
S~\ii,~d ·in pvtial :i~U~u" 
ot th• ~~<-!uiNmi'Atil lo'¥! \b' 

I~~i· ot A;rt@l itl !Wlb:NW .~titlllll:t>t$ :O~~t'l~ 
ud: 01'41•'11• 

nm~ UMIOI oo;w.~ ... JiiM.UUl lNSTl!UTll fN' MLil.lION 
C1m~l&ti,. Ohio 

~Cb.IP .J.~6~ 

R®tG~e.ti 
Dr"' Eug~M Mih~ 





Irit:roduet.ion • • .. • • .. • • .. "' • • "' "' • • • • • 1 

Oh.apter I ... Elijah &3 & TeMMr' • .. • • • "' • • .. " l 

Olle.ptel'4' !I - Elijah at a Helper • • • • • • • • • • 22 

Ohaptero :.tII ... Some Mino:r llolfl!I o:t ll1;ja'b • • • • • 4h 
n ~.a vonulusion • '. • • • • .. • .. • • • • .. • • • .. • • ;.;!7 

:ff!SUMJ&g~.1 01 ~d • • e " e e e • " • • • • • • • o e 69 

Ei:lbliOfll"&.ipby • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 71 

Oomment'1S on t.be .flibliogJ"a.phy • ... • • .. • • • • • .. 13 



I ~hou.ld like to eJtpress my {iratitude to 1everal per1on~ who 
,ave of their timfll: md i>a.'M.~Me :tn .ord$V. that this thesis m.tght be 
writt~.u1., I am most deeply inMi'bted to TJf3' thesis adv11or" Dr. Eugerli 
Mihaly, whose kl1owledg1iJ 19JtUiS.,~t:i:v:Lty,. and devo'bimi he.V«:l 1n1pi:r(!!Jd soo 
in zny own ~tu.die$ in rabb:U:dos and philosophy.. 'l"h$ w~alth Qf in• 
$::l.$hts which Dr. M:thal;r sba;rec.\ with me i11creas~d im;:{!eaeurs.bly 1XtY' 
u.ndf:lrstatldif.li ot Eli.jab.' s role 1n :rfit:ib1r.li.o li terat .. ur~. I bop(!) tbat 
th.iaJ (lffort .w:i.:Ll, in so1ne deg:r~e, ref'.l.ect the invaluable asl13i~tanoe 
he ha~ rGndered me. 

I tNhotild. like to tb~'U'lk Mrs .. ItlNa ilfli!Jx 'Who so ~3..0iou~l;r con ... 
stJ·nt.!td to t.yp~ thita th~s1s in its :tinal form. Mt•s" Alex not on.1.y 
handled th~ m@chsnic~ of tbi1 final draft,. but oont;ribut~d as we:u 
in tbs proof ..... rtiading of the t~xt" 

"' La$t, but in ma.rw t:l'W u1oat va;l.ila'ble, wu the cont.ribut:ton or 
m,,y wife<11 liE1ioo:re. I c~ grat1ttil to he:r fov hti!i• su~g~uitions .mill! to 
st.yl.e and fom a1 well u to:r her help 1n f'~"pm:ng th~ p:rEtlirlli.~ 
dratte. Sh$ h~ sr.1~iu1t imunierable hou.:r.a at 'Ml(lt tY,Pw.ri ter ~ tim~ 
which mnount@d ·to a oon1ide~3ble portion of some very ou1y d~s. 



The following study waa o:rigina.ll;r motivated l:zy' a. <mrios1 ty. 

No othl!lll .. prophet in :tabb:i.n:Lo li.tliilrat1.tre oonuna.nd:s as muon respeQt or 

h~ .. !fJ'l :ra:g$.rd. a1 does El~.jah. Not even euch p:rofmu:d ~d tmpre~~ive 

lit,era%"Y' p:r.Qph11ata. aa Isaiah ol" Jer~m.1.ah gain as 11iueh E'\..f!'eotion aa. 

dl)ea th.a s:'IJl'!iPle 1!'iahbi~ who 11we>re a g.t~ment ot bairol.otll with a 

girdl~ ol lea.tbu· a.bout hit3 loin$. 11:'.l. 

Th.t!ire it\J soa ca:n:urast between th:te mmple Biblical plillrso?W.ity 

iancl the legend.a~' giant or :rabbinic l~.te:ra.tu:r.th li1~tgt"10&l.:cy· ~lijab 

app~at'5 ~uddenly wi.th no ind1oation of' a if.meo'logy' ii! a Aooording ~o 
3 

th~ rabbi1;;1, he was a prlest who po~siasse:d tbe &ngelic n~ of 

Sandt:>lphon1li. and who even $;id.;\'lted from tha 'beginning .$.$ an angel,.), 

In th~ Bi1Jllt'l, Elijah reaembl~s many of the other ear~ p:r.ophetj) who 

i'rcrtested aga.ine1t s.ots ct Opin:·e~s:lon and !njustiaEi. His career :L~ 

mJ.U"k$d largely bf a .~eries of mi.:raoles and a.ocuaa.tion1. For the 

x•abbia, Elijah reve>Us a var~.aty oi' pe:r.>o$mmli t:Lea. s~ Qf t.ho3e 

oharacte:ri.stios arE!! ~lied in t.he Biblical acco'Wlt, 'but tWver att,a.:tn 

the promineno11 'lr:ii:tah. tt1~ rabbis. gavtCt ·thell'l. 

Such ware .the :r."easom .fot· the aur:totl\11ty which st:tmu.l.~ted thia 

lllltuey., Ju.at, a e~ual etomJ;Hll.rison <:.i.f the Bible m1et rabbim.e toxt;ss 

:J:"QVellitl1 so:m.& dU'£e:reno~ 'betw(ljan th$ two in the ohta.raot~r of l~ll.jahq 

Thoae dif;f;'e:rif;;ooee su.gge.st. aeveraJ. questioni~. What were pNci.eeJ.y 

the roles which t:ne rabbi$ ~$signed to Elijah? In what ws:y did 

th.~ rab1:.xu:Li.c p(i\rlod l'?f.d!'leot the b~ed tac a l>~'l:"sonali ty who :1.n-



oorpora:t~ci tholl$e x•olts'l ~ did they obooae Elijah and wh.at cr:tteri.ia. 

did tb$1 mnploy in choosing him. 

Th.1 pree~nt th•1is a.twmpUil to G.Wllltl ()n:.cy w:i:tb sel~ted o.mp;ots of 

the~f!j 1:tr1i::lblGJn$. It :i1 e.dmlttEtdl;r an inOompl~te t:raatme:n,t o:f' tb.1 r~ 

difftcult.1~$ impl:i.ett in th@ l."aboinic :role of Elijah. This at.udif re• 

proeiai1r1t& only a b$g1nning. In the i\lture l hope I might invtsti1a.te 

some of tl'l.0 tu.rtner ooxnpltixit.i.Ge of t.he probl,m. For tbe present, I 

W.:tUj! eg~et>ned ~1t $J:Olu11·v$13' with a ~finit:t.on ot ,iJH>rllG rolesi 

rJ!he q;uantit1 Of ail.Veila'bll: m&te:r:!."l 011 IJ.1.;jab, ii &llQJ'mOU3e lt 

. would be\ UlJ?Qlai'bl• in OM thesi1 to ~~lil: &.?id 11v~lu.i&t,E!J t~Vf~'f/'1 leiiend 

~bout the proph0t. It was ntoe~.\ti1''1U'7 tben: to limit tb.1. ti1at~rillil and. 

to s•leot. only tbi* moe\ r~l~v.ant p~u!lsages. In order to m®ikG tb@ $eJ.ec ... 

t.ions comd.stent, certain ori teZ"ia. wen estab.'liehe4 q,i.Ocording to wtd.ch 

ehoio111i11 •:re exe:t>cised.. 

The llllp@ci..tic rolf;l$ wb.i.oh ~ :inal~d in tb.ia tb~s:t.a 'li1eN not 

olloaen at :l;l'Mdom.. Th$ f'i:raJ'h two ohapt®rs ar• cl.svot$d to Elijah's 

acttvi~ 1.1 a te~ob.er and 1; b~lptW111 msp~tively. Both t,hese tune .... 

tions we:rfl! 11leottl#d 'becau$e in.y po:rt~tiyed. Elijah 1it the &i.etu~ life ... 

11tution of tb®J :t~aDb~a. •rrua ma~:i.&l :t.n ·the11B ob.$,Ptera oan.'i1sts 

191"'~~11 of i.1101d.er.1:ts wh@rein th" r1.tibi1 $1\C:h)un·tifl'lr Elij W1 p;:rsor!CllJ41. 

He 1r:all3tructs ~ belpe individual.1 in difficult, but. :re.al ciromTA ... 

11 .. 



ot l11l1jab bilfti :re~.rtrict1 ·the studf to hie Utf4t10:r roaa e u The pl'U"a.$9 

11m1nor roles" Will be defined in Ghe.pte:r III. Sut'.t'iO$ it to sq helrf4 

th.at a.gain tltei."1$ role~ wen5 not IEl)leated at :r~ome They Wftll'I cho...,en 

tor p'l.U"po:a®$ ot <Jont;i."'ae·t. Th.e10 tninox• :t"ole~ port:t'83' <1uali ties of' Eli,.. 

~ah tha:~ ~ quit~ di~tinot trorii timd of·ljen eont.r~ to hia more faxrdlim:i 

attributes. Th~y ~ pr$1~nts~ ~so to 1m1catG th$ totalit.,y of th~ 

llilli~nda.x•y pElri'lonality •. :m~ 1~ not merely.~ kind of man. m is mecy 

ldr.ida ot z~en. · He. imorpor~t~a cb.araote:riatios th.at a.t one time com ... 

pl!iment.1 at Q.noth~ t~ oppoaei ea.eh. <>ther. Chapter III :tllust:t .. at(its 

this pe~uliArit1. 

The g:re@i~et pQ~t o:r th.is tbe~i~ reprilllme~nt1 ·an illV$$\ig~tion ot 

pi"~! so~ea. Im tinlly 1 l'ltswl.!lve:r 1 I b!ilgan wJ. th. a Ct1tuc.V of' thfli Tll?.l• 

mud.to pusag~s. conoi:rning Elij~'ih a.a they app®ared in the · lnde:it to th.GI 

Soxicin.o t:i."anslat:Lon of t~ Ba.b;rlon1an Tlilmtui. I e~erd limd 0@1\ ... 

side:red GVG'cy' :'r$fe:reme to tb.0 pe:r;on t>i.' Elijah in the Talmud. WkA~~ 

ever :re:f'Gre.00~1s were oonsidend :rel$VMt ~ c1 ted :tn th.$ ood;}r ot 

thi1 thEa&i~ or in t..he taotnot@a. 

Alter ~~n1ting thei!e Ta.lmud1o fiources 1 I p:rooeeded to. re.viow , 

the aubjceot ot :n:J.ij~h in Lauie Qtnsbelrg t .s nTiie Lag$nds of' the Jttw$. 0 

Those rilterEm.oe~ wbteb Oinsbeirg cit.ad tor hi3 pre~enttitt:Loti have ·11E)~n., 

with !'ew exc@ptton.t1 oheoked ;,nd VEIX'i:t'i•d. in the pi~ source$. 

Tl1;.!11 verifioi;;.td,qn tooludls a. th'1rou.gh t:reawnt, 0£ tlw t;'lbj1ct 

o:t Elijah in tl:ii! ma,jor mdl."&abio oollect.ionm. :tn 1ome int:Jtanoe1~ ;re ... 

f'E)r~oota eou.ld noti bi oneolwd.- bett4!Ul.1Sti, 't.hey weN i,OO:On"$otly oi t,eu. 

Cld.nsberg'81 ;r.~fo:r$1'10ell!I on El:li1~ah imludllil so11f.'ces which e::ict.~md to 



th~ Middl' Agsa11 ~ 1nte:rest W&S lilrd.ted to 1n.ater:i.a1 aoou:t Elijah in 

the Bi'bla m1d Targuxa• tba Babylonian and Je:t""i,Wal0m Talm.w:lim, and th~ 

major midl"a~bia oolleot1ons. OOcasiunall;r, wan a legend seemed parti

cularly fascinating, I traced its origin tQ s ro.inor mi.dx·a~h or an un

i'miil.i.e.r text. Ckn:aerally'$ nowever, rrq oomem lr!illllJlted wit.h tho wrke11 

3lread;r mentionflde 

n~e edition ot 1 i'I '" K "!l "1 K J n b1 Mai:r Isb Shalom provid@ld MOlO.aJ 

h~lpf.ul a.dditiorual sotl%'o®s. Oeoasionill.;y, t.lr.e Introd:1:.ttJti.m:1 :tnclud.®4 

rel$Vmt pusages which GixlRit'srg bad not cited. llia Introduction :1.$ 

virt.u.ally exha'l.Wt:iv6 (i,m,d, organizes tb~ mawri.al un&mr ua~tuJ. het-1.d.ings. 

I ar11 :ind~bt~d to thitW Intr<>duction i'or its thorough and mtterusi.ve 001.;.. 

laation ot sou:roe mte:rial., 

lteoantly there a.pp$~ il.tl Israeli pu.bliogt:.\on entitled K~:.un u1,?tc 

by n \ , ; l "11) ., l >' ''7 a • ,this volun1~ eJ.tr;i:;; sa:rv~d i'iii.f/3 a b.elpt·ul. 19oond .... 

a:J!Y sou:ro&., U.ka the Intx•odll.ctioo to HI ';Ii\ ":ii K 1 n , this ool

loot.ion ot sources wallil organimd 'lmder topic& heading!S., I checked 

th.$ 1.1\Uthor • $ o:i:bat.1otUJ in th~ <lt"ig1nG texts and again ~aployed tha 

pQSSQ~$S wn~rever they W•~ relev~nt. 

A:f'te:r I had ·migun to aesmllble the QVailallle nidencQ 11 1 t became 

appuj/!lnft that C€t:rta.in aa1paots of Elijab9s r1.lli lent tl'M11r11Selvas \:letter 

to t,raatnl.ent than ot .. he:rs. ft19 criteria., whiob w®:re l.':m.tl1Md abr>ve, 

F-iEJrved to org~m111e th6 materis.l into th$ three trm.jo'i" rliviaiom. That 

a:ri"'angemant, however, was i~~qU!i't.0 without sorooi :raviai<.m... over ... 

lapp11~ of :rol@s ilmerioueily' OOl'tlpliela:ted ~ attempt at o:t\;imi.~.:Ha.tion. 



Iri sol'l'JS 1nstaM~$, the legend.Ii :t:'llfli'lecrb a va:riei.'fy of niu.tn()es. 'l'he1 

ctould fit Wfl)ll :Lawt;o mr:r oruit of eH.tveral categories de:pendi:ng upon 

wbieh point. wai.1 emph,as:\.1MMi. The oh.oi~e which I exercised in thet.HJJ 

oaa0t we.ill B,droi.ttedl.y a:rbi1Jr~. 

It wlll b.ei apparenil wen 1#0 'bh.e mol!lt ouu.al :t""eiader .that seve:ral 

ot th~ more ·poplllar r9l$~ of Elij~ have bean omit~ed from this st~d1• 

:PEirhAp'I tlthti most 11u.trious om:l•s1on has bf/en thei'd. :t:te>l$ f)t, ltl..i.Jah a$ tm 

to:r~ru.nn.er to tru:i Messiah.. 'rba:t. phase ~! El:Ljab•s activit;r Wd d$ ... 

lEltad £or several rt1Je.1ib~ns~ . In the first plt100, it did not PQ~tr~¥ 

El~.jah. as a pa:rticipar1t :Ln t,bft. daily ~ta:Lrs of' n1.e:n. His con:m.itotion 

With. :mesad.amsm iga almo1t by def'in:i.tion reiHt:rved for th~ .tutu.re. It. 

--i.£3l larg,J..y thefJntical and of emall practical consequ~noe :Ln ·th~ da.111 

lives o.f individtmlfil. 

Seoondl.J ~ Elijah• s :role in the :red@lnpti.ve p:rooo$S is :r10t totally 

defined. . by the eloisG of the Tti!lmu<ii.o p~ri.od. W.st;l"t1iOal Q:LJ'~~ti~Eui~ IP 

subaequent to t,l'YJ rabbimc penod, u.moubwdly 1x@r<>iriliiil4 no ~ll in

fluence in t'tl.11 a;r:~a. hrllileoution and ~,ru£f~ritag Cl\U'l ef£$~1il $0rii:n.ls 

eh~ges in the .charaot.er ot 61.. :red.emptive !:igUt"~. To re1st.rio' Eli.jab•s 

:role aw the j·Qrerunne:r to. th.e MtJe1imh on:J.y to tM :i;>abbi.mc p~r:lod. 

would do injua11,;We to that ph~se of hi$ .act:Lv:Lty. 

Moat 1mpo1•tiant1 this pa.rtiou.lall" :fole ot JSli.jah wa1 :mu,ch too com.,. 

pL1.eated fo17 • ~ tX'eai adequa.t~J.y. 'lhe material dealing witb Elijah 

and the Messiah is so var.rt ,,1 tQ 'bt ())Verwhelming. It is nQt only oom ... 

pli.@ated ooc·aull!le ot ita quantit~n it is e:xtrem$ly diftioult. In t}le 

lege1'ld1 depietiug mlijnh as the her~d of God's messenger, th1 text 



doea Mt al:wqe indioatEJ cl.early the p:r(&Oi.se .f'unotion of th.111 prophet. 

To fully ~r$tand the £u.notiott ot Eli.jab. in this capaoi ey- :requires 

en ext.11mll"live knowled~Ea ot •ssia.ntam and tt~ dWW'elopment 0t the· con ... 

cept of redsmption. Elijnh81 role in this proc~ss is often pu~~ling 

<!md involved.. f(> treat this aspect 0£ Elijah in legend properly would 

r~qui:t"e a separate 1t~. 

B~fo:r~ prootaedi~ to deal with Elijah in rabbinic literature- it 

would be ht'llpM to ir6t:UiLl h:i.s oa~f,r as npo:t'1'Ad. in tM B11Jlfb~ ; , A 

brief 31~~~'Uml of tbEJ B:L'blic&l p0r1oml.it;y will p:roVide a fr~ ot ;re ... 

i'Grem~ w:1 th which to COl14);'.:f~ or aontraat th.El Elijah of leigl!lnd. To 

be rtd.nd.tul C>t tm B:l.bl:tcW. l!i'J.ijah also inrm.:rotll against m:isinterpwt .... 

il1fi the l0g91ldar7 figure. He is not a. m@re 1mrention or f a'l,'JJJy of the 

rabbinio mind; Elijah's :ra.bbil'.d.O role 1ia rc>oted in the Biblical tell~. 

lteg~dle1&1 i:>f. whatAVe~· oharlg11111 ·or f&~atmi<>M. oce'!ll', th.I personal id.en ... 

'b.ity of tlie Biblical. and le.'"l" legenda:ry' fi&fll~ is the 1mu1. 

Elijah wam a prophet in I1ra.l in tk>.e first half of tm ninth 

prfll ... Olwi1tian centur.v under King Ahab. le Oatni from som~ looalitw 
l 

in G:il~ad, ®. lei.rid '1Mt of the Jo~ Re euppo~edly oar4' to Sl!)Gk: 

victo:cy for hifll God tab.web ove:r the worship of the pagan. god l3aal. 

~ ol his fb"at aoti vi.ties oomd.~ted of an a.nnouneeinent that· the:rt: 

would be & drou.gh t it1fl:ioted upon w pEHlple by Y&h'llfuh.. Add.nisei~ 

thEtts~ ?'$marks to Ahab and hi$ wif'e, &md imurr:tng their diispltHt.lilUN, 

Elijah :retreated to tm ·id.lde:tne1s. There by the bn,i:>k: Oherith.t God 

wo:rl(ed a mi:r~le. He 1Jomma.ndad t .. n.e ravens w bring Elijah bread and 



' 
Ona ot Elijah. i a plaoEJs ot re.f'ui~ was Zar~hat.h 'Whet>IW a widow sm ... 

taintd h:lm.. In return f'o.r b!l:r hc1pitalit;rt1 El.ijeb p®r.i'~rm.ed 1uerW. 

mira.oleia to:r tm 'Widoll.. ~ oo~d. the woman to m~e him a ~ll 

oak~ from the little nlllJal sh.G had left. 5h$ did so &1d the jaJ" of 

Mal mld the ~:rue of oil l.Q1ted until tm drought ended. Elij~ 

sle~ b:rougbt ba~k to lit• the widow 8s son who hm dim. 

When Elij~l. next met 1\hab, Al'w.b 8Sk~d him, "Is it you, you t:oou,b ... 

lEJr of Ierael?tt And Elijah lUUIWe:l."lt!d, HI he.ve not t:t>oubled. Isrool" mit 

you nav11 •••• n Elijah indictlit an individual for tbEW silk~ of bi.$ people's 

welf&"e. Ii.is anger ~nd wrath have in the J~blic~ tut eerved a po;i ... 

titt8 function. It :ts no mist;.iu.1dtld ~. 

Elij~ • 1 moGt tritmtphi!lmt momnt wa1' bi.a Victoey over tbs i'ou.r 

hundred px>ieattl!! of Baal en Mount c~~l. It was thf.lre thG.t he . pomi®«i 

bis fzous question to lfJr•atl.81 11How long w.ill y~;lu wave:r between tw@ 

opin1.ons?•t Elijah then ~ua:imoned the 1enar.1.ts ot Ba.al t.o demonetrat4' 

thllll allf.ltged sup1U1rtort t1 of their asd. El1jf~h propo~ed e. oontf.fst in 

which both h!l and they should build ~ &lta:t eind place on 1 t a 'b\u:>nt 

ott~nilg. The God wbo would ~~mi :tire from h~aven to con~ th@ 

&1aonfice would be comid~r~d t~ t:ru.1 God. Aft~r tJ:e :Baal prophets 

bad £ailed mrld had bGsn ridi.{~uled ~I El1jm, Y~h responded to the 

call o.f h:ts om prophet. All Israel e!.Olo:l.0Wl~d.g11d l'a.hw~h' a 8Upr~oy, 

and the prieists of BaN. war(ii 1l&Ug1:tttlllred mai:r the brook Kiah.on on 

Elijah' 11 1nst .. ruotio:a1a. 

Elijah then fled. .trom the wrath of Ja13ebel. To SQV~ his ot11n J.ife,, 



stte:r having pxwed the eJtlpr~miaoy of ?®wti!hsi Elijah eicap~d to thl 

das~ittt~ Tmre be 'begg~d God to tu' bi~ lif1$1. He wanted t.o livG oo 

lor!(~erill lie OOUl.d npt bear being an ou:tcaet.. He lq <lown ~r a broom 

tret\11 axM1 slept" An ~@l then to·l.l.e~d him and t.old him to ~tit. Elijah 

diso01t~Nd t.ba t God had p:.rep&."'~d tar him a o~ke bl'Jk(;ld on h.ot stc.mes and 

a jer ot wat~l". 

Soon at"t$r th,is :m1:raele1 God ~poke tu Elijah. God asked him what 

he haMi 'bE!l!\!in ming. Elij~ rfilplied tnat he bad been V@ry jealous for 

the Lord$ H~ d'i!ito:r:tood th.6 conttilst on°~unt (h1mel and expl&1Md that 

his mm 11£• was naw in jeopa:td1.. It. Wa$ ·th<inl tba:t; God appe~a to 

Eli;:Jah out ot ·t,ne wbirlWind. 

Aft$:r the Wllirlwind, God o~d Elijah to appoint Haz.ael to oo 
ldnu; ov~r Syl:'ia, Jehu the son t1t N1.mahi to bfi1 king over Isra"l, and 

Eliab.a too son 01' Shapi:rt. ot Jfb~l.wJholab to be his own sucoeeso:re 

Anl)tb.1r climactic W)ment of Elijah•$ <tai·~er was bi!$ at, tQ.Ok upon 

Ahab in &~ten1e ot Na.both .. ,. la.both wit~s s, Jea:re~li te liho owned a small 

plot of grouxld Z'Wtat' Je~al ai'ld a v:tnqard. that was lotH11.ted mar AWAb • l1I 

pal~e at llie~:rSEi!l. Ahab desi~d the Vinqa.:td tor• .Ill. g~n ot he:rbe.v 

He off.end to pq laboth ·tn$ \l'a.l.Ut ot the propa:rty or p:r<Wide him w1 th. · 

a oott..er v:tmy~ 1n 0:iflll~e. Naboth1 b.~vei~, deoliiwd both ot 

Ahab• s p.ropotalsl.1! on th~ gt"Ound:e ttuat tbe vineyard was thlll i.nbe:r."ttanoe 

0£ hi!IJ :ta~rs. !h9 iama~ would baV$ appar•ntly been rellfolvsd her~ 

.bM not Je2111bel intel'tered. She wot. lertters to ·the elders mld 

ncibles of Mabotb •e oitr inst:ru.otin8 tbem. to proclaim a sol~mn fat.lt 

and l!la!l;)t Na:both on high m110r&u bis p1t11:lJ:rs" She th.en arra~ed f'o:r two 



Wicked men t.o accuse Nabortl'! ot our5:1.ng God m1.0. the king 11 the punilllhment 

f'w which was stoning. Having secured Naoot.b's ~xooution, Jezebel deJ ... 

livered Na'botb•a p:ropert;r into Aba.b•s hands., Tbit3 ;.ct of we,nton Ot'Uelty 

and bratalittr infuriated too p:rophlt Elijm& He atormE!d. against Ahab 

and Jil'Ji'.ifitml with ~'.>recetun-1tsd rag~. To Ahab hl'l) p:romiod1 in thlil ~ 

ot l'ab.W1b1 uzn ·the pl.a()!! wh.~:re dogs lickod up tbe blood o:I: Naooth, 
6 

sba.U ®~a lick up y<.:rur own 'blood. 11 Elijah. C:Ul"l$ild Je~tiel as well.Ii 

pr~d1ct1ni tbat · w,ri. d~M;I Bball eiJ!it. J~~e~l 'With:in ·1,he bounds of 
1 ' 

if$ta:ree1.u No ioom'ber of' ..Mla.b•s family we.a s;p~ed :f'rQ:m l!:lijmi•s cm·se, 

as 1• dsol.e3$d that u~m bllun~~ng tQ, .Ahab who di•e in the oi ty1 the 

dog~ shLl.l f31&tJ and; an,vom tlf hu who di~Ei! in the opGn ooun~ ti. 

bimtB of tbl ux• sh~l r.urtt.n
6 

Just.. prior to his a.mof.m.t into ~~vent P~li.jab brought Eliifha to 

tlle ban.its ot tm Jordan. Th~~ Elijah t.ook hia 1'111tmtlt».11 l"olled it up, 

and struck ·the water. A. :miracle ocotd'red as the ws.te:r pa:rtad., ao that 

the two ot them could walk e;e~osu on d:t!lf ground. 

As Ih"'lijab oontinu6d oii w1.th. !li~ba ~ Wked.11 a oha.:riot ir)f fiX'e ·· 

am horns of fire f.leparated the tw <~f th«n. Elijah wa:nt l:tp in the 

chariot in a whtrl\d.nd into heaYl!>iln. He disa;pp$m:>~d a.a qui.okJ:y a:mi 

u a'Udd.Gnl.;r afi bw had arrived. 

'fhes; iooide~~ts constitute th11 oo:re of Elljah•l!I :W.bli.oal Gl:t'ee:t'e 

Scl"iptur-e o:t.tes othlklr 1;Ltuat:1on1 1mrolving tbe prophl'Jt- :i:mt the'y ar* 

sketchy alD brief. The entire Biblical pE'llX'Sonality oi' Elijah unfe>lds 

:i.n onJ.y liiliVen. chapt.eri:h 9 Out or tho111 pagfls {llmG:r.~gGd a l$gemer;r 

tigu:r• with perhaps oo equal in all. 0£ :rabbinic lite:re.tu:re. 1l'he rab-



bte ap1Hilt'entl7 d1ao01t•red in th.is fiery raon ... 11 tei•a:r;v p:rophet th• 

promis'-' of a .epit*ituial giant~ '!'he subseq;u~ntonapte:rs will examine 

the$e diseove:r1es o:t the :tN~bbimo mind. 



l$ II !ti:1g1 1•6• 

2. I n0b$ l7sl 'MgiM S:i.ml>l:r• ttNow Elijah ·t.he 1ft1b.b1t® ot TiahbG 
in 01.leiid ~aid to Ab~1b. •. 0 

:;. Babba M0s:\.l.W. l:.t4b. 

li. Ginielbe:rg;1 ~~ Vol., VI, p... )2$, Notiill 40. 

$. 2.e.• 21\• Rote 39. 

6,. I Kings 2l~l9'b. 

·r. l l~itlgs 2lt 2)b. 

8. I Ki:n.a:;fil 2li 21J, 

9. I Ki1.figiWI 17; II 1tini:!1 2J l K.i.ngs 20 daee not. oome:rn :fl:l:Ljab. 



A DIGEST OF OO~lTENTS 
f ~ ~-- 7'· .. ·~ 

The title of this tl'leeis ~nggeats its oontents, namely, "SontQ 

Aspliots Gf the Role ot El.ijab. in R~b'binic Literature11 tt Out of the 

wealth ot material oo:ru;;~:rxtlng the 135.blioal prophet; I ha.ve chosen 

to concantrat' on thr'e ~pecifio are~s. 

The t:t:rst a,speot ot ths :r&bbim.e Elijah m tll Wh:l<Jh I deal 1$ 

his f.unotion u a tG&Oh$:t'. Hl.i.!:re I gather(\id ·togethtt:r tho~~ leg(!'lnds 

in whioh th($ propb.e.t ~:icpoumta IOI!llll l~!H'ilaon, 'bill! it aggidic o:r ha.1.wd.o. 

J; ~s·tri¢ttd ·my S~l.(')4ltio:ne in thiB t:U,\ttlgor.y to legendai WfliCh depict 

Elijah in an aotuu 11:d.tui.titln11 l did .not tr®at tbe i:nnw11.1:11ra.bl~ u1 .. 
e1denti wherein an halakio debate ooncludM With 

limited :rn;r d:i.sou.saion to oeeasions on which Elijah spEia.kS in p,ersG>n. 

'rh.1 seoond aspect ot Elij4h which is ex&mined itJ. tb.11 thesis is 

.h.is role as a. help1tr. Hert ag;air1, the empha1is :ts upon tho1E.t in ... 

'Oid•n:i·!Js in which El1jElh is an. activ~ partiolz:ian:t., Thl@le legendfii ex ... 

hibit ElijG.b as a helper to tbs d:i.~tree~eG.1 the poor, and tb,e ne$q. 

Thot1'e who di;u~~n:•ve sy&upathy acnd und.e:rstanding are often the bene.t.'aoto:r 

of Elijltthis aid., It ii i'ound that ElijM. supports tha:ae 111 danger 

oi d$ath as well. 

The third chaptEll:r discuEuties 1ome of Ellj ah' s minor , :rolts in 
•' 
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l:lict him as &1. taache:r or h~lp~r'" 1rh• o:t:uapter inc.lu.d.es legends which 

po:rtr~ Elijah as· a. cer.wor and :rebulter,· a.$ a. man of Viol.$nt ttiiltaper 

· al'ld itWotion. He :ls not 41~weys the def~ndar 1 'but occasionally the a,o .. 

cuse:r, 1J:ih.e third ·ohiipte:r ini~tnree ae a. cont:ra1t in :fillijah's pEirmomtlity. 

In t.h.e oomlu~d.on I b:ave tried to dexnonet:ratr$ tha:t. th& x~abb:ln:tc 

p~rsonlllli.tr of Elijah is not ent1:rely diesoci.at@ci from that, of its 

Biblical count.iirpart. The:te are indtcations in Sc;i;iipture that Elijah 

Wlit5 well. ... sui ted for- the role wb.i.cb tM i•a,'bbis assigned to him• For 

altl10$t neq q,ual:l.t;r 'Which Elijah ~1bit1 1n the rabl"Jin:t.o p"4:riod, 

the Biblical. propheii l:iJ~ew1$~ ~ll)fler;,t1 a. s1mila.t' ch&raoter1stio $ Tb~ 

Elijah of la,tu l.<.lgerul waEi i1ot entirely an imrention ot tl1t rabbinic 

mind. The lo~ly' 'l'ishb:J.w alr,:uid:y po11t"t1~ed in Sc:riptur$ man;r of the 

~tt:t"'i.bu.tea which la.tel" WGln for him a rwna:rkable ~1ior·t.~1t;r. 
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' 
'?lle:re JIW~ s@ve:ra:i fa.Qets to l!."lijab 1 ti roltl as a tGacher. As .part 

;i . 

I 
ot his Mef'sianio twiotion~ EliJ.ab has li!. :role u an upounder ot t.hEt 

1 / 
law. n~ Will ha.tr~ to l:''$SOlVe all leg.n.J. diffiCult:t.ea 41.nd prioblams 

. ; j . ") 

that h,,, aaourJlulated ainoe day$ irfunemol"ial.~ ~ will also deo1M 
/ r 

pU.tQZl~ng quetitions of :ritual conoe:rn:U1{5 'W'hiOh. r~t>b:Lrt tw.ve •ntert~ned. 
,\ 

oo:uiiwt.:Lng v1i\ws. In short, !~lij.ab will r~solve ~ dittea;>~u1o~s of 
/I 

/
~1ni(;)J19'3 

;> · The .following ~Si$ om1 t~ entirely coMiara.tion o:t Elijil\h as 
I. 

iii. teacher ~.n lt:bia t:'uipaeit-Y. The ph:t>.mse ~ , :.i ':ii , "ny u1,. '.Hit or 

•ui., i;n~ 'N , ::i ., tl1 , , ~ p " nis of treqUMnt oo<.mren~t11 in the tm-
4 $ 

naitia lit.erai>unii. .Aooo~ to Nar~U.i Jut:rQW 1.m.d Alexander 

Kobutt6 it is ®u.bti'ul. wl1•the:r 'tp<tn hlfll e:ay at.Jf!oaia:tiolll With Elijab.0 

~tand1 1t th~t il!J, nTbe qusstioi1 rerllains ~solv4ild. 0 ltohu.t. ~nt.a:t.m' 

, p , n i.1,. on:.ty an abbrevia.t~d f'o:i:-m of ~ 1 p , n whoa$· use irrtPli11 

· o:nl.;~r tlle.t tt qu•t1rt1ci.on is . urumsw\\!lsd. Mo>. .. ~over- the suggestion th.at 

'tptn is an a.bti:revilAtion :tor l"l'l'll)i'::t't nl"U?lp y•u1., ~~wn h£af1Ji 

for Kohut, only the t'o:roe ot a • ~ .,. o "·un 1iC w' ;i Th.us :i.t has 

r10v.e:&'t oo~n ejt&bliGb.ed tbat tbe phrat1Je aot'Wi!..1.l,y re.f'lflrs to th~ pe:rsoti 

ot EliJa.11. 

Tim p~sent ~lillis at·tempts t>o de;piot Fllijan a/i @. tea(1!hel" in 

those 1p<aoitie incidents 1n which he is '1. part:tcipmJt. ttta rc»l~ is 
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pe:rmon of Elijah h:tm1elt imi the ~ource of :truat:ru<rt::Lon. Ther~ arG 

seve:iNil iriertiQlloeu, ae will be shown, in wh1cti Elijah apptari!I to 

ta:vox•ed pe:t"sons to impart a l~sson of Riome kind• be it moraJ.11 ltiigal, 

or pra.ctic.~u.. Th•Y are ocoasi.011s on wh.J.ch ther rabbifJ do not talk 

,.bout Eli1je.b, but. to Elijah. Ttu~re ie a dialog'Wi! ~twee11 El:ij~1 as 
·~ .__ 

the ·t.eaohe:f' and· the :rabbi:s u his dil!Wipl.Gs. Elijah :ta not absent~ 

but pa:rtio:tpates tiotively :tn the g.j.vtt11 1ituatim1s. It is with Elijah 

u a teache:c :Ln theu~ instaooea that tltl.61 :pre$~nt ehapt.•r 1~ ow:i.oern~d. 

'l1hat d~votion to tJ'tilldy' and tea.chi~ W.9.S hiil'.tlN' prir.~d by l\."lijah 

1~ undenia.blEh1 Elijah plaiaed a hig.b pr•um on the cha:racter of 

those who engaged 'themBelves eo:nstmtly in Taran. 'l'h• x·ahbis lost 

no op1lcr:rtu1u ty to ex~baaize Elij ~ah• s 1nteNst in acaderllio p'Urit'Gli tlll. 

On o~ oce:aaion.,. 7 the prophet assisted Uabbi J'oshua in delive:ri11g 

ltabbi Akiba 1 a bod,;" from prison. All tlight tli$y walk~d with the 

eorpse on tbe:tr snou.1dv.0. At daybreak th~;y w~r~ near Ca(111!Uweaci A 

aaire opened ootw0 tb.e:tr eyes$ and inside they iaaw a. 10h.air, a 'bed, 

a ·ti~ible1 a?d a lamp. They :put tho eo:rpse on tll(l) b$d and then le.f't 

th.~ @ave wbiob olo~ed up behind. ·them. On:IJ' the light ot the lamp 

'Wl1ich lit by itefi:1l1' shone through th\il ah.i:rlks i11 th.e c~va. Whea;-eupoo, 

Elijah oried out, 11Hail1 ye. ju21t, hail to you who de1rote ;i'hUlselves 

to the stud;y· of the Law. lilill,:i.l to you• ye Ood•fear1ng m@n~ tor your 

placea are a~t aside ~nd kept and guarded in Paradis~ f o~ the til'ne 
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Another legend iJ.luiitra.tetrt Elijah's ver1 p~rsoml oonoern and 

high regard to'l! l~a:rning and. ·t.eacldn.~, D:l1gtrl.1ad ~ a. :i;~abbl, Elijah 

wam ,mee a;ppro8'llhad. by a mm with a mo~rt t;mpting of:t'e:r. Thi!i man 

promise4 to. ~eli$Ve him of all materi~l oares if he wo)ld but ab1d~ 

with bim. R0£usi:t1g tQ l.mave ·the aca.de1rq ~t tav:neh, Elijah ans.we:t?ed., 

11WtSir6 you. to tJtte:r :liJ.$ on~ ·tihousand. gold denari-1, I would not quit the 
. 8 

a.bode of' ·~hEi Liaw J and d'tall in a. plac~ in which tb.en is oo 'for~ilb.4' 11 

The rol1 ot El1Jah 1.s a tltlaob.er m~ ~ vieW$d :1.n 1:1W<> ph&s~~s.11 

that of hl'J'l,ggadish anii that of halaltah. Th$ X>Qbbinie 11 .. terature dO*I 

not nec®S$ti.t&1.tfl.l such a dist.:tr14lt:i.on. but it does wa:r:.t~Mt one. Indeed,. 

the availa.bl~ eividenoe do~s not :readily lend. i tlit;lf to ~Y one spec! ... 

:f'1o i1rir101pl,e at org~.zation. In~:rtea.d, ttl.EH3$ Eltj!ltb. l~gends me.y oo 

t.rea.ted in al'lif numb~:r of ways. Th~ f'ollowin.g analysis then ~.s :in 

many r~spects an a.rtd.tf'aJ!'1' onE'I. It d~es not :i;n1rp@rt to esta.bli~h 

the on.1.y oe:rr61et approach t& this phue of Elijah t ~~ .ao·tiV>ity~ ~.t 

only at.t~n1pt~ \o prov-ld$ one hl!lllpful. me·~liod off organizing Uu~ 

material about Elijal'l aiS a t$ache:i:" in I"<:ibbinio liter~turffl. 

By the tti.t.r;•:m. haggadah. 11 nl$1:W'l:. 11th~ wl1!)le oontetit of' the non ... 
' . 9 

legal part of the old :ral:lbini<.llal. 11.teil"atu:re. tt liagg&.d~ is 1'the 

lM.t'rat1ve 11 eJq)lanat:toni>: ox• hom:i.ly.t itaoludi.'tli al:ao tntt g:nom:tc lQ~f!lll11 

auah topics a1 medicine .. ,.. tlieol!ilophy, antd xriy~tiOi.b1' ~tid ii!ti:mil~ 
lO · , . . 

~ubje0ts 1• are incl:tlded in this. cakgocy,. Und$:1:" ~-ligad.ah is in• 

eluded the te~hi.ngs of Elijah wldoh hav6 n.o formal, legal :impl:!.oa ... 
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tioo. The second phase 411:£ Elijan•ai teaching is ot an halakic type. 

Halakah.1 aa u1ed, here, r9£e.t•s to 11the 'whol.~ legal part of tne Jewish 

t:rad.:Lti.011,, in oontraditt:l.netion to the hagga.dah# compr1iaing ·thus the 

whole civil law arid ritual law of rabbini"al literatur$. 011 

As will be demomrt.rat~d bE!low, Elijah t lill opinions do not :Lnva,li ... 

dat~ the eJd.$t1ng nal~otb. o:r. halaki.e pr1neip1e. li:is irwrliruat.ion, 

h.oweve:r ,, 1$ ot a legal cllart.aoter. He dotull a.ddree1 b.imaelf 'tio q;u.11 ... 
12 

ttons of' ritual p);lop:ri.trty .and the autbo:rit,y ot the l:uilald.o system. · 

W;it,hin tho a.:1Nu.i 0£ ha,ga.dio te~ohing, El1~sh o-ono19:nt1·ates on 

ethi03l and mot"al ine:tr~tio:ti. Too:re are homili~u asicribed tc; bin.~ 

wh:l.Qh de£1ne the naturG of the vil"tuous man. One au.ch. 1.n1¥tM.G<1 in"" 

volved olll1!1 of Eli~ah's ~noomite:rs with n. Judah, th~ brother of 

R. Sall~ tihe Piou!li, Elijah said to him, n:raJ.l not ~.ntei> a. passion, 

and 'foll will not sini d,o not drillk to excess, and you. will not sinJ 

and Whe1i you go on a. journey, seek oounl!lel o.t your Maker 1 an.d th~n 

g!l). ti 
ll 

sf*lf ... d.:1,sciplined. On~ wbo is ablEll to l'!lUilist th.El extremes of emotion 

· p1:>sse111H:ies s. degree of selt•r$straint or discipline. Saoondl;y', too 

· Virtuous raa.n 1.$ a man of mede:ration. Nei th.er t~rt:.al. abstin~.:nce llO:t' 

seek1111 the mean bE11tw~en two e:K:tremes. This v.:lew of 1Uij~m is not 

wholly d:it!tl'lre:nt t':rom. ·cne ethic o.f A:riirt;otle 1 s 11golden mean .. n There 

toe; v.:tritue 1' "a m~an between tw:o vice~J, that wl'li~h. d.•:pends on exoeru1t~ 
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am that which dep1~ on d.etR&~t. " Thi:rd.ly, th~ v1:rt,1ous mlil,l'l r~ ... 

fleuts humility. By setak1ng the help o:f his Creator, man aQknow

ledgee his d."1p&ndenoy. He expi•esses tru$t in t.~ goodness and pro .. 

ir:tdenee ot God., 

Elijm:i pol.nta out a paradox i:i:i the attainment of' !!lueh v:trtU<h :U@ 

indioatEl!~ that w:t.sd.om d.Oll)S not alway-fl eruibl(tl .a tnari to retain h:is raoral 
' lJ 

cha:t~Qote:r. The T@ltn.ud ripo:rt.s that, ti.bay• onQe overh~a:rd a man 'l/la;y 

to a woma.ri, ttte·t. us a:rill!ia and go on our way .. n Abaya i'ollowt11d them to 

keep them f':rom f,r!ffilglfiil1!ud.on. WJ:ien tltey pa:rted, he heard them say 1 

11our t7ompa:n,y is pleaeMt J the way is lont:b 11 Hif it. we:re I, 11 said 
' ' . ' 16 -------

Abay•.- 1'I ei:)uld not have reist:ra.tn~d my11»elf .. it He went and lean~d 
' ' 11 

in great angui•h upon a doo:rpo$t w1'1.e11 an ol.<l man ·· omne $.lld. taught 

him 11 
11'.t'hi!!l g:reat~t> t,h@ ma.n, the grea.t<l\11~ hia evil inelination. u 

Elijtdl' .a.li!ll!lll:rts h®N that the mox1e: knowledg~ and. insight a. man 

pQS:!SillSat!la41 th11Jn. th' mere pron.$) hlill iaii. to the t$~tations wh:l.ch eJCJ.st 

1n th~ world• Often th.E\r g;rE11ate:t> hia a~rnztt.mes~ of. the good in li,f~, 

t.h~ les~ is his re::wi1ta.n~0 to tM evil, In .an lll.tt,0mpt to assuagti 

Aba.,ye •s :lllt$~l st:rJ:uge;l~ wit,h the evil impulse, Elijeh t$'aob.es a 

'.ttl'ie siini:t'bMc~ ot' ~-n Qonduct 4\nd eth:i.ee.l action in Elijan•1 

"t$a"'hi~ is moat emphati¢ in h1$ rel.llpotise to Massia.n1e hope &ntl $X ... 

paotaney. Itabbi. J~mnua. b .• Le~ met Elijali sta.nd:t1>.g by· the entrance 

t.1,tt t.he ·tomb <d.' R.. Sb6JG:n b" ':lob.ai• R. Joshua b,. 1-ievi 'll!lked Elijah 
' ' '• ' ' ' If 

naave I a portion i:n. the W'(>:rld ... ·1;.o ... come?.t1 ~!LijM X'$plied, 11It this 



M<'-~'l't.e~ d.e1d .. N$ it .. !I a"' d0$hl'la 'b. Levi aa:Lt1, If.I $0.W two per~ns ,111 

but hea:mi the voio~ o.f a third. 11 He ·t,hen a3.kfl1d1 
11Whon will the Hf.JI ... 

aiab com6? n El:i.jah l"&pl~ .. ed,111 11Go and. a@l1: hirn. ~rl.rnae.lt" 11 titiiluu•e 1~ 

So Jt>sbua b- Lev! went ·to him a.nf.l g:raet~d. hi.In 'aying~ 0Pe~e upon tM 

Master i!Uld. Tea.ohe:r. n r.rh~ Mesl!ii.1h answe:i:•ed, 1•Paaal'i lJ.l:'>Oll t,h$e 1 O son ot 

Levi@ It rrwnen wilt thous com.eb Mastar?11 asked Josb:111. b. Le\r~l. '*TCHlG\V.11 Ii 

was bi.~ am~we:r. On him ratwm tio r~l.ijah" thal lattt\\r ittq;uir'et11 
1lltlhat 

did h@ Safi to thee?O nr.>eaa@ upon thee, 0 so:r~ {}f LeVijif he ~swered"' 

'l'he:reupon, W.j/'M~ obmir.u:"lred;11 11HG ib~r~by U.li!Sll:l:'$d thGE!.' am tby .f'a·tlwr 

o!' a po:rtiot1 in th"ii Wot"'ld,...to ... cmiwi. ti J<•sh.u.~ bit> Levi th@n p:i:vote1t1t.wd» 

rIHe tUpoke fal&i@l:y to •.- staM.r1g that be l!follJ,d. comm tod4'.1;y-, but b$ hei 

not. 11 Ellj&l aMW$red h.L.'11, w.cnis i~ wh~t h$ l'$ir.d.d to theei 11 
1To<iq1 

i.:f Yi:rJ will b$at' hia ·voo.oo' (Pa. 9S a<7) •
18 

Elijah's J.a.st s·t<.i:tf.trMlint i~1dic$.t.!iilE> ·tb.~;i:, ncr.t;h:trt.g dela~a t~ a~ 

o;t:' the Mese;iah. ex@1pt ·t;.h11 proper humart conduct... ~ bim.r~elf rr1.~ b~.ng 

t.ne MK:issi~i. by lliit ow b!!llbe;viox•e '.t'he Mes~d .. all is :i.•eady' to reda0111 rw1 .. 

ki1ld ~t art:r mo:m.e1it,. but nian alW((,YS putil an Qbstacl\1' in his way wbtch 

::!Jnpedea h.~tl:.'I oom11g. Tlul.t thi.a obstoole is out:r~(t<Juit e:ond:aot is ~et 

tYirS.di;~med by Elijs.h•ai enooi:mter. with. Ji. great Illa.int.. El.i.jtab remuk:~d, 

11You ~re &!lrtoundi!lld why tl:.i.e M~ssiah hliM!~ r.iot y~t come. 'l'oday i~ th~ 

D~ of At(ill'l.l)Xl'A$nt,, and on t.hi.s da;y" o.t :r.epenlw.u1oe1 numy a virgin iti! d@ ... 

.f'low~r<Jd ill. yo,.tr o:i;ty oS:' Nehai•deae n19 



Elj.jah sta:tes veey clearly that the people have no right w ex.peot 

·t.h.~ Messiah when on the holieat1 d~ 01: the year; th~y coaw.dlit the :moat 

vile 1d.ntih. Mm am11st deimon1trat1e th.:r.ougb. hilill c1.;u:x.duct and ethical bi; ... 

ha.vior th.at, he is d.ese:i:-ving 0£ the Memd.we Age.. Elijah. teach.Gs that 

man h1ms(1)Jlf' can and must cooper\1ite in b:r:l.ng1ng the Maais::Ul.b. !1 .. om hea.v$:n 

Elijah te;:1.eh11u11 that God. 1:tnd.erst.and21 and 1hows oompassion 1'01~ t;i;ie 

moral i':r.a.i.lty o! hu.m.a.n cr~a.tu.res. Elijah @howa ·t;nat Uod is sympath.~t.ic 

illu.st.re.t:Lon o! th.is ·th.ought appears 1t1 an 6inoounter ot' ltsJ.:ihab. b., 

Shila w::tth E:lijab., Ra1)hab, b. Shila asked Elijah;; uwhat is t.hJJ Holy 

One .Bl.:.HflSeid Be }is doing,'2' 11 Elijf.W. MS1ie:.r:·ed, 11lii utters tr~ditionis in 

th~ ~".llEHs of a.J.l the .rabbis, bllt. :tn the name of n.. Meix·; ki{i dQelll not 

u:t:.·t.Gx·. 11 rtabbah asked him., 11Why?n He :r·Eiplied; ttJ!JtC\aus~ h~ l@ax•ned 

tr.9.dit~:J.oxus a,t th.$ mouth. ot AtShei~.u~W ftl\bbab. said to him1 
11 :tlut why? 

Rabbi Mi!)i:r found a. pom~V,antttQ; h~ a~ the fr\\it within it, Qnd, ·tb.1 

peel h$ th.x·$w aw&xyl *' Elij~ answered, 11Now
21 M~ S.Q\VS; 'Mei:r my aon 

sayst wr1en ~ man s.u!'ferel., to what e:x.p:ress:ton does the ShEich..1.nah give 

utterance? ltt head 1$ heavy& my arm is l'ieav;ro u If the Rol,,y One 

Blessed Be He is thus ir1eved ova:r ·the 'bl<>od. 01· tlll& w:tokad.I) haw much 

mo:re mrer the blood of ·th.e l!'ightaous. 2~ 

Elijah oownumoa:t.es olear•ly the :t'$al:tty oi' God' ta sl,l.f.fering .f'a:r 

man in his hour of tr•ouble.. Even. tho~~ be has EirrEHi, and .f\tl.ly d0• 

serves hi$ puni®hment, Ood sh.owe oompassion and :rettll'OO th4ll sirmer to 

Ri..s prea@nae,. ~r~re seems to b~ ar1 ~plied meaning hert aa W'Eilll. Man 



.should imita~ God in Hitt ooropas&ion fo:r the uroe~e:rv:tng., Anjl' di'\1'ine 

v:b"tu.e igjl wo:ttby of hunum :1.mi~t.ir>n{I As Goo 1lt1 ready to emmrits, 

so :mat1 too .abould. be quiok to forgive. Tm diV!rw xnoral demanda re ... 

fleet th(') 1 ., 'ii' n n i 7.l • Tb• qm;ado'tJh of the c~aote:r juot oi t.ed 

both qual~ties. 

Elijah ia not ,comerrad 1aolely with the etluoal W•llbei~ ttt W!ln. 

He is int.ei-e~ted in the 1tate o.t' their pbylJ1Cal welt~ as well. Eli"" 

.jab ts imta;iution oocu:tor1alJ;r pm-takee ot the nature of mEH.tical ad.vi.Ce. 

Rabbi Shim! onoe ewallowd a itJnake. 1.:U.jeh app~u.1:rilid. to· him mid ad.Vi'~ 

him to i'a.t ciuacuta with. ~Ellt ®d to run ~e mil& bet'on him. · ·~ 

.. nat<e ti'Jtms@q,usntl.v. lef\ Rabbi Sbi,mi in st:ripa. :a3 

Elijah is @quipp~d with tmtWual ~--die; to ou:m even tM most 

b:14ar:re t:u.n~1s, _, ~pictad abOV'ti. Wl:lf.ri:Aier Et.11.bbi Bh.txri:t l!W'er did 

sw&Uow a ei,.. or whetb0r thu inioi~nt :b.i wilol.17 l\I~~ is un ... 

. impe>r·tant111 It 1s 11rut£1.cient to.r tbe pre1ent purpos~ to deM¢:1Mtr&t• 

tibat h«aal'tih. p:reoe:u;bi~ ~rd 11ugge:stiom w.rie not (i;~tlluded from Eli ... 

jab•• tea.oh~•· 

Somti.tilHJ Elija.b•s. "mark1 aiooui phys::teu wel.JJ!leing a.loo contt~n 

the Oll'tll,,tonlilil of a moral l$seon as welllll Wtth .regard to htHtlth pAJ .... 

ca.utiou in avoiding ~:1.ckn0ss, r:lijah onct1 soi.d ·to Rabbi Natrum,, "Eat 

a tih:Lrd11 drink !9o third, and l•a.ve a. tb.iJ:'d foX' when y<>u g~t angry tand 
. 24 

then you will hMr* b~ yc>ur fill. n 

Elijah osuM.om n&re as;a.ins·t. $XCe1a1JiVEJ1 eating and drinking. ~ 

~liesi that it om ov~~t~ and b'omres at~ey·, be will liter~ 



bu:nt11 A mm d1.ssipa1;iea his er1e;rg.y not ms :rfil~ tn tood alld drink, but 

in his m:tiel"' 1.a.s well.., A stomach 1\tll of .tood leaV!ilB no room tot"' th~ 

wide rgJat;$ ot mnotiones whit.lib provoke a pe~son1 $ t1.11mper. Elijeh•s le•* 

~on tu~re 11 hoWE)ve:r, 'J.fJJl:q involv1 more than just a.dv·1ue on pn;1$ical com ... 

.tort, His stattlmnt. &l.!$0 r1lateta tbt physical 001i~U tut1o:r,1, of Mo in• 

d1V'idliel ·tit;:i b:W pe111s01.ial temp:u .. m1111nt. Elij~ mi\V' be imtcatin; tbe ~;x: ... 

ti11nt. to wh10b m1(,ex• Qff$et1 a aMn. It iii d s1gtd.ticarm as w \-t,WJm.t.i .... 

t;ir of 1"00'1 1~nd. drink which bl ~onsuml!HiJ. A ~t'WSO!l ou"1'rt. to :regillat.~ bie 

eating ~ dri1lk1~ in proptlll't.:lon to hil teniper. 

In th9 1J1.sgad10 phase ot hi~ te•hina Elijah al.10 revtt£1~ an att1 ... 

·tud.~ wwawdu th4ll rGl• ot w~. 0Rabbi Joi~ met Eli~l!lth and 111ld to 

bim., •It is 11r.ritten., ••:t wiJ.l matte tor him a helpmatt (Gen. 2•18). 1• 

· ln what wa:y is a w~m a helpmate to a man? u El:Ljl!dl amiw~rs J •It a 

man brings wheat, cl0!$i! he emw the wbeat•t It :n~, ~ai h• put on tihe 

t'la? Does ibil not tben bi"~ light to his e;res and put him on hia 

te&tin2S 

Elijah sugg&N.$k that a w~ SSl"Vll a TMlitA li\Y" cooipl$ti:r>g th11 tu.no ... 

tiom which h• perforzn1io Om partner isl :!Mompletili without tb.e otoo:r .. 

Both dep~nd upQn ~a.oh otl~r. A 111an imd a worn.an ao1uplement Ei&Cb other 

by Vi.rtus 0£ the fumt3.ons they p~rtomll> A wcmmn GJutbles a rnsn to · 

tultill h:'ia intenUone in the tuka he pursooai0 

The ~1cond major pha.sti of FJ.ijah •s x>ole i.ri a VJa~her is t\~ic. 

It its :lmt>ortMt to :recogni.~ that in this ~llila El.1Jab doss riot. 1.U.te:r 

·tJ:~ l.egal !llYltom all':'ead,Y' con1troot~d and. G1tablishN b;sr :rabbinic t.:re,d1 ... 



ttion. ill• imt~ta..on refJ.Bt)te tm ezldmii~t ot ttie rJt"evat~ ~1tenh, 

t'iuat$v• i.Ut~tlon ~- impd'\I 4"• not ®n'b:rad.t~t imtk expattds» or l'I• 
. . 16 
inl~ces ttm establ:Lsi~ ~1.o pr1nc1plel<it · 

Ellj&:tt ab:ldta:s l:f1 tti~ pr!m:tp19 o.t ~1C>~;L/i7 :t'Ule+ Ho t.•1lllitm can 

viola.U!: l$glll P:t."~:l.pl• iitlre~ ~ upc;~,. h ¢Jlal'ih:•~ iUWJtraU.on 

ot tb:JJ!l point .:ts tb$ ""Qt o<mtitli$t betW$n Rabbi !r.JJ.Ga~ b.- ~.mu 

am the wh{.';le ~. ot. ~l~~-rt 'l'he r1ajo~1-· tu:iu~ ~ •tho:r1t.y 

ot 11ls opinion. A ;p n:.i bow~ o~Ml<1 ou~, t•Wfq do 1~n\ di•pu.'9 wttb 

Rabbi. !liet11~., snins; tha'ti :in. ill ma,tne ~ i1:l;il ~ea with bt.m.,n 

Rabbi JollbW\\ thtln prQ~1t~d1 11It iii ~ a ~fl•" Rabbi J~!~ ~ 

pl~d i'that ~bbl!. Jolilhut. amar1\ tbat Tm.~fJl bad ~re~ l~n ~v•1 at 

~0Co1mt Sirmi.. 'fhl law ·wa1 tt:i.~ ~ub~•t w la~ auttto~t7 •. A "J>p n:.i 

could am ift'fal:l.da• the pl'tnQiple o:t: m30ntq ~e. Wl'Jen R~ la.them 

~ :Elijlh a®u\ twd*m naportHi to ~bi d{)thua*ii £lJtatemtmt1 F,J.ljah 

NWWfW$4 ~~t.. Oocl ,la\lgnM at :repli«lt n_, •m bave de.f~t$d Mei, iv 
. . II 

4110m1 b.itV~ af~at.d l'e+t&·. 

No ~1nll• 1m14ent •but1•t mer• U1$ ~i"'L.10 ellmnt ~,. 

:a'Abbinio tbout:nti. F,;J.13• blra:r$ tt~r•• the ~-~notion ttif.At1 

~i:iven 'b3~1.o p~e«« arid. poatill.at.&$ Which ~ d1W.m~ ~ital> t~ 

~sa.t s,a~m is •~tiff~ Q b~ ~tl:t.'tlitiQl\111 bN 1• m ~~ 

to ~ ~~tbolt v ~oxd tb.;ia.t ot tr• bWIM 1'1tid ~ this p.t~it11e of' 

CWMHIMWJ# b1 •:&@:r.i.ty. Mm:i is both. tbill CtintiJNll C01i)em 1nd ~ CMtJrti.ll. 

infl:11em• in the &.lv•J.Qpmuit at tmi h~. onoia Ood e1~blill'd1ed ~':r~ 

t•iri :rul~tl or pNU$dwe, He &band.om:• ~lis own p:t."tlrrogative to vio.\atl 

ti~ $1Y$'tlltm• At'looN:Utt to li:lijm and ~abbtui.a thought., Clod HjJlmll!Jlt ~iii 

a\'dd.$ ~ ttie pr1M1ple1 al.~e~ (#Qftl.WUOt"• 



'11, 
~·· 

Elijah :impartll!I his own halakiO :i.:nst.:ruotiotl Q'nl;y in sit.uati.1.111s 

wberEid.n the $1Jti.,1 are not cuilightentd. RabbEth b~ Ab.babu once ~t 

Elijah s·banding in a non ... Jewi.sh c~et~i".Y'• ~!$ ~ai.d to him, "ls a 111Han~ 

te'1t to b~ ·appl.:1id in tavor o:t a. ~bto:r?» Elijah. repliad.1 nwa dedooe 

the law oi' prove:rt.1 (m•itten mare) t'rom that Qf va.luatiOIUf.tn
19 

Whi.l.$ 

oi: a dabtl'.>~ it ii. wd.\tll'b?l;t "AM if ii.by bt"otbe~ ~ w~n poorrfi tbA'an thou 

1iuut :ni:liev~ hilu•"'o lle a.lk$d E:U.;Jan :t"urthe:r, •tJlow do we know that 

a naked. aMn mst not separate\'" FJ.ij&lh a.newe:red, 11rrr¥m th~ vel's~, 
)l 

•That h.t11 see no ~lfian thing in th.ea.• 11 Rs.bbah. a~d to him1 "Are 

;you oot a p:rie•t? Why then do you atand in a c~tery? 11 Me raplie41 

11H~s th.G muie:t" not atildied th.$ law1 o:t: p~ t;r? for it h~:uiJ bCllen t~\tgbt, 

tRabb:l. S~on b. '.to:tud said.1 "The ~aVe18 of G11.m:t.11Eu~ do not defile 11 fOr 

it u wri:titen, t:And ye m.r no011:, the i'look ot 'ltf3' pastures ar1 men. 

Only you ar<a demigna:ted men.nl2 

llUijali :lG'tfl.Gots ;tn th:lis halakic 1uuisase 1111 Qompe.111td.on £or th(!J 

poor. T~ d~s:tit..Utlll man ea:n onl;,r bG eX'pected ·t.o ps:y a.ooord1JJ8 to bis 

111w.u11.ruh lo c:redi to~ can d.~and. mora tha.n hie debtot> i~ ab~ to proVide. 

It is a B1blidal. p&,;.ad:1pt that. no 'W'l.ll~allEJSS can app1ar oofo:r~ G<i!de 

Mu& ty W$.$ rega:t"cled u s. fQm of un!'il®~EifUh . a~~ the S$para:li:Lon of 

t.e~ invQlwd a b$n~1u.lict.ion 'Which it•el.f wu ~on$id•Nd m>. appear-
'\ . ' ; . -·· 

~Eit 'beaQ:re God, r10 rmked rruan could a11pa't'ate te:ru.ma'ln. H~:re Elijah ·tras 

provid1d a :raison d'etre to'fl a ;practice fi1l'e&<\Y kmi.ng obstilrved •. With 

:rell!lp$Ot to. his preaa.nae 1r. a non"'!Jewish demlilt•l11'• El:S.~.ah c:tte• Sb:imeon 

b• ?ohai u hia ;jl:tatit:tcatio:ra •. He ~ont.ends that, according to bit* 

Scl"J.ptural varse,; a. prl.41i1$t my sitand in a non.,.Jeld.$b oeraeooey b4JO&Ul<il 



l2e 

the bod.i.es of 0Eint1les do not d~f:tle. Th.$ hSilaki<.i ohat>aets:r of Elijah' i 

i:net:ru.otion is tl:nl$ rt1Veal$<l in tnu pase.9.g& in ter.tn$ ot 1 tis 1pea:U."ic 

ltual'!lcma i the xoouans test is applied in favo:r t:>f a. d.f!lb)or 1 a nud~:rpe:raon 

oa.r.1.not eieparlii.t~ te~h1 ~d a priest ma;r a.ppt:uu:- .in a non•Je11r.l.$h 

@~mtit$i•y, 1'or ail thne stat1raent141 Elijah brings SO;r:i • .trM~al Vt:t"iU»All 

' ' ' 

ae proof for h.:Ls op1n1on.! 

lt(l;J dQ~S not uw~fl:l 'brl.ng Scrtptu~BJ. n:rset a1 ev:ldano~.. Eli~ah 

te(ltoh~s thflli aag~1 :tmpo:rtant ha.J.ak1e les1Qns; b'y vb'tM ot the:l:r <>wn 

sxpe~ence, On am QOCa.$~.on .. h~ ta.ue;nt R;abbi .Jii.'tse th& oon4itiona of 

'lr.l'Ol'$hip by oo~:reeting his m'littllke$, The Talmud t'ea.o:rdl!l1 
11 J:t has been 

taughtt a. JorMill o~s1 ttJ: wa~ om~ t~velina; on the road, and I tnte:fitlld 

into 01ie t>f th11 ruin$ of Jtl1~ttSalE1m 1n ord4t to .P?'SN'111 Elijwi,. of blesised 

memory,.. app~aNd and wai tad tor m• ~:!!. the door unti.l I ti:n:l.J'Shtld f1W 

p:r~. Atte:1r X finished rq pr.ayera. h~ $d,d. to me,. 11Peac0 b$ with 

you, m,y mut~lt'.l" And l r~l:l.ed;; nJ?eaa~ b~ Witb you;. m;v- maste:i." and 

tl!~.ohterl 11 And, hii Sta.~d to me 1 11My son, w~ did you i<> :lnto th1~ 

:ru.:i.n:u I .repli~d, ••To pl:'~.11 He :!la.id t;0 r•, '*'X'ou augbt to hta~EJ 

pra.;red on th~ :road,. u I :replied, Hl l$~ed1 l5st. passel"l!ll•b;r might 111 ... 

tfl:rrupt m(f.n He ~a.i.d .'tQ. M$1: "l'ou ought to bavi l!Jaid. an abbrev.tat~ 

prqet'. 11 Th.uf.I. I then learned .t':rom him t~~e tb:tng$1 O,ne :must not e;o 

ixi..to a :r.uinJ <n1111 may s1;r t..i.~ pro,yof" on th~ 1.t"~ pd 1£' om doelt ~.q ,, 
h:Ll.t p:raye:r on the :t10ad.81 he l:"ecite$ an abb;r~v1.m:b$.d prqEu:1.t1 

Eli~ah ooqasionally ap:pe;a.~~ . a.al a defa~~etr o.t the i:1;:it•nt o.f t.b.e 

ls:w., There are l'$~o:rd.ed indident1 i:tl whi®; lt}l.:1.jah a<.rttll in tbe ~pt~ 

rit1 and not, by the ll$'bter ot 'th'-' law. Elijah ,,llQe. tou:rd a child: 



langt11.Sbing with hunge:r and sitting on a d~ap in Jarusale:n.. It 

tu1ned out that the ehild wu tho only lUlllf);ber ot h:l.$ .t'aurl.l;y' etill 11111.ft 

all.Vfh Elijah Qf'fered to t~a.clt tbt child ·word1 to 11v~ by, and. the 

child .Qgl'."~ed to l~:rn.., El:Ljah proceeded to teach the child. the 8l'M:Hiua, 

'but# the ahUd 11u-.14.- ••ie silent& Fox• one xnust oot make ~1ition o.t tht 

Lord t B n..'l'U'l8t1 n Tm Ob.i.ld. :rtaeted :i.n t'tbit.!l l'JlliWn$);' b@OaU/A~ m had not 

~en t&U'1Jbt th~ t:ru.e Mt"Vi~ of the Lox·d. J:mm.ed.\atel~t he took out his 

idol and ~.ira'bra@ed :it mld lds11ed :t~. ~diatel;y th(1)ffaft~:t, hi..'1 

a1tam&1h bu;r;t ~ he 4i(td • .34 

El.i~ah had t:ri•d to comri.M@ th& hoy th&t e~lioit tt•\Ull'b iti God 

tiould de:t.1..ver him frQm ~ending deat~i. Tbl!J oo;y died beaausei1 unlike 

Elijah who $ought to save his JJ.fe by aoting upon tn~ apix•it of th~ 

lmi~ he ab1d$4 'b,y' tbe let~:r of the law which .f~rma:d him t,¥;; ~ak th.• 

On another oco~on an indiv.id.uu being pursued b;V' 't;~ Romans took 

r;i;~tuge with Rabbi Jo,hi..ua..,, Tm r1~ deman®d his eut"'NmerJ otherw:l.a$ 

t~ would amli.hilattl) the entire city. Rabbi Jo~h:®. urg~d the fugitive 

to e;iv~ u.p. :Settl©r1 he thou.gllt1 that one mall @h.o'llld die t.b,g,r1 a whol(ll 

~ v ~hould be elaugh~n(1., The fugit,ive yJ.el®d ~ surrtmdered. 

Elijah&> wno h~ of~n rts:lttad Uabbi Josht.w.lf summed h.W1 tor m.wv dqih· 

When Itabbi Jo!'Jhua inquwed. fQI;' a r~ason for b1s i!\bs~nce, Elijlll!h ex ... 

plainflld he would not a15soo:Late 1d,:t'Ab Wo~rs. R&bbi Joab.ua quo-t~ed 

a Mishnab in support of bj,s conduct, wt El.t;Jtah was unmoved. 11:00 you 

4lonsid.er ·thi~ a law tor a p::LOU$ tmw.? 11 htt aaked. Otb.er pt1op:W msht 

haV'El been right 3.n do.ing what you d.i.d. but you itahould bave d.Gne other ... 

wise. 113!) 



Aaooi:-ding to thi!li .lm... ~ tb\I :rabbi. waa pe~tted to ~uxi:i:.•end.er o:n(!,11 man 

in oro~r tl:u1t &:U t-'b.e inbabitanta mght ~ aavedJ but a pious man; for 

Elijah, i1 $Xp~ated to tulfil.t not me~l.y the Jstt&r but the intent 

ot ~ law. Here. th0 1n.t.$nt was to avoid los1 ot MY life. On another 
36 

occulsion, R~bbi Jo$hua we.a d~f!ipl;r humilated ta i'1m out the.t ~X't'.!?$me 

rigor wu oot prcaewo:rtby in ~arem.cnia..\ matters. Elijah pointed oui; 

to w dilll!oiple ot the Rabbi th• u:npleai:Hmt consequences of too n ... 
gorou.s a d"ision b7 h11 teu.itcher. 

1.n still. WlOtbe" O«ittHlJ Eli3Nli!l J:ll'.'O~td seve:re C~t\Sltl."it upli>n It .. 

Ia~l h. Jose. R ... latunaAl waa willing tG &<lt as a lml.ift' 1n pro ... 

•ecuting Jew.tub thieve11 and er1:mi~$. lh'V<tm tncugh tb~ Law lit;era.lly 

pe:nnitt~d tlluCb m.ctiv:!:t;r1 !l.1jah a.gain c~ioned the props~ spirit of 

bu.man ~o~>altid.i:.:m.. He a.dvi8ed 1-t.. l.t;hm4Gl to follow the e~;ple ot hi~ 
37 

te:t.h• and. to leave the count17 e 

Again~ u a m:t.tigator at tl'!fl law~ Elijah teaoh11s that oute:r &P"' 

pea.ram" :tJJ no intiicato:r ot a l'IU.U'1•3 inne:r worth" 'What d"~rmines in ... 

dividul roo1x~t 11 not. Stri(lt .arih•reooe to thtia l(ll;tt$;r o.t t.lle l~w, but 

an 'lll'¥iersta.nding of' mo:r.s,1 V.!!llue~ whim the la.w sh.ot!ld approach. A ro.an 

a juci8Elld nQt b;y his appearance but b;y h:ts 1nt.entiom,, An e;r,eellent 

1'.llustra·t.:J.gn of thia lesion involv~s m :in.oide:rrt.
38 

aom em:\.ng R. kkl:roka 

Humo&h. R~ Bll:roka us1.1ul w £:requent the ma:rketplaoe at SQ La~>at wba"N 

f£lij~ appeared ·oo bi.m11 .On on.11 oCtHiS:lon., R. l'le:rokQ wanttd. to kmm 
J 

who had a po:rt.:lon in tM world 'to 001~ • E.1.ijah 1101.ntfld ttl a man weez ... 

:tng lilaok sk~oe1 and no ta1w £ring;ea39 wlio tu,rxw. out w be a j&1.lel"• 

As a j&ilf~r he f.lteks to keep men and WOnl.(l)l'l Stlilpt'trate,, to p:r$aerve the 



chast¥ity ot Je'Wiallh Vi:rgim ;a:ni ad.vistas ratibil of' evil deorees againet 
;• 

th«ll Jeweii. Elijah also pointed. to two je1te:rs who Wlr1t a port.ton in 

the tt:orld""to""o~ beca;us• tbey devote tbEt:i.:r li Vfi:IS to mnki.ng peopl~ 

happy and 1'4'f!olving arg'Wllents. 

TM lesson Whioh Elijal'A t.~aohes is ol~arl\) Ou.ter appea.1."ance dOfjtf 

not emu.re fllavo:r in the $:1ght of God. IndeEl!d adherence to ·t.he letter 

of t.ha law of"tlijn has no 0Qnn1etion With a man•$ inm:r worth. 'l'lm j&.ile:r 

openly viol.a:tes 0t1rtain injunot1.on1 r~g~ding the i:.ru11i0Ana:ey d;re~s of 

JewEJ. He does not ~ wax4 the .f'l"'int?;~H• which 1M a Bib1ioal. :1.njm'lettoo.. 

Tht:l two clowns engag~ in oooupat:tom which.1 1-,y ba:J.ald.c 1tandardl;ll* iwe 

ctt.s~racai\11. A 1'!'.lan ahoul.d devot.e his life idmally to study' ot 'J:io:i:•ah. 

Yet11 aocord:tng to Eli3ehj both men have a. portion in tbe worldrw-amrMh 

lBoth of th@lil v.1 olate toe letter of th~ law only to i'Ulf:tll a gr~a.t.f:tr 

ptwpose. b jailer dieguisea hiS t.Tudatmm externaJJ.;,r to realime it 

:1.11t&melly by belpiOi other Jawfl to pe~tuate ·their f~ith. Tbe two 

je11rt~rs engage in wcu:k Uuat 1~ acomed by the hal.Qkah, only to bring 

happim11.u:J i:ntG t1ba l:.S.Ye$ ut other~.. Tbe int.~ntiom of .a man• a action 

i~ua.:.rantee his immo:rtW..itq1 :rega1~dl~HitS of his ·t.,~gl"6aU'liox1 of the 

written Jaw. 
s~·tim~a:. .in hifi Hal for t:be spirit of t-he law, Elijah :re ... 

ma;~d tm stem m;id 1rwi~able prophet Whom Ahab te~£:td. fh never 

l~t h:bJ \'.)ld 1'ana.t1@~ ~eal tor t.bE) :i:ttlient or ha.lmd.Jl primiplth For 

!1,J:i.j~l ~· 1 t W8.$ not E>..nougb that~ a nml'l a.bid$ by the minimal. d.emamls of 

tl'oo mtl~.,. Mo:t"e important wa.o tbt n1ood~ the f~el1tltb tm 11 ;s 'l ::J 

which accompanied his }.'l11u•.fo:ana.ooe o.t' d:u.ti~~. Aa av:tdencl* of this 



aoovic.rt.i1:>n1 :EJ.ijah once t\ltruck a ro.a,n dead, bl!tcau1' he £ailed to per ... 

£02:-m his devotiom w.1..th t,bil proper reve:ren(lle. 40 

.At anotb.li&r t!.me 1 n.. Eleazar$ the son of. Rabbi Jo• OM$ nlEl!t :l'Rl:i.jeb 

driving 4$000 Olilltel.a h1uavil~Y"·"laden., Wllen bt aSk$d, l'!i"li~&.h tio rev·eQl tb!iil 

ne.tiwe ot th@ l.oad Which thil$ camels wre carcyill!h hEI ~eived a gi;·t,range 

answer. ur.ene~~ cunn.el~,n said El.ijah, u,ar~ laden with wrath and f'fJ.'1!1 

for tho§je who tial.k ~ing their pri~e:ra .. ntil 

r~l3 &x.l,['Q~ to iMtrue·'t. the fl'il~n ., ZJ'.9 ,. His ~">pqiQ'N"tee~ to the 

aomnon xuam 41.:re usually re1$rved .t'ar a®'tb.er f'lmlltion,; t;o r.ie d1$c'ooacu1 

$ho1~tly.. WhEJther Elijlb • s iU'Jsooiat1'>:n w1 th tbs schola::r cl$.16 in this 

capacity- retleotHJ any di~td.nction in stat.us between that ~lU$ .. am! ttie 

oomJnon peopl(i oan cml~ ·be con_jeoturEld. 

El1~&n not on:J.y imparts ha 'ld.edom to indi.Viduel .e~1g~s, bttt he 

teaohes the l"abl:d.s 6.1$ a g.roup as WGJ.l,. He is ~ t.t"1qu~nt visitor to 

the ac~nies. Tb.El) :rabbis r1we:1:1 stunmon E.'lijah to :Unpart hi~ wiedom., 

&I appears spo:t1taneouaJ,,r and unaolicitett. Hf!J df6liwr~ his lesson 

without Ml"9' 11$p&oU1c request o:t :l.nvite.·~J.()n. 

It ha~ wo been obsell!'Vl!ild tha.t1 Elije.b. nd.tigat~~ thG law. His 

instruct.ion Cotl.\IJists of pr1£ct1cai w3.i!!dom• tm.d hie ~iit~ ~d 

legal prl.n()ipl& is t.l'mt law i«l ~ lnr!ll~ w an end,. th~ end being pr<.>""' 

per conduct. Elij.ah tb\le ~wt eW.t. th• law tor i'lts own eru~ti Whetti<f>t~ 

11:1 hi~ l®g.il. or 2nor;al. w~·t.ion, 1U1jih. i~ ooi:ctl:rmd more wi'tb :r:•a ... 

a.U.mitric th.In thaont:Wel situat1o:ru.~. One ot Bl1jmi ~ $ tt.mct,10:1:1s 11 to 



glorify t.he intent o:t thtt l.a.w in <iiontt-a~t to it1 oomer1t111 

In hie aggadic t~amiing1 Elijah er1oour~es vi~t~ which m:"G $.CM 

ue$sibl0 to a11 man, :U'I'$sp&ot:i.ve of hiiil lea:r:mng. Moralitq doe~ not 

dapettd upon :tntielli"etP~. Oooc.l. deade ai-a ~va.tlabl$ to any man vltM:;i would 

choose thew.. ID.ijall'' model of' b1.m1an eXD€1tlliitltC411 oomists not itl moral 

perf(!llution11> but in simple .a.ct9 of SEl:rv:i.ce to otkl€li:rei and mode:ration in 

peraon& beha.vio:r!!t 

Elijt\b • ~ s.gge.dic teaohiti; is al.80 dt)@ipd "to prortdii oomfort in 

t-he presence at tryii'lg Oi1<cum8tar.1c.Gs" Pov~;y is cti.i"!ioult to end~ 

lmt::l.l it ooool'l'l!J$ ~Vi.de·~ of QQd•a r~vor. Eli.Jab tr~or.nw a c~~e 

into a bltlt'iling. Ab~ 1G dist:r~iugbti w1 th iuilt<»i''il!e:l:ings un.t.:1.l Elijah 

r&assure~ him t..hat onl,f his i~iuual liJetUilit.1v1t1 aud i.Migllt m1 ~ ,, 

him m<>r~ prone to tbe tmli)t.at:b;;~~ ~sti~ in th• wo;rld. As pa.t-1.t of 

ha :ln$t,:ruction Itl1jlAh ~ ~mou1"'aging;1 auppoi"'tive,$ and re1is:1unng1i> 

h'lijah 'a all~g:Lanoe t.o legt<\l p1i.mipl<1 in b:bi halakic teaching$ 

indica:t(l!I the 1;~ttint to whicl1 the legal. qstm11 hu tak~n root. A~ is 

implied in Eli.jah•s $tatemimt$1 p~t:teul&r' decisions can b!!k di!!tiputed• 

but 1'.lOt ·Ule S"/Btena 1 t~~t" Tlwre a,r$ rules ot C'gUlm1Jn·t 'tly whidl a.,U 

pa:rtd.oi.pan.ts .inust ab:id.~$ m~ not evttn EJ.i~ab or ~ oa:n overrule tbs 

auoepted l@g&l d.1soipl..1Ue. 

Eli,jab ~ d1spl~s conmi.d~jr@le rsapeet. ·for the intesrity of 

rabb:i.nio lGa&lir6!lbip. !1v~n in CMes ot &$adl.o0k, Elijah doos :not ~4.x 

bitr~at1 betwel!n one position or w10th$:l11it I.mrt,ea.d, he proolailmi that 

both aide$ are correct. WbAitther intended or mt- tb:ia defet'Et~1ce 'Wi:l.iQh 

Elijall :t'laye to the sagea enhances ·t.h.e st.attt.1 of th• eohol&"tt,. 'th.er$ ii 



no appe&L tor deoieion beyond tm opirdons. ot the :r.,bb:l.$ th~m8elves ~· 

From t.l'MI avciil.able eviltenc~ it ~eema certE:lin tbat Elijah wu ;re ... 

eogn1.zed 4$ o. purveyor of. lmowledge. The ext~nt of ha influmme anotlg 

tlle x•abbis was w:d.versa.\1t Not or:ll~r wsi.1 El1j~i's wtt·truot.ion p:ract10al 

a:rd usatul, but :tt was x-eapsctt~d and *iege:rly-a.n'td,aipa.ted;J 



l. GizmJbe:rg$ L., IJ +4Eli6!!4!, pt ~ .. . ~f.WIS, Vol., IV$ p.. 2JJ. 

2. M1ahna. 8.nd Tott•fta at tbM ~nd 0£ ~oth. 

)., Mensooo·tn l~)a. 

4. Ginsbe:rth L., ~i,.~t...O~ ~be,..~i!i.f Vol. VI, P• 339-

$11 

1. Midlt"uh Mieble 9a62. 

8Q Bliabu Rabell lth9SJ Eliahu Zu.tsh l~l67 41 

9. Sin~r» Isido:tGg Projector and M~ Edi.:t..o:r.: .. reid.tSh 
~lopfJdiail Vol. "I1 P• lhle 

lO- lbid.0 

lJ."' Ope Cit. 11 Jih l6J. 

12. Babb9. Melian ;9b.- ll4a ... bJ Nmgillah l$bJ Bs:rakoth 32"' 

l.3. lla:rakoth 29b. 

14. Ar1at.~el' Nicomachean Ethiosil Book II~ 6. 

JS. Sukkah !)Sla;i 

16. He would h.oor!0 su.n:endered to tm ttropt.ation of oohabita:Monll> 

17. "An old .mm'l1• who lncka ~ mo~ sp1e1.i'ic :ldentitication ie 
res~d int~ T&lmud ~ lti.dl-£ilb as t•the apirit of 
E'J.i.ja.h"' u Se~· Sooino 'J:al1uud, · SOO:kah ;i2a1 P• 2491 Note l. 

18,.. S1:tnbe~in 98ao 

19 Ill l'o:ma l?b«l TheM Jews ~- rwt pwtl.tJh.ed beoauas Sa.tan o~t 
p:.rosacute on too Day of Atomtl'i.~mt. Ao,;oroing to R~ bGll 
H~, tb.it.J oomluaion is derived. from th.~ numerical value 
of the lettunJ in J ""11'1 • Tog-eth.e:r they- equal 
364. 011 364 di.JI~ ot thG year,, Satan aaii act as the ac ... 
eu.«Mill";, rut on the 36.$th dq1 the Dq of Atox~nt, be is 
aile~we11d. 



21. Sime llabtmh b11 Sb.Ula ~1ad ir:i.terae&K\ on t»h~ of ~bbi M\til"11 
thfJ Sb.~cbinm was moved to i~on 1141 Mei:r«1 

22- l~~ah l;"e 

?'abllaoth 6Ja,. 

El:tahu R&bab 14 ... 1;;1 ·ro ... ao and W.iehu zuia. 211! l"fl ... 17$ @otAa1s'1 
of lSlijah'~ llO&'rlf'~a~ \'4th p~ple wll() aoaepted the 
't4.t'1twn Law but no\ thlil o.tril Lav11 In ~veq CU$1' Eli~ah 
:tne1i:Jttd on th~ .aql.wl. v~d.i.t\r et the Oral Law., 

27 • l~bba M$11.ah $9'011 

28111 In Cilia$ whltn the 11Chol~t:J diftend 1n tbeu opimo:na, Elijah 
was iu~u~ quest..toned as to how th~ pi"Oblem wa1 :resolved 

· 1.c tbi! bnvenlf oou:rt. on~~ the Sag~s weJrf9 d:tv:ldmm over 
the q,uee't.1.on alifl to why Est.ts~ 1mri~d H1man to h•r ban.;;.~tti.i 
'lid.th the k:1ng. Rabba. bar Abba beuiJcteehed Elij&h to tell. him 
b(f.t:r :reliil. P1lr'P0$1&. Elijah ~w~ tba'ti all. tn~ fta~o~ 
glv~ by~ 1?a11~1~ ~the ;\moraila wn true, tor EsthA'!lr's 
i:w1tatiom w H~ had ~ p'ill'pOi:ies~ lie e:ava a $imil~ 
~,_:r tu the ~:ta A~th~ who &t'gutid with ha 4'olle~~i 
w~ the l'C!UitStm why t~ Epb:r~w who caused too WU'" Ag~t 
the tribt of !ilnjamUi fiNt ca'tt off tii$ e:onoubt11e and bn 
became ~om:Ued. to be:r. l511jab ittf.'o~ i:~bbl Abia<thmt' 
that tlMl brutQl ooDioot Wai.Li ~laiMd. two wa;ys i.n be~ven" 
ons aooo>'.?din&1; to Jibi&tbar.' •a amweption1 a1110the:r QOoordirJi 
to hi~ opponent, Jonathml•il!.i 

1rtteae inai&ints ob'11ioue~ 1rwolv~ no lfl~'4 d.1C1$1oti1h N~r ... 
tb.Ellea$1 they ntl<&Ct qa;tn IU.1.juh' ~ nloot.ance to a ... 
b1tr'$~ betwen ~antl1ct1ng op1n1on~h All ~ :tnterpn.t~ 
tti<>naa of tim Ratlbitt rsMi'Wl his eridors~nt. All are o;.,~ 
~1d~:red equal. i,n &tborit7, 



29. Levit.ious 27e8, ttAocordmg to the n11ans of him that vowed shall 
the p:riest val:ue him. n 

JO. Leviticus 2$12~. 

31. Dlluteronon(V' 23~1!). 

32. Ba.b'ba Mez1ab. ll4s. ... b. 

33. J:l$rakotb 3a. 

34. Srulh@drin 6)be 

)$. Genesd.e Ra'bab 94 (end)- Ie~lhal.ml, Te~th S, 96b. 

)6. 'I~nwba.lmit Shabbat 9, Jf;a. 

3'1 • :Ba.bba M~miah 84&"' 

)9. A Jew was disti~sbe4 by' th~ pr1senoe of blu~ fringe~ end 
the absenc~ 0£ bl.aok $hQGs(ll Tbi1111 \few w"Onll a diaguiae in 
o:t"d~r t@ 4lid h1$ people ~d Judaisrne 

40. -rakoth 6b. 

1'l.e Aooo:rding to Gi.:m»t~e:rg in the Le tbie legend is quot~ by 
wmy fll\1diev&l autbol"s or tid:f&$b1 As.,., 
p19otiv'ly» bu'ti :Lt is not fawn in too extant M1dl'ash1m Md 
r1ot in ·the Y~ru~halmi. 



Elij~ Q$ hel.p~:r ifil as si~io~mt u hie ~le of teaobsr& He ia 

thm! lt:i.Jldly b$;ne,f'1.ct<1»r of all de11~ pe:reom and utili~es M.1' powe:t>~ 

to the advani!t~1 of 'tlu.>H whom he v.l 1:1t~.111.) So pronrJutlO~d was thi!IB ea ... 

soo:tation Qt iOOO. daedi id.th th~ p11~11 ot ELtjah th.a11.\ even in rre11id.&nic 

1peculation, EU3ah'1; t>:rima:Y a~tiv1ti;sr !~ the restoration of pim11 am 
. l 

ht.tr~ tor his pecple(J The ve:r;r nm1e "Elijm&U beoame a syw>~ for? 

lov• and ~v--ence, ~eotat1on a:nd bOpta& a In h(ll&"lftil11 E:U..jah site !'it 

th(il cr~awqs, l One :road is that ot ~usti(J~, the othQ'> rod 11 0119 

of lave. On the arrival of a ;trigltteli.ll:tS ~:rson, Elijah call$ out nap~ 

~ th• gate~ that. th~ :rigbtaou.$ :n&tion that. k~eps taithfi1ll1eaa mq 

e:cite:r in- n
4 El:t..;Jm •ef'V'es as too il'UPP''" of' tm ~just iand upright& 

·.rhe rabbis contend th~\ when the Angel ot ooatb viaita: a city, the 
) 

doi$ o~., Wb.<m Eli.jab th.$ prophet o~ e11 tbs ®gl73il lau§J:h" Elijah 

is viewed by and. l~~0 as th~ sp1ri.' of wr~o1tial joy .w ~1l!flver Uul!l:re 

is ;;1~ ~m.d happiiuu11s, ther~ Elijah w-J..ll be. 

Tl10se tJ~1eo~tiom1 b.owwer predod~ th~· .:i~, depict EJ.1jah8$ 

Oharaotf:3:r as it Will m~tlf'e~t it$elt in the tuture. They~ largely 

tbeo:ret1.oW. statements. Aa in t.blf l~t cb151ipt0r1 we &·~ &'Aal', oor.ru11:tMd 

in this st'!;tC\Y w1 ttJ, ·~e t.l~O:ll"etioal deacri.ption ot Elijah• s role. Wfl 

are ;bitereateO. in ~~if'io i:i:lQidf:.nt!Sl in wbiob. ts t'~stifie~ to tm qw,i ... 

11 tMll a.ttribu'Mid to him~ Th@ foUowill!fi chapter i1w11u1tigateis not what 

hGlp Itl.ij<ii!h ~ rlln'ldert 'bU.t; Wl'!Qt s-.:i,pp<ri he bl! ~ad;r <GiV$ll ·to i:)l@r""' 

sorw in dif'lioult oiro\w,stano1s. The ~vi™anee i0'11' his 1&mti tr as a 

helper ia rest:k"ioted t.o bi.s reooX'll'1ed appeal"Qm (!)So 



11:lijah•1 co:m$HA for the plight of bU¥nan beittg$1 may be ~ubstimed 

w::der tow tgpaa ot aotivit,y. In mau.Y' situatioms he is a support to 

·t.noae in Med:t pal"ti@1llarly wh&n thsy an; ~in mortal dang•r of' th<!d.~ 

lives. At ot.Mr tiriiHl1$ he apptuira& '00 oomf.1t the poor ~ the .p~. 

On still otb.e~ oocu:tiic1n$ ms intervenes to ~oomile opposing p~t101$ 

to re~olve conflict bet•e:n i'riend.e o~ loveJ>lle 

In.bis suppoi~ 0£ tholllis 1fl cia,nger11 Elijab uaallJ ~$~r.s w 

saw tJle lita 0£ , a i•abhi who im~ be®n Etocued bf tliie soeular aU:tho:rt .... 

t:1e::s. When· tl~• Romm bai.l:tfts wre ptWtSUi~ Rabbi Mei:r, Eli~«llh jo:ti~d. 

him. in the . guise ot a h•l@t. The Roni.rill ~aaari.em delilristed trom tM11" 

purau1t, to'!.' tb.$;\t' oou.JA not 'be:L1eve that Re.l?bl Muir would chooS$ such 
6 

a oompa.11:1.qn" . 

Ii'l Elijah 8 11J tunot::t..on as p~otfjc~ t>f tb.c~ :r&bbi~ in dqerl# it 

will be shown th&t· tn~n u a p1"¢>1N1!!d.on f'.t'Om pasllliv~ {l!;ll!d.tfta.rJ.Oe to 

a mt>re aoti:Y-e inww~n~1on. Jlijah d°' fl ~t alw~s P"'rto:.nn a ?•rot~ 

fea1' or ~ox• ~ir~nat7 Wrted "to deliv0r Jrrl.1 £~1em f:eom dang~. 

In tl:w.a inoideitt jU3t c:t ii~d.., 11.1..jab doe~ not rlllao:rt to any ~fates$;).. Ve 

aut o.t:' Viol.two. ma 1~®11• i\PfJG~lnO• l taelt is F.Jufti@iet\t to .Q.e ... 

lild,e ttA~ pu:t~uns and tG p:to~ Rabbi Me:'!z'. 

An ~.m:l.tl~nt wQ,~.ch portx-qa Elijl\1 1n ltli ~re attJiw ml~ oo~urt11 

in h1ta Vi1$1t to Rabbi~ bo Yob~. Rlbbi S1rneor1.~10 ap,nt tb.1.rteen 

lfe~$ in a oavti!> to e1aape th$ vengEJanoe of tbe ~, WQ.$ info~d bf 

El1;)8li .t~at tt!e J'•w-bait1x>g en1pG1:ror had died. Elijah ass'Wl°Eld Rabbi 

~ 1 l•i:m b. ,..obai. that it WM M!ft1 saf~ to JAa:ve h.ts bictlali plaC(ihil 

Eliji!Ah.1s not h.e:ra d:lt'~otly "apo~ibl~ f« Rabbi S~on'l!l d.6) ... 



live:iNmce. Rabbi Sinson sa.ved hiw own lite ey tlee!ng to tbs ce-ve h:J.m ... 

·~ell. I~li3ab did nQt put h1.m th!!.llre~ He onlf advi~ed Rabbi Simeon as 

to th9 proper ·ttitrul ·t:io leav$. 

??t••e ind.:icative of El1.~all 1 JS activ- int1:r.f~rem0 to tltitV«!l a lite WM 

h:t~ role at the tt:t.e.l of llab'bi. El~a~ai· b.. Pf.!r~ta. On tbie ooeuion a 

ma11 wu :r:t~ng to e;ive evid(l!Me aga:tmt Ra.bb1 El4ia1a:r 'ti'htn1 Elijah IP"" 

Pt'lamlld a~ a <li.gnitaey ot Rome. He said. to the man~ 0.As m:traclelf were 

won<• fo:e> h~..m (Rabbi Eles.wu~r) in all. the ct~ m1:11.tte~, so a m:t:ra.ole 

will alao h,appen in this om 11 &nd. you Wil.l only bEil st.1.01rm t\P aa bQ<i ... 

~'t'llredi!! the man,. b~ve.-r; di.~:r•g.fa"~d t.he wGAming and $tl.ood up to a.d""' 

W!'e•s · the oou.:vt. Sudd.$rlly a m>:t tten comn.mn.cat;ion ~om importEtnt mem

bo~11 o:r the go't'e:n1n1H1t) had to ~ ~ent to the $RIP$~. Ttm man wi10 tttami 

abotxb \o teat~U,y was o:rd~hd to dispatch the communio~~t:S.on. On t.hi 

road, Elijah c~u~bt up m.th. h:fan iWd hurled h.1.m ii dista;aae of boo ps~a""' 
mmgll'S. The u~n d11m.pp1.1un"~ af14 nia'\1'$r retu~d. f 

This :Lnciden'b 1~ 11ot typical of Elijah 1~uch ae he re$0~1.tio 

v:toleMfli. Eli.jab tmually opc:ratt\lis 1.n a :mol\°~r eu~ fa$hian. Iie .... 

ploys Violeme onJ.y u a lut alte:rm.tiV«!h Even j.n this' incident~ it 

is importia.nt to r4ote that El1~~m. hop~d that a wa:rning would suf'ti.oe to 

di*ltOourE~• thf) Witntlse t~:rom testifY-itni• 

Rabbini~ l.iteratu.re &;,es :reaoro imti\\lllces in wbid:1 Elijah aohiiaves 

hie purpooe by ~tiw interfal!'fflnoe oot Without v1o:l.en0(h His de.fems& 
. 9 

o:f.1 Hal:ibt Shila ii a lt'U11.4$G in po::'i.nt.. iabb:t. Sbilh1 had admJ.mstfll:r~d 

lashee to ~mm who had l~ inte~cours~ with an Egyptian woman. The 

man tben writ end inf'o:r.med ;.gs.inst. him to the ~we:rmtifint e¢ngi. 91Tl'.l.a~ 



is a ms.m among tl11 Jews wbo .aanini.ete:rt11 thl law without the permie$ioii 

of th.a gov~~nt. u10 
An ot.t':Leial wM sent to wmmon ~'iil"AilJt•,., . 

W11e:n tl6 cane. he was asked 1flrlhy did you fl<l)g tb.at man.? 11 He rep:Li$4.11 
. ll 

11Beoa:u.S$ he had inte:rcourss with a ahe ... asa.u Thq said to bim, 

"Have you witMss~ua?n He :repl:l,ed.11 nJ: baVi&• '' El13eh tllfl:reupon Cl!lal'.te 

in 'bMJ• of a Pet01Jiat1. .imd ,;ave ~Vi&a:r~e 1n support ot Rab SldJ.a Md 

at~atnat tl:\Gl Woxa::r. Rab Sh.ila. Wru5J honor~bl.1 ~1'a.i:i0d. and di, ... 

ohm:iged., 

fJ.ij~ a.1&.in tnte:rvened directly end ·aotivel;y but Wi.tbout Viol.., 

®nOB in h1lill . inappo:rtll of Nacnum 01~ Gi111mo. Ne..<:m.um w .. •nii to bear a 

gift f'arom t~ Jewft to the empe:i."o~ of R.o~. ·on route, be was rc'bb~d by 

bandits who :r~.t'ill~d bis !;lQX with liat"tb. Wh01i the empil:ror op9Md the 

box and dis~o ~d tbat the gj,.tt Wa$ jun a:t.:rt.1 he w.iw prep~d. to '18 ... 

outt11 Nachum of' tlill'dl'W• Elijah then appaAl"iad 1n the. guise of a RomlM'l1 

and a~ge$ted tba.t th1~ was the au:-t ot Al)~alumt~ wl'iich 'When t,h:rown 

turned :tnto swords ru1'1 a.rt"'ows. W~.th soob a g;ti't1 E"JJ.jah mai.ntArl.md,11 

the i!':!lm.pe~o:r could oonq:i:u~:r. any foe. The •~ror- dir~cted hi.s o£1"ice~ 

to hurl the d:i.M<-11 and indeed ~.t ~ti.d. turtl into swords and mTOws. 

lillll.Ohum iromed.iatfll;r bee~ a h1r~.. 'i!Jben t,he btmdi ts discovered h:i.s wo ... 

· Qe~s the;y too t>roue;pt din to tlw amperor only to be executed l<thtm. the 
ll! 

miracle f'adl..ed to OO<,m:r.. 

Thi~ lat&t ino:ld~m~ iia uni.q,m in two re•ot,. First ot all, 

Elii:Jah may ~ aaid t.o h~ve intEiNfnled not onl:f on bellalf o£ one i1'a'bbi.o 

. b'Ut ~ hahalf' Qf the ~nti:re Jen®. peoplelJ Naob:um. M.d been ~et1t. as a 

~tilt')nsentatiV6J of tll.l th9 Jews to tb.e ~mr. Had Naoh;um :t•a:tled to 



pleas~ tlle ampe:ro:r, his puniehment might have bean atmr~d by bis 

paople e w@lli11 

Secondly11 Elijah Eitnpla.Y'~ a. mra.c~ Mr@ to W'.:thiftw his pw:poi!il~h 

It. igi an un~aon :1.n$ilt~rme 1n wnioh El1jdl op~ate:t not through natural 

:P1"00es~a but resort$ to a su.pe:rm1:tura1. ~ent.. ltlijah i; not1 no~ 

a mraclG-'(fOa•ke:t :tn :rabb;;tnie l'.f.tera.tixre,. .He poSS$1Stl~ w powe:t1 to 

peixiform them bu.t usu&t.l;y t•al1.E!lll1 on a:l.t&rMt1v~$ xlCmnal:t1' ava:tlable to 

~vnumm ~ng. 

FJ.ij$Jll not only' t11aVtMl li19s .at tha fJ•o:tal hour. • al.$0 .~; ... 

tarts to tho$$ in m11ld ot ~athy Md cor~lat.ion. Ms iii not. onlY. a 

mw.~t w tbo11. in nt'ld ot a delivenri1 but to tho1~ in rwed of~ 

comfa~ u wall11t M$ :re~V&l:uat(!l'I lf!IX>ae-1 • s e:l.:rGurru1tm1c~e to p:rI'l'fide 

tM:m \ti th add.eel at:r@ngth md iiu1oou:ri:11gG•n" w ooe,r their burien11 •. 

Elij!llh on ooea$1on wou.ld interpret tbs oppre~aed ~ondi tion ot 
13 

I8:rul aa a 11<1ign of nod• 1 love tor Hie J)f1)t})plAh. It is J:>~port.$d thm.t 

ElijM •a.td to ;a~ lai Hai. and othen eq to Rill :hill!!lta.~$ t~t is th" 

rnelllllin{:l; of tne ~rse1 *Behold., I oovo :rGfimd t~hee, but. not u $1.lverg 

I ht.\.ve tried. thee 1n the ,~MC$ <'>£ atfl:!otiion. • (lttai~ 48ilO).? It 

teaches that the Holy Om Bl!!uised :ea He i.ient ··i;,nrouQti all tht good que. ... 

li ti!il1 .. 1.n 4l>rder to give them to Is:rru:tl I) but He tounti only povmy-. n 

For Eli;Jel\1. th~ t£~t that :tar~ sutte:r:a ii a ~ip of Uod'£il. love. 

Im.tt~ad of a h~tip,. pQ'Vti~ty oooot&fl a. virtue. Sut"fea:~S.ng ls an in• 

dioation of God's favQi·. The pl~gue of ~rt.1 ~boli3em mt ~,jlO* 

ti.on wt divine lo'!Mh ln the ai.ght «l' Ck»di no otb~:r value eq~ 

po'ltelt'tf• 

F.J.~iflb. comtorta not cml;y the peoplA!li ~ 1. unit11 but epecitic in"" 



d1~1 u well. He responds not only t@ tile pli~ht of b ration, 

but to the d~,spf:d.~ of }?ei'SQnil Wl'l0$G ~ld he.I been l!ib.at"t'A:rud by t~ageq. 

'f'lie y~ m&:M of a p:r.onlietng soholar. quet1t1.<med the juatice ot the 

death ft4 h• hw1fbarld., Th~ was no aoholu Who could p:r<*:f.• twr ·with 

a 1~:.d~isfactor1 &t7SW@. Bl.:ijah thereupon wnt to s~• h(lfr ai'ld ltld he~ 

ti,) ~lli t OillFtain tailirl&ll of her huebana~ Through a SUUdel'.a &W{iff~S 

of h1s. tr~&sttioM1 t..he yo\q wife v~ led to aolmc>w~dg'1 that he:r 

lll'ISband's death wao a d'1e;:rved pun:ittl?aen~jj 
Jlt, 

Some ndiht airgu.e that the help wh1oh E'JJ.ja.b ~r~d in. \h:tf.ll case 

was questiom~~. EliJah does suoeee4 in appenntly nlievitlg a 

x~s,~ o,f the 1d.dow• ii 4'..$ir1assj bt\t d0$i! ao at tm e:K:p&nMt of th~ 

h:u.~baratVs character. lt miclht not b111ve been coi:~iatent 'With lUi~ah•s 

c~Mtid.ottatfll nature to console t.he 'Hid.ow bl dMlgradi~ th,<;$ beloftd hl.ll ... 

band. 'fhe preae:ntil.M.on of cogent reasons for ~t.s &!la tb.11 how~er con.

'"imi~; t,ht.lf miiht ~, we~ i~prop:t:>tti\t. f#J#.' tb+J ocaallti on. On the 

<>tiler ha.nd:1 1:1~1&1 .roq be defended. Hi$ ob3~oti:lfe is to comf o.rt a 

woman il1 her· grifjf &t'tft:ti; t~ idse~t. of sonoJ.ar.f.Jl h&l failEt.d,. that oo 
directs himSBll to hhe WO.mm t till $J)61Ci.fio oomplaint a.nd SU.CC~ in p;ro ... 

viding art SDc~pt&ble ~r ~at~ .. lllti~ tlm demunda of t~ ~ tuation. 

E.1.ijab "p:re1Gnt$ a~i objeC*·tiv:.i.ty 1n the preaeooe of raw pt:a:tsonal agoey<I) 

He c.tl.tes tho 'bad in a manh~ na.ture a:b a ti!~· wl'u11n bu.man :m~.ture ia ;Ln ... 

olined to r.eoell only th.~ ~od. Stiil.l, howev·er painful hia x111n1~age 1 

El:l.JM pr~~ mta~lS..tv ami a $OO$e of justtee tmda:r tk.1,e most tx71ng 

JuQt u b1ta indicate$ the ju.iatii~~ in 1~~:ngl'y unju.et ocour0oo~GJ11 

so Ill.Jab works j~t:l.Qe wtlei~ :bdividu.al.s haVGJ been undulJ' WrJ»giad. 



Elijah 'br:ing1 euatie:i'totion ·to thooo mo tuwe been untatx·ly treated., 

On.011 a mm oa:~ :J.11to a stra.n~e ():tty shortly bei'om the bagirm:ill,f;!; 

of: too f.h.1iibhat;b. and did :n~ k~ to whom to entl"lU$t bie.J monq whillh he 

could not?c~ oo th~ Sabba:tlh He ~:r.elOI"~ w«at to t}·~ ~aue 

wh•rt: lUJ saw ~meom in t4.t:L:llir~ Pt'lilJ"Ulg• He g11ff tbs ma:ti all t.bllJ.t 

ha ha.4 for t&t'e1-piug., At the cmi~luulon o:t" the Sabbath hi ask~ i"o:f 

it• wt~ but the ••iJ>ily pi()tW ra:.t'Used to. aoknowledge h1e1 po&se$ ... 

sion ot the monq. T~ pQol" i~ ~ali~M b~ bad 'bfiMi1n dealil')i wJ. tb e. 

h,fpe():riw.. \'lien ha lflllll ~el'9fl!pg l!llijah app•1uu111t1d to him and showed. n:Lm 

b.ow tO: obtairi bis momy ~m tbl wU"i! o:t the lv'pocrite,., When hfAl awo~ 

b~ tollC7MEi!d ~ advitJe 0£ FJiJah@ Ht n~ only- rtlloe:i.Vfld. hie iocm.~y back., 

bu'b also ~xpoaed the ~~it@ f.'1',;j;' wlmt he WNh l$ 

EUjmi 1$ not only a aJupport to tino$& in <iringel" of life ~ in 

need of com:t'oa."t snd 1ati~t'.a.ct1on. HG 11 alflo regardf.ild ·a.a the helPfiX" 

of tl:~ poor~ WhG.nwe~ tll$ poor ~ al:u~ed or mifil·tr~ataid, Elijah 

bdng#J' them MW hope Md faitlh In at!Oi\lt itutl?!'l'JO~l1 he Stiaetks to ~

.UeV@ them ot their nd .. set'at)l.e1 !!iflovenly condition"' 

One man waES so poor 1• had to do manual Ja.b<>r in th~ fillil.d ot 

&noth$:r> l.a~r~ Elijah, disguised am an Arab, oa:me to vis:i:t hilu 

Md tell him tbat he h~ a~ven good ~m;o~ in stoN. He inusti deeidfi 

whetbe;r be wanted the good 14'~& in.imedi.a:tel,y' o:r 1:1 the futttl"ee •rm 
J)OQ:t• mml did. not at tir1t, beliaVft\ the st1~l!lll'l€;e A:ra.b11~ When, ho1~f$Vtlr.t> 

I~l:fJlilh retil.u>ned,. thE!I man anaiwared tb&t he mtwt con&Jult with his w.1.fth 

IJ.1og1ithor they decided ·to ·~like thG $1iii1Vfln good ~ara now. AfJ the;y· 

$l>Oke~ iw tbe:L:t wish 'fnl\!)JJ tul:f'Ule,l. Tbs nwi * s C'ib.:1ldren el1dd1ncy f<.nmd 



tree.au.re buried on t.h.e1:r land$ As wealthy atl th~y r..iacru11e, the man 
16 

mid hi.I w~~te Wlltd their n10M;r ohar.i. ta.bly. At the ooool.usion of th~ 

eeventh 1'f4Wt!1 El~.jab c~ to a.nnoUnt1e that th~ aev«tn ~ ;rears were 

OVt'lll"e The man :rC':qUell1lt!lJd to Worm: his 'Wife ooforil lril.ijah left. &.Iii! 

witfal propo~ed t<J El:t~an, nu: thou Ca'llSt .find flJ113 XU@X'~vlt who w.1.ll be 

more ccn30iantiow $'t$Werds ot the pledg$S cmw~ted to \l.a .11 than we 

ha.11'.e oot11n, l aball willin~y yield. them up to thGl@.n God ~oowltdged 

tb.at ti'uis~ 1~ople b,1)1,(l ~ propaii' u;41 of tooir w!i'l&J.th, mad H& granted 
l"l 

it. 'to thliMli u ~. pel"pi1$tual posse~$1on. 

An int.tett01tin1 point of this l@gtmd 1$ the eftilot of aritis upon 

El:ijah8,s p~. Eli3'1r'i or.l1i~ 1ntlindE$d t<> J'&lifaYe tM poVfl!r·tw of 

t.~~ caupls tempora;r.1.:1¥ tor nvfln ;r•nti!!rs~ By- their 0M:rit7 and kimt1s 

ru>w~ve:r1 -tb~· acaumulated ~u.ft':i.cient mQ:rit in Ood*s $1ght to oha.ng~ 

Elijab•s original intention. 'the t~thi~el me:ritll!l of ixuivid.ual.1 

posq1111 .en w:d.~ paw~ ot th.ei'r own. 

Another paneiple whioh ~r~f!JI f:J:lom tlm J..Cjgtilnd11 and ~bich 

obare.ctf.ll:td.z1d dlottf lli;jah •o enco1ua:~el:"e with the poor- :is thtil pur ... 

poa:Lve function of waltb. On$ mq11 na the coupl@ in th$ legend ~)u1t 

C1ted11 i:nh«ll:r1t waattb n&:re~ b;r good tm."tW'lh One retain1 it only 

. i~ .ilJoutid ll'lMBg@r.Ui'tntit W~alth for the eouple in thb1 legem px•Wid.ad 

th.am 'M1 tli a se~ ot :re~ponsibili\V• · ~ sbmJed t't~t th.er -~ 

the rieb.G$ t.b.ey had OOQ,Uirede 

hr~ ~ll\I •ve~al. reuotm td~ wn::toh ElijGb '14ll btHltow' wealth 

upmi deee:rv~ 1ndi.rtdudSJ. Rabbah b~ Abbal:n1. Wa$ a vitii1im <>f pW•t•ty. 

&Joaus@ of hi:,\l di.:fe circumstanaes Jl he admitted to El.ijab ·eh.at he had 

no t~ ·t.o de'\>'Ot<a ttlW h:ts studies. El:1.jf.1b tm:reupon led b:i.n1 into 



Parad:tae.l> told him w :remove hi~ nwitle and to fill it with les:1ree4' 

As he w,,ui about to laavEi1 a voice aaid1 410 desir~s ~ uit.toipate his ... 
sh~ in th.i'.ti world to c~ ~ bis ·~ ~ ... a.~ Rabb8h ~ 

Abbtibl:t ia do:1ng?tt kbb&h b~ Abbihu tbrew him l~avee away but ~eceiftd 

121 000 cm~J.1 tor bi.e upp•lf g.runoont ooaaWle it :rEIWl'led thei wondrous 

f:ragr~1~e of the lGaves ot Pm"adi"a"* 

So amd.o\Ull is Elijeh to i•@mv• p(tlt'e:tty for the saktl of Torah that 

h~ Viola\~ th11 prohib1tri.on of PQl!il'lit\ifJi a htnn"-n ·~tng to enter 
I 

P.rurari:tse Pfi~ to hi.a deat..lh EliJm.t. lgrlO:r~d establi$hed p:roc•du.re 

in o~ to aLl.$Via:t4 Rabbah ~ 1 poven;r so tb~t he :inight dwot~ bia 

lie:16tn tifle to ~tu.a,. 

So scsalowa is Elijah in hi$ detens• and protection ot the. poox

'tbat M ~ven di.ti!asaoei~too h:imf§elt from close .trJ .. ~.ndlil .it they mi~· 

tr0~too the neef.ly. He ome · dil~solv~ an intinta.07 ot ~ ye~ sti:md"" 

ing 'beirt34ltH hia bi.end b'i.d.J.t·, a Vt'Ui'ltibule wh.1.nb Wa'8 so oom·tru.cted 

that. the $u.pplio1.~:tii\"»M ot the poor could not be hiu~~ ·bf thoso Withl:n 
lS 

tbs bi:>usa. 

!J.:1.jan•~ ~a.th:J.em tor the plight of the poor even outwt11gh th• 

VMU$ of his mst intim11.t\'A .t:r.1$nd$b1p~. Ocaui{>ral.l11 aia in tbirs irA

oident., lu.m ~ense o.t' mor& rE.1impclnsibilit..1 t.o tbe po<>f' and :nee(%'! tak$fi! 
' ' 

preoedemfl ove~ at~her Gquai.l..y noble hum.rm. vaJ.ue1a. 

In one ot hie mort~ CQ~nwiible ~ndlavora. Elj.jab attacks pw$rtr 

t.0i enable a man ·to :r'@tain his mor&l i.nte¢t.7. Rav Ital~ w:at11 so 

~~d.Y he had to $upport himself' by peddling ho'WH!hold u:tEnw:tle. Oooe 

a lat.tr ot high 1·""1mding end~avo:r$d to fQrce him to oo:mm:tt an immoral 

act., Rav Kah1msb.t p1,,.tening il$tt.th to iniquity threw him4:11tlt :f:t>om a 



lotti. Though F~1jtih WM 400 pall~& tN8:/h ~ hastened to the 1:1pot ~ 

oaugbii Rav ~ tietQN M h:1.t tbe ground. In additioa1 b.$ gave him 

meaM em>\lib .to en.ab~ him to abandon e.n QCCupa:t.iorl. that w~ bee11t wi.1"1 
19 

P,e:z•ils. 

Elijah wMJ llQ d.ou'bt. 1J1111r~~si'l\d with Rav Kahmab • o. piety u well d 

bi~ poverty. Tl~~ &re oeo4M.~iom when. El~.3ah indic1AteEll that piety and 
' 

pove:rt;r ~ relatad. Pov~rty dor1.1 is mt &tw~ a 3uft'icil'int c1roum ... 

$tancEi to t.tUe:tt. EJJ.~ah 9 $ usi$tanee., It abou.ld be accompanied by a. 

meesure ot pl•t:r a~ W$ll-. 

A~ te~timOJ\Y to this obsel."Vation, !!lijah appe~d :b1 the guis~ of 

an Arab to a. veey poo:r man wol'ie pi~ty Qt4ualad bis poverty o Me gav• 

-the poQr mm two sh~KQls.. 'l~bii rnan $Ubs~q;u'1ntly attd.nad W1. tmp:c~esaiv• 

i'ort'Ame,. But in 'his ~~al to gather wo:rldl;y t~a*u:r~s 11 he bad Ms;L~oted. 

tir1 piiri'orm deed$ ot · piety and atlar1 t;r t as ~fafJ him fcme:r habit~. El:SJ$ll:t 

~4id.n ~ppear~d bei'ore .him. ·r~l:l.s till~ be took aw&i,v the fJamai! two llilhek•l.m!t 

al.'d ir~ no t• i.t sl.11 th~ ~11an wa.s as poo:t u 1M1~ bmi been previ®®ly'11 

Eli.3M :retu:tned ~td.n m'.d z.;iromtmed.' w :re,ton th.~ mm•s wellllt!l :l.f M 

:tn tur,n pro1rdsed n<)t to per.1m..t b14!J large .t"ortu.m to Nin h~llll ohl.U'Mter. 

The m~.in t~g:rsed 'tii:> Elijan • 13 oond:1:t.:l.ona, npoaisefieed. tl1s two shek.ell!ll and 

n·1.d.n1d his we.el.th., '.i.'h1a1 ti• he :remained. in. peys$1iG~1d.on f~~ bfl ... 
. 20 

ca~ his piet:y wa.m not curtailed by his rl.<:ht1s. 

Ttd.s lea;"m would ilJlJil~st that :&1liJah s~n~d not~ only th~ r.ioo:r and 

rieied;y· in 't,,.1.Js ot ~Elr 1 but :t"ft)WaJ."lded the pio'Wil as well., Inde$d ·t:.hat is 
' . . 21 

t.l:M~ C.!ll;se" J.H.$ visitations to tM pious aonati:hut. a th:i.i"ti phu$ of 

F.J.ij~hhil :role a.1$ a helper in Illil.bbinio l:S:~eratW.'\h It must have been 



obviotW to the X'la.l;'W.1 11 u it :ts to '1111 that good deeds ru:'l4t not alwa,YA'I> 

~we.rdld by ~rslillltill. happims1 Md aoo@<aas* Th~ Sook ot Job iiiil ample 

te~timoDN' to that awan:rt1&$$ ltt sht">uld ~ltl.10 be no S'llt"pri.H then that 

EJ.i~m, who h@li;t~J?~ contldtl~e and giVE!llf e:t'Wo\U'apmeiit. to ao ~ dfe ... 

so:rving pe:r11Jotw J t11bould a.110 co:mmunicatt1 bis ht*ntVoleno!\1) to th$ piwe 

aB well. 

ThG:re we.fiil omt~ a p1on1 tm.d :ro1ch lll&tl woo wa.$ tile i'atlie~ of a "a:u, ... 

\:U'ill. and sain\ly ~;iughttr.. Tt1• yoq g1Jr>l h~ a.1.rtaady been mQ!ri&d 

three t:ltnellj a had l'Wl1t a..l,l thl"~~ husbandeJ., Ela<.lh on tbtt dq after the 

Wflddingoi One dq a po~J" ~.ou!lli.n ot tbe ijirl beoma SQ &satitu:te t1ha.t 

he 0:64».e to the g.ul•a :rather fo:r help~ WhilD hlill vie:lti!!id with the 

!atbe:r, thtt young iuiu1 t•ll 111 love w.ltb. hii!i 'besu:~U\1l da:ugb:tero In 

view i;,;£ helt" pi"~d.oue disa.st•r~, ·t~b($ father tri•d but :tn vain to d.11 ... 

uouragt b.is r.i.ephew from w.ll"J'1~• • Wh:lll they -were etMd.1.~ ul'.ldw t.h.ei 

Uuppah, the y-oung ooupls W'lft Vif'Jit'd bf Elijah who Wat"Md t,be p>OtD, 

n\'4b:Ue ycn.1 ~ 1~ated at the w•dding table• ~u will ~ approached .by 

~ rq~~Ml dtrt;v tl$gg~ nth ba.11" l.ike nld.lth Aa .soon.~ you 1ee b:Un1 

kutlSft.~ to aeat him bfi*M• ;.r~n~1: $et f()Qd. ~ dr'J.nlc b1t'o:re him and ~ 

ni~ to grant wlw.°be'f'(91'" :requ~ut he ms;y make of you,. Do as I sa.,1 and 

you wlll bG protectcad ~M.n1t. htU'm .. u JUl!J;t e.1 Eli3ah bad p:redi<.rt.'d 

tM st~rang$:f' ~riftd1 but tile groom. did. as Elijah hl.ilAi advi,.eri. Aft.e~ 
' 

tlm '11riddin~b tbe :~rt~.ang~r n11vetdfil4i b:tmlelt aM God• s ill.fu!s&ng$:r who wets 

eent w tak~ th" young groom* s lite. Ne insisted that he would n\lt 

lilll!ten to my gsu.pplieat1on.~ He would jumt p<fllmit -t:.he f)Eroom to bid 

i'awew1ll to h.ia 'vii.ta$ Still the bride ai"gued with tbe ar~•l• nr.roran 

distinctly ex.e:mpt6-J the newl;r...wtd from all dut1$& for a year. 
22 

If 



you deprive ~ b:ustmnd of his life, yrJU will give lie to the Tol?e.b. 11 

Thereupon God o~mded the angel t.o d~~iat. When the rel~tiv~a cam.1 

to pr~fJi!l'IX".;e: the g~ave tor ·&h$ groom~ ·they found M.m well a:nd. \UlhaRJed. 23 

In th:l.s as in other :me~rt.ing!.'11 wi:th the pious., Elijah sou;ht to 

stO'¥W£i th.e:i.~ hiJ,pp:tn~tJI . and avoid unr1ece11h:ualt')" t!lili>:t>J:'CW& Certainly no worse 

tr.ag$dy eou).d befall ~Y' yowig br:i.de than the de;Q.th ot' he:r belov~iu.i on 

th~ .. d.r wedding da,y •. Eli;Jah provided th.$ m<Hml to avert thi$ imp~nd.tng 

di.easte:r, and 1n ~<> doing, rewarded the p1w$ .for their tat th.f'ul.ne(\Us. 

It is a..1.so :L:rtl'..el'0oting to nooo in addi t~.on ·t.he rnaime:r in wh:te:h 

·chill br1d.~ proves her Q\aa$ against the qel of dea.thi. ShG doe$ so by' 

c:l.tj~ng a Sor1pttU"'al versE.\. Such an at"gument, ~ven fo:r Qod., ilii it"'refut ... 

able., All. 1;;iartie1 imrolv~d, ine:tuding the Orea.tor, rm.:t.tilt abidi'!i by the 

injunctions ()f Torah. God h:tJna~lf iEl! eomp•lled to aes11m:b., 

A iStriking P4~1"Qllel to this legend ii the $l1i;'H'.lU.Ut@:r ot. l.itabbi RtinJ.ben 

with the an.JiEil ot d.6\a.th. i'b.e angel of dea'th t()ld him that his only ~on 

would ha.v~ tQ die. 'l'b.e pious man wtui :tG111g:n~d .and a.ull~ted the decrl%1it)

but asked Qn:J.y OM favor. Ha :r~qu~iJted a, d.elq f>t tt.1i:rty dayli!i t!iO that 

he might a:rranger tor b:La son.•s ma:rr:iag~ betorC\ll be di~d. Tb~ engel a.e ... 

q'l.liesced in Rabbi R~uben • s :requ.61atQ) Ra.'bb1 ·Reuben t.ald rLo on• of his 

n.1.eeting, am on the ·~hirtieth day he proceeded with the a:r.>.'*angem.entl 

:tor his 1on•s wedding fee.at. On tbat day the b:ridtgl'Gtllm x~t Elijrui 

who told him o:t his app:roat')h.i.ng clea.th •. 11:1.k~ hillJ father, th~ &:Ht a.o ... 

e~pted the ~60t'e$ w:l. th.out protEi$t• Eli~ab added ·th~t the e.ngel wr.n.tld 

appear in the guise. ot a. :ragg~d dix•ty beggar. Me suggested ·that the 

eon reeeive the a.nt,~el in tbe kindliest. manner and to 111ai't ·t.h.a,t the 

angel p.s.:r.take of th@i:r food and d:r:i.nk. Ev·eeythi.ng ha;ppemiid as Elijah 



hM detJc:ribed1t '1.'b~ angel was so mov'11ld that he NVeal411d bia ioontit:y 

as a begga:I" and wu ~f'terBd. tq ~ ootrea'td..• o:t the t~th<ir and~ 

pl~f~ 0£ the r.11rl.de. Both :rGminded. him of th~ ~nption from d:tity 

arant~d by the Tor~i to rlewl\y-wed.s. Tbe ru;isal then f):ppeared before 

God ~ p1'El)1Mtn:l'ted the 1Mt1tion. God re~ond.E~4 by granting sev$11ty mnx•e 

14 
;}l\iJal'S to R~b1 ReltbG~n ° s son. 

In this l~end the J'O~ man is rade~d b1J' thG •~ 'tortllh pafJ!age 

wn1ah redeerned the groom of our previous mid.rash. There ~ how~ve~, 

om e~:f.'i(Mmt difi'afl:n()e., In th~ iooid~mt it is mt God who r~lants., 

but th'il ang~l himl!!Jelt wbo in tWt'n ·p~aents ·t.b.e petition to God. OUr 

pl"mous leg~nd i11olud.es no aiJUOh aotiv:.i. ty b;f the ~el. 

The sUp1mx"t» which Elijah offers to thl!ll p:i.OUI! :ts :not alw211s t110~1 

or tlle gt:tt of 11.tee Ooc~!ISion&l;r hia aesi.11tsnce pravi~s them with. 

deeper in2ights or ad.ded stwngth$ to end~ bitte~ hardship@~ one 
suon OMt involved Rabbi, Ald.ba.. Rabbi Akiba•a ;rich fa~in·la.w 

would nave notbJ.ng to do with him o:r hi.41 wUt1 bea;.us"' his ®Ught~ 

b.~ ~ied Ak1h& agaimt bi1 t'!f:l.llo ill th.at AkibQ could &i"fo:rd to11 

h:Ls wi.f'e on this td.tt.e:r ool.d rd.gb.t w~ straw to t4*el., <>n. Ha could 

oomtwi bi~ Wife only· with ta.ssur~es of love!> Eli~ah then appt~d 

a1 a 1'',o:r man and ~gged tm:< .11tr.aw to:t bi~ Wit~ who was in olii.J.dbirth. 

Akiba mld hiia Wif:G th1JS ~alimf!.ld th~t th(!lit" mi$$rf WP not BO great, 

and tl~t Elijeh bad eusUdmd. thl co~age of the pious. i$ . 

ltli;JWi luld :revfllaled to Ald.ba md hie w:1.f$ that as hopele1~ a; 

tbe:L:t• eituat1on app€i&rt111tl• th.eioa weN ot~J>s who suf.fe:&'$d even more. 

El:ljeh9s atate.lwient wa.m a. kioo of negative oomola.t:lon :tna~miuoh as it 

5Uggeated not how fo:vtunate tn01 were; out how mu.ob niore raise:i:•a.ble 



'they could h~~ been. liGVe~leta$1 it wam a :re~etic and eff$Otive 

:relnedy for Ak1ba's deip~~ To th.at @xttlnt, l:tlijab.'41) ob•rv-ation WQS 

& h~lpM one. 

El.1.jlb•~ aotli:ri.t;r 141 not J:tefl.!tric~ to delivering tll$ pious fr~ 

d«atht po·11enyt .amJ. pbysical ps.tn. • somet:U.~ seX"V<ita to alleviate 

mEintal. mlgUisb ~suffering. A wey saintly man vas ~lnce punished 

tor his ~xc11~£iive pride ~ bEd.ng mitml~d into s1n by a t~ demon. 

God \d.shA.rld to humiliaw him for h~.ia pride in bis oont~me.. M>ng and 

iritenae W$t'e th~ ~;nt8l. :sufferingfJ ot th.is pious man who could not 

forget his sins for a moment11 A!'te:r ho had been krm.miliatf!d tor a suf ... 

!'icientl;r long time, Elijah V1a1ted. him to inform him that th~ 001.~;u,,... 

Wul wwm who had. ~ntic®d him wa1 not ah~ be:Wg wt a !!Dpiri.t1 

and M.s sin wu th~ not. a re8l om.26 

Although Elijm most ottan 8.PPtl~ to.WW~ th.19 piou~ tor their 

devotion-11 h~ also dif'feNntie;tem OOi.Ol'Ji tOOm acco:rdina to tm degr'~ of 

thei::r m9:ri:li. AJJ.. t~n who pl'&et1c~ piety ~ not equall;y OOlllll!$nde.l'I~. 

Sl.Wl! ai"e lll,4)%'$ rigllwoum than otb.\liJra, Br~ Elijah ~ha.:1i:z.lilu\l ttw d1st100 ... 

trion., The stoq is told 0£ tlll'O p.1.QWil bR>the~a who W:tQ both bighlf 
27 

e1t1emed. Ona provld•d for hie so;rvmts as tor his own table, while 

thEll other p&ndttod b1D ae;rvante to eat abundM.tly onl;r ct tb0 !'i'ftit 

OOUX"i!Se. or the oth.m::• oou:c-ses they oo'!.lld ol'll.y' ha.Ve ~nmits. Aooc.riifd ... 

ing;t;y, Elijah oftien visited tm first brother~ He ignored the Hf.land 

brotber. 

There w~ e.noth~'r pair ot biiother1 Who W&N 1air1dlarl3' E&~teen1ed. 

Ooo brother was aoountomed to p:rovid$ for his aen&nts onl.y af·t.er his 

mm ~l®ed.s w-.:re firat. ~at1sfied, while th.e other' b:rotber attendet\ to 



th~ r.i.e~ds ot his se:rv·ants f:b.•eti. Elij~ o~n appea3i"'ed to tm latt~r, 
mi:t. tl~Ve~ to the tomer. iS 

Both tl'le~• l.~g~m1 11~est ih$ s~ lesson. Nlifjithe:r bJ'iotb.er neg ... 

lected bis 1ervtant&S1.i. lfQth wete conoernsd tor tooi:r '!r7~ltaH. &>th 

·brotbe:ri1 W$:L"e plOU$. Tb& dift~nnc~ bet.ween thmn WQS not one of id.rid, 

wt om of Ub>T•~. Elijah, ~bis prG$iaooe or &blEH1£)e, :Uadioa.t& ta 

an:i~ pietzr of om, contrasted to the limittlld t>i~ty of the ot~. 

Thin is om tur'tt.ir as~t to Eli.~all • e rolA u a helper in :ra.b

M.mc lite:ratum. That i\'lW~~t 'omerm his tu:ootion as ~. i"eeomiler9 

Eli~~ CQC(il.S:1onall7 rev•tala lUJtlselt to 1:'$&W:t:>9 l'~MtJ betweet1 t':rit~ 

or hu."lband tmd ·w1ff!f. Ke ®eri'~s to M~ t~ wounde oir 5EBal th~ rift 

t~t bu ooau.r.red. Qut of miSW'd$l"S~t'lg or a. ruh ~n.t ot ten;i~. 

Thar* is tblb tauili&t' l)Ut. f3Pp:Copri.a~ hgetid at tbe woman who €W ... 
::tha:re 

ri.V~d. MM late o~ lf:ridq tV@rd..tli~ ~1:1is~ sht\i had sllowed h!&X-Sllf to 

be ~tainR bf tit $emoii pre:!Ml>hed by Rabbi M(~i:r. Ttw wamm•s hUJib~ 

'$WOr'e h6 1ifould not. p~:rmit mt'i to £Inter tb.e ho'tUH unt.U sh~ lmd epet 

in t~ .f'8.0e ~t the rab'b1. In t,he m$ant~, Elijah visited !1.bbi Mei:t 

and ~lained tQ b1m tha.t a piou woman had .:f'all$n intA> Q ditfic'lllt 

p:t·d~aroont on ilia DAJeou.nt. In or~~ to h9lp the woman, Rabb! Mei:r 

anuounoed tha:t 11$ w,ru!J looking toi" giiom1one who koow bow· to out spel.1.9 

which wel'~ pe:rfo:rm.Eld by 1pi:btir>g into tm ey~ ot the af£liettd or.wt& 

Wh$n he ca~bt a:tght of tl"W woman wbam El.ijah tmd ~iid.gmit~d, Rabbi 

Meir asked ne:r to t.ey m:r power. on him. Thew~ h0sits:te!i t,o do 10 

until tmt good. rtiibbi :J.n1iswd. lav~ &11pat in R.Qbbi Meir•s i'a.oe, she 

W&.\'ii th.us ao1* to oon!Ply w.Lth he:r busbmID.•s nqruirei:oont without ~ .... 

pect to the rabbi. Through th@ et.forts ot Elijah oo:njugal happ:t.ne1s 



wa1 re~tored. tcri an 1tlnOC~nt and loyal wif~.29 

No o~r lett;end could dmmoutr~t~ mon ~ua'Ml\Y Elijah's deep 

co~ tlP:rn t.w n ., :i. r.i i 7 w • Regardless of th.el m tut'• of t~ conflict 

·Elijah !tJ a~soOiated with the spin:t. ot dollli!atic t:ranqu:U.itv tlu~t rEJ

stons h~ntv' to a diSS()nant household~ Thi'1l particular legend is 

d1e1tdnctiVG BJ.so ii~h ae those who p:rctit by Elijab.91 concern re

w:U.n oos.w~ of tbe:i~ benefaotorjf Tho:;~ who l:$nefit from El1jab•ell 

act:l.'111 tu uaualq r4l!loogn1~$ tilt om to whom th~ owe t:n~u grat:i t~. 

Ano~ UlU&tra.ti()n of El.i.jsb •s. ~meno;r to reconcih e~a 

involved R&bbt Judah ha hi bimself. aac'bi Jiltlah bad bliltJn suffering 

tor ma.:qy ~ f~om an asom~ins ~tnaob.e. Elijtm !1nau;r Bppfjjanti 

in tbsl $dse of ruv ~~b the Elder ~ a~d Rabbi ltlda.h •a pain tw' 

141\Y'i~ bu ham upon thlii suff'~r • ~ cl'ha$k. When ~ah rtsi ted. .Ra.bbi 

Jud~ t+be ~~ dq- Ri\bb:t Judab kia!!eed bill in gr&1.titw.!$ tor nu e11r

vioe. wt«11n K1y;rah u:pl~~d to Rabbi Ju.dM that it wa.s oot he Who had 

eff~ot.~a. thfll our1J1 ti»:r both knew tbat Eli.Joo had v111ted ·tniem. Aft.er 

h$ :r~Md th~t Eli~a.h Md corw~red. B1T.rab worthy ot takifli his ;,p ... 

pe~uW10•1 Rabbi Jwmh paid tht.ll ~best r4ll1pect to Rabbi R1T1mi. 30 

From the $V'idenoe Which me DGEill pras~nttid, it is cleat' tba.t the 

ra.bbi~ viewed. Elij&l ae a friend and. oou.Melo~ whose aid ~ould a.1.w~s 

be counted one Nor would i.t be unjusti.fied . to com lu.de that this funo ... 

tion coMtit.u~d om of Elijan•lli mf.lt populmo l'Qleis. ln tt. Tannai.tic 

and AmorEllie periods ll'illjah uswoos a. w~o1al vigilance &a tht$ pro~cto:r 

of ~ inn.ooent a.nd sus a t)?;l~md in mad. lie hovex-1 ove:r tm jiwt and 



pious and is we:r prits$nt to ~'liard the perl®(.m.tad intlividual agairwt 

evil O:i" to snatch. him out of danger at tklfll last mom.:mt. ii~ 1lw lik~wis~ 

the defender ot .n., ::i. l:l , ?w am protects tie$ of lov~ mid fdeoosbip 
. 31 

frO!l), disaoilu~oD. With tour strok9a ot his wlngs Elijah ~an t:rf.l.V\ijflS~ 

32 the world.. !kiooe, no spot on ~~..h iii ·ooo far l"S!OWd tor his l'~lp. 

Al a summary these ~u would n~.>t b® tru:lt.tul it th~y were orlly 

to l'$1lotmt. tlw inoidentii whiob have been a.lrea~ c:l.,tl':il4 and evaluated.. 

Tb1n:e ••:r~res hO'.l®Ver from \be m terial whi,ch m1: been oomidered oft:r ... 

tun ot:ialt-~teristics of Elijah 1n h1tS role as oolper Md $Uppo:rter. It 

is · ~ pm-pose of tbA!ui!t concluding ~•mAWktll to clarify thoi!ISI eha'f'acter ... 

UtiCS0 

Elijah alw~ °'PP*'~ to t'l:10Ht in i1aeid without a ~ns. Not 

om lllllgend w~ unoove:r4id in mi.oh an :LndiV1dual cw.led upon ltlij@. tor 

&1d. Ha alwqs ~pG~d ·imaolioited. In hiis role ~s a tea.ell.Gr we 

£oun:i th.a' Elij~ ~lfhibite4 thli ~E«n$ tr$iit. He app$~•d to eelected 

individualliil a~ntaneou«1Jl1 mld of bis own valit:i.one 

Elijah ~t al.w~ diiigu1~ed l'dJl'JBelt. OOoastonally, mi ap~ared 

in h1®J Q'l.!nl idfmtitTe Moni ott~n he n•eWT~d ilie ~"U.i" ot l,ll Ar&l'.\t a 

!roman digni t~ 1 a ~ra1e,n offiO$r, a be~gQ'l or even a ll~lot. De· 

p~nd:lng u.pon too demands ot tb.e attuatd.on~ Elij&h atias'WT.lld the moat 

lllt.f'teotivei manner im.d th.e most acosptab~ tom. To :t:nt:lut.tnce Romaru.il 

on behalt oi~ e. Jew, bai a.ppe~d ta.s a. Romw o.tfio1QJ.4! To impnllss Aki'ba 

with tbe advantages of h1s own bumble poisition.11 he appeared aa a beggar. 

F.J.ijah • s guise o!titn dfJp~d. <»n the purpose of t.lU.ei miam1on. 

Elijah did not :rende:r aid through ·V1oleM¢io Even in reacu~ 1*• 

rabbis !;ram deiatb, ltia avoided pbyaieal punisbl:aent ot the oppressor 



wh~rw~r p08s1ble. Only u a ~t alte:rnat1ve$ wbm nc othi&:t" ahoice 

wa~ a.vaUable, d1ti Elijah reao:rt to oodi~ ham. In &.l Oth$i> :l.m~ 

Oe$~r M aoh:Mwed hi&l end ~ther by bi.I O\m acti:Viiif or through natural 

ol.~um~t~s"' 

El.1.jah alw~it aut(IJd. to p"s•:rv~ h'l.1fllan lJ.tG) :t@r its own ~11. Eli

jah b.ellmd :rabbie tbl'~ate:ned With death not because of ·their meri:\.il but 

beoaWJe of ti. Oircumst,amfM». b :t•tAbbis all t1lUll.t'ed in comm.Qfl ·their 

oppH11Hd.on ·by :name. Elijah sougbt t..o reli~vti tham .t'rooi that yoke. ih 

did n<>t q~$'tiiml th• ju.st.ice ox• inj'W!ltiOe Qt R~ •s pcud.tion. He was 

simpl1 tM dl!Jteitd• .;d: tb,(J wmausecl.. It u. po8isib111 tha/~ WJah alw~1 

a1~d ~ innGCtJnoe ~ :rtgbteoWJmttJ of' t~h.~ ~abbi11 and, heooo, 110 

~nM WJGd. have 00en madtb f'm1 ~m. St1ll1 111 all $uelh C±l\"01mtancEJll!l.1 

the con~ra waa tM &a,Ving of th@i,r lives; not tkl$ j'tWitce ot t.b,e:lit 

CS:ll~!i!h, 

Ckmtl"Uted to ths ab~e o:t" mw moral oomtrn in his attempt& 

to se.v~ nbbi1 at~ked by ~, Eli31h ve~ deftm wly exhibited 

that coni:d.de:ration in oblt' oi~~tano~s. Elijah resc.n1f!d a mm tl"Om 

bis Pl>vertr not ~epeetivo of his o:Mraottli,.; wt beo~u~ of :tt. Hie 

aYSt£md &\ man in h11t new ... fcmnd wealth only U bis morlil CMduct 

continued to mrit it. In otbf!r wo:rda, Eli.jab did not serve u a~ 

~Jli..'t.?.:a•l'I of pliu1.1ur•• w ill\f.ohes tor the medy. In filll hu $MOtmter~ 

with tt.1.e poor and pion..411 Elijah tultillJJ tl'l'll £!.~~ 0£ th$ ~1'~@\.l;~· 

As ha is de11or:L~d in the Tannaitio a,xld. Amo:rtilic aggadel.i1 Elijah, 

a1 a pro~ctor mid benet~to:r, wai a. veq fi:.'iend.13 an.i, a.pp$alJ..ng 

cl1aroot;e:r$ No m\ltt~r how diamal or cli.tfi®lt lifEil wa$, om would al

w~ tim o.tort in the @oi~id<1:1nce that E:Lij~ might help. El13iah 



r~pre1ented. the 1pirit of per11oml comern and support, a. guarantee that 

no nui1«tt$r hew de£tperate the situation, tho rigb.t1aoua man w1.s never en, ... 

tti~ely forsaken. It is not unlikely that Elijah• s appeal and popu.1.d ty 

can bG trf.Wed to this tumtion in :r•a.bbi,nio 11teratU'fe. 



l. 

u. 

In tt.m Mtlbna m1d Tosefta. at the em ot Ed~t$ there is a 
aaousf&ion on the ~ans by which Elijah w:LU :re1torE! p1~~ 
~md har.motey' in :tsrael. Al.1. the ·111ews preauppos~ that 
FJJ.~ah •a oh~.f activity will bta too restara.tion of fami.11' 
purity. ' 

Jew:b1h EoyclGp~niia.- VoJ.um.e V, P• 122 .. 

Pi:t."ke R11l~ibi El:iJHie:r J.;;. 

Ibid. 

!Qbba K&miw. 60b. 

AbodW! Zorah l8llh1 Tbl Talmudi~ pe.•~age &1.10 reoord.I t,he opinion 
of tho.ie wo sinta:ln that Elij~ did mt appBar atS a harlot~ 
:ttwtead.1 by conbeir.d that h9' st~ bis ~ fi~~ in the 
toad ot the heath$M and tht11n suf)l«fd the oth@t>. It. tt$n 41?"" 
pr£uill"ed t~t Rii Mfld.r was &$S®iat1t>g with Q hea:thens the 
Roma:m1 thm $.gaV$ up 11u'l:auit beoau1•1 ~ai.n1 tbs3' 414 not 
b1l:leve it l.ik6li,y' that It. Mei:r would 4il$<'Jci6.W with StlOh. a 
oonq.:ia:nion. 

Shabb~t; )Jb. 

Al~ Zorah 17b. 

hr~~th sea"' 

He acoW\led I. Shil.a ot edm.1.m.steri.Dg the law acco:rdi~ to the 
Jew1eh oode, and not aooo:rding to that ot the 11ecula:r 
gove:rnme1nt. 

11le ·text (le;rakoth SSa.) la.wt> ootel!J that Eg;yp·tia.m W«lll"~ compared 
to sne ... uses. (Se~ Eiatki~l 23a20). 

S~~n l09aJ Taantth 2l.ae 

Jlaggigab. ~'b. Through tbim :1.nt!lrpretation et the l$d.ah pa~sagE~ 
that f'~llows 1 Eli~atl. ia.tt~:>ts to a.11ulluage the hu:rt and dil!ll ... 
comfort- ot bi.a people i.n 1.t:.:i affliction. 

Shiabbe.t l.)a·o~ Elimhu Rabhiall 1$, 76J A"rmth d •Rabbi Ma.tnan.11 
Oho 2, Pe tio 



16. Tha einphu18 in th~ Midraish ie on the merit of tlU.1 wm's w:tte. 
Afte:f his $OM fim the t:t"eu~e, tnf.11 tm t>ew, 

• l:l"'l"!l?:>n u1v.m n mannJJ :HJ l"? y ~11y":T .n n n n 11::1.p n7 n'i '1 n i., r.i 

Th$ ooupltl uee 'tihe money» on the wife's $Uli(fllltion., for 
oha.ttitf;t.blG deeds, so they om merit to keep tM w"'alth. 
the t'ltowm $Ven :tnatructs one 10n to k\11lep a. lJ.1t of a.ll 
the ptll!i:'I~. they h.@lp. 

17. Ruth Zuta SS "" Thill Mid:ruil ommr!fJnttiJ on the Qba~t~:r of Ruth 
and addl that nl$!l who~ good wo~n 1'11.fill TOJ"ab f:rom 
begi.mttng t.o t111nd. Indi@d the rfld~tion ot tbm gener8-tiom 
d~ends upon th*I merit~ of' nghwou$ women. 'r.h$n followe 
th$ midrs.ah just oitd about a. man ~o loll.ft all bis p00$6S ... 
SiOMJ but WM :t:'~CW~Gd by the Vi:rt.ue ot Mei wS.fe. 

l.8. Babba ~~ia; llha ... b. 

19"' UdduuitWtl 40a.;. '.Waboo &tllr'~ ?b. Aooo:rdi~ to th$ Mi~ ·a. 
po~•• lodge would .-. to ~ an ~~O'V\ll•nt. 

ile It 'iiOill b$ notfJd above that, Eli~~ ti~ffea 4~ ~ a mlper to 
those in d~~3."at~ need of bi~ d~em~ and s~c)ondly 1,s a 
~-t~tolt of the poor. 

22. •nt.l'Ot~ !ha!). bt:i.~:i. ~:ii:., ~? nwin i".l'tlit'\ W'kt 111?' •!:l 
'f3 ,~i '~ ,,;, ,,~, .• ~, 

• n:pl; -,w)t 'U'l'fll~ n~· n1J1!7i nn~ j'IJ'l!i 11n•:i.1? ~l"i1' 
nWhen ~ :mran bath tak'en a mw Wife 1 he shall r.ot go out to 
Wmi'1 ~i~r shall he be ehmJl'ged ~th ~ buaimu1s; be 
shall ~ tr11~ at hQl1S om ;rear and mudl· maim happy b.1$ 
·wtfa whom he ha.th. taken." 

ll0 tainhuma Haazinu 8. Tm legend. about Rabbi Akibn. •ff da:u.ght,er in 
Sha'btm.t 1)6b hu ~b'ri.ously infllt•nned this legend. Ast;ro ... 
loger1 predic·l:ied that she woul.d die Wl tbe dq ot he:r weddi:rlie 
That leu;~rd. woul4 hs.V€il oo~m t'ult!lledi he sh$ not ootfad. j\1.d.i'""' 
01ouslTJ At the moment that a $erpent wae abmlt to sting b.er, 
•he hlat«nmd to tt. doo:t· to giv~ alms to a begg~. Instead Qf 
be:l.:og kill~d b1 thti sevpa:nt1 1 t. w~itil k:Ulgd b7 her. 

~4e · ~1:110t No. l Fmrn B•te;r ~ · Qtb 11i Judith Mo:ntef:Lore 
Oollep Bepoxit tor the :Y'baX' l 9$. Ttds mi~uh also 
app&a.rs :in n ~ . ., ::i.., n n iwy SJ .... 84 wl:uttre Elijah pll~s no 
p~ a.t all. 



as. le~ soa. 
!6. Bu~r, ~un n:i n w117J Book lo. l, p. ac>$ terusb.&1.mi.t1 Sha.b'ba't. lJb. 

21. l!Altutiot 6la. 

28. Ibid. 

29. hutel'ono:my Rabbe !£ (F~) Sae paral.l<iJll 1n 'ferush~i, Sotahl~ 
l98a, Llv1t1ou~ Rabba 9a9 and Numb&1!'1 Rs:t:lba 9&30 wheNin 
1n.ttlS'ad ot ~lllijah.1 " tbs ag~nt ot n ., :i o i 7 w i!ti w1 '1 p n n i ., • 

Jo. Ie~, x•lum 9,J2bs ~neai~ R&bbah )la3 and 9£h$J 
'l'.mhuma look No. 11 p. 21;. 

31. 

J2. I!e:rakot 4b '"" 1"el,a,tell) 'that Michael t:raver1HHI the world wJ. th om 
atrok81 Gabri.el with two, FJ.134ih With four m:id th~ Angel ot 
Death. wi:tb. ei$h.t. 



1.mluded UJ.ong hi• "majorn :role' in :ral::ib1nio l1te¥"at'Ul"'$. ;ucm roleeJ 

~ 1*maj<Jrn 1111.sntoob a111 they reotll' with oon1idst'a.ble ~egu.larity. They 

retl$ct 'lilw predominant . ch~acwr:tst:i.o~ which tbe x•abbi.4111 uaociattld 

witl1 the fmn.ous atblioal. prophet. The sttid~nt could not probe tm 
:rabbinic textf:' to ~ ~ent w.i thout diaoove:ring the idtmti:ty ot Elij&h 

as a teaohe:r and a helper. 

Further 1nve$Ugation,. homr:v.ar., navettl.s IA n'llm'b~:r oi' "minor 11 roles 

for lli.jdl111 Tt~:fe a.rs oooasiom when lli~mt app~a:t?a :!n ttmonm10n i\111~•· 

5'uob oocaeiom are not eo f:requtnt as to suggest that they a.re t.;niioaJ. 

o:t: lW.jah •s funut:Lon in :rabb:l.nie literat'U.'l•e. In.deed .. th'Y ooaaeiionally 

dan.onst:rate 1.1ual:t:t,:i.e1 uontraey to those which ~e nonWl.1' atacr1bld ~ 

the prophlt. 

Th$ following ~ter 'llf.1.J.l attsmpt to 1tu(\y a~ aep9ote ot thEu11e 

11mil1or 11 ~olelf. It ill'* int~>.~sting to oba~:rv1 the variety of ide:r1titi$at 

whl.cb El.ijlllh l.lswnea and to 1eiaroh for ~lanati.ons ~t thtll1:r or:J.,g:Lns. 

Why did Elij• appear :1n a ~~rticulax· rol.$? Wb;v' wt:re som1 of hie tune ... 

t::lo».1 ~hal$1fSed. to ·~ exolu.aion of otb¢ire? Why. WtJ:t-Ei tb.e$t$ ru1cmmuon 

X'(l!J.e~ of FJ.ij&l p~sa:rvEld. in vmou,s compilations 01· midra$h and hag ... 

gad.a.hf The an®wtt:J!ll$ to th6lSti qu.est:J.0111 do oot .tall 'HJ.thin ~ scope o:t 

thl p:resEJnt study• The ctuastioM thamelvee, b.owev~r, ar+.i't r0levant.. 

They a:ie tht oomidera;t..iom wbiob !M.'OUStd thia s.tu.dent•ai cu.rioeity in 

h:l$ dtsco·!fe:ry of au.ch 11mnor" roles. It ·was muoh co~idf'.H.:-atio:os wl:U.oh 

mt,i:vated th.fl iool:usion ol thim oh~tpte:t" in the present at,wjy. 



El.1~& do~1 11ot alwq1 app~~ a6 the friendly compan.1.on gf de ... 

eening ind1\fidtial$ to :rtl!n®r them ~d and suppot-t in tbe1:r botW of 

t1"iM• Then a.re 1Mtance6!1 in lllhioh Elijah re'V'eals ~ :rather stem.ei 

hu1h quality ot bia Mture. Su.oh iooident.s do not imply th!itt El1.3ab 

u unjUlt or wiektide 1'he1 otll;Y' suggest that to i!OM minds be was no\ 

alw~ a comtGrte~ m;o s~$tiletio trietld.. 

Mo$t indicative Qf Elijah•$ ~al.ou11no1s and oacawlonal rigidity 

is h:is S.iel~iation 'Hi.th l>bin!.'Uil.Se · SCa.~pt~ telJ.S U$ only that the 
l 

~Wll' o!.' P:l,ijah •;, hoM was Ja~sh ... G:tlGad• '111~ :r&bbia a.ddi;. bow~~r 9 

· that he wu a prifst.1. ~*dWiintiA'llitl vi.th. :tihi:r.1$~1.2 Phineas wu, in Scrip"" 

~·, tbe ~Mueeal.0W11 .fo:f the honor ot God.ti who d1itiugu:l1hed him"" 

~elf' on the jo~ th:r.o'Ulb tha des11--t. Aooo:rditig to ·tti,~ lla.bt>i.•, 

PhiUeas altJo played a p~J4nctnt :rola in th• 't.iille ot tludge10 3 

i'h:is Q~OUia.Uon of Eli.ji~h with ~M!IU is ~upport~$d by S$lticwd 
I 

l~gerads 'WhiCll d•sol'it'lfi El1,;Jih ati a man ot 'Y'tDjl'QllCe ·Gd ti~ mta:t~ 

The mi<h"'ull4 :Nllla.tts that. Leab C<lllJ .. ed th& boy who was born 'bJI' ZUpah.1> 

halt" bmnd.t!Uld.d1 bom Jauob, Gad. ae.a, the mid.rash co~nt.,, me~ : 

0.for'\»wM$,u o:r 11.i ~mean ttthe cutte:ra>" ft:r tro.m Gad wali.l descended 

thti pl."'opbet Elijah who b:t"ing1 s;t1od fo:rrtuna to :tel:ra~l am who also 

outm down the heathfm Wtl:rld. 

~ " There :ta al~o a later l.egemi· wl:&ich ftPP~ts th~t the angel ot 

Edan will flee for w.tuge ta Bol..i.'&ht but God will 4ll>p1:ie&" ther0, and 

sI«r h:ime Tough !ozrah. is om ot the c1ti(!!S o:t' r..,tu.ge1 yet wi:U the 

Lo11d. e~:reise tbl!I right 01• the e.veng&r th~in,. He Will g1•1ize tlw 

angel by bill b4il:' 1 and. Elijah WilJ. 1laug;bte:r him.1 l~tting 'the blood 

1pattlllJr tht g~rit~ ot Godo 6 



Thee® popula:t notions ot Elillhee i'im.otton tc;r the tut~e consti ... 

·tiu.'t'A a violent, f!l·>'l!!I pictui"e of the prophet. This cb~aot-e:riiaation 

Qontre.st~ shal.--pl1 l4 th the tri~ndly, pea.ce ... lovin~b non-violent FJ.ijan 

foiu:d :LU E'ZO m.al\f rabl:r.tnic acn:.reeslil 1I6lws~ 1Jnpleasant, unf'nendly oon

not.at:Lons of Elijah•ei :rol1e ~ not Ne:t"Ved. aolely tor h:i.s future aou ... 
vity.i RG.bbimo l1t@rature :reeo:rd$ specific situation~ in which EJ.ijah 

~eal9d b.i1 n4)ge,t1ve qua.11ti~~-

Among tbo~u$ instance$ SN oooaa1om when Elij~ ap~~4!*d to re ... 

p~ the :t"abb1$ tw t1h$il' conduct. Be ooolded them for w.r~ dem 

c:Ls1ons o:r poor bena:rlor. Rabbi Joltltn:ua b!ibn lilw1 ino~d tm di~"" 

plauut?~ of ll:lijell1 tmoaus~ a ma:m was brat&~ ~l(i!ld bf a lion in 

front of bia b<)w:tt$., lli3ab c~d tb.~ ra* was to e~ ~xtem ires ... 
'1 

p~m1'ble. baCa'll$e hit did not p'llq for the prevtmtion ot 1'tJ.Oh aoc1dentf8. 

Tbi.11» leg@nd poaa®i!Ui~i a n~r of m~~s. It rEiflects ElijfAh • m 

g~ e:rn for tlm llrl.d\lmogil bi~ cmnpmais1on to't' the Victim of Q horriblG 

dts~lit~1t'e It :retlsot~ aleo Elijab•1 vr;;:r1 ~wd. st~ rJf eon ... 

duct tor men wb.o pi~otesa vt:rttt€1l0 From tbs man ot a.varage chat'acte~$ 

Elijah e•ote onlJ" a no~ ~gl?ee of' pi~t~Y"• Fmm thEil :ratibis, how• 

evs:r, ~ ~ma:nded an additio:wrtl. ma1.11ure of ooropusion and :moral sen ... 

si.ttvitq(j 

For tbs ;present pu:rp0>ae1 h~eve:r9 I wotdd :i.l'ldioaU!l by thie1 legeind 

the ~ual severity of tl-e p:rq>bElltfl It 1s not, u:i;l.fa~.r to comlud$ tha.t 

El13~m was x>articul&wl.y h~$h w.i. tb Rabbi Jo1bua hen Iavi. No ordimey 

mEirA wuld be ~eot1td t4 antioipflM the ooo~e of auoh m1Bfortlws1 

m l$81J antic:1.pet6l lu.a respons:tbi:U.tq fox• thllm• Eli.Jab. ~~eteti ext.1"a• 



ordim.ey nrtue t:rom h:.ls di~ples arm :rebuked them f~ when tbe',Y 

dt$appointed kt'i.m. 

1tn111tt.~ 1113~ ~ven inf'li@t(l)d p\U'd.!i.11~nt ~ell upon the pioul!l 

f({J'C their £ii•lt1eei and fa;tlures •o 'the.t they would mm their ws.ys~ 

A ri.ctt ~ J.earmd 10uns man onr.rn d~cide~ to tan up soma tr• and 

pi•ey.fassion. S~e hf) did mt~ 'Wbe.t to C1h.001e, he decided to sx ... 

pl.or~ th~ possib1liti<a~ mfoN b9 n~ up hie mndll &ii i':bn1t visited 

th$ ~ketpleJ.lflt to stu~ the JJ.fe ot tlw mGrobant.s. WhlSln he saw that 

comneme was comuct'd by ~ng md ehaatit)g, llQI nfus~d w , ~omai a . s 
aw~ant.. F1m;l.J.1 b~ :notieed a min t1llii).S th~ 00111 ~ ~ed. l)im 

what. hi~ buS.0011 wa~h El;iJah :r~plied~ 0I till ~ soil to p~• 

toad for ~liillf 1 tlW' wife .and 'fJll' ohildren, tlm ~>ool!'f a.u.t\ ~ll.e med,f 1 the 

~fl ff b field.11 tbe fowl ot the '1:r1 and ~ tlE!lalt411 of the 

11&l'th. n 'file · yotulg man deoidli\ldl. to b&COif.s e. t.Uler o:f: the ;o11 ~ 

st~d m.th Elij«~. l&li31lth took the W into hi1 ow boun arll.i of .... 

ferad to 1\itfill anv of b1s der:d.res& The :v~'>~ msn wanted only to bill 

u~d. Sim~ Elijah an Who w~ dest1rmd ~ becom1 this li!Mi•~ wite

he took the young 111an to bs:t> ancl tih~y w~~- ~~d. Jmi.d hi$ mw happy 

@i~eum1t~es, tl>ae 10~ ~ t~rgo\ hi$ pro~~ to ~C@m9 a t.tller of 

tt.te soil. On tM seventh. dq hi wa1 still cavorting around w1 th his 

wide, •wi Elijah app~~ci. m.13• gnoo'tUlQ,ed tbat ltiJl punishment for 

m~lGOtitt1 hil W()nt for mo:rG th~ b U1ual sevexi d~ wcmld ~ sewn 

yeQl"S 1n ll.~:ey-Cl Elij~ g 8 p:t>$tli.Otion WY !\al.filled. Wh:i.le t.hfl) ;v'O'll.'Oi 

m.an was wuh:i.llg in tm ri:ve:t, Elijah <WSQ~m~d.J s~i~ h.i.m.e and earn.ad 

him oft: to a distant . countrt wherGJ h$ was aold into s.1s:we:ry·. The you~ 

nWl8s wif'e did rmt complain~ bnt was ¢lOmrirl.Oed that what..eve;r God did wae 



fo'I! the> bi:asit. Sm t!.1ettled down in the place wtm»re t.1ier husband dlsap

peM'ied and opeood s. $tore ti:;'tf tb.~ ~al.$ of corn~ hoping that oor husband 

would Nt~ in the course ot ti.me. Afie'JI' five ~ars 1t1ht reoogilir;ur~d 

hE!x- hueband. u a 11.a.ve ot a. oorn m~chant. When the ;vr>'W'lS mm told hi~ 

wife tl'lat hi$ i!E!ll~nO$ WQ$ :f@r lfi'~ ys~S of mi.Ch M itill had to 

sewe twiJ1 they ~ep~ated wit.bout a complaint. At the end ot tht 

swentb ~e:t1 llltjah returmd ttw 11.id t.o bi.a wife Md thf))f lived hap• 

PilT tWer at~ir. 9 

The :W,saon of thhl ra1~h is a 11ubtl.fl one111 11'bar ht.end purports 

to <llJ:ralt ~ l'tid.thfu.1.Mi11's of tbie 10ung man•s witelil ~spite the ~ ... 

lllihips and h~~b.1, th@ you!ig br1ds r~m loyal ~ av~~to ~ 

mm sbe 1ns.:rrim. The ~oom '·s d.t:pitlted a; a simeN1 ~~~st lH iri 

ae~h of a i~:rtby trad~ or prote•on- '!'be lEBg@nd tl'.lGn sugpste thel.t 

~ ~1ward of IA hoooat- ;reli.Eibl$ ml righteous man ot 1nt•gr1t)' ts ·a 

taithtul;) ~dieatff'Jd wu1. 

Still, El1j8.h *s ~~ in th11 legend ii ext.r•l.1 b~sh., Un ... 

deniab~@ th" ;vuung ma.n d$aeW~d s~ ft'l:mkg fo:K;" a breach of promise, 

bUit Eli;jab ov~;r·e~(iera.ted thC$ ~~m.t of tbe o~. Sev8n JmUS :1.n 

slavery :Lia no just 1entencG f4'¥." vi@lat.tng the sw&n dqs" abs~me friom 

work. Elijah is not the ~ath«lltie, \UldeX"etandi~ helper whom the 

:rabtd.s ~Ett el11wb~. I~ doi&i! not exou1• thi€11 you.rlg num. • s aotiom 

as thoa$ ot a contnefAid mw~d. lnaMad, he p:ro:OO'lm@tii'S a s~n 

judff;Mitt\'li upon bi.iu. As if 'lil'lat ~:r0 riot enough, Elijah do@1. mt e'\ron . 

Nlent l1Aftar five ~ors, whtn &fwv having !ME:)tt tds wife, ~ ;y-oung 

nuan rett.Wn~ to rAaveey Withou.t complaint.. It is unoonr.ion in :rt:tbbintc 

liteir.atu.re to m~t Elijah oo au.ob an ~e~ rebuker. 



One ot the most famil~ lsgende wbich ~piot Elijali u a ~e ... 

p~r is thl$J rfliteti~ with Simeon the Son ot Elie z.ar. Tbts great 

T~ i:stood J.n need of correction on QCoounti Qf hie P'9S.t comG1t.. 

When he was om$ returnini f:t"'om the ao~1. h& took a walk on the 

bea()}}. His bosom wa1 tntellins With p:rids at. his lll.ttainment1 in 

Tora.h. Sud.dllnl;r bAi met a W!fr:f ugly man who gsa.id1 up~a.Qe 'be id.th 

you. Rabbi. n ln$'tead of acknowledging th~ ~11."G($ting.; Simeon 1a:id$ 

no ~ ugly y(\)u are\'! Is :tt possible that, all the resid@.nts or 10\U' 

tow &t"~ aa UgJ.7 as you?•• 1'1 know mt9 tt hEI miiui npl.1ed1 nbut "o to 

tbli Maaite:r krtilic~r who areat$d me a.ild. aq, •How ngl.y ~ tJ1iia V(!lSsel 

wbioh y<r11 have tash.ione4. • 0 E.11.ez~ then ~ali•ti not Qn,~ the wr~ 
. . ~~ 

bs h~ oeutttod1 but that thG ugly man had. oo~~d ~ ~o deatl'ie 

Simeon h~ begged tl'.t~ pardon of the men. The uglf man, who WM 

at;td.n Elijah in dtlgt:d.Stl- QOntinued to :refar hinl. t,Q th~ Ma!JOte:i Arti"'· 

.tim~r of the uglr ve~sel. Tb~ i.~.t&nti3 ot tht\I tit>wn ~~est~ 

plaad(lld w:ith the mill to forgiv1 thflJ great Rabbi Sime'-'n and to ft• 

tract hi$ ourm. Ew$ntuall11 FJ.ij~ al'.llo$pWd Mti1 apolotw-, p:rcvidect 

th.at the kbl;\i. wouid p:romif.te newr again to oo!ri.m!i.t the Sall&& wronss lO 

The most $triking :1llu1tration of t.b.e ·a&ve:rity Gt Elijah•a ;re ... 

p~ is told in. the story of Rabbi Arlan the pro,t)h•t@ Solililom 

h"'O\i.iht Rabbi Amn ~mess of U:t:.tlEJ fish •l!J tA p:re$ant, ~at the! 

a~ t1Jll(fl_. be aa!wd the riib'td. to ae:rvs as tl'Ma. Judge ii1 a law~ui t in 

which hD G$ involved.. Uooeir tbe ci:rC'lllllattanoe$ Allan re.fu.&4ild. to ta.Coept 

a gift ~ the man. In 01~d«!r to provt'lf bia aen11e of jus tioe1 the man 

th.en urged tbe :iw.liiW. to t• the £1sh 'bUt daign tbe ou(l) to Mettler 

judge. Arum 001itH1i11ted ~d. ~tlt:1oned QM of his eolle~1 to act\ 

:tor him, oocaw311ia be had diaq,uali.f11d himself £~om t1e~ u ~udge. 



. .tmen•a legal :f?itnd inf'~ed ~t the lit~t wa~· apparentJ.1 e. ldnanum 

ot AXWlt1 Oomequ!tri.tl;r he e~d ~$l:t ptU"tioul~ly compl.aiaant 

tow~ him. A.$ a. r~auJ:t., the other party tc the aui t wa~ denied an ob ... 

jeotiVG h11uu."ing• He fail!id ti) pnlii~nt his side as convtnaingl3 u he 

mi.gilt otberwi~e hav@ done 1 and so he lost th@ Cm'if>• :EJ.ijoh1 who ba.4 

ooen the Mend am teacher o:r Arum, aubseqtU$ntl;r uh~d hi.Ill presem~. 

Ht b(ltlitved that the 1n3~ int.J.io~ <>n the MOOM pru:-ty to thti l!iui;t 

wa~ dn$ tD A.nan•~ o~le$sn~l.'!!il• .~was W:!lspl1 di~ttt~lll!s'd." • o\1 ... 

se:r;ved ~ .fut.is and ottered many p:rqe:r!li before Elijah appeared, w 
tu.m aglld.n111 Even tbsn wn was not tavo:rfld. to via Eli.jab b:ltll$eltJ he 

had to b0 sat11$fi~d wUb. j'Ult li!item.~ to Elijah• a wo~1 w1 tb1:mt ~ ... 
. ll 

holding his f&#lflei • 

Olooe~ ~d to ·t11~ ro~ o.t Elijah ae a ft~ 11 b1iS 

i\l?'Jlt.ion u tai cam~. In both oharaoteri.r£tione1 i::lijei1 is ~• and 

punitiw. Boat imividu&l oa:nm1~ m enor i11bieh inQurei! Elijati•s 

tie:t'Ce angr,tltf' Md hostility. '!'be di<t11tinaM.on. tiet•~1u11 ~e two rolel ~.1 

Q. 1ubtle om. M a l"tp~r EJ.1.jah both soolds and pun.t1lletri. He 

infliGts 1wen penalti~iu\I on ttlt.»ae whr> have erred •. As a oeM~, :Eli.jab 

~t oot p~nowxua ~ ment~Me. I• mrpr11sses hie aenuine diliF.IPProvQJ. 

a:cld di~, wt be rf4f:r~ i"J?om eMOntiog p\Ulishmeint on the o£tend.DlWI@ 

Too following i.m:tdent 1Uuet!'ate1 Elijdl int~ spec:U.'ic role at a 

ItsJibl levi a~d; "lt is :r@le:!:4d ot a Ofart.ail1 Y.'lil~r in ~ wo 

uq~r~d hls fatber•s treafl'UftS1 that F.:U.jah ()~~ to him an~ in a 

dream upbl"«i.®4 him.. •tour ta.tb11:rs e.TI'mlt4Bed and you eaqnandared. u 



Elijah did not. stir from the:r~ unttl tih®i :ruler had ~l~n1aheti the 
11 

tr~asuw. !e:re1 thr11 proph~t sc<.)ldeJ, out. Wi.thholds tbJ llu.niFAhment'i. 

JD.ijab th'U$ po~a•~rli$&S oth~;r qu~U.i ties besides m®NY 1 a;ympatby, 

and low. i~l.i.jah it111 oot only a teaol:w3:' and a b.-lp(W. Ba is ru.so e. 

rep~~, e meve:r~ ori tic ~ '" tiltem jut~a of h:i..~1w.n cooouat. No 

inoiderd.'I ~1'1Z~I mtt.ar tb~se um:ri$ndl;y' d,P~Ots of f;l.1jah than 

tbey eitor:r of Rabbi Joae md the proph~t. It ia tlaid that. l'.11l:ljah • UJ 

i•igor ;U1 th" B:U:.ilio~ nmora.t:t ve om~ Gll\'O.SE1($. ltabbi Jose to QCOU.si# him 

of' .b$~ pus1011a:blfb and i:rrasotbl~. Gou$q:U•nt.l.y 1 the l~g~ndlU7 l\:J.i ... 

j~ wcml.d h~ve IAG'\'ihitlg tic d.o with hi~ll i.'w .a. long timG. When !!113ab 

finally l't}&pi:tem>ed mld e~ltiimd thfil ~H·;;uee. of nilii wt thdl"it'WM.t llaJ:i:bi 

Jo~ $a:ld he om.y ,t'elt ~uetUi0d. His &OO'Wiat1on of t1h* lliblical 
ll 

Elijah (lOuld ttQt have. r~c,;:tv~d e. ~~ at/:i.··a!d.ng vea•ifieat.ion. 

Rsbbi Jo~e•s eJtp@rienoe with b lei,enda:ry Elijah i.1 &. d:i:raot 

dwGtlopment ot th$ Z"abb~o att.itudfb towAl'd thf> fl[U:ly1 i1blical 

Elijah. llijr.ib.•~ 1eu:i.tivitw and. twn,peir in bis 011oounte~ wital l'tfl\i:ibi 

Jo1WJe a-1 pr$11%rttlt alf'j.:> in ti~ l'i"a.lil;~i;rd.G spec'Ult!Ltions ~hou.t t!lt:B BibliOtill. 

Elijah. ':t'he :r&bb1a em1b:1t1d that attitude in th•ir e~getieal. ac\1-

v1t1~a, partioW.w.1.y :ln th~ir in:t,e~:r~t6.tion of the pMs~<li! 1n I llng1 

l;?il.4'--16. ThaN E:U.~ail exnib1t!il bis lhe&l f.Qr aod1 and God £.:n. tum 

i!m.dd$nly 00111111anda IJJ.~1~ t~ o.ppoint ll!li$he. u hi.a liJucaesisor., 'the 

ra1i!;41121 offE!:r trui3 !o;J.lo'W1n.i $xplms.tion. 'fil& misd~diiil ot Israel aw~.i ... 

lflld ti) !ijU.Ob a num~ tJ1a:t tmy <JouJ.d. no longer ootmt ·on JI 'I ::i. a n 'I :>, • 

They- ove:rmrw tb@i:r e.oa;oun~ Qf :n:te:r:i. 'lli$. When t,bey gave u,p th$ a1gn 

o:f tb.e 0G'tV$n&i"it.- El:Ljillb. OQuld no l<:mgi!il:t' control his wrath mul acoiM\1ed 



• 

14 
Ierael oofwe God. God tl1$'t with FJ.ijah ar.d co~d that it wu 

best to defend, not to aocuse Ia:ra~l. Elijah.1 however, wu imur

a.ble in hia 11e~ for God~ He would not relant. · God th.en aomman~ 

him to appoint Elieba as bi.s mwceaeor. n:t ~mm.at ao$0 Ood ~qe, 

nu thou wouldst have me. Though la:rMl baa cve:£"thrO'Wn my altars, 
1$ 

and slain m:J' prophets, of what comem u it to tbee?tt 

Elijdt not on:Ly it~W~ the :righteiO\Wp lw punl.SMS tb.~ v.i.Okli$d 

u wldl in heaven u on earth. ~ who mmes a WOillln unw~ of 

him (impure descent), will be placed in the etooks on a pole by 

ElJJeh and will be i'l:agge4 by God.
16 

There~ ttth• ._noru roles a10ribe4 to El13'ab cesi.4'& thoise 

~·~ d.1$0uued. Among th.IJ most @llgbtfu.l 01• th.tm all is b:l.$ :rol~ 

u a tell• .of cliv1rle ~erJ:rota. This ·fumtion 1; int~tf\l~ connect@d 

'llfitb Elijan•a t&mti.tu • ~ tote:ru.M(JJI' ot tbe Me$s18.h. In rabbinic 

li ~ratut'$ it ·is l<:tijah woo rewel.1: how often thfl world stood &tt. the 

brink of th$ imuil!d.Qinic age only w be thw~t$4 bf b~ f~&> or W"ak• 

mss. ll"J.ijah revealsd. this ph.e~mn by' dis~ting to man the 

words and tbcmglit$ ett God. On occa$ion Elijah appears to oo:nlZ(>U'$ 

1d:tli mA!Ut a1aw•t God Almipty. Elijah 1~tiloom rweale more truu1 

he should. 

Bes:tde:!! ~aiting seleat$Jtd indiv:l4ilals,. Elij3h watt a :regula,r at ... 

tE!ndant B,'\i thf! Maden\V of Judah ha Nui. On om Nw Moon dav he wa1 

latEi. 1'he reason .fa.r bi.$ laten•H1s, be txplaimd, was ··t.ha.t it was hi.11.i 

daily dut.1 tc awaken the th~ patr:t~hS11 am to wash thei:r hands, 

so th.at" t,he;r might off er. up their pr~l:'s. After t..11e:tr dmro'h:Lotl$, 



he had to :Lead them b3* to their graves.. On thiS parttcular dq he 

was &t~ed 'beeaue o:t the m-Mat' fl!tmce £or tbe N$W Moon. FJ.1jsh 

added that th1l'B w·orship prooed'!A"'e Wa.$ a t.tJdioui\l affair. Each patrl ... 

Q'Cb had~ pr~ om at a t:tmt. It too)" all pr~d to;etbe:r., their 

prayer might ~. so ef'tieacious that God wo·uld tw.ve to fulf'U.:t. :Lt am 
even br.i.~ thf@ Meee:Ulb befQre IU.s time. Rabld Judah ask-1 Elijah if 

thu."~ were &fJI ~e l'i'WJn on earth who could. equal tb$ pat:darohs :ln 

the ~tficacy ct thei~ praY•rs., El13ah answer~ th~t there wrG tbr@e 

euoh •n~ ma citEld Rabl4 H~m and h:\f.f two sou. Rabbi Judah e~d 

t~ a ·dat of pr~r and t~t.it\i ~d swmnoMd H1y;al'i ~ hi• two sons. 

When tbly uttex~ th$ w~ for wizld.11 a 1twm aro1•. Whln ~1 pst1 ... 

·t:tomd for rairAi it po~d. W'bs:n t.he 'f)l·~r o~ for o., ni.:l n n., 1111 -

th•re WtilS iftl't. 001mnotion mld exoi~nt in mawn. ili.jah w~ 1ev1rly 

plni•d by tie:tt blowa tor rev!lt6aling tM ~~JJ'&t of the 1tf!CM1 of 

those thrEl\$ men :tn. pl"'q$'. In o:rde:r to pl!'even.t J'udwi from $fleeting 

a neur:rectiQn, Elijah bad to aa~ tbt gu:Ls~ ot a bes and·pu.t the 

con~egat1cn to fligbt.11 

FJ.:i.~ah OMfll sb.mtGd to a acholal:" tt.1.e t:ie:ey- obariote in wbioh the 

pio'll8 ~-1 to tlie heaT"'nlf aoadellJ1'• Th~ s®olm:> lost his eyesightJ 

because notwitbatanding Elij'aJ:1 • s warning• he look~d at the. obarl()t, 
lB 

ot. Rabb:1· li1T.rah and its l'llflt.re: blit¥1•d bimo Ag~n El:Ljah had 1,.$.,, 

veale4 a ill.l&Cret te»o ptm\1:rM tor nwi to cope w1 th. 

Elijah •1 c~ation ot heav•~ searets dQfls not alwqis re• 

sult in di,;Ss.ppomtment. S~~- Elijfih'I 1ec~$\ knOwledge helps 

to sustain the wrld. He a.dviMs indt v~:it to :rest sat.1$.t:l.ed with 



·tneir blessings. To ~at .from God more than om h.a.8 expectfJd is 

to invite di~aetA:r. God w:t.ll f!lllltain th$ ~rid onty so long d man 

wbmits to Hie a.uthol"ity and does not uarcp H;t.s p.re:rogativtuJ. Rav 

Judah ome gsa,w two men war1ting b:read. God tl'sn caused e. famine to 

oC!leu:r in order to teach th.Im a lesson. When Rabbl Judah saw how 

atal"V'ed tbe people w•rtit ~ told his disciple, 011.~e 'lff{I !!ihi::i~HJ•'' 

When. the disciple removed om anoo, the raill began to .fa.lli. hfore 

. b" took otf tb#l other ah~, Elli3ah ap1Je~ed $lld said. to th& d18o1pleJ 

0aoa ~ap it you tak~ ott the otbar mxoe,, :r: will lq •~• the WOll'ld ... ig 

~r>~t h1$ e:iq;ierlin.C@ With mankind, Elijd~ WU 11.l.WEcy'#J •n

&itiv~ to the d.eepest human yaarn1Jiis. ~ro the t*abbis he Wa$ a. 

tavo.rlt$ CQ'llpani.O:U1 ~one WO brought maven A litU@ aloser W 

earth• and a :f');'iend in wh.om thq oould confide their to~st hopet$ 

Md expE¥ctatiom. The rabbis o£tsn felt. t"e to disoms With El13ah 

que~tiom ot f'dth ~ theo.tog whic,h they midlt not have &V$11. bJ?oaoh"" 

ed w:Lt,h &Jflfl other heaw:nl3" figut"e.. Elijah u :tn t~ un:tqu• position 

ot being Ood111J :tmilElng(?Jr am.d Mn.'1:11 intimate companion. 

Th rabble ev-en di~oused td:t.h · lUi,jab. the dntf& of th~ arrival of 

the Messiah. Elijah owe aJ>pe~ to Ra.bbl Jud.M., the brother of R. 

Sall.a the nou.e., and sad to him, n!h$ world. shall not e:ld.$t lee~ 

than tlight.y five jubil61«1u.1#, ~in th@ lut jub1lell1 the tson of David 

will cam.ell! u a. Sall.a asked FJ.ijah1 ttAt the l.')!$g:1.nn1ng or at the erd 

(ot the l:ast ~ubilefill)?" Elijah Z*$plitld1 n1 do not know,." "Shall 

tbil period! 'b~ complet.4d w not?n R. Sal.la asked. Agtd.l'A~ Elijah 

):'ieplied.1 °1 r.b· not know'. u R,. Aah1 sa.1~ tt!Uij~ ~poke thU$ ·to R .. 



Sal.la, itJlefore that (last ju:t.Yllee),, do not expoot bimJ afte:rw~, 
20 

thou ~st tAWeit ~n 

In the course of this oomr@:t"sation.11 Elijlih augge;t$d that a mall 

aboitld act a1 1£ ths:re w@:re not~~:Lfic da'b$ for the l00'$Ed.Wlic age. 

We:re tb$ t:i.M tor th$ a'rrl..val of th$ Mftssil'i:.1. known to mank:!nd1 th~n 

humanity would desist from all its noble effort$ tow~ sooi&l 

;)uatice £m.d ht»M.n brothe~bood. The oom:Lng of tbe Messiah Bhould mt 

even be m'ltioipa.ted. until tl• distant fu.t'W."e. Wer<1 it otherwif!G all 

hu.n11n 1.nitia:tive am mmlxi. Uon would cea•"' 

~se f'tmct:i..GlW ol Eli~ah which bav~ ooen tem@d hi~ "minor11 

~lea cont:rimte much to an und.$;rsta:ndin.g of hia -place in rabbinia 

lit•ratura. 'fhe rabbiss saw Elijah a~ a peraomli.t7 of man;v .fa.cets, 

He was n<>t xterely a teach~ cw a frumd. in n~J hfi wa.s al.~ an if> ... 

raaoibl• g~nt;leman, 0$al.Gus to~ the oo:tlQr of God, and quick to pmdf.ih 

tbose who wcmJ.d v1ola.t$ bi.• rig~.d at~d$ of moral conduct. I·~ was 

~otbing to bask 1n the Wli!'mth of Elijal!:t•a comtort and ~atbyJ it 

watJ equal)¥ bitte:r to &~utter th6 fury ot Elijah• a violent wrath. 

tbe 'nu•iety of Tilij&h •a roles d.eznout,rateu mo5t e.deq;uatel:f his 

humantty0 Even i.n hi8 :tnt«inipe:ra.te ~nt.s, b1$ comern was for the 

v~Uare ot all mantdnd.. El.ijah is subject to the sama mood$ and 

tilmpfllrs of all hU'l'IU'm baingrs.. Thee@ changes of ohara.et~, dep@nding 

upon t,h$ a1. tuation) only ~rline t.b~ reality of his peraon. Elijab 

w1;u:. no :l.oo.m~nation of trutb &1d goodness\!! Suon virtues he defended 

witb. intense v:igo:r,. but he was @lqual:cy su'bjtllot to tits of qe:r and 



The b.uman Oha.r"aoter ot F,J.ijab B:ltande out in bold relief when hEJ 

is ae~n ae the t•ller ct div:lm secrets.. In such ineidentai he alm.oat 

sh~re3 the E!l:irb.ut..itance, impat1Gnce, and anx;lttty of a teetiager who 

possesses val.uable information for hie r@spectGd pee:rs. El.iJah at times 

cm1»t c@nta.in himself' 11 to:i" the rtl!Ssaag9 b~ OOa%'$ i8 so vital for wm, ... 

kind. The v~11tq ot.Elijah1tJ rolfis is sign:U'icant also for it~ hintB 

oome:rntng tb!.l develap•nt of the p:ropluirt•s legendal7' cb.al'&etei.... Tb.~ 

~ functiou wbiob Elijati llJCrtfl!llS would indica~ too.t. the legends 

which de~ori'tle biln w~ oot p:recomeivedce The pt~aiomliiy ot E:lt;Jah 

1r1 Rabbinic folk.lot"$ MV$loped ~1Wl'l.ically and spontsneously. 'Wllat"" 

liver 5ituation seem0d approp:riaw to incl~ Elijah, tbe:r~ be ap ... 

P*.a:red. The &11tcl"i$til aoout h1m we:re invented and recorded without 

referenoe to pr~·es\abJ.ished ~rit$r1a fll" standards of consistency. 

Wen thi@ not the case, it would. ~ difficult to ~commt in any 

lllffl~tJ.c wrq to:r the Wl'WllWlllll u.np~otable pjjx>SoMl.tty tlmt wa1 

Elijah. ~>PY or sad, friendly or angr7" s;r.mpathe·t:Lo o:r ha:t"eh, .. all 

th.eae qualities WElln f'mli'ts of tbe B:l.blioal prophet.- t:ramfo~ 

by &tomi ~t unknown pro~a$1. 
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l. I ~~ 17:1. 

2. :tn k'bba Me:aiah lli.ib1 Elijah 1$ :regllll'ded u a priest" but~ Phirsd 
1a not. Th0 identifioa.tion of Phi:n.eas as a p:rieot occur~ in 
P1rkll Rabbi Bli~e:r 441 Targum Iei:~uellaJJD1 to E.~du~ 6818., to 
Numbea:>at 2!hl21 and to Deuteronomy 30J4. :tn l~rs Ra.bah 

.l. 

4. 
!). 

6. 

1. 

Se 

9. 

lO. 

2l;J1 Pb1n$U is ident1t1$d nth Elijah. 

According t() Leviticus Ra.bah l:l1 ffnneas i.1 11m uangel of God11 

1.u Judges ~hla 

Gi!Mailll Re.bah '7118., 

Abld.r in te.lkut., o. 11 ver9a l).3. 

Ac,~ording to Talmtuiic legend ( Suk;kah S2a., El1abu RabS.h, Oh. 4g 
p. 20) God will slq the Yi i1 "'I :tt " on the Dq of Jud0l$nt.• 

~ot lla.. 

The nioo t1lling the llilOil :l.s Elijah. See Ginsbe:t"tb ~et~, Vol. 
6, P• 3)61 Not~ 91. 

JU.tenth Hadibroth 8S ... 86. 

f:aanith 20b. See :Ruhi and To~otb on tb.ia passage.. Rash1 
n(;·t.es that thel"f} are ;r:t,;'T11n~o" . wb. Q id.~ntif';y nth~ ~ 
manu a~ E.;l.ijM. Toeiaf'ot:h cites Del:'ek Eret..~ 4 whe:J~11the 
ugl_y msm.n :l€i1> kn?Wn ae Elijah. Both comma.n:ta.tors obt:Jf@t"V'G 
that o~ pa.saag~ ~ Tu.nith doa.1 :not :re~ld tt}SJ.1jah" 11 hut 
o~ 0 an ugly'· man. n 

u. l\et.u.cot l06a. 

·12. Genesis Rs.bah, end o:t 8lt4. 

l). Sa.nlte~ ll)b. 

l.4. ?.lrkt Rabbi Eli.aizer 29J Aootb a•tiaboi hthan, Ch. 471 P•• l29J 
seG also Meld.ltiu Bo 2a on Elijall1 ·~ •al. tor God• but not for 
Iara.el. 

is. Shir Has~i!n Ral:>til.h. lt6. 

16. Lmrit.icu~ Raboh.1 Ob. 34g84l 



11. Be.boa MetE1ial'1 8$b. 

18. Ibid. 

l9. '!'a.Mith 24b. ;Ra;sni e:iiplain$ El:ijab.•1 t.1rtsattfment to mean that 
the diaoiple rJh.mlld ru:,t we~u:1 God with a:ny tul'the:r p:raye1i"' 
t11inoe 0¢>d had al:read,y answeJ:red his: spea1.t'io nqueet, 

~o. Sanh1dr1n ~7b. 



OONCLUSION 
~ 

It ::ts d~.f'fioult. to judge objeotively the merit oi: one• s own 

e£f'orta t.~J deal with a t,heoretical p:i:•obleiu. Thtl problem of l!:lijah •s 

t•ole in .ltaboirlio lit.~;ra.t1n-e ia compli.Qe,ted. Certainly no sing~ 

eftort li.rould providti1 a.n e:iduiustd .. Vtll arwlyai.s of th.$ su.bjeat. 

I had. l."e.Cogni~d early in 11iy rese~rott that the f ollmd.ng st'lld.Y 

would by· neoeaeit.y I~ JJ.mii:.ed. F'irst. of al.J.1 it could not po$s;ibly 

inolude iall u;peots of ElijQh 1a role iii rabbimc litfJ:t'JJ;tu:re. Tilmt 

and tho en.Qmooo qwm.tity o:t matea."ial 1~fli'J't;rieted. :my observatimua to 

Eiimlaoted a~pacta of th~ p:i:•oph~:r~•a <lhilt'aC'.rte:i;~ dev~).()pment 1n rabbinic 

Judaisrr1. 

Secotidly1 I withdrew i':ro:m an,y axt.em~:l.va i11teI•pr~t~tion 1>f the 

mater:lal,. I l'lll!r~ned. £ron1 ~<i'IJ.01~lating t~ Giinit'ioa.nc~i of nny in,... 

;:,,.,"iden:t. beyond :J.ts ralat:i.<>n to the oa'l'<ego:ry ·und.('lu;· which l llad subsumf&d 

it. 'fhe pl"eoedix:ig at~· did not , int~nd ·to ofi'$l' f.iX'l.3 co.mpex•ativa 

Maly~d,s betwfllen Elijah and o't.h@r B:l .. bl.ical l'l.(\\I'0$1 in ra.bbini(j liter ... 

a.t·ure. lfo:i." did thiis tr:.reatr~nt p:rovioo a.n elabo:ra:li.~ undc1•gitartding of. 

th~ EliJ.c:th l~ge:nd.u a.t{~t the i:uwkl;l;rou..nd of :i:•abbin:i4 ttuiology. Su;0h 

01ui1a~i(lOO d.o €~er'V'fJ £1, pos:i;t..ive i'tulc·t1on~ Thay indicate tM. ~OO:i:"mGtt!IA 

t.ask w-hioh awai:ts one wh<l wou.ld axha:u.st the ~i.ibj~ot ot F"1ijali-. 

Thci p:t>f..'lsie,mt, study can oleidm oe:i;-t&111 ooh.iev@.mante111 It in.1tia'l:.$d 

a §Jl'tud;r or r<;lijlib. 3,$ a. l®£eX1dary !'igttr~. Tht>X'e b.~\!il been sw.i:iris:.Lnil.1 

little reeiearcb de·voted to an aoolysif» at FJ.1jah •.a rol.e in the rab"" · 

binio period. Ther0 ar.'G collections of ~gaclio lmiter:lal wl:l1ob. deal 



With the aotivity 0£ El1ja-1 1 bu:b th1111y are not analytic. Most giucb 

411tudie1 only rf/produoe the a.vedlabl~ matfarial aonoerni:ng th.a Biblical 

prophet., They offfn' no comment,iaey or expl.mlation of bis pl,aoe :tn 

Jewish foJ.klore. Th$;f oi't&n igno:r:ie the fact that th$ p$:t'$On of Eli ... 

jElih ia :Lnvolted tw' the r~bbi.11 not to glol":l.i':y the p:rophet1 but to 

ti\laoh 6}, mewnif'ul l~1~~n. 

In the p1~eced~ p11ges, I atte:mptH to . 4einonstra.te that Elijah• s 

. .ap1,ear1.nces s•rrv'ed a p~oS«h The rabbis "ref"$ not reoo;rdin~ ail'l'.!.ple 

hall:uoina.tioM or d~-d:rEi&tl.ih They WEJf'e mo1t. otte,1n invold.ng thG 

p:t"4US~u1oe of ti:. proplt$t Elijah to le11nd authority to ill. mo~al. ma:imit 

a legal teoh.moal.1t7, or sd.mJ>l:r a p~~omtl viewpoi.nt. Elijah se:rv9s 

mu.oh the aam.~ purpose fii.ts many leg~~ anaract.e:rs. He is important 

pr~:tzy witb :re4ttpeet to the qualiti~i'.11 he :represents. 

Th.0 illOst iniport~t CGntl'ibution of this stu~ ha.s bef>n its 

eJJ.al.yli1a of specific tMs;peota of Elijall•s rol$ in rQbbinic literatui•e .. 

We ha.Ye titen that. Elijah ra.ewed in d1Vi!X"ll!e cam.pacd:tll.es., litl.ll o:t' which 

w:re ma.nif0at'd. u dtfi'erent .tace't15 of n.1, pe:r~ooa:l.tty. It would not 

S(!)W~ an;;r uoful purpoFJe ~rel¥ to l:'epeat in 11urrur1a:>;r the . evi~noE1 

which has alr$ady been p:re:sented. Tb.ere do~s ltemain, howevei:t1 an 

i .. nterest:Lng p:i;•cyblem. which could be trea:tied a.a part of' this conolu1i.on. 

In tbs int:roduction to th.1• d:lss~rtat:.t.on; we ree~all$d brt.ef'l;y 

t:ne 1.ot.1.vity ot th~ Bi'blia9.l prophet Elijah and sugg~mted that tl'M9 

B..'ibJ.ioal narrative ought i10t to ~ :i@:no:r~d in attsni.pting to under"" 

1J:rt:iand l!'J.ijSih in rabbinic li teratunh The p:i."'$S~nt t&$1' th.Em iii to 

~l.o:te tib.e :relationsbiprg if ax~ If b1tiw.en ·IJhe Bi. blical f. o:r biator:laal 

60. 



Elija.b.1 ru:d his :ra.l:ibinta~ or lege~9 oount€1rpa.t"t. For ·fihis purpose 

it; , might be helpful to reooll~ct $O• of t,he :rol•s w:td.ch ·tb~ rabbis 

aet1:11iensd to ·Elijah., Aft~:r Wfl h~:we cl~ified his lege~ ~ta:tu1si we •be bett~~ ;pMpai·ed to Nl'1.t$ it ·i:D h1s B,i'bliOal abarrultGX-111 

We diiCMl'IN~ f'iret1't of all that. Elijab was oonaider'ed a teaohe:r ;;1 

He ~id.Vised tb$ ar~bbis not only on mat·~:rG of mo:r&U.t1 Wld 'th:Lcal cgn ... 

duct, but on qtuustiotm of p~ioal tlltlmfon en! mental peace ot ird.nd. 

He taught the rabbi$ p:rope:r mdE!s of oondu.ot and behavior :1.n al.\ arfba~ 

ot life. He was a.11\IO ~ inmt:rootoxi in ti. p:rope:r observan~e: of th• 
' "< 

lW'.. tl$ ohtmlptoned th.Ell spirit ot th® law~ rebuked thoaie who 

abided only by it1 letter". He dei~®d comiistemy e.nd $Ought t.o 

e1tabliaih a hmnol\Y ~twlll)en inwalJld intention and outward observance., 

Elij<lllh we.~ a t~a.cMr of Wlust.W.l sens1M.Vity; passionate~ conoEirmd 

for "tihe ,w•lfa:re ot the ind.i.viduu a.nd bis rwtionship to ottier p@r-

In Qb~)t4t' II w e;1q>lorl!Jd the a.spl!t!Ct ut El~~ah • s .role as a 

helpe;rQ Rabb:tnio Juda.tam vi~wed Elijab ae th• d.ef«imd~Jt and ~n~· 

factor ot th~ poo:r, the: tieed~r, mld. ·too 01;>1::iitessed. Elijah treq,WtVz:it~ 

a.pp~<ll'1K1 to oorx·eot w,rongs 'fi11oh bad been oommitt.d or to allw1.iii.te 

the dtlt1g$X" whioh tbrea:tfh'ited the li:v•u o:t :tmooent. persons. Wherwer 

ju~t.4.oe was v1ol~tad• th.Gre was E:U.jliih p1.'lepared to proteot the p~ ... 

aecuted. H~ was, in short, the ohamp:ton oi' ·~ underdog. 

Finalzy., we obtSt5irv~d :l!ilijab in a ·number of 1'1\inor :rol,es. Thtfl¢fb 

wera oocaa1.on1 when Elijah ~.ppe1and in gu.111Be~ wbich W1"49 uncommon 

tor bim i~1amnuoh as they W$1'$ in'E.lgulai".. Among tbeu~ie ni.1.nol" :g•olefS 



wa1 tha.t of a. rep:r~'lde:t~ Aoc;ording 'W th~ rar.:ibis.- Elijah. po1se:111~$~d 

a. fist;y tl\\t!:np$t'& Jlia StlpvOl't of a Ca'l.We w,ms @ften aCOOil.\PBnied by l:'(i!"" 

l.tentleanill wrath and tt'tr1. Ht \lt~M9 sever~ mt onl;y in his :i.~ebuke but in 

hie i)'l.mishm~nt as well11> It Wt!W ®'fm! sugges\ed thtil.t Ii~li~al'~ t'Nqu~ntly 

~~ger1E1.t~ the offG~ ~ :tmpos:tng Wllt~uooot~le pEarullJ.·tii.es. ElJ.~ah 

w-as for. th~ r&ibbillll an tU'AOo~romie:Lng moral11t... Me rwfused to b~gain 

on questit-"'lns of $tbical prim~.plfi" Ail merciful as be was in hi.is ~up ... 

port of the 1nm>eant, so was tis mGmil£1$ls in hie .attack on tM 1rdxJl¢ed., 

'lb.ere W6S for ID.1;)an m @xau!l1l~ tor prostituting: MO)l'al values. 

In ad.di tion to th~u1e spEJeitio role$• WEI! not~d et.ill otbin;- qual;l ... 

ties which the rabbis asort~d to Elij&l. E..\1.jab w.u d<tpict~d aJlJ 

tl'.&<1 prophet who was 1Mtal@us tor God. In his unpa:rallel•d terro't' to 

~~'Ve t11a Maate~., li'.J.ijah oeoaaional.11 abmidonad his d~femie o:t Isra•l 

'to beoo~ bar aCOU$$l"e A.tloording t,o the l't:l.bbitl; Ell.jab tolerated no 

breach of .faith in I~hwell.. !$ :i.ll!I the ~1 proI>het ...... a:i:igey td:t,h his 

peopl.a on be~ at hit:~ God"' 

The r&bbis Q,'lao a~ribld. mi:r4'1.0lE!i:J to Elijah. Nomall.1 thev weft 

"luctant to o:redit him witb supe~tut>al powe:r$J beoa.ui:m such ~ 

attribute ®tr,~ted ft'om the .t"$.)&lJ;.t.y of Ma pe.:raon. •J:b.e rabbis w:re 

nioat oomt*rmd thiati ll:ijab appta'.fl' to oo a rsal lle3!"$0n1 not a f'1-nt 

of human ~i1r1ation, Nav~h~E:i$s1 as a lMt resort; Elijsn ~ ... 

oiaed :m.i.raeu.l.oUI. pQ!lGJ>lh He 'i>.rould ~av~ r&b'biea £:rem dea.tb by eliminat• 

:i.ng kef witmwt1H1l~&l at their tlt'ials~ Mis supatnattWal gifts pG:f.tBitted 

hm to Mh.tevEi hie etid!i wmn &Ll 0:ther means tail\lld.6 It was a,i1 y ... 

l'l.U"EJMl&l th.at 1 :i"SgaNl.eas of the Ci:'OtmlllJ'tf&n0e~, Elijah coulcl alw~ei 



b:tirli dvlivEi'i1'Sl'lQ0., His oa:pt~.oit;r to work ird.raeles testified also t.c 

M.1 status at11 a. diviMi msss@nge:r. 

The ilnmecliate qu~sM.on wh1oh a.:U these rolem !iUld att:.ributes sug ... 

g$S't i~ obVious. What rela.t1onsbip1 if ~' @xi~ts ~tween the ~:r11o:n"" 

·lli 1:1y· defiori~d by. th~ rabbis end tnE< m.blioal prophet· who first ap~ 

peiar1 in I Kings 171 Is there any conneotionbetwe~n the Bibl.iaal 

and rabbin:to :ftgWt°fl, or did the r4lbb:iii artd. trat:Lly nm~ El.1.jm. as 

th•1:r b®~aoto:r· and dO:ribe to him ·wi~a~:r qua.litie~ thlly· onoie'l 

'l'bf!ll rabbinio l1terattW• detiniteJ.y identitiea ~ lli~ilh ot le:g~nd 

w1 'i'i tht · iiblioal pr01;1h~t. · Thq ~• tt.w 1~ ~rson. Tbe q,u~tirbi.on 

of bow th(ty· .u'$ t4elate4 :i~ th.'ll l~gi:ti~te~ 

The mswe~ to th.is pr1ibliiim is nat. !aJJUJll<ih The. process ot traQi.ng 

· hiato~ical perfllmultti~ to. tbe:Lr emb~n'b in ~ulEJW leg~nd 1fi a. 

oompliea:ted task;. It is a p~8du:t@ which iii$ ooyond the soope of 

tbis present $tlUdy. M ~q,uattl · t:reatmEm.t of tbie& p~oblem would. de

~ ~xt.~ne1'\rtl) i'elillfi!U'ob int~ the na.tve and de't'slopm~rtt of tolklora .• 

Evtn it s1wb m imreet;ii&.tton 1'Eiff undt:rtsken, the~ would very likely 

remain (;i:uelllitionfl! .tw whioh thllfi+Ell we" :tlO otrtatri answers. 

'l'h:l.f.9 th$1d.it however, p:r:•ov1de1s a. beginning towards a solution 

to the probl•. I would contend tna.t by comp~:ring the Bihl1oal nar· 

roa.t.:i:ve wit.bi the ~abbinic 1na·t.;9r:.tal al:rEHldt p:r.•0a~nt$d1 C$l"tain httlt)M 

Qbaerva;i.tiom; reau.lt. A c.u>e.ful oomp1lr'1$t>n of th.Eh two Elijah~ l'$"" 

veilm de£1n1~te olu0s oonce:r.r.L.1.ng tb.tJ eml!rgenchl of the late:r legendary 

ohl!:ra.ote~ .f:tOm ite earlier. The :following O<>mw1ont1 will provide 

·tnoae Cl'll$e. The method com~:tst.€11 in a. :pre:sentation of :r<JJlevll!lit llib ... 



lica.1. pa.rasaga1 which r~ ser'\1'$ a1 po8tai.ble sources for the P~lijab of 

rabbiaiu tradition. 

In t,he .fir!!t place, !l1jtitb itl) & oonvement and like]3 candidate 

;for a. l$g(lt~ rOl$1 He 1~ th0 onl;r prophet wt10 ll0Vex• dies,. S:tne~ 

h~ &$C!lllnda into h.(!;a:W-en wh:Ll• y{l)t iltVe- it ie only ?'4l!ll.SOll9.'bl$ to sup ... 

poiafS that he contimws hi$ a<,rt.ivit1 in the ae~etial sph$rl!ll1h More ... 

Wllt'Ei:r, ~f' Elijah lives torGV'•r~ hf! is fvee to move about among •n in 

~generation. It 1$ oot ~t:rq$ then to find th@ rabbis sptt1akbli ot 

the prophet•~ oontinw ifiiP;pearanoea. El:tjsti. om dwell in thl@ir midst 

u can O'Jl,'f human ~illi woo is i\llly &l:Lve. 

Too :11..blioal Eli~&b. 11 a $Mliti~ ~!1£aber of moral conduct. 

iU; il/l.dvises cert.ain indi:1ridu.al1 o:t: propel" ethie8.l behavio:r &nd at.an, ... 

aaru of dl!!lc~my. The :tnoi®nt of Na'botb.'1.11 vineyard (I nnge 2l&l ... 

24) is a caa~ in point. E:tijQh ~mpbasi~es th~ xuoral it\g~li'tioe o:t 

the oonti1cat.1.on •. Rep$ate~, :Ln hi11a c:ritio1$l'll of Ahsib, Elijah 

~cu~s h:isn or havi.llg viola.'ted mor.u p:dmipl.<'Hhi He is a bad king 

b$caus~ ht ie uneth1oal.. 

Elijah is likflWilit COMi:lf'l.ted M a ttl)BOM:t" With the p:rop$f' t~bl\j> 

~ervitUlOG of ti:ua law. A.a :ii.n ra.bl4nic litr.tl'~t,~, b~ 1$i3t1 on tht 

1pil'1\1 not tbe 1ett$%'1• ~ tm la7W'. A clal'aic ~ple of this p1'in

d..plfil ocom.~•d in · h.11 Qoriteet 'I.id. th tibe pri~:a\G Qf llaal o:ri t.iklunt 

G~l. (l KillifJ l.8tl'1.,,,40). Eli~:hin di;plqa iltn impatience for h,ypaa ... 

:ri1y- when fwi oriE1;11 "lbw lorag 'Will you go limping after two di£ftrenii 

opinionet It the to:rd is God.; follow h.i.ra5 'but if Baal.; thtm .t't>llow 

b.irn. n (I Kilit~ai 18 ~ 2l) Elijah deplore1 1ndiv:Lduals who think in 
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om Unction, but a.ct ·:tn another. For :fu1.ijoo1 la.w ptlrtains to a mau•s 

oute3!' oonduot iand tap1:ri t tQ bis innfj:r moti:vat:Lon1 and th&r4il muf!lt be 

co:ns11tenc7 between the iwo. The. action 1uw:st conform to t~m ~liet. 

Tb.e :piar!o:rm~nce <)t a gtvet1. law should bf/! moti;iratE1Jd by the prop$l" 

epir~:t. One tl:$llllG'li · 'beliw• in ?anw«.i. and act £or Baal. 

A1ain in the oe.e$ of th~ aonfi1oa:l:.ion ot Naooth • e vwyard1 Eli.jab. 

ca:mpa.igrull S:ftJr tbti:i s~m.acr at ·t;m apu-1 t at the 13.w. In hi• aei:&uria 

of Na.both• a J;>:t'lt)P€tlll't'f 1 Ahab had. A<ilt~d a.oot.lrding tio th((!J littt.er of. til1~ 

l«W. He had '160\ll"itd th$ vin•:ra:r'11, th.rough. JEltM\lbEbl by OSt.(tn(!libl;r li!SU 

z•ms. What ·then was Elij~•m <ao:mpl3i.nt'l The p:t<>ph~t p:rotei'titd that 

Ahab bad :ign01!"1d · t.11.e intent o:t tli~ law. The law i teelf j,.1 intlit~d 

ti.o sate~d tbs :ttgh:ts ot ind.i.vidual1~ mt to d~p:rive them of th0.$6 

rigbt~11 Jlhe.b had violated Wfift:Y toorllll ptinc:tpl.($ in lda proo11afl! of 

llll~imur• ·arui had tn.u~ aroused ·Elijah ts aont@!1ipt for hypC>Cri11 and di! ... 

oep,ion. 1l'h~ rabbinic :rol~ · of Elij&h a1 a tedhm" and defend«!ii" o:f 

tliAi spirit ot the l&\'11 is oot ~nt.i.rely abisent itt bi,s 1~1blioa1 c&i1E.u~r. 

In thG Bi'blt, El:LjAali al$o oonws to thft a.1d ot th$ l'Oppnissed ~d 

J.Htrstllau.Wd• A~ ill :i:iai:ibin:ll! Juda:tem:P hii is a btl~1' to those in need. 

In hi~ journey to Z~iphatn, l'i:l1j~ 1Mt a· widow wbo, With hex• ion, was 

destitute and. povet't,"'"'IJ"b:t:•ick~n. (l: K.1Jli~1· 111S...16) EliJ&l eMblet\ th~ 

to obte.in i'oc>d al:'lli !lWl fo:r.• · a.ii tW.J:t~m.d~d :1?$i"iod. H~ even b:rao.ght the 

$on back to lite. , 

Oei>tEtinJ.1, Elijalt it!I a help@t to Na.both. Abair.i.d~d. not t,>nly b1 



His •itut:lon fJ~amed hopeles~,. and h~ was probably t"aok~d Witb despair. 

lie 0ven lon hi1 life at the hand1 o;t a deetpot 1n1ar1e with power and 

lust. Elij~ aniv~d f.i!JJ iqab!:rt.h•1 d@.fend.fi~.. HG ®to:rmed against Ahab i'Ol" 

ba wanton ~'buse of au.tho:rity m'ld rn1$Ult> af oft'10th '£'bo'U.lb he cam.t 

too J.at~ to ll9&Ve if"'botn.1 Elijah acted at h:11M E«$ng$r in delivering tM 

o·ti:ruse ot •ath. u:pon Ahab and his lint• In rllJISpect to N&bGth.1 ltllijeh 

~ri acted in the !ibl$ as the b.elperr o:t: th• opph1tied and pei~ti&$OUted. 

'.L'h1 rahbini.G d.0$C:tiption ot lllijM • s 1'1•1'7 t.~~i~ U:f no\ ~i:.is1t1nt 

from ·t.n• B:tbli~uu. aoocnmt.. T~ and q&in- Ell~Dh bm•l.6 loc)t$Eli! bu 

wrath Mid 'lu't:1 agein$t sinneJ1.1 and otf'4!lndt1Jrs ·of th.fl mtlral code. Afttir 

hi.ii contest on Mount O~l, Elij~ d:i.111 not di.smi.111 tht pr:l.$s'tis ot 

~al with mfJ~ly' constructive ~~itio1sm. Inat~a.d,, Elijah o~arided 

the p1toplii.t 0 •siar:tee th$ p:rop~tll ot ?A.us let not one of them @scape.• 

And they e~i~d thtmf and El1Jah. 'b:rought th.~m down to the b1\ook: Xl1hon, 

~m killed th• t~Alre. (I Ki~11s lth 40) 11 8UA11b oonduot hm>dly suggGs:'t$ 

.rt Xtlall of p1.t:Lenne ~ ume:retand:Lng. 

Oooe nior• i~1 t.hfl $toey o.f: Na.both and. hi.~ v:Ltl$yard.1 Elijah reveals 

his f'tlt:'i()'W!i temper in llis eo~tio.n ot Ab~t>. He cursed .Ahab 1itor 

the angeJ? to whioh you. nave provoked. me and t>eoa.u~e you have r~ 

Isra.'l to 1in.n (I k\inie 2l•22b) ,,!tlij3h. imposed th.@ puni:!lkmwnt in no 

\Ul.Oe:r.tain ·te:nr11~ ...... n~r1e betlonging· to Ah~b who die~ :'U:1 th$' oi ty .11 

th~ dog1111 ehall t11.li\t$ and myone of hu wno ~11 in tJ1.e <)r;en oottrtii:ry1 

tl'l.il birds of tho a.ir l!ha.ll ~at•" <l: Ktngs 2l•2l) l~n in tb'i .Bi.bl.e1 

EJJ.j~ was n1e~o.Ue$t1 1n his, judgment; of the wicked.. 

Other q'f.tt:Uitieia att:r,.butad to F.::U.jQh by tlm reibbi; oocur :ln laib-



lical pa.ssaies. Mi$ l!'l';ealiJ'WiJUEH:$S ;t·o~ Clod emE*:ti'gea in ttw evente i:mnt$die.te ... 

~ follow1n2: the aor&test on. Mount C~el. After h&ving ned. from Jez•\)el 

who $flaks hi~ lifa .for ·tm slaught.~r o.f the B~l.l prophet®, Elijah twi~e 

c1Jnt'€i$$t:Hi:; 0 :.t ha:ve 'be@n very fi$4'lous fo't' the LorQ. .. 11 (I Kiniis l9tl.01 

l~lijah is f~lil in thltll fM.blG am a m1x-a.cle-wo~ar. Indeed his 

f1x1pe;t<n~tW?al pow!r>rs attain mon prow:ine110@ in Somptm;ie than irA rabtl!i.1t1.c 

Jw.1~111 When ti. k:\.ng send$ a captain of fifty with !1:f'ty men to arr11t 

r~lijah, t~ prophet exolaimlili 11 ttif I am .ttt mau't ot God, let fire co~ dow11 

from heaven and ooM\ll'f.1.(11 1ou and your t:Uty. n 1.'o be aw:G, th Et fire 8.l.il"" 

piai~ed and ob~d Eilj®•s word. E.1.1j.lili p~r.t'~a. thillJ 1ni.raol~ t.w~,.01 

in s.11oc11ui~ion. One ot hi.s. last mira.ol61i OOG'!.ttwtd jumt prior ·ti;> his 

asoenlion to l".vsaven. Aa ha and Elisha ~ ilta.nd:i.ng by th.$ Jo:rdan1 

11Elijab ·toc1k his ziw&tle, m-Jd rolled it upi; and strt\ek tbs wa'te:rt and 

the Wll:t@r was p~~·bed ttl th~ or..te aid$ &id t{,; the otill.e:r1 til.\ thia two 

of them OGuld go 0~r on dry grou:nn..n {II Kings, 2~8) As was ob"" 

~@rved e~~l1~r. th~ rabb~ were r~luotant. to awor1~ miracles to Eli~ 

;)~. Scr:l.:i;rt;;\ll1G, however, t'flKH)r'd&~ suah incidents as amo:rabl~ ®Ven.ti. 

Sl'la:ctl.7 af'te:r:· parting tl~ Jo:t"ditn ,11 Elij ab .ascends to .he av>en in the 

£111\ry ch.~riot. U11 mw·~r dit1s, but depatim frorA th1~ earth. whil~ ~ 

ii!i yet fully al.11''Eh 

The parallel.I in Scriptu.N of Elij·ab • s role i:r:1 rabbinic l,.t~:r ... 

at~ n1q be no mol'.'I' than that ... parall.nl1. J; do not wggest th~ 

th'(!) ra.bbis looked to t.ba Bible to jus:t:i.tfy tooir deso:ri.pid.on ot thei.r 

folklore b~ro. 0 Nor do I conclude that the rabbinic uhar.~ote~ 0£ 
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Elijah is a. direct product of bigs 131.bliou pe:rsoMJ.ity. My only motive 

in ci'bing th«li!~it pa:.rallels wa.e 01mosity. The Biblioal Em<'l leg@:ndmry 

EJ.ijah1 W4:l:te not entirel.Y di$iiilllilQ". 'ftw 11mph.asi.s ~ be dit'f6~ent., 

Aooo:rdi~li w Scripttar1@1 El:i.Jlh appears to be mo~e the stern uncmup:ro ... 

n~ing judge. In legend, Elijah• rJ f:riendl.y .md kindl1' quilit19s are 

mo:re ~parent. N'1bv-enhtles~$ tho two ohJu'ao·~ra &.mhil:rit. aon.~id~:rabl~ 

simil~ty. Or.m can detect :tn Se:ript~ the outl1m1 of 1. pe:r1:11onality 

whoa~ oharl.Mlte:r wa~ e:rp.a.nd.sd by 1ub1iequ.ent f'ol.klo:re. It 1oeu'US no ac ... 

Qid&nt that the rabbis abor.tle Bl.ijah u their ch•npio:o. of jul.J)tice am 

tritndlir bemf~ctor. 

11hes(J :rewwk$ 1:1n~ggest ~ trtrl.ttul ~e. tor tutu:re st~. Tn~ 

pre1ent. thesis. lil!O~t to praV'idA) a pax'ti&l!l &:~ to tb~ que~tion, 

11wnat w~ the ;rol@ of Elijah in :ru.,bbinic literatut"t1? 1• Even m.o:re :iJl ... 

·tl"ig~ would 'bt11 4m :tnvestigati<~n of the 11Wh1" ot !l:Ljal18t11 1"f>:t1S1. 

Wl'lY' did Eli.jell BllilEinm~ t~ guisfli$ aaori'btd to bim? 'What. !acto:rl'!l c.i<.ln ... 

t.ri.buted. to the developmtm\ of the legend~ Elijab? Su.eh a stucy 

would btt -:lntimately aonm~cted. with tm general p:roblew~ ot .tolldore 

and it,s p:rinoipl11u1 of development$ l?G:rha.1>~ Elijah Sh.QJ,"~d. m.an;r quru,1 ... 

tiei~r in eo~rion m.th otbinJ' tolk he:roe1 tt~~t e~n'd him a pl.ace in 

Jaw.tab legend. 'l'o ~olvEi tbe my;t~:ra- of Elija.b.*m1 developing ch~aoter 

in rabbini.c li:t.erattu"e, to urlde:rstand 1ta orit~i:ne ~d th4'!1 f'aotors 

which det<llmiMd it, would al:w ·deftm th@ place ot iu:zy- folk htro 

'111 a peopl.G' $ hi1·to:i:;r • 'l'h<e mt:ion of legend ~nd. foll<lore as r.m in ... 

fluence in human euJ:tur$ iii a f~.1UCine.ting ooo a:mi aJ;;a(.>uld arioour~\\) 

further ~rtudf. 
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H'<YJ!' a. prop~ u.nruti;rst$.Ud:J.r.tg Q;f 111.ijabll th$ tl'npo:rtartOG Of prima;ey' 

s~ltli as.mo~ be ov~re~E,Phas1Z$d. No :ra.attti:r how ad~quate th.e secondary 

· 1310l:treee, the orl.gin&l t~J<.:tf.I treq~ntly fjrovi~ pwsom\l in~igbts not 

px•ovi.d.ed el~9lfbel"«i. The Hebr~w ta:K:t wg~eeta :nwmces and implioatiot~ 

~ioh <JJ'e lost :Ln translation. frh• us$ ot' la.nguage often :rei'l~ots the 

.atti tu.de of th@ a.uth4>r and bia own tesponse to th~ p:ropbe t, I•T.lij uh. 

Bea.ring tn1s in mind, that tMt~ ia no aub~ti.tu:~ .to:r original ree~arch 

in this ~a,. l ot.t·er ·the following OOO'lli.ents on li~oomaey 1nawriall.'\l 

wlliab I have util:i.ood. 

I.l't! .. ~i~.l!!t!, s& \::~!.. ~1!'4'1 b~ liau.11 O:u1uibe~ wu an e:tt:r~mGl;y uaeM 

text. I found tJi~t th$ e:u.tho:v•s ·1rol'1.ll'llinous aooumulation of tootx10te1 

was pa.rtic~~'f helpful. IJ:1n'!berg eollects and ei tee primary' sources 

which. othemd1e would have 'been :i.naco$saible to :me.lo The ~xtual nia~risl 

is concis~i1 Nl6'11'mt, ~ to the p1.1int. A p~ Virt.ue 0£ thGa11 volum~s 

is t.hti:r objeot1vity. Oirsb6'1-g p:r:·~s•n't11& all· t~ availablG lite:r@:tui"s 

md l~&Veil the int•;cpretive ttisk ·to the ttaadlft"'• Oocuionall;f 1 his re ... 

lerenoe.ai a.t"ia ilteot'Teetly cit@d, wt 11.1ooh. inetan.ces m:-e so rs..:re as to 

·oe :osgJJ.gible. 

Tht nb., 1n1 in th.e edition of ·u1 •?\II: ., :i., 1u n by ?~ll" ltlh 

Shalom 15J vi:rttw.lty &ti axllaustive oollEIOtion ot p.a6~aitll$ de&l.1.ng with 

Elijah, The nw:~eri.eJ. i:ll orl~an:i.1Mtid under topical bea.d:trigs ~'ll.Si~E.ltilli 

the Val"'i$'t7 ot El.~.jab•s .f'tmotione. 1.fhii fl2)1pn waiYJ helpful in Pl"O"' 

vi.ding sonie additional ·leg@iids about Elijah not o1t@d by 0;£ns~rg, 



1n,;N •ai ~•n is 

n,, 'n . .,,, .,.,, '~~ • Thi1Z! 

w~rk is allilo e, ~olleat.ion of J?a.S1n1.ge$ involving the prophet 1£1:1.jah. 

Much o! this wok 11 organilaed aecordi.ng to llllijmh' $ oomre:rsatic.m.$ 

wit11 i:ndividu&l rabbi1. Fo~ 'l1CI purpose this organtm~tion pre~~nts4 

so.mflf cibli'ttaoles. :.t had to ai.tt. ·th~ugh much of' tl:«ll ro:a.·t.e:rial tG £ind ;r, ... 

la.t1.vely i'aw le&iinds ·~11M.~i1 W4lll:"$ ~tot found elslillw'i'l11·~rh A~ a gene,tal ro .. 

vi~w of tl:1e ohar«oter 0£ l!':lijah; howev$:t; title vol:wnft po1aess~na oonsid•'t ... 

able me:d.t. 

The J~wi;h lncyclop1di11 p:r@vid.Gd baokg:round :matt'1lri~ on Eli3ah a.1 

a Btbl:toal prophet. 1'h~ aooount ot his a1t:Lvit1$s in th&.\ work 11 

adequatl$ k}u.t sketoh;v. lt i8 h.alpi'ul a" a review o:t tb1 t)a:tl1$r El.i~ab 1 

but, not ait reliable fer a detd.lari study of the p:r.ophetie pe~sonality. 


