1 v.onder who got shot," said Joel as the two children began 

running towards the sound of the shots . "Hurry up, slow poke, 11 he 

advised his s ister. 
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In a few minutes they f ound two men who had been shooting rifles. 

11 Why, it 1 s Sy Crew a nd his uncle, Jfir . Hirsch, " shouted Judy . 

"Shooting at some robbers, Sy?" asked Joel, hoping t o f i nd some 

excitement . 

11 No, we 're not shooting at anybody, 11 laughed Sy Crew. WNe•re 

5hooting blank bullets and we •re only practising for tomorrow." 

"Well, who are you going to shoot tomorrow?" 

"Nobody at all, 11 was the answer. "Tomorrow's Veterans • Day," 

said A.r. Hirsch, 11and our Jewish \,ar Veter ans group is going to march 

in the parade with other veterans groups; and at 11 AM we •re goine to 

play taps on the bugle and f ire a rifle salute. " 

11Did your group of Veterans fight in a Jewish war?" asked Joel. 

" No , Joel. Our Jewish '1,ar veterans fought in all the war s with 

the American armed forces . Mr. Hirsch ~as in the 1st T'orld War, I was 

in the 2nd t,orld :rar, ar.d some of our members fought in the Korean 

Ytar just a few years ago . lie call our group the Jewish War Veterans 

because our members are all Jews.11 

"Yfny are you goin6 to f ire your rifles at 11:00 A.M. ?" 



"That's when the fighting stopped in Wo rld War I. At that hour 

every year on uovember 11th we honor all the veterans. Ye s , we 

honor t he men who fought for America in all wars , 11 said Sy Crew. 
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"I remember when the : i ghting stopped in World ar I," l.!r. Hirsch 

commented . 

"Were you really fighting, !Lr. Hirsch? " 

"Sure was J )';e wer e over in France, in trenches of mud. The 

cannons wer e booming all around us . The bullets whizzing over our 

heads . The shells shattering near us caused the dirt to fly in every 

direction. we thought 11e 1d be buried under dirt . rcy buddy in the 

trench Has reading a letter f r om his wife when he began to get excited." 

11 Keep your head down, " I shouted to him. Vlhen be read that his 

little daughte~ had just gotten her first teeth he forgot all about 

the war . He started to cl imb out of the trench to tell some of the 

Then he let out a cry . 

"Hirsch, Hirsr.h, I've been hit . Get the doctor ••• help • • • " 

11The bullets kept zipping by as I crawled over t o hi.l:I. I bandaged 

his arm, gave him S"'lme water to a \raken him, and then got back to m:y 

gun." 

"Vias he badly hurt?" asked Judy. 

"He v;as pretty lucky, just scraped by a bullet, 11 continued Ur . Hirsch. 

"It wasn •t easy fighting from those trenches . And it wasn•t easy for 

our families back home , w:>rking in factories am worrying about us 

getting hit by those shells and bullets. There were so many shells 

explodinJ , and bullets whining thr u the air that we had to shout to 

each other t o be heard . And t hen all of a sudden ••• everyt:i.ng was 

absolutely quiet. \\e didn't know what to expect next. I t was frighten

ing . For some crazy r eason I happened to look at TifY watch. It was 



11:00. Soon a messenger came up and told us, the war was over." 

11Wow, 11 said Joel. 

10 

"We thought that World War I would be the last war. When it was 

over we sat in our trenches and prayed. \Ve thanked God for peace, so 

that no more men \rould be killed in war. We hoped we would live peace

fully for maey, many years . 11 

"World War I wasn 1t the last v:ar. And if you think it was rough 

then, you should have been fighting with us in World War II," said 

Sy Crew, Ur. Hirsch's nephew. "While you were sitting in the t rench, 

we were flying bombing missions day after day. Imagine what it was 

like being eight-thousand feet above the ground in a plane loaded with 

bombs. Suddenly enemy f i ghter planes would come shooting out .from 

behind the c louds fi ring machine guns at you. 11 

" i'ler e you f rightened?" asked the children. 

11We sure were. Especially at times when our gas supply would 

be running low. I remember one time when we f lew back with only two 

of our four motors working, and ver.,r little gas left in the tank. But 

my last mission was the worst. 11 

"The voice of the pilot came over the radio asking the navigator 

where we were. He told him we were over the Sea of Japan • ••• flying 

toward Hiroshima. Then I knew v;h.y our mission was so important. 

We were carrying the first atom bomb to be dropped. We thought of 

the thousands of innocent women and children who would be killed. \lie 

didn't want to drop it but we had our orders. We had been told that 

this atom bomb was our best hope for getting the war finished quickly. 

This would stop the vra.r and bring peace. Thi s l'.Ould save the lives of 

millions of people and t he property of millions. 11 



n Pilot to bombat'dier. u 

"Bomba.relier t o pilot , go ahead. n 

"We' re approaching the target, are you ready?" 

"As I listened to this conversation on the plane's radio," said 

5y Crew," I thought of the damage this bomb would do . But I thought 

of the results; of peace, of being able to be home again with my 

family. " 

"I ' m ready, 11 answer ed the bombardier. 

"Let it go, " shouted the pilot and the atom bomb was dropped on 

Hiroshima. 

"Did it hit t he target?" Joel asked. 

11 

"We let it go and it hit the target, 11 said Sy. "It was horrible 

t o think of all the peopl e it killed, but i t brought peace t o the 

world.'1 

"But peace didn't last for long," said Judy . "The Korean t;:> .,. 

came after World war II. " 

"Yes it did , Judy," Mr . Hirscn said. " But t he nations of the 

viorld wer e able to prevent another World War through t he wor k of the 

United Nations . " 

"Vie went t o the Unit ed Nations l ast summer during vacation," 

added Joel. "V.e went on a tour of all t he meet ing rooms and we sat 

in on one of the meetings where t hey wer e talking about peace. 11 

The young veteran of V,orl d War II, Sy Crew, said , "I ' ve been to 

t he Uni t ed Nat i ons t oo. I f the Unit ed Nat ions can keep t he r.orld in 

peace then there y;on •t be many more war veterans and Veterans ' D~ 

can be a happier day. n 

"7lhy do you shoot your r~les on vet erans 1 Day?" Joel asked. 
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"Remember how you came running ~'hen you heard the rifle shots? 

Well, when people he4U' them we hope they will remember all the soldiers, 

sailors, airmen, and marines l'ttlo fought fo1 our country so that we may 

live in peace. A peaceful world is very important. Even "t!housands 

of years ago the leader s of the Jews, the prophets, spoke about peace . 

Isaiah said, •nation shall not l ift up sword against nation, neither 

shall they learn war any more'." 

"Let ' s hope we never have to put real bullet s into these r ifles," 

said 1.fr . Hirsch as they fi red another r ound of blanks. 

When the children heard the shot s they quickly thought about 

J£r . Hirsch and t he soldiers in /iorld .-,ar I and about Sy Crew am the 

servicemen in World ?iar II am the Korean War. 

"Gosh," said Judy, 11 l'rr. glad that we •re not at war." 
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Judy let out a scream that could be h eard all over the house . 

Then she breathed a s igh of r elief. Meanwhile, Joel , 1~other, and 

Father had come r unning into the dir.ing room to see what had happened. 

"Judy, Judy, are you all right?" ~ther shouted, as she ran in f rom 

the kitchen. 

"For heavens sake, what happened? Yi'hy did you scream like that?" 

asked Dad, as Judy suddenly began to laugh . nstop laughing and tell 

us1 11 

"I was helping uother set the table for Thanksgiving dinner and 

I dropped one of our expensive plates. But don't worry, it landed 

on the carpet and didn ' t br eak. " 

Everybody soon began to il.ugh and tiother returned to the kitchen 

to see if the turkey ll'B.S roasted . Dad again picked up his newspaper 

and Joel went to his rooo to continue gett i=:ig d ress ed for d inner. 

Judy, who at f irst was quite frieht ened, r eturned to her t ask of setting 

the tabl e . 

The t abl e looked l ovely. The pink table cloth was used only for 

special occasions . The gray dishes with the gold boroer and the 

sparkling silver candle sticks and silverware each added to the color

f ul pici,ure . 

"Judy , will you come in and take the cranberry sauce to t he table? 

I don't have room for it in the refrigerator . And be careful, don't 

dr op it l " 

"I'll be r ight ther e, j ust as soon as I f inish folding the napkins. " 



Before long the company arrived. Aunt Ethel a nd Uncle Sid came 

from Thanksgiving Services at Temple . Cousin Marion aIXi her son 

Richard came f rom t he big Thanksgiving Day parade . Some of the 

dinner guests even came f r oru out- of - t ov.n. Ever since the first 

Thanksgiving when l.!assasoit and ninety of his Indian braves wer e ifl

vited to the feast it has become a custom to have a large gather ing 

for the turkEY di.nner . 

"Dinner is ready, shall we all sit down," said Mother. 

1hen everyone was seated Dad s aid the blessing in Hebrew and 

asked Joel to recite it in English. Then everybody was asked to 

name one thing t hat he was particularly thankful for . Uncle Sid 

began, 11 I am thankful for being able to sit here at this table with 

all of you in this warm an1 comfortable house." 

11 I am thankful t hat •~e wer e all hea l thy so t hat we could be 

her e today. 11 

"And I am thankful f or having all this food without having to worry 

like t he Pilgrims did a t the first Thanksgiving," said Mother. 

Aunt Ethel added, " l am thankful that we can sit here and t alk 

about al'lyt hing at all without being afraid. In some countr ies you 

don 1t have this f reedom of speech. Here in America we can also pray 

whenever and wher ever we desire. I am thankful that we can l ive in 

America and go to Temple. 11 

Somebody asked young Richard what he r1as thankful for . Re thought 

for a minute and then answered: "I am thanki'ul that we didn't have 

kindergarten today so I could see the big parade." 

"V,e sure have it easy compared to the Pilgrims," said Joel. 11 I 

wonder what i t was l ike at t heir f irst Thanksgiving dinner . I t must 

have been r eal exciting with all the Indians around. " 



Joel wondered, and 110ndered and soon he imagined that he was at 

that first Thanksgiving dinner more than three hundred years ago. 

At first he watched the smoke coming .from six or seven fires in a 

clearing in the forest. Each fire was being watched by two boys 

about Joel's age who were wearing knee breeches . They took turns 

keeping the fires l it by moving the logs and chips and turning the 

branch on which the turkeys hung. On the other side of the clearing 

smaller fires burned beneath outdoor ovens . In these ovens the 

nomen and girls v;er e baking pumpkin pies. 

Suddenly everyone was quiet . Joel turned and asked one of t he 

boys who was poking the f ire, 11iibat •s the matter?" 

11 Sbhh," he said. 11LOok over there!" 

At the edge of t he clearing Joel saw a number of I ndians coming 

closer and c loser. In a few minutes shouts of welcome rang out. 

The Pilgrims could see that these were friendly I n:iians carrying 

wild turkeys for the big feast. Th.:iy were very happy t o welcome the 

Indians anrl t o receive their gifts. 
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Befor~ t he act ual Thanksgiving feast began Governor William Brad

ford was standing near one o.f the outdoor ovens. 

One o.f Joel ' s new Pilgrim f riends asked him, "Say, how would you 

like to meet Governor Bradford? That ' s him standing over there." 

"Do you think he •d talk to me , and ansv1er some questions?" Joel 

said, somewhat frightened. 

"Sure he will . Let's walk over to him. " 

Joel was introduced to t:1e Go vernor a nd he began t o t alk with him. 

Governor Bradford told him about the cold ard dark day Vihen the 

Pilgrims landed on t he coast of J~e\-: Engl and, and o~ that f irst ••inter. 

"There was so much sickness during the f irst year t hat half of t he 
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settle rs died . But i n t he s pring He wer e very lucky. \\e planted and 

scattered the seeds and hoped it ;rould gr o'*·" 

11It did, didn •t it? 11 asked Joel. 

"Yes , it. did. i\e had c:. good harvest and we •re very thankful for 

it. That's why "'°e 're having this Thanksg iving feast ." 

"Do you mean that t his Thanks:-iving feast is to give t hanks for 

a plentiful harvest?" 

11 lt certainly is . ,,e got the idea f r om the Bi ble (Deut . 16 : 13) 

where i t tells about a feast e very year to celebrate the gathering of 

the harvest . r.e•ll t alk about that later, i t•s ti.me to eat now. " 

Joel, Gover nor .Bradford of the Plymouth colony, the Pilgrims, and 

Massasoit and his In1.ians sat down to this Thanksgi ving dinner and 

they t o o r ecited prayers befor e eating. They ate the t urkey, corn, 

cranberries, and much more . Joel was sitting and thinki ng about •vhat 

Governor Sradford had said, wnen he heard a familiar voice. 

"Joel, you ha.Ven• t eaten a thing I \\e 1 re almost ready for dessert 

and you haven ' t e ven tasted your turkey, sweet potatoes, or cranberry 

sauce." 

I t ·as the voi ce of Joel ' s mother which b rought him back to the 

family dinner-table f r om ~is exciting day- dream nhich took him to the 

!'irst Thanks -siving of he Pil ;r irns in America . He was so startled by 

his mother • s voice t hat he jumped up in his seat arxi everybody smiled 

a."ld began to laugh. Joel also s miled and began to eat . But something 

Vias bothering him. He had thought that the idea of celebratinc; 

Thanksgiving began with the PilGrims. Governor Bradford had mentioned 

that the hol iday was much older. ~e sai d that the Bible tells us 

about Thanksgiving. 



17 

"Dad, is it true , " askerl Joel, 11 t ' at T'nanlGs;;iving was celebrated 

before the PilJrims celebrated it wore than three hundred year s ago?" 

"The first Thanksg iving was probably celebrated m~ thousands 

of years ago by the Jews . ne read in the Bible that the holiday of 

Succoth ~as a thanksgiving festival which lastedf'br a week . The 

people were gi v~ thanks to God for providing them with ma.oy crops 

am f ruits t o gather in at the harvest." 

"Then Thanksgiving was really a Jev;ish holiday before i t became 

an Amer ican holiday," said Judy. 

11Let 1 s say that the Jev.ish holiday of Succoth, which is very 

similar to the American holiday of Thanksgiving, is much older. 11 

Dad ha.d just finished e.xpla.ining the beginning of Thanksgiving 

wnen a loud noise was heard from the kitchen . Aunt 1£arion realized 

that young Ri chard had disappeared f r om the table and she ran to the 

kitchen to see what he was doing. There was ilichard with a drum stick 

from the turkey in his hand, banging it on the kitchen door. The 

next noise heard from the kitchen was Richard crying. 

"That certainzy was a delicious dinner ," said Uncle Sid, a.s he 

finisheG. his second piece of pie. 

"Uy daughter is a good cook," said Qrandma. 

"Could I have another piece of pie? 11 asked Judy. 11The firs t 

piece was awfully small." 

"l ' m glad somebody is still able to eat , " said Mother. "We have 

so much food left . Joel, if I pack some turkey and vegetables and 

pie in a basket will you take it over to those poor people who l ive 

near the station? Aunt Ethel will drive you over. Then they ~"ill 

have something else to be thankful for . 11 

"I ' ll be ready as soon as I find my gloves. It ' s getting cold out .11 
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"There are thousands of people gathered here awaiting the New 

Year. Only two minutes to go and this old year w:i.11 be gone. The 

~eople are getting f rightfully noisy. They are shouting and dancing 

in the streets and waiting for the sienal that the New Year has begwl. 

Ten seconds t o bo ••• eight ••• seven .• six • • five , four, three-two-

ooe •• • Happy New Year, 11 cried the radio announcer . 11This is London, 

England , wishing a very Happy I~ew Year to all our f riends in America . n 

"And now this is the British :Oroadcasti.ng Comyany switching you 

to Westminster Cathedral wher e Ne i Years Eve 's services are being 

held. 11 

"Mother, Ylbat kind of services are they having in church tonight?" 

"Why , the 1re having JJew 7ear services, Judy . At the beginning 

of the year people think back over t.he t hi ngs they ' ve done durin~ the 

past year , and they think ahead to the coming year . They decide how 

they can improve themselves, how they ca.~ becone better men and women. 

They maY.e I'ew Years' resolutions , or promises of what they rd.11 do 

durin~ the coming year t o make themselves better an1 to make the 

New Year, a good year. 11 

Dad added , "These ~few Year services are like our Rosh Hashonah 

services. :.e ask God to fo r give th~ things we did wrong during tbe 

old year, and we think and promise to improve during the Kew Year . " 

"Don •t the Jewish people have any New Year services on January 1st?" 

asked JOel. 

"Some do. The people go to Temple j ust like t hey do on Rosh Ha

shonah, " his dad answer ed. 



"Then we really have t.vo New Years," Judy said . "We!re twice 

as 1 uck;y. " 
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By this time they had turned off the radio and were s itting at 

the dinner table. The New Year had already arrived in Landon and in 

many cities around the ;vorld. Here in America it would be about five 

hours before tbe New Year would be welcomed. Before eating Dad re

cited the blessing arxi he added, "As we say our pr ayer at dinner, I 

think it would be a good idea to think of ~he promises or resolutions 

we made last Rosh Hashonah. How many have we kept? How many have we 

forgotten? What new promises are we going to make tonight? Our 

Father, our King, bless us , and grant us a year o f happiness . Amen." 

Judy and Joel had known that t heir folks were having a New Year ' s 

Eve party for a few d~s. They wanted to go t o the party too . 

? inally at dinner, Judy said , "'May I wear my- blue dress t onight t o the 

party?" 

"Your blue dress?" said Mother . "You 're going to Viear blue 

pajamas ! Our party is only f or grown-ups ." 

"That 1 s not fair . You save all the good things l ike parties, 

for grown- ups, 11 Joel whined . 

"1iell, can't we at least stay up late?" Judy wanted to know. 

"Since it ' 3 New Year's Eve, we'll let you stay up for a while . 

But no longerl" 

f,ben dinner was over Judy helped uother with t he dishes while 

Joel did some last- minute shopping ~i.th his dad . 

How can you have a party on New Year's Eve without noisemakers? 

All over t he world, ne ·; Year comes in with plenty of noise, a ringing 

of bells , blowine o f Hhistles, t oot ing of horns . Many, many years ago 
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people bel ieved that these noises would scare av1ay any evil spirits 

which might be presont. But today, tne noise of the horns , whistles, 

a.~d bells is just a way of saying goodbye to the ol d year and hello 

to t he new year . 

Later in the evening when the guests arrived Judy and Joel took 

their coats and hats fN>m them. "Hi, J~y, you certainly have grown 

up since I saw you last ; and you too , Joel. n That. 's lVhat each of the 

visitors said as they came in. A few patted either Joel or Judy on 

the head or on the shoulder. The children got so tired of being 

told how tall they had grown that they f inally decided to go to their 

room and Vil'ite their New Year resolutions. 

"Judy , is a ~esolution like a promise?" her brother asked. 

11Uh- huh.,'' murmured Judy, as she wrote her resolutions. 

"What resolutions have you written?" he asked. 

" Lf I read a few to you will you stop bothering me?" 

Joel quickly answer ed that he would; and Judy read some of her 

New Year's resolutions te her brothar . 11I 1 ve resolved, " sai d Judy, 

uto try to get my homewor k done in the afternoon when I get home f r om 

school. And I've resolved to be of more help to mother in the house . 

I ' :n even promising not to get angry with you vmen you bother me," Judy 

said to her younger brother. 

"Hov: long do you think it will be before you for get all about 

your pr omises?" 

"I'm making a nother resolution. To remember and to carry out 

my resolutions all year. ~~hen are you going to write your list?" 

Jeel said, "Oh , I have time . " 
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Suddenly ther e was a knock on the door. "lt 1 s time you children 

went to bed, 11 said Dad. 

11We can't go to bed yet , n said Joel. "We haven't fini shed our 

list of r esolutions ." 

11 1•11 let you stay up for ten more minutes , " Dad answered, as 

he turned and went back to the party . 

1'.'hen Mother came in thirty minutes later to see if the children 

wer e asleep t hey were still wide awake . Judy quickly said, "Mother, 

may we help you serve?" 

"You children will think of any exc..ise to try to stay up until 

midnight. No , you !llaY not help me serve , but if you want to, you may 

come into the living room for a few minutes since it 1 s almost midnight 

now. 

Befor e she had finished tie r sentence Judy and Joel had r un out 

the room and had gone into the l iving room to join the i:arty. 

television set Tras turned on ani everybody was watching. Judy 

Joel wer e very excited. They had never been up to welcome the 

Year . They sat on the floor right in f r ont of the televisi on set 

listened t o the shouting and screaming , the horns and whistles 

being telecast f r om Times Square in New York . In the living room 

everybody had b3come quiet . They remained quiet until midnight when 

t hey all shouted together. "Happy !~ew Year," and began to blow the 

orns and r ing the bells 1~hich Joel and Dad had bought early that 

"That was New Year 1 s Eve in New York . But what was it like in 

t h er countries?" said the televis i on announcer . "Vie now present a 

pecial program, 'New Year's Eve Around the Wide World. 1 Since 
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lie• Year's Eve is celebrated at different times in di.:ferent countries 

this program will be filmed." 

"Look at the Indians, 11 shouted Joel, as the television showed a 

large gr oup of Cherokee Indians standing around a huge f ire . The 

announcer explained that the Cherokees burn all their old clothes on 

Hew Year 's Day so that they can begin the New Year with new clothes . 

" I like that idea, " said Judy. " Just think of how m.any new 

dresses I would get every year. 11 

" In China t hey used t o welcome the New Year between January 21 

and February 19th. The parades which are part of the Chinese cel ebr a 

t i on are fascinating to see . 11 Everybody watched cl osel y t o see the 

ax>vies of the Chinese New Year parade. They saw the Chinese lanter ns 

decorating the streets , and the people in costumes. ~hen the Chinese 

Dragon Boats passed everybody leaned fona.rd to see them. 

"Do we have parades on New Years Day in America?" asked Joel. 

"We sure do . In Philadelphia and in Pasadena, California. If 

you get up in time you' 11 be able to see the:n on tel~vision, n Dr . ,;eiss 

said . 

"Which r eminds me," said Dad, 11 it 1 s time you both went to bed. 

You1 ve seen the J\ew Year's television progr am , and you ' ve made your 

resoluti ons. In case you forgot it, you ' d better resolve to get t o 

bed, right now. 11 

"Good night and Happy New Year," said Judy and J oel, as they left 

the party and hurried off to bed. 



BRarHERHOOD WEEI'. 

The snow had been falling s i nce early mor ning and everything 

was covered with the glistening white snow. This February was a 

particularl y bad one and Judy and Joel had to wal k to school since 

it was too slippery to be driven. "Guess what we •r e having today," 

s a id Joel t o his sister as he thr ew a snowball at a nearby t r ee. 

"We ' r e having a special asse.11bly," he added without giving Judy a 

chance to r eply. 

"A special assembly, " said Judy, "how come?" 

"To observe Brother hood Week. It •s the :niddle of February and 

we usually have an assembly between Lincoln • s and Washington ' s 

birthdays. Don ' t you remember?" 
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The children soon arrived at school and went to their classrooms 

to be marked present. Then each class quietly went to the large 

Auditorium with its t eacher. The Principal, Mrs . Feldman, began to 

intruduce the pr ogram. "Boys and girls, this week as you know is 

Brother hood Week. For our Assembly this morning we h.ave people of 

three d~i'erent r eligions here with us; The Rev. Smith, Rabbi Herman, 

and Father \'/illiams . The Reverend Smith is the minister of the 

church across the str eet. LU'. Smith, won •t you tell us how and why 

Brother hood Week began?" 

"Thank you, ~rs . Feldman, and good morning boys and girls . I'd 

like very much to tel l you about Brotherhood Veek, and r •ve even 

brought along some movies to show you and some records for you to 

hear . " 

The Revere~d Smith cont inued, "About t wenty- five years ago 

things wer e not t oo pleasant for minority groups such as, Jews, 
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Catholics , Negroes , Chinese, Japanese. They were called minority 

groups because they had fewer people than some other groups. These 

gr oups wer e being picked- on continually. You've all heard of Haman, 

who many years ago at tacked t he JeVls and t ried to kill them. Well, 

in the 19JO•s ther e was a man in Genna.cy named Hitler, who was just 

like Haman. Hitler rtasn •t satisfied to hurt the Jews in Germany. 

He also wanted to bother the Jews in America. So he paid a group 

of people to star t trouble for the Jews here. 

"This gr oup, known as the Silver Stiirts,, hel d secret meetings 

in America and planned some very cruel things . 1 have a recording 

Ylhich the F. B. I . got fro~ one of these meetings. Let's listen." 

"Heil Hitler, good evening, gentlemen:" 

"Good evening, Herr ~agner. ~t are we plannina tonight?" 

"You know, gentlemen, that we have r eceived orders to drive 

those two Jewish businessmen in town out o.f business . \ie have tried 

but they are still !'lere arrl still operating their stores . So , to

oorro~·; night we shall set fire tc th'3ir stor es . \, e shall not permit 

these Jews to live in the sa::ie tolffi with us . 11 

"And so it was , boys and girls ," Rev. Smith said 1'/hile turning 

the r ecord over. "This was one of ma.cy incidonts . Why, out on the 

west coast Chinese and Japanese Vler e not permitted to own land unless 

they were born in the United States. And in the south, the Ku Klux: 

Klan made plenty of trouble. " 

"The Ku Klux Klan, " shouted one of the boys. "Aren ' t they the 

~ro~p that wears ~nite sheets?" 

"Yes, l!artin, they are," answered the minister. "Not only that , 

but they also •••• but wait , instead of telling you I ' ll let you listen 
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to a recording of a portion of one of their sessions. During their 

meetings some speaker stood up and 1r0uld say ••• 

"We ain 1t eoin 1 to have our children going to school nth any 

of those Negro children. And they a in 't going to be in classes with 

those Jews or Cathol ics either. '!'hey just ain ' t as good as \fe are. 

It 1 s time we did something • •• " 

"The rest of the group would t hen rise," Rev. Smith continued, 

11and shout in agreement . To show their agreement they would go out 

and s i t f ire to three gasoline-soaked cr osses." 

Judy, Joel, and their classmates were f r i ghtened to hear this 

and Joel asked Rev. Smith, "Did things like that really happen?" 

"I'm afraid they did, 11 was t he repl y . "And it was because of 

these incidents and this 1.lllfair t reatment which Negroes, Jews, 

Catholics, Orientals, etc. wer e receiving that Brotherhood Week began. 

The idea was suggested at a meeting of the National Conference of 

Christians and Jews . ?Jay we see the f i lm of that meeting?" 

The lights in the auditorium were turned off , the projector turned 

on ani the f ilm was shown. A Catholic priest f r om Denver, Colorado, 

Monsignor ~c~enamin rose from his chair at t he filmed meeting and said, 

"Friends, vie ha1e all seen how so many citizens of this nation are 

being mistreated by groups such as Hitler' s s pies, the Silver Shirts 

and t he Ku Klux Klan . It is true that the United states goverrunent 

and other or ganizations are trying t o stop t his pr ejudice . But I 

t hink we should do ~ore . I believe we ought t o set aside a special 

period during the vear when Vfe can all re-dedicate ourselves to under

s tand and to love our neighbors a.~d al l mankind ." 

"But shouldn ' t we l ove our uei gnbors and practise Brother hood all 
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during t he year?" another person asked at this meeting. 

"We certainly should," answered Monsignor McMenamin, "but during 

this week, which we can call Brotherhood Week, we should each make a 

special effort. We should ask ourselves whether l«e are doing all we 

can to respect all people, r egardless of race, color, or religious 

belief's . We should ask ourselves how we can hel p to stop the preju

dice and intolerance which nany people suffer . " 

n I think it 's a terrii'i c idea t o have Brotherhood Week," cOllllllented 

somebody el se at the meeting . "EVen our Bible tells us to •love t hy 

neighbor as thyseli'• (Leviticus 19: L7). The prophet Zechariah 

(chap. 8:16-17) said , 'These are t he things that ye shall do; Speak 

ye every man the truth to his neighbour • •• • and let none of you think 

evil in your hearts against his nei8hbour .1n 

When the f ilm ended Rev. Jmith said, "Of course there are many, 

many more verses in the Bible which tell about Brotherhood. I think 

that you can see f r om that film just hon Drotherhood Week lras f irst 

planned. Do you have any quest i ons?" -

Throughout t he auditorium a few of the pupils raised their hands . 

One of t he boys asked, "How did they decide which week would be 

Brotherhood week?" 

At this ti.me, Rev. Smith called on Rabbi Herman to answer t he 

question. After greeting the students the Rabbi said, "Somebody sug

gested at the meeting t hat the i deals of George 'l'iashin,,,~on and Abraham 

Lincol n both ref l ected the spirit or t he Bible and t he spirit and 

intention of Brother hood Week. Therefore, why not obser ve Brotherhood 

Week in February between Lincoln 1 s and \',ashington ' s birthdays?" 

"Rabbi , " asked Judy, 11 did fresident ~ashington actually favor 

Brother l1o<YJ 'Y eek? " 
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"No, Judy , not Brother hood Week. Washington was President about 

150 years befor e Brother hood Week was observed. But 1~ashington 

agreed with the principles of Brotherhood Week. He wrote a letter 

to the Jewish congregation in Newport, Rhode Island, nTien he visited 

there in 1790, sa~g that the Government of the Uni ted States was 

opposed to bigotry and persecution." 

117fuat does bi _:;otry mean , :labbi?" a littl e girl asked. 

"I' m glad you asked . A person who is against some per sor., or 

some belief for no reason whatsoever is a bigot. \'ie •10uld call Hitler 

and his men bigots , anti also the Ku Klux Klan." 

"Then people who don 't want Negroes or Chinese working with t hem 

would be bigots, wouldn ' t they, Rabbi?" 

11Yes, they would. " 

11 \'/ell then, I guess President Lincoln was also opposed to bigot r y 

because he f r eed the Negroes who had been slaves," said Joel. 

"Abraham Lincoln," said. Rabbi Heman, "was a man who was born in 

a log cabin and had to work very hard when he was a young man . He 

had to struggle in order to learn. In fact , he often walked several 

miles just ~o borrow a book to read. Yet he became the President of 

the Uni ted States. Even though he became s uch a great leader, Lincoln 

n~ver played favorites between men because of their race or religion. 

Did you know that one of t he men ;a/ho hel ped choose Lincol n as President 

was Lewis N. Dembitz, an important Jew and a lawyer f r om Kentucky?" 

" ~as he related to Louis Dembitz Brandeis, the Supreme Court 

Judge?" asked Joel's friend David, be.fore the Rabbi could continue 

telling about Lincoln. 



"The man who nominated Lincoln was Brandeis ' uncle . Young 

Brandeis was born four years after the political convention when 

uncle became famous ." 

·'Rabbi Her.nan, may I tell the boys and girl s a story about 

PresidGnt Lincoln and General Ulysses Grant?" asked the catholic 

priest, Father Williams . 

"Please do," Rabbi Herman responded and turned the microphone 

to the priest. 

"Almost one- hundred years ago General Grant became angry with 

of the cotton trader s who were breaking the t rading rules . 

Grant decided that since a few of these cotton traders were 

Je~"ish he would blame all t he Jews in that part of the country. 

On December 17, 1862, General Grant issued his General Order No. 11 

whici1 vrdered all Jews to leave that part of the country within one 

day. This meant all the Jews in most of Tennessee, Kentucky, and 

!Lississippi were told to move el sewher e . " 
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"Does that mean that Gener al Grant was a bigot?" asked one of 

the children. "He wanted to make the Jews move because a few of them 

had done something wrong. That doesn 't sound very fair t o me . 11 

"No , it wasn't ver;,r fair . And when President Lincoln heard about 

it he was very unhappy. He inunediately wrote to General llalleck, the 

General- in-Chief of the Anny. He told the General to cancel Grant •s 

order because it vras not right to punish all the Jews because a few 

w~re violating the law. 11 

"Was the Order cancelled?" 

"General Halleck cancelled it less t han a month after it had been 

issued by Gener al Grant . 11 
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"Gosh, that sure is interest ing," said Judy to the girl s i tting 

next t o her . "President Lincol n r eally believed that all men were 

created equal, and that we should have Brotherhood week every week. 11 

Just then t he bell r ang to signal the end of the assecl>ly. 

Mrs . Feldman, the Principal, t hanked Rev. Smith, Rabbi Herman, and 

Father Williams for explaining Brotherhood and Brotherhood Week to 

the children and then asked everybody to stand and sing America The 

Beautiful . When they r eached the last l ines i t seemed that everybody 

sang them much l ouder than usual . The words , 

"And cr orm thy good with brotherhood 

From sea to shining sea" 

could be heard t hroughout the school buil ding. 
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I. M. WISE SABBATH 

"This morning," said Mrs. Allen to her class in Religious School, 

are going to study about some of our gr eat institutions of Refor:n 

Judaism." 

"Like the Hebrew Union College?" asked Natalie. 

"And that other union, the Union of Hebrew Congr egations?" said 

quizzically. 

"You mean the Union of American Hebrew Congregations ," Judy 

added to correct Jack's statement. 

"I didn ' t realize you boys and e;ir ls knew the names of t hose 

two institutions . Does anybody know the name of the third?" 

" I don 1 t know the name, " replied Michael, "but it 1 s sort of a 

Rabbis • Club, isn't it?" 

"Not quite a club, Michael, but i t is an or ganization of Refonn 

Rabbis known as the Central Confer ence of American Rabbis," said the 

teacher. 11Now that we know the names of these t hree important insti

tutions of Reform Judaism I think we should knm7 something about each 

of t hem." 

"The Hebrew Union College, n said Jack, "is a school where people 

study to be Refon!l Rabbis . The Union of American Hebrew Congr egations 

is an organization of the Reform congregations in America which pro

vides t hem ~~th many servi ces . Don 't they publ ish books too?" in

quired Jack. 

"Yes they do. Tlley publish many books and records am f ilm 

strips which we use in our orm class . And the Central Confer ence of 

American Rnbbis publishes a few books too, Jack . They publi sh our 

prayer book ane hymnal in addition to some other books and magazines 



for Rabbis • " 

The teacher then asked her class if they knew who started the 

Hebrew Union ())llege, the Union of American Hebrew Cvngregations , 
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ana the Cent ral Conference of American Rabbis . Some of the children 

start!d at the ceiling as if they expected to f ind the answer there. 

Others looked at the teacher waitinJ for her to tell them the answer. 

"Don 1 t any of you knovt?" she asked , rather impatiently . 

"Was it, was it • •••• • oh never mind," said one of the children. 

"The man vlho began these three institutions of American Reform 

Judaism was Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, who came to America more than a 

hundred years ago when he was about twenty- seven years old," explained 

the teacher. "Every year one Sabbath during the month of ~arch is 

celebrated as Isaac )(ayer ~\ise Sabbath in more than five- hundred 

temples in the United states. 'Jhildren study about Wise and about 

t he things he did; and the Rabbis tell the adults about him in the 

Sabbath sermon. Since next Treek is Isaac l.(ayer nise Sabbath, this 

morning I ' m going to show you a film strip about him. Then durinti 

tile week I •rant you t o read <!bout Wise. '1'1hen you think you lmow enough 

about him, then make believe you are newspaper r eporters interviewing 

him at his 7Sth birthday pa..-ty. You may write the stories at home 

ar.d bring t hem t~ class next week. But f irst, let's pay attention to 

t his film strip. 11 

As they Yratched the filrn strip Judy listened carefully and began 

t o think how she \'/Ould write a newspaper story about Isaac l!ayer Wise. 

She thought it was interesting that when ~ise first came to America 

in 1846 with his wife and child, he had only two dollars with him. 

He must have left Europe very suJdenly when he decided that he had 

enough or the cruel treat ment which the Jews were experiencing. 



"I l'IOnder what he did v;hen he arrived in tiew York," she thought. 

And that's where she began her story which she wrote for Religious 

School. 
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"Well, Judy," said Wise , "I was pretty tired after an ocean t rip 

that lasted two months. You see, t here was no doctor aboard the ship 

so I soon found myself tryin; to help some of the passengers who 

became ill." 

"Vlhere did you live?" 

"l knew a few people who had come over to America before I did, 

and I stayed with tbe!ll until we got our own home. 11 

"Were you able to find a conrregation wbiclt needed a Rabb~?" 

11 No , at f irst : earned a living by tutorL?l~ private pupils and 

by speaking at different congregations. Uy f riend Rabbi Max Lilienthal, 

one o~ the first Reform !tabbis who came to America from Europe, 

arranged for some speaking invitations for me in New Haven, in Syracuse, 

and in Albany." 

Isaac Mayer Wise did speak at ccngregations in these cities . 

He usually travelled to them by steamboat . He was thrilled with his 

first ride on an American railroad t r ain. He finally accepted a job 

with a congregation in Albany arrl that • s where he began Reform Judaism 

in America •••• and that's wher e he ~t into trouble. 

"Rabbi Use," asked Jw:tr, continuing her interview, "did you make 

changes in Albany?" 

"I made a few, Judy. Befor e my arrival only men had sung in the 

choir. I trained a choir of men and women to sing at the services ." 

"l';n sure "'lad you did. lly mother sings in t he choir at our 

t emple and so do many of her frjends." 



"! shortened a few prayers, omitted some of the Hebr ew prayers, 

and introduced a weekly sermon as part of the service . " 

"Is that when the trouble began?" 

"Some people objected to those changes but the real troubl e 

began because of what I said during a debate (speech) in Charl eston, 

South Carolina. " 

"What did you say to them?" 
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Rabbi ·:.'1se explained t~at 11hlle he was s peaking in South earolinc:t, 

he told them "when a person dies, he •s dead; and that ' s that ." (Gesell, 

Arnold, YOtlrH - From Ten to Sixteen -, page 64). 

"Some of the people in Albany did not agree with me and wanted 

to take my job from roe," Wise added. 

"Did they believe in freedom of speech, Rabbi?" Judy asked. 

"That 1 s a good question, Jt.dy . They had a meeting of the congreg;a

tion and they decided to get another Rabbi instead of me. My friends 

persuaded me to stay and to have services during Rosh Hashonah and 

Yom Kippur which were coming very s oon." 

Judy was getting very excited. She interrupted him and asked, 

"Did you?" 

" l t ried but 'when I entered the synagogue to conduct tile Rosh 

Ha-Shonah service, I f ound my seat occupied by an Orthodox opponent. • 

After t~c ~ 'illln I stepped before the Ark to t ake out t he Torah scrolls 

and t o pray. The president of the con.;r egati on ; ot in ll\Y \-:ay and, 

mthout saying a v:ord , struck me . The syna: ogue broke into an uproar. 

The police came to stop the fighting and closed the synagogue to 

prevent f urther t r ouble ." 

"'here you hurt, Rabbi 'iise? \,hat did you do then?" 



"l was bruised but not too much. My f riends organized a new 

congr egat ion i n Albany, the fourth Refonn congregation in the United 

States and on Yorn Kippur we had ser vices in rooms we r ented in a 

building. When we built a Temple we had an organ, and pennitted men 

and women to sit together." 
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I saac !layer \'.'ise did not find it easy to introduce Reform Judaism 

to America . tlhen he l eft Albany he moved to Cincinnati where he began 

late !<"'riday evening services , which are now very popular. He even 

hel ped write a new prayer book, in both English and German. It was 

called the Ilinhag A.'llerica . Though r.i se was a busy Rabbi he found 

time to write, edit, and publish a weekl y nevispaper in English, 

"The Israelite." He continued this newspaper f or fift y years and in 

1875 it was r enari1ed THE AMERICA!\' ISRAELITE. But Isaac fuayer ·nse 

did mo r e • ••• 

"Why did you OI6anize and fo und the Hebrew Union Coll ege in Cin

cinnati, Dr . \Vise?" 

"I proposed that such a college be established in Cincinnati so 

that we could educate our Rabbis for our American Reform congregations 

in our own college. I n 1875 t he Hebrew Union College opened its doors. 

It i s a school to train Rabbis ." 

"Do boys go ther e instead of 0 oine to col leee?" 

"i:o, Judy, they don ' t . At least most of them don •t . Only after 

they have finished college do they begin studying at the Hebr ew Union 

College ." 

The Hebr ew Union College, which Isaac Mayer 'f.i se founded in Cin-

cinnati now also has schools in New Yor k City arrl Lo s Angeles. More 

than s ix hundred Reform Rabbis have been graduated f rom the o:>llege . 
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' In addition tnal'\'f Christian minister s have studi ed the Bible, religion, 

and Hebrew and other languages there. 

The Ra~bi who arri ved in Amer ica ·Ni.th only two dollars in his 

poc1cet desired peace, friendship, and cooperation. To strengthen 

Reform Judaism in America he r ounded the Union of American Hebrew 

Congregations to help the many, many congregations ; and the Central 

Conference of Amer ican Rabbi s to unite the Refonn Rabbi s of America. 

"Rabbi Vlise, Rabbi Wise, our congregation is a member of the Union 

of American Hebrew Congregations," said Judy. "And our rabbi told me 

that he was a member of the Central Conference of American Rabbis. 

I asked him when I saw him one day at the airport and he tol d me he 

was coming f rom a Conference of Rabbis . He said that he learned a 

lot f r om the other Rabbi s at these meet i ngs .'' 

"Glad t o hear i t, Judy. It's good t o know that the College, the 

Union and tbe Conference are doing a good job. Thanks very much for 

interviewing me. I hope your teacher likes it." 

"Thank you, Rabbi , and happy birthday. " 

Isaac Mayer '\'. ise, the i.~aster-::milder of Amer ican -qeform Juda ism, 

died on l.:arch 26, 1900. It is the result of his work that today rmen 

·.1e go to Te:iple we r ead a nr ayer- book with English as well as Hebr ew. 

It was also Isaac Mayer ,\ ise viho intr oduced mus i c; and choirs composed 

o!' men and 1vomen. I t was this Rabbi who began the practice of per-

mitting men and women, boys and girls t o sit together in Temple. Yes, 

it was Isaac Mayer ~'.ise Vfho suggested tha beautiful Confinnati on 

rer emony which we attend in ~emple each year at Shevuoth. So we pay 

tribute on this Sabbath during March each year to Rabbi Isaac Mayer Wise, 



the founder of the Hebr ew Union College, the Union of American 

Hebrew Congregati ons , and the Centra~. Conference of American Rabbis . 

And we call this Sabbath, Isaac llayer \,ise Sabbath. 
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So ended Judy ' s story about Rabbi ise ;7hich she wrote ~or her 

class in Religious School. ':':'he followin~ Sunday Judy, Natalie , 

k ichael , Jack and all their classmates read their assignment in class 

and honored Isaac Mayer 1'1ise. In Religious Schools and Temples all 

over America boys an:i girls 1 and adult s also, remember ed Isaac Uayer 

\ ise at special services which are held each year to celebrate 

Isaac Mayer \'.ise Sabbath. 
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ARBOR DAY 

Joel was f rightened and ran into Judy ' s room ~'here she Yras 

v;orking on her social s tudies homewor k . "Judy, may I stay .in here 

for awhile'l" 

Judy lmew why Joel had come in when he was supposed to be doing 

his own homework and she decided to +.ease her brother. "Don ' t tell 

me that yoJ 1r e afraid of thunder and lightning?" 

As she f inished her sentence the sound of thunder was heard so 

suddenly that even Judy j umped from her chair. Mother had come into 

the room to make sure that the v.d.ndows wer e closed and she heard the 

conversation. "There ' s not hing to be afraid of. Just stay indoors 

and away f r om the windows, 11 she told the children. 

11 But Lbther, I ' m sure I heard something fall in t he f ront of the 

house, 11 said Joel. 

11 You probably only heard t he rain dripping on the f ront porch. 

\\e ' 11 take a look in the mo rning to see if any dama ge has been done 

by the storm. Meanwhile, I think you should both r eturn to your home-

wo r k . " 

In t he morning, the entire family was speechless when t aey l ooked 

out, of t~1e window. The big apple tree on the front l awn had been 

str uck by lightning during t he heavy rain storm arxi was badly damaged. 

Dad went outsi de and picked up a f ew of i ts large limbs and br anches 

v.hich wer e lying on the ground. Others were on the porch and some 

were just hanging f r om the trunk. 

I t was pretty quiet durine breakfast that morning . Everybody 

was afraid that this gr eat big apple tree ~hich had s tood t her e for 

so many years would probabl y have to be r emoved but nobody said a 



v;ord about it. Dad 1vent off to work saying, "I'll cal l the tree 

nursery this morning and ask them to send somebody over to take a 

look at it." 

"Tell them to come this afternoon after three o 'clock, so we 

can be here, 11 Joel shouted as he and Judy left for school. 
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Judy and Joel had been home f rom school for less than an hour in 

the afternoon and were sitting in the kitchen having some milk and 

cookies ~hen the doorbell rang. "Just a minute," said Judy as she 

~ inished her milk and then went to the door. 

"Judy, open the door. It 1 s t he men f r om the nursery," uother 

called f rom upstairs . "I'll be down in a minute or two . n 

The two men had already looked at the tree and neither was 

smiling. Judy i nvited them in to the living room where they waited 

for M~ther to come down. When she did, Mr. Shelley and his assistant 

stood up to greet her with the sad news. '~ 'm afraid that the l i &nt 

ning really got t hat tree . I t ' s pretty much spl it and isn ' t safe 

to leave standing . " 

At that moment Dad came in f rom the office . 11 I heard what they 

said . I guess you ' ll have to come back tomorrow and re~ove i t . Is 

it all right to leave it ther e tonight?" 

"I think i t wUl be all right unless t he winds get very strong. 

If they do I ' ll send somebody out to tie it dovm. Otherwise we 111 

t ake it away in the mor ning." 

Mr . Shelley and his helper left. Judy, Joel and their parents 

sat quietly for several minutes . Mother finally broke the silence. 

" Vfe •re sure going to miss the shade of that t r ee during the swnmer. 

It not only kept the sun f rom the house and the porch, but it kept 

the hot sun from drying the ground and burning t he gr ass ." 



"Let •s not f orget t he apples we got ~rom i t every year. Those 

apple pies that !lother made were really delicious," Dad sadly said. 

Wt\bere am I going to hang the hamnock from this swmner? 11 

11! guess we didn ' t realize how important that tree was while 

we ,·;ere using it , 11 continued Mother. 
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"1 1 ll have to find another t ree on which I can c l.il!tb," Joel said. 

11Reme1.1ber how :.:other scolded you last time -you climbed the 

tree?" Judy asked. "You1d better not do any more tree climbing." 

"Not unless you want to be punished," said Dad. 

That evening Uother, Dad, and the children attended Sabbath 

"Family Night" services at the Templ e. Since there Y;as no school 

the following mornin~ Judy and Joel stayed up when they came home 

a.i'ter the Oneg Shabbat and began talking about the tree 1·."i. th their 

pa.~e11ts . All o: a sudden Joe 1 , eaped up and r an out o.: the room. 

In a f ew seconds he came back with a flas!1li;::ht in one hand arrl nis 

jacket in the other. 

111'.'here do you think you•re goin~ at t his hour?" Dad demanded in 

an angry voice . 

11 !'11 be right back, " Joel said mysteriously. "I -...ant to look 

for something outside . " Be~ore he f inished the sentence he had put 

on his jacket and was out of the house. 

Mother and Dad ran to the front oorch t o watch him and Judy 

l ooked out of the living room window. "l know why he went out," 

she exclaimed as she saw !'lim tryine to climb t he tree. 11He 1 s going 

to rescue that bird ' s nes t f rom the tree before they t ake it away . " 

Dad ran out after Joel and pulled him away from the tree. "Do 

you wa•1t t o f all anti ~et hurt?" hn asked him. "Take it easy and we'll 

;;ct ... he nest in the nornin: . But we 111 use a ladder instead of 



climbing the tree . " 

Bef ore the men arrived in the morning Dad and Joel went out 

and carefully took the bird's nest f r om the tree and placed it in 

anothe r t r ee in back of the house. 

"It was alT:ays a sure sign of spring when v:e saw the birds 

flying to and f r om their nest in that tree," ~other said to Judy. 

"t'hy, that t ree was almost like a member of our famil y ." 
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"Do vou remember when Daddy trimmed some of the leaves and 

branches so we could use theo for our Succah at Reli~ious School? 

Rabbi Herman even crune over an•j thanked Joel and me ~or bringin:; them 

\..-ith us ." 

Joel am Dad stayed outside watc!'ling the :nen tie heavy ropes to 

the tree so it nouldn 1t fall on the house when t hey pulled it up 

f r om the ground. As the7 carried it away in the long tra iler-truck 

Uother took out her handkerchief to wipe away a few tears . A wide 

hole r emained and Dad put a small fence around it so nobody would 

fall into it . Later that day during a brief rainshower the hole be

came filled with muddy water and it soon r an all over the s i dewalk. 

"While the ~ree and i ts roots wer e there,'' explained Dad, "they held 

the soil together so that rain wouldn't wash it away . Now l ook at 

it l 11 

On Uonday when the children returned to school they tol d their 

teacher s and class~cates about the tree that had been taken a?iay. 

J ndy ' s teacher commented, 11 1 know we ' re all very sorry to hear about 

Judy•s tree . But I think that her little story rill help us to really 

understand Arbor Day ·t;hich \rill be celebrated this Thursday. " 

One of the pupils asked the teacher uhy Arbor Day was observed 



every spring and she explained. "Arbor Da•• is observed so that one 

day each year we may call to peopl e ' s attention the beauty and the 

importance of t r ees . We try to plant many yoWlg trees on Arbor Day 

so that we will al ways have plenty of t rees . Instead of telling you 

let me shon J"OU these n:.agazine pictures. " 

The first pictures t hat she passed .:.round for tile children to 

see showed forests of millions of trees in parts of the co\Ultry; es

pecially in norther n 'iisconsin and Minnesota. Then she showed the 

pictures of the southwest ern states l ike Ne" Mexico and Arizona wi th 

plenty of sandy desert and no trees . "It ' s only ~"hen we see that 

ther e aren ' t aey trees in some parts of the country that Yi'e really 

appreciate the trees and the other wonder s of nature vmicb God has 

cr eated f or us . 

Judy was r eminded cf her tree which no longer stood in f ront of 

the house and she was rather sad. The teacher passed out other 

pictures showing the use of trees . "As ynu can see from these pict ures , 

t~e wood from trees i s used for many things ; for furniture, for houses , 

for fuel , or tel ephone poles, anj even for makinz paper . We also 

get f ruits from t r ees and maple syrup too ." 

110urs ·,yas an apple tree," said Judy sadly. 

"Arbor Day isn ' t only celebrated here in America," interrupted 

Iaren. "In Religious School we learned about an Arbor Day in Israel. 

They don' t have many trees there so t rees are very important . They 

plant ':lew ones whenever they can. They call their Arbor Day Tu-b 1 Shevat 

and also t he Jey; Year of the Trees ." 

"That's right, Karen. Arbor Day i s celebrated in other countries; 

in Spain and in England too. Trees are important all over the world. 



And now, class, I have a surprise for you. Mr. Shelley has sent 

over, from his tree nursery, a present for each of you. Vlhen you 

leave school today I •ll give each of you a young tree which you may 

plant at home in observance of Arbor Day." 

"Oh boy," s'louted Judy, "I can plant mine on our front lawn :iJ1 

the big hole." 

" It may take quite a while for it to grow as big as your old 

tree, Judy, but it will certainly take its place . " 

Joel also received a tree in his class and later that afternoon 

both children planted their trees i n the same sp:>t where the bi g 

apple tree had stood before it was hit by lightning. 



PARENT s I DAY 

It was a beautiful morning. The warm sun shone brilliantly 

upon the grass and flower s which were still damp from the dew. 

Most people were still asleep except for the boys who were deliver

ing the Sunday newspapers and for a few millonen who were just 

f inishing their morning deliveries . Yes, mo~t peopl e were still 

asl eep, but not Judy and Joel. They were awake and whispering in 

the kitchen. 

"It sure is a lovely morning," commented Judy as she accidentally 

knocked over a kitchen chair. 

11Shhhh, be caref ul," Joel said. "Do you want to ?.ake up Mother 

and Dad? Let 1 s start preparing breakfast to serve to them in bed. " 

The calendar on the kitchen wall indicated that this particular 

Sunday was being celebrated as .Mothers ' Day. In Religious School, 

hoYtever, the children had decided to observe Mothers 1 Day and 

Fathers • Day at the same time arrl called i t Parents• Day. This 

seemed like a v.onderful idea since Religious School would be closed 

for summer vacation ~hen Fathers• Day usually was celebrated in June. 

"What kind of juice shall we have?" asked Judy. "Pineapple or 

orange juice?" 

n I ' d like orange juice," her brother answered. "But v.ait, since 

this is Parents • Day we should have the kind of juice that they want 

.inst ead of what we' d like ." 

And so the children opened three cans of juice that morning. 

One kind for Mother, one kind for Dad, arxi a third kind for them

selves. While Judy was busily preparing scrambled eggs Joel made 

the toast and brought out some cold cereal. This was going to be 



the beginning of Parents• Day and Judy and Joel wanted to begin in 

a big way. 
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The two children each carried a tray with breakfast into their 

parents and woke them up saying: "Good morning, Mother, good morning, 

Dad. Since this is Parent s 1 Day we •ve brought you breakfast in bed. " 

"Yes , it ' s only fair that at least once .a year we make breakfast 

for you. During the rest. of the year on weekdays and Saturday and 

Sunday too, you usuallr get up to pr epa re our breakfast.• 

"This is certainly a very pleasant surprise," said Mother when 

she had opened both eyes . 

"Indeed it is, 11 added Dad. "But isn ' t it about time you two 

started getting dressed and ready for Religious School? Wouldn ' t 

want you t o be late because of us. " 

As t he children started for their rooms to get ready for Reli

gi ous School, Joel turned and said, "Don 't forget t hat you 're also 

coming to Religious School today." 

"Yes ," said Mother, 11but not unt il l ater in the morning for the 

Parents 1 Day Service and Assembly. You had better hurry. Don 1 t worry 

about us . 'iV£. 1ll be there." 

Judy and Joel got all dressed up for Rel igious School and after 

kissing their parents good-bye, left the house. A few hours later 

they were dismissed by their teachers so that they could sit with 

their parents for the Parents• Day Assembly. The Temple was extremely 

crowded and all the parents and children l ooked colorful in their 

spring clothing. Vthen everybody was seated the Rabbi came in and took 

his place at the pulpit. After greeting all the parents am children 

he asked everybody to stand f or the opening prayer. 



"0 Lord, our God, parents and their children have 

gathered in Thy Temple on this day to worship together. 

They are united in prayer just as they are bound by 

love that is strong and beautiful. We thank Thee, 

dear God, for this wonderful day. We thank Thee 

for parents and children . We thank Thee for the 

opportlmity to honor these fathers and mothers . 

Praised be Thou, 0 Lord our God, King of the 

Universe who has kept us alive, sustained us, a.rd 

brought us to this day. aen." 

"And now the children are going to sing a song {by Ray M. Cook 

in SING FOR FUN, Union of American Hebrew O:>ngregations, ~"' York: 

1955) which they learned especi~lly for Parent s • Day.n 

11 Bless Olll' parents 

Lord we pray 

Bless our parents 

On this day 

Bless our parents 

Keep them strong 

Bless our parents 

All year long. n 

"That certainly is a lovely song," whispered Ju:iy• s mother to 

her. "And it's just perfect for Parents• Day." 
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"I am very glad," said the Rabbi, "to see such a large crolld in 

here today. Our Jewish religion teaches us many times of the importance 

of honoring our parents . If you consider the Ten Commandments for 

example, the fifth commarrlment which tells us to •honor thy father and 

t hy mother• is in the same group as the first four colllllalldments which 

speak of God instead of being with the last five which talk about man. 

This teaches us that honoring our Jll rents is considered as important 

as honoring God. After all, our parents are partners with God in 



bringing the child into life. Am think of all the things our 

parents do for us ••• • " 
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As the Rabbi said this, Judy and Joel began to think of just a 

few of the things t heir parents had done f'or them... They thought of 

the many things t~eir parents had taught them, of their lovely home, 

of their food and clothing, of the many enjoyable times they bad spent 

t ogether. They thought of the care and attention that had been shown 

them 1'hether they were well or sick. They thought of the numerous 

gifts which they had received from time to time . They thought of 

getting scolded by their parents so that they would.n •t make the same 

mistake again. All t hese things occurred to them as the Rabbi con

tinued. 

11We should be very grateful for our parents and for their love 

arrl ·ne should honor and resJ:ect them today and every day, for so we 

are taught in the Torah." 

When the Rabbi finished his brief talk he invited the parents to 

go to the classrooms with their children. In the classrooms, he 

promised, they would find some nice surprises. 

Judy and Joel am thejr plrents first went to Joel 1 s classroom 

where he gave t:1em three pretty pictures of Biblical scenes which 

he had painted. !Jost of the younger children in the Religious School 

had made things in class for their parents. In addition each child 

was t,;iven a small plant to give to his mother. 

The older children, including Judy, had saved some money and 

boueht presents for their parents in the Temple Gift Shop. Judy gave 

her parents a l ovely pair of Sabbath ca..~dlesticks. 

When they left Religious School the entire family went out to 

dinner and then to spend the afternoon with Grandma and Grandpa so 
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that Mother and Dad could honor their parents . 



ME!.!ORIAL DAY 

I t had been raining all day and all evening . Judy arxl Joel 

were very upset . The next day was Ilemorial Day and t hey were look

ing forward to going on a family picnic . Judy had already thought 

of v.hat she would pack in the picnic basket and Joel had boUGht a 

new baseball to talce alone. 

11 ! sure hope it stops raining," said Judy as the two children 

cleaned up their rooms befor e going in to the kit chen for a snack. 

"If it doesn ' t stop soon," said Mother , 11 the ground will be 

too wet for a picnic." 

"Then I 'll be able to sit home and watch the baseball game on 

television, " commented Dad . 

"You never enjoy planning for a picnic," llother responded . 

"But once we get out to a picnic you never want to leave. Why , 

somet imes you ' re just like a child. " 
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"All right , I'll go on the picni:: . But only if it stops raining, 

and I don ' t think it \ri.11." 

V1hen the sun rose early the next morning Judy and Joel awakened. 

11 .jh boy, we can have our picnic today," Joel shout ed. Ile got out of 

bed am began to throw his new baseball up in the air . 

11You 1d better stop that ," his sister warned him. "You 1re going 

to break somet hing . qurry and get dressed so you can help me pack 

t he lunch basket . 11 

Joel was too busy running around to hel p pack the lunch basket. 

Judy and ~other finished getting l unch ready, and before 11:00 the 

family ,·;as on their way tc t he bi g park outside of tmm for their 

picnic . Dad di dn ' t s eem t oo happy since he wouldn ' t be able to see 



the baseball game but he didn ' t complain. \'i'ell, not at f irst. 

l.nen they reached the highway traffic was moving very slowly. 

Thev were able to stop, and start for ten minutes before they could 

go no further. Joel leaned out of the window and said, "There must 

be a hundred cars in f ront of us and none of them are moving." 
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Some of the cars started honking their horns as t he hot sun beat 

donn on the metal roofs of the cars. The people were getting very 

impatient, and veey wann. "Let's turn around am go home," said Dad. 

"You promised us that we were going on a picnic. That's not 

fair ," Joel roumbled with tears in his eyes . 

11 1 don ' t know why we had t o pick a holiday when everybody is 

out driving." 

Judy answer e1, 1'l'hat ' s the only time you' re home d ur:ing the week. " 

The cars again began to move, but very slowly. They were 

driving along when 1.!o~her said, "I think I know why all the cars are 

moving so slowly. The May;:>r is speaking tod;;.y out at the cemetery in 

observance of Memorial Day and there are probably many people driving 

out there to hear him. 11 

Mother was right. When they reached the cemetery it was crowded 

with people decorating the graves with tiny .AJnerican flags and with 

flowers. People were driving very slowly to t ry to hear part of the 

i1ayor • s speech. Judy and Joel wanted t o know why all the graves were 

being decorated with f l owers and flags. 

Dad said, "Shh, if you listen carefully perhaps you can hear the 

Mayor." 

Just as the:_.• came close enou:;h t o hear t he ~~or • s voice clearly 

the car s up ahead began to move and they couldn ' t stop and block 

traffic. So on they went as J~dy and Joel questioned their parents . 



"Dad," said Judy, "I heard the Jlayor say something about the 

Civil i'Jar. I thought he was going to talk about Memorial Day." 
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"He was, Judy. In America, l.emorial D~r was f irst celebrated 

about one- hundred years ago during the Civil ar, the WU' between the 

norther n and the southern states. A number of southern women decided 

to remember those northerner s and southerners who had died in the war 

by decoratirag their ~aves wi th flovrers . n 

"Hovr about the sailors who were buried at sea?" asked Joel 

curiously. 

"They didn't forget them either. They made little s hips of 

f lowers and set them a.float so that the tide might carry them out on 

the great waters." 

Judy wanted to know why we still have a hol iday to remember 

those men who died in the Civil V.'ar. Her father explained that 

Memorial Day is celebrated each year to remember those people who 

have done so much for ·.lS so that ...-e may live healthier and happier 

lives. 

11Vre might mention, f or example , " said ~ther, "Nathan Strauss 

who d id so much to save the lives of children." 

"We just lt:arned about him in Religious School, 11 interrupted Judy. 

"Then supj'()Se you tell us what he di d , Judy. " 

nr :or~ot, 11 Judy answered. 

"Next time perhaps you 1ll pay attention. Then r.1aybe you •ll knol\" 

that Nathan Strauss was the per son who insisted that milk be pasteur

ized. When be learned that many children Yrere dying because of impure 

milk, he went to France to look into th~ work of Louis Pasteur. He 

then came back here and set up pasteurization stations where milk 

could be made pure and sold at a verv low cost to the poor." 



"Don •t we have Memorial Services in Temple?" Joel asked. "! 

r emember the Rabbi saying something about remembering the dead near 

the end of the Sabbath Services , last Fri day night. " 

"You•re correct, Joel . We do r emember the dead each year at 

Sabbath Services c.n the anniversary of their death. And on Yom Kippur 

we have a special L~emorial service at Temple during the afternoon," 

Dad explained. 

"Then why do we also observe Memor ial Day?" Judy asked. 

"At our Temple services on the Sabbath or on Yom Kippur when 

we remember those who have died, we are remembering those \;ho wer e 

very close to us; usually members of our ovm family . Vie r ecite 

certain prayers to remember them. On Memorial Day we are r emembering 

and paying tribute to people not directly related to us •• • to people 

such as Nathan Strauss , or Albert Einstein, who have s iven their lives 

~or a good cause . " 

Joel wondered whether we pay tribute only to famous people who 

have died. His mother e:Kplained that on ~emorial Day l\e also re

:::ecber people who were not famous; men and women 1oho through their 

v:ork helped i 'S to live better lives . 

As they contin~ed their drive out to the picnic ~rounds in the 

big park, Judy and Joel san quite a few America., flags waving in the 

br eeze . Some of them "er e only raised half- way and some had already 

been r aised to the tor . 

"We learned in school that when the f l ag is flying at half staff 

i t 's a way of remerobering someone v.ho died," said Joel. "That ' s "hY 

they fly at half- staff on JAemorial Day." 

Before lonG they arri ved at the park a!ld took the lunch-basket, 

baseball, and even bathing suits out of the car. ·r.hile !!other and 



Judy spr ead out the picnic ltmch Joel and Dad wander ed off to play 

':>aseball. ..ben it was time for lunch, Judy had to look all around 

for the ball- player s . 

After a ver,y enjoyable afternoon !~other suggested that they leave 

f or home befor e tbe roads became too crowded. Judy asked, "On the 

~ay home, may we stop for a few minutes at the cemetery? I picked 

some !.'lowers this afternoon and ·nould like to place them on some of 

the gr aves . " 

Dad answer ed, 11 If traffic isn ' t too heavy, I think that would 

be a very nice \'fay to f inish our Hemorial Day observance . " 

And off they went . 



VACATION TIME 

Hol idays don •t take a vacation during the summer. They occur 

throughout the year and even though we don•t have school we cer

tainly can ' t f orget those holidays which are celebrated ~hile we 

are on vacat i on. 

Two of ~he holidays which Judy and Joel will be observing wit!! 

us are I ndependence Day and Labor Day. The f irst is t hought of by 

many peopl e as t he unofficial beginning of SUllllller, whil e Labor Day 

usually means that summer vacation is over. 

Let 's join Judy and Joel fo r their observance of July 4th, and 

t hen Labor Day . We hope you won•t fo r get about these holidays while 

you are vacat ionins . 
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DIDEPENDEIJCE DAY 

Everybody was sitting very quietly when suddenly a sky rocket 

was shot off . "Whoosh" • • ••• • • and then a quiet "pop" in the distant 

dark sky. 11 0ooh," said the people as t he black sky was lit up by 

a sho'W'er of bright and col orful spo.rks. 

"Look," said Judy as she turned t o Joel, "The fireworks have 

fonned a picture of Geor ge WashinGton. " Almost before she f inished 

her sentence the red, white , ani blue firewor ks had lost their gl ow 

and had f loated slowly toward the earth. 

A few thousand people were gathered near the lake even before 

';he sun had set. It was , of course, July hth, Independence Day, 

and the boys anC. gfrls and their parents were very anxious to see 

the color f ul fireworks . This was only the third time the city had 

plarmed a f ireworks show but the other two were terrific so the 

cromi came early for this safe and enjoyable celebration. 

?tben the picture of Geor ge '\',ashington grew dim the sky again 

became dark until t he next "whoosh" and 11 pop11 wer e heard. "Look at 

that oneJ~ called Joel . "It ' s a picture of a man on a horse . " 

" It ' s Paul Rever e l 11 said Judy as t he people sitting next to her 

agreed. 
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When the l ights again faded it became quiet and dark. Joel 

vhisper ed, " I wonder if it was as dark and quiet the night Paul Rever e 

rode around telling people that the British were coming. " 

11 I don • t know how quiet it was when Paul Revere began his ride, 11 

said Judy . ''There were certainly µlenty of f ireworks - of a differ ent 

kind afterwards." 

As the Lth of July firewor ks continued. Judy and Joel becan to 

thi;ik about the firewor ks , the battles that led to the Declaration of 
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Independence. They thought about t.he unfair t axes which the British 

~overnment had tried to collect from the colonists an:!. about t he 

Boston Tea Party. 

In a few minut es their tho~ts carr ied them back to t he days 

o: the Ame rican Revol 11tion. They spoke to a few of the colonists 

and heard them complain. 

"hhy, young f ella •, l et me tel l you we ar e r eall y being treated 

unfairly by these Br itish . They make us pay hieh taxes without 

l etting us have anythine to say about makin" t he laws . " 

"Yes , 11 said another t o Judy, 11 It 1 s been horri bl e . They have 

even taken over otr homes for their troops ." 

The two children watched the battles of Lexington, Concord, 

and Bunker Hill. "Get down," shouted Judy to Joel. "Do you want 

to get hit by one of the bullets?" 

Judy and Joel quickly l earned why these Ameri can colonists 

wanted to be f r ee; why they wanted t heir own government; why they 

di dn •t want t o be ruled by the King of Engl and . 

One a.f'ternoon the'r wer e wandering around the str eets of Phila

delphia . "Le: 1s take a look a."1d see what 's going on in here ," said 

Joel as they enter ed he State House . 

"The si.;:;n says , 1 keep out '. \';e might r;et thrown out ," Judy 

answer ed. nut Joel had already quietly opened the door s o Judy .fol

l O"Ned him into t he room. 

Five men ·;,·ere sit tin& around a table at the other end of the 

room. Judy recognized Thomas Jeffer son and Joel said, "Isn ' t that 

Benjamin Franklin?" They stood near t he door 1\-itbout making a sound 

as the oen talked about the paper t~ey were writing -- t he nccl arati on 

of Ionependence . 



56 

"I'm sor ry, visitors are not permitted in tbis room," said a 

voice behind the children . Judy an1 Joel had become so interested 

in the meeting that they had forgotten that they didn ' t belong there. 

V.hen they realized this man was talking to them, they turned and ran. 

The next day they went back to the State House. Again they 

very quietly enter ed the room and listened. One of the five men was 

saying, "But gentlemen, I think that we shoLJ.d definitely include 

a few sentences about Moses ani the children of Isr ael and how they 

were per secuted by Pharoah. After all, they wer e one of the first 

groups to want f reedom and independence. " 

"Yes, 11 said another , "The Exodus of the Jews f r om Egypt was 

one of the first struggl es for freedom." 

"Gosh," excl aimed Judy. "We learned about that in Reli gi ous 

School. " 

Thomas Jeffer son interr upted , " I certainly agree that fight of' 

the Jews against the tyrant, Pharoah, was an important model f or us . 

However, instead of including it in our Declaration of Independence 

let ' s try to use it somewhere else. 11 

"An excellmt idea," said Franklin. "Let's r emember that event 

.for the seal vf the United States . ;7e can show the Jewish people 

crossing the Red Sea as they left Egypt t o win their indepeooence. " 

They did suggest this idea for the first seal of the United 

Stat es even though it was never used . ~nen tne committee of five 

finished the Declaration of Independence it was presented to the 

o:>ntinental Congress for their approval. 

On July 4th, 1776, Judy and Joel wer e among the crolld of excited 

people who stood outside the State House in Philadel phia wher e the 

Congress was meeting. All business was forgotten whil e the people 
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waited. Some watched the bell tower where the old bell-ringer awaited 

his signal. The bell had been brought from England and words from 

the Bible had been engraved on the bell. (Leviticus 25~10) "Proclaim 

liberty throughout the land unto all the inhabitants thereof." 

Joel was getting slightly tired ~nd asked his sister, "Do you 

think we'll have to stand here much longer waiting for them to ring 

the bell?" 

Suddenly a boy ran out of the building into the street, waving 

his arms and shouting wildly to the bell-man: "R.ing ! ring! ringl" 

In a few seconds the famous Liberty Bell sounded its message to the 

people . The Declaration of Independence had been si~ned, ani liberty 

was beiog proclaimed throughout the land. 

The people began to shout, "We' r e f r ee f r om the rule of King 

George III." "No.- we can have our own government am our own laws." 

"Freedom at last . 11 Other bells began to ring and cannons wer e shot 

to annoW1ce to all that independence bad been proclaimed . 

The noise of the cannons sounded a lot like t he sound of the 

n pop" f r om the fireworks. Vrben the crowd at the Independence Day 

fireworks celebration heard the "pop•1 they looked up, saw a picture 

in the sky of the; American flag , and they stood and sang the star 

Spangled Banner. itother leaned over to Judy and Joel and said: 

"Judy, Joel, stop day-dreaming and stand up." 

"Huh?" "Vihat?11 "'I.bat did you say?" the children answered. 

" l said, stand up. Can 't you hear everybody's singing the Na

tional Anthem - t he star Spangl ed Banner? What have you been 

thinkin.; about that you don 1 t lmow Tihat' s going on here?" 

After they finished singing, Judy and Joel told their parents 

about the first Independence Day, and the Declaration of Independence. 



Judy added, "Don •t forget that they got the i dea for f r eedom 

and independence f rom our Bible ." 

"Do you know which Jewish holiday that we celebrate is a kind 

of Independence Day?" !.!other asked. 

"l do , " said D~d . "It ' s Passover. And right now i t •s time for 

us to go. The f ireworks are over ar.d it •s almost mi dnight . 11 
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LABOR DAY 

When September arrives each year it' s time for vacati on to end 

and thoughts of school to begin . So it was with Judy, Joel and 

t heir parents. Those summer days were getting cooler and her e and 

ther e a few.leaves were beginning to t urn colors and fal l f rom the 

t rees . 

It was Monday afternoon, the f irst Monday in September, when 

Judy, Joel , and their parents returned f rom their vacat ion in t he 

country. They were suntanned and looked very healthy. Joel was 

still helping Dad unload the car while Judy an::i Mother began to 

unpack some of the suitcases arrl cartons in t he house . "I'm sure 

hungry," said Judy . "We haven1 t had lunch yet." 

"I f orgot al l about i t ," sa:'.d Mother. "You' ll have to do some 

shoppi ng for me . " 

Mother lll'Ote out a list of things she needed, gave Judy the 

money and sent her to t.he stores . When she came out of t he house 

she cal led to Joel, "C 1tnon to :.he stores with me . I have t o buy 

some t hings for Mother. " 

Joel had already eotten t ired of unloading the car so he joined 

Judy to do the shopping. " 'Jher e are we going f irst?" Joel wanted to 

know. 

"I think we ' d bett er go to the butcher f irst and get t he meat 

for hamburgers. Then we can go over to the supermarket f or the 

ot her things." 

"If you go to the butcher store, I' l l go to the supermarket," 

proposed Joel. "They 're next door to each other. 11 

"That ' s a good idea. It will save time. Let 1 s hurry, they1 re 

just around this corner." 
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When t he children reached the st ores they were surprised to find 

t hat both of them v1ere closed. So 1Yere t he rest of the stores on 

the street. Judy and Joel couldn ' t underst and why. They turned 

around and headed for home . A~ they passed one of the neighboring 

houses they heard the raaio loudly playing. "Ladies &nd gentlemen, 

the President of the United States," said a voice. 

Then the f amiliar voice of the President ~as heard saying: 

"It is a pleasure to be able to speak to you today via radio and 

tel evision. Today we are again observing the f irst Monday in September 

as Labor Day. It is a day set apart each year as a day- of rest for 

those who work, and a day when we pay tribute to them ••••••• n 

Judy and Joel reached home and l!other and Dad were still un-

packing. Mother looked up and asked, "What did you do with the meat, 

the bread, the milk, and the other things I asked you to buy? " 

"We couldn 't get t hem," said Judy. 

"\'/hat do you mean, you couldn ' t get them. I gave you the money 

to buy them. Did you lose it?" 

"No, we didn ' t lose the money," eJq>lained Judy. 11But the stores 

were all closed. " 

"We heard the Pres ident say that todq is Labor Day and it•s 

being celebrated as a holiday all over the country," Joel added. 

"1 f orgot all about it," Mother said. " No wonder the stores 

are closed. We'll have t o get dressed up and go out to eat," Mother 

said. 

n I don 1 t feel like getting dressed up," said Joel. "Why do 

they have to celebrate Labor Day at all?" 

"Well, Joel," said Dad, 11 t her e are quite a lot of people who are 

wor kinc fo r us all the time thouah we usually for get about t hem. The 
0 



fanners who work in all kinds of w~ather so that we may have food . 

And the t r uck drivers who br ing the food to market, the storekeepers 

who sell it or the people in t he f actories who package it in cans or 

in boxes for our f reezers . They are j ust a few." 

"But we tried to get f ood today and we couldn ' t . " 
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"That was our f ault because we f orgot today was a holiday. Even 

though today is a holiday many of these people are still working f or 

us . The policemen and f iremen don ' t get a holiday; nor do the 

tel ephone operators, bus drivers, or gas stat ion atteniants . Yet 

they do so much for us today am every day it ' s only right that one 

day a year we honor t11em and all the peopl e who work." 

"Does that mean you too , Dad? " asked Judy. 

"lt certainly does mean your father," Jdother commented. 

"Yes, I ' m one of the millions of wor king peopl e whom we remember 

on Labor Day. we 1 re also honoring the many people who have done so 

much to improve conditions for the wor kers." 

"What kind of working conditions, Dad?" asked Joel . 

"Until a few years ago boys and girls your age were working in 

.factories insl.ead of going to school. They worked f rom early in the 

morning until late at night and they and other factory r.orkers worked 

without proper lights , without enough t ime for meals, without fresh 

air. " 

"Didn ' t they get sick?" 

"They got sick, and didn 't have enough money to pay for doctor s , 

or medicine. They wer e all very unhappy. The children didn 't go to 

school and didn't have time to play ball or go to the movies . And 

tl1e adults were too busy and too sick to care for t heir children." 
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"I'm glad we don ' t have to work in factories JI 11 said Joel. 

"Things have changed. You couldn't get a job in a factory 

because you• re too young. There are now laws to prevent it. People 

who do work there have a much easie r time now. They l\'Ork fewer hours , 

the machines have safety guards, the rooms are not. too crowded, am 

t hey get paid mor e money." 

"WellJ how come?" asked Judy. " \~hat happenecl to change things?" 

"l!en like Samuel Gompers, Sidney Hillman, and even Rabbi St ephen 

:;ise r ealized that those poor conditions wer e all wrong and they came 

up lri.th some new ideas about treating workers . Actuall:y they Tieren •t 

new i deas because t hey are even found in our Bible. Ther e we are 

taught not to per secute those who work . 11 

"What do you mean, per secute them?" asked Jo1~l. 

"We shouldn •t treat them unfairly. They s hould be permitted to 

observe the Sabbath as a day of r est and they s ho111ld always be paid 

pro rnptly. Gompers, Hillman, and Rabbi Stephen Wi:se helped to get laws 

passed which have improved working conditions for everybody." 

" That 's why Labor Day is still a very import.ant holida r ," said 

Uother. "Judy, turn the radio on and see if the :President is still 

talking about Labor Day ." 

Judy turned on the radio just as the President was :inishing. 

The.•r heard him say, 11v;e must r emind peopl e of t he progress t hat has 

been made , and e~cb ye~r on t his day pr ovide a d~y of rest f or as 

many people as possible." 

The Presijent finished and the band played the star Spangled 

Banner. Judy suddenly reminded herself that she W?S hungry and 

soon the entire f Elily was in the car on their wa.y to have dinner 

in a restaurant • ••• if they could f ind one open. 
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