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General Economic Trends of the PeriodI.

interesting and
complex period of Jewish history In France.

compared to the great centers of Jewish life, certain groups
to French economic affairs.

Those that were not outstanding present a typical picture of
Because of the outstanding characterpre-emancipation Jewries.

shallworks on Jewish history.
The question ofbe occupied

economic unify and cooperation between the various groups,
such as Sephardim and Ashkenazim, The place

will be di scus sed. Jewish economic
history in France during this period the
breakdown of mercantilism and the rise of modern capitalism

Finally, we shall study the occupations permittedi n France.
effort to ferret out the truth of the old
The truth, In regard to to these problems--charge of usury.

can find it out--wiI I be presented Implicitly
and exp Ii c i t I y in the

conclusion of the paper.

will be considered.

study of the several communities

with several definite problems.

The Economic Life of the Jews in France 
During the Eighteenth Century prior to the Revolution

We shall determine whether

in our

Al though the com- 
I 

large one

more attention than has heretofore been given it in English

can shed any light on

to the Jew in an

paper we

munlty in France during this period was never a

In the course of this

as nearly as we

within if were important contributors

of the Jew in French mercantilism and his contributions to it

of the few and the typical nature of the many, this group deserves

The eighty-nine years from seventeen-hundred to the 
outbreak of the French Revolution present an
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I e a ve

much to be desired.

the primary sources tor the material are mainly to be tound
in the local municipal records of the various cities where the
Jews lived and in the departmental records of the provl nces .
Since the pursuit of these records was beyond the writer’s

he has had to content himself with secondary sources formeans
the mos t part. These secondary sources have dealt,
few exceptions,

Inferences drawn from that information. There are only five

dealing largely

listed at the head of the bibliography.

general French economic history of the period.
should be interesting and profitable to devote some time to

time of strict, paternalistic regulation in domestic trade and

theory of the day, mercantilism.
trans i t ion from theand a time ofperiod of the ancien regime,

with very

papier has been built
At the outset if should be stated that

with affaires in Alsace.

with the general

with the economic I ife of the people.

The sources around which this

old centralized mercantilism to the

This was the ancien regime, the

in some one city or area.

economic trends in France.

Jewish history of the group

new individualistic capital-

They are: the essays

manufacturing, and great foreign trade following the economic

Few of them have dealt exclusively
The cj ef value in this 

paper lies in the compilation it represents of the economic
information contained incidentally in these sources, and the

genuine primary sources, al I of them contemporary essays, and

I shall not attempt in this introduction to trace minutely

of Gregoire, Lancastel, Lemann, and the two anonymous essays

It was, however, the last

Howerer, it
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can quote

beginning to give way towereThe old methods of

Restr ictions
Allthe

o f

pea

There were state factoriesbecoming of increasing importance.
tapestry, soap,for the manufacture of

also royal factories underThere werethe king was patron.
encouraged by subventions,These weregovernment authorisation.

and Indirect bou nt i es . SometImesloans

A system of strictof certain products

ma I er i a I s ,of raw
and quality of the finished products.
was extended to the glass industry,

Grad-Industry grew in spite ofry.
I Iy the restrictions were lessened until by 1789 mo st of themua

up
The influencer eguI a t ion as

monetary aid was given the
These estab I isments had monopolies

, as the adequacy
called into ques tIon.

exercise of co mm e r c e•

Rural industry in the textiles grew w i t hou t

and porcelain, of which

sanf owners of land still

all these restrictions.

s tudy briefly some

regulation was maintained
nature of equipments, process of manufacture,

mercanti I isfic policy one

a corresponding

new techniques 
strict 
utitcixmonopoIies was being

or city municipalities.

for specified districts.
with regard to quality and nature

In all the period was one

looms were set up in the homes.

We shall now
a t ions of the per iod.

Although the agricultural, 
constituted the most important class

were ineffective.

I n 1735 royaI au thor ify

For ever y instance of

discontent, transition.
were gradually being reduced in

of unres t, 
the major economic manifesf-

|n 1739 to the paper indust­

wit hout interest, direct
royal factories by provincial states

example of new capitalistic policy.

in France, industry was

manuf actur Ing
of the guild system with its
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the urban part of the fex-of
The capitalist suppliedtile industry.

for equipment, and fixed wages.money
duced Industry began to be concentrated i n

i n
turn to a consideration of foreign trade theWhen we

Here mercantilism held itstransit ion is own
The most important tradeto the end of the per iod.

the Antilles.

181es

millions of we I I

‘and cocoa. ma nu-

factured goods, and 42,000,000 livres of edibles,

brandy.

balance of foreign trade in gold expended and gained, a result
in reality,
as the

came
French colonies.

her colonies. But active contraband trade also flourished in
which goods were smuggled into France .and her colonies from

This trade gained in importance untilforeign lands.
the beginning of the breakdown of

thought to be disastrous according to mercantiIistic, 
>1 

shall see, exports from France exceeded imports,
former wint all over the wo rid, whilemuch of the latter

Tr i vaI I e, Vi I Ienenne, 
and Louviers,— thus

fr om F r e nc hme n in The Colonial Pact helped 
monopoly of foreign trade at home and with

sttict regulation along 
mercantilist lines. After 1763 Choiseul had to permit England

commercial capitalism grew in

we see

France maintain a

Clermont, Montauban, Reims, and Louviers,—thus we see industry 
flux from mercantilist control to capitalist lalsse^-fa Ire.

was with

as we

as gi nger
They imported from France 78,000,000 livres of

less not i ceabIe.

wines, and
Although this might appear to show an unfavorable

As machinery was intro-
raw material, patterns,

ted the chief wealth of Guadeloupe, Martinique, and San Domingo.
2

Just before the revolution these countries sent France 
3 

livres worth of these products as

Sugar can^r coffee, indigo, and cotton constifu-
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French i sI a nds.

natural increase or the slow breakdo-wn

heights during our period. were flourishing com­
mercial centers. export trade of forty

the

Roche I Ie,the ports of Bordeaux, Nantes,
in commercial Importance.and Marsei I Ies grew

is the condition of finances
The extensive foreign trade already des-during the period.

cribed needed some source of/credit to finance the production
of goods or agricultural products, and some credit instrument
that would facilitate payments between nations. On the
the credit machinery of France underwent little change during

There was no great bank in all France. The functionsour/per iod.
of commercial banking were carried on ib by individuals. Even
ao great a commercadl center as Marseilles had to rely on

to finance her great shipping trade.i ndi vi duaI I n
increased in number and importance although privateParis banks

financiers continued to engage in banking operations. In 1776
Turgot, impelled by the need for established credit institutions,
established the Caisse d'escompte,

Since such banks as these were confined
to lending to the state and handling exchange, thefhems eIves

. 5 
brokers

which grew to 150 millions before

who Ie,

millions in 1724, 
4 

Revolution.

with

of the old regulations, foreign trade grew to unprecedented 
French ports

Foreign trdde quadrupled from 1716 to 1789 as

Bordeaux alone had an

a capi taI of fit teen

to export cod to the Antilles at eight livres per hundredweight)

Whether due to a

51i nt-Mo Io, Havre,

in 1784 foreign vessels were given access to some parts ot the

millions livces.

Of spec i a I interest to us
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central function of commercial banking, open to
or great merchants. Here
leading part.

Al I
drafts, the gabel, and tobacco tax were collected byd°^maIn,

farmers-genera I. There were many financial s af eguards set
up to insure payment to the state by these farmens-generaI, bu t
most interesting is the price paid by them for the office--

eighfy million livres .in 1726, rose to I 52 m i I Ii onIf was i n
1774, and reached 150 million in 1780 although aids and domains
had been taken from the farm by Necker. In Spite of this
reform by Necker In 1780,
Turgot in 1776, the royal finances remained in disorder, and

more discouraged.
Any discussion of

France must consider the mercantiI Istic theory of economics.

revolution, bringing about the gradual transition
have already sketched

Mercantilism may be defined as the
different countries, has sought

to control economic life in the interests of political and
national strength and independence, and which by virtue of the

can f I I e

down to the

eighteenth century economic lite in

system "whereby the State, in

the peopIe constantly grew

from mercantilism fo capitalism, which we

the Genevese and the Jews took a

importance that it has attached to the maintenance of a favour-

This system includes an

and finances, were conducted at the beginning of our period,

and the establisment of a bank by

In Industry and commerce.

individuals, financial officers,

indirect taxes, such as

able money balance on foreign trade has been called the Mer- 
6 

System, or Mercantilism."

and it was against this theory that liberal spirits rebelled

lending of money at interest on surety to individuals, the

aids, registrations, the

was left

It was under this theory that agriculture, Industry, commerce,
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a i m of political and national the idea that the truepower,

lie in the possession of gold, and
certain methods adopted by the state for the promotion and
regulation of agriculture, industry, and commerce to the end
of securing and developing the nation' The i d«aI
s t a t e, according to this theory i s ient state

Manufacturing is also stressed for export purposes,produce.
a favorable gold balance

Agriculture, industry, and commerce
further self-sufficiency and the manufacture of goods for ex­
ports.

Theforeign made goods. motivating force behind this theory
is the thought that gold equals

in foreign trade being necessary,
ifren if colonies must be ioTeTod to provide markets for the goods.

are strictly regulated to

foundations of that power

a self-suffic
s gold suppIy.

wealth and national strength.

A high protective tariff is put into effect against

which supplies itself with all the staples of life it can
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II. A Brief History of fhe Jewish Communities

In concluding these introductory remarks,
al notice regarding fhe various communities may be helpful.

7?occur red inera
1394 under Charles VI. Soon after, however, Jews began to re-
enler by local toleration. Louis XIII expelled them

1615, under penalty of death and confiscationon Apr i I 23,
of property fo those who remained. were
never fully carried out can b< judged by the protection afford­
ed the community in Bordeaux as early as 1550. As
chret lens" these refugees from Spain allowed to live inwere
France
to enjoy the rights of other citizens.

XV in
1721 a colony of Av Ignones eI n

Jews came to Bordeaux, attracted by the wealth of the Sephardic
They were expel led, wi th but However,commun i ty. s i x

they soon came back and seeped in,
Iived in Bordeaux. In Nantes,
Atlantic Coast, Jews were admitted in 1603,
munity of about five hundred. The local inhabitants asked for

expulsion, but they remained,their

These

except ions.
until two distinct groups

The history of the community in

although fhe community

all a g a i n

The first general expulsion of the modern

grew smaller.

That these policies

The earliest settlers came from Metz.

a brief historic-

"nouveaux

a curious one.
are known

a town near the

commerce there, and

Paris is
Their leaders 

9 as fhe "prinipaux chefs de la synagogue de Metz."

with their families, fo carry on
This letter patent was

reaffirmed at various times, and in one period by Louis 
7

1723, and Louis XVI in 1776.

like Bor deaux,
8

and formed a comm
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early settlers lived unhindered, and were put under the sur­
veillance ot the police department devoted to foreign residents.

dwell of passports giving the right to pass through the city.
These arrivals imprisoned in Fort I ’E vequ e. In Ja nua ry,wer e
1720, law was passed making all Jews suspected of Synagogua e
attendance liable to expulsion Never the Ies s,impr i sonment.or

ithout passports continued, until i
the advice of his lieutenant-general of

police that all Jews in Paris must have passports, and must
register them upon their entrance into the city. Failing to
comp Iy im-

Th e I r
Back of

lers of the community, the inspectors charged
of fhe Jews.

Inspector Legrand^

as taxes.

Many of Fhe Sephardim lived at Chai 1 let,business affairs.
This floatingbut entered Paris every day to carry on trade.

Theypopulation did not usually bring their wives to Paris.

with the policing

without permission to

in Paris

with this regulation any Jew could be expelled er 
10 

prisoned whenever fhe lieutenant-general decided.
goods could then be confiscated and put "en surefe^"

the king order ed, on

in office from 1750 to 1752, when he was recalled, gave most
protection to those who paid the highest tribute, dignified 

I I 
An Investigation Info fhe status of Jews

But in 1719 Jews began to enter Paris

these orders by the lieutenant-general were the real control-

made in 1755-1359 showed the Ashkenazic community in constant

Naturally, such power in the hands of individual

stayed at inns kept surreptitiously by fellow Jews or Jewesses.

officials led to heavy, irregualr taxation,

fhe influx of Jews w n 1750

flux, "en passant," coming temporarily fa Paris for specific
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ized by 1755, Ashkemaic,

Avignonese, and Sephardic. In spite of the Illegality of
passporf and special permission, thisence a

mote I y community grew until about five hundred
In 1789. to be assumed that the transient group ofIf is t em-
porary residents also increased, although no figures
able as they usually entered

stayed as long as business demanded, and leftf i o n,
leave.

We now turn to
Most of thetowns along or

including the cities of

where permanent communities
A community of thirty to

The Jews had been
Most of the de­

crees passed

temporary residence for trade, and the kind prohibiting all

trade by Jews fell

In the othercontre les Juifs etaient devenus lettre

The Jews of the
a

Languedoc was denied all Comiit Jews except in time of fairs.
Further mo re,

t

with regard to this group deal with length of

without the formality of registra- 
by ^Tench

into disuse: "les anciens arrets rendus
15 

mo r t e."

Comtat, however, travelled through Languedoc carrying on

a consideration of the groups living in

were registered

are avail-

orlginated in the Comtat Venaissen, 
13 

lived in Avignon and Carpentras.
forty families was resident in N?mes by 1750.

14 
readmitted here to stimulate trade in 1695.

Jews in the province of Languedoc, 
Beaucaire, N?mes, Montpellier, Buglers, Narbonne, and Toulouse,

genuine permanent communities of any size.

in Paris without

Orange, Cognac, Rockeforf, Saintes, and La Rochelle were ex-

Three synagogues had been organ

near the shore of the Mediterranean.

brisk fade, especially at the fairs. In 1772 res i dence i n

towns of Languedoc, aside from Nice and N?mes, there were no

those Jews, though few In number, who lived in
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in the Comtat Venaissin, permanent

Jewish communities resided in Avignon and '“arpentras. Th i s
Feb. 20, 1569 from Carpent­on

and thisgranted, however,
delay was renewed every two years down to the Revol

July 2, thtse two communities,
the Jews of the Comtat carried on their
towns of Languedoc.

Finally, we turn to consideration of the most populousa
section, Alsace. na tuna I -from the prosperous,

even the less firmly established
residents in the Comtat, to the miserable, despised Jews of

In 1657Alsace. Here the Jews existed only by sufferance.
protection when he

What theirletter patent.
from the decree of the Supreme

1755: "Les Juifs ne font point partie
de cet ensemble qui forme les corps politlques. Condamne par

sans
Un ti I the letter patent ot Jew who entered1784 each

city of Alsace, had to pay three livres
In upper Alsace,

cities ofregulate the condition of the Jews.
right to

u t ion.

the Jews there were put under the king’s

A 11 hough residing in

Council of Alsace in

Papal State expelled its Jews 
17 

r a s .

Strasbougg, the principal 
2Q 

toll.

maglstrat, 
19 

partout."

'the prefecture of Hctguenan the local councils had the

position actually was can be seen

It Isa

as natives

16 
pelled in this year.

In Avignon the Jews received permission to live 
18 

1593.

A delay of two years was

I n the imper i a I

confirmed all former privileges by a

ized maranos of Bordeaux, or

I’oracle eternel "a errer sur la surface de la ferre, sans roi, 
sans etab I issemenf permanent, its sont etrangers

far cry

commerce largely in the

the King of France had the right to
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pass on

As

I ack of centra I

mundett, Wissembourg,

right f o a dm it or

fhelr admittance. In the r„, A|saca> I„c|vt),nj 

Straaboorg, the .local authorities bad the 

expel the Jews.

the Bishopr i C of

might be expected this 

authority made for great hardships and constant 

Indignities and restrictions until jn 1784 this condition 

began to be ameliorated. The chief communities in Alsace were 

located at Metz (in Lorraine), Colmar, Munster, Molsheim, Ober- 
22 

Winfzenhelm, and Strasbourg.



-13-
lll» The Atlantic Sea-Board: Bordeaux and Nantes

were subject not only to regular taxation
but to many Special fees and extortions. These latter
treat under the subject of communal expenditures. In Bordeaux

One of these was the Capitationof Bordeaux.
Tax.

Dur Ing the Seven

This occasioned failuresparticularly in her colonial power#

see, many of them engaged i
in Amer i ca .

asked foras wa s
the Capi ta t ion Tax. This was refused, and the tax raised toI n

12,000 livres.
assistants asked for
because of happenings
through bankruptcies. This request »eas
ground that the Jews were rtth, there being many millionaires

He asked the community
The Syndic offered to pay 2,400 livres,for 3,000 livres.

They settled for 3000.asked for 3500#whereupon Boutin

one, for the people

Aga i n

also refused on the

several imposts were laid on the Jews 
et Communantes"

This fax amounted to 3100 livres for the community in 
23 

1738; it mounted to 10,068 livres by 1774.

n commerce with the French colonies
we shall

Therefore, during the war the head of the Tij'iTJf , 
the communal organization was called, asked for a reduction

as part of the "Corps

we shall

a com-

a difficult

In the colonies, and losses sustained

among them who owned the foremost business houses of Bordeaux.

One way of approaching the economic expansion of

duced in 1776 by Intendant Boutin.

Years’ War (1756-63), France suffered serious economic losses,

in 1773 the leader (syndic) and his two

m
munity is to make a study of the sums it pays out in faxes.

and bankruptcies among the Jews in Bordeaux since, as

A second tax, the Imposition de la Mi Ii&e, was intro-

a decrease on account of lessened commerce

The problem of taxation in Jewish communities is
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In Ma y,

both the community 11a s
was doubled in 1756, and tripled in 1760.
totalled 6,270 livres,
the Capitation Tax. A release of 660 livres was granted. This
tax, Instead of Increasing steadily, decreased so thathowever,

release1763 it amounted to only 4,730 livres, on whichI n
of 1,298 livres was granted.

well as communal expendituresAll
to city, state,

At first the taxesa n
according to the wealth of each family.

changed to one including i tax of one-half livre on everywas
acquisiti on of [mmovabl proper ty.

in achest atfamily made out his tax by conscience and put it
The chest was opened each month in the

presence of the two assistant-Gabbais• But this system failed
to raise the required sums. In 1730 Intendant Boucher increased
the Gabbai’s powert of The taxes continued to be
administered by the

Iso point to the wealth of the Bordeaux community and itsa
Thtse expenditures went to several sources:

agent in Paris.
Under the first heading come three loans to the city made in

The mayor and1738 and 1739.

mo vaU e

aidermen of Bordeaux constructed

col lection.

and for charity were admjnisted by the 
24

oIigarch ic counc i I •
0 >

were apportioned

mounting to large amounts

e or

sum a

il pT'5' under the 
alterations throughout the period.

Gabbai with some slight

Each head of a

economic expansion.
c fate, charity, and payments to an

almost as large a

Various communal expenditures

three of these taxes, as

sum as that paid in
In 1757 the tax

the city, the

In 1723, this plan

a whole and on special individuals.

the Gabbai's (Syndic).

1749, the Tw entieth of Industry was imposed on



-15-
a theatre by borrowing thirty, fifteen, and twenty-thousand
pounds from the Jews in successive loans.

by Jews.

1693 the Jews owed the cityi n

This c I aus e
inserted because the hospital an annua I deficit whichwas ran

out of their own funds.the treasurers had to make up
1752 Tourny had a fountain installed in the Jewish quarter.I n

The community had to pay 375 livres for It,

1766 the Archbishop received 1,000raised to 1,299 livres. I n

livres from the Jews for aid in ransoming captives in Morocco.
1769, 402 livres were given for the children In St. Lou i sI n

asyI urn. 1782 the Jews had to give largeI n
sums for the construction of boats.

A singularly large and unjust expenditure to th
necessitated in 1726. The decree ot the Council on Feb,was

ordered that all property of Jews, whether business21, 1726
Ki ng;or

and that all present owners of land formerly possessed by Jews
to the I ntendant. Although

this decree of Louis XV's coundil
naturally threw the community into great fear and confusion.

The

within their I egaI rights,

with the sole

Previous to this loan

landed, should be seized and put under the hand of the

e State

a recons i derat ion.

This money was

11,000 livres which they donated to the hospital of Bordeaui

In 1762 and agaIn

which sum was later

They addressed the Council in Paris for

shoujd report their land, titles

repaid, however,--a rare ces* among "loans" made to officials

provision that neither they nor their heirs 
25 

could ever be named treasurers of that hospital.
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King promised to confirm anew the letters patent of 1723 it
they .would pay a sum of 100,000 livres to the national Treasury,

fee of two
the King to the crown.”

joyous occasion for
the Jews. compelied to pay

patent.
both for the sup­

port of its own poor and for Palestinian Jewry
were about one hundred f

The number of those receiving charity in­supported the rest.
creased until by 1735 half the families contributed and half
receIved.

1724 a rule was passed refusing any help foSeph a r d i m. I n
Eighty families were helped asAshkenazim.

If some poor families moved away,
Charity Included support of the family, distribution of meat
and matzofh, and medical and surgical attention,
large gifts to emissaries from Palestine. Per haps the reason
for the existence of about fifty per cent, of poor people along

ly trades they would cast
This attitude is expres-

"Etsed In the following rule passed by the
acheter

e t s ' 1 I s

whichamities, seventy of

rich that it the poor indulged in low

In 1718 there

In 1751 the community was again

The charity of the community In Bordeaux

and a

a maxi mum in 1735.

imagine that the accession was hardly a

others could take their place.

was widely known.

as well as

This charity of the Bordeaux community was only for

for registration in the Comit/ des Aides of the the same letters

The sum was forthcoming, but one can

This reguIa-

a reflection on their richer brethren.

side of fifty per cent of wealthy people was the fear of the

This time the charge was only 1,48'5 livres.

quant aux Portugals qui sont dans I'usage de vendre ou
des vieux habit, il leur sera defenddu de continuer ce commerce 

veulent y resister ou demandera egalemenf la protection 
26

de Monseigneur I'intendaaf pour les y forcer."

sous per livres for the "joyous accession of

i I leur
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tion indicates the wealth and pride of the rich members of

the commu n i t y •

Another communal expenditure that made Jp an agentwa s
for the community who resided in Paris, Jacob kodrigues Pereirej.

1756 he reci.eved an annual pension of four hundred livres.I n
In 1776, when he secured the renewal

XVI he was awarded 2400 livres.
Loans were sometimes made to influential peopl e

the knowledge beforehand that they would never be repaid.

1754 to M.

loan was made to a certain L.B. Th es e i n i —Do n i n.
fails may have signified the future minister and cardinal

de Br i enne.
The conflict between the Sephardim and Avignonese in

Bordeaux presents an interesting combat of economic interests.
Early in our period the Jews of Avignon

By the year 1722deaux by the wealth of the community there.
twenty-one families established in the city. Cer tainthere wer e

notably those of Lange Mosse, David Dalpugef,of these families,

Mo s tde Cass i n,

of them were second-hand clothe^s dealers,

Jews who feared

their economic competition.

pelled, including the Dalpu^et's, from whose presence the Chrlst-

w i t h

and cloth, especially the Dalpuget's.

Lom/n i e

of the letters patent of Louis

jealousy of Christian merchants and Portugese

loan of 6,000 livres made in

were attracted to Bor-

s i Ik

Sixteen families were then ex-

Th i s caused the

a decree of Council that ordered all Avignonese Jews to leave 
27 

Bordeaux and all of Guienne.

Of such nature was a

In 1734 the latter groups secured

This was doubled in 1762.

and David Petit became Important in the city.
but some dealt in

In 1777 a
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The expelled familicj benf strenuous efforts towardsfree.
being readmitted. Several families hid at Lormont, and came

On April 22, 1749 Jacob and Emanuel Dal­vi s i f s in the city.
and trade in Bordeaux

providing they did nof engage in the silk or cloth business,
that they confine' themselves to back­

ing and trading
Nathan and Solon Astruc and Mofse Lange received permission to

In 1753 Solonlive [n Bordeaux under the same conditions.
Dalpuget and Lyon and ^avid Petit nere readmitted. Finally, in

of the above families and
their posterity to dwell freely in Bordeaux, trading, owning
property, and enjoying all the rights of natives. This final

twenty years of strugglevictory of the Avignonese after over
lessand their

the hostility of Christian mer-

fo which trades

they were permitted to pursue demonstrate the strength of

mercantilist policy and guild monopolies, just

restrictions is suggestive of thereadmission subject to no
gradual breakdown of parental regulations leading to laissez-

in greater detailshall have occasion to examine

Bordeaux were not

1759 permission was granted to six

with the American colonies.

shows the lack of union between the Sephardim

The occupations of the Portugese in

chants to Jewish competition.
Asub j ec t to certain

pugef were granted the right to live

f a i r e which we

In the same year

farther on in this paper.

definite regulations as

as fhef r final

Their original expulsion, and first

wholesale or retail, and

favoured brethren, as well as

secretly to Bordeaux on business, sometimes making extended

ian merchants in silt and cloth were especially anxious to be
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and Importing raw materials and
indigo and sugar. An

1750. is so named after two
captains of French freighters. The ships were owned by a

In 1750 both ships

The Jews were Antoine Frances,

and two other merchants.two sons Abraham and Jacob,h i s
These five and the shipowner were accused by the insurers,

of bes having insured the boats for fake freight and having
Ap-

truth in the charge as Dulorler and two

In August 1753 the Par I i —of his associates fled the country.

ament of Bordeaux ordered the five Jews and Dulorier fo be

All shipping by Jews was not fake, how-eft I gy.
The commerce attained considerablever,

Some of the most important houses of Bordeaux
these Jewish suppliers of cargos for ships. If was thiswere

middle man function of the Je
The Christiannotably wines.porting Bordeaux products,

shipowner of Bordeaux named Dulorier.

hanged In

and five Jewish merchants engaged in

importance to the economic life of the entire community.
One trade frequently carried on was that of shipping to the

interesting event connected w

shipping to and from America.

payabIe to the owner

They had been insured for 147,800 livres

planned the loss and abandonment of the ships at sea.

parently there was

and foodstuffs from them such as

e importance.

ith this commerce occurred in
28

The Daur an-VerneuiI affair.

four companies of Bordeaux, Bayonne, Marseille, and La Rochelle,

w that provided a means of ex­

Antoine Gradis, and his brother David, imported sugar and 
29

Indigo.

were lost at sea.

greatly varied, but were of such a nature as fo be of vast

French colonies in America,
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merchants, who had inter-

national trade and
terred to sell their products to a middle man, usually a
Jew who would pay him cash and then bear the responsibility
ot shipping the goods and trying to realize

Another foremost occupation of the Portugese
of banking. speak of banking In the eighteenth

in mind: first,century two facts must be borne the lack of

cantrcd banking facilities; second, banking houses such as
Jews ran performed the functions of present day commercial

There was great needbanking except that of note Issue,
In eighteenth centuryof some kind of credit instrument
for its successful func-France, for mercantilism defends

Honing on foreign trade which will provide
Such trade can be financedbalance to the mother country.

function of commercialonly be means of credit. It was this

banking which the Jewish houses of Bordeaux performed.

Note issue was

while savings banks as places of long time deposit for in­
dividuals did not But commercial credit had to beexist.

in any largeprovided if foreign trade to be carried onwas
The most powerful bank in Bordeaux was that ofme a sure.

P e r i e re et C .
carried on

in 1720.

no correspondents In foreign lands, pre-

iere who, as a result of the lucrative business, 
by the bank, became Vicomte de la Menaude and Baron d’Ambes

a favorabIe money

When we

a further profit.

This bank weathered successfully the financial
crises of 1715 which brought on the failure of other banks

no knowledge or experience in

carried on under the supervision of the Crown,

was that

The head of this bank was Joseph Numes Per-
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such as those of Jacob Rodriquez, and Antoine

These failures brought court action against

engaged in money lending on
in other communities In
were

formed the most important phase of banking. In 1718 the
i nquI red Into. a s

can be judged by the reply of M. de Courson,brokers sous —

intendent of Bordeaux, to the effect that they were useful

the only group who under­

stood commerce, especially banking. Another investigation

in 1722 at which time 0e Courson in his report
pointed out the great significance of the Jew as broker.
This brokerage had two phases which we must examine closely
in order to appreciate the service rendered by the bankers
of Bordeaux to French commerce•

A bill of exchange i s

paid immediately and is free to withdraw from the transaction.
ants to export wine or brandy t>o

B t n rtmer i ca. A draws a bill of exchange on B. A then takes
the bill to JewC, who buys it from A, who is thus paid and
is out of the transaction after he ships his wine. Jew C

situation financiere
30

des negociants juifs etai«af excellents."

Their importance

I e credit et la

really bankers and per-

The brokers bought bills 

of exchange and sold bankers’/bills.

to the community since they were

For example, A in Bordeaux w

Although many Jews were

status of the Jews was

a commercial instrument by the sale of which an exporter is

was carried on

the heads of the banks, but a favorable report was returned.

"Ma Igr e ces f al I Ii tes

the small, pawn brokerage scale
France, the brokers of Bordeaux

Isaac Carvalho,
and Manuel Lopes.
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t h en sends the bill

Jew D collects the money, plus a commission tor handling If,

C in Bordeaux. This

which a favorable money balance of trade, required by mercant-

i Iism, was dependent. The second phase of Jewish brokerage

The bankers'

instrument by the purchase of which
importer is enabled to pay for what he wants to buy. Fora n

ex amp Ie, A in Bordeaux wants to import sugar from B in
To send bullion is expensive and hazardous. AAmer i ca•

therefore buys a banker's bill from Jew C for the price of

the sugar pI us

to B, who ships the sugar and CollectsA s ends Jew C s bill
This

or
other nations,

When we understand that the Jewish bankers of Bordeaux

lent the city great sums of money

acted as brokers by buying bi Ils of exchange and selling

bankers' bills bf

very crops depended on Jewish credit,--when

without whjch no foreign trade, understood

without knowledge, experience,

without interest, that they

and commercial correspondents in

s i mp I e

made possible; that, moreover, they frequently extended 
credit to the vine cultivaters in hard times so that the

we understand

means of vh ich mercan t i I i s t i c policy was

mechanism facilitates the import trade from the colonies

a commission for handling the transaction.

mercantilism possible, tor if facilitated export trade, upon

as an exbhange of goods or services, is possible.

in Bordeaux was the sale of bankers' bills.

from B, and remits fo jew

foreign lands made French

from Jew D In America, who is Jew C's correspondent.

mechan ism, impossible of use

to a correspondent, Jew D, in America.

bill Isa commerc i a I
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tion to French economic life and are not surprised to find

writing as to I lows: "iIs

eux,

The effect of this

brokerage on mercantilism will be discussed more explicitly

In the conclusion of this paper.
In addition to shipping and banking, the Portuguese

engaged in other business on A few a 11 emp ted
to buy

conducted a factory for the manufacture
of leather goods. His failure was
the crisis of 1715* Others

A few tried to enter the
both wholesale and retail, but theirand cloth bus i ness,

f a i lure in connection
with the guilds.

The Avtgnonese at Bordeaux formed a group that tor the
very poor, and stood out in sharp contrast tomost part was

Their most dignified occu-their more prosperous brethren.

pation was that of selling cotton and silk goods, and en­
gaging generally in the haberdashery trade. Here contro-
ver c i es

In 1734 an (nvent-ground and finally stopped it altogether.

es e •

with the controversy

sans 
31 

de Bordeaux perirait infai1 IibI ement."

engaged in the chocolate, tea, 
33

coffee, and porcelain trades.

and sell old c I o ? I> e c,

with the established guilds drove their trade under-

and knick-hnacks of metal

silk

I e commerce

a contributing factor to

we shall discuss

a smaIler sea Ie.

ory was taken of all merchandise in the shops of the Avignon-

de Courson in his report of 1722,

but this lowly occupation would
32 

not reflect favorably on the rich member/of the community.
One Jew, Azevedo,

font leur commerce avec honneur, et,

these facts we see the great significance of their contribtt-

Cloth, silk, lace, filet-work,
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and gold were found. 1750 Hie Oalpugef familyI n

gilding af Bordeaux except af

times of fairs. The community was warned to restrict its

business to banking and shipping abroad. In 1750 ready-made

to appear on the market. The Jews sold great

quantities of them at the fair*. The guilds,

. instr ume n t a I

once more fried to end Jewish competition by prohibiting

s u i f s •
This struggleever, did not apply to fairs.

As we shall see later it marksand silk guilds continued.

of commerce and industry.
in Bordeaux where they had for enemies

"qJ’i Is

The most common occupation of the Avignonese was the
Th es e

second-hand dealers were very poor, and barely managed to
Aside from theseliving from their trifling trade.

trades a roster of this group In Bordeaux makes mention of a
in reality;receiver of stolen goods

supposed to have amassed 20,000 livresjeweller, wh o wasa
idow who lent money on pawnthrough false bankruptcies;

who induced children
to give her the cords and buttons of their hats and coats

which had been

with the clothier

at high

permission to remain

clothes began

Jews from selling these

in the gradual breakdown of mercantiIistic regulation

a w

a phase

rates of interest; and a woman

eke out a

merchant of iron goods, a

In 1753 the Avignonese received

in securing the restrictive legislation of 1750,

was f o r-

The above legislation, how-

bidden to sell cloth, si Ik, or

buying andjselling of old clithes, leather, and metal.

only "les marchands de draperies et soiesies," provided 

tournerent presque tout leur commerce du cote de 
34

la banque et des armemens." (shipping)
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Considerably north of Bordeaux, buf connected like It

Here a
hundred lived after their

A few families had already

been living there before. These were maintained in their

right of r es i dence.

Local hatred, however,

caused many Jews to leave Nantes.

ever,
His body was transported to Bor­

deaux where his family Iived,accompanied by a Christian
friend,

Their position was rendereding and selling old clothes.

especially difficult, however, by the existence of

The Jews, wholicensed trade corporation for this purpose.
inns, and sa Ioons.were unlicensed, bought and sold In houses,

trade can be seen by several examples
In 1783 licensedof Jews

store laden
It contained four

med with gold.

Another such case was that of ^olomon who was caught

who had encounters

The chief occupation of the

The humbleness of this

with a large

Jewish community of about five

with the police.

Probably Henri IV was actuated by a
on Spa i n•

to the Atlantic by a

a r egu I ar I y

a haberdasher named Francois Ruby.

is certain.

desire to avenge himself

This Jew, Jacob by name, sild someone had

narrow ocean inlet is Nantes.

so that s*b cou Id sell them.

That some remained, how-

In 1772 a Jew named Michel Durond, who
35 

traded in Nantes, died.

Jews in Nantes was in buy­

dealers, seeing a Jew pass their
bundle, seized him and opened his bundle.

given him the goods to sell, and left ”en disant qu ' I I alloit 
v ..36chercher la personne qui lui avalt donne a vendre.

vests and one coat made of silk, linen, and gold cloth, trim­

admission by Henri lv in 1603.
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with a coat and vest which he claimed were
The fact that unlicensedgoing to have remodelled.

laid them openrecord of purchases or
to constant suspicion of theft.

considerable amount of gold
and silver

These confiscations bare the precarious

position and frugal lives of the Jews in Nantes.

and Gabriel Veille, from Alsace and Lorraine respectively.

sales

They found and confiscated a

he was

his own and wh ifah

a gob let,

dealers kept no

articles, such as buttons, insignia, 
37 

and buckeIt.

In 1786 the police searched the house of Isaac Lev y««xx
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IV. The Economic Life of fhe Parisian Community

As we have already seen fhe status of fhe Parisian
that of Transients subject to minute police

r egu I a 11ons . i n ves t i ga f i on
decided to Imprison or expel all Jews who remained without

After 1725 these passports had to be vise^d.passports. I n

until
foregoing rules be enforced,

ex i Ied couId
n „ „ en

et de immed iateThe real,
vested in the inspectors of policecontrol of the Jews was

Subject to the whims of thecharged
wou I d not expect

beyond the most humble of economic
that although someoccupaf ions.

certain great individualswere engaged in petty trades, rose
We shall have to treat

Jews lived in Chaillot and came toin Paris.
every day to transact business.Paris

Some of fhe activities of fhe more prominent financiers
be understood only In the light of general economic con-can

At wa s
instability owing to wide spread speculation in stockc i a I

anf-General of Police that the

with policing the Jews.

t ojr i s ethe Jews of Paris

en que Ique

no organized community

a period of great finan-

inspectors tor imprisonmtfct or exile, one

was held and it was

In fact, many

ditions in Paris at this time.

In 1721 an

la > v i e des

We shall see, however,

to a position of financial eminence.

and that the property of all Jews imprisoned or

be confiscated and put "en surete",—" I e magistrat restait 

sorte le seul arbitre de la liberte, des biens, 
38 

Juifs de Paris."

commu n i f y was

largely with individuals as there was

spite of these restrictions the community continued to grow
In 1750 the King ordered, on the advice of the Lieifen-
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jobbing and money brokerage by a populace avid for spectacular

f i n a n c i a I gains. turned to the Jews

avaiIabIe Men

were

their wives* wardrobit to acquire money tor gambling. High

officials well gambled to get rich quickly in

Leu vUstock specu I a t ions of In the midst of this

financial Jewish economic activities fall into twoturmo i I
rather sharply defined categories. There were some outstand­
ing Jews of great wealth who mixed in the frenzied gambling

Then there were others who remained petty traders
|n a consideration of theengaged in lowly occupations.

former group the spectacular failure of the French East India

Company and Samuel and Solomon Levy’s connection

make a good point of departure.

later chapter on Alsace-Lorraine we shall dis-

life in Me tz•the early part of Samuel Levy’scuss
unusual
later manipulations in Paris which we shall
The French East India Company, feeling the

co f whifihed to raise the valueIndia,

the company had fallenShares inof

great deal.I n

these real shares A com-

The heads of the Paris money market— the Princess of Roban.

nglish influence in

t li e

willwith if

The peop I e

with certificated of liquidation.

willing fo pledge their

now cons i der•

as the only 
39 

source of credit for their specuI attons.

and women as

value a

His career

in its scope and unfortunate in its

I n a

in Me t z was as

jewels, clothing, and even

its commercial paper.

ou tcome as his

In 1723 it was decided to replace

pany was formed for this purpose, backed by the credit of

lack of financial stability at home and the increasing power

of the day.
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la Pommeraye and de Corcelle, handled the deal Indirectly
through the financial services of Samuel Levy, whose career

Value was
removed from the new certificates and their

holding valueless paper.

for the entire operation.

he declared himselfof the time,

h | s a f f a i r s He took refugein order.

refused/to take securitythe Count de Cambis,But a creditor,
for his debts. His

assurances
On December 23 his books were openedthat all would be pa i d.

and his condition proved to be so sound that twentywas

voted to free him for three months that hecredi tor s

Three creditors, however, opposed this,

large creditor said: "pour taire accroire

doivenf plus de quatre millions que led.

counts said his condition

He was freed in 1726.

wealth and position put them in the group

of large scale operators. A trade pursued by many Jews wai

Israel and Saul Vidalthat of

this business.

might

a f W r s .

shrewd operator.

Aside from this br iI I I a

selling supplies to the army.

engaged In

in Metz recommended him

whose

as a

au public a quI its
40

Levy leur do J f." The accountant who verified Levy's ac-

owners were left

arrange his

were shown to be his debtors.

Jews in Paris

nt financier there were other

was sound and many pretended creditors

In 1724, adopting the usual custom 

"absente" and tried to put 

at the Hotel de Soubise.

creditors were thrown info

invested in their business.

In 1772 the house of Clermont

cess was repaid for her credit and Samuel L^vy was blamed

as M. de Grancey, a

Levy was imprisoned on December II.

Other prominent non-Jews in-

a panic, in spite of his

The scandal became known, the Prin-



-30-

w i t h Lou is Levy, Jacob worms,

Abraham Worms.

cIu s i veIy .

officers of fhe royal body guard. Eli Worms was under-con-

tracfor for

Italy and Jacob *orms lent great sums

to the King. The treasury was in such a weakened condition

that they experienced great difficulty in collecting the

the loan.account and finally settled for two-thirds of The

administration paid the suppliers of fhe army in bills of

they had lostlengthy ma tu r i ty . *hen they reached maturity
half their face value and interminable lawsuits frequently
foil owed.

Banking was another occupation of the economically
Important group.

Samuel andmovable property his a I ways In paper•
**o I omo n Levy were bankerson a

Lyon Schaube and Jacob Worms.

1716 along with a Genevese banker of cheatingaccused in

creditors of one hundred

were

I nwere proved false.
1771 Samuel peixotto of Bordeaux came to Paris. The govern­
ment confided to him fhe general control of the mint. Sa Iomon

in a dd i t ion toBlien of Metz had a plan for

imprisoned in the Bastille for ten days until the charges 
41 

Many other Jews engaged in banking.

Since the Jew

Bernard Creutznach furnished equipment to fhe

and forty million gold louis. Both

vested in the same business

wea11 h was

a bank that,

was not allowed to own im-

large scale, as were Mayer

discharging the usual functions of commercial banking, would

Some supplied remounts for the cavalry ex-

vis i ons of fhe army in

the French military hospitals in Egra, Bohemia.

Solomon Levy, one time in charge of the commissary for pro­

Isaac Spire, a banker, was
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al s o yield to depositors Al-

idea into effect
it foreshadowed by
deposIts.

Mayer of Vienna was jeweller to Marietrade corporations.
Legu i s h a,

Pollack Cohen and Jonas Levy of AmsterdamDauphine. Moses
came to Paris

Jews from Avignon came to trade in diamonds,stones. Five

and silverpear Is, ware,

An unusual profession for

practised by Brezaglio, who came to Paris

when it struck. He was presented to the prime minister by

Mayer AscherSevere I

of Strasbourg became associated In 1746 in the manufacture

I e a t h e r .of

chocolate fac-Salamonica and
tory .

Before concluding the discussion of the upper group

He I Ived his entire

Jacob Barcaut performed the

the Duke de Pethi^vre.

though he did not succeed in putting this

Casman Leman Levy of Dresden manufactured printed

Manuel de Leon of

ran a

a Sephardic Jew

a century the introducH on of time

goods after the new English fashion.

Jews were also engaged in industry.

must mention the financier Samuel Bernard,

aron Lopes of Bayonne

same office for the

eco nom i ca1 Iy, we 

whose fame rivalled that of Samuel Levy.

Under Louis XIV he became the first Jewish

Among the high class merchants there were deal ers in

life In Paris.

a Jew, that of inventor, was

silk and cloth in spite of the objections of the established

a life time yearly income.

in 1745 to sell diamonds, pe*irls and other

in 1747 with a cannon ball that would Ignite the enemy ship
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office was only quasi-

The King needed vasf sums of money for his
This money 5am-

uel Bernard endeavored ho raise; he resorfed fo dexterous

stock manipu I ations for the King.

to Versailles, where he guided him

personally through the gardens. Whatever stock broking there

wa s

Samuel Bernard was a master of the art of manipu-

Hi s

recalled by the fact that when a stock became worth­

less Bernardine." While the introduction

of bills of exchange and bankers’ bills in France by the

useful to French economic growth thewas

introduction of stock speculation I the Paris money marketn

served only to increase the

in Paris engaged in high types ofNo t all of the Jews

work. low in the economic scale.Ma ny Amongwe r e very

these more lowly traders, pawnbrokers received perhaps the

Many noblemen and noblewomenmost remunerative reward.

and clothes which they pledged to Jewish

to raise money for gambling. The Marqu i s

and Marquise de CreZgny offered Nathan de Morhange madame’s

Mme. de Montecurulle bor-I oa n.

of Dutch

XIV invited him

fame is

Bordeaux bankers

Louis

mi I i t ary campa igns

treasurer of
42 

official.

existing confusion and instability.

I inen as surety.

As a token of appreciation

rowed 260 livres, giving her dressing gown and six shirts 

Mafy women lost their diamonds, 
A

wardrobe as pledge for a

it was called a

lation and introduced stock speculation into France.

pawnbrokers so aS

in Paris at the beginning of the century was due to the 
43 

Jews.

jewels, cloaks, underclothe*, books, rings, and dressing

state, alt hough h i s

lost their jewels

and his luxurious court.
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Th i s

pawn broking n a t" u r a I I y gave rise to the

kindred occupation of second-hand dealing as

disposing of forfeited articles.

furnished rooms. However,

leurs camarades," As the fran-
size this business became lucrative.i n

it and rivalry was keen.Women frequently engaged In We

in which two youngthe records ofhave

Mines. Benjamin and Mayer-Lyon, operating a butcherw i dows ,

h<bp incurred the enmity of Tapin, then Inspector of polices

The case showed that they had been forcedfor the Jews.

tribute to their competitor, Mme. Bernard, to buy

Their case was won and they receiv-security from the police.

temporarily due to the i n ter­
de Grevenbrock, minister of the Palatinevention of M.

wa s
small number of such

Most of these laborers came from Nancy,is metcases
They were jewellers,Poland, Alsace, and Berlin.Hamburgh,

engravers, draughtsmen, trimming makers, and em-painters,
bro i der er s.

of such borrowing.

not bring their

w i th.

elector.

and Ii ved meager Iy In

An unusual occupation Hr pr e-ema nc i pa t ion Jews 
f..*-

that of manual-laborers.

uuchesse de Lamarque borrowed 1200 livres.

extended trade in

a means of

No less a personage

I n Paris a

the result

f cTT I i e s

they had to find some means of procuring food prepared ac-
(*- 

cording to the laws of Kashr i th.

sient community grew

Such a butcher shop w«s

In addition to these manual trades there were

ed the right to live in Paris

permitted "donner a manger a

to pay

gowns as

an interesting case

than the

Most of the Jews who came to Paris did
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I s a h Samo I $

Meyer *offf
Samuel Hiss ch came under

1768 because he

Mordochce was the sacrificerknew secrets of rat killing*

He added to his religious duties the sale ofat Havre.

goods, brokerage, and the buying of merchandise from America.

He had

i n bus i n es sbrothers

models at the Academy, singers,

nhard of ^alabr^que occupied the unusual pa­ls r a e I

interpreting secretary of the royal library in 1258.s i t i on of

Isaac of Constantinople wasRaphael

worked tree of charge. He was suspected of illicit

practice and when arrested, claimed he knew a secret oay of

legs andof He did apparently have

knowledge of chemistry.a

The conflict licensed trades corporations
which we have studied in Bordeaux also carried on i nvias

Par is.

to procure brevets,

1767 s e ver a I Jews,them to enter certain trades. I n

Solomon and Joseph Petit, and Israel Salom,Perpi gnan,

The masters of the tradepayment of

Leon

with the

with him.

the protection of the ^ount de Lamaube in

ulcers.the

letters of privilege, which allowed

Moise

curing ills

tier

the cook for Abraham de Oavid Gabay Henriqutz.

also employees
4<

and peOI er s .

a physician and sur-

|t had been permitted to foreigners living in

of Holland was

There were

es t ab I i s hmen t s

obtained these brevets for the haberdashery trade by the 
45

I 400 Ii vr es each.

geon who

some who worked at still more lowly faikt.

in asylums,

at Strasburg and Paris, and put his

of Poland was a juggler by trade.

r ra nee

for the captain of the regiment of Piedmont,

Olry-Spir Levy of Metz and Cerf of Morhange worked
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corporation refused fo recognize them.

dashery under penalty of confiscation <if their goods. But

the above named merchants,

Dalpuget, let fheir goods be confiscated. 1777 the c»»eI n

where it was decided to

permit them fo continue for two in Paris the businessyears

of shop open to the
The trade was fo stop within two

I n

edict partially applicable to the Jews was passed1787 an

and mechanical professions.

still not permj t fed. This struggle Paris

reflects another phase of fheir breakdown and the weaken­

ing of mercanfi Iisfic control of commerce and industry.
With the first entrance into Paris of high class merchants,

notably the

the Jews began to seek freedom of competition indiscussed,

"Already in the first half of the eighteenth caiiturybusiness.

if Is tsrt'e, who sought to break

pIaced around thei rwere

I victory of the haberdashers in

and the more complete, general victory of non-Catho I Ics1777,

This will be treated further into capitalistic freedom.
conclusion of this paper.the

The par t i a

with the guilds in

the bands that 
48 

activity."

selling shirts 
46 

pub I i c•

Abraham and MoTse

and clothing with a

The King then an­

ther e were

came up before the ^oyal Council,

silk and cloth dealers, and jewellers already

An open shop, however, was

fertile (commer c i a I)

as well as

art, trades,which permitted non-Catho Iics to take up commerce,

years due to the 
47 

collective demand of six merchants* corporations.

some, rare cases

nul led the brevets and torbade them any business in haber-

in 1787 mark clearly the swing from mere antiIistic control
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V • The Med i t er r a n ea n Coast and Avignon

s e t 11 emen f s ofperma ne n t

Venaissin, or Av Ignon.

part of France during our period, being under Papa I control,

shall refer here to its community, particularly sincewe

it was from the Comtat that the Jews came who peopled the

region known as Languedoc with a transient Jewish population.

Th i s
and inc ludes

the
Toulouse, this chapter we are then concernedI n

with Avignon; Languedoc,
permanent community.a

The is one of

The most theypecuIi ar

the worst a complete prohibition

1695 the Jews were readmitted totheir trade.a g a i n s t I n

to stimulate trade and permitted

Open shop was not permitted. Succes s i ve decrees

1706, 1708, and 1713 allowed Abraham Car-1705,1698,of

including silk and linensof mer chandi se,
I n

show goods in all

I

A It hou gh Av i gnon

toutes merchandises pendant trols semaines durant chaque 
49

s a i s o n . ”

region of the Mediterranean

cities of

Languedoc except during fairs.

coast there were

wa s no f proper ly a

"d'acheter et de vendre

ever attained was

Jews at N?mes and In the Comtat

ups and downs.

1732 no Jews were permitted to trade or

> ■■ N?mes on

commercial history of the Jews in Nimes

in particular Nimes, since it had

In the

a status

district extends just north of the Mediterranean from 
T

the coast to Toulouse on the west,

Beaucaire, Montpellier, Beziers, Narbonne, 

and N*mes.

cassone and Israel and Nathan Astruc to buy, sell, and dis —

for one month of each of the four seasons of the year.

of toleration.

play all kinds

|n 1744, however, Jews were



-37-

gi ven a temporary permission to toade.

year

forbidden under penalty of confiscatlwas

fell Into disuse and became a

Ie t t r e morfe,

to acquire

In 1737, the Jews

cities profitted theoretically by

the royal decree permitting non-Catho Iics to engage freely

great silk center during the eighteenth

1785 around 80,000 dozens of pairs of silkcentury. I n

One of the chi ef jewi shhose were manufactured there. oc­

cupy t I ons was

Linen quilts,

sold by

large business.a

the peasant to till the vineyards.sufficient for As we

detail when we study the Languedoc districtI n

of mulesthem cheaply and on long credit.

Theby Jews was prohibited, but it continued underground.

licensed mule merchants objected and confiscated one horse

The1733.and four mules

1744 they accused the Jews of selling defectiveI ngrow.

of N?mes

belonging to Jacob Monteil ink! in

animosity of Christian merchants of all trades continued to

In the following

the pendulum swung to the opposite extreme and all feade 
50 

on .

were also

in general,

This re­

in 1732 this s ci e

movable and immovable property.

in commerce and industry.

N?mes was a

The mule supply was notmules was also

strictive decree, however,

the Jews bought mules at distant fairs and sold

for in 1750 we find a population of from 

thirty to forty families in N?mes and the Parliament of 

Toulouse permitted Mardochee and Solon Vidal

as well as those of other

the sale of silk goods and silk stockings.

and ready-made clothe_s made at Mofipilller
I

Jewish merchants. The sale of horses and

shall see more
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goods and of receiving stolen goods. The charges, however,
substant i a t ed. animosity may be largely

explained by the disasterous competition offered by Jewish

merchants of Th i s compet i-

ill be discussed in the conclusion a phase ot thea s

gradual breakdown of mercanti Iism. Si mee the charges of

not subsfantiated the Jews continued to lend

their goods.and sell A m i nor i t y ofmoney,

The conflict

Jews received certificated of apprenticeship toSevera I

Heeding the complaints of the popu-fhe hosiery merchants.

hosiery masters decided to issue no more such

certificates. attempt to end Jewish competition Jews

Fo I -were denied entrance

lowing tlie decree of 1787 Isaac Montell, a tailor, asked

The merchantsthe corps of tailors.

Jew, but admitted they woulcfbe force^dmet, refused him as a

the Intendent of the province said so.to let him enter if

admi ftance was re-authorify was asked but his
tried to enter the linen cloth workers'fused. alsoJews

Her e,cor pora t i o n.

admittance would be put to ainsisted theirthat if they

the members,vote of

They were refused on thethat they would

This

just another way of saying 
53 

not be admitted.

at Bordeaux and Paris also existed in Nimes.

with the proviso

with the merchant corpor4tions which we

to the silk factories at b/fmes.

The central

too, they were refused

have noted

t i o n w

the popu I a t i on, ben ef i 11 ed by low Jewish prices, sided with 
52

the Jewish cause.

In an

permission to Join

were never

silk and linen goods, and mules.

dishonesty were

which was

act as brokers,

lace the
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gr ou nc!$ of

and

competition set up by the Jews, which

became a potent factor in the breakdown of mercantiIism, was

lack of desire to cooperate, but rather to

rebuff met by them whenever and wherever they

desired to enter the regularly constituted merchant groups.

We now turn to a brief consideration- of Avignon, not

France during our period, but the source of the

Jewish population of a I I Languedoc. The Jews were

delay was renewed at regular

this precarious manner until

They could acquire no immovable property

except household goods in The men were compelled touse.

yellow badge on their hats,

h e a d—dr ess.

separate commercial organization was permitted theA

based on economic status. were

First cJiss Jews possessedd i v i ded into three classes.

third class 5,000 to 15,000. The officers of the community

i
I

These officers had complete charge of

Jews of Avignon

see that the

Al I peopIe

This

the women on their

were elected as follows; three treasurers, one of each class;

a part of

not due to their

flic stern

thus we

Bayions of summer, one of each class; and three Councillors, 

55 one of each class.

intervals and they stayed on in 
54 

the revolution.

avec eux,"

"ma I ho ne't e f e coiwner c i a I e, " mauvaise reputation,"

repugnance invincible a fraterniser

three Bayions (heads)of winter, one of each class; three

wear the

30,000 I ivres or more; second class, 15,000 to 30,000; and

"la

delay of two years.

trans i ent
expel led

official I y/from Avignon in 1569, but they were allo wed a
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t h e comman i t y •

of fund iona ires, ch a r i t y, interest due to Christian debtors,

tor poor girls, and help tor fugitive Jews.dowr i es Th es e

var i ous taxes .expenses

I I I e a percentage fixed by the council to be paidwas

more

t h a n poll tax ofone

livres paid by Jews over thirteen except those atfour

those studying Schtch i ta at the butchers',s c hoo I o r
ex emp t The qu i sba was a class
Jax .
of third, two livres; and

for the Allah and many charity taxes

Economic activity Mo s t

of the Jews resident there established homes for their

and then travelledfamilies,
goods
cities of Languedoc.

In travelling

little to the

"De la, un pet i t

were met by funds raised through

until

alone through Languedoc selling

self-evaluated wealth of 
56 

t housand livres.

The ta

al I

The

livres; of the

who were

There were also indirect faxes on

along the way and especially at the great fairs in the

The Copa ge was a

from Avignon fo Bordeaux their path bent a

every Individual worth

the s econd, four

to raise alms.

the age of eighteen.

community had large expenses for services, salaries

in Avignon was very limited.

south so as

married men, offerings

were called, desired to do business during the fairs, espec-

fo include stops in Beaucaire, Ni mes, Mon tpeI -

The Comfadins, as the Jews from the Comtat Venaissin

the internal affairs of

on the

ial ly the great fair in October at Bordeaux.

of no class one livre.

Her, Be'z iers, Narbonne, and Toulouse.

tach member of the first class was taxed six livres;
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commerce de transit tolere pa>v I ' I ntendance du Lanauedoc."

The status ot the Jews co me r c e

Languedoc presents a curious mixture of toleration andi n

The Intendancy of Languedoc wanted to permitr epr ess ion.

it stimulated business, but they couldJewish trade since

not permit if mer­

gence Jewish economic life in Languedocchant corporations.

conditions gradually improving

In 1695 the Parliament oftowards the end of our period.

TouIou s e
This time

The Counc i Iwa s

text of gdtng only to the fairs. This pretext was carried

too far

The local merchants objected so sfrenu-

expelled fcrom Montpellier in 1729.

From 1731 on the Council ot State, by annulling a decree

the Parliament of Dijon, said that Jews could trade onlyof

fixed domIc iles. This law did notwhere they had their

In 1772 another at-In 1740.Jews traded in Montpellierfor

tempt was made to enforce this law by declaring that residence

Jews of the Comtat except in

The trade in wool or silk was specificallytimes of fairs.

with

allowed Jews tq/Suy and sell for three weeks of 
58 

each season provided they had no open stxhres.

all

apply to fairs.

who carried on this

at the risk of outraging the established

denied the Comtadlns who were Involved it It by the Portugsese

It apparently was not strictly enforced,

in Montpellier where Jews maintained an open shop,

well par ton I zed. 
r 
that the Jews wereou s I y

increased to four months a year in 1705.

had its ups and downs,

in Languedoc was denied

of State annulled the privilege of trade In Languedoc in

1716, but the Jews continued to enter the province on pre-
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another instance of fhe lack of

sympathetic relations between these groups. From 1744 on,

fhe Comfadins were permitted af fairs by bofh fhehowever,

Council of Sfafe and fhe Languedocian Infendenf. Temper ary

permi f s of The

al lowed tight days afJews nof counfing 5un-wer e

and fesfivals.days They were also allowed fifteen days

a f f er close of fhe fair in which fo close their affairs.fhe

Sf . P r i e s f , fhe

This conflict was brought before fhe Par+f-

whjeh body forbade fhe merchants fo carryToulouse,

ou f the The matter was finally settledIntendenf’s order•

which also upheld the Jews.by the central government,

1758 theI n

annual fairs held In that city and to

The cattle fra de vital b u s i -
in La nguedoc. Jews wer e fhe chiefn e s s

very limited group of Christians. The

The Jews then asked Controller-

This request

refused.wa s

agents for beas ts

general Orry for the right tofrade in

of Bordeaux.

eight days only.

said they included the sale of

Jews of ‘oulouse were confirmed in thei>r right

so Bernage permitted the Jews

a great shortage of beasts

a fair,

in horses and mules was a

fo attend fhe three

of burden, fhe animals being scarce and a monopoly of their 
st Ie being held^a

remain fifteen days after their conclusion.

residence were issued for this purpose.

cattle in the pro v-

Infendenf Bernage 
59 

mule and female mules.

ament of

Inrendenf, restrained their commerce to

restrictive decrees treated above did nof specify caftle deal-

There was, however,

er s, but

of burden in lower Languedoc,

inces of Dauphine, Provence, and Languedoc.

T h i s is



-43-

Naturally, the

privileged Christian dealers fought this break In their

1737 for several

year

the business activites of the Jewish

and sold them in Languedoc for low prices

sold at long credit, the Jews spentwere

each year not permitted for trading I n

mer ch ants

holding up peasants, and taking their horses bymules,

and chasing the Jews through the fields, they failedforce,

the

welfare of

A more striding example of the failure ofagriculture.

mercantilist control could not be adduced.

silk, linen, and J ewe I I ryThe sale of old clothes,

another important occupation of the Comtadins in Languwas

doc .

which to display their merchandise. Ath i s

Toulouse

Business was exceptionallyfront of

brisk at

In Montpellier an important local personage lent them

monopoly, but it was once more accorded in

Jews to trade in cattle six months of each year for the

A11 hough the '-'Kristian 

tried to meet Jewish competiAon by seizing their

were known by a cloth hung in

the peasants, and the prosperity of Languedocian

I odg i ngs in

the six mon t h s of

Since the cattle

a certain perfume shop.

the fairs of Alais, N^mes, Montpellier, and Tou-

in their efforts. In 1741 permanent permission was granted

settling their accou n ts,--thus Jewish competition became a

the Jewi sh merchants

years to come.

"i th the permission to tnade six months of each

on long credi t.

to sei I them freely tor six months in 1736.

permanent force in the cattle trade.

came an increase in
60 

cattle deal ers. They bought horses in distant provinces
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ve lour s and brocades.me d

especially good customers.

silks

merchant cornoration manutactured These merchants

Jewish competition, but during slack seasons theydeer ied wer e

The Jews

hornet ime theysold at

remodeled goods that were out ot

Ifentirely.

to the peasants, less exacting than the city peoplsold it e.

Linen,

in Morocco,

The cheap price of Jewish-Barbary states, and the Levant.

du e

, and Toulouse. In 1753
manufacturers were upheld, and the linen

from Avignon was barred from entrance.

Jews also sold JThe

Thisstones,

1736 following complaints made by the

function of

bankers were not always in sound fi i^ancial condition.These

the regular

linen, cotton trim-

willing

the La ngu edoc i a n

ewelry, gold, silver, precious

silk goods.

Jewish merchants brought 500,000 livres worth of
61

year.

style, transforming them

At Nimes

made linens, due to cheaper labor at Avignon, impeded the 

ma nu f a c t u r er s at Montpellier, N^mes

tfomen were

sold great quantities of taffeta, foulard, 

l®od-coI or ed satins,

The Jews ma nu-less of a luxury, was also sold.

and gold and silver vessels to the peasants.

left over silk remained after the fairs they

to the fair at Beaucaire each

with gold or silver,

auction, retail and wholesale.

to trade late them silk for other goods.

factored linen in Avignon, buying their materials

louse, where they

toile, fine silk,

trade was stopped in

goldsmith corporations.

Money landing and international banking was an important 

a few Jewish bankers In Narbonne and ^arpentras.
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credi tors. ■'er e ba I anced

who wou I d

Then the situation was submitted

group

the bahker would endeavorfor six
funds due him from Spp i n or Italy, and wouldto collect

to ray his Languedocian creditors.return If he tailed,

imprisoned on his return.he would be Dur i nq these trips

for funds

These bankers lent money to mer-ofthe hands

chants a s

I n

On the other hand, the bankers themselves were frequent-

For example, named Carcassone hadtxly duped.

make off

He complained that a woman named Dupont hadi mbu r s i ng him.

abused his confidence and robbed him.

The director of a

If this

a I I

they would apply for 

aff»irs and calm their

pea sants.
62

their dealings.

agreed, the Intendent would sign the safe-conduct, $ood 

months or a year. Then

to apply for

of paper

world for which they had not paid.

a year .

to a general assembly of the banker's creditors.

the banker's money and prcpe ty were left In

In case of failure to pay their debts,

a receiver.

a safe-conduct because people found it easy to

entitling them to money in some other part of the

verify its exactitude and would inquire

In this case their assets and debits

a safe-conduct so as to order their

with his funds whowere not equally prompt in re-

Into the petition-

The accusation was frequently made that Jews forged

in 1781 a flew

and sent to the sub-delegate of the district,

cr's commercial honesty.

well as

letters of exchange, which would have put them In possession

These Is not trace of usury
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crarge, but it was proved

of such forgery was uncovered, in which two Christian deb-

fhe regularly established merchant corporations. we

see

Jews

competition because they knew the Jews manufactured damask,

sold a f

the silk merchants of lower Languedoc formedTher efore, a

up

jours dans
Nos marchfids

Les In spite

prices

laced on goods sold by Jews, frequently took their side inP

the struggle.

arts

admission to

I) They were not members of the Church. 2) Theyi ng grounds:

3) Their commercial faithnot citizens of the kingdom.were

4) They were unfitted to obey the rules of thewas poor.

Here

and the guilds.

an64>her phase of the omnipresent conflict between the

charges against the Jews in 1739, saying in part: "Cette

i nf i de Ie

ne font ppis-
63

Juifs pillent les subjets du Roi."
the public, profitting from the low

coalition against the Jewsin 1732.

When the Jews applied for admission to the
J ... 

et trompeuse, se repond tous les 

....I'appot du bon marche" leur pro-

and trades-grui Ids after the edict of 1787 promising 
il

non-Cafho Iics, they were refused on the follow-

The trade guilds drew

Languedoc were

a cheaper price than the merchants could hope to rtval.

nos ca nfons

Another case

The first to object to Jewish trading in

refinery at Beaucaire made this

Jew in an attempt to extort money from him.

tors forged the name of the Jew, Cremieu.

nation j u i ve,

cure toujours de nouvelles dupes.

qu e r i e n .

that the accuser had actually forged the signature of the

brocade, serge, and other materials in Avignon, which they

Merchants in Languedoc feared Jewish

of t hes e charges,
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organi z a t ion. 5) Their admission would mean the eventual

of Christian merchants.ru i n

The edict of 1787 was thus interpreted so as not to

include Jews.

brevets created by Louis XV in 1767 before that privilege

in the conflict in Baris, thetr

on.

treatment where they were protected by the War­ed kinder

de Grave during the fairs at Pon t-Ju vena I.qu i s

possession did not mean security in their work from then

In Montpellier the Jews recei

As we saw

A few, however, became members by buying the

was revoked.

They were soon annulled.
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VI. The Economic Life of Alsace-Lorraine Jewry

Lorraine. a I r ea dy

fhe controlby France,

powers

part of

In Bas-Alsace,

fo fhe north, including the Bishopri

right to admit or expel the Jews rested with fhe local

The imperial cities of fhe prefeefurauthor!f i es•

Haguenau had the right to pass on their admittance. As

usually the caseI s

increases the hardships of the Jews. This factcontrol

in part account for the inferior status of the Jews i nmay

The bewleldering af*3y of taxes paid by the Jews of

Alsace reflects this diversity of control. They paid

tax for the jettys of the Rhine and the debts con-

1780 a total In taxes for Alsace ofBy the year

In Haute-Alsace they also paidI i vr e s40,801

ten florins per

A right of recep-

each family.thirty-six florins was paid once oft ion tax of

i n

o7 
family annually for the right of habitation.

The general status of this community has 
64 

been pointed out.

the province, the right fo regulate the condition 

65 
Jews went to the King of France.

c of Strasbourg, the

e of

Since Alsace was a recent acquis ition

three principal taxes which were collected by Jews: the 
Toe-

faille ordinatife; fhe subvention kre the contributions of

tracted at Colmar; and a tax for pasturage, paid in Ober- 
66 

na i •

was reached.

of the Jews was vested in different

Alsace which we shall have cause fo note.

we turn now to a

in Jewish history decentralized, local

In Haute-Alsace, the southern

consideration of the most populous

Jewish community in France, that resident in Alsace and

war; a

this tax was usually thirty-six florins.

In its several parts.

of the

|n the Bishopric of Strasbourg and the lands of the lords
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The

latter

authorities in *lsace towards the Jews. Upon entering a

At Ma Iemor t, for

a

boeuf et cochon,
1736 this

livres annually was added to thisFrom 1763-75 two hundred

tax for the benefit of foundlings. In 1775 it was farmed

by the famed Cerf Beer, who secured a reduction of six hun-

It was raiced at Intervals untildr ed livres. in 1783 it

to the highest bidder, picquet, for 10,000farmed outwas

decree of Louis XVI in which he reflected the growing toler-

The

decree slid In part that "les Julfs sont assujettes a une

qu I

The
)

which thefor

economic life of the Jews in Alsace was hedgedThe

host of restrictions limiting them virtually to

T

town each Jew

example,

which preceeded the revolution.

which virtually put him

Jews of Alsace paid 48,000 livres into the 
71 

royal treasury.

et sur chaque juif, un sol..." After
69 

tax was farmed out for 4,000 livres per year.

i n by a

In addition to all these faxes there were various minor

had to pay a body tax 
08 

In the same category as animals.

is an interesting example of the attitude of the

taxes on industry and houses and the hated poll tax.

sign was erected bearing the following legend: "sur chagee

In 1784 this degrading tax was abolished by a

/ 70
semb I e aviler I'humanite, nous avon cru devoir I’aboler."

city of Strasbourg was indemnified 2400 livress annually,

de I a Is ser

a nee for the Jews

taxe corporelle qu I les asslmlle aux animaux; et comme II 

reZpugne aux sentiments que nous e'tendons sur tous nos sujets, 

subsister a I'egard d’aucun d’eux une imposition
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rr.onev lending, cattle tracing, and the sale ot old clothes

where control was

the central government, cord itions were no bet-vested in

In Co I ma r the Jews hadter. no

However, counttl of Al-

Jews had to be admitted temporarily in cases of

I beretore,I i t I g a t I o n . JewIJh servakfs were permitted at

inns frequented by Jews.the Trade in cattle was permif-
the Jews had a certificate ot health
Jew purchased anything he had tofor

If he desired to leave the merchandisecash for it.pay

the merchant he had to pay one-third down, and the

fwo-thirXs wnen he called for his purchase. Allr ema 1n i n g
in the vernacular and any moneyto be made out

to be registered in the town records.Jew was

No Christian could buy on credit from a Jew and all Jews

couId trade onlyengaged i

at fairs

Ch r i s t i a n Theto a

Jews were not allowed any fixed or permanentthatpr i nc i p I e

1784 no Christianreiterated at this time. I nresidence was

|n cases ot litigationroom to a Jew,awas

permitted to remain in Colmar for eight days. IfJew wasa

he cou I d asIt for an extension.necessary

inflexible hatred ot the Jew is reflectedstern,Th I s

well aslife in Bas-Alsace as

The city of Strasbourg, the centerthe southern province.i n

with

and metal junk!.

in service 
75 

inn-keeper at Colmar was expelled.

72 
rights and were not tolerated.

the seat of the

Even in Haute-Alsace,

allowed to rent

ted in Haute-Alsace if 
73 

the cattle.

since Co I ma r was

n selling anvthing except cattle 
74 

and mar bets.

owed to a

In 1781 David Levi,

If a

In the regulations of their

deals had



No Jewsmerit.
Instructor in chess. Soona

thereafter Baruch and Meyer w'ey I Mathis

Ti> is permis-

ion was periodically renewed so that they remained tors

period they were permitted toyears.

15,0 0 florins to the Director of the Nobilitylent over

of

They lent the King six million livres.Metz were admitted.

I n

Moyse Bl In and Raphael Levy, contractorscharge of the mint.

entered the city temporarily, but bothfor the army, were

compelled to leave. Jacques WeyI I er

merchandise at the Strasbourg fairs in 1760. He was not
The interesting history of Cerf Beer in Stnas-admi tied.

study under a separate heading of this
chapter.

to 1754 all Christians in Strasbourg wereFrom 1669

In the I a t-forbidden to have business dealings

The Christians appealed the case to thes topped by law.

court

King sustained the law and forbade such transact ions. The

I

By the same

Jew

with Jews.

Du r i n g this

In 1709 Baruch Mathis

t we Ive

wanted to display

1765, when Jews were allowed officially 
77 

to lend money and buy letters of exbhange.

to Strasbourg i n

Lower Alsace to enable him to pay taxes owing to a

tolerated as an

at Colmar and won the case.

were admitted to Strasbourg until 1648 when

bou r g we shall

of Metz was

were admitted for

law was changed in

with their parents 
76 

a period of two months.

1725 Solomon Bloch of Obernai came

German Ic state.

engage only in the cattle business.

of Alsaclan commerce, affords a good example of their treat­

in 1707 Isaac Lambert and h|s brother of

In 1757, however, the

ter year some disobeyed this law and their affaires were
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j e w e I e r s ,

bills of In 1786

fhc corporation of golcsmithb fried fo forbid Jewish ped­

dlers, old

objects this endea vor •

They did not, however,throngedwa s

1784 shows that only four Jewish families,

comprising sixty-eight individuals, were permitted to live

and Cerf Beer,

Ing Alsacien Jews whose activities reflect conditions in

The first and foremost among these is Cerf Beer.Al sace.

In spite of his honestythe cavalry in Alsace and Lorraine.

and ef f ic i ency

In 1767 the land was

It wasinfested with brigands.

Strasbourg.Cerf

intervention of the Duke de Choiseul finally securedThe

The Marquis de Monteynard helpedh i m

over the summer. He thenpermission to remainh i m secure

exchange bearing the usual Interest.

I a w

at this juncture that

Th es e

contractor for the army, supplying provender for

They failed in

live in Strasbourg. Almost all were resident in nearby V-O'Vnj 

to which tiiey returned at even the sound of the curfew.

c I o t h es-deaI ers, and meechants handling any

of gold or s i I ver•

Jews wer e also per -

Beer petitioned fo Spend the winter in

We now turn to a detailed study of several outstand-

The census of

in Strasbourg. These were: Marx Beer Jr., thirteen;

Samuel Seeligmann Alexandre, seventeen; Wolf Levy, fifteen;
79

fwenfy-three.

this consideration.

this strict limitation of Jewish trade, the city 
78 

with Jews every day.

He was a

In spite of

Christians were permifted to buy from Jewish bankers,

miffed to buy animals from the Christians by giving them

in this office he was not permitted to
80 

|i>ve permanently in Strasbourg.

and butchers in time of war.
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inEnovable property by the ruse of paying 6,300 livres to

Charles Joserh de la Touche who purchased, the house in his

In 1771 he asked permission to live

in Strasbourg the year round, which permission ±ax was

tentatively ranted. He then bought two houses secretly

for his sons-in-law.

Cerf

Beer surprised all concerned by showing a letter patent of

The letter states:

"Voulant donner au Si. Cerf Beer un temoignage particuller

de la staisfaction, cue nous avons des services qu'il a

'eer had the right to own immovable property.that Cerf

Cerf Beer's wealth continued to grow as contractor for the

army and he joined to his other activities that of financial

After the affair

of 1784 Ceff Beer turned his attention to petitioning the

The King agreed

Another contractor to the army, Raphael Levy, did not

gradual emandtjbation of all Jews in France.

to study the proposal.

agent, for the LanddGrave of Hess Darmstadt, the Dulce of 
F 85

Deux Ponts, and the Prince of Nassau.

bought a house in spite of the inability of Jews to own

rendus, et qu'il continue de nous rendre, avec outant de 

z'ble et d'intelligence cue de de'sinteressement et de profit^" 

After this letter patent was examined the Council of Stras-

nane for Cerf ®eer.

bourg was forced to agree with the King and his Council

the King given in 1775 which naturalised him and permitted. 
82 

h'm to acoui e any kind of property.

The magistrates refused taxes on his 
81 

houses in 1784, claiming the titles were void.
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tion as did Cerf Beer.

At first he secured a temporary permit to reside in Stras­

bourg . Later he was permitted to expand his affairs by

running a bank with the profits of his contracting busi-

He was coerced into lending an officer 7,000 livresness .

to avo’d being cast into jail.
He paid

15,000 livres to avoid prosecution. Then his enemies threat­

ened to have him forbidden from banking at all. In total

he was bled of 80,000 livres, of which he recovered only

to reside in Strasbourg, I.’oyse Blien. However, he could

He became farmer of taxes to the Jews

of Alsace in 1778.

It is already apparent that in considering the occupa­

tions niirsued by the Jews in Alsace,that of army contractor

This office was not carried on

by many Jews, but those who did fill it were without ex-

with Cerf Bear, Raphael Levy, and Moyse Blien. As early

1716 the few Jews resident in Strasbourg serviced theas

Jacob ’worms was then

24,000 by court process in 1751.

One more famous contractor to the army was permitted

He and his son LIichel were eng'-’^ed
84 

in this business with a Christian partner, Jean Dietrich.

establish no fixed residence there, nor could he own in- 
86

movable property.

ception men of great influence as we have seen was the case

armies of Louis XIV in this canacity by furnishing infor- 
87 

mation and supplying provisions.

In 1745 he was accused of 
85 

receiving stolen goods by the Cardinal de Rohan.

was of great importance.

meet with the sane success in countering Christian opposi-
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the army contractor in chief. In 1727 the Jews of Metz In

Lorraine managed to secure 2,000 horses for food and 5,000

for remounts within the space of six weeks.

An occupation that was universally plied was that

of butcher since kosher meat had to be dispensed. The var­

ious governments taxed the buchers for their privilege in

Theselling meat.

The

butcher frequently raised the cattle he later converted

A charge was then usually made for theinto kosher meat.

This privilege cost fifteenuse of water and pasti’rage.

At Ribeauville permis-livres, thirtir sols at Soultzmatt.

given two Jews, Mayer and Lang, to sell koshersion was

meat for sixty years at

of the three trades officially permittedOne

Alsace This occupation was verythat of c ttle trading.was

common among the Jews.

When new terms were needed by the purchaser to re­credit .

finance his purchase an extra charge was put on the beast.

According to Lancastel the Jews indulged in very sharp

The iron trade constituted a separate occupation in

Alsace that was to be exploited only by certain individuals.

dealing with the peasants and always overcharged them, — "les

Juifs sent exerces

In fact they possessed a victual 
90 

monopoly of it in Aisace.

anual tax varied from two florins at 
83

Qberbronn to eighteen florins at Kutzenhausen.

a chercher 1-s vices d'un cheval, et
91 

ils le vendent toujours bien au-dessus de sa valeur."

a tax of fifty-two thalers uer vear. 
89" .

in

The;/ sold horses and mules on
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Ttiis usually meant the exclusion of Jews from the trade.

The county of Hanau, however, formed an except ion in this

Here a Jew could sell iron at six deniers per poundregard.

For this privilege Jews were taxed five schillings

per furnace full, three deniers for each quintal (100 kilo­

grams) over, ulus two per cent of the steel.

Another unusual occupation was that pursued by Isaie

Beer Bing,

By far the most widely practiced trade in Alsace as

well as Lorraine was pawn-broking with its resultant note

The wide-spread qualitybuying and instalment selling.

of this occupation is made apparent by the large body of

restrictive legislation passed in Alsace as early as 1700

The chief regulation stated that a loan tendered

a Christian by a Jew could not exceed thirty florins, on

If the Christian desired toweek per florin of the loan.

increase the loan beyond thirty florins, he had to secure

the permission of the Amtsmann, a local officer who was

cautioned not to permit such an increase unless the case

Compound interest was not allowed on any debt,was urgent.

nor could a debt be ceded by one money lender to another.

When the debt was repaid it was to be only inscribed legibly

Wheneveron a receipt.

for ordinary iron, and for seven deniers if the nieces were 
92

large.

and 1706 in an attempt to eliminate abuses from the traf- 
94 

fic.

who was one of the administrators of the nation- 
93

al salt works.

a Jew sold an article on credit he

which interest could be paid at the rate of one heller a
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this high rate of interest and thqjeight percent renewal

charge the lender was enabled to triple his capital in

four years. If the debt could never be repaid in money,

it was met with the payment of horses, cows, clothing, and

furniture.

Another aspect of money lending aside from the pawn

brokerage was the purchase and sale of promissory notes.

Interest was very high on these notes

A Christian, find-

The Jew would then discount it for l.>0 ecus and retire from

the deal with a quick profit of twenty ecus.

was prohibited in 1716, but reestablished in 1721.

abuse in addition to the high rate of Interest, thirty-three

and one-third per cent., on such notes, was a prevalent

Many simple folk, particularly peasants, were led

to their ru±± by this device. Thinking that payment was

longer necessary, the debtor would spend his money onno

When he was not able to pay the moneys ome c oinmo d i 11 e s .

lender would demand a settlement, and frequently extorted the

debtor’s cattle, clothing, or furniture inpayment.

Since many articles were acquired by the Jews in lieu

of payment of interest on notes, and all effects left in

pawn were in reality not sold at public auction by the magis-

ing himself in a financial crisis would borrow one hundred 

£cus from

This practice 
99.

Another

a Jewish money lender. For this sum he gave the

Jew his promissory note for 150 ecus, payable to the bearer.

habit of pretending to burn a debtor's note when he came to 
100

Pay.

as can bo judged by 
93

the testimony of our anonymous writer.
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trate of the district, the money lenders found themselves

well stocked with miscellaneous cattle, horses, clothing,

This condition n-turally gave risej ewe Is, and furniture.

to instalment selling at all the local fairs, where the

Jew further increased his profit by selling these ar' icles

In 1780 the interesting affair of the false receipts

Many Christian debtors showed theirtranspired In nlsace.

Jewish creditors receipts for their debts inscribed in the

regular form in Hebrew characters. The Jews claimed the

were

The Christians holding theirse

receipts were given two months in which to requite the false-

The Jews regained, however, only aly acouitted debts.

The Council of Alsace was unable topart of their losses.

settle the matter of deciding who had forged the receipts.

The case was appealed to the central government and a J>i.

the author o f the receipts. His home was searched where
written in Hebrew were found. After hisbills and l&tters

This charge was substituted for the forgery charge because

He was exiled to Valenze. This closedof lack of evidence.

the case as far as the courts were concerned, but many of

given in nartial payment of a note or left as pledges in 
101

pawn .

found to have been forged,--"toutes ces quittances 
102

trouverent fausses."

debts had never been paid and upon investigation the receipts

arrest he was brought to Strasbourg and tried on the charge 
105 

of having written a violent pamphlet against the Jews.

Hell, the biiliff of Lander, was arrested on suspicion as



-60-

the Jews never regained their money.

The condition of the Jews in Lorraine , which was

under French influence but not her direct Control, was

much the same as in Alsace. Money lending was permitted

Duke Leopold of Lorraine lived in luxury and

He ne ded to improve the financeswas fond of gambling.

of Lorraine and it was for this reason that he asked the

Jews to come there in 1721 subject to the above regulations.

Before the formal invitation to enter Lorraine many­

Jews numbering about ~S0 families lived in Metz. dore they

were -permitted to engage in the second-hand clothing trade,

pawn broking, banking, and wholesale and retail commerce.

made goods and without open shops;

a forty livres tax annually.

20,000 livres tax by subscription for the entire community.

175 to the city of Metz, and 200 to the vicarof St. Nicolas,

In 1713 the merchants asked that money lend-of the parish.

the only trade permitted the Jews. In the same yearing be

Even before the formal permission was given Isaiah Lambert 

had moved to Luneville.

subject to the usual limitations as to Interest, publicly 

registered accounts, and puni slime nt|of fraud.

He also received permission to 

bring his brothers-in-law Solomon and Samuel Levy.

usury against a Christian was punished by loss of the note, 

navnieiifa of twice its face value, and a fine of five hundred 
104 

francs.

This was changed in 1713 to a

fraud or

This commerce, however was to be carried on in foreign
105

each family was to pay

They were also consiyained to give 450 livres to the hospital
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the Council of State decided that Jews could own or feat no

Tills meant virtually the restriction of Jewish busi-1'etz .

ness to money lending. They were also reminded to pay the

usual taxes, and to conform to the rules governing money

The Jews of Metz had'been carryingDepartment of Meuse.

on

city objected to their tradin; there.

The Jews

again requested entrance to Verdun in 1743, claiming they

wanted to enter so as to buy clothing, haberdashery, and

hosiery, and to sell it by peddling, without open shops.

The aidermen of the tailors', merchants', and goldsmiths'

corporations, however, returned an unfavorable report.

The outstanding Jews in Lorraine were Solomon and Sam­

as

In the same year his brother, Samuel,for the dutchy.

The fluid delayedwhence the Duke would have to fetch it

the grain.

granting him a passport and the money needed to transport

Meanwhile 170 sacks of rye fell into the water,

In 1709 the former was engaged 

the Duke's agent to buy wheat, barley, rye, and speft

Th? Assistant-intend-
106

ant forbade them entrance to Verdun in 1744.

uel Lew, the brothers-in-law of Isaiah Lambert who entered
107 

through his influence.

a brisk commerce into Verdun when the merchants of that

grain.

lenders to buy thejgrain, which he had stored at Coblen-,

house, store, stable, barn, wine-collar, or granary in

lending.

^ordun is a city just west of Metz in what is now the

proposed to buy and deliver 6,000 malters of first class

In October Levy secured funds from Jewish money
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rent due on the granaries was mounting, and the money

lenders who had advanced the purchase price grew impatient

as

furnishers of the money, expecially French money, until its

By 1714 a debtImport in France was forbidden.'andexport
of the
Samuel
cial aid until in 1715 he was made receiver-general of

At the zenith of his career, hefinances for Lorraine.

attained an unusual social and financial position for a Jew

of that period.

and maintained a special synagogue.

however, his enemies accused Mm of converting public funds

to his own ends and of not paying the troops regularly.

He showed that, on the contrary, he had frequently lent

large sums of money to the state without any compensation.

Nevertheless, his jealous rivals had him removed from the

office of receiver-general in 1716. He tried to arrange his

affairs, but had to suffer a considerable loss. He was im-

Des ite his protestprisoned by his creditors in 1717.

that he had always given the Duke's intersts preference

his own, his Chrigtian creditors evaluated his property,over

diamonds, jewels, and merchandise according to their own

His debts were settled at great loss to him.figures.

treasury had mounted to a total of six million livres.

Lovy continued to function as the Dulce's chief finan­

ce built palaces, bought objects of art, 
109

The very next year,

the Duke hesitated to pay them so as to release his grain.

Levv started out for Luneville, but was arrested at Uetz 
103 

because of a bankruptcy in which he was involved.

After his release Samuel Levy and his associates became
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freed he was denounced for having held

J e w I s h ah his home. The Tribunalservices

characterized this religious gathering as

and prohibited!"audacious, He and his brother then

I ef t Lorraine

i n

to ply their brilliant financial wit 
I 10

the Parisian money market.

re I i g i ou s

"scandalous,

after he was
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VII. Cone 1 us ions

Having completed the detailed studies of the four

Jewish population we are now concerned withsections of

the general problems of their

to discuss at the beginning of thisassigned ourselves

paper.

French mercantilism; does the economic historys uppor f of

France shed any light on the gradual

decline, the end of our period, of mercantilism;towards

the old charge of usury, I eve I led against the Jews,was

justified insofar as the French community was concerned? —

\»e

have aiteady touched on many facts of significance with

It is now our task to correlatethese problems.regard to

explicitly what we have observed implicitly.

The first of these problems can be solved immediately

and si mpIy. There was

in France during our period.Jewish groups Thevar i ou s

idea of

geographical concept.

lack of union and sympathy between the groups

Is,

As we have seen this conflltt

ended

The rich Sephardim banded

merchants to end competition as

The restrictive

L

y/a s there economic unity among the various groups 

Jews of France contribute much to the

The outstanding example

no th|ng

with the jealous Christian

Seph a r d i m

well as Jo avoid being

economic life which we

no economic relation between the

confused with their poorer brethren.

with the expulsion of sixteen families in 1734.

more than a

a French Jewry before our revolution is

these are the problems which we shall nok treat.

|n France; did the

of course, the conflict between the Avignonese and 
I I I

i n Bor deaux.

Jews inof the

of this
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legislation of

J ews carried on their trade in fha t province were

forbidden residence;

pel led from Orange, Cognac, Kochetort, Saintes, and La

of

d I s t r i c f .

Juifs portugais de Bordeaux, Ie b i envi11 -I eslonna i res,

II y a va i f

negocI ants

Had there been contact

Jews in Alsace and the rich, culturedbetween the poor

B,ordeaux the same lack of sympathy would have

in Paris the Sephardim

and Ashkenazim

thus universal between the various

be spoken of as

Although the Jews suffered i

trict control of commerce and industry through mercantil-s

they were the ckiet contributors towardsi s f i c policy,

localities

k

whereby Avignonese

who

forces de la

koubln

Banned from trading what goods and in what 
n

they desired and excluded from membership in

lant appui du ces frcr«s

I 12
1772 in Languedoc

opulents: telle la maison gradis, une des 

cite bordelaise."

n France from the

£ ven

the right to store goods; were ex-

Rochel I e; and were denied the right to carry on trade

communities who can

doubtless been encountered.

trop de distance entre des colporteurs infimes et des

also due in part to the opposition

Lack of unity wa s

mo ins fortunes.

the Sephardim in Bordeaux who also traded in that

a Jewry only in the

geographical sense.

group i n

In woo I or silk was

Juifs comt a d i n s

its success.

In commenting on this lack of- Jewish unity
I 13

says; "Aussi-bien ne semble-1-i I pas que les

aient reneontrz meme chez leurs corel i g-

lived in separate, segrtgated districts.
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the established trade corpor a t i ons, they nevertheless

ma de

their

mercantilism depends tor itsAs

large foreign trade, especiallya

Many ot the exports from France,mo thcr country*the

wine among them, were made possible by -the loans made

ish bankers of Bordeaux to the peasants who other-

further mor e,

scale,

provided by the brokers of Bordeaux who insured

the cargoes and bought and sold bills of exchange and

bills.brokers '

exchange ia a moof point.of

By supply!ng credit totroduc_ed their

insuring cargoes that went abroad, andthe peasants,
enabling commerce to be carried on by buying bills of

exchange

that enabled an importer to pay hisbillsbankers *

creditor--by all these means the Jews, particular­

in Bordeaux, supplied all the banking functionsI y those

which rendered French mercantilism feasable.

French economic
the gradual transition from the

f o r e i g n

by Jew

One of the most interesting points in

history of our period is

favorable money balance is maintained in

Afi any rate they i n-

*hether or not the Jews invented bills 
I 15

in which a

If foreign trade

great contributions to French mercantilism through

activities as bankers and international brokers, 
I 14 

a Ir eady seen

wi th colonies,

grape crops necessary for export purposes.

wise would not have had enough capital to raise the large

success on

a commercial instrument that obviates the danger-

is to be carried on at all on a large

This was

we have

use i nto France.

which paid the exporter immediately and selling

out, expensive shipment of specie must be available.
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A$ we have

by 17 89 mo$t of the restrictions level­
led against individuals Outside the established trade

corporal ions Since the Jews

extreme type of economically out-group, being

the guilds, their gradual ad-

in normal economic life shows the

breakdown of restrictions and forms a good point of

The ear I test

Jewish cooperation in commerce could besuggest ion that

help to fhe r r e n c h instead of hindrance is foundaa

1681 this greatthei n

be of great help to France through their world wide

economic connect ions--"pour juger sainement si le com-

fhe first to realize theOne of

against monopolistic control was Intendentt ion as

in Languedoc*Bernage

attempt to end Jewish

competition in Languedoc he said: "La concurrence des

Ju i f s

fond du The

s ame

whoge n er

k

expressed fhe opinion of the Bureau of Com­

share

1755 by Trudaine, Controller-

gener a I

value of economic competi-

i n

which to Study the transition.

writings of Colbert.

a I ,

we I I

letter written Jo Controller-

les du monde avec ceux de leur secte
117

I’Etat."

and religion, as

so i f a van f ageux a

had fallen into disuse.

As ear ly as

I n a

formed a n

discriminated against because of race

financier pondered the idea that perhaps the Jews could

est de telle nature qu ' i I

esf a vantageuse

mission to a

departure from

spirit was shown

merce qu t I I s font par les correspondances qu ’ I I s ont

as non-membership in

Orry in 1740 regarding the

mercanti I istic stage to fhe capito I i s t i c.
I 16 

already seen

au public et ne pent nuire ni au
118

commerce, ni au bien de nos fabriques."

dans fantes
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merce of

autori s e

Languedoc, ’specially

trade the established corporation

completely outdone, shows the breakdown ot whatwas

had once been formidable restrictions. The battle tor

never brought to a

except ions In 1784 the

collapse of regulation occurred when the Jewsvirtual

The established corporations carried theletter patent.

the Jews would sell more cheaply and

The royal reply to this objection

out and out expression of the value ot competition.

Jews sold more cheaply andstated that it theI t

longer

se trourerantpub I ic

forces de dev i n i r

This expression surely reflectsque

influence of Adam Smith’s Wealth 6f Na t ions, whichthe

1776 and was

where if encouraged th e

illustration will suffice tolaissez-faire. One more

|n 1788 the bus i nessdecline of mercantiI Ism.

Toulouse expressed the same point of view as the

I esmo nopoIe,

I a

with

widely read in France

with longer credit*

show the

already existent teend towards

spite of the few, temporary
121 

to membership we have noted.

real service to the 

i'a

had been published in

successful completion in

and other merchants, "qui par

aussi industrieux et aussl economes
122

leurs concurrents."

the corporations wasmember s h i p in

credit they would render a

The great, Suc­

cessful competition ot the Jews In
120 

where

France as being "tr£s favorable^ tout ce qu [ 

/ 1 19 
liberte du commerce."

objection that

men of

were t h eo r e t i c a I I y admitted into all industries by a

was an

In the cattle

Jews when they denounced to Louis XVI "les ravages du 

ineon venients des privileges, les pertes,
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1 . ' A ,les de ga t s, I es faux frais,

suite.... , de toufesI a

We have still to inquire info the truth of the old

charge of usury, by which is meant the charging of exor-

bltant rates of interest in comparison to the usual

locality and the deliberate ruin

Naturally this ebrge cannot befhe debtor by fraud.of

levelled with In the ranksjustice at

persons engaged partially or entirelythousands ofo f

lending there must inevitably be some who extort

some who are lenientand deal

and fair. This

Carcas-I n

forced to leave and try to straighten out

h i s affairs because his debtors had duped him. I n AI -

lenders as the victimt, not the agents,Jew i s h

No complaints were ever lodged against the

of Bordeaux who lent to large merchants and humblbanker s e

On the other hand,

Jews, particualriy In Alsace, did prac-doub t

tice deliberate usury.

thirty-three per cent, on promissory notes, and twenty­

loans made in pawn, coupled with thecent, onf1ve per

a s

mo ney

125 
of fraud.

affair of the false receipts shows the

there can be no

126
The very high rates of interest,

les decouragemenfs, qui sont

a whole peopIe.

sonne wh o was

in money

was the case among the Jews of France.
124

Languedoc we hare seen the case of fhe Jew

les enfraves qui obstruent le
123 

commerce et cmmaillofcnt I ' i ndu s t r i e . "

fraudulently as well as

to pounce on him later when he could nof pay, as well

sace the entire

dishonest trick of pretending fo burn a debtor's note so

that s ome
peasants as well.

rate at any time in a
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a s

of There is, however,

evi dence ofno

and fhere are fhc facts already adduced relevant to

and Bordeaux to show that it was by

i ng our period was so largely circumscribed. "'hen ever

hostility of the established Christian corporationsthe

who

system of economic organization.n R i shmercantilisfic
Jews cOuId jo i

the army and remounts for the cavalry. Thefor

could be hawkers,poor

When we consider thisdeaI er s ,

trade open to them, it is small

wonder

fhtlr Christian debtors.

the

paucity of respectable

called a "Chr i s to­

pi i e s

who did practise

still formed what has been aptly

eye,” and practised usury on

junk dealers, peddlers, old-clothes 
127

and pawn-brokers.

a universal tendency to such practice,

jRn extenuating circumstance for those

the eight per cent. Renewal charge are all evidences

Langudeoc, Alsace,

a higher type of occupation they were met by

no means universal.

n in banking, brokerage, and selling sup-

that some individual Jews demanded"an eye for an

Jews endeavored to improve their conditions by

usury as practised bj individuals.

joining in

usury is the fact that Jewish lite dur-
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