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EPrroMr~ OF ~1H.E;SIS 

A HISTORY OF nrn l~WS OF SIOUX crrY, IOWA (1857 - 1945) 

The histopy of the Jews of Sioux City is llke that of the 

city itself, a record of remarkable progress, with great increase 

of activity in the last years du·e to the war. ~rhe first cTewish 

settler arrived in Sioux City some 83 years ago, 1857, the 

first communal activity dates back some '75 years, 1870, the 

first religious services some 55 yea1')s ago, 1890. .Approximately, 

52 years, 1893, the first congregation was formed and ultimately 

acquired a house of wo~ship. Today there are five congregations 

with over 500 members. There are at least 3,000 souls in Sioux 

City's community. This large group of people participate in 
W(!y( 

every phase of community life. For charity, there"a number of 

organizations which take part in every local philanthPopic enter­

prise· without inquiring as to creed or limitation as to purpose. 

There are libraries and educational clubs as well as fraternal 

organizations. In business Sioux City Jews do not fall behind. 

The main industries consist of the stockyands, ancl the great re­

tail and wholesale trade. It is splendidly situated as a 

distributing point, and a broad, rich·farming country all about. 

Jewish citizens have not ignored this opportunity. 

The spirit of Sioux City Jews is that of the West. The 

people are energetic and active both in their own behalf and that 

of their ins ti tut ions awl their• city. 'I'heir enterprises are among 
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the factors that helped develop the possibilities of this section 

of the country with such rapidity. The Jews in the main are ex­

tremely liberal. Mt. Sinai Congregation , reform in its practice, 

is yet faithful to Jua.aism in its principles, and the orthodo;x: 

congregations and conservative congregation aPe showing a newer 

type of spir>it in their personal friendliness to the reforlm tTews 

by closer personal contacts. In public spirit Jews are among the 

.foremost citizens. The Jew of Sioux City does not stand aside, 

but th:r.n:rwsLJhimaelf hear•t and soul into the common cause. 

The future of the Jew in Sioux City is largely bound up 

with the development after this war of the city itself. There 

is every peaso:n to believe that the future development of the 

Jew in Sioux City will be very gratifying • 
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INTHODUOTION 
___..,... ,..,..,. m"r..-..;"'."~ 

In laying the foundations of the cities of the 

Middle West, Jew and non-Jew labored eide by side. As 

pioneers they struggled, dared, and hoped together, and 

together they have lived to see the triumph of their 

00mrn0n ambi t:i.on. Jew and Gentile worked. in f'riend.ship 

for the sake of the land which they' both loved. They 

have built up in this way personal friendliness and a 

liberal atmosphere on both sides~ The Jew of the west 

ie a westerner to the fullest degree. In this lan<l of 

business enterprise, none are more daring or more sa-

gaciou.s than members of our people; in the country wf 

liberaliEilm in politiolil, religious and social life, the 

Jew is among the most emancipated; in a section of 

strong local feeling and of great efforts in the oauije 

©f local pride, th~ Jew is as public s,pirited a@ men of 

any other faith. In every channel where the current 

runs most swiftly, Jews are amcmg the active leaders. 

Sci it i&il that in our 'busy, enter.prising, oommissiion­

governed city, with it~ superb location, its excellent 

.record of past achievement, anq. its splendid. oi vie 

srpiri t, the Jewish oi tizens 0f Sioux City are oontri bu ting 

and are leading in every wa;y·, tyr1ioal members of the 

community's enterprise.. In energy of action, liberality 

'' ' 

i I 

: I I 

' ' i' 

,. 
! 



2 

0:f view, and. ardent participation in the o©mmon cause, 

the Jew has distinguished himself among the foremost. 

One reasc;m for the complete identificati©n 0f the 

Jew with the O®rmnunity at large is that the youthful 

west never regards him as an interloper, a recent arrival. 

In the west all except the rising generation must be i:mmi­

grants from s0me point in our 0wn land or abr@ad. S®me 

Jews were among the earliest arrivals in ©ur city, and. 

are still with us, participating in the progress of' the 

community which they helped. to build. They have seen 

the advance from small beginnings to the beautiful oi·ty 

0f the present, an advanoe at the same time wonderful 

and typical. 
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ORA:I?TER I ":'. THE FJ.ARIJY 'SETTLEJ.MlH\fT 

The site ®f Si@ux City was early recognized as an 

excellent location for a town. Befor.e the wonderful 

agrioul tural weal th 0f ·the surrounding region was appre­

ciated, an Indian village stood here to take advantage 

of the rivers. '.L'he Missouri was a. ~reat th©roughfare, 

and the conjuncti0n of three rivers -- the :eig Sieu:x: 

and :B1 l@yd. both fl©W int61 the lVfissouri Within a few 

miles -- preserved this strip of land frem severe starm.s. 

This Indian village was found by· the Lewis and Ola.rke 

exped.i ti©n in 1804. This li·ttle band, the first white 

men who reached this region, buried ®ne ef their nwuber 

on a lamely bluff by the river, near the site of the 

future city. Sergeant Charles :ti'loyd, · the first white 

man who died i:n this territory, was l©ng fergi:;,tten, but 

his grave is now marked by a splendid monument. It is 

@ne ;f' our few hietorio p©ints, and we treasure it all 

the more en account G:f the rarity. 

The first permanent settlers, wh0 were li'renoh Canad­

ians, arrived i,n Sioux City in 1849. Six years later, 

in 1855, nCJ>t more than ene hundred and seventy-five 

Jewish souls inhabited the entire state of Iewa. In 

Sioux City, Mesaers Godfrey Hattenbach, Isaac Haas.and 

I
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one Simon laid the foundations f0r the future Jewry of 

that fl©urishing city. (The Jews of Iowa, Glazer, J?. 184) 

By 1857, when the town had a population ef 150, the 

first Jewish settler. Mr. Godfrey Hattenbach, arrived. 

Tw0 ©ther events make the year a notable one, the first 
' 

inoorpora ti on @f Si©ux Oi ty as a town, and the c0llapse 

®:f the Dubuque and l?aoific Hailroad. Company, which had 

been ready tG 00nneot the frontier post with civilization. 

This last event brought on the downfall of a real estate 

boom a:nd subsequent hardship to the grawing town. 

G$dfrey Hattenbach, illustrated in.his life the 

restless pioneer spirit so prevalent in his generation, 

tQl which tl.le west owes an unlimited de.bt ®f gratitude • 
•... 

He was b0rn in Darmstadt, Hess-Cassel, Germany, March 13, 

1813 and arrived in this country, at"the age ®f twenty­

six, in 1839, landing in Baltim©re, Md. Re oonunenoed 

his career in his new environs as a peddler and lab@rer 

at all manner of hard work. There, in the early forties, 

ha married his wife Frances, whe likewise was o:f German 

birth, and together they to©k up their abode in western 

MI ss ou:ri in 1848, where he ma.de a hand.some f'ortune ped.d.ling. 

From there they moved t0 St. Joseph, Mo. in 1850, where 

Hattenbach ccmducted a general store. A year later, they 

moved tm Cincinnati, Ohi0, remaining there for three years 

and engaging himself in auction and commissiGn business •. 

But the resitless pioneer spi:riii, 0011pled with several 

reverses, convinced Mr. Hattenbach 0noe again t© make 
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the trip westward, this time settling at O©uncil Bluffs, 

Iewa. i.n 1854. In 1855. the Hattenbaohs llllcated in Omad.i, 

Dakota County. i~·ebraska, which was giving pr©mis e GJf be­

coming an important point. In Oms.di he r:ilunged inte the 

project '1.f building a. new tciwn at ©noe and inves·ted his 

entire fortune as well as· his energy, time and hard labor. 

The f0 llowing year, however, found the Hattenbaohs settled 

in C0vington, Nebraska, at present called South Sieux City: 

where Hattenbach was interested in the town site. Greeted 

with bright preispects and, relying upon ga>md. hopes, he 

built a hotel ancl made preparati0ns t© establish himself 

permanently. Sterm after storm swept his little hotel 

fr©m its f0undati0ns. Without means, disheartened and 

dismayed, Mr. Ra tt en'bach m©v ed t® SiCl>ux Ci i;y in 1857 

and became a fisher, out ©f which he made money enough 

to start the first billiard r0om there. As a result of 

an Indian invasion fr©m the west and north, Which caused 

cc~nsidera.ble ala.rm, the Hattenba.ohs packed their bel®ng­

ings and returned to Cincinnati, with a hands®me f©rtune, 

i~emaining there until 1869, engaging in the cigar busi:n.ess. 

Again the west called Hattenbach te return. and in 1869 

we find him again in SiouJc City. His :famiJ.y o@nsisted 

0f six sons and a daughter, Ludwig, Nathan, Joseph, 

Mitchell, David, Aaron and Ada. In.1879, Godfrey Hatten ... 

baoh breathed his last. He was buried in Chicago, Ill. 

only to be disinterred by hi.s. s@:q Aa.ro.m Hattenbao}\ ana. 

his son-in-law, D. A. Magee, seven yea.rs later. They 

then reinterred his bones in Mt. Sinai Cemetery, east 



ef the Fl©yd. (S.O.J.W. Nov. 4, 1886) (This is in 

cmnflict with Glazer) 

6. 

The first Jewish communal activity in Sioux 

City, as elsewhere, was o<llncerned With the oemetery, 

the House of Peace~ The Jewish Cemetery Association 

was formed in 1869, with a small membership but a 

fervent h€Jpe that other organizations would so0n be 

found.ad. Mr. Ge>df'rey· Hattenbach, the first arrival 

0f the little gr0up, d@na ted the necessary land.. 

For many years this was the only Jewish activi ·ty 

in Sioux City. The Jewish Cemetery Association 

was the direct ancest©r sf the present .Mt. Sinai 

Cemetery .Assoc ia:ti on. 

Mr. Hattenbach' e daughter, Ada, wa.s destined. 

to play an important role in the histery of Sioux 

Oi. ty Jewry in a most un1.que way. A young American, 

a descendant Gf a prominent gentile family, named 

D. A· Magee, fell madly in love with her and seeing 

no way t© make this Jewess his own, proceed.ad to 

Oinc irmati where he became ccrn.vert ed. to Judaism. 

Re returned to Sioux City· to impart the news te 

his friends and relatives and told them that he 

would continue in their midst as a Jew. On June 20, 

1876, the hap:py pai:i:· were united in wedlock at Council 

Bl11f fs, Iowa, at 10: 00 A.lVI. firs 'tly, by Justice Berk 
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in behalf of the state, and Rabbi Herzman in behalf 

ef the Israeli tish church. (Sioux City Journal J)ail~>r, 

Tuesday, June 20, 1876) The happy couple, immed.iately 

after the ceremony, started East on a short bridal 

tour. 

In 1882, D. A. Magee sent his resignation t® 

the oi ty council as trustee, and became a candid.ate 

£0r mayor. (S.C. Ti. - W - Feb. 7, 1882) He was sub­

sequently honored by the citizens of Sicrnx City and 

was ohos en the mayer, for he had. become weal thy· and 

influenoial among Jew and Gentile ali.ke. Sioux City 

can readily 'be proud 0f this most werthy Ger Zedek. 

He later went into the grocery business with his 

brother-in-law Ludwig Hattenbach and remained in that 

business until 1901 when he withdrew. His beloved 

wife passed away May 4, 1926 and was buried by Rabbi 

Isadore Isaaoson, While he lived for less than a year, 

departing this world on March 13, 1927. Curious till 

n0tioe, he was buried by Heverend Snyd.er of the 1J1 i:rst 

Unj. tarian Ohu:t•ch. Surviving them was one son, Oliver 

Guy Magee, a prominent citizen a.nd outstanc1ing musician 

in Sioux City- who does not affiliate himself in any way 

with tb,o Jewish Community. 

It is interesting to note that the Italian news-



paper, L'Edu.catore Israeli ta records in 1859 the 

oonversion to Judaism of a farmer, who together 

8. 

with hie whole family embraced Judaism. This man 

circuroo is eel himself and lived according to the Jewish 

IJaw as far as he knew it. (L'J~ducatore Israelita, 

1859, :e. 127) (See Appendix 1 

Abraham and Isaac B:aas, wl:iose names have been 

menticmed previously, were engaged in the Dry Go@ds 

and General Meroha.nd.ise business. Little is known 

of them outside 0.f a :few advertisements which appear 

in the Sioux City Times as far back as 1857. (See 

Appendix 2) We do, however, know that they were 

contemporaries ~f Godfrey Hattenbach. Of an individual 

named Simon, nothing is available. 

The early Jewish settlers engaged themselves 

in peddling dry go~ds, in olo thing, cigar s t11ne, pawn 

·broking, gr0cery and jewelery· businesses. J!'1or the 

most part, success followed them in their under­

takings. 

The year 1869 fo·und a new family of Jews settling 

in Siou:x Oi ty. The brothers, Joseph and Sigmund 

Schulein, opened. a Dry Goods store selling such items 

as dry goods, 01othing, Ladies' dress patterns, gents' 



furnishings, hats, caps, bo0ts and shoes. This store 

was oddly enough k:r;i.own as the none Price Storen. 

These brothers fast acquired. a fine reputation and 

in an article entitled "In retrospect" in the Sioux 

Oi ty Times,. !January 1, 1870, the foll0wing statement 

is made: "J. Schulein and. Bro., although but recently 

0pened here, have by their business tact, the close 

margin upon which they sell gc:>ods, and a resident 

partner cont:tnually in the various Eastern markets. 

added to an ample capital, ancl a lifetime experience, 

a prestige possessed by but few business men. They 

keep a full line o:f ~ancy and staple goods, clothing, 

and gents' furnishing goods. They likewise keep ©il 

cloths and carpets. Interior merchants will fi:n.d it 

to their advantage to give them a call. n (See Appendix 3) 

J©ee:ph and Sigmund Sohu.le:Ln wer0 both born in 

Germany. Indust:ri ous, thrifty, cl ear-headed business 

men. they made a name for them::.1elves and. honored the 

name Jew in Sioux City. ]0th of these men were later 

instrumental in the :founding not only of the Cemetery 

Aesooiation but likewise in the formation of the Reform 

synagogue. 

Charles a.:nd .Meyer Wise should likewise be mentioned 

here. They were engaged in the meat paoldng industry 
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and clothing business respectively. They were also 

early settlers in Sioux: Ci·ty and are mentioned in 

·the newspaper i terns as far back as 1869. 

The ]1eldenheimer' s, Isaac and Jacob, were in 

the clothing business after the Wise Stmre sold nut 

to them. Coming from Beloit, Wisconsin, they settled 

in Sioux City about 1871 and were irrnnediately taken 

into the sei called upper strata of Jewish Society 

which in those days was composed mostly of German 

Jews. (s.c. Ti. d March 31, 1871) 

rt is likewise interesting to read an item in 

1874 to wit three Jewish fii•ms submit bills to the 

June ser:.::sion of the Board of Sup(?rvisors of W0oclbury 

County, Iowa: "Under schedule of bills at the June 

Session of the Board of Supervisors of Woodlmry 

County, Iowa, M. Wise and. brother, Clothing for 

Paupers ~~61.25; N. Hattenbach a.na. Co. Mdse. for 

J?aupers $33.81; and. J. Sohu.lein and Bro. Mdse. for 

Prisoners $71.33. (s.c. Ti. w Sat. June 13, 1874) 

Two :families of which we shall hear mere about 

later deserved to be mentioned here. They are the 

Pappa family, ooni3i sting of Julius and Melida anrl 

their two sons, and the Davidson Brothers, Ben, Dave 

I, 



and Abe. 

Juli us l?a.ppe was a prominent member not only 

e.f Jewish society but of non-Jewish sooiet;>r as well. 

The exact date of his arrival to Sioux City seems to 

be veiled in somewhat 0f a mystery 'but it is sa±'e to 

say that he arrived s0mewhare in th,e vicinity of 1887 

which coincided with the big real estate boem, the 

cause of Which found ma.ny Jews engaged in the buying 

ef ~property. He served for many years in the capacity 

ef President of the Schoel ]©ard in Sioux Cit~· and at 

one point, when he threatened to resign, public pressure 

forced him back into o:E:fice. One of his spe aches de­

livered at a graduation is still extant and it would 

be well to quote it here: 

"Ladies and Gentlemen and Graduates of ·the Oonunercia.1 

Department of the Sioux City High School: As the re­

presentative 0:f the board of education of this district 

the pleasant du·ty of pres en ting you with your dipl0mas 

a.evolves upon me. 

"I congratulate you most heartily on the quality of 

work which you have done during the past year. By ·the 

generosity of the taxpayers of this district you have 

enjoyed ·advantages which are rarely enjoyed by students 

of public schooJ.s. By it you are enabled to pursue a 

distinctly commercial course, to give your whole time 
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ta this purpose Without being compelled to fellow 

the whole h1gh school 00urse, with a few weeks 

perhaps o:f bookkeeping li:Uld commercial arithmetic. 

Your training for the laet y~ar has been aleng 

practical lines and I am assured by your teachers 

tha.t you have taken advantage of every opportunity 

and made the most 0f it. Once more I congratulate 

you and wish for you all every success in your chosen 

work. '' (SO J June 5, 1896) 

Of the Davidson family, the oldest brother, Ben, 

was the pioneer. Mr. Davidson came to Sioux City in 

1884, imme)(liately upon his arrival i.n this country. 

His first mercantile enterprises wer<~ very small, but 

soon increased in magnitude. He was soon joined by 

his brothers, Dave and Abe, who associated themselves 

With him in the store which is now called Davidscm 

Bros. Co. From humble 'beg:lnningei this establishment 

grew until it became one of the largest retail stores 

in Iowa, certainly the greatest in the broad territory 

which is tJ:ibutory to Sioux City. Including recent 

additions, the store consists of 200,000 square feet 

of floor s:pace and does an annual business in seven 

figures or more. Mr. Ben Davidson, as president of 

the firm, was one of the leading business men, a 

position which his building enterprises certainly 
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strengthened. Like m(])st Jews in such a situati©n, 

Mr. Davidson was public spirited and generous, aiding 

every type of philanthropy and a str(Dng supporter of 

the congregation which was. formed after his arrival. 

Mr. Ben Davidson also took a prominent part in 

public affairs and his Wise courage was much sought 

after. Re was an enthusiastic Reform Jaw whcse heart 

was in the liberal movemen·t, and nothing was too mu.oh 

f©r him to do. 

Both Mr. Dave Davidson and Mr • .Abe Davidson will 

be referred to in the course o·f this thesis, for they 

t0© were faithful servants not only tG the community 

as a whole but to the Mt. Sinai Congregation. 

When Mr. Ben Davidson came to town, his main 

enterprise was ~oedd.ling. Gathering enough cash in 

1884, he opened the nBankru:pt Store", as it was called 

in its early beginnings. Pro·beoted by four :frail walls, 

sheltered by a roof covering one hundred. and eighty-four 

square feet, with a handful of merchandise, together 

with an inexham3tible stock of' vim and hustle_ the 

business grew year by year. Because of expansion and 

a gradual elevation o:f the standards of oonu11od.ities 

handled, a crowded oondi t:i. on was experienced. in the 
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store quarters. Careful fostering of the business 

in the beginning by the unaEisistecl hands 0f Ben and 

Dave Davidson, brought the pleasure of employ·ing a 

force of fifty-three sales people who daily received 

the representative families of Sioux City and territory 

extending a hru1d.red miles in every direction. (SD J 

Sunday, April 21, 1895) (See App end ix 6) 

By various methods the Davidson Brothers obtained 

customers for their wares. One suoh method is recorded 

for us in the local newspaper. "This morning between 

the ~ours of 9 and 10 o'olook the seals on the locks 

of the boxes containing $200 in gold at Davidson Bros'. 

store will be broken and everybody with keys will then 

have an opportux1i ty to try to unlock any and. all the 

boxes. The gold is distributed in seven bmxes, aa 

follows: Box 1, $100; box 2, $40; box 3, $20; boxes 

4, 5, 6, 7, ~~10 ea.oh. Up to noon every person holding 

one or more of the Brownie coupons Which have been 

printed in the Journal will be permitted :to guese 

once for each coupon held on the :number of keys which 

Will be tried on the box containing $100 before it 

is unlooked, and the person making the nearest guess 

Will be given a hand.some Brownie rug. ''(SC J .Monday, 

December 31, 1894) 

:1 
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Hattenbaoh and Magee, grocers, likewise deserve 

a short word as well as Hattenbach Bros. Jewelers. 

Taking first things first, Hattenbach and. Magee, 

grocers can proudly trace their existence back to 

an early date. The oommencemEmt o:f the abcive business 

house dates back to 1668, when l~. & L. Rattenback 

e0nducted a cigar store at 205 Pearl' Street. It was 

a little frame building 15 x 20. 

In 1874 they started. into the grocery business 

in a fro©m 25 x 60, at 305 Pearl Street. While in 

1878, D • .A. Magee bought the interest 0f N. Hattenbach, 

and the firm name was styled Hattenbach a.nd l\lfagee, 

which name remained :f0r many years. In 1879, they 

erected the brick block known as 307 Pearl, The 

growth 0f the business was in keeping wi t.h the growth 

of Sioux City. They enjoyed a generous patr0nage, 

and one very pleasant feature was that many of their 

patrons were those of many years standing, which was 

an endorsement as envied as it was merited b;y the 

proprietors. (SO J Sunday, April 21, 1895) 

In 1896, because of slow collections of bills 

long over due and inability to renew their oredi t 

with wholesale firms, the Hattenbach and Magee firm 

was forced. into banlcruptoy. (See Appendix 4, 5 & 7) 
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O:f all the rising you.ng business men in Sioux 

City there were possibly none who were deserving of 

more appreciation and success than Hattenbt::i.ch Broe. 

Jewelers. D.avid and Mitchell were born and brought 

u:p in Sioux Ci t:.Y, and were thorough Sioux City men 

in every respect. They started in the jewelery 

business in 1887 at 410 Fourth Street without a 

dollar, a.s you might say ( &£.), and the splendid 

business which came to them came as a direct retum 

to their untiring energy, strict attention to business 

and a deternii.nati on to success (~jJ~). 1l1he liberal 

patronage and .A ... 1 credit which they enjoyed was of 

the character which one most appreciates, because 

it was e elf-made. Some C}hanges were mad..e in the 

business, "btrt they always were in the line of pro­

gression ( .§!2). (SO J Sunclay April 21, 1895)· 

Their manufacturing department was greatly 

enlarged and the Hattenbach galvanic ring which they 

manufactured proved a great success. Orders oame from 

all parts of the United States.. Their stock of d.iamond.s 

WEtS unsurpassed and they were undoubtedly selling more 

stones than any other house in the northwest. Their 

jewelry stock was full and complete and they f'el t 

better prepared than ever to meet the wants of' their 

---T 
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trade. (SO J Sunday, April 21, 1895) Shortly after 

1895, the business was dissolved in favor of a speo­

ulation movement in mining which sprang up in Dead.­

wood., Sciuth Dakota. 

In 1894, the Jewish peddlers in t@wn seem t@ 

have had e. dif:fi cult time. A Mr. N •. Brown, a self­

appoint ed city marshal was seeing to it that no one 

peddled. without a license. He seems to have 'been 

instigated to per.form this task 'by a certain Mr. 

J?eca.u.t. Brown was a peddler himself, with a license 

paid., and he disliked te enter into competition with 

unlicensed. peddlers. So at different times he would 

cause the arrest 0f oerta.in unlicensed peddlers. One 

time he swore out Warran ts for two Jewish peddlers, 

Aaron Geffner and a Sam Cohen. 

The city it seems had had a disheartening ex­

perience with the Cohens. There were an unknown 

number of unlicensed ped.dlers in town who were believed 

tm be engaging in business illegally. When Cohen, the 

story goes, was asked for his license it was always 

at his house and when produced was all right. 11he 

.ef'fioers were not personally acquainted With all the 

Cohens, but more than one of them showed _2£! license, 

and when one of them showed the necessary oerti:Etcate, 

the authorities we re powerless to do anything. The 
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newspaper comment on this affair was: "These peddlers 

are about the cutest fellows the oi ty has to deal with." 

(SC J Wed. Aug. 1, 1894) 

Another incident rec0rded is that of A • .Krueger 

of the pawnbroking firm of Krueger Bros. wh0 was arrested 

by the city marshal ana. charged with running a pawnshop 

without a license. He was fined $16 for breaking the 

law or five days in jail by Judge MoMaster in.the police 

court. The city marshal compla.ined that he had been 

asking Krueger Bros. to pay their license ever since 

he had been in office. One time they would say they 

had no money with which to pay for a license, which 

cost $100 a year. .At another time they said he could 

not make them pay for a license and dared him to try it. 

In his own defense, Krueger said he was not running a 

pawnshop and had told the city marshal so more than 

ence. But records were produced. and testimony taken 

showing he did run a pawnshop, therefore, the court 

fine. (SC J :!P:d. JUly 3, 189()) 

On~ of the most fascinating cases ever taken to 

court in Sioux Oi ty was in conneotion With the Haddock 

Murder Case in 18B7. Reverend Haddock was a preacher 

in town and. had on many cwoaes.iona preached again9t 

saloons and drinking. It seems that hie ta.lks were 



beginning tei inflmmce the town-folk of Sioux City 

and the saloon businesses seemed to have suffered 

thereby. Reverend. Haddock had been threatened. many 

times to halt his oampaignt but warnings failed and 

violence was resorted to in his case. He was shot 

down in cold bloed. The actual slayer was not at 

the time known but oourt proceedings were instituted 

and it seems as if some Jews were involved. 

The following is direct court record as re­

corded in the Sioux City Journal of Thu.rsday, April 21t 

l8S7, in whi oh the attorney I1ynn makes a direct attack 

upon the Jews. "Yesterday was another day of argument 

in the Hadclock Murder Case, both morning and. afternown 

sessions of the oourt being occupied by add.resses of 

counsel. The defE-inse had the forenoon, the state the 

afternoon. S. F. r.,ynn, of counsel :fo :r ·the defense, 

who 'begun his ad.dress on the :previous day, continued 

on the reconvening of court in the morning. In the 

afternoon State' a attorney 1\!Ia:t'Sh began his argument 

to the Jury. .Although unwell by reason of a severe 

attack of sick headache, Mr. Marsh speke with vigor 

which gave no suggestiveness whatever of illnees. 

The oou.rt adjourned a half hoi1r earlier than usual 

in t~e evening -- at 4:30 o'clock. 

".Mr. Marsh's argument will probably occupy all 

of the forenoon today, and then Judge Pendleton will 
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begin the last address in behalf 0f the defense. 

"Yesterday there was a larger attendance in the 

courtroom than on any previous day sine e the arguments 

of counsel began. At the opening of court, the audience 

was cornpara ti ve ly small, but it steadily increased all 

forenoon. In the afternoon the courtroom once rnor e 

was crowded, anl it reimined so till cour·t adjourned 

in the evening, very few leaving their seats during 

the course of Mr. 1'/farsh' s argument. 

"Mr. Lynn, of counci 1 for the defense, continued. 

his address, whioh was interrupted by the adjourmnent 

on the previous evening. He bespoke· the patience of 
I 

the jury, in view of the importance of the case both 

to the state am. to fue defendant. He claimed there 

was a combination -- a clique in the community and the 

array of the press -- which was bent on the conviction 

of the defendant, wi tho'Ut regard to the evidenoe. He 

did n0t care what the press might say, 'but hanging 

first and trying afterwards will not be the rule, in 

this case. There will be no frontier injustice, but 

the justice which twelve fair-minded jurors shall mete 

out. 

"Mr. JJynn returned. to Van Ingham, whose testimony 

he was considering at the adjournment the night before. 
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Van Ingham. asserted that at the time he heard two shots 

fired, and some ory out, "Oh! dear. " Yet all the other 

Witnesses swear positively that ·there was but one shot 

fired. ~rhe old man of the one eye and many contradict­

ory stories was ready to swear to anything that would 

help piece out the case against Arensdorf, and his tes­

timony was not worth a rush. 

"JVfr. J.iynn then considered the evidence of Minnie 

ICoschuiski, and. he said the very· manner of her examina­

tion and of her answers leave doubt as to. he:i: accuracy, 

even if in any event she testified only to an isolated 

fact which may or may not be orim.inating. She has an 

interest in the case. '.l'hose arom1d her have an interest. 

She has been care.fully trained by the state and by her 

guardians. Why was not the mother produced on the wit­

ness stand to testify to the fact, or to corroborate 

the child.. The little girl is flatly contradicted by 

John Arensdorf. She is a.ls o contradicted. by :Paul I1eader. 

It wa.s the mother who was met at Omaha and ·taken to the 

governor -- not the 11 ttle girl. Why shoul(l she be with­

he ld from the witness stand, unless because her evidence 

would not be in ha:rrnony with the pretenses of ·the state. 

And so a little child is taken in hand. and moulded to 

the necessities of the case, and carefully schooled in 

the story to be told. Can such a story be taken as 

important in a case involvl.ng life its elf? 
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ttMr. !Jynn then considered the testimony of' 1.trs. 

Iieavitt. He did not like to attack a woman, and. he 

would 'be far from it if the record did not warrant 

and compel it. But this woman was swearing against 

the life of the defendant, and her character as a 

woman, as shown by the record, was a material fact. 

Mrs. JJeavi tt is contradicted by at least twelve wit-

nesses. By· some of these, incleed., she was contra.-

dieted. as to isolated. facts, such as the color of 

J,eavitt's pants, but. these facts are important. 

Mrs. Lea.vi tt on the witness stand af ;t'eots the manner 

of a lady, which she tries to do with all ·the art 

of an actress. The woman 1 s life, whether as wi:fe 

or :mistress, has been one of infamy. She could. not 

remember the day or the year or the place of her 

marriage, and it is on the evid.enoe of this abandoned 

woman that it is so ugh t to convict John Arensa.orf 

(though not guilty and not convicted). It is Mrs. 

Leavitt's evidence by which it is sought to show that 

John Ar~Jnsdorf on the public s t:ree t gloated over his 

crime and boasted how he had d.ecei ved the coroners 

jury. r11his woman was an actress, it is true, bu.t 

no·b even a reputable actress -- an actress whose car-

eer has been passed. in a variety· theater, in the 

company of' harlots and. vagabonds. Ancl her true 



character appears in a little incident on the witness 

stand, when with her native 'brazeness she quickly res­

ponded to Argo: "Yes, I drank beer with you, Mr. Argo, 

in my husband's va:rie ty theater. n 

"And this is the s.b andoned woman who playing the 

lady· on t hEJ witness stand, said on the fatal night, 

when informed of the murder of Dr. Iiaddook: "Good, I'M 

glad the s-n of a b- .. -h is killed! 11 This is the woman 

upon whom the state relies to fasten enormous guilt 

on John Arensdorf. She is called the brains of the 

prosecution, and. I admit her cunning snd ability, an.a. 

I think th at she carried the brains of the com'binati on 

which brought about the murder. rvlr. Lynn went at length 

·into the evidence to establish his claim that .Mrs. 

Lea.vi tt was utterly abandoned, utterly despicable, u.t­

terly incredible, and exactly the kind of woman to 

spur her husband on to the desperate crime of murder. 

''Mr. Lynn then paid his respects to Herman I1evi, 

alias H. :L. J;eavi tt, from whom as the shining stm o.f 

this prosecution the of'ficers o:f the state drive their 

light. Re argued that I1eavitt was perjm•ed on his own 

testimony, and his story is utterly inconsistent and 

contradicted by the oaths of dozens of witnesses. He 

chargea. that the evidence in this case overwhelmingly 

establish es that :tie a vi t t himself is the man guilty of 
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the murder. He claimed. that if J~eavi tt was on trial 

in this case, instead of John Arensdorf', the very 

evidence now before the jury would not leave a reason­

able doubt of the guilt of Lea.vi tt. Mr. Lynn argued 

elaborately the evidence from this standpoint, show1ng 

Iieavitt's interest, his motive, his character, his 

threats, his ad.mi t ted prominence in the preliminary 

conspiracy, and finally his part on the fata.1 night, 

and. his murderous ao t, in shoo ting Haddock, as de­

tailed by Juhl, Schmidt, Leader, Hart and other eye 

witnesses. 

"Mr. Lynn grew in sonorousness as he denounced 

the use of executive clemenc;y for the purpose of 

bringing down on the defendant men who on their own 

showing are perjured vi llians and drur1ken loafers. 

He sai a. it was a d.isgraae to the great sts, te of Iowa 

to have thus reprod.ucea. the infamies of the Doges of. 

Venice. Talce the who le mass of evidence of the state, 

the whole array of its witnesses, and. it impelled. 

Mr. Lynn to repeat Shakespeare's lines, describing 

the witch's broth, in Macbeth: 

nEye of newt, anel toe of frog, 
Wool of bat, and. ·tongue of dog, 
.Ad.der' s fork, and blind-worm's sting, 
IJizard.' s leg, and. owlet 1 e wing, 
JJi ver of 'blaspheming ~' ( empha.s is author) 
Gall o:f goat, and. slips of yew, 
In the Caldron boil and bake." 

·t:" 

i,., 
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The whole fa·bricated story of Leavitt and Bisma.rok, 

the basis and the su'bstance of the state's case, falls 

of its own :rottenness, an<1 is utterly incredible. It 

is incredible even if the defense had. not introduced. 

a single witness to refute it. 

"If the jury shall have a reasona·ble doubt, either 

from a defect in the evidence of ·the state or by reason 

o:f the facts shown in the- evidence for the defense, 

then there can be no conviction. There's 'both a defect 

in the case of the state and strength in the case o:f 

the de:Eensa. 

nrt may be contended that beca1:ise Leavitt is a 

Jew, the crime of murder is one which he would not be 

guilty of. The history of crime is filled with instances 

of murders committed by Jews. The early his to:r.y of the 

Jews is stained with blood.y crimes, and from the day 

the Jews howled in Pilate 1 s court and f ram the day ·they 

murdered thr.e innocent Jesusi, the race has figured :pro­

minently as murderers. (I!lohoes of the Ritual Murder 

Accusations) And if the theory of' the state itself 

in this case is true, then Simonson, the Jew, as well 

as IJeavi tt, the Jew is guilty of Murder." 

So much for the case of the Hadclook Mura.er Case. 



26. 

Arensdorf was not convicted nor was Leavitt guilty 

of such a horrible crime. However, repercus:sions as 

to the statements mad.e against the Jews were to be 

heard. One such le tt;er is p rin tea. in the Sioux City 

J·ourna.1 Weekly on May 5, 1887 entitled: "Lynn and. the 

Jews --- One of the race in reply to the allegations 

of Lawyer Iiynn in the Arensdorf Trial. n 

"Huron, J).'1'., April 23, 1887 -- ':f.'o the editor of 

the Journal; Being a constant reoo.er of your paper, and 

having taken unusual interest in the late Haddock mur­

der and trial of Arensdorf, my particular attention 

has been clrawn to the speech of S.JP. l1ynn, reported 

in your esteemed pap er of the 14th inst., and will you 

pe:r.mi t me, one of your Jewish readers in Dakota, to 

make a few remarks in ;your paper in regard. thereto. 

"After lVIr. Lynn's appeal to the jury, letting 

th om know th.at he was a son of the Emerald is le and his 

regret because of the attitude of :mngla.na. toward that 

depressed nation, I was more thsn sur11rised. at his own 

attitude am. attack, uncalled for and. unoonunented u1)on 

latE'r on by any opposing oounse l. The inconsistency 

of the man demands ancl calls for my :reply to him. I 

have delayed same, daily looking for a reply to his 

utterances from more a'ble hands and· minds, until now 

I offer you these lines. 
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nMr. J~ynn refers repeatedly ·to the witness :Lea.v~tt 

being a Jew, ancl among other things he(Mr. L;ynn) said: 

'The history of crime is filled with instances of murder 

committed by Jews. 'l'he early history of the Jews is 

stained with bloody crimes, and., from the day the Jews 

how1ed in Pilate's cou.rt, and from the day they murdered 

the innocent Jesus, the race has figured prominently 

as murderers. ' 

"Now, Mr. Edi tor, allOVi me to ask, is Mr. Lynn 

justified in thus appe a.ling to anti-Jewish prejudices 

which, alas, still are nourished b~r too many Christians 

even in our nineteenth century, even in the enlightened 

United States of' America? Is Mr. Lynn justified in 

perverting histo:r·y? Is Mr. I1ynn justified in su;ppress­

ingi tru.t h an<l suggesting f als ehoo d? 

"I d.o not 'blame Mr. Lynn for trying to mlili:e a 

rcrno rd. I do not blame him for endeavoring to win his 

side of any case, bu.t I do blame him f'o r usi:q.g an in­

nocent race as a stepping-stone to foist him into an 

untrue :t:ios:ttion. 

"Not of or for that man I.ea.vi tt do I speak. Him 

I a"o not know.· Hirn have I nevc?r seen and until lately 

did I never know that such a person exists. But I 

speak in behalf of a whole race so foully s J.anderecl by 

a lawy·er in your o i ty. 
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nr.I111e history of crime, Mr. ]jynn says is filled 

with ins:tances o:f. mur~ers oommittea. by Jews •. Is this 

so? Then bring forth your evidence, Mr. IJynn, or else 

y·ou will have to stand. it if people call you hence­

forth a nhollow phrasemonger", if not something worse. 

n'.rhe hifrtory· of crime is filled with instances of 

murders committed. by Jews, ina.eed! Let the sentence 

be corrected, let it be said that the history of crime 

1 s filled with tens of thoutmnds of instances of murd.ers 

c011unitted. by Gentiles on defenseless innocent Jews. 

What did I say·? nTens of th ou.sand.s? 11 .N·ay, hundreds of 

thousands. }.Jvery student of h1story will corroborate 

this statement, and. will say that it is perfectly co r-

re ct. Who numbers the Jewish martyrs of Spain, :n1rance, 

England, H.u1.:1sia, Germany and elt:i ewhe re? 

11 '.Vhe early· history of the Jews, " thus Nir. Lynn 

continues, ''is stained with 'blood.y or:i.mes." This is a 

perversi·on. Even in the times when the Jews as an in-

d.ependent nation dwelled in their own lana,s, the crime 

of murder was comparatively· a very rare one, and the 

recora. of such murders are few and far between. But 

suppose that 2, 000 yea.1'S ago a number of nmrders should 

have been o ommi t ted 'by Jews in :Palestine, would. it be 

right to charge .Ar.nerioan Jews in our present time with 

murderous proclivities? 

' ( 
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0 1tl/hat would Mr. Lynn say to such a. wonderful 

logician and his tori an who would argue and assert that 

all Americans now-a-days are 'beli.evers in wi tchoraft 

and fanatical persecutors of innocent old women because 

yes, beoa1:i.se -- a few :persons 1n Salem, Mass., condemn-

ed and burned some "wi toh es" some 200 years ago'? And 

such a logician Mr. IJynn must be. 

".Mr. JJynn concludes: "]1rom the day when the J·ews 

hovv1ed in Pilate 1 s court and :from the day they murdered 

the innoc e:nt Jesus, the race has figured :prominently 

a.s murderers." 

"As to the Jews being the murderers of Jesus, we 

leave this to the impartial and thorough historiographer. 

The fact is that even most pious and yet just Christ-

ian writers on ecclesiastical history discharge the Jews 

altogether from that accusation. ]1urtherrnore,. even the 

very beginners of history lmow ·that at the time of Jesus 

the Jews had no right oi:' jurisdiction. and. that the 

Homan courts and authorities had. then all judicial power 

among and. over the Jewish people. 

11 But let this be as it may, at any rate nearly 

1, 900 years have :passed since then, and. only the wool­

dyed fanatics ostlf.ll connect the Jews o:f the nineteenth 

or~ntury with the crime committed in Jerusalem in the 

year 33 A.D. 
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nr.rhe race bas f1gured prominently as murderers. n 

11.1he statistics of crime give another an.ewer, and m.unbers 

do not lie. All the, judgEH3 in courts and all the 

officers in :penitentiaries in Am(::irica, in :murope, in 

Asia, everywhere, Will bear witness that a Jewish mur­

d.arer is an exceedingly rare phenomena. 

nrf in a country the proportion of Jewish to non-

Jewish inhabitants :i.s as one to a hundred, and conse-

quently it might be expected. that among 100 murders at 

least one Jew might be found., the criminal statistics 

:prove that nevertheless hardly one Jew is fo1md in a 

thousand murders. 

nBut why should I continue? I only regret, and 

regret it deeply, that "b;y- such ways ana. means as have 

been applied by Mr. Lynn the unholy fire of fanaticism 

and/prejudice and race hatred is still :maintained. Suoh 

doings are unworthy of a ma.n and a true Christian. I 

am, dear sir, yours respectfully. 

Ike Rubel. 11 

I,ynn was in haste to reply to the above letter. 

The ne~wepaper carried his letter under the title 

"IJynn's Defense""He rises to an explanation -- a 

footnote in behalf of the Reporters." The letter is 

elate a. April 28, 1887. 

------ . ., '. 
'' 
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nTo the "Hebrew Chihtrenn: Inasmuch as I have 

been charged with showing raee prejudice in my remarks 

to the jury in the late Hadd.oolc murder trial, I take 

this opportunity to say to the Jews· in Sioux City and 

elsewhere that no man has less race prejud.ice than I 

have. I would also gently suggest to mp. Huron friend 

that the sou.re e from whence he obtains his information 

is not infallible. In :fact, the language which he 

quotes is not my language at all, but that of the re-

porter. 

"I here af':firm what I said of witness Leavitt, and 

say that the language was s:pe oi ally adapted to him and 

his character, as shown by the avid.once. I might say, 

however, that what I said. a bout his race was s:pe cially 

directed. to htm and none other. 

"It has been intimated that the opposing counsel 

in the case would argue that Jews never corrnnitted the 

crime of murder, and the substance of what I said with 

reference to that was that the Jews, like every other 

race, have had anc1 have now their criminal o lass 

a class that would. cornmi t the crime of murder as well 

a.s 0 ther crimes. 1rhat they are as free, and possibly 

freer, from this class of' crimes or any other, I am 

willing to concecle, ana. that as law-abiding citizens 

they will compare favorably with other nationalities,· 
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and in many· cases even to the detriment of the latter, 

I am equally free to admit. That they have been great­

ly and most unjustly persecuted in the past, is a matter 

of history. As to whether they committed an offense 

more than 1800 years ago, I ;Leave to the consid.e ration 

of. some more learned am pious ina.i vid.ual than myself, 

but I will be candid. enough to say that the statute 

of limitation has long since run on the offense, if any 

there was committed by them. That the history of jur-

isprud.enoe shows that Jews -~ the criminltl oJ.ass of Jews 

-- have committed murders there can "be no question, but 

that they exceed or even equal the criminal clas~1 of 

other nationalities, in p1~oportion to the~ir· numbers, I 

wo-u.ld heei tate in affirming. 

"I say this much now, beca:as e in the he at of ar-

gument I ma.y have said some things which were unjust 

to and undeserved of this class of' citizens. Moreover, 

it seems my remarks were especially misconstru.ed and 

misinterpreted. as to the witness .J.M. Simonson, whom 

the evidence showed had nothing whatever to do with 

the killing of :Or. Ha.cldoek or the formation of a con­

spirao y. And now, Mr. Hur oni te, if' you have as little 

race prejudice as myself, here's the hand of a son of 

the :mmerald is le. Shake. s. J1'. Lynn. 11 
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The Sioux City Journal its elf was ind~gnant at 

Mr. Lynn's reply and under the above given letter is 

this statement made by the newspaper. "This is .Mr. 

IJynn 1 s defense of. his remarks in the Haddock murder 

trial against the criticisms of a Huron correspondent 

of THI~ JOURNJ~Ii. Mr. Lynn makes his chief averme of 

escape one much w0rn by the counsel for the defense 

in that celebrated case viz: the responsibility of 

the newspaper. He says the language concerning the 

Jews imparted to him was the reporter's and not his 

at all. But l\lfr. I,ynn saicl much more and. much worse 

"~· tha:n the reporter took d.own for, if the language was 

not his. it was an improvement on his. The JOURN.A.I1 

:reporter did not misrepreirrnnt .Mr. Iiynn, and he ought 

to be brave enough as a criminal lawyer to def end his 

own assertions and not sneak into an apology with 

:no other backbone th&in a slander of the reporter. Mr. 

I1ynn said. it. He may have said it with out :f.f3eli:n.g 

an ove1• pi·ejudice (sic). and only as an attorney re­

tained. in a case; but he sa.id it. The JOURllfAJ~ re­

'porter who was at the service of l\IIr. Lynn at that 

time is willing to be called. as a witness. If Mr. 

Lynn, lawyer, did not say what Mr. Lynn, man, and bro­

ther, meant, let him own up to it, or feet (sic). 

At any rate, if he lied about the J·ews, it is no reason 
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why he should lie about the reporters." 

Indeed tolerance to the Jew may be said to have 

been prevalent in Sioux City. Rev. Dr. M.W. Darling, 

a Christian prc:iaoher in tov«1, took as the text for 

his sermon, the Dreyfus Case. Quoting from the Sioux 

City Journal, Monday, June 12, 1899, as regard.s Dr. 

J)arling's sermon the news:pa.pelr said: "'file events of 

the past week in Eur ope an history :furnished Rev. Dr. 

M.W. Darling, pastor of the First Congregational 

Church, his theme for the evening. 

"It was "Oa:Pt• Dreyfus and the persecution of the 

J'ews. "· The. incident was ma(le the starting point for 

some wholesome lessons on race hatred, religious pre­

judice and. fanatical persecutions. Dr. Darling spoke 

in part as f olJ,ow~: The release of Capt. Drey·fus has 

been the event o;f the pa.st W(~ek., and an event of more 

·than national s igni:fi cane e. 1.rhe arre f3t and degra.da ti on 

of th'is man involves principles and. practices of almost 

world-wide application. r.I1he high flown military honor 

of France is dragged in the dirt. A great orirne has 

bt)en committed a.ga.inst a man becaui3e he is a. Jew. It 

has roused the indignity of the whole civilized world. 

The story· is well known. It points clearly to a base 

conspiracy', '>D·rey:f.us was charged. with selling secrets 

of the army 'ho. 1l~fa~ce' s blt ter enemy -- tried, condemned, 

degraded from his military uniform and marched past the 
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soldiers who were ~llowed to hoot and deride him as 

he said: "I am innocent, Long r~ive France! It is 

because I am a Jew." :&1 ive long years this sentence 

has rested on his head. 

"His release is due to two men ohie :fly, one the 

novelist, Zola, the other a military rna.n, Col. J?iq,uart. 

The fight which these men waged against the insane 

frenzy of the Frenoh people :for the victim makes them 

heroes o:f' the first order. 

"The· case indicates certain barbarous and wicked 

elements which sadly mar our boasted civilization, and 

tha.t, too, at a point where some have thought civiliza­

tion had reached its highest point. The root of the 

matter lies in race ancl religious hatred. It lies 

a.ls o in ha trec1 o:f cornme roial sue cess. It brings before 

us the :prejudice against the Jews marked through the 

Christian centuries 'b;y the most astounding cruelties. 

That insane :prejudice seems to have no better ground 

than this, that the Jews cru.oif'ied Christ. Yet Jesus 

was a Jew, and tho world has turned. to the worship of 

the Christ. Who is so unreasonable as to mete out 

persecution against the Jews, even in our day? Has 

the Christian world :forgotten that to the He.brews 

we owe a de·bt for Christianity i·tself'? Has it for­

gotten that the God of Abraham is sti 11 our God? 
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That to Abraham the world owes an everlasting debt 

for tpe most important thing in relig:ion, in true 

conception of God. one God, to be worshipped in 

spirit and t:r.uth, who calls all men to righteous­

ness through repentance'r 

"It ha:s 'be en the custom for years in J:Prance 

to collect all the vile stories about Jews and re·tai 1 

th em to the pub lio • The words that so me one has 

applied to Kansas may be more fitly applied to Paris. 

"They set out to raise hell, end they are now suffer­

ing from an overproduction." The Jews have suffered 

every· ind.ignity and oppression, and. it would be no 

more than natural if they have become clannish and 

hard 1.n their business a.ff.airs. Could we expect any 

race under the sun to have borne what they have, a:ni 

not show some effects? They have been fenced off. shut 

out of cities, t~lxed every time they turned around, 

pro hi bit ed to marry and. raise children, hunted. down, 

hung and quartered. r·t was with some plausibility 

that Benjamin Disraeli. of Jewish pa rent age, 'but him­

self a Christian, the prime min:Ls t er of England, once 

said: "A Jew is never seen on a scaffold, unless it be 

at an auto de fe. '' 

"There has heen a movement toward the complete 

emancipa:tion of the Jews in the ls.st century. But in 
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Franne, Austria, Russia ar:d in Germany·, to s orne extent, 

there have been v:Lolent reactions. There was a long 

struggle before Jews were allowed to sit as members in 

the British house of commons. But in 1868 a bill was 

passed allowing a Jew to take the oath omitting the 

words 11 on the true faith of a Ohr is tian .• " In this 

country, though pre judioe runs high, the Jews have 

never been, so far as I have be en able to ±'ind, 1eg-

is,la:ted against .. 

"Good results must inevit ab 1y flow from this great 

orirne. It wi 11 wake the world to the devi 1 try that con­

ceals itself in the sanctimonious garbs of so-called 

religious zeal. r·t will put forward progress of the 

world in true Christian tolerance. The cause has had 

its martyr and its lesson must go far axil wide." 

(SOJ Monday. June 12, 1899} 
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CHAPTER II 

During the years 1869-84, as we have seen, 

several families settled in Sioux Oity, the popula­

tion being estimated in 1877 to be 4B Jews. (A .. J.Y.B .. 

1914-15, l?.364) Mos:t of them were success±'u.l in 

their undertakings. Religious institu:tions were riot 

yet found.ad at this time but th'e :founda:tions were 

in the process of 'being laid. The first meeting 

held und.er the aus:piof'JS of the msijority of ·the Sioux 

City Jews took place on June 27, 1884, when the 

Mount S:LJ;J.ai Cemetery Association was called into 

existence. You will recall that we spoke of the 

Jewish Cemetery Association in the previous chapter 

which was founded in 1869. Those who took an active 

interest in forming the new organization weref D.A. 

Magee, Sig Schulein, Charles Wise, J.M. Cohen, J • 

.I!1eldenheimer, s. Greenwald, H. Heyman and M. Wise. 

At this first meetLng, Joseph Schulein was chosen 

president and. :o.A .. .Magee, secretary, while Sigmund 

Schulein and Char.les Wise were appoin·ted to secure 

suitable ground for a cemetery. On the 5th day of 

August following the association was incorporated 

and, as they had pu·rchased. a tract of ground adjoining 



the Floyd Cemetery, the city council, on the above 

date, passed an ord.i.nance giving the right to the 

Mount Sinai Cemeter;v Association to pass over and 

use in common the main avenue in that cemetery. 

(For the articles of Incorporation, see A~pendix 10) 

Between October 29th, and November 2nd., of that 

year the bodies in t.he old cemetery were disinterred 

and laid to rest in newly dug graves upon the new one 

al though at that ti me, as it was yet before tltri.e Pit ts-· 

burgh Conference, disinterment was not practiced even 

among the radical wing of American Jewry. r·t is we 11 

known of course, that the orthodox la:w permits it only 

in cases where to leave the dead in their original 

sep11lchres would mean a desecration to them, otherwise 

the dead are not to be disturbed.. So we see that the 

ground. work of Heform constructed by the Sioux City 

Jewry commences very early. (See Glazer) 

~r.he Jewish population in Sioux. City· organized 

very ciuickly. The majority· of Jews being of Gerrnan­

Jewish extraction, it was a simple matter for them 

to see eye to eye in most problems~ 1\IIany times 'bet­

ween the years of 1884 and 1898 meetings were held 

to disouss the possibility of forming an organization 

for the building of a Terqple for the religious needs 

of the community. However, these efforts were thwarted. 
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because of the few numbers of Jews living in Sioux 

City at the time. When one of the Jews would pass 

away and no rabbi was available for a burial serviae 

two laymen would assume voluntarily the task of the 

rabbi. These men deserve men ti on. sino e they were 

the founders of the Mt. Sinai Congregation which was 

later to be formed uncler their aegis~ These men were 

Mr. Sigmund Schulein and Mr. Julius l?appe. 

It is, however, known that the early Reformers 

in Sioux City were well acquainted with the dates of 

the major holidays such as Hosh Hasho.rmah and. Yorn 

Kippur as evidenced :from variouH announcements made 

:Ln the Sioux City newspapers. Efforts were later 

made as sha 11 be shown later that student ... ra:bbis 

were called to serve the Sioux City Reform Jews for 

the holid.ays. 

In 1883, one Dave Wartensleben, who stu.d.ied ·to 

become a rabbi. in Gerrnany performecl the Passover 

oeremonie s at the re side nee of Charles Wise. (SO Ti w 

April 28, 1.883) This sa.me individual also took pa~t 

in one of thia first ·burials to be recorded by the 

newspap,er i.l'l 1883. The Sio1lX City Journal Weekly, 

Men~ch 29, 1883 records: "The remains of J~. Birshstein, 

who committed su.icid.e in Yankton (S. Dakota) on Sat­

urd.ay were brought to this city- Monday and buxied in 
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the Jewish cemetery. The body of' the deceased was 

inclosea. in a. coffin and. box which were not opened. 

Mrs. Hirshstain and Miss Hi:r.shstain, the. widowed 

wife and bereaved daughter, and Messrs. Harry Katz 

and Wm. Blatt accompani.ed the remains :from Yankton. 

They were met at the train by f'riends with carriages, 

and the) funeral cortege proceeded. directly to ·the 

eemetery, being joined on the way by )~. Daribaum of 

Fremont, Mrs. Rirshstein's brother. 'l'he ceremonies 

at the cemetery were simple. The little company of 

mourning relatives and friends, numbering not more 

than twenty, gathered. around the last resting place. 

David Wart ensle'ben of this cl ty, in the ab senoe of' 

a. rabbi, read a prayer :from the Hebrew Kadish, and 

the rema. ins were lowered into the grave. C~he mourn­

ers from Yankton returned on the afternoon train. 

"It is pretty generally oonoeded that the :rash 

deed which ena.ea. Mr. Hirshstein' s li:f.e was prompted 

by a depression of mind which was caused. by business 

affai:rs. He was in a low condition of health also, 

and. became morbid over his troubles. The Yankton 

press of the 24th contained the following deta.i ls of' 

the sad. affair:·'lv'J:r. Hi:i:•shstein carne home day before 

y®sterday :er om a trip in the country in poor heal th 

and was obliged to take to his bed. His sleeping 
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apartment was in the upper story· of his residence, 

corner of ;Douglas Avenue and I!1ifth Street. ':Phe 

mem·bers of' his family were all in the lowe·r rooms. 

A. B. :Dunlap, who lives near by, hOO. his at ten ti on 

attracted by smoke, issuing from the window o:f Mr. 

Hirshstein's room. He proceeded to' investigate 

the oau.s e and. found Mr. Hirsh~tein lying dead in 

bed and the bed. clothes on fire. The flsmes were 

extinguished and an examination revealed the fact 

that Mr. Hirshstein bad shot himself twice (sic) 

with a bulldog revolver, the we~.3.pon being found. 

in the bed beside the bloody corpse. The first 

(sic) shot penetrated his body just below ·the 

hear·t, which penetrated. his heart and probably 

ki 11 ed him ins tan t ~y ( sic ) • It ia supp o sea. that 

V\ihen Mr. Hirshstein fired the fatal shots he held 

the revolver under the bed quilts. This muf:f:'led 

·the sound. and prevented any of his family from 

hearing the explosions. At the same time the bed­

ding was fired and much of it was burned before the 

condition of af:fairs was discovered. The body was 

also scorched in places. 

"No cause is assigned for the rash act, except 

that it might have been temporary aborratio:n of mind. 

The deceased has been acting strangely for a month 

past. '" 
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This account was the first of its kind recorded 

and hence was played up to a great extent by the 

newspapers. 

The next move toward the preservation of Judaism 

came, naturally, from the women. On Octo·ber 22, 1884, 

four lad.ie s met to form the J"ewish Ladies' Aid Society 

(at first called the Hebrew Iiadies' Aid Society). 

lWesdames J .H. Cohen, J. Marks, Charles Wise, ar:d Meyer 

Wise were the charter members. The Aid Society, as 

is customary in such organizations, bad. the dou'ble 

purpose of religion and charity. For many years it 

was the only Jewish religious 'body in Sioux Oi ty, con­

ducting a Sab'bath school and reading literature :per-

ta.ining to Jews and. Jud.ai sm. In later times it co -

operated. with the men in organizing religious services 

a:uri:ng the high holia .. ays. When the aoti ve work of 

Mt. Sinai Congregation be ga.n, however, the ]~a.di es' 

Aid. Society restricted its work to that o:t· a cht~ri-

table nature. It had a room in the Samaritan Hospital, 

beds in the Boys' and Girls' Home, a.rd cooperated in 

noteworthy fashion with the United He"b:r:ew Oha:r.itiest 

which was the charitable organization of the orthodo:K 

men o:f which we shall later spea:k. The Jewish r~adies' 

.Aid Society took part in every worthy charitable un­

dertr.tking in the city, without regard to secular 

lines, bnt pa.i.d. spe cia.l heed to the oalls of the i:r. 



suffering coreligionists. (lvlo:r.e will be satd about 

this group a little later) 

A fact which is very little known was tbat Mrs. 

Melida J?app e, wife of Juli us Pappe, was the fir st 

presid.ent of the Jewish J,aciies 1 Aid Society. Mrs. 

J.M. Oohen was president of the above mentioned. or­

ganization for twenty-one years, from 1887 to 1908, 

when she move~d to Kansas Cit;w·. Mrs. Cohen was a fer­

vent worker-in the ca.use of Judaism, as well as an 

active club woman generally. £;1Ix·s. Cohen's successor 

as president was Mrs. Joseph Levinge r, who carried 

on the good wo:r.k :for three years with rema.rk:able 

success. Under J:iirs. Levinger' s leadership the Aid 

Society cele.brated its twenty-fifth anniversa.ry, the 

greatest moment of i·ts career. Mrs. J.M. Cohen and. 

Mrs. Meyer Wise of Chicago, both cha rt er members snd 

ex-:presid.ents of the Aio. Societyt added to the cele­

bration by their presence. Over a hundred gues·te 

participated in commemorating the early activity and. 

the spl~~ndid. growth of the cause of Judaism. in Sioux 

City. J'ennette Cohen Galinsky· then followed as presi­

dent of the Jewish :Ciadies' Aid Society and. continued 

with equal measure the good. work and. the success which 

werE? the ace ompltshment s o:f her p redeces so rs. (See 

Appendix 9) 
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~~he Tia.dies' .A:uxiliary, whioh comprised the same 

members a.s thE3 J;ac.Hes' Aid Soctiety, fulfillea. a dif-

ferent capacity. 2.1he Auxiliary had the d.ouble work 

of' raising funds to aid. the Temple in varioua ways, 

Emd. of cultivating the social life of the oongregati on. 

The vek-1try rooms of 1VIt. Sinai Temple, f'i.llea., in their 

smaller way, the same function as the splendid. social 

o:a.nte r of the gr eater Sinai in Chi oago, the latter s 

name be i:ng t~:Jr en as the name of the;) new oongreg."a, ti on 

. in Sioux City 'because of the great influence which 

Dr. I~mil G. Hirsch played in th a former' s found.ing. 

Purim 'balls and. public sea.era were regular insti tu.ti ons, 

While occasional dances, musicales, and similar en-

tertainmen ts oontri'buted. to bring all the members o.f 

the congregation clorsely togethe:rr., an<i to make them 

all !eel that the Temple was their communal home. 

Sincere, persistent efforts on the part of the Ijadies' 

.Auxiliary a.dministered most ei:'fec·ci ve 1y ·chis double 

task. 

It is recorded, in a newspaper clipping, that the 

Hebrqw J..iadies' .Aid Sooiety of Siou:x: City took charge 

of the interment of the remains of one Jul:lus Blum, 

a, man killed in a Thi rd St re et joint (sic). The fact 

that he was a He.brew and. not having any relatives in 

the country· enlisted their sympa.thtes Md they dfrnided 

r 

r.: 



46. 

to see that he should not be bu.t'ied ·by th,e county. 

They solioitea. the assistance of a David From:r;ieter 

in rnaklng arrangements for the f'une ral. ( SCJ d 

December 17, 1893) It is also recorded that this 

society made a donation of $25 to the SaJl.fl1aritan 

Hospi·tal. (SCJ March 10th, lf395) For money raising 

affairs the Hebrew Ladies' Aid. Society gave successful 

a.rrl enjoyable lawn parties at the homes of various 

menibers. (SCJ Fri. Aug. 16, 1895) It was likewise 

a.t their impetus that the first rabbi from the Hebrew 

Union College was engaged for the High Holidey·s in 

1895. The name oi~ the stud.ant was not gtven. (SOJ 

Thurs. Sept. 5, 18915) In l\fovembe r of the same year, 

:Preparing themselves for the found.ing of a Temple 

the La.dies' Aid Sooie ty held a successful fair at 

the Mondamin Club 13uilding. "The proceeds of' the 

fair are for the benefit oi:' the Temple fund. The 

women of this. society are very enthusiastic, and when 

enough money is earned they intend building a temple. 

Twenty women are members of the society, and. they 

worked. hard.. to make the fa.ir ·the unqa.alifie d success 

it was. r.irrs. J.M. Oohen is president of the society, 

and to her untiring efforts is due the success of the 

fair. Mrs. A. Heller is secretary and .Mrs. S .. A. Adel-

sheim, treasure.r. 

' i 
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11 The second floor of the club building was util­

ized :fo:r:· the sale of fano;y work. All afternoon the 

booths containing fancy needle work, candy and fruit 

were li'berally patronized. The a:rticles on sale were 

the result. of h.a.rd work by members of' tht:-1 saoiet;v, 

who a.ona te d them to the cause. '.rhe women interested 

in this work rne·t with great encouragement from the 

public, who purchased liberally tmd. netted. the society· 

a neat sum. 

".B1 rom 5: 30 to 8: 30 the women served· a delicious 

dinner of scalloped oysters, cold turkey, cold. veal, 

cran·berry sauce and othe.r good things. Nearly 350 

persons partook of the di rme r, which only cost 25 cent.s, 

am as many remarked, was easily worth a clo1lar. 

"Mrs. J.M. Cohen said to a reporter that the women 

o.f the Hebrew Ladies' Aid Society felt more than grati­

fied at thEl liberal patronage they had met wi·th, and. wished 

to thank. all who attended their fair. 11 (SOJWed.. Nov. 

2?' 189 5) 

It is likewise to be noted that thts society 

work~~d together with the Unity Oi:i:•oJ.e of the lrirst 

Uni·tarian Church and. the Uni.versa.list lad.ies. The 

influence of the Unitarian Church was Q::reat before {;:> 

the founding of the Mt. Sinai Temple. 
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Interesting indeed would 'be a typical meeting 

of this society which the Siov.x City Journal record.s 

for us. 111V.Irs. Ii. Hattenbach, of 1301 Piere'? Street, 

kindly· offered the use of' her beautiful home ·to the 

Lad.ies' Hebrew Aid Society for the purpose of dis1Josing 

of useful and fancy art ioles, the proceeds to be don­

ated to the Sarnari tan and St. Joseph's ho s:pi ta.ls. As 

the ladies of this organization are untiring in their 

efforts, it was a success both socially arid. :financially. 

The musical programme was especially of interest ar1d. was 

a most pleasing feature of the evening. Little 

Flossie Levy captivated the audience by a rendj_ ti on of 

a lullaby entitled "Wee Baby. n Among others that so 

generously lent their aid. were Mrs. D.A. Magee, Myette 

Abrams, ~Mr. A. I.. Fri bourg, Oliver G. Magee. Hid.den 

b;y draperies and. sore ens the mys ter :Les of the :future 

were revealed and thanks. are due to Miss Jeanette 

Reade. J)elicions re:Ereshments were served and an en­

jo;~rable 'time was had by all those present. u ( SOJ Feb. 

21, 1897) 

As was started above the ~B1irst Unitarian Church of 

Sionx City· b.ad a. pro found i:nf'l uenoe on most of the 

early members of lVft. Sinai Congregation. This church 

was founded in 1895 and through the generousity of Mr. 

Sigmund Sohulein and other Jews a new ohureh was facili­

tated.. From 1892 through 1895 the name of Sigmund 

I. 
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Schulein was reco:rded in the bqoks of the church 

as being on the boa.rd. of Trustees. Seve raJ.. rec options 

were held. in this church for the Hebrew I,ad.i es' Aid. 

Society and. through the efforts of Miss Saffo rd., woman 

minister of the congregation, :Or. r~eo ll1 ranklin and Dr. 

Rosenau were speakers either in the. church itself or 

before the Unity Circle, the women's group. Such 

an influence was exerted by this church that instead 

of calling a rabbi from a near-by town, the Unitarian 

minlster often per:formed marriages and. burials for 

the liberal Jewish cor.o.mu.ni·ty. The na.rr1es of the early 

of Mt. Sinai Temple are als o :recorded in the Parish 

IJis ·t either as en:rolle d rnembe rs or contributing 

members. These names being: (*before the name in­

di ciat es that the name is enrolled on the church 

books. The nF..1,me without a star indicates merely a 

contributing member) 

Cohen, *Mr. J. IVI. and. Mrs. Bella 
]Jiiss Sybil Cohen 
Ruth Cohen 

Hattenbach, Ivir. Ijud.wig a.ncl Mrs. Enlffi'& L. 

Ha tten.bach, *Mr. David and Mrs. Luella :13. 
Florence Ha:tt enbach 

Pappe, Mr. Julioo and. *Mrs. Melida 
Theo do re-~ Papp e 
Henry :Pappe 

Sohulein, .Mr. Joseph and Mrs. :Emma 

Schu.lein, Mr. Sigmund and Mrs. Rachel 

The Cash Bo olc a.ls o rec or d.s the na.mes of :s. 
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Davidson, Sigmund Schulein, Joseph Schulei:n, J .M:. 

Cohen and Julius :Pappe, all contributing members. 

The minute books of the Unity Circle, an intellec­

tual and cultural group records the names e>f rns..ny 

women who belonged. to the He.brew Ladies' Aicl Society. 

(The two organizaticms had nothing in common with each 

other. The latter was purely a Jewish organization 

while the former took in any outsider) The only 

woman to remain within the confines of the Unitarian 

Church even after the founding of the TemplG was 

Mrs. Melia.a J?appe who was a woman o:f high calibre. 

All of the other women withdrew :from Unity Circle 

immediately before or a:fte r the Temple wa.s founded 

in 1898. 

A general meeting of ·the J'ewish :people of Sioux 

City· was held at the rooms of the Scientific Associa.­

tion in the Iiibrary building :for the :p'Urposi::; of' con-

fer ring with .Rabbi Korn, o:f New Orleans, in regard 

to the establishment of the congregation and. building 

of a temple. :&1 or a.n houx· or more the thirty :persons 

assembled discussed the wa-ys and means of. securing 

the money necess.!'.t.ry. 1I1he discussion did not result 

in any action being taken. The matter was to be 

canvassed still fur·ther, ancl an.other me et:Lng was to 

be called .• Rabbi Korn was sent to Sioux: City at 
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the req_u es·t of Rabbi' Leo Franklin then of Omaha. ( SQ,J 

Tues., Jan. 25, 1898) 

. The year 1898 marks the virtual :founding; of the 

Temple so badly needed by the Reform Jews o:e Sioux 

City. The actual corner-stone laying did not, however, 

take place unti 1 June 6, l'ilOl with Rabbi Leiser address­

ing the audience. (American Israelite Vol.47, no.49, :P.#) 

O:n Se-ptember 17, 1898, the Sioux. City Jou.rr.ial 

carried the following item: "Wherever the sun yester­

day drooped below the horizon it marked the dawnt:ng 

of the ne-w year, according to the Jewish calendar --

the solemn days of J"uflaism the Fi :rat of Tii;ihri. 

Hebrews all over the world will celebrate the event, 

conclucli.ng with the Tenth of '.rishri or Septeiube r 26. 

In Sioux City celebratl on services have 'been announoed. 

for two places -- the Unita.rian Church and Odd Fellows' 

Hall Fourth Street. 

"At Unity Chu.rah last evening David Alexander, a 

student of the He'brew Union College Cincinnati, con­

d.ucted the s. ervic es, celebrating Ho sh Ilasha.nnah, the 

Jewish New Year. He emphasized the three cardinal 

doctrines of ,Judaism -- the existence of God, a ·being 

that is King of the Universe; di vine juBt:Lce anift. re­

velation. It was a simple responsive service given 

according to a ritual and concludirJg with a brief 
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discourse. 11 J!1ollowil'1g this annomwemerrt was the time 

and place of the orthodox servides which we shall have 

occasion to discuss later. r·t is interesting to note 

that Adjt. General Corbin issued orders that all Jews 

in the arnw shall be given furloughs so tha.t they may 

go home and participate in the oeleb:rati one. 

By November 9th of the same year the B.eform Jews 

announced that they would. build a synagogue at the 

s outhc-3ast corner of Nebraska street. The property 

having been :purchased by I.G. ~L1ra:uerman, .Meye:r Wise 

and S. Schulein, who acted as a committee for the 

organization. (SOJ :Nov.9, 1898) Interesting 'but 

yet very strange was the item which appeared but 26l 

day·s later: "Mount Sinai Congregation, the recently 

organized religious sooi ety o:f Sioux Oi ty Jews has 

star·ted the '€-Jnd.l<:iHrn cha.in' of letters asking a 

dime· :f:'rom ea.oh writer, the receipts to be turned 

into the fund which wi 11 be us ed. :t'or 'buildJ.ng a 

synagogue at Fourteenth and. NE-lbraska streets. Each 

person who receives a letter is expected to contri­

bute 10 oen:bs and ask two friend.s to do the same. 

Each of these friend.s in turn asks contributions 

from two more, ana. so on with out limit." ( SOJ Tues. 

N'OV. 29, 1898) 

On November 18, 1898, the Articles of Incorpora-
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tion of ·the Mount Sinai Congregation were filed with 

the city recorder. (See Appendix 10) The Board of 

Trustees met in the o:ffice C?f Signtund Sohulein and 

a committee of five was appointed to make arrangements 

for dra.w:tng up :plans for the building, work on whi oh 

wt.is sup.Posed to commence in the summer of 1899. The 

new building was to have a seating ca:paci ty of about 

300 and would cost $5, 000. The structure was the first 

of' its ktnd in the city. The actual organization 

took place on November 11, 1898. The officers were 

Sigmund Soht1lein, president; Dr. M.E. Silver, secre­

tary, and Julius Pa:ppe, '.Preasure:ir. (SCJ' :B1r1. J'une 9, 

1899; A .. J.Y.B. 1899-1900, P.138) Eighty· members 

are reco:rded. as belonging to this congregation yet 

in its infancy. The property upon which the new 

1.rernple was to be built was purchasecl from Mr. Henry 

A. Baker and wife for $1200. (Deed recorded v. 7'7, 

P. 212) 

189~ :found the newly formed. congregation hold.ing 

services with a regular rabbi. Dr. Max lVIos es, of New 

York, preached f'or the holidays. He was the regular 

ra bbl for the Gates of J?rayer temple in New York. 

The Sioux City Journal, Tue sd.ay, September 5, 1899 

record.s: "On account o:e the intense heat o:f ·the evening 

not very many attended the serviceB held by the Sinai 



64. 

Jewish Congregation last night in Unity Ohurch. .At 

su.ndown yes.terday was commenced the celebratio:O. o:f 

the Rosh Hoshanah, or the Hebrew New Year. The sub-

jeot of the sermon delivered by Hev. Dr. Max Moses, 

of New York, who has s:pent thirty years of hi$ life 

in religious work, was 'The Book of Life. ' In con­

ne o ti on with Dr. Moses' reading from the prayer book 

in bot,h Hebrew and English, the choir furnished mus:lc 

a.pp ropr ia te for the ooca.si on. The regular church 

g_uartet·te rendered several selections anrl a solo was 

sung by Mrs. w.~·. Jrord. Af'ter the close of the service, 

which in Hebrew chronology marks the beginntng of the 

year 5660, there was a gEme ral exchange of New Year's 

greetings among believers in the faith. 

mrhe sermon of' Dr. Moses, which was very· brief, 

was full of earnest exho:rtati ons f'or his hearers to 

let the next year be the~ crowni.ng· one in their lives 

for good deeds. 'May we meet a. ;year hence in the house 

of God', said Dr. 1VIos es. 'May each and every one o:f 

you be inscribed. in the book: containing the names o:f 

the :pros:perous, in experiencing a life of peace and 

happin(H'!S. It is indeed rermrka.ble' he continued, 

'that all Israel is today possessed w:Lth like feeling 

and thoughts toward God.' 

"Dr. Mos es oommen ted. on the imp or tan:t re la ti one 

the heart of man 'bears to 1 i b 
1 s eing • 'By good conduct 

I. 
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a:nd right living,' he said, 'you can make it such as 

to find grace in the sight of God s.nd man. I1et us 

look back to 'the past, which will no doubt recall 

many inoi dents of misfortune and pain. 1~et us look 

upon the future a.na. strive to be good Israelites, 

not only in thought and resolution but by action. 

r,at the next year be one of knowledge and· under stand-

ing. 'n 

"This morning at 10 o'clock a.t Unity Churoht J)r. 

Moses wi 11 speak on 'The Or ad.le and thee Grave. ' He 

expects to remain in the city two weeks, during which 

time he wi 11 assist in the work of the loo.al organiza­

tion of the Hebrew church. n 

"The second service in celebration of the Hebrew 

New Year was held at Unity church ;>resterd.ay morning 

at 10 o'clock. Rev. Dr. Max Moses, of liew York again 

delivered a sermon, the subject being 'The Cradle and 

the G·rave.' His remarks were brief, but interesting. 

The attendance at the service was not large. Music 

was again rendered by the Unity ohur oh oh oir and. Dr. 

Moses read passages both in Hebrew and I~nglish .from 

the prayer book. 

"All is vanity, nothing is perfect; one generation 

comes, another goes, n said Dr. Moses, "but the earth 

remains ±'or ever. r~i f'e is one vae t ·transit ion. The 

'' 
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world is a moving panorama. There is a constant un­

ending procession from the cradle to the grave. In 

vain we try to keep our beloved. ones w.i th us; in vain 

we labor to strengthen the feeble, to hold those who 

are going. They rtmst submi.t to the ine:x:ora"ble law of 

their existence. . We are ever changing; going from 

infancy to childhood, to youth, to manhood. to old 

age; from one form of existence to another. 

"No individual is groat enough to affect perman­

ently his surroundings, city or country, by his in­

dividuality. Palaces crumble in the dust. All sel:f-

i sh interests fade from the memory of man. Only truth, 

love, justice, remain. We look back over the past 

year upon the many silent processions of the dead, 

going to the everlasting home; many choice flowers in 

the garden o:t' life. 1.rhe day when our hearts feel de­

void, when our homes seem decayed and empty, when oui~ 

souls cry out in rebellion against ·the seemingly cruel 

fate, when we be gin to f'eel that all is lost, then 

comes a whlsper of comfort; only the mortal part is 

gone; the better, the nobler part, the spirit of God 

in them remains. It lives, it inspires, it speaks 

to us, it gives us comfort, hope, good cheer.n (SOJ 

Wed. Sept. 6, 1899) 

After the High Holidays were over and the .Tews 
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of .Mount Sinai congregation settled down to their 

normal pursuits they immediately began to think o:e 

the fu.tu:ce of their small congregation. A rabbi 

became the topic for many· a disouss:lon. In Novem­

ber of 1899, Habbi Gru:1. tav H. Hausmann, of' ~1 emple 

:mma.nuel Synagogue, Gra.ncl Rapids, Michigan, pai a. 

Siowc City a visit and preached a sermon in the 

c:tty council chamber on the topic nThe Burning 

Question of' All the Ages '1, his text being taken 

:from Isaiah: "Ye are my witnesses." 

"Is the re a God? The speaker said this was 

the burning question, and he deo 1.ared tha. t the con­

tinued existenc:e of the Jews, in spite of all that 

had. been done throughout the centuries to sweep them 

from the earth, is the great proof of the existence 

of' a God. The Jews are God's witnesses. He said. 

their existence in this day is a miracle which 

ohallenges the world's ad.rniration. Mighty nations 

have been a:nnihi lated and vast empires, destroyed, 

but the death dealing sword dir eo ted at the Jews 

has alway·s re·bound.ed blunted. Had Israel not been 

destined. by· Goel and had not the Jews a d~vine mission, 

nature herself' would have done the work: of' destruction. 

nRabbi Hausmann is one of' the we 11 known Jewish 

preachers of the mtdclle west. He has come to Sioux 
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City for the purpose of meeting the J·ewish people 

he re, and as a result of his visit he may be called 

to as Rabbi of the Mt. Sinai O.ongregation. He will 

speak at Unity Church tomorrow morning. He is 

staying at the home of :Ben Davia.son. 

"At the services of last evening most of the 

prominent Jewish families of the city were repre­

sented.." (SOJ Sat. November 4, 1899) 

1.rhough Rabbi Hausmann made a favora'ble impress­

ion on the Sioux City Jewish co.mm.unity yet four days 

later the news pap er carried, thei following not ice: 

"The members of Mt. Sinai congregation have elected 

the following officers for the coming year; S. Sahu-

lein, president; Charles Wise, vice president; Mrs. 

J.M. Cohen, secretary; Julius J?ap:pe, treasurer; 

I.G. Trauermann and lieyer Wise, trustees. '11he cong­

regation has not yet decided on a :pas tor for the 

church. They expect to listen to several rabbis 

before calling anyone to the pulpit of the church. 11 

(SOJ November 8, 1899) 

1rhe f'trst regulax· rabbi to be hired by Mt. Sinai 

Congregation was Rabbi :mi:linger. He came to the oon­

gr egation in December of. 1899 an.cl one of his first 

official acts as rabbi of the temple was in connection 

with the wedding of Weil-:D1rank. (SOJ Dec. 28, 1899) 
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Rabbi Emil Ellinger was the rabbi of Congrega­

tion Gernilas Hasod.irn in Alexandria, Louisiana. Bo:rn 

May 2, 1861, at Papa, Hungary, he was the son of Carl 

1Ulinger anc'.l Jliiarie Deutsch. He received hts Hebrew 

education at 1Uko1sburg, Moravia a.na. his secular edu­

cation a·t the Universlty of' Vienna. His rabbinical 

diploma was received. from Rabbi Jud.ah Ossart of Hun-

gary. Before coming to Sioux City, he hacl been a 

rabbi at Deveoser, Hungary and. in l'v1t. Vernon, Indiana. 

(A.J,Y.B. 5664 -~ 1903-04) 

Rabbi IUlinger remained with the oongrega ti on 

unti 1 1900, at which time he ceded his posit ion to 

Ha'bbi Joseph J.iei ser. Services, tba t is Rosh Jiasha.n:nah 

services, were held at the .Masonic Buil(iing as the 

new Temple was not yet constructed. 

Rabbi Joseph Leiser had 'be en rab'bi of Temple Bman­

uel in Rona.out, New York. Re was born in 1873 at 

Canand.aigua., New York a.nd was the son of F • .M. Leiser 

and Hannah s·targradt. JTiducated at Rochester, Mew 

York and. the Uni ve rsi ty of Chicago where he received 

his Bachelor of Arts degree, he lik.ewise reoei ved his 

rabbinical diploma from Rabbi Dr. :mmil G. Hirsch. 

Before coming to Sioux City to assume his rab'binioal 

duties he had served f'aithf'u11y the congregation in 

r,a:fayette, Indiana. He was both a member of the· 
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Summer Brook Colony and. of the .Arts and. Crafts League. 

His publications were niunerous includ.ing nBefor e the 

])awh"(poems); n111rom Genera.ti on to Generationn(Novel); 

and. short stories published in the American Israelite, 

Menorah, and Jewish Gazzette 11 He aJ.s o wrote many 

articles for the Reform Advocate. (A.J.Y.B. 5664 -

1903-04) 

Sunday, Septem"be r 1, 1901 was an auspicious oo­

casion for the Reform Jews oi~ Sioux City, Iowa. Afte:i:·. 

strenu.ous efforts for man;v years, the Jewish community 

finally grew large enough f~r greater results. The above 

date marked. a milestone in the development of the Jews 

of Sioux: City·. l!1irst came the Cemetery Association, then 

the Ladies' Aid Society. Both of these organizations 

had their gaze fixed on the future. Both planned for 

the congregation tha.t was to come. The work of this 

body was at first only to hold. services during the 

grea:t ho lid.a.ye which were begun in 1886. :E1inally, 

when the number of Jews had somewhat inc re as ed, and. 

when the original group hacl grown with the city in 

influence and we~:i,l th, the cangrega ti on made the first 

initial step of'. obtaining· a permanent rab.bi, who held 

services in a hall. '.Vhe next step was to build a 

temple. ~ehe task was diff:Lcu.lt; thirty-·two members, 

however devotec1, ca.nnot work miracles. Still the hoped 

for was a.ooomplished. Wit.h the assistance of the 
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r-adies' Aid Society and the hearty cooperation of every 

member, the work wa.s finally done. Everyone of the 

members of' tha. t time deserve men ti on in a roll of 

honor, for all were devoted to the new 11em:ple and the 

youthful congregation. Still, Messrs. Sigmund Schulein 

and Oha:r.le s Wise bore the special burden of' f'i.nanoial 

snd personal aid in founding a permanent placE1 of worship. 

The ded.ication o:f Mt. Sinai Jewish Congregation's 

synagogue took place at the new building, ]1ourteenth 

and. Nebraska streets, on Sunday, September 1, 1901. 

Servic.es were held at 10 A.M. and 3 P.M. and were 

participated. in by eminem t persons from ab road. 

'r:he morning service opened with an organ pre­

lude, after which Mrs. Mame Wall Magner sang a solo. 

The key of the synagogue was presented by Miss Tf:)resa 

j)avid.son to Sigmund Sohulein, president, who accepted 

it on behalf of the congrega.ti on. The ritual servio e 

f'ollowing was that contained. in the I~inhorn J?rayer 

Book. (It is interesting to note that Emil G. Hirsch 

was a son-in-1.aw to David Jninhorn and since !lab.bi 

Leiser was ordained. by Dr. Hirsch it explains the 

use of the Einhorn prayer book in spite of the fact 

that the Union :Prayerbook was already in existe:ooe) 

After a se le cti on l>y a quartette cons is ting of 0. H.oy 

Tyler, Fred B. Rose, Ernest p. Kepple and. Jay N. 
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Darling, an address was delivered by Dr. Joseph 

Leiser, rabbi of the congregation, followed by the 

dedicatory address by Dr. Emil G. Hirech of Chicago. 

The afternoon programme op enecl with an organ 

prelude and vocal music and was followed by a prayer. 

Mrs. Mame Wall Magner sang a eoloction, after which 

addresses were delivered by Rev. Mary A. Safford, Rev. 

J.D.o. Powers of the Unitarian denomiantion, and Rev. 

Dr. If. Newhall Wh:l.te 1 pastor of the .B1 irst Oong·rega-

tional church. '11h0 qua.rtett0 again sang, after which 

addresses were delivered by Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, Rabbi 

A. Simon of Omaha, and Rabbi E. Schreiber of Chicago. 

The services were concluded with a benediction. 

Describing tho Temple, the newspaper said: 

"'l1he structure which now .is ready for ded.icati.on is 

located at Fourteenth and Nebraska streets. It is a 

handsome frame structure ~39 by 62 feet on the ground, 

and h11s cost $5,000. Cl.1he main auditorium on the first 

floor is 36 by 39 feet in size and has a seating cap­

acity of ;300. There are the choir room and study in 

the rear. In the baBement is a school room 25 by 37 

feet in dime.nsi ons, with a large rostrum in front. 

There are also toilet rooms, kltchEm and heating 

room." (SOJ Sunday, September 1, 1901) 
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The newspaper go es on to give a brief and. concise 

hist or,y of the fo umling o :f the o ongrega ti on whi cr1 de­

serves great merit. Says tho Sioux City Journal: 

"Mt. Sinai congregation had its birth November 11, 

1898, at a little evening meeting of prominent Jews 

of Sioux City. Now, not throe years later, it is 

preparing to dedicate one of the handsomest little 

church buildings in the oi ty, and it has E)Stablished 

itself on a footing that means a long and successful 

career th:tougb, tho years of the future. 

"But this prosperous congrE:igation and its pr atty 

synagogue are not the growth of' merely the past three 

yea.rs. These are the fruits of twenty years or more 

of effort on the part o:E a fal thful few to bring the 

modern ,Jews of the city to gather· in a co.ngregat ion. 

Twenty yoars ago the sp i:r .Lt of orga.nizati on was 8 trong .. 

ly f'e lt by a few who beli f'JVed that even where only a 

handful of followers of the ancient faith dwelt to-

gather they should join for a preservation of their 

religion and a prornulga ti on of its tea.ch in3s. .Again 

aml a.gain this spir.Lt manifested itself in little 

meetings called to talk over the ma.tter of organ.izing 

at once, but'invariably these gatherings adjourned 

without accomplishing anything. 'We are too f0w in 

numbers,' the majority said, 'and we can.not build 
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a synagogue nor maintain a rabbi. Iret us wait a 

seie.son longer.' They did wa.it, not one season but 

many; yet those who believed that, there should be a 

oongregation kept strong in their fa·ith that there 

would. be one, and they carefully fanned the J.i ttle 

blaze o:f er.1.tb.usiasm until it became strong enough 

to fire tho hearts of' nearly all of the modern Jews 

of the city, and in November. 1898, the congregation 

was at last organized. 

nThen came another struggle -- the struggle to 

build. a synagogue. Those who had la.bored for years 

:fo:r. the congre,ga ti on were at once active in behalf 

of' a building :fund. ':r'hey met new discouragements, 

however. Every possible excuse was at first suggested 

against undertaklng to 'build -- the weakness of the 

congregation, the :financia.l burden o:f erecting a 

symi.gogue a.nd the impossibility of maintaining a 

rabbi. But 'what has be cm done can be do no again, ' 

and with this enc oura.gemen t the faithful workers 

dirl not lose hope. They labored persistent 1y unti 1 

last spring, when they convlnced enough members that 

a. synagogu.e might be built ana. maintained without 

proving a burden up on the purses of the membe x·s o:f 

the congregation. 

"In this struggle for a congregation and a syna-



65. 

gogue the Jewish worn.en o:f the city have furnished its 

heart and soul. The men .finally provided the money·, 

but the women for more than twenty years furnished. the 

enthusiasm in the caw e and kept it alive. 1l1he Jewish 

women of Sieux City organ:lzed the :first Jewish society 

here -- the Hebrew Ladies' Aid Soci~ty. This was per­

haps a score of years ago, but its organization has 

been maintained intact, and during all this time it 

kept alive the spirit of modern Judalllsm. By various 

means it raised funds ±'or tts treasury with which it 

conducted charitable work ancl provided for occasional 

swrvices in some ren·ted hall under the direction o:E 

some visiting rabbi. The services thus provid.ed by 

the women were the only services for modern J·ews that 

were held.. 

"During the twenty years past, it remained for the 

women chiefly to urge the building of' a, sy·nagogue. In 

their enthusiasm they thought their hus band.s could pro­

vide the needed. money years ago, but the men were of a 

different opinion, and their doubts abou·t the financial 

success of the ~project preve.iled. In 1898, howeveJr, 

men and. women alike were stimulated to the point of 

organization at last, and the meeting of i1rovembe r 11 

was called and. ended successfully. The work then in­

augurated was not dropped for a moment by the women, 

and to their energy, assisted. by a few of the men, 
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is due the compl0tion of the pretty structure that 

now stands at .E1ourteelh.th and Nebraska Streets. 

"Among the wome.n who began nearly twenty yea.rs 

ago to work for the orga.ni zati on of a congrega.tion, 

the following were p,articular}¥ enthusiastic: 1'v1rs. 

J.M. Cohen, Mrs. J. Schulein, Mrs. Sig. Schulein 

(now deceased), JVIrs. Meyer Wise, Mrs. Charles Wise, 

Mrs. Charles Eiseman anci .M:rs. J. Marks, now of 

Chic:ago. They were mem·bers of the original Hebrew 

Lad.ies' Aid Society, and their oonnecti on with it 

has been almost continuous. 

"At the time o:f the organization of the congre­

gation the following officers were elected: Sig 

Schulein, president; Dr. M.J~. Silver, secretary; 

J·ulius Pappe, treasurer. ~L1he officers of the cong­

regation now are: Sig. Schulein, president; Charles 

·wise, Vice-president; I. G. Trauerln'3..n, sec1:etary; 

Julius l?appe, treasurer. 

n About a year a.go lvtt. Sinai co ngrega ti on secured 

Dr. Joseph r.eiser as ra·bbi to take active cll:D.arge of 

its work, and he has continued his connection with 

the congregation si no e then most succes sf'ully. His 

Emergy and enthusiasm have been o:E much assistance 

in the 'buildJ.ng of the synagogue. 
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"In be lief, Mt. SHiai co:ngrega. ti on represents 

the most modern teachings of the J'ews. They axe 

quit,e di:f ferent :from the old orthodo::zy. '.L'he members 

'belong to the element that believes in the advanced 

views of such men as Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, who will 

:preach the dedicatory sermon. 1.rhe ancient ritual-

i sm is greatly modified in the services of the congre­

gation, and the sermons or lectures of the rabbi are 

thoroughly modern." 

It is to be noticed that when the congregaM.on 

was found.eel and the temple ftna..lly erected, services 

were held on Sund.ay ariCi the Ark and Torah was complete­

ly missing. r·t seems quite strange that such a sta:te 

should exist, yet we must remember tha:t lVIt. Sinai 

Temple belonged to the radical wing o:f Reform being 

greatly under the influence of 1Dmil G. Hirsch of 

Chicago. Inep~te of ~his radical tendency on the 

pa.rt of this reform congregation there could be 

found. no other community where J'ews e:ihibi ted more 

:proud.ness o:f their ancestry and which had more 

Jew.vi sh t:r.ai ts than the Reform Jews of Si ou:x. Oi t y·. 

The Sioux City· Journal dated September 1, 1~01 

carried digests oi~ the speeches and it would 'be very 

interesting to see what the men said at the ded:Loation 

of the first synagogue building in Sioux City. Said 
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the pH.per: nDr. Hirsch talked interestill(d,'ly yesterday 

of' the religion o:f the Jews, saying the membeFs o:f 

this race might ·be divided into f'our classes 

the orthodox: Jews, the oonserva.ti ve Jew, the :Reformed 

Jews and. the Zionists. :Or. Hirsch may· be consia.ered 

the leader o:f the Hef'ormed Jews in this country. '.l1he 

orthodox Jews, he e:x.plaine<lt are those who still cling 

to the rabbinical laws and the old cue toms of the 

race. '.P.hey hold their services on SatrLr.day, and are 

very strict in :rns.tters pertaining to creed.. The con-

servative Jews, the second class, are more like the 

Hef ormed Jews, who are called the radJ.ca.ls by many· 

who do not agree w:Lth their belief's and. their :r.e-

ligious practices. The Zionists are rns.de u:r of 

members of different classes, ~ma. have for their 

n3)r. Hir s oh sp o]:'.:e partioularly o:f the at ti tucle 

of the Reformed Jews. He said that in their theology 

they consider the matter of creeds of secondary im­

portance. They1 are coming more and more into fellow­

ship with the members of the Unitarian Church. n 

Another account of the d.edioation is given on 

Monday, September 2, 1901 'by the Sioux City Jou.rna 1.. 

I quote: "Mt. Sinai congregation of reformed, modern 

Jews .of Sioux City yesterday d .. edioate(l their handsome 
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new synagogue at Fourteenth and Nel)raska Streets, 

thereby consummating the struggles and pr aye rs and 

hop es of a period of more than twenty ye a rs f'o r a 

suita:ble temple of the worship of the universal God. 

"Never we re dedicatory services in Sioux Cit~y" 

more f'raught with interest and significance than 

those with which this new ten~ple f'or an ancient, 

time honored. religious faith was yesterday consecrated. 

To these new twentieth cEmtury timc:>s there came con-

st ant suggestions of those old.en dayei of .Abraham, 

Isaac and Jacob, z.md in all that was said and done 

there seemed to breathe a bit of the spirit of many 

generations ago upon the bank of the river Jordan. 

"Dr. Emil G. Hirsch, of Chicago, in his eloquent 

address of dedioati.on, pointed out the overpowering 

contrasts called up by the occasion, and as he dwelt 

upon them he exclaimed, noh, what a picrture for paint­

ers; what a theme for a Goel-kissed poet!" 

11The dedication was made memorable by the presence 

of a number o:f eminent eJews of the modern school, ohi·ef 

among them was l)r. Hirsch, who has done more perhaps 

than any other Jew of the present time to crystalize 

the movement. away from the old creeds and superstitions 

of' Jud.a.ism ard to bring it into a field of modern 
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activity and m:itd::'uJ.ness. His adclress in the morning 

was a masterpiece of language and eloquence and. it 

set f'orth in a. new light the meaning of mod.ern Jud-

aism, its ambitions and its hopes. 

"But even mo:r.e memorable was thc;i prominent at­

tend.anc e upon the services of Hev. Mary· A. Saff'ord 

and Hev. J.D.O. Powers, repres(Jntatives of the liberal 

Christian religious school of Unitarianism, and Rev. 

J):r. F1 • Newhall White, a representative of the ortho­

dox Christian school of co.ngregat:lonalism. .Miss 

Saf f'o ra. and Dr. Powers in their public addresses at 

the af te 1·noon services pointed out with ma.nifestati one 

of' :pleasure the similarity· be tween Unitarianism and. 

Jud.a.ism of the modern kind. 

"Dr. Hil~soh went so far in his afternoon address 

as to say that the similari·ty is, so great tha·t they 

might ·both be called Junteria:nism. l)r. White, of the 

First Oongregati onal church, d.id. not go to these 

lengths, but by his presence and by his words he gave 

indorserrwnt to the dedication of the new religious 

temple, and. he spoke in warmest tones of praise of the 

great religious priticiples given to the world, and 

to Christianity in particular, by the Jews. 

"The church is a handsome structure and. a fitting 

,. f 
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culmination of the long yeF1:rs of labor on the part 

of the reformed Jews of' Sioux City to build a syna­

gogue. The large aud.ience that filled it -- Jews 

and Gentiles -- approved the beauty of the structure 

and its decorations. It is compactly ·bu.i.lt ard its 

interior has been beautifully· harmonized in all its 

details of decoration.· The interior. woodwork is all 

in handsome oak, and the rostrum and. its furnishir.igs 

the pulpit a.na. the pulpit chairs are of like mater­

ial. Upon the sloping ceiling of the pulpit niche 

are fastened tables of stone engraved with the laws 

of Moses. On either side o:(:' the pulpit d.esk are 

tall candelabra, beautifully finished. 

nyesterday there we:re profuse decorations of 

flowers -- roses, carnations, palms and ferns. A 

soft, delicate light stream.eel in through handsome 

memorial winclows of stained glass. 

nrn th ems elves the dedicatory ceremonies we re 

simple -- almoe t completely shorn of that ri.tualism 

the worlcl rather expects in Jud.aism. .After a pretty, 

simple song, "Nearer M.y· God. to Thee", Theresa Davidson, 

dressed. in dal.n·ty white, came upon the platform 'bearing 

the builder's key o:f. the s;y-nagogue u:pon a silk cush­

ion. With a. few brief words, she presented. it to 

l?resi a.ant Sig Schulein, of the congregation, who in 

I! 
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turn accepted it with a promise that the congregation 

would. fulfill the responsibility it assumed in accept­

ing the temple. That was all, except for a simple 

ritual service in which the only sugges·tion o:f the 

ancient days of great temple ce:r;-emonials was an 

oooasional sentence of praise in the original Hebrew 

and. a response or two in Hebrew by the congregation. 

Otherwise the ceremonial was entirely in :runglish. 

"The morning dedicatory address of Dr. :mmil G. 

Hirsch was the feature of the day's exercises. It was 

rich in thought,, and embellished. with moat beau.tif'ul 

imagery of language. :Or. Hirsch spoke with pleasant 

informality without notes or m~mu.script. One arm 

he rested. upon the pulpit desk, and with the other 

he made an occasional gesture to emphasize some strong 

statement. When speaking some beautiful sentence, 

laden with ·the fragrance of a fully ripened intellect, 

his eyes closed dreamily. and his words and his manner 

fascinated his hearers. 

"Afte1' he had been presented by :Or. Joseph I1eiser, 

rabbi of Mt. Sinai congregation, who spoke briefJ.y· of 

the significance of the occasion. Dr. Hirsch dwelt 

first upon the meaning and contrasts of the dedication 

o:f the new temple. 
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nrs there an;y·one who can shut out a sense of the 

dramatic power of this event?" he asked. nnere we are, 

in a city by the rolling waters of the Sioux i~iver, 

which is hurrying on to join in closest wedlock the 

.Missouri and thus joined to push on resis tle s sly to 

the Mississippi an.d then on to the great wide ocean; 

here we are rejoicing that by these banks has risen a 

sanctuary that is d.ed.icated and. devoted. to a preachment 

that first found acoe9tance a:r.d was first articulated 

near the banks of'. the river Jordan in the far off' 

oriental Asia skirted by the ca:prici ous moods of the 

Med.iterranean.n 

"Asia-America! Not merely a difference of lo cal-

i ty, but a.ls o a great interval of time gives point ed. 

edge to the all over-powering contrasts of this occas­

ion. Here we are in this first year o:f the twentieth 

Christian century,. so called, abl© to control the 

mysteries of the lightnings strength; here we are 

wheeling and whirlil'lg away on the wings of' speed, it-

sel:f:'; here we are members of a giant generation, 

challenging the winds to combat and the skies to 

de:fea.t; here we a.re, buildi.ng a tem1)J.e in which 

shall be taken up the burd.en of a g:r.and, glorious 

song that was :first made to echo in far off eastern 

deserts and by the lips of shepherds steeped. in ig-

j i 
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. norance, and wea.k without the re sou.roes of wi;ialth and 

without power of scientific or tecljnical knowledge; 

here we hold as it were in our hands a new link in a 

chain, the first of whose ririglets was forged at least 

four mi.llermiums before the birth of the hour of the 

present. What a pi c tur e for a pa int er _ w ha t a song 

for a G·oa.-ki ssed poet! This is all a proof of the 

continuity of :religion and a pledge of still more 

work to be done, which skeptic will pause to deny 

and cynic halt to d.issolve by· the acid of his cheap 

scoffing." 

"This temple monuments three fundamental facts, 

three fund.amen tal truths anti-'bodie d and vocalized 

in that one verse of. Deuteronom:'.>r; 'Not wlth our 

fathers, but with us, the living, is this covenant 

made. ' 

"l. It demonstrates that even in this day re­

ligion is still needed ana. haim still a potential mission 

to perf.orm. 

"2. It demonstrates that religion passing· through 

the prism of human appreciation takes on hie:torioal 

colorings. :for this temple, while sacred to :i:·.eligion, 

is consecrated to the Jewish religion especially. 

"3. This Jewish religion is not a crystal nor a 
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pet:d.fied form; it is n<::»t a specimen of a geological 

period lying in the past, but it is a living force; 

it is a 11.ving plant; it is moderu.n 

"Upon th.eSE} three truths Dr. Hirsch based the 

'body o:f his add.ress. :mnlarging on the first he uxged 

that .religion is as essential to man today as it was 

in the days of old, and. with keen sarcasm and trenohent 

irony he attacked the attitude o:e ·those who hold that 

a religion is something for the weak, the ignorant 

and sl1perstitious and not a thing :for this mod.ern, 

scientific age. 

nTo the makers of creeds and endless re lig'ious 

doo·trines Dr. Hirsch attributed much of the c~;i.nse of 

the recent tendenoy to deride all religion. ~~heir 

presurnpt ions of lmow J.ed.ge and of God, the :Lr close 

at ·tention to catechisms and rituals and their emphasis 

of their many creeds 1oma. doctrines created disgust, 

skepticism and atheism, he said. But religion is 

essell'tial to man and his growth and. d.evelopment, h~i 

d.eclarea .• 

"As religion in its first n::anifestat:Lons was the 

fo:r.oe that bouncl man to man," he continued, "so today 

religion is the one power that can "bind men together 

under the law of res:ponsi bilt ty· and love, not to a 

r~· 
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life of competi ti(;)n am. warfare, so that the lowest 

shall have the fullest measure of' life and. the highest 

no more than is justly tr1eirs. This temple stands, 

as do all temples, wheth®r surmounted by cross or 

crescent, to mean that religion sti.ll lives and is 

still potent. Religion is today for us as much as 

it was for the fathers; it is not about death and. 

the life of the future, but ab out l:Lfe and f'or life." 

"In speaking upon the second of the truths Dr. 

Hirsoh set forth, he argued for a distinct Jewish 

church arJd f sd th. He d ec Jared that no worthy Hebr aw 

would argue :for au abandonrnen t of a name and a fa.i th 

that means so much an.cl are so fraught with historical 

significance. Judaism was the parent sourcc1 of most 

of the great living faiths of the pres0Jnt time; through 

all the changes in the great la.'b ora to icy o:f his to :ry 

Judaism hat:1 come forth still J"udaism, and it must keep 

its name and its distinctive features until processes 

of his to:r;v give it a new name. '.rhe i d.eal of religion, 

he said, is .not one shepherd and one flock, but rni.:my 
own 

sti:t:rs, circling each in its/orbit arouml a great 

central sum (sic) of truth and light. 

"Continuing, he analyzed J'rldaism, dispelling the 

popular be lie:f that it me al'Js extreme ritualism, which, 



he pointed out, is not Jewish in its origin nor an 

essential requirement of a Jew. .Neither is Jud.ai sm. 

dependent on the Sabbath of the decalogue, be cause 

this idea was ·borrowed. from the .Assyrians and for 

the further reason that physically there can be no 

universal seventh clay. Judaism, he declared, embodies 

all the great teachings of ethics a.r.1.d those alone con-

sti tu·te its essential elements to do good, to give 

strength to tbE) weak, to teach purity in life and pur-

pose and righteousness in deed and word -- these things 

constitute Judaism, and to teach these things the 

temple is dedicated .• 

nunder the third division of his address Dr. 

Hirsch pic·tured the mo<lern Jewish religion of life 

and activity. Christians are inclimJCl to say·, he 

declared, t.h~:i;t the Jews were once the ohos en people 

people ana. that they one e had a mission, but that in 

the course of' events they have lo st their place and 

that they should recognize this fact. ~L1he y say, he 

went on, that the Jew depe.nd.s for his binding ties 

on M.s ancient creeds and his birth as a Jew, but 

creeds and rituals are not essentials of modern 

Judaism, and birth is a me re aco ident. J"uda.i. sm is 

not a fixed quantity and no creed; what creecls ever 

attached to it were individual p:rod.uots and. are in 
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old books that were forgotten ages ago and never gen-

erally accepted. Creeds, faiths, rituals, are all 

wanderings from the straight path! Judaism is a 

movement toward righteousness through righteousness. 

It is life, not creed; it is conduct and character. 

Juda:Lsm tc7aches men to do justice, ·to love mercy and 

to walk with due humility in the sight of God.n 

"In thf:i afternoon the s~ynagogue was filled. with 

even more than in the morning. The programme of 

addresses was unusua.lly unique. Not only did prominent 

men of Judaism speak, but there were sympathetic ad-

dresses also by Rev. Mary .A. Safford, and Dr. J • .D.O. 

J?owers, of the Unitarian church, and Rev. Dr. F, J:J'ewhall 

White, pastor of the JJ'irst Congregational church. The 

afternoon meeting was largely of a congratulatory 

nature, in which Mt. Sinai congreg;ation was :eelicitated 

upon the successful crowning of years of' effort ar.i.d 

labor. But the re were significant and. interest:Lng 

utterances along other lines. 

nRev. Mary Safford was the first speaker of the 

afternoon. She was :presented by Rabbi Joeeph !Jeiiser 

as "]lfiss Safford, of Sioux City·, 0 to whicll she happily 

responded. that although her home was now in J)es Moines. 

she would have be rr1vass Safford of Sioux City. n She 

was :presented also as one who had. done mu.oh to .foster 
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and encourage the spirit of liberality in religious 

belief which had. culminated in the organization of 

Mt. Sinai congregation and. the building of the tem1,le. 

"Miss Safford expressed pleasure in her relations 

with the Jewish people of Sioux City and stated that 

she had. been broadened f)Y her associi:;i,tions with them. 

She declared that there is much in common between 

Judaism and Unitarianism and that God of the Hebrew is 

the Goel of the Unitarian. 

nMuoh along the same line was the address of Hev. 

J. D. O. Powers, who was happily j.ntroduoed. as 0 Dr. 

Powers of Sioux City",. Although he is not yet pastor 

of Unity church the allusion was .Pleasing ·to Dr. Powers 

and those members of Unity church who hea:i:U it. Flis 

address was well received. Dr. Powers dwelt particu­

larly upon the broad spirit of f'ellowship in God that 

marks Judaism and. Unitarianism. He spoke of the life 

he rea±'te r, whioh he said c oulcl be gained only th rough 

a unity of spirit; ma.n cannot act contrary· to the laws 

of nature, he said, nor the laws of either the God 

of the Jews or the Christian, without at the sam!l time 

acting o ontrary to the .fundamental principles of broad 

religious fellowship. 

"Much interest attended the words of Hev. Dr. :w. 

Newhall 'White, and they were listened to with every 
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care. He was presented as one whose religious beliefs 

were separated further from Judaism than Unitarianism, 

but who possessed a sympathy with freedom in the move­

ment for complete religious affiliations. 'l:he mai.n 

thought of' .Dr. White's talk was that Christians have 

received their ri ohest lega. cy from the J'ews - :from 

the Jews have.come the fundamental principles of their 

religion and their ideas of one universal living God. 

He pie tured the various gifts and that God gave a gif' t 

greater than all these others -- eternal life. 

"Habbi Simon, of Orr.aha, spoke at some length upon 

the history of the Jews, tracing their raligi on from 

j;ts very source to show that it anticipated all other 

religions V\1hos e ethical principles are similar. His 

address was learned and dis:played deep s tud.y of the 

histo:r:y o:f. Judaism from its very beginning. 

nwhen I?.abbi E. Schreiber, of Chicago, was presented 

he was introduced by Ha.bbi J;eiser as the father of 

many Jewish churches of the modern 'belief ana. one of 

the fathers of Mt. Sinai Chur•ch. :rhrougb. his efforts 

the Sioux Oity Jews were encouraged and. stimulated to 

organize a.nd to build. their temple. :'Dr. Schreiber 

spoke of ·the gratitude he felt in the accomplishment 

of the plane of twenty years, and spok:e as one a.ee.ply 

int01•ested in the future welfare of the congregation. 
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"The a:fternoon exercises were closed with a short 

address by Dr. Hirsoh, in which he dwelt upon some of 

the interesting things of Judaism. The God o:f the Jews, 

he said, is one God, and they were the first people to 

declare the unity of the deity.· The great teachers of 

ethics, he said, have come from among· the Jews, and 

of these Chris:t was only one. He c:om.pared Christ to 

the other rabbis, Moses and other great teachers, but 

he added that he was perhaps a. more perfect man, sof'ter 

hearted, more eloquent and mo re able to teach and make 

his teachings felt by the people. To him, he said., 

is certainly due the credit for the growth of the ethics 

of right living •. But the Jews' God is God in himseli' 

alone, and. Christ is no more the deity than any other 

man or any other part of the universe. He approached 

perfection clos.ely, however, aniill. in this became an 

example rather than an idol. 

"Dr. Hirsch asked for greater justice for the Jew. 

He declared tr:at the Jew is not an accumulator of money 

to the exclusion of other things; he complained that 

the Jew is misrepresent ed. in this respect and. his many 

good qualities too of'ten over-looked; he insisted that 

the character of a :f:'ew should not be attri·buted to the 

entire race. 

"The exercises of 'both morning and afternoon were 
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made pleasant by pretty music by Mrs. Mame Wall-Magner 

and. by a g_uartette consisting of Messrs. Ernest Kepple, 

Jay N. Darli.ng, Roy Tyler and JPred B. Rose." 

, While the CJ:'emple by its very existence showed. at 

once the energy of the Heform Jews of Sioux City, its 

constitution showed equally their liberalism. Mt. 

Sinai Congregation was at the same time one of the most 

radical and one o:f the most devoted congregations in 

the country. Its experi<-:i.r:i.ce nay prove of interest to 

other congregations, hesitant to ad opt a radical course 

through doubt of its success. The '.:f.1emple was and is 

unique in having no seat-holders, now or at any time. 

'.l1he mem'bers st~pported the congregation by· their annual 

a.ues, with occasional assistance on the part of' the 

J~ad.ies' Auxiliary. Membership in the congregation meant 

nothing except the opportunity to do one's share in a 

worthy cause. The Board. of '.J.1rustees control the Temple 

in all its 'buf:iiness undertakings. There t::~re thus no 

seating privileges whatever. The Temple was a.nd is 

open to all alike, Jew and non-Jew, without oha.rge 

and without any limiting of privileges. Even on the 

great holidays, in spite o:f' the large attendance of 

regular members, this rule is strict]¥ adhered to. 

JJibera1ism, which was so strong in the western 



'. 
-f 'i 

83. 

atmosphere, assumed. definite form among th.e Mount 

Sinai tes through the influence of Ra'bbi Emil G. 

Hirsch of Chicago. In this way the congregation 

had been distinguished from th~1 very beginning by 

Sunday services. 'J.1he men, who were contributing 

so heavily, both in money and in labor, for the 

Temple, felt that they should get the full benefit 

of its services upon tlH:)ir onl;y· :possible day of rest. 

Consistently with ·the rest of their H.eform program, 

they held their re ligi ous services on Sunday and later 

added a supplementary service on ]1riday evening. 

Whatever the effect o:f such innoyations in an older 

community might be, there is no doubt that here they 

have been completely successful. The Temple has been 

supported without the sale of seats, but have always 

had free seats as an in vi tat ion to non-members .to 

p~~rticipate. The congregation had successful Sunday 

services, with a gratifying attendance, espE:) cially 

on the part of thEi men. Mt. Sinai was always proud 

of the fact that they were the successful leaders, in 

its little sphere, a.rnong Reform congregations. 

Let us now retrace our steps a bit. Rabbi Joseph 

Leiser being for all intents and. pui·pos es the first 

rabbi of ·the newly formed co r.igrega ti on, we now turn to 

him. rt would· be e:x:tremely interesting in view of the 
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fact that the only records available are the newspapers, 

to see what were, some· of the sermons and types of ser-

mons that this man preached. to the congregation. 

One of the first reported sermons that Rabbl Leiser 

preached was on 11An Estimate of ~rolstoin. Said Rab.bi 

I1eiser, "Tolstoi is the most conspicuous figure in 

our modern world. Kj.ngs? czars, popes, generals, are 

over-shadowed by this monstrous (sic) personage. To 

some he is the greatest figure of the century. To 

others he is merely a fake • .Max Nora.au call.shim an 

inane degenerate. ~Villiam 1u. Curtis, the brilliant 

co:r.res:ponden:t of the Record-Herald, calls him a hum'bug, 

a poser. These conflicting estimates, are due to the very 

character of the ms.n. To the average thinker he is 

startlingly i:nccti.nsistent. As a novelist he condemns 

the novel, as a gi.ant he upholds weakness. 

"Tolst0i has obtained a world aud.ienc e by his v0ry 

unusual id.eas. When all mankind run mad over what is 

call~)d 1 progress', he returns to nature ...... another 

Rousseau. When every one adopts the latest inven-tion, 

he us es the pri mi ·ti ve too ls of the peasant. These 

startling renovat:Lons amuse and. stir th<lil world. 

"But what is the rr:an advocatin,_~'? To summarize, 

he ad.vacates a doctrine copied. in part from the sermon 

ll, 
I 
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on the mount. He believes in non-resistance, in peace 

rather than war, in passivity more than activity, in 

simple f'aith rathR than rational, logiGJal philosophy. 

Re has weighed. the world and. fo un.a. it wanting. It has 

not satisfied him with all its improvements, its pro­

gress. Things are not right and he has adopted a. 

method of his own. I am inclined to 'believe he :pre­

:t'ers death to life. In fact he, in one o:t' his stories, 

puts this doctrine of sc:ilf-annihilation into the mouth 

of one of his characters. 

"Suppose we die, says the man. Other animal spec­

iElS, such as the mammoth, once existed and a.re no long­

er extant. The universe wa uld continue were we removed 

from earth. In his '.Master and Mt1n' the master dies 

to exemplify his doctrine •. Death is the one solvent, 

the abnegation of life the one remedy of all soot al 

ills, of all. perplexities. 

"Our modern et hi cs inculcate a dlf feren t version 

of the world problem. Certainly Judaism has a better 

insight into the problem. Life is to be lived and we 

must overcome our dif:eiculties, not yield to them. Man 

on his own volition is privileged to choose between 

the good. or the evil. But God. is good and. his purposes 

are wrought, whether we accept them or reject them. 

But we are sent here to work with a divine plan and. that 
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plan leads to righteousness. We ought to live and. 

not die. For that rea.s on I am not so ready to accept 

the depressing teachings o.f Russia's greatest son.n 

(SCJ Mond.ay, October 14, 1901) 

On October 20th, 'Rabbi Leiser' s topic was "J.Ulili.aism 

in America: Ort hod ox or Reform•rn life exerpt is given 

by the newspaper. (SCJ October 20, 1901) Other such 

topics are: "The Sy·nagogue that is ·to "be" and "liuok" 

(SCJ October 27 and November 17, 1901) 

Interestirlc..~ likewise is the sermon which Rab'bi 

Leiser delivered on the occasion of the assassination 

of President McKinley. The following report is given 

·by the Sioux City Journal, SeptembE.n" 9, 1901: "Rabbi 

Leiser spoke of ·the tragedy in Buffalo at the mo:cning 

s e rvio e of Moim t Sinai co ngrega ti on yesterday. He said. 

in pa.rt: 'With something akin to horror we heard the 

news tha. t ou.r be loved pre;isid.ent was shot. In an instant 

the entire world was electrified. Wherever men find 

an habitation, in the frigid north or balmy south, in 

larger. concourses of :peoples, in London, Paris, Berlin, 

St. Petersburg, everywhere on this day their attention 

is direoted to Buffalo and with waiting ears harkening 

for the word of oomfor·t. On this day all pooples of 

the globe offer up one prayer in minis·ter, in vatican, 

in vespers, in synagogue, in mosque, north and sottth, 

.. ' ·~ 
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old and young, the nations and people of the globe bow 

their heads in prayer and beseech the rnos·t high to let 

one of his illustrious sons complete the appointed 

course of his life. 

'There is a fateful n:a jesty in the thougrrt, al though 

it stings us while it fills our :f'ancy --· great oalami ties 

unite men. Where are now the slurs aimed at by envious 

monarchs? Where a.re the s:ne ers and gi'bes of' a thrift­

less populace who, unable to keep pace with ou:i:· industry, 

turned their envy into shafts of ridicule? The com­

mercial supremacy· of the United States is a harmless 

sound. The decrees of die ts and ordin~moes of' parlia~ 

ments a.re empty mouthings. An entire world. leads its 

sympathy in this hour of affliction. The goodness of 

human it y pr eva.i la • One rra n at one s for humanity • One 

presid.ent 's martyrdom is the sacrifice paid. to redeem 

man from their selfishness and to teach again the eter­

nal lesson, tha·t man is brother unto fellow man the 

world ove :r. ' 

'Oi;ir consolation reasoned in this light, helps 

us to bea.r the grief. ~'he calamity is none the less 

with us. A cloud indeed hangs over us, the misfortunlil 

o:f. our af:flioti on. '.rhe least d.es ervir.ig of men is 

viotimized, am the blood stained dagger thrust at one 
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who never raised. his hand to wound or hurt another. 

Are we conscious o:f the fa.ct, that OllfJ man in the 

White House holds the destiny of 75,000,000 souls'? 

We trust one man with our political freedom. He is 

the symbol of our government. He is of us and for 

us, and what fate 'be falls him befalls the peoples. 

Not only our beloved and sagacious president has been 

mortally wounded. -- we, the people of the Unit.ed States, 

have been assailed by one to whon1 we gave the proud. 

epithet of citizen. We are betrayed, om· confidence 

be lied, our democracy de·bas®d.. We are likewise assass-

ina tea.. 

•·rn the frenzy of delirious excitement, men might 

argue that we have inclulged free speech too liberally, 

and in the light of our recent catastrophe it is proper 
I 

tiID3 for us to limit the privileges of' political gather-

.in.gs and political debates. I would not indorse that 

view. Hepression has bred more murder than liberty-. 

History convinces its readers that assassination was once 

the regular practice and the apparent :prerogative of 

subjects. Men a.re not hu.msnized by the bastile, the 

garrison, or the police baton, or the sold.ier's bayonet. 

True it ie, some souls are damnerl by being "born in this 

world .• They are not anarchists whose qu:Lvering revolver 

seeks to annihilate a life. They are fienc1ish imps, 

sent from hell to growl and grovel in the mire a:nd. mud 
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of brutality, seeking to empty their vengeance on 

hapless victims. Who can punish them? Say they are 

electrocuted ... _ they· never atone for their crime. 

'We had hoped twenty years after we removed the 

s om be r drapery fro rn our 'buildings in our lamentation 

for one of America's beloved sons, our martyred presi­

dent James A. Gar:eield, that we had stamped murderous 

iniquity from the "breasts of our :fellow cittzens. We 

are fated to witn<:Jss this day of our great misfortune 

when we ancl all men turn with anxious face towards the 

couch whereon is stretched the agonized :fran::s of our 

chief executive. That he Il'.$y be spared us for many 

a year is our fervent prayer. And if our prayers. have 

any :potency, we li.ft our voices today to Hirn who sitteth 

on high, who abideth in eternity, and implore Him to 

let one of his illlmtrious sons live his appoi:ntecl 

life. ' 11 

One las ·t it e:-)ln in co nne cti on with Ra b'bi Lais er' s 

sermons which we sball quote here is taken from the 

Siomc C:lt y Journal, Saturday, September 14, 1901. 

It runs as follows: mrhe Jewish New Year known as 

Roah Hashonah, 1:5662, began last evening at sund.own, 

ana. the event was observed with a ritualistic servioe, 

sermon a:rul song service last evening at the Mt. Sinai 

synagogue at Fourteen th and Nebraska Streets. Habbi 

.. 
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Joseph Leiser was in charge of the) service. 

11The Jewish New 'Year has little biblical signifi­

cance, according to Dr. Leiser. It is an era of' good 

.f'e eling and joyfulness among the Jewish families. r~ast 

night'e services were begun at 7:30 o'clock, and the 

attendance wae ru1usually large. nr. Leiser read the 

:r.itual, and solos were sung by 111.J,1]. J!1lanegin and Miss 

Nona Puo:k. Mrs. Ola:ra Snook :presided at the organ. 

1l1he sermon was an interesting one. Re said in :part: 

"Ou:r l:lfe should be inscribed fo:r good, for a good 

end, because we are prone to bethink disaster. We have 

all reason to hope that duri.ng the next twelve months 

our congregation :rmy be spared the loss of any member 

and that all of' us be :free .from those distresses and 

sickness es to which flesh is, of o ours a, heir. We 

hope too, that our days nl9.y not be darkened by adver­

sity and th a.t we ma;/ prosper. 

nrr1here are some who believe it beneath the dignity, 

as they call it, of religion to wish man prosperity. 

In our ritual this evening, you have noted the fre­

quency o:f the phrase which can be translated 'material 

prosperity.' We have a right to hope that we may pros­

per. Judaism never believed :Ln poverty as a condition 

of li f'e. Man lives by bread, but not by br ea.cl. alone, 

and this is the preachment of Jud.a.ism. We have no 

I 
I 
I 
I 
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:r:•eason. to center all our attE)ntion on material things. 

What we have obtained is only a means to be used in 

the realization of high er th i.ng s. :But :f:'or s om\::i :pros -

peri ty we do hope and for no panics or :financial 

stringencies or crises tba t brir.l;,.~ ruin and de1Jr es sion 

to our country. 

"We hope on this evening that our country be 

inscribed :for good and that no aff lie ti ans bef'al. l j:t. 

May tlH1 hand o:f p·estil,enoe be stayed and the invader 

kept far from our shores. We hope that our boJ.oved. 

president be restored to us a:r.d that no fanaticism, 

no ill tutored. brain inflamed by a fiendish passion 

raise its ham to annihilate the wi 11 of the people. 

May all our :follow citizcms be with us inscribed for 

good., aml may all of us enjoy the blessings of peace, 

of' :orosperity. 

"With these greetings, and then with the confid­

ent hope that life is planned for good and our year 

will bring us good.ness, let us welcorre another year 

now newly spun on the loom of time. This is indeed; 

the subs ta.nee th1;i.t sweetens the bread of lif·e. We 1$.re 

bound together by a tie o:f affection, a sentiment. 

Reason rwy scoff at it; cynicism rray sneer, but revil-

ing brings us to no estate. 'l1he love pledged. anew, 

the firmer friendship forged on the anvil of resolution, 



the better cheer, the more confident outlook is the 

talisman which by our wearing it wi 11 bri:ng us to 

our journey's end exempt frpm the pettiness, the 

annoyances· of the world." 

Showing the early liberalism in a more concrete 

man~er, Habbi :C1ei ser in a Chris. tma,s Sermonett e made 

this statement: "Christmas symbols an id.ea.l·still 

regnant among men, still ·u.nattained. Uni ve rs al peace, 

a Jewish vision, has not yet dawned. Good wil1 among 

men does not prevail, but some day it will triumph. 

At best Christmas is an aspiration for better things, 

a. day when man is brother unto fellow ma.r.L." (SOJ Sun­

day, December 22, 1901) 

rrhe above characterizes the early Mt. Sinai Temple 

and the attitudes inherent in its early members. Built 

upon a f'irm foundation, with 20 members, SEn·vic es on 

Friday evening and Sunday morning, a religious school 

of 20 students, two classes and two teachers, with the 

Hebrew La.dies' Aid So oie ty as a guiding star ancl own tng 

:t ts own cemetery, the new synagogue made its first 

start in this world to serve as a guide for other He-

form congregations. 

The Jews having ssttled in S:toux City, immediately 

felt the need for solidarity. ~L1bis they aocomplishe<i 

in many ways. Aside from the Rebr ew J,adie s 1 Aid. 



Society and the counten-pa:rt of tbat organization the 

]~adies' Auxiliary, the women founded a chapter of the 

Council. of Jewish Women. 11his organization, of old 

origin, was nevertheless forgotten by the women until 

a few years ago when they organized again. However, 

inspite of this oversight on the part of the women 

in later years, the original organization dat&s back 

s.s far as 1901. Mrs. Julius Pappe, whose name has 

been mentioned many times in the course of this pa:per, 

·was the :first president. Other officers were as fol-

lows: v. J?resiident, Mrs. J.M. Cohen; Secretary, Mrs. 

Max Silver; Treasurer, Mrs. I. G. Tram rman; Audi tor, 

.Mrs, J. Schulei.n. The directors .of' the organiz a:ti on 

consisted of five other women, Mrs. C. Wise, Mr~. JJ. 

Becker, 1\/Iri;i. D. Davidson, Mrs. M. Wise and Mrs. L. 

Hattenbach. (American Israelite vol.47, no.49, P.3, 

June 6, 1901 -- also SOJ Sunday, November 24, 1901) 

Interinarriage between J'ew and Gen tile was very 

rare yet there are cases when it oco11rieed. Mr. Hen.ry 

s. Townsend was married on November 24, 1878 to Miss 

Bessie Schulein at the home of Hev. M.W, na:rling, a 

Methodist preacher. The bride was the daughter of 

Joseph Schule in. The marriage most pro bab 1y wa.sr not 

condoned. ·by the bride's father but was accomplished 

b;)T stealth as we might easily deduce from the news-

.Paper clipping announcing the wedding. 
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(SOJ w. Novemeer 24, 1878}. It seems that the gentile 

community of Sioux City did not approve of' intermarriage. 

There appeared 'in the Sioux City ~l.1lbmes vVeekly of May 

27, 1871 the following sto:cy of a girl 'in New York who 

had be<·m seduced. by a Catholic boy· and as a result had 

be come pregnant. 11he article went on to sa;y that the 

boy wished to marry the girl but could no·t since she 

wished him to 'become a Jew. The ed.itor of the Sioux 

City newspaper then proceeds to say: nThis should be 

a warning to all young maidens. Be:fo re yielding to 

a suitor's entx·eaty, they should ascertain his relig-

ious views; and it would not be a bad idea to have 

introductions conducted by the mutual friend something 

like this: Miss Smith, .Mr. Jones Presbyterian -- or 

Mr. ~l.1hompson, Hardshell :Baptist, as the case might be. n 

Yet. as has be en said. be±' ore interim rriage was found 

to be somewhat o.f a rari t;y. The case of the Hattenback-

Magee marriage has already been cited. There are yet 

two other oases which might be cited. In 1893, Dave 

Hattenbach, the jeweler, was married to a Miss J~uella 

Bri.ggs, in Omaha. However, and this is the strange 

fact, they were married by a Rabbi Rosenthal. (SOJ 

May 31, 1893) 

In the case of the marriage o:f 1"/Ir. Charles Bald ... 

win and Miss .Bertie :B1rank, J'une 14th, 1896, Miss Mi::i.ry 
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A. Safford of the First Uni ta:rian Church officiated 

at the wedding. The J·ews of the Sio~x City oormnun­

ity thus lost one of' its members. It must be said 

here that the .Frank family outside of this caE:le were 

cJ.osely allied with Judaism and. everything J·ewish. 

~;wo other daughters of the Frank :family· married the 

later influenoial Davidson Brothers, Ben and Dave. 

It would be very interesting at this point to 

noite S'Ome of the we Cl.dings during the period 1886 

through 1900. We examine them not so much from the 

stanrlpoint of who was married but pur sly from the 

p:r.oced.ure that was fmllowed and for curiosity's sake. 

Says the Sioux Git ;y Journal WeekJ.y for Septem­

ber 2, 1886: "The social event of the week to the 

,Jewish population of our city was the marriage on 

Wetlnef3d.ay night of M. Jl1 erdinand Kahn, of Yankton, 

and Nuss Sarah B •. Meyers, o.f this city. The oe:re­

mony, which took place in Turner Hall at 1 P.M., 

was witnessed by over 100 invited guests, Mayor 

.D.A. Magee pronouncing the marriage ceremon;y. ~rhe 

bridal pair were accompanied. by A. W. TvVeiner and JVli ss 

Hatti e B. M:eye re • ~~ha bride who h s.s a lwa.y &1 be en 

noticeable for her sweet face and graceful presence, 

looked lovelier than ever in an elegant morning 

d.ress of' cream satin trimmed with point lace, with 
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ornaments of magnificent diamonds. The groom was 

a tired in conventional black. After the ceremony· 

the company joined in thE3 grand march to the mus io 

o:f ReE)d's orchestra and thence to the supper tables, 

where a number of d.H'ferent courses were s(arved. 

After the ta'bles were cleared. and. the toasts rendered, 

in which many hearty wishes. were expressed for the 

happiness of the new couple, the hours unti 1 ear:cy-

morning were spent in danoi.ng. Mr. and Mrs. Kahn 

lef't on Thu:rsclay :for a brid.al trip which will include 

New York and a number of eastern cities. The bride 

is a sister of Mrs. s. Greenwald. and has for some 

time occupied a posltion in the dry goods house of 

T. s. Martin and Com:pa..ny, where she was a popular 

saleslady. The groom is one of the subs t ar1 ti al and 

prosperous businQss men of our neighboring city. The 

following out-of-town guests were present at the wed-

ding: 

"Mr. and Mrs. A. Kahn, uncle an.cl aunt of groom, 

Ornaha; Mr. Martin Kahn, cousin of' groom, Omaha; Mr. 

A. s. Brown, bro th er-in-law of groom, North Platte; 

lVIiss Fannie Brown, anl brother-in-law of groom, 

Omaha; Mr. and Mrs. M. Bellman, Orraha; Miss Fannie 

Sloman, Chicago; Mr. and Mrs. ,D. Wise, Oinc:t.nnati; 

Mr. E. Strasburger, Des Moines; Miss Carrie B. Meyers, 
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sister of bride, Independence; Messrs. Adolph and 

Charles Neisser an.a. Iv'Iiss Bertha Neisser, Milwaukee. 

"The following elegant list of wedding presents 

were receive C.l: 

Silver fruit dish, J.M. Simonson and. wife 
J!1r17it a.ish in silver and cut-glass, A.B. Israel 
ParJ.o:b suit, Mr. and Mrs. s. Gre enwa.ld · 
One hundred. dollars, Mr. and Mrs. A. Kahn, Omaha 
Dozen cut-glass goblets, J. Nasbaum 
China tea set, J. J31adtt, Yankton . 
Silver water service, H. Bloomeruthal, Independence, Ia. 
Silk pho togra.ph case, Miss Eugent:) Rawi tzer 
Painting on brass placque, Miss Josie · H. Schulein 
l?aintecl placg_ue, Mr. and. Mrs. D.A .. Magee 
Card receiver in silver and cut-glass, .M:rs. J. Wan.nf'ried. 
Silver pickle dish, Loui.s and Michael Hatten·baoh 
Set gold. band china fruit dishes and stand, M.r. ancl Mrs. 

R. B. Johnson 
S:l lve r fish spoon and case, r~. B. lVI1.1rtin 
Set silver knives and forks an.a. soup ladle, Mr. and Mrs. 

N. Maas, Indep endenfi e, Ia. 
Silver and gilt 'berry knife and spoon, JVIr. and Mrs. I. 

Ivieyers, .Independence, Ia. 
Silver napkin holder, Martin Schulein 
Toilet bottles and. cushion, Miss Julia. B •. Me~rers, 

Ind.ependene e, Ia. 
Set embroidered pillow shams, Iv'.f.iss Carrie B. lVIeye rs, 

Independence, Ia • 
.Antique lace pillow shams and. spread, l/'ies Hattie B. Meyers 
Carved center table in rosewood, ii.W. and Bertha 

Nei sser,. Milwaukee 
Jnlega.nt parlor lamp, Mr. and Mrs. Charles :Hlise:n:an 
:Berry dish in Bohemian glass, Mr. and Mrs. T. s. Martin 
Hanging lamp in hammered. brass, Mr. and Mrs. J.P. Martin 
Flower vase, Miss E. Bowers 
:!french clock in marble and ebony·, m:r. and Mrs. N. Hellman,. 

Omaha 
Bisc;iue :flower vase, Mr. an 1a .Mrs. J. l!'eld.enhe imer 
Set of Dickens' works, .lVfr. P.O. Heege, Lema.rs 
Toilet cushj_on, Miss Maude 1Useman . 
Gola. band china chamber set, ID. Strasburger, J)e::iMoines 
Elegant rooking chair, Chas. Heisser, Milwaukee 
Bed.room set, Mr. and Mrs. s. Kahn, Om.aha 
Dozen silver ice cream spoons and. cake knife in case, 

M:r.. Martin Kahn, Orraha 
Cu:t glass pickle dish, silver moun.ted, Mr. and Mrs. D. 

W1s e, Cincinnati 
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Silver mounted carving set in oase, Mr. and Mrs. Al"bert 
Kahn, Ona ha 

Painting on brass :placqu.e, Miss Bessie Schulein 
Silver oake basket, Mr. and M:rs. s. Schulein 
Silver and china Jewel box, <lll[r. and. Mrs. T. Wiley, waterloo 
Bouquet holder in silver and. cut-glass, Ben B. Wiley, 

Yankton 
Pain ting on tambor ine, David Hattenbach 
SilYe:r. fruit basket, Mr. and Mrs. J. Schulei:n 
Sil·ver and. cut-glass berry dish, Mr. and li.ifrs. s. Adelsheimer 
Wat er service in ha.mme red glass, Sidney Schulelin 
Set silver fruit knives, .Mr. Anton Gunther 
Set hammered glass finger bowls, Mr. and Mrs. S.A .. Sloan, 

Chia ago 
S.ilver and cut-glass pickle·aastor, Mrs. s. Schulein, 

Fort Scott, Kansas 
Set silver teaspoons in case, JVIr. and Mrs. J'.M. Cohen 
Silver tea set, .Mr. and Mrs. A. Ack:erman and. Mr. and Mrs. 

J. Rothchild 
:Parlor clock in bronze and ebony, and statuettes, Mr. 

and Mrs • Meyer Wise and . .Mr. and Mrs. C. Wise 
Silver tea set, gold. lines, Mr. 1;m.d Mrs. Joe JI.larks 
Out glass water service, Miss Bettie VJannfried." 

June, the month of roses, sernns to have been tlill.e 

month for wed.dings. Among the notable June wedd.ings, 

in the y.ear 1892, and the chief social event in Jewish 

circles, was the ma, rriage o.f IJeopo ld Go ldsmi ·bh, of 

Chica.go, to Miss Bettie Wann:fried, of Sioux C:ity. 

Chamber o:f Commerce Hall, where the event took place 

was decorated with palms and. potted plants. The room 

was darkened., the wa.:xe.n tapers in the· silver candelabra 

upon the alter lighted, the great wedding bell o:e roses, 

carnations ana. ferns wafted. its perfume in the brilliant-

ly 1:lghted room. As the orchestra began to play, the 

ii.ouble doors parted and Master Sol Schulein, the 1:1.ttle 

.cousin of the bride, led out the bridal party. He was 

followed by the ushers in full d.rEJes, white gloved a.nd. 
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J. Nensbaum, A.I,. Jrribou.rg, Sol 1l1rank, P. Kalish ar.tl 

Jesse giseman, ana. were followed by· the bride ana. 

groom, am they in turn by their immediate relatives. 

Half way d.own thci hall, around. three sides of which 

the guests were seated, the ushers opened their line, di­

verged ancl the bride and groom passed between them to 

the altar, ·the relatives :forming a semi-circle behind 

them and the ushers in another pace to t:b.e rear. There 

were neither mai.ds nor groomsmen. 

The bri,le \MJre s.n el.egant dress, with court train, 

of cream white faille francai se trimmed with flouncings 

of ohanti lly lace. A long wedding veil fell to the 

bottom of the long train. White gloves, slippers ar.d 

hand bouquet of niphetos roses yvith a white feather f'an, 

presented to her by her school children, completed a 

lovely and becoming toilet. Mr. and 1\/Irs. A. Wann:f:'ried, 

parents of the ·bride, their only child, stood with the 

young couple as Habbi Wm. Rosenau, of& Omaha, gave a 

short, earnest addref:rn and performed the simple but 

solemnly beautiful c e::1remony of marriage. 

When it was over Mr. and Mrs. Goldsmith were 

overwhelmed with the congratulations of their friends. 

:J,rom that time until about 8 o'clock was passed plea­

santly enough with conversation and. music. 
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1J.1hen the company passed to the upper .floor wh3 re 

a splendid. banquet awaited them in the club rooms, ser­

ved by Frank. At the long four tables with their pro­

fusion of cut :flowers and delicate glassware 155 guests 

seated themselves. It was altogeth·er a brilliant 

company, and jewels gleamed snd silks rustled every-

where. The menu was served as follows: 

Bouillon 
Lake Trout, Victoria Sause, Saratoga Chips 

Ruedesheimer Sweet Pickles 
Olives Radishes Oe J.ery 

Spring Chicken, Fried 
Spinach Asparagus Cucumbers 

JPillet of Beef, with Ohampignous 
:Parisienne Potatoes Sherry Sherbert 
Sweet Breads, a la'Toulouse 1!1 renoh Peas 

Chicken Salad Tongue Potatoe Sa.lad 
Mumm' s :rnxt ra Dry 

Meringue Tarts Neopoli t·an Ice Cream 
Macaroons Kisses Lady :&1ingers Coffee 

Wedding Cake :B1ru.i ts Nu.ts 

As the courses wore along, music was interspersed, 

and when the heavier viands had bei en dispos.ed of, Jul-

i us J? a:p pe, as ma.s te r of c er ernoni es, in a gri::i.ce f'ij.l 

speech, introdu.ced the post prand.ial feature of the 

feast. Toa.s ts were respond.ed to as follows: 

Greeting to Bride and Groom ••••••••• :Or. Hosenau 

The Departing Brid.e ••••••••••••••••• J.M. Cohen 

Memori es of Sioux: Qi ty • • • • • • • • e • • • • • Dr. Brasch 

The Bride a Prize . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ' . . . . Miss Frank 

'.[lhe YourJg· Wo lks' Regrets • • • • • • • • • • • • A. L. :a1 ribou:rg 

Our Visitors •••••••••••••••••••••••• Sol Sohulein, s·t. Louis 

1j 
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1.rhe I1adie s •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• s. Adelsheim 

Marriage· Ceremonies anc1 ~rheir Changes • Charles :m1sema.n 

Her Father's Friend • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • Col Aiken, Omaha 

A He la ti ve's '11ri but e • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • A. Goldsmith, St. Joe 

The resp onseB were all la ua.a t ory of the groom and 

his popular bride, who had been a te1::icher in the public 

schools for si:x: years and who on Saturday mornings had 

maintained a Jewish Sun.day School. The g;room is a 

popular h~t rdware merchant o.f Chic ago, thoroughly Ameri-

can in ideas, a msn of culture and of sterling principle. 

A:fter the toasts about sixty congratulatory ca:blegrams 

and telegrams were read. Then the guests repaired to 

the lower hall, where, upon a gold-lettered silk banner, 

a programme for sixteen d.ances was d.isplayed. Probably 

no couple ever narried in Sioux City had received. such 

an elaborate dis:play of wedding gifts as this young 

couple. Checks came :from friends in the old oour1try. 

Her father a:nd mother gave the br:Lde a check for :i~500. 

Her uncles J. a.nd S. Sohulein, a ch eek for $300; the 

groom 1 s aunt a silver box f'illed with a dozen each of 

all articles for table use in silver. Her Sunday 

School children presented a stand. of' onyx and silver, 

not to mention out-glass, brio-a-brae, pictui·es, lace 

cm·tains, portieres and. complete house furnishings 

in fu rni t ur e. Mr. and .Mrs. Goldsmith le:f t on Wedne s-

day morning of that week for tho ir future home in 
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Chicago. The out-of'-town guests }?resent at the wed.ding 

were: Sol Schulein and wife, St. J~ouis, Missdm:ri; Louie 

Goldsmith, Salt Lake; Nathan Go l<l smith, Miss J?auline 

Goldsmith, Chicago; Miss Helen Haas, Mil3s Bettie Haas, 

Omaha; Mrs. Samuel Westheimer, Miss Lillian Westheimer 
' 

Ben Westheimer, St. Jose:ph, Mo.; Ben Meinzer, Beatrice, 

Nebraska: Miss Ad.die Newman, .Col •. H.O.- Aiken, Mrs. A. 

Ha.as, Omaha; Miss Effie Pol.look, Mise Huth Pollack, 

J.iittle Hock, Ark. (SCJ D June 19, 1892) 

Other marriages a.re recorded about this time. 

Marriages of grea.t importance since they shed llght 

.not only on the cm1 toms of the day but the :rabb:ls who 

heretofore were not recalled. It can easily be deduced 

from what went before that most of' the Rabbis who offi­

ciated at wedd.ings in Sioux City from 18~0 onward came 

:erom Omaha, Nebraska. Such men as Dr. Wrn~ Itosenau, Dr. 

J,ieO Frsnklin and others were often present du:r1:ng these 

festive occas1ons and these men for the most part 

played a role toward. making the J'ews of Sioux City 

realize th~a:t what was lacking in their organization was 

a s ;yua.go gue • 

Two weddingi:i more will serve to give us a round.ad 

picture of ·the social lif'e in Sioux City. The first 

was the wedd:lng of Edna Wise to I1ouis Beaker. Says 

the Sioux City J·ournal on Sunday, ;June 20, 1897: 

"The most brilliant of weddings that Sioux City has 

had. to record in many a ,day was that which occurred 
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in the Ivrondamin parlors on Wednesa..ay evening of the past 

week. It was the occasion of the marriage of' Edna Aurel­

ia, only daughter of Mr. a:nd Mrs. Charles Wise, to Mr. 

Louis Becker. At 8: 00 the hottr. named for the wedding, 

the double parlors were filled with expectant guests, 

many of them out of town rel.a ti vea of the contracting 
, 

parties. :&1rom Omaha especially, the old home of the 

groom, came hosts of friends. The parlor where the 

ceremony took place was a mass of foliage and "bloom. 

The mantel was banked with green :from floor to ceiling, 

and hid.den away in the center were balls of' :pink, 

heightening tla.e effect. Over the white rug was· a 

canopy of green, :from the center of which was suspended 

a mammouth wedding bell o:e white roses, and from a 

great palm, stand.'ing in the center of the room, a white 

ribbon running to the mantel marked the space :eor the 

bridal party ana. their immediate f'riends. At 8:30 

o'clock the orchestra began playing Mendelsohn's 

immortal 0 Wedding .Maroh 11 , and it was the a:rm.ounoement 

of the approach of the bridal party. JH.rst in the 

procession a.own the hallway ca.me the two ushers, Phil 

Hose of Omaha, and Ben Sohulein, of this oi ty. Next 

came the two brid.esrna.ids, Miss Cora Becker, of Omaha 

and Miss lt'armie J,evy, of this city. Miss Becker 

wore a costume· of wh tt e liberty silk over gre:e.n 

ta.ff eta, with bands of valenciennes inserting. '.I.1he 
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bodice was low with half sleeves. She ca:rr:Led a bouquet 

of American Beauties and was esoo:r.ted by Albert Wise. 

"Mies I1evy 1 s costume was of white brocaded silk, 

worn decollete, with half sleeves. She carried a 

bouquet o:f yellow roses, and her escort was Dave Degen, 

of Omaha. 

"Next in the pro cession came the groom and the 

best ma,n. They were followed by Mrs. Charles Wise, 

mother of th·e bride, and G·eorge Becker of Omaha, and 

Mrs. George Becker and A. Bocker, of Omaha. Then 

came Miss Wise'B grandparents, Mrs. Rau and Mrs. Wise, 

of Cinoinna ti. 

nMi s s Kit tie Wise, cousin of th e bride was ma.id 

of honor. She wore a lovely gown o:f white silk mull 

over silk taffeta ancl valenciennes lace, carried the 

bride's bouquet. The bride followed. with her father. 

She wore an elegant gown of cream a.uchesse satin, en 

traine. The bodice had. a front of w.hit e chiffon, bor­

d.ered with point lace and trimmed with pearls rffrom 

shoulder to s·houlder, with girdle of' pearls. The long 

veil, held. 'by a pearl pin, fell to the encl o:f the long 

train. She carried a white prayer ·book and :point lace 

hand.ke rohief. She approached the waiting groom with 

downcast eyes and stood the picture of girlish inno­

cence and modesty, while H.abbi I.eo :M. J!1ranklin, of 

~ 
~I 
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Omaha, in a most impressive manner p1~onom1ced the 

marriage ceremony according to the tTewi.sh rite. Then 

followed. a general ha.nlshaking in which kisses and 

congratula ti one followed as quickly as the raindrops 

in a summer shower, and was as soon over. 

"Afterwards the entire assemblage retired. to the 

dining room, where an elegant bang_uet was served. The 

tables had been so arranged as to m:i.ke the figure U, 

at the head of which sat the newly rnarried couple. On 

each side of th em on the tab le were two :floral hearts, 

ma.de of roses and sweet peas. On the corners of the 

ta.'ble were vases of out glass, two feet in height, filled 

with American Beauties, and in fact the table carried 

a profusion of roses, sweet peas, swansonia, maidenhair 

ferns, and day"break carnations. The large mirror was 

festooned with asparagus and the letters "WB" were 

worked in flowers and su.spend.ed in front of the glass. 

In the center between the tables was· another table 

banked with flowers and. plants. The effect was ·beauti­

ful to behold, and it was a gay and happy assemblage. 

n11ennison was given carte 'blanche to decora.te, a:nl 

every guest stoppecl to look and to admtre. The orchestra 

pJ.ayeid through ou.t the b anquei t hours, which lasted from 

9: 30 to 2 A.M. an(l then pJ.aye d for danci.ng, whi.oh was 

continued until 4:30. Upon each plate rested a white 



106. 

satin menu within a white o over beari.ng the monogram 

nw-B" in silver upon the outside. The table service 

wa.s almost perf'eot, each waiter looking after six 

guests, so that the 200 invited were looked after 

without delay or confusion of' any sort. 11he menu 

was as follows: 

Little Neck Clams 
1!1lakes 

Salted .Almonds 
Olives, Radishes, 

Noodle Soup 
Cracknells Niers·teiner, J.888 

Wall-eyed Pike 
New Potatoes 

Fillet o:f Bee:t' with Mushrooms 
Asps. ragus Vinaigr eibte 

l?ontet Can.et 
Whole '.romatoes Ma.yonnais e 

Hoas t Spring Due le, Na tur a.l Gravy 
Cuoumbe rs 

Punch Maraschino 
Squab on to a.st Green peas 

J;obster Salad 
Mum's extra dry 

Neopoli tan Ioe Cream 
Ma.croons Lady Fingers 

Kiss es 
The Bride's ~ake, Groom's Cake 

Had Ra.epberries 
E~ts Bonbons Rouquefort 

Oaf. e Noi r• 

The second wedd.ing and the la.st which shall be 

reported. here was the ]Jlidsununer wedd.irJg of :Ben David­

son, of whom we have haill occasion to speak and Miss 

Id.a :B1rank. The marriage of Ben Davids on, the wiaill-

known dry goods merchant of Sioux City to Miss Ida 

Frank, took place on Monday, July 23, 1888 at the 

home of the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs • .A.H.· 111 rank, 
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916 Pierce Street. The wedding was strictly private, 

only the relatives of the contracting parties being 

present. Among them were Mr. am Mrs •. Gi..W. Nei~rner, 

of I.Hlwaukee and Mr. and Nfrs •. Fred Kahn, of Yankton, 

the la.dies being cousins of the bride. At prr:Jcisely 

11 A.Ivf., the hour rm.nr:id for the ceremony, Misses 

Sarah and 11ertha I~rank, p:lanist and violinist, struck 

up the old yet ever sweet music o:f Mendelsohn's Wed­

ding .March. '.rhe bride and groom, acoompanied by· Mr. 

and Mri::i. .Frank, En.ftered the front parlor an.cl the bridal 

:pair took position in the great window which was de­

corated with ferns ana. f'oliage plants. The lace 

draperies were wreathed with smilax and adorned with 

lrn.ote of' roses, and above their heads hung a large 

and magnilfiioent bell of roses. Vvhile the happy pair 

stood in wai t:Lng for the last not es of the music all 

had time to notice the loveliness of the ,young ana. 

:pretty bride, who looked so charming in her rich a:nl 

bee omi:r.ig bridal robes. She was attired in a costume 

of cr(~am-colored fatlle de Francaise. The petticoat 

was trimmed with an el ega.nt corner of pearl passa-

· menterie in two shades harmoniously bl<:md.ed, which 

extend.ad. across the :f:'ront ancl up the left Biele, in­

c losing a pointed fan-shaped trimming o:f th,e faille. 

The court train which swept the floor, three yard~' 

in length was edged w:i.th a crepe lis se rue he dotted 
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with pearls. The corsage which was
0
worn high, with 

·three-quarter sleeves, was richly ornamented with the 

shaded pas samenterie. Italian lace :finished the sleeves, 

caught with pearl ornaments, and the same soft lace 

was worn in the neck. Her orna.ment s ·were diamond ear-

rings, the gift of the groom, and an artistic leaf'­

shaped pin hold.ing four diamonds, another wecid.ing gift. 

She wore a cluster of drooping hal:f-blown cream roses 

in her dark hair. A corsage bouquet of I.iarechal Niel 

roses a:na. carr:i.ecl a hand bouquet o:e the same tied with 

1ong loops of' cream satin ribbon. Dainty toe slippers 

of' cream satin disclosed lovely embroiciered silk hose. 

Silk mitts met the sleeves. ~.L1hE3 groom wore a suit of 

fine black, J?rince Albert coat, boutonniere, white 

satin tie a:nd white kid gloves. Mayor J.M. Olelar.i.d. 

performed the marriage c<-:iremony in a :felicitous style, 

using part o:f the Episcopal cennnony. Iv'Ir •. B'rank gave 

the bride away, the wedcling ring was put on and the 

pai:r. were pronounced husba.ril and wife. Congratulations 

warm and hearty :followed. Then the company sat a.own 

to a sumptuous wedd.ir:ig dinner, two long tables holclirJg 

twenty-five guests present. Colored waiters ware in 

attendance. I;DveJ.y button-hole bouquets wa:r.e concealed. 

in each napkin. Ej.ght or ten courses were served and 

charri:pagne and imported. wines were served without stint. 

During an interim between courses Ma.yor Cleland read a 
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pile of congratulatory· telegrams received froin various 

points. In fao t, telegrams kept coming by twos and 

threes up to the hour of departure. .Af'te r dinner the 

company were trea:te(l to some ±'ine music, rend.ered. by 

the daughters of. ·the household, ana. the time was s:i;iont 

socially until the a:rriva.l of three hacks to take the 

wedding party to the 2: 40 P.M. train. ~l.1he brid.e ap-

peared in a most becoming traveling suit of ten colored 

cloth, with jacket and hat to match. The drapery upon 

the skirt was caught on one side with a bow of' olive 

green moire ribbon, su:d the same com bi nation of colors 

app <:>..area. in thi:} hat trimmings. ~l1he shoes were made 

to order in Hochester, N.Y., the lovver :parts of patent 

leathcrnr, the uppers of the tan-colored cloth. The . 

groom wore a complete suit of :pearl gray cloth. iJ.1hEJil' 

brid.al trip e:x:tended over a period of six weeks and 

included. Omaha, Chicago, Boston, New York, and. a stay 

at Haratoga. The mammoth trunk, arranged. with tl.11.s, 

which went with them, contained many elegan·t costumes 

to be worn at the fashiona.b le watering place. It is 

needless to ·tell any one in Sioux City or in any pla.c e 

reached. by· a Sioux City JournaJ. who J3en .Davidson is. 

It is enough to i..my that Ben .David.son has won a fair 

and sweet bride to himself, Lmd. his :e riends can only 

hope that he may always have the degree o:E' happiness 

in the future that seemed to be his upon his wed.dil'.4:.~ 

" .'i 
1 
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day. Mr. and Mrs. Davidson wi 11 begin housekeeping 

upon their return a.i::i soon as suitable arrangements 

for a location can be marffi.e. '.11hus reports the Sioux 

City Journal on Thursday, July 26, 1888. 

'.l'he :fo llowirig were some of the gi :fts reported in 

the ps,per: 

Elegant bedroom set, Mr. and Mrs. A.H. Frank 
Call ·bell with one dozen oxid.ized silv~r ·tea spoons, 

I1eonard, Ms.x, Sarah and Bertie Frank 
Pair china cups and. saucers, wit.h names 11:Ben and Ida'\ 

IVfa tie .F1rank 
Complete parlor set, Dave David.son 
Pair life size photos of nBen and Ida", ilbe Davidson 
Three se-ts of lace curtains, Shoninger & Co., Boston. 
Piano lamp, Jake Schnadig, Chicago 
Large picture in oak frame, 11Maternal ]1eli oi ty'\ 

Jra.ckso n & Strauss, Chicago 
Corner chair in cherry and plush, Simon & Hosenblu, Chicago 
Lernonad.e set, pitcher ana. si:z: glasses, set in silver, 

Misses J.E. Peters, E.T. Brown, :L.E. H.ipley, s. 
Clark, A. J. Frink, employees of B. Davids on & Co. 

Pictu:r.e, in frame, .Mary Wagner 
S:Llvex· ice pitoher a.nd mug, in standard, s. Steinfeld & 

Co. New York City 
Ebony am marble mantel clock, .David Wile, Chicago 
Gola.-lined berry· spoon in case, .Mr. and Mrs. Fred. Kahn, 

Yankton 
Plush hand-painted ta.ble cover a.rd fine linen Sf.?ts, 

M. Gardner & Co., New York City 
Silver, go1d-lined, salad set in case, D.R. Reine, N. Y.O. 
Hed copper ewer, set in bronze, Jas. J!'. Cuzzens, JJ1ra.nk 

Blagg. Geo. Alvor ed, Ea.. Hartland, New York Store 
Employ. 

J?air bronze, Brna11, Dasey & 0©., New York 
Marble and ebony clock, with bronze reli<ef, George P. 

Gore & Co., Chicago 
Diamond pin, Mr. a:r:ld Mrs. W. ] 1

• Prouty, Ch1 cago 
Gold cuff but tons and. manicure set, Mr. ana. Mrs. Carl ton 

J?routy, Chicago 
Opera bonnet, D.B. JJlisk & Co., Chicago 
Ebony clock. Con U Mendelssqhn 
Pair of bronzes, Asa .Heinemann, New York 
Set s:b.lver knifes and forks with but terknife, Mr. and 

Mrs. I. Baum, Ina.epende.nc e 
S:blver picknife, Nathan and Carrie Sempter, Fremont, Ne·b. 
Silver Cake basket, Mrs. s •. B1ernberg and. daughter 

Mendota, Ill. 
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One-ha.lf d.ozen solid. silver tablespoons, :L. Lowenstein, 
Chicago 

Solid. silver ~3ugar shell and butterknife, C.H. Burnett, N. Y. 
Silver ca.rd. ·Stand, H. Blumenthal, Wremont, Neb. 
Silver p,ioke casters, Mr. and 1¥1'.rs. D. Goldschrnid:t, Earlville, 

Ill. 
Silver sugar bowl, creamer, call bell and spoons, com­

bined, s. :H. Armington, Chicago 
Fruit dish, set in silver, Annie Schlawig 
Gold-lined. berryspoon and Sugarshell, Mr. and Mrs. Geo. 

W. Burris, InQ.ep endence 
Silver Tea.spoone1, S. Baum, Indepen(lence 
JiJlegant silver jewel casket, Mr. am .Mrs. Samuel Greenwald, 

Milwaukee 
Crystal berry dish, set in silver, Mr. and 1vrrs. li.vv. 

N ei. s s er, Milwaukee 
Pair of o:x:id.ized silver :napkin rings, .My:ron Baum 
Ha vi land ch i:na dinner set , Leo Frank, .Ar ling ton, I 11. 
S:L lk bedspread, N. A. Mi d.dle, New York 
Oak Chiffonier, D. Stein, Chioago 
Carriage robe, :rnd.wara. R. J.~isne r, Chicago 
Ornamental tableware with fruit pieoe and cornucopias, 

Heyrran & Lichten, New York 
T~legant Clock with bronze statuette, :01 • Siegel & Bro., 

Chicago 
.Antiq_ue Oak corner stand, Hosenthal Goldsmith & Co., 

Chio ago 
Orn:i dozen each of silver knives, forks and spoons, 

Sheue rman Bros., Des Moines 
One dozen silver knives a.r.a. forks, Mr. and lVIrs. S.M. 

Hyde:rmn, Albany, New York 
Si 1 ve r i c e pit ch er , Levy Bro s • , N. Y. 
Caster of ruby glass set in silver, o.s. Ca.spery & Co., 

Chicago. 

The newspaper reports a very interesting social 

event in the year 1888.. It was a leap year party whioh 

the Jewish women of Sioux City held. nNo event", said 

the newspaper, "has be en more eagerly looked for or 

talked about than W~3-s the leap year ball given Wed.nes­

ci.ay night at the K.P. Hall and the occasion was one of 

brilliancy and much enjoyment. The ladies called for thE'.i 

gen·blemen in carria.ges and showered on their chosen 
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ones all the att<1ntions that gay aavalie'rs· are wont to 

bestow on their lady loves. ~L1he hall had ·been tas·te-

fully decorated for the occasion, and the dance was 

kept up until a late hour to the excellent music fur­

nished by· the orchestra. Refreshments were served at 

the Cafe de B1 rank and. we re very fine." ( SCJ W Thurs-

day, March 22, 1888) 
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CHAPTER III THE EAS'.l.' EUROPEAN JEWS 
~ --IQll ---............__.. 

J11IWM ABOUT 1888 to 1896 ---·----

The heavy immigration from :mast :r.nurope in the 

early '80s of the last century had a tremendous in­

fluence on the development of the west. 1Hnding 

it difficult to eke out a livelihood at the ports 

where their ships originally do eked, the Jew became 

the wanderer, wandering from place to place un:til 

ultimately· he hoped to find a permanent refuge for 

himself and pos si'bly his family if he had one. 

About 1888, some of the Russian refugees, who 

were still penetrating the globe in grou1'8 searching 

work, rest and peace, ohano ed to land in Sioux City. 

From that time onward the Orthodox Jewry of that 

oi ty kept: pace with all the larger Jewries of Iowa. 

There could not possibly have been any form of com­

pro m:ise between the .Americtm:ized G·ermans or G·errnan­

ized Lithuanians and the pau;perized H.ussians or 

Hussianized paupers at the time of the latter 1 s ar-

rival. Although a.11 of them were Jews, they·, nev<::ir­

theless, were as far apart as the poles in their 

religious convictions, mannerism and dress. The 

Chassidic imrnigran t would no more yield to partalce 

I. 
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of a meal which was not prepared according to the 

Dietary Laws than would his more fortunate American 

brother consent to go to Russia and become prey to 

the remorseless mob of' th,e czar's domain. They could 

neither eat nor worship together. Deep in the bottom 

of' their hearts, however, there lay that unity that 

is basic with all ~Tews. The Ohassid pitied. his Am-

erioan brother because the latter failed to wear 

fringes (:Zizith) or Tefilin (Phylacteries) as much as 

he hims elf was pitied :for not having a. place to rest 

his head upon. 

The Russian, Polish and Houmanian Jews did not 

then depend upon the aid of their wealthier brethren. 

They at one e went to work. And while they c oulci not 

boast of great wealth. they could, nevertheless, pride 

themselves in what they accomplished in but one decade. 

VJithout equivocation, it can be said that the orthodox 

Jews of Sioux City, on the average, were the poorest 

Jewish inhabitants in Iowa, yet they were all content 

becau.se of the liberty and concord they enjoyed. rrhey 

were all making a living wi·thout being in danger of 

'being deprived of the little they had gotten, and they 

had considerably more than they ever could have hoped 

for in the lands o.f persecution from which they had 

originated. Yet, the :re were some of them who figureci 

:prominently among the business men of Sioux City, ard 
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if all who were from the same lands of torture and 

deprivation would not Germanize themselves, their 

average wealth had. increas®d by leaps and b0uncls 
' 

and. among tb.em were to be found quite a number of 

the aristocracy of the Sioux Oity Jewry. 

Our only sou.roe again for this period is not 

to be found in any congregational minutes but in 

th~'3 f'ai thful Siou:K City newspapers Which carry 

varioug itemsi of interest for us. The first real 

contact that we have with the early orthodox com­

munity is in connection with tha burial of a Mrs. 

Marcus Cohen. Says the Sioux City· Journal on May 

28, 1893: 11Mrs. Cohen who was so terribly burned 

died at 10:00 Friday night. The funeral will be 

held at 9: 30 this morning and the body Will be 

interred at Mt. Sinai Cemet0ry. The family are 

Jews of the strictest sect and. all the Orthodo:x: 

Hebrew Customs a.re being carried out. Mrs. Cohen 

was the mother of three young children." Agaj.n 

on .May 29, ·18ti3, the following day, the abov'' men­

t:.l oned newspaper carried the following story: 

''Mrs. M. M. Cohen who was fa tally burned on ~1riday 

was laid away in Mt. Sinai Cemetery yesterday ac­

cording to the Jewish custom. A great rm;i.ny of the 

Hebrews who are among the older residents of Sioux 
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City belong to the reformed branDh of Modern Jews 

and believe in conforming somewhat in their religious 

a·bservt-1.nces to the customs of the country, i:P. which 

they live. As for instance in observing the sabbath 

on Sunday. The Cohens_ howeve~, are of the most 

Orthodox sect and everything in connection with 

the last sad rites of Mrs. Cohen was in accordance 

with the ancient customs. 

TTJSfo co:t':fin was employed and. the 'body was 

wra:p:ped. in muslin. It was conveyed to the cemetery 

in the usual underta:ker' s box and in a Hearse but 

when the cemetery was r€:'Ja.ched, it was taken from 

this box and lowered into the grave which contained 

a box without a bottom. A sack of earth was placed 

:for the head to rest upon. 

"~L1he attendance at the f'·uneral was very large, 
I 

nearly all th<~ Jews· of Sioux City assuring the family 

'b;y 'their pre:i.lenoe o:f sympathy in their terrible af­

fliction." 

Orthodox Jewry lost very little time in es­

tablishing for themselves a religious center. From 

practically the first a.ay in Sioux City WO have 

records of the Jews holding Orthodox services on 

all the major holidays in the Jewish calendar~ It 

is difficult, howe~er, to determine who was the 
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first rabbi who served the early congregation since 

very little distinction was made between a. Rabbi 

and a shochet. At least as far back as 1894, there 

was an orthodox olergyman in town whese name was 

Abraham Dunya. It seems :from what could 'be gather­

ed :from some of the men who remembered that he 

acted in the capacity of both schochet and rabbi 

in the orthodox sense. Likewise a Rabbi Jacobson 

who came to town about this time served in the 

same capacity. The above two names are best known 

for the marriages they perf'orined. However, for 

the most part, the orthodox Jew went to Council 

Bluffs, Iowa or Omaha, Nebraslca for weddings and 

the like. 

Inspite of all the disadvantages that 'met the 

orthodox Jew who came to Sioux City, the Jews set 

to work to form one orthodox congregation. This 

was accomplished basically in 1896 w:l th the filing 

of the .Articles of Incor.poration of the Adas Jesh­

urun Congregation. It seems odd to find that the 

congregation reincorporated themselves but five 

years later. It seems logical to conclude that 

they completely forgot about the first incorpora­

tion. (See Appendix ll and 12 :for Articles of 

Incorporation) It is likewise interesting to find 

that many 0£ the early reformers in Sioux City, 
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supported the orthodox synagogue since it was a 

predecessor of the ~ft. Sinai Congregation. 

"Dedication exercises of the Hebrew .Adas 

Jeshux·un Church 11
, said the Sioux City Journal 

of August 14, 1899, "1214 Seventh Streett ware 

held yesterday afternoon. After short exercises, 

which were conduct_ed by Rabbi S. Simon, at the 

old church, a rented building at 511 Iowa Street, 

the key of the new church was sold to the highest 

bidder, H. I1evine, for $16. Proceeding to the new 

church, the congregation was admitted by Mr. Le­

vine, WhG had the hono:t:' of opening the do or and 

being the first to enter. In the church service 

were addresses by Rabbi s. Simon, H. Laving, presi­

dent; A.L. Galinsky, Vice President; J.M~ Cohen, 

A.L. Fribourg, Dr. M.E. Silver, J.D. Nattleson of 

Omaha, and Ji. TJipshu.tz of Ohioago, formerly of this 

city. After the addresses, all of which had refer­

ence to the new church and the organization, the 

usua.l ceremony of the Hebrew Ohu.rch was performed .• 

"The new church cost the members $3, 500 for 

repairs and improvements and for the lot on which 

it stands. It was formerly the Pilgrim Oongrega­

ti ona l Church a.ni has been ex·t ens i ve ly re mo de led. 

It will seat 350 persons. The congregation, which 
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numbers less than 100, believes it has done ex­

ceedingly well to raise this amount of money f'or 

church purposes. J.D. Nattleson, who was instru­

mental in carrying on a vigorous canvass for funds 

among the members, was able to be in the city yes­

terday and for that reason in order to give him an 

opportunity to be pr ewent at the dedication. so 

that he might reoei ve proper credit, the church 

was dedicated two weeks earlier than was at first 

expected. 

"Regular services in the church will ·be held 

for the first time next Saturday morning at 10 

o'clock. At yesterday's exercises the Fourth Regi-

ment orchestra furnished the mu.sic. 

"The members were seated in the gallery at 

the rear of the church. Underneath the gallery are 

two small rooms which will be used in connection 

with the church work. ~'he main room, which was 

well fi.lled with church members and others, was 

decorated in f'ron t with two .American flags. On 

the altar were potted plants. In the evening a 

supper ana. dance was given by the Hebrew r~aa.ies' 

.l!1 riendship a.ssoeiation (an orthodox woman's or .. 

ganization) in Nora.manna Hall, 1111 Fourth Street.'' 

It should be mentioned in connection with 



Adas Jeshurun tbat in addition to the synagogue 

which wa.s remodeled from a former church, the 

Orthodox Jews also built beneath the synagogue 

in the basement a Mikveh. 

In oha.ri ty and in helping newcomers who met 

with a fate similar to their own, the orthodox 

element was foremost among the orthodox Jews in 

Iowa, and their sincerity in retaining· Orthodoxy 

120. 

as their standard cannot be questioned.. Promin­

ent among these Jews were: the K:rugers, Brod.keys, 

Barons, Prusiners, Isaac Gottstein, son of Simon 

Gottstein, one of the pioneers of Des Moines, Hyman 

Levin and g_uite a few others. Most of the younger 

element worlted in factories, shops, packing houses 

and. the like, while some resorted to farming and 

did g_ui te well. There were also many clerks, 

stenographers, tailors and shoemakers among them. 

Yet there war~ aleo quite a percentage, and large 

at that, of peddlers and mo re than a. few second­

hand dealers of all kinds among them. On the 

whole only praise can ·be bestowed upon them for 

their rapid accomplishments when their condition 

at the time of their arrival is taken under con­

sideration. 

The Hebrew Charity Association was basically 
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an :mast I~uropean ins ti tu.ti on w.hi ch the early ortho­

dox Jews found necessary to esta:blish on November 

15, 1892. As far back as 1894 we fihd the Hebrew 

Charity Ball which was given under the auspices of 

the United Hebr0w Charity Association. (SCJ Thurs­

day, November 29, 1894) The names of the members of 

the various commit tees for this ball are still ex­

tant thanks to the newspaper. They are: 

Arrangements J. Kauffman, Joe Kreuger, I. Lipsohi tz, 
s. Gottstein. 

Reception -- W. Goldfein, H. Lewin, I. Gottatein, D. 
cooper. 

Floor Conunittee ...,_ Jl1red Cain, W.H. Brawley, Joe Heller, 
Joe Schwartz 

Door Committee -- A. Kreuger, IvI. Brodkey 

'.rhe United. Hebrew Charity .Associa.ti.on through 

its secretary, S.J. Cohen sent money to the various 

hospitals in town. They also decided in 1898 that 

any mem'ber who enlisted in the United States army 

to engage in the war with Spain would. racei ve :~26 

a month from the association, and. all dues of such 

members would be remitted during their war service. 

~rhe officers during the year 1898 were as follows: 

A.L. Galinsky, president; Sam Rosen, Vice-president; 

s. Cohen, treasurer; H. Mushkin, secretary. ~'he 

local organization also had. eighty-eight mem'bers. 

(SOJ Tuesday, May 10, 1898) 
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Other social organizations which might be mention­

ed were the Hebrew Social Club and.the Young Zionists 

of' Sioux City. Very little is known of' the fun.ctions 

and dates of their founding. The latter, however, 

became a determin:lng factor in the organization of 

a local oh.apter of the Zionist Organization of 

.Ameri oa in later times. It was founded in 1905 

chiefly through the ef:fo rts o:t: Bi1rney Baron, Ben 

Pru.sine r, Ii. A. Baron am I,. Krueger. :J:i1rom all 

available records it seems to be the oldest con-

tinu.ally f1mctioning Zionist organization in the 

state. 
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We have already discussed the early background, 

founding am. two of' the early rabbis of the Mt. Sinai 

Congregation. It should, however, be pointed out 

thl.it the congregation dic:1. not maintain a paid or 

professional choir from its early beginnings. The 

success of a volunteer choir was another tribute to 

the hearty spirits of the members. '.r11e congregation 

was extremely forttmate in having among their members 

trained. musioians who were willing to put their 

talents at the service of the congregation. Mrs. 

Abe Davidson ana. Mrs. Emil Hosenstook both of whom 

had ]]uropean musical ed.ucations, devoted their time 

and training to beautifying the service in the Temple. 

Mrs. Abe Davia.son was always read.y to contribute to 

the general pleasure with her skill on the piano, 

as several highly successful musicales una.er the 

auspices of the r,ad.ies' Auxi1J.ary testified. The 

S'tmday School was likewise one of the leading ao·· 

ti vi ti es of 1\II"t. Sinai Congregation. Several of the 

ladies stood. by the rabbi in his efforts to teach 

the children something of Judaism. Mrs. A.L. JJ1 ri-

bourg and Mrs. Edna Becker in the past had been 

particularly enthusiastic ana.. steady in this splendid. 
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work. The success.of their efforts was attested both 

by the large attendance from the congregation and f:i:·om 

othe:tt• Jewish :families, and. by the spirit infused into 

the children. They grew to feel that Sunday School 

was an event of pleasure and of importa.nc e, and that 
~ ' 

the ohil<lren would no (loubt grow u:p under this influ-

ence as sincere, devoted Jews and Jewesses. 

The first president of .Mt. Sinai Congregation 

and one o:f the leaders in erecting tb.is place of wor­

ship was .Mr. Sig. Schulein. Mr. Schulein was one of 

the pi one ere of Sioux City, being one of the leading 

merchants in the city's infancy, when Ind.i an scares 

were common and. railroads had not yet reached Sioux 

City. Re was one of the most progressive business 

men during the period. of the city's growth, and was 

a:ffiliat ed with its prosperity through his large 

real estate holdings. Mr. Schulein.was one of the 

representative citizens, having grown in honor and 

d:tgni ty with the la:ps e of' years. He was one of the 

prom:i.nent members of the Masonic order in that sec­

tion of the country, as well as being one of the 

old.est J'ewish lVfa.sons in the Middle West, one of their 

most active leaders, ana. the recipient of the 33rd 

degree in recognition o:f his distinguished service 

to the order. 

i 
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Mr. A.Ii. JJ1ribourg succeeded .Mr. Schulein as presi­

dent, and continued tbe work ably and effici entl;y-. Mr. 

1!1ribourg was a graduate of the Colrunbia Law School, in 

New York City·, and as member of the firm of Renders on 

& Fribourg, was one of the leading attorneys in Sioux 

City. During the twenty-:fi ve years in which he lived 

in Sioux City he affiliated himself with every type 

of Jewish and. civic activity. He was president of the 

local chapter of ·the LO .. B.B .. , a member of the Board 

of Directors of Mt. Sinai 1'emple, a 33rd degree Mason, 

a member of the controlling board of the Sioux City 

P.ubl1c Library and one of the directors of the Sioux 

Gi ty Associated Chari ties. He was also vice-president 

of the Sioux Oity· Hebrew Institute. A group of dis-

tinctions like these show completely Mr. 1Pribourg's 

varied interests, the effectiveness of his efforts, 

and the general recognition which he received. Men 

of his stamp, full of Jewish feeling and. of var:Led 

abilities, were representative of the early Jew in 

Sioux City. 

Suo oeeding lVIr •. Ji'ri bou.rg in 1904, Mr. Charles Wise 

held the office until he left the city. Mr. Wise was 

born in Cincinnati and h 1:.l.li tb.e good fortune to be a 

pt!;pil of the great teacher, Habbi Isaac Mayer Wise. 

He carried these teachings wi·th him when he ca.me to 
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Sioux City in 1867 and was one of the leaders in Jew­

i ah affairs from the very beginning of his residence. 

He was active in build.ing the Temple and continued hie 

interest from its founding until he left Sioux Oity. 

The presid.enc}y· of Mount Sinai Congregation provided 

.Mr. Wise with a natural outlet for the Jewish activi·ty 

which he aJ.ways manifest ed. .He was liberal in con tri­

buting to every type of' charity, local and general, 

Ort.hodox and Heform. '.I.1he Temple under his leadership 

flourished greatly· and he contributed in no small 

measure to its upbuilding. 

It would be un:t'air to mention JVIr. Wise alone, as 

his whole family was always prominent in J.oca.1 Jewish 

af.fairs. His wife, 1vrrs. Charles Wise, was one of the 

charter members of the I1ailies' Aid. Society, and took 

a lead.ing part in all its activities since that time, 

while his daughter, Mrs. :mana '.Becker, was a valu.ed 

assistant in the Sunday School, and was p:resid.ent 

for a time of the Ladies' Aid Society. Even after 

leaving Sioux City, Mr. Wise still kept u:p ~is c9n­

tacts with the community by still maintaining his 

membership on the Board of· ~rrustees o:f the Temple. 

After Mr. Wise left, Mr. Dave Davidson, a member 

of the firm of' :David.son J3ros'. Company 'became thE'J in­

cumbent f'or the of:fice of :presid.ent. Mr. David.son 

" I.I 
11 



~ - .•.•.. ,. .. , \ .;r: 

127. 

was an active menmer of the Board of Trustees under 

Mr. Wise, and thus made an ideal president for the 

congregation. In deepest sympathy with Heform Ju.d-

aism, and nevertheless possessing an unusually strong 

sympathy with Orthodox Jua.aism, he was as popular 

with the orthodox community as he was with the members 

of Mt. Sinai Congregation. 

Mr. Davidson was president of the Sioux City 

Commercial Club. in which capacity he strengthened 

that ;i.nsti tution to a consid.erable extent ancl enlarged. 

the scope of its influence. The position gave him 

the honor of introducing Mr. Theodore Roosevelt to 

a great non-partisan audience when .that distinguish­

ed gentleman was on his western trip. 

Mr. Dave Davidson was in every respect one of 

the thoroughly representative men of whose enterprise 

and public spirit the community was justly proud. 

Whether within or without the Jewish cornrnunity· state­

ments to the e:f'fect that Mr. Davidson was the most 

popular man in Sioux City were frequently heard. Such 

a statement cannot be :proven with algebraical exacti-
that 

tu.de, but/such a statement should be current is suf-

ficient testimony in itself to the worth of any· man, 

and that it should be ourren t of the p:residen t was 

a source of legitimate :pride to every member of JVIt. 
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Sinai Con.gregation. 

Serving with Mr. Dave Davidson in office was 

Mr. Herman Galinsky, a respected member of' the com­

munity, whose Wife also was Presid.ent of the Ladies' 

Aia. Society. Mr. Galinsky in his own right has 

proven to be a man of excellent character and devoted 

servant to the ~~emple. I:Ie is at present one of the 

few life members on the Temple Board. Along With him 

are his older brother_ A.L. Galinsky, a most promin-

ent business man and. devoted Jew whose 'business abil-

i ty ha~ earned. him the admiration of all in Sioux 

City. Along with the two Galinsky brothers who are 

li:t'e members of the Board. is Mr. :Ben Schulein, son 

o:f the first president, Sigmund Schulein. At pres-

ent JVIr. Schulein is a retired business man and is 

actively engaged in working for the Temple and. all 

other Jewish organizations in town including B'nai 

J3ri th a.nd Zionist Organization. Mr. Sohulein is 

the oldest living native-born Sioux City Jew. 

One of the most aoti ve men in the history of 

Mt. Sinai Congregation and one who should no·t be 

forgotten was Mr. Joseph IJevinger, fa.the r of H.a:bbi 

Lea J. I.evinge r. Mr. r~evinger was one· of the Jewish 

· pioneer's in South Daleo ta_ Where he lived for many 

years in Mitchell. He was born in Iiaupheim, Wurtem-

I 
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berg, on March 28, 1858, and came to America at the 

age of 20, after having been rejected for the German 

army because of defective eye sigh·t. Re came at that 

time ( 1879) to Mi tohell, South Dakota, to clerk in 

a store belongi.ng to a distant relative. He visi·ted 

Germany some years later, when he 'became engaged to 

Anna Levinger, his first cousin. She followed him 

back to this country, and they were married in 1888 

in Newark, New Jersey, leaving at once for the terri-

tory of Ida.ho, where Mr. I.ievinger and two of his 

brothers had established a business. 

Say·s ltabbi Lee J. :Levi.nger :i.n a latter, 0 I was 

born in the mining camp of :Burke, Idaho, in 1890. The 

village was a tiny collection ot· houses clinging to Ii 
the sides of the canyon, while the railroad went 

through the cen'ter on a single track. The miners 

lived ba.ok in the hills and oame to town to the sto:re 

and many saloons. My father was store-keeper, post~ 

master, and justice of the peace; he was known to 

be one of the few men Who never carried a gun, and 

who in oonseq11enae was never held up, even t·hough he 

cashed many checks fo.r ·~he miners and had a safe 

:full of money for the purpose. 

"Unfortuna.tely, he could not stand the extreme 

altitude 'because of his heart, so he returned. to 

I 
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Mitchell, South Dakota, where he went into business in 

1892. ~rhe hard times of the 90' s wiped. him out, as 

so marry others; his final move was to Sioux Oi ty in 

1893, taking a position at Davidson's. He died in 

Sioux City on August 17, 1926 at the age of 68. 

"In Mitchell he had "been a member of the oi ty 

council. In Sioux City, however, his chief interest 

was in Mt. Sinai Temple. Be became secretary of ·the 

congregation shortly after his arrival to the city 

and held the position over twenty years, u.n·til a 

cataract and the need. for an operation made it im­

possible for him to carry on. My mother was active 

in the Sisterhood, and was its first president after 

Mrs. J •. lVJ:. Cohen, the founder, left the city. She was 

also treasurer o.f the Sioux City Women's Club for a 

number of years. 

"lvfy father was connected with Davidson's f'or al­

most 27 years, for much of that time as merchandise 

manager for the entire store. He was founder and presi-

dent of the Employees Benefit Association. He left 

two children, myself and. my 'brother Harold W4 JJevinger, 

born in Mi tohell, and now residing in Yankton, Sou.th 

Dakota. My mother survived" him by 14 years, n 

The Bot1rd of Directors of Mo1mt Sinai Congregation 

J.1 .. 
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have oomplete control of congregational affairs. In 

this respect, as in many others, Mt. Sinai Congrega­

tion may be prou.d of its advanced position. The con­

gregation had complete confidence in. its Board of 

Directors who administered its affairs with sagacity 

and skill. Everyone of the men on the Board have 

and had. the cause of the congregation deeply at heart 

and. each one did his share in supporting the congrega­

·ti on, not .only :financially, but with unsparing ex-

pendi tur e of time and with lavish use of the ability 

of each. 

The first permanent Rabbi of Mt. Sinai Oongre-

gation was H.eib'bi Emil Ellinger, of whom we had occas-

ion to speak in Chapter Two, who csine to Sioum: Oi·ty 

in 1899. He turned over the leadership of t~e young 

oommuni ty to llabbi Joseph Leiser in 1900. The two 

years of Rabbi Leiser's ministry were marked by in­

tense congregational aoti vi ty and he deserves much 

of the credit for the 'builciing of the Terrwle in the 

year 1900. The bu:i.lding, as has been noted previous­

ly, was opened for holiday services in the fall of 

1901. 

On Rabbi Leiser's departure the congregation 

invited its new ra.b bi from the Hebrew Union College. 

In all, up to the year 1916, this institution sent 
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three of its graduates directly· to Sioux City, where 

they ha..ve all been eventually successful in th.eir 

effort. 

Rabbi Eugene Marinheimer, the fi.Jt'St of the Hebrew 

Union College graduates, W$.S 1with the congregation 

for three years, ap:proxima tely from 1902-1905. Hab bi 

Manrlheime:r was born November 3, 1880 at H.ochester, 

N'ew York. He was the son of Sigmund Mannheimer. He 

was ed.ucated at the public schools of Cincinnati, Ohio, 

the University of CinoLnnati, where he received his 

Bachelor of .Arts degree ancl the Hebrew Union College 

from which he received his rabbinical degree. (A.J. 

Y.:B. 5664-1903-04) When Habbi Mannheimer was oallerl 

to Des Moines, Iowa, Rabbi J'oseph Rauch, now in 

Louisville, Kentucky, received the call to Slowe 

City. 

During the seven years which he spent in Sioux 

Oi ty, Rabbi Rauch endeared hirnse lf to all the J'ewish 

people and al.so made himself prominent in oivio 

affairs. He identified hi.mself', first, with every 

type of Jewish interest. Under his leadersh:lp .Mt. 

Sinai Congregation grew in size, activity, and en-

thusiasm, the Sunday school attracted more children 

and held a stronger bond, Jewish charitable enter­

prises found Sioux City peo. pl e more ready ·to respond 
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than ever before. A mere list o:f his activities shows 

the energy and. 'breadth of sym;pathy which Rabbi 11auch 

carried to his work. He was a leading mernb er of tlin.e 

B 'nai Bri th, one of the earnest supporters o:f the 

Free ,Jewish Library and a fai th:f'ul worker in its 

night school. He was one of the advocates of the 

commis Ed. on :form of government for Sioux City, one of 

the speakers for a county tuberculosis hospital, an 

ardent worker in the movement against child labor, 

addressing the city Federation of Women's Clubs on 

that subject, and always actively interested in the 

work of the public schools. In this connection he 

·labored against prejudice wherever engendered, was 

successful in eliminating the 11Merohan t of Venice" 

from the High school curriculum, and conducted a 

valuable investigation into the various ailments 

(.A.deno:id.s, weak eyes, etc.) of Jewish school children. 

Many children were substantially aided toward becoming 

useful citizens by his quiet, friendly aid. Habbi 

Hauo h was prorninen t in educational af:t'airs generally, 

being a continual adviser in regard ·to schools and 

library. His activlties were so diverse as to make 

him a lea.ding patron of' the I1ocal Newsboys' Associa­

tion and a :prominent member of the Masonic Order. 

In view of all this, it was with the greatest regret 
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as well as the best wishes for the future that the 

congregation released him to accept the pulpit of 

Temple Adath Israel, in Louisville, Kentucky. 

According to Rabbi Levinger, in a letter re­

miniscing on the early days of the Temple he says 

that it was Rabbi Rauch who made many cba.nges in the 

Temple ritual. He oha:nged services from Sunday to 

1Prida.y night. He made a rad.ical change by introduc­

ing a Torah into the Temple, which hitherto was not 

known. It was li1cewise in his time that the handf'ul 

o:e German Jews received important accretions of 

Russian Jews o.f orthodox background into the congre­

gation. In Habbi Levinger's words: "He really 

brought the congregation in line with the Union 

brand o:f. reform. n 

Upon the departure of Rabbi Rauch, tho pulpit 

was ooc11pied by Maurice M. Mazure, a graduate of 

Hebrew Union College and a young man of consid.i:.:Jra bl e 

attainment. :During Rabbi M.a.zure 's tenure of the 

pulpit for some four years, from 1912-1916, he 

carried on consistently· the best traditions of the 

congregation and was instrumental in forming the 

Jewish I~ducation .Alliance, of which he was first 

president. Rab bi lvfazure in 1916 severed his connect ... 
\ 

ions to the regret of the congregation in order to 
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accept the pulpit of Congregation "Tree of Life n of 

Pittsburgh, l?a. He is now serving in Greenville, s.o. 

Upon the d.eparture of Habbi Mazure, the pul:pi t 

was then tend.ered to Rabbi Emanuel Sternheim who 

held the posi tio.n from 1916 throug;h 1920. 

H.abbi :mma.nuel St er.nheim was born in London, Eng-

land, June 13, 1882, the son of J·aco·b Sternheim, for 

many years investigating agent for the Jewish Assoc-

iation :for the protection of girls and women. Dr. 

Sternheim reoei ved his education at various elemen-

tary echo ols in l~onclon, subsequently at the Whit echapel 

JPoundation School, later at University College, 1~ondon, 

and subsequently at various J~uropean UniverBities; 

J~nglana., :.Belgimn and Germany. :Or. Ste:r.nheim was 

trained for social work and was connected for many 

yei:..trs with Cl.1oyn·bee Ha.11, Iiondon. l:ie was also a pioneer 

in the first Jewish J~iberal Movement in England. I~ike·­

wise, he was secretary of the Jew:i.sh Helig:Lous Union 

for five years and an official lecturer in a movement 

si.milar to the: American Chautauqua, the Natinnal Home 

l\ea.d.ing 'Onion. Dr. Sternheim came to .America ca. 1910 

and was irmnediatel;y made the head worker with the 

Oounci 1 lTiduoa.ti anal Alli Emo e in Cleveland, Ohio t a 

large soc:tal settlement (J.911·<1912). Ji1or one year 

he served as rabbi in Greenville, :Mississippi (1913 ... 
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1914). And before ooming to Sioux City, he was 

rabbi of Congregation B 'nai Israel in Baton Houge, 

Louisiana, 1915-16. lVIany were the accomplishments 

of Dr. Sternheim before and after he came to Sioux 

City. 

Habbi Sternheim entered upon his duties under 

very favorable circumstances ancl under the joint 

leadership of Mr. Dave Davidson aa President and 

Hiabbi s·ternheim as reli gi.ow:1 guide, high hopes were 

entertained. for the :future of the congregation, as 

a potent force, not alone in the life of Siot1x 

City Jewry, but in the Wider sphere of the life of 

the whole community. 
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It is interesting to mark the development of' a 

city and its people :from its earliest beginnings to 

tl!ne present day. Jewish a.evelopment is likewise in­

teresting to trac 0, during the one hundred. years of 

its exl.s t enc e in Sioux City, Iowa. From a small 

handful of pers o:ns in 187 7 which amounted to some 

48 souls, t,he city g1•ew rapidly· until in 1918 the 

Jewish population had risen to 2500, and in 1945 

to approximately 3000. 

The Jews did not enter into politics too readily 

'but were content to make their living pursuing some 

line of' business. Mr. Herman Slotsky is the only 

Jewish individual to hold the office oi: assistant 

oi ty· attorney, and this would measure to a great de­

gree the poJ.itical life of' the Jew in SiO'llX Gity. 

In the business world the Jew held his own and. 

was and is to this very day respected. fol: his a.'bili ty. 

The main industry in Sioux. C:l.ty, :from which many of 

its inhabitants earn a JJ. ve liho od is the P.a.oking 

House ind.us try. '.11here are a number of Jews in this 

business either owning the enter:pris es ou.tri ght or 

being employed in killing be of or dis tri·buting same. 

- -. 
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The general merchandising field is sti 11 popu­

lF-tr with many Jews as is the clothing industry, retail 

end. Mr. A .• Ii. Galinsky runs the bj.ggest fruit house 

in the United States ana. enjoys the reputation of 

being one of the finest business mi.nds in Sioux City. 

The Sioux City· Brewing Company is likewise owned by 

a m.unber of J·ews and has been one of the sole dis-

tributing companies i:or the sale of beer in ·the 

Sioux Oi ty area. The wholesale and. retai 1 grocery 

line are also f'avori te ocou:pations of. the Jews. B. 

Baron and So1ns have a chain of' retai 1 stores through­

out the city while Sam Cohen and L.J. Kaplan run 

two of the biggest wholesale grocery com:pani es within 

the radius of Sioux City. Mr. L.J. Kutcher, presi-

dent of' K & K Coro;pany and. the Dakota :Distributing 

Company shou.ld also be noted., for he :r:·uns so .. :me of 

the 'biggest stores in the small towns outside of 
I 

Sio1n1.: City, in Iowa, South J)akota and. Minnesota. 

J.J.,. Levitt, now reti:t'e<'l., (no relation to man 

in Haddock Murder Case) is another of Siou:x Oi·ty' s 

prominent Jewish business leaders. He o:perated a 

lea.ding loan and investment business which has now 

been handed dowr:i. to his two sons and daughter, Meyer, 

·nave and Helen respeotive1y • 

. Il'or 30 yea rs John JJands'burg and his brother 

I 
. I 



139. 

Max Ginsburg have run a fruit brokerage and. have 

been very successful in all their undertakings. 

--~~--~----

A dealer in real estate and bonds, Arthur San­

ford has won the title of Sioux City·'s "biggest. 

landlord 11
, opera ting some of th.e largest properties 

in the city. He made his home in Sioux City for 

the past 20 years and has been very active in civic -

affairs. There are other men that could be mentioned, 

for example, Ben Sohulein who also owns a great deal 

of property in Sioux Ci ·ty and who now devotes the 

greater part of his time looking after his interests. 

In the professional field the Jews also play an 

active role. There are a number of doctors, lawyers, 

dentists and attorneys who made a great success in 

Sioux City and who have continued to live the re over 

a long perioc.1. of time gaining the respect and admirt-i­

tion of the populace. 

The Jews are likewise active in the printing, 

scrap metal, jewelry, fur, harness making, gasoline 

and tire, automobile, farming, foundry, florist, 

advertising, insurance, and. many other b1.1sinesses 

too ntunerous to mention. 

] 1rom 1920 to the present day, the Mount Sinai 

Congregation has engaged seven ra.bM.s, most of whom 
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left Siou:x: City for bigger positions. 11abbi Raphael 

Gold.enstein served the congregation for one year 

(1~20-21}, Habbi Islh.dore Isaacson, for four years 

( 19 22-26} and it was during his t ewiure of office that 

the annex to the ~Vemple was built. J.i1ollowing H.a'bbi 

Isaacs on who left for a pulpit in California was 

Ra:bbi Theodore N. JJewis who served the congregation 

faithfully for nearly ten years, (1927-38) and who 

is now located in Brooklyn, N. Y. Ra'bbi Albert s. 

Goldstein then followed. He is now serving in the 

chaplaincy of the Uni tea. States Army and j,s the re-

gular rab"bi o:f the congregation on leave of absence. 

To fill this position, the Re'brew Union College has 

sent three other men to ·this pulpit among whom are 

Rabbi Bernard. H. I1evine, now in the chaplaincy, Rabbi 

Theodore Wiener, now in Port Arthur, Texas and. Martin 

I. Hinohin, a student sent out on license by the 

Hebrew Union College to serve for one year. Edward 

Zarin is at present serving the congregation for 

1945-46 as a licensed rabbi. 

Mt. Sinai Congregation not onJ.y· maintains a 

rabbi with services on Friday evening and holidays but 

likewise a Sunday school whi oh is supported 'by the 

Sisterhood, which is affiliated With the :National 

:B1edera.tion of Temple Sisterhoods. The Brotherhood, 
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found.ad in 1923, is also affiliated With the National 

organization and. is purely a sooial orgamzation. 

Its past president was Ben Kalin a prominent business 

man in Sioux City. The present president of the 

Sisterhood is Mrs. lVf.eyer I1evitt and the present presi­

dent of the Brotherhood is Mr. Leo Chaiken. 

The Oonserva.ti ve Movement in. Sioux Ci 4Y is fairly 

recent. It can only be traced back as far as 1914 

when a group of men of far-sighted vision thought it 

practical to raise their children in a slightly less 

strict religious manner than they had been raised. 

~1hey thereu;pon broke away from their orthodox brethren 

and founded. their own synagogue wh:lch they called 

the United. Sy·nagogue. Their first rabbi was Rabbi 

1v1eyer Wa:xman, author of' the four volume work LJ~­

tory o:f Jewish Literature. They held holiday ser----.. ·"*·- '"' t•• '"' 

vie es and. J11ri day evening services at the orthodox 

synagogue Adas Jeshurun. IJ.'he movement was, however, 

not very successful and. as a result, this small group 

was f'o reed to disband some going back to their ortho­

dox brethren while others joined the Reform congre~ 

gation. 

This arrangement was still unsatisfactory .and in 

1925 a small group of men and women joined. together 

and founded the present oonserva·ti ve group uncler ·the 
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name Sha.are Zion Synagogue. (See Appendix 13 & 14) 

They called Rabbi Ryman H.abinowitz, a man of scholar­

ship, to their pul:pi t and he has remained with them 

to this a.a;y". 

Ins trurnen tal in f'ounding th:LE1 · o ongrega ti on were 

men like Barney Baron, :Dr. Ivr. Helfgott, Ni:.:i.than I?ickus, 

A. Mazie and J. N. Kreuger. Cf.1he charte:tr.· membershi.p 

was 80. 

For two years the congregation rented a building, 

but during that time :plans had been laid. and were being 

carried out for an elaborate new building. In 1927 the 

new synagogue was formall;sr cledicated, with .Mr. Barney 

Baron, who was ohai rman of thE3 build.ing cornmi tte e, and 

H.abbi Rabiil.owi tz taktng prominent parts and. with Rabbi 

O.H. Kauvar of Denver as principal speaker. 

In 1937 the congregation celebrated the tenth 

anniversary of the ded:Lca ti on with services as nearly 

similar as possible. RabM. Kauvar was aga:ln the guest 

speaker. 

It is. interesting to note here that rnany of the 

members oi:' the Temple, dissatisfied with things as 

they were in the Temple, resigned an<l prooeed.ed to be-

oome members o:f. the newl;y· :f:'ormed congregation. Yet 

to this very day they· support in a sma.11 WfZW the acti vi-
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ties and the Temple itself. 

The :Cadies r Auxiliary of' Sha.are Zion preceded tbe 

' establishment of the congregation itself. The ladies 

were practically interested in the building of a 

synagogue and. organized. themselves for that purpose 

in 1923. Soon they were able to buy a lot, Which 

they presented to the congregation as a site for the 

synagogue which was to be built. 

1!1or a time, the Shaare Zion Synagogue housed the 

Sioux City Talmud Torah, which was .first .formed in 

1908, bµt later almost died out and was reorganized 

in 1912 under· the leadership o:f Sam 1~1pman, R.H. :mm .. 

lain, Nathan Piokus, Dr. Helfgott, Abe Goodsite, Bar­

ney }3aron a.nd J'ake J:1onclon. 

We have already spoken of the d.evelopment of' or-

thodo:x:y in Siou:x City in a previous chapter. At pre-

sent the re are three orthod.ox synagogues in Sioux 

City all under the supervision of Rabbi s. Bolotnikov ... 

Even befo:r.e Mt. Sinai Temple had be en completely 

formed, Jews :from Russia, Poland and Houmania had. been 

coming to Sioux City. They were sincere in their de-

sire for orthodox worship. In 1888, in spite of the 

fact that they were undergoing many struggles finan­

cially·, they formed Congregation Adas Jeshurun. ~rhey 
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maintained a rabbi :f.rorn those days beginning with 

Habbi Simon u.p until the p:t'esent !11:.1.y. Su.oh men as 

Rabb:Ls, Sha:P.iro, Kopstein, Matlin, Braver ana. Bolotr:d.kov 

served. the orthodox community fai thfu.11.y. 

Another orthodox oongrega ti on was .formed in Siou:x: 

City in 1907 under the name of Ti.f'ereth Israel. ~L1hi 8 

congregation had about 30 charter members and felt 

strong enough to erect a synagogue building on the 

west side of town where the Jews were rapidly sett-ling. 

Mr. Sam :Lipman was one of' the leaders in the t'ounding 

o:f, this group, which, although it began with great 

inde.bt edness, has carried. on through the years. At 

:present two o:f the west side sy·nagogues, Ti:f.ereth 
' 

Israel and Beth Abraham have effected. a merger which 

was beneficial to both~ 

Congregation Beth Abraham was the third orthodox 

congregation established in Sioux City, although it 

tend.ad to oonserv·atism. Begun in 1910 as an o:f.fshoot 

of T.i.fereth Israelt the Beth Abraham group soon were 

able to buy· and rernode 1. a building at West 6th and 

Oook Streets. By 1915 they had 75 members. Mr. I. 

Heiff'el was instrumental in the establishment of' this 

group. 

Al though Beth Abraham congregati. on today numbers 

only 25 members, they· are still active. .1.\eviv,tfied 

r 
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'through a merger with their sister c ongrc~gati on they 

are served by Rabbi Bolotnikov who holds services 

for the various congregations each in turn. 

The gewi sh Oorrrmuni ty Center in Sioux City is one 

of the most outstanding organizations of its kind, in 

the country. It was originally .founded in 1890 as the 

Uni tad Hebrew ChfJ.ri ties, basically an o:i:•thod.ox instftu-

ti on. and sine e that time hat develoy~ed to be one of the 

unifying forces of Sioux City Jewry. The Jewish Oommun­

ity Center provides an intangible bond for the whole 

community. It furnishes a meeting place for children 

and adults of all ages. The facilities of the C13nter, 

including a library, a craft room, a kitchen equipped, 

to serve 300 people, an auditorium, easily coxrvertible 

into a dining room seating 500 people, a recreation . 

room, a sold,iers' lounge and meeting rooms are avail.able 

to all those who Wish to use them. Many Jewish organi-

zations hold regular meetings in these rooms, and the 

Center acts as a cl.earing house for all activities in 

the community. 

During the winter mo:n:ths, ooooa. and rolls are served 

to all newsboys in the city. On Thanksgiving a. turkey 

dinner is s ervec1 the boyi3 of this Newsboy Club, and 

they are the guests of the Orpheum Theatre after the 

banquet. 

I:: 
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Second h211d. 010 thing i EJ dis tri bu ted to ne ed.y fa.mi-

lies, who are considered border-line cases, not directly 

dependent on relief. ~r.his service is non-sectarian. 

Relief work is done primarily· for those cases which 

would not q_u.alif;v for public. assistance -- as old, 

single men, for whom no provisions except the poor 

farm are made 'by the c·ounty, border-line oases that. 

would. normally get along fairly wel1 9 but due to some 

unavoidable misfortune, need assistance, etc. A great 

rna:ny of the relief' oases are people able to take care 

of ord.inary expenses, but whom sickness and hoepi tali-

zation and. doctor bills have rea.uced to r'E-)lief' clients. 

Some pe o:ple are given reli e.f in the form of' n1oans ". 

This has made it :possible for the organiza.tion to keep 

many· ~people off the re·gular relief' rolls, as a plan is 

ma.de for them, anc1. enough money loa.ne@(at no interest) 

to carry the client through the dif'fioult period .• 

Most of the case work: is done f'o:ro service cases, 

where the client is not in need of financial assi.stance, 

'bu.t need adjustment in some other manner. Arranging 

for housekeepers, :t'or old or siok people, or motherless 

children; planning bud.gets, arranging for institutional 

or hospital care for the physically or mentally ill; 

helping parents direct their children's interests in the 

right channels; giving services of all kind.s to ·those 



147. 

who have no one whom to turn in their need. 

The :Il1ederation allotes a certain stipend. to the 

Hebrew School, making it possi'ble for boys and girls 

who are otherwise una:ble to pay tuition to attend. tho 

Hebrew School, thus giving every boy and girl in the 

city an opportunity to have a Hebrew education, and 

learn the h:Lsto ry· ancl language of their :peo:ple. 

Representa.tives of numerous European and Palestin-· 

ian insti.tutions of charity ana. culture, until the or­

ganization of the Federation, solicited privately for 

contributions to their respeotive institutions. These 

contributions were made without investigation or any 

basis of need. In order to provide a c en tr al o:r.gan:iza-

tion which could. methodically· and only after invEH:1tiga-

ti on ma.ke oontri but ions to these ins t:Ltuti ons, the 

"out of town depa.rtment'1, of ·the Federation was established. 

This has eliminated unnecessary ex:pendi.tures, duplica­

tions, lack o:f.' plan, and. has alleviated the heavy burden 

thrust UJlOU the Jewish people by :repeated and. constant 

solicitations. Now, by giving once, they give to all. 

Often times, a person app~als to the Federation 

for assistance of a temporary k1.ncl. '.I.1hey are hard 

pressed. for a certain time, 'but would be in a position 

to repay a loan if given a certain length of time to 
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do so. Many times they have no security and 80 their 

word is accepted and. two responsible people recommend 

that this loan be given. Hundred.s of loans have been 

thus given, after the committee passes on need of it. 

Such loans have tided people over very hard times. 

Interesting to note, the loan f'und has suffered very 

few losses on ,these n:eaith" loans. Hates of interest 

are extremely low. 

Services have been rendered to over 500 transients 

or more. Tlrn average cost per transient was $1 and they 

are given food and lodging for 24 hours as a general 

rule. However, special services are :frequently required, 

such as hospitalization, institutionalization, furnish-

ing transportation, c:Lothing, etc. anci thE3Se needs are 

also taken care of. 

The Jj,ederation helps support by annual contri bu.-

tions, five non-sectarian tubercular hosp:itals, and a 

hospital for arthritis. These are open to those unable 

to pay for their care. 

:ll::nglish, rea,(1ing, writing, and. history, classes 

are also offered in the A'lult Education Department of 

the Center. Classes open to chtldren in tap dancing, 

elocution, dramatics, public speaking, p1ano and art 

are also offered. 
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This to a great extent sums up the aotivi ty of the 

Jewish Conununi ty Oent(;r of Sioux City. We turn now to 

the various organizations which fare at present existing 

in Sioux City. 

The :B'na.i Brith is one of ·the most outstanding 

organizations in town. Nearly every Jew in town is a 

m<-m1ber of this organization. It is in this organization 

that every Jaw meets on friendly grounds. The Sioux 

O:l ty J.iodge was founded in 1904 with I. G. '.l1rauerman as 

its :first president. It was reorganized. in 1916 and 

remains one of the strongest organi?ia.tions in town. 

Aleph Zadclik .Aleph or A.Z.A .. as it is commonly 

called has a very active group of Jewish boys in it. 

A.Z .. A .. was organized in Sioux City in 1926 and the 

boys of Sioux City proudly point to their chapter 

Wl.th pria.e, as the chapter which has walked away with 

many honors at the regional conventions. The aetivi t-

ies of this group cover various stimulating f'ield.s o:f 

which Culture, Religion, Athletics. Social Service, 

ancl F.'raterna1 Social a.cti vi ties rank uppermost. 

'.l111e Senior Hadassah cha.pter in Sioux City was an 

outgrowth of the Red Oro 1:.1 s work among the J"ewish women 

during the World War ·r da;y·s. The Jewish Women's Red 

Cross group instead of being disband.ad in 1920 was 
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converted into: the city's Hadassah in that year. 

Mrs. Sa.m Brown was the first president of that group. 

Among others who were J.'esponsible for the founding 

of the chapter were Mrs. :sa.rney Baron, Mrs. Dave 

Prus in er and Mrs. Sam Sudow. ~rhe present president 

is Mrs. :Bill Kutcher. 

1fhe Junior Hadassah, found.ad in 1926, is the 

young women's .Zionist organization o:E' America. 1rhe 

Sioux City Chapter has a membershi~P. of' over fiO. ]J'lor-

ence Major, Clara l}oldberg, Sybil and Bluma Merlin 

ana. Sadie Shulkin were the founders of Junior Had-

assah in Sioux City. 

The Pioneer Women is another women's zionist organ-

ization which gives aid to the women bf Ptalest:i.ne. 

The· group was formed in 1930 t-1nd th:is group works in 

the closest co opera-ti on with the Zion1s t Organization 

in Sioux City. 

Othe:ir organizations which exist in.Sioux City 

are the Zionists of .Amerioa, founded in 1905, the Coun­

cil of Jewish Women, which was recently organized. but 

for some reason o:i:· other was forgotten that this or­

ga.ui zation existed before. The present presid.ent is 

lVIrs. }~arl Kline. The Workmen's Oirol~1, :t'ounded 1908 

and reorganized in 1925t the National Worker's Alliance, 
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and the Auxiliary Workmen's OircJ.e likewise function~ 

~rhe Mizrachi a1so has an active branoh in Sioux Oi ty. 

The above organizations are national having their 

branchErn in Sioux City. 

Sioux City has many Jewish local organizations 

one of Which we have devoted some time to, namely, the 

Jewish Federation and its counterparts. The Sioux 

City Independ.ent :ll1arane is one of the oldest organiza.-

ti ons in Sioux City. It acts as a bu.rial soc iet,v and 

extends its service and sympathy to the ·bereaved who 

need it. This organization has purchased sixteen 

acres of ground 1.n the G·raoelancl Cemetery. 

The He.brew MothEH'8' Club is af.filia:ted with the 

'.Ualmud '.Vorah which stimulates and guid:es the Hebrew 

education of the children of the community. The main 

objective o.f this group is to raise funds for the cost 

and maint,e.n.ance of the bus whicb. transports the children 

to and from the Hebrew school, as well as, to cooperate 

with the teachers in the various acti vit.ies of' the 

~l'almu.d 'l'ora.h. 

The Business and :t?ro:Eessio.nal Women's Club is 

composed of a group of business and professional women, 

who function as a direct division of Senior Hadassah 

and. who ·take part in all of its actlvi ties during the 
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year, both charitable and social. The grou:p has a 

membership of some 24 women who meet the first Tues-

day of each month. 

Other organizations worthy of mention are the 

Youth Council, the Ivre Olu.b, which is purely social 

in character, the B'nai Brith Girls ana. the .A .. W.R. 

Girls, whose name in reverse means, Heady, V\TillJ.:ng 

and Able. 

i I 
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SUMJVIli:RY ---

'.J.lhe history of the J·ews of Sioux City is thus 
' 

like that of the city itself, a record o:f rema.rkable 

progress, with great increase of activity in the last 

years due to the war. The first Jewish settler arrived 

in Sioux City some eighty-eight yea.rs ago, 1857, the 

:first communal ac·tiv:ity dates back some seventy-five 

years, 18'70, the first religious services some f'i fty ... 

:f:'ive years, 1890. Approximately fifty-two y·ears ago, 

1893, the first congrega:tion was formed and ultimately 

acquJ rea. a house of worship. Today there are five 

cong;rega tions with over 500 members. Including all 

those who are not regular me~bers, there are at least 

3, 000 souls in Sioux City's comnmni ty. This large 

group of :people participate in every phase of' comnnmity 

life. JJ1or charity there are a number of organizations 

which take part in every local pM.lanth:r.opic enterprise 

wi;thout inquiry· as to creed or limitation ae to pur:pose. 

There are libraries and eduoa.tional clubs as well as 

fraternal organi za:ti ons. ll1inally in business Siou:x: 

Oi ty Jews d.o not f'all behind.. Sioux City's main in­

d.ustri.es consist of' the stockyard.st and the great retail 

and wholesale trade. It is splendidl;y situated. as a 

distributing point., and a broad, rich :f:armi:o,g country 

all about. The Jewish citizens have not ignored. this 
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opportunity. Beside Davidson :Bros. Co. 's hugh depart­

ment store, the Jews are represented by such firms 

as Ro oklin and Lehman, JPloris ts, the Baron Chain 

Groceries, I. Miller and Go., the Sioux City· Brewing 

Co., Galinsky .Bros., wholesalers of fruit, and a great 

number of other enterprising business houses. In the 

stook-yards a number of' Jewish men operate as commission 

brokers. In every line the Jew takes full share o:E 

responsi bi li ty and prom:Lnenc e. 

The spirit of the Sioux City Jews is that of the 

west. Our people are energetic and active both in their 

own behalf' and that of their inl3ti tutions and their 

clty. Their enterprises are among the factors that 

helped develop the possibilities of this section of 

the country with such rapidity. Our J·ews in the main 

are extremely liberal. Mt. Sinai Congregation reform 

in its praoti ce, is yet fal thful to J·udai sm in its 

principles, and the orthoa.ox congregations and conser­

vat~l ve o ongregation are showing a newer ·type of spi:ri t 

i.n their personal friendliness to the reform J'ews ·by 

closer personal contacts. In public spirit Jews are 

among the foremost citizens. The Jew of Sioux City 

does not stand amide, but throws himself heart an,d 

soul into the common cause. 

The future of the J·ew in Sioux City is largely 
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bound up with the d(?Velopment after this war o.f the 

city itself. There is ev6ry reason to believe that 

the future development of the J·ew in Sioux City will 

be very gratifying. 



AI'PlUNDIX I .,__ __ ,_ 

JJ'.md.ucatore Israelita - 1859 - translation from Italian 

Oonversion to Judaism - In thi~1 vi oini ty an .Ameri­

can farmer embrace<l Judaism with his whole family. 11he 

pious man circumcised hi.mself and is living acoordtng 

to the Jel(ViSh law as far as he knows it. 



il.PJ?KNDIX I I --------
Sioux City Times - October 12, 1860 

Advertisement -----
Young America 

Clothing Storm 

ISAAC HA.AS 

on 

:Pearl Street, Sioux City, Iowa, between Sawyers'' and 
:Pa.rrners', greets his old fr:i.ends an.cl the public a,O'ain 
with a well selected entirely new and fashionable 0 stook 
of go od.s. 

Comprising everything in the clothing line. His stock 
consists of 

R.rn.A:OY .MADE CI.0~1HING 

of all descriptions, 
Coats 
Pants 

Vests 
Shirts 
Collars 

Neck ties 
Cloths 

Casa.meres 
Vestings 

e to., etc. 

I 
comprising 

of every variety, shad.e and. color. 
Hats, caps, Hosiery·, Gloves and in fact everything in the 
line of 

GBNTS JflJRNISHING GOODS 

.AI,SO -- a large quantity ;Of 

]:~IPES Alm SEG.AHS 

of all kinds, qualities, and PrioE-38 

Cash Jiaid. for hides and furs 

Having deterrmined to establish myself in businest3 at 
Sioux City, I have oppned the above stook o:f goods Which 
will be kept constantly supplied and increased to meet 
tht3 wan ts of the uomrnuni ty. By fair and. honora. ble dealing 
with all personst and by· always selling at the I1ower:.:rt 
.'lPigures, I confi a.en tly hope to reo e:l ve the patronage o.f 
the :public. 

1~espectf'u11y, 

. < I SAfiO_ HJ~AS 
'· 



AJ?J?.BJNDL'C III -------
Al>VE:RCl1ISEM7~NT .AUG. 23, 1869 SC'.1.11-d 

-SEPTI!1MBER ls t __ ,.,.,,. ______ , ______________ _ 
NlllW STOH.m y t .. 

BIG STOCK ! ____________ ,,,,__ _____ _ 
On the first of September, we wi 11 open at our 

NEW BHI OK STO Rill 
w. SI:DI~.J?::jjAIU., :BECr. 2nd. & ~'3rd 

one o:f tho largest and best stocks of 
FANCY JiN.D STAPI1l~ 

DRY GOODS 
CLOTHING 

Idl.lHES' DHESS PA~V'.I.1I!:HNS, 
NOTIONS 

G .. rnN~rs' Jl1U:RNISHING GOODS 
.HATS, CAPS, BOOTS, SHOES 

ancl everything worn & used "by JJaciies & Gentlemen 

OUH STOCK IS J!1:J.J.!.lSH 

--...--~---·-"'------

J:iAHGJ£ S.ALJDS 

LOTS OF CUSTOlVIERS 

AN.D SMAJ~I1 J?R0:81 ITS, 
Is th~) line on which we intend to fight for a 

I1IB:E1RAI1 SH.ARE O.I!1 l?UBLIO PNl11WNAG:E: 

J... SOI-ID LIEN AN'D BHO. 

Pearl St. Bet. 2nd & 3rd. 



AP:P:ID:ND LX: IV ----·---
SC Ti w - Dec. 23, 1882 

HAT 1l1ENBACH & MAG IDE 

Dealex·s in 

STA.I>LE AN:D FANCY 

G H 0 c 4' .i.:.i H I E s 
And Jobbers in 

Cigars, Tobacco and Smoker's Arti.oles. 

2g and 31 Pear 1. Street 

Connected with ~J.lelephone Exchange 

, .......... ...._~~-------- .... -
Al?l? END IX V 
............._.~~-,.,,,,,,,. 

SC Ti w ~ Dec. 23, 1882 

1t382 H. & M. 1883 
-~ .......... -

Ohristm!;J..S Greeting: 

HattenbatCJh & Magee havj.ng had f'or thEi year 1882 a large patron­
a.ge from ti.he citizens of Sioux City and. the surround.ing country, 
and one for whioh we are truly thankful to ou:r.• patrons for. We 
take this opportunity of thanking each and everyone, and as 
the year is now ending we desire that you in balancing up y·our 
year's expense for groceries, should. take notice o.f' ~he fact 
that we havG saved you money in your d.ea1s w:i th us, and also 
cion't forget the fact ·that good. goods have been the prime and 
leading guEistion with us, an.a. in the future as in the past we 
will at all times give you the best goods for the least money. 
We handle no low grade adulterated go ode and ca.n glve you full 
value for all your cash. ]1or the coming year we can off er you. 
grea:ter inducements than ever. Allow u.s again to thank you 
for your patronage. Hoping you may have a mHrry Christmas and 
a happy New Year, 
-VVe are your Obed.ient servants, 

HA11TJTINI3AC.H & MAGEE 

I 
~ 
l 
I 

I 

i 
I: 
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SO J w - 1.I1hurs day, Dec. 11, 1884 
Advertisement 

~l'HE CHlTIAJ?JflS'.11 HOUSJD Ili THE CITY 

BANKRUPT STORE! 

Closel;y identified. with the retail trade, my· facilities 
and system for su:pply:Lng people in and out of with with 

DRY CWO:DS 
CLOTHING 

CIDAKS DRB~SS GOODS 
NOTIONS, HOSII~RY, UNDERWIUA11 

AllD SHO:ms 

on Anything they may re qui re i:n. the DRY Goo:os line ar(~ 
ur.urnrpas.s ed. 

J,adi es and gentlemen :f'rom the city and. vicinity are already 
alive to the fact that the enormous rents and e:x,-penses of the 
double stores must necessarily come out o.f the profits; and 
this they have had thoroughly demonstrated to them ·by a c ompari­
s on of my prices with the d.ouble chE:iapest store in the city. My 
rent and. expenses are about one-si:x:th less than any other .Sioux 
City House. I buy rny gooa.s from the principal houses, as well 
as any other retail dealer ~;md. watch closely and. take ad.vantage 
of great sales of MANU.FAO'.VURIUHS' STOOKS, where they are sold 
at auction. I have got agents purchai:Jing good.sat extc~nsive 
sales in the east. No lady or gentleman should fail to come, 
and. those living at a dista.nce can send lb.o me for a ladies or 
Misses' Cloak or Wrap Dress Goods ot anything else, and will. 
we served as satisfactorily as if the;y· were present in my store. 
Everyone who desires to save money on every d.ollar' s worth of 
goods they pure has e should. never e:x:pend a dollar before calling 
upon the 

(..: ,. "" JANKJiOJ?T STOiill 
Co r. Il1ourth and Jacks on St s. 

B. Davidson, Prop'r 

I send Cloaks or shawls c.o.D. on approval. 
In ord.ering a cloak, give bust measure and 
state a.s nearly as possible style and price. 
In Misses' Cloaks, give age, etc. 



APP }!]ND IX VI I ---
SO J Sun. Aug. 23, 1896 

HAT 1l1I~NBACJH & MAGm:m E'AIL 

-----·--""' 
Slow Collections a.nd Inability to Renew :Paper 

Cause the Downfall 

One of the Oldest and Iv!ost Solid Retail J!1irms in the City 
Carried Down by Hard Conditions -- Order of the Claims 
Hattenbach Bros. also Succumb. 

Jiatten·ba.ch 8o Magee, who since 18?8 have ·been engaged in the 
retail groc<-3ry businesi.:i at 305 and 307 Pearl street, conducting 
one of the largest establishments of its kind in the city, have 
failed, carrying to the wall with them Hattenbach Bros. Jewelers, 
at 410 ]1ourth street. The stock of the firm is in the hands of 
W.L .. Ogden as trustee under a chattel mortgage for the creditors. 
The stock of Hatteri"bach Bros. is in charge of. W.L. Ji'rost, repre­
senting '.I1homae. J. Stone, mortgagee. 

The failure o:f: Hattenbach 8o Ma.gee was the principle topic 
of conversation on the streets yesterday. It came in the nature 
of a surprise to every one. It was the general belief that the 
firm was one o:e the most solid in the city. Inability to realize 
on book t:tccounts and paper coming due which could not be renewed 
are assaigned as reasons for the failure. Goupled with vomments 
upon it on every side there are expressions of s;ympathy fo:r. the 
members of the f'irm, whose reliability has never been qw~stioned. 

SO J Mon. Aug. 24, 1896 

Nothing new developed in the Hattenbach & Magee failure 
yesterday. The members of the f;i. rm are confident that if de­
linq,uent customers will pay· u:p promptly and their frien<is wi 11 
continue to trade at the store they not only will ·be able to 
pay dollar for dollar but wi 11 £loon be a·ble to resume ·business. 
As is usual, there were~ many rumors o:E' other impending failures, 
but n~ne of these could be traced to a basis in fact. Irrespon­
sible persons can easily start rumors of thi.s kind which are 
likely to cause great mischief. ITo papers were placed in the 
sheriff's hands yesterday. 

_,.. .. _..__---~.. ,.. --·---



APPEND IX V~I 11 ----.. -·-
Articles of Incorporation) 

of ) 
Mount Sinai Cemetery. ) 

]'iled for Heoord Au0>ust 5th 1884 
at 3 P.M. Phil CarY1n, Recorder 
By c.:[!}. lVlcMaster, Deputy 

Know ~11 men by these presents that we the undersigned hereby 
a.ssoc~ate ourselves and. agree to become a Corporate Cemetery 
Ast:!ocia tion und.er the Statutes of Iowa in such case made and 
provided and for that purpose we have adopted agreed to and 
signed th.e following articles of inoo:rpora:tion. 

AHTICLE I 

~J.lhe name of this as so c:ta ti on shall be Mount Sinai Cemetery 
Association its principal place o.f' business shall be Sioux Oity 
Iowa and the Cemetery to be by it established and maintained. 
shall be called Mount SimH Oemete:rey. 

AH:L1IOJ~E II 

The object and busi.nesfl.o:f this corporation shall be to lo­
ca.te lay out and establish and maintain a cemetery for the use 
and benefit o:f personf:3 of Israeli ti sh descent their families and 
friends at or near Sioux City Iowa and to hold acquire and lay 
out into lots all necessary real eetate therefor and to sell and 
dispose of sue h lots from time to time to pro.per persons for 
cemetery purposes. 

AH2.1IOLE III 

The authorized amount of capital stock of this corporation 
shall be Five Thousand Dollars and. shall be divid.ed into .lHve 
Hundred Shares of Ten Dollars each which stock shall be sub­
scribed. for and mssued from time to time as the Board of Direct­
ors may order ancl direo:t all stock shall be fully paid before 
the certificate therefor shall be issued and shall be transferrable 
only U;pon the books of the a.ssoc.iation. 

AHTI CIJ.~ IV' 

~Vhis corporation shall commence on the 5th day· of .August 
A.D. 1884 and shall eontinue for one hundred. years and mf1y re­
new its existenee from time to time a.s a majority of votes 
oash at any annual meeting may determine. 

AHTICI.J~ V 

~~he business of this corpora ti on sha 11 be conducted 'by a 
Board of three (3) directors who must be stock holders and 
shalJ.. be elected. by ballot annually by tho stock holders on 
the secon~ Friday of September and shall hold for one year 
and until their successors are elected and, q,ualified untj.1 

illl 



.APPI:DNDIX VII I (Cont.) 

the second Friday of Sept ernb e:r- .LLD. 1884 sue h business shall 
be conducted 'by a provisional board of three directors to 
wit: Charles Wise, J. Schulein and D.A. Magee who shall have the 
powers of a regular 'board of directors such board shall elect 
from their number a ]?resident and Secretary who shall appoint 
and employ such oth('1J':' oi:'.ficers and. agents as may be necessary· 
and do any ancl all things necessary and. proper in the trtomsact­
ion of the business of the association. The conveyances of 
cemetery lots and t:3.ny real property by the assoc ta tio:n shall 
be signed by the President and attested. by the Becretary· and 
aok:nowledged. by tho :Presiden·t in the name of the associatlon. 
The Board of Directors shall also make and establish by la.ws 
rulEH:-J anrl regu.lati ons deemed. ex;ped.i ent for thc:i management o .f 
corporate affairs and alter or amend the management of corporate 
a.f.fairs and alter ancl amend the sam111 and shall have custody 
charge and control of the Cemetery established. by this associa­
tion and shall e:x:ercise the powers over sucll:n. ceint·)tery authorizecl 
by the statutes of the state o:f Iowa in such cases. Said Board 
shall have power to enclose improve and. adorn the grounds of' 
such cernet0ry· to construct avenues in the same, to erect proper 
buil1iings for the use of' said. cemetery to proscribe rules and 
regulations ·for improving or adorning lots therein and for the 
erect:i.on o:l:' monuments or other memorials of' the dead upon such 
lots and to prohi.bit any use division improvement or adorment 
of a '.lot which they may cieem improper. 

All conveyances of lots in such cemetery shall be made sub­
ject to suDh control and the proceeds of the sales of lote shall 
be used in improving a:ncl adorning and maintaining sue h cemetery. 

This association has no authority to contract any indebted­
ness exceeding in amount one hundred dollars. 

AHTICLli: VII 

'11he private proporty of tht? members and stockholders of' this 
association sha.11 be exempt f'rom liabili t;v f'or thc:1 corporate debts. 

This association shall have a.nd. may exercise the several 
powers authorized and. permitted to such corporation under the 
statutes of the state of Iowa. 

The first annual meeting of stockholders sha.11 be held on 
the second J.l1riday of September A.D. 1884, at which time the :t'irst 
regular Board of Di rectors shall be elected... . .. , 

The stockholders shall rnEH•t annually tbereaf ter on tne 8(30-
ona. :ll1rid.a.y of September for the election of Dir<:-)cto:rs and the· 
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transaction of other business •. At all meetings of the stock .. 
ho1d.ers each share of stock shall entitle the hola.er thereof 
to one vote to be given in person or by proxy thereunto appoint-
ed by writing. · 

~1hese articles ma:y be ame.nd.E~d at any annual meeting of the stock­
holders by a two-thirds vote of all stock then voting. 

Witness our hands this 5th day of Augu.s-t A .. D. 1884 

Cha :r.le s Wise 
JoHeph Schulein 
D.A •. l\1agee 

I 
~ f' v1 

l1 
!..: I· 
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IN MEJMOHIAM 

WHEHEAS, Death has taken off thi!S, our honored 
feiblow member. A beautiful life of' devotion to 
loved onest an~ of unselfish, service ended July 
29th, 1919, when 

Sara Frank Davidson 

pas sea. to the re st beyond the grave. 'l1he tenderest 
sympathies o:f the commun:L ty go out to the bereaved 
husband and ohild.ren. She was in all things the 
trT:i.e hf.:)lpmate of her hus'band; Mo the rho od, she 
regard ea. as a sacred obligation to Which she devoted 
her highest endeavor, and truth, and. loyalty were 
her watch words. Thus she went her quiet way, walked 
in peaceful paths, and watched her splendid. family 
flower into manhood and womanhood, and. when she 
finally went forth, it could have been but to hear 
the word.s, "Well' done, thou good and faithful ser-
vant. 11 :a1or her tender helpfulness and faithful 
attachment to our cha.ri table ass o oiation, we off er 
our sisterly tribute of honor to her memory. 

Mrs. Isaac B. :rra:u.erman) 
Mrs. Emanuel Moog ) 
Mrs. Jacob Courshon ) Committee 

Memorial :ResoJ:utions 
Adopted. by the Sisterhood o.f Mount Sinai Temple 

Sioux City·, Iowa, SE-iptember 5, 1919 



APPENDIX IX (Cont) 

IN ME!VIORIAM 

WHERillAS, God in his wisdom has taken from our 
midst a beloved wife and. mother. 

RACHEL SOHULEIN 

And WIIE1Ui;AS, We the cTewish Laclies I A:Ld Society, 
deeply mourn the loss of' our beloved sister; be it 
.HES01V:ElD, that we hereby extend our heart.felt 
sympathy, praying that God may sernl his ben:hgn 
comfort to the bereaved ones in this their incon­
solable loss; be it .further .RESOLVED, that a copy 
of these resolutions of condolence be sent to the 
mourning family; inscri·bed in the record of our 
book, and inserted in the columns of the .American 
Israelite. 

Mrs. M. Wise ) 
Mrs. Ii. Ra ttenbach) Cormni ttee 
Mrs. E. Ellinger ) 

Memo :i:ia l :aeso luti ons 
Adopted by the Jewish J..1ad.ies 1 .Aid Society 

Sioux Oity, Iowa, September 7, 1900 



APPI!lNDIX IX (Cont) 

II~ MEM: OHI AM 

Whereas, God in His infinite wisdom has seen fit to 
call from our midst our 'beloved frinnd and oo ... religionist 

HJ~NRY J11JU1'!ID1VJAN 

and Wnereas, the entire Jewish Community of Sioux 
City in general, and Mt. Sinai Congregation in :particular 
will miss his indly word, his pleasant smile, and his 
gentle demeanor, and 

Whereas, we the ~rustees of the Mt. Sinai Congre­
gation, particularly :eeel the loss of our beloved friend 
and fellow trustee, and especially remindful are we of' 
his ur1stintir.ig and self sacrificing services in our 
rr1em;ple, as its vice-president for so many years. Bis 
taking off leaves a void in our Board. 

Therefore, be it resolved, that we tho Trustees of 
the Mount Sinai Congregation here assembled, do hereby 
give expression. to our sincere emotions of sadness and 
sympathy at his taking o.ff and do make this recognition 
of his helpfulness to our Congregation, and. his services 
to our 1remple. 

Now Be It Further Resolved, that these resolutions 
be spread on the minutes of the Mt. Sinai Cong:regation, 
and a copy of these resolutions be framed and hung in 
our Temple awl a transcript be sent to his family who 
survive him. 

Trustees of Mt. Sinai Congregation 

SIGNED: nave Davidson Max Pill Vice President 

SIGNED: 

A.L. Galinsky 
Herman (}i.llinsky 
Adolph M. Davis 
M. Skalovsky 

M.M. Barish Secretary 
Sigmund Schulein Treasurer 

Board. of Trustees 

A.I. Sacks 
.M. N.. London 
A.L. :b1ri bourg 
B. Schu.lei.n 
Joseph I1evinger 

Memo rial He so J.ution 

.--Ji 

.Adopyed by 1l1rustees and Officers of Mt. Sinai Congregation 
November 15, 1925, at Sioux City, Iowa 
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Al?PEN:OIX IX (Cont) 

IN MBMOHIAM 

WHERJ~.AS, it has pleased the Giver of Life in his in­
scrutable wisdom, to call to her last long rest, 

0HA1UJOT~~E FHIEDY.JJAN 

for many y ':iars an active member of our Boci ety; and 
WHEREAS, we must all reverently submit to the decree 
of an a11-wise Providence which outs off in its :prime 
the life of a loving wife and devoted. mother, whose 
children are the highest tribute to the ideal mother­
hood which she so wall practiced. Therefore, be it 
11.ESOJ~vE:D, by the 1lewish La.dies' Aid Society of Sioux 
City, Iowa., in regular meeting assembled, that the 
Society has lost an alway·s willing associate; the cause 
o:f Judaism has been deprived of one of' its f'ai thf'ul 
supporters, and that the sincerest and most heartfelt 
sympathies o:f our members go out to the stricken . 
hus'band and father and to the bereaved children in this, 
the hour of their sad af'fli otion. Ana. be it :further 
Hesolved., that these resolutions be sprea.d upon the 
records of the Society, and that a copy thereof be 
transmitted to the family o.f our departed me,mber and 
published. in the American Israelite. 

Mrs. Joseph Schulein) 
Mrs. Chas. Wise ) Committee 
Mrs. Chas. Eiseman ) 

Mem©Jrial Hesolutions 
Adopted by the Jewish Lad.ies' AiCl Society, 

Si.oux City, Iowa, May 26, 1903 
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AJ?PJ~l'if.DIX IX( Oont) 

IN MElVIOHIAM 

"Thy epiri t, dear lVIa Ud, departed from us 
To blossom in the realms above." 

WI:Il~HE.AS, on the seventeenth day of December, one 
thousand nine hundred and three, our beloved Sis tar, 

lvT.AUD .JU SEMAN J:l1IUBOUHG 

Di::H;i,rly beloved member, entered the eternal gates, we 
the members of the Jewish Ladies' Aid Society, deeply 
mourn her loss, with sincere sorrow. We convey our 
heart:E'el t sympathy to the bereaved family. A loving 
wife, af:fectionate mother, true, devoted daughter and 
sister, esteemed friend of all -- gone from us. May 
God send consolation to all in this great sorrow; in 
his in~inita mercy grant steadfast faith, and with it 
s~stain comfort. She rests in peace. We bow in sub­
mission. They Will be done. Be it RI~SOINED, that a 
copy of these resolutions be sent to the bereaved 
family and also published in the Amerie~m Israelite 
and plac eci upon 'the minutes of thTI3S'ocl.etY. ____ _ 

Mrs. David Davidson ) 
Mrs. JJouis Hattenbach) Co1:i:Jmittee 
Mrs. Louis Becker ) 

Memorial Resolutions 
Ad.opted by the J'ewish l1ad.ies' ldd Society, 

Sioux City, Iowa, December 21. 1903 



Articles of' Incorporation 
of 

Mount Sinai Congregation 

A PPJTI NJ) IX X 
........... - ...... ~--

Filed for record Nov. 18, 
1898 at 11 o'clock A.M. 
W.C. Hills, Recorder 

Certificate of Association and. Inc orpora ti on made this six­
teenth day of November A.D. 1898, by and. 'between the persons whose 
names are hereunto su·bscribed, all of whom are of full age and 
all of whom are citizens of the State of Iowa. ' 

AHTIOIJU I 

The name of' this incorporation shall be "Mount Sinai Congrega­
tion. " 

ARTI OJ;Ji} II 

The business, object and purpose of' this incorporation shall 
be the erection and maintenance of a synagogue for the worship of 
God according to the Reformed Jewish faith, the promotion of interest 
in that relig'ion, and the furtherance of the enci.s and aims thereof. 

AHTI OJ.LE II I 

The location of the said. incor:i;ioration and the .Principal place 
of' business thereof shall be in the City of Siou:x Oi ty in Woodbury 
County, Iowa. 

The members of this incor:pora:tion shall consist of such per­
sons as shall ha:ve been duly admitted as such in accordanoe with 
the constitution or by-laws hereafter to be adopted by this in­
corporation, and such membership shall be regar<'lless of sex, and 
men 1J.nd women shal:J.. be admitted thereto on equal terms; and all. 
members shall be ent1·q.ed t;o the same rights and privileges and 
subject to the same rules, reguls.tions and. penalties, Which rights, 
privileges, rules, regulations, a.n:l penalties shall be d.etermined 
'by sa1d constitution or b;y-laws hereafter to be a.a.opted. 

Affl1IOLE V 

The officers of this incorporation shall consist of a president, 
vice president, secretary, treasure:r. and a board. of :t1 ve trustees, 
and one of said board of trustees shall be the president of the in­
oor:porat ion. All of the offtcers and trustees shall be elected 
and chosen by the mmmbers of the incor.pciration in suoh manrier and 
at such time and place as shall be defined by the constitution or 
b;7-laws. 

AHTIOia~ VI 



;... 

APJ?mNDIX x (Cont) 

~r~e. Board. of 11rus ~ees. shal 1 have the sole management, oare, 
supervision and control of all the real and personal property of 
the incorporation and of' all the business and affairs thereof', sub­
ject to suoh direc~tion and di:wision of the members of the incorpor­
ation as may be provided by the constitution or by-laws hereafter 
to be adopted. 

AHTICLE VII 

The presHl.ent, vice president, secretary and treasurer oi: this 
incorporation shall perform the &.uties usually assigned to such 
officers respectively, and. as provi.ded by the constitution or by­
laws, and they, together with the Board of Trustees shall be chosen 
by and from the memb(:irs of sa.id. incorporation in the manner speci­
fied in said constitution or by-laws • 

. AH'I'ICIJI~ VI II 

'11he following named :persons shall constitute the of'ficers and 
trustees of said incorporation for the first yea.r of its existc.,nce, 
and until their successors are elected, viz: !>resident Sigmund 
Schulein, Vice Pres i d.ent, Charles Wise; Secretary, Maxwell E. Si 1 ve r; 
Treasurert J'ulius J:'?appe; Boa.rd of Trustees, Meyer Wise, Ben David­
son, Isaac G. Trauerman, Arnold. I'" 1!1r:t1)0urg, and the presid.ent of 
the incorporation. 

The incorporation shall have the power to hold, purchase and 
transfer, and. to take by :r;rnrchase, gift, a.evise or bequest real 
and persorn.il property, :for purposes appropriate to its creation, 
and according as its meed.a, progress and to its creation, and accord­
ing as its need.s, progress and necess1ties may require, and not 
exceeding the amount limited by law. 

AH'.J.1IOJJ]t X 

All conveyances of property to this incorporation 8hall be 
made to it in its corporate name, and. the incorporation shall make 
conveyanoes, mortgages, bills of sale and other instruments in 
writing, affecting its real or personal property, in such manner 
and. at-such times as may be provided by thEi constitution or by-laws 
and such conveyances, morte;ages, bills of sale and other instruments 
shal 1 be ~1i.gned. and executed b;'{ the pres id. en t of the incorp oration, 
at to ste cl by the secretary the· re of, and the corporate seal af f'1.xed 
thereto. 

.AHTICLJ!l XI 

The annual meeting of this incorporation shall be ht-ia.d on the 
first Mond.ay in Novem'ber during ea.ch year of too o:x:istence thereof. 
At such annual meeting, the officers and trustees of the incorporation 



AJ?l~NDIX X (Cont) 

for the ensuing year shall be elect ed., by ballot, e~ich rnemb er 
present being entitled. to one vote, and the member receiving.a 
majorlty of' votes of the mambers :present at such annual meeting 
for the o ff'io El balloted for, shall be declared. and. bo such officer 
for the corning year. And. at such annual meetings, such reports 
shall be made, and. m .. wh business shall be transacted and such 
elections shall be hal in the ma.nne:r. and for the of fl o ers as here in 
specified, and as further ·provided by the constitution or by-llil.WS. 
And at all such annual Inf3etings and. at regular and SJ>ecial meetings 
which may be called. during the yc"3ar as by· thc;:i constitution or by­
laws provided., each member present shall have an equal votce and an 
equal votr:i on all questions presented. at such meetings. 

A1i'11IOI1E .XII 

:No less than ten memberB of this inoorporation shall be and 
constitute a g_uorum for th<3 transaction of' business at all regular 
annual or special meetings. . ' . 

AH ~:PI 0 Iiill XI 1 I 

~~he inoo:r.porati on shall have a corporate seal in such form as 
provided b;7 the constitution or by-laws, and. shall have the power 
to enact such by-laws :for the government and control of the inoor­
poration,, and its business and property as the member, thereof may 
deem neceBsary or expedi e.nt to ad.opt. 

This inoorpo:r.ation is one not for pecuniary profits, and all 
the property, real and 1rnrsonal, of the irnli vid.ual mem1)er thereof 
sha.11 be exempt from the debts of said incorporation. 

A1tTIOLFJ XV 

This inco :r.porati on sha.11 endure fo:r. a :period of fifty years 
unless ,so onf:J:r.' dJ.ssolveia. in the manner of by-law provid.ed. 

A:RTICLill XVI 

1rhis incorporation assumes to itself all the right, powers, 
p:ri vileges and imrnunlties which are now, and which may during the 
ex:tstence thc?reof be con:t'errea. by law upon in incorporations of a 
similar character. 

In witness whereof we have hereu:nto sit ou:r. hands at Sio-µx 
City Wooclbury County Iowa, this sixteenth day of November .A.D. 1896., 

Sigmund Sohu.lei.n 
Maxwell E. Silver 
Meyer Wise 
Charles Iflis eman 

Chas, Wise 
J"uli us Pappe 
I. G. Trauerman 
Arnold L. Fribourg 

. /. 



Dec. 21, 1906 ___ ........ ___ ...,. 

AJ?PE.MDIX X (Cont) 

AIVD~ND:Hm AR'I'IOIBS OF Il~CORPORATION -·-----... __ .....,.._,._ ~----..--.-... 

- The ftrs·t 4 .Arti.cles are the same as above. Only 
the changes will be gi vem. 

AH'.l1I C LID V 

The officers of this corporation shall consist of a Board of 
eleven '11rustees, and of a president, vice president, secretary 
and treasurer, chosen f:com among said Board of Trustees. All o:f 
the trustees and officers shall "be electecl and chosen in such manner 
and at such time and place as shall be defined by these Articles 
of Incorporation and b;y- the Constitution. 

AR'.L'ICLE VI 

The 13oard o.f :rrustees shall have the sole management, care, 
superv:Lsion and. control of all the real and person property of the 
incorporation ana. of all the business and. affairs thereof; and 
shall have the sole tight to determine the character and form of 
a11 services to be o oncluc ted and ri tua.1 to be us eci in the TEJIUple 

. or other place of worship of the corporation; and to elect the Rabbi 
of the congregation as prov.ided f'or in these Articles and in the 
Constitution; and to do all other things as provided in these 
Articles and in the Constitution. 

er.he presid.ent, vice president, secretary and treasurer o:t' this 
incorporation shall pe:r.form the du.ties usually as signe(l to sue h 
officers respectively, and as provided by the 6onstitution. 

AHTICLl~ IX 

The incorporation may have a corporate seal in such form as 
may be d.eterrn.ined by the Board of Trustees. All conveyances of 
property to this incorporation shall be made to it in its corporate 
name, and the incorporation shall make conveyances, mortgages, bills 
of sale and other instruments :L.n writlng, afi:'ecting its real or 
personal property, in such marmer and. at such times as may be pro­
vided by the constitution, Hr.id such conveyances, mortgages, bills 
of ea.le and other instrumonts shall be signed a.nd. executed by the 
president of the incorporation and attested by th? secretary there­
of', and the corporate seal fim:ed, if the cor_pora"tl.on procure a aeal. 

AHTIOLE X 

11he Board of Trustees of this incorporation shall consist of 
eleven mem"bers as follows, to-wit: 

Charles Wise J.lVI. Cohen ~Julius Pa:ppe 
Joseph IJevinger Sigmund Schulein Dave .Davidson 



A. L. :B1 ri bourg 
I.G .. Trauerman 

lU> J?END IX X (Cont) 

Ben Davidson 
S • J)ryf O OS 

M.auri ce :Degen 

Each member o.f sai<l Boa.rd o.f Trust~es shall hold his office 
duting his lifetime or until his resignation shall have been ac­
cepted by the :Soard of Trustees, or until the removal of such 
trustee from Sioux City, Iowa. 

And. upon the death, resignation or removal o:f any trustee as 
a:f oresaid, the remaining memb el'S of the board shall, at its next 
regular meeting, or at a special meeting called. for that purpose, 
elect a successor to f111 the place wnich has b(:Joome vacant. A 
majority vot0J o:E' the trustees present at any such meeting shall 
be necessary to elect, and upon the election of such new trustee, 
the latter shall hold his office during his lifetime, or until his 
resignation shall have bean aco:@pted by the Boa.rd of Trustees or 
until he shall have removed from Sioux City, Io'i!wa. 

And the said :Boa.rd of' Trustees shall, on the first Monday :Ln 
Novembe'r, of each year, elect by a majori t;v 'b'ote aril. from their 
own number, a president, vice president, secretary and treasurer, 
each of whom shall hold his of:t'ice 'lmtil the first Monday in 
November of the suocee,.t.ing year anfl until his succesi::1or Bhall have 
been elected and qualified. 

The Ha.bbl shall be chosen by said board of trustees at such 
time ar:i they may determine anc1 for such length o:t' time and upon 
such terms as they may d.eom ex:peclient, and for the best interests 
of the incorporation; and he shall be elected. by a rnajori ty vote 
of the members of the Board o:t' Trustees present at the meeting 
called for that purpose;. 

ARTIOLiii XI 

The,annual meeting of this incorporation shall be held on the 
:f.irst .Monday in Novembex· cluring each year of the existence thereof. 
At such annual meeting, such reports shall be made, and such 'business 
shall 'be transacted as provided by the cons ti tut ion. .And at all 
such rneettngs, arnl at regular and special meetings which may be 
called during the year as by the constitution or by-laws provided, 
each member present shall ha:ve an equal voice ana. an ec_lual vote on 
all guerr1t:Lons presente:id at such meetings. 

ART I 0 IiI!J .XI I I 

'rhe Boa.rd of 111rustees shall have the power to enact such 
by-laws :for the government and control of thE:i incor:poration, 
and. its business and. property, as the members thereof may deem 
necessary or expedient to ad.opt. 

ARTI CiiJD XVI I 



AJ?PJDNDIX X (Cont) 

~Phese artiole~J of incorporation shal 1 not be altered, changed 
or amended unless a proposition of such alteration, change or 
amend.ment be made in writing ,to the Board of Trustees, and adopted 
at a special meeting of the corporation called. for that purpose, 
not less than four weeks thereafter; and then only provided that 
such alteration, change or amendment shall have first been ad.opted 
by a three-fourths vote of the whole num·ber of the Board of '.l1rust­
ees, and shall have been approved by the corporation by a th:r.ee­
fou.rths vote o:f the meml>ers of the corporation present at the 
meeting oa1led for the consideration of sueh alteration, change 
or amendment. 

Dated this 20th day of :Oecernber, 1906. 

Mount Sinai. Congregation 

By: Charles Wise, President 
Joseph 1evinger, Secretary 

I' 
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A:~.Pl~11D IX X (Don t) 

Al.r1~'irp:rilD~.f.Q.I~JS_QLJ11!JOH~QRATION OF .J)J~INAI QQ.NQ• 

0 c ·t ob e !..J?..L..~~ gg_ 

KNOW AIJI1 MEl~ BY '.PHIUSB PHESJJJNTS: 

That we, Herman Galinsk;y, President, and. Joseph Levinger Seo­
retary of .Mount Sinai Oongregi:Jtion, a corporation acting· und~r and 
by virtue of a resolution adopted by the members ~:f said:.:> oo rpora- · 
tion held at the Social Center H.ooms of said Congregation on· the 
27th day of September, 1922 a.t 7:30 o'clock P.M., :pursuant to a call 
sent to each member thereof as provid.ed in the .Articles of' Incor-. 
po ration and in the Constitution of said Congregation and. after 
the Amendment ID!D' the Articles o.f Incorepo:ration of said Corp·o·r~tion 
had. "been duly approved and passed by the Board of Trustees of said 
Congregation, a quorum being present at said meeting of the mernbeJ:l·s 
of the corporation and saicl meeting having been duly and regularly 
called., and a resolution being unanrl.mously adopted. authorizing and 
directing us as President and. Secretary of said Corporation to execute 
a proper instrument amend.ing the Articles of Incorporation of sai a. 
corporation in the following manner, so that Article X as amended, 
of the Articles of Inoorporation of .Mount Sinai Congregation shall 
read, and. the same is hereby amended so as to read as follows: 

.Article X (as amended.) 

The Board of 1rrustees of this Incorporation shall consist of 
fifteen members. Of said fifteen members the Board of Trustees 
shall include 1Joseph I1evinger, Sigmund Schulein, Dave .Davidson, Ben 
Davidson, s. Dryfoos, H. :Friedman, A.J.~. :B1rtbourg, H. Galin.sky, A.IJ. 
Galinsky, Ben Schule:i.n and Emil H.oE'Jenstock, ea.ch of whom shall hold 
the offioe of :rrustee during his lifetime, or until h:Ls resignation 
shall have beena.ocpeted by· the Board of Trustees, or until hls re­
moval from Sioux City, Iowa. 

Bes:i.cl.es said eleven trustees, or th1:)ir successors as herein­
after provided, said Board of Trustees shall consist of four addit~on­
al members. Saia. four add.itional members shall be elected. at the 
annual meeting of the Congregation on November 6, 1922. Two of 
said four additional members shall then be elected for a term of 
two years and two of them for a term of one year. And at the 
annual meeting of the congregation in each year thereafter, there 
shall be elected two members of the :Board of '.P.rustees to succeed 
the two of said four additional members thereof whose term of 
office shall then have expired, said members so elected to hold 
office for a term. of two years. 

Should any vacancy occur, as hereinbefore provided, with 
reference to thEJ eleven members o:f the :Board of ~~:r.uste es first 
named in this Article X, such vacancy shall be f'il1E~d. at the 
next annual meeting of the Oong:r.egation or at a special meeting 



.A.PPJ.i:NDIX X (Cont) 

thereof duly called for that purpose; and the member so elected 
to f'ill such vacancy shall hold office fo:r. a term of two yea1ns. 

Anet the said Board. of Trustees shall, o:r.i. the first Monflay in 
Novernher, of each year, elect by a majority vote and from among 
thelr own nun!be:r.; a presi.c1ent, vice president, secretary and treas­
u1:·e:r., eaclj. of whom shall holrl his office unti1 the first JVIonday· in 
Novem1)8r of the succeed.i:ng year and until his su.ooess'or shall have 
been elected a.nd qualif':i. od. 

The Habbi sha.11 be choBen b;y· said. :Soard of '.11rustees a.t such 
ti.me as they may designate and form such length of time and. upon 
such terms as they may deem ex.Pedient and for the best interests 
of the lncorpo ration; and he shall be eleoted. ·bya majority voti;.) 
of the members of the Boarrl of '1.1rust ees present at the meeting 
oalled for that purpose. 

Witness our hands to this inst:rurnent on this 28th day of Sep­
tember, 1922. 

Attest: 
Herman Galinsky, presid.ont 
Joseph Levinger, secretary 
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AMENDI~D ,AJ:lTIO~Q]~ .. rt~q.~2?P9I3A:£J.QN fill!3_~EgJJ,~!'{~§.§. 

~E-1~,~9~~ 

AllTIOJ~J~ X 

The :Board of '.l1rustees of this corporation shall consist of 
eighteen (18) members as follows, to wit: 

:Lou Agranoff 
J:i: .. E .. Baron 
J.H. Bolstein 
Abe Davidson 
A.M. J)avis 
Hyman lPishgall 
.fllfike Skalovsky 

A.J. Galinsky 
A. L. Ga linsky 
Herman Galinsky 
Wm. Gilinsky 
Louis Goldberg 
J~ • .N:. Grue skin 
Morris Skalovsky 

}acob Kalin 
lv1eyer Levitt 
Herman Miller 
Sol Novitsky 
J'ack Hobinson 
Ben Schulein 
Kate Slot sky 

Of the menibers of the Board of '11rustees, as hereinafter set 
forth, each of the following shall hold. of £'ice during his li:ee 
time, or until his resignation shall have been accepted by the 
Board. of' Trustees, or until t.he removal o:f such Trustee :t'rom 
Sioux City, Iowa: 

Herman Galin.sky Ben Schulein 

'.l'he President of' the Mount Sinai 'J.1emple Brotherhood ancl 
the President of the Mount Sinai Temple Sisterhooli shall immed ... 
iately, upon their election and. installation, become members of the 
Board of C['ruste<:is. The Presia.ent of Mount Sinai Congregation shall 
appoint two ad.di tional members o:f the Boa.rd of' Trustees, as soon afSl 
possible after his election and assumption of off'ioe, to serve for 
a te:r.rn of two Yf:Jars. 

~.1he other eleven members of the Board of Trustees shall hold 
of fie e until the rn1xt annual meeting of the members of this corpo r­
a ti on, a.t which time new tru.B tees shall be elected, of' whom five 
shall be e1ected for a term of' one year and six: for a term o.f two 
years, the length of term to be determined. by the number of votes 
cast for each trustee, of whom the si:z: highost shall serve for 
two yi:1ars and the balance for one year. At the annual election 
of Trustees in 1931, successors to those whose terms e:x:pire at that 
time shall be elected. for a term of two years, and thereafter all 
elective Trustees shall be elected for a term of' two years, and 
no elective or appointive '11rustee shall be eligible for reelection 
or reappointment until at least one term shall have intervened.. 

Upon the doath, resignation or removal of any life Tra$ibee, 
his successor shall be elected by the Board of Trustees to hold 
office until the succeeding armual election of Trus·tees • 

. 
~I.1he said Board of Trustees shall, as so on as prao'ticable 
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a:t'ter the annual meeting .of the members, at a me8'ting, the date 
of which shall be fixed by· the President, but no later than two 
weeks after the said annual meeting of' the members, elect by 
majority vote a ]?resident, Vice Presiclent, Secretary and 
11reasurer, each of whom shall hold office for a period of two 
years and until his su.cceessor shall have been elected and 
qualifiea. 

rt1he Rabbi shall be chosen by the Board. of 
1
I'rustees at such 

time as they may deterraine, and for· such length of time and. upon 
such terms as they may deem expedient, and :for the best interests 
of the corporation, and he shall be elected ·by a majority vote 
of the members of the Board of Trustees. 

No less than nine (9) members of this corporation shall be and 
cons.t:ttute a g_uoru.m f'or the transact ion of business at all regular, 
annua:l or SJ>SCia,l rneetings. ·'..i 

ARTIOLE XVII 

These Articles of Incorporation· shall not be altered, changed 
or a.mend.(:ld unless a proposal for such alteration, change or amend­
ment be macte in w:riting to the Board of Trustees, and adopted at 
a special meeting of the corportJ.tion called for that purpose, not 
less than ten days thereafter, and then onJ.y provided that such 
alteration, change or amendment shall have first been adopted by 
a majority vote of the whole number of the Board of 1.111·ustees, and 
shall have been approved 'by the corporation present at the meeting 
called for the con~ideration of such alteration, change or amend-
ment. 

Datea. this 30th d.a;~,r of Decem'ber, l'i140 

Mt. Sinai Congregation 

By J'. Kalin, J?re s id.. ent 

By Herman Miller, Secretary 
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Arti oles of Incorporation of A..da.s Yoshurun ... Aug. 4th, 1896 

Articles of Incorporation of Adas Yoshurun state of Iowa, Wood-bury Co. 

The undersigned. hereby aseociate themselves and agree to become a 
corporation under the statutes in such oases made and provided. and 
for such purpose agree to and have signed the fo1lowing articles o.f 
incorporation. 

Seo. 1. The name of this corporati9n shall be Adas y·oshurun, and its 
principle place of business 9 Sioux City, Iowit~. 

Sec. 2. This corporation is for the purpose of establ:i.shing and main­
taining a congregation for the promotion and teaching of the Ortho­
d.ox Hebrew Heligion and worshipping iri. accordance with the principle~ 
thereof. 

Sec. 3. This corporation shall commence on. the 4th day of August 
1896 and. continue :for a statutory period unless sooner dissolved by 
the merribers o:f the corporation. 

Sec. 4. The a:ffairs of the corporation shall be conducted by a 1)oard 
consisting o:e a presid.ent, vice-president, secretary, treasurer and 
two trustees, ana" until the first s 0m:l.-annual meeting to be held 
on the last Sunday in October 18'i16, D. Fa'bion shall be president, 
Ii. Silver, vice-president, S.J. Cohen, secretary, .F. Brodkey, 
Treasurer, N. Brodkeyt first trustee and A. Baro.n, second trustee. 

Sec. 5. These articles of incorporation and s·uoh by-laws as may be 
made not inconsistent with and not contrary to law shall govern the 
corporation. 

Sec. 6. Private prop .. erty of the members of this corporation shall be 
exempt from corporate debts. 

Witness our hands this 4th day of' August 1896. 

L. Silver 
J • .N. Krueger 
I. Liphstz 

D. Fabien 
A. Barom 
r. Brodkey 
s. Cohen , 



AJ?J?:IilNJHX XII - --
Articles of Incorporation of Ada~3 Ieshurn lvla:i:·ch 8 1901 , 

The undersigned whose :names are affixed here to, do hereby for thern­
selvesvi and their associates who may hereafter become members hereof, 
become a body corporate for rellgious and charitable pur:poses, and 
do hereby adopt, sign and execute the following articles of Incor­
poration. 

Article 1 - 'I1he name of this corporation shall be Adas Ieshurn, 
which said name shall nev03r be ohangi.:Jd. Its principle place of' 
business shall be at Sioux City, Iowa • 

.Article 2 - 1l1he object and pu.rpos.e of this corporation is to perform 
works of charity anci benevolence, and by means of a. church organ­
ization to propagate the ,Jevvish faith among the people of Sioux 
City • 

.Article 3 - This corporation shall commence business March 3rd. 1901 
and continue :f:'ifty· years unless sooner d.issolvecl by a unantmous 
vote of the :Board of CCri.1stees of said corporation. 

Article 4 - Seo. 1 - The corporate powerof this corporation shall 
be vested in the following officers elected from 
the general congregation, to wit a president who 
shall be ex-off'ioi.o, a member off the Board of 
Tru.'3tees, a vice president, a treasurer, a finan­
cial secretary·, a correspondent secretary and. 
f'our trustees. 

Sec. 2 - All officers shall be elected. for one year 
as follows. 111he President, '.J.1reasurer, oorres_pond­
ing seoreta.ry and. two trustees at the first regular 
meeting in Aprll, and the viee pr<9s1d.ent, finan­
cial secretary and. two trustees at the :first re­
guJ.ar meeting in September of each year •.. Ancl the 
duties of the respective officers shall.be the 
same as usually devolve upon l:Lke officers of' 
similar corporations. 

Seo. 3 - :c1he trustees may fill any v~wan~y occuring in 
any of:fi.ce between the regular times of election. 

Article 5 - The Boa.rd of Trustees shl,:l.11 hold a regular meeting on the 
first Sunday of each month ancl once in ea.ch three months a gen­
eral meetin.tt: o:f:' the congregation shall 'be helcl. Until the regular 
times .Provided for the election of officers the :following per­
sons shall constitute the provt s:i onal of:fic E-)rs of the corporation, 
each to fill the of:f:'ice set oppositE~ his name. 

:E'ros i d.ent; 
Vice-Hresid.ent 
'.I':r.easure r 
Oorres. Sec. 
:rr1inan. Sec. 

J. Kauffman 
Abe Shulkin 
M. Newman 
J. Shopiro 
J. Shulkin 
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Trustees: 
lVI:. Mushkin 
H.. lv1u~:ihlcl.n 
J. G.-ruBkin 
lVL. I1evi ch 

.Article 6 - The President shall have tbe right to call a meeting 
of thB congregation or of the Board of Trustees when necessary 
for the welfare of the congregation 

Article 7 - A ciuorum for the transaction of business shall be of 
the congregat:lon, tEm members and. of the Board of Trustees a 
majority thereof. 

Article 8 - The congregation shall never be divided. 

Article 9 - '.L1he corporatlon shall mt:XRX have the :right to bu;y, sell, 
rent or own real and personal property for religious pu.rposes 
and to employ a ltabbi. 

Article 10 - The Board of '.rrustees shall have power to make such 
b~y-.laws as they may d.eem proper for the management of the af'fa1.rs 
of said corporation. 

Arti o le 11 .... These art:i. cl es may bE~ amended a~ any regular meeting 
of the congreggtion by a 3/4 vote, thirty days written notice 
of such amendment having be en prev:i.qusly given. 

In witnesi:~ whereof, we the undersigned inoorporators have 
herein.to a:t'f':Lxed our names this 3rd. day of March, 1901. 

John Kauffman 
Abe Shulkin 
J. Shapiro 
J. Shulkin 
M. Newman 

M. J~evich 
R. 1.il:ushkin 
J. Gruskin 
Max lVIiu.1hkin 
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~OW ALl~ .. Il/!EN BY_ THESl~ PH.i'.!1S.1ill'JTS: .!!J.at. we. the U;t1dersigned N. W .. 
Pickus, .Barney Baron, A. Mazie, .!iili Rabinow, .Lester Heeger, 
Wm Kantor, Robert Sacks, J. London,_Dr. H.JYI. Iievin, H. J;evin, 
A.H. Baron, Max J;azinsky, s.r. Skalovsky, M. Sef'f and Dr. s.u. 
Shulkin, do hereby associate ourselves together f'or the purpose 
of forming a corporation, not for :pecuniary prof'it, under the 
I,aws o:f the State of Iowa, in such cases made and provided, and. 
for the purpos<:i have agreed. to adopt the following Articles of 
Incorporation. 

Article One 

The name oi: this Corporation shall be nshaarE:l Zion Congregation". 

Article Two 

The prinaipiili place bf business of this corporation shall be 
Sioux City, W'o odbu.ry County, Iowa. 

Article Three 

The purpose and objeots of this Corporation shall be religious 
and educational in oharacter for the promotion of religious anc'l 
educational necessities and requirements of the melillllbers of same 
rights and customs of' the eTewish faith; and such other objects along 
the same lines that may from time to time ariee for the attention 
of this organization and for the purpose of' carrying out the objeote 
and purposes heroin specified. 

JJ'uthermore to establish and maintain a synagogue or Temple for 
the purpose of divine worship in accordance with traditional JudaJ.sm; 
·to maintain a school for the instruction in Hebrew or Jewish Hiirtory 
and Jewish Religion and for such othor general instruction; to foster 
Judaism in all its ·branches and to promote socia.1 inte:r.·course among 
its rnem'bers and among the Jewish population in Sioux City, Iowa, in 
general. Said Corporation may own, hold, sell, lease and. release, 
buila.ings and real-estate, and all kinds of property(personal} nec­
essary in fUrthering the interests of said co1·11ora.tion, and. it shall 
also have and. exercise all the gem:aral and implied powers and. be 
entitled to al.l the immunities, rights and priv:Lleges which are 
given or pertain to corporations, not for pecuniary prof'i t, und0)r 
and by virtue of the Laws of the s•ate of Iowa, as fully in all res­
p:ects as if the same were heretn expressly enumerated. and. claimed • 

. Article .H'our 

This Corporation shall begin doing bu2iness on the date that 
these articles a:re :filed. for record. in the Office of:' the County 
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Hecord.er of Woodbury· Ooun ty·, Iowa., and shall terminate at the end. 
o.f fift;y· years, unless sooner d:Lssol"Ved. in the manner provided 'by 
Law; provided, however, tbat this Corporation shall not be dissolved 
except by the af:firmati ve votes of at least three fourths of a 11 
the members thereof. 

.Article 1r1 ve 

The Of fie ers of this Corpora ti on shal 1 consist of a. President, 
Vice-Pres id.ant, ~L1r easurer, ~i1inancial Secy and Recording Sec'y, and 
a Board of 1rrustees. i:L1he Board of Trustees shall consist of JHf'teen 
members, and all officers shall be elected by the Board of Trustees 
and out of. the Board of Trustees. The Board of Trustees shall be 
elected at the annual meeting of the congregation which meeting 
shall be held the Sunday :following Hosh Ha.shonah at such time of 
the day as may be fixed. by the president, and in the event of the 
failure to elect at that time, an adjournment may be had and. an 
adjournment meeting may 'be held on the call of the President, or a 
special meeting called by the Preside~t for that purpose. The 
officers shall 'be elected. 'by the Board of Trustees at its first 
regular meeting. All Off'icers, except the '11rus tees shall hold 
office for the term of One Year. Trustees shall hold office for 
the following terms, to wit; JTiight 11rustees shall be elected for 
a term of two years, and the other seven shall be elected. fo:r a 
term of One Yea1•, and all such officers and Trustees shall be 
members o:f the Organization. 

:During the first year of this Corporation, and unti 1 the next 
annual meeting, the following shal 1 be and. consist of the Board 
of 'l'rustees; N.W. Pickus, A. Mazie, 1Uli Robinow, Lester Haeger, 
Barney· Baron, A. H, Baron, H. Levin and Max IJasensky who shall 
hold office for a term of two years.: and llii. Seff, Hobert Sacks, 
s. I. Skalovaky, Dr. H.M. Levin, Wm Kantor. Dr. S,.H. Shulkin and J. 
J;ondon who shall hold office for One Year. 

During the first year of tM.s corpora ti on aril until the first 
annual meeting of' the Board of Trustees after 11.osh Hashonah the fol­
lowing shall be -the Officers; N.W .. l~ickus, president; M. Seff, vice 
president, A. lVIazie, Treasurer, Eli B.obinow, Financial Sec'y and 
J;este r Reeger. 

Artie le Six 

11b.e Officers and T11ustees of this corporation shall h~we and. per­
form all the duties parttcularly set forth in the by-laws to be 
ad.opted by said Org;anization, and in tho absence of any specific 
duty prescribed. in said By-laws, said Officers sha;11 hav~ an~ 
per:form all du.ties usually a.evolvmng upon like officers in like 
Corporations. 

Article Seven 
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The Pri~ate property o:f the incor:porato:rs, officers and. members 
of this corporation shall be exempt from corporate debts. 

Article Eight 

1.rh es e articles o:f inco rpo rat ion may be amended in the following 
manner, to wit; Proposed amendment to the constitution may be sub­
mitted in writing at the annual meeting, or at m.y s.pecial meeting 
of the congregation, or by wr1 tten commun1cation to the Boa.rd of' 
Tr1::istees reg_uesting that a special mee·ting of the congregation 
·be held for the :purpose of acting thereon. The Iiresid.ent shall 
call a special meeting to act upon such proposed amendment within 
thri ty days thereafter. 

Any amendment shall be consid.ered. ad.opted and shall form a 
part of the Artiiles of Incorporation on receiving the assent and 
vote of a majority of the members present and voting at such meeting. 

Dated this 20th day of October, 1925 
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.AM:ElNDED ARTICLES 0]' INOOJ:ZPORA~L1ION OJi1 SHAARE ZION SYl~AGOGUE 
---·· '<I 'll I'~ ... - ........ ·- - 'Vf-- - --·~ 

Only those paragraphs which are clifferent from the original set 
of Articles of Incorporation will be given he:r·e. 

KNOW AL:C MfiJN BY THES:ill PRI~SEN'.PS: '.Vhat at a s:pecial meeting of the 
members of the Shaare Zi"on Congregation of Sioux City, Iowa, a 
corporation not for pecuniary pro:fit, duly organized. and. existing 
und.e:r. and by virtue of tho laws of the State of Iowa, held. at 
the Jewish Community Center at 308 Pierce Street in Sioux City, 
Iowa on the day· of March, 192'7 after due and. lega.1 notice had 
be en given t'O"'the members thereof in conformity with its articles 
of Incorporation and the laws of the State of Iowa, a.t which moot­
ing the reg_uisi te majority of the members ortr said corporation were 
present the following amended a.ncl substituted ilrtioles of Incor­
poration were duly ad.opted ·b~y a unanimous vote of the members 
of said. corporation present. 

The prescident and secreta.ry of tht~ said corpo:r.:-ti on were duly 
authorized and directed. to sign, acknowledge, record, publish and 
d.o all things which by law are rec1uired to execute, complete, and 
carry into ef feot the said. amended and subs ti tut ed. Articles of In-
cor:porati on of said co :r:porati on. 

ARTICLE TIIlUiJE 

~nd J~-~E..'.!::g!f2-h. .- Jilurtherrnore to e~~a~lish and. maintain a. Syna­
gogue or Temp e for the purpose of d1 vine worship in acoordancEcJ 
with conservative trad.i tional Judaism; etc. 

AR'I1ICLE :B10UH 

':rhi.s oorporation 'began doing business on the 10th day of Nov­
ember, 1925 on which date its original Artioleei of Incorporation 
were filed for record in the Office of the County Hecorder of 
Wo od'bury County, Iowa, and shall terminate on the 10th day of 
November, 1975 unless sooner dissolv-ed. in the manner provided by 
law; provided howvvur that this corporation shall not be dissolved 
excep, t by the affi ma:tive vote of at least three-fourths of all 
the mern·be :rs thereof. 

A.Rr.ricr;m FIV,m 

~~~9.:_~_.la~~ .. l2~.!~~~E?.. - The following· .Persons shall constitute 
the board o:f trustees for the year of 1927 until the ne:::d annual 
meeting or until their successors .are du~y elect~d. a.ncl qual.if:~ed: 
B. Baron, E. s. Robinow, M. Seff, ]_Jester. He egor, .tl.. Mazj~, e, H. ~evin, 
A.H. Baron, M. :rJasensky, J. London, V'!m Kant0r, Albert Sacks, J. 
Rob:ln, :m. Ohesen, J .N. Kruege:.r.\ a.mt IVI. Ginsberg. 

·1 of."" I{ 111rM;) O .. O •. J';~.oc1 

' " ~ , ; , ~ <I"' • 1)¥ t~ • ' ' " ' I • l I i I, ' 1 ' ' ' , \ 

. . . 
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Du.ring the year 192? and until the next annual meeting o:f the 
board. of trustees, the :Eollwwing shall be the o.f':fi.cers: B. Baron, 
presidentt 11. Mazie, treasurer, :m .. s •. Robin.ow, f:Lna.ncial secretary 
and r,ester Heeger, corresponding seel8etary. 

() 
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