
• 
.. 

, 
TITLE • 

6 M IEWISB EI,EJlqTS !!. I!fil LJl'E ~ WORKS 2!! BERJAMIH. RISRAELI •• 
.... .... 

, 

A THESI S SUBilITTED ~ PARTIAL 

REQUIREMEJIT f.Q1! m Jm.­
GREE OF RABBI AT -- -
~ 

JIEBREW UNION COLLEGE. 

-1920-

BY 

-SAMtJgL JOY llARBIS• 



QQBTEJITS. 

ghapter I. Bxplanation ot the lame 'pieraeli'. 

Q!1apter II. Ancestry. 

Chapter III.A Brief Sketoh ot the Lite or Benjamin Disraeli. 

Qbapter IV. &aoe Theory. 

Qhapter v. Disraeli and Religion. 

Chapter VI. Ef'rorts 1.n Behalt or Jewi sh Emancipation. 

Chapter VII.Pr1ends and •oes ot piarael1. 

0hapter!JII.Oonclua1on. 

Notes and References. 

Bibliography. 



Thia thesis i s concerned only ~1th the Jewish elements 

in the lite and works or Benjamin D.isra.e li. It a tew ,POinte ot 

extraneous matter . appar ently aeem to have b een broll6ht in, they 

weze incorporated advisedly ror t he purpose ot eluo1dat1ng some 

subsequent mat erial pertinent to t he subjecrt. proper. This thesis 

will include all the t hou&}lt e of Jewish interes t in both t he life 

and written works ot Disraeli. 

This thesis makes no. c lai m to or i g i na lity. that i s , aa 

tar ae t he materia l presented. i s concerned . The point s di s ­

cu ssed i n this t hesis he.ve b~Jn touched upon by various authors 

at 41.f'f'erent times . But to my knowledge no author has ever 

attempted to bring all the material of J ewi sh interes t under 

one beading. Por this r eason this thesis has been written. 

Thus it i s not a c ontribution in the s ense of making new dis­

coveries, but I ho pe i t will be a c onvenient holp t o t hose 

who desire to a nprecia.te the Jewi sh s ide of Ben jami n Disraeli. 

Thu s far, nost of t he books written on this r emarkable 

genius emphas i ze the liter ary and politica l a s nect of t he man. 

Tho geHt1le author, a s a rule, is in ~l'.\rested mostly in the general 

career of Lord Bea c r nsfi e ld. The anti-Semit e will s tres s t he 

point of his Jewi~h or i gin, and v<ill -vry t o shor: t ha t he was 

a fann.t ioal Jew, a fore i gner who t rien to impose hi n eccent r ic 

per sonality upon Engl and. The av er a.g:e J ew baa been content te> 

l ook upon ·him mere ly a s a conver t who bad f or s alcen the ranks 

of Judai sm . 'l'hi s t hesi s , it i s hopad , wi l l cor rect t hat .i mpres sion. 

I a.m c onvinced t hat Disraeli wa s a t r ue J ew at heart and one of 
t he most ar dent and loya l champions of Jewish 1:!".lancipati cn. 



-Obapter I.- 1. 

MCBS'flI. 

De lame ot~Diarae11-: 

When one t1rst comes in contact with the name, •niarae11• 

he ie struok b7 the peoul1ar1tJ ot' it. SUrely the name 1• not 

a oommon one among the great number ot 4eoidedlJ Jewish names 

·that have been thus tar recorded. Altho this identical n&JDe, 

•n1arae11• has perhaps never been borne bJ any other peraon, 

1et it i• a tact that quite a number ot names aimll&r to it 

~..:lve been 1n use and are still carried bJ some people, tod&J• 

The names I reter to,ot courae,are the T•'f'"/ oommon name ot•1a­

rae1• and tbe name ot leas trequency, •1arae11•. In all like­

lihood, one ot these two DAl!les was the original name ot' •01s­

rae11 •. Some ot his biographers have ot't'ered the expl&tlat1on, 

to the et'teot, that when the t'amily oame to Italy they italian­

ized the name •1arae1• b7 pretixing it with a •n• and adding 
{l) 

the tinal letter w1•. Thia explanation seems plaua1ble 1n 

light or the taot that man1 Italian names actually begin with 

•o• and end in •1•. And since Israel was auch a oonaon name 

in Spain trom whence migrated Benjamin Disraeli's anceatera, 

the theor7 seems plausihle. But on the other hand another 

theory seems to be just as logical. Thie is the explanation 

given by Kr. Lucien Wolt. He claims that the name was origin-

ally •1srae11•, which is not an 1talianized torm bUt Arabic. 
(-2) 

It •implJ means •raraelite•. It has been pointed out that the 
(3) 

term •teraeli• 1• a coined Bebraicon uaect in the Bible. 

It 1• ueed in the Bible as a designation ot a man'• tribe. 

All4 1n Spain the aame principle aeeaa to prevail. Ver1 tre-

-
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quentlf we oome · aero•• 'oaee where a man'• tiret ~ 1D Bel!. 

re• 1• g1Ten arid tor hi• murname he was merelJ oalle4 , •1arae11•. 

A• an 1lluetrat1on •• ~1 oite the oaee ot Oball4a1 Ibn Sbaprgt 

who was referred to ae, • Bl Ieraell" •h1oh •ant. •The Jew•·. 

Thia oust.om ot designating the Jews thus: · originated moat 

11kelJ in lloor1eh Spain. And grad.uallJ 1t seems th&t the name 

beoame a permanent eurname tor ID8DJ Je... I•aao ben Jaoob Ia­

raell the eminent Spanish aatronomer ot the l'ourteenth CentU17, 

Iaaao ben Solomaon Iaraeli the tamoua Atrioan pbpioian, an4 

Ierael Israeli ot Toleda Spain 11&J be cited as 1llustrat1Ye ot 

oaaee where the name beoame a permanent surname. 

In Lord Beaconst1el 4 1 a umoir we are told that wben hia 
R..>- L . 

anoeatere aought i,ruge in. the Ve~tian Republlo, the1,as aoon 

as thp7 landed, renounoed. their Spanish name, and •trom grati­

tude to the God ot .Jaoob who had led them through unezampled 
(4) 

trails and unheard ot dangers• asaumed the name ot D'I•raeli. 

This change ot names baa taten plaoe Yer1 trequentl7 among 

Spanish Jews who lett Spain atter the memorable date, 1492. 

It we look in the srnagog archives or London and Amsterdam 

we oan find man1 such changes. E.G. we will f i nd case• like 

theses Eliohu Iarael alias Bento L4Jpes 1 another case, D&T14 
. (5) 

Iarael alias Prospero Dias. In the light of these faota it 

la reasonable to aaaume that the Spanish name ot the Disraeli 

tamil7 was at one time d1~terent troa the name •1arae11•. 

Konnypenn7 eeema to be ot the opinion that the name did not 

take the torm ot D'Iarael1 until the gr&ndf'ather ot Lord Bea­

consfield came to England. Be s eems to int'er this f'r.oa the 

taot that the great-gra~ather ot Lord Beaconstield was a 

one Isaao Israeli. But Lucien Wolt who made a thorough 

Studf or the Gene"log7 of Lord Beaoonetield gives the name 
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ot the great-grand1'a.ther as Isaac J>'Iar&el1. It this be the taot 

then the opinion ot lionneypenny is unt'ounded. Yet llomieJP8nnJ 

may be right in making the assertion in the light or Wolf''• 

obeerYation to the efte~t that, •tsrael 18 not D1arael1 and there 

is no traoe of this latter name arirwhere previousl7 to the first 

marriage of Lord Beaoonst1eld 1 e gr&Ddf'ather' in 17581 when h1a 

• name wae spelled with •n••. In the light ot this obaerYation 1 

it is dift'1cult to see how Kr. Wol.t' retere to the jreat-grand­

tatheresD' Iaraeli • Evidentl1 this 18 an obvious oontradiotlon. 

What we do know tor a taot is that the name •a.~Israe11 • was 

borne tor a time by the grandfather of Lord Beaconsfield. Whether 

he prefixod the •n•• is a mat t er of speculation. The •n•" most 

likely is used in place ot the equivalent expreseior: 1n Hebrew. 

• ben • meaning• eon ot •. Hie father, 1.e, Lord Beaoon8!1eld'e 

rather, Isaac Dlierael1 spelled it with •n•" all through hie 

lite. Por some reason or other Lord Beaoonet10ld contracted 

the first two letters and ai~pl7 signed himself, "Diarae11•. 

A tact worth mentioning in oonneotion with the name 

Disraeli is the very important observation ma4e b7 Ur. L Wolf'. 

Re tells us that there 1a no traoe in the public records or 

Venice, either municipal or S)'!lagogal of any family named Dis­

raeli or Israeli• previousl7 to 1821. If we ac ·apt Lord Beacana­

tield' sown statement to the etfeot that his anoesters rlouriehed 

for two centuries under the protection or st. ~ar~, it is strt18e, 

to s ay the least, that a trace or th1e name is not noticed. 14r. 

Wolf claims that all the local Jewish r egisters of Births, 

Deaths, Marri ages and Tombstones were investigated. 
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0ha pter II. 

UQESTJl1. 

In obtaining taota about the anceatr7 or Lord Be&001111tiel4, 

untortunatel7, we a.re compelled to rel7, tor the moat lJIU't, upon 

the account narrated b7 h1.m.ael1'. U Lord Beaoonetiel4 were an 
acour4te historian •• would welcome at leut thl• one account. 

But aa we mow tor a tact that his imagination and power ot 

tano7 were abarplJ and ·111.~ developed we nuat loot upon hi• 

aooount ot certain taots aa 1ntluenced b7 hi• loTe tor the roman• 

tio and the t ancitul. Mr. Lucien Wolf 1n two brilliant article• 

tn·· the London Time• haa ahown Ter7 olearl7 ho• tano7 and 1mag1n• 
(. (a,) 

ation orept into Lord Beaconat1eld1 e account . Untortunately 

little ho.a been done in regard to investigating the tacts concern-

ing Lord Beacontield'• anoestr1. Most ot hie biographers accept ( 

the account given bJ Lord Beaconsr1el4 without questioning the 

tacts at all. They accept everJt,hing a~ taoe Yalue. Por our 
• account we shall t ake what s~ems plaus~ble rrom Lord Beaoonerield 

and we shall add the observations or Lucien Wolf' who made a ape­

oial study or t he subject. 

Oonoerning the early ancestry ot Lord Beaoonatield we poaa~sa 

no raots whatever. Diarael1,in h ie memoir intimates that his 
('2) 

earl7 ancesto~e came rrom Spain. He says they lett Spain during 

the latter part or the Pit'teenth Centur7. Altho there are no 

taote to corr oborate this tradition yet it seems plausible in 

light ot the tact that man1 Jews aotuall7 left Spain atter the 

year 14g2. It 1& quite pos sible that his anoesters may haTe tak• 

en ref'uge in the Ve~ian Republic ~t that time. Georg Brandea 

one of b i s principle biogr~phere makes the statement that Diaraell'a 

anceat~s resided in Andalusia, Aragon and in Portugal. Por ears 

he, the acqU1sit1on of landed peoperty waa not denied to the Jew 
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in tbeae plaoe•. Wbare Kr. Braru\ea obtained bis taota conoern-

1.llg the exaot residence or the earl7 Disraeli•, I do not Jcnow. 

Benjamin Diaraell sa7a nothing about it and neither doe• ~ 

.o. t.Mr biographer atate the exaot place or reaidenoe. Lord 

Beaconef'ield 1n hie memoir would lave u• beltve that ~· ano•-
.L.. 

ter• resided tor al.moat two oenturiea 1n tbe VenJtian Republlo, ,. 
• under the proteotion ot the lion ot St. Mark. It we aeoept ~-

the tradition that hie anoestora went to Ital7 1mmediatel7 atter 

1•98 then we muat aooept the f'aot that hi• people might haY9 

been tlouriahing merohanta there tor ewer two oentur1es. But 

on the other band when we searoh tor the name ~ D1araeli in 

all the reool"'Aa ~ the wppoaecl v1c~t7 ln Ital7 and there 

le not to be tound a mention ~ tbe name I•rael1 or »1•raeli 

previoua to the 1ear 1821 the taot or rather the tradition ot 

the long sojourn in Ital7 ma7 be quest~oned. 

As detinite lntormation oonoerning the anoeatry ot Lord 

Beaoonatield we 11&7 begin with bJ.a great-gr&ildtather whose name 

was Ieaao D'!araeli. As we alread.7 mentioned, hie biographer 

ret'era to him aa Ioaao Israeli. We know ver7 little about him. 
.i... 

He oame trom the IAlfant and married in J¥rrara. He married a 

woman b7 the name or Bioa Rosal. It baa been suggested that 

she waa related in some ••7 to the f'amoua Azaria dei Roaai. .-

ot this marriage were born three ohildren. They were Rachel, 

Venturina, and Benjamin. Rachel was •om in 1741 and died in 

1837J Venturina was born 1n 1746 and died 1n l82lf and Benjamin 

was born in 17SO and died i n 1818. Lord Beaoonat1eld givea 

1817 as the clat• ot his grand!'ather'a death. Kr Wolt may be 

correct tor it waen\ 1lllt11 atter the death ot the grand.t&ther 

that Iaaao Disraeli the tather ot Lord Beaoonatield permitted 

hi• oh114ren to be baptized. The baptiem occured in 1817. 
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ot the two girl• •e Jr:now nothing except t/ the 1Jtat.e•nt tbat 

Kr. Wol:t make• to the etteot that the two girl• lrept a gtrl•'· 

aohool 1n the Gl»tto. Mr. Wolf' ola1aa that ·D111r.wli 1• re•pon­

e1ble tor thla latter etatement , but I mat adJd.1~ tbat. I -

unable to looate lt. Lord Beaconetlel4, ln h1• 1nemolr/01a1• 

tbat hl• grandt'ati.r bad a brotur.who ..... a banJcer la v.m. ... 

llr. Wolf 41eore41 ta t.b1• •tatement buect on the c>ba81"f'at1cm 

tbat there 1• no written record ot it and he rea11ona t'urtber 

tmt U be •en a banker be oert.a1nl.7 would not Ji)end.t bi• 

aiatera to run a girl•' •obool in the gbetto. Puraonall7, I 

bele1Te t.Mt t.bl• 1• no argument. againat the f'ac1~ beoauae Ule 

girl• .. , baT• been doing tbat. work p&r•lJ out o~ pb1lantbrop1o 

motiT••• Lord Beaconef'1el4 alao etatea that Bornoe Mann knew 

th111 Banker brother. It we eearob thru the diaz~7 ot Boraoe 

Mann no euoh raot is reTealed. 

When we come to talk about lenJamin D'Ieraoll , (Sr.) 

tbe gl"andt&ther ~ Lord Beaoonstield,we t&te our at.and more 

on terra tlrma. llanJ tacts ~ his lite baTe been reoorde4. 

Benjamin D'I•raeli wae born ln 17SO. Until be wae:s aeTent.een 

rears ot age we b&Te no reoorcted tact• ot hl• 111~•· In 1'47 

hi• tat.her deemed it w1ee to aend Benjamin OYer t;o Rn.gland. 

Wb&t tbe mot1Te was we are not ao aure• It is pc•aillble ;a• 

Mr. Plooiotto &Uggeat•, that the .7••• telt that t~bere ••• 

more ohanoe ~ treed om of' conaoienoe t here. t>et'o1"e we talk 

about his 11t'e in Bngl&nd let us correct a geners~l 1mpreaa1on 

about the country trom whioh he oame. It ia gent1rall7 belteved 

that be oame t'rom Venice. But this 1a not oorrec:t. He reall7 

oame rrom Oento ln Perrara. We know this trom tbe deed ot 

denizat1on which he he aigned in Bngl.&nd 1n 1801, 9tat1ng 

there that he was • ot Oento in Ital1! As a matte1r or tact 
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we know that there wae a ~••i•h oolonr eat.abll•hed 1n ~rrara 

long betore the exodus in Spain. And 1-41atel1 atter t.m 
par 1498, . lewa aougbt refuge there. Wiien Ben~amin D1 I81'a911 

reaobec:l the ahorea ot BnglanS it 41cldt take long bet'ore he be­

o- oormeot.ed •l\h an Aaglo-It.allan house. It. eldn\ \ate 10111 

betore he entered "'1eineaa tor himaelt. But 1t did take a long 

time betore he reallJ auooeeded ln 'bualn•••· Wor aome reaaon .r 

other he 414 not mix m.aoh •1th the Jewlab 001111!111l1t1. Be rather 

held hlmaelt a.loot. And the tendeno1 t.owarcl alienation trom bl• 

group or tellow-men waa 1ncreaaed bJ b.1• marriage •hloh took 

plaoe in the par 17•. Bi• •l~deteated · J\14&1••· We shall 

haYe ooeaaton to dlao1111a mr a little later. Perhape one ot tm 

reasons ot hia lazit.7 in attalra relig1oua ,wu due to the 11ber­

alit1 ~ Bngl&ab inllt.it.utlona in general. It i• ea14 tbat he 

oontributed liberallJ to the •JD&&OS and that he lnoreased. hie 
"-- ~ 1 (S) 

donattone with the lnoreaae 1n hie wealth. Bia ta (the tint&) 

in the •JD&gog waa t'1l'at. lOa and gradu.e.117 it was 1noreased until 

it waa 1n 181S, L82, lSa, 44. Be onl7 held a minor poa1t.1on 1n . 
the •JD&gog onoe and that was the o~tioe ot Inapeotor ot the 

Bes- Baim , or Obarit7 school. Thia was in 1782. When he tlrtt 

oame to Bngl&l'ld, Geo. II , was then king. Lord Pelham was the 

minister at that ti~ and he was tavorabl7 disposed to the Jen. 

It was in the 7ear 17 .. that Ben~amin Disraeli beoame an Englillh 

o~~izen without o1v11 rights. 

Ben~amin D'laraeli had married twice in hie 11tet1me. Be 

married his t'irat wite, 8ebeooa Mendez Purtado, in 1758. She ne 

the aeoond daughter and tou9th ohild ~ Gasper and Clara Mendez 

P'Urtado. She waa also tha sister-in-la• ot Aaron Lara, the brok­

er. There wa~ one child b~ this marriage. She was born in 1757 
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and when ahe waa rourtee., 1ea.r• old •he waa married to the •on 

~ Aaron Lara. Rebeoo& ~tado died in 17&1. One par later 

Benjamin D'Iaraeli aarr1e4 again. !'bi• time be 11&rr1ect a 

Sarah Shlprut de Oaba7 Villa Real. She wu the daughter ~ Iaaao 

Sh1prut.. TJaru her paternal grandllother ahe ... & 4e•oen4•Dt. or 
tbe Villa Real• - a t'aot whioh lat.er Lard Beaoona1'1el4 took meh 

pride in relating. Luoien Wolf' euggeet• that Iaaao Shiprut .., 

baTe been a deaoendent 09 tu t'&llOUe· Obae4a1 Ibn Sbaprut. But 

there are no faote to establish this oonjeoture . BJ bl• marriage 

to Sarah &J-prut. gz-eat wealth ul4 ored1t ;t., brought to bill. 

Prom the time or hi• •lll'rlll.ge hi• wealth a t ea41lJ' lnoreaaect 

an4 it waedt long before he had -••ect a fortune. Be plared 

bis han4 at the etook market• and later was made a .. llber ot 

the •took ezohange~eTen belng appointed on a apeo1al oommlttee 

Pora time lie waa involved 1n eer1oue finanoial dittioulties but> 

aa rortune bad 1t,be pulled through auoo•••full7. 

Prem th.la mu-rlage waa born an onlf oh114, a eon, I•aao. 

Oonoern1ng t.hia I•aao Loa! Beaoonarield said in bia memoir, 

• •1 gran4t'ather bad onl1 one oh1ld and nature had diaqualitied 

him trom the oradle . tor the bua7 pursuits ot men. " Iaa&o was 

born in 1786. •o doubt 1t waa the one great desire or the rather 

to b&Te hia son Iaaao oa.rr7 on his work in the world ot business. 

He mu.at haTe been terriblJ disappointed in him when he learned 

that the 1nol1nationa o~ the son were in quite a d1f'1'erent dlreo-

ti on. 

Ben3am1n D'I•rael1 remained a Jew until the end ot hie 

da19. Be did not renounce hia taith eTer. It ie true he •a• 

an inactiTe Jew. He died in 1816. At hie death a •111 was 

lett. Be left about L ss.ooo. In later 1ears when hi• grandson 



Lord Beaoonet1eld was ln the height ot hie glo17 be reator9d the 

tombatone or hi• grandfather. The tombatone mar be seen to tbl• 

d&J 1n the Jew•' oe•tar1 at Kile End, ln the But ot London. (.l) 

Ot the wite ot Benjamin D'Iaraeli we know ver7 little. 

She was a deaceadant ot the Villa Reals,a ver7 prominent tam1l7 

in Englan4. Lord Beaoonaf'ield writ.es thus_ ot ber, • MJ grand­

motber, the beautit'Ul daughter or a tamil7 who ba4 au:ttered auoh 

tram peraeoutlon,bad imbibed that dislike tor her raoe whioh the 

vain are too apt to adopt when the7 rind that the1 are born to 
~ 

publio oontempt.• To Lord Rowton, Lord BeaooJWt1el4 reterrecl___.,r 
7v tl'f (5) . 

to her u a•demon•• She lived until 1886 and waa buriecS 1n 

Willeaden Ohuroh. •sbe was inf'ormallJ a Protestant at the time 
... . 1" if (6) 

ot her death. It baa been suggested, and I bel16~re it ia quite 

probable,tb&t George Kl1ot,1n dellntating her oharactar o~ the 

mother ot Daniel Deronda, bad the grandmother or Lord Beacona­

rield 1n mind.(?) 

And now we oome to d1aoumthe lite ot Isaac D'Iaraeli,th& 

onl7 ohild or Benjamin and Sarah D~I•raeli. It la generall1 

believed that Iaaao was born in Ent'ield, but Lucien Wolt aeema 
../ (8) 

to beld•ve that he was born at Great St. Helena, on Ka7,ll,17ee. 

He was dul1 initiated into the Abrah&m1t1o covenant b7 Isaac 
r,, •'I._ (9) 

Oarriao de 1 Pa7ba. Por a personal description ot Iaaao let 

ue quote rrom t.b9 . one aiven b7 hia eon, t o wit: • A pale pensive 

ohild with large dark brown e7ea, and rlowing hair, had grown 

up beneath this root ot worldl7 enerQ and enjopent, indioatlng 

even in his 1nf'ano1, bJ the whole oarriage ot bis lite, that he 
(10) 

was or a dtrrerent order rrom those anong wbom' he lived~Iaaao 

was not at all happ7 in his home. Perhaps the environment was 

too ~ter1al1stio tor hie hi&hlJ developed litera.r7 soul. The 

bo7 would love to run to hie mother and embrace her but when 
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he would al.Jlloat oome in re•aoh or her, abe wou1d behold hi• awk­

ward manners, notioe his excited wars, bis untaahionable oo•­

tuae, and then she would burat out • into der1stve laughter•. 
) 

Thia angered Iaaao greatl7. Re wae really \DlbapP)' in his llome. 
r, L (tl) 

The mother onl7 saw in her oh1ld • a tuture ot 4eSJ1d.atton• 

When the bo7 got to be a little older he was aent to aohool 1n 

AMterdam. There a triend ot the tatber aaw to it that be we.a 

placed 1n a propGr aohool. But,,as Lord Beaoonatield •aid, •the 

aobool wae too near home and hi• 110ther, though she toniented 

his verr existenoe, wae never content 11' he were out ot her 
{12 ) 

eight.• Ieaao waa a preoooioua roungeter. Bis tutor oould 

teaoh him llttle,tor Iaaao was • generally occupied in writing 

bad odes.• Ile wae a great reader. Betore he was t1tteen he 

had alread1 read through the works ot Voltaire and Bayle. And 
ed ..L 

when he was eighteen he returnAto England a oonf'irmed 46sotple 

ot Rousseau. Later he wa• sent to Pranoe. Here he remained 

until 1788 right betore the outbreek ot the great events in 

Europe. Be returned to England at'ter a profitable sta7. He 
. . 

learned to k!iow great men and oame home with some verr valuable 

books. Isaac came back. and told ot his ambition to be a poet. 

The idea hit his rather like a thunderbolt• His hope ot seeing 

in his eon a great commero1al man was gone. Isaac baa no 1n­

olinat1ons whatever to be a business man. The idea was repul­

sive to him. In tact Isaac answered his tather'a hope by telling 

him that he had written a great pon against trade, wh9re1n he 
(13) 

showed that trade was the ruin ot mankind. 

Georg Brandes deaoribea Isaac D1 Ierael1 ae being • ot a 

ehy~ret1r1ng nature; in hie 7outh he was 1nol1ned to melancholy; 

in bis manhood he was a. oolleotor; as an old man was g1van up 
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to oonteaplation, t<>o or1 tioal io be aatia1'1ecl •11~h bi• own 

pert'ormanoes and too retiring eTer to gain oont'iclenoe in blma-­
(14) 

ae lf. • Arter one knows a 11 t t l e about him one oan underatand 

what a true desoription Brandes gtvea. Brandea a1,~1r1oantl1 

deduoea f'rom the traits ot Ieaao that bis eon Lorel Beaoonatlel4 

neither inherited the weakness (1.i. the distrust or own powere) 
(115) 

nor the Tlrtue (1·•• the abaenoe or TanitJ) ~ his father. 

Iaaao D'Ieraeli apent moat ot hia lite in aeolue14)D. U be 

was not at bia books in hie ltbrar1 be ueuallJ oO'l11ld be f'oun&t 

going in and out ot the old book-etorea. He was oJri the oont1~1 

lookout tor old and rare boon. I•aa~ · D1arae)l ehow4td n• interest 

wbatner 1n politloe. It hae been aaid that be d:ld not eTen \Ul­

deratand them. It 1• quite obYioua that this was another trait 

th&~ bis dist1ngu1ahed aon did not reoe1Te t'rom h :lm. Yet Iaaao 

was a ekeptto of' the highe•t order. a. 1114 t• f9"1'• ot bit.t.er 

sa.roasm, a trait tbat wu quite nident 1n hi• eoin. He was a 

man ot e1noere ooDT1otiona. Bia eon aa,..,• Moat ·~erta1nl1 baa 

throughout h1a long o-..ar.- nner wrota a aenteno11 wbioh be 
(16) 

did not bell6ve waa tl"Ue.• Ot oourae this ia a bit exagger-

ated but 118Ter.thele'8e I am convinced that there is truth in it 

in the main. Be was &n•&d.vooate ot the d1soomti1ted and the 

oppreaeec1•. It ia quite strange that~ aa one glano•98 ~ough 

hie worke~he tails to t'1nd &nJ allusions to the pt.aa1ng eTenta 

ot D'I•raeli'a age. sure11 he lived through one 1ot' the moat 

exciting ages ot' o1v111Eat1on. His being oooup1ec1 with duat­

·oOTerecl manuaorlpta, I suppose, is the real reaeo1rt for his 

total disinterestedness in the passing •Tents ot lnia time. 

Isaac D1 Ierael1 waa the favorite ot hi• mternal grand­

mother, Bather S~t. This grandmother did not :like ber own 

daught.era ver1 n1oh beoause of their 1nd1tferent •~ttitude to 

.... 
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JUdal•m and beoauee ot their want ot tlliai dut1 1~award Jlnt. 
w . .t\1.(17) 

Thus when ebe died her whole t'ortune wae bequeatbo4 to IeaaoV 

In 1802 Ieaao married Karia BaeeTi, the rounge•t claughter Gr 

an Italian lew named l~phtalt Baeni. Be wu a W4ta1tli1 •r­

ohant and Tel")' prominent in the SJ!l&gog. Ile eett:Ld in Bnglud 

sometime later than did the father ot Isaac. 'l'hrc:>Ugb th1• llU"­

r1age Lord Beaoonst'1el4 mar olabl that hi• 11neagct goee 'baok 

tor tour generations on the soil ot England. The 110tber ot 

Maria Baeev1 was Bebeooa Bleli, her grandmother w1!t.e Sarah 

Oard.oao and the latter' a father wae .Jacob Ahoab 01U'doso. All 

ot these 4uet .., mentioned were people born in Engl1!t.nd. Lucien 
• 

Wolt sa1s that thia tam11J was 4eeoen4ed from the tamoua Iaaao 
. (18) 

Oardoao ot Spain. Be lived 1n the tif'teenth oent1LU"y. 

Concerning the 111'e ot' Karia BaseTi we have no material whatever. 

I n the famous memoir ot Lord Beaconsf'iel4 not one allusion ts 

made to her. This 111 reallJ surprising. Uter uord Beaoons­

tield oompleted ·this memoir and eent it to his 11i1ster Sarah 

tor her perusal, •he oo7mented h1ghlJ upon it and then made the 

comment to ~er brother that abs telt the omission of her mother's 

name moat keenlJ• Whether it was a wiltul omiss11on on the part 

ot Lord Beaconsfield or whether it was a oareleae blunder we 

are not in a position to ea7. We do know that thre mother died 

at'ter torty..t'ive years ot married lire, passing a.11ray in her 

seventy-second 7ee.r. To . Isaac e.nd llarta D'Israel1 were born 

t1ve children. Sarah was the oldest, _born December : ..39,1802. 

Then came Ben·3am1ti who waa ·:b~rn · in J>epeilber , 211 1804. Af'ter 
) 

him followed Naphtal1,who died in infancy 1~ 1807. Then came 

Rapha61 (Ralph) 1n 1809 and finally Jacobus (James) in 1813. 

To the life of BenJamln D1era3li r.e shall devote a epec1al 

chapter. Of Sarah we oan aa7 that abe was a brilliant woman. 

' 
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She waa the beloYed elater o~ Benjamin • With her he oarr1e4 

on most or hi• private oorrespondence. She aegma to have been 
(19) 

his confidant in all matters. Sarah was t o have been married 

to William Meredith. Sbe was waiting for his return trom a trtp 
... 

in the Eaet. But Meridith died or small-pox when he was 1n Alez-

ar1dri&. Sarah nner reoOYered trom this ahook. She remained 

Bingle to the rest ot her d&J8e Until hi• rather'• death, 

Iaaao D'Iarael brought up his children in the Jewish talth. 

For Benjamin his eldest son he made special provision tor 

hie religious 1natruot1on 1n the school. otJbt.Pottioar7. It 

i s quite strange that he should have put himeelf' out that mu.Ch 

to see to it that his children bad religious tra. i.ning. It waa 

strange because Isaac was more ot a treeth1nker in religious 

matters. And als o ia it strange when we consider that his 

rather was an indif"terent Jew and his mother was a ltogether ir­

religious. SUrelJ he could t&ke no example trom them • Be waa 

a regular subscriber to the synagog but neTer was a regular 

attendant. Be paid his tinta (or temple tax) ot L 10 per annum 

regularlJ• But be did not mix with his oonanuntt7. He was an 

almost ultra•l1beral 1n his religious belier . He was willing 
extent of 

to be known as a Jew but not to tbt ~el bving in the traditions 

ot JUdaiet11 . I believe that the following comment 

ot Mr. Monneypenny is quite tn;e of the man: • Isaac D'Iarae11, 

though he ceased to be a Jew,never· became a Christian, and appar­

ently be saw no reason at tirst •h.T bis children should not re­

main 1n the same amphibious condition.• Were 1t not tor the 

exacting attitude of the orthiodoz elders in the Synagog . that 

caused Iaaao to w! tbdraw, I am thoroughl7 oonv1nced that Isaac ---would never haTe consented to have his children baptized. Bis 

having them baptized was certainly not a case ot loYtng Judaism 

\ 
Y. 1A ·? ... ... ..,.u r - \J 

t , ,... , 
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•A person who hae lived out ot the sphere ot 70ur 

obeez-yation, ot retired habits ot llte,wbo oan never 

unite in 7our public worship, beoauae as now oon4uote4 

1t diaturba instead ot ezolting religious eaotiona, a 

olrcumatanoe ot general acknowledgement, who has on17 

tolerated some part ot 1our ritual, willing to ooncede all 

be oan 1n those aatters whi.oh he bolds to be 1.nditterent; 

11\loh a man, with but a moderate portion ot honour and under­

atand1ng, never oan aooept the solemn tunct1ons ot an 

elder ot 7our congregation, and· involve hie lite and di•• 

tract his business purll\lite not in temporary but permarient 

duties &lwa79 repulsive to his feelings. 

•1 lament the oooaeion which drives me, with so m&DJ 

other•, out ot the pale ot your ~iad1ot1on. The larger 

portion ot 7our society bears a c lose resemblance to the 

tribe of Ephr•im,· whom Hosea curiously deecribes,cbap.VII.8, 

' Ephraim had mixed himael.t' among the people 1 Ephraim is 

a cake not turned! That ie,a oalce upon the hearth, baked 

on one aide, and raw on the other, partlJ lew, and partl7 

Gentile l Whf have 7ou ao ma.n1 EphraimiteeT The 9&U8e ot 

this ~ eteotion is worth7 ot 1our 1nqu1r1. Gentleman, al­

low me to add, that whenever t he governed are unrulT,, some 

detect will be discovered in t he governors. Even the gov­

ernment ot a small eeot oan be satel7 conducted b7 enlight• 
""V 

ened principles, and muet aocomOdate itself with practical 

" wisdom to existing circumstances, but above a l l with a t~m-

der r egard to t he injured teellnge of its sca ttered members • 
. 

something like the domestic attect1ona should knit us all 

together-- a •ociet1 existing on the volunta.rr aid of ite 

members i s naturally in a teeble state , and it it lnvesta 
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itaelt with arbitr&rJ power, a blind preeip1tat1on in a 

weak body can only tend to ael1'- deatruotion. ~J ot 

Jour members are already lostf m&nJ JOU are lostngl ETen 

those whose tempers and feelings would still cling to JOU 

are gra.duallJ seceding. 

• But against all this JOU are perpetuallJ pleading 

Jour existing lawa, whioh JOU would entoroe on all the 

bretheen alike! 

• It ts ot these obsolete laws eo·•*8.nJ complain. The7 

were adapted bJ f'ug1t1vee to their peculiar situation. quite 

distinct trom our own, and ae t'oreign to us as the language 

in which the7 are written. Some ot JOU boast that rour "-
law• are aaoh as theJ were a centur1 ago! You haYe laws <­

to regulate wbat baa oeaaed to exiat1 You haTe laws, which 

through the obangea ot hnman eTenta, proTe to be impedimenta 

to the Yer, purposes ot the lnatitutiona, and tor the new 

oircumatanoes which ba•e arisen, JOU are without la••· 

• SUoh, Gentlemen. ia llJ oaaes invincible obstacles 

exist aealnst 1DJ becoming one ot 1our elders, motive• ot 

honour and conscience: It JOU will not retain a ' zealous 

triend, and one who has long had JOU in his thoughts, !DJ 

last reaouroe is to desire mJ name to be withdrawn trom 

7our sootetJ. 

• It remains for 7ou, gentlemen, to set a noble ex­

ample of d1gnit1 and political wisdom. Let the award of 

the Kaba.mad be revised because the7 have erred in the 

choice ot a titting person to become a Pa.rnasa. 

• At all events 1ou .bave my warm wishes tor a hap­

pier da1. Do not slmt out the general improvement ot the 
5 

age. Make JOur achoold tlourish. and remember that 7ou 
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h&Te ~ univeraitiea ere now; a aoc1et1 hae onlj to make 

itself' respectable 1~ these times to draw to itself' tlle 

publlo eat•••• Believe me I baTe not oome like Sanballat 
0 

the Bornite, who with bitter deriaton impeded lebemiah 1n 
i\ 

hi• sealoua labour ot rebuilding the wall• ot the Bol7 01tJ, 

eoof't'ing at him tor reoeiving the atones out ot the heaps 

ot the rubbish (~eh.IV.2) -- I a.m, gentleman, with due 

respeot, 1ours, Iaaao D'Israeli. 

• 8 Kin.g's Road, Bedford Row, 
l)eo. s. 1813. • 

Thus we aae trom thia letter that Isaac D'Israeli showed 
been. 

deep r eeling tor hie raoe. Be oertainl7 would baveAw1111Dg to 

r emain it the1 wou~!iet him baTe hie view. He bad no intentions 

of breaking awa7 until the1 had aoted so narrow in the matter. 

He onl1 wished to tollow those portions or J'Udaiam in which he 

beli&ved. Be bad no interest in the oeremonial or ritual side 

of' Judaism. 

Upon receipt ot the above letter tha oongregation deemed 

it wise to keep silent tor a while. At'ter three 7eara or eo t~7 

renewed ' their demands. D'Iaraeli then sent them a final lett er 

in which he otriciall7 re•lgBt!f'rom the congregation. It was 

1mmed1atelr attar his re~ignation that his brother-1n-law,the 

renowned architect, George Basevi, also resigned • 1• 1• inter­

esting to note that altho Isaac had withdrawn trom t he sJ?lagog 

he is reportaa to have participated in •an esaentiall7 Jewish 

gathering, the opening ot the r1rst eynagog ot the west London 
('"'2 ) 

Congregation ot British Jews." 

In 1833 Isaac D'Israel1 published a work under the title 

" The Genius of' Judaism" In this work he ridicules the idea ot 

t he Hebrew conception that the laws conoerning health and fCiod 
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were revealed as divine truth to last tor all etel"Dlt7. In hi• 

works he bas quite a number of paaeageethat allude to tld.ngm 

J ewish. In .his •aurtoeitles ot Literature• he bas a obapter on 

"The Talmud," also a chapter on " Babb1n1oal Stories• and also 

a ob.apter on •The Jew• of York: It ia not in our prOY1noe to 

go into details about hie worka. Suf't'ioe it to aa1 that he 

sholBevidence ot having been quite tam111ar with Hebrew lore. 

Iaaao D1 Ierael1 was a real 11terar1 man. Prom morning 

until ni8ht he sat and pondered over manuaor1pta and wrote oonatant-

11. Like Kilton lie 11••- bltnl tn tlle ..a. But even 1n that 

state he oontinued to baTe his work dlotated. One taot ot great 

interest ln his work i• that be was 1nolined to be an orientaliat. 

When all the other literar1 men 414 not dare to deplot oriental 

life, D'Iaraeli did. He knew the East well. He had bad, as 

h1a son pointed out, • the aiivanta.Ge of t ho l>"llid inc f'ricncJslup 

of the distinguished Orientalist, Sir William ouaeley.• Who 

oan tell but t?ut Lord Beaoonefield 1Dber1te4 this trait of 

the love tor Or1ental1am t'rom his father. 

llanJ people ot great reputation thought highlJ of 

his works. He had the admiration ot men like Byron, Soott,Southfty, 
(23) 

an~ Rogers. Concerning hie relations with Soott, his son writ~o , 

" •~-ien mJ f"athei: man1 7eara afterwards m.Bde the aoquaintanoe 

of Sir Walter Soott, the great poet : saluted him bJ reoiting 

a poem ot halt a dozen itansaa whioh mJ father had written in bis 

earl1 youth." Scott tol•~- Isaa.o that it he had kept on he would 

ho.va been one o:r England's ~ee.test ?Oets. He must have been 

sincere in his remark ,. bec'-l.uae , a.a Lord Beacons:rield pointed aut, 
(24) 

Soott· incorporated the poem in his " English •1nstrel~y." O'Israali'e 

home was constantly the scene of many l i terary men. ---
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This was a decided advantage tor hie son. Young ~Jaaln Dlaraeli 

looked back with. much pleaau.e and profit upon these meeting• 

that were held in his ~ther'a home. 

When Iaaao D'Ieraeli ci 1i he was buried in a. . hristian 

cemet r7. In the parish church ot Bra.denham we find the tollow­
(25} 

1ng epitaphs-

" Sacred to the memories or Isaac D'Israel1, Esquire D.C.L. 
ot Brandenham Bouse, Author or the •aur1osities o~ Lit­
erature"who died .Januar7 19 >1848, in his 82 nd 7ear; 

' and ot~ iis w1te Maria to whom he was united tor tort1• 
t1ve 7ears. She died April 21 st 1847, in the 72 nd 
7ea.r o'f hor age.• · 

•Their remains lie aide b7 side in the vault ot ot the ad.Joining 

obanoe1•, 

Detore we olose our account ot Iaaao D'Israeli let us men-
t~t . 

tionAone or his b1ogra.pbers orro.-1 in ref'erring to Benjamin Dis• 

raelif-or Dublin, a~ the uncle or Lord Benconstield. It bas 

been assumed that he wae the halt brother or Ieaao D'Iaraeli. 

Thie is not true. Mr. Lucien Wolt has proved that that man waa 

a mone7 lender and was not a Jew. Be was a Protestant or Bug-ftnot 

extraotion. And I ma7 otter another argument against hie being 

an unole. Bis name was Benlaanln. In those 4a7e the tather{-dtd 

not name their eons a1'ter theaselvee. Sinoe the father ot Iaaao 

was Benjamin 1t would be impossible for him t o have named his 

son Benjamin. Benoe to reter to Benjamin Disraell as a halt­

brother of Iaa.ao le absurd. 
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Ohapter III. 
Benjamin ~sraeli. 

A Br1et Sketch 2!, ll!_ Life. 

OUr thesis is oonperned onl7 with givi ng the 3ewiah elements 

in the lite and wor ks of' Disraeli. P'or this reason we are not :.=1 

i nterested in the complete details ot bis b1ograph7. Bis general 

biographers have oovere~ this r,r ound well eno~. we shall limit 

ours~lves in thi s s ketch .. r~lJ to t he outstanding 1no1den~s in 

his lite that a r e pertinent t o our subJGot UJ'Jder investigation. 

As we have alread1 mentloned,BenJa.min Disraeli was the 

second oldest child or Isaac and Karia D'Israel1. Be wan born 

December 21, 1804. At ttia time of his birth bis father lived 

a.t 6, King•a Road, Bedf'ord Row. When BenJamin beoame eight days 

old he was du ly initiated into .Judaism by going through the rites 

ot oircumcision. BenJam1n1 a other brothers a l so went thru the 

same rites. David Lindo,a relative of hie mother,pertormed the 

ceremony over_Jtenjamin. In the registry ot the synagog ot 

Bevis Marke may be seen the original birth record and entry or 

t he c1roumo1eion. The following ie a taoeimile of the record 

as i t appear ed in the Jewieh. Ohronicle of December 1904 . s 

-------------~-----------------~-~-------------------~-----

Child' s Name. Mother. surname. 

Benja.min. Isa.ao. Maria.. D'Israeli. 

Day o~ Week. Jewi·sh Date. Christian Era. Oircumois 

l'riday. 17 Tebet . Dec. 21, 1804. D. A. Lind • 
~~. -

Between t he years 1813 and 1817 Iaaao D'Iaraeli experi~nced 

all tha t unfortunate misunderstanding with the elders of the Bevis 

Jc!arke Synae;og. It wasn't until 1817 that he definitely severed 

-

-



all oonneotiona with Jewish interests. one reason why the whole 

affair culminated in that 7ear was due, 9erhaps, to the taot that 

his rather died just a tew months Jll'8Tloat1l7. Ev14ently he bad 

some respect for his tather's faith ~nd would not oauae h1m an7 

agrir ~at1on in hie lite-time. However, altho D1 Ierael1 broke 'with 

t he Syti-8.60g, he L.11nae l.f' never boc c.tle a Ctristiar~ . But he did per­

mit all ot his children to become baptized. There are several 

aooounta or the baptiam of the ohildren. In Lord Beaoonst1eld'a 

own account he gives the followings " . It was Mr. Sharon Turner 

who persuaded m7 tather--&fter muoh trouble~- to allow bis oh1ld­

ren to be baptized. Be, one day, llatt oanilente4, upon which =.tr . 

Turner called on the da7 following and took us otf t o St. Andrew's, 
*· Holborn." Like m&nJ otber statements ·or his, thla aooount too 

was 1naoourate. As a matter of tact all the children were not 

baptized in one day. Hie brothers Jamee and Ralph pr eceded him 

by a month and hie sister Sarah tollowed him by a month. So Bea­

oonst1e ld' s aooount o~n positively be dis credited . There 1a anoth­

er account which attributes the baptism or Benjamin t o a Mrs. El• 

lia , and she is supposed to have done i t while Isaao D'Iaraeli 
(1) 

was &b9'9nt. On the f' a.oe of it this etory,too, does not seem plaus-

ibl e . Butthe 11<>st ~robab le story ot all seems to be the account 

that the poet Samuel Roger s, a dear fr iend ot t~aa.c , inf'luenced 

him to have Benjamin c onverted. As one writer pointed out, he 
r &V 

was not kidnapped like young M~~ra but Rogers persuaded Isaac 

that by having Benjamin baptized all disabilities would be removed 

f'rom the boy and that all Engla.n4 would be open to him. WbateV9r 

the f'acts previous to the act ot baptism -were,the tMlth remains 

nevertheless, that Benjamin Dis~ael1 became a member of the Christ­

ian Faith July 31,1817. He was baptized at st. Andrews, Holborn. 
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An e"Xact copy or the record ot baptism is tound in the Gentle• 

man's U~gazine ot Deceaber, 1875. 

When ~h1ld's !Parents' lame 

{2) 
A reproduction of' it tollo••• 

Abode Quality By t:hom 

-~ 

I 

Baptized. ~hristian !Trade aer••OD7 wu We.me. Christian Suma.me or lier.formed. 11 

Prof'es sion -
1817 8en~am1n Isaac D'Israel • .July and Gentleman. 
31 Son ot Karia. nng•s 

aoad. '· Thimbleb,. 
110.633. Said to bi about · ll • !Born . 

B this act 
' 

.heoretio 11 all the o ortuni t i e s pp o· -
l and were open to him. He wae now at least a Christian in name. 

All t he disabi lities that were attached to the Jew -- dieabilitiee 

that stood in ~he way towards his rise, political l y and eociall7, 

wer e b7 t h9 act of baptism removed, t heoretically, trom the path 

of Benjamin Disraeli. Instead or using the word •theoretically• 

it woul d perhaps be more correct to use the word, •apparent ly" . 

Altho he was a baptized Jew t he tact ot hie Jewish origin · 

was t hrown in his 1'ace on many occasions i n h.1s life-time. But 

we oan say this much tor Disraeli, t ha t he never made capital out 

ot the t act that he was a Christio.n and thua~ain t heir I 
favor. on the contrary,he knew that they woula never forget 

his He~rew or1p,1n and BO instead ot looking upon it ae a misfort­

une ,·he used it t.o e1:ja1t his origin to the heights and tell all 

hie fellowmen what a privilege it was to aa7 that one comes trom 

that noble stock, the Hebrews. We •ftall not dwell on this point 

now but will a i s cus e it in tull in another chapter. 

Of' t he early school lite of Disrae l i we a r 9 not i n poseesa­

i on of much material. Mos t of t he data on this period i s to be 

f ound in the autobiographical pas eaJ ~~ 1n h is books , V1via.n Grey 

and Contar1.n1 P'leming. As a. matter or fact we know that young 

Benjamin attended achool at Blaclcheath,which was one of his first 
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places ot learni.ng. Besides Benjamin there was onl1 one otber 

Jew by the name ot Sergiue wao att~nded. Both ot -the.ea bop at 

that time were proteaaing Jews. We &!"'3 told that when all the 

boys knelt down tor pra7er, Benjamin and this Sergius stood baok. 

We are ~lso inf'ormed that a Hebrew master would came to the school 
~- (S) -

once a week and give the boys 1Jrn tAJction i n Hebrew. Re attended 
(4) 

this school between the years 1813 and 1817. Between the 1ea.ra 

1817 and 1820 he was a parlour-boadder at a school kept bJ Mr. 

Cogan, a retired Un1ta.r1an ·min1ster. 

In both Vivian Grey and Oontarini Pler ing we get a tair 

picture ot the early lite and experience ot young Benjamin Disraeli. 

In the characters ot both Vivian and Contarini we see r eflected 

some ot the early inoidents in the lite ot Benjamin. Both heroes 

are pictured as being the most original and clever boys among 

their tellow-atudenta. They are eapeciall7 pictured as leaders. 
ti 

In Vivian Grey the hero is called a•sed~us stranger.• Before 

leaving the school he said, •that if he could devise a new and 

exquisite method of torture he would ,~ pply it to the teacher 

who ~as the tirat to apply the word •stranger' to him.• It is 

most probable that this is an autobiographical passage. We must 

remember that the early school or Disraeli was anything but a 

Jewish school• Prejudice was rampant. Their conception ot the 

J9w was terribly perverted. The literature that had been published 

t o that time depicting the Jew was anything but compliment~y to 

him. The Jew was pictured in tbs worst light. They only thot 
• 

of him ae a vulgar, mean, avaricious, miserly , and contemptable 

aort of creature. They thought of h i m as a Obrist-killer, a 

cheat, a usurer or a low-down coward. Imagine then a J ew tr7ing 

to learn in t he midst of a crowd who cherished such thoughts 

aeainst his race. They called him a strapger and he resented it. 



As we glance over th~ early portraits of Benjamin Disraeli 

w~ oan see the semitic features stand out very olearl7. Be was -
a handsome youth but hie taoe betrayed hie nationalit7 at once. 

And it was brought home to h! m many times that he was ditterent 

rrom t hose among whom he dwelt. The passage in Qtnltarini Ploming 

.page 5.) ie quite expres sive of the feelings that he mast have 

expertenodti ae a boy. • They "·ere called ~ brothers, but •at­

ure gave the lie to the reiterated assertion. There was no s1m1l-

1tude between ua. Their bluo eyes, their f laxen hair, and their 

whit0 visaees. claimed no kindred with my Venetian countenance. 

Wherever I mov&l..I looked around me, and beheld a race d1f't'erent 

from mysa U'. There was no sympathy bet~veen my :frame and the 
(5 ) 

rigid clime whither I had been brought to live.• There is no 

doubt about it t hat ~e wa ~ l ooked upo~ ~3~ore1gner. No doubt 

'hey r l 1iculed his religion and hi s raoe. Georg Brande~ anal-­

y ~ea the :feelini s exceedingly well -- the feelings t hat Disraeli 

r.rue t have experiencsd at that time. • To f eel yourse l f disgraoed 

withou t b e i ne conscious of' ~ny f's:i.ult.? To b '3 l ook'Sd dew:~ upon 

because of your a npeare.noe, 7our father, 7our people, your r911g1on 

your r:tce . • •••• He learned tor the first time t bat he was a Jew, 
(6) 

Why should he sufte~ ~11 thi ~ f~ an:l :i ll t ho.t the naae implies . • • •• 

Such rra.3 1 undoubtedl7, the experience of hi s early school lite. 
the 

There hae been muoh c onJeoture as t oAfact ot hi s intense sam1iiem 

in lat ~~ life . It may be trus th~t much of it was inborn . But 

I thi nk that the greater a~ount ct it came fr om the bitter exper­

iences o:f his early life . I n that r es pect Disraeli was an epitome 

of t he entire race. That 1s · to say, that h1~ Semitism incre~sed 

unjer th~ oppressi on and rlj i cul e of the anti-S~m1 tes. Did he not 

go tbtu thes~ experiences, he never wo~ld have been such an ar~ent 
boa:Jter of h i s f'ai t h and apologist for Judaism. 
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The hardships that he enoounte,-ed in his earl1 ,.ears were 

not ao easilJ torgotten. The slurs that were cast upon J him and 

hie race onl)' tended to ba.rden the oharacter ot Benjamin Dleraelt. 
ted 

Be gritAhie teeth UJJder the ridicule and determined 1n hie bo,.boood 

that he was going to fight it through and make g1od. Be Jr:ne• that 

the odda were heavily against him, ret with his tarseeing •1• be 

looked into the tuture and planned oaret'U.llJ all details that 

VlOUld work toward reaching his final goal. Be wa.s uoss;Jegr that en­

viable trait, eelf'-oonf'ldenoe. And on top ot this he had an in­

domitable ambition. Th9se two qualities gave h11n enough oourage 

t o make lite interes ting• Vlhat be wrote in Contarin1 Pleming 
0 . 

1e true of himselr. • Indeed, ex1etenoe waa int~erable, and I 
(7) 

should have killed mreelt had I not been eunported by m7 ambition.• 

Prom the ver1 tirst he was detf)rmined to 11uoceed. • P'orti nihil 

d1ff1o1le • a.re the words whioh he inacr1bed on the banner of 

h i e first election. This supreme trust 1n hie oapab1lit1ee was 

characteristic of the man trom early childhood through all hie 

later rears. 

In 1821 Benj··.mi n !Jieraeli toun<l himaelt worl<"1ng in a law 

office, ;n the coF<pa 1y of Messrs. Swain, Stevens, at Frederick's 

Place , Old Jewry. he remained in this office for alJnost three 

7eare• He was the private secretary to one of the busi est part-

the tirm • D1sra.ol1 did not. regret the years he spent 

this law ott' ice. He onoe wrote of this experience, • It would 

e a mistake to suppos e that the two years and more that I was in 

e office of our friend w .. e wasted •• , ••••• when the oliente 

rived I did not leave the room, but waited not onlf t c learn 

busines s but to beoome aoquainted with mr f'Uture clients. They 

men of r,r eat importance-- bank directors, East 



(8 ) 
India. directors, merchants, bankers." In this of'f'ioe he must lave 

Gained a f'ine insight into men and human nature. This experience 

stood him in good stead in later years . It was at this period 

i n his life that his father made him soMe sort of of'fer to oon-

t i ue his studies at Ox:tord, but for sorr.e r eason or other he 

dd.d not r.v a.11 htmself' of' the of'fer. Ambitions of a ditterent 

nature were enurjne him on. It i s rcy opi r ion that while he was 

i n this office the dreams of one day becoming Prime Minister 

of' Ene;l and ~ere ta~ing root in his ~ind. The question was, hmr 

was he going to accomplish thia goal. It is true that he was 

a. Jew, Y')B1 a converted Zew. But that r.ade no dif'f'erenoe• He still 

v1ould be greatly handicapped. Some we.y , he must he.ve f'igured, 

there must be, i · which he could come to the :front. He had 

literary talent and he knew it. Be we.a goi nr; to employ it as 

::!.11 inetrtll!lent in introducing himself' bef'ore the English public. 

Once that he would be 1n the public eye, he felt tha.t a beginning 

, ould l ie roade on the ro:;d to success. And thus it was at the age 

of' tw: nty-two, "he went to bed a nane l es s youth" and awoke to find 

hi~self' famous. He bad written his first novel, fiv1an Grey. It 

took :engl and by storm. It we.a e. novel deptotinc ths political 

situation of the day. It was well done. Men discu~ sed it and 

were :rio-;t :l11X ous t o meet the author cf fivian Gr ey. \'/hen the 

author wa.e di scovered the gates of' eooiety were flung open to 

Eenjandr Disraeli. The f'irst great step on the la.elder of f'ame 

··a s ".chieved . 

LJ i sraeli was a very ~so~e 7outh. • be had lone raven -
l eeks , eyes br~.t;Lt with intel l i gence and vivacity, a r egul ar 

(" ) 
no~c , and ~ complexion of ultra- romantic pa llor." .is great 

o.mbition w~s to make a name ror himself. He was coine to do it 
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even at the expense of being notorious. Be was going to a 9pear 

~e a dandy in society. This woul d attract people's attention. 

And it worked. He was a. Pragmatist in this sense. In his book 

ca.lle4 S7bil he once wrote, • Everything in this world i s oaloula-
. (lOJ 

tion. • Yee, this ~ :ae oerte.1nly true of Disrae l i. He o&lcule.ted 

everything. He oalculatod his career with almost mathematical pre­

cision. One book tollowed another. He wrote c cntinuall7. He also 

wrote political articles for the newspapers. Steadily he was be­

coming well known to the public. He showed real literary t e.lent. 

His books we shall discuss in another chapter. su:ttice here to 

say that Bryce ,tha eminent wr1ter 1said of Disraeli, • He might 

have been a : r eat satirist, but he resolved to become a great 

s ta.tes!!lan. For auoh a. career hie Hebre• detachment gave him some 
(11) 

eminent advantages•. This statement is true. Disraeli was not 

content with being e.n author. His early l.iterar y works were mere-

ly a means t o an end. Be was deterr.i ned to make his mark as a 

statea~an. Ambition there vaa. Talent there was. Talent and 

o.mbi t 1on backed bf solid knowledge. But oh the obetccl ee? 

He s aw the dark road ahead of hirn. 
UP. 

He had made Ahi e mind t o 

oucceed and ther e was nothin[; to stop bin: in hie underte.kinr;. 

Thu R in 1832 he threw his hat into t he polit ica l ring. Hs stood 

~~ a r:'.dica l candidate for a s mall di strict i n Engl and . It is not 

i r our field t o discuss hie politics. Suffice i t to s ay that he 

utarted out ~a a r ndioal liberal. His earl~ strugr,l e to gain a 

•lace in the Houao of OOL'JJons i s a l one one. We oari.nct r;o into 

~e~aila. Suffice it to say that he ran for five years in success-

i on nnd was defeat ed four times. Yet he did not give u p. He 

had"s t icktoitivenes e•. He had pers evor·noe and pat ience that were 

marvellous. But he won out in the end. He r e: 1 a fifth time and 

i n 1837 Di s r aeli wa~ e lected a s a member for lhidetone. 
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"Everyth:ing comes 11' a man \'till only wait", wrote Disraeli 

once, in his tamous bock called "Tancred". He waited 1'or his pol­

itical chance a.nd at last it came. Thia r;aa the beginning or hie 

lori-8 career in ParliaJ:1ent. It was quite coincidental that the 

ce.:;inninr: of his political career should also mark the year of \ 

t he r ei oi of Quee~ Victoria, wi t h wpom Disraeli became so 1ntinate . 

In hie first speech in the Bouse ot Oommons Disraeli spoke on a 

certain phaae of the Irish que~tion. As we already said, he 

dressed like a f op . His clothes wero very Odd . As soon a s ha 

stood up to speak a slie;ht lau3hter aprea.d throu0hout the place. 

His s peech was interrupted bJ laughter and hissine mnny ti~es. 

He was unable to finish his speech be cause of t he rullanes s ot his 

adversaries. But before he sat now he made a threat whicl'.1 certain----.... 
l y did coma. true in later yea.rs. Be said he uas not at all 

surprised at t !1e reception which he had e;:perienoedJ t hat he had begun 

s everal times many thin5s and he had otten succeeded at last; that 

he ··1oulc s it down now but the ti:-e would col!le wh9n the y' would hear 
(12 ) 

H..1..m. ~ ! othj ng truer was ever said. Yea.rs later Disraeli beoaae 

the bie ~an in Parliament and men t rembled when he epo~e . It wasn't 

lor:g beforo Disraeli definit ely took his stand on the side of the 

Tori es . They were tho bigge nt and most influential party in Eng­

l i-i.nd. Disraeli wan s lowly gainin,- his tmy into fame. His position 

v:·~s becomin~ rr:oro s ecure right a long. Especially di e he strengthep 

hi s pos ition through his marriage to If.rs. Wyndham Lewis, in 1839 . 

She was the rr1:fe of his colle:igue who wns on the s ame ticket with 

hir.i when he ran f'or 11ai detone. She was wealthy. Thus social po­

sition and financia l i ndependence was brout:;ht t o him tbro~·,. this .--r.~rriece . In the conflict with Peel over the Corn Lawe, Disraeli 

t ook tho s ide of t he Protectionists. Thie was a big conflict . ~ 

'rhe protr.ict1on1s ts were a wealthy group but fortunately t hey hE4 



no able speakers to r e present them and thus Disra.e1li was picked 

:.G t l!e leader of their side. This strum:l e put him in the lime-

l i r;ht and gave to him :i great deal ot pror-iner ce1. When Bentinck 

o.nd Peel died D1erae.s..i wao t he big man 1n t he Houe1e of Commons. 

I n 185~ Derby was ohosen a s head of the Tory ptlrt1~ . It was bJ 

Derby that Disrae li wa s made Chancellor of' the Exo:hequer. A tew 

months later the tanous Mr. Glad.atone attacked moe1t veheEnt11., 

the budeet of' Mr. L1srae l1. This was t he first st.rugele that 

was t he beginning of the conflicts betv1een Glads tcine and Disraeli. 

The Derby ministry fell on account of th1a attack. For fourt oen 

years &fter this Disrae li became leader of the Opp~s1t1on. Besides 

contendinf. with a hostile majority, Disraeli had a. ha.rd time getting 

all the constituents of hie party to back hire. It wasrlt because 

they d i d not like Disraeli the man, but 1t was because the y fear-

ed they coula.rh. put &llJ trust i n D1erael1,the man who descended 

frori the Jewish race and whom they suspected of ha.vint; fore i gn 

ideas . On many oocasiona eepe~cially in the year 1861,they 

threa t ened to put him out cf of'f'ioe f or they fearee that it waA 

onaccount of him that the party was lag~ing behi nd . Lord Derby 

w:-.3 with him all t he time. At last t e t i r e c:irne v1hen he a.nd 

Derby carried t he Refer!"" Bill throut;h su cce e sfully. Thie we.a 

one of the gre~test triun:phe of Di sraeli. Lord Dorby' s health 

wn.3 r apidly deolinin~ a nd in the year 1868 ,when De,rby had to 

res i cn r:-·n account of his heal th~ t h o pos 1 tim· of Pri:me Hi n ister 

fol l to Benjamin Disraeli. At last he had reached his eoal. 

For t he firs t ti l""'e i n t ho h i s t ory of Eng l and a man of Je·,·rist:. 
ble 

rla cc '}nt wa.s e l 0cted t o t ho cmvia,. poa i t :! on. Disro.1e li knew his 

• :i.~-,.. t.ho1touchly. Bryce e a. i d of hirr- , " What he l acllted in e loquenoe 

e ~n~e up for by practical adroitness. No ~ore const.ilml'late parli-
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a~entary stragetist had been seen i n England. In 18?6 he paeeed 

into the u~per House. Beeideo beine the Prime Minister or England 

he had many other titles,-- Lord Privy Seal, Earl 6f Beaconsrleld, 

Viscount of' H\tghenden, and Kni • ht or t he Garter. 

Thus we have traced brierly the growth or the man who etart­

ed from obscure cornero, determin~d to make his mark throueh the 

thick of hostile enemies , and ultimately re~ohing the goal that 

he set ror hi?'llsel.f in earl)' manhood. 
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0hapter IV. 

It was Bryoo who referred to Disraeli as the man of a tf!lfl 

l arge ideas. This certainly is a true observation in the studJ 

of Benjamin Disraeli. Be was posses sed of a few big ideas, to 

which he subordinated ~ll hiG thoughts, ancl he pushed these big 

ideas to t he limit. One of these hobbies of his was hia philoso­

phy of Race. He was always willing to talk on this subject. To 

him, Race was the greatest thing on earth. The greatness of 

liUJnanity, in his mind, depended upon it. 

Disraeli tirst began to entnloiate his views on Race in 

his fa~oue book called Ooningsby. This book was published in 

Three years later, he repeated his conception, only in 

r.ore ~ etaila, in his other great book ca lled Tancred. These 

two b oolcs are novels and thus he expressed his own thoughts through 

t he 1nterrned1acy ot his characters. Later in life, he felt as 

thou~h he ought to embody his beliefs in essa y form and thus in 

h i.8 politionl biography of Lord GeorBe Bentinck he devoted an 

entire chapter to a discussion on t he Jews, in wh"!.ch chapter 

quite a ·ood deal of space i s nevoted to further ex~ounding of 

his Raoe ideas. We shull ma ·e no att0r.pt t o discuss these books 

1r. t he above order for that wi ll not be neo0::;sary. 
a 

Di srneli starts out with the ep1r,ram9_cio propo31t1on 
(14) 

other truth." Fro~ this he pro-th·"' t " all 1 a r ace, there i a no 

ceeds to analyze all the deduotions fron this prem13e. Be says, 

" Pr ogress and r eaction are but words to mystify the millions. 

They ~ea.n nothir-r; ,they are nothing, they ar o phrases and not facts. 

All i s race. In the structure, the decay,and the development of 

tho variou~ fa~i lies of man , the vicissitudes of history find their 

r.:a.in s olution . •; ( l G 'n1sra.el1 wan a great 1.nd1v1dua.11et and he be-



be lieved in t he greatnes s of individual character. But to him, 

"it is only as a personifi cati on of the race that t he individual 

a >pears gr eat." His picture of Sidonia, hie hero i n Coningeby, 

anrl of' Eva in Tancred confirm t l!ia thought. To him these two 

che.racters are grea t just becaus e they e.re e c representative ot 

t he i r ra.ce. Disraeli would make nationality depend upon race. 

I :- h i s whole conception, t he poi:!"lt i s clearly developed that 

~ithout the conception of nationality depending upon race, nat-
l . 

1onal1ty i s unexia1nable. It would be artificial in that oase and 

thus would be perishable. One reason Disraeli belie•res that the 

Jewish race bas s t ood the acid test is because its nationality 

w&s t he outsrowth ot a pure race. And hie idea i s that a pure 

r ace i s made cy blood. Says he, • Language and religion do 

not maY.e a r ace-- there is only one t h ing which ma.kec e. race anC. 

that is blooa.:<
1Ud hie next point is that a pure race is indestruot-

ibl e . From the truth of this proposition he explains the ~iraou-

:us existence of the Jew. Says he, • The fact is you cannot destroy 

a pur6 r a c e of t he Caucasian organization . It is a physiological 

fact ; a si~ple l ew cf nature, ~hieh has baffled ~gyptian and 

Assyri~n r:ings , Ro~an Emperors I and Cbristie.n Inquis i tors. No 

-onal laws, no ph1sieal tortures, can ef~ect the.t a super ior race 
(17 ) 

shoul d be absorbed in an inf'erior, or be destroyed by it. " I n 

: 1G book, Lord George Bent£ek, he r epeats the same thought when 

he says, " The world has by this time d i scovered that it is il:)­

poss ible to destroy the Je~e . • • •• • ( ~any exar.•plen quoted ) •••••• 

a ll of which proves, that it ia i n v~in f'or aan to atte~pt to 

ba.ff'le the inexorable l aw of nature which he.a decreed that e. sun-
.( 1,, ) 

er 1cr race shall never be des troyed or absorbed by an inferior." 

Dinrael i was certainly sincere in this view. He loved to repeat 

it aea in and a~air. 1n a thousand d i fferent ways. He took greatdelight 



in the f act that he was a deeoend nt of a pure and noble race. Be 
. . 

de lie;l'lted in dwelling on the superiority of' hie race and show lng 

how it has kept ite purity for thousands of 7ears. He loved to 

shori of f the greatness ot the Hebre" people: And 'to him its great­

ness was due to the purity ot race. In George Ben'tinck, he sap, ---------" ~t. greatness results trorl nhysical orga.niaatio:n, the conse-

quences ot which are shown in its energ7 and enternrise , 1n the 
{19) 

strength of its will and t he fertility of its bra11ns. • Disraeli 

W'.l. B never backward in proclaiming to the world jue·t what the 

Je\'! hne accomplished and contributed to civil1zat1·on. It was 

w1ti,{ super-pride that he would tel~r the work ot the Jew. In 
,., 

t he preface t o hie book Coni.ngsby he comes out ver7 stbnBly with 

t he t"ollowing decla.rat1on: " The Jews were looked upon in the 

ni ddle a ges as an accursed r aoe, the enemies of G~d and man, t he 

:;specia l foes of' Ohristianity. No 6ne in thoae days paused to 

ret"lect that Christianity waa tounded by Jews; that its Divine 

.\uthor, in bis human oapaoity, wa.a a descendant of' King David ; 

th.-:-.t h1e doctrines avowedly were the completion, n iot t he change, 

of Judaism ; that t l1e Apos tles and the ..:::.'vangelists, whose names 

!Tien .daily invoJred, and whos e volumes they embr~.ced v:ith reverence, 

~e~e all Jews4 that the 1nf'allible throne or Rome itself was 

established by a J ew; a nd that a Jew was a fo\llldeir of the Christ--
(:-:o ) 

i an Churches of Asia ." Disraeli kn~• al l th ·ee th : nge to be 

fo.ct s and since he saw t~..at t he Jew waa not gettini~ credit for 

hia contribution to humanity he took it u oon himsolf to utter 

the t ruth 0n 1,., very possible ocoa.s1on. In his O\m words, he says, 

he "thought the tir ie had arrived when aoT:le attempt shou l d be 
( ~: l) 

ms.de to do Justice to the race which t'otmded Ohrie1~ian1ty. " To 

hi:"'l, P.e.c e was the "key to History." This thought he br1D8B out 

c learly in the nowel that he wrote in hie latter yEtars, in hie 
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book called 'Bnd)'mion'. Saye Baron Sereiue i n Endymion , •Jo one 

wi 11 treat with indifrerenoe the principle of race.. It is the· 

!:ey of history." 

H: s doctrine of' raoe implied a belie~ 1n Ar1etoorac7. He 

oaid, • ft i s entlrel1 to the equa lity of' man and similar abstract 

dog1r1aa , which hav e destr o•:er1. ·.;1oiont society without oree.ti11.g a 
• ", I (22) 

s~tisfactory substi tute." In Ooningsby ha brings out the point 
m 

sonewhat clearer. Sayo he, " An ~ad r&oe of a f'irst,f-~te organ-

iz.1tion ar3 the Aristoora oy of Haturo . s uch exoellenoa is a pos­

i tive tact; not &nl imagination , a cere~ony, coined by poets , b laz­

onod by oozaning heralds, but per ceptible i n its physical advantages, 

~~d in t he vigour of' its unsullied idiosynoraay.,,,,,, He ( ~1ionia) 

- . ...... (23) 
,.,'\s persu :i.cl ed that organization would outlive persecution . 

\'/herov or he discussed tha idea of r ace he h ad t h o Jew i n 

·-ind . To hi r: the Jewish people represented a pure race. And be­

c ·"!.U39 they were pure h o sxpla.ino~ all their talent in all fields 

u~on tha.t fact. He did not l ook disinterestedly upon the suooes a 

~1~ hi~ 1 qualiti es o~ the Je~. He marvelloa i n th9n b9causa he 

hinself wa e a descend .1t of that r sce . He alwa ys f elt bi5 own 

b lood tru~111 whenever he r eoollaotod the hi s tory of his r ace. Be 

'.no cont inually pos s essed of the thou.::;:1t that he wa.s a pn.rt or 

tin iiebr:m rao<3 . He •'.)r petuu. :i. ly thou.:;ht h imsalf to be identified 

i;it:1 th1 f'ortunaa of h j s pAople. The Race 1 ~ ved i n hiM and he 

liv d i n the race. There was a c:utua l con:f' lux of thoU&ht aotitl{) 

a s the con."lecting link b e t,veen nisra oli and his race. 

PRmE Ql dOESTRJ. 

Thero never waa a man,living or dead, w~o ever took suoh 

inton;:ia pride in his anoeatr7. Disraeli has been accused of many 
i n 

t :1ini:;a" ·.1hich people claimed he was not sincere. . But ot a l l the 
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"\ccunatione ,strange to s a.y, no one ever claimed tba·t he was 1na1n-, , 

oer a in the pedantic show of his intense pride tha11i he took 1n 

hi s :lJ'lces try. In tact t hat was about the only t 11i1rig the1 admitted 
1 

n'.ln s incere ot Disraeli. And they exi8-1ned this p1ride b7 sa:ying 

t hat ho rm.a by birth anrl nature or a strong orien1~al temperament. 

~le wau a f'ore1311er anrl natura lly he would put his ~Jewishness on 

1 h1 gher plane than he would hie love :for Englan.-~ ; suoh was the 

opinion ot many or his a.dvors:iries and opponents . 

:rhe tact is be did have a d~J ep eympa.tb.J t'or hie race a.nd 

he tool~ 1Mmenae pride 1n the f a.ct that he was :. J e 1 by birth. Be 

reve lled in the aristocratic nature of his ancestors. He felt that 

he wao a ~reat link in a noble chain. In hie bool!:"Tne 'toung Duke! 

t he statement is made, and undoubt.~dlJ it i s t he f'e1eling ot D1s-

1'a.')11, • Bow 1mmea.eura.bly superior to the herd is t.he man whose 

~ather only i o taJ:10us! I maBine,then , the tselincs of ono who can 
(24) 

tr~oe hi n line through a thousa.nd years of heroe3 an d of princeo." 

TiU.0 s t atement expr~saee tb& feelinca of Disraeli correctly. He 

J i<'l feel that he des cended f'rom :1 royal bouaeo of' princes. This 

·::J.s jus t t !-le difference between his race and other re.oes. Vlhereae 

t h oy c a.ne fron ordinary c ommon etook, he came from a people that 

nero the 1ristooraoy of' t he earth a.rid !)eopl e who held direct com-

tmion with God. He looked upon the Hebrew Race as a breater 

:>JO;Jle trum :l.ny other Q"Oup. l'or t.his r ea s on he felt it a priv1-

1~~0 to con41der hims elf' a d escendant of that 11ns . And I have 

no rloubt t ho.t Disrae li was absolutely sincere in the matter. He 

d id not brag of hie ances try merely t o a.npear pedant.le. Be did 

it becaus e it w~s i n hi~ V9ry blood. And blood will tell. Again 

I ro poa.t tha t had Dieraol1 not been baptized ao a. 1boy and had it 

been l t'lft to h im to decide ,·;h en he became of age, I believe -------that 

he \'1oul d never h3.ve gone over to t he other side. He1 would have 

l 



re:.1ained a staunch and loyal Jew ti • the very end of his lit'e. 

Disraeli ueed his ancestry as a weapon to ward of't an1 gra­

t uito1ls remark or slur that was cast a~a.inst him. A noble anoeatrr, 

he thouglat, t"UTictions just in that capacity. Through his obaraoter, 

F~kredeen, in Tancred, Disraeli expresses his view. Says he, 

"~h~t is t he use of belongin~ to an old family unless to have 

the authority ot an ancestor ready ~or any pre judice, religious 
(25) 

or !X)litical which your oom~inations may require t.• And thus, t'rorn 

t his point ot view, Disraeli held up his ancestry as a shield against 

a l l taunts f'rom his adversaries. If they called him a parvenu 

he fluns baolc the retort that it was they who oa.me f'rom a"parvenu 

and hybrid race, while he himself spr·1mg from t he purest blood in 
(2 6) 

Tur-ope. '' \Vhen9ver any aspersions were cast upon his orig in or 

upon his raoo, Disraeli would take great delight in re~inding his 

Chri stian fellowmen to renember that, " One half of Christendom 
(27) 

worships a J ew and the other half a Jewe :::is." To hio t he pride 

of ances try exoelled all other pride in whatever it may ba. Says 

i10 i n on ' of hi s books , • There is no pride like the pride ot an-
( 2l3 ) 

C3stry, for it is a blending of a.11 t he emot10 110. " Yes, with . 

Di sr aoli it must have beon a very thrilling inns~ experience. It 

w.::;.3 in the early school days that he fir s t learne d the significance 

of beinr; a Jew. They made ~s life miser able , t t s a ems, !l.nd his 

only defense wae his :i.neestry-- the very thins that they ma.de f\ln 

of. Tho pride of anoaatry gr ew upon h~m. Gradually it anr.edded 

i t 3elf deeply in his very being. It lodged there as a thrilling 

a:":otional quality. It b~came a part of the man. His only sol&oe 

f r op t h•-? harsh, crue l , an" una.ripraciative rabble, was to be found 

in hi o anoeatra. l Past and the gr eatnes s of hia Race. Thia emotion 

r9:~n.1ned with Dis rae l i , not only i n his chi ldhood and youth, but 
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it ,;as ther 9 in evi d ence i n his ')ld a ge. The stor y i s told that 

~ft er he h~d f inished re~din0 a r adica l newspaper on e da7 : he 

turnerl t o Lord Rowton and s a id, • Fif t y y~aro a go ·t.hey cal led me 

?en adventurer and now, when they a r e v s ry ang y, t lhey cannot think 
') .. (29 ) 

of anythi n G more s ea.thins to s ay of ne ." The sto:ry goes : hat he 

pa.used a.~(1 r eflec t ed awhi 1 J and t hen a t wi nkl e c am1e into his e )"8S· 

"Just f ancy oall inG a f o llow an adventurer ~hen hi1 anoe aters were 
J29) 

pr obabl y or- int Uiate terras ·,11th the Queen of' She h~ . This i s a 

t r i v i a l story, neverthe leas i t bri nes ovt t he point , that .ven i n 
able 

hi s o l d age, aft '3r he had at tained envi" sucoe~ s ::md had all honors 

besto·::~d u pon him, his !i'lnd s til l reverted t.o his anceeto.r3 . 

Th i s quality wa s an a bso l u te pasaior. with lli m. 

Hi s ) r ide Of r~ce ;v3 3 not only a :: i ncidenta l passion wi th 

hi:r:. ':'he indicat ions or 1 t wer e not only c o!11"1n e'1 to 1 f ew s t r a y 

!J'?..1sa6e s h er e and t here. He boa.3t "!d of hi:J anoe -:;try when it w;i.s 

ab:JOl utely dangerous to h i s r ise to f'a.ne and 11sadvant acaous t o 

!':i!> t;r out :!1 1n many ot her r espects. Be never 41d c onceal his am-

bitions of becomin~ a great polit ica l figure i n ~~land. To do 

ti1is , i t would S99I:! t h?. t the :-ost :idv a.n t o.gao··s cour se to ?Ursua 

i70Uld b e to try and suppr ess h i s Hebrew ori~ 1.11 a s !:'!llch a.a poosible , 

'"3.Y , : . ..r even t'urther and ecpha:J iZ') the n o·:: f ·: i th 01f Christi a.ni t y . 

(~or i~:} ~-:-as bapt i zed .) Eut no, he doe3 not chone t o pur!1ue t h is 

courso. On t he contr a r y ~113 pri de of ancestry made1 him come out 

-·1t:!"1 h i s f ')e l in r-;3 and tel l t he world ex a.otly horr he f e lt on theee 

:-::at ters . I n hi ~ b ook3 he makes his ir·por:.;i.r.t he l"o ·:·'> " l~c~ h s r c•ir.c s 

Je\13 and J e·,-re saes and he pi cture s t h en in t he mos t com?lit::en tg.ry 

l i ,sht . He attribut es t o the~ a ll t he nobles t ·and praiseworthy 

r-;.c 1 c har ".c teris tice. He malce s them stand for abs1olute r a.c e -loy1:1.lty. 

tic imbue s the:.. rlith an int ~mse rac i .'.ll f'e e l i nc; . Tho,y s par k l e with 

inte~ lig~nco and t hey are wea l t hy and charitabl e a nn gcod. 
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Through their mouths he conveys all hie pet dootrinee on raoe, 

r el l gion and politics. It would s eem the.t by thus picturing tJae 

Jew in this favorable light he would be attending the del1oate, 

ari ::;tocratio sensitivenes s ot t i1e English. Hie Hebrew obaraoters 

s t ood out in bold relief from among the other English oharaotere . 
:i.nd there i s no doubt about it that it was hard for the Engllah 

t o swallow this picture of conditions. It J!!Ust be remembered 

that t he English publio at that time had a rather perverted idea 

about the Jewish people. Disraeli knew what he was doing. Be 

r ealized the cha.noes he was taking. Yet he felt that truth was 

the motive that must be emplo7ed. And his love ot ances try and 

pride of raoe prompted him to paint pictures in hie bboks that would 

cive Juotioe to the Jew. Ro matter what the consequences were 

he was ~oing t o t&ke the obanoe. 

Hot only was this true of his written word but he followed 

the s ::i.me principl es rieht in t he Bous e of Oommons. In the middle 

f orties ,···hen his f'c:.me was just beginninr; to be established ,he 

do.red t;et up in the Bous e ot Oonmons a.nd tal-:e up the cudge 1 tor 

t he Jews . He dared tell that hostile croup -- that group of 

bitter ant1-aem.1tee-jus t what the Jews were, how their treatment 

of t~en was unjust, what t he J ews had done f'or Humanity, and 

\Vh.nt th5y now deserved. He dared expound the Hebrew Religion to 

theri and e dared critioize oerta1n dootrinea in Christianity. 

His love and pride of race would have expression. Silenco on 

t ho -: e 3Ubjecta would have tortured him. Be spoke out all his 
l y 

t housbt a unreaerve4_. He did it at t he risk of' stunting his obanoea 

for political erowth. We shall relate and disous a the contents 

of the ~e sp~eohee in another Chapter. SUf'flce here to r elate one 

of t ile incidonts that tr:msp1red 1n t he House of OoI!'IJDOns. Lord 
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AahlAy was discusainb the question of Jewish Disabilities. Be 

o~id, i n referring to the Jews, • Their literature extended. 1n 

an u.nbrolr.en chain from the da7s of our Lord down to the present 

tioe.'
30

b1srael1 did not hes itate to l et this statement go b7 

unchallenged . He interrupted the speaker and said , • Jrom far 
130) 

beyond that. And then when Lord Ashle7 said, • True,for the 

Bon . gentlel':!.an (Disraeli) meant,no doubt, to throw into their -
literature the whole range of historians and pro!>hets of the O.T., 

Disraeli bubbled up with all the pride thllt he was oapable at and 
(30) 

ohout ed out, •Bear!-- Bear.~. 

There 1a one statement whioh ahowa intense pride ot raoe 

- c statement that had been attributed. to Disraeli b7 man7 people. 

Before I make any oonunenta on the statement I shall quota it. The 

s t at ement runs as .follows: • Yes,I am a Jew. When the ancestors 

of t he honorable gentleman who has flung this fa.ct in m7 face as 

a t aunt and an imputation -- when the ancestors of that honorable 

~9ntle~an, I repeat, were brutal savages on an unknown Island, mine 

·,r 3re priests in the Temple. I fe s l ever7 fibre of rny being thrill 
(31) 

\71th the tre.d1t1one of m7 people." It seems that a great man7 

~oopl ; who ~ow nothing e l•e about Disraeli aeem to know or rather 

think that Disraeli said the above st~rnent. low it ie ver7 proba­

ble th1t Disraeli made t his remark. It sounds l i ke Disraeli. But 

I !!IUst admit tha t I was unable to find it in any of his works. It 

is quite interesting to note that his otfioial biographer makes 

no mention of it and sinoe it is auoh a striking statement aurel7 

t his of all other atatementa ot pride would be mentioned first. In 

all my reading I only came aorosa the statement only onoe.rt is -.-
in quotation marks 1n an article ot Mr . James Realf' Jr. I cannot 

state the source of h13 information. I am convinced tba.t 1t ia not 

recorded in his spe~ea in Hansard. It would seem tbat it should 



-40-

be there,sinoe Mr. Real1' intimates that this statement was a retort 

t o a gentleman 1n the House ot Commons. I oould not tind the atate-

ment there. But I have a theory about it. 

one of tho3~ recurrent utterances that is 

I bele1ve the idea ia 
---~"Which 

prevalent andl'people 

attribute to some personage ot whom suoh a statement 11&7 bave 

come . In recent times a similar utterance la attributed to Judah 

p Be jami n. I myself' once. heard a modern rabbi give the atateaent 

i n ~ slightly di.f'f'erent f'orm. But the idea was the same. 

Beoause of' h1a liking tor and pride of race, his love tor 

various countries beoame a fact. Be loved Venice deeply tor 

t he simple reason that it was the haven of' ret'uge for his ancestors. 

I t cave them shelter f'rom the persecutions in Spain. It is very 

po3sible that he liked Turkey tor the same reason, n.3.lllely beoa~ae 

t~e Turk~ showed favor to the Jewish people. It seems that Dia-
good 

raal1 loved a ll people that ever did aAturn for his race. 

I n crder to justit7 his intense pride ot race Disraeli reat­

Qd not only n ">On the laurels of the past of the Hebrew people but 

he continually pointed to their gen~us of the prenent and even 
V' 

predicted what would co~e f'rom them. Be spoke ot the prsant gen1ua 

of hio raoo. Be said, • The creative gan1~a of Israel never shone 
(32 ) 

so bri~ht; The Greek is exhausted." Disraeli pointed with much 

~ride to the high positions of State occu~ied by Jews. Be said, 

"It was not a s a patron, but as an appreciating and devot,ed t'riend, 

that the High Chanc13 llor of Austria appointed Frederick Gantz,(a Jew) 
{33) 

socr etary t o the Congress of Vienna." Again .he remarks that •llet-

t ern5ch always employed as ma.n7 Jews as possible in the publ1o 
( 54 ) 

servi ce ." In Ooning3by he enumerates in a long list all ot the 

~re~t J ewish men of s tate. Sidonia says, " I ha4,on my arrival, 

an interview with the Russian Ministel~~~ Finance, Oounttganor1n1 

I beheld the son of a Litlm.e.nian Jew.• When Sidonia wentASpaln, 
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lle met the Spanish Minister, Senor Mend1zab1tl; .and he ea7a, • I 

beheld one like myself, the son ot a Buevo Christiano, a Jew ot 
(~6) 

A .~agon." It is a mistake ,however, wheri Diaraeli ref'ers to Soult ,. 
as a Hebrew. In his enthue1a"2!to boast of the Hebrew genius, Dis­

r aeli s ometimes attributed the 1"rong origin to men. Be made tbe 

rii s t a.lce also in ref'erring to Massena as a Jew. But Disraeli oon-

tiY'ues and gives more names. In Prussia 11don1a meets Ocnmt Arnim' 

a Prunsian Jew. And then ·Sidonia ends up hia speech to OoningBby 

1;y sa· -t.n .... , " Po you see , mr dear Oon1ngsb7, that the world is 

~overned by very ditferent personages from what is imagined by 
(37) 

t hose ·. :~· o are not behind the scenes.• In boasting of the great-

nens of' his race he sa7a, " We hesitate not to sa7 that there ia 

9.t this prasent time,and f'ollo\Ying in this only the examples of' 

~ long -periot., that so muoh delights and tasoinatea, and elevates 

-.n•l eriN019s .t.-urope, a s 1.he Jew1sh.'~9b1srae li aa1d, " The catalog 

i~ too vast to ~numerate ,too illustrious to dwell ~or a moment 
(39) 

or- ~acondo.ry names: The list of' J ewish talent that he speaks of 

:n his b oolc woul c f' i ll a little catalog m : itaelt. Be speaks o~ 

.T -a~·· ish ta.lent ao l eadinc in a ll bro.nchoe of human endeavor. Of' 

~00tr:,r he cormnents , " Great poets require a !'Ublio; we have been 

c0nt cnt w1 th the 1!"1D'lOrto. l me lodies that we sang more thatt two 
(t.iO 1 , 

t l.ou;irm d yeo.r::; ago by the water s of Babylon and we pt." He nentions ,, 
the -pr c:jp.et s a !3 the gre~tost noeta of all times and the Psalms eto. 

Ir philoso·)ny he mentions Spinoza. or mus ic he makes the follow­

·1 !i;; s tatement, " Enough f'or us that the three great creative minds 

t o vthoso exquisite inventions all nations at this moment yield, 
(41) ' 

Ro~nini, ll9yerbeer, llendelaeohn, are of the Hebrew race." He 

t;··.ys that all people yield their of'f'ering and do h omage to •the 
(42 ) • n 

sweet singers ot Iara.el." In hie b ook"Lord George Bent\ck"he 

~ivec a long list of the Jews who are artists of the drama, dancers, 



-42-

s in~ers etc etc. Disraeli eap, •You neTer .ob•el'Ve a. great tntel-

l oct ual movement in Europe in which the jewe do not greatl1 part.1-

oip&te. The f"irst Jesuits wer9 Jews; that m7eterioue Russian 

Diplow~cy which so alarms Western Eurone i s organized and prinoi­

pally ccrried on b7 Jews; that ~1ght7 r evolution which at this 

r onont i s preparing 1n Germany, and which will be, in f'aot1 a 

oecond and ,:;reater Reformation, a.nd of wh1oh so little is as pt 

knor;n i n England, is entirol7 4evelop1ng under the ausp1oee ot 

J e\'1s, who almost monopolize the prof'e ssoria.l ohairs or Gorman7. 
n 

t~eander, t he f'o~aer of Spiritual Ohr1et1e.nity and who is Regius 
( 4~ ) 

Profc~sor of Divinity in the University of' Eerlin, i o a J ew.• 

Thon he nentions the name s of' Benary and Wehl as bein& Jews. -- -
?.'1th r;reat pride he mentions the toll wing, • The ~roatest lea1s­

l :1tor , Moses, the greates t administrator , Solomon, and the 

ere~tu~t of reformers, Christ, were Jews. What raoe, extinct 
(44) 

or living,c:- r produce three suoh men as these," be asks. I r: hie 

f amous b o r·l: ''Alroy: the intense pride of r ac11 i s carried out 

to t he extrer.ie. It is one long eulogium on the wonderc of" the 

H')l·r eu r ace . About the ea.me tacts as the above are mentioned 

only Ti ith a great dea l more ot intensit7. And in :J\ll!!ming u p the 

· ... . :ol e matter of the Jewish geniu s Disraeli has thin to sa1 about 

i t ' " The un.'Ili.xod peraeouting r aceB disappear. The pure persecuted 

r uce renains . And at this moment, in s pite o-r t he oenturies, o~ 

t ho teno of centw ·ies , or degradation, the Jewish mind exercises 

o. vast inf'luence on the af":fn. irs of' Europe. I speak not of their 

l e.Vis whi ch you still obey, ot their literature , with which 7our 
. (45 ) 

r11r:ds are 3aturated, but o-r the living Hebrew intellect.• 

Di sraeli not only gave a. oneaided ~icture o-r t he J 3W. He 

·• ic,. not picture t he Jew alto8etl1e r in o. rosy light. He admitted 

n~c s~oke of their unpleasant oharaoteristics. J n one place be 



ror.:e.r!~s that • Jews contribute moro than proportion t o the aggre-
(48 ) 

fnte of inf'amr and vile. • Personally I ques tion the truth ot 

t i s atate~ent. I have not the t acts to prove or disprove 1ta 

validity. But granted that it is true, Disraeli iDDDediatelr 

ventures to apologize tor the condition. Saye he, •1n this they 

obey the law whioh regulates the destiny ot all persecuted raoee.• 

In other words, he is eatistied that this wicked trait is not an 

i nborn race characteristic, but one that 1~ acquired under adverse 
1 

e::ternal conditions. He ex11.aine turt her that • The infamous is 

the business of the dishonoured; and as intamous pursuits are 

:;ene1•ally 1llego.l P'fsuits, the 1r4iecuted race •••• will be most 

:mccessf u l in comba\1ng the law." As tar as crime i s concerned, 

Disraeli s ays that •The Trumpet or Sinai s till s ounds in the 

Je\·1ieh ear and the Jew 1~9~ever seen on the scaf'f'old, unleae it 

be at e.n auto da fe'. • In another pasoage he emphasized the 

point tha.t• t he Jew is sustained b..1 a aublice religion •••• and 
{50) 

t~ereforo is rarely demornlized.• Be bri ngs out the tact that the 

J JY: never deGraded as much as the other persecuted raoes . "Viewed 
cN 

jn t h jn light, the degrfdation ot t h e Jewish raoe 1s a lone a 

at r1ki nu evidence of its excellence, r~r none but one of the 
(5 1) 

[;roat races coula have survivsd the tr i l s it endured." 

After Disra eli had placed t he J ewish race on suc1)1h high 

:ede 3tal, he oooes t'orth with his conclusion, that •no existing 

r ace is s o cuch enti tled to t he estee~ and gratitude of' Society 
(52 ) 

e.s t he Hebr ew ." His whole a pologetic s t andpoint was taken, not 

only for the love that he hacl of talkine; about the merits ot hie 
t 

r ace, but for t he purpose of comb~~ing the prejudices that were 

l:c l d b y his Chr-1st1rui fellowmen. It seems that he wanted to re-

r.:ucc; t r_a i r bi&-conceptione and pr e judices to absurdity and 
t ha: .... 

put o.n encl to A once and forever. 'l'hat he helped to alleviate 

(47) 



t he grievances and hard f'eelinge of the Gentile against the Jew 

in En13land there 1s no doubt 1n my mind. Disraeli was bold 

ard absolutely tea.rlees in hie praise ot the Jewish race. At 

t ir.1eo hie utterances V1ere considered as insolence and insult to 

the Christian ear. But he cared not.,f'or he believed that he was 

t !:' lling the truth. I believe that,to a remarkable extent, D1sr~el1 

was re t3 pons1ble for the •ohanga in heart • of the Christian atti­

tvde toward the Jew. \Ve shall discuss more of thi s later. By 

boacting of the high position of the Jewish race Disraeli pleaded 

f or a hi gh regard of that race froM all people. He once said to 

tho people, • If' you were sincere, you would acknowledge that it 

i s to the Jews a.nd to Judaism that JOU are indebted tor a.11 your 

r.:ost pr ecious treasures, and instead of' oonteming and persecuting 
~53) 

the1:: , you r1ould hold them in high esteem. He pointed out to his 

f c l lovnra n t hat 1t was dangerous to the society ot Europe tor 

ther.• t o a llow the sbametul treatment of the Jews to continue. I n 

his fa!"'oue essay on the Je·ws he remarked, " It remains for us to 

not ice the injurious consequenoes to European Society of the 

course pursu~d by the communities to this race; ••••• existing States-
(54) 

nen should ponder." And finally he pleads with his fellowr.ien 

tho.t t hey ehouln encourage the J ew. In speaki·ne; of" the Jew he says, 

"Their bias is to religion, property a.nd natural aristocracy; and 
g 

it should be to the intorest of Statixnen that this bias of a great 

r u.co should. be encouraged, and their energies and their oreat1ve 
(55 ) 

P' ·VTer:i should be enlis ted in the cause of existing society." 

Iiin one great wish was to see this condition realized. He was angry 

'J.t t l:e narrow prejudi ce disple.yed by hi s fellow Obriet1ans • And 

ho na.rnec1 t hem right in Parliament that if t h8y didnt extend this 

nclcome hn,nd to t he Jew he would t¥spite of' it reach his goa l apy­

~1ay. "They are not a new people who have just got into notice, and 
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w ho, if you do not reoognize the i r ola.ims, ma1 disappear. TheJ 

ar e an ancient people, an enduring people and a people who 1n 
(56) 

the end have generally attained their objecta." Thie utterance 

r er.i nds us very much ot the statement that he himeelt made 1n 

the House of Commons when his enemies hissed him. and he said, 

" I have begun man1 things manr times and at last I have succeeded.• 

Ir)Spite of the opPos1ton he made his mark and he predicted the 
I 

same destiny tor hie own people. Be had conf'idenoe in his race. 

One could write a smell thesie in 1teelt on the ef'f'eot 

thn.t. J cruealern )or rather ,Palestine, had upon Disraeli. Bothing 

ol s e provad such an intluencing factor 1n his lite as did this 

~ncient coun try ot hie ancestors. It influenced hie lite, hie 

writing!l and religious points ot view. It vras the one great source 

of 1nsp1r~tion for him. 

In his youth he had an intenae longing to one day visit 

t he ho~e ot his forefathers. Be wanted to tread upon that holy 

soil, to partake ot the inspiration that was maniteated to his 

f "'..ther s of old. Be longed to s ee that marvellOU3 le.nd " which 
(57 ) 

\7n.r- t he cradle or the r ace ." He thought of the holy mcnmtains 

f ron ~hich went forth the Law that set the standards of living 

for the entire world. Be wanted to eee the l and of t he Temple, 

t he pro·1hets ~and priests of Israel. As George Brandee pointed 

out , " A p1lgr1nage to those lands (Pa.lestine ) •~a to him not 
(58) 

only c l ongi nc desire but a r e l1e1on: His own teolings were 

l nter well ex~reeeed in the ch~recter of Tancred 1n the book b7 

the ea.me nat'le. As suggested bf Proude, the main reason why he 

did not go to PalestiJle sooner than he did was perhaps due to 
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financ i a l reasons. I hardl7 thin~ s o 1beoause at the time h1• 

f a t her wa n quite well-to-~:aa.ncl I arr sure that hie rather would 

hn.v0 gl adly sent him it heAoared to go. Wh&tev~r the reason m&T 

have been
1
we lmowras a mat ter or f"aot,,tha.t a family by the name 

of' Austens came to Disraeli and fixed it up s o that he oould oarr7 -

ou.t his p l ane. It so happened that a gentleman by the name of 

·:.'i llian lllereclith went with him on the trip as his oompanion. Mer-

~11tl. was engaged to be married to Sarah, Disraeli's sister,e.tter 

ho c~e back f"rom the orient. Unf"ortunately he died beforo leaving -
Alexc.ndr1a a.nd Sarah remained si~e all the rest of her days. 

~iGraoli made this f"irst journey in 18311 that is1he was in Pales­

ti~o i n t hat year. As a matter ot fact be started on the trip 

so~owh~t earlier, but he visited other places first. Before he 

l~ndon i n Jerusalev he had been in Conste.nt1nople, Syria, and 

The impressions gained from this journe7 had a tremendous 

influence on all his written works, especially in such books as 

T·i.ncr ed and Alroy. Thero is no doubt about i t that bis political 

tl~eori ~ s on the Eastern ques tion were to a great extent s hap:>d 

by tho i mpres sions· from JU.a eastern journey. •the Orusad.ere 

l oved t he city (Jerusalem) tor heaven's sake, f'or t he salvation 

11hich the conquest of 1 t was to procure f'or t hem but he loved 
(59) 

it for t he sake of t he race ;·:hioh had built it. " His passion 

for ~eruealem f ormed the romantic side of Disraeli. He had an 

orio1~tal inclination l ong before he went East, but there is no 

doubt. that the Palestinian journey heightened his already dcep­

a~ated orient~l feelings. Bis rather was posses sed of the s ame 

f e1JU 11g . It may have been an inherited quality with Disraeli. 

·:.'hether t he r eeling was inborn or acquired the tact remains that 

he waa exceedingly happ7 in this holyland. As Brandes rer.tarked, 
(60) 

"~very inch ot the land reminded bi· of Israel's greetnees." 
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For him, Jerusalem had a world signitioanoe. sa1~ he in Tan.ored, 

" The view ot Jerusalem is the history of the world; it 1s more, 
(Gl) 

it l s the history of earth ~nd o~ heaven.• To him 1t was a land 

peculiarly s anctified and divinely endowed. Tancred says, • I 

feel persuaded that the country sanctified by auoh intercourte 

and such events must be endowed with marvellous and pecUliar 

~ualities, which man ma7 not in all &&es be competent to peneteate 

but which, nevertheless, at a ll times exercise an irresistible 
( 62) -

i nf" luence upon his destiny." Por this reason Tancred i s anxious 

t o vi ·it the Hol1land. Por t hi s reason Disraeli himself thought 

it t o be such a marvellous oountr7. In other words he thought 

i t to be t he great land ot r evelation. Tancred in his conversa­

t i on with Sidonia, the wonderful Jewish character, says· "that 
(53 ) 

ins~iration i s not only a 41Tlne l;Pi1t a looal quality.• to which 

Gi doni a answers , " You and I have some reason to beli6ve so ; I 

bel 16ve that God spoke to Moses on Mount Horeb, and you believe 

th.at he v10.s crucified, in t he person ot Jeeus, on Uount Calvary. 

Both were.at leas t carnally, children ot I srael: They spoke Hebrew 

tc the Hebrews; t he pr ophet s were only Hebrews; the apos tles 
{64 ) 

1.er o only Hebrews·. • •• etc. etc.• Thus we see that thru his 

ch~racters Disraeli looked upon Jerue&l em as t he great land that 

i nspir ed t he genius es of all times~ Tancred i s f i rmly convinced 

that , "Some ce les tia l quality, d1st1neuish1ng it t~om a ll other 

cli~ea , muot forever lifl8er about 1t ••••• I ~ induoed therefore, 

t o bel ieve that it i s part ot the divine soheme that its i.nrluenoe 
( '35 ) -

should be local..• Ta11ored is 1ntont u pon going there. Si donie. 

not i ces hi s intense longi ng and says to him, " It appears to 

~e , Lord Montaoute (i.e. Tancred ) that that what you want is to 
{ 116 ) 

penetr at e the great Asian myst ery/ to which Tancred ans\Jers, • 

• 
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"You have touched my inmost tbougl t." Thu.a we get to understand 

what Disraeli meant b7 the rather mJstica l expression, •The Great 

Aoian Mystery.• It wae the idea of divine Revelation originating 

i n the ancient land of Palestine. Disraeli uses this expression 

r,any times. 

Some writers entertain the thoueht that while Disraeli was 

in Jerusalem he contemplated seriouel7 the idea that he should 

spend his etf'orts in r estoring Palestine to the race of Hebrews. 

I t i s quite probable that such a thought ma1 have glided through 

hi s mind. Hie passion tor Jerusalem and hie raoe certainly justi• 

f y t he contemplatl~n or such an endeavor• Brandee'remark is quite 

oorr Act, I believe, when he says that Disraeli gave up the idea 

thinJci nc that such a task would be a limited pror>oeitiob. The 

o.mcit i ons of Disraeli were decidedly higher than that. The faot 

i s t hat his mind was diverted from the thought by the conditions 

that. r:ere r aging in England. The so-called Reform Bill v:aa causing 

,.ro::i.t consternation in England,and ae Disrae li was vitally intereet-

5 · i n i t , he wae,by 1t,oalled back to England. 

\"e can not pass over t he subject of Jerusalem without men-

tin11 i nr the fa.ct that Disraeli, if he lived in these days, l(OUld 
P. be l~heled a Zionis t • .rust asto t he pr~hets , the land of Palestine 

111:·' the r ace of Israel ¥:ere insepar able . When he thought ot the 

r ".c9 he al so had t he l and in - ind and when he tho\18ht of the land 

!·e nssoci a.ted along with it t he people. Bis pass i on for Jerusalelri 

rc~l · y nMounted to the i dea of a r e-establi shment or the Hebrews 

iro t heir own land. Die utterances 6n the subject would lead us 

to believ e that he cherished this idea as a sincere hope. Be oon­

t i nua lly .drea.t"ed of such an outcome. Be,however,wae not the t'1ret 

to advocat e t he reatorntion of t he Hebrew r ace. In the earl1 part 

or the nineteenth century oany people advocated the restorat i on, 
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0 :: course, doing it t"ro!: manifol d motives. The main rea son tor 

t he ~dvocecy of such a propos ition wae political. It was looked 

t\pon a !1 a. buf'ter-state and f or that reason the power t hat bad 

Pal eot1ne under control would have a decided advantage as far 

as pr ot ection in that v i oinity was oonoerned. Ho doubt, this 

\ma t he r eason of such :! pamphlet trorn t he pen of the Ene;liahman 

!lo.l l inc;snorth w!·o, in 1852 ~ Wa.rt:llf advocated the r estoration of a 

J el.r i · h State in Palestine. The motive here , of course , was the 

U i r ntee of protect i on of the route to India. Bismarck, too, 

ent e1·t a.ined the idea. It is my opinion that Disraeli, in ad­

voc~tin5 the restoration, did it mostly beoause of his sympathe­

tic f eeli ngs for the r ace. We have already spoken of hie intense 

pazGi on for the colllltry and f or the people• Hie idea was that 

i f th~ Jews had their orm home land agal~ they wouln be inspired 

as i n t he days of yore and the greatness of the race would , there­
have already 

by, bo assured. WeAexpounded his theory or t he purity of the 

i:-.;b r e ·; bl ood. By havinG their o-;m l and, he t"e l t that this oon­
vi 

d.it i on had a better chance of surv1.ng• I !:•Daviu Alroy" he says, 

" It r.ruot not be, it must not be; t he royal bloOd of twice two 
(G8 ) 

t housand yea.rs, it must not die, di e lik ~ dr eam." The continu-

ity of the race of t he Hebrev.-e was of utmost 1mportanoe in hie 

~dvocacy of the re-est ablishment of t he neople in their own land. 

• 
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Oh:::.pter v. 
DISBAl'1·1 MR B.ELIGIOR. 

As s matter of f'act,we know that BenJarnir. Disraeli was not 

.· !i 'led in a r eligi ous environment. Bis f'ather• e h.6me did n ot otter 

h i;· any rel1e;ious influence. His father, a.n we havo mentioned before, 

r: .:J ,, f r a-thi nker in religious matters. In fact none of his anoee-

La!' s seeMed to be overly relieious. Hie grandmother was an anti­

sor i t J . She cursed t he ver y idea of being a Jewess. Thus, when ne 

c ~ :;o t 1"I note ths.t Benjamin Disrae li possessed a deep religious 

:' 3e lin[; we s earch i n vain to discover the trait in one of' his tore­

:.:-.t:1 :r s . It does not seem :ia thou[;h th:J characteristic was inher-

.:. t. ~\ . And yet , to say t hat it was entirely acquired would also 

_., .:.r f ror: tho truth. Thar·: war~ many forces at work in th3 mold-

i c_, t :m r ligi ous attitude of' Dis rae li. In the first place, 

.:~ • .. '.'..::> :i ,raw, an 1 th3 reli0i ous attitude i s more or les s a.n inherent 

!.''"1.C .~ inr ,.cteristic. In the second plo.oe, his s on s itiveness t o the 
. 

·t i - :.·J .:tic r e!!la.r '!: 1ncroaaed h is l ove f"or his 9aopl e and his 

·1 :i on . Theso bit ~ar r emarks drove him t o the positio'"' where 

::-. !1 • ~ t o justify a.nd exalt his r e lielon. In t he process of the 

,, 1f1~1s '3 h i:: love f or it wao increased. In t he third pl ace , ;·;e 
t~at 

-· 1 ·.t r:ent i on the fa.ct ,_for any one '1ho had politica l aspir'ltione, 

t: n l"') l i..:; i ous attitude of t he candit.iat o wao n. lmos t essential. No 

doubt t hese wero the force s at worl:: 111 Disraeli. Bryco i s quite 

r:i. ...;: t in r emar1{i n [; that" he ha.d an historioa l interes t in religion~ 

At t:1e s a.L!e time he saw a great many beneficial r e:Jults in the 

c:xts t once of r 3li r;ion. 

In "Lotha.1r" he saya, "Re ligion s h ould be t he rule of" life, 

not a ca:Jual i nc ident in it." I n t h e s a rie booi:, he baR his 
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c o.r i:U nn.l Grandis on say, "Relic 1on is c tvilization, the highest; 

it i3 a recl~mation of man from s avagenes s by the Almighty." Dis­

r:i.~ li believed tlw.t the higher Asiatio r e lis ion was an absolute 

';:J')ntial f or all Europe, for l1A b e lieved that with ov t it all 

:uro1··~ ·:1ou l cl ar;ain s ink into heathen worship. 

!f'ron !iis book'~ Lotha.1~ wo gather that the opinion ot Para­

c l ete ref lects hi s orm belief a n to the persona lity of the Oreator. 

-::i.:rs P" raole t e , " Is it more unphiloaophioal t o believe in e. per­

l:>osn l Liod, omni uotent and omniscient, than 1n natural forces un­

con3cious and 1rreaistiblef" As far as hie belief in t he soul is 

cor1cor ned W'3 obtain hia oonoeption from ·his book "Venit1a~ Here 

• • 3 Ga.~1 !3 , " Plato believed ,,a!ld I believe with hfr•, in the ex1atenoe 

of ' 3!Ji r 1t ua l antit1pe of' the ooul, so that when we are born, there 

i s nor.ieth ing wit hin us which f'rom the ins t anoe we live and move 

t!1i r tP s afte r it s likeneso . Thiu p!'Opens1ty develops itsel!' with 

th" a.evelopment of our nature." AG&in i n"Lothair"he says , • The 

... 1 1 r equ i r 9s a sanctuary.• Disraeli T.rae more or l ess of a Univer-

:J ·.li ~t i n h i s r Jlit;1.oua v1ewa . :!e ..:i i 1 not limit !'ali3ion to any 

. · ~ :: ":· ·1 .:· 0:··.?cl . • ."hat is your religion!~ ::>.el:ecl Lothair . " The 

t~·l:_.., rc l1 ~,1on .I thin J: . I worship in a church wher9 I b e lieve God 

·1 "'l ll'- , o.rnl dwell::i for n y guidance ancl. !ly cood , my conscience." 

1:1 ... i rten o:f r e lic i on 13 beautif"ully brou[;ht cut by Cardinal Grand-

i :· n ~ i ··· " i.othair~' when h e has him say, " All thin(';B that are 80od 

'l:-,'1 he -:utifttl mal:e U G more rel)~ioue . Thay t end to t he development 

<-: ' -, r c li[;i oua principle i n us, wh ich i s our d i : i ne nature ." 
..:J 

Ir ''. :-:1Bech a t Glo.a~ow, Disraeli s a id, " The spiritual nature of 

: ·· ·- i - ::; tront;er than code s or constitutions . No government os.n 

:·. 'l..:i.··e ·,.-l J..i ch does not Pacooni ze t hc..t for itc f o\aldation, and no 
,.. 

10 i .~lation i~~~ ~ r1h ich doe s not flow from its foundation. As time 

1 :~ - ·rirl~·, into de.J and nicht, so r elit::;ion r eGta upon the providence 
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of cod and the roeponsib111ty of man. One 1~ man1fest,the other 
(1) 

i 3 r ysterious; ~ut both are divine." 

DISM.ELI ~ m_ C8tJRCH. 

Dis raeli wo.s one who a l wr--ya wis hed the Ohurch wall. Be had 

~,!1"'} creo.t cs t a.drniration for t he Church as a.n institution. Be believed 

in 1ts po\'rer tor g oor1 • lie himse lf was a r egular attanda.nt at ohuroh. 

Tr. -snc of his books ho once s a id, • What the soul i s to the nian. 

Chur ch is to t h e world." Disraeli looked upon the Church as 

r f t h : gr eat est tocl s 1n the early d evelopment of England and 

in :,is clay he considered it a s tho sacred 1m1titution that could 

a::(~ ·,;oulcl build up and maintain the ' Semi tic Principle' s o essential 

to :-.11 th:: · :orld. In" Lotha ir" he says, " The Cburoh cone s forward 

·nu · .. i t hout equi vocation otfers to establis h direct relations between 

Philosophy denies it s title, and d isputes its poWBr. 

-~~· ' I:ecause they are founded on the supernatural. '.'.'hat i s t he 

su ''1l"r"'.tur'.l. l? ~an there be e.nythine rnore miraculous than the ex­

btenc ; of' man and the world! Anything more literally supernatural 

t1:~n t.i.n or1e;1u of things T The Church explains what no one alee 

~retends t o explain, e.nd which everyone agrees, it is of first 

:-o~ · ·r~t ~hould be made c lear." In a speech at Oxford he stated his 

r eesons very clearly as to nh y hn thought the Church wa s so impor­

to.nt "'.n 1nat1 tut ion. In this speech ha brings out the fact that 

1~ th" r o war<; no Churoh,then man would set up altars in his own 

hoo.rt . He wou ld worzhip idols etc, etc. In the pret'a.oe to his 

bod: "Coninr;3by~ he said, • The Ohuroh is a sacred corporation for 

ti10 pror:iul gation and maintenance 1n Europe of oerta in Asian prinoi­

nl es which, a lthough looal in their birth, are of' divine origin and 

et Jrn~l application.• 
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Disraeli looked u pon the Churoh as an institution that lent muoh 

strength to the nati onal character of England. Said he, • The 

church of .::ngland i s not a mere deposi tOry ot doctrine. The 

church of Et18land is a part of Eni:;land-- it is a part ot our strength 

and u part of our liberties, a part ot our national character. It 

i r ~ chief' eecurit1 for the local Government, •••••••••• It is a 

pr i nciple barrier aga inst that centralizing supremacy, which has 
( ;; ) 

been ir. other countries so tatal to liberty." Although Disraeli 

was a warr. advocate ot the existence ot the Ohuroh ot England, 19t 

ha wo.s not blind to its f aults and s.hort con1inge. And he assigns 

a r o"' .. son for ite deol1ne. In the book "Tanored" he remarks, •t'he 

Church of Bngland,mainl7 from ite detioienoy ot oriental knowledge 

which has been nnd fro~ a misconception or the priestly character 
( :3 ) 

t he consequence of' that want, has fallen of late years into straits.• 

Dinr·aeli was not one who was narroYI in his relieioue attitude. In 

fact he h.~d a broad point of view. It is true that he wanted to 

see unity but unif'orrr.ity was not necessary in reli~~ion. To him 

tho various Church parties existing at one time were a beneficial 

idea . Says ha 1 " I look upon t he existence of parties i n the 

Church as a necessary and beneficia l consequence. They .have always 

e:·i sted , even from· apostolic times. They are a natural development 

of the religi ous sentiment in man, and they r epr esent fairly the 

tl 1rf'erant conolue1one at which, upon . subjects that are moat pre-
('~ ) 

ciouo to him, the mind of m~n a~rivos." 

Disraeli hoped that the Church would be the one great agent 

i n r.inki nr: t he world \Dlderste.nd the Jew. In other words he wished 

the Church to be the connecting link bet\7een the Christian and the 

Je\': . He asks, " Ie it not the f irst business of the Christian Church 

to rnal:e the po!JUl ation wh6se minds she a tteapte to form and whoseJ5 ) 
nor o.l n she seeks to guide acquainted with the history or the Jews'l 



Aga i n he a.ska, " Has not the Clrurch of Christ - the Chri.st1an Oburoh, 
) 

i;hether Roman\ Catholic ,or Protestant - made the History of the lews 
~ . ( · ) 

tha most c elebrated history in t he worldZ" To undereta.nd this atate-

t!1ent we must a ppreciate the faot that what people generally oalled 

Christianity he was prone to oall j{ Juda ism. ChristianitJ to him 

wo.s •cot:lpleted Judaism•. Vie shall discuss this more i n detail 1n 

a followi ng chapter. Throughout Diarae11•a works ne find that he 

assumes a remarkabl e likint; for the Catholic Clmrch. Be looks 

with admira tion on "its active organization, mystica l doctrines, 

ma:·i c ··.l means an,, pra.ction.l ends." But underneath it all the reason 

for his l i king the Roman Church ma1 be given on the ground or 

t he a tato~ent in h i e book Sybil, where he s a ys,'' The Ohurol1 of 

P.or:o i s to be r os pected ac the only Hebreaco-Chris t1a.n church extant." 

H; l ovoa anythin~ that had i ts origin in Juda i sm. This point firmly 

.:s t arlished i n h is mind, it YTas quite easy for Disraeli to show 

t li:-.t the J ews who were the real worshippers of t he SeI:litic principle 

ha:! ~ r i t;ht f'ul place in England, since the Anglican Church wa:J. the 

~0~1itic-1Jrinciplc r epre!! entr ': ivc in Sn.gland. I n ta.1:i ng thi a point 

0:' ~i L: :irnl ar-;ui n.:; for Jew1eh rights ha did not hav e to de~y that 

!..:~~ ~ ta~ .n -po:-seased a cr eed. 

This brings us to so.y a few wor·ln on Disraeli' a ide a o:' 

cJ·,urch -1.:1d s t ate . " ~·.'bat I unders t :ind by the union of Church and 

~b-:-1 i :> ::i.n a r r a.n5ement which r end er s the St ate r e ligi ous l:.y inveet­

i n.::: · ~utl!orit.y with the highest sanotiona t he t can influence the 

; ·:~t:: cnts :ind convictions and consequently t he conduct of t he sub­

j3ct, ·;rhilat, on t he other hand, that union r enders t h9 Church- using 

t h .t epithet in · its nobl est and -·urest s ense- political; that i s 
• 

t o 3ay, it blends civil authority '11t h e cc l e siastica l i nfluence ; 

i t 1.efinea a.nd def·~nds the right!'! of the lai1 y , ancl prevents the 

Church fr om subslding into a saoer dota.l oorpo '.":ltion . " (7 ) 
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To ·"iaras li a union of Churoh and Sta.;.e meant a guarantee of rel1g­

iou:1 l i berty. In expounding thig noint he eaid, " •.•• I tberet'ora 

hol d that the conneotion between Ohuroh and state is really a guar­

ant·:ie of r e ligloua liberty and to1erat1on just a.a much as we sustain 

by othar m9a.ns the standard of value. U' yo~ 11iah to break up a 

state, a.nd destro) and disturb a country, you can never adopt a t 

nor·::. cffootual method than by de s t r oying at the same time - the 
(6 ) 

standar d of value and of t oleration." And in the same epeeoh he 

!:'. ~id further, " It is because there is an Established Ohuroh that 

w9 have achieved r elieious liberty and enjoy religious toleration, 

a~1c1 without the union of the Church with tho Sta to I do not see 
. 

;;·hat s3curity there would b e ei~her tor religious liberty or toler­
(8 ) 

at~on. " 

!Jm. SElilTIQ.. PRIUOIP~. 

To appreciate D1araa l1's conoeption of Christianity and 

c:' .Tudai11m -::t4' !'1UBt understand exa.otJ.y wbat he meant by his oft­

z·el1an..tar'l phrase , 1 Semitic Principle t. As we CO!'le to understand 1 t 

·.·; ') :Jhall see how it was the basis of his whole r eligious point ot 

vi ·;; . It v:ae t he premise of all his l 'ft e r r e ligious oonoeptions. 
0 

He enphasized it in all h i s Yrritl~._;:l ~md .JP = ~i1") :-. ,~o;• to 1!i:·1 i t was 

t ll-: fmmd;itior~ of all his othar convictions. In one of hie books 

ho -rit es, • The Jews ra!>resQnt the Semitic principle; all that is 

3- iritual in our n~ture. They are the trustees of tradition and 
I 

th'J conservators of the r G11g1oue element." The French Revolution 

,.,.,. : 1-: attempt to overthrov: th9 religi ous principle aml substitute 

for i t a reign of re~aon. But,a s history proved,that was a tutile 

1tt1;;rpt. Reason was n ot sµf'ficient to guide man on the moral 

~at~ . Thus reaction s et in and under the Romantic 1nf'luenoe an 
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~tt 3~?t was m~de to restore the religious prinoi?le It is very 

obvio1:!l hor; Disraeli tell under t h e spell of the Ro:me.ntio movement. 

Hi ~ w::ola conoept1on of Race, Conservatism,and Rel1,g1on oan be ex-, 
plai~ed by it. It gav e sanction t o these pet i deas or hie. Yes 

r:c !!lay even say that Disraeli's ideas were molded b7 the movement. 

~o Di sraeli, th3 movement evem~d to b~ a reaction , Semitic 1n nature, 

tc ' the Aryan attempts at emancipation'. The reaction was an added 

··r oof t o Disraeli or the superb strength of the Semitic principle. 

i n::Ucating to hil:! that it was an essentia l need in t he life of ~­

ope . H~ did not hesitate on a.ny occasion t o advooats it 8l1d give 

~::::: Hobrer.s oredit for its origin. In tact this idea was to him 

t :::; .::;r~at apology for the existence and tho oontinuit7 of the Beb-

:· J · rf.c~ . \'ibat capital he made or this Semitic principl e we shall 

L-!· i :·:... out in the f ollowing page s or thl s the•1•. 

VIV.75 Q!. CHRISTIAJffil. 

:-.j1~n Di sr1e l i wa s twe lve yea r s of a g13 his father had hie 

t 'l:"Jt:.z-:vl . FroM tha t moment h e becane a nomina l Christian . To what 

·:t :?:i t he a s air.iilated Chr1at1~1 ty will be our interest. In gener al 

" J ::-ay 3ay that Disraeli oou.l d not b e c l a.;:;a ed as a full-hearted 

~~.r ~ stian , holdin~ views as he did . Nor,on the other babd, could 

!:e "· :? cl:i.s 1ed a '1 a cornplet e Jew. As a. mo.tter of fact be wa s a 

:-:i ::tur::: of t h9 two. a s we s ha ll endeavor to point ou t. Bryce 

·~ n.:. Hor1c9 E. Sanrue l, in the ir study of Disrae li. are about corr9ot 

.. :13n t h:iy say that Christ1a."1ity d i d not play a.n intacral part in 

:.i s lif "J , but 'l.t beet 1 t ~·; c.s r:iarely an intellectual hab1 t w1 th 

·- ~ --·-- . : .. a -i matter 0f ha.bit Disrae li b ecane quit ~ a r e (.)Ular Church-

'."c::bcr . But it must not b · t aken for gra.nt l'l 'l that. inasmuch as be 

\7".s a nonina l Christian , h e subscribed t o a l l i ts t i:met3 1nd d octrines . 
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- ~:1. l)o.1 : lli :J V i B .. ra on Ohris tia.ni t y were f'ar d ifferent t"rom those 

~1eln by moat Christians. Disraeli t ook i s suG ;11th t h em on many 

f ur.C.o.:-:ontn.l poin t s . In ~enaral we may char::i.cterize h1r point of view 

i·· t:1e followin,s wa y. In the tire t p laoe, he emphagized that .Judaism 

i s th ; fundamental r eligion out of ' whioh Christianity oame 1nto ­

b 0i ne . He elavateJ Judaism to the1 he~ghts ,giving it a tar more 

i ;:iportant !)oeition than Ohr1et1e.n1.ty ever dreamt it had. His one 

great ~iri was to mak e Christiane r ·ealize this f'aot. In t he seoond 

'?lace , he tried with a.11 his might to show that Christianity was 

not a new r e ligion, that it did noit super cs9de the r e l igion of 

the Hebrews . His ooncept1on was t .hat Obristianity was merely a 

continuity of the Hebrew r :J ligion; 1n hie own words, that it was 

' co;"!pl eted Judaism'. And in t he t .hird place , he s e t out to prove 

that 011rintian1ty was laboring und.er some very fundamental errors . 

In coneral t h e s e three points char•aotarize h i e attitude on Christ­

ianity . now let us explain 1n det.ail sol'!le of the poin t s taken up 

by hj~- . 

Disra011 aee11e t o hav e t aken a f ienrl. i sh d e light in telling 

t :·.i:i •:::· .. rist;.dn ilor l d tho.t ,Tews tee:~: ~ pr-onin ent part in s pread i ng 

G:.rinti:?.ni ty i n t he early d r>.. ys . s:ays he 1 " And ~.-hen the t i me was 

r i 1e to d i f fus e t he trut;·_ a :ionc; th~ athnics , i t was not a sena.tor 

' f ::.; o;:e or c. phil osopher of Athen s1 ·;;;:o r;:is per s onally a pl")oi nt e :l 

1. y our Lord f or t h :J. t of f'i"'Oe 1 but a. Jerr of To.r '.:;UB, who f ounded the 
{ '. ) 

:.0v0:-i Churches of Asia. " Di sraoli. ref'e r :i t o t he fac t t hat " No --or.c ha.E bea n per mitted t o write under the inspirati on of the Hol y 
( l '1 ) 

~ 11rit e;{ce:it o.. J e \: . :· I t is ~ene1rally h::! l d that the small sec t i on 

:: J') ., t?la.t l iv .::d a.t the time of Chri st i n Palestine re j ected 

c:iri3t . Th i ::5 not i on i s 30ne r a.lly h 3ld. Di sraali. doen not accept 

it . He s o.yG, " Mor io i t inde ed h1s t or-ically true that t he small 

section of t h e J ewi ah race whi ch dwe l t i n Pal e stine re ject9d Christ. 
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Thl3 reverse i r, ,..truth. Had it not been for t he Je·-s of Palestine, 

t ha c:;~ocl tidings of' • ur Lord wou l d havo bee r; unknown for - 9ver to 
(11) 

t l:e northern and west ern r aces." Thus Di sraeli gives credit t o 

ti1e Jar: for the s pr e ad of early Ohrietianity and eventually its 

r oil't:"l over the i7hol e world. Not only did the Jews help to spread 

Chri stianity but he shows '':here the early Christians \rnr o actual,._y 

J ·:r1:s . S::iyR Disraeli, " The first apostl-'3 s wer e .Jews, exclusively 

J; ;rn : the f irst ev ::m celis t s wer e J e\Vs 1a.nd Javis only. Por nore than 
( 12 ) 

~ century none but Jews b e liev ed in the t eachinG of J esus." Dis r aeli 

o~li ;:>v .:3 th~i.t all JeYrry did not aooept the tea.chine~ of Olu .. 1st 

ec~uso , a3 h e s a ys, " When Chr1at1a.nity was pres ented to the anoe s t rs 

o:~ th;, r>renent Jews, it oame t'roru a. suspicious qu arter and vms 

o~!" Jr3d 1~1 o. questi onable shape." 
{13) 

DiaPao li pointed out to h i s Christ i an brethr en how Chriat ­

i ai! i t~· had a ,propri ated a sreat de3. l of the rJ l i r;ion of the Hebrews . 

E0 3hm:ed how Ohristiani t y ·:;as s ?.t ura.t ed throuc;h and throu~h with 

J ~~·:i:;h l n.w3 ~d .Jm1ish customs. Saye h e , • The toil1fl3 M.2.ltitude 

~ :-; t 'JV ; ry ae~.renth da y by virtue of r.i Jewioh l aw; th11 y :ir e perpetual-

l:· :- -: :.i.d i1~, " for t heir ex:?..mple ", t he r ecords of Jewi s l'! History •••• 

".c· ·~~o ·l ')d .:::;e that the 0'1ly meclit.qa of corTlU.nic:it i on bet 1 .. eon t he 
. ( 14) 

C:"::~tor ::i.~ rt th0m30lves i s tlvl J eil15h nac 'J . 11 In a l l h is wor ks 01erael1 

t9lls in cr o:lt. de t ail d ' a l l the contr ibutions that the J ews have 
. 

m'.;.:. ~ ~n " '\- ~ !'llaJdn~ to civili zation. Bi s lia t of Jew i s h talent 

i n evory branch of hUJr?a.n end eavor ir.aJ.:es up u ana ll ca.ta lot; in itself. 

tic :.fr:o\':!J how the Jews hav e been a real factor in buildini::; up t bie 

·:,r.r l d . And , "Yet" ::; ~yo Di :•raeli , " they treat t h.at r ace (Hebr e\-;- ) 

~. ~ ~ h' \Tilcat of r;aner e.tions; and i net co.a of logically loolr1n£5 upon 

t~ . T a.:-i t h.J hur.:an family that has contribut ed most t o hl.ur.an happine s s 

t l10y ox t ond to th0m eve ry t er m of ob loquy and ev ?ry form of pe'°se-

(15 ) 
c' t i c11. " l\nd yet Disraeli a ska , "Is it therofor wonderful, that 



:-. ~:re o.t portion of t h J Jewish race shouli4 not believe in the moat 
(16) 

i :portant portion of the Jewish reli01 on.'" Prom this statement,e.a 

·;;ill b r= ~orroborated by others that he ?!lade,'l'1e infer that Diara.~11 
en 

believed that w1t1l the le::>~in;-; of the peraeoution3 on the pa.rt or 
t ho Christiana ':.he Jews rrould gr adually turn and embrace the broad-

er vieripo~nts of' Christianity. 

\'!hen Ohristianity c atn.e into b e int:; and develo!led,the ela.1m 

·::-a-; th'lt Christianity h nd '1. ne\'1 ro~ality to offer. They ref'erred 

t o t:10 ner: scheme of lif'e a s t he 'new Dispensation•. Disraeli 

·:,oul '.l not adrnit thl ::; pro!losition. In f act, he re s'"Jnted the cla i m. 

I:c s::i.i d , " There oa.nnot be t w- moralities; o.nd to ho l d that the 

~ e conc'_ Person of tho Trinity could teach a different r.icrn.li ty f'ror.i 

Uiat -;:hich had alread~t been ... evealed by the Firs t Per son of the 

HolJ~ Trinity i s o. dogma so f'ull of' terror that it mo.y perha.pn b e 
1' - - ( 17 ) 

loo1-:: 3r1 unon a.s the infallif,ble sin a.c;a.inst the Holy S 'Ji ri t." 

The view t. h:lt Disra e li takes o'f' J 0sua is ind~ed i n t e restin[:; . 

P.e d o ::1 not ~cc~pt the supern;itur·1l oriel~ of .Jeaus. . To hin ,.resus 

i:J .:;re -.t s ir,ply because his blooc'l c~n ho tr::ic ed t'"roD the royal 

'.!!1'! a..ristocratic · Hous3 of Isr~ .. 01 . Disrae 11 was awa.r;; that 1 t was 

t11~·ou . ·h J oseph and n e t throush l:!ary that. h is pri nc e ly ancestry 

to D:::.vid ia reckoned . It wo.r: tlie !'rincely •1-escent of Je sus that 

Dn.d0 h i :- (Jesus ) so e:::.lted i n h ia estimation. :~!henevcr Di srae li 

hn.;: occas ion to r e f er to Jesus he always calls 1111':1 'Hebrew prince,• 

or 'Hcl)rew l 'Uler.' Very 'frequently he 1, ~f'erG to hi::? as the t he devout 
( l'": ) 

Chri s tian d oes, by oallint; him, 'Our ble:. sed Lortl.' Disraeli looked 

upo!: Je:m~ as tho createat product of t he Jevrish race . He cla.1n:.s 

that no T'1at t.er what \',ri ll happen t his f' -:.ct 'Jhr'.11 always remain. 

" ...... These mo.y b o a ro:llils, but there is a fact tha t none oan con-

t est . Christiana may continue to persecute Jews, :ind J ews may per-
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s ist in disbelieving Christians, but who can deny that Jesus o~ 

Nazar eth, the I ncarnate Son of the Most High God, is the eternal 
(19) 

~lory of the Jewish r ace!" Whether Disraeli e.ccepte~ the faot 

of the Incarnation ~s di!'ficult to eayJbut it seema certain that 

t he i dea. of it wa.e not repulsive to him. In ta.ct, the idea seems 

to be v ery complimentary t o his race since the J ewish blood plaJ"B 

such en i mportant role in the doctrine. Says Disraeli, " If the 

i nfallibl e mystery of the Incarnation be developed to him ( the Jew ) 

he Y: i ll remember that the blood of Jacob is a chosen and peculiar 
(;~ () ) 

blood ." Di ~rao li tells or hor1 many men were deified a.f'ter their 

.b ath. Suoh nere men lib.~ Caesar and Alexander. Go wo.3 .Ye JuG . But 

t o lliln this merely indicat es the su per i ority of his raoe, beoaueo 

i t i ;, proof to him that the duration of Jeaus's 1nt'luence as a 

divine agent will be a. fact perhaps tor all t1me, wh1le the other 

r:ens ' iP..f l uenoe uill not last. To him there was nothing repulsive 

i n tho i dea tha~ the Jew should accept Je~ue a s one of their great 

~e~. He said , " SoMe thinzs they may never agree u~on •••.•• but 

n0verthel ess ,· 1 t can hardly be mentioned th&t there i s anythine 

r ovolting to a Jew to learn that a Jevreas ie the queen of heaven, 

or that tho fl0\10r of the Jewi sh race are <:iven now sittini:; on the 
( ; 1 ) 

ric~t hand of tr~ Lord God Sabaoth." Cons iderinr the propos ition 

of Disraeli that Christianity wa!1 "Oornplet ed .Juda ism • we o:m 
ed 

r ~a.dily understand r:hy h e ~scri t i\ such i mportance to .Teeus, the man 

tii~ou:h r:hom the Jewi Gh roli.c::;ion becane a. f a.ct tor the mul titude. 

Says Disraeli, " The Jew may ask whether all the princes of the 

House of David have done so much for the Jews as that prince who , ,- .... ) 
' ·-

\'i':ls crucified on Calvary.• Again he says , " Bad it not been for 

Him (Jesus) the Jews would have been oompB.!'"ativel y unlmovm, or known 

only ae a high orienta l Caste which lost its country. Has be not 

made thoir History the most famous in the world? Has he not hung 
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(23 ) 

up t heir laws in every t en:pl e etc e tcf" It would soem trom b1e 

writ1nes that Disraeli believed in the atoning powor ot Jesus. In 

co;"'mentin0 u pon this doctrine he s a ys, •The doctrine embraces all 
(~4 ) 

t i !l'le and space - nay,chao3 e.nd eternity." There wn.a nothing repulsive 

to hii: in the doctri ne of Redemption. He does'1t ec'e why the Je1'B do not 

o.dmit it. Says h e , " Whether presented by a .Roman c>r Ang lo-Catholic 

or Geneveae divine, by popes, bishop or presbyter, there is nothing, 

one \7ould s upnose, v ery repugnant to the feelings 4,f the Jew when 

he l earns that the rec'i emption ot the human ra.oe ha:~ been effected 

l' y the mediatorial agency of a a child of Israel." To him Jesus .-

was e. Jew descended from the royal House of David. Disraeli looked 

upon him as he would U?On any other of the prophet1s in Israel. Only 

he nade t hio d1st1not1on b e t ween Jesus and the r e?"l;a.ining prophets. 
'O 

Di Gr a e li thought of the pri)1ets as merely t a l Jring to and inspiring 

thR Jeu i 3h p eople. But he says, •Through J esus God s poke to the 

'.;ent1les , and not t c tho tribe3 of Israe l only. Tlbat is the great 
(25) 

\':or l d l y d if'f :::;rence be t ween J e sus and his ine pired ·predeces sors." 

Di s raeli, i n ~i $ apo _oLetica f or Jud~isn , darad ~tt '3.ok 

of tll~ strong /rev:~ili n0 doc tines cf Chriatia:nity. He, indeed 

.1:1ocl:cd r.any Chris tians 1' j' h i n f rank expoG1 t i o.1 of h is v i e r:3 

c: .. th- ·1 0ctrino or the A.t oneront. Hi :3 Yi ews ::i.r e c l e . .-rly brou._;Lit 

,_ -~t ln 11 a.::crod ~ i r; t he convaraation betr.e ·:., Tancred and ~va . Says 

:r:i., " And y.;hat do you hold to be the e;; .:;ential ob Ject of th~ 

.;:-.- '4.. .:ti an ncherne ?" To .:hie~ t qui-1s tim To.r:cred answers, "The Exp1a.-

~. ion . " Then Eva shor:B ;;here t h '3 ide a of atonement is a char '3.cter-

i::i ~ ic J eHi sl t b e l i'3f. ~h~ r epeats t he Chri stian i dea :.i.nd then says, 

11 I o.c l:no·:: l edt:;e t he vast conception, diml y as r.y b rain c a!"l partial-

l y embr ace it . I under :~ t C.''"l ~ 4:.hu s :ruch : t 21e hu~:J.Y1 rice i s sr.v ad; 

:1·, ·- 1:.: .out t!1 -- ~::;parent .i.,_,oncy of ·1 Hcl~raw prince , i t coul d 

net have tcon a av 0d. l~ow :. :- 11 mo : 5U ) pose t he J ew13 had not prevailed 
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upon th3 Ro!"'ans to crucify Jesus , what \:ou l d hav e become of t h e 
(26 ) e d 

.\t •:m o!.1vn t ? " '.L' ancrod,>A. 1)1 t embarrn.ssA :msv:er o , " .••• I mus t not 

.. -.,911 con s i d e r a.n ev en t t h 3.t had been pre or dained b y t he Creator 
{ ~6 ) 

of th·3 wo~l -~ ror c oun tle s:; s.t,;-Js . " To wh i c h etate!Ilent Eva i mmedi-

~ t o ly an3wer s , " Ah ! preord "i ned b y the Cre a t or f or count l~ss a ge s ! 

~··:-.er . 1.h:11 ! .... ~s t "_:; inoxpi !l.· ~ 1 ~ c 1~ 1 rre or th.ose y;h c f u l f i lled the 
{26 ) 

b'3!1'):'i cen t intent i on?" Thu s Di ::i ras l i !reeps t·:i t i.3 argunent a nd 

.:;".ow.; t hat th~ ~octri1b i :J ~o:!q~rh"\t t nvolV3d a nd inc on s i s t ent. I n 
, 

!1i3 0 3 'Jay : v{' Lord George Ecmtinck" Ile b r i ngs out t he same point s , 

a ,ain 1ski nb , " c ou l d t hat b e a cr. i n:e ·:1hich s ecur :v~ !'or a l l ma.n-
(27) 

?:ind e t e r nal J oy f" Dis rae li did bel i ev e i n the At onment bu t he 

'3Via ently a i d not b e liev e t hat Jesus wa s c r ucif i Gd b y Jews . He 

3e 9n e t o t ake gr e a t pride i n t he f a c t that it w~~ t hrough a J e w 

t:'la t t h e \"1ho l o wor l d was s aved . Says he , " th:J holy r ace s u "1p l i ecl 

7.he Yi c t i m and the i mmola.tore . r:ho.t r ace c oulli hav '3 been entrus t e d 

wi t-1. s1.tch t constmuna t1on ? • • •••• l'ereecu t J U!"'l ~ \'!hy, j f you b e l i ev e d 

\1.ha.t y ou prof e s s , you ahould kneel t o us ~ You rai se s tatues t o 

t i10 h eroes -.1ho S"'.V e ·.i. c ountry . r·e bav s s av9 1.l t h'3 humlln r ace , 
( ~!'..' ) 

:i."1 you )··r s e cu t : u . f or rlo in.i.; i t . " 

',':1th e qua l 'for c e o.n cl s i ncer9 c onvict i on , Dis r a a l i a e e a.i led / 

t: .e i d e a. th.at the J ews ,-ier '3 d ispsr sod t hrout;h th9 world a o a di ·11ne 

,wiinh~ent h y God . Di s ra3l i 3rnphati cally deni es th~t the ~19persion 

car:n t. c the J e r; bcc au i e or ;:i. cri!".le t hat h~ ban cot1bittacl . Aga i n3t 

t hi s a lle :;o.t i o n D~!lraa l i s a.y s ,"I :. i s neither h i s t or i c a lly t r ue nor 
:'"' <> )-

d J.:;natic i.lly ::10und . I r h i s ~1·.;vEen t to :>rovo t ha t the d i s per s ion 
t 

.~ :i penalty wa s n o t h i s toi" i c a lly true h e sayo , " At" :10 t i me of the 

advent of ou r Lor d , t he J ewish race wa s mu c h d i a , e r sed thr oughout 
{ '30 ) . 

thG worl ·: a o '1.t t h i s pr e s -::>nt ti~e n.nd had b :Jon s o f or many c enturi es ." 

Di ; ra "} l i cit~s th.~ h i s t orical :fact t ha t t here uere ria.ny Jevrn i n 

,\1'3x o.n ·, r1 a , Ron o , ~md other p l a ces a t the time . 



.\.:1d f i na l ly Disra eli concludes , "Proa ·.11 which it appaars that the 

li spers ion of the J ewish Raoe, preceding as it did for countless 
r 

~~es the advent of our Lord, c ou ld not be for conduct wh1.ch ocow:;.ed 
r·n) 

oubsequently to the aavent ••• . • • And aga in, Disrae li was not sat-

i afi ad with the hietorioal proof as an only argument against the 

'l\l11alty-disperaion-theory. In addition to showing tha.t the allega-----------t ion was not histo~ioally true , Disrae li a lso attempte1 to prove 

tlr t it was dogmatically unsound. In proof of this he s ays, "The 

i~precation of the mob at the crucifixion i s sometimes quot ed as 

., rlivine decree . It is not a principle of jurisprudence, human 

or inspired, to permit tho criminals to orda i n the ir own punishment .. 

'."hy , too, should th~y transfer any portion of the af'fliotion t o theilr 

:;Jos t ari ty 'l ~·.'hat evidence luve we that the wild sur.13e a tion was 

3·~nctioned by omnipotencef On the contrary, ami d tl".o CX!11a tinc; 

'1. ;ony, a rlivine voice at the same time oolicit e cl a.nd secured t'or­

,ivene :;s. Aml it> for ~~iven, could the cry of the r :ibble at such a 
(1~ ) 

~cone bind a nationZ • 



-64-

0ha pter vr. 

EftfOiTS J.!. BEHALF Ql. J EWISH EUANOIPATIOB. 

Disraeli must go down i n h istory as one of t he f'oremoet 

l •H1der s in the prolonged strug~ls f or J ewi s h Emancipation. 'l'bus 

1'ar, not I!!Uch credit has b een g iven h i m for hio most v:iluab l a 

~~forts ox~en~e~ in behalf of t he Jews. But historians will one 

day a~ aken to the faot and realize that i t was Disrae li t hat hasten­

e•l the obtain in::; of Jewish rights by many yea.rs. It i s d1ffioult 

"' t f irst to n.ripreciate this fa.ct,but as one r.ia.kee ~ study of the 

con· 1 tions at the time of Disraeli and realizes hO\: opposed Eng -

13.114. was to g ivini:; the Jews civil and political rights, h e begins 

t .: feel that Disraeli performed the Berculoan task, when his efforts 

i :i beh a lf of Jewish t;mancipation 1:e gan t o take s a ad gra.du1 l ly· Eng ­

lan ·l wa.:J not ripe :for grant i nc :ill tho ?r ivilogos t o the J ew. But 

:1 t \\'a:-: Diara·J li tha t made En(;l '1.nd sea the jus tice and tho a dv ant age 

ii.. ·,. o-:.: l <l. g ive Eng land. He began t o yut f orth h i s 3f'.f orts f or Jewi s h 

.~;-·o.!'lc ipati~r a lroa.1.y i n hin early nove l s . I n th9G ~ b r ok:J he mero ly 

!>C•r tr9.y .--1 the J 0r1 i n a wonderful light , thus t ryin0 to show the 

~:onti le :!orld that t he Jevr was not s uch n deopicahlo charn.oter 

"'.G early .ini:;li 3h .1uthors had pictured him. Disrae li attempted 

tc· j u s tify the nobility of t he Jewi sh character in the eyes of the 

.~'- l i 3h r ead in;:; public. His Jewish hero, Sidon ia, i s ne t forth a s 

a l most a , 1r a ::on of :larf'ection. No one ca!! r ead his 11Con1n _,s b y" 

:··1 ~ut tiL .' book dovm \'I i t h out thinking deeply and admirir:r; the 

.._;r 3atncrrn of Si doni a. . Disra e li ga;1;r0 tho L..'l~; lish publ ic somet hing 

to think about. He ac t out to correct SO!"e f a llacioua notions that 

·::cr i:i ent e r tained by . . ne;li31~en a.bout tho Jer. . .".nd it i s my 

:lu.....,rl1J opin ion t i1a t he succeeded r emur li:ably in t h e 1ttemr>t. But 

iL \'1 . ::; not or:l y tltrou.:h t ho pen t hat Diera9li v:orkod for 1 b e tter 
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u:;·lerst a.~1ni~~ " e t ween Christi an r..nd J e\r . It ·:mo in Parl iament 

itsolf ~here Disraeli ~ !splayed his most nob l e ~nd h onorable 

e ·r ort :J in beh~lf ~f J ew:1sh l.!:manc :'.pat i on. It u1s at the r i sk ot' 

losil:~ f'avor with his cons ti t uents am1 3.t tho chan c e of i mpedi ng 

:~is rise i n the pell tio 't l 17orl d t ha t Disraeli dar 3d champi on the 

c ~\U'.J C of the J ews . . ~ ne shall brine ou t l a ter, he ca r ed not what 

t 110 ~onaequencGs 1:1i ght be . It \7a s a conv i ction r:1t h him n.nd he 

de t ermined '- o f i <-:ht it out to t h e b i tter end . I t was a pri nci pl e 
ed 

of his "1nc1 h o \"ra~ r e aolTed,_ to avoi d the opportun i t y Ot' 30 ; fng 

t o it that it W':'..3 f irml y carr i od ou t. 

Both friend :md f oe ad.Mi r ed ._ i s a r dent ~onviction -..'.n d 

l oy-.1 spi~i t 1~" c h '\npi c•-1n t.lu c o.usi:i of the J ous . So r:ru.ch d id 

the ~nt i-s rrite -: be l i evo his 0~fcrta for J ewi3h LMancipation to 

:: -: incere that they U'1ed this fact a.a a pr oof o'f his Ln [;l ish 

:::":i3loya.lty • They cal led hir:i a. i·or o i gner 1: '3 c au s c of' his eviden t 

love -for th0 J ewi3h r ace . They c l a1?'1ed that h~::; J e·;: i s lme ss c:lJ!l0 

tc"!'ore h i e En:.;l iah l oyalt y . Ren c 9 :i r en o.rk suci~ as t his: " He 

h 't;. 1: e'1n true t o th~ J m•1i .'.;h p eo yle 1::10 :l'!' e r ::~ 11~, his church a nd 
(1 ) 

_i J c lmtry . " Thi:; s a :-?e author a l ::; o ::?.1mi t s that h i s (P i s 1·u. 1 93 } 

lo-.; ; f or J ud·t i n" \ 'Ht3 no int ense that Di s rae l i fala if i::(~ i n order 
a 

t o :mt t.::10 J ewi sJ::. r :lc e :irni Jurl ~:- on the h i l)hest pec1 ~nta l . Th i s 

::?.·-:!.or co:ipn.reo Di nraoli to Aris t obu lun . H') a'l.ys , .. I n literature 

'1.n · t h·: f'a l se Ari stobul1rn simply n.nt i c l,pata --1 h i s met hon , or rat r.er, 
(2 ) 

~1c 2p 1liod !:.b ... 1:-:l :r1th "' d 1ff -;r onc ;3 . 11 Th i s aut hor , of cour se , 

:: ·~;. cr~t ".lr.1 the case. Eut it rrust b e 1dnitt ) ::'I t hat ~ h :re i s a 

'·"Jr !1e l of truth in it . I r- s or.1e n l ace , Di s r a e l i ~ id c l a i r- f or 

t i1') J ew ror e than he ,·:a o entitled t o . I n h i s l i s t of' J~·:: 1eb tal en t 

tl~a.t he .- ive a h9 a-ld.:::; t h'"'r :;uite a. nu.'l!lbe : ... of names t hat a.re not 

Je~·: i sh . . 11:.ou ·:1 t:ti3 i o an err or it i::; n ot a c r ime . An<\ if opin101n ... 
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i ::; i n order, I wi ll :aay t hat I doi'lt believe that he did 1t intention-

ally . In ~.is enthusiasm he merely recorded those names because he 

re'l. lly believed the!!' t o bo J l)·,.:iah. He perha ps was miaguids d by 

th" sow..,.., o f th~M. He p 3rh:~:o -· , hc.<l no way of •tscertainin.g the 

f a.ct -; . Surely he ·Hn not have to invent any names, f or if he 

ha" tal~en anou[;h time t o investigate, h e ooulc'l. have r epl aoed every 

incorrect nar~e with one ·.vhich was J ewi3h. '.Jo on this score the 

::mti-s ,mite has no case ae;a1nst him. It was not a wilfUl fabrica­

t ion. There a.re many inaccurate histor ians today and yet we would 

not think of impugning their motives. The fact is that he loved 

his r~oe :;ind ;11s religion and he was often carried away in his 

enthusiasn . Even that s rune author admits "that on the whole, though 

th9 err or i s on the side of courage and mr.1.n l inesa, h e has been . too os-

t cmts.ti ously i'ait}lful to it . Judaisr and the Jews have been thrust 

i)y him with an a lmost unne0~se~ry pertin~city into English politics 
. (~) 

antl literature ... Yos ,he was i'aith.ful t o t he Jewish people. 

He championed their c ause on every possible oocasion, yes,some 

·occ'lsions he himseli' created. He let no chance go by where he 

c ould eet a good «'Or d in f or the J ew. His heart and soul was 

f or Jewish fr eedoM and he continually wor1:ed f or this end. And 

it l""'UGt b e adnittecl. that his VTords bore fruit. At first i:.:ng la.nd 

listened reluotantly,but Dis raeli persisted in his arguments and 
I 

1£tor a time he made Engla.nd s e e the j..istice of (:"iving the Jew 

:..1. I..l hi s du.; richts. Disraeli \'1a.s one of the best friends that the 
e 

J ewi sh people ever had. Ho succ~de" i n oha.nginc a Vlhole nations' 

a ! titude toward them. As one writer sai(l of him, "Nay, he subju.;ated 

ri.ore than a mere nation. lie pluclrnd up the deep-rooted prejudices 

or t he ei[~ht ·~en Christ1:i n centuries a gain 3t the " (:hos en People • 11 
( 1'r) 

To a pnreciate hi s work wr:i must turn to his s peeches in Parliament. 

That he was a ~an of sincere co~victions, of f earless chax~otar, 
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:md t hat he was a re '.il friend of the J ew1s : people, will be s een 

fro~ t h e ne speechea. 

~ J~W DISABILITI£5 BILL. 

Ther e ha.ve been s·3ver al a ttemr>t s in Ene;la.nd , pr evious to the 
. 

t '~e of Dis r aeli, to make t he politica l status of t he Jew s ecure. 

But i t just seems that t he ~nglish public was fright ened ~bout 
the 

pe!''.'ni tt i ne t h e J e\·: to hol d the r i gh ts of ci t izenshi p a nd "righ t t o 

1uhl ic off ice. So!!le of t he arguments that men ad.Va.need e.ga inst 

" t he J ew hold i ne; these right s were really l aughabl e and r•diculous. 

It i s no t per tinent to our thesi s to go into deta ils on this subj~ct. 

~uf'fice i t to s ay tha t 1n 1753 the Naturalisation Bill uas s anctioned 

by t he Upper Bous e . Lor d Pelham was t hen at the head of t he minis-

try <ind ho was Fl. friend of t he Jews. lie labor ed hard t o a '3·3 that 

t he J ·i 11 should be pa :>sed . The Bill prov i ded t hat any Jew r1ho 

11?.'l l i VHd in En gl and f or t hre e ye ars and had not ab s ented himself' 

f or thr·~e months duri n :i: t h:i.t time c ou l d b e natura.11zer~ l1y Parli­

ament. At l eas t , thi s was a ste~ f or ward for Jewi sh ~Mancipation. 

I:ut. the t riur.lph of Pe lhar:! wa.3 not to l a.s t long . \Vhen v ·e Bill wa s 

r ef err e rl t o the lower Bouse , gr eat undu e i mpor t ance and rn1s cons truct- / 

i on ws.s 'l.t t ached t o th<:? r! ll and 'l long aerie s of debates enoued. 

T!1e re ~ult w·ls t ha t during t he ne:~ t year the Bill of 175 :3 wa s 

r~pealed. The J ews were now lef t whe r e t hey were bef ore . Not 
a 

much was done unt i l ;: a.c au *y \7rote h i s famous es say i n 1831. Quite 
a 

~bit of o1scu3s i on ensued. ?Jacau*y ' s ess ay on Emancipation made 

the _:n e lis hmen t hink. The resul t wa~ t ha t i n l P.33 a l aw !'or the i r 

'1 J'T!·i.noi pat1on was passed. And i n 1847 t w0 Jews wePe e l ect ed to 

Parl i amen t . The y ·war -} elected,yes; bu t they c ould n ot , a s f ull­

hearted J ews, take a s eat in Parliament bec au s e of the oath which 
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th~ succe3sful candidates had to t ake ,-- the oath which read as 

f~ llows : 'on t he true f aith of a Christian.' !his oath ma.de it 
g 

exceedin}Y difficult , nay i mpossible, for a. true Jew to t~ko of t'ice. 

Thus 1 t was in 1847 t hat the Jewish quo s t ion was again broui;ht up 

~~~ 1i aou3sion in Parliar.ant. The d i aoussi on was begun again to 

c l ear aY1ay the res t of the Jewish Disabilities and put the Jew 

on a pnr with other born Englis!unen. One of the shining lights 

in the cham11ioning of the Jewi sh cause w1s Disraeli. What took 

ryl u.ce \Ve shall pr oceed to tell. 

It wn.s Ur.John Russ oll who i ntroduced the r ill to .,..elieve 

t he Je•:1 from all r emainin0 disabilities. He proposed his motion 

on the genera l gr ound •that every Englishman bor n in the country 

i~ entit led to all tho honours and advanta3es of the British Oon­

~titut ion." He pl eaded t ha t religi ous d ifferences of o-r; i nion should 

not rliaqualify ~ mn.n from enjoying the priv1l3ges t endered all 

born . ..nr;linill::en. Russell poi nter out that most disabil i ties had 

already b 9en r emoved and furthermore that the prejudices that former-

l y e~i sted ar,ai~st the Jew wer e beconing le~ s and less each dar • 

. \s pr oof he c i t ed t he case of Rothschild who had been recently 

e l ected i'or a seat i n Parlianent from the city or London, by t he 

l ::ir"-; vote of nel'lrly s even thousand . J ohn Russe 11, a.3 well a s 

·oor t:J Bentinck and other s arp,ued i n f avor of' t he Bi l l on the 

~round of rel1tiiOU3 liberty. 

The introduction of this quest i on aga i n into Parliarent 

cr eat ed a rather embarra.ssi n r- situation for Disraeli. He was a 

young man a.nd had ambitions to s omeday occupy the highes t chair 

in ?arlia.ment. He wa3 a Jew by birth rmd everybody kne·:; it. Should 

he ent3r i nto t he discus sion on this b i ll his position would surely 

be jeopardized. Hi s ohanceo for fUtur e growth in Parliament migJ:tt 

be cut off . By entc : · in~ the d1acuae1on 1 t would seem that he had 
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everything to lose and nothi ng to gain. lie would be running a ohanoe 

of bei n - misunderstood ann his motives mi ght be impugned. lie oould 

very eaoily not present himse lf' at the di scuss ions and neglect 

r Agiat erine his v ote. This wouln s e em t he easiest oourse to take 

f or a man of Jewish birth --a ~an that entertained high political 

~~bitions. But yet in spite of all these disadvantages that seemed 

t o cont'ront him, he decided that he was not going t o remain silent, 

but tha t he was going to actively participate in t he discussion 

~nd neliver by speech all his convictions whioh ho had already 
out 

set f orth in"Coningsby•and in•Tanored~ He res olved -:-. o s pealc"his 

i nner mos t convictions in tavor of the lews, no matter what the 

cons3quences would be. 

I t was his love of his rao9 and desire for ruth that brought 

!)i s r aeli t o his feet in defen 9 of t he Jewi sh Disabilities Bill. 

Di 2raeli was not satisfied to take r ef'ue e under Russell' s motion . 
on the eround of religious liberty. To hi~ t hia seemed like a 

subterfuge . He \7&a r;oing t o argue f'or ~ewish r i c;hts. And to do 

thia he was goine to t ell of all the goori qualities that the Jew 

~assessed and why it would be an advantage to England to give the 

Je·:.- t'ull r1e;llts. The words, ' Religi ou s liberty' were too vague 

f or Disra.ol i . Therefore he did not hesita t e to di sagree with 

Russell by etatinc , " I may s ay for mys e lf' that I a.rn one o~ those 

- ho believe t hat there is something more excellent than r eli: ioua 
(5 ) 

liberty,-- and that more excellent thine i s re118 i ous t ruth." 

This anounted t o s 11.yinc that he was arguing the question on the 

gr ow:ici of Seaitism rather t han on t he 8l"Ound of r e l i gious 

libor ty, a.s :1uaeell u.n..: Bentinck would haV '3 it. 

!.'.os t of t he epe 'l.kers in Parliament insisted on showi ng 

the vas t d i f f er enc e betr:een Judaier and Christianit y. And beoauee 
or thia differ ence they argued that the Jew must not be g iven f'Ull 
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privileges. On these grounds they wished to exolude the 3ew trom 

certain political ri~ts. This argument was. revolting to Disraeli· 

It was contrary to his views on Judaism and Christianity. As we 

a lready pointed out in the chapter on' Disraeli and Religlon',one 

of the great points u pon whioh he 1ne1ated was that Ohristia.nity 
led 

i s develop9d Juda ism. In other words he trA to reduce the minute --

dif'far enoes between them to a minimum. Be always dl7el t on the 

nimilarity between the two religions. And this line of thought 

he again emphas ized in tha Bouse of Commons. He was not baolcward 

in asking the followin · question, " ffuo are these persons protees­

i n:; the Je\71sh r elie ionT They are the same pernons who aclmowledge 

the s ame God as t he Christian people of this realm. They acknow­

loc1ge the same divine reve lation as yourse lves. They are ,humanly 

npeakinE; , th~ authors ot your reli5ion. • And since Disraeli vra s 

r:oinr t o argue t he que3tion on the ground of r e l igi ous truth he 

was -:oinr; to aho,., that the Hebrmrn possessed a true relision. 

Thus spea.l{S Disraeli, " Well t hen ,I s a y that 1f relie ion is a 

s ecurity f or riehteous conduct, you h.B.ve tha t s ecurity in the 

1ns t3.nce of the Jews, who profess a true r e ligion. It may not 

bo i n your comprehensive f'orm. I do not S !ty that it is ~ true 

reli0 i on; but :ll thou:;h t h oy do not proteas all that we protess, 

all that they do proteas i a true. You must ad~it,then, that in 

nen \1ho are aubjoot t o the r i vine revolationa that you a olmowledgo, 

whoso morals are rounded on th~ eaored oraclo~ to which we e.11 

ho·:: , that, as far as re l i gion can be a. s ecuri ty f or t heir c onduot­

for their yublic morality and justice- you have in the r eligion 

of the Jews tho b~~; s"\notion in the wor ld exce""t that of our 

O\'m Christi ani t~,." From the taot th.~t the Jews pnsees a a true 

reli gion Di s r ael i co1!1es t o his next :101nt. And t his is that the 

Jews oup,ht to be e.dmit t ed into English citizenship• Gays he , 
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• The beat evidenoe 1n the f'aoe of Eul·ope ot our Christian s1noer1tJ 

is, that we admit the J ews to the highest privileges of oitizenallip 

:l.?ld to the highest of'f'ioea of tha state, without ao admitting the 

professors of other religions. The very reason for adl:l1.tt1ng 
(7) 

ths Jews is because theJ oan ahow so near an affinity t o you.• 

some of Disraeli's opponents aug 'osted that it tne Jews 
· r 

res in an emba?Aaaaing wer o admittod t han they would find theme 
raga.r d to 

position wit?lA the Clmroh. Disraeli ansvrers this tear on the 

part of· his opponents by saying, • I sha ll not dilate upon a point 

al r eady referred to, remarlring only that the P.rqf'esaore of the y / (8) 
Jei': i sh religion are not those who proselytise." We have a lre'ldy 

developed the oonoeption of' hie Semitic principle and bow he 

showed that the Jew was essentially a religious character. Diaraoli 

r epeated his thoughts in the Bouse of Oommons. He told th9 aese~­

bly that the7 should not fear that the Jew would work agains t the 

institution of t he Ohuroh in En.gland. lie said, " The Jew has no 

thou~ht of establishin~ his own Church. It is an idea foreign to 

his nature, - foreign to t he reavlt ot all hie laws, of all hi~ 
( r. ) 

habits and a l l hie traditi ons ." From this faot D1ara911 implies 

that the Jew would support the religious 1nsituL1ona wherever he 

en jore civil rights. Disrae li asks, " What possible ob jeot oan 

t he Jew have to oppose the Christian Church? le it not the first 

busineas of the Christian Ohuroh to mal·:a the population whose 

iilind she attempts to form, 3.nd whose morals she seeks to guide, 

acquaint •d with tha history of t he JewsT Bae not the Churoh of 

Christ- the Christian Church , whether Roman Catholic or Protestant­

made t he hi story of the .Jews the moat celebrated history in the 

wor l d? On every eaored day you read to the people the exploits of' . 
i he Jewish heroes, the proofs ot Jewish devotion, th9 brilliant 

annals of the pa~t Jewi0h magnifioenoe. The Christian Cburch 



has covered every kingdom with sacrdd buildings, ~d over ever7 

~ltar we tind tha tables of the Jewish law. EVery Sunday, ever7 . 
Lord I s day, it JOU i'tish to express the t ee lings or praise and 

t hankseiving to the Moet High, or if' 7ou wish to tind expression 

of sola.oa in grief , you find both in the words or the Jewish poets. 

All the early Chr1at1ans were Jews. The Obristian religion we.a 

first pr eached by men who were Jf!JWS tmtil. the1 were converted; 

every man in the earl1 ages ot the Oburoh bf ~hose power, or zeal, 

or genius , the Chris tian faith wao propa~ated, ~as a Jew, and I 

oa.nnot believe, if you a.re r{Jall7 anxious for the 
• (10) 

oonversion 

of Jews --.•(interruption) Disraeli never fini shed t his sentence, 

but he di d tin1sh tb~ speech . 

Be certa i nl y was not one bit backwar d in telling the assem­

bly everything that was lod5ed 1n his heart. He left nothing re­

served. More than once t here was an interjection ot, . 0 oh! Oh!• 

They wer'3 s hocked beyond ex pre aslon at the bold ut t erances ~ 

D1srao l i. They had nevor heard one talk ot the Jewish r ace in 

such extr avagant t erms. It appeared to t hem that he was bel1ttline 

t he t enet a of Christianity. They sh m-;ed s i gns of unea s1n3s s o.nd 

of die.gust i n many ways. They s quirmed in th~ir s cat s and inter-
d 

rupt3"'h i m many times . The more they grew fid [';e t y, the more Disraeli 

beoame int'uriatad i nt o e loquent outbursts. • i'!here is 7our Ohrlet-
(11) 

i anity, i f 1ou do not believe in their Judaism?" he ories out. 

" I s ay it is because this is a Christian assembly and this is a 

Chri '3tio.!1 country, that t he Jews our,ht to f ind a r eception al'T'ong 
I~ :~ ) 

you. " And further more he said, • In exact proport i on to your 

faith ought to be your wish to do t his great aot of nat1on3l justice. 

If you harl not f orgotten what you owe this peopl e , if you were 

gr ateful tor t hat literature which for t housands of years has brought 

ao"'1llch instructu1on and s o much consolation t o the eons of men, 
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you as Christians would be only t oo r eady to &~e the first oppor­

tunity o:f meetin~ the ol31m~ of those who profe2- s this religion. 

But you are inf'luenc ~d by the darkes t superstitions of t he dark­

est ages th~t ever existed in this c ountry. It is this feeling 

that has been ke~t out o:f t his debate; th~t has be ; n kept seoret 

i n youraelves- enlightened ~s you are- and tha t ls unknovmingly 
(13) 

influencing you,atc. eto.• Disraeli oouln jus t as well not have 

spoken and cast his vots r; i t h t:v:~ Russell group and thus would 

not have expos '3'1 himse lf t o any suspicion. But D1sraa l1 was not 

such a. man. He s po~e and uttsred his belief's a s they were in his 

heart. Though he voted with Russell he did not hesitate to tell 

hi~ t hat he disagreed wi th him on certain points. He s a i d ,"I say 
the 

that it i s on that ground (r ~ ligious t ruth ) as well as onAGr ound 

of relieiotts l iberty, that I f'e a l bound to giv jj my vot e :for t ne 

pro?osit i on o:f t he minister,- for if' faith 1~ va luen a s '• s anction 

for conduct, with \Vh:i.t consiste ncy ca.n a Chriatian people say 

that t~ose to who~ t hey are i ndebted for t he doctrines of t heir 

f a ith - who profes s the re l i~ion which every 0entleman in this 

House urofeases - for every 1; entl3man here does profes.1 the Jewi.sh 
~ . (1-: ) 

r :l ligion , and b9li ev e 3 in .l'loseq and ths pro ,h0ts . 11 Thi s was 

s t a t1nr; the on.se pretty bol <l ly. Th i s ...:'.:?. :~ almos t too muc h for them 

to s wallow. A great number of those ur eaent r e s ented t h0 insinu­

ation and a d i s tinct cry of "Ohl" resounded t hroueh the halls of 

the House . 

Throughou t his pleadi ng r or the cause of the J ews, Disrae li ,,. 
displayed a rel!l~r~ble qua lity of courage. To be a s frank as he 

wa s in h i s utterances was indeed an indioation of bravery. His 

line of t a l k , co~ins ~s it did fro~ hi~ innermost convictions , 

se ;me~ t o the~ a ~osit ive insult. Di s r aeli r ealized that they 



had never heard suoh language before but he was not goir> s:; to baTet 

!l.nY scruples about makin~ his pos ition on the question ~erf'ectly 

cl ear. Time and time aga i n he remi nded them of the fact of his 

Hebrew origin and try t o prove to them that hie ancestry was every 

b i t as good as theirs. Yee ,he sh0\70d that all that they poosee•od 

that wa~ . of value oame from the Jew. He knew that these facts 
• wer e distaetef'ul to them but he was not going to be backward in 

ur oclaiming those things that he s1ncer9lf believed to be the 

truth. In disoussins the Jew10h question, he courageously 

said, "It ls a question on which men, \vhatever may be the conse­

quences - on which at least I, whatever maybe the conaequenoea -

:-uet speak what I feel. I cannot sit in th.is Hous e with any 

misconce ption of my opinion on t h e subject. What ev er may be tho 

consequences on the s eat I hold, I cannot for one give a vote which 

13 not in def erence to wh1t I believe to be the true pri~o1plas 
~15 } e 

of religion. !t is very true as on.._writar on Disraeli r emarked, 

" For the principle of J ewish Emanci pation he encountart i much 

ridicule anQ invective ; f or i t he wae content de liberately to 
( i.~ ) 

r e l1n;;u1sh the hi ghest objoct of h1!'l aol: i t i on. 11 

When Disrao; li finished S"'.leakinr.,, stranr;e to na~ there was 

no appl ause . ~aybe i t wa n not t o b o expected from such a group 

w~10 coul d not comprehend his words. There were qui t a .-... number of 

ape :l.!~crs t hat followed Disraeli in the debate but not one ~ade 

&nJ ·J.llus ion to his spe·Joh. The only cof:11!lent that was , 1acie oomee 

t o us lator thru a lett9r fror hie s i ster. She wrote, " Papa thinks 

Die ' speech the most i oportant ever de livered i n the Houen of' 

Cor.!11lons : st.'l.....,ne7
1
;yth :-t 11 the cha.r 1oteriatio novelty 9.nd boldness 

of the or a tor." The Bill WS.'J f inally carrierl by a pretty f air 

Ma j ority. The Cons ervative !)arty di d not vote en maase • 

.and Disraeli vot"Jd in.favor of t he moti on while a grea t many of _ 
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the Party voted again~t it. The le~ding men in opposition to the 

1: 111 rr~re Robert Inglis, Lord Ashley, Gladstone, Goulburn, Bankes, 

:3 i r Thoma3 A.d, and t-.: e r.·dgate . Those in favor of the motion 

w ro such men. Bentinck, Fox the QuBkar, Lord Morpeth, and 

s1~ lia.r~J Verney. It is interesting to know soma of the grounds 

upon which certain men opposed ths Bi l l. For example, Lord Ashley 

opposed it on the -round of Dr. Arnold' 9 statement that "they (Jews) 

ar e voluntary strangers here , and have no ola im to beccme citizens 

but by conforming to our mora l law, which is the Gosr>el. '' Gladstone , 

thouc;h he voted against the Bi ll because it was the wish of hie 

constituents, yet was reasonable enough to r emark that "we may 

consistently affirm that Christianity is in the hi~heet degree 

needful for our legislation, and yet decline to f ol low out that 

proposition t o a conclusion so ri ,~id as this, that every individu­

al who is not a Christian abruld be excluded fro?ll the possibility 

of beco~ing a l egislator.• 

By the succ~eef'ul paesine of the Bill it would se em that 

the Disabilities of t h J Jew diaa.ppenred. But this one triUJ1ph 

was no indication of final success. On the contrary, it was 

t he begi nni n13 of ·- long 1.cind bitter struggle. The Bill r eappeared 

for oonaideration almost every auc:~essive year. It ~·1ould pass 

i n the House of Commons cut it met with heavy o~position in t he 

Upper House. Each time D1sr$el1 regi 3tered hin vote in favor of 

the r emoval of the Dis abilities . When the bill oame u1 again ir. 

1848 Disr aeli merely l'ecor r1ed his vote but did not speak. The 

absence of hi s voice must havo caused not a. litt l e wonder on the 

part or his colleagues a nG adversaries. Yee , even Russell,during 

the second readin~ of the Bill, noticed his silence and dared 

put a constructior. on hie refrainin~ fro~ speaking . Russell was 

just as enthusiastic as ever and was overly desirous of seeing the 
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Eil l pass sucoes sr\llly. Hi s Bilenc~ was bitterly commented upon. 

During the next year,(1,e, i n 1850) Baron Licn'll de Rothschild 

tried to t ake the oath in a W3.J that would be in accor danoe 

with the dictates of his conscience, instead of saying, •on the 
a 

true faith of a Christian.• Discussion as to the perm1sR-bility 

of this procedure naturall y r ollowed. It was in t h i s ea.me year 

that Di sraeli stood up and explained his silent votes at the 

pr evious r eadings of the Bill. He tol d them that he did not speak 

because he thought that . hia efforts would be futile. He oaid,.Sir, 

if I thought that anything that I could s ay would have tended t o 

accomplish an object dear to my heart as to my convictions, my 

vote wou ld n ot have been a silent one . But, inasmuch as I believe 

that my opi nions u pon the subject are not shar~d by one s ingle 

member on either side of the Bouso, I thous ht that it wns consist-

ent , both with l~ood senae and with (i;OOd te.ste , the.t , after ha.~in6 

once unequivocally ex!Jre s eed the crounds on which !".Y vote waa 

r;iven, I should have taken refUge in a silence which at least · 
(18) 

could not offGnd the prejudices of ~ny hon . member on e ither side . " 

And further_ more he said, tt Althour,h I have no wish nt anytime 

to dilr.t e upon tho feelings or views which may not bo pr~ve.lent 

or !10pul ar in this House, I never will r el1nquis11 them; and even 

no\'11 shrinkinc; n s I do 'fr o' · cf fenrlin13 the reelin;';s of anyone, I 

~ill still expros~ my hopes that ful l and co~plete justice will 

sneedily b e done to the de scendant :; of a. race whi ch you -:.cknowledge 

to br sa.cred , and t he profes sors of a r alis;ion which you adnit to 
{1 '.) ) 

b e d iv:ne." 

Thus we note t hat Disraeli, by hie silcmce 1 dir'. not mean 

t o wi t hdro.r. from tha di s cuasion . The t"ervor for his re.co and 

for their conpl "'. te enancipe.tion wo.::; still in h13 heart as it had 

bet;n in former yaara . He was still of the same mind . He we.s quiet 
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cec~use l:e r :3aliz 3; t ha: ~ is thCJUf ht was 3 li t tle above cot:rpre­
deed 

ten s ion 1:-y h i s audience . In" i n 18e4 and in l P..56, \•.·hen t he Bill 

c~~e U? aga1n,D1 srae l1 c ould not ref'ra i n frc~ letting out 

~:$ inne~rost conviction .0a i n . I n pass i onate t nuncer he bursts 

out! i~ 1~54, ~~: ~epeat s his t hou t;hts of pr evi eus occasi ons. Sa ys 

be , " '','hen I r et"Jember for how much ne aro indebt ed t o th&t people, 

o:' wh".t l neff :lble ble:.s in13s t hey ha.v ..i b e en t~e hun:an ae ent s - when 

I re~ember that by thJir history, t heir poetry, their l ans , our 

lives 8.!'e inst!"Ucted, solaced i nd r ee;ulated - when I recall other 

co1:si :iera tions and memories aore soleNl and r ev erenti a l, I confess 

tl:!at I cannot as a Christian oppose the claims o~ t hose to F-hom 
(~1 ) 

Christ ianity is under s o ~eat obligations." I n his sp .. •ech of _ 

165-4 he bOC:?.tle so impatient of -·.ngla.nd t 8 obstinacy to gr ant the 

J ew !:is ri 3~1ts t h 1.t h o no.m ed 
with 

Zngland of the f'ate of other nations 

v: ;"!o C. c:: a.lt meanl y ,. the Jew . He s a id, "I cannot conceal fr or. 

:-~·self t hat there i ·,, no c cuntry in which the Hebrew race has been 

persecut ed which ha.s not aut'f'ered , wl:ose poli tical power he s not 

--~cayed and -;:hers ther e hav e not been evident proof's t hat the 
( '.:2 ) 

r-1-,-.:.n-; :'a7or bas b e en witl:dr a.wn f ror; t he l~nd ." n i s r ae li ·::ould 

·::-irn .4n [;b .nd that 1 t is a l !'i'lost use le s s t o o ppose the Jer: for t he 
it 

Jer: was !:le.d ~ of s u ch c a lic r e that "never s t o pped unti l it had 

~otter. r:hat i t desired. Cn t.hi s point :. 1s raeli sai d , " They ar e 

a~ ancient people, ~ fa~ous peopl e , an enduring people who i n the 
( ~ ~ ) p 

end li:!Ve generally att a inec the i r otjec t ." !. l most pr<)l.ietic-like 

Disrae l i expr ess ed hi s o pi n i on th'.!t t he Jew wou l ci one day s it in 

?~lic.:-ent . It took coura~ e t o make thi s s tatei::ent in Parl iament, 

for fro?:" the -:l i scusei ons it was quite evident that a Great group 

i10ul :1 for,.~ .. e r oppo se the clai:-:: z of t h e Jew. It saened that the 

na rrov: pr e judi ~ e ·::oulr1 never entire ly .:Ue out. Yet Di sra e li said 

with a1i tba conviction a nd f earlessness t hat he pos s essed , • St i ll 
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it i s my co?Wiction, a.s certain as : a:- not11 addressing you, Sir, 

that the time TTill co- e nh~l"! t he Je'-: ' will r9~ ... e in this COWltry 

rui:. and complete emancipation • • •• • so far as t he Jews a.r~ concern-
(~4) 

ed I have fa.1th in tha.t Almi5hty Eeing who has never deserted them. • 

Just four yea :-s l ater this prediot1 cn was fult illed when Bo.ron 

~cthschil~ took a seat in Parliament . It must have been v:ith 

great ~st joy and sat isfaction that Di sraeli lived to see a Jew 

enter Parliament anr not he.v : t o renounce hie be lier in hi a relic;-

ion . 

There 1s no doubt the.t Disraeli wa s absolutely sincere in 

hi s utterances. Ther 1s no reason for be lieving t hat he was ~o t 

s incer e . Eis principal t1ographer s ay- of his actions , " I t ~ay 

not be possible to accept i n i t 3 entirety Disraeli' s point of 

vie~ , b~t it i s difficult to read these repeat ed and fervent de-

c l nr "?. t ions t o ~h!l House of Co!"TI0ns w: t ._ out being 1~prsss '9 ·::itI: 

~::.~ ,;'30th and .- 1ncer1ty of the religi ous convictions underlyL"'lG 
(25) 

the~ . " And 8.8a1n the bic ·r apher s~ys, "The ve~dict of history 

~-ust surely ce that Disrae l i ' s course t hrou[;hout his Jewish con­
( .... -:) 

7.rcversy was hishJ.y hon our9.ble to hi· . ·· But, of course , ~s can 

! he y -:cc~se~ hi!:! c~ t~inc:; '.l ne1·~ pretender and tryir::; t o ~-:.:e 

-h'J best of :. i i f ficul t j ob . Of' course we cannot a t;r e-: ·,·;1th 

.Tc !'- '.lr. O:'i nicn. I:' '1".?0pl3 h~v -= not yot r.a-de up thsi r =ir.ds 

~s tc his s ince:-·ity, I pr edict that t : - t1!7"e i s not f'ar di - t~nt 

: ·{:')n ~11 :- r:r. ·1:111 unani::-ously conc~n. o:: hi3 intGt:;r1 ty s.nn.. ·:: i ll 

-; a:-1 t t hat. h "l ·:r~. ·· sine er~ . 

To co~e back t c t~g Lil l of 1 ~5~ , ~ e !:!U3 t sta te that it 

;·: "- not !?. - 1: · n1~ mat t . r t:-.i s t i!"le. ! t is natural that i t woulc." 

not be so , 'bccaus') ,;.:; ~r.;; Bi ll drag·: on 1 t beco::ies evermore in-
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volved . Thu s it rm." wi t!1 the Eill cf l fS4. There wa~ another 

consi:=.erati cn dr ae.::d into i t. As has ;;ell been s a i d , the Bill 

;; :..~ really cne of pr ocecure. As his ot'f'ical bics,raphers put it, 

" :;er~ v:as a Eill d0i r. :; on s t~ng \rr...1ch Disrae li :ie :: ir~d , '.!.nd 

other thins s t o whic1: he v: ' S oppos e"" : relieving the J ews on the 

one hand 1 but J.l ~ c e.l t er int; u·.e oa. 7 hs 1n ether v;a ya to nl eaee 1 in 
(S".>) 

:Us view, RO:!e.?":iain.:, Protestants and Roman Catholics." The co~ 

plication of the Bill &av e c ause enougL to Disraeli to vote 

a c;ainst it. The rest: l t was that the Bill \'1as defeat3d ry f our 

-ot ~ "' ~t t r~e ~ econ.d r e e.ding. It would 3eem that if Disraeli 

w r 0 rea: l y s e: e.:ge r for the welfare of the Jews h -3 t;ould have 

votec f"c!' ~~-== Eill ever: t hou&h there was a portion c f the Eill 

t!:lat diC. n ot ~eet with his .-;>prova l. ''he.t ever the r:o tivea ~ay 

hav~ b esn the fact i s th~t he voted aga inst it ~nd hi s action 
r 

r:a. :;; a.tt s.cke5. b y Rus sell , i7.i:.o -:!a.red put '! ccns~uction on h i s nee;-

at iv~ vote . ~ussell, •:ho ~ as r e al 'i.n gry tees.use or t h e f'a1lur9 

of t~e l; i ll to pass, Gai d t:1~ following of Disraeli: " I ot'l': i th-

st ~r.ii1~c Li ~ ~re ~t anxiety t~ s e e the J ews ~n possession of those 

:-r i v ile:-9s , t :.e ri.;ht hon . [;7ntler:an s or:et i!!le :1 stays away e.r-'i 

so;~ti~e:; 7ote~ 9.£2.inst t:-:e; : th~ pol it i cal convenience of t he 

hour alway :: se43;:s to ov -::rco:-"e h i s ·1tt ::..ci1r.ent to t he cause . '' (2e> 
?.u:>sc;,l: c~rte.ir.ly s ~.:;r.g to b o harsh in 1-: i s words . As a matter 

of :';.ct Disrae li only stayed a•:;"".y ,..onc 3 and ,as 1 t has b ::en pr oved , 

h ie absence ;va.s du e t o i llne ::s ~·:hi r.h prevent~<! h1JT! fro; goine t o 
r 

·~j.e Eou· e of Co::ir.ons f or :;JJ ·-~e.l d~ys. Di s rae li die! r.ot l et Russell' s 

.- o uncha.lle r..,E~d . He steed U:P ar:.rl ::m ::wered Russell a s 

~-ollous : " I ~1·1 r; the not l e lore ' s stat cnent 'ln une qui v oca l and 

U.'!ot;a li.fi ~cl deni :.1..... -uppoae that I ha.d sot up, and sai d th2.t 

t he no1:ls l or d !:'a.de ?a.rl ie.::-~r:t "'.r~, Ref'or~ !?. n Jr e politic:?. 1 conv en-

·1-sr.ce - tha.t w::e!': it ~-.;.i t .jd him, he i::ads i t convenient to quit the 
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noua u, and c,. i d not vote at a .!.l on the subject : and then ae;ain, 

when i t aui ted him, he aloo kne\i· ho".7 to t;ive his vote against 

that pri nci ple. ·•••••••• But the noble lord can ma ke no colour-

al:: l e case a ija.1nst me. I never on any occasion quit the Hous9 -

I nover abaanted myself trom any oiv1s1on in whicc the claims of 

the J eVTs wer e concerned; and,, it I voted against this Bill t h e 

other nic~t, I tell the nobl~~ l ord that t do not consi der that 

I voted acainat the Bill \'IhiGh could ha•· " b enefited th·') Jews, 

cut, on the contrary, that I voted against a Bill \'lhich I believe 

would have been of r,reater injury to th~ Jews than any me1aure 
(89 ) 

ever broui;ht f or war ( ." What Disraeli meant wa.s that he had no 

objectionn to that part of the Bill cor.cerninr; the Jew, but he 

wo.a convinced that if the other na.rt which did not plea se hin 

'.'.'ent into effe ct 1 t would \'.ror•k harm a p;ainat the Jew. Thi a cer-

ta.inly was a cons istent art;U!!'.1ent. \'.'alpole, ·::h o was considered a.n 

op1onent of' the Jews , saw Disraeli's point and e;ave hirr. credit for 

::is aincerity in the matt er. Even Rus sell hirn~elf , i n a rejoinder 

en the sanr: nd.cht , ext ended an apol or:y to D1srs.e l1. Ba s aid, " I 

a.I:! quite persuaded that the r i ~;ht honourablo &entleman has in­

tenc'!ed to s erve tho c au se of t he Jew!l in the course which he 
( -~ ') ) 

has taken. · 

The Ei ll app -ar :: · ai;ain in l'::\56 ~nd 1857 • . ~.r(SU!.:ents and 

Cl.iscussione '"'ere continued cut without a.ny so l ution to the prob-

! a!:" . F'ine.lly in 1 <;68 a co~pr1or..ise vrn.s i;reat ly n.esi red . i.u t the 

f orri1 of t 1 ~e cor.:pro1 .. iae \·1:i:-; not an C".sy one t o d.r::i.'"' up. !i'i n'l.lly 

t.he Uppar Hou se, under the 1 01'-dershi p or Lord. !_,ucan , br oucht 

f or ward e. r esol ution v:hic'·~ s o1on becamo l aw, to tr.e eff9ct that 

0n.ch Houe ') co,_:1~1 by a r e :-Jolut:ion a lter the f'orn of' the oath. 

Disrae li inu.ood z:ru:.t h ·; .: 1ve11 a. r:reat de ~.1 of credit for his 

untirine efforts in effeotinc thi s coFnro~ise. Di srae li wan a 
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vary busy man at the t i n e tha t this action ~as being taken on the 

Oath ' ~ Bi ll. !ie was then Chancellor of t he ~~: chequer and s.t the 

s~~e time leade r of t he Hous e . Yet h e n ade t i me for hi~oe lf" t o 
. 

d i r ect t he l a st f"ina.1 blows t hat would s ett l e the whole question 

and per ::-:1 t Jews to tak e s eatR in Parliament and not have to ta.l~e 

t Le oath ·::hioh r oads , "on th'J t rue f ait h of a Chri 3tie.n." Thus 

t he matte!' ended. Thu$ tho gates of 1-'a rl iarnent ware flunr; open 

to a ll nen v:ho cou_c~ cla.irn c i tizenship in En g land. And I believe 

th2.t I a!:': justified i n 3ayine that wer e a man like Disrae li, r;ho 
~ 

J osses3ed a true Jewi sh heart, not there in the akirr.-is~ to voice 

tho ri:;hts of' t 11e J ew, then that privilege woul d have been C.e layed 

in corr. inc f or ma1·.y years . A[;ain I repeat t hat I c onsider him t o 

b0 on9 or t hu ::ltaunche st ch:.:.rpion:J :for Je;-:is h rigl"ts that the 

Jsws cnre r had . Hi s c on ception of r e l ic;ion rr.ay have been s ome-

ilh1.t d i f :f '3r ent f'rom t h'lt he l d by m6 s t Jews , but who can deny that 

~- i ~r ·:.eli had. a. true Je'Wl nh heart,- o. h e art that t J-robbed v11th 

tl10 nain pul:::;e of his ~~ople and hi :; r e l i ;::: ion: 

·,1:0 cannot !>"-::.>'.1 over Di sra~ li' o e _~ fcrts in behal f of Jewi sh 

- nmcipat ion \'.· i t J~01:t r.'3nt i on in-; his r;oor• r10rk ~ t the Congre:is of 

er lin i n 1872 . It i s gene r a l l y :icknowled c;ed n or: t hut Di nraeli 

r:as the l i on of t n e Con:;re >s . He c a.r.:e th·: r e wit'. defi nito ideas 

""-nd 1:new just exactly \':hen t o snealt a.nd how t o a ok for the thincs 

he- w3.llted. It is n ot 1n our province to relate t he subst :).nce of 

his :·:er k thero, but it i s inte re :::;tin c to n ote that Bi srnarc.: W".1.s 

so i7"'.pressed with his abili ty that he s ~id of Di s r a e li, " !)er 

alte Juda , das 1st d.er 1:ann ." When h e r e t urned to l:Jlg l and i t 

war; genera lly 'ldcit t e d t hat be br oucht b :?.ck wit h him "Peace with 

.Honor". r:e ara n ot s o r.ruch interes ted in hi ~ cenere.l •:t or k there 

a .J we are of: t ha t portion of h i s deeda that c oncerm the Jew. The 
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question of Jewish Disabi ~ities in RotU!?8.llia was taken u p for 

di scussion. Disraeli, as would b e exoecte~ fror him, di d not 

evade t his opportunity ~f pleading for h i 3 brethren in Roumanie . 

lle talked aa f 9rventl1 on this occas : on as he spoke at all times 

in th~ Bous e of Oommone when it cazne to ta-king up the cudge l for 

the Jews. As a matter of fact,Disraeli was responsible tor the 

clause in t he Treaty which provided !'or the r emoval of the d1s­

abil1 ties 1n Roumania. It i s true th~. t 1~ . V.'addington, the Pleni­

potentiary from FrancG 11ntroducad tha d iscussi on for Jewish rights, 

but it is comnonly thought that it was Disraeli who advised the 

French?!la.n. \'.'hat_ever the fact s may be, ·:1e kno'7 tha t Di~rae li 

d 1 1 not alrun hi3 du t y this time a s he did not on any other occas­

i on. rie prou'il;.r stood up and again at this Congress pleaded the 

cause of Jer: ish r 1E)lts. Gladstone, who was the oth~r English 

Plenipoten t.iary, s po1'e of Disraeli in the follor:in~ \':ay: ·~y 

\':ords described Lord Bea.con::;f ield ' s conduct about Jewish disabil-

i ti ea a!': honourable to him, as I think 1 t. And I vm:: gl a · of 
(~l) 

an 0"1portun1 ty of !>O deacribin ~~ it ." Ur. Ge ore Br "l.ndes , who 

saw him n.t the Oongre ~ s or Berlin , r emarked, " I thoueht cf' his 

:;enu1ne sympathy with the co!:".?!1on people whose c a.use he had defend­

ed , and \'/1th t l:e oppre eaed race to which he was never asha.med to 

be lori_.e , and , .. hose r ieht s he compelled Roumania t ·: acknor:ledge at 
(32 ) 

the Conr,ress ." 
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Chapter VII. 
Friends and Foee of Disrae l i. 

In thi s s :10rt o.hapter it will r.ot be our objact to mention 

~1 1 th,~ f'r1 :mds and f'oes th'3.t Disraeli aver ha~, f'C!.' this \110Uld 

r.al:e up :i vol ume in 1taelf'. l?e shall :nerely recoril a f9 ·, : of 

hie fri end-:: and ei-em1es,thus s 1v1nt; an idea. of v:hci they were. 

On l3 of his very closest f'riendc; wa s a 1!.rs . Er y1ges \'!illyans. 

She was an elderly widow of Jewish des c9nt . She wa.s an h~ire~s 

of' ...... certain Eendez da Ooata and, 11~:~ Disraeli, she t ook [µ'Sat 

pride in tracine her anceotry b a ck t o so~e creat f'a~ily in Spain. 

tier father \·;a-; Abraham Mendez d :i. Co3ta ·:.'i10 C 'l!'lO fro:n Bath, and it , 

1 1 Jmo~·m tha.t he d ied in 1782. Ura . 1V1llyaras na -: b '3t vreen seventy 

ann eii:;hty years of a ge when she f irs t too}i: a n inter est in Diarael "i 

in th0 yea r lP51. .5he was attracted to Disraeli f er sev~ral rea-

t30!1s. Disra9l1 wa s prcud of hi n race and s o H a '> aha. Ar.cl there 

i s n po::;a ibi l i ty t 21at they were rela.tod for tb~re seems to hava 

b ::an e. tie of blood b ')t '.' e Jn her anc ~~ etorn , the d '\ Cos t as and 

~isra:: li ' s relatives, the Lara<J . That one of" t~e t i e .3 cf fri end-

. i!~ 5. ~J between th9t" waG duo to th~ ir c onron '1.?loestry is ex pl .. 1n9d 

by ~ l i n e in a lettor rrritt en to her. ~israeli write s, " I ~ is 

1 vin,1_1ca tion, and \ I hope, a c or.pl ote one, of the r s.co fr o:-:1 which 
(l J · 

·:re a lika s -iriu~~ ·" Di sraeli w1s he, ·e ref err in~ to his booi< , "Tancred", 

rrhich h1 s ont to h er ~s i , r 3aent . A real intimate friendshi ~ 

· ~ ·')·;; t;) b ·,; t\'rnan the t wo . :::ho wn.s a br illi a n t wonnn and t he aolll'c 'J 

of ~loa.suro d o!" iV •3rl wau :-:rutual . Very '.'"""UCll of t he correspondenc e 

t hn.t took pln.ce bet,·:aun t he t wo io recorded in t h'.J thirii volume 

or :~ney~eru ·y and Ruokl~ ' G book on Di s r aeli . 

One c o ;.:ld ~;rit ! a. >:r.ta.11 tho o i s on th1J i n timate relat i onship 



- 84-

t hat existed between the Rothschilds ar~ Disraeli. 

tie th~t br ought then t or.et her ·.:::i.o ·-o doubt, the .; o!f'.r.on ti -~ of , 
race . The Rothschil<ta wer o 3. ·;;Jalthy f .:i.m1ly, ye:: , :-.rea t monay-}:ings 

i n Eng l ·nd, ·:;h~m :·10raa li was 5a inint; recognition as i political 

f ;\ctor 1n Parliament. Disraeli thoUl)ht :; o nuch of the Rothschilds 

ths.t h!3 ?:'1ade t her h i !J hero-tr1e char acter in th9 personage of 

Sidonia. in his nove ls. On e t7r1ter seer.lS to t h ink that there nae 

1ior e th::m a co~"~"'"unity cf' r a.ce betvreen t h er- . He 3aid , " ~er !) is 
(2 ) 

a cOL"D'!IU"' ity of' def iance to the pr9jUd1ces of cre od . 11 It is quite 

possible that this was also one of the cond i tio~s th:J.t 11n1".od them 

toi::;et h ':r. The Rothschilda wero one of the few f'a!!!ilies i n Enzland 

t he.t seeme d to ha.v '=' entra!1ce ir~.to the s ocioty of ..::nt;lish a ... isto-

era t s . Considsri!18 t he prejudice t hat pr·iv a iled agai ns t t. he Jews 

in t he ~id ·\l·'l of the ninet'3enth century, i t is quite r emo.r lrn.b l e 

t o sec ths Rothschilcls ~ova in t h 9 hit;hest c ircle~ ~'f l';n t:, lieh 

1ocic ty. But it i s quite easy to under s tand ths 9ituat1on in 

ths case of the Rothsoh1 l ds. Besides being ~ very rosp3ct ~ble 

f ani ly they wcr3 i T!'lll'lensely 1::~althy. \'/hen one po :.s esse5 th~set·."To 

qu:•.l itie r one i 3 ~ 1 ·. : <J.y s very much in demand . Human nature W3.B 

no d i f'f erent i.n thoc:;o d'ly:; th~n it i s in our own. 

As e"lrly a::; 183 8 \'te notic ) !J i s r aeli at t cmdint; a concert a.t 

·:.-ltic h Baroneas Lione l de Rothschild happened t o b e prosent, I n 

oni::~ of his lettor z t hat he ·::rot e to hi:J s i ster wo not ice how 

'3 nt hua1 n.stica.lly he r aves ab out ]L)r . As s. Ma.t tor of f nct, it 

soa:-s that whenever he wr:ote t o h i s s ister, he ncv'3r ne.:.;l ect'3~ 

t o nake mention of t he fact t m t a eo-o.nd-so Rothschi ld a l so 

ha.:>'1"3nod to be at t 1'! J pn.rt icular soc i i l f'unction . In 18 :39 he 

once dined ni t h tl1e ?lonte f 1ore5 3.n<'l he 7"1ent1ons t l:e f act that 
t :ie.t 

he rnet Anthony Rothschild t her o a.nd .... the l n.tter was t o rr.arry 
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Charlotte }. ~ontef'iore. It 1s inte resting to notice the remark 
nt. 

that ha makes a bout t I'-e other guest ~ preseA Be said, • Ther~ were 

the Rothschilde, Uonte rioreG, Alberts, a nd Disraelis - not a 
(3) -

Chr i stian na.rne , bv t 1.ra.ry Anne bears it like n ?hilosoph9r." 
ed 

I n 1843 he attend,. e. ::1ost gorr;eous ba ll .;iven by Solo::on de 

Rothschild. Disraeli take3 cre~t pride in describine the snlendour 

and magnifice 1ce of the a.tfair, ~nd if ~e can ~ead between the 

lines, we can nota how prov l he is to t hink that 3. Jev; can give 

such an affair. T.n 1845 a child was born t c Lionel de Rothschild 

and Disraeli ;er.t :11ni a l e tter of congratulation , stating ther'3-

in that he ho ped that t he child would"nrova worthy of the pure 
(4) - e -

and sacred r a.ce . :t On many ocoa.aion "'ne f'inr' D1eraol1 i n the 

ho~c of the Rothschilda. And the visits uar e returne~ by the 

Rothschilds to Disr~eli's home a t Huz henden Manor . A real inti­

r.iate f'rlendsh11 ex i s t ed bet ween t he two. It was witn r e1l plea­

aur a t hat Disraeli witnessed the succes sful e l ection of' Lionel 

de Rothschild a s a member of' Parliament fo.· t he cit y of London. 

It was around thi s el :iction of Rothschi l d t hat !!!Uoh or the con-

troversy of the Jews ' Bill too1-~ place. It oust h9.ve been a source 

of e;re ...,_ t p lea surs t:or Disraeli t c champion the cause of' Rothscl·,.ild 

i n particular J.ni t h -:-. c :.Lt :s') cf t he J e·.·r s in t_;oneral. It must have 

been a source of e.;reat satisf' :i.ctior~ f or Disraeli to r: itness the 

successf ul pa.s :3 1n: · of t !"!e Bill and he h1mse l ±' ha~ia the pl easure 

of' introducing Rothschil,1 into t he House of Co;·r.ions. 

It must be r.19n t i on :d tha.t it wo.i:; \·11th tha • i ·i of t h e 

fino.nces of' Rothschild that Disraeli was abl e to maJ:o t110 pur-

ch·~. se of the Sue z Can al shares, a stroke of poli t1c1l £enius that 

brought Di s rae l i =:uch f o.vore.ble cor.unendation. 

And just one moru f' s.ct sha ll we mention 0.nd th::>.t i s that 

after Disraeli ha~ to g ivo up 10 Downing St r o:;. t. to 1:r. ?lad stone, 



11 Ho hac1 no home" as ~rnmGono ea id," except :Ln tb.e home of Mr·. 

Alfred de Rothschild, uho surrounded him with everything that 

princely hospitality, tried and warm friondship,~nd cultivated 
(5) 

taste ooulcl of'f E'H'. 11 

Just ari i.t ts not in ou:r:· prov:~nco to reoorcl all tho names 

of the fr:lend:::i of Di.sraeli 
1 

so :Ls it not in our field to quotc0 al 1 

tho nam0H·i of his f'oes. But we shall :merely record a few1 of hin 

characteristic adversaries. 

Orn'J of h:l.D ver'y unf a:Lr and. pre ,j1J.c1:Lcecl b:togrB,pherr::i i:rn,s 

a Mr. O' crn;111q,r. ru.121 book really i.s not vrnrth the paper u;1o:n which f ~·--:V""'VC ' . . 

it is written. In his book on Disraeli he says that tho author 

of Homola, "when Bhe drew the portrait of the adventurous GreE)k, 

war-i not unconEicious of' the resemblance between tll.e creation of 

her pen and the successful Hebrew who in her own time had attained 
( (3) 

such mastery over a Christian and a We~tern people." Furthermore, 

th:ls same author oontrEtsts th,3 char:-:,ct0)r of Derby w:LtL Disraeli, 
t 

1)t:d:.ting Dorby in a bri1J.j.Ji,;_1' light and of' visrae1i 80,ying ho 11 h:J,d 

histr:i.onto trickr:-J v1ortby of an l::astern r::ihowman and perilous flar::ihel::l 

of a romancer's imagination." 

Disraeli was one of the admirers of Carlyle but we know 

that tho reverse was far from true. Oarlylo had little use for 

all JewG in general ~nd Disraeli bs did not like at all. Of all 

the nasty remarks evera(uttered against Disraeli, his was one 

of the worst. Carlyle called ldm 11 a superla.t:l.ve Hebrew oon;]u:r>er 

spell-boun~ing all the great lords, great parties, great interests 

of Engla:r1(l to hii::i banci :Ln thie ma.nner and lE-)B,d:i.ng th(;m by the 

no:::ie l:tkE:) helpless me)smerized somr.u;i,mbul:b1t catt1o to iauoh irrnue~ 

It nm.rc1t bEJ romemberod that :Ln i3ptto of thiB slur, Dif:Jraoli was 

one of the first men to see that alJ honour ~as naid Oa:rlyJe 
, • •• • • ' • ~ ·'· ' '·'· • '" J 

I ; , 
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a.ftor his death. 

Onn of his most bitter a.dv9rsar1er, w~s the panar, Punch. 

~11 t!lr0u c h Disraeli' s career this ~~p3r a ttacked him in the ~oul­

est ways. Oarioa.ture3 of Dlsra.oli in the most inaulting positions 

were r.iade continuou s ly. Leech -.. :as the"artie~"of' t he !)aper and 

the one uho launcha~ most or this ridicule a8ainst him. Yet it 

is wort~y of mention that when Leech's wi dow ni ed in 1868, it 

was Disraeli .that ordered her pension to be transterred to her 

children. 

Another book that was terribly ant1-aem1t1o and more ant1-

~isra3 11 was published ~on~uGlJ under the title of " Politi­

cal Adventure~ ot Lord Beaconsfield.• This book is very similar 

to the abov9 quot ed book by O' conner. It i s just a a prejudiced 

and cutting in i t s r emarks a gainst the J ewA ann Disraeli in ryar ­

ticular. Th1B book ape s.ks of Disraeli • s c" r eer a s " ,,_er:iora lizing 

to t he national cba.rn.cter, and a s l o-.·;ering the standard and aims 
{7 ) 

of 3n~lis~ uolitics." This is certai nly an unjus t accusation
1
as 

VF;} sh:lll brin"' 01; t in t ho next chapt ; r. Says this b ook ac;ain , 

" Sinister interest s o.n1 powerf'ul inf'luence~ y;hi ch aro not Eng lish 

sw ':J.y En£11s h "'lolitics •• • •• • The rulers of' the s~.·na >" OV'1e are more 
( 3 } 

l argely t h"l.n i s suspect ed th') rulers of' · n l, l 1nd . " \':hat a ridicu-

lous remark! The calibre of such an auth~r could lead him to 

3 a.y anythin8 in his ..,r o judice. 

Some of th~ vi l es t nanes that ever earn~ f'r om the mouth 

ot' man were directed against Disraeli by the great Irish s tates­

man, Daniel o•cor.nell. It anp~ars that O'Connell once din a favor 

f or Disr a eli r1h~n the lat ter i'la3 a candidate for a. certa in dis-

trict in ::n0l and. Later, when Disraeli became a confirmed Tory
1 

he a,oke a. ·ainst t he Whi r.s , ;.n rl oerto.i n expressi ons that he used 
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•·:er e 11s1nt9rpreted as a slur a gainst Daniel O'Connell. Disraeli a;u.,.. 

BJrted on ma!lJ ocoas1ona afterwar ds that he did not mean to 1mplf 

that O'Connell was an inoend1a.ry and a traitor. Disraeli olai.JD6d 

that the London Times did not quote him correctly. Natur&llf, 

o 'Oonnell resented the insinuation,ana in a speech at Dublin took 

the opportunity ot attacking Disraeli. In tha course of his 

speech O 'Co~.nell s a id, " I must conf'ess that so; e ot the attacks 
me 

ma.de on A part1oularly one, by a l.lr.D1srael1, at Tauten, surprised 

ne •••• • He stands the other da y at Tauton, and by way ot reoormnend­

inr, h1~selt to t he electors he calls me an incendiary and a traitor. 

Mou my answer to this piece of gratuitous impertinence is, that 

he is o.n eeregious liar. He is a liar both in action and in words. 

\'lhat! shall such a vile creature be tolerated in England ••••• He 

is a l i ving lie : and tho British Empire is degraded by toleratine 

a miscreant of his abominable desoript1on ••••• His name shews that 

he 1s ot Jewish origin. I do not use it as a term ot r eproach; 

there are many mos t respectable Jews. But there are, as in every 

other people, sorne ot the lowest and mos t dis[;Usting gr~de of 

~oral turpi tude; and of those I look u pon 1lr. Disraeli as the 

·.rnr at. Ho ha:J just the qualities of the impenitent thief on the 

Cross, and I verily be lievn, if 1 ~. Disraeli ' s family herald were 

to be examined and his genealos y traced, the same persona~e would 

be d i s covered to te the heir at law of the exalted individual 

to whom I allude." Disrae 11 vms greatly incensed upon reading 

this sourrilous attack which O'connell m:J.Cle. Disraeli r.·oul d 

hav e cha.lleneed O' connell hi mself to a duel but lmm1ing that o' con­

nell vowed that he woul n never fi B}lt another duel, Disrae li ohal­

lencJd t he son to a.s surne his fath3r's reeponsibilit~es. The son, 

however, refused , s tat i ng th~t he was not reaponsible for his 

father's actions. Thus 1.1r. Disraeli contontoo hi1ns elf ·;;; th 
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· ;ri ting a Tery stron~ letter to Dani el O'Connell. Parts of his 

l etter read as tollons : " Although you have lon~ placed yoursel.1' 

out of t he pale or o1v111aation, still I am one who will not be 

insulted , ev en by .a Yo.boo, wi thout chastising it ••••• I admire 

yo1 ·r scurrilous allusions to my origin. It is quite clear that 

t!'lo ' hereditary ·oondsman • has a lready forgotten the clank of 

his t otter. I know the t actics of' your Olnlrch ; it clamours for 

to l er ati or , and i t l abours f or su premacy. I s ee that you are 

quite prepared to persecute •••••• ! am not one of those public 

begGara that we seo ewarmin6 with thoir obtrus ive boxes in the 

cbll.pol o of' your creed, nor ar. I ip possession of' ~ princely re-

'Tenue wrunc from a s tarving r ace of f'e.ne.t1cal sli:tves •••••• We 

shall neet at Phillipi; and rest aaeure:i ~=t.~t , confident in r. 

GOOd cause, and i n , ooe energies which have not been alto£;etl1er 

1mpr oved, I lvill s eize tho f'iret opport~nity of inflicting upon 

you a casti gation which will r.?a.ke you at the ea.me time r emember 

:nd r epent the 1nsultR t hat you have lavished Ur><m ( 9 ) -
(siGtled) l'en janin Dis rae li." 

All of the abov e let tars were publishen openly ir~ th9 London Times. 
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0h&pter vt!I. 

OOBCLQSION. 

~what Ie BeT-

Disraeli once wrote ar essay under t he title, "What I a Bet" 

This i s the question which wo must a sk 1n c oncludin;::; this t hesis. 

However, to be entirely just, it i s not a fair question to ask 

at · the conclusion ot ~ paper,sinoe we did not undertake to pre­

sent the entire his tory of his lif'e. If we bad discussed his 

persona l traits, hi e political onreer~and a ll the incidents in 

his life we woul d be prepared~ to c onclude a s t o what the man 

really wa s . But t hi s task was not in our province. t:e may, how­

ever, ask tho questio:., frol'!' a nore limited poi nt of' view. Prom 

our 9X:'.:'OB1tion of t he subject, we I:l&y, wi th r easonable ~ust1f'i­

cat1on, inquira as to \7hether we today would c oruiider him a 

Jew. 1\::jain, I t r.i nk i t i s in our province to diicuss the question 

as to whothar he \78.S a rea l loyal and true Englishman, since many 

people ar e prone. t o th~nk ot hin as a f'oreignor r1ho i nposed hie 

per sonn.lity u~on Engl and . And furthermore, these peopl e believe 

th.at Disraeli subor dinated his English loya lty to his love for 

t he Semitic race. Since we discussed his r ace theor y and dwelt 

upon the Jewish e lement s in Di s r aeli, it is incumbent u pon us 

to see to what extent the accus-i.t ion of his ..... 'nglish 1nf'1de lity 

i s juet1£1ed. As a matter of cc rr1eni ence ·,;e sha ll d i acuaa the 

point of' his English a lle[;i anco first. 

\"iaa Di sraeli _.n r,l iah t Thi a question has been answer ed in 

the nei..:'\t ive about o.o often JJ. s it bas r ooeived a positive reply. 

Even a man like Eryce, '~hoeo renutation f or fa~ rnesa i s unquest­

ioned, sai d of Disraeli, w He did not r a i s e, he may even have 

lowor ed , the t ono of ;;;n(~ l is:1 public l ife." Bryce i s certainly 
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not one or those who speak a s a. result or blind prejudice. In 

a brilliant article on Disraeli he gj ve;, the latter f'ull praise 

:l.l1d credit for all the deeds which he accomplished . or course, 

Mr. Bryoe i s ontitled to hie O?inion, yet r believe that he was 

a lit t le harsh in pronouncing the following statement: •rmagine 

a man of stronB Ytill and br1111a.nt intellectual powers, belonging 

to an ancient o.nd peraecuted race, who f ind o hir.iaelf' born· in a 

fore i bn country, ani d a people f o1
1

) hose i dea.a and habits he 

ha s n o s ympathy and s cant reanect . 11 This picture is certainly 

over.:_drafm. Bryce 1z c~rtainly not sta tins the t acts i n this 

description of Disraeli. lrfo•'• ·remark is just as oft color as 

i s the view of the e;entlemc.n who s aid of' Disraeli, " He bad manners 

an~1 the ways of an outsider, - a curious guest lookine; upon ~ 

land a s upon a chess board for his amusornent and his advancement 

in f ntne and unon the Quoent the Knif;hts and the bishops a.a so 
u~, 

reany pieces in his lw.nds.• Thie is a nice picture but it certain-

ly ~1srepreoents the truth. Disraeli wa o not such an outs ider as 

he was accus ed or being. It i s true that he wrote rnucb a~out ·the 

Hebrew !)Oople and tcok great pride in talking about Jerusa lem, but 

th1s,certainly,1s no indication that he loved i.i:ngland less. It 

this is the gr ound f"or judt;ing a mo.n' s loya.lty we wou l d have to 

suspect many an author for int'idelity t o hi s c ountry. Gtill an­

othor writer has this t o s ·· y a.rout h im : •oerta.1nly c. century and 

a quc.rter of r e s idence in ?..:n~land on t he part of his ance s t ors 

~nd himself ha s left little trace on tho mind an~ character of 

Lor d Boacon9f ie ld. Re 1e 1n alilost every es sential point t'ar more 
(3 ) 

of a Venetio.n and a Jew than of an Engliehnan." This again, is 

merely an opir..ion and to my mind it i s not correct. Thus far we 

have cited mere ly t he o~inion of those who olai~ that Disraeli 
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opinion. 

Proude, for example, a.dl!lits that there is a poes1b111ty 

of misconstruing Disro.el1' a oriental word· piotures. He says 

that it is very e '\sy for one to oonolude that Disraeli was more 

of a. atran~er than a.n Englishman beoause he lays so muoh stress 

on tho Par East and its poople. But Froude woul d warn one not 

to draw this conclusion because it would not be true. In his 

orrn ·::ords Froude says, • In the EnBlish version St. Paul r easons 

like an ii:neliohman. A Jew reads i n st. Paul's l aneua.ge allusions 

to oriental customs and bel1e:rs of whioh Europeans knoVI nothing; 

\1e have theref ore no r :'.}ason to suspect Disraeli of insincerity 
(4 ) 

because he did not express himselt a.a ·::e do. 11 It many or those 

pers ons who acouaed him of being un-English would have read his 

books with this spirit they would have spared ther selvee their 

unre::.sonable remarks about him. As 3. matter of tact I believe 

that D1srao11 tried t o be more •nglieh than the Bnglish themselves. 

As Mr. Georg Brandes pointed out,• For Lord Beaconsfield, the 

great states~en ot Bnglana are the decisive authorities; he does 

not a ppea l to i dea n, but to precedents , not to principles, but 

t o Bolll1gbroke or :::~elburne; he cloez not quote <3h:::.l:o!)pcare, but 

.l:!ansarn ; ho desi r es to be above :i.11 things, national and hi s tor-
(5) 

ical~ In hi s book , "Syb:tl" he gives his idea throuB!l the t'louth 

of Egrer.ont, saying , " The mind of :.::ngl cnd i s the cind of the 

rising r ace ." Was 1 t not Disraeli r1ho wa::; oost zea lous in his 

efforts to keep the colonies c l ose to England and pervade them 

\·:1th a strong Cr[;liah at:-ospher e T I t. waa his one groat ambition 

to see ~ngland become the great leadi ng power of the world. Ha. 

was an i mperialiat thro· ·~h a.nu t1irough. Er. Hora.co B. Sa.1"1Uel says 

o~ him, " In the same s pirit in which he himael1' had obtained 



the foremost plaoe in.England, he des ired that England s hould ac­

quire the f oremost rank amongst the nations; wb1la, a.a is shown 

by his I mperial policy , he i~sed aor-othing of hie orm pictures que -
(G ) 

ns s s into t he no l icy of the ?'!los t prosa ic power in Europe.• He loved 

... ne;land and he wa s always heart and soul for bis country. A Ur. 

John Skelton eays ot him th.at he wa.'.' " by race, perh.D.pe, more a 

citizen of t he world. But it i s clear, looking to his whole 

career, that Mr. Disrae li ·.- a s inepirod throughout by a sense ot 
(7 ) 

the grea.tne ::; a of Bng l and." Much has been y;ritton t o s how th.at 

Diaraeli' H entire ~astern policy was the result ot his vivid 1ma.g-
1nat1on and of hie oriental temparamont. And that t act i s also 

quoted as a ·)root ot t ho t act that he was a tore i gner in England. 

As a final sentence to refute th1a oonclue1on, l e t me quote the 

y:orde of an a ppreciative writer on Dis raeli. This author was 

l.fr. Geor ge Towle. Said he, " Despite the 'un-Engliah ' reputation 

whi ch many writ er s hav e suc ceeded in i;iving Disraeli, it can s c n.rce­

l ~f b e que s tioned th.o.t h i s East ern polioy was thor ouch ly Sns lish 

i n its procedonts .:md bearing. He seens t c have follor1ed closely 

in th3 foot-st•3ps or Wellington, Pt:iel, ancl Pa l n er -:: tnn et a l.• (S) 

In ny opinion aloo, there is no quaot1on a.bout i t t hat Disraeli 

wa.;, thorctll:hly Eng lish and he loved Sni;lu.nd wi t h the heart of" a 

r oll.I patriot . 

Novi \:a may "'.3k t he qceati on :l.3 t o rihot her ho \':~G a r !>ure-

aentative J ew . It 1o str a!"'_gJ to say tho.t Georg Brand!)S , also a 

Jer: c.nd one of h is no:; t 21.r>proc 1ativo b i osr:;.?hars, deob .. res t hat 

he mus t a.ns···or t ho que:: tion in the n e.cativo. I say it i ::; s trange, 

l·ecause as ;·! e r e ad Mr. Drandes ' book, ono ·::ould expect him to 

ooAe to t he O!Jpo :.i 1 to conclusion . For ex :..mplo, 1.ir . Br andes remarl:s 

th:J.t "Di s r ael i cort~.inly cannot re l ool:ed u pcm a s tho per .:;on1fi c e..tion 

of' the ::::a.ny- u5.r1o<lno3s of' t h:; J ewi::ii1 r:?..ce; !10 i s w~ntin[.; i n i den.listio 
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tendencies." As I finished re~ding Brandea' s 

wer9 just t he very ones t hu.t he attributod t o 

boolc these qualities J) 
Disr ae li. And as 

a matter of fact I be lieve tha t Disraeli wa.o particularly rich 

in just these ~ossess ions . These are t wo strong points as t o 

11hy I oon3ider him a. rair represent at ive of the Hebr~vr people. 

He was ever r eady to admit hie ilebrew origin a.nd on a.11 occasions 

showed the ;::;entile world that it was a privilege to belong to 

that ancient rnoe. He boa~ted of the Jewish religion and demonstra.-

t ed to the Chri~tian world that th5 Bebren r e lig ion \Va.s the predo-

ceesor in thou r;ht of all other r elie;ions. 'l"v10 points t hat stand 

out i n Di s raeli are hie ide~lism and intens e practical energy. 

Thi s ha.a aver been characteristic of t he Jewi sh people in gener-

al. It cannot b '.3 d enior1 that Disraeli poe3e !"!sed t hese t wo qua.11-

tieo in a marked aegree. His intenoe conservatism both 1.n reli­

e,i on and politics art" perhaps a l so du :i to the J ewi sh blood that. 

tlo;-1ed throU[,h hi s veins. He had a tenac1 ty of purpos P. t hat 

wa'3 s i mply aatoundin0 . Whenever Ile made up :i.1s rri nC. to accomplish 

':lr:yth i nc one could w~r that 1 t ·::oulrl be effected in the end. 

In thi :o trai t o.lno he d i s played ono of' th· unquestioned t ra.it s 

of t he J evti h p3o pl e. He poeaes ned the ce.loula.tin-: f'orea i i:;ht 

of t he J ew. He cou ld pi er c e into the fUture with a lmos t pronhetic 

vision. i-ie had a oonc.,ntra.tive power that wa~ remarl~able. The 

whol ? \·:orld may hav'3 buzzed with ,'?. thousa.nr1 vari etie s or noises, 

but i f Disr ae li h a/ 1 1:1 .:; rninc1 on one t hinf he would r mnain unshaken 

by tr~ tu;mllt. ln t ho po~sos~i on of this t r ait h~ ra~ind~ u s or 
the ex:>0ri1Jncc :3 of the Hebre-:-1 p ·:rnnl e . He :;pc.rkled i71 t h \7 i t · and 

wa s rno:3 t cut t i n g in hi :J aarca. 3:m . Surely these are Jeuish t raits . 

He waa 1'.'!0re 0£ a Jew than ho wa c: a Chris tian, f or l1e b'311.)Ved 

t hat Chri st i anity W0.3 r.:0r :i ly r1ov3 l opr;d Judaism. On this noint 
Froud? has this to say of him : "It wouln be wrong t o s ay t hat 
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Disraeli had no s incere rel1£1oua c onvi ct i ons. He wa3 a Rebr9w 

t o the heart of h im. He accepted t he Hebre~ traditi on a s a true 

::i.c count of tho w0rld a.nd of ma.n's pL\oe in it. Ha was nomina.lly 

a me~ber of the Church of England; but hi3 Chris tianity was some­

thin~ of his OV7?1, and h i s creed as sketched in his 'Lit~ or Lord 

Georec BJntinck' would scarcely finn ~coeptance 1n any Ohrist ian 
~10) 

oonmrunity . I thoroughly concur in the observati on of Proude. 

Bryco s~id of him that he auoceeded in making "himsel.1' 

one of the f'our or f'ive gre 'J.t est personal forces in the world." 

Again quoting Bryoe, "'t'lhatever judcnont hi ~tory may ultima.t oly 

pass u pon him, she l71ll f'ind in the long ann2. l 3 of the English 

Parlian~nt no more striki ng figure." 

After Dis r aeli died, Punch, the p:.per th.:i.t c::.r icatured 

h1ri ~11 throu: h his lite , published the f'ollowin5 tribute to 

himr 
Success incarnate, self-inspired, self'-raiaed 

To that pro\11 height whereat youth's f'anoy aimed , 
\'Thom even t~o~e wi10 doubted '7h1l st they pra ised , 

Ad;,ired, e'en whilst they blamed. 

The followinc splendid resolution was passed at the meetin0 
(11) 

of t he Boo.rd of J ew13h Deputies: 

" That this Board deoires to record its dee p r eGr et ~t the 

death of the Rt . Bon . Bcnjanin Disraeli, Barl of Beaconfield K.G., 

and it 'J adni ra.tion of 'l 3tateaman ·::ho, during a. long a.nd r ·:nna.rkable 

public c~r~er, devoted proeni nent a.b111tieo and ~ brilliant eenius 

to tl:e ::;'3rVicc of h13 Queen ant'! c ountry. Thi n Eoar d r ocognizes 

th:;.t the dace"'.-:; 9d earl hao n c l uin on tho gratitude of the J e ·::ish 

oo'!""'.T.ltUlity by re~aon cf his couragoouo :uld por3i s tent 0fforta to 

rai s e :::.nn di~nify the Jewish nama anrl race throu&h the modium of 

his pol1 tic al ::orl-s, b y his votes in Parliar.1ent, his ;ioli ti c a l 

influence,- and by the po,·:ert'ul support he recently :;ave at the 

5erl1n Congre s~ to t he principl es of r e lic1ous libert7.• 
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