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IBTRODUCTIOB 



INTRODUCTION 

Upon the suggestion of the •Historiaohe Commis•ion tar 

Geschichte der Juden in Deutachland•, there wae publlahed in the 

yee.r 1892 a book containing documente about the persecutions ot 

the Jewa during the Crusades, under the title •Hebrl.i s che Bericbte 

ttber die Judenvertolgungen w&hrend der Kreuzzflge", •Hebrew 9Qcumenta 

on the Persecution ot the Jews during the Crusades• . The book waa 

edited by A. Neubauer, and Y.Stern, with a critical introduction 

by H.Bresalau, with a German transl a tion of t he t ext by S.Baer. 

?ive RebreJ reports comprise the book, of which t he f i rst and the 

fifth a re published for the first time. The second document was 
• • • 

edi tecl in Leipzig 1854 by A.Yellinek, under the t1 tle• .1.a.1t l\n•rA "D \ ·~"P J 

the third in Berlin 1878 by U.llannheimera and the fourth in 

Leipzig 1858 bJ M.Wiener. These documents will be referred to in 

tb.Aa present thesis bj the numbers I,II,III,IV,v. in accordance 

with their respective order in Neubauer end Stern's edition. 

Since the writer hae limited hie ecope to •The Jews in 

Germany during the First Crusade•, thia thesis shall deal • 1th 

documen te 1,11, and III, each of which concerns itself •ith the 

events of the •trst Crusade only. 

~efore entering upon the analysis of the rela tionahi» 

be tween these three documente, it might be well to list the 

manuscripts from which t he texte, as ;ublished by Neubauer and Stern, 

were taken, and to discuss cursorily, the probable authorship of eaoh. 
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I - •Report ot Solomon bar Simeon•. Thie document waa 

taken from the unique ms. no. 28, of the Jews College Librar)' in 

London, folio 151 -163. 'l'he ms. waa often ~pered with by ceneora, 

and in many place• was incorrectly copied. Kany of these eraaed 

9l~cee were restored by the use of chemicals, by Neubauer, while 

ma.ny others were emended by Stern, by comparison with other document.&. 

The beginning of this ms.,dealing with the persecutions in Speyer 

and Worma 1 a lacking in our present ma., as may be inferred from 

the opening etatements •And now I shall relate how the persecutions 

a9read in the rest of the communities, etc.•, and by two references 

to a preceding account on page two. The added section (p.31-35) 

which haa nothing to do with the report in I, and which is supposed 

to haTe been taken from French sources, tells, not about the return 

of the Mayence Jews to Speyer and the rebuilding of the llayence 

synBgogue, as some scholars maintain, but tells about the first 

settling of the Jews in Speyer (1084) and the building of the 

synagogue in Altepeyer (1104). Thia, according to Elbogen waa 

irrefutably proven by A.Epstein in "l!onateschrift far Geschiohte 

und Wiaaenachaft dee Judentume" Vol.XL!, 1697, p.30 ff. 

From a reference on p.21, document I was ascribed to 

a man by the name of Solomon bar Simeon, of whom we know nothing 

exoe~t that he liTed and wrote about the year 1140. Some acholara 

maintain that this remark on p.21 is an insertion by a later 

redactor. Elbogen, on the other hand denies that this ia an 

insertion, and maintains t hat the passage was misunderstood because 

of the mieplacee colon af ter the words • ··-r• -~• . The colon, 

he cla ims, should have been placed after the word • ">' . Punctuated 
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thua, the passage rea.481 •And tram that dq on, ahe taatecl •T•Z'J' 

d~, and clid not eat except once a clay with the exception of Sabbatha 

and main Bolidaya and New Koon Daya, until now, the year 900(1140). 

I,Solomon bar Simeon, recorded this eTent in ~enoe. eto.• Thi• 

paeaage,eaya Elbogen,ta a genuine part ot the original text. •one 

might auppose ! :t om thie one mention ot hie n•e, that Solaaon bar 

Simeon waa tbe author ot thia one episode only, were it not tor the 

tact that ~he unified atyle and aimilar uae ot language throughout 

the ontire aeport, points to a single authorship, who in all 

probability wae this aame SolOJ11on bar Simeon.•l 

II - •Report ot Elteeer bar Nathan• ie contained in the 

tallowing mea& -

(1) Bodleiana in Oztord,Cod. ms. Hebrew. 

(2) Cod. ltebrew.no.2585 , 3d of Bodleiana in Oxford. 

(~) Cod. Hebrew.Chart. no;45 of the ltate and Un1'1'era1 ty 

Library in Straaeburg , folio 8' - 10'. 

(4) Cod.ahart.171 in Jewish Theological Seminary Library 

in Brealau.· Ct .also A.Yellinek'e ms. •zur Geecbiohte 

der Kreuzzftge. Nach handschriftlichen hebr&iachen 

~uellen• (Leipzig 1854). 

(5) A conmWlity record book, containing the report of 

Elieeer, poeseseed by the Je~ieb community ot Worma. 

The name ot the author of II has been interred tra. the 

name wo't'en in the acrostic poems included in this report. There was 

a writer by the name of Elieser bar Uathan from llqence, who 

flourished about the middle of the twelfth centurJ. Re was famous 

as 'Zalmud commenta tor, Paltan, and composer of the work "Eben Raeaer•. 

l. ~ lboP.en "Zu den febraisc~~en 3erich t en e t a.• p.9. 



He waa called Rabban (/ ·:,.·")(Rabbi Elieser bar Nathan). Re 1111at 

have lived through the terrors of the Firat Cru•ad•• for he 

deacribe4 them in a piut tor the Sabbath be~ore Shebuoth. He 

reached the ripe old age of over ninety. Thi• etatement that 

Eli eeer bar Nathan of Kayenoe reached the great age of aore than 

ninety, a~• Neubauer, is not baaed on document•. We only know that 

~lieeer bar Nathan of Kayence wae in correspondence with Raahi'a 

son-in-law and hie two grand· aone, Raehbam and Rabbi Tam. Whether 

this Elieser bar Nathan ot llayence, and the redactor of report II, 

and the e.uthor whose name is woven through the poems, are all one 

and the same person, cannot be established for certainty des~ite 

the str iking similarity of the name. And yet, the composition of 

this document which men ti one nothint; about the suffer1ng 6 during 

the Seoond Crusade, must therefore have been written before the 

year 1146. ~resalau says that it c&.JJnot be agreed with Graets that 

this Elieaer bar lrathan of :raJ"ence is to be distinguished from a 

contempor ary· Elieaer bar : ·a.than ::alt:vi of' ~ olot;ne , a.nC. tha t the 

latter i s to be credited with the authorshi? of II. 3 reeslau credits 

-iraetz' s error to t he fact t i.[l t he \•: c. s cvid1..ntly misled by Jose;h 
in 

i-!a·~ohen, who in turn wa., L'lisled bJ the fact tha t/the msa.,IV ·followed 

i!!lIIlediately after II, and what 3pbraim ba r Jacob said about hin;self 

in I V was e rroneou sl.:,r a.s cribed to Elieser r:a l evi, the au th or of II. 

III - "Re.Port of an an:mymoue r.ri ter of iJa.1ence•. Tue only 

}:novm ms . is in the Qr~ nd !>Ucal Library a t Darmstadt, ~od. or.25, 

fol.17' col.2 - fol. 22' col. l. It is called "R~port of an a.nprl11DOU8 

writer of ;!ayenoe• bec ause it deals for the greater part with the 

martyrs of :.!ayenoe . It is incompl ete as it now stands. 'nle beginning 
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. 
and concl~aion, as well as many pagea in the middle haTe been damaged 

by fire; as may also be inferred from the conoluding sentence& 

•something ie lacking here. I do not know how much•. U.Jlannheiaer 

made a study of thie ma. in hie •Die Judenverfolgungen in Speyer, 

Worma and Kaina im Yahre 1096, •lhrend des eraten Y~eyzzuges," 

Darmstadt 1 877. 

It ha• been argued by eome scholars that this report waa 

written at a later time than the two pseceding ones because of the 

introductory and concluding sentences: •I will begin the story of the 

earlier persecutions.May God protect us and all Iar~el from the 

hand of ~eraecutiona•, •nie end of the story of the earlie~erseoutiona". 

These scholar• imply that th~ redactor must have been acquainted wil&h 

later persecutions from which he distiJ16uiehed these earlier ones. 

But, s~ other scholar•• theae remarks are not parts of the original 

text, but insertions of later co9yi1ts. (cf .Elbogen p.22,n.l.) 

':'.'hether or not thiu is true must be decided on other grounds. Therefore 

I have a t tempted to present in the following paragraphs a com~arative 

study of the relationships between the three reports. 

A great deal of dispute has welled up among scholars aa 

to the mutual relationship betwe~n reports I,Il and III. Numerous 

opinions and ~roofs have been proposed. The moat ~lausible and logical 

are those presented by H. Bresslau and I.Elbogen. Breaalau, who, 

although handi capped by a lack of knowledge of F.ebrew, states that 

although there seems to be a general agr~•ment between all three reporta, 

there are,neTerthelesa, many Tariationa~ I, in its report about Worm.a 

and Spey6r coincides in many ways ~ith 11, while I I I stands quite 

independent. I and III, on the other hand, aeree in their report• 
2. 3r~sslau: Zur F.riti k der Y.reuzzu~ eberich te, p. xviii. 
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about Yayenoe, while II is decidecll{ brief and le•• 4eta1le4. The 

report about the lower Rhine ia entirely omitted in III, but found 

in agreement in many way1 in I and II. As to the other ao-.mitiea 

and the l ater fate of the Crueadere, we find onl)' aore or leaa 

completely in oie. therefore concludes Breeelaua •It a,ppeara lea• 

probable that one of the three reports is der1Te4 directly trom 

either one or the other.• In proof of this theor'7, he argues that 

~he author of III could not haTe preceded I. Take for example the 

concluding aentenae ot III (p. 57)1 •AJ.l this did they whose names 

we haTe mentioned .And aa for what the rest of the colllll\Ul1ty and the 

leaders ot tbe congregation did and accomplish tor the unity of the 

Name of the King of the King of Y..ings, the Holy One, praised be He, 

and blessed be His Name, like Rabbi Akiba and hie aseociatee, I do 

• not know.• If the author of III had known I, he would haTe been 

able to tell about a number of the Mayence martyrs, and especially 

about the l ater fate of Rabbi Kolonymous, the l eader of the community -

whose death he knows nothing - all of which is fully narrated in 1,p.15). 

Li~ewiae, the author of II could neTer haTe pr eceded I, for in their 

res~ective acoounts about Worms and Speyer. there are wi de variationa • 

.For example, I(p.2) tells of eleven persons being killed, while II 

tells of only ten ~eraona. Regarding the mutual slaughtering in Worme, 

I (p.2) apeaka only of those who fled into the palace of the Bishop, 

while II (p.38) apeake alao of those who remained in their houses. 

II (p .38) gives an account about the boy Simcba, who killed a 

relative of the Bishop and then himself, which is entirely lacking 

in I, (ct.III p.50 ). II(p.3':t ) estimates the t ot al number of slain 

at 1300, while I (p.8) estimates i t at 1100. II ( p.39) estimates 

the t otal number who fled t o t he villages a t 60, while I (p .14) 
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estimates it at 53. I (p .12) tells that Yar Isaac bad a eon an4 

a daughter, while II (p.40) ea.ye that he had two daU.ghtera. II (p.40) 

saya that Kar Uri was burned in the synagogue, while I (».13) s93s 

he was not able to reach the synagogue, but was murdered on the 

w93. As to what happened in Cologne and vicinity, II gives a more 

accurate account than I, especially regarding the dates. II (p .42) 

misplaces the martyr• of forced conversion in the city of Alten~, 

while I (p.18) reports the same event in neuee. Very often II adds 

something to the accour.t given in I; t or exemple II (?.41) adds 

the name Wevelinghofen, which is lacking in I (p.le); II (p. 42 ) 

s~ea.ka of a. "Rabbi" from Fr ance• , of whom I knows nothing . l~o• 

3fnce according to these f acts,says Bre5a18'1, it is i~pro~able tha t 

II p.nd III a.re derived fr om I. It remains to be c ons idered "•hether 

I could be a compila tion of II e..nd III, VJrich Solomon ba r Sine on, 

SUJ ) lemented with f ac ts ga thered from oral tradi tion. Thi s , however, 

h e s ays, seems very improba.ble . ·-,...ile on the one hR-nd, II and II I 

in some ?l aces contain more fact , than I, I neverthel~s~ c~~tains 

- :,-:>ut t he s~.J!'le f acts, a number of decl a r a tions v:hich are miss ing in 

I I and I II. Por example : in regard to t r.e cha.racteriaat.ioa ot hlco, 

I (p.5) Mntioa• th• alleged Ti al on, whioh 1• lacking in III (p.52) a 
I (p.8) calla Uenaoh911l, eon ot Judah, while III {p.50 ) calla him 

son of David; I (p.9 ) gives the name of Rachel's husband, while 

III ( ~ . 54 ) does not. I tells of t~e dea th of Samuel bar Gedaliah, 

which II omits; I knows the fate of Sarith, daughter-in-law of Uar 

Judah ben Abraham; I names in Xan~, Rabbi Natronai and Rabbi Uoaea; 

I knows the names of the sons of Kar Schemaria, who lived in M&rs. 

• 
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concludes 
Considering all these facts, Bresslau/that there ia no direot.but 

an indirect relationehip between these tliree reports. No one ia taken 

from the other two, but their relationehip rests upon the uee ot 

CQllPOD aource1~ They m&.1' not ha.Te used the same mee., but they 

evidently uaecl many different mas. which contained alD&ll Tariationa 

in namee and in dates. Theae cammon source• consist chiefly of twos 

K. the -~ayenoe source; and K. the Oolo~ne source. They are to be 

diatinguiahecl from one another by their form of ;>reeentation. Jl, has 

a viTicl a.nd direct st7le, utilizing mostly the first person plural 

(found mostly in a and III), while K is calmer and more subdued. The 

author of )( must baTe liTed close to the time of the eTente he 

deaoribee, while the author of K must ha.Te lived much later than the 

time of the eTenta he describes, yet, in a time when eye-witnesses 

were still alive. (about 1120-1140). 

So much for Bresalau'a view-point. Elbogen,on the other 

hand, is much leas poa1t1Te about hie ooncluaiona. He aaya1 •From 

a comparison ot the three sources, it is sufficient to confirm the 

opinion that the present texts, especially that ot I, are too 

corrupt to ._tabl1ah a poeitive Tiew of *1le1r mutual relationahip. 

It fannot be positiTely determined whether the err ora are due to 

fllty reports or to carelessnesses of the copy1sts.•4Dr.ll.Brann. 
'\ 

editor ot the "lton&Msschrift far Geachichte 11114 Wiaaeneohatta der 

Judentums•, held thia same opinion as early aa the year 1893.But, 

maintains Elbogen, from a compa.riaon of th~ Tariationa, it muat be 

concluded both II and III aredependent upon I and are practically 

extracts ot I. There are however, a few incidents, auch a.a the 

in~erted songs of Lamentation in II, and the account of Speyer an4 

3 . Bresslau : p .xxi. 
4 • J•; l o og en : ;> • :cw • 
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Worma in III (p.47-51), which are separate and entirely independent 

ot I, and which in all probability are a4clit1ona by later editor• 

or co9yiata. 4a our ~reaent text atanda to~, the beginning of I 

is miaaing. Thie miaaiag part muat have told about the aaYing of 

the cammunitiea of Speyer and Woma, aa mq be inferred from aD1' 

number of atatementa in I. It 1• •ery probab1-1 therefore, that 

III (p.48) ma4e uae of thia mieaing section for ita detailed 

deacri.t>tiona, about t.he event• in Speyer and Woma. Ancl to Justify 

hie opinion, Elbogen aayas •It ~ aound tar tetohe4 to aoouae a 

writer ot the rank ot Elieeer bar Aathan of being clependent upon 

a copy, but lliddle age writer• are not to be judged b7 present 4q 

standards.{; And th1e 1• abeolutely true, tor we know of many caaea 

where writer• copied whole i>88•• without giTing their source or Without 

eTen putting their quotation within quotation marka. 

In proof ot the theory that the variations in the three 

reporta, are due to the oarleaaneaaee of the oopyiata, Elbogen cites 

the following exampleas II (p.37) differs from I (p.2) in regard 

to the nuaber ot alain in Speyer. The entire account of Speyer in II 

was taken almost Terbatim from I. In regard to the total number of 

slain in Uayenoe, II ( p.39) giTea 1300, while I in two plaoea (p.S,l•) 

giTea 1100. Sinoe these figures were recorded in Hebrew letter• , .. .11111t 

(1300) and , .. , ,. A (1100), it can easily be eeen how a copyiata might 

baTe made an error. And •imilarly w1 th the number• of thoae slain 

with Kolonymoue where II (p.39) giTea 60 ( .._ ), while I (p.14) and. 

III (p.53) give o~ ( tA-' ) • In regard to the acoow1t ot the b'1rning 

of the synagogue in Uayence, what I (p .11-13) describee ia one and 

5 . E lbog~n s p .21. 
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a half pagea, II (p.40) cuta down to aix lin••· nae Tar1at1ona in 

dates and cl~a of the week oan alao be traoe4 to the carlea•n••••• 

ot the oopyiata, tor Where l r {p.23) laoka the date, II (p.•3) laoka 

the 48i)' of the nek. 

Aa to the queation ot aouroea of information, ~lbogen 

claims we are not able to aq poaitiTely. He clia11greea with 

:Breaalau '• aaaumption that they go baok to m.1441• Rhine and lower 

Rhine aouroea. The aaathor of I in &11 probability auat haT• oolleoted 

hia intomaUon from thoee Tery .. plaoea where new Jewiah c,,_•n1t1ea 

re-aroae. Ye do not know where he 11Ted. On the one hand, he 

obtained clata about the nenta in Xanten (p.53) froa hia relati•••• 

and on the other hand, he aeoure4 lntorma tion about the martyr• 

in S9eyer, (9.2), and the burning or the synagogue (p.31), frcmt 

an eye-witneee, tor it ia written in the firat peraon. It can also 

be interred that the author gathered much of hia information tram 

Christiana, for the cleaorigtion of Dloo'a Tiaion and the later fate 

of the Crusader• could have come only from Christian Houroea. Like­

wise the imperial decrees, for the protection of the Jewa muat haTe 

aerTed aa yaluable aouroee of information tor our red&ctor.•We clo 

not know what change in the dwelling of the Jewa this cataatrophe 

ot 1091 caueecl•, &IQ'e Elbogen, •nor bow the reports traTelled, nor 

how one living in Yayence could h&Te described an eTent that ba.p~ne4 

in Elber; but to enter into these and other ~ueetiona would be 

futile, ao long aa we are hindered by auoh an insufficient text.•6 

6 . Elbogen : p. 24. 



Ho tiaer appreciation ot the at7le an4 o~oaition ooal.4 lie 

given than that with which Elbogen conoluctea hia article.Spealdag 

ot the author ot I, he •af•& •He may not be, according to our 

atan4ar4a, a maater of at7l.e, but we muat not forget tbat he ha4 

practioall.7 no pre4eceaaora. With the exception or ~oaippon, there 

i• no older hiatorioal work in Hebrew dealing with the period ot 

our tirat docuaenta and in the natiTe count17 ot the author, neither 

betore nor tor a long tllle after, waa there 0Q11Poae4 any coherent 

independent writings in Hebrew. Thus, it is to be greatly acknowledge d 

that the author preaente4 clear and distinct descriptions in good 

biblical Hebrew without doing Tiolence to the language. He is neithar 

pathetic nor sentimental. Be remaina, with all ~arm hearted eympatJl7 

for the innocent mart7ra, t.lle calm reporter, \";ho s t a!lds over the even ts 

a.nd seeks to i)resent the development of the events by means of 

t rus tworthy r epr oduction. He knows each time how to g1Te tbe Tarioua 

scenes, their correct color1~. and he ha• produced a Tal.uable 

oicture. He ha.a endeawore4 to dietrtbute correctly light and ehaclow, 

al th~h by no meana extreme in hie hat:red; he haa applied typical 

eTil deaignationa to the Crueadera and to all Christiana - otherwiae 

he would not haTe been & pereon of the tweketh centu17. He waa 

de.-utly permeated v1 th the tutu.re hope and. pramiae tor the Jewiah 

people, but ahowe4 himaelt tree trom. the belief in miracle• and 

auperatitiona, and troa the attempt to collect and gather all kinda 

of fairy talee and atortea. 7or the eeriousneas of hi• taak, he 

poeeeaaed the correct comprehenaione and was therefore Tery careful 

to insure hia information with the greatest possible ored1~111tT.•7 

Wei~hing the theQriea of both Breaelau and Elbogen, it 

seems to me tbat Elbogen haa arrived at the aore logical concluaion 

of the two, and is to be preferred, becauae of hi• thorow:rb etuclY 
7. lllbo;~n ~ ~ 22. 



ot the original Hebre• tut. It ie a known tact that Br•••lau 

baaed hi• atl&Q not on the Hebrew tut but on t.he taW.t7 tranalation 

of S.Baer. 

The preaent the•i• 1• a literaltranalation ot the Hebrew 

tut contained in Beubuer and Stern'• e41 tion of Qebrliache 

Berichte aber die 3udenTertol.gungen wlhrend der Kreuaatge•. The 

writer did not attempt a tr .. tranalation, but made an effort to 

follow the Hebrew tut aa cloaely aa poaaible. It, therefore, the 

tranojl&tion be found crude in parta, it 11111at be bl•ed not to 

tranalation, but to the crude at)'le of the original al.lthor or to 

the illll>erfect copy of the original manuaor19t. 



• 

REPORT 

OF 

SOLOUON BAR SillXO N 



I. 

DIOllT fa 801'1110. UB BDllCJI. 

-. an I aball relate llow U. ""eoatl• •nea4 ta UM 

r••' 'ot the o •aiti•• wldoll ("ml\te4 Lel••• to h) kllle4 

tor t.be •ab of the •- ot Ute ODl7 ODe, an4 to wba.t ateat u..,. 
ollUlll to Go4, tile Lor4 of tbelr tau.en, 8114 4eolar•4 Bl• UDit7(e•a) 

with their lu\ 1'r•ath (to \he aplratloa of tbeir •CM&la) • 

.ua4 \Ill• ooourn4 la t.be 1•• 4856 ( at'•r th• onatiOD 

ot t!.ae wor14l1a the 1028th 1•• after oar ez.tle, la the •l••••tll 

1•• ot the 206'11 0101e, at wbioh t11119 we had. hoJe' tor .. llTeraaoe 

and ooaaolat1•• aooor41aa to tbe propbeo1 of .lenatah, tbe pro»Utt 

•atac wt tll sl&tDe•• tor laoob, m4 ahoat at the head! ot ua. D&tl .. , 

eto.• (1er. Sla~) It na '111'D•4 to the o•tr&rJ,(hc:i••••r~to aoal'll1111 

ua4 •ilhiDS• •eeplag aD4 0171111, tor we tcnm4 that tu MD1' nlla, 

whioh wen •Pok•• la all the threat• of puniabMat (Dea\. 26a16t) 

written and UllWl'it'-8, befell u. 

There aro•• at flr•t a hau&bt.1 people, to1•elpera, a bl tter 

aD4 1QetaCN8 aattoa f of .Bal».116) ~•Dolmen ucl Ge111Ua, who took 

it lat.o tbelr al ... to 10 forth to the Bol7 Ctt.1•fti.oh rol>1-en ba4 

profuae4•( :Sau. '1122)1 tben to aearoh oat the 1ra1•e ( ot the haal•4 

baat.arcl), and. to d.ri•• oat the lam•ellt•••(Turke),t;he lDhabltanta 

ot the lan4 ancl t.o ooaqaer the lan4 b7 their on h~~~ . •'l'b•1 Ht 
17 )' .· 

up their own alp• tor atgna•(P•.'74•')• UICl plaoe4 a (aiga) gra•u 

image, a cro••• upon their ganaent.a, cm •••l'J' 11a ulcl w-.a wbo wu 

willing t.o go oa th• oruaacle, to th• grue ( ot th*ll•••lab) matll 
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~ -D· ·- aa4 ob114na ··- ... -r- au#:U.-10.-u 
cm th• taoe ot ua. eartba u4 l t wae aat.4 •-•ndllS Ulla• •t11e 

loou\• b&Te Do k111g• (Prn.SOal7). AD4 wbea U..7 p ..... tbroap 

the oltl••• ID Wldola Ulen •n .Tew, aq .U4 _. to -u.r, 
9Bebol4, • an ••ills • a 41•'8t JCNne7 la Marob ot U. 

Bouee ot l4olatZ7 (sra••>• aD4 to tab .... •••• • tM Ja1Wnall'9a, 

*11• .r- 1daoM tontat.llen kill .. •4 onolttelfttuaoet ....... 

4wel1 llen -.at •· Let ua tlrat tab Te-w• Qoa tllm, 

•ua4 out ia... ott tram bel .. a aatloa that tM ._ ot I•nel aq 

119. ao"'."Mn la rmwk•o•• (Pa.8116h or •l•• let \Ma beo- like 

u, aD4 aoaaow1•41S• u.. aoa ot ImplrlQ (l•n•).• 

wqa of aoti91 ot ou.r fat.b•n 1 <-~•• npentanoe, prqer, 

u4 ri&llteOQW••· !be baau of the holT aatlcm 'beo- la, •4 

their heart •lte4 DQ• u4 their atr•lllCUl cm •••· ft•J' lal4 

tbeaaelT•• in their iaaenao•t ob9Mn fr• (before) the fl.alas 

nor4, &114 atfllote4 tbelr aoul• with fuUag. ftl•J' faate4 three 

4&7• 1D •uoo•••lon,Dipt u4 .sq, bee14e• tba other clq• th•J' 

afflioted thaael•••• util •their Nin 1• ahr1Telle4 •P• their 

bou•s it 1• •1 tben4. it 1• .... like a •tiok•. u ... ,.e). TheJ' 

cried (an4 ut"r•4) a load and bitter •rJ• bat their •at!aar beard 

tU. not. Be Ut&t ... out tb91r prQ"er Ul4 onen• al••ll with 

a cloud, ao that their pr"1•r oould not penetrate (ot.Lla.Sa8,,,). 

Be abhorred the tent (of Iarael) (ot.Pa.7816,), ~ r.ao••4 ibell 

out of Ria alght (cf .II l'g.17118). ~or it waa an anolent 4eoree 

a1noe •tbe 48-Y of Jr7 Tiaitattoa• (of .SX.32•~')• aD4 Uda waa U.. 

generation that wu ohoaen 117 Bia to be Hi• portlOll. ~or thq 
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po•••••• u.. atnmgua uc1 lllpt '• llllll.•'•r ID B1• temple, ... 

to 4o Bi• wou, m4 'o NDot1f7 H1• gnat•- ID Bl• worl• .. AM 

OODO•rlll.llS tbea, DaT14 •a14a -Bl•••• u.e Lor4, ,. Mll•l• of Bl•· 

1• alpt7 la •t.._Ua, t!lat hltlll De wn41 ete.• ( ... 10S1IO) 

~ .. um~ '9&1'1·= ~1\b:-.~r\Ullo~:'J~ rt11~f!'-,. 
OD t.be eilbtla of I7ar, • 8a'lt1*UI, Ule ••'•• aroae acataat U.. 

• at tJ' flt 1"1'9r• aM tilled •OllC U... •ln• bol7 ...i~ *• 
. 

wn Uae tlrat te .._,111 t:llelr Oreator cm the Bo17 Baltbatll, Ul4 

414 aot wat to utile tll•••l••• ia U..lr atlak111g nu• (1-

baJ\lMt) .84 tbue _. a 41at1Dpiabet ua4 plou •- Ulen, 

wb.o o--1\tM Rlolu tor tia. aaaotltloatloa ot the Iae. Ille waa 

the tlrat la all the o• •nltlea to Jdll heraelf or to 'be Jdlle4. 

Th• r••t wen ••••4 by U.. ,,.... of t.ba Blallop~ wltboat 4et111ag 

thallael•••• aooor4lng to all that la written •~•· 

AD4 on the twent7-thlrcl of lJ'&r• tbeJ attaoke4 \be 

o~i tJ' ot Woiwa. The o• anl t1 469'494 1 taelf into two 1roupa1 

one group rema.1ae4 la thelr bouaea, while tbe other ~•d to the 

Biabop. 1'be -Wol••• of tba D9aert• (.Ter.516) aroae .. ainat tho•• 

wbo ba4 r..Une4 in their hoaa•• an4 roblte4 -· •-.a an4 oh114rea, 

1cnuaa ua4 014. TbeJ tb.rn 4own the ataira, claatr.,.. tha bouea, 

an4 loote4 &D4 pl11Ddere4. Tba7 took the Tora, trmple4 lt 'laj be 

alre, tore it, baned it, •u4 4eTou.re4 the al14rea ·of Ial'Ml wit.la 

open aoaua• ( Ia.9111) • SeTeD 4qa attar, • the - 1100D ot Bl••• 
tbe dq wban Iarul •- to S1Dal to reoei•• tbe Torllb, thq f'rtglakD 

·•4 tho•• who 7et raalne4 in tbe palace (roaa) of the Blabop.!lae 

eneale• tortun4 (..U aport ot) us- lib the tomer •••• u4 

eubJeote4 tbea to th• nor4. AD4 t1le7, enoourage4 'b7 the R'PQl• of 

8 . RisPop John 10~0 - 1104 . 



their l»reu.r.a, ( let UI m el••• l»e) Jclllet mottt71 .. U. •­

before U.. •79• ot all. !tle7 atniobet oat tlaelr aeob to let tMir 

ba.U M out oft, tor ta.a aalr.e of the•- of tlaelr Creator. ~et 

ibea o~tt.4 •aio1 ... ftle7 tultlllM (~ Tene)a•n. mo\llU 

... •••bat la Jl•••• witla bar ohl14rea •cl tile tatller tell wltll Ida 

•OD• tor be wu JclU.t la U..lr at ... • (Boa.lOel.&). ODe 111 .... \ent 

hla uotur, wu.r Id• kl• ••• or Ill• wtte, u4 hi• olailtna1 

l»rlctesr- alUS)atent Uletr lwi ... , .- tnder•lae.n.t wnn, Uleir 

1»elne4 .... All4 all aooeptd '118 JadP"'Dt ot II•••• wttla "1111 .. 

maria, aat .arnaderl111 t!aelr •0111• to their Creator, oriet• 

•Bear o Jarael, the Lon our Got, th• Lort ta ene•. !be ea-1•• 

atrlp»ecl th•· ctnsa•• ... mrlecl th• ....... ,. 'l'be7 left ... .... 

a few 11h• tU7 torot'bl.7 1-Pttaet tD their atlaking •t•r -Ca1Dat 

their wllla. •earJ.7 eight blm4re4 ... the D1181>er of \be alaiD OD 

tbaae two ••• 8114 all ot thm •n broa&ht to the er••• Dab4.Ml4 

00Doel'D1111 t.hm 1enatllll •ouaecta •tbe7 that .. re broucht u.p la 

•carlet .abnoe 41ana•hlll•• (J.ma.4a6). I haTe ..ntt-.4 their .._. 

abOTe. Jlq Goel r-•tt"or gooct. 

•ow wtlen tbe hol.7 _D, the ptoua MD of the AlmiPQ• of 

the ho)¥ o~ntt7 ID XQeaoe, tbe ab1e14 uat protector of all --1 ... n..,ttlea,who•• - wu apreu ~ta.11 la4a, hear4 tlaat 

a part or th• o• mtQ ot 8Pe7•r u4 the o• 'Dt\7 of Wonu, ... 

ldlle4 a HOOD4 U.. Ul4 waa attaoke4 'b7 the awor4, their heM.a 

wakeucl, Ul4 their hearta Mlte4 ua4 beo- like w.ter. Tb97 or1e4 

to Go4 with all their mart• aacl aaicl• •i.ort,Gocl of Iarul, wilt 

Thou make a full ea4 of the re11Dut ot larael•(sau.llal.S), aD4 

where are all ftD!" .tght7 •ODclera, about wbloh oar father• tolcl •• 
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eqiag a '1>14 JOQ not briag u up tr• Kc7Pt u4 ~lGDt _. 

4eliT•r 118 MD7 tlM• ,, How 1• it that JOU h&T• foraabD .... abaad.oa. 

·•cl ua DOW, 0 Lor4, to teli ftr 1l8 iDtO t.be b.ul4a ot ..... t.be wiU.t 

ODet \ba\ be Uatr07 U.' 'Be Dot far fr• Ut for trouble la .... 

uul then la DOU. laalp u• , ... 22.12)•. ADcl •• l .... n of I•nel 

gathered. taseUaer to gl•• U.. goocl MTtoe, how U..7 ldpt .... 

th•••lTea.-- GDa aai4 to uo'1aer• "I.et u ••l"t (acmeoae) fr• 

ov.r •14en, Ulat w al!all lculJ what to 4o, for tbi• 1reat ••11 will 

nallow u•. AD4 t.be•• o-. wit.h om pu.rpo"f to rana• \heir li••• 
b7 ulag ( •»r•a.4111&) ti.tr --.7 ..-:~- brl lNI• to tbe prtao••• gnernor•• 

Biabop• UMl d.Ulf.ea. AD4 tlae bea4• of tlaa ooncrecatlon, who nr• 

reapeote4 1D th• •7•• ot tbe Blebop, aroae aDd o- to tu Biahop 

and to hie priao••• ancl hi• ••nanta to •P•ak w1 tb 1.1a1 an4 they 

•aicl to tbaa •nat •houl.4 w 4o a'bout the report we ha•• hear4 

regar41-. our 'bretbra who were killecl iD Spe7er ucl Womat• AD4 

th•J --red.a •Liatea to our a4Yice1 briag all 7our aone7 lato oar 

treuurte .. an4 7oa, 7our w1¥ea,7our aoa• and. 4auehkr•• an4 all who 

are with 7oa, ua•bl• ta the gal.ace ot the Biabop, until the 

iDTaclera b&T• goDe . awq. Thu• you will a.. able to eaoape fr• tbe 

bud• ot the oruaaclera.• The7 CU.cl tbi• all4 gaT• •uoh a4Tloe, 1D order 

to gather ua together ancl 4el1Ter ua oTer into their power, ancl to 

••1•• ua like fiah, which are oapturecl in an ••11 net, •o u to ~. 

awa;r our aOD97f u tbeJ actuall7 414 in the encla the encl \hua prn•• 

the tomer 4••11118• AD4 the Bi•hop ••en ua .. blecl hi• priaoea UMl 

aerTanta, bi1b-prino••• no'bl ... n, in or4er to belp ua, beoauae at the 

beginning it waa bi• intention to aaTe u• with all hi• migbt, beoaae• 

we gaTe bi• an4 bi• prince• and hie •~rTanta a beaT7 bribe for \bia, 



in that '11•1 ba4 pr-1Hd to proteot. u. But la the a41 all Uaat 

bribe ud all that peretaaaion cl.tel not. belp to proteot • OD 'the 

• Dq -' ft&W i be,fore t.be enl cltepenaat1oe. 

At tbie tim ~•n4 of 1095) Ulen aro•• a 4U., 'b7 tlle 

~ ~ Gocltre7 ( ot Bouillon) - ~ bi• bone• be cruelled to pleoea -

a ru thl••• fellow, Who•• aplr1 t of barlot17 let hill utrq to J ola 

tbo•e who go to 14olatrou te•tl•al• (the craa ... ra). H• nor• an 

••11 oath uaat be would aot ••t out on hia Joanq watll be would 

aTenge tile bloo4 o,f J'e•u upon tbe bloo4 of I•rul, an4 that he would 

not lea•• a rnnut nor a •uni•or, of tho•• ugon whaa there waa the 

name of J'••• tor hla anger waa gnat (full) -aainet. aa. But. there 

aroee ~18Repalrer ot the Breach• (Ia.58112), the won4er of t.he 

generation, a Gocl•fearlng aua,(who wu worUQ') to aacritioe upon 

tbe inner altar, Rabbi ltaloD1Jao•• the pree14ent o~ the congregation 

of l.lqeDO•• who awittl1 aent a ••••ns•r to King Benr1 in the l':ingdoa 

ot Pule fltal.1)1 tor he had been lingering there tor nine ~eare. He 

told him all th• ha.\)pening•.Azul the anger or the king became intl ... d, 

and he ••Dt. t.o all the proTinoea ot hie Jt1ngdam, to the l)rino••• 

b1ahope and d.u.kea1 feapeoiall.7) to Duke Gocltre7, lett.era, worcla 

of peace, that the7 ehould protect the Jen, ao that no one 91aotald 

touoh u..., or 4o th• hara, and that theJ ahould be a help &D4 a 

refuge unto thaa. But the wicke4 duke awore tbat it ba4 DeTer ocme 

upon hi• alncl to do th• u7 hanl. And tor all tbie t.he7 conterre4 

ugon bia in Cologne ti•• hundred marka of ailTer, an4 the7 oonterrecl 

an equal uo11Dt upon hia in llqenoe, and be pramiae4 to obtain for 

thea peace wi tb proteotion. But the Kater of Peace clepartecl tr• thm, 

lifted up Ria •7•• tram Bia people and •bllrled th• to the ponr ot 

the sword• (Jer.18121). Bo prophet nor ••er nor 9Z!7 wi•• or 4iaoera­

ing man ie able to tathcm the reaaon wb7 the ein ot the congregation 
9. -'he f oll)-.. i n i:; toisode does n.J t belong h trt:, but a t be~inn111$t of doc. 
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waa to11D4 ao sreai tbat the hoq ooncreaaitcma ba4 to •utter 

(with tlaelr 11•••>• u tho tbe7 th-.l••• ••r• bloo4·SU1l'J'. 

li•••rtb.el•••• Be 1• a ripteoua Jude•• uct th• guilt (•Til report) 

1• ova. 

ADct thea the •••Uliag watera (alatortuma) 1Dor_.4, Ul4 

th•J ( tha •Delli••) i•eatect t1otiona about the people ot Goel, wbioh 

were aot tne, a.,-1._a "1'• are th• ohilctnn ot thoae who killect ORr 

God, and h'1DS h1a OD a tree•. KTea ha (himeelt-J'ena) ~·· •There 

will a till be a ctq wtaa ., oldlctran will ccma anct a••ns• 'II:/ bloocl•. 

We are hla ohilctren aacl lt la up to ua to reek Teageuoe upon 7ou, 

for 7ou are hi• traitor• uct traa.gre•aora. ~oreti• 7our Goct, 

who ba4 pr.taect to cto goo4, wu aot aatiafiect wt th 7oa, beoaa&ae you 

414 enl before JUa. Therefore, Be forgot JOUt anct faTored 7011 DO 

aore tor 7ou .. re atltt-aeokact. Be aeparated Bi ... lt fTGll 7ou, ua4 

•h1aect upon ••• anct took .. for Bi• portion. act whea •• heard tbat, 

•our heart treablect, &D4 aoTect out of ita plaoe• (Job 37•1). We 

beo... ailent, •anct aat in dal'Jme••• u tho•• who ha4 beea loag ctea4, 

until Goel loobct torth and behelct tr• HeaTea• (X...3a6,50). 

AD4 alao (the) SatarJ,0 the pope of the wiobct ROiie o_, 

a.net iadect a oall to all the nation• who btli•T•ct kla Jeaua, urg1Dg 

that theJ• the ohilctrea ot Seir, ahould gather together uact go up 

to Jeruaal• uct ooaquer the oit7 for theuelTea (in orcler '11.at there 

ahoulct be a) paTect roa4 tor the oruaater• to go to t!le 1raTe •••••• (~ 

hia)11h• the7 ha•• aooepted u their God. The Satan c- u4 a11t1le4 

-ons the people1 anct they gathered together aa oae man to obe7 ihe 

command. The7 ow, u mmeroua u the eUMl which ia upon the ahon of 

the eea, and their Toice waa lilm the tumult of Whirlwin4 aD4 t..,..,. 
10 . Po;>f: Urb~ LL - Council vf : l trmont Uov. 1095. 
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Uter tm -bittered .... ba4 u-U•4• ua.7 plume4 a wtoir.a 

plot .. ataet tile "OJl• of Go4, •aPlll• "Wb7 ehoa.14 .. (theJ) be 

eo lN•J tiptlag th• IU.eellte• rCMlll4 &boat .Jenaal•t Ia then 

not •ems u a peop1e who 4M not om tor oar (Uaelr) Go4, aM 

whoH tatbera na--. ou (tbelr) Go4t 1fta1' ahoal4 w let Uaea 

11•• an4 11111 llll0814 w let e.. a.u ...,.. ut Let oar non, 
begin on tbelr be .. , _. after Ula\ •• will 10 cm Uae .., to oar 

(tbeir) 14o1.• AD4 ua. !aeart ot Ul• people of our Oo4 •abae4 aDll 

tber• wu no aptrit i.tt •aes u.a.tor tlle•• ••11 plasuea •ote 

th-~ ti••· na.1 o- -4 lal4 4own their npplioatiom before 

God, taate4 aa4 ao 41111D1ahe4 their bloo4 an4 tat that the heart of 

Iarul •lte4 wt \Ida Ulm. •AD4 Oo4 414 u Be apoke, beoaae •• 

a1ue4 agatut Bia• (1er.40a3). "Be toreook Bi• tabernaole at Shiloh 

tb• little aaaotuary, whloh Be had ..a to 4w11 •oas the nation•• 

(Pa.,8160). Bi• aac•r ras•4 an4 Be 4r•• (•ptie4) tbe•• noru upon 

(after) tbua, u.atil aa fn r ... laed •u a beaooa upon tbe top of a 

•ountatn, ea4 u an enaiga upon tbe top ot a hill• (le.30tl?).8B• 

uli••ncl Bi• etn111tb lato oaptl•ltJ• (Pa.?8161), UMl traqle4 '1,pcm 

it with teet. •see O Go4, aa4 ocme14er to •hall Thou haet cloD• tbual• 

(Laa.2120).I• not •Iar .. 1 a rob'be4 en4 apo11•4 people• (Ie.42122) of 

your 1Dhar1taa!S•t ft7 414 ;you rai•• the ahiel4 ot hi• oppreeaor, 

an4 wtq 4oea their might prnatl t When the7 bear4 bow I •1P•4, the 

ear• ot all no hear4 it t1ngle4. Bow tb• aigbt7 atq, the ... Dltloat 

atatt, tbe bolJ congregation, the riobl.7 treaauret oCllllllUDit7 of K.qeaoe 

wu brokaal Jlor it wu a lli•iD• lliapeneatloa trca Oo4 to tr7 thoM 

who teared Him, wbether th•7 would oarr7 tb• ;yoke ot Bi• pure tear. 



One c1q there aaae a Chriatlan wcaua who 'brought a gooae 

with her, which ah• laa4 ra1ae4 tr• a fledgling. Tba gooM woal.4 

go ••e17 place tb.e wcaan went. And ab• wouJ.4 about to e••l'7 

puaerbya •aee. Ulla gooae baa u:ncleratan41ag. When I aq that I • 

going on the oruaa4e, 1 t alao wan ta to go •1th •. • Then the 
,. 

orueadera, the att7 clwellera,ancl people of th• lan4 aaa .. ble4 aaalnet 

ua, and •a.J4 to ua ltftere le your di•ine prcmiae t How 11111 you be 

able to •••• 7ourael•••t Look now, tor .7eaua will clo th••• wonder• 

before our (tbalr) ••17 e7ee, in or4er that w aq reek Tengeance 

upon our (tbelr) enealea: AD4 they all o- with norcla to diaatro7 

ua. But a few of the important .. n ot the cit1 oaae and atoo4 1D 

front of thea, and would not allow th .. to harm ua. In that moment, 

tbe cruea4era aroae 111 th one heart againat the oi t7 dweller•• and 

smote one another until they kille4 one of the cruaadera. Tbe7 aaidl 

•All thia the .Tewa baTe brought about•. With the exception of a few, 

the7 all gathered againat thea and. aaich "You are cruel to pre•ail and 

oTertake ua (th .. )•. When the hoq un an all theae thiaga, their 

bearta melted. And when they hearct their woru, the old aen an4 the 

young ·aen aa14a "Would that _,..oulcl clie b7 the llancl of God than bJ' 

the hand ot the eneaie• ot Goel, beoauae Be la a merc1tul Klng, the 

Only One in the uniTerae.• They left their houaea deaolate and 414 

not cC11Be to the aynagogue, except on the Sabbath neareat the new 

moon ot Si•an• which waa the laat Sabbath before our peraecution. 

i'or a few men entered there to prq1 ancl Rabbi .Tudah bar Iaaao 

alao entered there t.o prq among that. group. Thq cried a great. 

weeping, until their aoul went out, tor the7 reali&ecl that it ... 

the d.ecr1.. e ot tbe K111g ot the Kiili ot DD&•J and who wu there to 
;: . . . 
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annul 1 t. And there wu a 41at.lagu1abed aoholar, Jlabbl Baraoh ~ 

Iaaac, who aald to uaa •Know tor truth and oertaint7 that the uone 

waa ordered upon ua - Go4, and that " oanaot. ••O&P• it; tor that 

night JJY tatber-iD•law, Ju4eh,Ul4 J heard the aoul• wbo were prqt1111 

like OrJing, in tb• Q"DAC:>£1&•• And When •• beard tbe -oloe, •• thought 

that per~• a tn of tbe o• ta.al t7 ow tr• tu ooart of tbe Btahop 

to Pre.7 iD Ule QDalOIU at ldd.Dipt beoaue of their trouble Ul4 tbetr 

bi ttem••• of heart. We ran to tbe door of the •JDac<>su• to ••• who 

the prqiac GDaa ""· But tu door wu loob4. We heard the Toloe, 

a loucl •••Pins, wt w ooul4 not 1&1;cleratoocl a thing 1 t aalcl. Trabling, 

we returne4 to our houea, tor the houae was near the •7Jlagogue.AIMI 

when •• heard tbe•• th1Dg8 .. proatrate4 ouraelT•• aDCl •a14a -Wilt 

Thou, o Lord Goel aab a (tull) end of tbe rumant of I•rMlt•(EHk 11113)~ 

Then th•1 (Baruch ud Judah) went ud told tbeir uper1eaoe• to their 

brethren who were in the oourt. of tbe duke ucl ln the ro.. ot the 

Bishop. TheJ Jmn tbat tbe 4aor•• o- fr• Goel, and tbe7 cried a 

great wailing, ud Juatltie4 the Jud&mnt. aqlnaa "Rlghteoue art 

Thou, O Lor4,and upright are~ Judgllente• (Pa.1191131). 

And on the new aoon of SiTan, the Dake I•oo, tbe oppreaeor 

ot all th• J'ewa - ~ hi• bone• be ground to pleoea ln taOll t.hre•hllll 

•lecla,-o_ with a mighty IU'!V, with oruaadera and o~on people, and 

aet up teDt• outalcle of the oi tys for the gate• of the ci tJ wre 

oloaed before hi•• J'or be aleo aalda •I 4eeire to go on the cruaau•. 

And he bee- the bea4 of the 1DTa4er•. Be imagined (in hi• heart) 

that a me••encer ot J'eaua cae to bbl, aacl aet a sign upon hi• flesh 

to let him know tbat u aoon a• he woulcl c•e t.o Greek ltal.7 (8ic117) 

he himeelt would come and crown hi• 1'i th the Jdngl7 crown, in token 

that all hie enemies were oTercame. Be wu the head ot all oar 
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ppreeaore. Upon the ol4 aen and the T1rclae, he ba4 no .. ro7.UpOD 

the cbllcl, the auokllag, and the aiok, be had no o•puatoa. Be 

treated the people of Goel a• cluat of thre•hing. Their 7outba he 

killed b7 the nor41· anct tbe pregant wcmen h• ripped open. 'l'h•7 

enoaaped ou\a14e of the oit7 for two ~·· At the time when thia 

wiokecl ~ o- to llqeaoe, on hi• •&7 to Jerueal•• the elclere of 

the people "nt to their blabop, Ruthan, an4 bribed. hi• with 300 

aarka of a1l••r• BJa intention wu to go the T1llagea, which were 

Wlder tbe oontrol of the bi•hop, but the oom111ai t7 tut br1becl hi& 

c... an4 beaeeche4 h1a to r..Ua 1fi th thea in Kqena1e. Be brought 

the whole o~it7 into hla inner oh•ber and aaicl1 "I • willing 

to help 7ou • • .AD.cl the 4uJce alao aa14a •1 - alao wllling to t&n7 

here to 'be a help to 7ou, ancl to gi•• 7ou all our pi~oteotton until 

the oru•a4•r• ha•• gone.• The 0MM1n1 t7 oonaented tc> clo ao and both 

the tiahop and the due agreed, •'1iDC• -We will e11Uler die or llTe 

with you.• Then the o• •nl t7 aa1ch "Iow atter our Jllelghbora and 

our aoquaintwea h&Te agreed to help ua, •• shall 1alao aead our 

· money to tmoo, the wicked, and place letter• in h1• Ju.ncl, that the 

coamu.ni tiea on hi• wa-s will abow him reapect. Perh&JP• God •111 abow 

us great mero7, and leaTe ua alone. •Therefore we tb:rew &•&7 our aone7 

in giTing it to the biehop, hi• princea, hi• eenanta, ud to the 

city dwellera1 about 400 marks of 11l•er. And we g~~• to X.co,tbe 

wicked,eeTeD litre• of gold in order that be might '.belp ua. But it 

was of no a•ail,tor our wouncla did not reoelTe any 'healing until now. 

7olfwere not eTen regarded like So4oa and Gomorrah. To aaTe thea, 

only ten were required. but to aaTe ua, neither twenty nor ten were 

aut'ficient. 
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On t.be third ot SiT&Dt which wu a dq of aanct.1fioat10D 

and ••parat.lon tor Iarul, the 4q ot the gt Ting ~ tbe Torell, ae 

which Koaea,our t.eaober, mq he reat in peaoe, apo:tea •Be r~ad7 OD 

the t.hlrcl 4q• (b.19al5h on Ul1a ctq, the o~i t.7 of Jla¥•Dce, 

the pioua ot the Koat. High, were aeparatecl 1n bol1neaa and purit.7, 

an4 all are aanotit1e4 t.o go up to Goel together • .,or ainoe tbe7 

were trlen417 (pleaaant.) in their llTea, •Ten in their 4eatha, the7 

were nqt 41Ti4e4 (cf .II Baa.lt23). All iJf tb• were iD the palaoe 

of tbe •t•hop fteD t.be ager ot God waa JdDcllecl againat. hi• people. 

He eetabliahed tb• plan ot the oruaadera and proa~red their bancla. 

~either tort.une, Dor ~aatiag, nor affliction, nor Cl'J'iag, nor 

rigbteouane•• &Tailed. Bot. a single one waa touncl to beal (atancl in) 

the breach1 JJeitber teacher Dor ohlet1 .... n the ho~ torah wu not 

able to protect it• 41ao1plea. •An4 all the aplendour .. nt out frCllll 

the daughter of Zion• (J.am.116) • which ie Keyence, tor the Toice ot 

the aight.7 .. n of tbe tlock bad oeaaecl, tbe Yoioe of warriora,•wbo 

turned back the battle• (la.2816), •wbo turn the many to righteoua• 

neae• (Dan.121~). •the city of praise, the city of my jo7• (Ia.•9a25), 

wbich acattered ao much money to the poor and tbere waa no one to 

write in the annal a with iron pen the 1118111' 4eeda which happened 

there aince time ilmiemorial. In one place were united, Torah, Great­

neaa, Richea 1 Honor, W1adoa, Humility and Good Dee4e, to aake a 

double fence around their deed• (wor4a). And now their •1a4Cllll waa 

swallowed up and they were deatroye4 lik9 the ch114ren of Jeruaal .. 

at the time of their cleetruction. An4 at noon, i.ao, th• wicked, tbe 

ol)preaaor or the jewe, he and all hia army caae againat the gate, 

and the city dweller• opened the gate for hla. And the eneaiee of 

God aaid, one to anothers •see they haYe OJ>eD•4 the gate• for uae 
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Let u1 now aTenge th• blood ot .Teeue.• But when the children at 

the boly oOTenant, the Hol1 On••• tbo•e who f'ear the lloat High, 

aaw that tbe a1ght7 mltitucle, the great uw;y, waa u mmeroua 

u the •and which la upon the abore ot the Ha, th•J' clang to 

their Creator. 1'be7 then put on armour an4 girded tb•••l••• with 

weapon• of war, old and J'OllDS• ADcl Rabbi KaloDJlloua bar lleahul•, 

.the preeiclent, •aa at the head. But beoauee ot their 1DaDJ trouble• 

and faatlnga, the7 414 not baTe enough etrength to withstand the 

enemiea. Ariel then came groupa and troope, flowing like a riTer, 

until Ka¥enoe waa tilled from one end to the other. The enaq, 

lJDOo aprea4 a rumor ln the ear• of the ccmmun1 ty to driTe out and 

ohaae the eneJ117 from the oity.•And the tumult from God•(zeoh.1411~) 

was great in the olty. And each man or Iarael in the inner court 

ot the biahop girded himself with weapou and all drew nigh t.o the 

gate to tight the cruaader• and the cit7 dwellers. ADd they fought 

one · againat the ather into the m14et or the gate. But our ain• 

oaueed the enemies to ~reY&il BD4 to capture the gate. And Go4'a 

hand was heayY upon Ria people, 8.lld all tbe fentilea, gathered 

against the Jews who were in the court to wipe out their Daile.And 

the hands ot our people were weakened when they aaw that the hand 

of the ricked Ed• attaok•cl tha. Tb~ MD ot tbe liahop, 1fbo bad 

pledge4 them help, al•o tled at tirat, in order to deliTer th• 

into the hand o~ the en-1••• tor the7 (the -n ot the biahop) 

were like broken reed• to them. The &tabop himaelf' alao tled fr• 

his abomination ( church), beoauae they wanted to kill him alao, 

b~ cauae he ha4 apoken in taTor ot Iarael. AD4 the eneaiee _entered 

the court on third ot S1Tan, on Tuee4q, •A 4q ot darlme•• u4 

gloamineaa, a 483 of cloud• and thick d~eaa•(Zeph.1115). 



-14-

ex.et 4arlm••• an4 the abadow ot death olaia it tor their OWD•(Zob Sa6). 

•Let not God inquire after it tr• abOT•t neither let tba llgbt ehiae 

upon 1 t• (lob 3a4,~). Woe to thl• clq, upon Whioh •• •• th• atniot• 

ion or our soul•. Te •tara, why clid. 1• not darken 7our llgbt! Ia 

not I•r•l ccmpare4 to tbe atara, anct tba twelT• alp• of tbe Zocliao 

to the znaber of the triblea of the aon• of Jaoobt WbT 414 7ou not 

withbol4 7our light tr• ahinlag upon 7our eneai••• who plume4 to 

cleatroy the n- ot Iarult Wben the lhilclren of the OOTenant ... 

eaw that tba cleone wu tultille4 and that the eneaiea oonquere4 

thea and entere4 the oourt, tbe7 all cried together, ol4 an4 JOUllC• 

Tirain• an4 b07a, •n-awrranta uut -.14-aenant•, to their father 

in beaTen, weeping tor thea an4 for tbeir 11•••· Tbe7 Juatitie4 the 

Judgment of .. &Yen, •&7inc one to another• •Let ua take oourage and. 

bear the 7ob of the Bol.J :rear. OnlJ ror the time being will the 

enemi•• kill ue, aD4 o~ by .. an. ot the euieat of the tour t7P9• 

or death, by the aword.. •• ahall be allYe but our eoula will be 

eatabl1ahe4 in Para4i••• in the great luo14 apeoulua tor •••r an4 

eTer. • And they a&14 with peaceful heart and willing 1pirita•Atter 

all, one ahould not cr1tio1ae the W&7'8 of the Holy One, Prai•• be He, 

and ble•••d be Hia •-· who gaTe ua Bia Torah encl the o•: '"' to 

let our•elTea be Jdllecl an4 alain tor the Uni t7 of Bia Bol.J •-· 

HapPJ aball n bet if we do Hia will. Hap.?J ia eYery one who la 

killed and elaughtelll,ancl who 41•• tor the Unit7 of Hi• s .. e.Re ia 

teatined for the world to ocme ancl he will dwell in the group with 

the righteoua, Yi th Rabbi Aki ba and bl• co.rad.ea, t.h1.. pillar• o~ the 

world, Who nre Jdllecl tor th• aake ot Hie JI .... An4 not onl.7 that 

but a world ot 4arkn••• will be changed for b1a into a world of light, 
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and a worl4 of trouble to a world of gl&dll•••• 11114 ae eph ... ral 

world to a permanent world, for eTer an4 eTer. AD4 then tbe7 all 

ehouted in a lou4 Toioe, ae onea ~Gii no. on •• oannot 4el8i1 8Q7 

longer, for the •nut•• are alnacl1' ccaing u,pon ua. Let ua go in 

haate, &D4 aaorifio• ouraelT•• aa a aacrifioe before God. Let 

eTeryone no baa a bife, autne it, leat tmre be a clefeot in 

it ,and let bi• ocme an4 alaughter ua, for the auotifioation of 

the unity of eternal lite, ad atter that, let hi• alaughter 

h1aaelf at hie own throat • let him atab himaelf in tbe •tcmacb.• 

Aa soon u \be •nml•• entered the court, the7 tou.n4 there a few 

of the perf'eot pioua MD •1th our teacher, Rabbi Iaaao bar Ko•••• 

uprooter of •ountain•. Be e.tretohed out h11 neok ud they cut off 

hi• hea4 firat • They wrapped theaaelTea in pr&7._ llh•l• and 

tr1ngea, and aat tbua in the court, re847 to tulfill tbe will of 

their Creator. Tbe7 414 not want to flee into the roCllll, 10 aa to 

~rolong their lite aa. hour longer, for out ot lOTe the7 aooepted 

the Judpent of BeaTen. Dae •n•-.r cut atone• and arrcnra at thm, 

but the7 414 not think of neeing. Tbe7 mote all wh• tbe7 found 

there •with the stroke of the BYord and with 1laughter and deatructiont 

(Esther 915). And when thoae who were in the roaaa •aw the 4ee4 

of theae righteoua onea, and bow the ene117 fell upon thm, tbey all 

shouted& • ••••• »etter would it be to ofter oureelTe1 aa aacrifioea.• 

And the women there girded their loins with strength and alaugbtered 

their •one and their daughter• and then themaelTea. Many ••D alao 

plucked up courage and alaUt;htered their wi••• and their children 

and their babee. The tender and soft hearted mother slaughtered her 

f aTorite child. And the7 all, men ancl women, aroae ancl alaughtere4 



each other. llaideaa, br14•• and grocma looked out ~ the wiadon 

and cried la loud Toioea1 •Look an4 aee, our Go4,what we are 

doing tor the aanot ificatioa ot - · areat B ... , ia not ohanglag 

Tb•• (tor a bange4, cruo1f1e4, clirt7, deteetable, abaataable, 

butard, an of 11Dcl.e&Dl.ln•••• aoa of oaraalit7).• 
' 

•And the preoioue aona of Zion• (Lua.,12), aona of Kareaoe, 

were tried with ten triale, like Abrab .. , our father, and l l ke 

Chana117a, Jfiohael and Aaarlah. And atterwar4a tbe7 tried their 

sons, like Abraba trie4 Iaaac h11 aoa, and w1lllagl7 reoe1Te4 

upon tllaaelTea the 7ob of th• tear ot EeaYen, the King ot the 

King of Kiaga, the Bol7 One, Praiaed be Be. The7 41d not want to 

deny nor exchange the tear our King tor tbe ottapring who i• an 

abaminable ba1tard, a eon ot uncleanline••• a aon of carnalit7. 

They atretcbe4 out their neck• r~r tbe 11aughter.an4 1urren4ere4 

their innocent aoule for their ~ather in BeaTea. And righteoua 

and pioua women atretched out their necka, one to the ether, to be 

saor1tioe4 tor the Unity of the Bame. A father wae alaughtere4 by 

hi• ion or hie brother1 a brother by hie 1iaterf a aoti-ler b7 her 

eon or her daughters a neighbor by hia nei t;hbor or friends a 1ro• 

by hi• brides a betrothed by hi• betrothed. One alaughtered and waa 

slaughtered, and another slaughtered and was alau.ghtered, ur.til 

blood mingled with blood; the bloode of buebanda with that of their 

w1Tea; ot father• with their ch1ldren1 of brothers with their siateraJ 

of teachers with their di•ciplee; ot gro•• with their bride•; of 

cantor• with their scribes; of children and 1uckllaga with their 

mothers. They were killed and slaughtered tor the Unit7 ot the 

iionored and Awe-Inspiring ~ame. The ..ra ot 'whoaoe•er heard thia 

or the like tingled. •J'or who hath heard auch a thing! 'Jho hath 
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•e•D •oh thiac•t• (la.6e.8) Aak aD4 an wbtDer then - •Y•r 

auob a lll&ltitariou• •aoritio• alnoe tile ti .. of the tir•t mill, 1a 

wbiob 1100 ottert11&• were aaor1t1oe4 on oae clai71 all ot taa.. lib 

the otterinc of Iauo, tbe •OD ot ~--. OD aoooaat ot thla _. 

ofter1111, wbioh wu ottered oa Xcnint Koria, the 1r01rl4 trmbl.•41 

tor it waa •&141 "Behold their Tal1ant eea o-q witllout•(Ia.3317) 

an4 the he&Tena HO- black. Wbat did the7 dot wt11· 414 not th• 

•uaTen• g"J"ow clark, Ul4 the atara with4r• tbeir dL1Dlnst•(.roel 2110) • 

.And 11117 414 not the aoe Ul4 au grow dark in t.hei1~ orbit• (at .Ia.5130) 

when one oae dart the thlrcl ot SiTUlt 1100 hol7 •o~ll• were Jdllecl 

and •1911&ht•r•4t u4 aa llaD7 chilclren and auolcling11 who neither 

tran•&r••••4 nor •inn•~• poor irmooat aoula ! '1111; 'l'hou be carried 

&9'Yt O Lord, on acoomat of thia! becauae tor 1ou.r •ake numberleee 

1oula were killed. Kayeet Tbou aTenge the blood ot Thy aenanta, 

which waa ebed, •P••4il.7 in our de.ye, and before our eyeal Amen: On 

that clq, the crown ot Iarael tell, the echolare ojr the Torah tell, 

the cl1at1nguiahecl eoholar• ceaeecl, the hQJlor ot th•t Torah tell, 

ae it 11 written& •Be hath out the bea&ltJ ot Iera•~l rrom heaTen 

to earth• (Lm.2al). Tboae who teared ain oeaaeda 1the ma of .. eda, 

the glor7 of w1•4•• purl t7, and abatinenoe, the gjlory ot prieet• 

hood, men ot faith, the Repairer• ot the Breach, amd thoae wbo 

remoTe4 the eril deore••• the anger ot their Creat1e>r-the7 all cliecl. 

Those who giTe in eeoret were 41m1n1•hecl." Truth w~a lacking ( reJeote4)" 

(Ie.59tl5). Preacher• ceaae4. D1atingui•he4 and re1apecte4 old aen 

fell, on that .... d.&7 upon wbioh many har4abip• befell u.,wbar• 

there wa1 no ~ to turn, neither to the right nor left (Bu.2212e), 

~because of the fury of the oppreeaor.(Ia.51&13). EYer •inoe the 



th• 4" of the cleatnaot.ion of tbe aeooacl 1'eapl•• t.bere wu none lib 

unto th- in Iarul. ancl after tb•• there 8hall be none1 tor the7 

aanotifiecl and unified ~ •- with all their beart, wl th all their 

aoul, ancl with all their aight. Hapw are the,. ancl h&pw 1• their 

lot! i'or all of th8a are cleatinecl for lite tn the tuture worlcl. -., 1 

alao ha•• a portion wt th th•l 

•Anet He hath mltlfllecl in the claughter of Ju4ab, aourning 

ancl moaning• (i.a.215), •hen the en_, aro•e .. ainat the& and ldlled 

obildren, ancl wa.en, 7outba ucl olcl MD 6n one cs.q. •1'be7 reapectecl 

not the , tao•• ot; pri••t•; th•7 were not 1raoioua unto the elclera• 

(t.a.••16). They bad no ptt7 on ohild.ren and euokliq•a the7 had no 

mero1 on adTanoecl prepant wcmen, un•tl they left not a fugi ti Te, but Jl 
merely two or tbrNtflta. ~or tbe7 all yearned to •anotif'7 the um 

ot their Creator. And When the enma;y c .. e upon them, the7 all criecl 

ill a loud Tolc•• •1 tb one heart and w1 th one mouths •Hear 0 Iarael, 

the Lord our Goel, the Lorcl 1• One•. And there waa a pioua ancl right• 

eoua aan, one ot the great.eat ot hie generation, our teacher, Babb! 

Yenachea bar Judah, Who apoke in th• eara of the people and u.pounclecl 

betore them• •Juat aa Jacob, our father clid to hi• aon•1-When he 

aougbt to re•eal to tha the encl, when the Souohinah departed tr• 

hi•, and he aaiclt •Le•t t.bere be found in me a blemi•h• like that 

which ia•ued forth frcm Ieaao, our fathers• a.it they an .. erecl u4 

said• •Hear o larael, th• Lord is our Goel, the Lord 11 one•s and 

ae our father• 414 11hen the7 reoei•ecl the Torah OD Mt.Sinai at thie 

time, 1aying1 •we ahall do and hearken•s (11.&.2•17) and tbe7 an8Were4 

in a loud Toices •Hear O I•rael, the Lord 11 our God, the Lord i• One•.~­

eo must you do today!• They declared the unity ot God with tull 

heart, and did aa the Lord of the land commanded, and cried, all with 
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one mouth and one hearts •Hear o I•rael. tile Lord i• oar Goel, tile 

Lord ia oae.• At that time• our teacher. Iaaac bar Ko•••• an4 tile 

reat of the rabbi•• and illportant men. were a1tt1ng in the oourt of 

the liuop and were 0171ag. nth their necb atretohe4 oat, tha7 aa14a 

"When will the robber o-., that we aq reoeiTe upon u• th• .1udcMnt 

of heaT•D' Ye h&T• alread,J' arrange4 the otferlnga, an4 -..le altar• 

tor Hi• •-·• au..• 
AD4 now I will tell an4 narrate about theae gr•at won4era 

which were 4on• on that 4&1 by thoae pioua aen. Behol4, dicl thia 

eTer occur ainoe 48.7• ot old, that one ahould preae the other aa;ylng1 

•Let • be the firat to eanotity th• n ... of the King ot King of 

Kinga, the Hol7 one, pra1ae4 be He.• Anet alao the innoce.nt women, 

daughter• ot king•, threw their aoney and a11Ter through the windcnra 

to the enud.ea, in or4er that the7 aboulcl buay tbcoaaelTe• picking 

u~ the money, (thUa) detaining them a little thereby, until they 

aboulcl finish the alaughtering ot their aona and their ctau.ghtera. A.Del 

the handa of the meroiful women ale• their ohilclren. in or4er to 4o 

tht will of their Creator. When the enemea came into the roa.m an4 

broke clown the doora, tbe7 found them atlll struggling conTUla1Tely an4 

wallowing in their blood. They took &W&J their aoney, atripped th• 

naked, and •ote the remaining onea, not leaTing among t.bea a 

remnant nor a aurtiTor. And tbua they 414 to al1 the ro_. in whloh 

were the abildren of the Holy 4oTenant, with the exception of one 

room which waa a 11 ttle stronger; but the enUlie• fought acainat 

them until eTening. And when the holy one a ea• tba t the eDellif waa 

stronger than they, and that they nre not able to with•tuul thea 

any longer, they atrengthened tbemaelTea and aroae, men and WOlleDt 
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and alagbtere4 tbair obllclren f1rat. Keunrlail• the pioua --.a 

woul4- bvl 1 ton•• thrtl'1'Uae win4on upon the •--1••, wbo la tuna 

hurle4 atone• baok at u..a. !he atoa•• atruok tbm ao mu.ob, that 

their bo41•• (fleab) aa4 tao•• were out to pieo••· Thea thq renled 

and blaaph-d Ule Crusadera 1D the a.. ot Jena, the nofane aa4 

abominable one, the aoa of ha.rlOtzi7, ~las• •Ia wham do 7011 pat 

your truett In a putrid oorpeet• The Oru•a4•r• then 4rn aigb to 

break the door. fto •••r aaw or uard wbat thia rigbteoua aa4 pioua 

wo11ua, Raobael, Ule elclaat 4auchter ot Rabbi Iaaao 'bar Uber, the 

wife ot Rabbi Judah, 414t Sba •aid to her 1'r1en4aa • I baTe tour 

ohil4ren. Spare thea not, leat theae unciroumciaed onea ccae and 

eei&e thaa all••• and the7 be confirmed in their abomlnation.BTen 

upon thm aanotif7 the name or the Rol7 Go4.• And one of ber friend• 

came and took the knife to alay her son. But when the aother or 

the children aaw the knife, abe let out a great and bitter Crft and 

beat her1elt upon her tao• and breaat 1ayinga•Wbere ia Thy uro7, 

o God?• (P1.89a50). Then the wa.an aaid to her friends, in the 

bittern••• of aoula •Slay not Isaac before Aaron hi• brother, that 

he (Aaron) aee not the death of hi• brother•. Then (Aaron) ran 

away. And the woman took the boy (Iaaac) and ale• him; for he wu 

the younger and Teey good looking. The mother spread out her two 

hand• to cat.ob the blood and caug.ht the blood in her aleeTeainatead 

ot in a blood bowl. And when the boy Aaron saw hi• brother being 

slain, be criecU "Uotber, ela;y me not.• He ran awq and hid under 

a cheat. She {the mother) had two daughter•• Belle and Vatrona, 

be a.utiful ,prett7 Tirg ine, the daughters of Rabbi Judah,ber huban4. 

l"'hese girls took the knife, and sharpened it that. it be not cluU\'UMS 

stretched out their necks, and •he (the mother) aaor1f1oe4 them to 
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~o4, Lord ot Bo1t1, who onwananded u1 not to exohange hl• holy tear, 

but to be whole-hearted with him, aa it *• Wl"lttena • Be thou 

•hole-heartect with the Lord, thy God.•(Deut.18113) After the pioue 

•oman had t1n1ahed aacr1fic1ng her three children hfore their Creator, 

abe raiaed her •oioe and called to her aon Aarona •Aaron, Where are 

1ou? I cannot oTen apare you, nor haTe mercy upon you.• She pul.led him 

by the toot trcm un4er the cheat, w1here he had hidden and 1aorlfioed 

bim before the high and exalted God .• 'l'hen abe placed them in her two 

eleeTea, two on ea.oh aide near her body, while they were 1till 

struggling conTU11lTel7 beeide her, until the enemies aeiaed the roam, 

and found her 1ittlng and lamenting: OTer them. And they 1a14 to hera 

Show ua the money wh1ob you baTe in your aleeTe1. • But -.ben they ea• 

the alaln ohlldren, they beat her a.rid killed her upon theaJ her epirit 

eac&ped, and her aoUl ca& to an emid. And conoerning her 1 t wae 1aid1 

•The mother waa da1he4 to pieoea wt.th her children• (Hoe.10al4) .She 

41•4 with her tour children juet a11 the (other) piou1 woman 41ed with 

her aeTen children. Oonoerniag thesa, it waa 1a1d1 •A.a a jo7ful mother 

of children• (Pa.11319). A.ncl the ftLther burat into crying and howling, 

•hen be an the deatb of hi• tour c:barming and beautitul children, 

and went and caat himael~ upon hie nord, and hi• entrail• ooaec1 torih. 

and he wallowed in blood in the miclldle or the 1treet wi tb tbe •lain 

onee who were atill 1truggling con'trulaiTely and wallowing in their 

blood. T e enea1e1 alew all tboM •rho were left in the roam, an4 

stripped tbem nalced. •see, 0 Lord, and behold how abject I haTe~ 
.. . ~ ;-. } w~+• 

become: (Lam.11 ll ).• Then the oru•&Clera began to prou.De the name 

of Jeaua, tor they did tbeir will ngainat all thoae who were found 

in the room ot the bi •hop, and then was not a tugi ti •e left -ona that. 
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And they raiaecl their banner•, ancl o- w1 th lOlld nol••• 

upon the reat of the 0 1 .. 1nn1ty in front or the court ot the Duke, and 

beaeiged tbell until they oapturecl the entrance gate of the oourt, ancl 

aleo .. ote thoae Who were f ou.nd therein. 

And there waa a ploua man b7 the u.. ot •oaee bar Helbo, 

no bacl two •011•• Who callecl to hi• eona and aalcl to theaa "Iii) aona, 

Helbo an4 81.moa, lD thl• hou.r hell and para41ee are open. Into whiob 

ot th• would 7ou now oare to entert •And the7 an ... recl and aa14 to 

hims •we would like to enter the door of para41aei• And they atretohecl 

out their neolal an4 the en..tea •ote the father together w1 th the 

aona. lla;r their aoule liacer in para41•• in tbe light ot litel Ancl 

the •Croll of the Torah waa alao there in the room. And 1daa the 

cru•aclera o- into the rooa and tomad it, they tore it to pieoea. 

And when the holy ancl pure WOiien, claugb ter• of king a, •• that the 

Torah waa torn, they cried out with loud Toicea to their huabandaa 
tr 

•see, see, the erijaiea haTe torn the hol7 Torah.• Ancl all th~ women 

eaid, aa wt th one mouths •woe l • the holy Torah, the crown of beauty, 

the splendor of our eyea, before which we uaecl to :proatrate ouraal••• 

in the Synagogue, which our 11111&11 children klaaed, and which •• baYe 

honored! - Woe.it ha8 now fallen into the m&ncl• ot thoae unoiro\Dl01ae4 

unclean ones:• And when the men heard the worcla of the holy women, theJ 

grew Tery sealoua for the Lord our Goel, and Hia holJ' precioua Torah. 

A young aan b7 the name ot Rabbi DaTid, bar Rabbana Rabbi Jl•nab .. , 

called an4 aa1cl to th•• 9117 brethren, rend 1our garmenta, in reapeot 

of the Torahl • And tbeJ rent their garment•. 'l'be7 round one cruaacler 

in the room, and all the men and women aroae and atoned him to death. 

And When the ct t7-clwellera and crua&clera aaw that one of the oru•acl•r• 

wa11 dead, they fought again•t tbm. 1'hey climbed upon the roof, in 
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which houae the ohll4r"'D of the hoq coYeaant ""· 1'he7 tore •Oin tu 

roof, ahot th• with arrowa, etonecl U... With aton••• aa4 e\a-..4. th­

until the7 11&4e aD encl ot thm. There wu a ••17 good mu 117 the ~ 

ot lacob bar sui-. who how•••r. did not 0Q91 frca aD bonorabl• faa117 

Bild whoa• aother wu not a le••••• Who or1e4 w1 \la load Toioe to all 
7011 

1fbo were •tua41ag near hi•• 1~11111 •until I now/baT• 4eapi••cl •• but 

now aee wbat I • going to doS• He took the mite whioh wu in bi• 

hand, put 1 t to hi• throat, beton the •1•• ot al11 an4 alauptere4 

himaelf ift the n... of the floritieclot the llorif1e4, the Lor4 of 

Hoit• 1• Hi• •-· AD4t there waa yet another man by t he ~ of 

Saauel bar Kor4eoai, the el4er, W'ho alao auot1tie4 the lll-. Be 

called to all who were atandlng near him ud •aids •see, IV brethren, 

•hat I • going to do today, tor the aanotitioation ot the ll•• ot 

the EY•r·l1•1DS One.• He took bi• knife, and atabbed 1 t into hi• 

belly, and hie entrail• apilled on the ground. 'l'hua tell u old man 

in bia holineaa, tor the unit)' ot the Bame, and the aanctiticaticm ot 

Hi s tear. 

ADcl the Crua&dera and city clwellera turned tram ther~, anct 

came presumptuoualy into tbe m14at ot tbe oit7, into one of the oourta, 

when they••• that they (the Jew•) exeroiaed their will ag&inat their 

enemies. And Da•id bar Mathaniel, the tax collector, hia wife, hia 

children and all hi• houaebolcl were hidden i!¥l court belongi~ to a 

}rieet, l'he ~ rieet aaicl to thema •see, there is neither a remnant 

nor a surttTor left in the oourt ot the iiahop, nor in hi• caatlea, 

nor eTen in tbe court ot the Dllke. All were killed or cast out, or 

trampelled upon in the mire of the atreeta, except the t'e• or thea 

whom they conTerted, who turned to our teaching. If you~H"o likt.. wiae, 

then you 11111 be able to aa•e yourself, your money, and all your 



houeehold from the harut ot the Crus a4era.•/An4 tbe.!U04•f'earing MD 

annereda •Go outside to the Cruaa4era &Del city clwelLler• ancl tell 

them in my name, that the7 ahould all oaae to .... JUacl whea th• prieat 

beard the wor4• of UM Jioua llalle D&Tld, ua. ~ oolleotore he 

reJoioe4 uoeediJ'llT ewer hi• wor4a, tor be tbought11 •Al.re~ 1• auoh 

a prominent Jew willins to hearken to our To1ce. • Htt ran outaide 

before th.: people ancl told them the words ot the pictu• one, Who had 

11ent him. ~cl al•o th.11 all rejoiced excee41ngly. ll.•~Y tbou•ancla 

gathered round about the house. When the righteouiptlaw th•• he put 

h111 truat in the God ot hi• tathera, ancl proolalmecl unto them, &IQ'inga 

"Ye are the children ot harlotaa you belieTe in a Go•d who ia {a cruc1t11:.d) 

bastard), bu.t I belie•• in an eternal liTing Goel, tl11e glory ot the 

high heaTen•• in wham I haTe tru•ted to thi• day, a11,d will clo ao until 

my ao"1 deiarta. I know tor certainty that it you will kill me {him), 

my soul will reet in paradiae, in the light ot the liTing; but you 

will go down to a dark pit for eternal dwelling, and will be banished 

in hell ( with your Gocl),abo111~ tillth,tor be ie the eon ~t a Barlot•. 

When they heard the worde ot the pioue man, they gre'W Tery angry, 

because he re9roaohed them and told them their shame. Tht:y ra.1 se4 their 

banners and encamped roundabout the houae, and began to about an4 cry 

in the name ot Jeeua. They went up to him, ancl kille1d him, hi• righteous 

wife, hie son, hie claughter, hie son-in-law, and all hie houaeholcl and 

hie maid aenant. All were killed !or the aanotitication of Hi• •••· 

There !ell the rigbteoua one wi tb the men ot bia bou11eholcl1 and tbe7 

cast them out through the windows into the atreeta. '.Ibe cityclwellere 

,and eruaadera t..irned trom there, and. came to another bou••· to the 

~ouee of Rabbi Samuel bar :Beaman, who &leo aanotitiecl the name of the 

~oly One. They gathered around bi• house, tor he alc>ne or all the 
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communi t7 waa iett in hie houee, with a few ot the other r.aatnlnc 

onee. They entreated hia and sought to baptise him in their putr14 

waters but he and all who were with him, put their truat in their 

Creator, and. wou.14 not hearken to them, to sula.1 t to them. So the7 

killed them all ua4 tr .. pelle4 upon them • - th their feet (troopa). 

•:ror th••• thing• I ••Pl Jllne eyea runneth d.on with 

water• (t.a.lal6), beoauM the aanotuary of our Go4 wu burned., and 

bec&i.lae ot the burning of the leader, Ieaac bar Dari4, who waa b\lrne4 

in hi• hCM1••. 
An4 now I will tell an4 make lm0'9 to all how the thing 

happened . On the fifth clay ot the month ot SiTan, on the eTe ot 

· Shebuoth, tbeae two pioua men Iaaac, the righteoua,bar DaTid, the 

chief, and Uri bar Joaepb, came and. acknowledged their Creator, 

and eanct1tie4 uoee41ngly the Bme ot tbeir Creator. J'or on the 

third ct~ (of Si Tan) when the cammuni ty waa killed, on t 1.at 1ame 

day, tbeae two piou1 men were reacued for hell (iehinaa) since the 

enemies baptized them againat their will. And ther~fore they reoeiYed 

u~on themaelTea a death, auch a1 waa not written in all the 9uniebmenta. 

Isaac, the pioua, came to his tatherla houae to look atter the bid.dell 

treaau.rea which were concealed there since the cla.1• of hi• father. 

He came to the cellar and found that the enemies hacl not touched it. 

He thought& tt'What good ia all thia money to me ncnt, eince th• enem1e• 

haTe practiced the cunning of their heart on me• in order to aeparate 

me from rt1::f God., and t l make me re bell againat the law ot our Holy 

LordT And in addition, a priest aeek• to atrengtben':\n bia faith! 

Ia there any rigbteouan~sa tor me in this money' tor one carrie1 to 

the future world neither s11Yer nor gold, but only repentance and 

good dee4e.• He me41tateds •I shall repent . I shall be perfect and 
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cmplete Yi th Go4, the Lord ot Iarael, until I ahall cleliTer ., aoul 

to !till, and fall into Ilia han4a. Perhape lie will do acoorcllng to 

ie mercy, ao that t ahall •till be united to ., o•ra4e• and come 

Yi th thea into their oemp, to the great light. It ia reTealed and 

known to Him Who triea heart• that I liatened to the enulie• ODl7 in 

or der to aaTe .., oh114ren troa the hanct.a ot the aona of iJliqui t.7, ao 

that they ahoUld not be ocmtirMd in their abcminatiOD•I tor the)' 

are (atill) young, and do not lcnow how to 41atiD&U1•h between goocl 

and eTil.• He went •• hi• father'• houae, hired laborera, repaired 

the door1 ot the hou1e, which tbe enemiea bad broken. And when tb~ y 

tiniabecl repairing the door• on the fifth c1a.7, on the eTe ot 

Shebuoth, be o... to hi• mother and told her what he intenQe4 to do. 

He said to bera •woe, my motber, my miatr•••• I baYe 4eoi4e4 to bring 

a sin-ottering to the God ot HeaTena, by .. ana of which I aball find 

atonement.• AD4 when hi• mother heard the word• ot her eon, that be 

teared God, she made him near that he woulcl not 4o this thing• tor 

ahe waa mOTed to cOJQaaaion tor him, ainoe be alone of all her clear 

ones waa lett to her. Hi• holy wife Scbolaater, the cl.ughter ot 

Ra Jbi Samuel, the elcler, wu killed. Hia own mother alao •&a 111ng in 

beet beoauae the eneaie• had 1ntl1cted many wounds upon her. And thia 

son, Iaaao, ebe aaTe4 from death without baptiam, after the7 bad 

already defiled hia. laaac, her son the pioua one, did not uncleratan1ct 

her worda, nor did h~ lieten to her. He came and abut the doors ot 

the houee upon him•elt • bia children ud hie mother, on all aidee. 

Then the piou1 one aaked hie children, •Are you willing that I 

ahould eacritice you to our God.• . .:.ncl they anaweredz•Do whateYer 

you wiah with ua.• And the rigbteoue one aJlewered, a93ing1 
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"ili:J childr en, my children, truly He ie our God, there is no other." 

And Isaac, th e r ighteous, took hie two children, hie son and hie 

daughter, and led them thru t he cour t a t midnight, and brought them 

to t he synagogue bef ore the holy ark, and slaughtered them t here 

f or the sanctification of t he great ~a.me, the high and exalted God, 

who commanded us not to exchange hie fear of the Torah, but to cleave 

t o hi s holy Torah with all our hearts, and with all our s ouls. He 

smeare d their blood on the pillars of the holy ark in order that t hey 

should be a remembr ance before t he Only ~ver-Living King , and before 

the seat of £ i s glor y. ( He said:) "J:lay llhia blood be an atonement 

f or all my sins. 11 And the pi ous one returned through tbe court to 
t his f a ther e house, and se t the hous e on fire a t t he f our corner s . 

And his mother who w&s l eft in the house , wa s burned for the 

sanc t i fic a tion of t he Name. The Pious I saac returned a second tim~ to 

~~rn the Synae;o&ue, and kindled t h e fire a t a ll t he door s . And bile 

pious one kept walking f r om corner to corner (from corner t o co rner ) , 

his hands spr ea d he avenward t o hi s f a t he r in he ave• prayi ng f rom t he 

mi ds t of the fi r e t o God i n a loud and swe~t voice . And t h e enemies 

cri ed to hi m t hrough t he wi ndows: "You v:icked man, c ome out of the 

f i r e ; you a r e still able to save your self!" And they handed him a 

pol e , by which to pull him out f r om t he f ire bu t the righteous one 

was not willing. And there was burned a perfect, upright, God-fearing 

man . (Job 1:1} Verily his soul is hidden in the lot of the righ teous 

ones i n Paradise. And Uri also had t hi s s ame plan to burn t h e 

Sy~ag ogue, because he had hea rd that the enemie s and ci t y dwellers 

wer e s pea..l{ing of building a house of i dolatr y or a min t out of i t . 

So whi l e I saac was s et t i ng hi s f a ther' s h ous e and t h e Synag ogue on 

fire , U:- i was i n a nothe r h ouse . He a lso wanted t o join I sa ac i n 
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1iarning the S711agogue Juat to aanctlf7 the •- in •13GmP8117 with Ida 

friend Ieaao, but he could not reaoh hi.a. J'or the euiemtee aroee 

!rom their bed• at midnight when the7 noticed the t 1lre an4 before 

be (Uri) oould ccme to bi• (Iaaac), theJ' killed Wrl cm the way, 

before he reached the fire. AD4 Iaaao wu burned. TJtiere both of 

them fell before God wt th one heart, w1 th a ooapletca heart, tor 

llia Bame, which 1• oalled •Boat••. And oonoerning tl!l•• and tboae 

like unto thell, lt waa ealda •wtioaoeTer aaorltioee " thankegiTing 

offering hoaora •• ( PaJ60a23). Scme •-.Y that the c:oDTert• heard 

that they wanted to Mk9 a lllnt out of the SJDagoguca, and tor that 

reason, the ploua one burned it, and .... himaelf bulr11ed in the 

Synagogue. Other• •&'¥' that they heard that the enmniea wanted to 

make a bouae of 1dolat17 out of the SJDagogue, ancl 1ror that reaaon 

they burned it. 

One year before the •11¥ of God c8M, (llal. ~h23)betore the 

4eetruot1on cw,. aoet of the rabble wbo were in th•• ocnnmni ti•• cl1ed, 

and th• praainent aen in Iara.el 4eparte4, a• tho to tult111 the Teraea 

•The righteoua are taken aw~ntrm the eTil to came•• (Ia.5?11) .AD4 

Rabbana Rabbi Eleaaar died. 

And there were ma.n;y woaen, who sanctified the naae of their 

Creat•r )lrlt11 the expiration of their aoul.a, but 1'h•> •en not willing 

to exchange Rim tor the banged. Baa tard. Rachael, thu comrade of the 

dead Rabbana .Rabbi Bleaza.r, the OGlll'ade ~ Rabbi Juclab bar laaac, the 

great guid.e, who waa lcilled tor the aanotitloation c>f Hi• Ji_, aad. 

also other hol7 women who were wl th them, •anotitiecl the ••e. Tbe7 

brought the innooent one• before the court of the iclolatora, and. 

persuaded them to let tbmaelTe• be waab.ed 1n their pgtrid watere. 

And •hen they reached their ohuroh (liouae ot ld.olatlry), the7 did. not 
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placed their feet upon the threa!lholcl, but 414 not want to enter 

their bouae ot 14olat17, to -11 'the oclor of abcainable lnoen1e(akin•). 

When tbe Cruaad.er• aaw that the7 414 not want to aooept their 

abaainatic;n1 an4 that the7 alao tr1111tecl and rellecl ln a llTiDI Go4, 

with all their beart, the •Dmi•• then ~'-P94 1lP• th .. ancl beat 

th~m with batohet• uacl be era. ADcl tbare t.be ianooent wwn nn 

killecl tor the ee.not1f1oat1cm of t:be •-· :hrt.beraore, tben wen 

two pin• wcmen, one na Guta, the wife of Babbula Babbl Iaaao bar 

Ko•••• who wu ldllecl earlier, aD4 the otbar wae Soholaater, the 

wife of I1aao, who ,,... bUl'Decl tor the eanotlfioation of the ..... 

They aleo aanotitiecl the •- ot ~be Bol7 ancl oaa,ou, who 11 

unified b7 th• aouth of all the llrtng • .A.t the tl• when the hoJ.7 

one• were killed. in the court of the 118hop, the•• (wcmen) were 1• 

the court of one ot the oity-4weller1. 'ftlen the ~ner..,- outa14e 

PT•••ed. again1t the houee, ud the orv.aad.er• ancl ol t7 dweller• j olnecl 

them, and sought t.o baptise (defile) th• ln their aeetilinc watera. 

But tb•J put their truat in the Ho1l7 One of lerul, ucl 1tretohecl 

out their neoka, wb.1le the Cru1a4er1 •ot• th• •roileaal.7. There the 

boly women were ldllecl for the n111otifloatlon of the Honored and 

lanitied Bame. Saauel bar laaao bal· Smmael alao aanotit1ecl the ~ .... 

tor he waa h144en in a houee. 'lbe111 the7 told hill that tbe hol7 one1 

were ldllecl, he ran out ot the oi t;7 to ••Y• hi• lite with tbe 

aommuni ty ot 8p17er. But tile enea1.e1 c aught hi• and u .Jced hi•• 
•It you will allow youraelt to be baptiaecl, 1 t will be well w1 th 

you, bUt if not, we will out off your neok in thia place.• A.Del 

Samuel wu •ilent, ancl utterecl no1~ a word. He Juatlfied (Go4 '•) 

Judgment ancl 1 .. diatel7 1tretchecl out hi•n•ok, and the7 out 1 t ott. 
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nrnn fell the pious one for the sanctifica tion of the Name, a11d he 

unified the name of our God, who is the Holy God. After the childr en 

Jf the Holy €ovenant who were in the rooms- were killed, the 

uncircumcized ca.me upon them, to strip the slain ones, and to take 

them out of the rooms. They threw them out of the windows to the ground 

naked in mounds and heaps , until they formed a high mountain. Many of 

them were still alive when they threw them; their soul still bound 

to ~arthly life. for there was still a little life in them . They 

indicated to them with their f ingers : "Give us a little water that 

we may drink." When the crusaders saw tha t there was still some l ife 

left within them, they asked them: "If you are will ing to baptize 

yourselves, we will give you water to drink, for you are s till able 

to save yourselves." "Rut they shook their heads (negatively) and 

looked t o t heir l ather in heaven saying : "No!"pointing with their 

fi ngers t o. the 5 ol y One, blessed be He . Tl:ey were not able to utter 

a wor d because of the many wounds that were inf lie ted upon them.And 

they (the enemies) continued to beat them more upon these same wounds, 

until they had killed them a second t i me . 

Those whose names we have mentioned nid all this , and the 

deeds they did s erved as f ood f or the journey . As for the res& of the 

community and the heads of t he congregation s , \';hose deeds 1nd piety 

were not mentioned, how much the more did they yet do . And their deeds 

served to unify the name of t he King of the King of J:ings, the Holy One 

~Tai sed be He , like Rabbi Akiba and hi s comrades. ThJY stood in the 

tri al, li ke Ha.naniah, !ii cnael , a.riC. Azariah . A miracle happened to 

them, l i ke that which h appened to the sln.in ones of Betbar, regarding 

whom they coined t he phraise : "The c; ood; and he who does 6 0od . ""he 

G ~od : tha t he should no t smell badl y. He who does go od: that he be 



• giTen a (4ecent) burial. An4 libwiae thia airacl• •ll•o happene4 to 

theae righteoua and pioua aen, ~17 that th• oit7 4wellera bur1e4 

them •1th the •OD•7 Which tha7 ha4 entruate4 in tbeS.r charge. But th•7 

were burieel nake4. Th•1' dug nine grane in the o-t;e17, an4 bur1e4 
. 

there youtha, w1 th 014 .. n1 aen wt th women, tather 111 th aon, 

daughter with aot er, aenante with maatera, 11&14 •••"ant nth miatnaa 

- all together • the7 threw one upon tbe other, and burie4 thea there. 

· May tbe Lord ot ~eann reaaber them an4 aTeage the.la apee41ly in our 

4.aY! Concerning thG it ia aaiela •Be will Judge •01:1g the nationa.He 

filleth 1 t w1 tb 4ea4 bocliea, He oruaheth the bead O'rer a wide lanel. • 

{Ps .11016) And further it 11 aaiel • 0 Lorel, Thou God,, to wham 

Tengeanoe belongeth, Thou Goel, to wbm Tengeanoe be:longeth, abine 

torth.•(Pa.94al) Tbot'r°~ «..1tteel murder •111 get eternal~r, 
Ar·d tho\l\bo wen -ktlleel tor the aanot1t1cation of hia Hol7 Bame, 

God Alm.1ght7, cleaerTe l ite in the tuture world, anel their aoula •111 

be tied in the bundle ot the L1Ting in Par&diae. Amen, 

Jlow I ahall relate about the mureler of Ra.bbl Xolo1171Doua, 

the piou1 leader anel bia tollner1. Kq Goel aTenge blm apeeelil7 in 

our dayJ 

Anel on the clay wben God apoke to hie peo1nlea -Be reaq 

on the third dq• (Bx.19111) tbia d~, the7 preparesd tb-•1•••• 

etre tohed. out their neclca, and aacr1tioe4 theaeelTt11 u otter1nga 

ot pleaaing tla•or to God. There were ldlled on tlu't day, tor the 

eake of Bia great Name, tor He 1• the 0Dl7 One in 1~e UDiT•r••• uul 

be11d.ea Him there ia no God, - ... leT•D b,._•4 holy 1oula, with 

exception ot Rabbi JtoloDY'llOUt tbe rigbteoua lea4e2r and acme of th• 

youths ot Iarael - titt7 three per1->D• - who were 11aTe4 •1 tb ht. OD 



•32-

that dq. J'or the7 tle4 through the ro• of the liahop, an4 o-

into the •••try ot the ohuroh (Id.olatr.r), "1lioh waa the tr••Ul7• 

called •seoretarlua•. AD4 tber• the)' wre iD atralta and iD 41atnaa 

because of the nor4 whioh waa upon their neoka. Tb• door ot the 

netrJ wu narrow, an4 1 t wu 4ark, ao that none ot the eneaiea oou14 

peroeiTe th•I allenoe nlgne4. The nn wnt don, and 4arlc:Deaa o­

an4 trouble •••••• th•7 llatened ••••• Their tongue ol••••d to their 

;>alate trca Uftj•t. Dle7 4r .. near to tbe window to apeak to th• 

prieat, no,... in oharge of th• treaaury, tor (to gi•• th•) water 

to reatore their lites bat he would not until tbe7 would gl•e hi.a 

ten marka ot ail••r for a glaaa tull of waters t~lfilling the Tera•• 

•Thou shalt aerYe the •nem:J in h&mger and thirat, eto.•(: eut.28148). 

But when ,b• ouae Dear the window w1 th the glaaa, the opening waa too 

narrow, and be ... not able to haD4 in the wat•?$ until h• took a 

lead pipe ancl poare4 the water thru 1 t. And the)' drank 1D •uure, 

without aatiatlon. 

Bow I ahall relate bow 1 t happened that th••• righteCM&a onea 

were ldlle4. At 1114D1ght, the tiabop sent a Maeenger to th• W1D40W 

ot the Te1tey to Rabbi XoloD,Ylloua, tht: leader, and called to hill •~in gs 

•Lieten to me KoloDJlloua - Behold, the liahop aent ae to 7ou to f1D4 

out whether you are at111 allTe, and o~anded • to •••• 7ov., anc.t 

all Who are tound w1 th 7ou. Ocae out to ul He (the llahop) baa three 

hundred. warriora w1 ~ clr&WD nord1 and olothe4 in araor1 aD4 

(we ~ledge) our 11••• tor ;you unto death. (of.J'oah.2&14) If JOU 

do not belieTe me I h•r•l>J .. ear to you that thua d.id my Lord the 

~iehop ccwmand me. He ia not in th• c1t7t tor h• went to the Tillage 

Rudeeheim, and aent ua here to •&Te 7ou.r rell&intng aurTiTora, tor he 

•iahee to be your helper.• But they did not bel1ne hill atll be 



-sa-

11ror• to tb•. Tben Rabbl EoloJ11aoua an4 hl• toUOftr• wnt oat to 

him. The prince plaoecl \h• ln ahlpa ancl oarrlecl tba aoro•• U. 

Rhine llTer, an4 broaght them at night to tile plaoe where tilt 9talao.,... 

in the TiU.C• of Ru4eaeta. wt\h snat delight the llabop reJoloet 

that Rabbi KolODJllOU• wu at111 all••• and prcmlaecl to aa•• b1a ancl 

tb• men who o- wit.al hia. Bonnr. tbe norc1 of the •DelV aoacht 

( ~) after ua., ucl Goel 414 not. reane the tv.r, ot hi• natb 

tram th• .... ,ta 11ho•• hAD4 the heart ot th• king ancl hi• prinoea 

are u the wa'9rooarH• •(Prn 2111), lnolinecl the beart ·or tb9 

91ahop to 4eal kind.17 wi tb th• u at tirat. But attenarcl• he 

retracted bl• worct., aD4 oallecl to Rabbi Aol~oua aqinga •I • 

not able to aaTe 1011 Ul1' longer. Your Goel bJ .._4one4 7ou, ucl 

doe1 not wlah to lean to JOll a re1111ant nor a aurTiTor, tor!no 

longer~• power to aaTe or to help 7ou tr• now on. •ow• know what 

you an4 1our followra, who at.and by 7011, can 401 either belieTe in 

our fai tb or bear the iDiqui t7 of your ta there.• The pi oua 

~lOD1JDOUa annered ancl bitterl.1 orieda •true lt ta that it i• not. the 

will ot our Goel to aaTc.. ua, therefore are 7our worcl• true ancl 

cli•ceming, tb.at JOU no longer baTe the power to help ua. But. (now) 

gi Ye u1 tiae UDtil tcmorrow to MP•r .1our word•.• 'DJ.en -abbl 

Kolonymoua t.umecl to hi• pi oue com.rad.••• and repeated to thea the 

word• ot the biahop. And all together theJ aroae ancl bleaee4 their 

aacritioee, Juatitied and reoe1Te4 upon th .. aelTee the 7olce of 

reYerence with one mouth an4 one heart. Before he went back to the 

~iahop, the pioua Rabbi KoloD)'lloua took bia aon Jo1epb, k1aae4 hi•• 

and slaughtered him. An4 when the 1iahop beard that he alaughterecl hia 

eon, he became Tert angry and aaida •hem now on, I oertainl7 4o 

not desire to help JOU atrt more.• When the 1Dbabitantaot the Till.age 
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heard What tbe liahop had aa14, the7 gathered together w1 Qi ihe 

Cruaa4era to kill the J'na. Keamhile Rabbi Xolo1r711011a nturae4 to 

th• tiahop OD that dq, and OD the .._,..he ua4eratoo4 ua4 mar4 •hat 

the liahop aa14. So 11h•D he retume4 before hha, he took a bite 

in hi• hand ant o- 'before hi• an4 1;ante4 to kill hill. But tile 

!iahop'• men aa4 he (~illhop) hi ... lt al•o il41roeiTe4 th• plan 

and he ( the 11 ahop) 
. 

the eenaata of the 'i•hop aroae &&a1Dat him and lc1lle4 hi• w1 tb a . 
wooden club. Same •e:, tbat he did not re**'9 to the 11ahop a 

1econ4 tiM1 that 1-4iately ~ter he alaugbtere4 hi• aon, he took 

hie nor4, stuck it in the grollD4 and tell upon it and pieroed bi• 

belly. Other• aq .that the enemiea killed him on the wq. Either •a.J 

the chief waa al&in for the unification of the name of the King of tbe 

King of King a, the Holy One praiaeci be He. lie waa ~ertect and TOhole~ 

hearted wit.b God, the Lord of Israel. There the righteous one f ell 

a.nd was killed •i th bia community. And Rabbi Judah ben -abban i•aac 

and his uncle Isaac bar Aaber, were also killed. All the daughters 

of Iara.el, who were there wer~ &lao killed and el 8.llghtere4 tor the 

unity ot the ~am• ot the Lord of Israel. And t.boae ot them who were 

in thia aecond group were 1Lar Senior, R.Kolo111Jaoua bar Joeeph, the 

elder of Speyer, Kar Iaaac bar Samuel, !la.r Iaaac bar Koaea, and R. 

)~leaaa.r bar Jacob, llar Chelbo bar Yoaee, and also JD&D¥ ot.bera with 

them, who truated in the •oclc of Iarael. R.Senior killed a Christian 

and the inhabitants of the Tillages gathered together against thea 

in the f oreet, wherein the Wiehop ha.4 chaeed them, a.ad atoned them 

v.· ith stones, ahot them with arrows, stabbed and killed them with 

the sworda, until the mighty ones or l•rael tell there b7 tlle i1an4 

of God. Could you ba•e restrained yOU!"aelf on thia account, 0 Go4! 

• 



ADd alao the f ollcnrlng wwre la the HOOD4 groq ia uother plaoe 

in the toreeta Kar Abraham bar Asher, Kar 8-ael bar TaMr, ancl 

many other• Who aanotltle4 th• Great AlalghQ'. nae a.tea gathen4 

•atnet Jfar Abr.U. bar Aaher, aa4 eoaght to baptlae hill la Ute 

aeetbiag water, tor he waa a clietlnculehe4 an4 belne4 man •••••• 

Saae of bb uqua1at11110H (gathere4)T) ~i~'aa• be eaH 1111to 

thea: •1e then ~-- here who lmowe if there ie left eTen one 

ot all '117 houaehol4 or ohll4ren!• AD4 tbe7 aa.14• •we clo not know.• 

And the7 •oueht •-c•rl.7 to utile (baptise) him. But be an .. erecl 

and aa14a "How long •111 7ou detain •. B7 7our lite, kill .. , tor 

I will not hearken to J'OU 1D tbi• -tter. I ahal.l truat in the 

11 Ying God and to Bbl will I oleaY .. until I aurren4er sq eo\ll to 

Him.• And thua •Poke Kar Samuel to Kar Abrab•• •I ahall be with 

you in lite or in death.• An4 the eDUiea beat them beoauee they 

did not ~ to liatan to tbair word.a. And the7 •ote liar 4bnh­

and he tell to the ground and diecl. AD4 Kar Samuel waa al.ao killecl 

there w1 th bim. Yor the7 put their truat in the Hol7 One ot Iarael. 

And both together entered the crown-treaaur7, until the U¥ td the 

requital of the spilled blood of Hie aerYanta. •Diem he •111 judge 

•ong the nation•. He tilleth it with 4ea4 bo41ee, etc. •(Pa.11016) 

aa it 1e aa141 •siJlg aloud, o 7• nation• ot hi• people, for he doth 

aYenge the bloocl of Hi• aenanta, eto.•(Deut.~2143) And they 

killed R.Yekutiel bar Keahullaa and h1a eon-1n-law on the W1'Y 

between J.119D• and Rudellhelm, while the7 were returning trca the 

place where Rabbi Kololl1Jlloua, th• leacler, hi• (Yekutiel'•) brother 

waa killed. Yor the7 d.eo14•4 to r•t~rn to the city ot Kljmllf iD order 

that the enemiea might kill the• there, and bur)' that tbere in the 

cemetery with their pioue1 upright. perfect brethren. But the7 
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were not able to reach the pl.ace of whioh thq planne4, beoUl8e U.. 

abominable one• atruok tb• an4 ld.lle4 th• cm tile wq. Ver111°t tlulJ.r 

aCNl• are tied 1D tlle lND41• of the 11•1Jag wt tb Uae Lor4, oar Go4. 

Be who epou ua4 th• worl4 o- 1ato belq, Be will annce 

the apille4 bloo4 of Bl• Mnuta, for tbe7 (the eneaie•) ea14a 

•Let us tak• to aarHl••• lD po•••••lOD th• habitatiODI Of Go4•(P•.63sl~). 

'Ibey 1a14a • a-. u4 let a• out th- off tr• being a nation that 

the DUUt of l•raal mq be no aore b r-bruoe.•(Pa.83a5) •'.l'he Lori 

rill not ... , neither Will the God Of Jaoob giY• hee4•.(Pa.9,a'1) And 

they ea14• •o Lor4, !boa Oo4, to wh• ••nc•anoe beloageth, Dloa Go4 

to whca ••ns•aao• belongeth, •hiD• forth.•(P•.94al) WJJq for D7 •alte 

were •• ldlle4 all the a,• (P• • .W•2S) ••or they 4e•oure4 ua wl th 

open aout.ha, eto•.(Ia.9all) •see, o Go4, an4 cona14er to wham lb°" 

hast done thU•l Shall th• women eat their fruit, the ch114r•n that 

are clandle4 in tbeir han4a! Th• 7outh an4 the ol4 MD lie on tbe grou4 

in the •treet•. K7 •irgina and Sfl 7oung MD are fallen by the ••ord. 

Thou but alain th• iD the ctq ot Thine anger. Thou hut alaughterecl 

and their •7•• had. no plt7 upon ua• (Lam.2a20,21)•And rencler unto our 

neighbor• •••enfold into their boa•• (Pa. 79112) •lift up lb7••lt, 

Thou Judge ot the earth, render to the proud their ••-.peue•(Pa.~4a2). 

Bring 1our anger upon their a4Yeraari••• and aYenge tbea, u it 1• 

•aids "ETen the Lord and the wea~on• of Ri• 1n41gnation oome to 

destroy the whole earth, eto• (Ia.131!>~ AD4 after •H• will 017, 7Mt 

He will shout alou4, He •111 prOYt= hi .. eu aight7 againat Bi• 

enemies, etc.•(Ia.42113) •Pour out ~ wrath upon the nation• that 

lmotr Thee nots and. upon the .kingd.cm.a (that oall not upon '!'by Jl .. e, 

etc • ) " (Pa. 791 6 ). •Pour °" t thy indignation upon th- ( and l• t 
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the !ieroen••• of 'lhin• amger oTertab Ula)• eto.(Pa.69126). JleoeiY• 

of thea the blood of tb7 ••nanta whioh wae plaoed upon a pollahe4 

rookJ• O Eartht ooYer not 'l'hou m:r blood, and let ss or7 haYe no 

resting plaoe• (3ob 16118) ••••• •t.et our Tengeanoe be giY•D in our 

hand•, aD4 let tbe &Tenging of th7 eenant• a blood. that ia abed be 

mad• known .. ong the nation• qulckl.7 in our alght• (Pa.79110), tor 

the lake ot !by *1"eat ·-· which WM oalle4 apon ua, ln or4er that 

all creature• 11&.1 know an4 un4eratan4 their ain• and gull t, which th•1 

did to U•J and aooor4inc to their reo~n•• bt it be returne4 upon 

their head•• ~uat aa ~1 414 to ua. ftlen tbe7 •ball beo-. wise, 

and under•tan4, uMl take to heart that in Yaln 414 they oaat our 

bodle1 to the grounds and tor trifling reaaon• 414 they kill our 

pio~• ones; and for the aake ot a s t inking corpee did the7 abed 

the blood of righteous wamen1 and because of the wor41 ot an 

instigator an4 aeduoer 4id tbe7 ahe4 the bloo4 ot babes an4 1ucklinge1 

it is falae ••••••• hia triendai who baa created it ••• tbat the7 neither 

went on)1 good path nor a etra.ight road; *hat they did not grow wiae 

nor take to heart Rim who created the aea and the dry land. In their 

affairs, they were •tupid ••••• they deatroyed their wie4om •••• the7 

pu t t hei r trust, but they di d not aolmowledge nor remember the tl•e 

of the liTing God, the ling of the ~niYer1e, who exist• toreYer and 

eTer. llay th.e blood ot lli• pioua Olle• aene aa a merit and atcm-nt 

to our generation after ue. and to our children•• children tor.Yer, 

like to offering of Isaac our father, when Abraham our ta.ther, boun4 

him on top ot the altar. These pioue onee did not eay to each other; 

•spare yourself•, but they eaidt•Let us epill our blood on the ground 

like ~ater, t hat it shall be regarded before the Holy One, prai•• be Ee, 



•like the blood or the d•er and ram.•(Deut 12115) It i• written iD 

the Torahs "Ye •hall not kill it (cow or ••) an4 it• ;young, both 

in one cla1'.•(t.eT.22a28) But here, (hcnre't'er), father &D4 aoJl, aother 

a11d daughter were Jtille4 in one 4q. Let not the rea4er aq, regar41111 

these things that theae onl.7 who we ment1one4 here, aanotified the 

.iaame of the God of heaTen, but eTen tho•• whoee n••• •hioh we haTe 

not mentioned, and their deecl• which they clicl while qing, eTen they 

also aanotitled the Bo}7 an4 Reepeote4 One1 tor thua 414 tho•• tew 

v;~~o were left, who were toroibly conTerted teetit) that th•7 heard 

with their own ea.re an4 aaw with their awn e7ee What tbeee pioua 

:>nee did, when the7 killecl thea, and •llat they •poke at the time ot 

their al~ugbtering an4 killing. Their aerit and right eouane•• an4 

piet1 and whole-heartedne•• an4 offerings shall be to ue aa an upright 

defender ancl aclTooate before the Alllighty, that He abould cleli•er ua 

!rom the bile of Xclcm (the wicked) apeed.117 in our clay, that our 

righ teoue Keaaiah might ocme, Amen, apee4117 in our clay. 

liow I ahall relate what the ocwmmntt;y of Col~clicl,u4 how 

they aanot1t1ecl lf1• Onl7 and balte4 llu.. It waa on the fifth of 

Si Tan, on the eT•' ot 8hebuotb, that the report o- to the prOTinoe 

ot Cologne, a beautitul city where the aoholar1 uaembl7 met, whea 

good things were brought about through the agenoy ot good .. n, from 

•here iaaued life and auatenance, and eetabliebed law for all our 

ecattered brethren in all corners. (On that same 4~) They began to 

kill them trca Penteco1t until the eighth 4q of Taaus. When the7 

beard that the c~in1 ti•• (Spe7er, Yoraa and ~ .. ••r• being 

killed, each Iaraelite tle4 to hi• Christian acquaintance, and reaainecl 

there during the two d.:ye ot Penteooet.•AD4 it o ... to paae on the 

third day,•hen it wae morning (at dawn), that there were tbun4er.,SX1.9al6) 



the eneai•• uoae againat them, broke their howaea, robbe4 ant 

plWJdered them. 1'1•7 4•oliahecl the 87J1aaag.ae, took out trcaa there 

the acrolla ot the Toraba, uaeoratecl th•• an4 plao•4 th• to be 

tramplec.l upon in the atneta. OD the •- 4q1 when it wu 11•u1 •Uae 

earth aho~ and. ita pillar• tr•ble4,•(Eob 9at&) ao now, Tiolent 

men,doera ot wiok•4D•••• tore it, burned it and tr11111>led upon it, 

•robl>ere o ... an4 protane4 tt• (Ksek.7•22).Yill 7ou not requite thea 

for thiat 9Jlow long oan 7ou look an4 be ail.en'• when the wiobcl 

awallcnr•th up?•(Hab.1113) •see,o Goel, an4 behold, how •bJ•ot I ha•• 

become!•(i.a.ltll) On that 4-71 th~7 found a pioua aan by the n ... 

of Iaaao bar RlJakJ.•1 aa he went out ot hie houae, the eneaiea aeiaecl 

him ancl brought Ma to their houae ~ idolatry. He apat in their 

taoea and upon their 14ola, anci blaaphemed and NYiled them. The7 

killecl hiJI there tor the aanctifioation ot the •ame, becauae he did 

not want to tlee, on account ot the honor of the teatiTal, and beoauae 

he rejoiced in accepting the judgment of HeaYen. They alao found there 

a prcainent woman by the name ot Rebecca. The eneaiea met her aa abe 

was going out of the houae, loaded with gold and ailTer ••••el• 1D 

both arma, for ah• wiahed to carry them to her bueband, Rabbi Sol•oa1 

for he had already lett ai• lloaae and waa in the heme of a Chrietlan 

friend. They took the mone7 aay trc:m her and killed her. There cliecl 

a righteoua woman in bolineae. And eiailarl7 (yet) another waman, 

llatrona. ~he re1t of the ca •ni ty waa aaTe4, reaaining in th• houaea 

ot their frienda, whither tbe7 ha4 tle4. Th•7 remained. there until 

the lid% liahopl:\rent to hi• Tillage• on the tenth clay of the month 

of SiTan. He diTiclecl 'b• and placed th•• 1D hi• eeYeD o1t1ea, in orc.ler 

to eaTe them. And thn r•ained there, until the new moon of •uma, 

11. Herman Ill. 

• 
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on llon4&7 aD4 TUeed.q, an4 Ukewiee on tbe follnillit 4"Y U.7 alao 

tasted at night an4 clay• three ncoeaa1Te d.q•. 
OD the '111rcl clq thoae ibat wen in tbe Ti.11 .. • or Beta•• 

wen killed, ua4 nre bariecl, beoauM thi• waa ~ cla;r ot their 

reatiTal, ancl all ••r• gatherecl there traa the Till11ge•. Tbe plOG• 

Sum•l bar Aaber ... there, Wb• ~ldllecl on the l•aak of the 

Rhine liTer together w1 th hi• two aona, and they bv.1~1•4 hill in the 

1anc1 near the riTer. One of bl• aon• they bu.ag upon the 4oor of ht• 

hou1e aa a mooke17. And there wae alao another pi o'u• 11&D 'b7 the DUta 

of Rabbi I eaao the Leri te, 11h• tbe7 ohaa ti &eel wt tb cruel torture. 

When they aaw h1a aftlioted, they baptised h1m agahaat hi• wtll,aince 

he did not lmcnr 11hat he n.• doing becauH of the blcN• which they 

inf licted. But when he r .. atned oonaciouaneaa after thre~ ~· be 

returned to Cologne, entered hi• houae, tarried for Juat an hour, 

and then went to the Rhine Ri•er and drcnrned bt .. eli~ in the riTer. 

Concerning hi• an4 hi• l*• it ie aaida•I will brtr1g back trom Baabane 

I will bring thea back fraa the depth• of the •••• ttto.•(Pa.68123) He 

floated in the water thua, until be reached the •ilJLage of lieu••• and 

there the wa ter oaat him out upon the bank of the r1l•er and he wu 

then rolled at the aide of that pioua Samuel w.·ho wit.a killed in lleuaa. 

'l'heae two pioua men were buried there near the bank of the r1Ter tn 

the sand, t ogether in one graTe. 'l.'hey had aanctifiecl th• 1 ... or God 

publicly (openly). liar Gedalia was in the Tillage c>f Bonn before 

the persecution. ADcl hie wife and children alao weru k111e4 there in 

the village of Beuaa for they aar>ct1f1ed the liame eltoeedingl.7. 

On the aame day, on the third day, tr~• erumi••• the 

ene!llies of the Lord came to a Tillage at t Tentide. JU!d tbe7 alao 

sane titied t he •aae •ery .muoh~ocaa and pr~y bri11••• old men an4 

old •amen, youth• an<.: maidens, atretohed o-.it their J!lecka and. alaughtere cl 
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each other. They aaoritloed their llTe• tor the aanotifioatlOD ot 

the Bame in the aidat ot pool• of water, which were round abCM&t the 

village. And when the ene:miea c- before the Tillage, a few ot tM 

~1 oua men olillbed up to the tower, and threw th-el Tea into the 

Rhine River, which surroUDdecl the Tillage, clr°"*1ng themaelTea in 

the riTerJ Bild all ot tbea died wt th the ace~ti011 ot two youtha, 

1'ho could not die in water, the groam Rabbi Samuel bar Ge4alia and 

Joiar Yehiel bar Samuel, •pleasant in their l1Tea, because they lOTed 

one another, and eTen in their death• they were ~oi d1Ti4ed,eto• 

(II Sam.1123).Wben they deolded to oaat themeelTea into the water, 

they kissed each other and took hold of each other, and embraced 

each other (around their ~houldere) and cried, one to the other, 

sayings •woe to our frianclabip, that we did not merit to see the aee(: 

issuing f orth from it; that we did not reach the ~· of hoary old 

age. NeTertheleae, let us tall into the hand of God, who is the taithtul 

and merciful Aing. Better for ua to die here tor Hie great Name and 

~romenade i n paradise with the righteous ones, than that theae 

uncircumcised and unclean ones should sei ze ua, and defile us in their 

seething water a,gainat our • · lla.• Attenrarda, wben thoae ~ho were 

l t:tt in the Tillage, those who did not climb up to the tower came ancl 

saw those who were drowned, they found there these two dear ~ertect}¥ 

r i Jhteoua triencla, holding and aqueezing each other. When the pioua 

Samuel aaw hi• eon, Kar Yehiel, throw b1Jll8elt into the r1Ter,- and 

did not die immediatelys tor he waa a band•ome young man like the 

~banon,(Deut.5il4) he crie4i •Yebiel, sy aon, my a011, stretch out 

your neck before your father, and I will ofter you aa a aacritioe 

before God, my dear child. I will bleaa the slaughtering, and 1oa 

' i l l answeri'Amen••.And the gioua Rabbi Saauel did eo and alaughtere4 

hie eon with his aword in the water. And when bia aon-in-law Rabbi 
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samuel bar Gedalia, hearcl that hie oamrade, th• r1gh1~ou Kar 

Yehiel, eulni ttecl himtelf to hi• t&tht:r to be alaugh1;erecl in tba water, 

he aleo decided to clo likewiee. He oallecl V.nah•• tlie warden of the 

Synagogue ot Cologne &Del •aid to hiaa "BJ 7our Ute, tab 7oar 

sharp eworcl, examine 1 t oarefullJ' that there be no 4Atfeot in 1 t, ancl 

kill me likewiee, that I mq not ••• the cleat.b of 97 friend.And u 

you bleae thi• •laughtering I will anner atter 7ou, •.uaen••. And 

so theee pioua one• OJ.cl. And atter they had been ala111ghterecl together 

in the r1Ter, fulfilling the Terae, "XTen in their clieath they were not 

diYided• (118•.1•23). A.Del wbeD Rabbi SMNel, the el·der, the ptoua 

one, the father of R.Yehi•l eaw thi• eanotitioation ·wbioh they clid, he 

alao aaicl to Kar Kem.Ii•• the pioue warclena •!!en»t•.,like a hero, 

aubdue your ~ 1111cl olq mo· w1 th thio euie norcl dill 11111oh I 

slaughtered my eon Yehiel. I haYe exBlllined the eword. oare~ully and 

there ia no blemiah •hi ah 0811 make the alaughtering Toi cl. •And 

Rabbi Kenahem took the eword in hie hand, examined 1.t oaretully, and 

slaughtered the R.s .. uel, the elder, Juet ae he bad alaughterecl Rabbi 

Samuel, hie aon-in-law. Re bl•••ed the •laughtering and be anawerecl 

after him, 'Amen•. Then Kar llenahell, the pioue of Ute God at HeaYena, 

tell upon hie 1worcl, ancl pieroecl hia atcmaacb 8114 clittd there. And ao 

theae pioua ones aanoiified the holy, aealoue, ancl lreTengeful HUko 

in the water. Come now, all ye children of the worlcl, and aee if there 

was ever a unification of the Name like ate, ainoe the d~• ot th• 

first man. How great waa the 1trengtb of the1e righ·teoua onea, wbo 

all were slaughtered b7 their own 1worda! How great waa the •trensth 

of the father who would not let himself be aoYed to compaaeion tor 

.. is son. ·:!any there nre Who did thue, but the eye that aaw 1 t will 

t estify thereto, and the ear that heard it will confirm it(cf .1ob29all) 



some clrowud tb-•l••• 111 water. an4 then wu not left ot thul 

(as much u) three berri••. Tba_re waa aleo an old aan, b7 tbe ~ 

of Kar llileaaar, the LeTiie, with hia righteoua wite-(He waa tile 

father-in-law ot R.~1 bar SolOllOll)-. The eneaiea ohaatlaed th .. 

with gl'eat torture a an4 woun4e4 thea •1 tb a&DJ' woua4a, to f orca thea 

to belie•• in their al>-111&tiona1 but the1 were not willing to belie•• 

in their 14olatriaa1 the ploua wcman aoon 41e4 tr• manger aD4 thirat. 

The pioue IDADt hcnr•••r• llTed three cl~• longer, al.tho he cried. in 

a loud Toioe, to the Goel ot HeaTena to take hi• aoul. The enemies came 

to him eTery ho\ll'••f or the pool• ot water tram which th•7 had. gone 

out were near to the Tillage-- and they aaotetbem •it.b aeTere torturea. 

When the enemi•• wante4 to feed thea their foocl (Dan.la5) the7 retuee4 

t o eat, ancl both died of hunger and thirat and nre buried there.•Wilt 

thou retrain l'hyaelt,tor the•• thin&•• Lor4V•(~a.64sll) •'l'be Lord. 

will go forth aa a mighty man• (Ia.4211~) And it ie aa14a•stng aloud., 

o Ye nationa, of Ria people, tor Ile doth aTenge tbt blood. of ala 

ae?Tanta• (Deut.32a43). Kan7 other• were there in tboee two Till.agea, 

whom I ha•• torgotten and diet not record, were killed tor the 

~anctitication of hia great Name. Ot all of those persona, there 

remained only two young men and two Bllall children • 

.And 011 the third. ot the month ~ Tamua. on Wed.needay~2tbe 

pious ones of the ](oat High were killed in the Tillage ot Altenahr; 

for they al~o aanotitted exceeclingly the Onl.y Jrame. There remained 

of them only a few men. 

And en the rourtb clay of the month of Taau&, on ThurM.q.13 

the enemies banded together against the bol1 ones of Altenabr, to 

afflict them with great and terrible cbaatiaeaent until they ahoul.4 

consent to be baptised. When the matter bt.came known to the pious one•, 

they confessed before their Creator, and Towed to choee f1Te pioua, 
12 • :;houl C! be ""bursda,y . 13. Should be Friciay. 
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r1ghteoua,relig1oua, Goel-tearing, men who ahoalcl •laugh,er all Uae 

others. There were about three h11Dclrecl 107&1 aoul.e there 1n the 

cC11111uni ties of Cologne, who were all alau.ghtere41 ua4 aot a MD wu 

lett of t.bm ,for the7 all cliecl in purity tor t.be •uaotlfioatioa of 

the only llama. £Jlcl the leader, the hea4 ot all, the •o•t 107&1 ot the 

loyal, h(. a4 of all the apeakera, Kar Judah bar .lbrWi•• the wiae 

ancl reepeoted ooun•ellor, waa there. When all. the ccmmuai tie• o-

t o Cologne to the marlcate three times a 1ear, he waa the chief speaker 

at the head ot the• all in the S7Dagogue, and they would keep ailent 

i n his preaence, and uncleratand hi• word.a. And •hen the hea4a ot the 

communitiea began to apeak, they would all rebuke and s1l6nce them in 

order to hearken to hie words, tor they eaida•He 1a right, and hia 

words are true and reliable (crafty). He ia tram the tribe of Dan, 

a traetworthy ancl clistiaguiahed man ot hie generation, who suf'tered 

martyrdom tor the burclena ot his fell01rlllen, who did no eTil to hie 

friend all hi• clays. Re 1• beloved b:> God. and. desirable to people, 

for the entire Peal.a of DaTid aa;ve of biJlla•A ~aalm of DaTid.Lord, 

who shall aoj ourn in thy tabernaclet•(Pa.15) And the woaen,11kew1ee, 

gr eatly eanctified the Name in the preaenoe ot all. And when Sarit.b, 

tbt virgin bride,-beautitul ot form and beautitul ot face and Terr 

sweet in the eyes of those who looked upon her- aaw how they killed 

themselTea with their own swords and were slaughtered by one another, 

she wanted to flee fram the horrorfihich she eaw outside thraugl)J the 

ti"i ndow. But when her father-in-law, the pioua Kar Judah bar .lbrahaa, 

saw that such waa the intention of his dau~hter-in-law, he called to 

her and eaid: •Ky 4&Ughter, ainoe I shall not haTe the good fortune 

to (aee you) marry my eon Abraham, you muat not marry another, a 



1tranger.• An4 he aeised her ancl le4 her D"1 fr• the w1a4ow• ldaaed 

ber on the aoutb, raiaecl hi• Toioe in tteeping (together) wi tb tbe 

girl, ancl or1e4 in a YerJ lou4 •oloe, in -1ttern••• of aoul, •a-Jina 

to all no were atanding b7• •&••• all of you. thi• ia t.b9 ll&lTiace . 

ceremony of my daughter, ~ claughter-in-law, Which 1 pertona Wa 4q1• 

And all wept w1 th a gr•at •••ping, bowling, an4 1-ntation. AD4 the 

piou• Kar J'Udah aaicl to her• 9J(y dapter, oome ant 11• in the boa• 

of Abrab• our father, for in another 1aatut (hour)• 7ou will acquire 

your world, ancl will ooae in the o .. p of the righteoua ucl pioua.•A.Dd 

he took bar, ancl bict her iD th• boa• of hi• aon Abrahla u hi• betrothe4 

and cut her into two bal••• w1 th bi• ah&rp aword, an4 atter thai, 

slaughtered hi• aon alao. On acoount of thia, I weep and my heart 

v.ail1. And when the7 had reaolTecl to taet three clqa, night and ~. 

youth &11d JD&iclen, ohilcl and .. oklimg1 together with aged, and their 

tongue cleaTecl to their palate, by reuon of thiret, and (children) did 

not nurse at the breaata of their mother before their alaughtering, they 

then on the third day, atrengthene4 theaael••• and roae up early, at 

the conrmand ot their Creator, and loTed Hia, •Ten until death. And alao 

thie pious man J>aTicl bar laaac weakenecl hi• atrengtb through futtng, 

that not a tourth i>&rt of hi• blood waa left in hia. Ancl when tb•7 

slaughtered hia, there did not ooae forth fraa him a fourth of a fourth 

part of hi• blood. Then bia 1pirit diaappeared and returned to ita G ~d, 

• 
and then hi• pure •oul 4eparted. Know, therefore, how thq aanotitiecl 

the Holy Name and did not haTe pity on their children! Three ~~· a:tter 

~hen the enemiea ot the Lord h&4 departed, the conTerted (forced) 

.... ebrew•, who took pity on thea, came and wanted to bu17 th.ell, for they 

had beco, .e the food of the fowl of heaTen and the bea•t• ot the earth. 



TheJ' toun4 a woman (ur) writhing in bloo4. Tbe7 waabe4 tile bloo4 

otf ot her, ancl toOk ber to a llouaa. Sb• r...tne4 there aeftD 4q9 

~ tbout apeaJdng, an4 no too4 nor 4r1Dk enteN4 her ,aoutb. Bui after 

that time, her aplrlt nTi••d within bar, an4 llb• '90- nU.AD4 

fraa that 4&7 on, abe faated •~•r'7 41.q, &114 414 not eat aoept ODO• 

a day, with tbe uoeptloD of Sabbath and main bol14a1'•• ancl Dft 

• moon dqa, miUl now, the 7ear 900 (1140 a.-.)• I,Soil•on bar SillOllt 

recorded thia •••nt in Jlatna. There I queat1one4 the olcl .. n 

concerning the whole matter, and tr• their account 1 arranged e•eZ7 

detail in i ta proger plaoq. 1'he7 relate4 to .. th111 aanotifioatioa. 

On J'r14.q, the fltall (11111at be fourth) of t;he llonth,lll• 

sabbath •••• at twilight, pnoee4i111 th• 4Q of reet;, the •~••• 

enemie• of the Lor4, o- to the pioua cmea of Xalltttn. The ••Iii•• 
rooe up againat tbul in the hour When they wre aanc1tif7ing the dq. 

while tha7 ••re ai tting dawn to eat 'brea4 and to auotity the dq 

with •va-yeobooloo•(And-·••r• o~letad) (1C144uah), and were making 

a bleaeing oTer the breacl, behol4, the7 beard the Tc•ice at the 

attacker, an4 the aeething water• came upon them. 'l'b•J bad onl7 eaten 

(a morael of) t;he bleaaing breacl, when the bea4 o-f 1;hea all began 

saying1•son ot Aaron, the Prieet, you are wortb7 of greatneaa.Yoe, 

woe to the irreparable loea.• •Therefore i• m:t harp turned to mourning, 

and my pipe into the Toioe ot thell that weep• (.Tob ~~0131) And •T•l'J'OD• 

who heard hie Toioe when he prayed, aa14a •Thi• Toicn ia like the 

h&r.i> and the pipe, the clrlm and the flute.•ma pra_yor ucen4e4 on hip, 

before the llaaTenl7 throne of t;he Bternal and becuus a crown and wreath 

u~on the head of the Ala1ght7, the King of King of Illas•• tbe Hoq 

One, praised be lie. But a decree waa ieeued Whioh beac•• like a brua 
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gr14f. 'between ua and our Yather in HeaTeD. Our prqer waa ODt 

oft, and•• could not tin4 •an upright lnteroeaaor, one .. Olli 

a thouaand.•(Job 33123) B ... t t.o teat thia aeneraUon, Go4 o- to 

make know their loTe to all, •••n .. ong the heaT•Dl.7 hOUHho14. An4 

thus did King DaT14 ·~· •Therefore do tbe7 lOTe thee Tigoroua171 

till death do tbe7 lne thee• (plq on wor4a and ) 

(Yid.rub Rabbe. to Out ls3) Dma 1 t •Q•• "119-Y, bat tor ~ aak.e an 

we kille4 all the da7· Ye are aocounted aa •h••P for the alauchter•, 

(Pa.44123) Then the p1oua one, the taitht'ul man, the higbeat ·ot th• 

prieate began and •aicl to the congregation aeated. around. the table 

lri th hilu •Let ua make the bleaaing OTer the food to the 11Ting God, 

to our :Father, who ia in heaTena for inate&cl of the al tar, the table 

is now •~re&cl before ua (Cf.Beraohotb 55).Now,let ua riae an4 go up 

to the house or the Lord, let ua do the will of our Creator apee41ly­

f or the t;nemiea baTe come upon us thie day. Let each man, thia 

Sabbath, slaughter hi• aona, hie daughter, and his broth~ra, and 

beatcnr bleaaing upon us tbi• day-. (cf ~2129) And let no man shaw 

eompaaeion, neither u~on hirnaelt, nor upon hi• fellowaen1 and let 

the last one who rmaains, out bis own throat with hi• knife, or atab 

himself in the stomach with hi• 81rord in ~rder that the defiled one• 

may not defile ua with their hands of wickedness Md their 

abominations. Let ua ofter oureelTee a• a sacrifice of the Lord like 

T.'h <>le burnt-offerings unto the • oat High, eacrificed U;J OD the altar 

of the Lord, in order that we may come into the other world, whioh is 

all day, into 2aradise, in the lucid s peculum, tbai we may aee Him 

eye to eye in Hie glory and Ria greatneaa~ Then a golden crown,beaet 

r.i th precioue etonee and pearls, will be placed on eTeryone'a hea41 



and we will alt there among the glllare ot the wor14 ( tbe Plou•) aD4 

feast in the oom.pazw of the Righteou•• in Paradl•e• in the group o~ 

Rabbi Akiba and hi• aeaociatea, sitting upon a golden throne, un4er 

the Tree of Lite. Each one of U• wlll then point to Him w1 th hia finger, 

&a it is aaicla 'Lo, this 11 our God, for whoa we wai te41 and we will be 

&lad and rejoice in Hie aal.Tatloni'(Ia.2519) There we will keep the 

Sabbaths; since 1n thi• suapicioua world we a.re not able to reet or 

kee~ i t as preecrlbed. • And. the7 all answered. unanlmoual7 and with 

one h~ arta•Amen! So ahall it be, and ao may be H1a will.• Then the 

:Jious Rabbenu Koe•• began to aake the ble•aing af'ter the meals for 

he waa a prieat unto t he Koat High Go4s•Let ua praise our God., tra11 

whoae (food) we h&Te eaten.• And the7 an.wered after hima•Bleaaed 

be our God, etc•. Then he prqed.1 "Jlq the Yercit'ul One, in the d~1 

that remain after ua, b-.tore their Teey •Y••• aTenge the blood ot 

Hie (thy) senant•• which wu 1pilled, and. which la yet d.eetlned. to be 

spilled. 11.a.y the Kercitul One aaTe ue from men of Intcaui q, fr• 

convereion, from idolat1'71 f rom the defilement of the nationa, and 

from their abaainationa.•Ai:id he made lll&D7 other bleaeinga according to 

the nature of the eTent, because ~t the »er•eoution whioh had befallen 

them; Just ae my father• and other eldera, who buaie4 themaelTee in 

this work, related to me, when they beheld thie great oocurrence. And 

when they arose fraa the table, the pioua one aaid unto thems"You, 

ohildren of the Li Ting God, proolai.a in a loud Toice unanimoual7a 'Bear, 

O Israel, the Lord, our God, the Lord ia One.'• And. ao the7 did. "Bow, 

do not delay &117 longer, &or the time haa came to offer oar 11Tea aa a 

sacrifice before BIJl.• And on the ~T• ot Sabbath, at twilight, the7 

offer~d themaelTee u a 1acrifioe before the Lor4, in the 1uae place 

where the "Tamid• (was wont to be ottered) at twilight, and aaor1f1oe4 

themaelTea like the morning •Tudd•. And aa he who rejoiceaand reTel 



in serrtng our God, and in eanotlt71ng Hie great aa4 hoJ.7 »-• AD4 

they e.11 o••• Jo7ou and bapn be~ore the high and aalte4 Go4.AD4 

o! similar on••• 1 t wa• •alda •A.a a bT14egroca omdng CM&t of hie 

chamber, and reJoioeth ae a atrong man to run hie courae•(Pa.1916) 

10 did tbe7 reJoioe to run ~d enter th• Ter7 inner chamber ot 

chambers - Para4iee-. AD4 conoeminc them the prophet propheaieda 

•Neither bath the •7• •••D a God bea14ea Th••• who worketh tor Him 

that wai teth tor Hia• (Ie.6••3) .And there alao wae an upright man, 

R.Natronai bar l•Jl&O• to wh.a c- prieat•• bla aoqua1ntanoea, the 

entire preTioua clq, urging b.1a to utile hl .. elf wl th their •••thi• ~ 
watera - t or he ... a han4•- goo4lool<1ng 7- man, - Bat he "~"1~f 
the lmpu t~'1 on ( pru.De4 the Tine) aqinga •J'ar be 1 t fr• me to cle~ J 
the Moat High Go4J in Him I •hall truat, eTen until my aoul departeth. • 

And be slaughtered hi• brother, and after that h1aaelt, tor the unity 

of tb ... One and. Holy ..... And also a aenant ot the Lord, a righteoua 

;>roeelyte, waa there, 11ho aalted Rabbenu Koaea, the High Prieat 191ing1 

•My Lord, it I •laughter JD7••lt tor the unit7 of Hi• great» ... , what 

good will 1 t do me?• He annereda .You will dwell with ua in our OUU>t 

for you will be a righteoua proeel7te. And you will c11r•~l with the 

reat of the righteoua onea, the righteous proaelytea, in their oaap. 

And you will be with Abrahaa, our Father, who wu the firat ot the 

proeelytea.• When that pious one heard thia, b~ immediately took a 

knife, and alaughterecl bi .. elt. And behold hie aoul ia tied in Mae 

bundle of the ~i•ing, in Para41ae, in the light of the Lord. In tbia 

sacrifice, none remained among them, except thoae who .. re bleeding 

and writting in the miclet of blood among the alain. When the eneai•• 

captured the tower. betore all or the• had been slaughtered, all the 

others fled by night from the dead. And the7 all were giTeD bllrial, 
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praised be the Creator! Their ••rit and th• .. rit ot the otlaera who 

were alaugbterecl and ttabbecl and atranglecl and barnecl ancl 41'-•• ud 

atoned, ancl burled ali••• ancl who aooepte4 in lOY• ucl ••t• .. the 

eeTen death•• • aoool'41ng to the 4qa of the week-, tor the •ak• ot 

the perfect•hol.7 aacl pare Jlae,- ~ their ••rl t •taa4 11p tor a• u 

an upright lnteroea•or before tbe .uaiCh'J Gocla to rede .. 11• •P••4111 

tram the axil• of Bel• (the wtcbcl) apee4117 in OGr U,1 an4 to 

rebuild for us the wall• or Ariel (len•al•)(Ie.2911) and to cat.her 

the dispersed of luclah ancl l•rael' •wbo nre fanne4 with a tan in the 

gates of the lant• (1er.1517)ttal.a1ntng remnant that ia left amonc 
the nation• (a pre7) to oaptiTlt7 and plUTider, cliatrea• and angui•h• 

for the 1ake of Ria great, mighty aacl reTerecl Bame, which ia o&llecl 

upon ue. 

On Sundq, on the month of Tuma, the eneaiea of the Lord 

also roae up against the pi oua of the Alaighty, in Kgr•, in order 

to deetr07 them from the world. People, u n1.m1eroua aa the 1uul on 

~ e 6hore of the •e&f beaeiged the city. The prince of the city caae 

forth to meet them in the tielcl and requested them to wait until the 

light of the next morning. And tbua Del be speak unto th•a •PerchalJce 

I can incite the 1ewa, so that they will lieten to me, out of fear, 

and do my will.• And thia thing seemed faTorable in their eyea. The 

prince returnecl immediately to the city, and ordered to call the Sewa 

and bring them befoi:e him. And tbua did he speak unto than •In truth, 

in the beginning, I Towed unto you to protect and defend you, as 

long as the r e should ~xist one Jew in the world. And thia at1pulation 

I have tulf illed for you. But !ram now on I shall not be able to 1aTe 

y~u from all these peoples. Now consider (eee) -.hat you desire to do. 

l':no~, that if you do not do thua and thua, the city will aurel7 be 
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destroyed. It ia better for me to deliTer you into their band.a, 

b~fore they oome unto me in aeige, to deetro7 the tortreee.•And 

they all azunrered, f r om the l'OUngeat unto the old• at, all or the• 

t."1 tb one aoolaiaa •we are re~ and • ·• are eager to atretoh forth 

our neoke tor the faith ot our Creator, an4 for the unity ot Bia 

Name. And when the prinoe •• that be wu not able to ... ter thea, 

he 1mmecUatel.7 deTiaed. another achme to place upon them the tear 

of the Crusaclera, by me&11a ot whioh the7 •ould do their will, and. 

defile themaelTea, led them outaide of the city to the place where 

the lruaaclera nre enoaa.ped. But all th1• wae ot no &Tail, tor they 

saida•we do not care for the faith ot the Cruaadera.•And thua did they 

all answer him. And when they realised that what they 414 waa of no 

&Tail, they aa4e them return to the city, eeiaed tllem and placed 

iach one aeparately under guard until the morning, in order that 

none ehouldccmait auicide, aince they had heard that the other• had 

killed t hem.a•l•ea. ('ftley rocked him in hi• cradle, tor they were 
moved to oom.paaaioD tor himf but they threw him from the to~er and 

he died) On the morrow, the7 aeised ahm, againat their will an4 

deliTered them to the Cru•a4era. hlghtened ancl ruahe4 the7 went out 

of the Tillage. Some of them they killed, and thoae that the7 let 

liYe, they baptized againat their will, and did with them u theJ ao 

de aired. 

And a ploua JDaD b7 the Dlllle of Kar Sb•aria fled !rem there 

that night1 ··he" and hi• wite and hie three aona. For the treaaurer, 

the aenant of the biabop had prcaiae4 to free and •••• hi•• on 

condition that he giTe him a large awa or money. Re led them in the 

foreet until the ninth of Ab. And he c ontinued to lead them here an4 ., 
there, eTerywhere, u..til he (Shemeria) eent someone to Spe7er to bi• 

sone, R.Nathan and R.Kordeca1, for money. And they aent hill Gold(piecea). 



After be ( tbe treaaurer) r eceiTed. the money fr• the hand ot 1 ta 

cleliTerer, be led them to the oi ty of Treaonia. When he arriTed. tbere1 

they rejoiced. greatly oTer hla, beoauae they knew hia. He oonaented. 

to remain until the morrow and to do acoorcling to their eTeey wieh • 
• 

ll!l.Dlediatel.J', in great J07, the7 prepared. a banquet, but they (the J'e1'9) 

did not want to eat with them trcm their i mpure Teaaela, bQt onl.7 

from clean ud. rt tuall7 pel'lli t ted. one•, and. w1 th new kn1 Te a. i'or 

~hey aaid.i "While we yet haTe our own tai th, we wt ah to do u we 

were aocuatamed until DOWI tomorrow, we will become another people. 

~lace ua tonight in one room until t•orrow, tor we are tired and. 

weary tram the difficu1t Jouney. And they did just ae the ptoua one 

had spoken, to tulflll bia Ytiah. And he arose during the night,took 

the knife in hie hand, mustered up courage, and slew hie wife and 

thr ee sona, and then himself. Al.tho hie epirit weakened, he did n~t 

die inaneciatel.y. On the morrow, when the enemies came unto him,they 

thought that they (the 3eW8) would come to them, as he had Towed to 

them, but they round. him lying upon the ground.. And they aa.ked him1 

''Do you wiah t o change your God yet, and turn to our faith (abominationO 

i~r thep JOU_.Sla:be: abl•~ to liTe .• So he an1were4 and aaid:•God 

f orbid that I should renounce the li•ing God (tor the aake ot a 

dead person, a trampelled caroaas). Rather would I kill D11••lf tor 

the Name of the Holy One, praised be He, and tor Hie holy Torah, mad. 

t hus come today with the righteous onea into their camps for which 

day I ha•e hoped all my life.• Then they 1aich •we will not kill you 

as you expect. Verily we will (either) bur)' you aliTe in a graT•• 

O
ur tai th (abcminatioD) .• And he anawere4 or else you can accept ,~ 

aoc or41~a to your wor4•1 I will accept all 
them a.gains •Let it be ~ 
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~pon llY•~lt out of lcn-e.• And the wicked one• cblg a graTe tor ht.a. 

And Rabbi Shaaria hlllaelt, the plov.a one, walbcl into the groe, 

took hi• three aona and 1»laoecl th• OD hi• left, ancl hi• •lfe 

(on the r i ght) and hiaaelt ln the aiclclle. Then tbe7 1pr1Dkle4 dirt 

from aboT• hta. Jle criecl ancl wept loucll7, and l-nte4 tor hlmaelt, 

for hie aona, and tor bl• wlte, Who were l.7ing be•1cle hia, all tbat 

clay until the next aorning. Ancl the enealea of the Lorcl o- to b1a 

a second time and took bi• oat ot the grue aliTe, ln order that be 

might retract and aocept their faith (abcmlnation) .Ancl the., aakecl 

him againa •Do 7ou wiah to change 7our God!• But the pioua Rabbi 

Shemaria 414 not wiah to uobange wt th cliagr•• the great and the 

honored Goel, &Del tbereton be helcl fut to h1a piety until hla •oul 

went out. Ancl tbe7 plaoecl him in tb• graTe a aeoond time ancl apri~ecl 

dirt OTer him. Ancl there the ploaa one ell eel tor the unity ot the 

honored and awe-1napir1ng Jfaa. Ancl be 1toocl there in hi• trlal,like 

Abraham, our father. HapP7 ..,- be be, and bapw hi• portion.Concerning 

him and thoae like unto him 1 t la aaicla •But they that lOT• Hi• be 

aa the aun When he goeth torth in hi• might• (J'udge• 5a31) •1MD i• 

the aun in 1 t• aightT In the cl rout t during the month of Ttmaa.Draw 

the following concluaion (go and learn)& .Tu•t u th• auperior1 t7 

of the aun 1• •ore during tbe oiroui t in the •ontb of T~a than 1D 

all the eta.ya ot the year, ao are the righteous onea greater ln the 

world to come than all th• other people•. And th•J' will belong to 

that clasa which ia more belcned to Go4 than all the other• no an 

destined to etan4 and dwell in the aha4cnr of th• Holy one, praiaed 

be He; to stand at bi• right ban4, aa it 1• 1&141•At bi• right hand 

was a fiery law unto them.• (Deut.3312) And ot them tbia Tera• 1• 

saids •1n 1'h7 preieno• ia fulneee ot joy, In lb.y right band bli•• 
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tor eYemore• {P•.18111) Do not read • • •tulDe••• llUt • • 

•aeYen• • 'ftl••• an the •n•n sroupe of tbe ripteoaa, oae hicb•r 

than the other, Who•• tao•• ~· lllc• \he •llD and Ule aooa.AD4 ot 

them 1 t 1• •a14a •Qb how alNDd•at 1 a !b7 gooclll•••• whioh aoa llaat 

laicl up tor tb• tbat tear Th••, 111111oh Tboa baat wrought tor th• 

that take tbelr refuge in 'lb••.• •Light i• aown tor tbe rigbteoaa 

and gladn••• for the upright in bee.rt• (Pa.9'7all) AD4 tb••• ripteou 

clesirecl to •anoti~ the honorecl andi --1napiring •-with nJo1o1ns 

and. goo4D••• of heart, u a 111m W!la1 goeth to a Mllquet hou••• an4 

to declare jii• '1Di\7 •u the hart 1nanft•tb atter tbe waterbrook•• 

(Pa.4212 ) . 

ot all tho•• ••••n •illae;e•• ia whioh the o~Di tr of 

Cologne waa •oattencl, none wu aa1recl uoept thoae r ... who wre 1D 

the Tillage of X.rpeaa the7 wre na•t ldllecl. But t.be hoatil• rLiler 

ot the Tillage tried to clo eTil in aaother 1f1'Y. Be OOW!!9"4•4 hia 

ae"ante to take the tc:mbatonee ot t.he wried 4eu in Cologne, an4 

to make for b1a a 1"l1141ng with tht1ae toabetonea. Ancl the)' 414 •o. 

aut when the7 ra1••4 th• atone• w11:h le••r• upon the bu1141ng to 

build the wall, a atone rolled ( W La tbiag oauae4 b)' the Jealoua 

and aTenging Goel) aad tell upon tho bea4 of the hoat11• ruler of 

the Tillage, broke hi• hea4, oruebml hi• brain•, ucl he 41e4. 

'l'hc:-eupon bia wife bee ... 1naane, 1md loat her •••.••• encl cliecl in 

thR.t eiclme••· Ancl the jealoua aad aYenging God intiaatecl to u that 

he reeked Tengeance upon th• beoa1ae of what they clicl. AD4 ao aq 

He aTenge • 19ee4il7 in our cla1•, tl11e blood ot hi• eerYant•, whioh 

•aa spilled, ucl ta being apillecl tt••rJ 4q in Hi• behalf. 

Ancl Juat aa the emie• cl:lcl in th••• o~uni tie• out of 

the cunning of their heart• - ae w1e h&Ye related - eo tbe7 414 1D 



other oa •nt t1ea1 ln the o1 t7 ot Trler, in .. ta, in Bq••Wrs• 

in Prague, ta Voabel an4 ln Pappellbeia. But \her all aaaot1fle4 

the great and ... -1naplrlag •-· ln lne u4 ••••· AD4 all 

this bapgene4 ln that J•&r (4866) at one ti•. ~or Oo4 ohoae that 

whole goo4 c•aeratioa tor hi• portion, tn or4ar to beatow l>l•••ina 
upon the generation to a•e after thm. AD4 ao 11a1 it be tha will 

of the elt&lte4 an4 reTere4 Oo4 to rt{iar4 their oh114ren after th• 

tor the 4••4• of for11.er generatloaa,Uan4 aa_y their aerit, and 

tbelr rlghteoaa .. ••• an4 their plet7, an4 their uprightn••• be 

eetabliahe4 tor ua toreTer - Selah - to brine near for aa th• 

redea9tion, an4 to lead aa Gilt of death into the lan4 of the 11YiDC• 

Tbe a\ Jrf of Trier waa related to •· OD the fifteenth dq 

of Niaaan, on the tlrat day of Paaao•er, a meaaenger came to the 

Cruaadera troa iTanoea a -•••aser of Jeaua, b7 th• naae or Petron. 

lie waa a monltl, and •+1•4 Peter Pralat (Peter ot Aaleu) .AD4 

when be came to Trier, he and the aany men Who were with him to 

go on the crua&de to Jeruealem, he brought a letter from the .rm 

ot the land of Yranoe, that in all the place• where the aole of 

hia foot. might trea4, or where•er hi• Journey might lead, there the 

J ew1 ahould g1Ye hi• proT1a1ona for hie journey. He, (in turn) would 

epeak good tor IaraelJ tor he waa a monk, an4 hi• word• were well 

respected. But, when be came here, our eoul went out and our heart 

broken, fear aeize4 ue, and our fe&et wa1 turned to mourning. ~or 

until now, the city-dweller• bad neTer spoken of doing anything 

evil to the community, before t heee ehametul men oame. And they 

gave (~roYiaiona) t ; Peter the monk, mid he went on hie Yay.Then 

our evil neighbor1, the city-dwellers, came and were envious of 
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all tbe eTent• that baPi>e••4 iD t.he re•t ot the ccmmunt U•• in the 

land of Lot.br1ng1a1 tor the7 hear4 .. , bat laaf..-A 'o am, -' 
ot th• ..., paal.-.na iba' "" 6Hne4 .. al .. , u.., allA a&\ 

tbeJ took_, ..ir ••117• naq (tlaa 1-) Vlltd U.. ot-·twllen 

each OP ••P&raMl.71 llat all thl• ... of ao &Tail OD th• ,.., of 

the fierce aager of the I.orA. ~or 1 t WU a 41T1De 41apenaat1on tr• 

God from Heoen, upae all that generation wbloh He ba4 oho•t:D u 

Ris portion, to fulfil.l hi• o~llmUldaeDta. 

At that tille, the ob114ren of the congregation of Trier, 

took their •orolla ot the law, ucl plaot: el thea in a atrong bouM. 

When the en-1•• peroe1Teel th• they went there that Tery •- ~. 

broke in the root traa abOYe, and took all the bancle anel tbe •ilTer 

which was arouncl the wooelen aoroll .. They three the acroll• ot the 

la• on the grouncl, tore th .. an4 traa.Pleel upon them with their feet. 

The congregation baTe already tleel to the Biabop. But he wu not there. 

!'hen they took eOlle of the chief• of the Bishop anel hi• •el"t'ant• anel 

went to that place to ~ulait their aoul• to eleath, (0Dl7) to tincl 

the scroll• of the La• trampleel upon. They rent their garaent. ADcl 

they acreamecl in their bittern••• of •oula •Behold o Lord -.y attlictioa, 

for the enemy hath magnified himaelt• (Lam.la9). Then they plokecl 

up th" acrolla of the Law traa the Ground, ki•••cl t.h• and fled with 

them to the palace. ID tho•• 4'Y•• tbe7 inoreaeed faate and atfliotiona 

and did repentence and righteouaneea. The7 taeted eix weelal ~ tra11 

day t o day, rrca PaesoTer to SheTUotb,anel eTeey day after ···~ti4e 

they distributed their money to the poor and they plae~-J a t:'-~ 

upon themeelTe•1 tour ti•• they aaTe ot each liter a 41nar. But they 

did not ceaae traa inoreaaing the bribe• until they ha4 1tiTeD all. 
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their property - •••n the pra;ying •hawl which w .. upon their 

should.er. Ancl t1nal~. they 4eo14e4 (•a14) to giTe all that theT 

bad to the Biaho»• in order that he aidlt •aTe th9a, trcm the 

tiancl ot tho•• 11bo plan eTil. But it 414 not bell> thla alQ'I tor 

iod ba4 d.eliTereo th• ner to the baacla ot their e!MllQ an4 Hla 

IJl'&tb WU k1114l•cl aaainat iu.. 4D4 he bicl 111• tao• tr• tba -

the d&i.Y of their Tiaitation. 

AD4 OD the tirat ot Pentecoat, OD which ••• da.Y w .. al•o 

the marQt 4a.T Of their abaminatiOD (teatlYal) t the,Y fr• the Rhine 

river came to the market place. Then the pioua on••• men of holiD•••• 

rled to the 1)8laoe of the Biahop - which ia called - Palatinate. 

lnd the mur4erera were paaaing by and were boasting of their murder• 

and their 4eatruotlona which the7 ha4 done to the men ot Go4 an4 the 

lol,Y congregationa. And the Biahog came to the oatheclral (da.e 

a.b011ination) to protect the Jen. But wben the eneaie• beard the 

rorda of the Biahop, in which he mentioned the Jewa, they gatherecl 

~~ether to 9111.ite the BiaboJ . Thereupon th• Biabop tlecl into the 

~burcb, into one ot the romu, an4 remained there one week. ADO. all 

~he 2eople came into the palace, wherein were the lonaot the Holy 

~ovell&llt to fight them; but they were not able. And when they aaw 

~hem their heart• waTered, like the waTering of the tree• of th• 

~oreat before the wind. (ct.Ie.712). When they aaw that they were 

aot able to fight thea becauae it (castle) waa -Tery •trong, an4 the 

rall of the builcllng waa ti Te oubi t• wide and aa high aa the eye 

1ould aee, they went away (troa thetw) and decided (aa14) to kill 

~he Bishop in tb1. cathedral an4 the Biabop teared greatly for he 

raa a stranger in the oi ty and bad nei tber relatiTea nor acquaintuao••• 



nor ha4 he tbe power to aaYe th-. Then the Btahog o ... to Ula w!Ul 

a plan aa to what t hey ahould do. Ancl he aaked tbeaa "What clo 7• 

desire to 4o! Do )'OU not ••• that on all a14e• Jen are alreaq 

killed. It i• m:t ar4ent •i•h to aep '97 t&l th in J'OU u I praaiaecl 

you until the time l Uatora 7ou,(name17) until there woulcl not r-1n 

a communi t7 in all the kingclcm ot .Lothringia. Behold, eee now, the 

Cruaa4er• haYe riaen up againat J'OU to kill 7ou, ancl I - attll afraid 

of them. Behold, 1 baTe !led tram them fifteen clqa. • ADcl Uae 

congregation anawered and aaicla •Diel you not faitbt\llly aet a time 

for 1.18 that you would proteot ua. until the king should oome into 

the kingdom!• And the Blahop answered and aaida •The ld11g hiuelt 

ia not able to cleliYer )'OU from the hand of the Cruaadare (thoae who 

march with the oroaa). Be cODYertecl or rec~1Te upon you the judgment 

of HeaTenl •Ancl they annereci him and aaicla ....,,, that it eYer7one 

ot ua had ten aoula, we would giYe thea for the unity ot Bi• Bame 

before they would defile ua.• Then they atretchtd out their necks 

and said& •we g1Ye our head• but we will not bely our God.• When the 

Bishop aaw thia he went a.way w1 th hie chief a, and they had a four clqa 

reet, until the day of the giTing of the Torah had paaaeclJ for thi• 

did the pioua onea aek ot him. The)' turned that featiTal to warning, 

f or tbey knew and they heard that the Bishop and eTeryone who ha4 an;r­

thing to aay were planning eTil against them without cauae. 

One day, the Biabop eent a meaaenger to them (aaking)111la\ 

1'W should do and what plan be abould follow for the whole world ha4 

risen against him to kill him. Thereupon they thoUght that be wanted 

them to giTt: him a bribe. So they aeaured tht meaaenger that they 

Vlould bribe bim with all their mone7. And tbe meaaenger anewerecl and 
. 

said; •The Bishop doee not desire thie.• 'l'bereugon the hancla ot the 



9ioua ones relaxed. But the heart ot the Biahop and. hia oft1cei:• 

.,.uj turned against them tor eTil. And they took counael tog~tber 
. 

not t o kill all, but oal.7 two or three, in order to weaken the bearta 

of the remaining oneaa that perhapa they might turn to their· pd.a. 

And the Biahop aent unto thm and called the 1*Portant men ot the 

city and the lea4era ot the people. And. they atood before the 

entrace of the palace1 tor in the aidat of the gate there waa a 

door like ·that of a furnace. And. the enemiea atood roundabout the 

,a>alace, hundred.a and thouaand.a armed with eha.rp eworda,and roae-
• •• 

t o swallow them a11Te, fleah and bo47. Thereupon the ~rinoe ot the 

boat of the biahop, wt th the prince•• entered the palace a.ad said. 

unto them 1 •Thua hath our .Lord, the Biahop aaicll 'ConTert youreelTea 

or leaTe hie 9alace tor I no longer desire to proteot you•i tor 

many times haTe they risen up against hia to kill him on account of 

you. And you are not able to be aaTed and your God doea not deaire 

t o deliver you now aa he did. in former d~•· See the great mob 

s tanding at the entraoe ofthe ~al.ace. And when they aaw that their 

mi sery was great the pious ones came, eat doYll on the ~round, and. 

r aised their Toicea with oryina. And they crie4 loud.ly, in the bitter­

ness of soul, men, women and children. And they oontee1ed their aina. 

l'hen they led oute1de Uar Aaher bar Joseph, the leader. to kill him, 

in order to bring dread. and tear upon the remaining onea, that they 

mi &}lt C\>Dfeee to their tod,abamination l. An~ Vg,r Asher anawered and 

said: •Whoever there ie among you of all the ~eople ot the Lord -

cay Bia G Q~!itb him - let him go up.(II Chr.361231 And who deeirea 

~o greet the achechinah? Behold in one em.all hour ( he can create) 

a world full of &Ood.ne••· • And a lad, by the name ot Keir bar Samuel 
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answered and aa1cl1 •wait for•• I want to go with you in the worl4 

here all ie light an4 1 will acknowledge wi \b yoa t.he ODl7 aD4 Honored 

and Awe-Inspiring •- with u whole heart an4 m.y wilU. aoaJ..• .Aa4 

when they o-• out ot the cloor ot the palace, the Cl'U8&4.era browdlt 

(the crucifix) before t.bea, in orcler that tha ahCNlcl proat~a'9 

themaelTea before it. Ancl the7 put the 'bruoh upon (of .Zaek.8al7l •••••• 

••••• Ancl there the1 ldllecl tb.eae three piou• onea for the 

sanctification of the •-· And Xar Abrahaa bar Yaml'oT, a fa.1 tbtul, 

righteoua, upright 11ua, klcwecl by Goel, waa there. llorniag an4 Dight 

he waa at the how.e ot pr~er. ADcl be tell upon hi• face ancl conte•••d 

hie aina betore the King ot King ot Jfiaga, the Hoq One praiaecl be He. 

And he raiaecl hi• Toioe and wept and aaicla •I pr&.T O I.or4, God,1'!17 

bast !bou foraalcen Thy people lar .. 1 to acorn ancl deriaion an4 reproach 

to destroy ua by the bancla of people 'tlho are u unclean u the pigt 

For the ~eople. whom Thou baat choeea to be u.nto Thee, a choaen peopl 

amon · t!.ll tbe people• conaume ua. Thou hut rai••cl th .. tr• tM ear\h 

to heaTenai but now Thou oaateth them clown frcm the hea•ena to t.he 

earth. Thou but glorified Iarul and Thou haat multi plied. the alaia 

onea among ua. And. the pioua one tell to the ground, tull leagth apoa 

hia t'aoe before the •Y•• ~ all • .Ud thq lifte4 bUI up, .. 4 hia 

outside, tor he waa killed. there for the aaaot1tioat1oa of tile ..... 

And there wu a young girl, a claugbter ot a goo4 f-117 11ho al•o 

aanc ~ltied the li- in holin•••· After the•• were •lain, an4 the 

enemies aaw that tboae who rell&ined in the palace were at1ll bolcling 

faet to their piety u at the beginning, and tbat their power 

did not become weak trcmshat bad happened preTioual.7 theJ aaid one 

to anothers •AJ.l tbi• the wca.n baTe clone for the7 peraua4ed Uleir 



huabancla to etrengthen their power to rebel ••••••• •. 

An4 all the oagtaina •- an4 ••1H4 the haD4a ~ the 

women with great t oroe, Di ting an4 woun41ng th• an4 leading Ulm 

to the church ln or4er to baptlae th•. An4 atter that 0.7 eent •4 

torclbl.7 took urq a aon tr• hi• aother'• bo••• an4 1•4 b1a with 

thea to tulitll what lt •8-1•• •ft17 •ona an4 t.b7 dupter• aball be 

glTen to another people• (Dnt 28a3a). The •-- ra1ae4 their Yolo•• 

and wept. Three 4-Y• before tbe;y -• lmown to t!Ma thla oppnaaioa, 

the oaptalna who wen in the palaoe, om U4 oloae4 Q the ciatena, 

in which wu the water of tm palaoe, tor the7 feared that th•7 

(the wcmen) wo1ll4 out their ob114r•D therein to kill tb•. And. the7 

did not allow th• to go up upon the wall ln or4er tbat tba7 ahcn&i4 

not throw thmaelT•• 4own tr• the nll. All night until the nut 

morning the7 watched th_, that the;y ahould not kill one another.AD4 

all thl• the;r 414 4ellberatel7, for they 414 not want to kill th•• 

but buaie4 tbemaelTea in ••laing th• to toroe th• tlato coDYeraion). 

A girl •tood before the ent...aoe of ': tflepalao•~ •tretcbe4 her neck 

to the out•ide and. aa14a •WboeTer wiebe• to cut oft 11J7 head in the 

fear of -.y Creator, let him come and do it! • But the uncircuacise4 

did not wiah to touch her, tor thie girl wa• beautiful of fora and 

Tery charming, but maD7 ti•• the;y wanted to take her and lead her 

aw-.y with them • 'l'bey were inclined (to d.o it~. but they could. not, 

for she threw heraeli down on the groun4 and aacle off u though ah• 

were dead. And ao ahe remained in the palace. Then her aDDt c- to 

her a.nd aaids Do you wish to die with me in the fear of our Crea\ort• 

She an•wered and aald to hers •surely, and. willingly:• Tb .. 7 went 

and bribed the gw.ard ot the entrance and •ent out. They walked. upon 



the bridge and cut tb-•lYea into the water• beoauae ot the tear 

of the ETer-luting King. And ao did two maiden• tram Cologne, u4 

of tbol and aiailar ODea, 1 t ia aaich •Thua aai th the Lorcla 'l will 

bring back from Buban, 1 will bring back fr• the 4eptba ot t.he 

eea • • ( P1. 68a 2S) • Pl-Mae tbe Lorcl. that th•7 'be gi Y•D a bllrial. J[q 

the AY.agiag OD• aT•D&•• la our claT• betore our •1•• the bloocl of 

Hi1 •e"uata, 11bioh ,... ap1lle4. And their -ri t aacl their rlghteouaneaa 

a tand tor ua u a MJ"i t • aD4 proteot ua in the dq of eril. 

And now l will relate{the ator'71of tboae who were in Keta. 

•Bast Thou utt•rl7 reJecte4 Iar .. lt Hath thy aoul loathed the Bol7 

oommun1t7 of Ketat•(Jer.16al9). Why were they an4 their •••4 amittent 

t• 1 t were killed the ploua one• of the Almigho/tbe honored onea of 

the land, the maatera of the L&w1 Rabbi Saauel/ the prieat and lead.er, 

and •••n many other~ iao17 ancl atrong on••• pillar• of the earth, were 

killed there. And tbe nuaber of thoae were alain in that place waa 

t•enty two. Tbe. J18Jorit1 of tbea were forced into ain and suilt, 

until the daya of anger had paaaed. Hor atter that they returned to 

the Lord *1th all their heart•. Kay God accept their repentance and 

forgi•e the sine of His people. 

The community in Regenaburg were all forced (to WODTereion), 

for they aaw that they were unable to escape. And likewise those 

who were in the city. mhen the Crusaders and the people of the land 

assembled against them. they forced them against t heir villa. They 

brou5ht them into a river, made the aibna of a crosa (evil) o•er 

the water, and immersed them, all at one time into that ri•er, tor 

the people were there. But eYen .tbeae returned to God. After the 

enemies or the Lord bacl gone a•&J• they immediately made great 



repentanoei tor what they had done t :iey had done by great toroe, 

eince they were not able to reeiat the enemiea and tht enemiea did 

not want to kill them. Uay our Creator forg1Te our guilt! 

And when the Cruaadera c- to the MD of God, hol7 MD who 
. 

were in the ol ty Shelo, they aa14a •»ow, underatllD4 oar wor4a, ud 

know what you ar• to\ 4o. :Bi tber turn to Olll' eo4 (abcainatioll) 01' 

accept upon yoaraelt th• 4eath aentence, aa your brother• who 4well 

in the lan4 of the Hurlt•• (Ohriatlanal 414. They deman4e4 ot the 

Crueader• and the 1Dhab1tanta or their citi•• three 4aya ti.lie, an4 

made launrn the -tter 'to their oa_ptaina by •an• ot a •••eager. 'l'bey 

eanctified thoae three dqa rith taating, an4 aupplloate4 tbe preaeme 

of the llrtag go4 with taatlaa, weeping and c17ing1 uul their prqer 

waa aocepte4, aD4 the Mroitv.1 lo4 4el1Tere4 tha. And. tbe captain 

1trengthene4 their hand• during the three cl&7 perio4 and. aent to 

them a commander with one thouaan4 horaemen, girded with aword. And 

there were alao in the city ot Shelo, men ot 3ud.ah, aojournera. 

fi ve hundred armoured. and warrior young men, who woUld. neTer turn 

their tace• a--.y frcm aQJ e~. l'hey cuae upon the ci t1 _unupeoteclly 

and dealt the cruaad.er• and the inhabitant• of their city a great 

•miting. But only au of the Jen were killed. The light ot Ierael 

aaTed the reet of the COllBUlitY.&nd led thea altogether into a 

village ogpoeite the city ot Shelo, on the other aide ot the r1Ter. 

And there they remained in peace and eaae, until the enemiea of the 

Lord went awu. 

And now it 1• gratity1111t tor ua to relate the prai•• ot 

the comerted ones. ETerYth1ng they ate and. 4rank enclaz:lgerecl their 

livee. They would al&U$thter their meat ritually, clean away the tat, 



an4 eTen •~atne th• mat. acoorciiDR to the r-.ulattoD ot the wiH -

men. They drank no id.olatroua wine. The7 414 not go to tbelr chv.rolaea 

except a few tiae•• •• eT•l7 time they went Ula wut. out ot -oh 

force an4 maob fear ucl went ritb a troubled aoul. i.'Tu the Chriotiua . 
tbeaeelT•• Jmew that tbQ' wen not comert.e4 with a williM bean, but 

becau.e ot the tear ot the Cnaa4era that tbe7 clicl not Mli•T• in 

their rel.lgtoa. bat OD17 ol.eue4 to tbe rel.iP:ion ot God.. ancl helcl 

fast to the Alaight.7 Goel, Creator of the ReaTe11a and. Barth. Before 

the eJ•• of the Obri•tiuaa, they kept their Sabbatll aooorcliag to their 

Law, and. aeoretl.7 apt the Law of Goel. He who ·~•aka eTil agalnat 

them 11 like one 11ho apealta againat. tbe Scheobinah. 

AD4 it o- to paea after theae thinga, atter they (Cruaad.era) 

had executed their wiahea and their rilla that they turne4 to go 

on their oruaa4ea to Jeruaal... The tirat oaraTan conaiated ot prieeta 

from the lan4 of Jlranoe ancl wi tb 1 t wae a Tery great &1'1111'. .AD4 when 

it oame to the border of the Kingd.ca of HU11gary, it aent meaaenger• 

to the King of Hu.agar)', •~inga •Let ua paae throuah your land, on 

the highwQa (like the way of the King let ua go). Vie will neither 

eat nor drink unleea (we pay for it) with a11Ter. •ed the Kins gaTe 

them permiaaion to paaa th.rough all hie bordere, they (1 t) and all 

thttir arm;r, if only they would go peacetully and do no harm to hie 

}eople ot &n7 oity. And they came to a large fortified city, in Which 

there were ma.iv men. A plague of fuline ha4 already aeisec:l Uim,an4 

they could only buy a little bread tor a dinar. One of the cruaa4era 

_ brought a ~air of woolen etocldnga in the market place in order to 

bu.y bread with thea. A peraon of the city came and derided hiJl.Ancl 

Satan came between them until they roae up to kill one another. AD4 

an evil apiri t waa stirred between them and the cruaadera aroae an4 

1 



kille4 all the lnbabitanta ot the oity, ohilcl .. well aa euoklllli_• 

And the report of 1 t o- to the King. Ancl the eaeatea ~ the I.or4 

joume7ecl frOlll there uul t- to a riTer by the ~ td Domua, all 

the bank• of whloh were fiooda4. Ancl there wre no ablp• ln which to 

cross the ri•er, but there waa a Tillage near the ri••r aacl they wnt 

and destro7ecl the Tillage aD4 took the woocl ot the boa••• ancl made a 

bridge with the woocl &D4 oroaaecl the rlTer. But then tbe7 o ... to 

a city w1tb a wall, door• ancl bolts. The men of the oity cloaecl the 

gate before tha. and dicl not want to let tbUl enter the cl ty, tor 

the King had alre~ obae"ecl tbul Ul4 CGm'N'clecl thea not to allow 

them to enter their tortre••• ill ord.er that they aboul4 not 4eatr07 

their kingclca. Ancl tbe7 414 ao. And when t: ~Peter·;· .: r , U.. •onk, 

saw that be ... not able to enter the city, he 1ent a prieat, aa 

meeeenger to the cit7 (aaldng)i •since you will not allow ua to 

enter the cit7 aend ua bread outalde of the city, and we will pay 

f or it.• But the inhabitant• ot the city were not willing to do 

that, tor it wae the king's command. He (Peter) again sent measengera 

to t he guard ot the oi t7 to aell them bread worth oneflleaht (coin · 

correaponding to a Tyrian Obolue) for two -Xeaha•. But they .... ered 

hi r: aayinga "ETen if our lite depended upon it we would not sell to 

you." And on that night the enemies of God bad to fast. And they all 

came before Peter a monk and counselled with him aa to what they 

should do. And he saids •Tomorrow we will take revenge on them.•And 

Pe t er answered and eaidt • True and certain it ia that among thia 

nation there ia no belief (eubstance) nor faith; for they have less 

f aith than the Iahllaelites and verily are worthy ot beinc s tone'; tor 

by their own testimony they do not care to let u1 liTe.• And he called 

t o the people and e&14a •surround the olty!• And the eneml•• ~ ... 



-ea- .. 

Ui>OD the oi ty, brob the ~at••• and killed all Wbo were tound therein. 

And th\.y sojourned in the city three cia¥•• and ate eYeeything whioh 

was found tbt:rein and they plundered the oi ty and went their W-.Y.When : 

the Ong of Hungary heard what the Cruaadera .had done &llcl how they 1&14 

we.a te hia two oi ti••• hie heart melted and he ~athered. t~ether all 

bis arm.v to tight aga1net the cruaaderaa for the)' were Yery atro11g, 

and aa numerous aa the aancl wh1 ch 1 a upon the shore ot the. aea. Then 

the king command.eel hie eerYanta to t ell tbe people that each aan 

oould return to hia place, but thU they ahoulcl be pr .. pared. to oama 

to th~ King at any moment the Ktng might comm&Dcl. On the following 

da..v the King called. his princes, governor• and. chieta, and they took 

oounsel with the King to oloae the ~atea at the border line or the 

r.ine; dom of Hung&rJ in order not to allow another (Crusader) to enter 

there. from now on. And ae tor those who ha4 already entered., they 

would be~in to cut o£f the atraegliNI: onea. And wheneYer they wo~~d 

se i ze a hundred Crusader& together, they wou1d kill them. And tbaa 

they did on the morrow and li kew1ae on the follow1 11a da.v until they 

killed all or them who follo~ed Pe ter, the monk. And the Holy One, 

)raised be He, aYenged the blood of His aerTanta upon them and there 
r~ed 

did not remain of them even a aiMle man. And the Hungarian King4ca I 

firmly closed trom before t he enemies. Then the dwellers of the 

Rhine •iTer came with a •ery lar~e army, the army of Swabia, ot 

~ranee, and of AUatria; they are the inhabitants of Seir, Huritee, 

an army as numerous as the sand whioh is upon the shore of the 1ea. 

And at the head of all them was Inco, t he wicked, the goYernor ot 

Lei ningen, - may his bones be crushed. 'l'he1 came to the border of 

the l:ungarian Kingdom to the ci ~ of Saborti~ (llieaelburs) • and 

r ound about tbe wall ·were deep moats. And they went up to wage war 
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against it, but they were not able. Then the obiefa ancl goTernore 

came together in counsel to ••nd to the King of HWl«ar"Y that he, 

for the aake of J'eaua ehoul4 giTe them a paa~e through the land, 

and they in turn would surrender their weapon• ot war. AD4 they took 

four men from among the gOYernora an4 eent th• to him wt th the•• 
aame wor4•. Then th• King o- and order to 1apr1eo.J;f ~r three 4-Y• ~ 
And on the thir4 cla7e tboae •ou goTernora awore to him that they 

wo11ld bring the head of 1'co, the gOTeraor. So he tree4 them w1 th 

spoil. And the matter wu told to Jboo, and he fle4 dlu"iag the night. 

' Aiid tboae that reaaine4 fled. but the ar.my of the king of Hungar;y 

.Pursued after th .. and killed them with a great blow. llUlJ 41ed by 

sinking in the deep a1re1 aore than tboee who •ere killed b)' the 

aword. And when one fled he would tall into the llire a• deep aa hi• 

thighe and would not be able to budge from there until he died.The 

Greeks (HU.ngariane) puraued atter them on eTery aid+- tar aa the 

river Donau. AD4 they tle4 upon th~ bridge which Peter, the monk, 

had made, and the7 tore down the bri&te• and ctrowne4 themaelTe• in 

the river Danaus more than many thousand.a and many 111Tria4a, until 

they ( the purauera) could wal.k upon their backa like one walk• upon 

dry land. And the news of the escape made glad our hearts !or God 

showed ua Tengeance upon our enemiea. And in those dq•, the 11911 

was dimmed, ancl on that day God broke the pride of our enemies and 

u;rooted their name. »ut the enemies did not yet •top their eTil 

i)lans and Journeyed daily to go up to Jeru•alem. And God del1Tered 

them oTer to alaughtering.•like abeep to the elaughter, and prepared 

them !or the day of slaughter• (Jer.1213). •AIJd render to our 

neibhbora sevenfold unto their boaom• (Pa.79112). •Thou wilt render 



unto thea a reoQllW•D••• O Lor4, according to the work of their lulllea. . . 
Thou wilt g1Te th• barclD••• of heart. Thy cv.rae UDto th•· ftou wilt 

pursue thal in ....-zo ua4 4eatro7 th• frOll un4er the beune of tba 

Lord.• (Lam.3a64-66) •:ror the Lor4 hath a ~ of Teageanoe, a 7ear 

ot recampen•• tor ~ oontr<>Teray ot Zion• (Ia.3418). •o Iarael, 

that art ••••4 b7 th• Lor4 with an •••rlaating aal.TatiODI 7e . •ball 

not be aabame4 nor confounded, world without end• (la.4~al?). 

At firet, when we o ... to thi• Speyer, to pitoh our tenta -

•the stakee 9bereot ahall DeTer be plucked up• (Ia.33120) ~ thia, 

regarding the -tter of bu.ming, h&}lpene4 in the proTince of Jla1'enoe, 

the city of Spe7er, the cit7 iD which we an4 our father• were born, 

the ol4eat, aoat t-•• an4 praiaewortQ oo •nt ty of all the 

communi tie• of the .K1ng4•. All the Jt;wiab neighborhood.a, an4 their 

streete, were burned, an4 •• were in great fear of the city dweller•. 

At that ti••• Xeir, the priest, came from Yorma and had the La,. of 

the prieata (Book of Levi tioua) in hie hand. But theJ (the eneaies) 

thought 1 t was ailTer or gold and they killed him. It wu according 

to t he abort reckoning of the creation of the world that a prieat and 

a prophet were in the aanctuary or God. (cf .Lam.2120) . our •a'bbi 

lleahulam said to them1 •Frcma now OJlt f'ear not, for tbie (death of 

Meir) outweighs &11. Then .. reconaidered to go out troa there and 

to flee any place we could tind a f ortified city. Perhaps the 

graoiou1 God will ahow grace, the mcrcitul one ebow merc7, the 

helper give aid to let ua live, aa fHe baa) to~. He (the bishop) 

t ook ua up friendl7 and even sent hie prince• and horeemen after ua 

and then gave ua a special quarter of the city. He promieed to 

surround ua with walle, doors and bolte, to protect ua fram the 

oz>preasores to be a fortrees t o ue and ehow COl!lPa&&ion upon ua, 
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like a father ( .. n) abon OQ9P&eaion upon hi• •on. We ottere4 pr~•.r~ 

to onr Creator, mom1ng and eYening, clqa ancl claJ•• ancl •• ••r•. •••4 

bf the band of the prleat Jolla. KleTen persona were ldlle4 but th~ 

reet of the conman1 t7 waa aaTecl - aay hla memory be bleaaed ancl 

praised toreTer. Afterward• we turnecl back to the ol t7 (Kqence) • 

each man to bis cnrn bouae B.D4 place, but the iDhabi tanta ot the 

upper group were not abl• to go to tbe lower ~oup, •or eTentag, 

morning, ucl noon pra,yen.-ecauae of the fear o'f the ca••cl 

oppresaora. And we of the upper group p~ed in the school of our 

J abbi Judah, eon of Rabbana Kolonymoua, and thoae of the lOYier 

i; roup prayecl in their pla.oea of the synagogue. And eo it \\ &a the 

custom tor many yeara. 

And all tho work ( ot the new a~agogue) wae oampletecl 

i n the month ot Ellul, or the year 486,, according to the abort 

r eckoning . On Rosh Raabonah eYe, one of t he elders oame and aaicl 

t o the communityi ~come, let us go up to the house that we m~ 

dedicate i t u~on ita old place and plan.• And the elders of t he 

community, the priests and Levi t es , went and brought with gTeat 

rej oicing t he scrolls of the Law into the ark, which was in the 

synagogue and t h ey are _there eYen to thi a day. And O» the next da.y 

on Roeh Haahonah, we began t o ; r ay therein, and we are ~r~ing, eTen 

until t his dll.1 • 

Thia i a the end. ~ God reward ua to aee our rebuilcling 

speedily in our own day. •To behold the graciouaneaa or the Lord 

and to Tiait early in hie 'l'eJIU)le• (271•). Uay He clel1Yer ue traa 

our sorrows. Amen. 



ABOUT THB PIOUS OBBS 

WHO WERE BURNBD 
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THIS (SECTIOJl) IS ABOUT TD PIOUS ODS WHO WI.BB BomJ>. 

Heart• are we&17 to u;preaa, ancl bancla of all - wea17 

to wrl te •••••• ~~ who oan wi thholcl tr• writing the acoount of thl • 

m11fortune wltbout bl• heart buratingt Behold, when one hear• it traa 

his friend, both of bia ears tingle and hia mpirit leaTe• him until 

al.moat loaiag hie thought•J how auoh the • ore n, who are bitter ot 

heart! Can a man recount hi• aiafortUD•• without hi• lip• cloaing,can· 

the (band) write wt thout bec<J111ing weary? ..,,ut 1 t 1• the command ot the 

iUng, an4 the ccmnancl of our Rabbi Jacob, and we cannot wi thholcl 

ouraelTea from it 

We, of the o0111111nit7 of Orleana ta.)Ee upon oureelYea to 

bring the heifer (aa a aacrlfice) ••••••• in ita place, because or 

our t ranagre aai one and our al na be.a all thi • (came upon ua) , and 

God waa aanctitied through thoae who were nigh unto bla.(ct.LeY.1013) 

Since the time when He gaYe Bi• people tor plunder and let our 

sanctuary be deatroyed in tires tor there waa not otC ... cl up holier 

burnt-offering• than these . Angela or God aacended in the flame• -

thirty one angela - • AboTe Him the aeraphima, whom they, by the 

command ot the oppreaaora brought out and burned. (The eneaiee) aa.141 

•Let ua call them and inquire (aak their mouth) whether they will 

change their glory tor t .hat which doth not proti t" (of .J'er .21 ll). 

And they annered unanimoualy: •Jio! but w will cleaTe to our Go4, 

the God ot Ierael, and Rim we will reTere with all our heart and w1 th 

all our soul.• While they were leading them out. they atr~nsthene4 

l.; !: t;xt 1.:1 ,;l: t \',l)r :.: -1 im ,.. os aible to t r anslate. 
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their own heart•, le•t one heart of th .. wabn, aa4 tbeJ eat•• 
one to the others •Shall we tr.able before thl• firet Were w 

not cbo••n for thi• Aqt • And tbua 41d they •peak on their jou~1 . 
•Take heed to 1our••l•••• leat 7our heart be deoe1Te4• (Deut.llal6) • 
Be strong ua4 be f11'1l tn tbe faith of our Creator in or4er that our 

death •hall be an aton-nt for all our •in••. Th••• nn the 

ein•of!ering• an4 guilt-offering• of the congregation, Through th .. 

wae all l•rael atoned. 91'or the offering• of the Lor4 8&cle 'by fire, 

the brea4 ~ their Go4, the7· do off er1 therefore tbe7 shall 'be hol.J• 

(LeT.2116). An4 God aooepted their pleaaant aaant~otrertaga on 

WeGneada;r, the twentieth 4aT of tbe aontb of SiTua of the 7ear 49Sl, 

according to the llbort reokoning. And( th1 e dq) wu wortb1 to be eet 

aside ae a tut 4-7 for the ohildnn of our people. And the glorJ 

ot tbie faat 4-J 1f&8 greater than the fut of Ge4al1ah, the 80n of 

Ahik_, tor it ... a clq ot atonement. The7 were attten and woun4edJ 

and the more the7 inflioted th .. with WOUJld• and blowa, the aore tbe7 

st rengthened and aa4e powerful their bearta, to ld'Te the naae of God, 

to be Hie bo).J one1, and to tollcnr God completel7. Yoe to ual How 

hot ia the dql '?oaorrow they will kindle the fire: And when the 

flamea were kindled tbe7 aang u with one mouth, raising high their 

aweet Toice&. The Chriatian• oaae ancl related to ua and aaida ewbat 

aong of 701l•• la th11 that la ao aweet' 7or we baTe never heard auch 

a sweet melody.• Por the eong begins with a low tone and at the end 

they ralae their voice• with a loud tone and sing together• •It i• 

for us to praise• (Olenu Leebabeach). And the fire burned (about them). 

Two priests were tied. to one stake and they called to the aerTanta of 

the oppressor Theobald tbe wicked and saids "Behold, although we 
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(atu4) 1D thi• tire, it bu no power ner ua.• AD4 Ule7 u~4a 

•Get ~ut or it . • Rabbi Judah bar Aaron tore loee h1a bam4a an4 aleo 

~!:.e fe t tera of the h&11cla of hi• associate• and they aa14& -I.et us 

.; J !':-ee! If' Be kill• ua we will die and if• leta ua :liTe •• will 

live.• And the three of thee C.e.;>artecl. ?he enen:i•• roae up aaainat 

t!l~ and mote tb.ea a .great blow, and there theae ho17 onea died 

~efore Go4, and did not allow a Tile word to came out or their 

:!:Juths. They remained in their righteouaneaa fraa the begimaing to 

t~e Tery end. 'lhe7 threw thcm upon the tire, raked the coals oTer 

ther!l ; and still the7 woulcl not bllrn. The•e thinga, the inhabitant• 

~f our ~it1ea, and our ac~uaintancea related to Qa, tor the7 were 

there on the aea. And tr we do not belieTe all. theae tbilJ€& of thei r 

::outh, there waa alao there at the time or the burning a .B&nlch bar 

!l&Tid, the prieat, who ••• Yith his 011D ey ea and heard rith hie own 

ears( eTerything) except the burning 1 teel1', he did not aee, leat he 

be consumed w1 th the people who "" gathered there outaid8 the city 

at t he ~lace of the f i re. Uter that when the ruey ot the mob had 

ab ... when the7 returned, When the burning bad ended, on the ••• 

day he f led i r:.nediately and escaped t:> Orleana. 

%Ile oauae ot the mi•tortune occurred when on Thur•~• the 

d&7 ot t~e misfortune at twilisht, Rabbi Iaaac bar ~leaaar e-e traa 

3l oia, to giTe hia ham•• a clri nk ill the r1Ter. He wore on hia boa• 

a. ; reen akin, which he had brought trcm the houae of one of the 

~i t y- dwellera. One of the end.a of the akin. 11hich ia aalled •ieu• 

\ ~ :- ench) wu seen traa \l!lder hia cloak. A. ccmmon aol41er alao cme 

t ) ~iTe hla hor•• a drink. When the horae of the coaa.on •oldier •• 

~~e while color or the akin , he aprang backward and he(aol4ier) 

~a~ no : abl i to bri.Dg hill to the water. He did not •ry or •a.T 



anything until he o- to hi• aaater. Ancl t hen be aa14a 9Do 7oa 

Jeno• that I aet a Jew in JOllr 4iatr1ct who oaat a cleat oh.114 into 

the water. It waa clark and the hor•• ran ....,. an4 waa tr1ghtene4.It 

carried. me awq an4 would. not Uink. • Ancl hl• aaater •&14 to hiaa 

•Be 11lent, I ha•• wa1 te4 tor thi• ~. ~or tbU• and tlm• ha•• the 

t1ewa 1poken, ancl tlm• ancl thu• will I alao clo. 48 the7 b&Te hamecl me 

so will I ham thea. • .A.Del hi• cruel apiri t ... -SalJaat the 1Dhab1 tant• 

of the cit.7, who relied. upon t.he strength ot the ruler aa a rooka 

for he beat.eel all 11ho o- there with respect. Tb.e ruler lOTecl t.h• 

but the ruler'• wife ancl her nurae were hoetile toward th•. And the7 

saw that ahe waa not with the ruler u 7eaterdq an4 th• clay before 

yeaterctq, the lahabitanta of t.he city began to 4e11gn e't'il againat 
~ ~ 

her. Although ah• waa ••1aed,they were not permitted, \O~•riaa her 

in cha1nas but eh• waa locke4 in the towar together with the entire 

commwu ty. She .... allowed to apeak anythins that ... in her heart, 

buti~e ruler h1maelt ahe wu not allowed to apeak, alt.ho 1he did 

make a etrons effort. 'RM ehe oould not belieTe that the heart of 

n.ler whioh all theae 4a_ya bad lo..-ed her atrongl.7 1ho\ll4 now be 

turned to do eril againat her. And hi• thought• were yet •aDJ •• to 

what to do. Thereupon Satan came into their mid.at, a prieat of 

Augustine, wboee n ... waa blotted out and who1e rea .. branoe waa 

destroyed, who wu anxioua to do eTil to the common aold.iera, who aaw 

Rabbi le··ac 1n the water b)' trying him in the defiled water. If he 

should sink •••••••• against the Jewa judgment waa •~ecute4 against 

them. They 1Dled.1ately li•t•d to hia Toice. And thu1 the eTil ... 

done (pressed) through the hand ot the strange prie1t. At tir1t be 
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approacbecl the ruler w1 th a aone7 tine, and he cca 11Ddec1 Baruch bar 

DaTid, the prleat, ancl Rabbi laaao bar J"uclah, who ha4 gone to apeak 

to the ruler ooncernlag th.a (the Jen) to apeak to the Jen ancl 

aalt bow much they could g1Te. And tbe7 went and brought back an 

r.----"' answer to the ruler, and t.hef aa1c1 to bima •A hun4rect .-efua tbe7 

will giTe. Here are one huDclrecl and eight.7 164U'a, la that enouah . 

for yout• When he bearcl that,h!.a anger grew bot, and be eeuecl to 

speak to thea Ancl While hi• anger bUrnecl be woulcl not Uaten to tbea 

except to the priest alone he turned and 414 acoorcling to all which 

he c(Bllanded hia. He brought the detlled one into the water, Juatitied 

the wicked, made wick94 the r1ghteou1 onea, and burned the pioua of 

: he Almighty in wickeclneaa. ThoUgh the aoul barnacle the bod7 reaained 

intact. And to thia, all the unciroumciaed teatitied that their bodiea 

~ere not burned and they aaida Only the bocliea of their enemiea .. re 

burned; and their worcla eeemed (creditable) tor they spoke theae thinaa 

becauae of their hatred of them. 

The cmmmni ty of Locbea, before thi• misfortune had made 

known that they had eacaped safely, and the informer onl7 

I, Baruch bar Keir, will tell you how the incident happened. A young 

man tram Loche• d.eairecl a y<N.Jlg maiden and aought her hand f 1·am her 

father and her relatiTee. But they anawered hiaa •sooner wouJ.d we 

drown her in water than let her be married to you!• The youngman 

cunningly went and married the girl betore witnesses and came to 

her father and •aid& •vre are now united together without your consent.• 

And the father anawereda •Thie folly which you haYe done will not 

pr ofit you anything.• Then the young man ~ent before the prince and 



informed upon them, and they were •eiaed. They, howeYer, went free • 

may God be praiaed - bu.the (the informer) ia not yet tree. Ye do 

not know - God torb1d - whether this mi•tortune dieordered them 

or not. But they were not giTeu a burial in the world to COile. There 

was a deep place near the place o~ buming, and the ruler o~mute4 

that they coTer them with dirt and atonea. And we heard that the 

v. r ath of the ruler wu 10 greatl.7 kindled against the peopla who 

had thrown much etonee and atiok• upon thoae who were running out 

of the burning that they were killed. At'ter ooapleting all words 0 £ 

our writings, ~e recall yet one aanctitication which we haYe torgottan. 

ila}PY are they Whoee numerical equ1Yalent 11 equal to the word 

(3eYenteen); a single one of wham we haYe not found. Perhaps the 

t~~ ma.idena and one bo7 who would not accept the forced (conYeraion) 

e.re included in the numerical course of Creation. Happy are they who 

have withstood the trial. 

And this is the writing of the prominent men of Paria. Todaf 

is a day of good newa to reRort to the people of Israel, (proceeding) 

from the great King who inclined the heart ot nmi toward 

For we went to the king in the Tillage ot Vasey to prostrate 

ourselYes at hie feet because or thia thing. And when we saw that he 

a;proached ue peacefully, we aa1d to him that we would like to 

speak to b1m aeoretly. But he answereda •speak. only in a loud Yoicel• 

And he himself called all his 1erTanta, who were standing in the 

f ortreae and said to thema • Bear, all of you what the ruler Theobald 

has done; for he and all hie seed shall be uprooted this year! It he 

hae done uprightly, then it ia good; if he has done not according to 

the law, then m8'Y it come upon hie own body. For eTen I fear him tor 

what he has done. And now the Jawa in IQY' land (need) haYe no fear ot 



of what thia oppreaaor baa 4one in hi• Kingd•. l'or it tbo•• iteople 

in the Tillage of Pontoiae and in the citJ of JolnTille ha4 or1e4 

out againat f the 1en) that they 414 thi• thing, and it they ha4 

brough~ the matter before me, there would not haT• been found a true 

word ot it.• The king related before the 1•••• the ator;y ot Pou har• 

(Pontoieara) • which they aa4e ho~ in Paris and which wu reali.7 talae1 

and eimilarl7 w1 th tbia aatter. •.Aa4':now Jmow, all 1n-> ln 8¥ lutt. 

that I ua not conoerned in thia matters that •••D it the people 

should find a alain Chrietian in the city or 1D th• field I wouJ.4 

not sq U7th1ng aga1nat the J'en on account of tbia. Therefore be 

not concerned about thia thing. •or the prea._t we are not able to 

go there.•ADd now - ..,- God be pr'1••d - the king made apublic notice 

t o be eent in all hi• land to allow the Jen peace and reat and that 

they should treat reapectt'ull.7 all the praminent one• among the Jewa 

and protect tor all Israel their bod.ie• and their wealth, aore than 

bae been done until now, and eTen aore than what we wrote to 7ou. 

Prat ee and thank the great King. 

Tbepublication ( public notice) I explained to the teacher 

Rabbi Yom To• in order that he would reTeal it to our bol7 teacher, 

(Rabbi Tam) in true writing, to thank the Rock of our help, becauae 

He inclined the heart of the king toward ua. :For when he heard of thia 

eTil thing, be waa appalled i or a while (Da.n.4116) and he aaid to the 

queens · ~oday your brother ha. touched and broken my crown. •or we 

haTe been forewarned by our holy onea to_ protect their (the Jew•a) 

bodiea and their wealth like the :Yery apple ot our eye. And that 11h1oh 

he did seemed eTil in hie own eyea aa he showed eTerybody. And when 

the princes asked himwhether they aboul4 do likewiae to their 

enemies, be answered& •tt ia not right to do aoa on the contrarJt 
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m:y apiri t ia lnollued ton.rel th• to honor thm trice u mllOh a.a at 

the beginning. He iaaue4 (••al) hi• proml-tlon ln all hi• luact to 

the iaportat aen to protect the .Ten, their bo41•• act \heir waltb 

like th• pupil ot their e7e. Yeater~ I o ... to tbe Blllhop ot Sena 

to aek to free the priaoner• traa the priaon, who were under ht• 

brother, the wiokect ruler, anct the coDTerte4 on••• tbe children at 

the pi cnia. 7or I brl becl the ruler w1 th one hma4re4 a.net twentJ 1,crara, 

and a hlm4l"•4 lad.tlra, al.reaq I baTe g1Yen him avetiea. A.Del he ••al.ad 

the order t o free them tr ca the pri eon ( toge th er •1th) the lad.a wbo 

were oonTerted. A.Del he euggeated to them that if they wanted to return 

to God then the7 might return openl.7 (cleliber~tely). And all 

prieonera wnt out from under the band ot the wiclcect, in their clothe• 

only, and nothing more; 7or he kept eTeeytbing that belonge4 to tbea, 

their claiaa anct their wealth. And he gaTe hi• aplJrOY&l to eTerythlng 

good that we were able to mention that they ahould not accuae Ierael 

anymore regarcling aoaething which neTer happened. All these things 

haa God done tor ua. And concerning the in1criptiona of th ... eynagogue 

they baYe epoken liee and tal.aehooct, but the thing wae n,)t 80, howeTer, 

it ia true that the ruler eaid to JOaeph the prieeta •1 haYe beard 

that the Je1r8 are cureing me.• And the priest an .. erel an4 aaida 

91'1 Lorct, do not belleTe •bat could not came to the mind or uy man. 

conte111>late •o do euch a thh1gt Do not belieTe tt, our Lord.• 

And hie anger wae appeaaed. 1la.y our Creator protect ua tram the hand 

ot the oppreeaor and tram the hand ot all our enemies. )(q He lead 
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out to the light. ~en. Kay God 4o so! 

And thia is what our brother• from Parie wrote. We do not 

have their writinga, for they wer e sent to another place. I write the 

things therefore trca memory. When the king came from J'landera, the 



-;: am.in~t JDC or }tar.la -4 other ;lacu weat ~ to meet IWI. ~ 

t old tbt Ml"'hDta ~the ~ OIM U.7 41eai~ Ha~ to Ula Zlm&· 

J.Di; they -re• t~ -C~ ta:• a.a tM Jci1t€ m Unm8 Ile greet.I 

~first. aD6 UleJ" retQ'ae4 t.be er-till&•• nJolc.l ~. !hq 

ss.i .a t ai b!Jli; •cu- Lcir4. D.llg w desire 1to speak secretq. • Bat he aald: 

•1 ..-:.ll =o~ •}leak to 7• 1D secret; mt Jlll}ali cl:f. I declare t.tat 

::.e:o·O&lc hY si.m:De4 1D bis ll!e, U'J4 ia •eQ btoleraltle (~) iD 

~ ~:es. ~ 1 ~e.U' - a!'ni4 a.r hi.a. MG. I do r:iot ~ll«Te it 4C 

~!:.£.n.i. that they ner kille-4 a t:bri•ti•; aei ther in P-.a l&arae, a.tell 

~ .: :--~ t- ~ => tn;~ ~E tea.4) , VJd f oT 'U.~ tTee4,. of the c-..~ _.., 

~t :em;r tbe nJ.er. brot.ber ,i Uae wicked -. {?heolleJ.4) Atten4 to 

apeu Ul4 aa141 ._ 4o not fh~ i~ tb~ !roro.l;. o!' t~ : e'ff that it ia 
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men have accepted upon ou:raelYea a taat on llonda;ya and Thurs~• Ull\11 

the appointed da;y. And •o they fixed it in the whole land ot 

Lothringia. Perhaps the Creator (Rook) may hear ¥Our Yoioea, and do 

wi th ua according to all ot h11 wonders, to make known to all that 

He is doing thia becauae ot the blood ot the pioua onea. Eraae thia 

ward trom my writing, lest it be seen by the conYerted and aurrenclered 

ones. }lay the Rock of Israel bring them good tiding• and peaceful 

•orda. Love righteouaneaa, hat e eYil , chooae the truth, abandon 

conspiracy, make the tongue upright, cleaYe to •ood taste and let 

anger depart. 
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REPORT OF At- AllOHYllOUS WRITXR OF KAYElic:A 

I will begin the atory or the earlier peraecutiona. V8')' 

J Jd ~roteot ua and all Iarael tram the band ot persecutions. 

cy\ ~n the year 1028 after the destruction of the Tem~le that 

this evil c_. upon Israel. The princea and. govemora and the people 

of t he land.. wh~ were in the land ot France rose up first, took 

counsel and planned to go up.-ra1se4 tbeaaelvea up like an eagle -

and to Cight and to make a road to go to :r eruaalem. the hol.7 oi ty, 

and to come to the sepulchre of the crucified one, that trampled 

carcass that cannot help nor deliver for he ia vanity. And they said, 

Jne to the other1 •Behold we are going to a d.iatant land. We are 

bolng to wage war with the lcinga of the land. Ye pledge our livea 

( our liYe• are in our hando) t:;.:~~ to deatroy all the k1ngd•• ., ,. , ...... 
lihich do not believe in 1•81&85 the Sewa who killed and 

cruci fi ed him.• Alld on every side and in every corner, they spoke 

evi l l y S6ainet ua and took c ounsel and declared: "Either they turn 

t~ our abhorred abomination, or elae we will destroy them. child a.a 

~ell &a suckling. Arid they, the prinoea a.a well aa the people of the 

la~d ; laced an eTll symbol. a eroaa, u~on their garment•• and helmet• 

~:Jn t~eir :~ eads. Azld when the C<m"'NDitiee in the land Of PJ"&nC8 he&r4 

t~a:, t.s .. bling. sha.ki?l6• and fear seized thea.(and they reaorted to) 
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the 1'81'• of their fathera. Tha7 wrote letter• and aent .. •aena•r• 
to all the c,_apittea which were round about the r1Ter Bb.lne, to 

rut and av.tter &ftlicttcm, and to •••k ••07 for "1• fr• Hill 

no dnll• on High, to deliTer th• fl'am their hand. And when the 

letter reached the hol.T one• in the land - thepere .. not God, 

Pillars of the world in ~ence - the7 wrote and an .. ered to the 

land of l'rance. And tl:ria was 1 t written in thuu •All the c~uni tiee 

haTe decreed a fut and .. baTe macle oars. Ka7 God eaTe ua and 

deliTer 7ou fr• eTe17 alatortune and cUatr•••• for beoaaae of 7w, 

we tear a great fear. But ae for ua we need not fear ao 1111ob; nen 

a rumor we did not hear, nor did we ~eal.1•• that the decree that •aa 

issued egainat ua, that the aword ... approaching to de~riTe ua of 

our Tery 11Tea. 

When the Cruaadera began to acme into thia land, tbe7 

demanded aone7 to bu7 bread, and we gaTe it to th.. becauae we 

applied to ouraelTea1 •S•rY• th• king ot Babylon and liTe• (ler.27&1?). 

But all thie did not help ua, for our ains conaumed ua. Yor the city 

dwellers in eTery cit7 Wherein the Cruaadera came attacked ua, for they 

alao were allied with them to deatroy the Tine and the root on the 

entire way to Jeruaal•. And when the Crusaders came, band after band, 

like the •l'm.Y of Sennaob.a.rib, scmie of the princes who were in thi• 

king dom eaida •Wiiy are •• sitting thua' Let ua aleo go with th• tor 

whosoeTer goea on this Cr~aade and embark• on the •91' to go up to 

the defiled sepulchre of Jeeu•, he will be qualified and inTited to 

paradise (hell). And the Cruaadere gathered together trca e Tery district 

until they were aa maerouaa the aand Which ia upon the ahore of the 

sea ; eTen princes and COlllDOD people. They spread a l'UllOr of liberation, 
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t.hat for eTe%70De who would kill a 1ew, all bi• aina would be 

forgiTen.• And there wu a goTernor by tbe n- ot Ditmar, who 

aaid that he would. neTer leaTe _tbia kingd• u.nt11 be killed a 3ews 

only then would. he go on hinQ'. When the hol.7 c• •n1 t)' ot Kqence 

heard thia, they decreed a faat, and they ferTentl7 cried to God. 

Ni ;bt and cl., they aade a fa.at and afflicted the11111elTee, and recited 

ciirgee, morning and eTen1ng, young and old. And ri th all this, our 

God did not w1 th4raw the heat of bi• anger tr• off of ua. J'or the 

crusader• caae from before our houeee with their oroaaee and tlaga. 

And wheneTer they aaw one of ua they would run after him and pierce 

him with a apear, until we were afraid to step, eTen upon our oWD 

threshhold. 

On the eighth day of the month of Iyar on Saturd~ 

tthe D1T1ne attribute of) justice began to become upon ua. The 

~rusaders and the city dweller• aroee first against the holy men, 

the pious of the Al.mighty, in Speyer, and planned against them to 

seize them together in the syn8€ogue. But it was reported to them, 

and th~y (therefore) arose early in the morning on Saturday, pr~ed 

3~e t. dily and went out of the synag ogue. Vlhen they (the enemiee) aaw 

that their plan to seize t hem together was not fulfilled they arose 

2.bainst t h em and killed eleven of them. For !rmn there originated 

the decree to fulfill the Biblical verse: "Alld begin at my 

sanctuary• (Azek.9,6). When the Hiebop John beard it, be cam' with 

a ~reat army and protected the COl!ml\lnity with all his heart. He made 

t hem enter his rooms and be deliveree from tbtir (enemies') hands. 

r.e took some of the city dwellers and cut of! their bands, for he was 

a ~ious man among the people and therefore God had applied the merit 

of t he f a thers) and d~liverance through hie hand. And there stood 
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there in the breach, the leader Rabbi Voaea bar Yekutiel, wbo 

had risked hie lite tor them, 8l1d through whoee intluelloe tbe oon•erted 

ones who were left here and there in the kingdom of Hen17 (were 

allowed) to ret.um ( to their tai th). And through the king the Bi ahop 

John cauaeQ the reat ot the coDmUD1t1 in Speyer to flee to hia 

fortified cities - tor God turned to them!or the aake ot BJ.a Great 

•ame - and the 31ahop conceal.eel thea there W'lt11 the eoemiea ot God 

had gone &Y&:'J• And they remained there in tasting , ln weeping and 

mourning, and mutilated their liTea exceeoinglf • For eTery 4~, the 

; r usaclere and the people and Inco - ~ hi• bones be ground to 

pi ~cea - and the coanon people gathered together againat them to 

seize them and destroy them But tbrought the influence of) Rabbi 

llosea the leader, the Biaho ~ John aaTed them; tor God etlfilled hie 

heart to let them 11Te without bribe. For it waa from God,through Hi~, 

to give ua a name, a remnant and a sunivor., _ ,~ 

And when the eTil report came- to ~. that a part of 

the communS ty in Speyer were killed they cried ou.t to .Goel and we~t 

a great~4 bitter weeping. for the7 realised tha t the decr~e waa eent 

from lieaTee;a.nd there was no place to flee, neither torwarda nor 

backli'arda. And the fonmrunit7 eeparsted ita~ lt into two groups. One 

er'u~ !led to t?i.e Btar.op in hia ca.atleea and t he other group remained 

i n thei r houses, !Jr the city dwellers had ~r~eed them protection with 

!"alae a.nd decei tfUl word.a. For like reedethey crushed them, to do 

evii ai;d no t ; ood. ~or t!':e7 were allied with the Crusader• to destroy 

)~r !19.Ce and our reM!Hmt. A..Y!d they eaid to ua •1 tb Ta.in, t&.l.ee, 

C)DE~l~ti~n: ~ n ot tear tt~ ~~r whoaeeTer ahall kill one or 7ou, 

'.':is l i!e •~all be taken f~r 7our lite.• 3ut tte7 tid not €iT~ them 

a ;:s..:~ .-! :~e~ t~ ~lee, tor t he COJllDl:nit7 had de~~ei tet all it• ~one7 
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in their han4•1 therefore they hancle4 th• OTer (to the eaealea). 

Oa the tentb day of Iyar on sundq, the7 4eT1••4 a OUDDiq 

plan againat the. 'l'he7 took a trampled corpae, whiah had been burle4 

thirty days prior to that time, and carried it into the •14at of the 

city and aaicta •see what the Jewa haTe clone to our fellow au. The7 

ha•e taken a Chrl•tian and baTe boiled in water and hue poured the 

water into our well• la order to kill ua. And when the Oruaader• and 

city d.wellen beard tbi• they cried out and gathered together, 

Everyone capable of 'bearing anaa, from the oldest to the 7oungeet 

and saida •Behold, the time and the oocuion hu ooae to aTenge h1Jll 

•ho was killed oa the oroaa, wham their fathers killed! Eow let not 

a f~gltlTe nor a aurTiTor of them escape, not eTen a child or 

suckling in the cradle. And they cuae and emote tho1e who reaained 

in their houaee. hanctaome young men, prett7 ud beautiful maid.ens, 

old men, all atretched out their necke; eTen emancipated male ••fTanta 

and mal& ••rTanta were •lain with them for the sanctifioatioa of the 

Awe-Ineplr1ng Bame, the exalted of the UniTeree, Ruler of HeaTen and 

.Earth, wbo waa and ahall be, the Lord of Hoate is Ille •am•, 84 who 

was crowned by Hia lawa with seTenty two naaea. He created the Torah 

nine hun4red and aeTsnty tour generation• before the world ~aa created, 

(and reTealed it) twent7 aix generation• atter creation to Ko•e•• the 

father of the prophets, through 1fboae hand Be gaTe the holy 1'orah. 

And •oses came and wrote in 1 ta •Thou haat &Touched the Lord, thie de..; 

to be Thy God, etc.• (Deut.26tl7). For Him and for Hi• Torah, they 

were killed like oxen, and dragged through the market places and 

etree ~s to the slaughter. They lle nakeds tor they atrlpped an4 left 

them naked. And when those who were lett, eaw their brother• and the 
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vi r tuous danghters o! Israel (lying) naked, the7 then 111laitte4 to 

th<;.m under great force; !or the Crusader• aaid to them that thq 

.would not leaTe a ~it1Te nor a aurTiTor aa .ng th.em. Saae at thea 

aaid: • Let us d.o their will now that we mq go and burJ' our brethraa 

and deliTer our children tram their handa.• J'or they (the enemiaa) 

seized the few remaining childre sqing& "Perhaps these will be 

eonfirmed in otir beliefs'• But they {J ews) howeTer, did not turn 

awa:J f rom their Creator and did not incline their he.a.rte to 1 eaua 

but held ta1t to the exalted God. And also the reat of' the CCl!Wll1~ity 

who wer e left in the rooma ot the Bishop sent clothea to clothe the 

slain ones through the ha.Deis of those who were deliTered. For 

charitable ODea and the heads ot the comzm~ i ty were lett there: f or 

tte -.ority of the COdlillWlity had escaped there the first time. And 

~hey s ent worda ot con11olation to the converted ones aqi:ngi •Fear 

not and take not to heart t hat which y ou haTe done, for u 1oon as 

the Soly One, praiaed be Re, deliTera ua tram the hand of our 

enemies ri will then be (uni ted)wi th you, in death or in lite. Verily 

do not turn a.aide from !allowing God.• 

And on the twenty !ifth of Iya.r, the Crusaders and the 

ci t7 dwellers said: •3 eholci thos e who a.re le!t in the court of 

tt.e 31sho~ and ill his rooma, eTen agains t them will •e take reTecge.• 

.~d they gathered t ogether from all the Tillages round about , the 

~rusa.dera and city dwellera t ogether with t hem, and beaeiged them 

s.nd f J~ht against them • .&Dd there was a Tery g reat battle, one 

86~ins t th e other, until they ea~tured the roam.a in which were the 

~hildren ~f t he Ea l y Covenant. And wb.Gn t he y saw the battl e before 

?.lld beh i nd them they jus tifi e d the decree of the King of Ki !16 of Ki?Sg• 
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.. 
and Hie Judgment, and put their trust in their Creator, and ottered 

sacrifices of righteousness. They took their children and alaught•red 

them with willinghearta, tor the unity of the Honored and Awe-Inapiring 

Name. For there the prominent men of the co1111t1ntty were •lain. And th.ere 

was a young man by the name of lleabuJ.am bar Ieaac, who culed in a 

loud Yoice to all who were standing tbere and to hie moat beloTed 

wife Zipporahs •Hearken to me, young and old, God has given me this 

s ,n, for Zipporah b lre him in her old age, and hie name waa Isaac. 

Now I will sacrifice him aa Abraham our father did to his eon, 

Isa.ao." And Zip;>orah answered hims llJly Lord, ll;y Lord, wait yet a 

little while . Do not a tretch t orth your hand upon the land whom I 

haTe reared, and raised .and born in my old age. Kill me f1rat that I 

may not see the death of the boy." And he answered and saids "1 will 

not del~ eTen a minute. Let 11111'1 who gaTe h im to ua take him for Hie 

~ortion, and cause him to rest in the lap of Abraham, our f ather.• 

And he_bo~od~•aae~hia eon and took the knife in his hand to al~ 

his son. And he made the bleesin~ ~~ t he slaughter . And the lad 

answered& "Amen.• And he slaugh tered the boy. He took hi s sorrowful 

wi f e and ·.he two of them went out of the room and the Crusaders 

ki lled them. Art jb""" catr~d forth, O God on account of this' But 

wi t h all this, the heat of Hie gre a t anger did not depart frcmi us. 

And t here was a young man by the name of I s aac 
bar Daniel, All~ t hey 

asked him · •no s aying s you v:i sh to exchang e your God for a despised 

i dol ?" Re said: "Far be it f rom me t o i gnore Jf1m . In Him I t rust 

ur. ti l I shall sur render my soul· until !Um:• And they put a ro»e 

~round his neck ?.nd dragged him through a ll th e city , in the mir e 

of the s t r eet s , as far aa the boa•e of 4ebauohe17,(thetr charola). 
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AD4 ht• aoa1 wu at111 b0\1114 to Ida ·~ lite. Aa4 Uaa7 •al4 

to hUll "f o• an a\lll able to am 7cnaraelf. Do 7• wiah to o!aalllef 

incl he 1n41oatecl rith bia tins•r -tor he wu not able to bring 

forth a V4ord from his mouth hca.uae he was nearly atrangle4 - u 

if t ' say' •cut off my head.• And they cut off hie neck. And in 

3<i d ti on there was another you ng man by the name of' Rabbi Simcha, 

t te priest, son of the teacher Isaac the priest. And they sought to 

defile bin: in their putrid water. And th~y said to him: •see, all 

of them are killed already and are lyin3 naked.• .And the youn{; men 

c.ns~ered them in his witdam: • I v.-ill fulfill all your desires. Only 

l ead me ~1th you t a the Bisho~.· Anc they took and led hi~ into the 

:-Jom of the :Bishop . And the ne~he• of the :Bishop was there with them. 

7::ey began to~reach (read) to him in the na.T?le of Jesus and left him 

in the room of th.e Bishop. And the you~~& man took out his knife 

and gnashed his teeth against the prince , related to the Bi shop, just 

a~ a young l ion does wt.en he howls over his prey . And he ~assed 

j~dbment upon him and stabbted the knife ~r.to hie belly ao that he 

f cll and died. And he turned from there and h~ stabbed t he two others 

ur. ti l the knife broke in his hand. All fled ,thither and t hither. 

3ut ~hen they saw tha t the knife was broken, they r.en t u~ at:;ainst 

ti!': and killed him. There died the yoWlg ms.n who sanctified the J;ame. 

And he did what the rest of the CO?l£regation did not do, in that 

he killed three of the uncircumcized with his knife. And the rest 

~urrendered their lives and fasted all day, before which act men 

~r ief for t heir children and their friends until thei r ttreng th was 

cx!:.aus te d for they were not able to fi ght against t hem ~t they said: 

••: t i s t he decree of the k ing. Let ua fall by the hand ot God in 

,rcer that we ma;{ C Jme and see the grea t light.• !'here they all tell 
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for the unity ot the Name. l'here waa also there a prominent wcaan 

by the;: name of lllnna. who hid herself in a houae und.er the grou:rid, 

outside of the city. And al1 of the men of tbe city gathered togetbsr 

96ainat her and said to hera •Behold you are a Tirtuoua wcmant Eno• 
. 

and eee that God doea no longer desire to aaTe 7ou5 that they are 

lYiDb naked on the top of all the street• Bild that there Je no one 

to bury them. Let yourself be cotrrerted (defiled).• And they tell 

unto the ground before her, tor they did not want to kill her becauae 

h~r name waa so widely aprea4, since all the great men ot the city 

and the prinoea ot the land frequented her campalQ'. And ehe answered 

and said 1 ·~ar be it from me to ignore the exalted God. Por Ria sake 

and for the sake ot His holy Torah, elay me, tarry no longer:•There 

t he praised one wae killed in the gatea. All ot them were killed 

bec ause they sanctified the Heme with a perfect heart and a 

•illing soul. And they slaughtered one another, all aa onea youths, 

maidens, old men, aild old women, eTen the children slaughtered 

themaelTee for the sancti f ication or the •ame.And they whose namea 

v1e re mentioned did thiaJ but ho• much the more did the reet do wboee 

names were not mentioned. They did •hat no man eTer ea•. or them and 

their like it waa said' •From men by Thy band O Lord, Prom men of 

the world whoae portion ie in this life• (Pa.17:14). Their portion 

no one has eeen, except God alone; Ile will do 1 t for those who wait 

for him. And they all tell by the hand of God. He brought them there 

to their resting Place, to the great light of the Garden ot Lden. 

~ehold their souls are tied in the bundle ot life with the Lord God 

who created them eTen to eternity. 
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And when tbe holy men, the pioua onea or the Alaisht~. 

the holy c• unity in Kqence, ~ard that a part of the c~Di t7 
tp,r• 

of Speyer and the cOJ111Wnity ot G saa were killed a aeoond time, 

their spirit weakened and their heart melted and turned to water. And 

they cried to God and ea14a •Thou o &o4, Lord of Israel, do you 

want to make an and ot the remnant of Ierael? Where are all Tey 

wonder• which our tatbers told ue eqinga 'Did you not bring ue 

out of Eapt, 0 Lord!' And now you break away to deliTer ue into 

the hands ot tbe nattona to destroy ua:• And all the chiefs ot 

Israel, of tbe congregation gathered together 8l'ld came to the Bishop 

and hie prince• and hia aerTante and aaid to them& •'fhat •hall we do 

regarding the rumor we heard about our brethren in Speyer and 

G~za, that they were killed! • And they anSYeret thema•Listen 

to our adTice. Bring all your money to our treasury and to the 

t reasury of the Biahop, and you and your wiTes and your children 

and all that belongs to you, come into the court ot the Bishop. Then 

you will be able to escape from the hand of the Crusaders. But they 

invented this adTice in order to del1Ter us over {to the e•emies), 

and to g ather us together to capture us like fiah which are caught 

in an eTil net. Alld the Bishop had gathered togetber bia princes 

and his ser't'anta, great princes, noblemen and prominent men. ln 

order to help us and deliTer ue from the Crusaders; tor at tirat 

hie will was to deliTer ua. bu t ln the end he chBJ'lged for tbe worse. 

One d~ a Christian 't.oman came and brought a goose with 

her which she had raieed from a fledgling. The gooee would go 

every pl&ee the woman would go. And ebe would say to eTery pueerb/ I 

~see, thia goose baa understanding. When I B&J that 1 am going on 

the c rusade, it alao wants to go with me Then the Crusader• and 
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the city dweller• gathered together againat ue and aa14 to u11 

•Where ia your 41Yine proaieeT Row ~11 you ~ able to 1&Te 1ou.ra­

eelYeeT Look, Se1ua will do th~ae wonder• for t~.• .And the7 all 

came •1th nor4a and wt th apeare to deatro7 uae But a few ot the 

city dweller• and would not let thea. In that maaent they arose with 

one heart and elew round about the r1Yer Rhine µntil they lcilled one 

of the Cruaaden. Alld they aaicl: •All. thia the J'ewa haYe brought 

about.• Except tor a few, they all were a.saemble4. When the holy 

men aaw all theae thinga, their heart• melted, ancl they saids .You 

are cruel to pre•ail and oYertake ue. • And when they heard their 

words, they exclaimed, from tbe oldeet to the youngest of them: 

•nould that we abould die by the hand of God and by the hand of 

the enemies of God, becauae He is a merciful King, the Cnly One 

in the universe.• They left their housee desolate and did not come 

to the eyna.gogue except on the Sabbath ~hicb ~as the last Sabba th 

b~ f , r e our persecution. ~or a few men en tered there to pray; Rabbi 

Judah bar I saa c also entered there to }r ay on that Sabba t h. They 

we;t a great weeping unti l their soul r.~nt out , for they realized 

tr.at it ~as t he decree o~ t he Y..ing of the Y..ing of Y...inge. i..Dd there 

was ~ di s ti nguished scholar, aabbi Baruch bar Isaac, ~ho said to usa 

"i::n :>"s, ~ f or t r uth and cer t a inty, the t the decr ee was ordered 

U)on u s and t>e e.r~ unabl e t o e sc '1.~e i t , f~r tha t night my fa~her-

in-law Ju ~a.ll an~ I bt:ar d the souls r.ho r.ere p r a.yine in a l oud voice, 

l iL.1?: cryi nE; . And v.hen r.e heard the 'foice, v:e thou;r t the.t l)t: rha4>& 

~few )f t he communitJ bad returned from the court of t r.e Eishop 

t ) ~ra;y i n the syn~ogue at mi dni ght, becau.se of their tro~ble and 

bi t:c rness of heart. ~e r an t o t he door of the synagog~e but it was 

l .1 cked. ~':c hear d the • oice, but we OOti,ld not underatand any ot it. 



Trembling, we returned to the hou•e; tor the hou•e waa. near the 

synagogue.And when we heard these thing•• we proatrated ouraelTea 

and said: • Wilt Thou 0 Lord God make an end or the rumant of 

Israel?• They went and told their experience• to our brethren who 

were in the court ot the n.tke and in the court ot the l31ahop. eel 

they also cried with great weeping. »i: I ... ~ 
f,4-~~D 

And on the new moon of SiTan, nco the wicked, - mq hie 

bones be ground to piece• in iron threshing sled.a - came with a 

mighty arm¥, wt thcrueactere and. ccmmon people, an cl( encmQed) ou taicle 

ihe city, f or he also eaida •1 desire to go on the Cruaa4ee.•And 

he was hea4 of all our oppressors. Upon the aged an~ the youth& 

and u;>on Tirgine and upon children and sucklings and the &ick, 

he had no oompaaaion. He treated the people of God a& duat. Koat 

Jf the youths he killed with a sword and the pregnant women he 

rip~ed open. They encamped outside of the city for two days. And 

the heade of the communities said: •Let us send him a~ and place 

our lettere in hie hand, in order that the cODllluniti - 11 upon bis tra.y 

v:ill shcnv him respect. Perha?e God t :111 show Ria great mercy. 

" li'or before tbi•, they th~away their money, 1~ giTing 

it to the Eiahop ud the DWce and hie princes and hi• aerTanta and 

~he clity dwellera; about tour hundred marka of ail•er, in order that 

they might help them. But 1 t waa of no &Tail. We were not eTen 

regarded a• like Sodom and Gemorrab, for aa ma.ny aa ten were 

re~uired to aaTe them, but to •&Te ua, neither twent7 nor ten were 

sufficient. 

And on the third day or the month o! SiT&Dt on that d&iY• 

When Yoees aaida •Be ready on the third day• (Bx.19115); on that 

sa...~e day, the crown of Israel f ell; the teacher• or the Torah fella 

I 
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the scholar• cUed; the gloey or the Torah t•lll the aplendour d 

Israel waa caat f'raa Rea.Yen to ~arthJ those who teared aln and 

t uailit7 ceased; !'!en of £)ractical piet7 and gloey, of wiedaa and 

?urity ceased to e.xiat; and those no had amml.lecl the wicked 

ci- crees !Uld the aziger or the De .. or ceased. Tho•• who ga•e charit; 

i n secret were diminished. ~rutb 'S&a rejected; preacher• died; and. 

respected aen ~ell; aie arrogant 1ncreue4. Toe to them! tor tram 

~he c.a:s ot the deatructi on ot the second Temple, there. hae not 

arisen aey like unto them, and after t h e there shall be none like 

t l:u, for they aanctitied the ~ame 1li th a ll t~eir t:eart • 1li th all 

t~eir soul, and Yi th all their might. Ea~?Y are they! J..Dd a t t:oon., 

I~c~ the •icked, - ~ hie bones b~ ground to pieces - came with 

all tis &r"!!q • And the City cbrellera Oi)ened the gate for him. And the 

.:;nemiea O'f G:>d said ane to an~ther1 •see, the gate opened by 1 tseljr? 

.U.l t h is J esus ia doing ~or us in order tha t we should aTenge his 

~lood u;on the J ews. And they c mne Tith th~ir banners to the &ate 

Jf the 31sbop - in .tiich were t~~ Children of t he F.ol y CoTenant -

a great boat aa num~ roua a.a the s an~ which ia U£> OD the shore of tht! 

see . And •hen the ~ol; Onee, tho se who t ear the • oat F.igh saw tbe 

great ~tittAde, they put their trust in and cleaYed t:> their ~reat:or. 

':'hen they put on armour and g irded themaelvee with weapons of war, 

old and y~ur:g . And Rabbi Kolonym~us bar Yeabulam ~as at their head. 

A!ld the: e ~as a ~ioua man, one ot the grea t ones of his generation, 

? sc~enu Uena!llaem eon of ?.abb:uia ~abbi David the ~evite, who said& 

~-~l the congregati on sanctity the Ro~ored and Ame-l ns?iring Name Tith 

Jerfect heart." And the;1 all a.runreredi •All of you, do "S"hat the sona 

) f Jac~b, our f ather did when he sought to reveal t he end for them, 

anc wt.en the Schechinah had de~arted from him, saying& '-e s t there b e 



round in ae a blemish, like in Abraham, my grancltather or in I•aao• 

my tathera and like our fathers answered and said when the7 reoe1Te4 

the Torah at this time on Vt.Sinai• 'We will do and listen•• And be 

cried in a loud Toice1 •Hear O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord ta 

One. And they all drew near to the gate to tight with the Cru•ader• 

and the oity dwellers. And they fought against each other into the 

midst of the gate . But their sine consumed thea and the enemiea 

preTailed oTer .tbem and captured the gate. ETen the men of the 

bi~hop who proaised to hel~,-,:o,fled first in order to deliTer 

t hem oTer into the. hand ot the enemies; eTen they were crushed like 

r eeds. A.nd the enemies came into the midst oft he court and found 

Rabbi Isaac bar Jloeee and killed and destroyed them with a blow 

of the sword. Only f ifty three persona fled with Rabbi i:olony:· .oua 

to the rooms of the Bishop. The/ went into a long room, which. is 

called a l ecretariwn, and remained there . And the enemie - entered 

the court on the third of S1Tan, on Tuesday , •a day of darkness 

IP!d gl oominess, a day of clouds and thi ck darkness" ( Ze :>h.1&15). 

"Let dar kness and the shadow of deat h c l ai m i t f or t heir own•( Job 3 : 5 )1 

"Let not God i nqui re ~fter it f r om above , neither let the light 

shi ne u~on it " (Job3:4). sun and moon: ':'!by di d you not dar ken your 

lightT And ye star s whi ch a r e compared witn I s r ael and t he twelTe 

signs of t~e Zodiac and the number ~ tribes ot Ierael, the eoDa 

ot J acob, wl17 414 you not conceal your light tram shining upon 

the enemiea who planned to d. es troy the name of I erael 1 Inquire 

and see i f t here r.ae ever, since the daya of the f irst man, such a 

mul titudi nous sacrifice as this? When th~ Ohildren of ~he Holy 

]1venant saw t hat thedecree was fulfilled, and tha t the enemies 



- 94-

conquered t hem, they all cried, youths, end elders, YirE; iLs and 

=aidens, a.nd boys,9111 serYants and maid eerYants; weeping for 

~hem and for their lives. And they se.idi •Let ue bear the yoke 

Jf the holy !ee.r. Only for the ti~e being will the enemy kill us 

and only by means of the eaaiest of the fourtypee of death,by 

the eTord. ~e shall be alive, but our souls will be established in 

; arad.ise, in the great lucid s peculum f ~reTer and ever. • Aile they all 

said iii t h a good heart and a willing s~iri ti "A!ter a l l one ahou1d 

not criticize the ways of the Roly One, ,Praised be He, and blesaeci 

ne ?'1& li&I!le who gave us his Torah and the command to let ourselTea 

be ~illed · a.Dd slain for t he unity of lii e holy ~a.me. P-~~y shall 

-;:e be if ~e do His ,. ill. 5.a;~y i a he who is killed and. als.ughtered 

an~ who dies for the w•ity of His l ame . It is not enough tbf t he 

r.- ll merit to come in the future world, and tit in the group or 

th~ ri6hteous, the pillars of the world, but a world of darkness 

will be changed into a world of li~t and a world of trouble into 

a ~orld of joy, anQ an ephemeral world into a permanent •orld tor 

e'V~r and eYer. •And they all cried v;i t h a loud voice a.e one: "After 

al l we c annot delay , for t he enemies ~ill come upon us speedily. ~et 

ua aacrif ice ourselves before Our Father in heaYen. ~et every one 

~ho has a knife cone and slaughter us f or the sanctification of tbe 

~:r.ified E t ernal ._ame. Ana after that l et him stab himaelt with hi& 

sr.crd in the throat or stomach or slaughter hi~•elt.• And the1 all 

arose, men and women and slaughtered one aD:>ther. And maidena and 

~ri des and grooms l ooked out of the ~indows and cried out in a loud 

V)ice & •Look and see our God, what we are doing for the aanctitication 

Jf 1'hl &reat t ame in not changing Thy DiTinity for a banged, 

=rucified, de•estable, abominable in his being, bastard, son ot 

uncleanliness, son of carnality." And they all were slaughtered. 
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And the blood or the slaughtering flowed OTer the ro'Gllle, in which 

were the Sona or the hol¥ CoTenant. And they were lying in ron, 

slaughtered, auoklinga, with hoary old men, atruggling (choking) 

in their throats aa do aheep that are slaughtered. Wilt Thou be 

earri~ Mth on acoount of thie o Lord eto. ATenge the bl.ood ot 

thy ee"anta 'Mhich waa •Pilled. See whether thia can be ocmparecl to 

olden t1mea1 Por they were preaaing one against the other aayinga 

"I will be the flrat to sanctify the ••• ot the Kine ot the King 

of Kings.• And eTen the innocent .•omen tbrew aoney outside in order 

to delay th• (the enemiea) a little until they could slaughter tl:e - r 

children. ETen the banda of tender hearted wcaen atraneled their 

children in order to do the will of their Cr••tor, and then ehowec 

the faces ot their tender children to the Christiane. 

And when the enemies oame into the roams and broke down 

the doora, they round them still writhing and wallowing in their 

blood. They took aw~ their money, stripped them naked, B1Dote the 

remaining ones, not leaving a remnant, nor a survivor. And thua 

they did to all the rooms in which there were Children of Israel of 

The Holy Covenant w1 th the exception of one roca which waa too strong. 

And the enemie• !ought against it UDtil eTeDing. And •hen the Holy 

Ones saw that the enemies were atronger · than they the •n and wcaen 

arose and slaughtered their children and a~terwarda slaughtered 

each other. One fell u~on his sword and died and another killed 

kiaaelf w1 th hie sword or knife. Keanwhile the pious woaen would 

throw stone& at the enemies throughthe windows and the enemies would 

throw atones back at them And the stones hit them eo much that their 

bodies and their faces were out to pieoea. Then they reviled and 

blasphemed the Crusaders in the name of Jesua. t he profaned and 
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abominable one• the aon ot harlotry ( a8¥1ng) a •In wbcm do 7ou 

~ut your truatT In a trampled upon o .. pae?• The Cruaa4era then 

drew Digb to break the door and there wa• a prominent wcman by 

the .._. of Raobel tbe el4e•t daughter of Rabbi I•aac bar .Uh8r, 

who e&id to her trienda • I h&Te tour children. Do not eTen apare 

them, leat theee unc1roumcize4 emu and aeize th.ea ali••• and they 

be confil'Md in their abcaination. RTen Ut>on thea sanctity the .... 

ot the Holy One. • And one of her friends came1 and took the 

knife. But when ahe saw the knife she let out a great an4 bitter 

cry and beat hereelt upon her face and cried, a1~inca -where ia 

1'by mercy 0 God!• (Pe.89150 ) AJ1d she took Isaac her youngeat aon, 

!or he waa -rer7 good looking , and she slew him. And she apread 

out her two hands between the two brother• and uaid to her friends 

•By thy life, do not slay Isaac before Aaron.• J~d ~hen the boy 

Aaron •aw hia brother being killed he cried outr. "11.Y mother, my 

mother, slay me not! And he ran a.way and hid under a cheat. And she 

to~k her two daughtera, Belle a nd llatrona, :-nd nacrit'iced them to 

God, Lord of Hosts, who commanded ua not to change U.,f pure fear. 

but to become whole-hearted wi th Kim. After the pious woaan had 

finished sacri f i cing her t h ree children before <>Ur Creator, ahe 

raised her Yoice and called to her eon Aaron: •Aaron, where are 

yJu? I canno t eTen spare you, nor haTe mercy u~c:>D yoa. • She ¥Ulled 

him by t he foot !rom under t he chest, where he l:iad h idden, and 

5acri f i ced him before t h e h i gh and exalted Goc1. Ther. she put them 

in her two sleeTes. two on ea.ch side, near h '" r 1body, while they 

.,.~re s t i l l strugg ling c onTUlai vely beside her uiotil the Cruaadera 

s~ : zec the r oom and found her aittine and lamenting over them. 
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And they said to her: •show us the money which 7ou haTe in your 

slenee.• But When they eaw the slain children, they beat her and 

killed h1r. Concerning them and her 1 t wu aaida •'l'he mother waa 

dashed to pieoea with her children• (Hoe.10&14). And ahe died 

wi th them Juat ae that other righteous woman died with her aeTeD 

children. And concerning her it was said: •As a Joyful mother ot 

chi ldren• (Ps.11319). And the Crusader• slew all those who were 

in the room and stripped them naked while they were yet struggling 

convulsivel y p..nd wall jwing in their blood . And t hey stripped them. 

"See 0 Lord and behold how abject I have become.• (~am.l,ll) And 

afterwards, they threw t hem naked out of the r ooms throu~h the 

;.indows in mounds and heaps, until they v;ere li kt: a hi_:h mountain. 

~:ar.y of the Children of the Holy Covenant were s till alive \\l:en t hey 

,·.e r~ cast out . The;r indica ted wi t h t hetr fiD&er; •3i ve us water t ha t 

a o~drink ." When the ~rusaders e· w thatf they a ske d themi•Do you 

wish to ua~tize y oureelTea?• But they shook their heads(negatively) 

and l ooked t 0 their r a ther in h t:aVen saying: •1: 0:" ~ointillb Hth 

thie r fingers to the Jioly One , ~raised be He. And the Crusadera 

i•illed t hem. All this, those wh os e names we have mentioned didl but 

i1or1 much the more kll the rest of the community . 'l'bcy unified t he 

~a.me or the Roly One and the;t all fell by t he band of God . Then the 

Crusaders began to deael~te in the name of Jesus. 

Alld they raise~ their banners and came un to the reat of 

t he communitiea, to the court of the Duke Bu~'""\T• They beseiged 

them also, fought againat t hem and cap tared the entrance gate of the 

court, and a.kso smote them. And there was a man b¥ the name of llar 

:~osea bar l!e lbo, who called to his two eons and said to them: •My 



sons, Helbo and Simeon, in this hour, Hell and Paradise are open. 

Into which of them would 1ou oare to enter!• Alld they anawered and 

said& •we would like to go into ?aradiae.• And they atretohed out 

tt.ei r necks and the enemiee smote them, rather w1 th eon•• And the 

sc roll or the ToTah waa there in the roca. 'lhen the Cruaa4era OBJDe 

into the room and found it, th•1 tore it to pieces.and when the ho~ 

ll?ld ~are woman, daughter• of ki~s, aaw that the Torah was torn, t~ 

cried to their huaban4s loud.ly1 •see, see, the holy Torah! The enemiea 

aave torn it. And all the men and women said togethers •woel-The holy 

Torah, the crown ot beauty, the splendour ot our eyes, before which 

ue used to proetrate ourselves in the synagogue which ~e kissed and 

honored - Woe, it ha.a now fallen into the hand• of those u .1circumoised 

and unclean ones!• And when the men heard tht worda of the holy 

women, they grew very sealous for the Lord our God and tor/ Sis holy 

?r ecious Torah. A young man by the name or Rabbi David ben Rabbana 

:.:enachem, called arid said unto thema •My brethren, rend your garments 

i n r espect of the Torah:• And they rent their garments, according to 

the command.II of our teacher. And they found one Cruaader in a roam 

and all the men and women rose up and atoned him with etone• ao that 

he fell a.nd died. ~And when the city dweller• and Crusaders saw that 

he wae dead they fought against them. They climbed upon the root in 

which house the Children of the Holy Covenant were. They tore down the 

r oof• shot them with arrows , a.nd stabbed them with ai>eara. There waa/. 
a man by t he name of llar J acob bar Sulam, who did not come from an 

honorable family and whose mother waa not a Jewess , who called loudly 

to all those who were atNldinga •All the daya or my life until now, 

they have despised me, but nov1, I will slaughter myself.• Alld he 

slau&htered himaelt in the name of Him who is called glorious and 



lilghty, the Lord ot Roat ia His Name. And there was yet another 

man by the name of Kar Samuel, the elder, bar Mordecai, who alao 

aanctitieC. the lrame. He took hie knife, atal*ed it into hie bell.71 

and hie entrails spilled upom the ground. He called to all wbo 

were standing near him and aaich "See, m¥ brethren, t.hat I -. 
,. 

doing for thi 8anot1tioation ot the ETer-L1Ting One.~ There fell 

the old man tor the unity of the Haae, and the aanctif1oation of 

F.is llear. 

And the Crusaders and city dweller• turned tromtbere and 

ca.me into the midet of the city, into a court. llar De.Yid, the 

tax co~tor, bar hathaniel, with hie wife and children and 

household were hidden there in the c ourt of a ~riest. And the 

priest said to him:•see there is neither a remnant nor a survi•or 

left in the court of the Bishop nor in the court of the Duk~ . All 

•ere killed, caat out, and trampled upon in the streets, exce9t 

the few whom they conerted.. It you till do likewise, you will be 

able to eave yourself, your money and all your household from the 

hands of the Crusaders.• And t he God- fearing man Mewereda •Behold 

go out to the Crusaders and city dwellers and tell them that they 

should all oome to me.• And when the prieet heard t he •orda ot 

Mar Davi d the tax collector, he rejoiced very much o•er h ia words, 

for be thoughts •Already ia such a pr:mlinent J ew willing to listen 

to our •oice. " Re ran outside before them and told them t he •ords 

lf the righteous man. And t hey also re j oiced exceedingly. And many 

thousands gathered round about the house. And when the righteous one 

~ aw them, ht put his trust in hie Creator, and called unto them, 

and sa ids "Woe, ye are children )f harlots. Ye belie•e ina 

bas tard (child born in h?.rlotry). but I believe in an eternal 
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living God. the s lory of the high beaTens. in wham I b&Te trusted 

this day. (and I will conti nue to do so) until my J~ depart•. OD 

the day that you kill me rtJ¥ spirit shall rest in paradise, in the 

light of the living, but you will g o down to a dark pit, for 

•ternal dwelling, and will bt; bailiehed in hell with your god, for 

he i s the s on of carnality and ie hanged.• And when they heard the 

pi Jus one, they grew very angry, raised t heir banners, ancamped 

rou~d about the house and began t o shout and cry in the name of 

"'esus. They r.ent U.? t ~ hi!.,. a.nd killed him, hie righteous v;ite, 

hi s children, bi s son-in-la.~ ar.e ?11 ~ i s houser.old a.nd hi s maid­

sel"T E.Dt. All were killed tt.ere for t he sa.nctifieat ion of the ~2l!le. 

':'l:er e fell the rignteous one r.i t h the men o! hi s household. 

And they t urne d and v:ent to the houae ot Rabbi SBllllel 

bar :Hauan, mo aleo sanctified the Holy .1.1ame. They gathered round 

about his house, for he alone of the r.hJle c ommunity was left in ~~s 

1:0;.;.se . They entreated him anci s out;h t to ba..c>t lze him i n th~ ir ;utrici 

w:c l e <:ntta t er, bu t he and all r:h o v1e r e r:i th him ~u t th~ i r t rus t i~ 

t~~ir Crea.to:- ar:C. : .- oulC. ~ '>t hea.r:i-:en to thai. So t hey killed t~em all 

a...~C. caat tr.em f r oo :be wi ndor.s . 

All this ci e t~ey 1tosc n~~es we hav~ men ti oned, and es 

fJ:- Ttbat the rest o~ t::e co?!'lr!lw~i ty :1.nC. the leaders :if tr.e congregation 

f id ~Ld ac c ~~~lishec f or the unitl ~! tr.c ·a.me of the l: i nb of t he r ing 

if : :ir.6 & • the Boly One ,Pr a i sec be r.e a.r.d blessed be !:is i.a.n:e • like 

2~oti ~ib' ~c his assoc i ates , I do n ot know . · ~ay God deli\er us 

~=Jn tr.i s exi l e ! fhe end ~f t fie earlier ~e rsecuti ons ! 

Pin i s . 

l68'1!fi' 
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