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The following study was originally motivated by a curiosiiy,
No other propbet in rebbinic literature commends as mush reapegt or
high regard as does Blijah. Not even such profound snd impressive
Literary prophets ss Isalaeh or Jeremish gain as moch affecbion as.
does the simple Tishbite who "wore a garment of hairsloth with s
glrdle of leather aboub his lodns, ™

There 1s some contrast between this siemple Blblical psrgonslity
and the legendary glant of rebbinic literature. Historisslly Elijsh
appears suddenly with no indication of a g@ﬁﬁ@l@gyﬁ hoeording to
the rebbls; he was a pmﬁmg who possessed the angelic nm of
ﬁm@eﬂp&xm,h and who even sxisted from the beglaning as an ang@lﬁ |
In the Bible, Ei:lja&; resembles many of the otheyr sarly pmpmm who
protegted against acts of oppression and m,jmgmmm His cavesr is
marked lorgely by o series of miracles and accusabtions. For the
rabbis, Blijsh mwéégm & variety of peraopalities. Some of %,m
characteristices sre implisd in the Biblical account, but never a%;a.ﬁ.m
the prominence which the rabbils gawe them.

Buch were the ressons for the curlosity vwhich stimulsted this
studys  Just e casual compurison of the Bible wnd rebbinic texts
revesly some difference between the two in the character of Elijah.
Those differences suggest .:ammmi gueations. What wers precisely
the voles which the rabbls assigned to Blijah? In what way did
the eabbinie period veflect the need for a personslity who in-
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corporated those voles? Why did they choose Elijeh and what ¢riteria
did they employ in choosing himo/

The present thesis attempts bo deal only with seletted aspeots of
thess problems. Ib iw‘&@mi%ﬁ@ﬁly an incomplete trestment of the meny
difﬁ&@ul%iﬁ&*imyl&mit in the rabbinio role of ¥lijah. This sbudy re-
pregents only a beginning. In the foture I bope I might lwvesbigate
gome of the Durther @@mplﬁx&ﬁ@@@ of the problem. For the present, 1
was concerned slmost exclusively with a definition of some roles
whi.ch %l&jah@mhib&%m.far the rebbinle mind.

 The gquantity of avellable materiel on Blijsh ls SNORTIOUSs b3
would be impossible in mn@'ﬁh@gia to analyse snd aﬁa&u&t& every legend
about the @rmpmwt, It was ﬁ@ﬁ%&ﬁaﬁy then to limit the material and

to select only the mosd r@lavamﬁ paganges. In order o meke %ﬁ@iéélﬁﬁw

bimn@‘@mnaist@aﬁ, sertain criteris were estaliished according bo which
ehodces wers exsrcised. | |

The specific roles whivh ave included in %ﬁiﬁ thesis were nob
chosen ab random. The firﬁ% two chapters ave devobed o Blijabh's
activity as o tescher and a helper, vespeotively. Both these fung-
%&a@w were seleched @@@&ﬂng%h@y portrayed Llijeh in hﬁa astual Jife-
%&%ﬁm&&mﬁ.@f the vavblse The materisl in these cheplers @am&iw%&
laygely of incidents wherein the wa&b&% ensounter Blljah peraonally.
He instruets and helps individuals in ﬁ&ﬁf&culﬁ, bat resl cireuns
stances. | |

The third chapter continues the analysis of personsl appearsnces
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of Blijeh b restricts the study to kis “minoy roles.' The phrase
"minoy roles" will be defined in Chapter IIX. Buffice it to say here
@kmt agedn these roles wers not selecbted ab rendome They werde chogen
fm purpnaes of conbrast. These minor miw ﬁmww é;ua:mtﬁ.% of ¥l
f;er:h that are qmu:@ distinet fron and ofben contrary to nw more familiap
abbyributes. ‘rifi%y w& p&@mmw& algo to indicate the totality of the
logendery pevsonalliy. He i not merely one kind of man. He iz meny
kinds of men. He incorporates charecterdstics that at one time come
plement; ab another time oppose esch othev. Chepter IIT illustrates
this pesuliarity. | | ‘

The greatest part of this thesls veprasepnts an investisgetion of
primary sources. Initlally, however, I began with a study of the Telw
madie passages a&m@mﬁmg E&&j&m a6 they sppeared in the Index to the
Songine translation of the Babylonian Talmude I examined and gone
gidered every reference to the person of Elijeh in the Talmude Whitke
ever veferences were considaered relevent are olted in the bedy of
this thesis or in the Lootnotes.

M%x' @%mtm&g vmm %hnudm zmumm, I provesded to review .

. the subject of Hlijsh in Louis Ginsberg's "The legends of the Jews."

Those veferences whish Ginsberg clted for hig presentation have been,
with few exceptions, checked mm%, verified in the primery sources.
Thet verification includes a thorough treatment of the subject
of Biijah in tm najor midvashic collections. In m :i.ma%mwaa roe
forences could nob be checked, bscause they wers lovorrectly cited.

(dnsberg's reforences on Blijeh include sources which extend to
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the Middle Agess My intersat was limited to material sbout Elijab in
the Bible and Targum, the Babylonien and Jerusalem Talmudim, and the
major midrashic collections, Oocasionally, when a legend seemed parti-
euwlarly fascinating, I traced ite origin o & minor midrash or an un-
familiay text. Censyally, however, my corncern rested with the works
alveady mentionede

The edition of 179X 227 xan by Meir Ish Bhalom provided soms
helpful additional sources. Oscasionally, the Introduction included
relevint passsges which Oiusberg had not oited. His Introduction ia
virtually exhaustive and orgenizes bhe material under useful headings.
I am indebbed to this Introduction for its thovough and exbensive col
lection of source material.

Recently there appeared sn Israsli publication entitled K¥33n 1°9%
by ma‘énn 1MYeYR . This volume aleo served a8 4 helpful second-
ary sourcs. Like the Introduetion e IBYIR 237 RIn , this col-
Jection of sourges was orgenlsed undey topleal headings. I checked
the authorts oltabions in the eriginal texts and spain employed the
pesgages wherever they were relevant.

After I had begun to sssemble the svallsble evidence, 1% becane
apparent that certein aspects of Blijab's rols lent themselves betier
to treatment than others. The oriteria, which were oublined above,
served to organive the materisl inte the three mejor divisions. That.
arrangemant, however, was inadequate without some revision. Over-

lapping of roles seriously complicated any atbempt ab orgenisation.



In some instances, the legends reflect a variety of nuances. They
dould £it well into any one of seversl categories depending upen
-which point wes emphasizeds The cholee which I exercised i these
oasey was admibbedly m;:mmm. |

It will be apparent even Yo the most casval resder that several
of the more popwlar roles of Blijah have been omitied fmm thig study.
Perhaps the most serious omission has been the vole of Elijah as the
Toreranner to the Messishe. . That phase of Ez;l.:man"ﬁs- aotdvity was do-
leted for several roosong, _:tn‘méa fivet place, it did m*t.};mmréy
Blijeh as a partioipant in the deily affairs of men. Hls connection
with messianien is slmost by definition reserved for the fubture, | b

T de largsly theoretical and of small practical consegquence in the daily
lives of individuals. |

Beoondly, Blijah's role in the redemptive process is not totally
defined by the e¢lose of the Talmudic period. Histewlcal clroungtances,
gubsequend w the rabblole period, undoubtedly exervcised no small in-
fivence in unm arens Pergecubion and suffering cen effect seriouvs
changes in the chareoter of a redemphive figure. To restrict Elijeh's
role as the fPorerunney Yo the Messiah only to the rabbinle perlod
would do injusbide to that phase of his activity.

Most importanty this psrbiculsyr role of Blijsh was much oo Gowme
plicated for me %o treat adsquately. The material dealing with Elljah
and the Messish is so vagt ¢3 to be overwhelmings It is net only come
plicated becavse of its quanbity; it is m@wm:l.y diffieulbs. In the
logends depioting Blijah as the herald of God's Msmngar, the text



doss ot slways inddcate clearly the precise function of the prophebe
To fully undersband the funetlon of Blijah in this capacily requires
an extensive knowledge of messienism and the development of the cone
sept of redemption, Blijah's role in this provess is often puzeling
and invelved. To treat thls aspect of Blijsh in legend properly would
requive a gseparate study. 7

Befors proceeding to desl with Elijeh in rebbinie literatwre; it
would be hellpful tw recsll his cavesr as veported in the Bible.: A
brded vesums of the Biblical personality will provide & frame of re-
ference with which to compare or contrast the Elijah of legend. To
b mindful of the Biblicel Blijsh algo insures agained mieéim@'pmm
ing the legendsary figure. He ls not a mers lwvenbtion oy £my of the
rabbinic mind; Elijab's rabbinie rols is rooted in the Bibliocal texts
Regardless of vwhatever changes or sxpansions oocour, the personal iden-
ity of the Biblical end later legendary figure is the same.

Blijah was & prophet in lerael in the first half of the ninth
pro-Christian century under King Ahab, Be @myfmm some locality
in Gilead, & land sast of the Jordans He emppméwdly oumg o seelk

victory for his God Yahweh over the worship of the pagen god Basl
One of his £irst sctivities consisted of an annpuncement thab there
would be a drought inflicted upon the people by Yehweh. Addressing
bhess remarks to Ahab and his wile, and inourring thelr displeasure,
Elijsh vetreated to the wilderness. Thers by the brook Cherith, God
worked & miracle. MHe commanded the ravens to bring Blileh bread and



vid.

meab, morning ond nighte

One of m:wm*g plézmss of refugs was Jarephath where a widow Guge
talopd hime In m*imm for hey hogpltelity, Fiijeh performed seversl
miracles for the widow., He commanded the woman to make him a small
oake from the little meal she had left. She did so end the jar of
meal and the cruse of oil lasbed until the drought endeds Elijah
also brought back to life the widow's zon who hed disd,

When Blijah next met Ahab, Ahab agked him; "Is 1t you, you troub-
ler of Xerael?® And Blijsh m@m@i, %L hove nob troubled Jsrael, butb
Jou haVéeeeo® Flijah inddots an individual for the sake of his peoplels
welfare. e anger and wrath have in the Alblical text served a posi-
tive function. It is no wigguided fuvy. |

Elijehte most triuwphant moment was his victory over m@ Lou
hundred prisets of Bazl on Mount Caxmel. It wes there thel he posed
his i‘&zﬁwﬁ quastion to lerael, "How long will yég;m waver %:;«%wami 0
opindons?¥ Blijsh then summoned the sexvants of Basl to demonsbrabe
the alleged superiovity of thelr Gods Blijeh proposed a conbest in
which both he and they aanmm tuild an altar and place on ib & burnb
offering. The God who would send fire from heaven to consume the
sacrifice mum be considered the true God. After the Basl prophebs
had £ailed and hed been ridiculed by Flijsh, Yahweh responded to the
call of his oun pr@%wta. ALL .xssx*ml acknowledged ﬁaﬁmash%a esupxﬁmmyg
and the priests of Baxl weve glavghtered near ﬁh@ brook Kﬁ.&h@ﬁ @xi '
Blijeh's instructions. o o |

Elijah then fled fmm the mm of Jdeaebel. To save his ‘m{m 1ife,



viii.

&%@3@ haring proved the supremacy of Tahweh, Blijsh escaped to the
deserte There he begued God to take his life. He wented %o live no
longer. He could not bear beling an oubcast. He lay down under a broom
tres and slepb. An angel then touwehed him and told him to eat. Elijah
dimcovered that Ood had prepaved for him o cske baked on hot stones and
g Jor of water. _

Svon after this mirecle, God spoke to Elijsh. God asked him what
be had been doing., Elijsh veplied that he had been very jealous for
the lord. He dwsoribed the contest aamtf;ﬁ@mﬁ Cagmel and explained thab
his own 1ife was now in Jeopavdy. It m&s then that God appsared to
BElijsh oub of the whirlwind.

After the whirlwind, God commanded Elijsh to appoint Haszael to be
dng over E‘mﬁa? dehu the son of Nimshi %o be king over Israel, and
Elisha the son of Shapot of Abelusholsh to be his own SuCCesSOT.
| Another climactic moment of amgmw saresr was his abttesk upon
Ahsb in defense of Naboth. Naboth was & Jesreelite who owned a smell
plot of ground nesr Jewmreel and s vioeysrd that wes located mear Ahab's
palace ab Jesresl. Ahob desired tle vineyard for a gevden of herbe.

e offered to psy Naboth the value of the property or provide him with
a better vinsyard in exshange. HNaboth, however, declined both of
Ahabis proposals on the grounds that the vineyard was the inheritane
of hiw fathers. The lssue wmémvzi have spparently been resolved here
had not Jeswbel interfered. She wrote letbers to the elders and
nobles of Haboth's oity instruoting them o proclain a solemn fast

and set Naboth on high among bis peers. She then arranged for two



wicked men to accuse Naboth of cursing Uod and the king, the punishment
for which was stoning, Having secursd Naboith's execution, Jezebel de-
liversd Naboth's property into Ahab's hands. This act of wenton eruslty
and brubality infurdated the prophet Elijsh. He stormed against Ahab
and Jesebesl with vnprecedented rage. To Aheb he promised, in the name
of Tahwah, "In the plece where dogs licked up the bloud of Nabothy
shall dogs lick up your own blood. “@ Elijeh cursed Jesebel se wells
predicting that “The dogs aebnll eel Jesebel within the bounds of
Jﬁ%%fi‘&%f@le“? No member m:f Ahab's family was speyed from Elijsh's ourse,
a8 he deoleved thot "Anyone belonging bo Aheb who dies in the clty, the
doga shall vab; snd anyone ﬁazi‘hfm who dies in the open countey the
birds of the alr shall aatar® |

dJust prior to his ascent inbto hesven, Hlijsh brought Elisha to
the banie of the Jorden. There Blijeh took his mﬁl@; rolled it up,
and struck the water. A miracle ocouryed as the waler parbed, so that
the two of them could walk across on dry grounde |

As BllJabh contimued on with Elishs and talked, a charlot of five -
ard horvges of fire separated the two of them. Blijah went up in the
chariot in a whirlwind dinto heaven. He diseppeared as quickly and
as suddenly as he had arvived. | ,

These incldents constibube m@ core of Elijah's Blblical career.
Seripture oltes othey mm&*&mm involving the prophet, bt they are
skatohy and brdefs The entire Biblicdl personality of Blijsh unfolds
in only gﬁmm mm&zmwmg Out of those peges energed & legendary
figure with perhaps no equal in &l of mmaﬁ.mﬁ literature. The pabe



big spperently dscovered in this Liery non-litesary prophed the
promise of & spiritusl glant. The subsequent chapbters will examine
these discoveries of the yabbinic mind, |
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IT Kings 1:6.

I Kings 17:1 begine simply, "Now Elijeh the Tishbite of Tishbe
in Glleed sald to Absbeee

Babba Mezleh 1iLb,

Ginsherg, Legendss Vol. VI, pe 325, Note LO.

One ¢ik. Note 39,

I ¥ings 21190,

I Rings 211230,

I Kings 2L:2l

I Binge 173 I¥ Kings 23 1 Fings 20 doss nob coneern Elijah.
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A DIGEST OF CONTENTS

The title of this thesis puggeste its gontents, namely, "Sone
Agpects of the Role of Elijah in Rubbinie ILiterature.® Oubt of the
wealth of material comperning the Biblicel prophet; I have chosen
to concentrate on three speciiic areas,

The firgt aspesed of the rabblnice Blijeh with which I deal isg
his function as a teacher, Here L gathered togebther those legends
. injwhiah the prophet wxpounds some lesson,; be it aggedic or halakic.
% restricted my seleobions in thia sategory to legends which deplet
Elijeh in an actual eltuations I did not treat the inumumerable in-
cidents wherein an halskic debate concluded with-

IAAEYR RIY2OD TP BIYn RO er wWeh , I
limlted my discussion to occasions on vhich ¥lljah @peakﬁ in person.

The second aspect of Blijeh which is exemined in this thesis is
hig role as a helpeyr. Here again, the emphasis is uwpon those ine
eidents in which Elijsh is an active partieipant, These 1@g§nda EX
hibit Elijah as a helper to the distressed, the poor, and the he&@y.
Thoge who deserve sympathy and understanding are often the benefactor
of Elijah's sid. It is found that Blijah supporbs those in danger
of death as well. " |

The third chapter discusses gome of Elijsh's minor roles in
rabboinio literatures Such roles ave termed "mim@r" inamuﬁh ag they

ooouy less frequently and with less regularity than those which de-



plet him a8 a teacher or helpers ﬁb&@ chapter includes legends whioch
portray Blijeh as a censoy and rebuker, as a man of violent temper
and emotion. He ls not always fzma des%nd@m but occagionally the ao-
@qu T&m third chapter :mw@aé as & dontrast in Blijahts personality.
In the comiuslon I have tried to demonstrate that the rabbinie
parsonality of P1ijeh is hot entirely dissocisted from thab of ite
Biblical oounterparte There are indications in Scripture that Blijeh
was well-gulted for the role which the rebbls gesigned to hime For
almost every qua:mw which EliJeh exhibits in the rebbinic perdody
‘the Biblicsl prophet likewlse reflects a similay characteristic, The
Elijeh of later legend wos not enmtirely an invention of ‘mﬁ rabbinie
winds The lonely Tishiite alveady possessed in Soripture maoy of the
atbribubes which later won for him o yemarkeble femmortaliby.
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There ;{.%%m several f&méw to Elijah's role as a teachers As part
of his xzzﬁgé;mmﬁ Panetdon, Blijeh bas & role as an expounder of the
lwsg’ ,7@ will have to mwﬁm ald legel diffiounlbies snd problems
that m(r% accunulated since days dmmemorisl,® He will also decide
Wml,afng quastions of rituel comcerning which rabbls have entertained
a@m:;?mam yiews. JIn short, Blijeh will x*@mslv@ 8ll differences of
'pllmmzha

- The following am.yﬁi&a ombbe entively consideration of ¥lijsh as
8 %aa?mr in Bhis cepocity. The phrase gys% weny Ipehy oF

ms‘;\‘ ®yave 4y yponis of frequent ocourence in the bane

naitic literature. According to Marous J%ﬁrﬂﬁﬁ and M&mﬁd&@
K@h&t& it is doubbful whether §pon r‘hw az*z;r ansoclation wi,th Eiijahe
Jagtpow translates spon as & form of u Woe mmisag et 1t

| gtand," thab is, "The question remains waresolved." Kohub nalntaing
ypon L8 only an abbreviated a?mé of pepon whose use lmplies
“only that e question le unanswersd. MNoveover, the suggestion thab
gpen 18 an. abbrevistion for m's';sm'a- nYYwIp yane gmfﬁ T g
For Kobwb, only the force of &, , « bR we »  Thug it hm
never mem estabiished that ﬁ%zﬁz; phrase actually mmm to the person
of i jahe o ‘
| 'mm‘*;;smm anglysis attempts to depiot Flijah as a teacher in
those spesific ingidents in wh:mh he is & ;;aérm@igmb.- His role is

confined in this chapter o those recorded incidents in which the

Lo



person of Flijeh himself is the source of instruction. There axe
seversl instences, as will be shown, in which Elijeh appears to
fawored persons to impart & lesson of some kind, be it moral, legal,
or practical. They sre é&wmﬁﬂm on which the rabbis do not talk
about Elijah, bub Lo Elijah. There is a dialogue botween Elijab as
the teacher and the rebbis as his diseiples. Elijah is not sbasent,
bub participates sctively in the given situabtionse. It is with Elijah

a8 o teacher in these instunces thab the present chapler ls concerned,

That devobion to gbudy and tesching was highly prisged by Elljah
is wndeniabla. Blijsh plesed a high prewium on the ammﬂmgr of
those who engaged themselves constantly in Toral. | The rabbls lost
ne eppertunity to emphasize ‘Em;jsm’& interest in academic purgulis,.

- On ong w&a&img? the prophet sgsisted ﬁm@bi doshus in delivering
Rabbi Akiba's body ;ﬁ’xﬁmvamm 411 night they walked with the
corpse on thelr shovlders. At daybreak they were nesar Cassares. A
cave opered before thelr eyes, and inside they saw a vhalr, & bed,
@ table, and a lamp. They put the corpse on the bed and then left
the eave wilch closed up behind them. Only the Light of the lewp
mmﬁ 14t by itsell shone through the chinks in the cave. Whareupotiy
Elijah eried out, "Hail, ye Just, hail to you whe devole Jumselves

. 1o the atymy of the Lawe Hall to you, ye God-fenring mens for your
places ave set asgide and kept and guarded im Paredise for the time

e



0 oome, "

Another legend illustrates Blijehls very personal concern and
high regard for lesyning and tesching, Disguised as a rabbi, Elijsh
was onge approsshed hy a man with a most tempting offer. This man
promised t%s, ralleve hm qf all materisl cares if hes wolld bub ablde
with hime %@m&mg o leave the academy ab %vmhg Blijeh answered,
*%ﬁr@ you m aﬁfﬁar we -ém ‘mwamd witi ﬁm&mﬁ; s L mw not guit the
amm aof tz«h& :rmr, snd é%m;i.l in a plece in wmah there is no Torah, ‘*Q

The role ai” ‘ﬁzm,jah BY & wa@h@w m.w bes vﬁ,m& in m@{a Qh@ﬁﬁ%

that of hegpadsh mel ‘t;}:xam of halakatie T&:«@ mumm@ Literatures dovs
not necesslitate sueh s emmmm on, bub it dwa mrmm ongs Indaed,
bhe availmﬁﬁ evidence doss -m*tz readily lend it&@lﬁ’ 0 suy ong spacis
fio pringiple of organization. Instead, mw@s Blijab legends may be
treated ln any mumber of ways. The following snalysis then im ‘:m
many mmwts an aarbm-zf«*aw onge It does not purport to @smmmh
the only serrest apmrma@h to thisg pnaﬁ@ of Blijah's sctivity; it
anly attempbs bo provide one helpful method of vrgenizing the
material aboub Flijah as @ ‘teacher in rabbinle literature.
o By the term haggadsh i mﬁwﬁ “wg whiole whwm, of *blw nonw
legal part of the old mm:m@;t mmmmm.“? ' _ﬁagga@m. is “"l:.%w
ijmﬁ.my explanation, ov homily, ineluding a:issg the @@m Lawe,
Sueh w;_ai:m a8 m&ﬁﬁ.@iﬂﬁmuﬁlﬁﬂﬁ%@pwg rmc:i mysticlem, mm& mmw@

10
ﬁmb;jmw" Vo] rimlad@ﬁ sm mw gabegory, Under ngggwﬂam 18 ine
cluded the wumhing;w aﬁ mgm which h@w no formal, :ngal ixplicae

kN
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tions. The second phase of Elijeh's teaching is of sn halskie type.
Halalkah, B8 uged here, refers to "the whole legal part of the Jewish
trmdiﬁiﬁn; in aanﬁraﬁi&tinﬂﬁibm bo the haggadah, comprising thus the
whamavaivi& law and ritual law of rabbinigal 1i%eraturﬁ.”ll

As wAll be demonstrated below, Blijsh's opinions do not invali-
date the exisbing halakoth or helakic prinsiple, His inaﬁruﬁ%iam,
however, 1s of & legal characters He does address himself to ques-
tlons of ritual propriety and the authority of the halshkie ayatamglg

Within the area of haggadic teaching, Elijah concentrabes on
ethival end morsl instrugtion. There ere homilies agoribed to him
which define the mature of the virtuous man. One suoh instance ine
volved one of Blijsh's snoountere with R. #uﬂah, the brother of
Re Salla the Plovss Bllijsh sald %& him, "Fall not inta‘a.ﬁaﬁaian,
and you will not sing do not drink bto excess,; and ymu‘will not sing
and when you go on a Journey, seek counsel of your Mekery and then
.g@."13 | (

The mark of a vi?%uams man is three-fold. He is firet of all
gelf-digoiplined. One who i$ ab1@ o reglst the extremes of emotion
‘possesses a degree of selferestraint or ﬁiﬂaigliﬁs@ Sacondly, the
“virtuous men is a men of medervation. Nelther total abstinence nov
_t@tax indulgence is encouraged. Instead, the virtuous men is he who
soeks the mean between two extremes, This view of Elijah is not
wholly different from the ethic of Aristotle's "golden mean." There

too virtue 18 "a mean between two vices, thab whish depends on excesa,
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and that which depends on defoet.® b Thirdlys, the wirtvous man re-

~ flects kg.umﬁmy, By seeking the help of his Creator, man acknow

_ 1&&3}:@@ his dependency., He expresses trust in r,m goodness and ymm

videnca of God.
F;:L:ljem pc»:mm @u‘ﬁ a paradox in the attainment of such vimuézw He

indicates tfha:t; wigdom does not alwayg enable a man to rebein his moral

18
Chavaaters ‘mw Talmd rﬁ%pomﬂ s mmﬂ Abaye obee overheard a man say
to & womany Ylet us am;ﬁa and go on ouy Way." Abaye followed them to
keep them from transgression, Vhen they parted, he heard them say,

“Our company is plessant; the way is long." WIE 4t were I sadd

 Abaye, "I would not have restrained myself." He went and leaned

L7

in gmz@% anguleh upon & zmc;z»pmah when an c&m mayy came and taught

h‘ ’*%@; greater the man, the gmm@mﬁ }:xiaa evil inelination.”

‘*é“lijm aﬁmrw h@m% *c,hp% "&h& mxﬁa }cmwledg& ami :ang;m 8 man

p@amg&swg mn %E&ﬂ% nmors pmm:s he is t@ the temptations which ax:ism

| in the wwma. mm@n the gr@m‘bar hiw mm:mn%ﬁ of the goed in life,

'H:w l@m iﬁ hies remiman@gs to the ﬁV"ily In an mb&mm to assuage’
&ba:w@ 8 internal atm%m with the evil :meulm&, ﬁl:idah teaches a

moral maxmo

The significance of Buman conduct end ethical action in Klijab's

teaching is most emphatie in m mépcmm to Messlanie hope and exe

pectancy. Rebbi dJoshus be Levl met Elijah @*bammg by the entrants
to the tomh of R, Pﬁ{%ﬁmécm bs Yohsi, R Joshus. be Z&evi a%fa& Y‘lijah

"Have § a portlon :3;1; 'is};sé wm*ll.c;%wmwmm?" Midexh mpliad, L this



Magber degives it." H. Joshua b. Levi sald, "I saw two persons,

but heard the volice of a third." He lthen asked, "When will the Mege
glah cowe?" Elijah replied, 0o and agk Dim himself." "Where is
bhe gitbing?", asked Joshua be levie "AL the entrantSeecvvccesssoses
8o Joshva be Levi went to him and greeted him saying, "Peace upon the

Master and Teacher." The Hessioh snswered, "Pesce upon theey O son of

levie® "hen wild thous come, Master?® sasked Joshus b, levi. "Today,®

was his answer. On hia return to Blijah, the latter inguired, 'What
did he say to theel"  "Peace upon thees U son of levi" he answered.
Thereupon, Blljsah observed, "He thereby asesured thee and thy father

ol a porbtion in the worldetoecome."  Joshua be Levi then protested,

e spoke felsely to me, stating that be would cone todayy bub he hag

note" Eiljah angwerad him, “Ihils o whet he sald e thes, "Toduy,
18 ye will heay bis voloa® (Ps. 953"5“’2’).1'8

Flijah's last statement indicates that notbing delays the coming

of the Messiah except the proper huuen conduct. MNap himself may bring

the Messish by ke own behevicr. The Messiah is ready to rvedeem mét
kind at any momeub, bub man always puls an obstacls in his way which
impedes his coming. That this obstacle is oubregeous condust i best
eviderced by BElijah's encounter with s greab ssint. Elijah remarked,

*You sre astounded why the Messish has not yet come. Today is the

Day of Atonement, end on this day of repentence, many a vicgin is de-

flowered in your oliy of Nehardes. wt

Bo



Blijah states very clearly thet the people have no right te axpect
the Messiah when on the heliest day of the year, they commid the moab
vile sing. Man mhst demonstrate through his conduet and mmw:; Dt
havier thab he is degerving of the Messianie Age. Blijah teaches thet
‘man himself can and must cooperate 1n bringing the Messiah from heaven
to earbh. v

Elijsh teaches that God understands and ghows compassion for bhe
moral frailty of bumen creatures. Blijab shows that God 1s sympathetie
toward man even when he is in error and a delinguent. An impressive
illugtration of this thought appears in an encounter of Babbah D,
Shila witb Elijah. Rabbah be Shila asked Elijah, "What i the Holy
One Blessed Be He doinmg?" Elijsh snswered, "He witers traditicons iun
the names of sll the rebbis, bub in the name of . Meir, He does nob
utber.” Rabbah assked nim, "Why?* He replied, "Becsuse he leavned
traditions st the moubh of Aaahﬁxu“m Rabbah sald to hims "Bub why?
Rabbi Meilr found a pomegrenate; he ate the frudt within it,; and *i&m
peel he threw awayl" Elijoh answered, ”Xs&mﬁ He sayg, '"Meir my son
- gayss when a man suifers, to whabl expression does the Shechinah give
ubberance? My head is heavyy sy arm is heavy.® I the Holy Ons
Blessed Be He ls thus gyieved over the blood of the wicked, how much
more over the blood of the xvﬁ,ghﬁammm

Blijeh communipstes ¢learly the reality of God's sulfering fop
man in his bour of trouble. Even though he has erred, and fully des
serves hls punishment, God showe compassion and returns the simmer to

Hisg presence. Thers seems to be an implied meaning here as well. Man

Ts



ghowld mmam fod in Hias wmpammn for the undeserving. JAny divine
virtue 18 worthy of human imitation. As God 1s veady to exorerabe,
g0 man too should be quick to forgive. The divine moral demands ree
fleot the o971 nn » The aggadoth of the chavsoter just cited
emphagize thén»anai nTne Both divine and human neture veflect
both qualities,

BElijah is not comerned solely with the ethical wellboing of men,
He is interested in the state of their physicsl welfave as well, Eli-
Jahis instruction occasionally partekes of the nature of medical advite.
Rabbd Shimd onoe swallowed a wuake. Blijeh sppeared to him and sdviagd
him to sat fzwm%m with galt and to ‘m three mile before him. The
ﬁm&iﬁé aub&mwmly ZL@% Rabbi -&ﬁﬁm vim‘ Wzﬁ;&p&m |

Elijah is equipped with wmisual renedies to cure even the most
bigasre iliness, as depicted sbove., Vhether Rabbi Shimi ever did
swallow & enske or whether this invident is wholly legendary is un-
dmportante It is @uﬁ’f&.@i&mﬁ ;fzm he' present purpose to demonstyale
that health precautions and suggestions wers not exeluded from Tli-
jah's teachings, D

| Somstimes Elijah's mmmc& sbout ;:hyaiemi wellbeing also contain

the overtones of a morel lesson as well. With regard to health pre-
cautdons in waiﬁ&mgaamkmm, Elijah once said to Rabbi Nathan, "Eatb
a third, drink a m&i’d, zmei leave a third for when you get angry and
thien you will have had your fé.:i‘la“ﬁh

Elijeh coutions here sgainst excessive eabing and drinking. He
implies thab :éf ong wam@% and becomes angrys be will literally



&, drimg bu’t;

burats A men digsipates hls energy not mevely in food a
in his snger as wells A stomach m:m, of foud lesves no room for the
wide ronge of m@ﬁﬁ.@mﬁhé‘m provoke a person's tempar. Blijeh's lesg-
son here, however, may :i,malw move than just advice on physigel come
forts His statemsnt also relates the physiocsl constitution of an ine
dividual to hds personsl tempevament. Elijah may be indicsting the ex-
wm o which enger affects o man. It I8 s sipnificant as the quanti-
ty of food and drink which he consumes. A porwon ought 1o regulate his
sating and drinking in propoytion to hig tenper. |
In the sgeadic phase of hils tesching Elijeh aleo reveals an abti-

Cpude towards the role of womsn. "Habbl Jose met ¥lijah and sald to
him, It ds welbben, "I will make for him a helpmate (Cen. 2348).0
“In what way is & womwen & helpmate to & man?' Elijsh answers, "If a
| man brings wheat, does he chew the wheat? If flay, does he pub on the
£lax? Does she pot then bring 1light to his eyes and put him on his
Faehd 23 | ,

| Blijah suggesta that a2 women serves a man Yy completing the funo-
tioms which he performs. Ow partner is dncomplete without the other.
Both depend upon each other. "& man and o woman ¢omplement sach @méx*-
hy virtus of the fumetlons they perform. A woman ensbles a ma do o -

fulfill his intentions in the taska he pursusg,.
A H k% %R R % %

The second major phase of Elijeh's yols as a tescher is halakic.
It is dmportant to recognize that in this area Elijah doss not alter
e logal syabem alrveady fmnéswmmﬁl and establiched by vabbinic tradi-

o
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tione His ingtruetion reflects an endoresment of the prevailing systen.
Whatever foformetion be dmpaprts does nob conbradiotd bub expwels o Yoe
mﬁ’wmm the esbablished h&@ﬁﬁms ;:mxmpmm%

Elijeh abides by the prineiple of majority rule. Ne decision oan
violate legad priveipdes already agreed upon. 7% clamsio illvebration
of this point is the gyeab contest belween Rabbl Elleser be Hyrcanus
and the viole body of echolsiss’| The majority maintained the axthoelty

of ibs oplndens A Yp na  however srled ouly “Hly do you dispute with
Rabbd Bliesey, seeing thab in all matbers ¥he  nOYn mgrecs with hime?
Rabbi Joshus then protested, "It m nob dn Heaveu." Rebbl Jeremiah exe
plained %:fhvzs%‘ Habbl Joshva meant that Toreh had alvesdy been given ab
Mount Sinsl, The law vas thus subject to human sathoritys A  Yp no
sould not invelidate the principle of majority wule. When Rabud Hathen
snked Blijeh avout God's m@w&%@"% Rebbl Joshumts statement, Elijeh
angwered thalb ﬂm% ngm@ and replied, "My sons heve defested Ve, my
worg have defested Ve, **% ‘

sdngle mmm Wﬁ%ﬁ%@mﬁ WD %m bumanietio slement in
rabbinio *a,%mgnm Bldjah berve endovsce the pravaliing notion thaby
given basis premises end postulates which ave divinely ordainsd, the

logal system is entively & humen institotion. Theve lo B0 resourse
to any avthordty beyonl that of the humsn mind snd the pringiple of
intluence in the develepiont of the halakab. Once God established opr-

meus by madordtys Hen i3 bobth b centrel congern and the central

 tedn rules of provedurw, He abandons: iis own prerogative to violats
the systems According to Elijeh end rabbinic thought, God Himsell must
abdde by the pelogiples alywady consteunbeds
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Blijah imparts his own halakie instruction enly in situations
whevein the sages are not enlightened, Rabbah bar Abbabu one net
Elijah stending in a non~dewish cemetery, He sald to him, "Is & moans
tegt to be applied in favor of a debbor?® Elijeh replied, "We deduce
the law of proverty (writben here) frem that of mlummm@ ne? Wnile
of & debtor it is wrkbten, "And if thy brother be waren poor, them thow
shalt velieve him,"30 He asked Elijsh further, "How do we know that
& neked man must not separete?™ Elijch answered, "From the verse,

"That he see no wnelean thing in thee. v pabah said %o him, "Are
you not a priest? Why then do you stand in a cemetery?? He mg&li@@@
"Hag the master not studied the laws of purity? For it has been taught ,
YRabbd, Simeon b. Yohal said, "m graves of Oentiles do nob defile, for
m:%s »wmmn;. tAnd ye my flook, the flock of wy pastures are men.

Only you are designated mm“ga

Elijah vefleots in this halakie paseage his compassion for the
poors The destitube wan can only be expstted to pay according to his
means, Ho creditor can demand move than his debtor ia able to provides

sleaness san appear before Gode

Tt is @ Biblical precept that uo
Nudity was regardsd m@ﬂ ﬁm%m of undleaness. Since the sepavabion of
terunah »:i,m@;plmd a bensdiction which itself was considered an appedr
ance beflors God, no naked men could separate terunsh. Here Blijeh was
provided a reison dletre far s »;gimamae already being obberveds With
raspact b, his presenge in va nonwdewish éameaww, 'm,;jm @imﬁ:’s}:ﬁmm
'm ?:akmi« L:E h_';l;ss_ 311&%&3?&:&&%@3& He gonbends that, according to his

s@mptwal ‘vwm; a priost may stand in a non-Jewish semetery badause
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the bodies of Gentiles do not defile. The halakie charsster of Blijahig

instrugtion is thus revesled in this pessage in terms of its specific

lessons: the meuns test ie spplied in favor of e debpor, a nudérpevson

cannot sepavate terumeh, and a priest may appear in a non=dewlsh
oemetery, For sll thres statements, Blijab brings Seriptural verses
a6 proof for his apAnion, |

He does nob a:mgys; bring Seriptuvel verses as ovidenoe, Hlijeh
toaohes the sages important halakic lessons by virtue of their own
experience, On ome mmﬁsﬂma he taught Rebbi Jose the conditions of
worship by &é&*x’mmmg hie mim%ma%, The Talmud records, "It bas been

taughts R, Jose says, I was ompe treveling on the road, snd I entered

into one of the ruing of Jerusalem in order to PREY s m&;jah,: of blessed

| ‘mmmw, appeared and walted ’i“axﬁ*m@ ab the door until I finished my
};QI’iWa Afver X finished wmy prayer, he said to me, "Peace be with
you, my masterl" And I replied, "Peace be with youy my master and
" twacherl" And he sald to me, "My son, why dld you go into this
ruind® I replied, "To pray.? He said to me, "You gﬁgm tw have
prayed on the yond." I peplisd, "I Pfesred, lest passerseby might in-
Cterrupt me.®  He sald to mes; "You ought to have sald an shbrevisted
prayer,” Thus I then leayned from him three things: One must not go
- Anto a ruing one mey sgy the pmywi on the roads and if ong ;ﬁ%@&:&: gy
his prayer on the road, he ma&‘t’gm an abbreviated p:e’mwxﬂﬁg |

Elijah occapionally appesrs .mﬁa a defender of the Lntens of the
laws Thers ave vecorded indidents in which: Flijsh acts in the spi-
rity and not by *bm,k letter of the Law, mmjah onee. found a ehild
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langwishing with hunger and sibting on & dungheap in Jerugslem. It
turned oub that the okild was the only member of bhie family stlll left
alive. Elijeh offered to tesch the child words to live by, and the
ohild agreed to learn. Elijah provesded to vtesch the child the Shema,
but the ohild seid, "Be silentd For ome must nob meke mention of the
Lord's nome.” The child peacted in this mawner becaves be had not
been taught the trie service of the Lords JTmmediately be took oub his
idol and enbraced it end kissed it. Immediately thevepfier, his
atomach burst and he ai:i.m&.m

¥1ijah had tried to convinte the hoy thab explicit trusb in God
would deliver hinm from impending deathe The boy died bevause, unlike
Elijah who sought to seve his 1ife by acting upon the spivit of the
e, he abided by the letter of the law which forbad him to speak the
name of the Lerds

On another oocasion an individual being pursued by the Romans book
vefuge with Rabbl Joshuae The Romans demended his susvenderj otherwise
they would annihilate the entire city. Rabbd Joshus wrged the fugitive
o glve upa Better, he *izh«:mgm, that one man should die then a whole
oity should be slaughtered. The fugitive yielded and surrendered.
Blijahy, who had often visited Rebbi Joshvua, shunned hdm for many deyse
When Rabhd Joshus inquired for & reason for his sbsence, Blijdh exe
plained he would not associate with informers. Rebbi Joshua quoted
a Mishnah in support of big conduct, bubt Elijsh was wmoved. "Do you
consider thig & law for a plous man?* he asked. Other people might
 have been wight in doing what you did, tubt you should bave dore othere

Wise. “Eg



According to the law, the rabbd was pormibted to surrender one men
in opder that all the inbabitants might be saveds but & plovs man, for
Elijah, is expected to fulfill not merely the lefier bub the intent
of the law. Here the intent was to avold loss of any life. On another
wm&ﬁaﬁf Rabbl Joshve wes deeply humllated to Olvd oub that extreme
rigor wae mﬁ praisoworthy in ceremonial matters, Nlijsh pointed oub
o the disciple of the Rabbi the vnplsasent conseqguentes of oo rie
goyrous & decdslion by his beochere l |

In atlll anpther casie, Elijsh propounsed severs Censiré upon Re
Ishmael be Jose, R. Ishmeel wes williog to ach as & bailiff in pro-
secubing Jewlsh thieves end oriminels. Bven though the Law llterally
permitted such potivity, Blijsh agaln chemplonsd the proper spirid of
human oompassion. He advised R. Ishmael to follow the example of his
father and to leave the @@w&wﬁ?

Again, as a mitigator of the law, Elijsh teaches that outer ap-
peavente 1 no indicstor of o man's foner worth. What determines ine
dlvidual merit is not strict adherence to the letiey of the law, bub
. understending of woral values which the law should approach. A man
is Judged not by his sppearsnce bub by his dintentions. An exgellent
Lllustration of this lesson Lovolves on :;’,mmzrm% someming R Beroka
Hugosh, R. Beroke uged to frequent the marketplace at Be Lepal where
Elijsh appesped to bim. On one ovcasion, B. Beroka wanted to lnow
who had & portlon in the world to come Elijah pointed to a man woars
ing black shoes and no toe ;i’mﬂg,mw who turns oud to be & Jailers

As & jJadler he seeks to keep men and women geparate, to preserve the

o



chastity of Jewlish virgine sni advises rabbis of ewfa,;‘} decrecs againpt
the Jews. PBliJah slso pointed to two jesters who merld s portion in
the worldsto-come because they devote their lives to making people
happy and mmﬂ.«:’iﬂg argunendse ;

The lessen which Elijeh teaches i clear. Ouber sppearance does
not ensure favor in the slght of »&cmh Indesd adherenve to the letter
of the law often has no connection with a man's inner worth. The Jaller
openly viclates cerbtein injunctions regerding the customary dpress of
Jovm. He does not sven wear the fringes which g a Biblical injunctions
The two olowns engege in otcupations which; by halakde stendards; are
dsgracefule A man should devote his 1ife ideally to study of Torshe
Yoty according to Elijdh, both men have & portion in the world-i0-00me.
Both of them vivlate tha letber of the law only to [ulfill o grester
purpose. The Jailer disguises his Judalmn oxbernally to vealize it
internglly by helping other Jewy to perpetuste thelr faithe The two
Jesters engage in work that is scorned by the halelah, only to bring
happiness inte %.m. Lives of mhé:zm The intentions of & man's action
guarantes his lmmortelity, regerdless of his lypusgression of the
written law,.

Sometimes, in his zeal for the spirdt of the law, Tlijah re-
metded the stern end inexowable prophet whom Js%mﬁ feared. He never
lost hig old fanaticel zeal for the inbtert of halekic principle. For
Blijak, 4% was nob enough that a men ablde by the minimal demands of
the bhalaksh. More importent was the mood, the fesling, the naID

which accompanied ﬁm,wxﬁmmamea of duties. As svidence of this

15,



sonviction,; Blijah once siruck & mwan dead, because he falled 4o por-
form hig devetions with the proper rwammm m |

At anpther time, B. Bleszap, the son of Rabbi Jose once meb E1ijah
driving 4,000 camals m&vﬁw«&w@ne When e asked Elijsh to mmml Whe
nature of the load which the cemels were carrying, he veveived a strange
anver, "These vamels," sald Elljah, Mare laden with weath and fury

for iz.héam whe telk during thelr prayers. otk

B R A EEREE NN B

A & teschey, Blijah appeers primarily to the sages and seints, He
ravely sppesps to instrueh the YARD 0y . His appesrances 10 the
common men avg usually reserved for another functions to be discussed
ghortly. Vhethey BElijihts assoclebion with the scholar class in this
sapaeity reflects any distivciion in status belween thad cless and the
common people é}m only be conjectured,

EliJeh not only imparts his wisdom to individvsl sages, bub he
teaches the rabbis ag a group as well. He i8 o Lreguent visitor to
the academies. The rabbis never sammon Elijeh to lmpart his wisdonm.
He appeavs spontaneously and unsolicited., He delivers his lesson
without any specific vequest opr invitation.

| It has also been observed that Blileh mitigetes the law. His
instruwtion conslsts of practical m&c&mg and his atbibude teowsrd
Jegal prineiple is that lew is & nesans 0 an end, the end bedng prow
per ﬁtam:m%. Elijoh doos zm exalt the law for lbe own sake. Whothet
in his legol o moral, mmmcm, Blijah i comerned more wilth ree
aligtic than theoreticsl situstions. One of Elijahis functions ls to

16, -
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glorlfy the intent of the law in contrash to ibs content.

In blg ageedic beaching; Blijeh engoursges virtuves whioch are ac-
sessible to any man, lrrespective of his learning. HMoralliy does not
depend upon intelligenss. (ood deeds are svallable to any man who would
choose them. Hlijah's model of human exoellence consiste not in moral
perfection, bub in simple acte of service to obhers and modevation in
poreonal behavior,

Elljaht's aggedic teaching is slso degigned to provide comford in
the pr@ﬁ%ﬁﬁé of twying ciroumstences. Poverbty is difficult to enduve
pbil it becomss evideme of Godbs favers Blijeh ransorms o curse
into a Vleseing. Abaye is distraught with guiltefeslings wntil £1ijeh
reassures him that only his wmsual sensitivity and insight has made
him more prone to the bemphbations existiog i the worlds As part of
his inetruction Elijeh ia encouraging, supportive, and reassuring.

Elijah's slleglance %o legal principle in his halakic teachings
indicates the sxbernt bto wiich the legal sywtem has teken root. As i
doplied in Blijeh's statements, particulay declsions can be disputeds
bub not the system Liaddf. There are rules of avgument by which all
participants must ablde, and not even Elijeh or Uod gan overrule tie
acepbed legal discipline.

Elijah also displays considerable respedt for the lntegrity of
rabblnle leadership. Iven in cases of deadlock, Elijah doss nob av=
bitrate between éxm position or another. Instead, he proclalms bheb
both sides ave corrent. Whether intended or noty this deference which

Elijeh pays to the sages enbances the atatus of the scholars. There ds
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no appesl Loy decision beyond the opinions of the rabbis themselves,
From thw available evidence it seems certsin that Elijah wag re-

cognized as a ;mwéym‘:* of lknowledges The mm of his mmumww anong

the robble was wilversal. Not only was Slijeh's instruction prasiical

and useful, bub 1t was respected and sagerily-anticipated.
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HMighne and Tosefts at the end of Edyyothe
Menachoth 1Sa.

Ginsberg, L.y The Lepends of the Jews, Vole VI, pe 339
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Midrash Mishle 9162
Eliabm Rabsh 18:95; FElishu Zutaeh 1167,
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Eneyolopedia, Vols VIp pe Ihle '
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Opa 8ibeys Po 151‘3,;‘30

Babba Mesish 59, llla-by Megilleh 15b; Serakobth 32,

Berakoth 290

Arvistotle, Nicomochean Ethics, Hook II, 6.

Sukkah fsgélw

He would have survendered to the temptation of cohabliation,

*An old man® who lacks any move specific ddentifivcation is
vogorded in the Talmud snd Midrash g8 “the splrit of
Flijah." Ses Socing Talmud, Sukkah 52s, p. 2L9, Note L.

Baphadrin Q&Eﬂ-o

Yoms 19be These Jews ave not punished becouse Saten cannot
progecute on the Dy of Atonement. According to Rams b
Hama, this conclusion ie derived from the mmerical valus
of the letiers in el . Together they equal
36Le On 36L dsys of the year, Satan can aet as the ace

cuser, bub on the 365th day, the Day of Atonement, he is
gllenced,
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fher de Elishs ben Abuya. See &a&m&%@m ggg 3y Tooke IV,

Da ﬁﬁ@w l

Since Rabbab b, Zhills had intercedsd on behelf of Rebbl Helw,
e ﬁ%kmmimka wag moved 30 pardon He Hedy.

Hagglgah A5be
Shakbat L0FDs
httin Ta.

Tabamoth 838

Elisho Rebah dbedB, 70-00 and Blishw 7ota 2, 171-175 consist
of Blijsh's cooversabions with pesple who atoepted the
Wedbten baw bub not the Oral lawe In every case; ¥lijsh
ingisted on the soual validity of the Oral Laws

Hobbe Yewish %ﬁ?he

In cages where the scholavs differed in thelr opinions; Flijeh
was usually questioned s to how the problem was resolved
Cin the hesvenly court. Onoe bthe Sapes Were divided ovey
thw question as to why Esther davited Hevan to hey banguets
wibh the king. Rebba bey Abbs beseseched Elljeh to tell him
her real purposw, Blijab sogwered that all the weasons
ghven by the Tamnaim sod the Amoreln were true, Loy Hetherts
Javitabiony tw Haman bod many purposes. He gave & simdlar
augwer Lo the Amors Ablathey who argued with hils ooliesgues
over the reason why the Ephralmite who caused the war againgt
the tribe of Benjamin firet cast off his concublune and then
betams revontiled %o here Blijsh informed Rebbl Ablethar
thot the brubtazl conduct wag exploined o ways in hesven,
one according to Ablathar's conception, suother scoording
to his opponent, a@mm%

These incidents otwionsly invelve no legal devisions. Never-
thelens, they reflsct egein Blijuh's reluctance to are
bitrate betwesn conflicting opinlonse. ALL the interpretas
wons of the Habbls vegeive his endorsemerd. &1l are cone
gidered squal in aathoriby.

20¢ .



294

30,

s )

33,
3o
3,
36,
e
36

3.

10,
L.

Iovitdous 2788, “According to the means of him thab vowed ghsll
the priest value him.®

mmﬁi@wg 25525,

Deuteronony 23:15.

Babba Mesiah Lilm-be

Heraltoth 38

Senhedrin 63be

Gensole Rebeh 94 {end)s Yevushalwl, Teyumoth 8, 96b.

Terughalmi, i:’shamaﬁ 9y 39a. '

Babba Mesish Bla

Tasnith 22a.

4 Jew was distinguished by the presente of blue fringes and
the sbsence of black shoes., This Jew wore a disgulse in
order to sld his people and Judaiem.

Bapakoth Obe

According w Olnsberg in the legends, this legend is quoted by
many medieval authors Mmmmhﬂmi or Midrash, 1eg-

pectively, bub it is not found in the exbant Midrashim and
not in the Yerushalmi. ’
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Elijah as helper is a8 signilicant as his role of teacher. lHe ls
the Jindly benefactor of all deserving persons and utilizes his povers

to bhe advanbage of thoss whom he visite. So pronounced was this afe

soclation of good deeds with the pewson of Elijsah thal even in mewsianic

speculation, Blijah's primsry activity is the restorablon of mace and

havmony Lor ks m@pﬁﬁo'}’ The very name YElijah" became a synonym fopy

dove and reverence, supestabion and émp@ﬁ In beaven, Elijdh site at
the @rmaﬁ@y@ﬁ Une yosd is that of justice, the other road is one
of love. On the srrival of o wighteous pervsony Elijsh calls out "Open
ye the g;&wﬂ that the righteous nation that keeps Laithfulness meay
suter 10 utt Elijeh serves as the support of the Just and uprighte

The rabbls contend that when the Angel of Death vielts a city; the
dogs bavk, When Flijah the prophet comg, the dogs lgmggmg Elijah
is viewed by and lewge as the epirit of terrestial joy. Whevever there
18 Joy snd happiness, there Elijeh will be.

Thess speculabions, however predosinesnt they ape, depict Eiijeh's
sharacter as 1t will manifest iteelf in the futuve. They are largely
theorsticsl statements. As in the lest chapter, we ave nob comerned
in this study with the theoretical description of Elijeh's role. W
are interested in specific ineidents in which be testifies to the qua~

lities attributed to him. The following chapter imvestigates not what

help Elijeh will vender, but’ what support he bag slveady .Aven to pere

sons in difideuld clycumstances. The evidenoe for his identity =8 a

helper is yesbrioted to his recorded appearsned.
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Blijeh's compern for the plight of human beings may be subsumed
under four types of setivitys In meny sibtuations hs is a support m
those in need, gmmmlww when they avs in mortal danger of thelr
liven, % obher timeg, he sppears to bemellt the ;:m and the plovse
On sbill e:mzéw opcasiong he intervenss to reconcile opposing parties,
o vowolve aonfliot between friemie or lovers.

In his support of those in derger, Blijeh vsually intervenss to
gavae the 1ife of a rebbi who haeg been acoused by the seculsy avbhori-
m@m When the Romen beiliffs were pureuing Rebbi Meir, Piijah Joived
bim in the guise of & harlote The Rowen emissaries desisted from thedir
pursuit, for they could not believe that Rebbdl Melr would choose such
a exm;mm&&ns@ |

In Biijehts funotion as p:mmm of m::a m;m in dengers ib
will be shown thet there is e progression from passive sssistance o
g move sobive intervention. Xlijeh dege nod always perfom o herois
st or some. extraordinary deed o deliver his {rviend from dangere
In the incident Just cited, Elijah doss not resort to any aggreasive
aob of violence. His peoullar appearance ltself i suificient to dew
lnde the pummm% and to protect Rabbi Meir.

An ineddent wnioh portrays Elijdn in & move active yole ocours
in his vigit to Rabbi Simeon be Yohal. Eiahhi Simaon who spent thirteen
ngs; was informad by

years in a cave w epcape the Wmmm@ of the Roma
Flijeh mm:. the Jewsbalting emperor had died. Rlijeh assured Rsbbi
Blmeon be iﬁfmmi, that 1t was now safe to leave his hiding @mem@?

F1ijah 18 not here directly responsible for Rabbi Simeon's de-



liversnce, Rabbd Simson saved his own life by fleeing to the cave hilue
‘selfs Elijah did not put him theve. He only advieed Rabbi Simeon as
o the propey bimg to lenve,

Yore indicative of Elijeh's active interference to save a 1life was
his role ab the tklel of Rabbi Hleazar be Perate. On thiaz osoagsion a
won was rising to give evidence agairat Rebbi Eleager when Elijah ap-
peared as a dignitery of Rome, He sald to the man, "Ae miracles were
worked for him (Rabbl Fleeser) in a1l the other matters, so a miracle
will also happen im this one, and you will only be shown up o8 bade
Natureds The man, however, disregarded the warning and stood up to ade
dress the oourte ﬂmﬁmﬁy 8 written commnication from important meme
beys of the government had fo be sent to the emperor. The wan who was
aboub to tesbily was ovdeved to dispateh the communication. On the
voad, Elijah eaught up with him and huded him a distance of LOO pavae
gangs, The men disappesared sl mever mmx‘xwm% |

This inoident 48 not typical of Blijeh inasmush as he resorts o
viclente. Blijah usnally z:zpm"a’héss in a move subble fashion. He emw
ploys viclence only ae a last alternative. Dven in this ineident, it
is fwmporbant to note that i&lﬁ.ﬂ&h hoped that a warning would suffice to
discoursge the witness from teatifying. |

Rabbinie literature does record insbautes in whiech Elijeh achieves
his purpose by active interference vub withoub violsnce. His defense
of Habbd Shilas is a oase in pmﬁ.uﬁgg Ravbi Bhila had sdwministered
lashes to & man who had hed intercourse with an Bgyptian womens The

man then went and informed againet him to the government sayings "There

2he



s a man among the Jews who adminislterg the law without the p&mﬁmﬁ,m
of the goveramsnt. 1% an ofticial was sent to mumon mﬁmmu :
Woen he caney he way asked "Why did you flog thab wman®¥ He replied,
"Because he had intercowrss with a sheeass,' = They said to him,
"Have you witnesses?" Hs mjplm% 81 have." Elijeh if,hémpm cpme
in thelfom of a vP@mﬁim and geve evidence in support of Rab Shila and
axonevated and dige

sgainst the :mf@mx%a, Rab Shile was honorsbly
chargeds | |

. Rlijeh again intervened directly and actively bub without vigle
ence 10 his support of Nechum of Oiemo. Nachum vas senb to beer a

gift from the Jews to the emperor of Rome. On rouley; he was m@mﬁ by
barmm wheo relilled his vox with earth. When the emperor cpensd the
box and digsowreed thet the gift was just dirbt, he wes prepared to exe-
sube Nachusm of Glamoe Em;}@h then appeared in the guise of a Roman,
and suggested that thia was the dirt of A%z:&ak@a; which when thrown
turned into svords ard arrows. Vith sush a gift, Elijsh mainteined,
the emperor could songuer any foe. The empevor directed his officers
%o hurl the dirt, and indeed it did turn into swords and arrows.
 Naohun dmmediotely became a herce When the bandibtes discovered his suge
Gess they teo brought dirt to the emperor only to be execubed vhen the
- mivacle felled to M{summ

- This last incldent is unique in two respectg. Firet of all,
Elijeh may be sald to heve intervened nob only on behadf of one rabbi,
but on mm:;.f of the entire Jewlsh people. Nachum had been sent as &
repressntative of all the Jews to the empsror. Had Nachum faliled to
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please the empevow, his punishment might have besn shared by his
paople as wedle

Secondly, Flijah employed & wmirscle hers to ashieve his purpose.
It ds an uncommon instence in which ¥1ijsh operstes not through natural
provesses bub resorts to & supermabural event. Blijsh is not normally
a miracle~-worker in rabbinie literature. He possesses the power t0
w:@:ﬂ@m them bub vausdly relies on slbernadives normally aveileble to
any human belnge |

BElijah nobt oply saves Lives at the emucial hours He a:mmm@
taxa to those in need of sympathy and consolations He is not only a
guppord to bhoee in need of a deliverery bub to those in need of a
comforter as wells  He resvaluates Torasl's olrcumstences to provide
them with added strength and emtouvegemsnd to beer thelr burdens, |

Elijsh on occamlon would interpret the oppressed condition of
Iarael ag & slgn of God's love for His people. Tb i mp@m@ﬁm Phat
Biijeb wald to Bayr Hal Hel and others vay to R. Plessgay, "What is the
mesning of the verse, ‘Beholdy; I have refined thee, but nobt as silveri
I have tried thee in the furnace of affliction.® (Zeaieh LB:20)7 It
teaches that the Holy One Mlessed Be He went through all the pood gua-
ditdes dn order to give them Lo ﬁlarmiag but He found only poverbty.®

For Blidah, the ﬁmﬁ; that lersel suffeps iz n sﬁi&m of Godfs love.
Ingtead of @ hoardehip, poverty bscomss & virtues Sullfering is zm, e
dication of God's favors The plague of poverty symbolizes not rejess
ton Wb diving loves l‘ In the slght of Godg no other value eguals
| povertys | . , o
Elijabh comforts nob only the people ag a unit, bub ﬁmmm@ dne
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dividuals as vell. He responds not only to the plight of the matlen,
but to the despaly of peraons whose world has been shatteved by hmggemy;

The young widow of a promising ascholar questioned the justice of the
death of her husband. There was o scholar who could provids her with
& mmmﬁwy angwere Klijah theveupon went to @ee her and led her
to adni® cerbain fallings of hey husbands Through a sudden awpreness
of hia transgresgiong; the young wife was led to ackoowledge thab her
hvsband®s death was 5 dessvved ;ws;mmam%m ‘

Soms might srgue thab the help which Blijeh vendsred in this case
was questionable. FBlijeh does ﬁu@ém in apperently relisving a
measure of the widow's distress; bub doss sp abt the expense of the
huebandts character, I@\mﬁkﬁﬁm not have been consistent with Blijahis
compassionate nature to console the widow by degrading the beloved huse
band. The presentation of cogent reasons for his de,th, however cone
vinodng they might be, weres insppropriate for the occasion. On the
other hendy Flljeh may be defended. Hin zszé@m@ s to comford a
woment in her griel after the wisest of scholars had falleds That he
dirgcts himaelf to e woman te speolfic complaint and succesds in proe-

viding an acceptable answer satisfies the demands of the situation.
BliJah represents an objectivity in the presence of vew perecnal agonys
He oites the bad in & man's neture ab a time when husan neture iz ine
alined o revall only the goods. Still, however painful his messapey
Eiijeh provides stabllity and s sense of Jjustice under the most trying
slrompstonces,

dust as he indicates the Justice in seemingly unjust ocoursnces,
so Blijah works Justice wheve individusls have been unduly weonged.



Elijah brings satisfaotion to those who have been unfelrly treateds
Onoe a man camg into a sbrange olty shortly before the beginning

of the Sabbath ad did z:m know to whom to entiust his money which he

could not’cerry on the Ssbbath. He therefore went o the syvago o

where e ssw someore in tefillin praying. He gave the wan all that

he had for %ﬁ‘&}w@pﬁm, At the conclusion of the Sabbath be asked for
ite return, bub the seeningly plows refussd Lo scknowledge his posges-
glon of the monay. The pooy man realized e bed been dealing with a
hyposrite. When he fell asleep, Hlijeh appesred Yo kim and showed him
how 4o obbain his monsy Drom the wife of the hypoerite. When he awoke
' he followed the advice of Klijah. He nob only received his money back,
. bub also exposed bhe hypocrite for what he wwam |
Elijah 48 not onldy a support to those in dengey of life or in

need of comfort snd sabisfaction. He i also vegarded as the helpey
of the poors Whenever the poor ave sbassd or mistrested, Blijab
brings them new hope and faith. In most lmvtances, he seeks 10 ree
Lleve them of thelr miserable; slovenly condition. '

One man was o poor he had to do manual laboy in the field of
anobher landowner. Blijlsh, dleguised as an Areby cane bo visit him
and tell him that he hed seven good years in store. He muad decide
- whethey he wanted the pood vears imwdiately or in the Lutures The
poor man did not ab first believe the strange Arabs When, however,
Elijah returned, the man answered that he must consult with bis wife.
Together they deglided to take the seven pood years nows As they
mpm&éﬁg 80 thelr wish waz fulfilled. The man's children suddenly found
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tressura buried on thelr lande. As wealthy as they hecame, the msn

6 .
and his wife used thely money charitablye At the conclusion of the

geventh year, Blijeh came o announse that the seven good

over. The man requested to inform his wife before Hlijeh left, Hisg

yours were

wife pm;mﬁ%% t Blijeh, “LL thou canst £ind any pevson who will be
move conschentious stewards of the pledges entrusted to ua, than we

have been, & shall willingly yield them wp bo thee." God acknowledged '

that these people had made proper uee of thelr wealth, s He grented

b to them s a perpetusl pﬁmﬁm&i@n}? |
An inberesting point of this legend is the effect of merite wpon

Elijeh's plans, Elijeh originally intended to velieve the poverty of

By their charity and klndess

this couple bemporarily for seven yaars,
howaver, they accumlated sulficlent meyit in God's sight to chenge
Elijahis @m@im 1ntention. 'i‘ma ethicel merits of individuals
possess & ma&m power of thedr owne

Another priveiple mmh emerges from this legend, and whish
sharasteri ved &m&ﬁf Blijeh's entounters wmh the poor, is the pure
posive funttion cs:ii’ w&tka One may, as the couple in the legend Just
eited, ivherit wealth merely by good fortunes One retalns it only
by sound mﬂ%«m&ﬁm %i’éml*bh for the eouple in »z;mtw;i.mm provided
them with o sense of responsibility.  They showsd ﬁm%& they deserved

the riches they had asquired. 7
There are ssveral m&ﬁm& for which Blijeh will bestow wealbh

UHGR :ﬁamww' individuala. Rmbm;h bawe wm‘&m_wma & viotin of poverty.

Basguse of his dire clrounmstances,; he admitbed to Blijeb that he bed
no tWme o devobe to his gtudles. ¥lijeh theysupon led him into
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Paradise, told him to vemove his mantle and to £111 4t with lesves.

A8 he was sboub to leave, s voloe gald, ﬂ%%&m desives to snbioipate his
shave in the world to dome duping his aam} daye, a6 Habbal bay
Abbsh m_zﬁmﬁg?ﬁ REebbah bayr Abbshu threw his legves away bub veceived
12,000 denapdd for his upper garment because it retedned the wondrous
fragranse of the leaves of Paradiss, '

he violated the pmhibimm} of permitbing a human being to enter

dous is Elijah to wemove poverty for the sske of Torah that

Paredise priov to his death. Blijab ignored established procedore
in ordey to sllsviate Habbah's poverty so that he might devobe bis
ledswre time to ghudy.

8o weslous is Blijeh in his g:iwﬁem% and protection a:é the poor
'"that he %s%&ra disassociated himself from ¢lose friends if they mise
trested the needy. He @m%\d&m@w& an intinmacy of mawy years @bande
ing bedanse hie friend built a vestibule which wys so aongbructed
that the supplieations of the poor could not be hward ky mm within
the hf;mml'ég . " |

Elljah's synpathies for the plight of the poor even outwelgh the
valve of his most inbimate friendeblips. Ocosslomellys ag in this ine
olddent, his sense of wopsl mﬁpmmg,bmmg Lo the poor and needy tekes
precedence over other egually noble humen velues.

In one of his more commendable endsavors, Flijsh ammlw poverty
to enable & man to m%m his moral inbegrdty. HRav Kshanebh was oo
needy he had to me himeel? by peddiing hovsebold vbtensils. Once
& lady of high stending @n&iﬁwémd to Sores him to comndd an dwmmoral
act. Rav Kshaneh, prefereing death to iniquity threw hinsslf from e



1o, Though FTlideh wee LOO ;gf»amaang& aways be hastened to the spob and
gaught Rev Kehanah before he hib the grounds In additlon, he geve hin
meong anough m enalle him to abandon en oucupation thebt wes beset with
| x*mmw
| mijah wag no doubb impressed with Rav Kabanah's plety as well as
hie poverty, There sve occasions when Flijsh indicates that piety amd
géwx‘ay are related. Poverty alons is ot sluayes a sulfdcdent clrcums
stance o tﬂmﬁ”ﬁ Elijoh's assistancs. It should bs accompanied by a
HeaBUre nf'j@ﬁ.ﬁ“ﬁy ag walle

As testimony to this obssrvation, Elijsh sppesred ilu the gﬁm@ of
an Arab to a very poor wmen whose plety equalled his poverty. He gave
“the poor men two shekels. The men subsequently maﬁaiﬁm an impressive
fortune, Bub in his ceal m gather worldly treasures, be hed neglected
e perform dseds of plety and @ﬁ&ﬁi’iﬁyg as wm his former habibe mmm
agadin ag:mwm. before hime This time h@ﬁx took sway the seme %%’3 shekele,
and in 1o time sb all, the men was as poor as he had been previously.
Elijah veturned again and promised o restore the man's weslth 4f he
in turn promised not to permit bis large fortune to ruin his charscters
The man agreed to Elijeh's aondd tions, m;;em;ﬂswsm& the twe shokels and
vegained his weslth, This time he vemained in possession forever bo=
oause his plety was not mﬁmm«m by hia m@m@mw

This legend would suggest that Blijah served not only the poor and
neady in time of danger, but rewarded the plovs as well. Indesd that is
the ¢ase. His visitatlons to the mmxzs mnmmw a third ph«mes%l of
Elijah's role as & helper in Robbinic Literveture. It nmst have been
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otwious to the rabbis, as it is to us, thab good deeds are not alwoys
rawarded by persongl heppiness end suecess, The Book of Job ig aiple
testinony to that awarenssss It should also be no surprise then thab
Elijehs whe bolsters confidense and glves entouragement to so many do-
serving persens, should also communicate hie benevolense to the plous
a8 Wolle

There wes once a pious and vich men who was the father of a beau~
Pl end salnbly davghter. The young girl had elresdy been mevyried
thres btimes and had lost all mm@% hugbands, mm on the dey after the
wedding. One day a poor cousin of the girl becans oo ﬁ@m&%@%@ that
he oame o the zirl's father for help., While he visited with the
mﬁ}w,, the young men fell in love with his besutiful deughter. In
visw of hey previous disasters, the Lather m-m;fx but in vain to dige
conrage his nephew from mavrlege. Whlle they were standing wiler the
Huppah, the young couple wers wieited by Blijah who wapned the grooms
"While you are seated abt the wedding teblss you will be epprosched by
& vagged dirty begger with hair like nells. As soon as you see hims
d dridk before him and bs

hasten to sest him beside youy set food an
reody to grant whatever request he may make of yous Do as I asay and
you will be protected sgainst herme" Just os Elijeh hed predicted
the stranger arrived, but the groom did as Elijeh hed adviesd, After
the wedding, the stvanger revealed himself as God's m@@ﬁéng@r who was
sont to taks the young groom's life. He insisted thab he would not
listen to eny supplicstions He would Just permit the groom to bid

- favewsdl Yo his wife. SHill the bride argued with the angel; "Torab
distinotly exempts the newly-wed from all dutdes for a y&swéga ie
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you d@px‘;ws wy hugband of his life, you will gf;ﬁm e to the Towalis
Tm&énpm God commanded v;m amgzai Lo d@g@mﬁs. When the miaﬁ:ﬁrw em@
te prepsce the grave »i“mf fbha groom, vhey found him well and Wh&amaﬁa@

In this as in other mestings with the pious, Flijeh sought to
secure thely happiness and avold unnesessary sorrew. Certainly no worse
tragedy could befall any young bride than the death of hey belovad en
thelr wedding day. WElijsh provided the means to avert this impending
disaster, end in so doing, rewarded the piovs for Phely i‘é&tmu&maﬁm

It :Lss' alpo lnteresting o mm in adciimém the manner fin which
the bride proves her case against the angel of death. 8he does so by
clibting e Seriptural verse. ,*Zimﬁx an mfgﬁmm, sven i_‘fm" C%c;zi,, ;L@ss ;i.méfut»
able. ALl parties involved, including the Creator, must abide by the
i.n;jumﬁmm of Torahs God himself is compelled to assent.

A striking parallel to this legend is the emnsounter of Rabbi Reuben
with the engel of death. The angel of death told him that his only son
would have to dis. The y:imm man was regigned and aveepted the xﬁwmag
but asked only ong favor. | He requested a delay of thirby éaya a0 thab
he might arrange for his son's marriage bﬁ:ﬁfmm irm Ciié‘é‘,@e The anged é.,c«u
gulesaed in B&b‘:&g Rmman_'ﬁ x'@gguwsta Rabbd Reuben mm mv One mi hm
meating, fmri on the thirtleth day he progeeded with the arrangements
for his son's wadding Pessts On that day the bridegroom méf& Elijah
who told hin of his approashing death. ke h;igx :ﬁ'aﬁhew, the s;cm B~
cepted the gslﬁmm@wm;muﬁ zpmwm; Elijeh m&m "‘S’W*. %m angel wwléi
appear ln mﬁ gulsa of & rageed dirty begger. He ﬁmggaamei that the
son receive the angel in the kindiiest menner and to insist thet the
&ngﬁl partake of their food and drink, Bverything nappamﬁi as Blijah

33



had desevibed. The angel was o moved that he revealed hig identity
a% & beggar and was softersd by the entreaties of the Lather amd the
pleas of the vrides Doth reminded him of the exempbion fyom duty
grantaed by the Torsh to newly-weda. The angel then sppeaved bafore
God and presented the petition. God vesponded by granblog seventy morvs
yoars to Rabbi Reuben's amm%

In this legend the youlg man is redeemed bWy the same Torah posssge

which redeomed the groom of ouy previous midrashe There is however,

one sigmificant differencs. In this incident 4% is nobt Ood who relonts,

bub the angsl himself who in tusn presents the petition to God. Oup
previous legend includes no such astivilty by the angel.

The support widch Elijeh offerg to the plous is nob always noney
or bhe pift of life. mmmiammyﬁm %aﬁ.@%m@ provides them with
deeper insights or added strengths to enduve bibter havdships. One
such cass dnvolved Rabbl Akiba. Rabbl Akiba's rich fgther-inelow
would have nothing to do with him or his wifoy becauge his deughber
nad marrled Akiba pgalnst hie wille. ALL that Akiba could afford for
hie wife on this bitber cold night wes strew Yo sleep dn. He aould
confort his wife only with sssurgnoes of love. Elijah then appeared
ag a peor man and begged i’w straw for his wife who was in childbirth.
Akibe and hie wife thus reaiised thab thelr migery was nob so great,
and that Elijeh had sustaimed the courage of the pioudss>

Elijeh had revealed to Akiba and his wife that as hopeless as
their gituation sppeared, there wers others who suffersd even more.
Elijeh's statemend wag a kind Mm@mm consolation dvmemuch as it

suggeated not how fortunate they were, bubt how much more migerable

3ho



they could heve been. Nevertheless, it was a realistic and effective
remedy for Alklbe's despalrs To that exbent, Elijshis observation was
& helpful onge

Elijaht's sotivity is not yeebricted to deliverdng the plous from
death, poverty, and physical pain. He somstimes serves to alleviate
mental anguivh end sulfering. & very salntly man was once punished
migled into sin by a Pemale demons

for his excessive pride by being
(od wished to humiliate hinm for his pride in his conbtinemse. Tong and
intense were the mental sufferings of this plous man who could nob
forget his sins for a momenbe Aftor he had been humiliated for a suf=
Tielently long time, Elijeh vieited bim to inform him that the beau-
tfvl wman who had enticed bim wee not a humsn being but a spivid,
and his sin wes thus not a real mm@m

Athough Elijah most often appears to rewsrd the pious for thedr
- devotion, he slso differentiates among them according to the degres of
thedyr mepdb. ALl men who pragtice plety are not egually commendsbles
Boms are mors righteous than others, snd Blijeh emphasizes the disting-
tone The story is told of two plous brothers whe were both highly
@iﬁ’&%ﬁﬁﬁﬁl@dwz.{? One provided for hls servants as for his own table, while
the other permitted his servants to eat sbundantly only of mea fivat
courss. OFf the othey courmes they could only have rempents. Accord-
inglys Elijsh often visited the fivst brother. Ho ignoved the second
brother.

There was anobher pair of brothers who were similarly esteemsd.
OUne brother wag avoustomed to provide for his servante omly after his

own needs were first satisfied, while the othey brother attended to



the newds of his seyvents firgt. Dlijd often eppearved Lo the latter,
but never to the formere2o |
Both these ':Mg,mm puggeat the sane lesson. Neither brother neg-
Jected his sepvante. DBolh weve concernsd fopr thelr welfave. Hoth
brothers were piovs. The difference beltwesn them wos nob one of kind,
but o of ﬁ@gw@@' ¥lijeh, by his presence or absende, indicated the
extreme plety of ons, contrasted to the limited piety of the others
There i one further sspect to Elijsh's role s & helper in rab-
‘binie literature. That sspect comserns his fwrotdon ag e rveconodlar.
Elijah eccesionally roveals himgelf to yestore peate between friends
or huabend and wife. He serves to heal the wounds or seal the rift |

that has ocourred oub of misucdsvetendiig or & vash moment of tempers

' *{mm ig the fawillaey bub appropriabte legerd of ﬁt&éa womar: Who ars
mw@}m late one Friday evening, because she had allowed hergelf to
be detsined by & seymon preached Ly Rabbl Meire The women's husband
gwore he would nob permlt bey Lo enter the house wntil she had apat
in the face of the rabbl. In the mesntime, Elijsh visited Rabbi Wels
and explained to him that & plous women had £allen into a diffioult
z;:melmmﬁ on his accounte. In ovder to help the women, Rabbl Meir
aﬁmmm that he was looking for somsone who knew how to cast spells
which were performed by spitting into the eye of the affiicted ons.
When he caughd sight of the womsn whom Elijeh ted designated, Babbi
Meir asked her to try her power on him. The woman hesitated to do so
until the good rabil dnsisted. Having spab in Rebbi Meirds fove, she
wes thus able 1o comply with her husband's veguirement without disrege
pect to the rabbd. Through the efforts of Elijah cunjugal happiness

! .
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way restored o an innocent and loyal mm.w
Ho other legend could ﬁmm@mwﬁm nmore adeguately Elljah's deep
consern Loy ne'a BIvw .  Regerdiess of the nature of the conflict
Biijah is apsociated with the spirit of dompatic tranguility that re-
atores kmmmy to & dissonant household. This perticulsr legend is
distinetive alse inssmuch as those who profit by Elﬁw;jaw@ congern re-
madn wnaware of thelr bensfector. Those who benefit from Blijeh's
astivity wsually vecognize the one to whom they owe thelr gratituds.

Aogbher mm%mm«:m of Elijah's tendency o reconcile enemle
dnvokved Rabbl Judsh ha Hagl himself. Rabbl Judah had been saffering
achee  Blijah finally sppeaved

for wany days fyrom an agenizing toobl
in the gulge of Aav Hiyysh the Blder end cured Rebbi Judeh's pain by
laying his band vpon the sufferer's cheek. When Hiyysh visited Rabbi,
Judsh the mext day, Rebbi Juwlsh kissed him in gretitude for his sev-
vices When Hiyyeh explained to Rebbi Judah that it was not he who had
mfi‘m%& the cure, they both knew that Blijah had visited them. After
he realized that Elijeh had comsiderved Hiyysh worthy of telking his ep-

pesranca, Rabbl Judsh paid %&m highest respect to Habbl mmrah.m

LR N N

From the evidence which k#m baen presented, it is clear that the
rabbis viewsd Elljsh as a friend and counselor whove ald could always
bo counted on. MNor would it be unjustified te concluds that this func-
vion constituted one of Blijdh's most popular roles. In the Tamnaitic
and Amovaie pﬁwﬁ,ﬁﬁﬁi Blijsh mg&mﬁ 8 speclal vigllance as the protector
of the inucoent and as a friond in need. He hovers ower the Just and

3
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plous and is ever present to guard the persecuted individual against
avil or to snateh him out of denger gt the last moment. He in likewise
the defender of nv2 03I%w  and protects ties of love and Lriemiship

Lo m@@mﬁmmﬁl With four strokes of his winge Flijah can tvraverse

the ww:&x%ﬁ 2 Henoe, no spob on eardh is too fap removed for his help.

Az a summary these remarks would nob be Lrulbful i€ they weve only
o recount the invidents which have been already cited and evaluated.
Theve emerges however from the material which bas been corsidered cer-
tain charscteristics of Elijeh 4in his role ag helper and supporter. It
is the purpose of these tonmsluding remavke to elavily ﬁm@ charagter-
istics,

Blijah slways appeaved to those in need without & summons. Not
ong legend was uncovered in which an individual called upon Elijsh for
alde He always appesred unsclicited. In his role ss o teacher we
fouwnl that Blijeh exhibited the same tralt. He sppeared to selected
individuale spontaneously and of his oun volition.

Elijeh most elways disguived himself. Ocomeionally, he sppeared
in his own identity. More often he sssumed the guise of an Avab, &
Rowan digritary, a Porslen officer, a begger or even a harlot. De-
pending upon the demends of the situation, Elijeh assumed the most
effective manmer snd the most acceptable forme To influsnce Rowmane
on behall of a Jew, he asppeaved ap o Roman g;emimv To impreas Aklba
with the sdvanteges of his own humble position, he appeared a8 a beggar.
Elijah's guise often depended on the purpose of this missione

Flijah did nob render add through violence., Bven in resoulng the
rabble Lrom death, he asvolded physical punistment of the oppressoyr
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wherever possible. Only as & lash altewnative, when no other choice
was available, did Blijeh resort to bodlly hamm. In &ll otheyr instans
vesy he achieved his end elthery by his own activity or thyough nabural

eireungtans

fifte

Elijeh amm% aeted to pressrve bumen life for ite own sakes Ylie
Jab helpad M%mm threatensd with death nobt becavse of thelr merit, but
vevause of the circumstances, The rebbis all shared in common theiy
oppiession by Rome, m,;;m gought to relieve them Lrom thab yoke, He
«:im not question the Justice o injustice of Rome's position. He wae
@:mpm the defender of the asvoused. It is gﬁmaﬁm@ that Blijeh always
aﬁmﬁ:m innotence mﬁ righteousness of the rabbls, and, hence, mo
defense need mm besn nade for me 56411y in all such clroumstanses,
the convern was the %évﬁng; of thely livesg not the ;ﬁu&%&@é of thely
CANSS. | "

Contyasted to the sbsenve of any moral congern in his attenpte
to save rabbis attecked by Home, ¥lijsh very definitely exhibited
that considerstion in other civoumstances. Elijsh rescued a man from
his poverty not ircespective of his chavecter, bub becsuse of it. He
sustaivned & man in his new-found wealth only if bis movel conduot
conbinued to mrit it. In other words, Blijsh did nob serve ga é, ners
dispenser of pleasures and riches for the meedy. In 4ll his encounters
with the poor and plous, Elijsh fulfills the rewayd of the righteous.

As be i described in the Tannaitic and Amovele sggedahy Elijeh,

as & protector and benefastor, was & very friendly and appealing
chavaster. No matbey how dismal or Mmzmm life wag, one would al-
ways £ind comfort in the confidence that Elijah might help. Elijsh



vepregented the splrit of personal conern and support, a gusrantes thab
no matter how desperate the situetion, the m@mm man was never on-
tAvely forsaken. It is not unlikely that Elijah's appeal and populerity
can be traced to this funstion in rebbinie literature.
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In the Mishna and Togsefts abt the exd of Bduyyob, there is g
dincusd.on on the meens by which Blijeh will restore penge
and harmony in larsel. ALL the views presuppose thab
Blijahts chief mmwmy will bae the matwamm of family

purity.

Jewigh feyolopsdia, Volume ¥, pe 122

Pirke Rabbi Bliszer 15.

Ibide

Babba Kamma 60be

Abodah Torah 18b. The Telmudic psssape also records the opinion
of those who maintain that Blijsh did not sppear a8 & harlobs
Ingtead, they conbend that he strusk his one fimger in the
foud of the heathons and then sucked the other. It then epe
peared that R. Mely was assovlabing with & heatheng the :
Homane thus geve up puvsult betause, sgain, they did wob
belleve it likely that Re Mely would assoclate with such a
Sompanion.

Shabbab 33b,

Abodash Zovah 17be

Barakoth 506,

He acoused R. Bhila of sdnimistering the lew according to the

Jawidgh vode, and not according to that of %h@ gacular
governmentbe _

The text (Mevakoth 5&&3 later notes that Beyptians wers compared
to she-seses. (Bes Bzellel 23120,

Sanhedrin 109a; Taanith 2la.

Hogegigah 9be Through this inberpretation of the Isalah pagsage
that follows, Blijsh atiempts to assusge bthe hurt and dise
- comfort of his people in ite afflletion. :

&iﬂﬁbbﬁﬁgl;a&wbé Elishu Rabbah 18, 765 Aboth d'Habbi Nathan,
Ghe 2y e

Jowish Enoyolopedias Vole V, pe 123
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The emphagis in the Midrash is on the merit of this man's wife.
Afber his song find the tressure, the texb reeds,
«IPWON AWK Anwyw fn 31y KnyT anat aMapa® naen 9o

The coupls use the money, on the wife's suggestion, fov
eharitable deeds, so they cm merit to keep the wealih.
The woman even inatructs one son fo keep a list of all
the persons they helpe

Rubh Zuta 55 - The Midrash comments on the cheragter of Rubth
and adds that men who marry good women fulfill Torkh Lrom
beginning 0 ends Indeed the redemption of the generations
depends upan the merits of righteous women. Then follows
the midragh Just cited aboub o mon who lost all his possese
aiong, bubt vas redeemed by the virtus of his wifs.

Babba Meia 1lha<b,

| Kiddushin lOs; Babba Buthys Tb. According to the Mishnih o

porter's lodge would ggem to be an Improvemente
Rath Zute 50. | '

It wild m noted sbove that Elijeh seyves firsv a8 a helper to
those in desperate need of hiv defense and secondly a8 &
benefastor of the poor.

Bavteronony 2hs5e K3¥2 NR® RY AWIN SUR wIR npe ¥
2p3 97T YD 1Yy mngv R’

: LIPY MWUR OINWR DR MOWI DOR aw 3n%ab geny
Yhen & man hath beken a new wife; he shall vot go oub o
war,; neither shall he be charged with any business; he
shell be free ab home ome year and shell make happy his
wife whom he hath taken."

Tanhums Heaminue 8, The legend sbout Rabbi Akiba's daughter in
Shabbat 156k hes obviously inflvenced this legend. Astro-
logera prodicted that she would die an the day of her wedding.
That legend would have been Lfulfilled had she not scted Judie-
elouglys At the moment that a serpent was about to ebing her,
ghe hastensd to the door to give alms to a beggar. Instead of
beodog killed by the serpent, it was killed by hers

‘Maaglyol Mo 1 From Sofep Hemaasivoth in Judith Montefiore

College Rgport fov the year 180495, This midrash also
appesxs in  ni127Tn nawy 3-8l where Eiljeh plays no
port ab alle
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Bubery, ®2nimIn waTn  Book Wo. 1, pe 203 TYerushalmi, Bhabbat 13be

Ketubob £la.

Ibide

Deubevonomy Raebba 8 (End) See parallels in Yerushalmi, Sotshl,
198a; levitious Rebba 919 and Numbers Rabba 930 wherein
imﬁ@&@ of "Elijah," the agent of no2 widw L8WTIpN N1

roghalnl, K'laim 9,320t Oenesis Rabbah 3313 and %g%;
?&nﬁm Bouk Hoe 1y pe 215,

lmpends Vole IV, pe 203.
Berakot I - relates that Michael btraverses the world with ove

atrokes Gobriel with two, Elijah with four and the Angel of
- Deabth with elghbe




The functions of Blijeh which have alveady been described may be
ineluded among hig "major® roles in rabbismde litevature. Guch roles
ave "major' inasmuch as they recur with considerable vepularity. They
reflect the predominant characteristics wkxwh the rabbis agscciated
with the famous Biblical prophete The stuadent could not probe the
rebbinie texts bo any extent without digcovering the identity of Eilijeh
ag & teacher and a helper.

Purthey investigation; however, reveals a nuber of “mincr? roles
for Blijsh, There ave ococagions when Blijeh appesrvs in uncomnon guises.
Buch occasions are not av Lrequeand as to sugeest that they ave typioal
of Blijeh's funttion in rebbinde literatare. JIndsed, they occasionslly
demonstrate qualities contrary to thoss which ave toemally asoribed to
the prophete

The following ohapter will attempt to study some aspects of these
imingrt roles. It is interesting to observe the variety of identities
which Elijeh assunes and to search for m&m&tﬂmm of their origiog.
Why did Elijeh sppear in a particular m;g,é‘? Why were soms of his funse
tlons emphasized to the exclusion of others? Why wers these uncomuon

rodes of Elijsh pressyved in various compllations of midvash and hage
gadah? The answers to theme questlons do net fall within the scope of
the present study. The questions théamwlwm s however, are ralevant,

They are the conglderationg which arcused this student's curlosity in
s discovery of such "minorY yoles, Ib was suwh comsiderations which

motdlvated the inclusion of this chapber in the present study.

Lé}.i.a
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Blijdh dows not dlweys sppear as the friendly companion of de-
peyving individusis to render them aid snd support in their howr of
trials There sre instancves io which Elijsh revesis & rather steyn,
haveh quality of his nature. Such incidents do not Lmply that Elijah
s oundust or wicked. They only suggest thab 0 some minds bhe was nob
always a mmﬁi‘wﬁ@‘ or sympathetic friend.

Most indicative of Elijah's sealousnoss and ocoasionsl rigidity
is his assoolation with Xﬁmmme Serdpture tells us only that the
name of Blijeh's home Was Jﬁ%ﬁh«u@m@a@@l The rabbie add, 3‘3@&@%@;

" that he wag a priest, identicsl with :?bfxmm.g Phinoas wagy in Scrip-
s, the ﬁ%ﬁ&&mm@w for the honor of God, who dlatingulshed hime
self on the Journsy thyough the desert. According %o the Rabbls,
Phiness &lso pleyed o promivent rols in the time of Jm%mg

- This mm&mﬁ&m of Elijah with Phipess is supported by sslected
legende mxmh desoribe Hlilsh a5 o man of vengsance and fiery zeal.
The mi&mﬁk;& rolatos that Lesh called the boy whe was born by Zilpsh,
her handmaid, from Javob, Gade Oad, the midresh comments, means
"forbunes” or it may mean "the cutier,® for from Gsd wag descended
the prophet Elijah who brings good fortung to lsrgel and who also
suta down the heathen world.

There is also a later ﬁ.@g@mﬁ{’g which weppfts that the angel of
Edom will flse for vefuge to z@-&h@ byt God will sppear there, and
slay hime Tough Bosvah is oms of the cibtles of refuge, yeb will the
lord exercise the right of the svenger therein. He will seize the
angel. by his hadr, and Blijsh will elaughter him, letting the blood

gpatter the garments of fmdoé’ |



These popular notions of Elijah's function for the future consti-
ke a violent, gory ploture %’35 the prophebe. This characterigation
contrasta sharply with the friendly; pesce-loving, non-violent Elijeh
fourd in so many rabbinie souwrces. These unpleasant, unfriendly cone
nobations of Ulijah's role are nobl rvesgeyved solely for his future acti-
witys Rabbinie literature records specific situations in which Flijeh
revealed his negetive qualities.

Among those m%amm are otoasions when Elijsh spreaved ©O ré-
primand the rabbis for their conduct. Ho soolded them for wrong dee
clglong or poor behaviow. Rebbl Joshua ben levi incuered the dige
plessure of lijeh, because o man was brutelly mangled by a 1ien in

ad the rabbl was o some exbtent res-

#

Iront of bhis houss. Elijah olals
ponaible because he did nobt pray for the prevention of such m@mﬁmm;?

Thig mg@m possesses & nuber of menses. It veflects Elijehls
congern Loy the wnderdog, his compasszion f@r the vietim of & horrible
disagbor, It reflects also ﬁlﬁx;}&h“&ﬁ vary exaslbed standapds of con-
duct Lfor men who profess virtus. From the man of mamg@ chevacster,
Blijsh expecte m&gy 8 noymal degree of plety. Fronm mé rabbis, howe
ever, to demanded an additionsl messure of compsssion and morel sene
sl bivity. ‘ |

Tor the progend purposes; however, I would indicate by this legend
@m mu&l severity of the prophete It is not unfair to conclude thab
Elideh was partioulerly havsh with Eééhm dJoshus ben Ievie Yo ovdimmyy
man would be expected to anticipabe the ovourence of sush misforbung,
o lese anticipate hie responsibility for theme BElijah expeclted extra-

kb,



grdinayy virtue from his disclples and rebulted them firmly when they
digeppointed hime
| Bomptimse Blijeh even inflicted punishment himgelf upon the plous
for thelr Lreilties and fpilures 80 That they would wmersl thelr ways.
A vich and learned young men once declded to take up é@m trade and
@wﬁaw&im. Bipe he &id not koow whabt 10 choose, he declded to eXe
ploye the possibilities mmm be made up hie mind. He firet viesited
the marketplase to sbudy the life of the merchants. When he sew that
sonmeros was conduwbed by lying snd cheating, he refuped to become &
rerohante ?izm,w he noticed s man %ﬁ.;mxs@ the wi&%g ond asked him
what his business wes. Eiijch veplied, "I t41) the soil to provide
food for myself, my wife and ny childrens the poor and the needy, the
wdmads §F the Dlelds, the Lowl of the alr, and the beasts of the

earth." The young men decided to become & tiller of the soil and
stayed with Blijsh. Blijeh took the lad into his oun hovse and of-
fopred to ML any of his desires. The ;@:mg man wanted mmly to be
warried. Since Elijsh knew who wus destined to becoms this lad's wife,
he took the young man to her and they weve marrieds Awid his vew happy
circumstances, the young men forgot his promise to becoms a tiller of
Tl migi,. On the seventh dey he wes atill covorting around with his
bride, when BElijeh appesved. Bllijeh announsed that his punishment for
negleoting his work for move thew the neual seven days would be sgeven
years in glavery. Elijeh's prediotion wes fulfilled. Whils the young
man was wwm@gg, in the river, Blijah mg@mﬁmp sodzed him, and carpled
him off o a digtant cowntry where he was sold into glavery. The young
man's wife did not complain, ‘but wes convinced that whatevey God did was

hte



for the beste Jhe setiled down in the place where her husband disep-

peared and opened a stove for the sale of sorn, hoping that her husband

would retuwn i;m the course of time. After five yeors she vecogmised

her husband 8 a glave of a corn msrchanb. When the young Men told his

wife that h:i.ﬁi senbence way f@r seven yoars of mm& he atill hed Yo
garve %m, they sepavatad w:wkwuﬁ a mmmm My the end af the
saventh year, BElljeh wtﬁmﬁ the lad to his wife &mﬁ they lived mp»
g&l}? gver a@:ﬁ’*twe? |

The stmsm of this widrash is & gubble one. ’E‘m legend purports
o exalt m@a f&i&hﬁmm mﬁ this ymm@ wants wifes Despite the hawds
@mw and heavtoche, ma ,;wxag brdde mﬁmw loyal and devoted.bto the
mont she merried. The @wmm m el@giamﬁ a8 o sincere, earnest Tad 4n

ssmmh of o worthy *ismﬂ@s or pmi‘waimg The degend then magg%m thab
the mwa:mﬁ of an honest, mm@l@ and yighteous men of imt@gﬁ%y :i.& &
ﬂﬁ.ﬁ,‘%}hﬁﬂ, dedicated wild. ,

%m&lg, Blijeh's veprdmend im mi,a legend is &xﬁmmly &z&r&m ﬁmm

,cimmm the young man deserved some rebuke for a lweach of wmﬁ,sm,,

put Blijeh ovev-oxaggersted the extent of the am | Seven years in
slavery 48 no 5‘@1&% sentence for violating the seven dégmﬁ absence from
vork. Elijah is not the sympethetis, uderstanding helpsr whom the
mtémé et ealﬁmm’ea. He é@m not axcouse this young mands aotiong
a8 -‘emm éaff a confuged nevlywed. Inatead; he pmmumw & shern
Judament -agwn hiine Aﬁ i thet were not enough, m.;jmx ﬁmm 1ot even .
releant after five yuare, wmm after having seen his wife, i:m FOUNE
man returns bo slavery wﬁ.%imm, complaint. It ls uncomcon in rabbinie
Mrerature %o meet Elijah am suoh an unyielding rebulsr.

8.



ficer of the ugly vessel.  The inhs

One of the most famlliar legende which depictd Blijdh as a va-
primender ie the m%mg wibh Simeon the Son of Bliezer. This greab
Tanna stood in need of correction on aceount of his great conmeit.
When he was once eturning from the Mmyg he took a walk on the
beache His m;wﬁ was swelling with pride at his atboluments in

Torahe Suddenly he mebt a very ﬁg:ly man who sald; "Peace be with

you Rabbl.” Instesd of acknowledging the gmmmg Simgon seld,
"0 how wgly you ave. Is iﬁ pogsible that all the mss:i&%ymé of your
town are as ugly a8 you?® "I koow not,® he man repdled, "bub go Yo
the Master Artificer who created me and sy, 'How ugly is this vessel
which you have fashioned.®" Elieszdr then realiszed not only tm WrOng

kg

‘he hed comulbbed, bub thet the wgly man had condemmed him to death.

Simeon humbly begped the pardon of the mme The ugly men, who was
again Blijeh in dispuise, continuved to x*é:ﬁ'w him to the Magsteyr Arti-
bitants of the town sernestly

plesded with the man to fovgive the great Rabbi smm ond bo pre-

tract his curse. Eventuellys Flijeh mmp%ﬁﬁ his apology, provided

that the E@mﬁ; woudd promise never sgain to commit the same W&i’éﬁﬁgél@
‘The most striking illustration of the severity of Elijsh's re-

nds 49 told in the story of Rebbi Anan the prophet. Someons
beought Rabbi Anan a mess of little fish as a pmmﬁ% éa.mi ot the
same time, be mk@ﬂ- the rabll to gm'%m a9 the Judge in o lewsult in
which he wag invelved. Under the @immamm;m Anan refuged %o adoept
& pift from the men. In order to prove his sense of Justive, the man
then urged the rabbl to take the fish bub aseign the case Lo another
Judge. Anan a@mm@ and petitioned one of his colleagues to ach
for him, bevause he had disquelified himeelf from serving as Judge.

b9e
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| .M's legel friend infered thed the 1itigant was spparenily a kinsman
éz»;i? Avane Gopsecguently he showed himgelf particulsyly compleisant
toward hism. A8 a méul%,th@ other parby to the sult wes denied an ob-
gmm hearing. He falled to present his side as convincingly as he
miglt otherwise have done, and eo be lost the po— Elijoh, who had
been the frdend and teacher of Anan, subsenuently shunned his presence.
He mlﬁ.mmi ﬁh@‘ﬁ *&hav injury inflicted on the second party to the sulb

@m dus to Anen's @mmsm@%a Anen was deeply distressed. He @ﬁ»
' served meny faste and offered many prayers before Elijah appeaved to
| hism agalne m’én then Apan wes not favored o view B1ijah himgelly he
tad to :b&} ﬁmmeamﬁm Just listening 4o Elijeh's words without bee

his fateert

| 'MQL 4774 L

 Glosely sligned to the vols of Elijeh a8 a veprimander
funetion ag @ censor. In both chavacterizations, Elijeh is harsh and
 pundtive. Some individual commits s ervor which incurs Elijah'e

io his

flerce anger and hostility. The distinction betwesn the bwo voles is
angder Elijah both scolds and pumishes. He

8 m:sm@ Orge  AS & veprl
' mmm m%m .mmi%@ﬁ on those who have erreds A a cangory Elijah
does not promounce any sentence. He expresses his genuine disspprovel
and digmay, but he vefrains Erom grecuting pundshment on the offenders,
*rm fam::m:ag ireident m.mwwm@ Ellﬁ.j@ifx in this spevilic role of a
CEnEOY, |

Rabbi levi sadd, "It 45 selated of & certain vuler in Roms who
m.m&wm nis father's treasures, that Elijah come to him and in a
dream wpbredded hime *Your fathers amessed and you mmmimé@;“



Blijeh did not stir from there untdl the ruler had veplenished the
*ﬁsmmwm.m Hoye, the prophet scolds, bub withholds the pundshmert.
flijah thus possessges other quallities besides morcy, Sympathy,
and love. Blijah is not only & tesshey and o helpers He is alseo a
veprimander, o severe oribdic ond a stern Judge of humen conduct. No
incident swmarises bether these unfriendly sspeots of Elijeh than
they story of Rabbl Jose and '%;M prophelt. It ig said that Tlijah's
rigor in the Biblical narrative ones &mﬁm@. Rabid Jose to secuse him
of belng possionate and lrvascible. UJonssguentdys the legendery Blie
Jah szmmmwm nodhing to do with him for & Mm@ times When FliJek
_ i‘imlw resppesved and explained the cwuge of his withdrewsl, Rabbi
Jose sald he only felt justified. His acousablon of the Biblical
Flijah could net have received s move etriking weszmmﬁ.ax;}

Rabibd Jﬁam'a sxporienta with the. legendary Elijah is a direch
ﬁ%’v@mm@m of the rabbinie attitude bowsyrd the early, Biblical
Blijah, Bilijah's gensitivity snd temper 'm his encounbey wri:m Babbd
Jose arg present slso in the rebblnle spesulations sbout the PAblical
Hiijahe The rabbis exhiblited that attitude in their @mwmml He b
vities, particularly in thelr interpretation of the pessags in I Kings
1950l=16,  There Elijeh exhibibe his sesl for Jod, and Cod in tum
saddenly comuands Blijah to sppoint Flishs ss hig suecessor. The
Crabbles offer the following explanation. The misdeeds of Isreel mwele
led to suoh a mubgr that they could no longer count on NIAR NIOY «
They overdrew thely account of meyitue When they gave up the signh

of the Covenant, Elijsh could no longer contrel his wrath and acoused



Tovesl before fiimiam God met with Blijah and conveyed thet 16 was

bept to defend, not to accuse Isvasl. Blijeh, however, was inexor-

able in his zeal for Gode He would not velenb. God then commamded

him to sppoint Blisha as his successor. "I cannot do," God says,
a9 thou wouldst have me. Though Israel hes W@rﬁm@m wmy altars,
and slain ny prophets, of what concern is it @,@ ‘ﬁhﬁ@?"&g

Elijeh not only rewards the righteous, he punishes the wicked
ag wall in heaven se on savth. He who @mw & woman wworthy of
im (impure descent), will be placed in the stocks on a pole by
Elijeh and will be flogged by m.m

There ave other Muinor" roles ascribed to Eliﬁﬁh bogides thoss
already disoussed, Amobg the most delightful of them £l1 is his yole
28 & teller of divine seorots, This fumtion 16 intimately consected
with Elijah's identity as the forerunner of the Messish. In rabbinic
mwg*a%m@ it is E@Li.jah who reveals how often the world stood et the
brdnk of the megssianic age only to be thwarted by bumsn feay or weak-
nesse  Blijeh revealed this phenomsnon by disseninating to man the
wopds and thoughts of God. Oun cucasion Blijah sppears to cobspire
with man apaingt God Almighty. ¥lijeh sometimes reveals more than
he should. -

Besides visiting selected individuals, Flijsh was a regular ab-
tendant at the avademy of Judah ha ﬂﬁm; On one New Moon day he wag
late. The resson for his latenwss, he explaised, wag that it was his
daily duly to awalten the thm@ patrdisrchs, and to wash their hands,
80 thab they nlght offer vp their prayers. After their devotlons,

526
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ke had o lead them back tw thelr graves. On this particulay day he
was delayed because of the musef service for the New Moon. BElijdn

. added that this worship procedure was & tedioue affaiv, FPach patri-
aveh had o prey one at & tiwe, IL they all prayed together, thedr
prayer might be so efficecious that Ood would have to fulfill it amd
even bring the Messish before his times Rabbl Judah asked Blijah 4if
there were sny three men on earth who could gqual e patriarchs in
the efficacy of thelr prayers. FElijsh answered thut there wers three
such men, and cited Rebbl Hiyysh and his two gons. Rabbi Judah celled
far o day of prayer and fastiog and surmonsd Hiyysh and bhis two sobg.
wi for wind, a storm arose. Wen they pebi-

When they ubttered the wo
tdoned for vaing it poured. When the prayer vcame for pennn nevnh 4
| the@;m was gregb conmotion and exoiboment in heaven. Biijeh was severly
punished by fiery blows for rewsallng the secret of the effivacy of
those three men in preyer. In order -iz:; ?mwnﬁ Sudah from effecting
a resurrsction, Elijeh hed to assume the gulse of a bear snd put the
- gongrogation to Mgmqﬂ '
£iijah ome a&m@m,m a gcholar the fievy chariots in which the
plous ascend to the heavenly academy. The scholer lost his eyeaight,
~ beeansge notwithstanding B1ijeh's warning, he looked ab the chariot
s:af: Rabbl Biyysh and its lustre blindsed mmum Again Blijah had re-
vealed & amz% too poweriul for man to cope with,
Blijeh g &nmmmatim of heavenly secrebts does nob mw&:m L
sult in diseppodntnend.. Sometimes Blijeh's secret knowledge belps
to sugtaln the wirlds He advises individuals to rest sstisfied with



their blessings. To expect from God move than one bas expectsd is
to duvite dissster. Ood will sugtadn the world only so long as man
submite W H:i,a authority and does not usurp His prerogetives. Rev
Judeh onse saw two men -ﬁm@%ﬂg breads Ood then cauged o famine to
oscur in order to teach them o lesson. When Rabid Judeh saw how
starved the people wers, he told his disciple, "Remove my shosg."
When the di@@iy&sé removed ong shoe, the raln begen to falls Before
he took off the other shos, Blijeh appesred and sald %o the diseipls,
"God saye 1L you take off the other shoey I will lay waste the wrlds nld

Throughout hle sxperience with nmankind, Elijsh was alwsys sen-
glvive 1o the despest hﬁmam yearnings. To the rebbis be vwas a
favorite compamlon, semsons who brought heaven a 1ittle closar to
sarthy, and & friend in whom they could confide their fondest hopes
and expectations. The rabbis often felt free to discuss with Elijeh
guestions of falth and theology which they might not have even broache
ed with any other heaverly figure. BElijeh is in the unigue position
of being Cod's messenger and man's iuntimate companion.

T rabhis even discussed with Elijah the date of the srvival of
the Messish. Blijsh once sppeaved to Hebbl Judeh, the brother of R
Salla the Plovs, and said to him, "The world shall vot exist less
than eighty Pive jubllees, and in the last jubilee, the son of David
will coma.® He Sella asked Elijeh, At the beginning or ab the end
(of the last jubilee)?" DBlijeh replied, "I do mob kuow.' "Shall
this period be completed or not?" R. Salla asked. Again, Elijeh
veplieds "I do not knowe" R. Ashi said, "Elijah spoke thus to R



Salla, "Before that (last jubilee), do not expect himg afterwards,

_ 20
thou muyest awalt him.*

In the course of this conversation, Elijsh suggested that a man

| ﬁﬁmms:i sot as Lf theve were notspecific date for the messianlc age.
Wore the time i‘@:é the arrival -@ﬁ m Mesedah known bo merkind, ﬁwﬁ
&mﬁamby wémie% desiat Lrom 4m its moble efforts mwm gocisl
Justice and human brotherhood. The coming of the Messiah should mot
even be anticipeted witil the distant future. Were 1t othervise all
human ﬁﬁiﬁ&@;&ﬁm and smbltion would gean.

HHBEETLRBRER RN

These functions of Elijah which heve been termed his “minor®
rolea contribvte nuch to an wnderstanding of his plece in rabbinio
literature. The rabbils saw Elijah 28 s personality of wany facets,
He was not mersly » beacher w a friend in need; he wé.ﬁ also an ire

rasgible gentleman, zealous for the honor of Cod, and quiek to punish

those who would violate bis rigid sbtandards of moral conducte It wes

soothing to bask in the wermbh of Elijah's comfort and sympathys it
was equally bitter to suffer the fury of Eiijeh's violent wrath,

The variety of Elijeh's roles demonstrates most adequately his
umanity. Bven in his intemperate Mnﬁa, his concern was for the
welfare of all mankinde mm@ is subjeot to the same moods and
temperg of all bumen beings. These e:mamgm of character, depending
upon the situation, only undsrline the reslity of his person. Blijah
was no iocarnation of truth and goodness. Such virtues he defended

with dntense vigor, bub he was egually subject to £its of anger and



ragee
The humsn charscter of Blijsh stands outb :m-b@m mliéf when he

48 seen as the teller of divine secrets. In such incidents he almost

shores the exhubebance, impatience, and eézgxﬁ.@my of a teenager who

56

possesses valuable information for his respected peers. Tlijah abt times

cannot contain himself, for the message h@ bears i so vital for mane
kind. The variety of Elijeh's roles is significent also for its hnts
comerning the development of the prophet's legendsry chavecter. The

many funetions which Elijab serves would indicate that the legends
which describe him were not preconseived. The pearsonality of Elijah
in Rabbirde folklore é@é@l@p@z& dynomlcally and spontaneously. What-
ever situation seemed sppropriabte to iﬂf&ﬂﬁﬁ@ Flijah, there he ap-
peared. The gtories about him were invented and recorded without
rveference to pre-established criteris or stendards of consistency.
Were this not the case, it would be difficult to sccount in any
‘&y&&%@m@m@ way for the wmsual, unpredictable psrsonality that wes
Elljah. Happy or sad, Iriendly or angry, sympathetic or havsh, all
these gualities were facets of the Biblical prophet, transformed

by soms yeb unknown procasd,.
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CHAPTER _IIL NOTES

I Kiﬂg&? :&?515

In Babba Mezish 1lhb, Blijah is regarded as a priest, bub Phineas
is note. The ldentification of Phineas as a priest gocurs in
Pirke Habbi Elizer Ll Targum Terushalmi to Exodus 6318, to
Numbers 29312, and to Deuteronomy 30sh.  In Numbers Rabah
21:3, Phineas is identified with Blijab.

Avoording to Leviticus Habah lil, Phineas le the Yangel of Godt
in Judges Z3ke

Geneais Hebah Ti:8,
fbkde in Telkub, Co 1, verse 133,

According to Telmudie legend (Sukkah 52a, Eliehu Rabah, Che L,
Pe 20) God will slay the yan 3°  on the Day of Judgment,

Maklot 1la.

The man $1lling the soil is Lli;’mh. Bee Ginsborg, legends, Vol,
6y pe 336, Note 97.

Asereth Hadibroth 85-86,

Teanith 20b. See Rashl snd Tosafoth on thie passage.  Rashi
notes that there ere 0¥MDV0" who ldentify "the ugly
man' as Blijsh. Tosafoth cites Devek Erels L wheve'the
ugly men® is known as ¥lijeh. Bobh commantators observe
that our passage 14 Taaoith does m'i; read "Hlljah," bub
only "an ugly mane"

Revubot 106a.

Goresls Rabahg end of 83shie

Sanhedrdn 113b.

Pirke Rebbi Elieser 295 Aboth d'ubbi Nathan, Che U7, pe 1293
aee also Mekiltes Bo 22 on mmah'ss gael Lor God, bubt not for
Ioraele

Shir Hashirim Hebsh 116,

Leviticus Rebah, Che 3hi8.
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QHAPTER ITX NOTES (CONTINUED)

vZL% Babba Meziah 85b,

18, Toide |

19, Taanith 2hb. Rashi explaing Blijah's statement to mean that
the disedple should not wesry Uod with any further prayer
“since God had already snswered hig spacific request,

204 ~ Sanhedrin 97be



It 48 diffieult o Judge objectively the merit of one's own
efforta to deal with a theoretical problem. The problem of Blijahts
role in Baboinic liﬁ%ratﬁxa is complicebed. Certainly ne single
gifort would provide an exbaustive anelysis of the subject.

I had x%ﬁmgnizﬁd early in wy resesrch bthabl the following study
would by necessity be limited. Flrst of ally, 1% eould nob pogsibly
include all aspeots of Blijah's role in rabbinle literature. Time
and the enormous quantity of materisl reatricted my cbservatlons to
selected aspecte of the prophet'e character developuent in rabbinic
Judalsn. |

S@aaﬂd&ﬁ,_i withdrew fyom any exbenglve iuterpyebeiicn of the
materlals I relrained from @al@ula&ing‘th@ slgrifloance of any loe
vident beyond its relatdon to the category wnder which I had subsumed
ite The preceling study dd not inbtend to offer any comparative
analyels between Elljsh aud other BMblical hecvows in rabbinie litere
ature, Nor did this breatment provide an elaborate wnderstanding of
the Elijsh legends agalnst the background of vabblnie theology. Sush
omissions do serve & posdtive function. They indlcate the encrmons
tagk whdeh awalts ong whoe would exbaust the snbjest of Elijahe

The present study can claim certaln achievements. It inltiebed
a gtudy of Blijah as a legendary figura. There has beon surprlsingly
little research devoted to an snalyels of Blijeh's vole in the rabe

binic periods There are collections of aggsdic maberisl which deal
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with the aotivity of Blijdh, bub they are not analybtic. Most such
gtudles only reproduce the svellable mabterial concerning the Biblical
prophet, They offer vo commentary or explanation of his place in
Jewish folklove, They often ignore the faot thet the person of Bli-
Jab is invoked by the pabblig, not to glorify the prophets but to
teach » meaningful lesson.

In the preceding poges, I abtempled to demonstrate that BElijah's
appsarances served a purpose. The rabbis vere not mcmdmg simple
hallueinations o day-dresms. They were moet often invoking the
presence of the prophet Flijeh te lend suthority to a movel maxim,

o leged teshnicalidys or sioply s peveonsl viewpolot. Blijsh serves
mach the same purpose ag meny legendary chsracters. He is impordant
primaxily with msmm& to the qualities he represents.

The wost important contribubtlon of this awéy has been ivs
analyeis of specific agpects of BElijab's vole in rabbinic literstuve.
We have asen that Blijab served in diverse campasities, all of widch
 were manifested as different facets of his personality. It would not
serve any wveselul purpose merely to repeab in summary the evidence
which has already been presented. There dves vemaln, however, an
interesting problem which could be treated as pm of this conclusion.

In the intredustion to this dissertation, we recalled briefly
the activity of the Biblicel prophet Blijah end suggested that the
Biblical nerretive ought not to be lgnored in stlempbing to undepe
stand Elijeh in rebbinle literature. The presept task bthen is to
explore the relationshipy if sny,; between the Biblicalj or historicel
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Biideh, and his rebbinic, or legendary, counterpart. For this purpose
it might be belpful to recolleot some of the rolea which the rabbis
aggdoned to Blijah. After we have @:mem his legendayy mmz% we
may be bebter prepared to relate it to his Biblisal chavacter.

| - We discovered first of all that Blijsh wes vonsidered a teacher.
Ho advised the x*a%;m@ mot only on mabters of mwmmﬁy and ethical cofie
duot, bubt on guestions of physicdl Gemfort and vm«%ma:; peacse of wind.
He taught the rebbis proper modes of conduet and behavior in all areas
of 1ife. He was also an ingtruetor in the proper cbgervance of the
lar. He @h&m@imm the spirit of m‘ Law and vetuked those who
ablded only by its letler. He demanded congistency end soughd to
sstablish o haymony %@w@m ;mw.wﬁ intention and outward observanse.
Blijah was a teacher of uvnmsusl sensibivity, passionately concerned
for the welfare of the individual and his relationship to other per-
BOUS. _ . |

In Chapber 11 we explored the aspsot of Elijah's vole a8 a
helpers &i&a&mbﬁ.ﬁm Judalam vi@wm m,jawh =T é&m ﬁ@f@m{i@w and benge
fagtor of the poowy the neody, and the oppressed. Flijsh fregquently
appe-red to corvest wm:agg@ which had been conmitted or o alleviate
%m dangey which threatensd the 1&#@@ of irnocent psargmmaa_ Wherever
Justioce weg viclated, there was m.jm prepered o protect the pere
socubed. He was, in short, the chawpion of the underdog.
Finally, we observed Elijah in o number of minor roles. Thers

wers ootasions when Elijah appesared in guises whish wexe uncommon

for him inasmuch ss they wers irvegular. Among these minor roles



was that of a mpmmmﬁwa According o the mbm% Biijeh possessed
a fisxy temper. His svprort of a cause was often accompanied by re-

lentless wrath end fury. He wes severe not zmll;y in bis rebuke mt, in
his punishment ag well. IV was even suggested that Blijeh i*mqu@nmy
the offense Ly imposing unreasonable penalitiess Elijeh

axagcerated
was for the mmm% an wweonmprondsing moraligt. He refused to bargain
on ﬁme%ﬁﬁ.mm of ethical prineiple. As vereiful es he waz in his Hug-
port of the ﬁ.mm@mm &0 was he merciless in his attack on the wicked.
'f;'mm wag for Elijdh no excuss fov prostitubing :mz!al valuwse

 In addition to tmm specifio roles, we noted still ether qual:‘w
ties which the rabbis ascribed to Flijsh. Elijeb was depicted 8
the prophet who was zealous for God, In his unparalleled fervor to
serve his Master, Elijah occasionally abandoned his defense of Isvanl
t0 besome her accuser. According to the rabbia, Elijsh tolerated no
breach of faith in Yshweh. He iz the angry prophet - angry with his
pecple on behalf of his God . o

The rabbis alwo sseribed mivacles to m;}ah. Normally they wewe
reluctant to credit him with supernabursl powers, because such en
attribute detrasted from the yeality of his person. The rebbis were
most concerned that Blijaeh aypéw to be a real person, uot u Lignent
of buman imagination. ﬁwmmm% as a 1@% vesort, Blijsh exer-
cipad mi.mmmua@wwm H«a would geve rabblis from dezmx by eliminate
ing key witnesses at thelr trisls. His supernatural gifts pernitted
him to achieve hie ends wien sll other meens faileds It was an ag-

gurence that, regardless of the colvoumstences, Blijah could always
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bring deliverance. His capscity Yo work miracles testified alzo to
ig shatus ap a divine nessenger.

The lmmediabe question whioh all these roles and attributes suge
gogt is obvious, What relationship, if any, exists between the PAYHOTIs
ality @mmw by the mbiéw and the Biblicsl prophet who fivst ape
 peurs in i Kings 177 Is there any connection between the Biblical
and rabbinie figure, or did the rabbis mmwmm name F1lijsh as _
their benefactor and ascribe to him wistever qualities they chose? -
 The rabbiric literature definitely identifies the KiiJsh of legend

with the Biblisal prophet, They are the seme person. The question
of kaem thay ave related i shus Jlegitinete, o o

The answer to this problém is not simple. The process of tracing
‘historicel persondlities to. their embodiment in pppular legend is a
é@mpm@&ﬁm—. tagk. It i¢ a procedure which is beyond the scope of
this present studys An adeguate treatment of this problem would de-
© mand extensive redesrch inte the nebwre and development of folklors.
Bven 4f such en investigation were underteken, thére would very likely
vemain questions for which there were no cerbain answers.

- This thesis, however, provides s begloning towsrds @ solution
o the problem. I would sontend thab by comparing the Biblical nepr-
rative wibh the rabbinic materisl alresdy presented, cevtain helpful
observations reswlt. A careful comparison of the two Biijshs re«
veals definite cluss concerning the emerpence of the later legendary
charaoter from the earlier. The following comments will provide

those clues. The method congiste in a pregentation of relevant Bib-
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lical passeges which mey serve a8 possible sources fopr the Elijah of
rabbinio traditions

m the first plave, Blijeh i a convenlent and likely candidate
for & Mg&ﬁdaw roles He ig the only prophet whe never dies, Bince
ke aseends into hesven while yeb alive, it is only reasonsble t0 sup-
pose that he gontinues his activity in the celestial spheres. Horee
ovars 1L Blijeh lives forever, he is free to move about among men in
any generabions It is mob strange then to Lind the rabbis speaiing of
the prophet's continual sppesvances, Flijsh cen dwell in theiv midst
ag can any humen belng who iz fully alive.

The Biblical Elijeh 16 o sensitive teacher of moral Gondutte
He advises eertein individuals of proper ethical behavior and stan-
dards of deceney. The ineldent of Naboth's vineyavd (I Klogs 2Lsl-
2L) is a case 4in poinb. Elijsh emphasizes the moyal inguatice of
the sonfigoation. - Hepeatedly, in his eriticism of Ahab, ¥lijah
apcuses him of having violated moval prdnciples. He i3 s bad king
becavse be is unethicale

Elijeh is dkewise concerted as a teschsr with the proper obe
servance of the law. As hn rabbinio literatures he inists on the
gplrdty rot the lelter, @:ﬁ“ s dowe A vlassio exemple of this prine
eiple ocourred in hiv 'mxmw& with the priests of Basl on Hount
Garmel (I Rings 18:17-40)s Elijah dlaplays an impatience for hypoo-
rigy when he ordes, "How long will you go limping after .’b’m:} diffarent
opinions? If the Lord is God, follow himj bub if Besl, then follow
hime" (I Kings 18:21) Elijeh deploves individusle who think in
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ong direction, but sot in another. For Blijah, lew pertaing to & man's
ouber conduet and gpirit to bis ioney motivation, and there must be
consistenty between the two. The action must mﬂﬁam to the belief.
The performsnce of a given law should be motivated by the propey
spdrdts One cannot believe in Yehweh and a6t for Bagle |

Again in the vase of the conliscabion of Naboth's vineyard, ¥lijah
compaigns Lfor the supremagy of the splrit of the law. In his selaurs
of Haboth's property, Ahab had acted ascoprding to the letter of the
lawe He had secured the vineyard through Jezebel by osbenglibly legel
maong, - What then was Blijeh's complaint? The prophet protested thab
Ahab had ignoved the intent of the law.  The law iteelf is intended
to safeguard the rights of individuals, mot to deprive them of those
rights.  4hab had violated every moral principle in his process of
soieure and had thus avoused Blijah's contempt for hypoerisy and Ao
cepbion. Thé rabbinic vole of Blijsh as a teather and defender of
the spirit of the law is not entirely absent im his Biblical career.

- In the Bible, Blideh :@im comss. to the eid of the oppyessed and

| persscuted. A in rabbinie Judaismy; he 1s & helper to those in nesde
In his Journey to Zsvephath, EBlijeh met a widow who, with her son, wes
destitube and pwwh:;’w@m*wk@m (X Kings 1718«16) B1ijsh enabled them
o obbain feod and fuel for an extendsd period. He wven brought the
gon back to life, | |

Certainly,; Blijaby is a helper to Naboth. Abandoned not ouly by
legal defense, bub by the legal pmm;;a iveell, Naboth was ﬁealpleawe



His esﬁ,%&mm seemed hopelesys and he was probably racked with despaly,
Ho wven losb his life ot the handz of a despot insare with power and
luste Elijah arrived ss Neboth's defender. He stowmed againat shab for
his wanton abuse of awthority and misuss of office. Though he canme
koo late o save Naboth, Blijsh acted as his avenger in delivering the
gurse of death upon Aheb and his line. In maymﬁ %o Nabobh, Blijah
agaln acted in *@’m} Bible ap the helper of the oppressed and pergecubed.

The rabbinie descyiption of Elijsh's fiery bempey lg nob abgent
from the Biblicel accounte Tige and again, Flijsh hulds looss his
wrath and fury ageinst sinneys and offendera of the moral code. After
tils contest on Mounh Carmel, Elijeh did not dismiss the prieste of
Baal with merely vonstructive oviticiam. Instead, Elijeh commanded
the people, "'Selse thé prophete of Baalp let nob one of m@m e80ape.
And they selzed thems and Blijeh mugh% them down Lo the brook Kishon,
and km},@d tham there. (I Kings 18:40)" Sush condust havdly suggests
8 man of pabtlence and undersbanding.

Onte more in the &mx«y of mmm and his viheyard, Elijsh revesls
his furious temper in his condemnation of Ababs He cursed Ahab "for |
the anger to which you have provoked me end betsuse you have nade
Tarssl %o sin.® (I Blogs 2L:122b) L jah m;mwﬁ the pundshment in o
Ungertain terme we Tanyone bellonging to Ahab who dieg in the ¢ity,
the doge shall eaty snd anyone of his who dies in b open countrys
the birds of the sir shall eate" (I Kings £1123) Uven in the Hitle,
Elijeh was meroiless in his Jjudgment of the wickeds

Other gualities abbtributed to Elljsh by ths rabbis osour in Bib-
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diesl passages. His sealousness for OJod emerges In the events lmediebe-
1y following the conbest on Mount Carmel. Afver having fled fyom Jozebel
who seeka his Life for thw glavghier of the }Bml prophets, Elijah *&wi@a
aconfesses,; "I have been very sealous for the Lorde.o® (I Kings 19510,
i)

Elijsh is famous in the Hible as a mivacle-workere Tndeed his
supernatural powers abtbain more prominense in Seripture than in yebbinic
véﬁdmm %é:u the king sends a mpmm of fifty with Tifty men to arvest
f:%li,j‘sh, the prophet exelalme, "If I am o nmen of Ood, Jet fire coms down
£rom heaven and consume you and your Fifty." To be sure, the fire sp-

poared and xmmﬁ Blijahts word., Elijeh perfoymed this mirecle twice

in succession, One of his lasb miracles occouwrped just prior to his
m&mx&m«m 4o heaven.  As he and Elishs were shanding by the Jordang
lijeh ook his manble, and rolled it wp, and struck the wabter, and
bhe mﬁwvmﬁ parbed Yo the ons slide and to the other, L1l the two
of them could go over on dry ground." (IT Kings, 2:8)  As was obe
served sarlier, the rabbis were relustant to asoribe miracles to Blie-
dahe Scripture, however, vecords suoch inoidents us memorable events.
Shertly alter parting the Jovdan, Elijsh ascends to beaven in the
fiery chariots. He never dies, bub departs from this earth while he
is yet fully éamw.

 The parallels in Seripture of Elijsh's yole in rabbinie liter-
ature mey be no more than that - parallels. T do not suggpest that
the rabbis Looked to the Bible to Justify their deserdiption of thelr

folklore beroe -Nor do I conclude that the rebbinic character of



Elijah 18 & direct p@ﬁm&a of his Biblical personalitye. My only wotive
in citing thess parallels was curiosity. The Biblicel snd lsgendary
Blijahw were not entirely dissimiler. The emphasis mey be diffevent,
Ascording to Seripture, Blijah appears 40 be mure bthe stern wnisomproe
- mdedong Judge. In legend, Blijah's friendly snd kindly gualities ave
move appevent. Nevertheless, the two characters exhibit considerabile
gimilority. One can detect in Scripture the outlines of a personality
whose characher was expanded by subsequent folklore, It seens N0 4¢-
wldent that the rabbis chowe Plijah sz thely champion of justice amd
friendly bensfastor.

These remarks suggest a fradiful ares for future study. The
proegent thesis sought to provide a pertial engwer Lo the wmm,
"ihat was the role of Elijeh in rabbinie literatwe? Iven more ine
Priguing would be an invesbigetion of t&w "yt of ﬁl@j&i‘;@ﬁ roles
Why d:i,d Elijeh sssume the guises secribed to him? What fastors ::se:»za;»»‘ "
teibuted to the development of the legendayy Blijah? Sueh a study
would be intimabely connected with the genersl ;&mi:«iﬁam of falllore
and ite principles of &W@lmamnm Perhaps Elijah shared many qualis
tiels in common with other fulk hevoes that esrned him a plﬁw in
Jewish legend. To solve the mystery of Elijeh's developing chavacter
in rabuinic literature, to understand ite ovigine and the faotors
which determined it, would alse define the place of any folk hevo .
in & people’s history. The notdon of legend and folklore as an ine
fluence in humen culbture is a fascinating one and should encoursge

further study.

68,
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Denteronomy 23815
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Vo MIDRASH

Aboth d'Rabbi Nathan 238y L7129

Aserath Hadibroth 838k, 05«86

Deuteronony Rabah 5(end) |

Genesls Rabah 3333, 71:8, 83sh, 9hlend), 9615
levitious Rabeh l:l, 939, 3438

Mekiltah, Bo 2a

Midrash Mishle 9:62

Humbers Rabah 9330

Plyke Rabbi Eliewer 15, 29, 3h

Rubh Zubah 50, 55

Shir Heshivim Rebah 136

Tanhume 1t 215, 7120 - |
Tanne debe Blishu Rabab L3200, Ah-15, 15376, 18595, T0-80
Tanna debe Elishu futah 1el67, 2:171-17%

Talkut Bevbend 13133
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COMMBNTS ON THE BIBLICORAPHY

For a proper undersbending of ¥lijah, the lmportanse of primary
sources canwot be overemphasized. No mstier how sdeguate the secondary
‘mources, the originel texts Lfrequently provide personsl ineighte neb
provided elsewhers. The Hebrew text suggests nuances snd implications
which faxfé lost in translation. The use of language often reflects the
abtitude of the author and his own responge o the prophet Filjahe
Bearing this in mind, that there is no substitubte fov originel resesrch
in this mm L offer the following comvents on secondary waterials

whdch I have wtilized.

Ihe Legonds ofuthe Jews by Louls Ginsbevg was an extremely useful
texte 1 found that the authorts voluminous accumvlation of Lootnotes

was partioularly helpful. Ginsberg collects and cites primary sources

which otherwise would hove been inasccessible te me. The textual mabterial

i concisey relevant, and to the pointe A prime virtue of these volumes
is their objectivity. OCinsberg presents all the available litergbure
and leaves the interprebive task to the reader. Occasionally, mg P
ferences are incorrectly elted, bub such instances are so rare as to
e mggl:%gi,bmw | A

The Anpn 4n the edition of  IAOYR 2T ¥an Ly Meir foh
Shalom i8 virtually an exbaustive colleotion of psssages dealing with
BElijehe The maberial is organized under topleal hesdings suggesting
the varlety of Elijeh's funotionse This 7B was helpful in pros
ir:mm@; some additional legends about Elijah not vited by Uinsberg.

T30
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A gimilar work to the natpn Yo INPPR a7 Kan is
YRID® N19803 KO230 IR by  nIvHAd WYIYR , Thie

work is also & colleetion of passages involving the prophet Elijah.
Much of this book is organized according to Blijeh's conversations
with individusl rebbis. For my purpose this organisation presented.
some obgtacles, I had bo sift thyough much of the mammal m £imd ree
latively few legends whloh were not found eleswhere, As a general ree
view of the charaster of Blijsh, however, the volume possesses gonsiders
able merits |

The Jewish Encyclopedia provided background matexial on Elijah ag
a Biblical prophete. The account of his aotivities in that work is
adequate but sketohy, It is helpful as a review of the earlier Blijsh,
bub not as reliable for a detalled study of the prophetie personalibys.



