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CHAPTER I 

Introduction 

Seotion 1. The Problem.. 

In the midst ot the moat advanoed aoientitlo age 

1n human hiatoey there baa emerged and grown to universal 

power, one ot the moat ayat1oal and withal vibrant tore•• 

ever conceived bJ man - the ap1r1t ot nationalism. In a 

world pr1mar117 ac1entit1o and mechanical 1n organization 

and tunot1on thel"ll baa grown to t'ruit1on that moat irra

tional of al.1 toroea - nat1onal1•. In neey countq. 

amongst eveq people nat1onal1• baa beoome •the -.in pil

lar or th" faith ot the men ot the new age•. In the ....u
oat and weakest aa wel1 aa 1n the greatest and atrongeat, in 

the Democracies aa well aa 1n the Autb&r1tar1an atatea, 1ta 

preaenoe ia univdraal. its power unoaloulable. 

Hevertheleae, like ao many other ooncepta, that of 
~\., 

nation together with 1te derivitivea nationalit7 and na-

t1onal18111 have oreated a tremendous literature of conllict-

1ng theories and opinions aa to their origin, their prooesaea 

ot developnent and on many other aapeots of the problem. 

1'tlougb the past two centuries have witnessed the ri••• de

velopment and growing influence ot the doctrines ot nat1onal-

1am and nationality. the constantly increasing literature 

centering upon these moat important phenomena atill mani.teat 

diverse and opposing ooncept1ona ot th••• tel'lll.8. 
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Renanl, 1n emphasising the will or desire to live 

together as the essenoe ot a nation and A. Zimmernl in de

t1DJ.ng it aa a •bo47 ot people united b7 a oorporate aent1-., 
.. nt ot peculiar 1ntenait7, int1mac7, and dignitT, are tar 

removed tram Stalin2 who believes a nation •ia an h1stor10-

all7 evolved atable comaunit7 ot language, territol"J. eco

nomic lite and psychological makeup manifested in a oo..un-

1 ty ot culture.• 

And Stalin is tar removed !l'OIR x. Rennei-3 wbo be

lieved •the nation 1a not a conoept belonging to national 

h1sto17, to etmolog or to sooiolog but to politioa. 

Simply aa inert bodies. nations are uceecllngl.7 ancient but 

as oonacious active units they bave not existed very long. 

Tbe science or politics regards the nation as organised 11aaaea 

ot human1t7 or at least masses capable ot organisation wb1cb 

detach themselves apat1all7 trom the wbol.8 bod7 ot •nJdnd 

and mark themselves out b7 a unique hiator,.. language and 

civilization strives after power aide by aide and 1n oon

tl~ct with one another and exercise power ••• • 

The problem as to wba t oonati tutea a nation or 

nationality is no mere pedogog1c bagatelle tor each speoifio 

interpretation and definition will set ott its own practical 

conaequenoea - and atte~t the problem ot nationalities 1n 

1. B. Renan - Qu•eat ce qu•une nation - L•VJ''•; Paria 1882• 
2nd Bd. 
A.. Zilllllern - Nationality and Govt. Clatto & Windua; 

London1 19181 P. 52. 

2. J. Stalin - Marxism and the National Qjestion, Int'l Pub. 
N.Y. P. 8 (B.D.) 

3. x. Renner - Quoted in B. Xobn - Nationali .. and Imper1al1•• 
p. 51. Harcourt Brace & Co. N.Y. l9:li8. 



general and that moat puzzling ethnic phenomenon -- the 

Jews -- 1n particular. With the problem ot the .Jewish 

group •• intricate as ever, and et111 tar troa solved, 

further investigation 1n this tiald is imperative tor al.l 

who are concern@d tor the rate ot our people. 

In th1a paper we are concerned pr1.mar117 w1 th 

•everal theories concerning and affecting tbe statue ot 

the Jewish people. Betore proceeding an7 turther however 

it must be made clear that in an7 treatment ot the problea 

ot the Jn and nationalism three important tactora must be 

taken into consideration. 

1. Kodern Jniah nat1.ona11SJD 1a an outgrowth ot 

European nat1onal•.aa •tn one aenae the moat ancient, 1n an

other the latest or the nationaliSlll.8 which awakened b7 the 

French Revolution dominated the socio-political h1ato17 ot 

Europe during t}le nineteenth century ••• •4. An understand

ing ot the origin and rise ot nationa11m 1n Burope there

fore 111 prerequisite to an understanding or Jewish nat1on

a11a:m. 

2. It 111 inevitable that one•a attitude to nation

alism aa a movement must ult1Datel7 a.tteot one'a attitude to 

Jewish nationalism. With increasing numbers the merits and 

usef'ulneaa ot nationalism as a moveaent 1a being queat1oned.s 

With the r1ae ot Mussolini and Hitler and the aeoen.aion to 

•· B. X&llen - Judaism at Ba7, Blocll Pub. Co. l9S2, P. 127. 

5. R. Tagore - Nationalism - P. 2'1. 

\·' 



power ot authoritarian govol'lUllenta elsewhere, nat1onal1a 

1n general aeema to have long outlived ita purpoaea. •In 

the social order ot Europe it bad ita a1gn1t1oanoe and 

just1ticat1on when there was need to aupercede teudaliaa 

and tribal and local patriotiam baaed upon agriculture, 

local markets and amall town.a, and to rise to the larger 

territorial unite required b7 the capitalist economic 

a7stem. Nationalism was the 1ntel1eotual torm assumed 

b7 the needa ot 1nolp1ent oapitallsm and the 7outhtul 

middle claaa. In the west toda7, when industry and aooial 

toroea demand tielda ot aot1v1t7 which oroaa and ab&tter 

national trontiera, nationalism ia in realit7 an outworn 

myth which however tor that ve'r"f reason clings obat1natel7 

to 1ta place in men' a thoughts, resorts to violenoe and 

aince it ia no longer capable ot mastering social and 

eoonoaic problama throwa ott ita early democratic gu1a• 

and tends towards d1ctatorah1pa.•6 

It it be true then that nationalism 1n Eul'Ope ia 

an outworn myth and baa become an evil eaa117 manipulated 

bJ' unscrupulous leaders against the interests ot mankind, 

the rise ot another nationalism -- Jewish nat1onal1- -

can be vie•ed only with auapicion and d1atruat. •evertbe

leaa while it 1a true that Internationalism and ita 

•opposite• nationalism are cona1dered mutuall7 hoatile, 

it cannot be den1ed that an 1nternat1onal1aa ia oonoeinble 

6. H. Kobn - op. cit. P. 19. 



which not only does not question nationalia• but preeup

poaes it, a kind or nat1onal1• devoid ot the dangeroua 

aol1po1stic tendencies inherent in certain torma ot na

tional1sa. 

5 

c. Ba,.ea7 bas aUlllDed up this aapeot ot the problem 

when he wrote •xationaliam 1n many ot its doctrines and muoh 

ot ita practise baa undoubtedly been a benet1oent 1ntluenoe 

in Modern h1stor1. Unfortunately 1t haa tended to evolve a 

highly intolerant and warlike type which we have arbitrarily 

termed integral. Clearl7 the outatanding tad before na

tional education is to train aaong the coming generation a 

large number or men and women ot character and rea.son wbo 

wil~. peroe1ve the dangers or integral nationalism not only 

to humanity at large but to each and eve17 nation and who 

will guide the future evolution or nationalism again into 

channels or international peace and justice.• 

s. The third consideration is that with the 

analysis and interpretation ot the position and atatua of 

the Jewish group, the ultimate fate or the Jewa will be 

inextricablJ' bound. Por this reason the attitude of an7 

student or the problem to Jewish biatol"J' and ita develop

ment will bave a decisive etreot in the tol'Wl'Ulation ot a 

specific program. 

For these reasons it ia necesaal"J' therefore that a 

brief aurve7 be made or the roroea ot nationalism aa the7 

7. c. Ba7es - Historical Evolution ot llodern lfationaliam; 
R. R. Smith Inc. B.Y. 19Sl. P. 320. 
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were maniteated in the riae ot European nations to power 

1naotar aa it aa7 have aome bearing on Jewish national1m 

and aupplementing i~ a review ot aod.ern Jewish nat1onal1-

aa an oft-shoot ot the era ot nationaliam and abow1.ng the 

position attained by Aobad Hama, Dubnow, ·and Soviet Russia 

in ita development. 

Section 2. Poroea in the Ria• ot Hationall- 1n Burope. 

In bia book •Eaaaya on Nationalim• Bayes pointa 

out that •nat1onallt7 baa alwa19 existed. Patriotim baa 

long e~ated, either aa applied to a local1t7 or aa ex

tended to an cplre. But the tuaion ot patr1ot1am with 

nationality and the predoa1nance of national patriotim 

over all other human loyalties -- Which ia nationallam -

ls modern, V8r'f aodern.•8 

The roota ot modern nationalism reaob down to 1 
three vital movement•, from the Industrial Revolution. 

the French Revolution and the Romantic Movement whioh nept 

over Europe 1n Germany, France and England in tbe laat 

quarter ot the Eighteenth and the t1rat quarter ot the Nine

teenth centur'J. 9 Baaentiall7 out ot these three events 

emerged the modern nationalist movements. 

The Industrial Revolution beginning on an e~enaive 

aoale towards the end ot the Jll.gbte'9ntb centur'f made incal

culable contributions to the spread ot nationalist doctr1nea. 

8. Ba79a, o. - Eaaaya on lfationallma, llaoaillan Co. H.Y. 
1937. P. 29. 

9. Ibid P. 43 tt. 
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While it is true tbe Industrial Revolution baa been an 

agenc1 contributing equallJ to both national and 1nter

na tional sentiments, 1n the last halt ot the Eighteenth 

oentuey it was int'luential pr1marilJ in the d1.reot1on ot 

nationalism. Ita et'tects .. re two-l'old. 

1. Beginning in a national atate and the organ

ization ot production resting on a national basia, the In-, 
duatrial Revolution aided in spreading the doctrines ot 

nationaliaa b97ond the cont1nea or Bul!Ope and created those 

forces in Asia and the Bast •bi.ch lead to nationalist as

pirationa. B. Kohn baa described the sooial and econcmio 

tranatormation ot the Bast tod&.J' -- a tranatorm.tion di.reot

ly traceable to the e1'teota ot the Industrial Revolution. 

•tn the Bast natlonal1ma. •• meets social and econmdo needs. 

Capitalist torma ot 1nduatey are making their wa7 into the 

Bast, money eoonOlllJ" and industrialization are taking their 

place beside barter and agriculture.10. 

2. Seoond11. the Industrial Revolution in per

teoting the mechanical arts ushered in the vaatl1 1.aportant 

agencies or popular propaganda, the prime need and weapon 

in the arsenal ot nationaliaa. •Population baa prod1-

g1oual1 increased with the advent ot power driven maohin

er'J', and the verJ vastness ot our modern oit1ea -- baa 

provided favorable and fertile tields tor 11&sa education. 

10. B. Kohn - op. cit. P. 19. 
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T1a9 and apaoe baT• been ao l•••ened b7 nll-7 and motor 

oar and eo nearl7 annibllated b7 telegnpb. telepbone m4 

radlo. aa to bring rural oo-mm1tl•• wlth1n the eduoatlon

al Ol"blt ot capital olttea. Journal.1- Gld wart&N. UD 

eduoatlon. baTe Mezi reTolutloa1sed botb b7 llHbanloal u
T•loia•t• and 11loreaaed Dumbel"• ot ~ Mlnp. !b9 

~t•, tm Jovnall•. and th• Datlonal edtloatlGD whlob 

noul"lah•d ao oonaplououal7 1n all national atat•• betore 

and dul"ing the reoent ONat kl" would baTe been 11Dth'nbbl• 

wltbout the lDduatl"lal 8-Tolatlon.•ll 

'fti9 aeoond Tltal ageno7 reapoulbl• tor tile apNad 

ot natlonali- waa tbe Prenob ReTOlutlon. It waa 1D tb1a 

great polltloal and aoolal rnolutlon 1n Pranoe and lta 

att•~th. tbat natlonal.1• bee-• ot age. and HTeral b&aio 

oontl"lbutlona elaborated -- oontrlbat1ou tmt baT• DOW be

come ao dHpl.7 engralDed 1D •"1"7 •t1oaal1at moT-.nt. 

1. !be Prenoh Re•olutlon pl"Omllp.ted tlrat and 

toreaoat tbe dogma ot Datlonal dmoorao7. ot popular 

a0Terelpt7 and lt• 1Jlpl1oat1one. !be7 .. re (a) the to11D1l-

1ng ot atat• dlreoted •7•t_. ot populu •l~taJT e4uoa

t1on where th• nation'• oltisena could le&l"D to re.4 and 

Wl"lt• th• national language. 

(b) '!'he founding ot atate ooatl"Olled 97.telu of 

1ID1 ••l"Ml a111 ta1"7 traln1ng ao that tbo•• wbo ~0794 the 

l"lgbta and pl"lril•ge• ot ••lt- go•enmmt ooul4 •aanM lt• 

ll. o. Ba7•• - Baaa7a on Batlonau-. P. ee. 
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duties and burdens and hence be prepared and willing to 

tight tor their countey and to pa7 the supreme sacrltice.•12 

2. But not onl7 did the Prench Revolution pro

mulgate the dos-a or the rigbt of indlviduala to detel'tl1ne 

their own form ot govermaent but it asserted aleo the 

doctrine of national aelt-determination. •old nationali

ties which had long been subject to the rule of a11en na

tionalities were induced to etruggle both tor polit1ca1 

liberty and tor national independence. Bationalities wb1ch 

had long been broken into political tragmenta were moTed to 

aeek national un1t7 and national democracy.•13 And Kohn 

ha• pointed out that •nat1onal1ata ot one count1'7 were en

thuu1aatlc tor the national freedom of other peoples.•l• 

3. And thirdly, the French Revolution -de many 

signal contributions to the technique ot nat1onal1aa. It 

elevated the lo,alty due the state to the higbeet pinnacle; 

1t inaugurated such national atandbya aa the national flag, 

the national anthem, and national holida7a. It aaaerted 

tbe principle or •the nation in arma•, and gave tremendous 

1apetua to nationalist journal.1aa. 

But it waa lett to the Romantic Movement, the 

third great agenc;y ot modern nationalillJll to give it a 

rationalist baa1s, 1ta Niaon d'etre. Rcmant1c1 .. 

12. Ibid - P. 45. 
13. Ibid - P. 57. 
14. B. Kohn - lfationalillJll 1n the Sortet Union -

G. Rautledge & Sona, London, 193S. P. 22. 
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represented the intelleotual and eathetio juat1t1oat1on 

tor nationa11-. •it bad a pronounced. nat1onal1et bent. 

Ita interest in co-on am and co-on things atimJlated 

the atu47 and revival ot tolk-wa7a, tolk-legenda, and 

tolk-music. Being a 11terarr movement, Romantic1 .. 

ezalted folk-language, and tolk-11terature and tolk

oulture; being pb1losopb1o, it attributed to eT•l"J' tolk 

a aoul and inherent mental qualities and d1at1nguiah1ng 

manners and cuatoma; being •ot1onal, it tended to con

secrate the peoul1aritles ot national Ute and to inspire 

a popular worab1p ot nat1ona11 t7. •15 

Tbeae were the three fountain heads ot nat1onal1a. 

BMr~g out ot the intersection ot the Industrial Revolu

tion in Engl•nd, the Frenoh Revolution and the Romant1o 

Movement 1n Oerman7 it awept these countries 81\d soon m

gulted all Europe. Thus, it was 1n the 111neteenth centu197, 

which eamed tor 1 taelt the name h h1ato197 •tbe Era ot 

Bat1onal1••, that the German and Italian peoples attained 

territorial unit7 and tbe nationalist aovementa ot Baatern 

Europe -- that ot the Cheese, Magpas, Polee and tbe Greeka -

found e.xpreaalon. 

Hor bave the reperouaa1ona wbloh tbeae movements 

released, ended, tor these Bigbteenth centurr agencies ot 

national!• have continued to bear their 1'ru1t be7ond 

Western Europe. Tbe7 have continued to spread and t00.7 

15. c. Ba7ea. Eaa&'J8 on Nationalism. P. 5~. 
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tlnds .laia and the East the new untapped areas ot awakened 

na t1onal1sm. 

Revertheleas, important though these agencies 

were and still are, the rise and spread ot nationalimn 

would have been seriously atreoted and impaired were it 

not for three important factors, tound in everr new born 

national group.16 

1. The first tactor is the universal emergence 

in eve17 national movement ot a compflll7 ot eminent native 

1ntellectua1 historians, philosophers, 11teraJ'1 men, etc. 

-- who are engaged wholly or 1n part 1n oonatantl7 elaborat

ing a doctrine ot nationalism in the interest ot their own 

part~eular national group. They are the leaven in the 

emergence of any national aovement. 

2 . The second factor and probabl7 aoat influential 

in the mergenee of an;y national group 1a the role played b;y 

the midclle elaaaes. It 1a this group wbioh al.moat alwa7e 

becomes the first overt and practical initiators ot the 

national movement. •xt we were to review the ao-.-ual eouree 

ot nationalism in ·~ European countrr in the Bineteenth 

Century we would be struck b7 the early prominence ot pro

teaaora, laWJ8r&, phyaioians, mercbante and bankers. Th• 

moat conapiououa nationalists in France, during the re

storation and the Second Empire were or those calling• and 

ao were the bulk or the deputies 1n the German Bat1onal 

.Aaaembl;y at Frankfort in 1848 and in the Slav National 

16. Ibid. P. 62. 



Assembly at Prague in tbe same year ••• In France, Spain, 

and England, and also among Ger:nans, Italians, Greeks, 

Polea, Caecboalovaka and Yugoslavs it was the same etorJ.•17 

3. The third important factor ie the role pl&J'9d 

by the •masses• in the national l1berat1on movement. With

out the help ot the people no nationalist movement baa ever 

succeeded. Only until the doctrine ot nationalism can tind 

lodgement in the popular 11lind will the wheels ot natio.naliat 

liberation begin to tllrn. •EYen though tbe nationalist 

movement has its origin in the middle-clasa intelligentsia, 

it tinda support in the laboring maaaes, the peasants and 

workers. Bational reaietence depends upon the maaaes ot 

peas~ts and workers, upon the tellaheen whose determination 

to win social freedom inevitably assumes the torn ot a na

tional struggle and who, ~en their historical leaders -

are alienated from their own people, produce a new middle 

class and new leaders from their own Jllidst.•18. 

In this brief review we bave noticed what we ma7 

consider the do•tnant factors 11b1.ch determined the rapid 

growth ot the spirit ot nationalism in Europe. We turn 

now to a consideration or the rise ot Jewish national.ism 

as it has been attected and lnttuenced b7 the rise or 

nationalism in Europe. 

17. Ibid P. 70 
18. B. Kolm .. Hationaliam and Imperialism. P. '2. 
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Section 3. Forces 1n the Riae or Modern Jewiah Nationalism 

DANCIPATIOB 

Until the French Revolution the point ot view that 

the Jewa were a separate ethnic body, a people, a nation in 

ever)'tbing but that ot being a political entit7 on ita own 

land was ~nquestioned b7 Jew and non-Jew alike. Throughout 

the Jewish m1.dd1e ages which lasted to the end or the 18th 

century, Israel continued to think ot itaelt aa a united 

though dispersed and scattered people. • ••• In the 18th 

oenturJ, eve17body spoke or a Jewish nation. BTen such 

trienda or Emancipation aa llendelaaobn, Dobm and llirabeam 
. 

ind1aor1m.1natel1 used the expressions. Ju~scbe ~ation 
:· 

Ju~d1sch•£ Volk, La ~ation Juive, and Le peuple Ju1t.•l 

But this unit7 and unan1m1t7 was broken with the 

opening ot the period ot Emancipation which was ushered in 

by the French Revolution and its af'termath. It was a queer 

turn 1n History that the period which saw the demise ot 

cosmopolitanism and the tlowering ot nationalism in Europe 

beheld at the aame time the deliberate attempt on the part 

or a great aection ot Jewry to den7 their own nationallaa 

and merge with the particular national group with whoa 

they lived. 'l'be national consciousness, which bad been 

part ot the heritage the Jew took with him in all hie 

wanderings 1n the exile -- a consciousness maniteated ln 

l. s. W. Baron - A Social and Religious Hiat. or the Jews 
Columbia Press, H.Y. 1937 - vol. II. 
P. 262. 



his prayers, hie literature, ln the rise ot hla 91atic 

aovementa, (Baaid181l) and hie messianic movement• 

(Sabbationiam) -- thia national conacioueneaa was now be

ing throttled by those who deliberatel7 tried to identity 

thelll8elvea with the dominant nat1onal1tJ with whoa the7 

lived. The reasons tor this must be sought in the Ye'r'7 

soil 1n which nationalism tlourished. 
..s 

The nationalimn which had super,eded the old 

coemopolitan1• ot the 18th centurJ, viewed as its goal 

the creation or national states coterminous with their 

own apecitio nationalities. Such pure national atatee 

presupposed the disappearance ot evecy a1nor1t7 w1th1n 

the~r midst, and their absorption and integration with 

the dominant etlmic nationalities. 'l'beae attempts at 

achieving hoaogeneous etlmic entities 1n the weat, 1n 

France, Italy and elsewhere, were paralleled by the poli

cies ot Russitication, MagJ"arization and Turkitioation 1n 

the east. 2 

Viewed as toreign elements, m1nor1tles in general, 

and Jews in particular were induced, b7 means ot promises 

ot political emancipation, propaganda, or more torcetul 

measures, to adopt and become absorbed wlthin, the culture 

ot tbe dominant power under whose shadow the7 11Yed. Forced 

to choose between an Emancipation which would open wide the 

doors to aaslmilatlon, and maintaining their own national 

2. A. E. ZiDnern - op. cit. P. 69. 



entlt7, the Jenab ~'tl•• in ••tern ancl oentral 

Buope wbolllheartedl.7 Wl'Nlldered t!wlr national •tlt., 

tol" tbe prlo• ot Bmnolpatlon. 'l'beae groupa, who "" 

the 110at articulate elwnta, while -int-eSnSng tbeir n-

11g1oua ldentlt., proceeded to dm7 th• uiatenoe ot a 

.r .. 1ab nat1onal.1t.,, eabae4 thma•l••• in tb9 oultuN 

and ap1r1 t ot the oountr, within whloh tbeT 11 •ecl an4 

oonaldered th ... elY•a onl.7 aa Prenoh. Genmi, or Aaatrlan 

oltisena ot tbe lloaalo perauaalcm. 

1'bll ohlet etteot then ot tb9 Prenoh Re.oluticm 

an4 ita aftermath, 1.neotar •• it lllplnged ltaelt' upon 

.Tewlah ua 1D tbe wat waa an Bllanolpatlon that led 41-

reotl7 to tbe aurrender ot the Jnlah natlonallt"J an4 in

to a headlong proo••• ot aaa11d.lat1on within tbe national 

bod7 polltlo. l•••l"thel••• aaa11d.lat1on through emanol

pation •a• not tba onl7 toroe let loo•• bJ the Prenoh up

h•a•al. In another dlreotlon, though to a leaaer eztent 

it la true, tbe ReYolutlon brought into being at alllOat 

the •-• tl• a Jewlah nrtet7 ot nat1onal1•, a natlonal

lea __.4 up bJ B••• when be oont•••••: •11a4 I not llTecl 

1D !Prano• lt nn•r would ba•• •t•red rq head to int.Nat 

., .. it 1D tb9 rni•al ot Jewlah nationali•,•a or wbeA be 

declared, •the national ao•wnt ot tbe preaent da7 la onl7 

another atep on tbe road to p:rogreaa which bepn with tb9 

Prenoh R••olution. 1'IM Prenoh nation baa, alnoe the great 

:5. •· B••• quoted bJ 11. LoWJithal • l•• ot OeNan7 - P. 8&7 
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Revolution been calling to the other nations tor help ••• 

the call baa reached also our ancient nation, and I 

would unite mr voice with that or Prance that I ma7 at 

leaet warn _, racial brothers 1n Germ.DJ against li•ten

ing to the loud noiae or the react1onar1ea.•4 

Beg1nn1ng with the 3rd and •th decadea or the 19th 

centu.ry there began to trickle through tbe wall or aaa1111la

t1on in the west a tJPe or Haakala. ot enlightenment quite 

different from that which developed w1 th muabroOD growth 

atter the da1a ot Mende~aol:m, 1n Germany. France and else

where. Thia new stream waa the Baakalah ot Luzzato 1n Ita17, 

Xroobmal 1n Austria and ~etz and Frankel 1n German7. llere 

was an Baskala that retuaed to divest itself ot ita own birth

right -- its own national entit)'. •As the History ot a people 

our history ia tar trom being a mere chronicle ot 11ter&rJ 

events or church hiatory; w~ therefore characterize it aa 

such? The literature and religious developD.ent. Juat aa the 

tragic martJTdom are onl7 incident• in the lite histocy ot 

the people, not the aubatance.•5 

Nourished by this ditterent concept ot enlightenment 

ot Baakalah and 1ntluenced by the ideals ot the French Re• 

volution there soon arose a group ot Jewish intellectuals 

and philoaophera devoted to the salvaging ot the Jewish 

nationality, who were to torm the leaven in tbe final de

velopaient and growth ot Jewish nat1onal1aa at the end or the 

4. M. Beas - Rome and Jerusalem - Bloch Pub. Co.N.Y.1918.P.55 
s. B.Graetz - Biat. ot Jew1a, German Edition. Vol. 5. Intro. 

P. 3. For a discussion ot Graetz and other Jewish Biat. 
and their Phil. ot B.iat. in B. Dineberg - Iarael 1n Eld.le -
OVid - Jerusalem 1926. P. 9-32. 
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19th centu17. 

By the middle ot the 19th centu17 then., asa1m1lation 

and nationalism were the two main tendencies 1n the lite ot 

western J8W1"7., with assimilation tor the weightier and more 

intluential tactor. Both assumed tbe tonl ot Bmancipation 

-- a process nourished both trom within Jewish lite itaelt' 

and rrca without by the national movements neeplng Burope. 

In the east however, where the roreee ot ~oipa

tion took root later, 1he positions ot aaaim1lat1on and 

nationali81D were reversed. In the east it was nat1onalJ.

wh1ch was the more dOllll.inant and weightier movement and aa

e1a1la tion the weaker tactor. The experiences or western 

Jew77 and their own peoulia.r position were not without this 

ettect on the east. Nor are the reasons tar to seek. 

Emancipation in the east began long atter it had al

ready attained th• dominating position it attained 1n the 

west. Moreover, except tor the short interlude ot the reign 

ot A1exJ II, sporadic and intermittent attempts, the govern-
• 

ment generally did little in the way ot paving the road tor 

Emancipation. It was prilll&.rily troa within the body ot 

eastern Jewry that etforts at Emancipation weN made. 

But even these attempts were unavailing inaotar as 

the masses ot Baatern Europe were concerned. Relatively 

amall eections, ot the multitude or minorities including 

the Jewish accepted the otters ot Emancipation. The maJor 

section ot the ethnic groups ret'uaed it. Forceful attempte 
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on the part ot the government only atittened their reaiat

ance and aerwed merely to int'lame the aent1menta ot na

tional .treedom higher. Particularl7 waa th1a true ot tbe 

Jewish group who 1n the .tace ot their miserable econ.oaic 

poa1t1on, ot the stubborn adherence ot the maaaea to their 

old traditions and in the face ot the horrible pogroms cul

minating 1n the maaaacrea ot the 1880•a retuaed to aurrender 

the statue. Their eventa etteotivel7 nipped in the bud •the 

cosmopolitan dreama of the Jenab 7outh ot Ruaaia and their 

enthusiastic and honeat attempts at aas1.m1lation.•6 

There then were the specific ciroumatanoea which led 

eastern Jf1ffr'1 in the direction ot nationalism -- the int'luenoe 

ot the W?est and the repressions and denial ot equal rights, 

as well as the devotion ot the Jewish maasea to their cuatoma 

and traditions. Theae were the tacto~a that brought the 

bearers ot nationalism in the east, Smolenald.n, L1111nblum 

and the others, pressing bard upon the heels ot tbe aaai-

m1lat1on1ata Leb1nson, Gordon and their group. 

SECULAR 11.ATIONALISll 

It Jewish nationalism was deadened during the pe

riod of Emancipation it waa a new kind ot nationalima tbat 

was quickened into 11.te once tbe tlow ot aaa1m1lation had 

run its course. No longer was it the old religious dre

ot an 1ngather1ng ot the exiles by an act ot God, or the 

6. s. Spiegel - Hebrew Reborn - Jlaomillan Co. B.Y. 1930. 
P. 214. 
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Utopiean ~sion ot a return to Zion under the banner ot 

a mesa1an1c upheaval. It was now metamorpbasized into a 

practical enterprise, advocated and translatable into lite 

by practical human agencies and to~ea.7 The road bad been 

prepared tor thia regenerated national1am b7 the Baskalah 

which bad secularized all the ramtrications of Juda1am8, 

and strengthened by those torcea which tound their con

summation 1n the French Revolution -~ the spirit ot ra

tionalism, the doctrine of democrac7 and nationalism, etc., 

Jewish nationalism became a modern people's movement de

voted not so much to the revitalization ot Judaiam aa to 

the regeneration ot Jews. 

It was 1n thl.s spirit that Besa wrote: •It Jew1ab 

nationalimn is a live movement, it will not be deterred b7 

an1 doubts that may arise from devoting its enerQ toward 

obtaining political regeneration ••• tbe main problem ot the 

Jewish national movement is not ot a religious nature but 

centers around one point namel7, on how to awaken the 

patriotic aentiDlBnta in the hearts ot our progressive Jews 

and bow to liberate tbe Jewish masses by means of this 

patriotism trom a spirit deadening tormal1am.•9 

Beas was not the t1rst to treat this problem in such 

terms. B1racb Kal1acber bad alrea~ publiabed bis pamphlet 

7. )(. Kaplan - Judaism as a Civilization. Macmillan Co. N.Y. 
1934. P. 2f<>. 

8. s. Spiegel - Op. cit. 206 tt 
9. K. Besa - op. cit. P. 162. 
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in which be attempted to prove that Jewish rehabilitation 

ot Palestine auat· proceed the meaa1an1c redemption • .And 

in the same spirit P1neker wrote: 

"No •• equality in rank appears in the intercourse 

ot the nations with the Jews. In the latter caae the baaia 

1a lacking tor tba t mutual regard which la general.17 regu

lated and secured by international law or by treaties. Only 

when th1e basis is eatabl1ahed1 111>.en the eq-Q.a11t7 ot the 

Jews with the other nations becomes a tact oan the problem 

prea~nted by the Jewish question be considered solved.•10 

And Herzl unknowingl.7 echoed b1m when he declared 

the Jewish question •ts a national question which can onl7 

be solved by r.aking it a political world-qeuation, to be 

discussed and settled by the civilized nations ot the world 

in coune11.•11 

Though Herzl, P1naker, Hess and others in the 

nat1onal1at movement recognized the eaeentially dual 

character ot the Jewish ethnic group.J2 the religious and 

the national, the tendency toward secularization gained s~itt 

momentum. The secularists now began to streaa the ethnic 

and national elements to the exclusion ot the religious 

cbaracteriat1ca just aa strongly aa Reform in the period ot 

10. L. Pinaker - Anti-Eman. Masada, N.Y. 1925. P. 5. 
11. Herzl - Jewiah State, London, 193'. P. 15 
12. c. Bayes - Essays on Nat1onal1mn tor a d1acusa1on 

on this aspect of the J ewish question. P. 213, tt. 
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Emancipation bad atreaaed. the religious character to the 

complete exclusion ot its national elements.l~ The tact 

that increasing attention was being paid to such question 

as state, territory, autono.,- only aided the l"llpid process 

ot secularization. •The more radical the break with tradi

tion the leaa essential seemed the choice ot counti, 1n 

which to erect a Jew1ah state.•l• Bence it 1an't surpr1a-

1ng that the terr1torial1ata should seize on Uganda; nor that 

this proceaa should reaoh its logical conoluaion with tbe 

Jewish proletarian parties in the soviet union and 1ta ~

tiliates elsewhere. 

Beverthelesa, wb1.le it is true Bolshevism is pri

me.rily ~eaponsible tor this extreme position -- it D1Ust be 

recognized that long before the Conmuniats won power, a1-

most a.ll the Jewish let't wing groups tended. to den;r the re

ligious element in the Jewish nationalit7. With these groups 

however its acceptance was optional b7 the individuai.15 

Thia extreme position of secular nationalism which 

finds its consummation in the Soviet Union however, re

presented and still does the weaker element in the Jewish 

National movement. The dual character ot the Jewiah move

ment still remains the dominant tendenc7 amongst the other 

sections. . Nevertheless, secular nationalism continues as one 

ot the chiet t'actors of' division and cont'liot 1n the national 

movement. 

13. $. Baron - P. 362. Vol . II. 
l•. Ibid - P. 332 
15. Ibid - P. 36~ 



Section -&. 

Propption ot Jnieh Bationali• 

In hla baalo book, •aaaa7a on •ationali••, 

Ba79el6 dnelopa a tbeol"'J ot the T&l'loua ate.pa throup 

•hloh the propagation ot nationalim 1n Burope ••ol'f'ec1 1D 

the paat. !hough the author 4enlea J'ewlah olalaa to 

nationallt,.J.7 tbe d•••lopment and propagation ot the 

dootr1nea ot J'nieh natlonalim followed tbe li••• ••

aentiall7 •• laid down bJ' hlm, wt th but alight Tariationa • 

.Aooordtng to Ba7ea •In tbe propagation ot nation

ali• three taotora or Mt• ot taotora 1mat be oonai4ered. 

Plr•t and tuad•ental ia the elaboration ot a dootrln• ot 

nationalim bJ' an ..tnent oompan7 ot •1.Dtelleotuala• -

phllologlata, hlatoriana, uathropologlata, eOOD0111ata, 

pblloaopbara and literateura. Seoond and ••J'J' lntluentlal 

i• the ohaapianlng ot the dootrin• bJ' groups ot oitlsena 

who dlaoOYer 1n it a aatlataotion and retreahllent tor thelJ' 

aoula and aomettaea an adYantage to tbelJ' pooketa. 'l'b11"Cll7, 

the dootrtne tlnda lodglllent 1n the populal" lllnd bJ' llMDa ot 

nn and - but alngularl7 un1Teraal, toNa ot -•• 

eduoatlon.•18 Co1noldentl7 Ol" otherwlae, theae tb.1'9• atagea 

were traTeraed in the pl"Opagation ot .Jniah nationali• •• 

.. u. 
A• elaewbere the tint atage ea• a ooutantl.7 aug

.en ted olrole ot tntelleotuala wbo t'ol"lled the ape&rbN4 1D · 

18. c. Hi79a - op. o1£. P. 61 
17. Ibid. P. 213 tt. 
18. Ba79a • Ibtd. P. 62. 



the evolution and growth of Jewish nationalima. It• 

philosophers and publicists, its historians and philo

logiata, llterateure -- all contributed heavil,- to the 

doctrine of Jewish nationaliem. 

Paralleling tba activities of anthropologl.ata 

and scientists of France, or Germany or Italy who dis

covered the doctrine of peculiar national aoula and at

tributes, and who traced them bac~ to differentiation in 

primitive life groups, were the efforts ot men like 

Krochmal and Beas and others. Very early in the hietor,. 

ot Jewish nationallam, Kroobmal began to write ot the 

peculiar unique character of the Jewish national eoul and 

likewise traced humanity in its complex structure to di

verse primitive origins. Thus tor example ~rochmal. notes 

the plan of Providence to have the human apectea •com

bined into groups large and small -- thence into the high

est groupings ot a nationality living 1n a definite way 

and being called a •tolk• and. a nation. Thia ta the de• 

velopment implied 1n the verse: When the Moat High gave 

inheritances to the folks and separated the children ot 

men.•19 

In the eyes ot Krocbma1 ever"/ nationalit7 baa its 

own spirit or God. It ma,- be the "spirit of grace and 

splendor, apirit ot law and justice, spirit ot courage and 

power.•20 Hts own conception of the peculiar Jewi8h 

19. N. Krochmal - Ouida of the Perplexed of the Times, 
Lemberg 1863 - Chap. VII - P. 20. 

20. Ibid - P. 21 
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national ap1r1t ia indicated by the very quotation which 

beads Chap. VII: •Let all peoples walk each 1n the name 

ot i ta God but we will walk in the name ot our God forever 

and ever.•21 The spirit of Israel ia the Absolute Spirit, 

or the Eternal God and hence continues to live eternall7 

because ita ideal ia eternal.• It ia 1n it that we are 

the teachers or the great multitude or nations; in 1t we 

exist to this day; and on the strength of it we atand and 

are aaved tor an eternal aalvation. •22 Here we have an ar-

t1rmat1on or a Jewish mission clothed in the terminologJ 

ot 19th century nationalism, with but one difference, and 

this d11'terence ta indicated in the tirst half ot the verae 

which be qu?tes from Micah - Let all peoples walk each 1n 

the name or i ta God • •• 

Whereas in the writings of lntel.lectuala ot other 

nationalities the tendency was essentially one or portra7-

ing the superiority or a specific nationality over others, 

the aim of K.rochmal and his contreres was to insist on the 

need tor democracy and equality between nationalities. Tbat 

this plea may or may not ·have been motivated by the ract 

that theirs waa the aost oppressed and degraded ot all 

ethnic groups does not arrect the validity or their demand. 

But not only were th&y asking tor equalit7 and democracy; 

they insisted on the need ot variety and diverait7 in na

tional lite and the inclusiveness or nationalism and 

21. tbld - P. 20 
22. Ibid - P. 24 
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humanitarianism. Thia was what Beas was pleading tor when 

he wrote: "The present day national movement not only does 

not exclude humanitarianism, but strongly asserts it; tor 

this movement is a wholesome reaction, not against humanism 

but against the things that would encroach upon 1t and 

cause its degeneration, against the levelling tendencies ot 

modern industry and civilization which threaten to deaden 

every original organic lite-force, bJ introducing a uniform 

inorganic mechanism •••• It is against these encroachments on 

the most sacred principles of creative lite that the na

tional tendencies of our time react, and it is against these 

destructive forces that I appeal to tbe original national 

power of Judaiam. 23 

It is in this plea tor variety and diversity, for 

democracy and equali t,. in national lite, that we must dis

tinguish . between the race theories, which, originating in 

the early 19th century, have finally reached their apotheosis 

under Fascism and those racial doctrines underlying the work 

of Krochmal, Bess, Achad HaAm and the otl;lers. The appeal ot 

these Jewish nationalists was 1n effect a plea that •all 

nationalities are created t'ree and equal, endowed with 

certain inal1nable rights, and among these rights are lite, 

Libert,. and the pursuit or happiness•. Disregarding this 

essential point of ditf erence can lead only to contusion and 

misunderstanding. 

23. M. Beas - op. cit. P. 122. 
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But these men were not a l one, for supplementing the 

work of the phil osophers were the efrorts of the historians 

Graetz and Dubnow and the historical studies of the Haskalah 

(Luzzato , Rappaport) i n promolgating doctrines of Jewish 

nationalism. In opposition to earl y reform which denied the 

na tional character of the Jews, these historians followed in 

the footsteps of historical writers of other nationali ties i n 

setting forth I srael ' s inval uable contributions t o world 

histot"y, its historic nat i onal rights , the role it pl ayed 

in the past and coul d continue to play in t he future . 

The work of Graetz and Dubnow in spreading the 

doctrine of t he Jewish nationality is incalculable. Through 

thair h!sto.ies generation after generation was enabled to 

reli~ve a gain "the experiences of (its) forefathers not as 

t he theological development of a sect bnt as the ful l bl ooded 

l ife of a nation whose course was not yet done. n24 

It was Graetz for exampl e who was to infl uence so 

deepl y, that most restless ~pirit Moses Hess and br ing back 

t o the Jewish fold one who was to become a pioneer in the 

evolution of political Zionism; and it was Graetz who was to 

continue to mold the mi ~ds of Jewish youth along the l ines 

or positive historical Judaism at the conservative theo

l ogical seminary of Brsslow. 

Similarl y, it was Dubnow who more than any on6 

24. M. Lowenthal! - The Jews of Germany - Jewish 
Publication Society, N.Y. 1 936 . P. 257. 
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individual perhaps influenced the develop~ent of J ewish 

nationalism in Eastern Europe and who determ.1..~ed the direc

tion towards nationalism which the Bund and tho various 

s ocialist and Zionist parties took in those decades before 

and during the Worl d War. 

But t he actual leaveni ng force in t he propagation 

of Jewish nationalism amongst the intellectuals, was to be 

found in its publicists and literary men. And as with other 

ethni c groups, the question of a native language also l oomed 

l a r s e in the development of Jewish nationalism. But here 

the Jewish nat i onalists ware confronted with a dil emma which 

was completely absent 1a most other ethnic groups. 

The Jewish na t i onalists were torn between two 

f orces Hebrew which had been their ancient mother tongue 

and which bad had a gl orious past but was now w~ak and 

anemic ; and Yiddish whi ch was relatively new but was now 

being used by t~e great mass of people , particularly in 

Eastern Europe. So deeply i ngrained did this new "mot her 

tongue" become t hat it has continued to confront the Jewi sh 

national move~ent to t he present day, and remai ns as one 

of the factors dividing it. In spite o f the dilemma however, 

so strong did the nationalist aspirat i ons become, whether 1n 

the form of Zionism or diespor~ nationalism or secular na 

tionalism t hat both l anguages developed t o an e)Ctent never 

drear.led of by the early nationalist wr~ters . 25 

25. S. Baron - op. cit . Vol. II - P. 333 ff. 
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Hebrew which had been revived by the assilat1on

ist Haskalah the better to ccntact Jewish youth was soon 

taken over by the nationalists who made it one of the chief 

instruments i n winning Jewry over to nationalism especially 

the Zionist variety which i n turn metamorph.asized it into 

a living modern tongue. 

"When healthy national self- r ealization began i n 

Europe to take the place of anaemic cosmopol itan ideal s, 

it was Hebrew literature that paved t he way for the Jewish 

renai s sance.»26 

Beginning in 1868 with the ~ounding of the 

Hashach.ar, a magazine "usually looked upon as the dawn of 

a new phase in Hebrew literature, that of the national 

awakening, just as the beginning of t he enlightenment is 

usually taken to date from t he app9arance of Hameasel in 

Konigs berg eighty- five years before,"27 Hebrew literature 

became a mine of na tionalist t houghts, hopes, and aspira

tions. It counted amongst i t s publicists t he name s of 

Smolenskin, L11ienblUl71 and Ach.ad HaAm; its philologists 

in Luzza to and t he fanatic Ben Yehudah; in its poets the 

name of Biali k. Beginning ae a small stream, Hebrew 

nationalist litera ture becam6 a veritabl e flood centered 

primaril y around the Zionist movement. 

Paralleling the development of Je~ish nat1onulist 

l iterature in Hebrew, Yiddish, which became the mouthpiece 

26. s. Spiegel - op. c it. - P. 207. 
27. I bid - F . 226 



of Diaspora and secular nationalism in Eastern Europe , 

likewise experienced a new impedus. 

Apart from those who wrot e in both Hebrew ar.d 

Yi ddish -- men like Bialik, Mendel i , Perez and others 

the Yi dJish press s oon began to feature t he names of 

29 

Nathan Bi rnbaum, Zhitl ovsky, Bor ochov and a host of other 

l eaders and write~s in t he Jewish national movement. To

day it atill c ontinues t o maintain itself as the primary 

vehicle for Di aspor a nationalism and he.s found unlimited 

possibilities for development in the Soviet Union where it 

becomes recognized as one of the official national languages . 

Though the i nitial stage in t~e propagation of 

nationalism then, the fort..ulations of doctrines of national-

1 ty was fu lly observed in that of t he Jewish entity, i t is 

in its second stage that appreciable differences appear. 

In this stage accor ding to Hayes, the doctrines 

of nationalism as the~ are outlined by the intellectuals 

a re taken over by the upper cl asses , the upper bourgeoisie, 

"who discover in it a satisfaction e.nd refreshment for t heir 

soul s and sometimes an advantage to their pockets .n28 

Whereas t he tendency of the upper cl asses in all 

rising national ist movements, whether in Europe, Asia or 

in t he colonial countries , has been to lend political, 

f inancial and moral aid, to support thei r own budding 

nationalist forces, Jewish Nati onalism bas had litt le if 

28 . C. Hayes - op. c l t . 62. 
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any of their support at all. Far from aiding their own 

group they as a class were to be found in the ranks of 

those nationalists i n whose country they happened t o reside. 

In this, complete assimilation or as was most prevalent, 

Reform was the perfect expression of their anti- Jewish 

national bias. 

These Jewish upper bourgeoisie condemned, despised 

and feared the nationalist movament for they saw in it a 

powerful corroding counter attack against their na tural 

propensity to assimilate as quickly and as thoroughly as 

possible.29 It was in their adopted nationality that all 

their political, economic and socia1 interests lay. These 

upper classes feared the nati onalists even more than they 

did t he ant1-sem.1tes for contrary to those of other nation

ali ties who "found t hat the masseR when br ought under its 

spell not only were les s inclined to critici ze their leaders 

but also more disposed to accept the sta t us quo in economic 

matters, 11 30 t he J ewish bour geoisie saw in nationalism a 

danger to their newly acquired status (Frenchmen of the 

Jewish persuasion) and l:he source o!' their downi'all. 

Borocbov sun:zned up tbe probl em of t he bour geoisie 

as a factor in Jewish nationalism when he wrote: "The 

upper bourgeoisie becaus& it is not coni'ined to the home 

market is not na tional in any true sense but highly 

cosmopol itan. The Jewish bourgeo isie finds its interests 

29 . A. Ruppin - Jews i n Modern Worl d - Macmillan N. Y. 
1934 - P. 236. 

30. C. Hayes - op. cit . P. 73 
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best served by assimilation, and were it not for t he "poor 

ostyuden" t he Jewish upper bourgeoisie would not be dis

turbed by the Jewish problem • • • the East European Jewish 

bourgeoisie is of course more directly affected by the 

status of Jewry. The west European upper bourgeoisie however 

considers the entire problem to be a gratuitous and un

pleasant burden ••• Everywhere t he Jewish upper bourgeoisie 

is engaged in the search for a solution to the Jewish 

problem and a means of being delivered of the Jewish m.asses.n31 

Where support for t he Jewish national movement on 

the part of t he "classes" was found, was among the middle 

and petty bourgeoi sie, it was from these that aid for the 

movement was rbtained and from whom the bulk of the in-

t6lli gentl s was derived . But even here, there was a tendency 

for these cl asses to support the antonomy movements to a 

greater degree than Zionism, and the cause fol' this is to be 

found in the very precariousness of their position in the 

economic pol itical and social l ife of the people. 

"The middla bourgeoisio is bound more closel y to 

the Jewish masses. In general, the economic interests of 

a middle and petty bourgeoisie depend on the market which 

the mass of the peopl e aff ords , which market is coextensive 

with the national l anguage and cultural i nstitutions. 

Therefore , i n the case of territorlal nations, tbe middle 

31. F. Borochov - Nationalism and the class struggl e. 
Young Poale Zion Alliance ~ H.Y. 193?. P. 185 ff. 
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and petty bourgeo!sie is the chief supporter of all types 

of "cultural" nati onalism - - Jewish misery is cl oser to 

them than to the upper bourgeoisie. Their nationalism, how

ever is of a specificall y middle and petty bourgeois character . 

Lacking any means of support in their struggl e for a market 

they tend to speak of an independent political existence and 

of a J ewish state where t hey would pl ay a leading political 

role. They feel the effects of s t ate anti- semitism very 

8trongly and therefore strive to protect Jewish ci vil and 

national rights . Si nce they are directl y affected by the 

poverty and degener ati on of the Jewish masses they tend to 

advocate a Jewish national pol icy. 11 32 

Fo1~ulated by the intellegentsia and taken up by 

the bourgeoisie, the third stage or factor in the promolga

tion of Jewish nati onali sm paralleled that of any other na

tionali s t movement -- its accept ance by the me.sses -- by 

the pro l etari~t . 

But here too specific varistions crept i n due to t he 

anamolous positi on of the J ew. Because of the rather late 

start of Jewish nationalism, the Jewish proletariat (the 

peasantry as a cJ.ass was total ly absent) was more deeply 

divided than wa s usual in other nati onalist movements. 

When it first made its appearance wi thin the workers' 

circl es i t discovered that a gr eat section had already be

come thoroughly innnersed i n the soci alist and communists 

32. Ibid - 186 ff . 



movements which. particularly in its early years fought 

the concept of Jewish nationalit~ and advocated an as

sitrdlationist policy. It was only in their later stages 
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tb.s.t the Bund and the other sociRllst parties (and today in 

the lates t phase of Russian nationalist theory) were reorient

ated in the directi on of Jewish national rights. Certainly as 

time went on there was a considerable decrease in hostility 

amongst the proletarian parties to Jewish nationalism. 

Nevertheless , though the movement amongst t he pro

letariat i nitially bad tremendous difficulties to overcome 

(traditi onalism. radicalism, ant1-sem1tisru, immigration) the 

movement began to grow by leaps and bounds. Spurred on by 

economic political and social disabilities on one band, and 

by nationalist propaganda emanating from the camps of 

zionists and Di aspora nationalists on the other, the pro

l etariat emere;ed as one of the most important if no't the 

most important sector in Jewish nationalism. 

Tha t the greatest sector of mass support amongst 

the proletariat came f rom eastern Europe, in absolute and 

well as relative numbers was due the ract the great bulk of 

Jewish workers was settled t here . Here "e,m.ongst tbe Jewish 

masses in Eastern Europe , the ancient yearning for Zion sur

vl ved undiminished . Econowic distress and poll tical oppres

sion i ntensified their desire to find a l and where the 

Jewish masses could live i n security~ enjoying perfect freedom 

and forming part of an economic ortianization that should 
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embrace all branches of soci al life ."33 

The rebuilding of Palestine within t he last t hree 

decades and t he example of Russian recognition of t he J ewi sh 

nationality (socialist recognition bad been gained dur i ng 

and i mmediately after t he Worl d War) have been -q1tal forces 

in mol ding t he nationalist sentiments of the Jewish pro

l e te.ria t - - sentinients which have served as a force of self

preservation against assimil~t!on anti-semitism and those 

fac tors l eading to the breakdown of Jewlsh national group 

l ife. 

These were the stages and factors in the propaga 

tion of Jewish nat i onalism -- factors which , with variations 

growing out of the peculiar position of the J ewish people, 

were to be found 1n t be evol ution of ~ractically every 

nationalist movement throughout the world . 

In this chspter we have traced rather sketchily 

t he forces i n the rise of national ism i n Europe, their 

effect on Jewish national ism and t be stages in t he propaga

tion of this movement. In the following chapters we wi ll 

trace t he evoluti on of two specific doctrines of nation

alism which have so deepl y affected the Jewish peopl e , the 

doctrines of Achad He.Am and Dubnow. 

33. H. Kohn - op. cit - P. 123. 
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CHAPTER II 

The Nationalism of Ac had Haam 

Section I. Introduction 

The story of Achad Haam iB in a real sense the story of 

modern zioni&ni ; t he tv;o are inextricably bound togethe r : To 

understand one , is to understand the other ; both provide the 

background for each other. Here however we ar e concerned 

only with Achad Haam and his formulation of a doctrine of 

Jewi sh Nat.ionalism - spiritua:i.. zionism. YJe can at best only 

hint at. the more inclusive 01ovement as it is reflected in our 

discuss i on . 

The 1110 of Achad Haam span::; the V1hole of the history of 

modern Jewish nationalism as it developed in eastern Europe . 

HP. was alr&ady tv.elve years old when Smolenskin issued the 

firRt call for Jewis h nationalism ir the pages of the Haschacher 

in 1868, and forty- one year s old when Herzl founded pol itical 

zionism ~t Basle in 1897. When Achad Haam died in January 1927, 

Zion ism was a.lready a strong world- wide movement wh i ch long 

befor~ , had i ncorporated his teaching and mad~ it one of its 

central and most impor t ant pillars. 

It is characteristic of the man tbat bis work i s all of 

one piece anc th~t to understano his labors , whether they be 

in tbe field of Judaism proper or in that of Jewish nationalism 

one must first understwid hi~ appr oach to ll!'e in gener al , ano 

hiu philosophy of histor y in parti~ularr Not that Achad Hawn 

ever worked out this philosophy s ystematically. It is woven 
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into the warp and woof of a ll his work; it is the guidi ng 

pr inc ipl c? , the axh around which all his Yll'i tings revolve. 

This gui ding principl3, this dominant motif' , i s his 

theory ot natural evolution . The emphasic here is on th~ 

natural , for the superna~ural plays but a minor role if at 

all in his philosophy. wt1atever force it wield~ it does so 

only by virtue of its ideologic al hold upon mankind and becomes 

for him, a purely natural phenomenon whether it manifests it

self abs t r actly or embodied in the acts of an historical 

person~ge. T :us the man Moses or tbe revelation at Sinai need 

never have been land indeed Achad Haam seer.1c sceptical con-

cerning their historicity . f.l evertheless , llhile it may be 

true that whatever life they do have has been breathed into 

them by those generations who accepted them, their actual 

role in history clothes theru with a reality that cannot be 

~uestioned. Therefore when he W"ites of .Moses, it i s not the 

actual his t orical personag e y: i th the attending supernatural 

phenomena that has any mes.ning for him. It i s the Mos es who 

has ir.fl uenced hi s tory throubhout the ages that interests him • 

.. I c are not whether this man Moses r eal ly exit:;ted 

i:hether he v.·as really the savior of I s rael and gave hit. people 

the law in the f orm in whi~h it i s preserved amone us ; and s o 

for th; we have Eanother 1 .. os ea of our own whose image hc...s been 

enshrined in the hearts of the Jewish peo}' l e for generations 

anc. whos e influence on our national lif e has never zeased f1•om 

a ncient times till the present day . Cl) (S.E. P. 308) 

(1) Acbad Haem Al Parshat Hadrachim , J ewish- Ver l a.g- Berl ::fl -
1930 - Vol. III P. 211 
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Al ong with thi s natural rather than supernatural 

f ormulat ion - a formulation so much i n line with his leaning 

towar ds the I-os itiviem of Comte - he sees the growth of 

soc i ety in term~ of a gradual evol ution<:try process, of a 

s low but con stant development in which tliere are no short cuts , 

no s udden leaps and transfo~mations . 

;>peaking of the prophet llith hie. own point of view in 

mi11d, he wrote t "He no longer be l i eves in a sudden revol ution; 

he knows t hat s igni; and wonders and vi e:. ions of God can arouse 

a momentary enthus i o.sm, but cannot crea te a neli heart , cannot 

uproot and unplant feelings and inclinati ons with any stability 

or permanence . So he summons all his patience to the task of 

b earing ~he t r oublesome burden of his people and t r ain ing it 
2 

by ~lo~ stepb till it i s fit for ite mission. Borrowing from 

Spenc e~. Achad Hawn , who is primarily the student of sociology 

rather than metaphys ics sees this dev~lopment in te r ms of a 

deter minist process of caus e and eff ect . For him as for 

Spencer s ociety and social institutions are not m~de - they 

gro~· . And their growth follo\'.e the laws of causation . It 

was in th i s spirit t hat he wrote of the new attitude being 

taken t o anc ient s ocie ty and to which he associated himself. 

RBut s ince the conception assoc i a ted with the term 

'evolution ' arose in t he domain of natural science, ana made 

their v.·ay subsequentl y into philosophy and history the situa

tion has change6 completely • •• ~he modern cri tic analyzea 

human opinions and actions • . He regards a l l human actions 

2 Ibid - Vol. III ~. 218 
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and thoubhts as natur al phenomena , the inevitable re sult of 

certa in causes , fruits as it were of the hwnan t r ee whi ch 

came to birth and went thru the slow process of ripen ing 

accor ding to definite l aws , like t hose which determine the 

g r owth of all things in the vegetable and animal worlds. "3 (S. E. 207 ) 

However , the essence of this deter minist nat ural 

evolutionary pr ocess is not primarily of a mater i a l ist 

character - of cause and effect in a physical sens e. As 

with Krochmal , who in turn derived it from Hegel , the 

development of soc iety for Achad Haam is but the external 

outer markings of an i nner spiritual growth . In accordance 

with the Hegelian o i al ectic he agrees that mater i&l con:i it ions 

c an and do effect i n turn the spiritual life - whether it be 

of men o~ institutions built by men. Nevertheless the prime 

factor i s the po\'1er and the l i fe of the spir it - its growth 

and i t s s e lf- realization. 

~ection 2 . - Concepti on of the nat iQD 

In an examin::.tion of the many diffez·ent points of view 

bf Jewish philosophers on Judaism and the f orce s which molded 

and determin ed i ts deveiopment , one i s immediately struck by 

the kinship that exists betY1een Krochmal and Achad He.am . In 

a very deep sense Achee Haam i& per haps the best co~mentator 

on Krochmal , for he was deeply influenced by this one of the 

earliest of modern J"!wist, n1;ttionalists in many more ways than 

one. But it was in the elaboration of the r ole of the Jewish 

national spirit that the infl uence is ao manifest . 

3 Ibid Vol. I II P. 45 

I I 
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As in Krochmal, so in Achad Haam the history of tbe 

Jewish "spirit" is r evealed in the history and deveJ.opwent 

of the Jewish people. And the essence of this "spirit• -

one rnif;ht term it t be "miss i on of the Jewish spirit" - is its 

religious and moral character. It i s in this character, that 

the Jews differ from the r es t of the peoples of the world. 

Not in be ing the only spiritual people for every people is 

thus qual i fied - but in making their ideal a religious and 

m o~al on e , QOes the difference lie. 

The s tabes thru whic h this n ational spirit has passed -
and evolved exteno throubh all history , for it can never re-

main sta tic . It must either continue t0 be realized in life 

or failing that , meet the fate of other peoples who have dis-

a ppeared from history. Despite his faith that Israel will 

c ontinue to exist , he recognized the denc ers that bes et it 

for the national spirit doe s not oper'lte "in vacuo" . Time 

and cir cums tances could stultify its existence or quicken it 

a gain to a ful l e r and richer life . Fr om this it may be in

fr:>rred that thel'e is no c on t inuous upv1ard process of develop

~ ent of the na tional spirit . Rather ie i t a sta te of ups and 

d owns , now reaching treoiendouG heights as with the prophets ; 

n ow falling to its lowest dep th s as with the Karai tes. Wher e 

the people is endangered , whether t r..ru persec :1 t ion or ass imi

lation, the na tional spirit is put in jeopardy, - where a f ull 

life is permitted tbe national spirit expands and blooms . 
4 Thus Achad Haarn in his essays Priest and Prophet and 

elsewhere , trace G the development of the Jewish national 

4 Ib i d - Vol . 1 P. 188 

' 
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spirit and the c onditions of its survival in the course of 

Jewish history . ~nd in this examination he points out the 

role of tne prophets , the Pharisees and Rabbis on the one 

he.nd, in strengthening this spirit, and on the other that of 

the priests, the Sadducees and ths Kamits and others who en-

da ngered its existence. 

It will be remarked tha t Achad Haam does not deal with 

the question - are the Jews a national entity. For him there 

c.:ln be no meanint;; to it-- he isn't inte1·esteci in it . He 

assumed from t he very Stl::\rt that Israel was a nation and from 

that &s a stt::.r ting point, strove with all his powers to enrich 

it, bring it closer to his fellow- Jews and sought those means 

by which it could be saved and strengthened. 

" I at least can proclaim from the houeetops that my kith 

and kin are dear to me wherever they are vd thout being con-

s t rained to fine forced and unsati~factory excuses ••• I at 

least have no need to exult my people to heaven to trumpet its 

superiority above a ll other nationa in order to find a justi fi

catic:i for its exi&tence. I at leas t know "why I remain a Jew"-

or rather I can find no 1n~aning i n such a que stion any more than 
5 

if I were asked ,;by I remain my father' a son. 11 

But if Achad Haam did not find hin1self obliged to explain 

why he was a J ew, he did find it necessary to answer the 

question - now did Israel remain an the world scene and did 

no;:. perhh despite the unparalleled difficulties with which 

it was encwnbered. The decisive factor in maintaining the 

5 Ibid - Vol. I P. 132 

j 
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Jewish nati onal s pir it accord ing to nchad Haam was the innate 

ins tinctive will to live , an instinc t common no~ only t o the 

Jewish group b ut to every na tionality. "This all-powerful 

force dis~-ui~es its elf in innumerEible c hang e s of shape and 

for m; but a penetrati.ng eye will recogn ize it, benea th them 

all as the desire f or u1·e and well- being . This desire , 

whi c h is implanted in u i: oy nature, f orc es every living thing 

to pursue at all t i mes tha t which brings lif e and pl easure 

a nd to s hun thht which leads to de s truction and pain ••• In 

the ca se of human beings , it is the supr eme force which 

i nfluence ti , recognized or unrecognized , consciously or uncon-

~ cio~sly , not only their actions and their schemes , but also 

their belief s and opinions . " 6 

Never~hele ss powerful though t h i b urg e be , yet i t t oo can di~ 

So long as thiE n ational will to live remains,tlive and funct ions , 

just ti O long ~ill Isr ael con tinue t~ remain as a national gr oup 

on the world scene. Circumstances may weak en and destroy this 

instinctive biolog ical urge . Should t his happen, Israel , as 

other groups b efore it , wil l go d own along with it . 

J ust such danger s i bns w~re in the a i r when Achad Haam 

made hi s· appearance in the J ewish na~ional moveGJ ent , And it 

was to combat t hese s igns , to sa.fe tluar6 the surv iva l and 

continuity of the J eyish national spir it , to assure i ts 

existence that he eddressed himself. 

nnd the ans wer to the problem as it pre sented it&el f 

to him, a ppear ea in t ne for m of a double prospective both 

6 Ib i d Vol. I P. 116 

11 



iDterdepeDdent. Ulllike 11aD7 otllera, puoticv.l.aJ"l.7 iD tile 

earl7 7eara ot tile Jewish national aov .. ent, be Yiewed it 

not onl.7 iD tel'lla ot a reJuvenation ot tbe national. entit7 

ot Iarael - the reawakening ot a health¥ group lit• - but 

also •• a perpetuation ot it• great apiritual herit .. • -

i ta inatitutiou, ita culture, it• reU.gioua trutlla aDd i4eala. 

Tbia dual conception ot tbe probl• ot JeW17 pro~•• u4 

manit'Hta itaelt in all hia work an4 color• all hia thinking. 

•ot that Acluld S.- waa orthodox - be never iDaiated OD 

a atrict aDd rijiid perpetuation ot ••e17 relic ot Jewiab 
7 . 

rellgioua tboupt and ceremonial. ru trom beina a atrict 

obaerver8 he had a ca11mon iDtereat witb retol'll iD brin.gU.. 

JeW1"7 and Judiua into conaoaance witb 80dern lite. ht 1a 

their 10&1s aDd their aetlloda t.lle7 were waalterabl.7 oppoaed • . 
Wbere Retorm broke aharpl7 wit.la tradition and reJeoted tile 

Jewiah nationalit71 Aobad Bau, ti-om a at.roq •aeue ot 

Jewish aolidarit1 and too sreat a reapect ~or the cberiahe4 
9 

tradition• and cuatoma ot hia people• , iDaiated Oil tile 

validit7 ot Iarael aa a national group and believed t!&at Olll)' 

a collective Iarael not the individual coa.ld abrogate old lawa 

and iAitiate new onH. Chang• tor Acbad Bau auat be aa evolai

t ioaar7 gradual obaqe - not a aWSdan catacl7aaio OD& - ud 

auat be directed in tile apiri t ot tracli tional J1Mlaiaa. lb• 

integrit7 ot tile Jewiah national apirit auat Dot be •ncSaDaered. 

7 Acbad Raul - He •A D•• Sa•ior• where iAdirect.17 be alladH 
to hi• own poaition. · 

8 L. SiaOD - Acluld Bua and 'fJoaditional Judaiaa in Aftltah 
Amlual 1932. P. 128 

9 lbid - P. 128 



!'he mi s take of reform as viewed cy Achad Heam l ay in this -

t;hat. they failed "to s ee that it iE; just t he ancient cask 

with its ancient form that i s holy , and s anctifies all that 

is in i t thou£h i t may be emptied and filled with new wine 

f r om time t o t ime ; ~hereas if once tbe cask is broken or re

moulded , the wine v;ill los e ite t aste though it be never s o 

old."lO (S.E. 44 ) 

It was to ke ep that cask whole and unbroken, to revive 

the nn tional li' ill t o live , and ~uicken its spirit that Ac had 

Haam entered the lists of Jev;ish ne.tionalists v.•ith his formula-

tion of Spiritual Zionism . 

~ection 3. The Wrong Per~~ 

Yfhen Achad Haam published his first essay. • This is not 

the Way '' in t he Ha-melis, in 1889, it was as a er: tic ism of 

the work of the Chovev{ Zion which , had already been in 

exi s tence for about five years . During thi ~ period , this 

organization , which was led by Pi nsker , author of the pamphlet 

Auto- Emancipat i on and a f orerunner of Political Zi oni sm , had 

fallen upon lean days . Catapulted into exi s tence by the 

pogroms in .rlu s sia dur ing the 1880 1 s, it s oaght. to se ttle J ews 

on the land in Palestine . For a varie t y of reasons - t rouble 

wi th t he Turkish government, limited f inances , emigr ation t o 

America and etc. - the orig i r.al en ~husiesm soon pe tered out 

and the few coloniee that ~ad been organized woul d have utterly 

disappear ed were it not for the Philanthropy of Baron Rothsch ild 

of Paris . It was at. t hi s l ow ebb in t he J ew ish national move

ment that Achad Haam a mature ma~ of 33 made his fir s t appear -

ance in the pages of the Ha- Me l iz . 

10 A. H. Op . cit. Vol. I . P . 139 

• 
j 
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I t i s char a cterictic of the man that in Uis , hie fir ~· t 

a rticle , t here was elabora ted s ide by side with bis cri tic i sm 

of the Chovev~ Zion , a theory of nationalism that was to re

main subs t t nt i ally unchang ed t o the v~ry end of his life and 

was to reappear agai~ with the ri s e of the s econd Zionist 

orbani zation wni ch Has initiated by Herzl. It would serve 

our ends more advantegeously than to examine this back.grouna , 

his cri ticism of these moveo1ents before me go on to an exam

ination of his own doc t rin e . 

Th s reuson , accord ing to Achad Haa m, for the lov: s t a te 

of national moral at this time (1889) l ay no t £ 0 much in the 

evi l of the lialukab
11 

or the philanthropy of t he Baron12 

but in t he ~victory w~ ich t he i dea (nat ional rebir~h) has 

ac hieved prerr.~turely thru t he fault of its champ ions . I n 

their ea~ernes e to obtain gr ea t res ul ts before the t ime was 

ripe t hey nave deser ted the long road of natural developmEnt 

and by artificial means have fo rce d i nto t he arena of practical 

lit'e an i dea which llas still yo ung and t ender • • • and thar:ks to 

thi s excessive haste their e t r ength has fai l ed tbem and their 
13 

l abor has been in va in. 

Balked by the backwardne s s of national sentiment , the 

leader s of Chovev~ Zion soug ht t o promote their progr am by 

appealing to the indiviCuali~tir motive - t he economic needs 

I J l'he chari ty which , gathered f rom cor ner of Europe, found / 
it;; way into Palestine and supported the pauperized colonists . I 

t, 
11. 

12. ~ar on de Rothsch ild who suppor ted the col onies in Palestine 
in the last quar ter of the 19th c'3ntury . 

13. ~chad Haam - this is not the way - all P<!rashat Derakin 
Vo l. I - Pg • 1. 
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ot the people. Koat ot the• however paid no heed. But • 
even thoee who were tinally eeduced to go to Paleetin• on 

th• ba•i• ot th• glowing reports manutactur•d b7 th• Chovev6 

Zion, tound empty pro•i•e• and their hopes emaahed, when tb•J 

arrived and eaw the deeolation and the pri&itivenees of th• 

eettlemente. Only further diecourag .. ent and d11illu1ion 

resulted f'rOll th• prPatur• venture. 

Acbad Haam•s solution aimed at tundaaentals. Tb• 

miatalte of Chovev6 Zion lay in this, that th•J appealed to 

th• individual. not the whole peopl•I that tbey appealed to 

saltish private need• rather tbaJl to th• interest• ot all 

leraell that they eougbt a abort cut to tbe accoapliebaent ot 

their aiu inatea4 ot permitting tb• ideal to perMat• into 

the hearts of' th• people even though it required patient 

gruelling ef'torts . 
The tirst taek facing the budding nationaliat aovement 

was to work tor a revival ot Jewish national aentiment among•t 

the whole people, and to win aore and still more ot the• to 

the ideal of' national rejuvenation which it bad to an unueual 

degree in the past. To that task must be brought th• real-

ization that only by th• torturous but ultimat•l7 only road 

ot a slow evolutionary educational program could there b• 

brouaht to lit• again th• old national will to live and th• 

national spirit. Only th• reawakening ot •tbe heart of' tbe 

people - that ie the foundation on wbicb th• land will be 

14 
regener,ted. E. 2 (14) 

14. Ibid - Vol. l - P. 7 
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And as for the efforts already made , tte r ui ns that 

ma1' k the work already sta1• ted - ·•s eeing that t hese ruins 

are a lready there , we are not at liberty to neglect the t ask 

of mending and improving s o f a r as v;e can .•• In s tead of add-

inJ yet more ruins , l et us endeavor to g i ve the i dea its elf 

str ong roots and to strengthen and deepen its hold on the 

J ewi ~h people , not by force but by the ~pirit . Then we shall 

in time have the possib ilit y of doing ac t ual ~ork. •14 

Nevertheless the work of thi& f irst nationalist 

organization wes , for Achad Haam , not without merit . I t 

sou&ht to re j uvena te the J ew by practical activities in 

Falestine and made sincere effort~ a t a regeneration of 

Judaism whic h was in dange r of' breaking down as a r e sult of 

t he crw~bling of the g hett o walls , with its a t t endant d i vision 

and diffusion of J ewish groups in the different European sectors. 

According to Ac had Haam the ~Jrk of Chovevl Zion 

original ly was primari ly political and economic in charecter. 

~t believed t tat all of surplus Jewry in Europe coulc b e re-

conati tuted in Palestine . Br ough t in-~o being as a result of 

the material evils in ea stern Eur ope this organization began 

to expr es s itself in concre t e ac tivities - in planning and 

setting up colonies in the land . But becaus e th e ~eople were 

not prepared the whole scheme f ell through . 

~everthelees it cont inued with its c oncrete activ ities 

even after failure was patent, for not only was the organi zation 

i nterested in the reg eneration of Israel but it was r eally 

1 4. I b id - Vol. 1 - P . 7 
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c oncerned with the future of Judaism. "For at the very 

time when t he rn.:.tcrial trag edy in t he ea st y;as a t its 

height , the heart of the ea stern Jew was s till oppre s sed 

by another tragedy - the moral one; and when the Chovev~ 

Zion oegan to ;-;o rk for the solution of the Ulaterial problem 

the national instinct of the people felt that just in such 

work could it fin1.. t he remedy for its moral troubles . "15 

And :oo we find the Chovev~ Zion giving a strong impulse 

to a spiri~ tal r eviva l - fost erin6 the development Hebrew 
16 

l angua.;e and literature , establi~hing s chools and etc . 

True it never became the pri!l1:!ry motive - it remained of 

sec ondary importance thru !!lost of its exi s tence - but a t 

any r~te, a beginn ing ir that direction had been made . What 

a ss'.lred s uch a beg inning was due to the fact that its leader-

s r.ip c ame from the east v1here there were s trong cultura l 

centers and t o a greater extent beca us e of the efforts of the 

Bene hl os he , a faction wit~ in the Chovev~ Zion led and d irected 

by r.chad Haam hinself and a smal l group of dev oted follo v:ers . 

In s pi~e of all their efforts however tne prospect of 

a nat ional res ur.:;ence gr ew i ncrettsing ly fainter when sud6enly 

in 1895 there ~ppeared the J udens t aat, a pamphle t written 

b y a Viennese Journalist an d pl aywric$h t , Theodore He rzl, which 

once ~gain galvanize d Jewibh na t i onalism into acti on, jus t 

a s the pamphle t and a5i t a t ion of Pins kel· had done previously . 

15 . Ioid Vol . 2 P. 28 

16 . ibid Vol. 4 P. 61 
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l n the two years that fbllowe a , public di scussion of 

t he pamphlet mani fested itself so intensively t hroughout 

europe t hat f inally , with the adherence of the Vi enna 

Kadunah , supported in the east by the Chovev~ Zion and by 

a large e r oup of intellec tual s such as Israel Zangwell and 

~ax Nordaw in the west t he fi r st z ionist congre ss was 

convened in 189? . Vii th the e:ner gence of herzlean Zion ism , 

ho·.veve1• , the lessons and experiences of the Chovev~ Zion 

w•n· .:: forgotten and once again Achad Hamn found hioself 

~ropelled i nto the thick of the fight battling the mistakes 

of the new movement ae previously he had fought those of the 

old . 

ns elab orated in the Judenstaat and formul~ted a t the 

earl.r Con6res ses the new organization was to emphasi ze the 

politica~ and economic aspects of the moveillent ~o a grea t er 

extent even than di d the Chovev~ Zion. .r.s H •1·zl put it, 

" It i s a nat ional question which can only be s ol ·Jed by making 

it a politic~l world question t o be discussed and s ettled by 

the civilized nations of the world ." 17 Hence the kind of 

petty colonization that had been characteristic of Je~ish 

e ffoz• t s in ti1e past was t o be done away with. Inste~d there 

wet"e negotiations to be en t ered into with the foreign offices 

of Turkey, England , etc . A detailed pro6 ram was presented 

wherein t~e politica l and economic future of the entire 

Jewish group - with the exception of those ~ectionti of Jewry 

who ins i~ted on Assimilat ion - was se t for~h in complete 

faith and optimism in their inevita ble solution . 

17 . The State op . cit . - Th . Herzl - P. 15 



lt proposed acquiring a tract of land recognized ar.~ 

guar a nteed by the great powers of the world as the n<itio1. :.._ 

home and state of the Jewish pevple . Though or i5inally, -

in t he Judenstaat - any suitable land was to be welcomed , 

and even t hough the supporters of Chovev~ Zion , who domin" ted 

the congress , determined the insertion of the phrase "the 

object of Zio~ism is to establish for the Jews a publicly and 

a s su.red home i n Falestine" into the Basle Pr ogr am ; nevertheless 

it was not unt il after the death of Herzl in 1904 and the 

~ ecession of Zangwell and his supporters from the congress 

that the movement was definitely orientated to the land of 

Pal estine . 

~o compl ete l y did the poli~ical and economicicharacter 

of the n~w organization deter;nine its direction that very little 

i f any colonization work resulted. \'Ii t h 11 ttle practical 

activity to sho~ the world; with the fiasco of the Turkish 

neb otia tion and ~he splitting of the movement over the Uganda 

issue , the tremendous enthusiasm of the masses that had been 

r ous ed to fever heat tvas once agEi.in d iasipa ted and once again 

the masses who hod ~urned towards Zionism as li refuge from 

persecution and oppr ession deserted the movement . Not until 

the world war with the attendant re s ults of the Balfour 

d eclaration and the heightening of Jewish suffering in 

Burope d id the masses turn again to Zionism to ushar i n a 

n ew per iod in the history of Jewi sh nat i onal i sm . 

If at the end of two dec ades of activity there was 

little practical r esults to show as a result of the intensive 

poli~ical ag itation there was even less evidence of anr 

r' 
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cultural work done . So unimp ortant did the cultural aspect 

appear t o the l eaders of the movement that Herzl for example 

in re~ard to a national language could writ. e : " Ever-y man 

can preserve the language in which his thou5hts are at home . 

Switzerland a!'fords affords a conclusive proof of the poss i

bility of a f~deration of tongues ••• Our national teachers 

will give due attention t o this ma tter ; and the language 

w:;ich proves i t s elf to be of the greatest utility for 

g ener a l intercours e wil l be adap~ed without compulsion as 
18 

our n ational tongue. tt 

Because Herzlian Zionicm became a more widely supported 

~ovement t han i ts predece ssor , and the r efore potentially more 

fata l and dang erous to the future of Jewish .l~ationalism be-

cause of the false principles it had adapted , Achad Haain 

criticized the probram of polit.ic !:ll zionis:n more sharpl y 

t hWl he had that of the Chovev~ Zi o1 whose ~arly pr ogr am 

poli :.ical Zi onicm had pushed to its log ical extreme . Fr om 

the t ime of the first Cong r ess , Acbad Haam fought it with 

eve~y weapon at his command - with tbell.assons and morals 

derived fr om Israel ' s ~aet h istory ; the experiences of 

otha r movement s , personal investigation in Palestine its elf -

log i c , until finally ~e succeeded in turning the movement 

in the J irection he had wanted it to g o . 

The view of Herzl , Kordau and their followers tha t a 

Jewish nation coul J be reconstituted , and a Jewish state 

rec E:aolished by d ipl omat ic negotiations , national banks and 

national funds and innumerable councils and committees , all 

16 . Ibid - F. 70 ff. 
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in a relatively short time - Herzl in the Judenetaat speaks 

of decades,-all this seemed dangerously n~ive to Acbad Haam • 

. -\od hi~ answer to Her zl's doctrine th~t the J ewish question 

could be solved only if »the Jewish question finds a solution 

on a pol itical basi~ " 1 9 was that "the salvation of I srael 

will be ac~iev ed by Prophets not by diplomats . " 20 

To Achad Ha am it was extremely doubtful whether consent 

to the ectablishment of a Jewi sh state could be obtained from 

Turkey and the great powers . Moreover , eve11 if consent were 

possible , so unprepared were the masses for nationhood, so 

long drawn out woulo be the process of establishing the 

necessary mechani s ms of the state , so intangible and ~-randioae 

were the scheznes of the leaders that the enthusiasm and fer-

vour of che mQeses would in a abort time be diss ipated and 

Basle would com~ to symbol ize ~ greater fiasco even than 

did Jaffa~1 "T:le delegate s return anj tell us that redeemers 

h~ve .arisen for I s rael and we have nothing to do but wait 

till diplomacy finishes its work. 
. 22 

n.nd now as tnen the eyes 

of the people will soon be opened and they will see that 

th2y have been misled. The fire suddenly kindled by hope 

will die do,~ n again , perhaps to the very last spark."23 

1 9. roid 

20. Achad Haam - Op . c i t . Vol . 3 . P . 106 

21 . ~bere the Executive Commi ttee of the Chovev! lion in 
1890 promolgated their p l an for Colonization. 

22 . In 1 890 . 

23 . Achad Haam - Op. cit . Vol . 3 ~ . 55 
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0 ut t he fai th of the political zionists in the 

efficacy of ~e Jewish state was not limited to its powers 

of national regenera tion - a r egeneration to be br ought 

a bout not s o much by a cultural and spiritual rebirth but 

prira.:u- ily by the establishment of a state patterned after 

that of other nat i ons , with all the paraphernalia of con

s t ituted authority - army, ministers, and e~c . In addition 

to this kind of national r egeneration , it was the belief of 

t he politi cal Zionists , certa~nly as expre ssed by Herzl in 

the Judenstaa t
24

t ha t with the creation of a Jewi sh sta te, 

mo s t of the Je ws scatte~ed throughout the world , woul d pour 

i nto the country , t hereby removing the b~sis of ant1,.. semitism 

since it i s dependent on the economic competition brought 

about by t he presenc e of the Jew in the galut; and at the 

s ame t~ne bOlve the material ills of all l sra el once it was co~ 

centra~ed within the new patria . 25 The departure of the Jews 

will involve no economic distw-bance , no crises , no pers ecu-

tions ; in f act , the coWlt r ies t hey abandon will revive to a 

n ew period of pros peri t y . There will be an inner mi~ation 

of Christian citi zens i nto the positions evacuated by J ews . 

The outgoing current will be gradual without any disturbance 

and its initial movement will put an end to ante- s emitism" 26 

2 4 . Herzl Op . cit . P . 20 

25 . Ibid - r . 25 f f . 

26. Ibid - P. 20 . 
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For Achad liaam the expectations that the economic 

set- up as arranged and planned for , in Palestine, by th~ 

Herzlian Zionists, and t:1at it v:ould solve the material 

ills of the people, was sheer fantasy. He tried to point 

out the stark realities that opposed them and which would 

s mash ail t heir well-laid plans . He T1arned them for example 

as previously he had warned the Choveve Zion as far back as 

in 1891 of the future opposition of the hrabs in Palestine . 

"We abroad have a way of thinking that the Ar!lbs are all. 

sava0 es , on a level with the animals, and bl.ind to ~hat 

go~s on around them . But that is qui~e mistaken. The 

Arabs , especially the Townsmen , see through our active ties 

in their country and our a i ms, but they keep silence and 

make no sign because for the present they anticipate no 

danger to thei r own future f rom what "e are about . But if 

the ti.me should ever come when our reople have so far devel-

oped t heir life in Palestine t~at the indeg enous population 

should feel more or l es s cramped then they will not readily 
27 

make way for us • •• " 

And beyond this , ~h~re were in addition, as insur-

~oun~able difficulties the natural laws of economic processes 

which would t>eset them at. every turn in their efforts to 

solve the material ills of all the people within the country. 

He warned them tha t the barreness of the l~nd would require 

g enerations not decades to fertil ize and cultivate again . 

27. Am Scheidewe6e, Judischer Verlag, Berlin 
1923 , Vol . I , Pp . 86 ff. 
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He took for illustration the d i fficulties the earlier 

colonizing movement had had with but one agricultur al 

p r oduct - vine culture - of the labor, the money , and the 

long years that were needed before this one branch of pro

d uction could be opened. And even then they had to atru~gle 

with a small limited market . And the same d i ff iculties 

experienced here, would be duplicated all along the line for: 

"there are natural laws which fetter man ' s freedom of action 

much more than artif icial laws . Modern economic l i fe is so 

c omplex ~nd ~he development of any single one of its depart-

ments depends on so many conditions, that no nation, not 

even the s trongest and richest could in a short time create 

in any country new sources of livelihood sufficient for many 

millions ~f human beings. The single c ountry is no longer 

an economic unit : the whole world is one great market in 

which every st a te has to stru6gle har1 for its place . Hence 

only a fantasy borderins on madness can b e l i eve that so s oon 

as the Jewis h state i s es tablished millions of Jews will 

flock to it and the land will afford them adequate eustenance." 28 

Moreover apart from this in~ens ive competition on tbe 

world market, with millions of Jews in the land , home 

competition in every branch of production would b ecome so 

bitter , since the supply of labor will increase far more 

quickly than tbe opportunities for their absorption, that 

a hurried exodus of unemployed would be inevitable. 

28 . Ac had Haa.m - Op . ci t - Vol . 2 - P. 24 
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out it is the bel i ef that all Israel would come 

pouring into the land that is the mos t fanta stic element 

in this wild u~opian scheme . Even if a Jewish state should 

be s et up , Jewis h settlement could proceed only on the 

basis of "the resources of the people themselves and the 

degree of economic development reached by the count~y . 

~eanwhile t he na tural increase of population will continue , 

both among thes e who settle in the country and among those 

who remain outside of it, with the jnevitable r esult t hat 

on the one hand Palestine will have leas and less room for 

new immi~ante and on the other hand the numoer of those 

remain ing outs ide Palestine will not diminish very much in 

s p ite of the continual emigration . ~ 29 

For Acha d Haain t hen , tbe ingathering of "our scattered 

ones f rom t he four corners of the earth" is utterly impos sible -

only a small part of our people wil t and can s ettle in 

Pales tine . The g reut mas ~e s of them will remain in the 

lands of the diaspora with their material and social ills 

stil l uns olved. It is this aspect whic h is "the Ac hilles 

h~el of pol itical Zionism ." And for proof be turned 

toward the tremendous mass emigration of at least a million 

Jews from eastern Eur~pe who lef t for America and Afr ica -

an emi gration without any "per ceptible eff ect on the economic 

c ondition s from wh ich it ltook) place, and t he r elation 

between t he native popul ation and the Jews in those count ries . n30 

29 . Ibid - Vol. 2 P. 25 

30. Ibid - Vol . 2 P. 100 



And th• fundamental. r•aaon tor tbi• 1e to b• towid in th• 

tact that the natural. increaH ot tho•• wbO r.-ain•4 aor• 

than counterbalanc•4 th• nuab•r wbo left. 

To do away with th• peraecution and oppreaaion ot 

tb• wbol.• ot th• Jewish people in th• galut i• iapoaaibl• 

and until th• cc.Ding ot th• ••••iah• lara•l wil.l alW&Y• b9 

depen4•nt on th• •nligbtenaent and liberal.itJ ot tho•• 

atat•• in which th•J live. •Tb• aat•rial probl. .. then 

will not b• ended by th• foundation ot a Jewiah atat• nor 

g•nerall1 a peaking, doe• it l.i• .in our power t.o 91l4 it •••• 

and whether we toW\d a state or not, thi• particular prol»l•• 

will alW&Y• turn at botto• on the economic condition• ot 

each country and th• 4•cr•• ot civilisation attain•d b7 

••ch people ... 31. 
And ev•n it by aom• miracle a Jewish atat• aboul.4 

arise, it wa• tor Acba4 Ha .. , more than dmbttul. whether it 

could •v•r b&v• the pow•r to att•ct favorably, in an1 

appreciable degree tb• burden• and aorrow• of Iara•l in 

tbe exil•· Kor• tb&n that - it wa• conceivabl• to bia 

•tbat in th• day• ot th• Jewieh atat•, when econoaic condi

tion• in tbi• or that countrY are auch aa to induc• a govern

ment to protect its people• again•t Jewish cospetition b7 

reatrictive legialation, that goverlUl8Dt• will. find it 

eaaier then, than 1• now to tind an excua• tor auch action 

tor it will be able to plead that it tb• Jew• are not happJ 

wb• ... tb•1 .... tb•J .... s• to tbeir - otato.•
31 

31. lb14 - Vol. a P. 16 
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If all this be true, then the creation of a Jewish 

state does not mean the solution of the material ills of 

the people; it does not mean th~ end of anti-aemitism; 

it does not mean that Israel will final l y find peace. 

But if political Zionism is not the solution and the exile 

will continue to be the scene of activity for the mass of 

Jews what answer can the!'e be? For Achad Haam " the 

salvation of Israel will be achieved by prophets . " 

Spiritual Zionism is the answer prov ided by Achad Haam. 

§ection 4 - Theory of Zionism 

If Israel could not hope to be released from the galut 

n or expect any amelioration of its material ills as a result 

of the creat i on of a Jewish national state, nevertheless 

Palestine could continue to play an important role for the 

Jews of the exile - a role far more necessary and feasible 

and creative than that assigned to )t by the political 

Zionists . The s urvival of the Jew and Judaism is not 

dependent on making Palestine the home of the Jew as England 

is the home of ~ngliehmen and France the home of Frenchmen . 

In itself, the Jewish state can serve ne ither Jewry nor 

Judaism to any appreciable degree . 

'!'he danger remains then that Israel, scattered through

out the galut, and ever ywhere coming into contact with modern 

culture , will find i t self spl i t into innumerable fragments 

because of the loss of inner unity and through its natural 

propens ity for i.I41 taticn and assimilation; will fin j itself 



no long er a people but a number of separate tribes as 

at the beg inning of its history. "ln our time culture 

wears in each country the garb of t.he nat. ional spirit, 
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and the stranger v1ho would woo her must s ink his ind ividual

ity and become absorbed in the dominant spirit . For t his 

i•eas~n Judai sm in exile cannot develop its individuality 

i n its own way . 'Rhen it leaves the ghet.to walls it is in 

danger of los ing its essential be i ng or - at best its 

nat i onal unity: it is in danger of being split up into a s 

many kinds of Judaism, each with a different cha!"acter and 

1 ife a s there are countries of the J ewish d i spersion •1132 

What is needed therefore is s ome power f ul counter

a c ting force to height.en and increase the power of resis ten c e 

of t he Jewish people to the destr uctive tendencies of a 

hostile galut ; what is needed is a center lihere our spiritual 

resources may find constant reneral in strength and c ourage 

to b ear the blows and persecution of an indeterminable exile 

and which would s erve to bind the scat t ered J ewi sh fragments 

toge ther . For Achad Harun , wi~h his evolutionary conception 

of .TudaiSlll th i s center must be Palestine where the Jewish 

national spirit was born. BecausP. of its place in Jewish 

h i story , it is Palestine which is the "nati onal spiritual 

center of Judaism , to which all Jews will turn with affection 

and which will b i nd all Jews together ; a center of study and 

learning - of l anguage and l i terature of bodily work and 

spiritual :;>uret"i cai:.ion; a t r ue min iature of the people of 
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Israel aa it ought to be.•33 Only in aucb a center, where 

every kind ot work whether material or apiritual. will be a 

aourc• ot added strength to the corporate national 1pirit, 

can thi• Jewish national apirit find a ho••· 

Achad Ha .. then, was interested not ao much in th• 

political consequence• ot Pal.eatin• as a Jewiah at.at• but 

in it• apiritual ettect on Judai&a and JewrY• S. waa inter• 

eated in Zioni• chietl7 a• a colonising aov .. entf ot 

eatabllahing a center in Pal••tine prtaarU1 becav.a• ot it.a 

~u.alit7, a atcroco•• of lera•l •• it oagbt 1141 Ul4 a boAd of 

union to Jewry in th• diaapora atrenghtbening its will to 
3' 

live and enriching it culturall.1• 
Th• cbi•f characteristic then, of this colonisina 

aovuent ia a moral on• - the onlJ true ba•ia ot Zionillll• 

For thia purpoM what ia needed 16 not an independent atate, 

but a tatr-abed aettl•••nt ot Jew• engaged in ev•r1 br&ACh 

ot bUlll&D activit7, troa agriculture and halldicratt to science 

and literatur•· Tbia aettl••nt in tb• courH ot ti.a• ia 

'b-d to b•• .. • tb• c ... ter of tbe nation •wber•ln it• epirlt 

will find pur• expression and devel.op in all it• aapect• up 

to tb• bigbeet d•sr•• of perfection of wbicb it i• oapabl•·"31i 

It ia the qual ity tberetor•, not quanti~J ot its national 

33. Ibid. Vol. 4 • P. l.74 

34. ct. H. I.oho - Op. cit. P. 1.26 

35. Acbad Has.a - Op. cit. - Vol. 2 • 29 
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1 h~e whic h i s J\chad Hawn' s concern - the construe ti on of 

a pattern of a full and enric hing Jewisn life whic h could 

ser ve a s a model tor the scattered Jewis h communities to 

realize Judais~ in their lives . 

~houl d this be rea lized then Israel will have saved 

i tself - for even thou6h anti-semitis m remain~ to plague 

i t , and in s pite of the danger of ass i milat ion, the spiritual 

c ohesiveness of t he d i s t ant parts wvuld b e t i ghtened and 

eve r y Jew b e g i ven an assuring an inspiring rai s on d'etra 

f or his exi s tence . No longer wi l l Israel be l o6t and 1 i v i ded. 

f h e s pir i t ;ial center of the oationali ty will uni t e all the 

parts "i nto a single compl~te circumfer ence . When all the 

s cat t ered limb s of t he nati onal body feel the beating of 

t he national h eart , restored to lif e in the home of its 

vitality, they too wi ll once again draw near one to another 

and we ::i.co.ne the inrui;h of living olood t ha t will flow from 
36 the heart." 

From t h is point of view one can understand why Achad 

Haam t i rned a negati ve a t t i t ude to Za.ng well and h is territor

i alis t s and Dubnow and h i F a~tonomia ts . Achad Haam could 

find nc real vital force , no positiv~ capacity for culture 

a nd survival in a diepereed .rawry without Pales t ine. Even 

if aut onomy for exa~ple c oul d b e obtained, the danger of 

dis i ntedr a tion an d disappearance was not yet eliminat ed . 

36 . .!.bid - Vol. 4 Pg . 2 



"In Western C:urope and in America where ~he desired 

freedom has already been gran~ed and its effect on our 

national life is obvious, the conviction is already spreading 

t hat external freedom ••• is not in itself suffic ient to 

f ree our i nnermost spirit from its moral bondage to the 

strQnge environment that surrounds us on all sides in our 

exile. ,.37 

For a heal thy galut life (a.nd 1 ts criterion is i t s 

power to f ight effectively against the forces which threaten 

it with disintegration.) the h2arts of the mass es mus t be 

won - must b e influence6 spiritua l ly - and that can be done 

only throug h Palestjne.National surviv~l can be ach ieved 

only if i t f ollows an evolutionary , historical development. 

And since raie~ti. ~ \,u .. tl:e birthpl ace of the national spirit 

anu the core of Israel' s historic memories it mu st ~o back , 

and ther e fulfill its destiny . 

For the same reasons Achad Ha&m could not beli~ve th&t 

socia li srr. woul d solve the problem. He d oubted whether there 

really was any considerable num~er of Je~e who could pr operly 

be he! d. to belong to the proletariat in the sociali s t sense 

of the word - the bearers of socialism . ~s a group the Jew 

holes practically n o place in the large industrial under

takings. Generally speaking they belong to the cla ss of 

master wor kmen . '"hat he want;ed was a spiritual proletariat 

whose essential task would be to work for ~he fre edom of 

the Jewiah spirit and t he products of its labor frvm alien 

Dominion . 38 

37 . Ibid - Vol . 4 F. 68 

38. Ibid - Vol . 4 P. 67 
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· •l • 3..; 1,: _,.. :> .. ~ · • J . l t i a ')'lly t h ., ·1ea:rnoss of our p o:rnrd o'" expre.:>s -

i ?!l ·f'.ich urevett u-> i'roJ ,.t . t · •. J ~h.? tiu·_e aepeote in one word. Thie ia 

a typic a l 0 r gument of which we have eeen Sas dya made rn11oh, and nen 

.r.ai;nonide e 1nclu1led it . The ••oond Jueti! ication f or the uae of t hose 
(60 ) 

e daentia l attributes is likewi se implied by ~a~d1a. and oasrie4 OTer 

eYplicitly b y !ialevi an d Maimonides. That is t heir nega tive meaning. The 

fac t tha t He i s i ncompar abl e make::; 1 t 1nou.mbent upon us tha t '.Ve att empt 

to mo·;! only Nhat He is not. 

• 

( 60 ) Jn our cHecuss ion on Saad7A.'e t hree at· rib11ted of God, '.Te indil a tea r 
that attempts to combi ne ~ure Unit7 with various a t trib11tes 6h1oh seem-
ed necessa r7 to Goa's perfec tion eften Led to extremely question-bl• 
mental g7mnaa tice. See ltailfllan illwni nating 'l!ld rather OO lllplete treat-. 
ment of this in Theol. des Bach7a 74, 75. Eapeoielly true :taufian'a e ugg
es t1on that o:>ae.~ ya • s Life• Power 11nrl Xnowledge are far f rom actually 
being one c oncept. '?hey are q llite cHs tinot log i crilly. Fer ::>aa<lya the• 
essential att rib11tee , sup'l)oaedl y one i o nat11re, were partly active att

ributes. '.:'he •ttterence between active ~n~ essential attribute• is th11• 
~u i to cloqrl y i.at i n ~ai!,a. F!sistenon, One and Eternity may more real
ily t:t"lem to be one c onc ep t. f\ll•l q 11i t a 1avoid or a43 'lC t i 11 a a11001! t1ona. 
: ven ~h•je three attributes. it aeems t o me . are }ogioa l l.Y dlaoreet, 79t 
if we start with t he concept o f Bschye.'s abstract on'W~e rr11 y bbviouel7 
s ee .,,hy t he other two are rnetaphysic'\lly ic'lentica.l .11th it. 

r 

b I 
t I 
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of Hebrew end Yiddish he wr ote : 

~There i6 not a single nation , alive or dead , of which 

we can s ay that i t existed before its national lang~age 

that whole periods ot' its r eccr ded hi!:.tor y passed away 

before its nat ional l anguage was kno~n to it ••• a nation 

has no na t ional language exc~pt that llhich was ite own when 

it stood on the tbreshhold of its histcry . before its na tional 

self- consc iol.4sness tJas fully developed - that language which 

has accompani ed it throU&h every period of its career and is 

inextric ab l;> bound up with a i l it. s memorie: e ••• the Jargon , 

like all t he ot her languages wh ich the Jews have employed at 

dit'fer·eut time s , never has been and ne ver will be regarded 

by the n..ition as anything but an external and te11;porary medium 

of interc our s e: nor can its literature l ive any longer than 

the language itsel f . So soon as t he jargon cease s to be spoken 

i t i:.ill be forgotten and its liten•ture wi th it ; and then 

nobody will claim for it, on the ground of national sentiment 

what our be ~t men have a lways clai med for Hebrew - that it 
39 

s hou l d be an obli&atory subject of study. " 

Ac h ad Ha :m was oJ'le i n spirit l'Jith the old Ger man ns ti on-

a l i s t , Herder who wrote: "Has a people anythint dearer than 

t he s peech of it s fathers. In its speech resides its whole 

thought - doma in, its tradition, histor y , relig i on , and 

3~ . Ib i d Vol. 2 127 ff. 
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basis of life , all its heart and soul . •• tbe best culture 

of a people cannot be expressed through a foreign language ; 

i t thrives on the soil of a nation mos t oeautifully and I 

may say it thrives only by means of the nation ' s inherited 

and inheritable dialect."40 

For Achad liawn as for Herder the national apirjt is 

to be found in the past and especially in the national 

language and li~erature in which "each generation stored up 

its spiritual treasure s , and left to its heir s in the next 

the be s t fr uits of its thoughts, its secret long ings , its 

half- uttered s i ghs ."41 

Ultimately however politic al Zionism embraced Ac had 

Haami~m . Gradually b ib views began to dominate the movement 
one 

until f :.n.ally hie doctrine became/of its most i mpor tant 

pillars. But if Political Zioni sm adopted Achad Hawn , 

Ac had ~aam , particularly after Herzl ' ~ death and after the 

(1911) Zionist congress in which a defin i te orienttttion 

was taken in t !1e direction of pr actical measures of coloniz.a-

tion , came into closer cont act with the poli t ical Zi onists . 

Actually he had never takPn a defir. itely hostile attitude 

to JewiBh political independence to Palestine ; he did insist 

that it could not be broucht abou t by political endeavors 

alone. 

40 . He r der - quoted in C. Hayes - Op. cit . P. 53 

4 1. A. Haam . Op. cit. Vol. 4 . P. 51 
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rlt t he very fi r st congress in 1897 for exrunple , he 

hailed with j oy the fact that f or the fi r s t time , the 

Jewish problem had been broubht to the attention of the 

whole worl d a nd before all Jewry . Again in 1912 he re

turned t.o Palest ine and felt himself insp ired at the 

progress t hat had begun to be made in the colonies. And 

f i nally h e who had foU,£ht so sharply the He r zlia.n diplomacy 

founc hi mself a member of the committee which negoticted 

for the Ba lfour declaration. But all this did not mean a 

~ ,, .. ,.~nder of his main views . 

th i s new phase i s perhaps best explained in a message 

he ~1rote in 1902 and del ivered before a meeting of the 

rtus sian ~ioniste in Minsk. Speaking of the need for the 

f or rnati.:>n of an organize ti on devoted chi efly in advanc ing 

Jewi sh national cultural work he point.ed out: 

"It i s of c ourse obvious t ha t the two organizations , 

aiming as they do after all at ~he same end - that of the 

reviva l of Israe l - and differing only in tha t they approach 

the goal from different s i des , must b e closely interconnec ted , 

and be i n c on s tant need of each other. But if only they both 

under's t and the ultimate ob j ect which t hey have in common , 

their relation will no t be one of j eal ousy and compEtition, 

b ut one of peace and harw. ony and con stan~ mutual assistance. 

There will perhaps b~ greater unity than t.here is at present 

within t he Zionist or ganization betv;een t he different elements 

wnicb a re mi Aed up tog e t ht r, and are pull i ng Zioni s m t h is ~ay 
42 

and that. " 

4 2 . Ib i d Vol. II P. 133 
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It was thru this mutual feeling of trust and co

operation thnt both movements - political Zior.ism and 

Spiritual Zionism - finally coalesced and adopted as its 

g uide one of the last utterances of Achad Haatr: written in 

en intruduction to his collected work: 

•oo not press on too quickly to the goal, so long 

as the actual conditions t1ithout which it cannot be reach ed 

have not been created; and do not disparage the work which 

is possible at any given time, having regard to actual 

condition even if it will not bring the Messiah today or 
43 tomorro"·." Io this ,.·hat. lla s almost his last warning• on 

which most of his writings are but a commentary there is 

reveal ed , as was revealed in his first essay a man in whom 

"the best traditions of Rablenism 'l:ere united with the 

teachings of modern positivist philosophy to form a new 

mocern secular synthes is of Jewish cuJ.ture .
44 

43 . Vol. I . P. X.XI 
44. S. Baron - Op. Ci t. Vol. II P. 341 
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CliAPT3R III . S. DUBNOY 

~ection -• ~vo luti~n of the nd~i on~ 

On 1913 ~ . Lenin , leada~ of the Russilin soc!ai de~ocrati 

~arty spea~in6 of the pro0-ram of n~ti~nal cultural autonomy pointed 

out ~~at "The bas i c error of princ i ?le in t n i s proc-ram i s that it 

~~5~avors co emb ocy the ~ost refinej an j ~O$t absollt e nationalism 

~o i~s log i~ ~l conclu~ ion~ . The essence of t his ~ro5ram is tha t 

e :e r:-y citi zen should reg!ste!" a.s a member of th i s or that nation-

~~ity and ev~ry nation shoul~ c~nstitute a legal whole • •• Mar xism 

~ ~t~ fv rwa r d inte rnationalism to re p~ace all fo r~~ of nationalis~, 

t n e fu~ion 0f all nati~ns into a highes t un ity .. . lt was no t the 

"'u3 tr ian or 3u.,s i~, 3oc ! al - Damocrats tna t introJ·J.ced cultural-

~~t:onal 3UtOO O~Y into their ?rogra;n . aut ~he bourgeois 

pa~ties of J ewry i n the most bac kwa• a country of all , aloo,gside 

a num~:r of petty- bourgeois alleged:y- ~ oc ialist 6:'0~~o adopted 

it in or1a~ to carry t he ideas of bourge~ is na~ionalism in 

l 
t he :nos t :-:f ined r o:-m into the r anks of t.ne wor ~ers ." 

I t i s truly par~doxic~l tha t t~P. group whi~b hae deni~j 

~he na~ionali ~J ~f ~he ~ews befor e the Wai:' pro~ ided it sub-

~e ~uP.ntly witn all the cn~rac t~ribtics and requirements which 
3 

i.t .Je -i eved were t he nece.3sary fac-:. ors c!' a n&tion . 17hat is 

s~ill ~o:-e amazitlE is toat t ne 3olstev iks who originally 
-i 

favo?'ed only terr:.:.orial ai.:-.ono;:iy and ·,qilo f ought so fierce l y 

l . N. Lenin - Cn the Jei:;i.:>h ..:uesti.on Internat ional Pubi i sbers, 
~ .Y. 1934 - F. lo p; ; c!' . J . 3ta:in O? · cit . r , 26 ff . 

2 . ; . Jtalin - i oid P. 10 ff . 
3 . ~ct of ~rch G8 . 1928 
4. ;r , ;:i t a li.n - .:.u . ci"t; . P. 65 
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the doctrines of national cultural autonomy as advocated by 

the lioeral bourgeois Dubnow, should be one of the first to 

put this prog r am into practice, tholl5h certain fundamental 

ideolog ical changes were made in accordance with the doctr ines 

~f a Prol atarian state. That t h is progr "llll may have been adopted 

the sooner to convert the Jellish masses to communism and as a 

defense against Zionist pr opaganda, doe s not or course ref lect 

on tne me rits of this doctrine. 

But , although national cultural autonomy was realized 

in Russ ia , it was in pre- war .~ustria , likewise a multi- na tional 

sta te t ha t this doctrine orig inated . Formula ted by the ~ustrian 

Social - Democrats Renner and Bauer, it arose a s a result of the 

p roble:nQ growing out of a mu l ti- national state. E>asing their 

princ iple of nationality upon the subjective factors of unity 

of cul ture and destiny , they rejected as unnecessary s uch 

charac~er istics as state, territor y , etc . 
s Drawing from Renner and Bauer as well as denan, who 

was one of the first to point to the importanc e of the sub

jective characteristics of a nation , Dubnow found wha t was for 

him the ideal solution o f the proble~ of the Jew in the galut . 

·,'that made his task easier was the fact ths.t , working in the 

field of Jewish hiGtory he d iscove r ed th~t j ust such forms of 

communal life had prolong ed it s ex i ~ten~e. Before proceeding 

however with an analysia o~ hi~ pro~ram of na tional cultural 

autonomy , it is imperat i ve ttw.t we re vielf his conception of 

s. S. Dubnow - Letter s on Judaism - Dvir Co. -1937-P. 14 



the evolution ot the Jewish nationality, tor the two are 

inextricably interlinked and inter~ependent. 

•How the tremendoua bulk ot the diaapara Jewry 
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abould be organized tor a Jewish lite on the apot, bow it 

•laould be enabled to liberate 1 taelt troa 1be political an4 

cultural presaure ot th• environment - that question reaained 

unanawered by both wing• ot Zioniem.(Ach&d Haaaiaa and 

Political Zioniam) An a.nawer to thie queation could not be 

round by considering merely the laat atagea ot Jewish history, 

but by Tiewing tbe latter in all ita phuH, beginning with 
6 

the ancient Greco-Roman and Baatern Diaapara.• 

Dubnow begin• hi• atudy ot the Jewish nation by 

positing the th••i• that nation• pa•• throuah tbr•• evolution

ary atagea during which they are" diatinguiabed by tho•• 

characterietica which predominate during each given epoch• 

(l) th• racial type (2) the territorio.-political, or aocio-
7 

autonomous and (3) the culture-hiatorical or apiritual.• 

Moat nations evolve through th• tirst two atag••· 

tn th• tirst the physical or racial atratWI - •community ot 

descent, aoil and cliaat• ataap their ••al upon the organia• 

and t .. peraaent ot th• member• ot a given group ot t .. 1l1ea.•8 

The next atage ia the political and social ,i. ... ,. during which 

th• toundat1ona ot national aelt allHDeH 1a laid. 

In the third and highest st~ in the evolution ot 

the national type, are torged tho•• tore•• which will enable 

6. s. Dubnow - Jewl• in Rusai& and Poland - Jewiab Pub. Society -
Phila. 1916 Vol. \ Ill P. 52. 

7. s. Dubnow - Foundation• ot Nationalisa - Retlex - October 
1927 - P. 42 

8. Ibid 
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those nations which a re sUfficiently culturaily or spiritually 

superior, to "preserve the ir charac teristic t raits even in a 

state of politicel subjugation t hr ough soci al autonomy, that 

5. s to say by org anizing t}J.eir local s elf government in con

f ormity with their his torical traditions and innate require

ments . "9 Examples other t han t he Jewish group who were able 

to p re serv·? t.he:ir d i s tinctiveness were the Greek. s under Roman 

rule and in our time, Ireland and Poland . 

It i s in this s tage that s o many nations which did not 

dev elop suff i c iently spiritual values have disa~p&ared from 

his tory. "The dee isive factor i n the des tiny of a nation is 

not its external powe r but its spiritual strength, the qual i ty 
10 

of its culture and the internal cohes ion of its constituents ." 

It i s in t his fact that Israel found the secret of its eternal 

existence - becaus e in the case of the Jewi t> h people there was 

t o be found an overwhelming preponderanc e of the spiritual over 

the physical and pol itical elements . They were b ound to each 

other through co mmon int eres t s , common ideals , and co~non 

struggle s . They ~ ere fortified bJ the intensity of their 

n at.ional self- s wareness, thei :.• s easoned national character which 

was f or5 ed in th e s truggl es thr ough wh i ch they pass ed, the 

strength of their cultu1•al- hic>torical t 1·easures , and their 

capac ity f or the cont inued perfection of their crea t i ve 

res~urce s . Fortified and bound together thus , and directed 

by a powerful insti nct of national self- pres ervation , Israel 

was enabled t o maintain its wanderings in t he galut in s pite 

9 . Ib i d - P. 43 
10 • .Lb id 
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of losing succes s ively its pol itical sovereignity, its 

territory and finally the uni ty of it s l anguage . 
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•Hi~tory aff ords many in s tances of the utter dis

app~arance of nations after the loss of t heir territory and 

dispersion ~nong other peoples: But history also knows of 

one insta nce where a landless and disp~rsed people has pr e

served itsel f . This un i cum of history i s the Jewish people ." 11 

Thee ~ are the fact ors which preser ved Israel in the 

past and which may be verified by a glance at the course of 

Jewish history. "The r acia l el emen t i n the development of 

the Jewish national t ype p~edoroinated dur ing the epoch pre-

" 1:>2 ceding that of the King s . ltter pas sing throUc;h the 

period of the Patriarchs and Judges, which constituted the 

fir s t stage, the pol i t i cal int egration of t he nation was 

accomplished during the era of the f irs t Kings (Saul , Javid , 

Solomon) ar.d resurrected dll!'ing ttiat if the Maccabees . By 

that time t he nation had already been lifted to the third stage 

by the force of a diatinct ive spiritual culture where the 

religious element ass~~ed f irst rank, and around which was 

i d t 1.. • 1 i"deal s •13 
crea ted a system of loftJ soc al an e i.ica 

In the cri s is tha t threatened Israel at t he time 

of Assyrian supremacy the prophets shifted the "axis of 

national permc.n enc e . .• • from the poli tical to the socio

spir itual. "14 Thi s struggle was later taken up by the Pharisees 

11. Ibid - P. 44 
12 . Ibid - P. 4 5 
13 . Dubnow - Letters on Juuah>m P. 10 
14 . Ibid 
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whose effort.a were aucceaatul. The conqueat ot Judea b7 the 

Boman• therefore could not deetro1 Iarael who •recreated it• 

autonoaoua aocio-1piritual center (the period ot the Patriarcbatet•
16 

Having loat th• political, territorial, and lingual baaH ot their 

nationality th• Jews were held together by purel1 apiritual tie•, 

and •continued to have it• being becauee ot an irreaiatabl• deli--

berate will to live.•16 

Th••• apiritu.al ti•• then, this c onaolidatina torce 

which kept Israel alive and preserved ita lndividualitJ an4 

originality, in apit• ot being deprived ot aoae ot th• material 

prerequisite• ot a nation - state, land - i• to be aought in 

the unity ot origin, comaon historical evolution, comaon tradi

tion• and recollection• ot the paat, and common hope• tor the 

future. In a word, it wa• the co1111on individual trai ta and 

feeling• which characterize the indiviaibl• entity called Jewry. 

•there auat be something common to ua all, so compre-

hens i ve that in the tace of multifarioua vie•• and degree& ot 

culture, it acts aa a conaolidating tore•• Thi• 'aometbing' 

I am convinced, i& th• co•unity ot biatcrical tortunea ot all 

the scattered parts of th• Jewi6h nation. We are welded ·to

gether by our glorioua paat. We are encircled by a mighty 

chain ot aimilar historical impressions euttered by our 

ancestor•, century atter century pressing in upon the Jewish 

aoul, and le aving behind a aubatantial deposit. In abort, 

the Jewish national idea i• based chiefly upon th• biatorical 

consciouaneae.• 17 

16. Ibid 
16. Ibid P. 12 17. Dubnow - Jewish History J.P.S.-Pbila..1903-P. 31 



73 

This is Dubnow ' s answer to those critics ~·ho, l ike 

nayee and others, deny the national ity of Israel and say that: 

" The Jews ho't.ever, hs.ve long sinc e almost c eased t.o be a 

na ':ionality ; the vast major ity ha ve emigrated f r om Palestir.e, 

t ... v e found homes in diverse clstar.t lands , have neglected or 

forgottefi the nebre~ l~r.guage and accepted the nationality of 

the peoples with whom they have settled. " 18 

For Dubno\·, , the l t:.ck of the substar.tial poli t ical , 

territorial or lingual e l ements in Jewish nati onalism i s no t a 

sign of its weakness but on the contr ary , its extraordinary 

po•r:er . Follov.ing the path out} ir:ed for him by Fi chte , Ren£n 

aud ner~er he points to the subjective elemen~s of nationhood 

as the primary factor . 

" In recent times there has developed a.r.d become more 

and more \'l iO.ely accept.ed the view that. the no.tion ic s cultural 

histor~cal entity which sees itself a n~tion even tr.ou&h it 

may be lacKing completely or in part in its external , objective 

elenen~s : The state , land or lanbuage , if i t but. be em~~ed 

v:i t1' en int.ense urg e to c ont.inu c its eseer:t:~l develcpm.?>nt in 

the future . The objective extErnal elemente con~irue to g ive 

·11ay in the : ielc s of scientific concepts to those subjective 

elements ." 19 

Throughout i~s long hititory t hen, the elements of 

stqte , terr~tory army, t he external attributes of national power 

we~e sup erfluous luxuries for Israel; it c~ntin~ed to exist 

withou t these at.tritut.es . Rather was its existence secureo 

through strength of ..>p irit, which welded i ts widely scatteI'e6 

1 8 . c. Hayes - Essu;s on n&tionaliGm P . 214 
lS . Dubnow - Letteri:.: on Juoa i sm P . 14 ff. 
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portic l es into one firm organism and which took the pl ace of 

t hese externe l attribu~eE . 

Having defined the characteristic features of ~he 

Jew i eh nat. ~or.&l i ty i n subjective termi: ano hC:lving discovered 

t he forcec which molded and d etet'liiined i.ts ex istence i n the 

past ; Dubnow pr oceeded to out l ine his t heory of national 

cultural autonomy for t he purpo ee of assuring Israel ' s continued 

existen ce in t he f uture . 

On the basis of hi& researche l:i ir. t o t r.e history of the 

Jewi•h people not only of i ts recent stages bet also of its 

entire past he could de scr~te hi& c oncept of the Jewish spi~it 

by sayi ng that " If th .a co.:-e of all histo1• ical life is the illller 

development and the evolut ion of the s ocio- epir ttual life of a 

people and chance wurs and its politics - existenc i: are but the 

outer sl;e ~1 of history , then the hietcry or Isr ael in the e:x ile 

i s but tbe core without it s ehell. " 20 

Viewed in this ligh t , hi s proe ram of nat i onal cultural 

au tono111y is the e.t t.empt t o f ind tl10. t shell which would best fit 

it for its con~ir,ued existenc~ in tt. e exile . And in tile name 

b y whi ch Dubnow designate s his theory , is presented to :.is the 

leading thou~hts of his doctr ~ne. 

l. · ~ ationa1 • defines the J ew as a n4tionali ty , 

dis tinc t e.nd i ndependent in its O\':n existence as any other 

20 . cf. B. Di naborg - Op . cit . - P. 19 . 
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nationalityJ claiming bieto~ical and moral right• ot national 

self-government in Burope by virtue ot having aettled and helped 

develop and civilize Burope long betore modern nation• c .. e 

into existence. 

•H1ator1 teetitiee ttl&t Jewt beca11e ancient coloniate 

of Europe and tounded aettlementa in it long betore civilization 

and Chriatianity reached it ••• Rome, aetting the aeal ot eover

eignty over Palestine, and giving citizenebip to the Jewa, gave 

them settlement privilege• in it• metropolia and it• territoriea, 

in other word• on moet of the land ot weatern Burope ••• al.ready 

at the time ot the second temple Jewa had settlement• in th• 

Roman capital and iJl the Italian eea port• and ~o• thence they 
21 

invaded France, GeJ'llany and Spain.• 

Koreover implied in the uae ot the term national, ie 

the protest not only against aeeimilation which aougbt to 

deatroy Jew and Judaism, but also against retorm, which denied 

' the nationhood ot Israel, and claimed that Jews conatitute4 

religioua co1111unitie• which were aillilar in nationality as tboae 

in whoa• aidat they dwelt. 'l'he ~istake ot the religious retora 

leader& in Dubnow'& opinion conaieted in the tact that the1 

based their effort• on th• reault ot larael's hiatorical deve l op

~cnt rather t.ban on it• evolutionary process. He recognize• tbat 

•tor many centuries the entire culture of Judaism aaaumed a 

religious coloring and it• conmunal autonomy wa• center•d in 

th• ayna.gogue - which circwnstance gave tbe modern champion• 

ot aaaillilation reaaon tor thinking that tb• Jew• were only a 

21. Dubnow - Letter• on fudaiaa - P. 29 tt • 
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re1~6ious group scattered among variou~ n~tions . It was a fatal 

error on the part of the Pari s ian Synbedr:.on convoked by l\apol eon 

v~hen , in its dee lc.ra ti on of 1807 , it proclaimed that Jewry today 

does no t const:tute a nation" . . • the latest developments of the 

nat ional moveu.ent have shown that Jewry tt.ougl1 scatte1·ed a.rr.ong 

various political states, is a nation full of vitality and that 
. 22 

th~ Jewish relibion is only one of its functions . " 

I mplied too, in the term ' national ' is Cubnow ' s answer 

to those who would qu~stion tte moral value of n~tionality in 

gener al , who would see an incompatibility be tween nationalism 

in general with the ideal of a univ e r·sal brotherhood of man . 

A~ did Kro chmal and Ached Haam , Dubnc\\' draviine from Herae;· and 

others, the i dea of natural. divisions of the human r ace in ter ms 

of nationalities, '1rgues tha.t .1ot only is the c oncept of "Jewish 

nation not opposed to the collective and mor al id~as of' mankir.d , 

but on tl:.e c .m-.rar!' if; dependent upon the s e ideals and finds 

i 
. h 23 ts source in t em. Opposition to nationalism on the ground 

that it has assumed at times aggressive form~ is due to a con

fused identity of ' nati onal individualism, ' which tries to pre

serve o.nd d efend its national integrity with 
11

natiohal Egotism" 

"'h i ch seeks to destroy the integrity of other nationali t:es . 

"Only &.fter having g iven sufficient thoue;ht t.o this 

obvious , s i mple truth , we real ize ho,-; fal se a vit::w of nationalism 

has b een held - and par t ly is still held ·· by the maj ority of 

22 . Dubnow - Jews in Russia and Poland - Vol. III P . 53 
23. Dubnow - Letters on Juda ism - P. 27 ff. 
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advanced J ev1s in Eastern Europe a nd in Russia. How mis. taken 

were v:e when in the name of libe1•a1 principles we condemned 

s o true a liberal pr inciple as the right of every historical 

na t i on to pres erve its individual ity. We have c onfounded two 

cont radictory ideas with each other: natiuual indiv i dual i sm and 

national egotism , forgettin,; that. in the same measure in which 

the infrin6 ement of the individua l f reedom of another is immor~l 

the defense of one 1 s own indi v j duality is l ofty and noble . 1124 

2. The term "cul ~ural • in Dub now 1 s probram define s 

the form wi1 i ch the Jewis h riational:'..ty assumed throughout its 

l ong history in the exile. i.ack or y1eakness of external pre

serving a,sencies can be compensate d only by a corre~ponding 

s t rengthenin g of the internal bu~tresscs . Lacking the natural 

unifying for ces of state a.1d territor y i t created for itself 

the s hell of a cultural or spiritual home . 

Only because of the intensity of the spiritual :fEi.ctors 

which ke p t on replenishing the loss of its political elements 

wc s Is r ael saved . These spir i tual factors l ofty ethi cal 

vie" s , a hi~hly developed r eligious outlook , ~tc. - compensated 

I s r ael for the loss of it. s atate , end instead of terr itory it 

c oul d turn to its g r eat c ultural centers T;hich at one time or 

another held hegemony over the r eEt of the Jewish c ommunities -

l3 abylon ia , Spain , Holl and, etc . 

The concret e f or m \'. hich t he r e s p i r itual factors 

ultin.ately assumed. v;as primar i ly ti reli[" ious one ." Let no one 

ask , to what purpose the innwnerab l e reli£ioua and r itual 

24. Ibid 

I I 
• 
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reg ul.atione, sometimes reach i ng U:e extrewe of pett. inese , to 

what purpose the comprehensive code in which every s t ep in the 

lif e of the f ai thf'ul is fo r eeeen . The Talmud ic relig i ous 

pl:'.ov i s i ons , all taken tog ettier , aim to put the rt:gimen of the 

nation on a strictl y uniform basiE , &o tha t everyv1here tt.e Jew 

may be able to dietinbuish a b r other in fa i th by h is peculiar 

mode of life . It i s a u.ni for nt with insigni~. , by whi ch soldier s 

of t he same re&: in.ent rec ofniz e one another . Despite t h e vast 

e xter. t of the Jewish dias i:-era, the Jew£ formed a v:ell- a r ticulated 

si;irit.ua.l a r my , an inv ;.s ible "state of God " c1Vi tas de: . 

Hence t bese "Knie;hts ot' t h e Spirit ," the citiz.ensof this in-

vitdble state had to wear o. dis tinct uniform and be ~ov erned by 

a su itable cod e of ~rmy r egulations. 11 25 

Hence t he mi-take m~de by orthodoxy cons isted in this: 

Thl:lt tr.ey failed to perceive t ha t relit:ion had oniy tempol'arily 

otsorbed t h e naticnal ins titu~ions of Isr ael and thac it re-

fleeted " a nationa l or g anism in which tl»e absence of political 

or territor ial un ~. ty was made up by the str cc.ger cohesion of 

i t. s sp iritual anu cul tu:- ul ties and th e fr e a.ter in t.ensi ty of 

1
. lt26 

i t s s oci a l and autonomous 11 e. 
The ehatt~red t ~rnal of 

tte n a tion was emhodied for the time being in t he stron~ shell 

of the l aw . 

Because r eligion ruled supreme in a ll y;al.ke of life , 

o!' t h oa oxy grew &ccustoroed to t he i dea l;;hat Jewry was not P-

2 t . Dubnow - Jewish History - P . 93-ff . 
26 . Dubnow - Jews i n Ru~eia e.nc Pol&nd Vol . III - P . 53 



nation 1n the accepted etn•• o~ tb• word but waa a religioua 

comllunity living in accordance with eacred tradition• - law• 

and co1111Dandments. They did not see that the old national 

elements embodied in the Jewish nationality - biatorical 

holidays, customs , manne~s, lawa, e9cial inetitutiona - were 

preserved only by wrapping them ao thoroughly within a religioue 

garb, that they were completely loat to vi••· 

It was only natural therefore tor orthodO& to coa• to 

tb• conclusion that, eince Jewry is a religioua people, a 

society bound together by virtue ot' religioua law• and practical 

commandments, all those who break these laws, remove th ... elv•• 

from the congregation ot' their people. Though in a eens• it 1• 

not opposed to the concept ot' a cultural or epiritual people, 

neverth~leae it exclude• a considerable group ot' people wbo 

are. constantly making sincere etfort• (or regard with a,-ipat~ 
tho•• etforte> in strengthening and elevating their people, 

thereby underminiJlg the strength ot the Jewi~b nationality. 

In opposition to tb• orthodox many non-obeerver• 

believe that Judaism as a rel16ious faith is not at all .. 

inev~tably necessary element of nationaiity; that this nation.

ality can continue to ·exist without it by virtue of Israel'• 
'n 

peychic heritage and cultural historical principl••· Actually 

however thi~ view if pushed to it• logical conclusion, could 

lead one to believe that even it one were to accept another 

taith and relig ion, such a pereon could etill remain a part 

of th• Jewieh nationality. 

27. Dubnow - Letters on Judaism - P. 17 
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But this view , according to Dubnov; is erroneous . 

J.n his efforts o.t seculariz ing tue nb.t ional idea, he had 

aimed only a.-. equalizing what hc:.d heretofore been the dominant 

ano ruline; element - the reli&ious. He he.d not in~ecded however 

to erect c.. barriE: r between the non-observers and the spiritual 

treasures of the nation . ThoU&h r egarJing the survival of 

Juda i sm as a cul t.ural h istorical t.ype 1 Dub now insisted that ont! 

must under:::tand tnat the "Torah" of Judaism is on e of the most 

imp o1·tant foun6at.i ons of our national cultural organism . Hence 

he who comes to de f; troy the religious foundation under mines the 

exi& t.ence of t.he entire structure. ::>uch an indiv idual who 

,·.ou l d change his faith Dubnow would read out. of the Jewish 

28 
na.tionali ty. 

aut as fo!' those s ecularis t s v:ho r eject religion in 

general but who are d evoted to their people in one way or an

other , Dubnov. would include them as genuine members of the 

Jewish nat:.or:alit.y . For as, he point~ out.: Judais m iE not 

only a religion , a& for example Christ i anity or r..ohaUilllaJanism 

is . Juda i sm for h im ib a well- r.ounde d out civilizati on in 

which is contained re lii:iOUE , moral , s oc ial , mess ic..nic, politic el 

and phi l osophic element ti . Hence ,.Ju daism i s wide e nough to con

tain t.he Jew who would rule his life in accordance with the 

principles of t he Prophet or the ralmud , MQ i monia es or the 

Shulchan Aruch, lllendels£ohn er the nesnt , Ge iger or ;;>aruson 
29 

Raphae l Hirsch , or as he remarks in a foot.not e 

be Sp inozs.. 

28. J.bid - P . 18 
29 . I°U id - P. 19 

even if it 
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In thuo aecularbing tbe conce;>tion ot the term •cultural." 

Dubnow believed tbat he bad escaped thoee errors which woul.d 

bave read out ao many important and vital mellbere trom th• 

Jewish nationelity. 

3. The aurvival ot the Jewi6b nationality was tor 

Dubnow no historical miracle. The chief tactor tor its 

preservation, aa he read ite role in biatory, was the tact 

that as a culturally or spiritually superior nation, it wu 

able to maintain itself even in a atate of subJugation through 

social autonomy - by organizini it• local aelt government 

in conformity with it• historical traditions and ite • innate 

requirements whereever it happened to be.30 

ntata its social autonomous Ute in the past that we 

fine the secret for Israel's endurance. "As a living nation 
d' 

in the Diaas>;ra, tbey stru~gled alwaya tor Autonomy in the 

sphere of t ?, e ir social organbation and th~fr cultural. lite. 

Even at the time of the Ju.dean state there waa a tar tlwag 

Diaapora with ite autonomoua communities& and during the 

later Diaepora which extended to a great number ot countries, 

these communitiea had central organs of self-gover nment, with 

legislative assemblies and courts ot their own (S&nhedrin, 

Academies and Patriarchs in Roman-Byzantine Palestine4 

Bxilarchs, Gaona and Legislative academies in Babylonia4 

Abyamas and Congressea ot Communal Delegate6 in Spain; ~· 

and Vaads in Diets ot lab&l representatives in Poland, Lithuania, 

and other countries.)•31 

30. Ibid - P. 7 
31. A sociological conception of Jewish Riatol"Y -

Menorah Joumal - Karch 1928 - P. 268 
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Since the secret then of Jewish national survival in 

the past is to be foun·d in their autonomous communities and 

those institutions which \'1ere created by them it is but logical 

and natural that in order to continue to preserve its existence 

for the future, the program shoul~ express itself in terms of 

the old historical processes together with those principles 

necessitated by the new order of things. 

In the past, until the nineteenth century, when Polish 

Jewry held cultural hegemony in the Jewish world the Kahal was 

the basis upon which Jewish autonomy rested. Since all activities, 

in all walks of life were tinged with a religious hue (due to 

the dominating role of the Talmud which was 0 a literary monument 

of the ·national hegemony established and maintained by the 

autonomous communities of Roman Palestine and Persian Babylonia1 "
32 

t his aut?nomy also took on a religious character. Moreover the 

nature of the functions and activities of the Kahal - courts 

of law, state tax collector, guardian of educational institutions.

tended to keep the Jewish community segregated from the non-Jewish 

world. Before long these Kahals had assumed the form of a state 

within a state. During this period, which is described by 

Dubnow as the "thesis" ot modern Jewish history, Jews, though 

segregated and lacking civil and political rights, nevertheless 

enjoyed broad national privileges. 

In the next stage, the Emancipation era, - which is 

labeled "antithesio" - Western Jewry was accorded full. civil 

and political rights but lost all national rights. Thia was 

a grevious error on the part of Emancipation. The mere 

32. Ibid - P. 261 
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acqu i sit ion of civil and political rights ·.1as not enouc;b a nd 

could not compensat~ for the lack of national right~ . Only 

the winning of these national right~ could b e a certain 

guarantee aga inst national subjugation or nat ional disintegra

-iion . The Emancipation of Western Jewry therefore " was a half-

emancipation - the emancipation of the Jews without Jewry." 

Only in the next period , "our own day11 33 - the period 

of the synthesis of the previous two stages - Jews , particularly 

t hose in the ea.at , 'Y:oulo acquire , not only complete civi l and 

politica l riz hts but nut ional emancipat.ion as well . No long er 

was lsrael to oe a state within a state as in tl.e f irst stage , 

01· citizens of a difl e1·ent national entity as in tte second 

but a nationality equal t.o other natiofialiti~s , prepared and 

fitted r or broad national life ·, ithin tt.e framework of the 

state as any other 5roup . 

:ormul ating briefly the ~oal of ~utonomy in the 

moaern wor ld Dubnow envisioned "Jews cf every land p-:trticipating 

actively in civil and political life, a nd enjoying a ll right.s 

giveu to its citizenr y not only a s ind i vidual s but as members 

of their own nationality . 11 34 

Autonomists therefore were to demand full civil -

political and national emancipation whe r ·;by t:'le organic devel

opment of th e Jewi£h people, determined by tbe conditions 

33 . Like all t lie letter£:, t~ib was v.Tit.t.en before 1910 . 
For his view on th i z hit>torical proct-!SS of thesis , 
antithe s is and synttesis - cf . Dubr.ow - Letters on 
Judaii.m P . 53 . 

3? . .t.bid - P . 57 
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obtaining in their respective countries, would be assured . 

Where possible, aa in multi-national states - administra

tive autonomy tor Jewish collllllU.r.ities was to be secured. 

"The aimu+taneous struggle for civil anQ national right•, 

the creation ot a tull-fledged national community, instead 

of the Kultusgemeinde of Western Europe, an autonomous 

national school, and the r ights of both languages the Hebrew 

and the Yiddish" -- all thi& was to be sought tor. 

But whether it be in multi-nationalatates or not &eDuine 

autononioua life as tar as it ie in agreement with the 

political life of the country 111.•1st be sought. The widest 

field for such autonomy according to Dubnow is in auch 

countriea aa the United States. 

"Fulles t and widest autonomy is most possible in 

those lands wherein there rules the principle ot the non

interference of the state into the every day life of its 

citizens •• 
In such lands, particularly in the United Stat••• 

Jews coulo enjoy even today wide self-rule if they but desired 

to step outside the prescribed bonds of their "religious 

community.•35 

These t hen are some ot the leading thought• and 

principles implied in Dubnow's use of the term "national 

cultural autonomy to designate his pro~~8Jll · Although in 

35. Ibid - P. 69 
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formul:.tin6 his c: oc t rines DubnO\"' addr t;ss ed h i e solt.tion 

lo th e whole of Dias !Jz.r a Jewry, it r.as actually , the 

mi.:.lt.i- n a ;:ional center.-:; s uch as Pre- ?!ar Huss ia and .~ustri a 

that h e h~d ch i~fly in riinci , And in the 6.ebo.tes and con

t-rove:rs ies ;:nci disc t;.ssior.s tl.at foll o,•1ed it was with the 

Russian intsllectt:a ls wheth<:!r in tr.e camp of tlie Liberal 

Democra t s , the socialists or the Zionists, U 1at he joinec . 

In tht face of the diverse movemen t s and cross 

current s which were thrown up and set in motion by the 

c J,aracter of the social and political life of Cza!'ist Rusaie. , 

it was ine·J itable th&t J ubnow ' s theorie s shoulc be met with 

such st;ubb orn opposition - particularly from tte three most 

imp ortant groups : the liberal~ , the socialists and the 

Zionists . The problems which they brought forward and 

Dubnow's answers will be treat.ed in the next section . 
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Section 3. Attitude to Liberals, Soc1tl1ata, and Zioniata. 

l. From the ranks ot the libe~ale, Dubnow, emphasizing 

so etrongl.y the necessity ot a eeparate and independent develop.. 

ment of the Jewish nation, was charged part i cularly by those who 

rejected the concept cf a Jewish nation with the desire ot 

recreating the medieval ghetto and ot fomenting disloyalty to 

the state. 

Dubnow, however, denies th.et any particularistic 

tendencies are involved in hie progr6.Dl of Autonomi811. Under 

no c1rcumatancea, for example, ia a voluntary return to the 

ghetto possible for bi.m. •t ~ not advocating by any manner of 

meana any mechanical segregation from the wider community , any 

artificial isolation. But an instinctive isolation in the senae 

of stressing one•s essential personality, that ie necessary with 

everyone. The Jew who approaches another n~tional,need not sub

ordinate himself,before him, but both together, ahould coordinate 

themselves in obedie~ce to that highest principle - equality ot 

nationalities. And if' the non•Jew should disdain triendehip on 

equal terms, then the Jew with any self r espect will have to 

acknowledge that under such circumstances friendship is both im

possible and undesirable. Call this segregation if you will lilt 

if ao it is a segregation torced upon ua, for we aim to maintain 

our individual ~reedom and our national honor." 36 

Alle_ying the apprehensions of the liberals that ad

vocacy ot national rights might be in con~tct with loyal 

36. ibid - 37. 
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citizenship and that tbe idea ot a separate Jewish nationa1ity 

was subversive ot the beet interests of the state, Dubnow pointed 

out that the error at the root ot these tears was the mistaken 

identity ot state end nationality. 

•rbe state ia a formal u.nionJ nationality an inner one. 

The members ot the former are united by common interest•J the 

members of the le.tter by common feelings end inclinations.• 37 

Most states are, according to Dubnow, compoeed ot more than one 

nationality. Where the etate identities itself with one nation

ality and the principle ot •cuiua regio, eiua natio," ie main

'tained.end it tries to suppress ite national minoritieseither one ot 

two things is bound to happen: 1. •constant confusion alld re• 

belliona on the part ot the oppressed and endless civil war that 

woul~ lead to an uprooting ot all law and order or 2. tbe 

shattering of tbe state into separate individual atat~s." 38 

However, wherever the state guards its citizens and 

protects their r ignts, and the nationalities are given f reedom 

ot development as it is morally and cllty bound to do, it wi ll 

inevitably win the loyalty snd support of all its nationalities. 

In a word their loyality will correspond to the treatment 

accorded them. If only for the greater security or the govern

ment end to guarantee the loyalty of tbe nationalities, the mUl ti-
39 national state must grant autonomy: 

2. D1 the program end aim; or the Jewish proli~arii:.n 

and eocialiet groups Dubnow saw one of the most important factor• 

which had weakened the Jewish national movement. At at ime when 

37. PP• 28-30, 59·61 
38. ibid 
39. ibid 
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the interests ot the nation in the face ot tremendous odde, de-
1 

mended the bending and unity ot the (1iftering and oppo•ing groups 

together, there obtruded the chief slogan of the socialist torcee 

• the doctrine ot c lase struggle1b icb in the eyes ot !J>ubnow 

aplit and divided the nationality to an even greater degree, and 

let loose those forces which would ultimately destroy it. In the 

t.:onflict between the aocialiat doctrine ot "Workers ot the world 

unite , • and national. slogan of "Jews ot all cl&&sea unite• the 

Jewish group was in danger o~ deet~ction. 40 

What makes this split more tragic to Dubnow is the 

fact that the conaequencee of a bitter class struggle within a 

strong and powerful nationality as the Polish for example, which 

has territory and language to strengthen it, holds no da~er to 

the wholeness of the group. In the case ot tbe Jews however, 

whose sole bond of association is its cultural interests, euch 

a class struggle can only give it a death blow. 

Moreover the mistake made by such organizations as the 

Bund, lay in this: that the section ot the population they were 

devoted to, amounted to only about l~ of the Jewl•h nationality. 

The greatest majority ot the population consisted of the petty 

bourgeoisie, who were almost as poverty stricken an.d oppressed 

ae the proletariat. 

Dubnow eaw the stre~gth ot Jewry squandered by these 

left-wing groups in causes not their own. For them the general 

clesa war was more important then the struggle tor national 

rights. And the basie r.or their error was that tb~y i~terpreted 

40. ibid - p. 119 · 
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the term nation in it& obJective manifestations - territory, 

language etc. - not in ite eubJective aspects. H~nce ma.J\Y broke 

a"ay from J\ldaism and saw in t be program •nothing more tba.n man

ifestations at the counter-revolution. " 

Nevertheless, though he opposed these doctrines, he did 

make sincere efforts at coming to some kind ot understanding. 

With the Bund important ditterences were settled, when in 1905, 

it came out in tUll support ot DubnOY ' s progr8ln - an act which 

was a complete reversal of thP.ir original positi on. 

Dubnow never denied that the left wing groups were 

j ustified in a measure in their clase warfare. lie recognized 

that •ao long as workers' rights in their fullest measure were 

not acquired, this conflict would continue.• 41 But he urged 

that these cl~ss interests be made subsidiary to the main and 

principle goal - nationa1 cultural. autonomy. Slch a program was 

likely to succeed tor to a great extent t he Jewish middle classes 

are as oppressed as the proletariat."Our left group• must fight 

in the ranks of the revolut ionary army not under t he m.!Uiks ot 

the Russians or the Polee rut as Jewa, f or the needs of their 

people are no less precious to t hem &8 tbe needs of the state 

within which they live." 42 

What be asked for ~as an agreement between the differ

ent groupa, upon which they could all unite. Be believed that 

with such a minimum program, the struggle tor political democracy, 

national righta etc. - tllere could be taahioned a united front 

against their enemies. He readily conceeded the right for the 

41. ibid 118 
42. ibid 
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ditterent groups to Join other organi~ations where they could 

s truggl e for their maximum progre.ma. 

3 . Of all the national movements wi thin Jewry which 

struggled tor mass support, Dubnow t'elt most akin to the Spi.ritual 

Zionism of Acbad Haem. In the Political Zionism ot Herzl be 

could see only a messianic movement which wov1d be ludicrous it it 

bad not 1ucceeded in raising tal&e hopes and lead the national 

movement oft on e tangent. He agreed that the ideal eolut.ion 

would be to transfer the entire diaspora to the Jewish State - be 

would gladly and willingly do it - were 1.t possible . But for him 

ae for Ach.ld Haam, such a belief ia utterly fantastic. The nain 

tunctf on ot Paleetine for Dubnow, e.greeing with Achad Haam, ia to 

become a spiritual center. There was need •to create in the land 

of our fathers, a true source of spiritual power which will feed 

Dia.apora Jewry struggling tor its existence with all its might.•42 

So tar Dubnow was in agreement with him. Where they 

parted however was on the power and extent this spiritual zion 

would have on the galut. 

"I do not believe that the center in Palestine will 

have the magic power to influence our entire national cultur in 

the exile. No. If we here in tbe exile do not strengthen by 

oureelvea our national. autonomy on the basis ot civil freedom 

ther. a handful of Pal.eetine J'ewry will not save us from the flood 

of aseimilation."43 

Palestine for Dubnow i s but one (tbougtl a very precioua 

one) of the many centers which will influence the galut end in

fuse it with tbe atrengtb to carry on. "The fate at universal 

42. Ibid - P. 122 
43. Ibid - p . 143 
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Jewry ought not to be bound up with one single center. we should 

te.ke into account the historic fact of a multiplicity ot centers 

of which those who have the largest nu.mbers and can boast ot the 

mo1t genuine development of a national Jewish life are entitled 

to the hegemony of the Jewiah people --- Zionism when reduced to 

its concrete posaibilitiee can form only one plank in the univer

sal platform of the Jewish nation. The Palestinian center may 

strengthen the national development~ the Diaspora but it doesn't 

constitute a conditio eina qua non tor ite autonomous exietence."44 

But it was with Achad Haam'e opinion thet Israel in 

the galut will always be oppressedJ that autonomy would never be 

grantee, and it granted would lead to e.seimil&tion that Dubnow 

takes issue. 

He adinits that even if Jews should acquire full civil, 

political, and national rights , its troubles would not be ended. 

He realized that unless there was a constant lookout these rights 

might remain on paper only. He forsew too, that even at'ter carried 

out there would still be economic, soci&:l, and emigration prob-

lems to be solved. 

But it Israel cannot hope to 3tta1n as full and complete 

a national lite ~s is feasible for those nationalities which have 

territory, language etc, there is atill room to attempt to attain 

ae positive a national exietence for Iarael as ia humanly possible. 

Only then will there be a baeis upon which Acbad Haam•a epiritual 

Zionism could work. 

Today, fifty years after the first publication ot his 

44. Dubnow - Jews in Ruseia and Poland • P. 54 tt. 



92 

theoriee, the world presente eo many different features that 

Dubnow 'a program is a weak voice drowned out by a i.hirlwind - the 

whirlwind of Conmunism in Rusaib 1fhich dealt a heavy blow to the 

old Jewish center as he knew it and hoped it would be; ot Faaciem 

in Germany and government supported anti-aemitiam in Poland and 

other European centers. 

Nevertheless Dubnow would contend that the need for 

continuing the struggle to realize his program is greater than 

ever. At least in the early years of the movement (1898-1910) 

there were still unsettled lands where a harried Israel could 

escape the threats of disintegration - Ameriob, Argentina, South 

Afr i ca, end last but not least, Palestine. Today everyone of 

these centers (excepting ~alestine to e~me degree) have closed 

their doors and the C.emand for e. solution for Diaspora Jewry is 

greater than ever. 

And in a sense, the problems he struggled with then are 

the same which we face - only instead of Germacy and Russia 

wielding hegemony over Jewry it is Palestine end America. •the 

devastating war and the Russie.ri revolution (1914-1920) dealt a 

heavy blow to the great Jewish center in Russia, and now the 

Sphinx of the future destinies of Jewry stands at the crossroads 

with one eye on the West end the other still turned dre81Ilily to 

the East. Af'ter the oriental and h'uropeen periods in Jewish 

history there may be a partial return to arienta1 hegemony in 

regenerated Palestine. All facts point to the possibility of a 

dual hegemony ot East end West, of Palestine and of tbe Eu.ropeo 

American centere."46 

45. DUbnow - Sociological cenception of Jewish History - P• 266 . 
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