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Inquiry into the needs of Reform religious schools
in tho field of Bible instruction on the high school level
has revealed a demand for a book which will utilize a
different and more interesting presentation of the Bible
than any which is now available.
in our religious schools now are generally inadequate.

of teaching Bible have gone unresolved for at 1< st that

The need for a new text in the field of Bible having
been determined, it was deemed advisable to base such a
book upon the current realities in the religious schools
Results of a questionnaire sent out to congregational Rabbis
indicated a desire for the following: l.-A book relating the

It was felt that

degree, by aiding the teacher in presentation, and by
utilizing class time to the fullest extent.

the desires of some 85 or more educators, would be to teach
Jewish religious, ethical, and moral ideas, and their dev-

With those findings as a guide, the basis for a new

The student will discuss geology and dating, science and

ritual, and the Bible will provide instruction and guidance.

Indeed, careful review of articles in pedagogic periodicals 
over a period of some 15 years indicated that the problems

Bible to the life of the student: 2«- Better teachers; 
3.- More time for religious instruction.

TOWARD A CURRICULUM IN BIBLE 
for the NINTH AND TENTH GRADES
"orris I.'ordecai Hersh^an

clopment.

length of time.

The various texts in use

the ideal text book might satisfy all these needs to some

In a word, the goal of such a text book, based upon

text has been created, utilizing the relevance approach.
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CHAPTER ONE

INTRODUCTION

In dealing with the topic, systematic Bible as taught
in the Reform Jewish religious school, several steps
were necessary to determine the actual needs and desira
bility of producing a new textbook for the ninth and tenth
grade level.

few years revealed that
no new methods of instruction, and indeed, hardly an article
on Bible, had appeared which would lead the lay religious
school teacher to develop within the classroom an interest <■
and an appreciation of the Bible. Tliis dirth of material

underlined the statement made in

revealed a hesitancy to treat the Bible, "The Book of

Books," like any other text book, resulting in a lack of

To overcome this deplor

able situation, they recommend the Union Bible Reader

Series, to be used with teachers' guides and pupils' work

montary acquaintance with its contents, not to speak of an 

appreciation of its teachings."

new approaches even though most of our pupils leave 

religious schools (not only Reform) "without even an ele-

Chomsky, and Simon Bugatch, in an article entitled 

"Developments in the Jewish Curriculum," in which they

A review of the Jewish pedagogic periodicals, 

such as the "Jewish Teacher," "Jewish Education," and the 

"Pedagogic Reporter" over the past

books.

"Jewish Education", Vol.

17, number 1, (November 192+5) Uy Ben M. Edldin, William



considered desirable to detor-

The

s—

Bible

and die

age

levels, or for adult study.
'Hie demand for a book geared to the level of the

interesting fashion, therefore, becomes a real need.
The goals to be achieved by such a book have been deter
mined as a part of the questionnaire. It was felt that
the goals which the actual rabbinate finds desirable and

is now being taught on the junior high schoollevel, 
books that are used are designed for either younger

ninth grade youngster, and presenting the Bible in an

Ulis thesis, then, addresses itself to the current 
needs of our religious schools in the area of Bible in
struction, and attempts to provide for those needs through 
the creation of a curriculum in Bible utilising the 
problems approach.

replies to this questionnaire revealed a general dissati 
faction with the materials that are now available.

a questionnaire was
Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion, and to the 

members of the Central Conference of American Rabbis,

In addition, it was 

mine what the religious schools are currently employing 

in Biblo instruction, and the degrees of success and satis

faction which are now being realized. Toward tills end, 

sent out to the Alumni of the Hebrew

toward which religious schools are currently striving 

would be tile most realistic goals upon which a new text 

could be bused.
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Hie questionnaire which is included in the appendix

of this thesis was sent to the Alumni of the Hebrew Union

College - Jewish Institute of Religion, and to members of

Some 730 copiesthe Central Conference of American Rabbis.

wero sent out, although this number of Rabbis represents

only jjlpO Reform congregations, and perhaps a fewer number

But even consideringof congregational religious schools.

5l|-0 as the total number, there were 162 responses to the

questionnaire, that being a 305 response, which is highly

adequate in such an instance as this considering the fact that

there was but one mailing. The responses car.e from every

part of the country, and from every type of religious

school, ranging in size from 12 children to 1,750.

GRAPHS 111 UHICH SYST~'ATIC BIBLB IS TAUGHT

Of the 162 responses, there were 27 responses from

Rabbis who had no contact with a religious school. Tlie

main reasons given for this were as follows:

The Rabbi was not in the active Rabbinate1.

2.

3.

The questionnaire was designed to find out how wide

spread is the teaching of systematic Bible, and not Bible

in connection with Biblical periods of Jewish history, as

The Rabbi was in a non-Congregational 
situati on.

Tlie Rabbi had no religious school, or per
haps the school was supervised by an 
associate.



-li

lt was thereforegreat Jewish personalities, and so forth.

considered that if Biblo were taught belowthe fifth grade

level it would probably be in connection with a course on

Jewish heroes, Biblical life, or as Bible stories Con

sequently, the questionnaire asked if systematic sible was
The results show thattaught in grades five through ten.

the

following distribution:

85 6GIUDE 7 109
l[063 81 7137

It can be seen here, and will be substantiated later,
that the greatest occurrence of the teaching of systematic
Bible takes place in the eighth and ninth grades. From

the various comments made on the returns, it appears that

Bible is often taught by the Fabbl during the Confirmation

Therefore, it is assumed that the lack of greateryear.
numbers and reports on the tenth grade is an indication of
the paucity of schools having tenth grades, rather than a
lessening of interest in teaching Bible at the later grade.

AMOUNT of 11MB SPENT OH THE TEACHING OF BIBLE (See Appendix A)
Although the goals, methods, approaches, and achieve

ments showed great variance among the responses obtained,
there was almost universal agreement on one point, viz.,
the number of sessions per week spent on the study of Bible.

Bible is being taught in these grades according to 
(Cf. Appendix A)

Humber of 33 
CLASSES

a reference book for other courses such as ethics, holidays,



total of 135 religious

TEXTBOCRS USED ITT THZ STUDY C7 BIBLE

The mostschool uses

widely used volume is Pathways Through the Bible, by

Mortimer J, Cohen. The secord most widely used volume is

only by individual congregations. There

The Union series was 

among tire 135 congregations which responded 

to tills survey.

All but seven classes, of the 

schools reporting, meet for only one session per week.

The seven exceptions meet twice a week, and no classes 

reported meeting more than twice a week®

The amount of time spent in class study of the Bible 

varied from fifteen minutes to well over an hour. The 

most frequently used class period is a forty to forty-flve 

minute period, once a week, In the eighth grade.

There was a sprinkling of other texts in use in 

various schools, but the most popular of these was used by 

only schools, and most of the books mentioned were used 

(See Appendix C)

the English translation, The Scriptures, published by 

the Jewish Publication Society. Hie only other book,.rather 

series of books, which is in general use is the Bible Reader 

Series, a series of six volumes which present "The Bible 

Story in the Bible Words," published by the Union of 

American Hebrew Congregations.^’ 

little used

Although there were a number of texts mentioned in 

area of Bible study, in the main, the Reform Religious 

one of three books for this area.
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of
seemed to be very little confusion about the

f eW
etc.,

whi ch i s now aval1able.
teaching of Bible strives, but the means and

The translation provides

whi chencounter.
It

School, propared by Dr. iimanuel Gamoran, and published by

tlie Union of American Hebrew Congregations, in each of its

three curricula, advocates the teaching of Bible using the

series here mentioned with the Teacher’s Manuals that

with the difficulties of language which a teenager 

It provides no diagrams or illustrations

nature 

books

hardly to be equated.

THIS UMIOIT SBHrpS, "'Hie Bible Story in the Bible
~ " (See Appendix B-2)

The 1956-1957 Curriculum for the Jewish Religious

B.
Words."

as can be seen from the list in the Appendix.

might help in the comprehension of certain passages, 

does not avoid repetition, and comparatively unimportant 

passages. In essence, it provides little motivation for 

tlie ninth grade child, and the survey shows that it does 

not satisfactorily present the material to the child.

out the need, in the mind of the writer, for a 

with a better approach to the study of the Bible

This is the goal toward 

ths goal are 

no help 

might

A. '17:1 HOLT SCfJFTU.TL'S (See Appendix B-l)

The very fact that some fifty-nine classes ar 

using the Jewish Publication Society translation poin 3 

text book 

than any 

v.'hi ch the

tho inquiry, for the responses mentioned very 

which dealt with the Bible in Hebrew, Chumosh stuay,



accompany each of the six volumes.
Those are volumes which are printed in large, easy to

read typo, so large in fact, as to make the books unpalatable
There are pictures in the book, thoughto older children.

they are not in color, and they are full of minute detail,
Chapter and verse markings are left out,actually etchings.

Dr. Gamoran,
in his Intro duction to Volume Dive, The Voice of the Prophets,

Dr. Emanuel Gamoran states, "While

Society Bible, deviations were made when deemed advisable

This fifth volume of the series was
published in 1929.

2.

Allowance must be

Bible readers). The purpose of each volume is to introduce

the pupil to the language, style, and text of the Bible

/

with a view to simplifying the text in accordance with the 

needs of children."

bv Mamie G. Gamoran^

the translation followed is that of fee Jewish Publication

made, however, for the fact that this is a series of "Bible 

Readers" (the only Jewish textbooks intended solely as

and certain Biblical passages are omitted, but the books 

seem to be a junior size Bible in every way.

In 1932, a study by Rabbi Solomon Fineberg was pub

lished, dealing primarily with Biblical myths and logends.' 

In commenting on this series, Rabbi Fineberg writes, "This 

series of textbooks consists largely of direct Biblical 

quotations in large type with illustration and with only

rare changes in the Biblical language. Hence, it satisfies 

none of the four criteria of the study.
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and

and the 
These

In accordance with new techniques and standards of educa

tion, tho union Series of Bible Readers would fall far short 

of acceptable textbools for the instruction of Bible. 

Indeed, the results tabulated from the survey, regarding 

development of pupil interest, and meeting pupil needs, 

show that the Union Series has a much higher percentage 

of Inadequate ratings and a much lower percentage of 

Excellent ratings than either the Jewish Publication Society 

Translation, or the Cohen book, Pathways Hiroufh the Bible. 

Perhaps the Series was satisfactory some twenty-five or 

thirty years ago, but it is seriously doubted if it can now 

be taught "in accordance with the needs of children."-’0

itself, and some limitations naturally result from this 

fact."3, Elsewhere in his book, Rabbi Fincberg points 

out a general deficiency In the Union Series*

'The Bible Story in Bible ’.'.'ords' and 
the 'Teacher's Manuals' for these volumes 
are the product of the Department of 
Synagogue and School Extension of the Union 
of American Hebrew Congregations, under the 
direction of the Commission oi Jewish educa
tion, representing these organizations 
Central Conference of American Rabbis.
are the Institutions created and maintained by 
and for the Reform Jews of America. Both 
jnanuals might have been published with far 
greater propriety by the Orthodox institutions, 
for they ignore completely the position taken 
by Reform.rabbis, as well as the published 
spoken statements of Reform Jewish lay 
leaders, wherever myth, miracles, and legend 
are concerned.^.
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C.

Pathways, as it will bo henceforth called, is

the most widely used of all the texts and bools available.

It tells the Bible story in modified form, with notes pre-

11 isceding each section telling the contents in brief.

well written, and well presented. But Pathways was intended

to bo neither a text book for Bible study, nor a substitute

for the Bible itself, although in use it is now both. The

author states in his Foreword,

And so it is. Hie book provides guides for ono who is look

ing for any particular Biblical But the book doespassage.

not address itself to the religious school pupil, nor does
it provide any assistance to the teacher who uses the book,
as so many do. Although the book is well illustrated by
Arthur Szyk, such illustrations are highly stylized, and
are not easily understood by all, certainly not by children.
In color, the pictures offer fascinating detail. In black

PATX'AYS TEBOUBF BIBLE, by Mortimer Cohen. 
(See Appendix B-3)

It cannot be sufficiently emphasised that 
Pathways Through the Bible is not intended to 
replace The 2c ly Scriptures in the reading 
experience of young cr adult readers; it is 
rather to be regarded as preparatory to the 
reading of the Bible itself. Its very title 
reveals its dominant intention. It seelcs to 
hew out pathways through the richly luxuriant 
and forestliko complexities of the Bible 
literature, so that the unskilled traveler 
may find his way through it with ease and with 
pleasure. Having a Icind of roadmap, he is 
prepared to discover for himself tho religious 
truths, the spiritual insights, and. the 
inspiring literary beauties that lurk on every 
page and in every line and word of Israel's 
masterpiece.
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all.

Us tablishing

School," makes the following statement:

Ulis book is perhaps the best available, but it is

not the best possible

I

and white, as they are here, they do not create interest at

Rabbi Paul Gorin, in ills Doctoral Dissertation, "Towards 

a New Curriculum for the Reform Jewish Religious

Pathways Through the Bible is an excellent 
medium for icicle study by adults, its chapter
delineation make clearer the place and signifi
cance of various books and chapters of the Bible, 
It also recognizes realistically that certain 
portions of the Bible are repetitious in subject 
matter, and do not commend themselves to the 
reader’s interest. However, it falls far short 
of being an adequate text-book for the religious 
school pupil. From numerous discussions with 
instructors of the Bible, I have observed that 
only the most superior, resourceful, and 
imaginative teachers — and we have too few of 
these — can. make Pathways Through the Bible 
a stimulating, inspiring medium for pupils; 
and even superior instructors find it a most 
difficult chore to do. °*
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According to the response elicited by the qucstion-

Lo meet with success in our Religious Schools. Theseare

needs follow in the order of their severity:

1.

A need for better teachers.2.

3.

Also mentioned by just a few of the Rabbis was the need to

unwholesome attitude in the students because of

the complacency of the parents.

Hie problems mentioned are complex, and cannot be dls-

However, they are interwovenposed of in just one paragraph.

If a suitable text book were presented (and itto a degree.
would not be a new translation or
come the most effective tool possible in the hands of an
unexperienced teacher. If the book can gain the attention

of the class, the teacher’s task becomes much simplified.

The book will provide the Also, if, indeed, theanswers.

book cun gain the attention of the class, then the class

time will be well spent, and it might even be possible to

have students read a bit outside of class.

The book that would do all these tilings is an Ideal

text, but these problems confront us, and only with tills 

"ideal" text can we be satisfied^

A need for more time for Religious School 
study.

a workbook), it would be-

A need for a book, that we might present 
the Bible to students in an interesting 
way. There were suggestions for a new 
translation, ox1 pexdiaps workbooks of 
some kind.

overcome an

nairc, there are three basic needs which must be met if we
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A word must now be said concei’nlng goals in the teach-

If a goal is realistic, but is not beinging of Bible.

then it must be that the means to the goal arereached,

To find new means is the challenge. There isinadequate.
a noed, therefore, for a book that will present the Bible

to the students in an interesting fashion, and in tile opinion

of some 70 Rabbis and educators who spoiled out That they

thought that fashion would be, the following opinions prevail:

A text book presenting:

28

9

11

6 Midrashic and Rabbinic commentary.

3

2

The first threo mentioned categories are very much alike, and

could easily be combined in a single volume. 'Thus the over

whelming majority of requests could be satisfied.

The fact that such a volume has not yet appeared is

I

Numb er
of

Requests

Historical approach, either to the 
creation of the Bible in response 
to historical needs, or evolution 
of various problems and topics, as 
mentioned above.

Topical approach, showing Biblical 
development of such concepts as 
prayer, death, ideas of Good, war and 
peace, Israel's mission.

New text in easy language, presenting 
choice passages. In essence, a Reader.

Problems approach, relating to 
teenagers, i.e., good and evil, 
sibling relationships, dating, etc.

Archaeological light on the Bible. 
Discoveries would be explained, 
Biblical clues given, etc.
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proof enough of our hositance to deal with the Bible as we

do with other subjects.

The need for a well-presented book on the Bible is hard felt

in our Religious Schools, and its appearance is long overdue.

GOALS IN Tri 2 TEACHING C? BIBLE

The questionnaire asked, "What are your main goals in

the teaching of systematic Bible in your religious school?"

Four possible goals were suggested, to be checked, and space

was provided for additional comments. Following are the

goals which are currently desired in the bulk of our Religious

schools, as determined by the survey:

GOAL

8U To teach basic Jewish religious beliefs.
To teach morals and ethics.

73

11

Number of
Responses

To toach the Bible for literary and 
general cultural reasons.

To teach the history of the Biblical 
period.

To show the development of Jewish 
religious ideas.

Hie Bible is a universal subject in all types 
of Jewish schools, whether offered in its 
English version in the Sunday School or the 
Hebrew version in the Talmud Torah. Yet it 
has been quite apparent that most pupils leave 
the Jewish Religious School without even an 
elementary acquaintance rath its content, not 
to speak of a mature comprehension or apprecia
tion of its teachings. Because of the aura of 
sanctity which surrounds tiie Bible, there has 
been hesitation in treating it like an ordinary 
text-book or applying to it the teaching 
techniques which apply successfully to other 
subjects of instruction.?’



It is interesting to note that the two goals with the least

number of responses are not child-centored at all. Except

for the desire to learn for learning’s sake, there would be

little more to recommend either one of those goals to the

Teaching the history ofmodern American Jewish adolescent.

the Biblical period and teaching Biblo for literary and

cultural values suggest the traditional approach to the area

of Bible ^tudy. It implies the study of Bible motivated by

Of this formal, tradition

al approach to religious education, Dr. Sylvan Schwartzman

states,

Tho goals which rated highest, teaching basic Jewish

religious beliefs, morals and ethics, and the development

of Jewish religious ideas, all show a great degree of

relevance, not only to modern life, but also to the

individual It is this quality of relevance which makes

the primary grades and the confirmation class so success

ful. The student is eager to identify himself with the

I

pagination rather than relevance.

Hie central objective of the traditional 
approach to religious education Is the 
transmission of as large a quantity of 
Jewish knowledge as is possible........ 
Thanks to the research of Kurt Lewin and 
others, we know of the wide gap that exists 
between cognitive learning and true per
ception; and therefore, we are coming to recog
nize tiie inadequacy of factual learning alone 
in producing desirable emotional feelings and 
understandings. Thus, the development of 
strong sentiments in favor of Judaism does not 
necessarily follow as a consequence of 
intellectual knowledge.



material being taught, and can readily find application in

In the intermediate grades, and in thia caseh.ts own life.

we apply the statement to older grades as well, there is a

lack of personal involvement, identification, and relevance.

Tlie student is subjected to formal Jewish history, formal

Reform Jewish Curriculum, is a Bible text-book foi’ Confirmation

pupils, which would be organised to guide discussionDept.

iilOand reactions on the pupil’s level of maturity and experience

Although Bible is now taught mostly at the eighth grade level,

as the survey indicates, nevertheless tile book desired is

aimed at the ninth and tenth grades. It is considered

desirable, in the intensification of our educational system,

to raise the age level. Dr. Schwartzman has in fact

suggested that Confirmation be advanced to the Senior year

"In this way, a mass religious school exodusin high school.

following Confirmation would be avoided end we should have

our boys and girls with us at the ages of their most mature

intellectual acumen.

The desirability of having a course in Bible which

utilizes the relevance approach has been illustrated by

In the article, "The Breakdorm intills case in point.

Reform Education," Dr. Schwartzman points out that an eighth

grade class which had been inattentive and uninterested in

i

study of the Bible, Hebrew, demography, principally the pre- 

"V.Tiat is sorely needed in thesentation of information.^'

wisdom, ages during which Judaism may be studied with full 
ii 11.
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rcading the Bible verse by verse, chapter by chapter, be

came vitally interested in the Bible when the point of

departure was the matter of sibling rivalry. They engaged

in fruitful discussion, and tiieir resource book was ths

They learned about Jacob and Esau, about Joseph and

his brothers.

Bible can be meaningful and applicable to their lives.

We have goals, and needs, and the desire to make Reform

A book is needed which will provide usJudaism stronger.

with the proper tool with which to accomplish the task.
It should be a book which can be used by die ninth and tenth,

it should motivate discussionperhaps the eighth grades.
in class, and perhaps outside reading as well. It should

lead the student to use the Bible itself. The book should

utilize a topical, practical problems, relevant approach

to the life situation of the student. The goal of the book

should be to introduce the child to basic Jewish religious

beliefs, morals and ethics, and the development of Jewish

religious ideas. The impact of such a book on the life and

thinking of the student is incalculable. The effect of such

a book would bo to make the Bible a main spring for improved

human conduct and a well of inspiration.

But mere Important, they learned that the
12.

Bible.



A
I can see thatA course

It will be either third

'Art thou

The Bible doesn'tgoing to the movies?'

toll me anything. I

Bible?

Itisn't all "'Thee" and "Thou1

might take this whole book to do it, but with your help

we'll succeed.

Let's start with the statement, "Ulis is the land of

nthe living
a

Bible.

It would be
... given vigor to every-day 

language and beauty to daily conversation.

Did you know that it comes from the Bible? (Jer.

11.19) Ono of the ways in which the Eible has become

part of our lives has boen its influence upon our speech. 

Every time you miss something, and say you escaped "by the 

skin of my teeth," you're using an expression from the

"Oh, groat J 

this is going to be 

grade stories about Abraham

• Thou' and 'Begats.'

cowboy fires his .38 and says 

"Lick the dust.'" he's using an expression from the Bible, 

too. In fact, the Bible has "

or reading page

When, in a movie, a

on the Blbio 1

after page of 'Theo' and
That's fabulous.'

like sports and science, and this is 

This is the land of the living?"the twentieth century!

Did any of these thoughts run through your mind when 

you found out that this was going to be a course on the

It won't be an easy matter to show that the Bible 

and lists of "Begats."

a great year.

end Moses,



difficult to count up how many phrases in our ordinary
speech are derived from Biblical language. We speak of

Wo say that a "man cannot live by bread alone." We des

cribe the downfall of some proud person in the words,

fall." We describe a hair-breadth escape as

The language of

the Bible is used not only in our speech. The i ns cri p ti on

on the Liberty Bell in Philadelphia is taken from the Bible.

"Proclaim Liberty throughout the land unto all the inhab

itants thereof." (Lev, . 2J.10), And many books and movies

"Thehave titles which are really Biblical quotationsJ

Little Foxes," "Our Vines have

"Well, I’ll go along with that,

question. I like sports and science, and the Bible isn't

very modern. Now, I was reading an article by a geologist

about the evolution of the earth. You don't expect me to

Nov/ that you've mentioned it, let's see what the Bible

says about creation.

believe that business about the creation of the world taking 

six days, do you?"

"Voice of the Turtle,"

Tender Grapes."'

"my brother's keeper," or

the skin of my teeth," or we say that we are glad that 

wo are "in the land of the living."^-3’

"how aro tho mighty fallen," or say "pride goes before a

so far," you might 

be saying to yourself, "but that still doesn't answer the

"escaping by

"a land of milk and honey."
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We study evolution in school, and we have learned a

Croat deal about the development of man and of all life,

for that matter.

(that's 2,000,000,000) years old) And we knot; that most

present forms of life are developments of lower forms. For

But we didn't always know all this!

It was only about one hundred years ago that scientists

pointed out that the world took millions, maybe billions of

years to evolve to present fora. And when this theory

first became known, it was called blasphemy because it

dared to contradict the Bible First of all, according

to Biblical history, Jewish tradition tells us that the

world was begun some f>700 years ago. (Rosh Hashonah is held

to be the Birthday of the World.) Second, the Bible says

that creation 'took six days! Is the Bible correct, or is

science correct? 11 can't be both J

story of creation.

A.

B.

Some people think that each "day" of 
creation represents much more than just 
twenty four hours. Perhaps it stands 
for a period of many centuries.

The order of creation is ir accordance with 
theories of evolution. For instance, the 
first act in the Biblical creation is 
that light appears. Elis is in keeping 
with the latest scientific theories.
Also, notice that the waters cover 
everything, then there are amphibians,

We know that the earth is about two billion

There are a number of theories regarding the Biblical 
15 Let's examine them.

instance, the frog actually shows us the transition from 
amphibian to mammal.1^’
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Wha t do you think about these two theories? Do they make
Or do you think it seems more coincidental thansense?

anything olso?

There is another theory about the Biblical story of

This theory is concerned not with the HOW ofcreati on.

With that as a clue, lot’screation, but with the WHO.

see if you can state the theory yourself. Here is a

"doctored-up" version of the first chapter of Genesis.

You figure out what is wrong with this version, and then

see what is so important about the Creation story in the

Bible. Don’t turn the page until you’ve looked at ths

Bible and figured it out.

the page is turned.)

concerned not withDo you see now why the theory is

the HOW of creation but with the WHO? Our ancestors who

created the Bible believed in One God. They had no science

to tell them how long creation took, or at what point in

They were not interested in "How wastime the world began.

it created, and what was the process?" They point out the

questions, "Who created the world, and for what pur-pose?"

In the beginning there were the heaven 
and the earth. Now the earth was unformed 
and void, and darkness was upon the face 
of the deep; 

(In published edition, this passage would be the last before

next birds, then mammals, and only at the 
end does man appear. Many people consider 
this to bo more important than the number of 
"days".
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In this light, the creation story tells us a great deal.

But it is not only the creation story that tells us that

Isaiah wrote, during theGod created the universe.

Babylonian exile,

Notice, too, some of the Psalms.

Do these passages add anything to the creation story?

They help us to see what the Bible is trying to say, don't

And if we are to understand what the Bible says,you agree?
An amateur radio operatorwe must be

can't reply to a message unless he's on the proper wave

We can't expect scientific data from the Bible,length.

The Bible is abecause the Bible is not a science book.

Its religious truths apply to us in thebook of religion.

twentieth century as much as they did thousands of years ago.

But that's not to say that religion and science don't mix.

a

For thus saith the Lord that created the 
hcuvons, 
lie is God;
That formed the earth and made it,
He established it,
He creatxl-ed it not a waste, He formed it 

to be inhabited:
(Isaiah U5.18)

Who didst establish the earth upon its 
foundations,

That it should not be moved for ever and ever.
(Psalm lOip.f?)

How manifold are Thy works, 0 Lord! 
In wisdom hast Thou made them all;
Hie earth is full of Biy creatures.

(Psalm 101|..?4)

The heavens declare the glory of God, 
And the firmament shows th His handiwork;

(Psalm 19.2)

"tuned in" properly.
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They do. In fact, the Bible and the science of Archaeology 

go together like hot fudge and whipped cream!
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(Genesis 13.10)

For centuries this was considered to be highly imaginative

writing, since all available evidence had led to th© con

clusion that at the tine of Lot ------about 2,000 B.C. —

Ho civ

ilization, they said; no irrigation; no farms

One man believed what was written in the Bible. He

believed it so strongly that he set out to prove the Bible

right.

The desert sun beat mercilessly upon the open waste

land. The land was dry and parched The sand seemed to

burn through his shoes. S till, the tall, lean, sunburned

man, wearing Bedouin headdress went about searching the

wastelands• When at last he would pick up

This piece of baked clay proves that "the Jordan Valley was

not only one of the first settled sections of the country,

So

spoke Dr. Melson Glueck, foremost Biblical archaeologist,
and President of the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute

of Religion.
Dr. Glueck, like other archaeologists, is a scientist

He makes use of geological andin every sense of the word.

a piece of

And Lot lifted up his eyes and he beheld the 
Valley of the Jordan. And lo, all of it vzas 
Irrigated, and it was like the Garden of God.

baked earthenware that looked like a stone splinter, he 

would turn it over and over, a look of awe in his eyes.

the Valley of the Jordan was an uninhabited desert.
lu.

but it was also one of the richest parts of all ancient
17.Palestine and Trans jordan...truly, a Garden of God."-



His methods are concise and exact, andgeographical data.

his appraisal of his discoveries is absolutely accurate.

The archaeologist must use every means possible to

determine how old an ancient si to might be.

this knowledge is his acquaintance with anciont pottery.

parchment, or metal, or other perishable materials, have

turned to dust and ashes.... In Palestine and Transjordan,

however, one of the things which are essentially indestruct

ible is the intensely fired and thoroughly baked clay pottery.

Hundreds and thousands of such pottery jugs and jars and

plates may' be found more or less intact in the excavations,

ti

and announce: "Hois is from the time of Abraham." In such

an instance, he can be positive, because potteiy of Abraham's

time had a particular type of handle and ornamentation, plus

a greenish-gray appearance, unlike that of any other pottery.

He must also pay attention to the

Each community had to

defend itself against attack.

. . for each community to select as a dwelling site a

place situated not only by an adequate water supply, and on

These bits of pottery are called "sherds.

"Dr. Glueck can pick up a sherd, study it for a moment,

The archaeologist does not only look for pottery when 

he seeks an ancient site.

..19.

geography and topography of the country, looking for sites 

which could bo easily fortified.

"it was natural therefore,

Many of the objects made of wood, or cloth, or leather, or

or near some highway, but also at a point which could be

"Hie key to

and many more smashed into fragments, but at least the frag- 
ments survive.*
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casily fortified, and which by its very position would

lighten the tank of defence measures.

naturally be more easily defended against an enemy than if

the paths led to a village on a plain. . . . All things

considered, the best possible site then would be on top of

"In the course of time, the first village built on top

of a hill, and surrounded by a fortification-wall, would be

destroyed, either by an earthquake, or by a fire which may

have broken out accidentally, or as the result of an enemy

attack. When, sometime after the destruction of the first

village, another group of people wanted to build another

village in its place, they would be compelled by tho very

conditions vdiich determined the location of the first vil

lage, to build the second one on exactly the same place.

The newcomers had a choice of either digging up and removing

the debris of the first village, and beginning anew from the

entirely new walled village,

which was tho usual practice. . . Tlie practice of thus

led in the course of time to the formation of an entire

artificial city hill, within which might be concealed the

ruins of five or ten or more villages or cities built one

When such a hill of destroyed citieson top of the other.

building one village upon the ruins of the preceding one

same foundation levels, or of leveling off the ruins they 

found, and building above them an

"Tho approaches up a fairly steep hillside could

a hill, commanding a spring or well or stream by or near 
„20.which a road passed.
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was finally abandoned, even the houses of the topmost and

last city having been overthrown and covered with debris,

And as a tell it is known in

Such a tell may bethe Arabic vernacular to this day.

"Delving deeply into the mound of ancient Jericho,

known today as Tell es-Sultan, archaeologists have found

remains reaching back for many milleniums. In one sector,

at the northeast corner, they dug through eighty feet of the

debris of seventeen settlements before sterilo soil was

reached. Starting at the top and going downward in space and

backward in time, the strata of these settlements have been

numbered from I to XVII. They carry the history of man at

Jericho from the thirteenth

the Natufian period of the Kount Carmel Combiningas caves.

the evidence of the two places, can sketch an outline ofone

it it it it it it it it- it it it it it
Perhaps one of the most colorful figures in the Bible

is Solomon. He is reputed to have been the wisest of men.

Ke built a vast empire, with trading ships, and contacts

in all parts of the known world. In his stables he had the

sleekest of horses. And he is supposed to have had a

thousand wives.' The Bible tellsHow do we know all tills?

us so J

it became known as a tell.

century B.C. almost as far back

man's activities in Palestine for a period of over one 

hundred thousand years."“^

likened to a small skyscraper, each city in it being com-
21parable to a separate floor." *



(I Kings 10. 28-29)

His mines added great wealth to his riches. Copper must

have been his main export. His Tarshish ships, built and

manned with the help of the Phoenicians, sailed from his

port of Ezion-Geber laden with copper which they exchanged

Indeed, Solomon’s trade empire included even the fabulous

Queen of Sheba.

(I Kings 10.1 ff.)

romantic name to students of ancient history, but little

For over three thousand years its location has been

hidden from the minds of men. The Biblical description of

the location of Ezion Geber is sufficient to give an ap-

(Deuteronomy 2.8proximate idea of its whereabouts So

for gold and other valuables.

more.

And when the Queen of Sheba heard of the fame 
of Solomon because of the name of the Lord, 
sho came to prove him wi th hard questions. 
And she came to Jerusalem with a very great 
train...

Solomon's seaport city, Ezion Geber has always been a

And the horses which Solomon had were brought 
out of Egypt; also out of Keveh, the king's 
merchants buying them of the men of Keveh at 
a price. And a chariot came up and went out 
of 5gypt for six hundred shekels of silver, 
and a horse for a hundred and fifty; and so 
for all the kings of the Hittites, and for the 
kings of Aram, did they bring them out by their 
means•

And he had seven hundred wives, princesses, and 
three hundred concubines; and his wives turned 
away his heart.

(I Kings 11.3)

And Hiram sent in the navy his servants, ship
men that had knowledge of the sea, with the 
servants oi" Solomon. And they came to Ophir, 
and fetched from thence gold, four hundred and 
twenty talents, and brought it to King Solomon, 

(I Kings 9.27-28)
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cc paused by our bretbr-tn th'? child”-?. of '..uvu, '''..t

dwell in Sclr, from the way cf the Arabah, from Elath and

from Ezion-Ccbor.) It remained for Dr. Nelson Glueck to

Perhaps even more puzzling' to archaeologists and other

Biblical scholars was tills passage from the Bible:

(Deuteronomy 8.7-9)

Bio story was told that the Gulf of Aqabah 
once extended as far north as a place called 
Mene'iyeh, which is about thirty-three kilo
meters from the present shore line. At 
Mene'lyeh, so the tale ran, was an ancient 
seaport, whose inhabitants possessed many 
ships. Unfortunately, they offended Allah, 
who caused a long torrential downpour of rain 
to descend upon the city, with the result that 
it was completely flooded and destroyed. Fur
thermore, great quantities of ear th and huge 
boulders were washed down from the neighboring 
hills, so choking up the bed of the Gulf that 
its waters were forced to retreat to their 
present position. Eiis fairy story found favor 
in the eyes of its hearers, and, on the basis 
of it, maps were marked with an impossible 
location for L'zion-'Geber, situtated high and 
dry in the V.'adi Arabah, and far from the harbor 
where Solomon’s ships were actually anchored. 
There is some truth to the story that the Gulf 
of Aqabah has retreated from the ancient shore 
line during the course of three thousand years, 
but the retreat measures some five hundred 
meters, and not twenty-five thousand or more.

discover tho exact, location of Solomon’s fabulous seaport.
*■» -»

This is how Dr. Glueck describes his discovery

For tho Lord thy God bringeth thee into a 
good land, a land of brooks of water, of 
fountains and depths, springing forth In 
valleys and hills; a land of wheat and barley, 
and vines and fig-trees and pomegranates; a 
land of olive-trees and honey; a land wherein 
thou shalt eat bread without scarceness, thou 
shalt not lack any thing in it; a lard whose 
stones are iron, and out of whose hills thou 
mayest dig brass.
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Glueck realized many years ago that the wordDr.

was wrongly translated. And

this must be referring to the rich copper and iron deposits

Solomon's copper mines!in the Wadi Arabah I

"In 193U Dr. Glueck and a small party moved silently

through the desert, a few miles south of the Dead Sea. Under

the blazing desert sun, the party approached the blue!: tents

Dr. Glueck greeted the sheik.of a nomadic bedouin tribe.

"Do you know the Arabah well?"
n"As the palm of my hand.

n

Yet

place in the desert called Khirbet

ITahas."

excitedly.

groat copper mining and smelting site, Hie cupriferous ores

surface mined in the surrounding districts were collected

there, and put through an initial smelting or "roasting"

Between the hills on the south and west sidesprocess ....

of Khirbet ITahas and the wudyan (Valleys) on the east and

"In your wanderings, have you ever seen anywhere a 

deep hole in the ground---- a shaft of any kind?"

"A shaft?

"That's Arabic for Copper Ruin.'" exclaimed Dr. Glueck, 

"l.Cy friend," he asked the sheik, "can you take 

2U.

my father spoke once of a

"Khirbet Nahas was what its name indicated it to be, a

"-------- where men might have dug for copper."

"No there is no such place as that in the Arabah.

"brass"

us there?"

it should be cornct .



north sides lies a largo flat area packed with ruins of

and black with groat heaps of copper slag. The ruins

wore dated, and Dr. Glueck had indeed found the lost copper

mines of king Solomon I

walls, largo buildings, miners' huts, and smelting furnaces, 
u-5.
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TnTLr?i: BIBID BZ FDOVUT?CAP T.—.

It would soon from Dr. Glueck's discoveries that every

thing the Bible says can be proven 1 Indeed, Dr. Glued has

based all of his expeditions on clues and directions found

in the Bible, and we have seen the great degree of success

It's almost as though the Bible werewhich he has achieved.

Or aOr a geography book

In fact, Dr. Hueck himself has said that hehistory book J

has "tiade discoveries

Ke is prepared to gohistorical statements in the Bible.

further and say that no archaeological discovery has ever

inent s in Scripture. But Dr. Glueck tells us that the

If it were a historyBible is definitely not a history book.

book, he asks, why would some sixty Biblical sites in the

"The explanationJordan Valley go unmentioned in the Bible?

is not far to seek," Dr. Glueck tells us, "For the Bible to

have mentioned every one of the thirty-five or more Israelite

places dating between the thirteenth and sixth centuries B.C.

the east side of the Jordan

perience and perception, pilgrimage and conquest, wonder and

confirming in outline or in detail

which have been discovered on

been made that contradicts or controverts historical state- 
ii 26.

The Bible is a book which uses "fact and fable, ex

word to expound and enhance the belief in the brotherhood of
9 A mankind under the Fatherhood of the one supreme God."*10,

Valloy alone, would have been contrary to the method and pur

pose of its editors,"27*

an archaeological guide bo ok J
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And so we begin to soe the purpose of the ancient

They wrote it, not to be a

book of history, but a book representing "a specific reli

gious point of view, namely that all the world and everything

in it aro the emanation of the divine will, being governed by

divine purpose." At times the facts used to substantiate

this central theme have been retained in full detail. At

otlier times only an outline of the facts is given, and raean-

Sometim.es these outlines are mis-ings are read into them.

And we must notice that many facts were

The creators cf the Bible were much too

shrewd stoi-y tellers to burden their tales with unnecessary

details.

Which details were unnecessary to them? Any that did

not elaborate the principle that "God is One and Good, that
,.30.He is the God of history, and that all men are Ills children.

Tills is clearly seen in the following example. "A king,

according to the editors of the Bible, is great or small,

good or bad, depending upon whether or not he conforms to

that which they believed was proper in the eyes of the Lord.

Thus an Asa, a Josiah are praised and acclaimed; yet the sur

rounding civilized world

of them.

capital-city of Israel, is dismissed with a few sentences

His fame, however,

had spread so far and was so enduring that in Assyrian

annals, written long after his death, the kingdom of Israel

Hebrews who wrote the Bible.

because he did not serve Yahweh properly.

seems to have taken no cognizance

interpreted, too.
29. not included.

An Omri, however, the builder of Samaria, the now

Sometim.es
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n31.• •13 known as the land of Omni..

(I Kings 16.23-29)

Even theDo you soo now why the Bible can’t be proven?

exact science of archaeology can only prove facts, but each

"Tne Bible andone of us must accept faith for himself.

biblical archaeology complement each other in the establido

ing of objectively valid historical fact. Biblical arch

aeology does not attempt to "prove” the Bible. It utilises

its historical materials and illumines its background, but

writer.

The Bible is a human vehicle through which percep-proved.

tions of the Divine are expressed. The fact that there may

What does this

statement mean? Do you agree with it?
Does this statement sum up what we have been discussing?

"Die Bible was written byIf not, what does it leavo out?
Its authors

were religious teachers who sought to invoke Cod's name upon

In the truest sense they were co-workersevery human act.

And in the twentieth ;
Israel began Asa to reign over Judah

year of Jeroboam king of 
(I Kings 15.9'ffJ ’ ’

God-inspired men, over a period of 1300 years.

Dr. C-lueck once made the following statement to this

"We Jews don't believe that the Bible has to be

bo defects in the vehicle does not imply shortcomings in the 

concept which the vehicle helps express."'^'”

In the thirty and first year of Asa king of 
Judah began Omri to reign over Israel, and he 
reigned twelve years; . . . And Omri did that 
which was evil in the sight of the Lord, and 
dealt wickedly above all that were before him.

cannot naturally demonstrate the correctness of the theological 

content of the Bible."3~*
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3^.with God in the unfolding of the universal draina."
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WYAT DOYf. COD LOOK Lilli?

Have you ever tried to prove the existence of something

which can't be seen, but whose effects are obvious to all?

Sounds like a baffling puzzle, doesn't it? Well, it is.

Can you prove the existence of electricity?Q.

Well, youA.

tall order, isn't it. We see the effects andThat's a

results of electricity all the time, but it is impossible

to isolate, for instance, a jar of electricity J In fact,

if we should plug a lamp into an electrical source, could

that electricity be seen anywhere except as light? Could

we unplug the lamp cord quickly, cap tie end, and keep the

electricity that is in the cord?

That really wasn't a very fair question. All of us

know that there is electricity. We can even measure it

if we have the proper instruments. But there are some

other things that can't be seen and are harder to measure.

Q. Can you prove the existence of atomic energy?

A. Yes, with the proper instruments.

Wait a minutoJ You're right. Maybe we asked the wrong
quos tt on. Lot's put it this way.

Q. Can you see atomic energy?

A. No, But we know it exists.

With the proper approach, with the help of certain instru

ments, it is possible to detect those things which can't be

With aWithseen.

With the propergoiger counter we can detect radiation.

1

a voltmeter we can detect electricity.
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meterological instruments, we can even determins the exact /
velocity of the wind!

There is another force in our lives that can’t be seen .

Wo know that force by the nemo God.

'.’.'a are humans, with minds, and brains,each of us find God?

What do we look for? Artists likeHow do we find God?

He seems to have humanJJichaolangelo have portrayed God.

Writers haveform, but is bigger and stronger than man.

Eave you ever read the short story,portrayed God, too.

"Bontsha the Silent," by I. L. Peretz? There God appears

as a kindly old gentleman, with a long white flowing beard,

Do either of these illustrations mean

anything to you?

Perhaps the most detailed account of God, who He is,

where He is, what He looks like, can bo found in the Bible.

Hot; does the Bible speak of God?

Let us first consider the question, "What does God

Could you describe him? V/hat terms would you

physical or spiritual?use

The Dible, in certain passages, speaks of God in very

human torms. He walks, and talks; He has a face, and a nose,

and a heart; He has a finger with which He writes.

(Genesis 2,7)

Then the Lord God formed man of tile dust of 
the ground, and breathed into his nostrils 
the breath of life; and man became a living 
soul.

and twinkling eyes.

and hearts, and souls, and that is the proper equipment.

look like?"

Hie question is, can
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(Genesis 8.20-22)

end

Gil G.1D XXll.Ct 

(Sxodus 31.18)

Consider also the

(Deuteronomy Lj.,12)

Are all these passages speaking of the same God? How do

the various descriptions fit together? There are a number

Let's consider some of them.

And Hie Lord spoke unto you out of the 'nidst 
of the fire; ye heard the voice of words, but 
ye saw no form; only a voice.

These passages speak of God in anthropomorphic terms, 

(anthropos - man, morphe - form), that is, human in form.
Here God is pictured in physical terms, 
following passages:

of possibilities.

And Iloah builded an altar unto Gie Lord; and 
took of every clean beast, and of every clean 
fowl, and offered burnt-offerings on the altar. 
And the Lord smelled the sweet savour; and the 
Lord said in Eis heart: 'I will not again curse 
the ground any more....’

And the Lord spoke unto I.'oses face to face, 
as a man speaketh unto his friend.

(Exodus 33.11)

Behold, I go forward, but He is not there, 
And backward, but I cannot perceive Him;
On the left hand, when. He doth work,

but I cannot behold Him,
He turneth Himself to the right hand, 

but I cannot see Him.
(Job 23.8-9)

And they heard the voice of the Lord God 
walking in the garden toward the cool of 
day; and the man and his wife hid themselves 
from the presence of the Lord God amongst the 
troos of the garden.

(Genesis 3.8)

And He gave unto Hoses, when he had made an 
of speaking with him upon mount Sinai, 

the two tables of the testimony, tables of 
stone, written with the finger of God.
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1.

2.

3.

do you consider to be right?Which of these Do you have any
additional explanations?

Hie God described throughout the Bible 
is the seme God, but men's capacity to 
understand Cod has grown over the centuries 
during which the Bible was written. 33 •

"Groat Jewish religious philosophers, 
Maimonides among them, said centuries ago 
that many of the phrases and expressions 
in tlis Bible are visions which the people 
saw. When they say 'God walked' or 'God 
talked, ' these tilings are dreams or 
visions and not to be taken literully."3°«

"The Talmud says,that the Bible speaks in 
the language of man."37•
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Another question that we want to ask is, Where can

Ihe answer to tills question "is quite clear.God bo found?"

God reveals Hlmsolf right where people are — in the midst

of their hopes and hates, their loves and fears, their bus

inesses and battles, which is to say, in historical events,

and particularly, in the historical events of the Jewish

As people for whom God is real look at the past,nation.

the present, and the future, they find tiioir belief in Him

He does

recite the prayer which begins with the words, "Our God and

God of our fathers,..." We do net speak only of the present,

of the twentieth century, and of the God of the twentieth

century, our God. Mor do we refer to the God of Abraham,

men after them. We link the present with the past, and we

ii

Himself in history.

theescaped from Pharaoh's pursuing armies, and got across

Red Sea, they did not congratulate themselves on their ex

thankspert tactical maneuvering. On the contrary, they gave

And that inter-to God who had delivered them from the enemy.

the many ways in which God has shown 

"When the children of Israel finally

We acknowledge God's presence in history each time we

Hie Bible shows us

pretation of the event colored the whole of their later history.

corroborated, clarified, end seme times corrected. 

thin; ,s — history is his workshop."-'u*

pray to the God of all men, from Abraham's time to our own, 

as we pray, "Our God and God of our fathers

or Isaac, or Jacob, or Hoses, asthough God ceased to inspire



God had delivered them in their hour of peril;

Rather, they realized that

actions. The exile did not show God’s weakness; it showed

God's will. God had caused the exile, and He Instructed His

people even in captivity.

G°ds vzere stronGer than their God.

God had brought this upon thar. in return for their wicked

Thus the Lord saved Israel hint day out of 
the hand of the Egyptians; and Israel saw the 
Egyptians dead upon the sea shore. And Israel 
saw the great work which the Lord did upon the 
Egyptians, and the people feared the Lord; and 
they believed in the Lord, and in His servant 
Moses.

(Exodus 11].. 30-31)

Thus saith the Lord of hosts, the God of 
Israel, unto all the captivity, whom I have 
caused to be carried away captive from 
Jerusalem unto Babylon: Build ye houses, 
and dwell in them, and plant gardens, and 
eat the fruit of them;...

(Jeremiah 29.1,'.-7)

Those are but a few of the ways in which God showed Himself 

in hi s tory.

"Centuries later, those same Israelites wore thorough

ly trounced by the Babylonians and then taken into captivity. 

In thoir defeat, they did not exclaim that the Babylonian

He was at 

work right whore they wore, with them in time of crisis."'7*
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COP !'■! MATURE

If history can be said to be God’s workshop, wherein

wo can soo His actions, what can we say of nature? Is

he created the entire universe,nature God's residence?

Does He then show Himself inas we have already discussed.

all of nature*. In just a part of nature, perhaps a particu-

Or does God dwell someplace else?lar mountain? Some people
foci that they pray only when they are in a Synagogue.can

Others feol they

location.

And he said, "Here am I."

in a burning bush?

Do you feel that God is isolated, as the above passage 

indicates, and can be found only at the "mountain of God" or

Do you remember hoses’ first meeting with God?

Where was that?

or near a waterfall, or in some other beautiful outdoor

Mow Moses was keeping the flock of Jethro 
his father-in-law, the priest of Indian; and 
he led the flock to the farthest end of the 
wilderness, and esme to the mountain of God, 
unto Horeb. And the angel of the Lord ap
peared unto him in a flame of fire out of the 
midst of a bush; and he looked, and behold, 
the bush burned with fire, and the bush was 
not consumed. And Moses said; "l will turn 
aside now, and see this great sight, why the 
bush is not burnt." And when the Lord saw 
that he turned aside to see, God called unto 
him out of the midst of the bush, and said, 
"Moses, Moses." And he said, "Here am I." 
And he said; "Draw not nigh hither; put off 
thy shoos from off they feet, for the place 
whereon thou standest is holy ground." More
over He said: "I am the God of thy father, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 
of Jacob." And Moses hid his face; for he 
was afraid to look upon God.

(Exodus 3.1-6)

can pray best when they are in a forest,



V.'hat about the sanctuary that the Children of Israel

See what thecarried about in the desort for forty years?

Bible says about it:

And

These passages give the feeling that God was contained in

Certainly, if God dwelt in tills sanctuary,the sanctuary.

then we must also look at the sanctuary which Solomon built

in the groat temple in Jerusalem.

Which one do

you agree with?

might look at the Psalms for

Tliesome beautiful descriptions of nature and of God.

psalmists wrote some of the most beautiful poetry the world

And
may

(I Kings 8.27)

Do tiieso statements contradict one another?

there I will meet with thee, and I will 
speak with thee from above the ark-cover, 
from between the two cherubim which are upon 
the ark of tho testimony, of all things which 
I will give thee in commandment unto the 
children of Israel.

(Exodus 2^.22)

let them make Me a sanctuary that I 
dwell among them.

(Exodus 2^.8)

But will God in very truth dwell on the earth? 
behold, heaven and the heaven of heavens cannot 
contain Thee; how much less this house that 1 
have builded.

In our search for God, we

Then spoke Solomon:
The Lord hath said that He would dwell in 

the thick darkness.
I have surely built Thee a house of habitation, 
A nlace for Hiae to dwell in for ever.

(I Ungs 8.12-13)

Later in the same speech, Solomon made this statement:

And have we answered the question, "Where 

can we find God?"
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has ever known.

do you find real meaning in them?

didst establish the earth upon its foundations,

Who
Who

Whither shall I go from Thy spirit?
Or whither shall I flee from Thy presence?
If I ascend i  ' ' “
If I make raj- bed in the netherworld,

and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea;
~ - 1 me,

by Thy strength settest fast the mountains, 
art girded about with mi "lit.

(Psalms 65.7)

Who
That it should not be moved Cor ever and ever. 

(Psalms 101;.. 5)

How manifold are Thy works, 0 LordJ 
m wisdom hast Thou made them all;
The earth is full of Thy creatiu’es.

(Psalms 101;.. 2b.)

The mountains rose, the valleys sank down, 
Unto the place which Thou hadst founded for than.

(Psalms 101^.0)

Do you consider these passages poetic, or

up into heaven, Thou art there;

behold, Thou art there.
If I take the wings of the morning, 

l .1 1.11 1.. 11 11
Even there would Thy hand lead
And Thy right hand would hold me.
And if I say: "Surely the darkness shall envelop me, 
And the Light about me shall be night;" 
mven the darkness is not too dark for Thee, 
But die night shine th as the day;
Tne darkness is even as the light.

(Psalms 139.7-12)
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COD T" 17"'A" Z'CTirrCZ

Perhaps you’ve noticed that as wo found God active in

both histoiy and nature, each time wo found Him as described

It was cadi of the people who foundby human experience.

God on tho shores of the Red Sea, or Moses or the psalmist

who looked up at tho mountain and gained strength and

V.'e may not have been at the Red Sea, but weinspiration.

have been in a forest, or in the mountains, or near the

These experiences are, to quote the soap operas,ocean.

In order to find God you don’t havereal life experiences.

society, or go into permanent seclusion.1 God can be
found not only in history and in nature. He can also be

found in our own livos. 3ut that can’t be described the way

2 x 2 = 1|.

experience with God differs. Tradition tells us that the

of then was different. Tlie God of Abraham was different than

tho God of Isaac. Sadi man had to find God in his own life

If you were asked to name a man whose life reflected

God, whom would you choose? Would it be one of the Prophets?

If not, it would be interesting to know whom you chose.

Certainly a diolce of one of the prophets would have boon a

to go off into a mystic trance, or cut yourself off from 
in.

one could write mathematical or scientific formulas.

reason the Bible sajs "Cod of Abraham, God of Isaac, God of

Jacob," (Exodus 3.1-u) is to show that the experience of each

CO2 + H20---- > HgCOj

Each of us has different life experiences, and thus our



good hot.

Moat people may not realize it, but the prophets were

not those who gazed into crystal balls, read pains, and

foretold the future.

They envisioned a God who was of strict justice, who demanded

that we take justice seriously in our human dealings.

(Arnos 5.15)

You might think tiro prophets were unusual men, different

They were

exceptionally sensitive to the injustices and the suffer

ings of their people. EachBut they were not born that way.

of them resisted this quality that made than speak for the

life like everyone else’sJLord.

willing to forsake his people even though they deserved to 

be forsaken (Hosea 11.9). They saw a God who was holy, 

high and exalted (Isaiah 6.3).

And the word of the Lord came unto me, saying: 
Before I formed thee in the belly I know thee, 
And before thou earnest forth out of the womb

I sanctified thee;

In some ways they were.

They might have preferred a

I will not execute the fierceness of Mine anger, 
I will not return to destroy Ephraim;
For I am God, and not man,
The Holy One in the midst of thoe,
And I will not come in fury.

(Hosea 11.9)
Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts; 
The whole earth is full of His glory.

(Isaiah 6.3)

Hate the evil, and love the good, 
And establish justice in the gate;
It may be that the Lord, the God of hosts, 
Will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.

(Amos 5«15)

They knew a God of compassion and mercy, un-

Rathcr, they spoke forth of God’s will.

from the rest of us.



Lord

(jixodus !|..1O)

The word of C-odBut these men could not resist for long!

burned in thaw like a blazing fire, like a hammer that can

smash a rock to smithereensJ

(Jeremiah 23.29)

(Amos 3.-)

They did not say,

certain circumstances we might just possibly interpret the

will of God to be thus-and-so."

Compare the ways that Amos and Jeremiah found God in

their lives with the way Elijah sought and found the Lord.

.Do you find any similarities?

And hoses said unto the Lord: 'Oh, Lord, I am not 
a man of words, neither heretofore, nor 
since Thou hast spoken unto Thy servant; for 
I am slow of speech, and of a slow tongue.'

The lion hath roared, 
V/lio will not fear? 
The Lord God hath spoken, 
V/ho can but prophesy?

Is not I'y word like as fire? sal th trie Lord. 
And like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 

pieces?

a reasonable possibility that under

Con you see where they got the authority to speak as they 

did^ They wore compelled from within 1 

timidly, "it seoms to me

And T.'osos said unto God: 'Who am I, that I should 
go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth 
the children of Israel out of Egypt?' 

(llxodus 3.10)

to say,

l/o, when they had something 

they thundered forth, "THUS SAI TH THE LORD.'"

I have appointed thee a prophet unto the nations.
Then said I: 'Ah, Lord Goal behold, I cannot speak; 

for I am a child.' But the Lord said unto me:
Say not: I arc a child; . . .

(Jeremiah I.I^-IO)



were
real?

Do you feel that the experiences of the prophets

And do you think those experiences, which we share 
through tiic Bible, can help us to understand our own lives 

and our own experiences? And finally, do you think

And He said: "Co forth* and stand upon the 
mount before the Lord. And behold, the Lord 
passed by, and a great and strong wind rent 
tho mountains, and broke in pieces the rocks 
before the Lord; but the Lord was not in the 
wind; and after the wind an earthquake; but the 
Lord was not in the earthquake; and after the 
earthquake a fire; but the Lord was not in the 
firo; and after the fire a still small voice# 

(I lings 19.11-12)

we can 
find Crod in our awn lives the way the prophets did?



MIRACLES

"I soe where the Bible is trying to show us howcan

people lived long ago, but I can't believe everything in the

Take some of these miracles, for example. You don'tBible.

wall crumbled, do you?

We can discuss the miracles in the Bible, but before

we do we must shatter a false way of getting at the problem.

Iha t is, must avoid the statement which says,we

1.

2.

Notice that statement 2 is just as dogmatic, just as much

a statement of faith as is statement number 1. To simplify

those statements, they say,

1. Piracies do happen.

2.

Each statement implies a view of the universe to which the

speaker is committed. Tlie choice is not between faith and

non-faith, but rather between rival faiths) If we re

phrase each statement in terms of faith, this is what each

I believe in1.

2.
can

Will ch makes better sense to you?1

Hot believing in miracles is just plain 
common sense.

Miracles don't happen.

expect me to bolieve that Joshua blew a trumpet and a city 
n

I believe in a universe in which nothing 
happen that I don't understand.

,11-3.

Believing in miracles takes a monumental 
act of faith,

a universe in which God can 
work in ways that I may not totally 
understand.

would say,



There are a number of ways in which miracles may be
explained. Let us consider them.

A.

are

certain laws in nature, and that these laws are strictly

But it also implies that we know all the laws.observed.

Indeed, if God determines the order of things, He might do

things which we do not

recognize or understand.

’.Ye have no right to limit God only to those

activities which we can understand.
itLet's put it this way. Suppose you are a man from

Mar s • As your flying saucer circles above an American

city, you see traffic and traffic lights. After a while
tfyou decide that there is a lav/ which goes, Cars move when

titlie light is green, and stop when the light is red. But

then a strange tiling happens. All the cars pull over to the

side of the street and a couple of cars race through six or

Bien the other cars

But actually it is not contrary to the law; it

is

start up again.

Tills loaves you hi^ily perplexed. For this is contrary

Wo might do better to define miracle as something which is 

"contrary to what we know of nature."

It might be that God is working 

"natural" to Him even if they seem

to the law.

only contrary to what you (a man from Mars, remember)

seven red lights without stopping.

This is more modest, 

for it does not assume that we know all the laws of nature.

A populnr definition soys that miracle is something 

that is "contrary to nature." Ihis implies that there

natural" to us.

"supor-

things which are unknown to us,

in ways which are
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por the tiling Fou do not know, sitting inknow of the law.

a flying cancer, is that there is a provision in the law to

When an ambulance and policetako caro of emergencies. cur

The ambulance and the policeright of way, red lights or no.

cars are not breaking the law; they are illustrating part of

B.

power.

They believed that

creativity are never ending. These events, which seem new

C.

are miracles at all. There are several proposals concerning

the crossing of the Red Sea, for instance. Maybe ’loses knew

of a sand bar. Op the tide may have been out when tile

Israelites crossed, and it came sweeping back over the

Egyptians. Perhaps strong desert winds were blowing the

waters back while Moses led the people through. Any one

They might be God's wsy of asserting His

Ihe Biblical writers were quite aware that God's 

"mighty acts" were beyond explanation.

God is capable of doing new idlings, that His powers of

It would not be enough, however, merely to leave 

the miracle as being "what we don't know." 

positive assertion that Miracle is a recognition of God's

sovereignty over all He created.'

There are many people who favor "natural" explan

ations of the miracles in the Bible, thus denying that they

and even strange to our point of view, may not be new or 

strange to God.

appear with sirens going, tho other cars are required by law 

to pull over to the side of the street, and give them the

There is the more

the law that you didn't happen to know about. Your theory 

was all right as far as it went, but it didn't go far enough."^
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of these might have caused the "so-called" miracle.
(Soo Exodus 1!|_.26-31)

The Bible tolls us of the contest between Elijah and

the l|.5O priests of Baal, on the top of Mt. Carrol (I Kings

Elijah drenched the wood and the offering in16.20-1.1.0).

There are some who saythe water, and yet it was klndlod.

that the "water" was really some kind of inflammable liquid,

ark (Genesis 6.13-8.22). One theory about the flood tells

us

what is now Gibraltar. These mountains kept the waters

of the Atlantic Ocean out. At some time or other, accord

ing to the theory something happened---- perhaps a tre

mendous earthquake---- which resulted in the ocean waters

breaking through at Gibraltar and flooding the entire

pened tills way, but

catastrophe only'in termsa

Thoro are some Bible stories which are substantiated

The crossing of the Jordan

Dr. Glueck.

found evidences of rock slides that have repeatedly blocked

it is easy to see how the mind of 

ancient man could explain such 

of a miracle.^0*

maybe some type of kerosene.

Wo are all familiar with the story of Noah and the

that the whole Mediterranean Sea was dry land, a huge 

valley below sea-level, with only a mountain range near

Mediterranean area. No one can prove that it actually hap-

by modern geological evidence.

River (Joshua 3*9-17) has been thus explained by Dr. Glueck.

"Cross a river on dry land? Perfectly possible," says

"Here, in this region of earthquakes, he has



If thethe river aid caused it to change course.

Israelites arrived at the spot after such a slide, the

The fourth and last possibility is roullj a keyD.

Have you ever heal'd ofto the whole question of miracles.

the miracle of producing water from apparently dry stream

Probably not, but the ability to do that seomedbeds?

miraculous to the ancients They did not know very much

If one could get waterabout underground water supplies.

by digging little holes in

could that be but a miracle caused by God J And they

explained it just that way, in the language of religious

experience.

(II Kings 3.16-17)

He received the following explanation

from his Arab guide:

"Do you know, 0 Sffendi, that generations back, this

land was peopled by giants? For one of them to lift one of

river might well have been temporarily impounded behind 

>47.

Once, while standing in front of an ancient, massive 

wall, Dr. Glueck was wondering how its heavy blocks had been 

lifted into place.

a dry stream bed, what else

slides of earth and rocks, while seeking a now course.

3ven today the Pedouins in the Jordan Valley follow that 
h.8,

same practice.’

And he said: 1 liras sal th the Lord:
Make tills valley full of trenches. For thus 

sal th the Lord; Ye shall not see wind, 
neither shall ye see rain, yet that valley 
shall be filled with water; and he shall 
drink, both ye and your cattle and your 
beasts.
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Perhaps wo can see from tills, how, to ths simple

scouts of the semi-nomadic Israelites, the Canaanite cities

The Arab guide was spellbound, as if by a miracle,

wasn't he?

Tho language of the miracle has a great deal to do

'."a do not remember the crossingwith the miracle itself.

of the Hod Sea because of the miracle of the waters. V.e

remember it because it promised freedom to a slave people.

It. showed great faith in God. Consider again the miracles

about which you just read. Is not the Lord responsible for

the results? And it is He to whom the people give thanks.

Tlie fire on Mt. Carmel showed that God had power, not the

idol Baal. And that is why the story is told and preserved

in the Bible. There is a

"It is interest

ing to note, by the way, that in tills respect our Bible story

about the flood differs from the stories told by such other

When they wrote their

When our ancestors told about
i.5O.No all, the ethical lesson was the main purpose of the story

What do you think?Are miracles possible?

appeared to be "great and fortified up to heaven" (Deuteronomy 

1.2C-)?-9’

purpose in the Biblical miracles.

They Illustrate moral and ethical truths.

ancient peoples as the Babylonians.

story about a great flood, there was no ethical principle 

they were trying to teach.

those huge blocks is as if I were to lift up one of the 

small stones at my foot."
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A PEHS01T SLLICICUS?TO.T

"Aw, I don’t go for that ritual stuff I The Tempio

is no place for me on Friday night.

mumbo-junto leave mo cold. I'm not very religious, I

But I quit my fraternity when thoy started blackguess.

balling guys, and I don’t go for cheating on exams, either."

Our friend certainly

religious, or holy? TTnat does?

and cheating on exams?

it?

They consider sacrifices

51.

(Leviticus 1.1-2)

And what about blackballing
Does that have anything to do with

The Bible says that we should be a kingdom of priests 
and a holy nation (Exodus 19.6).

And the Lord called unto I-'os'es and spoke unto 
him out of the tent of meeting, saying: Speak 
unto the children of Israel, and say unto them:

When any man of you bringeth an offering 
unto the Lord, ye shall bring your offering 
of the cattle, even of tho herd or of the 
flock.

• o to bo required by God as

I'd rather go bowling, 
or to the movies, or watch television. Those rituals and

1 I t* >

doesn't qualify as a priest, with his dislike for .‘.tuals, 

but would you agree with his statement that he's not 

"very religious?" Does attendance at Templo make one

There are some Jews who believe that we must ba holy 

in exactly the same way that the Bible tells us to be holy. 

They want to rebuild the Temple in Jerusalem, complete with 

altar, and have animal sacrifices, 
it

I guess you'd better explain your answer.

an acceptable means of 

worship and commendable means of approach to God."
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Do you agree with this concept of holiness? There

are many other passages in the Stole that do not require

sacrifices and define holiness to be something quite

different. The question is, what do these passages require

in the place of sacrifices? Are all the passages, and

therefore all the requirements, alike?

great delight in burnt-offerings
And Samuel said:
’Hath the Lord as  

and sacrifices,
As in hearkening to the voice of the Lord? 
Behold, to'obey is better than sacrifice, 
And to hearken than the fat of rams.

(I Samuel 15.22)

(Also see Leviticus 16.)

And the Lord spoke unto Moses, saying: Command 
Aaron and his sons, saying:

This is the law of the burnt-offering: it 
is that which goeth up on its fire-wood upon the 
altar all night unto the morning; and the fire of 
the altar shall be kept burning thereby. And the 
priests shall put on his linen garment, and his 
linen breeches shall he put upon his flesh; and 
he shall take up the ashes whereto the fire hath 
consumed the burnt-offering on the altar, and he 
shall put them beside ths altar. And he shall 
put off his his garments, and put on other garments, 
and carry forth the ashes without the camp unto a 
clean place. And the fire upon the altar shall 
bo kept burning thereby, it shall not go out; and 
the priest shall kindle wood on it every morning; 
and he shall lay the burnt-offoring in order upon 
it, and shall make smoke thcroon the fat of the 
peace-offerings. Pire shall be kept burning upon 
the altar continually; it shall not go out.

(Leviticus 6.1-6)

I hate, I despise your feasts,
And I will take no dollght in your solemn 

assemblies.
Yea, though ye offer me burnt-offerings and your 

meal offerings,
I will not accept them;
Neither will I regard tho peace-offerings of 

your fat beasts.
Take thou away from lie the noise of thy songs;
And let Lie not hear the melody of thy psalteries.
But let justice well up as waters, 
And righteousness as a mighty stream.

(Amos 5.21-21J
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(Jeremiah 7*22)

(Psalm lj.0.7)

(Psalm 51.18-19)
It would seem, from the passages we have just read,

that proper conduct and behavior are more Important than

the sacrifices of animals and the performance of rituals

We must now ask ourselves if this is

was in Biblical times J What kind of behavior is required?

We have knowledge of improper behavior in ancient

Israel. We know that at times there was oppression of the
poor and the needy, greed and cheating in the market,

Could youstealing and swearing, adultery, cheating.

compare this with the behavior patterns of modern society?

For I spoke not unto your fathers, nor commanded 
them in the day that I brought them out of 
the land of Egypt, concerning burnt-offer
ings or sacrifices.

Wherewith shall I come before the Lord, 
And bow myself before God on high?
Shall I come before Him with burnt-offerings,
With calves of a year old?
Will the Lord be pleased with thousands of rams, 
With ten thousands of rivers of oil?
Shall I give my first-born for my transgression, 
'the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?
It hath been told thee, 0 man, what is good,
And what the Lord doth require of thee:
Only to do justly, and to love mercy, and to 

walk humbly ri th thy God.
(liicah 6.6—8)

For Thou delightest not in sacrifice, 
else would I give it;

Thou hast no pleasure in burnt-offering. 
The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 
A broken and contrite heart, 0 C-od, Thou 

wilt not despise.

as true today as it

Sacrifice and meal-offering Thou hast no delight 
in,

Mine ears hast Thou opened;
Burnt-offering and sin-offering hast Thou not 

required.



£7-

mercy, nor know-

"King Ahab
of Samaria wants to gain possession of

owned by one of his subjects, Naboth. The King offers to

buy it or exchange it fcr another. But Naboth refuses to

dispose of that which has been a family inheritance for

generations.

!
yard.

Except for names and places, could this have been a
Or an historic incident? Italy's conquestmodern stoz>y?

Hitler's Invasion of Austria and most ofof Ethiopia?

acquire what ho desires to possess, promises him the vine- 

To fulfill he'promise and to gladden the heart cf

Jezebel, Ahab's Queen, a stronger and wholly conscience

loss individual, seeing no reason why t’-? King should not

Thwarted in his covetousness, the King becomes 

peevish and sullen.

Consider this story as a case in point.

Hear this, 0 yo that would swallow the needy, 
and destroy the poor of the land,

Saying, *V*hen will the new moon be gone, 
tliat we may sell grain?
And the Sabbath, that we may sot forth 

corn?
Caking the ephah small, and the shekel great, 

And falsifying the balances of deceit;
That wo may buy the poor for silver, 

and the needy for a pair of shoos, 
and sell the refuse of the corn.' 

(Amos E. !;-£>)

an adjoining vineyard

her King and husband, she successfully plots the assassina
te 

tion of Naboth and the confiscation of his property.'

Hear the word of the Lord, ye children of Israeli 
For the Lord hath a controversy with the 

inhabitants of the land, 
Because there is no truth, nor 

ledge of God in the land.
Swearing and lying, and killing, and stealing, 

and committing adultery!
They break all bounds, and blood touchoth blood.

(Hosea If., 1-2)



Europe? Japan's warloss invasion of China?

some lands voro acquired by the public utilities in the

early days of American history?

i

Does the story in the Bible justify such actions?

(See I Kinjs, chapter 21«)

■*^e way



human behavior. But to help us

our study of tho Bible.

along*

A time to be born, and

and a time to heal;

A time for war,

"Let us eat and drink, 
best way to live each

great concern over
us, does it

provide a set of rules that we 

if wo aro to live tho kind of U-e 
help guide us, not only 

constantly trying to loam

,...of the world, 

follow in life?

Indeed, all of our study should

Do you 
philosophy of living?

Wo cannot hastily condemn eating and driucing, olc., 

for Judaism has wisely prescribed festival- and fea-ts 

for man to on joy, but should that occupy all of on. s time.. 

Consider this passage from Ecclesiastes:

for tomorrow we shall die," 

{Isaiah 22.13).

We are
of ourselvesand to improve our knowledge

Is there any kind of formula which we can 

Something that will help us

There are some who believe in

To every thing there is a season, and a time to 
every purpose under the heaven:

A time to be born, and a time to die;
A time to plant, and a time to pluck up tnat 

which is planted;
A time to kill, and a time to. heal;
A time to break down, and a time to bui_a up;
A time to weep, and a time to laugh;
A time to mourn, and a time to dance;
A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather 

stones together;

VI.AT DTPS CCD fr *'E?

V<’o have seen that the Bible shews 
and guide

can follow, each one of U3, 

that Sod requires?.

as the
think this is adequate for a

A time to embrace, and a time to refrain from 
embracing;

A time to seek, and a time to lose;
A time to keep, and a time to cast away;
A time to rend, and a time to sew;
A time to keep silence, and a time to speak;
A time to love, and a time to hate;

and a time for peace.
(Ecclesiastes 3.1-6)
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Dces this passage place the proper emphasis

and be merry?" Do you think it is good advice?drink

Do you agree with the entire passage? Are there any

sections that you don't like?

Of all the following passages, do you find any .

especially important parts? Does any one of them serve

Any combination of ideas? Areas a formula for living?

there any statements with which you do not agree? Explain

your choices.

In the way of righteousness is life, 
And in the pathway thereof there is no death 

(Proverbs 12.26)

on "cat,

Seek good, and not evil, that yo may live;
And so the Lord, tl a Sod cf hosts, will be 

with you, as ye say.
Hate the evil, and love the good,
And establish justice in the gate;
It may be that the Lord, the Cod of hosts, 
Will be gracious unto the remnant of Joseph.

(Amos . 11|_—15>)

Thus saith the Lord:
Keep ye justice, and do righteousness; 
i?or My salvation is near to come, 
And Uy favour to be revealed.

(Isaiah $0.1}

But let justice well up as waters, 
And righteousness as a mighty stream.

(Amos 5.2Lj.)

Have we not all one father?
Hath not one God created us?
Why do we deal treacherously every man against 

his brother,
Profaning the covenant of our fathers?

(lialachi 2.10)
It hath been told thee, 0 man, what is good, 
And what the Lord doth require of thee: 
Only to do justly, and to love mercy, and 

to walk humbly with thy God.
(Micah 6.6)

Seek ye Me and live.
(Amos 5.U)
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A Psalm of David.
herd, who shall sojourn in Thy tabernacle? 
Who shall dwell upon Thy holy mountain?
Ho that walketh uprightly, and worketh 

righteousness,
And speaketh truth in his heart)
That hath no slander upon his tongue,
Mor doeth evil to his fellow, llor takoth up a reproach against his neighbor; 
In whoso eyes a vile person is despised, 
But he honoreth them that fear the Lord;
Ho that swoareth to his own hurt, and 

changeth not;Ho that putteth not out his money on interest, 
Mor taketh a bribe against ths innocent.
He that doeth these things shall never bo moved.

(Psalms 15)
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There Is a general awareness of the needbeen presented.

for a new method of presentation, a presentation of the

material which can be handled by teachers who are less pro-

It is felt that theficient than rabbis or Bible scholars.

material should be student-centered, and thus the study of

the ninth grade student.

viz

cur students.

These desirata force the conclusion that a text of the

student.

ideas#

23-3U),

53)?"
concerned with differences in religion, aid ideas aboutcome

He might actually think about the necessity

lead to the goals desired by cur religious schools, 

to teach Jewish religious beliefs, morals, and ethics to

God, 

(pp»

the ways in which God works, or what God looks like 
35-U7)

CCaCLUSION

As a result of the studies and inquiries made in

connection with this thesis, the current problems in the 

area of Biblo instruction on the high school lov_l have

or interest

very type presented in Chapter Pour of this thesis, by and 

large, would satisfy the nedd and meet current problems, 

Hao toxt is couched in the language and terminology of the

It takes its point of departure from the student's 

life situation, and it stimulates discussion and exchange of 

As he is being Introduced to the sciences in public 

school, he is encouraged to think about the creation of the 

world (pp. 19-22), the science of archaeology (pp 

and the ever-present question, "Do miracles happen (pp. M?- 

As his social horizons begin to widen, he might be-

Bible should begin with problems which concern

Such a presentation could easily
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of going to Temple instead of attending the -levies on

Friday night (op. £!p-5C}. And from each of these problems,

the student is led into the Bible. In this way does the

Bible become meaningful and significant, and the study of

it becomes vital and interesting.

In presenting this thesis, it has been shown that a

book of the type required to fulfill our needs is not

’•Vhereas heretoforeonly essential, but also possible.

we have failed to provide cur people with a familiarity

with the Biblo, this text would awaken renewed interest

in the study of the Bible

Hie techniques used in this effort could bo expanded

and developed, and the resulting textbook might also discuss

such topics as death, good and evil, sin, love and sex, and

many other areas upon which the Bible dwells.

It should be clearly stated and understood that

it is not intended to replaceof this kind remains a text.

of the Bible.

Bible is to remain the "Book of Books."

the Biblo in any way, but serves only to lead to the study 

Indeed, we must consider such a text if the

as a guide for life.

a text



HEBREW UNION COLLEGE CINCINNATI

June 26, 1956

Dear Rabbi:

and will appear only

Again with warm personal thanks, I am
yours

eno.

Department of Jewish Religious Education
CLIFTON AVENUB • CINCINNATI 30, OHIO

Faithfully yours,

Morris Hershman

JEWISH INSTITUTE OF RELIGION ... new york

As a senior student at the Hebrew Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion in Cincinnati I am presently engaged in pre
paring a rabbinical thesis on the subject, "Toward a Curriculum 
in Bible for the Ninth and Tenth Grades," under the supervision 
of Dr. Sylvan D. Schwartzman, in the Department of Jewish Religious 
Education.

Toward this end I will need some statistics regarding the 
teaching of systematic Bible in grades five through ten in Reform 
religious schools. I would be sincerely grateful if you would 
please fill out the enclosed brief questionnaire and return it to 
me at your earliest convenience. It should not require more than 
two or three minutes of your time.

Needless to say, I shall be deeply grateful to you for 
your help and warmly appreciative of your kindness. Naturally the 
information which you provide will be regarded as confidential 
and will appear only as part of the total statistical study.
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APPENDIX B-l

Classob usinE The Holy Scriptures, Bible translation,

Evaluation Code:

Grade

IAIAE A IA IE

5 212 0It 1012 12 1 1

6 20023 000 0 2 11 1

36 Ij. 27 5 051 i200 1

It8 36 2It It 3io o1 0 9 1

10 2159 6 8 5 7 2 310 3.11

6 110 3It11 277 0 3 9 0 1

E - Excellent 
A - Adequate 
I - Inadequate

published by the Jewish Publication Society, Philadelphia,

Number 
of 

Classes
Meeting 
pupil 
needs

Ten classes use this volume but did not provide statistics. 

Total number of classes using The Holy Scriptures: 59

Development 
of pupil 
interest

Retention 
of basic 
facts by 
pupils 
E ‘ ~

Geared to 
maturity 
level of pupils
E ’ “



APPE1JDIX B-2

Classes using "The Bible Story in the Bible Words,"

Schwarz,
Gamoran,

published by the Union of American Hebrew Congregations,

New York, N.Y.

Evaluation Code:

Grade

IEIEATE A I E

85 li 3112 3 0 7 3 7o 9 1

86 38 112 30 9 3 0 7 3 o
6 It6 It8 0 8 37 111 0 3 1

It8 8 36 o lp.lt It 130 2 1

2 1It 19 132 0 2 2 00 2

0310 003 30 2 1 00 20

Two classes use this volume but did not provide statistics.

52Total number of classes using the Union Series:

E - Excellent
A - Adequate
I - Inadequate

Number 
of 

Classes

Bildcrsco, The Story of Genesis,
Out of the House of Bondage;
Into the Promised Land^
In the Hand of Kings and Prophets;
The Voice of the Prophets,
'..ith Binger and Sage,

Geared to 
maturity 
lelel of 
pupils 
“ A "

Development 
of pupil 
interest

Meeting 
pupil 
needs

Retention 
of basic 
facts by 
pupils
“ A “



APPENDIX B-3

Evaluation Code:

Grade

IAIE A I E A I A

5 o22 01 1 00 110 0 2

6 64 6 19 15 23 21 01

48 187 30 11 14 816 6 5 233 1
8 46 17 2613 26 4 312 26 6 8 32 2

4°9 11 25 1U 2U 211243 5 313 2

10 14 5 9 5 9 06700 2 11 0

Five classes tills volume but did not provide statistics.use

Total number of classes using Pathways: 146

Number of 
Classes

E - Excellent
A - Adequate
I - Inadequate

Classes using Pathways Through the Bible, by Mortimer

J. Cohen, Jeirish Publication Society, Philadelphia, 1946.

Development Meeting 
of pupil 
interest

pupil 
needs

Geared to 
maturity 
level of pupils
E ' "

Retention 
of basic 
facts by 
pupils
E ' “
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APPENDIX C

TEXTBOOKS DSHD IN THE STUDY OF BIBLE

The following Books

TEXTATT'OB,CHAPES

11

3
2

2

2

2

2

2 9,10

Freehof, Preface to Scripture2 9,10

individual classes only.

6

6

6

8

6

9
Brewer,10

10

L

8

11,5,6,7
6,8,8

5,5
7,8

8,8

6,9
8,10

Gamoran, Hew Jewish History.

L ewi 11 a s, Heroes of Jewish History.

Scharfstein, Si ve Boot's

Hertz, The Pentateuch

Freehof, Hoose of the Lord

Glasner, Introduction to the Bible

Krakower Outlines

Eisenberg, (Book not Specified)
Introduction to the Cid Tustanont 
(Teacher's book)

Ribalow, Caplan, Great Jewish Books

Alper, Introduction to the Bible
Freehof, Bible Legends

Zellgs, Stniw Bible
Landman, Story of the Prophets.
Pessin, The Jewish People, Vol. I

Kaplan, I’oekly Parashot
Silverman, Behold I'y ’lessen1 yi'S.

Dubin, Literature of the Biblo.

Feldman, Companion to the Biblo 

Cohen and Cpmins, Jewish Prophets

Number 
of

Classes

am used by more than one class!

The Following Books are used by

5
6
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Schvzarz,

Philadelphia,The

Philadelphia,

Philadelphia, Wes tminster

Abraham J. Feldman. _____
Behrman House, 1939

Solomon Andhil Fineberg. 
Jewish Education. 
Rouse, 193R-

•„.d of kings and Prophets.;
C; 2 the Frc-hets,

zYriC'iriPiiY

'.Tories consulted and/or quoted

e? Genesis, 
-,e. cj~Bondage;

Bible Render Serios:
Bildorseo, __

----------- The River Jordan,
Press, 191po7

- ---- The Other Side of the Jordan. New Haven, 
Connecticut, American Schools of Oriental Rosearch, 1914-C.

Gamoran,

Published by the union of American Hebrew 
Congregations, New York.

Robert t’cAfee Brovzn. The Bible to You*
Westminster Press, 1755.

Norman Carlisle. "Biblical Enplorsr by Land and Air" 
(Coronet). Jhrch, 1955.

Fortimer J. Cohen. Pathways Tbrou'i: the Bible* 
Jewish Publicatian Society, 1953»

John J. DeBoer, Walter V. Haulfers, and Helen Rand Killer. 
Teaching Secondary English. Hew York, I’.cQraw-Hlll 
bool: Co'., Inc., 1’951.

A Companion to the Bible. New York,
o

Biblical Myth and Le. :ond in 
Hew York, Behrman Jewish Book

Solomon B. Proehof. Preface to Scripture. Cincinnati, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations,

Roland B. Gittolsohn. Little Lower Ehan the Angels. 
Mow York, Union of American Hebrew Congregate 
1951.

Nelson Glueck. "Digging into the Biblical p-st. 
York Timos Book Review, Vol. LXI, No. ■ ■
York, October 28, 195&*

----------------------- "How Archaeology has Contributed to Om 
Knowledge of the Bible and the Jew ( learbo . . 
Vol. LI, Central Conference of American jama... 
191|.l.
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Toward:;

Philadelphia, Jewish Publication

May, 1952.

Life Problems,

■

(R,-ll;.icus bluer Cion)»

Paul Gorin, Toward;- -stabllshin,; a He".- Curriculu1’. for the 
noform * •.•■•!sh Rclus '• chc517 doctoral thesis, 
Piebrew Union College, Cincinnati, 1955•

------------ "Some biblical Sites in the Jordan Valiev 
.(Hebrew Union College Annual, Vol, XXIII, Part One), 
Cincinnati, 195O_-S51»

Richard C, Hertz. Education of the Jewish Child, New Verb, 
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 1953*

---------------------------- Toward a How Curriculum for the 
One-Pay-f.aV.'orl: Refci;/, Jewish Rcligicus School, 
Cincinnati, Hebrew Union College Press, 1955 •

and David S, Hachen. Meeting -ghE 
Cincinnati,‘ Rocket to Mars, 19pi>,

Marc Siegel, "The Bible Slueprint of the Holy Land," 
The Eternal Light Broadcast, January 9, 1955, 
Jewish Theological Seminary, Hew Ygrk,

-------------- "Religious Education Among American
Reform Jewish Congregations"
March-April, 1949,

THE HCLY SCRIPTURES.
Society, 1917.

Robert E. Pfeiffer. Intro auction to the Cid Tci-tanent.
Hew York, Harper and Brothers, 194-1.

£ly Pilchik, From th <? Be ~inning, New York, Bloch 
Publishing Uo., 195°,

Sylvan D, Schwartzman, "The Break-Down in Reform Education; 
Why and V/hat to Do About it?" (Journal, Central Con
ference of American Rabbis), January 1954°

--------------------------------------- "Somw New Approaches to Reform 
Religious Education" (Jewi sh Tea ch er). May, 1952.
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1.

2.

3

11 Ibid., p. 100.

5.

6.

Ibid., p. 151

6.

Ibid.. p. 13.9.
10.

11.

12.

10-11

ll|. Little Lower Than the Ar.-ols,

15. p. 122.

’’Biblical Explorer By Land and Air,”16.

17

Solomon B. Freehof. Preface to Scripture, pp.

7.

Gorin, Op. ci t. , p. 153.

13.

Loe.

Norman Carlisle. '
Coronet, March, 1955,

63.

Ibid.,

Schwartzman, "Breakdown in Reform Education; Why and 
What to Do About It?" p. 16.

Solomon Andhil Pineberg. 
in Jewish Education. Hew ifork/Belirman Ho us e, 
1932.

Sylvan D. Schwartzman. "ihe Breakdown in Reform 
Education; Why and What to Do About It? 
pp. 1U-15.

Ibid., p.

oit.

Snanuel Gamoran. Introduction to The Voles Q- tbg.. 
Prophets, by Mamie G. Gamoran. Nev; York, UALC, 
1929.

Biblo Reader Series: Bildersee, The Stori' -f Gone.ois, 
Cnl. of th'. 'o..3e of Bondage; Schwarz, A1 — 

: ? In tlL j Land of LiU'-c i’’?,.
Prophets? Gai oran, The Voice of tho rx*c.uv-j 
With Singer and Sage. published by the bn-Cfn ox 
American Hebrew Congregations.

Biblical M~~th and Legend.

Paul Gorin. Towards Establishing a New Curriculum 
"or o R< ~r. 1 Z ? >11 ’ous School, P?.
152-153. -------------

Roland B. Gittelsohn. 
pp. 30-37.

Sylvan D. Schwartzman. "Some New Approaches to Reform 
Religious education."
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APPENDIX A

AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT ON TEE TEACHING OF B±3LE

ONE SESSION PER V.'EEK

GRADE

12 2 14 15 1233 1
114 2636 136

48 962 20207 1
13 28 166 102979 1

2 11469 13 199 9
2 16 >10 39 212 11

Total number of classes meeting one session per week: 313

E’O SESSIONS PER WEEK

Time per session in minutes

30-3330-33 40-4320-25

0

6 1 1

7 1 1

8 2 11

2 19 1

1 1
T >

Total number of classes meeting two sessions per week: 7

Total
Classes
This
Grade

90 < TER
■ : 90
---- j-----

■—r
13 :

9
3 |

-r--------
GPADE

rv
is-

Time per Session in minutes 
! f ■
20-25 30-33 40-43 30-33

(Total 
Classes 
Thi-s 
Grade

60-63 73

1 10




