
THE 'POETICS' 

ot 

Koaes ibn Ezra 

A critical study from a literary and 

historical point of view, together with a 

sketch of the life and character of the 

&~thor, b&eed on the material of the book. 

THESIS 

Submitted b7 

Kilton (ireenwald 

In partial fulfillment of t he requirements 

for the degree of Rabbi from the Hebrew 

Union College, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

1928 

. .., 



In LOTe and Devotion 

to 

Vy Parents 



rrABJ.JE OF CONTJiJN'rS 

Chapter 

I. About the Author 

II. About the Book 

III. The J3ook 

'rhe Author'.s Introduct:ton 

The .Answer to the First Q,uestf@n 

'l'he Answer to the Second Q.ueation 

~~he Answer to the Third Q,ueetion 

The Answer to th(~ Fourth Q,uestion 

The Answer to the Fifth Q,uestj.on 

The Answer to the Sixth Q,ua.ation 

'fhe Answer to the Seventh Q,uestion 

The Answer to the Eighth Q,uestion 

BibJ.iography and Explanation o:f Symbol a 

Notes on Chapter I 

Notes on Chapter II 

Notes OD Chapter III 

.. 

Page 

l. 

15. 

26. 

26. 

28. 

29. 

~30. 

34. 

35. 

49. 

55. 

63. 

79. 

81. 

85. 

88. 

Translation of the Armwer to the ],ifth Q,uestion. 99. 



CHAPTER I 

The tenth Century in Spai n saw t h e ri s e of t h e splendid 

kin~do~ of Abdu ' l Rahman III . HE had united t h e Spanish Los­

J. ems int o a state which dazzled Eur ope wi th i ts new high l evel s 

of cul t ure . He had wrouJht the warring fac tions into a harmoni­

ous body , bring ing order out of chaos , establishing peace both 

at home and abroe.d . "Agriculture , manufactures , co~1erce , the 

arts and sc i ences , all fl our i shed" . ( 1) . "Ii i th hi s death , began 

t he decline of t h e L"mayyad dynasty, (G) , and durins t he elevent h 

centur y , h i s mighty empire was broken up . 

" It has been sai d, wi th truth , t ha.t the h i stor y of Spain in 

t ne ele7entn centurJ bears a close resembl a nce to t hat of Italy 

in t~e fift eenth . T._e splend.id empire of Abdu ' 1- Ra..'lu!lan III uas 

broken up , and fr om i ts r ujns the re emerged a f ort ui tous congl om­

eration of petty s t a tes governed by successful condot tieri ••• • 

Although it was an age of pol i t i cal decay , t he material prosper­

ity of Spain had as ye t suffered li 1.. ·c..1€ di. .inution , whilst in 

poi:i.t of culture tne soc iety of t~1 is ',,.iMe :~ad r eached a level 

hithe rto unequalled" ( .S ) . 

The e~pire ~roke up into t he lit tle kinJd~s of Seville , 

; ran·ida , t:a.l a3a and so op , but t ese ·.rospered . :'he Je··rs , 

living amen~ t ne European Arn.bs : prospered , too , as is well 

kno;m . I.specially i n 'tranada ·7as this so ; it ·.v~s .kno·:m a s the 

11 Tne City of t:1e J e\1s " (1) . J evra had often •. e l d i.11 ..... ort"!.nt posit-
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• ie l' no·.1 li t tle of t he a ctua l events of h is 1 if e . Just a s 

·.;e do not ':now wh en h e was b orn , so t oo is t h e date of h is J eath 

11i o.den in o'bc-cn rit:· . The date ~iven by "; r ae tz lO , 1139 , i s usual-

l~,r ac ceptec . This i s based prohc>.b l ;y on tJ1e re~earch of Luz zato , 

·:1ho no in ts out that ~~oses i bn _,zra was still al i ve i n 1138, 11 

f or in h is Di wan i s a poem of condolence to h is friends , Abu Omar 

2.!ld Abu Ibrahim , sons of 1:ashcaran, upon the death of their motr1er ; 
l :C. 

anu i n a nother s t a n za he s n. s t . at i1e is pc3t s izt v years of 2.1 e . 

:·e 1as born int o a c1 J 1.n1 ed f'J .ily , res:rected for its we a l th 

vid l earning. -iis father ims v.n offic )al in t. e court of King 
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13 
i:a.o1ms , :;robe.bl:r re c ei vin · honor throu :-: ,,'lr.lue l ··a- na!"_; i d . 

·:e had three brot~ e r s , · J l 01 whm .. he outlived . 

Of hm·1 fie l i v ed , we :'lo- ver:: littl e . 

5j 4e- li~11ts f r o.m his y•riti .1 ~s - n c f r 0T:l t he wriiin iS of hi s 

@on temporaries . 
14 

' le ~nc,.," t hat · e a s a -, •uiJ of I s a a.c i bn }aya th 
- - 1 5 

1:h ::im !1e ;raises :ii 3hly in h is cri t ical wor k . 

Th ere i s a roi ant:c story r f :-: is lo7e for i.is niece - a l ove 

·.:hi ch , t :10u::;h r ec i!Jrocated , •;1as n eve :· to brin_; .1io .. -:.:ypiness , b e-

c m.,s e of his brother ' s opposition t o hi s 3l·i t . In vain did h e 

plead , and. ·:1!1.en ev e;n h i s oi1 e r 1Jrot:.ers sided :;.._;ain si. h i .rr. , he 

lef~ his nat ive ir a nada , to W&nd~ r i n t o l ortu~al ann Ca s t ile . 
16 

Thi s must :have bc:. en around llCC . 

In his ex i l e h e se ems to h ave 1c1.nc ~ !JC:i.tron , wi" o"' :-:.e p r "'.ises 
1 7 

i:i t. 1G 01 .. enin:s !Joer of h is i>iwan . · ut ~e never qu ite f orJ ot h is 

l ove , for !:e see-s r.ever to :~ave r.arr:ed. !nd eed , e :probabl y 

S!Jcnt t..1c rest of h.i. s lif e a".ay 1ro:. his native soi l for , i n t ,he 

:-oct ics , n:i ich i s one or !:is Ja t works , :1<; :re.f'crs t o h i n self as 

llYin_:; in exile . ::e .-:ri t es •. . • 'my f a te ?las cas t me , n ear the end 
1 8 

of my dn.ys , into a s tran•Je ~!ld di stant l .a nd •.. " 

Vo dou'ti , t i :ne healed t. ' .e breach ··;i t h .1is brot: ers ; certainl y 

:.ose s Yt:.i.s not vind ictive h:r n:?.ture . :· is Poetics is abum:ant i n 

n .. ~tc1 .. nt s i l.. 1 trati!1- hi s nobilit" o f so· 1 Cl.nd ..:;entlena1il:.· f ore­

bea1 ~nee tow .::-d vindi ~ tive cridcism , as ·.·ill be s ub='i equently shorm. 
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rt is not surpri nin[; , ther{:~O!'e , t o se c. niL .. a.lee t~e first ste .P 

toward re - conciliaii vn .. i t h )1is br ot .. e1·s by -:iri tin.; an elecrY f o r 
19 

t he l ovea. one of .. i s y outh , upon her dca h in 1115 . 

There is a nel::i.ilcholy s train in the life of Hoses ibn Ezra 

·.·1~ic1' is r eflec 1. ed to smt?e e::.:tent in h is \Tritin-s . J.'his account s , 

perha ps , f or the proficienc·r h e shoVTtid in t h e cornpos i t i on of 

melancholy li tur:;ica.l i-ieces , whic h e ·>..rneci for ~- im t he <1.ppelati cn­

n~lJ :l ... - - . 'Jraetz ai tributc.s this rr.e lancl: oly to h i s unsucc e:ssful 

l ove affair , which he sa:'s , 0 lai d ba re h i s . ,oet ..:. c soul'' . Sacl1s , too , 

s ~e~s t o in i mate that Loses n ever recovered from his h c 1 eless 
20 

love . ~ut ~e was not a nisantnro~e ; t~ou~h he invei~hs a ; a i nst 

false fr:t.en\ s , and says t.~at a rea.i friend is better tha;- a 
- 1 

brot .. cr , he se uns to ha~e made .:..ny fast and _ inE- f: iends , as 

r1ay bt seen fro!_- t he many poe~s he wrote in prai s e of i.is fr i ends , 

1nd the ma.ny lauda.to::-y piece:: a.! dressed t .:: hin. 

:~e ',1as not t:.. blind oiiti1.ist ; he nad no illu s i onsa'uot<.t the 

ct.l tt<ral con, i tions of h i s ·.., i ::: s . At l.. e very outset i1e s ays , 

11 
•••• most of t :.e pea. le of o· :~: o.:-..y pay no n eed. to matters perta i n -

22 
.:..1 c to li tera t urc. . 11 And when late r i~e says , 11 '.~he p e ople of ou:-

•1ay are 1 ike tret..s in a bar-·en land , tr"' t:..s \l.1.i.c ••.• a"lt:. n o ve_·da.nt 

lJr· .. nc: e:-3, ".nd cs.n _i VF:. no st'"adc. , · we n e ed not say t hat he s peaks 

ou t of a bi i~er heart ; we can s~- onl y that tis ob s ervation i s 

s•1bstantiated in l:" ooern t imes by psychol o~i cal test s ! 
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But .• e l' ealize~ t .. at !~e u ... s - a:•in;.; 11iL.sclf op1.;n to criticism, 
24 

for he adds; '' Aa for 11e , l - .1 no1. 0.1. ti1ose · .• :c b e\/ail tue .. i u es 

a.nj ~i sparage J'ly contem1,orari es . 'i'i ere are t·:iO reasons for t ais ; 

firstl:,- , bec~usc. I have ex1>ericnc ed t h e e::t n .mes of the a :;e -

-;<'od a nc. bad ha"'7e fallen t<.i 1 •Y l ot ; a c o1 le•ve c ycle of ex11eriences 

:~as !•as s ed 07el' rie . :r rave k no·un frustr:iti~ ns a fter succes s ; I h a ve 

1)ee;n ha.~shly de;alt wi t1· a:'ter l1~Xi !1_; b e n treate l _;raci c1·sl:• •• • ••• • 

The second reas on t hat I am not di scoura..~cd i s beca· se ~od has been 

g ood to n e , a nc : ask only t h?.t e al) o·.1 me to tha nk :: i m for it 
2b 

:~nd f i nd a refu.;e in h is ~ooc..aes s , t. at I ria: · not be un ;r:?.t eful . 11 

:.c. ?:e is t h e sc·.Jer s tate1tent of t.•e .an .. 1. 0 has liveci. fu .. l y , :'la.s 

kn o~n l ife in it~ varJin~ a~ _ ect ~ , and frm~ t . e hci~Lt of y ears 

l ooks i.4pon life , a na se t;s L iat BOOd ... nci b1d , lev.rn.i..n; :ind i~norance , 

s t. ccc::s an d f~ilure , are , aft.er o.11 is so.i d -...ncl c o~e , onlj· ~ .·a3 s 

of ~rovidence . :re was n o•" d isa:_ oL1tcQ in lif<:. . ·:e .'clt , wit: . 

Aristotle , :Lon .1e quotes, " ' •. e f r uit of satisfaction ui th onf' ' s 
'6 

lo .. i ~e~cc . 11 .. e !Uoi.cs t.:i s .. a_py b.i. t OL . if;..40:- , 11 ·.hen I l ook 

:~? 
t 1e n ... o : re .., oice in i:i_r 1 ot " • e re ce~t~inly is n ~ ev i lenc e of 

i1·_tl; t.e con-t. 1 ·1.:·y ; ,1e never indul z eo. 

in sc::..r.:::::.sn ".t ·-- e e;: nse c: h is co. cJ"!JlOl' .r ies ; .s i. L .11 s elf s ~.y::; ; 

'' •••• ''.'.. t ?l rt:._:~rd to _oe. J Cl ?_Oc.~e?:":; , - <.Ve nev:er ·,;rii. ... en ... ny aU1..ut 

Olny _.l.rt.i.c• :a!' pe:-·s on • .. .•. no .1a:. J1as touc.n.ed m:· _ onor, nor ha-ve I 
c.8 

::. -r:.u~;neci t .. e; _ one· of anyone l se'' . 

)uc: ·;·:::a.s ~ oscs i bn ·~z rn. , . h e r.m.n - 3entlenanl:r ' r.ono· abl e . 
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one: ._,ho ~eve:- stco:~ed to scur1·ilous c.tt::~c:: t a l o~:c.i and s~~pa-

·1.. .etic friend, beca.n:;e. ;~e Yal .. er-' tl e f:rien' ~ i y o:..' ct. c;rs . In 

:... est~ -;-;or'1.s ·~ccs i.e s1T"J. u: i-iis li1e : "Ar.: i~S :fo:. !":c : I am a poor 

•.an ·.v:10 i:= i:Jde ed we a l thy - a pau~..>e:r i7:10 i1as .-an:' pc.ssescicns ; 

for a.1 ter aJ l t!H::rt i s no ~ overiy ~rcat er t~1an st··r idi t~- , 3.nd no 
,-. ..... 

no.n r~ore friend] ess t l:o.n :·.e ·; ·:10 l oi·e s :i:-self11 • 

: e rear y 7.o I"'.ee t tile disa :-oi!1tr.:ents of life bravel;r . : .e 

-.. rites , 11 T!ie: U!Jri - t 1 1a n , · :"e:: f ac e d b y aave:·se t i?~es , amt held in 

t:-.e ..:;ri_ of :nf~i:or1."u;. e ci::-c1,.;: stc..nces , ril ~ :re t stand ttp lil<e a 

::-ia.n , rE..strr.i:1 :.is d.e si:res t ··.!.ci y-re-.r:.ii o-;-e:· :.is sJ.'irit , to wit.'!-

:-.o ld. i t f ro t· .at , .. : ic:. is lori tJ SOl'!e , ·1.nd ,.i rect. i t tou :tr r' the 
3C 

d.esir~. le _u~li 
• 11 ..... es ••• • 

-:ven in t::e role 01 c ritic ~·e see ;i.i:-· as .;entle , just , con-

siuerate . Ye s-;.ys : " .,. have ~o need to cx:::tt..i.ate on is err ors • • . 

i.::· ai."1 iR t is ·,· r.k i s not t..c :po int ovt t:".e r.is t -. es of n.v pre -

.:.eccsscrs n.nct cvnde: .n t::.eir -orks a.!1d l~er:pett·al..e thei r defects ••• 

I r-ention 1.list?.kes onl:-.r ·:1hen neces-=:a:r:· . In s1·c:. c ses I do not 

s i v e tf1e name of t r.e aut .. cr, t::.nl I ; ent ion tj.lern only that t he: 
31 

read er na.:..r not be nisled b~r si:- ila:;: i avl ts'' . 

l.is fr i e nd , Jose}.Jh i·on Sahal , :tor h is vigorous denunc i at ion of 

t.·e crit ic s of 'i1ia ( r ... y . ..e .. .':' i tes tho.t , if h e had with.hel d h is 

pen f··o1'.l suc!1 :.1tt~rs , it \'tould have b e en 1 ore to · . .:.s credit • 

... e aa.s for r e straint in all tLin:;s . 

-;;') :-ve h f r t · e life a~d c :."'.re.cter of : oses ibn ~z ra- of 
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t ::e incid ents of }·i:; life.:~ ::no·:; lit ·1. le - but :1 is s ::..irit il :..1u:!ine s 

a ll :tis w:r i tin~ s , his c:-..aTa.c t.er s·~ in es for t h :'ror.: t :1.eir pa&es . 

3 3 
iie state:s ~:A -t is r-ctric ~.1 ... crks m:r:ber ov er six hund::-ed. 

3<1 
:'.1e:-e ".re extant :-"'ey of :-~ is p i ti.ti1:i - t.·ese a re _isteO. b~' Dul:es . 

::e c o• .::'os ed ..a--~Me!':i a :· :; etic::i..l ·;;o~.k call e r 

~.J'l i' 'l !JO ; c a l _d 'II ' \II ) J> :)err.aps becaus'? it is c o~'pcsed of 12J O 

lines , t :.e nunerica: val::e o: t · ~ -.;or e' "' ' Ill )JI • ':!1i s .. o:·l: is 
3 G 

;·ent ioned by 1~1 i ~ah ::!.evi t a under t. e titl e Jt '.JA J\ • :Jut accord -
36 

in.; t o Isaac ::<royd~, tajnis is : typ e o: \r;,.ti~ st:;le , in which 

t!le •nr>J> i s 7:r i t ten . 

Dukes ~lso cites a. ·, ork wi ti~ the ti t. le 

::e s ayo i t appe::>.rs t o be a '\'/Ork on rhetoric 

poetry . "'!'1e title n e an s , he says , 11 -·1 o·.vers 

:.he - t~1is is :; iven aa t!1 e Arat>i c title • .. 1.1 . 

a.nd 

of 

c:-

37 
' I\ , ., ~ l\ )-s} ,. l. )\ ~ • 

tJ·.e h i story of 

t }:e ..,~rden 11 • In 
38 

t: ;.e "' ·~ ).J> • 

!JU.::.:es !las evident l y c on:·t·sed t.,is Tiork ·ui t;: the ilJl<-> "YD$i'' ,.,.,; ,,,, ~, l..J» • 
-a .) ~ 

fer :1e re:ers to ·, ol f ' s description of ih is .. vork , which , !:oweve r , 

t~e l ~t ~ er ct~es ~i tho1 t a titl~ . ~he sta tec ent of t~e J . ~ . ap::. ea rs 

t o be r-ore r e·.sonable . 

· -:1e 111 1 • >Jt -.:a's !H.:.bl-s!le d by }\!mzb erg , : erlin , 1886 . It i s 

a ;:r6v1 of s ecula~ ~oer.?, d ivi c ed into ten s ec tions . 

4C 
. ·:ot. e1 poet i c-:i.l nork is o::e.::cri Led b~' J,uzzat o I t i s 

knov>n a s ti1e Di nan . I t i s a s yet unpublisi-..ed , but.. according t o 
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41 
~alper , '' only in it does i.:. b . :;:: . s .. ine f _rtn in r is .;l ory, :;.nd 

un t il this book i s p~bl shed in i ts entiret._· , cr.i.-.ics mi<st . ith -

!1ol d t hei r es t.imates Lf hi.." . 

r:;.e :<nown prose wor:~s of r . b . :£: . are t wo . The one is a 

p:1iloso_ i1i~al ":or!-: , -::r i t ten in Arabic , anc.a. t r a n s l ate-d into Eebre-.·1 
4 2 

l nder t: .e t i tl edwll., J\I. n~. The ; . ::; . s ays of it , t ha.t "it 

betrays i)ro1·0, nd knoY:ledge of t h e 'Z raeco- Arab ic ph i losophy " . I t 

doe s n ot s c.em t o .. a ve be en ver:r e t~cc e s sft:.l , n or 1.1idel y .kn ovm. 

::is ot her lcnown p:-ose ·::or k is t .1e 

Jraetz translates t:1is as "Scri:t der :·nterreduns und Erinner ung ' . 

'.:'he a..xact intent of t.Ls titl e i s not kn own . It nas been trans-

l ated j.nto modern i!ebrew by 3 en- Zion Iia l pe r, under the title , 

" ~in~ · ../')'"' " , which is , as h e says , based on t:1e c ontent . I t 

is t his edi tion y:fl.i c l1 is used as the basis f or t h is pape r . I n 

the s~~"' ./ll '\I On page ? 6 he PlentiOnS anot•it!: ·;,·ork Cal led , I .flf~1•11 

0 •11 •;u )01t>i7 ~JI ~"' 11 >1hich i s ~nknmm except t~.rou..;h ti1 i s citati on . 

:..·}1e Arabic t i t J e i s '' ~ll61l~ll11 .2'1~~~ ~il,tr 't·i~'!> ·~ .. . 
44 

: t ~:-.; _Jl)Ss i bl e a l so t::.at :1e ·:·rote a 3 i blic al c o ... entary. 

'.:'"1e <>. r .. ist a;id c r itic ~re at Vl".r~ance; it is natural that 

t~iz is so , bc c &use o: the nivt r~enc e of t~eir 'tas~s a t t :1e v e ry 

outset , though t hey c onve r~e on t hei r obj e c t . Iec u l iarl y enouJh , 

::i.rtists S(. l cJ 01•1 excel as c r i tic s ; a d the l e.t1.er are t oo f l:equentl y 

1 na'_lc tei perf'os1 t:.e feat s ,:hicr- t h ey deu and of ot:1e!'s . 1i'th 

f e ·.i excc·1tion"' , ··t i s t s .ave i>een un<?.ble to ~ dee i n ot!1ers t ho st! 

u t..li ties ,,. i c t .. e.:f t::ense ve:; s e• J-; -nd of ten --~t. tain . ? r ue , ·, e 
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find 1 :p0et li::e Colerid..; e , Yl::.o c oi<ld write or. t:.c :.!1e ory of 

c:- i tic i sm, anc: : oe, <tnd de :;.uincj· . T .. ese a :·e out.3 t~n~..:.11_; pl~enou-

ena i n -~n.:;l i -h l i te:-atu re . 

:~ere was only one ~edieval Jewi s~ wri te r uno a t.eM?ted to 

;ive to t . e world a roet: c theory. j ~ . b . E . sets Ol.4t t o d o 

this , at t he re"'''Est , ;: r~s·2·abl: · , of a. youn;; f r i en r, . If I I!lay 

he allo~wd t o p ost ulate t~at ~e ~as a ~reat ~oet , t h en I must 

add t:1at as a cri ~j c , too , ::.e deser ve s hig}:. yrai se . !:al};e r 

says of :L: .. t .. at 11 •• •• a~ critic :1e is Le one of :~ is k ind , ;-;ith-
45 

ou 'v e ': e.l i ::-i inediev --.1 ~ e; .. ish li terature '' . 

- ut .. 1e r..ust n oi b e :-.isl ed into bel ieving t hat hi s uistincti on 

r est : onl" u:-o. h is uniq:ieness . It rests f ir!!lly up on t h e bas is 

oi t . e "1.C st.: et ic v a l ue of hi s t .:eories and t :e sot'Ddness of hi s 

~ irs t of a .. l , :'1e ·:1e..s a n h onest c ri ~. i c . r:.·:.erc i s nev er a 

. int of !)ersor:2.l f eel in_; ::-'!. _; ·.inst an aut :1o:r i n hi s criticisms . 

In fac t , to repeat -.·1ha t :1as n.lre .d:; b e en qt ot ed , :b e s~.ys , 11 I 

r.:e nti.:m mistakes only ·;-!hen n e c esf;ary •.••• . In such cases I d o 
-: 6 

11ot ~i v e t h e name of t J:e auth or ••.. 11 

: :e v alued a nd '1.ppreciat ed t :1e beau tiful . Ee says • • •• 

11 
•• • fo r one e:{cellen t st anza we f or..;ive t .e 1aults of t i.e rest 

of t~e poem; for one n eatly tur neci phraqe we pard on t h e 
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47 
. t . " I:lockery of t:.e rest o: .:ie p i ec e • ::e -;-:a.:-ns l~is young 

- 1 t · - t 01- - ·.:lat J··o" :iear,· remem-~isci ple •• . . 11 .'irite ao .. 11 on:· .:e ~es .. "" 
48 

ber onl~r t e ch oicest oi \i .• at y ou r~a.d11 
• ::e S3.j'S it is as bad 

49 
to read ~oor bo oks as t o associate wit~ ignorant _eofle . 

He a i "'!ls to 3ive t h e technical e l e1 ents , the tools with ·;1hic!1. 

t!:e poe't \;orks , but he is no lJedant . Ee r ealizes t l:at t.1e poetic 

elel"!':ent is a s pirit , a!'ld not a forn ; poet!'y i s !"lore t han a con-
50 

coction of rhyme and metre. ':'he e ssenc e of poetr y •.-;ill not 
51 

' b ear anal~rsi s ; t::e 7a.tional i st will never love poetry, He 

r ema r ks that though t h e truest th in3 is the best t~ing - this 

c annot be applied to poetry , for t~e poet i s no t bound by s uch 

J a-.-:s; ~1e is free to wander ··here :'anc y leads , for t he poets "are 
52 

t~e only men -;fuo a r e forgiven t he ir falsehoods ?~ 

Loses ibn .::zra. believeci with Alf a r abi ;-.hon !le quotes , t hat 

r:hen poets vr.:i t e , they see with the mind I S 1.:ye , ~5 "e see with our 
53 

own eyes . ':'he p oet ma.Yes ue to f e el wi t h h i rn! ':'o h i m poetry 

\':as t he h i::; .. est 1 eans of expression. "A statetlent in pro s e flies 
54 

m;a:· li "..:e a spark , but a. song endures as t notAc;;n s raven on s tone" . 

And f ina lly , lik e a true a1·tist , l1e b ewails t~1e s ordid mercenary 

uses of a rt . 11 • ... .r..en mc.n beg an to ri&<e a oney by it (their poems) •• 
55 

then its beauty vanish ed - it s c ::.·ystal waters \1e1·e defiled" . 

This is t .e lament of t 11e artist . 

·.:1ere i s onl·r a hint in this \'1 or~ of Bi blica l cri ticism. 

'; .• or .... !;. he is sup,r oeed by Dukes to hav e wri t ten a c o11.".entary , the 
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~ork a scribed to him is J r obabl y spurious . Onc e , however , h e 

~enticns t ·1e herrnaneuti cal C.evice of d e r iving s9ccia_ meaning 

fro:. t:: e re:;;ie:':.te<i st!':.te:-e:1t cl' r.n idea , a.s fro:.. t:~e p.1:·ase , 

II I 'J\ -,~· './\ & ).>. " - or ,, tV JI/ t,.~ '&> " 
• Ti10i:..;h s o~e 

Y:ould give a v a2·ying nea.ni~g to eacr. c;f t he sin ila.r words , he s ays 

11 t !1i s explaJ1ation i s f ar re!!loved fron reaso~ • .... As a nc.t·1..er of 
56 

~a.ct , t_:e i~tention i s on .... :;' to er1f ... as iz e t.~e sta.tcr:ent '. 'i'' . _.n s 

is indeed indi cative o:: a broaci , sane , a.ncl ra.t ion2..l vi e·:1 of the 

: 1·0:;.e a nd i 1,,5 L~e:. •i ng a.n1.1. intent . 

:::ere is qt..i ~e a i: i t o:· e:;;:e; esis in t .. e lant par ... of t he 

b c:: , ;-•::,e:·e t:: . :.., . J; . ~i ":"CS t h e si:;ructurc.l element s of poetry . 

::ere he addnces nw. :e rous scri~tu~ :?..l V<.,rc::es as ex ar:::-les "lf the 

-:-a.rio--s poetic devioes, ·.nd in :.,an::r c a ses :te i~te::-::-ets t.-: ~ 

de:r-.:'.ves a r .·1.. i on::-.l . e '\ni n:; - ont: n i c.: i s clos. to t c .,. e:>..::.in.;; 

o.e!.'i··ec. i.0- ~~y u: scie :ti: ic tu~cnts . -- · c • .:.. . -. ?.s t .• 0::-oi:...;:~1· · 

ro'ie::-:1 i;. spiri t . 

Loses i bn :.. zr::>. r::i.s · ... o::n inl.o . :.. ~nd. rh!.1 in . r 9.bic c ul tur e • 

:n J r. -~" .... . - . .'T"- ,.. ..,~0:1 . . j $ : ~i e:1"' , ·s s e • 

0

!'0rl 4 
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-~ ........ ~""" 
. i ... .. # - "' 

::!.. . S \'i.i C . P ::::;c::clo..;:.c..,_::y , .. e ';'DS ... n .. :':i.b ; . t . ...,: :n 

·~ • '· l 
so ... e sec 

reli.;i o:i . 

_o:·-::.1 use. t:.e cxp1·rs:-ic: ot .. e:: ·:;:.se - t:.::.s too is c crrect ; for 
, . 
l .• E o:.-:-..:. c ~:;nct ·Je wrong ~ · .!.e?; ___ ill;;s:rLtc.s :_:.., :enn:L.

0 

.... 
l ..... 

a ~..iot;.tio:. ::-or~ • !'abic . :... tt.:·c.iurc , Le seel:s :so to : 'l.. .d <?. i1a::-

~::c: in .Seri..,. "tt::-e . ::_e Arabi c li 1.e1·:.tu:re is fi:1e , tut. t .. e 

- · ' ( • • <'l . ..... ·- · \ • • t' .. :-l.~-- _ :~ e =--·~vU!.'1.. ... _-:to .. :.~eu. in ..... c ~ : ..,.t.e; , is .:..e s . :;s_.,e:ciall.,,-

ot:t t .. E. use" of t;!e ·:'"'rio:;s li ',er::- ry devices ir" t e :- i l le . It 

::.s true he · ses t~e '"'.rti.iGi a l sta ndards c: t E Arabs i n 

· i..:d-; i n.; : .el.i::-c·7 ;o~try . ::ut ::e l oved t·.e ·.ebre•:; l "'?.n.:;uc.;r. . _:e 

c o:v5c:-.ns t: ose e:. i lc::; .. 1. :.0 ilJ.o·,·c ci t: c iiebrey; ton.:;ue to fal l i nto 
58 

u.isusc ar.C. decay. ::e e: ... J.Jrez~es :!i s 3.t ti tto..le i n t . . ese · ·ords : 

11 I n every section I s:~..._1:;._ i:.re s ent an ex x ple t.:-i.ken ::::o .. ..b.rabic 

~Oe"try , :md co: l a:-e it ·::it:. a verse .L·ro.1 Ser :-t : .. P·e ' · so t._at t:1ey 

s ... 11 not .:es~ .. :.se t.:!e -: i i le E'.m .. say t..·. t.. it co!"lt:.ins none of t ese 

literary devices , 'lnd t 1at t :.e _ r abic l t..n..;ua...,e i s L.e o.1ly one 

'1h ic;. c ontains clevc.r phr<ises :'..Yid : i ne t .. out;:=.t , and t .·at t h e 

::e;_ ::-e·.1 l an_Jua.:;e la~ks al l t es e . Al t.:01.....:.;L Sc::- i p ture is lacki~ 

in exrunr>les of sever8.l of t:1e s e devi c es used by t he Ar ab poet s , 

nevert:1el ess , there 1..re conv i ncing indications i n \lhicr. ··;e ca n 
59 

s ee t!1er.i used" • 

:r hav e said t .. at h e ·:;as riOdern in :1is exec. es i s . ~ut not 
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modern enough to lose flis JeTiishness ! Arti f ic i al exeges i s 

cannot extend t o Israel ' s future ho:Pe ! As he says , " •••• h e who 

reads t~·-es e t:.,_ings in ord er to test them by natural s cience , or 
60 

v:hose mind d oubts at all , does not_ bel iev e in Judai sm" . I n 

spite of his aest~1etic tr?.ininz , and the fore i gn environrient i n 

-;::.~ich ce l ived- he remai ned true to r.is ori g in , a loya l J ew. 

I n writing of poetr y , a poet must g ive t he rules which he , 

h imself , f ollowed . ::ut can poet ry be reO.uced to rules? I s i t 

to be so r at ionalized into a defini te method of p r ocedure , a llow-

i~g no nevia ti on ? Our author thinks not . 
61 

~ules are he lpful , 

but not b ind i ng . He 7lri tes : " Pe rha ps the inquirer wil l ask me : 

1::ave y.Ju observed all t he y,rinc i gles whic h you mention . e.nd 

:'lave you avoided the faults uhic h y ov descr ibe , s o t hat y our 

c omp:>si tions are free from blemish , and v1i thout fault ? ' ':' o t :tis 

I mus t a nsv:er : ' _T o ! ' I must c onfess t he e r r ors Y1hi ch I have 

made f or vari ous reasons . ~ere flesh and bl ood mus t s in , man ' s 

spontaneous capac i t i es are limited , since his te5_ er var:. es , and 

fluctuates . F or t h is reason , no inan can be found uhC' is _,e rfect 

in al l r espects •••••• Ther e is , j ndeed , anothe r reason • .Amcng 

rrry poetic conposi tions a re sooe ·whi ch I wrote during U:e intoxic-

at ing per iod of y outh and t he plea sant days of :,roung manhood . At 
.~ ·-t 

that t ime , I was not yet t hilled and :prac ticed ••• • But i f this 

re ::Jly does not s <..t i sfy t h e questioner • • ••• a..'1d i f he should desire 

t o r1 ispute Y; i th ine be c a.use I warn othe rs agai nst t 1'1ose things 
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which I oc casionaly permit myseli , I ans'7er h i m ·.•i t.1 t h e wor ds 

of one of t h e conunenta tors : J.~e n , if ye were n ot r ebuked , except 

by him who i s \Ii t h out sin , no man would ever rebuke ' e ••••• And 

Soc rates says son eth ing s:Milar ; ~ven thoueh the leader cann?t 

do t h a t ~~ic~ he asks of ~ou , do n ot rEfuse t~e a i d of h i s a d­

v i c e . And s o , wi t h t h is ex pla!'la ti on , I l e ".v e t "" e j ud~aent t o 

f c>.i r - minded r.ien " • 



Cb.apt er II 

The Kitab al M'.uhad.ara wa1 Mudhakara W8,fJ written some ttme 
l 

after 1123; this is the latest date mentioned in the book. 

There is no other hint as the date of its composition. It was, 

of course, wr:l tten in Arabic, a 1anguagr.:l wl.dch M. b. Ii: .. handled 
•) ,_,, 

as well as did the ·best )l!Io s1 em wr:t.ters. 'l'here is a :problem as 

to viihat script it was v1:ritten in o:d.ginaJ.1y; this question is of 
3 

prime importance to the translator, and is cUscuEised by Halper. 

To us, however, it is of but passing interest. 

~ehe contempomi;ries, and countrymen of M. b. :m .. could., of 

But was a Hebrew translation c~ou:r:Frn P read the· :book in Arabic• 
4 

made, pethaps for the J·ews of' J?r<.,::moe? The /'OTI'' ')90 quotes twice 
5 

from a work called )'tll..:>i'I S1.)U/~. Stej:nschne1der :l(':.entifies this 
6 

with our Poetics, but the evidence is ilight, and not convincing. 

There is no other reference to the book in all of medieval liter-

ature; :Lt seems to have remained in i\il:SS., ,,-a1th1g for someone 

to unlock its treasures. 

The mention of the book im modern times j, s 'by Wolf, in his 
()J/. 

Bi bliothecae He1n:·aeq.1:t., Hamburg a.nd J~eipz.:i.g 1727. In v·oJ.ume three, 

pages three and four, he describes a work, without a title, but 

wb.:i.ch vd.thout doubt is the :Poetici:1, for the description which he 

quotes :from Gagn:ler fits our work 1)erfectly. He s.ays, in part, 

"He p(·.n. ea,1.r~':I +() c'1. ·aer.·i·,P.J'.n s·t·u<~en·t '"1'10 ··1ad p·rQY\O '"d V ·1' Ol ,, t' " •. >..- v • ''··· I ). • ••• vvl .t." . .!;' s ,;; ar .. A.S 

? 
que~'ltions •••••• the work contains si:x: ansvvers, to as many quest ... 

ions, of wh:Lch the tv1rn fJ.:r.st are a:bout the arts of oratory and 
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Vt"i 
poetry , the four l ast ones pertain to t;1e ~oetic arts : concern-

poetry amon:; t l: e Arabs ; c o.1ce1ning poetr•r among t. e :-reb:r~wa; 

c onc e rnin.:; Spa n is!1 poe t r y ; and va rious exaim·,1 es of Heb revr style ••• " 

iie t h en g ives a list of men quoted or 1:ientioned in t h e work , but 

t ili s list is very incot:pl e t e , a :1ci h e :.ails to po int out t h e hist -

orical v alue and signi fi cance of t .1e work . Then too , in t h e begin-

ning of t!: e descri pt.i. on !1e refe rs to this ·.rnrk as nu:r-be r 599 of t h e 

;:untin.::;tonian LSS . , w1 ich :i.unti r.g ton d escri b e s as " explicatio loc o-

rllI:l c onplurium Scriptura e sacrae auctore Avu :arun" .- a l i ulical 

com. 1entary . This -S pro oabl:,- anoth er \'iO r~ entirel:·- descr .:. bed 

by 5tei:isc!.nei~ :.r as a spuriot<s LSS . (Cat . "2ocl . 1001 ff . ) . 

·:e next meet the - ork i n t 'l-- e ill~•" 1t>>' of Abra :!am Z.avi son , 
8 

Livor no , 1?52 . ::e ·•ri tes on p . 91, 11 • •• 1.1d I S0.'7/ a. "boo:: , call t.d 

i n ...\raoi c , Al La !1adara .. , ' ci.1 J "'.d!uD:r.r., , by :.1c ;r~· a t ".Pd ?iot·s 

J.ose5 Jen ~ zra !:::- - S~l::-~11 ; a:1d on pa .. ~ 1 09 : "~n .. • . 0 3 s 

ben .... zro. ·:::rot oo: in .rl.uic , c"l.lli;;d .Al J~acia.1·~ \tal ,_arJ1e.-

~z:·"., .;o; · oce i.1 ,,~ r1.'.. ic , boo , e:.::-...irel.· l'l.cl_ .1.1ul , cal l<..a 

an·: c. u'!.•y': .• e ... o ~· r;:.- ::; it · 1 i l 9roiit. i n is . , anu i.il 

!>. e e.11 it,. ,.. ·e t:w 

enti:·~1~ - dcj · · ' . ,..:.. ! 

I 
• 

· :-i t er . 

.ou~n ~ ~~ ! cotld corn-

·.:.ve s e· ··> . .. t ~ .... ,. I... 

0 
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,v 
I :t J • r• t ' ' .• " ' . J · -_·r~.nz ~c~t 7· SC'.l ~ "': ~°'. l• S 1 e ;::J:t :...C'nt.. 1 cn o..a. · •• -: ···::-:;...: _ · - _

1 

~ ~u --

'! ) ,, . 1 • - - • • t r -· ...... e • • • • .:i 1._J..L i n .::~.i1u~ c 1 .1. p · , :'.. :: '.. c l :i.-_:. ,_ry , 

t :.c z.·e,.c1crt of : oc oc::e _:1d. liunt i :1~to:: , · .. -~ : .o.vr.. a i70rk , v .... ry r~. c:. 

in c on e. t , by A"bu .• e.ri.n (Lose .., ::i.co'!:l) i·u.1 ::.. ::rn.a , _; j:·~nr,C::i. ( bor:-1 

1 . t• 1 • • ~ 1 .o .. c ca .. e raec:.e . o • I:::L ;. . 3 , ·1.:-c·.ts 01 

.... co. ) 2'.r·.t.:·-c : . .:.story cf :e·u:- -·.: :J.n\l Ar::i.'ui c l:'..t c:;. E.t· :.·e i!'1 _i...es1..i. 01 

.:.nd. an:-,-..: ~r fo :w, '7: d. con-:.. r~ins "· ric:1 coll ct io·1 of :.ebre·•! ;oetr J 

n A:·c-.bic paraph r :::.s e , :":ro _ _:.o et.:'..cal ·::o:-::s , tc sor c exte .. t lost 11 • 

r~ ... i3 di ff icult to s urnise ::!.o·" .1c.: ..;ot t e dc.t e 1 ~...;C fo r 

- . b . :C . ' s l. irt.: , or ·;.r:.om .1e : . ~cl in "'li:id ; but i.e d.ocs see. 1 to l:.ave 

.,o. e i de? of tj1e :potcnti ..... J va.11...e of t e '.'ivrk as ::. i : t er ;:::.r y and 

histo1 i cal sotr-:c , s n :e i"1e c· lJf" it 11 1·icL i.n c ntent 1 end say s 

t .. c..t it 1 c o:1tains a riu: . .::olJ ect::. vn of .. e rc1, _o~ t:·J •• . •• fror~ 

~ ... eticil ":o!'ks , to s c. e extent l ost" . 7!'lou,; .. ~ .. e r c co...,ni .<:es it as 

a. 30l.:ce , :.e .i.oes .1ot s~ -=:m to have r ead it , or i!e ·aoulci :1r t h a ve 

.. ia\Ae t l.e errone ct·s div isj O:ls c: t .. e s anish period ;7: .. i c: . we f i nd 
10 

on •. ) . 44- '5 of t::-.. is r:o rk . 

I n t: .. P : . ... nc::;r3.p21 of Leoi:,old. Dlli<es , 11 1 oses :ie:1 Ezra au s 

r:ran ada.11
' Alto?" '\ l ~ . .,9 , p • . ) , 6 , _e l.:ent ion s a \W::'.'k ~alled , II ~" 

ltUll> icte :l"llRll ". ..e say s of ::.t , 11 
••• ·a:~ich c onta i.' s -va:-ious philo-

l o..,ic and. r•c etic y,~ cces c-.nd ...-: ic!: sc ev s to c cnt~in ~xe::;et ic:a.l 

.. :~te:rial ; ou t · ~:ic:1 .: s extrenel :- di1:'::: ici..l t to be fou d in a 

Eur e· ·• libra.r;y " . :;jv ident~.y :ie c;.uotes t h e title frou Ga vison. 
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I :la:ve al re a y po i nted out t :1:;.i.. he knew t h e !- oetics t h rou.-::·1 
.11 

~1olf ' s descj,:iption , b ut he _; ives i t t ·le t .itle " l~·.,f~ ')jl,t- .l>.> 11 

:' o Steins c!lneid r r is probabl y due t~1e credit - or bringin0 

t his work to t he n otice c f t h e scholarly world , and of rointin~ 

out its \7ealt:l of nc.terial, thro;1 i -.~ lig .• t on· the lit e r a ry r:ien . 

of Spain . ~i1is :-:e did by hi s 1 en·; t hy d escri p t ion of t h e work 

i n the Catalogue ? odleian Vol . II , ::er l in 1857 , c ol . 180lff . 

:rt -.w.s he , by t he ·,;aj- , ·. ·h o su _,:;ested t hat '\tr•.>i' h.>4'11 i s t . . e :-:e o::.. c-;1 

tr .. nslation of t r e r oetics . 

12 
}raetz l.lentions t h e uo~·k but r eg r e ts t hat no one has as y e t 

:·1ade i t available . i:e s ecns to l~ave kno-.·n only of t he Oxford LS . 

:ind ti.?.t only fro: . · :ol f ' s d escripti on of it . So he 'Ll ses only 

t. e eYtra c ts fro:n it 11 \'1hi cl: Zacuto in his f'IJI' has taken f ror.1 i t " . 

~ . • 3 . l:unk , in his " ' rotice sur Abou 'l '.'/a lid LeI"\1an ibn Djanach " 

I aris 1851 ( r e printeci from t h e J our na l : sia tique :-ro . 5 , 1P50) p . 57- 8 , 

<luotes f ron ~::e : odl eian J:s . , <'-nd identifi e s t l" e work with that 

cited b:· Tanhum of Jert:.soJ eri in his C Ol ~ entary to 1 S3.P.luel 18 : 10. 
14 

:;e (J _unk) s ays , however , t :.at he has no t s een t~1 e MS i ts'elf . 

Tanhum cites t h e wr.rk by its Arabic title a nd !.:unk rightly 

con!'lects t his with t h e _ odle i a n :L~S . 

-:Jy f a r the ??lost i l:lportant 'uork doue or. t h e boo~-: w~s by 
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Sch r einer , i n t he R. E . J . Vol . 21 , Vol . 22 , 1 890- 1891 , i n which 

h e ga ve a n ana lysis of t h e book , and a disc u s s i on of i t s sourc e s . 

Sch rei ne r wa:; pr obably t : e onl~/ ria n t o read t h e 1~ . thr 0ugh 

( b esides Stei n s ch n eider ) . Ee d i d Go t :"..r ou.:;j-. t "...e ent ire L::> . and 

~ive s a sur'..Y!'te.ry cf i t s cont ent . i.e Y.as interested , it se ems , 

ch iefl~- i n t h e l iterary rr:a terial it contained , and so h i s SUl!U'ua r y 

i s more a l i i.e r ary anal y s is , t ._s.n anythi ng el s e . !ie utterl~,r 

iJn ores t h e l:i s t orical r.ate r i a l t h e work c ontains , and s e 1:;,s to 

f i nd i t ::wre i n t e r est ing a s a p i ec e of ::i 'Llical exe :;e s i s . J n 
15 

fa<.;t he refers to t n e bo ok as a nev-! t y :;;e of Je:1i sh ex e'.;e s is . 

This is , of cov.rse , abs u rd . ·.r:-~a.t exe~etical :T•.teri2.l it c ontai ned 
1 is 

i s n e r elJ i ncidental, as 1 . b . E . himself sa~·s : ''If in t e: c ours e 

of t i1c d iscu ssion , 1 adduce a 3cri_· tur a l 2assa::;e :'or ·::hic:i;, I hav e 

s e en .10 satis:actor:: c oi i.:1e.1t , I shall .:;i ve my o:pinion" . :.._. b . E . 

~as int eres ted in l inc~i stics- ar:d onl y uhen t -~ :as:a~e c 0ul d 

oe .eJ:~lained by t .1e -.nalysi s of t e .; r atu:.atical 1r sy ntactica l 

c onstruc tion , or of t • e lan-;v.ase used , d oP- s h e 1ttempt e..n ex.p l an-

<:<.ti on . And :.e :.dni ts t1:1.t "mos t o!: t h e t~in:_;: s t ;1nt I adduce are 
l? 

vo.Tiov.~ to "5 cs -·,- ic:1 ! l'~!'le:-!be1· fr ·ID t e sayi:i::s of t. e Sa~es " 

Sc .. :?·e i ner ,.. isc B~ es b r :.e:l:· , t oo , t ! e ~01·rce3 ci' t .e :1or:: . : e 

• J • er ... 1. ic s , 

• -J • Eut o!: t . e ,.f cl: , :-.is s;..r.:. ··.::-· · -::.; ·' ·-:.n:il~ · sis ~re inade '!_uat e , 

"..ni o :-10t Ci7~ -.:. t:··;e e.,.~Ii e.te oi t e -:-·c:-k , t o ·5l1 t .. e concluC.i!'l,, 
l " 

ai·s. :r- _., oi .ia · . i ~ le !J ..... ~- s~ . ... . . e oo}- oi ~ • b . .... • i s no1. 

0 -~ : · ""· -.·:-_ _._, · ··.·n-_' -, ouJ·~""' or · i· ~ ,· • • .i.. • . - '-'•~ ~ e .•• _::;1.cT:· - ~n 111t.ere s .in._. p '.enou-
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pro tct.:.o:r. o:i.. .}e·.::.sl intellec1. · ~l l j . .-e i:1 ~.u.~:JllT1Cf.an 3pa:i.n , a 
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r:ork , p p . 29 , 30 , and on pp. 128- 1 31 , he g ives a cornple- e list of 
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_ descript ion of t h e i'tork in 

rar ag . 101 , pp . 1 49- 1 50 . 

Ka r pel es , 1n h i s 11 ~e schicht e der j ud:~si..;hen Li teratur " -:e1·li11 

1 ~09- Vol. I , :p . 41 " , 420 , s ays : 11 _1~ e a cco1 pl i s.irient s of L . b . E . as 

li t era17 h i storia n se er to be , ore si 3nific·~nt t.nan as a ph ilo­

s'J:phical inve:i't i ;;ator . ·.is t r (..atise , 11 J: i t aba- 1 - J u cahdara wa - 1-

Ludhakara ( J3 c,o~ of Disc~ssions and J:emori es) i s a t once "f oetics , 

rl:etoric , a nd a sketcl1 of t .1e h istory of li t erat re . "'nf ortunatel y , 

t h is nork , whi;::h is v ;;:iluable ali}-;:e f or Jewish and .Ar abic and ~astil­

ian poetry us Tiell , i s as Y"Jt kno·.m onl :r : raSLJ.enta.rily . 3o nuc il 

is :mo·.m of it , h o•:;ever , t .. at i t \'lc:.S wr it en in answer to an eaee1· 

stt~<~E.nt , .·: o placed before l~ is naster vario··s que stions c...b out 

poe try and poets, wi1ic .• (questions) 1-oses tl:.en answe rs in detai l . 

~·rom 1.:-:e a pt c~1aracterizat ion whic11 L . b . E . dra;-1s in t .. e Poe t ics , 

of hi e prede c e ssor , :.a-.:>i!"ol , ;·1e • ,ay ·::ell r e a ch a n o inion of t h e 

uhole ·;1or l-: •••• •. " 

~U ci1ard }otth e i l , in h i s ar t i cle on t:. b . E . in "Hast ing s ' · 

3ncyc l o:jedia of ~!e1 i 1ion a nd '3 t .1i c s 11 7 ol ··rr , p . 68 , say s of the 

·.10::::-k ; 11 The most i myortant ork t hat has c ome down to us fron L . b . :Z . 

is !1i s I:i t ab - al- : w1adar a , YTr i <.ten in Ar abic . It is t h e only work 

of i t s kind wri t te.1 hy a :1ebrew s cholar , ~.nd con t a. i ns a detai l ed 

tret..1.is e on i·ebrew pros 0dy , a histor y of ;·ebre·.1 poetry , a nd a mi r ror 

of t c h istory of t~ e J ews of h is t i me . It is evi dently fash ioned 

c J..os·~ ly u p·"'n t e model of t he Arabic Adab books . n 
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This d.e script ion is t r ue enouc;h, exce:t t he s t atement about 

i t. s be ing ' t h e :·1irror of t he history of t ·1e J e1;s of his t i me ', 

fo r l . b . E. throws little l i~ht upon t heir econo~ic , social , 

or politica l position , <.nd r efer s onl::/ to t :1e general l 0'\7 s t a t e 

of cultur e . 

I have tri ed t o Give a picture of tl:e ext ent to r1hich t h is 

i n t e r es t in1 b ook has been knovm since it was wri t t en . :Few have 

kno·:m ev en of i t s existence; feuer have read it; eYen h istoria ns 

have drmrm li t t l e fr om i t s z:E;lls of infonnat icn about t h e ' golden 

age ' of J ewish litera t ure . 

In 1984 , I rofe s s or Hal per publ i s!1ed hi s : ~ e!)rew translal:ion of 

the wo rk . His t r anslation is based upon t ne llS . a t Oxfor d , t he 

first f our chap1:ers having been compared with t hat sect ion of t he 

Fetrogr ad liS as publ ish ed by Kowkowz ow. Hal per s ays t hat in h i s 

style , he t r i ed to introduc e a brea t h of the spirit of liedi eva lism. 

:ie does not fol l ow t he t r adition of the Ibn Ti bbons , to translate 

word for word, but has fol lowed t he advice of~. b . E., uhen he 

s ay s , 'And if y ou co~e t o t ranslate from Arabic to Hebr ew, take t he 

i dea and t he meaning, but do not translat e vord f or u ord , f or all 

l angua1e s a re not a like •• • • •.• i t is best that you carry over the 

i deas of t he source i nto t he best expre3sions you find in t h e lan-
20 

· ;ua3e into which you a r c t ranslating" . 

The translat ion i s admirable , clear , succinct , and at all 

tim~s understandable . rt i s difficult for ne t o c orment upon 

19 
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t h e sty le of 1:. b . E . since I hav e not even a. far fet ched con­

ception of the ori g i nal . But i : I reay , I shall venture a briei 

esti:.,ate , af ter reading the translati on . The style i s reminis-

cent of J'onta i gne ' s easy , conv<:: rsa tional manner . Lik e t he g r e a t 

I·'r en ch essayist , : :. b . E . writes in 'chatty ' ; a l most g ossi py 

sty le , starting on a s ubject , and t urn ing off' t n e r 1. ad Y1here h e 

fi nds a pleasant spot to line e r . And so , t h r oughout the book , 

we f i nd t he recurrin~ ph ras e , Then , too , lik e 

Lontai gne , E . b . E . thoroug:r..l:r salts his rrnrk t h rough with q_uot-

ations . 'Jreek and Arab phil os ophers- t h e Kor a n and ::ebrew Scrip-

tures- ~11 t h ese are cited f requently , fa~i l iarly , a s old ac quaint-

A.nces . :'here are sections of t i1e work c omposed alrJ1..1st e:1tirely 

of quotat i on adC:.-d to quotation . 'Il'lEre a re sect.ions , :micL as 

·ae r ead , we f eel to hav e be en a d dressed by t h e master t. o ni s d is-

c iple in pe rson; we can a l most s ee him fondly l ay hi s hand upon 

t.'le y outh ' s shoulder \lhile ne is i ves him t ne aiernal advice to b e 
c.1· ..t te::· 

fvt:.nd in t he first part of t.1e e igltth, espe c ially . · :e sus.l-ect t hat 

• e did not reall" do t h is , but h e wrote as thou ;;h :ie were mental_y 

fondlin~ tne y outh , as he gave hi.:i his wisdom. Such ·•;as :1is genial 

pe r s oric-.1 i ty ! 

I h·~v- e ·said t11at _.~l}.>e:r ' s tran~laticn is pleasir:g . Un f or tunate-

l y , t~-e editing was n0i so sa-tisfc:..ct. orily done . Onl y occasionally 

u.oes he at 1.em_ t lo i cient ii'y t .. e Den Q.Uoted , or ... : enti oned . ·~o 

ef:t ort i s Plad e to hri!l.; o t t . e signific .::mcc , for instc.nce , of t j1e 

: i ft . chn.pte:r. . -ie ~i ves t. e content c.nd lets t l.e r eadt; r ma!::e his 

ded11-:tio1s . i'his critici .. r1 i s 1:.:..de because in so~.e few i n atances 



- 24-

he gives a ord a.bol.4t c-:. phil os _ l'1e r iuo-:. e::u by : .• b . E . Had he 

not d one so in these instances , ~e sh ould not have expec t ed more . 

Ha l per g ives a d isc us s i un in sect ion e of his int rodu c t ion, 

r; . 22 f f . , of ti1e soPrces r . b . E . usr; r1 i n }:is wor l': . ''e s carc t ly 

mentions boo~s a t aJ J ; ::e nerely s a:rs , ' a s so- and- s0 sa:rs ' . Ve ry 

o.i·ten he quotes wi t hovt g iving t :1c &nt hor , thou:h h e a1·:1ays nakes 

it c1ear t 11at it is a q_uota t i on , fo r he des:;;i sed a li tern.r y thief 

or ;:;.. r: l asiarist- a s 11 e says : " ··:e Y1co adduces 1 is s tattments , and 

does not nie11t ion h is ( t .. e au thor ' s ) name in connection z:i t h t h en , 

is li::e a fly ·ah i c!'l hovers o·;er a r u.nn i nG sore and a.v oid.a the 
21 

he a l t:-. ~r s~~o t'' . 

T ahall nP t : o into deta i ls. ! • b . :E . nuutes t :'le '}r eek phil o-

sophers fre:uently , - Aristotle , I l a to , Socra tes , ~-th~:oras , ~io-

~enes , ~i ippocrate9 , "-laucon , ··en1es , 1' or p·1yr: r , a l so ··era cli :s , 

:'toleqr , ::> .. nd ";al en- t :1e lat J.;er fre quently ap:- e a r in; . :·e ment i ons 

rJ., ,to ' s . " Ti M.2.eus" by na..-ne sever n.l 
e quotes va rious Arab 

y:tilosophers - es:;eci a l.1y Al- :V.:indi and AJ - Far abi. He mentions and 

quote s t he g rou1' of l..rab y:hilosopLers k n o-.m as t h e " Ihr1an al- Safa " -

.. e :,ret.h r en of 'Pur ity. ::e quot ea , mor e than a doz en t i mes fr om 

-:::.e:: ~ :oran. ::e ·:uote o t .• e Bab:,·lonian Taluud fr1 .s_i.ent l y , c,nd onc e 
22 

fr 011 t·.e :i·alestini 1n . ::e quo t e s t ! e Gaonil:1 , Sa adya , :fai , and 

.S ~ ..:i uel ben C!1ofni . ? e r;e~:es one comn:ent which s ec.n s to uave been 

t[!Jrnn fron t:-. ~ Lidrash , ;>.l."l .A .. K"ll. ;{e quotes a cc:-· .. r1ent which 
24 

n:J.y ~:<>.V(; bf.::en ta..'l(en :t' :!:o. t .. e llechi l tc4) . 
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Of Je·:1is!1 wr i t ers , :he ruotes Jbn "-n.bi :rol :-,est fre ~uentl v . 

e ~.lso f!t·ot e s t·~ e noetrJ of Sc.t tH::l ::a.- nar_;ic: , .:osE.J!~- i bn Sa.hal , 

Joserh i ·on Ci1a s dai , a nu rakes rcrc r ence t o t l1e 'ilPc.Y>il )ftO of 

:.on J a na ch . 

rhere i s onl J one d irec t refere nc e to Chris t ian literat u re , 

and ile sa:'s , 11 Indeed y ou v1ill a l so f ind sjmilar exanpJ es in the 
25 

Chr ist i an cornr!lenta ries ( o•' ~u il ' \Ill'>.,) '! :-e mentions J ohn t h e 
26 

~apt i st ( i1' ).:> /4 t / .JTrl') i n connection with t he quest i on of 

t h e c onversi on of T\abshakeh·. C'nce h e quotes fror_ 11 'l>~ltl> lltf 

2? 
l ' '/.A jJ II ' but t h is cannot b e identi f ied as Christian. Although 

he u s e s Arab ,..,,ri ters and t h e Kora n , a nd '}re ek phi los0i_..hy extensive-

l y , he se er.is t o have h ad litt le ac :...uainta nc e wi th Chris t ian t h ought 

Md. literature. In c eneral, t j.e b ook s l·ows clearly h is wi de 

a c qua i n tance wi t h Greek, Arab i c, a nd Je~ish litera~ ·re . 



Cha!l'Le r III 

!n t his chapter : sh~Jl ~tten~t t o sw~·ariz e t~ e content 

of tne book . Th e arGUJ:1ent wil l be :•r esented , and d. i g r es ::. ions 

indicated , j ust as they occu r . in ~ - e text . :'Lis ,iay not make 

f or unity , but i t ~il l Give a bet ~er i dea of t~e style of t~e 

book . i e n y·i1m-i LI. b . :] . quotes · . .-i : 1 b e ind~ ~ated by name , i f 

n 0t by t h eir s t atenents , to show t~e s ourc e s uron ~ i ch t~e 

aut~o= drew. The book is wri t t en in t he f irs t pLr s on , but 

t_1~s srnn. ary ,·;i ll i:J e i n t:~e t h ird ~ erson , exc epting dire c t quo t -

ations . ':l:e nu."llbe r s in t h e I:l::?.r;in r efe r to pa ..;es in t :· e te:ct . 

The Aut hor' s Introduction 

33 ::e be.:ins by li s tin:; t 1:e que!' ie s adt. r essed to l1im by i.1i s 

d isc i pJe , · bo as~s concernin ~ : 

1 . Style ->,nd stylists ( r !'".e:toric ) , 

2 . r oc t ry an d. poets , 

3 . ··n-.y poetr.:,· is ~1atu:::-al . .: Oil,'$ t: c _ ra'bs a n( art ificial 

a:-,on: ot.e:::- peo;les , 

4 . .. 'het:.e r t:1ere y;as r l:yr.1ed metr ic'"'..l pcetr :,.· ~ on; the Je·7s 

in t~ e t i ::"'' e o f t e ~in~dor. , ·'.,J C. ·::~'en t:-.e exiled : e·.-;s 

b e..;'"'..n 1. o i'1ri te _ oetry . 

5 . '.t.:y t .:e Sp:::.1:is:: . Je-:s are su: eri . r to t .1e ot:-ier J eus 

i n c on,:-os in.; poetr~· : 

6 . '!'hat .e sh';uld ._;ive t :.e ir.. ,.,11i rer his 0}1inions a l ou t t .ri e 

p oet!':/' ;.,: i c: :-1 e '3..S es :. ir: . 

? . ~'}:at 1:e s}1011l d 3 i""Te hi s opinion of t !lose w:i.10 s ay 

t:1at t :'1ey c ompo sed. poetry in t h eir dreams - \7he t her 
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t h is be possibl e . 

a. To c; ive t he best rule s f or ccmposin~ Eeb r ew poetr-' 

a::ter t .· e Ara"!J model . 

:'"e c ".>m en ts on t .. e lack c: li ter~ry ap: r ec i at:'.. : - in his 
1 

_;ener a tion . :.e c o~pl c-.ins of his exile - but says t hat t :1ese 

34. reasons 3l:ould not prevent h i n from ans··.•eri :-. .:; t::e r:uesti on3 . 

:.e :Mentions t :rn Arab wr i t ers who :1ave writ ten on t n i s 
2 3 4 5 

s ubject - Ibn Q,adel'!la , Ibn al- Lu ' tazz , al- ::atir:i , i bn .?.ashi q, 

' "'.nc i bn t:tayba . 

r e s ays t hat his .:dm is to g i ve sone direction towar d t he 

r1eth od of poetry anon~ t h e Jews a~d Arabs , and t he various 

netres . " l 3}:all be a ble t o s r.o·.1 y ou h0\7 t ::e .Jews tread in the 

fo otsteps of t :'1e Arabs , especially in t :1e nri tin~ of poetry •••• . 

t.nd if in t:'!e cours e of my discourse I adduce a verse of Scrip-

ture for \'lhich I l:ave found no adeque.te explana tion, I shall 

3ive my own opinion , thou;h I n ay not b{, sure t r.at it is t h e 

true ex:la nation 0 And mos t of t~e natters I introduce are of t h e 

v.::>.r i ous to::_.; ics ·ah ich I r emeober fro!"I t r. e uri ti :igs of the sages 

and scrolars , ex.cept in~ those things '.hich occurred to me , of 
? 

I"l.Y ovm inventicn" . 

Then con es a dissertation on t he meanin~ of t he YiOrd 

3? " '1isdom11
, a nd ha ends t h e chapter 7iith a d i scus s i on of h ow 

a quest i on s!10uld be answered . 
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The Ansv1er t o t:~e ::'irs t Q,uestion 

Style and Stylists 

::e s ays tha t style ( tl l ·~P) i s c al_ ed r hetoric a ~ong t~e 

:} reeks . Ari s tot le numbers it ar2or.3 t i.1e d i sc i pl i nes inferior to 

stron-! reas on. The aiM of r:1et oric i s to say much i n l it t l e ; to 

explain d eep thinss in s i npl e fash ion . 

Tl~ere are five divisions of l ea!'niJ'l.3 , v1hich use t . • e vari ous 

for n s of r eason : ii n..:>t,t _ decla r a tion ; "/J/ _ a r gumentation 

or dialec t ic ; ,, "l'UJ - poetry ; il ~ ·~l) - stylistic prose ; and 

tte•.,1> •4'1d- sophistr :>'• St yl i s ts ( R·~·~P ) are t h ose v1ho 

11ri te in prose . Pro se i s ident ified by tl-:e absence of r hyne 

and met re . 

::e conncnts on the aptitude of t~e Arabs in literature , 

since 1od i1as favored t hen \'ti t h a rich lan&ua~e , a nd quick per-

ceptions . 

:hen follo~s a disse rta tion , with d i g r essi on& upon the 

i:eaning of the wor d "") l. l . He t hen gives t he meanings of t he 

.:or d i'.U - either poetry or music . It may also .be appl ied 

t o eulc3ie and dirr;es . It r.ay even refe r to a work like the 

Sc r i pt ure abourds in r he tori ca l pas sages , espec i a l ly the 

pr o)het ic portions . l!e ends t ne chapter wi th a serie s of 

illus trative quotat i ons . 
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The An swer to t:";e 3econd i uestion . 

Peetry and I oets 

::: oetr y is not c.. science in itsel f , l il-:e mat.iemat ics , g eo-

met~y , or mus i c , nor is i t r elated tn the t e chnical scier.ce ~ ; 

it c ontain5 , to sorae extent , t h e te.cl.nical elenents , t hat i s , t h e 

kn owl edge of g ramnar a nd t !.e laws of language ; but it also COI:l-

preh e nds t Le t~eoretical elements , li~e t h e s cience of metre . In 

Arabic , ,oetry i s cal l ed ) )ltU , fron a r oot ·;;'1os e c eanins is .. 
' knowle dge; conjectur e , or hypot hesis ' . Othe s c 0ntend t hat it 

me:"'.ns ' i nforMati on ' or na rra ti on '. T •• en fol o·.1s a f i ..:;1cssion on 

t .. e -various meanings of X' l..J - as f:. r a true , a s well a s a false 

::'ro::;:-:.e t , just as // • I\ ict r.ay r e:er to fals e :i.s •:1e ll as ~rue _: oc!s . 

so· e rop.t.ets were messensers ; ot:.ers ·-ere r.ot . _,ye ::.-~- r.,es~en;er is 

a :~ro :1et , bu t not eve r y -y:-011het i s a messen_.t;r . I n i:ebre·n , t h e 

:::oe L i s called iC • lJ c>.n d ao•c). Tl.e A ·~.- "l~S astrolo..,er and poet . 

:'je exnr ession O' '- ' iJ ~.in in: 33..del 1 0 : 5 , c ea .. s :i. ..;rou.! of poets ; 

t !.e y::ra.se in t. e :fo_lov•i n; v"'rse , Otl>l J\ ' ~JJ\J , nC;ans " 'i'hou shalt 

c onpose p oetr:/ spontaneo··s ly" . . e relates ecstatic :pr o h ecy with 

t e s:ont'\neous ;en ~rati n of - oe try , i::;ettin; .. is idea from t !:e 

i'he noun t'~ n , ~ e n in3 lire ur vers~ , i s t aken iron t e 

i rle cf ' a Gt.:·i.1 ; of • earls ' , ~CD :i.d<J.ed to ge~ , to f orn a vers e , 

j\ 'l. ) , a nc! verse acided to verse , to f or r.: a st;~. za- ( "')Dl\n ). 

A VE=rsc i f; .i.t le ... st t ·,70 ··;ords • ~:e gives t re s· .. ru.ct1 re of a verse , 

anP s::.ys tint ii .is cx,:'lained ·oy ibn Ja.na1 in .1is ll1'l~1'i\ 1~0. 
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A parallel to tJl1' i n ::ebre\1 i s t:1e \iOrd a·tt•~n. 

Arab ~ritu rs dif er as to m _ich is ~re-ter , prose or poet r y . 

"! os t of ti1e ~rc~ .. t ones <~.non .:; t _:en say : " The s un is un.Li£ e the 

noon . J:oetr:- penet:.rates t ·, e ear qui c ' :l:;' a lla. c lin_;s t o t !.e nature 

of :~n ; i t l end s i tself nore rea~ilJ t _ n oble to: ics , ~nd i s ~ore 

1 i t tin_; tor :1arve:.l ous s u bj ... cts" . _ nott.er c r i :.ic s~:;-s , 11 _\ $t :-_te -

r.ie nt in p:rose i lies ?.wa~- li" e a. Siar_~ , 'uut. ; octr:· endur e :::: , as 

t hou;-- gr;;.ven on stone . ::- oetry prc.-..c r v es fo r e Yer the .;enerosi t:• 

of t.:e !>1-:.il· nt 1ro_=is t , :;i,nd t. ; e !'li ·.:ardli ne s~ of t 1e r.:.se:'' . 

cc ·crci ··.: i:-;ed. ' !:ei:r- a r t , 

t·t , SC.J S !. .• b . :; . , ·. ··_en 1:ien 

its : e aut:· C.c!> .'!' -,..,_ ··-

'.'' e Ans ·;e:r to t .. e '.i'! i r cl -ttiestic:i . 

t::e!" !ec_l~s . 

ver · lit ' le ":no· ;J.e, ;c o.. t · :Jcier.ces and _,e.1 ... - ·11 le rnin_; , except 

in t .e s t ud:· . f 1 .n _;u .~e . The-· e;:al te. t. 1.rnsr.::l Vt'::J over ot!:er 

pe o_::ile s or:l_· i - ~·es: , ct. t o '~~c c::-::l.l:.er.c:,r o_ L1e:r ~ .. : ~~u"'.ge - a nd 

t :::..i r :cttic e r at i ~ .• s , of · . 1.1.c • • t ll.,. ·ere ) r cr•d . Aristot.le 

: =: a.:.se t :.crn O, t . .,;:ir ,l t i n nt ::; i!1 t.L~ : :i..c ld - i !l v!:e 0- his 

l~;; ·.e:r~ to Alex .n:~er . 

:'. c ;\. r"'l.bs clistL. ;l i:: ied t .e~l:)eh·c3 in t .• .. _ i el: o_ poctr~· 
(3. 

ci. :·:!'!:; ~ .. e pe:-: ci o! 1 .c.: · - c ul t-:.-:·e : 2.nd. t .e J ter _t:_ ::.,,.;_ o: :-s la.!"'~ • 

. :..t _.:. :::.--·t , ... _ eir ~; s ',:'...::c' :o. i t. :.: re..;a:::-c: ;; .... ::; li ... t lc - .;ro;:ir:J i:~ 
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~·10 ·en , a. •. u ~ .ildr n; 

Se ... ~s . 

t.1an ' .. ::c s:)e .. ~:1 o~ t _ e co'lt:_ j" C.:1t ~.1 ::...t .. i opians- '1-ut : .i.;!:er i n fre sh-

n e '?s \. __ .n • e ..1.. an;1' . . ; ~ . .::> _., • ..., .:> ..... "" o • .... ... t ., .., e of t e "'c"' ""'!'"" ( .. ; ""7 - ) ,\' .. ~ .... "'"' .... l e .1 !:as sai d : 

'~:.at :.:"or t: .. c. ::-·est :.;3.r '.: , t.:.E; fe: .urt.s , 1~ :::.l i t .i.es , .. nd .. -'::. i ts oi 1.:.en 

•. re :--E: l aie:.ci io t i1e nature o:i. t:1e 1·1.nC. i n ·:::~ .:.en t : c:, d·.-.:~.l . 

::e :uotcs t _(; :s~~ers a::: t . e '' ~':J.i t ::· 1 rot. e::-s ' to s .. o·.: t at 

~=~bi~~~- more :~t ed to ~ro~uce po- ts . 
l C 

tc.' -'= o: ".n .:.s l a:-i~ :.n lncii"'.n Oct.an - ···:. t . .. -- ~ ._ ... _...,._ ... i : :i=cve 

t - __ :'...1:1 ! .... d :.e (:_. '.:> . :; . ) ever: s ... .,,.$ t -.: · .. :.e uate:::-s o:: "'.:: eri"'s 

•.. c:-efore , t . e e:: ilec:;_ .. ~[l :. 0::::1 A:-ab: , . 

"i1:'. t - :.r oc.~.:?: :-e c-:: t:.e 
11 

cli te ~.:1~. t· c a.i:· . . ·.nJ ;1c : e l oet ; :er i.1f' t~nce , Samuel ben 

Adi ,5..,a , 1:.10 lived in t: .. e sixt:: ce:nur y , ~nC. !{ebi ' a b . Ab i Al :?-aki:< 
12 

or .?.~'.bi b . Ab i ' 1 - :;ukeik • 

• r ::- ::a.ps t::ese ·:ere A:r~b poet:: w :.o chos e to a.de_ t t ::e Jewi sh 

fa.:. t , duri n.:; tne i.;.rienl:_: t;e .ed. : eriod : re;ceai!l_; J.o:. ar.:. eC. , ! or 
13 

seve :- -~2. Arab t rib es ::-.C. t.:.iorc.cev. .:uda isr .• T:.ey · :ere tl'le =enu-

L:n<'l.na , :: -.ir , -.nd Li.1a.d'J. . 

:earned doctors a~ree t. 1t the ~csition~ o~ t~e ~:~nets ~ffect 

t .. e ~:-~·..-i c " J ..-orl ~ . J:e c:ucte:? : risto'i..~ e - to t· e cf e c t t :w.t t I'..e 
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~oon ~f·ect5 ~ e ~onduct of t.e 70~ld. 

:~ e sc..ys anL ials ar e a.f: ecteci oy c::an:;~ of lccus - anc:. i:ila:i'ts 

as ·.·ell . Dii erent ~n:'..· :ils t !:r ivc on ,: i ffc. rent : oods . One lea rned 

his to.,..ian says t .at c erta in Arab t ribe s ha d cood r.emories e.ml 

i: .13~n~t.icns for }. ".st events because of t he ir . ure l~nzua.:;e and 

soft s_ eech . r::· ey de.bi led in ~3..;ic c..rn secr et learni ng . Til.ese 

t :.ings cane to t ::tem b ec1use t :1ey 7."erc under t .1e influen c e of tl:e 

sp11ere •ahich c ontrols ::.11 Di s c us 5 i on of r.e..6 ic- and a 

:-' iblical verse fol2..o·.-s . 

Since t he Arabs dTielt in t~e ~eninsul. c lose LO t: e bord ~rs 

of Per sia , ··a bylonia , anc -=>:rria- t . eir lar.::;ua.;e i s ..:.e li_:htful , 

an t::eir poer:s a re pl c.a s in.:; ; t "Mir ·;;rit :'..n_;s ··.re uore del i .:;.:tful 

t ::an tilose of t :ie noms.dic Ara , s , v;ho d··1el J in te11 tF: i n t::e cie sert , 

'17.' 0 ar~ t _1e de'lcend'tnts of Abr aJ:a::i , by !:is concub:'..nes . 

Eu t our h oly people (t .. e .;e.;s ) n eeC. none cf t·~e t !".in.:;s ;-:::ich 

T h:.!ve "?.sc r:;..bed to t~ie Araos .nd ot::er peorles , :'r.r our , rinc i plcs 

e need no ;rra .:; ic or scrcery. All :~nowleC..:;l; c ar.es to t e ~er.•s b~r 

di v i ne revelation , t !!rou.;.· t .. e · eC.i '..lI:: of U.e prop:.et s . Then fo llows 

a ~i ssert~tion on It · i.J :;.nd a .>II • 

:ae re i ers to the: clain of t: e Aracs t .. at i!".e l an3ua.;e of t h e 

!:oran c an-10t b e excel led . ::e d.rJes no t contradic t the staten ent here , 

in: i r e, e rs t o s~.Jwel r en :iof:1i ( 'Jaon of Sura ) , and t o David Alraki 
1 5 • 

Al }1ukam:-~t z i n a ·.1or k c a.lJ ed "Q' HU\& l71)\IJ 11 as r1ell a.s t:.e -::orks 
16 

of Sa:i.ciya . Abu ' 1- ' ala J a ' arri paraphrased t he Y:ora n . 



As the:l.r pol:i.tioal pov:rn:r. r3pread.·· ov-er A~1ia, lvtinor and JEgypt-

so did their languaee spread; their c£ties flourished, as did th~ir 

learning; all extant knowledge was translated into Arabic- because 

of the r:i..ohner3f3 of their 18..r.tG'lH\?;e; they added co:m.mentar:i.es to 

their works. 

Th~; linguistic relation. betvrnen ne·bl.'e'\v, Syrian, and Arab:i.c 

is due to the fact that these peoples live next to each othBr; 

therefore they d:Lfier 1itt1e in vocabulary - only in pronu:rntd.ation 

and accento The:L:r respective freshne~H1 or cl.:rynese :Ls due to physical 

difference:3 Ln the air and. its hu:m:l.dity, as aforexnent:Loned,. 

17 
Ibrahim ben J3arun~ in h:LB work 11 tl'JJ'>\(.>nt gi'V'es 'a different 

reason; because of similarity of a few words to Latin and Greek; 

But ibn Ezra considers this merely a coincidence~ 

18 
He cites Dun.ash ben '.I'am:i.m Ha-1\J:i.airowan:i who f:i.nds · a re Bern.-

b1ance :i.n ·words :i.f not in gn·.JJinnar - "but he says he m.iscies the mark,. 

19 
He quotes Ga1en, ·who says Greek is the liJ.Ot1t plea~mnt and pure 

languaee; most pleasing to mankind, and therefore most acceptable 

for men of s:pecu1ativo rn.ind.s. Other languages are grunts and croak"" 
20 

ings, and difficult of utterance. Al-Razi attacks this - but ibn 

JGzr~1, says that Greece Gtud::L eel so nmch that phj.lo s o:phy and Greek 

learning are one! 

Hebrew also praised purity of speech 9 and disparaged the 

impure. But since it caased to be used, its beauty departed. 
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In translation , it ic oft nece; - .r;/ to parapn!'-.SE , 
21 

as Jhere z al-Kuti :ointP 

The Ans71er to t:.e ::-ot<r t · 1uesti...n . 

· .et . . - r t ::e:rc i~ c. tr~ c .1 t:.e 

:.ir;_;do. , ar.d. ~;he:: t · e exi:e: .... e···s bE....; .:1 '!.o rite poc..'., ry . 

In an:r:c:r to t h is : uestic·1 . c. says t .... <'..t r:e 2.·-1e but t. e t rE e 

boo::s , . s-.1· -:; , .:ob , 'Ld ~. Yoverbs . 

A 1e- inst ~~ces o: e f oun , 2.?:'4 v· .:-:. 01 • 

It :.s d: : i-:•ilt "\7ed 

All ·-e c s i 

i...:~ les ..L c c-:e • t ... e Ci..i~t s .. i t · 0 :·eo:·:.e .._ c.i:t :: e . • 

• c>.cs •• f... : e: · . e e ~ .e ·•: :; 

e r. .... ~ . - - 0 -:_,tiz cl , ao 

(: o. n .. c 

t ~t 

~ ,... .. r ..&.. • .,., "- - • ._., -- /!!l "1 .. c:- ~. "' • - ,.. ~ • -
• • - l.o\; , c 

c:i..~i tr-.1 01 ?::.ora.san , contained ov er 40 ,occ J ews , who we re heavily 
23 

taxe d . 

:.: ... en the -ews Yiere e}:i lecl • .;".i n , t:.ey neglec ted to :.:eep up 

L '.:.r 1 i...., 

"-- ...... ... .. ..... ': c _ -..... 
~--

..,_.,c 

... ... . "- \. . l - 1 - .:-...€ 
, !> - . _, _, - J 
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t hese do not con tain a rich v oc abt<.lary. -.:e·i. al l our li te1·at u r e 

is cased on t :i..e 1 ~n:u-. .:;e of Seri .:. t nrn- pr<>.:·cr , :Dr~ise , r' ir:;e , e tc . 

':'1· e ?"is) nah i s :.i.lso a source fo r orr o·:.n l an::ufl-:; e • thoush it 

i 3 oft tmgra.:·•J"'aticaJ . An~ :ie concl-..ides ti1 i s c.-. tcr b: r sa~:ing 

t:-:.:-..t it -;-;ould be cie3i:·acle to re- \1ri te t.:· e ··eb r e·.1 .:;ra.mrio.r , takin:: 

into ·~ccount t:1e irre...;ulo.ri ties of t..'1<; :..is}:n~ . 

The Ans\;e r to t~e ? iftr: lt..e sti ~n • 

• :1j· t:H~ Spa.ni s.1 J e·.1s a r1:: .3uperi or t o t . . e ( t .. er .:'e\7S in C on110sin~ 

: oetr:r . 

-~e~e ~re various rea~cns (or t ia : 

: ir st l~-- because t:ie:r a.re oi t .. e t r i bes o-:: J trhh ·.hd :'en '<>.!-in . 

And t:.ene tri "'ucs d•1el t in an i o.ro ·r.d Je:rusale:-. . T~e:- are t:1e 

ex.i.les \:10 returned. fron ""ro ;rlon a~d ··;ere later exi:e,; into s: c.:.n 

:.""d. ?.o:·e , as 3cri pture s~:rs (Obadia.'1 1 : .... C ) : •• • " and. U-.e c .ptivitv 

of t.·. i s host of t ::e 0hildr :.n 01 Israel t :.::lt a.re ar.ion: t •. c Can...i.ani te s 

e\ ci unto Zarer!!a.t~ , 8.nd tf".e c ·.ptivit~/ o:· Jerusalei. t l!a t is in 

3e:,..~·arad" . And '·e _, :;i_ve a tr"'..di ti on t!.at ../t • ">~ is France , and 

l')90 is Spai!1 . '.L11e l ·i. .. t.er coun t. r:' i s ce.i- ed Andalusia in 

Arabic , since t :1e Arabs con!1ec t it Y:i t:1 a •ian nc>. ed .Andal san . 
24 

;,·1h Jived i n t :1e tir e o: t::e er.r l y kin$ Al - adha!·J1ak; in Latin 

it is :·ispania; it is cc:~:!. led aftF" r t he na.ne of a I;lan who rras its 

naste ~ in t Le d"l.:'s of t l:e :.o iri..ns- before the 'Joths c a.oe . ::is 

n a!:1e 11a-: Isl pan , :.nd t h e c api tal was Sevil, e ( 

~ncien ts c a l:ed lt 
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Tl1ere is no doubt th."' t t .- e iPJ1aci t a.!lts of Jerusale-- , ·.1hose 

descendants , we t he Spanish ex~les are , ~ere more skill ed i n puri ty 

of diction and jurispr udence t :.an the i nhabitants of other cities 
26 

and vil lages . 

And when t he Arabs conquered t i:e Andalusian 9eninsula f r o1': 

t:1e '}oths , ""'-10 had i n turn ·wrested it :roT'i t i.e Eon.ans son e t h ree 
27 

hundred years before , ( t his --:1&.s in t he t i r.ie of Alwal i d b ' nu Abdu 
28 

Almalilr. "'b'pu l~arwan, of t he Dynast;>' of l'mjah in Syria, in t he 
29 

92nd y ea r of t heir calcula tion wh ich they ca l l t he r.eg ira. ) t h e 

exiles learned from them , in t he course of tine, t h e va rious 

br ci.nches of s c i enc e . They learned t :ie l angua:;e of t he Arabs , 

di pped int o the i r books , and enj 0yed their poet r y . '£hen the Jews 

began to learn t he gr ammar of Ee brew, and the rules of ::ebr ew 

gramrr~r ~e re explained by Abu Zechariah Judah ben David Alfasi , 
30 

called Ha jjuj , and by h is c onfr eres . 

These ·:;or ks were well r eceived , and explained many t hings . 

several lJ1e n were aroused. to search t he s peculat ive sciences , 3.nci 

t o 3at her philosoph ical lear ning , t h ough thev d i d not ~xcel in 

t h eir comnosit i ons . They merely became ac quainted wit . the writ i ng s 

of poet r y , understood its r ules , and ap~ reciated ~ts ~onders . 

31 
In t he cour s e of t he 47th c entury t here ap~eared f-asdai ben 

Isaac ben Sk apr ut , ori~inal:y fr om J aen, but he f lourished in 
32 

Co r doba, 
\J-
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!r: t~os e da··s , t · .e s:ee;. .:.r::; or:es ·.:_re -.1·ou.se<'.. f roc t !"e .i r 

s l u:1bers , ·::hen t~e:· s a -;; t~c -::~r:.: s o: t :·.e5 r exa : t.eci :;;:-ince , ar:ci 

h is ; r e a t in tel - ect a.11d .:;ene:rous S(lul ar.d bea titi:·· l c:.a :-ac t.er . 

::e d:-ew upon the ~is~o~ of tne Or ient , ?..nti sought pearls of 

wisdon i n d istant l ands . ::e stren~t~ened t te _illa:-s of ~isdon , 
33 

a.nci. :;ath e red unt c ~in r:en o: lear:iin: :!"::>:": s:·=ia ~~ci :--ao:·l c=:. 

·: is c onte~poraries co;pose d excel:ent books , and ~a~~ered 

:-:a.te r ial on ; .arve:lous sub~ect s . :'he:; :praised h i:-: i=:i Arabi c -:1orks . 

:ne: · wer e g i v en higl: :ra.fu: bj· h i,...._ a::d ~e al so ,suve t :1e.--: o: ~ort;.<ni t . 

a r:,;4 r.:e ans to ach ieve t:.~ i r ends . 

The first to compose a corr..pJ.ete ; r a.-_ ar , i nc lusive a."ld c on-
34 

pr e:.ensive , of t e :·eJre:·;; l a n-ua:;e -:-!as Ab 1 Zec:.ar ia.!". b£.r. :>avid 

.Al :fas i ·;:ho lat .... r a.-...-el t i n :orc..o·oa. :.e ·;;a.s =rnc;-;n a s :.a: .. uj . 

As a mat t er of f act , ot .. e:r-s ::ad a n tici;ated !.i'": on t.::is 

b. :-'a n i ~ Je:- sal er cor~po sed. a si:-.:i~ -.r -or:~ C?.l: ed 
l 3 5 
i"~I.:> -

id!.a& o:: earlier .:, :-a.~·-..r iar.s , !.\11d t oo·: no account of t h e weak 

·,7a.s "T)unasi1 ben Labr a"t : a.1 <.?Vi ; 
3? 

·uor:-i i!1 :-·.:;:iad , eruc c.ted in Fez ; and his c isciple Ibn S~.esnet!':.; 
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38 
a lso l"e nahem ben SarW:~ of Tortosa , later of Cordoba. But none 

of t •. e s e at t 1ined a i1i.::;h cie ;rt: e of suc(: e , s , nor are t .. e:r dis-

ti~~uis~cd i n t~~ r works . 

Aft e r t hen appeared a second g r oup , s ur p-ss i n.; t he:r i in 
39 

7irtuo~si ty :i.n~ rmr i t:• of c ict ion ; Joseph ben Santas!l - call e d 

i bn Ibrai1i 11 of J:er i da , w~10 later live in Cor doba; ~.nd Isaac i bn 
4C 41 

-; i~i til~; and R. Isaac ben Saul . The t wo l a 't ter ;·1ere f r on Lucena ; 

t:ie::,• incml ;:;ed in P. c:uar. ·el . Ibn Giki tila.'h was t •• e shar: e:r , s ince 

._;,;. hi.~ ~mo l e d_;e of l .:.tcra.ture was mor e c ori.i?:rel:ensiYe . ':' o t ::i s g r ou:p 
42 43 

be l on; :>.ls o Isaac abu Kapron an d ::akohen b . Al mazr a.m , both of 
44 

Cordoba . After t h em were Abu One r b en J?..ku a nd Abu Zechari ah 
45 

ben •1 anin'1.11 of Cordoba . 

Ann in Lu cena at t.~at time t h ere we r e t h e leaders - Ab l 

46 47 
Al··1alir ··~sc1ai , a nd Ab, Sulei!"len iJen Raschila.l'.l .,_no Abu Ib:::~.:1i:­

.., 3 . 

:-r.!'-..::1 . And be lot1 t j1erry in r aru: ·..-e pla c e I b;1 Ab i .1aY.u , c aL.e<i 
40 

Al ·1at t b i , \!ho l ived at t : e end of t he :'eriod of t ese poe t s , an . 
.JC 

Abu Ibr::i.l~in 1Jen ... alfc n , c ertainl y . p oe t (hi ::; fathe r ca..T:ie to 

t>pa in o. 0!1or t t ime b e f r e frol!l ·.r. Af~· ic.., ~ . ~e ~as one of the 

f irs t ::ebr e··: :poets z.·!'lo nade poetr; 1:.i s · r ef e s ion . :re con.posed 

?Oe t: •· :'."o r t:-:c 2 r e>en1. j .. 1e r ece iYed , a nd t r ave lle..: '\bout the 

c 01. ntr:' receivin ; g.:1 ts iror. tJ: i:; p .... trons of ti1e a r tz in t :1e vari-

o s cities . 

e t ·:1een t·~e oet s a.fcrenent i oned , ~~nd t h os e · ;i10r1 1 :;:.all 

ment i on later - a.re t:10se . o c o'· ... ~ose ~n-r etri cal pi l'tim. Thei r 
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diction was pure and unD .. dorned. (by lJ.nadorned., I ri1ean they urc;ied 

none of the poetic devicer.3 Yih:Loh I shaJ.1 :LcJ.:ter CXI!lci..:i.n)? an.d 

their words caused no difficulty to the congrecation. 

J:IoBt of' them dicl not :fo11ow O:r.thodox patho. ~1ome Ev.'.l.o:t:Jted 

the nevi styJ.e and :f oJ.lowed the lawr::i of m.etre and ve:rr::dficn .. tion., 

Their worl::s :befJE'lriJ..blec1 the ec::i,:t'lier p:roduct:Lons of the Ara1;s 

(but not their later p~ottuctions!). Some of these early Paitanim, 

and r1i.any later.· ones, introdnced the scienoe of ast:r.onomv into 

their prn:Yers- espec:La11y the i:ic:lcnce of the uppe:r spl1eres 9 and 

' burdened the Hebrew language with' matters beyond its bounds, until 

in t:t1ese coF:1.posit:1.on~1 we pr.;J,SS from prayer and 1rntition to dialectic 

and argrnnent. 

J3ut he who takes soraet.h:Lng of these subjects? and. uses :Lt 

to ornarn.ent his prayer and beaut:i..:fy it, he is nearer to the 

propel' r:.anner o. '.rhe l:i.mj, t of rn·opriety? ace ording to those viho 

d.:i.scm:JB it, is that wh:Lch C:\p];:iroximc:i,tes truth. 

After that there was a great war in Spain- the Berber War 
51 

at the end of the aforer~entioned century. War and. ,fam.ine caused 

the decline of science. 

Vvhen the pT'essurE:; of tJJ.e tirn.es reded.ed, and :rnen reh'tx.ecl, a 

new grour) of :poet~J aror:ie, whose vvords were delif~htful and vvhose 

aimB we)~e pleasing. Their leader was Samuel, or:i.gina11y of 

of influence was in Granada~ 
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Eis am2s were lik e a bubbling sprinCT , b or ne on sweet wor ds , 

f illed ~it.1 shad i ng and color i n; , ful l of content , beautifull y 

c onceived , and b r i l l i ant i n s tyle . :: e c r eated many new innova­

tLms in thou311t; t 11is :r.ay '.Je s ee n f r om h is poetic-.i.l nor::s , •') •.J p. 
·~'&>~ fl. and so on . :le wa.s t .1e 3 reatest of t his group . :1e 

con posed t he af orementiontd nor ks in h i s lat ~er ~ears . 

(ri•J\ ~) pr ayers and pe ti t i ons ·.iith specie.l rhythm and r.Je tres , 

which no oth e r p oet , b e f ore or after h i n , has u s ed . 

: ~ e: i ntroduc ed into t n is ·;;ork nany Arabian and Tersia n parables , 

t h e wisd om of philosophy , the f rui t s of nations long vani sh ed , as 

well as sayin~s of our ancient saints . These thing s h e clothed 

i n ornamental style . His contempo1·aries never attained to hi s 

skill , and t hey resembl e only t h e ancient Arabic :poe t s . --i s v10 :.·~<S 

a re kr1own all over the \7orld . All his v:r i tine s excell i n sty le-

h e c l ot n ed h is thouguts i n beauty and wisdon. 

I n h is day , ·tfisd om recovered from its lowl~r sta te , and t h e 

s tars of knowledGe s h one once more ••••••• 

Bu t '\7hy enla r g e and expatia te on "tis v irtues- :rou nust k now 

of one wh ose fame h a s pe .1e trated the bounds of t h e earth. He 

i1ad d etru.ctors , who l a -:. er f ell u pon h i s v c. rscs to fi nd fault with 

L .en (since h e did not a lz1ays t _~oubl e to be exactly c orrect in his 

: ~ ebrt;w :;re.m:1ar . 1'hey fe l l upon iiim a nd ripped h i s .10rk to p i eces , 

_onl:z a f t e r h e Y1an d ead . Th is is ne i t her e entlemanl y nor colt;ra3eous . 

It i s surprisin~ t nat f or t n e s a...'<e of t. ~e .;enera l excel lency 
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of h is work , t h ey c ot.ld not for~ive h i m h i s f e·;; errors . Did it 

not occu r t o t h en t hat only t h :? fleet h ors e f-:.ll s - on l :,• the sha rp 

sword penetra tes- onlj• t e mi :;:-:.t ~ - r-an c an be __ u:.ib led ? : an is a 

i:eak crea t u re . ··/hat nan does not er: ? 

:1ut wi t h regar d to h is works- hi s s 3.gacious parables- a.11d 

t !1e epi,::s rams scattered t h rough his works , no man c an i mpugn t h em. 

And t hat one is con t empti ble , ;1ho quotes ~is epi:::; rams witho<. t g iving 

. i1is nane - in cr der to sho·;1 h ir:1s e l f of f ! 

53 
::e was suc c e ed ed a s .,.."1J by h i s s on J os eph . :-:e \'!as chari t .. le . 

I n his do.y , learnin.; f lourished , and t l-.e rei ,n of poetr:; was en-

hanc eQ. :Ii s e eneroue g i f ts c aus etl t l·.e du:.b to s peak , and t h e 

s t u :pi o t o ut l.C r be~ut if ·1 ~_)}~rases . 

:lot onl:; d id h e :.Cno; ::eb r e;·1 t h oro· ~r.l:r , bd . Arab ic- '"'.nd 1 ts 

poetr :· a:.1ci pros e- a.nd t ::e h i tor :r of t . _e A::-abs and i t s sour c es . 5 e 

\"; ent into ?.11 t !':es e t .i nJa "':>ecaus e o:: ::is se:.v:.c~ t o t !:c. ::in:;ci.0::1 

I n ..... is ::ebre-.·1 _,oems , ~e l a ud.s ·.-=.r and pr~i ses --ch e s : i ri tual 

.t..a.:iities . : i s r oe, s c>.re be .u ... i:i u l - bt:t f ew. ·1c ~·r::.s ::il ... ed in 
54 

~ ra.n :i.da on t :.e 20t h of ..ft 1~, ·h.-.~7 . -- is loss ·aas a ~re t:tt on e . 

_ •. ere ·.7a s .cause to fear t .• a t an c.: en t lec::.r ning was l ost ui th h i m. 

::e and ~1 i s f a t i.e r brou.;ht honor to our r a ce , .... nd ha ppiness to 

.is, f or a 11e;·i od of 05 years . R. Jo seph Hanagid left a young son , 

n::1ed Abu ""'iatz:::- . I s a a c ben nhayat brou~ht h i n up . He coMposed 
55 

·oe~utL ul poetr:,r , but he d ied in 11is t ;1entiet h year . 
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e n A.nion~ t he !)vet s a nd ·. ri ters of t hat flou :- i sLi n ::; ~enerati on 

?L 

:JF 
·,;e re : l . J ev i .Jen S"'.ttl of Cordoba ( l ate r of ~ ort osa) , ' • Jos~ph 

3 ? 
1)..:n Ka pr iel (:1h o lat ~r 1 ivvi. in 1r~nada) , 1:. Abun b en S a r a r c., 

58 
o .. Lu c ena ( l a t e r o: Sev iD e) , a nd ~ . 3 os es ben ~ ikiti la ( \11:.0 

5£1 
l e.ter l i v ect i n 5<:.:r:;as s a) . ,..,~1e :lc.t t e :· ;-as :::-orenos t c.r:on · s chole.r s , 

::i t ers , .::.nc: saz a nt s ; !:e ·:1as m.i..--be red a"n.on.s t e reno\.'ne<i Tir i tere 

_f t ot:: lan....;ua..;es , d e :::.:."Ji t\.. Li s i llne s s . Tl:e re .:c.re "-lso Aou I s ila q 
6 0 01 

I"i d j a d j of ~!·anacla , Abu : bra:. i :i ben J, e b , of 1-ranada , ~.~d. Abu Al -
62 

Rebiyah ben R. Baruch, ot Lucen~. 

In t h is dis t i~:ui sherl g enerat i on t~ere lived in Easte rn Spain 
63 

A.cm Cnar ben Ci:a sd'\i , ·::hose ·;10r : :s a.r e fe ".7 bu t beaut ifu l . ::e 

wrote a !:as id~.h c '.l :cJ 11 :'he Orp.1aneci :J on3 11 v r i t t en f o r Sa..'?luel i:3.-

!'l~s i o. . Tl1e lat wer :\115'.Jered h i n ; S C'i h e -..:rote a p c;em in pr a ise of 

i m. ::e exc e l ... e( in hi s abi lit:· t ') port r a :-,· his vi s i ons ; in this 

~ 4 

Abu Alfahd i l , :'!is son , i n..:.:erited h i s kno·.-:lel ;e of a l : or a.ilciies ; 

Vt::!'sc.,d i ;1 pl'iiloso1,:1y anci. li t e:rar : · c o:·: o~i t i on , in b oth :1ebrew a nd 
65 

. ~:::..ti c . Abu Alh a s s a n : .us i be n Al - ta.?.:ana: . 1·1a s of _;ood f~.mi ly and 

l e c.r n ec' . :·e ·:·a s kil:.cd ·:::en l e , t,.· n :3(., : ·ec.rs of a3e , i n t .'1e 

c ol l c ps e of . bui lf in~ ne r Ap .la . 

Abu A~vo l)en 0:-ud .h oen 1~·:uiro1 o.: Cor6cbE'.. , born i "l 3.3.l a..;:l. 

·.nd lo·.:cr i ns tinc ts , a nf c' CJse .... e :.c ... t o::' _:.: Jo::o ?:.:· . en J.abi r c.._ 

·.m.2 t .. e ; OS t ,; o·...;.t:.~ ·u: Of t : 1.; poet.:; o_ li ti C. , 1,vt :.e ..,i..'!.:"' _ d.S .,ed 
:'.G 

i .. en a l l i n his s t y l e . 1i.e d i ed aft\,;r he re::-.c.14ed 3o , i n ro.lenci..i . 

i s -... oetic s t'"le .. 1.c ex~ eer::.;.·,-:· G.eJi ·. 1ti'ul . · 1 ,_ . r _ . c :.es.;!, ... cu \..r. e 
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l a ter Losl e:r1 .. oets . He nas t he f i rst of t ::e liebr e·.1 :poets to 

us e the (style of) poem ca lled l'"l~. He put eth ica l i deas 

into his poetry. He wrote poems of pratee and dtrges; songs 

of exultation and sweet love songs; eth ica l poems . and poems of 

vindica ti on (apol ogetics) . 

ThouJ h he is numbered a.:.ong t h e ph i losophers , i n his natu re 

and i ntellect , h i s emotional nature dominat ed h is intellect . :1e 

could. not c ontr ol his anger; h e t hougilt n ot h ing of writinf; con-

t enptuously of : .en · ::10 :yr a i s eiJ hi~. After his de~-th , t l.e cri tics 

I :_a·re no need to expatiate <'»1'.:?. rermr~ on !:~s e!'rcrs . L:: 

ai:i in t hi s :10rk is n ot t o point out the n i s tc::.: es of t .. e ~oets 

·1:ho ha:e preceded rie , nor tc cast c..spersions on t: ... · .::.r · .. or~s , nor 

:-,re'., t o publ · sh t .e ... r defects . :-e i t l er i s it r.iy <.il .t to choose bet-

ueen t~·.e _; ood G.:i( t .. <= bad in L~eir ·.1orR:s . 1 , ....... 
t . . c. ir 1e:~ .. ut i fu :. ·.wrc... s , ~.::-id t.o ._; i-re r:...y opi.1L .. n -i.-O Cl t t. tci r defec1:s ; 

I c .11 .... tt~ 1..:.'. on to r-ist:i ·es cnl:· .hen it is :1ec css~.r:· , and im-

pon i~le t o av i d· en.~~ni~; t . c~ int~ cour se of t . e discussio~ . 

In c2.scs o:;. t~:is ki:1d , J f o :mt ive t!rn r~-:-1e of t~ e C'.uthor , but 

'c.:rel. · ad(i.uce t:!e ezar:,le::; , t ~ i:a.rn t. e read.er· a :r-.inst sil'.:'li lar 

st".t er.ents . AnC:.. t !·.e; re is "'10 use in remc: bc:;..·in.; t~. e cxanple of 

!"!ist:..l:es adduc ed , t!1cu...::· t:--.e sc~ence o:" lit r :·~.:"'y analysis i s very 

i Lyorta nt in t :-te st.Pd:' of }:Ottry ..1nd t _ e s:)eculative sciences , 

a s has bec..n s ri.id , "Anal:r::;is of :i.n u~ .c rance i <> :"ore i nport£.nt 

t.:an tj1 e t"tter:incc itself" . 
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In ray \'Tork , callecl.,ll.il ~~ 11) , I f und. oc casion to present 

sever <'.l of t h e s e statement s , a.nd re:i' c r to t er,i P.nd inves ti ;ate 

tjrn i r v e:raci t y . 

In t h e l a tter years ..., f t ,;at _,eneration arose a new g roup of 

poet s , f ollowi n3 in t~e f o otsteps of t _.e afor ementi one d . At 

tines t_ ,ey succeeded in d is t ingui shi ng t nems e lves exceen1n3ly 

i n 
1

weavi n.3 ' p oe!"ls , ;,:1d Ll t . e d eli311t ful quality of t . . e.::. r ut tera.nces 

a r:d in t h e d e :p t .1 of t:1ei r t h ought and pur i t y of t heir st:·le . 

The oJ de st a~d most dis t i ncui sh e ci of t h i s co;-•pany ;1as Isa· .c 

i b:-i 1ha:rat h , of Lucena) the home of :-oet r y . l.1 e 11as an aut :h.ori t:; 

on Eebr ev1 cine. Syria c (Arar1aic?) . Ee ·ar otE. nuch on :·c-.lac!'lah an-! 

~+ ·'..l'?'lnar ; also litur _, ica.l poet r y ; but d i d no t ·:;rite n .ny met r i cal 

verses , since h e \'i:i:;.S not ve r sed in t e a rts of t h e Ar abs . He 
6 7 

d i ed in Cor doba. , 1 089 , and i·1as buri e d i n Lucena. 

68 
Among hi s con temporaries ...-1as Samuel ben Hanania , p i ous , 

a s cetic , versed i n nalachah. 1~e had bet t er styJ e t han Isaac ibn 

'Zha7ath in letters , r he t oric, and me t rical ve:-se . Jle ro te 

stories a nd h istory . 

Also Isa:=>.c ben Baruch of Cor ri. oba . :-l e r1as exper t in Halach a.h 

a nd na tural s c i e nce s . In ~ddi ti on h e was a g ood ·.-,ri ter a nd poet . 

~i e s erved the Abuadia dyn3.sty , vii t h his kno-.;ledr:;e of na t ur a l 

s ci enc e a nd a stronol'ly . His s t at i on was h i gh , and his pr a ise 

1 i L ed. the land . He di ed i n Granada. 1 094 , and ;:·as buried in 
69 

Cordob a . 
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I s aac ben Re~ben of 3arcelona , Halachist of renown, al so 
70 

ilrote l i t ure ical poetry . 

Isa ac Fasi h ad a stron; rc..lig i ~Ls feelin; . 
r .... 

::e c o:rnl-osed n o 
72 

poetry . Other contenporaries u ere : Abu 3u lei!:lan: bcn L~uhajar a nd 
73 

Abu Alf2.t ah ben Ashar , b o t h of Sevi lJ e . They were poets and learned 

in t h e vari ous science s , a:id bot;1 cane of g ood f'1lllili es . 

74 
Abu Zecl.ariah- .1uda:'1 ibn J3a.la.n , of Toledo , who later l ived 

in Sev ille conposed excellent comr.entarie~ , se:aratin: t ' e :rain 

from the chaff and concentrat i ns t h e es~enc es . :· e had a g ood 

n er.rnr :· , bt; t ·;;,\s unable to control his a n _;er . '-o one escalJed .his 

destruct ive atta cks . =e r udely aired his lon o:ini ns of men . I 

ha.ve described h im as a rian ·::hose learnin1 i s l ooked in his h ead , 

· ... ere n e keI t it , fo r t •. ere i s a d istinct ion bet v1een retention 

and .t,ernor • l!en ory includes not onl~- retenti on but also recall. 

Jbn "'='ala.n had t .'1t: po~:c r of r ecall a s \'Tell as re tent ion . 

75 
?'1 Ot .• er poets of Toledo :ere : Abu :rar u n a:oi Alja ish , and Abu 

76 
Is' .a q 'Len All}arizi. 

77 
I oe:ts of Seville ;-:e r~ : Jose ph i bn 1 e..;a s , of '}rc:i.nada , who 

', 8 
l~t c r lived in 3evil l e; Abu Zee! aria.h ben Abun . 

· Ai t ile e nd Qf t .t g eneration t here lived in iranada Abu 
79 

-occ...:. h ben Almara • And among t he po e ts ·uho co:r.posed p;...ssi on~.te 
ec 

: oetry and pl ea.~ant piece o:> -n&.s ~ ~ldest brother Alm I b rahin . i e 

lear~E- c t ;.e art from his e.xtended stud.:r of Arabic literature . .e 

~~~~ in Lucena , 11- 1 . 
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81 
At t lu:.t time , in E .sL rn S:p--in, l ived Abt. Or ... :-.r ibn ~ .l .. Da:~ an 

·:1ho ·cro1.e et .. ic -1 ·. ·or"-<s in !JO Ctr.,· .nci. p: one ; · .nd. ·. .s le ... rned i n 
82 

v .:--i vus q,cienc t::s . C:f t .. c s.:--.e .... erict. were: Abu Isnaq ben Pekuda 
a:; 

•• nd Abu Svlcin.,.n ben Amah • 
84 

A..1on.; t :.c poe ts ··as A1u ' l .. asan 

...:.zra :!bn Ela~zar . The be.st pu:::iil of i bn O:hay·.t.1 '' ~s Abu Omar ibn 
"5 

)r;.l:al ' ·::o "D.!": of r;o~ i!'le:nt fa::iJ.:r ' o: :::- c. ... ' i.. e c i:;tellect ' . ::-oet 

and !ial achist . e: · • i.s $i:nc 1·c in .. is ' tt .:r··-nc <:.s , but !·.c {:ir .. not 

... ,.::. t:".21old :1io s c o:!.'n . llost of h~s sarcaS!!l -:;as directed against the 

c ri tic s of l i te r ature and p oetr y . But i f he !1ad abstain ed from 

such r eferences , it wouln have been mo :::-~ to his credit . e 

died in Cor doba in 112~ . 

At t~e end of this ;enerati cn a _earec a :n&n grou~- skilled 

i;-i :)Let:-:· , ""oll ·•:in; t .. t. mann e r of tccse -.i!lv _ rec'"ec t .. cm, &'ci. 

,, , no i · tter -;vhere t h e.· livec , t e:· .. ere i,..c.,1 d e i· t e c·c:.. 

~f be ut." · .n 

... - ~" - 1' . 

...: a<A.::.: .. oi ; er 
• -< • • 

• ..L S .Tlt. .1C:.._, ; 

erf·~cticn . 

i \; o::~r.; of '" s ·:·cu. . t::: e: Abu o~ ;:i::' -C's ... 'h "u &n "-. - ' -· c: -
a·o"" ( .(:; Y.ras of gcod na t. tc.re , ~·e.~dy to CODe 1.0 aid of 

8 7 
:~ne·:: ... ·iJ ·~c: · _.,_); Abu Zcc.:~.e.riah bcn ~hc..yatu of Luc ena , 

(· ... ..:> l .... 1..c: ::- 1.1.Y .... in }: ... r: ...... ; - }ns 1 1use was ;,pont .... n eous , anci his 

::~11:;- ilE:d ;e o 1 it e!" . t · :-.:e ........ s - c :-idcrf · _ . 

_:i..:...., on t . )St. · •• o ex~c. lle o in ""a] "".c nah -... an Abu Aj ub Al ' mu ' ~.li 

of ,e;-.:U.le . ::e .... . 
J - · 

· 0!3 Cl'l \ ·elJ ..:.n b ot . lan.;u·. "'c..."' . 

88 
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~"' 
A:i.~v Abu ' 1 -·a.sso.:-1 ben :·~.- )£.;Vi .. ,ho c o!.-.pos _f s _ ".r k l in _., 7 ers es a nd 

~o 
par .• r le s ; ~.nd Abu Ishri.q b en Ezr"'. ·ho v;a3 of ti1e .1 i ;h r cnkin:;; 

Yiri t er s . :20 th of t-·~ese .. ere orii:; in •• ll:r of ::olecio , ~.nc l a ter 

lived i n Cordoba. l'he.f re<.c; ... ed t :e :.i ._:hest pi~n .clc of l ..... etry 

i n t .1e Ar o.b style . 

~~ 
.Ai)l ' 1 · :~ s-.~ ".Jen _:attas r:as a f .:i.r.ious ,i:::.l ac11ist ~.nd l>Oet 

92 
\I,.o C'1J:te of '!.n excel · ... n t fa!'li , y . Al f aha"'1 b en Al t u.b a n .. ,as a 

? ~ _;r e"l.t s chol a r 'lnd tec-.chf:;r , 9oet · .n 4.. \7r i t er . :: is pupil .;,b1 Ibr a __ i !"' 

. ,. 
I 

.... 3 
ben :-'arun · -~s of re spec t t.d f -=i.: il~,r . ·~ e ·.7rot1.;. i n both lan-s1~a.::;e s . 

94 
Ab ' l . -a.s -:an ben El~zar wa s a natur :\l s ci enti s t and poet . Abu 

95 
J:br""'-.ir': ben J.:ashcran 11as a poe t of good t aste -:t10se l oetr~- ·::a3 

exact ( e • tiP) . 

Anon;:; t h ose who wr ote many poems, ..: onta i n i ne; be1.utiful ideas , 

::.nd who transl ·-te .. t n.e ~.e st li tere.tvr e fro:-· ·-e"u:ew into Ar .uic , 
.. 9 6 

·.-::i.:;, Abt· Said Paraz ben Chasdai • Though h e v:a s of a ract; of s l a ves 

.1e W"'.S a fre e -~1ar i n h is c. -.ract<:.r • 

• :- e t "'lost of 'these wr i t ers , ·-.nrl discus <> e l various t h in..:;s 

·;·it .... t en - With fe-. exc t:. ptior.s , the ir i d eas corresp ond t o mine -

t h ougn -.;e ·'.r e s e :-aratc~ , y e t n e art ne i :;hbor s in t hoH ·:1t . 

Anon-; t :1esc: whor -: :- ave ... ent.ion ed a.re f'l ... '1.n:· :·:~o devoted the i r 

t '\le:-it t o C"'}"1po:::; j_n::; i oetr·· :.>.n· p i u ti_::l , u: o l abore d i n bel l e s 

il ~·~n .,hl)~M ) anrl :;ood l i t c r .tv r e . 



77 

78 

_4q_ 

The~e g roups are like wat er - ~ ri~ i n; at first (their 

works ! ) , t !1en f 1 0Y1in::; f o:rth a.s c. ~is:·. t:· s trea.rn .. 

In addition to tl:e poets are t he rn?..ny noble ,.,.en , of princely 

f a"'lily , vi!10 rave t a.:..:en over t !le learni nb concern in ~ lc·.1 a.nd 

11..:>h , to Arabic and sacred l i t erature , philosophical and 

speculative sciences; also in ast ronor.iy , matJ1e11riatics , and nedi -

c ine . · But I shall not d iscuss .t h eir labors in these fields , s ince 

yon ~1a.ve asked r.ie only concerni n _: r hetor ic anc. poe try . 

i:e sa~rs , t~1at in a.~di ti on t o t hose whoT" he has mentioned, 

t~ere w~re otner poets, of bad c~aracter , stupi~ , etc ., w:.o were 

,ivt:n to self- l ove , who --iere _;iven over to evil and a ,.,.oided the 

3ood . '_'he" knev1 nothin - of ·:.-ri tin:; . They jud _;e everything by first 

~ in_ re-::c;ion , and ·;rri te i n hurrie~ ma.nne r . They have no fear 

of crit '... cs , :.nc are unconcerned ':Tith the nicctie : of language . 

'":.leJ t .dnk tn1.t lJOe t.ry is onl y a natter of proper rh:nne and 

~·ctr 1:: . '''here i o not!'.i. . .; orse t hE.n a med iocre poet- a poet shoul d. 

be very hot , o:r very cold ! The first quality a rouses wonder ; 

t he second sadness; t n e :!""ed i an - nothing at all •. 

There is anot:ier intermedi a ry grou:: , · :Lo s.'eci2.li ze in 

sarcasm , av oid in .... understa.n6.in; . '.i'nc j en ;ti. of t 11eir ton_;ues 

cm ~els t hen to stint on lan;ua~e of t?.ste . ~! eir verbos i t: 

drmms t neir inta llect . -=:et i..er t .. at · ~ nan ' 3 reason exceed his 

ex~ressi on , than vic e versa! 
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7? In weavi ng , pa inting , etc . , a n an ' s a.b ili 1~ i e s are eira1'.1ated 

by t h e peoyle , because t h ey can see a nd c ouprehenC. h i s r:ork. 

79 :'ut in t h e l ear n e n. profes s i (.ns- ii.e rlicine, astrolog:- , :::.iath en.atics -

'"' l 

(. 

a n.:m may c l a ir'l g rea t t h i n·; s f or h i :o-is e lf , s ince t h e pe ople have 

no ?:no-;;lede;e of these . thing s . 

Then f ol l o\'/s a disse r t a tion on S o1'h is t s . Tllere is anot.1er 

g r oup who b lasphen e t he Bi b le by usin,; it s verBe s to :::.ttack men . 

He c oncludes t h e c .napt e r by sta tinJ t:iat h e has ment i oned 

only t~e Gr e a ter poet s . 

Th e Ansvrnr to t h e Sixth lt:estion • 

. : is C1p inion s About t h e r oe try "'fro ich :-lea ses -: i rnt. 

7he r e is no wri t ten \:ork , e:;:ccf t t h e " r r ophet s " in which the 
9? 

crit ic c :mnot det ect f tul ts and e r !'ors . 

Sor.:.etimes , for one ; ood s t anza ·.'e pard on t h e :oistakes of 

t .e re;st of t ::e p oe:-1 ; one .:cod line i s suff i cieint to red e en a !'Oe)!'l. 

~~ t~en deplo~cs t_ e dec line n poetic endeavor , and d iver ; es 

:'..:1~0 ,,_ ( ~.scussio:1 of t:1e -or;:i.lu e of .,_ .;c od n;:-:.e a 1:; ::>.. herit ...,~ e to 

Lie le: t : e}i i '1d (:.c "' U.Ji: e s '3ocr~~tes and AristotJ e ) . ~- c s ays t.-:.at 

_ oet::: · .:.s its :. J ~c ! but it rmst ::c ~Jorn into H. I"E: c eptiv e ,ror ld. ; 

. c : eels t: .. ~t. h is ·~ncr·at i on is no· ... e:::)ec i:.11.,r j~avore.ble t o ':1r:. Lt;rs . 
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--~ i · s -nne ~~i· on .rn 11·.-_e tre !": 1·n :. iJ r:" "!1 1"',n - 11:i..t:_v't shac.c U - 1.L ..,v ""'I. - - u -

a· e ; .ore t;.seful t .. ".11 :::.ost ::en . 

e d.oes not muJber h i raself a ong t::.10se ·uo -veuail t .. c ti!.:es 

~:u t he c .. 1a ract e r of t .'!e :people of his ; enera tion . .e says t hat 

~e has t ast ed t h e b it t er and the snee t of life . 

::e t hen e ives a d i g r ession on t h e fut ility of trying to 

~: cope with stupidity; and he g oes into a d iscus3ion of the divine 

n ativ es , arrivin,1 a t the same eonel:.isi on as ob- t hat t J ere i s 

n o d i7ine ret ribut ion in life- no j u st di s t r ibuti on of ue~lth 

and povc.rty; thou~h :1e sa:,rs t r.c.t 1od ' s ; ere:,· is indubi t: ... -ole a!ld. 

:.nscrur.-·.ole; :""~n e '!.n o!ll .. .;ive t .JU:s i }od ior His ~ercy . 

.::.e s eeoad. rea 0:1 .1e does not la: c..1t is t: it. .... "•Ci. --.s been 

·:in· t.,., !1i: , ..,_?~cl ra· n ::;!:oulC1. -:ever. desi;·e to 11 ··1 er.; d e ·ire cre"'.tes 

m .. _. ine- ~ • Arb:.ti\on , .. oye , m1cl dis -

.::.:'..t..:..,i etion it.: one ' s lGt :1.:i..'e .. ,ot de~i~·a:,1.e; n .li tits . 
98 

j late: Les Jell :r0t;_· coor"s , a::d lez en ~'our cr~·ic~ • 

.e qtiote s 

. \ .. vt.. e:· sa. s , '' Ric."'es c:: t. t:: spirit .re .;re .ter t111.n r ie~.ne ss in 

c. co ~tent with th,; l ot . ::::· :.'i'L .t y ou ::;1.._k , e ~.n .. ot ue 

ena !'e li :e a s!10,,·e r ·:··.:.e .. soor. ..:_::; ,..._..,_ e .rs . 
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" I c.":l o. r i c:: 'p.)or r-o.n ' , a !>0.11 e , __ :.::s ! l·cll , for t:1ere is 

no ~reatcr ::overt~· tl::.n stupidity- ann no .~:l.n .10:::-e Lmt:::so .. e , t .. an 

.1e w1.o l oves .11i; self ! 11 

lJe·rert::e l e ss h e has never ce1.s -d to ·:1ri te !J"etry , for as 

:1·.to se..-s : :·e -:.""?.o leP.rno , for its o·:·n s ake , does not t.:..re o: it 

i--•• e;.1 he fL d" t ?,t it .as no ~ ar::ct V"'.lt'e .... ..... e ·.;ho studies 

f :· r onel·-rJ profit, c ~.nee ·>: 1en .e f in s none . 

:·e s~:rs t.:::.s net rical ··:or::s !!t:i- er over six J.i;.nG.red stanzas 

on -various sub jects • •• •• i.any a r e l audations , SOP1e are eleg ies -

of rel~t iveo "'.n~. friends . Sor.~e he wrote to amuse h imaelf , and 

some to preserve the memorv of some departed one. Sometimes 

h e uses fict itious narr.es , which some readers a::rply to k nmm men . 

l.e t hen quot e s some of his poer·s on t .. e people of hi s ti1 e s ·.-ho 

·_re slov: to unC1.erst"".n<' and a:,...preciate ;ioetr~' . 

::ere he refers to one of his poe1~s as n i tte11 ~1~1 llll. 

cm o::' 1bil it~,. :.<.we r<:.s ... tU. ~-.-:a:·. 

:ou~ 1:~:-i, s"'.rc?.stic ~!ld b.u .. 01·ous poetrj· , .. e a.o e s not c oncern 

'~i self ·:it ~1 it nor a tri·.-e 1.o J'enember i t . 'rhey are t :1e products 

of yout h . As for AY~ 'l''CI, poetry of scorn or mockery , he never 

corn. osed ai1.Y a.bont/Pa):'ticular man , desp l te ttie fac t t :.at t h ese 

:::..r e ·:er-.'{ e"\S~' to r;r· ~te • ~uJ no · 1 • · · h ' • _ • 1. one assa1_ea lL.s onor , .;e s ays , 

<!.lld :w ~-">..d no c :i.us e to e s.sai l the honor of ~.1:,,-one . -';,void t !" e 

c :-•.. ~ 0.1. t .. 0ee ·v:!o rev:.J e ot .c:rn- bei 1.c.- r is ;,oJ.;. tt·c e t ::o.n the 

:: f t .. e 5.c::e:. . A1: .... ci. te ·;it}: .:; oo<'l. _er. . 
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be t co!"lpanions ( 6.isaert a tion on b ooks a s c 01:ipani on~) . :.:en ao 

not ah1ays r ealize t 1teir o;·:n shortcor i n ·s . Re r.rLo .. a1J i tu~t es 

.... il..s(:;lf to cont r ol hi s desires- d.es i r e ~ litt le . 

?here ~re sor.e men w:. o exercise n o restro.int ~.t all ; but 

~ :: .. e says t :.at he .... ill n ot ch e a.ren :1ims c l f' b:r :.rri t.i:1g al o;; t thez;1; 

iJe s i~es it i s f utile ; an;:;c.r d istort s t i.e s~~1ses. I t is ·Jetter 

t o ~3nore sue~ ~eo~le • ealousy i s t h e ..;reatest v:orr~r , and 

. Jen :1ate t:1at t1hich the:-,· do n o t underotand . A c ert~in r i g .. te ous 

: • .. 1 · ~sl:ed ':-od tc pratect !liP fro:-:i t '1ose who s landered and revi led 

:;. i n . 1 od ans·aered, 11 ~: ow can I d o for you t hat ·;·;~ icl-1 I can:1ot cio 

for myself?" 

{::e:::·e he ~ives so; e s ta.nza s on U;e st.ebject. ) 

:·r it h a p .._..ens t hat h e 11ent beyond b ouncin in i is com:. osi tions 

O!! .:crt 'li n : .en , or in d espising or pr aising t hem , or i n '.'Tri ting 

b oastful i c er.s, }1e l" as only f ollo·aed t:.ose Y1ho went before him , 

·:rho s peak of the two laws of exagger at ion: ( 1) ninblene s s of s peech . 

a nn. (2) ornamenting the utterances . 

The ex9erts in t h e f i e l d of s_ty}.~ , consider ..61 n~ (limpidity 

of expres s i n) t he desire d end in poetic endeavor s . Son e d e rogate 

'.ln <5. s ome praj se t D") ( s u3_;estior. or hint) i n poe t r y . 

'i'hes e two kinds of poetry are imp ~ rtant , and hon or is due 

t .1e one who f i rs t u sed t h en . They said t he purpos e of h i nt ( trn ) 

wa.s st:rle , ->..nd added th-=.t when t h e 9 oet uses so~ethine wh i ch 
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exceed"" the bounds of re '1.litY , and enters t h e rea l I:'l of t h e 

i r:possi ble , he cl oes so onl:r allegorically to illustrate t h e 

s i..ib.,ect tJJ.e eut:r,j~ t l:e best way , (l e spite t l:e fact t hat it h as 

been said : " The best proof i s to relatE: that wh ich will be 

received by t he h eart" . And " t he best t h in,; is t h e most true0 • 

?his statenent is true enoa::;.1, but it cannot include poetr~/ , 

for it has be en said , "The exc ellence of poetry lies in i'ts 

gr fal sifica tions ! " Some one onc e asked about t he natur e of poe ts , 

and v:as an swe r ed t bat "they ar e men , \'Tho alon e a re f org iven f or 

untruths ." ~·ut if poetry is str i pped of its illus i ons and de-

lusions , i t ceases to be poetry . Poetry con ta.i ns elenents i".'hich 

Yli l l not s 11rvive c los e scrutiny ( quotes Arabic poem r e levant to 

t h is : 11 :~e is t he s ea; f r on whatever side you o.p_ roach hiM y ou 

··:ill find t hat his shores are generosity and his boµnds a re 

. • d t II ) .:1n ness , e c . All the s e p~uases are figments of style; t h e 

oet neans only t~1at t l:e 1•1an r efe rred to is a .:;enerous phi lan-

t hT0:9ist . 

!3ut to t he rat i onalist , st•ch phr a ses -:;ill not be valid , be -

cause it i s necesse.ry to bri nt; proof of their verity , either 

throu : 1· .. rea son or t h e senses ; ·aell k n o;m fact s , or t hose based 

on '\n a l· t hent ic trad ition w'1. i cr c annot 1Je doubted , as for insta::c e 

"Ba::;d~d is in t h e u n i v erse !" (and proofs teJ:en f rom well kno-..m 

fac ts a r e t ~' e be s t , f or t 1:ey are t :.e indi \ i clual pro:pc;.rty of t h e 

3 .... ea·:er, v1hil~ h ea r s .:i.y riay be t h e pr operty of t h e one ~.6.cl reo • ed . ) 

or by v erified expe1iment . And h e ·:1h o bel ieve s a thin~ contrary 

to reason , cebases t . e J ost ~reci ous ~ift of ~od ! :ZXcluded fro~ 

t. is c "..t egor y are ti~e : iracles periormed to prove divine revelati on , 
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a nd t h e aut h ority of the prophets . 

Ari stotl e c las :5 i f ies varieties of speech: 11 ':'l1ere is t rue 

~nci false s pe ech , en d median speech wJ1ic l1 is nei t! e r true nor 

fal se" . " True st. a terients a r e :i:. r oof s (or examp:!.es) and t.1if13S 

si::i i lar to t h em. False statements - a re t :.e .,.:ord s of t h e poets, 

in t n eir fashion ( t :iougl:) not i n ti1e e s sence of t heir wor d s . 

Touchin; t:~e :rean - bet ween true ~~nd f alse , t h Hre is the type in 

Y:!1 icl ·t:.e elements of truth exceed t he f als e , f 0 1 insta nce , t he 

nords of t n e B'/1.)tJafl (dia.ec t i c ians) , and t .. e t !"e in-::h ich t 11e 

f a: sc predoninatcs over the t r u e - for ex<-'mpl (~ , t • e words of the 

So_hists ; a~r t:.ere is ~· et anot .. cr in -·:::.ic:: t :n•t:. :i.n C. fr .. lsE-:10 .. 0. 

:.:re c:~«' .. l - e . g . t ::e ·:'ords oi r .etcricio.na (st:·lisi. s) and. 

:pre<?.c:.e:::-s ' • 

')9 
' .c. poe t · ses. exa.; C!:~.:t i on . . .c quotes A1f"..~·o.u i , ' Poet ic 

utt1.. " .. nces on vc:?.rious subjeCl.S , '1.:re t c f r i<i r o. t 1.c ii:~_;hh.t i o .. 

-;:.t .. re 1rc: to t. o.t ::ub:~ct - ·.;.:e~he r it :..e tc deride t:i:e u..;l J , 

o:- _; l orify t.1e be'l.t..t i ful •• •. . • ·:r,..cn poC;ts ·:11i te , t. e:,· s ee ·::ith 

t ;:e r ind ' ::; eye - ·-.e -1e se• :i.!1 re .li t:i· ·1i t~: 01· r c·l!l ej·e s 1
• :11e 

• - t f 1 . t '· l. • Or_ C !'IUl'!':.~ "le . •,1:s t nr.t ln t 1° '"" •.. : •.~.: 1· .1-:-oe l :.:\..:e s us ·o e e ':: J. . _. • - -- ,, ~ - "' --~ -

... ., i on :-un r:· .; t . " te .t'!" t be n.' J e to reco';ni z e poe tic i. a ·erv 

".n · i:.ot con:1 ~e it ·:1i t ' . .! .ct • . \ ~-..p -!· • • us ste.tes ti :.s i:ea 

(." ".::.ntin:; ::.s on l:r fo:- t .c e.·es- '"'~1' is not e'3s eni.ial l;· t-1·e " . 
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is C:ini on of ""'l~ose: 'Tho Say They (;o; _ ose _ oetr,,- in T:1eir Dre ::>.:is 

:net . .ier 'i'!ns :,e :Lossiole. 

..e S"'..j·s . I sha l l nerel :·· present p2 . .,.. t CJ.- t •. e suc~ e c t : Slee:pin :; 

~nd : ,.::5.n;; "3.re t·:;o c onc. i t. i ans '·]· 1 ch cone at di:;~ ointe interv- -:.ls 

·-on the body . Slee: i ~ ·.·:.en t:~e sv1·: ceases entirely to rzke 

use o: t .e '"'ense3 ( t:.e boa:· r ets froi.'" t· e l abor of v oluntary 

C l. o··' ~ ... -· u-cs ... . 01· ·' _,_ 
I,,. ,. ' 4-• • !i.l ~ "-- ... _,. -" 

""'1 en the i l rt: l oes are 

·ooC:.~· ·.J:::.r, e :--.d a!'e concentrati;d -.:it!lin t .. e ~ e ;.d , i'ill.:.ng i ts 

·_:•!;en 5Cn:-;e percP:-t.iu!1 :'<::..es , anc in.1;-t.e instil Ct'"" il1YC?.de t: .e 

·.;on:· , envelo11 consciousner5 '11 1\l!t..Jil /fl) 'i1 ) · nd ::revent it f:·o:tl 

:t::"lctioninc e1 t: ~-::- in r..otor or :;en~or-- c c.~-.:>:.ci t: . Tl'ere:ore , 

c::i.ec1 prevents t he senzas f::o:·· pe r forc:..ns their no:·.·t>.l fu:ict ions . 

! e!l t. e natnr1.l po·11er3 (instinct ... ? ) enter t e soul , t .. e bod.y 

rests . And 1i:L"n t''.e bo i.y rests, if it is not i ll , t ... e senses 

rest .lso . 

'_:.e n c or>e3 su ·3estic?'l ~'4.l~i1 Cll/ril) ·1hic:. em-e l o!-s t ::e for~s 

o_ t · ir:...,s '•' ic. a: ... e .. !' r.~ateric._ i.1 · ·~:: ing , into t . e ap!Jea r -.nce 

cf t . : n...; s :.r atcri -:>.l (in "3leepi;1g) . Thing s ·,::iic, . r.l::m sees , 

i:-i .... :·ir.; , 1.S :.::'l ::~:'Tin..:; ."!otion , in slee in~ , !le se s the: a s 

::;t".tio!.3.ry- unr1ovi r.t;; <me in a state of r est , tb.ey '1.re !'lore 
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:r>le'1.sant ;.nd be tutiful t!'l~n .'}'\f n in notion. 

3'1.i(1 ~ ~ l•?n ~ t h" sovl asleer , w en it reti:es ··:i t.~in t o the 

i !l:1er reces .es of t e bociy , ai.;ay fr !' t.:e exter nal serisat i ons , 

turns i ts i !'.a:;i !1ation to t h.'..n..;s ·,•;!iic.1 it aaw in wakin; . There­

for e \Vhcn a 11an is f il J ed wit .. oppress ive t roubl es , i n s lee_. i ng 

:1e ;:ill f e e l as t hough v1ei 3:1t ed do;':rl by h e avy burdens . And vice 

versa , when his :'??ind is free of care , he ima_, ine 3 tr.at ::e flies ! 

And simila rly Tiit~ re~ard to desi re ; · iAen a secina l eois ~ ion 

ace · ::s 9 when t here is much semen , and des i r e is str on:; , the 

slee) er fo r 1u l at e s t ;1e i a3 1:. of t :.e one 11hor r e oves and des ires . 

h.... ".':i t :1 regard to these introductory rer'Klrks - p11iloso!J. ers 

.h?.Ve already -;one into o.e t .,.il ' ezr,,ecially Aristotle in h:. s t r ea­

tise: 01. t h e senses and t t.e ob jects of sense i erce!tion , a.nd a 

zeconci ·;:ark in which h e spea.:~s about the science of dreams and 

--.ct ion • . But h e s ays t hat he t:ill on l y refer to sE.veral th:.n.;s 

frOll it . 

':'he l)hil cs g~hers state t a all ~ewers of t:ie l:u.raan bod:r are 

dependent on eacn otl:e:--- i . e . t he.f :rn: ple!".lent eac ot'-er. :b'or 

inst ~nce , re tent i oTJ and :-ecall re1 er to thin_;s -1:1ic!: a.re a sed , 

-,··~:ic . . h..tve "been !Jercbived b·r t he ser.ses ::revi ousl y , a s t i'lou.; .. 

~ear ing , or s e in~ , or a ny oi t he ot1 er sense s . Sinc e t h is i s 

so , t !:e senses convey t :1eir impressions firs t t o v i s ionary 

i ::a_;i:1a tion ( 1''.l'Di' •->il ) , t 11en to t he rat i onal fa Juli y , and 

!'in .l : y to r.enory . ':'he r at i onal. facul t y chooses b 1 tween t !le 

reality and t~ e ( sus-;ested) i mage , and t h en t .1e facul t y of mem­

or.,r rec~i ves it . ·r i sval ina..~inat i on conprehends t e a:rrearanc e 
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and fo r m of t he ob~ ~c t , and . emory t ake s it in , in the median 

of i ts tested r eality. F or memory can retain n o more than t hat 

·•::.ich i s forgot ~en ; and t hi s depends upon (what i s l eft after) 

t !1e test (to which t h e objec t i s put ) by Reas on . 

Dreams are v ivid mental pictures , for t~ey are per c eived 

by t :1e L iner senses . In t !"' e books of propnecy and t he Trophe t s 

are f ound Illany known and certain f acts about dr eams . 

'.i'here a r e t wo kinds of dreams - false and t r ue . 

Th~ t rue dr eams corie from t~1e understand in~ , al'ld t h e human 

sot:~ ubich rnoves in a constant f a shion and l eads to t hinGs of 

t "l e present . :!?or i magery pertainin;; cnl y to reason is sniri~ 

i r.iagery ( '1 .. ic . is excluded frori t !.e cat egory of the 32hysical 

i mages 1:.15cl. a pear )n r:aking , s a cloud d i f f ers f r om a cur tain ) , 

:>.nd a re t h erefore more sensual and clear , and for t h is r eason 

ea:::ly thin%ers compared t~:em t o heavenly :rictures . 

}!'a.lse dreams a r e worti;.l ess , c oming fro;-i t .1e faci. l t y of 

assoc i at i on . T:iis sense is called 11 ass oc iatio1111 "becal: se it 

) erce ives , (th r ougn t h e physi c a l senses- as for inst ance , ' seeil1b ' ) 

t ne ?aterialisn of objec t s , ~nd conveys t~ e percept i~n to t h e 

s~ir~ tual sense , t h-it is , i .l!1azinat i on , \7i t h in t l:e head. Sc ient ­

ists say t .1at fal se drea.r1s c one not fro11 t he Jl~man soul nor l'ro1 

reas _,n , bi....t f~ or1 s u.g ;es d. 0.1 a1.d i: .. a.;i nat ion . 

:r a r,:re<:1.."1 c o-·e:- l ·r or se .. se perce_ tio .. , it i s false and 

·or -... . .te s:: i r.10.-; e . 
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i c. ~ut a true d:·ea:.1 cones :ro:..i t.i.c r::.~i on:ll :racul 'tie s . 

?!! .tter is th s : -.-:.• en t e ! i:1C: ·, is .• c;s to :r.e\·ea.l to t e soul s011e-

-.f.;,sion s ·.~ti ::r-iri iu··.: - ef'5a._;es -.: ic. e Las , t .. en t· r~ nii~r b e-

cor:~s t .e i nierr.icdiar:; ... ct·::ee.: ..cod. an l t e so1.:.l • 

. ron t. e fo~ c.,;oin..:; , :. t -.;ou. d a eo.r t :at dre~.is of : e 

::;en;.u"'.l Ya ri < ty 1·i:re no J"'le"!.ni.10 • An· d re"J'!s ·.1 icl. c one 7ihen 

:=-e n 'Je :·erce:tit:.on ce· s"Js , .:1d t e bou,; l'ests , ( t: .. o:·.;. Gle e!-- d o{.s 

.. ot i·: .ir s:i!"it··::l..l l~·r c ti .... ns ; on t P cvntr?.r:· , t h ey ".::e !"':Ol 'e 

nc. of t e sages of our I eo. lc S'\~ ci : tl.ere a:·e l ou:· :.~1ds 

1 ) "..'. 05e sensed 1>:· t .1;:; so·_ , t. a: .. i ~ to sc:·, rr:. I e SQ"'. 

s - ?."E:Ccives t'rn r,• :.. u •.. .,_. o. t e d"e". , t.: r ou its O'\T. 

~- lt·e~ · nf inner rensea , ~nd it (t e 1 -e ~. ~~-·s tc ~t ~ron 

c , it n._;<>rd to vresent ;:,.f. ai r cs without i n ts ::711< C:. • -...y -..st. o.l 

t .. t "'-.. : i cal 3c :~sec . 

1"'1 : .., .., -~,., .... ("" -"'·· ..... . ... - ...... ~ 

2.:1: ini vr. o it ~.bcut 

,,,_ <.'.t -.;ill 1.1ef .l l it . 

() -: e:1 t .e ::;ot·l ~.ndul ·e-: in pure rc~~ on , -.nci no.':c-; n c us e 

·a. ~.t · oc 1 ::- of t' ~ r;r .1'5C B . 

A t:-t. e d:--c2.. co es on1 .. :fr01'l • m:e :"C~.son , t<nin:ln .. :Jced by 

~.,, cstion (as.·oci"".tion) ; it ::.s not a : i...;ment of t :·e i me.gination , 
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it , en\. :t dae3 n ot ]. '.)dee 

.:.n t _e l .e1 .or y . 

nd ".r e t :_eref ore in7".li~ . • • •• •• . ••• 

l C·l ( -e com. i1wes c,.:i.scvss ion of ps:rc __ olc....;y o1 drs ..... ..i-.s) . 

=-~t~~s ~.t t~ .. e end o~ t_:e l~~t ~·:at e!'! p1·edict t: r: iut~re-

.. m , te .... t. i fy to t:1e ..;o .... d char a ctC:; r of t he circa",er . Al so h e 

:,_.:,•s t· .''."t L:e soul liv e s .:>..'1d ':n1..;·.1s t_ in.,,s better t . a.n L.€ uod.~,r-

.1i1G. ·:·ill kno;; :!:!.ore \'/hen separ-i.tcd ~ :-oL t_e body. : e sa~.- s t· .c.t 

·.:G c~ .. :-i::ot cotCot t hat :90etr y and prose :.ave ·..,ecn co1i: osed i n dre:>..ns -

!"te :3a·rs t:w .. t •:1e • ave t h e test i r,1011y of :-elin.1:-le men of our onn 
t!1e 

?12.t.ion . One of t:.ese is :::1.i :t·ion {on/~vt:.c rit~· of : . ~ azlic:> .. h 

-:~j .. ·..,_n Zakliah ·;;ho s a i7 it hinself ·.,rhen !1e -risi~ed: :ti in ~2..-..:d.aa , 

P..n<l l "•.ter rela ted it to Sa.rJvel ·:a- na3id) . The inc i c en t was a s 

f al l ows : T:1e 1-aon d i d not l:no·a t i..e " e~.nin,~ of a c ert:J.in 1;ord. 

:1e f ounu. in t ' e cor1. ent;:..1·v of Saadya. Saad:,ra aJ.-::-eo.red in a d ream 
l OC 

3.nd tole: ~1 in where to find it . 

Also S:i.rmel i b n ·;a,:;dila , ".fi.e:r t h e clc::.tL of one of 11:·.s op:pon-

ent s , tl:e vi z ier Ibn Abaas- for e told t :he death of Ibn Ab i Lusai -
1 01 

t...e fr i end of Ibn Abaas , in some s t anzas . (He , (ibn E zr a) c oes 

not s~y t hat t;1ey yrere conpos e<i ir. u d.reaM- but t " le context 

denotes t h ±s ) . 

A sa~e sai d : ~ree.ns of p r e sent and past events a~e not 

depcnd"<.ble - t ey a.re inf l uenc eci bv c:i.s ociat ion and su:?;:;est ion . 
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':'!:e ::nost v a lid dream i s one c c. ncernin3 t Le future . :- ut t h e verses 

of t !1e ::.,__gid ccnpri se elements of co t h c1ass es . 

I s aac i bn 3hayath of Juc ena composed a s t anza in ~ drea.~ 

which ~ave h i M t h e titl e of one of his poems . 

· 'e !:ave r:an:; other suc:1 t e s timonie s - 'l.nd the a:ic i1mts looked 

upo:1 t h e pur e drea.t"' as one of t::e d i -visi ons of pro::hecJ . Of 

l l - c o·.4r se , a true dreaJJ may contain sane i nv a l id evidence- just 

as t r.ere Must be chaf f among t :1e grain , except i ng prophec~r ~ 

Then h e i nt roduces quotations warning agai nst .c;i v ing h eed to 

fal se dreams and dreamers . 

lC? 

Inasrr.lch as .._ nan na:,• see in his d reams t li i n r; s wonc.erftc. l , 

of •1hic_. n e T".ay never Lave h eard , and \7hos e si ~nificc.nce ':e does 

no t u,1derstand , h e ray be i nc l ined to doubt t :1eir spir i t ual 

si -:;nificance - and believe t hat they are beyond t Ji e r ealm of 

reason . Th is is not the case , honeveri t hey g ive a h int t owa rd 

riysterio is h idden t h in""s . If tl:e inte rpreter of t he dr eam is 

Y1is e and l e1.rnec a nd 11 i ous , a.nd of stron3 er i mtel l ec t t han t h e 

one who had t h e d r ea.'l"l , t r.en he nay supplement and complete t h e 

i~terpretat i on of t h e par t s Tihicr. the drea:er did not understand . 

· or eSte:r a l l , inter; ret i n-; dreams is a. par t of t :.e nyst er~ous 

divine learning , ano :·en c an unde r 13tand drea.ns only ··:ith t h e 

help of '1oC. . 
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·-atura l scientists ( lt.l.."il 1;)..>I ) interpr et dr e ar.13 and 

t~eir s i~ns as fol l ons : 

!-:e wh o d reams fre quently about r a in , and seas , ci.nC. rivers , 

and thiw;s like t h e se , i t is a Si6 n t hat t h e noistne~~ of h is 

st r enc th pre~ails over h i m. 

::e -::~10 see s in h i.s d reams a t s uccess i v e tiJnes f ire , and 

li.:;~.tning and ·.var , and si.'jilar th in~s , i t i s a si s n tha t happine ss 

(or !lc.ssion ? il~ I il ~ il"lD ) pre ti.o:U.nates in h i m. 

::e v;ho sees s carlet colors , and or a nr;e ( ren ) a nd f lowing 

blood , i 1. i s a s i gn t hat h is blood (or ::::-as s ion? I h'l ) precionina te s 

in h i I'l . 

:·e who sees black colors , it i s a s i.:;n t :: at 11e lanch oly d. o~inatei: 

in ~i s ch~rac te~ . 

e ~-.ho s e e s a wa rn ·;!ind , or a s n o·.v storm, it i s a si:;n t hat 

··.e i ll ·oc ·.1arm e r cold • 

.... u t t h ere is r.o basis for t h e ce stater~ent s , c-nd. ot hers sir .ilar 

to t ::en. 

S or:ie ps y cholo.; i st s say . ··:he n a r t isans , i . e . gold sraitl: s , 

.... eavers , nmd c ob· l ers hav e d r eams in ~ .hich t . . e:· a}_J ea r to b e d oin _s 

t . e t1.s1:s of t !'lei r \la1:in£$ .1ours , it is certain t hat t : ese dreetJns 

c o:-. c : rori as s oci a ti on and su_;g es ti on and a r e not reliable . 

The an-!ien't sages say of t h es e dr ear.:s : t h ey d o no t appear 

to a n::.n except ·;;-hen Le is t roubled . 

Ancl despite t .e f act t :.at poe t ics i s not a ph~rsi cal t r .de 

{Jl · J~li .. l\\ 1Jl») bt· t a s ri ritt~al one , ~ r et , s i nce t n e :"'-et ut i lizes 

.1::.s intel lE:c t ~li lli :;entl •r i:i t .. :s a r t , and stri • es to be pr odvcti-.:e , 
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it is possibl e ( b;1 n.na.lo~y to 't>e drean::i of t__e art:...::;an) to 

rel 1.t E: 11is dre Pitic; to t :ne !'a c u l ties of sug;esti on ~.n<~ asscci c.tion. 

:: e:-e :'.:.'o re :.e · •il~ rec ite or con1 ose r-oetr~ in his d.rc~.ms , 

j t' st as h e doe s y;hen awake . Indeed , s ue! poens are on sub~ects 

to ; 1 •• :.c : .. e ·-.ve no t:.ou ;:.t or on m::.t te :i:-s ·.::.ic> !1c c i d not pur p ose , 

:.:id. 2.re divers ions c oncei-.;.red by c:1 .., ice . :--ut if l:e ""J;-'.·'s in h is 

d : c~:s ··!-..at he purposed. and t::oi....i::;: t ;-.-~01·t , t ' en ::e i s :-. I !'Ophet . 

At ti:;:e~ t he ! oet na:r en..:;:>...;e '· is t::ouc;l ts ·::it. L:-:i er::; :'eri.. c>.ini:-ig 

to st:le , ·:!1et. e r in poet ry or :-rose , t o t · e cle ...; r ec t. c-.t r..oc h as 

. ·-c~·c l •11· ... ·~1· t ..... c q . .,,.,1· · .: -· ·e . ~ ml 
.... - .,, t ;.4 -~ ..... J. \.. ' - 1 , • 

en . c c:·t".in ;;ub~cct is clean i n ... is n""'tt·re , an. oi' ~~~~l._.nced 

te::i E:r , ::...s rmc a.s rossi.le , .;;.n: of ple3.si:i.:.> _\..:.alities , .:1d . • :i.s 

te ,_ e:· i c l.;.nes to· mr d cle ill anG. pv.:-e ir:tros:ec .. i 0n , l .en ;;i .. en 

.1 i::.; l·od;' R!1d 3er:ses r est , h is nental p o·,1ers uill doi.1ino.te those 

~ec eivc ~!.,t (inspir2~ i on ?) ~e d~R~ ~es , nd will be shoim t h e 

he seek s . An \f1e:1 : e a ·;1a.:::es , J.e ;-; ;;,11 entruot ~!is c3.e sire 

t o :.:ts ?.e: or· , t . 1 "..t l1e -:·-y rec .?.1! it . 

11 • :.:.s is \':: .. ~t I ~~·-.ve s e n fit to ~ .rin...; 1or'th ~le::-e . .it_ 

}::iows t .1e a nc:;·.;e r ! ! " 
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~'] ... , ' ··) ·1 ·1·• C •. ·,c.r_e· ,or. e"··r ·.i=.' c·J c.', ·t~ J'.'Y "-~ -.1'."·t: e~ " .. ' ·1-·.'-.. 1.E'~ .L~ ·.y'c"i).·;· .··1. c ,.."·.".·o c·i .. e' J .• . LJ.e .hes·c h'LLCB ,,:·or ,om:por::nng . v • ' .i. . ·'· ur. ·i.c ,, .t ~ 

Poetry :i.B not a science in itself. LiJ;:e r,i.o;Lhe:mat:Lcs, OT 

uage~· and whose :results can be trans1r;d;<~d vdthout actually 

C~r~1x1r:mt:Lcc:t1 knowledc;e is essential for w:r:i.tinc;., 
102 

"1c.tl'Di1 ):J6 u of ;rudah ::L'bn :l3alai'.h. 

Cite~J 

It is impossible to learn the art of poetry by hearing or 

'Ll<l.;;8 ia not enou.:.:;}1" (IIe cites Ara .. lJ:Lu write:nJ ·'Nho com:posecl no 
103 104 105 106 

poetrv~ Jbn Al:m.ukafa, Al)(lU AJ.ham:.Ld~ A1atzma:i.~ mid .A~,nah:.Ltz,. 
,. 
Also Hebrew vrr:L ters 1:Lke .A1wa1::Ld i hn J1:'..neJ1 r1,nd Abu Ishaq ben 

10 '7 .. 
Saktar - called ibn Jashush- knew the Hebrew langua~e extremely 

w~ll, but wrote not a stanza of poetry; though A1walid ruentions 

in h:Ls i\P~">'a 190 that he compci:sed. a fevr sho:rt :r;ioen1s ~ but r)eople 

jealous of him ascribed them to ibn Chalfon
0 

If you f:l.11.d that you:r na.tnre ·wLLJ a:Ld. you 9 and your tonr~ue 

drives you to vrrite rrnotry, do so vrhile the clay :Ls d;·~li(Q ancl 

the wood :::;oft,, One must 'be,;:Ln ::Jtud:Lcn C;:i,rly :i.n 1:.Lfe; suceef3S 

coine s only ·:r:l. th 1allo:r. A , ;an vli th out knowledGe CD,nnot knovr 

himself i how Jimch J.er:is ~ ot:1.ers! 



114 Jn U1e eJ.GhtJi. ·1iooJ~ of the s:i:iecule.:t:i.ve wr:i.tin:~D of Ar:Lstotle, 

rJ.e gives the r,ieans of }Joetic :::iuccesr::J~ (1) v:L'brant 1angua":;e, 

(~2) d.el:i.::;ht:l.'ul r;1eanin;~~r;i~ (~))to s<:w 1nuch in few words, (4) beaut:L-

fu1 imagery~ ( [i) nice tJ'.'arrnitions 

0 ·1'··· ·'l- 1'1 ()"[] q>f' "· [l •J1 ·""'~""'"':'I) ~· 1.I... .~(_:;i.1 -'· l1 o £! . ,..,,, I ( ? 
(7) to be particularly excellent in open-

thin;:;s, says A:ri~?tot1e 9 uan tl1e 9oet attain~ (1) to eoonmiy of 

expression, (2) to ornrunental conceits, and (3) to be explicit 

:tn me l'l,n:i.ng. 

The ear teEitEJ worc1Ei;; txu:i.t vv]:J.ich p1eaFJGS you, take and ur.-ie,, 

The i:iEmr:ie of hea.r:i.ng testr:i the DU.bject:-J to be stud.:i.ed" 

The word is the 'vessel' or container of a s~bjoct. An 

expression that does not cont~in bea~tiful meaning or content 

:i. n vvort:U.1 es::;. 

'" 
Spiritual vd.sd.om. :i.s :r.ecei"1.red th:r.ough the o:rd:Ln·;i,:i~y soul, 

but practical learning comes through the senses. Practica1 

knowledge is f:i.n:i.te; B}?ir:Ltua.l learning can ne».rer r:mtiofy. 

He -~1ho rece:i:ves :i.t always craves more. 

Do not hesitate to ask advice of those above you- even 

though they be above you only in yearsft 

.,Nr:i. te on1y the "be,rt of vvhat you have heard~ and. :r.mnen1ber only 

the best of what you have read. 
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In h:i.s book on Jd 1t()'i1, Ir:n1,ac ben f3o1omon Israeli gi·1r0s 
108 

But do not get your knowledge from books, 

when you can e;et it fron a :r1tan. 

Aga:tn he sayfJ t:r1at the c1..rt of rhetoric consists in cand.se 

expre sB:i. on~ d J • I- • an .. a ... so :i. ·c 1 s 

(J>:i.c;reB:::iion on the use of the vrorcl 17~ :Ln Sc:d.:titure) o 

He :i vrb.o reads the produoti orn:i of :i.gno:can.t people and e:iu:1:n1ines 

their vvcl:rkf3 ~ :lf:l ao bad as thou.r.~h he a~rnociated with them. 

Keep away from vain and :LntriC'.ately interwoven thot1ght., 

A wise man learns, before he attempts to do some thine. 

A rrtan ful1. of wo;r:d.er:'l cannot vrrite., (He quotes ibn ciutay"ba) ~ 

One can never hope to please everyone; nor can one ever 

f entirely escape cr:Ltic:l:sm, s:i.nce thc;se viho have good ,judc;rn.ent 

. 121 

~-~·· 
~. 

and exercise it fairly are rare. 

( l):t,"·:r·e100 ~()Yl o·n ·t~(3 ~- • C .. "> t>..) 1:.:J ..!. -· • • ~L .... ,1 111.eaning of C '1 J and ~ I )I ) • 

Beware of a dissemb1J.· .. nlci: rn.<'"r1.1 l::iev",.':t'E' o·f:·' one ·"]'l(J c, 1 L 1 • ~ ..... .J- '"""' ·, •• .. • vv. ' )d..1no·1, .{CCI) 

a r3ecret. ( •.1,uotes Her:m.es). 

Do not 1.:i.sten to a f1atterer., Do not fear crj.tici~'lm of 

:friends. 
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125 

126 
127 
128 

Be careful in the use of assonant words, and alliteration, 

·t"ho · ··1· ·1· t c ' "' J' 1-1 ScrJ'.·nt·i.;1:r.e, and f'.)cr·i"Y.Jture, 
J,. ug.J. .. ·, 00 lAl'.'b • Jf J 

of course, :Ls 

correct; yet, ~d.nce we are follow:Lng Arab rn.odeJ.o, we must do 

as they suggest .. 

He indicates that he does not believe in midrashic 

hermaneut:Lo s .. 

Discussion of Biblical style. 

109 
131 He quotes :i.bn Al Takr1ana .. 

J.32 Vlhen. you ·wish to translate from. Arabic to He'b:r.ew- take 

134 

135 

136 

ttle idea- never word for word! 

tJse nice language at the beg:i.nning and the end of poems. 

Do not overestimate the value of your productions~ The.wise 

man knows that he does not know. 

(lJ'v·"' ·,y·o11 .·r o J t ·0 f' · "'nd f'o · t · · · (A f · d · ;r. c '"' w rK. ·o ,_,,. TJ.o . :: r orJ. 101sm. . ~r1en :i.s 
•!O 

indeed a precious thiµg!) A friend is close in spirit, a ~rather 

in flesh! (Dissertation on 1 friend 1 and 'brother' -- series of 
110 

quotatiorn3). 

137 If he gi";.res you oounscjl out of his heart, receive it eagerly, 
' 

138 1 . ( ) ~J,nd t:1ank h:i.:rn.,. Discuss:Lon of jeaJ:ousy. 

J.,et not thy des:.i.ro refstrD.in thee from thy work. Par.rn:i.on 

mars the intellect .. Pleasure is fleetin3. 

140 J.1ead your works to another af3 his audi t:Lon will be a teBt 

of them. 
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en of ~oo~ qual ity l ove othe~ s oft e s~:e q~alitie s ; but 

evil ~en hat e t hose of t ei~ il~ . 

1 11 
( uotes Samuel J.aon 11&1/iHI .J).(~ ; on pr ai se a nd dispar agement 

in poetry) 

Do no t ovei:est i. ,s.te y oursel f . ~xa;·e ration is undesirable . 

::e ·.:ar a s t he youn; : ~ t o pur sue t !:e madi ~~n :-a.tt . (Series of 

quot~tions on t h e sub~e ct) . (Di gr es :;icn on t !1e .A'll."Tl> Jrn and .J•lll>~ ) . 

~he ~ise man l e ~rns to con~rol himself . 

Do not este t:n yo•1:r 0 ... 11 1)oetry t oo r.t:~. , r.nc:. o o no t fal l into 

C!e er :-or o: t. ose -.·}:.o :;raise t :le ··. cr:·s 01· a r an 01 01n• ~.no dis -

(:;)is s er t l ion on t.>.e --~.lt: e o::· 

T1'.'.:1 e r .. i~ ~c1:..· , not. f~-'fl.:.: . ) . "ood ·.;or· s :- re t. e fru.·. ts c:' re".oo!l , 
11:; 

not oi' f p..; i..t :," . 

A =-~::i.n ··:10 ~· i:1 s :f-. o:r i n t " e:·e::; c: t ·e : (10 i s lucky ~ 

:;o: ., e.:t..; o;~ t .. c • I . o .... ~ a di.; l at i on ... nd c.:~ir Lticn v_· re .. l t _ • _ cnet'1rj· 

ai:l· -"C'.:. i s tnc rcp1·l-ir synool of st<c .c.i"<:: . 

~.: - 01· &: in Sc. :;. p • 
- 01. !IC'. 

~e careful - f or in following such errors did Anan and h is group go 
11 3 

a~tray . ·.1e nust n o t argue from <1nal ogy . : ~ e s~.ys t he i: (;.:.rc:.i tes 

· i s~~c. :o :: L;_ tl:; t: e 1 1:'; ·s of 
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.. 

Jf you find n root used only in tJ1e pau::3:.1."i.i'c, you I<J.ust u.De 

only so. th:i.D 

\(l ·1' e" c J •. ·,-.re's '•i'J'l 1 c• ·t ,_ .. ·' ·:r·c ,, ·;r -; .l. ·1] ] .... 0' 'l 1'1 '" 1.\o ,.(. V ~ .. v 1, .[ .• ,1 1;:.;i ~ t,L<~.J .• v \v ~· G... ,J, . v~ ... 1 ... ) 9 

Also watch the nur,ftJer of nouns ., Some are found only in the 

to 'be repeated<! 

(A c:r.:LU .. cisEl of Ibn Ga.b:i.rolo I.;ut he does not rn.ention h:i.rn. 

·1Jy1 · 11 '"·t··1e ) k .c,iJ_J, -- e 

.A1wayf3 1Hl8 uords in ti1eir rie;ht J11ean:Lng .. (Syntactical Jio:Lnts 

a1Do a quotat:Lon 
;3,:r:e disCUf-JElE!cl. '_) ll () ·'· C""' '1L"1·1 8'" .J .. E' :t'l1 c• n J 8""i· "!1 

"
1 l" i •'"1 c'i 'u, G _,t..::J 1.L... t ~ A.iQ<_ ....... J •.. J • •• C.v ,1. L.. A. !I 

114 
fron1 :Cbn Ge.bi:rol vr.h.:i.c.h corTecb':i 01u· pre:::Jent te:z::t, ) 

He. quotef.3 :f:':rom ~3<;tFlue1 Hanagid,., 

Observe carefully the laws of gender. 

He reco:mJ;1.ends the l>ook of I'bn e.a:tit:i.1a with Tegard to the 
11b 

laws cil:f gendeT. He say:::i, 11 The book· is f..m1all :i.n cru1.1nU.ty 1 but 

O:f:' course, when a )iJ.an w:d:tes, he cc.mnot consc:i.ous1.y o'br:3erve 

c.:1.11 the rninutiae of the 1.aws o:f gram.mar and twage v/h.ich he GiYeo. 

He mentio:ru:J tl.i.ern only to c<-111 them to youT attention. :Cut he 

\VtJ.o cloes not 0,ttem.pt to ma.ster them~ ·w:Lll ne'lf(;)J' be a'b1e to 

express his ideas. 

- - ------------~ --~ ---- -



~·:rerha})s the :l.:ncruirer w:i.11 a:sk, "D:i.d you obse:rve a11 the 

ruJ.es you rn.ention, so that your poomfa a:re .: erfeot?" '.J.'o that 

I vvould arn:iwerp '11To! I confes[-J to errors I macte for varj.ous 

r.easonE;. No :rnan is IJerfect. :ees:icles ~ :many of thera I com11osed. 
157 

dur:lng the intoxicating J:le:r.iod of youth and t:he }!1eaDant life 

of boyhood. I was ·t,h~n not yet experienced or :oracticecl. 11 

11 If this does not Sl'J.;Usfy the queBt:ioner; · :i.f he f:lnds fa:u1t 

v.r:i.th the fact that I advise others against doing thingf:J wh:i.ch 

I r1ave r)errnJ.ttecl to 11:1yself, I can only say. what a J?harisee ( o:r 

conu;1entator) ha.s s.a:Ld: 11 If we were to be admonished only ·by 

those without sin, we should never be admonishede" Or as Goe-

rater:3 puts :i.t, 11 J1:ven though the ( Jl':>IO) teach.er cannot, h:i.m-

self, do what he con1J,Jands unto you, fa:i.1 l'.l\)'t to accept the vaJ.ue 

of h:Ls advice~ 11 I leave the cleci.s:Lon to an :h11>artial crit:io! 

''When you ha-ire rvistered the f orego:i.ng precepts, then turn 

to the 20 sectJons on the o·rnament:-:i;t:i.on of ven;ie.. They are the 

rules laid down by the leading rhet0ricians, prose writers, and 

poets of Islam. 11 'fh:ls indeed was the goa1 I h2J.:ve a:imed at thus 

far in th:Ls vrnrk... to Jlrepa:re the reader to understand v1hat fol·~ 

lows., The chapters which are to :follow are closeJ.y related to 

from Arabic poetry, and compare it with a verse from Scripture, 

tJ:w.:t thE."Y may not desp:i.se Scripture and th:i.nk tha:t we have no 

semblance of such ruleFJ; and further, that they ni.ay not think 

that the A:r.abic l~J.nLr._~,ua,g_,'e iEl the only· one vi.l11' ch ·1.·1 .. 2 .. q sha·•"r) ·y\v.rasea , J.cc~ ~ '·'-.• l-'J.J. C 1 ,,, 

and f:Lne e:x:pre~rnionD. r:mcl_ tb.Et.t Hebrevv l:"c},·,"',.·J tJ1 ... <"'·.:,•e. 0 'J.1l10 11 r~11 , ~• '· •· - · · · '-''tS··· 

Scripture does lack to some extent the devices employed by the 

Arab poets, there are hints and traces strong enough to su~gest 
• 



150 that these are to be found thereo I shall refer to the proverbs 

160 
1()1 

and· riddles (the Arabs class these ~1ong wisdom literature) and 

adduce sorn.e ethicaJ. 11receptsa Then I shall introduce srnne of 

the vrnr!rn of Ol:t:r poets (as I re:rn.oniber them), vrho used the de·ft 

vices of tlH; .A:ra"bs ~ or who oarn.e u1;on others by chance. .And 

when I. can find an example nowhe:re e1 se, I shu,11 take :my ex:arn.})1e 

fror1 I<lV' O'\.VD VJOJ'.'kS 0 if 
........... ,.~·""-'""-. ...,.,.,_,.,,........, ... ,,;tJ,,.,,,,,,,.,.,.,...,...,,,..,,... .... ,, ... _.."_.,..._, .... ~~ ... , .. ,."""""" 

'I'h:i. s is e, good e;enera1 rule~ Th:i.nk a ;,;rea t deei1 ~ and orna-

EJ.ent your ex:i;n:·ession., Hang on to ev-ery beautiful idea tb.at 

enters your heaclo 'l'li.ese are t11e sectionB -.vh:i.ch I ~;lw,11 ex:pla:in 

to you~ 0 •••• (here he l:LstB the twenty sections on ornamentat:i.on 
' 

of poetry) o 11 '.Chough I J:1av·e exJ~laj.necl (Glha:pter 5) that the science 

of poet Ty :i.s .Arab:i.c ' 
and that tl1.e J-ews f'o11ow tli.em- I VlOV.1d not 

giv-e ll.eed. to one who .2J?.1'..2...t3_~_;). the :ru1ea o·P the t~}:'.9.:Il.9.. ' '!)e o ··1l1'"' e .t.J:LE0.;:l. ..... ,, .... -,_ ... ,,,........,,,.,,,_,. ..... ,, ... ,_ ,.,_.,..,,..,, ............ ~;,,..~: .... -.~~ .. ;~t;L,;::,. 

are not found in Scriptu~e, &nd arc not in accord \Tith the spirit 
~...,......,.,..,_.....,,.... ''-'-"UI•"".......,,.,. ....,,.~_,..='<,,.._~,.,-,..,,.~ .... _...,_-~~ . .,.a~ -o->•-1••~ ~·~-...- --... _., 

·t :., 8"'.T " J'.' (-' l1. v . cu~~ , t~:_1eir ·v·e:r:'l tools ir1 COE1l)Osin.cs poerns t1x1cl sr-~1~y:i.n.c;r3it ~ 'J.'he 

poenB :i.n wllich the :C0Llovrin2; ornamentations are found are regarded 

·by them as being in the 'best taste., In as much as this r3c:i.ence 

Arabs to the extent of our 1;1,1)il:Lty. · ( ·1,u.otes T'o:rphy~r:'y) 

The Pirst Section~ 

( II \II ;) ·j "' (" 8 0 :f,. '[" ., ' • "'·' ·1-il l C' ' , o:J .Jn . . 1.1.h.: rn.o t.J v :i.rrJ.J) or tan t and Tll ea~>-

in poet:cy, F:iuch ~),(:/.eel m.t'i:rnJ.::L:i.sJu-i.ent :i.s oft nece;;uary~ for trw 

n1:•J:::e of t.iw rl1ync or Fletrc., And thone vlho oli;ject to ltD tu3e 
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in 01n· own ti1.J.e, a:r.e a11 wronc- bec~use it is found ffeq~ently 

in Dc1·ipture. ( ;·:·('~ .<-,,··j ·"-8"' 
-· J. • <., _) •••• \j t~~ 

.l!;ven Tialachi~:3ts - li\:e Ga;:odya ;:,nd J..:a.:L- e:x:_;.~1:J.aij1od J?E!.BG<\';e_;:i,, 
l.Lo 

1aeta:phorically. .And tJ1e Chr:i. st:i..;;,n c OPI;nent:xt or~, do lih~vrj. se o 

Do tho;3e who condemn the use of il~~\V1l o,re hasty :i.n theLr. judt;;rnent., 

The method of meta:Phor is to describe an unknown quantity 

of a knovm one., 

'rhe Second :::Jo ct :i. on:; On Thinc~s II•'lJllic :i. t r.;1,nd }i;xJ)l:i.c :i. t ;, 

11'7 
( 1 ·i ' .c ) " L.J.lL, ? J~e ex})l:_:.:i.ns tl.:.at :i.n poetry a vrnrcl. ifl UfJGd 

savorinc of ~idraGh, to show how Scripture hints at oertQin 

j'J.ean:Ln::;s 'by nmier:i.cn,1 t::.1.e:l.r 

vT0,y, unt:il they "be1:i.:n to Ga1culn.te the· t:i.F1e of t.h.e I!i:esr.:Jn.n:i.CJ JGra~ 

:.1s in the 'bool~ of J)ci,n:Lel~ ;::lays he, 0 :?v.t not one of thene cal~ 

is not strance that these c~lculatjons are wrong; for, after 

all, God would not reveal to these speGulators that ·~1ich He 

concea1ed from. :r.U.s rea:Lly g:reat JiroJihet~-i;; thouc;ll., :Ln t:LFte He 

would sure1y ma,Jrn knovm :i. t r3 c 01n:Ln::;" 

honor! 
! 



168 The Third Section: He give:;J e:x:ample ra fror11 the Di blc and .poet 8 fl 

On O~posites and Parallels. 
• _.,...loi ........ ,,. ... ~-,,... ....... _. __ ., ~-·~ .,,,,..,,,,.,..,~.,,._ ... ~ ........... ~"""'·-"·""""'"' 

The Fourth Section: On Puns and Alliterntion, ~nd Denominntive 

V!OJ:'df? may have the sD,Jne sound 1nlt different r1en.nings. Verl>s 

170 t11ken f:ron. JTLm1lJerE:1 -( 1TI~..h.l) .. 
171 ~~1ic~ he uses this nethodo 

The Fifth Section: Distinctions: 

The poet uses this to explain clearly his neaning by stating 

:Lt in var:i.ed terr,-1s. 

The Sixth Section: Parallelism: 

The Poet uses"this to equate opposites. 11 please his friends •••• 

ptd.n h:i. B 'e:neini e S" n 

173 

174 The Sev~nth Section: Detail: 

Is concerned with d~tail in writingQ 

J. ?fj The Eiahth Section~ Rep~tition= 

Here the poet suspends a wend in the first part of the verse, 

and repe~ts it in the second part. 

176 The Ninth Section: Opening: 

'J.'o open and close the 1ine vv:lth tl10 sane word., 
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The Tenth Section: , 1 I :Y Aclcli t :Loni 

When the poet after completing his meaning adda:t1. fmv woJ:·ds for 

the f:H:i.ke of the :metre. 

'.L'he JJlleventh section~ i1 r.>1'-V i1 C o:np1etene su ~ 
The };)Oet nmst :remember a11 rtl'.etc;dls and omit nothing wh:i.ch is 

necessary for the corn.y;1etion ·of the :mea.n:tng. He says he f:lnd.r:.i 

(1JUt he 

section- p. 17~)o 

., 

.t1'18 given one 

Tr.1.e Twelfth sec·U.on: 1AO'Prtl '>~;c'rJi1 Pare,nthetica1 Insertions: 

ThiB r:iection conce:r.rrn the case where the poet begins an idea, 

:and before he com.pletes :Lt, he inserts another thouc;ht and then 

returns to the ori~inal idea. 

The Thirteenth Section: Image :ey a.nd ::3 :i.r.o.:11 e ~ 

:Poetri use im.&1.cte:ry unce,a.singly. S:Lm:Lle :i.B used with the • 

as ):l.n:\.t CJ ·.w..Y.:>; or without the 
) i :> as 'il'(lil' il')~' '>1..<" 

The Fourteenth Section~ Words added for the sake 

~I )_\JJ ~ ,ft\ )..J\ # 1 ~ ' a 1 ~ t.> 
of the metre. 

The ]!'ifteenth Section: ~'l..:ii1 Jr.> t\'~l'il J?aradox:Lca1 e:x.ception: 

When the IJoet beg:Lns to prai(38 a man, und b:r.:i.n:);s :Ln a quali:fyj.nr~ 

or annulline; e:x.p:renr:d .. on like 'but'- a:J though to say that there 

are these good qualities- 'but' •••.•.• -and then continues with 

even greater :pra:i.r:ie. (e.ge "he is a good man? ·but b.e gives aJ.l 

his money to char:tty"). In other vnnds, the e]{cerrt:i.on c;:i:ve1u, 

proves the rule! 



The Sixteenth Sections 

·i·n ~1•B CC)l'TSE' 01Q ·v-r~1t'1v1ry .·.·1.+ ~LR •,.',C) 1.~1e•+·.i ... '.,·1e••.~ nec1°c.~8P,ry t<J .1.'.ndul~.-e in ... v ... _., <-~ ·, ... v ...... i.'"'' v ,. ,., •. u "' ~ '-'~='-' ,,, 

Ta1rnucl this h:.; known ar:i 'It l..il 111.u$. In the exam.p1es which he 

glV<'.rn, he showr:3 his :rat:Lona1 method of }3i1Jlica1 :Lnter1n·etat:Lon. 

He does not dedwbe ::it:range lavvs and fancies fro:m. exa:Zc;erations, 

but regards them as only 1:i.ypetbol:Lca.1 r;,tatements ~ insertecl for 

the :flUJ'.'J)OSB of 8i1.l:pha.fid.s. 

~uotes from Ben Chalpon. 

But the state~ents of the apocalypses are not figurative. 

These he regards as "spokeri literaJ.ly11
• And he further adds that 

he Viho vrnu1d. seek to tc:n:~t thene state::,1entfJ lJy natu.Tal science, 

o:r whose 11eart has any doubt with rec;;a:rcl to their veracity or 

11.. Zecha:r:Lal1 ibr1 JJalE.i111, 11e sa~y·s, vvrote ct 1.JooJ<::, collect:i..JJ.[~ 
11E3 

all t. e mi1·c;1cles ri1entioned in the I~ib.1e (Torah c.i,nd I'rop.:.1ets)., 

IIe, too, testifies that the MesGianic era will come. Even non-

Jew:i.sh phLJ.oso:rl!1e:;rs r::o teBtify. Ar:i.wtotle, in a 1etter to h:i.s 

th[J,t :i.t VJ:i.1J corn.e ~: '.:11.en rn.en vd .. LL live togethe:e :Ln :ren,ce 1"1..nd 

security, ncreein~, in a body, uvon one kins, etc 0 He snys 

t::1ere :Ls a e;ro11.) of tt1.:tn::eJ~s who uu.y that vrnrldly lu),:::rp:Lness 
119 

c axm.ot c OI·W :9-.:£1..:U:.f.. l:.13::·1:n . . LQ. n .. ~.t:!.:l:n£:;.? m1c1. this wor1c1 di c.H:t])}:.1ef~I'i.J e 

1:20 
:cut the 11h:i.lor:rn:0J-ier 0 JDnac ·bcn 3o101;iorL If.:ixaoli, h:i.ro r~:J.·1run o. ,:::;ooc.L 



'.l'hc C>eventcentJ1 ;;Jcctiont 

The Eighteenth Section: 

and 

'l'he :t\fineteenth Section: .Al'5$11Jlili1 'q' Beauty of t:he Begtnrdng 

and Beauty of Transition: 

190 I ex.plain thef;ie two together 'because they are rela.ted~ 1nrc 1 :::1.1c11J 

~at gi·~~ ex~~}Jes from ~cripture~ because all the introductions 

and. conclv.~dons ur:ied in the J~i'ble are exce1.Jent- 1:1,nd there are 

no transit:lons. f3o J w:L11 give exai.nples f:rorn. the later pootu., 

191 (q,uoteB :tbn f3o,ht::,J.) 

19:~~ He wl.1.0 vrriter:i f:eor.i. r:;xperie:mce, vrrites cUf:i:'erently tl.mn he who 

writes without ita And he v1ho th:i.nks o:f evil. or sees evil ·but 

does not do any hi~self, it 

thou:~ht of ito 

:r::e ~;iays h.e sees no e;x·cD,t ·beauty :Ln tranoi ttona1 inr::iertJ.ons ~ 

l9t3 '.Che 'l'vrnnt:i.eth :=ieetionr, >?JJX.11~71 ~,tmil The Uudclen ChEWlGCH 

:no :i.nnt2.nce :i.n Sc:r:i.1·,.tu:re occu:nJ 11 nor ir:J there any inst[mce of 

its use by Jewish poetao J3ut the Arabs 1ove to u:::ie it; c·;ncl there 

nre sm~w faint ll.:.i.nts of ittJ W:Je :i.n IIebrevq to :;,uddcnly o.l.1<:mge 



1g6 fr on1 :i;ira:i. s e to dis i~:)..J:'t;,~; e:uent • .AJ. Do c onfus :i. o:n of lmc o rt a:L n t :i. es 

f3olor10n1> 

He quoter'i "" 1)1'oveI'r) that J1e vrho ~:ivel:i u:i.r..;;clo:m to one no'L 
1;~1 

He quotes a pocr;1 by tb:n Sahal vrhich has long 'been aacribed. 

to 3oloBon ibn Gabirol. 

( -- ) . 
.t G '.LS apt and appropriate to close this analysis with the 

au.'.+ 1'J.o·r 1 r~ Q'l>'.Jn cJoc•'1 l'"' -r1··1 r'"'r··1 ·.,-\J1) ·. vi. ~ , .. . ,,) J. ·'·G .I::'""· cul:', .r. a • .,,..: 0 

11 In th:i.;0 section l h10wo J)reDentecl to youp n.y friend~ (lilcW 

(·~. 0 r"-1 ·:- e' ·;n·r, (»'· U'"' ,_ " ... ,. ('J·11 ·11 .... 1 E•·,-,1 o •1··;- ) , "'" .1? ,.c .L· , L, '·'' L, ,, .Y . c•·'· .k. •.. J. ,) :i.:ncLi.cat:Lorrn ~1::; to the UBe of t.ne 

va1·:L0Lrn k:i.nd.s of poetry ;1,ncl r11etol':i.c ~ tLat they may ·.~ui.dc you 



II 

:::.i u f .r. i o c :i:· :o r h :Lrn. ~ proli::-::i.ty if; UJ:J.nocessary e :F1ato says~ When 

you converse v1:i.th one Ydser th:1.n you, :;ive onlJ youJ' :meaning 

r;1.lone 9 :lrj. few vrn:rcls; do not trouble to e:;,:rlat:iate Dx1cl. e:z:plcd.n;; 

but ~~1en you talk to one not so vvir:Je you, CXDlain your statE-

m,ents, so tJrn;t he vdll om11n·ehend the d:i.fficulty v1h:Lch t:rou'blecl 

" him. at t:::1e Dtart. He who cannot hope to give his full menning 

in many wordE'l, :Lt is be~'!t that he "be nig;:;ard vd.th them. 

Irovv that my· work is co:n11)leted I must aok the read.er to 

pa:.r.don rn.e if he f:i.:nd.s it 1aok:Lng r.:i,nd. :poor in thougri.t. Should. 

one ask me to wri·te at length on this subject and explain all 

the details (even vvere 5.t IJOsr;d.bJ.e to do th:i.;3), I would not 

"be . able to do it c om:r1let ely, and I would d.e'tmse myfJelf. Tli.e 

man who GpeakEJ "briefly :Ls thanked fo:r. whatever benef:L t ifl der:i.ve(). 

from rds words. One who 001111J1etes hiB work, '.:11thouc~r1 he has not 

succeeded in every respect, has meant well, and we reward for the 

good he has aqco:m1:ilJ.sr.i.edo He who ends hio discourse is to be 

prai r3ed and :!:1011.ored, c:~nd he who finishes vvhat he set out to do? 

1-,.-.c ·1-1·'1 ·t· ·1-·1·1c' --1a·"'].r ''c1u 0 re~·ty· A x··e·,·v•'r-~:rc~. ""'J_ or· ·1 
.. J."''rJ'_n.t"'.-.,, .• J'.Ft P. ·.f.':i·_·t·tJ'.n. : .. 1~· 

. ~(.VI.) J. ··' J Ld • .'; .u ... c :..... p -, o... . • . B '_,_ ; - u .J , v "" C·U .. ~~ 

clinmx. He ·who ad.mi ts h:Ls sho:rtoom:Lng!il, is forg::i.ven them, s:Lrrne 

he him.self recogn:i..zef3 them,f and he who is aware of !d.G ovrn fail"."' 

• 1 . ines soon remer.Jes ti1emQ :cut one 1 s n 'J ' l a1 .. :1.ngs may oLi.ng to h:i.m, 

an.CL he th:i.nks that J.1e doC~fJ wel1 and r:i.gJlt;; tne clefeeto of such 

DXJ. one wil1 not lea:v·e h:i.m 0 And :i.f I have fa:iled to ex.plain that 

v1h:Lch :t 11avo int ended, I 11.ave not f aLLed to rely upon the trut11; 

., 
('},11(!. :Lf J h:::•,ve fallen r3ho:i:·t I a1n not tb.o f:i.rr3t to 'be deceived b;y 

rnnbi t :J. on. V>fe :;c;l1ou1.d j u<l,c1·e (:;\ IJlan ·by h:.i. fl :.Lntent 9 :rc{,tJ.1e:c than "by 
( ,~ .. > 

c on:;ra tulated :myself upon t~he 11a}!PY outc orn.c of i::iorneth:i.ng vrh:i.ch 
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unfortunate conclusion of BOjnething w11.:i.c~h I cou:ro.:~eously lJeGan. 
11 

If I have not succeeded in aoh:Leving any (3oaJ. ~ I or:1,n take :\'.'efuge 

:i..n God.
9 

·who w:Lll pity ;],nd fo:rc;ive ri1c. He, may He lJe exa1ted 9 

vd11 pJ.n,nt in youT hen,:rt tJi.e clef.dJ"(;) to aoquLre t!::.e good qualities? 

and. secure no'b1e :pri1.1.c:i.T<J.eE1 ~ He w:i.11 r~:i.ve you an o:i~n;:1x·1 ent of 

g:r.a,ee V'rhen you avo:Ld cUf.i,:::;:eaoe:f.'ul th:i.n::~El 9 cmcl. you. vrill 'brin:.'; 

ple~sure to ~lJ. ~10 behold you- as it io written (rrovcx~s 23~16) 

I 
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Notes on Chapter I 

l. •spanish Islam•, P.A. Doz,. London 1913. pp.445t. 

2. •A Literary History ot the Araba•, R.A.Wicholaon, 

New York, 1907. p.412 

3. Nicholson, op.cit. p.414 

4. Dozy, op. cit. p.608 

ibid. 

6. ibid. 

7. Graetz, H. •aeschichte 4er Juden•, Leipzig 1861 

Vol. VI. p. 135. 

8. He ia Tarioualy known aa Abu Harun Kosea b~n Jacob ben Ezra 

{Wolf, Bibl. Hebraeae, Vol. III, p.3). Samuel DaTid Luzzato, 

in t he 1bl Dl~, Vol. Pl, p. 65, giTea the Tarioue inecrip­

tione by which he designates himself in his piutim; e.g. as 

I"~ ii"~;~,, 'l."):l 1lUJr>; }"~ J>t:J /l.• il<CID; ~» ' f.l iUl.Jil 'D; and 

once as '".J2t'l4 ~>JJ \~1l l.l1' · ~)l. 11wr> • He is sometimes known 

ae 1' l Oil (Dulcea, •Jloee ben Ezra aue Granada" p.l, note 1). 

Wolf, in hie Bibliotheca Hebraeae, Vol. I, p. 884, giTea hie 

father's name as Isaac, following, according to Dulcea (loc. cit. ; 

the statements ot the ~ ))(>a ~'wS~. There can be, howeTer, ao 

doubt that hie father's name waa Jacob, aa i• pointed out by 

Sachs {"Religioae Poeaie der Juden in Spanien• . Berlin 1845, 

p. 2??, note 1.) 

9. Jewish Encyclopedi~, Vol. XI, p.24; Article- •samuel Ha-nagid•. 

10. Graetz; loc. c!t. 

11. 1~ Qlj Vol. IV, p.89. Thia ie section 124 of the Diwan. 

Luzzato says, "a poem of condolence to Abu Omar and Abu 
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Ibrahim, the aona or Kaehcaran, !or their mother who died 

in Iyar 4898 (1138); and trom here ia t he proof ~hat 

H. b. E. lived until close to 114,0'~ 

12. Section 173 or the Diwan, aa given in ,l>Jt D'~• Vol. IV, p.92. 

Luzzato points out how errors in chronology can perpetuate 

and magnify themselvea.· 1n hia diacuaeion or t he dates or 

K. b. E. in 11>JI If\.>, Vol. IV, p.66. The author or 

1·011• aaya that K. b. E. died •close to 4840 (1080 )• •• 

(ed. Filipowaki, London and Edinburg, 1858, p.217.) Thia 

date, according to Luzzato, waa t&ken by Ganz in" lll 11>! • 

and from him by Wolr. The latter mia-read the Hebrew date 

( aJ\J\ ) , reading the '•em' as a • aamekh' , and ao he gi Tea 

the date ot the death of K. b. E. aa 1100. Thia is, of 

course, untenable, because in the Poetics , he mentions a 

date aa late aa 1123 (p.75). 

13. Graetz; op. cit. VI, 134. 

14. H. Steinechneider, •Arabiache Lteratur der Juden", Frankfurt, 

1902, Par. 101, p.149. 

15. Poetics , p.72. 

16. Graet~; op. cit. Vt, p. 135. 

17. Oited in lDJr l,.l Vol. IV, p.83. 

18. Poetics, p. 34. 

19. K.C., Vol. IV, p.92, section 177. 

20. Sacha ; op. cit. p.278. 

21 . Poetics; p.136 

22. Ibid. p.33 

23. Ibid. p.83 

24 . Ibid. p.83 
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26. 

27. 

29. 

30• 

31. 

32. 

33. 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. 

Ibid. 
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Ibid. 
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pp.88,89 

p.71 

p.74 

p.90 

34. Dukes; o:p. cit. pp.8-14 

35. Cited bu Dukes, op. cit. p. 20. 

36. .J.Jn. VI, p. 526, Art. 11 Moeea ibn Ezra" 

37~ Dukes, op. cit. p.5. He later identifies this work with the 

tv '<II ~>Jt , in note in /'' ':S Vo~. II, p.118. 

38. .TE, VI, Art.; "Moses ibn Ezra". 

39. Wolf. op. cit. III, p.3. 

40. K.C. IV-, p.80f. 

41. Introduction to "Poetics", p.10. 

42. 

43. 

44. 

J1n Vol. VI, art. "Moses· i bn Ezra". 

Graetz; op. cit. VI. p.391. 

Duk:es·, in note in /''~ i Vol. II, p.117. Possible, but not 

probable; he bases hie statement on the fact that »"1i and c 
the author of ,,,. 1~.:>t'l q\1.ote a comment of his. :But these 

may have been taken from the Poetics. On the other hand, 

this may be the work described by Wolf' (Bibl. Hebr. III, p.3) 

as No.599 of the Huntingtonian MSS, "an explanation of many 

:places in Sacred Sripture, done by Ab.U'Harun11 • There seems 

to have been some confusion, either in the cataloging, or 

in the information used by Wolf a.nd Dukes. 



45. Introduction to Poetics, p.10 .. 

46. Poetics, p.71 

4?. Ibid. p.81. 

< 48. Ibid. p.116 

49. !bid. :p.119 

BO. Ibid. p.77 

51 Ibid. :p.98 

52. Ibid. pp.97-98 

53. Ibid. pp.99-100 

54. Ibid. p.46 

5r~ o. Ibid. p.46 
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57. Ibid. p.56 
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69. !bid. p.157 
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Note@ on Chapter II. 

1. Poetica, p.75 

2. Ibid, !ntroduction, p.21 

· 3. Ibid. Introduction. p.26 

4. ed. Filipowski, Lon4on 1857, pp.202, 229 

5. Cat. Bodledi.ana; Vol. II, Col.1801 ff. 

6. The identification is baaed 011 the following :passag® in 

the ron fl , p • 202 C Jl j '!> ~ ')~I.) il ~I ~\II~ $,\I .l ')TJ A \JI ;. il i> t")(/ 
,.})"flt JJ'f'. 1'f.>IQJf.> /) 1 il'1J il(>Vl.1 'Jl'JX'11 •n 

and this passage in the Poetivs, :p.58: il 
1

1-.1111 , Li111> .u' 

W'Hu '., ;11.!J , t•.:>..J ) 11;1 } · ~ ~l-X . i61\U TJ i7 , ii "II(> UJ J.') -v I) n x \)) 
(Y'i71 

1ll.>)J' ~til l'J· )IX.( "Xi1 1Jl1 il.>1,-. 11"tl.lll '~J,Ji,lf/I i17>li1 
• iJ~·l.~il J.Jl'TJ~.1 )'l'>lO>n ,)Jl.Jl:1 I 'tiit "ol~~.Jll/ >'~,:i 1P11J1 '() .)ll';d jD •) ::s 

Here M. b.E. says that Rabshakey.n was not a Christian~ because 

·he lived before the rise of Christianity. The Talmud San-

hedrin 60a says that he waa a TOIP -a renegade J"ew. 

It doee,hbwever; seem far-fetched to identify a work by a 

single statement, which after all concerns a character men­

tioned in Scripture, and which, therefore, might have been 

mentioned by any Biblical commentator. The statement, i teelf', 

is not original with M., b. E., but was taken by him from 

Hai Ga.on. 

The other :passage in /'bll I' mentioning ~1~il ~1.:!1UK is on p. 229. 

It concerns the scholars who lived :from 940 to 1040. He 

names Dunash b, Tamim of Khairowan; Dunaah b. Labrat of' Bagdad 

of the stem of Alfaai the Nagid; ibn Shesheth, his pupil; 

Menahem b. Saruk of '.T.
1ortosa and c ordoba; Isaac i bn Giki ti la; 

Isaac b, Saul b. Gikitila; and other scholars, all preceding 



Samuel Ha-nagid. This passage continues with the chrono1ogy, 

but the quotation must be taken as end.ing with the words: 

II 

in order to keep it within the limit of 940~1040. 

Graetz (op. cit. VI, p.,392) takes a much larger section 

aa the· quotation, and then remarks that there is an error in 

chronology! 

disappears. 

By ending the quotation with Samuel, this error 

The quotation cited by /'Cfll' firom the )91..>i1 ~1:iw~ parallels 

the order of the names given in the Poetics (p.64), though 

some have been omitted in the j'6/ll' ~ There may have been 

a Hebrew translation of the Poetics; but my own feeling ia 

that there was not, for, if it had been translated into 

Hebrew; it would have been very popular, and would have 

been preserved • 
. 

7. There are eight questions. According to this descriPpion 

the last three are classed as orte. 

8. Cited by Dukes, op. cit. pp.5,6. 

9. Dukes, op. cit. p.5 

10. Hia olassification ia juat one century behind the correct one! 

11. 

Perhaps he mis-read a Hebrew date in one of his sources. It 

is e-v:idently ta.ken from a. H'llfbrew source, since he begins the 

claasification with 840 (probably the Hebrew date was 

meaning the 46th Century, 840ff!). 

! have already pointed. out that he confused the works. 

See Ch• I, note 37. 

12. Graetz; op. cit. VI, p.391 
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13. Ibid. loc. oi~. 

14. Jlunk, K.s. :•Notice sur Aboul Walid Jlerwan ibn Janah" 

Paris, 1851, p. 58, note. 

15. REJ Vol. XXII, 1891, p.itd p. 236. 

16. Poetics, p.35. 

17. Ibid. p.35. 

18. REJ Vol. XXII, 1891, p.249 

19. Poetics, p.29 

20. Ibid. p.132 

21. Ibid. p.67 

22. Ibid. p.153 

23. Ibid. p.165 

24. Ibid. p.5'7 • 
25. Ibif. p.162 

26. Ibid. p.59 

27. Ibid. p.86 
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Notes on Chapter III. 

1. Poetics, p.34 
2. I have not been able to identify this writer, unless he be 

ibn Khidani, mentioned in Nicholson, op. cit. p.J.05, note 1. 

3. son of the Caliph al-Mu' tazz. Lived 861.-908. He composed 

the first important work on Poetics, "Ki tabu 'J. ... Badi" 

~icholson, op. cit. p.32~) 
4. Perhaps Hatim of Tayyi {Nicholson, op. oi t. 85-87). 

5. I'bn Haahiq, lived about 1070, wrote an 'Umda on ·the art of 

6. 

7. 

a. 
9. 

poetry. (Nioholson,op. cit. p.288) 

Lived in the latter part of the ninth oEmtury (LRA, p.286). 

He wrote ;:}1'.Bool<: of Poetry and Poets" (Ki ta.bu 'l-Shir wa- '1-

Shu' ara). It is significant that of the. five Arab writers 

whom,M.'b~JTI.,memtions her~, three wrote treatises on poetry. 

we do not have to seek :far for his :inspiration. 

Thia passage shows that he was no·t a Biblical exegete, a.nd 

oausea us to doubt whether he wrote a commentary. 

This is the pre-Mohammedan era. ... .-1 

Known in Arabic. as Ikhwanu~l-Safa. Thia was a fraternai. 
' 

group, which attempted to harmonize authority with reason, 
-' 

and to construct a universal system of religious philosophy. 

They compiled a great encyclopa.edio work in fifty traotates. 

It is fJ~om this, evidently; that our author qu,otes. The 

name means li teralJ.y, 11 The True Friends" (I .. HA, p. 370 ff.). 

Malter (in a note in JQ,R -new series~ Vol. II, p.456) 

co:m:rnents that they are not referred to by name in Hebrew 

writings, except in the W(!'l.rH1 -..qo. Our work was written 

'\ . 

\ ' ,._ 

~~~----------------llilliiilllii ... --.,•~•·•==-1z1·~1~1-1-1~-.--.. 11-·maiiiliii 



in Arabic, and is, thewefore, no exception. 
' 

10. This is an Arab writer and traveller named 'Ali b. Husayn, 

who lived in the first half of the tE:mth century. Only 

a remnant of his voluminous works has been preserve.d. (LHA, 352). 
I 

11. This is the fam.ous Jewish soldier and poet who wa.s noted for 

his faithfulness. The story ia given by Nicholson (LHA, p.84~ 

where he is described as an Arab of Jewish descent, and a 

Jew by religion. Wellhausen seems to think that he was a 

Jew of Arabj.c descent- or in other word.a, a proselyte. (This 

is quoted in JQ.R -o.s- Vol. IX p.Z36). This would be borne 

out by· the statement of :M. b. ]1. on :p. 49: 11 
•••• perhaps 

these poets were Arabs who ~~dopted Judaism!'. ·He lived in 

the middle of the sixth century. (Steinschneider, A.L.d.J. p.4) 

12. He was probably a convert to Judaism. (steinschneider, in JQ.R 

old series, Vol. XI, p.609, note 1., says that he was probably 

"a Muali·rn11 , but he must have changed his mind about him later, 

beos,use he includes him in his "ArabischE~ Li tel'.'atur der 

Jud en" ( p. 6 ) • 

There is no direct proof that these conversions took place, 

but there are very strong tradi tj.ons, and this statement of 

M. b. E.'s would tend to strengthen these traditions. Accord­

ing to Noeldeoke • the greater part of the Jews of Northern 

Arabia probably were the descendant of Arabic proselytes. 

Wellhausen doubts whether a number (of Araba) ••• worth mentioning 

adopted Judarusm. ('I'.hese opinions are quoted by steinschneider 

in JQR -6.s.• Vol. IX, p.236). 

14. I have been able to find no work to identify with illl.JliT J1/1J71 • 
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Perhaps the Arabic title from which Halper translated this 

might be identified. The 0U1er work is probably the " 16J 
i}jl1ql rrf~ 7•;s,'I I )1)\11$~ 11 described by Steinschneide:r. 

(A.L.d.J. p.109). In his "Polemische und Apologisohe Litera• 

tu:r."-, Leipzig 18?7, Steinachneider cites an extract from this 

work, on page 10$. 

15. It ia not known whether he lived in the ninth century or 

the tenth. Only fra.gments of his work have been preserved. 

It is probably the oldest of the Jewish theological writings. 

( t i h id AL d J ~N d "P 1 d A 1 L1"t. 11 .68). S e nso ne er, •••• Pa~'' an o a un po • . 

~.6. One of the greatest and. raost original of Arab :poet~. He 11 ved 
• 973 - 1057. The work referred to lby M. b. lTI. is 11 al-Fusul 

wa- '1-Ghayat" • 

. 17. The Arabic title of this work is 

was cited by Kowkowzow,. (A.JJ.d.J. pp,145,146) 

18. He was known as a Hebraist, but this shows t.hat he knew 
. 

Arabic as well. He lived in the raiddle of tb.e 10th century. 

M. b. E. designates him as J).~~.uf 1<. 'rhe meaning o:f' t'.his 

term is unknown. (cf. A.L.d.J. pp.72,73) 
,, 

19. Greek physician and philosopher. J_,ived in latter part of 

second cll'.lntury. He is quoted fr~quently by M. b. JI:. ( JE, V ,548) 

20. Abu Bakr al-Razi, a famous Arabic physician who died about 

923. (LHA p.361) 

21. Very little is known of h±m beyond the fa.ct that he put· 

the Psalms into Arabic verse. (A.L.d..J. p.111) 

22. This is the passage ~h±ch is used as basis for identification 

of this work with the '>~Oil fr,IV>t • 

23. I have found no verification of this statemenj;. 
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There was no king of this name. This·may refer to 

Dhahhak who was governor of Damascus about 680 (Dozy, op. 

cit. pp.71-75). He e11gaged in the coup d'etat following 

the death of Mu'awiya II in 683 (Dozy op. c:i.t. :pp.69,70) 

and. was killed shortly therfee.fter. 

Cf. Targun1 to Obadiah 1: 20 

This -was a common tradition am.ong the Spanish ilews, that 

they had been there since the exile. But there ia no 

evidence of the truth of this tradition. 

27. This is accurate. The Arabs came to Sp~in in 711; the 

Goths had conquered the Romans in the beginning of the 

fifth century. 

Walid ca.me to the th'.r'one in 705. (Dozy, op. cit. p.lJ.5) 

By Umjah he means, of course, the Omayyads. 

29. This is the only insta.nce i:n which he uses the Arab cal-

31. 

oulation. He gives all :tu. other dates anno mundi ~'l1Ji'l J1t·11P) 
. 

Lived about the beginni.ng of the eleventh century. Fou:rn.der 

of the science of Hebrew grammar, inasmuch as he was the 

first to attempt to prove the theory of the tri-literality 

of verbs. (A.L.d.J. p.118). 

·By the 47th century, he must mean the century beginning with 

the year 4700, just as we might say 'the nineteen hundreds' 

to refer to the twentieth century; because Hasdai lived 

after 940. 

32. He was born about 915 c.E. and lived until 970, or 990. He 

served the Khalif Abd~al-Rahman III and his successor ' 

Hakam II. (~E Vol.VI. p.248, and Mmui: Margolis and Marx 

Cf. .T.E Vol. VI, p.249 

-----------------------
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34. Cf. Note 30 supra. 

35. Thia work is unknown. 

36. Born about 920, died about 990 (Rabinowitz transl., of Graetz 

op. cit. Vol.III, p.352, note 1.) 

37. Unknown, except through several isolated references. If he 

38. 

was a pupil of Dunash, he would not be the Shesheth to whom 

Graetz refers in a note (in German edition 1861, Vol.VI, p.392) 

as living 1131 - 1203, or over 150 years after his teacher! 

Born 910, died 970. , An opponent ,of Dunas~/ (Rabinowitz transl. 

of Graetz op, cit. Vol.III, p.349, note l)~ 
...... -

39. Identj.fied with Joseph ibn Abitur. J.,,ived at the end of the 

tenth century. (A.L.d.J. p.ll?) 

40. J~i ved a.t the beginning of the eleventh century. This passage 

is cited by Steinschneider.(A.L.d.J. p.121) 

41. A contemporary !bf the preceding man; teacher of Jonah ibn Janab.. 

(A.L.d.J. p.120) 

42. Nothing is known of his life. Some of his poetry has been 

published in the ) 111Ji7 ))llJJ, B11ody and Albrecht, London, 190,6, p.7. 

Ka.pron is probably a Spanish name. (Steinscl:lneider, in JQ,R.•o.s. 

Vol. XI, p.607) 

43. Unknown. 

44. Bacher identifies him with Alrn.utanna.bi (Bacher, "Leben und 

Werke des Abulwalid Merwan ibn Ganah", Budapest, 1S85. p.4) 

But this cannot be so, since M. b. E. cites Almutabi a little -
farther on. Nothing seems to be known of him. (cf. A.L.d,J. 

p. 122). 

45. Unknown 

46. Contemporary of ibn Janah (Bacher o:p. cit. p.5) 
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47. Known oaly through this citation. (er. Bacher op. cit. p.5) 

48. Lived before and after 1100. Pupil of LeTi ibn al-Tabban. 

(A.L.d.J. p.145) 

49. Se~ note 44 supra. 

50. This passage is almost t he extent of our knowledge about him, 

though Bacher mentions him (op. cit. p.2) and the JB Vol.VI . 

51. 

page 621. The comment ot K. b. E • . ia interesting. Was he 

the first professional poet among the Jews? 

Dozy, op. cit. pp.495 ff. K. b. E. refers to t . e schism 

bet•een Hishan II and Ibn Aa1 Amir, which caused c ivil war­

f are for about twenty yeara, causing the dissolution of the 

caliphate. 

52. The statement of K. b. E. is not explicit, as to whether he 

was bo~n in Merida. It might mean that hie family was ex­

tracted from thence, as lLargolis and Karx ta.ke it. (p.315). 

53. Dozy, op. cit. pp.650-653, pictures hi.Ill as a Tery haUght7 

character. 

54. Dozy giTes this date aa Dec. 30 , 1066 (op . cit. p.653 ) as do 

lL & M p.321. I do not know what their authority is; but I 

am incli~ed to accept the statement of » . b. E. especially 

when he gives a detai led date, since he seems to be sane and 

conserTative in all his etateaenta. The r0111' >90 (ed. Filip­

oweki, London 1857 , p.229 , gives t he date as t he 9th of Tebeth 

4827. Thia would be Dec. 30 , 1066. K. b. E. giTea the 

20th of Tebeth, which would be Jan. 10, 1067. But both -
u. b. E. and Zacuto a~ it was on a -" ~"' • and Jan.10,1067 

was on a Saturday, while Dec. 30 , 1066 was on a Tuesda.y! 

(C onversions of Jewish dates to Julian calendar aoo1zid.1ng 
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to Raab-Univeraal-Kalendar, Budapest 1885). 

55. Known only through this citation. 

56. Zunz (Literaturgeschichte der Synagog&len Poesie, Berlin • 

1865, oa p.187) identifies h im with Isaac ben Saul ot 

Lucena (See note 41 above), but the latter was from Lucena, 

and this one ia from Cordoba. 

5?. Perhaps thi• is Abu-Qaar ben Kumiel, for whose wedding 

•· b. •· write• a poem (Luzzato, in K.C. Vol. IV, p.92). 

Abu Ollar 1a the Kunya ccmmonl7 coanected with t1ae ·111111e of 

Joseph. (Steinaohneider in 3~ -o.a.- Vol. XI, p.486). There 

is also a possibility, therefore, of connecting this man 

with Joseph ·~· aentioned by Zunz (op. cit. p. 575, no.136) 
latte?' 

Perhapa this,.i• the very 11&rriage song troa the Diwan of 

JI. b. E •• 

58. Known only through citations. (Cf. JE Vol .I, p.144) 

59. Lived in the latter part of the eleventh cent\ll'Y. 

(Steinschneider, A.L.d.J. pp.137-138) 

60. Unknown 

61. Unknown 

62. Unknown 

63. Contemporary of Samuel Ha-nagid, brother of the gr&11111&rian 

Alwalid ben Ckaadai (cf. note 46 supra). (Graeta, op. cit. 

Vol. VI, pp.53, 54.) 

64. Al-Fahdhil (the excellent) Musa ben Al fahdil ben Chasdai 

i a mentioned in MS. Bodl.IUldter 2328. (Steinschneider in 

J~ -o.s.- Vol.XI, p.586) 

65. ,~~'ii:> cited by Zunz (op. cit. p.215) 

66. This is another bit of evidence toward the theory that he 
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died at the age of thirty. K. b. E. liTed close enough to 

his time to be ta.ken as an authority. 

67. Teacher of .. b. E. Since he died in 1089- we aesume that 

K. b. E. was not born much after 1070. K. b. E. citea him 

ae grammarian, but according to Steinechneider (A.L.d.J. p.136) 

hie linguistic works are not known. 

68. Unknown 

89. Thie ie Isaac b. Baruch b. Jacob ibn &1-Balia, born 1035, 

died 1094. Under the Abbadid Caliph al-Kutamid (lt>e9-1091) 

he served ae court astrologer and counsellor. (A.L.d.J. pp.131-2 

70. Born 1043, died 1103. (Zunz, op. cit. p.201) 

71. Thie is the faaoue ~·l, cOllBllentator on the Talmud. 

72. Graetz, quoting Abraham ibn Ezra, s-.ye he was from Granada. 

(op. cit. Vol. VI, p.434). Abu Suleiman ie the Kunya for 

David. (JQR -o.s.- Vol. IX p.623, no.7) 

73. His name in· Hebrew ie JJ)nJ fi lt.11~' (Dukes, "K. b 1 E. aue 

Granada" p.103). Graetz aaya he was rabbi in Seville. 

(Graetz, op. cit. Vol.VI, p.123) 

74. Flourished at the end of the eleTenth century. (A.L.d.J. 

pp.138-143) 

75. Could this be Abu'l-Rabi ibn Ja'iach whom Steinechneider citee 

as an Arab lexicographer? (JQ,R -o.a.- Vol.XII, p.605). If eo, 

the ·date he givee, 1345, ia far removed from actuality. 

Kentioned by Judah Alhariz1. (quoted in 

.>•S"'•'il ~·>1VJ Oi1 i1 ..All40 Warsaw, 1923, p.10) 

77. 1077-1141. Graetz does not mention that he was born in 

Granada. (Graetz, op. cit. Vol. VI, pp.127-128) 

78. Cf. JE Vol.VII, p.339. 
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79. Unknown 

ao. Known only through auch references. (cf. Graetz, op. cit. 

Vol.~, p.134, note l) 

81. Unknown 

82• Unknown 

83. Unknown 

84. Composed a grammatical work; that ia if the identification 

or Graetz ie correct • (op. cit. Vol.VI, p.132 note 1) 

85. Friend of x. b. E. (Graets, op. cit. Vol.VI, p.123) to whOll 

he addressee a laudatory poem in hie Diwan, Bo.145 (quoted 

in K.c. Vol.IV, p.91). 

86. Cf. Zunz (op. cit. p.216) and A.L.d.J. p.151. 

87. Judah ibn Gha.Yath, eon of Isaac (teacher or K. b. E.) 

(cf. Graetz, op. cit. Vol.VI, p.133) 

as. Poet, physician or early twelfth century. (cf. Graetz, 

op. cit. Vol. VI, p.119). 

89. Probably Judah Ha-LeTi. 

90. Abraham ibn Ezra (JQ,R -o.a.- Vol. IX, p.619) 

91. Unknown 

92. LeTi al-Tabban, early 12th century. (A.L.d.J. p.1~5) . 

93. Pupil or preceding man; probably worked in comparing Hebrew 

and Arabid grammatical torme. (A.L.d.J. p.145) 

94. Unknown. Cf. Note 84 aupra. 

95. er. Zunz op. cit. p.2~8, and JQ.R -o.a.- Vol. XI, p.149, 

no. 391. 

96. Unknown 

97. Thia well illuatratea hie Jewish conaciouenesa, which 

approaches chauvinism. 
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98. ct. Aboth II18 

99. LiTed circa 950. Arab phlosopher of Turkish descent. 

His full naae waa Abu Naar Al-farabi (Nichol:!5on, op. cit. 

p. 360). 

100. According to Steinachneider (A.L.d.J. p. 132) Ma'lial]. 

wrote for Samuel an account of H&i 'a method of daily lif1e. 

101. Ibn Abbas, Tizier of neighboring kingdom of Almeria; 

He despised Berbers and Jewa. (cf. Dozy, op. cit.pp.610-1616). 

Ibn ~i Kuaai ia to be identified with Ibn Bakanna. 

102. I haTe been unable to identify this among the works liatied 

by Steinachneider, A.L.d.J. pp.139-142). 

103. Thia ia the Persian Ruzbill, known as Abdullah Ibun &1-

Kuquaffa • died about 760. Translated from Persian intio 

Arabic. (Niclolson, op. cit. p.346) 

104. "Abdu'l -Hamid flourished in the latter days of the~ 

dynasty4! (•1~holeon, op. cit. pp.344,345) 

106. The 'nun• nmat be a misprint for a 'gimel~. Al-Jahiz, 

Arabic free-thinker of ninth century. Wrote S'Book of 

Eloquence and Exposition• (op. cit. Nioholeon, pp.346 9 347). 

107. 982-1057. Of Toledo. Physician and crammarian. 

(Graetz, op. cit. Vol. VI, p.53 ). 

108. Physician and writer of the tenth century. The work referred 

to here is probably the • ..A ~~(?>O~ ~1l " deecri bed in 

A.L.d.J. p.40, No.2. 

109. Cf. note 65 supra. 

110. Thia is probably a result of t he quarrel with hie brothers. 

(Graetz, op. cit. Vol. VI, p.135). 

111. Tbis work is the if • .,~., i;t ~S~o"\, described in A.L.d.J. 

p.109, No.9. 
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112. Compare this passage with the one which Nicholson quotes 

from Ibn Qutayba (op. cit. p.28?). This was quite an 

adTance in the standards of literary criticism of that 

age. 

113. An isolated reference to the Karaites. 

114. Halper points this out in Note 9, p.153, of the Poetic•. 

115. .) •Jft~ S1't )•.:n.a~- - cJeecribed in A.L.d.J. p.138. 

116. Thia ia the only direct refernce to Christian literature 

which x. b. E. makes. He was, it eeeaa, not acquainted 

with it to any extent. 

117. It is impossible to translate these terms into English 

equivalents. I haTe tried to point out their meaning 

according to their use. 

118. Thia work eeema to be known only through this citation. 

(cf. A.L.d.J. p.142, no.6). 

119. Thia may be a polemic againet Christian theology. 

120. Cf. note 108 supra. 

121. Halper suggests that this be compared with llatthew 716. 

But the atateaenta are not suffiwiently of parallel intent, 

to warrant our saying tnat K. b. E. quotes the Hew Teatmaent. 

The phrase, •casting pearls before swine", a8¥ be a comaon 

idioa of the Orient. 

122. Halper points this out in note 6, on p.206, of the 

' Poetics•. 



-99-

. Note of the Translat or 

I have translated the follow~ng chapter for t wo reasons: 

firstly, because it is characteristic in style, punctuated •1th 

quotations, and marked by digressions; and secondly, because it 

contains practically all of the material of value to the historian. 

The translation is almost a literal one - faithful even 

to the sentence structure. I realize, of course, that the 

English style will be at fault, but only in this way can I 

achieve my aim - to give t he reader an insight into the manner 

and style of u. b. E. I ask pardon, t herefore , only in t he 

degree in which I have succeeded. 



-100-

The Fifth ~ueetion 

Why the Jews of Spain excell all others in the compoeitiQI) 

of poetry, rhetorical pieees, and letters, in Hebrew. 

There are many reasons for this. Firstly; because they 

are of the tribes of Judah and Benjamin, for does. not Scripture 

say (Ezra 1:5). "Then rose up the heads of the father's houses 

of Judah and Benjamin, and the priests, and the Levites, even 

all whose spirit God had stirred up." And again (Nehemiah 716), 

"These are the children of the province that went up out of the 

captivity of those that had been carried away, whom Nebuckac:lnez~ar 

the king of Babylon had carried away, and that returned unto 

Jerusalem and to Judah, every one unto his city." And t he tribes 

de•cribed above are the inhabitants of the exalted mount, Jeru­

salem, t he Holy City (Kay it be speedily rebuilt!) and ita en­

virons. They are t he exiles who returned from Babylon, and who 

were later exiled into the lands of Rome and Spain, as Scripture 

ea.ye {Obadiah 1:20): "And the captivity of this host of the child­

ren of Isr ael, that are among the Canaanites, even unto Zarephath, 

and the captivity pf Jerusalem, that is in Sepharad ••••••• " And 

we have a tradition that Zarephath ia France, and Sepharad is 

Spain. The latter country is called 'Andalue' in Arabic, siace 

.; t he Ara be connect it with a man named 'Andaleun • , who 11 ved in 

the time of the early king Al'Azdhalc; in Latin it is called 

Iapanta, - it is called after the name of t he man who waw its 

ruler during the period of Roman dominion, prior to the coming 

of the Gothe. His name was Iehpan, and the capital was Seville. 



-101-

The early teachers called that land Spain ( l'D'cnt cf. targum 

to Obadiah 1120). 

There is no doubt that the natiTes of Jerusalem, whoee 

descendants we, the exilee of Spain, are, were superior to the 

inhabitaate of the other cities and villages in clearness of 

diction, and in the traditions of legal lore, as Scripture baa 

it (Deut. 1718 ) 1 "If there arise a matter too hard for thee in 

judgment •••••• then shalt thou arise and get thee up unto the 

place which the Lord thy God SJt•"l choose•. And another passage 

points to thia meaning in explicit terme, though it belongs to 

that class of promises to whoae fulfillment we look forward, 

(Isaiah 213): .. For from Zion shall go forth the Law, and the 

word of God from Jerusalem." And when the Arabs conquered the 

aforement i oned Andalusian Peninsula from the Gothe, who had 

wrested it from the Romans some three hundred years before the 

Arab conquest took place (this was in the time of Al Wal.id bema 

Abdu AlmaJik benu JCarwan of the Syrian dynasty of t:JaJah, in the 

92nd year of the calculation wli.i~htthey call the Hegira) our 

brothers who dwelt on t he peninsula learned from them, in the 

course of time, t he various branches tf learning. After weary-

ing labor, they learned the Arabic language, became scquainted 

with ite literature, probed t he depth and meaning of 1'• writings, 

became expert in their branches of knowledge, and enJ07ed the 

sweetness of thei r poetry. Later, God reTealed to them the 

secrete of t he Hebrew language and its grammar with regard to 

t he weak letters, ( J1:1hi11,o·~·~•.1 IJ' ll'~~· ,.il\JIJJ i'l , >•'U.J• .,,,.~~ -'' '.>~), 
and the letters used in declension, long and short vowele, letters 
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changed in oonjugatioa , and letters elided. 

These rules were explained with clear examples and 

sufficient proofs by Abu Zealaariah Judah b. David Alfaai, 

known as Hayuj, a.nd his conf'reres, may God have mercy on them! 

Their ideas were quickly taken to heart, and many subjects which 

were obscure up to this time were explained s&tiafactorily. 

several aen were stimulated to iDTe•tigate t he speculative 

sciences, and to follow intellectual pursuits, although they 

did not excell in their works. They aerely grew acquainted with 

the art of poetry, understood to some estent its methods, and 

were conscious of its wonderful possibilities. But in the 

cou.rse of the seventh century of the fifth thousand ~ mundi, 

appeared Abu Joseph Hp.adai b. Isaac b. Shaprut (originally of 

Jaen, but he flourished in Cordoba) llay God be gracious unto 

him! At that time, minds awaken•d from their sleep, arose from 

their slumbers, when they saw the works of this princely lead.e~­

hie exalted thought, the nobility of hie generous soul, the 

depths of hie beautiful nature. He dipped ia.•o the wells of 

wisdoa of the •aat; he fetched Pearla of Knowledge from all 

far lands. He strengthened the pillars of wisdom, and gathered 

unto him the learned men from Syria and Babylon. Thinking men 

of hie age sought to develop the wisdom and knowledge which Goel 

had implanted within thea. They wrote excellent book•• and 

collected marvelous subjects. They praised hia in l•tty verse 

and beautiful Arabic proae. They were held in high esteem by 

him, and he mde it possible for them to reach their goal, and 

attain the ends which they sought. 
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The first to write a complete grammar of t he Hebrew lang­

uage, oompreheneiTe and inclusiTe, was Abu Zeoh&riah Judah b. 

David Alfaei (who later lived in Cordoba), known as HayyuJ.· As 

a matter of fact, S~ and others had anticipated him in this; 

but they were not aware of t he rules concerning the weak letters, 

and the letters used in declension. Then, too, a certain man 

from Jerusalem wrote a book on this subject, called" ~~1.::>,l• 
(which, indeed, contains many valuable ideas); but he too followed 

in the steps of the grammarians who preceded him with regard to 

the irregular verbs , and he did not take into account the 

weak letters. Among the writers, authors, and poets were Du.naeh 

b. Labrat Ha-leTi (born in Bagdad, educated in Fez), and ibn 

Shesheth, hia pupil, and 11.enahem b. Saruk of Tortoaa (Who after­

ward 11Ted tn Cordoba), who are known from their works, each one 

according to his abilities. But they did not attain a high de­

gree of perfection, and did not excell in their compositions. 

After them appeared a second group, which surpae••d them 

in virtuouaity and purity of diction, ae for instance, R. Joseph 

b. Santash, known as ibn Ibrahim of 11.erida (he later liTed in 

Cordoba) and R. Isaac ibn Gilcitila, and R. Isaac b. Saul. The 

two latter were from Lucena, and quarreled, but ibn Gikitila 

was sharper and mor e successful, since hie knowledge of Arabic 

literature wae more comprehensive. To that group also belong 

Isaac abu Kapron and Ha-kohen b. Almazram (both liTed in 

Cordoba), and after them Abu Omar b. Ja.ku and Abu Zechariah 

b. Chaninah ••th of Cordoba). At that time, in Lucena, liTe' 

~e leader, Abu'l-walid Hasd.ai and Abu Suleilla.n b ... ahlah 
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and Abu Ibrahim b. Barun. Below them in rank were ibn Abi 

Jaku, called Almatubi, who lived at the end of the period of 

the preceding group, and Abu Ibtahim b. Half on, cer~ainly a 

poet (his father came to Spain f r oa Africa not long ago). 

He was one of tlle first Jewish poets to adopt poetry as hie 

profession, and used it as a spade wherewith to dig. He 

composed poetry in order to receive gifts, and went about 

from city to city, receiving whatever he wished from the lead­

ing men. 

Among the poets aforementioned, and those whol4 I shall 

mention later, were those who composed the best of their poetic 

works without metre, which are read by t .tie congregatien on the 

Day of Aton~ment, and the rest of the seasons, fasta, festivals, 

and holidays. They used a pure, unadorned Hebrew style ( by 

U 1qt 9 ' I mean a style lacking t he various devices which 

I shall describe, with t he help of God, in this work), and 

their compositions did not burden the congregation. But moat of 

t hem did not foll ow in t he footat•ps ot the grammarians. same 

of them adopted the new w113s, and followed the rules of metre, 

and wrote rhymes. Their works resemble the worJs of the Arab 

poets during the period of the unenlightenment, but not those 

of a later period. Several of these early writers, and some 

who followed t hem (and thee~ are greater in number!) introduced 

the sci ence of astronomy, especially the science of the upper 

spheres, into t heir prayers, and burdened tlle Hebrew language 

with things it could not express, until in those compositions 

we pass from prayer and petition to dialectics and argument. 
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But on the other hand, he who took a smattering of theae 

topics, and used them to ornament hie prayer, and beautified 

it, he ia nearer to the proper method (the limit of propriety, 

according to some writers, ia that which approximates truth!}. 

Then came a horrible war in Spain, whose like has never 

been seen, known as the 'Berber War', at the end of the century 

mentioned above. Then all aorta of trit.la and troubles spread 

through the country. Famine spread through the country, high 

prices prevailed in the citiess the bad conditions penetrated 

up to the very gates of the government, ewen to Cordoba, the 

capital. Varied misfortunes passed over this city until it 

.._. destroyed, or rather, al.moat destroyed. Then all learning 

declined, since the scholars had disappeared, and men were 

burdened with th8 troubles of t he times. But when the pressure 

of t he times receded, and men relaxed, another group of poets 

appeared, whose works were delightful, and who~e meanings and 

aims were pleasant. The lead.er and most honored amo11g them was 

the Nagid, R. Samuel, originally of Kerida, educated in Cordoba, 

who flourished in Granada. Hie poetry is like a bubbling spring, 

s t udded with pleasing worda, !ull of shadings, !ull of content, 

beautifully constructed, original in t hought, and sparkling in 

st71e. He created many new ideas. All this ie evident from hie 

poetic )'Orka: 11 ' ~J' 11, ' i"' p l.i. , Jt 'lile 11' he waa the 

greatest, the beet stylist, and clearest among all these poets. 

These works he wrote when he was past Jlliddle age, and it has 

long been a.aid that a man's works testify as to hie character. 

Hie book, u•i..n fl· , contains only prayers and petitions, 
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written in unique rhyme and rhythm, which haTe been uaecl by no 

a poet either before or after him. He applied himaelf to thi• 

work with extraordinary zeal, and worked hard t• otnament hie 

expressions. He introduced into hie work many parables of 

Arabia and Persia, philosophy, the flowered thought of Taniehed 

peeplea, and the maxim• of our early pious sages. All theaa 

t hings he decked in beautiful style and clear exprea•ion. The 

poets of hie generation who etroTe to imitate him, and followed 

hie method, did not succeed in thie • and they are like the a·,,l~.:>r.> -

(early Arab poets) who liTed in the ,eriod between the pettod of 

unenlightenment, and the rise of Kobammed. With regard to hie 

books, and easa;va, and letters, are they not known fr~ East to 

West1 (has not their fame) reached from shore to shore? Have 

they not reached the leader• of Babylon, the sages of Syria, the 

scholar• of Egypt, the C1' 1 • ./ J of Africa, the prominent aen of 

the West, and the nobility of Spain? In all that he wrote, he 

excelled because of hie brilliant style, and the correctness and 

polish of hie idea•. He clothed hia words and ideas in princely 

beauty and decked them with a aantle of Tirtuosity and oo9ere4 

them with a cloak of wisdom, and ornamented them with beautiful 
wisdom 

.. taphor. In hie age/ was again exalted, after ita fa11• and the 

stare of science shone again, after their light had been dimmed • 

God favored him with an intellect which reached to the upper 

spheres, and penetrated to the stare, for he loTed wisdom and ite 

devotees, and honored his religion and those who profeaaed it. 

He did not discrtmtaate between those who achieTed much and 

t hose who achiev•d little. {Perhaps no discrimination between 

Jew and ~entile~. But since it is J1!f purpose in thia ess~ 
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to explain only that which you asked of me, I will refrain 

from describing even a few of hie Tirtuea, and the nobility of 

hie aoul, and Ida perfection in literary creation. In general, 

this needBno proof, and needs no argument or explanation, since 

he ia reno.aed in all lands, eTery tongue utters hia praise, until 

it ia al.Dloat impossible to enumerate hie admirera, aa Job a~aa 

•Every ear that heard of me praised me.• He, may God !&Tor hbl, 

departed this earthly life at the age of 63, .in the &ighth century 

anno mundi. He had many jealous critics, who came after hilll, and 

fell upon him to find fault with ctmt&in atanzaa of hi• poetry, 

since he was not al~~· meticuloua about the grammatical struc­

ture of Hebrew, and with conJunctives. His enemies fell upon 

him aa wild beasts upon lambs and aa a hawk swoops down upon its 

prey. They reviled him in their. ·ccapoai tions and fell upon him 

in their writ•ings. They took their revenge on him when he was 

in the grave and rent his fleah after he waa dead. The actions 

of men like these are contrary to religion, custom, and upright­

ness, and are not evidence of courage. We have alrea~ spoken 

sufficiently about t he 4iagraeeful quarrel which occurred between 

him, may God be g racious to him, and his opponents. Alld, indeed, 

it is best to be reticent about this matter since the contending 

factions have been gathered to God, and both the oppreaaor and the 

oppressed will seek mercy from His goodness, since He is forgiTing 

and merciful. The strange tning is t hat these men did not for­

give his few errors; they forgot hie fruitful work and his 

excellent creations in a.11 branches Hallacha, and in the science 

ot language, and his labors for the good of the government. It 

did not occur to them that only the fleet horse stumbles, that 
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only the sharp sword wounds, that only the mighty man can 

be humbled. llan is loathsome flesh and blood, a weak creature; 

he remembers and forgets; he aims at his mark anu misses it; 

he hastens and falls behin&. Weakness comes upon him, hie 

hand fails, and he is brought to nought . Where is a human 
. 

t o be found free from error? Plato has said, "When t he wisdom 

of t he sage growe, his mistakes increase." For the knowledge 

of the person of little intelligence comes from the senses, 

therefore his errors are minor ones; but the knowledge of the 

sage comes thDlmgh reason, and therefore hie errors are greater. 

With regard to the ma.xims of RaT Sh'muel ha-Nagid and the 

sagacious parables which are scattered th~ough his multitudinous 

works, no man can cast aspersions upon them. They are more 

renowned and widespread than the miracle upon the mount and 

their splendor is greater than that of the sun at ite zenith. 

He who quotes his maxima without mentioning him as their author 

(whether it be that he wishes to glorify himaelf ae their autha, 

or whether he omits the name through error) is like the fly, 

which leaves a clean plawe to hover over a place reeking with 

filth. Kay God pardon us and them, and forgive t heir sine ae 

well as ours. Praise be to God, who alone is omniscient. There 

is no God besides Jlim. 

Following him, 11• eon, R. 'o••ph (Ka_y God be merciful to 

him!) was raised to the po•itioo of Nagid. He withheld from 

the p9or nothing but hie soul. In hie day, the power of learn­

in g and of the scholars waxed strong. and the sphere of poetry 

and th~ poet• was strengthened. Hie generous gifts opened the 
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aoutha of the dumb. and hie philanthropy caused t he derided 

ones to speak poetically. Not only was he skilled in all de­

tails of the Hebrew language. but he was also master of all 

branches of ~e Arabic language; he .knew its poetry. its 

rhetoric. he knew the history of the Arabs. and its sourcee. 

He studied all these subjects becauee of hie connection with 

the government and the &!fairs of state which they placed upon 

hie shoulders. In his Hebrew poetry he lauds the valor of 

b&ltl•• and praises the spiritual qualities. His poems are. 

as they say. beautiful, but ~hey are f~w. He and a graai 

~ others were killed in Granada on Saturday, Tebeth 21th, 

4827 anno llWldie (1067 c.E.). His death aid not mean merely the 

loss of one man, but the whole atructu.re of the people waa then 

laid low. There waa reason to feel t hat in his death was ancient 

learning aa•&r~4. He and his father lent honor to our people 

and brought us naoh fortuneover a period of thirty fiwe years, 

but those two are gone. All that generation ie vania1led, and 

it all seem.a to ue as a dream that i• pas sed. 

R. Joseph ha-Magid left behind him a young eon who had 

not reached maturity. whose name was Abu Iazr. R. Iaaao b. 

Gayath, may hie memory be for a bleesing, adopted him and 

raised him like hie own son, and lov~d him exceedingly.'And 

this man, God is his portion, baa no equal in hie proficiency 

in Hebrew studies. He compoeed lovely poetry in which every 

reader will find delight because of hie 11.apid flowing style. 

He died when he reaolt.ed his twentieth year, and was buried in 

Lucena, may God accept him. 
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Among the poets and stylists of that generation who 

praised that exalted group (their poems and their praises flow 

freel7 from the lips of those who tell them) were R. LeTi b. 

Saul of Cordoba (who liTed later in Tortoa&), and Joseph b. 

Kapriel of Cordoba (who later lived in Granada), and Abun b. 

Sharar&, of Luaena (who later lived in SeTille), and R. Koees 

b. Gikitila, of Cordoba (who later lived in sarg .. sa. ; he 

occupied first rank among scholars, linguiata, men learned in 

various sciences, and famous authors; be waa nUJDbered among 

the greatest writers and poets of both languages, despite the 

disease which fastened itself upon him and afflicted him when 

he sat among the great); and Abu Iahak Hidjadj of Granada, 

and Abu Ibrahim ben Leb, of Granada, and Abu il-Rebiyah ben 

R. Baruch, of Lucena. 

In thi s distinguished generation lived in the East of 

Spain Abu Omar ben Cbaadai, whose works are few but beautiful. 

To him ie possible to apply the proverb, •Better a little with 

beauty t aan much without it". He ••poeed the famous Kaaidah. 

11P#.j'll if"'CM;\, (•The Orphaned Song•) which he wrote about R. Samuel, 

(Kay hie meaory be for a blessing). The latter retura•d the 

compliment and wrote a laudatery poem about him. The Hagid, 

as usual, composed a poem, excellent in style becauae of the 

purity of hie diction and his power; but the poem of Abu Omar 

is more sweet and pleasing. He was remarkably successful ta 

depictillg hie ideas, and he introduced into eeTeral stanzas ol 

the poem many poetic conceits and devices as, fo~ instance, puns 

imagery, negatives and positives, ~t¥Jtt~i~9t •• . •• , and other 
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eimilar onee. And beeides, he sprinkled it through with artistic 
(1) 

expressions tram Scripture. .lbu Alpetzel • hie eon, inherited 

all hie wisdom, waa well T~raed in philo•PPllY°• was proficient 

in poetry and prose in bothf nebrew and Arabic. In that gener­

ation lived also &bu Alhasean llUsi ben Al-Takanah, known aa 

JJ.ilan, of good lineage and learning; he was excellent in hie 

laudatory writings and clever in hie earcasme. He was killed 

beneath a fallen ruin on the road to Apala, when he was leas than 

thirty years old. 

In those days liTed Abu Ajub Solomon b. Judah b. Gabirol, 

of Cordoba, who wae born in Kalaga, and waa brought up in Sar­

goesa. He fixed the temper of hie spirit and trained hie 111ature 

and droTe out earthly desires and directed his soul toward spirit­

ual matters, after purging it of the diaeaee of ambi~iM, and 

it imbibed according to its capacities, the best of philoeopb,y, 

the natural sciences, and astronomy. The ph.iloaopher says, 

•wisdom is the color of the soul, and it ia impossible to recog­

nize the color of anything until it has been cleansed of its 

dirt.• Plato says, •He whose spiritual quAlit.iee are not good, 

will not be able to attempt tD learn anything." Hippocrates 

would s~ with regard to the nature of bodies which are not pure, 

•In feeding them you add eTil to t hem." Ibn Gabirol, ~ God be 

gracious to him, 11&8 the youngest in years of t ne group of poets 

of hie generation, but he surpassed them all in hie writings. 

Moat of them were good poets; their poems were sweet, and their 

writing• were pleasing. Their rank varied, but they all excelled 

in the beauty of their writings and the delightful quality of 
(1) See note 64 in Chapter III 
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their conceits. Nevertheless, Abu Ajub surpassed t hem all; 

he was a woaderful artiet and an excellent l'riter. He ueed 

hie poetic spirit in marvelous fashion, aimed at the 16ftieet 

ideals and e.chieved to highest thought. Hie style and poetry 

is delightful, and he resemble• the later lloslea poets. He 

is knowia as the exponent of style and the artiat of poetry. 

There is pleasure and gentleness in his words and sweetness 

to their meanings. Ken of learning were drawn to him and even 

those who were jealous of him praised him. He was the first ot 

the Hebrew poete to write t he type of poem known ae y ')<J. 

Thoe• who came after him followed in hie footsteps, ae shall 

be expl&ined further . on, and as is clear to him who reads his 

poetry and comprehends their ••aa&wc•. He pute into hie poetry 

ideas founde~ upon the statutes of the Torah, and which correspond 

to oral tradition (or to the Kabala); as the philosopher, Plato, 

says, 11 The statutes command ue tD perform good deeds, and philo­

sophy explains to us the reasons therefore." The .difference 

between law and philosophy lies in authority. The actions which 

man perf.prma in accordance with philosophy are faulty aad defect­

ive and depend upon laws. But the deeds which man' performa,ac­

cording to divine statutes are complete and perfect and are not 

dependent upon secular authorities. 

To retura to our subject- this 7outh (of blessed memory) 

composed poems of pr~i9e and dirges, and achieved perfection in 

hie ideas; he also wrote poems of exaltation, sweet love songs, 

and ethical poetry, in which he excelled; he also wrote subtle. 

apologetic poems. and sharp sarcastic works. Although he ia 
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counted among the philosophers, because of hia nature and in­

tellect, neTertheleas hie paaeiona ruled hia mind. He could 

not subdue hia anger and prevail over the evil inclinations 

within him. He thought nothing of being praised by great men, 

and then mecking t hem. Plato says, "He who is ruled by hio 

anger, and whose desires draw him on to thoae things wJ;iich 

have been stamped as evil by the intellect, this is eTidence 

that his spirit is weaka it hae no strength or vitality. 11 

The aim of philost»b7 ie to subject the lower inclinations to 

the higner; that ia, the intellect must control all natural 

tendencies. But this form of perfection ie with God &Jione­

may Be be exalted and sanctified. Thia youth died at the 
in Valencia 

beginning of the ei~th century (4800),/after he had reached 
year 

hie thirtieth,/ and was buried there. 

Critics examined hie works, and found them to contain 

errors. But the sympathetic critic will find excuse for him 

in the fact of his youth, and the precipitateness of boyhood. 

I have no need to dwell on hie errors nor c .... at oa thea. )(y 

aim in t his essay ia not to point out the mistakes of the poets 

who preceded me, nor to derogate their word.a, no* to publish 

their defections. Neither ie it my intention to discriminate 

between the good and bad of their poetry. Ky aim ia to present 

their beautiful worke and give my o~inion of their faultaa I 

call attention t o errors, only when it ia neceeeary, and it 

is impossible to avoid mentioning them during the course of the 

discussion. I n a.11 such inetancea, I do not mention the authors 

by name; but merely call attention t o their faults, to warn the 



-114-

reader, that he may not fall into similar error. There is 

no benefit t6 be derived from remembering errors which have 

been mentioned, although the science of literary analysis is 

of great importance in poetic studies, and exceedingly helpful 

in the science of logic; for it has been said: "The analysis 

of a statement is more important than the statement itself." 

and in my work, called t he chJU.il ..n4nJ I found it necessary 

to introduce •••eral of these matters, to refer to them, and 

to establish their truth. 

In the latter years of that generation another group 

of po•t• arose, who followed i .n the footsteps of their_ pre­

decessors, and imitated their works. And at times they suc­

ceeded pre-eminently in composing poems,becauae of the pleaaant­

ness or· ~heir words, the power of their conceits, and the purity 

of their style. The eldest and moat distinguished of that 

group was R. Isaac ibn Ghayath , r1 , of Lucena, the 

city of song, where was both its origin and its fruition. He 

was a well of literary style and a fountain of purity of eJtpres-. 
sion, master both of Hebrew and Syriac. He :wrote essaye anA 

composed brilliant poems. With great delicacy, he praised the 

wise men of his day and bewailed the leaders of hie generation. 

H• wrote many works on Hal\aohah and linguistics and did not 

rest until he had elucidated many varied subjects. He wrote 

more than hie predecessors,_ ethical worka, prayers, songs of 

praise and dirges. 13ut he did not write many metrical poems 

because he was not skilled in the Arab sciences. He used 

pleasing language whose maaning was clear. His poems are read 
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and transmitted from person to person. The few works of his 

which I have are like a drop out of the sea of his works or 

like a spark from his flame. He died in Cordoba in 1089 and 

was buried in Lucena. 

Among the contemporaries and friends of Isaac ibn Ghayatl:L 

was R. Samuel b. Hanina , lt , a man wonderful and noble. Ho 

was pious by nature, and removed himself from worldly pleaeurt~s 

and became expert in the Halacha. He surpassed R. Isaac in 

writing as says, letters and metrical verse; he dipped deeply 

into literature and history. Likewise R. Isaac b. Baruch, ~} • 

of Cordoba, was well learned in the various sciences, expert 

in Halacha and natural science. Besides this, he was an ex­

cellent poe~ and writer. He served the Abuadid dynasty with 

hie extensive knowledge of natural science and astronomy. 

His nature was very noble, and praise of him filled the i ·and. 

He died in Granada in 1094, and was buried in Cordoba. In 

7i that time also lived R. Isaac b. Reuben, , of Barcelona, whc> 

was one of the most noted authorities on the Hal~ha. He aucneed­

•4 admirably in choosing the best things out of the books of 

the prophets and introducing them into prayers. To that geneJ~a­

tion also belongs t he distinguished Rabbi Isaac Fast. Kay Goel 

bring his soul to rest in the garden of Eden and sweeten his 

clods of dust. He had a strong religious feeling, the like 

of which is hard to find, and a brilliant mind ,without equal •. 

His knowledge was deep, iacomparably deep, and his pen was 

facile J one eould not keep up with it. But he wrote absolutE!ly 

no poetry, an~ therefore I do not number him among the poetic 

Halaohists. ·contemporaries of all these were Abu Ajub Suleiman 
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bnu Kuhagar and Abu Alfatalf bnu Ashar, both of them from 

SeTille. Th ey were poets and well vere~d in all the T&rioue 

branches of learning. They were also of noble familtee, noted 

throughout the land • 

.Among the men who were aparing of their worde was Abu 

Zechariah Judah ibn Balam of Toledo, who later liTed in SeTille, 

a sage who guarded hia knowledge and remembered it and who in 

M.e latter d&JB gaTe himself oTer to the study of Halacha . He 

composed excellent commentaries and fine explanations whiah are 

in the hands of the public. He wae successful in separating the 

grain from the chaff, In discarding the husk and retaining the 

kernel, in extracting the beautiful essence of eTerything and 

dispensing with the superfluities, and in summarizing lengthy 

topics. But his irrita-le nature and irascible temper annulled 

his philosophic nature and hie equanimity. No man escaped his 

deTastating temper. He boorishly disseminated the low opinions 

he held of any man, as ie apparent to the reader of hie works. 

I haTe described him as a man whose knowledge ie locked within 

hie head and who can recall it, for there ie a distinction bet­

ween retention and recal l . Retention refers to those things 

which a man heare and knows and which ~emain with him unforg•tten. 

Ae Scripture says, (Deut 416), "And ye 3hall keep them and do 

them•. But recall refers t o tll.bee t h ings which h&Te already 

been forgot t en and are t hen recalled, and therefore, the one 

ia dependent upon the other, as Scripture says, (Num. 15139), 

"Ye shall see it and remember it". It has been said: He whose 

memory is good. can ncall to mind the name and quality ot_&Q7-

thing , and he whose power of recall is good can bring to mind 
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the appearaaoe of anything, and be 11h• has both qualities well 

deTeloped can bring to mind any detail about the ' object. Another 

has saids Recall is to produce things found within the soul by 

probing snd searching. And yet ahother has saids Kemory pertains 

to form and appearance. And in the Ibn Balam mentioned aboTe 

were included most of the aforementioned qualities. 

Among the poets of Toledo was Abu Rarun ibn Abi AlJa'isch, 

and after him Abu Iehaq (Abraham) Alharizi. Among the poets 

of sevill~ were Abu Joeeph b. Kegaa of Granada (who later liTed 

in Seville) and Abu Zechariah b. Abun. At the end of that gen­

eration lived Abu Joseph b. Almara, in Granada• Among the poets 

who composed brilliant poetry and pleasant works was my eldest 

brother Abu T.brahim. He, may God be gracious to him, learned 

to write beautiful ess113"s and delightful poetry, devoting him­

self to Arabic literature. He died in Lucena, in 1121. At 

that time, there lived in the eastern part ot Spain Abu Omar 

ibn Aldajjan. He was a pill ar of t a e Torah and a mountain of 

generosity and nobility of character. He composed beautiful 

pieces on ethical topics in both prose and poetry, after he 

had indulged in varied studies. To that period also belong 

Abu Ishaq b• Pelruda and Abu Suleiman b . Am&, may God be gracious 

unto them. Among the poets was Abu'l Hassan Ezra ibn Elazar. 

The beat pupil of ibn Ghayath at that. time was Abu Omar ibn 

Sahal (indeed, he was among the beat in the whole of Spain), 

who oame of a distinguished family, who had a sparkling intellect, 

who was an excellent writer, and was well versed in Halaoha. He 

was of the cognoscenti, and he always spoke the truth (as the 
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ancients as.ya Truth is the human soul, but understanding is 

the aoul of wisdom. He who lacks the capacity for truth lacks 

all.). The poems of Ibn S&hal are full of tenderness and 

sweetness, but they display power and freedom. They are known 

and read everywhere, and all must give thea consideration. 

He wrote profound pra.,vera, and dirges, aa well as penetrating 

sarcasm. He did not ~eetrain the barbs of his sharp irony, but 

he sent them forth, unrestrained, aa it auited hie fancy. Kost 

of his mockery is directed against those who attack literature 

and disperage poetic efforts. In his descriptions of this group 

he amused his readers and caused them much merriment by the way 

he exposed then. But if he had refrai~ed from such things , it 

woul4 have been to his greater glory. He excelled in anything 

he undertooy. And it has been said that he who can do this, 

even if he be an evil man, will succeed in doing that in whiah 

the good man fails. He waa, JD'7 God be gracious unto him, the 

laat of the aforementioned group of d.istinguished elders. Oh, 

for thpse who have passed away! The world was orphaned in their 

death , and evil came upon man with their departure. It haa 

been saida "The death of the righteous is a benefit to them, 

but a loss to the \vorld". Ibn Sahal died in Cordoba in 1123. 

Toward the end of t hat generation appeared a noble and 

pleasing group of poets , who followed in the path of the sages 

mentioned above . They understood the science of poetry, and 

they composed their poems accord6ng to the manner and laws 

established by their predecessors. They excelled especially 

in t he tenderness and sweetness (of their verse ) and succeeded 
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in composing poeme of utmost perfection, ornamenting th9* 

with imagery and parables. Their metho~ of writing varied, 

just as they varied in rank (it has been saida Ken are ~ike 

the rungs of a ladder, some uppermost, some lowly, some median.) 

But all of them, no matter what city they lived in, were included 

in the circle of beauty, pleasantness, and perfection. The 

leaders of this group were Abu Omar Joseph b. Zaddik ot ·cordoba 

(of fine character, ready to aid his friends; he was well-versed 

in Halacha) and Abu Zechariah b. Ghayath of Lucena (who later 

lived in Granada; his muse 11&8 original, and his knowledge of 

literature was wonderful.). Among the prominent Halachista was 

Abu Ajub Almu'alim of Seville, the city of poetry. His genius 

abone forth, and the gems (of his wiatbma)aparkled. Hie writings 

in both languages were full of magic, and he composed poetry in 

both (languages). 1{ay God be gracious to him! Also Abu'l 

Hassan b. Bao-Levi, who brought forth gems, and composed brilliant 

parables and maxims; and Abu Ishaq b. Ezra, who was of the best 

group of writers and stylists. They were both of Toledo, but 

th~later lived in Cordoba. They achieved the highest degree ot 

excellence in composing poetry after the Arab fashion. Abu'l 

Hassan b'nu Bettas was among the moat noted H&lachiate and poets; 

he was of ancient and distinguished line1ge. The noted teacher 

and sage Abu Alfahin b'nu Altubban waa IUDGDg tile 11t-1'tere who 

composed poetry and eaeaya. The distinguishe.d scholar, Abu 

Ibrahim b. Barun, his diaciple, descended from an honored family 

of pious teachers, was among the group of writers who wrote 

essays in both languages. Abu'l Hassan b. Elazar wa.e a natural 

scientist and a poet. Abu Ibrahim b. Kaahcran was among the 
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poets of good taste, whose works are exact. Abu Said FaradJ 

b. Rasdai, V , was among those who composed many poems 

int~oducing into them beautiful ideas, and who translated the 

choice parts of Hebrew literature into Arabic. Although he 

was of a race of slaves, he was a free man in his nature. 

I met most of these writers, and engaged in discussion 

with the most noted among them; only a few of them are ex­

ceptionally great. Concerning such as these, the poet said: 

• They ere men whose manner of thought approaches mine: 
And though they are scattered oTer the earth, they are 

my neighbors (in spirit)." 

.Among those whom I have mentioned, are to be found many 

who devoted their talents to the wtiting of poetry, liturgical 

poems, and indulged in belles lettres and fine lit~rature. 

They created new ideas, and witty maxims are to be found among 

t heir worksa and we may safely assert about each of them that 

he strikes the truth in his implications. These groups of 

poets are like water: at the o1itset dripping slowly, then 

pouring forth in a gushing stream. It has been said& •Each 

generation has its men•. In the proTinces ment ioned above are 

to be found men who are incomparable in generosity and no-ility. 

Furthermore, they are of noble spirit, men of ability and good 

lineage. They are of finer character t!lan most writers and 

)J99te. These men, together with those mentioned aboTe, aaatered 

the various branches of knowledge deTeloped by the note4 sages 

of all ages, except the art of poetry. They mastered the branches 

of knowledge pertaining to religion and Halacha, Arabic literature 

and the Bible, tm philosophy and logic, to astronomy, mathematics, 
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and medicine. Each one stua ied these sciences according to 

his ability, and each group according to its talents. But I 

shall not trouble to expatiate on these matters, because your 

queation touches only on poetry and style. But in !fJY essay 

entitled • ()l/l'i11 ')dl~if •UJ.J~ ~"' >l~JJfJil" whish I 

wrote on this subject, I have introduced and analysed all these 

matters. On t he other hand, all the generatioae mentioned above 

did not lack men of low character, whose names I shall not men-

tion because ot their degeneracy. Then too, they did not lack 

inferio~ and untrustworthy men who wrote poetry. They were 

smitten with ignorance and given over to self-praise; they in­

clined toward self-love, and avoided that which is good; they 

clung to mean habits and did not a ppreciate the value of know­

ledge . They lacked the ability to incline toward t he good, and 

to understand t h e proper outlook. They were governed by light­

mindednesa, and had no understanding of the part s of speech nor 

of the composition of essays and poetry. They judge everything 

at first blush; they hastened to write poetry 3.Ild essays, and 

ride (roughshod) through verse. The ancients have said: •Only 

t he genius or the fool hastens to write". But these men fol-. 
low one course, and t h e true poets follow another. They do not 

fear critics, and are not appalled by caustic language; they 

. imagine that the essence of poetry lies in exactness in rhyme 

and metre. The Arabic poet has aptly said: •Beauty can be per­

ceived in two things: in a scintillating verse of poetry (well 

constructed) or in a clever poetic maxim." The subject matter 

with which these men deal is inferior, and their allusions are 

abominable. Therefore their works are disjointed, imperfectly 
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constructed, and t he Tarious parts lack unity. Their works 

grate on the ear of the hearer and pain him, though eome 

evoke an indifferent reaction, neither laughter aor tears. 

Their works gri~e the spirit and burden the heart. only 

the degenarate can be fed on such literature. The question 

wae once asked: "Who is the greatest poet?• and the answer 

wasa "He whose tragedy ia awe-inspiring, or whose aatire is 

entertaining•. We aaa likewise says "The worst poet is 

the mediocre one. This subject is like water: the poet 

must be Tery hot, or very cold. The first quality arouses 

wonder and praise; the second induces depression; but the 

aediocre interpreter is entirely undesirable.• 

There ia one more mediocre group. These indulge mtcess­

i vely in sarcasm, and avoid sensible statements. The length 

of their tongues bi>nguee compels them to be niggard with 

words of taste. They use tiresome idioae and undesirable 

expressions, which tire the hearer and offend hls sensibili­

ties. Their works are disjointed, their ideas are immature, 

their style is incomprehensible, their message is contusing, -

and their poetry is worthless. It has been said.J "The lowes+. 

man is he whose power of epeech." ie beyond lUe .:. intelleet•. 

Another maxim sayez •rt is better that !!l&D let hie intellect 

go beyond his speech, than hie speech go beyond hie intellect•. 

Another has sai: "The fool's tongue is prolix". A sage was 

once asked : "When does knowledge ot literature beccmte harmful?" 

and he answereds "When it increases one's knowledge and destroys 

one's origiha!ity (or ingenuity)". It has been said: "Excess 
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of intellect oTer speech is a Tirtue, but excess of s peech 

oTer intellect is a fault". And the sage says: "Sin cannot 

be aToided in TerbositY". And it has also been sai d: •The 

folly of f ools is t• be seen in their Terbosity". And it 

has also been said: "The words of the wise ~e pleasing, but 

the lips of a fool deTour h im" . The meaning of this Tesae is: 

the wise man is respected by humanity because of the words of 

1fia4mn which are eTer on his tongue; to t he contr~ry, the 

fool is not mindful of his self-respect, when be utters 

abominable, disgraceful things. 

Thie group, •.fbich is not mindful of its utterances, is 

well-known among the people despite the uproar which they 

make, and the!~ fal se coinage will not pass in the marts of 

traie. In the mechanical crafts, e.g. weaTing, sewing, and 

painting, if a man boasts that he i• an expert crattaman, but 

does not know bow to produce a good piece of work, he is des­

pised by the people, because the shortcomings of the crafts­

man or the artiat are perceptible to the senses. But in the 

academic occupations, as for 1netance medicine, aetronCIDy, 

poetry, and literature (in general), it is ~seible for the 

ignoramus, who capitalizes hie small stook of knowledge, to 

glorify himself in the pu~lic eye, eTen though he haa no 

thoroUC}i knowledge of the subject, because the maeaes are 

ignorant, do not discriminate between truth and falsehood, 

and cannot distinguish between genuine and false learnil)C. 

And if you should, by chance, encounter a nice phrase or an 

apt word, or a poetic verse in the works of) one of this 
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degraded class, do not honor the author or esteem hie 

qualities, because he deos not prefer the truth and does 

not depend on it, nor does he perceive falsehood, and 

avoid it. It is only unconsciously, bT chance, that he 

occasionally uses a good expression. For, after all,. the 

habitual liar speaks the truth occasional.17; an errant 

person may sometime hit the mark. It may happen that an 

ignoramus may stumble upon the ~ruth, just as i t JD8\Y happen 

that the wise man should err. The sage, Hipprocates, says 

in his book on nature:"Do not be deceived by the exceptional 

things a man l'?'Oduces•. And among the clever maxims of our 

ancient sages, may God be gracious to t hema "Even so· is the 

punishment of the deceiver- that even when he tells the truth, 

we do not hearken to him." It is poeeible, too, that the 

good which you find in their works ia re&l.17 worthless, being 

only apparently good, like the sayings of the Sophists {that 

is t o aay, t he masters of apparent t ruth) . This word is 

Greek, and the sages think it is derived from t he name of a 

Greek man called Sophisto. He was a controversial person, 

and his method was to argue that the false is true, and the 

truth is false. However, Abu Natzr Al-Farabi refutes this 

statement. According t o t is statement, the word is Greek, 

derived from'SOphia', meaning 'knowledge •, and from 'aesteth' 

( .)\ (J(J}) meaning 'doubtful'. Therefore the word seems to .,an 

'apparent truth'. And anyone who can indulge in confusing 

argument s is known by thi s term, and an ordinary person who 

ia merely plated with silver or gold is known in Arabic as 

itt'DD', t hat is, 'doubtful •. An Arabic proverb says: "An 



-125-

earthen Teaael, o'erlaid with silver dross." (This maxim, 

borrowed from the people, is more rhetorical.). You must 

beware of the tortuous paths of this vexatious group. And 

if you s!lould see wise and important men of the leading group 

arguing with the Sophists on trifling matters and countering 

with empty words, do not doubt the truth of ray words; your own 

reason and understanding will see through the whole mattsr. It 

has been saids "The man who is moat endangered is . that one who 

is honored by the people because they fear his tongue• • .Another 

sage has aaida •He who seeks good, fears eTil. " A fa.moue logic­

ian saids •At times we publicly honor people whom we inwardly 

despise." But he who cli.ooses this group because he believes in 

it, or praises it for some secondary reason, such an one em­

phasizes thPt which is devoid of beauty, and stamps counterfeit 

coin. Wi)h regard to such did t he sage (Solomon) sa.yz "They 

who f orm.ke the law praise the wicked, but they who follow the 

law, contend with them." 

There is yet another foolish and stupid group, more lowly 

of expression and of lese understanding t han the group afore­

mentioned. These men defile the Holy Book of God by reTiling 

people, destroying their paths with their words, and defiling 

its sacred Tersea with innocent blood. Indeed, one should 

rather avoid them• one should not mention their evil thoughts. 

Once a wise man heard a t•ol reviling a decent man; said he 

(to the fool)z "Go wash ~hyaelf again, for never before wert 

thou so besmirched." The philosopher. saysz "The disgrace of 

most men is between their loins, but the disgrace of the fool 
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is between his cheeks!" The works of the distinguished poets 

mentioned above exist and are alive, though their bones are 

rotting in the grave, but the works of the stupid group perish , 

before the very eyes of their authors. With regard to this the 

Arab poet wrote: •The shameful poem dies before its composer, 

while the beautiful poem lives long after the poet passe~away". 

I have not cited the choicest works of the di stinguished 

poets, nor have I mentioned their beautiful writings, because 

they are wtll-known, and they flow freely from the lips of 

those who recite them. For (after all) t he lightning's flash 

ia not to be imprisoned in a candelabrum- how much leas is 

the aun to be encompassed in a candle! I have mentioned 

briefly the members of the distinguished group, but I have 

not discussed those of their contemporaries who did not attain 

highest rank. 
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