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A HISTORY OF THE JEWS OF THE NORTH A&IERIOAI 
COLONIES I n THE BEVENTED'M ClCITURY . BASED UPOW 
A COMPLETE CORPUS OF REGESTS. 

Earl Alan Grollman 

In this theaie, eTery reterenoe to North Amerioan Jewe 

in tbe seventeenth century ts cited, with comments from litera

ture and personal oom·nente tor each regest. 

There were rela tiTely few Jewe in the Amerioan oolontee 

i n thd period under perYayanoe. 1'here were Jewe in Ne• Ameterdam 

and l ater New York, Rhode Island, Conneotiout, Maeaacbueetts, 

Carolina, Maryland and Virginia. Even though there waa animosity 

a~atnst t he Jews in some colonies, the Jews in moat cases were 

able t o surmount the obstacles that confront• them, RDd become 

respected citizens in their respective colonies. The Jeww en

gaged in various forms ot trade and merchlilldizing, shipping, and 

butchering. Yany Jews came t o the colonies, transacted tbelr 

busines s, and returned home. Life wae eYtremely bard in tbe Wew 

World , especially for a Jew. 

The tirst ~ention of a Jew in reference to t he coloDJ of 

New Amsterdam ta on July 8 , 1854 . At tha t time, Jacob Bereimeon 

departed fro!D Hol l and for the l~ ew World. By September ?th of the 

same year, other Jews bad arrived at ~e• Amsterdam from a Cape 

St. Anthony. The Jf/fls bed to strive harder t o gain civtl ri~bt•. 

As a result of numerous petitions by Jews of the colony, and 

preeeur e by the Amsterda m Jews, the Je~s of New Amsterdam were 

given a ce~etery, the right to trade on the Delaware River, and 

the privilege of burgherahip . Asser Levy wae undoubtedly the moat 

prominent Jew i n N e~ 1msterdam and New York in t he seventeenth 
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century . In 1695 , a Chaplain '.U.ller made a map, i ndicating 

that tbe~e were twenty J ewish fa.~iliee in Wew Yor~ at thi8 

time , and a •Jews Synagogue '' with Saul Bro~ as its minister. 

Fifteen families arrtYed in Newport in the spring of 

1658 f rom HollBnd. Twenty years l ater a cemetery was procurred 

tn behalf of the Jewish nati on. The Jews •ho •ere charged in 

1685 • 1th t he violati on of t he Navigation Laws by trafficking in 

su~ar and molaaeee froa overseas were exonerated 

The first reference to a Jew in Connecticut was on 

November 9, 1659, •hen David Jew was fined, becauee of hie trading 

with children. Another Jew, Jacob Lucen~ , had hi s fine abated ae 

a t oken of respect to Aaeer LeYJ and aleo because Lucena was one 

God' e ohoeen people. 

Solo1110n Franco ts the first Jew to appear in the North 

rtmerioan colonies in the seventeenth century - 1849 in Maesachusette . 

There are numerous reference• to frustrated minietere in Maesacbuaettt 

•ho have the sole desire of converting a Jew. 

Jewa A.ppear in Carolina in 1695 , and become naturalised 

ehort1y thereafter. 

Moses Nehemiab wne probably the only Jew tn Vi rginia in 

thi s period (1858). 

Jacob Lumbrozo •ho appeared in :Jaryland in 1659, ta one 

of the l'!K>St colorful J ews in the No rth hmerican Colonies . He ,.s 

an abortionist, a blasphemer, and a reepeoted ci t izen of Maryland. 
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No. I , 

9ar s i".Ilson depar t s _ Holl~md for l\ ew 
~msterdam on Peartree. 

1654, July 8 : J acob B~rsimson , Je~ Debtor 
New A~sterda m For freight and boe r d on his corning 

hitherwnr d Ao , 1654 8 J uly , oer Rhip 
Pel'lrtree ... .. . . . . ..... . ... ... f36. . . l New Y }rk Col onial 
llanuscrinti: , XIV, 83 ; ~s , XVII I [f909/ 3 . 

Samuel Opoenhei •n stete i: th~t t hi s informRtion shov.i s 
t hat B~rsimFon left Hol l and on J uly e , 1654. The d~ te 
her etofore ncce otedfor the ~rriv~ l of t he fi ret Jer.s in 
New York i e usual l y ~iven incorrect ly, as July e , 1654. 
(i bi d "") .2 , 3 ) . 

J a cvb 3arsi~son ~ae nr obably the fi rs t Jew in New 
Amster dam . He WRS ori~i nally f~om Ecl land. 0 ~ t he twenty
one ite~e mentioned ~bout Barsi mson , f i f t een concer n t he:'i
RelveR with t he court caeeF. of LycYereen , Anthony , and 
7essel s. The only t i me he acted joi ntly wi th ~nother J e~ 
v.as on l~ovember 5 , 1655 , 'r'hen he andnRse r Levy im:d e oe tition 
to s t and r ua r d r. nd be relieved from the ~ilitary t ax i mposed 
on the Jews i n lieu of mili tar y service . The only othertime 
t ha t hi s Jud~ i sm wa s an issue, wa s on June 3 , 1058 , when be 
di d no t eppenr fo r a court ca se oecRuee i t was hi e Sabbath . 
The l as t refer enceto Sa rsi~son was on Februar y ? , 1659. It 
is or obably t hat he l eft t he country ehortly t hereafter . 



No. :L • 

J acob Al o<U" denarte from Holland for 
New ~~eterdam. He etop~s off in 
Enp-land. 

1654 , July e: ~meterd?~ in Ne~ NetherlAnd , h o 1654 
New Amsterdam Jacob Aboaf , Jew, De btor. For frei!lht 

and boA r d on his cmnin,.g bi therward 
A0 1654 , 8 July ner eb1n Penrtree . ...... LF~67 Thi~ oerson 
did not c-ome here , but went R shor e in Enp-lend. Viri te off 
therefore apa in •••.•.•. f 36. (New York Co lonial .Aanuecri pts , 
XIY, 83; TranPlation in Tubli,a tion hmerican J ewieh Hietorical 
Socie ty (~), XVIII, Ll90g , 3). 

The ~bove item is orinted i n the ~ Y.QI.]t Geneslogical 
<.nd B1or;rraph1crl 'f.ecord XIV~l81. On Dec. 17 , 1654, this 
~hio waP cha rtered by Gdv ernor Stuyvesant for P voya~e to 
the ~ e Pt Indies and bHck . It i s orob~ble tha t the Feartree 
wa s in the s~me service Earl i er in tha t year , and ~ence the 
t~o Je~e in quest ion were broug~t by it from the ~ec t I nd ie6 • 
( fAiUil', Ill' /J.B9Y 77 ) . 

Samuel Onpenheim state s that ev en t hough J aco o nooef , a 
Jew , left Rollend to come her ~ With the Pearboom or Pear tree , 
his journey ended in England. (PAJHS , XVIII, Ll90'E] 3). 

On J une 19 , 1656 , J acob Abo~ f ' s n~e i~ mentioned are in 
in Ner hm Ptero~m. JAcob a~ ts~m~on a t tha t time apked to be 
ide~nified for ~oodF which AboAf t ook fr om hi~, ?hile on 
boar d t he Pe~ rtree in 1054 , onposi te 'I· i ~ht in En~land . J.. boRf 
orob~bly rem• ined in EnRl~nd , Anc neve r c ame to NeT A~sterda~ . 

See /(. . ta_. 



Bo.-' . 

The amount paid for Barsilll8on'e passage 
was 36 guilder•• 

165•,August 221 Cr~dit 
Bew Amsterdam ~ Caah received, and entered aa a debit 

in 'llJ,'f Cash Account in Book Bo. E1 under 
date ot 22 August, current money 72 guilders in pa.rmen~ ot 
nolland money •••.•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• t36 •• 
(Bew Yolk Cotoni&l Vanuacripts, XIV, 83; Translation in PAJ11S, 
XVIII, 1909 , 3 ). 

Samuel Oppenheim atates that the information ahowa that 
Barsimson apparently arrived here, on Auguet 22,1654, when it 
appears that hie passage money ot thirtr-aix guilders was paid. 
Whether it was ~aid by him or someone else is not atated.(PAJHS, 
XVIII, (1909) 3 J. --

There was no objection to Bareimeon'e arrival, because he had 
a passport. (~, XIIX,(1924) 39 ). 

~~~~--0·~~~~~-

See No. 1. 



1654 , Seote~ber 7: 
~· ew .n '1l sterda m 

No. cf• 

Jacoues de l a Hotthe reque s ts payment 
for ooa rd and freig ht of Jews whom he 
brought to New Amsterd8m f r om C~ne 
S t. ~nthony. Solo~on Pi e1G13M\ ? poea re 
in court. 

J acQueR de l R -~c tthe , l'Ai::ter of the 
~rk St. ChArl e s , by R oetition ~rit t en 
in French , requect ~ t he ney"tlent o~ the 

frei~ht and board o f t h e JeY'P who"?! he broup:l'lt her e from CFpe 
St. hnthony, accor d i ng to R{"Teement And contrPc~ in ~hich 
ea ch ic bound in soli du~ , and that t h erefo re wha tever fur ni
ture an d o~her or op erty they ma y ha~e on board his Bark 
mF. y oe TJu bl ikly sold by order of t h e Court in o?y ment o f t h eir 
d eb t. He verbally decl areP t hat the NetherlPnders, who came 
over ~ith the~ , are not included in the contract enn hRve 
~ati sfied hi~. Solo~on !- ieters en, a J e~ , buoea r e in Court 
~ nd s~ys t~µ t nine hundred odd euilderF of t o e 2 , 500 are 
~ai d , i no ~hA t t ~1 er e r~ r~ 23 f: oule bit a nd little , v-ho must 
m~ y eoua lly. The Court h;i ving: seen the petition nnd 
contra ct or der t hnt t h e Jewe shall , within twice 24 hours 
P f ter date , prw a.ccorc1n£; t o con tr~c t wh l1 t they la." fully owe; 
:md in the !lleH.nwhil e , t h e furni t ure and ~ha tever t hi e: 
~..;etitioner h <"' R in bis ;>o ssess i on sh::!.11 rema in a.s secur i ty 
with ou t alien ;i "t in~ t h e Same. (Recorde of Ne!' .hmster d am , I, 240). 

Th e f ac t t h?. t Jewe a r t.; !'llen tioned in New r.msterrln.!n in a 
c':>CU!nen t of Sep :embe r 7 , 176 4 t2' ivef:' credence t o i;he oeli ef 
thRt t he Jews had ~ rrun~ed or c viou Ely t o ~hi $ da te . 

It c;-.nnot be accu:r-:- :ely a sc ertP i :ted v:h e:re t h i e- C<'}) e St . 
r.n thony i e . It i s i morob?.bl e rhHt thi s refe rence t o the 
Ca oe :: : . An t hony of Cu o;i , fo r ther e the Inqui s ition we.s very 
ac t ive and Je~isb li f e wa s practica lly nil. 



!To. S: 

The Jewish debtors 1111et detra,y tl eir d.ellt 
to de la Kotthe within tour dqa. Abram 
Israel and Judicq de Kereda are the great
est debtora. 

1654, Septembee 101 Jacques de l~ Kotthel Vaster of the Bark 
Bew Amsterclam called the (St. Char e•J, complainant, 

Contra DiTers J'e ... Read their (contract) 
from which it appears that they owe to the 

plaintiff in solidum a balance of tl. 1567 tor freight and board 
fro• Cape st. Anthon,y to New Netherland. Partie• appeared and 
acknowleclgment ot the contract being made, it was by the Burgo
naatera and. SchepeD8 declared that the debtors haTe not legally 
nor righttully paid, though they b&Te propert7 autticient to detra,y 
the debt; that they shall tirat be called upon, and their good• 
sold for the pBJJDent, and if theae shall not be sufficient to DILke 
up the full aua, then, acoord.ing to the contract, each one tor all 
in aolidwa, ahall be called upon until the full amount ahall be 
paid.. Lallotthe waa accorclingly authoriaed, in ca•• ot noa•p"7JHnt 
within tour daya after date thereof, to cause to be sold, by public 
Tend.ue, in presence of the officer, the good• of Abram larael and 
Judicq de Kerecla, being the greatest debtor•• and the•e not suf
ficing he shall pro~eed, in like manner, with the othera to the 
f\lll aoquittanoe of the debt and no turther. Thua done and oonoluded 
this 10th September, 1654, in Aaeterdaa in Bw Betherland., in the 
Aaseably atore•aid.(Becorf.a ~II!' Amlterdaae I, 241). 

Thie is our only reference to Judicq de Uereda and Abram Israel. 
They probably left the country shortly thereafter. 

See N os. 'I 7. , 
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Asse r Levy (Js~ar Leeven) i~ ~laintiff 
a2<> inst i:.yc'\ce ( Fic~.-:e) ·~ouneF. He 
d e:nPnds ,tte .... e th~ t be lonnea to h er at 
Gn~onike . The ca~e is refe rred to t•o 
Rrbi trators . 

1654 , ~eptember 14: .... Peer Leeven , pltf. vs. t: icke .'ounes , 
' ew A~sterdRm d eft. Flt:. de~?ndF re"ORy ,ent OT 8L 

ryiece~ of Ei~ht d isbur sed on hiR account 
at Gh~oni~e ( Ja~r ica)" a nd fi . 1 5 for ~ ~a 1~tcoat an~ other 
~hinge del i vered to t h e ~efendnnt. Defendant Acknowled~es 
to b~ve borrowe d ~ive 1ieces of Ei rh t P t G~~onive ?.nd ? fi. of 
1 2 oi ecee of Ei p-ht d i Qbu r s ed for f re i ght fo .· t h e "' lfl intiff 
with other 1 tens , ·na.k i nfl to~ether f i . 41.11, so t he t , by 
e ccount, ~ balance rern~ inR due her of Ti. 22 . 5 . ?lu i ntiff 
~a int • inE that t h e 12 ps of ~igh~ werP not oi~bursed but 
~oods only ordered t o t ne ~nount of ten ~i ece s an~ not ~ i d , 
<...nd t h<"t '1e ie not in eoted ; ny '!!Ore ." The •- orshi pful Court 
refe r red t b e 0aY tie s t o t\~o a rbi t r t.. t o r s , Sieur Govert 
Lockerman s and. !:ieur Joh• nnes d eFeyeter b e inv t opointec as 
Ruch , to exn~ine~he a ccounts &ncd i ffer~nc es on both Pid e s , 
~nd if oosPi ole to brin~ Hoout hn ~rree ~ent; o~her~ise to 
cel i ver i nto ~ourt thei r ooi nion in ~riting . (~ecords o_J 
l\~ .n'llster d · !'?I , 1 , 24G). 

o _____ _ 

As ser Levy is undoub t edly t he ~opt orominent J ew i n ~ew 
J. •rH~ terd i m :ind 1; ew York during the ~eventee~:t ..... centur y . Hi s 
ful l nR~e , nsRer Levy ~Gn Swelle~ , i nd ica ted per hauP tha t 
his f ~·nily c~me ori r:in:l lly from Schwel!ll , ' .estnhRli a . ~ .. e h~ve 
n o inf'o r :n::i ti on ?bout hiR e~ rly life , until c::ente•r.ber 1 4 , 1654, 
when he i fl firf:t 'nent i on ed i"l l:ew A'?IR'::erd?m . 

Levy V' :. s "Or actically oenn i l ess when l"ie a r rived in tbe Ne"' 
o r ld . J ?. n .?rtyra , t'1e cant :-- in r;f t he shin t ha t brought 

LFvy , t oo'· whA littl e l evy o·rned to defr?y t~e co~t o f bis 
::J., Psar- e . .J"l : 1 o •P"'::>Pr ~~ 1~5:: , Levy -,,.:it ionec l"it~ 3?. rFi""lson 
!°->r ler1re to stand ru:1 rd 0r b e reli eved fro·a t!le t a :r that 7"a~ 
che r~ed to t h e Jew s , for t~P exe~oti on fro~ ~ilitary ser vice . 
c i "'lee Levy had t o Fiu on0rt hh1self by 'Tl~nuel labor , t h e t e,-
WF.€ too '1lUCh f or hi -n t o i>ay . There ;:se only Reven refer ences 
to Ass~r Levy in h is errly yeHrs here; fro~ Septe~be~ 14 , 1654 
to Jul y 2~ , 1058 . L• iry then turned to tr< ce and busin ec-~ and 
a cquired ~eo lth . ~e i s ~en t ioned ei~hty-none More ti,e~ , 
: fter July Z~ , !658 . 

Levy lH• A or obe1 c ly t he firet l and orner i n North ;._.ne ricn . 
iie uurcha..sed "".>ror,erty i!'l .r.lb<.ny in l ool for 8n invest:!lent . 
On October 1 004, Aeeer Levy ~ W~P the only J ew to swear 



a llegi ance to t he Enf lish , ~ ~ter the ~u rrend er of ~ ew Xork. 
In the Mr!Je yeP-r , he lent tb e city 100 f lowini: for for ti
f ic: t i 1Jn of t '1e city . Levy ha n pro Roe red in the J ew 1'>orld . 

Cert<1i ., writer!? reg""rd Lc..vy P F P.n outs"1Joken : n<l cf"e<1rless 
le~der of t • e Jews. ~o~ever , there i~ little evtdenc e to 
corrobor nte t~ei r PtA te~ent. T~e only t i ~e he Pcted j ointly 
"'ith oth er Je,vs 1\'as ·witb Be.r ei"'lson on r ove.:?Jber 5 , 1 55E , and 
th~ t , ~8 ~A~ been ex nl 1 ined , waF: notivated no t by hu~Ani tAri~n 
a~oir?tions , but f or econo~ic =eaRons . Levy P trnd i ng relations 
e~tended to h~sterda~, and so he reore sented nbrahA.!D ~obn , 
~ J ew fro~ thA t nlace. The only o ther Jew~ with whom there 
i e any men tion of Levy' F a sf':oc1Pt1on ti re J flcob Lur:-ene (Hey 11, 
16 71) :>nd Fal::b~ Coo by (Larch 8 , 1 671). 1-:or ahA"ll de Lucena a.puear c 
much '?lo r e frequently .. ,1th '111 s co- reli~ioni stF . 

Leiy's g-reate s t con t ri buti on to the J ewiPh c ommunity was 
hi s role as good will ambassador to the non-Jew~. He seems 
to beve oeen greatly resoected by Chr i sti ans . He was 
aopo i nted an attorney for non-Jews (J u ly 23 , 1658), executo r 
of their Estate~ , (way 16 , 1 073), witnes ~ t o t heir d eed~ 
(July 19 , 10 70) . I n 1 671 he gave '?lOney t o the Lut herans for 
the building of t heir f i rst church i n Ne,.. York. 

Hi s i nf luence was not confined to N e~ Yor k . On Ma y 11 , 
1671 J acob Lucena ' s fine was aba ted in Connecticut as a 
token of re~oect t o hsser Levy. 

Levy pr obfbly observed so~e for~ of t he d ietary l aws . 
\,hen he WA i:> sworn i n o.s a. licensed butcher in 1680 , he ask ed 
to be excuE:ed from killing hog~ . AOout 1378 , he bui lt a 
oublic E: l8ughter house . 

AAser Levy i s one of the f e~ Je~s who ~nrri ed in New Yor k . 
\, hen he d ied some~here bet~een Aoril iq , 1681 Rnd ~ oril 4 , 1682 , 
he left hif': £s tP.te t o h iE= vi ife .iriPm. fhe inventory of his 
estat e suost antiates t he theory thnt Levy ~as wealthy . His 
br other- 1n- le1'1 , Symon 7fl lentyn vA n der •· ilden, and a 
S& :nuel Censell Levy a"Opeer af t er As ser' s death , in rel ~t1on 
to t he Es t a te. 

Alt Ass er Levy , or ob::ibly the l Ate l· seer Levy .1 s son , a lso 
ie ~ent1oned a t thi ~ ti~e . 



DaYid Ierael and Kosee Ambrosius are under 
civil arrest tor debts to de la Kotthe. 

165ti',September 16• Jacques de la Kotthe, llaater ot the Bark 
Bew Amsterdam oalled St. CatJiDA pltt. contra DaY14 Iarael 

an.4 the other e ... , acoording to their aig
naturee, detta. Touohiq the balance ot the payment ot the paaeage 
money ot the eaicl J'e ... for which each ie bound in aolidua. ifhereu 
their goode aold thus tar by Yendue do not amount to th9 IM'JJDeDt 
~f their obligation, it ie therefore requeetecl that one or two ot 
the said Jewe be taken ae principal,which, aocorclina to the atore
eaid contract or obligation, can.not be retueecl. Therefore he hath 
taken DaYid larael and Koaee Aabroaiue ae principal debtors tor the 
remaining balance, with requeat that the eame be placed in con
finement until the account -i>e p&icl. The Co\l?'t h&Ylng weighed the 
petition of the pltt. ancl eeen the obligation wherein e-.h le bound 
in eolidua tor the full pa,yment, haYe coneentecl to the pltf'• re
quest to place the aforesaid peraona under ciYil arreat ( namely 
with the JYcwoet marshal) until they shall haYe made satisfaction; 
provided that he, La Kotthe,ehall provieionally answer tor the 
boarcl which le fixed at eixteen atiYere per diea tor each prieoner, 
and. it is orclered that tor thi~ parpoee 40 o 50 gilders, proceeding 
from the goods sold, shall remain in thehande of the Secretary, 
together with the expensee of thie special Court . Done in x,w 
.Amaterd.aa in llew lletherland..(Recorda of Mew Amoterdy,I,2~4J. 

~--~-o ______ __ 

St. Catrina ie called~. Ch&rlea in preYioue entriee (PAJRS, 
XVIII (1909) 69) • 

Aa no further proceedings appear upon the recorda,the diapute 
ot de la Kotthe wae doubtleeely arranged amicably.t It wae probably 
nothing more than a misunderstanding between the e .. and the 
captain as to whether they were bound to aalce good the deficiency 
which wae enhaJaied by the forced sale of their efforts at auction. 
(PA.TBS, I, lj.893.J 46). 

_____ o _____ _ 

Jhie is our only reference to llosea Ambrosius. See 

.Su: N. ~. t./ s: 
/ 
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Stuyve~µnt ~rites a l e t t er t o Girec t or s 
of the Dutch \, e~t Ind i F- Company . He asks 
pe r mi ssi on t o oust t he Jew~ of New 
... ~st er dam. 

1654 , Sep t ember 22 : The Jews who have a r r ived would near l y all 
N e~ nmst e r dam like t o remain here , bu t learni ng that t hey 

(~i th their custo~ary usury and deceitful 
tradi nl! wi t h the Chr i sti :ms ) were •rery r eouvnent t o the 
i n fer ior magi s tra tes , a s ol so t o t he ?eO?le ~Pving t he 
~oe t P.ffection for you; t he De~conry also fe~ ring t ha t 
owing t o their pr eFen t indi gence t hey mi ght become a char ge 
in t he coming winter , we hove, f or t he benefit of t his weak 
ano ne~ly developing nl ace and t he l and in general, de emed 
i t usef ul t o r equire them i n a f1 iendly wny t o depart; 
nr ey i nF ~l so mos t ser iously in t b i c connection, f or ourselves 
89 ~lso fo r t he gener~ l community of your wor Fhi ns , t he.t t he 
deceitf ul r~ce , -- such h~ teful ene~ie s and blaspheme r s o~ 
t he na~e of Chr i s t , -- be not allowed fu rther t o i nfect 
end troubl e t hi s co lony , to t he d etraction of your worshios 
•nn t~ed iRsati Ff~ction of your worRhioA 1 ~opt nffec t i onete 
~ubjects . i~ I.a.J:k Coloni a l ~knuRcriotF VI, 3aa ; PAJH S, 
XVI II /J90~ 5 ) . - -

come Jewe ca~e t o Ne~ Ams t er dam in Seote~ber, 1654. Thei r 
arriv? l and t heir des ire t o r e~R in cal led f ort h t~ i A letter 
f ro:n Stuyvesant. (ibi d 4) . 

Goodman Ptate~ (hmer ican Gyertur e ) that ~tuyvesant h~d 
Anti-JewiRh feel i ngs aF a rePul t of Pn e~ rli er unhRony 
exoeriznce wi t h J ews on the i i;l and of Curacaco . Thi s is 
hynothetical , however , ~r. th er, Sty,res~.n t seems t o hold tbe 
bi goted , med ieval a t t i t ude t oward t~e J ew. Tne above 
calendi"' r is Stuyvei::an t ' s firs t of!icic..l reaction to the 
~ ettl ement of t he J ews in New Ams terdam. 

There i s no evi dence of usury among the Jews at t his 
t i~e i n the New ~ orld . 

See No.s. 



16 54, October 5: 
New hmsterdem 

No . 'f. 

Aseer Levy (A ssar Leeven) , defendant, 
~tate~ th<t he 1 ~ not bound to nay 
: nymore to t he s?. i lorF.i . The c ourt 
rules t b? t the pri·sonere a r e resnon~i ble 
fo r the remainder of the oayment. · 

J an UartyrR. pl t f . vs . nSRar Leeven , deft. 
~ltf. ns attorney ~nd agent of the sa ilors 
wbo brought t he Jews her P from the Wee t 

I ndie e , d emande from deft. oayment of f. ·106. Ftill remaining 
due. Deft. s~ys tha t all hi s ~ood~ were sol d by auction, Rnd 
he i s not bound to ::io.y a.ny more , inasmuch as puyment f or his 
frei~ht was offered before t he s~le on condit i on t ha t his 
~oods be not sold . The Court persi st~ in it ~ previous 
dec i Rion thR.t t he prisonere • ho were t aken ai::. nrinc i nal e; be 
held r~s ~onsible also f or the r ema in der of t be payment . 
( Records of J~ eVI fl !?lSterdt> m, I, 249). 

HSeer Levy was a noor m• n when he started bii:: new li f e 
in Ne~ hmsterd?m. 

I t is Dr obPbl e t hr t there were t wo s eoar ate contract ~; one 
with the cF. ryt? in, one with the sPilorF. Tie c?.nt Ain ~A F PD
pPrently Fati Rf ied . No~ , the sa ilor ~ a re Reekin~ sati~faction. 

See No '- · 



1654 , October lG: 
N el!' •. mi: t Prdam 

No.IO 

The Je~ s ' ~oods were sold . Davi d 
I sr<:.el wfl s held . 

In Court wa~ nai d , from t he or oc e eds 
of t he Je•s' goods which were sold by 
or der at vendue --

To the ? rovoat Marshal f or ~hat 1~ vid I sr~el wa s deta i ned, 
according to ~ccount . . ........ . .. .. .. . ... . ...... . . . . . fi . 12 
Item. For ~n Ext raordinaiy Session of Court. ... ..... 20 

So th• t there re~~in s of sRid money , per cassa ..... 

(Records of New i»nsterdi1m , I 252) . 

fi .32 
fi.72 

D~vid I srael was ap~rently t~e only one held . The t otal 
sum of t he ?,Oods of t he Jews wae 104 fl odns. 



1654, October 12• 
?lew Aaoterdam 

?lo. I/. 

Aaaer Le'VY (Aeaar LnTen), deft. baa his 
tint default. 
Solomon Piete;sen Criers) is the agent ot 
Rycke Nounes llfunea) pltf. 

Solomon Piere, as ag't tor ~eke Munea,pltf' • 
Ta. Assar Leeven, dett. Deft a first default 
(Records of New Amsterdam, I, 252). 

~-------0~-------
There is little evidence ot Jewish eoltdarit7 here. 

See N o s. ' ,, / ;). , 1 41-



1'o. I ;1... • 

Solomon Pietereen, ae attorney for R;ycke 
Bounee, wins caee from Aeeer Levy (Leeven). 

Levy is to p~ fl. 105.18 which Bounee pai4 
for him for freight from the Weet In4iee. 

1654, October 191 Solomon Pietereen, as atty. for ~eke Nounee, 
New .Amsterdam pltt. ve. Asser Leeven, deft. 

Pltf ., in his capacity aforesaid, demanda 
payment of fl. 105.18 which Rycke Nounea paid for freight for him 
from t he West Indies with her gooda stnce sold by auction for 
defendant and others according to acc't. Defendant aaiys that hie 
and the other persons' geode have been sold at vendue, and that he 
then represented that if his goo4a were not aolcl he ahoul~ pq his 
freight, as he had money belonging to him. He now claima thi.t he 
is not bound to pay, and also that he is unable. Parties having 
been heard, the Court condemns deft. Aaaar Leeven in the said SWI 
of fl. 105.18, balance of freight, which he owes Rycke Nounea 
whoee goods were sold for the s&Jlle, over and above her own debt; 
or to satisr, her Atty. within 14 days from date.(Records of New 
.Amsterdam, :t, 254). - -

~-------0~-------

See I(" s . " , ' ~ I </. 



Wo • .Z3 · . 

J'an llartyra, the representatiTe of the 
aailere of §!• Cathrie, promises not to 
molest Jen. 

1654, October 211 I, the undersigned, as repreeentatiTe ot 
New .Amsterdam the common sailers of the barque calj.ed ~. 

~ (!moul4 h&Te been S*t crrr:u tOUOlt-
ing the balance ot the ~relght ot the J'ew• they brou er troa 
the West Indiee, there being still due a balance ot our hundfe4 and 
ninety-fiTe guildere, herebY.• ft the request of (SolollOD Piet ere, 
attorney tor 1\rcke Wounes, (onJ the promlse ma.Ce by said J'ewa to 
pay by the next coming ships sailing tr~m Patria, they haTing written 
about the same by the ships sailing for Patria, declare that I haTe 
promised them to awaitb payment the aforesaid time, and hereby 
promise meanwhile not in the least to molest or trouble the said 
J'en who shall remain here, with regard to the pay aforesaid, but to 
wait the atoresai4 time until the answer to their letter• be receiT
ed by the tiret ship. 

In witness I have subscribed these presents in the quality 
aforesai d this 2lat October,1654. Hew Amsterdam in New Netherland. 

'litneaaea 
Thia is the X mark of 

Pieter Jacobsen, 
Capt.Lieutenant,made by himselt. 

Isaac Kip, 

~his ie the mark ot 
x 

J'an Kartyn 
made by hiaeelt 

To rrq knowledge, 
J'acob Kip, Secreta17. (Powers ot AttorneY,,Acknowledg,menta, 

Indentures of Apprenticea~f•tJll.ent9i1"iea,Peede (1651 • l65SJ, 80 -
81; Translated in PA.THS, II U.909J 18 J. 



llo. I '-/. 

Solomon Pietersen (Pieter•) is allowed 
to retain money tor Rycke 1ounea,whose 
goods were sold, over and above her 
freight-debt. 

1654, October 261 SolollOD Pieters appeared in Court, and 
llew Amsterdam exhibited a declaration trom the attorney 

ot the •ailors,relative to the balance 
ot the freight ot the Jewa, promiaing to 

wait until the arrival ot the ehip fro• Patria. Wherefore he requea• 
to receive the moneys still in the Secretary'• hand• tor 1\Ycke 
llounee whose goode were sol4, over and above herown treigb\-debt,in 
order to obtain trom that mon.,y some auplort tor her. .,._reupon was 
endorsed• Petitioner Solomon Pieter• ae ttorney was pei'mitted to 
take, under security, the monies in the Secretary'• hands. (Records 
Q!.1!9 AmaterdM· I, 259). 

~__,__, _____ o __________ __ 



1655 , Janua ry 
Jtmsterdam 

No. IS: 

The Jew in ~msterda~ ne tition to the West 
India Company , th~t their fel low Jews be 
oermitted to live ?.nd traffic i n New 
Amsterdam 

Granted tha t they may reside and traffic 
orovided they shall not become a charge 
uoon deacenry or the comoany . 

The merchants of the ~ ortuguese Nation residing in this 
City respectfully reroonstra te t o your HonorE tha t it ha s come 
to tneir knowledge t hat your Honors ra i ~e obstacles to the 
~iving of permits or passoort e t o the Portugue~e Jews to 
travel and to go to rer. i de in Ne~ Netherland , which if per
si~ted in will result t o the g reat disadvantage of the Jewish 
na tion. It P.lso c&n be of no advantage to the general Como~ny 
but rather damaging . 

There are ~any of the nLtion who have lo~t their posseesions 
e t Pernambuco andhave arrived from ther e in great uoverty, 
and pa rt of them have been C:i spereed here and there . So that 
your uetitioners bad to exoend l a r ge ~u~~ of money for their 
necee~ari es of life, and tbroug-h lack of opportunity all c a.nnot 
rem?in here to llve. And a~ they cannot ~o to Sryain or 
Portup<!.l becaui:~e of t he Inqui i::i ti on, a p-reP t r.iar t of the a fore
eP.id oeoole mus t in ti~e ~e 0bli~ed t n depart for other t erri
torie s of their !H~h !lightinessei: t he States- Gener;• l hnc t heir 
Co~oP.nieP, in order there , through their l cbor and effor ts, to 
be able to exist under t he nrotec~ion of t he ad'llinist r :· torf' of 
your Honor able Directore, obse rvin? and obeyin~ your Honors' 
ordere and com·oimd$ . 

It i ~ ~ell kno~n to your Honors t ha t t he Jewish na tion in 
Bra?.il have at all times been faithful and have striven to 
~uard and maintci n that ol a ce, riskin~ for th~t nurpose their 
-oosses~ions and t heir blood . 

Yonder l and .i s e:xten!: ive and soaci ou s. Themore of loyal 
oeoole tb~t go t o live there , the better it 1~ in regard t o the 
~opula tion of t he country es i n regard to t he payment of various 
excises and t axes which may be i!!moeed t here , and in regard to 
the increase of trade , ano Pl$O t o the i~portation of all the 
nec essaries t ha t may be s ent there. 

Your P.onors chould also cons i der th~ t t he Honor~bleLords, 
the 3urgomas ter$ of the City Pno the Eonorable Hi gh Illustrious 
i.: i izhty Larde , the St ates-Generr;J. , have in nolitjc<> l ma tter s 
Rl\\"ays -or otected and ccni::i ciered t he Jewish nbti on as upon the 
same footinF a~ r ll the inh'oitantP ?. nd bu r gher s . hlso it is 
conditioned i n t~ e t reaty of oer~etual -oeoce With the Ying of 
Spain tba.t the Jewish n&ti on shc..11 r.lso enj oy t'le F?..:ne liberty 
BP all other inhabitants of t hese l ands . 



Your Sonars should also ple1;.ee consi der t hat !tw.ny of the 
J ewish n~ tion a re ur i ncinRl Fhhrehol der s in the Comuany . 
They h;:,vi np- <1 ~w• ys etriven t heir be~ t fo r the Cornoany, nnd 
~any of t heir nc tion h?.ve loPt i~mense and gre~ t ca~i t~l in 
its Fheres And obli~ations . 

The ~o'Tlpany haE" by P f!er.era l r e~oluti on consented th~ t 
t hose who wish t o oouul~ te t he Colony sh~ ll en j oy cert~in 
di etricts of l and ~ratis . ~ hy Fhould now cer tain sub ject s of 
thiA St a te not be allowed t o trPvel thi t~er enc live there ? 
The French con~ent tha t t t e ortuguee-e J ews may tra ffic Pnd 
l i ve in ~~rtiniqu e , Chr i stopher ?nd otherP of their t e r ri
t orieF , ~hither a l so so~e have gone fro~ her 0 , PF your Honor s 
know . The Engli sh aleo consent ~ t t he or e Aent ti~e t~t the 
-ortufru.ese ~ndJe 1Ah nation may ro fro~ Londonr. nd settle nt 
Bnrba.doR , whither <> lso eome h<t ve fl'One. 

· ;. e fore i p-n nat i ons consent that t he J e.,ieh nation !l'l<"Y p-o to 
J i ve a.~d t r r de in their territorieF , how can you ?.ono r F for
bi d the sa:ne Rnd refu s e transport ati on to t h i s ? ortuguese 
nRti ~n w~o reside here Pnd hRve oeen settled herP well on td 
abou t s ixty year s , mPny P l~o being born her - Pnd conf i rmed 
burvhers , r nd thi~ t o c l anf th~t needF neonl e f or itF 
increase? 

Therefore t he uetitionerR requeFt , for t ie re~son€ f i en 
:bove (ae ~ lso others whi ch they omit to ~void oroli~ity) , 
tha t your Honors be pleased not t 0 excl ude but to f r ant the 
J ewi sh n01t i on oa s sage t o dnd r e sidence in t !!R t country; other 
'A i se t~i s would result in ~ g- reat orejud i ce t o their reouta
ti on . .r.lFo tht-t oy <.~n ~-postile ;..no --Ct t 'l eJeWiRh nat ion be 
oer~i tted, together with other inh~bitant s , t o trfvel , l ive 
~no tr· ffi c t~ere , Hn d • i t h them enjoy libe rty on conoition 
uf con tribut i n~ l i l< e otherF , &c. ··'1i ch 

(Transl &t i on of Ju tch ... ~muscri -o t; F.i\JHS, ! VIII [190~7 9 , 10 , 11) . 

___ __ o 

~c~o=oing to Gouenbei~ , thr not ~ a t the s i de of the 
oetiti0n iR undoubtedly t he "RPOP tille~ ment i oned in the 
c c'TIPC'lny ' ~ 1 etter of ' · o=il ~o , 1 055 . The lr.n{Z'u<>pe of the 
uet itJon ~RS the uPu~l method of ~cting unon P reau ARt fo r 
reli ef. ( !.Q!Q. u 1 '3 ). 

_ __ o 

T~e neti tion by t})e Jews i n .-1.m Rterd• ":I t o t he '.i:;ct I ndi a 
Cc·!l n::ony W'l f: P.cted unrn "" uor:~bly . Cn F'e!>ru:~ry , 16ff , t he 
DirectorF ~f t~e ·eF: Ind i ~ Co~urny r~ve nerrniRsion to the 
J e1?• i sh n:-t i on to t r1we.l , re f' i de , : nd t r ?r1e therP . ( .rov. 29 , 
1355 ) 

T~e Jer e ~ho 1Rde this ~etition ryrobr~ly ~ in not ~"OW hbout 
t:ie col oni7• ti on oy Jew~ there in 1 654 · The Jews in ; mete r dam 
ware int ere~ t ed i n ~ ul ac e of refu~ee for t~e Jew~ on the 
continen t. 



No. /Co. 

The Dutch \,es t India Company gr ants 
t he Jews of k ew Amsterd~m a ba sic 
charter of rights. 

1655 , Febru2 ry 1 5 : This charter is described in a 
New Amsterdam pet j tion by Dandrada on November 29 , 

16 55 . It gave t he Jews t he right to 
own rea l eAt ate in New nms terdam. However, t here were 
nrobc bly certa in prohibitions upon the Jews. Thi s docu
ment i s a!)pP. re-:-i tly no l onger extant. 



1655 , Larch 1 : 
H e\v hmsterdam 

No . I 7, 

The sherri f of t he c i ty brings ~ ch ar ge 
against hbraha~ de Lucen~ (Abram de l a Sina ), 
a Jew, for havi ng bis store open on Sunday. 
The Supreme court re~olves t ha t t he Jews 
who a rrived i n Ne~ ~ms terd~m in 1654 from 
the \ est I ndies mus t deoar t . 

Corneli s v~n rrenhoven , as Sheriff of t his 
city, oltf. v/s " oram dela Simi , a JeYr , 
deft. Pltf. rendering h i s demand i n writ ing , 

say s that he. de l a Sin~ , hbs kept his s tore ooen during the 
Sermon , ~nd sold oy retail, a proved oy aff i david; concludi ng , 
ther(j) r e , tha t deft . sh~ ll be dep rived of hi s trade and con
demnen i n a f ine of s ix hundred guilders. Thi e charge having 
been read before deft. , who not understanding t he s;•'Tle , it was 
ordered that copy thereof be g iven de~t. t o answer it by next 
Court day . Fi s ca l Cor nelia van Tienhoven informed t he 
Bur~omasters and Scheoena , t he Director GenerPl and Suorerne 
Council have re solved , tha t t~e Jews , who came la ~t yea r f rom 
t he 7: eFt I nd ieF and now f r om FAtherlnnd 'llUSt nrem~re t o depart 
fo r thwith ; And t ha t they shall r eceive not i ce t hereof , and 
ask ed , wh ether ~1rgo~Astere ~nd Scheoens hRd Any t~in~ t o object 
t he reto . It was d ec i eed , no; bu t tb~t the r esoJuti on rel~tin~ 
thereto Phell t?~e its course. ( ~ ecords of l!!tw Amsterdam, I , 
280- 1). 

The ref erence t o the resoluti on of t he Counoil ~one rently 
a ccord in~ to Oupenhei 'll r el a ted t o the deRire of Stuyvesant 
thnt t he J ews be required t o denart f r om . e~ h msterdarn . There 
i s no further ~ention of the denartur P. of t~e J ews , follo•1n~ 
the act i on of the Bu r~o~aster. In all P£Obabiliti e@ , the 
order was no t enforced . ( P&JH S, XVIII ll90~7 6 ). 

hbraharo de Lucen& orob~bly Rrrived in New h~sterdam , 

dur i ng the r.int er of 1654. ( See This is the 
f ir6t ti~e tha t he i s ~entioned in the New ~ orld . 

De Lucena was a s nokesrn1:1n f or t he Jew i sb com -riun i ty . 
Freouently , he mP.de netition to~ether with other Jews , for 
~not'e r i gh t s f or his co-relif!ioni s t s . He oeti tioned fo r 
burial f rounds , the right to trade a t the bouth River , t he 
ori vil eg-P t o hol e r eal e~t e.te , ;.nd to be a. burgher. Abraham 
de Lucen& could speHk Dutch fluently , Rcting Rever al times 
in the c~o~ city as interpre t e r fo r hi s fellow Je~e. 

Abraham oe Luc ena <!ooea r~ t o be an enterori i:: in~ ::nerchant . 



In the above calendar , he is mentioned RS keeoin~ Mbis store 
ooen during the f errnon, ano sold by retnil. 11 Probably , he 
wa~ a new arr ival a t this t i~e , ~no we~ i~nor~nt of t he local 
l aws . 

J acob de Lucena w~s one of t he few J ews in New Amsterdam ~ho 
waA married . h ~oses de Lucena is mentioned a t this t i~e, 
poss i bly Jacob ' s brotber. Jacob 1de Lucenn may be a r elative of 
.... braham Hain de Lucena , the second known minister of the 
Shearith I srael Congregation . 

.S t. £ No . <J t , 



1055 , ..lR rch 18: 
Kew ... ms terde 'll 

No . J ff. 

Rev. egalopensiP write e R letter to 
t he Cl asseP of Amst erd~m , and infor~es 
t heta that the Jewe who c w11e f rom Holland. 
in the sum111er of 1654, were l:: uenniles s 
group. . ~ore J ew e hav e come in t he euring 
of 1055 from Holl and. 

•,, e h~ve c aus e to be g r a teful t n the Lords 
Di recto re nnd t o your r everences f or the 
cAre and trouble ~aken t o ur ocur e for tbe 

Dutch on Lony I i:;l imd a. (l Ood clergy?nan even thou~h it h r:i R not 
yet re cul ted in auythinir . Meanwhil e , God -ha i:i led Domine 
JoAnneP Polhe:niuR fro'll Br a .7.il, over the CRrri befln I ~le.ndi:; , t o 
thi~ nl ace. P.e has f or the nr Psent ~on e to Lon~ I ~lend ,to R 
village called :..i dwout .. •. Lai::t ~um•>ter Pome Je"Et c rime here 
fro::t HollPnci , in or der to t r flce . J.f ter•ardi:: Pome Jell'tt, noor 
r;nd he? lthy , fl lso c :i•ne here on ~ .. he ru1•ne s:bin with D: PolheijraiP . 
It ~ould h~ve been nr oue r thflt the~e h~d been Puouorted by 
their o~ nntion , but they have been ~t our cha.r~e , so th~t 
we have had t o soend P.everal hundred !2"1.l ilder~ for t he ir sunoort. 
They c~me i::ever fl l timeF t o ~ house , weenin~ and bew~ iling 
t heir miRery , Rnd when I d irected t hem to the Je~i~h ~erchant 
they ea i d thAt he v.ould not lend them ~ s ini;l e ~ti ver. Jow 
again in the s~rin£ ~o~e h~ve come fro~ Holl~nd , and renort 
that A ~rea t mnny of t hat l o t would yet ~ollow and t hen build 
her e thei r p,yn::gogue . Tl'l i s causes P. 'llon11; t h e con~reg<· tion bere 
a irreP.t deal of comnlaint ~nd mu r muri n@' . These neopl e have 
no other God th an the unrip:b teouF l<a.m~on , and no ot'!ler a im 
t han t o get pos FeF sion of Chri s tian orooerty, and to win all 
other !'nerchants by drawing all t r ?de t owards themselves. There
fo re, we request your ?.ev~rences t ~ obt a in from t he Lords 
Director F t hR t thes e ~odleFs r ascols , who are of no benefit 
to t he coun try , but look a t eve ry thi n~ for their o~n orofit, 
may be sent awAy fro~ here. For , as we have here Paoists , 
. ennon i tes and Lutherans av1onfZ' t he Dutch; al so mriny Furi t ans 
o r I ndeuendente , and ~any htbeiets and various o ther servants 
of Baal amon~ t he ~nflish under t hi e Govern~ent , who conceal 
themselveF under t he name o f Chri Ftians ; it r.ould crea te a 
F t ill i;rrea ter confusi on , if the obFtinE< te and i !'nmovable Jews 
c~me t o s e t tle ber e . (Eccl e s i astjcA_l .Jie..cJ:>rds of New YaJ.:.k.. I 
1 19017 . 335-330) . 

o _____ _ 

J acob s~r£1i •11eon see!!ls t o heve been the only J e1'iiflb mercbf\?lt 
tbere. {J &mes on, Ha rratives of~ ~!et~erlan~l309-166,!7 
393.) ~rom t hi s letter it anpea r F t bnt the oenniless Jew r ho 
came f rom South PmericP and who a re suuuoeed t o hsve bePn the 
first-co~erP of their rPli~ion, foun~ other Jews here before 
them (PAJHS, III [fas~/ 44) . 



~egalopenei s was a minister in New amsterdam for twenty 
seven years . · He was at all t i mee a very e~Tnest supporter 
of hi s own church· and a rehement opposer of other denomina
tions . (Dict i ona ry of J..merican Bi og raphy, :XII, 499 ) - - -- ~ ----------- --



1555 , .kpril 15: 

No .11. 

Douwessen nnd P. J ans lease a house to 
Fer era . 

Sefore me , Co rneli a va n Ruyven, eecretRr y 
New hmsterda~ in Nev: Ue t herland , apnointed by the General 

Cha r tered \:e s t I ndi a Company , appea red the 
•orthy Harmen Douwess en and ? ietertje Jans, wife of Claes 
J~nsen P.ui jter, of the one -oart, and Ja vid Ferera of the 
other part, which Earmen uouwes and Pietertje J ans , for her 
Pelf and in the name of her husb?nd Cl ae s J~neen Ruitjer , 
decl a red that t hey le?sed , and ~hvid Ferera acknowledged tha t 
he hired, a certa in bouPe belongi ng to the le ssor s , stf..nding 
and si tu2ted i n ? e~ rl st reet, adj oini n~ Rem J ansen and Jacob 
EverAen , for the terrn of one year , co'Tt>nencing on t he 8th of 
March l a8 t. For the r ent o~ s~id hous e the les8ee s hall del i ver 
to t he l eesorEl s ix hundred rui l der s ' worth of merchantable 
@:Oode which they may dispose of for their ben efi t; but on the 
exnirP. tion of s ix months they PhPll be bour. rt to deliver t0 the 
les see the eum of four hundred guilder~ i n beaver or elk b i des , 
accordi ng as n~ rtie~ ehall t hen egree, Pn n t~e re~r.inin~ tvo 
hundred f!Uild ers the lee:eorR shall ret P. in f or t~e u~e of t he 
nfore sn i d houee for t he term o~ one year. Partie~ hRve fu rther 
agreed and covenanted t~? t in ca se t he le~~o rs fai l t o uay 
t he ei ri i d 400 guil rl ere:at the anpoi nted ti 'lle of r: i x mont hs , the 
lesse e shc..11 have as hi s (!Ua r t1ntee the afores11 i d houi=ie and for 
th a t our pose t.hey specially ~ort~age and nled~e the afore8e1d 
house and lot until t he Qay~ent be effec tually made . ~here
fore OA rtie e re$oectfull y b i nd All thei r oroner ty , moveable 
and im Tioveable , ore sen t and future, notbiny e~cented, sub
~i tt in~ the sAme to all court s , tribun?l s and judges . 

TbuP done i n A ~sterda~ in NeP Netherl and, t he l Bt h of • nril, 
;.. 0. l 5f 5 . 

De.uid Fri·a 
Jury en blhnck, as wi tness 

I n :ny ~rei:ence , 

Harmen Douwes 
? eter I j ans 

Cor nelis v~n Ruijven 
· Secret ary 

( Calend.-,.r of Nev.· York Hi s t oricul llanuecripts Lf.630-16 7-s/ III, 
58 ; Translation i n ~hJHS , XVII I [190~/ 74-15 ). 

Thi s i s ou r f irs t referenc e to :;::,11 vid Ferera. Re apoears 
t hirty- seven m~re ti !1le f." in New Mnster dam , f rom Aoril 15 , 1555 
t o Sentember l o , 1658 . Ferer a l s nl~ays i nvolved wi t h court 
c as eR i n gener<l , and t he clo thin~ of Yey8er i n particul a r. 
~ R a reFult of the l~ tter c~Pe , Ferer H was confined in o rison , 



with several Jews - Mosee de Lucena and J osenh de Costa -
r al lying to his defense. Fer era mus t have been well to do 
when he first arr ived in New Ams terda'Tl in the \'l·inter of 1654. 
(See He was able to lease a house i mmedi ately 
and -ne.y A. tax of a hundred floune. In 1656, !i'erer?. had so"?le 
bueines s connections wi th ?. Je~, da Silva of .Holland . f s ee 

Dp,vid Ferer a - aooears in Ma ryl ?. nd until 
February 26 , 1660. 

5 ~ £ .fo.1 8 , 

• 



1655 , Aoril '36 : 
Amsterda..'D to 
New AmFte1·da10 

N 10. o. 

The Di rec t ors of t he ~. est I nd i ? Co!Il'pany 
tell Stuyvesant that the Jews mby 
t r avel , tra-Oe ~nd live in New nmsterdam, 
provided t he ooor among them sb[!.ll not 
becoroe a burden to the community . 

• e would have liked t o effectuate and 
fu l f ill your wishes and requeFt that 
the new territor ie s s~ould no more be 
allowed to be infected by oeople of the 

Jewi sh n~t ion ,for we foresee .therefrom the same diff icult i es 
which you fe~ r, but a fter havi ng further weigh ed ~ nd con
s idered the matter, we observe that this would be somewha t 
unreasonable end unf&ir, especi ally because of the con
Pi derable loss susta ined by t his na ti on , with othe r s in the 
takin~ of Brazil , as also becaus e of tbela r~e a'Dount of 
caoitPl which they still have invested in t he sha res of 
this comoany. Therefore after many de l i berations , we have 
f i nally deci ded end resolved to apoet ile upon e ce rtAi n 
oet i tion or e sented by sai d Fortu€!Ues e Jews that t~eFe oeoole 
may travel and trade t o and in Uew Netherland and live and 
rema in there , nrovided the poor R~onp. t hem shell not become 
P burd en to the compeny or t o the community , but be euuoorted 
by their own nat i on . You will now p.overn yoursel f ~ccord ingly . 
( Docu ment s Rela ting to the Colon i al History .2.! lieJI' 'laJ:k. XI V 
31 5 ; ?evi sed translati on , PAJHS. XVIII 1190~7 8 ). 

Tbe letter from the CirectorF t o Stuyvesant giving oer
~i s8ion to the Jews to settle there is an in tere ~ting 
examnle of the strugrl e between old- t i me bigotry, n rejudice, 
<nd in tol erance , and commerci ~l ins tinct of t he Dutch ae to 
the des ireH.bili ty of {?r anting th e Qermiesion prHyed fo r . 
Perhaps t he chi ef :'llotive W<1s as t~e Directors out it, 
"bece.u se of t he l ;;. rg:e amount of c anital 1thich t he Jews invested 
in the 8hareF of tbiE" CO!'tloany" (P.kJHS , I [f.89§/ 42) . 

See No. 1s. 



No • .:L /. 

De Lucena , DandradA, Cohen mAke net i tion 
for ~ ~ran t of l nnd for a Jewi sh burial 
~round . It was decided by t he Director
Genera l t hat there is no need of it yet. 

July ,1655 
1655 , July 27: Abraham deLucena , Salvador Dandrada and Jacob 
New Amsterdam Cohen , Je"s, in the name of the others, 

petition the HonorFble Director General 
this day to be ~ermitted t o ourchaP e A burying plAce for 
their nation, which bei ng reported to the meeting and voted 
on, it was agreed to give t hem the answer that inasmuch AS 
t hey did not ~ish t o bury their dead (of wbicn aR yet there 
"B P no need) in the com:aon burying ground, there l'Joul d be 
gr anted them when the need and occasion therefor r. roee, some 
pl ace elsewhere of t he free land belonging to the Company. 
Dated as above. (Calendar of New York Hi Ptorica l :Aanuscripts 
VI , Dutch, 150; Translated in PAJHS.-XVI.ff Tf9ofl 75) . 

This i s our first ~ention of Sal vado r Dandrade. Re orobably 
lived less than two years in New A~PterdAm . Dandra d<kfrequently 
made ryeti ti on for Jewish rights and 1rivilege:for bur i al 
~rounds , the right of free trRde, and t he ~rivi le~e to oossess 
rea l eFtate . The dieaot>Ointment in not bein~ able to own real 
estate, may have been the orime reason for his depa rture fro~ 
New Amsterdam. 

Th iF is our fi~st ref P.rence t o J acob Cohen. He is ~entioned 
twenty-seven time, until be left the colony three yea r s l a ter, 
a bout hugu s t 28, 1658. Cohen ~As a orominent man in the Jewish 
comirrunity. He acted jointly "1th other Je"e in netitioning 
for a cemetery, for t he ri~ht s to bold real es tat e, and the 
ri p:bt of ~iti?.enship. Si nce de Cost a a i ded him in rendering 
a letter into Dutch, Cohen auparently knew no Dutch , nor lived 
in Holland. 

The first dea th among t he Je~s probably occurred between 
July 27 , 1655 and February 22 , 1656 . For on tbe latter da te, 
the Jews of New n~sterda~ were gr~ nted ~ burying pl ace outside 
the city. Now , auparently t here 1'as a need. 



No• .J.. :1_' 

'i 
I I 
'I 
'I 
11' 

A resolution that the Jews be 1ex:empt from 
military service, on paying :a oo:m.mutation 
fee, as th·e citizens have a great ;aversion 
to serve wi ·!;h them. 

I · 
. Resolution to exempt the Jews .from military l 1655, Aug. 28a 

New .Amsterdam service, 28th o.f August, 1655, I · 
The Ca.pt:ain.e :and officers of the train- ji · 

bands of this city having a.eked the Director~:· 
General and Council whether the Jewish people who reside in thi.s 
city, should also train and mound guard w~th th.e citi~·en'f;'J 'bands. 
this was taken into consideration and del1ber~.ted upon; f1r:st the 
disinclination and unwillingness of these tra1nhands to.be fello~· 
soldiers with the aforesaid naM.on :and to be on guard w1 th the1!1 in 
the same guard house, :and on the other side, that the said mt ion 
was not admitted or counted among the citizens• as reg·ards train
banda or common citizen's guard.s,neither in the illtiatrious City 
of Amsterd.am nor(to our knowledge) in any city in Netherl'iand.; -but 
in order ·that the said ne,t:i.on may honestly be taxed for their fre·e
dom in that respeot, it is directed by th~ Director General and 
Uounoil, to prevent further discontent, that the aforesaid nation 
shall, aoc ording ·to the usages of the renowned. City of .Amsterdam, 
remain exempt from the general tra.inin.g and gu:ard duty, on condition 
that each male person ovrer 16 and under 60 years contribute for 
the aforesaid freedom towarde the relief of' the general .rminicip:al 
ta:x:ea .65eti v,e_rs f!rvry month, and the mili tar.r council of the ci th~ens 
is hereby authoriaed and. charged to carry this into effect until 
our further orders, and to collect, pursuant to the :a,'bove, the 
aforesaid contribution once in every month, and inoase of refusal 
to collect it by legal process. Thue done in Council at .t!'ort Am ... 
sterdam, on the day as above. 

Signed: :P, Stuyvesant, Nice.aius de Sille, Corneli·s van '.l'.'ien• 
hovren, (EoGleai~stic~l :gec2r.9.s oj' 1.:f~w X.2....:r;Jf, I, 340; Cal...e~ Q! 
N§W Yo~.!£ Hi§lj;o~.± .. cf!.l M~mu.~g_r..!J2..i~U630-1664' Dutoh,XVI, 31v.·; Tr,ansJ_ation 
in Dooument_~ ~:!:_~ti_:r;g ~Q. t_~~ Q.Q.J.o .. nl~.l HJ,.J?._:t ... Q..r:Y'. Q.f :ti~.:w Yg,r,J,s:_,"I, 340). 

----~-0-·~-·---~__.. 
rrhe 1?igoted,medieval attitude toward the .Jew is not limited 

exclusively to Stuyvesant. It ie shared by the captains, and train ... 
bands of New Amsterdam; as well. The Jews were ·exempt from mili ta.ry 
service becau1se the oi tizens apparently had an aversion to train wi·th 
wi·th them. The Jew~ oould oompensate by the legal exau:ae of paying 
a tax. 

This discriminatory tax was the type of humiliation tha.:~ the 
Jew.a had. known in many countries in Europe. 



i. 

1655, October 12: 
New Amsterdam 

o£_New Ams~_alfu I, 

Asser Levy (Leevens), Jacob Cohen(Cawyn)· 
and Salvador Dandrada are included in 
a tax list. 

Jaoob Cawyn. Item ••••••• Fl. 
Assar Leevevs Item ••••• .-;g1. 
Salvador Dandrada.Item .~l. 

371). 

100 
6 

100 (R~E~ 

Because As:ser r.JeV'y was taxed only s.ix florins,.· we ~ay ~onQ,J.ude 
that he was not well-to-do at this time (PAJ~ VIII .1900 14) .. 

.. -
------~o~~~---

Jacob Cohen and Salvador Dandrada appear to b'e more weal thy' 
than Asser Levy. 

Asaer Levy was a manual labor and had to work hard to earn 
a living. 

See fo, 3 o. 



1655, October 12: 
New Amsterdam 

Jacob Barsimson (Bartinsen) is inoluded in 
a tax list. 

Jacob Bartitisen volunta,ry ............. 6 
tax list (Records of 1!« 

-~- I, 371). ~-·- ~ 

____ o ___ _ 

This is th~ first mentii'l:n of ·Barsimson since ... his arrival in 
New Amsterdam on August 22, 1654. The amount of the tax was small, 
indicating that Barsimson was not we,al thy. He petitioned o:n November 
5, 1655 for leave to stand guard or be relieved from the tax paid. 
by others of his nation. The reason given was that ."he must earn 
a living by manual labor"• Thi;s tax was obviously· too much for him. 



'l'here are the names o:f' J)avid Ferera (Frerie) 
and Joseph de Costa (Coster) on a tax list. 

I l I 

1! 

I , 
' I 

1655, October 12z 
New Amsterdam I 

David Frerie I tam •••••••••••.•• Fl 100 I , 
1 

• 

Joseph de Coster Item ............ 100 (Record.a: '• 
o_! l'(e;w Am~-~, I,371). - : ;, 

i 
I 

' 

--~----...--0----~~--

David Ferer:e, appears to be quite weal thy. Not only was he 
taxed a hundred florins here, but on April , 5, 1655, he leased a ~· 
house. 

Thia is our first mention of Joseph de Costa, :a. Jew, who liv·ed 
in New .Amsterdam for about five years, De Costa appears to have <a 
good knowledge of the Dutch langu;age, for on July 4, 1656, he was 
Ferera's interpreter, and also rendered Jacob Cohen's letter of 
August 20, 1658, into Dutch. Jacob de Cos.ta is mention1ecl frequently 
with other Jews, making petition with them on several occasions: ·thre 
right to trade and hold real estate (March 14,1656), a permit for 
trade on the South. River (March 25,1656), Qnd for burghership (April 
20, 1657). Al though De cost.a is mentioned fourteen times from Octo'ber 
J,,2,1655, to June 21, 1660, he ia rarely mentioned in court ca.ses. 
Not once is he the defendant. 



David Ferera (Freree) wins his suit against 
P.n. Waterhout for forty ankers of distilled ! waters. 

1655, October 18: David Freree, Pltf. v/s Pieter Dircksen 
New Amsterdam Waterhout,def.t. Pltf. requests de~i~-ery of 

f 40 ankers of distilled waters. which were 
laden in his sh:!.: and dE~ft. 'Was bound to d.eliver a.?co:r.ding t? bill 
of lading. Deft. aoknowledgea the same to be his b1ll of. lading and 
says, the ankers were delivered out of his ship to the p~blio. st?re; 

'but that .Adri.ien Blonnnaert removed some ankers in the shJ.p here in 
port. Whereupon the question ooours, whose ankers they a:Nh The 
Court comdemns the skipper, Pieter Dircksen to fulfill his bill ot 
ladj.ng. (R&o<!£iia q~:r Ne_! ~ . .§Ir~~! I, 376). 

---- __ o ________ __ 

"' On December 23, 1655, P • .Dircksen Waterhout appealed. the decision. 
After a second appeal cm ,Tanua.ry 17, 1656, a new trial we.a ordered 
eight days later • .A judgment was finally rendere1i on March 15

11 
1656, 

that 'annulled the attachment against the def endant
9 



1655, Oatdber 25: 
New Amsterdam 

.David Ferera .(Frere) wins his case against 
A. Keyser for fl. 192, in tobacco and beer. 

David Frere, Pltf. v/s Adra.ien Keyser, deft .. 
.Deft' s second default• Pl tf. deina.nci.s, where
as deft. remains in default an owes him 

fl 192 in tobajCO for sale and delivery of certain. beer whereof the 
time has expi•d ove~ two months ·ago, that he be condemned to pay 
the monies.into the l,)ecretarys office,or that the Goods, being 
clothing, left in pledge therefore, be sold.The Court having seen 
the a/c and debt, decl"ee, by vJ.rtue of ·the 2 defaul·ts, the deft. 
shall pay the said monies into th~ Secretary' a office within 1·4 days. 
(ft~~g_orda of_~w Arnster_da!Jl, I, 36IJ• 

_____ o ___ . 

On January 24, 1655, Ferer·~· a~tempted to recove:r the l 92 
florins for betn:• which he had sold. The court appointed. arbitrators 
on Febr'Uary 7, 1656, to de·termine what typ1e of our:re11cy should b,e 
used to pay the debt. Keyser was ordered on February 21,1656, to 
pay Ferer,-a_ within two days. Three days later, a com:mission was 
appointed to ascer·tain whether the defendant had satisfied. his 
obligations. 

,,. 
Sere I\/ o . "'N , 



1655, October 25: 
New .Amsterdam 

i'homas Hall , defendant, is in. default in 
a suit initiated by David Fefra(.F.rere). . . ... " 

navid Frere, plt:t'. v/s Thomas Hall, de.ft,. 
Deft. i)·n default.(R~ao~ss 2! ~~!( Ams~t9:..,~m. 
I, 385 • . 

__ o __ _ 

On November 15, 1655, both Ferera and Hall were in default. 
"-. 



No.;i.j, 

Stuyvesant writes to the Directors of the 
West India Company and admonishes them, tha·t 
if the Jews are given liberty,then Lutherans 
and Papists will deman« it also. 

1655, Ocrtober 30: To give liber·ty to the Jews will be. very 
New .Amsterdam detrimental there, because the Christians 

there will . not be able at the same ·time to 

'

·. do business. Giving them liber·ty, we cannot 
refuse the Lutherans and Papists. (Du·tch 

abstract by Hans Bontamental in library of Historical Socie·ty of 
Pennsylvania;Translation in P~, XVIII (!Oo9) 20). 

____ o ___ _ 

· The dem:and.s of the Jews for religious li ber'.ty aided ·th·e 
Lutherans in the achievement of religious freedom.(ibid.,p 22).The 
struggle of the Jews for civil rights invariably helped other 
minority groups. 

__ o ______ ,.. ___ _ 

On July 14, 1656,, the Jewa were allowecl to 11 exercise in all 
quietness their religion within their house.a~ 



, .. 

No • .3D' 

Barsi.mson and Asser Levy peti·tion for leave 
to stancl guard like other burghers of New 
Amsterdam or be relieved from tax paid by 
others of their nation. Their petition is 
granted.. 

1655, November 5 : Jacob Barsimaon ru1d Asser Levy re~est to 
New .Amsterdam be :permitted to keep guard with ot. er 

burghers, or be free from the tax which 
I: others of their nation pay, e.s they must 

earn tb.err living by manual labor. 
After a vote, the answer was given: Director 

General and Council persist in the resolution passed, yet as the 
petitioners are of opinion that the result of this will be injur
ious to ·them, consent is hereby given to them to depart whenever 
whither. it pleases them. Da.ted as above. Calendar of. New York 
Historiga.~ Manuscr~, Duth (1630 - 166 . , I, J.54;!r.analation 
~II, ( 1909J, 25). 

On August 28th,1655, there we.a a resolution that the Jews be 
exempt from military service on paying a commutation fee. The 
reason given is that the oitizene have a great aversion to serve 
with them. · , " · 

The above ealendar supports the contention that Asse~l.evy :and 
Jaco'b Barsimson are poor. There i.e no struggle here for the 
principle of equality. 

If the petitioners we.re insistent that they were injured by 
the regula.tion they were free to leave the province and go a.nywhere 
anytime. This reflects the anti-Jewish attitude of Stuyvesant and 
his colleagues. 

This ij the only time, Ba.rsimaon acted jointly with another 



No.3 /, 

'Ferera (Frere) and. Hall are both in 
default. 

I' 11 

I 'I 
I I 

! 
I I 

; I 
I I 

1655, November 15: 
New Amsterdam 

David Frere,Pltf. v/e Thomas Ha.11,deft. : 1 

Both are in default. (Records o..f... ~Y.1 -~~ .• 
I, 399) • ----

____ o __ _ 

On OctfPer 25,1655, Ferera was the plaintiff and hall the 
defendant. At that time only Hall was in default. 

I; 1·, .. 
'II• 

I' 
jl . 

I ~I 
)J I 

I ;1 ' 



Abraham de Lucena, Salvador Dandrada, and 
Jacob Cohen petition on behalf of the Jew:s; 
for le~ve to tre.de at the South {Delo.ware) 
River and ] 1ort Orange ,and other pl<a.ces. 

1655, Nov. 29: To the Honora.ble Director General ancl Council 
New .Amsterdam of New Netherland: 

Show with due reverence, Abra.ham deLucena, 
Salvador Dandrada and J~cob Cohen, for them

selves an~ in the name of others of the Jewish nation. residing in · 
thif:1 City~ show how that under date of the 15th o-f February, 1655, 
the Honorable tords DireQtors o:f the incorporated Wea:t India Com• 
pany, Matera and Patrons of this t:rovirwe, gave permission and aon ... 

·sent to ·the petitioners, like the other inhabitants, to tr.i.v1el, 
reside and trade here, and enjoy the same 11 berti es~ whhr.h a proved 
by the document here annexed. They respectfully therefor1e equest 
that your Honors.ble. Worships will not prevent or hinder them herein, 
but will allow and consent that, pursuant to the consent obtained., 
th~y may, with other inhabitants of thils province, travel and trade 
on the South River of Mew Netherland., at Fort Orange a.nd other place's 
situate wi·thin the jurisdiction of this Government of. New N'etherla.nd.. 
So doing they shall remain 

Your Noble Servants: 
(signed) Abraham deLuoena, 

Salvador Dandrade., 
Jacob Cohen. (C~ilar Q.! N.rua Y..tt.rk Hi..s~r ... : 

ios.\J. M~~J2,~,, VI, 155; Translation in D~pts R~,.ij;;_;lpg tJl .th~ 
c.,~!?_nia.;h~ H!.!.igry 9:f.. ~£r£t Y.,,,,Q~.~! XII, 1.17' 118). 

----~-----0----~-----
I 

The petition of Januar)t, 1655, by the Jews in Amsterdam ·to the 1 

West India Company for J'ewlb.sh righ't{s in New .Amsterdam was ap12arently 
acted upon fe.vorably. The Company granted permission to the J""ewrsto 
travel, trade and resid 1e in Nevi Amsterdam. The Jew's of New Amsterdam 
now ~sk for. these r~ghts, e,s incorporated in the letter or Febru~~ 
l5tl655. 

--------···---~- ~-··-~·---_--,___- --~=----~ -~ 
- -

,i Ii I 

I: 

' ' : I 

I 



The Jews are allowed to send one or two 
persons to the South River to trade. 

1655, November 29: After the foregoing p11·tition having been ::I· I 
New .Amsterdam read at the meeting of the Director General 

1

11!. 
and Counoil, it was resolved that each of :

1 

.. ' 

the members of' the Council shall give his opinion as ·to whe:t answer :,: .. ! 

shall 'be placed thereon. Iii· i' 
. Opinions of the various members. Stuyvesant 111

1 
1 

voted thiit the petition be denied f.o;" eightY,drtehastonhs. Ldai'.Mdontatgn1· ~k j: ,\ 

gave a similar opinion. Nicasius deS1lle sa1. ·. a . e · no .. l e 1

1 ·1 
to a.ct contrary to the order of the L~rds Director:s, but that :~:s a.t 

1

•11 
present the Jews have put on board ship goods for the South Rive~ I, 
permission might. be given to them, and furthe:r orders be 'awaited in 111 l, 
answer to the las-t letter sent; to the Lord.a Directors. Cornelia 11 1 
van 1rienhoven was of :the opinion that it would bt:r injurious to the !I 

communi·ty and thf.:i population of the said places to grant the peti ·ti on, 
of the Jews, anclr1tha t it should be denied for the coming winter, and 
~mple report :made thereon to the Lords Directors, but that for thi:a 
time a young man of the nation be allowed to go to the South RiV15!T 
with some•oods, without thereby establishing a pr.eoedent • 

.Apostille granted upon the above request of 
the Jews: For weighty reaeons,this request, made in such general 
terms, i:s declined;yet having been informed that suppliant.a have 
already shipped some goods, they are for the time being -allowed to 
send one or two persona to the south River in order to dispose of 
the s<ame, which being done they are to re·turn hither. Done :E1.<1~ 
a.bo;re. ~~~-r .Q.f N~w Y?:t:k I~g.§1 ~a~cr~t~ VI, 150; Trans ... 
i~i~o~1 ~n _ D~i~T,E.i.s ReJJ&.tins t9.. t,:Q~ ColqJ?..J...!J. !fr'~.;·=2£z 2! 1{§!' !.2.r!., 

____ o ___ _ 

Stuyvesant still persists in his bigoted ·attit;ude toward the 
Jews. This ban wa.e a d1reot viol·ation of the right to trade granted 
by the Company on February ;t.5, 1655. 

On March 14, 1656, the Directors of the New Amsterdam Councill 
finally granted the Jews the right to trade on the South River. Per
haps ~he West India Company put pressure on Stuyvesant, during the 
interim period. 



.. 
1655,Deoember 6: 
New .Amsterdam 

~atripta, III,139). 

De Costa leases a house • 

Lease. Michel De Ca.rreman Joi;ieph d' Acost'a 
of a. house in New .Amsterdam.{C,alendar £[ 
New York Historical Manuscripts (1630-166{} 
Dutofi;ttI~From N'ew·t~nJ.a.l ~:-

___ o ___ _ 

This iJJ the second time the,t a house is leased by a Jew in New 
Amsterdam. On April. 15,1655,David Ferera leased a li.ous·e on Pearl 
Street. 

A decision,reported on March 14,1656,stated ·that"'ho Jew ~ould 
hold. real estate in New .Amsterdam. De Costa's petition of. March 
14,1656, to have the right to possess real eatateJ was ..c,ienied.. 

i i 
Ii 
,' \ 
11. 1. 

'I ! 



No._jS, 

Jacob Cohen has shipped tobacco without 
a permit. 

1655, December 14: Minute. Of the seizure of tobaoco,shipped 
New .Amsterdam by Jacob Cohen without .a permit, and on which "I 

. . the duties ~ve not be~ paid. (Calendar_ Q1_. 1 
:n~ Yo:r~ H!P,t9r~.cfil. Manugc,r.;tp_!§, IJ.630 - 1661,J Dutch, ~:CTIB'T .~ 
From-iTew 1or!c O'o!on1a1Tanuscrl1r!~13, VI, 194). 111 

: ·i1· 

~--~---0~-------

Jacob Cohen petitioned on November 29, 1655, for a permit to 
trade on the South River. Perhaps, he had tobacco interests there. 
A complaint of smuggli~g was filed against Cohen on December 23, 
1655. 

I, 



Issa.a I fnael and Issac Cardoso refuse to 
help protect the highway. They would 
rather leave the area. 

20: The foregoing articles and pronositions 
of the savages having been communica.ted 
to the community li v-ing at .F'ort Oasimi r, 
they received the same with satisfaction 
and a.ssentc~d willingly~ upon the request 

.1655, December 
Outoh Colonial 
Settlement on the 
De:Bware River 

of the Honble Vioe-·Director, each in accordance with his 
subscription, to the following subsidy, with the exception 
of Issac Israel and Issac Cardoso, who refused to give thltr 
consent a.nd p:repr:i,red to leave the river and give up their 
tr a.de, tha.n to assist with other good inhabitants, in main
taining the peace of this highway. (Minutes of the administra
tion of Jean Paul Jacquet, Vice-Director at the Delaware; 
~£!.§13 t S). ~§.iillg ~~- t ll~_q:§}.2£2:!:1- _li_~~y 0 L N ~! Y:~~!.k , 
XII, 13(3 . -

0 --... ·~---·- - ... ------·--
Israel nnd Cardoso were the two agents of the Jewish fur 

trade of New Amsterdam. Since this ~as their last trip to 
the South Hiver, they ha,d no incentive .to have better b:lgh
mrays. 

'I 
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Jacob Cohen Henri.quea and Salvador :D' Andra.d,a 
have to pay certe.in duties if condemned. 

1655,December 23: · Bond. Sacob Cohen Henriques and Sa.lva.dor 
New Amsterdam d'Andrada to pay certain duties if condemned. 

(_g~;: .,2f 1!~ York ~9~1 Man"!!,,.E!~£!.tl!. !.t 
C:630·1664J,Dutoh,"!II,60; From 1!,~~t.k ~2!,-

oni-'l _Manuscripts,III,141). 

__ ..._ __ ..._._o ______ ~-

ffacob Cohen Henriques is listed in twenty-four previous entries 
as merely Jacob Cohen. The name of Henriques appears th:r.ee other 
times i on petitions ·to hold real esta.te, the right to bak~ bread 
behind. closed doors,and the pri>vilege of citizenship. It is 
to understa,nd why the name Hen1.•iques is employed.. 



Jacob Cohen is charged with smuggling. 

1655;Dec. 23: 
New Amsterdam 

Complaint. Fiscal against Jacob Cohen,for 
smuggliw~,praying the oonf.iscation of. certain 
tobacco. {Calendar q_f N~ Y.&1...tk H.iat.Q.:r.:lial 

~us9r1~~s, 1630 • 1664, VI, Du~57; From the N_my, Y.a.l!k Q.Q.lr 
~l ~~.tQllJll§, VI, 198). . 

___ o __ _ 

On December 14, 1655, Jacob Cohen had his tobacco seized, because 
he had no permit. On January 18, 1658, a compromise was permitted 
in . the c·ase of the fi seal versus Cohen. 



No,.3/, 

Sa1vador Dandrada (Dandradj) sets forth that 
he had purchased a house in New Amsterdam, at 
public auction, and applies for a deed, as 
he is ready to pay purchase money. 

1655, December 23: To the Honorable Worshipful Dmrector General 
New Amsterdam and High Councillors of New Net.herland: 

. Salvador Dandradj, Jewish merchant here in 
this ({Jity, makes known, with submissive reverence, how tha~ accor
ding to. the authorization granted by the Honor~ble Lords Directors 
of the West India Company, Amsterdam Chamber, in Hol~and, to the 
Jewish nation, your petitioner has been cond1;lcting h1~ business 
and trading here in ·this country, together w1 th other ·merchants, 
anc.l since his residence here has for this purpose rented and 
inhabited a house, and finally the said house and appurtenances 
were knocJ~ed down to him at a public sale by the secretary of the 
Noble Worships, held on the 14th of this month of December, and 
he has , pursuant to the same, come into the ownership thereof, 
ace ording to ·the c ondi ti ona under which the said house and 
appurtenances had been knocked down, an authentic copy of which is 
annexed; 

And whereas your petitioner would like to enjoy his right to 
the same and to pay the purchase price stipulated, at the respective 
.dates of ~turity, he therefore submissively petitions tha:t your 
Honorable Worships be pleased to permit and allow him so to do, 
expecting ~ favorable apostille rega~dinf the same. 

Will remain your Honorable Worships Subjeat 
Salvador Dandradj 

Da:ted, Amsterdam in New Netherland , .December 17, 1655 

The above petition having been read, the following 
apostille was added to the same: 

The oonveyance of the premises mentioned herein is for 
pregnant reasons declined. 

. Done at ,a, meet in~ on the ab~e date. (Ca,l~J:ill..sr q,;C: .N.ew:."to.:i:k 
IJ1st9.rJ~q_a1 Mam!!! .. Q.;r..J.nll., \J.6'30 - 1664;.l, VI, 155;-Yro:m New You 
Q.~l ~e.&i.l!i;p,.ts, VI, 197 - 198, Translation in PAl,HS.;-XVIII, 

(1909) 30). -
____ o __ 

Dandrad.a seems to be an enterprising merchant. His earliest tax 



was a hundred florins. Now he is prepared to jurchase this house. 
The sale ot the house was canceled on Karch 14, 1656, for the 
privilege of owning a house is denied to Jews. 

________ o ________ _ 

See Y/ o s . </ ~ G:> 0 · 



No.1f0, 

Peter Do Waterho:nd appeals his ca.i:Mi 
against Ferera. 

l655t December 23: Notice of appeal. Peter ·Dirckaen ~Vater-
New Amat erdam hond., from a judgment obtained in ·the city 

court of New Amsterdm.m, by David Ferera, 
;a_ :U:ew. (Calendar of N e.w ·::L<H:l<;_li..1.§ .. :t_o..i;•_iJ:ui l 

~p.u~.Q .. ;rJJ2ts, (1..630 ... 1664j, Du·tch, Uounc·ri Minut.ers, VI, 157; Nie·w :{_Q_;rJc 
.Colonial Manuscri_pts, VI, 198). 

•-•-P~----"~--·-""""- '~'·•--••-"""~-•-m 

____ o __ _ 
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Jacob Barsimson (Barsunso11.) wins suit fro:rn 
Ma,ryn !Juyckersen for restoration of shoe~ 
and beaver. · 

1656, January 3: Jacob Baraunsom, pltf. v/s Maryn Luyckereen, 
New Amst 1erdam deft. Pl tf. says, he gave deft. twelve pairs 

of shoes and one beaver to purchase butter 
for him therewith, at the North; t~wit at the rate of 10 lbs. of 
butter for one pair of shoes, or to return the same. And wherea:s 
deft. has sold the shoes there and will deliver him, now, fl. 3. 
per pair, and he could easely have sold the same here at fl. 4. 
requests delivery of butter or restitution of goods. Deft. acknowl
edges to have received the twelve pairs sh0es and I beaver. to trade 
away, for pltf, for butter or wheat at the North, lfi thout fix.ing 
a price; saying he received no butter therefor, and offers to pay 
pltf. on maize or zeewan 0 fl. 3 per pair, and as he expended the 
bea.ver offers to give another in. its stead, so that the difference 
only is calculated between 3 and 4 gl. the pair of ahpea. Partie:s 
being heard, the Court condemns deft. to pay for the shoes in good 
zeewan at 4 gl. the pair and to restore the beaver, inQsmuoh as 
he brought with him butter from the Horth, and has neither paid 
nor eatisfied pltf. up to the present day,(Recorde of N~ ~~ 
II, 2;3). 

----~----0------~-
This is the first 'time Ba.rsimson appeared in court either as 

plaintiff or defendant. 
Judging by the qua,nti ty of shoes, Barsimson must have been 

engaged in some form of merchandizing, 
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No.1-f.:i_. 

Jacob Barsimson (Baraunsom) asks and receives 
money in lieu of zeewan which he was previous-
ly awarded in court. 

1656,January 10: Jacob Barsunsom appeared in Court; complains 
New Amsterdam tha~ Maryn Luyckessen, who was condemned,on 

the last Court da¥ to pay him, offers 'Zeewan 
which he can (not} dispose of ,Requests, that 
the court be pleased to order as they sha.11 
find equitable. On the request of the Com-

parant the Court has ordered Maryn Luyckeasen to deposi ·t the money 
within 24 hours with the Secretary, on pain of execution.(Reoords 
of ]!"_fill~~!!!• II, 8 ). --

, I 
, I 

i I 

: '1~ : ; ~ 
i ;,1 
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1656,January 11: 
New Amsterdam 

On the 12th Janua,ry 
and wampum. (~ds 

No. t/ .3 · ' 

Jt~cob Baraimson (Barsinaom) acoepteQ~_beaver 
and wampum of Luyokessen, 

On 11th Jany Maryn Luyckeasen deposited, 
according to order, and for the behoof of 
Jacob Barsinsom, one beaver and f.1.48 in . 
Zeewan. · I 

Jacob Barsinsom accepted and rece:lved fu'e beaver 
qJ New Amst.~:r.9:!tm, II, 9 ) • 

____ o ___ _ 
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No. ;/ f, 

Teunis Cray asks permission to convey house 
and lot to Dandrada. He is referred. to the 
apostille of Dec 23,1655. 

1656, Janue,ry 15: Having read the :petitj,on of Teunis Cray 
New .Amsterdam requestj.ng thQt the Director Gen1eral and 

Council be pleased to consent that he make 
a conveyancei and transfer to Salv~dor Dan-

drada, Jewish merchant here, of his house bought by the said Dandrad:a 
at public auction for 1860 guilders, or that the Director Gener~l 
and Council be p~eaeed to take possession of the same and p'ay for 
the sQme the promised purchase money; 

It was voted to make ·the following a:postille: 
The petit.ioner is referred. to the apostille dated December 23d 

la.at, made to the petition of the said Jew Salvador Dandrada, r<e
garding thie.Dated~s above. (Calend,ar p.J N.~.YV" 1,Q .. ;r;_k. JJ:J.Ji.:t.o:ri.c.al .. Ma.nus
crip:bs (}630 - 1664;..,, Dutch, TI,157; from Ne~ YQ.r~ Co.±..~J.11&.l. 
Mi:n,!Jfil.!.pts, VI, 218; Translation in P~JJJ.~, XVIII, Q.909J, 30). 

See "/ tJ J °I. 
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1656, January 17: 
New Amsterdam 

Pieter Dircksen Waterhout appeals the case 
with David Ferera (Frere) in the judgment of 
forty ankers of distilled waters. Ji1erera is 
summoned. 

:ff etrus Stuyv. esant..t on the part of the Noble 
igh and Mightly .1.iord.s States G'enerf;l Of ·~he 

United Netherland.a, and the Honbl e orch!J 
. Dir~ctors of the Privileged West India Com ... ~ 

pany, Dir·ector General of New Netherland., Curaco:a, Buena.ire, A.rub.a 
and their dependenoi1~a, wi·th the Honble Supreme Counoil, To the Co11t-t 
Mes:senger, Clat=.is van Elsla.nt hereunto requested, Heal th! · 
iJVhereas Pieter Dircl{Sle~ Waterhout skipper of the ship New Amsterdam 
has bemn received by US in case of appeal, over and regarding thre 
judgment pronounced by the Court of .Amsterdam in New Neth;erla:nd, 
dated 15 Oot. last bejl;ween him a.nc.l David. .!l'rere, a .Tew; whereas the 
said Pieter dircksen ia, by the aforesaid judgment condemened to 
fulfill to the said David Frere his signed bill of lading of fo.rty 
ankers of distilled waters, notwithstanding he ha.s·shewn and provedt 
that he delivered said ankers from the ship.into the Honble Com
pany's store; whereas he also says the greater part of the <;Ha.rgo in 
the ships navigated by him has been delivered by or for Ad.ria,en 
Blomm.aert to Abraham Sta.eta and whereas he requests our interc,ession, 
'rher,efore we hereby charge you to summon, in the' name of the Supreme 
;Qourt, tr,ie said David Frere to appears or to send an 'attoruey beforie 
U:s here in Fort Amsterdam, on the 18th instant, to se 1e US annu.ll 
or dJ.sa.llow the sentence aforesaid, to sustain the same , or to 
reverse it, as his good counsel shall dir~ot, notifying thos& of'-. 

the oourt aforesaid to appear, or send attornies on the aforesaid 
day, if they so please, and this matter in any way coneern hem, 

oo:mnranding, farther, in the name of the aforesaid, the above ... mentie>ne 
attorniea and oited persons neither to attempt nor to invent anything 
to the prejudice of the aforesaid appeal, but on the contrary, if 
they have attempt,ed or invented :aught therein, the same to .repair 
and to place in its first and pvpe~ state• Leaving authentic aopy 
for the use of the a.bovenamed. David Frere, and advi.sing US of what 
has occurred to you. Given in the Fortress .Amsterdam, in N. N:!l!lther
land. under our Seal, Paraphure and the· Signature of Our Secr·etary, 
the 4th January 1650. Was Subscribed 

P. Stuyvesant (Record.~ of. 
l!stw .Ayisterda.m, II,13 1 14). 

_________ o __ ~---·-·------



A compromise is reached in the case of the 
fiscal versus Cohen. 

,, 
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1656,January 18: 
New Amsterdam 

l.1 
Further proceedings in: the case of the ;~ 
fiscal vs Cohen, for smuggling, a compromise 

Manuso:iipts, (1630 
o!!.~.!~ .... 1.lli.~~ 

permitted. (Q?-l~nqar Q,,f N§JY Y..i.rJc Hj.storioal 
- 1664) ~ Dutch, VI, 158; from New York~ 
VI, 220 J • - - I 

____ o __ 

' 

see /I/ o s. 3 ~ 3 fl. 
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1656,January 24: 
New Amsterdam 

No. t-j i. 

David Ferera (Frere), plaintiff .1_ demands 
192 florins in beavers from A.Keyser. 

David Frere,pltf. v/a Adria.en Keyser,d«~ft. 
Deft. in default.Pltf. appears in Court 
demanding-payment of fl. 192. and whereas 

deft. has been summoned three different times and still remaim1 in 
default,requests that the goode,being clothes, left in pawn therefor 
shall be sold by execution. Inquiry having been instituted by the 

, Court, they tind.,that deft. has been twice in default, but that it 
was expected, each ord.inary Court day, ~hat parties would. have come 
to an agreement. therefore only one default is decreed. (:gecQt'wg,,s Q.i 
J,\rjtW ~Yl• II, 22, 23) • 

~---------0--~~---

Bee No. 2 7, 



In the case of' Wa.terhout (Wa·terho:rici) and 
Ferera(Ferrara.), :a new trial is ordered.. 

1656, January 25: Judgment. - In the case of Peter D;l.rcksen 
New Amsterdam Waterhond, appellan·t, vs. David Ferrara, 

respondent, decision of the city court 
annulled. and a new ·trial ordered. (C..&J:~.r-· 

-]tf. N;~.Y" ~.Q~k JI.Mj:;li.l~,!.Q9tl ~!!.!1Y1tQ.ripJ~.E! ( 1630 ... 1664), Dutch, vr, 158; 
rom jhe ~ &rJ<: C..9 ... :1.Q.n;lal Tul€Hl\!§J2.rt12~=f:l.i., VI, 238). 

~..._ .......... ___ o ______ ~-
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No.I-//, 

Arbitrators a.re appoin·ted. ·t;o determine the 
type of currency .JA. Keyser,defendant, is to 
give David Ferer·a (Frere). 

1656,February ?: David Frere,pltf. v/s Adriaen Keyser,deft. 
New Amsterdam Pltf. persists in his former demand; still 

asks for payment of' fl. 192 in beavers.Deft. 
acknowledges to owe 24, beave1•s; offers pay

ment, but inasmuch as pl tf. require.a such excessively good pay, the 
Court will have to e.ppoint arbitrators to inspect the ~ay <ana to 
value the same. The Court heard pl tf' s demand and deft s ra1cknowl
edgement of debt and have condemned deft. A. Keyser to pay pltf. 
within 8 days, and having considered the deft's further request; 
decided that the deft. can make payment in. such currency as shall 
be condidered good and merchantable by Sieurs P.iet.Cornelis Vander 
Veen and Piet • .r. Buys, free traders here,who are hereby requested. 
and oom.misioned. thereunto by the Court. ( Record.a of' New Amster ... 
C!,am, II, 3,2, 33). . - - · --

~-------0~--~---

See No, ~7. 

I 



1656,February 21: 
New Ams t; e rdam 

N s-o. o. 

Wessela,~he plaintiff,is in default 
against ~erera (FrereJ. 

Warnaer Wessels,pltf. vis David Frere, 
d.e:f·t. Pltf in default ('.!tee ords QI ~S}W. 
Ams~,II,38). ......,....,.,,,,.,,,..,,, 

On J?e'bruary 21, 1656, W. Wess,ela, plaintiff' 
wa.s in default against Ferera.Wessels asked on March 27,1656, 
that the case be e:xpedi ted. On I\fu.rch 2§.·tht the case was post
poned until the next day.At that time,~erera received the 
written charges of Wessels. On April 3, 1656, 11erera' s answer 
to the charges was sent to the plaintiff. 

•, 
. ! 
,.1 



1656,February 21: 
N,ew .Amat erdam 

No.,SI. 

A., Keyser is ordered to pay Ferera 
{Frere) within two days, o:r. the goo,ds 
in pawn will be auctioned publicly. 

On the pe~ition presented in Court 
by I>avid frere, relative to the judgement 
against Adriaen Keyser, is endorsed - The 

court, having seen ·the presented insinuation, order Ad.riaen Keyser 
to pay David Frere within twice ,;a4 hours pursuant to juda;ement 

.dated 7th .Feb. last, on pain,in case of d.efault11 that the goods . 
in pawn for paymen·t, shall without any delay or exeeption be ;! 

· publicly sold to the highest bidder. (~s of New Amsterdam, II, 38). 'll 
____ i ___ _ 

See 0 c.Tc i>l.. ,_ .is-' I(,, s-s-.) 
fi/o· ';;1..7. 
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1656,i'ebru•»Y 2,2: 
New .Amsterdam 

hoven9 Fiscal. 

The Jews of New Amstt';lrd.am are granted 
a burying place outside of the city. 

Present at the meeting, the Worshipful 
Directoi7 General and Council,Nioasius d'e 
Sille,LaMontagne and Corneli;s v·an Tien ... 

Received and rea.d the request of Abraham 
de Lucena, Salvador nandra.da and Jacob Cohen, .Jew:s, in the name of 
other Jews, requesting that oonsent may be given to them to pur• 
ohase a burying place or that a place, after being pointed ou·t, 
may be granted and allowed them. . . . After a vote,the following was thereupon 
added a.a an apoetille; The Honorable Nieasius de Sille.and Cor
nelis 1l'ienhoven are authorize(! to point out to the petitioners 
a little hook of land situate outside of this city for 'a. burial 

. place, and to make report thereof to the meeting. . . 
Date!J: as above {Cal§.Jl4~r .Q.! .N.~J! J;.~Q.;r$ H.1,~ .. ~g._ri .. Q.~.1 ~ . .!l1!.~t9..IJ:Pts (16:30 -
166iJ Dutch, VI, 160; From ~.:W ~r.k C.a,l,.on.i:a.). l M~n.Y.!?tQ,;r;i.:gJ;.,e, VI, 285; 
'.r:ranala.tion in PAJHS, XVIIIU90~, 75 - 76 • 

~-------o ________ _ 
The petition of de Lucene .. , Dandrada, and Jaoob Cohen for a 

Jewish burial ground was rej eoted on July 27, 1655, because ther'e 
waa no need- of it. Probably a Jew died in the interim.Now there 

,waa :a need of a cemetery. Thia burial ground i:s not 1extant. 
In Ma;y 1681/2 Bueno purchased a cemetery in New York in · 

truat for the Jewish nation. The first known Jewish grave mark 
was that of Benjamin de Mesquita in 1683. He waa buried in the. 
aeoond oldest Jewish cemetery extant in continental North AmerJ.Cna.. 



1656,February 24: 
New Amster'1am 

No. S3. 

A connnission is appoin·ted to ascertain 
whether A. Keyser fulfilled his payments 
to Ferera (Frere). 

Inasmuch as Adriaen Keyser has deposi t;ed. 
at the Secretary's office in fulfillmerrt 
of the judgement in favor.of David ~rere, 
certain be:a.vers and Zeewan, the aforesaid 1 ,i 

Sieura Pieter Corns ·vander Veen. and Pieter Jacobsen Buys are request-I ,
1111

1 

ed to ex.amine the said payment and decide whether the same be suf• . 
ficient and valid, in which Gase David Frere shall be sati.sfied ~ 
therewith: And if not good, Adria.en Keyser shall immediately in f 

their presence replace it fbut if he does not do so, the Bailiff' · r: 
is hereby empowered and authorized to sell, at public auction, 'th~ ! i): 

goods at David Frere's house belonging to A. Keyser: after deducting ,f 
costs, to satisfy the pltf'a and pay the surplus to A. Keyser.Done 
this 24 Feb. 1656 in Colirt.(~.ds q! ~ ~II,42,43). 

I: 
1· 

__ ............ o ____ _ 

See {pc.To 6 .,_,,.. ~'5"".1 i foS"/) 
ti 0. :J, 7. 



Jacob Cohen {Cohin)plaintiff ,will have to 
prove that he re_nted a canoe to Monfoo:rt. 

wl656,February 28: .Tacob Cohin,pltf.v/s Pieter :Monfoort,deft. 
New Amsterdam Pltf. eaye,the.t he has hireti a certain 

canoe abou·t 2 o 3 months ago to one Pieter 
Jansen; the said canoe was taken away and he found it with deft. 
and arrested it here. Requests,that the arrest be declared valid 
and lett. condemned to allow him to retain the canoe. Deft. denies; 
that it i's the pltf'a oanoe,saying that after ·the truce with the 

. Indians_ he bought said canoe from them and paid for it. Requests 
that witnesses.may be heard thereupon. Jan Marten and Pddier Jansen 
appeared in Court and declare that the deft. Pieter Mon:f'oort pur .. 
chased the said canoe which the pJ:tf had here seized, from the Indians 
in ·their presenoe, just aft;er the truce wi·th the savages, in the 
last of October and that the same has been always since tha:t time 
used by Pieter Monfoort; but refuse to confirm the same by oa:th. 
rrherefo:re the Court orders, Jacob Cohin, to prove by next Court 
day, that it .is his canoe. In the meantime the arre•at on the canoe 
is declared valide{Records oj' !.~w~, II, 47). 

-- • ._..o ___ _ 

· On March 13, 1656, .Taoob Cohen's evidence 
against Monfoort was collated. Two days later Pieter Monfoort 
appealed. He Sl!mmoned his witnesses on March 27th·. On April :3, 
1656, the wi~nesses tes:tify with respect to the value of the 
canoe. 

ji 
.I 
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No.S·S, 

David Ferera (Frere) is sued by the 
Collec·tor of Jfl:x:cise of Wine and Beer. 

1656, February 28 s Warnaer Wessels (in quality) ae Farm1er 
New Amsterdam of Exciee of Wine and Beer pltf v s 

David Frere,a Jew,deft. Pltf .entering 
his demand in wri~ing.Deft. requests 
a copy thereof to answer thereunto the 

next Court day •. Which 'request of deft.is consented to. (Records 
of New Amsterdam, II, 47). - · 
,,.__ - _..,....._,._--

__________ o·~-----

Ferera,pro'bably a merchant,alao sold beer and wine,as di1i 
moat merchants in those days. 



1656, March 6: 
~ New Amsterdam 

Ferera's (Frere's) reply is given to Wessels• 
the plaintiff. 

Warnaer Wessels,pltf. v/s navid. Frere,deft. 
Pltf .. 'persiats in his former demand.Deft. 
answers,pursuant to the order of the last 

Court day, in writing. Pltf. requests oopy of the same which was 
granted him. (~~cords of N?W .Ami;JtepqWJl, II, 155). 

----~-0-------
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Jacob Cohen's evidence relative to the 
oan.oe is to be produced on the next 
court day. 

1656, March 13: Jacob Cohen appeared in Court exhibiting 
New Amsterdam a declaration relative to the canoe in 

dispute with Pieter Monfoort. Whereupon 
the Court orders, that the evidence shall b~ collated on the next 
Court day. (RecorsJ.s of !filV ..!!'ns~erd.~m!. II, olJ;,. 

.. ._,,_o ___ _ 

See lY o · st/. 

--------------------------------



The Directors of the West 
ask that the' .Tews in/fl New 
gi·ven the same liberty as 
Holland, except religious 

India Company 
.Amsterd1am be 
the Jews in 
liberty. 
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1656, March 13: The consen·t given to the Jew:s to go to New 1111 'f' 
New Amsterdam N~therla.nd an~ there to enjoy. the 1:1ame :,J'i i,f i 

, lJ.be~t;r that is gr~nted ~hem ~n ·th1~ oou.n·tIJir ii'!] 

was ex·~ended with respect to 01v1l.a.nd political l1bert1es,_ w~the:>ut 11'J':·.,:1 i 

the said Jews becoming thereby entitled to a license to exercise and r :J' 
·carry on their religion in synagogues or gatherings. So long, there... 1': I; 

1 

fore,a.s no request is presented to you to allow such a free exercise 1,' i 
of religion, any ~onsideration relative thereto ie too .prematur~,and 1i::.I' \.: 

when later aome'l~hing shall be presented a.bout it you will be doing !' j
1

i 

well to refe3' the matte.r to us in order to await thereon the necE:i.is~ 11 i11 

aary orders. (Ca._~ .9.t ... N,.f2! Y..QZ:k, H4-W.~al ~ ts (1630-166'\J, !. !t , 

Dutch, XII, 281; from .1iew XQJ:k C..Q.l.oJ.l.l.a.1 ~_a, , 36 ;Dpol}..!Q.elJ.:ta ! ,I 
~g t.o tll.e.. Co,l.oni.al lli.at.Qry o!~ Ue:w Tul!k •• XIV, 34) • .. . 

The abo1re letter ia a. reproof to Stuyvesant :admdnishing him 
to carry put the ord.ers of February 1.5, 1655, 

Although it is stated here thatothe Jews are not entitled to 
oarry out their relig:i.on in gatherings. it is almost in.conoeiv:abl·e 
that the order -was enforced.. On June 14, 1656, the Jew.s were all.owed. 
to"exeroise in all quietness their religion within their housls". In 
New York, on October 28, 1682, the Jews a.re mentioned :as having their 
own separa.te meetings. 

I 



1656, March 14: 
New Amsterdam 

Abraham de Lucena, Jacob Ooh.en HenfHrciuer, )' 
.Salvador Dandrada, Jacob de vosta d 1·.Acosta 
David. Ferera (Frere) make petition for the 
Jewish community that they may possess the 
same rights of trade and real estat'e aa the 
non-Jew;s. They ask that the message of the 
.Directors of the West India Company of 
February 15,1655t be carried out. It was 
deo.ided by the Council that the order be 
enforced, but that the Jews should not be 
able to purchas,e real esta:te until the West 
India, Company rule on th'® matter. 

To the Honorable Direator Gener·a.l and 
Council of New Netherlands. 

The undersigned suppliants remonatr4a.te 
with due reverence to your Noble Honorable Lords that for themselve~ 
all also in the name of the other Jews residing in this Provinoe,they 
on the 29th of November last pa.~t exhibited to your Noble.Honorable 
Lordships a certain order (A8teJ of the Honorable Lords Directors 
of the Chartered West India ompany, dated. February 15, 1655,whereby ,. : 
permission and consent was given them, with other inhabi tantra, to iJ 

tra.vel,live and. traffic here and to enjoy ·the same liberty , and ,:' 
following which they humbly :requested that your Noble Honorable !Jord ... ; 
ships should be pleased not to hinder them. but to permit and con- , · 
sent that they, like other inhabitants of this Province, ma~ trav.el • i,, 
and trade to and upon the South !liver, Fort Orange and. other pla<.ie:s 
within, the Jurisdiction o:f' this Government of New Netherland, Reg ... 
a.rding which your Noble Honora.ble Worships were then pleased to 
apostille: Jlor w:eighty reasons this request, made in such general 
terms, is declined.; yet hav.ins been informed that the suppliants have 
already shipped some goods they are for the time b 1eing all.owed to 
send one or two persona to the South River in order to di§pose of' 
the same, which being d.on~~hey are to return hi"ther. Also your . 
Noble Honors were pleased,· under date of December 23d foll.owing, to 
refus(e the oonve1ance of a certain house and lot bid in "by Salvador 
Dandrada at public auction, a.nd as consequence to forbid and annul 
the purchase, so that the said house was aga:im offered ior public 
sale anew on the 20th of Janue.ry following, and sold to another.lAnd 
whereare the Honorable Mag:IJstrates of this oity have been pleased to 
d~mand, through their secretary and court messenger. of th·e under ... 
signed suppliants, individually, the sum of one h~ndre~ guilders 
towards the payment for the Works (Wercken of this oi ty, amount!n.g 
alone for the undersigned, your Worsh:i\~>'*'i.t suppliants, to thre sum of 
f 500, a.side from what the others of their nation ha.ve been ordered 
to '11%ontribute. Therefore your suppliants once more humbly request 

i 
. I 

~' ' 

i' , : 



- -~ - ., 

hereby that y·our Honors permit them if, like other burgher:s, they 
must and shall contribute, to enjoy the same liberty allowed to 
other burghers, as well in trading to all. places within. the juris
diction of this Government as in the purchase of real estate, 
especially as this has already been consented to and permitted by 
the Honorable I.Jorda Directors, as can be se 1en by the aforesaid. Orij,er 
shown to your Honors on ~ovember 29th. Then they are willing and 
ready, with other burghers and inhabitants, to contribute according 
to their means. Which doing etc. 

Below stood: 
Your Worships' Hunble Serva.nts: 1 

Was signeda 
Abraham de J,uoena,Jacob Cohen Henricque,Salvadoe .Dandrad·a, 

Joseph d'Acosta, David Frera. 
·The above request being read, the ea.me, after consuJ.tation, was 

disposed of with the following apostille: 
The sub:Sripti on was requested by the Burgomasters :and Sohepens 

of this oity and by the Director General and Council, for g?od 
reasons, for the benefit of this city and the further secur1·ty of' 
the persons and goods of the inhabi.tants, among whom the suppliants 
Qre also oountedl. a,nd included; therefor it is necessa.ry that they, 
together with others.shall assist in bearing the burden occasioned 
thereby. In regard to the Order of the Lords Directors mentioned 
and exhibited, the Director ueneral and Council are of opinion that 
pursuant to the same the Jewish Nation enjoy such liberty here in 
the city as ;jhe Order implies. Regarding the purchase and ownership 
of real estate, it ia advised th~;t the broad question be once agaon 
put to the Lords Directors, and pending the answer the last (request) 
is refused. 
,j Thus done in our Assembly held at Fort Amsterdam1 in New 
Net;herland. Dated as above. 

was signed: 
P. Stuyvesant, 
Niaasius deSille, 

. . La.Montagne (CJt~r Q,f Na:w .IJ:u:k 
~i.gp.l ~~. ( 1630 .. 1664) W'I,162; From R.e.w Y.o.rk C.Q1. ... 
9'niy ~~.Jl, VI, 321; revised. translation in P.A.JHS,XVIII, 
\1909), 31, 3'2). 

The Jews reminded the governor that each of the five signers 
had recently been taxed one hundred guilders for strengthening the 
defenses of the city. If they must contribub~ like other citiaens. 
the petitioners ask for the opportunity to enjoy the same liberties. 
Stuyvesa.nt and his colleagues replieci that -~he J®wish payment of 
ta.x for defense bl".ought them the same security as everyone else. The 
.:fews were now give'n ·the right to trade in furs. ':l.1he question of 
owning proper·ty was being referred to the direct;ors in Amsterdam, 
and , pendbng their decision, was being refused. 

S·tuyvesant seems to do all in his power to deny the J'ews any 
rights .He refuses them the priYilege of hold:bn~~ r,eal estate, even 
though the company conferred this privilege on the Jews. 
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No. 0 o · 

Jews are not allowed to own real 
estate. 

1656,March 14: Order.On a petition of 'J'eunis Cray(about 
New Am.sterd!am returning to Fatherland) who sold a 

house to ·a Jew (Dandrade.), but the ·sale 
having been canceled, as Jews are no"t allowed to hold real esj'ate, .J 

was obliged to sell it again :at a lesa sum than he could have obtain .... 
1

, : 

ed at first, ·and now prays indemnity;to receive one half the differ- .f 
ence. (OaletiQ.!!-r o:f' ~:YY ill,.k ~~Q..W.iS (1630-1664); D1rtch, VI, 162, iii;, 
from N~~.1£>rk Colg_rg,,al ManuscriE.j;e,VI,~28). 1 I!' 

fil 
'\! ,., 

0 J 
----- [1 

The Jews in their desire to own real estate were willing to 
pay a good price. 

'Even though Jews are not allowed to own real estate, ;a, house 
is sold. to a Jew, Asser Levy, on July 15,1661. 
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1656, :March 15: 
New Amsterdam 

No• 6 I. 

Pieter Monfoort has witnesses to p.rove 
that the canoe belongs to him and not to 
Jacob Cohen (Cohun). Jacob Cohen is asked 
to summon witnesses. 

, I 
I" I 

I 

11 
!I 

Pieter Monfoort, pltf. v/s J;acob Cohun deft}!I{ 
Concern~ng privious differences. about {he ;•I 1 
ownership of a canoe. Pltf.'s witnesses '1 

herard irl Court in presence of deft. viz: Jan Martyn, persisting ,1 fi, 
in his prev!ous decla,r,aM.on that the s~ick c~no~ is, the one Pieter lllW 
Monfoort ha,,,,, bought from the Indians, J'.~efuses to enwear. Pieter 

1

J .. ,, 

Janseh being heard in Court persists in is former declaration I~ 
and states afterwards, that Pieter Mon oort ·gave the Indians 10 11 ~I:· 

fathom of Wampum for the ca.nee, and that i.t was in the same state ii~' 
that it is in now; refuses to swear. Whereas Deft. has witnes;ses , j 
also that it is his canoe, according to their rendered declzara· I 
tion, Cohun was ordered to summon ·the same in order, that their !i 
deal.a.ration be collated. (~els .21. liI.silY Am:~te..rJiam, II, 67). I~, 

____ o._ .. 
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N
. / . .;i o.1:7 , 

Ferera's (Ferrera) former judgment against 
Wa.terhond. is revised. 

1656, March 15: Judgment. In\p:ie case of David Ferrera. vs. 
New .Amsterdam Peter Diroksen Waterhoncil., annuling the 

· attachment issued again~ the p1:ai~if£. 
( Qalend~r .Q.f lilfilv X.QXk H.i~tQri,g..al M.a..'.IJJJJitC..d.~' 1630 - 1664J, ·vr, 
163; from ·~X.ru:Jr 0~£3,l ~~· W'I, 33 ). " 

___ o __ _ 

See /\/ o · :l. '1.-. 
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1656, March 15: 

No. (9_3. 

An attempt is made to oonsider the limi·ta:tion: 
of if ew:s and foreigners in keeping open re·~a.i.l 
shops. 

On the proposi ti cm made to the 'Court by 
some of the Bench that some order be con
cluded for preparing the progress of this 

city in keep::i.ng open retaU. shops, inaamuol} as Jews and ~,oreigners 
:are .a:s much encouraged as a burgher or oi t1zen, it is I'"esol ved that 
th'e same be ta,ken into conmider:taition in full court. (R~ds SJ,! New 
~~_]~,II,63). 

New Amsterdam 

• 
On March l, 1655, .Abraham de Lucena was smmnoned to court on ·I 

the charge of selling at retail. Retail trade was closed to the 
Jews. Word ca.me from the Directors in Amsterdam to strengthen the 
position of the local authorities: Jew1s were not ·to have r·et,ail 
shops·. Thus, even before this meivsage was sent, the Jews had entered 
the retail trade. The' Jews were apparently diso'beying ord.,ers. 



&oseph De Costa's (d •Acosta.) petition to 
send goods to the South River is granted. 

1656, March 213: Received the petition of Joseph d'Aaosta 
New .Amsterd:am requesting to be permitted to send some goods 

to the South River. After a vote it was 
apostilled.: IJet it b.e done as. petitione1d. Dated~s above. (Cal!i_ndar 
.Qi N....e.¥1 York :fi:!.~1.Q.t-:,i,9..sl nusoril.U.!3, (}.6 30 - 1664J, Dutch, VI, 163'; 
:i:rom ~...eJL ... Y~k Q.Ql..Q}li,al u c·riill; Translated in ~; XWIII, 
t.J.909.J, 29). 

A petiti?n signed by ~oseph De Costa and his co-rel1gion~sts for 
the privilege of trade on the South River (Delaware) was already 
granted on March 14, 1656. Evid'entally , the Jew:ts atill had to 
petition for the right to send goods to this area. 

I . 
I 

! 



1656, Marc) 2?: 
New Amsterdam 

David Ferer.a '(Jfrere~, defendant, is in 
defe,ul:t., Blom.mart, plaintiff, tenders his 

complaint for damages against Ferera .• 

l,:I 
f 1.,1111: 

'!" I! 
ll! 

j,I 

111 

I 
I 
.i; ' 

l1 Adriaen Blomrnart, pltf. v/s David Frere, j 
Jew, deft, Deft,. in defa.ult. Pltf. tenders ,,: 
his complaint being for damages; whereas 1,1 

deft. is in default, the same was put in the hands of the Officer Iii 
to inform himself thereupon. (~s Qi ~ A~.J!.~ID' II, ?4, 75). 

1
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1656, March ,27: 
New Amsterdam 

Warnaer Wessels asks that the action of Ii 
David Ferera (Frere) be expedited. I! ._11 

Warnaer Wessels appea.red in Court requestingl
1

11
1

1

i 
that the action of the Jew, David ]1rere, ! r 
Il1£~Y be expedi 1;ed. (Recorg:s Q.! li..rux ~~.r:rlC;\m, ''.'[!. i 
II- 73) • , .

1
., ! 

I' I 
!1· l 
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1656, March 27: 
New Arnst e rdam 

Defendants are to be summoned to bring 
testtmony against Jacob Cohen (Cohun),plain
tiff, in reference to the canoe. 

Jacob Cohun, pl tf. v/s Jan Jansen ancl Jan 
Cornelissen, defts. Defts. to give evidence 
of the truth, touching the cano 1e in clispu.te 

with J?ietE~r Monfoort. Vlhereas defts do not appear and pl tf. reques·ts 
expedition, the :Court order that the defts shall be summoned. in the 
name of 1;he Court against the next Court day, to confi7m their re~itd..rer 
ed deposition and if, nevessary, to swear to the same.,~~gq,r_~s o{ 
~w Amsterdam, II, 74). 

--~~----0~-------

Sere ti O , ..St/. 
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1656, March27: 
New Amsterdam 

No.~ g, 

Jan Gerritsen, charges that Elias Silva had 
carn:al oonversation with ·a negress slave. 
·Silva appeared in court with Jacob Cohen 
(Cohun). . 

Jan Gerritsen,Brewe~, appeared in Court, 
entering a cornplain·t ag·amnst a Jew, named 

. Elias Silva, that he detained his negress or 
slave and had carnal conversation with her. The accused tTew, Silva, 
appeared with Jacob Cohun in Cou;r.t. Requests copy of the complaint. 
and reason.a for his arrest. The Honbl e Officer having given reasons 
fotfl" his arrest, is ordered the complainant shall enter his complaint 
in writing whereof the accused Jew was allowed copy. (ll,e.QQ.:.t_ds ~ 
li~nY ~st.§L~, II, 76) • . 

0 
~--~-·-

This is our first referenee to Elias Silva. On April 3,1656, Silva 
answered ,jhe oharges of Gerritsen regarding ·the negresa. Silva was 
in prison at the time. 
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1656,Yarch 28: 
New Amsterdam 

'Yee•ele' case against '.E~erera (:Frere) is 
postponed to the next court dflY. 

The case of Warnaer :'lee·sele against the Jew 
D. Frere was postponed to the next Court day. 
(Records qr_ N~ Amnterdam.II,77). 

____ o ___ _ 

See t'/o · ..S-0
' 
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No. 10. 

Ferera (Frere) is to answer the charges 
by Wessels at the next court day. 

1656, J\fiarch 29: On the demand of Warne.er Wessels. pltf. v/s 
New Amsterdam David Frere, A Jew deft. was endorsed - The 

Court orders, that the copy thereof shall 
be granted to David Frere to answer definitely thereunto at the 
next Court.(~ds qf ~~~ Am.JL~JI,18), 

____ o ___ _ 

See l'jo, so· 



1656, iA.pri 1 3: 
New Amsterdam 

Jacob Cohen (Cohun), plaintiff, is in the 
default. Defendants appear to give tes·~im
ony concerning the value of the canoe. 

Jacob Cohun, pltf. v/s Jan Jans 1en and J"an 
Cornelisn, defts. Pltf. in default. Defts. 
appear according to order of last Court 

I ! 

I 

day, to be furthur heard relative to their declaration made .about 
the canoe. Witnesses be1.ng examined Jan Jansen de cl.ares that he• 
ten days after his return from the South, used the oano·e :5m 
qu.estion, e,nd as J:acob Cohun told him that the canoe ha,d be·en 
fired on he examined and found thEt!; there were two holes in it. 
Jan Cornelissen d.eclarea, that he s:ailed in the ce,noe in question 
onec'e or twice for Je,cob Cohun, but of the value of the canoe 
he can not pertinently depose. (Reg ords Q.:f New A:rp.silli!f!m, II, 83). ii . l I '" 



1656, April 3: 
New A.mf;t erdam 

No. 1.:2., 

Fer era's (Frere) answers the charges o:f' 
Wessels. Copy is sent to Nessel.,. 

Da'Vid Frere answers in writing to the 
action of Warm.~er Wessels,Farmer of Tap
sters' Excise on wi:ne and beer. VI/hereon 

is endorsed - Ordered by the Court, that copy thereof shall ·be 
granted to party thereunto to reply by the next Oourt day. (l~..d..s 
qi~~ ~J.~ll,a.ro,II,82). 

_____ o_, __ _ 

See No· s-o' 
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1656,April 3 : 
New Amsterdam 

::1u.1 
: 11 ::I' 
i .,' I 

I 11::11: 
1! 

1:i: 

l.1i111 ,,II 

I !1 

11:1:11' ! lli!i i 
I ~ '. :i!1 I ' 

Jacob Barsimson charges that Iss(aok Isr) ael \1'.'. 1

:1 

struck him in Abraham Lucena' s Lusina l\i? 
cellar. Israel gets a copy of the 'Charges. "111~1:.ll 

1
ill1 

j11,,11 

Jaaob Barsimson, pl tf. v /s Issaolc Israel,. I ill·: 
deft. Pl tf. apears in Court complaining ·that J;:ll) 

deft. on Friday last has injured him and ' .. :,: 
struck him in the face, in Abram I,usina' s cellar, in "the :p:besence ·,::1,: 

of the said Lusiha. and Symon Felle. Request dut~ reparation and :11,I· 
satisfaction. Deft. demands copy of the action, in order to answer 1

1

:',l:i 

thereunto. The Court, pursuant ·to· the r 1equeet, granted deft. copy 111 
of the demand., thereunto to answer in writing on the next Court day !,Ji 
being after Eaa te r. (~ds f!! N_g_w ll&>!lli <ird.a.!!1• II, 80 • 81 ) • 1!1 : 

0 - __ .. __ ,._ .. ___ .. _ 
Issa.ck Israel refused to protect the highway on December 20,1655, 
and was thereby deproved of trading, He is mentioned three more 
times in New Amsterdam. 



1656, Apri J:-3: 
Ne'W Amsterdam 

ed by the Court, 
un·to at the next 

.Ellhas Silva answers ·the charges of Gerri·t
sen regarding carnal conversa·tion wi·th a 
negresa. Copy is semt to Gerri·tsen. 

Elias Silva appears in Court,rendering his 
answer in writing to ·the complaint of Jan 1 

Gerri ts en and his imprisonment regarding j 

the Negress. Whereon was endorsed; - Order-: 
that copy hereof be grated to party to reply there- \ 
Court day.(~d.s Qt lifiw f\m..~M~,II,82). ' 

___ o __ _ 

This is our· last reference to :ffilias Silva. Gerritsen either dropp,ed 
the case, or Silva left the colony shortly thereafter. 

I 



No. 70. 

The court orders Ferere (Frere) to 
give Mr. Ja~ob, the clothing of A. 
Keyser, on the condition that Mr. Jacob 
pays :F'erera the debt of 5 bea,rers. 

1656, May 15: Mr. J'aoob Hend K varvanger a.ppea.rs in 
New Amsterd8m Court requesting, whereas some olothin~ 

. of A. Keyser ai•e in the HandR of D11vid 
Frere, a Jew, in pledge for five beavers, which he owes him, 
thf1 t he may be authorized by order of the Court to reoei ve 
and said D. Frere be ordered, to give up the Raid clothing, · 
that the same may be sold for the benef~t of the general 
creditors. The Court oonAidering the request fair, order 
the a.foresaid D. Frere to htlnd over to the Campa.rant Mr. Jacob, 
the clothing of b. Keyser, which be has on pledge, on condi
tion thet he, Mr. Jacob, shall enter sufficient bail for, or 
p~:iy to, the aforesaid Frere hi.s debt of 5 beavers; and he 
was further authorized, to sell the clothing and whatever 
he ha,B belonging to A. KeyErnr, by public vendu:re to the extent 
of A. Keyser' s debts in this country~ (~ds of ~ 
Amsterg.am, I I, 9?, 98). 

One June 19, 1656, the Court ordered Ferera to deliver 
h, Keyser's clothing. Again, six days luter~ Ferer& was 
aRked to restore the chestof Keyeer'e clothing. Ferera did 
not heed the Baliff 1s admonitionR and warning therefore on 
July 3rd, F'erera was imprisoned. F'erera 1 s interpreter was 
Joseph De_C.osta.. The following day, F'erera 1 s petition for 
release from confinement under sufficient bail was rejected. 
On July 10th FererR was granted three days to deliver his 
defenE:rn. Ferert1 is ctlhenr:com.ticted bf removing the cheet of 
i.'.. Keyser and ~is ordered to pay a fine of one e:ight hundred 
Oaralue Guilder, and be confined until the debt is paid. On 
the 15th of July, Ferera 1 A appeal wae rejected. 

His arroea,l, however, on ~July 1-34, J.656 was granted.. It Wr:Js 
decided on the following· day tha.t the a;ppeal be jud~ed by 
four arbitrators. The arbitrators' decision waR that Ferera 
showed Day the sum of one hundred and twenty oa:rolus 
Guilders, and defray the costs of the suit e8timated at· 
fifty guilders. In Ferer 1 s ar:roeDl on Suly 26, be set forth 
tha.t :Lt was not his intention to 1~1.ppeal from the judgment of 
the City Court, but only to ask a mitigation of the fine. He 
asked to be releo.sed itom prison. 

See !\lo , oi ?, 
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1656, May· 26: 
New Amsterdam 

No."!~ 1 • 

'rl1e Classi r:i of limste:r.dam w:d tes to the 
Hever·end oonsi story of New Ji.msterdam, 
saying that he heard that the Jews have 
requested of the governor of New 
~:;.msterde.m, permission to build a i;:iynagogue. 

Our Rev. Classis indeed looked upon this 
matter as an affair of great importance, 
for the Menoniets and English Independents, 

of whom there is said to be not a few there, might have been 
led to underteJce the same thing in their ·burn, and would 
probri.bly have attempted to introduce 'Public gatherings. In. 
fact, we are informed that even the Jews havemade request of 
the Honorable Governor a,nd have also nttempted in that 
country to erect a. synagogue for the exercise of their 
blashphemous rel tgion. ( EiQ . .91.~llQl~~l JiS'~Q.QJ;QJ:1 "Qf Jl~Jo;r}L, 
I , 34J:l). 

___ ,, ____ o _·-·-·---·----

The letter mentionA that the Lutherans muRt have abandoned 
their intention Qf procuring a minister of their oersuasion. 
(BAJHS, XVIII, Ll90:E,.7 ). 

By the law of February 1, 1656, there wa.e to be no tyt)e 
of religious a.ssembly outside the confines of the establish
ed church except family pra:yer~1. (Eoc_l.§.§.i~~tl9Ji:1.l JJ&.Q .. Q.r.ds .. of._ 
N Y k I ~4~) .ew_. Q,,+' "·' , o ···) . 

---·--···-0-·~·---------· 
rrhe Dutch Lutherans ha.d not been able to obtain the 

privilege of public worship. 'rhe letter 1mplies the futility 
of the hateful Jews to attempt to gain these rights. But 
the Jev.rn tried. 

See Alo,'/ 7• 



No. 'J1, 

Stuyvesant finally gives the Jews the .
right to trade. The Jews, however, are 
not allowed to hold public religious 
services. 

1656, J"une 10: Considering the Jewish nation with regard 
lfow Amsterdam to ·trade, they are no·t hindered, but 

trade with the same pri vLLege anf :free
dom, as other inhabitants.!lso, they have man$ times requested 
of us the free and public exercise of their abominable religion, 
but this cannot yet be accorded to them. What they may be able 
to obtain from you:r Honors time will tell. (Translation froman 
abstract of a.. letter, written by Stuyvesant, found among the 
Dutch Manuscripts, relating to New . .Amsterdam at Lenox Library in 
New York; ~ran(;lation in PA~1f.S, XVIII, (1909), 22). 

This letter was written in reply to the epistle from Amsterdam 
on March 13, 1656, whtch stated that the Jews are to have the 
same liberties .. _ except religious liberty -- ,as the .Tewa in 
Holland. 
Stuyvesant :p-leads that the Directors of the West India Company 
give the Jews no more ·privileges. 



The Directors of the West India Company order 
Stuyvess,nt to give the J"ew:s ·the privil~ge of 
purchasing real estate. They also ask .t;Jtuyve
sa.nt to establish a Jewish quarter in New 
Amsterdam. The Jews, however, are mot granted 
the right of establishing themselves aa 
meaha.nics nor allowed to hav'6 retail shops. 

We he,ve here seen and learned with dis
pleasure, that your Honors, against our ap
ostille of the 15th February, 1655,granted 

to the Jewish or Portuguese nation at their request, have for
bidden them to trade at ~ort Orange and South River, and also 
the purchase of real estate, which is allowed them here in th:i.s 
country without any difficulty, ,and we ·Wish that this had not 
occurred but that your Honors had obeyed our orders which you 
must hereafter execute punctually and with more respect. J"ew:s 
or Portuguese people, however, shall not be :permitted 'to e~rtablish 
themselves as mechanics (which ·they are not allowed to do in this 
o:lty), nor allowed to have open retail shops, but they may quiet-

1656, June 14: 
Arnst erd.am 

ly and peacefully carry on their business ·as geretofore ·and ;ex.-
1
, 

ercise in all quietness their religion within their houses, :for i:· 

whj.ch end they must with.out doubt enq.eaver to build ·their houiHi!S i'./' 

close together in a convenient place on one or the other side of Ii/ 
l\lew Amsterdam - at their choice - as they have done here. (Lette:r 

1

\, 

of the Di.rectors of 'Vfest India Oompan:;v to Pe·ter Stuyvesant; C~l~»-1 1 !::1/ 
tj,,.1u· Q.f. l1eJV ..:LJ>.r.lt c D~l..on.i.al J\mnY.~-1ll ts , XI I , 28 2 ; fr om ~ Y~ u..o.+... 1 i!1 Ii 
ont~l Mlfil11!.,l! .. criJtts,XII, 39; D.,Q..Qll..:rnerrte Helating tq t~.:_-Q.Q;J...onJ]:.;t IiJ..,.!,l!,t ... i:1 .1

1 

.. :I 
Q.U of N~~V! York,XV,, 351) • n ·, 

Heretofore, Lhe '&t.o.h translation was rendered "not to be 
employed in public service". "Eenige ambarchten sullen v'mogen 
op. to st_711en", mea~~ "not to establich themselves as mechanics". 
(l,i,&T.JI.S, XVIII, Q.909J,33). 

Oppenheim also states that after March 15, 1656, ·the Jews· 
were ~llowed to keep open their stores and to dell goods.(ibid. 
P• 34). 

This lette/is a scathing denunciation of Stuyvesant's treat
ment of the Jews. The West India Company sharplY. ordered St~~v
ese.nt to execute punctually any further regula;bions 1n regar'd 
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to
1

the Jewish people.'t'he Jews are to bE~ given the privilege of 
purchasing real estate whioh was denied them by Stu;rvesant' s 
Council.The Jews,however, are not granted the right of establish
ing them.selves as mechanics nor allowed to have retail shops .. 
The West India Copmany further advised the governor that the Jews 

"m~.tY exeroi·se in all quietness their religion wi't;hin th'eir home:a~ 
and proposed that they build their homes close together in soms 
quarter of the ·t;own, so as to facilitate their meeting together 
for prayer. This seems to be a concession going be~ond the pro-

visions of the la.w of :B,ebruary l, 1656, limiting the d.issenters ·t.o 
family worship • 

.Even though it is prohibited here for the Jews to have ret,ail 
shops, the .Jews are ment.i oned in January 8, 1657, as 11 keeping 
open st ore and selling by retail 11 • 



1656, June 16: 
·.Dutch Colonial 

s.et;tlements on 
.Delaware Hi ver 

No. 7'J, 

I :'1, sack Israel brings a suit against Captain t' 
Jan Flamman for los.s of goods on his ship. 

Isa.ck Israel against Jan ]'lamman :and pre.s
ents the following petition: To the Honble 
Vice-Director and his Council residing in 
.Fort Casimir (Del.aware): 
Sheweth with due reverenoen the petition 

Isa.ck Israel, that he, the petitioner, made an agreemewt; with Cap
tain Jan F.l~m:rnan, to bring him, the petitioner, and his goods ·to 
the 'South River;that he, petitioner, promised ·to pay to him , Jan 
Fla:mman, one anker of brandy and satisfied him also before the 
departure that as he shipped two pieces o:t' duff el more than was , .· 
•tigreed, he, the petitioner, had prom.i sed (to give ) one beaver ::1

1! 
more a,nd above the foregoing; but that; a,~ by gr,ea.t imp:rovid'Emce . 'ili . I: 
and in fair wet:tthe1" the bark stranded during the night and re¥.taine~ 1.·lj[

111 
therre for a consid.erable time, Wl ereby they were com:pelled ~o u~ship j,111111 , 

all the goods from\.the same bark. nnd bring them '9,shore, d.u:r.1nf? the l1i111: I 
&ime they remained\ there, tb.ere was drank and eaten 11y the sh1:p' s ilt1!(1 
crew as well as by pa~sengers, of his~ the petitioner's (goods) ona:'I(~ · 
anker of. b:andy and fifteen pieces of cheese.,• If any. one should 1 

:

1

1

1! · \. 

be ?f. opim.on , . that this damrnage ':'as calculated too h~gh, the . 1i:1: 

pet1 t1oner promises one hundred guilders and more to h1rrl., who shall ~ • 
replace his goods a·b the valuation, which they had at the time of ti 
~hipping e.t the Manhattans.• •. Was signed: I .. §aque Israel. ( Cg_l~hial . 1:

1

11:1 

~~·1tt11I~.m:nts at .~h.e YDe~awa~e __ R1ve:q J?C?.01111'.!.~l!J;s lilli.~J.!~g ~.Q,,,.~~th& C_9.1Q.n- 11 \:.: 

J~. .1~§.t.Q ry 9 f _ NJ.UY ••. o.rlc,. .XI 1 1 14 7 J • 111· 

Ii I 
_______ o ___ _ 

On Dec~mber 20, 1665, Isa.ck Israel gave up his trade on ·the Dela
war~ River, because he refused t~ contribute to the protectian of 
a highwe,y near there. At that time, Btuyv,esant dis·- couraged trade 

. by the Jews in tlhat area .• lfThy should. Israel then con~ribut.~ to. t~e 
protection of the highwa,y, when it :1J11ght have been his last trip. 
Since Stuyvernant was :forced by the West India Company to grant the 
Jew:a\the right of free tra.d.e, Israel returned to the Delaware River. 

·On June 16, 1656, it was ordered. that Isra,el a,nd!. Flamm:an should 
arrange the oom.pla.ined in friendship. 

:1:, , ~ I · 

J 

: ~ 



1656, June 19: 
New Amsterdam 

II, 118). 

No. g-o, 

David .ll'erere.. {Frere) sues De Ruyter' s 
wife and Harmen Dowesen. The defendan·t:s 
are in default. 

David J?rere, pl tf'. v /a Cl:aes de Ruyter,'; a 
wife and Harmen Dowesen, defts. Defts. 
all in default. (Recoris o.! ~ A.ma.t erdam, 
»'1"1"' ~"''(\) 0 
..),J,,,> e.,l 

On June 26, 1656, Ferer·a-won his case from .de Ruyter's wife an!ll 
~. Dowesen, and received 400 florins in peltries. 

111 ,\ , 
1! 

Ii, 
'.i 



No. r//, 

j ! 
Ii 

1:i 

;,I 11 

;1:1
1
1 

II ·I 

l1' 
\11. 
1

':11. 

The oourt orders Ferera(Frere) to deliver \!

11
11 

A. Keyser' a clothing,whioh he has in pawn. 1\

1
l i 
L 
lii1 
11' 

Mr. J.acob Hendrick Varvanger appears in Court 
1

, 1 

stating that pursuant to the ord.er of the · 1656, .rune l 9: 
Court he had offered ·to Davia Frere the 5 

beavers, which A. Keyser owes to said Frere, who refused them, 
saying he wants to be paid in Zeewa.n at 12 gl. the beaver, or o·ther
wise he will not ie·t the cloihing go. Whereupon the petitr .. has 
deposited ·the 5 beavers; requesting the 6ou.rt will 'be :Pleased to 
constrain the aforesaid Frere .to give up the clothing. Whereupon is 
enc1orsed: ... Whereas Mr •• Ta.cob fi. Varavanger has depoai ted with th'e 
Secretary of this City the 5 ·beavers, which are dure to David Frere. 
and ·~he·· same are found merchantable, the said. Frere wae ordered 
to Deliv1er to Mr. Jaooh Varvanger, A. Keyser' s clothing, whis:h he 
has in p:awn: and. if Frer'e shall remain in default, the bailiff is 
authorized to levy execution. ('£1.e.oo~s of N.fil! 4m§t!'~ II, 120). 

New .Amsterdam 



No.g;J., 

Ba.rsimsonwants to be indemnified fo:r 
goods which Jacob Ab oaf 'Aboast) took from 
him, while on board."'•· Huy s ship _-th.e P~.,... 
tJ:.e.a. in 1654, bounc.l for England.Barsimson 
is the plaintiff,. Allard ~n-thony is th(e 
attorney of Jacob Jans·en · uys. 

1656, June 19: .Tac ob Barsimson,pltf. v /s .Allard Anthony, 
New Amsterdam ·as Attorney fo:r. Jacob Jansen Huys, deft. 

Pltf. appears in Court, presenting a 
written petl ti on in which he prosecutes the arrest of· the eff,ects • 
which deft., as attorney aforesaid, ha.s in his hands. Whereon is en
dorsed ... 'Whereas the Honble Allard Anthony as attorney :tor J.aoob 
Jansen Huys requests copy of the demand thereun·to to answer in 
writing by the next Court day, the same is granted to him, and. the 
arrest is in ·the meanwhile declared valid. Done as above. (JiecQJ:U 
of Ji~~' II-113). 

J 

, , 2£ -- o _____ _ 

.Ta.cob Barsimson wants Huya, the skippier of the P.,.i.a\,::i;:'t;r..e.~ to 
pay for the damage that Aboaf d.id to Barsi:mson while on board 
Hu.ye' ship op:posi te Wight in England. Jacob Barsi:mso.n asked. on 
June 26, 1656, for a copy of Anthony's answer to the ahargee. On 
July 3rd.;Bars;mson's reply was given to Anthony. Seven days later 
both Barsimson and Anthony were ordered to hand over mutual papers 
to the court. B:a.rsimson brought his papers on September 4-1656, and 
Anthony furnished his papers seven days la:ttl!Jr. On Septemb'eI' 18th, 
Baraimson asked that the case be expedited. 'When the case came 1

1

!, 
before the court three days later it was decided to postpone the 

1

j 
decision.1i'inally on September 14,; 1656, Jacob Jansen Huys was con... I . 
d.emne~ by a plurality of votes to indemnify and p~y the plaintiff . l:~I . 
f'_or h~s suffere~ damage. Howei:e:r, on January 30, 1657,after Anthony}'· I 
appeal, t.he decision of the 01 ty court was r,eversed. , \ 1, 

I I ' 
I . 1· 
•,I 
I l'i .. 

,1 
1.: fi 



1656, June 23: 
Dutch Settlements 
on the 
Delaware Ri v·er 

No. f.j, 

Isaak Israel and Flamman are ordered 
to personally adjust their differences. 

••• Having heard the arguments, the 
parties are therefore .advised. to arrange 
the matter in f.riendship but if they 
cannot agree, they ahall addres:s us 
again. ( Isa.ck Israel against .Tan Flamm.an; 

~.Q. t]J~ c Q,!.QJJ.J~.1 Ii!J;LtQJ."Y Qf. :t19'W Xfil't.1k, XI I , 14 8 ) • i, I 

ii 
___ o ____ _ 

Sinae there is no further mention of the suit, it can be 
assumed that th 1e matter was arranged. amicably. 

ii ! I 
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No.Sf. 

ll'etera (Jfrere) is again ordered to rest ore ii 
the chest of clothing of .A. KeyeH~r. 111' 

:11: 

,: ··:11. 

j~;6Am~~.~~d;~= . . ~;~~~' v~~f~~he~;~~~einP~~~~uI~: David I.II• 
" Plaintiff in his qu:ali ty as Bailiff, com- :1:1 

pl:ains that deft had again taken away, con-~r-ary to en·~ered protest, ,
1

,111 

a certain chest belonging to A, Keyser, which he had in charge and 11.111 

had delivered in consignment at his house. as more fully appears i!; 

by the writing. The Honble Sheriff, N. deSille requests copy of !!· 
complaint to enter his action thereupon. The Court granted the [: 
Honble Sheriff tha copy, and ordered the aforesaid Frere to rest-

1

! ·\ 

01"e the chest with the clothing on the first demand to the Bailiff) j 
house, or in def~ult that the same shall be forthwith removed 
fr··· om his hous) e by the sheriff's officers. Ct~ .. <2-'2.!£!.s o..,£ N.Q]V ~t~e.r.: 
dam, II, 134 • 
-,.~ 

·--·---o ___ _ 
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l"i : 
11.11 ! 

F (F ) i 
·' :I 

ierera rere w ne his oase for 400 florins\ \\,,
1
:1 

from de Ruyter'rs wife and H •. 1»ouwes<en. 
'1'l 1 '' 

1656, J"une 26; David Frere, pltf, v/s Claes J"ensen Ruyter' a I' i 
N.ew Amsterdam Wife and Harmen Douwe.sen, def·ts. Deft. cnae;s .l'.'\li 

d' Ruyter' s wife only prsent .. Pl tf'. demand.a 11
1

1
, 

paymiettt of fl. 400 in peltries according to obligation. Deft. ·1

1

:: 

acknowledg(es the debt, says she offered the pl tf. Jyaj;ment bu·t elks 
1

j hide~ of 20 o ~4 lb, eeoh and geve him the deed of her lot,, her 111 
furniture· &c in pledge, offers with the arrival of her husbands '\.'t' 
yacht which will come in 5 o 6 days, to pay him in :zeewa.n at 10 gl. "1' 

for one beaver;. claim~ damages for glasses and a tree ?rok.en. by ':''I 

the pltf. Parties being he's.rd, deft. is condemned to pay pllif. ,, 
·according to obligation within three weeks from da'te, saving her i1 , 

action which she may institute. (:£teco'.£~~ 2.! ~f!! Am~ !3l'_g.~,II, 
122, 123). 

------=-o _____ _ 

See /I/(), !f t> -



Barsimson asks for a o opy of Anthony' a answer I 
to the charges in regard to the alleged 
seizure of goods by Aboaf. 

1656, .rune 26: Allard An thony answers in writing the dem-
New Amsterdam and of Jacob Barsimson, whereof Barfilimson 

dem13.nds copy. Endorsement: At the request of 
Jacob Barsimson, it is ordered by the Court, that copy hereof shall 
be granted him to reply thereunto at the next Court.(Reoords of New 
Amsterdam, II, 125). - ..._ --·--

_____ o ___ _ 



'· 1656, July 3: 
New Amsterdam 

No. f 7, 

Baraimson submitsAreply to Anthony concern ... 
ing Aboaf's theft. 

ordered by the Court, 
be given to party~ to answer thereunto against 
(~Q.Q£Q.s o.i Na 11.mati.~n:d.ani, rr. 132). 

0 ____ __. ...... _....., 

See /Yo· fTJ-, 
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Ferera (Frere) is imprisoned for removing 
Keyser's ohea·t. Joseph de Costa (De Koster) 
acts as Ferera's interpreter • 

,1; I 

" I 

;1 

i 
: 
I, 

'· 1656, July 3: 
Ne-w Amsterdam 

Nicas. ius. de Silla, in his q_uali ty as 'Sheriff " 
o:f' this City,pltf. vs. :David Fre1"re,de.ft. 
Pltf. enters his demand in writing as 
followeth: 
To the Honble President and Very Discreet 
Gentlemen.· 

Gentlemen: It is known to your Worships, that David Frerce; a Jew, 
brought, by order, a certain chest with clothes to the house of 
Dirok van Schelluyne, Baliff of this City, on condition that the 
Jew aforesaid should receiv~ satisfaction therefor that evening, or 
at furthest the next day. But whe·r.eas the above named J1ew was not 
willing to be contented with ·i;ha t bu·t would have immediate paymen·t 
or take the things back; paying no attention to all the Bailiff's 
admonitions, warnings and. protes·ts he ha.a, notwithstanding all above 
mentioned, come with a cart before the Bailiff's dwelling and re
moved the chest thereflli'Dm, ma.king use moreover of many words in his 
.tongue, in :presence of the Bailiff. Which tends to the great dis-
respect and prejudice of your Honors,although it did not occur to 
your Honors but to one dependent on you who,nevertheless, must be 
maintained in the performance of his duty; Also suoh prooe,edings, 
such unbecoming opposition and disturbance to the duties of the 
Bailiffand Messenger cannot be permitted but mu~rt be punished .. TlTe 
Sahout having ex officio taken cognizance thereof, in support of 
justice, he concludes that the assigned beaver skins (which the JeY1 .. 
aforesaid claims as hie pay) shall remain confiscated for the Schout;, , 
that the said Jew shall be publicly whipped .a,t the etake, and banish
ed forth from this province of New Netherland, .a,nd that he provision ... 
ally shall go into close confinement .... demanfing costs, etc. 

1

i, 
. Was subscribed. 

1

1 
1

1···, 1 

Nioasius De Silla~ 
Deft. David Frer·e ap.pears, with an interpreter, Joseph de Koster, in i I/' 
oourt, requests vopy of the demand to answer thereunto in writing 

1
; ::

1
• 

by the next Court day. 1 

. Opinions on the Sheriff's demand: f'l!I: 
Alla.rd. Anthony decid.es that deft. be put in prison., : jji 
Oloff decides that h1abe not imprisoned but merely that copy of the 
the demand be grated.. 1 

1

1 

l/ 
Joh.. Ptr .. Verbrugfj>e votea r I 1 

St'l"'trcker e. ... imprisonment i ;I,: 

Vi~~e ;: imprisonment /j :f'/' 
Th imprisonment 
· e others concur. I; 1

• 1 

~~r!~~ac~uiit it is, by p~~~!i~~;· of votes, ordered and ad.judged tha,t 11.:J ! 
and J • · n avid Frere be imprisoned in the City Hall of this City 1

1 

the be gtranted copy of' the demand to answer thereunto in writing on j 
· nex. court. day .. (Records of New .Amsterdam, II, 130 ... 131). 

___ .... nJ''a\lil --r..- -<I' -'""""''"""'"".....,._,,F_.._ 
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. .D'e Costa seemed to be very 'fiuei1.t in· the ·Du~ch la.nguage. Ferer;a' s 
tongu·e was p-.obably Spanish·, 
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·:61erera' s (Frere) petition for release from 
confinement under sufficient.bail was re
jected •. De Costa again was his interprete1~. 

1656, July 4: 
Extraordinary ]fo,etin.g held at the request 111: : 
of David d 'Frere, a prisoner: In the City , ~i 

New .Amsterdam . Hall, this 4 July, 1656. 11: 
Present, :N,, deSille, Allard Anthony, Oloff Stevenson, Jacob Btryc- \',,,',,111. 

ker, Jan Vinje, and Hendrick Kip. 
Where·aS David cl' Frere has petitioned to be released from confine- ::\: 
ment underLisufficient bail before the decision on the de:ri1and of " 
the Honble Sheriff and to deliver in his def enoe on the next court r 
d<JY• Resolved that the Honorable Sohout and said llrere be heard ::! 
thereupon in court. · 11!, 
:Schout N. d' Silla concludes that David :&,re re shall remain in \ 
prison until the case shall be defin.i tely disposed. of ,maintaining ]11 
that it is not bail:Ea.ble sir1ce the a.ction is ·a, criminal one, and in! ,1[ 

case the court should decide it not to be ao declares he protests ~ 
against the same. ·:i 
Joseph d' Coster, interpreter for the pri saner Davi ii Frere, 'a:tJpears ,I.ii 
in court, persisting by the entered petition thet .J!l. ]'rere might 
be released f~om confinement under sufficient ba1.1: w)ereupon it Iii' 

being asked, if Frere was ready to an~wer to_ the demand? he ar.:is- ]'i'i:. ',. 

wered, No; since he could not do so without an attorney or wr1 ting~ 'i 
re(lues ting time thereto un t 11 nexll :Monday. The deroan<i. And ,Answer id 
being deli~erated on, the advice and oonolusion or ea.oh of the ,i!!\J 1 

Lords Burgoma,sters and. Schepen·s follow: , 11]'! ~ 
Allard Anthony decides that David Frer,e shall remain in confinement Ii 1: 

according to the demand until the case be definitely disposed of. i\. 1. 1 

OJ.off Stevens on votes thi D. Jl'rere be released. from confinement i\1 ! [ 

under sufficient bail for ;a c~rta.in sum or by sentence. , 11 I 
· Ja.oob Strycker votes that d. J.J'rere shall remain in confinement l!lJ \ 
until the mSttt;e:r be disposed of• . ]

1 

:: I' 

Jan Vinj e .i:o·tea the same, to remain in :prison. . . 1 

111 
Hendrick Kip votes the same; concurs with the maJ or1 ty. l ·Ji 1 

The court, by plurality of votes, ord.ers and decides that David ! ':I 
Ff ere. shall remain in confinement until the ca1i s1,>all be de fini t .. - ii ;

1

1
1 

\, 

Y d.1s:posed of; and the above named Frere w;as notified on the partl' i1:! :1 

~~ the court, through Joseph d~oster, as inter pre·. ter, to prepare I :1, I 
t ls defence to the demand and delii.e,:r the s:amre to the Secretary, t il 1

1 

.· ~· to be further and finally <iiapoaed of in the ease, in the ' i/· 
·~f!i~~d:! m~¥ner, even

1 
t)hough it were tomorrow. (R..~.G~HzJ.s of ~g ! h 

.• ., •. , _, . , , 136 , 13 7 • I 11

1

1 , I '.'I'.!' 
1·1: 1 ·:

1

,I' 

1>11 i 
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1

!11 I 
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No. f O • 

The Court orders Ferer,a (:B1rer·e) to d.eli ver 
hi;s defence within threre d.ays. 

l6fi6, July 101 The Honble Sheriff requests the court to ... 
New Amsterdam be pleased. to pass sentence and judgment !, . 11 

on his entered demand :and conol usion again.E'tq 
David Frere. VllJ::vereupon the prisoner D: Frere and Joseph d' Cost er ,'i ~ 
his interpreter being sent for to court, say they halfe not th~ , ·U 

.answei" to th .. e deme,nd ready :a..s yet, but request time.The Court . Iii. 
orders that he, Frere, shall answer orally if not in writing so I' 
as to come to a conclusion. Whereupon deFrere again asked tim.e ·' 
to enter a writing. The Honble Sheriff replying persists in his 
demand and conclusion entered and taken herein, and answers def .. 

·endant's exceptions; concludes finally they cannot be received 
and therefore that h.is, the Sheri.ff' s. demand shall be granted 
wi·!;h costs; and that h:i.s, the deft' s, exceptions and conclus
ions shall be and remain dismissed. 'rhe Cour·c ordered the 
prisoner D. Frere to deliver in his defence to the court within 
three times twenty-four hours , or in~defa&lt thereof justice 
shall be done in the. demand of the Honble Sheri.ff. (R~s .21 .. 
~§~ ~i~~m, II, 140). 

____ o_...__ __ 

See No, 7f: 



No. '1 /, 

Anthony and Barsimson are ordered to hand 
over material papers and documents to 
the court. 

1656, July lOa Allard Anthony answering in the case of 
New Amsterdam Jacob Baraimson, which being coaaidered, ia 

endorsed&- Whereas the auit ia complete, 
parties are ordered on both aidea to hand over the material iapera 
and documents by the next Court d~ to dispose thereof, aa shall 
oe deemed most proper. { Record.a ~New Amsterdam, II, 140 - 141). 

____ o ___ _ 

See f'./o · 3i 



1656, July 13a 
New Amsterdam 

Ferera (Frere)ia convicted of removi'8 the 
cheat ot A. Keyser. He is to remain in prison 
until the fine ot one eight hundred Carolua 
guilders is paid. 

Schout ll; deSille requeate that the co\lrt 
would be pleaeed to pronounced judgment on hie 
demand and conclusion entered against David 

Frere. Whereupon David Frere being heard answers in •riting, as ap
pears mor fully by thesame. "Vhereunto the Scho•t answers. 
On the ist point - the Complaint ot the ~ailiftr 
On the 2nd point, that it does not accord with the law ot Amsterdam 
and falls within no exception1 
on the 3rd point, that he Frere was alwaya lf compani,ed by a Jew who 
understood and spoke both Dutch and Hebrew De CostaJ. 
Concludes therefore finally it is not ad.mies ble because ot eurrep
tion or obreption, and aeke approval with cost"• 
David Erere requests an interpreter thereupon. Joseph d'Coster 
being therefore sent tor to court, the aforesaid answer and con
clusion of the Schout is read to him. He persists in hia written 
answer. The Schout requests, therefore, expetii ti on. 'I'he succeeding 
votes and judgment consequently followed& 

Votes as to the application of the fine. 
Allard advises J for the Schout; i for t he City. 
Oloff ,, for the Schout; and i for the City. 
Jan Verbrugge for the Schout;and i for the City. 
Strycker for the Schout1 t for the poor;f" 

Jan Vj nje 
William Beekman 

Hendrick Kip 

for the City. 
f for the Schout; f for the City. 
t for the Schout; t for the poor; 

f for the City. 
i for the Schout; t for the poor; 

-t ror the City. 
President Allard by the seconC vote concludes the application i for 
the Schout and t for the Ci+.y. 

Votes regarding the amount of the Fine. 
Honble Allard votee fl. 1000 

~ Oloff " 600 
,, Verbrugge " 600 

~ 
11 Strycker 800 
'' Vinje '' 800 
1, W. Beekman "' 600 
,., Kip '' 800 

?ollows the Sentence& 
Whereas, David ?rere,residing within this City of Amsterdam, in 
New Netherland, did on the 21s t last, acc ordi ng ~o the Complaint 



Jr: 

II 
f'i 

of Dirck van Schelluyne in his quality a:s B:ai liff, and hi;s own '!/ 

:aclmowledgmentf dt:tre ·to remove, with many hasty words uttered in I 1• ' 

hj.s language, from the Bailiff's house, not only against expressed 1· 1 .1 

prohibition but contrary to the Bailiff's entered pro.1rnst, a certain· ,1 

che:st with clothing which had been brought; there, by order, ·that 5 ! , 1
1 

beavers dm:i him by A: Keyser should b€l paid him, ;and notwi. 'thstancliIDig/. 
his 5 be·&vers were offered. him and delivered in consignment; There- j: 

fore the Honble Nicasius d'.Sill;a in qu.ali·ty as Sc.::hou:t o.f this .said /: 
City pros·ecuting the said David Frere, at law, before us Burgomast;er 
and Schepens, concludes that for his com.mi tted. fault and violenae . I 
which tends not only to the opposing ·the Bailiff'!S offi'c:e bu.t to ·th@li 
serious contempt and d.:i.sregard of justice, whioh 'C<annot b,e toleratecti ! 

or sugferred in a land o,f law, the above named. Frere shall be con- ! 1 

demnedl. in the loss of the assigned beaver skins and that he shall Ii 
in addition be publicly scourged. at a :stake and hanj,shed from thi:s ./, 
Province. '·I: 
B:u.rgoma:s·ters and Schepem~ of the City of Amsterdam illl N:ew N'ether- II/' 
land, having. paid. attention to th,e dl.emand and 'Conclusion. of the I 
Bohou.t ·as w,ell ;a,s the written answer and aoknowledgmen't of the .• 
prisoner David Frere, :and having maturely weighed eyerything ma;t- ! . 

eriaJ., have, after due delibe:r:iation, conde:!'llm~d,as they hereby do, I . 
the :said. David Frere for his aforesaid. oommi tted offence to pay ~I 
a fin. eof One eigh~ hundred. Carolus guilders, to be applied. one four·t" · 
part to the benefit of the Sbhout and three fourth parts for the 

1 

benefit of this City, with costs of suit; and to remain con.tined 
1 

until ·the said. moneys shall be paid.; and the EHcqueste:red beaver /; I 
skins shall again b. e restored. to him d 'll'reNz J clismi ss ing p.lainti ff' s 1

: . 

f th d d h . . "1 .u:r. .er eman erein. . · "'!1 
Thus done, ad4u!ltged <()l,nd prbnounoe~ at, the Court &·~ ·the City H11l.ll, r(. 
at ~sterdam 1n ~ew Netherland, this l .. ~th July, 1656. 11I

1

• 

·Davis Jfrere promises to· pay the money a reque·s·ta to be releas.ed. I,; · 
from confinement and. that tT. deCoster may be sent for. Joseph i!li 
d' .Cos. ·ter appearing in oou.rt ·as interpreter, apologirs1e;s :for havi.ng 

1

11 

now no money ready; off.ers to remain bail, to deliver .go:ods a;r3 ./ · 
seauri ty. · : 11 
Wh. ich being considered., the afore~aid sentence was pre. r.siste. d in., ,.f. 

that the monies shall be forthwith p:aid or that d 'Frer'e shall be ~ 
sent back to p:rison. (~ds QI N2 Am\ikt~®W• II, 141 ... 143). i/ 

·' 

0 ------
Se,e /\/ o , ? J'. 

• 



1656, J'uly 15: 

1.l\[:!' r 
11\:·ll I 'i 
1

1 i :• 
! I 11 

! :I \j, 
I' I I 

. 11
1 

I ii; 

Ferera (Frere) appeals the sentence. 
1

\;: 'I' 

on the 15th July, 1656, David Frere ap:Pealed . 'ri I 
from the pronounced sentence to the Hd>norahle 1

! t1!1 
New Amsterdam Director General and Council of New Netherland' 1!1 

as appears by the statemen·t of' the Court Messenger, and further 
11 

Ii!; 
confirmation of Joseph d'Coster as interpreter for David .1:!

1

rere, as ·.
1

• 

1

.
1
,, 

far as rela·tes to the sum. The Schout Nicasius d' Silla declares 
1

\ i .. 

on this date 15th July to renounce or revolre his appeal. (R~QW 1:1 1

1

l 
o.!..-l'Law ~~II, 143). ~ii I 

______ o __ _ 

See No' 7.f. 
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No. 9 i . 

Da.Tid Ferera an' joseph De Costa (D'Acoata) 
make petition for a rev1ersal of the_judg
ment pronounced by the Gity Court. The ap
peal is granted. 

1656, july 24: To the G:reat Roaorable Lorda 
New Amsterdam Director General and High 

CoUDcil l1)rS of New Netherland. 
Davi d. Ferera, Jew, residing here, make• known w:ith humble reverence 
how that the Messrs. Burgomasters and Schepens t)f this City, on the 
demand of the Officer ( the Schout) and having iaoted. the petitioner's 
written ana~er wh ereby he fra~ly confesaea his ignorance of Dlltch 
laws and customs and lack ot knowledge ot the l•anguage, and therefore 
not knowing to have sinned so greatly as the ca1se baa been conaide•
ed, have been pleased to condemn your peti tione:r in a t'ine ot eight 
hundred guilders and the coete of the eui t notw:i thstandong that the 
Officer in a civil suit has only concluded and 1iemanded. the forfeit
ure of a small consignment of beaver skina, and whereae your pet-
i tione~ i s a person o~ humble circumstances and limited meana and 
to satisfy the aforesaid fine would be sufficie1rit tocauae tis ruin, 
and as he the petitioner is on account of thia 1still in l>rison, ancl 
he by this sincerely declares not to h&Te hacl the least intention , 
to violate just"ice but that the fault arose fro1n hie lack of knowl
edge, and that he therefore feels himself unjustly oppressed by the 
sentence in eo far as the same has been pronounc:ed in a ciTil aui ts 
Re therefore humbly requests of your Honors to please issue a writ 
of appeal, with a clause of inhibition, in the usual f'orm, and in 
the mean time to let him out of priaon,offering for this Joseph 
d'Acosta as sufficient bail, aa principal, for the sentence. 

You ~ Honors' Humble Servant: 
Was signed 

David Ferera 
Joseph d'Acosta. 

, (July 24,1656) 
The above request being read to t he meeting, th1ere was , after a 
vote, an apoetille added ae follows: Let a Mand1a.te issue in Case 
ot Appeal, with Clause of Inhibition. 
Done at Fort Amsterdam, in liew Nwtherland, date1~ as above. (Cal
e.nDr qt list.• !Ju:.k Historical J{LS.Puecriots, VIII, 170; from N~w taU 
Cplonial J!anugcripts VIII, 82 - 83; Translation in PAJ:Hs, XVIII, 
0.909' 82,83}. 

~~~~-0~~~-

" See N " . 7 f, , 



As a result of the appeal the arbitra~ 
tors decided that Ferera (Frera) should 
pay the sum. of 120 Carolus guild.era and 
defray the costs of the sui·bs, e~timat
ed at 50 guilders. 
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1656, Ju.ly 25: 
lij'' l

0

1i 

I· 
Petrus Stuyvesant, on behalf of the . Ii ' 
Honble High and Mighty torch~ Sta.tee ... ven- ll/

1

1 
1 New Ama;t; er dam 

eral of the Uni tad Netherland.a and the Ii: 
Honble Ijords Directors of th.e Privileged. West India Company, Dir- :'! 
ector ·General of New Netherland., Cm.ra.oao t Bonai re and the :Appendices l:! 
thereof, with the Councillors: To the Court Messenger. Claes van 11·1

1 

Elsle.nt, hereunto required, Greeting! ii 
Whereas, David Frera, a .Tew, resitU.ng within thls City hae, by :~e:- It' 
i ti on, represente:ld. unto Us that he was condemned by the court of 1.his·1 1I 
city of Amsterdam in. New Netherland on the 13th of this month of /.~ 
July, at the suit of the ·Officer of this City, in a fin.e of fl.,.800 !''I 
and costs of suit, no·twi thstanding that he represented his innocence fi ,. 
as being ignorant of the Duttahla.wrs, customs and languagre as l:J.e says Ji 
( and a.s he demand.a) therein our provision: Ii 
Therefore, we (warn) you herewith that you summon in the Name of the r.: 1 

Supreme Court the said of:tictJr· to appear before Us here in Fort Am- 11 

sterCl.am on the 25th of this month; notifying the aourt afore;1:mid to 
come also or to send. attorniJfs to s·ee the ,s,aid jud.gment either con- , 
firmed., annulled Ol"l' set ,a,eide by Us; ·the sa.m.e to sued;ain or renou~ I 
b
ee, ·~~tth~ifhwisd?:;1 

0
srfi.afll direct; leavingtauthentic copy for U~e ·the 1··

1
'::_. 

1
; 

. ene.1.1 ow. v . e sai.111. ·. icier, rendering un o Us you.r return~ , 
1 

Ii ven in Amster di.am in N .. netherland, under our Seal, p,a,ra:phure .and " 
Signature of our S:ecr(ete.cy, the 24th .Tuly, 16.56. /•.

1 

·was Signed ii 1:; 

B P. 'Stuyversant • 
Y orde1· of the Honble Director Genere.l and Council of 

C. v. Ruyven. 
Beneth was impressed the Public Seal irt wax. 
Vote:s ;as to whom to commission :pursuant to the preceding Mandamus: 
Votes of the Honor1able Allard •••••••••.•••• Oloff Steveneen 

Joh. Vrerbrugge 
Votes of oloff...... • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Jan Anthony 

Joh, Vel"brugge 
Vo·tes of Ve:rbrugge ••••••••••••••••••••••••• :Both Burgom.a'ster;s 
~otes of Y.inje •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Both Burgomasters 
P~te:a of Ki~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• :Both Burgom.as·~er'.s 

ura.li ty of Votes ••••••••••••••••••••••••• Both Burgomas ter.s 

Where<a.s, David d.' .'Perere, Jew, has appealed from an :a-ction in.sti tut;
;.d by the ~onor.etbl:- Schout N. deSilla before the Burgoma~ster~ and 
ahepens of this City and from the sentence p~onounced therein 
~ated 13 July inst ci to the Honble Director Gener:al ancl Council of 

ew Nethe:rt"la.nd and by petition civilly reqwest-ed aba:tement of' said 
~~n~en·ce, as by his petition is appearing: Therefore the Honorable 

ir·ector General and Council o:f New Netherland ha,ve ordered, to 



prevent costs ·and. so dispatch the eui ·t quiakly, thH;t partie:s under 
d.ue compromis 1e she.11 :e:aoh choo;s 1e an Arbi tr.a.tor, wher 1eu.nto their 
Honors hav:e adj oine<i the Honble LaMontagnre as ;a_ third: Therefore 
parties being met together thereupon, Bchout Nica.sius DeSilla chose 
on his side Capt, Paulus I,e1enderts van die Grift, and David d

1
11erere 

Joseph deCoster, to the decision of whom, their chor;H~n arbirt.rators, 
partie:s dec~are to submit themselves, to abid.e by the 'Same an:d 
accomplish 1 t, under" a boncl of three hundred Carolus guilders to be 
forfei t·ed ·'by whosever shall not ac·cept the same. 'Submi ttin.g to th1 s 
effect to all courts and judges. 
In te.stimony whereof it is sign~d-by the respectiv·e partie:s and 
witnesse:e, on both aides, this 26 July, 1656 •. At :Amsterdam in N. 

·Netherland". 
Was signed. Nioasius deSille 

David Ferer,e 

Wi tness,es 
Aug~stine Hermans, Daniel Litsbhoe 

In presence of me 
Jacob K.ip, 

Sec 'Y • 

Pursuant ·to the ;above deed. of compromisre, the ·arb1 tr-a tore met to
getl'rer at the instance the Honblie La.Montagne ther1eunto adj oine9- by 
the Honorable Director General and Cou.ncil as a rrhird., ·and gave as 
their d<ecision that the e.fores.aid David Ferere shall ·:pay for the 
behoof of the Schout N. de Silla. the sum of one hund;-ed and. t:wenty \ 1·i 

C:e,rolus Guild.era :and defray besides the easts of :su1 t, estimated at 1

1 

· 

fifty guilders, together with the costs in.curred. by th.ls ap:pea.r~nce. !, · 
In testimony is this sigm:Hi by the a.rbi trators on both side:s this ! ' 

1 

26 July, 1656. At Amsterdam in New N·etherlrand. 
Was ei~ned 

In presencia of me, 

p,JJeVan die -Grift, 
Joseph da.Costa, 
La.Montagne 

JQCOb Ki-p, 
.Sia c r<e t a.ry 

:Parties declare, on both sid.es, to submit themselves to the above 
decision. Done as abovei 
Which I witness. 

Jacob Kip, 
Sec re t<ary e . (Records g;l' id. Juu.e,;14.al:Jla.m, 

II• 145 - 147). ___ .... o ___ _ 

Bee /\/ o • 7 s. 



105-c , July 2o : 
lvew "'mFterd tllm 

No . 'fC,. 

D1Ick van [ chelluyne , :1 ty . . ~nFh~ll "' i ves 
his evidence i n the ca ~e concerning 
Fere r a Hn d the clothin~ of Y. ey~er . 

at a meetin~ : Pre cen t t~e Lord Director 
Genernl ?eter Stuyv es?.nt :rnd the Lo r ds 
Council lo r s , J: La.~ont ague. 

Dirck v;, n Schelluyne ask ed, '''hether he inti:n« ted to t~e Jew, 
~;-, vid deFererP.. tha t he ehould br ing t he cheet with !"qods to 
t he house of the Keener , answered No , but tha t the said 
J ev· himFel f tried t o sell t he Si-Li d r ood s , ?nd caused t oe 
cheet to be br ou gh t by f1. e r.rt ?tHln to hi R houFe, ~nd i n his 
absence , be bei ng on ousineF s a t t '.1e house of de.Ionge to which 
the ooove mentioned J e.,. e r :ne 1t. h im, c..nd s'Oe<•k i ng through an 
i nter rn eter info rmed Schelluyne th;. t he had c ~used t h e c heet 
witn clothin~ t o b e b r ought to his hou~e , demrnd in~ uP yment 
o f w~~t w~~ coming to hi m t herefor , whereu~on he , Schelluyne , 
· !1Pwe r eri h i r.i , in a aay or two his !floney would bt:: for t hco'!linf!; 
the Jew , t h rough the i nternreter , s a id he litust hrive the money 
rt once , o th~rwi se he would hA ve t '.1e iroods a fZ'H in t Rken a wa y, 
which t he J ev;- r> lPo immedir..tely er.used to be done nc, twi thi::tr.nd
i~r Lirck vPn Schel luyne wa r ned h im not to do ~o An6 oro te~ted 
to "l i m ;.~r- ini:~. t the F' ""'lle , so t hnt the Jew ha~ c::>uFed t ~e che~t 
\· i tr. c l othes to be o r .. .>UP""ht t o the houF:e :>f :irek van c chelluyne 
r:nd a~r. in t?~en ~way fro~ there withou t Dirck v;n Schelluyne 
h:vin~ seen the cbeFt. 

T~uF ctec l Ared by Dirck v An qch el luyne to the ~eetin, 
r:> :!'ecen: : e ;1bo,1e 'hel d in ::'ol' t . '!iFtero:.'1'J , in i;e,~ !'e therl:~nd , 

Lf-.e .'oth of J ul y , r.O , 10~6 . (C:lenc? r Qi r:a, "U2J:Y. ~ii:torica l 
.'.3IlUPC l i 1')tF' , VIII , r utch , 171; f r o'll J!ew ~ "l rk Colon i?l i~:> DUf'Crint~ 
!III, 91- 92 ; !' r. n~l:ltion in PAJHS , '!:'TIII;-zl9og7, 8~ ) . 

.:- e e /'/" · 7f, 



1656, July 261 
New Amsterdam 

No. '1 1 

David Ferer& eeta forth that it wae not 
hie intention to appeal from the ju.tgaent 
of the City Court, but only to aak tor a 
mitigation of the fine. He asks to be 
released from prison. 

To the HOnorable, Greatly 
Esteemed Director General and 
High Councillors or New Nether-
land. 

Honorable Greatly Esteemed Lords: 
It was proper that David Ferera, Jew, by petition presented to 
your Greatly Esteemed Honors requested and was granted an appeal 
from the sentence imposed civilly by the Lords )(agiatratea with 
regard to hia acknowledged ignorantly committed fault; Now, consid
ering that petitioner'e intention 11 no longer to proEecute hie 
appeal and thereby to proceed to the uttermost against the Lord 
Officer, bat, in view of hie t>gnorance in the fault committed by him, 
to place himself and his poor condition at the merciful discretion 
and commiseration of your Greatly Esteemed Honors' I>ity, he t here
f ore submi ssively requests that your Greatly Esteeaed Honors be 
pleased to rem.it the all too heavily imposed fine, or at least to 
lighten the same to such an extent that he can bear it and conaequent 
l y be able to be discharged from hie long incarceration. Doing this 
etc., Below stood 

Yours Greatly Esteemed Honors' 
Humble Servant 

Was signed 
David Perera. 

~here appeared at t he meeting, according t o the tenor of the mandate 
grar~ed to David Frera, 
July 26 , the Lord Officer, together ~ith the Lords Burgomasters of 
the City , A.Anthony and Oloff Stevene, and having heard read the 
above petition, the Lord Officer requests, in the first place, that 
there should be noted on the eame that which followe; The Schout 
requests adjudication of the fine to the full appeal, and that on 
t he said sentence letters of execution ehall be noted, according to 
their form and contents, with expenses, and if so wished, a clause 
pledging the money considered in the sentence. Dated as above.(Cal
endar Q.LNa..Y<U:k.Hietprical Mannecrjpts, VIII, Dutch 171; fromlew 
!,su:k~o~l JIAnuecri pts, VI I I, 90-91; Translation in PAJ'HS,.XVIII, 
ll909J' 84). 

Apparently Ferera is attemptimg to secure the omission of the more 
moderate fin~ imposed by the arbitrators. 



1656 , August 24: 
.Amsterdam 

~ < No. ' · 

~see de Silve makes petition to the ~!r
ectors of the ~•st India :ompany: for the 
p~ment of brandy consigned to ~erera and 
de Lucena in New .Amaterdam. 

To the Ever Honoe&ble, ~reatly 
~i se and Very Foreseeing Lords, DU 
Lords the Directors of the Charter
ed Weet India vompany-, Chamber ot 
amsterdam. 

Moses Da Silva, merchant, residing within the said city, showeth 
reverently and with proper reverence that he, t~e petitioner, on llay 
1, 1655 , had laden here in this city, in the ship named New Amster
dam, skipper Pieter Dirckeee.n, the destination being New Netherlan:l, 
forty ankers of brandy, marked as in the margin, "S", to deliver, 
acc ording t o the bill of lading, to David Fereira or in hie absence 
to Abram deLueena there, and that the aforesaid ship having arrived 
in Amsterdam in New Netherland, the said skipper , contrary lo his 
aforesaid bill of lading, 1elivered the aforesaid lot or forty an
k~rs into the warehouse of the Company, regarding which a question 
and law suit arose there between David Ferera, to whom the same were 
consigned, and the skipper who ~ae condemned by the court there to 
carry out his bill of lading, which he has not done, notwithstanding 
the said ad.monition and decision, and the gooda from said ehipm.is 
s till held there in your warehouse& Therefore your petitioner humoly 
turns to your Worships, requesting that the aforesaid forty ankera 
may be made good and paid for to him, at least at such price as that 
at which the eaae could have been sold for at the time • .All this 
appears br the accompanying doaumenta to which he refers. 
·'1 \ ch doing, D\V Lords, ~c. 

Was signed, Moses De. Sil va 

At t he side was a poetilled : 
~eferred t o the Accountants to examine the contents of this and the 
annex~d exhibits, and to report to the meeting. 

Done at a meeting of the Directors of t~e ~est India Company in 
Amsterdam, the twenty fourth of August, 1656 . 

13elow stood, 
By thei r Order,. 

and signed, c. van Seventer.(Calenjar 
Q.f iJew York Historical Manuscripts, XII, 282; from New Y~Colgpial 
Manuscripts, XII, 43; Translation in PAJDS, XVIII,~909J, 87) . 

____ o ___ _ 

fferera and de Lucena must have been in New ~sterdam in the winter or 
1654. Da Silva sent some goods to them on lLa,y l,1655. rhe order 
must hav e been placed many months previously, for it took a loag 
time to send and receive communications from Amsterdam to New Amst 

dam. er . 
See No . .2. c.. 



No. 'J '1. 

Barsimeon furnishes papers in his suit 
against Anthony regarding the theft oy 
Aboaf. 

1656, September 4a jaoob Barsimson furnishes hi• papers in 
• ew Amsterdam the suit against Allard AnthoJV, req'1esting 

the dispatch ot the caee. Therefore Allard 
Anthony was ordered to furnish hie exhibits, for judgment to be 
then given.(Recorde 2! !!!!' Am1terdam, II, 61). 

____ o ___ _ 

See N 1 • 8 ;.. 



No. ;0-0. 

J'uanGallardo Ferer& (Fer1rara) asks for rest or
ation of his negro slave.,. 

1656, September 6: Juan Gallardo Ferrara, 1~r~ing for the 
Neir Amsterdam restoration of.tiia neg .. , slaves and order 

ther~pon. (Calend,ar 0%_ New York Hjetorical 
?.4anuecriEts, (1630 - 166iJ, VIII, 173; from Rew YQ.U Colonial 
Manuscri_te, VIII, 166). 

___ o __ _ 

According to Ella Raeely, (Portrait _.Q!_ ?leJr Nt•tberl and, p. 16(1-
16 1 ) , Juan Gallardo Ferera came to Ne• Amsterdam to solve a 
negro problem. 'Ferera • e two years of li tigati.on in behalf of 
securi ng forty four missing elavee were in VSLin. 

There is no reference to Ferera'a religion. me is not David 
Ferera, aa O' Callaghan claims. Strangely enouigb, Juan Gallardo 
Fer era used two Jewe, De Costa and lfosee de I.ucena, as hie 
interpreters. It is high!y probable that Gallardo li'erera was 
Jewish himself. 



No. / 0 I. 

Anth1ony furniehee hie e:xhi bit in the case 
a~ i inst Bareimeon, in reference to the theft 
on tbe Peartree. J.'he case ie postponed. 

1656 , September 11& The Honble Allarci Anthony in quality of 
New Amst erdam agen1~ fo& Skipper Jacob Huye, furnishes t he 

exhfbite in the case against Jacob Baraim
son requesting dispatch of t~he matter. And whereae the Court ie 
incomplete, it was poetponedl until the next Court day-. hrthur the 
the petition to the Director General and Co~ncil is concluded and 
sign ed . { Records 91 New ~1terdam, II, 165}. 

See o/ t'. f d. 



No. 10:1,, 

Jacob Baraimson :asks dispatch in the case 
against Anthony. 

1656, September 18: JQcob Bareimson appears in Court, and 
New Amsterdam requests dispatch in the case against Allard 

Anthony, and whereas the time has expired, 
was postponed until Thu.irsday when a, meeting shall be held ex ... 
preasly therefor. (RE?._COX:9.J? gJ !!~JI ~t.~i;im~ II, 168). 

, ___ o ___ _ 

See. JY o . r d- • 



No. ;o«'J, 

The decision is postponed in the case of 
Barsimson versus Anthony. 

16:56, September 121: ~rhe exhibits in the suit between J;a,rcob 
·i-.v:.\\\ 'f'·,"\\1\°'=;\V}l'R'tH\Yv\ Barsimson and AlH~,rd Anthony as Attorn.ey 

for skipper Jacob Jansen Huys being ex
·amined and revised, their worships (except the Honble Silla who . 
has retired and the Honble Oloff Stevenson) .are of opinion that the 
skipper or his agent ought to pe:y pltf. his 1.oa:s incured from stolen; 
goocls, on condition, that pltf. prove the amount. But inaismuch as 

·the Court is not complete,· no cohcluston is taken, but it i.JS post-
poned ·to another :Meeting. (~s .£! ~Am!.,~.1 II.l70). 

___ o ___ _ 

See ;\/", ff :i · 



...,o I()·,· 
J1 • 

Jacob Jansen Huye ie ord•red to pay Jacob 
Baraimson for the damage that Aboaf (Aboaat) 
did to Bareimstn on board the ~ T1:11,.. 

1656,September 25a Whereas Jacob Barsimson, a Jew, bas before 
Sew Amsterdam the court ot this city sued Allard Anthol\Y 

in his quality as attorney tor Jacob Jan
een Huye skipper in the year 1654, of the ship the ~ 't£11, tor 
and because of certain goode, which one Jacob Aboast, a passenger 
hither in said ship, forcibly took from eaid Bareimeon'a oheat,which 
lay. ~nder the deck of eaif ship and proceeded on shore with the 
sam!'.'Ps they la.y at anchor opposite Wight in Eggland,notwithstanding 
he Barsimeon complained to the skipper ot eaiC Tiolence, demanded 
aid against it, and on refusal thereof bae proteeted. Therefore pltf. 
concludes, that eaid Allard Anthony, as Attorney or the aforesaid 
Jacob Janeen Ruye, ahall be condemned to furnish and pa.y him for 
t~e taken goods according to bill, at the current price here.The 
Court after ha•ing examined and paid attention to what material was 
in the papera and documents produced by partiee of both sides after 
full trial, find by declaration produced, that pltf. Bareimson com
plained of the violence committed on him by Aboaet, a fellow pas
senger in aforesaid ship, to the skipper ae the commander ther; 
requested assistance, which being refused. he duly protested against 
the same, and whereas the skipper as master ot the ehip on board 
~hereof could and ought to have prevented such violence and plunder 
of propeety, We, therefore, decide, that the skipper is the cause 
of the pltfs. damage and loee and therefore Alla~ Anthony, aa 
attorney for the skipper Jacob Janeen Huys is condemned,by plurality 
of votee to idemnif'y and pay pltt; for his suffered damage,according 
to t he value of the goods here, to the extent that he shall have 
proved to have suffered; saving the skipper'• recourae against the 
abovenamed Aboast. Thus done and adjudged in the Court ot the 
Schout, Burgomasters and Schopene (absent Johz Pt. Verbrugge) this 
25 Sept. 1656.(Recorda ~ li.eJr A,meterdam, II, 173 - 174). 

Th~ above !'alendar sheds some light on the earliest Jewish coloniz
ation in New .Amaterdam. Beth Jacob Aboaf (Aboaet} and Jacob Bar-
eimson, Jews. were passengers on the Peartree (See ) 
The skipper of the ship was Jacob Janeen Huye. ·ilhtle the ehip lay 
at anchor opp?eite, Wight in England, Aboaf forcibly took some valuab
les f~om Bars1.maon a chest and proceeded on shore. There is no ia
~icat1on that Aboaf ever returned to the ship, and in all probabil
i ty never went to New Amsterdam. 
On January 30, 1657, the decision of the city court was reversed 
in the suit between Huye and Barsimson. 

See No . ~a 



1656, October 10s 
New Amsterdam 

No. / .S. 

The residence of Abraham de Lucena (Lueci
na) was formaly at Fort Orange. 

On the 17th October, 1656, Rutger Jacobsen, 
residing at Fort Orange, hath mortgaged 
in favor of Ur. Johnannie ~tthart hie 

house and lot situate within thia city, at present occupied by 
Abraham Luecina, a Jew, tor the sum ot fifteen hundred and twenty 
eight guilders, payable in Beaver, next June Ao. 1657, as more 
fully appears by extract of the mortgage executed by said Rut. 
Jacobsen before the Vice Director and Commissary and Commissioners 
of Fort Orange on the date aforesaid, as appears by the exhibit 
to me . 

~i ch I tee tify. 
Jacob Kip, Secretary.(l.tanuscript volume, 

~tgages of Lots and Pieces of Land in the City ~ N~ Amsterdam 
i654~ 1661), 1nor?Tceorc1t.Ycien, NeWYork, 43; PAJHS,XVIII, 
(190~' 89) . 



Jan Hendricksen demands payment tor labof 
expended in behalf of Jacob Cohen (Cohin • 

1656, October 23a J&n Hendricksen, pltf v/a J&cob Cohin, 
New Amsterdam deft., demands payment for hie expended 

labor and disbursements, without knowizig 
how much. Deft. requeete bill of particulars, to assign the eame 
on hie rent. Whereas pltt. doee not know bow much the eWD is, but 
merely dieputee about the payment in beaver, be was put ott until 
the next Court d81' to exhibit particulare. (~rde ~ l!IJf ~
erdam, 11, 197). -

____ o ___ _ 

Jan nendricksen did some wood work for Cohen. 

See l'/o . 1 o ?. 



llo. J v 7 · 

Jan Hendricksen'• suit against Jacob Cohen 
(Cohun) i s referred to a committee. 

1656, October 30r Jan Hendricksen, pltf c/s 3acob Cohun, deft. 
New Amsterdam Relative to the ~ispute about wood work, 

delivered by pltf. amounting to three beavem 
whi ch deft. maintains is too mu.ch. Parties bei ng heard by the Court 
t he dispute is referred to Christaen Barenteen and Gerrit J anaen 
Roos to value t he wood work in question, but that the payment 
shall be made in beavers; and in deta•lt of agreement to r eport 
t o t he bench,( R~ds gf ~ kpet•rdem, II, 2.01). 

See !y' o . I o ~ . 



No,. JO'/. 

The New-.; Ams t·erdam C ounci 1 a GI.heres 
to their ~revious resolution, regarding 
Juan Gallardo Ferara.'~ claim for the 
restitution of certain negroea. 

1656, October 31: Resolution. Director and Council ad-
New Amsterdam hering to their previous r•esolu·tion 

of September 6, on the claim of Juan 
'.Gallardo Ferara for the restitution of certain ~roes. (Qiile.n~l;),r 
gJ ~ Y.Q..tlt H~stori~al. J~s, [ 1630 - 1661.,1, VIII, 176; 
From N.filY ~ m'.ial J\/L;;wJJ,~;i;:.;i..~ .. , VIII, 258). 

___ ,_o __ _ 

'fhe calendar of September 6, 1656, reads as tollowa3 11 Ju-an 
Gallardo Jl1errara; praying fot' yhe restoration of his negro slaves 
and order thereupon." 



No. JO 7. 

The Directors of the West India Company 
ask that Moses da Silva's request~that 
'rienhoven be liable to sentence for mis
appropriation ,bl'.!. \,;.,~1\IMl · 

1656, November 16: Honorable,Pious, Dear, Faithful (Gentle-
.Amsterdam men): · 

What Moses daSilva, Jewish merchant here, 
has requested us, you will sea from the 

accompanying copy of the petition presented. to us, and inasmuch .as 
wre fully perceive from the papers annexed hereto, not only that the 
said daSilva is founded in his just request but also that the 14th 
of March last past your Honors pronounced. s<entence in the matter 
against the late fiscal Tienhoven, which sentenoe; for re·aso:n:s un
knovm to us, ha.s not been c.arried out so that the said da0ilva h~s 
not ·enj Oflltyed the benefit thereof', we have up.on examination of ·the 
said s~n-tertce and. for th~ furtherance of justice ·though·t f'i·t ·to 
order and recommend your Honors hereby. to hold. the s,aid. Ti enhov.en 
liable to the same, in order that the said Silva may rec·~:dve ,sat
isfaction in .accordance with the aforesaid sentence, or, in cas'e of 
refusal$ ·t;hat the said sentence be executed according ·to law. 
Tru.stin~ tha.t this will be done, w,e commend you,Honorable, Pious, 
Dear Fa1fhful Gentlemen to God's protection and remain, 

Your Honors good friend.a, 
The Directors of the ·west lncUa Com.p'any, 

Chamber of Amst~rdam, 
(eignei) Isaack van Beeck 

p.a,ulus 'Timm:erman 
A.mat er dam the 16th o:f. November, 1656. 
To the Direc·tor and Council· of J::rew Netherland.. (L'ertte1• of D:lreotors 
of West India Company .of' Am~r!;·erdam to ·the .Director of Nev~it Amsterdam; 
Qal~n.lle,;z;:. o,.i N,,a Y,O.,!!k H.iat.o.ri,:e.al ~~s, (1630 ·- 1661J, XII, 
282; from l1:e.w Y.ar.k ~olllUi,al Me.nusc:ci.:p.t.s, XII, 42; Translation in 
:P..AJ]:S, XVIII, {J.909..J 88) • · 

. _,, ___ o __ 

This letter directs the carrying ou.t pf the judgment, o1'tained in 
da Silva's favor again.st the f'i,soa.l 'rienhoven, iu·to whos 1e ot'fioial 
custotiy the goods of .August 24, 1656, were wrongly delivered. Van 
Ti·enhoven had failed to conrply with the ;)1:iju.tigment re.c:over 1ed on da 
Silv·a';s behalf, and was dismissed. from office i.ri disgr,ace.He is the 
~ame (man. ~h1b signed a jeti t~ on req_uirlng ·t;he. J 1ew1s to leave the col ... 

ny • J?.AJ:liS, XVIII, (1909) '· 58) • 

See. N ;y Ci O' 
• / D' 

'I: 
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No I I 0 • • 

.J:eweil:.!tY and o·ther a1~ticlea were sent to 
doshua Mordekay En Heques in New Amsterdam. 

1656, December ls 1658. Memorandum of Sundries sent to divers 
New Amsterdam persons in New Amsterdam. Invoice H.f j ew·elry 

and other art.icleis sent ·to Joshua J.IU,ordekay 
En Requea l, Dec, 1!56. (Spanis.,b.). (0£4:}..~:0,.cl~r Q.f ~ X-o.l:k r~
i.a..a.L Ma~, 1630 .. 1664J, Oura.cao'"'l?a.pers, .XVIII, 331; f .. -rom 
t{,ew_ Y .QI,k Q.ol.ana,l . n,:u,.~ta,r,i.p.t s , XVI I I , 3 7 ) • 

____ o __ .. 

Thia is our only reference to Joshua, Mordekay En Reque:s. 
he was engaged in the sale of jewelry. . 



165?, January 8: 
New Amsterdam 

No. Ill. 

A memorandum makes mention of the fact 
that Jews ~ere engaged in retail trade • 

• 
Divers matters were propos 1ed and decided. 
to be taken into deliberation, and with 
this view a memorandum was mad.e by the 

Honorable Silla i as 
Of the law of citizenahlhp {Burgher recht)1 
Of keeping open store and selling by retail p~acticed to the 
present time both by Jews and all foreigners. Cll~.,Q.Q,..:£.\1.S .Qt J~le:JM 
sterdam, II, 262). 
-~ ...... ..-................... ............. 

_____ o _____ _ 

Oppenheim states that the Jews were allowed to keep open ·their 
stores and engage in retail trade, after March 15,1656. He main ... 
tea.ins this theory despite the letter by the West India Com:pa,ny 
on June 14, 1656, which·speoifically stated that the Jews. in New 
.Amsterdam be not allowed to sell ·by retail. (PAJHS, XVIII [1909:). 

-1ll1311<1"'1 ,_. 

____ o ___ _ 

Apparen'l;ly the sherlhff is attempting to put an end to the u.n ... 
authorized retailing by the Jews. We do not know what aotion 
was "taken. 

See Aj o s . "' 3 1 7 sr. 



Issaa Me~a appeals the decision of the viae
dit"eotor at the Delaware River. 

1657, January 12: Order. For the issue of a writ of appeal to 
New Amsterdam Issac Mesa, :a. .Tew, from ·a pronouncement 

against him. by the vice director ~~i; the Sou.tq 
River. (Cal end~,;r QJ: .. ~!,.. 1.£I:k tl,iaj~J2.a;:.1.~J. ~J.'.i.p.;l;,.s,,, U 6 30 - 166 ij , 
-wrrr, 1sD;"fr'O'm N~.1! X.nr.J.r Q.Ql.OJlial M~~~9£,ili.~~§.1.VIII, 595) .. 

......;._o __ _ 

This. Calenda:r. ' indicates tha,t Jews :are now trading on the 
DrelE\.ware River. 



No I J 3 I • 

The decision of the city court is reversed 
in the suit 'between Barsimson a.nd Huya, con ... 
cerning the theft bt Aboaf. 

1657, January 30: .Tudgment in appeal. Allard Anthony, a:l;-
New Amsterdam torney of Jacob. Jansen Huys, vs. Jacob 

Barsimson; decision of the city ..,..pourt 
rev~· ed. (Q~ndar JJJ ~l{ !,ru;k Historival r~.~~2.f.f_£,ts, IJ.630 -
1664 ' VIII, Tso; Trom N~w York' c:.Q.'.r<:t~+ ~'"""~ll,1lf;LQ~r,.:12~'t·s, .. VIII, 439). - -y-

0 -·- _., __ ,_" ____ _ 

See No , ff.::Z.., 
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No.11 1/, 

.Asser Levy's request for burgher ship is 
denied. 

1667, April 11: Asser Levy, a. Jew, appears in. Court; 
New Amsterdam requests to be adm:i. tted a Burgher; 

claims that such ought not be refused him 
as he keeps watch and waxd ( tocht en wacht) like other Burghers 
showing a Burgher certifice.te from the Oity of Amsterdam that 
the Jew is Burgher there. Which being deliberated on, it is 
decreed, as before, that it cannot be allowed, and he shall 
apply to the Director General and Council. ( R.ecords of New 
Ams t e rdam • VI I , 15 4 ) • - · ·· ~.... ._... ·-·· -

0 
~--~---...._... 

On April 9, 1657, a notice that those who ola.imed great 
or small burgher right, by virtue of a gift a. favor from 
the Director General should communicate their names within 
eight days to the Burgomasters of the city, a.nd the Burgo-. 
ma.ster.s would ai t for eight d.ay s at the City Hal 1 for the 
purpose of inscribing their names (PAJHS., XVIII, [f.90'£!, 35). 

~-----o __ .. ___ _ 
Thus A sser Levy requested that he be a.dmi tted as a 

burgher, and gave a.s grounds for his petition that he wa.s 
a. member q:f the guard, and ·that Jews could be burghers in 
the ca ty of Amsterdam. It was decided by the city court 
that Levy could not be a.dmi tted to oi ti zenship. It wa~3 
suggested, therefore, tha.t he apply to the director-general 
and the council for this privilege. Levy then retired from 
the picture and the campaign was taken over nine days later 
by four of the weal thy J ewe of the community -- Dand:rada., 
Cohen, de J,.1ucena, Cohen Herques. 

As a result of the petition of the above Jews, Asser 
Levy did become a co-burgher. 

See !'/ 0 <';. • I I 0/ t t.j 3 ' 
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J.acob Cohen Henriques' (Cohin Hend.ricus) 
petition to bake and sell brad as the other 
ba.kers did, "but with closed door", is not 
granted. 

:,: 
. ~ ~,: I 
,!"'' 

1657, April 11: Jacob Cohin Hendricus, a Jew appears in the :Iii 
New Amsterdam Court of' Burgomast,er; requesting permission :1~1! 

to bake and sell bread. within this City, as 
1
i

1

i1
1

,I 

other bakers, but with closed doo:r 111 Which being deliberat,ed.. on, 1 !, 1 

'ti,s decreed,. as this is directly c9n·trary to t;he pri vi.lege grant ... 'II!: 
ed by the Honorable Director General and Counail t!i) the Burghery 1 I 
of this City and also against the orders given by the Honorable : 'I, 
.LorG:a Maj ore, the peti ti one rs request oann?t be. granted. (R&~-~is i ; 
Q.;f ~ Ama:t,.~, VII, 154; alsa Ecclesiastical R~s of ~.th..e ~e11 I" 

N w y ....... ,,. I 37 5) n« • • ·------q! LsL ~' , • . 

0 
__ . ..,. ___ .. __ 

.&\.ocord:ing to Goodman.1 Cohen was apparently recI>nciled to conduc·t 
his business a.s a wholesale venture and not to maintain ·the 
customary open door of 'lh e retail trade" With all the precedent 
·that, the illl\other country afforded, it was a simple matter for the 
oourt to rej~ct this pet~tion. (Goodman, ~1.:ig.§JJ. O~tll.,Te, 89). 

0 ------·- ____ ,,,_ 

Good.man's theory is questionable. Apparently the Jews were not 
allowed to be bakers. J.acob Cohen Henriques, thus, attempted to 
break down these guild restrictions. He wanted to sell bread 
privatel~ without the use of a store, but even this r-equest 
was denied. 



J.657, .April 20: 
New .Amsterdam 

No. I I '7 • 

Petition, :Oa.ndra.da., de Lucena., Henriques, 
and de Oosta compla.in ·bo the Director 
General and Council of New Amsterdam ·that 
the burgomasters of New Amsterdam have 
refused to admit them to the rights of 
citizenship, The petitioners and their 
nation are gre.nted burghership. 

To the Noble Worships, the Director General 
and Council of New Netherland. 

We, the undersigned, of the Jewish Nation here, ma.ke known, 
with due reverence, how that one of our Nation repaired to 
the Oity Hall of this City and requested of the Noble 
Burgomasters that he might obtain his Burgher certificate, 
like other Burghers, Which to our great surprise wae declined 
s,nd refused by the Noble Burgomasters, and whereas the Wor
shipful Lords consented under di;1,te of February 15, 1655, at 
the request of our Nation, the,t we should enjoy here the se,me 
freed.om a,s othe1· inhab:ltante of New NetherlEmd enjoy, as 
appears from the petition here a.nnexed; further that our 
Nation enjoys in the City of Ams·terdam in Hollemd the Burgher 
right, and he who a.sks therefor receives a Burgher certificate 
there, e..s l'<l.ppears by the Burgher certificate hereto annexed; 
also that our Nation, as long a.s they have been here, h.fJ.Ve, 
with o·thers, borne a,nd pa.id, and still bear, all Burgher 
burdens: We, therefore, revexently request your Noble 
Worships .. to please not exclude nor shut us out f:r:om ·the 
Burgher :righ·t, but to notify the Noble Burgomasters that they 
should permit us, like other Burghers, to enjoy the Burgher 
right, and for this purpose ·bo give us the customary Burgher 
certi:fict:i..te, in confo:rmi ty with the order of the Worshipful 
Lords Directors a.bove mentioned. Upon wh.ich, awaiting your 
Noble Worships' gracious and favorable apoetille, we shall 
remain, as heretofore. 

(Below Etood.) 
Yours Noble Worshipe 1 Humble Servants, 

Sa.l vador Dandrade.., 
Jacob Cohen Henricques, 
A braha.m :OeLuc ena, 
J'oseph D1Acos'lia. 

On the above petition is apostilled: 
rl1he :Surgomr:Lsters of this City are hereby au·thori zed and 

a.t the same time chaxged to a,drni t the petitioners herein and 
their Na,tion to the Burghership, in due form. Dated as a.bove. 

· P. Stuyvesant, 
Nicaeiue DeSille, 

Dated April 20, 1657 Pieter Tonneman. 
( 0.a..lfill.CW,r Qi.. :tj_e:yv lprk Hift].Q.Liq~l M§:P.-Y,.§S:JJ'J..I2]J3, L1638-166g, 
YIII, 184) from .:N~Yqx·k Colonip.,l ~.lQ.ts, VIII, 531; 
r:r.a,nsla:tion in PJ~Jrl§, XVI II, ll90:[{, 36). 

•i 



The Jews expressed surprise at the denial of citizenship 
by t.he burgomasters; they cited. the rights that the 
directors of the West India Oompl.a.ny had gra.nted them. 'r11ey 
argued that the Jews had assumed the obligations of citizens. 
Stuyvesant was giving up hope at this time from prevenrUng 
the Jews from a.ttaining the rights and privileges as · 
bestowed by the West India Company on b..,ebrua.ry 1, 1655. 
Stuyvesant and his two colleagues notified the burgomasters 
that they were 11 ohEHged to a.dmi t the petitioners . . . and. 
their nation to the Burghership. 11 

This is the last record of united action by the Jews in 
New li.msterdam during Stuyvesa,nt 1s administration. After 
two years of struggle, the Jews finally won those right13, 
previously awarded them by the West Indie. Company. ProgreF.rn 
had been slow. The Jews were still not equal with the 
Chri stianB. 

Dandrada probably left the colony after April 20, 1657. 
There is no further mention of him. 
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No. /17. 

Abraham Luoene pays Suan Gallardo de 
Ferera 1e fee for his transportation. 
G~llardo de Ferera describ~d as, of the 
city .of Barramecla., makes certain e.ccu~~a.-
tions against 0. V. Huyven, Seer eta:ry 
of the Council of New Amsterdam. 

· 16[)7, September 15: Your lionor sB.ys in your anr-rwer, ~that you 
New Amsterdam have supported me last year •.. Your 

. honorB should knovv the truth, my food 
consisted of salt meat twice a dey ... I hRve Rlent in my 
clothes. Your honor flayfl. You ·013id my Dfl.f:rna(J'e lar.:rt year, I 
therefore made a:pplica,tion to your Honor, who answered m.e that 
you could not thus gtve alm0; a.nd I told you the.t BurgomBnters 
ha.d offered me alnu::i to which you answered", that they could do 
so, a.B they were rich, and that you could not do GO. Where
upon I have agreed with the skipper Jan Janeen Bestevaer, in 
the presence of a Jew, named Abra.ham Lucena, who having con-
R ent ed, r)edd :l t. ( l)JQ .. Q1Jmt'ln.is P ela:ttg.g ~;o ~Jte qgJonial .. J!..i,st.~ny 
oj' New Y ~y,Ic , I I , 4,0 . 

-----~--0-·--··--~---
Juan Gallnrdo de F'erera callf3 de Luceno. 11 a J'ew 11 It is 

unlikely that a Jew would refer tohis co-religionists in a 
document a.s 11 a. .Tew. 11 Yet. Gv 11ardo de Ferera often anpeare 
with other Jews: de Lucena (September 15, 1657); Mose~ de 
Lucena, (l~pril (36, 1657); de Costa, (October 11, 165'7). 
Ferera, could have been of Sephardic Jewish extraction. He 
may be.,ve been a crypto-Jew who had lived under Spanii:ih or 
Portuguese rule. Yet to definitely call Gallardo de Fera 
a Jew would be conjectural. 

Seet/o.11'?, 



No. JI'/ 

Joseph ~e Costa (D'Costa) helps to translate 
the answer of Gallardo (de -erera) from 
Spanish into the low Dutch Language. 

1657, October 11: We,the undersigned, by request, and as dep-
New Amsterdam uted herein, have to the beet of our under-

standing and comErehension, translated from 
the Spanish into our Low Dutch Language he preceding anewer of Jan 
Gal lardo , a Spaniard, contra the Ronble irectors of the Incorporat
ed ·vest India Company •••• {signed) Peter Tonneman 

Joseph D'Acosta. (Documents 
'qelating 1Q. the Colonial Iltet oey oJ: the 3tate of New York, II, 40). 

____ o ___ _ 

See /'( 0 . 11 7. 



No. 1 1r . 

A def~ult ie not charged agRinst 
Barsimson (Bereimson) inasmuch as 
he was ~u:mnoned on h is Sa.b·oath , ie 
Saturday. 

165e, January 3: 
l~ew Amste rdam 

adriaen Keyser, pltf. vs Jacob 
Bar~imson . Though defendant is 
absent. Yet no default is entered 

a.gainst him as he w2s summoned on hie Sabba th. (Records 2f 
N..ew Amsterdam, II, 396) 

The toleranc e of the Dutch in New Kmeterdam in mat ters of 
rel i g ion i nsofar a.s Jews are concerned is Phown by t h e fact 
t hat the observance of a J ew, Jacob Bareimson, of hie Sabb~ th 
w~U> recognized by the a.uthori ties as a valid reason for 
failure to a ttend court. (P~, XVIII, [f.9097 , 23, 24) 

~~~~~o~~------

~ f ter April 20 , 1657, Stuyvesant's heart waR no longer 
in the fi ~ht a¥c ins t t he Jews. F.e no longer actively 
oopoees t hem. Barsimson'e scruples evidences the fact 
tha t the Je~ish oioneers were observant of some of the 
Je~ish nrectices. 



No./;> O. 

~ernaar tessel s c.inge proceed ings a gainst 
J acob Cohen, on the chPrge of fraud. 

1658 , January 15: Proceedings. In the case of the Ne• 
Nel' Ams terdam A.me terda.!11 fei r mer of t he excise vs J ac ob 

Cohen . ( ~alend~r of New l.Q.rk !jistor1ca1 
.Manuscripts, VII I, 188 ; from Ne"' York Coloni a l liPnuec ri ote, 
VIII, 641 ). 

On JMuary 21 , 1658, V1ernaa.r '.~ eesela, Farmer of the 
Burgher s exciee on beer Pnd wine, chArge s J acob Cohen (Cohn) 
With f r aud as t he defendant had no oerm!t fo r wine and be e r . 
A copy of t he charges were g iven to- Cohen . Two dRys l a ter 
Rn order was given, oermitting Jacob Cohen to r ectify cert~in 
li ouor s in his possession . On Februar y 11, 1658 , a copy of 
J acob Cohen ' s answer to the charges of the Farmer of the 
excise ~as f iVen t o ~ easels . ~ eseele dema nded on April 15 , 
1658 that Cohen pay a fine becauee the Jew had no oermit fo r 
wine end beer. 

J acob Cohen proba bl y sold wine and beer among other items 
of merchandise. 



165e , Janu~ry 21: 
New A:nsterdain 

No . 111. 

\·.easels, Farmer of the Burghers excise 
on beer and wine charges Jacob Cohen 
(Cohn) with fraud, aR the defandant aid 
not t a.ke out any uermi t. A copy of the 
chargee are given to Cohen. 

VI erna.ar \'i es eel ci, Farmer of the Burghers 
excise on beer ?.nd wine , pltf v/P Jacob 
Cohn , Jew , Deft . Pltf. enters his demand 
in writing for fraud co:mnitted by the 
deft. The Scbout , ex- of£icio, attor ney 

for t he far!ner , (~·.easels) concludes , ae Jecob Cohn did not 
t ak e out any permit tha t he be ~lso condemned in the fine 
therein enacted . Deft . answering says , t hat the case is 
before the High Council , he therefore refers hi m to it . 
Pltf. r eplies, that he c&lled on him f or what relates to the 
3urgher excise . Deft. de~ands copy of both the de~ands end 
copy of t he a rticle ~entioned i n the de~and. !be Court 
oreers t he deft. to be furnished with copy of all. (Records 
of Nev: ~-rnsterda!Il , I I , 305) . 

..::ee !,,Jo /2 u , 



. I 

1658, January 23: 
New Amsterdam 

nutch, VIII, 189; from 

No. I ;z:i., 

An order is given permi·tting Jaco'b Cohen 
to rectify ce;rtain. liquors in his posses-
sion. 

____ o ____ _ 

See t/o . / ~ r:; • 
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No. 123 . 

.A copy of' .Jacob Cohen's (Cohn) anewe-rs 
to the charges o~ f'raud are given to the 
Farmer of the Excise . 

1658, .February 11: On t he answer of' .Jacob Cohn, a .Jew, order-
New Amsterdam edz Copy to be furnished. to party to answer 

tcereunto at the next Cour~ day.(aecord.s of New Amsterdam, II, 329). -

SeeNo. i ::i-o, 



/eeseiap in hie writ of appeal, denies 
having 1n his ceilarJtobacco and loose 
sheaves which Barsimson claims to have left 
there. 

1658, Feb. 27 s ·.7ri t of appea.,1.. ?larnaer Wessels, from a 
New Amsterdam judgment of the court of New Amsterdam in 

favor of Jacob Baraimsou.. a Jew. (Callndar 
of New York Historical Manuecripts, (1630 - 1664j, XYI, 325;rom 
new W k Cpl oni al 1{anuecri,;>ts, >..YI, 9). 

On February 27, 1659, Jacob Bersimson is summoned by the court to 
substantiate his charges that he left tobacco and sheaves in 
tea sel's cellar . ~e do not know the outcome of the case, for Bar

s imeon ie not mentioned after thie date • 

• 



1658, March 26: 
New Arnsterdam-

!~!lll.s .9J'J:.J?Ji .. S , (J_ 6 3 4 "' 
c_Ii.P..t s ;-YI I I , 7 9 5 ) • 

'l'he Oouncil of New .Amsterdam calls Gal
lardo (de Jlerera's) demands frivolous 
and absurd. 

Answer of the director ancl council to the i,, 

frivolous and absurd demands of Jan Gallar-1 · 
do. ( ~r o! liaw Ysxr.:k lit,.§~t.o .. r.i.cli 

1 

1664),_ VIII, 193; from ~.IDY Y..Q .. I:k Cg.l.,Q.U.i.~1 J\lt~nu.s.-

___ o_. ___ _ 

l 
1, 
! ' 
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No. /J..fo. 

Jan Ga llardo (de Ferera) is given leave 
to return to Holland. 

1658, Ajril 2a Order. For the translation of a paper in 
New Amsterdam the Spanish language presented by Jan Gal-

lardo and leave to him to return to 
Holland. (Calendar 2f ~ Y.Qrk ui~torical ltaluacripta , VIII, 194; 
from New York Colonial Manuscripts , VIII, 810). 

On April 26, 1658, Gallardo de Ferera was granted a free passage 
to Rolland. 
ttere Gallardo de Ferera is given leave to return to Polland . The 
word "return" implies tha t Ferera had been there previously. 
~trangely enough, hecould not speak Duteh. 

I 



1658 , April 1 5 : 
New A!llaterde m 

No. / J. 7. 

Weasels dema.nd e th~ t J a,cob Cohen ( Cohn) 
pay a fine becRuse t he defRn dant bed no 
uermit f or wine and beer. 

Scbout Nicaeius de Sille i n forms the 
Court, th?.t a ~ui t bas a:ri sen between 
\i ernaa r \1 eesels, Fa r mer of the E:xcise 

on V. ine and Beer, ~nd J acob Cohn for Fraud , col'D!nitted by 
t he aforesa i d Jacob Cohn, and a~ he , the Schout, bas become 
attorney f or the Far mer, t' erna ar V essele, h e concludes , in
a~much as he, J acob Cohen , he s t cken out no oermit, tha t he 
be c ondemned in the fi ne enacted eg~ ins.t ~ucb; and as the 
afo resai d suit is a stnnd with parties, he demands t hat the 
afo r esa i d J acob Cohn be condemned to ?ay the ~ermit and the 
f i ne i mPoRed thereon . The Court or derP t he Schout to 
~u:rn~on J acob Cohn for t he ne:xt Court day to answer the dell8.nd 
which he , t he Schout, shall institute agc ine t hi~. (Records 
of N e~ Amsterdam , II, 374 ) . 

See l/o 1:).. o. 



1658, April 15& 
New Amst erd.e.m 

Jacob Cohen (Cohn), plaintiff, and Diewer 
Cornelis are both in d~fault. 

Jacob Cohn, pltf, v/s Di.ewer Cornelia, deft. 
Both in defaul·t. (~E,!_ds Qf ~SJJ1l ~UJ;:,dam, 
II, 375), 

.. 

:,1 
·1 



1658, April 16: 
New Amsterdam 

Jan Gallardo de Ferera (Ferrara)~s given a 
free passage to Holland. 

Dutch, VIII, 195; Hrom 

___ o ____ _ 

On April 2, 1658, Jan Gallardo de ]1erera was given leave to return 
to Holland. 



Moses de Lucena is in:terpreter for 
Gallardo de Ferera. 

1658, J.qn•i.l 26: 'Thereupon, the plaintiff, Jan Ge,llardo 
New Amsterdam being this cla.y slimmoned before us, was 

:asked through Moses de IJucerna, the Inter-
preter. {Appendix 13; C.o,J.a,ni~al ,,lii.1<3t.,o,r.y 

o! tb.s:i S.ta:t e !.lf ~.§2~·y___!_Q_;r]f., I I , 4 2) • 

-·--·------·-----0----~---

Op·penheim states th.at TuToses .d·e I.Jucena was probably a brother of 
Abraham {~:f.i.lJ!~§,, :X:VI I I, 0-909), 6 o) • 

On May' 4, 1660, Moses IJucene, was taken to c:ourt because of a fight 
with J:an Rotterdam. fa1cena claimed that after being attacked he 
defended himself. Both parties,however, were ordered on June 1,1660, 
to pay two pounds 1?lemish as a fine. On October 20, 1660, Moses 
Lucena became a butcher. 



1658, June 3: 

No. 13 Io 

A default is not entered against Ba~simson 
(Bersimson) as he was summoned on hl s 
Sabbath (Saturday). 

New Amsterdam 

mentioned, as he is 
s.1.e-~cl.f.l.m., I I , 3 9 7 ) • 

Storm Alberzen, pltf. v/s Jacob Bersimson, 
a Jew-' .deft. No default is entered ag·ainst 
deft. though absent, for reasons before 

summoned on therk sabbath. (Records of 1-3:.e..w Am,-: -~-~··-"""'"'v _,....,.,. 

-~ _,o ____ _ 
(·~, (.~, .··.·, ':~ '."' 

~~ 



1658, June 17: 
New Amsterdam 

No. ;3:i.. 

The court decxees that the contract 
be·t.ween Jan Brown and David. Fe:rere. 
(de Ferera) in reference to tobacco 
ls fulfilled. 

J"oannes Pietersen Verb:r.ugges, pl tf. 
vs. David de F'erern., deft. Pltf. as 
attorney o:f. Jan Broun stater~, that the 

Old De Broun undertook to bring tobEtcco for the deft. from 
·the Virgina.a and that in hie father's a.bsence the son brought 
the tobacco from the ilirginia,s; demanding back the obligation 
as it is paid. Deft answers the obligation is not yet paid 
and that there a,re th:ree hhds yet wanting, exhibiting the 
contrac-t, which mentions the bringing of 40 & 50 hhds, and 
that he received 46 hhde. The Court decree, that the contract 
between Jan Broun and Da.vid. de ~Ferera, to bring 40 & 50 hhds. of 
tobacco is fulfilled; they therefore order the contra.ct to be 
consigned to the Secretary 1 s office, a.nd Joannes Pietersen 
Verbrugges is ordered to write to Mr. Broun to the Virginiae 
to send bacl\Da,.vid de ]"erera 1 s bond. (Records of N~w i!.1'.!lJJ..'!i.SllJ,1.ll, 
I I , 401 , 402) ... , -------- -

This. is the first reference to David Ferera in New 
Amsterdam, since his petition for release from prison 
on July 25, 1656. Fereru probably .. lived. in Maryla.nd., 
during the interim period. 

Ferera ls called de Ferera for the remainder of the 
time, he expended in New Amsterdam. 

1: 
'I 
1' 
'I 
' 



No. !'?>~. 

David Ferera (de Ferere) is the 
attorney for Mr. Stickely. 

1658, June 24: David de F'erere. pl tf, v/ s Albert Ja.nsen, 
New Amsterdam deft. Pltf. as attorney of Mr. Btickely 

demands from deft. on Mr. Stickely a/c 
three hides. Deft. answers that he ma.de for Mr. Stickely two 
pillows, t1no cushions and a. bench, on which they sleep and 
one bedstead for which she should have 500 lbs. of tobacco. 
The court orders, that the def·t, shall pr~.y the pl t f. , wha.t 
the hi dee weigh, in hides or beavers, on oondi ti on i;hat the 
pl tf. shl:\.11 gi·ve security to pa,y what Mr. Stickely may owe 
to the deft. (E.?sio,~gi:i o.f. ~ J1!n~.~.!3!.sJ..!lm II, 406). 

This ie the first time that a Jew in New Amsterdam acted 
as a.ttorney for a. non-Jew. 



l "35e , Jul y 23 : 
For t Or r-n p-e 

h sser Le vy i e ~ tto~ney f or J o Qeph 
Le Cost ;• ( D ' • CQi:<t ) rp-; i nP t P.<: n R 
Coen r? eteen , cefenf ~n t . oen rae t~en i e 
t o OPY : e Co ~t3 f or t"1~ j ud~~ent of 
1 3 2 i' lOUTI P "·h i ch \'":}E= r V.-e r d e d t~e 
T)l <' in ti !"f nr eiri0uf'ly by t !"\e court cf 
j u At i ce in ~ec i~P. 

r.~i::P r Le,ry , Pt t m·n ey fo r J oseoh d ' 1~cost , 
nlr i~ tiff ~~~ inPt ~un ~ Co enr~et P en , 
defenchmt. 1'he n l :> intiff d e•nf:nd~ Dn ymf'n t 

o f f l. 1 32 , f o r ¥'h ich j u d¥men ti:; wn~ ~i"..• en ppr i nP t t he 
oe!end;•nt b:; the cou r t o f J u i:: t ic e of ;:::.ed i f e , in 3rA 71 l whi c h 
judp-"1°nt he ('I' f'Hiu r, ep. The oe f e nd:-n t Po•oi te: t "1e ci eb t but 
P?YP t ~~ t ~e r~ P drive~ ou t o~ Sr~ 7 il by the en emy . 

:'he nl:- i nt i ff re':Jl i e f' t '.Pt ';'1P tiefen ri:l n t ? ye;·'T 
t " t w::i"" ronde '!lned t o rpy ch s h in 'O i ec e P of i!.it:h t . 
t·~ erefore '!l:: i nt« i nc:.- t h::it t~e def end?.nt 'Jlu Pt n?y i n 
!?necie , or i n beave r F o r oth e r c urrency re re. 

b efo r e 
He 

t h e s<.>~e 

Th e cour t , i:t; v i nE? r.e t. r d t h e nrirt i e s , condemns t h e 
defen d~n t t o o:·y the sum o e ma:Jd ed c.,sh :>rovid ed t hA t the 
rylain tiff ~he ll f i ve s ecurity un t i l h e ehoV' e Fl u e r f ect 
uowe r of' a ttor ney for Jo s e")b d 1 1-.c ost a . ( :curt ... i nutei:; o f 
Fort u :rr.!12'e , I I , 140 ). -

_ _____ o 

Jose nn D€ C('\sto wr.f' orooi oly h re~uge e f ; o~ _ ecif e. 

• 



No. /~') 

Jo seph de Costa (D 1ncosta ) acts as 
attorney for Jacob Cohen.De Costa 
compl a ins tba.t Grytie Maas and her 
la.wyeri Vervelen, have abused him 
by ev1 speech and shoving. The case 
involved the c orrect 1'eiRb t of nails 
as delivered by Cohen to the defendant. 

1658 , Au gust 1 2 : 
Ne1' Amsterdam The s dou t delivers into Court certain 

complaint in writing entered by Joseph 
d 1Acoeta regar ding t he abuse and evil speech of Grytie Maas , 
ari sin~ from t he difference of a /c . and tha t the Sieur Joannee 
Vervelen mingled therein i ncreasi ng t he abuse and shoving hi m; 
demanding- maintenance of bi !DRelf and NR tion. (Records of Ne1' 
Amsterda m, II, 416). - -

hS a result of this compl a int, on hugus t 20, 1656, the 
Shout , Nicasiue de Sille sum.~oned Vervelen and Ma.as to court. 
Because Maas was 111, J oannes Vervelen acted in t he deiendant's 
behalf. J acob Cohen declared thRt he delivered a certain 

weigh t of na ils to Maas. De Cos t a c~me to court to r ender 
i nto Dutch a let ter of Cohen . after1'ards , Vervelen stated, 
"You a re a Jew, you all cheat s together." Gyrtie Mc.as • 
demand WPS fo r s ixteen flo~ns, yet o•ed her. On August 
28 , 1658. As a re sult of the testimony of the sworn weigher, 
MaaR' demand was di smiBsed. 

"Detaa.ndi ng maintenance of himself and the nation," 
prob?.bly means i;iving the Jews the riErhts to which they a re 
entitled . 



1658, August 20: 
New Amsterdam 

No. /Jf. . 

The Shout sum.~oned Vervelen and Maas to 
court. Vervelen acted in MaaB's behalf, 
t o testify as t o the •eight of nails 
delivered by Cohen. After De Costa 
rendered in Dutch a letter by Cohen. 
Vervelen stated, 11 You are a Jew, you 
ell cheats together." 

Schout Nicasius de Sille , pltf. v/s 
Joannes Vervel en and Grytie Maas, 
deft. Grytie Maas sick. The deft. 

Joannes Vervelen exhibits certain a/c and is asked if 
that be the a/c of th e na ils in question •1th Jacob Cohn, 
Jew? ~.nswers, Yee , and declares t o have delivered a keg 
with pails of 575 lbs . to Grytie Maas and allowed her a 
discount of 6 per ct . f or light weight; and sPye the •o~an 
cannot read or write; exhibits in Court an a/c book, offers 
to swear thnt to hie knowledge there wa~ no mistPke in the 
entry. J osep d 1 Costa apnears in Court and is asked to 
render into Dutch the letter, •hich Jacob Cohn •rote him, 
~hicb being done, says Joannes Vervelen s~ id to him; you 
Pre ~ Jew, you a re R.11 cheats t ogether; •hioh VervelP.n 
denies and s ay s he will nrove it. Parties b?.vin~ been 
heard, the Court orders, th s t Grytie ~aRe shall nroduce 
additional nroof on t he next Court Day. (Records of New 
J..msterd~m. II, 419). - --

J acob Cohen was nrobebly R merchant who Rol d neile amon~ 
other lte~a of me rchandise. Vervelen•s anti- Jewish state
~ent 1~ auite tynicPl of ~ certa in tyne of Judeouha be who 
beli eves tb~t the sens e of solidRrity a~ong Jews is so 
pr onounced t~at they conP~ir e to defraud non- Jews. 

This i s not the firs t ti~e tha t De Costa transla ted a 
letter into Dutch. On Octob~r 11, 1657, he tran~lated the 
lette r of Juan Gnllardo de Ferera from Spanish into Du tch. 

See N o 1 / r 



1658 , August 22 : 
Fort Or ange 

No. I .3 '· 

Aseer Levy (Levi) etated tha t an I ndian 
took a brandy ca sk belonging to him. 

Appeared before me. J ohannes Provoost, 
clerk of the c ourt of Fort Orang e and the 
village of Beverwyck , Aeser Levy , who 

attested and decla red in tbe pre sence of the Sonor able StaetF, 
at the requi siti on of the (prosecuting) officer, that the 
empty anker which the Indian (took?) fro~ the i s land over 
:> f!B i n st the fort 'WRS hi s (Levy' s) and tba.t he sold three of 
t he same ~ark t o Hans Vosh, one of which , containing brandy , 
wa s still lying in t he celler of t~e said Hans Vosch, marked 
I .H.; which he a tteetF to be true and trustworthy. Done in 
Fort Orange, the 22nd of hugust A0 1658. 

Aseer Levi 
1:. bram Sta as 
(Depos i tion of hsaer Levi regarding t be o.nership of a 
brandy cask which an I ndi an took from the ieilana opposite tbe 
h lbany) fort; Early t ecor ds .Jli the ~ity a;nd ~OUiltY oJ i·.lbany 
a_!ld colony ~f heusselae~s!'Y£.}t, I V, 71 . 

S £ E No. I/ 'f 



1658, Aug:i..rnt 
Fort Orange 

26: 

No. 1.3t/. 

Asser Levy, plaint;iff, wins his sui·t against 
Jan van J:!'Jeckel,en, for the debt which the 
defendant owe:s him. 

Asser Levy, plaintiff·, against .Jan van 
Eeokelen, defendant. 
The plaintiff demands payment of :fl 184 in. 
beavers. 

The defendant. admits the debt. The court, having heard the parties, 
orders the defendt1..nt to ·pay the plaintiff the sum demanded in the 
spaoe of eight d!3-ys, under penaltyr ·of executi'Ora. (Court ~linutes of 
Jfort Orange and Beverw· ck II 152 153). ·-·~"-· -·-~-··-w ~~-· 
- ...... -.... ·-· .. ·---....... ·---... - ...... _ .......... ~.Y:_,. ' ' , 



1658 , P.uguet 28: 
New Amsterdam 

No . I ? <]. 

~s a re sult of the tes timony of a 
eworn weigher. Maas' demand of 1 6 
flouns from Jacob Cohen (Cohn) is 
dismissed. 

The a/c of nail s sold to Jacob Cohn, Jew, 
•as communicated to Grietje Maas . Where
unto she e.ns•ers , that the above na.~ed 

Cohn , before his departure had promised t o oa.y her, and had 
a differ ence reg~rding the weight of an empty keg, and had 
some other transactions With him, and that a balance o! fl . 
16 i ~ still due her, f or which it ~as her intention to have 
a rres ted him . Grietje ~as is asked, if she has any further 
proof that she ha.d further dealings with the Je•? Answers 
No; and tha t she cannot write. Joost Goderus appears in 
Court And is asked if he will swear t o the weight of the 
nails in queet i on between Jncob Cohn , .Tew, and Grietje liaas 
a e they have been taken fro~ the weigh book. answer~, Yes. 
Inaemuch as Grietje Maas cannot bring n any further proof 
then she bAe exhi bited, and t he sworn weigher, declares , on 
the presenta tion of oath, that the nails in ouesti on ere of 
such wei~ht as is marked in the weigh book and hee given en 
extract therefrom, tbe Court decrees therefor e that the defts. 
Grytie ~a ~s demand~ be die~issed. (Reco rd s Qf. N..e1..A~sterdam, 
II, 424). 

~ 

See 1(0 , ~ S- ---



1658, September 10: 
Fort Orange. 

Asser J ... evy wins h5.s suit against Jacob 
IJoockerman, :for the debt of 81 florins, which 
the defendant owes him, 

A~:iser Levy, plaintiff, against .Tac ob 
Loockerman, defendant. The plaintiff dem
ands payment of fl. 81 in beavers. 
rrhe defendant :admits the debt .. The court 

orders the defendant to pay the plaintiff the sum demanded in the 
s:pao) e of six weeks. ( C~Q~1:!1::.t 1MJ11J.Jes Qf J[ox:_t Q .. +:§,P,ge ·f&Xld "BJ,'fY:~l:!N.$. .. Qk, II, 
15? • 



1658, October 1: 
Fort Or ange 

No. J 'ft. 

Gerri ts en and JLartensen, defendants, 
pr omise t o begi n imnaediately the work on 
Asser Levy's chimney . 

Asser Levy, p laintiff, against Hendrick 
Gerritaenn and Dirckjen 1.Iartensen, def
endants. 
The p l aintiff says t.h&.t the defendant has 

agreed to build hie chimney and declares t h.at he is greatly in-
terested in hav ing the work done. · 
?he defer.dant admits that he has agreed to do it , and promises 
to go to work at once . (Court Minut es cf J!,o!'t On115e and B~~-r-
W"Ick, II, 159) . ~- --



lfo. I If .J.. 

• •. essel~ , in hif: wri t. of Pt>Oe<'l , deniee 
posseAQin~ the tobacro end loose sheRves , 
r hich 3F rFi~son ' s c l aime to have lef t in 
1 e~~el ' s cel l ~r . '3PrFi msnn is to be FU'll-
'tloned to FUbFt:·ntit1te hiR ch.1rges. 

15 :::9 , Feb r u Ar y 27 : Pet e r Stuyveeant, repreF entin~ t h eir 
I,e~ n~st erdam Noble 9i~h ~i zhtineRses the States-

Gener e l of the T!n i ted :\ etherl ~mds 2nd 
t he Noble Lords :91rectorF of the C.hni' t P. red . e Rt Ind i a Co1'!1oPny, 
C ha~ber of rlmsterdnm, Director Gener Rl of New Netherland , 
Curac· o , Eonnire , b TUb A a nd their h~Dendicee , to~ether with 
t he ~onor?.ble Council l or~ : To the Cour t ~< essenqer , ~1aes ven 
El sl<c>n~, Jr . her e to com.-ni ssi oned , Gr e eti '1g : 

h erees , " o..r:'ler ·. eseel~ h ;:i ~ , by n e tition , remone::tr~ted to 
us tn~t he feels biM~elf £rea~ly R~grieved by the judginent o~ 
the ~onorable Cour t of tbis City, da ted 2Qt b Janu~ ry last, 
oetween hi "ll r- nd J a.coo oar s i •lJ s 0n , Jew , whereby he fl!as conoe·nne<i 
to ~ay to t t e Pnid JacoO Barsimeon 3 ho~shead Of toba c co r n d 
Rev er al loose sh eaves ( menoken) , :Lmounti Oi to@'etber to t he 
' UP.nt i ty of 400 lbs. a t 7 stivers a nour.d , which the s~id 
a:, r s i ::n son clP"1 :ns to hn.ve l eft in the cella r of 1.\ arner ··,easels ,, 
Which the PPici Barsi~son has not Jroved Hnd cannot )ro,re by 
:? 11 the documen t s r>roduced by him :.nd h i R sta t emente; so tha t 
he t h erefore as ks so~e o r ovision o: us: 

r~eref ore we charge you to summon the ea id J acob aar~imson 
to appear before us bere a t Fort h~eterde~ on Thur sda y the 
~9th of ~arch or to send an attorney in order to ans~er to 
PUc!'l C'omnl a i n: anci conclus i on a s t he s a i d •. arner ·, easels 
ehall ma,:e and t ake a.gr. in~t him, orovi ded the e:a i d day ie 
suita ble to the rylea su=e of t~e s a i d Court for hi~ to aopear , 
o r to send bi F P ttor ney , in order to annul or confir'::i t he 
~aid jud~ent; le8vi~g ~ cony on beha l f o f the na rties, re
oo rtin~ t o UR what ha s occurred. 

Given a t our mee t ing hel d a t Fort A'!ls terdam in New Nether
l~nd, on February 27 , 1659. (l~ Yozj C..o.J.onlol MPnuscriutP, 
XVI , 9; TrAnsl~tion in pAJijS, XVIII 190~/ 88- 89) . 

• e do not know the outcome of the ce ee. The na me of 
Bars i mPon does not occur Again i n nny i t em in New ~msterda~ . 

See A/o . iJ.'( 



1659, April 31: 
New Am£1terd.am 

N'o. I'-/ 3 ~ 

Asser Levy, as representative of 
Abraham Oohn of Amsterdam, was given 
a .. mortgage by Oo:rnelis ,Jansen Pluyvier. 
rr1us transa,ction was in pa.rtia.l payment 
of the debt Pluyvier owed Cohn. 

Before us, the underwritten Schepens of 
the City Amsterdam in New Netherland, 
appeared Cornelia Jansen Pluivier, burgher 

and inha.bi tant of this city, who acknowledge(~ and deola.reFJ to 
be well and truly indebted unto Asser Levy, a Jew, co-burgher 
and j_nha.bitant here, in the sum of sixteen hundred a.nd twenty 
fi v·e gui.lders and twenty sti vers each, Holla.nd currency, on 
account of the loa.ned monies for purchased goods which he the 
a~)pea:r.er ha.th satisfactorily received from Abraham Cohn, 
merchant a:t .Amsterdam, according to Act therecf executed 
before the Notary Jan Moleng:raef and oe:rta.in witnesses, d~1ted 
27th Janua.ry, 1659, which a.fore said fl. 1625. he, the e,ppearer 
hereby, promises shall be sent over to the a.bove named 
Abraham Cohn or his order, in good merchantable beavers at 
five guilders ten sti vers efJ.ch, and that on the departure of 
the first sailing ship according to bond included in the ~bove 
Acte dated 27th January remaining With and consigned to the 
above named Aseer Levy, a.nd tha.t pred. se without further dela.y, 
thereunto saving the aforesaid bond, pleding by special 
mortga,ge unto A seer Levy, consignee of the above named Abraham 
Cohn, his the appearer 1 s house and lot lying and being He ere 
Straat within this City, bounded easterly a..nd northerly by 
the above named He ere Stra.at and the City wa.11, westerly by 
Dome Drysius and southerly by ·the house and lot of Jacobus 
Vis and the Company 1 s garden, in order, through default of 
payment of the aforesaid sum at the time affixed, to recover 
the ea.me therefrom free of cost and charges, fJ,nd further 
generally his person and property, moveable and immoveable, 
present a.nd future, subj eot to all court~1 and judges. 

In testimony ot the truth, these presents a.re signed by the 
appearer and the Worsh 111 Schepens Jeronimus Ebbinck, Jacob 
Kip, the 30th April, 1669, in Amsterdam in New Netherland. 

Oornelis Janee Pluvier 
JeronJ.mus Ebbinok 
Jacob Kip 

(From the manuscript volume entitled, llllortgageEi of Lots and 
Pieces of Land in the Oity of New Amsterdam, 1654-1660, in 
off~oe of city clerk, New York, 129; translation in fj\..J[HS, 
XVI I I p Ll 900' 90) • . 

0 ------·------
This Abraham Cohn later became a shareholder of the West 

India Company ( i9J~" p 64) . 
..,_ ~"' 

I:. 
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1659, June 13: 
Fort Orange 

N 1tJd, o. r 

asser (Asear) Levy wins hie suit against 
Hoeloffeen and Loockerma.n. The defandants 
pay Levy five beavers, in fulfillment of 
the bond owed to the plaintiff. 

Mr. Assar Levy, plaintiff, against 
(Jan Hoel off sen and 
(Jacob Loockerma.ns defA,ndants. 
The plaintiff demand.::i of the defandants, 

according to their bond, eleven beavers, which they, (the 
defendants, as partners received together in goods and claims 
that each as principal is liable for the uayment of the whole 
amoun. t. 

The defenda.nt ad.mitB tha.t he owes 5 beavers as his share 
but no more, t.md asks for suff ic i en t time, according to 
burgher right. The honorable court, having heard the parties 
on both sides, order the defendant to pa.y the plaintiff the 
5 beavers in the space of three weeks, the plaintiff reserv
ing his action against Jacob Loockermans as to his share. 
(ICxtraordin.ary Session held in F'ort Orange; Cour·t Min:Y.:.1~s .9f 
F + 0 d B k I I 19 3 ) "-~"""'°'"'·""'· 

.. Q ... t.,,il r~XJKE! t~itt,, <::,Y.§.J:,:W.~c. , , 
CJ> ______ .. ---

Eviden tty_, Levy commuted from Albany to New Amsterdam. 

II! 

I 
ji I 



No. /t/$: 

.Ta,cob Teunissen is to pay Asser (Assa.r) 
IJevy 30~· be.avers, a•rising from the goods 
delivered by the plaintiff. Ii 

t 
1659, July 1: 
Fort Orange 

Mr. Assar Levy, plaintj.ff against Jac'ob ii 

Teuni ssen, defendant. 'rhe plaintiff demancid 
of the defendant 30t beavers, according 1: 

I 

to his bond., a+t:S:tng from goods received. , 1 The defendant admits the debt and offers · 
to pay now and then somethin.g. The ool.irt, having heard the partie,s 
on both sides, order the defendant to pay the plaintiff th·e afore
said number of be.avers in the spa,ce of six weeks, on pain of 
exeoutin. (Ordinary Session held in Fort or·ange; Q.QJJ.).:t~ lvll.nu.1.eJs af~ 
Ea.rt Q.r~.~.f}; .. ~ li!:E9" Jl§Y.~.rttgJ~., .... I I , 19 4) • 



No./ l/,,. 

DRvid Ferer::> (de l~ Ferre ) and r.ndres. 
Spyringh arbitrate their case con
cernin~ the o~nershio of t obacco. 

1659 , Seotember 2: Ja vid de l~ Ferere pltf . v/s ~ndries 
Ne~ ~msterdAm Jere?Dies Spyringh, deft. =1tf. Gays he 

so l d 164 nouna~ of t obacco t o deft . , 
who will not receive it. Deft. AnswerP that he bee not 
bou~ht tbe tobacco , but he s ?.ys he tried t o ~et eome; if 
they cnn egree he wil l then r eceive it. Thie Court refer 
the mRtter to I ~aacq de ForeeAt ~no Franci s de Bruyn to 
examine the ouestion, to reconcile uRrties if ooesible; 
otherwise to deliver their oninion t o the court. (Records 
of NeVJ .t.?DsterdP..m, III, 347). 

0n September l o , 1659 , both Ferera and Spyringh 1'ere in 
default . They 9roba.bly were not ea ti s fied 1111 th the ruling 
of t he arbi tratore. 



1659, September 16: 
new Amsterdam 

No. 117. 

:Both David de Ferera and Spyringh (SpieringlJJ 
are in default. 

David de Ferera, pltf. v/s Andries Spie.:i;in~ 
deft. Deft. j,n defa,ul·t. (It~.Q.Q..rd.s .Q.l'. lie:w .£1,m,~ 
sterdam, III, 49). 

"""'"'~' ,_, ~·,.··w•·•·-""' "" ~ 

This is our last reference to David Ferera. in. New Amsterdam. He 
.appears in ll[aryla.nd un-til ]'ebruary 26, 1660. 



1659, November 25: 
New Amsterdam 

No . / 'f ? 

Both Asser Levy and Herman Barenzen are in 
derau·1t. 

Asser Levy, pl t f. v/s Herman Barenzen, deft 
Both are i n de fault. (~de g_f New . Am
sterdam, III, 81) . 

No reference is ma.de as to the nature of the suit , instituted by 
Levy . 



No., I t/9. 

Christians should get preference 
in the purchase of slaves, wri t;es 

1660, Februarj' 17: Director Stuyvesant to Vice-Direat·or Beck •• 
New Amsterdam ••• I desired the negroes for rrr;r own service 

and the promotion of .A.grmculture, not in 
the expe'ttation of any gain, ancl therefore sent for young ones, 
in which regard, the worthy inhab:i.tants, Christians and thos'e of 
the Honble Company, ought, I think. to be preferred before 
Spanlards and unbelieving Jews. (N.§ll Yo.tk C_Q.l..QDi~al ~IJ:J~ •. Q~t"s, 'rrans ... 
lation by O'Callaghan, Albany, N.Y. (1861,l, 651. 

____ o~_ ... - ---

:P.he 11 1.mbelieving Jews" are not the Jews in New .Amsterdam, but 
rather those Jews in the oth~r countries who were eggaged in 
sla.ve trade. 



1660, April 13: 
New Amsterdam 

No. 1.ro. 

:J)e Costa ( d' Acosta) brings r.· it against 
Mighiel Tades for one beave nd two 
gui>lders in seawant. Howreve ,Tades was 
in default • 

. Joseph d' Acosta, pl tf .. v /s Mighi el Tad:ds 
deft. Deft. in default. (~.,Q,S2~ttls o .. f ,.ltliJ.iN 
·'..YJl§J,,f2_:r,,Q,J~XXh I I I , 15 4 ) • 

_o _____ _ 

On April 2?, 1660, Tades was ordered to give De Costa the ·beaver 
and two guilders in seawant within three days. 

I 
i 

' I 

[, 
'1'1: 



Asser Levy ha.s to giv,e proof that he gave 
cloth ancl money to B:agyn, before Levy will 
be able to take back the above contents 
from Bagyn's chest. 

:1 
11,, 

II 1, 

!I 
ii 

1660, April 13: 
New Amsterdam 

11 

:111 

: i ~ 
11 

i'I 
i'l 

11 

.U\sser TJevy appearing in Court requests~ \1 
that he may be able to ta.lee, under security ,I 
the 173 ells of cloth and 12 gl. in seawant1 

lying attached at the City Hall, :i.n Anthony Baguyn' s chest, wh:Lch. he 1 
gave him. Burgomasters and Sohepena order Asser I,evy to produce 
-proof at the next Court day that he gave the cloth e,nd the money 
to Anthony Bagyn. (E.~,C. .. .9.1:.q.s ,,Q,!,, lle:.vv Amfl,t.J:,~.rdam, III, 1.54). 



The court orders Tadea to give De Costa 
(d' Acosta) one beaver and two guiders in 
seawant within three da.ys. 

1660, April 27: Jose:p. d'Acost:a., :pltf. v/s :Mighiel Tades, 
Ne-w Amsterd.am Deft. Deft~s. 2nd defau}.j'. Pltf. demands 

. from deft one beaver and two guilders in 
~Erawant. The Court order the deft. to deposit the bea.ver and the 
two guild.ers in seawa.nt within three times four and twenty hours 
with the Secretary of this City. (Re_90£dS .Qi ~e\! 4m.ELLEJ:t.f.1~;m, III, 157). 



1660, Me,y 4: 

No. IS~~ 

The Under Sheriff demands a. fine :from 
Moses IJucena because of the latter 1 s 
fight with Jan Janeen. Lucena insisted 
that he acted only in self defense. Jan 
Jansen is then summoned to court. 

.Nen111 Amsterdam 'rhe Under Sheriff Hesolveert Waldron, 
pltf. v/s Moses Lucena, deft. Pltf. 

say, that deft. was fight;ing with Jan Jansen von Rotterdam; 
demands the fine. Deft, sa.ys, Jan Jansen first struck him 
and that he must defend himself. Burgomasters and Schepens 
postpone the matter to the next Oourt day and order the 
Under Sheriff then to summon Jan J'e..nsen to confront them 
with ea.ch other. (Rp.Q.Q.Lqs of l:Lf~w ~J}.J:J'!§.,].~g:,~, III, 158-9). 

_____ o_P<li"' __ _ 

On June 1, 1660, both Janeen and Lucena were fined as 
a: result of their fight. 



1660, May 25: 
Fort Or&mge 

The Court orders the defendant Gerritsen 
to give Asser Levy (Levi) seven boards, 
for the damages that the defendant has 
done. 

Aeeer Levi, plaintiff, against Wynendt 
Gerritsen, defendant. 

'rhe plaintiff demands payment for seven 
boards for WM.ch he produces a note and cJ.aimt~ damH.nges for 
house rent and boa.rd which he spent here during the period 
of one month. 

The court order the defendant to pay the 
plain tiff :for the remaining seven boards. As ·to the alleged 
expenses,. the partt es a.re refer1·ed to two refereeB. ( 09u~.! 
N~:gu ·~~ s .2J ~9 ~ ~ ~3:'.!J·Uf;. e .~!lg B §~~xc k , I I ' 25 3) • 

____ o _____ _ 

Asser Levy spent a. month tn Albany, trying to recover the 
payment of seven boards which Gerritsen, the defendant, owed 
him. 



1 660 , June 1: 
New Amsterdam 

No.J Sf. 

Both J a n J aneen And Moses Lucena are 
fined as a re sult of their fi ght. 

The Under Sheri ff ~e so lveert Waldron, 
pltf. v/ s Jan J ensen van ~ o tt erdam and 
.~oses Lucena , defts, Pltf. (Comple ine), 

that deft. have fou~ht with each other in presence of him and 
t he Schout, demanding the fine according t o placard; the which 
i s a double f ine as the occurrence took place in the pres ence 
of t he Office r s or one of the Magistrates. Deft. Lucena says, 
tha t Jan J~nsen first struck him, which is denied by Jan 
J aneen. hoses Lucena admits tha t he gave Jan Janeen a shove 
and he thereupon struck him. The court condenm. t he defts. 
J an J~nsen and Uoses Lucena each in the fi ne of t wo pounds 
flemish. (Records gf ~ Arneterdam III, 163 , 16 4). 



1660 , June 1: 
N ew Am E?t e r da!D 

No. I 5'/p. 

Abraham Lucena wins his sui t f o r fl.10 16. 
from Servyn. The Court order s Se rvyn to 
refr~in from calling Abraham Lucena• s ~ife 
"a whore," and Lucena 'e wife should not 
call Servyn 11 a rogue. 11 

Abraham Lucena , nltf. v/ s Romei n Servyn. 
deft. Pltf. n roducee in writing his 
der!18.Ild aga inst the deft. f or t h e sum of 

11 guilder s 16 s tiv. and compl a ins, thnt deft. called his 
wife a whore; nroducing a declaration to that eff ect Deft. 
~ays, he owes the pltf. no mor e than fl 10 16 and tha t the 
pltf ' s. wife firs t called him a r ogue. The :Jeer Schout as 
guar di an demands , that deft , be amerced in ~ civil fine, as 
he denies not having sa id it . Pltf. sRys, be did not Pummon 
tne deft . Po much for the deb t, a~ f o r the inju ry. ~arties 
b~ving been hea r d and ex?.min ed the deft. is or dered t o oay 
the oltf. the fl 10 16 and nPrtieR on both side~ were ordered 
t 0 ke eo quiet and not to trouble each other any more. (Pecorde 
Q.f JJ~ ~-neterd?.m , III, 166). 

Evidentally, Lucena wae not satisfi ee. On June 8, 1660, 
he a ~~en t~et Servyn be sum~oned t o court. Seven d~yP l ater, 
Sevyn wa P ordered to decla r e tha t Lucena ' s wife 1'B sn ' t reRlly 
a whore, And Lucena ' e wife Ptated ~hatServyn wasn't really a 
TOEroe . 

Thi s is t~e f irs t reference t o n wife of ~ Jew in New 
l. 'llsterdam . ~·e do no t kno~ wh ether or not Rhe was a Je1'ess . 
I nasmuch as t here were few if any Jewish girle in the colony, 
and there is no menti on made previously of Lucena bringing 
a wife b ere f r om abroad , the likli~ood i s th at h i s •ife was 
not Jewish. 



1660, June 8 a 
New Amsterdam 

his wife before the 

See ~ · 1->"-

Abraham Lucena petitions that Servyn be sum
moned to court, on the charge of the defen
dant 's calling Lucena'a wife "a whore". 

On the petition of Abra.ham Lucena i s endorsed 
· Petitioner ts ordered to summon Romein Servyn 

a t the next Court da.y and to appear with 
Court.(Recorde of New J\msterdom, III, 168). - -



1660 , June 15: 
New r. msterda!D 

No. /St. 

The Court ordere Lucena•s 11\'ife and 
Servyn t o declare tha t t he only informa
tion they know of each other i e "honore.ble 
and virtuous." 

.hbraham Lucena and bis wife, pltfs. v/e 
Romein Servyn, deft. Pl tf. produces in 
Court the oetition pre~ented et the last 

Court day and t!le order thereupon together wi 1~h the judgment 
t>r onounced on t he let inst between him and th~~ deft . , declar
ing t o be injured thereby , since hie wifete honor is not re
paired; request~, therefor ~ , now, 1n addition t o the oetition 
eforesaid, ret>ara tion, which petition being read in t>reFence 
of the deft., he s ays, if the pltf. e wife he-id not first 
abused him c= s a rogue, he ehould not have ecol.ded her
thereupon the pltfs . wife answer~ that she settling with the 
de f t., and the deft. denying the debt, she eai.d to him, if 
thou doest tha.t, thou acteet as a r ofrue , 1"herEmpon he abused 
her for a -,;bore. Parties having been heard, amd the Court 
hi< ving considered and weighed t he matte~ in di.spute rela tive 
to the s l ander, decide that Romein Servyn sha ll decla re be
fo re the Court, that he knows nothin of the ~. oraha:r Lucena. ' s 
wife , exceot wha t is honourable ~ nd virtuous and acknowledge 
to hc.ve sooken untruth, when he accused her of' being o "hore, 
~ra ying for fo r g iveness; and ~brah~~ Lucena ' s wife was like
wise orde red t o decl are , th <.t t she cc. n say nothing of Pomein 
Ser vyn , eave wha t is honourable ;., no virtuoue. · .. hich being 
reAd t o ne.rtie~ each ba s demanded f or giveness of tbe other 
in Cou r t, decli ring to nave nothin~ to eay against each 
other except, ~~at is hones t and vi rtuoue: P.nd Abraham 
LucenR' s wife or omi ses t o ~~ke an acte hereof in due form. 
(Rec or ds of ~ Ameter daro, III, 174). 

0 ----------
See ,,Yo . / Jc. . 



1660, June 211 
l~ ew Amst erda.m 

Joseph ue Costa is given permission to 
recover a j udgment against Jan Adriarenaen 
Duyvel ant. 

Order. Permitting Joseph d'~costa to proceei 
to t he recovery of a jud~ent against Jan 
Adriarensen Du.yv elant. ( Cil.JmQ._ar ~Na Ya.r.k 

Histor i cal ~~cri:J>ta,n.630 - 1664), IX, 214; From New York Q.QJ.-
onial triituacr1pta, IX, ~5). - -

___ o __ _ 

~hie is our last r ef erence to ~e Costa. He probably left t he 
colony, after five years ree i dence there . 



l ooO , October 4: 
I~ ew Amsterdam 

No . I (po . 

Reverend Drisiue writes t o the Cl assis 
of n~sterdam tha t t he doctrine of baptism 
by the ~ennonists is no oetter than that 
of the Jew F. He cba ractizes the Je•s a~ 
believing in God but not in Jesus. 

There ie present here a man, aged thirty 
years, baptized by the Uennonists, a t 
amste~dam ... Some contend thi s doc trine 

(baotism by Mennoists) to be no better than tha t of Jews or 
Turks , ~ho also acknowledge the Divine exi s tence, but not 
the di stinc t oerson. (Reverend Samuel Drisius to the Classie 
of Amsterda~ . Abstract, in ~cts of Leputies , XX 421; 
Eccle siastical Records of the State of ~Y.Q.I]LI, 486 , 48?). 

P.everend T>ri siu~ aesisted Megaoolensi s in New Amsterdci~"ll. 
(Raesly, ?ortra it of~ Netherland, p. 217) 

See /Y c> • / " o . 



No./ t,/ . 

Aeeer Levy ie s~orn in e s a butcher. He 
is excused from killing hogs, as this 
i~ contrary to Juda ism. 

1660, October 15: Asser Levy, Egbbert ~eindersen, Gerrit 
Jansen Roos, Roelof J a nsen veter 
~f\cker, Jan van Haarl em, appea r in 

New J..msterdRm. 

Court, requesting to be sworn butchers, And a r e accepted by 
the Surgomastere on the followin~ articles and oath: 

I NSTRUCTI ONS FOR fU.E SWORN BUTCHERS. 
FIRST . They shall be bound to accom~odate each and every one 

without delAy, PS much as ie in their nower , and bring 
with them their own tool s necessary f or slaughtering. 

SECO~~DLY. They shall not kill 1my cattle before ::ind until B 

proper permit ehnll be exhibited t o the~ from the 
Pachter (Far~er of t he Exise.) f or tbe ani~Pl to 
be killed , tha t it h~ s naid the excise. 

TP.I ~DLY. They ~hPll be bound t o kill All ca ttle which shall 
be offered for sl~ughterin~ within the juriFdiction 
of this City . 

FOURTHLY. They eball RDn m~y dem~na ~nd t Rke for the sl~u~hter-
ing of each anima l as follows: --

For one ox or co~ .. .. . . .. . .. Five guilders 
For one hog .... . . ..... .. .. .. One Dollar 
For one sheep, calf, or goat. One Gu i l der 

Other small er animal s in ~rooo rtion. 
r.hicb articles b~ving been read to the aforesaid 

persons , they are asked if they, or the irs, will 
submit to the se articles? ~newer: Yes; Tben hseer 
Levy requests t o be excused from killing hogs, a s 
hie religion does not ~llow hi~ to do it; •hich 
was grented him . i .. nd they ~ccordingly took the 
following Oath except. Asser a fores ai d , who took 
the oa th, which the Jews a r e accustomed to take. 
(Records qi, N~ nmsterdam VII

1
258 , 259) 

On October 31, 1665 , hSser Levy i e egain sworn in as a 
butcher. ? erhaps , a outcher harl to renew bis license every 
five yeers. Or per haps, the new Pdminietretion of the 
Engli sh required 2 11 t h e butchers to take a new oeth. 

Levy's d1nclinati on to kill hogs suggests that eome for~ 
of dieta r y laws w~ observed in New Amsterdam. 



Moses Lucena is .. om in ae a butwher. He 
is excused from killing hogs, as this ie 
contrary to hie religion. 

1660, October 20: Moses Lucena appears in Court requesting 
New Amsterdam to be sworn butbher, which was granted him 

according t o oath to be taken on the in
struction of sworn butchers, and he has taken the same at the hancla 
of the Officer agrably to the oath of the Jewe, having first request
ed not to oe bound to kill any hogs; which was allowe~ him. (Recor~s 
.Q.f N ~ Amat e~~d.am, VI I, 261) • 

___ o ___ _ 

See tY 0 s . I 3 a.,,, It:> I , 



No. I (, ;?> • 

Aeser Levy demands reparation for the 
abusive language of Meibderzen. Both the 
plaintiff and defendant slaughtered 
cattle together. 

1661, January 181 Aaaer Levy, Pltt. v/e Eghbert Yeibderzen, 
New .Amsterdam deft. Pltf. says, he bought and slaught-

ered some cattle with deft. and that the 
monies were received by the deft; and receiving the balance from 
deft. after settlement of a/c he said he should count it after him 
and acquainting him thereof, that deft. abused as one, who suuport
ed thieves and such like ; fo~ whi ch be dema~ds rena~tion. Deft. 
denies it. Pltf. says, he can ~rove it which the Court ordered 
~im to do by t~e next Cou~t day.(Records of New Amsterdam, III, 
248-9). . - --

____ o ___ _ 

There is no further record of the case. It is impossible to 
ascertain if Meibderzen's statement, that Levy "supported thieves 
and such like" was motivated by anti-Jewish feelings. On August 
20, 1658, Vervelen denounced Jacob De Costa by saying, •You are a 
Jew, you all cheats together". 



No. I (, '/. 

Asser Levy wine his case from Jan Aria
anzen for a debt contracted three years 
previously. 

1661, January 25 z Aeser Levy, pltt. v/a Jan Ariaanzen, 
New Amsterdam carpenter, deft. Defte. 2nd default. Pltf. 

demands from deft. fifty guilders,whioh 
stand full three years. The court orders deft. to deposit the monies 
with the Secretary. (Records f2L. l{mr Amsterdam, III, 252). 



Asser Levy , plainti ff, challenges the ver
acity of Blanck and Pieterzen, concerning 
court evidence. 

1661, January 25& Aseer Levy, pltf. v/ s Jurri en Blanck, and 
New Amsterdam Adolf Pieteraen, defta. In case of eviden-

ce as to t he truth to be given on certain 
i nterrogations produced by the pltt. in Court; which interrogator
ies the defts. having heard, declares as more full is to be seen in 
sd i nterrogatories. (Records of :fuHL.Ameterdam, III, 262). 



1661, lfa rch 1 5: 
l~ ew Amsterdam 

No. /l, ''°" 
h eser l~evy claims t hat El eie van 
Reuvecu.mp hae assigned the money 
belongjmg t o him to Isaac de Foreest . 

~sser l ,evy, appearing in Court says, 
t hat Elsie VA.11 Reuvecnmp has ass igned 
him the~ deposited fl . 75, and t hat he 

understood Isaack de Forees:t ha s attached the same ma intain
ing, that !le has no attachmien t thereupon, ina smuch as the 
same bel ongs t o him by virtue of assignment. Whereas the 
~onie s are paid t o I saack d e Foreeet accord ing t o order, so 
~ s eer Levy cannot receive any of the~, but he was pr omised 
to receive the money of the fi re'l'ood, which Els ie van 
Reuvecamp must bring and de1iver t o Joannes van Brugh. 
(Records Qi~ Am etergD-m , '.III, 279-280). 



No. Ir, 7. 

a eeer Levy wants to rent and live in 
the house of Everatent However, the 
defendant, Hooghten, ha.s not finished 
building the house. The court orders 
t he defendant t o continue working on 
it, until the house is completed. 

1661, Mey 3 : Asser Levy, Pltf. v/s Fre.ns Jenzen van 
New Amsterdam Hooghten, deft . Pltf. sRy s , that deft. 

ha s agreed to build a house for Wessle 
(Eversten) the fisher, which must be finished by May and to 
this time the agree~ent i s without effect, and where as be 
hP.s hi red the eeme house from the above ne!lled l\ essels and 
cannot occupy it, he cla ims the damage he shall suffer 
thereby , as be must rema in fo r PO lon~ in another man's 
houRe. Deft, says he undertook the house, but f or no time 
and must moreover wait for ma terials to make the r oof 
tight: he bas aooken to Wessel Ever s ten about them, who 
gave hi m for an answer, he could not bring them so soon. 
Pltf. says, he l a id the roof on long ago, and tha t the 
deft. went t o ot her work leaving tha t stand. Burgomasters 
and Schepens order deft. to go to the wor k And remain there 
until i t is f i ni shed, without working on another. (Records 
of New Amsterdam , III, 293). 

~ s eer Levy did not own hi s o~ home a t this time. 

See No , 11:>y. 



" No. I J'{p · 

Aeeer Levy (Leevi) nurcheeel a house 
from Marcellus Jenssen (VPn Bommell) 
for 1,709 guilders. 

1661, July 15 : Conditions on which Me.rcellus J anssen 
· .. ,~" " ! (VA.n Bom~nel) is minded to sell at 

public s ?. le to the highest bidder, hie house and lot. The 
delivery of t be aforesaid house and lot shall be made on 
the first of May, h.D. 1662. Payment shall be made in whole 
merch?..ntable beaver skins in three installments, the first 
on the first of June, A. D. 1662,the second , one year afte r 
date on the first of June, ~ . D. 1663, and the third ..• the 
first of June, A. D., 1664 . On the abov-e standing c onditions 
Asser Leevi remained the last bidder for the su~ of one 
thousand seven hundred and nine guilders. (Munsell 'ea 
Collections of the History of Albany, IV, 371-372). 

This is the first evidenc e tha t we have , t ha t a Jew ever 
owned real estate in New Netherland . Ownershin of pr operty 
was denied t o D ndrada on ~ercb 14, 1656 , because he was a 
Jew. However, the ~ est India Company uut ures sure on 
Stuyvesant on February 15, 1655, insisting that t he Jews had 
t he ri ght to own real estate. 

See 

On August 31 , 1661 the first uayment was made by Levy. 
Two months later, the l Rst t~o ne y~ents •ere discharged. A 
dispute arose on November 15 , 1361 as t o t he e~act amount 
of property Aeser Levy owned. 

un Sentember 7, 1662 , the hous e wa s sold t o R. Sandersen 
~ t R orof it of 211 guilders. Levy or obably ourcbesed the 
house a s an investment. 

h new house and l o t was bought by h pser Levy on Se ntember 
15, 1664, in the vill age of Beverwyck. 

See Alo 1'! 0. 



1661, August 11 
Albany 

Sophie Van Wyvkerslott declares that she 
had sold to ksser Levy all the goods 
which she is expecting by ship Beaver, 
i~ return for ~himh Levy is to pay 75~ 
advance on their cost in Holland. 

Appeared before me Johannes La ~ntagne 
~ho declared that she (Sophia Van 7ycker1 
lott) has sold and transferred to Mr. 

Asser Levy, all the goods and merchandise, which she is exp~cting 
put of Patria by ~he ship Beaver, for which the ~foresaid Xsser 
Levy is holden to pay seventy five per cents advance on thetr 
co.,t in Holland, besides also the "freigllt.(Munsell's Collections 

...Q!.._ ~.he History _gL Al]mny, IV. 376) • 

____ o ___ _ 

( 

Asser Levy had~her •ealings with Holland. le al~ represented 
Abraham Cohn of Holland in a suit against Pluyvier. 

See "/" / f o . 



1661 , August 31: 
Albany 

No. I 7 0.-

Janssen tells the clerk of the Albany court 
that he has received t he fi rs t payment on 
the house, purchased by Asser Levy. 

Appeered before me ••• clerk of the Court 
of 7ort Orenge and Beverwyck, Yarcelua 
Janssen ( Van Bolllllel) who declared that he 

.. . .. transferred ••• the tirst payme9t on his house b ought by Asaer 
Levy . (Alba!$ Court Re~ords, Munsell s ColJe~.ti..on of the .tlistory 
of A] ban¥, '"' 380 • lJ • - - - -

__ __,_o ___ _ 

See ,Yo I G. V' 



1661, Sept . 271 
Albany 

Janeen by Aseer Levy. 
Alb&l11'• Albany County 

No. I 7 J / 

The first payment on the house of 'Jarcelis 
Janssen (Janeen) by Asaer Levy is accepted 
b~r the clerk of t he Albany court. 

Appeared befor• me Johannes La Montagne ••• ~ 
who declares that he has granted ••• the 
first vayment of the house of li&rcelis 

(Kunsell e C9llec5ione oL lahe Hietoey of 
Records, I~, 388 • 

___ o __ _ 

See #o I '- f . 



No. l?:J. ~ 

The wife of the plaintiff, r.braham J anzen, 
demnnds fro~ the defendant As6er Levy, the 
three tub~ of butter and six cheeses that 
was t Rken from her . Levy declares it was 
given to him by the Court of Fort Or ange, 
in nayment of a debt. J anzen ie ordered 
to ap?ear in court. 

1661, October 11: kbraham Janzen, pltf. v/s a seer Levy, 
t-1 ew .h •nsterdam deft. Pl tf 1 s. wife ap'Oea ring in Court 

demands from defendent three tube of 
butter and six cheese s t aken from her. Deft. es ys , it 
wa~ given to him by the Court of Fort Orange and t hat they 
~ere t aken under attachment. Deft. is asked if he admi ts 
the ?/c produced by t he pltf. and says, he knows nothing of 
the a/c and has settled with the man and that somethi ng is 
still due by nltf. above the butter and cheese. Burgomasters 
and Schepene postpone the case until the next C~urt day and 
order ~braham J anzen to &nnear in oerson. (Records of New 
"mster ciam, III, 380). ·· - -

There is no further menti on of this ca se. 



No . I?~,, 

~seer Levy makes the last two uayments on 
the house purcha.sed from Marcellu s J anssen. 

1661, November 1: appeared before me , Johannes La Montagne . . . 
~lbs.ny declares by these present and he makes over 

and pledges to Doctor Gysbert ... the l ast 
the l ast two payments of his house, which Asser Levy has bought 
at public s ale . (Muneel l ' e Collections of the History of Al bany, 
IV, 29 7). - - -

The house now belon~B to Asser Levy. He had paid for the 
house in less than three months, even though he •as given 
three yea rs to complete the payments. Levy apuears to be 
quite well-to- do a t this time. 

See 1(0 !'- ~. 



The plaintiff Oorbyn, charges that 
Aeser Levy, defendant, has taken more 
goods than is rightfully belonging to 
the defendant. 'I'he case ts to be 
arbitrated. 

1661, November 15: Abraham Pieterzen Oorbyn, pltf. v/s 
New Amsterda.m Asser Levy, deft. Pltf. says that deft. 

has ta.ken more property than comes to 
him and ought to have only four beavers according to a/o 
produced. Deft, produces an opposite a/ o. Burgomasters and 
Bchepen$ refer the matter in dispute to JoanneE:J Van der 
Meulen and Mighi el Muyen to examine l:tnd decide the same, to 
reconcile> pa.rties if possible, if not to report their findingr:i 
to the Court. (r~:,~9.S?E9: .. !3 .QJ .. Ra1DL ~Bl'Lf:i.~~ .. r9-~::ixn, I II, 408). 

-.,..,... _____ o ____ ~--

Since there are no further proceedings in court, it can 
be assumed that the matter was arranged by the arbitrators 
to the mu tua.l sa ti sf action of bo·th Corbyn r:md Levy. 

S ee Ii/ o .. I fr? &'" • 



1662 , J anuary 17: 
Nev. ~raste rdam 

Abr aham Lucena is involved in litiga
tion in r egard to a house that he has 
rented. 

Joannes r: itharet, Pltf. v/e I se.ack Bedloo , 
deft. Pl tf. demands from deft . Payment of 
rent accord i ng to the lease mrtde between 

him and Abraham Lucena, on whi ch ca se the deft . ha ~ entered , 
~reducing ext ract therefrom . Deft. ~sys he has not refused 
DetY?'!lent , i naemuch a s nbraham Luc en .. h ~ s hil'ed and occuoied 
the house. Pltf. r enlier, t hat def t , tol d bl m, ne Fhould 
observe the conditions , ~hicb the Je~ made with him . Deft. 
denie ~ it, saying t hat J oannes van der !reulen was by, when 
t he agre ement was made between him and the nltf ., but tha t 
van der ?Auel en says, he hAs f orgot t en 1 t. Burgomasters and 
Schepens oost none t he case un til t he n ext Court day , and 
order oRrties on both sideF t hen to nrove their statements 
a s much as oos s i ble, and fur ther t ha t the deft. shall bring 
Joannes van der ~ ~eulen with him. (Records Qi ]i!tW limsterda'71 , 
r ir , 9) 

_____ o __ _ 

Thi s is the f irst mention of nbr abam Lucena , s i nce 
Jun e 8, 1660 . 



1662, April 18a 
New Amsterdam 

No. / 7 C, -
Yluyvier, the defendant, is in default in 
a suit instituted by Asser Levy, as represen
tative of Abraham Cohn of Amsterdam. Levy 
demands the balance or the 1620 guilders, 
advanced to the defendant for bottomry bond 
and mortgage. 

Asser Levy, Pltf. v/s Cornelius Pluyvier, 
deft. Deft in default.(I!!;,cords qf l\AJI Am.
sterdapi, IV, 64). 

____ o ___ _ 

Asser Levy, ae representative of Abraham Cohn of .Amsterdam, was 
given a mortgage by Cornelius Jansen Pluyvier. This transaction, 
described in a petition written on April 30, 1659, was in partial 
payment for the debt that Pluyvier owed Cohn. On May 2, 1662, the 
court ordered the defendant, Pluyvier, to pay the balanc~ of 1620 
gui lders advanced to him by Cohn for bottomry bond and mortgage. 
Seven days later, Levy, ae~d for execution of the judgment ob
tained by the court. 



!fucaa, the defendant, is in default in a 
sui t instituted by Asser Levy. 

1662, April 181 Asser Levy, arrestant andl pltf. v/s Sigia-
New Amsterdam mndus Lucas, arrested anid deft. Det't. in 

det'ault. The T. Court dei:aree arreat valid. 
(~de 2!, Na. AmHterdam, IV, 63). 

I 



No. I 7,.,. 

The court demands that the plaintiff, 
Pluyvier, pay Levy, the representa tive 
of Abraham Cohn of Amsterdam, the 
balance of the 1620 guilders advanced 
t o the defendant f or bottomry bond and 
mortgage. 

1662 , May 2: 
New Amsterda~ Asser Levy, pltf. v/ s Cornelius Pluyvier, 

deft. Pltf. as attorney of Abraham Cohn, 
Jew a t hmsterdam in Europe, demands from the deft. sixteen 
hundred and twenty Guilders , which he the deft. has received 
on bottomry from t he aboved named Cohn, according to the 
bottomry bond and mortgage, dated 30 ~pril 1659, being there
fore and exhibited to the W: Court . Deft. acknowledges to 
have received the same; thereupon ie paid four hundred and 
sixty gu ilders and passed in assignment in favor of pltf. 
Pltf. says, he has not accepted the assignment a s payment. 
Deft . demands the as s ignment be.ck as he i s going upwards , 
may execute the same . Pltf. returning demands imprisonment 
or exhibition of goods. The W: Court condemn the deft. to 
~Y and satisfy the pltf. in his quality for the balance. 
(Records pf ~ew Amsterdam, IV, 73). --·-
See tYo. 17 " 

' 



No. l(f, 

Levy drew two notes against Aucke Jan
sen (Jans). 

1662, Ylcy' 2: For Asser Levy drew two Notee against 
New Amsterdam Auke Jans for the sum of fl. 412.4 Wampum, 

p~able qetore the departure of this year 1 
ships. OWes ••••••••••••• fl. i.10. ("Jfinute• of the Notary Public, 
Solomon La Chai, january 20 1661, to May 23, 1664: 11).0f~ce of 
Ci ty Clerk of New York, 227,; Found in P4JHS, XVIiI, IJ.909J, 90. 

On February 14, 1665, Asser Levy brought a suit against Aucke Jan
een, because the defendant's daughter had not satisfied her ob
ligations to h.im ,the plaintiff. 



No. If'~. 

Aeser Levy as representative of Abraham 
Cohn ot Amsterdam, requeata that the 
defendant Plu,yTier PBS him, the plain
tiff 1620 guilders. 

1662, llay 91 Aseer Levy entering requests execution 
New Amsterdam of the judgment, which he obtaine~ against 

Cornelius Plu,yvier, dated 2 Yay last. The 
~I Court order the Baliff to put these in execution. (Records Q! 
New A1neterdam1 IV, 80). 

___ o __ _ 

See l\/o. /7 ~, 



No. If/, 

Aeser Levy drew up a ~otarial obligation 
against Aucke Janeen {Auke Jans). 

1662, June 5: On the 5th June (1662) went with Asser 
New Amsterdam Levy over to the Ferry and there drew up 

a notarial obligation against Auke Jana. 
For my a t tendance and journey ••••••• fl. 2 
For writing the obligation ••••••••••• 1,10 

~rote another obligation for Asser Levy against Evert Diraxe van 
Nae for t he sum of fl. 30 ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 1. 
(llinutes of t h;..No!4.fry l\lblic, Solomon da Cha•z, 306s Found in 
PAJP.S, XVIJI, ll.90~, 91). 

____ o ___ _ 

See ~/o. I 79, 



1652, Septembe~ 4: 
New .i\mst er dam 

No. I ~ 

Aseer Levy has sent four letters and tour 
invoices to Holland. 

About Sept. 4,1662 
~or Aeser Levy four letters to Patria, each 
two pages; one gui lder 10 stiv. a page 
••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 12 

Also 4 invoices and closing and sealing same •••••••••••••• 6 
(Ilinutee of No~ry ~blic, Solomon La Chaiw, 382; 7ound in 
PAJHS, XVIII, Ll909j, 91J. 

Levy evidentally had many dealings with Hilland. He represented 
Abraham Coha of nmsterdam against Cornelius Jansen Pluiyvier as 
early as 2 pril 30, 1659 . 



1662, September 71 . 
Albany 

No. 11'3. 

Ass er Levy s old hie houae to ·~obert 
Sandersen for 1,920 guilders . 

Aseer Levy to saiC Robert Sandersen has 
sold a house knd lot ( for 1,920 guil
ders~ lying in the Village of BeTerwjck 

on the hill, the same that he, the seller, bought o~ Marceyla 
J anee at public aale.(Kunaell'a Collection oJ: ~ Histoi:y o:.t 
A~ban,y:, IV, 308 - 3og). 

On Sept ember 15, 1664 , AssP.r Levy was granted a nother house and lot 
in the village of Beverwyck. Levy probably bought real estate 
for an inves tment. Levy made a profit of 211 guilders on the house 
that he sold. 

See /(o . 1 lo 8'. 



The court orders that Wessels, the 
Collector of Excise on wine an~ beer 
should give Aaaer Levy , the plaintiff, 
a permit•tor tour ankere ot ~randy and 
t~o bottle cases: 

1662, December 191 Asser Levy, pltt. T/a Wernaer 7esaela, 
New Amsterdam deft. Pltf. says, that deft.refuses 

to give him a permit for four ankera 
ot brandy and two bottle cases bought 

on the ship lying in this road, although he hae paid 3urgher ex· 
cise, for what he consumed and offers to give it on what he sold.· 
Deft. requests, that the Jlagistratea shall be pleased to agr ee 
according to Ordinance enacted on t he matter of Burgher excise of 
beer and wine dated 6th December, 1656 and maintains, that the 
deft. is bound to pay consumption money. Burgomas ters and Schep· 
ens decree, that the pltf. Tl19Y enter the wine and deft. ie bound 
to give a permit the~efor.(Records of New Amsterdam, IV, 173). 

0 --------

On Augu~t 22, 1658, Asser Levy stated that an I ndian t ook a brand7 
cask belongi ng to him . Levy was probably a"1erchant engageJ in 
~he sa le of brandy, among other items. 
Jessels had many disputes with other Jews in t he colony: Jacob 
Barsimson, Jacob Cohen and David Ferera. 

See Al -/ 
' f o.5 . $"0//.JI// -<.. 



Asser Levy, as t he agent of Abraham Cohn,, 
asks that he be able to attach the rent 
of Pluyvier, in order to have the house 
repaired. Pluyvier is summoned by the 
opurt. 

1663, J..pril 3a Aseer Levy appear ing in the Court says, liLe 
Xew Amsterdam has attachrd the rent belonging to Cor-

nelius PluyTier in the hands of DaTid 
Provoost 'a widow to the sum of Fl 120 and requests that the attac:h 
ment be declared vali4 and that he ms.;y be allowed to lift the 
same in order to hawe the house repaired, which is falling. The 
W1 Court order him to summon Cornelius Pluyvier. (Records of New 
Amsterdam, IV, 221). - -

___ o __ _ 

See fo _ / a> o 



Jlo. ;/fe, .. 

The Directors of the 7est ~ndia Gompan,y 
aak Stuyvesant that the payment due to 
Joseph Jl'rancea since 1660 by Van RuyTen 
be sent to the Jew, now living in Amster-

dam. 

1663, April 161 Joseph Frances, Jewish merchant, who baa 
.Ams t erdam resided there some time has informed ua 

that in ~he year 1660 he ma~e a sale to 
the Secretary van Ruyven for account of ihe Company, payable 
partly in zeewant and partly in beavers during the business season, 
and as it has not yet been followed by payment, he t herefore asks 
ua t~ write to ~our aonora so that ne may obtain his payment out 
of the f irst receipts there in the country. "Nhich, it i t is as he 
l)aa claimed, it is recommended he be accon111odated at the first 
opportunity. (Documents Relating to the Colonial History ot ~e• 
York, XIV, 525). -- - -

___ o __ _ 

According to Oppenheim, Josep~ Frances, a ~el(J.sh~erchant, resided 
in New Amsterdam about 1660. (PAJHS, XVIII, Ll90a,i, 67), 

____ o ___ _ 

Thi s is our only reference ~o Joseph Frances. He probably came to 
~ew Amsterdam on a business t r ip and returned dhortly thereafter to 
Amsterdam, 



1563, August 7 1 
Albany 

N I ;(7, 
o. 

Aertsz and Harmensa, as executors of a 
Holland estate, are t o satisfy a ·debt to 
Asser Levy out of the estate of Barentaa, 
foe a debt contracted. by Jan Barentsz, a 
New Anl8terdam baker. 

On thi.s day, the 7th of August 1663 be.fore 
me, Dirck van Schelluy ne, notary public, 

and ~e~fore t he afternamed wi tnessee, Jan 
Barentsa, baker here, and acknowledged that he was well and truly 
indebted to Joohen Vlesaele, s~lso baker here,in the sum of two 
hundred and sixty-four Caroluts guildess Holland money to be paid 
in ~olland, growing out of the purchase and delivery of good wheat 
delivered to him to his satisLfaction last year 1652 ; 1'1:lich said 
sum of two hundered and sixtl-four guilders Holland money he, the 
aypearer, hereby reques te ancl charges Lucas Aertsz, smi th,and 
!.(athy~ Harmenez, shoemaker, his unc les and guardians dwelling at 
Swol _in 07"eryssel, to satisfJr and pa~ to Aesur Levi, the Jew, or 
to hie heirs and successors, (the la~fUl holders of this), out of 
his inheritance which came tc> him by the death & decease of 
Barentss. (Bond of Jan 3a~nt13en Dull.C'man to J'ochem ~1eeselsen; 
Notarial Papers 1 and 2 lJ660 - 1696.J ·Early .ttecords of Ci t~filld 
County of Albany and C~ ~~Rensaeiaerauck, 111, ~9,~T. 



No. \&1 a.. 

r evius, the plaintiff, demands 27 ~uil
ders, five stivers in beaver , f rom

0

Gabr%e, 
tte defendant, ~ho was agent for Abraham 
Lucena. 

1663, September lli Joannes Yevius, pl tr. v/ s Tymotheus 
New Ams t e rdam Gabry, deft. Ptr. as Vendu l~ster ~emands 

from deft. payment of the sum of five 
huncwed e.nd fifty guilders eighteen stiver£ in seawant and agai n 
three hundred and sixty one guilders fifteen s tivers in beavers 
for goods bought by deft. at auction; further twenty seven guil
ders five stivers a lso in beaver, which he accepted to pay for 
Abraham Lucena. Deft. admi ts the debt; requests in writing , that 
it may be 60od against the Coppany and if the estate be noT. in
debted to t he Compauy, the same will be p romptly paid by the 
Company. Pltf. replying demands payment and that the defen1ant 
shall be condemned to •ati~f'y and ~ay him the sum demanded on 
pai~ of im~ediate execution sccordlng to th e condition of the sale, 
say i ng t he curators will not have anything to do with any trans• 
fers . ~urgomast ers and Schepens condemn the dP.ft. ~romptly to 
aatisfy ann pay t~e ~el'l'\a!lded sum and admitted debt.(Records of New 
A.~sterdam, IV, 299). 



No. If f. 

~illiem Beeckman writes to Di rector Stuy
vesant mentioning that a ship arrived 
with a man by the name or Israel. 

1663, December 5r I heard at New-Amstel yesterday, that 
New Amsterdam Ur. d'Hinojoeaa would send as quickly 

_ aa possible a savage t o your Honble Wor-
ships , as His honor arrived here in the ship "de Purmerlander 
J;erck" on the evening of the 3d inst. together with Peter Alriche 
and Israel, who went away with }.{iaa Prints, aa mem-ere of the 
high Council, and about 150 soule.(Letter William Beeckman to 
Director Stuyvesant; Return of Di rector D'Hinoyoesa to New Amste.1; 
Immigra}lt; Dotr'enie Relating to ~ Coloni1.tl History ~ th~ State 
of New for k, I, 47). 

0 --------
In 1656 the ci ty of Amsterdam bought a large plo t of ground clong 
the Dele"are river and stanli~hed there a colo~ called New .Am
at el . William Beekms.n, an~ old and respected inhabitant of New 
Amsterd~ was vice-director on the South River .(Raesly, Portrait 
of New l~ \J:rland, 113}. 
~rbaps }tis is Isack Israel who traded on the South River prev
iously with Cardose . If Israel was a member of the high Council, 
it is probable that he was not a Je~. 



Aaeer Levy loane the city 100 florins 
tor fortification. He is to receiTe le>;C 
interest. 

1664, February 24r ~oan tor the Fortification of the City. 
New Amsteraam To receiTe 10% interest. 

Aaeer L8"'f•••••••••••••••••••!'l 100. 
(Rogorde .id lla Amsterdam, V, 351}. 

The wealthiest inhabitants of New Amsterdam are included in this 
list. Asa er J.evy is the only J'ew mentionecl. (PAJll§, VII, ( ) , 17). 



1664, September 151 
Alban;y 

No. J f o. 

Aaaer Levy purchases a home and lot in 
the Tillage ot Beverw;yck. 

Appeared before me Johannes La Kontagne •• 
•• who declares that he has granted and 
transferred ae by these present, he does 

grant and transfer, in real and ac~ual poaeeeeion to and f or the 
behoot ot Aaaer Levy, merchant of Amsterdam in New Netherland, 
hia .heira or assigns, a houai and .lot lying in t he Tillage of 
Beverwyck, aforesaid on the hill, adjoining to t he north Gerret 
Sl ichtenhorat, to the south the lot ot Claee Ripae (Van Dam). 
(:Llunsell's Collections of the History 2J ~y, IV, 362). 

____ o ___ _ 

See fo I /p¥ . 



1664, October 31 
Bew Amsterdam 

Bo. I 9 /, 

Levy, the plaintiff, and Doecklee, the def
endant, are in default in a suit. 

Aseer Levy, arreetrant and pltf. v/ e Willem 
Doecklee, arrested and deft. Both in def
ault. (Records of New Amaterdam, V, 132). 

____ o ___ _ 

There is no further mention of this case. 



1664, October 111 
lfe• Amsterdam 

Wo. 19~ • 

Levy, the plai ntiff, and Paltier, the def
endant, are in default in a suit. 

Aeeer Levy arreat~ant and pltt. T/ a Pieter 
Paltier, arrested and deft. Both in def
ault. (Records of New .Amsterdam, V, 137). · 

...._ -



NEW YORl< 



No. /9 a· 

the names of Asser Levy (l evi) and 1 srael 
Jacob are i ncluded in a list of names of 
the Dut ch who swore allegiance t 6 the Eng
lish after the surrencer of New York. 

1564 , October 21, 22, 24 , 26 1 A Catalogue Alphabeti c~ll of y e 
Bew York Name• of such Inhabitante of New Yorke 

& c as took the Oath t o bee true sub-
.1 ects to His Ma.jestie , •••• Israel Jacob •.•• Asser Levi (Names of the 
Dutch who s wore all egianc e after the surr ender of New York . New 
York Papers, I , 5; Documents ~elating t o the Colonial ilisto~ of 
Mew Yor kz III , 74, '/5, '/6). - - -

___ o ___ _ 

Even though Onpe~heim sta t es that Israel ~acob i s ~ewisl;l.. t~re i s 
no evidenc~ to substant i ate t hat theory fPAJRSh XVIII , ll909J 64) . 
-:'here were definitely other Jews in new fork wo did not take t h is 
oath . Per haps, they c ould not reconc i l e themselves t o English rul e 



Stevenzen, the plaintiff, demands a t wo
year old cal f from AeE er Levy • Even though 
Levy deni ed any contract on the basis of 
a sale with the nlainti ff, the court orders 
+,he defendg nt t o- give the p l aintiff a calf 
of f our month s. 

1664, November 221 J oris Stevenzen, pl tf •· v/ s Ass er Levy, deft. 
New York Pltf. demands from deft a~ ca lf of t wo 

years. Deft. says he does not know why he 
owes i t.Pltf. replies& he s old t he deft . 

an ox for a cow and a ca lf .Deft. denies it: saying t hat t he pltf. 
made such cont ract with Hermen, t he Serfeant. Burgomas t ers and 
Schepens hav ing heard part i es, decree; kereas t he pltf. never sued 
the deft. or Hermen,the Serjeant, her ein befor e , t ha t the deft. 
shall deliver the pl tf. a calf of f our t o five months.(Recorde ~ 
!J~Arnsterdam, V,158). 

0 ------

See f o . I 'JS"', 



Elbertsen testifies that heuheard Aeser 
1.evy make a contract with Stevenaen. The 
eourt persist in their rendered judgment 

that the defendant give the plaintiff 
a calf of four month. 

1664, November 291 1oris Stevensen, pltf. v/a Ass er LeTy, 
New York deft. !'ltf. produces a declaration of 

Gysbert Elbertsen, who states, that he 
heard, tha t the ! ltf. had said to t he deft . Aeser, I hold you for 
the man; and that Asser t~ereupon answered, Tia well, I shall 
manage, so that you obtain a calf. Deft. says, he does not know 
the man . Burgoaasters and Schepens persist in t hei r rendered 
jadgruent. (Records~ ~.nmsterdam, V, 164). 

____ o ___ _ 

-



1664L December 61 
New York 

Asser Levy, pleintitt, and Van der Linde, 
defendant, are in default. 

Aeeer Levy, arreatant and pltf. v/a 3oost 
van der Linde, arrested and def't. Both · 
in default.(R_ccorde Q.f 1lez..Ama:t.a~m, V,168) 



~~~~~-------------..... 

No. I? 7,. 

Aseer Levy broue;ht suit against B~a:rt 
because the defendant had hi red Levy's 
maid Aucke Jansen 's daughter before 
she had eatiafied her time to the plain· 
tiff. Auc~e reneen is aummone1 . 

1664, Dec ember 20 1 Asser Levy pltf'. v/s 'Jalthazar 3ayart, 
New Yor k de f t . Pltf. says he hired. Aucke Jansen'~ 

daughter unt il next Uay and tha t deft 'e 
wife hired he r aeain before the time had expired, iemantling that: 
t~e maid sha ll serve o~t her time, or give reasons whi she leaves 
hi m. Deft . says th.at the maid came to hie wife and asked her, if' 
sh e would hire her, whereunto she answe~ed yes, i f she were free: 
from her mi s t ress ; otherwise not ; and that the gir ' s fath er had 
to hi m and sent him a. letter, \Vhich he shewed to t he pl tf •• Burgo·
maet ere and Schepens decree , that Aucke Jans , the girl' s father 
shall a ppear ce re at the next Court , and give r easons, why he has 
taken hi s iaughter from the pltf. before t h e expi ration of~the 
time time she was h ired to t he deft . and in default t I'-ereof, the 
girl shall have to return to the ?ltfs service. (Recorde ~J.iAW 
Amste r dam, V, 176 - 177). 

On January J l , 1665, Aeser Levy asked that the court o~der be en
fo rc ed, a!1d. Aucke Jan een Rh culd. s~ow cause 71hy he t ook hie daugh"teJI 
away from t he plainti ff ''bef ere the time of engagement \Vas laps-
ed 11 . , ecause Jansen did not obey t he order, Levy attached the 
money of Janeen on ?ebr uary 14, 1655 , in the t-ands of Jan ~rou
we=. ~he ( ourt 1 ecla r e4 t he attachment valid . 
rhe mlntion of Levy ' s mistress need not indicate that Asser ~es 
married at this time. The mistress may have been the woman in 
charge of his household. 



No. 
;?S· 

Aseer Le"f'Y asked that the c ourt order of 
9ecember 20,1664, be enforced, that Aucke 
~ansen (jana) should show cause why' be 
took his daughter away from the plain
tiff before the time of engagement has 
laps,ed. 

1565 , January :n : Asee:r Levy entering represents, that 
New York Auck1e Jane did not obey the order of the 

last Court day to shew cause, why he took 
!lis iaught er away from him, e.111d that the daughter he.a gone to 
live with Ealthazar Bayard at t he B~. 1'he ~. Court decree to 
notif;r Aucke J ans by legal no;te, to come hither and shew cause, 
\·1hy he took away hie daughter from Asser befo r e the time of en
gagement was lapsed. (Records 2f ~ ~eterdam, V,183). 

____ o __ 

See ,Yo . t 'J 7, 



No. 19 'f . 

.Asser Levy attacheS the money of Aucke 
Jansen (Jans) in the hands of Jan ~rou
wer, because t he defendant's daught er 
had broken her contract with t he ~lain
tiff. 

1565, February 14: Asser Levy r epresents, that he sent a 
New Yor k legel letter to the Court of ~mersfoort 

to· notof'L Auc~e Jans t hat h e must obey 
the order of thi s Court dated 17th January last, and say s, he has 
not obtained any result t herfrom. He r equests to knew, what furthaz 
re!!l2.in for him to ~o? it ie decreed to send another legal letter 
to the aforesaid Hagistracy aoou the Aforesaid rnatter . 
As eer Levy fu~thur conmrunicates , tha t he has attached the moni es 
of Aucke Jane in the Hands of Jan 3 rouwer, ~hich attachment he 
yrays may br declared valid . 1'he W: Court d~claree t he attachment 
valis .(.Secords .Qt New AD1sterdam,V, 188) . 

____ o ___ _ 

See Vo 1 9 7, 



1665, April 19: 
New York 

{Records o.1 futlr 

Aeeer Levy is assessed two florins. 

List of Burghers and inhabitants that 
are as sessed. 
Aeser Levy •••••••••••••••••• • ••• l'l. 2 

Amsterdam, T, 222). 

____ o ___ _ 



Aseer Levy is accepted as a sworn 
butcher. 

1665 , October 311 No persons, but petitioners, shall 
New York slaughter within this city and there-

fore the following act is granted 
them& - Know all men by t hese presents, that by Us, the Jlayor ana 
Aldermen o~ t~e City of New Yorke are continued and .chosen a~ew 
R.nd acc epted as sworn butchers• to wit Eghb413rt lleynderte, Assur 
Levy , Roelof Jans van llepole, Gerrit Jansen Roos, Jan van Raerlem, 
Pi eter Jansen, Ger~it VuleveYer and Cornelius Jorissen, who are 
h~reby authorized Pnd directed to alaughter all cettle within 
thia city, and may collect f or fees fer each ox o~ cow six guil
ders and fu~thur from small cattle what was allo~ed them by the 
l ate Burgomasters herefor in the date of 3d of Nov 1662 . And all 
and ever3 are .hereby expree~ly in~erdicted and forbidde n to 
slaughter any cattle, whether large or small. of what decription 
wh11 tso e..,er t here r.iay be, within this city, unless ·.vi t h the general 
consent of t he abovenambed s7forn butchers, under a penelty here
upon previously enacted. ~' as above. (~eco~ds of W.ew A?Jist 0 r1am, 
v, 31!). - -

____ o ___ _ 

Asser Levy uae sworn in as a butcher on October 1 5 , 1660. at that 
t ime he was excused from killing hogs, aa it was contrary to his 
religion. Rere there is no such ? rovision. 



1665, November 14: 
New York 

No • .JO :2 • 

Levy, plaintiff, an• Howard, defendant, 
are in default. 

Assur Levy, Pltf v/ e Ecluwart Houward, deft. 
Both in (e~ault.(Recorda o_l New A;Jeterdam, 
T, 316). 



1 66 5 , November 211 
New York 

1'he court orders the court ~esenger of 
Harlem (Hearlem) to bri~g in e copy 
of the judgment in the caee of Asser 
Levy against La Montagne, as rendered i : 
the Harlem court. 

Assur Le~J pltf. v/s Johannes Vernelje, 
deft. Pltf. Sa;:f he had delivered to 
deft. as Court Uessenger of the Village 

of Hearlem, a judgment he pltf. had obtained t here against Jan 
Monta~ne , to eefve the ea.me on sd Montagne . He requests thatthe 
safile be returned. Deft . admits having received it &.nd says that 
after he had served notice t herf on tbe said Montagen he deliver· 
ed the same up to him. The ~' Court having heard narties, excuse 
the deft . for this time as he declares he acted t~rough i gnorance, 
and warn him for the futmre to do so no more and order Jan Mon
tagn (who is also ~rsent and acknowledges t~ have received it) to 
b~ing with him the abovenamed judgment by t he next Court day. Ady 
as Above. (Rec ords .2! ~Amsterdam, V, 322). 

____ o ___ _ 

See tYo 5 



1665, November 2lz 
New York 

See 

No. ~ o t./, 

Asser (Assur) Levy brings a suit against 
Thomae Exton for debt of t wo beavers. The 
defendant is in default. 

Aeeur Levy, pltf'. v/ e Thomas Exton, deft. 
Defts. 2nd default. (Records ~ New ~ 
sterdam, V, 323). 

____ o. ___ _ 



Asser (Assur) Levy asked t hat La Montag. 
ne pay him eight heads of old goats.The 
aourt ee~e f or the judgment, 0~1ginally 
rendered by the Court of Harlem (Hearlen 

1665 , November 27: Aesur Levy, Pltf. v/ s J'ohannes La Mon-
Ncw Yo~k tagne , deft . Pltf. says, he he r etofore 

delivered deft. on half tr.~ increase, 
42 he~1 of goats , and t hat they were reduced by death with deft . 
to 7 heed which he ,with defts consent, s old to ~ysbert van Im
bur ge decs, for which loss he agr eed with deft. on arbi tration, 
that deft. should pay h im in Nov of last year 8 heads of old 
goats , whereupon he, also, obtained judgement against deft. at N. 
Raerle~; he ~equeste n~w, that deft. shall be condemned t o pay the 
same with this y ear's increase, together with the cost s herein 
accrued. Deft. answering says, that the abovementioned goat s ~ere 
not refus ed to b e paid, on condition that the ~ ltf. restored to 
him the butter etc. the pr oduce of the 7 goats.which he sold Ur. 
Gysbert before the expiration of t h e contract, on which he had 
received the goats - deft . al~o declar~s he ootained judgeIE nt 
against the pltf. at Sa.erlem lcopy of J which judgement lie ap
plied for repeatedly to the Commissaries thereof, but be had not 
been able to receive it. Pltf. replying says, that bv the afore
said agreement made by arbitrati on all pr evi ous questions r elative 
t o the goats are disposed o!. He also· denies, that the deft. ob
t a i ned any j~icement against him in thie case. The 71 Court having 
heard t he ver bal debates of the parties grant them 8 days time to 
agree with each other; If not deft. is ordered to hand t he judge
ment ~~knowledged to have been obtained by Aesur Lvy against him 
and remaining in h is possession, and t hat by t h e next Court day, 
by abich ti~e the 71 court shal s t and f or t he pr otocol of Ha 
nearlem to examine the judgement, whi ch deft . pret ends to have ob
tained against t he pltf. and definitive judgement ahall be grant
ed. Ad$ as above . (necords _::_f New .Amsterdam,V, 320). 

____ o ___ _ 

See ~/os. .2 tJ ~ ,J..o /, . 



No. ;;;.o ~. 

The terms of agreeaent between Levy, 
plaintif~, and La JllLontagne, the defen
dant, in a suit concerning goats, eta. 

1665, November2!: Vn the 27th of 9ber appeared before me, 
New York Bicolea Bayard, the above mentioned pl~f. 

Aasur Leyy whodeclaree that he agreed 
with the deft Johan Montagne thatb Aert. should pay him for hia 
claim 8 goats, 2 wethers, 150 pa. of firewood and 2 cocks provid
ed t he pltf. paid the costs of this suit, except the loss of 
~aniel Terneur's and Jan Pietersen'a time, when they were summon
ed here as witnesses. Ally as above.(Recorde Ql_New Amsterdam, 
v, 351). 

___ o __ _ 



1665, December 121 
New Y'o!"k 

The court orders Thomas Exton, si«rendant, 
to pay the plaintitt, Aaser{.Asaur) LeT,Y, 
a debt ot two beavers plus the cost ot 
the suit. 

Aseur Levy, pltr. T/a 'l'homas ~xton, deft. 
The detrt. 3d default. The plta declares 
that the defts is indebted to him the 

eumne twoe bevers deaireinge that the dettt. may be orjered to 
pay hie debt besides the Coste of the Court. The Court doe order 
the defft. to make satisfaction to the pltt. betwixt this Court 
day and next ~ourt , besides the coats of the suit. As above. (Rec-
o rsie ..!Lf. .!!a Arnst erdam, V, 324) • -

____ o ___ _ 

See jlo . .2 o i./ 



!labba Cooty (Boti), plaintiff, bri.ngs 
suit against Francis Constable. Tlie court 
orders that Cooty'e goods be put into the 
King's warehouse in New York. Two impartial 
people shall judge it the goods are dammag
ed. 

1666, December 281 Att a Jlayore Court held at •· Yorsk. Rabba 
New York Boti, Plt. T/a ttrancie Constable, Def. 

Uppon hearing both parties1 the Court hath 
thought fitt and ordered that the Plt. goods shall be landed here 
and put into the Kings warehouse or some other Convenient place, 
till two nersons Indifferently Chosen betwixt them, shall vie• 
them & give thier Reports whether t hey find, they have Received 
any damage or not. ~as Suscribed, Jot Rider ( Reco~ds of New 
Amsterdam, VI, 51). --

___ o __ _ 

This is our first reference to Rabb& Cooty. He is mentioned in 
seven other items until his departure about June 19, 1671. Cooty 
appears only once with another Jew& Asser LevY on March a, 1671. 



Aeaer (Aaaur) L•T.Y bring• a auit afainat 
Bqarcl tor thedamage to the plain't tt'• 
fencing by the def'endant'a ho&•• The court 
appointe two arbitrators to decide by whoee 
fault the damage occurred. 

1667, January 15 Asaur LeT,Y, plta. T/a Niclia B~arcl, deft. 
New York Plt•. demands 3 beavers tor fencing injureC 

by defendant'• hoge pursuant to award of 
Vadm Beclloo Md Catrina lrooglant. Partiee Teing heard, Vr. 1obannee 
van Brugh an~ l!r. Ieaacq Bedloo are hereby authorized to examine 
whether t he fence between said Aasur and Eayard was well cared for 
by him Assur and by whose fault the damage occurred.(~cords Qt 
lie~ &nsterde.m ~VI, 53, 54). 

See '1jo . .J- 1 1 . 



Arbi trators are appointed to reconcile 
the differences between ~vy, plaintiff, 
and Gabrie, the defendant. 

1667, January 18 1 In the matter i n question between Assur 
New York Levy, p~tt., v/ab Timothy Gabrie, deft., 

arising out of a caee in a/c. the Wa Court 
aut hor i zed ae arbitrators Ur. Johannes van Brugh and Sieur Jacob 
Peyseler, who are requested to examine and review the a/ca ot par
ties and if possible to determine the difference and recsnci l e 
par t i es; if not, to report to t he V a Court.(Records 2f liew Ameterdam, 
VI , 79 - so-). 

____ o ___ _ 

See Yo . at .;).. I . 



No.:1. //. 

Arbitrators are ordered t o bring in a 
decision with respect to damages o~ 
fencing in the case or Levy and Bayard. 

1667, January 29: Aeeur Levy pltt. v/s Nicola.es Bayard, 
New York deft. Having seen, in the argument• 

between parties on both sides, the reas
ons gi ven by Sieurs Johannes van Brugh and Isaacq Bedloo, after 
inspecting the fences between them both, the above Sieura are hereby 
orde red t o being in by the next 8ourt day what they think ot the 
fence and whos e fault it is that the damage happened to Assur LeTY's 
place . {Records of New Amsterdam, VI, 55). 

____ o ___ _ 

See Yo . .J." ?, 



In payment of a debt, Asser (Assur) 
Lev-.f attaches the money of Burge·r Joris 
in Patrick Hayes' handa. 

1667 , Mar ch 261 Assur Levy appearing inn Court reports 
New York having attached certain 3oniea of Burger 

joris in Patrick Hayes' hands• he re
quests the same be declared valid. The ~I Court declare the attach
ment valid and order Burger Joris to appear or send an attorney 
within three weeks to dtt'end the said attachment. (Records of New 
k!lsterdam VI, 66). -



1667, June tJa 
New York 

Two impartiGl judges are appointed 03 
th6 ctourt to determine the amount of 

pipe staves that Coely delivered to 
Rabb& Cooty, the plaintiff. 

Rabba Cooty, Plta v/s John Coel.y deft& 
The Pita demands of the deft. 3245 pipe 
Staves, "Vhereaa the deft. hath delivered 

him a parcel of staves at 5 score in the hundred , & the apmmom 
Number by a l ~ershants is 6 Score -- the iefta answere, a makes 
it appeare, that he Was agreed that the staves should be 1elivered 
Rt 5 score in the hundred, & desired tnat two Indiffer ent persons 
might be appointed fo~ to View the ltavee, which this deft a yet is 
bound to deliver, Whether they be not goo1 accordinge to Covenant. 
r he Court haveing heard both Parties did decree , that the Staves 
shou ld be dilvered at 5 score in the hundred , & doe appoint Jan 
Jansen Van Breeste & JUrian J&nses van Auwryck. to view the Staves 
Nhe the r they be according to Covenant or nor.(Recorde of New .Am• 
sterdam, VI, 74-75). - - -



Rabba Cooty wine hie euj. t for 361 pouncia 
of hard bread and flour from the defendant 
Reinder van der Coele. 'I~hie wae in return 
for molasses, which Coot;y had delivered. 
to van der Coele. 

1667,June lla Rabba Cooty, pltt. and a.rreatant v/s Rein-
New York der van der Coele, arrested and deft. Pltf. 

demands from deft. 361 lbs. of hard bread 
and wheat flour by balance of an a/c of molasses delivered to 
deft.,with costs incurred herein. K. Balthazar de Haert ap~ear
ing in place of deft. says, too little wheat was reckoned 1or 
the barrels of molasses. Pltf'. replying says an1d proves that deft. 
finally agreed about the wheat. Parties being heard by the w. 
Court they condemn the deft. to pay the said 361. lbs. ha*<l 
b~ead and flour, with coats. Mar ginal out. (~~ds ~N~ 
Amsterdam, III, 74~75 ). 

____ o ___ _ 

Cooty probably had taken the molasses from the \feet Inc:Uu. 



1667, Octobe~ 151 
New York· 

the debt and reques*s ~ 
VI, 98). 

Huychen admits his debt of 87 florin• to 
Aeeer (Aaeur) LeT,Y tor rent. 

Aaeur Levy, pltf. v/a Wi lliam Huychen, deft 
Pltt. demands from deft. fl. 87. zewant 
balance of rent with costs. Deft. admits 
with costs. (Records of New Amsterdam, 

___ o ___ _ 

Asser Levy probably rented rooms or a house. 

See ~ . .2../ <D,, 



1667, October 221 
New York 

Levy and Huychen are in default in the case 
concerning rent owed to the plaintit~. 

Assur Levy, pltr. v/e ifillem Huycken, def. 
Both partiee default. (Re1cords QI New Am -
e~am, VI, 99). - -

____ o ___ _ 

See ,Yo . .>.. 1 ~- . 



Richa!"d Levy is a witness :i.n a case con
cerning "ye knocki ng down 1:> f Ser j ent Don
de11 •. 

166 7, ~ecember 7: The examination of several pers on c oncern-
New York ing ye knocki ng d.:>wn of Se1:-j ent Dondell in 

yu quatera and at a Cour t !i{arshall held the 
7th day of dec ember, in Fort James, 1667. 
Anthony Snooks says the Serj ent tol d him he wee the Round • 
. {ichard Perot, Henry J ansen and Ri chard Levy all £say the same. (Ab
s tract of ~i lls Liber 1-2. 294; Collections 1892 ~r.Y. HlJ!toricaJ 
Society Publication I 79• 30 ) • 

'!'her e is n o mention of Richa rd Levy's religion. H:e was possibly 
a J ew. 



No. ~IJ'. 

Rabba Cooty, the plaintiff, charges 
that Hendrick Van Vueren mixei ?vre 
and Pea• in the flour he delivered to 
the plaintiff. The defendant claimed 
that he was ordere:i to d• so by Bal t
hazar d' Haert. 

1668, October 2·& Rabba Cooty, Pl ts v/s Hendrick Va.n 
New York Vueren, deft& rhe Plt: makinge his 

Comp: by •eclaration in Writing. The 
deftl Confessed that he mixed 10 Schippel ~e & 2 Schipples or 
Pease, ;in the floWer he delivered to the Plta an• Saith further 
that he did do it by order of Kr. Balthazar d' Haert, and did 
Likewise Deliver &l the said flower ae a servant of the ad ~al
thus. The ryorshippfull court Did Order that the defts should 
Proeve "Jhat he now alledgeths that he did it by Yr. Balthus his 
order, and bring hie proefe this ensuinge Court day.(Recorde _R1 
N~ Amsterdam, VI, 149). 

On October 20, 1668, a witness testified that d' Raert had justif• 
ied his action or delivering impure flour to Cooty, bec&use the , 
latter was a develish Jew. Eight days later, the court aake4 both 
Cooty and Van Veuren to pay costs of the court suit. 



No. ~ l'f, 

Cooty (Cuty) again aeclarea that he 
received impure !la.fr trom Van Veu
ren. The defendant claims he was 
ordered to do so by Ur. Balthazar 
d'Haert. One witness states that 
d'Haert justified this act because 
it was foe "a devilish Jew". Both 
the de~endant and plaintiff are to 
pa,y the cost or the suit. 

1668 , vctober 201 Rabba Cuty, plt . v/a Hendrick Van 
Ne~ Vork Veuren, Deft. The Plt. declareth 

that the Dett. Delivered him a 
par~el of flower to the ~uantity of 44 lb . 7ot flower was to be 
found to be no flower buw Bran and lleal as it Comes out of the 
Mi l oy ~/ch he is greatly Ramnified, and prayeth this cou.rt to 
Ordr the Deft . to make Delivery of soo much gooa flower and damag
es wth Cost. The deft. replyes that al the meal he delivered to 
the Plt. Nae ~elivered by him as a Servant to llr. ~althaz D'haert 
who paid him for his ~Or4ee The Jury brought in their Verdict xor 
the Defendt, and the Plt. to pa,y Coct of Suite. The Court ordered 
that Judgment should be entred accordingly ••• Lowrena Van der 
Spiegel declares on oath, that Kr. Balthaaaar told him, deponet, 
that he may make the flour, which he ia to deliver the Jew on hie 
c/ c as coarse as he pleased, it only being fo~ a devilish Jew. 
Pieter Janeen, miller, being sworn declares , that a considerable 
time ago a parcel of wheat was sent to the mill by young Hendk. 
·he baker among which he' saw some rye, but does not know how much 

and that ~r . Balthazr de Haert paid him for grinding. Annica 
Andriee beinge e*orne in ~ourt declared as pr deposition in writ
ing. (Records 2f. Ney .Amsterdam, VI, 151,152). 

Apparently D'Haert believed that cheating a Jew was justified. Is 
the judgement of this case to be interpreted, that the defendant 
won the case and the plaintiff was ~o pay the cos t of 'he suit? 
Or wer e both plaintiff and defendant to share the cost of ~he 
suit. 



Both Cooty (Cuty), plaintiff, and Van 
Veuren are to pay coete of the court suit 
a-rising out of the claim that the dEtt'cn
dant ~ had de livered the ~laintiff impure 
flower. 

1668, O~ ober 281 Rabba Cuty, Plt. v/s Hendrick Van Veuren, 
New York Def. The Pla. declareth that the ~ef. ~el-

ivered him a parcel of flower to the 
~uantity of 44 lb. W .flower was found to be no flower but Bran 
& Meal as. i t comes out of the .fw.il by Wcw. he is greatly Damnitied, 
and p~ayeth t his Court to Ordr the Deft. to make .Deli~ery of soo 
muoh good flowere and damages with Cost. The deft. replyea that 
al t he meal he delivered to the Plt. was delivered by him as a 
Servant to M. Balthaa. D'haert who paid him for hie Worke. The 
.Jury beought l.n their Verdict for t he Defendent and the Plt . to 
pay Cost of Suite. The Court ordered that Judgment should be 
entred acc ordingly. (Records ~New Amsterdam,VI, 151). 

Apparently Van Veur en was not to blame, because he acted ~ in 
beh~lf of D'Haert. It is surprising that no action was taken 
aga . nst the latter for his cheating. 

See "(0 . :u s- . 



1668/9 J'anuary 12a 
New York 

A different arbitrator is appointed 
to !"econcile the diffe1rencee between 
Levy, plaintiff, and Gabrie, the defen
dant. 

.Aasur Levy appearing i11 Court makes 
known, that the Ya Cou1rt on the 18th of 
J'une 1667 had nominate<l as arbitrators 
in the matter in questjlon between the 

aforesaid Assur Levy, ~lta.,and Timotheus Ga.brie, deft. in the 
case of a/c., Siewure J'ohannea Van Brugh and Jacol> Lyeeler, but 
says, that the abovenamed Leyseler has gone away before the trans
action of the busibese-- requestinC that the 'la Court may elect 
another person in his place. The Yz Court elested Sieur J'ohannea 
de Peyster in place of Sieur J'acob Leyseler. Ady ns above.(Recorda 
of New Ams t erdam, VI, 162). --

___ o ___ _ 

See ;V0 . ~10 



1669, April 61 
New York 

Levy, plaintiff, and Anthony janeen are in 
1.efault. 

Aasur Levy, Plt1 T/a Anthony Jansen, dett1 
Both default. (Records ot New -Nnsterdam, 
VI, 176). - -



1669, July 6 a 
l'few York 

See fo · J- .i. .l · 

LeT,Y, the plaintiff, is in default and 
noneuited is his case against Anthol\Y 
.Tana en. 

Aeeur Levy, plta ..,/e Anthony Janaen,deft. 
the plt defaut & B"oneuited. (Records 
of New Amsterdam, VI, 185). 

____ o ___ _ 



Ass er (Assur) Levy is one of the gua,rd ... 
ians of the minor children of Wessel 
Evert eon. 

.,j:ii 
i111 

, 16'70, 'March 1: 
Assur Iievy and Thomas Iiarmnertsen, guard.-- 1

1i 11
, 

ians of ·~he minor children of Wessel Ever-t-\jl,1 
sen pltffs. against Claes Jansen °taua;st, 11.:I 

deft. Pltf'fs in quality as aforesaid demand, that defe may be 1

1

' 

New York 

orrlered to Vf.Ui t their house on the :f'i'rst of May next, unles;s he, 
deft.~can prove that he hired it longer. The Worshippll. Court 
having heard par·ti es order, that the def endt. shall be preferred 
for the hire of the Pl tfs. house, provided he p;a,y as much rent as 
the Pl t·s. were offered from others. (I~ec or.ds tl '.l;if ew:..~i.e..nd·am, 
VI , J22Ii .. 1) • 

____ o __ _ 

Wessel Evertsen (Visser) cam to 'N".N. in the service of the W .. I. 
ComJ,)any and afterwa,rds co:mmanded the Company's yacht St, Martin. .. 
He married in the spring of 1643 G:d.etje :Bouwens, by whom he had 
si:x children.Cil>id. P.e 2201). 

--~~~-0-···--~~-

Levy is a. very prominent citizen at thlfJS time. 



1670, July 19: 
~lbany 

No • .;;::i.s. 

Asser Levy (Leevy) van ~elen is a 
witness to a contract of sale . 

The sa id contracting oartiee, each for 
himself, uromise t o execute and perform 
what is hereinbefore written, for which 

they find their persons and Estates, nothing excepted, sub
jecting the same to the jurisdiction of all lords, courts, 
tribunals and judges, and in. confirmation thereof they have 
subscribed t his with their 6wn hands without fraud or deceit 
( i n presence of Harmen Rutgers and Aeeer Levy van Sivelen as 
witnesses hereto) 

Herman Rutges 
~seer Leevy 

(Contract of sale between Jochem Wesselsen and Volckert 
J anses Doww of a house and two lot s on High street in New 
York; National Papers I & II, 1660-1696; Early Records .QI. 
the City and County of Alb&.ny and Colony o-r-lfensellaerswyc~, m, ~s )-. - - - -

This is the first time that we find v~n Swe:lall added to 
Asser Levy's name . Perha us, this indicates that be ca~e 
ori ginally f rom Schwelm, Westphalia. 



Aaeer Levy is assessed tbir·ty fldbns. 

1670, August 18: 
i\ lbany 

By order of the right bonora.ble general 
it is resolved by th~ honor11ble court 

decided tha t 
needs of the 

to make an asse Rsment. The:re fore, 1 t ia 
the following per sons shall oay towards the 
place: 

Capt . de La.val • •. .. ••.. . fl .. 100 
Aeser Levy . • . . • • . . . . . . . . 30 
Kr . Hansen's daughter 25 

( ( ...... \;. i)'l~~ o~ ;.J ()~~ L ..,~) • 

Capt . de Laval and Mr. Hansen's daughter aro not Jewish. 
The former wa s t he highest as8'aSed; the latter, the lowes t. 
!.seer Levy •s asses sment was not very much, i n c:O!ll!'.8rieon to 
Laval• e. 

" • 



No. ). ;;l. 7. 

Bayard, an auctioneer, declares that he 
sold to the defendant, Van Leer, e negro 
boy of Rabba Cooty (Coty) 

1670, September 27: Nicolaee Ba.yard, Vendu Mast., plt: v/s 
New York Stoffel Van Laer, deft: The Plt: declares 

that on the 4th of august last be Sold 
unto tbie deft: in a Publicq outcry for the acct: of Rabba 
Coty one Neger boy for the eumme of fl 930 . seawant, payable 
according to ye conditions in the space of three months after 
the sa i d date provided the ourchasers gave in sufficient 
security for the Paiment of their Pur cbaze. The def . remain
ing default to appeare upon the first Summons, the ~orehipp". 
Court upPon examinating of the of the said Conditions did Order 
that Judgement should be entred against th e deft. that the 
Said deft, should give in ~ecurity according t o t he tennure 
of the Conditons: before the next Court day; or by further 
del ay tbet the Neger boy should be sold in oublicq Outcry end 
what the boy should Yield lesee that the deft. shall satisfy 
the same, together •itb Cost and da:mna.gee. (Records of New 
~msterdamJVI, ~59 ). 



Jews lend• money to the Lutherans, for 
the building of their first church in 
New York. Christian Peters, a Lutherf)..ll 
congregant, becomes surety to hSSer Levy 
for the loan. 

1671 The First Lutheran Church was built in 
New York 1671 "outeide the city gate because 

g round wa s cheap there was paid by money 
borrowed from the Jews . Christian Peters one of the Lutheran 
congregation became surety to Asser Levy for the loa~." (A. 
Grabner, Geechiche der ~b Kirche. St. Louie fJ.8917, I, 62). 

No ~ource is given for this statement. 



Thomas Sprey, defendent, is ordered to pay 
Asser (AesurJ Levy, the plaintiff, his 
debt of 178 floune. 

1671 January 17: ft BSur Levy, Pl t. v/s Thomas Sprey, or, 
New York deft . The plt. demands of the Deft . the 

su lll!De of f. 178 in Wampum with Cost. The 
deft. ownes t be debt. The court ordered the deft. imediately 
to gi ve in suff icient security for the payment of the ed. 
debt within the sya.ce of two months , toghether with cost of 
Suit. (Records of New Amster dam VI, 278). 

Pee o/'o . .i 3 / . 



1671, February 8: 
Ne• York 

aeser ( ~esur)Levy ia authorized to be 
an administrator of the late Jan 
Hendrie keen Steelman' s E:s tate 

Symon Jansn. Romeyn and J. seur Levy come 
into Court, who were here authorized by 
the Woshipff. Ma.yr, t o bury the dead body 

of the deed. Jan Hendricksen Stellman, and delivering the 
account of Expences incurr ed t hereon amounting t o the sum of 
three hundred and eighty eight guildre. and f our stivers in 
zee•an. and further to Mr. Hane Kiersteede for medicines the 
sum of twenty seven guilders in zeewan. they request, that 
said Expenses may be liquida ted and uaid out of the first end 
earliest monies; whereupon it i e ordered by the \1. Court; The 
curator s of the residuary e state of J an Hend:rickeen Steelman 
decea sed are hereby required to uay the s ai d accounts as pre
fe rred funeral exuensee before all others, f :ro!?l tbe fi rat 
effects.(Fecords of New AmeterdamJ VI7272 ). 

Thi s is the first time in New York that a Jew was appointed 
an ad~ini strator of an estate . 

See ly' o . ~ S d.. . 



1671, Februa ry 8: 
Ne" York 

New Amsterdam, VI, 

See Yo · ~~-

No. cJ ~I, 

Thomae Sprey is in default, in a 
suit instituted by P- eeer (Aesur) Levy, 
plaintiff, concerning a debt of 178 flouris. 

Aeeur 
deft. 
f~st 

271]. 

Levy, plt. v/e Thomae Sprey 
The Deft. remained ye . 

Court day default. (Records of 



1 671, Februa ry 8: 
Ne• York 

~rent Lintsman, defendant, is in default, 
in a suit brought by hsser (Assur) Levy, 
plaintiff. 

ARBUr Levy, Pltf. v/s Arent Lintsman, Deft. 
ye . f irst default. ~Records of New 
Ameterd~m, VI, 271J• 



1671, F'ebrltary 8: 
New York 

No. ;;... ~3-. 

Aseer (Assur) Levy brings a. suit 
against Engell Ottoe. The defendant 
is in default. 

A~~ur ~~vy, ~~~f. ~/~ E~~ell Ot~o~s, 
Deft. first d~fault. \Records of New 
Amsterdam

1 
VI, 2?1). - -



Ro .. ;)... 31, 

Rabb& Cooty (Coty), defenidant, sold 
the ttlaintiff, Cornelia ,,·on Borsum, an 
order for wheat due to Cooty from Aeser 
(Aseur) Levy. Levy refue1es to honor 
Cooty•s order to turn the •heat over 
to Van Boreum. The court, invalidates 
the sale. 

1671 March 28: Cornelia van Borsum, Plt. v/s Rabba 
New York Coty, deft. The Plt. saith that this 

def . Sould him a debt of 400 schipplee 
of Wheat due to him from Assur Levy. The Def. sRith that 
t he ed. Aaeur wae s not willing to pay it to the Pltf. The 
Court did decree tha.t such a sale could not stand good , 
excent the oarties concerned who must nay the debt is 
willing to accent of it. (Records of New Amsterdam VI, 
294) . - - - I 



1671, April 13: 
1>lbany 

Levy's lawyer's reQueet for an attach
ment of Wille~&s' s ~beat, no• in the 
possession of Dirck the S•ede· is granted. 
Levy, however, wi\• bave to give security. 

Herman van Gans ewoort, a ttorney for 
Asser Levy, a ppear i ng in court, eays 
that he bas caused an attachment to be 

~laced on wheat in the bands of Dirck the Swede, belonging 
t o Corneli e \, illemsz, residing at Sprinckfel t, in New England, 
and requests permission to levy t he same upon giving security 
therefor. The honorable court grant the request to levy, on 
condition of giving security. (O r dinary eese ion: Court Minutes 
o1 Al beny, Renseelaerswck, l!lld Schnectad,y, I, 236). - -



Jacob Lucena, plaintiff, ·brings suit 
against Thomas Davis bec~use the 
defendant did not deliver in Albany a 
dozen pair of stockings, belonging to 
the plaintiff. Davis i s to be given 
time to answer the charge •. 

1671, May 1 6 : Jac~b Lucena. Plt . v/s Tbmnas Davis, 
New York def . The Plt. declares t;bat be sbi'O'Oed 

on board the defts vessel a oe.rcel of 
Stockings to be Transported for Albany, One doz: . of web 
StocKings the def. hath not delivered there. Wberefor~ the 
Flt. Cr aves Judgement for the SRme with Cost . The def . by 
his Atturney Jno Sharu desired ti!lle to ans1'er to the next 
Court day. V/hich is allowed him. (Records of' ?~ ew .t\msterdem 
VI, 298 ), -- -

166 3. 

The case was brought to court on June 19, 16 71. Jacob 
Lucena won his suit from Thomas DP.vie on July 14, 1871, and 
was t o receive a do zen pair of stockings or their true value. 

Lucena was probably a merchant •ho sold stockings, among 
other items. This is not the first time that a Je~ in New 
Emsterdam or New York bad business in Albany. Asser Levy 
f requently made trips to albany for this reason. · 

Tr is is the first reference to Lucena, Since 166 3. 

See Yo 



16 71 June 6: 
New Amsterdam 

See fo . .l 3 t. 

No • .1. 3 7. 

Lucena , plaintiff, brings a charge 
aga inst Thomas Davis, in reference 
to undelivered stockings. The defendant 
Davis, is indefault. 

Jacob Lucena, Plt. v/e Thomas Davis def . 
2d default. (Records of New ~msterdamJVI 
302). - - ) 



1611 , June 6 : 
1'Tew York 

See ,.Y,, . i <./ ~ . 

Aeser (Assur) Levy, ulaintiff, brings 
~uit against Peters, def endant. ? eters 
i s in default. 

Aesur Levy, Plt. v/e Cbristiaen Pieters, 
def. The ·def: 1 default. (Record$. of 
New-Amsterdam VI,302). ------· ' 



No. :13'/. 

Bedloo and Dervall, plaintiffs, demand 
that Rabba Cooty (Coty) pay for the ketch 
that he purchased. 

1671,June 19: Mr. Isaacq Bedloo & M. \\m. Dervall, Plt. 
New York v/s Rabba Coty, Jewe, Def. The plts 

declare that on ye. 15th of this Preaantt 
Month June, they absolutely did Bargaine and sell unto this 
deft a Ketch Called y. Tryall with all hur furniture, in ye 
presentt Condition She Now iA Riding at sncor in this Rhoad, 
in Consideration of ye. summe of three Hundred poundz in 
flower at twentie sbiblings pr. hundred; and whereas ye. Def. 
now refuseth to stand to bis bargaine, ye Pl ts. humbly do 
desire Judgement of this Court for ye performance of ye ed. 
9ar~aine. (Records of ?lew A(llsterdam VI .. 3b5 ). 

This is the l~st reference to RRbba Cooty. After a five 
yea r so journ in New York, he probably left the colony. 



No.ol ~o. 

Jacob Lucena dem:'..Ilds a dozen pair of 
undelivered stockings from Thomas Davis . 
The court decidee :tbat if no agreement is 
reached, then the litiga:nts are to 
present witnesses in court. 

1 671 June 19: Jacob Lucena, P. v/s Tho·mas Davis, def. 
New York In case the parties do not agree betweene 

themselves befor e the· ne~t Court, then 
to bring in their V.itneeses to be decided by the 8~ Court. 
(Records of New Amsterdam,VIJ306 ) 

See ( !Vo . :t3~ . 



No.d.L//, 

Jacob Lucena wins-his suit from Thomas 
Davis f or one dozen pair of stockings. 
Lucena and Davie are to pay their own 
court charges . 

1671, July 14: Jacob Luc ena , P. v/s Thomas Davis, def. 
New York In an Act of t be Case. UPOn bearing of 

both ?artiee , the Worshipo . Court di d 
decree and Order that in case tbe Plt. bath made it at>oeare 
before Mr. Mayr de LavPll that he made delivery of the one 
dozzen of Stockene now in Controverie to this deft. as he the 
Plt. doth a lleadge he hath done, then the said Def. is to 
make pay~ent of the sa id one doz. of Stockings now missing 
to t he Plt. or the true Vallue thereof, and each prtie to 
pay t heir owne Charges. (Records of N...§.• Amsterdam, VI, 312). 

See ~o . .).. J C. 



1671, December 20: 
New y,ork 

No.J-t./;J.. 

A.sse:r (Assur) LeYY brings a. suit against 
Ohrisia.n Peters. trhe defendant is in 
default. 

Assur Levy, P. v/s Chrisian '.P·ieters, d.ef. 
the de:f. de:fau1 t. ( Rjico.:£9:8 Qi N...§.! ~~~m 
VI 351). 

,} 



1672 July 24: 
:New York 

No. ;<'-/.a, 

Aeser (Assur) Levy is a curator of Ja,n 
Copal 1 s estate. 

Jacob Kip and t~ssur Levy cu:r.atorE-J of 
the estate of Jt:i.n Copal requesting 
decision of the W:Oourt regarding the 

points agains·t Messrs. Steenwny, Hooghlant, Gabrie and Allard 
Anthony, the W: Cou:ct suspend the decision until the return 
of M)[. Hooghland from ,Albany. (R.eco..£9-S Q.i. ~flW~,A1~, VI_, 
381 • 



167 3, Ma,y 2(~: 
New York 

Asser (Assur) Levy is fl granter of a 
house to Jan Herberding 

As: 1673; The 26th o:f May; 
Did Assur Levy of this Citty Merchant 
for a vallua.ble Concide1•ation to him 

in hand paid By Jan Herberd.ing also of this Ci tty -- Transport 
& make over unto the sd. Jan Herberding his heirs & assigns a 
Certaine house and Lott of ground, within this Citty, scituate 
Lying and being on the northsyde of the highstreete, ab'att:ing 
or adoyning on the east to the house & ground of david Joohemse, 
on the south to ye said Street - on the West to the house and 
ground of wessel Evertse Bout, and on the North to a Oertaine 
Lane or Streete Commonly Oalled the Slycke Streete, Containing 
on the southsyde 'rwenty one foote and ·thre Enches, on the North 
Twenty one foote and six IncheA, on the Eastt~yde seven Rod and 
foure foote and six Inches - and as more a.s !Jarge is set forth 
In the said Transport -- signed by the sd. AsRu1~ Levy In the 
Presence of Aldermn; Johannes De Py st er, & Nicholas Ba.yard . 
Secrets; -- (l'iew York Deeds, 1673-1675; Found in PNYHS, 119137, 
13, 14). 



Aeser Levy won hie suit from Edweard 
Smith for 125 flo~ns, the balance o:f 
an account for trusted goods. 

1673, October 3: Asser Levy, pltf. v/s EdweR~d Smith, 
New York deft. pl t:f. demands fr om the def·t. the 

sum of fl 125, balance of a/c for 
trusted goods. Deft's wife a.ppears in Court, admits the debt, 
but requests a lit·ble dela.y, 8J3 her husband is on his return 
home. The W. Court orders, that the goods now in the de:ft's 
house shall be delivered under inventory into the hand's of 
the pl tf. so that they ma,y not be dimtnished., and there remain 
until furth~r order from the Court. (ReooJ:dS of N...§.YV 1\,m.s.t~rn 
VII J 4). 



167~S, October ~3 
New York 

No • .J.tjr;:,, 

Asser (Aesur) Levy protests that 
Dietloffsen, the Weigher of New York, 
has shown him ma.ny affronts. Levy 
asks tht·l,t he may be granted the eame 
privileges and freedoms thn.t the other 
(Christian?) inhabitants h~ve. 

On Assur Levy's petition setting forth 
in substance, that Olaes Dietloffsen, 
Weigher of this City, has offered him 

divers a.ffronts; and requesting that he ma.y be granted the 
same privileges and freedoms as are allowed to the other in
habitants of this pla.oe and that the above ni-1med DietJ.oft 
may be forbidden to moJ.e(·rt him hereafter; It is apostilled: 
The W. Court shall cause the abovemaned Clr1e s· Di etlof s to be 
summoned by the next Court day; when order shall be given, 
that a third affront shall not be hereafter offered to him, 
the petitioner. (Reoorqs of New AJ.UF terda;n .J VI I, 7). 



I 

No. ~ L/7. 

Asser (Assur) Levy is appointed a • 
trustee of the late Captain John l'Jlannningh 1 s 
estate. 

1673, October 27: 
Alba.ny 

'rherefo1·e ha.ire & deemed it necessary 
for the benefit of the common creditors 
to appoint some persons Oo~miesioners to 

wind up the t-tbovenamed Manningh' s estate; to which end I ac
cordingly have c9m~nissioned and qualified, do hereby commission 
and qun.lify Messrs Peter Jacobs Marius and Assur Levy as Oom-
mi ssioners over the estate left by the abovena,med John Manningh 
(Signed) A. Colve. (At a council held in Fort Willem Hendrick; 
Documents Helati:g,g to '!J:Le Co_19J:tlf}l 11..LE?.!lo.u of New Y.Q.r.l<, II, 647). 

___ ,., ______ o_. ____ _ 

See t/ o . .;i. S"v. 



I 

1674, li'ebruary 1: 
New York 

Le"Vy probably received a businei::s com-· 
munication from the ene:nw,.1 the Dutch. 
The fisoal's charge against Levy is 
diBoharged, beco .. use l1evy was not a home 
when the latter arrived. His wife, 
Levy clai medJ opened i ·t inadvertently 

The Fisoall, pltff. 
~:i.gainst 

Assur Levy, Deft. 
Pl tff. allege~ tha.t the Deft ha th contrary to the Proolamt:1. ti on 
of the 12th X er laf.1t, received. a. letter from New England; 
concludes that the Deft. should be condemned in a penalty 
according to the Proclamation. 

Deft. says he was not a home when the letter was brought 
to his house, and that his wife recei·1red it unwittingly, but 
did not read it. 

rrhe Governor-General and Counc:ll. having hea.rd the Deft 
1 
s 

excuse and read the letter, have let him off for this time, 
r::\,nd dismiss tbe Plt:ff 1 s complaint. (Documen.:!;;..s ~g tu. 
th~ Oolonia.1 Hi eto;r_y oj:_New York, I I, 684). 

Asse:r Levy was married, ea.rl.ier than October 1.2, 167~5. 



I 

1674, March 1?: 
New York 

No • .2 t/f. 

Asser (Assur) Levy, a.s a,n affluent in
habitant of the city is assessed 
2,500,00.00 in Holland currency by the 
Dutch who had ;just recaptured New York. 

Pursuant to a second order of the 
Governor-General, the following valuation 
was thi~s day extracted., in the City 

Hall of tbis city, by Oomrnissioners, from the second compiled 
valuation of the best and Most affluent inh~bitante of this 
city, to wit. _ . . Holland. Currency 
[.Lowest p.ssessment7 Adolph Pieterse .......... fl. 1,100.00.00 

·- .Assur Levy................ 2,500.00.00 
/highest assessment? Be.rent doerten ............. , 3,500.00.00 
TD.ooumen~:ts Relating to the Col9.llia1 fil.JitQrY o.f t.b..e 8.t.a.te .a...f 
N&1f-Yor\<;II, 699). 

__________ o_. ____ _ 

' 'l'his ta.x .... list was made up When the Dutch had recaptured the 
city and needed. money to meet extra.ordinary expenses (PAJHS, 
vr II LI9oo7, 11). 



I 

1674, July 14: 
New York 

No • .;J. r-o. 

Asser Levy is a trustee of the late 
ca,pta.in John Manningh Is (Manning) 
Estate. 

Commission Pieter Jacobsen Marius and 
Asser Levy to settle the claims against 
John Manning ( Cnl.en.dar o.1 JieJll toxk. 

1Ua:torio~J M~llJS.Q,E:i~nts, [1664-17767 X'X:III, 25; From :trgw Yo:i;:$: 
Colonial Manusc:r ipts, XXiii, 366 ). , 
rt1 ·-·~\111~~ 

0 _.. .. _._ .. ..._ .... .,.a___ --"'-'-"'""1 .. _..,_.........,._.,_. 

See N tJ . ;;>.... t/ 7. 



No • .;:is-1. 

Aeser Levy is the lawyer of Charles 
Huysman. 

1674, September 18:Aeeer Levy appears in Court and exhibits 
New York a judgment pronounced by this Court in 

date 10th July last in favor of Charles 
Juysman against Adri.aen Vinoen-t, together with the rendered 
service; he demands exucution thereof. Ordered, that if 
Adriaen Vincent, the deft., does not pay within 8 days 
according to his answer rendered on the service, the Bebout 
i El then ordered to put said judgment into execution. (R~s 
91 ~ ~ms.t~rr.9·~·U1_,VII,122). 



Aseer Levy is an administrator of the 
late Jan Hendricksen 8teelman 1 e estate, 

1674, September 28: Appeared before us undersigned Schepens 
New York of the Oi ty of N'ew Orange in New Nether-

land the undersigned administrators of 
the estate left by deceased Je.n Hend:ricks:.:r. StE-)elman alias 
Ooopall •.. 

(PNYHS, 119137, 47, 49) 

t.Tacob Keys 
Asser Levy 

----... _o _____ ·-··-·-

. See ,Yo· . .;i.3 o . 



No . .2 f"~. 

Adriaen Janeen, plaintiff, deelaree that 
he gave, Jacob Lucena, the defendant, an 
order for wheat f rom Pallngh, in payment 
of a debt that the olaintiff owed the 
defendant. Lucena refuses to release 
J aneen from the debt, stating that he 
.Jacob Lucena, bad secured in payment of a 
debt which ualingb owed Lucena. 

1674 October 30: Adriaen Janeen, pltf. v/e Jacob Leucena, 
New York deft. Pltf. e~ye, he l ast year gave deft. 

an order to receive from Mr. Palingb at 
the Esopus for pltfs. a/c 25 skepels of •heat in payment of 
what t he pltf. owed the deft, which •hea t t he deft. also 
r eceived, but he deft, refuses the pltf . a release, holding 
the sa id ~beet, for what said Paling owed him the deft . Deft. 
says , he received the wheat on hie own a/c from Pa ling and 
not on his, pltfs., a/c The~ Court decree,that if the pltf. 
can prove that Palingh delivered the wheat t o deft. f or ~~ a 
a/c , then def t . shall r eceipt tberfor to the oltf . {Records 
~ New Ameterda:n. VII, 1 35. 136). 



No. ~ s</. 

A verdict is rendered in the suit between 
Asser Levy (Aeear Levi) and Jan Janeen 
van Kirk 

1674, December 16: Verdicts rendered at the Gravesend 
Ne• York Sessions in suits between Aesar Levi and 

Jan Jansen van Kirk . (Calendar oj'. ~York 
~istorical M,e.nuscri!ts, XXIV, 33; From New York Colonial. 
anuscripts, XXIV, 2). 



No • .JS!". 

Ieaac Continho asks to be made ad
ministrator of the . .Sstate of Edward 
Rawlings. Rawlings bad goods in partner
ship with Isaac Continbo, Isaac Perero, 
and Abraham and I eaac Parveh. 

1676, October: Wee the Kayor and Alderman of this 
New York City of New York, Hereby certify that 

whereas there was several goods and 
merchandizes in Company with Ieaac Perero Abraham and Ieaac 
Farveh, which said goods were consigned to Issac Continho 
;ind Edward Rawlins, In Company. And the said Edward Rawlings 
being lately drowned and an Inventory of the Estate so consigned 
in Co~pany was made the 17th of this Instant October, under the 
hands of Cornelius Steewych John Innyan, Nicholas Savard and 
Nicholas Blaske ammounting to L 277 19s 6 d Reference t~ereto 
may avpear. ~nd the Said Issac Continho having not only 
exhibited the sa id Inventory unto the Court , end aleo given 
suf ficient security to our Soveriegn Lord t he Xin~ Charles 
t he 2nd the sum of L 500 to answer the same. Therefor her eby 
oray P. your Honour that you will be pleased to grant him Letters 
of Administration of the said estate in Company. (Abstract 
of 'I.ills, Liber 1-2, 148 New York Collections of 1892J New Yofk 
Historical Society Publication

1
Abstracte of Wills Ll665-1707 39) . 

Isaac Continho and Abraham Pereira, Jews, were made free 
deni zens i n the Barbados on Septemoer 15, 1669 . (PAJHS , 
XVIII, J_l90~, 131). 

Probat y Continho, Pereira ar e the ea~e people as Continho 
and Perera. Names were frequently spelled in various ways. 

See ,Y0 . .1..J"b . 



., 

1676, October aob: 
New York 

Issac Continho is made administrator 
of the a;s tate of J:Gdward P. nwlins. 

Whereas Edward Rawlins of thi8 city, 
merchant,· was lately unfortunately 
d.rowned, a.nd dted interst1:i,te. 11 Having 

goods, etc. in partnership with Issac Oontinho, Issac Perera, 
and Abraham Farveh, to the amount ofR 27'7, as appears by an 
inveri.tory made by ,Jopm Innya.n, Cornelius S'teenwych, Nicholas 
Bayard and Nieholas 131.ashe. 'l1he sn.id Issac Oontinho is made 
administrator October 20, 167E). (PN;YHS. LlB927, 38-39). 



No. ~ S-?, 

The court, orders the defendant, Jan 
:~ar tenee, to pay, Ass er Levy, plaintiff 
the money owed him arising from a bond 
Levy~•~in repayment of a debt, is granted 
8 per cent interest instead of desired 
ten per cent. 

1677, .hpril 3: ¥rm. Loveridge, attorney for neser Levy, 
"' ' ' ) ...,, ':<- plaintiff, a~ inst Jan 11artense, defendant . 
Th e plaintiff demands of the defendant on behalf of the aforesaid 
~sser the sum of fl. 144 in beavers and 18 gl. in seawan, with 
interest, arising from a bond d&ted hugust 15 , 1672. He 
reque ste payment with the interest of l~ and all the expenses 
incurred. 

The defendant's wife, appearing, admits the debt, but says 
t bat she paid 50 schepels on account. 

The honorable court, having beard the parties, condemn tbe 
defendent to nay the olaintiff the content e of the bond ( lese 
~ha t ha s been . duly pai d theron) with interest at 6~ and all the 
e xoenses incurred, according to the terms agreed upon in the 
bond. (Court ~inutes of Albany, R~nnsselaerwyck, 'U)d 
Scbnect~y, II, 213). 



N 
:JS-~. 

0. 

Asser Levy's demand for 198 boards for 
12 sheep sent to the defendant, Gerrit 
Teunise, is gr anted. 

1677! August 14: Mr. Asser Levy, plaintiff, against 
1 ir,... 1 ) olt. \<_ Gerri t Teunise, defendant. The plaintiff 
demands of the defendant 198 boards for 12 sheep which be sent 
to the defendant last fall and for ~hich he was to send down 
the boards at the first opportunity, which he has thus far 
failed to do. He claims damages and co~peneation for lost 
time, having kept a boat here to ship the same according to 
his promise. Default of the defendant. The honorable court, 
having taken the matter under consideration, condemn the 
defendant to deliver the 198 boards to the plaintiff within 
t he space of twice twenty-four hours, with the costs of the 
suit, on pain of exec·ut ion. (Court Minutes of Albany , 
Rensselaerwyck , and SchnectadV ,=rr, 259). - - --



1678 , January: 
Ne?< York 

No. ~ 5"1. 

Asser Levy i s g iven leave to build a 
slaughter house. His partner i s Gerrit 
Jansen Rose . 

Asser Levy 1'ae gr anted leave t o build a 
slaughter hou se at the East end of wa11 
Street hlld to "take Garret J e:.nseL Ross 

a s a partner." ''All per sons should have liberty to kill and 
hang t herein mea t. 11 (Oe\tqe , Marketbook Q! L..I..; Minutes of 
t h e Com.~on Council, I, 6?, 68 , Book of Patents V, 34, 
Secreta ry of •state' s of fice, Albany , N. Y.; PAJHS , XXV, 
/19177, 42). - -



No.;Jt" . 

Governor Andros of New York states 
there are Jews in bis colony. 

1678, april 16: 26: There are Religions of all sorts, 
Ne• York one church of England, severall 

Preebiterians & Independants, Quakers 
& hnabaptists, of severall sects, some Jews, but presbiteriane 
& Indeoendts most numerous & eubstantiall. (~nswere of 
Governor Andros to Enquiries about Ne• York; Documents 
Relating ..l_o the Colonial Histox:y of New York, III, 262\•, also 
Ecclesiastical Records of New York, It 709; also, Documentary 
History Cl£ Ne• York, 0 108.llaghan, I92J. . 

Sir Edmund Andros was appointed in 1674 by the Duke of 
York, Jamee II, ~overnor of New York and the Jerseys . 
(Dictionary of American 3ibliog~py, I, 300) 



No. 01. t, I. 

Jacob Lucena petitions for a pass to go 
to Albany and Esopus trade in order to 
collect many debts that are owed to him. 
The petitioner, a dweller in the colony 
for 22 years, wants the same orivilege 
as other traders. 

1678, august Petition Jacob Lucena 
New York Petitioner has been a d1reller in the 

Collony for the space of 22 years and 
upwards and hath ser'Yed o.n apprenticeship and done Trading 
fo r himself for the space of 8 years and upwards •• .• e.Ld 
hath bad the privilege to trade to Albany and Esopul without 
any Let or hindrance as other traders and dealers have done. 
Has now 6hipped goods intending to go there, ignorant of any 
Law or Ordinance prohibiting the same, but i s not allowed to 
go without a pass from your honors. If not obtained, it •ill 
be very injurious to Petitioner, he having sundry debts due 
to him in these places •hicb now be might obtain and ye sloop 
stay ing on hie charge. (Calendar 21 New YJ21:}c Historical 
MA.nuscript, [f..664-177§7, XXVIII; TranRlation in PA~S, III, 78). 

This i s the lest reference to Jacob Lucena. However, 
there is a reference t o ~robably another Jacob Lucena en 
July 15, 1699. 

Even though Lucena ae a freeman was granted certain 
econo~ic rights in New York City, he did not have ~paten~ 
to have commerce in other parts of New Netherland. 



16 79, i:o.y 16 : 
Ne" York 

No . .;2. '- 01. 

As ser Levy merchant; i s Executor of 
Creesen's Estete. 

\'1hereas annetje Cl aa R Cre s sens , Date 
widow of Daniel Lische of this city, 
decea sed, d i d in h er l a st will give to 

Hermanus Jansen, her son by a former husband t he Rum of 
400 guilders "seawant" and unto Anne Litsche her daughter 
by the l a tter the Like sum .o.ndha.ving de s posed of the re!Ilai!lder 
of the esta te that she died possessed of to the Children of 
her s a i d s on a nd daughter during their l ives and then to her 
children. ~nd d id appoint in Thoma s Lambext s of Bedford 
upon Long Island,. ca r penter, a nd Mr . ASser Levy of this City, 
merchant, executore, a nd having made uroof of the will •hich 
rema ins in the Secretary's office. They a re confirmed Uay 16, 
1679. (Abstraot ;of q ille: Liber 1-2 233 Collections 1892, 
New York P.ietorical Society 0ublicat1~n / PNXHS7 hbstract of 
i': i 11 er: 58 ). 



1680 , Apri l 21: 
N e~ York 

No. ;2. ~ ~ . . 
Ri char d Levey , Mr . I s sa ck , I s r a el H el~e, 
Henw ic~ J acobson ar e menti oned i n a 
c ensus of r e sponsi bl e house~eepe and 
their familie s i n Hew York. 

These a re to certify the Honor nble Sir 
Edmond Andr os K.mt , Gouverno Generall 
of Ne1' Yorke a nd all h i s Royal Highness ' 

Terri torys in Americ a of ye Inhabitants y t are Res pon s ible 
house k~epers & t heir fa1U.ly 1 s Inhabi~ing Ce ddr Creek , Murtber 
Y. 111, S J ones a nd Duck Cree~ . In 8 J ones and Duck Cr eek 
•. . .. Richard Levey . •.•• 2 in f amily •• • .• Mr. I saack •. . .• 
2 in family. These a re ye f mnily s f 1om ye uper part of Ceda r 
Crick t o ye uppe r part of Duck Creek be ing 99 person s t o ye 
bes t of ye knowledge of him who Rema ines you Honrs most hu~ble 
cervan t . 

Pa ssa.yunck 
Robert Ash.'!lan 
Thomae Jacobson 

Cal l coons Rook 
I Ar a el l-!e l me 
Henri e~ J ac obson 

Ma r quesse Ki l l 
( Oensu R of t he ~e soon sible Housekeepe r s a nd t he i r Fa mili eF ; 
Document s Re l 2t i ng ~ tM C.2.l..QnUJ l Ri et ory o.f the !il,at.e ..of 
l~~ Y..a.r.k.., XI I, 646 , 6 4? , 6 48 ) . 

There i s no i ndica t i on as t o the reli~ion of t he a bove 
i~dividu~ l s . They were pos s i bly J ewi sh . Ros enback does 
no t bel i eve Ri chard Lev7y t o b e J ewi sh . ( PAJHS, V, Ll89'l], 
: 14'l 



1681, J:.nril 19 : 
Al bany 

AAser Levy van S•ellem is a witness to 
the contract of a sa le of a bre~ery and 
house e.t Albany . 

Hereto sa id contract ing narties bind 
their persons and ERtates, nothing 
excepted, subject :to all lords, courts, 

tribunal s and judges and they have subscribed t his with their 
own hands (in ~resence of Adriaen Gerritsen and Aseer Levy van 
S°f'elm called aei:wi tnees es hereto) in Ne~ Albany. 

1.. s wi tneeeee: 
~driaen Gerreteen 
J. sser Levy van SWellem . 

(Contract of sale of brewery and house and lot at Albany from 
Pieter Lassen and Sybrant van Schaick to Gerrit Bancker; 
Natanal Papers 1 and 2, 1660-1596 , EirlY Records S1J: WY~ 
County of ~ lbany and City of Rensee aersyck, III, 517 ) • 

• 



No • ..l f,J: 

Letters of a-Oministration of the lete 
Asser Levy's Estate are granted to his 
Widow, !&aria. 

1682 , Auril 24: Letters of Ldministra tion on estate of 
New York ~ seer Levy granted to Maria his Wi dow April 

24, 1682 . {Abstracts of Wills Liber 1-2 
423 Collection of 1892 New .Y2.rk Historical Society Puhl1cations 
I - 112 0) 

Asser Levy, urobably died between horil 19 , 1681 and 
Auril 24, 1682 . 



1681/2, May: 
:1 eiir Yo rlc 

[ls9i], 9) no 

No . .;J. (,, ~, 

Joseuh Bueno nurchased a cemetery in 
trust for the Je~ish Nation. 

"Joseph Bueno purchased a cemetery 
from William and 1Aary Merrit in trust 
for the Jewish nation." (PAJBS, I, 

source is given; cf Index to volume XXVII). 

Joseoh Bueno may have belonged to the famil) of Bueno de 
MeeQinta , and dropned the latter oart of his n~me. This is 
our first mention of Joseoh Bueno in Ne• York. He was 
financ i ally prominent in New York, so much so, that Lord 
Bellomont, governor of the colony in 1700 made use of his 
Pervice~in pecuniary affairs. Joeenh Bueno is mentioned ~it~ 
other Jews: Issac Cohen de Lara (April 1 4 , 1699); Saul Brown 
(April 9, 1700). Bueno was a leading Jew in the colony of 
New York from 1 682 to hie death in 1708. In the tax liste of 
1695-1699, a Mrs . Bueno is mentioned; and on July 15, 1689, 
a Mr s . Alice (ox, alias Bueno is referred to, indicating 
possibly that J.oseoh Bueno was married, or had family in New 
York. 

See No . .J 2 . 



1682, October 28 : 
New York 

No. (). t, 7. 

The Reverend Henry Selyne etatee in a 
letter to the Clae~ie of Amsterdam, 
tbat the Jews in New York have their own 
seoarate meetings. 

The En~lish resident s here worship in 
our Church buildinR, enterin~ and occupy
ing it immediately a fter our morning ser

vice . They read their Oomoon r rayer" ••. There is here a lso 
a Lutheran church with a minister, (Bernadue Areneius) who 
lives in this city during the aum'ller, but at New Albany in 
the winter. Besides, we have ~uakers, Jews, and Labadiets, 
all of whom bold their own separate meetings. The Quakers 
are the most numerous, the Jews come next, o.nd the Labadiets 
are t he fewest. (Reverend Henry Selyns to the Classie of 
~msterdam. Extract in Mints. Synod H Holland, 1683. Art 11; 
~ccleeiaetical Records of the State of Ne• York II, 829, 830) 

The Jews had to fi ght to gain ri ghts in the New ~ or lrl. 
On March 13, 1656 , the Jews •ere dened religious freedom 
in New amsterdam. For the first time, now, they a re ~entioned 
a s having their own separ ate meetings. It is impossible to 
i~agine, however, tha t the Jews did not have their own 
services, even in New i.msterda~. 



No. ~ "T, 

Tombstone of Benjamin Bueno de Mesquita• 

1683 Beneath this stone is buried. 
New York He who was Benjamin Bueno de Mesquita . 

Died - and from this world •as taken On 
the fourth of Heshivan. His blessed soul. Here from the 
living separated. h&it for thy God~ Who will revive The 
dead of His people in mercy To enjoy without end Eternity. 
( This verse is translated from the Portuguese; PAJHS, I 
[f.a9y 92). 

Yr. N. Taylor Phillips believes this to be the oldest 
memori al stone ma rking any Je~ieh grave in the City of 
Ne• York. It is in the cemetery, situa ted on New Bowery . 
~ccording to Kayserling , Benjamin Bueno de Mesquita •as a 
membe r of a •ell-known Soenish-Portuguese Jewish fRmily of 
Amsterdam (PAJBS, II, Lf.89!7. 76). Friedenwalk disolays a 
petition rritten on June 23, 1664, that Benjamin Bueno De 
Me squita of the Portuguez Nacon. Merchant now Resident in 
the I sle of Jamoica " asks for denization f r om Charles II. 
He was soon banished from Ja.mica . (PAJHS, V /J691] 49, 69-70). 
Fro~ Ja~& icR, he probably mi grated to New York . 

.. 

• 



No.~ ~9. 

Licensee are granted to Asher Michelle 
De Paul, Joseph Bueno, bbraham 
Desosamendes to trade and traffic in 
New York. 

1683, February 8: License to Asher Michelle De Paul, 
Ne~ York Joseph Bueno, Abr. Desosamendes to 

trade and traffic within the city of 
New York ~e. lender 2L ll.C!f l.S2l:lc Hietorical Ma.nuscr1 pte 
Ll664-l 776 XXIv, 154). · 

• 

One of the, daughters of Asber Michelle de Paul married 
R Samuel Levy\PAJHS, XXXIII, Lf.9157, 201 ) 

~braha~ DeeosamendeP ie usually ralled Abraham de Sou~a 
Mendes. He was made a denizen in 1670, in the reign of 
CbArles II (P4JBS, XX, [r91J:l, 111). He naid ta~es in 
Barbados in 1680). It ie definitely established that 
Abraham de Souza Mendes was Jewish. 



No. a2 '?0. 

The grounds and buildin~s left by heser 
Levy were anpreieed a tf 218, whereas the 
slaughter house outside t be gate of the 
ci~y, was vnlued at f 18. 

1683, February 9 : Inventory of Estate of Asser Levy of 
New York New York February 9, 1683. Lot and build-

ing a t t he water gate L 218. Sl aughter 
house and oen without the gate in Comoeny with Gerrit Janee 
Roos , with all privellegee according to the nRtent L 18 Total 
L 553 Taken by Cornelius Steen"Yck, John LA.wrence, N. Bayard 
Thomas Coddington. (Abstract of Will Liberl-2 4~7: Collecton 
tl l..W ~ Y.Qrk Historical Society Publication I 123-4). 

The water ga te was at t he foot of Wall 
ond buildin~ were on the southwest corner 
stree t s, t he Sl aughter house and pen were 
of the Stree t : - {ibid p 123). 

Stree t . The l ot 
of Wall and Pearl 
on the Nor th aide 

In 1678, Aeeer Levy had built a oublic sl aughter house. 

Levy must have been quite wealthy. 



1683, May 1: 
New York 

occuoa ti on of 
Court Minutes 

No.a?1. 

Symon and Davi d Va lentine Van der Wilder 
are allowed to exerci se the occunation 
of butcher in New York Oity. 

Unon the petit i on of Symon and David 
Valentine Van der Wilden they are admitted 
and allowed t o exercise t he trade and 

butcher within this city and precints. (Us.yore 
Manuscript, Found i n PAJHS, XXV, /5.9177, 42). 

This i s our first reference to Symon Valentyn van der Wilden 
in New York. He appears for the most part in a suit against 
~nsell Samuel Levy f or a sum of 1000 pounds . Symon Valentine 
is mentioned in South Carolina from 1696 to 1698. Be was very 
or osperous there and was one of the first Jews naturalized in 
tha t orovince. 

Pe r haps , David Valentine van der V1 ilden i e a rel a ti on of 
Symon Val entyn van der Wilden. David Valentine, a Jew, appears 
in ta.Jt li s t of New York from 1695-1700. 

See 

Ther e were many Jewi s h butchers i n the Ne~ ~orld in t he 
seventeenth century: Issac Nanhtali , Mo ses Lucena, Aeser 
Levy , and An sell Samuel Levy, Joseph Is aacs . 

5£~ y. . ..J~ ,) -



No . ~/.;J. 

Derrick J aneen , pla intiff , stated t hat 
Isaack Asher, sold him an unhealthy negro, 
and t herefore t he plaintiff desires .to be 
dischar ged from ea.id barg&in. The court 
declares the bargain void. 

1683 , Septe~ber 18: Derrick J dneen ver Isaack Asher. The Plt. 
~ ew York Declared in an acti on of the CRse for that 

t he deft. bad sold t o hi!!l a Negro man for 
the Sum~e of Eighteen pounds wch he warranted to be sound and 
Hea lthy but proved unsound and Diseased and prayed to be dis
charg ed from sd ba r gain and that the deft might returne bis 
mony Rg&ine The deft denied any such warranty. Partyee wi th 
t hei r Evi dencyes being fully heard and examined ~nd matter 
Debated I t was refferred to the juTy which found for the Pl tf 
The Negro to be Returned and l i kewise the mony and the f ormer 
barga in to be Voyd . The Cour t accepted t he ~erdic t and gave 
J udgm accordingly. 

The deft moved for R Revie~ web is granted to be heard 
t he Next Court. (Quasi Equity Business· Selec t C~ses of 
the U)yors Court of IL Y. Cit){l674-178~ ~M. C.JJ . 1689- 95 
f. 78 • 

Isaack Aeher WRs urobably Je~ish. There i s a Pebecca 
h shers who wae buried in t he Ne~ Bowery ce~etery in 1740, 
bu t no mention ie made of an Isaack . 



No • .2/.a. 

'Stlly,Ln act of the J.ssembly of Ne• York, 
ontY.Chriatians can be na turalized. 

1683, November 1: Titles of acts paaeed at 1s t session of 
New York let a ssembly of Colony of New !ork . An 

~ct for nRturalizeing all those of forreigne 
Nat ions at prsent inhabiteing •itbin this province and pro
fessing Christianity and for Encouragement of others to come 
and settle ~itbin tbe same. (Jqµr?A]. .S2! ~Leiislative 
Council Qf ~ Colony of New Yorkl691-174YAlbany, Z1asif 
XII). 

Jews, a re , therefore, incapable of naturaliza tion. 



N o.;)..?~. 

Governor Dongan states that there are 
"some Jews" in New York 

1684, February 22·: Every Town ought to have a Minister. 
Ne~ York New York has first a Chaplain belonging 

to the Fort of the Church of England; 
secondly a Dutch Calvinist, t hirdly a French Calvinist, 
fourtby a - Dutch Lutheran -- Here bee not many of tbe Church 
of En~land ; few Foman Catbolicks; abundance of ~uakere 
oreachers men and ~omen eepeci~ lly; Sing in~ Quakers; Ranting 
Quakers; Sabbatarians; ~nti-~abbatartans; Some a nabaptiste 
so~e Indeoendants; some Jews; in short of all sorts of 
opinions there are some, and tbe most part, of none at all. 
(Governor Dongan's Report of the State of the - rovince As 
to ~ eligion; Document s · Relating to t he Colonial St a te of 
Ne1V York, III, 116; Documentary History of New York_, I, 116 ) .. 



No . ~?S. 

Abraham Moll i s ordered to appr ai s e 
t he barque the New Pr~d§nce 

16 84 , Jun e 10 : Order to •• • Abraham !loll • • . t o make 
New Yo rk an appraisemen t of t he biarQue l~ew 

Providence, and t o reoort thereupon 
( Calen~ar of New Yor k Hi s t or ical ~uecrip ts, 1664-1776 , 
XXXIII • ---

A t a x li s t of December, 1 699 , reads, ".Ab r aham lloll hou se 
ye Jew h i s dwelli ng hou s e & c • " brabam .:lol l may hav e been 
a non-Jew, however, who sheltered Jews i n hi1s hou s e . 



No. c) 'J ?. 

Moses Aboab of New York is granted a 
license to trade and traffic within t ne 
ci ty, like the rest of the inhabitants. 

1684, June 25: License. ilosee Aboab of New York to 
New York trade and traff ic like the rest of the 

inhabitants •ithin the city , during 
plea sure (Calendar _gJ hJe York Hi storical Manuecr1 pts, 
Lf.664-177§{, XXXI II, 130). . 

Thi s is our only reference t o .foses hboab. There is no 
i ndi cation a s t o bis r eligion, other t han the distinc t iveness 
of his name. Uany Jewish Aboabe appeared in history at t his 
t i me . Jacob Aboab , a J ew debtor, departed for New Amsterdam 
on June 8 , 1654. Raphael Aboab was a orominent Je~ in 
Surina i m in the seventeenth century. There was an ~boab 
family - Jewish - in Curacaco , in 1650 etc. 



1684, July 1: 
Jilbany 

No • .77 7 • 

• 
Uarea Levy's lawyer •ine a suit f or 120 
fldl6ne in Seawan, a debt owed to her 
later husband, Asser Levy, by the 
defendant, Jheronemue. The eeawan 
originally belonged to ~seer Levy's 
brother-in-law, Sfmon Valentyn vander 
Wilden. 

Jan Becker, Attorney for iriam Levy, 
administratrix of the estate of heser 
Levy, plaintiff aga inst Geetruy Jeronimus, 

defendant. The plaintiff, in his said capacity, demands ac
cor d ing to advice received from hie orincipe.l, the restitution 
of a sum of fl. 296 in string seawen, left on Anril 20, 16 81 
by hRser Levy in the hands of the defendant, which seawan 
belong to ~~lentyn van der Wilde in return for which the 
defendant has sent 8 beavers, which According to J. Bleeker~e 
memorandum •ere worth 22 gl. aoiece, amounting to fl. 176, so 
that tbere rema ins due in strinp. seawan fl, 120. 

The defendant's attorney, Adriaen Apnel, produceR a letter 
f rom ·u r i a"!l Levy, dated Yay 31 last, from which be conclude A 

t hat t he case RB a whole is discontinued, as mention is made 
in it of settling t he mat ter in love end friendshio. Further
more, he ~roduce s a settlement of account~, da ted Aoril 19, 
1681, according to which t his account of seaw6n is liquidated, 
t he ul aintiff on her oart acknowledging tb~t t he eeawan in 
question was duly r eceived by Asser Levy and tha t 8 beavers 
~ nd 1 otter were naid on account. 

Va lentyn vander Wilde, being prePent in comb, acknowledges 
tha t he r eceived 8 beavers f rom bis brother-in-law, Asser Levy, 
•hich Mr. Jan (Juna ensen Becker) sent down with a letter 
written for the said Geert: lY in September 1681, asking him 
to have pa tience as to t he remainder of the eeawan and stating 
that with the 8 beavers there wRs a piece of an otter, but 
that it was not worth anything. 

The honorable court, having heE::.rd tbe oarties on both ~ides 
~nd eJtamined the documents and paoer, adjudge the power of 
atto rney to Mr . Jan to be valid, not~iths~anding the letter 
which ie produced, al so that t he settlement of accounts is 
da ted the day before the delivery of the seawan. Therefore, 
they condemn the defendant t o oay t he nlaintiff the sum of 
fl. 120 in strung se~wRn, demanded with costs . (.Ex tra
ordinary aession held in Albany; Court Minutes of AlbPny , 
F eneeelaerewyck, and Schnectady , III, 463). -



No. tJ 7 3'. 

Ansell (Answell) Samuel Levy petitions 
for release from prison in 0r der to 
testify in a ca se with Symon Valentyn 
van der Wilde, concerning the Estate of 
the l a te ~seer Levy . 

1684 , October 28 : Petition answell Samuele Levy, to be 
New York released from i mprisonment and g r anted 

a hearing of the ca se between him and 
Simon Valentyne van der V.ilden, about t he non-performanc e of 
an awa rd concerning the estate of hsser Levy, deceased. 
(Ca l endar of New York Historical Manuscripts , ll664-177§7, 
XXXII, 119; ~York Coloni~l Manuscripts, XXXII, 110) . 

Accor di ng t o Foeendale, a oavid Le~, who is nr obably 
hnsell Samuel Levy , married h sser Levy e widow, ~tria· 
~ymon V~lentyn was the oretended heir of Asser Levy and 
cla i med t o be en t itled to the- land of the deceased . Ansell 
~Rde a deal with Symon, and Levy was t o deliver t he Estate to 
him. (PAJHS, III, {J.8957, 68-71). 

I f Symon Valentyn •s sister were the ~ife of Aeser Levy, 
as is oossible , then t hi s relationshio was the basis of 
Sy!!lon ' t: cl? i m. 

In all probabilities , Ansell Samuel Levy wa s jailed because 
of Valentyn. An sell' s na~e ori~inally was nrobably Amschel. 
This i ~ an illust r a t i on of the r aoi d i ty of assi milia t i on in 
respect to na rnfs . 



Aeeer Levy and Maria (Ma r garet) Levy , 
bot h of New York, obt ain a marri age 
license. 

1684 , December 2 3 : Marriage l icense . Aeeer Levy and Mar gAret 
New York Levy bo~h of thi s city of N e~ York. 

(Calendar .J2._f New Yor k , Historical 
V.anuscriot e , 1664-1776 , XXXIII, 134; From ~ York Co l onial 
Uanuacriut s , XXXIII, 76 ) . 

See f/o . ~ I"" c> 



No. :iro . 

Asser Levy and Marie Levy obtain a 
marriage license. 

1584: Asser Levy and !!aria Levy (Nemes of 
Ne" York Persons for •hom Llarriage L!Censee 11'ere 

Issued ..Qy th~retary of the Province 
of New York, Previous to 1784, 232). - _ ., 

Thi e Asser Levy may have been t he son of the late Asser 
Levy. 

It is s trange that t he wife of t his Asser Levy has the 
sa~e neme as the wife of the ori~inal Asser Levy. 

See tjo . ~7 ? . 



1685, 
New York 

'N ~fl;, . o. 

William Hallet brings action against 
Symon Valentyn vander Wilde for 20 
pounds & dam1i1.ges 

Action. Wm. Hallet against f:3ymon 1 p 
Valen tine va.n der Wi lclen; case; damage a;,~ 
80; returnable iD:. Apr·il n§xt. (Oalenda.r 

of' ~ York ~~9.~2.r,icfll_~~:r.ipts ll664-J.7767, XXXI~ 
lfew YorkOolonial lJianuBcripts, XXXIII,335) 



16 8 5 , March 19 : . 
Nevr York 

No. :J.,Jl.-;i., 

Joseph Bueno and Comnany have goods 
r:ihi pped. on boa.rd the Susama for 
Surinam~ 

Bill of lading for goods shipped by 
Tho. Wenham, Jos Bueno and Co. on 
board of the Susanna of London, Thomas 
Hill, m1-1.ster..i. for Surinam (oa~::i.r of 

New .York Historical lffan\1.§cr]J2.:ts L16eA-17?E>7, XXXIII, 115; 
IProm New York Colonial ;\•ia.nuscripts XXXIII, 115). 

-- ~-'"-"" --- ""'Jllll'l"'"".U-,,..., .. ,.,.,.,,,_~..,,,-

---·-·-··--·0----~----
JoBeoh Bueno rece·i ved. a license to trade a..nd tra.ffic in 

New York on F'ebruary 8, 1683. On May 15, 1694, he and Ann 
Cuyler were two thirds owners of the bugantine Rebecca. 
Joseph Bueno was 1 no doubt, active in the shipping industry; 
as were other Jews. Bueno aeeme to have intereRts in 
Surinam. 



J an Tanissen is g iven a c~pias against 
David V~lentine van der Welden fo r 30 
oounds damages. 

1686 , august: Caoias to J en Tuniesen against Dp.vi d 
New York Valentine van der \': ilden; tresoase upon 

the case; da.'llRgel. 30. (Ca.lendar .JU ~1V 
Yor k Historical !~anuscriots, ff.664-17767, XXXIII, 149; From 
New York Colonial Manuscriots, XXXIII, 314). 

2ee A/o . )...7/, 



No . ~~ 

A capi 3s i e g iven to Denne against 
Ansell SC muel Levy , butcher, fo r 
dP.mmages a~ounting t o t~enty nounde . 

1685 , Sept emoer 14 : Capiaa to Chri s t onhe r Denne p~a inst 
New York Ansell Samuel Levi and Garret t P.ene , 

butchers; dam~e 5 12 ( C?. l enda.r J;)1. 
New Yor k Hist orica l ...anuscripte, Ll664-17767, XXXI II, 149 ; 
Ne-,; ~Colonial Manueorfots, XXXIII, 319T. --



No . c:1. TS: 

s y:non Valentyn van der ~· ild~bungs a 
capias ag~inst .&nsell Samuel Levy for 
1000 pounds , plus 20 · addi tional oounds 
for da..'tlages. 

1685 , Sep tember: Capias, Si mon Valentine van der u ilden 
~ew York aga inst ansell Sa!!ll. Levy; nlea of S 

1000 ; damanges i: 20; Court of Dyer and 
Ter miner; \';m. Nicolls. (Ca lendar ~ ~"' 1Q.U Historical 
Manuscripts, ~664-177§7 , XXXIII, 150; New York Colonial 
lfanuscripts , XXXIII, 320J. - --

See t{, . d- 71 . 



1687, Janua ry 2: 
New York 

Issac Henriquez is !DB.de H. freeman 

Freeman Iesac
0

Heneiquez l(Ne111 York 
Histo rical Society Pubil.Patton. 
L1aa§J , 54) 

·.nn I. Hunez Henrique s , Je1', appears in a l ist of licensed 
slaughter s of New York in 1736 . 

?erhaus I. Nunez P. enrique s 113 the s ame "Oe Jrson a~ I ssac 
:1enriquez. 



1687 , April 27: 
Ne1'1 York 

No. c).tf'7, 

Si "llOn Bona.n is made a fJreeman. 

Freeman Simon Bonan 
(PNYHS Ll.88§/ , 54). 

Simon Bonan is definitely called a Je111 onl Wiy 3, 1699. 
at tha t ti~e , hi s deuosition •as quoted in in a ca se in
volvi ng the capture of oira te s . 

vn .nu~st 29 , 1695 , he petitioned for letters of deniz.a
tion for ~ fellow Je~ Issac Napbtbae. 



No. dl.03'. 

David Robles i s ~ade a freeman 

168?, May 11: Freeman David Robles (PNYHS [f.885], 54). 
New Yo rk 

Davi d Robles was a French a.lien. He f iled petition on 
April 18, 1696, with Saul Brown, a Jew, in respect to the 
briganti ne Oranie. He and J ac ob Robles petit ioned on 
Dec ember 5, 1687, for the r ight t o hol d real eet a.te. hn 
hntoniri Robles , a Morrano, apneared ·in England i n 165 7 
(Gr aet z, History SL!_ 1Jle Jews, V, 49), but t here i s no 
evi dence of any relat ionship. 

Thi s i s a probability tha t ina smuch a s t he Robl es f ami l y 
wer e driven out of France by Louis XIV, t hat t hey were a 
fa!Ilily of Protes t an t Morranos, who were f orced t o flee by 
the r evoc ation of the Edict of Nantes. 



No . ~Y1. 

Abr aham Moll ~s appointed t o appr a ise the 
bregantine Amarante 

1687, June 7: RePOrt of .• . and Abraham lloll, apoointed 
New York to appraise t he brigantine Amarante 

(Calendar 2f_ New York Hi storical Manuscripts, 
[f.664-1776], XXXI V, 159 ; From ~York Colonia l l.ianuscripts, 
XXXIV, 62} . o 

See fo , ~7C --



1687 , December 5 : 
New York 

No. :J..9tJ . 

Jacob and David Robles, French 
~ liens, uetition for the righ t to 
settle in New York and receive goods 
on board t be shin Pheni x. 

The bumble netit ion of Jacob Robles 
and DPvi d Robles humbly sbeweth tha t 
your pet're being forced by the l a te 

desension in the kingdome of France , where tr.ey were in
habi tante, to depart from thenee, are ~ith their f nmilys 
and some neceeearye for husbandry come to thie n rovince 
with designe t o pl ant and selle here , but a re infor med 
tha t bei ne aliens borne t hey are incapea~le of holding and 
enjoy ing l and unless they be first denezieed. 

May it therefore please your Hon'rs to g r ant unto yo'r 
pet •rs lett're of denizacion to enable the~ t o settle and 
emprove here accordingly, ~nd also to g r ant th's yo'r pet'rs 
may be permitted to receive t heir goods and necesearys aforee'd 
now on board the shi p Phenix, J ames Dunham~ Mf_B.s t!if • r, t hey 
paying such dutys for the same a s other s Lo~his ~aj 'ties 
subjects of t his nr ovince in like ca~es do and yo •r net•re 
as in duty bound shall ever pray , etc. (Cal endar ...2:f.. New 'tQ..rk 
Historical .Manuscripts: fi.664-17767, XXXV, 169; Ne• York 
Colonial Uianuscrints, XXxV, 123). 

P0ssibly , David and J acob • er e brothers. 



No • .;J.. 91. 

The 1'111 of William Cox to IA~otber Alice 
Cox (alias Buen.o) 

1689, July 15: In the name of God, Amen. I, William 
New York. Cox, merchant .•. I leave to my mother, 

~lice Cox, alia s Bone, -i 500. 
(~batracte of Willet Liber 3-4, 109; Abstract of ~Alla, Vol . I 
[1665-1701] 157-158}. 

Alice Cox, a lias Bueno, 1'a e possibly a relative of Joseph 
Bueno. 

.. 



J oseph Isacks, who was in the service of 
Major McGre gorie asks for the restoration 
of a gun that wa s t aken from him. 

1691, September 26: The humble petition of Joseph !sacks, 
New York humbly eheweth: That yr petitioner, willing 

to do their Maj tye all the service he 
could in these late troublesome times, listed himself under 
Ma jor Uagegone (?) and being a tt wont for a Gunn war supplies 
by Capt. Will i ams Meeritt which Gun was t aken by Thomae Clark 
out of yr petitioner's lodging, f or which reason he your 
petit ioner knows not, and n ow ie dayly threa tened by the said 
capt. Meeritt t o pay for the said Gunn. Therefore your 
oetitioner humbly pr ays your honors in Cbaritie to consider 
and a lsoe to Order that the said Clark may restore to your 
Petitioner the s a id Gunn or the value thereof to Mr . ~illiam 
Merritt, being es he t he s a id Kerritt cont end s five pounds 
and your petitioner sbal~ray. (Calendar of New York 
Historical Manuscript.Ii Ll§64-1776/, XXXVIII, 217; a leo 
Found in PJ.JHS, III, 189§7, 78). 

J oseph Ieacks fought in King ~i111a~' s war. (ibid , 78) . 

On Augus t 23 , 1698 , J oseph I saacs , butcher wa s made a 
freeman. He died on May 25 , 1737, At the Rge of eeventy
eight yea r s , Pn d wae buried in NeVJ Bowery' cemetery. Joseph 
was orobably t he son of Rebecc~ , t he Jewess . 

See t1/o 3 o !>. 



1693, June 27: 
New York 

No. c)..? .;a. 

Moses Levy (Levi) files accounts for 
presents t o Indians. 

Moses Levi filed accounts for presents 
to the Indians. (d'alendar ...QI li§!' York 
Colonia,]. Manuscripts, II, 252). 

Moses Levy was for several years Parnas of the New York 
Congregation . He had a son Benjamin born in 1692 in London, 
<:nd a daughter Raebel born in Ne1' York in 1710. He also 
had a daughter, Bulhah ~bigael Levy who married Jacob Franks 
in the year 1719. Moses Levy died on June 14, 1728. The 
inscription on bis tombstone are written in Hebre1',Soanieh, 
and English. (PAJHS, IV, fi89§.7 189-191). 

Moses Levy (Levi) wae the agent for the Ne~ York colony 
th~ gave presents to the Indians to uac ify them. 



No. J- 9'-/. 

Joseph Bueno and Ann Coyler, ask for 
release from brig~tine, Rebecca. 

1694, May 15: Petition Joseph Bueno and Ann Coyler, 
N e~ York two-thirds owner~ of the above 

brigontine, pr aying for the said release. 
(Calenda r of New York Historical Manuscripts [1664-177§7, 
XXIX, 240;New-V0rk-n<>lon1al Uinuscrints, XXXIX, 165 ) . --



No. ;J/_5, 

The Will of Alice Cox, alias Bueno. 

1694, September 14: Benjamin Fletcher, Governor ete. To all, 
New York & c. Know ye that at New York, on the 

14th d.a,y of September, lf,94, the 111rill 
of Alice Cox, alias Bueno, was ·proved, and Wm. B~nker, n.nd 
John Theobald were confirmed as executors. (Abstract of 
Wills, Liber 5-6 43; Oollec'ti.ons 1892 m.fi§..Abstraot of 1JHlls 
I 11665-1 7077, ~140). 



No.~~~. 

The inventory of the Est at e of Alice 
Cox, alias 3ueno. 

1694 , Sept ember 17: Inventory of estate of Alice Cox, l ate 
Ne" York· deceased , t aken by John Robinson and 

William Mor r i s , Sept ember 17 , ~694. 
ilortgages from Lucus Van Tbienhoven, 1 60 . Total J. 483. 
(hbstract of will s , Liber 5-6, 247; cOllections 1892, Abstract 
of 1!!J,,ll_s , I l).665- 1 707], 24 7 ) • 



1694 , Oc1D ber 4: 
New York 

( Pl\YHS /J.9127, 63 ). 

Ho. ~ 'J 7, 

S&.ul Bro1'll, a witness in the ca se of 
Brook versus J acobs, swea rs "after the 
Jewish manner . • 

Brooke qui ) 

tam ~ 
VB 
Cornelius Jacobs 

Attorney Genl 
moves that the 
Evidence be Sworne 

Saul Brown Sworne after 
the Jewish Manner. 

Saul Brown i s first mentioned on March 31, 1684/5 in 
Rhode I sl and when he • as charged wi t h t he viola tion of the 
lli~vigation Acts. The above i e our first ref erence to 88.ul 
Brown in N e~ York. He i s beet known as the ~nister of the 
Jewish Synagogue there in 1695. 

Fo r a his tory of the oat h acco rdi ng to the Jewish manner, 
s ee the J ewish.Encyclopedi a , More Judaico . 



1695 
New York 

Chaplain Miller's map of Jew's Synagogue. 
Saul Bro1'Il i ~ the Minister, and there a re 
twenty f amilies in the ciongregation. 

Countyes ! Churches 
N.Y. Jewes Synagogue 

I I 
1 ~inistere ' Fa..milyes 

:Saul Brown 20 

(Ne" Yorlc Coni:;idered aru1. I mproved, 1695 by J 1:>hn Miller . Pub-
1 1 ebed from original '11anuscri nt in Gri tish Museum, Cleveland , 
1903 , n 54; man facing P. 59) : 

Dyer s tates t be t it seems with t he contention tha t the 
~iller !nap i s a mi s t ake and that the synagogue as first 
planted wa s in the Dark War d beyond the Ti de ditch. 
Chapl ai n Miller' s mb.p was made from memory after the maker 
had suffered ca pture a t t he hands of t he French. (PAJHS , 
III [l89§7, 48 ). 

See 1/0 . 3 J> /_ 



No. :J..7 T 

Mo see Levy 1 s made a fre!eman 

1695 , June 5: 
New York Freeman d oses Levy ( PNYH:S £fssg, E7). 



1695 , August 27: 
New York 

No.3tW. 

Willson declares t hat in&smuch ae bis 
father ha s satisfied hie debt to k nsell 
Samuel Levy t hat the bond be canceled. 

Upon a Motion of Mr .Ebe.nezi er Willson that 
A Bond of His Fa thers (whose (sic) 
Executor he is) of two hundred uounds to 

Ansell Samuell Levy with condition for the Paymt of one 
hundred Pounds ~bich is long s ince uai d by the sa i d Ansell 
P1·omi sed to be Delivered and Qancelld Now F emaining in the 
hands of Coll Lodwick Mayor of t hi s Citty May be Delivered 
and Cancelled accordingly The Courts doe Order tha t Notice 
hereof be given in Writing in Some Publick place of the Citty 
and if Within one Tihole year and a day the arty Concern'd in 
tbe sa i c Bond doe not enter with the Towne Clerke sufficient 
rea~ons in writ ing to the Contrary tha t the Bond hforesai d 
be !H ~ren to t he s a i d Ebenezer \'1 ill son or his Aseigns. 

(Quai s Eouity Business; Selec t Ca ses o~ Uayors Court of N..:J . 
Ci ty , 1674-1784, 739-40 MCU 1695=170'4'!"f 8-9 ) . 



1695, .hugust 29: 
Ne?;t York 

ff664-l 77§7, n., 

No. .3 <> I 

Si!DOn Bonan petit ions for l~tters of 
denization for Issac Naphta• 

Petition. Simon Bonan for letters of 
denization for Ieeac Naobt a ' (Calendar 
~NeYJ York Historical imnuscriote 

247; New York Colonial Yanuecriots, XX,65). 

Issac Naphtal i s desccibed as a Jew butcher in Rhode 
I sland, according t o Oppenheim , who no doubt , read the 
entire manuscri pt. JiAJHS , XXV, j).9117, 42). 

( 



169 5 , December: 
I\ ew York 

No.3o.;z, 

David t;be Je• and Anne Bonnom a r e 
included in a t a x list of 18~5 . 

Davig ye Je• 
in e hou se 
Ann Bonnom [P,onin7 

Es t a te 
(PNYHS, Ll91Ql I, 2 ). 

Anna Bonnom m~y be a relat ive of Si mon Bonan 

Da vid ye J ew is David 'Te.l ent ine . Per ba os , h i s full name 
is DPvi1J V~lent~e v~n der \, i l den. 

See l/o . ,;).7 3 . 



1695 , December: 
Hef; York 

No . .30.3.. 

Jews in New York Tax List of 
December, 1695. 

Abraham Moll house. ye Je• l 76 
his DWelling house & Sc 

Je• ffi.ebecca Issacif \'1 ido• 
Es tate 

J oseph [Issacs] ye Je~ Estate 

Joseuh Bueno 

(29) Saul Brown 

(29) lire. Bueno 

(33) David the Je• in the Said house 
Ee.s t Ward 

(37) Monsieur Attkes Lffaetie~7 Est a te 
Peter adolpb house sc 
for y~ bouseR the Jew . 

Ea st Ward 

(39) Abram Moll house & c . 
for his house the Jew lives in 

East Vi ard 

(3B) Jew [Rebecca Ieeacs7 Widow 
Estate 

(39 ) J oseph ye Jew Est ate ~Buensif 

(39) Moses Levy Es t ate 

(44) J oseuh 9ueno 
ffiouth Ward_? 

(45) Saul Bro11n 
(PNXHS, .[f91Q], I). 

Mr s . Bueno i s pr obably t he wife ot J oseuh Bueno 

Rebecca I esace'e son was Joseph Issacs. See 

5 f. t: -y,,. ;J..9;1. • 



No . ..30 '/. 

Saul Bro~n and J~cob Robles make 
petition relating to b(igantine, 
Orange. 

1695 , December 30: Petition ... saul Bro~n and Jacob 
New York d ' Robles freighters on board the 

br i gantine Tbe~range. 1calenda r 
of Kew York Colonial ~anuRcripte. 1664-17767 XL, 249; 
1few--y'Qr~lon1al Ua.nuecr1pts, XL,111). 



No . ..30 S. 

SS.ul Brown, ra vi d Robles and othere 
petition in regard to t he b~igantine 
Or ange . 

1696 , April 18 Petition . Robt . Livingston, Ua t h ew 
New York Cl.a r k son , . . . Saul Sr o•n , David Roblee 

. . • and o thers, rela ting t o the 
brigantine Oranqe (Ca lendar .s:U:. ~ York Hi etorical Y,nuecripte, 
[f.664-177§7, XL, 251; ~ YJ2.ll_Colon1a l jcfa.nuscri p t s , XL, 1 53) . 

See fo . 3 " '/. 



No . 3 t> I>· 

Je11s in Ne" York Tax List of Au~st 
28, 1696. 

1696 , August 28 
r e1'J York 

(67) Peter a dolph house be 
Eastward lives in 

(67) for ye house ye Jew lives . 
(87) David ye Je~ in Sd. house 

(69) Abram Moll house J ew lives 

in 

in 

( 69 ) Rifka LResecca I ssaci/ ~ idd. 
in S house 

(69) Joseph [f seacif her 

(69 ) aoses Levy Estate 

(80 ) J oeeoh Bueno 
South1'ard 

( 88) SPul Brown 

(95 ) Solomon P~eters 
Bowery Precinct 

son in sd house 

Tryman Van Borsum aj N e~ York in hie will , dated 
July 22 , 1702 , mentions, "my t wo brothe r s and sisters, 
J Anetie wife of Peter Adolph Annette, ~ife of nndrew 
Borsum tNew York IUJ.ls , I, 43} Peter Adolph was probably 
t herefore a non-Jew , who sheltered in bis home a J ew. 

Ther e is a Solomon Pieters or Pi e t e r s on, a Jew who stayed 
in l~ ew i~msterdara for les s than a yea r in 1654. The Solomon 
Pi e ters men t i on edin thi s t ax lis t i s in all orobabilities not 
Jewi sh. Tbe neme s Solomon and Pieters were popularmiong 
Gentiles in New Yor k and New Ams terdan . 



Jews in iqel'.' York Tax Lists of· Septe?nber 7,1696. 

169S, : Seotember 7: 
New York 

South Ward (102) J oseph Bueno 

(104) Mrs. Bueno 

( 104) Saul Bro11Il 

Eas t \wa rd ( 107 ) Peter .adoljr for ye 
House Jew JLivee in 

( 107) Danll Jew jln ditto 

(107) Jaco b De Por to in ditto · 

(110) Abram Moll house Jew lives in 

(110) Risca LP.ebt~cce Ieaacy Jew 
in ditto 

(110) Joseph Lis1mcJi/ her eon in Ditto 

(110) J oseph Bueno Estate 
in Rod.'!lans liouee 

_____ <> ____ _ 

There is no i ndication aB t o Jacob De ?ort's religion. 
He was possibly a Jew. 

We do not know the full na:ne of ·Danll Jew 



No .3 d 8'. 

Issac Rodriques tla rques is made a freeman. 

1696 , September 17: Freeman Isaac Rodriques MarQues 
New York (PNYHS, [lssy 60). 

a will written in October 17, 1706 , by Marquee definitely 
establ i shes that be wae a Jew. (PNYHS, I, 439). 



No. 3 "1. 

Jews in New York Tlix List of August 21, 1E>97 

1697, August 21: 
New York 

East 
Ward 

(177) 

( 173) 

Peter Adolph for ye house ye Jew lives in 

David y8 Jew li5avid Valentin~ Eetate 
1-n ditto 

(176 ) Jew Widdow in Iltto( Peter ye Millers) house 

(176) Ruth in Ditto 

(176) Direck Benson house & etc. 

(176) Abraham Moll for ye house Rifca lives in 

(176) Rifca [Rebecca Iasac!if Estate in Ditto 

(176) Moses Levi in Ditto 

(176) hbraham Uoll house & ec. 

(177) Joseoh Bueno for ye house be lives in for his 
Es t at e in ditto 

(177) Jo seph ye Je~ Es tate [Buen!l..7 

( PNYHS jJ.91Ql I ) , 

No indication i s made of Dueck Benson 's ~eligion. 
Str angely enough , he i F almost alwayR ment ioned between the 
names of other Jews. 

' 



No. 3/ o, 

Jews in New York Tax Lint of October 23,1692. 

1697, October 23: 
New York 

West .a rd 

North ~ard r""-E(202 ) J acobus Iesackson house 

Bowery Ward (207) Joeeph Bueno 

(!:fil1!..S Ll91Ql I>· 

A Jacobus Issacs , carpenter, wae made R freeman on August 
23, 1098. There is a Jacob Issacs - Jew - who was included 
in o. li st of slaughters in Ne'f' York in 1736. Thi s may or 
may not be tbe s Rme J acobus Isseckson referred t o here. 



1697, October 26: 
New York 

No. 3/1. 

Jews in New York tax lists of Oc tober 
26, 1697. 

Dock Via rd (116) Mr. Bonam ffi.onneif Estate 

(FNYHS Ll9107 I) . 



1697, October 26 : 
New Yor k 

South ward (145) 
(145) 
(146) 
(146 ) 
(182 ) 
( 183) 

( Pl!YHS D 91Ql I ) . 

No . .3/.:(1, 

Jews in New York tax lists of October 
26, 1697. 

Joseph Bueno 
Ditto for ye house 
Mr s . Bueno 
Saul Brown 
J acob De Porto 
Saul Brown 



No. 3/~, 

Jews in Ner York tax listF of October 
28, 1697. 

1897 , October 28 : 
New Yor~ 

East ' a r d 

Bo1'ery 
Precinct 

(136) 
(137) 
(139) 
(139) 
(139) 

David t he Jew in ditto 
Aman Bonnim in ditto 
Dueck Bensons hou se 
Abraham Moll house Jews live in 
Risca [Rebecca Ieeac!i/ 

J e" in ditto 
(139) John Lfseac~ ye Jew in ditto 
(139) Mosee Levy in ditto 
(140) ~braham Moll house 
(141) J oseph Bueno for his 
(141) Es tate in Rodman's House 
(169 ) Joe eoh Bueno 

( PNYHS /J 91Ql I), 



No . 31 Y· 

Je•J1n tax 11et of February 1, 1698. 

1698, February 1: 
New York 

E;ast Wa rd (212) 
(212) 
(212) 
(212) 
(212 ) 

(213) 
(213) 
(213) 
(213) 

(213) 
South Ward(220) 

Je• Widdo• in ditto 
Rutt in ditto 
Dueck Benson house 
abraham Moll house 
Rufk1e LRebecca IesacJi/ 

1n ditto 
Moses Levy 1n ditto 
Joseph Bueno bouee 
hie house in ditto 
Joseph f_f ssacJi/ ye Je• 

in ditto 
Issac fernandae dias house 
Saul Bro•n 

( ?NYHS /J91i! II)·. 
0 ------

I s sac f ernanadas d1ae ~a~ nrobably a Jew. 
Oc tober 4, 1700 in the ca se bet•een Bueno and 
Eo~ever, Christian Soania rde ~ere by no means 
time. 

He e s ti fied on 
de "?or to. 
unknown at tbte 

• 



1698 ,July 28 : 
New York 

No. 3 / 5', 

Jews in New York t ax lists of July 28, 
1698. 

aowery (230 )Joseph Bueno 
East (242)David V~lentine in ditto 

(248 )Dueck Bensons house 
( 249 )hbraham 1.iols house 
(248 )Rufken ~ebecca I sRac![/ 

in ditto 
(249 )Moses Levi i n ditto 

{ PNYH~ /J.911] II) 



J e• s i n New York ta~ lists of August 8 , 1698 . 

1898 , August 8: 
Ne" York 

1orth ( 239) Sara h [Granad~ ye J e" Estate 

(PNYHS) [19117 II). 

Sa r ah, wife of I s sac Henr ioues Gr anada , a Je~, died in 
1708 . (PAJHS , XVII .[f90~ (120). 

See ¥t, . 3 .l-2. . 



1698, ~Ugu Rt 23: 
New York 

Jacobus Issacs, carpenter, is made 
f reeme.n 

Freeman Jacobus Issacs , Carpenter 

J~ cobu s Issacs ma y be a rela tive of J oseuh !sacks , 
although Issac s was a common Chri s tian na me. 

See IV ts.) • .3 / o 3/ 8-. 
/ 



1698, hugus t 23: 
N"ew York 

No • ..311. 
TN'- \..\ ~ \ 

Jo senh I ssace, butcher, 113 made a 
freeman. 

Freeman Joseuh Issacs, Butcher 
(PNY_HS, L168§/, 65) . 

o _ ____ _ 



No . .::3 19. 

Jewe in New York t e.• list of ?&a rch 7, 1699• 

1699, :!arch 7: 
NeV' York 

(258) J acobus Issac house 
South 
V1 ard ( 264) A Jew 'l. oman 

(266) Ditto for ye house 
(266) the Jew wom' ns house 
(237) Isr~el h Jew .LBenjamin Israel? 
(267) Ditto for ye house 

( PNYHS J:f91l7 II). 

Benj amin Isr&el • as a soap maker. 

See tVo . 3 ~ 3. . 



1699 , J1. pril 14: 
l ew York 

No. _3oio. 

Issac Cohen de La ra, a Jew, testifies 
that he made an agreament with Jona than 
Bennet, t he ca~tain of the saio Rebecca 
to ship certa in goods from Fhoee Island 
to New York. The goods was seized by 
the Adventure, a priva te privateer. 
Bennet partially comoenseted Cohen de 
Lera. Jo~eoh Bueno is or dered t o write 
the te~ timony of Cohen. 

At a Counoell h eld a t ffort Wilbai~ Ria 
Excellency acqua i nted t his house tha t he 
was I nf or med of ~o~e oer son s now in this 

City vho went on board of t be shi p Adventure when Riding a t 
" nchor off t he East end of Nassau Island, and ha f! brought 
~everall Gunns, money, and other thing~ from thence; that be 
thought it h i s duty to Endeavour ~A much as i n bi~ l ay to s ecure 
~ 11 thi~s b r ough t from on boa r d t he sa i d Shi p , t ha t he coul d 
pos~ibly come to the pos session of, for the owners t h er eof ; 
tb?. t in or der ther et o he had eum11oned t he Peid l')ersone t o apoea r 
beforP thi s hou ee, and tha t they wer e P. ttending withou t . 

Hi s Excellency and Council ordered Issac Cohen de Lar e , a 
J ev· , t o be called i~to the Councell Chamber, who bei ng Required 
oy t his house to declare the truth of bis knowledge in the 
oremi ses , declared, ORE TENUS, t hat he agreed with one Jona than 
Bennet, :taster of t he Sloop Rebecca, to tr~nsport several l 
goods f r om Rhode I sland to this Port; t he t in their way hither, 
t hey wer e f ired at and brought too, by the shi p Adventure; 
t ha t P-fte r so~e st~ y there , t he oereons on board the shio, 
~ave t he master of t he sni d Sl oop Seaventy t wo s~all gun°s, 
SeaYen oaire of ~ i e toll s , t~c or three dozen of hat ts and 
sever; l l o th ~ r thi ngs whi ch h~ na med ; Th a t one Anthony Blunt 
:... ?a ssenger .... n the Sloop , br ought from on o0 ard t he s aid Ship. 
Two Baggas of .noney, and a bundle bes i de e in which there • a s 
~oney ; t ha t t her e 111as a s he believed about s eaven or eight 
hundr ed pieces of Ei ght in t he two baggs , and a s !nllch in the 
Bundl e by t he Bi ggnesse; t hat t he sa i d Benne t bad da."nnified hie 
Goods i n the Voyage and hRd s ince bis arriveall her e agreed 
t o ~ivehim the f r eigh t fo r bi s Goods hi t her and five of the 
Ra i d small gunns a s a sa tisf action f or t he Paid DrunR~ e, and 
see~ed f r ank i n decl arin~ his knowl edge of t he ur emiesee. 

ORDERED, tha t J oseph Bueno , doe out i n ~ riting what t he 
se i d Issac Coheen de Lar a shal l decl are on hi s Recollecting 
h i e ~e~o ry in the nremi ses. Then hiA Excellency ordered the 
ea i d Jona t han Bennett Master of t he said eloou, end the s a id 
Anthony Blunt, one of t he Pa s~engers , t o be di s tin~tly called 
i n , who bot h seemed evasively t o answer YJhRt Quee tione were 
put to them, soe th~ ~ this hou s e could not make any discovery 



by reason of their contempt 

Thi s house ar e of opinion and doe order that the said 
Jona than Bennet and hntbony Blunt be Committe'd to the Custody 
of the Sergeant a t ~rme till further order 

(J ournal of Legislat ive Council o_f 1!!!!. York L:l691-174~7, 127). 

According to Kobler, this oroves thnt the Jews in Ne•oort 
had commercial relations in New York (FAJHS, VI, Lf8977 67). 

J oseob Bueno may have been called in, because he • a s pert 
owner of the brigantine Rebecca. He may eiso heve been an 
interoreter. 

~ ere Bennet and Blunt indicted because of collusion •1th 
nirates? 



1699 , May 3: 
Ne11: York 

No. 3 .2. I . 

The deposition of Simon Bonan (Symon Bonane) 
is used as evidence in the caoture of 
pirates. h Je~ in t o1m i s called in as 
a n exuert t o appraise the jewels involved. 

Your Lordships, I oresume •ill have a 
full account from Boston of 8 parcell of 
pirates l a tely t aken t here with their 

ringl eader Jos eoh Bradish born et Cambridge nea r Boston ... 
I send your Lor dshioe t hree or four deooeitions concerning 
t1e Pira te shin, the ~oat materiall of tho se. I have t aken. 
The de'OOsition of Symon Bonane a Jew goe s (NO 1) that of 
CautP. in ~ulford ( NO a) that of Cornel ius Scbelinger (NQ 3) 
tha t of Lieutenant Colonel . Peirson ( NO 4). Thi s l a st th~ 
~rinc iua l deposition, because with him Br ad ish had lef t% 
~~~ '~ ~ i n mony •s . The ~articularP whereof goe (NO 5 ) 

The bag of Jewels mentioned in Peireon' s deuosition were 
opened befor e myself and th e Council , ~here I bad or dered a 
Jew in this t own to be oresent, he understPnding Je•ells wel l. 
(EArl of Eellomont to t he Lords of Trade New York Entries 
a. 390 ; Douments Rel~ ting to the Col onial History of the State 
of New York , I V, 512). - - -

Yohler states th~t be beli eves tha t t he Simon the Jew, a 
slave a,-l~~er of New York, mention in O' Callaghan •s Colonial 
Tracts of New York , was Simon Bonane . 

(PJ..JHS , II, Ll89g, 84). 



No .3 .;l .;l , 

Jews in New Yor k t ax li s t of J uly 15, 1599 • 

1699 , July 15 : 
New York 

East iiEi rd (281) J oseph Bueno i n Ditto 
(283) Moses Levy in Ditto 
(283) Abraha m Moll house 
(283) Rufkie Lf..ebecca Issacif 

i n Di tto house 
(284) ~braham ~oll house 
( 284) J o seuh !sacks i n Ditto 
(284 ) htir aham J.oll house 

South \\a rd ( 296 ) Saul Br own 
( 296 ) l Benj ami'Ilf I s r ? el t he Jew 

Soape ;,iaker 
(296 ) Di tto the hous e 

North ~p rd(306 ) J acoous Issac ks house 
Dock Ward(307) Issac Granada 

(308) Abraham De Luce~a 
in S house 

(308) Issac Fernar dos (Di a s ) 
sd house 

( PNY HS /191i/ I I) . 

Issac Granada ' s' ife i s Sara . 



No. 3..2.3. 

The Governor, Lord Bellem0911t, has a 
bill of exc hange ~ade out to J oseph 
Bueno . 

1700 I draw on Coll. Courtlandt, this post 
l~ ew York for 56't 5s , by bill of e~change, payabl e 

t o J oseph Bueno , the Jew, at the days• 
s i~h t. I wish you would watch whether Cour t l andt be carefull 
t o ~ave ~y credit. 

(Life and 1.dm1n 1 s tr' t ion of Richa r d , Earl Qf_ Bellomont, 
Grnrnor of l~ ew York, by Frederic de Peyster, XIII). 

hccor ding t o Kobler, Jews were enga.fed in 'Yloney lendi ng. 
Lord Bellamount thus mRde ·use of Buena ' s eervicea. 
(PkJHS , II, J_lagg 85). 

The Jews wer e primarily merchant s who occa s i only lent 
'1loney . 



1700 , Anril 3 : 
NeVi" York 

( p·y~s L1 91:;;/ 181). 

Jo s eph Bueno brtngs a suit ag2 inst Jacob 
de Porto (Do For.to). The defendant, 
de Por to i s ordered to apoear e t the next 
court day· 

Bueno ) E~o t Pr ~er, the 
vs ) Deft t o aopea r to~orrow 

Do ! orto ) or the ba il bP. assigned 

r:e have no knowledge of de Porto ' s reli~ion , nor any mention 
~ s +n t h P brief of the ca ee of Bueno vs de Port o . The case 
is ~entioned on aoril 4, April 5 , Aoril 11, October 3 , and 
October 4 , 1700. 



1700 , .t. uril 4 
Nel'I York 

(PNYHS /).91§, 185). 

See It/" . 3 Lf_ 

Bueno ' s ca se aga ins t de Porto comes 
to trial at the Supreme Court of Judicature. 

kt a Supream Court of Judic?. ture held 4tb of 
April 1700 

Bueno ) 
VB ) 

De Porto ) 

Emot pr ~uer moves f or 
Sneciall bail Anthill ur 
Deft . ordered t o g ive 
Roeciall bail t omorrow 



1700 , April 5 : 
New York 

( ~s, [f.91 27 188) . 

See 

lfo. 3~~, 

Saul Brown gives 150 pounds as surety in 
the ca se between Bueno and De Po rto. 

Fryday. At a Suoream Court held the 5th 
.hpril 1700 

Bueno ) 
V8 ) 

De Porto ) 

Jacob de Porto principal) 
'f 150 ) ReC!o,. 

Saul Brown Surety t 150 ) 

• 



1700, April 11: 
n ew York 

(PNYHS , [f.91EJ, 202 ). 

See f>10 . 3 ;;z_S . 

Anthill will plead a t the next court day 
in defense of the defendant, de Porto, 
aga inst the I l a intiff, Bueno. 

•tt a Supream Court 

Bueno ) 
VS . ) 

de Porto ) 

Emott pr ~er 
Anthill "'lr Deft . 
to ol ee.d tomorrow 



1700, October 3: 
Ne11' York 

No • ..3~/'. 

The case of Bueno versus de Porto 
is to come to trial on October 4, 1700 · 

Bueno ) 
VB ) 

De Porto ) 
To come to tryall 
Tomorrow 

(~S, [l91E], 206). 

0 ----------
See ,Yt:> . 3 ~ £°, 



1700 , October 4: 
New York 

No .3 ;;i_ '/. 

Ferdinande Di a s and Issac Gabay tes tify 
in the ca se between Bue1"° and de Porto 

Att a Supream Gourt 

Joe. Bueno ) 
ve ) 

Jacob de Porton) 

test or Quer 
Ferdinand Dias 
Issac Gabay 

Emott pr ~uer 
Anthill pr Deft 

Jury sworn 

tes t ner Deft 
Plea & replica
tion read 
Constable Sworn 
Jury find for 
the defendt. 

( PNYHS, Lf.91Y, 210 ) • . 

S e e JV" . ~ d. S-. 



1700 , October 17: 
New York 

No.~ 36 

'l'Ylo or three Jews aid t he Earl of 
Bellomont financially 

I have been 'OUt to l'IJUch trouble i~ tbie 
method I have begun, of paying the 
soldier s aubRistence in ~ony weekly; 

the :nerchants in town finding I "as fore ' d t o take up !nony: 
her e and dr aw bills on the ~~ent in London, they co~bin ' d 
toget he r t o traverse ~e all they could. At first tney 
lower'd tbe exchange of the mony considerably, end what is 
worse they will now a.dv:mce no Mony ci t all on my bills; so 
that were it not for one Dutch Merchan t and t~o or three 
Jewe t~et have let ~e have mony, I should have been undone. 
(Earl of 3ellomont to the Lords of Trade N. Y. Entries , D.16; 
Documents Rel ati ng t.Q_:tbe Colonial P.istory ..Qf._ ~ I.m,, !lT, 
?12) 

Doubtlessly Bueno wa s amon«\ them, according to Kobler f p~s, 
II, [fs9g 87). 

s~i- '}f(J . . 3:i.~. 



The locat i on of Jews Synagogue is cited. 

1700, October 30 Jacob ~elyen of Boston to Katherine Kerfbyl, 
New York widow," e house and lot on the north side 

of the street bounded south by Men street 
L76.8 feet?, west Lll06 ft~7 and north 178 feefl by the house 
and g r ound of David ? rovost, Esq., and Lawrence VanHook, East 
L97,4 ft..:f by the house and g round of John Harpending, now 
com~only known by the name of Jews• Synagogue." 

(Liber Convei,ances 23t New York Hall of Records; Found in 
PAJHS , III L1895], 49}. 

Tbe synagogue in 1695, according to ~iller•s aaye may have 
been on Beaver Stree t near the Bowling Green. Dyer states 
tha t the synagogue •a~ then ~oved across Broad Street to the 
new section of the city (ibid, 49). 



. 
RHODE ISLAND 



Ko. 3~2.. 

Oampannall, Packeckoe, Levi are among 
fifteen families who arrive at Newport 
from Holland. They ~ught with them 
the three first degrees of masonry, and 
worked them in the house of Campannall. 

1658, Spring: In the spring of 1658, Kordecai 
Rhode Island Campannall, Yoeee Paekeckoe, Levi, and 

others, in all fifteen f amilies, arrived 
at Ne•port from Holland. They brought •1th them the three 
first degrees of masonry, and worked them in the house of 
Cempannall, and continued t io do so, they and their suoces9),.., 
u to the year 1742. ( Take;n froDI Documents now in 
possession of N. H. Gould Esq.) (Peterson, F.dwa.rd, Histo!'J' 
~Rh2e Island ~Newport in t~ Past, DB53-7, 101). 

hccording to Gutstein, t lbe first yerm6.nent Je•ish set tlers 
in Newport to which the quo·tation in Peterson's history 
ref ers, came from the Be.rba1ioe. First, we know that Newport 
merchants were trading with the Barbados at a very ee.rly 
period. and it might 'be, t lhat because of this trade re
l a tionship , some Jews, upcn hearing about the religious 
toleration in Rhode Island, decided to come here . Secondly, 
in a "List of Jews me.de Den:Lzene in the Reign of Charles II 
and James II. 1661-1687" 1~e find the name of "Uosee 
Israel Paobae, 0 which was suggested to be amended to Pacllecl>e. 
and who may be identical wi ·th Moses Pacl\ec:IO; •ho together 
•i th Mordecai Campannalf is associated with the ourcbase of 
the burial ground in Newpor it in 1677. We also find other 
members of the Pac•e~famiJLy in Barba.does in 1680 . 
(Gutstein , S!Qu o.1 J..JlJlll Q! Ne•oort ,340-1). The author of 
Frankel's Wocbensdi:"ift (P~Jll§.,VI ) claims the first Jews in 
Rhode Is1ana came ~rom Brazi l. He beses his conclusion on 
the similarity between the name Campan;nall end Campanelli, 
who was one of the Je•e who went to Brazil to~etber with 
Rabbi Aboab in 1642. Mordecai Campanall is said to have been 
B!?long the fifteen families nho came to Ne•p0rt in 1658. 

o ____ _ 

.llordecai CFtmpannall ie pJrobably the most i!Dt>ortant Jewish 
uersonality in Rhode I s land in the seventeenth- century. He 
was one of t he ourcbasee of the first Jewish cemetery in 
Rhode Island. Campannall •~Ls brought to trial on the charge 
of violation of the Navigati.on Act, but he and hie Jewish 
friends, won the case. (March 31, 1685). In 1679, he took 
a trip to t he Ba rbados, eitber for business, or possibly to 
visit bis family. 



No.33~. 

Abraham Moses is given degree of-.S.sonry 
on Rosh Hashanah 

1658, Uaroh 9: 1658, On ye 5th day of ye 9th Month 1658, 
Rhode Island ye 2nd Tishri A. ~ . 5 518, we assembled at 

ye house of Mordecaiah Campanall and given 
a degree to Abraham Moses. (Memoranda furnished by Ur. N. H. 
Gould , found amon~oapers of the eetate of Govtt.: John Wanton; 
P.!!!!!.S , XVII: Ll92Q/, 416). 

Gutstein states tha t when the Reverend Jacques Judah Lyons 
copied the quota tion from the original manuscript 1n the 
seventies of the l ast century he noted : •How could th1e be 
done on the second day of Fosh Hashanah, or was 1t on the 
night after t he 2nd dPy, in which ca se it should have been 
dated 3rd of Tiehri." There is also a discrepancy in Lyons 
quot &tion between the date of the general calendar and the 
date of the Jewish CF- lendar. 5518 does not corresoond t o 
1658 . In 1758 (which corresponds to 5518 ) there was no 
Mordecai campanall in Newport. The Masonic Lodge a.t tha t 
time had a regul a r meeting olace. ?erbaos, t he descrepancy 
i e due t o t he f~t t ha t t he manuscriot seen by Lyons wa s 
very much obliterated. Perhaps Gould did not t~ke t he 
trouble t o decipher the entire document. Perhaps Mr . Lyons 
m8de an error in copying the Hebrew date (Gutstein, O..£ c!.!. 
342-4) 



1658 ( ~) 
Rhode Island 

• • 

three figures 
Cumpur.a.11 and 
of Maconrie. 

No.'33"\ · 

~braham Mo ses is given the degree of 
masonry a t Mordecai Campannall's 
(Cumpunall) home. 

Th8 ye (day and month obliterated) 165 
(60 or 8, not certain which, ae the 
place was stained and broken; the first 

were plain) wee mett att l House off Mordecai 
affter Synago~ wee gave Ab Moses the degrees 
(P~, XIX Ll1J, 11). 

Samuel Oppenheim believes the document to be authentic ( 1.!ll,g.). 

See ~o - ~~~-



Regarding 
1658, Spring 
Rhode Island 

10. ~ ~s. 

Draft of letter of Dr . Stiles to 
Rev Dr. Nathaniel Lardner of London 
•ritt en June 20 , 1764, in reference to 
a torah brought by early settlers . 

We have 15 or 20 Families of J e•s here 
. • • They have errected a S!Dall Synagogue 
in New York; and another at Ne•port, met 

fo r the first time in Decembr last; in the place of the Ark 
t hey have deposited Three Vellum Copies , Rolls of t he Law, 
one of whic h is said to be above Ttro hundred years old, •hicb 
I judge true fron the Aspect & Rabbinical Flourishes . (LiteraJry 
Di•ry of &Kr.a Stiles, D. D., LL.D. by Franklin Bod•itch Dexter ,, 
I, New York Scribners, 1901 , 11). 

The scroll according to Kehut, is said to have been 
br ought from Spain during t he Inquisition by the fi r st 
Je~ i sh settlers .who arr ived in Newt>Ort in 1658 (Kohat, George 
Alexander, Ezra Stiles and t he Je•s [19027, 61). --- - - - -

Exra Stiles (1727-1795) wa s a scholer, Congregational 
clergyman, and president of Yale College. (Dic tionary Q.! 
~merican Biography, XVIII, 18). 



No.~~(,. 

Burial l and is sold to ~~mpDnnall 
(Cnmpanall) and Moses Packeckoe 
(Packerckoe) in behalf of the Jewish 
Nation 

1677, Februa ry 28: Thie ~itnesseth that I Nathaniel 
Rhode Island Dickens of Newport in Rhode Island 

Cooper have sold for a va luable con
sideration in band Received unto Yordicay Campanall 1 
Moses Packeickoe Jews and to their Nation Society or 
Friends a Feice of Land for a burial Place being in D (e)
mentions follo•eth, tha t is t o say Peise of Land t hirty 
foot long , Butting South \1est upon the Highway that Leads 
Down from ye Stone Mill towards Benj a: Gr iffins Land and 
thirty foot upon John Eastons Land and thirty foot upon 
tbe Line North •est butting upon a slip of Lend which ye 
said Nathaniel Dickens hath yet Remaining betwixt this 
Peise of Land no• Sold and ye Land now belonging unto 
Benj cmin Griffin &nd ye Line Northeast Butting &lso upon 
ye S~i n Nathaniel DickenP his land to be in Length fourty 
fo ot, whi ch Said Pas sel of Land in Dimaneione an aforesaid 
with the Fences thereto Pertaining. I have for my Self my 
heirs and A ssig~ or Successors for them t o Possess, and 
enj oy for the use es abovesaid forevev-er they from henceforth 
Making Rnd Maintaining Substantialy Fences Round ye Said 
Land but if it ~hould so fall out that ye Jews Should all 
Deoart t he I sland agLJ in So as th8 t these shall be none left 
t o keep up I Ue intain this Fencee a s aforesaid then the 
Said Land shall Return AR:a in to the said Nathaniel Dickens 
his heirs Executors Administra tors, or Assigns for him or 
them to Poseee P end Enjoy Aga in as freely As if no such Sele 
bad oeen Uade. (Book No. '3 11, of Land Evidences New-port, 
described in Peterson; Compare Frankel's Uonataeb11'.t , I V, 
397; Gutsein , op 'li.t . 38). 

The docu~ent speaks of the Jews all leaving t he island 
aga in. It is just noseible tha t after their settlement 
(1657 or 1658 ) they wer e comoelled t o leave because of the 
operation of the English Na~igation Act of 1660 , wbicb 
prohibited foreigners or allene , not mJ!:de denizens, from 
trading i n the colonies. (PAJHS, XI X,Ll91Q7 14). 

kore land was subsequently acquired and added. (R. I. 
Rist . .Ja.ga zine , 1885 , October VI, 82 by Rev. A. P. llendee). 



No. 331. 

Uordeca i Ca~pannall (Camperwell) 
is beaded for New England from 
the Barbados. 

1679 , April 1: Camperwell, emb. 1 April 1679 
at Barbados f or Ne" England 

in the ketch $Wallo•; but whether he ever reached our shores, 
I have not heard. (Genealogical D~Il,!~Y qf ~w ~gland, 
Savage, A-C, 3327). 

On ~arch 31, 1685, Dyer charged Mordecai Campannall, 
among other Jews, for viola tion of the Navigation Lawe. 
Perhaps, he was . .tried in absentia , and never did reach 
Rhode I sland again. The chances are however, that Mordecai 

ampannal was tried in person. 



.!> '!. t · No. 

~ordecai Campa.r\all (Camperwell) ie 
beaded f or New England from the Barbados. 

1679 , Anril 1: Mordecai Campenrell for N.E. kpril 1, 
Phode Island 1679, ketch SWello•, J oeeuh Hardy . 

(S tate ?aper Office, Paoere of Barbadoee, 
Board of Trade. No. l; New England Genealogical and ant~
qEari an Register. VIII, 206). 

Perhaos c~~panall made a trip to t he Barbados for busi
ness, 6r possibly to see bis family. 

See No. ~31-



No • .)3\. 

The petition of Medus, and Da vid Brown 
is answered . The Jews, according t o 
the assembl~ are to receive the sa~e 
protection~accorded to other strangers 
in Rhode Island. 

1684 , June 24: Vot ed, In answer to the uetition of 
Rhode I sland Simon Medus, David Brown and associates 

being Jews, presented to this Assembly 
bea ring da te J une Z4, 1684, we declare that they may expect 
as good ur otection here as any stranger, being not of our 
nation residing amongst us in this his Majesty 1 s collony, 
ought to have, being expedient to his Majesty's l aw. 
(Colonial Records, Bartlett, III, 160 ). 

"Being expedient to bis .Ma jesty's law." i s worthy of note. 
Recording to S. G. Arnald, the famous phr ase," professing 
Christianity," was not embodied in the l aw of 1663 , as the 
"enemies of Rhode Island" have charged. It was interpola ted 
at a l atter date, subsequent certa inly to 1684 (S . G. Arnold ,• 
Hi s tory of the S~e Q.f Rhode Island, I, 479). 



Major William Dyer (Dyre) charges that 
David, Daniel and Rbraham Campannall 
( Canroanell), Saul Brown, Abraham Burges, 
Aron Verse -- e.11 Jews -- violated the 
Navigation Lawe. The gene~ral seargent 
is directed to seize the property of the 
accueed, pending trial . 

Whereas upon the informa tjlon of Mayo 
Rhode Island William Dyre to our Honoe0 Governn 

against Mordecai Ca!Dpanell, David, 
Daniell I .Abraham Campanell, Saul Brown, Abraham B~gee, 
Rachell the \\idow and F elict of stmon mendez Deceas and 
i.ron Verse, Jews, ~ur said Govern granted a "arrant to 
the Generall Serja to sease the said Jews goods or 
estates answer the said informer hie charge ~~ainst them 
as aliens a t this Court. And whereas he hath not brought 
the matter in such forme as Our Law requires: Yett for 
weighty Reasons moveing, this Court doe see Cause with the 
defendants Consent that the Action shall come t o Tryaal 
forthwith. (Records of the General Court of TJriale, [1671-
17247, 73; Gutstein, ~cit . 45). 

According to Goodman, the Jews were conducting export 
and import trade. Thie occunation was closed to Jews as 
forei~ere. Dyer must have bad a good c~s~ against them, 
for the govflrnor directed the general ee~geFt to seize the 
orooerty of the accused, pending trial . (A.me;t1.c.a.n Qyerture. 
41-42). 

Saul Brown l ater appeared in New York, and become minister 
of the synagogue. See No. ~ ,, . 

l.dordecai campannall Reems to have family in Ne"?Ort 
David, D~niel, and Abraham. 



No. ~1-l' 

Major Dyer (Dyre) 's case litgainst the 
Jews for violation of the Navigation 
Laws, comesto trial . 

1685, March 31 : At the Gener•• Court of Tlt'}'alls Held 
Rhode I sland in his llajesties Name at Jlewport .. • 

On an Action or Complaint of Ma jor 
William Dyre as Survey or Gent against Mordecni Campanal, 
Saul Bro1'11, abraham Burgie, Rachel the Widow and Reli•t 
of Symon Mendez deed and other Jews fforei~e borne. 
(Records of the Generall Court of Trials. Ll6~71-172Q7, 72, 
73 ; Gutstein, OR_ ctlj;, 40). 

Abraham Burgi s was probably originally frorn the 
Barba dos . ......., He paid taxes there in 1680 ( PAJHS 1, XIX, [i91Q/, 
175). He. buried in New Bowery cemetery in Ne~ir York in 
1732. (~S, XVIII, lf90'}], 97). 



N' '?J 'fJ. .. o. 

The Jews are exonerated of the charges 
brought by :Oyer. Jewish property is 
restored, and Dyer is to pay the ooet 
of the suit. 

1685, March 31: Verdict, Wee fineti for ·the defe,nda.nt 
Rhode Isla.nd and that the Plaintiff pt:tY cost of the 

court. 'rhe distraint upon the defendants 
goods be taken off and their estates so seized be Restored by 
the Generf.il Secyt. ( Fleoords of the General Court of •rriale. 
ffe?l-17247, 73; Gutstein, 2J? qJ,.~, 4~3) 

--~·-.._._o __ ""'_ .. , ........ _ ... _ 



1688, September: 
Rhode I sland 

Ho.~+~. 

Abraham Campannall (Campanall) is 
licensed as a freeman . 

Persons Licensed as Freemen 
Abraham Ca~nall ~ode ~d Colonial 
Records, Ll678-1706 , III, Bartlett, 243) 

Accordi ng to Good.man , Abraham Campai\all was the only Jew 
admitted to this privil ege in the history of colonial Rhode 
I sl and (American Overture,, 43). 

This is our last reference t o Abraham campannall. 



No. 3¥\-. 

According to De la Mothe Cadillac, most 
of the inhabitants of Rhode Island in 
1692 are either ~uaker or Jewi sh. 

1692 : Of Rodeille.nt (Rhode Island) -- I pass 
Rhode I sland in silence over several small islands; 

after the l ast, I shall mention only two, 
which are pl aced to the East of Long Island. You must pass 
between this one and the other two, to reach Rhode I sland. 
The entrance into this passage is good, and you may almost 
t ouch t he shore with the end of the bow-Eprit without danger. 
There are but two corps de garde a t the entrance, each of 
which mounts but two guns. The t own i s two leagues and a 
half within the island, and on the margin of t he water . It 
is partly built of bricks. The Governor is a ~uaker. Most 
of t he inhabitant s are either ~uakers or Jews. There are 
t~o hundred men who bear arms . In entering you must keep a 
north-north wes t course . There are ten fathoms of water. 
They say tha t t he settlers own two hundred thousand sheep 
or la~bs . (Article XII. - Extracts from a ~emoir of M. De La 
Mot he Cadillac, 1692, Concerning Acadia and New England; 
f r om t he Archives of Paris-Translated t o South by James 
Robb , M.D; Collections o..f_theMaine Historiqal $.tlciety -
Series I - VI, 288) 





No. ~"S. 

Da.vid the Jew ie fined because he 
traded with children . 

1659, November 9: David the Jew, for his miedemeanour in 
Connecticut going into houses when the beads of ye 

fa!!liliee wr absent, and tradeing prvision 
f xom children and for such like misdemeanrs is fined 20s. 
(Public Pecords of ~C)lony .Qf...Connecticut, J. B. Tru~bull, 
Haxt!ord, Ll85~, I, 353 • 

J . Hammond Trumbull fixes t his entry as early a s 1150 
(~emorial Hiet)ry of Hartford County, Connecticut, Boston, 
[f.86§/, I , 321 ~ ·L,. ~ ,;...-n~ 

.hccording to Goodman, there was much anti-Dutch, anti
foreign atmosphere in Connecticut at this period . (American 
Ovet..ture, 25). 



No. 3% 

In John '1•llyne hands there are 10 
shillingn for the Jews. 

1660, February 11: The remallneth in Dan Frets hand due to 
Connecticut the Townie 2-6-2 More in John Allyne hand 

for the ~Tews o-10-o paid t o Mr. Jon Al en 
for a debt ye Towne owed him for~rly. (C!l.ll.e..c.t..1.ons of ~ 
02nnecticut Historical So~ie·~, Hartford, VI, 133). 

o ____ _ 

The first mention of Jews in number in Connecticut, 
appea r s here in the Hartford Tolm Fecord (PAJ1{S , XI, J:i9o~7, 
86 ). 



The question of the Jews' status is 
brought up at t he Hartford Town Meet
ing. The decision is that those Jews 
now living in John Marsh' s house are 
given permission to sojourn in the 
town for seven months. 

1601, September 2: The same day: ye Jewee wch at prsent 
Connecticut live in Jon karsh's house, have liberty 

to eoirne in ye Tolme for eeaven months. 
(Collections of the Connecticut Historical Society [1891:!,· 
VI, 135) 

The Jews orobably continued to reside in Hartford, for 
mention is made of them subsequently. Strangely eno~h, 
~artford had no synsgogue prior t o 1847. (P~, XI LlflJ:;f!, 
87). 



1668, March: 
Connecticut 

N ~~-o. 

Jacob the Jew is transported to New York. 

J acob the Jew like,i.f e Transported to 
N e1' York March 16~ (Connecti9ut H1._ej;ortcal 
Q.otlety, Collec..ll_pHs, XIV 630). 

J acob is urobably Jacob Lucena, 



1670, March 9: 
Connecticut 

possess ion of 

David Jew 
Jacob Jew 

No. ~ 'i '\. 

David Jew and Jacob Jew are listed ae 
inhabitants of Hartford. 

List of Families in Hartford with 
quantity ofti0ain in possession of 
each an ace : Of Corne: now in 

sundry inhabitants in Hartford. 

Wht. 
a 

Ind . Persns 
1 
l 

(Connecticut Historical Society, XXI, 196) 

~ccording to Good.man, the Jews were not deprived of be
coming inhabitantA, even t hough it wae necessary to secure 
the aporoval of the majority of townepeoole. No lees a 
person than David the Jew, •ho bad been fined for tradlin~ 
with children, wae permitted to establish himself permanent
ly in Hartford. (American Overture, as) .. 

J acob Jew was probably Jacob Lucena who ie mentioned in 
Connecticut, seven months later. 



Bo. '350· 

Jacob Lucena is ~ried in Hartford on 
a~oriminal charge and is fined twenty 
pounds. He ia to remain in prison 
until the fine is paid, and then is 
to be discharged from the colony . 

167~, 1 October 11: Jacob Lucena hae been tried by the 
Connecticut Court of Assistants, October 11, 1670. 

(on a cri!rlinel charge) end fined f 20 
to be i?Dprisoned until the f ine wae paid, and immediately 
on bis discharge to leave the colony. (Records of Court of 
Aesistante (1669-1701) 7; Public Records of Connecticut, 
II, 144 footnote). _._ 

Jacob Lucena was guilty acc<>rding to J . R. Marcus of 
having been"notorious in bis l a scivious dali ence, and want_ 
on carriage and profers to several women.• (J. R. Marcus, 
hmerican Jewish Archives Publication "Light on Early 
Connecti cut Jewry,• January, 1949, 3). 

" According to Hu"1er, Lucena's off ense was probably Sabbath 
breaking. (PAJHS, XI, [190~, 87 ). 

~~~~--0~------~ r J·~ob Lucena was a butcher in Bew ~msterdem, in the )!.881' 
1680., 

$~ 



No. ~~I. 

Lucena is to remain in prison until 
hie fine was paid, or given stripes. After 
hie release, he wa s to be banished from 
the colony and not to return . 

1670 Without Lyoinse from the court upon 
CoLnecticut payne of severe corporall punishment 

(Connecticut Colonial Records, N.E: 
Records of the Court of ~esistante /_1669-1701], 7: lianuscript 
in Connecticut State Library; Cited in Goodman, ~merican 
Overture, 27). 



10. ~s~. 

Favor ie shown to Jacob Lucena 
(Lucenae) because he is a Jew. His 
fine is abated 10 pounds by the court . 

1670, October 13: A Generall Court Holden at Hartford, 
Connecticut October 13th 1670 .•• Upon the bumble 

petition and submission of Jacob Lucenae, 
for some abatement of the fine imposed upon him by the Court 
of Jq:isi stants, the Court see cause, considering he is a Jew, 
to shew him what favoure they may, abate him tenn pownds of 
hi s fine . (Public Records o..f_ the Colony of COllnectj_cj,tt, II, 144). 

It is orobable that Lucena'e Connecticut judges cut 
his fine in half because he was one of God' R chosen people. 
(Marcus, J. R. PAJA, op cit, 4). 



No. 353. 

As a token of respect to Ae\.er (Assur) 
Levy, Levy's petition to ab~te Lucena•s 
(Lucenae) f ine i s accepted. 

1671, May 11: Upon the petition of Mr. Aesur Levy, 
Connect i cut this Court sees cause to abate five 

pownde of J acob Lucenae'e fine, as a 
token of their re·spect t o the sayd Yr. As sur Levy (Public 
Records of Cqnneoticut, II, 154). 

Asser Levy, a respected merchant and butcher, was able 
t o have the fine age.in halved . Jf1C!ob Luc ena undoubtedly 
met As .eer Levy in New A. meterdam. l. 'FbeY... \IJU'.e.-1;>,0.th sworn in 
a-e-.ou~ch~-..!!R~P.!--1~-eame, t.ime...11660)) 



. -

MASSACHUSETTS 



John White baa t he opinion that previous 
to the year 1626, the Indians bad inter
course with Jews. The proof of this is 
a Hebrew name for an Indian dwelling. 

1626 Howsoever it be, it f alls out that the 
Massachusetts· name of the place which our late colony 

bath chosen f or their seat proves to be 
perfect Hebrew, being c~lled ~ Keike, by interpretation, 
the Bo..§mD of Consolation. (Chroniglee 21 U!e First Planters 
of the Colony of Massachusetts Bay, 7i623-1636/. A. Young, f2) • - - - - L~ -

The f irst known Jew in Massachusetts - Solomon Franco 
appeared on May 2, 1649.8tf l\ J r·f\ . ie the Hebrew for 
Bosom of Consolation. 



No.~SS. 

The ouestion, "What ends may be pro
posed in planting colonies?" Reason 
Number Four -- "that the Jewes con
version is near.• 

1630 A fourth reason to prove that God ha th 
Mase. left this great and glorious worke t o 

this age of the world, is t he nearness 
of t he Jewes conversion • . . That t his day cannot be f arre 
off appeares by t he fulfilling of the prophesies , precedent 
to that great and glorious worke, and the generall expect~
tion t hereof by all men, such as was found among the Jewes 
both in Judea end in some o ther parts of the world before 
t he coming of Christ in the flesh, now then let it bee granted 
tha t the Jewes conversion is neare, and that the Gentiles, 
and consequently the Indians must needs bee gathered in 
befo~e th~t dey . (Planters ~lea on the Grounds of Planta
tions exami ned ~ined>and uPual objections answered; 
Massachusetts Historical Society Collections, LXII, 380 ). -

According to Friedman, the prevalent feeling a.~ong the 
Cbri~ti ans was , tha t when the Jews wer e dispersed t hr ough
out every l and , then, they would convert t o Christianity 
(Early American Jews, 3). 



10.l SI.. 

Rebecca Iesacke ie bound for Ne• England. 

1634, April: A note of the name of all the passengers 
ilassachusette which tooke ship'Oinge in the Elizabeth 

of Ipswich, bound for New England the 
last of April, 1634. Rebecca Ieaacke, 36 years. (Collections 
of the MaJJsa.chusetta Historical §oci ety, XXX J Volume 10, 3rd 
Series). Boston, Lfs3y, 141). 

Joseph Isaack or Rebecca Isack e may have been names of 
Jews ~ho bad become converts in Europe. (P~S, XI Lf9037 18). 



1636, March 9: 
Maesachueette 

No.~ S1 · 

Joseph Isaack is made free 

eons made free the 9th ..• Joseph Isaack 
(Records of t~ Governor of Massa.Q.Pueetts 
~(1628-164lJ, I, 372). 



No. 3~ 5f . 

Religious tolerance i e a subject of 
d iscussion , by one person in Puritan 
Massachusetts. 

1645, November 24: To allo• and mainta ine full and f ree 
Ma ssachusetts toleracon of religion to all men that 

• ould preserve the civill peace and 
sub$i t unto government, and there was no limitacon or 
excepcon against Turke, Jew, Papert, Arrian . .• or any 
other. ( M.aeeachueett e Historical ..6.Q.o.le.:ty PrQceedings, 
vr, f_l.asg/, 478). 



No. ~SC\. 

Elliot believes the 37tb chapter of the 
Book of Ezekiel is applicable to the 
Indians, •as such Jew.• 

1647, December 23: Elliot the missionary believes the 37th 
Masse.chusetts. Chapter of Ezekiel was principally 

applicable to the Indians , a s such Jew. 
(Felt, Ecclesiastical History oI N~ Eniland, 11, 12). 

John Elliot (1604-1690) was a missionary ·to the Indians 
(Dictionary ~ America~Biography, V, 79). 



1647, December 31: 
Massachusetts 

hood is very sudden 

No • .3 <.o. 

A colonist voices the opinion that the 
reason for the great ~ortality rate 
among children is a s a providential 
dispensation t o prepare f or the work 
of Christ, in the conversion of the Jews. 

to prepare f or the go od work of the Lord 
Jesus in the overthrow of the Anti-Christ 
and calling t he Jews, which in all likl i
to be performed. [Felt,~ cit., II, 23). 



No. ~'\. 

Solomon Franco 1 e C)i ven "tlnney out of 
the treasury For passage to Holland 

1649, May 2: Upon the petition of Soloman Franco, 
Utissachusetts the corte doth not find any cleare 

ground upon •ch f act-orige should be 
du~ or alo•ed him by the ~e ior genrall, out of the estate 
of the principle, ~no estate of Emenuell Feradoes apnearing; 
but the Corte doth allow tbe sai d Solomon Franco 66 p •eeks 
out of the treasury for tenn weeks, f or his subsisteni~ till 
he can ~et his passage into Holland, so as he do it w in 
that time. ( Records of the Governor of Massacbueette Bay 
~842-1649], II, 273J. - - -

Solomon Franco is the fir s t kno'tm Jew in the North 
American colonies . 

See Nd. )(,i· 



No. ~(,l. 

Solomon Franco's petition for factorage 
out of Pereda' s car go is denied. Franco 
is given money out o f t he trea sury f or 
passage t o Holland. 

1649 , ida.y q : In answer to the petition of Solomon 
Massachusetts Franco, the J ew, who requested f f actorage 

or ealarie out of ye cargo of I manuell 
Perado , cons i gned to the mayor gennll, Edwa rd Gibbons , Esq 
being by him intrueted and imployed t herein : on vieweing I 
leaving what he could say, the Courte could not f i nd any 
c l eere ground .vpo web factorage should be dew or allowed him 
by ye mayor gennll out of the estate of t he principl es, no 
estate of Emanuell Peradas · being extant; but the Court doth 
allow t he sAi d Solomon Franco eixe shilling p week e out of 
the treasury f or tenn •eekes f or hie subeis t ance, till be 
cann gett hie passage into Holland, so a s be doe it wth in 
t hRt t i me . (R17orde of the Governor of Massachusetts Bay, 
III, [1644-1657 155-160)- - - --- -.c::._ 

See 



Elliot a gain affirms hie belief that 
the Indians are of Hebrew origin. 

1649, July 8: Eliot communicates his purpose to 
Massachusetts Whitfeld , for translating the Bible 

into the Indian tongue and educa ting 
some Indian youths, and mentions the need of help from 
t he Charitable. He previously communicated hie opinion, 
that t he Indians here were of Hebrew origin. (Uaseachueette 
Historic~ l Society Collections, IV, 119). 



No.~~'i. 

The Reverend John ")owman , of Engl and, 
also believes that the Indians of New 
England are of Jewish descent. 

1649, December 29: In bis ap9eal for the cause of missions 
Uassachusetts here, t ile Rev. John Downam addresses bis 

countrymen in England . ... Let the gift 
of God in temporal things make way for the Indian's receipt 
of spiritualle." He also t akes t he g round thet the Indians 
of New England are of Jewish descent. (Felt, o~~ - II, 17). 

Elliot was not alone in the belief tha t t he Indians were 
of Jewish descent. 



Roger Williams reque s t s 1;hat John 
Winthrop, Jr. return the Je• 

1654: We all so here that 2 of lilr. Dells 
Massachusetts bookes were l ately burnt at the 

llaseachusette (possibly) containing some 
shays-things against the Presbyterians & Acaelemi ans, of which 
J. b11ought over one cald the Tri all of Spiri tE1. 

I pray you to read and retume this Jew. I have all so an 
answere to him by a good pl a ine man, expoundi.ng ~11 which 
the Jew t a ken literally in a spiritual way: & I have (in a 
dis cours e of a Knight / L'Estrange) proving Americans no 
Jewes ) another t ouch against him: however. I. r e joiced to see 
Fuch industrious spirits brea til')g in that peo1ple toward 
t he Messiah or Christ of God. (Winthrop Pape~re, 1654, 
M.~ Hi s t. Colleqtiops

0 
Vol VI, Fourth Series: , 291) 

Ro~er• Vrilliams (1603-1682) wa s a clergyman. and president 
of Rhode I eland ( Dictionan of American Jll..Qu'.filWY, 88, 286). 



No. ~ <.C.. 

Inc·rease Mather st a tes that be doe s not 
believe that the outcasts of Israel 
would be gathered together yet. 

1666, November 16: Though before the current year an i~ 
Massacbusette preseion prevailed in the Christi an ftorld 

that the outca sts of Israel were to 
gathered together .. . Increase 'lather delivered a monthly 
lecture on it in Boston, and presented the negative of it, 
ma intaining that t he set time would not yet come. (Felt. Q:9 
£.!! II, 369) 

Increase Mather, a Puritan clergymon, politi cian, and author 
lived from 1639 to 1723. (lie.lone P .

1 
Dictionary of amer ican 

Bi ography, XII, 390). - - - -



~(, ,_ 
Ho. 

Sollomon, "the malata Jue of Bostorne," 
profaned the Christian Sabba th by 
travelling. 

1668: Sollomon, "ye Mala t a Jue" of Boetorne, 
Massachusetts presented from r enharn for profaning the 

Lord's day travelling through W enha~ on 
hie journey toward Puscatqua. (R~..QJ'.'~B a.nd. Fil..eB_ o~-!be 
~uarterly Courts _gf Essex Gounty, _l!aee. IV fJ.667-1671!, 87) . 



A minister believes that the divine 
protective extended to the Jews, is 
similar to that, experienced by the 
people of the colonies. 

1673, May 7: The General Court assemble. The Election 
Vaeeschueetts Sermon is preached by Urian Oakes . His 

text is Deut. XXX29 and . .• He views the 
protection divinely extended to the Jeue, like that experienced 
by the people of the confederated Colonies . (Felt, _gp_ sa,t, II, 
504). 



1674: 
MaE sa.chueetts. 

No. l ,'\. 

Samuel Gold and Rowland Gideon are 
mentioned in the first Boston tax list 
of 1674. 

No 1, 1674 for Constable \ Towne\ Countrey 
Greenwood f e d 'f s d 

~ Samu e 1 Gold ( 56 ) • . 4 . . 2 .• 
Rowland Gideon, ye Jew (143) .• 18 •• 

(First ~p7!lf of the RecQ.rd Cmnm1.WDJ>.ei-s aLthe .c.uy ~ 
Boston, 16 SJ Boston p:--29) 

Rowland Gideon was one of the Jews to whom letters of 
denization had been granted by the British government in 
1679, g iving him permission to trade in the English colonies. 
(PAJHS, XXII' D9l!f, 80). 

It i s not known whether Samuel Gold was Jewish. 

In 1675. Gideon appeared with one Baruch in a l awsuit 
before a Bos ton court. 



50. J 10· 

Rowland Gideon ( Gidyon) appes.rs in a 
law suit in Boston with Baruch. Gi deon 
states tha t tbere ·•as only one law f or the 
Jews end non-Jews, in olden times. He 
further appeals to the Court for f a irness 
hy saying that the Christian colonists 
could be f athers of the Jewi sh scattered 
nation. 

1675: And a s to his supplement to enforce my 
Massachusetts books, they are really as •ell for thiB 

as the l a st court, although new evidence 
is as needless as unusual for the practice of this Court where 
God commands our Fathers that the same law should be for the 
stranger and sojourners as for this Israalite. I am thus 
committing my c a se to the Honorable Court and Gentlemen of 
the Jure pr aying for the prosperity of your Government end 
that you may be further f a therP of this scattered na tion, 
and so remain yer Rumble Servant, Rowland Gidyon. (Recorde 
of tbe Court of r.ss i s tants, Vol. 1, p. 49; SuJ?reme Judicial 
Court, Suffolk Files No. 1401~ F.!!ZHS, XXIII Ll91§7 SQ). 



1675, July 12: 
Massa.chusett s 

Gideon's appeal Rga.inst Benjamin a:ibbs 
is denied. 

Benjamin CH bbs plf.tn:bi ff agt HowHmd Gideon 
Gibb~ a.r;;t Gi~Ron execution Issued out but 
ee,tt1sf1ed w out Baruch d.ef:fendt in an 

action of Appeale from the Judgment of the County Court in 
Boe ton After the A tte,chment GourtB ·Judgment Reasons of Appeale 
fJ,nd evidences in the Gase uroduced were Pead comi tted to the 
Jury and 1;:1,re on file wth the Hecords of thU3 Court the Jury 
brought in their virdict they found for the deffendan.t com-
firmatei of the fformel' judgment~ Oosta of Courts. (Massa-
c}1:qse.tts Qpµrob 9_:f 1\§f.~Jt~jt::t:n.t.s, R.ecords I, 1673, 92). ---·-··--·-·· 

0 __ ,,_ ___ ---·--
11 0onfirmati 11 in r.1.bove intended for 11 confirmation° .fJobn 

Noble, Ibi£l1, 



1677, August 4: 
Massachusetts 

No.~ '1~. 

Hobert Levy was apprehended in Boston 
and whipped for attending a quaker meet
ing. 

Robert Levy, apprehended in Boston was 
whipped, for attending a Qua1\:er meeting. 

_____ o __ ·--·-·---

There is no mention of Robert Levy's religion. 



1683 , June 3 : 
Hassachusett s 

No . °l'l'\. 

Cotton Mather wants t o crucify bis lusts, 
with the same fervor, ae the J ews crucifi ed 
Jesus. 

I then resolved, tha t I would c ruci fy all 
the Lust e of the Flesh ; ina smuch aR either 
they have killed the Lord, Jesus Christ, 

or el se they would kill me. This work, I now began, by doing 
unto !TIY Lu s t s , As t he Jewes did u_~to the Lord J eeus Christ . 
(Di ary of o tton Mather. (Mae~acbueetts H st orical Collection, 
VII, 64 ) 

Cotton Ma ther , a Puritan clergyman , who lived from 1662-
1727 , wa s t he eldest son of I ncrease. (Mal one , Dumas, 
Dlction~ ry p f hmerican Biogr aphy , XI I, 386). 



No. 2> 1 '"\· 

Increase Mathe!' stated thnt he did not 
know of a.. ~:iingle Jew in Boston, during 
the winter of 1683. He did not know 
if any Jews went from Boston to the 
Ba.rbados _ 

1684: I knew not there was a.ny Jevu in Bor:::ton 
Masmwhusetts the la.st wint'er, nor did I learne that 

any Jew dld go from thence to Barbados; 
to be sure, I saw nonf:i, nor did I ever send a letter by any 
Jew in my l:lfe. (Mather Paperr'.l; M~~_.§.!:~.2-h~§_-~~-~-$ I~A.Q._].Qr_;LQJ:tl 
~.Q9.J.~ty Qg_l_l.\1.QJ;.Jons, VIII, 102, Series.IV, 102). 



168 5 , March 26: 
Massachusetts 

No . )15. 

Samuel Sewall believes the Elder of the 
Church to be "a happy type of the calling 
of the Jews. 11 

V:ent to the Gathering of the Church at 
Sherborn and ordaining llr. Daniel Gookin 
their Pastor. But six Brethren and three 

of the ••• managed the Work; Mr. Nathe Gooki n introduced the 
Elder, a ha ppy Type of the Calling the Jews. (Diary of Samuel 
Sewal l; Ma.saachueetts Histo_rical ..Q.9l~cti on, Fifth Seri es, V, 
68). 

Samuel Sewall was a merchant, colonia l magistra te and 
diarest who lived in New England from 1661-1730. (Malone, 
Dumas , Dictiona ry J2i.. Jl.meric~ri B.,iQgkftl>llJ, XVI, 610) . 



16~, Feb. 7: 
l!assachusette 

No. ~,'8. 

The minister preached from Isaiah 12. ) 
"And in that day thou shalt say; I will 
give thanks unto Thee, O Lord." The 
reason for the thanksgiving was that the 
Jews were t o be convert ed. 

Sabbath. Went to the first Meeting House 
both parts of the day ... Mr. ~oodey 
preached from Isa 12:1 beginning upon that 
Scripture this day -- In that day thou 

shalt say I c. Shewing that twa s chiefly a Directory of 
Thanksgiving f or the Conversion of the Jews; and that should 
get our Praises ready before bond. (Diary of Samuel Sewell 
.: assachueette Historical Collections. Fourth Series, V, 121). 



16~, J an. 20 : 
Mas sachusetts 

No.~,,. 

A minister pr~acbes c oncerning the 
calling of the Jews to inhabit Judeia. 

Mr. Lee ureaches the Lecture Eccles 
7. 14 • • • Spake of the inverted Ra h1bo•, 
God shooting a t somebody. And that our 

ti~es better than the f ormer, and expected better still . 
Turks going down, a sign on : Jews call'd and to inbalbit 
Judea and old Jerusalem. ( Di ary of Sewall; Maseacbuee.:t.1~ 
Historical Collections, Fourth Series, v , 165). 



No.~1t 

Samuell Sewall states th8t if the 
Indians are of Jewish descent, that 
their eeooueal of Christianity will 
gladden the world. 

16~, February 15: Dr. Thorowgood writ a Treatise above 
~assachueette 30 years years ago, entitled Jews in 

America shewing the Americans to be of 
Abraham 's Posterity. If eo, the day of this Espousal •ill 
mak e all the Christian World glad , and the Rieb among the 
Peoole well desire their favour. (Letter book of Samuel 
Sewall, lAaeeachueette Hi s torical ..Q.ollections, Sixth Series , 
I, 22). 

The Christiane really wanted to convert the Jews. 



7 
1689, January 13: 
Massachusetts 

No.~ "l'\. 

Samuel Sewall was presented a pair of 
Jerusalem garters , mede in Algiers by 
a Jew. 

Gee presents me with a oair of Jerusalem 
Garters which cost about 2 nieces 8 

(Spanish dollars) 1n Algiers, were ~ade by 
a Jew. (Diary of Samuel Sewall; Massachusetts Historical 
Collection, Fourth Series, V, 199) 



No.~ iso. 

A sermon ie preached on the subject 
of the Jewe and Edom. 

1688, September 20: J.lr. Lee preaches from Ezek 47.11. 
Maseachueette Ske•'d that Edom was on the South 

side of Aephaltitiee, and probably 
ttey would not be connected. Jews understood it of Italy, 
c~lled th at Edom. (Diary of Samuel Sewall; blaes. Hist. 
Coll_, Fourth Series, v, 226). - --- -



1689, June 20: 
Maesachusette 

Samuel Stow tells Winthop of his efforts 
to write an Essay f or the purpose of the 
conversion of the Jewe. 

I mkke bold to present after my rude 
Dl8llners, a few lines unto you to con
gratulate yo~r recovery, and to inf~rm 

your Honour of a great attempt y I have been l aboring to 
write an essay to call the Jewes . (Winthrou Papers ; Maesachu~~t1 
Hi st . Coll. Sixth Series V, 23). 



No. > 5 ').. B.Jl.a-"a-.<lL ~ tAftM ~ 
s ..... ,,.i ~ ~ ..... --·~ 1LJ1w""V.''-

1s 95: List of inhabitants in Boston 1 695 
Ma s sachusetts Raphael Abandana 

Samuel The Je• 
(First Rep ort and Re-co.rd C.omm.is_ei..one.rs of City of Boston 
/I.87~ Vol 1 p. 158, 164). 



Cotton Ma.tber'e one desire ie to con
vert a Jew . 

1 696, July 11: For the Conversion of the Jewish 
Massachusetts Nation and for my own having the 

Happiness, a t some time or other to 
baptize a Jew, that should by my 

Ministry, bee brought home unto the Lord. (Diary of 
Cotton Mather; Massachusetts Hj~. C9ll. Seventh Series, 
VII 200). 



Bo. 3S L\· 

"-~~ 

Joseph and Samuel Frazon~ Jews in Boston. 

1697 There are severall families of them (Jews) 
Yassachusetts at Hew York; and New England is seldom 

wholly without the~. There are two at 
Boston: anno, 1697, viz . Ur. Joseph Frazon and Mr. Samuel 
Fro~on, his brother, to whom I a:n beholden for a eight of the 
Soanish Bible. Joseph Frazon was eometimee scholar to the 
learned yeoeuhah da Sylva in London. They acquaint me that 
the Jews were formerly very numerous in the Dutch plantations 
in Brazi~ f ather and grandfa ther did d•ell there. (Pboenom§rte~ 
quaedem Land Ed. Boston 1721] by Rev. Samuel Sewall p. 39; 

""EllrlYAmerican_J..eJl.8, L. Friedman~ p 5-6). 

~~~~-0~~~~~ 

Cotton Mather a t tempted to convert the Frazons. (PAJH~ , 
XI, [l.90~, 79). 



No. 3&-S. 

Cotton Ua tber bas vision that the 
conversion of the Jews is near. 

1699 , May 21: I had advice from heaven that a glorious 
MassachusettE Refor.nation is near . . . That I shall 

shortly see some Harvest of my Prayers 
and Paine, for the Jewish nation also . (Diary of Cotton 
Mather; Massachusetts Hist. Coll . Seventh Series, VII, 302) 



1699 , April: 
Massachusetts 

Cotton Mather attemptel t o convert an 
infidel Jew in town. · 

Whereas, I have now for diverse years, 
employe'd much prayer for, and eome 
Discourse with, an infidel Jew in this 

Town; t his a Desire t o glorify my Lord Jesus Christ in 
the Conversion of that Infidel, if Hee oleaee to accent 
mee in tha t Service . I this day r ene•'d my Request unto 
Heaven for it. And writing a short letter to the Jew, 
wherein I enclose my, Fa ith of the Fathers, and La Fe clel 
Christiane, I sent it unto him. (Diary of Cotton Mather; 
Massachuse t ts Hi s t . Coll. Seventh Series, VII, 300). 



1699, November 2: 
Ma.eeachusette 

Marriagt! of Issac Decoster to Uary Temple. 

Issac Dt!coeter & Yary Temple were !Darri ed 
by lir. Bey a Wodsworth November 2. (A 
Report _g f ~e Record Commissioners c_gn

taining Boston Births, Baptjlsms, Marriages, and Deaths, 
1630-1699 Boston, 1883, IX, 250} 

_____ o ____ _ 

It is no t known whether l[seac Decoster wa,., t,I~wieh or not. 
At any rate, the girl whom he married appears .... non-Jewisb, ae 
•ell a s the minister. 



The Earl of Bellomont asks a Jew to examine 
a bandit to see if be were circumcized. 

1699, November 29: Gillam is supposed to be the man that en-
Massachusetts couraged the ship's company to turn pirates, 

and the ship has been ever since robbing 
in the 'C ed Sea and Seas of India .•• It was commonly reported 
that Gillam .•• turned Mobam~edan and he was circumcized. I 
had him searched by a surgeon and a Jew in this town: they 
have both dedlared on oath that he_~e circumcised. (Pirates 
of tbe _!iew ~land Coe.et .LI630-1730.J Dow and Edmonds, 34-36) . 



No. ~S9. 

Minister believes in the national calling 
of Jews . 

1700: I The Great Gosoel Priviledge of having I 
Maesachusette Christ exhibited to Sinfull Ken, / wherein/ 

Also is proved there should be / a National 
Calling of the I Jews I from Zech XIII. (Samuel ~illard, 
Teacher of a Church in Boston IV. 210; Massachusetts Hist. 
Soc. Coll . 2nd series, II, 41). 

The conversion of the Jews always was near to heart jlf the 
di s tributors _gt this article. Chief Justice Sewall. .(Samuel 
A. Green, ~ 



CAROLINA 



3C\O· No. 

John Locke's Constitution mentions the 
right of Jews to organize their own 
religious groups. 

1669, July 21: yt heathens, Jues, and other disentere 
CP- r olina from the purity of Christian religion 

may not be scared and kept at a distance 
f r om it, but by having an oppertunity of acquainting tbem
selveb with the truth & reasonableness of its doctrinee, & 
ye peacableness & inaffencivenees of its 9rofeeeore, may by 
good usage and perswasion •• . be wone over to imbrace and 
unfeynedly receive ye truth. Therefore any eeaven or more 
persons agreeing in any religion shall constitute a church 
or urofeesion to •ck. they shall give some name to distinguish · 
it from others. (Shaftesbury, Papers, Collections ~f the 
South Carolina Historical Society, V Charleston, 113; aleo, 
Colonial Records of NJ2!'.Jii Cf~rOlina' V662-l 71Y' I' aoa). 

It is litt le wonder that the persecuted Jew like the ner~ 
eecuted Hugenot came here to find a haven of reAt . South 
Carolina welcomed the Jew, e.e a citizen, and the Jew showed 
himself worthy of the confidence that was nl aced on him. 
(El za.A, B. Jews of South Carolina, [19057, 2, 3). 



1695 , ~UF,'USt 17: 
Carolina 

No. ~l\\. 

Governor John Archdale of South Carolina 
uses a Jew as interpreter to gain informa
tion from fou r I ndians t : ken prisoner by 
Yammassees. 

There were three .Jen and one Y1o?Dan; 
they could speak Spanisb , and I bad a 
Jew f or an Interpreter so upon examina

t i on I found they profess ' d the Christi an Religion as the 
PapiBtR do . (.krchdale, 11Description of CRrolina , " in B. R . 
Carrol; Hi s t orical Collect ion of South Cprolina, II , 106 
Har per Ll8 3§.l). 

Thie nroves tb~t there was a Jew in Cha r lestown in 1695 , 
(Elza~ , Q.P cit, 19). 

a c r ording to Goodman, the unamed Je~ was 
Sepbardie, ano was ther efore well qualified 
such Spanish as was s~!jn by the I ndians. 
£!.merican...JJv~rturfi, - · 

assumedly 
to transla te 
(A~rican -



No.~ C\'l., · 

Simon Valentyn witnesses a bond between 
$a.mull Mencks and Mathew Taladar. 

1695, October 14: Samuel Mencksl.Bond from Samuel Mencke 
Carolina of the County of Berkley to Mathe• 

Tnladar Witnessed by Simon Valentyn 2. 
Bond f rom Mathew Talade.r to Samuel Mencke Witnessed by 
Simon Valentyn. (Grant Book /J.696-l?OJi[ ); Found in Elzas, 
Le~ve § from ~Historical }lanuscript, Zf90J:f, 27. 

Dr. El zae is satisfied from the number of ti!!lee 8e??1Uel 
11encks ' nrune ap"Oears 1'i th the. t of Simon Valentyn . tba t 
Mencke 1R t be name of a Jew. It may be a misspelling of 
J acob Mendie who was naturalized in 1697. (Elzas, ibid, 2 ). 

Si mon Valentyn appears as Simon V~l entyn ~an der Wilde in 
Ne~ York from 1 684 to 1688. He wa s t be brother-in-law of 
Ass er Levy. 



No. ~'\3. 

samuel Mencke eelle a negro to Simon 
Valentyn (vaientine). 

1696 , October 27: Samuel Mencke 
Car olina Bill of Sale of a Negro from Samuel 

Mencke of Cbe.rles Tolm to 8imon Valentine. 
(Probote Court Records, Cbarleeto1ftl, Volume .tI._694-l?Ofl 323; 
Elzae, Leaves from My nietorical Manuscript TJ90J] 2). 



No. 3'\'\ 

Simon Valentyn ( VS.llentine), Jacob 
Mendie, Avil& ~all merchants, were 
granted liberty of conscience 

1697, March 10: An &ct for the making aliens free of 
Car olina thia part of the Province and for 

granting liberty of conscience to all 
Pr otes tants All Aliens. 

Si~on Vallentine, merchant -- L\indecipherabl~ 
merchant , J acob Menke's Mer chant, and avil a merchant (Statutes 
of South Carolina , II, 131-133 ). 

There i s every reason to believe tha t these Jewish merchant s , 
~ome of whom - orobPbly ~ 11 - wer e of Soanieh and Portugese 
desc ent (Goodman, American Overtur e, 21). 



169 7, May 26: 
Carolina 

No. :{\f:> • 

Simon Valentyn (Valentine) is naturalized. 

Carolina 
The Rt . Honble Joseph Blake Esqr. one of 
the true and absolute Lds and Proprietors 

of the Pr ovince of Ca rolina Commaner i n Chief vice Admiral 
and Govern~ of South Carolina •• • Know yee tha t Simon Valentine 
Mercht: an alien of ye Jewish Nation borne out of the Crown 
of England bath t aken his oath of allegi ance t o our Sovereigne 
Lord William ye Third over England . . And is fully • •• 
~ualified and Capacitated to have use and enj oy ell t he rights 
Priviledgee. Powers and Immunityee Given ••• t o any Alien 
tben Inhabitant of South Carolina 

Joseph Blske 
(Gr ?nts, Salee Book D, 1703-9, Secretary of State's 6ffice 
in Columbi a ; Elzas' Jews of South CAro l ina , 21-22) . · 

0 --- ---Si mon VAlentiyn was certainly the most orominent Jew in 
t he Pr ovince of hie day and judging from the ~umber of t imes 
hi a name appears on ad.ministr a tion bonde , hE/rtrust have been 
one of the strongest citizen financially in Charles Town in 
1700. (ibid). 



Abraham Avila1'- of Charlestown emnowers 
Simon Valentyn (valentine) to be- hie 
attorney. 

1698: Abraham Avilah of 0harlee Towne, in ye 
Carolina County of Berkely and Province of 

Carolina, for divers good causes and 
considerations me at this time especially moveing and more 
esnecially out of trust which I reoose in Mr. Si!D<>n Valentine 
M-cht (Probate Court Records, Book /_1694-170~; Elzae, ~ 
of South ca rolina, 22) . 

• 



1698 
Carolina 

357, See Book 

311 No. 

Simon Valentyn (Valentine) signs his 
name as surety on administra tive bonds. 

8 . Valentine signs name as surety on 
administration bonds. (Probate Court 
Records, Book 1692-3 280-1, a48, 256, \ 

1671-1727, p. 71; Elzae, ill!,. of South Q.@.rolinaJ . 



A braba.m Avila is naturalized. 

1698, August 3: Know yee thRt Abraba.m Avilla Merct, an 
Carolina alien of the Jewish Nation lk>rne out of 

the allegiance of the Crowne of England 
bath taken hie oath of alleg i ance to our Severaigne Lord 
\ illiam the Third over England .•. Qualified Rnd Capasitated 
to have use and Enjoy all the rights ~rivileges Powers and 
I mmunities Given . •• to any alien then Inhabit of South 
Carolina. (Columbia Records, Book Grants, 1696-1703, 81-2; 
Leaves from Ky HiRtorical Sc~~ ~) 



MARYLAND 



1639 & 
Uaryland 

A ment i on i s made of Vathia s Sousa. 

Debts separate remaining on received 
from Mathias Sousa ••••••••••• 012 in roll 
(llaryland Archivea, IV, 85). 

In the l ist of Sewi sh residents • in t he toune of St. llichaell'a•, 
Bar bados, i9- th~year i seo, appears the name of Abraham Sousa . 
{PAJliS, I, U.893,J, 105}. 
Ac cording t o J . ~ollander,"3eyond t he di sti ncti veness of the 
surname , ttere i s no evi~nc~ot Jewi sh f ai t h for Mathias Sousa 
of Maryl and• (PAJHS, II, U 894J • 37-38). 

~e have no real evidence t o subs t antiate the theory t hat llathias 
Sousa was ~ewish. 



1656 , January 12 1 
Maryland 

No. ~o · 

David Perera (tfarea) is ~o pay Henry 
Chappen tor sugar, amounting to 1254 
pounds of tobacco and cask. 

Wheras it appeareth that David ffarea 
came oblidged unto Henry Chappen for 
Sugar amounting to the 11\lm ot 1254 

pounds ot Tobacco and Caa~e ••• The CouTt do\11 therefore Order that 
tre said ffarea Shall make nresent payment of the said pounds of 
Tob and Caske or else Execution (Court and Testamentary Business, 
Liber E, III, 231; 7ound in A:chiyes QI l{aryland, X, 473). 

____ o ___ _ 

Since there is no further menti on of the case between Chappen 
and Ferera, Ferera probably paid for the sugar. 
This is probably the same David Ferera who appeared in New Am
sterdam lSee No.t~New .Amsterdam). There are thirty-five references 
to Ferera in Uaryland; forth-four in New .Amsterdam. He commu ted 
back and forth from t ime to time. F~rera seems to have prospered 
in Uaryland, frequently being mentioned in lawsuits in demand 
of unpail debts. The last time we hear of David 7erera is on Eeb
ruary 26 , 1660, when he ~on his suit fo= 450 pounds of tobacco 
and cask from the only other probable Jew in Ua.ryland, Jacob 
Lumbrozo (See Nos)\~"'1'\'ti.) 



1656, January 131 
11ar7land 

Io. +o I. 

Emperor Smith is prdered to satisfY his 
debt of tobacco to Ferera. 

David Farera 
Rmpror Smith 
The Court doth order that the aai' Smith 
shall satiafje ~ebt ( 488 lb. of tobacco 

2 Caeke within 8 days or else execution wth Cost of euit.(Court 
and. testamentary Bus~nees, Liber B, III, 235; Found 1n Archives 
of l!aryland, X, 475-6J. 

/ 



James Jolly is ordered to satisfy his 
debt to Herera (ffarrea). 

1656, January 131 
Maryland 

David ffarrea, plant. 
Jamee Jolly, deft 

caske ) or else 
III , 235; Found 

Said Jolly shall within 10 days S atis
fie the debt (1,5Qo lb. of tobacco in 

execution.(Court and Testamenta;y 3usiness, Liber 
in Archives of Maryland, X, 475). 

_____ o ___ _ 

On January 1,1658, Ferera was given permission to have an execu
tion against the eatate of Jolly, tor the satisfaction of the 
debt of 1,520 pounds of tobacco. On April 8th ~erera demanded 
a ~arrant agaunst Jolly in an aation oa a debt~or 1300 pounds 
of t obacco. Eleven days later, Aingsberry and Veich are subp one&d 
to ap ~ear in wourt to testify in the case between Ferera and Joll¥'. 

See~\ 1, "\41/'f')..'i . 



1656 , ~anuary 131 
Maryland 

No. 41"03 . 

It the tobacco that DaTid Herera (ttarea) 
receiTed from Garford la merchantable, then 
Herera will pay d•mnwgea. It the tobacco is 
not merchantable, then Gartord will P&7 the 
cost ot the suit. 

DaTid ffarea, Plt. 
Richard Garford, deft. 
••• If said Tobacco (given to ffarea by Gar-
ford) is found Kercha~table, then the aaid 

ffarea is t o receive it and P8Y' one hundred paund damage wi th coat 
of euit, but if not merchantable, then the Ga.rford to pay coat of 
suit. (Liber B, III, 235; Archive• ot J.{arylapd, X, 475J. 

___ o __ _ 

Ferer& was probably a merchant, who dealt with tobacco. 
There i s no turther reference to the case of Ferera and Gartord. 



Guttridge, the defendant, iet to pay Her
era 430 pounds or tobacco. 

1656, January 13z DaTid Barera, Pltt. 
llaryland Tim Guttridge, Dett • 

• • • Said Timo~ GuKri:lge ••• make p-.,ymt. 
of thie eume ot 430 pound ot Tobaccoe1 (Court and Teetaaenta_!7 Bustn
ess, Liber B, III, 2351 Found in the ·-rchiTe• ot )(aryland, x, 475 • 



•o. +oS, 

Read is ~o satisfy hie debt of tobacco 
to DaTid Ferer& (Yarrera), the plaintiff. 

1656 , llarch 21& DaTad Farrera Pltf 
Maryland In ead Defendt ••• . 

Said Reed to satiafie unto ad ffarrera the 
said debt of four hundred ninety tour pounds of tobacco and Caske 
with Cost of Sui t or Else Execution. (J.rqhivea ot l!ar;rland, X, 491) • -

There is no further reterence to this case. 



f he Sherrit orders Hooper, defendant, to 
appear at court, in a suit calle4 by Fer
er& (tfarrea). 

1656, October 201 David ffarrera, Plft 
llaIYland llr. Hen. Hooper, deft. 

• • • Said Hooper not appearing •••• Sherrif 
caus e appearence of Sai d Hooper next court.(Court and Te&amellt&rf 
Busi ness, Liber B, III, 274; Found in ArChivg oLll.:Yland, X, 496). 

____ o ___ _ 

Becau~e F&rera could not prove hie chargee againet Hooper, on 
January 26 , 1657, Farera had to pay t he coat of the lawsuit. 

Seefe.'10, . 



1656, November 71 
Uaryland 

Jto. 4t01. 

Clement Hinton swore in court that 
DaTid Ferera (l'arrea) promised Ewena 
two pence a pound ~or &JV goods Ferera 
rece1Ted. 

Clement Hinton Sworne ancl ~ned in 
open Court saith that DaTid Farrea 
promieed to llr. lhrena 2 pence a pound 

for any goods he should receiTe. (signed) Clement Hinton.(Court 
and Testamentary ~uaineee, Liber 3. No 3, 2SSs Found in Arghiyea 
1'l, l!arzland, x, 478). 

• 



165?• January 261 

Canedy is or~ered to satisfy his debt of 
tobc-:tooo to David Ferera (ffariera). 

David Farrera; Pl·tf 
Cornelius Canedy, deft. 
'Whera.s De,vid ffe.rreram arrested. to this 

court Cornelius Cannedy for.' a debt of 20013 pounds of tobacco ancl 
caskeH .. ad. Cannedy ...... :satisfie ••.•• or else e:zcecution (Id.ber 
:s. No. 3, 243; .Found in Ar,c.h:i.:Y::@S Q,f J\IW,r2,:lt~nd, X, 480-l). 

Marylr:md 

____ o ___ _ 

Canedy. probably paid gis debt to Ferer:&i, as there are no further 
proceed.ings brought against the defendant, 



Because DaTid Ferera (Farrera) cannot prove 
hie chargea, he must p~ all the coats or 
the suit in the case against Henry Hooper. 

1657, January 261 Difference depending between Da.Tid Farrera 
Maryland Plft and Henry Hooper ••••• Not proved by 

Plaintiff •••• Plft is to pay all costs ot 
suit in respect to ao7Y pounds of Tob and Caske (Liber B, III, 243; 
Arcbiyee ~ Varvlapd, X, 480 - 1). 

____ o ___ _ 

See 



llo. tlO· 

Henry Pope, defendant, is to satisfy 
hie debt to David Ferera (Farrera). 

1657, Janauary 26s DaTid Farrera, Plft 
Yaryland Henry Pope, defendt 

Wherae David Farrer& arrested to the 
court, Henry Pope for a debt of 997 

pounds of tobaoo~ and caake due by bill dated 16th of October, 
1656, payable upon all demands •••• said Pope ahatl satisfie debt. 
(Liber B, III, 2431 Az'ghiyea ~ Varylanci, X, 480 • 

___ o __ _ 

There is no further reference to the case. 



1657 , Vay 18: 
lla.ryland 

No. 4'\11 · 

Jacob Lumbroao is witaese to a bill 
binding Thomae Seamer to pay David. 
Ferera (Farrera} 1,900 pounds of 
tobacco. 

Thom: Semora Bill to DaTid li'arera Thi• 
Bill bindeth me Thomas Seamer me nw 
heirs or Assignee to pay or Cause to 

be paid unto David i'arrera hie heirs or Aeaignes the full and just 
Sume of one Thousand twenty nine pounds of Tobacco with Caske, with 
out Ground Leavee to be paid on the tenth ot October next en Suing 
the Date thereof, and for the true performance hereof I the Said 
'l'homas Seamer doe oblidge my Crop unto the Said tfarrera or hie 
Assignee, ae witnees my hand this 18th day ot Vay 1657 . 

Teate jacob Lumbrozo Thomae Seamer 
(Court and Testamentary Buain•••• 1657, Liber B, »o 3, 285; Hound. 
in A;ghiyes ~ U.rylan4, X, 511). 

___ o. __ _ 

~his is our firat reference to jacob Lumbroso. He is undoubtedly 
the most important Jew in lrarylanci in the seventeeth centu.r;y. Ria 
name appear• 112 times, more frequently than that ot any other 
Jew. in the New World,including Asser Levy. Lwnbrozo, who tirat 
appeared in Maryland in ~anuary 1656 (See No. 16) ie described aa 
"late of Lisbone in the ~ngdom ot PGrtuga1• (See No4 .. }. Since 
his will of September 24; 1665, reads,"t;obacco that ia sold for 
to be sent home to uw Sister (Rebecca) l umbroso in Holland!• it is~ 
possible that tome P~fiod of ~acob'e life ~ad also been epen in 
!Iolland. (See No. S• • 0 .1 Febrpary 23, 1558, Lumbrozo 1'ae brought 
to t rial OD the charge Of uttering 1'0rds of blasphemy ag&inat j88U8 
(See No.uaD}. ~e was probably acquitted a month later by a general 
aranest7 by the governor of the coloftY' (See No."t21).1'his ~rrest did 
not in anywise affect his s ubsequent civil statue. Letters or 
denization vested him with all the privileges of a native or nat
ure.li~ed subject. For aome unknown reason ~brozo changed.his 
first name from Jacob to John. Although Lumbroao's occupation i• 
listed as a surgeon, he is also engaged in other economic pursuits, 
chi efly agriculture. Lumbrozo seems to heve amassed real wealth. He 
had active. intercourse with London merchants (See No. Sol}. jacob, 
alias John Lumbrozo who ia frequently mentioned in law ·suit.a had 
a case against the only other probable Jew in Maryland, David Fer• 
era (See No.'\0}. Lumbrozo appeared in several uneavery mat\,erea 
once. f or his attemptiag to seduce .Margene Qould,(See No.,,&), and 
anther time for producin~ a criminal abortion on Elizabeth Wild, 
his maidaervant.{See No.,84). Yet, Lumbrozo seemed to enjoy the 
respect of his Christian 1'eighbora. He appeared as attorney too~ 



times. On!rA ten other men served as attorney as many times as he 
{See No . ~ .• Lumbrozo married the aforementioned Elizabeth 7ild, 
thue disqualifying her as the principal wi tness against him in the 
court trial (See No.~8,). He later described her as •ll\Y dearly 
beloved wife• and she waa made sole hJir and executrix of his est
ate along the Nange~ Creek.(See No . ~a.). John Lumbroao dieA bet
ween December 1, 1665 and June 1666. By June 1666 Eliaa~et~ was 
not pnlY a widow, but the wife of another man, John Brotltle.(See 
No. ) 2T). John Lwnbroao'a eon was posthumously born to her. 



1657, Octob~r 201 
Maryl and 

Kathe• Smith, plaintiff, waa non-suite« 
in a case against Davi d 1'rera (ffarea}. 

Jlathew Smith, Pltt. 
David tfarea, deft. 
Said Smith not appearing. Said Smith be 

non-suited and pay 100 ot tobacco damage with coat ot euit.(Prov
inoial Court Proceedinge, Liber B, III, 205s Round in A.rchivea-2! 
1.ja,ryl and, XLI, 2). 

___ o ___ _ 



1657, December 291 
J!aryland 

An attachment is made against the estate 
ot John Cockerell for a debt to Jacob 
Lumbroao. 

Lumbroao Te Cockerell. Attachaent is 
granted against the estate ot Johe Cock
erell tor a debt ot one Thousand SeTen 

hundred and t i tty pounds ot Tobacco and Caeke due by Bill unto 
Jacob Lumbroao upon legal determination at the next Court. (ProTin
cial Court Proce,dings , Liber B, III, 361; round in Arcbtyee GL 
Jlarvland, XLI, 2J. 

____ o ~----

Thi s is t he first time that Jacob Limbroao appears in court. He 
seems to be quite well•to- do. 

See No . '11.\"\ 



165? , December 301 
Ue.ryland 

No.~·~· 

The court orders that Gillford 
should sati•ty his debt ot tob

acco to Lumbrozo. The debt was con
tracted on Jan•ary 24, 1656. 

Lumbrozo v. Gillford. 
Wheras Iacob Lumbrozo arrested to 
this Court William Gillford tor a 

debt of four hundred pounds ot tobacco or caske due by bill, dated · 
the 24th of Jan. 1656, The Court doth order th& the said Gill
fo~ shall satisfy the said debt of tour hundred pounds of Tobacco 
and Caske reserving a discount tor the said Gillford of the said 
debt , or part thereof until the next court.(Provincial Court Proc
eedi ngs , Liber B, III, 361; Found in 4rchiyee g,L lla.x:yland, XLI, 3) 

0 -------
Jacob Lumbrozo mus t hav e been in Jlaryland by January 24, 1656 . 
On February 16, 1658, the Court ordered that Lw:ibrozo discount 
one hundred pounds ot Gilltord's tobacco. 

See No. 4-\9. 



David. J!'erera (Fa.rrera) ;rins his suit 
from Thomae Seamer, and. recovers his de~t 
of 1,075 pounds of tobacco. 

1657, December 3lt Farrer& T. Seamer. Judgment ia Granted 
Maryland againat Thomaa Seaaer in the behalf o-r 

DaTid Farrer& for a debt o-r one thousand 
Seventy five jounda ot Tobacco and Caake. And upoa non-paymment 
of t he 8aid Debt Execution to be Granted with Cost o-r auit(Provin
cial Court Proceedings, Liber B,III, 372; Hound in J\rshiyea Qt 
l fa ey l and, XI.I, 2) • 

___ o __ _ 

See No. 411. 



No. +\u· 
C ~rneliue Abram acknowledges hie debt 
of tobacco to Lumbroao. 

, Dec. 31 a Lumbrozo T. Abram. 
'land Cornelius Abram acknowledgeth a Judgment 

to Jacob Lumbrozo tor a Debt ••• ot tour 
hundred pounds ot Tobacco and Caske with 

ost of Suit.(Provincial Court Proceedings , Liber B, III, 371; Hound in 
rchiyee ~ Jlarvlapd, XI.I, 10). 

___ o __ _ 

1n January 18 , 1656, Lumbrozo asked for a writ of sci re r acia• against 
orneliua Abram (Abraham) tor four hundred pounds oi ~ooacco and cask. 
1nally, on Octooer 7, 1658, Limbrozo denan4ed that he recover the 
obacco owed to him by Cornelius Abram (Abrahamson) recently deceased. 



1658 , January 1: 
llaryl and 

lfo. ~,,. 

Ferera (t!arera) can have an execution 
agai nst the estate of lolly tor the 
satisfaction of the debt that the defend 
ant owes to ~rera. 

Farrera v. Jolly ••• '?lhereas ~ames J olly 
by former Judgment of t~~ s court dated 
t he 13th of Ianuary 1656 was to pay unto 

David ffarera the Sume of one thousand tive hu.ndred and t wenty pou~ 
of t obacco and Oaske ••• The Court doeth order t hat t he Said ffarera 
~Te execution if he desire it a~inst t he Esta te of the Said Jolly 
for t he sa tisfying of Said debt . (Provincial Court Proceedings, 
Liber B, III, 374; Found on the Ar ghivee .2!. !larzland, XLI, 13;. 

___ o __ _ 



1658/9, February 231 
Maryland 

No. 41\-\f, · 

• 
Jacob Lumbrozo was brought to trial, OD 
the charge ot uttering words ot blaaph~ 
against Jeaue Christ.Richard Preston Jr.,a 
witness, statea tht.t Lumbroso had eaid that 
Jeeue wae a man, wh~ performed miracles by 
the e.rt ot ~ic, and taught his disciples 
this magic. Boeeet, another witneaa,s.,. 
that Lumbrozo calleA Jesus a necromancer. 
Lumbrozo .as put into security, and or
dered to give an answer to these charges. 

Wae called betore the Board Jacob Lumbrozo 
and charged by his Lpe attorney tor utter
ing worde ot blaep'hemy agst 

£he Depoe ot John ttosaetl •••• that about halfe a year since, ~his 
Depont being att the howae ot Kr. Rich ••• and there meeting •ith 
Jacob Lumbrozo.Hee thie depont and the ad .l.u.mbroao falling into 
discourse concerning our Bel S&uier Christ hie i<.eaurreotion, Telling 
the ad Lu.mbroao tha~ he was more than man, as CU.d appeare bf hia 
'"'"esurrection, to wch the eel Lwnbroso answered, l'hat hia <liaciplea 
atloe him away, Then this Depont replyeel the noe man euer did such 
miracle• ae he. To wch t he ad Lumbrozo answered, l'hat such works 
might be done by Negromancy, a sorcery, or words to that purpose, ~ 
and thi~ ~epont replyed to the sd Lumbroso, tht bee suppoaed,tht · 
~he sd f.iimbrozo took Christ to be a Nefromancer. To wch the ad Lum
brozo anr.-wered nothi.ng but laughed... Richard Preston Junr doe 
t eatifyr t h t about June or July last ••• Joeiaa Cole asked the ad 
Lumbroao whether the Jews did Look tor a Keseiaa? and the said Lwn
brozo answered yes. l'hen the sd Cole asked him,what hee wae that wae 
Crucifyed att Jerusalem? & ~he ad Lumbroao answered hee was a man. 
rhen t he ad Cole asked him how hee did doe all hie miracles? and 
the sd UU1llbrozo an •wered hee did them by the Ar~ llagick. l'hen the 
ad Cole asked him, how his Disciples did doe t he same miracles 
after hee was crucitied?And the sd Lumbrozo answered hee taught 
them bis Art and further sayth not •• t The sd Lumbrozo sayth tht 
hee had some talk wth those persona • willed by U.em to declare 
bis Opinion. & being by profession a Jew he answered to some pert
i cular demands then urged, & as to that or miracles clone by Art 
Magick, he declared what remainea written concern!~ lloaea and. the 
Magicians of Egipta But aayd not anything acotfin&ly or in cleropon 
of him, ~hrietiane acknowlege for their Keir8ias. 

~t ie Ordered that the sd Lumbroao remaine in the Sherit~a 
Custody untill hee putt in security Body tor Bod,y to DBke anewer 
to what shall be la.yd to hie charge, Concerning thoae blaaphemo~• 
words and s peeches, att the ne~ Provincial Court, & tht the per
sons be there present to testify 6iua voce in Court.(ProTincial 
Court Proceedings, 1658, Liber P.C.R. 160; ~ound in ArchiTea ot ~-
Jlaryla!!t, XLI, 203) • - ~ 

- 0 1'hese proceedings were brou-gb...,..t-u-nder the Toleration Act or 1649, 
which like the blue laws today, had apparently not been r gidly en-



f orced.( Altfeld, J_!!ta Struggle 3). _u_ 
E.D. Neil erroneously stated that the above event occurred 

on July, 1658. ( E.D.Ueil, F~ o.Ll.far;rland, 132). 
Lumbrozo probably escaped further prosecution bewauee of the 

general amnesty of the Governor. 

See 

,. 



1658, Febr~ary 16: 
Maryland 

Court Proceedings Liber B, 
~' :XLI, :30). 

No(> 't\9. 

~he Cou.:r.t o:r.cl.ers Lunibrozo to discount 
one hundred pounds of tobacco from the 
d~~bt of Gillford. The debt that Gill
ford. owes Lumbrozo is now tJ:j.ree hundred. 
pounds. 

The Court doth order that the said 
I1urnbrozo discov,nt one hundred poundt1 
of tobacco {of ~illford). {Provincial 
III, 399; Found in ~:!.£.!'3 Q1 .MiU.:.. 

____ o ___ _ 



1658, February 24: 
Maryland 

In a tr:ta.1 held a.t St. Ma,ry' s on ]1ebruary 
24, 1658, one John Metcalfe testifies that 
such an4 such thing happened ttaoone after 
ye arriva.1 of ye Jew"., 

day at 
·--~t:f tllf~ 

~rhe Sheriff{~) for Ju:rovs warned ye former. 
,Jury to attend. Vi~ ••• ., John Metcalfe G·entn 
Sworne in Open 'Court Sayth 'l1hat being one 

Dani el Clockers, so one after ye a:r.ryva.11 of ye Jew. (:B;e.c.ords 
11 ro.ir,incial ~;LQ.BJ:,t, 1.658-1662, folio 164). · 

Holle,nde:r ste,tes that Lumb:rozo is clearly indicated here. Un:f ortun
a. tely, no other staternent occurrs to ma..~ a precise determination 
of his arrival possible. (J;;A~;tI~, I, [189~1.J 27). 



No.&}~\· 

I1umbrozo probably was acquitted of the 
charge of blaphemy by this general 
amnesty by the Governor. 

I doe hereby pardon and acquit; all a..nd 
every person or persons wch (to) thi:s 

Court in any Criminal Oaus'e stood. in-
dieted convicted or condemned to d:ye. {Prooeeding~J of Provinoia.l 
Court, folio 215; Founcl in AJ;:;~Jl:Jj.JlM1 Q.f Mf.l:X:U.a.u.ri, XLI, 258). 

16 58, March ;3: 
Maryland 



1658, :March 27: 
Marylancl 

oeecUngs, J,iber, 

See No.'\ l~. 

Ferer,a (:Ferreira) demands ,a warran:t against 
MsLthew Smith. 

David. ]Jlerrei ra demanded warrt agst Ma thew ' 
Smith in an a.econ of ca,se. Warrt to :Sheriffs 
of Calverton County. (Provincial Court Pro-

P .O .R. 9; Found. in ~JJ.!.Y.~ £.f ~' XLI, 45). 



1658, April 8: 
Maryland 

cial Court Proceedings 
land, XLI, 48-49). -

David Ferera demands a warrant against 
Jolly, in an action of a debt. 

David Ferriera demandeth warrt ags~ Jamee 
Jolly, ia an accon of Debt to the ualew of 
1300 Tob. Warrt to Sheriffe.(Provin-
Liber P.C.R. 13;lfound in Archives JJl. Mfr r-

___ o __ _ 

See No. 40 '2... 

- . 



1658, April 81 
llaryland 

Bo. 4)..4. 

Da.Tid Ferera demands a warrant against 
John Da.vree, in an action or a debt which 
the detendant owes ~erera. 

David ~erera demandeth warrt aget John 
Da.Tree in an ~econ ot DEbt, to uale• of 
540 Tob and Caak.(ProTincial Court 

Proceedings, Liber P.C.R. 13; Found in A;ghiyee ~Jarylan4, 
XLI, 48 - 49). 

____ o ___ _ 

!here i s no reference of any additional proceedings. 



1658, April 19: 
1,Jia,ryland 

Kingsberry :a.nd Veeoh. are subponae1l to 
appear in court to testify in the c:ase 
bet;ween Ferer& (ffererr:a,) and Jolly. 

Bubpen. to the Sheriffe of County of C~tl
uert to wa.1·ne Robte 1-\.ingsberry ancl .Tames 
Veach to bee att the next Proui Court, to 

testify & c; in a cas 1e betwene Dauid ffererra & James Jolly, a.tt 
the request of sd Jolly. (Provincial Court Proceedings, Liber PCR 
21; Found tn Archives of TuJ,aryland,, XLI, 56). 

ilNMIM~WXW'tul~~ ...,,...,.. ·~nUHH1Jll!JllM.,. :cll~IV.IU61 

" 
~~~---0___....---~-

!..itD.mbrozo later became Veech's attorney. 



1'658, April 28: 
Maryland 

1?he defendant '.runni'S acknowleges his debt 
to Ferera (Fereira). 



The case between Ferera (Ferreira) and 
I1u.mb1'.'0ZO· T'lostn .. oned. \fit, .t' . 

Jrerriera v. Lumbro~o 
The Crosse Acdono of Dauid Ferriera 

1658- Ap:ril 28: 
Ma .. ryland 

til next 
• ]

1ound in 

& Dc)ct o · ·•ffiiumbrozo Both accono respited 
Court, (Prpveniial Court Proceedings ,Liber P.C.R., ~4; 
.£l,.t.Q~l '(.~~ of Tu~aryf B:l!f!., XLI, 70) • 

---··~-.... 09 ...... o _ _....,,_.... 

On June 18, 1658, Hooper was subpoenaed to testify in the oase 
between :J?erera and l~mnbrozo. Ennis and i.;)eECm.our we2·e also subpoenae<i ' 
on Au.gust 23, 1656, to give testimony. On October 5, 1658, Lum
brozo demanded that Ferer-a pay him the debt of 3,821 pounds of 
tobacco. There is no incUca:ti.on a.s to whether Lumbro&o',s reque,st 
was carried out. 
The story brcame reversed. For on :l?ebruary 1, 1660, ]1erer.a demand ... 
ed a writ to arrest Lumbrozo in an action of. a debt of 1,500+
Tob'. and Caslce a 'l1he Court ordered I.umbro·zo to pa.y :91erera, on J?eb·· 
ruary 26, 1660, 450 pounds of tobacco and Caske plus the cost of 
the suit. 
See }\}o41..l. ~2,,4~l.,4~4, 44~~1,445_ 



1658 , J ·,.me 18 1 
laryland 

Lumbrozo demands a writ of a scire facias 
against Cornelius Abram (Abraham) in an 
action o• a debt. 

Lumbrozo v. AbrahaTll 
Jacob Lumbrozo demandeth ~ritt of Sci re 
facias agst. Cornelius A~raham for fou~ 

hundred pounds of Tob of cask.(Provtncial Court Proceedings, Liber 
P. c . R. 64; Found in Archives 2L l!aryland, XLI, 99) . 

____ o ___ _ 

See 1\lo. 4\(,. 



1658, Jun~ 18: 
Maryland 

.No. ~2. 9· 

' Henry Hooper is subpoenaed to testifY. in 
the case between Lumbrozo and ~erera(~err. 
erra). 

Lumbrozo v. Ferrerra. Subpoena likewise 
to the eheriffe of Calvert County to war
ne Hery Hooper to bee att the next Proul 

Court to bee held 8 7ber next, to testify his knowlege in a case 
depending betwixt Jacob Lumbrozo & David fferrerra att the request 
of the sd Lumbrozo.(P~ovincial Court Proceedings, P.C.R. Liber 
6 4; Found in Arghiyes~ Marvland, XLI, 98). 

See Ne· 411· 



1658, July 24: 
- Maryland 

No. 4 ":!>O · 

.John, alias Jacob Lunibrozo entere.ii the 
.-bra,nd that he was going to pla.ce on his 
hogs and cattle. 

Sohn ALias Jacob Lumbrozo entereth his ma.rke 
of hogs and Cattell videlicet a figur of 
three on the right :mare and the top of the 

Illa.re taken .away and the left Eare C1.-opt and sli te .. ( Cha,rles County 
Court Proceedings,1~58-1662, Liber A, 250; Found in Archives of 
M_ar~·1ancl, r,rrr' 261). .,_... . ,w -

-- 1l • ' 

___ o __ _ 

"I.Jumbro.zo ob.aged hii:i given mame from the Jewish Jacob to ·the 
equally Jewish John without le~ving an explanation for post
erity" (G·oodma.n, .American Overt~1re. 14~~) • 

...,,,_,....,..,.,. .............. ~ ""•"""'"'"""''""""'""''"".,-'''"~''""""~' 

---···o-··-· --
lfohn. was not a name that wai:i u.sed. extensively· by .Jews at this time$ 
On 1vTaroh 14, 1664, the sa,xn.e brand wa:s again used by Lum:brozo 'to plcwe 
on his ca,ttle. 

se:e No. So4· 



1.658, Augur::it 23: 
Lunibrozo v .. Jforreira. Writ Sub poena for 
Willm. Ennis & Thomas Seam.our to testify in 
a Cause depending between Jacob Lumbro1zo 

and David Ferreira u:pon forfeiting 500 ~fob apiece in case of 
not appearing & a. (Provonoial Court Proceedings , Liber P.C.R. 

Maryland 

87; ],ound in 4-rchi,1!f1 o.! M~£Y~~pj, XJJI, 128). 

0 _...,.._- ____ ... 



1658, August 2~~: 
Maryland 

Hamst.ea.d is subpoenaed to tei:1tify in a 
case between ],erera (fferrei.ra) and 
Wi 11.iam 13erry·. 

:!Perri era v. Berry. 
Subpoena :fer Willm Ha.m;isted. to testify 
in a Cause inter David!. fferreira & 

Willm Berry.,(Provinoial Court lJroceedings, Idber P.C.H., 87; li'ound 
Archives of Har,rland, XLI, 128). · 

t IJzllH 2 illf~I~ ~ ~ 

There is no further mention of this case~ 



Jacoltl Lumbrozo demands a warrant against 
William Harwood, in an action of a case. 

1658, August 30: Jacc)b Lu:rp.brozo demandeth warft ags~ wi11m 
'Maryland. Harwood. in an a.coon of Case. · Provincial 

Court Proceedings, Liber P.O.R. 87; :B,pund 

in ..AJ:QlJ,;1J:~~ ~ Tu~, XIJI, 129:t. 

___ , __ o ___ _ 

'rhere i.s no rn@n-tion of any further proceeding•s. 



1658, Oc·to'ber 5: 
'l\IIary land 

Ijumbrozo demands that Ferera (JI'erreira) 
pay him the deb·t of 3, 821 pounds of ·tob., 

Lurribrozo v., :.B,erroira .. 
'.'rhe humble Petn. of .Jacob Lumbrozo Bhewe-th 
that wheras Dav:Ld ffereira standeth indebt

ed to Yo Pete in the summe of Thre'e 'rhowsand :might hundd 'l'wenty 
one pounds of 'rob & Cask 9 aB shall appeare by a Just Accompt., The 
welt hath bene seue:ra11 time·s demanded a.nd hee :r.efuseth to make :mee 
J;?ay:mt. 11he:r.efore yo Petr humbly ?ra';leth redresse e.gst him a::id yo 
J?etr shall dayly pray & ce (Prov1nc1al Court Proceedings, L1ber 
:P.C.R. 109; Found i.,Jl,,.A~.gA:i,!.,e,.:_s...o,!.,ll~.!Il£:.!1d, XLJ, 151). 

0 __ ._.. ___ ,._..,._ .. ,,,_ 



No. 43i). 

IJumbrozo a.r~ka thra:t he receive the debts 
owed to him by Cornelius Abram (Abra
hamson) deceased. 

1658, October 7: J"acob J;umbrozo d.emancleth of Cornelius 
Maryland AbreJ.tamson d.eoeased 400 'rob (upon 

Exequuon) besides other ffeea due to the 
Clerks and Sheriff. (Provincial Court Proceedings, Liber P.C.R., 135; 
:B1ound in J\J:Qll1'U:J:is Qi...:Nl~;;z;land., III, 1.79). 

___ o ____ _ 

ii 
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1658; October 23: 
Maryland 

Found in ~lJ~.x.e !ii .Q! 

I.u.mbrozo demal'1ds a warre,nt against Wil1iam 
Ewen , in an action of a case concerning 
tobacco. 

,Jti.,cob Immbrozo d.ema.ndeth warrt agst. Willm 
1Tiwen :ln an ace on of Case of 300 11ob, (Prov 
incial Court Proceedings, Liber P.C.R. 85; 

~land, xr ... r' 127) • 



1658, 1Tovembe:r 3: 
Maryland 

.('i...t,gl.1.?.. v:~. ~ 1g,~.xw~nrl, 

l~umbrozo demands a warra.nt against Brooks 
in an action of a debto 

Jacob Lumbrozo demand.eth warrt agst Michael 
Brooks, in an accon of Debt. (Provincial 
Court Proceedings, P.C.R. Liber 140; Found in 
XLI, 184) • 

----· o_~ 

There is no further mention of this oaee. 



if' 

~ 
~ 

I·· . . 
' 

No. 4 38. 

Lumbrozo demands a warrant against Che,plain 
in an aot.ion o:f a debt. 

1658, November 3: Jacob Lumbrozo demandeth warrat agst Willm. 
Maryland Chap la.in in an ace on of Debt. (Provincial 

Court ProQErndings, P.C.R., Iiiber 140; Fpund 
in Archives of ~arzl~n~, XLI, 184J. 
~---

__ o_, __ _ 

'.rhere j_s no further mention of the case. 



1658, Nov. 10: 
Maryl.and 

oeedings, P.C.R. 156; 
202). 

i<1· A ?;J9· .b~ 0 • ., 

]3~rer·a. .(ffeir.ena) demands ;a, warrant against 
Warren in an act1. on of a debt .. 

David ff erena demand.s warrt ti.gst Humphrey 
Warren in an accon of Deb·t to the ualew o:f 
16 s 2 d sterl. (Provincial Court Pro-

Ji,ound. :in .~ Q.L..lVL~IzJ.qpd. XLI, 200, 

On 1?ebruary 25, 1659, the court ordered. Humphrey Warren -to pay 
:rm.r·era ·thirty slx sl.tillings six pence. 

See \il". t+4:\ · 



1658, Dec ~Zt 
Marylizmd. 

P.C.R. 151; Found in 

Captain Gornwalleys demarnls a warrant 
against Ferera (ffereira) in an action 
of a case. 

Capt 'I'homas Cornwalleys demand wart 
agst Dauid ffereia in an acoon of Case. 
Provincial Court Proceedings, Liber 

~ .W:, l~.5i!:ml' XLI, 196). 

___ o_ 

There is no furthe~ mention of the case. 



1659, ]'ebruary 25 
Maryland 

aial Court Proceedings, 
~' XI,I, 226) * 

No. 441. 

·warren i;:i ordered ·t;o pa.y his debt to 
:&l:i,rera (ffereira) of 36 shillings, six 
pence. 

David ffereira v. Humphrey W~,rren •••• It· 
is ordered that the deft -pay unto pltf .. 
Thirty six shillings six pence. (Provin
Liber P.C.R. P 183; Found in Archives of 

~MWl'lill112 111 Ulll ~ 

. _____ o __ _ 



No. -\42.. · 

.David Eerera (ffereira) demands a writt 
against Captain T~lgman. 

1659, May 5z David ffereira demands writt agst Ca~t 
Yaryland Samuel Tilghman Accon Case, Swmnons. (Proir-

incial Couft Proceedinga, P.C.R., 264zl'ound 
in Archives .a,! Y+aryland, XLI, 301 • 

____ o ___ _ 

See ~e. ~'\ . 



1659, May 91 
Ifia.ryland 

Ca~tain Ti l&hmen conveys to §erera(ffereira) 
one third of a vessel. 

I Samuel Tilghman ••••• Convey unto ad David 
ttereira •••• all nv Right •••• of Third part 
ot sd Vessel,wth the third part of all 

Anchors, Cables (Provincial Court Praceedi~s, Liber P.C.R. 266; 
Found in Archives 2! l!aryland, XLI, 3o2•303J. 

___ o __ _ 

Per haps, Fere~a was engaged in some type Df shi pping industry. 

See No. tt't2.. 



1660, January 71 
1iaeyland 

P. C. R. 3871 Found 

No.~· 

Cockerell demands a warrant against Lumbroao 
in an action of a case. 

John Cockerell demands a warrant at his suit 
~t John Lumbrozo in an action of the case. 
(Provincial Court Proceedings, 1660, Liber 

tn Arshiyee at. llarrland, XLl, 389). 



1660, February 11 
Maryland 

Proceedings, Liber 
XLI, 404). 

No. 'Tt5. 

Ferera (fferrea) demands a writ to arreHt 
Basey in an action of a debt-. • 

David fferea deaands writt to arreast 
llichael Basey in an action ot debt of 
1~8 1- Tob. and Caeke (ProTinciMl Court 

P.C.R. 4031 Found in Arghiyee Qt )(ar,rland, 

____ o ___ _ 

There i s no further ment i on of the ca se. 



Bo. 

Ferer& · (fferrea) demands a writ to arres.t 
Dretton in an action of a debt. 

1660, February 11 David fferrea demands writt to arrest 
Ifiaryland Ym Bretton in an action of debt of 3601.b 
of tob and Caske. (Provincial Court Proceedings, Liber P.c.R. 403; 
Found in Archives~ HBryland, XLI, 404). 

____ o ___ _ 

Ther e is no further mention of t he case. 



1560, February la 
liiaryland 

Liber P.C . R., 403; Found 

See Ne· 41. \ . 

I 

No. ~I. 

Ferera (fferrea) demands a writ t o arrest 
Lumbrozo in an action of a debt. 

David fferrea demands writt to arrest Jacob 
.l..umbroso in an aotion of debt of 1500 Tob 
and Caske.(Provincial Court Proc~edinga, 

in Archive• ~ llaryland, XLI, 405J. 



1660, February 26 1 
lliary 1 and· 

~he Court orders Lumbrozo to pay Ferera 
(Fereira) 450 pounds of tobacco and 
caeke plus the cost of the suit. 

Fereira v. Lumbrozo . 
The Compl t. sueth for· foure hundreci 
and fifty pounds of t .obacco and Caake 
and the defdt by h is attorney li&ving 

no~lling to alleage against it the Court doth or·der that the de:tt 
pay to t he plt:t. the said foure hundred and fif"ty pounds of tob
acco a~d Caske with Costs of Suite.(Provincial Court Proceedings, 
Liber P.c.:a., 444; From Archives o.!, Maryland, lJ .. I, 441J. 

_________ o ________ _ 

See ~e. 'tl.. l . 



1660, October la 
J.Iaryland 

No. 4\49 • 

Gile and El isabeth Glouer assign their 
title and inter est of a bill of sale 
to Lumbrozo • 

••• wee Gile and Elisabeth Gloer ••• doe 
hearby aaaigne all owr Right titell and 
interest or this bi ll ot aayle unto 
jawob Lumbroao alias john Lumbrozo (he 

t he sayd Lumbrozo Paying the Lord Proprietaree Rent for it) for 
t he futur for a valewable Considerati on alreadie aeceaued.(Che.rles 
Coun ty Court Proceedings , 1658-1662, Liber A, 225 ; .Found in Ar
ch i ve1 ~l.tarvland, LIII, 265) . 

____ o ___ _ 

The Glouers were evidentally not very good friends of Lu.mbrozo. 
On ?ebruary 9, 1662, Lumbrozo championed the rights of the Goulds 
~ciainst Gils Glouer. The followi~ da.,y Glouer demanded a warrant 
aga inst Lumbrozo . This was Glouer s chance to get even.On Uar ch 
16, 1662, Lumbrozo had to sign a bill binding hlm to pay Gila 
Gl ouer 2, 572 pounds of tobacco and cask. Gils Gl ouer demanded on 
January 5, 1663, that Lumbrozo ua.v this debt of 2000 pounds or 
tobacco. On l!ay 13, 1663, Gil~ (}lou er received 169 uounds of tob
acco i n fulfil lment of Lumbrozo'e debt; on July 21, 1663, Lum
brozo paid 170 pounds of tobacco , and on January 4, 1664, t he 
1e!endant paid 408 pounde of tobacco tr &l.ouer. 1'bis is the l ast 
r eference to the debt. 

<)E' \4os. ~I+ ')1,458, 45.g, 4,, ,4't, tB0/ 182. , 4-9} 



1661, Jan. 20: 
Maryland 

P . c . ~., 904; Found i n 

No. ~50· 

Lumbroao demands a writ to arrest Pake in 
an action of a debt. 

John Lumbroao demd.s a writt to arrest 
Walter Pake in an accon of debt in Chancery. 
(Provincial Court Proceedings, 1661, Liber 

(\rchivee ,!:!! Maryland, XLI, 513J. 

0 --------
!her e is no further mention of the case. 



. . No. 45\ . 

Sime, the defendant, is granted a non
suit because Lumbrozo fai 1ed to ap~ear 
in court. 

Mr. John Lumbrozo Plantinue Richard 
Sim Defendant. 

1661 , Ja nuary 201 
J.:aryland 

The Plantinue not appear i ng nor sny 
Atturney f or him the defendant Craueth a non suit which is granted 
Charles County Cour t Pr oceedings, Liber B, 197 ; Found in Archives 
gJ J:J)ryland LI I I, 413). 

___ o __ _ 

On January 5, 1663, Lumbrozo demanded a warrant agai nst .dichard' 
Sims in an a ction of a debt . Lu.mbrozo demanded another warraut 
on November 3, 1663. 

SeeU.{\' ,~, 4-9 \. 



1661, June 5: 
Ua.ryland 

l'i 0 • 4\-S 2.. 

Lumbrozo demands a writ to arrest Ham
mond in an ·action of the case. 

1661, Liber P.c.R., 1082 ; 

John Lumbroao demds a writt to arrest 
John Hammond in an accon of the case. 
Warrt.(Provincial Court Proceedings, 
Found in .Archives~ }4aryland, XLI, 567). 

___ o __ _ 

On October 8, 1662, the trial of Lumbrozo and l1ammond was held. 
3ecause Lumbrozo had nothing to sa;y, a non-suit "as granted to the 
defendant. 

See No. 'tC.2. 



1661, August 3: 

.Torm alias Jacob I,mnbrozo signs a bill 
binding hi:.tn to pay Robert Btookm.a.n 2000 
pounds of "U.1obacoo. 

Robert Stook:man• ••• :1?1antine John alias 
Jacob IJumbroso, Def'enclant., ••• Tb.t;1,t John 
alias J;acob Lumb:r.or3o stande inclebted by 

'bill unto your :_petitioner 2000 lb of tobacco arni Caske .... 
This bill bindeth !lee John alias J:aoob Lumbroso,, ,to bee pay<l. to 
Robert Stockman the full sum of tao thoweanil pounds of tobacco 
in Caake.(Che.rlee County Court Proceedings, 1662-1666,Liber ll, 

Maryland 

87 J llound in ~~ !::!'.. ~:!;."!!.~! LilI 335-336), 

__ o ____ __ 



IJumb:r.ozo demands a. writ to arrest Jolly in 
an action of tha case. 

1661, August· 10: J:.9.oob I,umbrozo demands a wri tt to ·arrest 
Maryland Ja.rnes Jolly in an accon of the Case. (Prov-in-
aial Court Proceedings, 1661t Liber P.C.R. 477; Found in Archives 
,.~! M~£l;t.an.d, XJ~I, 467). · -

____ o_._ 

Jolly is mentioned one more ·time in connection wi·th Lumbrozo~ On 
September 11, 1666, r~umb:rozo assigned the rig:ijtts of his land. 
·to Jolly. 



No. 4 5t; 

The trusty and well-beloved friend 
of John Gould-John Lumbro zo - is 
appointed Gould's attorney in the 
suit ag~inst Gilo Glouer. 

1662/3 February 9: John Gould Pl aintive 
Maryland Gile Glouer Defendant 

Know all men by these present that wee 
John and Margery Gould • . . appoint our trus ty and well 
beloved friend, J ohn Lumbrozo to beeour l awful attorney . .. 
Whearupon the sayd Lumbroso prefered this ensuing petition . . • 
t hat whereas Gile Glouer hath much de£amed ycur Petitioners 
wife in calling of her whore and in saying that bee woold 
prove her a whore which is the greatest infamy that a 
malit ious toung can cast on a woman seeing that Shee lives 
f or ever in~ernall shame that lives t o see the death of her 
good name -- Therefor your petitioner humbly craveth a iury 
of able men to consider the Premisses and t o bring in their 
verdict f or t he Reparation o f your poore petitioners wifes 
woonded f ame • .• 
To t he worshipful! commissioners of Charleees County the 
humbe petition of John Goold humbly sbeweth that wberae 
Elie~beth Gl ouer ~1 fe t o Giles Glouer ha th much abused 
your petitioner' s wife in saying t o you whore play the whore 
in the Corne feeld againe. Thearfor your peti tioner humbly 
craveth a Jurie f or the Repara tion of t he sayd wrong con
sidering t hat though the speach bee near so fals an ill that 
one believes i s not en other will . And so t bear malice very 
seldom fayles but one way or another s till pre~ayles . Whear
upon the Pl antive desireth tha t Joseph Torrosell might have 
hi s oa th g\liven him which was gr anted and a s follow Joseph 
Dorrosell sworne and examined in open court sayeth that bee 
heard Eli sabeth Glouer say t o John Goolds wife go into the 
Corne feeld and r ·. c.~y t he whore againe and further sayeth not. 
V• hearupon the defendant craved a. reference which was granted. 
(Charl es County Cour t Proceedings , 1662-1666 , Liber B, 63 ; 
Found in Archives ~qryla.Jld liii, 319-320). 

Goodman states correctly that J ohn ~nd Margery Gould 
were Lumbr ozo's servants . ( ~Plerioa.n Overt~re , 144) . 

On May 11 , 1683, Lumbr ozo sued hi s erstwhile friends, the 
Goulds , f or defamation. 

Perhaps Lumbr ozo, t he attorney f or t he pl a.intiff , J ohn 
Gl ou er, believed t he testimony of t he defendant, Glouer, who 
cal led Margen~ Gould "a whore" . For Lumbrozo "would have 
her (Mar getiJ) t o bee his whore . 11 

See N ~. 4-1~ 



Bo. 4 5 (,. 

Stockman demands a warrant against 
Lumbrozo 1n an action of a debt. 

1662, Februar y 10: Robert Stockman demands a warrant 
lha.ryland agA.inst John alias Jacob Lumbrozo 1n 

en action of debt to the valew of 2000 
lb. of tob: (Charles County Court Pr oceedings, Liber B, 58 ; 
Found in Archives 2£. Maryland liii, 316). 

See ~o . +s;. 



1662, ?ebruary 10: 
Uaryland 

No. 451. 

Gila Glouen,p~aintiff, is non suited 
because his wife served as hie attorney 
in the suit against Lumbrozo. 

Gila Glouer Pla~ine by his wife by her 
Attorney John ~altome versus Jacob Lum
brozo defendant •••• No woman whatsoeuer 

should be admitted for thear husbands Attorney ••• ordered that the 
Plantine shoold be nonauited whearupon the Plantine withdrew his 
papera.(Charlew County Court Proceedings, 1662-1668, Liber B, 62; 
Found in Archives 2£ Var,land, LIII, 318-19). 



1662, Februar y lOi 
Maryl and 

i ngs, 1662 - 1666, Liber B, 
316) . 

?Jo. +5'0 

Glouer demands a warrant against Lum
brozo in an action of the case. 

Gile Glouer demands a warrant against 
~ohn, alias John Lumbroso in an action ot 
the case. (Charles County Court Proceed-

58; Found in '}rchiyes gt. ](aryland, LIII, 

___ o ____ . 

See ~o. 449 

' I 



Lumbroao signs a b i ll binding him to pay 
to Gila ~louer 2,57a pounds of tobacco 
and cask. 

1662, Yar ch 161 This bill bincleth mee J ohn Lwnbroao DU' 
Uaryland heirs or Assignee to P'1' or Cauae· to ne 

pa_yd unto Gile Glouer or hia assignee the 
lull and iuet sum of too thowsand fiue hundred eeaventy too pounds 
of t obacco end Caske. (signed) .Tohn Lumbroao. (Charles County Court 
Proceedings, 1662-1666, Li ber B, 219J gound i n Archives of Mary l and 
LI I I, 429) . 

___ o __ _ 

See N •. 449· 



1662, August 291 
1iaryland 

found in A;ghiyee 

Achillis demands a warrant against Lumbrozo 
in an action of the case. 

Peter Achillia demandeth a warrt agt. John 
~umbroso in an accon of the case.(Provin
oial Court Proceedings, Liber P.C.R. 1086 ; 

cU:. Marxland, lLI, 571). 

____ o ___ _ 

There is no furthe r mention of the case . 



No• 4\-C,. \ • 

Gilea and Elisabeth Glouer assign a 
title and interest of a bill of a&.2e to 
Lumbrozo. 

1662, October 21 Wee G11e~ and Elisabeth Glouer ••• asaigne 
Uaryland allow. Right titell and untereat of this 

ot s113le unto Jacob Lu.mbroso alias John 
Lumbroeo hie heirs •••• for euer. 

Giles Glouer 
his mal\ke 

(Charles County Court Proceedings, t662 - 1666, Liber B, 333; Found 
in Archives <i! Maryland, LIJI, 497). 

____ o ___ _ 



1662, October 81 
1laryland 

P.C. R., 1100; Found in 

S No· +52-ee 

No. 4 G, 2-

A non suit is granted to Hammond, be
cause the plaintiff had nothing to 
testify. 

The Plt~ (Lumbroao)hauing nothing to 
say A Non suite is granted to the deft. 
(Provincial Court Proceedings, Liber 

Arghiyes !1L Maryland, XLI, 578) • 

___ o __ _ 



1662, December 3: 
llaryland 

1139 ; Found in Archives 

Lumbrozo tries to recover a debt from the 
estate of Gylee Sadlier. 

l'he Estate of Gyles Sadlier •••••••• By one 
Bill of Jacob Lumbrosoea 

1270 
(Provincial Court Proceedings, Llber P.C.R., 

&r J.!atylancl, XLI, 601J. 



1663, January 5a 
Maryland 

Glouer demands a warrant against Lumbrozo 
in an action of a debt. 

Gile Glouer demands a warrant against John 
alias Jacob Lumbroao in an action of a · 
4ebt to th~ Talew of ~000 lb. of tobacco. 

· ·,varrant to t he 
1666, Liber B, 

Sher i fte. (Charles County Court Proceedings, i662 -
2111 Round in Az:ohive•..2£ !trllan~, LIII, 423). 

___ o __ _ 

See 



1663, January 5: 
Maryland 

Proceedings, Libber 
liii, 421}. 

Lumbrozo has Bradshaw and Dorroeell 
subpoenaed. 

John Lumbroso eubpenee George Bradshaw, 
J ohn Dorrosell . Warrant and eubpenes 
to Sheriffe . (Charles County Court 

B, 210; Found in ;rchives.gt MArylAQd, 

Lumbrozo pr obably subpoenaed Dorroeell, eo be could 
t esti fy-thP. t Lumbrozo had sold a black roof caster t o 
Ri char d Si me. 

On J anua ry 10 , 1664, Lumbro zo demanded a warrant against 
Bradeha• in an action of a debt of 360 pound s of t obacco. 
Lu~brozo was non-suited on Novemoer 12 , 1664 , becau se he could 
not ur ove t hat Br adshaw was in debt. On June 13 , 1665 , 
Lumbrozo demanded a warrant aga inst Bradshaw in an ac tion 
of e debt of 1115 pounds of t obacco . There is no fu rther 
ref erenc e of t h i s case . Se e Nos. 't•8, JOO, j~ fll • .flj. 



1663, January 5: 
Maryland 

1668 Liber B, 210; 

See fJo. 4ti \ 

No.'f" 

Lumbrozo demands a warrant against 
Richard Sims in an action of a debt. 

John Lumbroso demands a •arrant against 
Richard Sims in an action of debt 436. 
(Charles County Court Proceedings, 1662-

Found in J+, rchivell Marxland 11i1, 421) 



1663, January 51 
1Jaryland 

No. 4:\-G, 1 . 

Bradahow swore that he ~ sold to Lumbroao 
a caster for 300 pounds of tobacco. 

Georg Bradahow sworne in open court aayeth 
that he aould to John alias Jacob Lambroao 
one shaged caet&r about the latter end of 

Harch last for three hundred pounds of tobacco et non ultra.(Cbar
les County 0ourt Proceedings, 1662 - 1666, Liber B, 219; loWld. in 
Arghiyas Qt Maryland, LIII, 429). 

___ o __ _ 



1663, January 5t 
Maryland 

Donoeell swore that he waa a witaees 
when Doctor Lumbro&o sold a black roof 
caster to dichard Sime and that the latte 
was to pay Lumbrozo for it. 

Joaaphat Donosell sworae in open Court 
aayeth that about the Latter end or V&y 
or June hee saw doctor Lumbroso sell a 
black roote Caster to richard Sime tor 

which ~ee was to pay as the doctor did and the deporant is a wit
ness to the bill and further eayeth not.(~harlee County Court 
Proceedings, 1692- 1666 , Liber B, 219; Found in Archives ~ :var~
lend, LIII, ~29}. 

____ o ___ _ 

See No. t\-"5 



1663, June 251 
Maryland 

Liber 3.B, 32; Found 

Lumbrozo demands a writ against John Legatt 
in an action of a debt. 

John -Lumbroso dds writt agst 1ohn Legatt 
in an accon or Debt t c t~e ualew of 2500 
Tob & Cask. (Provincial Court Pr~ceedings, 

in ArchiTee .£!. 7!arzland, XLIX, 30 1 • 

___ o __ _ 

John Legatt was also a minister. On September 5, 1663, Lumbroso 
charged t hat John Legatt married people without a license. 

see tlo- 481 . 



1663, January 28 1 
Maryland 

lfo. 410. 

Joseph Donosell demands a warrant agaanst 
Lumbrozo in an action of a debt. 

Joseph Donosell demands a warrant against 
John Lwnbrozo in an action of a debt to the 
valew of 900 lb of tobacco and 3 barrels of 

Corne. ~arrant to the Sheriffe. (Charles County Court Proceedings 
Liber •, 243; Found in Archives 2!: Maryland, LIII, 442). 

____ o ___ _ 

~here is no fu~ther reference to the case. 



Ho. 4-1 ). 

Veich appoints Lumbrozo to be his 
attorney. 

1663, May 6: Know all men by thees Presants that 
llaryland I Jamee Veich of Calvert County Plan-

ter doe Constitute or appoynt ~ Lou
ing frien~ Mr John Lwnbrozo rJ13' trew and lawful Attorney. (Charles 
County Court Proceedings, 1662 - 1666, Liber B. 133; 7ound in 
·Atcliives QL. Mtrtlpd, LIII, 369). 

___ o __ _ 

Jacob Lumbrozo appears as attorney in Charles 0ou•ty four times. 
Only ten other men served as attorney in l.la!'A"land as many times 
as Lumbrozo.(Archives of Maryland, XLIV, 357). 



1663, tray 6 : 
!Jaryland 

John Tomki nson unto Jacob 
Cour t Proceedings, 1662 -
~ l!a,ryland, LIII, 369) . 

No. 4 1') 

Lumbroao ie the lawyer of Veich ag
ainst Tomkinsoil. 

The deposition of ""homa.s Burdit a ged 
twenty seaven years ••• sayeth that your 
deponant accepted of a debt dew from 
Lumbrozo, Vei ch's lawyer.(Charles County 1 

1666 , Liber B, l33f i'ound in ArchiTea I , 

___ o ___ _ 

See N es. 4"\J 492.. 
I 



1663, March 8 : 
Ma.ry la?d 

Lendsey demands a warr&nt against Lum
brozo i n an action o~ a debt. 

Edmond Lendsey demands a warrant against 
John Lumbrozo in an action of debt of 
190 lb. of tobacco. Warrant to the Sher

i ffe. (Charl es County Court Pr oceedings, 1562 - 1666, Liber B, 
254 ; Found in Archives ,£.!: Marylan<l, .LIII, 448). 

____ o ___ _ 

See No. 4-9~ 



1663 , March 81 
J.4aryland 

No. 41'\. 

Lumbrozo judges Jheromie Taylor to be 120 
yea.?'s old. 

John Lumbroao Presents on Jheromie Taylor 
to haue hie a ge iudjed of one who is iudjed 
to bee one an• twenty years old. (Charlea 

County Court Procee6ings, 1662 - 6, Liber B, 259a Eound in Archives 
.al. Na.rxland, LIII, 452}. 

___ o __ _ 

Lumbrozo received 50 acres of land on August 20, 1664, •tor bring
ing ~nto the province one Jerenu T83lor•. 

See 1Jo. S 0 l-



1663, May 11: 
Maryl and 

No.41S. 

Lumbrozo sues his erstwhile friends, the 
Goulds, for defamation. They were 
accused of spreading the "tale" that be 
had offered John Gould ha lf his uossees
ions "boa th land and hogs •. . if (he) 
would consent to let him (Lumbrozo ) ly 
with his Wife. • Margery testifies bow 
Lumbrozo bad attempted to force her, •bile 
he furnished scriptural pr oof that his 
intentions were honorable. Lumbrozo 
withdrew hie suit and pai d the costs . 

John Lumbrozo Plaintive 
John and Margert Goold Defendant 
John Dorrosell aged 40 years or tbear

abouts Sworne and examined in open court s ayetb tha t Margery 
Goold told this deponant t hat doctor Lumbroee woold have 
laine with her • •• 
Petition of Ma.rgerie Goold. Your ?etitionere hauri ng 
themselves to John Lumbroso Surgan f or t he ter~e of too 
years desiers t o bee released of t he sayd saurice fo r many 
and inst occasion which your peti tioner shall declare bear 
i n the Petition and uoon oat h in manner following tbe s a¥d 
Lumbrozo a sked of mee if I woold give consent to let him ly 
with my wife and bee woold gi ve mee one halfe of his 
posse ssi ons, boatb l and and hogs • .• 

Me.rgery Goold declare tb that the said Lumbroeo woold 
ha.ve ber to bee his whore and when my husband is out of 
t he way bee is still at mee to delued mee t o fulfill hie 
Lust and so bee tooke mee in his armes and threw mee upon 
the bed and t hea r wool d have the u oe of use of my body and 
I crying out aloud and then bee let mee goe and after wards 
I asked hi m if bee was no~ ashamed and bee eayd to me that 
he was not and tha t he wo~ ld show !!le scriplur for it thearfor . 
•. . The Plaintive •ithdre• himself and the defendant craved 
a non eui t which wa.s granted. It is therefor ordered that 
the Pl aintive shoold bee nonsuited and nay t he cost end ~barge 
of the suit. (Charl es County Court Proceeding~, 1662-1666 , 
Liber B. 117; found in ArcbivesJ2..f. ;,m ry1and liii, 335-357 ) 

This is the l ast reference t o Lumbrozo and the Goulds . No 
doubt Lu!nbr ozo ceased to be ''a trus ty-well beloved friend:' 

See No· 1'5S 



1663, May 11: 
llaryl and 

No. 41'-
Lumbrozo is the a ttorney for Veich 
against John To~inson, the defendant. 

John alias Jecob Lumbroeo attorney to 
Jamee Veich Ple1nt1ve. 
John Tomkinson Defendant. 

(Cha rles County Court Proceedings , 1662-1666t Liber B, 118; 
Found in Ar~bives 2.f Maryland, liii, 357-358). 

See l\le~ . ~1t,4i2.. 



1663, 1'8.y 1 2: 
Maryland 

Lumbrozo charges through hie attorney 
that William Gother, defe.med him by 
stating that Lumbrozo had cheated the 
defendant out of his crops. The court 
orders that Lumbrozo be non-suited and 
pay the costs of the suit. 

Benjamin Ha!!IDon by A ttorn.ey John alilB 
Jacob Lumbrozo Plaintive William 
Gother defendant to the worshipfull 

commissioners of Che:rlese Countie the bumble petition of 
Benj amin Hammon humbly showeth that whearas William Gother 
bath malicious ly defa.mmed your petition er in reporting that 
bee bath cheated him of his crope bee thesrfor bath entered 
hie action of defamation •• . It is ordered that the ulaintive 
sboold bee nonsuited and pay the cost and charge of suit. 

(Charles County Court Proceedin~s, 1662-1668, Liber B, 161 ; 
Found in Archives 2!,.Uaryla.nd, li1i, 386-?). 



No. 41 'C,. 

Lumbrozo as attorney t .o .Tames Veich. 

1663, l~ 12s Tomkinson debt. (Lumbro1~0), as attorney 
_.~ryland to Jamee Veich. (Charle!l!J County Cort Proc

eedings ~ 1662 - 1666, Liber B, 110; 
found in ,A;ch ives .2!_ Yiarxland, LIII, 352). 

see No">· 41 \ •41 2. 



1663, May 1 2 1 
l"a.ryland 

Proceedings , 1662 -
land, LIII, 352). 
~ 

John Lumbrozo demands a warrant against 
Brom in an action of the case. 

John Lumbrozo demandeth a warrant against 
Thomas Brom in an aqtion of ·the Case . John 
llargene Goold subs lCharles County Court 

1666, Liber B, 110; Found in Archives .2!._?la __ ~--



1663, Hay 13; 
J5aryland 

No. +~o . 

ails Glouer r eceived 169 pounds of tob
acco in f~~fillment ot Lumbrozo'a debt. 

Receaved in part of the bill (from Lum
brozo) one hundee4 sixtie nine pounds of 
tobacco and cas~e ••••• Gils Glouer 

his marke 
(Charles County Court Proceedings, Liber ~. 220; ?ound in 4£chivee 

__gf_1~rvland, LIII, 4~9). 

___ o __ _ 

See No. ~'\ 



1663, June 151 
Maryland 

. 
Wo. ~\ 

Lumbrozo wae sent to prison because he prod
uced a criminal abortion upon Elizabeth ~ild 
his maidservant,after the t•o did •1ee to
ge ther•. 

John alias Jacob Lumbroao beeing Cl aped up in 
prison ••• The de~oaition of Joseph Donosell ••• 
declared hee went to llr. Ad.ams and told him the 

doctor John Lumbroao and hie maed did Lee together ••• and the ~his~ 
that the doctor did give her did kill the child ••• when the Phtsick 
did work the doctor did hold her back for shee was in such payne 
and misery that she thought shee should dy. (Charles County Court 
Proceedi$ge Liber B, 162; ~ound in Archives.2! Uarzland, LIII,388). 

___ o __ _ 

see Nos. 4S 4 / 489 



1653 , July 21: 
l!e.ryland 

No. 4· 8 'l_ . 

Gloue1r recei vel 170 pounds of tobacco 
from jLumbrozo. 

Recea111ed of .T;Bhn Lumbrozo one hundred 
and seauenty ounds of tobacco and Caske. 

Gile Glouer 
his marke 

Archives 2!, M.aryland, LIII, 429). 

See No. 4~9 



Lumbrozo is attorney or Veich against 
Tomkinson the defendant. 

John Lum.braze Atturney of Jaaes Veich 
Plantinue 

1663, July 28 & 
11a.ry lanci 

J ohn Tomkineon Def endant by his Atturne7 
francis Batche lor. (Charles County Court Proceedings, 1662-1668, 
Liber B, 132; Found in A;ehiyes at.Marzland• LIII, 368). 

____ o ___ _ 



1663, June 29 
:Maryland. 

Two ~itnessea testify that Lumbrozo gave a 
physic to kill Elizabeth ~ild'a baby. El
izabeth absolves Lumbrozo of any blame.The 
jury indietea Lumbrozo. However there are 
no turther proceedings concerning this case. 

John ~rowne ••• eath that hee heard doctor 
Lumbrozo mad Elizabeth Wild eay that the 
doctor lay with her and had the use ot her 

bodje and that shee was with Child and that the doctor gave her 
fisik to destroy it •••• John Jlunes •••• eath that he heard ~octor 
Lumbroso mad Elizabeth wild• aay that the doctor tora t her to ly 
with him and he woold hould to bead and stop her breath ••• 

The deposition of Elisabeth Weales (Wild) •••• I went to good
man Trews and •••• she asked mee how the blake man did whearupon 
this deponant asked w~t blacke man wast t he black man that lye 
by your sid every night I went home and ~coled with Joseph and 
axe him why did hee reported that I was with Child by the doctor 
and l ay with him every night whearupon.1 weent into the Roome and 
then I complayned of m:t stomache and about f113 heart whearupon 
t hi s deponant desired awn thing of him and after I saw it I was 
not willing to t acke if whearupon bee replyed it wi ll doe _you som 
good f or it will Cleare the poyson from you whearupon I desire that 
h~e my bee clear e from t he s candal that I rise unon h im for what it 
was snoken I di d Ri se of mee own head and f urther s ayet h not. 

Elisabeth+-7eales 
Her marke 

•••• I t i s t he ve rdi~t of the Jury and f i nd by her owne publik 
Confes s ion that shee was wi t h Chi ld by John Lumbroso and that he 
did gi ve her phi s ick t o dest~oy it and for t hees Rea s on we6 doe 
present ~hem. (Charl es Count y Court Proceedi ngs, 1662- 1663, Liber 
3 , 165 ; ~ound in Archi ves of ~yland, 111, 389 - 391). -----
Lumbrozo married Elizabeth t hus di squal i fying the principal wit
nes s against him. (J. Hall Pleasant, i bid. p.l). He ia r eferred 
t o here (the only time ) a s black . Per haps be ~as from one flt th~ 
Por tuges e Afri can Colonies, although ~hen he was deni zated Ll66~, 
he was des cribed as late of Li sbone, Portugall. 



1663, August 19: 
::aryland 

170; Found in A;chiyee 

Lumb~ozo is a witness. 

Know all men by 
George Thompson 
(Charles County 

£!. l!arvland, LIII, 

those ~reeent tl:Bt I 
doe ••• ~estea.John Lumbroao 
Court Proceedings, Liber B, 
393) . 



~,he Sher:rif b.a's a writ for IJumbrozo. 

:in 

Ret. Writt Sheiffe a Grand Jury & warned 
I'f oreman 

John Lumbrozo Provin«.ial l.fourt Proee!~dings,' 
~ .... .£!J!~£~l~E~' XLIX, 76). 

1663, September 5: 
Marylana. 

Liber B B , 76; Found 



1663, Septexnber 5: 
Marylanc'J. 

Iiumb:rozo is not able to substantiate the 
charge that th~minh3ter J"ohn Legatt married. 
people without a license. 

John J,unibro.zo info:rmes the Court agst John 
·rJegatt minister how the said Legatt marryed 
without Iiycense, or asking of the :Banes 
.ace ord.ing a:s is p:r.oui ded by Act of Assembly •• 

• • • • To wch Informaon .Tohn :Legatt, by his Attorney, pleads not Guil~i 
And the sd I,umbrozo, not being able to make ius·t proofe of what is I 
alleaged by him, '.l1he. Info:rmati o_n ~~ ~udged. not~~~ng~ (::rovi.:;~~--~~ -·- '. 1 · 
Court :Proceedings, I11ber B.B, No a, .Hound in ~;i..Y.e..:a. ~ .l~ 
XJJIX, 85) • i 

0 __ ................ .,,-..--



A 1etter of deization was issued to 
tlumbrozo. He is describc.~d as 11 late 
of Lisbone in the Kingdom of Portugal. 11 

1663, September 10: Lr es of Deni za.con exier t to J'aoob alias 
Maryl.and John l1umb:rozo in his Verbis Oaecilius & c. 

Whereas Jacob, aliaa John Lumbrozo, late 
of Lisbone in the Kingdome of Portugall having long time lyed 
wth in this Our Prov·ince of Ma.ryland hath besought & c. Wi ttnes 
ou:c Dea,re sorme & heyre Charles Oalvert & c. (Proceedings of 
the Oounoil of Maryland - 1661-1675. IJiber H. H. 188; Found in 
f.\.~~ ye,s f).J .. ~'U!,d III, 488). 

'rhe general effect of the letter would cba.nge Lumbrozo 1 s 
statuA from that of an alien who could only institute civil 
preceedingR in the court to that of a semi-naturalized citizen, 
including the right of land settlement under the liberal terms 
of pl_anta:tion eE:1tabli shed by the Lord Proprietary (~ I 
L1s9~5T, 29). 



No. 4e9 

Lumbrozo demands land "for his own 
transporta tion anno 1656" and "for 
Elizabeth his wife a.nno 1662." The 
Doctor immediately assigns over the 
rights so secured to Jame s Jolly. 

1663, September 11: Jacob, alias, John Lu~broao, demands 
Maryland Land for bis o1'll tr:msportation Anno 

1656 and for Elizabeth bis wife Anno 
1662 the which he as s igns over to Jamee Jolley in these 
words, vizt - I Jacob, aliRs John Lu~brozo of Charles 
Coun ty do aRRign All my right Title and interest of the 
above mentioned Ri ghts , unto J ames Jolly of Saint Maries 
County and hi s heirs forever, ae w1tnese - my hand this 
11th day of Beotember 1663 . 

Jacob, aliaP John Lumbro~o 
(Pecord~ of Land Office, Liber 5 , folio 557; Found in 
{pA,raa, I [18937, 357. 

The existence of A MiPtre PR Lumbro~o is first indicated 
in tbis connecti on . Hollander Ptatee that if she were a 
Jewes A, it ie reasonably certain that Lumbrozo'e wife must 
have come from En~land. The improbPbility of this, the long 
in~erval between her arrival and that of t he Doctor, the 
freauency of the Na~e Elizabeth in E~rly Uaryland records, 
mRke i t more li~ ely that, if the n8.!!le i s authen tic, she was 
not of Je•i sh desct.dt a.nd t ha t the mar riage occured after 
her ar~ival in the.orovince ( Ibid P 29). -

Lumbrozo ' s wife is, no doubt, Elizabeth Wild. 

Lumbro'!o lost no time in acquiring l and , a privi l.ege 
bestowed upon h1M:•ttb bis t denization on September ~o, 1663. 

As Hollander suggests, it cannot be accur a tely ascerta ined 
for •hat reason Lumbrozo assigned over uroperty righ ts to 
Jolly-whether for some consideration or in cancellation of 
indebtedness is conjectural. 

See "'o- ~4· 



1663, October 27: 
Maryland 

M&ryland, XLIX, 156) • 
..,.fi!.HIIHl'Ji ; 1 l:Gfitf«uom 

See l\)(j. 4\\. 

N '! 490· o •. 

Lumbrozo is the at·torney o:f Oapta.in 
Brent. 

John Lumbrozo. attor1~ey of oa,p t Giles 
Brent Pltf. (Provincial Court Proceed
ings, Liber B. B. 2to; Archives of 

••• It\~-"'~ ~ 

___ . _____ o _________ _ 



No.49\. 

Lumbrozo demands a warrant against 
B.icha:r.d Sims in an aotion of a debt. 

1663, November 3: ,John Lumbrozo demands a warrant ageJ.nst 
Maryland Richa.rd S1ms i.n 1m action of debt. 

Warrant to the Bheriffe to Arest. (Charles 
County Court Proceedings, 1662-1666, Liber B. 188; Found in 
~Qf,l,i V!2!3 _Q;f_ M~~, liii, 407), 

_____ o ___ .,~·-·-~-----

See ~e>· 4S\. 



1663, November 10 
Maryle.nd 

No. 492.. 

Lumbrozo signe~ ~). bill building him to 
pay Tomkinson, 300 pounds of tobacco. 

John :·qionnkinson Plaintive Abraham 
Rows as the Attorney o:f John Lumbrozo, 
Defendant . . • rrl1iR bill b:tndeth mee John 

IJumbroso . . . ·bo pay •.. unto John Torn1(linson • . • the full and 
inst sum of three hundred pounds of good sound Ma,rohantable 
tobacco and Oaske. (Charles County Court Proceedings Liber 
B. 224; F'ound in ~J:.§ 2.£. l~~.!1.£., liii, 431-432) 

_________ o _________ _ 

See ~OS. 41l, 412.. 



No. 49?,. 

John and Elizabeth Lumbrozo til.gree to 
sell to Nicholans E;merson their 
plantation. If J£merson is not satis
fied, he can inva.lidate the agreement. 

1663, November 16: K.now all men by thees Presents that 
Maryl.0.nd I John l~umbrozo wth Elisa.beth my wife 

doe from mee my heirs, Executors 
Administrators of Aesignes bargaine for sell and deliver 
unto Nicholaus E:merson his heirs or Assignes all our Hight 
ti tell and Inte:rest of our Plantation wee now live on 
wth the boweee fences Orchard other trees and all other 
purtenances thearunto belonging and to acknowledge the 
assignment and sa.ile thearo:f in open Court and in perfor
mance of this above mentioned wee have hearunto set our 
hands thi e 16th of Novembe::r 166~3. 

Moreover if in Case that ea.yd Emerson try a.nd the bill 
ta.ken for the sayd plEmta.tion bee not ea.ti sfied according to 
the Contents then the sayd Plantn.tion to r·eturne to mee the 
sayd Lumbroso according to the first Qualitie tharof as witness 
our hands and seals. ~rohn Lumbrozo 

Elisabeth T. Lumbroso 
Lu .Marke 

(Charles County Court ?roceedings 1662-1666 Liber B. 334; 
Found in ~.]],~;;; .Qf_ lv'Wi£l!;;l;.!J.£ .. - 411 497-498) 

___________ o_, ________ _ 

On July 11, 1664, John and Elizabeth Lumbrozo aok.nowledge 
the bill of saie of their plantation to Nicholasus Emerson: 

see No. 501. 



No. 494· 

Hannah Lee petitions that Lumb:rozo pays 
her debt of 400 pounds of tobacco. 

1663, November lS: The humble Petn of Hannah Lee Bbeveth 
Maryland That Doctor John, alias Jacob Lumbrozo 

standeth to yor Petr in the sume of ffoure 
hund.8 pounds of 'Toh and Cask a.s by Bil 1 a.p·oeareth, Bea.r1. ng 
date the 17th of October 1662. 

Yor Petr therefore humbly Cra.veth tht ·this honble Court 
will graunt her order agst the sd John altas Jacob Lumbrozo 
for her sd Debt, wth Co ets of Bui t and shc?e shall pray. 
(Provincial Court Proceedings Liber B. B. 154; Found in 
A,rcJlixe,s .o.:t: ~> XLI'~. 112). 

__ . ___ o _________ _ 

There is no further mention of the case. 



No. 495. 

Anne Hammonds demands a writ against 
Lumb.rozo in an action of a debfl;. 

1663, November 16: Anne Hammond, Admist:ri:x of John Ha.mmond 
Maryland dds wri tt agst John T..1umbroz.o a.econ Debt. 

(Provincial Court Proceedinge, Liber B. B. 
153; Found. in A:r chives of Maryland, XT.JIX, 111). 

~ r ~ Mii:Sl#~nlil'I 011fllilf!!lllt\l:ll'l'Bo0
........., _ 

____ o ____ _ 

There is no mention o:f any ad.diM.onal action that is tl·i.ken. 



Lendsey demands that IJumbro zo def end ant 
pay the plaintiff the debt of 190 pounds 
of tobacco 

1663, December 15: Edmond Lendsey Plantiuue 
Ma.ryland John J~umbroso Defenda¥~ 

This business ended w themselves the 
decla.ers age.inst the defendant in an action of deb·t for J,90 
lb. of tob: dew by a.ccoumpt as hee is ready to make a.ppea,r 
which as yet remaineth unsatisfied the premisse Considered 
the pla.nt i vue humbly er ave th order of Oour t with Co st and 
Charge. (Charles County Court Proceedings, 1662-1662 Liber 
B, 269; Found in ,!r,qN,,Y.~ ... ~ ... 9f,..1~ lii i, 457). · 

____ o __ 



J. 6 6 4 , January 4: 
Maryl and 

:Eli Babe1;h + 

No. 81q1. 

Glouer recei.ve1:1 408 poundB of tobacco 
from Lumbro zo. 

F..ecea.ved of John JJi.:trnbrozo 1 hogset of 
tobacco wayin.g near four hundred and 
eight pounds for the use of Gile Glouer 

Glouer. (Charles County Court Proceedings. 
her marke 

1662-1666. Liber B. 219; 
li ii' 429). 

This is the lo.st refert~noe made to the debt. 

See 1'J O· 4t.\i9 



Hi64, January 10: 
Maryland 

No. 49S· 

Lumbrozo demands a wa.rran t a.gains t 
klloocks in n.n action of a debt of 
340 nounds of tobacco. 

John Lumbrozo demands a warrant 
against Thomas Allcocke in an action 
of debt for 340 pounds of tobacco. 

(Charles 
Found in 

County Court Proceedings 1662-1666, Liber B. 396; 
1l.~~, tl..lliJ~,i;x.J..~n , ii ti , s 40 ) . 

0 
----~-""-"""'-""' -·----,,~· .. ·--~·--... -

On November 12, AJ.lcocks signed a. bill binding him.to pay 
340 pounds of tobacco to Lumbrozo. 

rrhomas Allcooks lost his Wife and cM.ld in an Indian 
attack. On November 14, 16~5, he had Lumbrozo arrested for 
receiving goods stolen from his house at the time of the 
murder. The trial Wt:tf3 set for Janu1_:iry 2, 1666. rrhere i B no 
further mention of this trial. Lumbrozo may have dted in the 
interim period. On June 11, 1667, Al:l.cocks demanded a warrant 
against John Hobini:ion, as administrator of the estate of the 
late John Lumbrozo, in an action of a. oa.se, amoun·ting to the 
value of 900·, pounds of tobtctcoo. This may have been the 
amount of goods, stolen from Allcock's home, during the 
Indian o:ttack. 

See N~~- &ti, ~2.~, 55 "). 



16()4' cJanuary 10: 
Ma.ryland 

No. '1-99-

Lumbrozo demn.nd.s a warrant ai;r,ai.nst 
Clarke in an action of a deb~ of 
tobacco. 

John Lumbroso demands a warrant 
against John Clarke in an a,c ti on of a. 
debt for 355 pounds of tob. (Charles 

County Court ProceedingR, 1662-1666, Liber B, 390~ Found in 
Archives of Maryland, liii, 540). 
~ ll!W. &MIMt<t~• ~ .jlt\1~iifMMi\l:illbll!~lll~JI 

0 
--~-~- --·--· ---

There is no further mention of the case. 



1664, January 10: 
llaryland 

Court ~ roceedinga, 
li ii , 540). 

See 

No. 5 ()(1. 

Lumbr ozo demands a warrant against 
George Bradshaw in an action of a debt. 

John Lumb~ozo demands a warrant a gainst 
George Bradehaw in an acti on of A debt 
o f 360 lb. of tob . (Charles County 

Liber B. 346; Found in Archives .2£. Maryl and , 



No. Sol 

Lumbrozo acknowledges his debt of 1,160 
pounds of tobacco ~o Pope.Alney, plaintiff. 

1664, F'ebruary 10: Pope Alney, Plf. 
Maryland John Lumbrozo deft. 

The Deft a~knowled~ing his Bill, Orde~ed 
that theddeft p~y unto the_pltf this p _nt year~ one ~houe 
one hund & sixty oownds of tab. & cask, ells 1xeQur1on. 
(Provincial Court Proceedings, Liber B. 'B, 190; Found in 
£i.J;c.hi.vef.1 ,Q;t,~ XLIX, 147). 

_______ o _____ _ 

Lumbrozo probably paid his debt. There is no further 
mention of this case. 



1664, January 19: 
Maryland 

Cause betweene ... 
Court Proceedings, 

No. 5oz_ 

IJu:mbrozo is sum:'lloned to testify in the 
case between Bradshaw and Browne. 

Summons ••. to warne ... JnO Lumbrozo 
to ma.ke a pr~or:i/i.ll. a;ppearance at . the 

alJ. ·· · · · · next Prawn cou~t :;; to testify in a 
George Bradshaw and John Browne (Provincial 
1664-65. Liber B. B; 354). 



1634, March 4: 
Maryland 

No. So> 

Lu~brozo binds hi mself and his heirs to 
pay to Curtis 2,576 pounds of tobacco. 

Know all men ••• that John Lumbrozo doe 
hereby bind my self, my heirs ••. to pay 
.•• unto Edmond Curtis of London Marchant 

and Cumpanie to him hi s heirs • • • the full and inst sum of 
too tbo•sand fi ve hundred eeaventy and six pounds of good 
sound Marchantable leaf tobacco and Ca ske to bee payd at or 
upon the 30th of November next .•. 

John Lumbroeo 
(Charles County Court Pr oceedings , 1662-1662, Liber B, 291 ; 
Found in Archives a ieryland, liii 470). 

Lombrozo seems to be in active i ntercourse with London 
mer chants. 



1664, March 14: 
Maryland 

John and Elizabeth Lumbrozo enter the 
brands that they •ill put on their cattle. 

Doctor John Lumbroso ente~eth his marke of 
hogs and cattell (viz) t he figure of three 
one the under s ide of the Right Eare and 

the left ~are Crapt and Slite. Doctor John Lumbrosos •1fe of 
Elizabeth entereth her marke of hogs and cattell videlicet the 
figur of three one the underside of the right Ee.re Craot and 
tow sli t s in it. (Charles County Court ProceedingR, 1662-1666 , 
Liber B 435; Found in Archives 2!_ »taryland , liii, 564 ). 

See 



1664 , .;.pril 16: 
MaryUrnd 

No. 50~. 

Lumbrozo is indebted to nilliam Caske 
to the sum of 1641 pounds of tobbaco. 

William Cueke braught this ensuing bond 
to be Recorded. Kno• all men by thees 
Presence that I John Lumbrozo am indebted 

to Wil:iam caeke hia heirs ••• the full and inst sum of 
sixteene hundred and forty one pounds of tobacco and oaske to 
bee payd by mee my heirs executors ••• upon the 20th day of 
November next. (Charles County Court Proceedings, 1662-1662 
Liber, 335; Found in Archives <2! Uaryland li i i, 498). 

Lumbrozo probably naid caske the tobacco, as there is no 
further mention of an additional oroceedinge. 



166 4, .hpril 30: 
Ma ryland 

No. 5 {)~ 

Lumbrozo, a commissioned appraiser, 
appraises t be i nventory of the tstate 
of Daniel Gordian. 

kn Inventory of the Estate of Daniel 
Gordian • • • granted unto George Thompson 
.. • ~ppraysed by Com~iesionated Appra~ers 

i4r. Thomas i3ecker and doctor John Lumbrozo. (Charles County 
Court Proceedings,. 1662-1666, Liber B, 343; Found in Archives 
of Ma ryland, liii, 502) -

Part of t he estate of Daniel 
f or medical services rendered . 
interest in the estate. 

See 1Jo. 5\0 ~ 

Gordian was given to Lumbr ozo 
This explains Lumbrozo's 

J 



1664, July 11: 
Maryland 

No. 5<>'1. 

John and Elizabeth Lumbrozo acknowledges 
the bill of sale of their plantation to 
N ichola~s Emerson. 

John Lumbrozo and hie 1'ife Elizabeth 
this day come and acknowledge a bill of 
sale unto Nicholaus Emerson in open 

court. (Charles County Court Proceedings, 1662- 6 , Liber B, . 
332; Found in 4rchivee ~,llarxland, 111i, 496) 

See AJo . +9). 



1664, Au gust 20: 
Maryland 

No. J6& . 

Lumbrozo bas his title recorded to 200 
acres of land. Of these, 150 are 
secured by transfer, the remaining for 
"bringing into the province one Jeremy 
Taylor" 

I, William Smith of St. Mary County do 
hereby sell and set over unto John 
Lumbrozo and his heirs the right of 

three nersons out of my number ~f rights upon r ecord. Vd tness 
my hand - this twentyeth of .t\Ug One thousand Six hundred 
Sixty four 

William Smyth 
~ itnes s of Daniel Fenefer 

The above said John Lumbrozo adds fifty ecres more for 
transpolting Jeremy Taylor. 

Warr mde to the Surveyor Generall for t~o hundred acres 
dated t•entieth A.ugt One Thousand Six hundred Sixty Four ret 
Last Februa ry (Records of the Lend Office, Liber 7, folio 
370-371; Found in PAJHS, I, [f.89~7, 37). 

Jeremy Ta_llor is a~parently an indentured servant. 
(PAJHS, I, Ll89~, 30). 

On March 8 , 1663 , Lumbrozo judged Taylor to be 1 20 years 
old. 



1664, September 7: 
Ma r yland 

Lumbrozo on the East 
Creek . 

Escheat 

No . 509· 
The tract of Land of Lumbrozo is laid 
out by the deouty surveyor along Nangemy 
Creek in Charles County. It is entered 
under the name, "Lumbro?JO's Discovery." 

Acree Shilling "Lumbrou:>' s Discovery" 
50 th 

Sur [Vey 8![/7 September 1664 fr Jn° 
side of the N. E. branch of Nang emy 

This l and is said to be Eecbeet. 
To the honble Lieut Generall Laid out for John Lumbrosie 

of tbi ~ orovince Cbiruregon a parcell of Land in Charles 
County celled Lumbrosie's diAcovery lying on the Ea.et eide 
of t he North East branch of Nange!!IY Creek beg inning at a 
bounded Oak the bound tree of Richard Tree and the land 
fo r merly l Aid out by Gile Glover standing by t he creek ~ide 
bound in~ on the North •1th the sa id True's land by a line 
dr awn East North Ea et f r om the GR id oak unto t he ~ood s for one 
hundred and fifty perches to A bounded po~lar being the 
exterior boundtree of the s aid Ricbe rd True on the East with 
the l and formerly l a id out for Edmund Lindsey commonly called 
t he churcbland - for the lell{lth of fifty oerches to the 
exterior line of the s~id Glover's land which runeth n ea t to 
the f irst bounded Oak on t he creeksi de on t he Sout h with the 
sai d l and on the west with t he S~id Creek - contR1n1ng and 
now l a i d out for fi f ty acres more or les s. t 

John Leweger de p Surveyor 
to be held of the 
.Lano. Zachai a 

(Rent Roll of St. ~ar y' s and Charles Count iee , No . 2 , folio 
34 ; Found i n RAJHS, I, [f.89: ~ 36 ). 

•• Lu!llbr ozio ' s Di scovery" i e held in f r ee so cag e tenure of 
t he or opri e t ary manor . Zncha i a , at an annual r enta l of one 
shill inei: ( i oid , o 30 ). 



1664, October 31 : 
Uaryland 

No. Sl\l 

Part of the Esta te of Daniell Gordian 
is g iven to Doctor Lumbro?.o, for 
medical Sarvi ces rendered. 

[K.n Inventory of DRniel Gordi an7 An 
accou!Dnt of t he disooeall of sayd \ lb .. 
EstRte- to Doctor Lumbrozo for her endl oo8io 

her !Dayds diet and her Phieick from 20th day of Janua ry 
1663/4 to the 11th day of March, 1663/4 
. •. to the doctor to recover he r to the nerfect use of \lb. oi8<>0 
her limbs and her mayd diet . 
(Charles County Court Proceedings, 1662-1662 , Liber B, 344; 
Found ·in Archives .2J. u.aryland liii, 503) 

See No. 5 0 (,. 



No. ') IJ . 

Lumbrozo is non-suited because he could 
not orove tha t Bradsha• • as in debt to 
hi m. 

16 64, November 12: J ohn Lumbrozo Flantivue 
Ma ryland George Bradshu.1V Defend~nt 

... The Deft denied the debt and Put the 
Flt t o the oroofe of his declaration •hich bee coold not doe 
•• . It i s tbearfor ordered tha t the Plt shoold bee nonsuited 
end pay the cost and charge of suit. (Charles County Court 
Proceedin~s , 1662-1666 , Liber B. 427; Found in Archives of 
Maryland , 1111, 558 ). --



No . t; )'l... 

Allcocks signs a bill binding bi'!l to 
pay 340 pound s of tobacco to Lumbrozo. 

1664, November 12: John Lumbrozo, Plaintivue 
Maryland Thomas Allcocks Defendant 

••• This bill bindetb mee Tho~as hllcocke 
!IIY heirs ••• to pay to · John Lumbrozo bis beir1:; ••. the full 
and inst sum of three hundred and forty ooundt~ of ~ood and 
well conditioned tobacco and casbe (Charles County Court Pro
ceedings, 1652-1666 , Liber B, 427, Found i n AJrchives of 
.ikaryland 11. ii, 558). -

See No. '+"8. 



1665 , January 10 : 
Maryland 

No. t; \). 

Lumbrozo demand s a warran t a~4inet 
Hammon , in an action of a debt . 

John Lumbrozo demande R w&rrant 
aga inst Garratt ha~mon . action of 
debt. 

•.a r J·ant and Subpenes t o the Sberiffe Ret. (Charles County 
Court Proceedings , Liber B, 394; Found in Archiyes ...QL 
~aryl and liii, 539) . 

There i s no r eference to any additiona l action , t aken 
by Lumbr ozo. 



1665 , June a: 
Mar yland 

No. 

Of the two bundred acres of land recorded 
by Lumbrozo (Lombrooze), only fifty 
acres are actually t Lken uoeeeseion. 

On the back s ide of a Warrant for 
Jobn Lombroo?.e Chirur~eon for two 
hundred acres of LRnd bearing date 

the t~entieth day of Auguf't 1664 ret the last of February 
th en next ensuing was thus written. 

This i a to e!?loowre you John Lombroze to marke out trees 
for the Contents of Land menconed in thi s precedent warrant 
in any part of Charles County a¥d deliver a noate of your 
land you have marked to the Dep Y Surveyo~ tha t he may Survey 
it. Given under my hand the 20th of August 1664 - - -
Jerome White Surveyor Gen. 

On the bottom of the sa id V1arrRnt is thus written, Vi zt. 
I, John Lumbroze as~igne all my right and title of the 

residue of thi s •arrant which is one hundred and fifty 
a~fies of Land to M.r . J&mes Lindsey as witness my hand the 
5 day of June 1665. 

John Lombroze 
50 acres of the above mentioned warrant a lready Surveyed. 
(Records of the Land Office, Liber 10, folio 327; Found in 
PAJHS, I, [l893], 36). 



1665 , June 13: 
Maryland 

No. S \~. 

Lumbrozo demands a warrant against 
Bradshaw in an action of a debt to the 
value of 1115 pounds of tobacco. 

Mr. John ~lias Jacob Lumbrozo demands 
a •arrant against George Bradsha• in 
an action of debt to the valew of 

1115 lb. of tobacco and cashe. (Charles County court Pro
ceedings, 1652-1666 Liber B, 447; Found in 4rchives ~ 
Yary land liii, 571). 

There is no further mention of this case. 

see No. 4'7S. 



No. 51~ 

A license is granted to Lumbrozo to 
keep an inn. 

1665, June 16~: 
MaryJ.a,nd · 

Then Lyoenoe granted 
o~jMangeny Oreeke in 
keepe·an Ordinary or 

dwelling house ... 12 ~ro Philip Land De 
Court Proceedings, 1665, Liber F. F, 36; 
Jt~;:i;i&~E§.., XLIX, 455) ... 

John Lumbrozo 
Charles County to 
Inne a.tt his now 
Prow en. (Provincial 
Found in Archives of 



1665 , June 16: 
Maryland 

Com~iseion i Peue to 
Indians. 

No. 5 \1. 

Lumbrozo netitions, for tbe ri~ht to 
trade with Indians. He h1!U3 to pay 
500 nounds sterling for t lbe oom~i ssion. 

John Lumbrozo then petnr ·for Commission 
to trade wth the Indiana. TbereuPon 
Ordered by the Leiutennt tt;ene{£11 That 
the said Lumbrozo for trad e • the 

I den mutatis mutandie ut est in 
The said Lumbrozo then entered into reoogo:nizance to the 

Lord Pronrietary of ff i~e hundred oounds Sterli~ for the 
said Lumbrozo his due pTformanoe to the said Com~n and the 
l ast act for trade the Indians to be paid uppon forfeiture 
att or before the last day of May next. (Proceedings of the 
Council of Maryland, 1661-1675 ' Liber H. H., 2, 32; Found in 
lqchivee~ Maryland, III, 526 } 



No. S \~· 

Thie ie will of John Lumbrozo. The 
first clause orders the nayment of all 
debts to the uttermost farthing.• In 
the second clauAe it is stated that 
Eli~Rbeth Lumbrozo is aouointed sole-
beir and executrix of the tetate.Eli zabetb 
is to deliver tobacco to John's sister, 
Pebecca. The third clause beoueaths the 
tract of land along Nangemy Creek," 
Lumbrozio'e Discovery" t o hie friend, 
Edward Richardson. Adams, Richardson 
a re to be overseers of the will. 

1665 , September 24: In the Na me of God amen the four and 
Maryland twentieth day of September 1665. I, 

John Lumbrozo of Nangemy of the Province 
of Ma.ryld being in perfect and sound health and memory ~nd 
Calling to mind t he transi torynees of all Sublunary things 
Doe make and Declare this to be my last \ ill and Testa.~ent 
in manner and form following revoking and annuling by these 
9resents all and Every testament or testaments Will or Wille 
heretofore by me made or declared Either by word or writing 
and this - only and no other to be taken for my absolute Las t 
~ ill P.nd Testament. Imprimiee I . bequeath my soul to ite 
Crea tor assuredly believing that he will in mercy look upon 
it and restore itt to Eternal rest and my body to the Earth 
to have decent Senulture and as touching that Wordly Estate 
tha t the Lord hath bleat me with all My Will Desire Intent 
and meaning as that it be distributed ae followeth. First 
I will and desire that all my Just debts to trully and 
bone!'St~y nai d and satisfied to the uttermo8t farthing. 

2 dlY · My will e.nd Des1 ·e is the t Elizabeth Lu.'Dbrozo 
my Dea rly beloved wife be my eo .{8_ole7 Executrix of P-11 
my Estate both reall and psonall /Personal? and thRt she 
and her heires Executors admrs or-assifUls-shall. Injoy 
Rll my Estate both r eall and nereonall for Ever and that two 
years a fter my decease she eha.11 send to Holland or any other 
Conveni ent Pl ace four Thousand ?ound= of good and ~ell Condition
ed Tobacco and Caske to be delivered to my dearly beloved 
Sister [Rebecca? Lumbrozo and two years after that the eame 
Quantity of four thousand pounds of ~ood and well C9nditioned 
tobP.cco and Cask to be delivered likewise to my aforesaid Lovein~ 
Sietai /Rebecca? Lumbrozo. 

3 y-_-- I will and bequeath my dearly beloved Friend 
Edward Richardson fifty acres of Land lyeing in Nangemy 
Creelce-Oalled Lumbrozios Discovery adjoining to Richard 
Trues on the one side and ~ ichard Dickson on the other Side. 



4thlY. If my ~ife should not acknowledge herself to be 
my Exrix and t bat she 1'ill not urove o r t ake notice of this 
my will then - my des ire is that all my Plantacon and all 
the land apperta i ning to itt shall be Fold sbee only reserv
ing her third during her life and the Tobacco that it is sold 
for tR

1
be sent home to my Sister ~ebecca7 Lumbozo. 

s t Y. I do desire and request wr. Renry Adame of S. 
Clements Bay both in the Province of ~ryland and Ed•d Richardson 
of London Merct t o be the Overseers of this my Last Will and 
Testament and to look that all things herein Conta ined be as 
Exactly Performed as •1th all uossible Convenience may be. 

stlil.y. This 1 s my last and abeolut e v; 111 and Testa.!'Dent as 
witness \ my hand and seal the day and yeare above written. 

After these words on the other Side interlyned beginning 
betwixt the 23rd and 24th Line and End ing betwixt the 25th 
and 26th Lines (Vizt) and tha t shee shall enjoy all my said 
Estate both reall and personall for Ever . 

Testes His 
Edmond X Lindsey 

Uark 
Robert Leeds 

John Lumbrozo [Seal!if 

(Record of v. 111e, Liber I. fo.11o 249- 250 ; Found in uaryland 
Calendar of Wille. Jane Sa.l dwin ,I, 3Alt. 1904) -

The will reads "tobacco that is Rold for to be sent home 
t o my Sister ffiebecca.7 Lumbrozo" in Holland . On Lumbrozo • s 
letter of deni zation, he is referr ed to as "l a te of Liebone, 
in t he kingdom of Portugal.~ According t o Hollander, there 
i s a J ucob Lu:nbrozo •ho flouri shed as a ohysician in Venice . 
It woul d be hypothetica l t o attempt to ex9lain how Lumbrozo 
came to t r..e New \, orld and from wher~ . 



1665 , October 14: 
Maryland 

~Jo. 5 \9 . 

Lumbrozo demands a warrant a ga ins t 
Frost in an action of a debt . 

J ohn Lurnbrozo demands a wa rrant a~~inst 
John Robinson a s administrator of the 
Estate of John Lumbrozo i n an ac tion of 

a debt to vale•- of 630 lb . of tobacco. (Cha r les County Court 
Proceedings, 1662-1666 , Liber B. 448; Found in Archives of 
Mary land, liii, 595- 596 ) . 

On November 16 , 1665 , Lumbr ozo was non suited because 
he did not appear in court in his case agai~st Frost. 

See Ne. SZ..\· 



No. SZ.0 . 

Thomas Allcocks (Allcoks), who lost his 
wife and child in an I ndian attack, had 
Lur.ibrozo a rrested for receiving goods 
s tolen from bis house at t he time of the 
murder. The tria l • as set f or J anuary 
2 , 166 

1665 , Hovember 14: Thomas Allcoks Pre sents Doctcr John 
tlaryland Lumbrozo f or thea f book for Receaving 

of the Goods that was t aken out of the 
sayd Allcoke Lows •hen his wife and Child was Murdered and 
the Court Commits him into the Sheriffs h~nds to Answer the 
~ cti on a t t he next pr ovinc1all Court to bee held at St. Ueries 
on the 2° of J anuary n ext ensuing the daet hereof and Thomas 
Allcoks Also until bee shall uut in sufficient Secur1tie to 
pro s ecute t be sAyd action against the eayd Doctor Lumbroso 
t~en and tbea r. (Cberles County Court Proceedings , 1662-1666 , 
Liber B. 514; Found in Ar ch ives of Mary l and , liii, 616) 

Ther P. is no further men tion of thi s trial. Lumbrozo may 
hHve died in the i nterim period. 

See No 498 



No. S2\ 

.Lumbrozo is non-suited beca use be did 
not appea r in Court in bis caee against 
Frost, in an action of a debt. 

1665 , November 16 : J ohn Lumbrozo Plantivue 
Maryl and J heromy f r ost Defendant 

Th~ Plt. Declaer s aga inst t he Defendant in 
an ac tion of debt to t he valew of f ive hundred and thirty 
pounds of toba cco bill f or that t he def endant st~nde i ndebted 
to t he ?lt . .• whearupon the Pl an tivue d~sowned t he Action and 
t he DefendRnt Cr a ued a nonsuit ~1th Cost And charge of suit 
The . Plain ti vue not Rppearing nor a uy- ;.. tturney for him the 
de f endant Craved a Nonsuit and an order of Court for three 
tendence . It i s t her efor e ordered t hR t t he Pl anti11Ue shall 
be e nonPuited and pay unto t he defendRnt ninghty oounds of 
t obAcco f or hiR thr ee da yA tenoRnce ~1th Coet and charge of 
suit. (Cha rles County Court Proceeding~ , 1662-1666 , Li ber B, 
505: Found in Ar chives -S2.f_Ma rylapd liii , 606- 609 ) 

See No. S \9· 



1665 , December 7: 
~~aryland 

1111, 619 ) 

No. s ll. 

John Vordery, who waa a• ay on an Indian 
March, gove Lumbrozo one •olf 'e head fo r 
100 oound s of tobacco 

John Lumbrozo one woolfee head 
(Charles Coun~y Court Proceedings , 1662- 1666, 
Liber B, 517; Fou nd in !;,,!chives 2!, MarxlAnd, 



1666, June 2 : 
Maryland 

F.ecordst Liber C, 
LX, 130) 

N:> . 52. > · 

John Lumbrozo , the son of t he l ate John 
Lumbrozo , was born in June , 1666. 

John Lumbr ozo Sone of John Lumbrozo deed 
Ldeceased7 wa s borne i n t he month of June 
hnno December 1666 . (Charles County Court 

folio 266 ; Found in Arcbives .2.[ Maryland , 

On J anuRry 11, 1572, Sennets si1?11 ed a deed of one brown 
co~ to the youngster. 

See No. S 32. 



1666 , November 2: 
Maryland 

No. s 2..4· 

The will of John Browne mentions Elizabeth 
Browne , formerly Elizabeth Lumbrozo, and 
his son , John 

Browne, John, Chas. Co . 2nd November 1666. 
To wife Eliza:, 100A. Cunamed) 

" eon John and brother Gerrard Bro~ne, 
residue of l ands jointly. In Event of death of son before 
ma jority , br other Gerrard to •hent ed. eon's share. Overseers: 
3r other Gerrard of sd. Stephen YontafZUe and Jno. ~heeler 
Test: Thomas hllanson Edward Roberts. (¥eryland Calende r of 
~ills I, co~piled oy J~ne Baldwin, 37). .... 

John Browne wa A n well-to-do Che rle P County nlRnter. 
(~rc_hives of It1ary l and , LX, introducti on xliii). 

Perhans, the Estate which i s left to "my son John" refers 
to John Lumbro?.o , t he eon of the lAte John Lumbrozo. 



1666, November 7: 
Maryl and 

Lx ,116 ). 

No.· 52'). 

John Bro1Vtle died on November 7, 1666. 

John Browne Died on the 7th of November 
1666. (Testa..~~ntary Proceedings, Liber II, 
Folio 9; Found in Ar chives-SU: Afiryland, 

Elizabeth's second matrimonial venture is short l ived. 



No . 5l4 

Edward Richardson and Elizabeth Brown 
(formerly Lumbrozo) demand action in the 
debt ·of Rosier, for tobacco which Elizabeth 
sent to the defendant . 

1666, November 13: Ed~ard Richardson & the Relict of John 
Maryland Srowne and Doctr John Lumbrozo olfe. 

u Attorn Will f rice e.nd Bery Ro~ier •. • 
The Pla intifes declare agt the Defendt in their action of 
debt uoon accot to the value of 400 lb of tobac for tht 
Defendt receaved goods of Elizabeth Lumbro~ then, nowe, 
Eli?.abeth Lumbrozo, one· of the Plantifes wC said ~oodR 
amounted to the Quantitie of tobac they decltre for ae they 
cAn make auoear web payment is by the Def end denyed Whereupon 
they oring their suite bumblie craveing ordr of this Courte for 
their debt. (Charles County Court Proceedin~s, Liber c, 99; 
Found in J.,rshi ves · QL ¥@ryland, Lxl, 48). · 



1667, June 11: 
Mar yland 

No . 1)21. 

Thomae hllcocke (Alcooks) demands a 
•arrant aga inst John hObinson, as 
admi nistrator of the Estate of John 
Lumbrozo in an action of a debt of 
tobacco. 

Thoman Alcooks demandeth a warrt agt 
John Robinson a s Administrator of t he 
Estate of John Lumbrozo in an aeon of 

the case to the value of 900 lb of 11:>bacco. (Charlee County 
Court Proceedings , Liber c, 162 ; Found in Archivee.,g!. 
Maryland, LX, 74). 

The above 900 oounds of tobacco mey )lave been the aooroximat,e 
amount of goods stolen from Allcock ' s house supposedly by 
Lu mbr ozo. 

see No<, '\-9e,S2.o· 



1667 , hUgust 13: 
Maryland 

No. ~ 2S. 

Robinson as the administ r a tcu.i of the 
estate of Lumbrozo, ackno?:lE~dges the 
debt to WRlter Hall. 

Wbereuoon the ed Jo . Robinee>n ackno•ledge 
Judgmt for the ad 800 lb. ojr tobaccoe knd 
It •as therefore Ordered tbnt the sd 

RobinsQn forth.,. th nay t he said sume of Sound Merchante.ble 
tobaccoe wtb ca.eke. un to the sd Walter Hall a~ Administrator 
of the estate of Jo. Lumbrozo. (Chs.rles Count!/ Court Proceed
infZs Liber C. 218; Found in Archi ves .2£ 1Aaryla1~, LX, 91- 94) . 

Thie is the only reference t o ~alter Hall . 

• 



1669, May 8: 
Maryland 

de Ba rrelle. 
Journal, 169; 

No. 529. 

Isaac de Barrelle iR mentioned. 

Ordered tha t t he Clerk of the Assembly 
have 300 lb tob0 & the Door Keeper 200 
200 for the natura l17,ation of ••• Issac 

(A~ sembly Proceedings April-May 1669. U. H. 
Found in Archives ~ Maryland I I, 199 ) 

Even though Issac de Barrele is menti oned by some writers 
a s Jewish, t here is no indication as to Ba rrele's religion. 



1671, July 10: 
Maryland 

No. 5 J (} 

The defendant, Rozer, gives a list of hie 
debts, that are owed to the l a te J ohn 
Lumb rozo and Rir.hardson, a reRident in 
Ireland. 

The defendt Ro?.er ~nneRring ·before this 
Court thi~ day and Exhibiting to the 
Court here a list of what bad debts there 

a r e belonging to the Copartnershi~ between John Lumbroze l Ate 
of Charle s County deceaAed and Edward Richardson now Resident 
in Ireland. (Chancery Court Proceedings , 1671-72 Liber P. C. 
23; Found in Ar chi vee ~Maryland, Ll, 401 ). 

, 



1671, October 17: 
Maryl and 

1671, U. H. J ournal 
Maryland II, 318) 

No. ~3 \. 

Mention is made of Matthias De Costa. 

The House met .•. Then read a Bill for 
Naturalization of Matthis.a De Costa & 
past. (Assembly Proceeding ~, October 

1659-98 , 214: Found in Archive~ of 

Vie have no evidence t o rubstantiate the theory charge 
that Matthias De Costa i s Jewi sh. 



1672, January 11: 
Maryland 

No.) 32.. 

Gerrard Sennete signs a deed of one 
brown cow to John Lumb~ozo (Lumbrozier). 
the son of the late John Lumbrozo 

Gerrard Senne te deed of one Browne Cow 
unt Jon Lumbrozier Know &11 men by these 
pl'sents that I Gerrard Sennett and Ann 

my wife doe freely ~ive unto John Lumbrozier all our rig~~ 
Title & interest of one 9lack Cow .•. unto the ad John w 
all her future increase farthermore our wills are tht in 
case the said John dye before he come to a~e tht thn the 
Cow fall t o his next Br o: Jn° Robeson in witnes s we have 
sett or bands and Seales 
Tes JnO Ford 

Geo Langham 
C4rg hiyee ~Maryland XLi, 30). 

See ~6 · 5 2.). 

Ger: Sennett 
Sennett 



No . 

Mention is made of Hester Cordea 

1674, June: The Su:nole Petition of •. . Hester Cordea 
Mar yl and ••• be able to d emand challenge aeke have 

bold and Injoy any Land~, Tenements . . • 
L.Assembly Proceedings , June, 1674, Liber ~'H and L, 86; Found 
in 4rghiyes J1I. Ud . ii, 400-4017 

There is no indication as to Cordea ' s religion. 



VIRGI NIA 



1648, Ma rch 6: 
Virginia 

No. 5~· 

John Levy is mentioned in Vir~inia in 
1648. 

John Levy, March 6 , 1648, 200 acres, 
uoon the main branch of PowellA Creek 
(Wm . and Mary College ~uarterly, X, 95) 

There is no evidence as to •bether~John Levy was Jewish 



1652: 
Virginia 

No • .s.35. 

Amaeo de Tores i e mentioned ee liY1ng 
in Virginia i n 1652. 

"Amaeo de Tores was nrobebly ~ SnAnish 
Jew• among the nersons residing in 
LRI1c0ster county in 1652 were John Pedr o 

Rnd Silvedo and Manuel RodreE?Uez . (Social Life of Virginia 
in 17th Century, Philip Alexander Bruce, n~lT:"' -------

There ie no evidence cited by the au thor to or ove that 
de Tores or anyone else was J ewieb. 



1658, June 24: 
Virginia 

No. 53'. 

In the case between Elizabeth Jones and 
Moses Nehemah, the court rulea that 
Nehemiah's currency is valid, end that 
his debt is therefore valid. 

An E~rly Jew - "Att a c ourt held for 
York County 24 June 1658 " "In ye 
DifferP.nce between Mrs. Elizabeth Jones 

wife & Attorney of Pi chard Jones Pete & Seign'r Moses 
Nehemiah the said Moses in Court tendering Sixteen uounds 
Due to ye plte by Bill in gold and rood - pieces of Ei ght 
itt is ye Courts ooinion that ye same is good oay ~ order 
tbat yee same discha rdge him from bis Debt bee oaying costs 
by reason bee refused oRyment Without Rllowance for ye Gold 
by Mrs. Jones~ (York Records, Va. Magazine of Histori and 
BiogranhY, Published ~uarterly by the Va. Hist. Boele y for 
year ending June, 1894, I, 467; also 111er's li(Uarterly 
Historical a~Genealogical Magazine,923=24, v. 268-209). 

Moses Nehemiah is the only known J ew in Virginia in tbe 
seventeenth century. '1 ~'-:. ·i · - - .. ,.. , \ 
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