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1 I 1 ! 2 ~ JZ ·2 l 1 2. J 

!hi• llOte la e'folatd b7 a reoent arUcle 11lhich appeared in tbe 

Jlenorall Journal, relatiag 'o tm new in\erea\ ln an eoonomlo interpretation of 

Ai•tor')t. It ·~·a •But at the present time•• are far from this primitive 

ol•a~beadeanesa and oaziaor ill t raoing aot\l&l aoverelpty to eoonomio aouroH, 

and 1n regaruiag ell goYenameut aa prlaar1l1 u ageDOJ for the recii•tributlon of 

wealth, and 1a Oll\)t l.Doicientall.J an agem7 tor the •1ntenanoe of w.bat we oalla 

'IA• and Ord.er•. Kenoe we are alow to •M, or perb.lps taoltl1 agree not to 1ee, 

that When the aeoolld.ary lunation of gO'fertJDent oollldH with ita primar,,r tunot• 
1 

ion, it 1a th• 1eot11da?1 funot1on that mu1t gi'fe 1'81•• •• na7 apply thi1 attl-

tude to t.be feudal 119tem 1n ~land, and the part the Jewa played in it• de-

'1'he Jewa found theoael vea in the midi t o f a feudal aooiety 1J1 &n-

gland into •h1oh they cild not tit. For such a system wa s not baaed on money eoono-

UV• The Je~a, howe'fer, were the posaeaso ra or ooin. •evertheless , unoon.sciousl7 

sometime• an<l p urposely at others, the kings amployec1 the money of the Jewa, and. 

t hereby helped io break down the feud.al system. ~ven the barons, who would not 

want to de1troy a 1yatem in which the~r ai vaation wa1 mo•t important, contributed 

to its o.eatnaotion by u1lug the wealth of tm Jews. (Of oourae, the intluenoe ot 

the Jews la only one of f1»n3 f&otora that contrlbu\e d to the dest!Uotlon of the 

feuU&l. system.) 

OitensiblJ ~be Jew• were -..etul aa oapltali•ts at a time when oa.pi-
2 

tal was not eadly aooumulate<i, nor kept 1n safety. Upon aulysil one can see 

the una.erlying part that they played in the brealt-up ot the feudal ays t em b7 

int rod.ucing capital. 'I.be a1tuat1on 1n &igla nd is most ideal for a 8tud¥ of thi• 
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kiu <i since the feudal sys tern there 1s more developed than in any other count r; • 

a nd s ince t nere are numerou.s extant records or Jewish fi nanoial tranaaotiona . 

Moreover the royal power was s t ronger in Rnglanci th.an in other count rie s, ana. it 

employed t he Jews fo r aid. 'ftlll e a t t he same time it a ttempted to s e cure the power 
4 

for itself which the barons bad been accus tomed to hold . 

~he pe riod. before the .Expulsion uuring which t he Jews lived in 

Sngland, is a peri oa of constant struggle between the king an~ the oa rons. From 

the Con~ueror to Bdward 1. it is the conflic t betw~en the two &$ to t he control ot 
5 

t he co u.nt ry with t.he ldng g rauual ly winn.iug out. .u bis cozque s t "Ni lliam haa. to 

s trut;~l e with the barons who h~d su9po rte<i. bi~ , because the y wantea. to asswne as 

mucn iuuepen1Lent power a& the baro.us ttteu aid in France. William the CoO!lueror 

sa t.oo at rong tu allow t oe baronial po wtr to be fonniaable 1Luring nis reign a.lt.hou.81 
6 

he was opposed aplenty. Una.er RufU$ anu. unu.e r Henry l. t he re was a t euuenoy 
7 

towarus opposition, a uc:i in o>tepben's reign &narab3 bro:m out as a r esult, anu un-

<i.er Hen17 ll i t was only partially subaue a.. ~ere are ina.icat.ions of bar oniel 

strengt h i n later reigns, especial l y uur ing the troubl e s in tne r Pigna of John and 
9 

of Henry III. I t i• J ohn who f lagrantly violated feuual custom, and who ~robably 

cause d active conflicts against the r oyal power in the following years. It 1S 

only i n ii:uward.'s re ign that a real S!" lrit of au1.hority ;entred. in the king a lone 
10 

develops. 

I n the first p lace , t ne Jew's entrw1ce in to 1fogla11d. at the invita-

t i on of "NUliam the ..;onoue r or was tor the purv ose o r iutrouuci~ oone y int.o t o.e 

coun ~. 'i'HiEi wc.s antipathetic to t he feuual sys ~em in whicn a :.atural a:uu not a 

mo::iey economy exist.du.. tjUt WilliB.l!l ' s i nsiste.iee upo. t ile pa;,r:ieut or c ert.ain uues 

11, coin, anu n vt in 1dna., r e q uireu tnat tne l'euual l..irui. e1op loy an e c onomi c 

SJS t.em t nat was contrary to that of feuualism • .i'.he payi:ieµ t of ~cutage, for example, 



11 
mea.Dt a u.eparture trom the ol~ teu11&l system of lenJ.1.nb the king · $Olu.iers, 

ana. it was~Jew who loanea. the money tor its P&#'J'llent. ...'hu.& it bro ice u.owu U1e 
12 

feua.al system in two wa,ys. ~raa.ually , tne ent ire e ao nomic system of the na• 

ti on waa chaugeci, so tnat by ~w1:trO. •s reign, we hear of scar cely ally more a.ealings 

in ~ind at all. lt was a Jew who f irs t i ntroauced the 1.1Se ot cap i tal wi th all 
lJ 

of i 1.s ramificat ions, including money to any extent and bills of excha nge, in 

~land. As a Jew probably cont. ri butea. to the growth of traue by ~dvancement 

of ooney for the pul"pos e, be indirec t l y hel ped to change the interest of the 

country from an at titude o f narrow p rovinc1aU.sm base d on feudal tenure , to a mo re 

complex, interdependent, and even il!ten&Uonal atti tude Which coula only be <ie-

ve lo '..Jed thr o.igh a money e conomy. 

lf the Jew c out ributea to the auvanc t!men t vf tral.le i n the ua ti on , 
14 

ti, en inui rec t l~ he a icieu. ill t he t;rowth of t owns . ·~0"118 we re ne ces.>i:.ry ceni res 

for ira l.le. Moreove r, the J ew c oul11 011ly se t. t l e L . ~o,..71s bei.:ause they were the 

only pla~es i n whicn ht! cui; l-L uo ous iuess . --espite the O!J inion :.oat. towns were 

only a u.i f t'e re ni phase of t.ne 1'e.t..i..al s .;ste:n , it llUS t be s a i ..i. tnat. withcut & u.u..tot 

tney helped in it & brealca.own, touUbll i n c.D6l&!1a., the ir r eal power was not :·elt 

till muc.h lat.er inai1 "1.e 1ie r1ou of our s urvey. \jOn~eni ratioi. of interes t s was 

removeu l'ro1n t.he manor to tne town, ::.nu. in time, the t own uevelopeu gover~nt 

of its own, inuepen~e~t or t.he l orQ, anu more or less free o r the king . 

"'ut it wa.s lare,el y i n Loe c apaci t~ o i' ueing the icitlb 's a~ents that 

t he Jews were ooncerneu in t.he ue velopmeu t of the national i ns t ead of the ~euu..al 

sys t ""l· '!'nerg was c C111st&nt s t. rw~gle for powe r between the king anu. thi=- feuual 

l orcis in "'hicr. ~ontrol of t t.e Jews was a f ac 1. or as well . i.'he s o- --alleu Laws 

of Edwa rd, a n P.arl;; docur.ieut authorit a t i ve at lea.>t. in t.be th irteent.h century by 

vlrtue of t.heir enactr:i i,nt . indicate that th.ere WM a s t r .<t:>t,le between the Icing 



--4--

ano. t he barons for the cont ro 1 of the Jews an.i tJaat eventual ly the ldnF; secured 

control of t.hem. It says : " Be it iruown that all Je ws . wheresoever they may be 

111 t11e real m. are of r1 gnt uno.er the tut.elage ano. pro i: ec t1on ot tlle King; nor 

is i t lawful for ariy Of them to subject h i mself to any wealthy person ~ithout 

the King'• lioenae. Jews and. all their e ffects are the King 's pro perty. And if 
16 

a.nyone witbholu their money from them. let the Aing recover it as h is own." 

Whenever the barons would. refuse money t ~ a king lilm Henry Ill for ins 1.ance. i.he 

Jews would be employeu to supply t.he money ~8¥· In hil> reign t.he oarons even 
16 

astecu. h im woat became of all the moue1 Ae ll&Ci eucted. f rom t..ne Jews. ".Cheir r e-

fusal ot money, there fo re, brought t hem no a o.vanta geoua act i on r r om the killf be-
17 

oause h.e was &up1}11eo. with moaey by the Jews to ca rry out nis sc.nemes 8Jlyw&¥. 

the only way that the ldog cvulo. get cont ro l of the property of the ba rons , was 

by allov1ing them t,o get implloated in usurious transactions , ana. then by confis-

catinf the !Jroper ty on which the J ewish usurers helu Hens. And Jews bau control 
18 

of many manors . 

This only pur !)orts to be a note on the Jews ' part i n t ne uecay of 

t ue feud.al S ~f st tm1 . From t.h~se fe·~ fact s , it can oe seen that one wi t JJ a goo<i 

,cnovileu~e of ~lish history coulo. elaoorate on the pa r iiciJ.iat. io:. of the Jews in 

tJia.t tunc tion. It is significant to no ;,a t.hl:H tne pre- .i:xpulsion h i si.ory of the 

J ews .la .c.nglanci prac t 1cal ly co inc la.e s wi t u tlie g l"'oClual uec li .. e of 1.11e f » :J. ..al 

system. 

~his thesis, however, only purports to chronicle t he various aspect• 

tuat ilLlst ra t.e the Jews ' enconomic co:r.ui tio?1 in .:.nolanll prior t o tLe Axpulsion . 

unly incicientall~· will any r eference to tue a bove a sl-'ect be iooutioneu. 

~o much mat.erial is lackiot, 1..aat a r eally 1.boro~gh a ccount caunot 
19 

be written. '~he 'Nriter mu.st. be wary of s uc h a source as •rovey. all<l of such an 
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zo 
hi s ·, or i cu. &.s ...a!"5o l i o·.itn. wL o re l i':!u. s c ~l.4cn ·.i.ion .tcvey. .1.'J.e wr i t e r 1,:: s bee ::i 

wh ic:. c.. re onl y t oo woe fully la~iting in pu blisl,ed tor?n. 3ut. , :ieve~u1el~ s s , ihe re 

a :-e more u.o~u;:;.:;nts illus:rative of t ne ~c cnomi ::: ..!Onu it '.. on o f t he J ews i n ~nt: l ru11.i 

tnan are ex tant in any uther c ountry , beca us e t~ey were p r eserve .:i. by t r. n c overn-

r.icmt . Beca·.ise of th is , a !hl bec&;.;se the li f e o :' the Jews i n .:nrla..::u i s :·.ore 

econori i c t han anything else, we u.ea l wi t 1. t lle i r econor.ii c hi s t u ~r. 
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In oon&ider1ng the Jews in l!mgl and from the time o f their e a rliest 

recorded se t t l ement, one l!IUS t recognize them as an economic :actor. For Wil l iam 
l 

the Conqueror invited them to &ngland f r om trance• for eco numic reasons . '.!!hey 

could no c have fit into the soc iety of Anglo-~axon times where there was n o room 

for pe rsons l i ke J ews . who could not j oin the b~ ila.s, nor enga ge in usu ry in a 

country living al l'.10St enti rel y by bart• r. .aut when the Jews we re invit.eu to ~-

gland by Wil l iam the ~onqueror, theJ hau to finu a place ln the new current soc iet J 
2 

based on ionnan feuci.aliam. ~he .aanors were a compromise bet Neen t he ~ilitary and 

the Glau State. i n neither of which the Jew had a place, anu t uere•·o re he c ould 

nei the r a.o militar,y s ervi c e tor a f ief nor hola. a farm unQer ~ lOrQ. ~one~ was 

only to th.u i.a t.he .owns , chiefly i n tne rmricet- towns. auu a .;:.:orQingly it is on ly ln 

t hese t .aa.t Jews •re to be toun~ i n the iAiaule ~s . ~ne wnole constitution of 

me 111aeval ..;nria t.ena.om forceu tne J ews into t he t owus , a nu. prepa.rea. them t or the 

function of helpillb to cha.ube the eoono~ of Angland from a bart&r to a money 
3 

s;,·stero. 
4 

Yet i t was uot until tile thirteenth centu ry tn&t money came int.o popular 

use. 

~hougb Fuller may not be an accurate historian yet he nau QOCumente 

now unavailable . which were probaul y used as a basis fo r this statement foun<i in 

his 1'.!hur~h History of J:lritain" , under date 1085: "The Coni;; '.lr!ro r brought !!'Any 

Je·1.'s f rom Ro&n. anci. set t l e d t hem in London, llorwich , !,}anb ria ge . lforthampton . etc." 

Another manuscript reau.s : "The J ews wh o uwelt i n Lonu.on. whom his (~fus' fat.ue r 
6 

(the 'Jonq..eror) ha~ b r vught thi Luer from Rouen." 
7 

fovey .i:t lso s~y;; that William 

brought them over t o Lllt;lanu. f ro:n lformanay. lm::~u.iaiely after lOoci la rge numbers 

5 
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ot Jewa oame to lmgland from Rouen, Caen, and other Horman towna . He adds that 

it was done "upon a peouniary conaiCleration." I f this sboulCl be interpreteci as 

a bribe on the part ot the Jews, Hyamson would dht'Jurage it. ?or it is not likely 

t hat William who needeu the J ews for his interests, would require a bribe from 
9 

them . 

At t he time of the Conq':lest \.here we re but 1.wo cla.s .. es in .ciQglancb 

tne u_,per anu tne l owe r lanlled classer.; . 1.1.'here was no miuul e ur cu.:-cne rcial class . 

But the entrance of the Jews fille d. t his gap . ~revious to William's comine;, r;n-

e,lauu hau exist-all well witL Its two classes , wi th tne ba.roru> 6Ilu 1.ue villeins 

aluue , because tneir ini.erests we :-e only &t nome. ~ne reuJ.a.l syste1n wo.s uot oased 

ou money economy. taymenta were uaually ua<Le in id nu, which, of course, became 

U.ir'ficult in function1D6 wi tu the auveut of lllorman a iv llhatlou an...i. its influence 
10 

upon t he expansion of Interests. ior witu it came IJ.ew com.;.unicatLms wi tu toe 

Continent. Wi lliam wa~ not only llinb o: Xnglanu but also lJuke of lionnandy ; the 

large portion of tne territories of the kiug of .i:.nglanu we r e on tne .;o:itiuen t . 

The same :Sorman infl..ien::e tha t was bl"O.!f'llt to bear on other thin._;s .ii:nglis.ll. was 

elso !!8tie upon t he clngli.sh economic struotur~ . ?olit.ical relati ons be t··1een : or-

manuy anQ ~ngland u.emanded c onstant conr:iuni~at1on whi~h b-ave ~ore fre~ uent oppor-

tunl ties for t raue . ' .. 'he tact that bot1 lanu.s we re una.er one rule r r:iaue trading 

more se~ure arui profitable . 

ilcept fo r some trc.u.e ·oet ::een t11e uort nern ~v'Nlls 1:uL the ..JCb.lluina-

vian countries , the l'o reign traue of ~'l;.gla.!...,. was ~ar:rie...i. ou b:i for~i6ners . ilemish. 

?rench , !Zennan, Italian, anu Spanish mercl.ant s came as traa.er s. 'Nuol , sheepsitins , 

blues , tan .,eo. le.i t.her, t. in, lead., anu in t:.Oud ~;ears t;rain, salt-meat , atJU. u.airy 

p rouu.::ts were e,llporteu., .mglanCl was behinu most of .i.urope in ino.usirial matte rs 

so t.r.a.t much coul1.1 oe bruue;nt iuto the country that "Has in u.emauu, of botb 110.tural 
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11 
&nQ manufaotured products. ~ish commercial activity haQ begun t he revival ot 

-town life anQ t.b.e growth ot coll'l!ilerce in ~land. l ong before the \Jonqueu. ·J:ne 

stoc~ of money in circula t i on was inc reaseu by the ~iscovery of silver miues at 

Goslar, lie~. ~e SWeQ1sh Vikings n&Q openeu up traae batween Cons t antinople 

a ll(L the Nor th t.llrough Russia. ·~e Italian me rchants of .d&ri, AmalI'i, an11 otner 
12 

cities, ha<1 reached the easteni "8diterranean. ~here wa s a rapli development 

or lnuu&trial ana. c o!!IIl8rc ial flanued, Lorraina, lfort.b. liennany , ana. the 1"rench 

cor:Ynunes . Iew cities erew up within the ol d Roman Empire , an~ beyonu its l imits 

a.t Hamburg &.nd l:sremen, S t raasbourg, Cologne, anu othP.r German t owns bau risen 

to impo~tance under the wise rule of Otho II (975), anu the fostering ~are of 

archb ishops and bishop•. s. Omer, Bruges, a.nu other Flemish to•ms alrea<i.y attai ned 

c onsiuerable status an<1 i -;-portance. ..'he northern towns exercized. a g reat i n-

fluence on Brita.in tJ, roubh ccx:rneroial intercu.lrs e a.uv. LI :-uugt. settlers who 1m­
l~ 

migrated to ~nglanu. 't he Italian cit. ies ~e rived their v i gor fro::i ~0115 t.antinople. 

Italian co~ ..eroe r eviveQ in cent.re:; which p reserve<.! tnei r allegiauce to the 

eastern a:nperor. ~rri w&s oue of the firs t I t.al ian ~1 ties to s how this . '.l.'he 
14 

coue of mero&l.ltile law er.ianateu. from t he city of Amalfi. •.Chis .; i t y na11 t.1e 

first I talian fa t::tor y Qt vonstan1.inople. It engagea. in t raQe wi1.1~ .i..ntioch in 
15 

:>:1ria. , anu. wi Lt; tne ~,obamweu..a.us in ~ici ly anu. in !orth 4fr1~a . ~llus there were 

two aa::>t &.nci. west lines or trau.e, one ti.rout)! tr•-= .,al tic , o.11e ol.hclr 1.nrouv1 t ne 

J.Seu.it erranean. ·~he:.t we re ~oll4ecteu. oy 1.wo north anu. soi..t.h r uat.es, one 1.1.r1.1ugh 

Flanuers auc;a. t'ra.nce, tne othe r acros s t!le J..lps f ro:J Italy to Ge nn ~ anu. the 

H.lline t owns . .tmglauu. was bro~ll \. into close r con tact witr; this commerce by its 

new politi~al connect on with Normanay a~ the t ime of the ~onouest • .Merch.a.J1ts 

followed in t.he waite of the Conqueror from Rouen, :he CB,!Jital of Normandy , to 

London because it was mo l'e fit for their trading and bette r s tor eu with rnerchanai se. 
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Arttaana came from llaadera under the protection of William 'a queen, Matilda, who 

waa a J'lemiah prlnceaa. Gennan mercbant;a, all"ea~ in London from Kthelred the 

Unrea~'a time, became 'te ry acthe. Dlploroatio a nd e cclesiastical missions to 

Italy were 118'18 b7 way of t he Seine ( thro~ lliorman11y), the iibone, and. llaraeillea. 

The wool of Jmgland waa e "'!1orted by the same route to the l ooms of i lorence and 

Lucca. Italian. imrohanu controlled the oom:neroe w1 t u haly, an<.1., by their pre-

sen.ce in Rn_glanu., brought Rnglana. in ... ? contact w1 th the rapia. aavances made in 
16 

business in Italy because of its traa.e expansion i n the east • . 
Probably local trau.e developed as well. Certain manors begau to 

exp ort their surplus proauots. •niese aanors became the nuclei ot towns. Their 

innabitanta began to realize that their business waa aer1ous l,y res tricted by 

o'bl1t;atiuua t o the lor<i ot the nauor; t.be,y wasted. to become free to engage in 
17 

traa.e aw. to livs as they pleased. 

I n auch a ai tuation p~enta in kind proved clumsy, and unao-

ceptable. ':he wandering foreign mero.hants , most of them Jews by the '118.1, woulcl. 
18 

mainly conduct their buainess for ca.ah. Ooin anll a commercial class became a 

necessity. The Jew with his reaa.y coin could well fil l the financial need. Oun-

ningbam sayss "Th& Bngliah Jews eeem to have been of l i tt le servic e to industry 

or corrmerce, but they uncloubtedly facilitated the important fiscal chan5es which 
19 

" were carried out in the pe riod succeeding the Norman Conquest. rrobably tbey 

did not lena. ~o the mer chants thems elves because the rat e woula have been about 
20 

forty per c e nt., too high for profi t t o the merchant. It one c ould trade with 

profit on borro~eu money at such a high rate of int e rest profi t must have been 
21 

very high despite the great ris~s run by him in medieval times. But even 

thuugh we bave no recor~s of the Jew& ' aiu ia the exteusion of traue , the1 mus t 

J:lave Jlelpell cons ia.erably in aup,;lying mone7 for i t. secause they were the only 
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a 
oapitaliata, they were a sigzi anu. perhaps a oauae or inoreaseu c0111Dercial aotivity. 

•ow money waa founcl only in the t.owns, chiefly in the !I&rket- towna , ano. it ia lJl 

tuem that we find the Jews of the Jili<.a.ule ~·· ~he manors were a co111>romiae be-

tween the Ullita~ and the Olan State, in neither or Whic h the Jew ha.c1 a place, 

and there fore he could neither do mi lita!')' aervice tor a fief :ior hold a fann 

under a lord. The whole conatitut ion of medieval Christendom forced the Jews into 

t he towna, and prepared them for . ~e fWllltion of help i ng to transform the econ-
23 

ooios ot &urope from a barter to a money system. 

Thia transition came in the eleventh anu twelfth centuries. It 

sprea1.1 f rom tile ~1.ng as bea.U. vf the l.1111'.ary State u.o·nnwar..ts; he touna it more 

e fic i ent to employ meroenaries una.er .b.i& continual control than to aepend upon the 

often unwilling service of hla vassals. Hen~e the increasing practice of oormnut -

i .ag t.he J.uty Jf military service for a t'ixeo. aum, scutage, int. ro..uiced by Henry 11 

ln llb9. ~ia later on l e<.a. to ~eneral taxation not alone of vassals but of all 

persons livill6 in the territory un1.1er the control of the iti.116 as in t he ~ala~in 
24 

tithe oollecteQ in 1166. ..·he same practise waa soon tolloweet by abbey• and mon-

aateries wh~ ueaireu. to builu anu. oy tne supe rior nvoles who wlsheu to nave a 

torlle at their OOl'lllll8ll..t, or aesire\l to builo. castles , or t.o go on a crua&ue . For 

all these purpose , warfare, t.ax.atio~ , ouila.iDg, or crusauinG, actual cash was 
25 

much more efl'ic i ent than aids in lcinci or s e rvice. ~ u:ami ru..tion of the .. Hun-

dred Rolls" leaves the impression t hat \.here was a most rap id g rowth ot both 
26 

foreign and int ernal t ratle from 1066 on. But where 1'ere t he kings, nobles, and 

~le~gy to get any large sums ot coin? 

Anxio1ts that the feuual dues be paid him i n coin rathe r than in 

kina. , Nilliam rec;ardea. the Jews as a ~apital ist el ·:ncn i f avorable to his uesire . 

He wanteu to have oora.and of money , bu1. tl1e wealth o,· his suujec1.s b"8ne rally 
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oonsiste~ of lan Q ana. bOoa.s. ~he Jews could be oallea. on to auvance money to 
27 

the King while the taxes 1·1ere being colleated in kind. For it took man,1 years 

to ema l"Ge from natural to money eoonor~. &a late aa the early part of the nrel tth 
( 28 

oantury a part ot t.he royal re'fenae naa. been co1lected in kin.Cle and at the 

beginu i.ug o! John •s rei.8Jl. liugo .Barci pa¥• tor an i nquiey one palfrey ana. a 
2i 

sparrow.ban. Kaat.er Jilohael in l'O~ ghea five uaro anu six skins of lutae 
;50 

t o nave lana. and a house Whiah he clAims iii hi• rignt. &.n.Q. inoeritance. ~he 

Jews ooula. aia. i u the aupplyiug of money to the urown by lenuing mouey to a 
~l 

taxpayer. 

Before the llorma.n OonC!ueat, cas t les were rare in .n:nglana.. lt waa 

Wil l i am'• policy to control the country by cas t le• at every town anu • t rategic 
32 

nui r.t in the kingdom. Undoubtedly the Conqueror neeaed the money of the J e1'18 

t o finance these projects. The buildi~ or oa u1earala and ot !ler ecclesias t ical 

buildings was probabl y due to the aid of the Jews. 

~hey spoke Bonnan ~rench just as the up~er clas~es diu. Thei r 

transactions were OBinlJ wit l. the barons anu. t.he a · oots, ana. only inuirectly at-

fected the com11 on people, wno liveu almost entirely by oarter, auu had no reason 
J3 

to resort to the Jews for money. ln this "'&:I, 'oy tne use of money, the barons 

starteQ t o b~ealc down the feu<1&l sys t em in ~ich they were the main part . 

i.nci ao it was, at William•• invitation, that. the Je·~·s came to 

AD.glana. abo~t 1070• bringi ng with them coin that. spee<rlly bOt into circulation. 

~he first few 9ears ot William 's reign were ~pent i n conquering Anglish oppon-
35 

enta . ~ut. by 1070. tbe camp of Berewar~ the Wake at ~ly was the only centre 
~6 

Of a rmed resis t.ance, anu Willis:n bet)&ll other t han military policy. In 1071 

he conquered Rerewara. the Wake, and practical l y completeu the ~onquesi . all.Q by 
37 

l v72 the Conquest oan be sai a. to nave been absolutel y complete. lt waa in these 
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years that William could have bad time to plan an eoonomiQ polioy ana to invite 

the Jews to carry it out. Hoveden stat es that in the fourth year of his reign. 

he held a council of his barons, in whioh it was provided "that the Jews settled 

in this kingdom should be wider the king's protection; that they shoulQ not sub-

Ject themselvea to &lJY other wi t.hout his leave; it ia uecla~u that tney ana. all 

theirs belong to the king; and if 8Jl$ shoula. «etuin any of their goods, tile king 
38 

ini gilt challenge them aa hie 011n. " ~be statement of William's proteotion vf 

the Jews woulu show hi• interest in them • 

..&. <iooument tella of the set ~lement of the ~ewa in Oxfor~ in tne 
39 

year 1075. ~'uller aays that they settle« in Cambri~ge in 107~ . in London in 

"° 1070• an~ that it was at the invitation of William the Oo?Ulueror, who baving 

put Lne atfaira ot tne count17 well in nanu in the years a f ter tne Battle of Bast-

iD6-a in 1006, coulu look to his own an~ hia couut17's a~vanta.ge abo~t t he year 

1070. In gett ing ~lana. entirely under control, William employed mercenary 

troops. 'lbey were largely employed against the rebellious gl"Oups 'tlbo rose a g-ainat 
41 

hirn from tine to time. There had to be money to pay these foreign troops from 

&ranee and lritta:a;y. The Jews lllU8t have come in good stead then. '?he re is a 

possibility that Jews mignt have le ...tt money to such a noble as Earl ~lph 'tlbo 
42 

revolted against William. and employed meroenary soldiers in his t ropp. 

lt was in 1086 t hat the .Jomes~ Book, an economic census of all 
~ 

the wealth of the kirig~om, was complete~. In it we have na~es that sound Jewish. 

in\lioating that Jews mignt nave nelJ. lanU.. We find. tne l.ame "Isaac•• ment ioned.. 

~he nauies i n Lhem~elves, however, p rove nothing bec~u.se we fin~ a Christian Isaac, 

Bishop ~isa 'a ~rovost at Wel l s, i n the &xeter .uomesday. The name "Abraham" also 

oc-:urs in .uomes<l.8iY. '.Che son of J&anasae is ment i one<i in a.n incomplete sentence-­
Th~" t-.~~o....,ca·. 
11.Uwi aheritf holus •·rom t.ne king \i WO lliCles ana. a. halt at .Slices tone ••• this land 

" Manasse& bacnagbt from him with out license of the id?Jg." 
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Mlmu••• 1a a non-Biblical name, auo. is not. often fou.nu. . ~.here 
4" 

was , noweve r, & Jilan&aaea Arahbia~op 01t Jll81ma, ina.ioatillg t h.at it was employed b7 
•6 

Cbriatiana. It might, however, belong to & Jew. ~.be faot. that a special li-

oenae i• mentioned. to blq tbe lanu.. might alao inClioate that .be wi:.s a Jew. 

•e alao reao.1 -rbe aa.me biahop hold.a Staplebrid.ge • •••• •• • Ot !be 

aame lam Manaaaea bold.a tbree virgatea whioJ:l William, the king 's son, took troa 

the church without the oonaent of the bishops and. the monkS ." 

Prom theae aoant7 faota, in concluaion then, we na7 •&¥ that the 

Jews were gene rally prosperous, earning a good livelihood. 
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Ill 

!JI.UAM 3l1lOS - 1087-1100 

'IUliam Ru.tu• waa a poor Christian and ne favored t.he Jews in his 

his litei.ime • and baci iuaiated that the ch<!rob lauO.a were fiett., subject to feudal 
1 

servioea. lllfua with his minister, Banulf i'lambani, maintained this view, anci 

wnen Lanfranc, the .lrohb1shop ot OanterbU17, '11ed. in 1089 , i.hey treated the see 

as a lay tiet, whioh .bad. esoheate~ iuto the ~ing'• lancia, collecting i ts l"evenues 

anu not filling its otfioe. ~e same a~tiOL. 'Na& evinoed in regara. to the aobe3 
2 

of Ih1ry St. £dmmuia, after the u.eELt.tl ot Dal<iw111, anci to oi.her bishoprics anC1 
.} 

abbeys t hat fell vacant. ~he sees were tanueci out 1.0 the nighest -011.1ciera, us-

ually Jewa, •ho woulc1 have no quelma nor t ec: r of penalties that Christiana wo•..i lc.i 
~ 

have ha~ in this pos i tion. Jacobs would ~aorel.lit this condit ion as beiDg ata i. eci 
6 

in a tainted aource. But we mq have a recora. ot such a situation in that al-
6 

re~ quot ed in the -..&ion on Wil l iam the Oonqueror1 ~The same bishop holds 

Stapleridge •••••• Of the s ame l&ntt ~nassea holds three virgat ea whi ch William, 

the king's son, took from the church without the consent 01' c;be bishops anci moilka." 

It Ruf us acted i n a similar way when he ruled, it might i ndicate 

that he had fanned out church lands to the llanasses ( the Jewt, that i s ment i oned • 

.lt this time 1 t is said :.bat Jew:> in Oxforci. ownea. houses which were frequented 

by scholars tor purpos es of i ustructiou. In course ot time t hey were ~al led 
7 

halls: J&oyae•aa Hall, Jacob 's Hall, ana. Lorribaru.'s Hall. Wuen 1.he University it-

self was besun it naa. no ouiluint,s of it.s own :or cla~~es or for l oa.gings . The 
8 

lectures were so.ax:: t i rnes given in hired hou.see. DUt we know ot no schoola at 

Oxfora until aoout 1167 when Henry II recalled all ~nglish cler ioa f r om beyonu 
9 

the sea. r e rtiaps t his re t erenoe to t nese J ewish h ~ses inuica tea th.at schools 



--10-

were in O:dord be tore 1167, and. that the Jews were an influence in their beginning. 

lt waa a.uri~ Butua •a reisn that the first Crusaa.e took plaoe. 

'?hough Qiglishmen ciid. not participat e in large nwnbera before the third Crwaade, 
10 

there were a few of them who engaged in the Pirat Crusade. Undoubtedly the 

Jews played a part in lending these ~rusaciera money aa they did those who parti-

c1pated in the '!hini Cniaada. Such movements a1 the Crusades brought the Cruaa-

dera into c ontact -with the Genoese and the Venetians who assisted in the Crusades 
11 

as a me thod of pushing business connections. In this way. there was opened a 

still greater field for &nglisn traa.e . ~ 

(f 
Despite the fact that Rufus baa. a financier' gre .d.y for reverence, 

i n the pe rson ot Ra.nulf ll'lambard, the incolll8 o f the king Q..id. not meet his expen-

ditures. ~he problem of increasing the revenue waa oue of the major concerns of 

the suc~essive governments. and the e~ortion from the Jews was employed tu 

aiu. i n el1minatillb the 11it~'icult7. Hor William of Malemesbury says: "lobo'4' 

J1Ga. an:; cash except t he mo:i.ey-lenuer l usuall1 tbe Jew); no cle ric could get on, 
12 

uuless he was a peit3fogge r, nor any priest get a living unless he paiu tor it.• 

~hi• shows how important mouey was getting to be in ~uglis.h aocietf• 

Moses the Jew i& mentivned ae a man of grea1t wealth and ab1litf 

in Rufus • reign. He was e vidently U1.e owner of the "great measua5 ... ", the Kusick 
13 

Rouse in Iorwich. Bven at this ea rly date after their set tlement in Bngland• 
14 

Jews were weal t~. They increased in prospe rity during Ru1fue • reign. 
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lV 

'?he matter of investiture came to a heaa. a.uring Heney •a reign. 

In 1106, Anaelm, the Arohbilhop, ana. Benry came to an ~reement whereb¥ church 

official• were to oe eleoted b7 the proper churoh b0<1iea, but i n t he presence of 
l 

t l1e kiilt; or hia representatives . Mo longe r oould the s eea be tanned out to J ewa. 

'lb.ere are no refereuces to Jen in Heney 'a reign till 11~0 when 
2 

be t ined them the enonaoua amowit ot It 2,000 (la 80,000 in preaen t-<1&7 currenc)' ) 

because they are aaia. to have kille~ a sick man. The~ P83 It 620 to the t reasUl')'; 

ana to Rubi gotaoe (Babbl Jooe or Joseph) i n two pa3!1lent s ot 100 and 80 marles 

ot silver; to Manaaaer the Jaw 00 marks of s i lver and twopence; t o Abraham the 
3 

J ew 15 marks of silver; and they owe ' 1 . 166 l 3a . 4d. ~he king cannot have 

be~u inaebted to tnese men fo r t he respective amounts. The two figures to be 

paid Rubi gotaoe iudica1. a two loans to the king. l u regara. to the whole matter 
4 

it is probabl y so:?l8 charge of mat;ic tu.a t was involved. Bas ia.es this amount and 
+wit.rt ~T'-

a te·u orainary ii.ems no other reoora.s of J ews cont.riout iug more than the resulting 
" b 

total, • 2,208, to the 41ng. 

~he k1Dt; a1a.e~ J ews and ~hris ti ana to collect a.ebta by cnarglng a 

tee. .i:Glb i Gotace ana other Jews owe .illm 10 mar.c:o of go la. for nelping them to 
6 

recover their debta again.at earl Banult. Abranam and M9ueleaalt renaer a~c~unt 
7 

f or one ~ola mark for tho recovery of their aebia again.st Osbert ~e Lei~e&ter. 

Jac.:ob anu h is wife ren~er &cc Juni of 60 silver .narka tor the plea between them 

and. the n.en of Westminster Abbe1. ~hey quit t hemael'fes to the kiut; by .dng's 
8 

writ. ~he 9rominent men to Whom the Jews lent money are t o be noted• Richard 

son ot Gil bert owes 200 ma~~s ot silver for the help which the king 6'1lve him 
9 

against the Jews about hi• debt•. ~ut the J ews, Rub i gotsoe, Jaoob and Manaaser 
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10 
pay the king Ii 24 down for help against Richard. Richard had only promised 

the money but the Jews had paid some down. ~his indicates that the king was not 

averse to helping ei ther the creditor or the debt or, provided he received a bribe. 

Jlost likely the Jews usually secured his aid by this means beoau&e they had 

the rea<ly cash to make a payment. ~he ~ebtor, of course, would be less liable 

to nave money with whicn to bribe the king. In John's reign, Jilias b. Aaron 

pays the kiDg one mark of golo. to have a writ to remind Roger .;onst11.ble to pay 
11 

bia a.ebt. lwneroua other ezamplea of p~ent to the ltiDg for ai<i i n the col-
12 

lectiou or ~eota ocour. 

lt waa during tile reign of lienr,y l that. the system of the .iUoheqaer 
l~ 

in use more 1Jr leas apol'a'lically waa definitely established. 

It waa in this reign that the old. monaateey 1'ounu.eu. by Puraaena, 

a holy Scot, at durgh Oas ~le, near Yannouth, i nto which lCing Slglbert is said to 

have retireu. after bis conversion, became the p rope r t y ana. resiuence of a Jewish 

family. Por none but Jewa woul d have lived in t he fonner abode of a monastic 
14 

order. 

Since there are so few references to the Je-:1s i n t he long reign 
15 

of Henry I, we may in:er that the3 were contented and prosperous. 
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v 

SilM'Hi! 1136-1154 

Stability ot gove rnment. wao laoldug in tbia perio<i, &D'l, in con-

aequenoe, the Jew auttereu. ?et at this time the¥ began to aettle i n provincial 
1 

oentrea, although the Londou Je'W'r7 was •till the center. With the accumulation 

of wealth d.uriug the three pre 'W luta reign•, their aeourity vanished, and opprea-
2 ~ 

sions arose. .Alriug the ana~. Jews could. not oolleot their debta. 

2be Jew bad to ~ Maud an exchange of money: and later three 

" and a half to Stephen in order to s ave their housea from beillg burnt by lnoen-
5 

diaries aent out by Stephen, Who had al r eady burnt the house of Aaron b. laaao. 

It i s said that i.aron'• house was burnt because he denied payment of money to the 
6 

king. !Tobably the kiug had ~emanded m~ney; the Jews had uelaye~ payment; and 

Stephen, in consequenoe, bad burn\ t Aaron's house, ~ua threatene~ to put other 

hoiaea Of the Jews to the flames. We have a Je~isn account of the 1Je raecatiou of 

the Jews in 1146-48 ~ur~ug the second &nQ tb irQ CruaaQea, but in :.dlglanQ the~ 

aeem to nave escaped. In 1146 ~tephen haQ reoovereQ the tnrone, &nQ in 1147 we 

reaQ froo ~phrai:n b. Jacoo ot .ae>mu ''In &ngland the Aing or Heaven aaveJ. the 

J ews 'hro..igh the .41.ng of 4ngland. He turnea h i s heart so that be pr otected them 
7 

8..ULl aa"We<i. their lives &nQ property." On'1011btual7 the king waa well pai ci, and. 
8 

perhaps he realizeu. tbe f inancial val11e o! the .Jews to .nis kiJJgQOm. 

lt St • .tsemaru •a plea on behal t of the Jewa ... n writ tell to the 

Christiana of ~ngland , ana i f it referred to tne Jews a.n~ tne Christiana of that 

ovUDtr;y, we woul u have an iwiicatiou of Christ iana as well aa Jewa pra~tising 
9 

usury, despite the Church-prohibi tion aga i nst Christians inuulging i n the 
10 

buaineaa, and the op inion of the lai t y anu of the muni~ipal cou~ta which appe&1'8 
11 

to have been lesa lenient than that of the ecolesiastica. St. Dernard &Iida I 

-
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~But you ma.y denand from them (the Jews), acaording to the apostolic mandate 

(of Eugenius 111) that all who take up the cross shall be freed b~ them from 

all exaction of uu17. '' It the Jew was no t allowed to rece ive interest on mone1y 

loaned to a Uruaader, he rauat have bat.I. to require a large pleuge. And. since 

many of the Crusaders tailea. to ret u.rn. tlle ple<ige. usually p ropert)'. tell intc1 

the handa of the Jew. 

Ot oastles more i;han 1115 were built during the reign of Stephe111. 
12 

'/or the moat part resort b&d to be naae to the J ew for financing t heir erection~ 

13 
.LA.lricg the U'Oubloua ~ ot Stephe11 '• reign both parties u.sec.i. mercenaries Wb10 

may have been paid with money borrowe'4 from Jews. Stephen passed a law tnat 
14 

all property of a dead uaurer become tr!e poperty ot t ue Jd.ng. If this was 

~trictly enforced., (aa it waa not i n later reign&~, the ahil~ren of a Jewish 

usurer bad to start manhuoo. an<i business with nothing at all. And one wonaera 

how a wlcloW ooulcl ex.in With no inneritanoe. .UOubtless, there were numerous wa.ye 

of c onoealing propert7, wtrl.ch were overlookea by the authorities. 

Stephen ~ave up the practise of fann ing out vacant sees ana 
16 

benefices to Je"•• 

Undoubtedly, at the Je'lr8 being a ccus ed of martyring Wi l l iam of 
16 

liorwioh. theil" property wa s pillageu. as probably happened after every simila~r 

17 
ahar~. In Stephen's reign we see the first signs of actual violence exertedl 

against the Jews with ita concomitant des t ruction an<.1. cuntisoat1011 of iJro.Jert;v· . 
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DPt II - 11§4-1189 

!en17 II aul>cllae4 the rebellious nobles to such an extent that he 
l 

beoame Bnglancl'• moat powerful king up to this time. Bis reign markS the end. 

ot t he bitter period of Jewish ata1 in Bngland. William of IeWbury writess " lie 

(Henry 11) favoured more tllan •• rignt a people treaoherous an<i unfriendly to 

Chriatians, namel7 JeWiah uaurera beoauae ot the great ad.v.antages which be &aw 

were to be .bao. from their uaurlea; ao much ao that they beoame proucl an<l atitf-
2 

neo.iaui againat Christiana anci brought many ex&otiona upon thelaf Because Henry 

was no friend. of the Church, the ahiet enency of the Jews , theik' position under 
3 

him was e:xceptionall1 favorable. ~he Pipe Bolla also show the Jewish oomunmity 

• 
as numerous and well-to-do. 

Abraham ibn bra in hi• 

to .Qglai1<i in 1168. makes th1a remark on ttie aim of life being t11at of tearing 

and aerviJJg the Lord& •»an was c reated for thia, and. not for heaping up ricnea 

nor for buil<liDg houses to be lert for utbers tlbile he himself shall be in the 
5 

grave, nor for enJoying th.e ueligllts of good," eto. Since ibn 4ara wrote this 

treatise tor Jen in Kngland, he must have had in mind the prospe1'1t7 of the 
6 

4ngl1ah Jews of t he time. 

In contrast to the unorganized reign of Ste.phen, that of Henry 

II was of exceedingly great power--so great t hat he bro~t about some sort of 
7 

f inancial and judicial atabilit~. But Henry, though fond of money , was not a 

financier. Re neve r devised a fertile tax, and his revenue was small because 
8 

his financial deal ings ~isplay arbitrary and caprloi ous action, ent i rely in 
9 10 

acoord with his charaoter. Yet Henry trieu to aevelop his revenue and, of 

course. the Jewa were concerned in this endeavor. 
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In the time ot his ru.le there appears a strong exchequer, and a 
11 

oontinuous aerie• of .Pipe Boll• 1'h1oh b&Q been kept but sporaa.1oall1 before. 

Henry also auppreaseQ the olerioal authority that had increased durit1g Stephen'• 

reign. ~•er;y eD&ctment of bia was aimed at some f orm or lawles~as, feWial 

or eocleaiastioal. ~· Jews oould. well fit 1.nto hia polioy because their enellle• 

were tne barona and. the ohurohmen t.oo. 

Soutage waa 1ntroduoe4 at this time ae a blow against !eudaliam. 

lt was a mo.lley-equhalent tor militar,v service, tor that of the fyr<i and. that 

or the m111taey tenure•• Henry Ured. meroenariea, payiDg them with the exemption 
la 

money paid. by those required. to do militar;y dutJ• He found it more eff icient 

to lceep an anny o t me rcenarie• under his oontinual control than to depend on the 
13 

often unwilliDg service of Taaaala. 
14 

He had no reverence for the institution 

or feudalism. 

ll'or thi s new system or scutage t here had t o be ready cash to 

pay to tbe king , and tne Jews were the only pe rson who c oul d sup,, ly it. B:f 

loaning msnley tor thi s purpose aua. by perfonnint; the role or incilrec t tax-ga.-

tnerers, t he r oyal power was increased, ano. 1.hua the Jews were utilizea. to break 

up the Clan State of feuaaliam. It is c lear from the Mat,aa C.barta ana. e l sewhere. 
15 

I.Lat the Jtiugi:o, by means of acutage, got a nolo. on tne baronage. Later this 

increasing praci. i oe of scutage lea to bene ral taxation not alone of vas sals but 
. 16 

o: all persona liviDg in tht: !Ci.cg'& uomain. ~he firat oocaaion of a tax aet 

upon all living wi thin t he terr itory, is waue by ihe ~tate a ~ the euu of t h e 

twelfth century uuri ng t he vruaaa.ea. '.t!he ~alaain ~ithe is 1.ne name ot t ue t~, 

ana. it coutributeQ so much t o t he prosperity of the ~tate that taxes became a 

regular practise. l'hereafter, the gene ral fall in the value of money, tbe 

inore•se of ~tate activity, ~1th its increase or expenses, caused t he old 
17 

feudal aicis and acutages, a nd t he royal revenues to become insufficient. 
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The proaper1t7 of the .Jew ciepended. on the royal protection. The 

Church wanted to eltil111&te uau17; it encouraged the State in confiscating th• 

Jew•a wealth and. denied that be bad claims to property. But Henry II a nd his 

aacoessora encouraged aaury and at the same tiue p rofited. b~ the general detest-

ation ot ~he usurer. The Jew, "110 beoame a Christian. or gave up ~sury tor ano-

t.i1er traQe, wa.s ameroea. tor having clone s omething c rlminal. jjut as a usurer 

the Curia 3egia 1ra8 alwaya at hia ~iapuaal. Hie debts. like thoae ot the AJ.ng, 

preOeQed those we to ordhaey orea.itora. In Henry'• reign no boncl, no matter how 

1Ulu.au.ally severe, would be oanoelled or mo<litied ao aa t o be uetri1nen~al to t ne 
18 

Jew, a?Ul eYentuall1 to the king. 

a huge amouut. 

'.lhe revenue i'rom Jews u.uring lienl";}I •a reign was more t nan It :1 !;1030, 
19 

'lo a.how how 1.nu.iapenaable the Jews were t 11ought t o be for 

eoonomio stability and the de'felopment of tl"8<4e, tJiere ie a document that Robert-

son quotes. It t el l s ot the Qisturbed oon~itions or ~tephen'• reign--how "the 

alien ?lemings &nQ aeataring men seised Kent and a large pa rt of the killbdom• 

an<i that "eyeryth1ng aeem:?d so disturbed t nat i t seemed imposs i ol e to expel 

the Flemings." Within three months of Henry's coronation, 'William d'Ypres and 

tbe Flemings were expelled. "There is peace e•erywhere. shields are 1moorted, 

canlae are e21>orted, there come forth i n safety f rom t he ci ties and ca s tles, 

meroncu1 ~s to the fairs, Jews to seek thei r credi~o rs ," ("D!btors" p robably 
20 

meant). llot only had the Fla:nill&"B mau.e it na r d for t.he Christ. ia11s , uu t fo r 
21 

the Je·Ns as well. Jliring the reign of henry 11, Lonuon was the cnief ?ranch-

speaking c il.y i n Neat .:.'urope. a nQ tne capita l of the extensive Angevi!l ~ire. 

22 
Consequently, t he re was a larb>e fiel u ror t uei r operations. 

From ine year& 1155-1160 the P i pe Rolls indicate that Jewisb com-
23 

munities were at London, Lincoln, ~ambriage , Uorwioh, l'hetfora., Bungay, and 

24-
0an t e roury. 
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laolated 1nc11 vidual• lhed. at Jew.Port. acoor<iing to liicbar4 of 
25 26 

AD.eaty•a accounts of hi• borrowii;ig at this time, and also at Winchester an~ 
27 28 

Oxford. ~here were other Jews at ~taftord, Windsor, and Beaa.ing. 

~he tirat ott1o1al report o~ dona or tallai,es which t he Jews paid 

1mtll:; their azpuiatcm is touna. in the 4'xohequer Record& ot the reigu o! Renry 
29 

11. -rne whole bo~ or oommni.ty ot the Jen of ~land were wont to be fined, 

ameroed , and put in charge to the king, by the name of Judaei ~liae, oomanm-
30 

itaa or Uni•er• itaa J\1daeorum Abgliae, eto.• 
31 

~he Jews paid these tallagea 

either compulsorily or otherwise. Prom the second year ot Henry we finds 

~sheriff ot ti)!fordshire renders count of 100 shillings from the donum of the 
32 

Jews." .lrom the fifth year ot Henry we read: "~he s herlft ot ~ambridge ren-

de rs count of bO marlc& from the J.onum ot the Jen. 11 

34 
Only a few Jews _J&id 

toward.a this. 'rhe Guildford ~allage amoWlt.ed to it 60000. There was a ~allage 

tor 1.6666 iu 3 Richard 1, a ~num of l orth.ampton tor Ii 3666 in 5 :U.chard, anil. 
36 

a .uonwn of I. 2000. 
36 

~allat>•• were arbitrary taxes, le~ l•d whenever the kiug 

neeued money. The ~emau4a •ere some ~ imes so great that it was impossible to 

comply with them. £t other tirues the tallages were paid in inaLalment• during 
;J7 

a nwnber of yeare. .U.ron o t York paiel 100 marks a year to be q u1 t of tal lage 
38 

all hia life. .t.fterwarua it waa lowere~ to 60 marks per year. Mr. Gross 

thin.ltS ~nat the average annual inoome from tallat;,es QUring the century preoeu111g 
J9 

the ~ulsion 1'8.s between • buOO and • 10000. for the twelfth century Jacob• 
40 

aver ages it at • 3000 per year. It was sometimes levieu as a poll-tai, but 

more often collectivel y , the assessment of individuals being arranged by the 

Jewish communi t y. S9ecially chosen Je.,1s of prominence were treg_uently chosen 
41 

to oollect the amounts , and they were personally held "'esponsibl e ror the 

collection of their respective amounts . anu i n case of distraint, they had to 
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assist the aneriffa. ~y ~ward I Ohriatian& were the collectors, an~ a tew 

wealthy Jews were auretiea. Of ten these Chriatiana were the nea~s of neighbor-

ing religioua housea. ~he king alway& had a re&<i¥ means for securing the en-

tire t allage b7 acl"Qtln.bing t he reoorus of tbe cieb ta i n t.he local regis t ries. 

and sei&ing enough of them to aatiaf7 the needa ot the treasury, and enforcing 

p~eut of them. I f the &lll>unt of t he u.eot were too amall, he woulu. imprison 

the wife and. family o! the Jew, and. sometimes the Jew himself. on such an ooca-

sion, his propen1 waa aold., ana the re•enue !ro:n t Ae sale put iuto t.ne •xche-

quer. ~~entu&lly, sucn taxea were ao heavy t hat the Jews became poverty-•trioken. 

Other meaua to aecure revenue f rom the Jewa we r e by means of 

reliefs, eso.beata, and fines. Reliefs were payment• maue to iwierit prope rty, 

amounting in the t hi rteenth oentury on an average to a third of toe value of the 

propert7 inherited, Aacheatl were forfeiture of estates because of ritual mtU"-

der, coin-clipping, baniabment, etc. Fines were lev i ed on mar!'i a.ge , the re­
~ 

covery of a debt, eto. 

At thia time s t one came to replace wood as a maierial in domestic 

architecture. One of tne oes t exampl es of stone n~~ses of the rrorman period. tnat 
44 

still s tands tou&7 i s that of ~ron at Lincoln. The Jews have t he credit of 
4-5 

buil~ing tne : irst p rivat e ho~aes of stone , tJ.lis at Lincoln bei ng an example. 

There ~ " another stone house at Lincoln, called t he "Jew'• House", s imilar in 

s t ruc t ure to t r.at of £aron. It mu.st be of nea rly the s ame o.ate , a lthough it is 
46 

associat eel wi t 11 .oelaset, of Wallll gtord, •ho was hanbred. for cl1p,Ji ng coin. 

'1here la a aligut possiblity that a stone house at 13.iey ~t • .!WmunCl.8, <J&ting f rom:. 

1160-1200, wai: built by a Jew. 
~i 

~7 48 
~he wealthiest J ew i n Kent, Jacob, ouilt a 

stone ho..ise fo r himself . ~he minor barons coulu onlJ t ullow the elUUllple of the 
50 

Jews i n bulli1Dg atone houses b7 borrowiJJg f rom them. 



-25-

lt ia under Heney 11 that the operations of the Jew• rirst be-

come exteusi ve. He favored the Jen "became of the great advantages which he 

aaw were to be had from their uaurles." To its OW?! at.-.antage the State bad a.-
51 

dopted the Church doctrine ot uaury. The ecclesiastical l aw allowed loop-

holes for the practise or U.suey. j;-yen parts or £.quinaa • reasoning as well aa 

other conai~erationa mo~itled the prohibiiion so that in ~ngland we fin~ excep-

tioua to non-uaurioua praotlae among Christiana. But there was li t tle inol1na-

tion on the part or the authoritiea to practise auch evasions, and the public 

agreed with the eccleaiaatical decisions. A s t rong public opinion was formed 

&t,'lt.inal. uau?)t, more vehemlllt. &11(.L at.rine,-eut than the laws by whic h it h ac.i. been 

fonned. ~e great maJoritf of the people uiu not llave to resort to usury in a 

society wnere capital waa little require~. lt was onli •herd the kirJgs anu. the 

barons wbo were suc1u.enly called on to meet the expeuaea of a military ~pecilt-

i on, or wbere lanc1-holuera and ec~leaiaat1oa haa to borrow in order to pay ro~al 
52 

or pa.pal taxea, or when 1nen wanteu t o ouila fine buildi ngs anu the like. 

~eoretically , no eoonomi~ application of cap1Lal was al l owed to 

Christ i BJ:S . Dtit no great enterprise coU.ld be un<iertalcen except wit h t he necee-

aar .1 capt tal. 'rhe Church was t hinking more of t he oona.j t ions of an agrioul t ural 

ool!l'llunity ln whioh loans a~e more precarious and usury more Q.allgerOQ& tnan in 
53 

other spheres of economic&. but to r any kind of ina.ustrial prog ress this re-

striction of banking facilit i es was a great check on economic pr ogress . In 

part i cular, buil...i.ng operations, which were the cnief fon.o of large 1.raosactions 
54 

i n the ...iida.le At-es , r eq uireci capi Lal. 

~he Jew, unaffected by any prohibi tions at;ainst usury , became t ne 
65 

recognizea. oapitalist. 

'~at J e·Na thoUl;ht about the r i gnt1eousuess of usilry i s apparent 



tl"Oa the record.a of a ciisc1.u1aion of tile seoona half of the twelfth century ill 
56 

•ranoe. ~liah Jewa were i nfluenced by "'l'enoh .Tewa an<l thiJ188 i'renob ln gen.-
o7 

eral, u waa all of &ngland i n ~ matters beoause of its alo•e connectiona 

with ,.·ranee. Jloreo-.er the Jews had come from !'ranee not ao long before. R. 

J&oses' of hrla opinion Juatif.ying uauJ7 i n regard to ..;hriatians is quoted. We 
68 

bear of him in the Snglisb records as "Uos6e de Paris.• ~e s e lect ion to Whth 

we refer is a Juatifi.,ation for the us 11ry in p ractise. Presumably t. r1.te ttbrothers" 
59 

onlf. fellow Jews, were to be e:r.cuaea from paying interest. Yet. even then, 

Jews could evade the prohibi tion against usu ry in ..eute ronorr\Y .:u.111:20, by get-
60 

t ing a Jhristian to ac\ as iut.en11eui~ry. 

Because of the eo~lesiast. ical and at.ate attitudes towaros usu ry, the 

p<:: rsonalty of every usurer beoame escheat to tne iciug on his a.eath, to be c on-

fisoate<.1. by him i!llllediately or often in the case of Jews t o be 1.ransferreu. t o 
61 

other hanus where still more c ould be a co tDDulat ed by iu~efinit.e multiplication. 

1he JCing 'A'aa the arch-uaurer. 

Richard I grante« a ct.ar te r t o the Je·~- • one e,, f t !le provision.a of 

Whioh iai "And if any of the aforesaid Jews shall die •••••• l et his heir have 

his money and his uebts a o that he be not dis~urbed it he has an r.eir who can 
62 63 

answer tor hiu a nQ uo right about bis Qe~ta anu his f orfeit1.• J acobi think& 

t L.at this is probably a special oopy of a charter previously given immediately 

a fte r t he London riassacre, now adap t ed to Isaac f ll J oce anCl his coi:munity. He 

says that Will i am of •ewburgh '• statement tha t the•prince cuaranteed ~eace to 
64 

the J ews by sn edict after the s)augilter" might refer to the charter in quest-

ion. ·~he original charter was itself only a confi r .ation ol' one pr eviously given 
66 

by Henry II. aa ina icated by t he references to Henry in che uoc~'llent . It ta 

likely eno..ibh tll&t Henry II •s charter was itself only a coufir .. .ati on of a 
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similar one given by Henry 1. i'or, John, when confirmi~ the charters of the 
66 

Jews refers to one by Henry, his fatuer•s granutatuer, i.e., lienJ"1 I. It 1a 

altogether likely tha\ Henry 1 woula. thus counteract the .harsh measure ot Ste-

puen Whioh ordere~ the oontisoation ot all the property ot a usurer at hi• death. 

~spil.e the oharters, wnen a Jew died, his debts were otte .J oontiscate~ by the 

king. lt was to t.il.e interest ot the o.ebtor t.b&t thia should happen, tor then he 
68 

might OOIJl>OWlci the ciebt at a muah smaller sum thau waa oweo. the .Jew. It was 

probably for t hi• reaaon tbai uebtors Were willing to pay so mueil interdst. 

But 1n ~ easee it would. be to the a.ebtor•a int .. , to let t he u.ei:>t run on, 

notwit.hstan~ing how high the interest, in the hope that the Jew migbt die, tbat 

the <iebt would then tall into the ~ing'a hand, anu that be would be able to re-

deem it at a ve ey •1ght cost. ~he king, who had not advanced the money, would 

be quite willing to take 8JlY portion of the debt tf it fell into his hands, since 
69 

whatever he got would be all profit. Usury was thus a bet on the Jew's lite. 

~he king, however, often diaappointeu the Christian debto rs when, at t he ~eath 

• 
ol a area.itor, be trauste1red o.is '18ots to ano ther. ln the case of Aaron of 

Lincoln, however, his esi.atea wet't! so numerow& anu. rich t ba t the king kept t.tlem 

bl his own possession iuatea<i of passing tl1em on to .b.ron 's son Vives for a 
70 

conaicieratlon. lD most oases it was better business for the King to pass on 

tlle ina.obteclneaa to another .iew for i t bore no interest while it na in his 
71 

ban<ia. 

It was the custom for the kiug to allow a Jew•a estate to pasa 

to his heirs, merely e%&0ting a fine for the privilege, am"..mting usually to 
72. 

a thira of the alllat e. J. ooumou t'onn of entry i n the .c?ipe Roll was lille thiaa 

(22 Henry Il) ••Serfueu, Jew, owes 10 mark& gold. (It 60 silver) for having the 
73 

In z;; Henry 11 Ursell 

67 
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74 
aooounts to the 1heriff of •orfolk and Suffolk for 10 marlc6 for the same. 

~ 'Yery large fine indicating that the inheritance mus t have been ~er;y great i i 

found recorded in 4 Richard 1 when Jacob son of Samuel fines ~ 386 l~B • 4d. 
'15 

for sucoess ion to his father's good. In 8 Richard I a J ew pays It 97 for his 
76 

father's goodl. '?he result was that the ki ng employed the Jews in tile inve&t-

meut of his money anu. recei ved a retul"ll for it in the shape of a fine a s well . 

J!he mo re money the Jewa reaei veU. from high rates of interest , the more opportu-

ni ty fo r the king to t leeae t hem of larger amoun\.3 than be coul~ get by absolv-
7'1 

ing the debt immediat elJ a t the cieath of tne original creat tor. 

Hence t here arose a genera l presW11ption that •the Jews the .$ elves 

anU. all theirs belong to the idng." ~is is fowid in the so- called .,Laws of 
78 

~warQ \.he Confessor9 • whiah u.ate from the r eign of Wi l liam the ConqL1S ror; 

t h is particular clauae relati~ \.O t he Jews is probably an inteipolation f rom 
79 

tne t ime of henry 11. Allu. t nis seems Justified. by the tact tha t tne King Cle-

manaea money f rom the Jews on a lmost eve ry poss ible occasion. ~~nes or amer-

ciamenta were required f ron tne Jews for ~ act which i nvolved contract or oon-
80 

fliot with ot hera. But Jacbos would show that the Jew as a J ew was no mo re 

the property of the king t llan a Chri stian. but t hat it was his engaging in usu17 

t hat made the king a ss \JD8 so muoh a uthority over him. He says that Chris tiana 

had to p~y fines as well. 
81 82 

ana that Chris tian usurers were treated just as J ewa. 
83 

~he property of Christian usurers could be oonfiscateQ a t t hei r death. 

late r essay, however, Jacobs witharaws his view of the meu.ieval Je·Nish status as 

beiuH cased on the Jew ' s en1'oroed position as usurer, whose estat e always ea-

cheate~ to the ki~ . whether he was J ew or Gentile . tiiDOe the Jew could only be 

a usurer, his p roperty would be. in this view, constructivelJ the king's, even 

while he was l iving. Against thi s view Pollock a?Ki aaitla.nu. ri~tl~ urse that 
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there was an essential d.iffersnce between Jewish and Christian usury, iuasmuoh 

as the Jew oould sue for his usurious debts in the king's courts, an~ tbe Christ-
a• 85 

tan ooulQ not. illr. •ranJc Shechter takes the non-apologetic view, an~ says 
86 

that the Jew is only an "inanimate t:nancial agency ot the ~rown• altogether 
87 

without l'igb'•• He 1'0ul<i prove t ha t the Je ·:s are the only non-criminal usµ~ 

ers or money-lenuera ln the kinl;)'dom, anu. that they mu.st engase in usury, not 

tor themselves, but !or the Crown, "for the Je~s and. all that they have are the 
88 

king'•·· But a ciiaouaaion of these civil 111.aabilitiea is legal, an~ not 

economic, anu. is out ot plf,Ce here. 

~here seem to be no obstacles preventi~ Jews passing on ueots 
89 

f rom one to an~ther. ~he ueeda of i.nd.ebtewiess passe~ aa mediuma of exchange. 

•o wonddr that the Jew was wealthy. Rio.bard. ue J.nesty tells of 

his debts, t he t o~al of whioh amounteQ to ~ 91 6a. Od. and the interest on wbioh 
90 

amounted to L 51 81. 5d. 'i'hia was a rate of nearly 60 per cent . Atter one 

or two t rausactious with the same party , the Jews l end 011 less int erest. ~he 

l owest, however, is over 40 per cent . per annum~ ~hia accoJnt of Richard de 

Anesty•s probably indicates the usaal huge profits obtainea by Jews from litl-

gious c Uenta. 
91 92 

•be usual rate was a pe~ a pounu. for each week. 
93 

Jacobs, 

however, says t.hat a penny anu. threepence occura . but t hat for the most part 

t he amount varies f r om twopence in the ~oanu per week labout 4~ per ~ent . per 
94 

annum) to f vurpence (eighty-six per cent .) ~his nigh rate only occurre<i wnen 

t he Jew uid not Have a pledge anci mortga&e• But s ..<ch a high ra te was secured 

from the .najority of h i s ~lientele. Jewish asury was t he mos t. ex.pens ive form 
95 

of i nti.ireot taxation ever o.v • .1lied iu KDgl&Dd.. 'lhe ... rate of in terest was so 

high that the creditor often fouuQ it necessary to ma~e a fine with the Jew, 

1.e., capitaliae the interest, a 1.1.u it to t he principal, anCI. star t anew. lie 



-:50--

96 
oould do thi• b~ either allowing interest to accnae again, or for a time the 

Jew could oolleot the rent• till the whole was paia off, or the estate waa aad-
97 

dlea with an annual rent to the J ew ti l l the debt ooula be paid oft. In the 

oase of the abbey of St . Bdmund 'a f ort1 mark& borrowed tor the repair of t he 

r efectory was allowed to remain unpaid till i n a few year& t he accumula tecl in-

terest was far more thal: t he p rincipal, a liability of ' 100 in all. ~ royal 

writ was obtained by the usurer t o secure full anQ instant payment . .But the 

a bbot borrowed ' 100 and agreed t o pay ' 400 at t he end of four years . The 

second bond matured, and payment was as~ed. A thir d for ' 800 was taken oui , 

mor& tha~ six times the original su::: secu!"ed. l ncia.entally. the abbey wa~ s ol-
98 

vent uu ring tne ofi'ice of the next abbot, ~amaon. 

Frequently, loans are mentione~ to be repaid in a series of years. 

l n suoh oases we often fi nct that the awn mentioned i u the a.eeu a:iu to be repaid 
100 

was real l1 much more than the sum lent. 'le have a complicated deed ot Wil-

l ian de ~oten.aam 01 which be acknowleuges that he owes l Ou marks of silver to 

4v1guia, tae Jewess, of Lonuon, an~ .tlbra.ham, her son, on •oYember 11. 1163, for 

whioh he will PA.1 ~ 9 per year. He bives his manor as security. l f at Chriat-

mas following (1163 ) ne paya them 40 1aar k& the remainder of the debt is t o be 

oounted aa only 40 mark&, on whioa he i s to pay t nem 10 marka per year. lf he 

falls in arrd&rS witu his interest s uch arrear. are to bear i nterest of two-

pence per week per ound. If he fails to pay altogether, the Jews can alienate 

the manor to whomsoe•er they will . And if be fails to pay t he 40 ~ark& at 

Christmas, the debt is to remain a hundred marka. What was l ent seems to have 

been 80 mark&, tor by ~ying oft 40 the debt is reduced to 40. nut the deed is 

drawn out as if the Qabt were 100 :narks. OtherNise (at 100 mar:CS ) t he interest, 

only l3t per cent ., woulu be the lowest on recoru. ~ven as it is , • 9 on 80 

marks . or ~ 53 6s. Bd. i s only 17 per cent., which was raised to 2b per cent. 

99 
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101 
as aoon as 40 marxa were paid. 

Sometime• loans are to be repaia in a series of years without u&U?'J• 

In SllOh caaea we ~ suapect tba t the s u:n mentioued. in the d.ee<i an<i to be repaici 
102 

was reall1 mu.oh more than the aum lent. lt we.a supposed to avoia. usury sinoe 

interest waa only paia if the1'8 was a cielay i n payment. 'ihe usury of ihe i;au?'-

sines. wnicn attempied to get ar~unu. t.tie Chllroh ~oct rine againat us.iry . was oon­
l<>a 

auated. on those lin••• Herbert• parson of Wiasinden. owes Aaron of Linooln 

120 mark& to be returneu. at the second feast ot ::it. Wia.h&el a f ter the u.eath of 

Richard. ue Luoi tob. 1179) in s ix yeara: eaon year 20 marJOt at two t er ms or the 

year. at Rogationa 10 maru &nQ. at 1.he chaiua of ~t . nter 10 inarks • and so on. 

year by year, till the •hole uebt ii paid. It pa31Deut be not maae at a~ one 

of those terms, i nterest must be gi~en a ; twopenae pe r week per pouna as long 
104 

as the debt is held. 

The same Herbert. parson of ~issenuen. owes JJeuleaalt 80 marlta 

silve r. one mar~ gold. to be paid in eigri t years at llt. mar~s per year paid 
105 

twi ce a year begi nning St. Andrew's aft er the k i ng received ~cotcb homage. 

Je'NS d.i CL no t deal in money alone. Robert , parson of Jiisebrok:. 

o~ea Aaron of Lincoln 26 soarns of nay ana Richa?"U of Bisebro~ 4 0, both t o be 
106 

pai d in lb eta.ya. lt aho ~s tbat Jews were large grain merchan' s as well aa 
107 

money lcn~era. ~he money that Aaro~ l ent was to be returned in ao n~ aoarna 

of hay. a very marke t able aom:no~ity. lo mention is maue of usury, t hough 
108 

proi>ably the value of tne h~ was hie;.lle r tnan I.bat of tne money lent, anu. 

the oreaitor seem~ to fear no gr~at aepreoiatiou i n i ts value. although in t he 
109 

famine years ot 12v2-lZ~5 we near of wne~t going up i n price. Of oourse, it 

ooula bave fluotuated aov.rnwar<is too. out lln~Ouuteu.ly toe JeN recognize~ tbat 

aaah a situation mi6ht ooour. an~ :nade p rov i s ion for it. 
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~be•• \.teme 1nd1oate that the Jewa were grain me rcbante u well 
110 

There &1'9 other instance• o t this busineaa. John and William.. 

de Gunaay are to l>&7 .Abraham f11' .Deuleoreaae of ltorwtoll in money. and in kind• 
111 

wheat and barley. Robert de Turnevllle owe• Meir fil' Sampson the Levite a 
112 

debt for twenty ma?'ka and a meaaare of wheat. Goodenota. wife of Funnentin 

of Lincoln, lent mone:19 by ohirgraph to Boger de llevil le. in 122Q."'6t marks for 
113 

10~ marJta and 1 aeam of corn." There are hundreds of instances in whioh. 

tor the money leut. Jews we!"':! to receive saok:S of wool. loaus of hay. or liU&rte ra 

of grain. When the local chests were examLleO. after the a pua11on. ninety- four 

chests , in all about 1,836 quarters of grain. were f ound. at Canterbury, t!UJ!\7-

six, about 1.415 quarters, at Hereford; 262, most of theo for the payment or saclcl 
114 

of wool, at Lincoln. ln 1206, we read ot ~ierre ~eraud of the Cauraiue money 
115 

firm receiving 40 eaaa ot wool f r om Bagin anl.l Co1c, son of Aaron, Jews of Lona.on. 
116 

Jewa were to pay an annual rent on property 1.n a pow:lil of o1Ddn in 1205 
11 '1 

and in 
118 

a nail of clove• an~ i n a clove ot billy f lower in the reign of Henry 111. 

~ossioly tAey ~have ~ealt in tAese articles if the~ were to p~ i n them. aut 

the aCDOunts tbat are paid are s ~ ... 11 in quantity that it is probably likel7 

that they ao not inuicate t~at the Jew dealt ln them. 

Je~may have also Qealt i n horses. although this might be a pure}¥ 

except~"nal oaae. In I John "!.homas de Bton owee I. 40 ana one pal f rey worth 'I 

marks fo r the debts of Henediot and Josee Jews of York beoause it is an escheat 
119 

of the king." Of course. Je•ire had a variety of miscellaneous articles to 

sell which they hel d as pledges if a debt was not paid , like the pawn-brok'? r of 

today. In 1275, we hear of the numerous bookS that t he Oxi'ora scholars had 
120 121 

pawned; we also reau of variota ot he r artic les tn.at mus t tUlVe been pawned.. 

~he entire economic Qeal ings of the Jews we re bvunQ up with the 
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legal sia.e. In the oaoe ot a long-atanu.ing debt, the Jew had otien to go co the 
122 

ot a fee. kiLJg'• court to receive aia in its collection by tne payment 
123 

is one of the reasona w~ the interest haQ to be so nigh. Henry II made the 

institution ot juatice a iruitful sou~e ot revenue. lie instituted a new judic-

ial ayatema itinerant jwnioea and a ju.ey. '4he dug ' s pennis&ion was uecessa r,y 

LO try a case b7 thi• newer methoa., an.~ this pennission was ~ranted b~ a writ, 
124. 

for wnioh the king woulQ. exact a tee. Court i'eea tor Jen were higher t.oan 

thoae for Ohriatiana. Where a ~hriatian woula. ordinarily pay half a mark for 

initiating a legal process, the Jews would ptq 20 •• .Furthermore, Je·Ns often had 

to bribe justices with money reoeivea. "ad. opus iiegi~· much of which clio. not reach 
125 

the king. We read that in 1264 the money paid. by Jews for p leas, g i f ts, 
126 

escheats, and purveyance• was quite o onaiderable. We see numerous example• 

ot the payment of f~ea in the oaoe of Jews: ~Abraham s on ot Rabbi owes t wo 

ounces of golu t hat he rnisht be recognized las owHer?) of t i1e lana. ot Kalesward 

wniou Robbert Cua in see.cs and that the sum. .ons i>eI'ore the j ust.ices erran t may 
127 

c ome before the Chier Justioiar." "Josoe ~e Salvage· owes LWO i-iarlta for ri6ht 

to seveu 1 • .arics ag1.i.inat rlalpn of J ornwall of tile d.ebt or llibel tie t'lobose ." 38.l ph 

was probably lti gel 's seour i ty l'or tnat sum. 'L'he large p roportion 01' t oe u.e·ot 
128 

taieeu b~ Lhe tCing •heu it came bef ore che :::ou.rts uf j ustice is LO be notice4L.. 

••Solomo:.. e.na. Jacob, Je w& of bec4>rd., owe ;; marks for ribnt to o mar.cs auu ;; 

shillillfSs agains t William Williamson." ~he king gets almost .hali ot the a.ebt , 

but in 3;;, Henry II, it i s au.u.ea. , "but .o.e {William1 is a.eau., au.i ha s neiLher land 
129 

nor neir," so that ueituer tne Jews nor tne iei:ig ~et anything. In financ ial 

u.isputes, t he Jew •: as a i an Q4vantat5e• lie ha<1 only to :>rove the cap i tal, while 
130 

t he u.ebtor hau t o ui~prove the aomplicaLe~ cnarges for interes t . 

The king ' s share of a debt seems greater when Jew owes to Je•• 

"Judas son of a?udone owes 20 s. for having right to 49 •· against Copin son ot 
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.Delia.• (1 Rio. 1) • Beneuiot •on ot .Aaron has to p~ t our times as much a1 

132 
t11e o.ebt. But t hel"9 ~ have been interest on it even t hough J ews d.o not 

l3Z 
ordinarily lend to their tellowa on interest. Jac obs asks the question if 

13' 
such wa.a the oase beoause it waa illegal acoording to Jewish law. *e tind an 

inqui s i tion being made into the problem of Jewish usu ry i n regard to a Jew, and 

we see that it was evaded by having a Chris t i an act as intermediary. The J ew 
136 

lent t o the 0hristian, the ~hristian to t he otner Jew, anu both took usury. 

Vie tind that B. •braham, son of tne martyred ll. ilriel, lent 58 s . al. interest 

of 2 Q. per week per pou11u to lsaa.c of Warwick, &llil that a ~hristian frienu was 
136 

tne intenneciiary. 

Ftu't.he nnore, Jews were often paici. i u o&4l, cli9_1ed., or obsolete 
137 

.money. TJ18 losses r equired. high rates of interest. ~e icing uiu no1. minc:l 

these h i sn rates as 1: only au~eu to l.ue property ot tne Jewe from wllloh he 

gaineci. The Jews ueea.eu to t&Ke in S.J.Cu larbe aml) ... 1111.s of currenoy th rough 

interest, s inoe so much uf t heir money was t&iceu by t he dng. 

Furthennore, we reaa. i n sections 10 an~ 11 of t he I.tagna Charta 

tnat .:i t t he o.eatb ol' the uebtor, 1.ne Jewish usure r often lost h i s entire d.eb t 

or :received only a part of it . At the death of a debtor witti.out resources nor 
138 

h e i r, t he o red1tor l ost the entire debt . 
1~9 

Tho J ew had t o go to the :ting 's 

c ourts: to nave his right recognized. t o a 11ebt, fo r which va ri ous amounts were 
140 141 

charged as high aa 54 per cent., For a wri t to remind a debtor; w11en t 11e 

a.ebt o r failed to pay anu incurred f orfeiture of his lanu, t o ge t seisin or 
142 143 

possession; t o apoly for an assize of novel u.isseisin: to be recognized 
144 

as the owner ot a pie~e of land.; to uave ribot a ba i ust t he estate oi a 
l~f> 

ciecease<1 ciebtor: anu wnere ti .. e court.s naa. uec l areu. 1'or tue Jew; f or all ot 

these cases, the assist&J.ce of the courts naA on.en to be asked by paying a 
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146 
fee to nave tJle gooda of a debtor <ilatrained. 

quit 

they 

ciebt 

Ja.ug John tooJC e•en a more maa tertul aua. arbitrary a tti t l.l148 b)? 

claiming Matthew <l.e Sbelfol'(l &n4 
147 

owe to tlle Jewa of OambriQ89• 
l.S 

William his brother of ~ 40 sterling which 

Similarl1. ~e par~on• ~om de Bury ot a 

of la l~. and. li~b o.e Ohawnmab ot uauriea of J. M due Moue 
149 

and. Leo de Warwiok• 

d.e ~art• 
160 

an4 Saber de ~incy of 300 mark:a on two ocoa&iona. 

ano. William de areo• 
l f>l 

of la l>O •terling due a J ew of Iort.bampton. 

h&•e releued theae men out of dndneas or because ot some advantage. We know 

that 1t waa to hi• ao.vantage when be released William de Mara ot ~ 26 lOs. sterl-

ing witn the 12Suriea due the Jews ot London on ccndi t ion that "11lliau1 s ene him 
152 

a t hi• expenae with three sol4iers a.no. five servants up to &aster. John e•en 

quit c laimed for 3ad. 4Vid the rigllt t hat Abraham s on of llabi Jooe ano. his hei ra 
153 

had. in the r.anor of Tot tennam. Holding a manor must Lave meant that the Jew 

nad. lent a large amount . How much the more loss t o the Je11rs wnen John offered 

to qui t claim Beginald Manleverer of nis u.eots . i t he would. marry a certai n 

person. ·~he Jew~ hel u his lc1.nu. a1114 castle. ~here is no recorc.i. how the J ews were 
154 

oompensateo. in s~cn case~. if at &11. From these instances we see thai the 

rlug ooulo. f ree a man eit.u1::r of hia u.ebt to the Jewa or of the u&ury on tfia t 
l bb 

a.ebt. ~be king extenu.eu. tne time of p~meut of o.ebts owea to Jews by suoh 
156 

men as werP abroad. in t he king's service. 
167 

ano. sometimes ne re l easea. them of 

When Jewa lll&(Le out ~htara. t hey antici patea. tne King 'a poss ible 
158 

sei zure of the u.ebt . anu. promised payment out of ot lter j)ropert~. 

159 
~he killg 

mi{;h\ seize a house as well. Theae ins t ances probably al l oc~ur in the reign 

of Henry III. but the practiae must have been in effect be fore . 

Benedict of Lincoln anu six other Jews pay Henry Ill in order 

that he "Will not oau.se any extent. prorogat ions of t enns. quittance or gi ft io 
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160 
be made of debts whiob are owing t o them" for five years. Witll such rislcB 

as the•e high rates ot i nterest aeem juat1t1able. 

The .Ten were the only large holCLers of coin i n the oo~try de-

spite these a.ift icultiea. anCL sinoe the legal feela oaa. to be paiCL i n coin. the 
161 

.Tewa we re in a position to lena. money tor t.o.at purpose. 

.lt thi• tiuie, eocleaiaatiaa were alrea~ "debtors to the .Tewa," 
163 

ao 1.uat t hey began to oharge the ir creditors with usury. 'lhey even pled8ed 
164 

162 

with the .Te .. t he sacred vessels ot tne ChUl'Obe•. .l Jew of Bury St. Jfdmuncia, 

Sancto by name, was ameroe~ five ma.rial for t&king such vessels aa security. 

aenn.ei, a Jew of Suti'ollt, waa ameroed. twentv poun~s for t.&lting aome oonsecra1.eci 
16!> 

vestmeuts in aecurit7. ~romf!ton t.ells of tile ~• of William ue riaterville, 

Abbot of ~terborough. who waa aepoaeci for .ll&ving entereCL the abbey at the head 

ot an armed band. ana. having t&kell the arm cf the martyr, St. Oswalu. in oMer 
166 

to pawn i ~ to the .Tewa, ~ram 1173-1180, the .u>bey or St • .Bdmunda was in 

tina.ncial straits. Debts were oontracted with Christians aa well as with Jews. 

Isaac . t he s on ot Rabe .Tocq. held a deed o f ~ 400. The abbey owed deneClict. the 

Jew of Norwich, ~ 1200 in all besia.es the usury. Attempts were maae to evade 
167 

paymeut of ~nedict's various loans. the original one bei ll(, tbat for • 880 
168 

for rebuil~ing the ball of the Abbey wni~n was ues i. roye~ by t ire. Jews coulci 
169 

,.·ry l 1 be nalled oapit.alists--rneu who loaned meiney t or bui lu.ing purposes. 
170 

Jumet, t .he Jew ot llorwich, l1e l o. a u.eot for It 60. Al l t.be debts of the Abbe~ 

amounted t o It ~025 and one ma rk of pure gol~ besio.es the usury whicn bad &coned 
171 

tbe major part o! the • ~025 beiug owed to J ewa. ~tter the ueath or Abbot 

Robert i.ue £boey of ~ t . Al.ban's was founu. t o owe mucu to ~hristians. but mo re 
172 

to tbe Jews. Abbot Simon left t nis Abbey in debt to 1.he Jews for 600 mark&. 
17~ 

Aaron of Lincoln i t was who ilelu it in debi. hine abbeys of tlie Cist.ercian 

Ord.er, namely, Rivaula , llew Munater, la.rota~, Lo 
ath 4>&rk, Hevesby, Ru tfOrd, 
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lUratall, Roohe, &IMl .did.ulesdan were in debt to A&ron ot Lincoln for 6400 mara 

an~ more. Iow t.beae are all Oiateroian ab~•y• built between 1140 and. 1162, aJUl 

it i• apeoiall~ meniioned in the lieecl that ltiobard l h&<l become possessed of 

thi• debt aa unhersal lee;at• ot -'aro.u of Li noolu. Mter Aaron •a a.eath, hia 

olaim1 on loans were oontiaoated b7 the king ao that on Iovember 16, 1189, he 

give• a charter aoquitUng the monlca of a.ebt becauae they baCl paid him 1000 

marlcae ~hia 1a the largest amount lent b7 ~ Jew of the twelfth century. It 
17<& 

is probable that it co•ere~ the building expenses of the abbeya. At leaat 

aixteen abbeys and oatbedrala, including t he -'.bbey of St • .Uban.s, Lincoln Alinater, 
176 

Peterborough OatheQral, aa well aa nine Oiateroian abbeys we re erected b7 

means of ~ron '• loan.a. 

~onaateriea were not altogether averse to assuminc debts of in-

d.ebted persons. In thi• way larger monasteries, as well as ~.Ile 1eing, used. Jew-

isn usury t~ get into their po~aeaaion lanua of nobles 1ndeotea. ~o the Jews. 
176 

Walter lotap ia very severe againat the Ciatercians for this. Of course, ii 

helped to break up the feutA&l system an.a. the power ot the barons . 

lu- 1197 William the Aroyns sold tne £obey of Meaux tnree bo•atea 

ot land in Seton for 40 marka which he neeQed to pay his debts to the Jewa. Hugh 

of Bolton ana. Ceoili& his wife sol~ the abbey a messuage of 6 totis ana. 6 bovatea 

of lanCL tor 60 marka , for whion amount that lanu. was p lelJ.ge'-L to the Jews for the 
177 

debts of one Walter. 

William Foaaard, Jr. owed more tnan 1800 marks to t he Je':"la, and 

was in danger ot loss ot his lana.a held in pledge becoause of the size ot the 

debt. William aake~ the Abbot to take on himsel f t he payment ot t he debt, 

taking a portion of hia lands. Aaron of Lincoln, who had ~rawn to himself the 

whole debt of William, promisea to laeen it by more than 500 marks if the Abbot 

would pay the rest, amounting to 1260 marka . at 60 marks p.:?r year. When Aaron 
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died the monaate1"1 beoame indebted to the ~ing. But oertain other charters ot 

Aaron tor 500 marka againat William 7oaaard. were tonned. which the Jdll6 demanded 

trom William. William, however, said that the monastery was bow1c1 to pay all 

ot hi1 aebta to Aaron. 4loldly. after much trouble and ezpense, Aaron'• quit­
'178 

tanoe tor the whole sum waa towia . &nQ no further payment waa euoted.. 

William'• father had eng&t,~d in the aame p rocedure of having a 

moil8.lt6ry ta,,ce over !ii• Qebt for him. We read tbat Al~d.er the &bbot and the 

Convent of Uelaa Uleaux) owe ODS mark that it oe inacribea. on t.be '-reat Boll 

that they h.a'H produ.oed. a charter ot .Aaron of Lincoln aoquitting the a.ebt of Wil­

liam ~11ard. ~e re&O. that William Fosaard. i• quit of all the ~ebta which he 

or his father owed to Aaron. ".l.nd I testify that he i1 quit of the debt whioh 

he owed either to roe or to Jo1oe of York or to the remaining Jewa mentioned. 

vis., Kereun, ElJ&•• Sanson. Isaao Jew of Puloella. or nuoella herself, or 

Jleuleoresses of D9nmark •••• Th1a quit claim I have made him for JCOLX marks from 

•hi oh the monlm of Uelaa have acqui tted him towarc18 me." William. however, still 

owes Aaron~ 510 13s. od., which the Darons of the exchequer decide shoulQ not 
179 

be demanded. from t he •bb·ot nor the Uonka. Aaron ana. J osee of York h8A pr ob-

ably dra1'D. toe whole uebt from the above-named Jews to themselves. 

William 11.ts~regor assigns to the Abbot and Uonastery of Beddlea-

don (co. ~uok.8) the ren~ of a mill an~ oert&in farms beloll#;ing io him in his 

manor or l'iiwere {oo. Oxon.) . ana. pleU&>ea by him to Delaset the Jewess for• 32 

on condition tbat the Abbot p~ ~ ~ annually to J>elaaet tor interest on the • 32. 

William is t o re~-ain possession of the lanllS , but not of the mill , wnen ne paya 
180 

aelaaet . In t hi& way monaateries gaineei propert~. 

Sometime• a member of the clergy woulu buy property from a debtor 

in oruer to enaole him to pay his uebt. ~he ~rior of Linton buys the land ot 



181 
Geotfre7 John tor twenty marlca ao that Geoffrey beoomea able to pay hi• creditor. 

It waa conaidered an act ot Obri•tlan charity in the early thil'-

teenth century to redeem a friend trom a debt. "Do not men oall him a good tel-

low that giveth hi• pledge unto Jewry (Giweriel t o redeem hi• chum (ferel? Go4 

Almighty plaoea Himself into Jewry and gan his dearwort~ bocq to redeem hi• 
182 

sweetheart (the Churchl out of the haruus ot the Jewa (Giwene)." 

Al'Dbbl•hopa even were not averse to bor rowing from Jews. One 

ot the claims made by Heney against .BecJcett •• that he hau borrowed Ii 600 f rom 
183 lM 

a Jew. And on thia oooaaion Henry bad even been s urety for the archbishop • 

.Among tll8 debtor• ot A&ron ot Linooln are arabG.eacona, O.eans, canona, abbou, 
. l~ 

priora, prioresaes, aud numero1111 clerka and par&ona . ~e Abbot ot 'ieatmlnater 

ano. the rrlor of the Boapitallera, the Bia.hops of BangOr and. Linooln, a a.eaoon, 
186 

ana. the ArohO.eacon ot Sutfolk are incluu.e<l. 
187 

~he Archblahop o! canierbUJ7 

himself 111red about Ii 161. 

In eacL ahire a ahire-reeve or aheritt representea the king. ~rom 

eaoh •hire the king drew a certain rent or tee called the term ot the shire, and 

twice a year the aherift had to pay t.be semi-annual term. lie either had. to 

pay it directly to the king, or in the interia the king could draw on the 

sheriff for the amount which was soheduled to be paid; it the king had any pres-

s ing credi tor, he could get. rid of J> i& u.emana.s by g iving him what amounteCL t o 
1 88 

demand notes on s ome of the s heriffs of the shires. All of the accounts ot 

the sheriff s werd sent up to the Board of •xahequer at Wes tmlna ter, and there 

~hecked ana entered upon the roll, which f rom its size anu. shape goi co be lolown 
189 

as the Pipe Holl. Payments to demand notes ot Jews were credited to the 

s heriffs. In thia way the Jews am~Wlteu. to the bankers of the k i ng. 

In the ripe Roll for 12 Henry II, 1166-66, we find: "1'11Uam 
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ot the Isle rewiers ouunt of ine~ of Ll uoolnshire •••• anu by payment by idng'• 

writ to con ihe Jew • 29 ea. lOd. wh10b are oouuted. to him in the term ot t.be 
190 

oowit7.• ~he king waa il:Mleb\.eli t.o .Aaron t or this amomit, ano. he .P&#'& hiJI 

bJ a a.ran on t.be a.berif:t of Linooln. ~hi• woulu. not be altogetlulr surprising 

ai.noe »ron lived. at Linooln, ana. h might h&Ye been only a mauer ot c onYenienoe 

that the sum ahoulci be paid b7 a ciraft on Linoolll. .But there are eight other 

similar ••l'le1 tor tlle same year in which the king calla on the aheri:tts of 

Lincoln, Iortolk, aa.pahire, MHz, Rutland, Cambridge, Oxford, aud bUCld.DB-
191 

hamahire to pq out of their fenna a total of Ii 616 128. Bd. Thia was enor-

mou• in relation to the revenue ot the king which amounted to but Iii 17, 283 tor 
192 

this year. .Jacobs is wrong in two ways when he emphaaises t he enonnous amount 

of the royal debt to .laron by saying that the revenue was "no mo re than • 35000 
193 

out ot wbion .Aaron, it will be aeen, in 11~6 sup~lied one- f i ftieth." Jacob'• 

figure of I. 35000 is only an anrage based on inaccurate figures of Iii 22000 to r 
194 

2 Henry 11, ana. leas than Iii 60000 tor l Riobard I. 
195 

~e more accurate revenue 

tor 2 Ren17 11 1• Ii 12721, 
196 

&nd tor l ld.onard 1 Iii 23, 648, malcing the 

ayerage a bout Iii 24-000 pe r year. 'le will not use averages , howeYer, but will use 

more ac~urate figures, DA1Dely, the actual revenue for eaoh year. In t he tirat 

place, we have seen fr<m Bama~'s oalculat i cn that the revenue was only about b&lt 

of the amount. name~ b7 Jacoba. ~hia figure 1• m~re or less accurate because 

Bamaay bases his totals on the ~1pe Uoll• whiou, though mainly clealing wit.b the 

accounts of the sheri ffs of the count ies an~ provosts of the boroughs , g ive 
197 

praotically the f ul l revenue till l bl4, 
198 

when ~e reaoh the time ot &rliamenta17 

grants. Furthermore , applying Jacoi:> ' s reasoning, the tact t hat t he revenue 

was only a 17283 would make it appear that .Aaron supplied about one-twenty-fi fth 

of the king 's revenue. But Jacobs oannot rightly assume that all of Aaron'• 

debts against the king were lent out in this year . ~hey may have been lent to 
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him in yeara previous since there 18 no reoord ot when they were lent, but 01117 

one ot their payment at this time. Therefore, we oamiot calcalaH ..ibat propor-

t ion of the revenue per year Aaron aupplleci. .?Q1Dl8nta to Jews are always accounted 

for, as eaoh payment ia stated in t ne ~lpe Boll, anci t.he7 only nappen t.o be a 

payment from the Bnenue in acivanoe ot i ta ra.ohing the &xohequer. In 12 lien.17 
199 

1!, tor inatanoe, the ' 17,283 doe• not inclw:le the ' 616 12a. sci. pal~ to Aa~on. 

lt ia only bJ &CUiiDg the ~~aburaementa of the aberitt1 to thia revenue paid. in 

or aocounteci f or t.bat we aeoure the total revenue, &Wl from 1 t the proportion 

paiu. out to .Aaron. .i:rom t.he reoorO.a it appears 1.ha1. the aherif fa paiei the~e ad.-

vance payment• only to Jewa, ao that t.Ae mat ter woulci oe a comparatively simple 

one. 

We must not ice b7 what d&na Aaron ouuld draw hia mouey at ao 
200 

~ place•. He mun have bad. agents at those varioua townac u the lcing could 

pay t hese agent• throughout the oounties, ao could the agent• advanoe moneys be-
201 

longing to Aaron to peraona requiring capital wherever they we re si t ua ted. 
202 

Group• of Jews fonnea f irms t o lend on interest. But we Imo• t hat the king 

always ueaired to have t he opportuni ty of seizing a debt a t the ueath of a Jew. 

£or thi s reason we hear that they were not allowed to have partnerships for when 

one ot t he partners died , uebts Clue to the t ir.J v1oulu. not fall i nt o t r.e id ng'• 

bands wheu a member of 1.he ti rm was s til l alive. Yet we hear of partnerships 

which may have been t olerateci in some oases. beoause t he ki ng claimeQ compensa.-

tion for the u.e b~ s whicn he waa not able Lo confiscate wheu a f irm would not ea-
20~ 

cneat to h i m on the u.eath ot ~ mea.ber. AI>1)Qrent l y. s ane fil"!:ls di d escheai 

to t he king on the deat h of a member. I n such oases , p robably only a certain 

9ortion ot ~ebts wa.a t &Ken ove ~ ~Y the king, as the living member o~ ~emoers 

would. not very liicely be compelled t.o i orteit their share alao. 



We read ln the Pipe Boll (21 Hen. II) that ln 11'16 Jurnet of Ior-

wich and Iaaao 1'11 Habbl 0119 4 ma?'ka ·geld that the king may grant them a partner-

ship. ~ entry remains till 29 Henr,y II when it is 1M1cied. "but they could. not 
206 

<Jreaaelln owea 3 mera all'ter to ha•• licenae for a partne l'-
895 

ship •1th .bl• brothe~ln-law Jurnet. .. find theae two i n some kind. of part-
206 

nerahip later together wit.ti other Jewa. · tile•• item• being on the offloial 

21.pe liolla lmtioate ~t partnerahipa were not abaol11tely forbidden. ~here ~ 

have bee11 oouaia.eration1 of the imhid.ual oaae that d.ehrmined the granting of 

a partnership, aa Jurnet 811'1 laa...o oannot enter oDe, but Creaaelln an<i Ju.met 

can. J:losaibly the two - · in the firat entry were in tne ki.ug'a opilllon too 

wealthy and too influential to be in bwsinua togetner. Orea&elin , beo&w.e of 

family relatiouahlp, JIJl&y ha•• been permitted. to Join with Jurn.et, his brothe:r-ln-

law. In 6 Jobn, we have a oase of a marriage p lea which amounted to a petition 

for a b118inesa partnera.b.ip a• well . ~riel the Jeweaa owe• Ii 100 that alle 1:11&7 
20'1 

ha•e for buabazld Yaaao, the Jew of Oxtorci, as baa been apolmn of between them.• 
208 

Muriel was a widow and did a large business. a• did her h\lSband before hi• 

death . John ot J11:>11ra owed her &.mong others 100 •· (except her part o f the debt 
209 

of Abraham fil Rabi, her aon), and also owed he r anci Samuel llultein 35 manes. 
210 211 

~hese two held ho\18ea also. Robert de Plnlmny owes her and he r son 20 1uarks. 

·11e hear of Yaaao '• doint; business indirectly t h rough h is daught e r, ~hera. Un-

dvabtecily, ahe aelped h ire in his busines& tor we read: "Robert ae ~~ owea 

It 10 to have quit t anoe ot Ii 30 oapital an<i. 2 mark s U&11ry •hioh he owes Cbera, 

daughter of Yaaao, J ew of Oxford, inaamuoh he ha8 ma~• the said Jewess hi• at-

~tTl"Ile~ tor l Ou •• rent per annum till sne JJ&S reoeive~ the aforesaid • 30 and 
212 218 

In 3 Jobn William Briwerr' i& sai<i to llave owed h im * 29 lOa. 44. 2 maro.• 

With both of tnese parties inter~s te~ i n uaury, the marriage would be a partnership 



-~-

214 
and. the king requirea. oompemaUon. Some ¥•an later in l iT28 we ti.no. l•aao 

1 11 an imohed. tranaacnion ot some •o:.mt showing that the partnerahip was suo-
216 

oesstul. 

L lauo ben B. llliab ad hi• son, R. -.oaea, ba'Ve an equal part-
216 

nerahlp, at least ln regar'1 to the d.ebta of William lllanq. 

We also flnd that the 1'hole bo~ of Jewa were banded together in 
. 21'1 

one b&Dldng oorporation, trading in a few namea. In moat oaaea it amounted. 

to one important finanoier empl07ing agents for the oar:eying out ot bis tranaao-

Uona. 

.Aaron dealt •1th Jewa as well aa with Gentile•. ~hese debts do 

not appear to ba'Ve carried interest, an&i so Jaoob ·s oonjeoturea that they wera 

moneya oolleoted. by looal provlnoial Jewa aa agents of Aaron, •hio.b. the.t .bad not 
218 

~d to him at the time of his death. But be oannot be oertain of thia as 
219 

Jewa cild. not al~ pay their fellows interest. Ja~oba also suggests that 
220 

since Solomon ot hria speaks ot Aaron aa "dominua• or "naster" 
221 

that it ii 

lilatly that the Jewa were in a feudal relationship also, and it is to be in-

ferred, liable to feudal ~uea to their lord. 

We have a decision in Jewish law that proves that there were agents 

employed. by leading Jewish tinanciera. R. ~am in ¥ranoe 1• asked by R. Jaoob 

ot Orleans Who lhed. in London Wb&t one should do in this ~ea "If Reuben oom-

misaiona Simon (the agent) to receive money from a <ientile and the Gentile paya 

too much by mis take and then goes away and no one kno•etll · wne r e he ii, to whom 

does the extra money belong?" 
223 

orig inal lender. 

222 
R. ~am deoides -,that it belongs to lieuben, 

Opon the usurer •a a.eath the king could o ontiscat e all of the 

debt s without it being contested. ~ven though .6.aron or Lincoln .bad a g reat 

the 
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many men associated. in uaury with him. at hia death, the king took over hia 

22• 
debta a.no. formed. a diviaion ot the exchequer under bia name to colleot them. 

?rob&bly men were uaooiated in ousineas with .Aaro11 uohllicall7 on other thall a 

partnerahip basis, though undoubte'11.y it amowu;ed. to the same thing. Aaron ot 

Linooln employe<l aaenu. Solomon of hria reoehea tor bia muter -'aron J. 4 of 
226 

tile u.ebt wnioh Rio.bard. Cle Malo,a owe• Aaron. .feltevi11 and i.o of Warwiolc 

reoehe Ii 109 6•. 44. d.ue from Uie &arl ot Warren to A&ron, for •hom they are 
226 

acting aa attorne,a. ~ money i• pai<l through ~. Sheriff of Lincoln. 
U7 

1'eud.011e til' -'aron (perbapa his aon J owea an aooount ot the attorneyahip which 

Aaron nao.e to him. In the aame ~ll it seems that laao.o til lloaea, ~amuel, 
228 

Df!nediot of York and. Samuel ot York are affiliated with Mron in hi• loana. 

Jllludone til' Sa1111el was probably employed by ~ron t o get in hi• 
229 

Iorthampton debta. Jacobs sugges t s that 44udone may have been used by the 
230 

king to co l lect the debts. 
231 

Leo the Jew is mentioned as an a gent of Aaron'•• 

It seems then that .Aaron had. agents in eve ry part of the country. ~he fact that 

t he collection of Aaron'• debts required a special branch of t he ~hequer, 

2ZS2 
Whio.b. c ontinued active for maey )'e&ra 

233 
ahowa that his d.ebts were very numerous 

and eitenai ve, and. tLat be mua t have neeci.ed ag ent& to manage than. A&ron bad 
234 

money deali~a in 11111.ey plaoea, in Linooln •here probably he h imself took care 
235 236 23? 238 

ot the na t ter, in BDtland., Buck.a, 
241 2~9 240 

iilu, York, Iorthwnberland. 
2"5 

Warwiolt, Leioeater and. j)()rsett. 
242 243 244 

Botta, 
246 

~urre1 • :;,uftolk. ~ssex and. 

~&mb ria.ge t Iortolk, Ranta, a.no. Oitor~, uumbe rland, Worcester, Canterbury, 

lMlck&, ~uasex, Glouceste r. Here:t'orci, lrorthampton, Lomon ana. Uia.uleaei, anci 

Sh ropahire, 
247 248 249 250 

.8ed.f o r d., &1lll Kent • 
261 

ln faai, A&ron hacl 

heavy mortgage• i n every count ' , ot ~lan<l. Mone~ affa irs in ao many places 

requirea. numerous agent.a. For a iime be was in pari.ne rahip wit.a laa.ac til J ooe. 
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252 
head of the London OODllAWlity and off ioially recognhe<i chief Jew of the kingdom. 

253 
Sheriffs aaoount for fenns by pa11119nt .,o these two J ews ot ' 80 andl68. We 

have a Shetar which re-weals thei r partnerahip. Benedict Bresaua receives mone7 

trom the men of Barton, one-half of which ia to go to laaa.c fil J oce and th• 
2M 

other halt to Aarou. 
255 

Iaaao til .Tooe'•• 

Benecllct Bressua or Be~ b. ~11~ was a.n agent •t 

B!"Wl th~ Jew was tineCA. 3000 marks at hi& oroaaing t.ne Channel, 
256 

probably going to lormand.7 in 1179. In 1181 the ~lpe Roll says that he •till 
257 

owes • 400 of thi•• ~he Ripe Boll for 1182 aays that he still owes the • 400. 

.but i t &a.Cl& that it ought t o be requi red. of Aaron ot Lincoln , laaa.c fil Joce and 

his b rotAe r, Abraham, aDd Iaaac of Cole.beater, h i• aureties, who have a cknowledged 

that they reoeiveo. thos e I. 400 from hi• chattel• in old. money and paid it to the 

•ervants of the killg in presence of Wil liam .t(; fua (probably an ot!ics- of the 

king). Dnlll owes' 40 for the ueficiency of the• 4 00 because t he old money .bad 
268 259 

depreciated 10 per cent. In 1183 BNn still owed• 20 which he nenr pays.26 0 

I n 1189, ~nui ia no longer charged with owill8 • 400, but j.Gron o f Lincoln, Isaac, 

Abn.ham !il Bl.bbl tJooe), and. I•aao of Oolche1ter, are Gharged w1 t n owing the 

king the I. 400 "Which they reoehed in old money of the tine which ne made with 
261 

the king at his cotssing ayer the a t raita. 1 It ia now dated l Richard, a nd 
262 

the original fine of 3000 narks was made in 23 Henl"f. Probably the • 400 in 

old money which the men acting as sure t ies for .Bnm received f rorn him and which 

t hey paia to the servants of the king were not ac~epted by the k i ng because it 

we.a tn old money. ln the Pipe Bolls Bnui'a name is menti oned as owing the f ine. 

but i.he sure ties are helu responsi ble. In Ko. 42 it is sai<.l tnat the tine " ought 
263 

to be required" from the aurei;ie•, but that Drun still owes '- 40 to them. 
264 

Ko . 97 reite rates this. ~ran 's sureties, Aaron of Lincoln, laaac til Joce 
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and hi• brother, Abraham, ana. laaao ot Colo.beater must have been i n some son 
266 

of partnerahip. We know that .b.ron anci laaao fll Jooe were, and it ia p rob-

able that laa.aa would int rou.~e h1a brother, &brabam, into the g roup. 

- 1•aao of .;ol91leater ia als o oonoerneo. with .t.aron '• o.ebta after 
266 

hi• death. Re o•ea 3 golci mane• f or debt•, and ~ 12 for a charter. lnold.en-
267 

tally, laaao waa a Teey important peraoD 
268 

• 390 ot t.be Guildford ~allage. 

beoause in 3 Richard 1 he owea 

William de Jleuerdel owes 2 martca to have a writ for bringing to 

justioe Mron of Linoolll, Oop in, Serfd.eu, and Bendonat, son of .?ulcella, who 
269 

must have been in business together. 

Aaron and Joaoe of York together seem to have take n over all of 

the debts of William Foaaarci, Sr., held by Alexanu.er the Abbot and the ~onvent 
270 

ot Melsa. lt i s poa~ible t hat oertain men of Kent acted as a gents tor Aaron 

ot Lincoln, as among the o.ebta oompiled by the Aing after ~aron's ueath , the 
271 

Archbishop ot Canterbury himself owes ~ lbl. Aaron then ns master o t a 

g rea t banking firm. 

Iaaa.o fil Joce was assoc ia t ed with Aaron fo r a time, but he waa 

head of a fill&ncial group too. 
272 

lie we.a the chie f ~lish Jew in the time of 
273 

Riobard I. 
274 

Hi& operations aa an uno i'!iuial fern ua there r were veey exten-

sive, ao tbat he must have nau. to employ agents. Jaooos 1.hiua t hat it waa 

!aaac fil 01 ooe anu not Aiiron of Lincoln Who o.evised. the banking i>rganhation 

thr oughout 1'ngland . it.a head of the London Jewry, Isa&.c was of mo re prestige 

socially than Aiiron, and oould the more easily have rela t ions with other J ews 

275 
throughout the country. Hi• father, ~bi gotsoe, likewise was p rominent. 

276 
The king owed him l SO silver marka. His son, laaac, muat have profited b~ 

hil prominence and gained thr ough his COll!'lectiona. A special charter was g iven 
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277 
o laaac and "hh men", I•aao representing the .Jeft of ~land, which indi-

tea that probabl7 he wu the moat important man in the oountry, and. of grea' 

influence. It will be a een that in 1166 Isaao recehea. more d.ebts trom the k ing, 
278 

&nCl from a greater number of shires than did Aaron. Oonaidering thia ana. the 

fact t;hat. he •aa of more p rominenoe throughout Ule country, it 1a more probaole 

that the practise of u.1.ng agent• i n the provinoea waa due to laaac rather than 
279 

to Aaron. In Justification to the latter, nowever, it muat be said that he 

employed hia branohe• with the moat energy. We find hia tranaaotiona all through 

ttie lana.; and in particular be did buaineas with almost all of the great a boe1• 
280 

an~ monaateriea, which were ene.aged in builciin8 at thi• time, ana. With mBDJ 

in<llvlduala, prominent an<l ot herwiae , ttirougtiout the land. 

In the very aame year, llti6 , in which we first aee the entrle• 

concerning A.aron, we find l•aao !11 Joce receive• ·a total of ~ 7~ l Sa. lOd. 

f rom the sheriff• of l:tuoka, Kent, Xortha.mpton, <Uouceater, .Doraet, .isaex, Ox-
• 281 

ford, L&Doaahire, IorfolJc, Cmbridge, .Javon, and Haaq>ahire. Purthermore, 

thia t otal ia ino!"'>aaed about ~ 21 b7 another ent ry in t he Pipe Rol l whioh 
282 

Jacobs did not ad.Cl to the awn of the othera. la&&.o f1l Joce .bad lent even 

mure to the king than Aaron, and he bad to have agents i n even more placea in 
283 

order to collect from the sheriffs. The payments t.bat the k ing had to make 
284 

to him (about • 764) and to Aaron \about • 616 ), i n al l about •1380, le ft 
285 

hi~ very little surplua revenue ind.eed. His revenue waa but • 17283, Jacob• 
286 

make» the same miatake again aa ne aia. i n the case ot Ji.aron of Lincoln before. 

lie aays: ••same ot the oountiea, i t will be observed., are the same aa thoae 

auppl1e11 by Aaron of Lincoln, but between the two Jews the king had receiveu. a 

twentieth ot hi• i ncome, and hall paiu. them bao i< by drafts on nearl y half the 
287 

oounties of ~land. ~he Sheri!!• of ~nt, Uorthampton, Gloucester , llorset. 



~ssex, .Buaka, Oxford, IAnouhire, liorfolk, IJambridge, Mevon, Hanta, claim aiml-

lar oredita in other pana of tbe roll for a\.UDQ amounting in all to la 743 l~a. 
288 

lOd., the oash balanae of their ferma," 

A.a regarda the king'• reoehing a twentieth of hi• inoome from 

both .U.ron and laaao, Jacob• ia miatak:en. It we knew the datea when the loans 

we re made, or 1f they were made and wel.'e to be paid from the fenna of the OoWl-

tiea in the aame year, we could. estimate how great a percentage of the revenue 

it wu that Aaron and Iaaac loaned. But there ia no preventing theae loans from 

having been nade several yeara before, and coming \.lP for payment at the time 

mentioned. in che Roll. It ia likely tbat the loana were mad.e in varioua years 

previous, and their total paid at the time the entry 1.ndicates. Therefore, we 

cannot say it was a twentieth of hia income t.hat the king received. fran Aaron 
289 

and laaao. lather, ac1::orciing to ray previous auggeation, it oould possibly 

be a twentieth of the revenue that the king pai~ to t hem in 1165-1166 if Jacobi'• 
290 

revenue f igure of ~ ~5000 were oorreot, 
2~1 

J.coord.ing to J(ainaay'a more oorrect 

t otal Of ~ 17,2~1 it oould be t h ree-quartera. 

lli&c>.o fil Jooe often lent to the king, and Iaaac must have bad 

t o emplo~ a gents to oollect it in very ~ places because in 3 Ren17 11 the 
292 

amount of the fena of Aasex paid to Iaaao fil Jooe waa ~ 47 6a. 8d.. \and. the 
2i3 

revenue waa but ~ a,111 16•. 6~. ). 
2i• 

In 8 Henry II the amount fenned b7 the 
295 

king to him ._. ~ 102 l3a. 4d. land the revenue waa ~ l•,939 19a. 6d, ot 

which about one-fifteenth could have been paid to Isaac). 
296 

In 9 Henry II the 
297 

amount was only '26 l6a. Bd. (but the revenue waa only ii 9910 Ba. 9~. ) • 

In 10 Hen17 11 it was only It 12 
299 

298 
lls. 3d. probably becau se no t axes a ppear to 

have been levied at all. (although t he revenue is s lightly higher than the 
soo 

preceding year, it amount ing to ' 10.423 l4s. O~ ). In 14 Henry II the 
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honor of Kye (an ofticial) aettlea with the ~ine by payment to laaac of the large 
301 302 

awn of It 479. (The linenue in t.bat year was It 21 . 2:;5 17•. o~. ). It will 

be aeen tll&t When the Aing nad a amall revenue he paid ·leas to laaac. It may be 

that he felt Wl&ule to aft ora. ~nt and 1 et the debt acoum1ulate till yeara of 

larE;er revenue; or it f1J&"3 be tb&t in theae lean yea rs. he w1ui oompellea. to bor-

row. ana. we finci hi• paying back the loana i n yeara of gooa. revenue. Jacob• 

thinka that. lienry contemplated. malciug the Jewa royal ta.xgatherers aa they were 

in ipain and elaewhere. .But ll8 never c&.rrieci thi.• out aa t .bLe pa.~nt of t he fenna 

cease s amcuml.7, aocord.ing to Jaooba, owiDG, u he imagines , to the e: iscoveey 

that Strongbow•• miuion to lreland had been financed b7 .Jews. ~be king realised. 

that Jewiah money oould be utilised by othe .. for purpoaea •rhlch we r e not to hi• 
3°'3 

own lntereat. '.?his seema to be a Tery poor guess. The ~bjection to thi• 

theory 1a that Jacobs did not have all the facts at hand.. z•revious to 23 Heney 

II lll'16-11'17) borrowing8 b7 t he kl nt; from the Jewa are ind1.cated on ly to a 

moderate extent on the llolla. Thia year they rise to thoussLncis of '>Ounds. lh eey 
304 

aher i f f tell• of advances "pe r breve Beg is''• ';.'his i a a ~1ear of unusually high 

revenue . It 30, 478 i n all, the second highest amount of revE1nue i n all of the 
305 

thirty-tour years of Henry's reign. 
306 

~e revenue for the pr ovioua year waa 

high alao, It 22. 776, anu. Henry mi{;ht have nad a surplua remaining. ~herefore. 

he coula. comfor tably pay the de OJ t& maue in p uore r yeara . ~hese poorer years are 

fuu:ia. ju.at a few years before , between 1172 and 1176 , and a llthough the Jews ai~ed 

~trongbow i n Aia conquest i n 1170. undoubteuly lienr,y still borrowe~ trom them • 

.beneuict .oresaus or .oeraohyah, s un of :iiaobi JUiayu, receives one-

ball' o t the payment of the meu of ..,arton to ~ron of Linoob1 anu to laaao fil 
a~ ~a 

.lc\le. Be wa.a clearly only I saac •s representa t ive. S~lnce lsab.O 'a reai~enoe 
309 310 

waa in London, anci thi• Shetar i• markeci Lincoln, he 191DPl oyeci an agent 
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in the per aon of .Beraob.ya who probably d.welt 1n Llncc.ln to take oare of the 
an 

mat ter. We find. laaac '• broth.er, Abraham, aloae in 1.aaooiation with him, 

just u we found the two auooia ted. w1 t h Aaron of Linooln an<1 Iaaao of Col-
312 

oheater. 

Jurnet of •o"'1ob •• unaucceaatul in trying t o fonn a partner-
313 

ship with l•aao fil Jooe. Jarnet '• daughter, t hougn born of a uhriatian 

mother, was in baa1neaa w1 th hlm, aa the Hebrew ena.01raement t o a deed. says that 

Peter ot Aoleaflelcl ia quit• with. R. Jacob b. Koae• t1Hebrew name of ..larnet) and 
314 

Miriam (hia daugh,er) from al l debu. 

'.fhe fir~. of ~nui, Joaoe Q.uatrebuohea, Juniet and bia brother, 
;;15 

Benedict, reoehe Ii luO per year trom the tenn ot ~01ubampton in 2~-25 Hen17 11. 

A further proof tbat the•• tour were in partnership ,,ogether 1a by an entry for 

t ne same year i n which all tour are mentioned.a "Ju.riaet, Jew, renu.ers coant of 

2000 marks i n which he wu tine<i by the Icing at Winclaeater ou h ia c roaaing the 

atraiu, J:iene<lict , the Jew, rend.era oou:ut of Ii f>OO 1r>t the fine wnioh he made 

to the king on hi• oroaalng tor amerclament. .lo11oe ·•trebuahea rena.era count 

of Ii 200 tor the Jame. »nui, the Jew, rena.era aooownt of 3000 mark& for the 
316 

same.• Joaoe Q.uatrebuohea paya next year. ..luniet 0~1ea Ii 226 12•. 3d.. then 

and Ii 26 later. Benedict owe• ii 4 25 Henry II. Bru:n owe• Ii 400 27 Henry U and 
317 

• 20 29 Heney II. The fact tb6t these men are as.sociated together in the same 

entry, but that they clo not pay as a body but as individuals p roves that offlo-

ially they diu not exist as a finn, bui that they uever~heles3 probabl y did bua1-

ness t ogether. 

In 24 Henry 11 Jurnet, Dened.iot, ana Drun (Joaoe ~uatrebucnea ia 

omit teci tilia time) ti.nin.g with the lting !or \ina.iacloised favors, pay ciown between 
318 

• 1,842 188. 2d., towards Ii 2,555 lla. ld. agreeci upo,n. ~he r evenue was Ii 19,871 
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319 
lla. ?d.. a9 that thia tinn aupplie~ about one-tenth ot it thia year • 

. 
& firm t.b&t .ti&ci loaueci the king muah money waa that of J;enedict9 

son of ~ara. Moyaes. ~odatua 9 the Jiiahop, aud Vh••• !lhe Sheriff of JJavcm-

IJlire pays them 7 mar..c• in 23 Henry II. ~• ~heritta of 1'ent 9 ~urrey9 liorfollc. 

Linoolzi. Ouml>erlazuie Weatmorelawi 9 and Oxlorciahire. and tile bonora of lk>•ebam 
320 

and OODIUl aD4 the Jewa of London. pay them in all Ii lOOa 5a. ld.. Jly writ of 
~21 

Riobard de Lwl1 tllay reoehe Ii &ft 128.. in all about Ii 1087. '?hey. too. 

must have bad ~ agent• to oolleot theae &WllS. It is interesting to aee that 

the king gave thia finn a draft on aome payment due from t he Jewa of London. 

It 1'0uld be intereating to know it the firm every presented the 1.&.raft to its 

fe llow-Jews. 

The king paid debts due the Jews of men Whose prope rty fell into 

his hand• through the fenns of bia sheriff&. In 1179 the Sheriff of Oxford 

~ren~era cowit of 3 ma rks of 4egina the Jewess for the debt which Walter of West-

bu.ry oweo. her and one mal"k •••• tor the debt whioh Balph of Chinton and William son 
322 

of Richard owed her. Re baa paid i nto the t reaaury in two tallies, and is quit. 

~here ia an interes ting entry in the ripe Roll whioh says, "Bene-

O.iot aon of A&ron owes 2Q marks tor right; i o la 4 Ba. Bd. against •ua Jew of 
s2a 

Linooln.• How Beneo.iot is to gain on tne oollect i on ia not clear aa he baa 

to pay tour times as muoh as t!le debt. It l ooks li.ite a 11 tt le joke p layed by 

t he Crown on poor beuediot. 

Lelld.iag money to men on sacred garment& wa1 forbidden. If one 

were f ouna gailty of tnis charge, he was at the king•a meroy ( "in111laerioord.ia") 

and could only obtain this by paying an a.~erciament; it is often di ff i cul t to 
324 

Atatlnguish the•e from finea. 
325 

Other amerclamenta were requ i red for killing 

a sick man; for being party t o an illegal contract; for lending money to 
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men lUlder king'• diapleasure; tor a novel diaaeiasin; for a <ilefaul t or tortei-

ture; for not having proper information ir. deed; tor buying t;reasure trove with-

out pennission; for detainl.ng ren,.ot land; for keeping back acquitted c.ba~ 

ters; tor demanding debts already paid; f or failing to c onvio1t charter of fal-

aity; for not giving up ~ebt to another Jew; not to· be im,plealdec.i for concealing 

obartera; for carrying Off good.a on Which anot.ner Jew .bas sul'eties; for lands 

unjustly plet.iged; to have another Jew kept in cuatod.y for cU.pping. ~heae are 

but some ot the reasons, most of i;hem· haviDg to do with the e1conomio phases of 
S26 

life, for which the Jew could be ameroed. 
m 

.But, ne"ferthelttsa, Jewa were free 

or all Cuatoma and ~olla. 

~here is an interesting case of -roiament t.h1&t Gervaae ot .Oan;. 
328 

terbuey recorda. Re saya that in ll68a •(Mibasaadors from t he Emperor 

solicit Re1117•a alliance, anci are loaded by him with present11.) For the aake 

ot theae ambaaaadora the king causes the rioher Jews to c r oss• the Straits and 
329 

leave Bngland, and exacted ~ro~ the rest 5,000 markS." (Cit course, the 

phrase, "to cross the Straita" means crossing the English ChsLllllel over to Nor-

nan~, another po&aeaaion ot Norman~. ~he same phrase ia us.ed in regard to 
330 

tour Jews nine years la~er, and about 1159 iUchard ue Anes•ty "crossed the aea" 

to Normandy and his brother, John, was sent "ueJ'Ond t he seas"' to Normandy to 
3~ 332 

have an interview with Be~17 who was there at t he time. ) 

Hyamaon says that an all iance wo.s actually COllLclua.ed with j:"rederick 
.333 

Darbarossa, at this t ime. but he is wrong becau.ae the emc,assy led t o no pel"-

ceptible result&. ~he Anti-pope, .Pas cal Ill, bad a.ieo •n 5eJJ•tembe r 20, 1166, at 

Rome i u tne ostensible pos&ession of the Holy See. I n his q\a&rrels with the 

papacy, Darbarossa had established Aim on July 20, 1167. Kott he :i lle~ the 

'ff°anoy with John of Strum& l~alixtua 111). .darbarossa convt17ecl the noti.ioation 
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ln the •hape of propoaala for putting an end to the Sohiam. He waa eapecialq 

eager to aeoure the favor ot the kings of Kngland and ot /ranee, because Ben17 

II and Loui• Vil had held. respeotiTe councils of their olergiea in July 1161, to 

oonaider the pretenalona ot Alexander Ill and Victor lV (the anti-pope). ~he 

ldnga also met at a general council in ~houlouae, in August, ana. agreea. to ack­
J a.l 

no•leage ile%&nd.er aa rope. :the ambasaaciora dlapatoheci to QJgl&nd. and ~ranee 

were l'hilip, the new Arohblahop ot Cologne, Christian, the •rchbiahop of ~enoe, 

an<i. lAlD llenry of i&10Q¥, liell.!7'• scm-111-law. ~.bey oame to Korman~ where Ben-

r-y II waa a t the time. There aeemed to be a posaitaity of an alliance between 

~lan~ and ~ennaZJ¥. But Kezlry na~ no nee<i. to Q81'.l1.8ge hi• position by coumitting 

.himaelf to the aohiamatio party. lie waa on good tems wi t h i;Jl.8 papaoy; .he had 

Beoket atil l at arm'• l~tb; .he •aa quietly enJoying his reven\les f rom t our 
~36 

Seea in ~land, anci fuur abro8'l. As¥l ao Heney g&Te Ji&rbaroasa no auppon. 

~ the r i oher Jewa were forced to oooe to horman~ ~. uncertain, 
336 

Jacobs says that they were probably made to oome as a kind ot hostages. But 

it 1• more likely that the ~1.ng needed money to give the ambassadors presents. 
337 

Blunt explain• the situation by saying that the sum of 5,000 marks was de-

maru1ed of the Jewa in order to buy over the envoys to t he king 's interest. (Pel"-

haps Frederick Ds.rbaroasa needed a loan 1n ord.er to continue his f i t hting in 

I taly. fo r from his acoession he had been engageu i u open hostility wi t h the 
JJ8 

see of .10me in a l ong an<2 u1fficult wa rfa re. ) 

~he sum was t o be paid without delay, and those who refuseu to 

o~nt ribute were i 11JDeLiately banishea from the country. We might suppose that 

upon b&.niaruneut the k~ng would oonfisoate the property of the baniDned also , and 

wo\lld. t hereby gai n a great awn. It mit;o\. well be that these r ioner Jews never 

Qia. re fuse to coutribui e las unu.oubte<ily they woul a. nave more sense t haa to 
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balk the u.esire of such an autocratic monarch). In auc.b a oaae. perbapa, on 

some pretext ~. the king baniahed them. and thus oontiaoated. their propert7. 

~ne aoouaation againat tile Jews that they .bad. oruo1f1ed the boy Robert at llu17 

St. ~dmund'' .Jroved luorathe for t.be king. aa .he took advantage of the sup.i:>osed. 

orime. and banished the wealthiest Jews out of BnglanQ. and ooufisoated their 
3;.i9 

propertlea, and. heavily fined thoae he allowed to remain. We can oite a.n 

entry in the ?lea Bolla indicat ing the expulaion of a Jew. ana the oonfisoation 
3'° 

of his lands. rents. tenements. and chattels. When the Jews were banished 

from Rngland in 18 Rd.Ward. I. thei r lanQ.s 9 debts, and personal estates escheatecl 
Ml 

to the crown. Property was &l~s confiacated upon banishment. We may have 

a somewhat a.nalagoua situation to tbat of the Bury St. Bdmund's murder in this 

accouni of 1168 when some Jews are banished and others fined. 

It i• also a poasilility that these Jews were called over to Kor-

man~ aa representatives of the .Ten in Rngland. ~hey may nave been the bearers 

of the money which was demanded f rom the .Tews to the king. Or they mB.J have 

been calleu. to •orma.nd¥ by ihe king and told to secure a certain amowit from their 
.)42 

fellow Jews aa was u.one in 25 Henry III. In 12al, Henry Ill orders the Sheriff 

of jWnt to senu to Westminster six ot the richest Jews of ~anterbury, aud six 

from Roobeater, witu arrears of talla.ges. lie 1:>ives similar orciers to otner sherit•. 
~ 

.Tewa were uften employed to a~ervise the ool lection of tallagea and official 

business was often done with the killb by appearing before him uirectly in Xor-

mandy. Richard de I.nasty in regard. to the matter of hia plea, has to sen11 hi• 

brother John to Xonnandy, anu later has to go himself lincidentally borrowing 
346 

from Jews in order to effect the journeya). The king may have needed mone7 

right away. anu. caused these rioh Jews t o oome to him in Xormanay with rea4 

cash, and then al l owed t hem to return home and to levy the amount amont; t heir 

fellows. 
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lt ia also possible that the richer Jews were ordered to eome to 

Henry in Io~ in ora.er that ile mlgtlt limlo' .tbm th~ better, and of course .b.e 

also exacted trom the rut remaining in .Bngla.nd 5,000 marn. The presents mu•t 
346 

have been m&Q and large as Gervase saya that the ambassador• •are loaded. 

by him (Henry) with present••" Henry would want to treat Frederi ok Darbarossa 

well, attar refusing to enter into alliance with him, and moreover s ince two 

of his s ons-in-law were trom Suony, part of .:iarbarossa •s donain. .wke HeD.17 
347 

of Suony, one ot the ambasaad.ors, waa one ot them, and in this same year 
348 

'filliam the Lion ot ~ bad. married the eldest. daughter, Matilda. 

ln 1177, 23 Henry 11 rich Jews cross t he ~traits. "Jurnet, 

Jew, renu.ers oount of 2000 mal1ca in whioh he waa filMCi by the dng at Winchester 

ou his crossing ~he •trait•. .Benedict, the Jew, rend.era count of • 600 ot the 

tine whic.n he mad.a to the king on .hh crosaillb tor an ameroiament. Josee Q.uatr9• 

buohes renuers c ount of Ii 200 for the same. Brun, the Jew, renders account ot 
M9 

aooo mark& f or tile same.• Jacobs, referriug to the incident nine yeara before 

When Jews orosseu. the straits a&kli a 4as t his another ocoaaion when Henry took 
350 

the richest Jewa over to liormanCJ¥ till a certain tallage was paid?" But we 

dismiss thi• aa a very unlilatly guess. In searching for an analagous situation, 
361 

we learn f rom the .Cipe Roll that in this year there was an embassy from the 

Slnperor ot ~onat&11tinople--doubtless lla.uuel--with which Bngla.~d waa honored. 

~he envoy was handsomely enter tained, but the nature of his mission d.oea not 

appear. But thia embassy came to England , whezre Henry was at the time. ~ere 

could oe no necessity for having r ich Jews come to Bormandy in order to be able 

to mulct r.ioney out of them s ince Henry waa in Jlingland. This entry can ratu~r be 

explained in d.il'ferent ways. It would. seem most likely that these Jews were 

not banished at &11 , bu~ that they t rie~ to escape an amerciament by crossing 

the Channel ot their own volition, an~ that t hey were f ined as a · result. ~· 
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entry definitely atates t !l&t -'>enedic ~ •as tinea. 1.600 •on .nia crossing tor an 
352 

amerciament" ~ Joaoe Qla&trebuohea ~ 200, and Bnm 3000 marka "for the aame•. 

Or it might .bave bean to.bat ~hese Jen wanted. to leave Rngland for .irance, either 

to live tnere permanently or to U.o temporary business 
35a 

there. i!hey ~o buaineaa 

together in aome aort ot a firm9 ~· 
364 

In 1177, Jurnet waa tined b7 the 
:,j55 

king at Wlncheater, a town near the l!Ongli•h Obannel, wb.icn shows that he 

must have been on hia W&.¥ for a crossing aa hia home 1'&a not at Winchester but 
366 

at :lorwich. All of these ma mit¢t have wanteo. to do business in llonaan~. 

but •ere tined for attempting to leave ~land. The wealthy Jews were suoh all 

asset to Henry that he oould il l afford to let t hem out ot the count17. And 

after hi• ellJ)erienoe with the Jews• financing Strongbow•s ooncuest of Ireland 
357 

in 1170, Henry would not be any too willinG to let Jewi sh financiers escape 

from his hand, especially to l<ormandy, a part of his dominion, whe re trouble could 

easily arise. 

We know that in 1218 Henry Ill prohibiteu Je\?ish emigration with-
358 

out a royal liceOAe, and ~ossibly Lhe same pr oceuure was in effect in the 

ti.'!le ot Henry II. In 39 Henry al the huge property of Abranarn is apparently 

oontisoated beoause he left Allgla?Ui without a license. The membranes recording 

his ciebts anci property also ountain a proclamation Lhat no Jew shoula. leave 
a59 

A1lglano.. By the ordinanoe of Henry Ill in 125;,, the Jews were expreuly for-

biua.en to ouange their resiuence without special r oyal license. ·J.'.ne law waa 

:naa.e i o prevent evasion of tallage. lf they shoul~ move, t.hey ll&U to give ae--

ourit~ oefore a.eparture. this rule was not entirely novel at t his Q&te. Aa 
360 

early as ~3 Henry l we have an instan~e of it. ~he large amounts fined 

these men by Henry 11 must be tor the same cause. 

In 1204, Morell, Jew of Wells. is forbidden to be molested on 
361 

his visit to Norman~. Since the king makes this decree, it i s pr obabl7 
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tnie that Jlorell bad to aeoure penniHion from him to man U1e journe7. But 
362 

114orell waa a •oholar and ~as given special privilege•. ~ii• king could not 

mnlot muoh money out of a scholar a• undoubtedly he nad ver,y· little. In the same 

year Bamechin, our Jew ia given ••our sure peace so tha t he IJjiay go about safel7 

in our land 8llll st~ there like ou.r other Jews for the good. service whio n he d1d 

us in the ~aa t le of .And.ele7 with our aear and fai thtul Rioha~rd, Cons table of 

Chester. Arid therefore we oan·:and you that he have our finu peace as above aaid." 

This shows that there waa matual freedom of oro.,sing fo r lforman and .Knglish 
36~ 

Jews, but tuat a penllit waa required. 

ln 1182, "Joace, son uf Abra.Lam, owes half a ma~ o! gold for 

rlgnt t o a U.ebt agaiua t .niahara. d.e Verd.un, anotbe r halt mark; againa t 'IUliam de 
364 

Rouen, anO. 2it marks againat William d.e ~rou"fille and tiloiaa Ile .BriucoD.• 

Jacob• oomnenta that the debtors aeem to be Ionnazis, and tba.t t he J.ebta were 
a65 

oolleoted in Borman~ b7 the king'• off icials. In t his 11r~ the king profited. 

from the collection of toreign debts, and woulu not be favorably inclined to al-

low Jews to go to llo:nnan~. and collect the debts of t hei r 01wn acco rd without 

payment of a fee. ~re is another item i n the Pipe Roll th.at would seem to in-

d.icate that Je\'18 had to pay fees to have debts collected f rom debtors with irenoh 
366 

names presumably resident i n Hormandy. .Beca.us3 Jurnet an.d his fi nn wanted to 

leave Angland fo r t he possible reason of collecting deb . s in. Nonnanccy, they rray 

have been ame rced for two reasons: fo r attemp ting t o leave the count17, &nQ for 

desiri ng to collect deota Which the king wanted. to collect f'or 11nem for a ~nt. 

In 29 Henr;1 II Jurnet of Norwich ••owea la 270 oa. 8d. of the ame?\-

3617 
ciament, which remaiue d of the amerciament of 6,000 marks. This was a different 

amerciament t nau tnat diaoussed above. The faot t hat Jurnet was fi ned so muoh 

in s.ich short perioa.s of time (less t hau six. years between tne p revious one of 



368 
2000 marlca an<i thia, ceo&uH it aeema that the ameroiament as made before 

tor .Jurnet only owe• part of 1'-lt 270 6a. Sil. out of 6000 maru-) inu.ioatea 

another meroiament, mad.e for an UD.uaual oau•, waa one for 100 •• 

l&i~ upon ~oaoe of Glouoeater in 1170 (16 HeDJ)' II) "for the moneys which ne 
a&9 

lent to thole Who againat the king'• pro.llibit1011 went O"fer to Ireland.• 

~hie i• clearly a reterenee to Strongbow'• eQedition in Auguat 1170, which re-

•ul ted. in tbe conquest of Waterford and. I>W>lin, and aade Henry tear that Richard. 

ot St r1gu11 would create an independent kingdom in Ireland. Richard had no 
3'10 

independent means for William of Kewborgh aaya that his chief motive in g0ing 

to I reland waa to eaoape from h i& orelil t ors. ''He went in defiance of an exp resa 

prohib i tion f rom Henry, and it was on nearing ot hia viotoriea--i.e., some time 
371 

iu the latter part ot 1170--i.hat. Henry c onfisoate4 hia ea tatea.• lt Joaoe 

.baa. not aided him, he ooulu not have go~•· Undoubtedly Joae•s lending to him al-

loweci hin to tlee trom other Jen Who were hia creditors. lt was a case of .Tew 

doing business ~"8.inat Jew and .dng. J..na. the king bac:l l.he beat of tne ba rgain 

tor he fined J o1iC8 and. oonthoated. Richard 'a eatatea. Tbe king must iJ&ve been 

awakenea. to the necessity of hi• KeepiiJg the tranaac t.i oua of his Jews s t rict ly 
;,72 

unue r control. 

It would aeem that the king coul d reap q ui t.a a revenue f rom amel'-
37a 

~iamenta alone, witness t he great &Ul>unt put on the Jews for ldllillt, a m&n, 

3'1• 
ana. the It 2000 put on ~raham ! 11 Rabbi. Similar arbitrary fines were put 

upon Christiana as v1ell. although they were much smalle r in proportioa t o the i r 
3?5 

wealth. But in relation to t he revenue. the cotal of the fi nes is not ve 'r7 
376 

great. Pine• were one of the lee.at exact i ons made upon the Jews , and i' would 

seem that the i r pflY1D9nt waa not always s t rictly enforced either i n regard to 



J... or to OhriaUau. In 30 Keney II Jum•' p~ bl 20 arka 011 aaoount ot 

the amercement of 6000 arka (It~) "into Wbloh m fell• at 'ftndaor. But al­

thougb Jumet _. the qul\t7 peraon, it wu but another oaae of puniahing all 

of the Je'flr7 lnatead of the 1nd1Tlclual alone. Jurnet _. onl7 helcl reapouibl• 
'17 

for 4745" marn. ancl all of the Jewey for the balanoe. Jurnet pa1• in Ju.at 
378 

' 20 on aooount, amt the Jew nothing. 'three yon later in 33 Heni, II 

under the 2lac1ta 9' Oblata Curie all ot the llnglish Jewry is still liable for 

6626i" mara on aooount of the ameroement inflicted on Jurnet. With reapeot to 

thia and aome minor debt• due by laraelitea, the Judge• intimate that t or the 

present they hold their b&ncia beoauae the king alrea<q bas t.he fourth part of 
379 

their good.a in hi• poaaeaaion. lt would. aeem then that nothing more in re-
. 380 

gard to thia amercement waa ••er paid by the Jen. nor b7 Jurnet either. for 
381 

in ~ Bi<lhard 1 the identical e11tey aa made in 29 Heney 11. namely hi• owing 

' 2'10 6•. 8d.. of the amerolament •hioh remained. of the ame rclament of 6000marlm 
382 

atill appean. But in 36 Benry 11 (1189), Jurnet 1a again fined, thia time 

owing 1800 marka "fo~ having rea i denoe in a:igland w1 th the goocl.wil l of the 
383 

king.• In one pla~e. Jaooba aaya that J urnet waa probabl7 depriTed of all 

hi• poaaeaaion t or having married. a Ohriatiazi heireas, Mieyld, daughter of Illa-

phrey de Hairle, no al•• ••cheated her land.I. ln uother place he as.ya that 

Jileyld (llU1 iel), Jurnet '• wl te. eaoheated her landa for mareying him, and be -. 
Z84 

fined 6000 marlra. Which may have amoun ted to the aame thing u loaing all that 

he had. He probably left Bngland in 32 Henry II (1186) a nd returned in 35 Heney 
386 

II. lf all of bia p ropert7 were oonfiaoated, it may have taken him but a •h.ort 

ti:ne to obtain money again for in 1189, the year of hi• return, we read of hie 

doing business again. Jurnet len<la William ot Cursun five a1lv~r mara, and for 

it William Lranta him a measuage in Borwioh to be held b7 him and hia heira for 
316 

f our ahillinga per year. Bow William clalma thia mea&uage aga,1.nat Jurnet. 
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~re ia a poH1b1lity that Jurnet did :not enter thi• agreement on hia return. but 

t.bat it .. mad• before. am that he Wi•h•• to j(eep the agreement. but that •11-

liam obJeota. 'I.Ile oue la talatn to the ki.ag'• oourt. hrbap• all ot Jurnet'• 

debta were not ooutiaoauci. or perhapa ·the killg re i;urnao. them. or at leaat a 

part io him OD. h1• retuni. lt tbe ki11g were ao favorable. it m&¥ aoaount tor 

hia being lu in regard. to JUl"D8t •a &J¥l. the Jen• 1>&7i.ag all of one of hi• pre­
aa? 

vioua amerciame:ut1. 

Mother goo4! iutan.oe ot the aourae that theae big penal tie• au<l 

tine• often ran ma7 be found in tbe oas11 of a Ohr1•t1aa. William •on of Richard. 

Oaha1g:ae1 or Kepa owe• ' 500 odd of an old debt clue bJ his father. It baa been 
388 

arranged that he la to pay it off at ' :38 annually. Re pa19 in just I. 4 10•• 

One of the laat recorcie 1of the reign of Richard reminds us that 

t he tallagea upon Jen were not alwaya :paid iumediately ; aometimea they were 
389 

not paid at all. In B1cbard. •a la.at year an entry in the .Pipe Rolla aays that 

Jewa of ~ambridge atill owe 19 maro in connection with the Gulld.forcl tallage 
390 

fourteen yeara be tore. 
391 

A.v1g&¥ the J 1eweaa and other Jews of London owe I. ~122 
392 

?a.2d. tor the aame, and Samuel ot awigay and other Jewa I. 37 61. Bd. and 
a93 

the Jen of 'foroea1.er 30 mar.lat. 

~e question now oomea UJ!? aa to Whether J ews coul<1 hold land.. We 

can tue the law. the Magna Chart& Jwi&ieorum, fir&t granted in the reign of Henry 

I, &nQ contir..led. in 1 Riahard I an<i 2 J 1ohn. It a~as "Jewa have free reoia.enoe 
394 

in S:agl&.nQ and. •ormanO¥. and. 1fJa¥ hole! 11anas. tieta. pleQg9a. gifta, a na. purahaaea.• 

.t.ooording to Jaoob•• one of the many p~oofs that Jews oould hold. land 1a fo~d 

i i: the 21pe Roll which aays that 11'tonte;y, Jew of Woraeater, owea one mark gold. 
395 

tor a resp ite to the king'• court of t.bi1 ameroiament tor a novel diaaeiain.• 

But inaamuoh aa thi• theais ia not of a legal nature, and uoes not deal with the 

question of the Oivil l>iaabili ties of t .be Jews in Jhlgland, we cannot go into 
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detail regard.illg the hold.ill£ ot land by the Jen. We mu.at merely atate that the 
396 397 

Jew• were allowea. to holci lana. and refer the read.er to lSlunt,. to Webb. 
,:j98 

anci to AgaDe ~o ghe a few inatanoe•a ~ Jeweaa alma a .tinal oonoord. in 
399 

1189. "Oovenant be\Wffll '11111.am Pita liregor and the Abbot ana. lilonaateey of 

Beci..Uead.Oll (oo. ~uou) b)' wtiioh William aaalgna to the Abbot the rent o t a mill 

and certain fanu belongiug to hill in hie manor ot nnmere loo. Ozon.) am pleciged 

by him to Belaaet the .Jeweaa tor • 32 on oonclition that the Abbot pq &. 4 annual-

ly to ~lue$ the JeweH tor intereat on I. 32 Whioh William owe• her. He 1• to 
'"HO 

recover poHeaaion of the landa (but not of the mill) When he paya Belaaet." 
401 

JeW& bu,y and. sell canorei In 1183 *illiam de '?otalnbam owea lOO aiher marl!:a 

to A'figuia. the Jeweaa. of Lonlllon, and Abraham, her son. As aeouri ty he mort-

gages to them hi• manor ot ~ottenham. If he fails to pay, t b e Jewa can sell the 
•02 

manor t o whom they will (even to .Jews). Jewish cbildren auo~eed to a father'• 
40~ 

l andai "ln 34 Henry 11. Jllluleoreaae of iiiaing, aon ot .Benedict , owea 2 marlc8 
.0. 

tor Jlaving hi• reaaonable part of the lands and. obattela of hia rather-in-la•.• 

It waa Benedict, the son-in-law, tbat inberiteu. t he p roperty tr.at woul a. no•ada¥• 

be g iven to the daughter, .denediot. •a wite. And in 3 Richard. I the sons ot Bene-

diet the Jew of Xork owe 700 marlta to have hi• lanu.a ana. u.ebu accoro.ing to hia 
406 406 

onartera. J ewe rent land.1 In 1197 •Gnmt by the 44an and Obapter of St. 

Raul'• to ¥eter Blw:ul. a Jew, aDCi Miriam hia wife, an~ the i r neira tor ever, ot 

land. i u t he pariah ot ~t. 1awrenoe .Jewry tor a rent ot l~ •. a year and. a fine 
407 

ot 2 marl!:a. • 

J.nd Jen buy quit-rentu In 1202 "Gr&Dt b~ Roger sou of William 

Pits-laabel to Peter 3lundua, Jew of London, of a quit-rent Whiob Wil l iam 

Iovenaia uaed to render 6or hi• laad Which Wil l iam t he son ot Turstan helQ in t he 

pariah of st. Kioholaa, at the conier of l'i•h Street, opposite to the front. ot 

the church ot St. Kary Magdalene, and also a shop in l'ilh Street • ..4°9 Jewa 
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theD pertorme4 all the legal procea&ea involved in the tenure of land e.xaotly 
410 

aa the reat of the king'• aubJeota. 

A &uney of the list of manora that are mortgaged which 1a drawn 

up by Jacob• revea1'rnany on Which the Jews held liens. Houae• mown to be in 
411 

Jewish hands are mentione4 aa well. Ralf of the entries, forty-eight in 
412 

number, in Jaoob•' 11at refer to Aaron of LinaolD. ln the settlement of 

J.aron •a de bu we read of housea Which had belonged to him. These tacts indi-

oate that Aaron waa a great property o-.ier. Other men in the pre-.ibpulaion per-

iod were oorreapo1Mliugl7 a• great. lt might even be poasible, by the use of 

the proper reoorda, to determine Ju.at what proportion ot property the Jews held 

in pre-ta.J:l)ulaion Bngland, how much of it thua fell from the handa of the original 

ownera i nto the bands ot the king, it• value, eto. 

ln ~ liioharci 1 •• read that "llo•se aon of Abraham owes la 24- 6•. 
413 

ad. on hi• houae." Jauleoreaae de Winton 01111s 34 marka on hi• house and lands, 
414 

~base were among the property of Mron of LinoolDe John gives Andrew; oler!lc 

ot Wino.nester, land Which waa A&roa.'• iD. Shorten ~treet, with one mesauage 
416 

nearb7. 

A treatment of the eoonomio 0<11dit1ons of the Jews in Bngland 

would be incomplete it some apeoial oonaideration were not given to uron of Liza-

coln. We have already bad ocoaaion to refer to him several times iD. t he oourae 

of this thesia, and it may have been already realized that hi• financial d~alinga 
416 

were veey great. Jacobs treats of him veey thoroughly, but since we have 

alreadf mentioned him, we will deal with him but briefly. Bia activity lie• 

between 1166 when we find hito in full force, and 1186, •hen he c:Lied. and all 

his riches fell into the banda of tbe king. lt must have taken him some time 

before 1166 to organise the method by which he acquired his great wealth. The 



extent ot hia tranaaoUona, and. the great number ot agenta whe>m he muat h&'Ye had 
417 

to eq>loy .llave alr~ been conaiderecl. Ke helped to buil<i abbey•, a1ciecl 

the:n in aoquiriug lawl, boupt up ~. aecurecl the rent-ahargtt of the l&J1<1a of 
418 

migbta, and. lent out mone7 to all kinda of people. £.aron muut nave become the 
•19 

rioheat ID&ll in -lam beaidea the i<:iug. 

llben Mron ell ed. in 1186 t.he treuurea oolleo t eQL in hi• houae were 

aeizecl. ~he king waa on hla •Y to Iormanca,, and •hipped BL large part or the 

treasure with aome of hi• retinue aoroaa tm Ohannel, but on the way the ship 

waa aunlc, ancl aa tened.iot the Abbot aaya a "J. great part of ttle king'• retinue 

wishing to croaa to Ilonll&ndif were clrownecl in the sea between SlboNham and. Dieppe, 
Ul 

with a large part of the treaaurea of J.aron the Jew o f Lincollli, deceased." 

But probably thi• treasure amounted to nothing compared with Uie amount ot debta 
~2 

due t o J.aron, Which became aue to the king. J. sp!l!Oial bran.ch of t he ~reasuz, 
423 

nac:i to be created. called. "Soaccarim -aronia"• or the kchequer of Aaron, which 
42' •25 

had t wo treaaurera and. two clerka. Bia aaaeta fall .unuer theae head.as bond 
426 

debts (per plaoita), and. mortgw.ge on land. (•~er ter!'811l). Aa soon aa an 

aual t of l.aron •a estate• h8'l been uiade, there were sent. on t.o the • he riffs of 

the different oountiea the details Of the u.ebts <iue in that particular count 'S• 

~he sheriff had henceforth to account i n hia balance aheet eaa.h year for the 

debt& Wbioh ue nad. oolleoteci d.uring the halt-year, anu. to rape.at. from year to 

year the aebta which he na~ failea to collect. ~ late aa the third, fourt h and 

fifth yeara of '1.lcbani the Pir&t (1191-93) there were ~ entriea in regard io 
U7 

Aaren'• deb ta, amounting to about ii 15000. 'fheae eutrlea a;n1e a r on the £ipe 
428 

Roll for 3 John where they now tot al ~ 12000. 

Among Aaron'• 80 debtors at York, 20 were Jews. At Southaq>ton, 

Uos ae aon of Abraham and atulecres s e de Winton owe the king fo:r propert;y whioh 
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waa among that of Aaron of Lincoln. Joee of York owe• Aaron •a eatate 12!-

'31 
ma?"Jta for a all~er veaael. ~h• fao\ t that these debta do not carry lntereat 

aaltea Jacob aunniae that it 1• quite probable that after Aaron •s death the kilJg 

entruated the collection of aome of .&aron•a '1ebta to provilllal Jewa to collect 
"32 

locally. since they could o.emand interest an<1 he could not. Of course. these 

men could have been agents of Aaron during his life-time as well, and are re-

corded on the booo u reaponalble for certain colleotlons. Or they may have 

been Aaron'• actual clebton. 

An iDtereatiDg thing to no\e in reference to Aaron is hia house. 

·~ 'le bave alrea~ aaid that l t was bulb of stone. Becaluae o! t he u&e of t hia 

mat erial, and due to the manner in which it la built, it is extremely strong. 

'.~he walls are ver-~ thiok, at leaat three t o f our feet• and t hey extenQ around 

the corner, malting it likely that at an early Q.&te the house was in the fonn of 

a courtyard, 11ibio.ti could be uefended. against attaolc. t he house la situated at 

t he top of a st .. p hlll within easy call of t he castle and t he sheriff , who, aa 
434-

king '• repreaentative, would have to defend ~ron and his treasures. &aron's 

house then re•embled a fortifi ed bank, an~ indeed such precaution mus t have 

been necessary as it is only a few tears later when we read of at tacks made upon 

the houses of Jews and t heir wealth plundered. At this t ime we hear t hat the 

houses of the J ewa were we l l protectea, so t hat "they e oulu not be broken i nto 

owing co thei r strong build." but that "fire was th rown on the ( thatched) roof" 
~35 

and thus they were ~estroye~. Josee •a house in York ''rivalled a noble 
<&36 

oitadel in the scal e anu s t outness of its construc t ion." 

Aaron of Lincoln then ia the typical Jewish usurer ana financier 
4 37 

i n meuieval ~land. ~here were ot her weal t hy Jews beai oea Aaron. Isaac fil 

J oce, Jurnet of llorwich, ana. .Drun of London, all of whom we o&ve mentioaea, are 
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among theme wt no others bad the honor ot having the i r property seized at their 
~ 

deatha. It waa not unuaual tor women to lend mone7. A certain Belaaet ml8t 

have been wealth¥ and. mu.at have done muob buai neaa u we find tllat she •reno.er• 

c ount) owea It 100 tor having respite 111 the plea between her and the clerk ot 
~9 440 

t he vourt of ierrarwl' ~he widow JIDriel &l•o did a large buaine••• Comi-
441 

t iasa of ~ambridge ia a prominent ez.ample. ~he faot that •he i• called a 
442 

c ountess may indicated the honor g iven her 0eoauae of her great wealth. Jew-

esse• are referred to along with Je ... in the matter ot registe ring t hei r loans 

in a statute of ~dward 1 9 the pro•i•iona ot whioh mu~t have been stated in the 
443 

time of Bichard l when t he ~hequor was begun. 

But not all Jewa were rioh. Un<J.oubted.ly, the r e we re ~ poor 

Jews i n Rngland. bef ore 1161, but in that year we read of t he .A.asise of Anna wnich 

forbade Jewa to oarry anna. i>robably thia deoree -. iasued by the volunt ary 

emlt;ration of uee<q Jew• from i'ranoe to •ngland juat bef ore their e~ulsion t rom 

"'" t.aat country in 1181. 

Ju.at as often happened in t .ne oaae ot Jewr., the treaaurea of a 

Jhriatian, William U&de. WMi been appropriatec1 b7 the k1J16 ai h ia 1.1eath, although 

no apeoial branoh of tlie Qohequer waa oreateci f or their oolleotion. .but t he 

Roll a never mentioned~ ot it as admitted oaaer. ot private paymeut to, or 
446 

seizure by the king. In 1166-1167 we no longe r f ind Oacie'a name on t he rtol ls . 

A document among the W.aoellanea of t he king '• :Remembrancer office gives an 

inventory c t ~a.de'• etteots as ~ tiOOO. ~hi• document being in the h&nda of the 

~reasury official• p roves t hat the king waa interested in ~ade'a mouey . Hi• 

estate would be among the secret& regni. the casual a ources of revenue. t hat 

Master le '°run watched.. His money waa invested in auper ter,...am. mor tgage on 

land; per ca rtaa, len t on bonds; per talliaa, simple recepta for which ~al l iea 

were held; ana. per fi~em, t he word or pleuge of the uebtor. he hacl ~ealinga 
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with ~ranee, l'lanclera, and Sootl.Anci. 

Henry wanted to $re&t Oacie u a usurer. but we can realise t hat 

Cade nenr attaineO. the financial prominence belci b7 Je••• ·we .bave .Nferenoe1 

to him on the ~pe Bolla before .. nave reference• to Jen, ao tbat it aeema 

"" tbat he was a~planteci b7 tbe JeWI aa financier to the king. 

Jil1Ml1-oua tacu about Jewa •111 no• be oonaicierecl. .Beoauae 

the Jew1 obtainecl a burial g row:ul 1.n Oxford. in 11'17, Ieub&uer inter• that the7 
"8 

were of great 11umber ana. •ahll. 
M9 

U would. probabl7 ooat a bit of money to 
~ 

1ecure the l&n4. Jew had to oontribut e a 1ublicq to auata.1.n the oemete17. 

"1-eo, Jew ot Ohio.heater, owes one mark of gold that the d18pute 

1111tlioh be ha• again.It lialph de 1'1 .. lnt beoauae .be demanded f 'rom him foreat 
--~ ~ ~~4. 461 . 

right• (T) tor hia wol1c in the lCing'a Oourt.• (~ Heney Ill. fill• may ha-.e "' . 
had. 1ome o onnectiou with the fore1t law and fore1t-oourta t 'rom whioh Heney 

"52 
managed to de rive a large re-.enue at thi1 time. 

In 2'1 Heney 11 we reads "Y•atie ot Boche1ter, and Yaaac of Rua-

aia, and Yaaao of BeTerl97, Jewa , render oowit of 10 maro to be quit of a 
~i3 

charge thai, they •re aaid to have exchanged (oambiviase). This might mean 
4Ei4 

that they had t o have a lioenae to mint or exchange money. 

In tbil perioc.t., we hear that liloaes, aon of .Dt'Own (as ~out calla 
466 

him), paid a large 1um of money tor releaae from' a c rime t.ba~t he .bad collli:ii tted. 
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VII 

iJQH+RJ) I - 1189-119@ 

~ Jewa beglD lliobanl '• reip, atter the Gold.en ~ of BeJU7 11, 

1n a p roaperoua oona.itiou. ~Y Jlaci aprelMi to ~ oentera tlU"Ougtlout the 
1 

oount r;y. But the relp of Biohanl marka tJle begiuning of a peri.O<l of trouble, 

finanoial and. otherwiae, with their e'Hntual ezpula101a in 1290. 

lliobanl l 1a to be noted. for hia fiD&DOlal eu.c tlon.a and. the 
I a 

neglect of hi• lcingclom. Je•• contributed ' 8'16 in hi• reign. 

' I\ ia at hi• ooronation that the inf1moua riota at London oocurred. 

SQPpoaing that Jews would be minded to protect themael•ea b7 fighting, Jaooba 

says that they were without the mean&, tor in 1181 the Assize of Arma allowed 
5 

no Jew to meep 111&11 or hauberk. Thia left Jewa entirely unprotected. It i a 

suggested that thia prohibi tion againat arma f or Jewa 111&& brought on by the emi-

gration ot nee~ Jewa from •ranee at thla time. In 1180 ~h111p1~ .Auguste .bad 

arrested. all of them and helo. them tu ran&om for tit'•n thousand. mal'ka. '.L'wo 

yeara later they were ban1ahed. Perhaps th1a decree of banialllll9nt waa antioi-
6 

pated by voluntary emigration on the part of the Jew. It 1a to be interred 

toat such nee~ Jews might be dangerous robbera it armed. But the ._aize of 

~ only reatrio~ed mail &AO. not arma. It waa a prohibi tion ~in.at Jewa be-

comiug knigh: s. Rer.bapa all of our references to them as auch are berore 1181. 
8 

But the references to "Benediotua mile•" are found after the i.aaise, o. 1186, 
~ 

and in 1189. hrb&pa the tltle atmlc with him for a time. ..no., Jacob• and 

Rigg are mistalten, when they say that the Jr;a were without ~ anu at all. 

7 

•t London the Jewish house• were attacked and some of them brokml 

into. If the~ were too s trong tor this, the thatched roots were set on fire 
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10 
and the house• d.e1troyecl. Jew were murdered and thei r wealth plundered. 

11 
Recor ds of debt• were de1troyect. 

.loooWJ.t• apread of tbe great riohea the populace had secured froa 

the Jews, and other aect1on1 of the oountey d.eoided to enrich themael vea in th• 

aame wa7, although the kiug bad sent write to all paru of the lcingu.om. forbiG-
. 12 13 

ding molestation of the Jew, and guaranteeing them peace and 1ecurit7. 
14 

These meant little. .Perhaps beaause he left &nglam Jlllocber 11, 1189 he 
16 

.But n•• riot1 alao brolte out because of hil 

la.xi.ty. •'ew oftend.era in the London riot were punlshe~, and. tbeae only tor 
16 17 

damage done to Ohriatian propen7. At ~. abo14~ the month of Janue.17. 1190• 

becauae of the king'• writ, the to11111peo~le refrai nea f ro ... attacltlllg the Jen, 

althouah they were aroused. b7 a a t oey that Jen had pursued. a convert to 

Christianity i nto a ohuroh. 'lhe foreign ore• Of a •hip in \he harbor, ilOWever, 

bur ned the Jews• houses, murdered them. ano. took thei r riohea, a.nu. aaUed. 
18 

At llorwioh the Jen were a ttacked. and all of their property pil-
19 20 

laged. ~ey were robbed also at Bury ~t • .Admund's, and many were ki lled. 

't he rest escapecl through the help of Abbot ~ampaon who oraved royal permission 

' o expel them from the town. ~via inters that this was done because of the 
21 

paa t o.ebts of t he Abbey 'o the Jews. 
22 

~d. Jacoba , cal ling him ••an ene~" 

would agree, altho\lgh Margoliouth contend.a that different motives were be-

bind hia acl. Re cite• Braoelond Who t el l • of tbe a micable relation& between 

the Jews and the abbey. how "their monies were kep t aafe in our treasury, 

un11er the oare of tne aaorist." Thi s writer aqa that .Abbot Sampson wanted to 

protect the Jews of the town, "he allegiug that •batsoe~er ia within the t own 

of ~t . Aldmun~, or within t he libert ies thereof, of right beloll8~th to St. 
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.15d.mwld. ~ere fore, the Jewa O\.lbllt to beo0bl8 the men of St. Ad.munci '••• ~e 

king, however, demurred to auoh a claim beo~ae he woulo. nave loat. finailoial 

advantage from the Jew•. ~ <ielll&lld. waa not granted.. ~reupon Sampaon aaucl 

penni•don to expel the Jew from the town, an1.1. the license ,.. granted. &nnecl 

foroe• were ordered to protect them on their Journe7 from St. Aclmunci '•• h _. 

alao provided, that "if the Jews should come to the great pleas or the abbot to 

demand their debta f r om the i r d.ebtora, on suah1..1oooaaiona they mi ght for two days 

and two ni~hta lodge within the town, and on the third day be permitteci to de-

part without inju17.• Pertaapa •bbot Sampaon •• a deaoendant o f .Tewa. At ~ 
23 

rate he ia referred to aa a "just and. upright man." Probably Sampson had 

no other mot ives than kindness to the Jewa. 

•t Stamford., o.uring the fair o t mid-Lent, young .;rqa&dera at-

tac~ed the Jewa. ~or the moat part they took refut,e in the vas tle. But their 
2• 

houaea were left unprotected, and we re •ackeci by t he Oruaadera. Gerard d.e 

O&mville, a great b c:t.?'OD, and. at the time Bigb Sheriff o f t he county, waa one 
25 

ot tne acoomplioea, having harbore:i men concerned in t he pillage. lie nao., in 

ao~ord.ance with the ouatom ot the time, bought the office, a disgraceful system 

Qesigned by ~iaharci to yielo. money, aa he had ~i•aipated all of hia meana the 

fi rst year. Gerard pa.ya ClOWll • 320 3a. Sd. on account o f 700 marka (• 4 66 
26 

l3a. 4d.) tor t!.e aherl fl"ciom of Li ncolnshire. •aiurally unacrupulous men . 

who had no care tor the welfare of the killb"Clom nor for that o f the Jewa (11ho 

were neoeasary to the kingdom) aeoured o ffice. On his return in 1194, Riobard 

deprived Gorard. of Oamville and Bugh Bardolf of the sherit!'doma of Lincolnshire 

and Yo l1cahire. a.a well as of the ~ceping of t he caat lea of Lincoln. York, and 
27 

Scarbor ough. Gerard of ~amville was charged with connection i n the matte r 
26 

of t he :ltamford. riot, and. had to p ay t he king 2000 marka . Hugh aa well ha<i 



--70--

aided in the Yor1cahire !'iota. although after they bad begun he ordered their 
29 

cessation . but waa u.naole to effect it. 

At Lincoln. the Jews. warned. in time. took t lleir money with the 
30 

into the caatle. ~.bat they bad to pay tor thia privilege ia altogether 
u ~ ~ 

li1atl7. filere .. re probably •imilar rlota at ~olcheater. 'lbeUord.. and 

Oapringe. 
M ~ 

&114 other town.a. Winoheater appeara to have been the only except ion. 

~he worat of these attacka waa mad.e at York in 1190. aenaclict 
36 

and Joaoe ot tore were reput ed t o lhe in houaea lilat palaoea9 of which the 

gene ral p opulace waa u turally env1 1>Ue ~la Ume rar.ka the beginning of t he 
:VI 

worst perioci in the hiator;; of tm Jewa in &ngland. William of Bewbur;y •q•. 
"lhe leadera of thia dar~ plan were ao• of the noolea indebted to the in;>ioua 

uaurers in large •uma. aome of Whom .having ghen up t hei r eatatea to them tor 

t he money ·they .bad reoe1ve4. were now oppreaaecl b7 gre't want. aome bound b7 

the i r own auretiea were preased by the exaction• of the 1'reasuey to aatiaty the 
38 

royal uaurera." While thoae ready t o go on the o ruaadea found t h is a good 

'7&y to HOure money to equip themaelVE'B e probabl y having gotten the idea trom 

the situation at Stamford. Benedict'• house waa plundered anu deatroyed. 

Joaoe. who appears to have been the head of t he York conmuniiy. pe r suaded the 

Castellan of tbe Caatle to give his fellow-Jews shelter. and they took with 

them vast a:moanta of money "equal to r oyal t reasure•"• ano. guarded t ne rest at 

their homea. Jooe'• atrong houae was finally broken into and pil laged, even 

the furniture being deatroyecl. Wne n the ·.varden of the cws tle wen t out on &O!lle 

business. t ne Jews decicie<i to lock him out for tear that he bao. g<?ne ;o be t ray 
39 

them. Aa a result the castle was besieged. When it .is about to be taicen. 

the Je .. decided to kill thems e lvea. Bef ore QOlug s o, they burnt t heir rioheat 

gannent&9 and their p recious veaaela and all the wealth that they c oald, in 
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oru.er that th• Ohriatiau ahoulcl Gome to poaaeaa none of 1'. After the Jew 

bacl lcilled themaehea, &JMi the caatle waa oapturecl, finding that the Jewa them-

aehea had not poaaeaa9' the clMcla, the oonaplratora went to the O&theclral and 

made the guardian.a b&ncl over the reoord.8 of the debta Wbioh they 1 traight•7 

'° burned. Thi• entire maaaaore waa the deliberate oonapiraoy of certain smaller 

barona and abbots to rid th.emaehea of indebtedness to Jews. They used the mob 
•1 

who were in a passionate state of feyer• heat to effect their end.a. J.mong the 

lead.era was Riobard llal•1'7a•• who waa of the Pwroy family, other members ot wt.loll 

aided in the maaaaore. ~· hro7 t•U1 waa in debt to the Je,.a; Richard. 2era, 

baQ ~hen two b0ftte1 ot land to Whhby Abbe7 for ass is tance in releaaing h im 

ano. hi• land• "de Jwlaiamo•. Maleb7aae ia also aaaooiated in the 1Jl&8aaore with 

Kannad.ulte 4&rell, and. the 4.rella were in debt to the Jewa. lil.o.barci Jlalebyaae 
•2 

o•e• money to £aron ot Linaoln aa early aa 11821 

4S 
though he had only come into 

his p roperty ai.x yeara before. We regret to hear tbat in 1201 John releases 

'" him of the uauriea trom the ciebta of the Jew. 
4-6 

the Je~s than eTer. 

Yet oe died more 1.n <iebt to 

~ia riot and the plunder oonueoted with it indicate that the 

Jewa were Tery wealtlq at this time. '!.be Ohriatian ahroniolera oont1nuall7 
4-6 

speak in bitter t erms of their oatentation, and indicati-0n of ~alth. 
47 

~~ some oaaea duplicates of deed.a aeem to have existed, and 

their destruction _. ot no a"f&il to the debtora. In 3 Richard I Robert; de 

Boesel still owes 20 marim tor hi• tine tor the debts which his father owed to 
•e 

the Jews of York. The sona of .Oenedict the Jew owe 700 marka to ba"fe the 
49 

l anus of their father a nd of bil debts .accor<i.ing to his charters. Bis sona 

have ~esired to have bis debts on the ~asis of t he counterfoils in their 

possession witnout comparing t hem as usual wi th the originals which have been 
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50 
des t ro19d.. In 1 JohD"lhomaa cie •ton owea It 40 am one palfrey worth 7 narka 

tor the <iebu of »enecliot &DA Joaoe Jen of Yo~ -..aM;U .. la an eacheat of 
51 

the Jdng.• ~ ciebta tell into the king'• b&ncia aa univeraal legate& of the 
~ ~ 

•rtyra, aa well aa the propert1 of thoae who muN.ere'1 theme 

JliabU from plaoea other than York Where there were riota were 

reoonred aa well. In 4 lU.oll&rO. l -Uraell of Gipeawloh &nCl Y•aao ot H<ltorcl 

anu. Selgmired. of St. Adnwnci renaer oount of 50 mar.lea for bav1J28 ouato~ of the 

obat tela of Yaaao, Jew ot St. ~und, which are reoJa>ned at It 121) (Who waa 

M 
lcilled at ~edford) for the benefit of the heir of the <ieoeaaed." 

~he Ohuroh hllll declared the apoliation of a Jew aimple r obber:v. 

But the value of thi• in the aajority of oasea was practically nothing because 

uo Jew c ould bring a charge agains t a OhriaUan, and. Jewiah testimony waa never 
65 

to p revail over that of true Ohrtatiana. 

where the king was greatly atteoteci, aome effort was made to apprehend. t he 

oulprita. 

One of Riobard'• r !?asona f or being in<ilgnant a t the whole Yon 

masaac re and. at all ot the rnaaaacrea , i u tact, wa a the g reat los s to the treasury. 
57 

.aesiU.es punishing the riotera i.hat he oou1d apprehentl Ric.bard was probably 

leu. b7 these inciaeni.a t o ord~r all the Jewa' debt• enrolled in the Royal 
b8 

freasur,y. 
59 

~ere la a 1tatute dating from 1276-1290 which g ives reuona 

for r egis tering a debt. It aays: !lllasmuoh aa our lord .naa in time paat aua-

taineu ~reat damage aa regard.a the r ecovery of the t hiru. part or t he good.a of 

the ueceaaed J ewa, ano. as regard.a iq>oslng tallage upon them, ana. likewise in-

asmuch aa Christiana bave often lost their ple~ge• owing to loana privily 

cont rac ted between them and Jewa, it is provia.ed t hat no Jew or Jewess •hall 

in the future lend to Christiana upon any pledge more than the sum ot twent7 



--'13--

shilling•, ezoepUng in the preae?!Oe of a ohlrographer and cle~ especially u-

signed and aworn tor thla purpoae, s o that the pledges and loan aforeaaid be 

cUatinotly and openly enrolled b7 a olerk, with a chirographer to view and wit-
60 

nesa it.• tJndoubhdl7, th~• law was carried over f rom prwvious onea inasmuoh 

as t he Kxohequer was inaugurateu aeventy-fl ve or more years be t ore. ln tao\, 

.Brompton says that the new arrangement of aronae {not t he ~equer of the Jew• 
61 

yet) waa to proteot debtors against fraud. Of oourse, he i• lat e and un-
62 

t rustworthy, but there muat be aome truth to hia rema~ ainoe the s ame aeema 

tc;· h&H been reiterated in toe atatute. lt -1ve• aome ot the reaaons tor the 

.1ting 'a deaire to register debts, although lt only ahon t.ne ao.v1i1.nt~ he gained. 

there b;y over t ne Jewa, a.no. not over the barons a.a well. 

Sime 1190 Jtiohard. n&l1 been &~ on tbr ~ird. ~ruaa<Le, preparaUona 
63 

for which .b.au taxea the A'ngliah financial reaour~es to the utmost, And then 

on hia retum, in .l.leoember 1192, Riobarci waa ••heel in Vlei ..a by J.eopolci, ~ 

ot 4uatria, a nd helu for a ransom of 100,000 mar1ca <• 66 , 666 l~a. ~.) to be 

" pai~ in halve• at Miohaelma• 1193 and Jlid-J.ent 1194. It was equal to three 

yeara•ave t'age of .ii.ngland '• revenues of the time o f Henry II. But the f oreign 
65 

dominioua would also have to aupply part ot it. But in 1193 the ransoc was 
66 

raised to 150,000 martta. Although Richard was released of the rest o f the 
67 

ransom at the Cleath of the J>uke of •uatrta in J.Atcembe r 1194, 
68 

almost the 

ent ire revenue of Sngland tor two years was required; 
69 

and many measures f or 

rai s ing the ransom were put into use. ~hese ranaom tau• were paid to apeaial 
70 

Comniasionera, so that :nothing of them appears on the 3olla. 

On the 30th of Karoh, 1194, afte r Riobard'• re tur n f rom German.v, 

the Jews p romised bOOO marks to t he king at Horthampton. In London , .i.euleaalt 

gives It 40, It 8, Ii a. Ii 8 13•. 44 •• in f ou r payment•, .Benedict rarvus • 46, 

~leaaut It '10 l?a. 4d.., anC1 Joaoe fil lsa.a.o It 63, amounts several timea more 
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71 
than the great naJority on the liat. Because of the massaorea. York. ~tam-

72 
for<i, Lytia, and. BUJ7 St. AdmuJ:Mi'• are not on the liat. OJ:>.ly a lit.tle more 

7a 
than nalf of the aua prcmlattd. ia record.ad. in the liat • anQ. preaumabl~ ghen. 

It seema that 1 t waa often a gendral oourae tor more to be promiaeo. or assessed. 

trl&Il was gi va. .,, 
'lhe revenue bad. been Yery low during a-6 Rio.oard. I 

'16 
beoauae of 

the unsettled atate of tbe kingdom during hi• absence, and beoause of the 
'16 

heavy ransom. Bow Riobard was urgently in need of money. Moreover, thia 
77 

situation waa aggravated by an u:pecrl. tion to lfonnanq to be faced. 1'aturall7, 

he would. 1.uru to the Jns as a. means to secure tun<ia. 

'rhe enonnoua wealth of &aron of Lincoln mu.at have caused. the 

d ng to realize the poasiblliti1::s of Jewiah usary. ~he great number anci extent 

of his debt a caused the inatitutiDg of tne Soaccariqn Aaron~ s, a model for the 

later axohequer of the Jen. And. t.be masaaores of 1189-90 further indicated 

tne wealth of the Jews gained by usury, and Q.emaD(Jeci that some reccrd be icept ot 
78 

Jewish business to protect the icing and. t he d.ebtor. ~hua it was tha\ Hubert 
79 80 

•alter, tue Ohief Juatioiar, devised. a plan. All of the <18bts, mortgages, 

lanQs, houses, reut a, an~ possess ioua of the Jewa were registere~. with ww.ger 

.,f ;·orfeU . it they were oonoealed.. Six or seven places ( p~obably London, 

Lincoln, Xorwioh, Winche~ter, ~anterbury, Oxford, ~ambridge, Bottingham, Here-
61 

ford, or Driatol ) were provio.ed at whioh all contraota were to be made. 
82 

Ramsay, citing Stubba and Boveden mentions that these Begistriea were to be 

established in but t'our of the chief corn::1ercial cente rs ot the kingdom. There 
83 

was to be a s t rong box (area) f or the keeping ot' aeouritiea and dooumeuts. 

The choice of certain towns for Arch48 practically foroed Jews to live only 
8' 

in these towna. 1'Wo Christian and two Jewiah lawyera, two legal registrars. 

and t he clerkS ot' William of the Church ot ~t. lla.ry•s an~ William of ~himill1 
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were the ones before whom all contracta were to be made. Charters were to be 

made. one to remai~ with the Jew. the other in tbe ooar:ion cheat. l.nd. the olerlca 

were to keep a roll ot the tranaoripta ot all o.barura. aniL to alter them aa 
85 

the ch&rtera were alurec:l. Blgg &'1d.a tbat a toarth . roll, oonta1n1ug a reoord. 

of every chirograph and ot all dealings therewith. waa to be kept b1 the olerk 
86 

ot the eaoheata, but t hia waa later. 

~he .J..,• aoquittanoea or aadgnmenta ot loana were m&Q.e out in . 
tne form to which he waa 11aecl in bi• dealings with fellow Jewa. ~e;t were called. 

atarra. from t.be Jlebrew \memorial or reoor<i). ~ orecdtor signed. 

them in Hebrew, anci aQQec:l llia aeal. A atarr of aoqui ttanoe entitleQ the debtor 

to canoellation &l1ci. uelher,y of tbe ciuplioaie or "toot" (pea) of the chirograph, 

bllt waa noi valid unleas enrolled in the ~q'IMtr. ~hi• waa probably not the 

original rule, b11t it waa alre~ eatabliahecl in the micl<ile ot the thirteenth 
8'7 

century; and so the ~lea Bolla often contain tranaoripta ot theae documents. 

fhere are oases of debta being again demanded whiah have al~eady been paid, for 
88 

which the king demanded a tine from \.he Jews. To avoid such an accident, 
89 

debtors often had their ahetsrs or acqui t t ance& enrolled on the Pipe Roll. 
90 

or to nave a general acknowledgement inscribed on t he Boll. In t he thirteenth 

century Jew• were frequently accused of having talae charters. ~erbaps the 

complicate~ c anpo.~u interest caused t he debtors to believe tr.at fra~~ was 
91 

c oaoi t t eci. ~he a.ebtor was answerable to the' Crown upon an UJlJ'egiatereCt chir-
92 

og~h or one privily acquitted. 

~he orea.itor then w&a placed at the mercy ot t he ~rown. When-
I 

ever the Daron• were noi re&«:Ly f or payment, the king co11ld examine the Arobae9 

ana. aaoert.aining their financial po&ition. ooula. tallage them. aru.i if the~ 
9J 

proved. retraotory, attach t hem anu tneir oouus till they paid. 

·~hi• Ordinance shortly resulted in the estaolisament of the 
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.cb:Ohequer ot the Jews aa a apecial orana.b ot the \aJ"e&t &xohequer. 
95 

1enow the uaot date ot iU inception. a priore iliteren~e aa to the 

time of the inatltuti;gg ot tbe Jewiah 4'xahequer ia aupported by corroborative 

evidence. ~he -~alogua de ~oaooar10• giving a minute deaorlptlon of the ~reat 

aDUaequer under Ben1"7 II doea not mention it. ior do the 21.pe Bolla. BrQlll>-

ton, whoae unaapportecl taat1moU¥ we could not aooept, saya that Richard I ap-

poi nted proouratora l"Proouratore•"I to aettle plea• between Jews and Chria t iana. 
96 

or among Jews themael~••• ~· lawa known as the "Oapitula de Judaeia" in-

dicate that the Jewl&h :&xchequer waa not i n exiatenoe in 1194. ~heae lawa were 
• 97 

the first step towarda its inatltution. 

In 10 aicbard 1 (1198-9~ ) we have the first uiatinct mention of 
98 

the ~ardena or Juaticea ot t.be Jews. :i'l'Om these faou we may conclude ihat 

the Jewi•h .Kxc.tlequer came into existence between 1194 ani 11~8-1199 . We f ind 

t.tl&t tne it-8 dealing with Jen were now recorded in the reco rds of the 1'1-
99 

chequer of the Jew• {1199-1200). Benedict de ~alemunt , a Jew, one of toe 

'Nard.ens of the Jews, begina to transfer tbe Jewish u.eb ts f rom the lireat Roll 
100 

to a separa t e aooount in 10 Rionard I. 

The prilicipal oftioials were at Weatminater, &l¥l were oallecl 

" the Justices as liigned for tne ouatoa.y of the Jewa,• or ''.lust.ices or the Jews,• 

or 11Wara.ena ot tbe Jr. ~a. • ~here we re two to five of th.em. In 10 Richard 1 and 
101 

l John, there are Jews among them, but we find no later references of this. 
102 

'they er9 Benedict de ~alemunt and Joseph Aaron. The Jus tioiars were to .ceep 

the Jew~sh accounts aa arran ec. fo r by t he Ordinances of the J ewry, to collect 
103 

tallages , and to deciue between Jew and Christian in disputes about debta. 

I n 4 Edward I it is said that it was customary fo r a Jew to offi ciate as 

esoheat or, i.e., to take charge of tenements &nQ chattels of Jews falling into 
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104 
the banda of the king by death or tranagressiona. ~e Clerk ot the ~ourt 

105 
waa alao a .Jew. uaually, one of the ahirographers of the London JLroba. 

The Close Bl>l l of 1249 BaiY• that no Jew is to hola office in the 

Jewish &zahequer except Jacob ~iaoopua. J.brabam, aon of ViTea, and Jacob. son 

ot Flureyea and. if ~lia• .ifi>iaoopua, who was previoual7 sitting in the Axohe-

quer. should •it there ~in by the preoept of the king • .Aaron aon ot .Abrabam9 

ii to be kept aa hi.a aaaooiate. JUias Bpieoopua had. been appointed. in 1243 a• 

tt2resbyter of all the Jewa of ~land", i.o aucoeed ._ron of York. lie must b&Te 

been a1"8.Ys appointea for life, as we IOlOW of only aix of them f rom l2u0 to 1290. 

'lie know oonoluaivel~ that tb.i• .ireab7ter waa an otfioer of t.he Jewlah ~he~ue r, 

but we oannot definitely define his ~utiea. It ia quite probable that he waa a 

successor of the Jewish Juatioea. The Presbyter, Raginua filiua J.lagis t ri J.loa-

sei, had been sworn into the Jewish .&xobequ~r, · to look after the adminis t ra-
106 

t i on of justice tor the king, and to explain his lawa. Sliaa Bpiacopua and 

Haginua fil ius »oasei , both ?reab7tera, were evidently prominent men of wealth, 
107 

and they could a id. the killt, when he ~ished t o tallage the Jews. We .mow that 

Joseph Aa.ron, one Of the Justices, was wealthy, for we llave a Pi pe Roll item 

of 9 ii.iobarci l statiDg that he reoeiveu. Lhe cash balanoe of It 40 from the Sheri!! 
108 

of \Voroeater. '.l!allagea were exaotea. by com:.unities, a certain amount being 
109 

assigned t o oaah. 

In each town where tAere was a ohest, tne principal off icers were 

calle& chirographers. 'lhey were. i. 111 t he ~ulaion, four iu number, two 

Christ ians , an<l two Jews, altnuugb an ~rinted. Statut e of Ac.iWard 1 sa.ys tbat 
110 

t he re sh o.ild be three Ohriai.iana anu. i.wo Jen. 

Wnen a debt was paic.i, the Jew made a release or quit- claim 
111 ( ~"\a ) , which the debtor preaente<i to t he ouatodian ot the chest Who 
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delive red him the oount.er-ohirograph duly cancelled. lt the cou:nt ertoil waa 
112 

not deposited in a cheat, the Jew could not demand the money due him. .Bonete7 

o! ~riatol coul~ not receive l oo •hilliDga with interest that he Qemanlied from 

&lias Harang beoauae he prod.uoeci no Ohirograph or :..alley, a nd beoause no i'e• 

<lhirographi wu found in the Chirographer'• ... heat. 'lhe ~ron.a of the Qohequer 
ll:S 

discharged &liaa. It a Jew releaseu the debtor prlvil,'1, without givlDg 

notice t• the Ohirographers or the Justices, the debtor could be called on to 
114 

pay a aecoffil time. In order to sell or to tran.ater a debt, the Jew had to 
115 

receive permission tran the king. 'le ahall have mo re to say or the AXChe-

quer in later reign•. 

After the riots , the Je1'1 were fleeced nevertheless . In 1191, we 
116 

read. of William Longohamp, who as sumed power over ..clnglam in 1190, as tol-

lows: "A meet i ng was helu on tbe east aiae of London ~ower, when in the pre-

sauce of t ne aforesai~ nobles it was ~eoide~ unanimously that such a man sh0uld. 

henceforth no longer rule in &Dgland, by whom the Churoh of God ba~ been put 

to sh&cle and the people to ..-,ant. ~or the C.haJlcellor 8ll<l hi• satellites had so 

exhausted al l th& riches of t he kingdom t hat t ney l~ ft no man a silver baldric, 

no woman a necklace, no noole a ring, and no Jew arq treasure or aD¥tlalq ot 

worth. Ancl they had so cleared. out the 'J
1reasury of tile king t nat nothing ot 

the last two years coul~ be found in his boxes except t he keys and empty 
117 

vessels." Of course. thia account i s wl'lTten by one who mus t have disliked 

Longohampa much. We :lolo, ... however, that 11Longohamp for some t en months (in 

1190-91) lorded it over Q:igland in grand style; holcilng councila, dispensing 

Crown patronage, t raversing the coun: ry with a devour ing retinue , surrouuded 

by foreigner and sycophants, levying contribut ions from t htt lai ty as Justiciar, 

an~ from the clergy as Legate." But he was chiefly interested in raising money 
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118 
ever-lDoreaaing demand•" of Rl.ohard. 

A 21pe Boll 1 tem of l Riobard I aaya that Bene\.l.iot the Jew owea 
119 

marka because he detained the rents of hia lord.. The p&ioblem arise• as to 
· 120 

hat waa the exaot relation of a Jew and hia lord. Probably thi• indicate• 

nly a simple rent due from ~ened.ict. and a fine for lax payment. Or it Bene-

iot ia the "Benecllotua Mile•"• a Jewish might. whose sons are mentioned lat er. 
122 

ia lord wo~ld be the or'1ina17 fewial overlord. It 10. if the A.saiae of 

rma was enforced in regard. to Beneuiot. he could not be wearing armor at &JV 

f t he times that hia naM ia mentioned. aa the earlieat date at which we hear 
12a 

of hi~ as a knight ia about 1186 in oonneotion with his sona. lie oould. not 
124 

have been dead. at thia time u we hear of him in l liiohard I. But in 4 •-
125 

Benedict ha.a not yet paid the fine. 

In 2 John we find. a reoord. whioh refers to a Jew and his lord.. 

a Jew living at Ohambay Whom Stephen de Portico caused t o come 

from f rance While Ohamb~ was in his band.a. What relationship is involve~ ia 
126 

i mpossible to •&7• 

ln 4 Rl.o.bard I. Leo, Jew of Woroeater. owea 20 marka to be baile4 

out of the king '• priaon in which he waa place<l for a toroible entey into tbe 
12'7 

hospital at Worcester. Whet.ber it waa a caae of pure burgla17 or a oaae 

of enforcing an illegal claim is i..ot clear. Aooord.ing to Jacob•. probably a 
128 

severe penalty woula have been require~ for burglar,y. But in 7 Riobard 

121 

read of a Leo. Jew of Glouoester. who "owea 20 ma.rlca for that he was aocuae4 
129 

of bei ng of t he ~ociety of a~tla••·" It ia possible to associate the two 

for t.ue time between tlle item& is only a matter of three yeara. aw. 'loroeater 
130 

is not far from Gloucester. The first item offers a possibility uf criminal 

ten~encies; and the latter is iruiicative of them. ,jerhaps in theae year& Leo 

movea.. .U a crimiUl, it i• all the mor~ikely, as he ·.Yould not be tolerated. 
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e i t her by the Jewa or tha Ohriatlana of Woroe1ter. JI. turther proof that Leo 

did not engage in aau17, but that he may have been a robber, atrUcea ua when ,.. 

realise that we haTe no other record.a of him to indicate that he waa a usurer. 

Poaaibb aome Jewa were robbers. 1t 1a possible that the .Aeaise 

of .Anna was ordained in 1181 becauM of the coming to agland. of nee~ .Tewa 
131 

from ir&nce juat before their expulsion from that country. Such refugees 

may have had to resort to robbery in orcier to live. 

On October 10, 1194, a ciay 1a f1xeci ••tor the plea of the Jew and 
132 

of "9.rcon, in cua toci_y tor forge~.· Garcon may be a Jewish name. 

Contra17 to the opiniona elQ>re••ed in Max liuller 'a essay on the 
l~ 

question, ~Are there Jew• 1n Cornwall!" which ciiaprona the fact that Jewa 

worked the tin mines there, &D'1 would oonaequently :.ay that they o.iu not live 

there, Jacobs saya that Jewa dio. live in Cornwall. lie quot.ea a O.ocument of 

about 11~8 which p roves that Jews existed there, an~ U.t theJ oought aJKi stored 

tins. It 1a an ord.inauce tbat "apecitie• neither man nor woman, Christian nor 
134 

Jew" shall buy or sell or store or remove tin unless they obey certain laws. 

'fhe bet th~ t Jen are mentioneU. tot,e ther with Christians shO'."S that they must 

havd live~ i n Cornwall and had something to do wi t h the b~ing an~ selling of 

tin. Camden aaya of the tinnerieaa •fliowev~r their product was very inconaider-

able in tne time of Klug John, the right of working them being whol l y in the 

king a s Karl of Cornwall and the mines fanned by the Je vs for l OJ marks , and 

aocor~ing to this p roportion t he t enth of i t , namely, • 6 13s. 4d. is at this 
135 

day paid by the Crown t.o the .Bishop of ~xeter." KUller maint.ains that Jewa 

136 
diu not sdtt. le in Cornwall to work in the tin minea (in oppostion to those 

who would p rove auoh a situation by citing the name or one of its c ities, 
13? 

Ka.radon, as meaning "ilarke t. .Te•")• I n a pos tcript, he concludes t hat 
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138 
Je·ns ciid no i. settle in Cornwall in large number•. He aoes disc over a few 

real Jews i n Cornwall in 3 John ll202) . ~hey a re ~imon de J)ena • .a.uu.one til 
139 

Sam'Llel, ana. Aaron, but they a.eal only in finance. Our ooncl'LlSion is baaed 

on a l l tae tacta, &nO. eapeo1ally on ~amden'a stat ement a bove, told i n t oo minut e 
140 

details to have been invente~ that Jews a.id have a little to cio with the 

t i n mines. p robabq only terming t.tl•• We have a turtller 1,root in tae taat 

tllB.t a fte r Jlid.•rda N:Pul•ion of the Jews in 1290, the Oornwall tin mines were 
141 

leased to tbe Florentine• by t.ile govermnent. 

hr the first tim•• uwle r Rio.bard, we have h is acts ot spoliation 

recora.ed in connection witu tbe e tteou ot a Jew, and a usurer, 48.ron ot York. 
1•2 

In t he r eig n ot h enry 11 this reoording waa m>ided. so tha t we could not 

dis~over t he true amount mulcted by him f rom t.he Jews, 

Dl!llebenie ot Riai.ng must have been quite weal t~ for he ie 

mentione~ several times i n ~be records , "Be owes l Ou ma rks ou the surety ot 
143 

tile Aa.rl o t Arundel," a large amount, inu.icat ing t.hat be baa. len t t he .&a.rl 

much. ~efore this, about 1173 , the vassals of h is father whose ueots he inheri-
144 

ted, gave aids to relieve him ot his debts . Ot these ..eulebenie r eceiveo. 5 
145 

marks an<i 20 shi llings and 8! mark.a and 3 nark& ot one aooage. 

Jlltulebenie alao owe• • 10 to r hi• r ight to h is u.eota against 

~lrio o.e DellOf&b"O , &llll William cie Vialon, and. God.trey bro the r ot t lle .oi&rl, 

a.no. ~iel d.e .iledq, anu. the 4'r1or of Lynn. Dut tbe lat t er i s te&ci in the f ire 
146 

Of Lynn. an11 Aulebenie ooulu. not h olo. .uim i or his MM. ~ie tee also incti-

oat es large debta. 

~be ~act t.ll&t a bout 1188 the vassa ls of t he A&rl .ba~ t.o g ive 

a i cis f or h i& debta sho"Na that sanetiuiea even the vaasals ane&. teuantry oo;il a. be 

aftecte~ ind.ire~t ly by Jewiah U8'Llt'Y• ~his p r obably happened whenever a large 



-e2-

147 
proprietor tell into debt to Jewa. And it ia interesting to note that the7 

148 
paid the ~rl in money, not .in kincl, Whioh proves that all society waa be-

ginning to lhe by money econom;y. i1 though the vassals indicate that these aicla 

are "benevelnoe•" ghen ot thei r own tree wlll, yet onoe the custom waa eata-

blished it •oul4 be ~ittlcult to evacut them. The Barl and otner Jewish oredl-
149 

tors appea r frequently, and undoubtedly these aids wo~lu have to be paid 

often. The Jew• thea h81i e.iemies among the lower olaaaea even though they did 

not lend to th ... 

In t he •ort.bampton ~allage of 1194, we have a Magiater Denjamln 

"at \Jamoflcige Who clearly was chief man t here , and who P8¥8 the largest share in 

~ 
ine ~allage,• ~ 10•. an~ • 26. Jaoobs aays tbat the ti t le Magister 

161 
implies something more reverenu tban money-lend.lug. Be must have been a 

~ster of t.he 1-w who helped o.eoide IDl&JJi,V oaaea among Jewa themselves, and be-
152 

tween them a.no. the government. iut nevertheleas he lent money too. In 6 
153 

Johll we find. him doing buaineas with other Je,... 

In 1194 Jacobs estimate• the Jewish population at 2000 (probabl7 
lM 

too small an estimate) out short b7 the massacres ot 1190. The total popu-

lation of England waa about a million and a halt. As moat of the business 

was done by barter, the country could not very wel l lupport more ~surers, 

who unpro~uotive aa they were, severely taxed the r esources of the countr;y, 
155 

even thJugh they may have encouraged bui l~ing , eto. 

We do hear of a tew in other endeavors. There h a phyaician at 

Lynn, anu an Isaac ltedious of London.~ossey of Gloucester and. Simon are jewellera. 

Leo the Jew ia a gol~smith . ;os ~ibly the moneyer Iaao ot York waa a Jew. There 
1!>6 

are &n innkeeper, various acribe1, au~ a master of boys. 
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VIII 

~ - 1199-111§ 

lmDediately upon hia accession, John reoognised the necessity 

ot protecting t.be .Jen, and. restoring the oonfidenoe clenroyed by the n:asacrea 
1 

during Richard'• reign. In JOlm'• reign we have a good ind.ioation of the em-

ployment of Jewa a& spongea, allowing them to &nMa great wealth tor a time , and 
2 

then to exaot 1t from tb:em. Of course, the Jew had plent1to live on in thia 

way, and. ao hia situation woulU. not have been intolerable had. 1t not been f or 

the c~ltlea laid upon him. John threw out baits for foreign Jewa to settle 
3 

i n England. .But, nevertheless, he was atrong, oun.ning, bru.tal, an.J. treacherous, 
~ 

the meanest an<i the -moat despised king of Bngland. Daapite his policy toward& 

the Jews, shortly after the bee,inning of his reign, he was generally a dverse 
5 6 

towaru.& them. Soon he e~ted money f rom them in a most oruel fashion. 

must be remembered that during tbe York riot, John .hau. been on the side of 
7 

rwisey, one of the chief riotera. .defore his ascension to the throne he bad 

even be~ in peraonal debt to a Jew: ''Ano. by payment by .Un..., •s writ to Uosce, 
8 

the JeYI, l .:. marka for p~ing a <leeel of John, the King's son" (~2 Heney 11). 
9 

~his ma.y ac~Ollllt for his later antipat~. 
10 

Revenue receivea. from Jews in h is reign amoUll.ted to about Ii 3996, 

Jluring John's reign, there are oonfinnationa of sales of manors 

by &.nd to Jews by the king. He received tee• fo r the confirmation. J osee son 

0f Isaac the Jew is allowed by the king to s e'\.l to knight Henry de Uray the 

manor of '.i.!urroo which he holds f rom h is father lsa<io who bou8ht it from t lle arl 
11 

ot l"errara. Such aupervia i on on the part of the king allo1wed h im to manipulate 

the barons better to his advantage. The pressure t he king could put on his 
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nobles owing to his being Arohusurer la shown by his offering to quit claim 
12 

Reginald Manleverer of llebts to the Jews if he would raarry a oertain person. 

In l Johll we read of a Leo the Jew "our golc&.smith" who ia to be 
13 

protectee1. by order of the king. In 6 John there ia mention of "a stick with 22 
14 

sapphires, which were ~lmon•a the Jews." ~he Jen must have been j ewellers. 

~he . king waa paying much a t tention to the Jews of the realm and. 

the financial ayaiem revohing about t hem. not; for humanitarian rea&OD$, but 

beca~se they brought money to him from all quarters, and because they were uae-
16 

ful t o him, againat the •rona eapeoiall7. ln 1200 he apl,ointed a new set of 

~ustioiars of the Jewa, all ~hriatiana now--not two Jews and two ~hristiana a• 

before. ~he ldng continually ao.dresae<i them t o d.elher up deeds and t o car ry 
16 

out nis comnan~s with regard to the Jewa. 

In 1201 John grants a cllarter of libert iea to the Jews, part of 
17 

which is practically identical with tbat of Riobard. I which is extant, and 

Which mentions a similar one in the t ime of Henry I. ·.!'his charter of John'• 

grants to the Jews of the realm "to have freel y and honorably residence in our 

land, and t o hold all that from us which they held from King Henry, our fatner•s 

grandfather, a nd a ll that they r easonably hol~ in l anu anu fees auu. mor t &e.gea 

anci. goods , and that they ha..ve all their liberties anci customs jus t as the:,• had 

them in the t ime of the a foresaid .t(lng Henry, our fa ther's gra.nafather, better 
18 

an~ more quietly and more honourably." M&apite Jonn•s assurance of better 

tr1:atment, one must notice the phrase "all that now they reasonably hold in 
19 

la11'l. an.a. fees auU. mortgages an<.1. gooda." 'the king could interpret a reasonable 

holciing ac;::oruing to h ii> financial needs . It is significant to note t hat the 

continuation of the charters of the Jews require U. a ~nt of 4000 marka on 
20 

t he part of those protected.. 
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1'hat Jewa were import e t.. :from ~ranee ia evident. "We have given 

and conceded, and by the preaent cba!"ter confirmed, to William Manhall, Karl 

ot Pembroke, the Jew living at Ohambay, 1'hom Stephen de Portico caused to come 

f rom "''rance, Just aa freely and quietly aa tbe same Stephen had him more freeJ.7 
21 

an~ qu i etly While the aforesaid town of C.hambay was in his hands." Perhaps 

t he Jew was ~tephen•a financier. 

We come upon the firs t recoru of a forger in 5 John. "Benedict, 

brother of Aaron of Lincoln, ow'9a 20 mark& to have his oath acooru.ing to t he 

cus t om of t he JewD to convict Ursel. Jew of Lincoln. of being a fo lber, namely 
22 

bJ t>t~ch an oath as other Jewa are wont to be convicted as forgers." Tile last 

pa r t of the item izulioatea that other Jewa indulged in the same practise. 

Jacobs .baa been unable to fin~ ~ Jews who were imprisoned. 

In 1204, .John, however, ret11Sed. to tree hie Jewish prisoners, tJ1oagh he <l.oea all 

of t he othera ••exaept prisoners cap turea. in our war, an11 excep t t hose whom we 
2~ 

sent from Uonnandy to ~land to be i n.carcerate11 or .ieept under guard. 11 We read 

t h is item& "Y•a:..c, Jew of York, gives one mark that the king may order the 

~heriff of York to keep i n sate custoliy the servant of God, Hoc-1pecol, the Jew, 

whom he took and is keeping in prison as is saiu. for falaifying the king ' s money, 
2• 

s o that the said Jew be not liberat ed excep t by special command ot the ki.ng. n 

Hoopecol mus t have cheated Yaaao and was probably hanged. Bis lands i n London 
25 

p robabl y ~scheated to the king at his death. In 1204 we read: ••We order you 

t_o_senu t o our .iuatices appoint ed i n London f or the custody J f the Jews, Abranam 
26 

f il ... uriel whom you have in our prison at Winds or." 
27 

ousiness with his mo I. he r. 

We have found him doing 

'lie have had occasion to mention be fore the mam1er in which John 

t.ti sposed of debts. He is to reoei ve f roi., Hugh d e .Fokington and Agelina his 
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wife ate• ot It 200 ot ' "w.llioh he ought t o pay at onoe It 60 into the king'• 

~reasury for that the king ~ acquit them ot the debta they owe to the Jew, 

namely, It 260 principal, with uau17 made into principal, ana. that he may oauae 

their ohariena to be returned to them by tbe Jewa ano. also their lama whion are 
28 

i n th6 bands of the Jewa on acoount of thi••" avidently, tne king -=• eager 

for hia • 60. lie waa juat aa urgent for money from the Jews oomll&n<i.ing the 

sneriffsa "that as you love ' 101.1 and ;voura you ma,ce auob and so urgent uiatrainta 

on t he Jewa of your baill:w1aka for their ciebta that the money which they ought 
29 

to pay ua at once •hall not remain unpaid through ~ fault of yours.• Evident-

ly the Jewa we re lax in pqing, and the sheriffs in enforcing vayment, and poa-

sibly the lat ter were dishonest aa well, appropriating part of the money to 

themselv•s, tor a temporary use at least. 
' 

~he first instance of a clause very frequent i n later ~eeds ot 

the thirteenth century ia thia a \ Mefore l 2o.r. ) 11Grant in t ee by rialph a.e 1>1.ceto 

.6.ean vf tit . ~aul's anu. the ObapLer of that Church, to Marin the golo.smith of 

t he laud he had bought from Richard son~of master Henry, without power of 

alienatiou to Jewa or to 1'9ligieius bou.1es. 11 It was an at tempt to prevent land. 
30 

from falling into the hanua of the Jews or monka. This would inuicate that 

Jewo p rooabl y halo. much land. at thia time. &1111 tbat there was fear of t heir 

securing too mach. 

In 1205 Lhere ia an item at;a ins t clipping money. All c lipped 

mouey ia to be prohibited. after the feast of St. Hilary in the sixth year of 

.John 's reig n. ~one who haa it wil l have to give safe p le\J.ges. and. a ll their 

chattels will be a ttached. But if a Jew or Jeweas be uisoovered with it, 

t he money "•hall be t aken and perforated and placed i n a oerta.iu safe bo~ tor 

our need.a, and the boo.y ot the Jew or Jeweaa that has such money •ball be taken 
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31 
and their good.a taken and retained w~thout bail till we order otherwiae.• 

And in 1206 we read.a "J..l•o let it be inquired. ot tree &nc.L lawful men in citiea, 

borough&, and towns it a Christian or Je~ clips money, and it ~ Christian or 

Jewish clipper be founci, lei. all their chattels be talmn ana. their bo<ilea place& 
32 

in our prison, and they •hall be at our will to do Justice to them.• It waa 

easy to clip the clW1191ly minted money. »ut tor moat purpoaea the dant-·er ot 

short money waa obYiated beoauae it 1'88 exchanged by weight. ~he Jews, by their 

... 
&Avantgeous poaition as money-lenu.ers coul~ tol'le the i r debtors to take deprec-

" 
iatel.L ooin, a.na. were probably the ohiet money clippers tor this reason. Ocm-

33 
plaints are vef'1 frequent agaiDat them i n the t.birteenth cent ury. 

h ._aise of i.loney 1a made& "Old. money aay be current in which 

2 s. and. 6 d. lack.a in ever,y poUlld, and the money t hat laokS more shall be per-

forated and given up, as is elaewhere proyid.ed tor (aee ante). But Jews , gold.-

smith~and foreign merchants~ buy with such money their victual and clothing, 

but ~hey should not make an ottering (to the king) or merchandise exaept with Ult 
M 

s t rong and great money, which la lawful and of sterling weight.• 

In 1206, we read ot a cyrograph bond in duplicate which in~icates 

to ~s tbat Ysa.o, Jew ot No r thampton, had a whole family in his power, aoger 
36 

48 Bue, his father and. mother before him, and now llargery his wite. 

One ot the tew orders direc t ed personally by the king t o a Jew is 

tnat i n 1204 to ~enedict, Jew of ~or.nch, ana. his sons forbidding hi 1 to hold 
36 

a certain ple~ged lana.. 

Vives, s on ot Aaron the J ew, ot Lincoln, owes the king 10 marks 

to have seisin of the la.no. ot Ralph Lunl, provideu. he pays tne king I. 20 every 

year of the l.l&b ~ which l\6.lph owes to the king. DUt this matter is •cancel l ed 
37 

because it does not please our loru tne king.• ~videntlj John would rather 
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have Ralph Luvel 1n oontrol ot lana than Vivea. ~erhaps he al~ not want Yivea 

to at t ain the financial power ot his father. ~1'o "Raiph Luvel ghea 60 mark• 

to have the land of Oary, with the purtenanoea, whioh Vhea, son ot Jron, the 

Jew, holds and la to be held. on condition that he pay the king every year It 26 

of the debt which he owe1 the king for his fathe~ and him1elt till those debt• 

be tully paid. To ha.a also right on the aforesaid Jew, who reoehed that land 

for acquitting It 80 on the a 1·ore1aid debt, and has not so acquitted it, as he 
38 

says." 

At any rate, Vives ,.... not i n the king's favor a t this time. 

rerbaps this explains the two p reYious item.a. He gave 60 marlcs , "of which he 

pai~ the ki1.ig 30 t o be under pledges to stand his trial before the loru king 

at his summona. AnQ the sheriff of Lincoln is ordered that if he r eceive 

surety from him tbat he will stand hb ~rial, etc., anu. of the otner SO marks 

to be pai<L in the chamber ot the Loni Aint, on the morrow of the close ot 

.iaster, whenever i i t nen be, he (the aheriff) cause his chattels to be re-

turned to him which were seized on the ocaasion whan h is uou.y waa not found 

wuen he ought to have been arrested.~ 

"Not sent to the Szohequer because it was all pai d in the ~ourt.H 

J ohn likeQ to arrest Jews, it seems an~ to secure money from t hem by t his means. 

39 

''lUyas Blund, Jew of Lincoln, gives 200 marks and 2 mark& or golcl 

that the duel pledged against him a t Iiottingham, in the sixth year, may remain, 

and {gives) security for paying those monies t o Robert o f Vldbri.dge tor the 
40 

k i nf ' s need." 

not t o do so. 
41 

It see~s that El yas diu not want t o fight t he ~uel anQ pays 

We have another case of a duel concerning a l aw-suit betwean 
42 

two Jews. '.L'his was a form of QeCiQing cases oom .. on in Jlongland.. 
43 

On the 

continent it was not unusual t or Jews to f i ght duels. In 1207, shortly after 
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« 
John lo:>t llorman<1¥ ln 12°'• 

46 
we hear ot an ol"ilinance r egula1.iIJg Jewiah 

46 
duellista. It the Aaaise of Anna issued in 1181 meant that Jewa should 

noi. bear anns as well, and it as such i t was still in etteot, as it may have 

been, siuce perb.apa a t ter 1 ta decree we 
47 

a.iu befo r e (Beneo.iot'a title may have 

ao not Aear ot Jewian knichta as we 
48 

c l UIJg t o him as la1.e aa 1189 J tnen 
49 

one wona.era now oapable Jews •o~ld. be in f i ght ing duels. ~ere ia a poss i-

bi l ity , however, that it ceased ii effec t during this time, aa we hear t hat it 
50 

h&a. to be repeatedly reiss ued.. 

We have an interesting hiatory ot a piece o f laudin London. 

Josee of York, kil l ed in the ~saaor~a of 1190, onoe owned it. &t h is death 

it escheated. to t he ki.ng, who must bave g iven it t o 0>amuel Ho9peoole• Hoppe-
51 

cole wa s acc~sed of falsifying money, and was probably hanged tor this. 

Afr&in the p ro:>erty escheated t o the \ting, and a t,-ain he disp osed of it for a 

consideration. It waa a cle•er sch~me--to ui spose of IX>Perty for money, and 

ye t to be sure tnat it "' ould alv.-ays c ome back i nto his hanus a t t he u.ea th of 

the ho lder. John' s sys t em nema to J~ve been t 11e e.;;cneat ing ot p roperty. The 

Uusick house in Borwich wa~ transferred f rom fa t he r to son fo r tAree gene ra-

tioWl : f rom •oses the Jew t o Abraham the J ew, h is son; from •bra.ham t o Iaa.ao 
62 

the Jew, b is s on: but then i t became a u eacheat to King John. 

In 1'06, 11Yaa.c.i.o t he cyrograp11er lprobably one of the two Jewiah 
6;5 

c l ero iu t.ne arahae) owes nalt a mark t.hat the c onceasion &1lA donat ion whi ch 

tue Y.:iug mau.e to hir.:i fo r his servic e anu tor bal f a mark o f gold. i n the seventh 

year of his r eign a t t he .clx.cAequer •••••••••••••••••••••••• 01' a certain laua. in 

LonW>n in t he pariah of St . Lawrence in the J e·11ry which belonged to Josee of 

Yor~ ana &amuel Hoppeoole, Jews, a nd which was an eschea t o f the Aing on t he 

death of the aforesai<i Je1•1s may be inscribed on the 13reat Roll so that the said. 
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Iaaao and bi• he i rs may have the same land freel1. quietly and without ~ 

exaction tor the same t ax (oonaum) which the said .Toaoe and ~amuel used to pay 

to the chief lord ot the fief and that the same Ysa.a.o and h is heirs can give. 

will. or pledge the aame laud if they will on doing therefor sertioe of one 

pound of omnmln to Heney de Oomb.ull and his heira neey year for all service 

within lb dqs atter kater. • 

In 12209 Hugo d.e •evil lprobably an .heir of Heney c1e Cornhull) 

••• Sampson. son ot Iaaa.o . tor ten y&Ara ' rent of houses in ~t. lawrence 

Jewcy, a.Dd .)ampaon aqa t.bat Hugo nad. treed his father laaao for one powiu. of 

oummin. In 1227, .:»ampson givea hia land i n .,t. Lawrence Jewry to Abra.ham hi• 
64 

son, anu the son ot Jiol&l ke his •Nita . 

It ia interesting to no i.e that oUDllin9 a payment i n kil..ci, wa& 

. b~ 
pai d. later we tinQ that a 11.&il ot olovea was given annually to a venuor. 

the king wante\l full con t rol of the tinancea himaelt. In 1206 

he orQer& the Biahop ot Lincoln "not to permit the obat tela ot the Jew• to be 

unju.stly admit t ed into the church in your c1ioceae but rather t hat you deliver 
66 

them to w • .aa.nclero, our cl erk, as he wil l i nform you.• 

We have nameroua ins t ance• ot the Royal Ten i>er !Jent . in this 

reign. "Yaaao til Joce has lettera about Martin Mar tel f or 25 marks wi th 

interest by a cyrograph , but the Lord King oueht to have one besant (- 2a.) tor 
57 68 

every pound. " ~his only applieQ to debts recovereu thr0~gh the courts . 

For the payment ot this fee the .Te ws rece ived letters r oyal i n auuition to t he 

wri t~ o f seisin which they obtaineu a t t he AXchequer, to collect from uetaulting 
59 

d.etmna ~s meant that Jews had to pay another fee for letters patent in 

aduition to t he regular tee for a wri t . 

At various times John tallaged the lewa. After his break: with 
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60 61 
the J:lope in 1208, he ell&Cted 4000 marks from the Je ... 

On the oooasion of his expe<lition to Ireland in 1210, he extorted 
~ ~ 

awaey from the Jews. But undoubtedly thia a.iaaatiafied him. £nd ao, on 

" his return from Ireland in the autWJm of 1210, all Jews of ooth aeiea were 

thrown into priaon, and their wealth inTestigated IW'1 reoor1.Le~ in the &xohequer, 

with the view of aonfiaoating 1t. ~baroua means were employed to find out. 

A Jew of Bristol -.s as.ceci for the dnormoua amoual of 10000 maro of ailver 
65 

whioh he denied. A tooth was extracted eaah day tor •even day• til l he paid. 

Thia man must clearly be laaao the Driatol Jew who under this tallage was 

asked for 5100 marks for himself anu family, but only by instalments . On the 

ripe Roll for the following year (13 John) he paya in' 1366 9a. 6d., the total 

from the Jews being• 1787 2s. 5d.; two years l ater the total reaches' 2,159 
66 

lls., i uolua.ing a turthe r ins t alment from la~o. Wendover ' s t i gure ot 10000 
67 

ma.r!Oi to be paid. at once must. be an exat;;geration. 66000 marks was obta i ned 
68 

by this oppression. ~rbaps many Je-. .,s emigrateu as a result . I n an:y case, 

the J ewry was rea.uoed to oomparaiive insignificance financially, for the p laoes 
69 

of William de •1arenne 8.nd. Ueoffrey de Hox-~Lh, Jua t ices of the Je·ns , both Of 

whicn beoame ~acant at this time were not f illed till tne accession of lienr,y 
70 

Ill , wo.en t.be Je•Rs begau to return 8.€,"ain in consia.erable numbers, &nl.l to re-

gain wealth. 

ln lal'* a tallage was a.e10&Uu.ea. &nl.l some .Jews of Southampton were 
71 

fetraot ory so that they were lmpriaoned until they paid. 

~Jle s trubgle of t he barons for rignu so outatano.iiJg 111 li.;ncy 

t ne Thira's rP. i gn is a l so signifi cant in that o! John. But, accoruing t o 
72 

A.bra.llama, this j)aronial party in t he main was too rioh to be seriously in 

debt to the Jews, and when they did have ~ebts they co~la secure the m0ney b7 
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benevolences levied on t hei r t enants. .,. Some even •hared 1n t he prot i t a ot 

Jewlah uau~ as did the king. Probably they act~d agains t the J ews by in-

aert i ng hindering clauses in the Magna C.barta largel y out of poli t ioal reasona. 

and out ot c onaideration tor the ~easer and p oorer members of t he ord.er. To 

show how lit t le t he oared about t hese olauses t hey were repeale~ u.uring the 

rul ing of the Barona i n t he minority of Henry Ill. 

In 121~. then t he question arose aa t o 'IWhe tber the ~ing c oulu. 

d..em&nQ military s e rvice ttom the vassals of the barons i n a foreign campaign. 

'.1.he barona mai ntaineci toat they owed nei t .b.er senice in per son nor shield 

mo.ue1 excep t f or t lle c.&.efense of ..aOnglanci. On returning f rom .tranoe, J ohn CLe-

mana.ed. shi ela. money from those who hau. retusea. t o &hare i n t he e .11Pe a.1 tion into 

r·rance and Fland.era, t he barons cieni e u. t he money, anll t hey helu a meeting at 

wuich t hey O.ec i d.ad to gi ve t he king n o peaoe unt 11 he shoulu. grant. them t he 
75 

l:bert ies p ranised in the Charter of Henry I . Of course, by p::-ovid.ing the king 

with money , t he .Tewa hindered the purpose o f the ba r ons, but t hey di d not realise 

t his fact as they did later, in t h e re i gn of nenry III. 

In 1216. h oweve r, the .<>arona a tta cke d London and t he Jewry a.a 
76 

well, destroying the Jewish h ouses and t aki ng t he treasures. 

In 1215 , the Magna Cha~ta was g r a.nteQ. Thi s ~barte r Wbs wrung 

by t ho barons f rom toe king, anu. m ..ant t hat t hey , the \;nemie s of the Je .. vs and 

the k i ng , woul d. act af>"'&l uat t hem. '.L~O of its articles are ui r ec ted against 

Jews: no int eres t shoulu aoc wnul&t e c.&.uring t he minor i t y o f hei rs inhe r i t ing 

debts to t he Jews; a na. t hat i f such debts became due t o the king only the 

amounts s tateu. i n the ueeu.~ $hou l u be cl aimed. It a aeb ~or dieu , his wiuow 

snoula have n.,_ r a.owe r, on whion no pa ::-t of any of nis aebts sho.il u. oe c hargea.. 

t he Oh i l uren, if minors , li.cewise ShO l u. get reason.able amounts to r s upport , and 
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the Jews' debt shoul~ be p&i Q out or the resiQue. •hese references t o Jewa 
77 

were omitted in subsequent contirmationa. 
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IX 

!§JR! III - 1216-1272 

Ben17 Ill -.a a more refineu. killb th.an thoae before hi.a. yet he 
l 

waa weak, impraotical and iJloqetu,. ~· perio~ ia to be noted as one of the 
2 

growth of nationaliam. It manifeate cl itaeli in oppo1ition to alien control. 

Arid. of c ourse, the Jew. looked upon aa an alien. waa affected tor the worse • 

.But at the acoeaaion ot He1U7 Ill the Jewa were encouraged Juat aa John bacl 

a.one. ~ who bad emigrated after John •a exaction ot 1210 returnecl. Illl'l11-

granta were orderecl to enroll themselves immediately in the Oourt of the u-

chequer. ~he Karl of Pembroke • .Protector during the JCing'• minority, gave the 
3 

Jewa "firm peace", and protection. In 1217. he iaaued writs ordering the Shel'-

iffs and other ottioera to choose twenty-tour burgesses f or every town in which 

there were Jews, and to guard them from injury• and especially fron 111- t reat­

• ment by oruaaciera. 

Jewiah i umig ration increased ana. t he Je~s settled all over Rn-
5 

gland. But t he towns were not !avoraole to the Jews because they suftere' from 

thei r p resence. They bad bought, at great expe1~, f rom king , noble. or abJot. 

iDd.epenuenoe and s elf-government. tree from the visits of r oyal s heriffs. and 

paying a ti:x.ed sum in ~onmutation of all a.ues to the king o r the local l ord. 

Yet t he Jews, though t hey were frda f rom all ouatoma anu uues and contributions 

to the fenn (~tamforu was an e xception,, anu trom the juriauict.iou ot &Ae otfio-

ials \ n charge of ~"Ood. gove rnment., coul u nevertheless go &nil live •here they 

pleaaea.. .f'urthermore, the towna p ria.ed 1.hem.sel vea on the ex .. l usion of the 

anerif t . but the Jew migut often call h im to t he town. ~t Col chester, a Jew 
6 

oould oall in t he sheriffs to help him recove r a debt . In J.ondon, Jewa were 

"war!'&ntiaed" from the ~equer. and t he Warden. an<1 the Con•tablea of the 



'rower of London olaimed to hold plea of all debts of .Tewa Ql'lder 40 ah1111nga. 
'I 

.And in other plaoea there were similar writs. At Nott ingham, oomplainta against 

Jews , no mat t er how petty, were heard before the Keeper of the ~aatle. At Ox-

~ord the oonatabl• oalled in question the ~hanoellor•a authority over the Jew1, 

cl aiming that they did not fonn part of the or<ilnary town-0011Dunity. Jloreo-Yer, 

whenever the d.ebta of the .Tewa would fall i nto the king'• band.( •hion waa "Yery 

often the caae), undowbt edly his offi~era woul d enter the t o'Nll t o aettle the 

debt, even though the Burgessea .bad made an agreement to settle once &nCl for all 
8 

t heir p~nt t o the killg. 

A.a early u 6 John t.nere waa an attempt in London at riot against 

the .Jews, and .lobn •rnecl the mayor and the baroua to o.efena. t hem u.oa.er pain of 
9 

thei r being responaible for &D¥ inJar-J to them. 
10 

In Glouoeater and in Here-

t ord, t he burgeaaes were made reaponaible. 
11 

In Woroeater and i n Southampton 
12 

the &heriffa in York the Sheritt• and oithenaa in Lincoln and Xor tnampton, 
14 13 

the ~herift and Oonatable; 
16 

Winchester, the oitisena. 

in ~tamford and Bristol, the Constable; and in 

16 
by such measures. 

The ill -feeling of the burgesses waa only increased 

•t Dorwioh in 1234 the Jew'• houses were tired and. looted. 
17 

J ews were onl y aa-yed by the garrison of the neighboring cas tle. The She riff 

of Kortolk punished the malefactors, anu because the .Bailitfa made no investi-
18 

gatio.1, they were tined 50 markS by the ki ng. &t Oxford., i n 1244, the 
19 

scholars attacked the Jewry ana. carried off "innumerable goods"• Of course. 

the Jewa suffered muoh boih f i nanc ially and. physical ly. ~he combination of 

... ~--their being robbad by the peopl e , tallaged by t he king, made their financial 

" 
resouroea very unstable indeed. "Re have no enonnoualy rioh Jews likB Aaron 

of Liuooln in this reign. ~he lCinga ba<i learnt how to eDlct almost every 

penny f rom the Jews. 
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Yet a few Je ... aecured. aome 84-.ani.age from the war. ~e war bacl 

wrought aaoh great diatresa amoag the uoolea that !D&D1' of their eatatea were 

falling into Jewiab band.a. Bllt the•e Jewa began to take on baronial atate, 

olaimiDg for themaehea wardahip•. eacn.ata. aJMi 84-.onou. ~i• bold. puah for 

social and. political emanolpatlon aroused agalnat them both oaate and religioua 
20 

prejudice. In 1271 the Jen were d.ieaeiaed ot all that they poaaeasecl in 

feudal hereditamenta. and inoapaoltated from acquiring feud.al seisin in the 
21 

future. Yet for the purpoae of le"YYing a debt. by the pennisaion of the king. 
22 

aeiain continwtd. to be granted.. Jews of London were forbldcien to buy. or a.c-

.;iuire in any way. more houaea in London than they had.. "whereby the parish 
23 

ohurohea of the Oity or their reotora might incur losa." Suoh restrict ion• 

aa theae only hindered. t.be Jew's buainess and hia value to the king. 

The town.a then, Whe ther und.ar the king or under a lord. paia. for 
24 

.baving the Je·va expelled.. In 11909 Jewa were excluded from Huey St • .llldmund.'•• 

In 1231 it waa not th6 lting. out ~imon de l.lontfort. ~rl of Leioeater. who 

grantea. the rig.ht to the burgesses of Leicester, but t he decree waa not rigor-
15 

ou.a ly enforced.. In 125a. ho•eYer9 they were al l banished. .Anci the king ex-

olua.ed. inem f rom a aerlea of oomnunitiea beginning with Iewoaatle in 12341 

Wycombe followed in 12~6& Soutbampton in 1236; ~r~atead in 1242; Bewbu17 
26 

in 12'4a and Jltrb1 iJ?. 1263. 
2? 

They we:-e alao expelled from Ro::naey ano. nine of 
28 

the borougba of Wal••• ?rom Winaaor, in 128a, and Winohelsea. they were 

sent away by t he Icing, who a.id not want Jews to live in towns where there were 
29 

no officers to auperviae them. Stamford nay have been an exception to thi• 
30 

policy for we have no record of an archa there. In 1163, new se t tlements were 
31 

forbiO.den. The faot that towns were willing to expel the Jews , and that hence 

the people 1.n t hem could. do not basiness with Jews unless they 1.r avelled. to a 

' 
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town where Je•• resided., ahowa that Jewa were not eq>loyed. muoh b7 townapeople. 

lt we.& the ledaer barona tor the moat part living on inanora who borrowed trom 

them ... en •bbot ~ampaon of Du.ry St. Mcim1m'1'•• tnough he loat revenue thereb7, 
32 

waa willing to expel them (though pe rb&pa out o t humanitarian reaaona) • And. the 
33 

arl of Leioeater 11.lmwi••• Of oourae, it made no ditterenoe to the king, who 

.na.a. ao.vantage ot the Jew• in •bate'Ver town tney resided. In tact, the tewer 

towna they lived in, tne lesa organizatiou waa requin.~ to oontrol them. ~he 

etfe~t on the Jewa ia easily noticeable. buaineaa beoauae of le•a 

area in which to engage in it, 8lld more competition amoug themaelvea. 
35 

a. 

the king arreatea. &n'1 ameroed &JJ¥ Jew who movea. without licenae. 
3'7 

ln 
36 

•• 
hear ot Jewa at out-of-the-wa7 plaoea. ~hat they were aa tar north aa Jal't'lll 

(or Janm-~now oalled. Yam) 1a illillicated. b7 the name of lanaaser de Jann who 

was asaeaaed. in the tallage of 11'1, and b7 a tally regarding the tallage wntch 
38 

ii extant. 'le hear of a Jew ot \Jarlistle tar in the uorth. Jen were as far 
39 

west as Honiton. Beoau.ae Jacob of Worwloh lived there without license of the 
40 

king, where there waa no Jewish corm:nmity, his goous a.no chattels are t;aken. 
41 

Jews may have live~ as tar west as Cornwall. 

And afte r the king baa. once secureu the Jews abain in t.ne country, 

in 1218 he ordereo. the "ar~en of t he Cinque r orts not to allow Jews to leave the 
42 

com try. But we read about wid-Lent i n 46 Henry Ill (1264), Cok, son of 

Aaron, was ~illed, an~ that in t ue f ollowing autumn his little son, .t!anser, 

was sent overseas in the compaDy of numerous Jews, because t hey took alann at 
43 

t he trv~blesome s tate of t ne real.lA. lt seems, nowever , that at least some of 

them soon returneu as we near of t j e li ttle ooy aianaer back in .rillglano. witnin a 
44 

year and. a Ji.alt, anci of some o! the men, who acoompanied hi ... b&o.1.t in ~Dgland 
4-5 

a t least by 1273 wnen t his entry oooura. 

Henry Ill oontinue~ to profit from Jews as the othe r kiuga bad 
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done. ln his fifth ~ear (lll0-1221) there 1a a apeoial heading of deota of 
46 

Jews paid to the king whioh amounted to ~ 688 10•• Henry Ill was weak. lavish, 

anu despotic, and found it an easy means to fil l his treasury by tallaging the 

Jews. 'l!he system of t allaging was perfected. & few wealthy persona were re-

sponsible for the amount• and were empowered to aaseBB the rest of the ccmnunlty. 

Somet. imes t hey reoeived tokens of r oyal favor, ana. of course, t hey were flattered 

by being associated with the ~uatioes in the &dmiuiatraiion of law. In 1238, 

when ~liaa ~e lm:uainga and hia collea.gues ~hilip J.ssell, and William le Dreton 

went circuit under a speoial comnission for the tria l of coin-clippi ng, laroeny, 

anu. oo&nate oaaea, £Jiron &n<l Leo of York. 4.vid of Oxrord. J>enedict ~reapin. 

~ron .Oluna., 4'.aron fll •brabam, Jacob '-'reapin , and. 5l1aa \.e .-Yeske were named 

as asseasora. • he polioy waa evicl.enUy to make a court faction amoDg the Jen 

to cont rol the rest of Jew'r¥• ~he king l1a'1 to control the Jews. anu to receive 

revenue f rom them. He waa in e-.e.n a mo re precarious poaition t..aaa. John, even 

though he had the aup11ort of the 2ope. lie haci married lUeanor mose unolea 

~niface and. rierre wt Savoie it was necessary to aup ; Ort. Henry had to provide 

l'or his half-brothers. Guy, a.o rrrey, and ~r de Lusignan and WU11ain a.e 

Valence who 11ere at Court. ~laud was not a hospitable country, and suoh 

honor• and expenditure provoked t he Norman nobles. In t he baronial program of 

reform the ext rusion of the foreign fa~tion f rom the ~ourt and the country waa 

always closely associated with the appointment of a Justic i ar an~ the confir-
47 

mation of the charter. At .t,is very coronation, Henry relieu for suppor t upon 
48 

foreign s oldiers and. upon the ~ope , an .alien influence. 
49 

Then, too , Henry .bad 

Bf'I5o~nte~ foreigners to offices. Mo reover, ana. chief among t he oauses for 

Henry's depleted revenue, were hi a a lmost oonatant wars in ~ranee, of no value 
50 

t o t he count ry, and. agains t tmt Welsh and t he barons at home. ~ill th• 
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barona' clemand• •re g ranted. li ttle tinanoial aid oould be expeoted from them. 
51 

And so the king taud the Jen. 

1.ltho\18il suffering from plwu&.eriJJg raid.a waa not aa diaaatroua 

as Wiring the terrible one• i u the reign ot ii.chard, yet the Jewa were much at-

fliotetJ. by them in Benr;y's reign, both fiuanoially ana. phyaioally. It was due 

to the king'• trouble "1.th the barou. h waa not a aimilar oaae to the barons• 

opposition in the reign ot John •hen t hey were too rich to be worrie<i about the 

Jews. l'ow it was a matter ot aeouriDg a .baJMl in the goTernment, &n<l of realis-

i ng t.aat the place ot the Je• in relation to tb.e king .a a wnriment to t heir 
62 

.lauae. 

ln 1244, the barona il&'1 aeoured the right to nominate one of 

the justices of the Jewa. l t •• a Ul&ans ot becoming acquainted with the r oyal 

resouroea with the idea of controlling t hem in a way. The barona were an:do\l8 
53 

to lim.it the power ot the king and to increase hia depennenoe upon \hem. 

Tney felt that a ohange in the a ya t em ot managing the Jewry ws a necessary if 

they wer~ to be auooeas ful in their c onstitutional struggle against the king. 

Many of the king'• acts which they had opposed would have been impossible had 

he not bad the Je•• up on which to rely. Through aumey :ro.n them he had been 

ai>le to prolong nia exped.it ions in 4ritt~ ano. 11aacoll¥, to aup _.iort and a.rich 

his!>r eign favorite• which they bau refuseu to support in orJ.er to secure re­
M 

preaentat ion. ~hey would pay not.bins other than teu1.1&l ~ues, a p oint t o be 

mar ked in the struggle that took p lace i n the downfall of feu~alism. For in-

stance, the loro. <1.io. pay taxes on nls demesne lands aa a due not to be doubted. 

~he Darona c:Uu. no t r e fuse genuine feudal Aida. For money 1·or Henry's s iater•a 

dow17 in l 23b , the baronage iu a arand Council granie~ an ennanc ed aid, two 
56 

marks the t ee. In regar~ to t nese a i rict l y !euual payments, Jews are neve r 

0 

55 



-100-

conoerned, because they were not a part ot the t euual ayatea. 

~he aituaUon la so 1.Jqportant in regard. to the eoonomio position. 

ot the Jewa that we muat rniew it in general detail. It inclioatea the pan 

t hat the Jewa pla79d in the b?WJDlown of the feudal ayatea, which waa destroyed. 

through ohangea in finance and la trade. 

Jaring the minority of Henry Ill the aarona bad control of the 
67 58 

government, but When Henry became ot age i n 1227, they lost thia privilege. 

· lfaturally , having had. a taate ot power, t hey wou l d be g rieved ai. its being re-

moved from them. Yet the Begent, the .aiarl Marshal, stated that lienry desired 

an elimination or all the tew a between h ia father an4 t he barona. A. new 1aaue 

ot the lilagna 1.iarta waa made Which omitted the clauses recognising t he Great 

Counc1la right t o c ontrol taxation, and. others ragard.ed aa imposing on r oyal 
69 

r i t:;h t, includ.i ng nume$tl O and 11 in regard t o the Jen. .But i n praoti&e 

t h i a c ont rol ot t ne '-rand Council over tantion wo.s not a.iaput ed a.uring t he re-
60 

genoy nor una.er liency 111. tilere waa a promise t ha w the s e wou l d be reoonaid-
61 

e red when Henry became ot age, anu 1n~eea. tbey we re i na.uced., i n no weak ta-

ah1on , by t he aotion ot the barons. 

Wi thin t .nree yeara after Johu 'a demise, nuw.ult, the papal 

legat e, from whom alone t he cur rent ex:pen.aea of adminia t ration c ou l d be met, 
62 

was withdrawn, and a new legate was not aµp ointed. 'rhua the papal toreign 

inf l uence waa diminished, although Henry was gr ea t l y infl uenced by it during 
63 

his reign. In 1231, dia&ffeotion was f ound among t he barons who re t used to 
6-l 

a ttend three Grand Counc i ls callea. t or J une, July , and August. 
65 

t he bar ons refuse~ to lend Henry money t o fignt i n Aqui t aine. 

sequent 19ar, we hea r of a tallage vf 60,000 mar k& upon the Jews . 

I n 1242, 

And i n t he aub-
66 

I n 1254 , t he knight • were ~onvened to relieve t he pove r t y ot t he 
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67 68 
~ey refuaed to vote an aid. On tbe king '• return from Gascony in 

1265. a Great Oounoil of the baron• was held.. anci t hay retuaed. money becauae 
69 

they were not g ranteu. the rig.at t o eleot the ohiet roJ&l ministers. Aa a 

result. t .lle king .bad t~ reoehe money from t.be Jen Hen though they p leaded 
TO 

impoverishment. 

In ~ril 1268• t.ne ~rona Qeli vereCl an ult inatum. one of tbe 

demand.a ot which .a that they •lloulti h&n full oontrol of the .. xohequer. A 
71 

report was aahe41lled. to be given bel'ore t.be ureat Oouoil on June lltll. At 

t h is i'arliament of Oxford. among the refonna t.bat were urged were some i n re­
'72 

gard to exaction ot money trom the barona. These griev&DOea were included 
T3 

i n the Rrovisiona of Oxford, 

But in 1273 open war followed. In 1264 an aribtrat1on waa de-

oided on. called the J.liae of Lewes. and unt il t he end of the s t ruggle 111 the 

next year ~imon de ~ont fort was ruler. The iiise of Lewes p r ovide d for the ap-
76 

pointment of native oounaellora. 

Until the ba i.. tle of J!t'Yesham i n 1265 the famous ~arliament of 
76 

~imon de aont fort gove rned ~nglanCl. It di~ not. however. accomplish much. 

l n 1267 a !-arliament was held at Marlborough. and the moat i mportant demands 

were aooeded to. ~rad.ually alien i nfluence aisappeared, and the b~rons anu t.lle 
77 

peopl e had a g re8tr influence t .ball bel'ore in th~ governme n t. 
78 

111 was conoe rne~ the s truggle was s oon over. 

J.a f a r aa Henz, 

lt can be seen from t.llis brief survey of lien17'a conflic t with 

t he barons t hat they want eQ mor e p ower fo r t hemselves, a nu incidental ly, the 

peopl e i n general <iemanu.ea. the saoe. ~he Jew& who were an aici to t h e icing would 

naturally be enemies to thei r oauae, although they may have 1>rovid.eu the barona 
79 

with money for thei r mercenary troops even as t hey d.ici Heney. iltho\.\gh a 
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• 
aune7 of the varioua demand.a of the barous reveals no law againat the Jen. 

80 
aa in the 1tagna Oharta of 1216• for inatanoe, yet the barona manifeaied. 

aotive hoatility t oward.a .the Jews and inoidentally secured wealth for them-

selves , and robbed it from the king (to whom it would have been eventually 

g iven). Bapeoiall7 after the battle ot Lewes ou ~ 14, 1264. were the .lrohae 
81 

and the Jewriea attaoked. The .oarona attactceu. anO. p lundereu. the London Jewr, 

twioe uuring the war, and those of llanterbury, ~orthampton, Winohester, Cam-
82 

briuge, 'loroeater, Linooln. and t hrougbuut t he Isle ot .Bly. I n London they 

killed every Jew that they met (the Jen were eaaily d.istinguiabable ainoe 

' ~ theJ wore baaf• for protection ai~oe 1218) except those who accepted bap-
M 

tisi.1 l&n<iincidentally forfeited all of their p rope rty in doing ao --the king 

was bound to get money f rom the Jew in ever~ way), or paid large awns of money. 

~hey took trom Oambrio.ge all the Jewi&h bonu.a t.bat were kept there, a nd de-

pos iteu. them at their head.quartera in ~ly. At Lincoln they b roke open the 

oftioial cheats, and "'rod underto.tin the lanea, chartera anti u.eed.a , and Wll&t-

ever else waa inJurioua to the Ohriatiana.• •It i• impossible," says a chron-

ioler in describing one of t heae a ttaoks , "to estimate t he loss it caused to 
86 

the king'• exchequer,• and, ot course, to the Jews• puraea. Simon de :.tont-

tort during hia rule went ao tar aa to a nnul all t he Jewish bonds by p rocla-
87 

mat ion. In 1168 Henry comr.ianded in re5flrd to Cambridge that all ot the 
88 

charters be res t ored. 

I n 48 Henry Ill. 1263-1264, Aaron of Alngston , ga'ee s ome of his 

artic les to various .;hristiana for sate-keep ing "by reasou ot tne ci.isordered 

state of the realm." ~he ari icleG consiatea. of bowls ot maser-wood., c l oths , 

brazen p ots , p latters , carpets, etc. In the p leas of 1266 t neir retu rn is 

demanueu. by A&ron. In one oaae .latilda ~epper claims that wheu sne was at 

86 
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Ohuroh, Aaron oame to her hoase &UQ. hili aome article• uuder the a traw; ''anci 

thereafter came oertain treebootena lBenry de ~nt:ort and henry <Mt Baatinga 
89 

among them) from Lono.011 "&Dd oarried them o tf. • 

In 1266•1267 l•&Cl.O of Wa1'Wiok and Ivett&, hia wife, cielivered to 

a Ohriltian family a veature of gril worth 100 a., and a oaaket ot jewela can-

tainillb s ix gold ringa worth l mark, a ailver atand valued at lOa., six ailver 

apoona , two buckle• worth 2 ••, aDd a bowl of maser-wood •orth 2 s . ..:he fami l7 
90 

d.eolared that soldiers of the Barl oame and took them fro!ll the houae. In 

1267, I a&Ro of Warwick and hetta plead again.at .Uan la !lurer tor ietaini.ng 
91 

good• and ohattela equal to It 10 whioh they gave him for sate-keeping. 

irom theae instances one can aee that the Jewa preserved some 

their weal th by depoai ting it with Chriatiana where it was less llltly to be 

disturbed. Thia muat have been <lOne by maey Jevia s inoe we have these instanoea, 

but we have no recoraa of all of them beoause it waa only necessary in a few 

case• to make a plea to secure thei r return. 

~he numerous and. enonnous tallagea lab by lienry upon the Jews 

can be explain•~ by tbe taot that he A&u few other sources of income than t he 

.Jews, sinoe the barons retuae<l him s tipport . 

In 3 HeJU7 III a tall&ge was l evie~, anu. in "'l.ile alamoran<I& of the 

King'• Remembrancer" there are reooro.s ot lea~ing Jews appointed. to supervise 

the collection, an~ the names of contri butors. 111nute regulations are biven 
92 

tor malcing tnele-q. In 9 aenry llI ll224-l225 ) a tax ot a fifteenth of all 

mov9.bles was laid in order to aeoure funds to flt;ht in Aquitaine. It 11 said 
93 

it brought in 5000 mara. .iatra auma were extorted from the .Tewa on thi• 
94 

oooaaion. ~ tallage waa laid upon the .Tewa in 11 Henry III, 1226. and 

amounted to no mo r P than 4000 marim. It was soon tollowea by one ot 6000 marka, 
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95 
but the J>&11D8nt ot thia waa deferred until 1230. In thi• year we read that 

Henry in .France oomnanda Balf Iedll, Bishop of Ohioheater and Chancellor, and 

Stephen de ~egrave, to aend him 6000 marka owed him by the Jewa of Angland., and 
96 

all other money that they can procure. 
97 

In 14 Henry Ill, 1229-12~0, the Jewa 

we re mulcted of ~ 6333 6•. Sd. 

Aa long a• Ruben de Burgh waa Justlaiar, the ex.actions were not 

i noru.inate. The ~quer wa a gove rn94 by comparatively obaoure men, Rio.hard 

de M<>l , Alexander de lJgraet, and Ali&a u.e ->unniagea. ~eae men owe d their 

offi ces to .Surgll, anu. must have been a ound lawyera and upright judgea. But in 

1232, the &O.ven t urer, iierre dea lioohe•, ~iahop of Wiuci.eater, gained. power. 

Burgh waa removea. l'rom office, &%K1 1• Boones became t he real mini•ter, and 

~tephen de .. eg rave nominal Juatioiar. ~he o l'fioe of 'rreaa.irer of the .6xohequer 

was given, witn ~ other oi'fioea, to Mea Boohea '• nephew or son, r ierre d.e 

Rievaulx, who olloae u under-treasurer iiobert Passelewe, a f onner retainer 

o f the infamous Falke• de Breaute. The ""'7oheque r of t.be Jewa waa i n charge 

t hen of a rapaoious g roup , who enriche<J. the':lae lves f r o1:1 the suitors and. the 

king . ~hey managed to tal lage the Jews 8000 and 10000 carka i n t he year 1224 
98 

alone, before t hey we re dismis sed in 12M . .But ileg ra.ve, Rievaulx, and Pas se-
99 

l ewe were soon res t ored to f a vor, t hough no~ t o t he i r fonuer offices. 

In 1231, llenry orders t h.e ~neri ff of Ken t to send. t o Wes tminster 

s i x ot the ricoeat Jewa f r om J ante rbury, and six from .1oohester wi t h a r r ears of 
100 

t a llagea. ~imilar ora.era are given t o ot her s oeriffs. 

In 17 and 18 lienry Ill, l2Z2-l2~. t he t allage for t he aeventeenth 
101 

~ear waa • 6,666 l~a. 4~. In the l d\h year it was • 1466. Gross s ays t he 
102 

tal l age waa 10000 ma rka to be paiu. in instalments durillb the next six yeara. 

liamaa.y •a figur es inclica te te amoWlt paia. in ana. recorded. 'lhe king -.a talla ging 
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the Jewa a great deale In l~b , lieDrJ greatly needed mone7, beoause of the great 

upenae Clue to tJ:le marriage ot bi• sister la&NJila to tn.e .Qnperor of Ge~, 

aa well aa for bi• own coming marriage with .ileazaor ot ~rovenoe. ~he marriae-
10. 

portion requirec1 waa 300,000 m&rlal. ~ poor Oount jjerenger had retuaed to 

give the 20,000 m&rlal whioh Beiley bad a.emanded a& a dowey !ram ilia tuture wife. 
' 

i'ortunatel7, perhapa intentiouall7, oertain JeQ of liorwich, a wealthy 0011111unit7, 

we re hanged ! or oiroumoizing a Ohriati&n ohild. ~heir property, of course, waa 
103 

contisoated for the king'• need.a . 

In 21 Hen1'7 III, 1236-1237, Aaron the Jew of Yo!'k, gave 60 marltS 
105 

towards a tallage, and 480 marka t or his arrears or eight years back. The 
106 

total tallage a :nounted to 13,000 ma rltS {It 8,666 13a. 4d.) leYied only on 

those Jews who had chattels lpractica~ly a ! l). Ot that. It 2000 were assigned to 
107 

the arl of Cornwall t or a rilgri?D&.b'9• ~ovey reports that t or this money, 

the king f irst made an at t. erupt to secure it from the clergy and t.be barons . He 

promised to exclude foreigners f r om offic e in the realm, out t he barons refused 

money. .But t he king, becb.use of the two marriages of \.he time, art:,"E!nt ly needed 

money , anu ainoe t ue cle rgy anu. the barons wo1.1.l<.L not g rant it to hie immeo.ia\.el7 

anu unu.er free cono.ition.s , oe turne~ to tile Jews. ~en of the wealthiest Jewa 

haci to become security tor payment. 
108 

~he wealthy j,aron of York was one of the 
109 

~here Wli& a rurt.her ullal:)e in 1237. 
110 

In 1239, the JeW& haci. t o 

give a thi :-d of their property. 

In 1240, four o ther Jews were hangea a t No~trlch on the charge of 
111 

circumciaiug a Christian boy, and, of c ourse , t heir prop e rty wa s takea by t he 
112 

king . Among t hem was a very rich Jew, Jac ob by name. Arter the trial, the 

people raided anJ. set f1.re to the Jews' houses, enn t hough the she rif f tried 
113 

t o intervene. Jlatthew ?aris says that because ~leaner's \.WO uncles came to 
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England, Henry entertainet t han magnifioently with money t.a~en f r om the Jews. 

We know that in 12~0 Henry III moat eff i c iently went about ma.ki~ p reparations 

t o tallage the Jewa. ~ inquiry into the s tat. a of tnei r finaroes was made b7 
115 

~rother Geoffre7, the JC1ng'• .Almoner. ..iliffereat oan.J iss ioners were alao 

chosen t o go to the various oounties, and with t he nelp of the sheri ffs to in-

veatiga t e the wealth of the Je;vs , inspect.Ing t he arohae, and. quHtioning the 

chirograp.nera. &a a result of these investigations, a .Parliamentlml Judaioum 

was called i n 1241. Mrita were issue~ to moat of the sheriffs at the beginning 

ot t. ue year ord.ering t.uem t o &UlllAOu ~ix of the rioheat Jewa out of al l the 

counties an~ towna where tne Jews lived, or but two out of small places, to meet 

with the kiDg a t Worcester, Over one hundred of t ne princi pal Je•1rs gatnereci 

tnere. .i.heapon the king aasessecl them with a heavy tallage of 20000 mark&, 

halt t o l.Je paid at the following .ilidalmller 41ly &Di half a t IUohaelmas . !rh• 

Jews were to be the assesso rs under oenal ty of forfeit i ng thei r goods and ea-

tates, and under ~rious othe r penalties. Of ten deb t s owing t o the Jews were 

assigned t o the King'• Rxohequer, and lioenoes were grauteu a llowing t hose 

making suon arrangeml.!ut.s to be free from arrest. .o.wo or three yea rs la ter ar-
116 

rears were still caning in. 

Henry ha~ maue an unsuc~essful a ttemp t t.o reb.-ain ~uienne and 
117 

roictou, and nia military chest , a nd. his moveaole chapel royal, witll its 

r ich plate , were l ost. a t t he battle of i ai l lebourg. Henry wanted. to celebrate 

the weu.<ilnt, of h is brotner Riobard. witL ni s ... ister-in- law, Sancua, in fine 
118 119 

style . vn the ~harge tnat the Jews nad co. l!llitted another ritual murQer, 

in 28 Henry Ill, 12~~-l2's'z , a stil l grea ter ta l l age of 60000 marka was 
120 121 

levied. A.ltho.2gh t hey were given five yea rs to pq. in wany oaaea Jews 

did not , and tAey anu their wiTea and ohildren were cast into prison. anu. t heir 
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122 
propeny aeised. .But, t.he wealth¥ .Aaron ot YoJ'lt l:l&ci. to pay 4000 silver mark& 

12& 
and 400 gold marks. 

A tallage ot 20,000 marka -.a laid upon the Jen i u 1244. 111 

1246 it waa 8000 maru. ~hi• -.. on the oocaaion ot the .,.h inouraiona. ln 
124 

case of retuaal Jen were threatened with exile to Ireland. 

tused to pay, and hi4 themaelves, •o that the king ordered. that no Jew change 
125 

his residence. 

Jews also contributed to the rebuilding of \lestminst.er J.bbey 
126 

in this year. now the money being mulcted trom t hem instead of being borrowed, 

as it was, tor inar.ance, in Mron of Linooln'a time. 
127 

In 1247 the talla.ge waa 
128 

5525 marka. ln 1249 there wu another tal lage of 10,000 mark&. Both in 

1250 and 1252 the klng ordered the royal otficera to e:cact all that t.hey could 
129 

from the Jen. In 1260 their property was seized, and Aaron of Yo?'k had to 
1~0 

pay ransom of 14,000 mara. In 1251 the tax wa.a 5000 silver an~ 40 gold 
131 

marka. In 12!>2 they were asses sea. 3b00 marka. The Justiou of t.be Jews 

again received order to visit Jewish homes auu. to aearch out the treasurea of 

the Jewa. A renegade Jew aoteci aa inquisitor and took a delight i n compelling 

t he revealing of treasure anu i n cioubliug the tallage upou the owners. On the 
132 

basis of this i.nvestigation a tax of a thlrd waa laid upon the Jewa in 1153. 

It ia aaid that a ·te1· these previous tallages, the .Tewa became ao 

poor, that, at times, they had to beg. In 1254, Richard, Karl of Cornwall, 

acting aa liegent during Henry's absence in Gascony, laid ano ther tallage of 
133 

10,000 marka. On September lat, 1252, Henry bad wl'ttten to Richard saying 

that he could not leave Gascony without money. The ..:.arl a <lvanced him 5000 ma.rka 

(' 3333 6s. 8d.) on the security of taxing the Jews. ~bey were made over to 

him as a body, and he was given all necessary powers tor securing a debt of 
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134 
'5,333 6s. 8d., wnioh he waa to get from them. £t thi• time the Chief 

Pre•b7ter ~liaa apolc:e tor tbe .Tewa, and aslced pennisdon to leave the count17 
• 

~ they bad no more money to ghe. He referred. in a aarcanio •Y to the Papal 
136 

u.aurera, b7 whom the .Jen were now aupplantecl am 1.mpo't'erisiled.. Jlatthn 
136 

~ia retera to a tranaaction b7 the Oauraine• with a i>rior aa early aa 1235, 

On Karch 10, 12~2 Heney .b.imaelt l.taa. borrowed. 1,200 mar.lea from ~lorentine mer- · 

o.ila.Uts. The t d rm& were tba\ the montiy waa to be repaiu a t "'ionaelmaa, a short 
137 

time a~. lf it wa. not paid. then damages would be I. )Oi' per oent. per month, 

& oona.ition moat lilml7 to ooour with auon a short time i n whiou 'o p&7•• lu 

1252, lieney wanted to peraeoute the O&urainea with the full a "C rength ot the law 

against usurers beoauae their oompet1Uon with hi• own Jewa waa diataateful to 

him. But he .a hindred by being warned that they were the servants ot t he .?ope. 

Probably they were sent to .ingland by the ?ope aa a move by the ~burch to rid 
138 

Angland ot he r Jews, and 1noidentally a s a means of pl aoiDg Kngland in fir-

mer control of the Papal power. .8e i.Jag under grea"Cer protection than the Jews, 

because of their Christianity , ana. the rope 's and the king 's p rotection, the 

Caursines co~ld aak leas interest t b&n they , and ooula. c onaequeatly acqui re 
l3i l•O 

Thia t ype of mercbanta by 1262 wa.a very numerous in ~ngland.. more bus ineaa. 

But d111>1te Elias'a plea, the ~arl refused io allow the Jew to 

l eave. Re told them t hat no other Chriattan atate woula. receive thein, an11 that 
141 

for tne p re&eut t he kint, wo~la. take as much money as tll8J ooula. give. ~he 

142 
.::.arl collec Led. at least a part of the 10,000 ma.rka . It ia aai~ that du.ring 

this period., the Jews asked. to leave t h e oo..mtry twice, bu t. that they were re-
143 

f..L.Sed each time. 
144 

1 1. was probabl y in 125~ that .iiliaa mad.e his f irst plea, 
145 

(al though liyamaon B&Ylt thac it was in 1255 ), and p rooably the only result 

wa.a that the Jewa pai a. 5000 marka tor exemption from further tallage to r nine 
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l.f.6 
montha. •ot a great auooe••· Ohlet Presbyter Xllaa waa inpr1soned as 

l.f.7 
surety tor the tallage oolleoted by the &arl. 

ln the following year, 1255, Henry even attempted another tal-

lage of 8000 marlca. He urgently needed money to equip the anuy Whicll wa.a to 

seat .Prince .llidmund on the throne of the Uioillea. · The .oarona d.iaagreed w1 th 

this venture, and reoei•i ug no alO. fra:n t.bec, Henry 1n deaperaUon turned to the 

Jews. He inv1 t ed the ob.let .Jews to a meeting, and. demanded the money. .But they 

replied. that they wre w:iable to aupply it, and t.be idng had no answer. Shortl7 

after ne mortgaged all of the Jewry with all of it• arrears of tallage to Barl 
168 l.f.9 

Ricnar<l tor bOOO m&ra. ~ Jews found a teaporary resp i te unaer the arl. 

Somebow or other in the next year, 1256, t.b.e Jews were a ble to 

bribe arl .tlichard to release all ot tne prisoners he la 1n connection wit.a a 
160 

supposed oaae of ritual murder at Linooln. 

~ring tbe next tew year• Henry wa.a only able to secure a small 

amount f rom t.b.e Jew. In 1259 the l.ond.on Jews pay henry 500 marka tor his paa-
151 . 

sage to ~ranee. ~amaon says a tallage of 5000 mark:s was levied in this 
152 

year. For 25 gold marks he p romised them a five year s• respite trom ex-

tortion to be~in with aster 1261. Yet in July 1262, he assigned them to 

Prince Ed.wa. ~d, by Wb~~ they were subdemised i n discharge of a loan to Mess rs. 

Be raud .1>rothers , a f irm of Chris tia n merchants, who engageu in usury through a 

tecnnical evasion uf the Church and ~taie law. Un June 11 , 1263, Henry rat ified 

t he demise , but a oon revoiced. the g rant and. took the Jewa i n hla .own hand 
l~ 15' 

again. Thereupon in 1264, he levied another tallage of 609000 mark& . ln 
155 

1267, there ia a tallage o f 500 maru . 

freedom from tal lage for • 1000 per annum. 

And in 1269-71 the Je··1& were granted 
156 

aut inmediately afterwards they 

wer.a t allageu for 6000 marks by which t hey were to :furnish Prince ~ward with 
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money tor the wruaacie. ~t 'he tal l age tell ahort by 2000 marka. ~he u.eticit 

~ to 0e made good b7 tl1e aarl ot Ooni•ll, upon "he securi ty of a year'• 

leaae of the oommmiity, beginning Kichaelm&a 1Z71. ~e 41.ng of the Bamana, 

howner, died on ~rll 2, 1272, and Heney onoe more took charge of the J ewey and 

tallaged it 5000 marka, o'f whiah one-fifth waa g iven to Ronoius de la ldore, the 

king'• purve7or, in part }>a11Dent of hia disbureemanta on account of the royal 
157 

table. 

lt aeems tbat the Jen were almost continually tallaged to pa7 

the king'• expeaaea, yet money oould still be got t en out of t hem at the end. 

Furthermore, a conaiderable pan of the revenue • s gained by p leas, gifta, 
158 

escheats, anu purveyances of the Je~•· ~he difficulty, that which impover-

isheu. the .Tewa, was t hat tallagea were IIllUie too often. ~heir number and their 

great amow1t ln~icate that the Jews were very wealt~, an~ that their business 

allowed tnem to amaas more money if enough time we re al l owed. From 125!:> to 
169 

127J , tne Urown collected • ~20,000 from the Jewa. .A. serious check up on the 

Jews' gathering in money was paased by a hrlia.aent of 1269. ~e system of 

annuul tie•, Which were burctensome upon the o.ebtor, wa.s abolisheu t or the fut ure, 
160 

and. all s uch existing granu were or<iereci. given up as well, except. s uch aa 

nad. already been assigned to Ohriatiana. Bo Jew was benoe r orth allowed to a•-

sigu 8:llY uebt due to h in by a Christian wi t hout special royal license, or t he 
161 

a ss i gnment to carry a~thing more than the bare p rincipal. Kdward and Henry 

of illmaine were responsible tor the ordinance. We ahal 1 see how Aciward, in 

hi~ own reign, ui d s t ill more to it:1Poveriah the J ews and to lessen his r evenue 

from t hem. Of course , this law meant a loss to the ~reasury fo r in the pas' 

as in the ca e of Aaron of Lincoln t he king had been the residuary lega tee ot 
162 

t he debts of Jew• • In order to reureJs the grievances ag~iila t which the 
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163 
barons had. bean fighting. thia law waa paaseJ.. 

We bear ot aynagoga contisoate<l alau. In 12;,2. one in London 

was t&kBn awl 8.'Ven to the »rethren of a;,t. Alitho~ ot Vienna. ~he worst of it 

waa that the king bhd only recently g iven the Jews pamiasion to build the 

e~itioe. which they prooeed.ed. ~ o do in aagnificent atyle. But aa aoon as 1' 
16' 

was 00111>leted. he aeiaed i'• And in 1212. the ohief •yn&t,og in London waa 
166 

contiacateci becauae the aer..ioe ~i~turbed the neighooring friars. 

Aaron ot York aa a ••?7 wealt~ Jew of the time. Bia prominence 

la evincea. by tbe faot t.bat he waa appointed .t.roh-Rreabyter in 1236. hobably 

the i>resb7ter •• auooeaaor of tbe Jewish JuJtioea or Wantena of the end of the 

t welfth oentu17. Ke probably ezamiuea. &D4 'Verified doubttul Hebrew contract• 

laid before the Oourt of the Jewia h lbo.bequer. and. advised the Justices regard-
166 

i ng disputed points of Jewish usage. Aaron -.. the son of the wealthy Josee 

of York Who waa ldlled in 1190• and somehow he escaped the mas sac re. He married 

Henna. heireaa of ~amuel ( le .O.Veslce) • aon of Leo Bpiacopua. of an influential 
167 

family of York . and their business interests we re merged. The king had more 

than the receipts ot ao. average tallage from .tLaron. On his return in 12~ from 

his futile campaign in Poitou. he <irew a -.aat amount from J.aron. .Aarou waa 

oharge<l wit. h forgery• ana. in seven years the king reoei ved 32 • 000 marks from 
168 

him. In this way £aron escaped jail. It is said•tnat Aaron's riches were 

i n:meaaurable." In addi tion to his payments to the k ing. he pai~ the queen over 

:?00 .nar..co of gold. Re agreed to give the :.dng 100 marka annually to be tree 
169 

of taxes. 
170 

We have records in a substantial list ot the ~ebts of J.aron. 

Hi• attorne~s were ~oaoe fil Oopin. 
17~ 

171 172 
his nephew. laaao. 

174 
and ;.£oaea ban 

alosea of Oolton. Sauelot waa his essoiner. ~hese tacts indicate t hat 
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his business was autfio1ent enough to require employees. He must have been the 

representathe of the Jewa of York, whioh indicates his tina.noial important, 

for i n 1244 a oommlttee ot the oormnme ot York come to the liC:ltohequer to grant 
175 176 

Aaron five marJca for hia expenaea. 
177 

Be held manora. .Phi lip Love 1 was 

in debt to hi , tor ~ 120. Rigg mentions maey or his numerous operat1ona, 
178 

and those oarried on by Henna.his wife, after his death. 
179 

He had extensive 

dealing& with the Prior ot Jbl'ham. 

In a John, 1207, Josoe, Jew of London, was ap~ointed Arch-Pres-
180 

byter tor lite. although he only helu the position till 1236. , .. ~id not 
181 

die till 1252 ). lie was the aon of the wealt~ Iaaao fil Jooe, the chief Jew 

i n the days of Riobard I, ami probabl y inherited part ot his business. In 1199 

we read that he bad aold the manor ot ~urroc to Sir Henry de ~ray tor himself 
182 

and his father laaao. In 1190 .dioharci h&<i oontinned to Yaaac fil Jooe, 

aIW. his sons, and t.hei r men ~urroo whio.h which Isaac .bad boupt from the iiarl 
183 

of .c'errars anl.i other properties acquired in the time of Henry II. In 1203, 

Josee sold a houae in Rouen which .bad belo:cged to his father laaa.o and t o hia 
18' 

grandfather Rubi Gotace. 

His operations too were very extensive. 
186 

185 
At his death in 

187 
1252, he left nine bousea in London. His debts were very numeroua. And. 

when he died an inquis i t ion was he l d as to his houaea, rents, and 18.lltla. We 
188 

find frequent all usions to the subsequent disposition of his property. 

In 1243 lliaa Bpiscopus became I.rah-Presbyter for fourteen yeara. 
189 

All records of debts, etc. were to be submitted to his ••view ana. testimoey.• 

key record.a of hia acts anU. deeaa exist. We bave reference• 
190 

to his property i n London, 1iort.b.ampton, and elsewhere, and to his guardianships. 
191 

He t hrove as a money-lel'.ll.Ler, ana. at his death left a l a rge estate. 
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&liaa waa triecl in 1.257 tor a t'reapaaa againat the king ancl &arl 

:rtiohanl. Rh brother• <Oreaae ancl Biagin prooured by a tine or t h ree gol<l marlta 

a patient oont i nning hia Q.eprivation trom of l'ioe in perpetuity, &WL throwing t he 
. 192 

otfioe open to tree eleotion. Bagi:n waa eleotecl, b7 the Jewiall OOlll4Wlj..t7, 

li8 
and ~iaa beoame blti)tiseCl, ~ut; 'we soon hear of .him aa a Jew again. 

111 1~7 (before he 'beoame •roh~•b7'er), &liaa am laaac :til 
19' 

Joaoe o:t i.ond.on were for sane reaaon • entPte<i o:t the tallage of 3000 marks. 

~rbapa they bacl paia tee• to avoid tal l &b•• 

.. . 
Haa~n, •on ot llaater uoaea, ""8 elected Arch-ireabyter :tor lite 

195 
in 1257, and was appro'fed b7 the ld.ng aa auoh. He must have been a wealtb1' 

and influential man to have been elected t o this o ffioe. 

In 1266 a 01tarter 1a enrolled in the A:z.ohequer that Pi erre .deraucl, 

t he mercha.1t ot ~allors, of t he firm1 to whom ~dwara fannea the Jews tor a short 
196 197 

while in l262, owea Rag~n J. 1 801 os. 8d. In anothe r entry ~erauu. also 
1 98 

is o.ischarged of a debt o:t lo 500 u.u.e to Hagin a no. Cok fil J.a.ron. .But a f ur-

the r statetndnt of a a.~bt of • 184 a.llQ ~- mark sti ll a.ue .nagi n is mao.e . _.. r oba.bl;y 

t his i s the same lo 180 6s . 8~ .• with. a coumula t eci interest. I n this s ame year, 
199 

r i e rre .aeraud reoei~d s from Ragi n a.nd Cok 40 sacks of wool. It ia interest-

ing t o s ee how t.be I talian and the Jewi ah usurers bo r roweCl trom eaoh other. 

In 1268 we r ea d of a. c omplioatua. tra..n.s act i on of loan i nvolving 
200 

c onsiderable money in whio.h B.aBi u 111as interested. William ci.e ..Jonte Oani&io, 
201 

l ord of .isdwardiat on i s q uit o f a cie1ut of I. 250 by liaPD• £et e r cie Us.ley waa 
202 

o)~ to l::agi n !or 2000 mara . I n 1272 lia{;in i s o.ae I. 96 f rom .&nketin de 
20;5 

~rtyvans and. the Abbeas of Sbattes1becy. 

Ano ther debt of lo 9Ei i& due i n pa r t f rom the Abbot of Byuedon, 
204 

t enant of the lat e Robertde liovo Burgo, in the record of 1272. In another 

reoor d recorded in the same year 40 shillings is required of John de .Vant or, 
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another tenant. ~1be loan of lo 96 to Robert was :nade bet1• aen the sail! Robert and 
206 

Aaron f! l .... brabam. Hagin muat h&Te bougnt t he <iebt from him. Hagin alao 
206 

claims from other tenanus 60s. from 'filliar:1 d.e jpelo.erf1enc.i, 
207 

ano. a sum from 

Willi&:n aTerarcl. hia ia a case of tbt debts of a a :n falling i nto the han aa 

of hi& tenant• a t his death inneao. of being cancelled altogether. Althougb 

only •mall amounta are required. from them, und.ou~ tecll7 a111on a procedure was 

1tnough to antagonise tbe tenants as we read thG William d.e ~el<lertend wanta 
208 

to see ~he obarter. 

Balp h a.e Aeahindon, knight , of the Oo..m't~( ot Jlissex, owea Hagin 

~ 600, but 1a acquitted. of t he amount by William u Obis.hull &llCl t he Abbot of 
20i 

~ ..... 
In 1277, we bar of hi• bold.ing a debt t r It 100 against John 

210 
llanael of Torrington whioh debt was takeu by t he king f or a tal l age. In 

1280 '-dam de lle1111arat and him ii 440 which the Queen reoeivea. as a gift f rom 
211 

t he King. 

~om t hese larger amount s ol deb t s d ue him, stated a bove, and 

from many other rec or ds, we c an r ealize t hat Hagin must ha 'Ye been Tery weal t b.7 
212 

i nde ed.. Rl gg qu otes a great number of transac t i ons in W'hioh he was involved. 

While he was ~resbyter in\\68 we read. of h is owing It 39 to 

Peter ... !'caud., me rcha nt, f or "wines ha<l f rom him t o t he u.ae of the .cing" on 
2:13 

behalf ot "the whole oomnunity of the Jews of .aingla nd." I t wo..; ld appear 

t.nat t h e Jewa furnished. the king witn wine e ither •oluntarily or because they 

w~re forced to do so. I n Bdward. I'• reign we .near of Jewa furnishing • 228 

214 
lla. 2d. to the ~ardrobe £ooount from li&aroh 22, 1282 to november 22 , 1884. 

In 1272 , there 1& a record of a plea in 1uhich Cole til' ~resse, 
215 

or Lon<ion, owea the Q.ueeu It l Ou in reaa.y money. We kllOW tbat t be ~een 
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bad a private ifardrobe of her own aa ·1ong aa llen17 111 ruled., partly ted b7 
. 216 

direot reoeipt•• ~h• Auru.m "eginae waa a due whioh tb9 quena of Knglanci 

reoeheci on eney tenth mark p&ici the king, aa voluntar;y finea for the rol&l 
2H na 

good will. ~le&llOr •o•timM deman<ied it in the moat unreasonable manner, 
219 

and waa reproved bJ A.ro.hbiahop Peokham tor thi•• But Ook'• propert7 aeema 

to have been applied b7 the ltinga tor the uae ot t he 1-&een. i>robabl7 he was 

a personal ohattel to the Queen aa Hagin til' Dlealeoresae we.a later on to 
220 

idward '• w1 fe, Aleanor. In 1276, we have a plea that tell• that Sciward. 

gave all ot hla goods aDd chattel• Whiob he eaeheated because ot exooumunioa-

tion by t he Jewa, to &leaaor. Ooit. la aaid to have long retuaed to be tried by 
221 

the .Jen. A preoe<ient tor t.be action taken in the caae ot Uok 1a to be 

f ound in regard to Sad.eldn ot 4•orthampton who waa exoo~oate in M Heney, 
222 

and. whoae gooda aza.o. chat tela were given to t.lle 4'Ueen. In Ad.•rci 'a reign, 

& allarter •aat waa oonfiaoated. tor arrears of tallage ia diaoovered to have 

been promiaeu to the 1o1.Ueen. In 1273, we read. that a a.barter tor ~ 20, indioat-

ing a debt to Id.ey til' Abraaaw, b&ci been brougnt tra.a t ne ~inooln ~he»t tor 

default ot P&¥m&nt ot tallaae, &n<l t.llat it was remembe~d tbat .Dl.ey oame and 

granted the cb.&.rter to t.be ... ueen .. in part pa.yment of the money thai he owe• 

her," an<i that the oh&rtar is delivered to the j{sept: r of the Queen'• ~old to 
223 

adminis t er. 

ill debt• due from lionnan d ••roy to the ~hequer of the .Jen 

were assigned to J:::d.wa rd'a Consort, Eleanor. A wholesale as s i gnment to her of 
224 

debt s in the ohirograph-cheata at Ely was also made. 
225 

One .Jew in ~dward'• 

reign bad to give the -c.ueen 350 marks. For some reason, in the reign of 
226 

Henry 111, As.roll of York hau to give her over 20u gold mark&. 

Aaron til' Vives waa alao a personal obattel to Henry's son 
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227 
Edmund. 

waa often in trouble &Dd in impriaonment. ile read that he trieci to outdo the 

king out ot one-tAird. of the treaaare of the •lain Ook, aon of ..._ron, even 

though he wu "1md.er oath to tbe k101g taithtully to aaaiat tbe king'• j uaticea 

in t he Aixcbequer of tbe Jen b7 hi• &4vice and in setting forth the lci.ng '• 

rig.hta." Bag~ waa the guarciian of Oolc'a aon, Mau.aer, who was but a babe at 

h i s father'• u.eath. Manaer aoon d.ied, and. ~n oonaealed. hi• death; by n ight 

he took ,.. 1000 worth of golci am aiher, gold aDl aiher oupa, r~, gird.lea, 

anu piecea of gold" belongiug to Colt to the Tower ot London wher e he lhed, anci 

divided it between the two aurvhi ng brothera of U&naer, and nade one of them 

marry his daughter, and the othe r the <.iaughter of ~ron vreap in. We do not 
228 

hear how Hagin tared aa a result of t hia affair. It give• an indioation of 

t he t ype of treasure t hat t he Jew posseaaed. We note that Hagai n could af f ord 
229 

a nurse tor h i s •mall aon. 

Afte r this inquiry , in the years 127~-1274 , we hear t hat the 

Constable of the Tower ~f ~ondon is "under mandat e to Keep s a te in the king '• 
230 

hand the laud.a and chattela by ~hich he had diatrained the said Hagin.• 

.Perhaps thia waa Hagin'• puniabment . Ragin i..oea not appear in regs. ra. to several 
231 

caaes , is reported ove raeaa, a nu. canno t. be found. 

In 1275, "William de Leyburn offered h imself on t lle f ourth day 

&t;."'&inst Ragi n , touching a plea ot trespass ano. fraud." .dut t he Oona t able re-
232 

po.·t~d tha . ~il..was i n p rison. It s eems t hat he waa i r:.pri soned f or a 

u.ebt w.hioh he ow~c,,. t o Ou.in, a me rob.ant, but a f terwar<La he was discmrged f rom 
23~ 

pris on by l i cenae of the king. ~ a reault of his being 1ncaroerat.ed., he 
23' 

ran into oompl1oat1ona in regara. to ce r tain of his f inancial affairs . 



-117--

1278 Inquest waa ma<le "touohing the lands, rents, housea, and other tenement•" 
236 . 

ot Hagin'• in London. Hagin escaped the rest ot the trouble surrounding him 
286 

by dying in 1280. 
237 

We ha-.e dealt with but tour of the six &rob-~resbytera, tour 

ot the wealthiest and. the moat typical. l e will now mention a few other rich 

Jews. Jlavid of Oxford owned muon prope rty and a.id much business in a financial 
238 

way. He wa8 an ., bportant financier during llenry's reign. On his d.eath 

i n 1244, his Wife Lioorlcia was heavily taxed before •he c oula. claim the tamily 
239 

property. It 001t her 6000 marks. ~n she -.s very busy i n managing his 
240 

conmercial transactions a.na. others beai~ea. Por instance, in 1253 , we have 
241 

a record that :&:homas, son ot Thomas de \Jharleoote, owea her • 400 a nd I. 60. 
242 

lie r ohila.ren, that is four of them, wer also very ac t.ive. 

~he name of la840 ot Warwiok \ls&A:t.o fil' -anaer) is f requently 
24.iJ 

mentioned a.ur ing t his p e riod. I n 1272 there ia a plea which describes the 

deb t of Robert, .irior ot WardOlt, to Isaac f or ii 100. l saao employed an at-
244 

torney in this oaae. 

£net her la&.c o! Wa rwi ck (Isaac fil' J.brabam) is also acti ve9 

245 

as 1a lsaao of tiortrl.ch, who from Eigg'a records seems t o have done the gr ea t est 
2"6 

business of all. He was one of the richest Anglisrune n of the day. iie was 

no t only a f inancier, but a merchant as well, tor he owned ships and a qua, 
247 

at lforwich. 

We hear of a marriage about t o take p lace in the family of some 

rica Jews at Heref ord. .&:11ey planned an unusually e laborat e affair, a n'1 invited 

many o f the i r \ihri st i an frieucis to a t tend. .&:he bishop threatened any "'hristians 

Who at tended with exco..:munication , but some of them disobeyed. and the penalty 
248 

wa s enfo reed. 'lhese Jews mus t have been unusually rich to plan such a 
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magnifioent reception, and muat have been of higb. aooial a t anding as a reault 

(aa far as Jen went at leaat j to in'fite t.:Ariatiana to t.be affair, and to ba'fe 

them oome even under threat of exoonmuniaat1on. 

OatuH, the widow of lie tlehO•h&lab ben ~so11, the Levite, 
2•9 

inhe rits a brialc Muae in ll&norot t Street, Iorwioh, in 1267. Suoh an eat&-

bli sbment in<iloatea wealth. 

Jlamon of lleretoni must have been veey rioa as wel l , beoauae at 
250 

his d.ea th his a.aughter had. to PA¥ a relief of 5000 marn. 

We have a record of a oertain J.brabam, who had land.a, housea, 

rents. mortgaeea, real and personal estate , and deb t a, ot great value, in 

seve~l countiea, Which were oontiaoated by the king. ~his is accompani ed. b7 
251 

a p roclamat i on b7 the .ldng, that no Jew should leave -~land. -.id.en Uy, 

Abraham'• pre>perty was taken beoau ae he left the oount ry without l i cense. 

But t.be J ew rep orted to be t he r ichest in all Ai:glaua. was .Kole 

!11' •brahalll whos e ricnea were enormous, "in which he seemed to exceed all the 

Jews of ~land." lie was killed by t he rioters in LonClOn i n 1264, and Simon de 
252 

- onttort managed t o s eoure some of his wealth. 

I t ia interesti .i8 to no t e t hat t he Jews t r ieu ~o cooperat e with 

t .ue king as tar as honest p ractise• i n regar d to money were oonaerned. In 1238 

t ne j' tenaer ed. the ki.ng ii 100 t o i nvesti..,ate, anu t o secure evia.ence f rom Jewa 

-
anu f rom ~hristian.a, with the view of pe1pet ual baniahment of all Jews found. 

263 
guilty of o 11P:.>1ng, robbery, or harboring thoae gailty of these orimea. Ji.'v1-

~ 
dently these prao t isea were fairly prevalent to evoke s uoh action. 

In 1218, an official inqui r y bad decided t hat Je'tfB, Caurainea, 

and Flemish wool-merchants were responaible for the unsatisfactory condition of 
266 

the ooinage. Unde r ~ward many Jews were punished for t h i s crime. 
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Jen could still buy land, and needy lord.a and ohur c.bea, might 
266 

sell them outright. A certain convent enfeoffed a Jew ln this reign, and ita 

neighbor, the convent of I\. Alban'• made an issue of it. at first, the judge• , 

it 1a aaio., being bribecl were favoraole io the Jewa • acquirement of privileges, 

tmt the clergy and. the public prevailed again.at it. On July 25, 12'71, Jew 
257 

were f orbidl.ien to own 8127 realty, except houae• in towna tor the i r own use. 

But so muoh lanu was found to be mortgaged to Jews that the government became 
258 .... . 259 

alanneci. ~here waa tear that Jews would. rise to the rank of oarons. In 

b6 Hen17 Ill a atatu\e waa issuecl that no Jews should t&lm "tree.bold manors, 

lands, tenem&nt1, or rents.• Yet it authorised them to hold house• in cities, 
260 

borougha, an<i towna , 

We know of one Jew becoming a member of e gild in thia reign. 

In 1268 he was elected, and became a cit i zen at the same time. After ltci.ward. •1 
261 

1tatute of 1275 thi1 would have been illegal . 1'Wo brotners, Crease and 

Hagin, were tree from tallage for five years for servi ce done to the lting of 
262 

t he Bomans. 

The reign of Henry was surely a profitable one in taxing the 
263 

Jews. ~re than 260,000 marks were taken i n cash ancJ. chattels. 
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~- J•• were 1A a •Ol'J7 plight at the beginning of .lciWa!'Cl '• 

popularity, bo'h from rellgioua blgot17, an-i trom eoonomio r eaaona. Ilow •Uh 
1 

Bclward, •ho bat ed all unorthoci~, th~y reoei'Yed lea• •YJll>&t~ than ever. 

llclaJ"'Cl waa pr1marll7 a •'ateaman, oaring more for future bene-
2 

fi t than for the relief of l nmediate neecla. The Jewa• holding land obatructeci 

his i deal plan of haYing the nation a united one, &ml its e>.:penses met by d.ue 
3 

contribution.a from the national resources. Sometimes they 1elaed the lanQ 

ple d.geu. to t hem, 10 that the amount ot the f euual revenue ana ine feua.al or-
4 

ganizatiou suffered, though the ldng might gain much in other ways. 

brought an agre-nt for the t ransfer t o a monaate17 of lancia p ledged to them, 

the lanu. oame under the "•ad hand.•. When they ap_)lieci a perpetual rent-charge, 

it wo ulu be ui f fioult, i f not impossible , tor the uebto r to «ischarge hi• 
6 6 

feuu.al obligationa. Being religi ous Ao.ward waa intluenceu. by Rome . 

Church, of c ourse, b&.'1 always .tiel<l that u.auey wa.s aint lll. When it waa not ve17 

p revalent in the eleTenth oentur,v, the Ohu.roh only enforcc.d t he pfthibi tion 
7 

aiqong olerioa. But in tne twelfth century with the power of tae Ohuroh over 

eTery-~ li t e aotion again.st it became more rigici. I n all ~urope the Ohurch 

tried to protect the Crusaders against money-lenders. ~e preachings of the 

wendicant Ord.era Who were active 8.'DOng the people exert ed more infl uence than 
a 

~ other cause. 

In Bngland aa well these inf luences were manifest . 2.lle i1ranoiscan 

movement haQ spread throughout t he c ountry, preaching the Churoh doctri ne 

against uaur,v. JAlriDg the reign of Henry III Italian usurera bad been in 
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the country, oolleoting money tor the .Pope, and. lending money on their own 
9 

aocou..ut at exorbitant interest. ~hey received protection from some of the 

barona by paying for it, but to moat of the .Baronage, to the Churoh, ana. to 

the tr&a.ing classes, they were enemies. One ot them, the brother of the !>ope'• 

Legate, had been killed. at Oxford.. I n London Biabop Roger haci excommunicated 

them all, and .had. ezolud.ed them from .hia diooeae. Henry llI had once expelled 

the 01mrainea, and. ha'1 religious scruple• about .ceepi.ng the Jews. Bu.t he could. 

uot, of courae~ do without the Jewiah revenue. iut in the second year of 

.ii:dward.'• reign, the Oounoil of 4'ona cie.mauu.4tci from Ohristiana far greater et-
10 

forts against usury than ever belore. Till this time Qespite the frowns of 

the ~ope and the Oouncila, churches and monaaterie1 had bad usl.l?'era aa tenant• 
11 

on their estates, or had. even possessed whole ghettos. :low Gregory .X ordered. 

th.at no co1nmwli.ty, corporation , or indhidual •hould. allow foreign usurers to 

hire their h ouses, or live upon their l&nQs, but shou : d e~el them within three 

months. In obedience to this ordinance, ~dward. made an investigation- into the 

usury of t he Florentines witn a view to i ts suppressicn. and allowed proceed-
12 

i ngs to be taken with t he same obj ect in vi ew a b-ainst a citizen of London. 
13 

.lnd he ac t ed again& t the Jews as well. 

The debts of tne abbeys to t he Jewa dis ~ resseu. ~Qwaro., even 
14 

though they acquire <i t hem f or t he relief of men inCUlbted to t he Jews. ~hey 

n.a.ci begun t o fall into debt in t he t welf t h cent ury for other reason s a s well: 

because of tne e~enae of bui l u.i ng. beoause of 1-8'l managemen t, because of the 

G%Pen se& resulting r rom t.he uut l es of hos p i tali ty by keeping open hou.se con tin-

1..ially , anti. beoause of tne eJC&Ctions of i.he rop e ana of the king . Loans to t hem 

were frequen tly rii.ao.a at f i ; ty per cent. I n t he thirteenth cen t ury l.iat t hew 

raria says: ''Th ere was scarcely anyone i n ~land, espec ially a bishop, who 

was not caught i n the meshes of t he usurers." ~e iee o! ~anterbur;y was 
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erowing in debt eveey day When John of holl:ham f irst went to it. The buUO.inp 

of the oathedral were beooming dDt.pidated for want of money to repair them. 

~be neighboring Priory of Christ Ohuroh was in a similar oondition. ~he bishop 

ot Horwich waa so poor, despite the extortions regularly made by his official•• 

that he bad to borrow 600 mark& from the £rchbishop of ~anterbury. ~e Bhhop 

of Hereford had to ask the aid of Henry III, in order to secure respite of his 

debts to the Jews. ~e Abbey of Glastonbury had "immeasura ble debts", an<i tn 

O?'Qer to save it , the £rohbishop nau to reorganize the bud.get so thoroughly 

aa t o include regula t ions aa ~ o the nwnber of disoea wito wbico t oe aboot might 

be s eneci. in his prhate room. ~he Prior of Lewes asked permission to let one 

of his ohuro.b.ea for fbe years to 81J3 use to ~ one, in order to secure money 

to help pay oft what the priocy owed. ~he Ohuroh of :lewnetoi. owld. not &!ford 

clergymen. ~.be great ~naaury ot It.. SwithU.. Winohe&ter, in spite of the 

revenue its mo.Ilka ure• from &elling wine, tur. and. spioerie& , anu. from toe 

tolls of traders who at t ended its great a nnual fair , waa ever in ~ebt , sometime• 

to the amount of aeveral thousand pounds. ~ept from the few reaourcea men-

tioned, and from the outt ing of timber anu the ~iving of life annuities in re-

t urn for pa;,rment of a lump •um, the religious houaea ooul4 aeoure no money ex-

oept from money-leruiers . They borrowed f rom the English uaurera, from the 

Italians, f rom Jewa, and from one another. .n-utic measures were required to 
15 

free the eoolesiaatioal estate• from their debts. 

UoreoTer, the Jews were s~id to be more contemptuous of ~hrist-

i anlty .. they grew in wealth--not a oon~ition likely to be tolerated in a 
16 

~hristian state under a religious icing. Whether Ji:Qwani tOOK chis into 

consi~eration or not , at any rate, he a ll eviateu it oy causing ihe Jew to lose 

his wealth. 



~he minor barona • .Ilia frienda. evoked hi• consideration and 

aympatb¥ b7 the faot t.bat the1 were moat in debt to the Jews. .~cbrard'a well-

thougAt out atateoratt aaw the evila o: the ayacem of Jewia.b .auey both to 

agai:uat us1117 among olerioa both i~ .Qagl&M ana. on tblt Uantinent. • ·urth.ermore. 

the Jewa were well dll>l•t'd. of wealth at the beginning of hia reign. ~he 

wealt~ li;al1&na 9 wit.b their oontinental coDDeoUona. likely to prove of pollt-

ical value as well. were of mo re value than t.be Jewa. '?he Italians were mer-

onanta 9 money-lenders. mone;v-cbangers. &n-4 inte rnational bankers, and were. 

in consequence. supreme over all rivals. ~heir wide uealinga enabled t hem to 

use letters of credit. and saved the coat of the t ransport of money 
1'1 

to country. ~hey were the greatest financial agents of the king. 

of an a dvantage tor t he king to o.o buainess •ith t hem than with tne Jews. Of 

course, he hao. to repay them, and could. not arbitrarily tax t he.:n as he dio. the 

Jen. 

~ Italiana ai~ bus i ness witu t he Rope. .Ambassao.or& at Rome 

nao. to borrow from them. '.l'he protectioz: ana. favor of the kinga of angland on 

t heir beil&lt waa often aought b7 the rope in speoial bulls. In ~ngland they 
18 

control l ed. moat of tlle traa.e in corn a.nu. wool. 

inaaffioient. 

~e greater neeci& ot the ~rown A&<i proven ti.bat Jewish weal t h waa 
19 

award. bet;,er.n nlill8 in f inancial uepe.n"8noe U;,)On t.oe ltalianae 

Iiis father h&4 left over debt& to them. anu. he too had borrowed f rom them at 

t i:e t.ime o f h is ~rusaue. ana. he ocmti::iLUad~to borrow .buge surna from them. ~• 
20 

Jews consequently were wmeoeaaar;y to him, although they would have cost him 

nothing--no repayment at all. Furthe:nnore. bei ng so obligated to the I t a lian 

bankers. Adwaro. mq have favored them by stopping the competition of the Jewa 
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by statute. ftnanoially, aa tar aa 6ciward was oonoerned, it waa a poor step, 

t hough it was better for tbe state, and waa i n accord. with tb.e changes in or-

ganbation that •dward. was m&Jdng. IOr in hi.• concentration on the development 

of the D&tion, the inapiration came from the financial necessities of the ~rown. 

~he richer and the mo re Qeveloped the nation in commerce, the more financial 

benefi t to the Vrown from the goodwill of the people. 'ilia have i ndications of 

:&dward '• attempts to inoreaae tbe revenue i n other more legitL J&te ways tba.11 
21 

through ezactiona f rom the Jews. Re was too bigo t ed or perhaps too nigh-
22 

mincieei to wiah to re i.ain them •hen the nadon demanded that they be expelled.. 

lPurthermore, Alld.•rd '• nationalia t io polioy was tineiing e xpreslion 
2~ 

in the riae of the Jl(lgliah u finuale ra, not yet yery prevalent, but i ncreasing. 

Of course, tor their sake &cial'd. woul<1 be g lad to eliminate the com.petition of 

the Jew. 

Mward waa abroad at t he time of hi• acce s sion, and did not re-

t urn for a lmost two yeara. .lt fiNt the royal attitude to•:rd.a the Jewa was 

practloally the aame as before. •ew Jus t ices were appoi nted, a oenaus ot the 

prope rty ot the Jews was made, indiviuuals were taxed, tined., and incarcerated., 
24-

and their debtors r el eased or tranaterred to t he king at will. 

'l!he .Pat, nt lblls record that on February 20, 1273 , a mandate was 

issue~ to several towns order ing the scruti~ and enrol lment of all Jewish 

debts. rrobably this waa done to aiei in the collection ot the arrears or the 

tallage of t ne last year of lienrJ Ill, and to levy the new tal la ge laid upon 
25 

the Jews in tne .:Saater term of 1 .."lid.wa rd I. ~ oolleotora we r e told to levy 

t l ... e talla~e ugon the gooc18 and. chattels of thoae who were hesitant i n payment. 

It the amount coul~ still no t be secured, banis.llment wa~ put u,pou t he Jew, and. 

iq>rison.:nent aa ~om:ion thie-.es if ihe; u.id. no\. leave in three c.&a.ys. Of cc;.u. rse, 
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26 
at 'baniahment all the propert1 ot the Jew was to be ccmfiaoated &mi aolcie •• 

rea<i t.bat i n regard to t .b.ia tall&t:,e th&t llaater j,loaea, Ook Hagin ( fil' Oreaae), 

Ook fil' Hagin, .O.nediot til' Cok, .oeneu.ict of ~incoln, anu Vive• fil' Maater 

Koae• paid 17 be saDta to deter Ule pa,ment of t.b.e tallae;e to the octave of llol7 

Trinity, and. agreed to pay 40 besanta in addition if they should make uefault. 
27 

And they did fall to pay on thia date, ancl they paid 240 gold beaanta. Un-

doubtedly, they bad d ifficulty in paying at thia time. In regard to thia pay-

ment others were alao in trouble. Un<ier date 1273 , we read of a number of Jen 

who did not pay their tallage, and. that in conaequenoe. the chirographers are 

orcierea. to withdraw thair chart.era from the C~aph Uhest , an11 to Cleliver 
28 

t hem to the Justices aa forfeit to the JU.ng. 

Among these Jews ia •braham fil' Anter& of .;ambridge. I n the same 

year , we hear t hat atter chattels were c onfiscated, five of them were placeu in 

the ~ambricige Ohirograph ~.beat again, &nCl t.bat ~brabam was to .oave free acimini-
29 

stration of them. ~ king at leaat wa.ss kinu enough to return a litt le of 

Abraham'• pl"Operty to allow him to live, anu. uot to banisn him. 

A Ohriatian aolmowleugea ooliga tion to pay ioo a. towarC1a the 

arrea rs of the tallage of C>OOO mark& of the laat year ot Heney Ill• amounting 

to Ii 9 it mark w.hich Jacob til' Joce owed. In a.etault of payment the money can 
30 

be levied on hi• land and cbattela. '?be Jews <iid not have re&Cly money t o pay 

tall a ges as t hey once did. 

The Patent Rolls for ¥ebruary 3 , 1274 , tell or a license given to 

Abraham fil' laaac , ''King '• Jew of l.iambridge," to sell to John Martyn the house• 

and rena i n Jambriage whic .. laa.s.c , his f a ther, long before bougnt f rom the 

.?rior of Barnwell. ~bra.ham cieolareu. tha t h e cannot pay i n full the demand. 
31 

upon him for the present tallage unless he can sell his ho~ses anG ren ts . 
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In 12?6. 2arliament aa.opted the wiatute de Judaismo. the resul\ 

of which waa to cause the ruin of the Jew• more than ever. Bciward was deter-

mined. to eliminate tbe et'il system ot Jewiah uaaey. Io Jew wa• allowed to 

praotiae uaury--praotically the only buainesa in Wh10h they had been engage<i be-

fore. .And tbe atatute waa retroaothe aa wells no uaurioua contracts alrea.ciy 

made •hould atand except covenants relating to tbe prinoiJ&l amn. All those 

indebted to tbe Jea ~on pleae;ea movuble, a.ball redeem them before Baster 

next• or forfeit t.bem. lt &IJ¥ Jew inais ta on ;praotiaing uaur,v. t.ae king will 

AOt assist him to recover hie debts. but will pWli•h him tor hi• tre1pasa. and 

a111at the d.ebtora in the recovery of their pledges. Io distress for ~ .Jew '• 

debt ahoulu. be •o great aa not to leave debtors the moiet1 of the i r lauo.a ancl 

chattel•• tor aubai•tance. Io diatress ahoulQ be 11&d.e by a J ew upon the heir 

of a debtor named in the bond. or any other person in possession of the debtor'• 

lands . before such debt •hall be proved in court. It the sheriff or bailiff 

is ordered by the king to give seisin or possession t o any Jew. of lands or 

chattels, to the value of his debt, the cha ttels shall first be appraised by 

the oath of honest men. If the chattels be not found autfioient to answer it, 

theu the la.nus shall be extendeQ, by the same oath, a .;cor<l.inb to t heir separate 

values . be t ore seisin ia given to the Jew; to the intent. that when t he debt is 

certainly .aiown to be discharged. the Christian may have hi• lanas again. ~ut 

always shal l the ~hristian retain the moiety ot hi• lands and. chattels, and the 
32 

chief house. tor his subsistanae. 

Avery Jew over twelve years ot age ia assessed an annual poll 
~3 

tax ot three pence at Aa.ster. 

Ko Jew can 4lienate property or acquit an.t Christian of hi• 
M 

debt , without the klng'a license. 
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Yet, beoauae the Oburoh will• it, Jews •hall be proteo~ed b7 the 

Jclng. And azq Jew ma;v engage in t rade or l abor, and freely oonverae With 

Obrlatiana. Jkit they are sUll the ldng'• vaasala, and are apeoiall7 talllable 

to him. They oan b~ houaea in the oitie• in Which they lhe provided that the7 

are helu in chief b7 the king. ~hoae unalclltal in trade, and who cannot labor, 

can take lands to farm, for &DY term not more than ten years; pro.id.ad that no 

homage, fealty, or any such ki~of aervioe, or advowaon to the Churoh, belong 

to them. '~hia power to fem land• •ball continue tor fifteen years anu. no 
36 

more. ~hia laat clause may show that 1.he e.zpulaion of the Jews 1111290 waa 
~6 

alre&Qy anticipa t ed. in 1275. 

4'nd. ao Jen were exolucied from their p rofeaaed callinga as · 

usurers after the kings of .i:.inglalld. bad encourageu. them in it for two hundred 
37 

~omaa ~uinaa haci said& •lt rulers think they nann tneir aoula 

by takin~ money from usurers, let t hem remember t~ they are themselves to 

blame. ~hey ought to aee that the Jews are co .. lled t o labor as t hey do in 

some parta of Italy.• In 1253 St. Louia had. ordered all Jews to l eave Franoe 

for ever, except those lltho ahould become traders and. workers with their knd.a . 
38 

And now Aclward dealt with them in the same .,,~. 
39 

have taken out licenses for trade. 

A few Jews are reported to 

But it waa almost impossible for them to engahe in taskS other 

than usury. ~hey could not become burge:;ses of towns, and in c onsequence, in 
. 

moat par t could not become traders , tor it prac t i cally exoludeu them f rom the 

Gild Merchant. Most Gild.a were veey e::r.cluai "Ve so that i t was d.ifficult for 

non-burgesses to be awnitted, and how much the more the unpopular Jew, a non-

burgess aa well. Only one Jew is known to have ever Joined a g1 ld. in ili!gland. 
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before 1290, ana. t b&t waa in 1268. It would have been illegal b7 ~wal'd.'a 

statute ot 1276. £8 non-Gildamen, i t would have been no eaay task to buy and 

aell. In soma towna the Gild.amen would oppress the non-Gild merahant cami:ng 

to town, "ao t.bat DO man oould aell his wares to ~one eioapt to a member of 

t he societ7.• In •ome plaoe•, non-Gildamen were not allowad to deal in certain 

a rtiole• of OO!llllOn uae, aa wool. hides, grain. unr.anned. leather, and untulled 

cloth. In Sout.balll>ton they oould. no: blq ~thi11g in the town to aell again 

t here , or keep a wine tavern, or •ell oloth by retail except on market and tair 

days , or keep more than fhe quart era of corn in a gran&J7 to sell by retail. 

~he municipal atatute• of some towna f orbade non-Gildamen to keep shops or sell 
"0 

by retail. 
. 

It waa also dif ficult tor Jews to become farmers and artisans. 

'i he statute allowed them to farm land, but only for ten years, and they were 

too inexperienced in agricul t ure to take advantage. They could not work on the 

land a.s villeins, aupposing that a lord woulci r eceive them, because thei r re-
41 

ligion would have prevented t heir taking the oath of fealty. ~his cause, 

however, un~oubtedly could have been go~ten around in some way i f t he Jews 

really would have been good agriculturiata. 

ln only a few casea did Jews engage in han~icrafts. • Jew with 

manual dexterity mi~f., aa was someiimes done in the tlirteenth century, have 

worked tor himself at a cottage in~us t ry, and might , with uifficuliy, have 

5aineu a connection with Wirisiiana, &nu got t en them t o truat him with mater-

ials. But 1~ crafts were at t he tiule coming und.er the regulations of 
42 

craft-gild•• ~here were a few essential craft-gilas mentioned in the 

ixchequer Rolla oi the twelfth century, the number and. variety of which increa&e<i 
43 

very rapidl7 soon af t er. 
44 

f irst inllOO. 

The gild of t he weavers i n London is mentioned 
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Aa early u the begin:Ung of the f ourteenth centu17, there •ere 

i n London fully-organised gilds of Lorlaera, 1feayera, '!aploera, Oap-makera, 

Saddlera, Jolnera.Glrdlera, and <>utlera. In Hereford the re were Gilds tor 

nea rly th1rt7 trade•• Probably it wa1 Yer3 often the oaae. a1 it w~a with the 

Weavera • Gild in London. that a oratt-gild in any t own oould exclude the oratt 

to non-membera, am to thoae Who bad not a ened the apprenticeship that the 

Gild '• stat ute requireci. .£7 the Lorimers, ten years of apprenticeship was re-

qu i r ed, and by the "ieavers, seven. ~heu t he apprentice, • ho had served in 

hi• time, waa in some town• a nd industries unable to practise his craft, unle&a 

be beoame a oitisen and entered t.be frank pledge. ~robably i n al l caae1, the 

apprentloeahip bad. to be served under a treeman ot the o ity, living in h ia 

house. J>ut t he Ohuroh t.hreauned to emoamunioate ~ ~hristian who 

Jew or Jewe1s i n to his house . Ana. it was impo1siole t o r a Jew to become a 

ci~isen becQuae ~dward 'a statu te forDaAle the Jew to be in ~cot anu lot with 
46 

the other iW.bltanta of tM cities in which they 11 ved. 

'lhe Jew might t ry to trave l with wares or ~'roa.uoe from one part 

ot .tmgland to another. .'Nt •ho-ale trade req12ired. large oe.pita l , ana. the Jew 
46 

had it no longer. l)&sidea there waa gr·•&t risk in travelling with goods . 

At the tair itself t here ....as dange r ot a ttack as happened to t he me rchants of 

Boston in the reign of Henry III. 1tYitn his foreign tacJ and distinctive badge, 

the Jew would be the first t o be a t t acked. An~ accoruiug to t he r egulat. ions 

of some fai r s , the oi'fi;:ials of t ile l ord. of t he fair, who i·or the t i me 1'ere in 

absol ·.tte power, c oulu ues t roy the gooas ot any t raQer if t neir quality uia not . ., 
please. Unlioubteuly this would of t er a p re l.ext for a.oi ng ~.he Je111 bann. 

Ana. t hen t he Jew mi got make his bar&ains , but he c oulu noi appeal to any c ourt 

ot jus t ice t or redress of wrongs or payment . ~his ~o~la. only oe obtained 

through application ma.~e by the muni cipality of the complainant to that of 
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the wrong-u.oer. The Jew bad no municipality to employ. Of course, there 

mi ght have been the king i f suan a situation had arisen. But he proteeted hia 
50 

other money-lenders, the Italiana. 

It tohe Jew baa. eziga{,eii 1n in.porting, selling produce f rom anot.ner 

oo.4.lltry or from another part of 6nglana. in a town, altbvugh it was po~bible, 

yet he waa iu diffioul ty. In a atrange town, he we1.s oonaia.erea. as alien aa if 

he came from another t: ol.llltry. All kinda of rescriotiona were laicl 11pon s11oh 
51 

me rob.ant•• Ot thi• trao.e, above all, the gild merchant had the regula~ion. 
62 

Tolls were oolleotea. for aale s or purch.a.&es. 1n London alien merchan t s were 

not allowed to remain in the ohy to r more than forty oon.seoutive aqs. They 

could only aell wholeaale 'thia required much capital) and to noue but oitisena. 

They were forbidden to deal in aome art iolea altogether. ~hey had to sen 

eve ~ythitlt; within forty days, and i f they had any surplus Lhe~ could not t ake 
63 

it back with them. The officials of the city oont inaally annoyed them. 

.Besides chase u.iaadvan\ages una.er 6one by all alien me rchanLs, the 

Jew would nave to compete wi th 1nrong competitors '!'tho .b.au., a fte r long s1.ruggles, 
64 

secured special privilege£ f rom the king. ~here were ~ennan companies who 

had. setL lemeuts o f their own in London l t he ''Stel:lyard .. ,"Gildllall of the ..A.&Lch", 
Sb 

or the ''Ka.sterling's Houae"), .Bos ton and ~· ~he ~emings h&a. a Hanse in 

Lona.on; the ~aacons a charter a s well as t t e ~paniania and rortuguese, an~ 
56 

t he Florentines ana the ~enetiana . 

~he last OP.tJOrtuni t y i or the Jew waa to engabe in the wholesale 

trade e.J1i.l in export ing. Wool was the principal export, anu this business waa 

alreauy controlled by the weul th.y Flemish anu. Italian merchants who sent it to 
67 

t heir rdspective countries to be manufactured. • have already seen tAat the 
58 

Jew did a small wholesale trade, though not neoeasarily an export ing one, but 



in ~ case it would be neglillbl• in comparison wiih the great trade oarrie4 

on b7 t.be Wl•iah and lt&Jllu. lluoh oapital waa required which moat of t.be 
59 

Jews lacked9 ano. t.be power of the l'lemiah anu. I t alians ._. l'ery great. .More-

oHr. their oonneotiona with the manufacturing towns aided them in having a 

monopol7. 

P'urthennore 9 the situation waa traugnt with political i mportance. 

u.ally aeoureo. the trienuahip of '1.andera firat so as to uae that cowitry as a 
60 

base from whicn to enter ~ranee. or aa a uaetul ally. ~be king then would 

not be favoraole to Jews com,pet111g with the '1.emia.U meroh&nta in .&~land. • 

.WOreover9 the bulk of •heep-raising was carr ied. on by the monk• 
61 

of the Ciateroian order. who would. not be very amenable t 0 dealinb with Jewa 

i n 8Jl¥ form after their .b&trea. of t uem bro~t on by the Jewa• previous oon-
62 

trol Of them b7 usury. ana. by -.arioua other oausea. 

It waa imposs i ble for lil8J1¥ Jews t o get eatablishe~ i n auch a 

trade in the fifteen yeara before the ~ulalon. Jlut it and. the Wholesale trade 

1.n corn were the most tavorable trades or all. and. some Jews with large capital 

~ble to recall it fr an the borrowers ~ have followed the procedure o f t he 

I t alians, and that which t hey had used before. and made to landholders aa.vancea 
63 

of money t o be repaid 1.n oorn and wool. ~ he way that the Jews carried on 

this t rade, however, ia not qui te clear. There were agreements maa.e that 

p roducers should aup~ly so ~ qu.a.rte ~s of coin or so many sac~s of wool, at a 

fixed p rice at some future time. an~ tile p rice was d.eposited wi t n t ae p roa.uoer, 

ana. a oonu was received in acknowleugement. but the extant bonds do not show 

how this future t ime was cnoaen. Someti~~a the bona. ran on tor years. &n~ even 

then tne corn or wool waa not aeliverea. We can onl1 conjecture t hen that tbe 
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Jew reoehecl intereat on the money lent, &Jui tbat, tberetore, thl!Se corn ancl 

" wool merchant• were only mone7-lenuera in di aguiae. ~rad8 in corn aa 

•ate beoauae the corn could be a t orea. ana. prouotecl, &J¥L there waa no neoeaait7 

to t ravel with it with the aa.rJger or being r obo8'ie Wool also ooul~ be stored 
65 

in the aame W&:¥• ~babl7 only wool, ana. not oorn waa •llPOrtecl. 

rrom the reoorcla or Jewiah holdings at tlle ~ulaion, we aee num-
66 

eroua accounts of bond.a for corn and wool. In ~ towna, their value ex-

-:i~eda t hat of the bonda for mone7. I n Bristol, t.be val ue of the bonda tor 
67 

corn i• almost t wice that for mone7. In Omnoridge and Huntingaon Ii 188 in 
68 

money, • 10 3a. 4d. in corn, an4 • 86 13•. 4d. in wool. 
69 

In Canterbury there 

g.~-e no money bonds, but Ii 529 za. Sd. in corn. I n Rxeter , money bonds far 
70 

exceed t.hoae for corn, ' 1058 4a. 2d. as &!,a i nat ' 180 l~a . 4 cl. In Hereford, 
71 

money 1a ' 147::1 6a. 4 d., oorn lo 458, aDli wovl Ii 169 13a . 4d. In Lincoln, 

a lmost every person a.ealt in corn au~ in wool, so that m.Dne7 ia out Ii ~23 
72 

l G• •• corn ia Ii 601 9a. 4d.., an~ wool the great est am~unt , Ii 1595 6a. 

Lincoln waa i n tlle wool dis t rict. In lior-Rioh, money is only Ii 20, but corn, Ii 
73 

~14, l~•· 4d., and wool Ii Sll 13s. 4d. I n ~ott ingbam, money equals Ii 450 
74 

l~a. 'sa.. , corn la ~ . an~ wool' 3o 13a. 4a.. ~ut in Oxtora. , money i a Ii ~O la. 
75 

4a.. , ano. corn la 265 la. Sci. , 8llll wool ' 150 l~a . 1sd. Aila. in ~out.bampton, 

the re are only ooncla t or corn to the amoWlt u f Ii 129 18•. Sa.. , ana. ror woul to 
76 77 

t he sum of la 50. 

i.10re than nalf of the capital ot tbe .lewa was intereuea. in corn 

a;.~ wo~l at t he ~n:...ls i on. ~he bo~da ot eleven o! the aeventeen t owns "Ailere 

the Jews live~ or Qia bu.ainess are extant, and i nclioa t e t his . ~he : otal 

valae of all t ransactions ia la ~ 100 , consis ting of about Ii 4000 of ooney, 
78 

about Ii 2700 of ~om, ana about la 2400 ot wool. 
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We .bave aeen that lau.c of liordch, Who lived in Ac:lward. •a reign, 
79 

waa a sh1,p-owner wi t.h a quq at •orwich, am a merchant, an ~oner. In 

the record.a at the lapulaion, we see tbat there were boncaa owing to .bim in Io~ 

wioh to the value of It 156 l3a. 4d.. in corn, aDd It 170 in 26 ao.alr:a of wool, 
80 

far more than to the other oreditora of tbe town. 

What aggravated tbe a1tuat1011 the more was the grant of Bdward. 

to hi• motner ~leanor tb&t no Jew a.well in ~ town which •he bad for <lower 

from 41ng Raney. ~herefore, 'the Jews of ~rlborough were exileu. to ~vb.ea, 

of ~louoe~ ter to ~riatol, of Woroeater to Rere t ord., &nil of ~auibria.ge to Hor-
81 

wicn, and their Ohirograph Oheata &n'1 t neir good.a were tranaferred. wi l.h them. 

It appea.ra that the o.ei>tination of the Oambriu.ge Jewa was c.hangea. from ~orwioh 

to iiuntingdon because we fim J oaoeua tU ' Samuelotua, a Cambridge Jew, _. 
82 

appoiute<l one of the Ohirographers at liu2aUngd.on. 

Some propert~ escheated to t he Queen as a result of thia "i:sile"• 

For in the ureat lnquia i tion of 1278-1279 we d iscover: "Stephen Toli hel d a 

messuage which bis predecess or had received from Queen Eleanor, and i t has c ome 
83 

to the lomeen-mother oy escheat by r eason of the exile of the Jews." 

~et some Jews were alloweu to hol~ proper~y i n the t owns from 

whicn they were banisnec1. In 1277 , J osceua ! 11' aJ&mue l otus is alloweo. t o live 

i n vhes t : rton, uear ~amb:-iae,e , "so that he :nay have acoes~ to ~amb l'i.dge to ply 
e• 

his mer chandise there , and t o repair the houses t .bat he has i n toe same town.• 

une wonders what was Josoeua' trade in merchandise. 2erbaps it refers t o hi• 
85 

t rade i o corn anu wool . 

In lZ84, Josoeus a.emands 29s . :from a tenant of llfilllaz:i Caperun 

1.1 respect of rents which he nol cia by a ch1rograph f or 60a. ~e record. ia 
86 

date d from Cambridge which shows that Je~~ still CU.d buainess there. 
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lll-om tho off icial list• of the contents of the ahesta at the 

&xpulaion, the name of Joaoeua atanda f i rs t in the W&mbrld6e &Dd HUllting~on 
87 

return and there ia a reterenoe to a meaauage that he held.. 
88 

the only Jew who held houaea and laud at Qambridge. 

He was apparen t l7 

Undoubtedly, the ezpulaion of the Jews from certain towns onl7 

caus ed them more h&rdahip by conoentratiug them in certain towns in oompetition 

with their fellows. Although we have s een that Joaoeua was al l owed t o continue 

business in Cambri dge , the fact that he was apprently the only Jew that owned. 

property t here, inelioatea that he waa an isolated case. ~erhaps tnis was taken 

into aocowit when the deatina\ lon of the Jewa of ~ambrilige was changea. f rom 

liorwich to liUJ:ltingO.On. llorwioh waa the second largest community of J ews a t 

time , While Hunt ingdon pe rhaps had. none at c.ll , or only a rew, and. there wo1i ld 

be no ooa:ipeti t ion in auoh a oaae. 

Some poor Jen could. beoome servants in the howaea of the richer 
89 

Jews as was prevalent i n the paat . 
90 

to the Bishop of iorwiah. 

£bout 1200-1210 Aichard .iaron was steward 

Of course , during the entire period of the Jen• at ay in Qigland. 

there were some Jews w.b.o ran small businesses iu tne Jewries for a J ewish 

olient ele. Aven Chriat ; ~ llUSt nave patronized them, as .llldward i n 1281 for-
91 

bid& t he Jews to sell meat to them. • t llorwich in 1246, we hear of £bra.ham, 

the son of the nartyred R, £ariel, renting a •hop in J.tancroft Street, oaten-
92 

aibly in which to do buainesa. 

But there was also &!l opp•rtunity to transgress the sta~ute 

against usury. ~e chests and their office rs we r..:: st il l kept to the expuls lun9 

for the purpose of collecting bac k loans , an~ for registering any new debts to 

be _-a i d in corn and wo.-1 and money, os t ensibl y lent. wil.hout interest. ~ 
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men were in need of mone7 and would often cooperate wi th the Jews in using thi• 

machinery ano. would ao arranoe that the Jew woul<i. receive a ~rofi t trom tbe 
93 

tranaaotio1111. 1!.he progreaa of the change from p~ent ot renta in kind or 

aerviae to payment i n cull waa ste&Cllly inoreaaing. ~he Jew coW.ci copy the pro-

oeu.ure of the O&uraine• anc:l the other ltaliana .no bad al•&.38 nac:led the Church 

law a e,c.i n.1 t usur.v, metbocla whiah they had. soin~t imea uaeci in t ne paa i. Some-

times t hey woulci be promiaed. payment of more tban they had lent. Ur t hey were 

to get a "gift", and "coq>euaUoll" tor del&¥ in payment. Or they coula have a 

debtor aomowledge the noeip t ot money, and tlao ot the price of certain aaoka 

of wool which he promised. to aupply in due time. We have bonds extant, whioh 

te l l ot Jew• being credited wi th a large amount ot money, a nd a small pa~t in 

kind, of course, a type of interest. Other bonds for rep~;ment of money alone 

are mentioned, anu eTery one ot t hem r epresents an evasion o ; so!D8 kind against 
N 

the law. 

While the Jews •ere in a distress i ng e conomic condition, ~war<l 
95 

greeted them with a tall~• of 26 , 000 ma: ks in 1277. ~hen in July, 1278, a 

heavy t allage followed, the comc iss i oners being directed t o attach al l moneys aue 
96 

t o Jews. ~hey must have been reduceu to desperate cirouma tanoea. 

roorer Jpws wiLhout capital to len~ at inter~st by evasion of the 
97 

law became hlg.aw~ robbers an11 burglara. laaao, Chaplain of the Jews of Ior-

wioh, ail(l man,y othera , J9"s and i;hristians, were charged wita breaking into the 
98 

churches of ~••1J1thozp and liewton, Uorfolk. ~ome Jews eni.erea. tbe Mt>mua 

uonvuraorum aa an easy expeulent for there they secureu free 11 ving &nil. lid. 
99 100 

per o.ay, although the7 lost the l ittle property that they migllt have had. 

But the clip~ing of ooin engrossea our attention. Although re-

fonna had been maae in the coin&g9 aimed to eliminat e the practise, there w~re 



101 
eo many different i••uee, wmtll l ed at the edgee, that true value .... 01111 

102 
oomputed b7 weight. There waa aach a detioienoy in the relgJi of ~~ni, 

poss ibly even·50 per oent., •o mach talae ooin i n c irculation, that prioe• roae 

anci tr&d.8 was hindered.. ~- king promiaecl a cilange in the coinage, but thie 

only disturbed oond.itiona the more . Beoaue ot t heir paat i D(>lloat i ona in 

coin-cliP1)ing, t he .Te ... were auspeo ted, am eapeclally because ot t h e a tate tbe7 

we re i n at t he time, unable, tor the moat part , to rm.ke a l egitlmate H ving. 

Some wer~ cil&rged Wi th t he orime before t he wboleaale investi~-ation i n 1276. 

~ometime i a the tirat decade of .:dwaru'• reign befor e 1278, abraham t11' AAtule-

cresse ()f Iorwich •s i mprhoned in t he ~ower of London on the oll&rge. He wae 
103 

then rel e .. ed. 

ooinage. I n one nigbt he impriaonaa. al l the Jew, aeizea. ~heir property , a nci 

aearchea. their houaee. Golci&miths and ~ otbera were treateu i n tne aame W&J• 

~ false accuaationa were brought b7 "'h ria tiana who wanted. t o recehe bri t>ea 

o f hueh-money from tAe accused Jews, or, !n case of cona.emnation, wanted to 
lM 

c onceal from the eecheators part of t he1 r propert7. Jfanae r fil' Aa.ron ot 

London aued for an i nvea tigation i cto the ownership o f tool• t or c lippi ng found 
106 

on the roof of hi• house. •he king allowed any .Jew agalnat • hom no charge 
106 

nad been b r oaght b7 a c~rtain aa.t e to free bi~•elf ~y pa:ll'D8nt of a f ine. 
107 

(Uraets s~a ta.at t he time aet we.a Jj!.7 , 1 4::80). Yet maiq .Jews allil .;briat1ana 

we re f .:iund. suilty, &J1(1 19Z .Jen •ere n&ng8Cl ana. u. rawn in Lond.OD, &nil a l U1.eir 
108 

propen7 .:u•::neaua. t o tt.e d ng. 
109 

A few ~re r~ been c~ruieo:nea., ou t were 

Othe r Jewa i n tne p rovlncea were liJCewi ae ~xecu ted. 

d a reaul t , a re tom o! the co inage tock p la.ce, u.e:aigneu ~o 1~revent coir-
111 112 

ih.tt co i n contini..lec.a. to be cl i ppea_. 

110 
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A few yeara after 1275 .i.411111.rd. mlti~--ated. hi• atatute againat 

U8\U7• Be real bed. that aa a reaul t • violation.a were oc.;urriqg at ever,y h&nd.9 

115 
and that ooill-cllpping beoame more prevalent. ~e ordinance probably had. 

116 
produoed. too disturbing a ohange in the eoonomio system of the country. A 

new statute was ordaine4 allowiqg interest at halt a mal1c per pound yearly, about 
117 

7 per oent. f or three year• only. Legal recognition waa given to al l debta 

of It 20 or more duly mad.e and retbtered with hea"fY penalties tor non-reg1atra­
· 11a 

tivn. 

Edward anould bave realizeQ ~oat the only succes~tul s ul ution 

to tne difficulty ot Je~iah usury waa to aecure the Jew the privilege of work-

ing ~1th Chria tians on equal condition.a. But the at t i tuu.e of the Church was 
119 

unfa vorable to this. demancliug that Jews be 1sola ~ed from Christiana. 

~he Jews then were of little use to ~dward.. ~hey were poor. 

arui only CbU&ed him tro.lble. rope Rono ri\19 IV a t the ena. of 1286 sent a Dull 
121 

t o tbe ~rchbiahopa of Canterour;v ano. ~ork. denandillb a reineQj' tor the sit-

uation of free intercourse of Jews witn Ohristi&ll5 whicu often led. to Christian 
122 

con version to Judaism. Adward., jua t a.a in 1276 after the Com.cu of Lyona. 

wani.eQ to be obeQient to the rope because he was religious after all (he ha<l 

12Z 
an access of relig ious seal on taking the Cross once more while abroad) and 

because he r elied upon the papal money-lenders. ana because F.onoriua ' pre-

decesaor had s9zured f or ~iu a t enth part of the goods of the olergy of .In-

gland. An.y at~empts at inserting the J ew into accord with EIJgliah soc iety were 
124 

dc. ..imed by the ~l. They could only exis t as usurers , anu t his was against 

Kdward ' s policy. ~ulsion was the only reme~. 

Undoubtecily , his family ana. court also influenced him. His wi fe 

and mo t ner a.nu var ious officers nad receive~ liberal grants from J ewi sh 
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p ropert1. ~ey muat have known that this wa.s steadily deoreasing, and de-

• 125 
aired. a large •bare tor lnmed.iate , though final cliatnbatica. and. moreover 

the people deaireli to aee them baniaheU., espeo1&ll1 the poor. ~a Jews bad. 

oeen used. i., the rioh in the oppression of the poor. tilay had. m&Q8 over the 

mortgage• on mmall aatataa to the neigbboriDg great land.,-owners, often the 

abbeys as we ha•• aeen. In other 'Wal• they had. played into the hallua of \.he 

Ditbles and. the king, whose protection waa neoenary. 4Yan great leaders like 

Grosaeteate and ~Haon de Montfort bad: longed to see them banished., the latter 
116 

effecting it in his own town of 1.eioester. 
127 

When Ronoriua' Bull waa iasued in 1286, Uward was in Gasco~. 

As a result of the ~l, and becaus e he had taken the Cross for the seconu time 

he dxpellad the Jawa from h i • foreign poaaessiona in 1288. In~. 1287, he 

o:'dered i hat all the Jews be arrested. ~hey were only freed on payment of 
128 

a oolleotive tine of 20,000 marka (~ 13,333 6a. 8d..). 

In 1289, the securing of money i>eoame •ery urgent tor home and 

foreign purposes. ~he parliameni 01· that 1ear re fU:>ed a new tax oefore the king 

came home frorn his stay in France ainoe 1286. .t.:dwara. re .. u r nod. in augu st of 

1289, am after p~ing a l. tention i;o certain other aitirs, then deal\ vith \. the 
129 

r evenue. On July 18 , 1290, he iaauea. the order tor t.ae expulsion of the 
130 

Jews, aeoreeing that all Jen s.boula. leave before All Saints ~ ot that year, 
131 132 

namel1, on llovember late Onaoubte<lly, one ot tbe reaaons for thi• eo.iot 

wa.s ... a.ward'• neeQ tor money. ~erhaps it is not true, aa Ba.ma&¥ says, that im-

me~iately after, the Clipstone ?arliament, Glad at tne pr0speot of the expul•-
133 

i on of the Jewa, mad.e him large gra.ata. Abrahama proves that the 28.rliament 

met before the dec ree for the .aixpulaion on July 18th, namely, on July 15th. 

He says that it would have been "imposaible to au,ppoae that in so short an 



interval the question waa brought ap1, the policy choaen. the price fixed, and 
lM 

the decree isauecl.• Of course n<11t; but t he decree may have been planned. 

for a lollg Um. In 1276, alreM1¥, Adwarci waa ·thinking of banishment for the 

Jews. While he was yet abro84, he nad, for non-pa)'llMtut of taxes, changed the 

penalty of imprisonment tor perpetmLl banishment. In obea.ience, a certain 

Jew baa. to rnove with his wite and cbild.r en to .Dover wthin three ~· tor trana-
la6 136 

por tation. ~d Parliament had wi-ged upulaion nine years before, An 

intimation waa probabl7 ghen to tho ~arliainent that auoh a decree waa to be 

ia.:>ueli, and in gratltwie they gra ... tctd money to the king. Or there 1a another 

posaibilit71 Wldoubte~ the i'arliainent convened for several days at leaat, 

~he decree for 41izp_laion ~ have b•ten iasuea. during it:> meet i ng, then the 
18'1 

rarliament may nave granted the aub11iq. 

&Yen though ~-rd wiu an upright man, there ia no reason fo r 
138 

absolving him of pecuniary motives, aa Abra.hama would do. ~en though the 
139 

confiscation of the Jews' property 1at banishment woul u be of little val~e, 

yet in a time of urgeno7 in regard to the revenae, .o:.ciward, statesman aa be 

was, w~uld be ~ise enougc to act i n auch a 1By aa to secure money trom hia 

pE ~ple, and incidentally from the Jewa as well. ~be higher cler gy, aoon after 

t he Clecree, gave a fifteenth of their temporal i t iea, ana. the barons the same 

for themselna &nl.l the general com 1unity. In Provinc ial Synods the lower clerg 

granteci. •enth.s, Witnin three years all of the g rant. .. brought in the enormous 
1.0 

sum of Ii ll6,ci03. Of course, mo111ey was not .Ea.wa rd. 'a only reason for the 
141 

.. xpuls iun. 

~o Aing .o..d,wurci'a CrEt'4h , it must be said tbat every effort wu 

mao.e for the saf ety of the Je,.·a till the time of their •xpul aion amt '""uring 
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their journe7. tile aheritt• were orclere'1 t o doubly ensure a aate Jou~7 

10 London ror thoae who ohoae to pa7. !the •rdena of the Cinq~ hrta were 

told to He that the Jen had. a aate paaaage oTer the aea, after pa~nt. of 

oourae, u d that the poor •eoure oheap rat ea and. be treated. well. &peoial 
143 

writa ot aate-oonduot tor incliTidual Jewe were iaaued. ~e exiles were al-

lowe ti. to oar?")' with them all or their own propert7 that tbe7 poHesaed at 

the time or the iaaue of the decree or expu1alon, toget her with suoh pledge• 

as were tJ.epoaited with them bJ Chriatiana and which were not redeemed bJ' a 
144 

oer t ain t ime. 

i'or a proclamat ion was i ssued that all Ch ristians who woulQ re­
l~ 

deem their pledges, must do ao b7 a oertain time. .l few Jewa, higll in 

royal favor, as ~ron til' Vi vea, the o.battel ot ~dmund, and Cok til' Hagin, 

the chai.tel or the ~ueen, were allowed t o sell their houaes and tees to ~ 
1'6 

"hriatians. In the three mont.ba bei.ween the decree anc.i. the Bxpulsion, in a 

period or s low payment &nQ of s l ow i rave l ling, only a small part of their oapl-
1•7 

tal ooulQ be r aoalled. by tbe Jews &rul taken with them. 
l.S 

On ~t. ~ni•'B Jia3, the 9th ot October. the Jewa of London 

left. 'the richer &along them left with t heir property ou a oertain •hip. To-

ward.a the mouth of the river, the maste r of the mip planned a scheme. He cast 

anchor till the tide should go out, and then walked out "'1.tJl the Jews upon 

the land.. When the tide came in, he returned to tbe •hip in na.ste, but the 

tide held the Jew back, and many were drowned. ~he maater and. the sailors 

"eturned ~ o London with the trea sure in their possession, but were soon banged 
149 

for the crime. Some capta ins were also punisbe~ ~o r robbi ng the Jews at 
150 

sea, and throwing them overboard. 

One group sailed for Rrance, but were beset by fie r ce stonns, 

and ~ were cJ. r owneu and other, oast destitut e on the ooas t. Othen went to 
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151 152 
Flanders. GeftlllLlV, and to northern Spain. 

~he p ropert7 tha t they left in .&nglan.ci amounted to dwellings 
153 

and otL.er h ouaea Whio.b the7 .bad been able to keep aft er t he ~tatut. e ot 1275, 

thei r aynagoga alMl oemeteriea, &l¥i their bowls tor t ne repayment ot money, 
lM· 

corn and. wool. All ot t.heee beoame the p ropert7 ot the king, the bonds 
156 

probaol7 being given to the queen. .Poaaibl7 aoce ot tu nouaea in auo.h 

towna u Hereford. Winoheater, and. lp••ich tell to tlae cithena who ba'1 b7 

t ile purchase " t manorial rigbta become entitlea. to all fine• &W1 toJltiturea. 

~ a nnual value o f t.he houaea was, after a l l owance bad been made fo r t he right 

of the oapital Loni.a, a bout It lolO. ~ value of the u.ebta waa about It 9 ,100, 

but thia waa oanaiderabl7 leasened. by the ki.ug'• only c·olleoting t he priiaolpal, 
166 

and t his waa not tull7 collectecl. ~he houses were orderei.. s old anu the money 
15'1 

given to pioua uses. a&t moat ot t hem were ffl ven to the ~ing 'a frieruia . 

Al though the ben :?fit that Adwaru secured from the Jews ' property was not enor-

mous , of courae, i t ~aa of some value t o him. r rimarily, however, he thought 

that the &xpulaion waa valuable because it woul u el i mi :iate t he ev ils of Jewi.ah 

ti . .ance, woulu gain him the goodwill ot the nation , and be to its best economic 

i:riterea t s. 

the .iz;pulaion, however, was an eveut o! s mall i mportance in 

-'ngliah hiator;y. Its effect ··:aa largely onl; inmeQi&te. ~he business of the 

otaer us..irers e>re• as a result . lhe evils of .isu ry still pe llist.ea.. Coin waa 
168 

still clipped. Yet i t oa~ be a s ource o t jo~ f or chauvinis t s tnat i n 1294, 
159 

£'1ward. 's t lua.ncial embarraaameLt Wli& l ars ely a.ue to the a oaence of t be Jewa. 

~here ia some evi~enoe t o a110w that a coIUti~er&ole sec~io of 
160 

Jews remained behillCl at the ~ulaion. One wonders, t or 1 stance, wnat 

n.appened to t.De g r oap of London Jew• who escaped <irowning •hen the captain ran 
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161 
&1ay with their wealth. Jewiah tradition eaya that the final expulaion took 

162 
place in 1358. And. e'fen after that date aome Jews oarried on usu17 in the 

163 
cbaraoter of Lombard merchants. But this belongs to a pertou. other than 

that ot tbi• tbeais. 

At the •xpula1on, the total 'falue of bona.s on record, which are 

extant. from ele'fen of the eeventeeu towna 1n which Jews lived, w~a '9,100 con-

aisting of about • 4,000 in money, about • 2,700 in coin. and about ' 2 ,400 in 
164 

wool. ~1• ia a •mall amount of capital for 16,000 traders, few of whom bad 

any landed property, except the houaea in whiah they liveu., even though the 

bonaa of s ix oomaamitiea, inolucil.llg thoae of a large center aa Lon<i.on. are 

lost. It we conjecture a 'fery liberal estimate tor i.bese t owna, it wil l be 

' 6,000, m&4:1.ug the trading capital ot all the Jew• ot ~ngland • 15,000. ~hi• 

is far below that of the Jews in t he twelfth, and the earlier part of the 

thirteenth oenturiea. It indicates the effect of t .be baronial wara, ot the 
166 

tortivna ot John and HenrJ III, and ot the anti-usury lawa of Ad.ward. 

ln the twelfth century the Jen ot Bngland, according to Jacoba, 
166 

were 2000 in number (probably more) 
16'7 

and yielQed an avera&"8 revenue ot ' ~000 
168 

p1; ... year. By the thirteenth cent ury this equalled on an &verage • 5,000. 

Yet at t he time of the Axp~laion • 3000 a year coulu not be raised. The eJiact 

amount 0 1· revenue gotten by ~d.ward 1, detennined by extant recorus . waa less 
a year. ~d after the anti-usury legislat i on of 1275 it waa much less th.an • 700. 
t han • 70~ •t thia period then Jewa were only i n a mo~erate state of pl'Osperit7, 

i f not in a worae one. • trading community, which poaaesaed on an average a 

capi tal of • 1 a head , ana gave leas ihan la. a head to the king each year, waa 

not wealt~. £nd. this moderate wealth was very unevenly d.is \; rlbuted. 'l he 

• 9100 helu by Jewa of eleven of t he sevent een towns in which they reside~ waa 

hela by about 260 persona, &lUl two-thi Ids of it by 82 peraona belonging to 18 
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families. In nearly every one ot the towwa, wi\.A tba ai<i ot the extant boDlia, 

we can aee tbat there waa a little plutocracy clearly aeparat ea. t'rom t!la N•t 

ot the Jewa. In liereforci, there were 41 Jewiah creditore, but nearly two-thir<ia 

ot all the money wu owing to two persona, father and aon, and a large number 

ot the relationa ot theae two were oredltora tor amaller amounu. In llorwioh, 

one family helQ two-thirds ot all the property belonging to Jews. In Oxford, 

oue family held more than halt. The Jews that were expel lea. were of three 

cla•••• thens the flra t , a amall class of comparatively well-to-do money-lenders 

anu t raders tormi~ the chief families ot each local congreb&tion; the second, 

a somewhat larger but •till a mi110rity of money-lenuers ano. t rade rs of moa.e rat e 

means, who a.1u. a buaine•• similar to that of t he richer members . but on a much 

smalle r ..ale; &lld the thirci, a large majority ot men who diu not lenu. 
169 

they had no money to lend • 

.£. fur t.her proof tba\. the vast maJo ri t.y of Jewa- were very poor ia 

~aineu f rom informal.ion about the ~mus Conversorum. A. part of i ts income waa 

secureu f r om the poll ta.x ot ~a.. a heau ~aJaole by all the Jewa an~ Jewesses of 
170 

~land. ~he number of persona 'tlho paia. s teau.ily uecrea:>tH.I. troo 128u on. 

I n 1280, it was 117~; i n 1281, llb3; i n 11'1. 11~ ; in 1~3, 1151, e tc . •• 

may a~sume tba t. t he ta.x was collected f rom all that were a ble to PE!..:/ • ~bat 

less than 1151 were a ble to pay a t. t he time of the Axpulsion inuicates that. t hey 
171 

were very poor indeed. 

I n 9-10 Ed.ward 1 .laron l e ~vesque is sai d t o be ut t erly i mpoverished 
172 

9 payments to the Crown. In 18 .i..dwa.r<i. I the barons are told t• exami n·? the 

ta.Hage o:' Delia of Gl ouceste r who has been u heavily taxed t hat she has nothi ng 
173 

l eft to l i 7e ~1th • 

.;oncerning thi s poor class , we do not know how they earned a 
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174 
11 ving unless it waa by illegi tlmate means, or aa servants in r i oh homes, 

175 
or a.a pawnbrokers , or a very few a s day-laborers. 

176 
(The Jew had no reaa.1-

ness nor experienoe to do actual labor). 
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We or.n apply Abraham ' s ui vision of the c l asses of Jewry at the 
1 

~-pulsion t o almost the entire period of p re-Kxpulsion his t ory. We can inter 

that 1:l1lliam the Conqueror only illlPOrted well- t o-do Jews to .angland. .But prob-

ably it t ook onl y aoout fifty years til t various dassea appeared.. Graa.ually, 

th~ propo rt i on of the poor became larger , till at the ibpulaion i t was very 

large indeed. 

~is suggests a oertai u pri nciple in reb-arQ to pre-AJ.'J>ul&ion 

Je~ry. It i s that the Jew begi.na his stay in Jllllgl and under favorable conui tioaa, 

ana. ems them in the most unfavorable o ondi tiona. Uoreover, almost each 

reigu il l ua t rat es the same p r inciple. ~he reigna ot the t irst three llorman 

.ct.nc.s are comparat ively favorable , and then cona.it ions gro·N worse till t he 

&cpulaion. J oon s eemed ldncil7 .._the acivent of nis rule, but it was not l ong 

until he robbed the J ews even worse th.an the other kin~•· Under the reeancy, 

the Jewa fared. well in the reign of Henry III, but aoon they we re tallaged al-

most every year. Tne Jew had only to amass wealth under gou<i cono.i t i ons , and 

tnen have it taken tran him. I t the rule of iienry III haci not been so l ong- -

it ano ther k111g with a poltoy favorable to the Jews haci assumed office in i.ilos e 

years-- or it Heney had l et up on his cad taxing-- the J ews mi ~ot have remained 

in .ll.ngland ouch longer. It ~w ... ro. Jl8.Cl not acted w1favorably t owarus t hem a t 

the s tart, the same might h~ve been true. But, of cour~e , it was not .he 

tCing •s policy alon~ , out that of the no bl es , the clergy, anu the people that 

L!aQ in~luence as well . 

·Re can aee tuat the Jen were ol' use to tne state only whe.n the7 
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had. mon•~· Por that reason. William bad. 1nv1 t ea. them. One ot the reaaona wq 

bd.ward e.xpelled. them ia becauae they .bad. nozae. i»rovidera ot mone1 were neoea­

aa ry t o the king•. ~• Oauraine• ana. the other 1 taliana were utilbea. until 

they were d.el'unct too. ~• Jew. a non•part ioipator in the eatabli~.-~ . ; 

Angli•h aooiet7 or religion. waa allo1'9<i to remain tor the value ot hi• wealih. 

and had. to leave when he bad none. 
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