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INTRODUCTION

The wonderrul disceveries made on Bebyloniau

and Assyrian soil within the past few wears, have

—

turned thither the inquiring eyes of the intalli-

.

|
|
|
|
|

gent world, A new light has arisen in the East,

'which, daily growing in intersity has with penetra=
; tdag, searehing rays entered into the dark nooks
' and retreats of mysteries and foreed them to dis-

|
|
| elose their carefully concealed treasures, Through

| it, the historie1 horizon has been exténded until |

' now it embraces times before undreamt of. For the |
| !
| beginnings of eivilization, we no longer look to thgz

| banks of the Nile, but to those of the Tigr#s and

|
Euphrates. There it was that hwnan culture was i z
| eradled, there it was that the divisions of times, | ]
| the names of planets, the value of weights and ‘
| ,
 measures, the cuneiform and hiergglyp_hie systems ia_. "

|
. of writing were determined and establiched, Thence |

hﬂ—’_h._is.'.ha_ EEF <21 WS R
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emanated many of the interesting descriptions of
' %nature, many of the enchanting legends eonecerning '

|
igods-: and men, whiech have formed the bases for the |

| : :
lprelnstorio accounts of various people. And thourh
the nations who occupied these regions have long |

fsince passed away, the records which they have left

hehind are eternal testimonials of their worth,
ﬁhrough them their authors will ever live to remind
us of the deep debt of gratitude we owe them, for
the invaluable services they have rendered, in pre-
senting us with the key wherewith to unlock the
barred doors of Seriptural passages; in plaeing in
:our handes the weaponn-wherewith to put an end to ?
mereiless attaeks upon the veraclify of our *book." |
The innumeratle references to Biblical statemeiits,
:to historical events, concerning the Imraelites,
whieh the monuments eontain have opened a fieid of
research, rieh in promises of startlang dev910pmeu$s.

|
Moses in his grand address (Deuteronony KKl -7 )
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'violent hands upon the holy Seriptures and had de-

appealed to the heavens and earth to bear testimony
to his words, The latter at least, after the lapse |
of centuries hacs responded most satisfactorally.

L.
Mother earth has at last consented to deliver,tecs-

timony, which makes 6f no avail meny of the hostile |
|

attempts to accuse the 01d Testament of fallacies

and inacecuracies, Ruthless eriticism had laid

'termined that our saered histories were but myths

'and fables; but fortunately, by the magie touch of

‘the explorer’s spade, the old world has been revi-

'vified and induced to speak authoritatively of

%

Qaffairg;ioug ago, The deeds of seriptural kings

receive confirration after confirmation from the

monuentec of the ancient ares. Unexpected lizht | ' ‘Ei

has heen shed upon passages hitherto obscure and en-
tirely unsuspected explanations have been offered |
|

: . . | |

of events recorded by the inspired writers of the | _

M3 Testament, The errors whieh we had fallen into

S E—




[ through Greek sources and which had been transferred

| - to our interpretation of various parts of the Bibleie

are removed. Cyrus, in the aceount recorded by

himself, not only suppl!ements and supports the

Biblieal narrative of the capture of Babylon but

nlco coreects the false impressions senerally held

of his being a2 follower of Zoroaster and a king of

| Persia, The monuments inform ug that he was a ‘;

polytheist and a king of Elam, In the latter re-

-

speet thir eoineides with Isaiah's prophecy, whieh

deelared that Elam would invade Babylon, ‘

8 A dead world has been called amain to life by the | 8
. spade of the exeavator and the patient labor of the|
decipherer®, says Sayee. On the momuments we are '
confronted with the familiar names of Tiglath
Piieser, Nebuchadnezzar, Sennacherid and Cyrus, nameés
which had appeared to many to be invented designa-

tions of suppoced personazes. These recorde of the

| past, speak to us in the language of 2 grend con- |

e e e e -— S e e——— S e i ————————
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firmation of the known and a glorious revelation of
: nnkéﬂﬁn.truths. : Skqp@ioailerit&es, who had assumed
that the Israelites of the royal period were a rude
_and bafbarous peoprle have heen put to shame byleon-
vinoing'proofs of the cultured, literary character
of the race, - Many a word, whose signification had
been a ewmse of great doubt in the minds of seholars
has been fiyed by eorresponding terms of these
sister tongmes., The semitic languages spoken in
Bab¥lonia and Acsyria were closely allied to thet of
| the Bible, in fael, resembled the latter, as nearly
as- one dialeet can another, Hence the vast im-

portance which the former has for a £tudent of the

iBible, in deterning the exaect meaning of uncertain
:words and phrases must not be under-estimated,

| Babylonia was originally divided into iwo-
Eparts, viz; a northern, Acvad and a southern, Sumir,

'the Shinar of the 01d Testament, The primitive in-

hahitante of these :ountries were not membersof the

f
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Semitie i'aee ‘and spoke a language very much differ-

eut from that spoken by it. At an early date thecse

‘eountries were overrun by the Semitic Babylonians |
%thc conquered the Accadians and Sumerians, To This 11
‘circumstance theyundoub@edly owe their name of !
Copiim (Chaldesns), whieh sicmfies ®conguerors.®
Froo these aneient inhabitants the Chaldeans re-
ceived, aleong with many elements of culture; the
@uneiform cystem of writing and the literature |
written therein, containing formilae for warding oﬁ‘;
evil spirits, and hymns addressed to their gods, Inl
'the course of time the ‘languages of the Accadians
éa.nc:l Sum§riens fell into general disuse and were re-

‘placed by those of the Babylonians and Assyrians,

There were two periods during which the Israglites

ecame under the influence of Babylonian eustoms and

'beliefs)a.nd pocssibly many of the rites and ceremon=-

ies which the former observe have been derived from

the latter., Some date the earlier period frém the |




time that Abraham leaving the house of his fatkher

a
et Ur Casdim, ocarried westward Babylonian ideas and 3
‘traditions, dthers assign a later date to this 1

period and maintain that the Hebrews first became

‘acquainted with Babylonian conceptions durinz their

'sojourn amonz the Cenaanitish nations, The other ]
period of their contaet with the Babylonians was 1
that of the Exile, but whether they bormed_;ry-
thinz more than the names of the months at this

‘time is a matter hard to determine, Certain it is
'that these two beenches ®f the same race had many
‘similar customs and observances. The Babylonien

‘and Agsyrian accounts afford many striking illustra-

i
‘tions of religious practices in vogue among the

j.&:zcient. Hebrews, The earliest records, found in the%
idel;ris'of Assurbanip@l’$4” library, describe the

‘menner in which their cervices were conducted in :
'their houses of worship. The high-priest oifered

saerifices and pcur\\;; forith libationes to ihe godss

i
|




‘Under the highepriest were ceveral elasses of suba
ordinate priests, called Sangu, Among®hese were
eertain Pasisu, or 'Mhztm: whose offi ce it was to

| eleanse and purify with oil all unelean and defiled
!

persons and things, The temples of Babylonia, like

‘that of Solomon, were provided with basins filled

\with waber for purification purposes, These basins
l;lre:'e denominated Apsi, deeps or ab)fysses, remindinz
‘us of Solomon’s, ®Seas®. The interior arrangement

'of their temples bore a stricing resemblance to the

|'
|
|
| |
femous temple of Solomon, At the extreme end the |
!'Para,ku', "Holy of Halies® was placed with a curtain!
'dravn before it to conceal its most sacred contents |

from profane eyes, Within one of these shrines a ! '
i 2

eopper ark, containing two tablets of stone was dis- .'

covered, This ark was rectangZular in shape and was

provided with rings at each coraner, through which

two ctaves could he put to enable the priests to

eacily eonvey it from place to place, This calls




to mind the Israelitish ark, also of reetangular
shape, with its rings to receive the staves and its

two tahblets of stone., The sacrifices and offerings

made by thes_e nations were of a like charscter and
i attended with, in many respects, the same ceremonies
i as those of the Hebrews, Their offerings were

l characterized as ®peace,® free will,* *heave,®

’ "turnt* ete and were divided into two classes, vit:
éthose of animals, as sheep, oxen ete and those of
I

imeal and wine, The last was poured upon the vietim

or the altar, Various special dresses were worn

' during the performanee of religious eeremonies and
{
r.

| ablutions :i.r’zyure water were frequently made, Like
r

o i L0l

the Ismeliteé the seventh day was observed as a da:
| of rest by the Rabylonian: and Assyrians and was :
lecignated, by the former at least, by the same na.me,i
' SmbbotuM, cignifying, a *day of rest for the heart,®

' This we learn from the ealendar of the saintds davs

' for the intercalary mout.: of Elul, which makes the
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seventh, fourteenth, twenty-first and twentyseighth, )
thercof, Sabbaths, These dave were observed by

abstaining from ceriain kinds of woi-l_: and actions,

| as cooking of flesh on fire, putting on 61‘ white
Igaments, offering of seerifices, .nttering of curses - 2
ridiny about in chariots, Every undertaking which ]
required any physical exertion was strictly for-

?bideen, thereon, This sacred character attached to

 the sevenih dey, doubllessly arose from their wors

-

' ship of the moon which every seventh day entere§ 2 |t

flnew phase, Eaoch change in the manifestation was to
' be honored with speeial prayers and hymms., Their
i.Sa‘:bath differed therefore from the Jewish, in

' having this essentially Iunar character, With them

L

i
|
1
|
' the first Sabbath of the month and vhe day of New ‘
' |

| Moon ecoineided a2nd therefore sinee the month ccms:ts--I

' ted of thirty deys the last week thereof would con=- '

tain nine davs. Besides the Sabbaths, the Baby=-

| lonians and Astvrians had various feasts and fasts,

1
!
f
il

l
1
]
i
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whereon certain rites were performed and eertain

sacerifices offered, They likewise observed a law

which commanded the dedieation of their first horn
cons to the serviece 6f different gods. Before the
| images of their gods also were tables on which the
show bread was placed, The animal world for food

 and saerificial purposes, was divided into clean and

A

|
|

uneclean, lewful and unlawful, Lows similar to the
ordinances of our people, cormanding that the flesh
. | of swine and reptiles should not be eaten, were as
| strictly adhered to by the Assyrians, a.s?t—he most
irigorous followers of the Mosaie code, The very
' mention of Khumzir, <M was carefully avoided by
all faithful servants of the gods. George Smith
' mentions several lmws relavive to the s0il, which
: closely
 when compared to the code of Moses, are seen to very,
resemble several of the enactments ‘institut.ed by him, .

' One of thoce mentioned, aimed at the retention of

property in the came family, another provided for




the return of land, which l_m.d been disposed of,

|efter the lapse of a certain period, a third pre-
posed, to prevent the impoverishment of the soil,
iby allowing erops to be raised only every alternate
|

yeaTse

5 sut it is not the design nor the province of

'| this work to comment upon the worth and s;gnifi-

|
‘ea.nce of these agreements in religious and eivil ]

|
| ma.tters. whether the one nation derived its custOnsi e |
1awe and ceremonies from the others or all from 2 |
sommon source, are questions which for the purpose |
;, of this thesis have 1itt1le moment, All that has l‘
:ibeen attempted in the above introductory remarks ‘1
‘has peen to indicate the creat importance which |
thece Ascyrian jnserintions have for 2 correet ine
terpretation and waderstanding of sacred Seriptures.

i
| The value of the evidence which they bring in con-

'-_ firmation and support, or of refutation and denial

. of ctatements of thr Bible can be considered with-
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:
:
:
1

‘ regulations in question originated a.xil:witheut es-

':tablishing any divine promulgation of each and mﬂl

cormand, The author has set before him the task

of treating in the light of Assyria.n.and Bq.b‘ylonian |

discovezries the passages, relative to the royal
period of the Jewish péc)ple, found in the last two
divisions of the Bible, It was during this period
that the Israglites were.frequéntly; thrown into
contact with the p;wers. The latter had meny ec-
casions to enter into either friendly, or hostile
relations with the kingdoms of Judah and Israel and
we may therefore justly expectto find many refer-

ences to occurences, recorded in the books compos-

| ing these divisions, The kings of Babylonia .nd

Assyria exercised a mighty iufluence, in shaping o r

|

?;hi'story and though thlir acecounts may have been
|
dictated ’hx many instanees, by their overweening

"va.nity and arrogant pride, they mey still in the

out determining first with which of the peoplé the
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'the rain be regarded as faithful protraitures of ~

] events, The deseriptions of victories achieved by

themnseives are undoubtedly correct in every resppet,

_especially sinee we witness with what evident de-
light they dwell upon even the siallest detail, for
instance, o6 the exact mumber of forces arrayed on
either side, prisoners captured, chariots taken, |
prinees and kings subdued ete, Since therefore the
Bible often refers to the subjugation of the king-
doms by Assyrian and Bebylonian rulers we may reas=
onably hope to find reliable records of such events |
at least, om the tablets devoted to the undertakings
of these monarcehs, DBut before euntering upon a con- |
sideration of the bearing of the various pacssages
of the inseriptions upon Biblical narratives, a few
remarks about the Chronology @f Seriptures and its
value as compared with that set forth upon the mone
uments may not prove amiss,

The Hebrew cystem of Curonology ineluded within the




books of Kings, and the Assyrian, contained in the

list of Eponyms, unfortunately do not coineide.

| There is orie date upon which both of these chronol- |
ozical soruces eompletely agree and that is the
| date of the complete ruin of the Kingdom of Samaria, Ll
722, By Co E, DBut before and after this year

there‘ is scarcely any epproximetion to concurrence,

' Which of the systems then are we to regard as true

~and correct? Which are we to adopt as the standard

' wherely to abide? Which must we reject as incorect | ~
'and unreliable? Let us endeavor to answer these |
questions, We find no vindication of Biblical
 chronology anywhere and in fact we are frequently

: confronted in perusing the books ‘of kings with cone
fusions of times and ineonsiscencies as to success- |
ion of events§ The Assyrian, on the other hand is |

. strongly reinforced and sustained, in the period |
|

| subsequent to 722, by the so called Ptolemaeus

' Canon. The latter # estab.ishes as the time of thq"




e

pampaign undertaken against Egypt and Palestine, the

first year of Sennacherib’s reign, 701 B.C.E,, where.

'!as the Biblical sources represent the expedition as
%having occured in 714, The Assyrian chronology,
‘with its Eponym 1ist and its annals of Sargon, con=-
‘firm to the minutest details, the statement of the
Ptolemceus, Here consequently we have two strong
unquestionable authorities arranged against the

single evidence of the Bible, which in an instance |

in which we have reason to expect it to be especi-

ally reliable and trustworthy most treacherously i

disappoints us with a discrepancy of thftteen years.§

And now if in the more recent period of Jewish his- i
l

tory, ehronological errcrs have been thus deteected,

ecan greater credibility be claimed for the dates 3ivkh

of earlier events dcseribed in the Books of Kings?

| Assuredly in this more ancient period there is more |

oceacsion for suspeeting mistakes, The other sources

|
' have been preserved for us in such completeness and \
| :

|



‘actions and accept the Bible as the only, faithful
" end unerring guide, espeecially sinee we have unime

: ] -
peachable proof #8 iRe careless unfaithful rezard

for chronological accuracy, The unalterable monue
ments eertainly ‘Hﬁﬁ#:; greater confidence in this
resepet than the Scriptures, which passing through
the hands of copyists, suffered many changes. The

discerepancies in regard to matters of time between

the Bible and dnseriptions are not uniform, there
being sometimes a greater and sometimes a less dis-
eoreement and then quite an approximation to eoinT
cidence, ar for instance, the date of the overthrow

of Samaria, We subjoin the following table of

Sehrader as affording a elear indication of the

relation existing between these two srstems under

disenssion,

According to the : .
Monunents. Accprdinz to the Bible |

Battle of Karker 854, Ahab’s reign (in whieh |

the battle of Xarkar
occured, 918...897




' Jehu 842--Payment of tribute 884.858 period of
_ Jem’s reign.
| Azariah (Uzziah) 742-740. 809-758 period of
: ' Azariah’s reign.

lfenahen 738,Payuent of tribute 771-761 period of
Menahem' = réisn.,

Pekah 734, Defeated by
Tizlath Pileser

758.738(?) period of
Pekah?s reion.,

Hoshea 728last year that
' Ausid (ya) can have paid
‘tribute to Tiglath Pileser

730-722 period of
Hoshea's reign

™11 of Scmarie 722 722 Fall of Samaria

'Hezekiah 701, Sennacherib’s 714 Sennacheribs’
campaifn., - Invasion,

696642 period of
Memnaseh's reign.

Menmaseh 681, 673, 668,
(667?) 647, revolt of
Sammughes

Then after this a. digerepancy of thirteen years
4:#-# /--117 w

aprears thou in Mennaseh's reig J,the two systems

are in harmony. Thus we see that there exists no

speeial error, which could be readily rectified,-

The‘chronolo::y may_he echarocterized as artificial,

Notwithstanding the unrealiability of its chronology

'as i.dicated by this comparison with the more relia.-




Ible inseriptions, the historie record of the Bible
El;s in the main sustained throughout, the relatiens
ébetween’ variours persenages and QM@&S is fully
sibstantiated and but few inaceuracies can he de=

‘tected, The Books of Kings as we shall enceavor to
show in the following pages, receive very satisa

factory corroboration from the monuments,




'V 13-~The Lebanon mountains referred to in this

- verse are frequently mentioned on the monuments and

' ®pxalted house®, we can determine the exaet meaning

T KINGS

are designated bythe word mg'm, eorresponding to
the Hebrew 'i,?) . Th€ cedars which the Heb-
rews prized so highly were likewise held in great
esteem by the Assyrians., We find Esarhaddon accepts
inz them in payment of tribute and Asurbanipal util-
izing them in the erection of his Jz;agnificent ral=
ace, The=igtéer aleo-in describing the extent of
hic kingdom, states that the countries ackinowledses
inz his sovereignty, composed the regions between
the banks of the Tigris and the ranges of the Leb-

anon. (reninding us of the familiar usage of the

Dible in indieating the bounderies of Jewish terri- |

tory,.

V111::4%5-~ ’.3?3"3. --From the corresponding Assyrian 7

exprescion, Bit-Zabal, sign#fying *house of he:lg'ht,J|

&%a,;-m«,;/i
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of its Hebrew equivalent, Which accordingly ought
%to be rendered in a similar manner.

X 15 f1Ng-~ This ter:n so long supposed to be of
Persian origin, can betraced,from the eclew's fure
nished by the inseriptions, to -I:- purely Semitic
sogyee. It is employed and inflebdted by the Assy-
rians in such a menner as to forever prevent any
further possibility of its native character being
questioned, That the Hebrews derived the word
from the Assyrian Pahfit is an incontrovertible fact,
X1V-21-29 naﬂ'; --The words Jahidu and the gen-

tilie Jahudaai often occur in the insoriptions’ de=-

voted to the Kings after Tiglath Pileser; the for-

mer as the name of the southern of the twin Jewish |
|

Kincdoms and the latter as that of its inhabitants.

Serzon, Sennacheridb and Esarhaddon all desicnate the
country and its people by these terms,

XV1-23- 'ﬂ .appears frequently in the inserip-

tdons ac Huumri and is first encountered on the




Nimrod obelisk of Shalmaneser on which the tribute
of Jehu son ;f *Omri® is detailed, This Jehu was
undoubtedly he of the same name with whom fe are
familiar ‘a.s the successor of the rulers of the house
of Omri, The Omrian ;lym.sty evidently enjoyed
quite a reputation and was held in high esteem
among the Assyrians,for the Kingdom of Israel is
continually entitled ®mat bit-Humri,® land of the
house of Omri,* After Sargon’s reign, the kingdom

of Omri is never'referred to by Assyrian sources,

|

for it was through this monarch ssveecially, that 1tP

a
power was fajlly destroyed. : }
\

[\'5 II"'Q

PO S 'i'lm' This eapital of the northern king-l
dom, founded by Omri, is often mentioned in Sa.rgon';p
inseriptions, under the form Samirina. In an ine [
seription of Tigl@th Pileser 11, Menahem is spoken :
of as "lfenahem of Samaria,® thus indicating that in:

the latser times at least, the rulers of the ten

tribes, were referred to ac merely kings of the v

PO | B e 4




h;.';-:.ﬁpvita.l eity.

-20-- <N¥M¥ celled by Shelmaneser II Ababbu
Siaf (Ahab of Israel)is the first king of Israel
mentioned by the. inseriptions. .The faet that his
‘name appears on the momuments in connection with

that of Hadadezer, (Benhadad T of Damascus) ecan

leave 1o room to doubt the identity of this "Ahab |

. |
the Sirlite,* Furthermore the statement of the |

|
Accyrian king that Ahab had entered inte an a.llia.nce’i
with Damaseus is in striet and complete keeping with
the Bibliecal a_.ecount,ifh:lch informs us that after

the battle of Aphek the king of Israel had concluded

e treaty with Benhadad, which stipulated that the |

captured eities should be restored to their rightful

cvners (1 Xings XX-34). Undoubtedly this league |
. was inspired by the fear, which these two nations
shared in eomaon, of the growinz Assyrian power

whieh had berun to assume a formidable aspect,

The Confederacy however failed ignomirbusly




in its attempt to check the vietorious advance of

the Assyrian monareh, Fm the inseriptions we
learn that the allies were defeated with great
slaughter, at the battle of Karker, in the sixth
year of the pgreat king (854), In consequence of
the crushing blow dealt the Syrians, Isreel was
enabled to cease all relations with them, Re-
leased from the oa.ih binding him in the bonds of
united action the king resolved to recover from
weakened Damascus, the territory::rhieh she had
robbed him, But thh enterprise proved a disas=-
trous one, for in the decisive battle foughi the
king wae wounded and the disheartened army disw
persed,

The date assigned Lo this battle, as indi-

cated, in the teble quoted from Schrader, ca.not

be reconciled with the Biblical chronology, since,

according to it, Ahab would have been numbered

amons the dead forty yoars and more before this




| event, The year ziven by the inseriptions re=-
peives confirmatory steength from the fact that it

harmonizes well with the periods, aseribed, by other

inseriptions, to later kings of Judah and Israel,
XVil - 9 - NYPI¥ is a city of Phoenicia, sit-

'uated bpetween Tyre and Sidon, It occurs in the

-1 NI ” - This name, frequently met with
' in the Bible, mey be. indentified with that of Rr- |
Daade preserved in the inseriptions of Asurbanipal, E
iTE:e Ren-Hadad IT, referred to in this passaze of

' the Seriptures is the same person as the Dad)idri

| (Madad?idri) mentioned in the monolith inseriptien

' of Shalmaneser YI. He was the successor of his

form of Sar:l_pta__‘.,—,il_t‘?the inseriptions of Sennacherin.

' father 6 3Ben Hadad I, but was not désigz:é,te"-. by the

47

~ame nome | as_the Hebrews +4d) owinz to the oh=

jection towardg a =on who bore his Bather’c nane,
The Assyrian Hadad?!idri exactly corresponds to the

Hebrew m M. |




!

- 26 "E’! - Aphek was a place east of Lake|

Genesereth, It appears on & fragment ofahistorical
% e

inseription of Esarhaddon, under, similar name of

| Aplu,

NS RINGS.
kY ) ;
'V 18 - ‘ip? £ » Rammon,. perverted by the Mass- |

orites into the present form, Rimmon, in order to

?obtain for :Et an etmological'meaning, wags the

;sﬁpre;;-.c god of the Syrians of Damascus, He is to
Ebe Lﬁdeaztii{":led with the sun god, Hadad, venerated
by the North-Syrians. Mence it probably is, that
;Zecharia\ (X1X-21)when he speaks of ®the mourning
?;"or Hadad Rimmon i the valley of llegiddo® vrefers

to the solemnit@es observed by the Syrian$§ women

;-c-:ho every yeor bewailed and lamented the death of
the sun, slain, as it was supposed, by the winter,
The Assyrian inseriptiong like the Bible, depicty
Ra:mionn as the ehief diety of the Syrians. Among the

| Ascyriansand Babylonians, the native name Ramdnu was

i —————— e e

.
3, '
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- dnsceriptionsof Shalmaneser IX, and in his inseript-

wae never exchanged for the foreign one of Hadad.
Wwith them ﬁe is always an elementsd power, He is
the god of winds and clouds, tﬁnnder and lightning,
storms and rain, He is furthermore represented on
the one hand as inundating the‘fields of the impioug
and unjust, and, on the other, as pouring his re=
freshing waters upon the parched, thirsting soil of

the upright and pious.

V1iil = 15 - w'!l_! -Hazael figures in the obelislT
inscription of Shalmaneser 11 as Hazailu, i

X 2 XiN® - Jehu is mentioned twice in the

ions only. In the eighteenth year of his reign

this Assyrian ruler, mrwed unsueccessful in

. his attempt upon Damascu., departed therefrom and

retired to Hatiran, From here he sought the Medit-

i
|
|
i
i
. erranean and on the prdmonta.ry of Baal-rosh receive#
|

| of Tyre, Sidon and of Israel, Among a series of

the oaths of allegiance and tokens of subjection




1

—

I reliefs, representing the various nations offering
‘_ thg':lr tribute to the Assyrian monarch, is one on e
éwh:lch the anbelssa.dors of Jehu are depicted present.’ |
; ing as gifts, bars of silver, golden vases, spoons,
cups, goblets, pieces of precious wood and lead and
| & royal sceptre, They have the characteristic

' Jewish features and wear the distinctive, fringed

' robes reaching to the ankles, Above these is the

legend *the tribute of (Jeme abef Huumri®) Jehu son

of Omri®*,

X 32 - *In these days G8d Legan to cut off from

I

|

Israel and Hazael smote in all the b:arders of Ismel!:'.

| This passage becomes intelligible after having %

| learned from the above quoted inseription that Jehu lt

"became a subjeet of the Assyrian king., As such he i
would naturally incur the bitter enmity of Hazael, J|
who would take every occasion to punish him for ;

} allying himself with the Assyrian potentate. 'I'here-ii

] \
| fore we find the Syrian making frequent incursions |




|into Jehw's country and harassing him in innumerable
'r
ways, The king of Israel, helpless in the face of

|
' these depredations, seeks the protection of his dise

gtant 2lly, Wy have here the same play of circume
isl'.a.neo as those to be noted in the later days of ‘
‘Pekah and Abaz, when Judah attacked by Northern

ilsml in eonjunction with Syria, turned in appeal

'to the Assyrian ruler,

X1V 28, ~ "And how he (Jeroboam) recovered Da.zm.sqush 0

and Hamath, for Isrsel®, Jeroboam’s reign, when
reduced to the Assyrian chronology, is discovered to

be contemporeneous with that of Rammanigar, who in

O [ Jr =

his inseriptions informs us of several eampaigns

iirscted by him against, and a number of conquests
made over Damascus, | T! 2se successful expeditions
neturally wekken#d its power and thus we can readily
underctand how Jerobeam was enabled to win such

:‘::_;-ﬂr*_;,.é.:;t victories over this powerful eapital eity,

< A ﬂ:':!}! . ‘Azariah, the son of Amaziah,




king of Judah began to reign.®* The fragernts of
two tablets belonging to the cent'ra.l'palace of

‘Tizlath Pileser II reveal in several places what are

undoubtedly parts of the name of Azarish, After
several of these, the territorial des:lgnat:lon'mt
J:\.,udai‘( of the country efJudah) is appended, The -l
name abpears :i.n full on one of the fragments; how-

ever, without any remerk to indicate the exact per-

conage intended, Sti11 there can scercely be any

doubt, when we consider the evident contents of the

!

teblets, of the identity of the Azrialv] and Az- |
rijaam of the inseriptions with the Azzariah- Uzzilh_i
of the Bible, We have already noted in brief the

discrepancy that existes in this comneection ;oetween f
the Diblical and Aseyrian Chronoloy, Let us con- ||
sider here, more explieitly, the exaet nature of thefi

dicarreement, Aceording to the Biblical system if ;

correct, Azzariah- Uzziah could scarcely have played

the part of a econtemporary to Tiglath Pileser,

|
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| Seripture represents the king of Judah as having

| died in 758, while the monuments make the Assyrian
king ascend the throne th;rteen vears later, Hence
if we should accept both chmnﬂloéical systems as
accurate we would have to reject as altogether un-
authentie and unrelisble the entire Biblical narra=
tive which recounts the transactions between Azare
ieh and Tiglath Pileser, If we retain as true and

relichble, thic account of the Bible, we shall be

compelled to deny the accuraecy of one or the other |

|
|

standards of chronolozy. In this respect, the A:fyj

ricn, verified by the five-fold @anon of Rulers

decerves creater eredit certainly than the Bibliéalj
|

attested to by no other souree, An additionsl reasan

Lt

" azeiried for the accentance of the former and re=- ]
jection of the latter is given in the following i
words of Schrader; *If we shift the reien of Uzziah
down later, partly into the time of Tiglath Pileser,

according to the cuneiform inseriptions, we at once |




obtain room for the Minhimni Sm:l.ran:l,‘ (Menahe: . of

- Samarie) who with Rezin of Damascus, is mentioned by
- this mme king (Tiglath Pileser) as being a tribute i
to himself and who appears as a contemporary of |
Azarjah of Judah.® Menahem would then be the

Menahem of the Book of Kings (IX-XV-17) the cotem-

porary of Uzziah while Tiglath Pileser would be
identieal with Pul, king of Assyria (ibid 19).
These matters however 1111 be co.sidered in t.rea.tiré

these verses, Accepting the Assyrian Chronology,

what date shall we assign & Azariah? We learn
from the Annals of Tiglath Pileser end from the lis*
of Governors that e campaign was conducted by the '
great king against the Syrian eities in which were |
included Hamath and Arpad, frum 742 to 740. We

know that Azariah, who was in alliance with Hamath

upon this oeccasion took an asetive part in the |
]

Lot

strugsle, Henee we may conclude,at least as late

as 742, Azariah was still a.ive.




--17 - ‘llenahem became king of Icrael*, The ane

nels of Tiglath Pileser refer to a Minihimd Sam-

irinai as paying tribute to the king, but an iden=
!
' tification of him with the Menahem, of our verse, is

' sexreely p_ractiqable,' if we give any credence to

' Biblical chronology. According to it the begi:minc’

- of the twenty-years reign of Pekah, the second sue-

g cessor of lenahem occured in 758, thirteen years
| before the accession of Tiglath Pilesery The _theory!
| of a second Menahem, a rival of Pekah who sousht to |
- ecurry favor with Tiglath Pileser, is hardly tenable
~idn the face of the faet that there is nowhere any
reference to a second Menahem and furthermore is
whol‘ly incompatible with the cotemporary mention of
Uzziah, This latter circumstance leads us to iden-
tify the Menahem of the inseriptions with the Men-
ahem of the Bible, This however involves us in

serious difficulties, which though not directly cone

cerned with the subjeet of this verse my still be




s

iappmpriately considered here, From IT Kings XV-29

we learn that Tiglath Pileser undertook an expedi-
'!tion egainst Israel during the reign of Pekah.

III Kings XV1=1-5 furnishes in the cempaizgn of Perah
‘and Rezin in 17th year of the Israelitish king (741)
‘the reason for Tiglath Pileser’s invasion of the
former's territory. mrthemz‘-e aceording to IX
Kings XV-30, Pekah was slain in the year 738 by his
' successor Hoshea, who, strange to relate, does not
ascend the throne until after a larse of 9 years,
viz; the twelfth year of Ahaz, 729. (2 Kirgs,

XV1l - 1), (This Taet fact is in itself ouite cigw
‘nificant, espeeially since in 2 Kings, XV-30, the
acsascination of Pelah and aceession of Hochea are
treated of a.::clo:;ely connected events, uvninterrupte
by any interregiausn.) Dut when we examine the in-
ceriptions, we discover statements, whieh in point

of time, radically contradiet these date. The 1list

of governors desceribe the eampaizn egainst Pilichta

!
|
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' (Palestine)as having taken place from four to six

J years after Pekah¥s death. -Accordingly Pe}ka.i_;" s

reign mustbbe both placed ten years later and con-

| sideral':aly shortened, thus making it poscible for

' jenahem and Pekayah his predecessors o be engaged
in various t ansactions with Tiglath Pileser whose
rule of Assyria covered a space of but eighteen
years,"hile engoged on this period we may mention

another most important event of this time with ref-

erence to which Biblieal Chronology is found to be |
g 1
lamentably week, According to the indubitable |

tectimony of the Canon of rulers and a2lso ‘that ofdke
|
Piolemaeus, the campaign of Sennacherib agninst

Judah and Egypt may be assigned definitely to the :
year 701, Isaiah, who accoiding to Isaish V1.1, ’
received the prophetie eall in 759 (the year of 1|
Azariah?s death) &t the age of twenty, delivered ;
several oracles against the Assyrian monarch, Thcsé

must therefore have been uitered when the prophet

b 2o 10, -



o |

had reashed the advanced age of eighty or therea
about, His discourses however bear the evidence

and marks of the fiery zeal and ardent energy of o

much earlier period of life, If now we take as our |

‘Buide the Assyrian system, Azariah’s reign would
fall largely within that of Tiglath Pileser and his
death would occur as late as 740, 1I&aiah would then

accordingly be in the prime of Rd# life st the time

of the invasion of Sennfjeherib, He would have at-
tzined an age at whieh from a2 perusal of his dis- ]
courses we should reasonably expect him to have ar-
rived, This would enable us also to assume & cOnNe

tinuance of his prophetie activity for some time

after 701,
-19- 919 . This King is either a contemporary
of or identical with Tiglath Pileser, As a contem=
porary, he my have, been eithera general of Tiglath
Pileger or a rivel claimant to the throne, MNeither

of these suppositions _an be maintained, The first

g o e b s




iz instantly cest aside when our eves alicht upen

‘the phrase$ *Pul king of Assyria.® The second is

immediately rejected, when we call to mind the fact}
that we have a very complete record of all important
eveits whieh transpired during Tiglath Pileser's
reirn and that no-where do we find the slightest

or remotest reference to a rival potentate, If
tliere were such, Tiglath Pileser would certainly not
have omitted to mention his subjugation, since we
are well aware of the faet that an Assyrien king
ever takes special delight in deseribing the dis=

comfiture of 2 foe, We are therefore forced to

cecept the alternative that Pul and Tiglath Pileser |

were one and the same person and we are all the

more disposed to do so when we are informed by the
inceriptions that Tiglath Pileser in 738 undertook
an expedition to the West and reached the immediate
neighborhood of jorth Icrael. Now let us attempt

to fathom the causes that led t2 this chance of

ki



naune., George Smith has pointed out the namla Plu
~< belongine to an officer in the time of Sarmon,
It is highly probable that this officer usurped the
throne of Assyria and assumed the name of hip ila
luctrious predecessor, Tuklat abal afarra (Tizlath
Pilecer) the oreatest géhera.-l of the older dyiasty.
'We mow that a sacred cheracter was attaghec‘ te |
;ames by the Babyvlonians and Assyrians, They were
thought to be the causes of r_:ood or evil forfune,
Pul may have discarded his oWn naine for that of the
famous monarch of ancient times under the idea that
it would invest his claims to the throne with a
certain legitimoey and a2lso entitle him to the same
homage, devotion and reverence as was paid to tlre
orizinal bearer of the nare, Yet the earlier des-
irnotion may have proved the more popular one,
having been the one under which he first became
kaown to the Isrcelites., The Babyloniang rercog=

rized the name of Pllu cily; that of Tiglath Pileser




———————

~or Piru may vo Tatisfoctorily explained-es-a-later—

heving been associated in their minds with ideas of
hostility and invasion, In ceonneetion with this |
it i= of importance to note that Tiglath Pileser
ctyles himself far Babilu, king of Babylonie and
furthermore that he expressly states that hé ﬁad
conquered Bebylonia and had performed sacred rites
ir. towns thereof, We know thet in 731, the year in
which Tigzlath Pileser received the homage of the
Bahylonian king, kerodach Bala..d.an and conquered the

Dabylonian rulers, among whom was Chumzir; Pul or

et & : . ) ¢
?crAthe xinz of Babylon, according to the Canons of |

1
Pinlesmeus, Chunzir also in this year is mentioned |

- e

ot
ac king of Babylon subordinate however, to a superm_lr

riler Porns, Thie leads us to ascociate bhoth names]
with one pergen. A further evidence of the identity
of Tiglath Pileeer with Pul or Por is derived from

the Taet that at the same time as the death of ,

{
1
{

Ti~lath Pileser both the thrones of Ascsyria and

Rabvionia hecame simultaneously vacant ("26). Tor

t
[ - S —




Pereion form of prounounciation -for Pol or for what
in %he inseriptions has been found to be Pt‘fm;ﬁo,
F“"" e In o siulla.r maer we find Bebimw in the
Perzian cueiform for Babilu, This Ment*lfieation
of Pul with Tizlath Pileser had -already been made
in Talimd Senfedrin 94-A, Now Il‘et us co.-n;iure up thi
Pul or Tiglath Pileser from among the dead past and
let us see whether the records which he supervised

speak in language confirmatory of the Biblical aec-

cunt of him, or not, The general impression gaine#d

from the annalistie and summerizing or triumphal

inceriptions of this monareh certainly eorrecsponds
to the eonception of him which we had formed from q‘
peruszl of the Bible, He appears in these recordsz
ac 2 powerful warrior prince who subjucales WesterA
|
Asia from Media in the Fast to the teditteranean
in the West, To his great executive and military
ability, it seems, the second Ascyrien Rmpire owed:

not only ite origin but alsoc & great degree of its
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reniown aid SueCess, put now let us turn to parti-
cular eventse According to the 1list of GOvernors,
riglath Pileser 4n 732 engaged in an expedition to

+he lend Philistia, This is here specially T«

rerred to, not because it was ageinst this country |

. exclusgively that his forees were directed, but be=- \

cause it was the most distant point to which his
projected ca;tnpa.ign extended, We have proof from 2
+meh mutilated fragment of the annals that thils war
1ike movement a.ffected towns of Samaria, Judal, \

Moab, Edom and Ammon and Phoenicia 2s well as tho-;e\

of Philistia, Several places Of Beth Opri are |

enpuerated as having been eonquered bY him, ameng ‘\
which, are two whose partially gefoced names betra.:r‘:i

a cimilerity to two of those <iven in thic verse c;f’si
Fariptures, ViZg Gilxead ond Abel-bheth lcachl. ‘
'fl;ese facts scen t0O jndionte that this expedition lll
reoorded in the ﬁst of governors 2% undertaken !i
!

1

against Philistia eruroced 2180 that one whieh was |
Rt - e (= 1
|




Jirected against Pekah., The triumphal inseriptions
sertainly remove whitever doubt may still heve been
entertained eoncerning the association of this
compaiem, aceinet Philistis 'with that, against the
Jewish king. The year of this warlike enterprise,
754, merke also the date of the recognition, on ihe
part of Ahaz of Judah, of the Assyridn supremacye.
Tn reoure the latter’ s assistance against her gister
rincdom and Demascus, Judsh paved the tribute
treated of ilffg(in;‘s XVl - 8, The dispateh of this
tributewas immediately followed by the expedition
‘arninst Damascus, This is in perfeet harmony with
the 1ist of Governors which places the siege and
capture of Damascus in the years 73% and 732, The
Biblieal and cun@iform records are in remard to
this matter m;ua.lly supplementary. The Bible ine
forms us of the conques® of the eity, the deporta=-
tion of its inhabitants and the execution of its

ring, tut leaves us in uncertainty as to the lencth




of the siege, the number of the-deported people and
tneir treatment by the great king. The ignorance as
+o these matters the inseriptions remove. The fol=
1awing year we find Tiglath Pileser master of BabY=-
105, rooeiving the homage of its eonquered suverign i
:tarodnch Bpladan, This ends the worlike career of
ihe creat king, for the remainder of his 1life was
ocecupied with t+he peaeeful eivil and religious pur-
cuits, Upon his death in 727 he wacs succeeded DY
Shalianeser,

- 70 “Hoshea formed & consPiraey' ete. The in-
coriptions of Tizlath Pileser represent Hoshea as
naving secured the erown of Isracl as & reward ’or
the payrment of tribute and acknowledpement of sub-
jection and obedience +o0 hiswill, The Bible how=-
eyer cpeaks of this pavment of tribute and condi=
tion of wvacsaloge with reference to Tiglath Pil-
ecer) SoUECESSOT, SCIN wacherib, and tnerefore depicts

2o having rucceeded to the throne through




| his owvn endeavors,

L & "'“ . Trequent reference is mede
o : 4

| to this Syrian king on the plates of Tizlath Pileser,
E"Hi: nome in the Ascyrian idiom is Ragunnmu, He

| appears first in conjunction with lfenahen as a
:tributary of the'gréa.t king and arfterwerds as an
. 211y cooperating with Pekah to throw off the burw

Jensone yvoke of Asswvria,

YVI - 8 "And Apaz took the silver and the gold ;
and cent to the king of Assyria a bribe.* This 1
stotement dic in complete secord with the inserip=

tion belonging to the seventeenth year of Tiglath

Pilecer'® reign, in which it is said that the king

received tribute from a number of prinees, among
£

whon was Joahaz (Jauhazi) of J'uda.ix, the Bibliecal |
Ahez., The difference in form i etween the two naros, |
Ahez and Jéa.t;.az may be explained on the assumption
that the Jewish writers deeming it a profanation

that cuceh on idolatrous &kip~ should bear a2 name COn=




taining o divine appellatien sbridged his original

| designation to that of Ahez., It was while in at-

" tendance at the court of the great king, convened

ot Darmseus for the reception of subjeet princes,
thot Ahaz saw the altar, the pettern of which he
cort to Urijah, with instructions to ercet a simi-

izr one in the temple,

CHAPTER XVl
7 - "Shalmaneser ( m”.@’ went up against

>
14, The Assyrian form of this name is SalmAnu -
u¥¥ir ond signfies *Salman perdon,' He reigned ac-

cordino to the list of governors, from 727 to 722,

Trom this source we can however glean nothing fur- i
ther, There are noted thereon expeditions under- E
token by Shalmaneser, but as the names of the peoplqil
arainst whom they were direeted are very much oblit#;
ernted we cannot determine whether the land of |
Isreel was ineluded in his warlike enterpriresawé

Sargon, the suceessor of Shalmaneser never mentions

himself a3 the son of his predecessor and therefore




" throne by usurpestion,

| it is more than 1ikely that he succeeded to the

A - So ( #%®) king of Tzypt. From evidence offered

by the inseriptions it is elear that this is not
:he correct pronuncistion of this name. The liass0or-
itpo were in error when they vowelled this word,

Sargon, iR his records has presérved it for us in

vy . N
its correet form Sehif, the indicating plainly thal

its Hebrew equivalent ought to be m. The
suthor of this portion of the book of’ kings is i
1irewice inaceurste when he pictures Seveh as xing |

of Rzypt. Writing at 2 later period the auhtor

evidently honors him with e title which he attained

only aft erwards, Sargon, in his inseriptions dnes |
H

not represent him as a king' mt as a prince (8i1- ‘
tannu).  Hence when the Assyrian came into con=- [
r1ict with the Fgyptisn (720) the latter was not as
o |

vet recegnized as&supreme ruler,

5. “pnd the king of Ascyri- went up azainst Sam-

(S




aria and besieged it for tlree yeers, That ;n As-
~ syrian king underteok the siege of Sameria and that
it was captured after an assault of three years are
 facts attested to by the Assyrian monuments, They

inform us that Samaria was taken in the first year

of Sargon 722 and therefore Shalmaneser his pre-

decessor can be credited with but two years of the |
attack upon Israel’s capital, |
54 . *And the king of Assyria brought (people) frm+
Babylon Kutha, Hamath and Sepharveim and settled |
(them) in the cities of Samaria instead of the |
children of Israel,® Both Sargon’s cylinder ine i
seriptions and his annals of the ‘seventh yeax{ 715, '
stote most eclearly that he settled subjugated |

|
|
tribes in eonquered Samaria, Babylonians are also

in partioular represented as having been deported ]
in 721 to the land of the Chatti, which ineluded |
vorthern Icsrael, This was followed by a second

tronsportetion of Babylonians in the year mentioned

!
!
|
d
|




| above, Two of t.'.he towns, Kutha and Sepharvaim,
mentioned in this verse belonzged to the Babyloniﬁn
territory and the-reforc it is but reasonahie to
suppose that their-inhabiiants were among those he
had brought to Samaria and lccated there., Xutha
eprears on the obelisk of Sha.l.rm;elser as Kuti, a
town of central Babylonia, Sepharvaim ic the
Accyrian Sippara. This seat of early Semitie sup-
remacy in Chaldea appears to have been a dual city,
of which one part has bet::n discovered in the mounds
F Abu Rablu by MaHommzd Ressam, and thé other,
in the mounds of Anbar, It is from this charseter
07 the town that the dual form of the Hebrew equiv- |

alent becomes intelligible to us, It was i the

ncighborhond of this Sippara that Sarcon founded thq
' |

) ;
celebrated library, which caused this distriet to 1

e place of books, It was this desiga-

o g

be known as t

netion, undoubtedly, which afterwards prompted the
dhrvotion
porular of the name from m a book,




o e

~ Hamath he separated as his royaﬁ portion from the

Relative to the extradition of the people of Hamath,
we have statements of Sargon which accord well with
the Biblical account, We read in his records that

ofter having accomplished the defeat of the king of

cpoil, 200 chariots and 60C horsemen, Thie leads

ne to the inference that the main body of ecitizene
!

were carried away into eaptivity, and this :tﬁ‘erencT
iz especially steengthened by other passaZfes, which |
4 Jora us that verious Eastern tribes were settled
br Sargon in Hemath,

-

»»
- A':..-i the people of Rabylon made Succoth Benoth.

This is undoubiedly an allusion o 2 Babylonian idol,

pawlinson supposcs that we heve here the nar-e of the
|

fcoale deity, comsort of llerodaeh, Zzir Banit, sig-

nifying a “sower of seeds.® The latter parts ~f

tne name perfectly agree in hoth Babvlonion and

*’7,1 the people of Kuth made Ner®al.,® Nerral wase
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the loeal deity of the ¥own Gudvae, vhich from its

gignifieation, *resting place® plainly indicates
the purpose to which it was devoted., It was a famops
Neercopolis in aneient times and therefore its pre-

siding deity, Nergal, had the character of the *"sed

of ceathy,®
XViil

|

-1 = Hizkia (Hezekiah) bacame king.®* The name of ;

) E

this ruler oceurs also oa the moimuicnts, however |
in the fuller form, Hazekijam, with which Isaiah hes

!

made us so familiar,

10 - %% *And they took it.* We have already

L )
remarked shove that in the inseriptions of Sargon |
it is related that Shadmaneser died during the pro-i
orese of his siege of Samaria and that it was left
to his sueccessor to bring to a successful issue thi:s
memorable campaign, This is in seeming contradie- |
tion to the Biblical narrative, which apparently

desoribes Shaloaneser a- the zcnqueror, But when




_?*we examine this contradietory passace we find that f
the r.fa:ssomh had a.nticipa.t.ed our mistake and fore=
stelled it, The preceding verse (9) speaks of the
mareh ageinst and the siege of Samaria undertaken
Ly Shalmaneser, Ioaediately upon this verse
follows the deelaration - mi_ *fand they took itl
Iciorent crities unacquainted with the true cireun-
etanees have sourht to' eorrect this exprecsion, b:r.
raling it agree with the subject of the previous
verse, thus giving it the sing@lar form ﬂj??‘_‘!
"And he took it.* It iz evident therefore that it

wae i1 accordance with some authentie tradition or |

other, that the Massorites established a reading |
controry ¥B what from the context was to be expecte*.
It is clear that accordin: to their conception of I
the meaning of this verse Shalmaneser at least was i
I

ot to be rerarded as the vietorious kinc,

13 - *In the fourteenth year of king Hizkias, Senna=

cherib, king of Arsyria advanced against all the




fortified towns of Judah and captured them.®* Sen-
nacherib meets us on the inseriptions under the nomp
Sin-shi-irib, which means 'Sine (moon god) gives
nany brothers..'; According to the Canon of rulers
he was the son and suecessor of Sergon, (compare |
Isaiah X = 1) and reigned from 705 to 681 B, C. L.
O a mumber of inseriptions left by this king there
are two of speeial importance in their bearing on
ihe Biblical history of the period at present under
discussiong They are the inser:lptio'ns on the
Hexagonal Cley Cylinder, containing the amnals of
his first eight campaigns and that over a figure
representing the Assyrian monarch seated on.a throne
and receiving Jewish eaptives, This latter mscripj.
tion reads as follow: "Sennacherib, the king of the
hoct of nations, king of the land of Assur se;a.ted
himself upon an exalted throne and received the
spoil of the city Lakish,® : |

A o5t admirable prosentation of the course of [

events, detailed on these monuments and in the




_pivle, isgiven by Schrader, The foll-wing is in
the main an abstraét of his views as to the causes
and consequences 'h:lch should concern us in this
connection,

The kings of Sidon, Askelon and Judah end the in-
hebitants of Fkron, in order to shake off the op-
sressive Assyrien yoke which sinee Sargon’s reign
they had borne, effected an alliance with Feypt,

Sennacherib however heving been apprised of their

intentions, surprised them befere they had an op-

portunity to unite their foreces, Sidon, Ashkelon

and Judah fe§l successively into the Assyrian’s

& _
hends, who ten teok up his station at Lakish in

South Philistis where he determined to awdit the |
Foyptian forces, His reason for making this place |
his base of eperations end for advancing no :E‘urtheri
wos undoubtedly ke apprehension of danger firom

the important cities of Ekron and Jerusalem which

|
|
-
o= vet he had not conquered, The fear of these tor}m:-;
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which he had left in his rear, most likely p!'mhd o 1
him to refire upon the tpmh of the Egyptian |
army to Altaku (Eltekeh) and there encounter it
o the parallel of latitude passing through Ekron
and Jéru'sa.lem_. It appearé that the vietory gained
here by Sennacherib was a doubtful one, bought with
& serious f:s-s', for we have no account of priconers
token or chariots eaptured, details rarely ever
onxitted in statements _of' sueccessful battles wased
ty Accyrians, Thourh the king was still able with
hic weakened forces, to subdue Ekron and Timnath,
he was unable to assume the offensive against Egyrt
or effect the surrender of Jerusalem, His resolue.
tion to retreat from the holy eity may have been
finally adopted in consejuence of an event sﬁeh as
Herodotus deseribes and the Bible (IX Kince X1X-35)
hintes at, but the disastrous advantase secured at

A1tfku olone would furnish sufficient reason for

this -.’r"teminat ion., I.ezekish by this withdrawal




wae reseued from e most peridous position, The Asw
cyrian, attempts to give a favorable and respectable
arpect to the miserable miﬁﬁr!"ﬂge of his enter-

prise against Jerusalem and therefore speaks con-

tempiuvously of ha.ving.‘ confined !ezekiah‘in his cap=-
ital city 1ike a "bird in hic cage® and for a like
veason:gf&tes that he had compelled the Jewish king

to currcnder Padi king of Ekron, whom the citizens

n? +hot town had entrusted fettered and bound to hig

chargce e furthermore deelares that he both
~sreed the king of Judah to peay e large tribute and
exacted of him vows df submission, 1o intimation
of the fact that he was forced teo retire from Jer-
ucalem, withowt effecting his objeet, is anywhere
to be found on his monuments., On ithe contrary by
a perversion of the ehronolozical order of events
he ~trives to creste the ‘impression that Hezekiah
wor econcuered and that the tribute whieh was paid

+v the Jewish kinz was the firale of the strugele,

.t L ™ bs
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The Mik1e hawersr aontroverte this entire account

S WA L

tersent found in 11 Kinos XV111 14

=T

Eltekeh was Hught tha
gubmission,
we learn that
the restoration of Padi,
prisoner in Jerusalem, occured only

~eetinr with the Feyptian foe on the field

B J L

forth the shove matterg
Shhrader proposes the following
far ae concerned with the Ju-
After the subjugation of Sidon and
Serngcherib proceeded Southward
2inet Ashkelon, detatching at the same time a

"rnveae whieh was to berin orerations against Judah,

his detatohment whieh pillaged the whole of

cowrtry and cantured a mumber of ite fortified|

(11 Kinre XV111-13). Hezekiah hdwevca




slavsed at the non sppearance of the promired Ecyp-
tien assistenee and losing all hope of a successful
outcome of his revolt @ispatched to the kinz, who

“~d ot the meanwhile arrived at Lakish, the speel-

“ioa tribute and at the same time set Padi at 1id-
ez*t:.': The Assyrian however desrinz to have in his
rear, towns upon whose loyalty and allegiance he
could depend, demanded that Jerusalem be currendered
1o him, To This Hezekiah would not accede. To

punish his obstinacy and disobedience and also to

~coure this important stronghold at any cost, the

ing thereupon sent his *zreat army* (11 X, XV111-17)

o-ainst Jerusalem, This probably was his last streP-
wous effort to bring his rebellious vassal§ into :

complete subjeetion, Hezekiah, emboldened by the
itellicence of the arrival of the Egyptian host, ¥
resolved 1o vigorously resist the Assyi‘ia.n attacks,
As a .cons'.equence the Assyrians proved unsuccescful

i their attempts, Meamwhile Sennacherib he.d/‘n{
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hiz foethough having gained a vietory had come

corth from the combat with a terrible loss, Dica
sppointed at the issue of his struggle and the :
feilure of his designs upon Jerusalem, Sennacherib
recalled the foreces which he hed detailed thither
and swaaoned them to join in the final retreat,
Thus the Assyrisn army retired from Judah and thus
as Jerusé.lem delivered, according to Schrader,
The pceount of the events, which transpired about
Jerucalem and neighboring towns, and which are
related in detail in the inseriptions, completec
and supplements the Biblieal narrative. To es-
tablich the dates of the occurrences treated of
here, we must eall inte requisition the Cenon of
milers, TFrom this we learn that Sennacherib betan
his reign in 705 and therefore the campaigns’ he
undertook must have been subsequent to this years
The ipoidentSare not recorded by him as having oc=-

sured in such and such 2 year, but are described

Tl T e e o s = T e




ae having transpired during this or that campaign,
The king was engeged in eight conpaigns, to none of
which however any definite date is assigned, How-
pver we know that by the fifteenth year of his

reign all these enterprises were completed, Since

it is scarcely 1likely thet more then one expedition

was made in the same year, we may accept it es al-

most certain that the Syro-Eryptian war (3rd com=

saign) did not take place earlier than the third

vear of Sennacherib'e reicn (705-2.C,E.). In fact
we have evidence that it oould not have happened
prior to the fourth vear of the Assyrian monarch,
sor & cylinger belonming to that t4ms furniches 33“.‘
counte of the first and ceoond campaigne; tutithe

thing or sy later, reveals not the slightest know-

1
|

1edze, It ig evident therefore that the collision |

witn the Fgyplian power hed ac vet not happened in
\

702, Semnacherib in his snseriptions stetes that ‘
orognted Relibus, es king of Dabylon, during his

e - e ————— i i ———————— e ———————————————




firet campaign a:d from the Ptolemaie Colwmn we
~ather that the Dabylonian 444 not ascend the
s1pone until 702, Now between this and the con-
T1iet \'r:l.th Trypt the second eammaicn must have in-
+orvened and sinece the third military aetio*z eoul
~..»2cly have teen attempted in the same yvear as
thic, we arrive at the year 701 as the earliest
sccsible date for this oceuryence, Furthermore it
ic sertain that we cannot reasonebly fim upon 2
aate subsequent to 701 for in the followinz vear,
surine the fourth eampaicn, another king was reided
to the Babylonian throne. Consequently we may ac-

ept it as an established faet that the besetting

of Jerugelem haprened in 701 and not as the Biblical

narrative has it in 714,

f"l*.a.;u which plays <uch an important part in these
incoriptions is undoubtedly to be identified with
the ‘ﬂﬂm sentioned in Joshua X1X-44. This

jcentiTication deserves all ihe more ready aceept~




T

~ance, sinee in both the Bible and the inseriptionc

the place is mentioned in connection with Ekron

ond Timnath, But to regrn to our Biblicel pascages
1ct us examine into the exaet nature of their par-
ticular agrecments _Wiﬂ!-_. the Assyrian records, In
t1e verse under diseussion we reade ®And the king
of Ascyria a.ppclﬁtéd imt;a Hezekiah, king of Judah,
riree hundren talents of silver aud thirty talents
of ;old*, Oun the cylinder of Sennacherib the ’tri-
tute ic likewise stated to have cozzsisted. party of
thirty talents of zold, but with reference to the
arount of gilver paid there is a disacreement be=-
tvween the two scecounts, The Ascyrien nentions eight
mnared talents of silver as having econstitubéd the
remainder of t-he tribute. This diserepancy of five
muired talents disappears when we conéider thet
i1.ere were two different standards of valuation,
+ne Jewish anc the Assvrian, Three of the heavy

P o b L g e :
tolents of {\ o torner were equivalent to eight of




oy 2 :
the lighter tolents ef fhe latter, Hence again do

we find o eonfirmation of a Biblical by an Assyrian
statement,
17 o DINA - ™e official nane of the
As:yrians(?urtannu,for eorrmander-in-chief resembled
the Vebrew closelVe

'ﬁw S99 Trom the inseriptions we are en-
atled at last to detemnine the true meaning of this
title which for such a long time has been errontw
ously rendered *Chief Cup-bearer.® Careful inves-
ti-otion of €11 Assyrian writings has failed to
veveal any allusion to a cihief cup<bearer as 2 high
cignitary in the kingdom,. e are therefore led to
‘svs:cct that we have here the Hebraized form of an

old Azsyrian or 3Babylonian title, Rab sak- which

(8]

cours frequently in the inseriptions, The simple

form sak (plural) means officers, ecaptains ete. and

the Dab-sak therefore would be the chief of captaing,

| |

[ i e Comander, It seems acceordincly that there
l

|
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!
! were two grades of commenders in the Assyrian arig,
i
!

The Tartan, *Commander in Chief* it appears was

sccompanied by o subordinate ecormender, the Rab-sak,
~who acted as an dide-de~camp,

| _19- %The great king, the king of Assyrie.® -This

' form of title recalls to mind the similar designa-

- L
 tions of the inseriptions, viz; *Samm rabbu,‘creat

| king" and Lor nft Afsur, "king of the land of Assur,

| Z0 o aUntdl T come and bring you to a land like
vour land.® The plan of deporting subject nations

:_ nere alluded to, was one frequently put into oper-

Agscyrian monarchse

| etion by the
- 34 - syhere are the gods of Hamath and Arpod,
where are the gods of Sepharvain,® Joth iu Thig
verse cnd in IT Kings X1X-'3, these towns are rep-

reconted as having been subjugated by Semuacherib,

whereas in the inseriptions of Sargon, his prede=-

cescor, the conquest$s of them are declared to have

veen aceomplished by hims >1f, The Biblical Nistor- U




| monts of the latter withthose of the former explain

ian, it therefore appears, transferred to Senro-
eherid 'achi-e\remént-s which really helonged to Sarzon,
Thie blending and confusion of the military move-

' serve to
two things, viz; (1) that in the Biblical narrative
nothing is said of Sargon and his expeditions iu
720, 715 and 711, whieh largely affected Judah and,
(2) that the cempaign of Sennacherib, which occurreAi
ot the esrldest in 701 has been placed Ly the Bitle
in. the vear 714, It is highly probable tl}_at this
1atter event being confused with a 1ike incident
Juring S-e.fgon‘s reign was substituted for it, That
there was o dim recollection of events at least
is indicated by the fact thill:istorian mentions the
destruction of Hamath, though aseribing it to the
wrong persounage, We know that this was a militery
exploit undertaken by Sa.l‘;jlon in 720,

11 Kings XV1l-24 relates, that tne inhabitants of

Sepharvain were tyonsferred to Samaria, This de=




portation wes evidently in punislment for the ine

currection whieh in conjunction with their allies,

iy

| the Babyloni ng, they had raised i the begimniig o4
Sargonts reign. There is no express mention made
of their revolt, but that such really took place

je with a1l justice coneluded from the fact that
+lL.c Khorsabad inseriptions state that, in the time
subsequent to 710, Sippara had no independant Tulery
It ic obvious then that the conquest of Sippare

had occurred some time previous to this, most prob- .

ably during the first campaign of Sargon against : |
Babylonis,

CHAPTER XIX
0- ﬂm - The name € this Ethiopien king
appears nowhere in the inseriptions of Stanacherib,
e beeome cequeinted wtih it however from the recorfis
of Assurbanipale It there reveals itself in the
Zoram of Tariulk

12- -qg:'i i< the Rasappa of the in_eriptions,

—k
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| o town of Mesopotemia,
| ‘u 37 is comuected with the kingdom of Bit;Adini,(
frequently mentioned $n Assyrian records, Gozan,
Harran and Reseph are all éeser:lbed in this verse,
as having been destroyed by Sennacherib?s _prede-

ceszcors, a fact which harmonize@ perfectly with the

Accyrien accounts,
=5 ®Apd it happened in the same nizht.* ‘The in- ‘
seriptions shed ne 1ightwon this obscure pacsege anc{
caintein a suspicious silence as to the character
and cause of their retreat.

=c. #And he returned and dwelt in Niniveh.® This
ctotement is fully borne out by the inseriptions |
which relate that the oreat king returned to his
capital city; but that he thereafter led an un=-
checkered life of tranquﬂity and peé.ce, as the
expression *and he dwelt® would incline us to be=-
tieve, must not be supposed, We learn from the

Aszyrian records that he was engaged in five more




TP EEITATT -

campaigns of great;r or less magnitude, As they
did not effeet the kingdom of Judah hw&er , they
are passed over in silence by the Biblical writer,
57-*:5d it came to pass as he was worshiping iu the
aouse of NisrBeh his god, Adramelech and Sharescy,

Lis sons, siew him and Esarbaddon his son ruled in

Lis slead"s

'l‘m This name is o corrupted form of Nasku, the
companion deity of Nebo and the patron of 1i’cerab1ré.
The f;lct thot Fsarhaddon is mentioned in the tec- oy
tament of Sen:w.cheri'.b as his heir, thourh by birth
not entitled (the annals state that he wes not the
s1dest son) introduces us undoubtedly inte the mo=
tives of the parricides, Havin® heard of their
father’s intentions, hatred against him, without
1nudbt, s0 jr.#3amed their minds that they d id not
nositate to dip their hands in his blood, Their |
wmatural eri;;;e.’hcwcver,fired the popular ire and

inaignation to sueh & degree that iley were foreced




lce without repping eny advantege from their swiul

~esoraing to the Canon of rulers, and reigned until

" 40 Hezekiah" ete, Two Rihlieal verses arc at

orime, Esarha.ddon then received the hearty cooper-
.gtion of hls subjeets in his struggle with his
brothers, The mrdems fled to Cappadocia where
+hoy were defeated, Esa.rhad;lon now having uo one

Lo dispute his right ascended the ihrone in 681,

the twelfth of Ijjar (Iyar)668, when Fhe abdicated
i, favor of his son Asurbanipel,

W‘l' iz the Assyrian §a.r ugur, an abbreviation
for i pc-*uller form a¥ur far ugur, signifying,

" !11 proteet the king*.

CHAPTER XX

19. 424 the same time Berodwch-Baladan, the gon of ‘
|
Daladen, king of Babylon cent letters and a present |
|
i.
1
varignee ae to the spelling of the name of this |
Sabvilonien king. Whereas here we have it written

rzm 1'_I.H'l'. with an initiel "::'Is:aie_‘n in the l




’
- parallel passage (oXIX ~1)makes it m! 'l:h
| with an initial’ ". The cunciform imscriptions

- establish the accuracy of the prophet?s s;:ellﬁ.ng,
~i.ec they present the name in the form Marduk- .
ababyiddina whieh means, siforodach hac given &
son.,® In the period with whiech we are at precent
sn~ooed, repeated mention is mede of 2 Babylonian
ving of this name, In the inseriptions of Sergon
his eontemporary, he i ieseribed as 2 son of Jokdn
This hewever dia rees with the Bibliecal narrative

which relates that the iferodach Baladen who cent an

erbassy to Hezekiah was & 501 of Baladan, sut this

ontra
4 -

giction 2oses all its weight when we eonisider

that Tilers are often aenoninated by the inseriptic:

reieted to them, It 1S of frequenl occurrenct ihat

kings of countries arc named after Lhe foungers of

|
Is
|
sons of predecessors, thoug in .0 way actually l
1
|
|

= heir dynasticse Atte ation has alrcady been e::.lle:t

1o the fact that Jehu is spokia of 25 2 son of Omri




shougMit is well cstablished that these two were
not conneeted by any femily ties, Viewed in this
1ight the disagreement disappears and the lferodach

naladen of the inseriptions becomes & member of the

rling dvnesty founded Ly J’akin-—. His father then
mav have actually been 4+he Baladan of the Bible,
1crodach Baladan was originally hereditary ehief of

the aldd, a smell tribe inhabiting the marshes at

ine smouth of the Fuphrates, 1In 722 he assailed and

cubdued Bebylon and at the sane time assumned su;;rcmcr

conmand OVEE Dabylonias, of vhieh for twelve ycars

he now remained uz:é.isguted snster, He foreswore all

allegiance to Sargon and i.ctituted an independant .

goveriment, Agsyrie could not brook such all insult

to ite powerfand sO ~psoclved to punish hime Alarn 04

I
=4 its menaecing attitude the Babylonian sougit t \
corm o league of the ~tates adioining Assyria. i
Salvlonia and Elam were tn eonstitute the Bactern

Palestinge and oypt the wertor: membere thereof{.




. The recovery cf Hezekiah from o scrious sickness

!5_ was made & pretext for cending embassadors,- appar-

; e.itly to bring ecorgratulations, but really to sow

- the seed af didbusion, The suspicione of SSargon ‘

 wore however avoused by the great solicitude suddend
iy displayed by the Bavbylonian and they were all
‘t10 more confirmed when he learned that Hezekiah had
¢izplayed his treasures to the legatés, Anticipaling
the designs of this confederacy, Sargon assanbled
hic forces and direeted against its mepbers a cam=
paign whieh proved highly sugeessful, Palestine
wac the first country inved ed and subjugated by his
ariYe Thenee the ki g turned hie attention to
Dabylonia and Elam, which in very short order he .
compelled to cease all hostdilities and to ack.udW=-
ledge his supremecye Merodach Baladal Wase forced
to decert Babylon and to seek refuge in his ances-
tral capital, Bit Jagina. This, however, also fell

inte the enem;" e hands and he was obliged to sur-




~onder, After the death of Sarcon he egain for

» short time played the role of a rebel, for tokinz
aivantace of the ochange of rulers at Niniveh he
ueurped the Babylonian power and expelled the vie-
eroY WhO hadlbeen appointed by the Assyrian kin7.
nut his reign was of short auration for after en-
joyving the rezal authority for only six months he
weo compelled to flee by the arrival of Senueach erib
on the seene of disturbaneC.

1l -1= ﬂ.'a - tfenacceh is referred to in

the inseriptions of both Eesarhadon anc 1 Bourbanipal

o ik i %~ ~* aey pe—— oAU N RN o
aes being included omong the twenty kings i %G Auik

w1
watti, He is deseribed as Min asii far ndt Ja,duul,'!
. &3 R 1
sijenasseh, king Of cudalle

AL iv-1=- '!38-1'!;:,1 The cuieifcnn records pr Cscub

.‘v
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Lhe uape of this Depylonien monareh as Nabu=kuaus

|
E

wo recognize its exact, equivalent |
|

securring in Jeremizh XTAX - A8 JYNTTHOO- The \
1

word is compounded of the name of 2 Aeity, Nobu,




the cubta:tive, kudur, Hea.ning a erovm, and the

iy erative, ugur, cigngfying proteet, and is ‘there-
sore to be rendered *Nebo protect the crown®, we
 POSSEsE of this monarech a series of inseriptions
on. brick and clay eylinders, devoted however in the
moct part, to a deseription of the royal buildings,
s—poted by him, They therefore have but 1ittle

hicteric value,.

vy - r'l&'l!a:.) . The Bahvlonian form of this

ame 18 ’:Ta.bu-z:.r-i dina a.¢ sigaifges silebo beshtowed

11
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'to te wnauthentie and unhistorie in as muzh as the

reco.d “Beok of Hings* dees not allude, in ite cor.
respouding passegecs to the events herein referred to,
I the £irst place they a‘.:i-'g_-ue'., in gupport of their
view, that thi-g_ -g.g;c_;m: .‘iiﬂsnppases en Assyrian’
cupremgey in Wegt'ém___ks_ia., ‘during the period from
700 t0 650 B C E3 a-',éupre:;pcy of which no mention

iz ever made in any other historieal book, In the
second "place they urge as an objeetion to thece
passages, that in one of 4Lherm it is declared that an
Ascvridn king lead away such an important captive as
lfenpmaseh to Dabylon and not ‘to Niry;g}} as would
wiurally be expected, These eritiecisucs are fully’

cand satisfactorily answered by the iuseriptions,

ctated that Psarheddon infarme ue that he rveduced
toward the end of his reign the whole of Egypt and

Nzie, In further rebuttal of this argument, the

1ist of the subjeet kings of the land Chatti, handed




|
1
|

corded here in Chromieles, Sehrader believes could

coarcely have heppensd during ey period of Ecer-

i,curreetion in which his Palestinian subjects par-

'c‘.m'.rn vy Esarhaddon aud Asurbendpel, may be cited

=TI AT T =Y TR

a.s cciteining the name of lfenasseéh., The event re-

addon’s reign. Not e word is said by him of any

ticipated, Not the slightest jntimation is ade by
t0 king of any opposition offered by lfenassch, upln
the occasion of the expedition undertaken against
uvpt. From Asurbanipal on the coulrary, we learu
that the Western Couwniry (Phocnieia and Palest ine)

Bt aharri was iuvolved alolg with Elam 2. MMilubhi

wuch, in the revolt couducled bY hic besther (048-

)
647). TWe mey econfidently assume that lfenasseh was |
cither ineluded amoig the insurgcat prinees or that |
| |
he at least brougiht upon himself the suspicion of
coing in syopethy and league with Sommghes, Asur-

sanipal’s brothers In orier to keep him free from

+his guspicion and in order to .ove o guarantee of

-

—————— —




%hia good faith, suﬁniss-ioh and loyalty, f.iae Assyrian
::monarch arrapged that he ﬁe ‘conveyed to Babel and
confined there, But why was this city selected in
;:;tead of Niniveh, the place of residence of 21l the
fseyrian kings,to whom also Asurbenipel was, in

thic resepet, 1o exception? In answer to this
question it may be seid that tﬁere is nothin: to
oppose the assumption tha:a.t Asurbanipal, after heving
‘been recognized as supreme ruler of Babylon, should
Leke up a temporary residence and establish a court
there for the reception of embassaciors. Thus we
rnow that Cyprian legates alter Asurbanipal’s cOne
quest of Dabylon and his aspumption of the title of
xing did homage to the great king in Babylon. The
ention of this pla.c;e 21so in 2 similar comnection

bty the Chronielers caimol therefore be well referrec

to by crities as evidence of the unreliable character

£ +hic entire aceount, There chould he no hesita-

tion at all to associate with the rebellion of Sam-

]

L




atoumkin, a treasonsble action on the part of lfena
azsseh in the year 648 and his subsequent deportation
vi;; iron chains and with hooks®* the following year
(647)s This last event seems highly improbable in
the face of the exalted station to which again he
was afterwards raised, It is almost incredible
that, after having been =0 much dishonored he should
have his throne restored to him, The occurence is
however robbed of its improbable charcater after
making the discovery that Asurbanipal remorts pre-
cisely, what the Bible states about Menasseh with
referenceto Necho 1., Though this Egyptian had been

"cojzed ard bound with iron bonds and iron chains

hand and foot®, thougch he had heen carried off to '

viniveh and had been most ignominously teeated, we

learn that the Asevrian subseoquently bestowed favors

]
npen him and permitted him to reutrn to Fgypt with
1is cenerals, That the summary punishment infliected

nyon the Toyptian enemy might “i-ewisc have been
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sted out to the Judean foe is highly_wu and
is alsc 2s k.aﬂ.’bl& in the la.tter as in the
<~ ~r inctance that the dishanored ruler was reinp

tated into the kingds favor, There i therefore no

- <~ to castfany douht or suspicien upon the Bih-

$-.1 eiatement, the circumstances of which can De
cooconably explained -from events whieh oceurrcd in
A7, Relative to this bestow:mg' of dionity end
n:ore upon those who had been disogaced it may be
tated to have apparently bee}l the policy of Eevezral
evpisan kinos to strive to win the fekendship of

hose, who were hostile to the government and who

an made still more so by humbling and derrad=-

1)

in~ punishments, by treating them in a gnerous and
wngnanimous manner,

ISAIANR.
¥ = 28.20, The Assyrian monuments furnish us with
tne evidence that the prophet does not here depict

an event which has transpired or is trenspiring,
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Aloth, ..-a\,ran,
They "‘lu‘he tmt t _
soact from Sidfon to Joppe

o Lakish, from which 'giaaee“iie
aed a;;-_;ai:;s{. the Bast and South %ﬂw

| of the army captured the fnﬂﬁﬁﬁé B o S
(11 Tince ¥¥111-1%2) aﬁdmm %"m mt

Scih lloron to Jerusslem where, the -mi’ﬁfarcement

wiler the Tarten (11Fings XV111-17) which marched
' rrom Lakish by way of E!:En%heropous, joinead it,
]z’aeccrd j_,-gly i Ish;ﬁ.g’h ekp.efét”ed the Assyrigis from
the Morth it :msthava been at a time when the plans
arch had not been fully detemnined &id
tely 'ﬁéuﬁﬂaﬁ upon, This, Sehwa-

nie route not com

.he character, fom and




-

content of the phrophcey. Though it displays
i _ '
evident dread and fear for the fate of Judah, it

neverthcless clearly -rapmsent.s-%:hé' enery as yet é.t

|

come distanees -

;'}{1-11. "From Exzypt'-, Pa.ﬁhr.aﬁ:and MOP:la.. L. the
;1,-_'3‘.'-,-';: i‘.-.scrirt icus of Esarhaddon the king denomine
cten hinself, far,fari mdt Mugur, o Patrifni =i
A wusi “king of the kings of Egypi, Pathros and
nihiopiats
X111

selfore entering upon a consideration of this chapter
it were advisable to give a gemeral picture of the
timee trepted of in this and kindred pacscofecs

\Cyrus the chief personaie with whom we are here con
cerned reveals himeelf on his monuments in a quite
zifrerent light, from that in which we were accusSs Jl
tored tor ezard him., Therefore,to form & proper

sndcesent es to the reality or unreality of events

ehron 1c1ed of him in the Bible we shall hove to first

- > < i — o - et — e T NSy
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cz2ll into requisgitdon the inseriptions bearing on

his period of historv, They indeed open up an
uiezpeeted viste into the remotepast, They reveal
o onr astonished geze startling iruths which over-

LLrew all groundless theories and esteblish new

P

io.s upon a firm and well founded basis. The

3 on
e st &

of our wieertain and hazy speculation dis-

™"

poears and the Cyrus of certain and actual exiss

Toarse  We st rencunce the idea that he

wer an ardent, zealous, monotheist, bent only upen

t10 destruction of Dabylonian idols. From the very
first steps he takes we recoguiize the finm: devotee
o the Bel ierodach, MHe pays full homage to the
cupreme gods of Dabylon and shows himself equally

& devoudl as the native Babylonians, Bel and Nebo
are regerded by him as the espceial patron deities
of royaltye. Cyrus shows himself a polytheist in

the fullest sense of the term, Equal rights are

‘accorded to all the divinitiecs represented throughe




~out his vast domains, We find that he éeted in full
sccordance with the general characteristie views of
' Pag . Taces, who after e short redidence in a land
ezchange their gods, for the deitiec acinowledged LY
their é.dopted countries, Thus we fina iuc forelign
coloniste, who had been sﬁttiad in Saupria by Esar-
haddon,adopted the worship of Jehovah. Ience the
Lhenry that Cyrus allowed the Israelites to rettrn

| ‘o their native eouniry, because like them he was 2
worshiprer of One Supreme God falls to the ground,
nverthrown by the foree of the monuments,
marthermore, this grandest king of heathen antiquity
nitherto supposzed to have been a Persian LY birth ang
reaving, appears on the records, relating to his |
redrn. as an Flamite, The inseriptions whieh reveal‘i
~ot arc those contained on, 1lst,, the cylinder
inceribed bY Cjnms , end,, the tahlet deseribing his
conmect of Zabylonia and the causes 1eading thereto

- =y, in *he aceount given by Nabonidos, Cyrus

o3 )
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; wae 1ot originally a king of Persia. This country
war sequired by him first at some time between the
cixth ond ninth yearsof Nabonidos, Both he and his
rrozenitors had been the nﬂers of Anzar or Elam,
m.e empire therefore which he founded was not the

rersian, for this was establiched later by Darius

poedececsor of the 1atier that the former could Or
can Le called the king of Percia.

ne “elay eylinder speaks of the restoration of Baby-

-
.J

(ge)

A o= PR S 1
i---;-i;..‘.; c Jtl‘.'es tfo ol

iy several homes, Crrus, it

seemg, did not ook with favor upon the odious prac-

tige of the Asryrian and Babylonien kings, of trans=

b

nug eongucred poople from their native ccw;tries!

|
to strange lends, He adopted o policy calculatel
to rcoure for him the grateful recornition of all

hiz supjeet people. He clearly saw the evil of the

Asgyrien svstem and the dangerous element in the

isaffected people which it introduced




-

| {uto the govem:ent. I'e rcstored to their rightful

conctuarics all the deities a.nrl' gave pemissimn to

A1

+heir Jevotees to aeeompany them b'ack to their nativi
countries where thea;' might aga.in settle, The Heb-
TeVs, with their patriotie zeal aroused and intensi- f
~ied by the words of their inspired baris,alco
cought permission to leavé their dark and dreary
1and of pitter captivity and to return to the bright
~n? oheerful abode of pleacant ;;-.-f:mories. The king

e 211 the more ready to grant this petition for,

T~ 3 ' S Ty it A Wi e ranpTol
jces ites peing in accordance with hic general

.
pola

‘he inseriptions, it gave him f
-1 opportunity to esialb 1ish a fomaidabie barrier to
mevnt,  With o friendly eonle in Pealectine who
would support h-:ia:: ir. the threatended Jiruggle for
cuprenacy; who would at the very outset oppose and
1o entrance of an Fgyptian arry into "Asia,
- B 48

.o Teers for the safety and ccourity of his realm

qced be entertained, /7T snstitute ¢ad confira such




e ——

~riendly relations, Sairaeps, responsible 8b the
court at Sura, were placed in control of affairs to

sirect 1o policy of the native xinge. The newly

wresrthed inseriptions enable us to definitely £ix
the cate of the composition of many of the Riblical |

prophecies relating to the fall of Babylon and the

ine conclusively that sueh oracles call bear no

schievements of the Flamite conqueror, TheY deter= \
1ater date than thet of the capture of Babvlon by i

~yrus (if we refuse to allow them aiy supernatural

(&)
‘-b
W
H
()

nd aseribe to them the authority merely

+f deseriptions of eon CpOTaicous eventse)

75 of thase times were violently exacperated |
|

scainst the Babylonialise They had just reasons for|
! l

neir cirong feeling, as @ comparison of the words i
e 1

of the prophets, with the deot@ surntghed by the in- |
‘|

ceriptions as to the general polity of Nebuchad- |

nezzar and his cuccessors, will make evident. He,

Neriglossor and nabonidos were winge of extreme

|
|
|




piety, who entertained the most exalted religious
ideas and dispa.lyéd most pious devotion to their
godSe Eveﬁ political and aational view was thrust
py them into the background, Unlike their Assyrian
predecessors we do not f£ind them boasting of the

.umber of vanquished enemies, conquered towns,and

captured bootye They prided themselves upon the
qusber of temples which they built and the rich |

presents which they offered to their dﬂ'ies. This

ronatieism, a5 was but natural, bred int@jerance and
prejudice. A11 foredign religions had 1o underzo

count loss humiliztions and annoyances, wahonidos in

nis ardent zeal L0 advadicS the interecsts of his i
|

r.4th cuite over-roacined himse

-

£, With a desire to "i
!
centralize the religions ot Barvion and to subor= |

ete all foreliga gods to Babylon’s chief diety,

he took every means +n stamp out all the national

1ife of foreign nations, which derived its main

(2 ]

tevility Crom particular religions. His cource

a1 trEtant fEAyIAtton; TOt Only Sronethe




- cubjeet people, but aleo ‘aanoz:-g the native Babylon-
ians, who, tiamlg‘h fla.tterad by the inoreace in

| power and superior guthority vested in their Mero-

| dach, locked with horror upnn the disturtcnee which

the intrusion of other goﬂs mld bring, The nro-

bede

/ices aud city, alienated by his aisa.gr:eeable
ameasurées to promocte a.mi‘ aggrandize his especial
wode of ..c.>r‘ship, surrendered without the siightest
resistance to Cyrus, whom they heiled as the deliv-
erer i‘ro;n eruel fanaticism and the restorer of ihein
feithse Under the opprecsive regime preveiliig
efore the accession of the Elamite, the condition
of the Jews must have been terrible to contemplate
and therefore we can well wxerstand the evident
1elizht with which they awaited the coming of the
nc witl whose suceece their hopee were bound up,

»154h the ahove faects well in mind the Biblieal

chapters releting to this period become intelligillqg

tn ug, Turning in partieular to the chapter under




|

i
|
1

| anger, they extemmte the inhabitants of Dabylon,

| rrowling andemls of the desert. Acpording to Na-

dicouczion we find the wi!d Median hordes, who sud-

-

lenly rush down upon Babylon, represented as wreak-

inc divine 'v.e:!.s\a"i!.a;n;ﬁv..-r h instruments of God’s

cnare neithar go:!.d nor_l silver and lay tow the mag-

nificent palacss w_ﬁighﬁpecame the sbodes of the

levy this state of affairs eo'rresponds io that whiech
marked the ninth year of Nebonidos® reign., Cyrus
i this vear with enlisted Median forces invaded the
city, which the prophet recogiizing as doomed, ad=
vize@ the Hebrews to desert,

YIV- The prophet heref in an elated, joyful cpirit
deseribes the descent into hell of ihe last king of

rrediets the extinelion of tihc

abylon and 2l1s0
i n s .,/

cutire royal family, He 1‘.:‘0;...1..,_ the Israeliteg a
~eturn 1o their home.;.lzl the name of God, who will

incpire the new mouarsh with kindly feeclings for the

cortive and oppressed people,  This dereriptiong

ato Fipem e

- el e i il e R et il i
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wnacubtedly refers to the ocourrences of the sev-

enteenth year of -!inbenﬁﬂ; when this last Babyvlona
Cicn king died a prisoner in the hands of Cyrue who
- thereupon seized ‘the the reigns of gm}enmuent.
19. "Dricht ster son of the morning® ( )
’n expression similar © this, is the Assyrian, m¥-
tilil (shining star) epplied to Wenus,
XV1lllememaman=XX
V1X=13- ‘_g’y is refprred to iu the inseriptions
as S, * whicn frequently also appears as @ is
the Assyrian Miimpi
This oraele is to be aseribed to ai early period of
the reign of Sargen,wh ¢ figures in verse four, as
o *hard mastery® The preeise dai';e is the year 720
hen owing to the defeat of the %¥iltenu by Sargo:
auwrehy prevailed i the Foyptian reaim, The great
ign against Egypt was undertaken two years

' P R R

ftem tho capture of Seanria. for the reason that the

-

«
("
"

c prevented by disturba .ees in the Eart from

11 . - £ e s s N T




wodiately repadring against it, The deeisive
strugrle acauraﬂ at m_ ia

' a.adl euﬂ.@ted in a vie- ]
| tory for ‘the ﬁ‘ 1 m econtended himself '
. then with | . _ - Egypt however
| inconsolall e,‘ﬁﬁ'% é&nssof her fo?;ner glory, en-
 red into negotiations with Ashdod and othor Asiatie
states to shake off the Assyrian grasp from Western
hm ence the insurrection of Ashdod in 711 B.C,
It proved however unsuoeessful and the king of Ash-
-;-:r;l' who had sought refuge at the court of his
eyptian ally,-baslely betraye.d by the latt e, was

-~

surrendered to ithe Asgyrian foe Isaiah’s prophc-
cies contained in XV11l and XY have especial refer-
cnce £o all these events; the fommer hopeful of the
ultimate triumph of FEthipopian arws, being evidently
vritten prior to the fall of Ashdod .and the latier
coreribing the numi@dation of Egypt and Ethiopia by

Acsyria, veing elearly composed subsequent to the

cppture of Ashiod,

= 8 = S ¥ WSS SN =W S S8



.00 & 'iﬂw This is the enly passage in the
Dible in which this name Gcours, It is pronounced
in Aszsyrian ei—‘!'.ha_l}-.- Lmttm or ‘amkin which re.
spectively signify *firm is the king® and he (the
zod) has given.®
The capture of Ashdod here mﬁnt:loned is treated of
at length in the mxor;sabaad inscriptions which state
that the revolt of Ashdod was associated with a cor-
responding movement on the part of Fgypt and Ethiow
ria and that the Assyrian forees were directed simml
~aleously against all thfree 8f thesc powers,

c XLlVe e em == XLV111
The prophet, in these chapters proves himself a firm
Fartisan and an ardent enthusiastic advocate of
Cyrusgs He decsignates the conqueror as ®*the ouse
whom God loves® the *shepherd to perform all His
leasure®, *the one whom the Eternel appoints though
he doth not know Him®,

The deseription herein given, however is not in

1

Crivist poceard with-the ture eourse of events @onw=




1 -
|

trary to the details furnished by thesechapters,

- the inseript ions-_-,.a.s remarked above, inform us, tha.&

~ the entry of Cyrus into Babylon was a most peaceablq
one and that he paid the greatest respect to Bel

- and Nebo, This p!!mphehy we therefore are coi-

- svradinesd te infer was delé_.vered before there was
absolute e-ertaint?,'las to the outcome of the ctruzzisg
,ond thie manner in which it would be effeoted, It
LRy probably have been given utterance L0 while
Cvrus was still enggged in South Babylonia and bie
fore it was well establiched that the people of
.“.ja‘».,:;l.':;'. would not take up arms againet Cvrus, The

revolt of the inhabitants apainst their kin~ and hig

~crture chattered the nronhet's prediectiens, But |
one propheey and the all important one was realized,—i
and thot was the teturn from exile,

XLV1-1 93.:ferodach ,the divine protector of Babylon
end its inhab:ltants’had the title #Bilu (lord) the

equivelent of the Bel of this verse, He was simply




the local zod and could be denominated the natdeonal
| zod, only dn the ~sense that he was the representative
I - eity of the kinzdom. WOrigin
y, *the champion of the bright
'r.owers of theﬂnyﬁn t’heatpma.l strugele against
night,* he a.ftemmg secl

ceity of the foremos

211v but a sam

the title*mercifuls

becauce of the belief geﬁemlly held that he hod the
pover to resurrect the dead,

1" ~lebo was the puardian deity of Borsippa, the
nmodern Birsi Mimrud, The name isféemit ie~-Babylonian]

Nabul or rabu and meens*proclaimer® oreprophett,

-cignation was applied, He was originally the pro-

A VSt S S S Lok R T RS |
4 LNC WISHCE ana comaends of his aqiviie |

sesvhier Merodache afterwards became knowm as the "g ol

ol stience aund literature®. .« Asurbanipal never

ncZleelp to wmention at the conelusion of a doewnent 1
eo.piled by his seribes for his library that it was :

e el e dd -sL-

Lo whe had endowed him with the krowledgze cu:d the




wisdom to acocomplish such 2 work.‘; Sayce believes
that tir god lost that definite localization ond
‘that his name and worship passed over 4o the Western
Semitie m—oe's-,‘ leaving t'm in the nomenclature 6f
verious places, the most noteworthy of which being
Mt, Nebo on which Moses died,

JEREMIAH
XV - 24\- SW - This name was applied to the
Northern pert of Ara.biq. and therefore agrees with
the Accvrian usage which desimnated the Nodthern

reYien bty the similar erm, mat Aribi.

TXX1X-3- ‘lggﬁ 939 appears in the ingeriptiong

2z the name of a Babylonian kiig, Neriglissor (Ner=-

v - .
owl=Zar-ugur, meaning *Nergal protect the kine")

a9 con e ddentified with the imga of the Raby~ |

1 -

nian fngeriptions used in the sense of %exalted®
.l with  (rubu)ii combination, *highly exalted®,
224 alzo be traced to a2 Semitie origin pwwhich

-1

- -— - - - - - . = T'_ w1yl 3 % -
1. Daktylonian is changed into -=pp . Ii would ihen

W e, P




!
5ignify “one very deep in power or intelligence’,
't

7Tv1-2 “lNebuchadiiezzar king of Bebylon,” We lkuow
of a eertain%yi-mmmzmm not estap¥

| 1ished hix.nsé’if- mhe# B@Wnian'throne as early os
'the event dessribbd hm. ‘The battle of Charchenish
was fought in -_BD.B.‘B:'.% 605 and even t-hoﬁgh as related
Lhere he personally qonquém the Fxyptian forces,
he did £0 in the name of the reigning soveréion,
The bestowal of the kingly title upon him by ihe
crophet would indicate that this prediection was

pwritten poct foetum,

HOSHEA

ehirader advances two theories as to

02

A-14 ,
-:-

]

tiie identitly of. this personage, He urces in the
Tirst place that Shelman ds an abrerietion for Shalm|

-

Lieser o similar gouridged foim Cf waie ‘h’ aceording

L0 OPPert, i-szu.lso found in the inseriptions,

A

aesimwelion of Bet h .uru"l meubioned i this verse

sceze 10 have been but a reeent oe urrence, judging




| Iroa the prophet?s reference to it as an event well

o

neser would be the one who!

 kucwins  Henee this Sh
reirned a deeadt borm ?_'_'__"_ hea’s prophetic setivity, |
v83-775} we Tnow that %his king (Shalnare,er mn
mede en expedition into the Lebenon distriet,en whick
o2eacion it 1§-ﬁ§§ unlikely that he may have erosced
the Tordan and destroyed Beth Arbel, Settins acide
this theory, thwader'proposes a second, He thinks
that no Arsyrian monareh mny:have been meant ag 211
and gains some strength for his opinion from the
cet, that, eontrary to the custom of Biblieal
writers (to whom Hoshea, es indicated in verse six
ol this chapter, was 10 exeception) no defining
Lille, cueh as'king of Assyria, is atbached to ihe |
N28Ce lie therefore believes that Lhis §alman was ' |

.:;.,_;.\.. a.u....uaal .‘l ..I.Lrl :10 3.foabite E:jrl:: Of tl"c s"?":-"'c 11:\: “e

-

moatlioned by Tiglath Pileser; as paying tribule,
Aceoording to the Bible, Hoshea was & con

enehicn and ‘therefore also of Tiglath Pileser,
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| o contemporary prinee, ruling over a neighboring nat

cice he (Moshea) lived in the same period as that
»r Saluen king of loab, According to TWinre X111~
on, woe gnow hal the Moabites amaﬂed Tsraelts ter-
ritory in the time of mshanﬁvm 1ater subju-
~ated by Jeroboam £X (ivi nv-zsw. Tt is there-

~ere not impossible that they made another attompt

1o - coure their independence and even went o far as

t~ take the offencsive and destroy Beth Arbel. 2Reing

and therefore spppeséd to be well kucwi L0 his
nearers it is not strange thet the prophet does not

cntion the country or further deseribe the persol=

0 +th T
'::, 13C *4-;3’&..;.1“.-(; m M m 1-- aa_c}' .'_"_-C‘ tO

o rerarded the corresponding Hebrew nanes for the

“!‘, ssyrian dcltlc. Saizkut and Kauvain,

m
»
¥
»
¥

T™he former in anobther.designation for the god Adar,

ion

Y
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| The lotter is the name for the planetSaturn, Hence
the phrase of our verse, *yowr star god® is fully
jugtified. ‘ | 5
Vi-2- This verse evidently-deseribes-fhe disasiers
.hich had befallen the towns mentioned. Kaluab,
& Daebylonian tM_,_ Wa.s con_qize'-red by Sargon some time
prior to 710 %z . us much as his records, composed in
Lhis year, inélude it among the places captured by
nimeclf.  Homath was overthwown in 720,during the
.reign of Sargon also, Gath ond Achdod fell iuto
Aceyrian hands in 711, These faets completedy sel
_side ihe tradition, whiel declares that ihis book
Was composed as early as 800,
MICAH,
1V. 10- ®Toou shalt go forth from towmn- ---- and
chall coume to Babylon.* — Sehrader explains this
verse with the aid of the daseriplious in the fol=-
lowing masads If wc assign an cafl}r date to this

the course of events was this, Tiglath

prophet,

Pileccr who had snbjugated Batiel nficryards ongaged

#
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in tronsporting ites inhabitants and repla.ciug them
with the subject people of other countries, Hence
there would be nothing strange in the prophet's
rcference to a threatened deportation to Babel,

™ rthermore if we suppose this oracle to have been
corposed after Samariads -ra.il, th-:.ls passage becomes
<till more intelligible, f&v e knﬂ thet Sargon had
trancferred the Babviondan tribes ito Syria and hod
ccttled 4n their place othQ—r people. The repcirt cof
thic methed of dealinz with :;111.:_111:::1&3'1 naddens had
andcubiedly eome to the ears of the Jews and the
prophict therefors threatens them with o 1like fate,
though, thot they ever experienced such, is not a %
211 to be inferred, This explanation of Schrader
| coriainly obviates the necessity ¢l supnosing that

- i JU.-..-'..}'

o prophet, over o eentury in advence, had forescen

NARUNM

e L. &3 This passage has hitherte been
4 .

i

\
i
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' o very obszeure one and has coffered mueh ground for

pleusible conjectures, none of whieh has proven sate

Tt

s r.o.torye The unexpeeted 1ight frow the Assyrian

monwuents however, mgdispel‘&eﬂ seme of the rloonm
.. uystery whieh enveloped these vergses, The in-
-eriptions furmigh a full account of -the destretion
oT the Fgyptian Thebes bY’ASﬂrbahlpal, the son and
~uceessor of Esarhaddon,in his seeond expedition
czeinct @lemani, Pud Amon, the successor of Tir-
hokae N8 wag sacked of its precious treasures, its
silver. goid and valuable stones beiny earried away
to Niniveh, This aceount accor’s fully with thatl
whieh the prophet in such a masterly way has set
And sinece we have no other reference
tn o pariier or later destruction of Thebes (with
the enception of the deseription of its final overy

tirow, which of course is out of the question) we

~mct aceopt the utterances of Mahum, prediecting that

ehe wha had loid low Feypt's proud eapitas, would




.
=
| covery
]

ording to the Apis- ]
| etilae; s&eend expodition was 3

Cw.aerteren in the followi ""'-_5}'-&'&1*-.— The Theban dise-

anter was otill fresh in the prophet’s mind and
nerefore we cen esteblish as an approximate date | |
for the deliverv of th-!é prorhecy acpinet winiveh, |
the vear 660, It is not within nrobability, _Sémdﬁr
thinke, that a prophet should have =0 elearly pro- £
trayed after the lapse of a iang period 2o ea.tastmpie o

ieh hed befallen a foreign race with whose destim‘

hiz owi people were not fignedictely concorned,




¥' rer-eeuuen for an mumtaon of these pralms,

The author of the rirct two of these Psalms tearfully

______ -ents the woful condition of his fellows, the

' meoekery and derision £0'-whi¢_h his ancestral faith ig

subjeeted and lengingly yea.ms for a return of the

with happy and devout Israelites,

Pealin XL1V more w.v:d;.y porirays the suffcrings

joyous times when Jerusalem’s streets will be thronged




1: .ich the nation had to underge, owing to religious
|
1 roceutiodn, They are all aceuraie pictures of the

s.om:.tiOn of affairs dur:l.tg the Babylonian exile,

C:CcONV11=This Psalm was evidenlly writien at the
t ime wheit ‘Eh:e Iéra;el-it-_es é.'n'xieusly awaited the de-
feat of Lhe Babylonians and their hated zllies, the
Idweeans, who had ae-bpera;t.éd with them at the de-
dtruetion of Jerusalem, This poem deseribves a
period, in which the overthrow of Bebylon was immi-
pent, a pexiod eorresponding exactly with the first
Noys of the month Tammuz in the seventeenth year of
ebonidose The &;,here addresced with cuch en-
eouraging language can be none other than Cyrus,
DANIEL |
s/ ﬁgs!'??g This 12me corre-ponds to the
Dervlonian Balatsu ugur, whieh sipnifies "his life
rotect.? It 45 certain therefore that the writer

d

n *le "Dook of Beniel* ie in error when in 1V-5 he

o b

ct.tes that Daniel was named afte~ a gods He evident-




- which coutains in its first syllable, the name of

- the god Bels

1y had in mind the similer designation Belshazzar,

q-ﬁgﬁ Delitzsch derives this from the Daby-
lonian name, Mr-&m, which menas *Command of Ahu®

(the moon god).

-11- Y - This was the title of one of the
king*s officers, It eorresponds to the Assyriesn
megaru ("kesper or guardian®)the liquid bteing in-

. e >
- Pade

i aceordance with the cosmon usage of the
Aramadie language.

-

V-1 I¥RY 9?3 -~ This personage supposed 10

Lave been the produet of the writer?s phentasy is shown

-~

by the inserviplions to have aelually existed,
:1ev eylinder of Nabon s}le-!ar-uqur (*Bel

rrotect the king®) ic mentioned as his oldest =zon, 1
~tierucre 2 elay tablet, containing the anials of

Nebonddos, infomas us that as early acs the ceventh

vany of ihis monareh's reign (549) Belshazzar ac-

E‘L ;
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| companied the atuy to north Babylonia, where he ves
%vcste&‘with its sqpremplgﬂmmmnd. It was at this
' time that Cyrus first encountered the Babylonian
forces, Later, in the seventeenth year, Nabonidos
himself 1eﬁ,£orth¥§;g,fagggs,te-Ashdﬁd, against the
Flamitef 1eaving;hia;son.in charge of *ho capital

city, whepe, ab its capture, he losi his 1ife, .

ronsawhile the king had met his formidable foe on the |
~ip1d4 of baitle and had been defeated, We himgelf
ho. experienced the jmmilisting fate of being teolken
prizoners  The inseriptions therefore esteblich
the pregence of Belshazzal and hiz ecntrol of Daby-
1sn at the time of ils capture by Cyrus.‘ murings thq
1ife of hic father we find that he was entrmsted wiéh
—~net honorable comaicsions and most irportant con-
conds and there ds therefore nothing remerkable in ﬂhe
~aot thot iradition, slways to some degree exasger-

.ting, hed bestowed thc title of king wpon him,

though he neverin reality swayed a soverign)s




| bdweez; the W% fﬁlﬁ 'Ia%eﬁ. Tut this appar-
rplained by a..,mming either,

that the’ exi*ressiea :"riébziﬂ iz used in the general

| -iznification of succeszor OF descendant , 28 We
frequently fin:'J: the term exployed in the Bible; or,
112t only two veriods of Babylonian history, f(v.ifi;.
that of the kingdem? s -"rosverity,.represented by Ne-
buch L_dre""a.r and thet of its nmfan,as«oeia.ted

with Delshaonzar) remained imprecged on the author?s

..li:;.‘..
v1.1 T vecently discovered .ylinder of Cyrus and

| e Ez’-"




" The author in these passages in which he desaribes

' Aunals of Nabonidos represent the last king of 3aby-

lon as being irmediately succeeded by his conquerory

n-rigz the Mede as the firsi king of the reéonstmcqea

| |
nolylon, evidently betrays a dim reanlleetion of the

comuer supYesaey of Medda, This, however, hod Lo
: A

e

iraken by Cyruse. The ledien rule, enincides chron

Al

o
P

0

ologically with the Sabylonian, only that i% wanish

1iti1e earlier than the latter, (Media was sub-

=

LY

juzated by Cyrus 2 1it+le before Babvlonia.) The

3iple in respect to this matter ig at fault, The

fact thot the author of this book gives a Median

- -

i itse

ving a Persisn name, viz; Darids, is i 1used

v
[
>

.

'ﬂ"r'“’
ad

i

je ip full accord with the tol-

- T c -
.-L; -l -t hd e

Tt

Ciateld palllle




‘ worship of the Bobylonian deities, Of thie liberal
spirii the reecently discovered amnals of Habanidbs ‘
give uS 8 mostl ample account, We learn from Baby~
14nian records that Cyrus -reverent:;.al £aith in 2ll
modes of worship, urged him to restore to their
rroper places the divinities which the last Baby-
1orisn king had removed,
1v.2. Trere is no express mention 4n the inserip-
1ions of a settlement of Faster: tribes in Samaris,
to which this poscape evidently alludes, From the
records of Esarbaddon, ‘1""0* r, We learn that he

tranaferred Fastern races to the 1and Chotti in

S o e

whieh ineluded Syrig, Phocnieia and P

[ ]

reneral

tine,

5 Corresrondiny forms have beern found for the

ne herne rn-‘r\r{_cd \71‘,' }{ur’\.!.b __.,,Dal”&ju\’ug=

ki sas b AR

Doriusgkh¥ejirfe = AnafverusaXerxes;Aria aXh&otro =

1o =y 0
g P o8

~10- g INE This personage, evidently & XU,

1=

aiilee
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indicated by the epithet sgreat” a.pplied to him,

o miot poss ibly be identified with any other Ascy-

+~ign monareh bput Asurbanipa.l. He was the only one

' who ever ﬁmﬂ passsssien of Elam a,nd Susa, s0 oc

to be able to tmsport their intnb:.ta;.t to Samarig

s here deelared, The nae Asnepper, however pre-

)
Lvas

conte o serious 4iff eulty. This hawever pcan bhe Tes-

el M gy

noved by the theory advaenced by & learnec authority

..‘Jb

Getzer,

%93 (390X, the , havinz been changed to 9

=t .
W ‘i Vis

Lx .
17- AP This is unguest ionably the Assyrian
~andat whieh signifies nt-ipute or "giftr,
NEREMIAT
o ¢ \, month Kislex.*  The aames of the month

~c 1ong ascumed to have Detih of rex
' o Lhoir having been imbtroduced 2mOAS

Ll LoGaL b L
1-

- rtor the exile, are ehovn 17 the ius

In hic opinion 99JI@&is a corrupiion for

o 40e mame Was converted into itc Hebref® equiva=-

eariptions

"
= o T e

=

e . = A S e e Fra




names, iseanu, Adru,Sivamu, M'm,'mmu,_'risﬂﬁ#,f

Aral-Samm, Kisiliva, Tibituv, Sebatu,Addaru, fron

whieh the Hebrew equivalents are in almost every inw

ntonece recognizable, Speeial intérest attaches to

the derivation of Jar Cheshvan from ‘the orizinal

Acsyrian form, The latter is eonmom:déd of Arsh,

L 4 -
sirnifying month (the Hebrew MDY) and Samnu nmeaning
cizht (Hebreow wisy ), from the faet that it oe-

cupied that renk emong the months, Hence Arch,.

B
Sexrd and lar Chesgen are ddentical, the ITirst word
in ihe m having been divided into two parts,
2
Lhe oue forming with a prefiRed @’ the word 1y and 2
the olher joined to the following word making Chesvails
FI 1 K
d——n-- ------ -------ﬂ-/

' %
1 2 e A . -
1 h"‘u—-&.—_ﬂ.- B Lt S _'.‘-
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