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I 

The Jew1eh sermon. juat a• eTel")' other branch of model'll 

Hebrew literature renecte the problema. tbougbte. and 1deala 

of cantemporal'J' Jewish 11.te. The sermons of Isaac Biaaenbaum 

represent a oro••·•ect1on of the thoughts and atr1Ting• or 
contempor&r7 J'udaiaa. 'l'h97 bring into bold relief eTe17 aeg• 

sent in the bocl7 of h1etor1ca.l Judaism. The7 present a phil• 

oaopJQ' of Jewish 11.te and a program of action directed toward 

the preservation ot the Jew and his culture. But before we 

oan get a true picture ot thia man and his thinking we 11118t 

t'1rst understand the hlatol")' of the period. 

~ adTent ot the 19th centUJ'J' marked the beginning ot 

a new era 1n Jew1eh lUe. It wltneaaed a transformation of' 

Jewish val.uea. The Haakalah• opening wide the gates ot Jf!lfl• 

iah excluaiTeneee bringing the Jew into closer contact with 

Buropean culture stimulated every upect ot Jewish 11.te. the 

religioua. political• and 11teral'J'• It was in Ruaaia that the 

Haaka1ah led to a rich cultural re•1n.1• to the rebirth of' the 

Hebrew language and literature. with a ccmtinuoua Hebrew lit• 

•r&r7 outpouring 1D poetry• b1atory. f1ot1on. and crit1ciaa. 

Quite naturall7. th.1a .,•ement began to arouse national. reel• 

inga among our people. and Zion1am came into beillg. It wu 

bol'll out ot the anqu1ah ot man7 centuries. out ot the wear1• 

neas ot endless wanderings. out ot the inveterate will ot a 

people to live. removed trom the Jll1'&tical spheres ot messianic 

speculation. and transformed into a political and spiritual 

realit7. It effected deepl7 the total1t7 of Jewish 111'• 1D 

modern times. It also penetrated into the a,nagogue e1'.tect1Dg 
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protoundl7 the tol"lll and content ot preaching with the re•ult 

that a new tn>e ot preacher came 1nto bemg• known a• tbe 

•aat1t leuai ••tbe national preacher. 1'h18 preaoher made 

Zioniea the central aot1t ot h1• preaching. !19 waa well• 

grounded 1n Jew1ab lore, kn•• modem Bebrn literature, wu 

alao deepl7 affected b7 aecular education, and ue4 the •4er­

ubah• aa a aema ot blproving Jewiab 11.te. UDl.1.lce the )lag• 

gi41a who devoted theaaelvee ma1nl7 to the expoeition ot 

rel1gioua and ethical precepta, the Matt1t1a, while the7 

inculcated 1n the hearta ot their people a love tor Torah, atuq 

and ethical dutiea, were prim.rll7 mtiTated bJ' tee11nga 

ot 1ntenae Jnieh national! .. 1nat1ll1ng 1n the hearta o~ 

our people a love tor the ethnic elements ot our national 

culture, our h1atorr. our language, our literature and the 

.. aeimic ideal ot the restoration to Zion. Theae preacher• 

repreeent a tine combination ot traditional Judai•• and mod­

ern1t7 • , The moat repreaentat1Te preacher ot this J10del"ll 

trend 1• Iaaac •1aaenbaua. Be waa bom on the 25th of 

T1ahr1 1869 1n Babro7ek, Wh1te Ruaaia. When he ••• onl7 

tour 7eara old the daughter of one of the neighbor• came 

from Palestine to visit her parenta. One day she came to 

v1e1t the lfieaenba1Dl tam117. In hi• autob4.ograplq the 

preacher telling ot her visit ea7a, • I remember, I eat 

on a amall atool at the teet ot rq mother and listened to the 

atoriea of th1a woman, about the Wailing Wall, the gra•e ot 

Rachel, and the other holy places. And who know•, 1t it waa 
·>V not th1a woman who planted the first Zionist aeeda upon t.be 
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turrowa o~ ., tender heart. The worcle 01' our prophet• and 

aagee ~terwarda moistened and watered these aeeda until I 
l 

became a Zionist.• Be grew up 1n an 1ntenael7 Jew1ah home 

where a deep loTe tor Torah and rel1g1oua practioee wae 

implanted 1D hie aoul. BYen ae a child he acquired prot1c1enc7 

1D the knowledge ot the Bible and 11lUl7 tractatea of the Tai. 

mid. Be studied 1D the Yeah1Ta 1n hie own town. 1n the 

taaoua Yeah1Ta ot Voh1os1n. and 1n Vilna and beoam well ac­

quainted with the entire Rabbinic literature. Be bad an 

1naat1able desire tor atud7• a quick comprehena1on. and a 

4U1gent dispoa1tion. When thia prcmia1ng b07 reached the 

tender age ot thirtec 7eare hi• t'ather died• and• re-1n1ng 

bee t'rc:m Orthodox parental auperv1a1on. began to read with 

great av1dit7 the new Hebrew literature 1nclu41.ng llapu. 

Slml•en. Smolenakm. LUlienblum and the othera. T'hia 

literature 1nap1red h1lll to t'Urther etud7 of the Blbl•• 

but aleo dampened hie loTe tor Cbaas141am which 1lnprease4 ~ 

deepl7 beoauae ot the great p1et7 and rel1g1oua devotion 

ot man7 ot 1ta adherent•. But that Cb&as141c 1nfiuence 

neTer left him• u he h1mael1' said: • It seeu that 1n aome 

corner ot sq heart there stlll remdnr h1dden1 Chus1d1c 

aparka that found their way 1nto it in ., childhood da7a 

and haTe not ,..t been ut1nquiebed. • In two volwua o~ h1a 

sermons ~1D..7ona Ied-• he makes extens1Te uae ot the Zohar 

showing a tine knowledge ot the &J'Stical trend 1D.. JUdai•• 

He studied the works ot all the masters 1n the field of his­

toric Judaism 1nclud1ng Kendelsohn• Krochmal. Rappapprt. 



Lusa.to. Levinaol:m, Weiaa and othera. therebJ' 4eepm1ng hi• 

knowledge ot the entire field ot Jucla1... Realising that 

"" general oulture in wa7 ocmt11cta with orthodox belief, he 

JJec• the •tu~ ot Geman and Rues1an gaining f..U1arit7 

vith the literatures ot both languagea. 

Zian1aa waa then 1D lta 1Doipient •tagea. It begm to 
'-make it• appeannce aa a •ubject tor extms1ve poleaiea 

which have not ceued even 1n our cla7. ID about 1888 the 

colUllDs ot the •s...1its•, a Hebrew periodical bec8Jl8 the 

battle-ground tor a lcmg diaputation between aan7 Rabbi• 

and writers over the queation ot Sheaita 1D Palestme. 

Pollcnring with kean 1Dtereat the proa and cone ot th1a can• 

trovera7 which touched alao on the val.ue ot promoting t .he 

agricultural 4eveloi-ent ot Paleatme. the 7outhtul. li1aaanbaum 

became interested 1D the Bov....S. Zion aovement. 

Aa a ohlld he enjo7ed 11aten1ng to the Kagg1d1m who 

came to h1a tcnrn1 and whoa he loved to Saitate. It was these 

llagg141a who ahaped the destin7 ot thia mDe Uter he JD&r­

r1ed he establ1ehed hiaaelt 1D Jl1Dak. It waa there that his 

oareer u a preacher began.. Be waa invited b7 h1a uncle 

who waa a Rabbi to preach 1D h1a sJDqogue. Having no know• 

ledge ot 1114rash and being un.tud.11.ar with hc:mllet1cal liter­

ature hia aermon waa aade up ot diaocmneoted tboughta with-

out an7 central thea1a. Bia uncle who •aa m ezper1enoed 

preacher adv1aed h11ll to make a stud.1" ot hom11.et1oal literature. 

Be found much -terial 1n the sermcma ot the magg1d of Dub­

no. Eleazar Ashkenaz1. and Iaaac Rab1Dow1ts. In the •a.•il' 
ot Samaan Raphael Hirsch. a book which left a protound impress• 
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ion upan hJ:a, he tound a great source ot preaching mater1a1. 

The Pentateuch with the comment827 ot the Libs. tell into 

hia band.a, whioh inc.luded the Tannaitlc midraahia ot the 

Meoh1lta, SUra, and 811"re. Thia Aggadic aaterial, 1ta ·1deu 

and ita 11t•r&I7 at7le, att'eoted h1a greatq. Grac1Dall7 he 

learned how to cmbme the a1draahlc 11aterial with hi• own 

aermon. For h18 at7le of preaching he la indebted to the 
1 """ great German preacher, Dr. Yell•Sli:, whoa• aermona he read 

with care. Aa he hbuelt •aia: •Tbeae booka I read a tn 
s 

time• and it wu the7 that cteteftl1ned the at7le ot ~ eeftlOna.• 

It waa in the aenice ot Z1an1• and Hebrn culture 

that he acquired hie reputation aa a great preacher. In hi• 

oomnmit7 he beow one ot the leading figures among the 

•uoYe•ei Zion• who adll1red h1a tor h1a 1dea11am and eloquence. 

He waa one of the found.era and lead.era of the monaent tor the 

rn1Yal ot the Hebrn language end the d.1aaem1nat1on ot Heb­
rew cu1ture among the people ot h1a coJi81UDit7. iH. reputa­

tion reached tm ear• ot the great Rabbi Smuel Kohl1Yer 

who inYited h1a to coae to BJal.1atok to be the eecret8J'7 

of the ••erokas Rucheni• an ortbodm Zioniat group which he 

hDaelt beaded. It waa in that capaclt7 that he got an inti• 

mate underatan41ng of all the problem.a coDDected with a 

nascent ideology beset b7 man7 obataclea that had to be 

surmounted, end it waa alao in that capac1t7 that he grew 

aore acquainted with the inner problaa ot Jniah lite in 

gaeral. In the meant1ae, he had bean preaching all along 

but onl7 within hie own comanit7. But •1th the coming or the 
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tiret Zionist Congreea the Zion1at aoTeaent waa launched 

and in it Biaaenbaum found unl1llllted opportun1t7 to launch 

hia own brilliant career u a preacher. lie wu invited to 

preach 1n ac.e ot the largest Jewish ocw•m1t1ea ot Pol.and. 

Great muaea ot people cw to hear h1lll inoludsng the leU"llK. 

the r1oh, aa well aa the llukilhl. Uter the death ot 

llohl1ver he accepted the invitation Irma SJDagogue Ollel 

Moahe (nu.d atter lloaea »ontet1ore) ot Waren to be ita 

preacher• with the underatmding that he wou14 be al.lowed 

to travel about tour montha during the ., ... rta1t1Dg oca­

munitiea aa apoke..ui ot the Palestine Ccmmittee 1n Octeaaa. 

in bebal.t ot the Zian1at oauae. !'hough he oou14 have ve%'7 

eull7 ohoam a Rabbinical career having received hi• •••-

1cha• • be rejected it. Aa he hlaaelt aa7a: "During the 79&1"• 

th£ I aened Rabbi Samuel llohl1ver I became acquainted with 
~t..-...._ 

maD7 llabb1a tram n•ll 1111d large c1tiea to pour out to hJ.a 
"' 

(llohliver) the complaint ot their hearta, the11' trouble• and 

autteringa that the7 mdured at the h.anda ot the a1ght7 cnea 

ot their ooagregat1cma. I oona14ered the atate ot the Bab­

binate u 1t wu, and rea11sed that I ••• a talae v1aion, 

that 1n being a Babbi I woul.d be able to 1ncreue rq act1• 

v1t1ea tor the good ot 'S7 people and land ••• I began to ob­

serve better the act1v1t1ea ot llohliver b1aaelt 1n hi• cit7 

and realised that he too waa lhlited 1n hia 1ntluence both 

bJ' the a1ght7 leader• ot the connm1t7 who held the re1na ot 

power 1n their strong hand.a and the man7 God-tearing sealo~a 

who .. 1Dta1ned their graap on the glorious throne ot re11g1on 
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and 1n 1ta name oloaed the doora ot the 1nat1tut1ona 1n their 

poaaeaaion 1n the face of a llAll whoae 1deaa were not llke 

their own. So I came to th1a ccmcluaion: U 1t ia eo 1n the 
~tL 

oue ot a great Rabbi, t'tm0ua throughout the Bzue, how
11
110re 

will 1t be tne 1n the case ot' a 7oung Rabbi who ha• no r .. e 

aaong hie people. I therefore decided to 41aauade mpelt • t'rca beoo-tng a Babb1 1n Iarae1.• 

Though he ga•e up the Rabbinate, he did not g1Te up ita 

d1ao1,pl1ne ot' atu~. Be ea7a: •Anet thlla I left the Rabb1n1o 

world and entu-ed the world ot' literature and preaching. a.it 
... 

even this nn world, 1n whoa• Teatbule I ha4 not made 979elt 

t'lt, wu 0011Pl•tel7 rooted 1n rq old world, 1nto whoae rec•P­

t1on rocm I had al.read7 entered and 1-ereed th1rt7 79are ot' 

lUe. 117 old hou.ae ot atud7 I did not leaTe, -r aedulowmeaa 
s 

o••r the TaJ.mDd I did not oeue.• But though he considered 

the old Telwn41o etuc11ea aa 1n41apenaable, he trttd to bring 

about retonaa 1n the old Yeah1Taa 1n reapcnae to the nn de­

unda of the ti.ea. Be t'elt that these achoola should also 

acquaint their puplla with the t'ield ot •choolmat Ylar~l" 

aa well u secular mowlec3ge, 1n addition to the Rabb1n1o 

atudiea. Be wu, therefore, Te~ happ7 when he received an 

1nT1tat1on t'roa Rabbi ~1a Tchernmr1ts, who founded a 110d­

ern Yeah1Ta 1n Odessa, to aae1at hJa 1n t1nd1ng • a number 

ot puplla great 1n Toru, rel1gioual7 obael"'ftDt, and deeiroua 

ot' .tiaalcalah.• The ourrioulua ot' th1a school included not 

anl7 the atu47 ot Rabb1nioe taught ao1ent1t'1oall7, but alao 

Bible, Hebrew, Jn1ah hiatol'J and alao secular mowlec3ge. 
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In addition to h1a preaching, be also tried b1a band 

at wr1t1ng. contributing articles on religious, 11ter&l'7• 

ad Z1on1at themes in ao:me ot the Hebrew periodicals auch 

aa: •Talp17otb•. •11&tat1rah• and •Haaelitz•. In 1896 he became 

a permanent member on the start ot the •J1ame11t1•9 and 1D 

1910 he joined the start ot the •Batstil"ah" edited b7 lamm 

SGkoloY and alao aened aa 1ta aecretal"7• He edited the 

"Mecbkere1 Ba7&ba4Ut• and "K!nor Bam• ot Sumel Da•ld 

LuszatoJ "Toldotb• and ltBrech KU1a" ot Rappaport. and tm 

"Darcba1 llaaialma • ot Zeobar!a' Frankel.. 

In 1905 be went to v1a1t Palestine. Be paaaed through 

the entue oount1'7• •et the leaders ot the Y1abu•• •1a1ted 

all the h1atorical places, and acquainted biaeelt with all 

1ta rel1g1oua, social• and econcmic problem. When he returned 

to Waraaw tor the Rol7 Dqa he d••oted b1a sermons to a dia• 

ousa1on ot what he bad aeen and experienced 1n Palestine. 

Ev1dentl7 h1a popu1 •rlt7 waa growing, tor the •JD&gogue 1n 

which be preachecl became too small to hold the great maasea 

ot people who came to hear b1m preach. The entire structure 

was raod.eled and enlarged but even then the number Ms · 

listeners grw to auch a proportion that the •JDagogue 1~ 

aelt could not hold them. EYe1"'7 Saturda.7 before b1a sermon 

great throngs would crowd his •JD&gogue, leav1Dg no standing 

room unoccupied• tilling all the vestibule and the Beth 

Bamidraah. On the first Sabbath ot eve'l!'J month be preached 

1n Hebrew, and even then great numbers attended.. Be felt 

that his preaching bad a great 1ntluence upon h1a l1atenera. 

Be aa7s: •Eve1"J'th1D,g that happened 1n the mid.at ot Jacob 
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found an •oho• withJn the wall• ot •11or1ah•, ( name of the 

remodeled •JDagogue ) ao that ita worabippera bee... oona­

o1oua ot everJthina that occurred 1n Israel, and the 1ntl.uenoe 
~ 6 

ot the •11111gogue upon the envoirnment grn traa 7ear to 7ear.• 

Throughout the 7eara he never ceased str1v1Dg to improve the 

weltare ot hie people and to raise the level ot Jniah learn• 

1ng. In 1917 when the c;eruna occupied Poland he •t Dr. 

s. Poman•ki a.d d1aouased with h.1JI the poaa1blllt7 ot 

eatabl1•hhlg a modem Rabbinical •81d.nar7 1n •ar•a• like the 
w ane 1n Breal.&W. 1'beJ' both realised that no matter who would 

emerge T1otorioua 1n the War, Poland would go through tremen­

dous cb•ngea 1n 1ta political, eoonomio, and cultural structure 

that would have a great etteot upon the J•iah COJ1111W1ti7, too. 

'!hey therefore saw the neoesait7 ot strengthening J .. 11h lite 

and culture 1n that period of tension. Pomanakl presented 

the idea before a ccmvention ot tu •11israoh1•, the Oz.t.bodoz 

Zionist organisation w4th which both he and Bisaenbaum were 

attlllated. The •••'nar"7 wu established 1n 1920 under the 

name "Taobke110ni•. It waa an institution devoted to both 

rellgloua and secular learn1ng. It was J»1saenbaum who 1ntlu­

enced greatl7 the character ot this modern institution of 

learning. It waa called •!be Rabbinical Semin&rJ"", but Biss­

enbaum alwa,a retra11led rrom calling it bJ' that name. Be 

aa7a: •!l'he Rabbinate, according to '6q point ot vi .. , 1a not 

a proteaaion that one learns 1n ao m&nJ' hours and J'•&rs. 

The Rabbinate is not acquired only through great knowledge 

and erudition. It dependa greatl7 upon the inner cbarao~er 

ot the student, and his innate rel1g1oua sentiments. Tach-
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kemoni baa theret'ore became baportant to • not u a tacto17 

t'or the produotiOO, ot Rabb18, but u a h1ah e4uoat1onal 

Snatitut1on that •ill rear aoholarq, learned, and enlightened 

7oung men who loTe their Father in heaTen, their people, ita 
7 

land and 1ta aanot1t1ea.• 

He continued b1a Zion1at, 0011111mal, an4 preaoh!ng 

aot1Tit7 t1releaal7 until the 79&1' 1923 when he beo ... T•r'J 

ui. Deapiiae hi• tailing heal.th, he cont1Dued hi• preaching 

and 11ter8J"7 act1v1t7, preparing hie late eermona t'or publ1• 

cation u well u other work• on Z1on1 .. and J'udaia. Laat 

79ar he published h1a lut book and since then with the 

Basi 1nTaalon ot Poland, h1a t'ate remains unknown. 

The 11t•raJW7 produot1T1t7 ot' Iaaao Blaaenbaua represented 

b7 the ten TOl\Dlea that be baa publ1abed 1D the lut t~ 

a1x 7eara ocmat1tutea a d1at1Dot oontr1but1an to Bebr• 

literature, and eapeoial17 to aodern how11etica. The booka 

1n the order ot their publ1oatlon are: 

1903-a book ot aermona eh• ( .,Nil/ ,..e,,,, 
1908-a book ot ael'llOlla on the Sabbaths and Bol14a7• 

,,n;,,.1 -.p ..A.M?.e Gr "'Ii'' 

1911-aermona 

1920-sermona 

? r .JI'~) 

..,.,11/1t/;) _.;~,$) 

1920-a short h1sto1'7 ot Zionism 

1926-aermona 

1929-an autob1ograp~ 

1930-llte and works ot this great Rabbi 

1931-aermona on the Pentateuch 

e;.,1 ,.,11/r 

11/h ,fi 

1939-atudiea 1n Juda1am and it• tradition, Jewish 



nat1onal1aa and the tuture redmption 

These book• repreaent the lite-work ot Iaaao Buaenbaua. 

an earneat leader• a great preacher• and a taitbtul. eon ot 

Iarael. !he thought a and sentiment• expreaaed b7 this 

ho•Sliat with prophetic eloquence nTea.lt the preaenoe ot 

a rich Jewish soul throbbing ~1th loTe tor everything Jewieh. 

The modern preacher can t1nd 1n theae eermone an 1nexhauat1ble 

aouroe ot Jew1eh thought• 14eal.1am. 11114 1nap1rat1on. 
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The luting 1Dapb-at1an that we rind in liieaenbaua 

baa bem mt1Tated Mth b7 his 1nbermt pualcn ror preaching 

aa well u b7 h1a attitude ton.rd prnch'ng aa a aaored tuk 

o1oael7 related to propheo7. Preaoh'ng• he &Tera, la the aplr-

1 tual heir to the propheo7 and the aaored poet197 abod.1e4 

1n the 8or1pturea. The prophet• 41.reoted their attent1an 

pr1marll7 to the oand1t1on or the people 1n the present, 

and to the mora1, aoo1al, and pol1t1oal a1tuat1c:m. 1'heJ' 

wanted to aee their natlan, the bearers ot the 1deala ~ 

jut1oe and righteouaneaa, 11Te a lit'• or hol1Deaa and aanctit7, 

peaoe and aeour1tf' 1n their Olm land.. But seeing that the 

lUe or their people was rar remond t'roa their inner T1a1on, 

the7 pronounced their word.a or rebuke and a&lon1t1on in order 

to opm the e7ea or the people to their eT11 deeda md reatore 

them to the right path, the path or the Torah. With thia 

purpoae 1n aind 414 the prophets alwa711 menticm to the people 

their great put. The 119111C>J7 or the put used to engender 

moral upll.ttment waa a teclmique emplo7ed b7 al.Jloat all the 

prophet•• With this aaae purpoae 1n m1nd ot elevating the 

ap1r1tual. level ot their people to coincide •1th their om 

inner vision, 41d the propheta apeak alao ot the great future 

ot the nation. Their prold.aea tor the future were designed 

not onl7 to forestall the despair that 111.ght ••is• them 

during the destruction ot their land and their exile, but 

also .. , and eapeciall7 eo, aa an incentive to correct their 

;;J.; in the present. Aa 1t to aa71 look at the bright future 

that awaits 7ou and aee the depraved condition 7ou are in 



now. You auat prepare 7ouraelwe1 tor ,.our great tuture. 
f .t/.. 

Thua did the •:aor,. ot the paat and the aaaurancea ftture 

aene aa powert'ul. inatrwaenta in the hands of our proph9ta 

and our poets to at1r the heart ot our people and lead it 
8 

1n the path ot juat1oe and r1ght,owmeaa. 'l'heae •- aethoda 

wen ued alao b7 the preacher• through the yea. (B1aa• 

enbaua 1• hiatorioal.17 incorrect 1n aq1ng that the aeraon 

waa out out ot the s111agogue as part ot the worah1p aenioe 

and waa auoceeded b7 the P1J7Ut• Preaching never oeued 
9 

throughout the Middle As••• ) Preaching 1n the laat tn 

hundred 7eara u well •• 1D the prev10WI as•• baa been 

one of the driving torcea that made tor the preaenat1on 

ot J'uda1am. The preachera who were 1n man7 casea men ot 

excellent ab111t7 and ttne character. had a great 1ntluence 

upon the people. The7 preached love ot Torah• tear ot heaven. 

the obaervanoe ot the law ad proper aoral conduct. Their 

words lef't a favorable 1ntluenoe upon the spiritual and moral 

condition not onl.7 ot the ordinar7 maaaea. but also on the 

well-to-do and the aoholara to whom the reproving preachers 

would tell the bitter truth. Tb.is waa their taak - to 
10 

strengthen religion and preserve moralit7. Thua 1n oODtent 

did preaching hnotion u the heir to prophec7. 

In at7l•• however. the deraabah is quite different 1'raaa 

ita pred9oeaaor. - prophec7. Prophec7 1a its 01r11 author1t7. 

It never had to rel7 upon the author1t7 of Scripture. The 

deraahah• on the otherhand• grew out ot Scripture and alwaJll 

had to rel7 upon Scriptural u well aa K1ahna1c and 111draah1c 
~ 

autho~it7. That ia ~ the words ot the propheta flowed forth 



u a atreaa ot a1ght7 waters. while the preacher• .. caaae'/ their 

reliance upon author1t7 were torced to aet bouncla to the 

t1ght ot the 1r 1m1g1Dat1on. And turthermore, while the worcla 

ot the prophets have bem pre•el"Ved 1n writing u the7 were 

uttered, the word.a ot the earl7 preachers regard1ng the 

conditions ot their tillie were not recorded and were forgotten. 

and there remained the K1draah - a heap ot atat ... nta quoted 

.troa Scriptural and Rabbinic authorit7 without &Jl7 un1t7 ot 

thought and inner relat1onah1p. Aa a result• it 1• impose• 

ible to tell what at7le these earl7 preaohera uaed 1n preach• 

1ng, while 1n the oue of the prophets, there at7le la Yer,. 

ae1t eYldent. And ~thermore, while the practice ot the 

prophet wu to speak to the people 1n the Jl8Jlle of God, the 

manner ot the preacher wu llixed. .lt times he spoke to the 

people 1n the name ot God, like the prophet, and at times 

he spoke to God. in the name ot the people. But Juat aa 

prophec7 was not composed by the prophet with the intention 

of setting down h1a worda into writing and in book tora, 

but wu eaaential.17 meant to be preached to the maaaea, ao 

the sermon was not ccmpoaed b7 the (earl7) preacher with the 

expressed purpose ot be1Dg put into book torm, aa la the ouat .. 

1n our daJ'll, but w,.a .. ant CID17 to be preached betore the 

entire people. The deruhah like prophec7 was a 11T1ng .... 

•as• that bu.rat torth trca the deptba ot the ap1r1t of the 
ll 

people. 

Prophec7 needed no appointment ot place and t1u. 

Whenever the spir:lt rested upon the prophet he would stand 
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and prophe•J' •hereTer he found people aasellbled. p waa 

an unocmtrollable toroe that kn• no bounda. Bot ao the 

deraabiah. Alr1et1n1te plaoed waa tized tor it. It waa preached 
12 

on the Sabbath 1n the aJ!lagogue. 

Tbere ••re two tJPe• ot preacher• 1n the earl7 dqa of 

preaching. There were those who apoke oallll.7 appealing to 

the a1Dd ad the 1ntelleot of their 11atenera baaing their 

worda on traditional author1t7. And there were alao preacher• 

•ho with ti•l"'J •orda appealed to the emotions ot their 11at• 

enera • and kindled a sacred flame 1n the 1r frozen hearta • 

but did not rely at all on authorttatiTe tradition. But 

good preach.era 1D order to keep the attention ot their list• 

enera had to combine both qualities• They had to speak 

with enthuaiaaa to 1ntl.uence the emotions ot their 11atenera. 
13 

but also baae their words cm authorit7. 

Such excellent preachers haTe been few 1D number. Even 

now there are JD8.D7 •1ae men with creatiTe spirit who have 

aom.ethiJlg to say to their people. but have not been endowed 

with preaching ability, and •~n they preach the congregation 

becomes drowsy. But cm the other hand, there are preachers 

who captivate people with their eloquence, but have nothing 
14 

to aay. 

It waa the sermon that attracted the people to the &JD&• 

gogue. making it the center of Jewiah lire. The sermon d1r­

tu.sed knowledge of the Torah among the people, awakmed 

sentiments of loTe tor the Jewish nation. centered ita atten• 

tion upon the younger generation to unite it with its people 

and its sanctities, and brought 11.ght and hope into depressed 
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hearts. It tied up the SJD&gogue with everJda.7 home lite. 

'l'he aentiJDenta arouaed in the •Jnagogue were transferred 

to the heme. Tim. did the •Jn&8ogue through the sermon 
15 

liye the lite ot the people. 

In our 4&7, howeyer, the eermon though it reminds our 

people ot it• great put and future and wlelda a great Wlu• 

ence over thell, ita Jewiah prophetic •plrit baa escaped from 

it. Ita purpose contlicta with that ot the earl7 derasbah 

which waa the heir to prophec7. It• purpoae i• not the aur­

Y1Yal but the auapenslcm ot tbl nation. It aeea a blessing 

tor our people not 1n the •!ngather1Dg o., the exiles• but 

1n their dispersion. It upirea not to a pure and sacred 

lite true to our spirit and our Torah, but to a lite 11Yed 

1n the spirit and the W&J'8 ot the other nations. But not 

onl.7 does the modern sermon, aa preached 1n the Retora 

congregations, d1t1"er t'rom the earl7 cne; the preachers also 

dltter. ID the hearta of our earl7 preach.era there burned 

a hol7 tlaae, the flame ot faith and loYe tor the nation. 

The7 spoke what the7 thought and 1Ult'1lled what the7 preached. 

Their preachments and deedt blended 1n harmon7. But our 

,,odern preachers though the7 •peak with strong emotion, 

their hearta are aa cold aa ice, cold to all the sanctities 

ot the nation. EYen 1n the Orthodox congregations ot western 

Europe the sermon is tar removed trom the •P1r1t ot earl7 

preaching. It doea not possess that deep love tor Israel, 

neither does it express a sharp protest ot d1saatiataction 

with the 111'• 1n exile, neither does it encourage talth and 
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16 
hope in the .t'Uture of the nation. 

'l'he time baa came to revive the old Den.ab& with ita 

old content, but 1n corrected form. Thua it will again beccm. 

what it baa been - the spiritual heir to prophec7. L1.ke 

prophec7 and the old deraaha it muat chaat1ae and ccmaole, 

it must parallel the past and the tu.ture, and expreaa a deep 

love tor the nation. It llWlt chide the nation tor it• moral 

decline making no distinction between groupa and clasaea, show­

ing no favor to either rich or poor. It mnat penetrate the 

olouda ot the nation'• t\lture and find the bright atar tbat 

wU.l lllnw'nate the road 1D the darlmeae ot the night. It miat 

uncover before the peopl~ the entire b~ ot Jew1ah lore re­

vealing ita llght, ita love tor Israel, ita hope ot rede1111>­

t1cm, and it• aacred apirit. Thia 11ll18t be the character ot 

the sermon 1D our da7. The revi'Yil ot the ael'IDOn, Hebraic 

1D spirit. and, aa mu.ch u poaa1ble, Hebrew 1n language will 

bring about the rniTal of the aJDagogue, of worship, of the 

Jewish heart 1tae1t. And when the Jewish heart 1a revived, 

all the visions, and the atrivinga of the prophets will again 
17 

oOJDe to 111'e and the aermon w111 be replaced b7 prophec7. 

Thia the hope of •taaenbaum: to aee the modern aeraon 

regain ita prophetic character, its seal and fire, and its 

love for all the aanct1tiea ot our people and tor ita national 

atta1nm.enta. !'he modern preacher nist therefore devote al1 

h1a etf'orta to the revival of what he calla 

national Judaism, the onl7 tl"Ue hiatorical Juda1am aa it 

evovled from th8 da7a ot Sinai to thia day. Be upreaaea 

the hope that there will ariae many men •ho will agree with 



him 1ll h1a particular phlloaoplq ot J'udaiam, and who w111 

teach ita content and meaning and designate 1ta atrong 
18 

ccm.neotion with the land ot our tathera. In order to be 

able to preach that Judaiaa, the modern preacher mu.at receiTe 

adequate tratn1ng. In adcll.tion to h1a speaking ab1llt7 

and moral nature. he muat know 111'• with all lta probluaa 

and need.I. Be must be well equipped with a full knowledge 

ot Hebrew literature both olaaalcal and modern, Jewish h1at:­

Or'7 and alao a general knowledge. Be 111Dat be Titall7 con­

cerned •1th the oan41t1on ot the Jniah people 1n all the 

lands ot their d1apera1on. Be ma.at alao grow aocuataaed to 
19 

public speaking and gain expertnesa 1n it. The preacher 

poaseaaing theae equiP119Dta •111 draw the people to the •J!l&­
gogue to llaten to him, tor the people of our da7 are no 

-a. 
longer aatlatled with •1Jow1let1cal atunta• ot the maggld.. 

1'he7 want to understand the relatimah1p between the ScrlP­

turea and the probl- ot modern llte. The7 want to hear 

a.living meaaage that will touch the atringa ot their wounded 
20 

heart. In order to be able to g1Te the people that hopeful 

meaaage the preacher muat be aot1T&ted bJ great ideala. 

Wiadom and eleTer 1nterpretat1cm though beneficial la not 

enough. The aermon 1n which the goal ot the preacher la 

aecondarJ' to hla id.eu, that aeraan cannot llTe. Ideals au.at 

be prior to 1nterpretat1m. The preacher muat make h1a 

v1a1on and aap1rat1on the permanent poaseaaion pt hia people. 

And knowing the disposition ot hia people, the people of the 

book, that it doea not need to listen to the worda ot a oon­

tempor&rJ', the preacher mist put ·hi• ideas and aentimenta 
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into the moutha ot our prophets and aages. Let them speak 

through his .:>uth. Let him speak their language. Perhaps 

it will stilllul.ate the people to listen to him. But 11' the 

ael"ll011 ia to have a great Sntluenoe upon the people, ita 

Scriptural and llldruhic paaaagea muat be interpreted lit• 
21 

erall7 and a1mpl7. ODl.7 thua can it be a living, Tital 

•seage. Where muat that ••sage ccme trcaT It miat came 

ft'oa pur old •JDagogue ._hich haa not 7et apoken 1ta 1aat word•. 

And when it does apeak that word aloud, that word •lll be: 

•ReTiYal•. But thie new word oomsng trca the old &Jllagogue 

will onl7 tlnd response 1n the hearta ot men 11' the aacred 
22 

spirit ot our prophets and eagee •111 abide ~t. Thus 

having rornmlated a theory or preaching richl7 Jewish 1D 

content and lott7 1n purpose, 41.rect and \DJ.equivocal 1n 

approach, Hisaenbaum prooedea to C&rr7 it out 1n practice. 

Be preachee a religious nationalism mid a nationalistic 

religion o.tten sub~ect1ng thought and interpretation to 

peot17 and imagination. But even though hia aermone are 

d1at1nquiahed ror their power o.t 1deal1am, the7 are equall7 

d1at1nquiahed ror their brilliant interpretation o.t Scrip­

tural and Rabbinic prono\Dlcementa. Though maD.J' of hi.a aer­

lllOD8 contain brilliant 1deaa well developed, he atanda out 

more ae the de.ft hom1let1c1an than the proround thinker. Ria 

aermona poaaese great rorce, stirring eloquence, and prop-

phetic 1Dapirat1on. Though he grn up 1n an 1Dten.ael7 orth• 

odox enT~nt, he became 111bued with the modern spirit 

and used the aermon aa an instrument ror afrectillg the 

mu.ch needed reconciliation betwee.n traditional Judaia• 



and the 1deu ot the modern world. Aa a rule he builds hie 

aermona around one Biblical text buttreaaing 1t with man7 

Rabbinic dicta t'rom which he deduces hi• 1deaa that are colored 

with Uluatrat1Te material drawn trom the varied h1atorr 

ot our peopl.e u well aa from aecular l.earn1ng. Unlike the 

llaggidJa ot hi• da7• he malcea no attempt to sol.Te p.roblema 

and ccmtra41ct1ona in Bible and llidruh. Be expla1ne h1a 

text• a1mpl7 and 11terall7 in accordance with the simple 

aean1ng ot the pasaage that he emplo19• and der1Tea troa it 

1deaa not onl7 inap1rational. but Snatructi••· 

He begins 011e ot h1a aermona with the two Tersea: •And 
4o 

7• shall k•»P rq connendaenta and do thm: I am the Lord. 

And Te ahall not profane ., hol.7 a-: but I will be hal1owed 
~ 

among the children. ot Iarae1: I 8Jll the Lord who hallow 7ou.• 

Froa theae worda. he aa7a, did the aagea deriTe two import• 

ant lesacna: the protanaticm and the aanct11'1cat1on ot God•a 

name. Theae are directed both tOIJ&l'd the outer and inner 

11.te ot the Jn. 'l'he•protanation ot God•a name" aened u 

the reaaon to make ua meticul.oual7 strict in all observance 

and made us deal with the Gentile moat equitabl7 in order 

that the nuie ot Goel and Iarael ahoul.d not be made protane 

in Bia e7ea through 1111. It also put great obl1gat1on upon 

the intellectual. leaders ot the people who bore those ideal.a. 

whose value the people had not 7et learned and whose necessit7 

tbe7 have not 7et acknowledged, caua 1ng them to conduct them-
.,.._ . . . 

aelv•• with upr1ghteR"F•••• and equit7 1n their relation• 

with the people so that the Torah and its ideal.a m1ght not 

be profaned through them. ( 1@ '"'/' ) "Xidduah haahem" 
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however• made our people into mart:yra who offered up their 

11vea tort heir faith. It showed the outside world that 

the Jew and h1a apirit could not be destro7ed b7 inatrumenta 

ot deatrnction. But the real. importance of ~iddush hashea• 

can be found 1n our inner lite. •1 wll1 be hallowed among 

the children ot Iarae1•. Let the younger generation aee the 

martJTd.aa of their elders and follow 1n their f'ootatepa. 

But• he continues. 1n Judaiaa there have been not onl7 

mart:yra who died. but there were alao righteous •n who were 

saved. such as • .&.brahul,Banania• 111ahael and .&.sarlah and 

other•• which aeema to contracliot the value of ~1dduah ha• 

ahem•. It God haa saved the righteous men. what about thoae 

who were not aavedf Thia queat1on waa asked b'J Jlar1nua 

the Roman,of Pappua and Julianua and received a veey aharp 

anawer: Bebuchadnezzar waa wort}Q' that a miracle should take 

place tl:JNugh h1a. ( ->l~/r fn@o ) e, but from Ant1ochua • 

to the Cruaadea. Torquomado. Chmeln1ck1• to our own da7a 

there baa not neen one man wortlq of having a airacle per­

formed through him. Such an answer 1a s~1'1c1entl7 severe 

to close the moutbe of our enemiea who make run of ua aa71ng: 

where 1a your God? Let hill come and aave 7ou. But for our­

aelvea we need a aore profound answer: the afflicted ones 

have to be wortlq of miracles and not ••serve the penal.t7 

ot death. but thoae who do deserve that penalt7• God pro• 

vides them with a murderous t:yrant and heaven ia aanct1t1ed 

through him. ( 1C1f1 fr.,i>o ) The afflicted one must accept 

his punishment with love. tor he ia cleaerving of the death 

penalt7. Re through whom God chose to be sancutied 1• a 



hol7 man, and the attl1cted one 11Tea cm, tor with hia death 

be brought lite to his people. 

Thm be cont1nuea to deTelope the idea ot "Kidduah ha• 

ahem• bring1Dg verses tram the aame Paraaha and weaT1ng ideaa 

around the -in text. !he entire idea ot "Xidduah hubea, he 

aa7a, begina with the Terse: "When a bullock, or a sheep, 

or a goat ••• be accepted tor an ottering made b7 tire to the 
24 

Lord•. The Rabb1a deduced from thia Terae the idea ot 

"ltidduah ha.ah-•. The7 aaid: •0oc1 seeks the piraued. Abel waa 

pursued bJ' Cain and God turned to Abel ••• Abraham was pursued 

b7 Nimrod and God choae Abrahul ••• :tarael 1s pursued bJ' the 

nations and God selected Iarael a.a Bia chosen people ••• so 
1D the cue of t heae an1ma1s who are pursued bJ' the l 1on 

and the tiger, God baa choaen the pursued animal.a to be brought 

aa eacr1tloe to ma. Be spreads hi• protecting wings over 

the weak 1n order to a&Te the• tram the handa ot their pur-
.1'. suers. Juat u 1n the cue ~ the•• weak ansmala it waa t}lez, 

1aolat1on tor aacr1t1al purposes which protected them trClll 

destruction and preserved t lwir kind, ao 1D the case ot Iarael, 

by virttte of "Kiddueh haabea", and a long martyrdom tor the 

aake of the nation he baa achieTed eternal lite. But the import­

ance of "Kidduah baahea" is not to die tor the people's sanc­

tltiee, 1t la to live by them, and to preserve them. It 

1• the duty ot the woman to dedicate her home to God and Torah. 

It la the duty ot Iarael to make lta synagogue a •liol.7 o~ 

holiea•, ao aa to endow all our people with a spirit ot 

holiness. OUr unwillingness to return to Zion la a protan-
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ation ot God1a name. ou.r highest duty to the ideal ot 

"Kidduah baahea• 1a to work tor the return to Zion and 

become again the people ot God. U' we 1'\Jl.rlll the ideal 

ot "Kidduah hub.ea• b7 living it, we will not have to sane-. 
tity God'• name through death onl.7; Let ua live 1n aanct1t7 

and be a holJ' people and the nae •hol7 cme• will not h&Ye 
25 

to be engraved upon our tombs. 

Nissenbaum empahaisea with poetic fervor the Jewish 

concept ot lit• in contradistinction to that of the other 

nations. Ve'r'J cleverl7 he interprets the verse contained 

1n the last blessing ot Koaee before hi• death: •And Iarael 
.... 

dwelletb aatet7, the tounta1n ot :tacob alone, 1n a land ot 
, 26 

corn and w1ne; .,.a, Hie heaTena drop down d••" Thia he sqa 

contains a great bleaa1ng 1t it is given the proper 1nter• 
t preation. The word •alone• :must not be interpreted to 

mean that the isolation ot Iarael 1n his land la the result 

ot the hatred ot the other nations who isolate Israel bJ" 

force. Bot at &l..11 Iarael 11Tea 1n his own land enjo71Dg 

a lite ot peace. But he 11vea alone because he has the 

instead 0£ fountain) Be baa a different concept ot lite 

and the world. In that sense he la alone. That ooncept 

combines the love ot simple living and high moral 1dealiaa. 

Bia desire 1• •in a land ot com and wme•, to work on his 

soil and live 1n peace, but his e7ea are raised heavenward, 

•H1a h~avena drop down dew"• In his first desire he is like 

all other peoples but it is the second thatdlatinquishea /.:.. 

trom all others. Ria moral and spiritual ccmcepts are e nt1rel7 
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nesa ot other peoples are not hia, but, •drop down, 79 heavena, 

t'rom above, and let the akiea pour down r1ghteouaneaa. Let 

the earth open that the7 ma7 bring torth •a1aTat1on~ and 

lether cauae righteouaneaa to apring up together.• 1'h1a 

1• the dn that the akiea ot Iarael pov down making ua a 

distinct people. It 1a the high concepts ot' our Torah 

bJ' which we l1Ted 1n Bxlle, through which we •111 be redeemed 
28 

and restored to Zion. 

X.t; ua notice how a1mple and direct he 1• 1n hi• exe­

gea1a. COJ1ment1ng on the Rabbinic Terae: •Good waa the w1a­

dca ot' lloaea that he cauaed the Torah to be 1nh8r1ted b7 
m 

Iarae1.• Bia wiadom waa good 1n that he left the Tor~ as 

a heritage to !arael, bringing a great good to all the world. 

All our 1'4.ae men ahould learn t'rom Ilia not to 1aolate themselves 

1n t~eir own home and reliah 1n their own learning to win 

prisea and titles. Jacob too mu.st awaken •rrom hi• sleep•, 

recognize his place m d time and call out: "Surel7 God ia 
30 

1n this place and I knew it no~." They must use the wisdom 

that ~hey acquired tor the good ot' the people, to open ita 

eyes, to develope 1ta mind, to strengthen its spirit, to 

broaden its acope ot vision. OUr people want to learn and 

develope. Their spirit baa not congealed because ot the 

coldneaa ot the .b:xue. our soil is well prepJtNd. Good and 

healthy aeeda have been planted 1n 1t, and 11" the bleast'ul 

rain will be poured over it, it will bring forth good fruit. 
31 

Thia 1a the national duty ot our leaders. 
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Be sometimes otters humoroua 1nterpretationa. He aasurea 

the Orthodox element a 1n JflTlr1, •ho are oppaed to Zionism 

because the youth ot Palestine are 1rrel1g1oue, that the J'OUDS 

radioals •111 not destroy Palestine, but reat assured aays he: 

!rd, r" r~l)/)Ji/ 101?i'1' • The,. •ill not rema1n 3~ the 

land. The l.and al•&J'S spews out those who detile it. 

In 1903 when his first book 

Nissenbaum waa attacked in the "Haahil.oah" bJ' Iaaac Green­

baum the well-kown Zionist leader criticizing h1m severel.7 

tor his extensive uae ot Biblical and Talmudic passages 1n 

his discussion ot modern problems, which have no bearing upon 
s:s 

modern llle. 4 e waa probably or1tic1zed on the same score . 
by the 7oung ~1on1ata of that clay tor in hia introduction 

to his book J.111/lrb. ..A-'i•·~ he pleada with the modem generation 

not to underestimate the importance of the wisdom ot the past. 

He asks them to read hia sermons and when they come across 

the words ot the prophets and sages they should not be startled, 

but they should study their words deeply and they •ill find 

in them lotty and "modern• ideals, much more ao than what 

they f'1nd in the worda ot the modern "prophets• whose idle 

talk even is considered by our young people as a system 

of thought. He hopes that his sermons will open the eyes 

of the J'Ounger generation, especially the Zionists and nation• 

&lists among them to see "the new worda• which they are 

accustomed to hear and read 1n their own day, coming out of 

the mouths ot the prophets and sages that lived a few thousand 

years ago. Thus will our nationalist youth realize that the 

national Judaism which they advocate is really and truly 
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our historical Judaism. And the religious 7outh will realize 

that the historical Judaism which they advocate is nothing 

else but our national Judaism which has always been the eternal 

~· Judaism ot our people. 
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III 

What ia national Judaism? While the tera itself 111 

new 1nour literature. it is an old concept both 1n Jewish 
35 

literature and in Jewish 11t'e. Historical Judaism 1s com-

posed ot two elements: religion and nat1ona11sm. GoA and 
36 

the nation. The7 are ao 11trongl7 attached to each other 

that it 1s impossible to find the line that divides them. 

There are some things that appear to ua to be of a rel1g-

1oua character ODl.7, that their purpose is onl.7 the r1ne 

relationship between man and God• but upon closer scrut1n7 

we detect their national e aaence • directed toward the strength• 

ening or the ties between the individual man and his nation. 

The Torah looks upon the deeds of every 1nd1v1dual. through 

the e,-ea or t he nation since the deeds or eve17 1ndi vidual 
S7 

leave a good or bad effect upon the entire nation. The 

Jewish religion aa it expresses itself' 1n our written and 

oral tradition 1• national 1n i~a essence. In 1ta center s 

stands the Jewish nation with its social.• moral, and political 

needs. The well--eing or the nation is 1te noblest aepira-
38 

tion. When religion is separated .trom nationa11sm, it 

loses its interest 1n the needa or the people and tult111• 

its duties to ~en onl.7. Thia paves the wa7 ror assimi­

lation. Religion does not emphasize the Hebrew language, 

and culture, and even tolerates intermarriage, thereb7 en• 

dangering the existence oC the nation and paves the wa7 ror 

its own destruction. In Jewish ~tol"J this ia part1cu1ar-
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lJ true ot the time preoeeding the bu1.ld.1ng ot the second 

1'emple and during the "reek period. It waa lzra and Rehemiah 

1n their da7 and the llaamoneana 1n their daJ who b7 reator-

1ng the nat1ona1 foundation ot Judaiam, helped 4sb8 religion 

regain ita strength, restored the rel1g1oua - national balance 
39 

ot J .. 1ah lite, and assured the unit7 ot the nation. 

Juat aa the J .. iah religion atanda out aa unique among 

~ng all the religions ot the world, ao 1a Jewish national• 

1ma d1at1nqu1ahed troa all othera. It 1a a t~• ot nat1onal.1sa 

whose strength 11ea not 1n the aword, but 1D the ou1ture and 

the pedigree ot the nation. It liea 1n our 1Dnate charaoter-

1atics that d1at1nqu1ah u troa all other nationa. That 

baa1o ditterence can be detected 1n our culture troa its 
caA<.. 

earl7 beginning• to this ver-r da7. We ... 4t.tterent troa. 

a1l other peoples 1n our concept ot lite, God, the world, 

hmMnit7, and also 1n our apeeoh and 1n our W&'J ot lite. 

We have inherited all those troa. our earl7 ancestors. 

It la these innate qualities racial 1n character that have 

become a part ot our lite and blood, that have preserved 

the Jewish nation tram the deteriorating 1ntluences ot tor-
40 

eign environments. It ia our race, it 1a our "Z•chut 

Abot" (merit ot our tathera), our tine pedigree, and aJ.l the 

innate characteriaitica that •• have inherited trom our ancestors 

that have made ua an eternal. people. It is these moral 
41 

characteriaitics that made us -tit to receive the Torah. 

Tbs Torah not only fitted 1n with the instinctive spiritual 

qualities ot our people but also c0111tributed to the rurther 

development ot these qual.1tiea. Providence alao provided 
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Iarael with a land that not onl7 harmonised w1 th the charac­

ter ot the people but 1n turn also provided the opportun1t7 

ror that character to develo1>9 1n accordance with ita own 

nature. 'l'hua we aee that Israel atanda 1n the center ot our 

world and the Torah mid Palestine are the two pll1ara upon 
42 

which tha existence and cleTelopmnt ot l•nael depend.a. 

In our daJ' thia 1.nnate character ot ~arael that om be 
• 

traced back to the Patriarch.a has not perished• but ainoe 

the beginning ot the Jxue • we have rallm under the int'lu­

cice ot •tmm.se en..-1ramaenta that both hindered the nol'm&l. 

growth ot the Jniah spirit and alao mervated the character 

ot the people. A• a reeu1t ot thia •p1r1tual weakening 

Israel baa begun to complain ot the ioke ot the 'iorah, tor the 

character ot Iarael can no longer aeaaure up to ita h18h 

principle a. And the longer the ~ue. the aore 1• larael 

estranged rrom the aplirit ot tbe Torah, the 110re dbea it 

dev1ate t'rom the normal course or ita natura1 developunt. 
~ 

Israel teela that the llxlle baa driven a wedge into ita eou1, 

and U the .ul.• will continue, the Jewish nation w111 perish. 

The onl7 wa7 to save Israel 1a to bring again back to lire 

these 1.nat1nctive creat1Te qualities or the Jewiah people 

and to regain the opportunit., tor normal Jniah development. 

Having accomplished this, the breach between Israel and •en-ah 
'· 

will be mended, and we will again rind 1n the Torah the rules 

ot lire that will harmonise with our character, and in turn 

the Torah will at1mulate our natural development until we 

reaoh the veey senith ot srowth that it baa marked out tor 

ua, and 1n which direction its laws and co111DADdment11 are 



leading ua. and that 1a. prophec7. 

Thia solution to the problem demands that our people 

should l•ave ita foreign environment and settle 1n the land 

ot its toretathera - a land well adapted to the inl:Jerent 

character and the noraal development ot Israel. Paleat1n• 

Dll8t aep.1n become the land of J.arael. tor onl7 there can the . 
Jewish people live and develope 1n canacmanoe with 1ta in·· 

~ 
herent nature. 

Thia is historical J .. ish nationalism. It ia the 1Dnate 

teeling implanted 1n our heart• that we belong to a nation• 

great 1n spirit and rich 1n culture. The object ot the lawa 

ot the Torah, l1ke the purpose ot eve17 Jn• is the welfare• 
oL 

development and aurvivk ot the nation. llllt ional1am is therefore 

" Judaism 1n all ita raitioationa. It 1noludea the atu~ 

ot Torah and the obaervanoe ot ita rel13ioua coJ1111&Dd:menta1 

the study ot the hebrn language and Jn1sh culture. the restor­

ation to Zion• and the building of illatltutlona tort he pro­

motion ot the spiritual and material needs ot the people. 

But it la the spirit ot the nation that muat hover over &11 

these taaka. They must &11 be dominated bJ' one ideal and that 

ia• the spiritual. materia1, intellectual and moral develop.. 
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ment ot the nation and 1ta survival. 

The Torah ia the heart ot Iarael. Without the :A:orah, 
46 

Israel cannot survive. It unites all the children of 

Iarael together into one nation. The strength of the '..Corah 

lies 1n its constant development. It neYer remained static. 

It underwent d1Jlam1o, constant change, yet ita essential 

character haa .remained. It is comparable to a plant that grow• 
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out ~ its roots. Eve1"7 age gave its own 1nterpreat1on 

to the principles ot the Torah. It wa.e this b-eedo:m ot inter• 

pretative thought making tor spiritual growth that preserved •7 
the soul ot our people tram beocw'ng dr7 and barren. 

The lorah or 1arael 1s a Torah ot lite. It doea not 

demand ot 1ta bearers the subjugation ot the bodJ' tor the 

purpose ot the uplittment ot the soul, neither does lt pro-

vide tor the deTelopment ot the bodJ" at the expense ot the soul. 

It established an equilibrium between the material and the 

spiritual. allow1Dg eaoh cm• to develo" 1n 1te own fashion. 

Both the material and the spiritual desires ot man demand 

aat1atact1on. The Worah, therefore, makes fair prov1a1an 
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tor both. (cuzari) 

The purpose ot the Torah ia the aurv1Tll ot the Jewish 

nation that auata1na the moral law ot "'o4 and tul.1'1lla it 

bJ' ita deed.a. All the 1noidenta and the OODllandmmta ot 

the Torah are directed toward that purpose and 1n them 1a 

retlected the image ot the 8 Shek1nah•, the aoul ot the 

Jewish nat1cm.. The Torah, God and Israel are thua unitect 
•9 

into one. It is thia wi1t7 which made Iarael eternal. 

The Torah 1a the mirror 1n which we tind the reflection 

ot Goo.. Ev•l"7 ~ looking into that mirror aeea OnlJ' that which 

he la qualified to aee. Ev•l"7 generation aeea God, hears 
/.;., 

hia voice echoing through the Torah 1n acoorclanoe with i.. 
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own inner v1a1on and 1ntell1genoe. Israel's taith 1n God 

ia not baaed on a deduotiT• philosophical reasoning, but 

on its own h1ator1oal tradition which points to the presence 



ot a hSgber being who baa eTer,thing 1n hie poaeess1on. and who 

watch.ea onr all men,but eapecial.17 ao does he watch oTer 

Bia people Jarul. The detailed lmpwledg• ot this trad1t1on 

•111 g1Te ua the w1adom to comprehend the ••J'S 1n which 

God guides Ria world• and how he actualises Illa •111 in 

the midst ot Israel. God performs Hie will through His 

aessengera. Bia •111 1a performed through the deed.a ot men 

even though they are endowed with 1'ree •111. lie reYeale Bia-

""' aelt not in the diarupticm ot the laea ot nature. but through 

the natural order ot thing• and through man• a management ot 

the world. BverJth1Dg 1• dcme b7 God. BTer'J' deed pertoraed 

tor the good ot Iarael. eT41D 1t it does not accampl1ah the 
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desired result 1mlled1atel7• 1a dcme through God•a providence. 

Faith 1n God ad the acceptance ot Torah were or1g1n&ll7 

baaed cm tear beoauae they were toroed upon the people. Hun­

dreds ot 7eara paaaed in whioh the prophets gardual.17 ba­

planted the true understanding ot God 1n the hearta ot the 

people - an understanding og God baaed on loTe not on tear. 

The people now aaw God not in •thunder and lightening• 

but 1n the "•till small -.o1oe•. Thua did the Torah a trike 

root 1n the hearts ot the people and also won over the 
52 

hearts ot man7 nations. 

Man muat humble h.1lll8elt before God. While he baa bar-

neased the torcea ot nature tor his own uae, he stands 1n 

he!pleas bewilderment in the preaenoe ot the 11te-J17ater1om• 

unknown,baftl1ng his intelligence. In the presence ot thia 

DIJster,., man must need break his pride and haughtiness 
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and acknowledge the •1stenc• or a great power that dmn1nates 

onr h1a and hia lUe. cm the other hand, man mu.at not 

cease being becauae ot the superior power ot God. God 

created the world 1mperteotl7 ao that man aight correct the 

tlawa ~ creation, and feel himaelt as co-creator ~?p»r file. , """",:. ~e-.,,,. 

know hia worth, and guard •the Siiage or God• 1n him. 

It 1• the dut7 ot man to correct the detects 1n creatian 

and to lead the world forward to per.tect clnelopaent. But 

1n 1Jlprov1ng the world, man must begin b7 improving himaelt 

first, before he beglna to improve others. Let him correct 

h.1llaelt, his children, let h.1a ho• become the aJJBbol ot &11 

the re.tonaa that he demanda ot others. laving accomplished ,, 
that, he can begin to work tor the reform ot the entire com­

mmit7. He mu.at atudy the na~e ot the world, atud7 its 

moral 1mpertect1ons and tl"J to improve them u suoh as he 
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poss1bl7 can. But before he can do that, he must posaesa 

the essential moral seed which tn JMm have. Mm miat appre­

ciate the value of man, the image of God 1n h1mlt He mu.at 

value h1ghl.7 the 11.te ot mm. But even more than that he 

must be read7 to give up his 11.te tor the 1deala which muat 

become dearer to h1lll than his CJll'D lUe, tor the 1mprov9JJ1911t 
54 

ot the world. '.Lbia is the mora1 duty ot Jl&lle 

Morality 111 the eaaence ot Torah. It propounds the streng­

thening ot the spiritual lU• 1n the preaent, and high ideals 

tort be distant future, te the end of da7a. This is not 

"the morality ot t he Exile• which says that Juda18m despises 

the joys ot the world becauae we cannot attain them.. The 

earthly foundation tram under our f'eet has been removed, 
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that is why we look heavenward. This is not true. OUr 

mprals flow trom our knowledge ot 111'e aa it ia 1n reality. 

OUr, Torah, a Torah of 11.te knows the •wa7 of lU'e• to be 

"1natruct1ve admon1t1on"~.,·,p-oJ.J Mfr ,.1.,/01 ,,~ J>.,4/c f"n rk 

And 1n order to all.eviate man•2 pain comes our Torah with 

ita spiritual meaaage and stirs 1n the hearts of our people 

visions and aspirations which lJahten their burdens, relieve 

their pain, and endear their lite. Throughout our exile 
~ 

theae ideal.a have been a lite giving element -* our people. 

Thia "Jo7 ot the tuture• 11tt9d our people out ot the mire 
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ot the exile and encourage~ him to live. 

The Torah alao contains mora1 laws whose purpose it 1a 

to build our social 11.te on the basis of justice and equal-

1t7 ( 

God. ill mm rich or poor, strangers or c1t1zena are equal. 

One law tor all men. There oan theref'ore be no masters and 

slaves. no dominance and subjection, no pride and hum.11iat1on. 

All men are equal 1n rights ot citizenship. 1n individual 
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freedom and freedom of conscience. 

Having been accepted b7 all mankind• we thought that 

the Torah and its noble moral ideals would capture the hearts 

of all men, but now we see that the advancement of these ... 
ideals have been checked. While sciences have been making 

great strides forward, expanding everywhere. morality atande 

1n its tracka. And when it does advance its progress is 

so 1mpercept1bleit-hat its existence ma7 be questioned. The 
i. 

reason tor it may be found 1n the .fact that people that has 

always been the advocate of moral 1dea,l.1sm has itself ceased 
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to live by its own ideals. It baa forgotten the words of 

ita prophets. Neither does it have the courage and strength 

to go forward. C&rl71.Jl8 ita Torah and ita ethics into the 

outside world and become again "alight unto the nation••, 
57 

thereby enr1ehizl8 the moral canv1etions ot mankind. Moral 

progreaa will comeft;hrough the ettorts ot men who •ill make 

that cause their deepest devotion. who w111 first implant 

the mora1 aeed 1n their own heart, and then into the hearta 

of all men. But since moral development ia dependent upon 

the ef'i'orts of men, who are often aubJect to error and who 

are frequently hindered in their work, it makes small, often 
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imperceptible strides, but gradually it does advance. 

There 1a much truth in the idea that moralit7 1n itael1' 

has not developed into hjgher torm.s. There still exists 

that original. line d1T1d1.Jl8 love and hate, but because of 

the constant aoeial readjust:J)lenta of 1ociet7 that line haa 

been shifted. Rnmanity ia atill divided into we-groups and 

they-groupa. EYery-one that belongs to ua 1a to be loved and 

maintained, every stranger muat be hated. In the beginning, 

when c1v111zat1on was at its lowest, mankind was didvided 

into famil7 units • Anyone who did not belong to the f am117 
t• 

was an ene1117 to be fought. Af' .. rwarda new adjustments took 

place and new social regulative organizations evolved, 

first the tribe and now the nation. Anyane who belongs to 

a different nation ts hated as a foreigner. So we aee that 

the line which divides love t'rom hate has been extended out-

ward to include wider spheres and groups of men. In modern 

times, along aide national and racial conf'lict there is also 
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olaaa-conflict, with the antagon1am between capital and 

labor grow1ng da7 b7 day. And we who are •toreignera• among 

al1 peoplea, are very much aware of their deep hatred. toward. 
~ 

WI, even though we as a people can hardly be di4t.ded into 

d1at1nct claaaes aa other peoples can. The number ot our 

laboring claaa ia extremel7 amall, and the capitaliats •mcmg 

us are verJ tew 1n number. But even though the clue struggle 

plays no role 1n the inner lit• ot our people these two 

powerrul claasea arouse hatred 1n the hearts ot their tollowera 

againat our people. The poor workingman who is arouaed by 

the proletariat to tight •capital•, wages war alao on ua, 

because he looks upon ua as thoae who disturb the normal 

order ot things. Thia , un1'ortunatel7, is the kind or moral 

progress we are making 1n our clay. But, nevertheless, 

morality ia advancing. And •bile 1ta development cannot 

be characterized aa creative ot new moral values, nevertheless, 

it does make headwa7, and 18 spreading throughout the world, 

thanks to the teachings ot our Torah and prophets that are 

• penetrating e~erJWhere and 1.n!'lueno1ng eve• greater numbers 
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or men. 

The 9K1tzvot• represent the practical expression of the 

moral law. Their purpose ia to preserve the unity ot Israel 

trom disruption. They are to be observed in equal fashion 

by all Jews. Theorretically J .. s have been allowed to disa­

gree with traditional authority, but in. the matter or practice 

the laws of Judaism areequally binding upon all Jews. The 

unity ot the nation is sacred. A transgression might end.an• 

ger that unit7. The "Mitzvot" are the spar~or one soul, 



the aou1 of the Torah. the unity ot the nation. When one 
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apar• 1a ut1nqu1ahed the entire aou1 · is impaired. 

There are those who aay that the observance of the •nt­
zvot • alone is surf1c1ent 1n a program tor Jewish surv1va1, 

and there is no need to try an7 other JD.eana. Our preserva­

tion depends on the practice of the coma.andments that empha­

size our rel1g1oua uniqueness. There are alao thoae who 

believe that the unit7 ot Iarael oan be preserved without 

rel1g1oua m.eana. Their solution 1a national1a. The former 

are the rel1gioua asa1m1lationista, the latter are the nation­

aliat1c aas1mllationiat1. There 1a a third tJPe, and that 

ia the asaimllationlat wbo rema1na completely passive to an7 

program. of Jewiah aurTival. It 1a thi.a tne of aasimllation 

that ia tar aore dangerous than the others. It baa robbed 

us of our spiritual strength and destro7ed our national d1g­

n1t7. 

The basis of opposition to Torah or nationalism ma1 

be tound in the or&Ting of the rich to puraU8 a hedonistic 

philosophy ot 11f e. The Torah the1 clailll stands as an ob­

stacle in their wa7. The7 therefore make of it a b6tt for 

derision and throw off its 7oke. There are alao thoae •ho 

are opposed to Torah on the ground that it makes for Jewish 

isolation. Tbe7 aa7 that the great 1deas and ideals of Jud­

aism have al.r•ad7 been accepted by all mankind and therefore 

there is no longer an7 need to preserve Judaism. 'l'he answer 

to all these fora1 and phlloaophiea of Judaism is that 
.... 

· Judaism baa a h8l tory thousands of 7eara old which supplies 

us with an answer to all these problems. These ideas have 
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alread7 been tried out 1n h1ato17. Hiatoricall7 speaking, 
.:_.L:.I, ~ 

theae rorma or 0ppoa1t1on &rise dUl'ing a per10dAahede ol.4 

rorma and takes on nn anes, or more correctl7 when these 

new torma become more and more prom1nat. In JIOat oaaes 

aaa1.a1l.at1on beg1na with the growing 1nd11'rerenoe to the Torah 

and the nation and enda wdth the complete absorption 1n 

the culture ot' the land b)" those who advocate it. Those who 

t'oraook the Torah (rollowera ot Messianic moveJUnta) alao let't 

their people and were absorbed b7 their neighbors, but those 
~ 

who held an to the Torah r .... 1ned in the nation. Their 

opposition brought n .. 111'• into Judaism and the nation, 

and enriched ~ur spiritual heritage. OUr hiatoey teaches 

ua another leaaan. Thoae who remained attached to their nation 

even though the,- were opposed to man,- principles in the Tor-

ah remained within their group, such aa the ~aduceea and other 

aecta. But those who left the nation, like the Karaitea 

have been oompletel7 loat to Jewish lit'e. The survival. ot 

the Jewish nation depend.a upon the preservation or the Torah, 

our Mitzvot, and all our spiritual poaseasiona. He who 

wants to live a wholesome 11.t'e muat return to his people and 
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hi• Torah and muat work ror the revival or the Jewish nation. 

The aJ1lagogue has alwqa been the center of Torah. 

It t'ul.1'1l.led the function of the Temple in Jerusalem. It 

••• the spiritual center or the Jew t'or pra7er, atud,- ot' 

Torah, and cOlllllUDal and national needa. It waa a tomita1n 

that poured rorth sacred sentiments - both religious and 

national., and high J10ral ideals. In that aanctU&l7 did th8 

Jew pour out h1a deep gratitude to God on happy occasions, 



from it he drew divine consolation on a day ot advera1t7. 

The •Jllagogue united within itael1' all the members ot the cc:m­

gregat1on 1.nto one nation •1th one common tate 1D the present 

and one hope tor the future. Its 1n!'luence waa not telt 

onl7 within its tour walls but penetrated into e-re17 .Tn1ah 

home. The aentiaenta arouaed 1n the sJDagogue tound their 

wa7 1.nto eve17 1Dd1v14ual home. and endowed it with its hol7 

spirit. The atrength ot the •JD&gogue conaiated ti.rat ot 

all 1D 1ta pra7er. Th9 pra19ra were recited 1n public 1n the 

Hebrew language with enthwlia••• eye17one knowing that these 

prqers were recited 'bJ' all members ot the nation 1D all times 

and places. ill this lifted the Jewish aoul• brought it out 

ot its isolation and tied it up with the historical soul ot 

the nation. The sJD,agogue also 1.ni'luenced our people with 

~he reading ot the Torah and the sermon. ·The sermon espec• 

iall7 spread the knowledge ot the Torah among the people. 

It aroused teelings ot love and honor tor the nation and 

paid particular attention to the 7ounger generation to unite 

it with the nation and its sanctities. And th1.rdl7, the S'Jl'l• 

agogue was the national center ot the people. In it the people 

gathered to pour out the 1r complaints 1n word.a ot prayer 

to God 1D a day of evil, and also to devise method.a ot de­

tense. The aJDagogue was t he tortitication that 4etended 

and preserved Iarael tbrpughout the Exue. 
When the sJDagogue waa under the influence ot the Torah 

it flourished, now when the 1'orah baa lost its hold upon 

the people, the sJD&gogue baa lost ita former strength and 

1nt1uence. The people no longer come to pray, and those •ho 



do, pra1 without feeling. orthodoxy baa el1Jll1nated the ser­

mon aa a sltn ot Betorm, and the aermona in the "etorm 

temples do more harm than good. The &JD.88ogue la no longer 

the rall7J.ng point ot all Jews in ti.ea ot trial and a~­

ter1ng. OUr liberal. J .. a wanting to restore to the S,nagogue 

1ta power to attract the people, built beautitUl temples. 

But that didn't improve the condition, tor the spirit ot 

God baa let't •the tents ot Jacob" and the hearts ot men. 

And now we remain without a apiritual center around which 

to concentrate a11 the f'orcea ot Jewish lUe. We must there­

fore revive the eld synagogue and thereb7 preserve the nat­

ional ap1rit of our people. It is the Hebrew language ot 

the prayers that developea a feeling ot kinship between al.l 

Jews the world over. We must therefore remove all foreign 

languages from the SJJl&gogue and make Bebrw its dominant 

language, ao that an7 Jew going to mother oountr,. will find 

in the SJJl&gogue a Hebrew ataosphere. It •ill make him 

feel at home with hie own people. It •111 make h1m feel that 

be be.longs to one nation though scattered all over the world, 

79t one in spirit and culture. Espec1al.17 can this be accom­

plished 1t our preachers will preach 1n Hebrew as trequentl7 

aa possible. It will make oue people feel that Hebrew ia 

our national language and muat therefore be the language of 

the synagogue, and that the language ot the land is f'or ua 

onl7 local and tem.porar,.. The l::iebrew sermon will impel our 

people to atud7 the Hebrew language, ao that in the future 

the Hebrew sermon will become permanent 1n the synagogue 

and all our people will understand it. We mu.at also 1nat1• 



tute rulea ot proper deportment in the s111agogue, look dter 

1ta cleanliness and beaut1.r1cation, so that it will also make 

a nice impression externall.J'. We muat also aelect a wort~ 

Cantor who with hie Hebrew melodies and pleasant enunciation 

will bestow a spirit ot holiness upon our pra79rs and wor­

shippers. Th• read.1Dg trom the Torah and the sermon wUl 

spread the knowledge ot the Torah among our people. 'l'hua 

the sJ1188ogue will become again the spiritual center ot our 

people. Such a living tunctioning apagogue, will make ua 
62 

again a living t'Unctioning nation. 

The 1anguage ot the Torah is Jiebrew. Israel appeared 

on the stage ot history with the Hebrew tongue on its mouth. 

Throughout our history the Hebrew language and Torah became 

strongl7 attached to one another. They both became insep­

arable. Atter the tirat uile .Aruaa1o began to replace Hebrew. 

The lcribea realizing that the neglect of the Hebrew language 
.... 

constituted a danger to the 1Dl1ty ot the nation, t1%ed eight-

een benediction• to be recited b7 all in public. Their greatest 

h6pe however lay in the dittusion ot the knowledge of the 

Torah written in ~brew. The study ot the Torah was made 

obligatory. They did not allow its tran1lation into another 

language, because they .teared 1t would push aside the ori- · 

g1nal Hebrew and the Hebrew tongue would therefore be for­

gotten. The victory ot the uaamoneans brought into Palestine 

a great stream ot 1nnn1grants from AssJr1a and bab7lonia who 

spoke only Aramaic, which again began to dominate the lite 

ot the people. The Phartaees were busy with religious matters 

only. It mattered not to them 1n what language the people 



studied their religion aa long as they knew 1t and observed 

its coJ11Dandm.enta. With the beginning of Chr1at1an1ty the 

lead.era began to realize the great danger that awaited the 

survival of the nation and 1ta Torah. because of the omlasion 

ot the Hebrew language. They made the study ot ~ebrew obli-

gatory upon the children. r 1. A r lb I e 
li~li !Jilt 1/d ~i1'~ t•r /.rt ,,.'1111 "'IA '1,1u '? .,~~ 'IV.A l'.lui• 3 

{?j>1 nf>O) /,~/f' /~.:) Jr ;f/r) t~r· /Cf' /d '>IA~JI jt>t/ a'/JI 

1' After the destruction of the emple. and with the beg1nn1ng 

ot the dispera1on,the leaders again felt that that the laok 

of the knowledge of hebrew endangered the unity of the nation. 

They therefore made the sJnagogue aa the sanctuary ot the 

Hebrew nation. They felt 1net1nct1vely that the life of 

the nation was interwoven with ita national language. From 

then on the synagogue became the sole refuge tor the .Hebrew 

language. The people prayed in 1t, atud.1ed in it. The 

Hebrew language became the language o~ acholarahip throughout 

the Diaspora throug~ the centuries. It dominated all our 

ap1r1tual treasures. It united all the Jews of a1l ages 

and lands into one people. 

During the tew hundreds year before the French Revol­

ution the numerpus expu1s1ons and oppressions crushed the spir­

itual life ot our people. The language was again forgotten. 

In the modern day there arose the movement of the Science 

of Judaism whose purpose it was to revive the past of our 

nation. It it would have used the .tlebrew language it would 
.. 

have again revived the fibres or our apirtual unity. But it 

used foreign languages 1n its studies thereby divicllllg more 

than ever before the dispersed sections of our people. In 



place of one lieb raic Judaism it brought us many Judaisma: 
IJ a erman, French, English, etc. They paid no attention to 

that Judaism that lived 1n the past, to that un1t'y1ng Hebraic 

Judaism that 1a destined to arise again only in its original 

language and torm. Thia neglect ot the Hebrew language baa 

88a1n broken up the spiritual unity ot the nation, Jews ot 

dif terent lands no longer know each other because they cannot 

understand one another. The entire nation is scattered 

peyaioall7, divided ap1rtuall7, without any tie to keep it 

together. But again we have found a rescue. The rebirth 

ot the nation 1n !aleatine has brought with it the revival 

ot the Hebrew language. The national restoration becomes 

meaningless without the revival of the language. 

The purpose ot the rebirth ot the language is to create 

again one Hebraic Judaism, one language tor al.l the th1nkera 
°*'-creaters of the nation, one great spiritual bond for all the 

scattered sons ot Iaaael. To accomplish that purpose we must 

learn to study and talk 1n ilebrew. It must become the lang• 

uage of our achoola. But to study it only as a language, 

as one studies other foreign languages is not enough. We 

must study it as the language of our nation. We must link 

it up with our Torah, \Without the knowledge of the prophets 
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ill the original, the Hebrew language will not be revived. 

The Tllrah is inextricabl7 interwoven with Palestine. 

The Torah 1n order to be imbibed by the people, 1n order for 

it to become a guide tor the people, needed a land that would 

be fitted to the spirit ot the Torah. ~hus God chose Palestine. 
1' 

In it were formed the original character4.at1ca of the patriarchs. 
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In it these characteristics continued to develop• and flour­

ish giving rise to prophets and sages who disseminated the 

knowledge of the Torah among the people. In 1t developed those 

prophetic qua11t1ea that abaped Iarael•a dest1n7 as the 
.., 

chosen people. In it llebrn prophecy waa born. .Even ~ter 

the destruction ot the Temple tor over a tew b1ll\Cred 7eara 

Paleat1ne continued to be the center of the Torah• the great 
.l. 

religious center ot the nation. Throughout the .t;xlle the band 
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between i.rael and Z1an waa never broken, but the sut.ter1ng 
+:.c.t 

and the pain o.t Bxlle oru.ahed our H•I' ?••growth, our nat• 
. 65 

1onal d1gnit7, and our .taith 1n national redemption. There 

are aome who believe that the modern Zionist movement was 

born as a result ot persecution and thrives only because ot 

persecution, and as soon as Jewish suttering w111 end, Zion­

ism wil.l end with it. But oppression ia nothing new 1n 

Jew4.th history. Why ia it that Zionisn bas not come to lU"e 

until now? Zionism la not the result ot persecution. Quite 

the contrary, - it 1a the result ot Jewish emancipation. 

It was during the tew short years ot t~eedom that Zionism 

was born. It came into being in a period when nationalism 

and the ideal.a ot freedom spread 1n the world, and aroused 

1n the hearts o.t our people a desire for freedom and ae~­

determination and thus did the Zionist movement come into 

being. The more our people will benefit t"rom the rights and 

privileges o.t equal c1t1zenahip granted to them by all the 

countries 1n which they dwell, remaining at the same time 

true to their own people and :.i:orah. the more •111 they real­

ize the necessity tor the rehabilitation ot their land and 
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their peop1e. 
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Palestine 1s to the Jewailh people what a home 1s to an 

individual. The individual who possesses his own home 

is tree to pursue his own incl.1nations. He does everything 

in his home as he sees tit. The same is true ot the nation 

that J.ives 1n lts own land 1n accordance with its own spirit. 

Israel living as a stranger 1n foreign land.a does not have 

the freedom and opportunit7 to live according to its own 

will and nature. In palest1ne the Jewish people will be able 

to live, a.a it did betore the destruction ot its state, 1n 

that spirit which is true to its nature and abllit7. It is 

there that the Jewish people •111 again be able to live a 

wholesome well-rounded out lite in both its material and 
67 

spiritual aspects. In the rebuilding ot Palestine, the 

solution to the economio, cultural, spiritual an.d political 
68 

problem ot the Jn• •ill have to be found. 

Every people that lives 1n its land determines and devises 

its own economic structure. Every citizen in quest ot a 

livelihood pursues his own particular task whether it be as 

a farmer or laborer, a professional or business man, or gov­

ernment emplo7ee. ~ overpopu1ation results in the narrowing 

ot opportunity the citizens go to other land.a to seek their 

t o•rtunea there, and their own state def'enda their rights 

no matter where they may live. Thia was the nature of our 

11.fe before the destruction of our state·. In the Exile, 

however, our economic make-up haa become completely dislocated. 

We have become a preponderantly artisan and Dliddle-clasa 

pfNple. But now due to the swift technological. development 
'C 

the ~isans among us find it more and more difficult to eke 



out a 11Tel1hood. The amall bua1nesa man ia a1ao being pushed 

out b7 nb1g business• that oontrola the wealth ot the nation. 

The result ot all these man1testat1ona •111 be that our people 

will soon tace the danger ot economic strangulation. 

The onl7 ••• to escape such a t'ate is to leave the 

Exile and reestablish our own land whi&h has all the quali­

ties and tac1l1tes neceaa&.ry' tor the establishment of the 
69 

J .. ish state. First ot all we muat redeem the aoll ot 

Palestine ~om toreign owners as well aa foreign laborer•• 

Thia step is tmldamental. to the building ot nationhood. 

We mu.st purch.ue the soil t'rom the hand.a ot its ownera. 

For that we will need vast amounts ot mone7. But money alone 

is not enough. We mnst also insist that the labor on that 

aoil should be done onl7 b7 Jews. J .. ish money alone •ill 

not attract our people to Palestine, but Jewish labor will 

attract the Jewish laboring class to come to Palestine, 

and ever7 village and cit7 that they will build, will tend 

to increase the Jewicsh 11111111gration into the land. We will 

possess that soil onl7 b7 laboring upon it, by building 
70 

upon it. We must make all of that land, its trade and com-

merce and everything on it our own, thereby mak1Dg a aate 

physical and spiritual ret'Uge tor • arael. But 11' our aim • 
ia the true revival of the Jewish spirit, we must not think 

only 1n terma ot' material needs, but we must continue to 

stress the spirtual essence of the movement. Our material 

interests and wel.l-be1Dg are very important, but we must empha­

size the ~itual a)moral nef'da of our revival. Only thus 

shall we give birth to truly tree men who •111 pursue noble 
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and l ofty 1dea1a in the rebuilding ot the center ot the 
- 71 

Jewish ap11"it. Moral 1dea11sm mu.st therefore permeate 

our program ot rebuilding. OUr lU'e ther muat be put on the 

baaia ot complete moral equa1ity and wherever possible, 

alao on economic equal.1t7. Whether or not Zionism will be 

able to bring about economic equality 1n our land, • ao•thing 
.):!. 
depada on the 1Dternat1onal economic situation, .-d we do 

not know. We are certain, however, that that sj1rit ot he•• 

dom and equality which permeates our Torah •ill prevail m 
72 

Palestine. And 1t our 11te in Palestine •111 be built upcn 

such noble toundationa, it will also have ita influence upon 

the other nations, tor Palestine baa been destined to be the 
73 

center of moral progress tor all mankind. SJ.nee our exile 

trom Palestine has delayed the development of moral idealism 

we. must aap1re to .tul.tlll theae noble 14eals 1n Palestine 7• 
thereby encouraging the moral advancement of all mankind. 

It Faieatine is to become the sp1r1tual center of Jewry, 
... we must establish the institutions ot stu~ and learning 

making Palestine the center of Torah and culture. Hebrew 

muat be the language ot our culture. But we muat hot cul­

tivate the knowledge of Aebrew as auch without connecting . 
it up with the study of Torah. It will lead to ignorance and 

will constitute a danger to our cultural growth. The stu~ 

ot Hebrew muat b9'nade indivisible from Torah and Jewish cul­

ture. But it Hebrew is to become the national language ot 

Palestine, the Jews 1n exile must also learn t o know that 

language. It they do not, then all the labors on the beha.l.t 

ot liebrew in Palestine will go to waste. Quite suddenly 



a new strelllll ot 1.llllligranta speaking tore 1gn t ongues might streaa 

into Palestine and all efforts tor the revival of 44ebrn 

will again be destroyed. Hebrew •111 therefore •111 not be 

permanently revived in Palestine unless it is al.so revived 
75 

1n the exile. This \Dlity ot Torah and religion, language 

and culture, 1'ilJ. aake Palestine the aeat ot Jewish learning. 

There, all the latent talents ot ~srael will come to life 

giin. And because ot its great 1nfl11ence, man7 ot Ota' taa­

ous sons •ho have thus tar hidden their identity 1rill reveal 

the:maelvea again, and aolcnowledae their identity w~th Israel. 

And U' our great men, who have won fame in all the branches 

ot science and learning, art, economics, and statesmanship, 

will do their work as Jews thereby magnitying the tame of 

Israel, our people will become the most tamoua and creative 
r.i..£-. 

1n the world. Thus •111 lerael become the spiritual ref"llge 
75 

ot our people. 

We know ve1"7 well that only a part of our people will 

live 1n Palestine, and probably onl7 a small part,, and the 

majority ot our people will re~ain scattered the world over. 

But since the majority ot our people will remain tied up 

apiritually with Palestine, and since the bast.c qualities 

and cbaracterisitcs of our people will find there complete 

freedom of development, the influence ot Palestine upon the 

Jews 1n the Diaspora will b• so great that it will counteract 

the influence of the f oreign environment and preserve Jew~$h 

lite from assimilation. Palestine will constitute the norm 

ot J ewish 11v1Dg, in terms of which the Diaspora will measure 
7 6 

1tsel.f correcting all deviations trom that nor.a. So great 
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•111 be the influence of the Jewish state that the v&l.ue 

ot oµr people will become great 1n the fYes of all the nations 

and they will change their opinion of us and grant ua ad­

ety and security 1n their own landa. In this wa7 •ill the 
77 

Jewish state solve the J .. ish problem 1n Exile. 

There are man7 Jns among us who blame us for showing 

a greater love for P&l.eat1ne than we do for the Jewish peopl•. 

We are doing all. 1n our power they aa7, to acquire P&l.eat1ne• 

even though it is a ver-y difficult task, and make no att...,t 

to find another land that would be easier to aoqJ11re as a 

aate refuge for our people. But even though it is true that 

it 1s possible to acquire another land more sate for our 

people than Pal.estin•, which in our opinion is not feasible, 

e:en then we boast of our stubbornness to remain Jews no 

matter what happens, and choose onl7 Zion because our inner 

understandiDg tells us that only !n the land of our fol'e.fathers 

shall we able to live and develop' as Jews. It is there that 

all the unique qualities of our people developed, 1n it our 

great culture wu created, and only 1n that land shall we 

become again a wise and cultural people. That is our Z:toniat 

aspiration. What constitutes the strength of a nation? There 

are many nations in the world who have become famous because 

of the vast lands and populat1pns that they rule over and 

because of their great physical stre~th and resourcefUl..nesa. 

There are other nations, however, whose lands and populations 

are very small, ·their physical powers are 1na1gn1ficant, and yet 

they have acquired fame because they produced men ot great 

talent and genius. What does our strength consist of? We have 
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not become ramoua because of the possession of vast land.a, 

great populations and powerfUl armies. The strength of 

I srael bas a1ways consisted of the spiritual, moral, and 

p~ophet1c. Not only single individuals among us have been 

endowed with these qualities but our entire people. Every 

man in Israel though he is not a prophet. is the son of a 

prophet, and possesses the spark or prophecy. The strength 
78 

ot I arael ia entire1y 1n the moral, 1li the prophetic. , 

It is with this prophetic Renaissance that Zionian is con• 

eerned. The prupoae ot the Zionist movement is the revival 
.-of rophecy, the revival and the realization of the ideals 
~ 79 

and aspirations of the prophets in Palestine. 

This is national Judaism. Thia is Jewish moral nat1ona1-

1sm. It 1a not chauvinism. Quite the contrary, it believes 

"' that Buman progress ••• lt1 r ••agstaa will be brought abou 

through cultural diveraity. Eve17 people must be allowed to 

live 1n accordance with 1ts own spirit and its own national 

character, but at the same time it can utilize the knowledge 

and learning that other peoples possess, and let the other 

poeples enjoy the truit of i~s own knowledge. Every people 

has its own language 1n which its spirit reveals itself, 

nevertheless 1t also knows other languages and other peoples 

know its language. bery people lives 1n its l&nd, neverthe­

less. many of its own citizens live in other lands and citizens 

ot other land.a live 1n its land. In this way every people 

has complete freedom to develop• according to its own nature, 

1ncl1nat1ona and talents, and at the same time 1.nfluene~ 

other peoples and inturn is in!'lueneed by them. Thus humanity 
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developes. Thia is the un1veraal1a1tc Jewish nationalism 

toward which we are striving today. It aims to recreate a 

ayntbeaia between Torah, Hebrew and Pa1eat1ne. directed toward 

one purpose - the morat and prophetic regeneration of Iarael 
80 

that will also result 1n the moral progress of hwnanity. 

All this can be brought a{out through an effective 

program of Jewish education that w1ll provide the older gener­

at ion with a knowledge ot rational Judaism. and w1ll impart to 

our youth a knowledge and understanding ot historical Ju4a1 ... 

The cause ror the neglect or the Torah. the lack of its know­

ledge can be found to a great extent among our Orthodox 

Jews who teach the Torah to their children as they themaelvea 

learned it, making no attempt to interpret ita teachings 

ac1ent11'1cally and rat1onall7. ~be children begin to doubt 

the truth and the validity of the Torah because they can 1'1.nd 

no rational •XJ>lanat1on ror its principles. They there1'ore 

come to believe that there exists a con1'lict between religion 

and modern thought• with the result that the Torah stand.a 

discredited 1n their eyes. and they reject it as an old • 

outworn philosophy or 11f'e. OUr children are thererore lost 

to Jewish 111'e. Thia dangerous situation can be solved by 

an adequate program of Jewish education that will give our 

children a rational interpretation of Torah and Judaism• 

reinterpret our old tradition and adapt it to modern l11'e. 

It must create a harmony between our old raith and the current• 
81 

or modern thought. 01' course we must a.lao teach our cbll• 

dren secular studies and general culture because we cann4t 

separate our children from the secular world 1n whi ch they 
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live • But the 1.q>ortant part of their education 111USt be 

the J .. 1ah atud1ea. We must teach them to know their Jewish 

Culture, their religlcm, and all the spiritual poaaeas1ona 
as 

ot their people. We must teach them to know the character 

and meaning ot Jewish l11'e, the Jewish p~7chblogy and to 

\Ulderatand the circUlll.8tanees 1n which their people tinda 

itself. We muat also 1nat1l1 1n their heart• a deep love 

tor their people and its tribulations, and a atrd.ng faith 1D 

its future, ao that all the adversities that they will have 

to face aa Jews will not cause them to lose ta1th 1D God 

and 1n the tuture ot their people, and will not lead them to 

die appointment and despair which end.11 with an escape rrom 
84 

Jewish lite. 

Thia type of Jewish education makes Jewish nationalism 

its basic to\Uldation. In previous days when religion was the 

basis of education all parents strove to see their aona 

a Rabb1c;1n Israel, but wdth national.1 .... it• o.n~ idea 
85 

we must strive to raise redeemers tor the Jewish people. 

Thia ideal must penetrate into all our educational institu­

tions and make our Orthodox people aware of the need of the 

physical well being of their sona. When the ideal figure 

·~ 1n Jewish lite waa the abbi, it waa taken tor granted that ... 
bis pbyaical well being was unimpo~tant and wa.a therefor• 

undermined, with the result that our Rabbis and teachers are 

weak phyaical.ly and mentally not titting to play the role of 

teachers and forceful spiritual leaders. Jewish nationalism 

will produce the ideal leader who will be a man of physical 

strength, moral atU!ina, and sp1ritua1 courage. Thia spiritual 

leader :muat be a man of far vision and deep insight. ff• ~~ 
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penetrate the d.ptba ot the Jewish paat and reveal to the 

people ita great tuture. Whether his v1a1ona and ideal.a will 

be concret1zed or not, be w1llv1aual1ze them clearl7 and hand 

them down to thoa e who will t'ollow 1n h1a tootatepa. We 

no longer han a Koaea who waa able to ascend the h1gh mcnm• 

ta1n on one aide of which he aaw a paat ot aut.ter1.ng and 
~~ 

alavel"J, and an the other aide aAtreedom and glo17 tor the 

people 1n 1ta own land. Such a leader no ionger ex1ata. We 

do expect, however, that spiritual leaders ot our da7 too 

should be men ot vision. These leaders muat be greater than tb9 

people, but they mu.at not dominate over them, nor speak to 

them candeacendillgly. They must be devoted to their people 

ao that the people wil.l love them.. They 11lU8t a1waya keep in 

m.ind the great ideal and purpose that they aet out to accom­

pliah, the revival of the nation and it• culture, thua they 

will always put the needa of the people prior to their own 

needs. They auat al~a remember that they are pr1eate 1n the 

~emple ot larael. They must make the national sanctitiea 

beloved by all our people, arousing in their hearts a love 

tor Israel and strengthen the weak bonds that tie our people 
86 

one to another. But they muet remember that the people 

cannot be fed with spiritual things only. The economic 

situation ot their people, its support and maintenance 1a 

equally important. The leaders DlU8t therefore include within 

their scope all the material, spiritual, and national needa 
87 

of the nation. 

All these efforts embracing a program of culture and action 

directed toward the survival of -arael and its redemption • 
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cannot be accomplished 1n one generation. It 1a a national 

program which tlowa out of the heart of the nation. tul.1'11.ls 

the need.8 ot all generations. and continues through all the .ges. 

Il,tortune doea not am1l.e upon it- it doea not cease. The a .. aa 
that hav• been sown are bound to bear t'ru1t. OUr national 

leaders lmow thi•• ao that when they meet obataclea in their 

way they do not retreat. They know that their labors are for 

the ruture- even though that 1'uture may be ver-y distant. 

Thia tuture ot' redemption 1• bound to come. It was the hope 

ot tuture redemption that preserved us during our long lUe 
.r.:. in xile. And now too 1n our et't'orts f or Jewish revi't'al 

th1a hope mu.at g1Te ua courage and strength to continue. 
88 

Let ua work and redemption will come. 
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IV 

Iaaac IUasenbaum oocupiea an important place 1n the 

hiatiory ot modern preaching. Bia aermona left a great im­

pression not only upon his generation. but even nOlf 1n our 

day their content and spirit haa intluenced many, and a1ao 

lef t their effect upon many of our preacher• who round 1n 

Niaaenbaum a great source ot instruction and inspiration. 

Bia aermona do not revea1 a new interpretation of Judaism. 

They revea1 the essence and mean1n1 ot historical Judaism 

as expressed 1n our old claaaica1 literature and which finds 

1ta moat expressive formulation 1n Yehuda.h lialevi, Luzatto 

and others. who an a close spiritual affinity between Torah, 

Iarael and Paieat1ne. Niasenbaum 1n h1a aermona adopted thia 

formulation of classical Judaism and preached f or its revival 

1n modern life, with poetic tervor and prophetic eloquence 

and at the aame time showing hia aklll 1n homiletical inter­

pretation that is direct, penetrating. and ref'reshingly bril­

liant. 
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