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market days, Monday and Thursday, on the sabbath morning

and afternoon, as well as on the Festivals and semi-holydays,
the Torah was read. Tn sddition a selection from the prophets
was read on the sabbaths and festivals., The Sepiptural les-
son wag short on weekdays, festivals and semi-holydays and
only longer on the gabbeths. In no way, hovever, were the
Seriptural passages excessively long on the sabbaths. On

the festivals Biblical sections pertaining to them were read.
On the sabbaths, a system was aéopted at an early time where-
by the Torah was read in consecutive sections but without
being bound to any get ecycle.

The Torah resding was conduc ted by members of the congrega-
tion who alternnted in réading fpom the Torah. Wherever
feasible, the Torah was read in Hebrew even 1ln the Diaspora.
When necessary, the vernacular was permitted. The transla-
tion and interpretation of the Torah selection was joined

to the Torah service. As far as can be determined, the trans-
lation and interpretation were originally the same. The
translation.wés not a literal one and therefore contalined the
interpretation gimultaneously. During the period under dis-
cugsion, the interpretation and translation had already been
separated frgm one another. The exposition of the texﬁ be =
came an indeperdent iltem and the expositors did not stay
close to the wording of the text. To the interpretation,
they joined free and independent thoughts that were ger-

mane to a related theme. The details of religious practice
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