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lllJQRISlil.21 
1. Jlltfllaltlon of Te:nu 

uaed 'but bardl7 lend. tbemael•e• to ~ clear-out definition. 7or oultural an4 

rel1g1ou. 110..•enu and •ahool• of tho~ht are Un powerful rhera that uproot 

Herything on their way am depoait a oonglomeratlon of ~ d.herait1ed elemau 

aa thQ cilaoharge into the aea. ~ tr1butariea flow into the ri•er and the 

river 1n turn apl1t• into numeroua mouth• ero.!..ing their way into far off 011111 ... .t t£ 
TJua the atragglea tor religious refonna 1n Judaism and tor the b:amn1atic re-

D&iHance in Hebrew lUerature derived their impetus from •arioua sources. ab-

aorbed ~ ci1veraitled element•, and. in turn branoh•~ off into a nwnber of new 

movement•• ~ ltalim:a Jewlah renaaoence, the feyer1ah intellectual acti•it7 

ot the Jewa 1n Polazui and 1n Gal1oia ~uring the •eYenteenth and eig.hteenth oen-

turiea, the religloua and the political radioaliam of the i'renoh enoyclopediau 

aDA1 the dawn of the pol1Uoal emzioipation ot the Jews ln Ge~ and. 1n Holland 

during the ei8.bUe11t.b oentur1 were all powerful faotora tllht brougbt abo1u the 

illller revolution 111 Jewlah lit• and thought loDg betore the breaking of the 

Ghetto n.lla brought about a re..oluUon from withDUt. Theae •arioU8 etreama of 

Jenab intellectual aotivltie• oonverp in Ge~ during the laat quarter of 

the eighteenth oentu17 bringing about the •JlnlighteD111ent• movement 11b1oh left 

ita iq>r1nt upon the further development of Juda1a11 throughout the world. Lllm 

all mov ... nt•. thi• ~lightenment" mo..ement waa 1n a state of t unnoil in the 

period ot it• inception an4 only after a century ot oryatalllsation did ita 

't'&rioat component element• beoome clarified. 

~he component element• of this movemeut can be summed up as fol-

lowaa 
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1. ~. molt aga1oat the "Shulban-Araoh"• i.e •• agalnlt the narrow and 

atitllng inteipretation ot the legallatlo and ritualiatio phaaea ot 'lalmwilo 

t radi ti OJ:le 

2. ~ olamor tor aeoular eduoaiiozi aa well as tor retonna in the rellgloua 

e 11uaatlou ot tbe ohllclre1i. 

3. ~ cien9nd t or the Hthettaation ot the •1-.gog aenioea in ao.-orciaDOe l i 

with .. •tern ouuure. 

•· 'lhe eaiphaa1• on the theologioal and. philoaophioal content of Juliaiaa 

rather tball upon iU leplistio upeo\e 

petrified Rabblnio at7le of Jle'brew. 

6. Th• d..und tbat the atuq ot the Bible be ghen pre-eminenoe above all 

other Jew1•h atadiea. 

7. ~he red Ted interest in Hebrew poet.17. 

e. The aoientitio appro&Gb to the his t orioal development ot Jii<laiam. 

9. Tbe struggle tor pol1t1o&l. aoo1al ano eoonomio ema.noipation Which brought 

to an 1saue the nat1oz:al-pol1t l oal u peot ot Jwi&lam. 

a. Blmmoiatlon or it b7 th• refom mo-..nent. 

b. buion b7 the onhod.ox. 

o. ~ftirmation b7 the torerwmera of Zioniaa lilce avio. b • .UOb Baer 

'llle large maaea ot the Jewish people were u usual iw&.itterent 

to all tbeae tenu.enoie• and. aa a result the 1ntelleotuals ot t hese 'f&rioua ten- v 

cleno1ea tel t a 1dnab1p ot spirit. bet.ween the and olung togetber t o overocma the ..-

fanatioiam of t he orthodox oppoait i on. ~he int elleot uala soon began to realise. 

howner, t he wide gap tb&t exiated between t hem and the movement ot revolt begazi 

to bra.nob off into marked and d1at1not t endenolea aome of wh i ch beoame even 
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atagoDiatio to each other. Thus atter the middle ot the nineteenth oentu17 w 

find among the liberal .Tewa four diatinot +.enu.enoiea Which grew out of the general 

intellectual uphea-.ala 

1. ~he struggle tor ohil emancipation. 

2. The Scienoe of Jwiaiam. 

a. ~be Ba form movement •• 

a. aadioal. 

be 00D8eJ"YatiYee 

-'• Jimazdatio Hebrew literuure. 

tilough all th••• four texuieDCie• are more or leas interrelated. a?Ui tho"U8b ~ 

le&llers of tbeae moyemenu were alao alJo aotive i!J othera. Jet we must contiU ~ .--

ouraelvea to tbe lut two tenQ.enoiea in the moYe1nent of reYolt. namely. the moYe-

ment for a~ogal an~ ritualiatio reform.a awl Modern Hebrew literature and aee 

the interrelation of the two. 

In a general WQe it ~ be aaid that the Retonn aonment and 

the Rebrew litera17 renascence werit hand in hand in their incipiency, and that 

the latter was the vehicle of liberal religious thought in the various Jewi•h 

oentrea; ao muah ao that the orthodox leaders became antagonistic to modern 

Hebrew literai.ure juat aa atrenuoualy as they were to the Bafonn movement. It 

1a only about 1870 that theae two movements part ways on the issue of political / 

1 
nationalism (P. Smolenakin 1869). •aUonaliam became at tnat time t.he central 

thought ot the modern Hebrew wri ten While the refonn leadere were more emphatic -
than ever in their renUDOiation of it. 

2. i'recdapoaing raotora. 

~ moyement for reforms waa ohietly an outgrowth of the 

\ 
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eaa.ncipatoey etforu ot the Jen in W.atern arope. anei aa •uob. waa ohietly oODo-

cllUoneci b7 the poUUoal and. aooial 0<11c1Hiona ot the vari ous •••tern Je... V 

Yet tmre were g reat inner drhb1g force• that helped to briDg abo11t the •Berlin 
f 'tt 

llDligtlt,e-nt•. mmel7. the cilHaU•facUon ~th rigid legalism which, reigned au-

preme th_.ell in !'Gland. Ge.lloia. Oe~. and lta17. 

•• we analyse ~Hebrew literature from the ''Hl'7 .81bl1oal ti•• ,,/ 

to thi• day. we oan diaoern two d.iatinot 00111>onent elementaa the Halaaha--the 

rigid. religiou• legalhm; and. the Agad•h--tbe poetio-philosophic 1nte11>retaUon 

of Jewi•h life. ~••• two riY&l element• tenued to keep the spiritual equil1-

brium in Juci.a1am. i'or wbene'fer the latter gainea. the upper band. in Jewiab life 

t he re waa a danger of d.ial11tegration allii demoralisation, and on the ot her hand. 

when legali•m reigned. 1upreme there •• apiritual 1tagnation. 

~hua • hen the rigidity ot the "Shulhan •nioh" became t he guiding 

tor.;e in Jewiah lite dl.lriug the eignUentb. oentu17, there •&a a nar.latd. cilaaatis-

faction wi tu iaobinio ao.bolaatioi1a aa it l • manifest i n the e t hioal wora ot 

Moaea ~im J.Qaaato in ltal7.2 in the IDOYement for religioia reforms in lie~ 

anu in the Hass1dio movement in .&utern iurope. ~ugh these two religiou1 move-

manta were extremely antagoniatio to one another, t hey bad, neverthele1a. a great 

deal b c oumon tor they were both in rnolt again•t Talmuciio aobOlaaticiam and 

oasuiatey which oould. no longer aatiafy the religious longing• of the masses. 

The need for a deepened religioua conaoi oWJnees gave riae to the l!aas idio move-

ment in 1'aatern Burope ana. to tbe retonn movement in Ge~. both ot Which of-

fered the DB8aea a religion easy ot underatan~lng. Bence. in spite ot t~e great 

di~similarity between these two rel igious movements. we notioe a number of 

similarities between them. namely& 

1. They were almost contemporar'1 movements . 

. L/ 
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2. The atresa ~ the use ot the -.ernacular tor religioua purposes. 

;s. ~be revolt againn the rigidi\7 ot legali•. 

4. ~ -,pb&aia on theology and hoJlille• rather than on rabbinio oaaulatey. 

But the 1mned1ate oauae tor the aiaaatiafactlou with rigid legalism waa tbe alow 

bui, oomtant penetration of free tho•t from the land ot the rena1Hanoe wbioll --
ano. partloularl;y to iloland. ~ JewlU. aiw:lent• from Poland. equipped with rab-

binlo kno•led.ge aougbt their mecl1oal eu.uoation in hdua during the alxteenth &IUl 

ae-.enteenth oemurie• aD&i on their retun:a tbe~ became the proaalgatora of tne-

z 
thought la Polian JeWI')', wllloh wu then the greatest oentre of Jewl•h lean:atng. 

tile•• i>ollah intelleatuala on the one band, and the Hebrew poets and aoholara ot 

Ita17 on t he other, were tbe two great atreama of liberal thought 1'hioh panel 

t he ~ tor the Reform mo-.ement and for t be aoienti fio an~ hia t orio approaoh 

to Judaism in Weateni Kurope. l"Or wa.nt of a better name we aball denote these 

two at reama ot liberal thought tollowiQG the ranHoanoe aa t he •Pre-Jlenu.ela~hn- /, 

ian• periocl in Bebre• lherature (1673-1778). ~ intellectual enciea-.on of 

.:!> 
•ae• Mencielaohn and primarily those ot hi• diao iplea, •ho are uaually ialown aa 

.:s 
the -.en.a or the .Bluria t a, we •hall tenn aa the "JltmelsOhnian• periocl 1n 

Hebrew literature (17?8-181.5). 

~ lUier&tllre of enlig.titment of these two perioaa whioh pre-

oed.e<i the Beform mo-.ament in Gennaiq waa exolualvel;y in the Hebrew language, 

aince Hebrew waa the onl7 00111111011 • <i.i um for tbe Jew.ia.b intellectwa in Ji:urope 

before t.b9 eaaanolpatiou. I~ 1• to thi• literature, tberefore, tb&t we muat 

turn tor t he unden ta?Mliug ot the inner mot.hes that leu to the Betonn monment . 

~· political• aooia.l ano. eoonomio taot i:>rs that led to the 

Reform movement ln Ge~ are well known and ba"fe been tally t .reatecl alread.7 



b)' Jewlah hbtoriana. Ye17 11.ttle stud.y was ra&<le9 ho•••er, of the inner oul-

tural factors 11tJ.1oh brought about the liberal11at ion of Judaism. Atter a oare-

s 
tul ~pis, there tore, of the PN-Menuel~ohnian llebrew literature w •ball ~ 

olea~l7 see that liberal Judaiam ia not an emanoipa~ory an~ arbitrar;v oompromiae 

with Weatenl endrozment, aa it 1a uau.all1 regara.eci to be, but that it 1a a 

natural outgrowth of the c ultural 1.eucienoies in .1wai s ..J following the renaiaaaoe • 

• a. ~he Intelleotu.al Ligtita of ltal1an Je•r'J'• 

While Jua.ai•~ waa culturally on the ~eoline waring the alxteenth 

auci. H'fenteenth oenturieE. ~ waa in cian8er ot beooming a petrlfiecl legali• 

eatrangeci from the aoientltlo am artlat.ic mo•emanu of 'leatern JN.rope, the Jewish 

liberal thought found its asylum in ll.al1• ~ougb the ohil oond.itiona of the 

l'talian Jewa '1ur1ng that tU. were •er, a.eplorable, 1et t he Jewish acbolara there 

were able to reaoh a high plane of intellectual cie'felop:1111nt. It aeemed aa tbuusti 

they had fallen t-.pora17 heirs to the culture of the Spanish exiles. Here the "" 

aoientifio and philoaoph1o spirit, as well as the poetic genius of the Spa.niah 

.Tewa, oontinued to be n.uraed tor nearly three centuries until they we re tram- v 

planted later ou to Ge!'Tll&Jl1 and ?oland, and finally to !iuaala, Thia period ot 

Hebrew literature baa not been given due attention tbo~gb 1t is or outmoa\ 1m-

portanoe t or the atu~ of the liberal ten1.Lenoiea in Jw.aism oi' the nineteenth 

century anu of Batorm Judaism iu pa rticular. ?or the intluenoe o! Italia.a .JeYfr7 

upon the latter was twotolch tbrough uJ.reot encouragement. ano. 1ntenent1'1n ot 

the Ita lian acholara and. communities uuring the a~ruggle ot Betorm Juu.a1811l in 

~1.'f'/J&'D;/;6 anci inciireotl7 by the infl uenoe they exert ed on the Poli&h students '"" 
6 

in Italy 'ldlo in turn were to become the torerunnera o f t.be D9rlin Raskalah. 

~he phenomenal intellectual aahievemeut an~ tree t hougb.t or the 
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Jew in l taly ma7 be aooounteu. tor iD. aeve r::al ways a 

1. 'tbe age ot Aulte and. J?9traroh could not but exert a · pro!owa.ci influence 

in Jewish o1rolea, ana. both ot theae Italian luminariea oalled forth a number 

of iml t_aiiom trom Be brew poetl. 

2. Jatapite papal bull• and canonioal di1or1m1nat1ona, Jews ln Italy aaaoo-

1.ateci with Ohri1tians1 benoe, the Jewa were able to •bare ln the higb level of 

Itallan oulture. Furtbenaore, the revival of 1ntereat in the atudiea of ancient 

Greece and Bolll atlmulated the atucly of Blbliaal literature, an11 thUI amicable 

relations were established between Jewish and Christian aoholara. 

~. Hebrew print113g •• tint be~un in haq. B1 t he 1ear 1500 Jlebrew p reaaea "" 

had been set up in Biggio <il Calabria ana. laplea in tbe ~outh, as well as 1D 

Pieve d.e Saaco, Malltua, Parrara, j)Ologna, :&me, So~cino, ~aaal, Uaggaire, Brea- :.-
7 

olo, »arco, &nil el•e•nere in the lorth. 

•· .Driveu trom Gel"IUJl;J an11 from ~olano. b¥ penaeoutlona, lll&D¥ learneci ro.ob1a 

&DCl ~almwiht.a emlgratea. to Italy anu. revH&liae<l Je~hh learning there. 

All theae were a.etemining taotora that maa.e Italy the home of 

liberal Jewiab tnoupt imcea.iately after tbe great ~panish oent.re •• broken ap 

by the ezpulaion. lt 1a here in Ital1 tnat we mua t aeelc the aee<is of revolt 

againat the rialcl Babb1niam that beamed. in the freedom of phlloaophio an4 aoien-

t itio thinkiDB i n Judaiam. We muat, therefore, first ghe a brief treatment 

or the poat-reuaiasance Hebrew literature of Italian Je•'f'¥ in order to eatabliah 

the link bet-ween the tree-thought of t he Spanil.U pel"iod and t.he "enligh tment" 

movement in Ge~. 

The til"'St outstanding Jewish scholar in Italy who continued the 

11ber~l and soientific apiri t of t he Spanish Jewish s~holars was Azariah Ben 

lloses .Aei Rosal, He was born in Mantua in 1610 (or 1514) an~ aied in 1578, 



.&arly in lite. h• became exceptionally proficient in Hebrew, Latin and Italian 

literature. Re also at.aiecl madioine. aro.heoloa. history, Greek a.ru1 .Boman 

antiquitiea, and. Christian eooleaiastioal hia~ory. Hia outatandiQb work ia hi• 

"Mlor ~11m• (llNatua l67S-5), ~he moat important 1a the aeoom part of thia .. 

work eziti tl•4 "l JLre-lSiDAb"• ~· •bole 1'0rk 1a pemea1.e'1 With a thorough acien-

tltio spirit ancl with a liMnl attituue to tnwition. l"or our purpoae th• 

ele"fezit.b oha.pter of hi• •lmre-Binah• ii of t.be greatest iutereat beoauae in it o. 

sought to point out tbe oontnM.liotioDS that exist bet•eezi some of to. beliefs of 

"the ~alnudiata and. the prO"te<i reaulta ot 1c1ent.i:fio reaearo.b. In bi• lntrod.uot-

8 
ion to thla obapter :Dill Roa&i boldlJ &Hert a that it i• no reflection upon the 

wisclom of the aagea if their belie fa of ol<l are oont raulcted by later acienUtlo 

inveatigationa, because the latter, unlike the interpretations of the Bible, are 

not to be baaed on tr&Qition but on aUonal reaearob. But thia bOld attitude 

tomlrd.a tradition oalled forth ?JIUl1 crltloiama on the part of his contemporaries, 

8llCl De1 Rosal bad to c ontend not onl~ with impartial oritics but "1th the at-
9 

taolta of tans. tic• Who c onsidered hia "Meor ~nay1m" an heretical work. 

J.nother great landmar'k in Jewish liber al thought waa Judah (Leon) 

ot Uociena. Re waa a Cle•oend.ant of a prominent .Prench family anci was a dia-

tinguishe{l scholar, rabbi, anu. poet. Be was born at Vienna iu 15'71, and d.ied 

there 1n 1648. He _. e<iucat e<1 by outstanding JeWish am Italian naaters and 

at an early age he wa~ verae4 not only i n Hebrew ar.w in Baobiuic literature but 

was also conversant wi t n the olass i c s an~ possessed a tair lm.owleQ88 of matbe-

matica, philoaop~ an4 D&.1."11'&1 hia1.ory. ~ere waa, however, oue weakneas in the 

make-up ot thia highly gifteo.i. y outll--tn e lack ot a stable character. Be iDg of 

a poetical temperament, he li•ed upon his emotions, an~ thia accounts tor hla 

maey inconsistenc ies 1'bioh brougjlt abo1.1t a large s.uare of hla mid>rtunes in lite. 
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J.tter the ~eath ot hla father (in 1592) be settled at 'W'e.nioe where be waa ap-

pointed aa a member of the rabbinat e and as a preaoher (1594). In the latter 

oapaclt7 he •• eapeoially 1ucoess tul. for bis audresses in Italian attraote4 

large aud1.e noe1 including Ohrlatian prleau and noblemen. Bia auooeeaea ae u 

orat or and poet won tor him the ooneideration of the Ohriatian eoholas t1o world. 

anci admitted him to the h igheat Vene t ian ci rcles. 1bese contaota with the in~ 

tellectual world macie h lm feel 'keenly the rigid Umhadous of the rabbinic lawa. 

and. this no doubt acoou.nta for hi• nt•olt 96'&1.n.Bt the wurow legaliam of the 

rabbis of hi• u.... ln hi• oor:mentar;y to bla "aOl"k "Betl!l Yehudah" (Venice 1636) .,, 

11hioh i• a oolleotlon of hagMlOth amitteo. in tile "Bu Ya'altob", n• point• out the 

<liftereuoea between the l"eligioua cuatom9 of the Jen in Palestine and of thOM 

living in other aotmtriea. snowi13g thereb)Y that the rabbi• and aaholars of &Ill 
10 

periou. have the right; i.o moo.itJ ~lmwilo inatltutiona. 

tJJ ),N~ V');,1£; ~ /'/-!..) / > ..JJur 6r Ole;~/ Jr_J/I ~/_.,rr ~_, .. 
-Ai-"f? .IJ ~ J!,/ 1 J)i~1?14)/ /"'!f,.s> .I~ /i°i.,1 )/, ._/Jj/,1/,,i / ,t 

/J $) .,-V'l> {J>/~ir i)~ ;_/~ /,/') ~~ _;fi ·)J.#,A4 A ';),1lt@ 

( /,,. ;'4 . ~~.r t) '?7 '5>1£- r>!/ /f'J IJ ..,1) /,/11 S) 1.N...Jb /,f.#~ .Plr 

Hi• greatest attaok against tradition ls to be found in h1• 

paeudOD11DOUS wortc "lCol Sakal"• '?be work d1aplaya, as lsaac Se,gglo 1aya, in the ... 
~ 

introduotton t o this book, originality of thought and tr~edom of express i on, the 
11 

like of wh1oh wae ne•er displayed in Rabbinic 11 terature. 
-,. 

In the f irst treatise 

ot thia wortc be submit.a i.be theological dotpaa ot Jw.iaism to a or1tical an&l)'sla. 

For our purpose, however, the secon~ treatise ls of i.ne outmos t importance, for 

t iJere we tlnd tor the f irs t time a bold and. rau.ioal criticism of t he rabbinic 

interpretation of the Law. lie oontena.s that, like the Karaites, t ne rabbi• 

12 
often tolloweu tbe le t ter o f the Law to t he neglect of t llle spirit. Be aaserta 
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13 
that tbe use of the ~laoiriH 1• not oon. .. anaeci by Biblical law, that the 

operation ot oirownciaion ia not performed in the manner prescribed. and Ul&t 
14 

ita raboinioal interpretation is often in aireot opposition to the Law. Be 

also olaime that there waa no oa.nonioal traci.1.tional interpretation before .AnUg-

onua. a.a it 1• aeen from the exlueme ot T&rioua aecta '-Luring tbe time of the 
16 

aecond ~eq>le. 

ln th.e third treatise he enumerate• the la• 111bioh must be re-

tormecl in order to br1Dg t.ae lat.er Jwiahm into hamon,y W1 th the Law anc.1 render ii 

apiritual a.DA. Biblical. Re propoaea the aimplltioation ot the prayers and of the 

aJD&gOgal aervicea. the abolition of m~ ru ... the rela.u.Uon of Sabbath and 

festival laws. of ~aoTer regulations. and even ct the ritual tor the 1Ja3 ot 
16 

Atonement. Paa t iJlg ahoulcl not be carried beyond the ord.1 nary physical and. 

sp iritual powers of the individual concerned. ~he dietary laws should. be almpll-

tied. ~he prohibition aga inst drinking wine With people of other creed.a should 
17 

be abolished.. 

!'huugh this work of Jlollena is not of i nt. r1nsic value. 11. had. a 

great influence upon laaao &. le~io who later on became a leading apiri t i n the 
18 

Biuriat moTement. and alao in the early struggles tor moderate refonna. Gen-

erally apealt1ng. thia work aervea a• a stimulus to freedom ot i n'test1gat1on 

and to aoienti tic researoh in the accepted J.ogmaa an" traai ti ons, ana thus paved. 
19 

the •y tor the his i.oric 10.bool in tbe Betorm movemeni. 

~o quot e Baggio from his introu.waion to tbe 11B'hinat H&-k&bal&A"a 
20 

y11,6} .JJt)i) I \IJ I JA " !J'/r ~ -t1 /J jf>'4r rN/ /r,(,.; A.A-"'.j'k/?-/• 
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And though thia work waa bitterly att aokea. by auoh men as ~. 

21 
». Luuato, 11fho cieolare<i him to be an avoweci eneJD,1 of MJ.ahna and •ralmud, he 

•s stamio.bl7 a.efell4el.l b7 -'.bratulll Geiger, who cieolared Medilna to be au honest 
u 

and fer..rle aa ob&mp1on ot tnrth. ~up .UOUD& •~poaecil1 retuteo. \his heret- " 

/li_ 23 ~ 
ioal work by anotber one entitled "Sb&~t Ar)'eh• / U ia ~ualq accepted b7 

aoholars that be cil <l ao in order to oonoeal more thorougtily the authorship of >/ 

2• 
toe tirat. Of still greate.r importazice i• hia work "ui •obem" in which .be 

•ouent to combat lilat ~ ot.her liberal thinkers of hia age the apirit ot the 

Kabala, as well aa some of the exaggerated practices Whioll it lntroo.uced. into 
2& 

the later Jud.al••• 

Jrotewort~ among t he liberal thinkers of that time was also 

Simon (Simcba) Lussato (1680-1663 ) who shared the rabbinat e ot Venice w1 t n Leon 

de Uouena. ~ough be ell a. not ccmt r1 bute anything worth while to the prog ress 

ot free-thought in Hebrew literaLure, his seoular eruu.ition and the liberty of 

his sp1r1 t w.hio.h are manifested in his 1 tali an writ ings a re indioaLive ot the 

api::-i t of the time. ~o quote Uargolia and Marx, 1-rhough for the time the 

s truoiure of t radi tion stood solid anu the uep ressed ininds rouno. so l aoe in the 

ve17 unreasonableness of lllJSt i oism, tnis criticism of the Jew'& i nnetmos L self 

... 
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&n11 the halloweci tr&G.ition8 ot Jewiab life 1D •bioh the t wo Venetian rabbla 

e~u., toreall&uoweu. the internal conflict 11.b.ioh was to burat oui. a oentu17 
26 

later.• 

It ia, there fore, not to be wond.erea. at that the oraule of Jloci.el'll 

Hebrew literature ia to be toUJ:Xl in ltalJ• A.a •e ab.all aee later on, the freeclom 

of religious thought anci the rena1as&110e of Hebrew literature went hand 1n han4 

in eve17 .a;uropean c ount f'1 C1uring the eigbteenth and nineteenth oenturiea; 80 

muob 80 that the tirat oannot be t reated. without the latter. ~ua, beginning 

with the ae'fenteenth century, IJllUl1' at tempts were made i n Italy to emancipa te the 

Hebrew language from the forma and 1<ieaa of \he :.t1ci<ile ~8. 'lbese attempts 1m-

parteCl a certain degree of d istinct ion to the Hebrew literature which later on 

sened as the model tor the literary renaissance in Uennan,y, Galicia and rol&nd.. 

It 1a only when we ltear these tacts 1n mind that we are able to una.erstancl t he 

apiJ&&rance in I t aly of a literary phenomenon such &8 ~osea Bav'im Luzzato, tlbo 

waa a relit:ioua phUoaopb.er, a Oabalill, an1.1 a t the 8&me time a poe 1. an<l a 

linun&Uat of a mociem •t!'J'P• ~ though we O&lLJOt oonaid.er him i n a a triotly v 

religioua aenae aa a torerw.wer of the liberal movement in Judaism, ye t be waa 

auob in a literal"1 8enae. i'or 1t .a be •ho was t.he 1'1rat to tear ~una.er 1.b.e 

onaina that hampered the e'folu.tion of !Mbre• li t era .. ure bJ overthrowing the 

beavy anu artificial •rablo 1'b1m9, a.nu., t o a g reat extent, also tne ineter u.ncier 

\),. '1i-
Whio.b. the Hebrew poeU baQ laboreu ai~e the uaya of "!9-a.b. l bn Labra'• Hence, 

it ,.. he •ho bad given the t1 rat impulse to motie n:Uam in the Hebrew literature, 

the fruition of which waa the l:laakalah movement liuring and alter the ti:ne of 
2'1 

Menu.elaohn. 

lloaea Hayim Lussato was born in Padua in 1707, d ied at Acre in 

1747. He l.L8•oended from a family oelebrated for i t s rabbinio acholare and men 
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ot lettera Which it baci gi-.en to Jud&ism. B"1s eduaat.ion waa atriotly rabbiuio, 

though be also reoeived a thorough training in Latin and in other la:o.guagea . 

Early ln his ohilclhooci he was initiatea. into the m;vsterlea ot the i'abala.h, and 

this served aa a atlfling influenoe to hi• poet1o talents . But ~almud and m;ys-

Uoilm alone a.id not aatiaty LU&s&to '• veraatlle min<i., &%lCl while he p~ue<l t ueae 

stuo.iea n.e alao beoame aoquainlieJ. with the Hebrew poetry ot the lUa.u.J.e Ages and. 

with tb.e Italian literature ot hia own time . In the luter acoompliahment Uea 

hia s uper1or1t1 to the Hebrew aaholara of other cowitriea of that tim co were 
28 

an~ ott t rom e-.ery ou.tdu.e intl1J.enoe anu. hela. tui. to obsolete fonna anei id.eaa. 

~ thowgh LQma&\O '• tame waa primarily that of a poet, <iramatiat ana. lCabaliat, 

yet tor our purpose we m!Wt ~•ell Chiefly on an ethical work 'ft\ich he publishedY" 
29 

while in Aiutenuam, entitleci "Seter A&uat leahari.m" (174'0). '.fhia work ia 

important tor ua both tor 1U st1le &nd content. ·~• •t1l• 1a aimple, lucid and. 

euct; at times beautitul an d. poetic, which presen ts such strildng .;ontrast to 

the prevailing style ot hi• time, whiah was so dry ana corrupt. Beoause ot th•••~ , -
merit a alone thia won oould be oonsidered as indicative of the new spirit in 

Judaism. But it 1s such still ~ore by rea•on of it• content. ·~e whole •ork 1• 

a poetical and emotional treatise of the Jewiah conception of piety 'llfhich Lus-

sato conceived as the yean1lng for simple and J 1rect can.~u.nion with God 1n tho~t 
30 

and i n action. ~is work bad a great i nfluence in ine reaction against the 

oasuistio oomnentariea an11 supercournentoriea ou Lhe coo.es, which was the chief 

int ellectual p reocoupation of t he time. It beoame partioularly popular among 

the adherents of the Bass1~1c movement which, as mentioned be f ore, w~s but 
31 

another manifestation of the rev~lt aga~nst t he for:_resses of rabbinic legalism. v'" 

.It wu no less a.dmirea by t.he most oitter OP!-'onen ta of Hass1o.iem. It ls tola. 

ot t ae G&on of Vilna t aat. wuen ue reao. this book ne became so entranced by it 
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cnat he uolai•cl, "lt Lupato were s till alive 1 wo wld ban -.lad on toot io 
~ 

him in orcier to learn f rom Jlim ethics aoo. mor&l1t1.• 

ftDally , the oon.lectiii8 link betweeu t oe &piritu&l renaiaaanoe 

in Italy an<l tbat ot Ge:nll&JV we find in laaao Samuel BeBd•. known 1.n Hebrew 

lUerature as "taahar•. Be ia, howe•er, so oloaely relaud to the aothities ot 

the Biuriata, ot tbe Haalcalah and of the science of Judaism in the beginning ot 

the nineteenth centu ry that we will have to deal with him in oonneotion with 

'tuese moYementa. j.a an i?ldication of the liberal spirit in I talian Jewr':f, it 

11 worth mentioning that the first school to aaopt the retonn p ro jects of v 
£, - 3 3 

Hartwig Weaaely were those ot triest, Venioe ano. i errara, 

~Oland an4 Lithll&Dia o.uring the sixteenth oentury became the 

grea teat ant.L moat iq>ortani centre of Jewiah lite. .a&ri»g that period this 

a pi ri i;ually. ~ Jewa of rol&nd. were not tied ~own to money-le~ing or pett7 

ir&Q.e1, tll8y were act i vel)" eng&geCl i n varioua ino.uatriea, aa p roa.ucera ancl 

-.nufacturera. Wealtbl ti e•• tarmeo. t ne 1.olla ano. t.ne excise, a nu were frequent~ 

employeu a1 financial agents of the orown. Jewish caphalista worJCe<i sa1' 

mine• or uealt i n timber, a11d. Jewish rne~.tiant exporte<l agrarian proo.uou ot t he ~ 

oolllltry beyond t.be border. The poore~ classes were tracle rs, craftsmen or tillera 

of the soil. .Aa a result of these fav orab le eoonomio conditions , the i nner 

life of tbe .Jews of Poland. aud Lithuania reached a height auoh as was sustained -

in the ot.her oentrea a t tbe heyday of thei r exi a t enae. Rauoation became wia.ely 
34 

diffused t here, an<l scholarship was h i ghl y prised. Hence, Pol&nd. and 

Lithuania gra<iually became the cynos ure <J f tbe '11almudic world. an<i the asylum of 

toe 'J.'Ora.h . The fame of the .?oliab abbia reac.aeti. uis tant l ani.Ls anei questi ons of 
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Jewiah rUual ana Law •re aulmitted to tnem tor a.ecision trom distant coam1111i-

ties in Italy. Ge~ anci Bohemia. However, the 'J.'al mud.ic an1.1. raobinic atuq 

of tbe Law. absorbing <> a it u.io. the best mental ener gies ot ~oliab Jew179 len 

but little room tor the otner branches ot literary endeavor. Among the d.arhlg 

•awimmera in the ~alrn.ulic ocean• there were but te• w1 th o.eeper spiritual long­
J6 

inea lltlo evinced an interest i u queatio~a of philoaop~ and acience. 

find uoaea laaerl••• tne •Bemo• (1520-1572) and ilOrd.eoai Jatta (d. 1612) dabble 

in religioua philuaopb.J. ~houp tbeir pbiloaophio graap wu au,perl'ioial. aa ,.. 
~6 

oan aee from their aom:oentariea to tne "Guicie• ot ilaimonidea, 1et they ahow &D 

intlmac7 wH.b Ui• philo1oph10 literat ure ot the Sepb&ni.im Wllioh waa wiuaual in 

their time. ~ favorite book ot the theologian.a ot that periocl was "4can.m•, 
the a~tem ot dog11&Uo Jwlaiam toraulated b7 the oonaenative Sepbardlo t hinl<ISr, 

.Joaeph .A.lbo, Oommentaries to th11 book we r e written bJ Jaoob &:appeln:an ot .Sreat-
i ;J. 37 38 J,.-

~,Va)C and b7 Gedaliab LlfshU.a ot Lublin. 'lhe former delved deeply into 

the knowledge of mathematic• tor be believed tbat th rough l t it was possible to 

prove the exiatenoe of Goel and the correlation of all phenomena. The lat ter waa 

more inolineo. toward metap!J¥sios anu etllioa. ? ree research. howeve r. was 1m-

possible where t.raditiou reigned a~reme. For the ao..:epted view then. as voiced. 

b1 Joel Sirlat• (d. 16'0). ohief raboi ot O~ow, was ~bat phil osophy was t he 

mother of all heresies. and tb&t ,,he 'Ibo become• infatuate~ wi t h phi l osophy and 

aoieuoe ano. negleota the aeoret wiselom of the .Kabalah b Hable to e.xoolllllwiloa.-

tion &n<l h&a no pl.ae among the fai mtul. The only excep t i oua were the ~ale-

iana 1110 on account ot their profession recei ved a secular e~uoation at the 

universiti••• i'ormerl)' the J ewish ~aioiana of Rolanct were nat.ive aJ eitller of 

Spain or Italf, but aa early as the first part of the li%teenth oentur.v i beae 

foreigners were ri~aled by native Jewiah Ph¥&ioians who Lravelled f r om ?oland 



-16--

to iadD& tor tbe apeoial purpose of reoehing a med.ioal training. tileae tr1pa 

to ltalJ" became •er,y frequent &nQ the number ot Polish Jewlah atudenu there _. • 

on the 1noreue down to the eighteenth centul'J• .la alreaq atated., the•• •tucient• 

who were equipped wlth ~almudio knowledge, with Italian humanistio thought, ancl 

•itb a tu1llarit7 with Sephardic J e•ieh culture u preserved by the Italian 

J eWl'J, uabered in a new sp1r1 t 111 llo rthe m Burope long be f ore the Haskalah period. 

'lhua we find in !>oland an11 Li thua:ola towarda the euel ot the sixteenth and in the 

bet 1nn1ng ot the •e•enteenth centuries liturgical poe t • an~ grammal'i&na along 

Sepharaio linea, S~h were Sphraim ot 1Celm, Jos eph of .i.obrin, Solomon Zamosoa, 
&9 -

ana. S~ttai Kohen. ~be laat 1a also known aa the outstanding logician of 

bis time anci aa a ney truatwortq historian. Ria "lllegill&h '£iah", written in 

clas~io aebrew, i• a •aluaole aouroe ot infonnation concerning hi• time. Hi• 

secular attai.umenu won for him the esteem ot tne roli•h nobilitJ. Indicathe 

of tne spirit of the Ume i • the l:lebrew-Uerman-balian-1.&tin ... iTenoh •otioua17 

"6at&h !erurah" (Rragu.e 1660) b1 the eminent t&lmucilat, Kathan Ranno•er, so .a 
40 

o f .?oliab origin, ~he person •no tw11'1ea 'bes" the enligbtmen t of the .?oliah 

Jewa ot the ae••nteeuth century 1• ~obia Oohn (1662-1729), He wes an eminent 

medical authority, and he practiced meciicine at D.Mneta~odolak. Be la inter-

eating for our purpose beoau~e he nark:B the close of the old and the begi nn1Dg 

ot the new era. Be was tam1l 1ar w1 th nine langu&ges, and he eclited an enoyolo-

ped1a in Hebrew "lla'aaeh '?obia" (Yea1c e 1'10'1). ~his 1'0r1c ts divided into eight 

parts devoted to theology, astronom,y, pbarmaoy, hyg iene, venereal diseases, 

botany, oosmolog, am ahem1stey. Tobia Cohn was no t only a great soientist and 

scholar but also a champion of enlightment and. an opponent of superst1tloua 
41 

beliefs in miracles. 

It ia thua t.aat t he soil tor enligntment was prepared in ~oland 
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during the aennteenth century. It 1• only after the Glnelnitak;y maasacre• 

il:iat 1.be intellectual progress ot Poli•,h JeW'f7 wu hiWlerecl. Uzlly then clid Rab­

binl•m beoome •~oll1JDOua with rigori•m. t he ooercion of witolcl customs bec11111e 

unbearable. anu. the apirU ot JUQ&iam became loat in a het<p of innmnerable rit••• 

j.Dd. t.bvugll the progreas ive em,poveriab.me:nt of ~oliah Jewq in the beginning ot ~ 

tile eighteenth oeutur~ eQgemere(l great aufterlllg, &n<l thougb their spiritual 

lite waa at a low ebb, &D.Cl though the mental <iepreaaion <iro-Ye ~ a aan to 

aJ¥•tioiaa, yet tne aeeu of intellectuality were still there anci ti. insUtutiona 

ot learning •lowly resalnecl aome ot their former Ylgor. It i• thUI that we find. 

at thi• perlocl suah an intellectual giant aa El1Jah Vilna (1720-1797) • Jmown 

as the Gaon ot Vilna. and 111bo ,.. unquesti onably one or the greateat t&lmllCllo 
'2 

acnolara a1noe the clo•e of the ~almud. For our purpose it 1a of extreme 1m-

portanoe to note the versatility of Blij&h outsiJe of almudic learning. which 

1n'1icates t.aat tbe ~ssion for acienti!ic resea rch &n~ tor secular lcnowledge in 

Poland was not ~uencheci even w r ing the a.ar;mst periods Which folloWeQ tbe 

C.hmelnitalq masaaorea. 611Jah Gaon was not only a ~reai talmu~iat but he was alao 

a Cabaliat, g ramnariw:i. philologla\, &nCl mathematician. He strove to maa the 

'ralmuti more attraot h• by malcillg 1U acquia i t1on easier au<i by placing U. s atuc4' 
43 

on a more ac1enUt1o baa1a. Am at a time wnen tJle hig.11 ret,ral'\i tor antiquit1 

p r0C1ucea. a belief in the 1ntr.ll1b1l1ty or t.lie rabbis of f ormer generationa 

lRiahonim) and vben most ot tbe sc.bolan waatea. aays ~nd nigbta i n reconciling 

~ift1oult1es wbioh no logi~ ooulti oarmonise , ~Ae U&on of Vilna c.tlu. not refrain 

trom ma1d?J8 ritualistic n1fonu. ~be talmuuiats be declareu. we re not infallible. 

:tl.very one ua1 interpret tae lilab.Da in a.::corwmce wit.b reason, even it the 

interpretation be not in keeping with the tr&Qi t ional meaning as ovnstrueQ b7 
44 

the Amoraim. While all bis contemporaries Were boWld band and foot by the 

innU1?1eralJle regulations prescribed by the "Shulban Aruk"• the Gaon established 
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the iJJ!porta.nce of religious custom• (minhagiml aooording to their antiqult7 

or primithillm. regaN.big thoae llbioh have originated si.aoe the ooditi oation 

of the Shulhan Anlt aa not binding at all; •hosa which have bet3n a dop ted sinoe 

o;he Talmudic perlOd to be •W>Jeot to change by oommon consent; 111bile those of 

"° the Bible and. ~almWi were to him !wiciamental anci unalterable. 

fh9 Ge.on'• greatest oontr1but1on ~o the enlightment ot t he nin•-
teentb cent1ll7 waa hi• aeYere oritioism ot the e~uoational system among the Jews 

of his Y.a:8• tile mania for ca.iat1not1on iu rabbinioal learning plungea. the chilci 

into t.oe mases ot ~almud.ic casuiatey as soon ~:. he cuula. reaci; frequently he 

naO. not reacl tne Bible or nua.iea. tbe rurdmeuta ot g ramA&r. '.i!.be Gaon insisted 

tnat e•e~J one ahoalu tirat master Lhe twenty-!012.r .ooo.c:a ot the ~ible, tnen 

et,ymolo~, proaod3 aw:&. ayntu. t hen t.b.e ai~ c.llviaions ot t he aiabDa with the 

important oocmentariea and. t.be euggeaud emend.ationa, &wt tlnaUy tbe 'ialmua in 

gellBr&l "1thout wa.atiug much time ou pilpul \'tbioh bri!lga t o JM> practical results. 

~hi• course ot a,yatematic atuc4' the Ge.on outlined anioh e ,,.~lier than di d. Wessel7 
4'1 

which made such a great stir in Germe.~. Pu.rthe?'-

more. the Gaon exhorted the Talmudists to study aecular aoi enoea and he set t he 

example by writing no t only on tbe moa t important Biblical. ~'almuaic and 
48 

Oabaliatio subjeots but alao on aigeb%1l• geametr,v. as tronorny. ano. g rammar. 

Another gr eat contribut ion to enlit;htment waa his scientific ana. philological 

approach to tne a tu~ of Talmwtic anQ. .taio.rashi c te~ ta. .li,y his c r1 t ical exam in-

ation or those teita, be waa able to overthrow ve ry often by a slibht textual 

erriena.ation all the casi lea in the air which were erecteu 'by his predecessors. 

He also e:&norteci his frienua &lM.\ ~upils to yursue this simgle but sound. me thod 
49 

ot atu~. hci though during his lifetime tbe ~on cou lc.l not entirely cnange 

the eciucational system in vogue. yet he aervecl aa an 11.llpetus ana enoouragement 



- .. li--

to tne liberal• in 1'&8tern an<l iJ). 'lenern Au.rope i n their eftoru to apread mow-

leage ami enligJltment mnong the masses. 

~Au.a from the ti:. .. ot luarlea to the time of the Gaon there waa 

an unbroken intellectual chain of muter miJlolia in Poland anci. in Li thu&Jl1a, mich 

guarded J udaism agai nat the dangers of obaourantism and 1'bich laid t he found.a-

tiona of Jewiah leaniing, the fruition ot Wbiob wu t he literar:y movement iolown 

a• "Die '111aen1ohaft dea Jude11tbum.11t in i:ialicia, Italy and Ge~. Wbtoh in 

turn had a cleoid.ed in!luenoe on t he uevelopment of Betorm Judaism. .For in the 

end of the eighteenth oentu11, either because of eoonomic ocmd.ition.s or beoa.uae 

of i ntellectual thirst, tnere was a perennial iliflu.x of roliah scholars to 

Oerm&D.¥• ~e relig1o.a &n'1 eo.ucational posi tiona in t he moa t prominent ooillDUll-

11. ies or Ge~. as well aa ot J.us cria, from tne lowly "melamU.im" to the honor-

a ble chief rabbia, beoame tille~ almost exclus ively by Polish soholars. It is 

enough to name but a few ot the rabbi• liiat •sekiel Landau of ~ra0-ue, Pbineba& 

Horowitz of l'ranktun on toe al.&ln, h ia brother Sbmelita ot Moravia, A&ron Bieri 

Borowiu ot .oerlin, Who •ere all emig rant$ ot £'olanl.l anU. woo became the outatan<i-
60 

illg religious figlU"e& in GenD&ll¥ and in io.b.emia. 

One of the moat outstanding figure• among tboae 111110 brougi t in 
C>l 

~oliah learuiilg into Ge~ •a.a Israel J&oaea Halevl of zamoaos (c. 1700-1722) 

eo waa the inatruotor of 1lo1e1 Memels~hn. anc:L of whom Less i ng aaia. in a let .. 

t er to the lat ter that he waa "one ot the f irst to a rouae a love for aoienoe 
52 

i n t he heart• of Jewa." Zamoaoz waa a great ~almuuis t, mathematician an<i a 

atuaent of ao ienoe, and was one of the lec turers in the Yesbibah or Zamosos. 

lie was a versatile ,.rite r an<i in h1a 'Y& rious workS, ·Rbicb be wro te in Hebrew, 

he ~!splayed a wide 1mowleut;e of Habbinics, relig i ous philosophy &11(1 secular 

sciences . Ko less prominent as ~ransmit ters of ? olian Jewish learni nt: to 

-
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Ge rmany wer e Solomon atbuo, 1'bo beoa.me a p rominent co-woncer in tbe acthhiea 
63 

ot t he .6i11risu an<l of the lleQ.a f imc a nd Solomon .l&aimon, the brilliant but un-

foriunate philosopher. Both ot them were tea.ohera i n the house of 1.&euelel:ohn 
~ 

Bence, we aee how two Jewish intellectual 011rrents, one from 

Ita11, the other from lilast-•ort.bel'D AUJ'Ope, oonverge in Gel'lllt.Jl¥ o.uring the la.n -----
quarter of the eigilteenth oentu.ey am a.ue to favorable eoonomio and. poli.tioal 

condi tions t hese ourrenta helped t o bring a bout an era of enlightmeni, the 
K 

reform movement behig oue of 1 ts off ahoota. 

{\) 
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II 

DI lll • mm * 11 GER!MU 

1. General ObaraoterlaUoa. 

!he reform mo•ement in Genn&IJ¥ was not pr 3lma r111. aa h 1a uauallr d\ 
oonoeheci to be, a oonaciou..a emauclpat ory effort to gain polhical am aooial 

p i.ai. ige. It is true that there were later maD1' retormeira eo bad \bat aim 1A 

de• but that doea not throw azcy retleotlon upon the _!efe>rm mo'9cent as a whole, 

tor it 1a th• nature of •'"17 mo•ement to at\raot follo•••ra to aherse t1!>9• an4 
. - -

llOtbea. •y •a.a tbe reform mo•ement a oozwoioua effol'\ to unaUonaliae Ju.dais• 

u it 1a uauJ.11 aooepte'1 b7 j)ro-retoma u •ell aa b7 am;i-retorm writers on 

an etbnio enthJ and. ot "mtiomli•• aa of a oultur&l allegiance to that entit7 

1a an outgrowih ot the pol1tioal upheaval in ~ope atte ir 1848, a Aalf oentu.17 

after the rise ot the l'8 tom mo•ement. 

lt w app roach the reform moHment in Genaiq from a purel1 his-

torlc point of •1••• we wlll flnci tbat tonrd.a the end o:r the eighteenth oentur;v 

and in the beglnniDE. of t he nimteenth 1 t ,.,.. ohietly au unconacioua outgrowth, 

I 
ore. pbaae, of the cultural emancipation ot Gem.an Jewr7. This same emauoipatlon 

took place aooner or later 1n ne17 Kaat-Buropean oounu:, , but 1t ezpreaaecl u-

ael f there in different t oniis oonditioneci bf different &Qoial . political anci ...,.. 
.y 

economic oondi tioua of each coWltl7, anu. b1 the preva.ili1ag phlloaoph1o movements 

ot the time in 'llhich this "&walmning" too&: p laoe. 

That the _!:!form movemen t in Ge~ wae pl"imarily an out6rowth of 

a cultural movement anu. not a s a means to emancipation o:r <lenationalbation oan 

be proveJl not ouly t rom inte rnal e-.10.enoe from the lltel'lature of the time but 

alao t rom external evi(.Lence. ~be J'renoh J e wey went m11ob farthe r in o.eeda an4 1n 

worda to renowice the so-c&lleci "llationalis t io" aspect of Jull&ism, ,et it '1icl 
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not g ive rise to a reform movement. lnateaCL9 it bave birth to a most petrified. -
1 

olerical orthocio~. !rhe same ia true ot the Jews of Qlgl&n<1 to a leaaer ~ 

tent. On the othe r oanu. it i• an established tact t hst the ".8erl1Jl liasltalah• 

&ioh waa promulgate'1 b7 the earl7 ~formers in l.el"1Dan7 t o\Dlci a moat favorable 

reaponae in Galicia and 1~ ~oland Where lm8Zloipation and ~•nationalisation ot 
2 

Judaism waa not an iaaue at all. These faota prove moat oonolualvely that the 

reform 1DOTement wu mothatec1 primarily by .inner cultural need.a rathe r than by 

mere pressure from w1 t.bout • 

But tbeae extenl&l facts will be later on corroborated b7 1nte~ 
3 

nal eddenoe1 tl"om the 11tera17 s our>0ea of the movt1nent . .8etore we approach, 

honver. the Utemry aouroes ot the retonn movement, we must turn our at t ention 

to the life of the people at the time when the reform movement came into exis-

tenoe. The pro-~tom writers auri bute this unique phenomenon in German Jewiah 

life to the higber 1ntelleotual st.anclarda or Gennan JeYl'y; the anti-~fonn cr1Uoa 

attribute 1t to the weakening ot their Jewish oonac1ouaneas. But both of these 

'fiewa are d.eoideclly •Mng. ~he Geraan Jewa to••rcia Uie cloae of the eighteenth 

• century were ·"81"1Dim8 on~ geognt1>hioa117. apirltuall;; and culturally they were 

part and parcel of Muu~ .iurope and. nre 1n c lose contact w1 th u~ .Jewiah Get re• 

there. HoweTer, the eevere political an'1 eoonomio oppreaa1011 ot llenaan Jewey 

during the aeven\.eenth and. eighteenth oentuey ~ lowered. their intellectual 

standard as oomparecl to t hat of the Nli•b or .Bohman Jewa. On the other hanci, 

these depressing ocmd1t1ona of German Jewey .have fostered a p iety to suoh an "' 
- 5 

extent that 110 parallel can be found. 111 Jewish bistor,v. Jrever before was there 

such a rigoroU8 emphasis on the observance ot Sabbatba 8Jlc1 festivals. or 

religious customs and ceremonies. even of the most insignificant. ln order to 

foster this p iety among the men and wcmen of the Jewish masses. a new religious 

literature sprang up in J udaeo-Gennan 'fdlio.h waa the vernacular of the German 

-
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Jewa at tb&l. time. ~hi• literature ws.a an original creation ot the GenD&11 .Jewa9 

ana 1 t had a tremendous intluenoe upon the rel lgi ous 11 te o t t he masaea in Gel'-

IJMUl1, aa we 11 aa ot those in AU tern Burope. ~u.cil book& as the "Z 'eDOh D 'renah" 

and the "Jl'norat llmaor" broLlght tto the <lown-tro<111en .Jew not only a 001Dtorting 

meaaage but alao a popular presentation of the .diblical, liabbinio alMi Cabalia tio 

litera~ure, ooupled wi th attraotive hOID1liea, legend.a, table•, an~ inoidellta 

in the 11 f e ot tbe people aa it <lid in <i•~ dur111g the aennteent.b &IMl in w 

begi.nuiug of the eighUenth oenturiea, an~ it 1a here tbat the 11turo and tb9 

aynag~al praotioff were moat. rigid.11 codi tiea. during tbat perioci. And though 

religioua piety pre•all•d. almost to the aame enent in Ita17 &n<l 1u rolanci, 

beoau t>e ot a tNer atmo•phere in the Ghetto• of the latter ,. it waa not oarri.ed 

out there With the aame vigo~eeas. Besides in Poland and in Italy, Whemthe v' 

Catholic ohuroh reigned avpreme, there waa al119.Ya a diacrepanoy between life 

a nd orF:ec111hiob allowed tor a lighter vein 1n the religious life ot the people; 

While in .. •tam SUrope, Where the Pro~eatant spirit p ~vailed, atriot cantor-
! 

mity ot lite ~ cl"8ed waa rigidly enforcech It is this extrer:n~v •igorous piety ' 1 , 

and the lack ot intellec tual tree-Uwught in taerman Jewry that .ba.!e oontribu.ted v 

to the bitterness whioh characterized. the at.r.Jgc.le !or the slightest ilmo•ationa 

in ayn.&gOg1&l rituals, and tor the moat minute ~eviationa from the rigid oon-

atrucUona ot the Sbul~. ~ua 1.n Italy, in '6al1oia, and. even in Bmigal"J' 

tne tetl.l.lenoies tor mou.erate reforms found muoh re&CLler response tnan 1n tba 

oirthplaee ot the reform movement. 

'l1- cultural awakeniug 1.n Uerma.n Jewey ezprease<i itself in two 

1 
a1atinct tendencieaa in tne a~vocacy ot educati onal refonna in the Jewish soboola; 
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and 1D the eatabl1abment of Hebrew Journalism. 'l'h• Haslcalah •ohool ayatea in 

it• eapbaaia on the atud;J of the Bible 09er that of the Talmud brought to t!W 

foreground. the e th1oal and aoo1al content of t he prophetio BookB as agatnat the 

oeremonial and legal1atio aapeota of Rabbiniam. On the other hand. the eatabl1•A-

ment of Re brew pe r1.od1oala :turniahed open toruma tor Jewish lay-•ohola?'8 mo lad 

gra.ciuall~ taken awa7 from the rabbis the eioluaive oontrol ot Jewish publio 
6 

opinion. Both, t;be new aahool system ot the Haakalah and the ea tablishmBnt of 

t.ae llebrew preaa, were the lmnecliate precilapoalng taotora in the reuaiasauce of 

Hebrew literature, 11b1oh in turn beoame the carrier of the rHolt against the con-

tent and. atyle of at.bbinio literature. Bence, the moat moderate eciuoational re-

fonu and. the ea~blishment ot a Hebrew preH beoame lac.er on the atgnala of 

tree-tho~b.t aua. the 'beginnSJJg ot the d.o1111tall ot liabb1nic authority in e~e17 

Jewish oentre in iharope. lot Uiat the leMers of ehher ot these two cultural 

WlOOnaoiou.a aoooaplisbment on their part. i'or in their ~••ire to bring oontent v' 
/. 

into the hollowneaa ot the petr.itied. Jewiah lite about them, the ~Item Jewiah 

educators and Journalists oou1tant11 atreaae<i the spirit ot .Jua.aism rather than 

it.a tom. and had th\18 prepared tbe •a;v either tor the refonn of the Jewl•h Law 

or tor the aiaregard of it altogether. 

3. The Betorma ln Jewi ah &duoation. 

The aemanci tor reforms in Jewish eduoation in Gennany ciuring the 

last quarter of the eighte enth century 1a conoeaect by all .historians to be t.bllt 
7 

beginning of t he Beronn movement. .And the greatest oJ"l&D(Jion ot t ilat .movement 

we.a WJ.Cio\lbt;elo\.ly Iaphtall Hartwig Wessely \born at llamburg in 172~ a.no. c.Lieci t here 
8 

in 1805 ). Hia open letter. or pamphlet. "l>ibre ~balom v'Rmet" (.Berlin 1782)J 
9 

elicite~ by t he edict of impe ror Joseph 11 ~ was the first signal ot a new era 



--25--

lu the oultural lite ot •ropean Je•J"¥• In U11a panp.hlet Wessely ar<i.ently ad-

vo:l&tea the voluntaey ad.option of the ediioational and aooial retorma aa outlineci 
,.,',, ( 

in ;he euperor•a "'Rolel'8D.leclict•. ~hi• letter ~u tran&lai.ed into Yrenoh 

lhris 1792), Italian(Goera 17~3l, 8.n(l 0.l'lll&ll (.oerlin 17~8), &Dli waa ever;ywtle re .,r 
- 10 

acoepted. with enthuaiaam b7 tb.e you th who yearned tor enl ightmant. With a age-

l~a moQ.eaty and. .m1lci.m1a Weaaely atateci the presaiug 13964 tor aciOpUng new / 

ea.uoational methocia, and ahowed th.em to be b7 no naana in oppoation to the lilo1-

aio or Rabbinic Law. Be ola1me<i that the ourrioulum and the method of inatni~ 

ion tor Je•i·sh children must conform to the practical J'l8ecl.8 of the new generat-
11 

ion. Sinae it •• not posaible tor all to become proficient in ~almucl, the 
12 

«reater number 11uu be taught a trade. lloreo•er, it was necessary that Jewhh 

school ahilu.ren should have a Jmowled.ge ot the eleme1tta17 sci ences• bis t.ory 
13 14 

am geograp~ and., above all, a thorough Jmowleuge of the Gennan languab•• 

Wessely also streaaeci. the c:cying neea. tor popular worlcS in Jewish 

philosophy, theology &DU ethics, which would impart i;o every Jew in as simple 

a •t¥le as poss ible the elementar, i<nowleage ot t.he spiritual cont eut of Ju~-
16 

aiam, .I.a a poet, he atooct for the purity of the Hebre•11 lansuage auu. for a 

ratioual una.erstand.h1g of the Scriptures along the lines ot 6 ?'8.IIl-nat ical rules. 
16 

Be claimeu. libal. the woetul laclt ot poetic genius in the Hebrew literature ot I.he 

Jili<i<tle Agea was u.ue to the raot. tbc.t ibe &tu~ ot the propi:letic portions ot the 

Bible had been negleote~ &1Xl eveu when taught their poetic beauty was not appreo-

iated, because of t:be ipora.noe of toe elementary rudiments of Jlebrew grammar 
17 

All these refornia Weasely advocateci in t ne name of "'J!orath Ha-
18 

Adam" (Humaniam or Oniveraaliam) 

ot the Law as well as of the Jewa. 

which he believeci would rai se the prestige 
19 

His program \':'SS clear--economic. int.ellectual 

and poli t.ical emancipation on t he one hand. and a fidelity to the Jewish heritage 
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on the other. 

lt is interesting to note t hat as a defense tor his liberal views 

he S!ts ~ut t.ne ~epbardio Jews as an example of t!m&ncipa t ed yet loyal Jews. v 

111 Triest~theretore. wheN the majority ot the Jews we re of Spanish or Portu-

guese d.esoent. there waa an enthusiastic readiness to open a school ac .. ording 

to Weaael7'• plan. .But at the omr en<i ot the ~uatrian dominions, in Galicia, 

woe re tbe Aahanasio element preciomi:cated. t here waa oona ternation. hd 11hile 

the Italian rabb 1• aid.eel wi tl:a Weasel;~• all the otne rs• &n<L among tnem Jb:eJC:lel 

L&wiau ot Rrague, •re IJ8o1W.o.13 hos :tile to all innovations which the7 inatino-

the~ felt woulci break CLOwn tra<llti1011&l Jewish lite. ror though there waa 

nothing aaiel in t.bia pamphlet a.gains t. orthodox Judaism, yet 111 it, like in all 

of hi• "'°rite, Weasely 1&13 greater s treaa upon the etuical and social values ot 

Judaism ~ t.ban upon the oeranonial. 7he first, .be oalls 

t h• laUer I' .s>/;,;, 'J'" • The fl rst, a ccording to Weasely, 

ia oonoentrated i n eterml tniths wh:ioh one oannot be commanded to believe. 

since one must neoesaar11y believe tltlem from proof by reason; the latter 1• a 
20 

divine legiala ti on .not based on reas1on for it t ransoends the human mincJ.. In 

this Wessely elaima no ori ginality. He quote• to this effect from the "Kusari", 

the "lloTot Ba-le"favot•. and the "Gu11ie to the Pe1plexed" Where the religious 

conten t of Judaism ia classified in 1nore or less the same manner. ~bis. boweTer, 

mus t be saici.-- th.at Weasely d.1Q negat1e tile value ot toe ceremonial unles s it be 

based upon a thoro..igb uDd.erstanding 1of the theological and ethical content ot 
21 

Jwiaiam. 

lpt/J/ /,",. l'f..11 _,,.f JLJd ~~,1° 1~ •7'1AA~) ~~· ~_, ~,,/,., 

"1>'Ja ~~» U:J•P .l'tlj /' ;J •-A /..J Al" fi, .v ~~ H>~/ 

It 1a to tb.ia snpnasi11 vf .,esaely on the "'.rorat lia-adam"• wbioh 

-
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ll8 calls at th•• *ft/< />•I .JJ hohfJ: that the orthoO.Os rabbh 

tmaeud.ouaq obJecteci. ~tiey claimed that tbe aeremonial &u<l the legal is tic 

phasea of Ju<l&iam wre the eaaentiala. .&.nci while 1'enely himself confonoed to 

e•ery iota of the ceremonial law. it i• true that the men and women about him. 

who furthered the cause ot educational retonn• • wre outing oft the ttyolm ot 

the Law" and thus strengthening the position of the orthodox rabbis. Beai~e•• 

~ ot those who took up t.be cudgels tor bis educational refonna lacked the 

modeat7 aDl1 the •~tbetio attitude of Weasely. and with their emb1tterea and 

debasing attaoka they onl~ helped to antagonise the rabbis of great repuie. who 

•ere admired. e·Hn by the liberal-miWied people . ut such a nature was i.he ano117-

moLLS pamphlet of L Saul Berlin. enUtlecl "lCetob Ioaher". of Which we ahall 

•peak late r . Weas ely thuugbt t hat bis aeoowi epiaile on the subJeot was final . 

beoau..se in 1 t be oballeDgeci Ule ortbo®z. rabbi a to a.bow wt thin three months 

how hi• Clefini tiona of JUll&ism &Dd hia contentions tor euucationa.l retonna were 

in 11"1 •8¥ contra?)' to Jewisb J.&w. SiDoe no repli' oame forth to challenge him, 

he regani.e<i .tiia argumeu.u as izrtulnerable. AD.Cl 'lllhile Wea .. ely received. moat en-

courag113g leuera from JB8D¥ Italian rabbia, hi• attention.a waa called to moat 

vi tupe rat he ae rmona .bela. again.at him by local raooia on .. Sha bat llagod.ol .. of 

1784, in which they •o\18bt to oasi. aaperaiona at him b7 attributing to hinJ stat•-

ments taken from p&llllUlleta Wbioh wel'8 writ l.en by some of his follwera, who at-

tao~ed tbe orthodox rabble in a moat irreverential manne r. t hat led hi~ to 
23 

• rite a third epistle in the month of J:yar of 1784 , entitled "Bil ~iahpat"• 

Wesaely disclaimed all responsibility for the writings ot those who have spon-
24 

sored his program, and which may have often<.Led the orthodox leaders • 

.D ./p j' > >A ,;o J> J ,, /', r o H ill/ ,P # .J K wt >A le , ' ' _. ,µ, # ;J ' ~ 



Re alao attaoll94 favoraole Qeoiaiollli. letters an~ poems seut to him from rabbi• 

an4 la.,y •aholara ot ~r1eat~ "•rrara. Vellioe. AuOOll&, Reggio. and Gorits, all of 

Which proola1.1111ui him aa the moat aligbtene\i ana. o ourageoua seeker of tnith. 

~hi• th1r0. epiatle ia an lmponant hiatorio ciooument. beoauae U 

ahows clearl)' toat the firat ones to have given Weaaely an encour~ h8IMl were 

tne Itallmi rabbi•. While those of ve~ . 'llbo •er• of great repute~ oppoaeQ him. 
26 

or at beet were neutral on thia moat 1.q>ortant iaaue. And thoup the oppo•-

i tion to hi• program in Gel"ll&JV gradually abated. and he came out victorious. 

19t .be felt the need. tor further claritioa tion am he. the r efore, published a 
26 

fo~rth epistle. entiLled. "Rlboboth•. ln it he set forth all the objection• 

raised by hi• OPFOnenta and nullified eaoh in turn. In the last ahapter ot this 

epistle 'Wease ly displayed bre&<lth ot viaion • hen he deplore~ the spiritual d.l· 

obotomy in the min<ia of tbe emanoipu·ed. Jew brought about b)' the narro•-minciedneaa 

of the orthodox rabbis. For, 1n api te ot the opposi tion of ~he latte r, Xonnal 

Schools were ea Labliwied. throughout the Austrian l:impina ac~oraing to the ediot 

of the emperor. ~ fo r the tirst tlme the Jewish y outh began to feel keenly 

tile •harp oontraat between tbe nineteenth oentuey West.e m thought an<i the old. 

fashioned orthodolt 1Mtd.er•. Wessel)''• amb1Uon, on the otne r nand. was noi onl7 

t.o iluroduoe Jewi•h youth into nineteenth centuey Weatern oulture, as it was 

•1tn m&DI other edwators of t.he time, but he wani.ed. 1.0 bri~ over the gap 

between llJ11.iqnit)' an<i mocisrnity thr ough the meclium of a moaerniaed Hebrew 

literature. Be claimed., however. tJiat ciue to the obstinac~ or orthoC1oq the 

Jewish youths had to attenu the newl7-found.ed Jlonal ~ahoola whioh 1mbueo. th• 
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with moci.ena Genun culture • and wbioh in turn made the trad.1t1onal Jewish lea.,._ 

iDg atill more repugnant t o th•. Jloreo•er. due to the opposition ot the rabbis 

to modem text-boon tor r Ugi e ou.a and. ethic&l ~natruotion in Hebrew. they bacl 

to be nubliahecl in G 2'f . enun, some ot whioh wel"8 wtttten by Chriatian sobolare. 

_j/l.flf ~, 2J> .;, fa .,,,.,. ,.,. ~ ;f ,.4, fl',.., t:", :/? /put -.bY I 

~,1) '"" JJ,,J ' ':i>f '~u1,, / g~.., ;:>/tr, rt/~7) ..J),/>'° 19,JltJA;> 

e;,, A J1r / ,f.KA,V //U j1.., r(jJNI /(/';r 6~ ;,J>;, I 1<.Ji>I 

,) '! 9-li "'f!/'•;} 6 ,/;).ti "V 17' I., I/, , .Y"' Al N ,,, l!/ "'....) 
1) 1 '. J':}'i) oA d ~ J" .J) #) , J A1/( ,( l.} p · .p'~, ) O')'J /' 3>' ~ 

J>/ve l"/P.A rl>(,H ,.~ ~" ,,)_/) -..~ µ,., --- Jr.J-Y-/ //S J /AJJ/ 

/'ti>(!&~ 1>tf 1"~/ _.II~?('/'.)~/ ,,//' ,./,,. JJ.I;>:;, 

jJ'tb .])1 th7'"!.:J ,.,.;y ;-..,/, ~ J>J~ / d/a / ..A,j/JO~A 
'>-Y•) 01F ,4 l,~t< I fit:, ,1 1/11 .,,3 , e> I - - . cJJ { ,,.fo,,/ J • > /v 

!:/"" p }) .. , , , 2/YY #),,;Ii- • ? -" ·"> ~1,, r ,b,M"' u . /6 .1 'l"" 
)'( ,,i:J1: » fJ) '!JI Y?'>A n ' u/A'..o ..... ~~I ~ J /.../~ 

~le ,,t!Jo /?1" h#( 19 ...tJI''" M >Kk _:;A- - - • 1/ _,. ;),O ~, 
,.1J' ,.,,,.,., ; Hj I SJ~ !} ,;;,,. ..J' :i//P ffiv? ., • w , •ti>•/ 

J:,t.,, .,.1d , ,pltl /h/J ?fa /W /,f M? - - "';f/Jt.K /~('/" 
,.,_,,.;,..) '!/.fl~ ':/!/ l'''eJ ·~ /,#, ;;/r--- lhfi 
W ~? y'JI; !''""'~ ,o.n rh?.h / r,un n ,,{/ ~ ... / µ? /; 

?;>n( ~/l(.J/lf ,-,~ /6 ~yyk ~ ..JJ .. k. c;,, .:/? ' 'd 

'lo/ ;r f;, ,' & '~ ) '}) ? __µ,(' ,,p;, I p;-~, ...,, ,,. ,t/ _., .c; 6 
- --P>J'h/ .1'''6J I.I r 1!)A ,v?"' far!)~ ~-l ' <./J ,,.,,/ /,./H 

?) k f ' "{j• ?)'I!,/ .)yrt » /.J I~~ 7f!1 1 .,,,.,) , .,J/ 

. ]/-w ,;// J/"Ne, ~>) ~,.1,¥/?/,:>v;:> 



[ 
He pointed. again to the progressivenea~ ot the Italian coam11111ty ot ~r1est/ ~o · 

a.id. moaembe tlie • ya t.em ot Jewish ec.iuoation. and. thua 11111fied. Judaiam wUh 
28 

w/ll. 
Weaaely .s not sat16fleci merely ;.a- advocat11ag the modernization 

ot Hebrew literature. but became its moat act he worJcer of the time. Be published 

t he •'Seter Ba-mldot" (Berlin 1788 ), a popular treatise llll matters of psycholoQ, 

eth ics and theolOSJ• written i u a p lain. luc i d Hebrew style. It is intereat• 

ing -to note regarding the UJ111e rstanding of the time that •e1ssely .hac1 to apologize 

for the p u ulication of this 1'0?1te tearing the fanatics who regarded ewe ry psewio· 

philosophic worlt as an attempt to unaenniue legal is tic Jwia:l.am. ~heir fear wae 

not wholly unJu.s ioified. For though Weasely in his moa.est way pays the hi{;heat 

tribute in his introa.uct.ion to t.DB great 2almuu.ic and ~abaliatic s cholars of hla 

the, he deplores 11he tact th&t there ia no one in his age to follow in the 

footsteps ot aMd1&, Bai\ya, Maimoniu.ea. liabirol, and lilosea Jiayim Lusaato. who 
29 

c:ievoted. their time to the eJEPO&ition of the e thical content of Jua.a1.am. 

~he work its elf displays no originality nor 1depth of tho~ght. yet 

it is a landmark in the literary history of Judaism, tor it was the firsi attempt 

-
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of its lclDci by an ._hkenasio Jewtab soholar. The book, as stated above, ,.. 

written, unlike those of bis 01111 time, in a l uoidllebrew style oharacterlatic ot 

tbe Span1ah Bild Italian Hebrew wrltera. Tbe te.1v.enoy t hen of the earl7 retol"-

mers was clearly a revolt against rabuinic legalism, ana. a return to the lite!\-

ary ana. p.tUloaop.l:do Sepharo.1o scholars. Lilm them, Wessely also indulged 1D 

philological a.nil gramnatical resea rob, a st. uO¥ wnioh resulted in an ext en.she 

work, 11Lebanoza•• or•Ge.u-Iaul" in two •olumea (J.msteraam 1766-66), '*1\oh i• a 

philologic&l investigation ot Bebre• root• and •YDOJ111118• ~Jlese two •olumea bear 

witDeH to the &lltbor'a aollci aoieutitic attainment•, anc:l it 1a regrettable that 

thP,i r scientific value ia obaoureci by the prolix style in which they are written. 

Weaael7'• greatest cilstiuctlon, however, was in the fiela. of poetr,y. ~hougb. 

thi• pb&Se of hi• creativeness is out of tbe realm of our ccm.&ideration, yet it 

must be ment i oneu ti:lht the style and content of his poems are indicative of the 

spirit of the time. In his poet ry Wessely is clearly a disciple and successor 
30 

of the Spani sh and ltalla:1 Hebrew poets, particularly of I.loses Ray1m Luzzato; 

at the same time he is also a child of his age expressing the yea rnings of the 

modern Jew for freedon and emancipation. Though the classic style of hi• poetry 

helped to retard the development of pure a rt, it ush~t-ed in humanism into Hebrew v 

literature, just as the general humanis tic movement le<i the :;uropean mind. along 

t ne pat.bs .narlced out by tbe class i c lang-Jages . llo sooner dio. nis woric become 

mown in ~tern 1'urvpe than it raised. up a number of imitai.ors. Particularly 

was his influence. deo!._dedly great upon Abraham JJ,fr Lebensohn of IUna (''Adam ./ 

ha--.iC.Oaen", 1794-1880), 111ho was surnamed "fa·t.her of poetry", and who was oue ot 

the pillars i n the mo•ement tor emanc ipation and agai ust oos~urani.iam in iiastern 
~l 

Jliuropc . Weasely's activity as a1ble corniAentator and. as coworker in the 

Meaasef will oe ~iscussed. later in connection with the activity ot the a1ur1sta 

and tb.e Ilea.as f lm. 
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Jleme . we aee Weasel)o'• man11'olQ influence upon hia oontempor-

aria• ae aoholar, philologist, theologian, journallat, anli poet. The oritioiam 

levelled agalnat hla bJ s. aernteld, who aougtit not only to minimise hi• imow-
32 

ledee aud. abilities but alao to cas t aaperaion.8 upon hi• oharaoter, 

unJustitlable. 
~ 

of J udahm. 

Bernteld aoousea Wessely of Joining bands with t he avowed ell91llta 
34 

of bel1thng arrogantly the authorities of traditi on, and of 
35 

1uaincerity and bypoorlay. What this critioism ia undeserved can be p roven 
J 6 

by the fact th&\ when an article was published. in the lle&ssef speaking w1 th 

undue levl ty about the ciootl"1nes of t.be ... almud in r egarct to reward anci punish-

ment , 'leaseli' wrote a pamphlet, "Kaamar Baitor liin", i n Which he Clenounces U1e ~ 

e o.1.tora for allowing d.iareapeottul statement& concerning tra<ti ti on to be pub-
3'1 

lished in their Journal. In thia panphlet Weasel1 ana l yzes all the talmudic 

&.111.L philosophic atatementa oonceniiug rewaN. aDQ. punishment which have been ool-
3'1 

l ecte<i by J&anaaaeh b. larael i u h ia "lfiahmat liqim" (oh. 1, part l~) • 

~hough .. Hely incurrea iJi.e Cl i8p leaaure of the raooini:Jal au-

thoritie• ot ~rman,y ano. ~olaml , 811<1 tbougti the laue r sought t o exooam\Ulioate 

a.nu persecute him, be alw~ c.baq>ioned the O&W:l e of J ewi eh cultural emancipation 

in a moat digo.ifie<l and moa.est manne r, ne-.e r aitacking trao.ition nor lta 
ae 

authorities. 

4. Mendelsohn and the Biuriat Movement. 

'lhe effects of the B1u.ri1t movement which hlis i ts beginni Dg l'ith 

Menu..elifohn •1 translat i on of the Pentateuch, likB the aohie-.ements of J4enU.ela1hn -
himself, have been 1 reatly exaggerated a mt. grossly misrepresented by most Je•.v1sh 

hi stor!.am a nd wri tere . &lenu.el_!ohn •s Gennan trans l a t.1 on of the Pentateuch wae 

hailea. as a unt..~ue 8.D.Cl revolut.i onary phenomenon in J eWiah life , anu as tbe 

im.ne d.i&te stimulua, if not as tbe cau se, of the "enlightment" anu of t he Re tom 
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movemant in G•rmaJl1• Graetz , wnen speaking ot the effects of the Biur, aaya 

the followinga "I.a it touohea. by a magic wancl., the 'l!almud. s tudents, toBBila of 

the must1 school-houaea, were tranatlgured, and upon the wings of the intellect 

t oey aoareu above the gloomy present an~ took t heir f light heavenward.a. .lD 

1.naatiable ~•sire tor knowle4ge took possession of them; no territory, howe•er 

'° dartc, remainau. i:nac~essible to t hem." On tbe other .b&na., the lead.era of Or-

thodolQ' ano. later on thoee ot th• nationaliatio movement a~~ributed the deoliDI 

of Jewlah leaniillg 1n 'leatern .lliurope to Memel•ohA'a tran&lbtion or the J>ent ateuoh ......., -
which, t hey claimed, m&c1e the .Sible a means tor apreao.ing the German language 

41 
rathe r than for the stud3 of the ~orah. 

In most ot \.hese statements regaruiug the Biur1st movement an<i 

t he actdevements ot l&enc18l!£1lm the re 1a l ack of historic perspec1.1 ·,·e. ihe Biuriat 

movement wat> not a uni q.le puenomenon in Jewish life , as it 1s regaro.ea. to be, 

nor waa it responaiol e in~ way ! or the Ieform movement. ~oreoYer, ~ena.elao.bn -
waa not t.he onl~ one responsible tor tbe Biuriat movement, though he o~a~ied a 

4.2 
oonapi~uoua place 1.n it. For if we review the .b.ia to~ ot ~ible translb tiona, 

we fiiul t.b&t troro the t i me When Hebrew oeaseu. to be the spoon languat,,e of the 

J eWiah masses, translations of the .Oiole were con&l.a.ntly maa.e int o t11e vernacular 

ot the people. 'lhese tranalations were not consci ous li t e rary or retonoal.017 
43 

en~eavors out were produc ts that a rose out of t ne necessit i es of life. And 

t hougn every Bible translation .ne t in t urn with more or l ess opposition fo r 

t ear that it woul~ be putting a premium upon the ignoranoe of t he Hebrew te• t, 
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yet the neecl ot the com ... on people who g radually lost the &nowledge of Hebrew 

invariably o•eroame the appos i tion o! the autboritiee. Of such nature were tbe 

Aramaic ~arg\mlim in Palestine; the Septuagint in Alexandria; the Greek trana-

lat ion of .lquila; the Syriac trans lat ion-the ''PeahlUa"; the Arabic transl~ 

tiona l the moat famous ot Which is that ot Saacqa Gaon w.bicn has remained to 

this da~ the version tor the Jews in ~rabic &peaki11g countriea); the reraian, 

the ~artar, the Spaniall, an~ the Italian translation.a; anu. finally the JW1&8o-

\ritnnan tranalatlona. Of e ourae, Graeta, with hie e~rated hatred tor the 

kat-Auropean Jews An.cl tor their language, denounce d the .?oliah "IDll•dim" tor 

t ranslating the Holy .Book ilno 1.he i r J:latehl jargon---"ao that it seemed as it 

" ~osea ba~ spoken i n ~he barbaroua dialect of 2o11ah J ews.• lt is tor this 

rea&on t.b.&t t.ba tranal&tion. of tJle .Oible into "Pure" \ierman uy the lolenu.elaoluiia1El 
45 

aan.:>ol •s repru.ea. aa a great cultural emancipatioll from barbarism. A.a a 

natter of fact the numerou.a Jw.aeo-Gennan tranalatioDS of the Bible, which wore 

am still are d.e riueu. b1 ~he cbaa1pions of •enliglltment•, are only a oontinuatioiii 

of that same tenu.eno7 'llhich begaa With the Targumim, tile aim of which was to 

make t ne Bible access ible to tbe masses void of Hebrew mowledge. .lnd sinoe all 

the ilast anO. West Suropean Jews :from the begi nn iug of the fifteenth ti ll t he en•.t 

nf the eighteenth oenturie• spoke eielusively in the J'udaeo-Gennan dialec t , it 

was but natural "for the Bible trans lat ions of that period. to be written in 

this vernacular. l'bu.s 1'e have a partial Judaeo-\ienna.u iranslation of the Bible 

in Poland as early as the fi f teenth. c ent.ury (tile manu.soript of 1'll i c11 was found 

i n the collection of l)ei Bossi, datea. Mantua 1421). We also oave a Judaeo-!;enna.u 

t ranslation ot the Paalma by ~liJ&b. Levita {Venice l54b). A complete ~ible 

translation in Juaaeo German was publisheu by lake rllit~ or Aro&t e ruam ( 1676-78,). 

Another complete transla tion was puolisne u. there in 1679 b,y Joseph Witzenhausen1, 

which seou ::' e<i tbe approba t ion of the "Council of t !le Pour :.ancis .•• A third 
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oom,plete translation uf the Di ble into J uuaeo-t;erman waa e~ted. by Sua&m&D 

Roa.elbeim an~ llenahem Mair 1.evi (.imllterliam 172b-l72~). lt is interesting to 

note that the .Tua.aeo-~nmw into wbiuo the j)ible waa being translat.ed. •• 0011-

siu.ere<l ai tbe time not a "Jewiab" d.1aleo' but J..-/ ;j .tic ;16r , or .s:.; I • 
ano. it was oonsid.ered. aa suoh even by Llendelao.bn. let there wu no opposition 

t o these t ranslationa on the pan of the raboi a. On t he contrary, the edit.or 

of the first Jud.aeo-Gennan Bible t ranslat ion published a numbe r ot approbations 

) or the l.ahkenaaio and. Seph.aniic rabois in which the7 

nate tha t the t nmsla t lon wil l be of great benefit to the Jews of Gennany 

and ot ? oland, amt to t hose Who have emig raieu. f rom these c ount l'ies into Hollanci.. 

~.,. ff ,.A( c, e.? I e i, ;?µ {lj~f / ~, 1-4.f 6 f -JJ ~ ,v,;') _..., ~ ? / ""' 

r //~'4 , ,.,-a..,,., ...A4 I~ .A(.J~{ ','fJ-/'tlcJ I --1,/.J.l,,n:~ ,-,,,A"-:> v;, •" 
. ''/,.,/;a h- /r? p ;¥~) /d• n r /" ..:/'./> JO/I 

It is also noteworttw 1.hat the ecil. 1.or ata tes in nis prata.;:~ that h!-s a irl wr.a to 

6 ive a literal tnm.sla tion of the Bible , a~oor~ing to t he rat.1 onal 1nterpret a t ien 

Jui~, i n faot, thia 11aa a literal ~ranslation vf t Ae ~ible in a l EMlguage which 

prooaoly was goo<i 11\.e rary Uennau at the ti1M wnen it was ~>ublisbeu.. Only 

.tlenQelsohn living a centu17 after founa the style of the t ran.sl& ~ion barbaric anQ 
- 48 

repulsive. 

'?h.eretore, a t tbe midule of the eisnt eenth century when it oame 

i~, .. 1 ogue among the rich Jews of Derlin to study t he current 111.e r.. ry Ge nna.n , the 

necess ity for a translation i nto modern ~ennan was lceenly felt. aut s i nce all 

the Hebrew teaohe ra then were t olish i mmi g rants who s p oi<8 Judaeo- German, the 

-
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d.esireu. onange ooulCl not be bro'Ut).bt about so ea~uy. It is tor t111s reason that 

~enu.elsohll found it neoeasary to translate the ~entateuoh lnto the current lit-- 49 
erary tiennau tor the use ot his own oh ila. ren. 

llenu.elaotm Cli u. not intena., bowever, to open a ne• epoch ln .81ble -
exegesi$ , nor aiQ he aa~e a:a;; at tempt to usher i n the "rational spirit of the 

t.ime," for Which .he 1a uaually ghen ore'11t. ~ translation, as well aa the 

interpre tatlo~s ot the "Biur• are moat orthodox, ignoring completely the result• 

ot the soientific reaearoh aaue by Spinosa an~ Klijah Levita. Af ter Uende_!!ohn, 

trans lations of the Bible were maae u.uring the nineteenth century in p ractioall1 

every J ewish oentre--in Holland, Italy, France, Russia, an~ later on in America. 

We can s ee , therefore, no• unjus tifiable are both the oolll!:len~ 

tions &nQ the oond.em.nat"ous of the ''.Bi ur". tor, as we have clearly seen, t11e 

mouern Gennan tran&l h-tion or the o1ble waa a natural outgrowth of tue time, 

just &:i were all toe other trans l a ti ous of t he bi o le whion preoeeueli anl.L succeeded 

it. It ia tallaoiou.s, therefore, to a tt ri bute to it toe outbreak& of reform 

ana. the oeasation of Jewish learning in lie~, or the prosri?ss of B&skalah 1n 

1'aste ru ~urope, tor its tenuenoy • as i n no way uirferent from that of all the 

~ther ~ible tran& l~tions . Maz1¥ his torians &11Q j ournalists poiut to t he fac\ 

that the Je"_!.sh 10~ stuo.ents maue use of this Lr&nslati on t or the s~uay ut the 

tiennau ~ge &1111 1.bey con.a id.er it, therefore, a pri raary facnor wnion helped 

to initiate the JewiBh peopl~ into ~enD&Zl cul ture, wb iob in turn was tbe 

i !llmeuiate cause tor t.be reform uiovement and. for the .. denaLi onalisation" of the -

~eatel"n J ewa. ~is argument i a but trivial, anu those 'Wtlo hold such a view 
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simply confound •iIICi~ent•" !.!!!' "factora"• For it was the political a.na. econo­

mic oona.i l.lons of the time wn1oh compelled the Je1'B of ~ennany to atu~ <ienaan, 

just as the Jewa 119re compelled every11lere to study t he langiat:,"e ot the1roo@u7. 

It ao happened that during tbi• "Gennanisat1on" process the ".Blur•• was f ound. to 

'be a convenient meana for the atu~ of the Gennau langage. lf the "Blur" were 

not then in enstenoe. some ot her convenient means woulc.t. have been found. tor 

tne ex1genoiea of the t ime, Just as tbere were uther means fQr i.he "ruaaiti-

oatlon" ot the Russian Jews. 

In fact, .Llenuelaohn himself lli'-l not regard. the "Biur" a.a a revol-
50 

uti ouar1 or epoah-aalting work. In his intro~uction, he ~evotes a 11bole chapter 

to toe blsi.or;y of Bible i.ranalations, from t.be ~alestinian ~argumirn to .bi• own 

time, 1n whiau ue pro"fe¥ th&~ .bl• tramlation la only a link in i.he lollb o.b&in 

o f .,ible tran.slbtiona, an1.1. u1.at he atanua on gooa. t rad.ltioD&l t, l'OUll~s from \\Ul ch 

be woula. not uepart 1n tne alight eat llMiWll8 r, TAere are aome •ho ibln.c that in 

real it)' ~n1.1.elaohn <ii 1.1. DDt aumc on tra..Litional srouno.s, out that he ci1a. not -
dare to espreaa his ~ieft for fea r of Jewish publio op lllion. ~here is not , how-

ever, the slightest ju.atitioation for auch a "fie•• A& we shall •ee late r on, 

Mendelsohn'• policy in the Blur i• in perteot acc ord with his general attitu<ie 

to re l igion. ?or ~endelaohn di d no t only cling tlrmly to tradition but even --
wnere he ha~ the opp ortunity to ohoose be tween a more liberal and a narrower 

talmuoic traoiti on be would. slue w1 th the lat t e r. '.o.
1hus he stat es unequivocallJ' 

t nat eve ry letLer, vowel a uu accentuation mark i n the rentateuch is of di vtne 

ori t.;in aml. t.bat they we r e revealed to »oses on i.iount oinal anci i'l&Ilu.eU. Jown to 
51 

US wiLAOUt an,y change 11tlatBOevere 
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~ though be i• full¥ aware or the c ont rove rsi al Clat a on the 

subj ect from zaon-Jewis~ an4 JeWiah authorl t iea, i.ncluui.ug tho~e of ~l i jab. Levlta, 
62 

he t i nall1 •ldea With laaao J:ial.evl Sat&llOw, the author of "lmre-Blnah" and 
53 

Rosal, the author of "M'or Imayim•, Who upheld the trMlit- .11 
~ -

i onal conoeptlon of J'eTelatlon. Hi• utter laok of c r itical analysis he 

sbo~a mos t olearl1 when .be a tat e s that Hen the ~almuciio and. Jlaa&oret1c emen-
56 

dat1ons were revealed to .Moses and were handed do'lftl by oral traliition, 

;;'~ ./>? ;·; tA, ;,It)/...) f?~.»f 'i)fi:_/? ~?/ 'Y'S> /.JV' ,,.A I 

I
A l·s:u{ 'i>'? ",., ? 1~ ...:J I -.. ,' (? I' Al)~ vr / :J µ, 'A/)" lf-/'...J "'r 
,tmd-J>e /f tm -,/o If -·Mhl '? ·1Jf /~~I -"'j' "~~ 

• ~...A ' f> .. ,,, r ,?-,/) r .../ j/N~ 

, 

~he un~erataniiillg ot Men~elaohn'a at titu~e to tradition, as ex­
......__ 

po~n~ed in his introuuc tion to tb.e Biur, is of utmost importanoe, tor it is 

characteris t ic of h i a whole attit-;iCle to Juu.aiam, tne mlsw:w.erat&D'11~ of Wiioh 

mialeu me atu~nts of Re torm .luuals m, as well a s of 10he lfeo-liebrai.: renais aenoe, 

For all or the his t orlan.s of these two movaw~nta begin with *end.elso.b.D as a -
atartiug point. ~he tact l a tbat WA i le ne oontribute~ to Lhe progress o f Lhese 

two movemenu•, he .ba'-l nothi ng in oomnon Wi t i. eithe r of Lhem. Instead , he should 

be repra.e<l a s 1.he f ore runue r ot the German orthoiiox party, t he outatancling ei-

poneut of 1'hioh waa Babbi Iarael Blldeabeimer, and whose plat form waa defined 

a t the Rabbinical Oonferenoe at .Baciapeat i n 1869, as followss "-" faithful 

aalle renoe to tradi tional teachings combined with an effecti ve effor t t o keep 
66 

in t ouch wi.Lh ibe spi rit of pr ogress,• In real it1, this plat f orm auvoca tes a 

complete adaptation to the cultu ral environmen t from without. and an uncondlt1onal 
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ao.hereuoe to a seale'1 Jw.i.aism from within. It is this veey attit.uu.e wb1ab 

is refleoteci moat oonsiatently in ».enu.elsohn's life &l'lC1 works . &m .oerntel<l 

is perteot.ly rignt when he says of ~en~elao.bn inat ne w~s the first among the 

011ltured Jews to 111hom the problem of the Jews was primacy ana t.bAt of JUA&lm 
57 

/e4 '"',.f !/lfV -~~~ ./;,,..,1) :J#) 1h/j/1 // 
. '"'J ;@d' V>' J a>N> -vr / 

Ino.eed., J.leuu.elao.bD •• not iut.ere&ucl in oontrlb11ting an,yr;hing to the progreu 

ot Jui:a.aism as auch, tor even tbe "Biur" ..Oio.u 1• tli• onl)r _J; reat coniriouUon to 

Juaaism, Manuelao.bD himaelf adm1 ta 1n .oia int roo.uotion waa an idea ooncehecl 
58 

'by Solomon b . Joel lklbza.o. 

~bat Menuelaobn waa rat uc r a oh•pion of Jewish rights than ot 
69 

Juuaiem ia evident from the tact that he waa actually disinte rested i n Jewish 

probl- al together until the year 1771, at the time ~en be reaobed t he age 

of 42, an<i. after h&ving acquired al ready a great reputation among non-Jewiah 

circles as an outstanding metaphysioian, !i'he i'mpetus for his inte rest in Jewish 

problems even afte r Lh&t d5.te oame also from Witho~t , a s he was forcea to state 
60 

his views on Juuaiam by tbe cont rov rsy with the ChrisLian tbeoloe ian Lavate r. 

Likewise, weDU.elao.bn'• Jewish aotivitie• utter that incia.ent show clearly that 

n~ was more 1nteres teQ in securing ~ivil emancipation for the Jews ratne r Lb~ 

i n t :1e i n.ue r Qevelopment of Jua.aiam. A complete u1scus s ion of ihis woulo. lead. 

us far a tiel ci, but a te• inat.anoes will au!fice. His ettor i. to a bolish early 
61 

burial• , tor inatanoe, was c l early noi a llleasure of reform. for t here were 

~ ot.ber .Phases of Jewiah praciioe 1'D.iob he regaNed wit11. <lisfavor anu. for 
62 

Hu mothe tor be i ng i u tavor ol' this 

partio~lar reform can be explaine u. only by Lile ta~t Lll&t he believea that suoh 

a refonn would facilit ate the proc e ss of enanoipation. ~he • e ry fact tbat hi• 

int erest i u ~hia refonn oame as a r -: sult ol' t oe .iAoree of the ju;(e of MeoJtlenbu?"g-
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&a 
~obwerin (April 1772) woula. l eau us to this o onolws1on. ~imllarl~. 'lltlell ill 

1777 several hundreo. ia;><nerlshed Jem 1'ere a bout to be expelled from ..,.aciell, 

.iemelaolm 1nteroeded in their bebalr. In 1778 at t he request of Hlrsohel 

Levin. chief rabbi of Berlin, he wrote a oomp1latlon of the oivU lawa of the 

C~t.JI /"" 1n Ge111W1, 111hioh he o&lled "Ritualgeaetze cler Juden" to proTe 

to King Prederiab that the laws of Judai am d.ll not llOnfl1ct in any ·~ with those 
6• 

A.a f ur aa i:he pW>lloat i ·on of the .Slur in 1779 we can ment1on,1n 

at!U.ltion to What baa been s ta te'l above the letter of ... emelaonn t o nls triem 
I -

ot the state. 

Augustus ~on He1ni ngs , the ..aniah ~tate oo.mcillor (June 29 , l ??i ), in which he 

stat.es ulearly tbat 11e 11aver 1nten1Leu. to .>ubliah it. out since ne waa led 

tbruJgh certain o1rc\ID8tanoea to d.o so, he l>elieves tba1. it -.ill be for t he best. 
66 

interes t s ot his people. 

alenuel~bn •1 collaboration wiiA Chr. w • .JObln in the p ublication 

,, l ot the uooument "\Jeber Qie au.rser iahe Verbesael"Wlb der Ju-i,en" 8ll'4 his preface 
. 

to Marotia Herz •a tranalatiou o f the 11Vill'lioiae Jw.aeorum"• tJ1e tamoua apolok,et io 

wonc of i.4enasaeh b. Israel, were like•iae emancipatory enueavora. .lg&1n, hi• 

"~um opwi'' )~ naaalc• (Berli.A 1763) 1a surely not a i rea1.he on Judaism, as it 

ia assumed to be, but rathe r an apolobetic work 1~ behalf of the religion ot 

the Jews, Whioh Melad.elaobn tried to represent in a most favorable light . ~hough 

thi s "'Ork w~ and atill is regard.e~ as an epoch-maJcina book. i t has but little 
I ' 

originality and ahowa &lto~e the r a lack of historic perspective. ?or our 

purpose it ls enough to ment i on of this book t bat in it Uendelsohn regarded eve17 

ceremonial law as t~ving etenial validity, unless abrogaieu by a new revelation. 

"'l!he spirit of Junaism." he saiu, "is fred~Om of ~octrine an~ ~onformit.y in 
66 

ac t ion." tet., in spite ot I.bis , as we nave seen a bove, wen~el~hn, i n n1s 

introuuction to the aiur olung fir~ly to tbs moat narrow oonatru.cti~n of J P.wish 

uootrines canoern1ne; revelation. Again, uan,y see i u this uual att1tu~e towards 

-
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u.octdne a ~ring cmplic i t y . or inulleotual ~ocri•y on the part of Mendel-

so.bn. DUt i n juatice to him it must be saiQ that tnere is not t he s llgoteat 

evia.ence fo r suoh an a ooU&ation. because l.fenuel&ohn ' s intellectual inte&rity waa 

beyond r eproach. ~o understand this seeming inoon.siatenoy on t he part ot Men-

dels ohn. 11e rmiat bear ln '.ino i hat to him. like to the cultured ~man. orthod-

ox Jew of our own time. J udaism was a c losed chapter wnich cannot allow tor 

~ changes e~ept for sucb minor r eforms 1'hich would improve the ci vi l atatua 

ot the Jew. 

And t hough Mendelsohn wa.s an outs tanui llb figJ re i n the Biurist 

mover!lent. anu thougn he was ins t rumeutal i n the foun<iat i on ot t he "lleC¥&e f'' 

ana gave it even a f ew anoi:wmous contribut ions, the tact remaius t nat he did 

not write a single work in Hebrew setting ;·or th hi& philoso1rnio views to Jewish 

rea<lers . ~his taot la. moat glaring , becaus e ;Je nQelaohn we.a a mas te r or Hebrew -
Qty le• anu. beoauae 1.he "Hebrew language was .cnown t hen to ab out all J ews , wit h 

i.ue exception of a tew ignorant villagers , and it o!ter eu. a most excellent 
68 

mectl :llD t or p ropot;ating •'uropean cu l ture." ~his onl:ir conti ms uur .lOncl ua ion 

t hat tne reason Uenuelsohn wrote at all on matters pe rtaini?Jg to Jua.ai sm is be-

cause of hi.$ d.eai re to ga in non-Je.,.i sJ1 rtioognition fo r his peop le, rather tHan. 

to furtAer t.he ~evelopment ot Juae.i s:n. HellCe. the one t,r eat achievement to 

Uenae lsotm ' s o reui t is the civil emancipation o f the .Tewa bet;iuning with the -
nine teenth century. Ind.irect l y . this ach~evement helped to ~urthe r the move-

mP~lt tor r e t onn.s ana tor Ueo-Hebraic renalsaanae, but on t he other hand., it 

impeded the prog r ess ot both. For each of these movem~nts aimeu i n its own 

'Way t.o creat e a rnouern Ju<laisrn which sboulu. for r:i a s~thesi :; oe tween ·:1estern 

4ult.ure anu t ra.ui t ion.al Jua.a i sm. •1nile Menu.elsonn ' s iu.eo l ot.Y on l y .oel peti to 

c r eate a dichotomy in <.he life of the people wbic1. finally leu to wholesale 

.. -1;31:1 
1,. l:J? 
1./?'~ ' 

'1 If.; 
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• 

apos~asy. Anu becauae ot bi& c r eat pr ·stiLe, both tne reform movemeut i u Ge~ 

many anu the Hebrew renalsaa.nce i u ~tern ~urope suffered tor a long tice from 

t bia ...entJ.el!.2._lmian legaoy wbioh found its c learest expression in the motto of 

.J 111.l&h Leon uol"Clon, " f-6; ;a 1 .,/';) ~I tp/IJ'J. Pf~ .,,;, "
6

; "Be a ooamo­

pol ltan man from wi thout and a ~ rao.itioual Jew from with in. • l t ia only wi t h - -
t .ue appearauoe of men li.m a brauam Geige r auu .,amuel lio l uheim in Ge~, 

71 
anu l ike 2erets ~molenikln i u .husaia, 

?O 

gan to sba,:e ott t.h 1.s wtenuelao.unian attitucie to Jud.ahm, which can a_>peal only 

.- t o people ot oo~•rll8ntal mincls . 

!hougti Uendelaohn aid not occup y a very g reat place in Hebrew -
l iterature , we1~u to dwell at l ength on h ia aotivi tiea and on h is attitude"' 

t o J uuaism fo r several reason.as First , it enaol e d us to unders ta~~ t hat .en-

del~hnian leeaoy under whic 11 both the ~fonners ana tne "!lasldl1r.t" bau to 

l abor; seco~dly , it p roved bey ond any uoubt how f a lse it la t o r ei:raru t he re--
torr: movement oonconni t ant wi t h emanoipa t i on as .tSernfelJ. uoes •./»~» 

.. (, :J 72 

1
;J-tj;pe "' ''~• ')"~ · •l'f)i anu thir<Uy, it serveci to corroborate t r.e cont ention 

rnaae above that emanci!a t.ion wi thout an i nue r ouhural awai<:enill(; leau:; log-

1oa lly no t. to '' re f onn" but to a stagnant ortbou oxy a s it exia t.s tou.~ iu uer-
-... 73 

many , ~ranee and. Englana.. or i n t1ae Sepnar uic .:on.':lunit i e s iu '.L'urkey . 

~he 01.he r out atanui?lb f i gures &:lOIJb t.he "B1 urls ts" wi 11 be 

treat eu in oo.meot1on wi t n the "lleas ~ fim" . 

5. iGe Ueaastim. 

Thol.lt;;ll Ji.entte~onn was uo uo..1bt tne centra l magneti .:: fi t;;ure in 

t ll t! o ircle or t.hc oultur e u Je ws iu l6eruu::.ey , :,re t it i s wno>i& a i s followe rs ana. 

friends that we must seak \.he true bearer s oi t lJ.e J ewish renneisance i n t he ena. 

of ihe e i 1;ht.eenth c entury. It vn s a lready mentioned above that it was Wess ely. 

-

-

--
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l.Senuel~Jm 'a ~le>& est frienu , 111bo sought to bring in Wea te r !l cul cure in the 

life of the Jew through t he me'11.um of a moO.~rnized Rebre1' lantrJS.ge and. throu.gh 

ref onns in the Hebre-r. education of the ohilo ren. Bot n ot t.hese movements, in 

whic n ~enQelsobn himself disp layea but a pa; s ive interest, became the pivota! -
issues of the i.leas stim am awakened. a responsive thrill i Jl the hearcs of bis 

you:.ig followers ana. all.l:Di r e r s . _!>articularly of tlis proteges among \. he ~olish 

i nllic rants. Ot course, ~raetz Witt.. .bis well-lmown preJi.ttl.ioe tOwar<lS the .t'olish 

Jews . s&~s of them as follow•: "Y1Jung roles , ad.venturou.s s p iriu, thlratillg 

for IClOWl edge with f.'OOd. m: n ci.s but contuseu tho~ts. both pure and. impure 

elements , torced. themsel~e• upon ~en~elaohn anu brought bin into bao. repute . 

ine majority Jl&..l broen not. alone ;;itl'l the 'taluua.., but also with religion anu. 

moral Hy ; they lea. a u i u olute lite , ou.t aonaia.ereu. it the mark of philosopny 

e .• t e reu i u"o rela\. i ons wit.H tnem. J.elo. u.is~uss ivns wit.o t.a.ern , buvanceu 8.UQ 

7• 
ai'1eCI. t.n •m, which nlso c ast. a false lit;;Jlt upon his relat i on to Juue.i.sm." 

t he fact of the ma t ter is tuat. t 11ese ~oliah i ani"'rants whom \Ira.ai l so mercl-

lessly aerided• mad.e Meno.clsohn's position in Juusis· wru..t it was , and it was 

\.bey who bro~t in the 'lew era o f enlit;ht. ::'lent into ber.""..an Jewry. For Aen-

deJ s ohi: was not only tau!J.ht and. 111 f luenoeci by them but. it was t hey 1'ho maue the 

5iur acces~ib le to the ?oli sh Jews who were its grea ~ ~st pa tronizers , and it ...:as 

thei r _ont rioJ t ioua to the 11lieaasef••, together wit 11 t hose of t ne Italian 
75 

s chola r s . tnat &-ave this period any lit. el"ary value <L t all . 

Among 1.hose wno nave exertea a great. iuflueuce up~n ~he so-calle~ 

-

111.teuuelsob.nian school" 1fat> Solomon JA.tbno Of rolanc.i.. ~bno was toe O...tts tanu.- ,_. 
76 

i...g Hebre w lit ~rary t;eniu:> of nis ti1:ie , an~ it wo.s ne wn.o was re::;ponsible 

for t.Jle p .wlioation ot tlie .blur anu f or its p oyularity . I t 'llas his eu.ition of \ 
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Lus zato '• 
tZ'r-,..£· ... 

••La- Xesharim ·~ilah" tllat i:ar.cs , a~coru. ing to ::nous~ba, the re- {, r , • .h 
77 ~·~? 

naisaauce i.. Hebrew literat ure . Likewise, A4ron Yaroslav , ~hal om ~.!ohen, 

l&l2..:.0 Ha- Levi ~at.anow , l:enilel Levin , J uuab Den-Je•i., anC1 a numbe r of o t hers , 

al l .b.ai l e Cl f rom ~olanG, an amon& tnem were leau1Ut,, contributors to t he Blur, 
78 

1.uile othe rs were out s tanui ug Meas~fim. 

i ne ha.ea ot esiaolisn1~ t he ''Keattsef " aa a lieorew mont h ly 

pe r1oc11ca l was conoeiv eu. by laaao 6braham ~uchel lB· Uopeub.ageu l 7b8; Cl. 

79 80 
He r liu 1804 ) and by ..leU11el ~resslau ld . a t ~res&lau 1629 ). In th e spring 

of 17~ , \.hey 1osuea. an appeal i o ell the J e?ts t o ass i s t i n t he establishment 

ot a society f or the study of Rebr ew 

fi r s t nu:nbe!" of the peri ou.icsl was a:mo.mced Atlril 1.:. , 173:! i n a pr ospe_tus 
It "31 

"lfabal lia- j sor••, and the : i::-st volume ap!)eare d at l!oni rsbP r '" in 1784, be-

oaase a nunbe r of philanthropic Jews t here g4ve the1- cen9r ous SU? ort for 
82 

H11s entt:trprise. 

/or our purpose it is in,teres ti ni~ to note that "or f'?'lr thb 1. 

t hei r scneue woulct tail to aro11s e the anc. hus iaam of the I' eople, t/1e l eaue r. of 

lit e ratur e , Mes .. ely ~ave i..ne "~&$sef" n ot "'--.i nis sau.ai o~. oul ~d:.o nis 

l i t e rar'J cont ri out ions wnich t;ave tue ,p,; riO<l i cal ~t ouoe a s t.anui?A6 i u t h e 

CO!l'nunit.y . I n Ji& leii ... r \.v t J,.e e i tur::1 , ..u:.t.eu \.ue 4. t J, of :>h ' bat , Nessely 

s ives tl1em not 011ly worus o! e nc oura.sem n t out a l so a •norG or ti iely wa rn i ng 

tuai ti.e;1 do not an1.asonize t he author ities ot' r t? l igion ir. any mruwe r, and 
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that they shoul~ not ma~e the Hebrew lanru.a~ as an e~~ in itselt but that it 
84 

shall eve r remain a means ~or the stuay of t he ~orah. 

'the QUrpose of the i.leas s f i rr. •as clearl:1 t o b ring in a revival 

i n Hebrew literature and c ulture. ..chel. ueing one of h .. e very few cultured 

at t he time could not help oui u~plore the euucativtAal status of his peopl e. 

a.nu with the enthus i asm of a reforme r he crie~ uJt. ".dehol~ tne season of 

l earuill4; ua.s co:ne t o all nati um; ; t ney r es t neit.lh:: r uay nor ni gllt l'rom teaching 
85 

their ohil~ren ~ne art of letters; wny tnen si t we iale, tolu.i ng our t.ano.st " 

Allcnel was not. call i.ng in the a.esert, fo r t h e bes t elemt;n t of the young gen-
86 

eration irome.uiately resp ouo.eu. witH equal enthusiasm. 

lj!he ea.1tor~ of tue ... eassef s ougnt to a void one-sio.ew:iess a.no. tney 

uiviueu t ue pe rio~ical i nt o rive ~ep&.rtmeutsi roetry; e ssays--liD&uistic, 

exebetical auo. •al llLlc.U.-0; uiogrb.puic~l ar1.icles i curr~u\. news ; auu rdvie~·.s ot 
87 

o·..trrent publ icat i ous . ant tho ..igh ~rnfelde like many otne r s . 1ninimizes sar-
88 

castically 1.lle lit e rar,:1 importance ot tile •JJea:;set" , we ou~t not forgei t.hat 

it was tne first succes atul attempt of its sort iu Je·~sh nis tor y . l t is t rue 

1.bat t oo many of i ts contributors were shal l ow illtellectuals , l acldng oreaclth 

of vision , ye t it must be aamitted I.hat 111 s p i te of all t he i r 3hortcomiugs , they 

,~ve brought i u a fresh current of life which r an t t. roue;ti ev~ l"'J Je'fttl centre ln .-

Buror e anu brou(;ht in a new i t.teal whicn dominated the Jewisu ·.vorlu of lette rs 
89 

f or tne next nalf century . It woulu b e out uf our r ea}u, to uis.;uss nere i.be 
90 

li~erary a spect of the - eassef, J'or we are inte re.neu i i L p ri:!l8.rily a s a 

taci.or i u t.He st rut;e lea tor r efonas i n Juu4i1>m . A.net ~ .. .. ucn i t s i uf l..teuce was 

llll:IJlifolu.i 

l. i or tne ..ieaasl'im chos e as their new spoe re of a<.;tivity t.he re 1·orm of 

He brew e letll!:ntar,v ouucbt.ion. wu icu , as stat.el.I. auove. 'l'as ;;ue f i rst step in tne 



- -46--

90 
moveme~t fo r synagog refonna . 

2. 'l..n.e; bat t l du. ab-aiu. t religious l'anaticis.m anu. casuistic rne l.uou.s in 

Jewisr. learning, s eekiut, to replace theei by liberal ia.eas anCl s~1enti!1c 
91 

research. 

at:,rain.st tue or thod.01 rauvis was rathe r rooa.era1.e uud t o the i ut'luence 01 'lea-

sely , yet w~ fiuCl alrea~ i •1 1.be Ueassef a r 1.ioles auvoca ting re f orms in minor 
92 

p~iLt& of Raoo i nic i;aot i ce and &Ynat;Ogal ritual. 

3 . 'lhe .l.iea&&ef was the first Hebrew lite rary medium which a dvocat ed the 

stu<l.v o f ue nnan and of liennan culture, and which sought 1;0 familiarize the Jews 

wit.h the soc ial and aesthetic cieman\La of modern li f e an'1 iuau Je t he!'.'! to rid 

t he~selv P.S Of t he i r.gra.ined peculiarities or Ghe1.to life .. 

4 . As tar as the Hebrew l anguage is l!o uoerneu., the ·~assfi:n suo..!eeded in 

purifying it :trou1 l18.bb1n1c o.istortions anu i t. restoring :it. to its .diblical t onn. 

AilU too~ tJle;i1 went to too b reat an exi.reme 1.. t hat. uil'.'le.; tiou , yet it was u.ue 

to this effort taat the secularl1atiou of hebrew liter~t·tJ.re was broughL .s. oout • 

.... oreove r, 1.hruu191 their i ndep ena.ent s ecular Hebrew perio,~ical , t.Jle ~assfi :!I 

were aole to Cli&semi nate anu to interohai)be tne probres~ive iu~as hailii::g f r om 

tne lioeral J e ~sh ~i r~les ot ~'l'ance~ liollanu. , ~ol.auu , ~alicia , ana Ge~. 

!.> • .dut tile greatest. cont. ri but i on of the ...tea asfim to lioural Juuais ~ wa& , 

as sta1.eu a uove, the eatablisnment. of t.he firsi. i'onma, i.n whi on eu.t4cateu. J e ' iah 

18',·meu coulu aiscuss l'ree l y problems .:011oerniug J ews an<i• Juuaism, whion i n time 

co111pelleu. t.ne or thou.ox rao ..,is \.1.1 s.uare their a\.ltuor ity e>ve r t ne people . 

1 t has been t.he voc;ue 81'.!long Hebre"' jounud is ta i n lias.:>ia to 

cr1t l ca1:-;e v e ry severely tne "Meass fim'' and to bra.nu thej, r a c tivities as de-
93 

structive a nu negative. As proof for their contentio .1, they would. ,!)Oint out 

to tne s nor t uure.tion or 'the "liieassef.. f r om 1784- l8ll )ie 'Re mus t bea r in lilind , 
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however, tha v t.be lleaase r was the fi r s t experiment of i ts k i nd 1n J evri.sh lit-

era ~ure and t.hougb t.he pe rtod.i cal ceas eu ~o !unc t i on i n 11311 , 1.ne Hebrew j ourn-

a l is t ic movel!)o;!n t •hion they began cont.inue~ "o t h i s very ciay ana. was t he most 

potent fac t or in I.he u.blnt eg radon ot the spiritual ues p•atism wbicu the or-

tho11ox. raub i s ei13 r ted i n Jewisn lire. t)u the ruius of t his "lJeaasef" the "Bik-

~re li,a..l t tim" &ppebre~ (Vienna 1820-131~) , for i t was eata~liahed by oue of 

t.he tonoe r Mea.ss tim, Shol om Ha- Kohen. ~is pe ri ouica l was suoceeu.eu i n turn 
94" 

oy otue ra, &1.u s o the alla in of He br ew j ourna lism con t i nues to t ll is ve ry ~· 

·~ue precar i ou.s ex.1 a t eLtCe of ttle "Uea sse t ••, auu. it.s earl;i o.ca t. L.. ca :.aiot be at-

t r i outea 1.0 t i.e polioy or t ne pe riouica l uor t o t he a.tlort comi llb-> of i ts c ol -

l a oor ators . r.ve ry s tudent of liebr e \• journa lis m knows ;.1d1.t - 11 tne Hebr ew 

pe ri ouica.l a au!fe reu t he s ame bi t 1.er fate, ana t.hat the e xis t ence of Hebrew 

pe r i o .z.i c a l a t ouay is .)u.st a s pr ecariou s . r or t o tuis ve1:-y c.1.ay Rebra"' periou-

1=:1t.l s 1. .. the Diaspora can s e r ve only a s t ransi t i onal me dlrnms f or the cul t ural 

soon as the 1naiv 1dual J ew i n t he ..Jla s p or a becomes au.,j.is ·r. eo. to the c .i l t 1:r e of 

nis envi r onment anu c onversant w1tL its 18.llb-uace, 11e riui:1s i n 1.he pe rioui ca l 

lit : rat..ure of t he vern~oular a more conveni e nt a.nu •.. v :-e e f f i .; i ent meui um of 

iufonnat1on , anu t'i no.s no l onger any vit al ueeu. for a lieorew pe : i o1.1.ic al. Henoe . 

as so Ju a s tue cu l iural a i.11 o ~· tne ueass 1'h was a .;.:: o.!lpl ism.;:u anu. t h e .i ews uiu. 

oecorne thur vugb.l y oonve rs a.ct " ith lienna., culiur e . the cu um of 1.ne ?c riouical 
95 

was 1.1evi t a ble • 

.-.heae t ... c t s o us t be oor ue i n mi nu. it we a.re i.o Ullu.ers .. ana. t he 

a u.i t uue of t ile early r e for...1-> t.o tne lieorew lan~e. J..'1.e ea r l y re fo r:ne r s i n 

.;e rmcu,y , l.l um.n..r y t o tJle pr evai l i ll5 impress i uu , wet'\. no1. a t.t-ius t t oe iiebr ew 

l ani,'U&be • l\&t.h.e r t.1.e c ont ra ry i s t.rue . ~or iu lie n nai:cy i t waF chi efl y t.ne 
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<t1s~uss1on evoked by tne mov ement for religious reforms i hat createu a li ter-
96 

ai.ure in liebre.,,. The u.eoadence o~ t n.e Rebrevi learni~ iu liermany afte r the 

emancipation i s awnlt tea. even uy .oernfelu to be uue ahie!ly to the f>Oli tical 

aua economic o on<iltione then, rather than t o the acti'Yitie s of ihe weaastim 
9'7 

an~ or the early reronnera . It is to meet these critical conditions that 

t.he lat te r bega 11 to :aa.vooate praye rs and s e rmons i n the ve rnacular in order 

to :r.eep the uni nformed masses , ,!)a r t ioularly the women , with i n the folct of 
98 2 99 

Judaism. ""louso.bS', comment i ng on Lieberman's oook, "Or NoESh''• rer.iarks 

that i t is ~urious to reaa p leas T.ritten 1 & c lassic ~eorew t or the abol i t-

i v. uf the iieor ew language a.nu. abp.iu.n t he mainte.aance of J e 11isn nationalit y • 
100 

.o . .lt , as Wt1 shal l s ee la :.e r, Li e berman anu his li;ce t!DtP. r taineu. no such motives 

in a1.1v~aiing tile use ot the vernacular for relig i ous 9' t!'poses. l n s teaa. , they 

were prom~..ieu. by mot iv es similar to tt.ose of l.he Hassldic leao.ers who , in 

st) ile ot i r..e ir arQ.en1. l o~ e for Hebrew, au 1oca ieu the use of Ji.1.Qaeo-uer.nan , 
101 

oeci-..t.Se ot ineir passlo!l tor tne popula :1.:;:at.iou or .i uuais1n a.mo~ i r.e un lea rned. 

lJ f cvurse , \.hi s p o!Jul arhaiion ten1.tency a.ssll!.u..e u abnormal p ropvrtions i:>eyon 1.1. 

1. ne l i Ull .. ::. ~outemplat eu by t.ue i:: arl,y reformers , am.l ii. is \.lJ.e abuse u:' t.hat 

tenueucy t hat pr oveu. so f~ to the ~ronn roov 1:m"nt. lor it 18 t h is extreme 

pession t or the popula riaai i on of .luua.is1:-. aJW the a.is toned co..1Cept.i1.1n of 

synat;os al 1.1.emocracy that u>ave S\,\premacy to 1.he ·•i:.m-Hare t z" i n J c:wish 11 l'e . "U"nich 

i n turn leu. to ihe u..ecl ine of Hebre·~ learniw amoni:; t.ue laity ano. t a e r &..ooinate 
102 

jus 1. as it J.oes in our American Je·,.isn cornmu.nil.ies t ot.lay . It ls onl:: as 

we exonerat e the ~a rly re forme r s from the charge v! anti-Hebraic tej~encies 

tnat we cau ap oroach tne Hebrew lii.e ra 'Lur '! of t h.al. time ~it1 1u:i1. p re- es;aulished 

'oias . 

-
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6. :laooinic Suyport for Jietorms . 

I n analyzine 1.he Hebrew li tcra~ure ev oJt"eu by t h e ~ov~nent tor 

reli{>ious refon.1s, we cai:wot l'ollow aey ot11er order except t .llE-t of chronology • 

.->e i t 11otecl t h&t all the rabbinical approval to the reform movem&nt came f rom -
I waly , 'Me s tpnalia ana. liUJ'.lb"B.ry . All I.he "'e nnan ra.bb i s , &b.ve oue, were bi tte rly 

an~ uncompromisingly o~poseu even t o the s lit;ntest auu tue r.10s t ins i gni f icant 

inuovk~iowo . ~ne OillJ liennan raobi wno was i n ~ympbthy wi tn tae reform move-
10;,i 

meut was '"'Sul :iirshel .oe rlin \17,.0-1794 ). AllQ. t hougn he wa s one ol' 1.ue few 

rauois ot ili:; time wno combi ned g r ea t 1.almualo learnint. wi tu secular e uuca t -

i ou , ye t the underhanaeci anu u.1shonorable methoa.t» which he !)nrsuea in uefend-

ing the refonners di~ more nann than GOOd to t he cause of r eform. Occupying 

as he a iu ~ne rabbinate l u lnm~fort-on-the-Uder it was impos s i bl e tor bi~ to 

denounce openly the ol cl order wi t h out su!'f t>ring the coiu; ecn1euces , a s uia h i& 

PmJtia ... ian colleague, Aaron Cborin. .:>erl in, therefore , ;hose to a dvan;:e bis 

pr ot r essi ve ideas anonymously or una.er pseuuonyrns , a cour se vmic1. p ..-t hi.1 a.na. 

tne Cliuse ·.1hich he c:lltenaeci i u 6reai u.is re9ute . 

I n b i& younger u.~s , ... aul Darl in .;a-ne uu1.1.e r t ne il.i l uem;e of 

tne u:rea~ ~oli1h scholur anu. poet . Isaac lial evi !:>atanov . the la l.t~r r e!Jre-

s euteu a pecul iar conglomeration of ~ontra~ts--he a~e ssea. in tLe t a r b of the 

.ColisJ1 -i ew of t uat p o.: rioCl. yet w:.s a thor uu£;b lrer:~ i n h is actiuus ana Aabits . 

~buugh ort..bodox in o ts oelie fs . ne neve r t..aele$S ;·avo!"eu r t.l'oru: i u pr actise. He 

was one ot t.ne t,. rea.test aui.nori t i t:is 0 14 Jewi sh lraJ.it i ou anu l ore , auu was &.t 

t 1,.e saiue t i r.:e 1.ne i:.ws L r r e e- thilv.:int;; of 1,uiloso!1ne rs . He was a p roli ic writ e r. 

yet ~ust of his wor ks were publisheu anonymo..zs l y . Ami even i n tne r:io&t e &rnest 

a ncL so l emn ol' hi s writillbs tJ1ere can always oe 1.. i scer.ae\.l lin unuercurren\. o:· 
104 

ine most pla~ ful humor. De rlin , howeve r, i uneritea iron bis maste~ a l l the 
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unwholesome qgalitiea ano. the UDQeroanQed me t hods which he later on displayed 

i n al l b1a woro. 

Berlin beh-an his l iterary career with an ~oua c ircular 

lette r. ''ICetQ.b Yoaher" ( Berlin 1794 ) 1n defense of Messely's p roeram tor ech2-

oat i onal r e fonnis . I n thia c ircular le ite r we see alreauy tlle ten\.Lency of the 

man. unlil09 ~eaaely. who ap..iro~chea. ~lle suoje ci wii 1. reverE1nce anu witu intel-

lectual earues tuea1>. Berlin bet r ays iu hii> c ri t 1.J1Gm a mor o1a. sarcasm in v111-

tyill6 HDl.l r1o.iculing the r& :> uis an11 tihe tea.!hers who 1.ij>hel1.t i.he trau.1 t i onal 

system ot J e i~h e 1.tUClitiou anu learning. AS an lllustratio.i of the racy humor 

wn.icu .oerl in c\Jn.s tan t ly emplo;,•cu ~-ains t bia O.Y11enenta 9 tlie followilll; 1'iOrca 

wnici ne } uts iut o the mo~tu of a~uelame~· 1s typical& 

p 1t y ) -*/,t i) N ;; fc ,. 
1#~ >.:J ;) ~ 1) ?(!) 0 r) #, ,.~ ,.,, ,,k , ) .t,.t "'"'le -· 
"'?/ J~I; p-v '> ~.J> '¥1> (11!./)o_/ ; (f) fl@_)' r ~ ,,,(;,-., uh( ~ ,,,? 

n'«V' u;, H vve ~? fa µ,e,,., ~~ , /'/NSJ ./_. f""" ,/,h 
~J A:J -/+-,, l°"N 'r/;~; .-;a,/~ /,, .. i)t ,,-p~ -A_!/'V 
.viJ? U.LJ / !:./N~ ~?17/I (!_,A / ,.,"/ /A#K~ --"..!l~iJ /?y 

,, ? ,,, .l''il /-'(./,, /' ...r- ~-7 gr . iY .Y ijtj? ,._ -3-W; 
h /J; / 'aNU ~A#")l AA '~ ;-·,,,,,/~/I' ,,-..:/~~A 

·i~?r 

This tenuency 16 ~ ti ll more e viueut in r.is pseuu.onymous -vor;c. 

"-'i:peb Yoittel•• (publis.t1eO. by .oAB.vid. ~riedlanuer an" his orotne r-1n-law, It::i~, 
106 

aerlin l? d~ J , a p olemic at,ainat tine ":L'orai rekuiiel" ol' !18phael lia-Kcu.en. 

i ne la ti.er wa ,,. one 01' t he Lreatest s.;hvlars of lit.nuania &nu arier :>erving 

1. n.e r ~ as ra vo1 for r:\8.lly Je&rs, he was .:alleu to till tbe raobi.uaie or I.he 

1111.ree ~o:aiuunitiea•• { .. ltona • .dambur g a.no. Wanua oeok). z1ap.nael was esieena u not 



--51--

only by Je s1sh •~holara bu~ a lao by t Ae 4tng o: JIBnmark. He was one ot Lne 

most zeal ous a<ivooaua of tD.e olv. uro.er anu. the most bhter op11oue11t of lienu.et!. -

sonn ' .:. .. ranala t io11 of ihe ~\&teu.ail &1u. of a ll the oultural il'.Ulovat1ons 1n 11ia 

t ime . ~aul .>e rlin WlU.er the assumed name of ~baU.1al1 b. Banioh of ~olanu." at-

t empteu. to riu.icule in hi s wor~ the 4almuu1c rnethoQa of Aapaael, au~ io sc 16-
l0'1 

llBt.iae bio not only as ignorant but als o a s inte lle~t.ually Qiahoneat. 2he 

publishers of the book declared in a preface tnat tney bad recoiveu this work 

f rom e t ravel ing roliah .i.almuaiat. anu. haQ consid~red i t t bei r uut y to print 

ana sutmit it to the judgment of speo1al1at.a. In or<ier to se.;ure the anonirnity 

more thor oughly, ~aul .>erli~ ana. nis faihe.r •ere named amont: t.hose who were to 
108 

pass on i t. Aa soon as this book reaclled Altoua aua Hamt>ur t;; . where ~phael 

was .-:hief raboi , the work as well & $ its author we..,.; placet.I. w1u.e!" tne ban. The 

resetlt.rnent. was noi so tn~u to t he c ri t.i.:ism o;;· -lapnael ' s .1.al C"1uu1c met.hot.ls of 

interpret.~tion bui to t.ne ~nt.irely o.ufoUJlCl.e<i a itac.c upon tue h\Ju~r a.u11 ho~iesty 

vf the fo r emoa t exponent of ort.hoclo.x rabbinism anu ,.,hose i n.::orrup tibil iiy ana. 

firmne ss ot cha.rao Le r were ad.mire~ even by his enemies . ~e iAt rouuct1on, as 

wel l as t.11e •1nule work or D&rl in, is writ. t en in a :nos t vulger a rro0ru.ce , Emu is 

1"Ull of uie most out r&gt:OWi epithe ts whioL fims no parallel i n !1.8.0binic lit-

erat ure. Hau ~~rliu oeeu cuut.e ut to illui> Lr&t.e t ne seusile&s ca suistio metAOu& 

of the current rabbinic lit eratur e , as a.isplayea. in :napnael ' :5 wo r.<:, .oe wuul<l 

1.ave perl°ormeu a meritorious wor j{. Dut .tus venemous at.tao.cs anu inexclts&ole 

kvity wit11 w.uioh he 1.rea~ea. an honored l eaa.er in I s rael only helpea. to inj~re 

t.ne cause whi~h h e d~a i red t.o f urther. 

Re!or e the excitement over this scanLLalous a f fair ilad subs ia.ed , 

rlerlin created a new sen.sat.io:u by a nothe r rabbinic '"'O r.c. l u 179~ ht publisned 

at ~erlin under the ti t le "Beaa~lm 3osh" 392 responsa nQrpori i ng to be by 
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R • ..she r b. J ehiel, with HlElllY g losses ano. CO:ll!.1en ts whi.::h he called 

''Fish .tare". On t.tle titl e page o · ttis book it is stat.e'4 that. taese responsa 

were collected OJ a i;;ontemporary uf tne "Ros 11" • R. lsac..c a.e .140a.eno , anu. i n the 

i 1 t. roauct.ion h is asserteel. t.nat. these were i'uund i n a ma.nusoript , hitherto 

unknown. Darlin clai:oeu. t.nat ne OilUt,t1t ihis collectiou 1'rom a 'lurldsu ra.bbiJ, 

~im b . J oual1 ~eehi, Whom he met at Ca&$al i u the province of riedmunt \ ?) , 

Ii nas oeeu well est.abl i $heQ uow t.illit the wuole worJC is a i'OI!:,::::ry. anu. tuato 1.ae 

.uames of t..b.e people mentlo11ecJ. i u "he iu& rou.uct i on are fict i tious . Aft er the 

gubli~tion of thia wor1t a pauiplllet was ia&l.le<l oy Jolt of Lan<aber~ 1.0 prove 

tnat the work waa spurious . .derlin arouseci a s t.o nn o i' i nQi t,nat ion by tbu.& 

frauei.uleutly usiug tile h8Ule of i i..e mo ... t. l'amous n.i.obis ol' t ile ..UQ\1le Aees to 

c ombat or thodoxy. 

A few examples will illustrate the charac i. e r o! t hese respoW>a • 

.Berl in sa ys, tor i ns t ance , i n one res_!lonss th.at. an i ns i gllt i n to t He _>ri ncl tJ les 

of t.iie ~ora.n anci its commands cannot be ( '8.ined ~i rect ly fro.1 it or from t.radi-

tioa. but only oy means of t.he ph Uosophico-log ica l 1. raiu i ug u.e riveu fro.· non-
109 

J e .. 1isn sources . 

'J!his opiniuu i& as~riueu. t o A.Sne r b • .1.ehie l wuu .!ouu.emued. t he 

s t. .i.Cly of p.bilo1>o;>n.y • a uu e ven 1.uc 1'8.\.ural sc i.e~ ces as bting non-J ewisn amL 
. llO 

pe rnlc lv1.1s . I n t.Ae same re sp o._:>o. , asuer b. i ehiel is quoteu as sa.yillb: 

"Article s of fai t:. Jl 1 .• 1usi o~ au.apt eu. 'tO in~ times i anu. at p reseut t !le most 
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:ssential a rtic l e is t.ltat we are a ll utt r rlt worth less a.uu uepra:veu., auu inat 

our only dut.J oonsist.s in loving t:-utu anu geac e 'UlLI. l earning to lO.lOW ~a. and 
111 

nis .. IOJ".i<S ." ~Jtus all of ..>erlin ' s :?"e spons~ are i n ,j ected 'f'ith phrases that 

criti:.! i ze tJle re.bbis of h is t ioe f or t heir ignor ance , narrow- miuueaness , un-

fuun~~d su9erstition anu ~tubooru separatism. R. !.She r is a l s o allged to be 

t ne aut.n• r o f the two resp onsa concerninr t he modifi.::at i on vf the c e remonial 
112 

} 'l.'.-:S • -hus, :or l!u.;tance, it shoul u be p~nnitteu lO srave anu. to urlnk non-
113 

kosher win e ( ro_/ IN ). 
'.A!hus , .oerlin expre:;~eti. his O\'tU v1e,-:s o .. the !le.:essit:t or r eform-

inb ~ne laws by as¢ r ibing tllei.1 to R. Ash'? r b • .teliiel Y1ho was t he most. rigorous 

le1JHist of \.ne t h irteenth oent\Uj'• nerl in c oul d not , " oever, escape the 

con&equences of sucb a moue o f warfare. As sovu as 1.he torr,-er-,1 was :ro..wu uut , 

ue uau t.o res1.g1.1 t.lle raboina t.e , an .. , i n or u.e r to enu. t ie <J.isp ute whicn ne had 

a ro ..i:SE':IJ. 1 e weui to J..o t.LOll wuere ne uied a few :oout.hs afte r h is arrival. 

tiaul .>erl iu typifies tne lmpiltuous .;uuths GD.Ju_ tue I'vllowe rs of 

tlessel j , Who we re tilleu wi\.u a buruine, uesi re to leau. tne .l-'eopl e t owaru h!tel-

l ectul1l f reeu.om ou t t o w.no .. -'essely ' z timiu au~ rJou.esi. attempi.s to iuaue,"Urate 

a ue P.:"1 d1u not S"))eal . Wit n their youthful a ra.or anu 1>hort- slbflt. eu.i1ess, t.hey 

u.iu not uuaerst.anci that a development of tne popular cous~iousness i s a s low 

pro.::ess. A.nu oeoause an one11 oaa.mpions hlp of r eform was as ye r. i rr.pos:: i ole , i.ney 

res orted to anon,ymuus wor <s tlll pampnlets full of debase d an~ emblttere~ a t -

ta;:<s upou !'18.bbiniso . -'el'li._ wa s the oJtsLana.~ng cnampi on of tr.a -. t,rpe , i'or 

oei nt; >-eally a 1_;reat '~almuuist 1!8 ICleW be i.t.e r t hG.D an;,r persOl \;!. C: wear.nes.:.es a1 

ort hodoxy. 
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? . -iaooini.} "'l.Ul!>Ort f or tile Re torm ... ovemeut uui siue ot Genna.ny. 

Wh1le the tiennan raoois, as sLatea. before , were ~ Lrenuously op-

p os ed io the slig.btes t i nnovat i vns i u taa tiers o~ relig ion , a mor e liberal re-

llgi uua Gp irit prevailea. outsio.e ot .,.e nnany . '.!!be first ra uoiui c w~rk to ap- .,,. 

prQ.ve openly anu. earnestly tne a.:;pi r atious of t.ne yOilJJSe r generatiou wa~ ti.at ot 

n .... euu.el "' t einhaNt, chiel' raooi of •eat.p11.1:ilia anu c vuuc illor vf iit.le cvusist.ory 

which convenecl i n 1807. ..ienuel .>tei:unarcU. was a talmuuist of not e, auu. iu b i& 

coll ec t1 .,i. of reapousa, "She 'elot u-.eshuoot .Abre 1.1~nahem" l Ot'fenoach ldO-.) , 

ue s hows a thvrougn mowl eage of •almu ... ic li terat ..ire wJ~iea 11e present.ea. i u a 

very clear anu l og ioal maimer. Hia style is not as ow.Jber s ome as that of i ne 

otber r a ubis of his tioe, an ! rom the ' introu.uction to nis 'PO!"k 'lte can see that 

he was a roociest a nu p r ogressbe scholar who, whi l e tl i:lging fi rml y t o t.rau.i t-

tion , was r eauy to meet t.he spir it of t he ti-ie as far as 1.raa.itio .1. will allow. 

Wheu l s rael Jacoos on bet.au to carry vut socne mi. or ~o::i ,unal, 

e u.ui.:atioual and congr ebel.tional refo rms a.moug t 11e Jews of ·'e~tplUtlia . "' t.eiunarcit 

wrot.e in uefense ot Ja.:ooson .bia"~bre l gge ret.b" (ea.. N. heiuenue i m. n0uelb.e ir:1, 

189.2 ) t o jus1.ify ihe innovat.ious i nt.rou..iceu by the Jewis1t consist.o ry a t cJass el. 

11• 
an.a. t o p rove tba ~ 1.hey were un~erta.cen i n conformity wi~" ~almwdic p rinci p les. 

Jaco t.son's aim• we re not to st.a ri a new movemc-- t. 1.a .Juu.aism. lie wa.s sely a 

public- sp1ritea. layman wno we::.s 1aoveu to itJtrou.uee i u .. ova .. i v ... s iu. or-.t~ r to re-

move cert.&in abuse• 1n J e· .. 1 sJ life. He sv ..igi :t. t.O improve f i rs t o:: ~1 1 • tne 

J ewisu corrmn.mal al'f&.i ra, t ne ini slllElll&ge rnuut. of whic i. causeu. au una..ie financial 

bur uen u y on t oe peop l e. Ae als o s 0 Ut_.,J1 t i. O i n trou.uoe & sys t. em in Lhe J ewish 

ea.ucli .. lollB.!. i us t itutions a.nu. a u.ecorum i ut o the religivus serv1.}es that t hey 

migllt appeal t.o the younger p e o!>l e who were orOtl(;rn. up in moucr n Weste rn 

cul ture. In fact , even t he opponents of the re f oru:.ers concede t.hat. the 



spiritua l deoadenoe i n the r e l i g ious service• a t t he t ime was intol erabl e a.net 
115 

that most of hi • i nnova t i ous were a bsolu tel y necessary. J acobson was f 1nnly 

conv i nce1.1 t hat re fonns ot some ki nd had t o be inaugu:"ai.ea. a t once . bu.t i n o rder 

not to antagonize the fana t ics he p rooeeued caut iois l y anu be, an h i s act l v1 t¥ 

by founo.ing t he tree aobool of &eesen l l 801) . where Jewish ana. ..;hrls t. i a n 

cniluren a l ike r eoeiveu. a mode rn e .i...toat i ons . ( ~nis c l ose ~s .. o..:iat.iou ot chii-

dreu of u.i r f e r eut oreeu.s wa& i n i t s e l f a g r eat i n....ovation at t he time . ) Jacob-

s on soen pe roei Ted the necessit y of a o. jw:ti ug tlle r e lit,"iuus se rv ices or t.ne 

schoul to tne aea tne t i o feelings of tne~e chi luren . lie . tne rerore . erecte <l in 

l ..110 a beautiful ..:ampl e '.'.i. l.hin the souool e r ow u.s a.nu. thv.Jbll ce maue no funaa-

menta l cnantc..es i n tAe ri t ual• he s b.oweu. " is re .tonna.tOl'"'i t en-.encies by i ntr o-

<luch~ an or~an • .nynms iu uerzn..n wart: swJg 0¥ t11e bo;s . pra.y ~rs in ... erin-_ we re 

aci.ue li t o those in the Hebr e:•1 , anci. ~~llllOUS we re f requent ly l". iven iu tne verna-

cular . ~hese d i i:;llt inr.ovations wer e t J e begiru..t inbs of the 3.el'ona i:.uvement a s 

a p r ac\.ical ach1eve~n~. .Jac obson •a r e formatory t. enuency was further shown by 

ois s ;. r ong a dvocacy i i! f avor of c ont i rmai i on serv i~es . I u 1811. J acobson con-

ti :-:.~Pd ;·or the : i --st. t. i 111e in the Sees eu ~;yna.gog f ive J ewi sh boys. 

Mte i nha rdt 9 who was a member ot the consis t.c ry . took pa l.us t o 

sho~1s that ; hese ap1larent innovatio~JS dlu not. t ransgress a:r:cy pres~ri oeci r~bb1- ,,... 

nical enact.ment . I n bis "~bre lger~t " • 1;bic11 consists ot' ien respousa , ::,te i n - ~ S'r1 

barot uefenu.s t he following i nnova t.i .1-s ot' tl1e consi :norya ~ne pennission to 
116 

ui.e pul se . ~~-ar , tea. an~ tobacco ou u.ays of ~a~sove r; the aboli t ion of 
117 

callillb p~ople to t he ~oran by i.ame ; t he introuuc 1.i1Ju o f Garman hymns in 
118 

t.ne ~hilaren•s s e rvic e• ; tne abo l ition or toe custo~ t.o co arounu t.ne 

al i•r in p r ocess i on witu t.ne lula b e:...cepi for t.ne o:ficer i. anu. t J.1.e ministers of 

tne co~.rtga1. i ..in; ihe &bolitiou ol' tile custo .. 1 of oeat.ing tuc wil ! 0\7S in Hos.nan.a 
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119 
Rab oa, auu illat.it u1.1ng the sbakillb thereof iuatt::au; the i~ova 1. iou to re-

~ite tne 

0 11 Sabba1.hs anu rest ivala; 
121 

the i nnovations :hat Kacli •h" be reoi\ea. in unison 

oy all the mourners 1 the omission o! tbe 

fore the ~igbteen Denetilc tion.s , 

piyutim be-
122 

except on Roah Haahona anc.I. Yom Xippur; t he 
123 

aoolition o f l;J, ,11, p r a.vel."6 1'hiot contain cabalist ic doctrine•; the 

abolition o! a nwnJer ot prayer s anu. p i yut i m that r efer t o tne persecu t i on of 

the J e1••s by non-Jewis n neighbors and to the enmity that exis t s be v •een tnem 

anci the lat ter, 

l n each respons o. »te inharot ol tes statemt!uts f rom ... 'almuu.i c and -
post-~almudic author1tt.a to juatify the i ll.llova tions. Be was moveu , he says, to 

ap,!)r uve tnt1Se uepar tures from t ra u.iti on beoauae ot the e~it;:eu1J ies of t"ue time • 

... 'he art;;WDents !or mos 1. of these i4n0vatioua are t he current ones i n p ro- re-

10n:i li te ra1. .ire , anu. we wil l hbve occ as i on later on io a.isc uss them in u<l t a 11 

iu co.....ect1 ... .J with Lieberman ' s 11'1efer ·lfogoh liazeuelc .. , whic.u is tae cos t. com--
p l ei-: a.polot>e tic work f or tbe j usti fl cat. i on ot l :f118tOt-, refonns ou tra1.1.i t ional 

124 
i.r ouna.s . Steinnar~t'a lletense of r~:orms is oharacter1$ i ic ot ~ue ii~e for 

it shows t:.a tue O). onent.s t 11eu u.i..: uJt untters t.ano. a.n:y raore t .a......u t ue p ropon-

ents the rea l issues lnvolvau. i n tnese 1...epartures. All they •ere co:icerneu in 

was t.hat the ilmovat1oll6 consi. itu t e u.epartures !Nm est.bolis.ae1.1. cus tom. ~he1 

uid not a l. t !erent iate be t -neen tne introuua tion of 11erman hymns 1nto tile Jev1ish 

s ervi:Je , anu the abol '. tion ot bea ting the willows ou Boab&na Rabba. ~o the 

rigorists both of thes e constituted unauthor1 tative de!)artur es fron the ao-

oep tqd :-i t ual whi ch sho.;. la be condemned. Hence . the whole Par l y li t e rature 

ev or.eu by t he movem ... nt f O!" refoms wi t.1.. but few excep tions c onsis t.ea o f 

p i(:>ul is t ic u1sc~ssions a s to ooi n t. s of ioterpretution of the law, a~~ not as 
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to principles. For both , t h e ea rly aa.vocai.es as v·e l l a s tne op.,one!ns of 

relibi ous retonns , I.Lid noi understan~ the poli tical aua. ~ul tural ~onsequences 

125 
\l l' tne .tJroposeu re t onns. 

•:nia f i rst attempt at r eligivu.s refonns whicn was begun "oy the 

1/es tpnalian cons i ::.. t ory was of short U.ura t ion , for a.ue to the p oli t i cal r e-

versea , ot Uapoleon i t ceasea to f unct i on in 181~ . • more serious attem9t &t 

re f orms anii of ino r e l a s t i ng iufluenoe wa s the ''Hambur g ·~emple" • 
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I ll 

,,.HA " n"m~ ·\T ,....:.y _.-·~' lilku •• • ., _, , re• ,, ·• -~T .,. .. .,.,,~~.nu !.-~- ..... ~ n , , nu.nl6 ~ wu-.a.A 

1. bVent a Leald.ng to the Oonatructivn of the Te mple. 
-

~he famous e<i.ict of Karch 11th,[ issueu by the king 01 Prussia, 

Freu.ericic ffilliam Ill, manes the beginni ng of a ne •.v per1011 :fo r the J ews ot 

Gennany. His emanc i p a t ory e dict de~lared t he J ews r es i d t ng i ll ?russia as 

natives a.nu raise o t hem to the rank of .?russi an ci t izensi'.tip . It. gave the:i pe l'I-

mission t o sett l e anywhere in the la.nu a nu. to acquire ,.e;d estate . It made 

the . e lit;i ble for tea.::1~ : rs ' posi tion.s anf fo r cor.i. unal 01'fices . All res t rict-

i ve t r aue c onu.it i ous were abolishe11 , a s well as the speci .al taxes whicn they 

nau been oompelled t o Pa:/ aa Je11&. I u return, they .!'Ula. t:o assume all t.he 

bbl1gatious ot ~it.izensaip , s ucH as taxes auu. military s e: rvice. ~bbinical 

civil j urisuic t i o i \'IS.S to cease. ~here .,.e re a lso :.. nwnb€ir of i nhi bitory para-

6 ra1nls i n tne ea.ict , bu;. its general ter.uenc~· was ::>uch as, mao.e fo r f reedom in 

s o .~a riteu. a ..i.egree i.JJB. t t he J ewo of .Derlin l ooK:eu UJ:> Uil i t '-l most Li i-he lit;;ll t 
1 

&nil. t nu ... ~u. t:he euiot <'.i.iu not t.<n.itcn t.h e rel i~i .. us af-

fairs OI' \.he Je·•;s ."urt.he r T.oa11 to uemanu t.na:. r aooinical j :.irisUotion cease, 

a uu. t h 0Ut, • t ne l ea oers or etna.ncipat. i on couten~eu. tnat poli t i ca l rights should 

not be boJgtlt at the c ost of rel i gi ous conv i ctions , n eve r theless , t.!le 1noa.ifi-

oat iou of Jewish life went Jl&uu. ii1 nanu. with emancipation1. 

~he t aste t or 3 uropean cul t.u "'e hac.i developie u , the antry i nto 

t ne life wi thout ma<ie adjus tments in t he li fe within inev itable. '...'nere was 

much prec i pita e has t e; no one cal culate u ?.1/1at the issuE' mi ght be. :Jbo rtly 

after t he oroe1u1 gat1on of this edic t , .Javici. -"riedl ande r ·~1rote a pamphlet 

ent it led, ''uu t he chanLes i n· t Lle "'ervice of the .'.>yna r;o~ r::iaue nece :o.sary by the 
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2 
new organization of the JewisJ1 school in the .?russian s t1a t es" (Be rlin 1812 ). 

I n tbis pamphle t Fri e ul ander dwel t particularly 011 the n1ecessit.1 of a reor-

ganizat i on of the schools and. ot a r eform i !1 ine s ervice; tbe chie:t features of 

t he l a t t e r were to oe the .. bolition or all .:.Jraye r i::. t.116:. depl ore ihe u.estruotion 

of tue temp le in Jer11salem &nl.l i.nat ir.lplore il.s recous tructiou, anu those 1.hat 

ezpreGs t t1e JiOpe tor \.ue cooiLit> of the Messiah. In nis op iniou t here is no 

Juutifica tion for such praye rs i n our time. Limwise , J11e c.a.vocated t he i nt ro-

u11otion or uerman as the lanbU&be of tue s c:; rv i .Je , par1.1c·u1arly for the ben.:? fi t 

ot the uuth wno a.iu. uot unu.erstanu I.he Hebr.;w pr~ers . ;,. copy of this pam-

phlei. was submi 1.teu to .treuer>.ck William, but tne la" ter retrained trom c0Ut:11it-

tine; himse l f o~ the issue. I n Op~o · i ti~n to ...av il.l .trledl&n~er'a views, naobi 

:>ol omon hpJ1eMeim \l74u-l81-ta J of .iJresslau wrote "~reym<lthige ~rlclaru.ng ttber 

dle •••••• lCritik d.es Gotleau.ientes uer Jauen anu. ueren ~rziehUJ1b a.er Jugenu" 

(B1-eslau 1 81~ ). R. !)olornon PappeZUlei mer was one of t he few of hi& aeu1: ration 

who combiueci a thoro12g11 .cnowleQge of JuQal :>1n with ti1e finest of \'este rn 0ul-

tare. An~ ~nile he real i zed the need fo r many r e fonns, be was strenuo~aly 09-

posed to Friedlan<.Le r'a vi ews. rarticularly dia. he 09pose the illlervention Of 

the ~overnmeni in internal Jevish mat t ers. sucn as e-uc~tlonal and congre-

gational aff~irs , declaring t hat "a convention or sensib l e rauols fo r tr.e 9urp ose 
3 

of remellyiug t hese abase s t o be higuly a.esiraole." I n recr~ru to t ne liJib-uistic 

problem of the ~yna4!(>t; .ne s tvod. uuoo:npromisiu~ly ·or the use ol' tsle l:.ebr~w in 

t11e 1>rayers , ou i. ..mlike i lHa lie n nan r ei.uois 01' 11is tiuie ne ·oaseu nis cou1..ent i ons 

not on tJore •'almuuic aut.boril.y auu custom ou l. on psycholo!;l.::a.l g r o..tnus . I n V ... 
bil> ·1iow, it is mor e ~ffeci. 1ve to use a sacred 1.ongue rainer 1.hh11 r.be verue.cular 

4 
ro r r eli6ious purp oses. .. ven i n this pamphl ..:t we u.o r.ot s ee as Jt: t ~ i:ient i on 

as i.o t ne cul..u ra l aspect ot tue linguisti..;; t:haut.,es iu t11e s e rvic e . 



• 
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~fter the cons1s tor1al orGanlz- t i on in Westphalia bau ~allen 

tor~ugti , Isr ael Ja:::obs on removed to Derl in. T,c~e he iustituted in h is home a 

private s erv1oe a ccording t o the new style, ~~i t h music, p r ayers in IZelUan and 

a lierman s e rmon. .&. aimll . r s e rvice was called in to existence a t the bome of 

J acob Hera Beer, t he faiber of the co~ooaer ~ey:rbeer. ~e to ort hoaox oppo-

sition, however. both p riva t e chape ls were orde red. closed by the gov~nunent . 

whic!i was ave r se t o sectar ian i ru,ovat i ons . t he y onng men who acted as p reachers 

a t these s e rvi-es were Isaao Auerbac h , .&<iuard Aley , Leopolu. .t!unz , laaac Ifoah 

.. 
...a.n.he imer, ana. .;. ~. llWl&burg. 'nlese meu succeeu.eu. i n att.rac t ing to these 

modern s e rv ices hunu~ t rom &l.000€ the moat cul ture~ clas ses of Darlin Jewrt• 

i n 1117, when t oe government oroerec.a. all p rivat eu. s :;ruag ogs to be c l osed, :!a.-

uaru Aley accept eu. ihe post of uireo t or of toe J ensn tree schovl a t Hamburg. 

Lbere ue suc~eea.eCL in or ganiziut; a group o"f l iberals who too.ac s t.eps t o int. ro-

a.uoe 1.ue new at~le of &ervi~e i u a p e nnaneni euifice of t hei r uwu. AS a 

resul i , tile Mamuurg .. empl e was ueu1oai el.i. in 1818. Ale7 an.i. i..ot.t.hOlCL Sal omon 

becwne t Jle ~e::ple prea .;he rs. 

~he aervice a t Hambur g was oruereo. very much erte r t ne pat t e rn 

o!' tne oe rlin e xper1menta. ~here was ch oral s i nglllG to the a_;companime!lt of 

t.i.e orl an; uennan pr edominated i n the liturgy , t houdl t he main prayers were 

rec it -:d 1.n Hebrew. The Sabbath portion of th e '1orah was reau 1n i he cortu-

gue se& p ronunc iation and •·1itnout the t r a<ii ti cnal cant1l lation . 

'.i'he p r aye r book or t he .namourg ·emole was eo.i ted by M3i r 

I srael Dres~au (Q. ld~9) a.no. ~eokel Isaac l'rankel (1765-l8J5 ) ,
5 

t wo noteQ 

Hebraists who comoinea J ewisu echol arshi1J anli Wes tern .;uli1.1re. the ir aim was 

to p rese rv '? tht: t rau1;. ional p rayers as muc11 as it. was i)OS~iole ii, L!l= l i ght 

o: m~ueru th~ugllt ano. oon~~ Lious uf life . ~he wor~ was ~one witn gr eat skill . 
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un the whole, t he p raye r book followe~ t.be tra~itional cast. Onl y late ac­

tH4l 
cretions h ave bee n omittell, suci. as 1.he meu1aeval Aahkenazic _pi yuti 1 whiob -- 6 
were substituted D'lf the more poetic p i yutim of t he ~ep.11ara.ic ritual. 'fhe ex-

cision or reph.raai J14; oi those portions of tb.e 11\.ure,y wbicu referred to t.be 

... es&ianic rea:n.oratiou were carrieu uul. Vlh n t;r ea t s.cUl anu. Ni iu fiue i ns igb.t. 

~ne;J left unt ouched. or :nerely re,pnraseo. su::n pr~yc:: rs that refer to the future 

restoration of ialestine, an~ omitte~ only t hose passages iuo.t s~ate~ unequ1-

vocally th.at .11 the .Tews regaNed. the .. .aehes as foreigners L the la.ua.s of 

t heir sojoarn, and th.at t hey nope io be d.elivered witn t .lle coming of the 
7 

Uessiah. ~he edi t ors were a~cuseu time and a&-ain for be ing inconsistent in 
8 

this matter. HoweTer. f rom their point of view they were thor ..> .ighly oonsis-

tent . .'he e •litors diu not a bandon the nope that i i. toe remote fu L 1re there os.y 

be a restorat i on of i>al estine a s a Je•,.i sn country fo r those who will wish io 

t.O the re anu settle as ::i1.izens. lhe, re t a iue J , 1..1.tere i'or~, those praye rs Wh i ch 

~' iroply su~h a hope. ~i1ey omi 1. teo. on ly sucb p rayP.rs ;,.uaL wo.i lu re fleet on tnei r 

0·::1: loy~hJ to t heir c omtry , aau which were noi in • .annoey wi n 1.11e civil 
9 

st.atus of t. ile Jew afte r er:iancipat i on. 

~hO..tbb i.his new p r aye r booic clung very tena.iiciuusly t.o t.rau.i t ion 

a1,..i 1. .... u.isn i t. ~u.ilu cie well uel'o:1m.1.eu. 011 trauit.i4'nal gr o..wu.s , it. arousell a 

s ton:i o i op_,oa1 tion ou t ue !'a rt or u& r~ 1.iois \".HO u.eclareo. u.nco!'npromis i~ly tn.at 

\.HO Tuole yra., e r oooie \ from t.O !/' NJ was ~ ivinely in-

&tliu .. ea., a.nu. tu.at. uo oue t.as 1..ue ri~t t.o temper wi Ln it.. 'tue mouerate it.tel-

l eotuals, sucn as ~uuaru lOey, ~. ""· Ries s e r, u. 41· .,reshau, anu. '"'• tJ. rra~el, 
' 

a nu. 4'thers , s vug_,t 1.0 a l r i ve a t s o1ne reconc iliution wi t.h tue orihoaox., but. t neir 
10 

worus fell on deaf eara. •'lle thr e e reuois of Hamourg, .>aruct. b . !Jeir user, 

~osea Ja~ob Jaffe and Yechiel l.ticnael .;pe:1~ r, i ssueu a '>roclMUit io:i denounc i ng 
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the ne r es i es of the new movem nt . As a result , tne or i.h odox pa .. t y no"'< t ook ihe 

r ep rehens l ·ul e s tep oi attempt i ng to 1:1<.1..i .; e t he ~~t.cite of .. amour t• to c l ose t ne 

new huuses of worship . .1.'h i s cause..i t ne r e f on..d r s to bes t i r tnemse l ves . '!'.he 

ot t'lc e rs of t ne uew .;ongrel!at.io .. reques teu raouin i cal aut uori Lies fo r an exp re&-

si l).1 o t op i n ion on th e va liO.i ty ol' 1.ue reform~ vihiCH t.hey sw.u i n t rouuoe<L. 'inis 

r es u l te11. i... t.he iJUb licat.1 04 of tne "..:ie t e r . liogah Hazeuelc" ( ~s::>au 10181 ""hi oh 

is a collec t i on of r abbi nical o, ini ons tavor inb t he new uepa r tu re s of the 

2 • .r.lie ser Liebe n:an - ••liot,iah J:f~eu.ek .. . 

I t. i s uot.eworthJ LL . t I s rae l a .:ot1s ou , tne .:.o& t a r ue1.t sup9orte r 

of t.he ru-.mour g .1. em.i)l e , ..:oul .... tiot bet /:1. sit.0 l e uel"lllbll r a1.1oi o r lay ... alm..io.i c 

s cholar ol' auy stana.ing to s up_,ort chose mi l a. iu .• ovatiuns which they intro .. 

ciuceJ int o t.he s r ?"Vice. J acobaon , t h e r e .tore, emp l o;e .... an i t i nerant. raobi , 

~lieaer Lle bex:nan, s eemlnsly hail i ng f r om r ola.na , t o a. raw up a raooi:tl~ ue-

fense of t.he "hambur g refonns . Lieberman tte~eupo:: collec te<i ra. .J"oi n i c a l opin-

i_ .s 1'ro:1 tile rab bis of I taly and au.'lgSry , t.o be ::lo re ex.ac t - - from t.he ,.,rovin~e 

o f ~.ore.v ia . Whicr.. was a s i gnificant s ea t of J ewi sn l earninf:- aL the t ime and 
11 

.c1owi as a cent r e of libe ral t h .... ueht • i'he se ra .>bi n 1cal u l t.e rc..u::es ne 1ubli sheu 

~1ue"' :.ue Litle "tlefer Hot;ah lia zedek'' • wit!. a u a ">,'?.nu.1x 110r :l~ ah" 1t1 wnicu ne 

set forth his owl! vi ews on t.he necess i t..1 ul' r e;·oms , auu. ·;11 i c .. is &. : . .est.e r-

piece i u p oint of i> t yle wiu. t;O.ll.eni . · his wor r.: .:iartCS t.ne cul .ni at. i o. of the 

lia.:nburg e x11e riment. ceca.use hi t.ae r t.o iL ~·;&s l eu by lo. :neu or uy p rea...: oe rs of 

l hi;le .i e'Ni su learning , a!lu .'.}Oulu , taerel'ore , nut ·"1.:lc.. erea t i uf l..1ence over 

ts1e ,Jeopl~ . Lieberman •s or ,c , nowe ver, gave ttie Hwobu r E:; "' 8111J.Jle t .Ae Sh11...:t. i on 

o .. · ~ rauition . anu t..uus 1...ai11e u t.1,e conf1ue1.ce of a t;r e1d. num\Je r of itll.e il~ct.ual 
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12 
oreak wi i u raboinic tra~ition. 'this work i ~ by t a r t he ~ost superior ot a l l 

t he hebrew l i tera t ure ~voke~ by tae r e i onn ~ov~u:~t , f or it r ep resents on t he -
wuole the s oww.est rabbiuio sup ;ort in favor c ! mouera'te reforms , anu it has 

been usea. as s uoh f ro10 the time ol' its _:1uolioatiun to t Lis v~ry aa.y when ihe 

same issues arise. ~e mu~t give it , t herefore, a thur ougJl analysis fo r it 

cove rs actually all the arguments 1n favor of r e f orr. from t he point ot view of 

Rabbi uio traaition. 

The editor of this ~o rk nad been greatly anu unjus tly a b used by 

t J1e or t hoa.ox anei hau not been g i ven enoug.!1 recol{!li 't1on by t he r e formers . Por 

i n nis "Or ftogab." he i ncJ.icates c l early nis s upe r i ority over t>o t. :i t be o r t hoo.ox 
l~ 

rabois anu. u\l e r t he sua Jlow impe t uo..is iutel!ecnuals . .dut Lie be nnan was a 

poor, itiue rant scholar , anu. oecaus e of t o is ne wa s l oolmd u.own u; on by t he or-

ti.ou.ox raobis, as well as by the refonaers , who seerra llbl Y haa. noi n i ven him 

u.11e r ecOf;llit i on . ...nua , oul ., .;on1'irming 1.ne olo. Hebrew au.ab-a , 11i'he poor man ' a 
l~ 

wisuoLl is ue s!'iSeCl• " &ucor'1i Dg to ~ • • tolt 9 Liebe nna.;.; wes a o.a~ ive of 

Aus tr1a1 Josi says tnai ae p r eteno.ed t o be an Hungarian rabb i i out 111 t .ne 

-

preface t o 1da "Or liot..ah" Li eberman. 1,;i uus .aim.self, 11aon of ~eeb Wolf . raobi 

~v 
of He,.m:iesau" (probaoly l£ab>-enau 9 l.laaoe ) . Liebennan musl. nave travelleu ex- -
t en; i vely, a.vu t aus i01ew man3 ~t t he ?'li Oo is of 1 is t i me i n p erson, anu t here-

t ore .Ile w1u.e rtook a i the reques t ot Ja.co oson , to coll ect tii.e opinio s of the 

raobis out :i ide of t.enna.icy wnoro ue kne"' t o be liberal i o 1.neir relig i ous views . 

In 1819 9 Liebennau travel l eu i n Aus 1.ria to propogate re f olT.'I ideas and ac ---
co "'\.l i ag to t he s tat ement of t ile Chie f of iol ioe o;iea lni tzlcy, t o f cw1v. for tnat 

16 

15 

pur~ose c. j ou r nal oalleo. 0 Syoni a". Nothing else'd)is kllo·::n ol' h is life . 
u.A-t ~'vv.J., J 

fl I <.r".IJ 
A.::.;ora.i ng t o Nolf . anci vraetz, Liebe nnan ,became Hne r a .;onve rt to Roman .I f' 

,, 11 '-"'" 
~atuolicism. out t 11e r e is uo t h i ug pos i t i ve to corrooora t e this asse r t ion . 
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Ot the rabbis thaL &ave t heir consent tu SJ~60b r efonns were 

~hem-'iob &8!nun ot Leghorn . it. Jacob Vita Recanati of .c>essa r o , R. "1oses A:uni tz , 

or Kunitzer. of bu<iapes t , aud R. b.aron Jhor in of Al'k<l. oravi a . ~ue endora.-

ment by the rabbinates Of Legnoru anu. ..l erosale~ Wi..S a f t.enrard u.eclared tO ue rt f'i 
l'iotitioua . 

lilost of these rabbi s a.e feuu.eu. all t..tle retor?nS int.rou.uceu at Ham-

our g , cn i efl y oy ci i atious f rom liberal raooinical a~tnori , iea. Lieoennan also 

a.evot.es tue f irst. ~rt of Aia ap_>ene&.ix ( to t he aame 

pur p ose , s UUlr.1.i?lb -qp t.tle tra~ tiooa l au t l1ori t ative u.oo t rine i n favor of re fo rms 

a.uu. t he r eoy showing a thorou~1 IO'lowled{se o f t a l..1uci.ic a.nu post-~almue&.1c 11 ter-

at.ure . out. i u his introduct i on to t.he second. part of tne ap_Jendh, he statea 

triat be i s not s a t i sfied. merely with ci t. Ing aut.hori t ies , but t hat he s e"ks t o 

pr ove the necessity of refonns on the grounds of ratioual an~ ethical oonsid-

I n ;;r,,ia seconQ. ~rt of h1s "Or h oba.11" , !.iebenna.1 o.is9lays his 

intellectual superiority over a l l ~he r aobis whose oyinions he collect ed, 

anu certainly over those who late r ou protes ced a!_.ainst his ~ork. I u a 
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simple but schol a rly :; tyle o! wh i ch t he rabbis of his time were incapaul e he 

explains 1~1 his introduc t i on that ne is not aiming at tht.' des t ruction of 1'aith, 

but rat her a t t he s t reug t hening of it . ~'or true fai ·h . he says , is i mpos-

sible wi t hout a thor vugh lalowl eub-e of secular sciences anu philosopny, and if 

one ' s i'aitn i s shaken oy the acquis ~ t ion 01· such .mo·1.·l eUl:)e, i t only .>roves <.h&t 

i t was no t suf fi ci ently a.aep - rooted . In the ve ry o~eniug of h is essay he t akes 

to task i he religiuus l ea a.ers i n I s rae l wno 11enou11ce t ne retonne r s s o oitie rly 

wnile ine ;,i a.o nothlut,; to c vwne rac t tJJe a.estr uc tive i n rl .... ence ol' those who 1.n rew 

away JUC1aism altoge ther. lior uoe s he spare t he intellect.ials , the so-c~ l led 

cnamp ions oi eulit;..lltl!)8nt 9 wAo upon the first 1.aa t e of • ea tern cul t ure a sswne 

a c onteqn. uuus at tituu.e to tnei r J e·Nisll cuhural neri t a be • ~e first ne sar-

castically calla · '~he blil..l.Ll wno g rope i n t ile ua.rknes s" ( 

ana. t ue u<.hers "Dlis leaui D.t, l i&flts• ( a tli.11.tli 'illOm ne 

reoa ri<s as f ollows i ttO f them may be saiu, tr.at they are Hke \.he apes who r e-

~hus Liebe rman plea~s on ootn sio.es . lie ileads fo r t he return 

of tne i :aelleotuala t.o t he SJnAGO!. auo. 1'or t.olera.u..:e Oh i oe part 0 1· tne 

raou i s who i n t.heir ot>st.iti.a..::; onl :t nel pau t o a l ieuate t ile ;;outu f r om tbe 

s .• .at5og. lie: u.es':ribcs i:.ost el ooueutly his i ::ipr es - io1ts of the Hamb\l r b 1.emple 
20 

wai.jh he hopeo. wu ... l u p rove t h e oulwa rk of Juu.a i ::> _ tor the ;1 out.h . 
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~'? r>#tJJI /0 ~/•,,A' ' ' I 1-.,,1 / '/p-,/ '~ .... CJ:.,/¥ !_/ •JM ·~ 
~~ '/c?.t; .... ,A/c .... l',.NU Ji)(~ ~...J<i)X, '~..JJ"? 

· ~A> ' b 1 ~,,, 1t..17 cva-. ~ ~fe i!.1l__j -";; \J)/~:> 
/' ,,... J /C°'.,. / VJ-v / ., "1 1..~~"? -.rv-A ~e;/ ...._,,.4) 
( Y'· ,,q(;t (:;/~";:J p?~I) ?? I ;; 7) ?/~/ /J:_J/A~ 

r-r~» -;>~ l°':i)f -; ,,-,/// t--'/h ~..s;£•?/ fl /°h~/, Hk, 
--- ~.? o/ 

I n c oatraa t to t ne inapiriDg anu. orderlJ ae rv ioes wh1.::h be found i 4 t he '.temple, 

oe ~ ivea a most r•iatic u:escri9tion or t he depl orable cond i tiona , a a. of 

the uisorderly and unaesthet i c aervices as the; ~r~vaileu i n the t rauitioual 
21 

synagog-..iea . ..D /1. 
/#">cir"',. !rJ IA'l V>I (;~ t 1,ii> /~ rr /~_/"tr- ~.,,,, 

.e,/C /..Ir -n'/-./r .[2./1-V/_ - -llcf/-J y~ /4J ~,,;y/ 
('t7> ~ (/(1 r ~;.,~-, 6 I <f@j? l2e> J> r ,,f 2. .;) 6 I z r ,t; ~ e 
;0 /; ./J "'7Y /n/;J lj),f /,;/ ~;,- ,oo/;o n /> I /i(/ 
y,49 ""r; .n f'·l/yi",, ~";) /'"' } .1, 1.1),tll ~a ,.,;; ,.v 1 

; ; K? 114 ;)~ 'i) /" ~ l""', 51, .Y?•) IA- 7.1 »6-n» /)J 
1?7 j~/?//} ,....,,cD / ;,.,.,, ~.f ft~:;/ yt r>' ;-v•) 

'>? !/ / /t'/ - - - lfAfap__9);~ 7)::>/K/ p~ ?? 71/K f6V'i) / !/"'v/l 
,/,./~ 1<?1 /fl /p ., !-? 1" -!!,I» ,.J~t? r v/Cr "/)~.I 

;;;;;/ 2 'Yr ~7/,/?-rl,~? h?t C .f~I" ~b/ ;;/ .?,/ 0 

f~~1/ ~/)>,/~ ~/i ) _,A/::_/....) MP ~ ? ~ ~/_,? 
µ,,, J~ ...!/.JJ~ ~ l>' .A? "J µ(,, .:> .,. I'(. Al '"/J/// 
; m• (J ~ r/u vi-tu? ,,,,,../) / ,,.,,,,n;;. f ~~,{I? 

· · - p ~ ..Jl ' J,~ ~1f/;),.1) 'lf:!J,/NJ ?N/( '1)__)/pA' / 
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t;Outenu.s t.hat the onl y solu;;ion t o t he prevailing ue­

pl oraole co ui tious iu tne aynago i g ~ t ne aestbe t. isat i on auu t.ne suor i enint. of 

i ne s arvice, anu.2~.lte iuirod.uctivu of t.ne s ennon iu i.ae -.ernacular alonb i.rut 

rlamuur g probram. 

;/' "" .......,,, '1 ~·~ , '"' .1 h~ / /,; :> , .. ~I .,,A; 'n.J>V ~ " / p 

:/Y/ ~ 7'/.4"';) 7•/_ f'~J.-/1 / /~ /?6//J/ ~/ -'£>-eK _.Y,/>,,t 
rJJP? ,Al..., zu"' /,!.J# 6 l'' •NI/; e,•.A ,t;/ t/.P"...J ~....I 

Ji?, 7""Ji . 1"~ ~ iKt y,p/ .,,"<, /Jc)' I "(i..n Jl-'7' /_"'/' 

/'• 't/I / 1 ( ':/':> /;;1 ,.,.')/ J? /11" / l/t '?/.., J" ...nC)l,7' / r _/ 
, ~N.f' lJ" J>"!_;)P/ ff? AA' ft /JJ /_., ,;/2 '7 11' eA, l"'.Kt7't. 

f -11/'U /(; 1,-t.t/t 14/.1' 6f' r,J,_,,. / /'{;/ ,M~ ' ?P~ 
/ ..,;;,. ,.,../,. ~l'V,, .fa@ :J-'H I ,,ij ., -. o -,, /H I'" ,,.e;,.,/ 

/ f ""i) .1yr / ::J,,¥/H~ 

He points out pa r t i cularly t he neces ::; i t. ~1 or tJae ue rma.u s e rmon 

i i . i. ue s cr vi.::e , anu. o f eloc.i.uent p rea.::ners to '>Opularize t ne .a..o11le..i.0 e of 

.iuua i :>m, t.o i muue t tle ,,l.lu l.u wi ~'' t.he cul t.ural anu e1.hical iueal s of t he ir 
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~..J, -;; ,4;;, "'!:.JA' ..J•!.1.N /:.' ,.. ,,; Y• -~ .. 6 1,,, ~ 
~....,,,#, ~ J /rn , ,,,. :.fl,,>'f) r e0 /9"-*Y-s> 'A!J/N, M ' I 1/iA 
~~ w _,.;, /"/, J-n"' Jnl},'r _,, 1/1/, I( &h) ,;;. ... ,. p, r 

J__r;~ ,.JJ•/ jf/-- .!/o/ ,.nk Jw-J"'k ~PJH ...,.e; _.,,..,, 

.!J'f .JJ , / ;01 J> ,,,/ _, j/,JJJ ft I ~ft- ;:;;.,_' ..,,,t/,, : A 

~ ..JAJ?/ ~~ ""'r~ e~? ?/J' -vi,/ 1? / '72-) '""' ~ ~ 
, j,.) if _;,11>;;/',,,, M,,k ,.,,,.,. ~r .. rp/" »..., 
;;;, ' tJ/10 ?//>~ f'i .n 6 /j?//,.y-11?// /" ,? ~Ji/ 

.'V.MiJI> ~-s~ t1i-e '°"/; 1.t·'.,., ? .$/c.. /''1'A.T ,:> /C)• I 

He ani.ici pau a. t he o£Jec i.1on of t J1e O:> ..ionents wno c l n i r::iec.t 1.bat 

t ue prea~uer.3 were not ora.aioe~ r _oois an were noi q ualitiea., inerefore , for 

L6e rabb i nate. He t~lly aUJ?1its t nai , but. be sn•,,-~r ~ ha -oo"' .. " - I. t eaeu l a rt:e c out;!'e-

ga. t. i on ~J'l->UlCl emplo:1 boto a ra..,oi ana. a preacher , the :' i r s t to be well versed 

i.. rab oinics a1iu tne l t e L b a " r o e an orat.o r wbo co111bine s an elem.:nt ary Je vi sh 

,oiowl e uge , particular!~/ of hotnile r; ica.l val ..ie, wi;. 11 a thuro~gt1 secular t raini ug, 

t.:.i& t ne 
2
:ay be e&Ole to !)restJnl. e l oque ·t 1y t.lle mess~e vf J ~uaism to the 

peo.c.>l e. 

,~;i//JV :...; /:;, !( f;;,N !.,) /) / ~,_6 A'U_/-v'~ V 5> / ' 

r1 -a~1/; ::/Ah /;A-/ /'d'f# I l'~i)/?/1 1'-'2:) ,,-,#) ~,/;-;;, 
6tnf; -?fHlf '? P~ .JJ IK!/J ;) / 77)-;} ..:/,_.? / 4)/# ;') ~I? 

/ 1-?Y"J Jy /''?.lrN/ tY fit,,,'). fj';, n AM/ /--,;;, ~ /~© 
M At- . :.!J-" ,_/) (ILJ ~ /,I <2/r€) '• /V .AM.,., t; h#<J / ~ /~ 

_?'iH f•/ !J.11 C,)/>'~ "!J> &r c_,y,J,? FJ /7ft•<l .Y/Nf.t ' "' 

yi 'iK rr-.. /.,~ ~el< lrh d.<o /Yr /nr ....._,,/:_>(,¥ 
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;Ji r )'"' .J '!/ ;_,, ,{) ~ ,t--,W tM-,, , M-fi I'd i ,,,/ 
J'lf"' p/, ,µ ~> ,., ' •A/ 4>/f"'"!..JA ~, k, Jl-v' 

It§/,., on '1),.-)" J ,,,,~. l/J/~'? I.Al rfo> ,.,,~r~f/LU 
- - -(0/>'>l ~A-) ;J/tf y;~ '-4;,;,,/ jivi( yo~ / /,vtf? 

'.17 j / '?:Y6 I CJ/>, ~ p.. ? ' ;)A ,, ,.,7 , I"' ,_,, N ., ,,,, 11.,/ 
, >),, J1 ,,., "'"· ,!,/ ''i)O 1 ;o@. I''°',, ,.,, en /? ,.,,1-,,1 ..Ji ,, 
.'?"'; ? 'il• W .!Jrl( .-7!J.;> J ~f' k-::> .., _.,,0 '-"> ..... "! .. U W-¥ 

lie also p\)ints l)Ul t he value or uaviug ~ulturea Jewish 

e cause of Juuaism t o t he outsiae worla. preachers tu cnampi on th • t 8llU tOU$ im-

prove tlle civil conuitious of t.oe J ews by i nterpreti?lb their asp irations to 
. 26 

t11e1r non- Je.,1isa ueighbora • 

J>ernfcl t.t h as tile l'ollowiuc t o sa; regara.iug Lie oe:rman ' s last 

t wo state~~J~s i u · f iavur o ::.yn&.ilOi;; refonns c "•t ae rel ' •Ti· •. ·~ ~"' - ..... ~ retorma.tion i n 

• lli ezer Lieberman 11.re most of Is rael w&s s t i ll i u its infancy " heu auo. '11 

r.i :; llOntemporaries e rreu i uelievi ll(; tuati';rl :v . . i ... gn r e1 oros tney will suc~ee<l 
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L 
11! brint,1llS' oaclt t h e cosmopolhan Jew, w110 hat> l eft t ne rol u of Juo.ais. • So 

'1iu t hey err i n t hinkiJ.lb t.nat t ne relig i ous reto rmation will 
0

ialpro'ie their 
2? 

civil stat.us ." DUt t nougti the eJCpectatious of t ne r e for:ne r s were ~ot fully 

r eal i zed, yet it must be admitteu by every unbiased s t uuP.n t of J ewi sn his t ory 

t ua t the r e torrne rs d i ll accomplish a (;?"eac uea l in combat.ting an ti-semi tism, and 

l.n preventing apoatasy amo?ll t he i nte llec t ual J e·11s . .O:ven Graetz , whose pre-

j uui c e sttaius t the refonners io> p r ove rbial, a.u.onit.s t.hat t be d.Cn i evement s of 

the I:amburt:; ~emple , cor.t..'lon9lace tnouho it. s orig i n was , a re not t u be ..mue~ 

rat ed . at one stroree , -;1ithout macp nesi t &tion , it oanis.Lletl tne r uboisn o f 

cent uries l'rom the s yuago{;og ••• • • a.no. awaiceued a t as1.e l'o r e. well reb-ulaieu s e r -

vice , : or u.eC·J r v.JS henavior at ui viue wo rsh i p , ari-1 !or oru.er a4u. simpl icity ••• •• 

• ue ol u. !.JS.1\1 W..1.L no chiefs , no leauers •• • •• respect :'o r tne r&.ubis vani s uea. in 

s. s i...t, l e ge11.~ ration • • • •• • l u t. ue l art;er lie !'"!'!lS.n congrega.i i vns t. ne empty r~ooin-

ica.l .;hai r s were permit t e u. to re.ll8in U!!Sea~eu. ·~ey tio l oll8er wisueu. t o 1.iave 

raoois :'rota rolauu , oec~use t..b.ey cuul..i. not speBJC t he la.i1;;uai.e of 1.he la1 ..._ , a ua 

II I 

q28 ~ 

i u t..e:nwr.cy tne "e were no e reai rabbis of aey reaoguizeu authorit y . A.nu even 

1. i.e oest. of t..ne or i hou.o.x. rabbi t.;,eu , says .. raet~ , ''n.au. uo t the slit)1i'esi c on­

whi,ob 
OelJ\. ion of t.ae new tenuenc:,r / l.11£: l;imes a.nu the J ews .uau uevel o11ea. 11 vne 

ae.n , iherefore , sympa~hi.ze ·•.ith Liebe nnan when ne put s t.be bl11me for t he 

s1>i riiual u.ecay 1n J uuai s rn upon t he rabbis who s iub·oornly r ~ fuseu 1.0 neeu the 
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But. Lieoe rman •s pa. <.nos rises to p rophe t. l e he l t)ltS wz1eu he lie-

nu.wees tho se w.ilo oppos~ modern s c i ence . anu art . OlJ the c;r o..uio. ot J ewish 

trauit ion. lie emph!n. ically a.enies that Je·:;i so trau.i t iou is O.P.JOsed t o the 

s tua.~ of s~ieuce a nu pbilosophJ. Un the ~uutrary . he assert.a t.nat t.he greatest 

autnor i t.ies in Jull.a.i s m. pa r t i cularly t.n ose of t.he ~ephadim . were well versed 

i~ scieu~e a!lO. in philosopn~ , anu. ne quoves a ul.lmbe r of t.h~ir statem~nts to t.he 
29 

e!fect t.ua t. faitu t:1ua . oe baseu. ou rational gr ounds . 

Be , like ··ise , u.eno.inces those who are t:;overnec.i. i n t.t~ei r re-

l igio·..tS pracl.ioe io anu. L>e lie f s bJI sb e r e i nert.la , a nu wh0 are OJ>)O& e <.. to any 

inuovatioa not on the gr o:.ma of reasou or of Jewish Law, out. because t.hey 

wu.ilu .10 \. .. we rve a JJ&ir' s oreaa.tu i ro.;, e s taol isheU. o.istom& . Lie i.ie n;ian 11-

lust.rates n is i.orically tne man,.,• r el'onus tl1at baa. o.,eu .. .a..i.e i u J ev•iso Law f rom 

t .ne ve ry antiqu ity, and he quotes a nuuioer ot ~almuu.ic s t atemd,.ts tuat c.ll ow 

;;he spiritual leaders of each b"enerati o1 i o uffec i. ;;u.cz. c11Lnl u as c onditions 
~o 

o! pl ace ana. time a.eoand . 

/?-t'J 11 h </" hA I 
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L1ebennan snows also a f i ue unders t anu.1ng of Jewish literature 

by o.isiint.-uishing beiween Law anu Lore. He oontenus witn tne fanat. i cs who 

reau 1Jl mys r 1.cal implio~tiou& into pu rely leb&listic o.oo t r ines , ano. wi t.u t he 

s o- calleu enlil;htene u. iniellec\.uals wllo uepr eca t.e iue .Sible ana. t oe ..:almud 

because of the m,ythol obi~al e l ~ments in tnat literature. ~e asseris t u.at. 

both the Jjibl e a.no. t lle '•'all'luc1 c a.n oe c.liviu.ed chiefly into two parts ; Legal-

i stic v.oc t riu es anu larnt.tivea. lhe f irst must be ta.<en bl 11i.a.l y anu no one 

1.a s a righ t .. o allegor ize them, the latte r i s i ll turn ui vlued into t wo: toe 

.ai s toric a no. t he rn;1thologi cal. 1rhe his t oric narrative c~1 be rationally un-

aerstood wi thJut any di f ficulty. out the zn.vtholo~ ical narrative s ous t b e 

in terprete u allego r ically, because t hey contain phil osonbb t no..:ght too pro-

f u..wu f or t ne ::ias ses to •l'ld~ rs tana. i n 1 ts abstract fonn. Anu. he .:uotes .1.ai-

moniv."'s to the e ffect t na t. t he ureek .. r>niloso1>1i~ rs were a l so 11. a !1a uit ot 

ex!) ressiug 9 r ol'ound p nilos ophic anu scient. b "ic cioct..ri 1.t1S in m:, i:.holot:.i cal 
31 '°P· Nr J ,,.u;i ,r;? ,..,~..,., t./;, , ,?' ~,, ~/,/?V o ~· 

fJrf'f'./ !.)t// ,,~, / (!; '-1f/'"'-,, .,,e/o •c/e7" 6/,.,, ~k /r~ ~ 

(
11 .;:, ~ · 'JN 1 /9P/# - - -/o/Nt>/ ;,!..:),,, ~ 71>~ r / / ,...,-,~# 
J f '1'> '"f 'liJ r >..J __, 

r~ "'"' •""'~~~I ;;>a~/ ry l/J;i7 / ' ?N/;-K ~A,,/"1~??1 
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I n this Lieberman snows a much fine r insibht into the natur e of J udai s . t han 

dia. ..Loses ~en~elsoiln wl o ueclared it to ~ea closea. auu uncual!t,eable legis-

lat i on iudependent of a JJ:J spiri ~ual interpret ation of life. 

In oonc luslou. Liebennan p l eaa.a l'or reli~ i ous t olerance oo the 

par L of c1~e raobis 1..-hu witA their uncomp romisi ig a Hituue only nelJ t o cP·ive 

~way t l1e ;, ... utb from t .lle ! old. of Judaism. He quotes a gr.i :i r ecognized. authori-

tie5 wno approve r~ligi ous t oleration , an~ wno aa.vooat e relib ious compromises 
~;., 

tor t.be :>ake of pe~e aru.t unil.:1 in I srael . 

~'hU.S we E ~e t ha t Llebennan was a scholar anu. a t.llia.ce r ot the 

•'i r s t ora.t: r . Be wrote a clear anci a \lOnc i s e_!>rose wnicr. ca.u oe r eal.I. With 

9l easure e ve .. too.ay ana ih a style ·1h ic~. cau oe compa r eci iv toat or 
f'/ 

_eu\.lelsohn anu doses .uuonow. A.nu tJ.o~ Liebennau is frank a.nu O-'tspoken i n -.......... ---!liS cri L i~is.m of t he fanatics an'1 of iue shallow i utel e CL>.la ls. he em~oys _/ 

nowhe r e o t f ensi ve langu&be li .ca mus -.. or .I.Us ;:: 1.11 ... t em9 0 .~a ries both orthouo.;. a.na. 
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retonn . lie 11iaplays none of the o1e;otry of t.ue l)rtbvuox a.:i<.4 no.:ie ul' t .nat vain 

eou.:ei t. ot \..r..e re :orue n tUio cove rea. t ae:. r anallo··.uess ... :i i n oo::iba.s i ic ru•11 1101 -ow 

are,wment not o.tl~ with ... o..wu anu autneni ic authority out. a l so '"' i t1 . ::. ouna pay-

cnol oe;y &.1111 oo:i .on s~se. lUa 110 r lfogah" sno.llu bave ha u. oucr1 g r ea ;;er power, 

tor it is ; he fi nest peace of Hebr ew -vriting L i bet.alt o: r eform, and cost ot i t 

i s ~ til l ioportaut and vi ~al to the st~dent ot Juua ism. ~hat is certainly 

:nore ti.an can ae said. for t he •"hole 11 erature of t. ne - eassf1m. ..JUt &f:ain 

~' {J 1 ~ , /f:n G,1 ". Lieberman s e em htr;l :; wiw no~ £iv en eu.J ~gn enc u r a.-Jecent 

oy t .ae reforoers once J..Aviug u.aci a~co::iplis1.ea. tueir !>ur_10 .. e . ror we sets nim 

lac.: r o.~ "Msr.1.u rh.t, a .:> a poor i t i 11.er ..nt in ausi r i.c. . tit. i.r.e ;.i.er i..an1.1. , 1.1.e or -

t.no~ox ~~ooi s Gp O-':e of nio wit~ <li&..18.in in tne1r b reat anber all~ l~rew up i o 

ni~ .ne t~r~ible cri e of be i .::t. a poor itinert:.nt s~nolar 8..l~ povert~ s;.ri~Ken. 

y/~ /,/n~ (!/'JJAfJ J> ~J/1ft' ,,.c;s, ..A~,~.., 6 h V" / 
. "J..nlU VJ/yv';J I ~i) _A,/ , ,,, ~., "~ ~/. - . /v/7 ~A 

.1B.ooi Je. .. ob vf lhi>a weut. s till 1'urt1.er. ::.e aco..:seu hi.~ of writll.b t ile oOl)tt 

uoworthJ vl' his c ons1uerat1ou, aL ... J.enu...c~ e\1 ni..1 as a =narla1.i an wn a l s c apaole 

oI' any i r_.oral act . 'toe o .1~; l o .ore.l a ct , howev· r, wu1::1, he ::oulu point out 
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'therl.! is no en~ to tl1e •:;'2,!..uS of a.1:>1.lSe levtJ lleu. by tne r b.o ..1i s ~b.ius t him. oui v 

the mo:; t cont emptuou.. siateme11t of all is t hat of .Mos es i ep h e r , who a f ter 

a ousing Liebennaa most vi l e ly , boasts of ine tac t ; bat. iur oULh nis i nflue nce on 

I t b not _surprising , there t ore, a t.y ll, w1l8. t ·~o l l' anu ura.et ~ 

clai~ is true , t.nai Lieoennan left t.he f o lu ot Ju<u:. i s m an~ jvinz~ t.he 0at.holic 
37 

o.nurch. being one ot it.e tinesi; p rouuc ts of Je·vish learning of h is iime . 

anu fully realizing the sp iritual decadence of n is people , anu suf l'e r i llb t.t.e 

r.umilia tiou of poverty anu ol' ..!un i empi, a U1.1. oei ll€ peneoute u. by t.he combineu 

f orces vf police anu. rauoiuat.e is e:.~'4,,n trial t o brea..c uowh 1.he power of en- ,,,..-
,, 

uu r c..uce even of t he staunchest J ew. AC~ora.ltl(. to ~urst . Lieoe r.nan , tnuUf;n he 

beca je a hic;b ly bonoreo tigure i n t J18 ~atholic chur ch , rema i.nea l oyal to b is 

9eople . "1any a time he v1oulq intercede i n oeha.lf of his fellow Jews be fo re 
~B 

r o9e rius I X who respectea bi. 1 tor nis e ruu ition anu i u t.ellect . 
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To aa.u insult to i njury 1zraeta c al l s hin a "bas e a a.venturer", 

a "gambler ·• who vies bri bed to ool leot rabbinical op inions i n favor ot refo.rm 

wt.1.;n he strenetr1ened by his own "p r etended learning" . "To ~haraoterize the 

man , " he says 1 t suffices to note t hal. h e a f t.Prw,. rds was baptized." .-.ven 

J.l9.v1o. rMlipson who uevotes s o mucL space t o r:iuBh l e ss si&nil'icant. :nen i n tne 

: 1ovcr.ient <ioes not even 1ient i on Li ebennan by uame. JpeaJdll{; ot his booic, 

" IiOt.Clh ~euek''• he s~s , "t.oe most notewor t hy ue livera.l'.loe in this 001.tr ove r sy 

is tna t of Aaron Jhorin , r a i:>oi of Ara4 in -or <tvia, one of the .:io~ t int ere s t -

ing ti~res ot the e~rly year s i tne .lfetonn wovement f lt is not necessary 

to a.i mi nisn tne value of ~horin .. bernfelQ uoes, bu t it is cen.a in tllat he is 

by tar i nfer ior t o Liebennan iti iutelleot , eruuitiou, c larity Q.ilU :.t.y le . 

Of all u,e r 1'-boi s WJ~os e onuorsements of' the H&l:luurt; reforms 

Lieoenn&.! collecteu us.l ,1 iwo were of recognized. eruuit iou , !.JB.me l y , ii • .... oses 

Kuni t z of Duciape st, an1.1. R • .Aarou Jrior in.R. Kunits was a nit,11 ly r ec2gutzed r 

~alouo.ic aut 11orit 3 i n HUl14:;'a ry, but. b e canuot be e onsiuereu. i u cou .• ection with 

tne :le!'oro -:1ove..1ent because ae was .:nore a pioneer oi enlibutmeut i u l::l.UDf;-ary , 

40 
rat1~er th~ a refo~er. Kunitz i n his r esponsa on syn8.f:Of! reforms sta t ed very 

brie fl :t ~ hat there were no p rohibit i ons BJ-a.ins t us ing 1.he .,epna"uic p ronun-

c i a tion in pr~er, or a gainst the abol'. t i on of the silent r echa t. 1011 of the 

·":i~h l. P.en Denedi c t ions lthe aboli tion of wh i ch was a l read.;: auvocateJ hy ...ai mon-

i '1eoJ , nor was t here ~ p r ohiuition a ,ains t re~it ing tne JJ ;)N~ a .J"~ 

i11 ine ve rnacular or ~1,.. aillS t t i.e usai;e of &l1 ur ,,aii i l° !il ateu u;1 a non1-J ew. 

He a u.v i ses , Howeve r , not Lo "1 is.:ou .. inue t .ne ..: ai l~ s e r vi ce at. toe ~·ew9le , O<.t t. to 

1:iai 11t.ain oy all 1J. ans a 1.1.8.ily "mi~811". ?:e tar<:e s occasi o .. io "tmv..inC l:l t oe 

narrow-minu.e~ess of the rabbis w110 hau extremely exa.1.1 e rateu t11e i.1port of the 
"l 

rlBz:nourb bApe r i ment • ~ f ,.,?/Ir. ~ i"J ..!l/J e~ /. ' ~ ;,?/I) 4/ 

.:J11! r/ , e,,lf V .,~ ,,. i> / ~ "51 
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.:J'lf I ., "., IA ,,1 .w£m /" J v-t.., 0 _/ ' ::/" /r ..:./' J.) 
{!fa~K µ/~ eft..A / ,11.!:f /o ~~' 4,/t-

' 'fa p J, 9::./ 1, /[)-(&.,) l_/Pv ri ..yM ,., 1- (JIWJ 6 /Y / 

Uf Rabbi Aaron vhorin we must speak more at l ength for ne was 

active, a l l his l ife in ~dvooating religious r e fonns . ~his ~ust be p re-

faced, h owever , t h&.t Chorin'• importance was g reatly ex.ag ~rated , anu he -was 

gr eat l y overrated by the refo nn rabbis fo r h is J e"'7is.b learniDb, anu. by t.he 

orthodox for bis s ecular l earning. 

3 . Aa ron Jhorin • 

.Beine a nativ e of ... or6.•1 ia , whicn Wit.:. oue of t..ne .Jos t. 1.Jnportan t 
42 

ceut r es Of Has <alRh ana. of ~almuuio lea.r.. i · , haron ~noriu l l7ou-l~ ) Wb S 

na~ural ly iu;'luenced ~y the lioeral .ip irit. tuere, bllu be c&1:1e u!1e o: t.ue 

:;ouer ate ori J1ou.ox raoois of h is time 
~ 

who •.vvulu a \.lhe ra to t ne lenie; i. inier :J re-

t.aiiun ot' r;.ae La" l'° ' /:;?1 ). I n 178~ , Jho r1n oeca.ne rabbi of A r od -
tn .Joravia, ana. this poshion ne occu,pieu t11J his 148 &tb. I n 179t3 h e published 

his f irst pamphl et '' lmre ltoamtt l.t'rague 17~8) i1 Nhii::11 n.e &.r~eu. that aa t h e 

sturbeon nau s~ales i t. was penni t t. e~ as i vvu a~~or~iut, t o i ~e Law. h is 

opini on, althu\J&f' fo llowi?lb t.nat o f ..i.z6Jtie l La.nu.au a nu .i..lieze r ~l ec,cels , who 

wer e ;.wo out.s i anu.ing art.horit. ies , was s ;. r ull61Y o 1.>oseu by ...o r uecai .oenet and 

his par ~ i..:_ans . !1aobi laa.ac Krieshabe r of i'aks ·::r ote a r e fu.teiiou 11:.:akitel 

Doa:ntt Whict. called fo r th a seco <i pamphl e t by vh r oin 11$hiryon Ka.s)(ass i..: '' 

(I>ra{-ue 179':1 ). 

Sy l1is l enient intern rete.t io. of l.raQi t.ion , ~horin lncarreu. t he 

---
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hostility or most of his co l lea~'"Ues . At ~rague ~horin oublisbed i n 1803 his 

"-clmek Hashave~" which iUers t trans la te<i "Recoucil1e t i on of .rai t n with .Prac-

t i cal Life''• ·~he work is a.1v1a.ed in. t.o three parc.s: "Bo~h iUDa:noh" , lie shame - -
Jha.jah", a.uu. ··~rat d&ron". ~or our ..;unsiueratio _ t ne fi r s t purt is t.be mos t 

im~ort.&.n t. , fo r i n it. Choriu voLes h is opinion as i o t he "oral l aw" , wnerei n t..e 

es taolisnes, O!l t. lle 6 r ouno s of .La l muU.ic p rincip l es , th.al. t he s piritual leader s 

of every s enerati on h&.v e a ri~t , ina.eeu a a.ut y , to mouify t.he Law accoruing 
44 

Chorin also attempte d. to pr ove t.hat the stud:1 of philos09hy is by no =ieans 
46 

boor.ipatibl e with r elif i on. And i hoUlJi t heore t i ca l l y he was not 09poseu to 

l{abbalah , 11e cost empnac i cally denounced '' the - 01' who believe t hat t.he r e a r e 

many who oy means of s ensel ess combi nat i ons of spohen or writ t. en lette~s , a re 

capaole of . orcing t.he laws of nat.ure to be \;JJaiw eu f ro .. 1 t.ne i r r e{;Ula r ~ourse . 

I 1. i s c lear , n oweve r , t.rtat. this oelie~e Li i ncompa t i b le witu suunu r eason." 

-He f act t nat tn~ .• :al :uuu speai<:s of t.he e fficacy o'r amule ts (Sabbath ol) u.oe s 

not influence 1.a~orin in the least . lie thinK& ;.11.at sucn e 1'fi~acy i s ouly 
46 

i1ougi nary au..i inus t be ia.ce.u al ler,,u rical l y . 

;,la4' I"'/.& -0 ~ e' A.:> l/:,,,:f),) 1-J/' ';>. ..!//K/JW »~_.// 
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·2J/~/6 r~~ 
I t i s 1nt e restill€ that ~norin : rieQ al!:_P.e~· l n nis : i r s t work ./ 

t o e-att ... nalize tne ce r eMvni al law. He ... e - r·~~ h b 
• t: 0 

.,. v e .~o t .:iereli = =.oral 

Q l GC i .1lir:.e . uut e s a ~1ean& t o .,r 
. eserve t Le ..atio::ial intet r iL;: of tne Jtr ish 

;>e cpl e • U!lt i1 t ue ti~ v;1i'3t. tJ ei r etui cal la.ea~ 1111 1 , 
47 - ~evooe wll\ ~rsa: ly 

ac.:en t e1.1. 
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~his wo rk of Chorin, though permeated alrea~y wiih a liberal 

s91ri t , i nt rinsi cal l y it shows 1i 1. tle a avance over the us ual l rabbi r.ico l 'llO r ks V 

of the t i me wni::11 ere fUll of oasulst ry , s ophi stry , p rolixity of s ty le ano. 

_.>s euao- philos opn;,r. the e~osit ion of tui s first chap te r ~f "~":le f<: Rashsveh" 

"!ti:• h:t.e r o r eprint.e1.1 in uis e s sS\f , 'taillel " (Ofe n l S.57). 

:tills work l e d. t o mucrJ. op pos it i on , though it wa s !) r int.ed witn the 

app robat i ou of ..ia.obi JJosea 1.!_unz ano. wit.JI a eulogi st i c p oem of iiaobi ~oses 

.l(unlt1. '.l:be boox: gave g reat o ~-.·ense to t oe orthodox party , wh i ch tilwa r t eo. t he 

) Uolioatiou ot a seconu e uitiou, for wn11.lu Jnoriu naa p reJ:)arel.i .. .a.ny corrections 

auu ao.u.it iona . ...orueoa i Denet wrote t o tJ1e Arad. .;ougregat ion i i.at tne bo.>lc 

c on taiuea ueresiea 8.llU t h a'I. 1 t must oe burned.. '.l.'lle oongr egatio.1, uowevc r, stooci 

by t heir r esbbi; bui some of its .. emoe rs who siueu. witn Benet oausea. u i m great 

unpleasantness . ~he Arad. boaru &Pill i e<i. to :w..oses ~ t o certi fy that t he 

booA coutai ned. no heresi es . Un t h e ortner nanu , wuns 'IWBS ur&eu oy the fanat ics 

t. o condemn lt . .oeins l o a g reat dilemna , he c onclude d t o invi te two rbobis 

to c ome to Alt-Ofen t o f o nn w'ith h i .:: a t r ibw1al befo re wh ic!1 J hori n was 
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c;~c· 0 .i (Sen . 1 . ~5) . The sente!'ce or tne t rl bu.'lal Wl;:.S th:\t. "Chor in nus t 

re · net ihe conten t.s o! his boo'-: . Shoulu he r ef Js e to do so , nis beard sho-..:il d 

be c..i;. o ff as a penalt y fo r his he r etical tr<l.ts i;;res:>!u ts . " ... •ne reupon , .!borin 

~uoor..ii1.at ect nis vi e• • to tnose of tr.e rc. ... uis a..i..1. ue si re~ •.uat 1.1 .. oou.-: oe SU.?-

p resseu. '.L'he c o irt a iso uecreeu a reu.t.!l. i u.i or Cho r i n 's sala ry , b..tt. tn~ boa rO. 

of nis COl}b re~tion inCLi f;1 l.9.nil :1 r ejec t .a u tn is ueo r ee . J.n1a !a..:\. ~s illl 9 r estilltl• 

l'o r 11. tr.rows lir,nt O:l ti.e vari .. ..i.s ~1ia~ 1:1et1 oa.s by wni ~1. toe rl~rls 1.s we re 

a;.;asto.;ieu in tHOSe •..t.6.., 8 tO ii..1.ir.i iaat.e 1.hei r ,mucierat e COllC&.t,"U86 . d0t euuu.:a V / 

tr J~le vno r i n uet e roi nea t o ~ive u9 wril.i Dg . 

::nc:- r 1:1 ' s hei.rt;1 a )proval . I n ni s "filnqt Ha- eme t •·, a respo •• s a wni.:1. be wrote 

01. A"rll 7 , 1 3l a anci nu:>l iso~d in LiPbe man ' s c ull,·ct i or . • 'Wog&h na-~e""ek", 

lle de cl.n•eu hi1sel i' i u 1'avor 01' s yna,o! Mfo r:n:> , .... er a s · t e 1...ro Jctlvn of 

nu.'llber 

of lit.ur i a l uiociifications . 'l'h<:? p rincipal ;1 r a. rs , the " r.e-.a'' anu t he 

tne Hebr ew la~..t%e uel_s to ~eo alivt: t r.e .. i. .. :· i • l1.e res1.ur 1. i o .• of 
48 

Lii<e :w ..iun. i.= , ne a lso !' le&..tG-4 ;'o: 
49 

iutS. r..int! 1. 1.1.c . 'e .1_ lo:? a 

.(o :soouer w~s i l .cnow. 1.1.at .;11ori r. ' s res110..iuum ;"avo~~ t.ILe • ..a.":l-

.;uor 1.. , 1.. wu11lu t.e 9 l aceu iua a11.1::ru.a1.ive ue 1'ore Lil. .• ait.u.. r ~o recw...t tJiS 
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o;iuion or to lose nis _>oslt ~ o . aio ;.la bi . vhor iu Wb,S a !'..,or ..;inn anu a fatner 

ol' ;: larce 16.l:llil , 4!:.w 1.e c ..... lu cuuose t.u1. one al tern~ ihe. ir: , t.t.erel'o . e . 

recautt.u 11ia opinions i !. £et>ru!sry 15' , 181~ . i .. recantEt 1o-s , :.oweve r . r.ere 

o: no avail ror 11e was net Jl"r:linen to ed.vocate r eron::.o et all costs . A · ear 

late:- ne •Jublisheu "..s.bar oe-It. to" (Wien l.,;::o ) i n Heb rew am• t.. v·~nr.au , in 

wr.1~1. n•: rei tera ~ ea t he vie'Vs e.xp resseu it~ z.18 ''KinQ,t Ba- l:b"!t" . ~ne ~rman 

e.i.i tion of t h is patnphlet a.i recte11 U l)O. hi t ic a. 1.enti .. t. cf t.1 e 'J r ogres..>ive 

~ f .,01.1cu aJ.<eu. 0norin •Or tlis opL.1io •• o ... ne ~ut. lt: .. " ' &. r ... L• i Cln ... on ..>Ju:D.t 06 

r- 1 ur~1i. i.. i.11e A..ta .. rifUl a1.a1..?s . .Ln ouswer i.u ts.is 1.1Juir.; , J111J ri.. wrote ais 
50 

11 ~ t - lasafrt or "Le~t. r uf an African .""eoo i 1.0 :.1.:> collea -es 1.1 - u r ope 11 • 

l E..-.i. , i.t.c l a. h r par1. l y &.il.:Jlic&cile ot.ly Li ~1e .. 1.iu1:: , p_rtl. o ... lit,.at.or.; e very­
:>) 

""' re . .. ne .. e . ..a ue t.empor.r i lJ S\.l .. pe1tu.e..i , o .. t •• vi urnirel , &uolisi..c~, oy 

1 ... 11.. W11 ic .. ere 1> f u.-..a~ oria., it r;o;a,y oo aoroLut.e"' L . .;o .• l'or ~11i.J wit 1. t.i;e Cl.r­
b2 

ct.11...>'..• • .we-> or t.ut: i.ime . AB for ml're .; ... 1.0 •• s u11u uss.1 es l 

mo.ill'/ or i...oo l i sJ1 tue. . .; uut L. uo OtJier "&:, n; i.l. int.erl'• re • i~1. ·elir lw~S 
53 

~hor1u also pleadea. :'or tn .. ,..~t b l iGtL"'•"ll t t• f : ... . s1.GtOTies , c. f 

_i\>Qe n . s.;hoola ,.,.,.u of a iheolo1 L::nl se:ni:1er• , L .u :"c. .. lt1e ro, v:. 1. u .. o f a..ri -
54 

.:ult.Ure 8>!u. r rofP.>:. OilS A'-~. . .he Je·'ls. . 

!n t •. e :!eiJr ~ a nenui x tc. :.he ••I e?r'l t - i:.sa: 11 1.e ..i ~ !'lores tr.e 
:.>!.. 

1.Ler.on.li::a1.io1 o .1.e .;~.;.a o scn ·v1 ; e L. 111:: ti .e , •11.i.:. , 11e C.J •. ~ t:. .. -.s , no 

at. eru.;al en •v-.::.. .. _winsti ri 1.1 
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ot ti.e sacrif1c1al cul t ; r.er.ce , &.11 •t.e !&-· .. !''"f: r .. \.~ ._ ..:oru .. c.t t1.e ... ·e ... ple 
!:lo 

are un li.::1:1. ... le t > PverJ Je ·'isn .lo .. se ol° wor:;1. ip wne:-e\'t!?" 1 t e . : e .!'!JiOTS -
::io;;.t st re u~ .. s lJ t.1.1.! ?" ... .,. 1_ o ; 1ii.> i.i A for p1:o r 1:1i .. 1.,_ :.11\,; .. r ev&_e_t ....istur­

~7 

., ..... ..:~- a. t. LJI• s_,1 .. a o \'t1.:..:. v .• l;,r 1.o.esecrat e t.11 e s u:: .. e-e!l .. "f t!le c:r•ioe . V" 

.• e ~lso a ttbCr- viole.:. tl, t.i.e lia;,..;i. .. ic raoui- , t.neir .;auid.s:n a?.1,; t:-...1 r faith 
::>8 

tJ.u .. 1: rv .. ..; C; :. , : ui. t. to~ '",:--t.i) i u t •. e: ;;, f •. a Ot.. ue 1n .ceup1::1 •1it.1. 1este r 11 cnl-
59 

l ... re , -e.:orum, provi -... t.!.~t 1 t. is -.:>t .;..,:ut rar,; t. o J ~ isu .1.a•. ...oroovl'.!r , ne 

r ... tt.,1.t. _.vsl st renuu .i.sl y a .. iusi. i.lle n..,iio.:i w.t11cr was i ng rainea (.L:l _ ; :~ ... e r-

-t hou ox • saes , thE.t e..:co N i ng t:> e ·•lsr. La ... the U.'la• r s :.e.nd.i :i c' t QP ::-ay~ ?'S 

oO 
is U:'-'l llCe :l El.l:.' anc.. ru..t a.ecoru:: a. 9 ... -;r es \s o: c:; .. .,. .. :ial . 1:. 4 --"' 3 t r>:-

~o 0~" no- :-:-:~~!.. 
, .. ... t I? Pa r l: =-~ o·~!' ~- lO 

, .,..h : ') ~rove : !"-~ t .. . " . . 

r~ ... u. .. o.-~ uf .. ,.~ !l._ rve - eu. i :it.c: 1. e-.~t i v . ... 1.. i.:.1- .. t. .. ! t L. ~ •. t: 1.:-~.1v .... -.>. 

oeca 1.. L 

ol 

a.i..du. 1n LJ.e in .. - or .... e r..&;i .. es ... :; .... 1.011 ...i it.icult i t. was ;·or t .• e 
02 

1,r.., - .. u. 1.11' "Luse i..a je.;...: " , ~ .• 1.. ne _.!'oJves '"o:; .. c o. olusivcl~, ;.1:.sL tru! J e...,.i so 
o.:i 

J.ecoru::i a.r.~ ritual wni.:r. cul.lu sa;! .. t'J .1.e ,,i _est aes: .. ti.: s;~aa:-...s or t..e 
64 

::o.ien1 Jew anu .,e t be 1., A:ee9ir. wit 1. t ne Lo".V , 

:>o .. e of t hese iu •HS ..;horin ~arrle u. o..it i.t u i .. O"'D coru ret;o l i ou , 
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-r.~h: 1 ?:Cluueu e. !,. !"eat nw:b0 r of !:lee &.nics . ::e ... ucce'lQeQ in ~·o .ui:JG a .,oaern 

s~1 ooj, &:iu 1.'l lntroJ. ... ~1..[ 'linor l i tur ical :-.. :or::::: i..t.o r.e s y:.a o e·.•en a!l 

o:- .. w1s ii1s .. al l ea. at nis iust.ance iu ltJ.trO ; ne penni tteu. t11e ea ti.I{ 01 rL;e 

t.1.e: ua. i> of .:>a .. :>over ; a.....a h-: was also l..st r.i=e.~lh l i . L:>Ol -

::;niui.. . t.1r., l~1 bovern.,eul.al h;t.e rfe r >j.,ce , t.111: law T'hich !' roniu1teu 1!'2.rrieu 
65 

~u -:en to et.t '?l' t.11e .. ,,,n&t O wi t.no\.l ;; t.ue 11::>cne1t.el 11 tPe rrug;ue ) . 

Cnor i u was st.rot.t.;1~1 ill ravor of a syi.ou wiL 11 power -:.o ue.;i~e 

"M: •. ew a.ee • ~ o this tt.ecr ... ..;"orL ; alwaJ ... aw1~rc c.1. . l n uii. 11lreuti oothe" li..,!i 

s.,.iou.s ::ii, 1,t. r.iiti 1 ate t ee sev~rit,,1 o:· t.1.e ..iat. .. &licial la 
ob 

espe~ i all.1 t.uose :n 

r~1 ar~ t.o t.ravellinL &n~ writ.lug. 

I~ i. is h e i>rew a _>pen..iix t.o ti.ls wor;c , "..!lr nce=iot1" , (}horin !'Ub-
67 

1 ~sr1•?u. 1 is ;orrespo..t ... m1ce -1 tn I sab~ J . :-.e~l:' iO whl...h is o:' 1·reut iut")!'e.; t.. 

OPC' Jr e it shows now much .1ore prol'llJ.n...i 'VE.S -0 1 tiO ' s ruu.1?rs:.an1o.inc, of Jewish 

11UosJph.y tr.a .. i t.&t. o f t ne rat.i. .. nal L;s of tnat ti!.'le • ..!horin wa ... , of co..tr:;e . 

:::~c:. sunerior t.o t.~e ave?'a4 e rabbi of r.1s .i e L :-;ul 1.11:-al tH 

1111> •Ii i loso •ni...: t rusp was ... o .. t S..t!)er.i(!ial . r.e ... .. •t;:.i uv •. e .... l. t." -.i-..,, ,.;t. 

U~Cc.i-> t O t.ne s iri l. o:' t t. t:: time u\.o t.b it. pr&.; wiCe a .. u. 1 !1 ~reel.I. . he W s , 

ra:. ivna.d .. t.:. to 

~ . .o.:: t. .... · .1.Jber o:· r ·• l'or._ .. ilJ Jev ist. La· .. , ou.L no a.l .. o ..u:.:: i:. icallJ a...;~e :> .. eu all 
bb 

i.. :1 r n.tio~iali .. t.ic iuec lot,;,· .-r.~ct. he vui..;eu. lu uis ·•:.me< e - .m.ave1:" , anu 

:a l tera:.e later uu i , 1.1& ''hillel" bl'l~ in t.1.e "l,_,e ret. .:.lG .. sQJ'" • -~Gbio , 

-
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reaso.":a.,le views i.. a n<l!:lot:r of pe :.. t~1 pilpulis t ic ar1-ume1:ts 8.6&inst 1.ae 

sli• 1 iest. ilu1ovari oL.a i o lJ1.e ::li.nuiiae or ~r1P liturgy . 

~ut ~uch answers as --f:P~ 's we7~ te~. vu •he wtole , t.~~ an~w rs 

are mos: insul ting , anu i11e ra u ina1.e of Padua <1i u not. refrain J'rom~ .JSiug 

a 0 '& •• st the re formers sucJ. epithets anu p11 rases as : fools , a com~an:1 of wic,.ed­

ne s;:; , 1.1.e i b)1orent of t.ue p1.: opl c , i.11e . i.a rl ot.~ o:- lh«i r i.ea.n. , aJ)u t11e 

l!.ire . I.If tr.e sa:.ue ua r.u re is 1.ue epi s .. le ut ;\ . ... ~uel tr.e -zerm..- ra. .;ui of 

S~ o::! -S O.l rivtCtL.lleSS , t1.est.ro:;-ers ot t.11e faith , a po stat.es , e!!:O ty- neauea. :ten , ti ra zen 

re .. els , a :.:.J. ~ ot.at:rs v f t oe saoe c itaracier. :to .:>aoue l is par ticul&. rl y wr" U6il t 

~ ov e r t.ne rejec1.i <.1 u f the -es!>ianio ..toe. rine a 4 ... \. J'.u l u:' •c•- resurre~1.ion 

~ eites - uses ...enuelsor.n , e .:> s e l., , an'1 Her: Ho..:oert, , tu s11ow mat the,, t oo 

cvnsiJ.erea t.r1ese J.Oct. rines a s ei; .;ent.ial i n J uu..ai sm. • he :!'a.c t t .at. a rit.orist 

a::io~ t:.e rao is s::iv.ilu see% s uo'lor t for his vi ews ne t onl •• fro!:: re.ooi11 1~ 

s ,ur:."'s 1·.lt also :·rom . he pion"'<?rs o f t. ne :..Ssicalah bin itself a sign or tl:!e 

tl::.e . ?lot onlJ uoes it p r ove the ol o auat_:e tnat " t oe 1.= r~ t ics o!' ;ves1. ?. rua.y 

are tn'? cl-.nouized sai n~s of tou.&y " tut ii. also iu ..... 1ca ;.es u.at tile or: iui or: of 

tnese la. ::..;l'.olars 11au to be reckonea. wi t.1. c..1 reauj' a" :1.ai. ~ t ~e. for c, t i.er-

wise ~oc;i ::>w:iuel of A.JSi.c rua1.1 Wu d v !lot 1:av1:: .:iuoteo. s ... 11.:u 11:orr.s wni~:~ ;:e re 
101 
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l t is also interesting to _.ote toe letter of ret. r actio?: by !ihe:n 

~ob J 8..'!IU!. ot Le{;horn ~hi~n ne ~os t prooauly b&d t o sign LlDue r co~puls ion. 

~ne note or tne ··ditors , however , use this retra.aious ::ot fo r tr.e _:.upose 

o:· .;l 13.a. r i 1.g Samu::i t' ro!:I charges cd ueresy :JU .. 

102 
ge~·.1 :~euss of t.he "lio atl ~dek"• 

,t,'],;,, I ,Pt,,,. .}1•rl '"'" 
i n or .... er to uisc re.:lit "llli t t . it tl.e 

:>articularly iJ .. .sulti nt, 8.1:<4 , :-esU.'!l!HUu ... :> l:; L •. • !>....;.War ot R. 

ci:.lls ui. .. ~n i~oraiaous , a ;:ianiao , a .;ai:fcler , ::..1 u.u .. cruoul ous .;1.r.rls.t.au 
l\J~ 

·11nv Wl.)Ulu .-o !:10.;ll. an;ft.Jl i1 t.. fo r t..ain 01' !louey. l u c ontrc;.st to t :.e 11ro r ... h-

l essness ot Lie oeman, WllO. ne a.1.lses 'Pitt.vu~ res t.raint , 1.e Jt:H . vut t.te ru-

-
~om.enus inat religiou i.> aot bliseu ..ill Wl1.e rstamdn1·, b it o .. blii.:u. accepiance . 

ena. people neell .lvt nt:ees-f.r , ly Ullu.erstauu the .1eanin1S of r..be _)!'aJe r s which 

tne~· r ec1 .e oi: their i r:iplioati ons . and ne su9p orts t.h~se \•lews by u.ist.orting 

"1 
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l°' 
a uurnoe r 1.. f .1>i bl icc.l ve r ses : 

. ~;/0 '":::_JJ;r ..i/Y' "'~eJ --A~/JoJ &t? e--",.., ,"'v / 
J([;-J ~ (Nr; rl:JI JO~I <.../)~ ';) CJ>Y't #v ;)If/ (2/~A'/ //~ ,, 

~~/er p/('J. e~,.,r r? y /Al/~/P> ~,,£, '2. ,jf/, 

_,J.16;} Gt-1.Je? .v__j~ '°'iVCJ ?)~ J-, (1') ~? ~ / ~,Jf t/ffe 
,J~ 4 / f/ VJ!J/Nl _/J/?;1/ -vh()/ --t/Ne7' -.6 ./ ) ~?/,,./ 

·'~:.!!// 
r,K/r -'>fK? 1-,.,f Jn ;./J ~~ Uri ,. A!!} MN..,) /' .L # ¥,ti/ 

.ffiv? h- por ///,//) t~fa""'' /-vi # ~ i) '!/.YJ I.AA.!?/> 
• ..,1J/? ~ v)/i:;? I -;J? i/J I /:...J•# #~.(, er~ -? / ... ,,? 

/ /II(; fv~ .. !JI~ :!J!c Je;f &f'J I?> ~ .. A:?/?Je '/~i> 
r.:)'1~.., ~~ /'l~ i'J0-, ~ ,.tv,, t /1, , ..,;f Y12fi //,/ 

!_11 HM ;;..!?h-1 /rr~ ~.;( ~? k ~ / :J /.v·,o / /i 
i) 9 /) 1 ~"' /) /(-Z.-; q /c / ~ ~ .G..,) ? /J ;;,, "~ o~ 1!¥,e :v.vr 

:u;,ejµ ~ ?V 1rl ..J/i/J/~ --4/iy?J- 14JA1 .f, ~ 
_!!,It? I?';) / f 1eJ''6,~_.Afr/J /l'lf/#'7't/ //,J~/ -vdj") ) 

cAl-to? 1~,,,U r·a'h/Yfy> I /"'ILJl?'i) ,f/,A ~~ 
. ~'r~ 1 le. 'cl"" -Y 1~ <-:; ~ 

It is su.:::h a bsuru reasoni:t .. as tJ.at o~ .1. Jaco:> , &!la .sJch a 

sa~.::: til:loni ous anupr esumpt ueius e;..it.u~ t uwe.rus t.he ; ~~ .i.;s of ;he ol u oru:e r 

tl'l.a . cal:e ... i'c:-i.h t.ne r.ra1.h o:.· 1.1.e i!ltdlr:a tuals or Ha::itiur , ;1ar• ic;.tl& r ly 

tiu.. t of .:.1. L. 3!"es~au , 1.ne a;.i tnor of " G, 1 ?~ f'J' ..J J~l!J ? '>A " • 

Fo::- ts•---t .. 71e neeli 1.0i. jo.l .. 1.il':; ihe ...upreceuen\.eu i ~ri?ve!"eni. trt!c1. .. 1e .• i of 

.:ia •• l i~:e n~.1 .. o.ilu 1.ave oecooe p r ovo,:eu uy su~l! !ill.acious uistorii1.11.s of t. l!e 

Diole . 
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'the same arr 088llt t.oue we 1'i.uu. i u tue let.i:. e r of 1.ae COhsisi.ory 
106 

A JDWlh more tolerant let.ta r ca.ine ~ro ~ . ~ubi ulieze r of 

l.'rietch, Mort.via , enuorseu oy the raoi.Jina1.e of \.lllit c.;it~· · i\Qobi .i:.lieze r au-

mits t.h&t trte Law permits liturgic<il chall~es , an~ t.liat there 1nere varioll.S li cur-

&ical ~ouifi..ations ~uch as that of t. he .b.Shkena zim auQ the ~ephardi~ , out since 

tnese have become t.he a .;cepte d traa.itional lil.urt<i cal codes thr o..i,-h out the 

vario <.ls countries , no ino.bia.ual or •rouo of ina.i v htuals ha ve a r i gllt co me.ite 

an.1 :'urthe'!" cuanges , i . 1.11c li t.11rgy , for it .a.y uisru9 t the 11Dit.y of the com-

munities . He regara.s , t11erefo re. I.he actiun ol' 1.ne Hal))l.)u r t leau.e r s as \:.ll act 

ot "Le .. e .:..a jeste" o~oc.use i r,ey s11oulu nave suujec t eu tht .... elv...:s i. o tne local 

ra.>~ is a.i.u 1.o'I. ua.ve ::.olicite u. ra~ni ni...: su;>_,on :;:'or t hei r a.;t i ous JUt. .. i<.L 9 of 

t11ei r cor.t.1Ul ity •• He f>v inis ..'.l;.t t t u&t. the whole purpose of t.11e rbOt'l:ie ::. in 

t~oir ell:.li ua t. i on ..,t .ne ..i.~ssiB.niC praye r.;; wa.s t.o lino. tavor ~~ht. toe civil 

J t: .. 1.or 11ave any oojec ti,,.. i.o t ,.~ prayer~ ::'or tue retu r .. to J e rusalem. 

R • .c.l1ezer, very •• aively, t.ar ea<.a ns 1.ne i unovaiors wht. Ql.lllish-

.:i~u t afi.e r 1..er.tl au..4 impl or14:,1Y ex::: lah. s : " .1J:iat will yuv. u.o i n u1e lAa, of 

J uu.Q:ient, :i'or iiou is a Gou ct Ju::.t. L;e?•• ine mos t reu~er.tillb featu r e i n thi s 

lette r is the warninc ne bive o to i. ue or thouox raoois ac- leauers tnat tae y 

sho .. iu loo..c i nt. o 1.hel.'lsel ves t o find the c aus e o f tne re :'ol"'!n movar:ient . He 

olaims t tl8 t i:' tne sy11a · or ues .., .,. -~ :::..:mu 1:::i.au wi t.ti o .. uer ana C1ecoru.in . ti.e re 

-.1 ... ;.lu. have oeen ao c a use tor re f or.:is . ~ha ortboao:x. ra l>l: i .; , the refore, &ho..ild 

SP.e i;o enforce orde:- , t o tn·r..e the p~opl e from tal dn1• a 11u q uar relinb 1.1.u ring 

~1 e SI? ·v i.J~.:; . t .., 1.ave :.;or:ieone p r each to t.ne:n o .• t1.e 1ro::i r i et ;1 o:· rr..a. ~"lers , &u..i. 
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p?"eface1.1 by <>JOSes ::>0~11.er •mo exg re.,;.,es rus .. ac isl'a~t i o•1 in thut. Jho ri n "bent 

his 11eau oetore the Ilise ... en vi h is generation. " 

~his oollec t. i oi. of r espons& tollo·;.s ·.n tn a J uuaeo-uenna!l t raus ­

lat i o.! , anlL is pre faceu. by t.he f ollowing .itat ement : 

".de it .mown t hat t.hese letters were p ublish ea. i'or ;;he glory of 

l}ou. a:nu His Torah a.nu noi. l'o r tne _JUr1Jose (Gou. foroiu ) 01' antago::iizi nt. any 

.me L1 Israe l. i.ior eover, tuese le t.t.e s will v inu.i cate the nouo r Ol' our J e ·"ish 

CO!~:runil.ies by sno..-:i nb \. not ~li the member., ot ou.r co::1munities ziare hol y , p ious , I 

tio1;.- fe1;;.r i nc a.11<.1. ~ohohi.ers ot the ':orah, a 11u t. hat 1ml, a re w .J1 1.1.e .. are :nis -

l €'u. uy seu.ucer.> an.i. perverters who ai:· t o tiest. roy i;!•e iPri ta !;'.e cf \Jott. Usy 

t!le !·ood Lo:-d. f ort;ive the!:! a nu bri nb p iece into our ~ongrera t i ous , thn t t ney 

::ia;1 S<:? !'Ve Him i n imity. " 

t: . ~rote.s1 s a11u Jor<n t c r-rrotescs . 

'~he r esponsa in the "-"'ib r e Ha- !Sri t." u.i u. i.1H Live , nowever , the -

re .'o r.:ie"s a i . impression inat it v:as aL epi;;tle Of peace. .As · .. :e nave seen 

s:o.ive , 1.he Joor- 1s ;·.ill o l' cal ur:my , of a uu,:; e , o f s o!>h i s . r .I' , oJ' !l resumptuous-

11es:; a.uu ot ..u-ires1.raineu 111- ter.ipe r . lt is !lO t to b e "JOnue r eu. a t Lnat ihe 

fiL :" i. ~pirit us.1 leauer~ ol' the Eamburb iern9 le weut u ... 1. 7Ji t1. a 0 11.. te r .i,1 r otest 

at:. a inst. t. .u ese rabuis ;;a JC Ii a s wai; neve r oel'ore e~prcsseu 1, 1.ae i.is i-Or:, of 

J u.J.aism. 

..'he wri ier of t ue r c:l'o nn protest wc.s ..... .:: ir I s rael ~rei:.s lau 

(1785-lS:S~) wno was the :>ecr e1.ary o l" 1.he Haznburt,; ~emple . ->resslau ;•1<os a ueman 

1.ou-.ry ~111.1. a ltt.J sc1.olar , si.eepe u. in Jewis1, leamiug . He anu I si::u-.c ::._9,£:i!:el 

irau,ce l were the eu.itor s of ine 1~e1.1.er lia-A.bOd.ah'' l the praye r boo.<: 01 the 

Hanimr~ ':...'em9le of 1Sl 9) . He was also instrurne i.t tt l ir.. countent; t)..ng 1.he 

-



/ 

-102--

extreme rationalis tic BJlQ vermaci~ ten~encies of ~ottholu Salomon ana. of 

~t.lnard Kley, the rabois of the Hamburg 'i'emple , who were r a1.:.,· to d iscard most 

of the traa.it.i..inal r:iou.es of J e•o;ish worshi:> t o c tve it a ... •rotes tant exteri or 
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form. .or es.;;;l a.u anu .rran·-::el . however , llotb beirig infl :1ent.ial Jay.nen !lna. 

great. Hebrew s.Jholars , suc~ec:u.eu i .n eui t illb a r>r aye r bo.,.c whic'l p reserveu the "' 

tr~.u.: .. i t.ivual t'or .. , t. o a t;reat U.eg r ee an..t t.hus c ave the rel'o r.:i .novement historic -
cr.ntinuity. 

However, w11e the "Jlibre Ea- Brit" of \.he or thouox ra ..,u is was 

1:.sueu it. ,.?rovoice..i. .Dres~au to co.npooe a short panphlet ''Hereo !lokemet N' KBJn 

Drit'' \ 1 6l~ J iu v.'hicr. he s~ourge- io.e r~oois lllOSt. sat. i rically anu r:ierc ilessly • 

.ipeakiug ot t h.i s pwnpblet , v r ae:..z _,naracterizes i t as toilows : "'.i.'his he brew 

letter was writ t.e- i n a be tiut iiul lie'orew style, ana. witL such skil;'ull mani-

pula tion ot oiollcal verses . \.hat it seeme u as thout.h tue p r upuets an~ psal:nist.s 

·. 1 ~msc lves were scour,;ing tne o.elusious of the obtl.iSe rabbis . .1>r<?sslau trea-

teu tLem !1ovi a s ign0ra n\. ucys , now as false pr opnets , aua. espe~ial ly as uis-

turb'?,..l> of t he peace . Svery se1.te.:-.oe in tnis s nemin~:ly earnest but hit nbly 

satirio&l ep i stle v'as a dacge,..thrust against the ol~ _>e""Vers:ons enu thei r 
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ue fenue rs ." 

Tne leaue:-_ of the Ht.illlbu r g iP.mp l e receiveu liter . r;; rei u fo rce-
109 

::ie .• i lils u fro . the va ri vus centres vl' nas<Gla11 i1. l}i;:.licie.. .1.'he vlu pa rty , 

11owevi; r 0 ui ..i. 1101. ret!lB.111 s ilent. l n lOi::O , a. polernic~l 11t1.1npt1l1::t. ::.t.~c.tl.1 st 

Hre::;slau was puLli s1;eu 'uy .... R. Rein1 t. z , e!lti\.leu '1Ld 1at Ea- .Her·b Hu.:nith&-

pehat"• .1.'u i s work coutains Jv th itit; :.ew by way O!' o.rb1l!lleU\.' iio . at;t:t.1us t 

r~ t ..ir ns . It is a :ner e rehs. ~hir't:l of all u1e t.re umei.ts contained i ii. ihe ".Jiore 

lia1.tSri t" t.nllJ~ the autnor c laii11s thh\. ue u.iu uvt. J1ave t11e O) •OrtUlit.J to 
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see t11:::.~ ruuoinic aocume nt . •tne u.;.n no r is part ill .llarly wrouu1.i up over 

I 
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1.ne h.soleuce of .ores~lau &!10. nis :!Olle&tue:> wno uurlt:u unbei:.r11 v:' L • .>ults 

a(j~iu.:. 1. tne ri..o .. i& , but i ua t1.:chJ. ol' ~nuwiut, :.m eurtll'le ol' nw.ll i ty tor the 

e. • ,'i 1. ot t he reton!lers ne ":le r e ly hea.pe11 up st 111 t,rente r insults upou tne 

lea11 rs ot 1. fic ~e~ple . 

A g reat number of pamphlets a 1.ta0Kill{. 1.he Hamoure leaue rs eu~ 

rr i'Om. i.. gc11-::ral were !)Ubl ishea at toe t t i me, ruost of wh ici. were anonymous 

enu of V'":'Y little 11 terary value • . Suc1. is &. par.J!lhl et entltleu, \A~?/>-+ 

~/6,,t/ ..,/1#/c, r?~ l!ie rlin 1818 ) V.-}liCb s ee ks to a.efeud. tile Sl. rl ~tl;; or­

thOUOX po int. of view on rati onal c;rou.na.. Another one o f 1.11e same te .. ucucy is 

.,, ::ios t ellr1re.>slve titt.it.i11e 'lltis 1.&<i:L by a;i ooscure 'f7r1 Ler, .i . - · •ias.n~ov o f 

&"?lma.n uoen" lJSresslc...u lo2ll conue:mb1t, tiOS L st. r Otl{;l,I t.uu!>e who favor s,yna5 og 

..... it., in or._er to quic,ce; ~ne !'r oces.> of a .... i • .:dlailot. an11 of I.he u.:.si!,\.et, r~1.­

lll 
i<> .• ol' J u11.<. ism. lie cri1.i.J izes the r e 1'ormers most s everely for uavir..g ,!)uo-

li .. i.e v. ari.1.;lt1S i u u i:l r uian , iu · .. 111.:n caey poi~t.eu .,ut. Lne a o .. Jes of ort.hot1.o:i.:y 

t.i.at t.neue art. i ... l 'l l> 118.ve vnl~ 1.el peu t.u s t r 1mgthen t.ne ant.i- semitio posit.ton. 

~ "'~ l:JAA ,,. / t-" ;rn .!)I I/ t;< "• l°Y ,t; ,-, ..., o I'!../> er 1P ......:> '? 

ni'r.> f c1/$J / r # ft / -;1/.1 ';),/ j/'1'? r ~ -yd_/'.) ,, ~'e) ,_, 

/r/h f' ?Kft~/ t i?J',lf _!;.;> Jc /..../)?;J ' e/c, v? '?1>?J ;; /,#y" f° //7_/ 

Jo.f'Y (/,y, h' / /, ,-.,,,, /'1'> q:>-tJ/~ 

we .. usi sa.1 .net 1'or t11e lOSt. part it. is vv iu J f ull ..:on .. ent. . ..1e !>a t.bet.le 
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::01.ui i ion of 1.J.1~ rt.houox. u.i·t; was tll:lt t.uey VJere ..t •• tiole to pr.a.;eu~ 1:1. .> • ng::.e ./ 
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heb rew writ. ~ r to uel'en \.l thei r cause . ..'ue Hebrew s t ;,le useu i u c.ue u.ocu..'!\euts o f 

1.he oesi racibis t hen was r uggeu anu. coarse . l~ o:- coulu t.ne; w1 i. .,e i n a.ny at.her 

la~uat,"I? • ·Nnen tne ...a:,ranim o:· liainour6 r.au. t o translate tLei r te::a i monial 

a i.;aius t tne ::-.:tormers in t ne tzenna.J lang-u.at.,e, t..ue.1 r ... \L to e~loy ~halom ..;011en 
llJ 

WI<O nau. I'orme!"ly bel ollt:.eu. to the rarua; of tue reforoe.i-s . 

ltor we r e the wrl tint;s of the early reformers ol' oucn t, r e1:1.1.e r 

111. .:r&ry value • .a..s a l reau., .. s 1.a i.e u ue;:ore, iue OulJ u.oc.n.ioeitt vi t.ui:.t wuole 

ccnirovt: rsy whict1 i s Of a ny liiera r;; value is that o f ..,.liezer Lie ber.nan , who 

w&s an ostrac ized s coola r wi trl JlO 11. t ano.ing in any J ewish cor.rnuni ty . 

7. v onc l usion. 

~he lit era ry prou.u~t iv i t ~ of the ea rly ref J nn ~ov e::i~~t is inu.1-

cative o f t 11e moveme nt a s a •1•hole . It h.au. no p osi\..ive p rot;rao 1~u r any ::ioti-

va·tnc iU.eal s . ~ver:; one fe ll; tna • so~e g reat cha11t. e s i u J e-.\'Lrn l ife must 

~~ecessarily tai<e plece a l'te" t he e.-anci.'>az i o11 , uui :ne issues wer~ 5v cbscu re 

t11e .. \.1i&\. ne i t.ne r t he r e:'onne rs 1 ur t.neir O!> .• o .~.: .1t.s Cvul u realize their 

i...p l k<t-ti ous . 

..s 'LO p rac1.ica1 re .. .ais , t. J~ i ;:1 ·:1i.ole co .... r uv1:rs,;; w ... s u::' r,o a va il . 

as t.i1a., .uau uopeu. 1.0 oe aule tu uo . .i.'.LJe r efor .. , .:ongret,atil.lu cvuc. i u ... i,u. to 

l'lutorisu . ;,,hortl y after t.ue (,Leui..:h.t i uu , liot.tholu. ..JE>l nu.on was calleu. .rum 

v.?S!> u 1. 0 l'i l.1 t.ue Ol'ii .:e ot 1>re&..:ne r iu collj~ciiu .• wit.J. - 1.LUaru. 4J.e,> . I n 

S<:rvi..:~s \Ve r e ~uuu .. 01. e u .... u r iHi: \.ne g reo.t. Jeiirly ;"...irs . l.ler.:ni:..1ts : ro ... a ll 

live r .... ..irope ga1.uereu li.I. 1.nese t c.il':> , ~uu tile ii.Le~s e>.pre .i:.eu. i u S~!".nollS 

r>r• ac11eu i .. t:.r:i r e f orm syual)Of- were spreau t.n rv.-~h o any u.is tant co · •. w.i 1.i E:S • 
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a.1u ireq'i.le .. tly oecame a.n iucentive t o wor.t alollb the lL.es of r eform. I. L • 
• 

... ..ieroa..;1. o: .:.erlin was t11e !>J eacner uf t.h i s .::osmopol i t.an co~re:.sati n . 

~ring the tJ1ira, fo ~rt.h and. f ift h ciecaues vf ii_e nineteenth 

c~nt u ry , 1!'3n;1 congregatio_s in -Semany , Aus1.ria , Eungary , -"rq;:1ce , a :iu .Jeruaa rk 

i nt rouuceu re l°om:. to a g r eater or less e :x te1.i. . 'l'nese re t orns wo.re 1sually 

i..1 tt.e ..a.i!'eCtiOl, Of f r eater a.ec orun: i n the s yllll.j Ofr , f ewe r !l i ;y·ul i m it1 l.IL0 

fes , ivo liturgy, mut-. i..; by a r e 1.ll &r 01.oi r , S11u se r.no.1s i n t.ne vernaculz. r . 

J ic1. w&s t.he so·- ca.l leu. ,ie!.ua ::ir otrram which wa:. e.uv:neu by t he t/ie.llla c vn,;re-

.;w1i;or ::10!0.;ion .:>'i.llzer . A n~oer ol' ove rr..:ne .• t a l e uicts we .·c it.~ue ... ~ur !.1._ 

r e1 .. ov c 1.i.e a ou.aes whicn tiau c r ep t iii t. u t ne SJ'l-B. t°Of.. Ue!. anu t.v i .. tro..i.uca re -

.1.o r::i • ~J.J•.t;; _uc1. e ..rl..; ts . ..a.y oe mer-t.i oneu. t11ose o i !.>azc- llei r..ar \ l o 2.:.) , 

••h.t1. lt (lo:>b) , :lanover (1 8.:.7), ~~ue4 \L ... 8 ) _iuule ..:rt-n..;011ia amt ..;ue-
114 
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its uwu a . a i u t.nruUuJ"• 1.he creatiou o.i' t he ";icience of Juv..aisra•1 an..i. t ue ctmcep-

ti o_, ul' .. 11e s p i.d;;ual r.ii s s i on of t.he J ewish peo111e . ..'nese uew :ioti fs which 

rorroeu. t.ne 1;osi1.ive iueology ol' t11e r et orm ..• o·:w::ien t i n i i.s s •:colhi s tat;e . anc.t 

1d c " m:l peCL to save it frol':l uecay . were agai 1~ creat eu not i n uernmn:,r i>ut out-

siue ol° it , . .a.1.ely , i n l<alicia auu i n I t aly , as we i.ave s ~i:: .., ue fore tue 

enli ~JHiAeut move111ent iu l.iel"!:llall;y w<..s c a r r ieu un u~ .t'olisll s .;;hvlars wno .; omoi ned. 

J ewi su l earuing anu. moue rn cull.ure a111.1 was aiu.e1.1 uy t.ue moral i ui lue..!ce of t.ue 

I t.alian anu nlll16arian scholars . 'tJ.elr owu uat ive cow..tries w~re n ot ye t. ripe 

'Oli t ical ly t or s uch a mo11 •. ment . .Che Hapoleoni.J wars , liowevt: r . U.::.L..e iei in 

t.ae cry ot liberty i.nrout;tiout ~urope , tne ocho of Wllit.:b was heara. i u t.m. r e -

mor.e:;t i;tie ;.tos l)f ~stern .,;urope. And t hO..i[..:h the f irst fl 11s11 of j oy ui ea. a way 

a s so on as tue post- Napoleonic r eaction J .. au .:;et iu , ~ieverthele ss , t he S"!eus 01· 

r evo l t were al ~eauy the r e . ~he clash betw~en receive ~ not i ons al!~ tue new 

c .. uc&!H. i ons p roc::.l.;eo. a ferment of i u.eas a nu. c r e& ;.eci. nev: t.eliuen. iP.S i.. tne 

t nettos of :;aste r n ~urope . ..'h":lS the Eebr ew r enai ssance whicr, w~s cri;:c.te ci by 

1.ne ~olisn :;,;ho l a rs who were ..LOrnicileu i n lrlH~:iany , oe0 an tv be 1. rb .. s:"e!"reu to 

i'ol a:1u , W!}.J'e it prouv.ceu a m..1Ch ;!lu re las-.iuu e ffect . 

'fne "l4ea s se t" wr1icn Jl.&'1 beeu eu.i i eu i. . a uew s eries i ll ... en:.aey 

by .::iualom Ha- Kohe n l ...es sau 11309- 11) o·.it wit hout :nu..:n suc.;ess , w~;; r e vive u a t 

v'ie ~.na anu. la te r in lial ici~ , auo. s ;.tc..:eeueu. , rirst. unuer 1.he t i ;. l e of 11Bi.--;:<"'..t re 

n.a-l tv em" ~ l ... 20-lSSl), auu 1. .rte 2.1. w1u.e r 01Ai:rem l:iemeu" , i n £,at11e riug i.01,el.fre r 
l 

:BallJ \?rit ers , tu<: large p ro.tJOrt i on of wno •. 1 were .tolish. 

I n ~ala.ml, JlOWev ~ r , where t he J ewi s 11 p op ulc.t i on liv ~u apart , 

t ue ·'..iaskil iro " co..Uu uot eveu a.:.p i re to t11e u.rec..~s 0 1° equC.l il.J suu. iiue rty 

o:' u1e Hebr ew .vrit ers in tTennany. '.l!he refonns of JWI\pe ror Joseph II , wh ich 

a;'1ect eu 1.he J e ws i n i.Le part oi i'ola n1.. a.nnexe u by .Aus tria , espe u i ally t.he 
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extension oi' compulsory military s ervi.;es to them , bau paveo. the way .!.£._a 

sf)ir iiua l reaction amoug the Je 11ish mas~es who t h rew ther:,s e lve!:' int o tlte arms 

or Ha ssia.ic mys1.icism. 

Renee , t he in t el l ec t ual Je\~s of ? olana., f onna that their t i rst 

tasK wa s t he t ea.r ill{; down o f ~acllki sm and a l l the supers t i tions that. went with 

i i. . .a.1.hi s f irst task, tnerefore , was ess ent i &.lly negat.ive i n na.,ure , for they 

!12<1 to ao -;.r.e same wort: wbich t ne early r e l'or:ners oarriea. ou in uennaey a 

~eueration be fore them. 

·~he first outsta.nu.ing cham27iou v f enlignme, t was "Herz Homber~,. 

(b. Luuen 11ear .c'rague 1749 ; a.. 1041) . He was a pass i uutne re fonne r , out. in 

n!.s ove rzeal ousness s.e unfo r tunate l y emploJeu unae drable ::iet.ho.is by exerting 

~roat. i ulluer.ce u,:Jon e,overnoe ut. author ! t i~s t o l'or0e ce r ta i :. rel i &i uus re~orms 

upo .. tne J e't1'3 of the .... usi.rian ...inp ire . Eomoert<; rece i ve!! a ..:almu...ic e uuc -.tion 

till 1. 1~e a g-e uf 17. .:ne r eaui ng vf rl..;u.sseau •s ' ' .iQni l e' ' awar:e1 . .,,a. i u li io i.t.e ... esi r e 

t o u.e vute himself to peuabogy . He p repa reu u i.Jlsel f a t De rl iu , where 1.e became 

tut'or to ... endelsohn ' s elaest s on , J o::;eph l 1779 ). .l.Alriug the thr e e years in 

w11ic i. ne l ivea. wi t n ... enc.1.e l:>0bn oe wa s g r eat},, in tluena eu. by \.he lat.tar , a m .. 

oe~~'le one of h is favori tes . \'111en tne noJSBl sc hool s were to b e op ene<i !'or the 

J ews of Aus t. ri a under the r:.dict of Joseph 11 , he was hi gbl:: ::-ec o -::ienue<i. by 

llem. elsohu and was ap f)ointeu a s s uperi m.en.ient o f al 1 the U.erman- J ewish s c bo ... ls -
of Galicia ( 1704 ) . I n 1793, he was ca l ed b~! !J:lperor t'ranc i s 11 to vienna to 

:l'Or!Jul at e l aws r egula t i lli th e r:ioral anu :'Oli t i ca l s~at..t<s or' t he J e•11s in 

2 
-Aus 1 ria . 

nis effort.~ to carry uut his religio;.is r e ;:o r ms t. 11r o.lt.l· t :ov ~ r1l!.1e_t i ntervention. 
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~ o~..:;.4rant.:sm ...:ui~J. !>revaiie u. i n velici.:i at. t.nis ti~. 

L!: , _e .o i::.rist :.:o vea:e-t , c..1 .... 'o\'rOlt: c.. ~o-. .,,nt c; r y 01. i.Le .t>entateuc n , J oo a.nu. 

.ier.::iia.n. :bi;; ~o.2!lentary ~ --el.aeron.;i:-<¥ i s L.1c lu e ..t i r. _ ei.. .. e l soz.n ' s 3~ur. -

L. r_i:> 1£t er :,;ea..:-s , a:·ter tue nonLB.l sci.vol s ol' ua.licia were pla..:eu u_1 ... e r t ue 

~.eue ral aire:ni oz. of tae uis t. rict schovls , Ron.be rg retired. t o , ie_a, wue r e ue 

oc~upieo. h i:u>elf wi t.c !>r eps.ring Je-.isl: scr.oo l bocks a.n- ca~ecuisi::s . ~hi..:.h 

t .. e r:,u-:9!'ll!!lent :'orcea upon all J~wisil eleroentary schot.. ls . A!: :.r. ~. i.:-.es P. , nis 

o:.:· . .::t<:.nu:?":g ;; .:nt ribut i cn i s h i s 111:-!'e "heI'e r• \ i ien.-ia 1 !3Jd ) vi.tic . is a relig -

i: .. s l>!.- ::ic- al reeo.e.r :'o r :; ... aw _:>e O.Jl e . His Hebr~w is o: -;~re b i b lical s•~·le , 

:r. i.~:, ..n...isu~l ;·or a Ee rew boor. a ;. t i .at. i. i .:ie . 
·~ ... ~/~/-.-Cu i :/J , ,~r ' o/.f-/ ».,M ~-:,/-v 

i .. pditit::c11.eu. ;.1_r1JUt-f1v..it Wi l.J• t111e au;; 1,ur ' s rc.t.i.nc..lii;_i,.; .;; ~ i ri t . rarticul,,. rl · 
J 

Jwar .. ct.eri~ ti c 01' :r.umoa rt, a~e 11is i .. st .:1.c.,;>tcr, Wi.';! rei:.i _e i mi..ues t.ue ::v .. tn 

--:i t .. & ~ ri vt i~ zei:.l by .;110;-.ii~ i:uc.t pot.ri ot ism t o 01~e •s ~ 1.1 1~.trJ is an ess1::nt.ia l 

pri~: •• 1~ of t.ne Jewis1 . . aita . ..nis over- e:npna:; i s o:. pa i. riotis- auo. lo,;ahy 

taLi:i.g pol itical emancipat i on rat1.er tnan i_ ine spi ritual uplift vi t ile 

=ias;;es . 
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J•r·r~; , out. bot h J r ae t a a 1.1. ->er:? tel .... see . ., ii.. &. .;~ e t. im un.j u::>tly i_ r e: fusine to 

reco~n· ze ~he: \.ial ician ta.nati~isc 5ombc:.b r: &..1. t c _, t. tem .... with i _ t ne int ro-

.iucti. .. _ ..,f tne s l i gr.test in . .>v&t i n s . i'h e op ositi on v-hic .. :.e Leo- to face at 

~a·?"~ \. Ut r. i s !"a:i.,nslis:ic i. .... ea s . 

One ot . J1e ~Js · nr ominer.t J.!.as>':iH ~ of ua!ic i a ·vas 'J •t.1.S.h Lob 
4 

... ies<J s • t u . Ler.1be r £· 1 ......... 1 J. Tie was a rnar. o:' ?;e1o.hh an"' e..i.i.:o.t !.wi. , c.n1.... ·.a\.le 

~iS :l0- ->0 t!lE~ centre o :' a li ;;sra.r~ cir.::le . ::e ~r....:~u ra!',e .... an .. ai e.i. I saac 

a .• i.L !1e "'~ fe reu tne. the \.:.S e vi r: i s va luaole li c ror.i· · 

.Jiese s was a tl .:. ~nt iiebre"'' wri ter, a ..AS! : ¥ o~ ~e..; rew st ·) e :.1 u. 

t~ · -e.vi-.L ..ia ro a s a. po.rt o:· Lis ".o~r it :. iet " l--es.&u l~ZO) . l n t1 is ·.vcr.t, 

aieses ~ races nist ori~ally tne vari-.ius :· ?!"...to ot relie i vas l ::oa.1o.e!"sni:> i?. l ~ rae l 

anu part i cul a r l y ne ra t i run e , anu CO!!ies io t he C ' nclusiol. tn 

civil e:-.anci pat i on o:! t.te J e·.;s i n -urope the r Gbui s .c.e.ve .) _. t liveu i ne i r 1i se -

rul ne s- ana. nave , u 1e"e f <' r e . no l on,.e r an;• "!"easo .. l'o r i:.u \.hor ity i.1 trie life 
5 

Aft <> r ~al:·z iD¥ n ouern c mu i tions , 1.e .•)1nts OJt t r.e u. i?'e ne ed ot 

sn iri~ual leaaers i _ the comnwii t i e s wno shuuln be ve r$e~ i n ~he va ~i LUS 

pfl.:J.ses ol' J e·::ish li i..~ t"ature all<.L s ecular 'Q.Owl e u.be , -vsio wi ll o-: , .., 1~ :.o 
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_1v i n3.lltl.:1 u,e spiri tUb.1 aeco.1.te.1ce -. : uali.-:Ui.n J ewr-J of nb tL:!e . He .•o lut.s 

to t he f a .;t. that the raor. i ui..;1.:..l J::°!i.;a s ~re b ... u .. n t. for r.u.me.., L.ll1.t a re , t. t.ere­
G 

tore occup ieu. by men wno are .lHerl~ uu fit fo r tne oft'ic"J . Ee u.ec ttes 

.ier.: iless l y tue i t:.norance , tz e bypo.: risy , ... uu t.ne a rrob-ant t.yranny of the 
7 

ra uois of nis time wno only ret.ara Le :JTOb res - oJf t.Le )eople. lie bla.nes tne 

r L.Ju i ::> l'Or t ne perverteu. eu.uce-t. i oJnal wet.nvc.i.~ of .t.l i ::> t. i rr.e , l'or t.he ..iisoruPrly 

s e rvices 112 OOllt, r ebati o .tS &.nv. l'Or t.ne .. istorte1;.1 ovnc'3pt.iu .. s or p iety u:.ioug 
a 

the .rn&sses . lie lil s o cieztounces tne raoob l'or e;llo.,.,iuL i t nor!s.nt. c ntors ana. 

onoir~ to CoJUV ~rt tne re lii1~~s servi.;e int.v t.heatrical performP.~ces , a.nu a uove 

all :or to l eral.iut., b:J..U~ u..:era 11ts ol' tuel'ts a.nu losses it. t.nc c a.~1uni t.y uur-

k t; ¥1.e ... ~ rvi..:us , anu tor 001:1.":le!'Cializing t.he syi;ae.Ob service oy th~ s l ~ CJ f 
9 

11lli .V(lt " • i:!e poim.s a l so t o t.he Cl.any so.: ial e'Jlls tl.a t p re ... ail in Je ·•ish 

li ;"" • CJec u.><: of t.ue r .. .'.>o is ' ignonm~e of ~ne h.nt ·ua:e o: the :: ... r. r..1 &.:tu be-

cal .. e o f thei r 1:iab1l !.t:r to r~.n·e:; l'1. : 1r o Je .. l y cue intere:Hb ot their peop le 

beto r e the uu.hori..ies . 

ieses .;laims t.hat a~ &. reaci.1oi. to tl.e :'t..n.at. i.::is?:l of t::.e 

r auui.. WbO r e:: ~·us e tO Ji.eeu t.he S iri t Of the d me, wlle $cmi- it. ~l: l J CCt U .1:. tu rn 

1.0 1.1,e ~~ncu encycl opeuisi.s J'or ..;..ti<urn.;e a11u a:; a r esuh ca::n. ao:i iue all re-
10 

lii,h .. us c.ie li t: fS alli.l pr~cti:)es ahU becooe t.n r .. ut)l- ._ oirlt,; s1,heists . He .-:on-

1.t-:mus mo:a sever~ly tile .i e "' isu school s ;,•s t.em v-.h i c1. ai...z t. o i. e t he ch iluren 

oa.re t:rs i.. l ite. adeses chi.Lis i1u.t ;.ne euucc. tivi.al ... J .. t.e..i which ~lrevi-ilea. 
11 

i u .ui s 1.i._e is l!Jtu .. .; i ve ouly ~t spiri tUb.l anl.l uors.l I.I.A. t.e riorat. i on . He 

criti.!izes tue ru"obis ve r .1 several., for ,,reeui•'b .ua:. re-. tOWE.ruG T.he uou- Jew, 

anC4 l'vr p reachlnt;, a~ ..... i lS t t.he com9ulsory tnilit.ar s t rvice l uws , 1.he 
12 

obst r..tct. i on ot Vlbi.;b, be clah.s is contn.i:, t o all Jewibn pract ices . !ie 

.::ouu .. r.ins 1.1.e i ntol e ranc e of the raoois who no uoi a . 10· ... for li~ l'r.:ieuo::i of 

--
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exoress ion, an a t ti t uue V1bich is a l t o ether l'ore i t'?l to the t. rue 3 l i :-it of 
13 

J •111!£ 1 sm. ~e c laims I.hat the rabbis are on oseu to t he int rou.uc t i on of secu-

l a r educ~ tion , not on tbe groun~ of J ewi sh L~w but because they the=3el ves a re 
14 

1 -norant, of al l secula r r.nowl eCLge . 

W.eses comes f inally t.o the conclusion t.l1bl it. i s norieless to 

eX!)ect a r.J r e lief t r or:; 1. n .. rao • .ii :; anu. i.e , t .. e r~ fore , a 1J .. Je&.l s .. o tue i ui.ellectual 

J ewish laity i n eve ry c ouni. r y to take t he situation i n tllei r own nauu anu to 

enact all the necessary reforrns in J ewi s h life to al.ljust it to modern 
15 

JO:iJi 1.ions . 

Another outstanuiu0 tibure i n tne e a rly s i r ut Ll e tor retonns i n 

ud..licia w&~ ...aviu ~aro (b. ior~ou l7b2 ; ~. ro3en 1 3~9 ) who w~~ an iolio.ate 

1'-:-ir~1.o. W\1.1. coworiter 01' .i. L.. - icses . Caro wa .. an e\.l..icaior b.Uu. r.. u i t)l.l · 1.al-

enieu ::ian of lei -ers . He ~evoteu. Lis ~reat ll terar. t&lent to the cultivat-

i v- o:· ihe lieorew la.u0..tab~ a •. u to the au.vru1ce or t t.e retor .J ... ovc::leJ \. in 
lei 

v~l i c ie. . 

Undr r t.ne pseudOD:/!ll of J> J. ,...,A /<ii ,,~ ~ /.,. A./J 1k. 

Ca?'o publLheu. a most effective anti - orthouoi. work out.it.led '' Beri t. &net" 
17 

(..ies .. au 1J 20 ) . ~'l:e .' irst nart o ! this wo r-;c en t i t. leu "Be ril Elohir.i" he 

wrut e l.im:;~l ·: • t.nu t.he SC?\:O:l<i ?a.rt c o"'1t.E.ins the 11 1~...-JnQ.: Ea- ..... 01r1LT. " of J . L • 

..:ie::;es . 

I n t. is "B•1ri t .... }obi-: • .;a.r o 1.1e f •.1..Ls r:..vs .. emp1~ t. i.} i:. l ' y ~11 the 

harw..irl r i. .orms o .. toe b r ei .... .iu ... of Je •1 i sn trauit ion . . '.ae ..i.ef1;; .1~e is ?!'dCeu.eu. 

to s et ;'ortn T lle cul t. ural auvaucd of the Je "s in 1.10rma11y over 1.nose i :1 ... ' olE:.nu 

'"'t val icia, anu -.ne eco, oc:ric ano. p ol it . cal a..tv~nt.B{)es of i.ue Je 1 .. i n t.!le 

Ueut c.s 1:1. r c:suh uf their cuh ral emancipati on. l ov.i reotly , uaro 11..ti u~.1. 1.es 
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t h roll.!)111ut t.he co r r esponueuce ~na; 1..1e p lit,.ut of t ne Aa5te rn Jews is aue to 

t.ne f anat. i c i sm o f t J e lzal1cl&i. r aooi- V1n.icl1 s e ..,1es t v re\.aru t ile p r o" r 4:! ss of 
18 

t ne p eop le. Like Wess elJ , a geue rat i o:. o~l'ore h i.II, .;a ro au.vuca \. es l.La t. t u e 

J e·RS of ~urope cast off t he s .uacJtle s of fanatic ism iJ t.11e name of iiwuanism 
19 

anu tue soci u l aavaooe ( S> ??A1ii' .....AP~/ ,.111,:;, ..JJ p /A } • lle a uvoca:.es tn.at 

t he J e i ah peopl e so.op t. t he a estne t i c anu ~ult. ural s tanu.arus o: mouP.r n life 

Wh i c h , in n is op in i on , a r e i n no way c on f licting wit. n tbe t rue u.octrb 1e ot 

J ud.a i s m onc e d ives t.eu f ron its .. uperst it l v;;s c onstruc ti un . I n s hort , he u.e-

'!lB.llus t he ;,h or .>ugb '.'/es t ernizatiun of Gal i cian Je ·Nr y a l o:.b t. r.e . rot r an o t t he 
20 

~eassii~ anu t he Ge rman refo!':!le r s . J a r o ant i c i l)a t. e s t.he o _;os i t i on o f the 

o :-t tlodo:.t raoois i u ual i c i a am.I. he s ets :'o r i.h t.ne ..,._,e ari;u.~en .. s Wllicu we "e 
21 

useu oy Lieoernia.n i n .ll i S 11llogab ... eu.eK' ' Ullu. i n u i s 110 r •u_a.n 11 • Ja.r o t.eve r 

s.:.·n Lie1'e rrr.a.u •s "· or k but. he r01 : w o i it.s c on t. eut 1. hro~n t Le ... r ihou.ox .:.J rot. es t s 

L , 1..L.e 11.Ji ore iia- .ll rit... . lie uevoies a whol e ~n&.pt. er iu h i s oovk puiut.ing vut 

i.l1e ia l J.a t.: i es in toe re ;>pvns a or t ne or thouox rao .... is c uui;e rning tne •• a"llburg 
2.> 

ne f orrns . 

l a t 1iis cua." c r .;~ro l.&...'<t: .) 'l.JJ.e o r t .t.01.1.ox raovi s t o 1.e:.t:..iC f e r 

nut 1U:..V ... 11.£., ac1.t..u j..t i c i..1..is l y i .i tnis 1na .. .. ::: r oy not i i ve s t. i t t i ;.ne c o::ipl e.i nt.s 

101.1.t c: ""- lit.,"7.l..J.S t t J e r , 1o n ncrs oel'o r .: tne.~ ,pr ono...wceu. tuei r j..tu. me •• t. ul' ci llht. .uemo,.. 

aea i u.>t t.nem. lie c r i t i .; iz -as t n e. pani .;u l a r lJ !'or J1a'f i n.g emp loJ e Cl wo ras o f 
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he a l so pviut.i ou~ ·•i t.1. in1.1i 1.na. i ot tha t. ..JO ... e.:. .JOfe r ~i ... . uotea. 

Liebe ?'mci.n U°:J s1.atilll, 1.tun ... ne la. t.o:: r u.isuelieveu. i u t.i.e r _s1.orativu t o t a l =s -

ti..e w1ie .. e .. e. :!lat te r uf fac;;t Lieo=.r:ncw i;.er•.:l J :5.s ii.. . u~t iu prayer one · ~ .. 'lb. .. ive 

.: .... ir-,: su 1du oe giveu 9 rec;; e11ence over .. ~e:.1esti11e . d.?1u ..:a r o nv!us tne ~a'Tle 
_5 

o. Ltiv:u . As r t:tlb t'O. t.~e linguist i c p•oolem, Jaro sarcas t ica lly remarKs tn~t 

ti.ose very raou it> "'ho f 1Ln\. so zeal o .sly for t.h e .. s e u t 1.ne Heb rew in t ile s e r-

vtce t.aice 1,0 tro11ble ii 1 ~a.r11iub ii , tiuu -::ri i e i.11ei r res 1ous c.. in a r.iu .. i un-
26 

.ne e.b o ::r1 iic1zea ver; severely .:1. Ja.;o b vl' Lh>sa .tor u1 .. w1oeco .. 1 4E.l ... 1:1.ho..i.s 

tJJ' warl'&. re . l nsteau 01 re futing Lteben:ian •:,; art,.ui:ieu1. s , ne merelJ ae.: use..i. 11m 

c&"U ph .. JL.L a.o~ s llO\. tnrow a~ r e tl e.cthn. U? On a person • .. i:11.el ri lJ u .• le ... s H 

ue ro·1eu .r.ht. it ··as 1..4.0lle fo-:- orc:·e- .. i vt.al 01.1r;io.es , a point • L:u ·'• .;a::ob 
27 

Ee atta.::lC.s b i .-.: , r:lvrc:o~,~ , :o ... ue .. irl1. • to os.se Ja11 i s!:l on 

ol i. .1 :z.it.h , iv.r .;aro can s e L •• h is des ire .rnl. an L. t e rJll:. .. o e. ' r i ... 
28 

t;'?''1!lll 1::al ..:011t. ro l o ·er th9 lt-norant •>asses . I r. con:: lu. ion, he ie f e.1us tne 

!l''"l ilo .. l'lr.en by u.~ l ea14ers of t he ~.a:nu .. r ... e:ri l e i: •.• vi. c .. 1-.ollt.in! .. .t-.e ir 

t.1."'r.: i~ , u .;e L .;uns.il tin • • ne::: b c . .. -e t . i-r w1cv ) r o .. isi11c ~- L .. ..ih: r w i 

~t.d. 1.;.e t.o r e to r ..... of an,. su rt. is o:il.. t.Ou wel l re;. .owu. he 1.0 e» , r:o·11e· 

t11at in tir.ie ~ 1 .... 

~·.Jr b. ... ~i.a.l .u.nerstuui~ , anu lLAI. & r aboir.iual as.;e:-.101.1 wil~su 11e r or 
I 

.. 
' 

l~t.er ~t c~~v~UdCl 

29 
• .., .>a .. i ... t:, L •• e - !::Ces:;c1.r,, r~ton:i~ l"vr tit.: -- iri t.u~;. ''._ 1 ;· .. re 
~ 

... :· I .. ~el . 

v ne "'' t11e ::.ust iutt:r .,. · ·~ .:llc1.rll.c t.tr <> ...:.11 ... ., ii.i: ...:1 .. u:n. ·i~ •• :. 
..iO 

( o. J aui ... u ..t , v~ici& ; "" 
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i ll..Jb. e luve o;· t1.e oeuut i t ul . .s.v.e u iL'\ r s JO l t ~11 ti. ·1 s 1-ust a1. t11e ::.i.,.. .t vt t he 

1 .... u i.O .:iove to Droey (l810 l. After a 1 011.f., st.rut,l l e t. ue r e nc re!'lol veu to 

~~."' .ne1..i.; ine ~mu t.e enterea. t~e . .miversi t ., ot .ouuapest. llw,:. ) "'ne r e 1.e :n.uuied 

l'or i· 1v ~ . ears . Thereafte r ne p racticea. as c. p1.ysi::iun i n vr.ri ous Jaliciau 

•~'? .... , h.::: ... u1ne .:>roa.y , ·.hare he beca:ne very pupu.lar 30crn t1.e poo r :·or J) is 

gr··at »U• rosi ty anu sympatny . •r.e f'~nati:: ">1- rsecuti ons uire .!teu. a ·ai_st -
1.i &r.~ tt.e spiri ~al s tru l es whicn he naa. to unu.e r o naue h i'.'!! t.c..n outst~mu-

i!':. · _ ""' 1-ist in Heorew li t era ture . Ei s .:.at irical t1> scri1nh ~ v:· tJ, n oi r ot'l'y 

!L- ! J..ttl \.1 .:: isrn 01 \.i .e H<:l>::. iuic rao .>is o f n i .. 1.i •":: a re t o t1 L.. .i.....y -:i.ai. t c:rp i eces 

L. 1• il1t. uf uur.ior a.nu. of 1:.t.Jle . 

\l e~1.ts. 1. l,r .u: ve r nav e cre\.l.i .. e u 1\. , o .. t t he .>' i..:i.ru t.11 t , 11iuue:1 uwu,v 1.1 .clolanu 

;:i.;.:u11i; \.He ooarueu Jew~ , t.J1ere liveu. a orutue r ar. is t. aG .;1 ~uole u: .u-<:i ng 

;'ii ii.. ret- 1•,oric ut ii111:::.i. 'NOru::. , OJ' we a vi :-t, c. wire- ne t t'o r t ue ~ ... u ... ul' l r.i.1. .. o r 

-.ri.e~ i..iproveu t11e liebre"' t.ont.ue •• •. • l u 1.is l'~itul'ul lirlJ. t.u1.1c.r.iu;: uescript i ... us 

~11.:re is ii store of ITJC::l..,ic poel.r .... h .:.11.l i1umor J;.lCs.. , li,ct? t1.e ....... spri uts of 
31 

~i;-i e ' s wit. , att.ra(;\.3 c..lu. trnCiui.41.S tue oirn.1.s . " 

&rt.er uiu not writ.a ~i..ch , but v.nLl. t.e uiu \" rile i ... of h.sti~ 

vE.lue . His f.a.rne r ei>i.S cbieflJ on h i ,., satire s •ublLh<Ju. unu1• r the ti t. le of 

••H0;1zo i'eh l e -bet I srae l •' ( ·lienna l d~o ). '.i'uey a rn six 1.1 nur.iuer ano the y are 
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it: t .,· v. •.. e n:ws t . "ies 

_ _ ... _ ·:.nc :~:.it.i .. ns o: t. .. t 4au:.la :.~l uo.;;.;.lr"- .... '-··- e:. •• :..: .... l .m ..... ce uf ., :.<->c:.ism 

u_. u •• .i.~ i!l>.el l e ..: t ut.. l s CJ..'lll)llb 1.11e:n. ~o q uoi e h:lau:me r . "lor t.lle ;' lr.;t t L:ie 

w_re t.1;.eir e,,es ... 1rec\. e..- 1.0 s _ <.ae ur-.ii se.to c.:iu tne '"Ou...1..;; i n :.he bCJC i a.l 

ol' v~l .. e .. t. ol)t.: _> lo..ve out.s lue t. r,ie Gne•to w::. s , tllbt. a ne?. lL -. ,,.. uei..:u 

~rea\.e ... : .. t?r• , a i:·~ l'r~v :rot:l <.ne ~.h.;..<:lu.:. ul' t. r~ .... iliv_, : .. l: u -: &..wt.i ... _.. , 
.J2 

- e:::i r :: .. , .:i .. t.lv ok.S , C-1<.. -i.-A-.-l> wt..:> e: .. e?' i.. if f er-r. l ."ro \.1 ..... c c:' lt.e ")~ .. t ." 

I : ts _., ~on ... e r t. .. ":?:: ~ • ...:.t. 1.i i. ".urie \'rc:.S i._ e~t. t..: l., pu-. ~-er :. .~.c b~ u:· • .. e 
• 

~ ois · c.• :. 11 ;,•.c ir b::..?. ~s f no efi'e..:t. . ..rter :.ar .-:t?- t:.e n-t. .... s &.. - t t.e 

.-::; .. l e: .... it.! .. i ::: e .. • :.:c h ::::.re tha.:i t.he b1.1.1S .. : t he lat.t.e .. ~.:>:J : ~ . ..... ~ ' i:i~ . 

: ., . . -" ... "' bc:·o!"e r. 1:: ..... at. h , .::r v.?r v'? ax. t .... ec..it t:.e Eeb!"ew uc ""iv...ic~l •:.a-

i~h st rove to ~icpe l t •. '! - · r ~te_,. ~ •• c t :.et. i.; S!::.... :;nq J ··:: o!' ..i~ licia 

·.~ .: io 1ro-.ote cul\ '.lr e r.a.n- ·~?: l i gt:.anmnt a.son _ the.,. 

':. .. •. i'" a.ii .. i..:.d cn:..ts was also .: oseph !er l (., . . ... r .. v ul , -..1·..:1 , •• i -1~ ; - · 

v.:J 

: .. :i) . 

.1 

'w . t •. 

,,. ~ . . __ ... 

,roe 

:..,. __ i ... :..: o:> -~u:-.:..n•1so . .:~ .. \ .i . ..:e ci. ·. r. t o:.ly ::--._t~ ~:..c.lis_. ...: 0 ... 1 ... ~J . ...... e t.1.e ir 
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...s;i lo:-c.. c l e ~onu.1 t.i on . ne wvr.ceo. t i rele:.;., l y ;·o:::- !"el i .._i ... '""s <.a.nu. socic.l re :or .. s . 

_L l' i rst. s t.ep L1 t.ni~ u.irect.io .• was the .:st.aulisr_;,mi o ~· \i ue :i r.,~ :oou.l.!rn 

J e isll $Choo l in Gal icia i a uQ iu 161 £> ni: buil t. near it. at his o-:•u e xpense a 

re:o!T.I s ;,•11.e.(;Ot,'Ue anc.: fotp!eU. a. cnoi r . '!'o Cl.).Jn Le ract t.Le ~:d l H??1ce o f the :ras- ./ 

s l tti... r.e gathereu ~!"OU."'lu b :. . · a l el!i ea. ne.1 o t' leti c rs . He bei'rieu<l.e ~ su::h :::en 

as .:roc~...x...l , ~ 1aport , Let t eris , anu ~rt.er , ~i... 11. \•10.s -Je to i. is in:li.;ouce 

1.fia\. :<.app~.JOrt. was a •; 1ioi:ited .1.al>":> i i n 'larnopol . .kore over , he p roviae u a.::ibi-

t1o:..s :JO..C'.{; .::ien iu Lemberg witJ . . ::one, , co.J .. sel, t...•u ··11.at ""~s o:· e ::>)~!:i al va.lue 

~ut rerl wc..s .. u t. 011.1., ~ U1S.ce~.;s of Hebrew 11 ;.c r -. ,..c or.i t w~s -

\ , ie .•. U:. :H:I J. ·~is _ic;. l"Ou" is a collectiv- 0 1' fict.1tio.. -< -.:Orre ., v . .... c .. :::e bet<:eeu 

~·.i t. :. S.tC1. \s.dll t.ll<>.t. _.·or o lOll,.. Ll i.1e LJ1~ llaUSiu.i:~ 1.'·""'UIJ \. vile. I. it. \'l<. 6 -.vri t. Len 

.i t. b<: r oy t. ue ' ' iSesut 11 v CJ vue 1..~ r.i s \.ll::c i p l es . IJ: wJ!e t>aJ.,e U&. U ~e a!'"' t..is 

in 

'l.'J.ich he e:.t. do.~ .mu .11ost. .,CJ. t. irically :101. v.d., i:-.uos i u ism out uL ;.1.~ ,,, .,c i E-1 ~u 
.A-

ec uJ:vr.tic p 1.a.S .!S of J ew i sL liJ'e i u t.he vhe:.t.o . 

A y uJ?'l{.:l'! r .,; ..;1 n t ern1ora r ,J of :'P rl :·1to suc..;eedcu h i .• i r: 1.:.c 1Jai.t. le 

~rouy l i3 1'. a. . t.he r..: 109!:1 ) . ..Jchor!' was <:;. lso born t.o rici. '11! ,.e .ns , but o·ui ng ""' 

<.o t L:.~ ~· m; .. t.L:is oi' t. .. e l a t t i? r i.e r eceiv1!u !L u!'t.! i. i.:J r;>" •::o<J.er' e .. t .; 1.1 .,11 • 

.:'::'Oin_.> t ·.?u , 110wevcr , L, a!• h vi i.; i o l e -. e .... i re :·c>r <-.vwl i... r; , t.r.c :, .... ., oo.;~.1e 
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.. i :. ... riili...ni ~lJle , , ,is ~rit. ica.l &cu .en as ·e l a s hi ... .. .... rcasr.1. ....c11orr ·-as 

J u....L.ism. 

~ohorr bo3 0 an uL Ji t..: r <t r y ac iiv 1t .,i i u lie bre.,. v.ho a r 1.ic1es oi, 
36 

1.11e oi.st.o r,. u l' J e •1isu l it. e r ut.w- e l°Or I.He ,:Jeriouical • 1 ~iyyon11 • When Arte r ' s 

ne\'ll J i..J t.1- eu s..; ient. 1 :tio perloo.ical ''He h al11z " WEis 111t. e rrtij')~u. by sau.-en ueta. th , 

w::h i>rr unc.crtOO< t.o C&rry OUt t. is m&.St e'" 1S p l a,, Wil.h (;reater Vi{:,O r &.no. wi th 

:•'- .tJ.ful en t husiasm. Schorr uistinguis heu hi. .se lf by his punt'e1:t ar1u satirical 

.,•: ·1 , m1th w:1iot. t.e at t ac<ed u i s op_onent.s . He was uno.aunteu in • is c ritic i sm 

of nn.: : it: or a.n.v oue that oopose u t he s!>r:ead o f "'Oaoa r .• civilization . 111 r.is 

.>At tle a t:ainst oos..;urr.n t iso ne 1'"ent r.rucJ. ~ar tr.e r ti.an ~ one a.-;on · ;,is p r e -

u.o~e .... ur~ or e unter.:inor~ries . be f v ~t:nt .. o t ll. l .-ii .. 1. :.assiuis 

.;. insi. '"\::ill.I l'>uasea of .1.ulr .• ..tu.ic J.iuai.sm. His ra-1c~il s.t.t it. ~ ... e 1. 0 1.1.e .. a.l 11.:J. 

.. rv11.-th.. r .:hl o , us .1.1.i oi. -.l u. -:11il e i n t.i s earl,1 vol ..t. .es .; f -..,.e " He P.al.l:." 

..1.;norr 11.!:l\! U9 ~O l la.oora .. or~ Cl9 D liJ<C l.Teit)e r , liDraJ.&J:'l AroChJ:W. l , wt ei.u.6-e i uer , 

., uel ...e.viu Luzza to anu ~t.gio , ne r e!!ltti.i.eu al.:ius t bl oue i n •1is "Or< iu ;.he 

lat.er vol .lr.les . l o uis bOll.41..e ss ::>chorr spar eu uo \'.>1.e v.no was not ii. a~..:o ra. wi t n 

.. io vie ws ~mu ·:111..u ine excep t i on ~f the v.or -cs 01' J(roch1nal h.~.,. veie~ r • .• o wo rk 

or i .. 1.;hl I'ac..U t. J e ve .. io .uio Diolical st.uu.ies . l n ttlt:; l c..t. 1:;: r vol-... cs u 1' tne 

'lie naluz " i..e oeca.ne evc.n more ra...i.:ol , a .u il. is beca..tse OJ' t.1.1s tr= t. ~ppa­
".>7 

Al.lu ts.Oit...u ... .::11orr ' s at titu1..e 

· .. sat ;.imes mo:a 1egative ruu u.e::. t. r ... c..ive .,,et it. was nis inorvut;u- ,,oin.; 

n.~i~. lism tnat. e vo t<:e d. a l ~rge pol ernic·- 1 11ierc.t.urP. whic:. \.n t urn co1:1uellea. 

ine J ewi sh scholars 111 Ge n:ie.cy ana. Galicia to p ou •0 r over ttlP. .,roule.,s of 

.>8 
relit,; i ous r e for:ns auu ... 1ve Chem t hei r se ri ous ... t.ut1.y . 
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~~Oll(; t he leading prof;r ess ive Hebrew 1>ubl bhe r s 111 Galic i a we 

~ust ~ention a l so I s aac ( I cnot z) Bl umenfelu , (b. Brody Gal icia l Bl~ J . He was -
a '"eal tny o e rebant an d he took c;r ea t ueli t:ht i i. encour~ing anu sr>r~aui ne; t he 

new Hebrew l i t '3 ra. t.ur e. He was in constant cor.,.esp011den::!e wi th I. s . ;1ecr;i o 

.:.na wi t h s. ~. Lu.zzat.o . .Bl umeri f e lu. renderea. a t;reat seni ce t o mo c.i.e r n Heb rew 

lit ~ ra ture anu t.o the s c ience of Juuai sro by 11ublishi nb it, Vienua t.tle s~ient ific 

11criouica l "0zar :1ech.lm<l" .(1856- 6:; ) . .l.'J1 is periouic a l maue aC.}es .. i b l e to the 

a.ve rar·e Hebrew r eao.er lhe s c i enti f ic a r t i c l es of iiappap ort , Luz :.r.a. t o , IJei E,e r, 

anu otn<?rs . i!>y gi v1ug cur rency t o Lhe scicnti :'i c wory.s of t ne a i gnest qual i t y , 

;;;ui.;.s. e.s tie r e ueve r 2 ublist.eu bef or e in Hebrew pe r iouical s , ne 11,s he l9ed. to 

ar ... use a s c i entific si.uuy of J uuaism i u Aas t e rn .i:.urope w.Lic h i u turn bave 
39 

rise to f reeuon of express i on i n reli6i~u.s t houbh t . 

~ne champi ons ot nas.realah, ~owever , so~n r ea l i aeu that t hei r 

wor .<: of enl i i;i1tr.:eni wil l Jl8.ve io a s sume a mor e s e rivus 1..ci. \. ur e t1'8J.l it. uiu iu 

• 

~erman.y i f it i s t o i.n;' luence .t ne l i l'e or .c'Ol i s h J ewr y . For , i.O c;u ot.e bl ouschz . 

11'0 at.t r ac t t.he L~telligent J e ':Ys of .i>ol anc.i. . pe r:nea t eu s.s t.ne1 v1e r u wit.I~ u.eep 

-a.owleuge of rabbi nic l iterature • ::ior e ··'8s n ee .,,eu than wit t y sal lies ana. 

~s ila.ish conce 1 u it. a."'l &!f ected st.:1 le. ~·be ap ieal heu t o be :r.aue to t he i r 

re~son , to 1.heir c onvi c t ions anu. to t.h t-ir constant l on1•iU[, !'or i .. te llevtual 

oocu!)a.tion. The i r mi nus coulu be iur 11e<l away .·r om a r.iost ansur11 ::zys t i c i sm 

u? ly oy s e tt ing a new iueal before the~ , calculated to e11(':'&t;e feel i!lt s auu 

atir~~i nea r t.s , yearning for conso l at i on , &.nu l • t t UllS&tistieu oy ine J r s ui t 

of the Law, tile uouristilllent ,_, beu to all \7hO t huUl.)lt a.nl.4 ~ • .<uie1.1 i the 
40 

vL.et t o • 11 .l'ne t ·10 men who succe1Jued i n .. 1~etint. inese s 1i ri t ua.l 1 eevs were 

:facrunau J.Crocrurel anu <:>ol o.Jon J ..tuan L1appapor t , who t O[;etner witn thei r 

l i.al ian .!ui.t.emporarl es were tbe :ounuers of wnat is ioiowu as i.ne ••Sc i ence of 
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v 

1. ~ue lierman bOhool. 

~his literary mov 1:men.t ..cnown ai. t.he ~clence of Juualsm was 

i u l'act. inaugurated in liennaDJ as a result. of t.ho i<e ! orm movewent. . I n or'1.er to 

j ..... t.if:I t h · ir <J.epartures :fro ..• the prevailiDb customs , t.he leauers of ?.efonn 
l 

oivut ht t.o e st.aolish 11i s1. orically the e voluilonary process L. Jud.alsm. Of 

s.ich a ut.ure was the" Gottesdlenstliche Vor t. r a1 e uer Juuen" by Leopola. .... unz 

( 1794- 1886) . I n fact, 1 t was Ztm% who coineo. the express i on , ''''1issenscnaft 

u"s .. ua.ent.ums" which ineant an unue rs tanai ng of J e•?ish antiquity i?l all i t s 

'Oh rt~ a.. n. as it is expressea. in lit.erary \.l.OCUO~- 1. ... . ihile :ri: t. a u1.ive s ity 

st.J ..... ..: t i n 1019 io el.her with .. a.uaro. Gaus !:l.na .Joses _os r , ... w1z to .rn"eu a 

• so.;ii: l.J for Jewish .;ul t.ure & u. stua._,. ('' ell!i.n tur ~ultur ano. .11s .. ens .;1...a1· t. o.ter 
z 

J ~1..e 11 11 J • I t v.•as hoped that familia.rit.y with Jewisu 11 t.era t ~ re ai'"' 11is1.ory 

. ,, ul u. s t em t .e t.iue of u_-,os tasy wnicu once more v-as ripe . 1 1. was also i.O!)e.i 

i..11L. t.oe scieut.ific worJ<B or. Jua.ais1 .. woulu prove t.he s ~ roll{ est weap oli.S a aiJu; t 

i.uE: ... u t. i - semitio sonola ri> wr..o c ons1.&ut.ly r evlleu. J u1.Laism a.Hu it.s fOlJ.OWe rs . 

J.':.us l St..:.C ..48.rcus J o:;t. was moveu repeat.eu.l~ to aalve iuto s ...:i tm t.it i u reseu r..:h 

cil' J uua.i sl!l 6.S &.ll "'J. .>l obist a~aiu::. t polit.ical rea.::t.iuuaries w u .... et.r.::cte r .. or 
~ 

rc. b .. inic lite rat.ure . .8ut Uen:iau Je"tr J at. 1.he time was t. oo ous:,r ii. '"es.ping 

tt.e firs t f ruit or ewa.ucipat i o ... to su. _ ort s ucn a !:iov cm~11 t, &.nu oecE:.use ot r.he 

e;."\!Leral la-k of interest tu is l i t erary movemcni. c .., d u. uot. aiu: .. i u any :_ea::;ure 

Of suc~ess 11! .;enna.ny . Hence , Grae t z ana otne!'::. looi< U'lOz.. .:>olomo:t J lc.o.ah 
4 

'.h?paport of Ge.lic!o. as the real ro·u.ue r of tne .Joience or Jua&. ism. ""lt at 

"':lve t. r,~se researot.es of R&.ppapor t) an F-Special value ," :; · Jn 1, rar i. z , 11we.s 

t.he f e rvor CU1U lOVO With "Illich tne:,r Vlere unde r taken.•• o.JO f :. r ~S t.be J e ·1~ t. OOk 
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m:. int.erest i n the~e laoors , ;., e:· S2.\7 ~r.e s e l ves :reflec t. c1.o. 11 ~h~!': , "'I!u .::on-

W?l .. .., r,c, or 11• , .. iui nt- liLe 1.0 oe ;·ollov:eu. i. . .. t e fut . r e . .. . .. t.t: s.::i ·.; 1.1.i :o'i.! 

.v\ • 11 ~ ,;it.ni.. J ....... t-1 ... ::i \'lh1.::1. ~i . 1.!e r.i- ti ,e !.u .. ..:.1 ...... hn1ol, r owi;. i. . :o !'~e 
5 

. l ue nt irel, a t .. r i1.1..i t Ju t.O 11im. 1• 

·~ 1.e , ri:' t. l'a.:l t wi t. r • ... -w.z ..A!1u .• i . SCf'll-~ r!. cu .. t •. l O .. a":es i n 

; : :.'-=: ••• tL~ ~eoray; 

. --- .... :e r iLt. ven i..; l e t.r.e liebre·1. 1<:1 .. .. t. , e Cs.?! .... 1.uu .. 1.01>1t ... J 

• ·· -i r re\.lece:.so rs l1::l'l it . 

2 . ... • .. e 1 t. al i trn ..>c:ioc l . 

! .. S "'"e 

Cm o:· u.e ·o~ t v u st. !:: l!ll L.1 J~·· i~ s.:! l·. r s i. I al. i r . .. ue 
6 

.. inr. t cr• nt.t: cent.1r ,• wc.s I s rE'.C "' 'L'nUel .. e r, i u (Goritz l'/•<, -} f,:,,4) . Reri:;i v w~s to 

J ~~·:ish 

. . . 
ul t. •• t: .lU._! c..J. re.. o1 s ·::1.0 su ••• o ~;.13u •• a rr;•.•i 

i..J tu · iv . .. J.L. ~o .... e lii .... ~:. .,._ •el.'- i:. ... "'1;.Jz..r eu."'..; t.1 o . . • 
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~ovi:: rnor as p ro ie!isor aua cllaucellor o:· the l Jceuo at uoritz. DUt three Jears 

la1.e t' l ll,1ria becaine once .;iore an ... us t rian prov i nce . a?.iu .:leusio we:.s compelleu 

to res i b'll · h e t hen <.Levot eu .b.imseil' ez.clns i vely to J ewish litera1.ure anu cog-

uate suu.je ~ts . He s t.udiea even tue vabala.h but t ile o ore he s~uuie<J. ii. the 

grea ter grew h is e7el'sion t.o its ·n;:s tical ano. illogi cal doctrine s . 

I~ 1822 an i r.ipc r i al aec r e e hav in1~ oeen issueu t.r.a.t no one mi ght 

oe a :>'.)O .. teu ~obi who naa. not t~..i.ua ted i ll 011ilos 01Jhy • :fet-eio n uulisneci at 

.1 .is :... ieal resulted i n 1.he t ouno.i ng of a. rao1>i ni ccl col le~e at . •auua . t'o r 
7 

w1. L.: 1. .-.et,L i v 1...rev1 UlJ t.ne sta;,ubs auu the e uuc<.tional ~Jrl.lg:ram . 

il.t c I telian anu wrot e a cor.we11tary t nereon . 1.1 tnu'4,h he bel ieved., like ... en-

1.1e l .:$Orlll , t.l1at i .r. t.ne main the text of toe Dible uas o'3e., wel l t:,"UB. r ueu ~ainst 

corru.-n. iou . yet .ue awniti.eu till.at s c r ioal errors lJ.au :;li 1pea. itJ an<J. t!H•t i t 

wu .. lu. oe 110 s i 1 to corr ect tnem. ..!O t oe ouject.ors t o .oiblical a111a nuatious .:ieg-

nis ui1uer::. ~anuing p rovio.ea. sucn interpretations were Aor i n opposit i on 1.0 the 

8 

::~;,aa~'lr? ~,13._y~ l!fl1- ,0 I~ ;~~/ 1!Jl?o/J -Al/~ v~ 
/ -!:) r /7 1 /)..?..../ µ1fb-r y.;,1cJ4.t /J '!!fa ~/N\I) (!/~ 
fj-1,/1~ ""(J/ .iij.Jlr ;o~(Y p fiN' //'r §¥le. . ..!Ju/~ 
j ,..t/Y'? ""~?~' / VJ / Qi z~,,. ~co/'r ~ 62 !-!) fll?@h~ 

c;..,/JK .,,,;,/ft)/~ ;n/K-p 1''"" }J> :Jr !2.f//t ~ rfl'? (/) ,j. -:n _£'ft etW e/r-v? )> .t::/ -"".?" ~ K •J 

/-t' "" 14,r~~ ......Jl/, , ;; ,., _;/ii)¥ //< ,..,,pr ?6/r 



• 
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_ -~~ .l'fl "I ,_,A 111oe;o ~.MN ...A.A4/J 1V /lj' 
/r(/ ~~ v)-(fe_J? 'l ~:JC> ~r(,? ,.~ /rr _,~ ~le. 

1()..f e1 t l'J.N;!._/ p fr _py,N/r ---J.A A1/f' 2 16 '€> / ' /-' 

'::J ? MP..!/>{}'- fic!tm /" <AiJ (/.,. 'JI"? P '/'""i> >LJ,n. "!::// 
a IJJN•.¥ <:!/> /;p/ - - · afa ?,h/r al• -...Aa/.-* 1> 1on .5 1',A Nv 

..../ _ ::J"-"..te 4 , ·Vf" CJ"'"' l'ttr ,, · ·~ .,..1,., e../A ,,.r 
..i.n oppouent. of caau1at ry , Best>10 2-e Jeot e<l the 1laut,au.1c .oi ulical iuterpretat-

io~s ane1. t he p ilpul1s t ic s tuu.1 of tue 'falmuci. 

On acoouut of his i1·oe ral views -1E1gg1 o was p eraecut.eu. by n.any 

Uerman raoois . ~ven n i:. tatner a.1.u not wnolly apJ>rove of u i s r1ethous . Iieve r -

t~e less i n 1840, afte r h i s fathe r ' s ueath , the colll!lunitJ of Gor!J. z insist~u 

uoon n1s ac~epting the r a bu1uical 01fice . Reggio -vas a voluminous .,rit e r in 

i!ebr ev1 a.no. i n Il.&lian , anu he constanily wrot.e .>n ~iblical , e"'eget1cal, 

:..a 1ubical , pnilosoph i c a.nci t. istoric subject.a . HE> w&s also an 1n'1e1'at.igable 

-: untribu tor t o .r.1os t ot the Hebre •1, joiJ.rna.ls of 11i s t i ... e , &Jl'1. r. is cout. ri ou t i.,ns 

auue'1 to 1.1•8 Vhlue of these :':? riuuic&l s . l!e wac a lso t.ne e...it.or o f the 

I 
,, 

l".-.(.,..,,<n ,.~~ 1?!.:J "'P • t lle Hebrew plirt. tJl° ~urson 's 11J anr ouc.1e r" ( Vie1ill& 

l(h!J ) anu of r '"' ., , t, ' .A "-"Al , a supp l~m~nt. io ine••veut r a l urt;;an 

" • ..u- Juuishe l nteresse u" lVienna 1849 ) . I t. r:w.y be uuueci t.hat 3et:u1o was p rofic-

i e ut ii. mu.. ic a.nu a painter o~· l.)oru> iu.e raol e ability . J.'ne r n a ... e .. 1ore t.mm two 

u.mureu '4raw1uus &.nu painti~t. 'oy h i m, iuduui ?lb por vrait.s ol' . any J ewish 
.,. 

cel .:bri t ies , anu c. m&.t> a.rawu oy uim i s p rese rveu. iu t.ne librar; of ... riest.'; Be 

left. s.lso a t,reat. nl.Ullue r of ....a!'.iolis.neu s emvns auu poecis L. Heore : anu in 

I :.alian. 

une ot nis most import.ant worKS 14 his ''Ha;.orah v- liari l oso fi.tl" , 

llhich is a reli~i ,1W> p11ilosophicel t r eat. ise in fuur chapters . ~his t reat.is e 

was writ t. en 1n answe r to the ra bbis w!lo pro c. est.eu a tainst the •!Stablisnment 



--1Z4--

o: tn.e raboini~al college at ?adua. I n t.his book ~ggio not only attempts 

to rec on~ile t he J ewisn ~eligion with modern s ienc~ , but. a lso to p rove that 
9 

t.he:.- are inuispeneable to each ot.her. 

? ~I J /'v ~ I '!)_, ,, •;) / ,µ? /c ,~Al ,~~ "> ? 1' 1 1) .._)'A-

/Rb '(!'? i r ,r.f,., 'eJ><t /' CA/~?/ :;) .....,, :./"/~ _,-)11,¥ 

,f,OJ j,;,,..::Jl'/n/t fie ~ ',, , .....,4~ ...Ab1 -"' -1~ 
. .A., f u" /,, n , ...,.b fn~, H ~r .,,;,.,,,; f' .,,,1z M , P .,., ,, J )fct 

He clair..is that p.llilosopb,y anu science no t ouly cannot LJ&rn'l true fai1.h , out 

1.nat. t 1.e J are OJ' g reat service to it. because t h ey clear aw~y all the supe r-
10 

st.itivus beliefs a.nu p ractices wllicn r.ave ~rept in i n every religlvn • 

.'.'181:;.t,io oola.ly assert s Uiat sucn practice s !18.ve c rept 111 also i nto J uci.eism e:nli ... 

t.e there t oro ur&es practical re f orms t.o remove ~uco au~sea iu a~~oru.anc e with 
11 

J e 0 .ish I.Gw. uu t. tle otoe r nanu, unlike tue German rationalisu , 3et.E;"'i v is 

iOt ens laved to philosophy and science. He conten~s that the latter &re not 

Lr'dll ible anu that Juu.aisCJ need not submit it.Sel l' t.O t hei r c onc l u.siuns i i n-

st.eau it should ut ilize secular sciences wherever possible for iLo own ben~fit . 

It is the uuty of every religious leader , therefore , to st.uuy science anu 

philosophy tho.t t hey may ut il ize t.bat lo.lowleu~e 1.0 s ;. r eut,t.hen tneir faith . 

He is O!,mosed, uowever, ::iost bitt e r ly to :he tenu.ency "hich se>:!KS to base 

t.r.e ce --er.ionial l a· .. s in Jua.aism on ra i:ional rrounu.~ • for l•e l'lB.i nt a in.s tha~ 
14 

tile ce remo1.ial law is a bove rali v.ualit.;,r or irrationa lity .. 

13 

12 

15 
For our _>u r .,ose, Reggi •s iu t r ol.£uc t1ou t o t.he ' ' .Be hLJ.1;.1t lia- K'.aoal tl!' 

uei. ~ rv&:> '>peoial notice , f ur i t i11u i ct-tes tt...e lioeral t. ilo~ at "Vni.::u • revailed 

a.-no1 the I talian J ewish s.;holars , aua. which pavea. t he w.ay tor an h i.toril!al 

c.ypr oach to J..iuais . • '•'he main p0int in nis 1.n tro1J.u~t ion is that nos t or t.ne 
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. a1 .~ u..i.ic or d i nan ces we re not intena.ed tor p erpe t ua l obs tP'vm.ce; t.neJ VJere 

"> r a.:c. iced on ly by t he t'lgorous L'ha ri.3 ees . It. ., _s 1.o t until much later, he 

ue.; l a'" s , t hat t he 11Posldrn 11 estaol i shea. t hese .., ruinances as a ;mrt o f t h e Law. 

Jonse ·ue n tly , he clai ms , Uou.enn was ·vruui; L. 1H tct..:tCiub c;he !'u l muu.1sts in 

oei lit, OVt: r - r 1t,O TO\l6 . 

D·..tt ro.,;:g1o ' s nL torica l i nsilnt. ai..L lJ iS libe r al spirit. is bes t 

seen in nis a !>proach to the .t>l ble , wner.~ h e s hows a rnuo11 moro pro~res ... ive view 

:r.li.J t.he one no lu by ... emtelsolln. I n 1 is 11Yal .mt Y-.. 1~r·1 Bag 01. o \lel'enu.s t he 

O_> i u ioll wn i.;i. fHtriuu l.e u I saiah '*0- uo i o un ~u t.11or •..no llveu a f t.e r t.h e 
16 

~u.p t.ivity . 

l t WOU1'1 0 8 v U t Ot our ;>.!Op e t o b ive a tull BiJ_, r e.; iation Of 

:tet:;t>i O ' s lherary, pu ilosopuic &.nu s..:ient ific wo rlai . l ua t eau, f u r t.1A r .l r~> ot.e , 

it r.ius t b e po i n t. e l.I. vut ~ nat. .iet:;gio was one of ihe f i r st. p i onee rs wbo set out 

to oase 1.1a.aia.1 not on blinu. a uue r ence to traui t.ion no r vn the l hie of con-

venieLce , bu t on a his t ori c - scientific 1nvest1t,at1on. ..a I saac l. i!'sh Weis e 

s t a . ec:. 1.. h is memoi rs • Re gg io •s ai '!l ·1i s t o pres~ rve t.he a s J e nee u f O!>i ri tual 

J uu.e.ism anu to ha nnon1ze i\. with moden1 thCilf;tlt. And holui n~ t.hit. lOS i t i on , 

t e ·as on~ o~ t he boldes t anu s taunchest wo rkers in the fi~l~ o f the Jcicnce 

of ~ Jur. ism. 
1 l'Jf;p f,n..J#> 1 }-'> __;J ..J> /c j'> .J ~o I 1> ., h 7> I~ "'3 N//AI b-:> Al~ 

.[;.,,,., (!/> /, l' ;,yr /f:> 'Jd l ~~ ~4,#'" f ... /.) /0 2,) / r JV) y n 
11, o;o-n ~~ ~ '";) ,,~ ~r ,,# / ~-, ,. IJ>tN ~/c tf/ar /1~ 
'.J/, ~/<i) ~efa? ..!/:.;;-,/)~ 4 o / K ~,,,/C /".i"> J~,.s) 
!J6.1t1 J? £V'J Z!./',,1 " (A NK ? Jr J~ J-IJ' e, ,,;r /..J ~1 

. ~ efi e/~ / /..2..J2.f / 

l r1 Jai s i.H.rouuc .. 10 to t.J.e 11.S ' hi not ho.ieat>laJ111
, -teU.,1 v .1 ral.l li~a:l,1 s u:J:> up 
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18 
t he ai m or Jtis 11 t'e i n a tew worCL8 : 

j/J I r:/_/)'> ~ re.sm -n.J'r) ~/.};) ft'?J_Y/ 4At!..)o v !],/n/ fl 

.,/,; v.k / /A rl /~-,, "'~ :,/t -./) !].A /-v, 7) f? _?;) ~, ,,;, J /" e,,,. 
µ!)• ft ,, ... f:r 'iJ@Y-?--t >? U-'J ~A'~ .JJ./~ ,-, ;)o/~ 

,£' t;;J ~'//;) ~'hf /J_J ":;) :1 » _.., / ~ ;J .J / # 'v / / -..a (@ 

,(A. ?-e/c, , "S) f'J f .JP ,,.,,£ ~ __,/ .,/41 :l ;o~ _2.,/) -, '.""67' 

-t1ij /;;. & ,,~..,:./),, ye;> r~ t:N" /""'/ /IV F 
:J tile. ,;U, / ? I -;; J7J 1.,.,,~ 3.., '/dv?> 1!JY~ ~JI 

• ~~;-/ 7)tj? ,µ)e ,,~ 

~he ve r 'J p ubli .;at i ou of wor.i0> as t.11ose iJ! ... ou.en8 wnic,a were 

co,_si..i er~ u. here t 1oel at t h.et time i& it:a.ic~t.ive or ibe bol a. spirit. of negi;io . 

:=e explain& 1 Ult. t.e euite u thes e wor-<S t o s Prve a & a 1..."'Uiae tor bot r. ortho-

~ox anu ~~fonn leaue rs , t hat i n d i scussint: t he val i~ity of ;'8.b in i~ traaition 

. 
~r.e. ay nave t.he auvantst;e of t he o ost c rit. i c a l wo r .t: wri t.· e r. ot• t.his .;uoject . 

Re; g io ' s l?1fluence up ot. the liber -.1 s o iri t of J 121U1. iS!:l i.1 the 

•. 1!..eteent.h ~ent..ir;,,r W/:jS ;:ia.uitola . !l'Jtr ough t. he variu Js Hebr ew ne r i o1.1..ic 1ls 1u 

whiol: :ie was rnost. activ e , ne f~\l. cons t an1. corresr>vnuence a.nu. poler;}cs wi t h 

·"'°'!'.aport, J ost , lieib~ r, .:unz , L..tzl!a t.o , as well as wit11 I oiatz b l 4lt'leu felu of 

.:>rouy who lat. e r ou sett.le u i .. vuelis a., JtUssia. l!e t.hus ex13 r t ed a 1.re.neuuvus 

Ltl ,e ic e u l)o.1 t.lle Reform .nov ement h. larma.--iy a:> "''ell ~s 01. -i.ue Has.<.tilah 

t:11)\ ~101::.1t 111 east. ern '"uroye, bu1. ::1.ie fly up on :.he scien t.ifi c lite ratu re in 

Ju<A.ais m. 

Of muc.u grea\.er i •"luellce 1u i.he re l i b i vu.s v.eve lop!:!eut of 

J uc.La i sll i J mou rn t.i:nea w&s rlet,.gi o ' s - ouut;er cout.ero21Jror,y auu Cvu.:it r;nan , 
20 

(b, ~ri t:~t 1800 ; u . r auua 18ob ). 

His l'&.the r •as a oarpe u t e r eJ u a poo r m2ll , yet. he was ea.uca.teu. auu r -spccteu . 

19 
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L~e chilc.hood yea.rs ot Lu2 zato we re pa&seu in poverty anu i u StUQY• Re f i nally 

eme r ged a conqueror frou the st ruggle of life .. mi iolowl euge . As earl y as 1829 

he ~as apuoint eu recto r of t he Rabbinica l seminary at ?adua. Thereafter he 

cou1 ci u.evot e himsel f without hindrance to s cience and. to the 9a.ucetio!l of disci-

pl es !!'.an:v o! who!?l became cel ebrated . L~zzato possessed a thoro ·~s;h Jewisn and 

se::u.lar eclucat i on, an..i became not onl:f a ui :> ti ~uishe<i Biblical s cilolar an<1 

Tall:i .. a.ist but he manifested a l so ext.rs.o r d i nary &.bility iu Hebr ew pJ1ilol or y a 6 

wel l as i n the acquis it i on of ancient ana. rnoa.ern lm1bruages . 

L.uzato was one of the most. voluoi n ous Hebrew wri teN ana s t a.no.a 

L t.ne .'i l'li t rank a s a Jewis,!l pnilosopner. Re hes th~ exertea. g-i::at influ­-----.. 
encc on eve ry mou. ... r u t enu.ency in J ewi sh l i fe anu. thou.ght. For, to quote 

.IO.~usner, "'lher e is no a.epasent l n Jewi&h t nougb t. or c re.at. i ve wo r k wh 1cs. a.ill 

not. co1ne unaer t he i nflue11ce of Luzzato . He was ve rsed al ike i n philology, 

poetry , pbilo&op.fl.v , a re.heology , h i s tory an\i jou.rn.alis .... , a.nu .ue waa p rou.uct ive 
21 

iu. eacr o f these u.eparl.ments witll g reat succea1> ... Besiues at t aiui ng a va st 

J e~i sh anu s ecular le~rning9 Luz zato p ossesseu a l&o a litera ry t a s te supe ri or 

io t.hat or any of b i s c ontemporari e s. !jUt h is gr eatest ao.vantas e ove r tlle lai:. i er 

was tha t he possesse~ the Je~ish feel i :l8 t v an e~tent wh i ch was not to be f J und 

amo:.f! b is c ontem9oraries Whose f ee limes were chi lle d by the c ol u. rat i onelism 

wr. i c .. seized the intelle ctual worl u of the ei. (",.hteent b and nineteent~ centuries . 

I n Lu.zzat o, due probably to h is Ita lian env iron."Ill" ?lt , reel h .g had 

t ne u 1pe r hand of reason , anu 11e wss t hus t he p ioneer of t 1.e roman t i c S-'.:h0.-1 in ~? 

mo e m lieb rew li t era t ure , 111hi cn L. turn c>ave bi rth to tile c ouse.r,•a tive trenu 

i n :Cetorm J uuais .:: ii~ the ·•e .:> t a.nu. to cult.ur a l ~iolli&m ;/J ..A? I> ) in 

t he ~a~ t . As a roma21tic ano. pa.,ri ot.ic Je v. he r evolte u ~ ... ainst t .he near t les s 

a;ta ... a up on Jewi s n t rauit i.ons ana. up on Jewisn uat. i.:m~lis1 • by mos t of the 

? 
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•• au no I'1.1nw.e .. 1> ; o r ury \l.Ot;;a:. 1. is:n , n or t or uet~ile<i. p r un i oi t .ons, , .. iht ne.boin ic 

_.>il.iulL. ic .;on 1.roversies , nor ulu ne loo.c il.!Ju~ 1.u~ reseb.rcu uf 1.ne ..ioienc e 

0 1· uuai ........ s B.lJ aaequate s ub &l. itute for it . 'lsia\. r.e cner1s .t..'9u i n J 11'4.s:n was 

l t3 poe try , to.llCl ne was a 1.trac 1.eu t.v 1\. b~; i l. s . ..ioral elevai. i ou . H~ ....l u not 

S •~..: lt to s olv e the pro'olem ot ciouern Juo.ai-.~ by eaterual rerorma bul. S 1.> ~.t to 

bri~ 1u 1t. a s11iritu.l l renai&&ance by oring i ?lf.: to the fo re~ro..znu t he poe t. le 

&Jirit vf Juuaism anu t hus s weep away t he uust that a::: cu.~ulaceu u ~on it thr ough-

.:>u. t ht: ages . Witt thi~ ur pos e ~ n .r.inu , h - ">Ubllsheu excellent :l<!il. tons o f 

t r.e !iebrew ;ia&ters of the 1.!iuu le Ares , an- r.e ~'lw.u J ..1c.ah l:!c~ ev i "'S oerns x s t 

1.nstrll.'-:ent.al :o r nis H..rpos e . I n 11364 ~e ul; li :;t.c ... tt.e :' irst s.::.:nt. 1.~ ic 

.e "' re~1~tus t. •• e :. e~.Uar i:;. .. ~ e.:. a .. re li i....s t.e l.rJ , 11J t t.1~~ t e .... "' .. ire.; to 
2:.. 

Lu.z :ato ' ~ intt :-est it ., J l.18.h ~<:.lc·: l is :· _ r eal. io.~ort ....?. :::e , ue-

o_ .... e t.Jli:l lnt:er r ep re-£-: .. -:.s tr.e i ntui:ive philos ooh;; ot J u, a l .. 1 -1 t n ·z. ich 

Luzza t.o S l! .. plt. to \°'S e ... er s ,s.!ns t t r.e re titn~ J i.•ic t"??.: :.(!,, whic1. ";as s o 

~"'.!!. .. Ult i n 111.; rr;. ~ for t l:at ver;,• re~so:. 11(· ... a e ..a a li ·'e- l o.1• w~r 
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tilt.es . He on •Ose ci t.he infl .ience of M:ai monides ~hi n fl ~! necau.; e the latter 

s 1g1,t • o rationalize Juaai s :-: in O!'uer t o 1..emouize it v·it11 Gr'? .< 'T)nilos ophy , 

l?.l.:... t cts bec ame tihe shi eld of t hos e who sougn t io rati oua.l ize Juu !:l i sm i n 

cr uer t. u nannoni~e it. wi t i. uernc.11 philoso;>ny . Lu ::.c:a t. o •s Of> .o .. i t- 0:1 to .11 .ilo-

sOi J~T wes uot the r esult of i·anat i c isn nor ol' lack of w1'.1.e rsi:.~1uit1E, • lie 

clai1'leu t.o Jl.h'l e reau. a ll t.1 e anc :amt auu ,OJ: m p1,ilosopoy :.i:n. ,,.,.i ti.e ~.u re ne 

rec....i. tHe :;i the mo :'e tte l'OUDu t.111..m u"'vii:.t.inr, fro.:i the trut h . ...ne li•U.J.Y o f 

.miloso1>hy , . o i.is !Jli_u, 1101. onl.; roLs th;; jo~ 01' li:"e uu t. i t c.::use:. t.11e 

~v~!';;:.~e 11~r..;o .• tu lose t ue intuit.ive co::i. .. on- i:.t:Ilse &:t 1 i 1.u.u.e t.ov.:s.ro.s l i 1'e , i.11s 
23 

l.:i ::. ~ .,,. ·:;J, LI! .. :eaw; ulle t o es.; it!lisi:i , r.~ropy e.nu s·..iic i u.e . 

k rii/ /AN '3 , 1)J_I //HY' .P • ~y/ / <!/r 1(n ~ v~/u 
--i) N;> 4 / ). ftr'~ 2 ? 1 '>~ 0 / r ·1ff1> ..../J..,!/~f ~.R /'~/f;a) . 
»~ ~h ~ ».N/ r<l.J A- f JIN~ '" (!? JA'a. ~/A/) _11'5 ,.,yJ,;/ 

fJJ(JIP> 1'4 "..,;;,;J ) _ --rfJ,, ,;r 1~:a ,u,a .. ..,f-..A ~/.Y.../)A'; ~-' 
C,,/1-/(;; ....A!JiY'-1) /~J;Ae /rlk 2.lc ? ?'"\ J-1'# 11///u ~ /fr ,,h.,,,,., 
f'1r '.J J/•~'11 / :/_,.? •.;; ,,( "J 3/, . .!;/WC? ~;,../14' /SJ ? /A> e 
1) oJo![c; ~ A.:J /,/#'> /7 (!/> /$) / _ - - _!j/;>~/ ~@ /.:/~'?- 1°,) 

~ ,~ ,;/( ~IG µ e/.v V,v~ ,.,_ / ,;'"' '1.}n o/•i. c.,a> ,_ ~ -A::/1~1 
ti/Jilt u /lc ~ elv yl./re J (k ;,/[µ, 2N <V> /, 1°'"16 / ,,,. ,, ,11....:;n 

trwJ~/ l'"/k Jf, p-;-, .,!pH,, ;J. ~Nfi ,,?//? ;). J>~ - - . ). f ,,~ /CI 
'_) '9-V/ l°d-Y ._/)~/ ..J>he?<i) -.A_.!/ll I)?~'"> 7) /.¥?'> 

& ,~ f{ (. l .:.J :./@) . 't-liffl . /. I' dY _,,A. I 0 fi,, I 

I n snort., Lu::z~t.o uis ·.uali :"i~& t.J.r.: r_Lionali.:t. i c: Jlh1lo.,c. 1 •• of' 
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:e~ . : ?<£. !'\...& its s.,., : .il• __ l - 1· _..,. " -- •• ... - 1 • • • • - "'-- - .. --- · --~ " -c:.- •"'- .,.,, _oo; .... -~- \.o- • .,,J --"'~ - - '".,;~ ---'~ ...::. ......... ~-

)' ],/,. r / // t ...,Y,..J~ -.t ?/l'tf') 1f?i'"" ~I A> °'Y. / ,o,,,.r / "'"' 

wrfc1--:'r/".A ..-v;,~JN ~~ -1,,~; 5)A/?-ve JiJ"' ;;,- / ;"' ·Kr 
-'.J f .111,o;/ <Y~ ;,;:,., » tf', ~/µ;/ ~.,&,3 ,-1A-....:.fi //rJ .... 6) 

j/-"!_fa I )AJ-4/ /~,, j;;,,f /r// efYl 11/ ._y~» / 5'n 
h(P 111/ fc.. -dtVI >V / :> VJ-o/f ~-a. !°"/~ _;/? .?f A-/N JV/ 

.. / " 7Y .5~<_!/N ~ f:hA ' "'..J /) ,_ / -;; IY/r 4 , -"....) ~ 
1 IAfc P/t(i) 7 1i} #') ?f 3"J. 9-t-A...) ~~-KA' J,., / /N? ~ '4/J 4' 

<..A l;jv?J/ Uly,,.;r;/...#~?-n _. .. ,~/)~) /c:.,~ .. ~ 6 
tj/:.fa: r'Y!:/;) 1 ~ / .;)O~~ / "'J /~v / ~ ~;>/ 

. r~ IJ v .#';; /0 ..:.,/J ,.,~ / 

t :~-- M: t ~ :seb~ou. 

-fYfiJ.l) /,I-(; J'" f'>-'1JJ .t1// /:Hr bf 5> 2 ,?/) //~ ,;;_,SJ //c ,, 
; l" 'V>4'1c '°' ·<:fa ,V !,;;,'(,/if-./,./r /v k / (./);~ .. -0 ; r :i 
~,.,,() ,C-;;.+' ?'/)~.,,( fte :J::./J ~'"?lf !J//) ; n/ ~...,,, 5 r 1,A/~/ 
~;,( ~~ 1? YN !:_.;) ' -,,.tfJf •...:; , /°'!J)K{ V>;;. /> ,~ 

Ci>/'"'' ] f°" lm &, ~I ~fl.?/J;; l"tp r ,, ""/J,, ~ ,,4- ,P r ./ 
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{f,;i p~Q 7 pa 0 I h /~-;) a..e.1) r-~J I~ '.j / ; /,:11/4 r A & .I C.., N/t' :>.) 

.JJMfN;. }/JJ..>/~1¥ /,.J,;; t/'° / S7l-~ ;-JUv"" fa./.# ~~ u 
d,,,. ..., --;)~ /Zr ;; ';') ;:; ~ ?//Jr;) >) ,7) /'//"~ IJIV ,,.~-;/ ~?.JJ /f 

.tJ h -vJ.(,1 fi/< n tic ~ /PM' ~~,, ,, :i) #I (:;/.v (/-,,A 

d~-i J , 5>,.l?_/J ;,,f~). j, fy /};( ,~n /'? V)~'H (:/,,v 

1 
(?Ii/, ">IU.,y'.., j ~I v0!fi-< > r..-;_J/,Vi "!-Y',y C, ,,,,v .JI r~~ 1 7->_faJ 

~'U P7 J>~?> cite 0 /v /.(~ii» /-A fY'AV>N ., ,rJ / ~ ' ?€) 

~r µ~¥ ,,q1n // f>ifr J."]'lt v,/~') r ,,O'?>~ (11..M/tl -vi~~ 
. {Jn ,., J~ / M h:? :7 e.f, ;) -*/'1"' 2 ~ '--">~> 

I t i s th~iew t112.1 l eu l~- Muto ~u r e vol t s o bit t a r l J ~l ~iJot 

_:;;e inem. .de ac ;::u s es p a ri. icul arl :.ue l ee-o r ... ;; Be f on:i J uw. i .>!':1 wh o , i n :1is 

-: i 2" , •·:,,; :-e l~Ot ~ i;::ir.e to esta hl isr:• Juuc.i s::. on< r .. :i.:iL2lis t ic bads bui in-
26 

s~'?~.u ·ue r,.. s i r i ving t o ' 'S rr.ts sel t - e fa~e~l?L t anu. to as s i -.,il.:n i o~. 

-""€J"~ ";l?:/),f)'i) /)I? f';;}). /#~ ~F' ~ ... ,,.,I/....; / ,N .:/k 4' 

~I f / ..J J '- .;,/~ .-/ t' 1c/v h- /° :/::!,/ ;-> I° ' ?/v #ia t:/Ak~ /b 
I ,s, l P"iJ ,J)A /r &.v /e re/I-A.I y~ j' "ort- ~ N~,,.,s? , o "' 

?e/<_}JJ./) M ::yJ.;/r !°ii} I° /I k ~,, ?-t ~i ~? /k -V•~ ..., 
/ ,Jr>/ o~/ '»fY t?t.fl (;:;/ ?J~.y'N/ C"...v ~~-,"J. /k 

f'N-. 7 ~ ~(!/~~ '...,:),, ~ 9; \../>..::?..) 4' .v,,4:1 !:J:/v _,., / -A' ,,,€) 

,,, d)~re~ ~~~ ~~ __,Y~~,o) --1/c ~#? ~...,) ~~? 
M )ft i "'4/ ,, 1~ 1>/Nv o / ,./ :_).£.~-,e_/C!'? /~/; ? .N//c-

C: N/1($") ,..:> /q ;, )v, IG>? _j'~? /J -+'t ;-;,,,.,? / -,t;, r'll /-v-_k/ 

Cu t-t If j) y/j1> 4'>?/? ~ ) i # n,,0 /µ,, ~ 1-
~7 ~ WvA--1> .1")). / ~r /x,./; fo e> o, .._A/,..~~ /:i 

.,J...,/J " V Y2:..9-'' _y1i.r ~J-t/12 1,,,,,/( !°MF, /~? ~/;o /)# 

. eja.H "V"'/ ~./~S) ~ / _,(" 
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Lu:: .. a.t .. att.EU:~ ::ost oi t L r l •• tlle ~t>urh u .. -.1. ive s lis.::i o~ 

t.tt ir c e r'C!:"lOni:. l l_ns , t he n 

t .e re •·iJ .: lo. c 

... oreov~ · , 1ie s"" .. , t.11ose wt1c s~ er. t o ove rinrow tne ..:e r -:::toi.. i ir.l l ... v: onl.. .elp t o 

r ... -e , •r ... ~s a oolu anJ. ~ i lit.adt pos i t. iu •• wni .;1, ah.all i:i~i<e .i •t1.1.Ui .. 1:, iw.1.1,:;_>i.:n ... ent 
~7 

f noi.- Jev.ii.ou g11ilOE.op .. ., t:J.11"" ~.o.Jlc:.rshi, • 

.;: . .-. . i ou of Je 1is1. t.raaition, L:.izzat o u.i .... _o rel'rt.1.1 fro ~ c rhi.:o.l 5 ~ ..l ... ._. o f 

?'h./'~ h ~ 0 / u i :..provini:. t r.e e.n i.. i u it o r tue ... unc. r 

<...i. .... t:i .. LJt. .. 11 t.\e b r oG .. supe r :>tit.ions H.ot b r 1:: \'. v i.t o :· c i.1.11:a.li .. t ic l i t "" :rc. ... ~re . 

ne .:>art ioularly a 1. t a cr.e1.1. ::iost. poic,u.antl., the l't.rnoai. wv ri'. of Jose_>1 • .;s r o , • 1~ iu. 

....: shv ri r.i•• (Amst.13ruaro 1708 ) ""bic1 is full of :ni '"a.:lulous a:::couuts bllU " i1ii.;t. 00: 1.1. l y 
29 

l 1,:s ; l51ir.i t.O Gu 1t:-n l"J r al r e ve l ation. 

Unlike most. of nis ~ .. ntempor a r i es lu:.:z&t.o ui..1 •iot r e tr •. 1 11 i' r om 

anol ;,1:1r hill ;;""it.ioa.l s : uuies even t.o i :1e Dih le . I n fsc t. , 1. e '" t'.5 l l.e -·i ::-s t 

~·: 1:., :.::nular w110 ,er.:iit t. eu ui .• seli 1.0 ~r.1 enu. i oe o1ul1c 1 t. ... . .t. a:1u hi .; t!men-

... .et · i t. 11 t.he a.r >r oval o l' ..;bri&tien !>.:r~ .. lars . .l.'or .i tt." u careful e......:11. ... ti o_ of 
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.W!.elet . .at tne .. b!oe tit..e , .. e also ca.rue t.o tne c.,, __ .;l~si.,, .... .r.!.t tile vvwels lill<J. 

.. ..: .;~ i . t. .. u.i l.l no t exi&t iu t.1.e t.i?.1e of t ue . t.lmuuis ts , a Cu...Cla.sioi.. 'l':.h i c u only 

corro11or~nt:u. uis t t.\.!OTj t.J>tlt the .. ollhr , S,!J1..:...c · 14:. hS i• u.oes o: vuwe ls anu. 

l e.is ..: rit. ical l'Gc ult.,y Oi Lu:aat o il"ibf1r.eneu. even 5 c1_ a libera l 

s..:i ... l..r o f .J . ~olomon .:lB,l)paport viho tbv\loilt t. l.IE. t J>iol e t::cienu.& t.:.. ons are f r!:-UbJ'lt "' ,_. 

with br eat. u.a.nger as far r.s t ile pr e&er vat.ior. of J uuai s ':'l i s conce rneu , anu 11e 

t 1.ere."or e urc."e ..i. .tiim not t.o t amper ,.,i t lJ t be ::iassore t.1.c t.e:ic.t . Lu_zato , 1 oweve r . 

cc.ntem .. eu f earl ess l y Rna. unequi"ocal l y irun the t. rut.t. mus t oe wurshitne.i a 1;ove 

all, ~u if errors have c r e i.1 t i n t,o tne traui tional t e ... 1.s of t he Si ble it i s ,. 

t he uut.:; of a truly r e l i f,;ious s t. oe: la r to remove th~m r egar ul es s Oi' t.he conse-
30 

-u;::s,bn l2vl k ( ?"/r/ j/;,//t -.JJ ¥ le ~/£ ~ t, / yra _f/c_/r ' 

/r4>-n,.,/f>C ;( ?elc, "XPKJ.tJ (; _ -- vt 4.f:J / ..../JIH //J/~n /N''>/ 

V1J1/rP i!;JN'~ /,4' ~, /y6 ,,-,HI _yH /} /'{ (/N ~/A ~/JU 

, ,,,..,;( JJ6)?/> A '_'l Jf/ 2-? &~ .J' ij ~v ;-,-~?/ 

t e>.· s . ne .:l ai..1x: u t.J.St .oiole te:.:.t v r i t i.;i&.n mu::.t. b~ l c: t\. to ..ie . who 1.&ve a 
:n 

crit.i.;o l :-a~u l t.,. W!U 1·11,0 &.re ...<:; &t. ~ rs or Hebr ew st..1le anu s .,'tlt~. 

; Jll/J/;~ ?-JM"' :..;ic ~~ '1) ,//? ~ / / A..l')~r ., ~ -.., q/i, ' "' G" 

/°1Yfi'" µ /Jr A/),..-,,+, .Hr» .../).Yy..., ... ,. >-V./""' 1-tVr "'.:,/~ ;) -~ 
1/,.~rr/J_)I ,,, .,;~, , ,.~ ,fP.K.3> /?1/~ 'i> ¥ 6~/;v ,r, ; ~~/, ., 

(!lt / p..W...!:,15' r~ /jr /'?JM ,/(;;1~ ....../'.K#7"' !°/r, .::;/?/ c ;;-, ..., j>/> 
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?1'1111~./}J)~ ~ V'>J.-11 2--(, ( ...J> ?,1>/c lei lj,;t(./) n..J.1i) /'°4/ j~ 
).ti(-" 7/) /c /" dAl--J) rJAI#> ~/~ ._/)~I I ;t y..AI ,..., l //J/ 

'"ao2 /, ,Q, ,1 r~-, ~,;;.,,r l"V~ /,./'i) .IO/f ~__)....:; ~~) 
. ~ ' 'iJ o ~/rNC, l ; / _3/~/ ,,-...; / :!,,17» 

.,·n: r., . J14Se i.J! Ja~i ... m iucluc.liug 1.Jle cet-emvuial Law. ~h ;,:gr. z.e w&s •• .:it. a 

cruu.ely wil.u ~he s&..ereu 1. ra1.titious f i ne J e'li:..n !J801Jle Wf.i.J1, ioru~u tne 

:! ...... 1.0.a ww trauiti ..in as a reve&leu. law. u~1. witJ His !ioeiic 1.ntuitiuu 1.e ;'uw.u 

•,.s io nim of p r i:n&.ry ir.tpor ti..nce . ~hus i .1 a let ter io Isao..: ~ • . -U!.·t;i o .!le re-
32 

ou<es him nos~ s . r onPly i or encour ~ int. superfici&l sy::a o re~or::is . 

,f'l!!JJ'1> ~ J' lit ""'"'Ii .i ~ / /rl.t,f ~ '• ,, Jek / u~ /~ ) -.'_,I' K 

A'( /1 ,.~ ,,, ;/G to/CJ D k /, I° '-, "~ c/-aJ,?/n!f_. ...!:/M- p,J '""6-C 

~ JIN?J> /~ , t/"*'ft b-t J/) .fN1 ~.., ~ ///) .... .,,M ~ ~d./ 
/'VJ >J;/r/ ~::1rf/'> 19_:/APO- .J>/ij ?' f~,.; //f ,,-y.¥t ~,#/:>~: 
(/J ~ "-v 4 ~ i 1!1J 1;} 5> ?VJfJ ~ l~/ ~:J/..f/v 
;,'SJ~ o/;1 ~). h-~ 2-5? j ,.'@if.., //c r-v~ /,..t;/ "GV/"'~ 

, »7 /,,-,./ VJ.ft <.AV~/ :0-_, I 
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rat i L.8l i&o ine; a.i...i. n1>t ..muerst.anu tne n.s1.un o! rel1gic111 wn:.cu 16 essential l y 

9 oet r ;,• . li .ce h e, i u one of .nls l ette s to ~kCD in l D'12 , r.e say& : "~he -
tr .. t r. of t.ne mat.ta r i s ttJet pnilos opny a.i::i.s c. : tne t l""J\.J~ anu r e ligi ous v:o r-

shi J s ~eic. t~ arrive rl t go o..ness • ..:an i~ not only a ratiun.al being but also 

poe tic . An the poetry is tn<? essential i.hins in a n , t or th.e.;. is life &nc 

t ne ve ry soul of t:Jan. ·~herP!ore , rel igion 'NBS i ;t!n tc 1snt:it1d a. s a .·.ea:is to 

oring forth and b"Uiu.e the 'loei.ic i st.ir..c t it1 r..an whicu it. i n.:: lineu. t.owr..!"l..ls the 

uo, u Life . .;ut. 1 f puilosop: ~· is to ~..iiu.e rt!l i(iOr. , 1Jut r. wil i r.P•J i :aoly 
;,3 

... : a ti&.\. e. " 

AD..a. t.uO-'t)'t Luzzato n!.:..sel:' w.:.s an aru.f:•·'- Si.u a n t ot u.iloso-

t> J 

p ••• - -•'1 --i e .. ce , 1.1e uaU. uO ?'et,;'EN for 6..t.!t • .,.;i•-ll l.iS ts E..n.! • t.11 )..,0 i.ers \*.:d :-e-

. _ w. i.e 1 veo vui~e to J1 ia res,,ut.t!len t t u &UC .tl&£Jau .::i un>...t.e .. l. ... u._, eveu 1. i•iS 
.;<la 

• U I. irJ o 

u.;ur .. eu. ue s..:ieuce if it teb<;H8b ..:.s .>nl a rt ifice li.lw.. Luile 

Du t. uoes uot btL'Ilula t e rient.eou~nei;a ; 

Jo.nu mercy uoes it re~ove &na. nai.rc ~ a.nu 1nirigue uoe~ ii sow 

1o a.-e -cen jeal o.is y aua. ·~ :rtore . 

l{o , onl / for this .. as .,'isuo .. 1 tn- -nowl e d e en- ov:-eu 

.o sow p~ece a.1a io pla::t ici .. t..t ~ ss . •• 

.Jisint.i;,"eSt8U Sl.UQy _az ; a tO r e ·a N.S t O oe t. rul:v J:ellen i ~ t.nu 

,43 ca : :; it. ... t.ticism, \.Ile ut~1ce c :· 'l;n i ,;s. L .t. c J e• iS ! a l i ic ral ~.P·e !le .ost 

' , ... ·- . ,, '.to 11i !:I t s.e es-1: .. .!1... vf ... u,_a i sm ,..; .. ep lores . 
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!les i &a t e t. o neb-a1.e t ne val ue oi' t.ne t i i:ie- h onor.:'1 J ewish- n.rauic li t.e rat ure . ex.-

ce_'" .. r ... 1- of oal e vi . wu icu enu.eavoreo. to 11amo:, i ze witn spllo! 1s ;. 1c oyrotech-

uic ..... o~ es uau •ri1:>totle . on..a. uas oc l, uis t.o rt.ev. ooth. .mu. HH>U~· i.uzzat.o was 

o r o)pa.nisu ue scent . he nau. a 5rea 1. e r a 1.!J recic. t.i on ·or t.ne s 1mple-minu~u ... sn-

i<:euazi c r~s t. e rli Ol' I.De .Ua.u.le ~hes anu a t.ove &11 t or no.:ihi . Ac.::orv.i ng t o 

luu &.to . nashi :iaa peue t.rat.ea. more prul'ounu.lJ iLt.o Hlc: t,a.uuine J e :. ist. s oul than 

an.,, ot h i& cvn t e::ipor ... ry ~e..,haN.im, beca use he suue;111. t.o p r e s e rve J uo.ais::i i n 
. 35 

i ~s t rue s1~11city. 

M/~ ri t;iN..,, ,/(., .~;., , ,., .,,. ~ 1" {_1 Ir /J?4K 1..0> t ;;iN/" 

l..J ,Po?i)/J /'i/iJ f J) ~/(:} / ~ -- 5;?/.:1~ ~2/ 7' ~zUJr 
._,/,N,,( Y'' ...,,,.-15:/ ~ »/? I K c,;, 4>, I e,....,, <Al> l-•li> -::f/,(µM) 

7 .JC?J> J"' " .,h ,.,e/., / J ..,..£, / ;;· , -<- :, •v .../" ,,~,., 
µp,/f'/~;) A2 .p ur !:/ .. vi ''<?)OK .I ( ,C.C,,v / 
,., ":::) .:,;oJ P.:J~ ,. .,& ,µ; ,.3 ,,.,,µ I /' d;,1~ I ,w-;> 4 Ao"?/ 

...... . o "c;,_ ...... d of ui s l ove :i'o r ~.r.<> t. 1..e ca l l s 1.1.le '' c..."'0- .. ine J c: . i .. i • .;.ou . 11
, Lu;:::ato 

L . ... lei ;. e r w1. i cu he ::.es.t to 3a.:.•.f>C..por t i n J1ouor ot n i s s even t i et. n bir t.nu.ay 

:.e wr l t. i.:t> a.& fo llows : 

"'..'he s cie .. ce of .Juunisi:i wi "" w1. ic •. s u ... e s .::111.ilu rs ure ot. pr e sent 

i t. i t :>~· l f to t.nem. 'N11e .• c.1 1 is ~u1 u , 1.zoc: t ile t.li ... .>~!.i ... :r ~re .:i rt: _c9u r t :c:..:l t 

t.o i. ! .e&e 1oen , auu mu~1. 1.te '1 r e r \.O them, trn ... .. a l l 1.11e p r v:>t.e'.. ti <:!.!. -. b.l l t!.e ""&. ... :d.s 

.. ~tolo ..: or ASsyr ioloQ or l o!'e o f ~a.:>y lo1! u!ll.l "°<? r :> i a . ..., e. a !'e i ..s . i re..i. by 

a l o·;e o r scie .• c '3 , oy t he d.esi!'e t'or J>e s or:a l renown . or , at best , by the in-

l t ?'t : t o attach &l or y t o t.he aar.ie o! I srael anc.l e >..t ol certai n ol u o r .t.> ; or 
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: ru .::i\!All rn m ... h i:; ... 1:> .}i l • .; . 11 

11 ...'1.e t r.le .. .;:. c .,.;e ot J _._.13m, <•,e scie:-,.;e wb.ic1 will l~t as 

l o .. ~6 ti..'!e itsel f , is t.11ut Wilier. is .".;Ji.ueu u11 tr1e : ... 1th whi.;: 1, e?.<Lea .... or .. to 

~1u.e rs .l:!J\u t he rlible us a di vine •nork. anu. the i.i.no r~, ot u uni ue peo9le Whose 

e l)cus of J .. •vi s l1 his tory whe n tile Lu a te .div i ne s:r>irit. in J ..:iu.ai sr.i wa ,.:es a 

.:t.n:t'l i~t "'i.tn the genius of .bu.':1Bn1 t y 1.1 f~neral ::.nu •.!?.st e r s it ••• • r·or the v..~· 

..:~: • .,_ ui;r ir..at. ot l srael ••• • ~b.at u.&y will oe the l a st in the life of ... u r r.eople . •• 

:te s ec tn~s 11. Luzzato ' s t. rer.J. o: t i.vuuni t he e.'.JC(fOuic ~· or- o f 

t 1.e iuea ol' t.ne "Wisuiou of I srael " wni c11 was l a i; el" on :·or:nul at.eu O.J !1is 

.ialic ian COl!tempor ary lfa.ch.'lllln Kroch.'m;. l anu promulgai.eu by iLe r e- .. ·orm raoois 

i., .• er::i.any of the s econ.i t.-ene ration . Luzz&.to t1~s .aot , noweve r , a ~hauvinist . 

i::e rwcoc:n1ze'1 the val11e of the l:!el leu ic el1 ?:1·•1.t i n hu:;)dn it:1 whiu1. s.im& at the 

cor. ue z t. of nature thr ough e xactness , p r P.c iseness an.i or'.:.e !" i.. s tu~ , P..11 or 
'37 

v:J.ich ar-e ..iesira.bl e 1us lit.ies aes 0 rvine to he e:nulat.ea . "ll.a t he .i"~3 ob-

{. 
j"'zt. 1n Hel l eni.s.-. is t o its e th ics becausP. i t i s b~seu no t. on n. .. d •1 ine nas& i on 

.>B 
fo r absol"Jte j ,l:>t.ice bu:. on a utilil.ari~1. !Jnil oooiy o'f :b·"! . I t i s t.1.e 

~1.vasi on of tnis Helleni~ s ,1 irit into l he st...1u_, .., f Ju..w i s::, "·U1;1 . •• e .. o s.r-.nt:lY 

.J.ef) 1 oreo: 

"?ihen/llY ue&. r ve n!1C:U1 s::ht)l'-rs , " 11e c .:-i.e.. l-U t v n .:.-" tt.ly . ·111hen 

"'il ·.1.c Lor a. o.1e n ~·ll Ur e~:3 s? !iow li.lut will y1 ... u fc..i.l i o un<.Lr:r.s.!.ll.1.t tt~t . 

c :..rr ieu ~way oy :.i..e L"t?n,. r al c urr.:r.t , jv .• are w r::iitt i nt •. at. ional reelii.1· to 
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r.re \.1.us preparing i ne w~y tor ihe t.riwnj>z..Allt invas i u:. of At.tici s m? ••••• tor so 

lo~ t.v J O .J. wil l allow ..iur pco.!!l e to re&a ra ine - i m ot I'ertection no ..lU?'e t han 

tu beC(lr.Je vne -:vi t h ., vur env 1 r onment a.nu. to be r c:spec ie ... oy in~ i r nei&hbors • so 

loll(. a s yuu a re not l'i llcu \ti tn the ~vine zeal tor t.rut u anu ror loyoltJ to 

.,our oret.uren, so 1011b as JOU uo not. teach that the Goou. is .cot. \.h.at ·.~nic1 , is 

vhible t o the dyes but that whic1. fo fel t wi t. h i u t he heart , auu. that the 

prov~erity of our people is not \J.e Y?nuent upon c ivil e::ia:.o i pat ion bu t upou t.he 

love of r..a.n :'o r nis nei1Jlbor •• • • s o lon~· as yo:.i c ontinue t o s · y that tne lanus 

ot r'rance , .oelp;i uro and Hollann are t ne p r ooh eu lanus tor Is rael •• • . you will 
39 

neces arily beco~e in t he e ncl but newers or wood anu d rawers o f water. ~ 

Tnus we see i n Luzzaio the be(;inn1u[..~ of r-oue rn J e "ish H:. t: i on -

t.lis::i , t.r.u. \lf ~ultural ~ionism, wb i cn we re lat.er cm i :.i.r..e n over a:l..i. .levelo!1eu 

b, ~e re tz ~uolenskiu anu A.rUlu Ha- am. He siimuln~eu s~nt. imeLt f~ r J ion not 

<>i.lJ iu r YU&Jl n1s t rauslct.io11s o f Juuah talevi •s lion ,poec.s D\. l :.. lso by &. 

40 
nu.~ber o'f oricrinal poer..s ou t.ne love x·or ~ion. He also a u.voca;.e 11 p r&- :. ical 

41 
.nec.vurc s by whic11 ral estine c.:>u l u. oe reesiaollsnea. trtrougu colonizati o .. •vo rk . 

DU\. io Lu.:: :.:ato i>u.los ti ue coloniza:.i o .• was no t. 111erel:1 a ..• ei:ms l'o r _>ol iti~l 

ema.1c i pa1. i on , he regarueu tile r eestaolist:imeut of ralos i ine ao bait~ of ..mive rsal 

i!!lpOrt.ance i n th.a t. the new ralest i n.e will oecoi..ie a buiu.e t. o the i:1orlu t owara.s 

.. ou i~l j u . t ice anCA. r1gMeo ·.;ness . 

1e must. establiab,'' he wri\.e&, "~ school 111 ev•' ry ~it:. l1n 

t<.1 .. st.i ne ) where tile laws o f U.Oses anu tt1e raoois :.no.ilu be t.a~t an.:i. f rom 

'1i't.1cr1 there will go torth rit;klt eo:.ts j uu. es to ~bo~1 Je s cUl11 non-Jews alike 

·nll tur 1. fo r advic e , anu f rom wtto'?l t here wil l 1 o :ortb a uni f i e11 ~ora.11 ot 
42 

ril) ieousness ai.u t. rut!l. " 

We like•i:le find L i Luzzato one of the "B-rlie s t :::rA"!lo i ons of 
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~ouern ~ebrew as a spok~n anu literary lansua.ce . He rega rded the Hebr ew lan-

-,.lfi.l e not only a s a r.ieans for th e p r eservs.tiO?l anu t oe rejuvenat i on of J uuaism, 
4 .3 

oui a s the uuly uni fyi c.t; bona of World. Jewry. lie realize~. n owever , tne 

L<i.ue.;uac;,i of Dibli cal He brew fo r mode r n pu rgoses ru1u rie , t nere f1> re , eop l oyed 

·tal._uu.ic &.na. meuiaeva l woru.s o;hai. are not founci. iu t..ne .ni b le , a s ·,.,.ell as r or -

eif>"?l ·vo!"us wherever necessary. :Joreove r, he ooiiled. :aa.ny new woros a nu a civo-

\\'' £'!,,(_ 
ectteu. tue .... evelopro.ent of many Hebrew rvots 11nic11 ~e not ~a.evelo.:..Jeu. i n 

44 
lite rat ure . I n this h e antici~ateu ~liezer Del Yehuaa by mor e ttc.n & 

g en "-' ra t i on , 

Luz 2ato :; .,ulu !'or e see tne t reno. oi (nine teent LJ .Jeuiury ) J uo.aism 

bet ter thaL any o~ his c ont emporaries , says ..O.au suer, beca use t he latter ap-

p r oacbea. every J ewu 1_ p ro ol ern l'rotn a rat i ur.al p vint 01' view while Luzzato 's 
45 

views 011 J ua.aism sprang t r om a J ewi so heart . 

Luzzato ' s i nfl uence on eve ry oouern trenu i n J uaai s:" is o.ue not 

on ly to h i s wo r ks but also t h r ough hi s vast corr es ,onuence. He was i u con-

s tant to:ic n wi t .h such outs tan~ne r.-.en like :ial')_1ap ort , IJunk, Krocbmal", Ret;g i o , 
_,, 

J ost , Ge i £6 r , Al bert 0ohn , ~un.z . Jannol y , ......ukes , ~urst , ~acns , Lette ris , r i nsker , 

Kays e rling , ..:!'raIL<e l , urae ~z , ~teinsne i1.1.er , Kircltheio , ellin e..:ic anu many 

ot.h.,,rs • 

.... .i.'ae ~alicia .. ..;chool . 

Whil e Luzzat o wc...s tne founu.er of the r0Im:.11tic movt-me;;,t i n mou~rn 

Ju1.L .. i sn: it wb...i t he i., il t oi \.L>e tial icia..1 schular l &C:!!llan .!roc.bmal to f urnisn it 

s. positive i ueol oc:,Y • lfo..:ilm<>..:l n'.:roc1t.mal wc.s oor.J at ...1rou.y, Galic i a , r'eoru.ary 
46 

17, l7 bb , anu u i eu. at ~arnopol , Jul"' ~1, l oi:O. lfoini.~ 01' i ..1_ or cance is 

reco r1..eu or 1.1is "'uutn , :>ave ;nat ne -:;..tereu. t.ue o e1'cc;.nt i le p ro:·ession, 
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stru._LlillL at th e same t. i me to at ya i n a r a o11ini c anu cec ul e.r ea.uc&tion in th.e 

pursuit. of wnic fi ue encouut~rea. great obstacles . ~rom tne wonde rfUl r.nowle~e 

anu ti r illia ncy whicn ne a f te rwa r <1S o.isp l ayeu , we m&J fa i rly a ... sume that a 

l arge 9o!"t ion of h is yo uth wa s spent in <iE>ep s t udy and res e1:s. rch. :Vhen bar ely 

fourteen h e was marri eu to a daufih ter ot a wealthy mc rcnan t at ~olkiev i n 

w11ose l1ouse he lived ti 11 1808 . I n t his p riou. A:ro~n~l became thor oughly 

acq uai ,11. eu vii.th the outs tanding J e ·.?ish philo&ophic ·1o r lro , p~ r ti:::ularl.1 with 
47 

!.'.air.-.oniues ' "lJOreh Ne ouchi m" • 

Krochmal s tuui eu a l so uenna.1. :llla. uernum pn ilOSOi)J), ·.?i t.t. ..,reat A 

e ·1 i.ii t y , pnr1. i cular ly tha t of Kent . iie 11..cewL re L~3 te :·e 1:o. ktin , _, reni;h , "'raui~ . 

:;:.!l~ 1.1yrio.~ . On a..:c ount ot !eeol e nea'.ith , h e we:it 1.. 1808 t.o Leoba r t for i:ieu.i~al 

i; :-eatme .. t. anu. there t.e l'ormeu t lle iut i.!lB.t.e f r ienw.hi1J wi tn !:>ol O:::!On J • . ia. JS.port , 

,,.,,_ose t.C!aci:.er ne becw:ie an.u. 1 t i_; Krochr.l.s.l ' ... iutl 1.<.1;:t;Ce on tne lat ta~ t.1.at "' 

p r oveu cos t : ruit f ul t or t ne Science ot Jul.Uli sm. vn u i s return : o ~ol~..iev , ne 

Gt.t,a i u t oo'-". up l.ten!l8.;:l philo::.opby , re~uhJt, lW.nt. , richte , J C .. t:lli l.t.. • t..uo subse-

Menl.ly he ._e l , wt.o::.e .,ts . en c.t... i e l'l y a t.t r a.;tea hil:I &.nt.L ex.:rte u a ., reat i1,. ~·1uence 

v .. !! i s ·11'.:!"·&. ieroch!:l.2.1 l ea. a sa.u. lite";Ju1u of .?l e ... sures anu l'il l eu. to .,•1er-

fl owi.1_ witJ. :>ri ;at. i ons , suLer i1Jb a.nu _:le1·se..:ution. he l eu a ret ireu lil'e t.nu. 

..... ~ le J • ., livE:u .1ot.hi1Jt. o:· Li .. writings ··as ,:>ubl Lhe11. o,. c.c.:ol<i.t ot t1.e p re-

cari ous st.at e of bis 1.eal t h , n e ne~Pr left t;ne s'!l::..11 O'C"l'! wh3!"~ h"' ...-as born • ./ 

!!0\0e;e:-, h is hOU-e ~!'C::..'":le " e .._.a t.beri ng p l ace fo r ;1 U..'lt :;ctlvitl. !"S '"I 0 ;:..,,,,e f r O::l 
<z.B 

9'1 '°3 -:'j' vhe re t o "lro ti t :·r,,o 1 the fruit of h i:; la.bor. 

1.i:-. :'ro;cuent.ly was Jol omon J • .:G." 1a_>or1. , w1.ose r--1 " !. ~:s to A.ro::ll.""'..al, ... ..:uecht ~ r 
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... s~l n:::.bi t \VhS to w~l: 7.'i i.t.. his ~ut1ih: L. :.c.e ... eit)l';)orhoo uf t r.e tonn , and 
49 

to tr; to h 1;'l ue _.ct t neir uinus eucs. : .• 4 ..:..: or..iance witu :. is bent . 

I n 1814 his 7i'i :'e ' s i~r .. n;.s ui"'"" am .. tJe ·;1as compelle u t o ea?':l a 

ive l illoou f or hil.llStl•' a s a ... ercnani . iie vra.s ..... ot c ut u.it , . ..... we•ti r , ;·or :.he v 

cush e& .. worlu. anu 11e faile(. cis <?rabl J in n i s bus i uess . J.'hint_s w~nt l' r <r.1 bad v 

to ·· ""Se a.nu ne was col?lpe lleu in 1::1 .... 6 1.0 seeit a poshi o_ as boo.c.:eepe r. I n 

sp i te o~ :'allure in Ot.lsi.ness , o::' poor ci rcw:i.::t~ces a:ou o~ l onelines .. he ::-e-

:'usa_ an i r.v it.at ion t.-:> t ile ~obi:nal.e in ;erlit.. for fe s:r t t at t.lle r ao .. inic a l 
50 

o1fice woula. depriv e him of h i s inte llectual freeuom. 

?or a lOllf" 1. i :!le A?-oohmal coula not be H; r suaue"' to 1i.:olist <m.J ~-

51 
or the r s ults of h i s siiuuie s . His oral i n ilutmce, no"Kev er. ·na s la ~er on 

rei. t"1.1roe<1 anu pe~petua ;.e11 atte r1 i s u.eath b~ zt.e i.JOl ic2- t. i on o f t. i s only 

work, :.11e ··~ore Nebuche !Ui-sman•• tLe:n. erg 11;.,l) , eui ~et.. a.;L; ,.. uL. '"" Lt' i he 

\~rii.e r' s L.s t wi ll by nis frieu"" LeO!JOl u .. unz . ..L'h is v:or.t: is u.ivi1.-e:u inio 

sev-::t.t. et:n cnapters vr "Stuaie s" . a.n u. ;.ne., fu n n !'or ~he mos t. p.9.rt unl'i.1is ueu 

:.AetC:1es . ...-11e L.i.s Lorical uic,r es.io 1s i u t h i& boo.c tvuc1. tt1e p r o l'vw:uast ~1ro-

ole~'ls u. Je is.:. science, a110 it reciain s tneir i nu isput. aul e !:ieri 1. t.o 1.ave _1~ve 

\,_c Wc;;..'J f or c r.iiical stuuies i n J ewish nisiory . .t:he wori;: rer..1 1~· becb,.;le , e;..s 

i n1.e 1uu uy the a.ut.uor, a "t,ruia.e" io s \.Uut;!l 1.s of Je·\ i:h. scieuoe i n 1.J.e tti ne-
62 

te~r.tn c entury . 

~ne J'irst six s 1.uules vf J~is oovk i'or::i a g-an"'ral u.t .... ouJ.;t.ion 

, o the proble::ts of rel l~ion. l u t hese introuucr.ory chl:lpte rr. ~oco.mal 1nui..:a tes 

On t. he one nand. , r.ien are exyosec:l. t o ernot i o:nalis ::i or ext.ravab~ri. ph~t;;.sy 

(::>cb·.vs t11ee ric) , supe rs t. it.ion l!,be r -,lauben) and oerernonialism ''lerkneili~ke ii;). --On t he other ham.1., some people in t 11ei r endeavor to avoid these uanger .. tall 
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i~t o onp os i te extremes . He who se~.cs to escq~e emo t.i ~nalism fa l ls into ex-

treoe ma.t.erlalism, h.e wno seeic> to avoi d. superstition falls into ext.reme un-

ue li ;' auu 1 e who u.lsca rd.s r elig io .. s ceremonia l i sm it; led. to t 11e neblec t of t ne 
53 

esseniial la ~s antt falls as a result int o ~oral uegeneracy . U<>chl:aal au.-

vises , tnerei'o re , to seek a l ways a uap!):I re<tium i r1 relit•i on i n oruer to av uia. 
54 

Lii<e r.ege l , Aroc.nmal oelieved. t!IS\. r eason a l one constitute s the 

:-eal: t., o:· i.ninga , &.nu abi;olut.e t. ru1.1i i s to be 1·uw.1u i n t.te unio. 01· t.ne sub-

ject ive a.nu tile ubjec"ive, t.he :·irst. torming man ' s a ctual reasoL a nu the lat-

te r r onnifJb n is ai.>i.olut e r eaaou. he a.1v;ueu, ther~for.: , r.1~ rt:lir, uus .a.ow­

l eu.,e into turee ca\egorleaa (aj tne s~u(ly of ..netaph.ysica , i.e., t.he uest?"l4ction 

u~ ac t ua l ~<i absol'1te r eaaon iL real ity ; (b ) the st.uu.:, or nat.ure, both an imate 

e.1.a. i nanimate ; \o) ~he at uo.y o f the theolobioa.l a.nu. ethical uoc~:-ines of t.he 
5b 

.l'orah . He antic ipa t es the objections of the l e t;alists w.no claim :.na.t t.he 

O'tl-'!"\'!ll?ce uf the e>thlc a l a nu le5al codes anu not theoloc lcal s peculationc that 

~or.st i t ute one ' E reli&i ous uut y . Krochmal asse r ts boldly that no pe rson in 

tfle .,,orl u i s sa tisfied to pe r f orm religi •lUS uut. i es vrithout 1.aving an iueal 

bash. l'or the:n anu that even the !!IOSt r1ri•1 t i ve races or: ea rtz. nos .-ess a ce r-:.ain 
56 

.rea rni:.g tor the lo:lowleUf:Se 01 ;he ao~olui.e . 

/J ,5) t°/?/J#ftAll> l,f f'1.¥fjJ r> (:/'J'i> 1~ ~A/1X ).l/V> / r(I ,. 

e/"1~ 611 /#"> 11;;~1- - ·IJ~ ,b,.; }'(. "° .,,J/ /iy~¥/~1) 
I r '? fi/rJI 1?910 hJ'~ IK;r• fk)'Y4' 4'/o t ,?_., ,~/ t ,// 6 

~t#u? k .._,,.;~ 1'd-v/ ~:;Jot' ~, ,;/ j '61v j,p ,;a o »_,II? /~ 

)
':Jl ~/y/?/ }.A,,t~-¥1 µy,fl ' £]"'/'"' ~ l!..f/~/ ../Jt!.>L/TJ 

' j-, MK"'1' ,/,d>/ ..!.//lh5) ~ J6 ,A')n A/'J)~.y.v/t" 

Krociml&.l, therafore , cor.i enu..., t i.at tue es .. eu.;e ot e'9ery n:lig ion 

iJ i t.:. sv iril.ual a spect. a.nu. nott> i t. s 1:iatcri &l mallil'e :.t.a tion. ~iu ,'l11 ile I.he 
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llUte r manifes t.a t ions are subje.:t to cu.a.t1t;e , it.ti c e nt ral i usa is e ternal anu. 
57 

is ot ....aive rsa l value . 

k <J'hA fZA/,1? V>.n '/@-'"' JY, ,:lnh ;,...? ...J>il ...::/'"' £>.<.. r N 

1{ ? -eJ / ,~~ ~ l°../JK'? / ..:12./1 k_ f '$J37/ (!?'J>AI ~IKf /l../n ~ 
'J~'I ,+l;} l, / /wt ..:1/1/ ?i yN~ / <J 1NVN?) ~ /1'1> ,, ~~4-/ ~ v;;:--. -I"' . /j 1 (// ? ~11,,t"J) ......-?.h/AU' ~~ ~// 1,,~F 

A:>ul y i Jll; these iueas t o the s t iu;,1 o r J il.u;.is i , Krcc!.r..al formu-

l.:.:e ... wru t is !(llOW?J hs the philoSO!JllY of J ewish h i s t ory . lie vi ewed. Juuaism 

a:; <-- r-eli[i vus cul t.ure, 1.ile oute r r.12.ni!es1.r. 1. i uus of Wllicu i:lre sunject. to til:le 

a ...... 1 lsoe . blll.l tui>1J&Cl he a.oe s cot st.at e i t c l et- r ly t.e s e.:r.b to 1~uicaie t.llat 

11e :-et,&.rudu t ne ceremonial a.nu I.Le lobalistic a.:.;pects of Juuai!;~ onl. i..s :-_ea.:is 

.,., wn ic,. one c o:ilu ret0.o.n t.lle aosolut.e trut h--:ueans whic n .:.>u lc... be ~'lti rtly uis -
58 

caruel4 v.ic e t UE:J ,,ave &erveu tneir ! ..tri)ose . 

""/" "2,111-» lh 11 .J>''? /VJ n Y IKMI <i:JA .JI d I '/#/~J a N ,,, 

J1;; Ir~> '$Jv(!/ ;,.,:;>~ »-' Vt/a l/ ']~ 19tn - ('(;,/,.,;) ~,.-/J'!S) 

.':.:;,/fi /~ .Al~ ??/~..J}'*f"JP / !/1Y' hA..J ,e,A G 
If: 1:£.., ....K( l'/!y,;/ , . , ,~.., f~"'# I'{:, ._11 13,,-, n/:+ "- --
)#o })4> / tij' l°.Jva. ~ ~...y~ /,..-, J ?>JI/ - - ·_:/A/,.,_,-, 

fi?J/t'l//j>-fh lll~K/r P ~ ~~ /.11 ~r~ _://J / -:Jv 

· (Nb ~ ,~::/'."'_) l''.!!F'JJ h ..-4 !!/D I .:/ •. ] AJ> -1J/,¥J1/" 

j;/°:!/ ~,.. -t'"''l.J"U /J'<- ;;>e~ , ~ -.-.;, 

Kroc.nmal Wtt .. tbe fi rs t J ewisu .. cN:>l& r w1 u vi P eu Juu.• ~s , .1ot e.s 

- ... 1.a ' •. cl. ..inu. inutlpeuu.eLt entity uut. as ...... i ntet>r 1:>l :'&.rt or uni vr:: .. sal 
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~ull.u re. ..lOreover . Juca is11i t o hi::l rep r eseute11 t ne q u1nt.es:.t;;nce o t a l 1 J ulture • 

.:jecsuse .._n ile o ecy c uliure in tne wor l c ls .art1cu l ar1s t1o an11 :forms onlJ a 

sint)le item i n Universal ..;ulture, t he Je··.1- 1 ..;ul t ure i a mii v e rsal in its nai.ure 

_ ...nu , t.1ieret'ore , repre.>ents t.h&.~ t>p iritUbl ta~t.or wnicu *1ve .. 1.0\\'bl'Wi 1.he 

perfeci. iou ot mankinu. Howeve r, ·:.nile Ju1.1..ai . a.l"ll'aJS a spirea. i o & 1 absol uie 

s.Ji r itual expres-ion ot universal iit;niliu&.n..;e it c.ls o s vut)lt. to exist &t the 
69 

S&Jne tiwe as an i n uepenQe.nt particular o rc,~izat ion as a ll ot her oulturea . 

Lilce lie~el , 1'rochmal saw in t~e uevelopmen\ of ever~ cult.ure 

the :na.nifest.e.t.1.on of the "Universal Z<eason•• willcn toi l ows a n inevi\.abl e trial.I.: 

t 1.e 1.uea , thu object , and the intelligence. In ot.ne · worus , each cul v_.re 

9&.s .... es ~llrough the s t~ of ~·uuth , maturity. anu then when 1t r e a :::heE the v~cy 

hei , h t of its a.evelopment it decays . For t ne r ga.ni&m of a peo~le 1s j ..is t like 

t n• t o !' al'J in<.Livicual , whose spirh.ual capa::ity detP.riora tcs i n a;:.:ornance -ith 

tt.e weai<enLlg o f its .:>njsical s . r e w "th. 'J'.he ~r.l .: u i trere . ~e ~s tnat wne a a 

.1~0L1l e ..t i s a o_:Jears it a.ies only poli t ically , ->.' ir ~ tUlllly e very cult. .lr~ i s i::l-
60 

:nvrt:..l uec.u .;e it3 val •1;s oeco!:le universal p r O_Jerty . ine Je·:. i s u !)eOple • 

i.vwe \"er , p re .:>1:1'"s a unique puenonenou in worlu bist.ory, fo r llb a oee. re r of a 

.;1.lL ..i ru , universalhn.ic i n .iai.ur e , it. ocs t.hrv1.1gil pl oenlx-l11<e .. -.l.::.;e :>-1 e 

ro ... t>u re~tio:n& .. nicn toll ow an es..;en~t pro~res1>iun, un"' t.eu"' t o the .. _:> iri t. ua l ly 
61 

~.1:.o lut.e wiu t.h us r enuur it. an exte r na l 1l rob ree t1ion. 

lience , t h uut;}. w uuai~~ nas l ost it.s p ol i t ical o ilieu, it suc.;~aued 

t. I) <. :.:st ·:.1 0 b uni~ue enti~; couse uentl.,· , 11.t> e .... 1.s 1.e11ce i ii DI) l ont_er com .. it -
62 

i~ ....al on p l Lcu or t.ime . 

a f t.e r a l oct_; suc .::es~ion o;· e:;.peri ..• ei:.t.S anu. ... _1iritu&l t rh.ls . ~ue Je~i:. .. 9e _ple 

c.Lo 'Jega.n at. f i rst as a n.o.tural nu t. i on 11.ce 8J1Y ot.her pe ople . I n ti~. 

no :iev '! r , t. ue 5,!l i ri t. U!. l ele :ieot in it p r :?v U eu &.nu. i t is tiia.t. ele:ie~t which 

v 
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s4·1 i \. f ro;.. i: ev i taul e 11.ecay. ...oreover , 'linile the poli iic .. l e-.p.: rinieut of 

l ...... e l 1n hlesi i ne l'ia.> a p ronow:i.:eu failure , 1t.s s.1ril.ual li:"e 11. the 
63 

JJiL ... pora p r oveu io be e~t reme ly suc~ess ful . 

i.J Je\'. i.:.1. 1.1::.t.or ; '':hich Uh.1s t ra1.e i h r out;n .r.is i oric 1'&.ci. s the muin u;e:> i ..; out.-

i : .l u L tue t'irsi Hine cnapiers . l t wvu.l<l leu .i. us f~r _:'ielu to _ 1ve b. i.hor -

v~t. . da..:u:; si ~. f ATOChr:i&.l 1s work alJ\4 vUt l oo.: ..t. 10ll Ju<J.&i Sm, tla.JU:,)1 it. i s O f 

~• u.t.1.1uSt Wi)Ort~UCC !'Or tile \1.1uer:Hbi1Ui-'t. CJi' e very wC.V•.:mt:.ll. i ll Juu::: i sm '-~'4 Oi 

."<c : orc: J w .. ai sm in par. 1cular . c7e 1·.111 onl:1 att.empt to suo up nis 1hilc,3op1.y 

1.1:· .. ... u .. i so ":ai.;l, lE>-t.er on became H.c bcsL: . 01· ·. r.f> '"t.ol t- l~eolor:y of tne .. te for:n 

::cvr;:ie :1t 1n .ie~~y. Anu ll.1.1 'l• ·h SO:!ie L f 1, i s !'Cl!.t.t..; o~ view r P1 '>. 1"< i. · the 

il ' ...:.n;· T• fo r - racviS ~:lS tO r <>n:.ier .h<!? rotPs ue , they are i· t.t.e ~.a~n .. till v 

ArOJ!...:e..l re -arueu eve r :, t eu ib ..... u cul :ureu u'" ...nisn -:ai. .. i. W..!S v" 

l .. o ~ -..1.:t.ir.~t. '118Uife:.t.~ti0!1 ot Universal rfhCOn . uVI r • ..;ult.Urdl O?' ~.ism 



- 146-

i.:; su c;> j ec t to 1.he l a":s oi t: r oo;,:.b an\l ..ie.:ay ; nence , ~e uttve t he r ise anu uecline 

ol' ne.~ivns . i.>.ve r l national ort,"allis m .. a a .rl.t.1. 1uc1. faculty , un1-tue to its 

broup , woic1, ac.}ount.s :·or toe _Jart i c uh:.ri ... 1. k ~e11'1er.cy i n e&CJl .i.a t ivn. I.Ince 

tt.b~ i'1.....:u lly r eacues it:> r,1{,.llest. c. t t ai,....eni 1.1 e Lroufl no lonta r :·e..:ls l ue urt,e 

t\)r 1\.& eAist. ence es sucu. ~he J e" i s o pe opl e beL.m it.a e4'isi.e nce li .ce any o:;be r 

peoflle t1.s a narrow pe. r t. i cula r is t ic cul LU rt•l or t,.c.nh:i.i , uuL iLs 1:ien ,,t ben 1us 

r._ve c ,nceiveu tor i t 1s uni vers al i\mction , u.e.mel y , t oe a uai ru:ieut ol' t he ./ 

l p irit.ual '""OSOl ute cfn II:;) _:) n h v ) • .Yhile t he J e ws 11 veu a s a p oli t-

ical ent i t y in .&?bl.Est1ne , t he uationsl a spect. o f t l1ci:- lives was so &t r one; t lle. t 

it or.ib~ureu t heir spiritua l gi f t . It is onl :.' •it ri the d.e a t ruoti on of t he 

i'et:i,"l l " anu wi tr. the aispe raion in t he D1ast)ora tha t : he s'l1 ritual t 1 t't o f the 

J e·'i .. ta peo.• l e c ame t o .,ronin~_ce , Jeinc; es 1t • i:s tne N.l y CO!:T:On oonc.. l e f t 

to th" f or s el t'- p r es e rvf! t i on . Hence , i t -..-as the ex: r er.ie '>3 rt1-:.:ul ar i s t i c ten­

~ r.cy of' tne J e-vi sh people :tun l nd the .. eo U')holi.. t .... 1r l".at i 1.1:u! l ift .mic .. is 

..1... i".' :-sc.list.ic 1. wu. . re , an1.1. it i s :ne l aa t? r . i.1 i.urn , wlli::. s:ren, ~~ens 

i.!.~ !.lrt i cul &.r i- tic ~xis teuce of t he J ewi s h pe ople. 

Hence , Krochmal wiss the .'i rs t r.ioue: rn J e 'Nisb schular to reb-ar d 

J <: .i sh l ife i u 1.ne .Aaapora no t a.s h u.iv ue ;>Uni snment or as ~n :un'u r t una t e 

tJi.,1.eiri..: episo e uu t ral.1.e r as t ne .;rea.~est oles~ ini., 1.0 i.11e Je• .. ish :>e o;>l e :.i.nd 

l.i:l 1.11e :orlu. a l. l E..rbe • i>ecau ... e it. i s only i n l.he .Jiru>fJ Ora 1.hat. uuRi .>. l'OWld. 

h ~ 1. i,)1es t exp re a »1 un . '/or v- 1_, as J uua i s . s uc.:ee a.eu i.1 1. ris .. .>"' e~uiut. i ts 

r<.<:l.iv • .hl e x i s tence ii. ~ale ~;.ln1.; 1.ha.t i t boc~::te an el.~rnc.l , .mive:-sal P.nu 

:; 1r1 t.ua l 9 uenooenoi; , i~uP.pe uent ol' t i o e ai. ... &!>ace . J.he ceremoi. i al E..::iu l ug­

a.l isl. ic lc'1s a r e to A.ro.:hoal onl · ;.ne pr.r t. i c ulc.r i s 1.ic a s pee ts iJ1' uugi sm wu i cb 

li&. a ll particula r i st i c .:iauife sl.ations c.re subject l. O t 11e lcw of ., r o·· Jlk an<i 

'°"'~~'; hence , are t r rmsit o rJ an .. cn~ceable. Onl y ;.he c~ntral i uea o f 

.. 
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Juo.aism, tne ~piritual Abaol~te , ls e ternal . hence , tne c ontinueu ex1&tence of 

the Jevisb people ls seoureu only in cor~esponuing to its att.acnment to the 

Aosolute, i . e., to its rellgivus iueals . 

Krochmal ' a philosophy of Judai sm, s t.r Jssiuc ns ic uoes 1 ts 

e te rn~l sp i ritual !actor as ager.inst its t. ransitor:, t o r:n , anu. r:nu.eri1.b as i t 

uoes the part i cul &ristic existence of t.he Jewian peo~le in t.ue Ji~spora of 

uLivi> rsal s1oiif1oance , co:.tlu r ee:u.ilJ! oecooe i 11e icm>logy of tue iatellectual 

lef...i.:, rs ot ~tor:n whos e ohi ef r.i m was to :.i reserve tile t:.r o.ip lite of t he Jew 

lu i11e ~spora a nu g ive it a rooa.er u fo r .. ~ as well aa a w.iive rsal a i o • 

..'.Llua we tinu tuis i aeolot;.J reachoeu in ~oai of the woric> ot 

~iter wno unuerstoou Arc>cbcal bett.er tba~ an:; one of n1b uen·.tll.I contempor-

E..ries . I n nls "liaCJJ.belas .. ene ... clJ ri ften•~ ur1,,ing tlle neoest.i t tor re to res 

11ib 1. or J of Ju~L . is of impor tance ; t he pres~ul. Cbll br eak w11.r. tne pas: aa 

111.tle ii& &.Jl,r a uparate _1.,,b can uisaa .. ociate ii.ee l ! fro the b..>uy withuut 

wU :"f~ rh•fS iseriuUS injury. ;)ucb a COUlleCtiOll With the past. .ea!l .... 10t tne UOoin-

o.nce of ueau custom out the pe rsistence of liv ing ia~a which penneaies all 

a es wit1. its vi go r . anu i.f i t lea a.s to d.itferent uevelO!>r.ients t h is uot?s uOt 
64 

jJs.i f;; c ui sret ara. for it.s origins. 11 

Anti tb cJ1:.{;h Ahaa. Ea - am cC'naer.:ns t J1 s out looic u ion Juu.a i. s':i as an 
65 

iJeol owr orea1.eu by :-:en who si:e -c to escape tne ir ..i.ut i -:!s as J evs , 

L.de!hmt.ent or oerer.iu1.ial or le &-alis; i~ e>o.p r ess i on , hS 1.J.e ce •• tral ivint or 
06 

J e.,.isn exi.bteuce i \.he ... '1.aspora. 

~onse,uently , both re forn Juu.ai.~m , ... s i:x11v'4..Jueu by <sei e r , r....u 

"'·' r.i ;a.l uio.ui ... ra . .. .- e~101 •. u1.1.eu by a.nau Ha- wn. ti.nu tJ•e ir 1.:0 • ••• 0:. oric.i n in 
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~olocon Juu.an Rapl>QpOrt (1790-1857) . 

Whit.~ 4rocbmal conceive~ ~niloso~ui~~lly JOlooo~ J~u..o.t. r.appaport 

S v.J,;,U \. t o estaol isll s.:ientitic &.lly . Rap_,aport was born at !P.-mber~ of a family 

or r abuis . Hij atu~ea were purel y raboinie . but ois ale rt min~ Lraspea. every 

op;•ortuni\.y or aoquirint, ot he r m owl euge auu i n \.bis l nc i uental wny he became 

n.:li li& r first ·1 t.h French ano. t.he ?" wit h Ger.nan . His firs t litara r.i wo rk con-. 

sis ts 0 2' poems . t ?"ans l ations anu. esse.~;s o;' a 111 nt char act er. His c ri t. i::al 

tal ent , nowev1•r. soon r e vealea. it sel f . I n 162, , he ••Jrote f or"Bi -c cure Ha- 1t tim" 
67 

an ~rtic le on t.ne i .de) enQent J ewish tribes o r .!arabi & ana •byss i nia. . . ...... -
rta.iy i u t.1. i s tt. r t icli! :ui.1' aport r eveals t he pa 1.riot i c ~o t i ve i n ni ..; orr.. E i s 

-le . is not to '1eal - it i- antic;,uarian i::a;.e riel t or s.;uolarlJ purpo;;es . l:n .. i. t o 

t.1. ro lit)•'- u ·o.:l ~he p&. ... t u f nis !le <.>ple . l n uis pretace to t1ae a r , i cle , lie 

, ..,, ~~ J'f/N 11-( Jiu,1 1r( 041( !J" i. -+- 6 ~"*'~/ '"'K ..://~,rl, , , 

).. 1,1 e, .:/l f; ,.62 I '!)!../, i. ....,.? ~ <-!/• • 4t / :!!.,/ / r ~ P -i" * 
uh jlJ> ~ /~~ / k ;,/ "'»j<f> /;-o ...,,~11 1~ .., •.h/ /;J,"'4,. ei l<. 

l':_i 1-t ru1Mf/ .....J'.!J ;/).., ~ (!,//?' / ,KV' J~ fr _y h ~ 

:JAi" i:f ,,.,(,/ j .J/r ' ,y, ~..!:JK' ,.,µ(; / cJ //Md"" 
~/...., :J>.Af /'))v.1 1/i!,I :J& 1'!5>r ._./,,,y'f") W;P~.l.i' 
.__j fr I~ I ~Jv fa A j4 _b'f) -A A:_!.] ,K/~ ~~~ /9~;:J 

&i A11~ 4( j./6 '!J/) /.t ~ ~t1 ~.,, 1p;/.1_5....__::!Jv /~" 
. ~ '°" 6 :i./ _;;;. I" A ~'.'.'/.< ,.~,,,_ ·HL !'""../>;. I 

l ?l 1 82~ • .a9pa9ort publis heu in ~hr: Se.Ill"" lo l rn.al - .:iuch co. 

i 1ortant hi. .. oria essay on ~u.adJa i;aon anu ais 1>• ri o..i. I n t n is e.:;:;a~ ."G mapeirt 

-ispluys an un lS..ia l hL tori cal cri tical ... cwnen io oe c oM•lare..t .;ml. wi \.1. t nat 



- -149--

enthusiasm f or h is Polish colleague and i n one or his let ters t o h i !!! he g ree ts 
68 

ut. i;.s "a .nan after nis own 1.eart ." .-appa:port. cont,!!1uea. anth~iast ic~ll;, h i s v 

nistoric research anu soon puo:>l i sr:.eu. ;.tie b i ot;rapnies ~l !' R. :i\ai.ruL~ lautnor of 
69 70 

t 1.e _,._rucn ), Hai l.iaou , :!liezer l:ia.-kalir, R. iiananel, and -~. ] i:ssim. .i:nese 

bi o
5

!"apr.ic .,l ·.vor ks whiCJ•) f'oilowe a by r.iaey others) were of g rea t.est i mport ance 

i or t .. e,1 we re lauueu. anu. acltnowle~O. by J ewish anu. .:a1ris t i1:m scienti f i c 
71 

s~uula r:> a .. mi nes or i n.-orroat i on. liiS p r Of uUllU kJ.lOWleu~e Of .1o.'a l,muuic li t;-

erat4r e auu. i t s se3 uel i u the tenth anu e l dventh centuri es , cougl eQ wit n crit- t....-

ical acume u euaolea. uim to reas sembl e •he s catt.d reu a.a.ta t rom .sour..: es .. uu·1.i or 

r.:~ l! l1tl,. o.i:.coverea.. •l1us ue r~vitalizeu emi. .. eu t l' i t;ur~ s i n t l.le pas t oy 

evh L. . .. ;. i 11t., their sig:li i icance in t h e nexus of eveuts , an<l by introa.u::int; i n to 

J~wiss . nis t. ory t.ne nut i on ol' d.evelopment , or t.o .;se a l!'ll)re 1.1ouer e},.pre.ssi un , 

" t .. e ~ ... r..::ept of his t or ic evolut i on"• ... hu.; in a let te r \.O Luz :!ato, who o;- oseu 

1.ne s ~uo.,, of J.r e ek philos ophy. ~appaport i n::>is t.ed t.h.Ut J ua.a i s .:i ha !> oor : owea 

1'r on t11e env ironr.ient i. eve.r y age a L t.hat i t e oul o. a oso r b anc. that in this 

ass i.:ills. ive facult.y c onsi s ts the excell enc:ir o f ;.he Je'niSh sniri t . 1 1. a l ways 

: e .. r.ovi to as .:. i !!lila t.e t he best !'ro ... t tie env i r o1unen t i n o rue r to Jrim: it 

oa..: ,;: ~o the worlu i u a mu.re !Jurge u. f onn. iia ' ,aport uelieves t 11Z1.t \?ere it not 

:' :- 1.1.e ~v .. s tan t revitali:..at.iO!. l'ro: .. : or c:i t.:r-- cu l t;ires 11 J 1... i..;::i vt ... n l - - i..b.·:e 

72 

e,;;;;:~i;:;, °;{ :!!)Ir ?-.; NfJ'1 ~/~ <pilr ~,.,( ~/r/" 
Inion/ -vz~..,, u A.!LJ. ')74f_j-I ....V~ ,fl.n ...;/''* ?Y /"""' ~ 
7$11.Jl.I? ,1,f ~.., ,y .... ., / / " 'l!JhA' l'_:.J" ii -,,_;,;( f,;y.,/ I.I 
r//i,i r-1/,Kv /;;i 11( fa ,,,,.,,,.., ?-n11!J~ _jvi?NJ J

1
-11r 

-,/.K.Y ( o/K _j 'ff 'J t tJ '-"'6 ' t. '7> J"J '.:;) t. ~ n-/' ~ ? ~ f., ' ...JJ ~ /:' / 
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~ ~/' ""J_J11/c. 7 ~ ? /Yf ~, . .I / • "J . ' 'IY ~ l>,r/ .l-.11 J i />_/) 'IJ~ / 13/ • 'A'.A 

Jtn"" N!JFJ ~ L , :/~.JI;;. (,,/)~,,,;, .. , $}/)~.,,.,, !)?'"" 

!)JAM; '11@ ?* iiJ fi) Y'"' ~~ -.I# //kl,, /e-t I 1.1;-, _5p 
)le/n' ?..:J"A?/..J) ,,,101 rJN;, _!}I, ,,,;,..; l'/ ~'*M ;,,V I'~~ 

f/f)7J/ Jt.) ~ ¥ J 'JI/. !fl ~ -;,rl &Jj~I n~ 

~~ .,~ Y Jl I/, rt~ •/J ,, ~,;,,, .,, .,,e1 ~~ ..#C!J1 "°D 
)/o/1~ i,(!}J / f';i,JJ.!J/t;/ 1"' 1"'.bp~/ '::,l/,,u W ~ I~/ 

f1.Nfd)l/#A(Y) / jJ/~ pr"" ~I ~dJ .-/1/,//J) 'J~ ~f 
k· .. e/r ?(!)" ,,,,,:JD r ~/IV>_;/>' ~ .,~ t.t'fi f/.y~ ~ 

VI r~ ( u :/"" ~ 9 -i. 1 /~ 4/,!7 <AN/ n l .v> Y~ .., .1k. 

1 

1 1/ i a/I ' / .( e 1 ollf o•~ ~ j ,,, _:/4 j.:;. SJ l/9j'§J ~ >.•/J 

. ~,.3'1 1.1~1 "?'{ § 1tf ~ 11' / J/ ~~ n !.] ~ "/,J <filft ?>"' 
~enee , ".e se~ Jiure L . -~...J_ a or t. t.t.e i..i.et:. u; u~e ":iis,,.i<>n i..f 

·:r tn~ r•:vital h~t. ion tnat. r t:.>..ilt:N. : ro.m a ss ii..ile.t.inu tore i b-:... .; .. l ~ .• r es ; :..?---

• '"-t. Ju..Lti.ii:!i tn;s r~vi tl:.li ::eu was t. v le re e;...rt gl" ater ir n .. euod UflO. t.he 

· o .. l ..: ~ • s prea.ui!lg ttlC? e thic • l c 1.. nt'?rt t of Z\:...:! is::n • 

..!OJ.t ev~ J is t orian s&ew5 1.c. a ?'e'! i t r. a raet z t!la t .. J.l"iat _-ave ./, 
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.i.et._:;.:;:ient . I t is exactl y ?:r.at. t. ne latte r sisnal l ;t fail c - t o unuerstanu ttiat 

:1<:i._ >-_1ort fully com9re1.1 .. !ll.Ueu- - namely , tuat t he _;a.st ::iuH be juut_.eu b$ i ts own 

L u '"': ewi s1. li te anu e:Us t.ence , cuu tr~t J ewish nistory , like tue nistory 

o:· ev::~ oi1 e r peo_gle , is a se~ueuce ot unfol w:ieut s e&ch stc.nui..b i _ r e l <:.t. i on 

tv •• ~i:..t wnic1. preoea.ea. i t . Ra1.1Jap ort i:._.1p ro~11e 1..1. 1.he s t ory Of I is .!eopl e f rom 

v.ith in &u.... ura,...iz , t.he retore , r e6aruE::u. u i s or:.o> as nb.ti cina.l perforinan.:es . 1/ 

l i. was w1fortuua t.e that suer. a t;reai s cholar hau to sup ,Jort nim-

sel :' thrvugh t a ming the meat - ::ax and even this bUlll'Jle sour ce of l ivel i hood 

"le.. .:> Uk:m a wa:y frura hiln by b i s fana t i cal ener:U.es wt:o _;,erse::uteu h i:~ bec ause of 

t.is scient ific heresies. 'Nith t he a i d of hi s ~·rleuu. ~WlZ anu L.izza.to lte en-

ti.ea.·; oreu to seaure a ra .. biua ce i n cerlin or i n I i;al y ; l>ut f or a position i n u1e 

t'omer 11e was not sutf ic iently p r ofi cient i n t;erma.!1 anu fo r one i !l tne latter 
73 

ne r.au. 11ot the r eq uir en universi t ,1 u.ipl oma . .1.he hnelle.;-;.ual J e-vs of !)rouy. 
74 

t.m:r e :·ore , esta ulisneu a ousiness i:mu. t:iaa.e !\8.P1>aport its superi.1tenu"!nt . 

r'L1al<~ • t.i..ruugh the enu.eavor u l' t.ne enlitJ1tenen party at 1·ar uop ol, Ualic i a , 
75 

;11if.l_>1:1.vor t was ap,;1..1 , u Leu as Raobi t r.i.ere i n 18.37. 
7 6 

two ~·ears la ;.e r J>e bec&ne 

Rappaport •s li t e in tbe ra ooi~te , r.owever , was L.Ot a. ve ry 

i.) •1 erf...,l one oec ause 1.e woulu. uOt. &llov1 tne fa~t.i0 !le!'esy-huur ~ ts tO i nt!.-

miv.a.1.e r1im. J:>t.tt i 1 ... p it.e ot ~1i t.1w uitte:- pe rsecutiu .. 1..1.irecteu. ab" .. inst hirn 

t.He ;.rutJ. r ecogn izen oy him a .. snch. .c'a.rticularl y , uiu. He bri ng upon himsel t 

t ile J'2.t reu. 0 1' ihe fanat i cs b~v a p ampnle t ••lier i.ri.tzvah" wnicr. wa s u.i r ecteu. 
77 

a trci-i.1st t rte Ha.ss iui~ anu. their wonuer-working rabois . 

Rappapo rt was a prolific V'ri ter aun all h i s "'orks !'la ve ,.a ui "ect 

or an inlli rect i nf l uence upon the mou.er :1 t. r .::11u i i. J~ •a ism. I t woulc:. \Je 
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7 8 
1 :pov L il e to g ive even a pa ssing mentiOh of n i s o .. n ;stanc..dng work:;s . :le wil 1 

uw&.l, t.1.ere/ore , onl~ on t.bJ> e workS 1nicn 1.cu.1 a airec ~ relC1.t.iou t.o tne :no .... e -

oeut for reto nn. l".S.i.Jpa.por t, t.Cu>Ut,h ::ios t r-ciui .;.,.l i n scientific research. , was 
7 ~ 

_,voi. oo serva t ive i n h is views ou reli t,iuu:> yract.ioe . i.111.1. t.rivu n ne fout;ht 

all rtis life fo r daSIC.S.lah, ne was most. \ euement l3 oplJoseu to l.ti.al. sort of en-

lif:Y11.rueni w11ich i n hi s view leu. only 1.0 a:>::>io ilation. 'lnus he l ed. a nost t_ig- v 
80 

ur ... us crunpai gn a gaiust J osL.ua iiesbe l o.>Cborr , t he euitor of 1.he "He lialuz", 
81 

...,11... &.0aiuGt Juu.ah .Jieses , t.he autl1or of "Aiuot lia-~e\". lie opyoseu witi. t ue 

sa; e:: vit;;orou~uess t.ne r eform iu.eas of ver?lUill.,Y , ftJr he ael i e veu .L.at ;hey wo~lo. 

L1ev it.J.ol y spl it. the p eopl e i uto i.ectS , auu. ~ow tue set:u. or u.huuiou vaii()li in 

i.urn wvulu re..;uh i n incllffe r euoe to national iuo:.t. itu\.iOW> . lie likewise tu~t 
82 

all n.is .ti :e a~,ainst. t.ne ia.eas o'f tTei~r. I n a pamphlet ent it.leo. •t()r lorah" 

.:tap!1aport wrot.e a mo~t aoat.ning cri t i cism of Geiger' s :rasterpiece "Orscn:-ift 

unQ uebersetzungen ner Dibel" (Dre6 s l au 1357) . ~~though the s eve rity o f hi s 

:) .. 1. icisn is oonceaed by 1~ t o be unjus tifiable , it r.i-.ist bt• sta;. ed in j s ;: i c e 

t.o ;;:ap >aport t.hb t h i s op .,osi t10:1 t.o 1.zei c;er was not Clue to t he la:.te r •s lib-? ral -

i :l·~ l:i Di ble criticism but ra the r t o the " reforn: t e?iu..enz" wcic • i s; ap '>arent in 

-
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Bappaport ' s wrat.n ai;aiuat t 11e r e formers t u.mu. J.tijli!:--ful l sway 
~ 

L r.i& p&cphlet '"l!Ochachat .iMet,rulah" ui rec t eu &t,&iuct t ne re for.:: r e obis who 

.:c. .• • e~ed. i n r'ranicfort- on- the- Jai n i n 1845. ~ue p8.111pnlct. is e ver-J s rong 

ple .. . :o':' ;,:ouservatism i !l t he refo rm c ovement, and will be t rea . ed lat er on 
85 

lr:. oo.-~ect l ou with t.he 3runswick Conference . And "lhile Ra ,, ap ort <terlaed 

.ost ri:!'o ilessly t.lle ext reoe re formers 11e wa& et t.ne ae.me t i r.1e just as s t r ongly 

0'>11oseu. to t he ue o- ortbouoxy of .3e.mson i1aphael l!irsh . 1'l11e 1 t.ne l a .. 1. e r ac~used 

~e;)ha riah tran{el of uepartiug f r o .. 1 t. r aui t i onal Juu.ai c 'I i c I.is '•'D.1'1uuic wo r k 

\·~.et" , i 1. \'I/lien ne -.efer.a.eu .n s t. e:.r..i.c.t.tlJ t ne r 1:: l i 0 ivus posi t. iou of .. ecnari ah 

t:a:i ~el "-' ;>roviuh c ...nal usively t.hat t nout;h the v 1e'V .. cxpre!.&el.l ilJ 1.nat wo rk 
86 

.. re mort.houox , tue:1 are oase<i never t neless o ... svunu t.rauit io ..... l prl n::: i !)l e s . 

~ ~ .. >ruve ry wi t. n the la t.t.er ~co it. t.e rt:w. c.r eol.l;t .1&_>_1;.port. •s life 1.~ r. ls olu 

1h us we s ee t.ile man fit;.cil.illt, 0 1 all ! r unt.s lf.ll._ wi t. u e 'i.uh1 zeal 

~>:- ruthful neaa . •i ti1:1es 1 is inte.o.a> were ra1.11er 9o r soual anu s evere , yet 

~lwa.-G ;' r 4 nk b'lt.. canuiu.. l u Galicia, he foue,ni a . ai n&t. t. J1e u.>.JC 4':'allt isc o f 

ine L!..~~ luir.i an.1 ti.L&inst tue irrever~s.t levity of tbe 1.laski lir.i ; i n .rel'::!18.ey 

1.e ·oui:.ht &b~i.l&t the irrationalit~.- o f neo- or th1h1.oxy t.n..i. a . ain ... ~ ~ ne rd tional-

h ':I Of t.r,e r n f orr:ier s; i n Lhe s o ience Of JutUiiS~ l,e fo 1< l.t tne raui:al ism Of 

Joshw. He r sche l Sonorr am. a ...,a i nst the w1uue conse rvatism of Sa.'":luel ..avi u 

j JZ <:&t.o . As far as nis rel igi.).Js vi <>-s &.'"• c n: e rneu . R:lp,,a.'>or1. .. _.111)] 1 '-he 
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occa .. ion. .ce i s thus g r eatl:-t res.ooLlSiole for cue a.uvance o f t.ne con::.e rva tive 

i. r ei .-L iu Lne Refor m .Mov e i"*nt i n Genna.i\Y • 
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VI 

l . .t.'he ..;hal lenge of lfeo -Orthouoxy . 

'l ne intensive __ en" t.ra1. i ot: i? :. o tne 1.istor J 0 1~ J:.iu.aism OJ .!u.u 

l>Jl v OSl in U'8I'UIEl.ny , anu 0,, .:le t:,(; i O a.no. 1aZ.!2tO iu l t.t.l~/ , WlU. OJ ArOChoal aDQ 

:-.&:.i.aapo r1. i:.. u&.l ici&. , usnereu. i u a Le"R ~e1.u1:ncy into toe -"le!O l"::l ... ove::lt:nt . 

- n-..s i.. :.he lat.lier A11l:i' of tne ;'u.l!'ts. uec~ue i n t r-e ui.~e t eeut11 ce::itury , ihe 

re tor.= leau.ers oe 0 an t o realize th01t it. ·:; not enuu.l)'i to nei,a l e cer tai n 9hases 

of ... r .Ul>\l.Oxy , bu t. \.tu..t. t ney .::u~ t. also crea ~e su .... e posi ~ i ve ~ueol ou:,· to ret->la:::e 

l.:iJ:.t ~: •• i.}r. L.c1S bee n uiscarueu.. DU\. tee L_eui ate t:~u se ~nut iorce.-. the leauers 

zi!· -le:o:-i1 ;.,_, rormulat.e a poc;ithte i ..ieol.:>t,y wE<s t..r ... e t&.ct. tnE.t ortho ... ol~;, i ... ::l:', 

co•:.pl c i tJ wh loh it: ;.ur u compellc:u \.he l eaue:-s ol' net'o ... t o s.ssu:.'le i=. :norc s e r -

t.rc;1.: 11 i -t.. a.r • ...i a p r o .:'o.m1.. se:::ular eu.uca t i on , anu "'niJ a -e 1~10..ie u a t 'he sc.0 t i:Je 

•~ eir an~·~ 'J •1.. .'l : i.e 3efol":!: :::c.ver.ient .iot i•l. ~ i: l ,; casuistry .1or · ·i .r. 'l'IO~-.LS 

of a ..... se , ou ~ "'i t h ihe wear>o:is u f ... co.e r n .!u.lt.ur e • 

. e:i- c.rrnc.1.1ox .1ov: .. .t: .• 1. i n 1.rer...1ru..; . ·•e ·.\i. l~ o.-1.; !"'1.\.i v ...... e•. :~its r~_> re-

1 
l>~ .. :a.i ve le~.iers : !'.iiltaO l s a.1:.c .... e.-~,:is l -~"~:e.!.:: e l7:i,- r.£:lo.i r c 1- i..9) , .:i lv 1on 

2 
:less~eT \ 17~f-ruse~ l Jov) , J~ .ob ~ttli~ e r \v~rlsrube 17~S-A!~ .ta 187 1) , 

4 
.. ~on -·~:nib.el i: irsci. l:!:i&Zt.o.J r g l dO~-- ?'M...JC!'Urt -on- :1 .. e - ...ai n l 8t:H3 ) , J e!:iel 

5 
- ••. ~-:1 .,;a_.;:.s l~lo~au 11.10J - ..>e rlin l .;6-: ) , ~nja:ni:1 Hirsh auer oe;.c n l!;e::.vieci 
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.1.'hese n;e,. V:c:r,,. Lnouuu wit:. 1.ne uisto rie- ro...an1.ic t!l.OU6J.11. ot 

herue ::-, an .... ~:il.h tha t. Ol' lla.ppaport am .. Luzzlil.O , bllu. 1.ney cou l u poi nt out t o v" 

t.r.e shallo ness anu t he weQkenes::;. o:· 1.11e -= t.reme rati vuali:>a o f the r eforr.iera . 

'i'.hus Jacob ~ttlinger e s tauliaheu. i n 1845 t.he l'i rs1. Or t an ot ort.b.ouo:x. Juaaism. 

"iJe r ~ion_!.a.chter" with a Hebrew suppl ecent / ¥ijo/ j ;,_j- ?~/./.. 

i n ~hicb the r e f ormers we r e s t r ongly a tta cks«. lie a l so ~tabli ~r.e~ a modern 

scl:ool wbL~h ·.\'as at.tended by a g r eat oany stUC:.enis r>re11a riuio "r t he ra?>o ina.i.e . 

::'A"l.' o :· •vho"l becc.me mouern l eaue:-s o i' ortho~ox_y , equi ped '1<ith ra.1 bini~ e ::ici 

se.;·.<1:?.?· :J:O\'l l edr;e , the ·::os t. !'l'Ominett o f '?lho was l s!'ael Hildeshei....er (l!al ber-
7 

Like·::i s e, !iakar:l .:>ernaJ.> be .. ;a1. to refori:i ne - id . ..:iuu .l.'O!'t.11 schuol s 

!:>i'11..n.:ie l.ic, ne int. rouuceu &.s i rnpor1.an t. _Ja.rt.s of tl'l·l cur ricu lum ~oursr.s in 

.. .: r ... ~n • . .li;. ;.i; r al s ~ieuces , geol>r apny a.ll.L l istory. On t ue ot.: .. · r m .. n-.., a:::un .• ne 

o!'·.~houo:x. 1 •• 0~ t .vowe r iul oru.ors , ;..ol..,1:1u!l r l es.:.ne r wa.1,eu a ,":'.OS t. effe~1.ive o~i. tle 

a a~r.:;.i lne r e tormers . l u uis e.i.reiae
1
Jo rt..b.ouox se ri~ons he a-..opteu t.ue ex} res­
' 

siu_s of l.11e r::os t e13.iueut vhris1.ian ~rea~b.e rs of I.De t i i:ie , iut.erspersill.G r.is 

s o . .:tG.91iael hirsh , wuo was '°"" the i.i:oe cn ief rc. libi of vluenvurt;, _ .. ub l.::;J.ea. h is 

"-•ewi.:el.en "'riei' ube r Juu.<.ntllum" \A.ltoons. 1J v6 ) . -.!his woric 1 •• a.z&;i a p rufo.mu. ..-

i:a_>rt:ssion i n uerruai1 Je7<is11 ci :rcles tieca.use ii. ms :JO::iethi..!: . ew- - a ur illiuit , 

in;.~11· :: ;.ual ;Jr e.entat i on of or\.houox J :u • .aism in clP..;Gi~ Ge\"T.'Uin , a.nu. a fearless 

••• cor.J!)ro!ll:sinr uefeuse or e l l i t s i..st i tultm.s ar1u. or.ii.JB.!1ces . : r o!?l ·.r.e a .1pec. r.;.!1ce 

c: t1 nse "let . ers" aa .. es t.he O.,. i Lin Ol' the so- cal led ~eo-CrthOUOX~/ in ver:ll.!lny . 
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2 . ·~11e l ew 'end.ency i u the Reform iloveaent . 

'l'his new c na.l lenge o:i' moue rn onnoa.ox;,• i n lrt?rman;,• anu. ;;he 

li t. e ra.ry iu fl~ence of the Hebr e w sc i ent L ' i c r>erioa.i cals uu t.s i ue ot ue !"many 

.<s.1e r av. i u a uew i.en .... ency in .1.e 3e tonn rJoveme:nt . ior il. s leu-te?"s oe..,an to 

reali ze i.hc..t t.ne sol.iz i on a.oe s uot lie .1e rel~r ir.. ext enuil rd~oms out i n a 

LnvrJ.ibh r eva luation of J u...a.isu i n &ne lit)1t of i 1.s u-=wl~ reuis~overeu past . 

't his n~w n is toric t. enc...e:1cy a:uo~ 1.he !"e l'or:.ie r s gave rise to two 

<J.i.:::. t ir.c ., scho .. ls. ~ne one .wh ich could. be oest te rmed. as tue liberal scr.ool 

coiei aocms wh O!il were ueige r anu Lol .Jbeim, auu. 1.he otller t he ~ r u .... i t. ioual s chool 

t.r.e c1.i ef e }{})one..it of \'iuic1. was iOec.oariah ..,rankel. t ne prob r&:n of t.!1e liberal 

::.c:iovl i s O••s t. de l'ineo. iu tne wor us oi Geiger: '"'i he .froblero o f t.r1e nour is 

t !lis-- t o a.cte nnine 11u.a t. Fire t.he sp irit. and t he teachings , t he u.oct r ines enu 
8 

t l!e ... u1. les o f life veculiar to Juuaism ana. inherant i n it , " :·or "we wi s:. to 

be , v:~ s.houlu be , chilciren of our tir:ie , anu as child ren o: the age we r:ius t 

strive to r eal ize : or uur .}O!lt empora::-ies o.ne t r ue s ta nupo i n t o f Ju.i.ai sm, ·m.i ch 

! .a:> nev"' r been c ont e nt to oe a faith di vorcee:. f ror:i life or a r>rac tioe a.t va r i anc e 
9 

"i t 1. bel i e f . •• 

I n Ot.be t' WO?'d.6 , ve i r er svut,;ht to apply in p ra-:: t ic.al l il'e the 

r- ~ ..tl ~ - of t.ne ;;,c ienc e of Juuaism. Lie s uu i;h;; to uet.e n :iiue l\t f_e re~".!b.rcl. snu 

iuvest. i t.Gt i on , wn.at Kricruna l ca l l eu t ne i nh•"?!'" :nt .?p i rit , vf J 1uai s:::i ;!.!lu. to 

brine it i.. i.annony wit.h t.lle c.oal lellbeu. c or.u i d ous oft.he environment a :iu t i me ,,.,, 

b, which 1.ne pe o9 l e we re p l aceu.. Anu alt nough Li e i ge r a l so rei.:obni ::eu the 

.:lece.? ... it,, of e xt. e r nal r &:for ms i u tt4e s e rv i ce , an-.. stront;l J auvocateu t. j1e:.i , yet 
10 

t o Llb1 1.he J wer e vnl y inciu.euts , out not 1..ne esse-:..ce of .:i.e ronn • 

.- ro._ ra."'I was t.o esie:: ulisu refo rms Oil a s cit:ut i fi c ba s i s , t. o invest. i i;ate t he 

V<>li u.it.y of eve r ; 1.1.oc t rine a.nu e ve r J i on:i , t o ue t .: r-.Aiue •:i.i.; 11 r e l it.,i us 
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11.sthut i ons nau outlive11 tho::ir asefulness &n ... were only binaeri?Jti t.he r eligi ous 

life ol' tlle pe ople by bei?l{,; i n c onfj ict -1 th tne spiric ruia. the neeus of the 
ll 

iLie . 

Zechariah t"ran~el , l ike uei ge r , also mainta inen that r eas on , 

basea. on sciE'nt ific scholarship , a11..i. not tne whims of t he laity , musl. be the 

justit'1c&.t.ion for :-el'orms . rran.cel realizeu, howev<?r , th :it 1.he life of a 

!)eor,le is uo;. t;uicie by l oi;1c , ou t by sent.iment , &n ... that if any refo r.11 is 

ex 1. re::ie l y objecc i onaole to the s en timen t ot l..rJe masses , one mitst. o..isreLaru. 

lob i .:!tol .;ousistency anu 6 ive i n to the fedllJlbs ot tne •. .as:;es. ...nu. t.hough 

.i'r"cUL<al was just as scl ent.ifica ll.y minuev. P~s uei0 -er, ne woulu t1ot ~11ov1 n i s 

sci e:...iii'i~ ~ouclusion.s t.o be t he sole arb1tera; ila i:.ee.u. h e wuu...u tai<:e into .,, 

c1. . .LSi..eration 1.be peoyle ' & romantic love l'or the pa5 1. ana. its iu.stitutions • 

... llis :>J:!lp~tn:; ·r.ii.h mass s en ti.ieni maue · r ailiCel tne t:,rp h:al exJJOunu.er of the 

;.rau.: 1 Hll..!il or consi;rvat.ive schovl i i. rel'orru whicu beca:ne £... .OWL. &.s 1.n.e · •~res-

lZ --
sla.u ... cl uvl 11 . 

'~b ese two u.ist.inct . eua~ncies i li the P.efon:i ::1ovar.11:~t. t as r epr e-

sei.t e1... by ueiger anu. 1.•ran.itel ca.me to a u.etiuite clash in tLe c1.m:.r o· .. e r sies of 
13 

tha hew J::a'llbu r g J?ra.te r .BOl)ic o: H342 , anu of t he ~ rankfort-on-llain raobL ical 
14 

:::vr. t erel1Ce (J uly 15th- 28th. 1645 ) . Fro , that l as1. clash U.S. : es \.he .>rit;i n 

of <.ne oonservative lr.,nu. i n liefor:- J uda ism. A stuuy , tuere;·ore , o:· tz • ..; l ives 

an ... charnct.e ristL::s cf \leiger aua ~ran.i<el is iJ1<ii spe1,sabl e :'or the ur.uerst.anu.ing 

v l' \.he l'ur t.h• r uevelo})r.tent of I.he t to u.lst i nct i r eJ1us in ~ forr.i J~uaitlm , name l y , 

·.s.e "1:<-i cal a:n.u. 1.t:e consorve.tive . 

l !i 
- ~ne r~uic~l ~is ~ o r ic ~choo l . 

::.eie-er we.~ 1.ivr u lit rr1:.tJ.1 1o'ort-on-the-~io ir, l UZO a !h1 .J. l l!v. a t 
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j - rlin ii. 1~74 . li1s rataer v:as 1iaui>i _i.;hael Lazarus ue1rer. :1..en a ::l~re 

.... : ~· ..,~r 1.a t0'1.\C u2 t.llE: Sl..tUJ of ... it.1"'"na . J.t six l.1a io.t.ner introu.uceu .ui _ into 

tne . al1.1..iu . at t he at,e of t.birtee . .. .: Ct.c 'iuireu. i:. 1..1.1 ... u •'&lmuuic .traiuin~, 

.a..i ... at. ~he sane tioe a u.es uliori 10.1owlc u...,e ol' nisi.orJ , laiin anu "'r eek:. ...:ter 

t1 e -et.t.11 u l" ni:; I'c. t.her ueibe r cont i n teu. uis ~i:.h1uuic ant.l secular :Hal.lies unuer 

1..ne 1.. ..ihca.noe of z.is o r ot.ners anu othe r teact.ers . :ii i ... relit.11oas vi ews , t.owever, 

.m11en:ent a i;reet cha?lL-e , par\. l y as a oonseq_ueuce 01' his r \.!ao.iug, partl.1 as a 

Ms.:lt u:· ts.e in:'l uence of b i s asso ;ia i.es . \lhen the choice of r.is profession 

"1!1:i CJnsiuPreu., ne ..i isrecarded the wishes ot' hit. t'a:nil/ wno expectea. 111.. t o 

beco--;e a Jabb1 , ana. chose to :>t.ud.y or ienl.al philology. l n 13.29 , he entereci 

u.e Unh•ersity of lie1ue l b• rg , wnere he -er:1aineC1 one s em ... s .. .: r , '-.:votinc nis 

... ,;ria.: . Ee .. lso 

~ ~1 . l Wv J~b.rs earlier. . be .1ext se1:1c:s t.e r 11e went. t.o Bonn : c stuuy .i.ra1> i c . 

::.~re 1ao: ;:iC l. a.nu oecaae iut 1 oa .. e wi t u -'• R. n irsn w1.o becbl.1e s ttose uent ly his 

~ ui.~ .. sue am. op."'owrnt., Wl<.t. wno iu:'l..ienceu him in many (,11rections . Here 

:t11il«! i:. s 1. .... 1.1Eh1t. at oou.u , hi:! .n·e.)o.:-eu. .. ii. • .... &.., u. ..he ., ... ish 
16 

el·~· .. \.ti 1.1 tue ~ran, i.. cor:ipe ~it.io11 :·or ~ prize uJ':'e rea b!- v11. fa.c .ilty • 

........ .i.>t s .cce~u 1.. uei.~b e lec l eu. In t.11e sar::e ;1ec!r , a:·\. P. !" "e 

pri.:6 ur 1. is es:.a~_; ou ... onar.i.e .. . . ,e ··~as calleu as ."\& . ui to '.7ies oaa.en , wuqre ne 

sta. ·l erl unt.i 1 1 ·~a . 7/hile tne r f- , ne h.t.ro •. rnced c er\a.111 er.a!: es i1. tl.e 
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SY?'.!. ·o, a l se rv i c es "'i t s a v i ew o :' 1.e i . :. io:ni..t; t.nei r i n!) r e:; •. i veness , anu. he 

... i1.1 s.iG nmos t to i nuuce •tie L o;i- rru::e u t. to &.r::i13n.i t he la .. ·s af:'e~ti!lt< cue :: i v i c 

:-~ v t. i.11 .. e i Gc r ' s 1i : .u . I t ·· " ..;&!"!'ie .... i . . :.1.. ~ if~ h •.• l d ..._ ···1.e .• •. o be.._- 1. 1.0 

ti 
·•v ... :J .:r ~ -¢.wt.t.~ eL1e r .; '4..:.isc.u-'~evlul.J i .. .:: .. c u :- <1.o1lt.~ t. " 111o r i 1. .> ... )u.w i~l . . e u-

31.. ui 'i'i 'cti n , i r. o r u.er t o l.'c res te ll bi s , i n vo'r.eu the i n t rv"ntion o.;' ihe 

:>cl be on t h e 9 l ea tha t the ltlng nau. 9 r oh i b i1.ed \ie r:r.an s e rmons i n the s :, .i.. o.·ue • 

..;..1~ the c .• i e:' ot !lOl i c e , Hei 11e ice , w;;os a 1·1ru1 o :' llb .. rol iueas anu !le (1i 1.:. llOt 
17 

:-._·:en. " Ci e r r r o , p:reachi ug . v e i be r ' s s e r roon l eu ~o 1 i s el r~tion. H R w~s 

- ~ ..; r 1; .. s l uu wa r~ ,,ds t:.ir oe u. oy t ne a t i t &.ti oi1s .... ._ .. 111 ... t. a l .- b;t .:> . ,.. . ~i.ti. iu anu 

......... ~,; .. e i t;e r . i n is l e u 1.0 t ue •. ..ab licati ou of a v&:;t. .•o le;:ii .! l l ite r alu re on 
18 

·».4t :f. .c...own aE> ti.~ ve iue r-~ i.ct i 11 a..!':'&ir . A:.t t:•· .. r.e ~t=- t .. c·· ?_ .,bi ~ iiet in 



-~l--

\1::16~r as raooi, the oi.uer witn 1:r . l Lnin the "'"u o t " • ..... tilel.in. lieiger •s 

cou~reuition will Lagl y sus1.ai neu their leauer i n u is ~J'tori..> 1.0 r ec onst ruct -
t!.~ ritual 011 a moue rn bas is. In l u .A ni.:> p rayer bov.lc i ",;,1' JI/, .,.,., •) ~ .,,.· 

18rt.eli ti .>che• Gebet ouoh" l.oresslau 1854) was ot ,·ic i ally a~opteu.. i he unae r-

ly ia. prinoii>l es of t hL !)rayer book ueige r formulat eu. il. 18'.9 i.. uis "Grunu-
19 

zie~e llllu Plan zu einem neuen Oebetouche"• 

While i n .oresslau Geip r often too i<: t he o~cs.s i o .. to er.iruas ize 
,, 

1.i.. rel1 i oui. vie·.-s i n Lis Jucil.sche _eitsch rift fu r ';'lissens..:na:i· t. Wt« Leben" , 

1.ne ' u.i11orial6 or ·.;bici. are !or t.ha mos t part. u.uu.i~b1.e11 t o t 1.e ... xposi t ion of 

wvurWs St. a.nu preacn~r. AS a nis torian, J 8i gt? r fuU{,llt Dil.terlJ t Le l'a~ical 

20 
>:-ut;~1 ot i.ne "J!ran.rtio rt .ie1'orm wereiu", l'or he stooo. tor brauual evolution. 

.i~ .. L . .i i:; llOl ti t,ive .• quantity nor a nativn&l 1 w out r;Uot t is a _>roc es -

- L.l iu 1'1A t trau.ition itsall' \'.O.S t ut: rt:!suli. of t.uis cv1t.iuuv.is :1r oces.:> of 

0 rvv1tu . .1.'.1e t.neocy tJJ i.ne evol..1tiu!! i n Ju<l&is._ , to v:uicn u ocum&l arriveu. / 

t zrv"t,h Pil ilvso~hic siuo.y , ueitier , like dappaport, .. vubut t.O ~st ~blish Ou "he 
21 

ba:..h. o; ~ t.horo14;LJ St;ieut i fio iuvestit;~\.i on . oreovc: r , ueiger aP.•lieu 1.his 

!)rb..:i_,11.. ot evolut ion a lso to Bi blical an11 ~a:muuic researche s a:iu beoau .. e ot 
22 

t i. i s he arouseu a t;ainst hio the an t a :onis. of Urae t. z anci ·'OP al- ort . - Li itev:ise , 

Je ' ~st. r..eu.1aeval lit · raiure ent,ageu ills e.ttent.iu .• , anu r.e publ 1-1<eu a series 

o: s~i ,.'ltifi c euit\ons anu \.rans lations of 1.euiev&.l lit. ert-i.t re anu oiographies 

a.1u st·J~i u::. o;' t.ltl:i r crea t ors . '.i.'hus he :nolisl.a i u !, is 11:..elo .:hofll3im11 ..de rlin / 

1-nO ) an.t nis "lfite Uauna.nio" l!jresslau l~?) -.vuic:. a .. e stuu1es i u the 

lit~rlit..tre &.i11.1 L , .. ue men of le l. ters of t.he .J.iu.11le "'b-es . lie euheu .. cieutitically 

I 
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the "lt,,"el"etb iia- s.amau" by ....a i monictt:S (r.res::.laa l St>O ) . !le wl\He a t rea1.ise on 

toe c::...et..etical school al nor:.hern "'rane e c: m.it.leu ••rarscuau1.12.t an lLeip s 1g 

loLJ~) . He p ubl i s heu a s~ienti f1c eCli t io of Hebrew p oe~ry i n Spain e.nu in 

I t alJ wnic,1 ue ca. H e u " llizim 0-p r ocb i rn" lLeips i g 1866) . He a l so contribut ed 

articles t. o mosi. o.f 'the Hebrew scientific pe riOd.icals o= the time. ~!1ese 

Eeo · • articles of 1Te i ger haa. a t r e.":1e1 .. cwus i.u:'l ..te.i.ce upon the au vane~ o: l i b eral 

tnv~c)lt amo216 the J ews ol' ualici a , Lh.nuaui a. oJlu .tW:.. s ia . .ror l.hoi.lf.l1 t h ey were 

esbenl.1al l y soi~ntl fic anu h i sto r ic e ssays, tney l. Ow~~eu upon ~he moa t v i t al 

_or obl ec& coccernillb Dibl i ca..l ano. Oral t rouit i ons and. pvi nt P.u t o tne -£Volutio:iary 

p roces s in J ewi sh Law, rart icllla r l y is tbet true O f h i s art i cles i n tbe "He-

nal uz•• (VI :l3 ) and in the "O.za r - lfebman" (III:lt.) concerning t he ua1u \hes is 
24 

of his ''Urshrift "• Whe rei n he .:i scusse s the c ont r over.;ies betwe.?11 t h e r~nr1-

sees e!1 •he :;a iduoees anu be t -.;e en t ne "'&mar i tans a.no. the Judeans . I n thes e 

ar:i.~les Jeige r s e t f o ~th brie !'l y ano. et I. i;~s c4sually nis Ullu.erly i n{; view of 

the uevelo!_>cient o~ tra~Hion, uamely, that the l ?'ow ing J e'Risr. rel icio~s con-

sci o, s?1es> i s al r ea.cty r e .!'le c t eo. in u1e rea ...i1 b-:. o f tne .:>iblical te:tt . He a lso 
. , 

pr oveu tne aosolu;.e :'u l si t J o:;· ;.ne !10tio11s c oncerning .r' • .&rise<:.; d.!lu. ..iau1.1ucees . 

Ee w ., t ne f ir:. t or.e t o poi nt o.:t. t hat the ~hari se1:s .;~pris~u the .JeOpl e , the 

a!"is .o.::r ~y ol' learnii~ , anu. t.ae men ot p i e ty , anu thkt t he J alwr.ys s t o.,u t or 

pro'°r •}:>S i_ r e l ie;i on; while: 1.ne .,aea.o.ucees we r e ;a.e <:t. :-i a ~ocrat.s by bi r t h anu. tne 

sace :-uote.lis ts who were Or>i' os eu t o ~ rno ...il'i.;ation or tne Law. I n the nalaJ!ah 

it .;el ;· ve i E;e r u istiuguis ue u oet.we .. n t ne .1ow.1t;,e r a nu 1..ne ol..i.e r , :..1,u. i n i.lie l at.ta r , 

itself . I t i - t his ui s tiuut i on ~hal. . h ruws lii ut ou tne ol ue5 t uo~..i.leuts of 

po.,\ - oiol tc~l l i t e raiur e , namely , the Lle icil t a , •. oi fra a nu J i l' re . 

4:o.S presented by ue ig e r i u ni s ''O rshrl :·t 11 as wel l as ill 11is 
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Hebre · pe r i ouical pal't i c l es , Jua.aism repres<?nts the full express i on 01' the v" 

hif'her l ife of the peopl e . Thus io.eas a.'1<1 i us i:.itutions i n J ucia ist:i ca'!Je to ·oe 

t hat ha.•· uot been before; h ence , they were suo j ect to chan(,e ano.. i n tur n could 

~ass away and be rep l acea. by n~wer moue s of e xp ression . I t is no wona.e r then 

u.at wheVev er veige r ' s Heb rew essays reacueu, part.icularly in the cent. res of 

Heb r ew lea rning i n ~astern £urope, tlle_) exerte u a t remenuc;us i nt lue .• ce i n wiaer­

mininL the ri gj.u. orthoa.ox ia.eo l ogy . /or b is &.rticles elevat.ed Judaism a bove 

th ~': r i:Li t.y of the writ t en Law anu p.:i i nc ed. uu t. to its capacity ;'or uew 

"' · l ecliarian ~ran,ce l - 'i'.he ~raui tional nil:; co r i c Jchoul . 

4echariah &ran~el was vor u at ~rague in 1601 anu uieu at Dres slau 
2b 

i 11 187b. He wa& a o.esce .. uant. 01' an ol a. r.aooinical f amil.. in .a.us t. ric. . i'amous 

tor i\.s • a lr:luu ic l earning. ..irani<el receiveu. 11is .1.'alr:luuic train i n '-' 1'Lt the 

Yesniva Of ~ezalel Ronsperg . In l 82b, he wen t to ~~uapest wbe re be prepared 

r. i :JSe lr' _·or tne University f r om whic :. he gre.uuateu in 1631. I n : he foll o·Ring 

.:ear 11e was ap ioint. ea by t he Lov e rnme nt as "Kre is rab i nne r" of -\eit.merit.z , being 

tr.e first ~bbi o f Bohemia with a mouern euuca tion . I n 1830 , he we.s (;S. J ,•a to 

J.jresuen wne r - he hel d the office of -laboi unt il 1854 wbe!I lte wa s called to t he 

ri:sL.1ency of the bressla.• wemi l"..a.ry . There 1;e r er.JB.ine d unt il h i s uee. th • 

.: rankel •s lii.. e rar-J caree r be~ an r .s t.ner lat e . ..i.11 h is s cient i f i e 

: re~ :i t s ..... <i.t.i llb f ro.:. 1847 t o 1859 we re !'ubli.rneu in ue:-rn:rn anu. ::ivs t vf his 

s.uo ... ieR riau a poli t ical mot i .Je i u t hat t ney a i meu eit t.e r &o c.uo lisn c ivic 

ul.scri r3L 1ation a~inst t.he Je ws o r i <it: raineu p rejuuices a-t.~in: t J ..<_a i s .:: . It 

was onl.,• when he a s su::ieu t.h e l ea1.te,.shi11 of the .dress lau .-emi ntt r J ~ru t h i s 

he orew liie rary caree r oe1.-an. His uu ~ ies as !, r ofesso r of i'alt:1uuic l i te r'c1.tllre 
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sauwe ..i h i m &lJ.e nece-.;;1 1.y ot .no""e r .1 s c iem.i tic &ext ou1.1k.S on !f&OOi di cel l i t e r-

a t.lre &.1 .... a rcneology . J.'Jler . ne _,..;:,lisne ..t. i u lot 9 h i s "..ar'..ce na-..U .. una" with 

b. su)p ler.1~11 t a.:ici iuCler u11uer t he t. i t l e o! ··~oso1·ot u- i.Ll'1.ea.h le- .. ef~ r Mar;m 

u.e.- i.l is!uia" (1867 l • '.l'his ooolt cause Cl a g reat st.onn auu creli t eu Jui te a l arge 

polemical lite r;; t urn . I n t h is wot<k, t'rani<el sougat. t o es ;;a blisn sc i ent.ifically 

t h:!t not. everything m i ch is cslle u. a .. law" , anCJ.. .~hicll is r eputeu to be e.n 

"r.al aka l ' iloshe m 'Sinai" was actua lly of M\o..:aic ori r;iu. On t he cont rary , 

!le contenu~d t hat mos t. o f t he rabbil,i c tra~: tions a '"e of h .1.::a:1 ori l\1.n am_ rh£.t 

:;,ar.~1 o~ thel r enact.cie r.t s we e -. eci <ied upon oy cer1,nL . u vie.:: :; co:-. on i n oa r -
26 

l h .'":e? t s ry boo.ies . 1.1.'he fi '!"s t. at t acr. a ...;a i ns t :r- nt<e l oe t,"'8n vi it. !l v,e l ~ i t e r o f 

~ bi vt'tL lieb f ishe r p ubli:>hed in R. Hirsch •s "Jes b J r ..m" l l 060) . :.. . 3.. 

.. ir .. ..:h i.i•:'!Se l f oeLai i u 1.ne foll owitis year a s ~ries of e r;.i~les i.. wl.ic n r..e ac-

~.:_ .t •!"<...l.lA.e l of .ne resy i u t h1" t he uen iecl t he a1v1ue orit;h i ot t 11e urnl Law. 

£1 Lu;.r1 -.s. !'S!Jort w ... s not wholly in s.c.:o ru wit tl rrs.~l ' s vi ew, 11e "t.o l i s .. eu. a is 

·•.,tb!">l ::>zu. l ol!l Ve •e me t. 11 a t. tacking Hi rsch ' s tanatacism ru.11.1 ue fenu. it~ r i-a.nke l ' s 
27 

2i11 pl.l i~t of vi ew. ..his u.':.'tes.s e o i' -1&ppap ort ca.lle11 t ori;n ano1.i.e r c ri iic i s m 

o:' ~ r hll.l'.el ' s o rit l'ro::i 11&.ooi volomon A.lain o f Colr.u:. r , rr4llce , who c r i t i ..: i zeu it 

severe l y h 1 n is '1..Upne AOSnet " {r r-a.nk1'ort - ou- 1.11e- l.iain l otill anu c.160 iu nis 
28 

rcv l y to · '6.PP32 0rt entit lea. 11Ha' e!lldt e liosnal om Ahebu" (ib i a) . oeujamin 5 • 

.... ue roa~1. of iialoerstaut u l .. o ::> L.1.eu. wi t.o ..' ran.re l ' s O~!JOueut.s u.ef~ua.1~ the 
29 

·1 i ew u:: t.nE: ... ivine or i gin of Rab ui n icc.l la~. 

'l!bcu!;}l t' ranke l wr ote :nany other .. reat ises i n Heb r<.: "1 \":lt i :: l a r e of 

c:r"at s.:1.en;. 1 f ie value it " oul a be ..,ut o f place t o •li s cuss tbe:n !.ere , ;"or we 

~""e inte!"'As t e u p r ·manly i n L"ran<el n s a re f onne r . r ren-cel . a s t h e .~u of t h e 

11Gol<1en ::.eau" s oug1 t t o uoho lu a con :)il iat.o ry a tt i tuo.e und ne there f ore ::iet 

•rhJ 0•1 •. •osit io.1 fror. t he ext r eme r e for !l!l? TS like uei t;e r anu J!o l dhe ir.' , ani1 f rom 
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we leau.e s of neo-Orthouoxy l i ke s . R. Hi r sch a11u J . .... .:>acns . AllU \~h ile in 

th•~ .. .aiu .tr&nte.el ' s p os itivn was the .10:.t "<hol esome for t he fu tar e ... eve lopment 

ol' li b•.ral J uu.ais111 , he was , uevc rthe les s , b'Uil t.y of nany i ncons is t.enc i es ,,nu. 

e !uivocat.ions . Thus When challenged, uuri ng t.he .::ont. r ove rsy ove r his '' ..El.rice 

sla- wisu.na" , t o state nis r el i t,ious views a ua. to uefine woa t. "tra<.Ul.ion" '4eant 

to hi~ , r r an.te l answere d with t oo vst.ue aµ exp l~nation , e vauing a c lear defini -
30 

t i on anu 1'aili1)b to £he an out spo;een e:x.tiosit io11 of his views . ~ven .be rn-

fela. who is a s taunch SU!>.:.'Ort e r of t he conserva t.ive p osit i on of rrankel , au-

mit s t ha t ill his p olemic i n 1.he rrayer Boo.< controversy ae was guilty of 

evasion anu of e~uivocati on. 
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VII 

1 • .lie ~rayerbook ~om. · ove rsy of 1842. 

l n 1842 tne ~amourc •em~le oecame a b-ai o a storm center. .ror i n 

ltX>~ e co:n. •. il.tee 1l&U bt:e .• ll.Pt'Oi11t.eu ;.o r e vise t ne pra;e r book usuu. by -.he con-

b1'1::t.~ l.ion, t na ;. it mi r:;ht c ufor m more to tred.11.ion anu be a cceptaole to eve ry 

::io .... er n J ew. I n l dtal whe n t ne r e viseci eui tion enti t l e a. "~eu.e r iio- .o.boa.ah" was 

pubiished , Hrum.m Isaac »ernays the cniel' -"a..ioi of tne orthou..u. co::im\Ulit:,i at 

~a.:lourf i ssue~ a p r oc l amation ( warnill{; lill I sraelites not t o 

u ... e the oout< ana. ueclari ne; t hat any one aoi 1Jb so •\·oulu. fal l s ho r t in h i s u.uty 

as a J qw. ...his brought for th a c ounter uec lara tion f r o::; t oe temple Off i cers , 

rebudng .Cernays fo r h is presumptu0us act . Both t hese uocu'!IN t s were o r de red 

of ~e~na,:s :!aused s uch a ocr.taotion tbat the '.l'elll!>le directora;;e tounu it neces-

s~ r;,• to s'"'cara :-ro .. a ,;c :-eui t e .i theolc, ice l aut.hori 1.1 es f '.vo rable O!>i r.ions in 
1 

re aru tu the !lew p raye rbook • The p os i t.l on oi .. ecua i a.n ... ranreel in thi s cun-

• r oversy call eu fo rth 1ia r t i cular ai;r;ent. ion . .rra.nicel rebu-teu Jenl.UJ5 tor h i s 

&. :r o i :. r~ry a..:t i on anu. p ointeu. vut tue :ia.n n whicn mi 1;,nl. ue cau~.:u t o t l1e 1.1i tJ o! 

l sr.:;.~.i r1Y :> ..tcs, p roceuures. (Ju ;;Le ""her t.a.iu , .r'rti.nr.el ;!Tit i cai zeu t he e<ri :.ors 

vf ti.e _ .... rc:.ye r t.oo.c fo r not vaking s;.; ffi~ ient lJ Lito ;!.,.us i a.eratio1, popula r sent i -

we.it &.nu ;<o r i nuult.-itit; h• unaut.uori:.au e~le..:ti..;isu i n ~' e o.aiss 10 .. a.~u in t he 

inoer t i on 01· p raye r s . .i.'hus : 'ra.n.cel ' s o_:i i nion ii 1.he cunter u.bp lei;.seu bot h 

oh.riu tha t t he ir p r ay<:rboo.tt w-a.s i n &.- vuru wit.It Jewis.u ~rhv.it 1011 , _ vi 111. ea. out 

i •. c<>ns isi e ucies l' r o::i t.he s.is t.orie mu ... Of>"!llB.ti C. p.;, i.,t. of vie-.v ; on 1.l~e ot he r 
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na.nu , iue orthodox. wer e uissatistied bec ause 1.e ueclu reu t hat ~1.al"'-t:;es in the 
2 

t ra~it.1 oual ritual are p er.missable. 

It woulu not have been worth while t o dWell on this l~l euit ion 

of the narnou.rg Prayerbook were i t not for t he i mportant co!lsequences that enaueu. 

therefrom. ?or, as D"'renfeld pointed oui , t he 1041 Hamburg ? raye rbook is so 

cvnservat ive i n its l'orm tb::.t witu but a few t.ri t ling a.eiai l s i . c vulu. nave been 

well o.efeuueu ou the grouuu. of the most r it: i.:.L i nterp:--etl:.i. ion ot the " ::.ihulnan 

3 
.aut u.ue to "'eruays ' a rbi tra ry act i ou , thi s p raye r bouK bee~ tne c ause 

;·or a con trovc:• sial lit erature which was the oegim~iug of the a naly tica l ap-

proi:...;J1 to Jewi sh theology . ~'or t hOu6Jl tne p u olicatioa o: the 1 ... 19 hambur g 

tr~;erbook causeu a c ouaiu.e rai:J le lite rai.ure as to Ci.octriu es 01' faith , it cannot 

cuu_uc. r e wi th tt1e l <.>42 cositroversy Which was "oas.,d on a more p r oi'omlu s ; uuy of 

... ... w..i su a u..i. eleva t. e-.1. to a 1nuch ni~er iniellectual level . 

as a ;'onnula t i o~l' t heolot:, i ;;al uo...:triues . "'or i t is ttie c outr ove rsy over t he 

. 1.eolo, i cal iruplic;;.tions uf t ue tl r!:f.Ye r bo.:>J:C ·t i.a~ leo. to i ne .::l.<:.ri;' i cat iou ol' 1.11e 

·.il ve!"t -ellt t renus amoll{; tne i nt.ell ec tual Je·•a of ~urope uurinu t11e seconu. lie.lt 

of the dnet.eenth century. The chief poilit .:>! controv ;: r sy wcis t.l1at t ne p raye!'-

bC'o~ uen ieo. be.:.ic J ewi sh aoc•rine s , notaol y t.he " oe ailll'S u f a pe"'sonal ..iess iah. 

o " :>ocii l y !'esurrec tion , of tne r .:s t o ret i on of t ile iern;,le in J '?ru..>al em ?.nu. its 

sacri ;' i c i al cu l L, anu 01' the reo.eo.,tion of a ll I s rael in '"'i..l ~siine . ... r . G • 

..,~lomon i n .ais a ssay , " '.Che i,ew .iray ... r Bov-< a1;1.1. its r~ rse.::uLiou ' ' , ..i.e:te ... -.eu th e 

,os ition o
1
' i..ue euitors towards t he i..essianic pray--r::; i n I.hat i;ne:1 uo uo t 

'L-elieve tHal. the r l!sr.oration or .t'ale.; 1. iue i.s .!0 .• 1..il.ionell by 1.he i>vl.l.i.q; _>e r sonal 

!'r . -.•.1ce ol' e ach a.nu every l srad i te i n tne l & .. u of r ales t il1e • .le cuu .J.e.;i .:-e 

WltH al l our .nearts tne re- es tab) i shlnen 1. of sn t...'l.l'ortuna1. e ~c. tr.c rla.r.u ; "le can 
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a: l. -; oe et.:1a r \Vitn 10 his we can r emai u i n t.ae lauu. wi.e r ein . .Jiv ine p roviu.ence ha& 

plaoeu us , ~ontinue to l i ve t nere &.nu 0uey , serve , an~ e i ve al lebi ance t o i t.s 
4 

rulb t.. powers ." -s to tile i ucon:>istencies wnic.u .r..ec! .. a ria..-1 £ ?'<:1nKel po i nted out 

re..,aru.i :ll i..he p r 8'<·ers t!,at uav e r efe r<?:ic es t.o sacrL ' i cia l cult , tne eu.itu ?'S 

co:--rect ly p ointeu out rr,a.t. i. l1ey calJ. .• ot u.eny J e -1sn n is iory . '.i:nose prayers V'ilicn 

:-<:: r to t he s acri ficie.. l cul t i n tJ.e past , they h& <l. to leave " ntuucnel.l , bu t 

i .. v:;; t~t :-ef e r to the r e st.oration of this cult i!1 t.he fut .. r e the y omi- · ed b e-

cu;i e it is ~on t r a r:,· to al l ratio11S.lity. 
5 

Thus e veu I s .,ac ;tosh .. ..an.nnei !:!'?r , ;.he fa1::ous ~rea~her of l/ie • ..r..a. , 

w,10 wss "'Xl ':'e'!!ely c ons-> rvativ e , hai. the ;·011owi1lt t o s~:1 ir, r.a;;aru to t he al t i -

L .. LC u1 ;,ne eui 1. urs to tne sacrifi.;ic..l cult. : '' ... lt!.cu..,o I :.t:>ually _l l eeu tor 

.. :.!:·ori.::l .;ontinuity anu trc...u1 t i on , .. ~ t I cau..01 out a.ere ·~ wi 1. i. t i.e stw1a. t.a.<en 

.;;; .ue a.ut.hors vr the book i n :he :oat Le :- o l' the c"lission of preye.. _ :· U E r e -

i 11.Si. i t uti on Jf the sac r ifice ; the y rave 1!ler ely e._pre ..... e '.1 \?hat s.11 mou: r n ~rn-

E r.t. t:- <::u t.11~01 0._ io:,.ns t hink, eve .• such a .> .;lhl[; *1t ll C::.11 thei r he c.. r <.s t o t lle 

... uv-- 4..w. no_>e l'vr b. .-:at.i0nal restoration; Jet. I dl!l l' ree to oyeul .,• .;v~:es .:: ~;..a<. 

~- r t - i..si i tution o;· t hi.• ~ luv1.1.~ sac;ri:'i c.:ial ri l.u1:1 . .... o~:. •. c t ~· or::: _•s.rt a.nu 

m::·ce l o/ t.nese nopes anu. .:>roois es ; s ; e :.Le ~~n~· expres sio .. ::. o:f "Lhe _ r o_>t.ets , 

t.11c """'u·.:s , noi.aol ;j ...a.Lnoniues who 1... :.! l t. r es t1.e:.t. i.1,e sa~ril'i..;~s we ~·e il tenu.ea 
6 

. .. _, ."ur t ne 01. il'-'-i2r i oo. of I s rael's 1.tevel optneut . " 

vn tu~ otuer 1ia11v. , veiG~r ai. tackeu. lihe eui t o rs of tne l."rayerbook 

.:ri ·;.;Lo i hci: f or t.he i r a 111.er1:1!Ce to t. 1.e ;x_pe..tie .. cy of t ne Via i.!eu.ia . 
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i u. i on Of t he .i!emp le Iner.: , ii. i ::i_;li o::> wl.c.t Wo; 'A'i :>1, to r~ .. urn t;O hle~tine cillU. 

r~ .. ur., t.o .tal e .. tiue or 1.11e aac rificial .; ull si~oul.t. oe u~ ... .i rely ooi Lte<i. I n-

si.ef.u., "e sa1u, vie vut,.i•t t.o r e j vice anu oe :.han c!'ul to L'roviuence 1'or l1aving 

c.~ e!10: 1.L uur .: •. .,s to Wlu.e r -tauu. lha t true wo rsh i 9 ..:oa:; uo;. require sa~ri rt :}es . 

tr'4ll<:.laiio~c uJ' 1.he 1019 eu.i t i on , weie;er says t.uai i t w ... s an unwise JJrO~e..J.ure 

oec L211e l!ebrcw is .lO lout,~r unu.erinu00. oy 1.lle oa::>:;.es . I n u is o_;il:.ion , i.ne 

ri~;.t.., l .. uv..t l u oe h:;. ::a..io.h u o> pos .. i l e L1 i. ll.:: veruo.;.ilei.r wu.ic1. is .mue r .. i, uo .... by 
7 

..!he reau.i ng ol' tl.e A'Or ah , -zeig , r CC11.ten ... eu , ;>hoii;. a l .. o be iu ine 

ve . . ;a..:ular a .. b l. l east i i:>e r o;au i lJ Hebr~w anu i.ranslai e\.I. int. o 1.1e rma .. • ,.. lie 

c.lso ..: ri i ic izes t.n~i:. l"or re- i ntroa.ucill{. tne d.ai.l :t ri ti.u.l iut.o ~he .trayerooolt 

t .. 1s uplloluin5 toe eait. or s ot t he 1 61 ~ e uition who cla imed. th a t •\lb) ic worsh i p 

is onl:1 obliga t ory on ~aubaths a nU. H.olid.ays . <.;a i gc r aL;o vehe::i0 ::i.tly c rit.i..; i ~ e s 

<: t." 1 .:au. ~ .... o;· :he ·1em,, le for p re .. enuiug officially t. o au.ne re t o _ahnuuic 

tra"'L ion w1 ile tne. L1ri va;,e ly ai.u. !>i;blicly v i d a t.e l t , tnus o •. ly c:-e&t.L.!) a 

~t •hS C:i oe rTee n lb'e auu cre~a. . ne e .. u~luu.es 1!i S ~riLicism v.ii t. 11 an ap 1 a l to 1. ne 

l eauers of t. Jle • emple 1.0 si&.uu i n t.ue fo r emvs t. l'"d.IV...S of t. r.e ..!:e f ?l"' .1 .:OvcJ:i-;: •• 1. Cillu. 

aueml-' t. a1. 6. uamoniuus reconc il ia t i on ol' life ~u.u creeu . r'or a ft e r b.ll , the 

aii.1 vf \. 11.e reform 100ve1~en 1. lS not t.O int:rOU'..lCe a few li t u r t;i cal CllS.llt,etl , 0 '..tt tO 

·""'':e i\. .woWJ1 _:>ublicly I.ha\. we nave "'ep&.rteu. frO!!I t.ne !>Lai.a ot pe t r1 t'i..:b l. ion 

L wai ch J ewish lif e was st~. e<L to r so man.,• ,/ r>c.r:> . l nsie - , he -:'!.ii.11..eu, t!Je 

•• ew ilrQ.Jc rooolt lookS e:uti rt!l ,;,' i oo wuc1' llICe a cwn1.1 ro ... i .. e ; t.11e r e is a.pparent 
8 

tru; utilre not 1.0 surr enuer t.he ol u view out to e vade it s inj"'r1ous efl'e c t.s . 
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~Ae weaklle ss ol" .iei,;e r was tnat ne was ratioi.al &rul cons i stent 

a,, 
t a ff.ult . He 1ou141ot allow, in t he l east, l'o r popula r prej uo.i ces ano. u1stor- I --

i~al s~_im .its. We must not concluue . howev r , from this , aa iierentel~ <ioes , 

t l\8.t t.eie;e r i n h i s rationalism sought to des t ro:1 comple t ely the national erlst-
9 

ettce of the J ewish people an<.1 t ?'E.tls fo n 11 Judais M into a 11e .. e relig ious cult. 

For , a s ~erenfe lu himself poi ntz uut 1~ ~nother wo rr. of hi s , (;ei ger nao. a J r o-

~· WU un..i.erstanlJ.ing O! J ewi sh pasts , a l' iile app re;;i&tiOU 01° t1~e i r..1,erent {,"'enius -
o:· the Je '<i&h people , ana. a l o:·ty couoep tion ot 1'1. :. tu t.ur e ues t iny. ...Ud. -;nuugh 

snrlft" la t.he g r eatest ies t. i moey t o 1.>eige r•s belie!' t hat both t.he 11wri ; ten" 

w..u t 1.e "oral " Lan a?'e the tuil anu. ,;rauual express io::: o; 1.ne :-.a.t l on·:ij, c enius 
10 

of I srat:l . 

w~eu. o~'/ t.ne peopl e of r evelst.i..in . weibe r 'iUOt.es Ju..ah hal ev i to tne ; ffect -

1.i..at "Israe l is t.he heart of ma.nld u. fibi.}h i .1.s unit:, ever p rese:-ve ... it s 

r.1.cr.e r s .1.9oeptibil ity enu. t 1ia t i ts s everal uisti.uguisheu men were t ne ue&r t t/ 
11 

o. i.i;. 1. oe~ rt . " In Ge i g e r ' s view, tne !"evelaiiou of I srael a s s umeu. ..i.iffereut. 

. :>:-cs thr ut4, t.vut t.he a ges , :;e t behinu. all these i'or::is t here is an unseen tAr eaa. 

unit i ll{, t nem all a.nu this 1.br ea u 1.1eige r calls "Ju~ aism01 , whic1. he ue fi ues a& 
12 

"the full ex_!lre5s i on of t he r eveal ed uoctrine" . !seige r cai1.tains t hat t he 

r-easo ~. t he J P.·v.; could s uT"·ive as a u.ist i nct g rou:> i r. ;;~ .. e ..>ia s pora , WJ1ile a ll 

other !iationalit ies d i sapnear-ed once r emoveci fro ~. the ir l.S.tive land , is " be -

cauGe ~hey were :=ore 1.1.an a r.at ion. because t hey were a co~,nunity unhed by 
l.S 

·he ~,ar.u of o.n i uea . • • •• •• • ~he c r e&.1.he s!)i tit r.a.d n.:it <> 1 t.Of,'El\.ue r vanisheo. 

l'r or11 Juu2.i:>m, here was •. o complete cvnolusion , so ;.hat noi.hiug J :>ul..i. oe 

renew1:..1 , not.n •• it. et..r.obleu- - i.be livizit sp iri t c "ntinueu "" l o". t.li r uJt)1 the 

t ir:ics . J.'ho"'gn t he co10p l a int is nea ra. : ' 'l'he re • s no more orop11e t b,;llOng ~s ', 
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yet 1.ne same hol J , ennobling sp iri t. contiuueu its wo rk . •raui t iou is t.he ue-

val og iug p O?;er , cont.iuulng 111 Juu ai sM a:. an inv i s i ole crea ti\le a t.,.ent , as acer-

t aiu ~omethiub w~ich wi ll neve r ou t.sin i ts f ull exp relisi on: out wnica will e~er 

wor ,c anu. c r eaie . .1.rao.ition is t.he li i'e- b iv ing S1JU.l ill J uuaism; it iG the 

UO.'l:t)it~r of 3eve l at1on , e nJoyiilb the same r i e,s:ns r.i t.n 1;e r motner. • r &. ... i1.ion 

nev.ar uiu, nevc:r wi ll, v.si.dsu f r om Ju~ism ; it is ;,.he 1'01..Wl.aiu tn at will eve r 

tertilhe t.he 1. imes, anu., whenev~ r h wi l l come i n c ontact with the ou ter worl a. 

il; wi ll crea te new fonna.t.ions accor<U1ig to the everoh.&nging wc..i1ts anu. neceaa-
14 

ties o::· li f e ." Hence , a s we reau throu{;h the whole seri es ot .,elr-e r ' s lee-

tures on J e vish history we c an SU!! up h i s view on Ju<1ai s.-:i . t nat. i t i & ::iore than 

a ii& t i on1:1.l1 ty ( i n the pol it. • cal sense ); t.ha t it is mor e than a me re 1.iosaic 

l e£ is l a t1on (which wa s t.ienuelsohn ' s vi ew) ; and. r..Or P t h an a ... ere r 11 l i g ion l in 

t ,.e .;trist.ian u.ot.,'!:latic sense of ;.he •uora.J ; out , ihat lt r.,.~,., a living S.:> iri; of 

revelal i on bu.erent i n ine ••cori:rnunit:, of I srael " 

i s ,,;o .iui t 1011eu by t he un l t y 01' I srael t.h roU{;llout the wo rlu . 

l :. is IJ• cause or 1.uis t.rueut :'ai ;.n i .i tna e i; e r ni t y o t I srae l , 

w1 ic. is o.ppa rent in e vt! ry . ine CJ~ ueit,;·J.~ ' s writ ing s tna; ne w<:S .10 .. .;.,ncer.ied 

sc,, ::1 .. c11 wit,~ i11e p rese rvat. i on of 1.h i s or that. part ic~lar fo?'!!I or p11ase ot 

Juuhb .. whici1 .nay f a ll i..to ooliv i on i n t.he cvur;. y of t ime. .:.ll-.L i.u1.1!.l...)l .r'!i i e r 

oe~~~e .<nowu o· n is frieLu. as well a s by uis o .• oueui.s , &s t.ne ~estro;er of 

Je··.isn nal. iuru..l i sm, he may be ree;arueu , wi\.b1Jut BllJ u\.~o .. , c.s the f<Ll.t.~r of u.e 

i\t.tioU£.liSLic movem~nt i u ~stern ~urope . l t is his iu.eo l ot>J wuich .. p r :!au 

r~ ; i.J.ly ar.!Oll{, t he re:orzu:: r s Of nui::.s i s. , tnat t:;ai:;ta o irth t o 11sp irit.ua l nat i on.al -

is::i" wai Jh f c..unu i ts c l earest. expression i n .. ioon ..r.ibnow, who ue.:'iues "' "'utism 

a:;. .. ein~. he sp i r itwil , h is t oric bona. whic h Wlit.es al l 1.be Je s th uu1_)luu1. tne 

~orl..1 ""eca ruless o:· t he ir p oli t ical l oyalties to t heir r esp ec;. ive c ouut. :-ies and 
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15 
L: .1 ~penctent of a Je1visb s:a .. e i n ?E.l e s tine . l t is o . · nese !' re: Les that 

lieir•P-r .Je.:anci .... tue emoval o;· .$..t:::h p::.s .. a. es i. " ' e L\turry 1"h1.; .. ro?fe r to the 

. lid~nl unity of I srael . 'lhis posit ion n~ persi3 lent.1:1 -a1:1ta i ne<1 in his 

l~ e .i.it ion of the p r a1er book ·• ... euer .e_,hil:ih .1' bar Yon !> •yo:.io 0 • 

.1:>e renfelu. correc tl;t p oi? t.eu vut .nat. .:!et;1.ari<..h ~r-aur.el an.a. J.is 

t'ol lowers ant. : r 1.alneu. ex.a.: 1.ly t.ne ~Ei.me vi ew a :> ... e i ger u1 l , but. Lb.at ''e retr "i n eci. 

t•ror:i a wni1. t. 1l'l{; t hose p&.ssat;es wnic a ilnpl1eu t.nat t.he J ews u re 1n a stat. e ot 

e~i.le iu 1.1.e 1r r~spec t 1 ve .:ou.nt ries , not oeca;.i .. e 1.11' na t 11.mali . .>1.ic mot. iv es but 

t. r _..._ it.il.ln . .Jurc:nl'el o.. Ct.&racteri~es -U.:tl an &1.l. it. uu.e E.. .. 111 .tlS'-OrtioL vl' lOc,i C 
16 

.L'nia .-'r .. JerooOJ( cont. rove~;,' "IAS iz£S 1. r <L..it: .• 1.al L .• st.irrinu up t.!?e 

~1:- - ....Y vexi.1{; provler..s L. the Je"'fis_ cor:uuni t ies 1n u e r."Ol;.D,y , ~n ... brc u_u t -:eenl;; 

vit~l u e bt.iona c~ ulu be ana.lyzeu an~ ~iscusseu . ~nis ~s~0 ri ~e o a n u.:::ber ot 

G JOCh-rJald ll{" '1abo1nical vOnt°erer-c es Which U~Ve St.'0J:l!}8C the 1'Urt.b~ r ... i!velO!)!':lent 

of 1efolT.l J uudisn in Get'T!latl;{ an" pa r ticularl y in A.'!l('rica . inu thou~h the de-

t ils of these .)onferences are not within t.ne sco e o! tr.is t.rea ;;ment . n:~nt i o::i 

l 'l'.J;;i. ho , ;auP ot t.ham 1.hat \'le ..ay unue rs tan ... the llebre lY 11tora1.ure , evo·ot1 by 

t ~.~ . , -Ut.. \'hicH i s i u l.Jle r.ie.i11 an;;a,oni~. ic t.o -:.1~e l .. p1r:li1on s OJl -4 a.; tivi l. ies 

o;· t.1.e it. An who ..:v:1v<?neu at thes ! Assemblies . 

ssecblies of _1fJ. J Lis to uet. r-_ i..e c o:uo:. .:l.l .irs~s of ac:io:; or 

co::...011 .>r1 n ..i1 Jles or ~itu aue ... ~e1.. e.1..c l u..;ivt:l:t oy 01·nc tnt.hlt, n. 1.111 i s ;!-e ~ _.ew 

pr.envmenon in Jewish life ·.1i:i~.u t.£5 no 1J!'ece .. u::1- t. 111 Ju· is11 J. i .... ory . ·~ue firs t 
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.:18.>bini cal IJouference tOOK p l ace at '"1esbeuen iu lu~7 , i n answe r 1.0 a call 
17 

issue a. by veiger. l n niS tf.P:1 .. al ueis er s :.a 1.ec.1 t.Lat "it is not in tena.ed to 

cre&t.e a ne~ Juuaisc, nor yet t o aes\ll!le the authorit.~ ot a Synod& it suall 

::ie rP.ly . i ve h one s t men t he onportunity t o u iscuss t he p r ope r m thods of con-

du~ tint thei~ of f ice , ena. shall be t he aebinn i ng or the r es t oration of the a l­
&8 

.::o: t vanis hed s ;:>iri t of Juda i sm. " .i..hougr. u 1is Jonfe r i::uce 1...i ..L .to t a,.r i ve a t 

~· 1~..r· orts.nt dec ision , 1t is of gr eat est .:. i . "Il1 f1ca,~ce as a !)a.1.hf'inu.e r i n the 

:o~ulat ion o! Reronn J-;Jr..iaism , ror 1.he raobis _!) r (. s e ... t l;;.t 1.his l.!onfe r ence r e-

so l veu to uiscuss the p ractical que s t.ions which we re ai., il.a t ill!, the Je';'lish con-

_ .J •• l ~ ies a t. tllat tiroe 1u 1..eiger ' s 11i'lisser1s cru;. t t. liche ~ei ~sen.rift .r'.Jr Juuishe 

... •neolo. ie 11 • 'thus i n 1842 when tn~ f r ic t ion be 1.ween orthouo.xy anu reform be-

0&11e very a cute , the ctis~a ::.s1 01.iS 0 1' l.hi p eriou1cal beoe.'le o:· b reui.es t. i!:lport-

~ . . c e to tHe r J l°Om r a .J ..iis who were at. t a c,ceu. !ro:r. ;.wo slues ; on tne one nanu , 

.;,y 1.he O!'t.hou.ox rau~is oecaus .:: 01· 1..IJ. (I prayerbook cunlrove r~y , anu. 0}J tl.e otaer 
19 

.. <:J.111 "Y tne ra"'"i:::als oi' tne · " Frieu11a ot n:e1·orc11 , wbo~e ra'"' i cal 1.iea:;..ires the 

re ::·orm raobi s r e l'useu to eworse . &his t. wo- s i u.eu. ~ t. rut;e;le forceu t Jle raobis of 

liberal anu. r e!'orm tena.encies t o or{;-enize 1.hemsel ves an"' co1 vene f r om time t o 

ti1:ie to u.isuus s the ven ng proul e1Js i hat a rose i n Jewish life a .; a result of 

:::L.o.ill!;. b l(. conu i l. ons , and t o rea ;!h at so:::e a.eci s ions f or i.be t.1li<..ai~ca o:· t h e 

tr :.> leu c00tnunit i e a . • he o e:.11 for suc.h a c onference was issued by Lud\11g 
20 

.?hilipJson. ea.it :)r of the "Al l g . ~eit . de s J •ia.enl...:ns " , on Jan. 11
, 1644. 

In th is call , .Phi l i ppson wrote : " Let us snea J-:: plain ly. .1.'ne . ssue is no lonce r 

'. :.;: i>"- !'!lli :;si'oility or uon- p.,nnissibility ot' tnis or l. tu: t syna :-o•al i ns .. i \'ution , 

o:· . nis o!" tlat allevia.ti o1; I'or c ivil or sodal life; I. lie is .. ue oe to re us is 

cuncerneu t'.·it u t ne enr. ire con t ellt of our relib ion , -.ti i .t' ",e ::i..1s i. p r esen an.u 

~ · re •• _ .. 1.en i u 1 1.s J .J..'i ty i iJ oru.er t o r~S.:!-le it frv:n u.earien inL rit iu.l ty 0~1 the 



--174--

ooe no.nu anu fro~ benumbing unfaith ou the othe r . Ju1.1Aiso is losiub i nfluence 

..w.y uy u~y snu e ve ry layman is a~~illb us 'What a re J OU uoing? ' ~he objec ts of 

tu: .::onf ereuce shall be: la ) io ori nc i ue n.obi.> :.1 to c l oser relatiuns ana ac-

<iuc.inranceship ; lb) to p r o:no i.e unanimity i n l.he conuuct. of the raouiuical 

ol':'ice; le ) to further I.he 1'ounuiug of COI.'LIUlla l i.1si iiuiiuns ; anu (u} l.O uelib-
21 

erate 0 4 all Je .,,i su a:.'fairs ." 

r hilippson •s cal l wa$ very ti~ely. l t mei with the syapatb¥ of 

a dWnber of raoois ana. it; r~sultea. in t.he .:onvening ot Babbiuic !Jonferences 

a t ... ranswi ck l u June l o44 anu c.t r'rank1·ort- on- the- 1'ai n in July 154-lz , ana a t 

~resslau in June 1846. 

I t would leaa us far a f ielu to enter into a uiscussion of these 

~011fo rences . -.Ve ~culd , t herefore, l imit ourse lves to the p ivota l ) r o .;ler.is ·,hat 

arose at ihese s es sions auu to the at tit.ude taKen by the various gr oups on 

t..ese p :"o'!>lems . l'he t."'O ti'tts t.andi ng points o f '"' i sou:.si on were : (l) the uestion 

of dUthori~y in -'et>nn Juaaism, i.e., the authori ilit i ve valiuit~ of t ne ue~is-

i v:!$ ::ea.::1.ea. a1. 1.h.;se rabuinicr. l .;onter cuces ; (2 ) t oe correl ati ou 01' ~i.e ;iation-

al l. •Olit.i.;al) ~u iue rel iti ous aspec;.s L J u..wi .. c , ua.me l y 110'.\' fc.re .:u.n the 

. .!l.. luna.l lpoli1.ical) asµe c\. of Judais .. 1 be r d:noveo. witn ut ues t r u;;i u,, itG 

reli, ious s t r..ic t.u r e . 

( l\o .. e : 'the issues raiseo. ;nere r.?t.,ar'1-illL t.r.ie re . ... r .. 1s in :::arri~t,;e 

o,•,r., 
li:w.,, u too i n@ortant a su tJjec~ i. o oe t rea t.ed it.. casual tashion , anc.i. wi ll , 

t :.t:rt.tor e, be b iven speci~l ccosiuer&.t1ou i i. ine l'..iriner s<.uu,.y waic 1 l can-

te::iplate ma.kislb OH t.b.e suuju~~ for ca;; ..wo .. or of .lll,,v i nit.y • nesis . ) 
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a . ·~he ~estion of Al.lt horit;r . 

As stat ed a uove , t.ne very na. i.ur e of" a c onfe .,..ence o! o rfi c ia.ting 

:-a . l.s onlJ is in itse l f a dep artur e rro.n Tr aditiona l J uueism. ~'Or as .1eige r 

:.i :.'.ISe lf po i n ted out in his ''Urifhrlft 11 one of the esse nt ial ciifferences be t ween -
) 

tlle ... a 11uce es and :narisees i s tl:l&. t. the t onne r were: saceruol;ali st.s anu cle rical 

·R1.ile t. 11e la ;te r wa,,; a •J r ogr e ... s l.ve lay =ioveme.;t aliu .!~nti nt.ted as ... ucn Lhrou~hout 

Jc:'iisu nistor,)' until t h e ~·a.lmuai..; i.rauit iuu~& beccfae so pe tril'ieu .:.na t. we 

:iow u:tve :..'al !..luuic .Aarais m (Gei ger ' s f'avorhe t. enn f or urt.houo:icy J. wuic con-

siue:r:;; t.ue ra .. o i uic irua.li l'ict::i.i "n as .. 11e r-: ual wo ru in 'J uc.ia.ism. i..e c lai!!led . 

t .. c:r~ l'ore , anu. wits. jL!Stif'ioation , that t lle .reform .. l ver.iont i u it.io f i t:ht a . a. i ns t 

ri~ iu rao oi uis ... i s aillli ng to r es iore tne i rue iuni..r e of' J uuai sm uy allowi ng t h e 

11_1eo~'le or revelat i ou" to i i...te:r!)ret. i a every e...;e t he t ru.? e~ .. e. 1~e o f .i 2..:.aism, 

a.iu to t.ive 11. Ulat tonn wu i c r. is 1.1os1: ac..:e,t> iac,le t. o is.e::i. ,..he i uiel l.?ctual 

c rh. i .; s of t.ne refonn .... oveoeut, t.J1er.: :;·ore, c orrectly cont. e uu.eu 1.n~t i.J.ece coll-

feNuc e :: , Whi cs , allow OUlJ O!l'i cial.int; re uviS t O part. ici •. a <.e ii ... el iler&.ti o1.S , 

wi.1.1 ..; . l .i l et L to tl.e c!'e1 1. i o .. of a new clerical ism i n J uc.a ... i:.:':l. ~ne i :- con t.e:it ion 

w .; ;:.c.~t i !' aiais::i is to be a;.ij ..i .:; · eu t o tne cie .lal1.is ol' i.J1e t L'le , ii.. Sh1.ula. b e 

le :'l. L, · ne w :i.1111.> o f r ecop1ized Jewish scholer.; whet1. e r t.ney be of;'ic . a ting 
zz 

r-"4 is or not • 

•• !?J u., r.., o ;' t.ne conJ'e ren~C! h1 wr~icu He ..1rceu ttu..t. 1.11e ir ..u:?l i o1:::rut.'.on s .:>~ .<: ... -:l ly 

_ -~ <-:-:...orJ &.nu not r e .;0L.n.atory-- . 11i.t it .;on .:er . il-id l:' ·· i t. •. • rc..~t.ical 

ire . 1., •. ::. 0 • t. 11e r <.u ... ina ie i:i.•u uu1. wi t 1. t.h..:ore t. i.!&.l u i .. cu:;s i on ret;'~rui r.1) Je !.sh 
2~ 

I u ... ..-eu., t1.c r"' • i.s i .e ...... a ri, ~.t t o .!..,;r:et.e ou t:.. p l a t fc, r:. c..s 
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t •. .. s-31 ves • to p romoi.e aneni..ti t.y i n i.1~e .:vn--'\; t. of tt.e ra..obi .lic;:;.l ofl i o e , t o 

urthe r tne l'ounJine, of com:;.um:.l i 1.1si. i tut. i i..ns , a.nu t.o u.el1Lie ra.e on al l Je i s b 

a !','e i rs . I t r.uti. uo au r.horit y , 1.oweve r , t o e11uorse the resol .iti on1:1 a ... or,>ieu at '1 

u.e- r'rench 8anhe arin , pan i.:ularl y s uch an i oport&m. r esol Jt i ~- ;,.~ t.Le one re-

_1' ~ui.w iuter '8rr 18{"<3 withou: c ns:iltine t he 01, i nions l-nti. tne senti•Je lltS of re-
24 

~o-nizeu autnori ti es of the Jew1Sh peo~l e . At. t tP very outset J :; .? ~n·I!s-

wick ~onference we notice c learly a depart ire f ro:n the ori ginal 11 r ogr s::i wn ich 

we.r. out: 1neJ. by Luawi g i'hilippson, for the ;·ire 1. plir ... _rc,?11 of i.11~ r ule.; t,Overn-

· 1.e .: .. n.ference ~ti.:leS its .·tr o.:;e l O oe _s follows : "fL.e n... JbL .. i.;c.l 

L . o:-..... r t o uetl!r.:i:.ne ny VIL.al. .. .eu1s t.r.e .:.J r .,-serva1. i on :i.uu we ve l op .. 1e.it ol' J ; ...... i::;::i 

25 
··- t .. e &ul i venin6 uf tne rel iE-io.J.S :::ons.:ivusness ce::- oe =...:.;;">~ 11::. ... u.. " n!lU 

.Jere:.:r'.;lu. i s .!O rect i u at>r t. eiL_ "li t. ii the c rit.i.;s ot t.He r e for.:i ra ... ... i.> who 

.:~ .• t P. •• ueC1 tr.at. to a c vn ie r.: i..ce int aim of w.oiou was Li.e res r11~tiu .. u: J t-._..i::;::. 

r .... .,.1. i.ict-l u:<"!ice "'~Vt! 1.0 t he r~ .,ui . ror it i o r.;.:1..t,..1i ... e...t J c·•isr. s..;ru.h.rsnlp 
26 

••"" .. r a..iui.2icc.l uL ice LL.a• • ..i.l :O::S o:..e au l:lUtuvr l t.r i?J.. .. b i er::; 1.. f " · ~isw . 

- --"" L ibis :-espei!t we r::us1. .- i t.Le witu -"8Cl1&riah .r'r~cel , w:. o , i u o: position t. o 

tl.1: raubi nic al .;onfereuce&, au7o~at.e0. i n his .,.,o:nl: ly . oo:.vent~c.ns of rec01?1 i::ed 
27 

J wis~ scnolars . 

b • ... 1.e Poli t ical ASpec t of Juuaism. 

~r ... t u.e &.l ot misunu.e rsi .n1..i ll(> i:.i.l\U a ueli"eraLe or ,Jist.arteu .:on:"..1.:> i ot:.. .!!he 
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... .:. t --.Jte wh ic11 is usuallJ raue oy .110::.t. \'.citers ou the .;u o~ect in treaiiu_ the 

"1ht.iu11&.l ist i c 1;om.rove rsy l u .deform Ju.u.aisin, i s t hat t 11e .; e i ti.e r forge t or 

i .,1101 t= ti.t:: ia.::t that tbe con.::ep t. ol' uai.iuualis _ o.Jrine, t.he oo .,.i. rove!"sy ms a l-

!.Jt;,erner u i iferent 1'rom t.Jlat wuici. r .:sul tea. !'r o ... iue so~ ial raawa.<:eni g i n 

.. urope \..Urin.g 1..lle s econu i..blt at t.1.e nine t eent.h ::;entury. ior, as we reau. tLe 

=~J""" .s well a s ;.he Hebr ew lit~ ral.ure oi ine t i.ne , vit: • • uu t:Ue iema 

''!'.!£.t. i ..,nal" anu "_,oliticalu iuva.riaol;y intercha..~eu., as ii' \.he y we:-e synonymous . 
28 

•tliti vnalism, 3.b untterst.ooa. t. Ou83,&& uefiueu iu vur t. i.es i s a uove , W&s a& yet 

UW010vrn at that time. I t, ~herefore , inui~ai.es a lack of ui~torical perspe~t-

i ve on 1.ue 11a rt of p ro or anti- re fo?':'I write rs w1.en tile~ state i.he.l. tne contel"-

e1.~es 1.ave tai-:en & definite st.ep a a inst the nat ional i stic aspect of J..i..iai sm, 

'Nun tne !" :orr.iers -v.-ere actually s e e<in@' to recove w~s the polit.ical irn~"l lica-

ti u .. ::> of t r aW.tional J uciaisr.i , becaus e t.hey r eL-a.l"Cl.e-.l. t~1e relve .. politicallJ a t 

;or.:er~uce o f ~runswi~k, ..i.e.!l~res ''nl.;utG is 1. ·.:1i ~hti1;.e r, al.; "-t. .... vo.1 uns S\:lbs L 
29 

'...' l.ei r .. i L was 

.:le t..rly .o i:.uapt J~u.aism 1.0 t.Le 1m.1 .... r: r •. conu.i tions of li fe 1.na t it be r.o io-

pe..tii;ien t ou tue wo.l of eve r y J e·1> to become a t o:.e wi t1. t ile bou.;, p 1i ti.'.: of hi• 

..alive c . -tntry. .t:1,ey , t. nerc 1'ore , suu_,11t. 1.0 aoolisl, s.i.cz.. laws vi1. ic1. w .... ul.a. iu-

terrere wil. n t.nei r uuties as ~iti::ens lillu. to re:.o•.e sucn re fere.tlC es i n tne 

al.e.J \.il.ie , ano. whicu rebar ue ... tue J ewisn lite iu •Ile '"'i"-':>,t-10rh 1.S a t.emporary 
30 

...n~ since l.a.ub.i.a~e was then ret;arue~ as a QOl itic~ l ratner 

t.,.rn:.. national ,,,Jll:i!'ac ... e riS 1. iC , tney saw uO ViAliu rc~SOU .O!' its r e t ent ion in 

::.-.. service, particularly wn.en it woric.s a oart!Bhi.1 ou a t:; r ea;. .:>ejority of the 

!> ·~op le who uo t1ot unuerst.ant.1 the Hebr~·'7 la1:~rtaKe • ... ven Hol uhei m, who ra.vo red 
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i t.e r etention of the Hebrew languae e , e nci. ~e:::harieh r'ron tel . ~1ho !'Ou f?)lt oi tte r ly 

:·o r it , ena. Who left t he conference :n P'"Ot.es t on ~Ile i ssue of t.he Hebr ew lang-

ua,""e in t he ritual . adv ocated. its retent i on not on "nati onali:>tic" g rounds , bu t 

becau~e t h e y believed t hat t he Hebr e w l anL-ua&e wu~ld st r enGtnen tae relig ious 
.;l 

sol1.!ar~•:' ot t ne peop le .-J)a?) p 14/> }. Alla. i n h i s l ener of 

9r otesi t o t he rres i ue t of the Confe rence , ~r&.nr.el contenuea. t.nat the removal 
.:;2 

.>Ut. no a ::ient i on 

was oaue anywhe re to Jewisb nat ionalism. Likewis e , in tbe p r ot.ests ~ro~ t.he 

ori.ho.iox wi llb &utt. ill.6t tne "'ru .. .swi c.c .-ouference , ir.::: luuiue i.h&t or .;ams on 

r..,,1':.ae1 ni sb , we finu no oention to ;.ne Cf!ec t t.llh.t tae r emov&l ot iieb rew f rom 

t11e ritual w ... ula. weaken the nativnal c..insci i..ust:eE. .; of the people . vnl;; v&.0 uely 

we tillu r.e !"e anu t u~re :>Ot:e e .:t.!ire:>&ivns 1- .. .n& :-es~v. Sc;. .>1 t_e orthouox 
~3 

ra •• is waic ll .nay be i nterp rete<.l tiS uat ~ onali . .nic. 

~ . ~ne Lite rar; ~olemic ~vo~eu by tnese Conferences . 

~he Bnu:.swick ane the ~rank:fort ~onrerenoes . .aue a e reata"S t ir 

a.":long t oe ::ien of J ewish learnine than amon,; the masses . bec&u~e s ';lch confer-

enoes we re a ne\Y p henomenon i n Je"nsh 11fe wh ich 1nvo lveu. many a:::au.eoi ::: p ro­
~4 

ol9r:is . All the Eebre·..., -.vr lt.incs on the s ua.)ect with but fe e x ; i?µ tions take 

r efo r ... r a.;uis were vu iu allU. u.10utnorila .. ive . ii..mu r.:u.;:; .. Jl' i:eb r~w gs.mpnle:. s we re 

wril.~9n u t. t he t.i !'?le want 111, t. he people 11o t to a c.:ep t. ;.1,e '1.e:::isicms of t.nese 

~un:'e:-cH .:es nor t. o r ecor;nize t J_e l eau.e r..;b i. of :.ne r~wuis who pa '"ticlpateu in 

tue::.. - ost. of theso.: p r ot.es i. s are of v e: r J li i.;.le liter ary va lue . It is 11oze-

ac..&.L .• s t t.1 .e cuuferences 1& L 1ui c;; t i ve of t.Jle en ent t. O wtjic.i t.ne Hebrew 
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36 
l au1:.-uage vias still p reCLominant i n t.he li f e of the Jewish _people of the i.ime . 

Ra_;~>aport was . t J1e r efo r e . just i f ied t o a certain ex.1.ent i n h is resent ment 

ef:a iust the leane rs of the conf e rence for not h.avi ne read his cor.t11un1c a tion t o 

~ be convening ra·oo is on the c r ound •ha t it 1.Vas wrir.i en in Heb r ew vrbich renders 
36 

the !'eadi ng of it at the couference ttnpractioal. 

, ,,.., /_;,p ,,j,t/ ,-p? /'' .If ",JV~.., ,,-~ f H 16, ,if f'P I "' 

~/-!!-) ,;;/JI IJ_:;i "Jey•ft l" ;r~ ,;,_, /#r , .:> ?-*-11 

tfjeD (/,/N,~ f' p;; M• .-IVM..!J /;1!/" ( <JJ' f!?Y' _/.1'"6/P 
' +'~~~ /IN') y 

J!he orthoaox raaois i n their a~~u t omed manner collec t eu a great 

m.uaoer 01· res1iousc.. rrom Auver 116 rauui o:; ~onuemniut, the .-; vn1'e re. c e . 'these 
37 

repo .. sa were uo.i t ea. by t.wo v.ealthy layrneu of ...os tero.am um:.er t.he Lit.le , 11l orat 

1.a-w1aut 11 \.o..'lls teraam l~o ). •he style auu. tue cou .. e ut oi' c.:iost. of t.JJl!Se re-

s:,>01J.:;h i:.re .1ot :!IUCh superior t v thu::.e ol' i.: 1e "_.ibre ha- J>rit" . 1Ve !Jeet with 

pr ac tically t he same pllra -es ol' a ouse anu " i t.11 the same wholesale an'1 uncri 1.ical 

cvn'1e.;uat i o.1 cf every a c t i ou of the refome rs , WJ.et!1er ii. be a n imp ortant. re-

tbn., i:... .::iarria ge J aws or a rer.ioval o f some oinor litu r gical passat:e in the 

i:>raye rboolc. ·~·he only cormnun ica tion i n this collect i o1 •1orthy of :=ant. ion is 
JS 

ti.et of ~ams on ~nhael H' rs~. - °' 
[irsh t e..ces ;.be reforoe r s sever·~ ly to task 

39 
for t heir acti on permi tting intennarri S<:,e . a 11u. ac.;uses tne of pla int; to 

H ie f;aller; b;J legaliz inc ever:i· de si r r to l e ~e l'larture fro .n i r a<.tition on the 

l"l.'1.lllU tr.ht tne leau.ers :::iu:>t ~u::ir.:ii t. to t he " ¢vns..:i :l s!1ess" i:.no. 11 sp i :-i t " o f 

t he li i:ie . Hirsh ..:laims t.n«t ti.ese !mra .. es wl1i c11 \l.' ~r· t.: i ulJ useu. ::- i. t.ne 

::.m1'ere .• ~ 2 s were o,Jy s1.w ;.erf 1"~es 01· c o1.•11:.:i·'11· leau_ ..... w110 u.a1eu uo:. leau.; 

.. e!-ce , tne; ..:ll , os e to be l.:u V;J tile l c;. il.J c:..11.i l t.alize e vr: ry wMn oi tna irs 
40 

u./ ue.;lb.rint t. 11a ;; t.he leaue:-.., !:ius t suorni .. i.o i ue ••s1J irit " o; tne <. i c e . 

-
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Ha a.;i;us ~s t,ne lea.uers or tue l"~ l' o:rm :!I0\1 ~1nr:llt i o. Uilllerminin0 tne auihori ty of 

.. ..i ... ,ds::; by tneir dec l erE: t ion that \.he ·~alr.i;i .... &n.r. even s olJle "arts of \.Jie ::.ible 
41 -

a !'e no l onger b lnuing. lie , tne retore , em:-inEnicallr i....eclb.res LM at the rabbi-

nict.l conferences of ~he re for .. Gl\ nave .io vali...U" , .. h E..t .. oeve r s s far &.s e ish 

U:w i s coucened., anu that t he ~ll who pa:-t icipateu il\il a re unf i t for J ewish 

lea.ie r sh i.t> . 

M ~l't > I V ,,e zv,/b ,y-1/j jj.-11 vvJ,-, -;)@ '•-"!'// '" '_:) -:-

'//;) / ftVA ~ q4 '°""'? o;;,, t!Y"'N ~..:!/N 'e)~ 
/'j 'ffi' I J(/11)19 'eft cfa~,, ~ "~ ? UJ f) f J [; ,,.,~ t/J#/ / r 

11''41/ p:_:1 IY't 'IJ<' 6~ I ~ 1)N .6 '.i /hl' /"~/.-/Id/ 
? ~/, £,,r;> "i) N?/~ ffe 16~ / / '!!:..!!}1..!.:J / /c /~~) 
'C3 _.,, n .{;I ,,f1t4 o f>A I ;, (C:J 7 •1J 'i) I JI'~ ,A,, ~ fi h) 

-~ ,,- ~y.1/ J<!,¥/f"O 1~? / ·M·IV J '-'"' t;;~,N 
~ ..¥.f:J n -0-- /,/ .fJ ' ,t> ~ n 'O~ ola/~ ., ' ..A ,., /" .,_, 

, ,,u,., f / ,;rt "10cJ /~,J /;/i J (/"11- ~·:t:ti) ' 
@J'/r ;J1N r ~ t ,./ ;i .,'..;, n 7 F ,.ft,./"""' 
/6 .A!,/K!!/ I/ l,v,/ 'IJ~ ??~ _;f ~? .:7"?/,/7> 

. ~ ,,4)/ o4,/ c- ('/., I°~? 

.. i r sn is .::ar e ::'ul , •. owev.:r . uo;. to .. bite sw• .. e. Llu t>E:ll(.. r a li;a.l.ions i.. tivJ\. tbe re-

l'O r .. 1ers as t l1t r .,; .,t. o f lhtj ort.hou.o.A. raouis u.iu. lie know.:> tlui.t -..10~ :;.!&.;se wh o 

pa!"tlcipated. in n.e confereuce t 11eru wa s a lso a. mi.io r i t :,· op i i.. i oh w.h :. ~h was ,_ore 

~a·; ,, rb u le io trau.ition an..i Le ·:;Ull.S it to oe tuh .. :j r s toou. tlu..t Y'11a t 1.e ;;t. iu i n 

r ecaru 1,0 t. a e co11fe r a?1ce i .1 c,>t!112 ral uoc ::i .• 01, ap ly io e ·; e r / puri.ic i pont. 

42 
:uu.i ·1 . uually • Li~ewise Hi rsh is not bl in~ t o ~h~ fact :;. hai. ue~lorable -
~<>'.!1.Li ti ons of Juua.isr.t in motle r u ~ i .es E.!"O ue to Mati:,1 ou sh.e ;'orc~s r n&t i enu 

t o uis :1~ t errate Jewish life Eino :-iot -:.o ti:e act iv it ies .:if t.! P. r~ ·'o?".::er;; i:..a it 
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":IH.i _l a ined by :.ios ;,. o!' the orthouox rabuis st t .h' t.ir.12 . he c l a i ms , Jto~eve r, tla 

J :lu.ei s .• ~an be saveu from thes e u.isintec r s.:11'6 fo r ces not iJ1 Livinc i u to t.he 

"ssi iri t. of 1..hd t~" &.s the r eto:nlers uo u.it r ..-t ue r i n c reat i i.~ a st r onger re-
4.> 

si~tan~e a;aiust it • 

.inist e r eve r ,i)Owe r o:· r,;,~is ~ance au'"" i.o ~ rbanize 1.1.e...selves t.CI s t reu..,tr.en 

e·19 r y i 1s .ru:ne.ntel l ty Ylhi~h t"ost>; rS broup oons.;i.,, ... s ness . .he u eplores tne 

Je'·1isn life nas iallen i nto a .... use , enu ne .?'{,"0S ev r:ry )OSGibi lit.y in t.he con .. 

u.<l:t anci h t 1.he :> ~ rvioe of t.he s y.?2,f·ogue t o ren'1'H it .:1ore a .. s ~net io a nt:. thus 
44 

!:laie~ it. ::-.ore i.1 :lu~mt i al i u the iife of our people. On t'1e 1)1.!12r nanu , he 

::i lea s •-ri<.. r. the r e fomers t o be c&.u~ious in their a..:tio11 fo r fea r hat they 
45 

r.-3..r cauf>e a b reac h i n t he "House of I srael"• 

'fhis res ponsa of "'atns ou naphae l lJ irsh i s or.e o~ 1.lic f111e s t. an<i. 

.. 11)si p leasant o i t.s of writ:.ng l a I.he L>olemio a. aius r. r e:i'or:n in Hebrew lite r --
""1.-.re . ii irsJJ diu. uoi a. t.al!i<: any oue i1.uivia.ually nor u.iu J.e ~i<e an.v wholesale 

a.; ~..<Salii0..15 , nc i tner a.iu. a e c .... .. 1,.i.se t.J.e i ssue!> v:l t : .. _pil!'..ili. .. i.} u.!.g r <!ss i.,ns . 

l .. s taau , nis p lea wa:> for ..i.nit~ anu. 1.am c;ny , for o uoerteu. li.' 1.lu:. t o r eoove 

t1 .o:: t vil .;ui..uiuo ,.., pr vi..ili1t,1 i n uuhi srn in orQe r tv c reaie a ::iore for::eful 

l"ilsisi.&.uce to 1.1.e ii .. fluence:..; vi' t m: 13nvirorunen.1. . :-.is recpulltl u:J r.,_>res ehtS <:.. 

ivs t p l ea.;;am • .}l)llt. r asi t o 1.ne i.:au,/ ot.J:era , . a ·ticula.rly 1. 0 t slk:. \. c . .t' .-.a.r.,bi 
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;'r o •. 1 t.t1e reiOl'l:!er~ &.u1.1.. uo1. i..it.er:narry wi t. .!i t ne_, , r o:- 1.ne.; are worse t..ban tile 

Aa:'ai t e s b.nu because t1i.~ir ne i.,l ect of J ewisn :.:.arria.c.:.e laws rezJ<l.ers 1.he i r 
46 

chilure~1 lile~al acooruin& to J e.,nsh Law • 

.-.nother rabc-. illica l pro.es t similar t o ttiat o ~· :> . 3 . Hir~ 

tJ • .J .. t.~11 11C1 t. as tolerant , c ame from ~via. ... eu'l.scn , .-.aobi of :>onre.u, o. S ., wno 

'' ali one O-:' the ':!Os t cult.ureci ortJ:louox rabi.Jis i n ve nnany anu a p r olific raobinic 
47 

writ i:: r . Ris protest a&--ainst the c onference is enL i . led "Asof Asaefahw 

( ~!"':'sslau 1645), and is ~ritt.en in a lucid and fau l tless Hebrew. --eut scb uwells 

!lC"t iculb. rly on t he u.oc. r i ne of "'torah .... in Ba-.:ioamai.m"--o f t11e .Ji v ine revela -

tion of the L'en t.a. teuch , wnich , ne c l a i :is , was re jec.eu. uy 1.h· ra obis 9 r u .;;ei.t 

S I. :. •. e .:vnfe:-eu::es t l ..,...gtl i t. i s 11 caru.i...al u.o~trine i u J u.u:. i sm. I : t his re-

s:>e..!I. , ne says , te;e r eron:ie r b 1.av.::: t;one !'ur 1.i.er ~Ji~ •• t.b.e Aa. rai i..::s oec &u.;;e the 

lai.. e r 11ave v11ly uenieu toe ..Jiv i n e or i bi ll 01' t h e "Oral La:r" while t 11e r d'or ::iers 
48 

i~ve u.enieu ev e.1 i1 .. ~H of ti.a wri i. :. eu Law. ....eutscb ac..: us es tut:: r cd1.>r ..• raoui s 

i1ut v:il.,• or 1.r.eol oe,h;al neres;1 ou.t als" of ... s urpat.ion o f t11€. r~uaini..; u~· ;ice . 

secou<i. ly, i.he.,' a ::-e uot vorseu in J e '.vi si. law; a.nu t.hiru.ly , iheJ uo not llO&erve 

J ewi s 1, p ractic e s , t l..e ue0 l e ci of wbi c .. c.ilsqualil'ies <.he:~ au1.ooa.tiaal.ly l°rom 
49 

ma.JC i nt; &.n:J re fo ms . Like -ta.l)paport , ...eu 1. scb t.ake s iJ.e leaa.ers oi i he 0 0 11-

fere:nces t o t ask for not having inviteo. to t.he a3se!:lbly au1.l10riti es i!t Jewish 

Law wh o are not ot ~·i l}iating rabbis. l.!oreov· r , t he r ".' 1'or-1 rahbis who convene d 

at ~ro.1wwick were ::iot c vnt .-n t wi t , . merely 3 ihecreti ; i-.1 a i .,;.;uss i on of t he 

.u~sireu r~ ,·orm but a ls o r P.aolved to c :.r ry tr,e:1 i n1 o 1 r~.:t i se ; au act which 
50 

Ja .t...;ch c lsi is t,hey haa no aut hurit· l o perform • I n re!,"3.r<.l i. O t.ne li t ur gical 

.;; .. ::.. .. e ..-euts cn is no;. as falllHi::: as t 1.e res~ of 1.is !:.Oll ~o. .• es , tJJ\. he 
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.::., 1~tenus that. the r J fO!'l!lers in •hei r omi ss ion o~· eerie.in litur&L:ai por:i tlons 

t.oo.c i.ltO cousia.erat.ion o ly t.hei r in 1. rlnsi.:: v ~lue anu "'aileu. to r ~alLe "i.il.a t 

.::ert.ai.11 pr .:.ye r s he.ve become nall .. wed by 1. r a1.;.itio:1 anu possess a uni ' ue amot -
51 

ivual a,,peal to r the people. A~ t.o the liut_.uis .. i c p robl e ra 01' tne ll t.urg;r • 

..e-.ts~L cl&i::is that t he r~to:rc rabois a re &uilty of ..Ustortion or lo~i~ , ior it 

hmt:i.J to u;i.u.t:rsi.anu t.lle t. r cLu.il.ional pra.yt rs , t.1 e oi.13 l o._ ical reme..cy :'or is to 

teach them the Hebre ~ laDoOJB.ue , but uot tu Urow i t out o:' the service. Utaer-

wise , one co..ilu c n\! l uue ! r o1. t neir utteranc~s 1.uat t1.e r e l'onn raob is Jui.ve come 

1.0 t.he J->int wnere t.de :1 no l oll{;er r e t,aru t ue .mowlev.~e of Heb rew as e s sen tial , 

i.. wtlCh a case they wouln be [;U ~ lty of a much c;raver e rror . 

He po int s out that t.he Hebrew l S?lf'w&f:"e is t he 0:1ly ~ecii uo which 

<·~~ 1s up J ewisL unity anQ secures t he t r ansmiss i on of the cult tr a l neri t~ e o f 

t r.e ewisr, people . ihe ·,vrit i lll;S Of the ure,oi c -JewiS!l phil ;O :.er.; , t•e scys , 

w.ulu. 1..i:.ve loni:; bee n fO ""tut. ten "oy the peop le a.nu 7.vu lu. Jll:lve na..i. .• .J • i'fec t. upon 

u. ir l:ves r.cri:: it not ;'or t he fac t t..~ .. t.J.Je Lreatu r ,,iart. 1.1 it. ·,;... ~ t.r-:u>~ated 

- - t v ~ne Heb r ew laub'..ia. e . J.'tle remova l , ther • .d'ur : , t He ur e -: rro ..... ne bJ .a, o ue 

c t.. u ei.;..;o .. 11Jlisn o.ily one t.hil1.t.. , u&.'llely, t he d.is ru;n i on of J e-::ish u:1i t.y t ur.>..lt;h.ll.lt 
52 

~ .. e ··\. rl u . As to tne °""essian ic p rayers Wf\icn t he re::'o '"'-!er.; 11ll.ve or:ii tt.ea , 

v.v .; i ri rn: ou\. tnat it is a ,,;1.1 •• t.ra i~tic .. tu l.J" r-:; l it..i Jus :nl .. s i on of t.11e Jewish 

"to tollow i n our lir,;iH '' we .uu ... i cljrt.aiul.r JlbVe a c..iiiul.rJ wne r e tne .i ewish 

; eO!Jle cv..i lu. live a l i re au..:Or.4it1t. t o i ts religio..i ... iu.eab Wli... 'r.nicu C\JUlu. 

6c:r1e c.s an ex.EL!llpl t: iu the worlu.. ...ue uebire for e:~il:l.ll.!i J~t i on uoes .• ot. in 

t .• e leli:.t C·J lu'.bt wit .• ti.e ho~>c :·ur th~ r etun1 to .t'1::. l esiine , i>i.uce tle Je~i:ish 
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!..essianio h op e is univer s a lis tic il. its na1.ure . .JCutsch art:-..ies very in-

f,euu ... ~s l:;t t.l.at t. o re ~N ..,ne ' s r~si...e .1ce i.1 a .!u:.iu t r. ' :.:; t em'>or :.. .r; is no1. in 

i.:.mflic ti wi tc vne ' s c i .. izensniiJ , ror i:· tr. is we '"e :11e co . .; e t ue . . e vtj r J ... s..1 w.ao 

re5a rus uis life i n tni s wod<.:. as .. :::-ans i t or .1 ar.u wort h l ess a mt '1JJu 1>r ya ;:o r 

~ 1 i te i r:: ~ worlu to con.e sl..,uh ... ne - eu:1::u .!i l i :.ensni!> o n ~ne .... r oamol' -.is -
54 

l u~~lty t o one ' s country. 

_.Je:r.=iission of i>it.1::.r- zna._. iut;t1 w11ic1. ilt! cltoims woul-.1. 1.Lesl.l"OJ HH: la.a t i:. eau 
5!;; 

~1r, ic .<:deps ..i .. :'r om u.i s i nt.eun.ti on. I :i c uclu:>iou , 1.e .!n.art.es •.. os t. of Lhe 

:·e~l .::ut. i v1.. s \';ii. .. !Dh.JlY philos ophi c an~ re.. u 1.1iuic ~re,u."!le- i Lt. i o.is , ~~ ii' t. ney 
56 

...Jmo.st i t: t.ne same s t r a in i s iJ.e p : ot.est. of ., . i . ...__~_ ;.p>r t 

·.u.t i :. led. ".:c.h.s.b.3.t ~e~'Ulnb '' ( f'ra.nkfort - on- '...JB.in 1 '.h5 ) . Fuli1>psp ort ' s f t"at'3SL 

ts t.h L f .:1.u lt :· h i s in.~t. weS.:,.ens s:i .. !)ro ~es <.'.ft ~!" S t. :.e !"e!or .er~ . ! Lm 

t '"W~:; e c unta.ir.s w~./ va l h• a rs-ur:i•q ts . Li.ce -eut sch, t ~ ·ld is .~-:.·. ~le so le 

c: t.d · 1..e .;vnferences ·•=.s tv le. a li::e tile lile of .:-.. . . Jt:: . 1ie~.ce of t r:~ e .a~~i -

57 
He a ccuses t he r~ti n~li~tie ra ¥vi s o f 

~· .• L.uu i st.s wi10 Wi\.i. t z.eir ner .... eneut.i,;; _r-·.i.Jt?S ~':::o !'e ~. l u t. u _>rese rve J .. iJ.c. i sm 

. ~· J.. i :·e , ha_pp&.pori \l.Oe!:i oi u~l ieve tH"""~ ur~il t r::...i:· re fu l~ .. ~ 4.::-!£. re4:'lO Vt: t. lie ? 1, 
!..9 

:...stee:.u. .. E: uc: liev•; .. '.1te: \. w!•t:'-'6 i.. - Jrep1..1.cies wil l ue re~lO..icileCI. in t.i._e . 
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rel 1_.io .. an ... tJley ha ve ... nl.l r ..:u ... ere l. J ud.ai.;.a voh .. of .;..,nt•?nt. l:.nu. o~ s.:iul ~nQ 

.~·.• e .1.epriveu. me J e wis h peo. l e OA' ihe .. ysii ..;E:: l e l e1ent i :t1 reli~iot. :·or ""LU. Ch 
60 

t. 1.e · \"il ! .iebin to s eek i n othe r re l \g"i ws cul ts . 

j/M( (!.fth l?nr I Pil r 'Jib a/fl "J t/r yd/, /'O d/~/ "..:J // 

j ,;r ,,tf< ;,vi y I v,,,. /'"" "" , ,. 0t1 j) K &H.I ,., y,, ..,, ., "" 
,,,,, C?'V / µIr , .:> ~ 1..71? ~ />/-, ..!)/ ~ ~ .::!:!/ -A ~,,I? 

. /y ti l"'J?' si-<t'../ fv.W n jr- :> &k 

32_._ aport a sser;.s thal. t: e r 1: ! n!J'.> uel uu.e t.ne selves i.n thin..c-

1~ t li • the we1nernizt1.l. i u .. u 1' t. tle J e-.·ri s1. rel i t. i on wi ll s olve ti.e ,p roolei~ of 

...nt.i-seoi tism. he (.;Ontenus t. ,.at 1ohe vuris t i an wor1u. wi ll uever i:>econe re-

.; ~ .. ~ileu wit .• ne Jen s h jJe op l e u.ul e:>s the lr.t • er a;c e)t .!hrisLic:.hit,/ i:i its 

e • . :.rety an11 t t:ut.t t.he c;entile ·.i.'Orl a. will na ve , r at. er couiemDt :ror tne ~e­
ol 

l t. i s t i.e bit ter i rou.,. ot fate , .1e s • s , tlat j 1tst. at. I. hi? time 

1· 1,.e:.. t h'3 ""Orl .1 is ~illi~-t:. t.o l' cor;ui ~e us as cit izens at our llWn 1. e~_s t La t t!le 

:-e:'or!!!ers '.Jet;in to a . ou:i.ce one essential ttoct r i ne a t'ter anot 11e r in the tiope 
- 62 

o: a . t.a i ning i lluso rJ bliss . :18.ppapo r t 1::-« :!S t.he r fl)r.Je r .3 sev .,.r e ly to task 

·'or ueclar i ng that .l.'efor::i J ut.Ul1s:n i s i?i line •; i th .L·e.JnuuL: tr'l. ition. ~inile in 

i . ~ iv il ~~tiers 

w1. i .: •• ra 

( l??Af /"J//'.J-t 14.:,/.:/Vifa ) vr iu ::.i.:1..:11 

i.! . t: CaptiO!I 01' '',")~ .c/ r e;:. •• • 

-



--186--

nowev~r. e ither overlookeu. or aeblet:teu t1.e pri r.iary 1 i.mitatioa ol' a ::>yno1.1. a.nu. 

eus.!:: te illegal r •:i orms. Ra.ppa_Jort , a.l .. o , pu h. :::. vut 1. he wea.otess of the 

pos itio oi· tue rel'ormers i u t:U~n they s eek t o e staolisu the va lia i t y al' t he 

J eth la\'1s on tue u&.sis oi· ani.i~uity , as it is ap_'-'arent in tneir a1sregaro. of 

t ne raouinic e uactineni:. s Of talmuuic a.11u. p ost- t t.lmuuic autnori 'ti e s . ?.a.ypa.port 

Si.,'.lp~hl6 poi. t i.. abolishi1-t; th e Law. I n n is vie ,.,, it i s t.n.e i uirinsic value o f 
64 

a l aw an~ not its ant i quit y ih.at Live~ i t i ts uinui ng powe r . He , t h ere l'o re, 

·11a ~_1s the r .:for .i:ar s t h at by .. isre~ard.i?Jb 'the oeremo1 ial la\'t they will only 

:.mt:.er:nine the soliu.a?:ity of t he Jewis11 peop l e , anu he p l ead.S wi t 11 tnem to re-
65 

t ract befor e their actions l ead to ha:-mful resu l t s . To t he r a tbis !'1110 

clai r.ieu tl1a.t t heJ a re not fight ing agaiu st ~al::!!Udic trau.ition .,ut onl y a t,.'"3.:.nz t 

t Ls ''yo.ce" ol' t h e •tShul nan Antic" Rappapor t ironically sa~·s , tt.at t hose ro .;oi s 

WJ1u s .:e1: t o i'ree t het::'.selves 1' r oc: the •1;;ro~e" of t he " Shul han Aru·:-'' wi l J in t. i~e 
66 

b'?~ooe enslaveo t o the "yo1te 11 01' t .ue r arna.ss i m" . 

l e&ue rs or t he confereJ~e~ mv s • severelJ for not ua.vi1~ i nv i .eu t o the ir .w-

libcrat.ious s c hol ars a.;.a. laymet~ oe.ny o f whom over snauoweu t.i1e ra u.., i s 1.1 J e· . ..,i sb 
67 

leu!"n i ng. 

!1a).:.>ap ort a lso p l el.us t hat rel i . i u.is a nu J ewish i n t e r na l 

.E)vl e ::-iic:; ~hl)ulu. not. be carr ieu on i n ihe Ge nnan lancua~ , 1mt in Hebr ew, fo r 
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· n~ a~~w; ;. t\vn; t.l.ro;-n ~--a:nst. ea..:h o ·r.e r oy t.h .. Olposiu1 pari i es ot.l:; rur -
60 

::iis1 . ... lco::ie ::iate r i a.l for an t. l-se!!litic a 1·ita ;.ors • 

...ate ria l , he quot es a s e nnon ueliv ere.i by one of the r .? :'o r .J r-.ibJ i s ,_4r1 !'1G ;ne 

..:onfere?Jce i n a syn.a.got a t .:>run swi...:r. , wn i cu was a t.i. e uv..eu by Jews ~m •. 1•entiles . 

1.1 t. i s s ennon , t he r& ..... i ..:oncluu.es as :'o l lvws : ••.tor .!18.u~· nu •• '4l"eus o f ~· ec. rs the 

t ellec t. uhu emotions h.2.ve become st.a . na:i t. bec<l.us e t neir l i l'e 1Yas 1notivate:i only 

r -i:;ult. , I.he, uel,an to 6 i u.c iu t..t:e mire I.Ul t. il our ~ ... nc rati o11 cca.me a:u .. saved. 
69 

•L~. I J' r <).. it •°' 

J-= i s u ,.1t. .. o r , &.nu ue gu i nu; out r.is .. o r cal lJ . ti.&. t. t.ne J 8"-6 L.ave ~11'e._,· :. \Jeen 

a .. rea&t. o:' t.ne s._Jirii of \. J.e t i me -.·men t ne,y we re p reveu t. ea t ro,. v..oint. !.O by 
70 

-~; .. iut- : or c es . lie e: 1Jres s es " is at .. e r im1ig?'8.t.io .. ~ .. iu.s i. t lle actiul• of ttJe 

re . or.ers i n pen~it till(; 1 t e rmarri a &e . iu the ir renunoiati on o f t.ne t r-ui ~ i onsl 

~:.sia •• ic .J r eyers . However . nis arb\U!l~l):. s on ; h'!se ..Jv L ts :ire p r act ical ly the 

s&."":: .. a s t h ose of ' -1r :lh and ..oeu:. s ch ana neeu not be reiterat ed.. A S t o the 

0 0. t ion norl ect Of thi:> rel igi .1U :.i practices a.'llOn l.) e!"laOC i y=i. ted J e 'I:; , .:~ ipaport 

clair.s t hat t. he ra bbis c anno t nel 1 bu t. ta<e a morl• f ir ... s t a nu in the i r i ns i s -

t: e rtce on t1.e observ~1ce of 1.he minu i. i ee o r ::. be L~w, oe..; u .. e c.;u · - i 1_ t o a 

J'3 •Ji sn l!.w , r e l i g iou.> 1) ract i ces c w:uot. ue r·~ !or .. 1eu.. ... ,.e rau1.1 is r:iay ~nt;.. e some 

...i~~ t. _.1., oiue \.h& i r time ...n t i l t he cunu.11.to .• s .~.:o.::e !-O r e .:uuu..i...;ive:Jr tlle 

ooserv&. .. I!& o f t1.e Law c.n" ~t. il s uch t i-=.e :.neJ :nus t a .. .. .i .. e ~ :osi. t o l er.:..ut 

&::.1.i tu.ue t.OV'~ru.s 1.oi..- ooservers , so c.s ..1ot. t o a lien.ate t.he- rro .. 1 \. nc l'o lu.. of 
71 

.. Ju.t.1 s:n. n c on• l us i v , .rapp&.p ort .:ri t le i::. ..&. 1:>ev e: r;::l~ t 1 ... pe r :.>on .... e l of 

i .• ~ retor- r~o.,1i.ia:.e . h e I'viuts out \.UC.\. .JOt 01 l y i .,, tt.&ir r01owleut.,e o f 
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J u....u i.om • e r y sup erfic ial uut t 1.e ,, a re i.l ... o u...fc.. il 1• r •\ 11.n Jewisu life . He 

.; lui~i:. •taot ::lOSt 0 1' t ne !'\.tor :-. ra ·~ is v'f 1.1s t i.::e i.re .. ei. wno 1n 1.neir c 11ilu-

t•w~ 1.1 1uu. 111. t le or 110 J ewisu t rai ni.-t. , w110 u.t: rive .. 1.n~ i:- cl.:::en1; &. r,, 6.ll. ni blie r 

e ... u(..! .. \ 1..,, , i n non-J e '.'illt• sohu.,U1 uu 1.1 wuo event r;ios 1. o 1· 1.1.ei r 11 ve~ 1.1 .; i 1. ies 

' ..-m1..:u nave a ne t;l1t,1ol e J e-..ish pop~l&.ti uu. vnl.1 £. ft.. r t.&Vi UG rea.>heu. oa •urity 

u.1 .. \116,i' a cquire fi sma1. t e rif1b o f ewi:.u l elirn iu6 r:sv .. tlJ : ro::i non-Je 1sn ;.ext-

bol.l .cs , anu. have , t uer .. tore , no f eel h.t, tor nor wiuer ni.an1.1ng of J uuaism. 

Ra1Jpap ort contenus, the r · fore , 1.ha1. if Y111a t t ne r e formers claim 

i s true , nn:.:ie l y , t bai Juuaism mus :. be aujus t.eu 1. 0 the asp i ra t ions o f t ile Jewish 

'>eu J} e , t he ao. j ustr.ien t r.iust be r.B\te b~· i.en Wh o m ow .J uClal sm anu who '.DO" the 

J pwi:;i1 reo,>le . ...os 1. o f t h.e r .. !on 1 r a bb i :; . howev."! r , ar ! • ll"ttaliti '!u fo r such 
72. 

a t t.slt unu n.a Je no :i.u\.hor i t y ;o t a::iµe r wi t 1. 1 t. . 

"t • .; 011..:l ut. i on . 

i.. i.1.c _\1011.t.i.:al ev unt s o f tu<! ti::ie 1. i.at. liHle at. 1.en t. i o.1 ,::..,111.J. ue L.iu to 

or r. evcu o.~c&ues of t he nine teent 1. cent..:cy very 11.t.tle wa& uone t o auva.~~e t ne 

c,,ase of reform iu .vea t \! rn ... urope . ..:ous e1ue1 t.l;,· , t. ue p ol emics .;:onc eru iug 

t. t.e r e l i.;i o ..<.; r c r'oruiG i u lien:iany suiuiue u.. .'rue, DJll.81 01,;a l re :or:is o f a ~ouerat. e 

.cii . .o avnt1uueo. to be .n1. ro..t'l:.ce<i in can..; ...:ont:rer· t.i 1.a , but the,1 no l on,r.e r 
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Cer.::lf:.t:,~ ... • ·} b .e .... .i.ore an1.1. c:ore e·1en a::onc J e"Tisr, Gcholars , E-nu. i t no lOD£er 

:; rvet.. £...; a me<U UL :'or a.iscus s i l>G vi t:il Je-.'1L:. p ro 11l err.s tr.rvutr.vu t. ••es te rn 

fN... .. rm:.L/ t 0 ..;c..s 1..ern - uro_,e . ur.uel;; . i.O uco liCi<-, Lil.h..iania . .t'olauu , ..;JlQ. 

(no t e : the r:aterial co111..:ernin,, 1.iu:: c 1. r ..11>l le l'or reforms i n ( 

n;. .. sia wu.s u1n1\.teu l'or lec.i<: of t ime , a:1u. will be in.:l~ueu in my ...oct.or o f 

J i VlUit.y theais OU this SUuject . J 

n. i s . 
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Weil , Dr. _ 

Wei ss, I . ii . 
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llo l t , G. 
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.Bl 3LI OG Hd..?RY 
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Jh ' e l oi Utshubot 
rressourg 1864 • 

.Ji. bre I ge re t 
3ouelhei m 181, . -
~!1e .t:volut i on of .!ou0rn Hebr .:w Literai.ure 
liew Y-or.te 1916. 

Aron Jllorin 
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Zikronotai 
Marsaw 1895 . 

Dor ~r v ' iJorsnov 
vol. 5 , Berli1, 1924 . 
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Yah r buch fur Is rael i t en 
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Di bre ~h~ l om V' eme t 
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Uan lia ' ul 
"larsew 1 • .:.6 , vol . I. 

,.,iict Q,Pitn ..n. I\. h . .'i. 
Jarst..w l .Jdo . 

"efer H.amiuot 
flarsaw l ocsB . 

1ia ' wJar :..al':or ~n 

oerli u 17...iB. 

l sal.C !10a.n .. .auhei:.1er 
Wein 180~. 

~i b liotheca neor~ica ~ost-~en~~ 1s s ohilic..;ia 

Lei!>zig l 891 . 

Cmlnuiit- uiJ r A.nuacht ues 1,euen-~empel- verein it. H!:atnbur g nai.iourg l cl l ':I • 

.:'!'Ol o.-colle der e rs ten ita.bbi uer - versat'l.. .lWlg _jraunschweig 1'3'£4 • 

• -..:is t t:: r u.c:u:i 164 b . 
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Ahiasse !, . r s . 1891-9 , 1900, Varsaw. 

Allgemeine .. e l tung u.es J.i1..ent l.u:cs , vol . 8. 

Di P.ure Haitio, vol . 2 , 11 , l~ • . ie..uia • 

...A'l r Orient, vol . ~ . Leipzih • 

n! .:. if, vol . • ilarsaw. 

uB.J(.:lnue l, yr. 167!.i , Hilna. 

bb.!IUibi u. , 166~ , Lyck • 

.c. .... ," ~"" ... t f , yrs . 1704-8 , 1766-90, 1704 , 180J-ll, A.on i t,&uerg. 

~- ... 1til oah , vol . 1, o c::r l in. 

A.. ?'e.J ~b::i~ u. , • iea:..a , vols. 2. '"'• ::. , s • 

... 0001. .. ~nri;" t t'ur ueschicht unu "fi ss~~c1..o:t ues ., 11.ienu.u::is , rr. l b6 l , .,:,ress l au. 

vzar Heh.r:ioo , vo ls . 1-4 . t1e .. ua . 

~arueo , vo l . ' , Ouessa. 

~ule..mith , 1r. 1818, Lei ps i g • 

.'li aSellSCUS.'t lictle ..!ei isc n ri.t t"Ur J 1.1ui .. i.e l'lleO l Ut i e , '· • ud •;!T , vo l. 2 . 
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a--; r v 3i:1S • 

1. ;{ ..."h ........... BLY .:ifRYDG OF ~ ~ • 

... c orres _iono.ence fro !:! Schwerin 

An article by .Uoses Eenuel sohn 

vol. 17 86 .P • 87 

" " fl " 
,, •• " " .. l anonymous ) 

a . • art i.! le b~1 a. 2 ol1sh ::fabbi 

..nothe r corresoouuence frorn Scnwerin 

.... r~ icls by woses ..!euu.elsohn 

LrepriL~eu i n Bekiture l:!a 'itim 1622/3 , p . 23 ) 

" · ~' ... VC.dI1 G 'l'.K.cl w~ OF 1~ G _;:t:.;.,:; UJJGlllG:! D .. ~ s :rnAGOG. 

~~ol o~et. ic art.ic le by I saac ~uchler 

.Q. .ieview of ...eviu .rrie ulanaer •s 11lep}1ilaill I s r ael " 

.; r it1c isl!I ot rnecbanical Hebrew s e r vices '4Ue to i 0 no::-ance oi 1}eop le 

t.. . ,, ... :tR01:J.. vl:' .• uH-JM~~ !)I J3u; ~.;Hv.U~lil..? . 

4rt. i c le f avoring Bible cri t. icis~ 

" 
,, 

" " 
::,. n..!1 .. ~/.. 0 ~oIHIC OBS0m:ull.n s11. 

6 • .H VIL LAW VS • .,,E~OI\llL I.AW • 

.::ditoria l l etter co1JCerniUo the conflic t between Mi li ta11· c onscri 1ti on 

anu t.lle obs erva:11ce of the ; e!'emonial Lew 

Jorresoonc.ience betwnen t ne r aifo 1s of 'iriests anu ti•os e v f Ji e . tr a on 

tni~ subject 

4 lett i? r to t ue Je .•1s of •~est!,nalia ci>n~c:? r11i nt; the f 1..wc tiO!. vi t ne 

..:o . . i. i story , iis r.; li1.,iuus authority BJ;..:. its attit~ e t o reror!:.S 

II " 154 

I i " 1 '69 

.. " 179 

.. 1756 78 

II •• 163 

.. 17 35 5 

•• 17 t!o 20::>-IO 

11 II 141 

" 1'90 1Q6 

" 
,, 

,, ,, 

" 17~4 

,, 1788 

.. " 

" l ol O 

57 

67 

16 

331 

J86 

9 
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7 . HE.BRl!': IT .?R.HCOlil{J !A J.'l ON ..lffil!iG fu:LIGi uC:... :>.:: :CH.;& . 

71esse l y ' s p retereuc e fo r 1.i.e Seplla ruio 

8. ON Jt:WISr~ ~DUC~IUH. 

~li jah .liorpurgo of l t.alJ 

Yosel Ra.chnowe 

...aton :Voltsohn 

...n &..ua.ress by .t:il!'~.ie nnan i n t ne Wilh elm ~chool 

• let t e r from tne ~~ucation ~ociet~ of Alnsteruain to t.a.at of rle rl in 

A le t.Ler o l' t. ue same s o..;iety to 1.ne J ewisu ..;oro:nunities i u ~-iollana. 

Allot.her le t t e r to t l!e Jews of ~Ola.no. urbi ng t hem t o s tua.y tile 

languat,;e of their c uu.r.1. ry 

An article on eduoa t ion 

A s e r:non on Jewish e<J1loation 

a SP. r ies of a r ticles on modern reuagogy 

ti •• .. " " •• " 

vol. 1809 p . 269 

.. 1786 66 

.. l '/89 176-87 

•• " 37;:, 

" 1794 78 

" 1809 188 

.. ,, 282 

.. II £86 • 

" 1810 22 

.. 1811 14, 40 

.. l e10 18 , 63 

It 1811 26 , 56 



1. HA.!JSU !tt -'3:.Y.; RBOOX. 

The first 3e fo r:n p ra1erbook f or public r elleious ~o rsbi l wa s t he 

l!ar.iburg Pra~rboo,c (1 8b I entitle<! , "0 runung lier Oertentlici1en M.ua.'!nt tur '11.e 

:;ao.,csth unu •esctarre de s tjanzen Jmires n.ach ..a.eu \jeb re.ucue ues eue?l i'em9el­

'ierein" , i n l:lebre .v an11 i n German. Previous t.o t b i r. e l.lition tb\:r e we re several 

!>?'byer boo.cs 111 ;oore or less a orio.ge u l'or::i, i n tue ve ri_acula r, uut. , be i ug i nten­

a.e .... t or private u.evot ion tney arousea. llO ou. o:: i tion on t l.•e part. of the o r thou.ox 

J cr:.3, i he tirst 3eform p rayerbook wc..s t .... e uue ..isoa. at. ~1e first ~o.~ti r ~t.i o ... s~r­

vi.~e &.t. tue r.uj .. e ut l s re1.el J&coo:.o ..... at De rl in 1n 181!> . ~s :ru~·erbou-t cou-

tu1 i.eu no t.ex t.ual CL &.Jlge s •· any aoo~ excep t. i,,_.at so1"e ..Jra., ~ rs vere trwislct.e a. 

i_t u t.J e v~ru£cular ~n11 , t. !le "-..t&af" .:;>ra,, e r wa:; ~owpletely o .. i t.t. e<i. inis .t?ra e r ­

bo -: was late r on publii.tteu. i u pa.:::ipnlet. fonu not. i:..uic c. tillJ:, t.be Jear B.Uu. .J l &ce 

ot .> iltil i..::at ion. It s e rveu as a tem_>orc.cy rit;u.al for tne uew for, .. of service . 

At. .irst ihe] _>uolisneu. t.he r1t.u.l f or ~aboatil anu !iew Ye~r ouly, a.no. lat~r on 

tho,: ,lub li6heci r 1 t.ual ~ ·or the :. n r l·e festiva l s anct Yo_ A.1 ,pur (l)ern"e l u .t. :1. Ji . 

!l:P• ~40-3 ) . 

I n 1817 Ginsburg a:ia ta.ey p repa r eu a new tc~ ora ry r itual ~nich 

v1as ~seu. 1:: :he ocrlin r • fonn c ot:=!luni t y ti ll 182"" . ~his .t?ra;yerbooit ~olloweci. I.he 

t!'!lui ~io::al rit.u~l ei.ce_'.\ : t.ru. t it was abr ici.1 eu. am. Lt.at ::".t. :i:: _, r~·;: r.; were 

t r.._:1s l at.eu ii.to 1. r.e v..;. :-nacular . Eo..,eve r , in .lo .. ~ I,;)-:: <.t.e .. e :ro.., e r bo..ics were t. ne 

O::J is:.ions 01 !Jr~ers •1tt1i.,1. 1.<.;.a. rafe ~~ce to t. •• e reu.JU. ti< <>.:.'1 t. I) l.n ?"'!Cv • • s ·. n:.c~-

1 0.1 o f rc.. l ~ .:::.ii.e l l oiu , >: . , .... .... -7) . 

~he r.a wcr-e seve ral o; r,et·?n..yc roo..;r.s , .Jor e or le .... , O i 1..1e s~e 



('*) 

t orm, not.aoly &'long wb lcn is the one ..... uli.:>11e ... oy Ab J'SAS::. ..;ww. r ( l ulu, y _ . 70- l; 

J o A o t V Ol e oJ , p • 104 ) e 

~ot w:t.i l t.he"Haco1.1rg-.eaipe l-ue oetouch1' 7r~s u .e r e a cousi- 1.ent 

~ra e rbook of a .speci fio Bei'onn i deolog,.. . ~he eui tors ot t his r il.ual we r e 

~ . I . =:r-a.n.<el and l . """'• .:>ressl au . .oeine of a conserva t.ive tempe rament anu. 

gossessi~ a tine apprecia t ion to:- tra u1t ional f oru .. , tne:1 succeeQeu i n .orouuc­

ing fi 4.>rayerboo.c t rue to the t :-a ditional s pirit :ret satisfying t ne neens ot t.he 

t i::ie . ~he outstanding out.er cnaracter1J t 1cs of this hamba r f ritual were: ~hat 

t h9 read i ng began tron the h: f t slue of t he Pra,yeroook and. t.he Heb rew ':'las p r o­

noun.: ea. i n t.lle -'epharuic styl e. • s to t he coni. ':!~t of t h e nr •.:.''? rs , t ne edito rs 

1u::.c1. >r i.i.arily five a i !!!S i u vi ew• na::iel y : ( l ) To elir:inate the ·•eesu<ce D' Zi :11ra" 

s :> .~ucn as r>ossi ble u. t.ne Hebr ew in Or ..ler 1.0 nllA"e r oot:? f or t ne .,et"1'b11 h,rnus ; 

l2) ~o abor eviate a.nu. t.o t. r ans l ai. e i n t.o the veruac..Uar non- obl1t'.atori ur a ye rs 

a. •• t.v elimi 1JB. t~ tJ1e ::;i lent r gcitt..t ion of tile ~ib1!t.een .le1 • .:u.ictions in or..t~!' t.o 

.i~ :e tne s e rvice nno.e r s t. oou a nu. .. l.Uburuensoine t. o tne a verahe person oi limi ted 

~.ow leut:e of h eb re'il ; (~I lo s ubs ti tute i.ne .,epnaro.ic p iyut.im ror t.ne .asnreuv.z1c 

becb"... ~ e ot t ne uperiority ot t.ne t or:Ser (see uo ~ e chap. ~-6 J; (~ ) ~o elL.­

i ..w.e sucn rei'eren..;es a.uu, pra;e rs woicn imp l y tiiAt t.he Jews ret,e:..r.:.. u .e- s e l ve s 

a .. st.ralJeers in t.he ir 1..0.Live lauu. { t ueJ 1.LiU. noL u.isc&rt1. , .ioweve r. i ue oeli"° f 

i r. 1.i.e ?'>::> 1.l)r a t.1011 ot .,ales t.it.e lillu i u t Jle r ec o1 a t r uct.iou of t. i.e J!eu19 l -e ) ; l i. l 

t o el i!::iu&. . ':! sucn retereuc es ·: Jli t;i, L:rgl y th.eo l o0 ical noc t. ?'ine a uc l vh1_er t.e 1.a.:ile 

i ll tite li tJ! t ot moo.em thintCi!lt,. ; na.::ne l y , t.t1e beliefs h. a p13 rsou.al U.e:;; .. iah emu 

i~ t.:ie r es 1. o ratioo o•· the sac r11'icia l ~ult . .out 1.nose pra-.;1 r ..> -.vJiich re:ferrea. 

t o t.he s HcrifL;ial .;ult as uaviug been praciiseQ in t.1.e pa~ i wer" l e:'t u:.t.t, ..icneu., 

becaus e these W<>!'e h is t orio tac t s v1h ioh 11e•.:ci not oa 1e:r.ie~ . 

I n oru'I! r 1.0 unue r !li..ana t he t e11u •11 .::;1 of thi s .>:-a_.ie rbook i t ·•1o•ld. 

s·~ J: i.~e t o fri. ·1e a c:.eta1l ea a.nal:;sis of t ne ::>a.bi>~ th ;;.n-.. !eS t. i·:a l "·a;;- r s . 
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(:;v .. ~· nr a,v<>r wh1.ct. i s writ. t en in tr.e v· rnacul ~r 1:. .~:-<ea ·vi t n a:1 asterisk) 

1~~0 1"> 11? .:JI'' (Genna.n ·1um) ; UJl(,n ,.;,{ , .-(; ?/Al~,, 

M>li..u:.JS ~1;e,, :.a insieau. t,( ,JJ/i/1i1( JI, j ey? ,3 /1 /• ·/_;) ,;:::. 

( 1·or 

e~ 1rif ..AIJI'(,_., Jlb"r '-"t,' ' v~ JIK' * ~ J_,,v .1 " / ' ".J' ; -y~/>A J:JJ•'P ,_,,o,/ •v !//'41'..AN/,. /"";},/ 

~'11_/J -!j" ,. + /Jt ...A{r ; //' ~ ,,/ ., . r,,,4J/A Al .,' .fr~1J ~? ~, ~, 

I~ e-'/;; ./--"' ;; (, , !/, incl••'"l; ,h. _,nra•• _,, .. , v ,. -~ 
f*/F>~ <>t'!/7 ~,11.M-l)/•/.,f;, .f'IJf ! J f;.,t, 6 ./ JJ?-U1? / ;rl't. ,, ,~ 1, 1c lac.; or..i.i r~ 

to l. L.e ~epnaruio ritua11R:,, .., e"'/;/ /.A/J ' e- 1../' <inis Asl.4uish 

o~uL..i. kS l'oL.ows : ,J!:1'.// ':{': /r·--:'/-"./ JG/Iv /~FJ • ~,.? ,., ,,It -ey ,/ h,,1'-" ' .. ,, 
. ~I n '.fi 0 / ,, ;?,h-,,/ A'~-~ i L or..icr t.o 

t.ave some r e fer.wee to L ... ortalitJ , anu isteau ol' Lae ..fa1~ t-~I 

tney 

11. J.1u'(}U . ... ' fui.Y .. ~ ~u=' JAbliA!i'H A:~.J l ..J ~·1 .. ,J.l:i . 

l .• /-10 /I i ":? ~/ 

2. • -n.., :.v, n .JI_)"? 

~ .· /' ~fNi> / /i./> 

4. • 'Yi -r"?f'" ""'" J?./J!i 

:,, .. ? ;-1'(, //~? 

o.• , ,fv fl; 11.Np ?/,,/{K 

? .· ,/I(;, JJ"'°V 
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'3 . /J?~/ 

}.;. /4' ../' K"" 7 
lo: . 1:-.J1! cJI#/{ l it be bi ns . noweve r . f r orJ t..ue ve rse l'lj/ ~, ..JI~/; ) . 

l 5 •1f?p,174jw11#..JJ?j-1'lth e eli ~iuaieu t i.e pra~ -=r of /;~/ ?d- ). 
but left the wo rds r e J_'.,j' /:...e. ~;v/23 / j> f/L/d) 

/ 114 / £/r,,,.{ /? ~ .///?. / .c; ~ .(., / 

b.1. oru r t.o c om .. Jly vii t i. the trau.iti oual l aw it.at a ) r &.yer ior rt?uer.i 1tion 

rJ.ts t p receue t11e ~i.:,,1.t. \.een >Jr; •• eu.ic t.i ons). 

1 ii. 7) {;}--'> {r.:ci tt:u by tne cc..ut.or ). 

fi e l':J_f (<..A ':J/H,i) j.;, ;/y>- /.hhJ ../rl-I!,/?) 

/' iµ, /'--t- .1 -v aJ-1 / (!/-ra 
17. 

18. 

19. • ?/-V -v'/ Uc 

hr t i?)--, 
21 . ( Ge nne.n EJ !.1!1 ) • 

22. 

24 . 

~}<? / 17 r ;J/f. { b"..s :, natl o f 

,fJ) I)~'/~ I A;;:, 
"]) If; _Ai) /~ 7 ' 
I} ,,;v, 7) _.A/_J e.? 

/ i~,,..., /Y .;y/ i • 

L 



20. 

21 . 

2s.• 

29. 

..,... . 

l 7 I 

•1 J~?") __fi,,f"F).} ) { reaJ. v:i t u -:~nt illat ions ) , 

e,~ ;J /I 

J ;s/ .v") / ( for tua oles~ i 1. ~ of tne ne w ooon j . 

1/17> I p.ne rei.ur n of the ~orol to t.J e ... rkl. 

et~// 4 .,., 

;./,,,. _/) {;r, \The \>Jh ol e prayer i s tradit. i oual ex:e~n t.hat insieao. o f 

(./1 /:l ...n ~ tney insert. eu. t ne :,e~1.aruic ri r. ual whioh i s e s !oL ows : 

. /-, ,;r·&- ft/ a/.dl .?~ c-t'l.e ../'~Al .:J-o ,,~ ::i '-"' '!...9 n t.,;I 

..)~ ' -4> / _IJ~ I - - - / ///-::U -/IJ-t ;./,., }:!../, ~? ~/7/ ~)M 
~o/r /1?1,/ / ' "'"'?"), ~ ~I-?' ...,7~,/ J"'f u /? / :/:rl" 

yr~~ µ ,-/) J-¥J//) _,:/'-"/ ,,, /.A"-a. ...;r<frl-

2. s '.Jv :i.u Fi.AliDU.t ... _, u.Y .... . '\DIJvK OF 1841 . 

I n orde r t. o make t he Tern9 le .t> rayerboo.~ a\:.:epiat>l e to a (; ret.t e r 

UJ:1be r ot !Jeoy le m&.ny 1_oui ticat i ons were lll&Ue t o re i1 .... e r 1 t .• ure i;u1~serv~n ive , 

t r.is new eu it, ion i s entitled. 11~e1.Ler Ho- Aboua.H - l.iebttt.oucJ. fur .. Lie Ge tent lie he 

Jn r~au~ liclie au-.i.a.;nt u.e r I s ra.el i "en n.&.~11 ..te1_ ueord.u~n '1es heuen I s r-..i.el i r.i:S~! en 

te:npe l s L t !:a':lburg" llia=iburc l d4l), •t u.e out.stE!.UUill£. r.ioui fie t. i m1s oi· t.his uew 

e..t . t i O!i i s t nt! re inst i t u tion of \ine wve1la.a :>r.-.yers of tne r i tuals ror t uri m 

oo ..,r •.·11 ie1. ''e r e orr.it. 1. ed L. 1.ne ldl~ a clit iou. vi. t.ne othe r 11fil!J. , r.ne a u.ii. ors of 

1.11e l:h l rray~rbooi< v1P.re :nl)r13 -:ui sis1.ent i n eli'!:J l1l6.t.in._: sucn N .t'erences wni~h 

i .. 9lie ..i e:ny p oli1.ical aspirat.i o .. s o: -i.he J ewisi1 :>eo,pl e a.nu a l so sabs:.ltut.ed. 

enoan ~r.nns l'or the ..,e~h8ruic p i ;utim -.vhic1. were i.1t rouuceu by the 1'or:r.e r eu.ito r s . 
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J~taileu analysis or tile w~ekly ritual. (Gern:e.n tra.nsla tio.s marKeu by asterisk) 

.,,. n ,.-e~ , i">fk ~; ~ / .JJ ··', / ~Y' V -"'l f'/.N r-J_/4. .., ./ j,.1;"} -., J> k 

~ /,/;? n Jt lc ( t. lls :' irsi ano. the se::ond) ?K//(, ./hr> / , ft._;) , 0 / 

( /'' " Jly-1. /., •/)/· /1 fC../H,. > e'!./? d'n.: U"/ .: ,,-"fo1 LA/-"./ 

"" ;? t- "' '17..?J,;; ,; /~.JliVr';,l"' ) / ..-{ # ' n ~-, / .: c.-t-Jd ·7.t.~ ..,, ~~/ _,,,..,.fr 
y lk -AU-r 

Tbe Ar itt.ah : '•'he firs t three benedictions anu t.he " !-Cl "1'lShah" i n Eebrew, 

to i.1 uen.-.:i .• ·:1i t r. t ne ol!lis sion of / ,.,11 /J .n_.A /c 

(~~/,// / .ae oe n •u.ict.ion b iieb!\?W. t o 

.i!J.e / i ntro.iuce tne rea.uing of liallel fo r ..::tos1. lfouesb , nan..ua.tl , hllu Jemi- Holiu.ays . 

ur,tf ~,l/c l'Or Ule ten ua., s of re 1Jent.anoe . £heh tney 

rec ite<.L t.r..e Aa..1.u.is h anu closeu. wit!. a -zermc..u n.;ron.s . ?or t h e aa.:;s of ...'orah_ 

re!: .... L"' ~i.e., i .ul rO<A.Uceu tz~ reaui."U o: the _orah , ~u t. •• e· also auo.eu :wus.;1d' 

r=-.;~ :-s for r:.. l _ occasion& . 'lrre.,. OIJlil.teu. i.v#evi:r , tn.e ben~ .. i,,; tious for .alit 

..et.eileu &..ial.,. .. L .. ol' l.J1e eveni-if.> _,ro,yur~ :or J a.J OhtLS s.rn;.1. £esiivc..l&.ar e 11oi nec ­

-r 
e !.0.~1 si~e 1..11e. !:.re 1..ht aame a li 1 : he ior.:ier e a 1tion. T.ue mor1 i..t:. s »rvi~e to r 

J&.boa\.J1& anu r ~ sti val s tol.!ow closel .i tJ•t! or .. boo.ol.: ritu&ls . Al~ t.he "'.tesu~e 

.i1 ' .1i.'!lran" are i n Heore ·~ a.nu the rest. of the s c rvio e is a 1.11.nh L11e Sar.le i:.s the or-

t.hou.oj. !'itual ex:!ept that the essianic anu the sa~ri i'icial rerere1~ces ~r.. i tne r 

mo .if: e a or e lse put into parentnesis . l'or t.11e .i\11.th of Ab Lr1e:1 i n tr04,1ceu :.ne 

noe . of lfa.lev 1 ~"/I / /:.J , //~ . o be ncl i.eu. after t i.e r eeui ! of 

k.M<?:1ta t-l ons (p . 418 ) . It l s notewonh;,r that. t r.e: al~o 1., i:. rouu..:::e ri :...w.l fo r 

l;, l'a..! ~ a n er 1.1e e.ls . in most ot these l ~ st. .• ent i o.i.etl. !'rC1;;r.: rs for s Jeci~l o.;.:~sions 

tne -essiani...: retereuces w9re l ei·t uncta~...,eu. ~ue i o the l'act i.J!Elt the eu.it. o rs 

"'ut~•-b.-~u. t. o 1 r est: rve tnera i u tl c:il' ur1gi ID1l. 
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.d ' Yor.10" or " I sraelitiscnes \.re·oei uuch f ur o.en v ffe ntlichen ~otteso.ienst i rn e7au:z.mi 

1chre'' (.ores t> lau l b.54 ) is tne ;aoat conse rva i.i 1e 111 fonn ot till retor .n .>ray~r-

bookS. lle i ger's prayerbook r ea u.s f rom ri~Ht t o l eft ana. contains alr.ios t t he 

l'lnol e Hebrew t.e.xt of tne orthodox prayerooo:e. ~he ohsnges are so few an<i in-

s ign! fioant t hat it could easily pass for an orthodoz prayarbook.. 'rhere a.re 

even t.ne b~ne .d.c t io::s fo r ~al i t ano. ~ephi lin (p&{.""e 7) . 0le a l so !inci t he 11.inha 

and l.~ ' s r ib f or daily se rvi ces . He even retai :'le a. the /' ~~/;,., / / bene-

diction excep t thct he cnanged t he word f'or VI yrt.£.-1"/ (p . ~~ ) • 

~he boo c contai ns a l s o the p r ye rs tor the c lose ot "abbath 

/QJ / # ) , for the lfint n of Ab (p . 148) a.nu l'or Bos1Ul.lla 3abba 

l .J.l • 2t..:.t'!.). I n the lfelf Year's fll't!:Jer is i nc l..1u-; J. the tiuo fur service ( .:> •• 

321-323 ) auu the .Jusaf of Yo.n Ki_p~.>ar has ue e.rl y t lle com9le ~e list of ihe 

... 1- Het . 

lfearl~ all tne r vfere.uces to the r-=sto ratio .. o f .?~lesi. ine remain 

antv uc11ed. Onl J refereuoes t.o tue cumllJe ol' 1.ne .-essiaJ. an..t or t. 11e sacr ificial 

a-ult .oe el1mi nateu t u rout,nout . Al.so all rne p&.s .. a ge s whi ch imt.> l y t1i.at the Jew 

reg-cirus himsel i ~~ a St.r&n6e r i u nis nat.ive l&.nu \•ere e l i mi r.a t ed or mou.b·ied. 



1. IJonoening a.ludo i n t he Synagog Service. 

f'f>~/J 1 /~ftll ?/1~- ..;>/@-1>:2 'A~ 1b (A') 

Q/JI ,¥ nJ.jft Z' d U ,,..(~ '°fa 'O _..,/r J /,,_;p; ? p_j j / 

!Jf 1/7 .J~?/ A/? CIJ/~J./ ?~f JA 6 / ~~ ·_!37 / t!../ l 
} >;( ? ,<t?,1'1./1 , ;?" ril.,, / - - "'J71@"1J I U» ~ 7,) ~ ,.Ar 
7.Wt!ok. ..:r~ .-N});:> J> liJJ ; )~/' J~/ ~ ../)//~ 
/ /;.tul ~/~-;,.{µ ~1/1-t ~~ :;/ t;µ, nF p>~P ,./ 

/.r;A tj•Ja; j /"A/'H> XJ_J ' LJ/ 1*.J? J :;v #r/' / '<912.&N' ~~ 
//f)~ ? # ~' ~/II//' J#v f//~'i) ~/) c/./ ,t_ ~e/_¥ /~;)/ / N/J }IA' 
y/fl t /;? .,..,a ~,i1..v ? /#in~ .f/A f ~// !/"' ,.h. .//J 
7'µ1 j .v// ~,h>_,/J/j ,Attf /'?!Jt, ?1_,,,,_~/"//A//4' :,) ? "'1? 

~' ';)~. t'f>"IY .,,_1 I' ''~" 'tiJ ti f.5~ / JI-:;, - - - ~/#'"'/"v 
;i "''"~~;; / .l!./Jy,) ( uy'?/J l- -, 1/te ( j /1>);;:.; A':_Y"J V~/ 
9c}I w ....+-1 "11' __ ~ f.,1Y- ~!J (~ '" ,f DJ ;f, ;j r 
I ,,,Jr vi~;i ....,~ .... , 1..-~ ...,_J,, ,.j;;, y / l'y1.J"°"' 
fr! '1,, .J '!JI ,-e, ,6 JJ-lb,;> d h ::.fl ,-e,,, __,,":,t! _..~ 
.J1~ ,,; (J ,/ ~) ,,-(, /6> ~/' Ql'fa /;f ~ / ~~ '> ij-'1 

. ,. /./a ~ 'Cf' i , ,, /.;_: ,_,./ e:J"5J,, p-1 Jf"n ,¥.,,. 
/ lilt ol 1> e /o #c J-, 4 ? ) 

/'/ ~ < 
: I j~ K1;7}'o 'J.C11' (!,J '?~ 11e lnp~ 11-?I~ I : ? ?one u~/ §~ 

f/h !J'"',, ;> -:;~ /,,, j & #/ J~f I? /:/b'Nl /~./ ,61 
I 0' :!P1 q/} .If?> .JJK' -:./ /:; //,.i _,fa 

4 '?KJd u1u .. 0 1 ...s~ ~~~ µ)."./)? 1; ,,,2;) P 
/.J. !)1{ Ji';p,,_ ""N3f ,JI C/J/ # ~er -h~?? &~ 
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-, &'lr /,/•/?/WA', 9~" J;,/" /".,,/Jl-K'll C//"f./ r//r i'I? 

/" /fl;>I. ?.#',.N, $>?M" _!;F ~~~ -;J&N ,!..~ "-" 4 ~/" 
i ~~...A• ~--P ,. ... ,N_JNt 'VV ,...../) • /i.n. ?/o~/; {!)t/ 

. .ffe i;( Q./J/.v/ 7/.¥.,-, _/J!..)/J.N kv~~:J~A' 1~~ u,r 

1"¥r/ol Y,li I /// l',by :2/(;,k i© ljj'S> ~ •HI ff 

l
cJ I tl~ .:)aJ-t ,u,,/ ~i) ;-,,#,K1) ~ ~ }'? ~A/)!J>/'' / 

11fi (!ff }'~ire <!.?" ~ ,J.,o!,,-?J, ,.;eN' ~~K e?@! 6~~ 

'))~? i''/J /.iJl,7) /#,.l,!J>,.A0/I J. / ,.,,,,., h A .. ~ ·I'& 
· ~fb,~/*~»/ 

. P-7' / (J ~' ... ~ H;:,1'J -J_j I jfl 
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t l :!) 
2 • ..;oUClemi ne; t>rayer i n tut: i ernacuh-r. 

r'_ -.;JI( /.J$Jl_JAl6'l~"'_v j.6 _,,}j?P., 6 ~~ 

µ,;")/''*<> _.,,. y ,I'/.//'' "'_,)/] ..J/6/v:::J 
fM /l'°h/fr z;;~1/.;/'/ "t)/¥1 1?.2).14. u.f£)/ 

. $ y_;1;> ~v ..- .K~ /-' .. ?,)) - · .(j'"' d / 

.:J:/"f' ·: S)fy: ~., j. (..,y 1~) _./!,// _:r) ;,/;,., /3 
~'!.,/)/~ /? I? l/)u j)./fi, '1ft 'i> ~...) #>~ 
/~h '{yA_.;1_L16r /,h 7~ beJ 5' p/ -? 6 /"r 

.~:;_; ;,k 'f' ~r : 1ltr #;-J~ p 'i'.'~ '(YYA ?Ah' 

7t? ' ~ J>/1 ~r~· .1.t1 6t ,,-rt~ .wll"( :n• ...,, ~? Jv 
'fJ 11.h{j/f7 Qf. Jfthj'/ //7' !{rt JK//i ~Jlf (!/'/-* 
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3. Joncerning the ~ermi ~sabiltty of Litur5i cal Jn.anbes . 
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. l/1111. ~ {Y> (?) 

f{y>/ "'YI,,, -;r;; ~/rt , ?; ~ e; ::> /r;~~ JJ>..::J § 1 ,,, 

' f' ' 'ii:) ~,, , o/" ,..,, 1,~ 
(/J.)l/.l)/ ;11 ~ ,~!Jc~Ji? :& ~~ Jl /. ,, . .,if'?#/ §1. 

~ l},f'l?l4/;~(/( I ~IK. ~ -~.J /~ J/ ~;i~ 
,.1?~f,,,/,,;..,td' (l"J , ... -e .v tSJf,4,)"'fW 
x.:Jli)r 11 ;,*ft ? ;;~? .:fal l(J/ fifl nk/ O'O• r 

:;'Ji.:;~~ -A/( A':_/I~ ~ /'nf ;~/c . :J''J- ~,/~ _.l)/G 

µ/,&Jn ~t ?Z. K"'-?} ,,?/~, ,,,{. ) ' "-'? ~~ ":?~ p 
. ,,K~ 'J-1 n .(j.,-. /4 '/' ~o/) 

~t)~ y~ ¢A-'J~ WJ~J. j)f ~.,~ /KJt-:;J 6 )~ 
· 6':., /47 4i ,~ :f}' A~ -9.,.. _/)1:.fl /~JI 
>I../, t"J.tl~.t' V'J~fi )IJm . ~ ~~/) _5~:<1 ~,,) J) ~~ ~ y' 

9 el~e;;,, ~ .;1-f"(!;J/ ,,. N' /;th <ACJcf y/ ~ 
· ~fl'I, o/'/£., ,:; .1~ ('Ml ;l6-'i) IH.t I ~~ pr(. 

v;, ' N ' ? ?)~ (eJ 

V,(/,A/J.K/: /;! "'@ ; ?-'/ llA tAf//K/N) 1? jVtl'f ;> ? ,f'/c §I 

?/' "}1" el ;.,.e,,,/ >Cf-" !'•/ ,.,, ~~ "JJfN#~/ ""''v, 
t11,.,;)/ e~!Jl'' (:)/" :J' ''e~ _,.,,; Y"'A/?'~ .,~,.,c ~~ 
./ . G/ -'/ R \,.,11.A'?/ f p ( ~l;-4/ ~4' / .!/,,,.# :;1~/(. ;>/?..-6 

.()., t'f/r{J k /fhr !/J' "~ /~.,f jP"/"' /,,,~; ,., .§• 

7 
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4 . ~ove~in the Eead durine Servi~es - a Catt~r or J)eoorum but ~ot a ..uty • 

. e1<,, 1/H:_ 
el::'A ~Aft />t/;,!;"1_/7' (6,_ /,/n .tlni? !"....? §I 

(~aJiJSn P.Jh;• l"µfd> ~!;/;/;>~I LJ/J~ !''3~~ 

??ff tYo '4 /;~ y n J/c (.; Y-' /o n;".-!') /e?fiA" §-;. 
I ///~rt./)~~ ,, e/vd 1r "'e; /A'?l>K. ~/'/ .- 0 Ali 

? ,_!-KA' b/t' #// ( //? /h 
. tb,n ,;4,, l ?J.{ el.Kl"""_? (!-'' J-/>...1) ~,,,,, -.. ~ 3 
o/-'~ //1;A // { /K l':/41 9 J~ H /'? M I /;I ., :/'// l ~//;/ 
w~ 1~1 t /,6$) ,;tf 4Z.,l' Vi n"~~ ~ :~ 

i'i~ ,."" //'Ur, /tit? v !)'/ """'.__) r, ?~r> ./..) I --. ~ / ~ :;> 
.y.r..., , f 1 af.,; /,( v l"/JJ., ,, Y"' » ,.,1. t;? ,.,( ,./ / 

·(~ H:,,, ) . ~;10'.2. 
., ,,J/ I/. # , 

l.K ~A ~I f./ 'i) I . (, /"'-0 'l> /o /) ~) ~//; ;,, ,;;, ~? ~ y 
/ ,.rl/)11 IJ'J-,, /,6)N 1J.:J_l/c.. ;t:.) J.,1f eft/~ ~~ f ' ?<Ylo ~,,...,, 
!-: / rl.v )'ff,, /o '-1!._; ?"i) "' >'/(/'. / ,Ill) _,A/4 ' # ~ _,/)~;#'-ii 
,J~-' t.1• 1 ,.i; e),k i ,,f 100;; K/6 .5,, ~;,., ,j:I 

..:f ?tiyJe/Jf 1Y;, '7'?/.J / /l'Vl,,I~ _;,/<PY.I?. 

& ~/N./). yjl ~.r.1/-te f:'(y ,,1,r; o/~/ ; ~/~ 
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:.. . J.!b.e i>ennissab111ty of dhortening .t>r a:1ers • 

. ~Y /"17Q .:J@-K J) I /@..J> (i0 (Jc) 
I / 'I 

/' Ir : .,. ~ ~;/ ...J) {jA J',,.? i) ~ /r 'J'Y ' l ., § I 

A:. P""' kl /Ok/ /J " ~N /,0 -:::- ;..,&> .-?e//'(, 
//' ./ 6~ ~ ,, 
/fr~ f'/' j ,' '~ J)~,. 'V ,.,Ka,, t-'>_;:) Jl. 
CVl!Y .v,p d,.~ 4~'" ... "~·.n,t; ~ 0?-a. ~--/'~ 
..,9? t /4- l/ ~/ -;h ~ "1.."J / .# /;H; ~ a AA _f/~// 
o/'·a 4..vr..!)~~/ 'iJ-th 14 l'{r/ ~,.)# Jlt/ 

. ~/d ,4/ /d// ~h,/Yr ~~/ ._,,/,,d,A'"':;) 

iJA/JH l?j'I" ,;;;.., p;) nA' ~) f l/Jv .t1 N? /-"'~-:;) ~:i;J I(?) 

/ /.fiAI"((, 7.Jr;:J l? /,/f, 98/~ ??1y ; </flf-,/• ~d ,//l) 
(~P (/,J/ J>1:,M' ,.la/ o~ /) !!/.,.., (!/te M ,, I 07>~?/ 

. 0 6 ,.,k .,..'e7 /'""!,, 6'Y . /6 J)e-o/ 

o. 11.e 4'ermii.sil..1lity to Oh&nge From t he Ashkenazic to t he .:>eparadlc titual . 

7. .i.'he ..,,ut onor:iy of l}ont:r ega t i ons i n ...etemlning .&!hei r Rit ua l. 
N ~ 

·/'11~t/J>JJ ,;r-., .ee "'· 
? (' , ; yt /, 9J 1 Jt 14 v,Jt .t-;, f) ...,-,, ,n f 6.r " 
?Jf, ?'l-ff..t,. ?,Y, ~v~ ~-n!J nj/ -nj;{!ji..!J ~v!/ ';) ~ <.,, ,,.,,(. 

b,J1?lk f-t~ 1t(/i'1kM/rl?.¥~ (A_,..//f~ .A~//,Kf/"'~ 
('~, SJJh 17 z..,.f ~ / c, ,., N"?,) /. / /.,~ .Jj/ "'/ "'y c,. ...,,., / ~~ft 
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1

1cyfin v,)/~'f j~f ,,,~/r ,~ : ~; ii ,#~-,/ "i~o/..J)-,, §I 
n f3.,n ,W/v ?fa :J;. ij.t._,/ ~1J .11,I _JT> ~'(!?f-;? _,,,41.1 lj.4 
f'l.!!//J (f'' ,,, ,'j,,._+ ,.j-> .,.,~ :J!/.<1.S/ /'$>If' WI'/~$> 

I/.,~~ /rr r reft' 'f/f~ 1~ (!Yi ~//? 

J:;r u,11.K ";/? "'Ir 1 ~ :' • . : (J'; ?::~ -', i~ ? 7 ls> §.,. 
11~JrV> /1/1 /.#( y , ., .. 7 jtWJ.NdtV' /'~//, 1./,1> (!?4'J. 

1G 111~,,, fin ,.~,., 1~ j/ Cti,vf ., :P ~-s -7 t;;. -
-t1 t/JAI~ .JJ / m _JJ J>~ i. . "/'~ /~ 11.N J.S/J _j> ltJ ~J 

DYJ/J 'Jr/~ ~~1'°J.11Y,/ ~~15,~ l°/-,//A /")1-1..!J/N tr" <>K~/ N.>4'r ,J"J:.1 ~?e>· _,;;,~ , , h ,do,,10-
,,, . a · ttS>'ll!}/'-'~ .;u• 

. u ., -!./ I 1 ~d ?/-f 

b . ·the .uut :,• t o .:$rtradicate arroneous Custorns . 
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-: . Flexibility ot J ewish I.aw. 

. V /ti/ A 1)//-, ~ I"-''!,,)/') J ~ 
!/"':} #fJ!/ /' /'.;,,, n?Nn /~, ~ ~J' j//n jl 
/fJ J ,f'/f (-Jj tA/N'J~ 1/.v /'NA';~ · s::/'"' /~~ft(/ ;}/f 

/,,., -"b, /,Ji "'"'n /• .1r rv•~ . -o//"'fa /""' !.1/ /nob 
/~~ ~ .JJ//J/ ? Np /r(/. v,jl,61 / t.Al'nol) .Y~ /~;J 

-bJ t-P/.U>, r:J!!,.JJ1 a WtJI //Ur/ lfln f°;,¥' ' ';>,,.;),, ~/c 
• ,."',.,., J°JJl/3 ?)~" .elc. ~ 

)'~.J) _yy 1.M (~yin i6@) f';;' -v•., jl-
71<?/N( /''{J? ~!/.CJn~? /rL'i>'~ltJ-51 _./1{!;4'J~ ~M/> 
;w//{,t ' / H/I( ~,#/ ft dh ('J?~N _.t/ '??IQ _,.Ae >J?/~ 

I . i~ u1~ 
!/,// f ,.r,11 tU># /';, ..:/"" U : 1 J)O!JY•) _, /'!:1°;1 fl'' A/~') 

;,,/{ '>,A,4 itYr ' K' >- ~A~ r~ A-(,~ jf 
rrt, ..1r~v rjl, ;:H : /;,11! -j/fh CP''~//.7,/ i I yf '1fK '#JA' (:' /..;'. - . Jt1i ~.A~~ 4::_fa /..K, /cP> 

<,ve .., .r·J 
1 

f)'? i 0 ' J/t µy>- . ~ d / 1?e.M;; -' w~ ,.,-;) ~ ,vr,,. 
(!; _/b 5/J;,,.A) .-11fr1)hl )-(.cYN)I~/ Y.../ 



21 ) 



l Z2 ) 



( .2~ ) 

12. ilroper Deool'WD At Se1-vioea l ndespensable .Aooording to Jewish law. 

J~~ Vr- <-1/y...J J'J~; 7~ ?irA' K/i; ~J.;i"'~ §I 

. 141// ?>/(,. "1J~/ .§An/ Jll'-1/ft:J e#.., -"'If' ,-~? 
;.I~;~~ 1~/ij /,/~:JA-t /v# r~;¥ 

)?;/~///JtO fa,N i>~/>,.,.J;JfJ f"~_/./#r0 ~I-//:/~N 
.~NtA;) 

efa.K _);) ;?,.. /-3 £.., ~/J"'I; 4 fi ~//> / 11-• ?tf) 0.,, ;,''(; § ~ 
. /,./7> 61"" 

)~ fa,1r !Jhu <K'~p .,,'). ( ,Y• ~-~') yu J3 
p?/~,,~ ~~ 

I fi8'1H8 

I 
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