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I N T R 0 D U C T I 0 N 

The wonderful di s-:?Qveries ma.de on Babylon ian 

and Assyrian soil \¥i" .. hi.n the pe.::;t ff!W year s , have 

I t u rned thither the inquiring eyes of th~ i nt e l li -

1 :;ent world. A new liaht . ha~ o.risen in t he Ea.st, 

which , do.ily srcwina in inte!isi~y has with penetr:i-

tile , sec;;.rc!lii-c, ro.y s ent er ed i nto the dn.r:c nooks 

1 and retreat s of myst eries end forced them to d i s-

j c l cse their cari:: f ul ly con~ealed trea~ure~ . Thr 1)ur;l 

it, the hist orire.1 hori,;on has bee11 extended w 1til 

now i t e~br~ces t ~Je~ befor e undreant of. For t he 

be:; i n.ni n::s of civ ilization, we n o lor.:;e-r loo j{ t o th~ ~ -
Euphr o.t es . T!'J.ere it was that hut;\.n,n cul t ur"e wo.s 

t he na.ues of planets , the valu.e of weiahts and 

measures , t he cune i form and h ierorr l yphio system8 ~ 

of wr i t i ng wer e det er mi ried and e stablist ed . Thence I 
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ler.18.nated man~! of the illteresti1c de~cripti is of 

nat ure, many of the enchaHti11rr l eaend s con rnina 

goc.l~ n.nd men, which have fOT!:'led the bases £or the 
I 

• 

prehistoric accou1J.ts of various peop le. And t houg h 

the nations who occur ied t J-ie~e r eaions have l'Jn:J 

,s i !!ce pa ~ sed a.way, t he recor,~ s wh i ch t hey p.ve left 

1beh i nd are eternal testil!1onia ls of t he i r wo~th • 
. 

Thr out;h the·1 their author s wil l ever live t lo rem~1d 

jUS of t he deep debt of 8"r at itude we owe t herJ , for 

the i 1r:n.,luabl e servi ces they have rend er ed > i!! rre .. 

barre-1 d oors of ScriJ:)tur a l passn.~es i i n pJ a c i nrr L""l 

iour hand~ t he \1eapons 0\0lhercwi~h to r ut an enrl to 

n cr c ile~ s at t a cks upon i he yer acify o.f our •book .• 

I 
The in.rm: ~crai·· le references t o Bibl i cal s t at eFtent s , 

t o hi storical event s, concer ninrr the Israelit es , 

'Whi ch the monu.-ie::.t ~ contain have onened A T'i ~ l n of 

r e s earch , r i ch i!i pro!.1i ses of st ar t l 1n.rr developr:lent s. 

Ho~·es i n hi (" 2"rand addr ess (Deuteronor.\Y am- 1 ) 
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appealed to the heavens and earth to oear est i.Tflony 

to his words. The latter at least, after the l apse1 

of centuries he .. rcsr.onded no~t f'at isfacto ally. . . 
~ 

Mother earth has at last con~ented t o neliYer" tes -

t i.~ony, which makes Gf no P.va il r:m:1y of t he1 hostile 

attempts to accuse the Old Testament of f al lacies 

• and i naccuracies. Ruthless crit i ~iS! .. l o. i d 

v iolent hands upon the holy Rcriptures and had de -

t e1"i'1i ned thr..t our sacr ed hi .. tories were but myths 

ar.d f ab le s ; but fort\l!1ate1y , by t he rrz:; i c t ouch of 

t he exp lor erl ~ s~--a1e, the old wo:rld has beem rev i-

vified and i..--:ducerl. to f peak '!.Ut ho·rit a.tively of 

. 1 affa rrs 1011£' ac;o-o 
If 

The deeds of scr i ptural kin.cs 

rece ive conf ir . .at i o:1 after co:t: i r:':'.J.t i o!1 f r c1r.1 the 

momi.r:ent !: of the a ·1c icnt o.~es. Unexpect e-1 li:ht 

1~:-v; been shed up on pa~sa.~e::; hit!1erto o!::;cure a1"?.1 en-

tirely un su srected explanat iO!!S have been mffered 

of cver:t: r e cor 1i=-d by the i Ls: Jrer v1rit er s of t!1e 

Ole Te; t (~ .ent . The er r or s Yvhich v.re ho..n fallen i r:to 
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throu!:;h Greek sour~c!': :i:id whi..!h h~a been t r ar.sferre4 

t t) our il:terpretation o~ variou s rarts of t he Bi b le -e-

are removed . Cyru~, i 1 the acco\L1t recori ed by 

hi.~self, I:ot o:-: ly $\l:'P ene:_ts a11ri supports t he 

Bi b l i ca l narr 1tive of the car- ture of Babylon but 
• 

a.l~ o correct s the f ':'.. lr-e ~~rre ::-s i0!1~ :reneral i.:v held 

of hi ~ bei nrr a fo llower of Zoroar-ter a~d a kir-0 o: 

Persi~ . The .nonu .. e;..t s i r..:'or::i us that he wa~ a 

polyt heist and a k i ncr of Elam. I n t he l~tter r e -

~pect t~i r ~oi::c iC.e s wit.~ l ra i ah' s r ro,hecy, WPi"h 

dec lar e'! th:i.t Elan wou ld L! vade Babyl on. I 
• A d ee.~. worlrl ha ~ t-een c<! lled a:1i r: t o life by the 

S:'a,:e of the excavat 0r and t he ratient l n. "'.,.. of t!1e 

, deci pherer•, say s Sc.yce . 0:1 t he monu,nent ::; we ar e 

• 
cn!~ro:1terl wi tt. t !'lc fn.r1i li:?.r L~·~e~ of Tl ttlo.t h 

Pi l e :--er , 11ebucha i . . ezzar, Sen:-.:'l..c!•cr ih c.::1 C}rn: r, ::'.!""e C' 

wti~h hur1 O:':::>e ?..r ed t o :'.:'..nY t0 r e i n·.r e!1t ed , e ... j ~:-:~ - I 
tio:-.s o" ::U:'!'O"'C1 persor!'l.:;e s . Tl~ese r ecor d <- of t rie 

p? st , 

l .. 
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f'irma.tion or the known and a glorious revelation or 

unknown truths. Skep~ica crities, who had a~su.~ed 

that the Israelites of the royal period were a rude 

! and barbarous people have een put to shame by con-

vinoing proof's of the cult red, literary character 

or the race. · ManY a word whose sienification had 

been a -se of crreat doub L"L the mi n1s of ~cholars 
I 
has been fi,xed by ooITespo d inrr tenns of these 

sister tonpes. The semi ic lan:;uarres spo:~en L"'1 

Bab~lonia 8.l"Ld As syria were closely allied to thut of 

the Dible, in fact, rese~b ed the latter, as ~early 

as. one dialect can another Hence the VJ.st im-
I 

j port~nce which the former as for a ttudent of the 

B:tble, L"""l det er.~ing the ex ct meaning or -uncertain 

I . t I words a.p.d phrases must not be under-estL-,,a. ed. 

I Babylonia was orig i i lly divided i~to two · 

I parts, viz; a northern, Ac·ead and a southern, Sumir, 

I the Shinar of the Old Test nent. The pr imitive in-
1 
ho.bi+.ant s of these ~ ountri s were not membersof t :1e 

.. ~ 
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lsentttlct raee and spoke a languaee very n11eh differ­

\ eut rro:a that spoken by it. At an early date these 

countries were cwerrun by the Secitie ~lonians 

who conquered t.be Aecadians ~"ld Sumerians. To This 

cire?Umsta.nce t.hefaudoa~l.y O.e their na::ie or 

~b (Cbaldeansl, wbleh s~!ies •conquerors.• 

cei~, alOIC rith DB.D.Y elements of C'Ulture; t!le 

emeiform system o'f writillg and the literature 

written therei.1, contaL1~ foTntUlae for wardL"lU ofY 1 

evil spirits, a.nd ~s addressed to their gods. In 

the course of tL.,e the la.nauaces of the Accaiians 

and SunJ\rie.ns fell into general disuse and were re­

l placed by those or the Babylonians and Assyrians. 

I There were two periods durl.l'm whi"h ~he Isra.tlites 
I 

came under the influence of Babylonian oustoms and 

·beliefs ,and possiblY many of the rites and ceremon-. 

ies which the former observe ha.ve been derived from 

the l atter. Some date the earlier period frtm the 

I 



time that Abraham leaving the house er his fatmer 

at. Ur Casdim, oarr.ied west1Jard B&l>SlODi an ideas a11d 

traditions, &bera assign a later date to this 

periOd and m.'l.intain that the Hebrews first beoame 

1

aoquainted with Babyloni:&n oonoeptions dUriIC their 

I sojourn amoncr the Ca.naa.ni~isb nations. The other 

period of their oontact with t~e Babylonians was -that of the Exile, ~ut whether they borrowed. any. 

thillC' more than the names of the months at this 

1 til"'le is a matter hard to determine. Certain it is 

thcawt these two bnn~hes N the so.me rnce hr..~: r.10.r:y 

~imil~r custorr~ and observances. The Babylonian 

and ~syria.n aocounts afford many striking illustra-

tions of relic'ious practices in vogue anong the 

I Az1cient Hebrews. The earlie st r ecords , fOU:ld i:1 the 

detris ' o: Assurbanip&l'lt~ library, describe the 

manner i.!. whic~ their services were conducted ia 

. I their houses of worship. The hi~h- .:;iricst. oi'fcred 

saorifioes a.ntl pm:.a.·\ ..:.l : J i"th libation~ ~ o the :!Ods . 

., 

.. 



I U11dc1 .. i.ll.e hiah-priest v1ere several ola!;nes of sub­

i ordinate priests, called Sangu. Amoidhese were 

• • eertain Pasisu, or Aaeinters, Whose ofA ce it wa.s to 

· cleanse and purify with 011 all tu101ean a.nd defiled 

· persons and things. Tbe temples of Babylonia, like 

j that of Solo~n, were provided with basins filled 
. 

l 'vith wa•er for purification purposes. These bo.sins 

were denominated Apsi, deeps or .abJfysses, remind~ 

us of Solomon's, •Seas•. The interior arrangement 

of their temples bore a stri~ing resemblance to the 

I fe.nous temr>le of Solomon. At the extreme en<l the 

j •ParakU•. •Holy of Htl1es• was placed with a curtain 
I 

I drnvm before it to conceal its most sacred contents 

from profane eyes. Within one of these shrines a 

I copper ark> conto.inina two tablets or stone was di~-

1 covered. This a rk was rectang.l'ular in ~hape and was! 

pr ovi ded ,yith rina s at each corner, throucrh which 

t wo st~vc~ could be put to .enable the priests to 

I 
er.sily convey it frOI!l place to place. This ca lls 

8 



I 

l 

to mind the !sr&elitish art, also of reeta.igalar 

shape, with its rings to re•iYe th8 staves and its 

two tablets of stene. t'llt i&eH.floff and offertne-s 

~e by these na.tiou 'Were et a like obaraoter am . . 
attended with, tn nan.y reapeote, the same oeremonie 

as those of the Hebl'ft11. The1r offerings were 

•curnt• eto and were divided into two olasses, vit.: 

those of aninals, as sheep, oxen eto and those of 

I?leo.1 and wine. 'l'he la.st wa~ poured upon the vi ct i!! 

or the altar. v~rious special dresses were worn 

1 duriJe the performs.nee of rclicriou~ oereraonic~ ..:.nd 

ablut ions i npure water were frequentl.y made. Like 

" 
I the Israelites the seventh day was observed as a da., 
I I of rest by the 13abylonian:. and Ar:;yrio.ns and was 

, dP~i~1:.ated, by t he former o.t least, by the same name, 

1 Sllbbo.tum, sirrnifying, a •day of rest for the heart.• 

Thi~ we learn from the calendar of the saint's days 

I foT' the i nteroa.lary mo11t .-. of Elul, Whi.!h makes the 

• 
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seventh, fourteenth, twenty.first and twentyyei.u'hth, 

thereof, Sabbaths. These days were observed by 

abstaining from cert ain kinds of wort am aotions > 

a~ coolcifl.e of f'lesh on fire, puttin(r on of white 

crn.r:.1ents, offerin!r of saorifioes, uttering of C?Urses 2 
I ridina c.bout L"1 clmriots. Every undert.akinC' which 

I r equired any ptJysical exertion was strictly for­

bid4en, t hereon. This sacred character attached to 

f the sevc1 th day, doubt les~ly a.ro ~o rroL1 t heir wor• 

shi p o.r the noon which every seventh day enterel ~ I~ 
I new p1'.n.~e. ED.ch cho.n:;e i n the ir~nife~tat ion ·w:is to

1 

} l ,c honorc.: vlith srecial p:ro.yers and bynnS. Their 

Sa1~bath d iff er ed therefore fron the Jewish, i n 

I ha.vincr this essentially lunar charaater. ~·rith t hem 

I the first Sabbath of the mouth and i.he day of New · 

l!o ")n aoincided o.nd therefore s~1ce t he r.10nt h con!:i~ i 

I ted of tnirty days the last week thereof would con­
J 

tai~ nine day~ . ~esirles the Sab~aths, the Baby-

l oni ans anJ. A:. ,..vt"ia n::> hn.d vo.riou~ feasts and fasts, 



.. 

I I whereon certai."1 rites were perfonned and certain 

I I sacrifices orrered. They likewise observed a law 

j whieh comna.nded the dedication of their first t-crn 

so11s to the service or different rrods. Defore the 

h11a.r;es or t heir ~ods also were tables on which the 

shm~ bread was placed. The anL~l world ror rood 
I 

I a:--ill sacrificial purposes, \Vas divided into clean an 

un.c1e8Jl, .lo.VTfUl an<l un ·i a\7ful. Lc.ws similo.r to t he 

I ordino,ncef' of our people, corrma.nding that the r1esh 

of swine and reptiles should not be eaten, were · as 

7 strictly adhered to by the Assyrians, o.~ the most 

rirrorous followers of the Mosaic code. The verJ 

I ::lent ion of Khumzir, Tl'W was carefully avoided by 
I 
1 all f a ithful servants of the rrods. George Smith 

mentions several las rela \. ive to the soil, which 

I when compared to 
olose 

the code of Moses, are seen to-vet"Y" 

j reser.1ble several of the enact!!lents instituted by h 
I 

I One of those mentioned, aimed 3.t the retention of 

prcperty i n the ra.me fami.iy,' another provided for 

• 
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the return of land, which ba.d been disposed of, 

\ after the lapse of a oert.ain period, a third pre­

, posed, to prevent the impOVerisbment of the soil, 
, . 

\

by a.llowilg orops to be raised onl.Y every alternate 

year. . 

BUt it is not the desian nor the province of 

. this work t.o cor.ment upon the worth and s~ifi-

1 cance of these agreements in relicrious and oivil 

\matters. 

laws and 

Whether the one nation derived its custoos\· 

ceremonies from the others or all from a 

are questions which for the pur pose 

have little moment. All that has 

i ii t he e.bove introductory remarks 

c01_"1r.10n sourae, 

\ of this thesis 

\ been attempted 

: bas beC~l to i ndicate the rrren.t import~ce which 
I I these Assyrian inscri~tions have for a correct in-

\ t erpretation and UJderstandi DZ of sacred ~criptures. 

I 1 The value of t he evidence which they bring in con-

j firmation a.no. support_, or of reflltation :i.nd deni::.1 

1 of ste.teraents of thr Bible can be considered wit.h­
r 

\ 
l 
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. 
1 out determminc- tint wi\h whioh of the· people the 

1 
rerrulat iens 1n quest.ion ortBinated and ·witheut ea-. 

1 tablishing any divine prOJJlllgation er eaoh and 9Y:• 

I ao~d. The author has set bet.ore him t.he talk I 
I · I 
or treatine in the light of Assyrian and Babylonian l 
di scove\ries the passages, relative to the royal 

' period of the Jewish people, found in tpe last twe 

1 divisions or the Bible. It. was during this period 

' . that the Isratlites were frequently thrOlrn into 
I . •LL.,. . 

J.7·· .. --·-r . 
1 
contaat with th«:. powers. The latter had nany eo- . 

1 casions to enter into either frie~lY, or hostile 

relations with the kingdoms of J'adah and Israel and 
. . . 

we may therefore just.Jy expectto find many refer-

1 ences te occurences, recorded in the books oompos-
1 

I ing these divisions. The tings of Babylonia ....rid 

1 Assyria exercised a miehty illf Iuenoe, in shapi orr our 
! . . 
J history and though thilr accounts may have been 
l 
, dictated i n. r.eny instances by their overweening I . I I 

1

vanity and arroerant pride, t hey may still :!..~ the 

• 

18 



• 

the nain be reaarded as faithful pro\raitures of' -
, events. The descriptions et victories aohieved bY 

t he:nse l ves an undatb\edl.7 oorreot 1il every reSfltot , 

especially since we witness with wi.t nident de. 

lie'ht they dwell upan wen the SJ:allest detail, "'tor 
4 

instance, .. the exaot nud>er of forces arrayed on 

either side, prisoners captured, cha.riots taken, 

princes and ki.nrrs ~bdued eto. Sinoe therefore the 

I Bible often refers to the subjugation of the tma­
doms by Assyrian and Babylonian rulers we may reas-

onably hope to f ind reliable records of such events 

at leo.st, o• the tablets devoted to the w1dert.1.kincrs 

of these !!lOnarchs. nut before entcrine upon a con-

si dera.tion of the bearing of the various passarres 

of the inscriptions upon Biblical narratives, a few 

remarks about the ChronoloaY at Scriptures and it s 

value as compared with that set forth upon the mon-

unents may not prove amiss. 

7he Hebrew ::ystem of Chronoloay included vrithin the 

14 
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books or Kinas, and the Assyrian, contained in the 

list or Epo?l3'IDS, uu.rort.unatel.y do not ooinoide. 

I There is on--e date upon whioh both ot these ohronol-

1 orrical soruoes oompleteJ.y agree and that is the 

~ate of the oompl!ete ruin of the Kingdom of Sanaria, ~ ~ 

'122, n, c. E. But before and after this year 

J there . is soarce 1Y amr approxinat ion to oonaurrenoe. 

I Which of the systems then are we to regard as true 
I 
1 

nnd correct? Whioh are we to adopt as the standard 

I wherel:lf to abide? Which n11st we reject as inoorect 

and unreliable? Let us endeavor to answer these 

I questions. We fin~ no vindicat:lon of Biblical 

I ohronolocry anywhere and in fact we a.re frequently 
I 
I 

confeonted 1n perusing the boots of kings with oon-

fUsions of times and inoonsisc.encies as to suooess-

J ion of events& The Assyrian, on the otheT hand is 

strongly reinforced and sustained, in the period 

1 subsequent to 722, by the so called ftolemaeus 
~ 

I Ca.non. The latter t& esta.b.&.ishes as the time of th 
t 
I 

l 
I 
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lt&mpaign undertaken against JUpt. and Palestine, t 

first year et lermeob9rib' s N~, 701 e.c.E.. whe 

1 s.s the Biblioal sources represent the expedition as 

having oooured 1n 714. The Assyrian ohronoloSY. 

with its Eponym l~st and its anna~s ot Saiuon. oon-

1 firm io the minutest. .deta·lls, the statement et the 

I ptol eoa.eus. Here oonsequeat.Jy we have two stronc 

unquestionable authorit~es arranged against the 

single evidenoe of the Bible, which in an instance 

i n which we have reason to expeot it to be espeoi-

ally reliable and trustwort~ most treacherously 

disappoints us with a discrepancy of tbtiteen years. 

I And now if in the more recent period of Jewish his-

t orya ahronolo~ical errors have been t hus detected > 

I 

can crreater credi bi l ity be clai~ed for the dat es ~lv . 

of: ecrlicr cvc,.ts describe<! in the Books of Kines? I 
Ac;sured ly in this mor e aw~ ient period there is rJor e j 

hc.ve teen preserved for us in such completeness a.nri 

18 
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actions and acoept the Bible as the onl.y, faithfUl 

and unerrtre guide, espeoiall.Y sinoe we have untm-
. A 

peachable proof ti 1119 oareless unfaithi'ul rezard 

for chronolorrical accuracy. The unalterable monu­

nent s aertainl.y •11;:; 1?Nater oontidence in this 

resepot than the Soriptures, whioh passing throurrh 

the hands or aopyists, suffered. JDBJJY ohan.rres. The 

discrepancies in rerrard to matters Of time between 

1· the Bible and 1lnscriptions are not uniform, there 

tci..~ ~ometi.-nes o. areater and sonetimes a less di$-

c: reenent ann then quite an approxirration to coL~­

cidence, a,. for instance, the date of the overthrow 

of Sai:nria. ':!e subjoin the followi.ncr t able of 

Schrader as affordinff a clear indication of the 

j rP. letion existing between these two ~·~terns under 

dir,cussion. 

I Accor .: ir..c; t o the 
:.!Oll\l.;.1C:1t S. 

1
Batt le of Kark9r 854 . 

Aocordin;, to the Bi ble I 
Ahab's r ei{m (in which 
the battle of lt.~rkar 
occured , 918-"89? 

• 

I 

1'1 

I 

I 

• 



J ehu 842--Payment of tribute 884--8~8 period of 
Jeltn' s rei8"n. 

I Azario.h (Uzziah) 742-740. 809-758 period or 
Asariah,s reicrn • 

. 
Hc:lll.he:zi 738, Po.Y!.-:ent of tribute '171-781 period of 

i 
I Pekah 7M, Defea.\ed by 
I 

1 Tiglatb Pileser 

I 
• Hoshco. '128la.~t year that 
Ausi'{ya) can have paid 

I tribnte to Tirrlath Pileser 

1.fenahem' s re i an. 

758-738(?) period of 
Peka b's reicrn . 

7S0-722 period of 
Roshea's reirrn 

~o.11 of s ~~.nria '722 722 Fall of ~a.maria. 

1 Hezekiah 701, Semiacherib' s 714 Serul8.cheribs' 
camro.~~11. Invasion. 

, I 
jMennaseh G81, G73, 

I 
(667? ) 647, r evolt 
Sam ;ttrrhes 

696-642 period of 
Me1maseh' s rei{Tn. 

I 
Then aft er this a d~repa.n5f t hiz:t,een yea.rs 

~~ R .,,r .. 
appen.r s thouff~l in" Meruia~eh' s r e i u i, the two systems 

ar e i n harmony. Thus we see that there exists no 

I 
special error, which could b~ readily rectified. · 

&lt'c.t ~ 
The •chronolor:y !!'2.Y,.. b e char acterized as artificia l. 

I 
, Not withstanding t·he unrealiability of its chronolo.., 

I a s i . ..dicated by this comparison with the more relia 
,-

18 
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ble inscriptions, the hinorio reool'd of the Bible 

~s in t.he nain s\urtained throughout., t.he relations 
• 

I between various perstma8'es and eec!'tlftnees is tu 11.Y 

' ' S1ibstantiated and but fft inaoftftoies oan he de-
' 
f tected. The Books of KinffB as we shall en~eavor to 

1 show i n t he :f'ollowin[r parres, receive very satis-
1 
f a ctory oorrobora.tion from the monuments. 

19 
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% t{INGS 

v 13.:..The Lebanon mount.atns referred t.o in this 

verse are frequent 1Y ment. ioned on t.he monuments and 

are designated bythe word Ietnu, corresponding to 11\. 
t . /. 

1 t he Hebrew r U ff . The cede.rs which the Heb-

rews prized so biBhlY were likewise held in rrreat 

e st eem by the As~yrians. we find Esa.r ha.ddon acce11t 

L"1~ them in payment of tribute and Asurbanipal util 

i zinrr them i n the erection of his nagnificent pa l -

o.ce. ~· Ji1li9JF. ,,a,l 1D ifl describing the extent of 

his kin:';dom, stat es that the countries e.ckl1owledG'e-

inc his sovereirrnty, composed the regions between 

the banks of the Tirrris and the ranae s or the Leb-

anon. (reruindinrr u s of the fo.miliar usag e of the· 

Bi ble in i nd icatinrr the boundaries of Jewish terri-

tory. 

Vlll 13- - ~~r •3 --Fron the correspond ing As~ia . . .. .-: . 
e:cpres£ion > Bit-Zabal, sirrn:Jf'yincr •hnu se of he ight, 

•exalted house•> we ccn uetermine the exaot meanir.g· 

• 



or its ttebrew equivalent, which acoord1nfr1Y ourrht 
' I 
to be rendered 1n a s1mlla.r manner. 

I • 
x 15 '"111-- This term so lonc supposed to be of 

Pers ian origin• oan be.tra.cted,from the olew' s fur­

nished by the inseriptiens, t.a ~ purely Semitic 

so.-e. It is eq>10J8d and iilf'le.ied by the Assy-

rians 1n such a JlalUler as to forever prevent any 

further possibility or its native oharaeter beinff 

que~tioned. That the Hebrews derived the word 

1from the Assyrian Pa~t. is an incontrovertible fact. 

A 

XlV-21-29 ;n.ur• --The words Ja.hudu and the rren-
~ : 

tilic Jahudaai often occur in the inscription~ ~e-

voted to the Kinf!s aS-te1' Tiglatb Pileser; the for­

mer as the name of the southern of the twin Jewish 

· Kinedoos and the latter as that of its inhabitants . 

Sar_ron, Sennac~erib and Esarhaddon all desi!Jllate the 

country and its people by these terms. 

XVl -23- •;w' 3.ppears frequentl.Y in the 1nscr1p-• . 
t4ons as Huumri and is first encountered on the . 

lA.4 J. J. 



Nimrod obelisk of Sha.lmaneser on whioh the tribute 
• 

of Jehu son ot •Omri• is detailed. This Jehu \vas 

undoubted]7 he of the same name with· whom we are 

familiar as the successor of the rulers of the hous 

of Omri. The Omr1an dynasty evidentlY enjoyed 

quite a reputation and was held in hich esteem 

amonrr the Assyrians,for the Kingdom or Israel is 
, 

· continually entitled •mat bit-HUmri, • •land of the 

house or Omri.• Aft er Sargon's reign, the kingdom 

or Omri is never . referred .to by Assyrian sources, I 
I 

for it was through this monarch esDccialJy. that itp 

I 
• power was fttlY destroyed. 

' . 
--24--- ,,,bT This ca.pita.l of the northern kina-

dom, founded by Omri, is often mentioned in Sargon1 

inscriptions, under the fonn Samirina.. In an in-

scription of Tiel&th Pileser 11, t.renahem is spoken 

of a s •;Jenahem of Sa.r.nria, • thus indicating that in 

the lat'\er times a.t lea.st, the rulers of the ten 

tribes > were referred to as mer.el¥ kincrs of the v 

22 

• 



oapital oity • 

• 29 ... 

aaM (Ahab of lsraellis the fir~ ting of Israel , 

mentioned by the 1nsor1pt1ons. The f'aot that his 

na..-ne appears on t.he mmumen\s in ooIUlection with 

I that of Radad.eser, (Denbo.dad tl of Dama.sous) can 

j l eave no room to doubt the id~nt ity of this • ~b 

the Sirlite. • FUrt.bermore t.he statement of the 

As!:yrian ting that Ahab had entered int.e an alliano 

with Damascus is in striot and oomplete keeping wit 

the Biblical Q.coount, which infonns us that after 

the battle of Aphet the king of Israel had oonclud 

a treaty with :!3cnhndad, which stipulated that the 

cartured cities ~houln be restored to their rigbtfu 
• 

m·tners C 1 Jrins-s XX-~4- ) • Ui:doubt edly t '1is lear:ue 

W<:?.£ i 11opired by the fear, which these two nations 

' shared in com!1.on> or the growing As~ian power 
I 

whicr. had bernin to assume a formidable aspect. 

The Conf'edera.oy however failed ignomin~tmsly 

t · - -----------------~~------------------------+-----------



in its attempt. to oheot the v1ot.ortous advance er 

the Assyrian monaroh. Pl• the ~soriptions we 

learn that. the allies were defeated with ereat 

slaughter, at t.be battle of Sarkar, in the sixth 

year of the rrreat ting (854). In oonsequence or 
the cl"\lshing blow deal\ tbe ~s, Israel was 

enabl-ed te oease all rel&tions with them. Re-

leased from the oath binding him in the bonds of 

unite1 ~ctio~ the king resolved to recover from 

•• weakened Dama.sC!Us, the territory~which she had 

r obtcd him. But t-.a enterprise proved a disas-

t r ous 01.le~ .for i n the decisive battle fourrh'~ the 

kizc wa s woiuided ~--:tl the disheartened a~ dis-

persed . 

The date ass i vied ~o this battle, ns i ndi-

cated > i n t he t able quoted from Schrader, cau.not 

be r econciled. with the Biblical chronoloaY, si.-rice > 

~ccording to it, Ahab would have been numbered 

arr1or~ the dead fo-:cty . l1.!ars and more before thi~ 



event. The year criven by the inSariptions re-

teives conf'1rnm.tory steengtb from the faet that it 

ho.rmonizes well with tbe periods, asoribed, by 01.he 

inscTiptions, t.o later tings of '1ud.ah and Israel. 

XVll - 9 - "11' is a oity ef Phoenicia, sit-

1 uo.t ed between Tvre and Sidon. It occurs in the 

I . 

I
. fonn of Saript.~, -.irr the inscriptions of Se:ma.cher1b . 

XX - 1 .,,1! '' - This name, frequently met wit~ 
. 

i n the Bible, nay be. iladentified with that or 1--

I Da.n.da preser1ed ti the inscriptions of Asurbanir o.l. 

Tl:e Ben-Ha.d:id II, referred to in this passaee of 

the Scriptures is the same person as the Dad';dri· 

{Ho.dad'idril mentioned in the monolith inscription 
. 

of Shalmaneser JI. Re was the successor of ~is 
I 
j f ather , 3en Ho.dt'.d ~> but was not desi~naterl by the 

~ ame r:a:ne C a~t he Heb:..-ews -di:d) owi..rirr to the '!~ ,. 

I jection t~\7ardt a. son who bore his !a.th.er'::: na~·-:.e . 

I The As~y:r·ian Hadad' idri e;{actly corre:-;ponds to the 

Hebre\v ~ i1~ . 
• • 

• 



.... 
. . 

- 26 ft,,~ .. Aphet ftS &:~laee east Of La.te 

'

Geneseretb. It appears on a fragment · ofah1~orioal 
.. -.. 

1 inscription ot Esarbaddon, UDder s:lmilar name of 
I If . 

I 
~ Ap\m. 

,,.1t," • K I N G S • 
\ . . 

V 18 - f11:t' . Ramnon, perverted by the Ma.s~-

1 orites i nto the pre~ent ronn, Ri=on, i n· or::er to 

l obt~in for it an etymological neanincr > was the 
I . °' 
I supreme ~Od of the Syrian~ or l)rurascus. He i s to 

i be indei"tiffed with the sun rrod , Hadad, venerated 

I by the North-Syrin.ns. Hence it pi:obably is, that 

Zecharia,ll CXI!-11lwhen he speaks or •the mournincr 

I f or Hadn.d Ri.'"=0:1 i :1 the valley of ! ~ec-iddo • 't'efers 

t:> the solemnitleet observed by the Syrta.nt vro~nen 
I 

1 
who every yea r bewailed and lamented t he .death of 

I the sun, slain, as it was supposed, by the winter • . , 

I The Assyrien i:iscriptio~ like the Bible, depict' 

j Ra.'"""no:; a s the chief diety of the Syrians. Amoie the 

As ~yrians~nd Babylonians, the native !lMle Ra.m!nu was 



was never exobaurred for t.be foreign one of Hadad • 
• 

1 
With them he is alft.79 an element81 power. Re is 

the rrod or· winds a.nd oloud$, thUnder and lirrhtnina', 

storms and rain. He is turibermore represente~ on 

the one hand as inundating the fields or the impiou 

and unju~t; and. 1 on the other, as pourinu his re-

rreshL"AC waters upon the parched, thirstinrr soil of 

I the upright and pious. 

Vlll - 15 - ,.,!Ill -Ha.zael figures in the obelis 

inscription of Shalmaneser 11 as Hazailu. 

lX 2 Nf1t' - Jehu ·is mentioned. twice i n the .. 
inscriptionSof Shalmaneser ?%, a.nd in his i nscript­

ions only. In the eiffhteenth year of his reirrn 

this Assyrian ruler, -:;~proved unsuccessfUl in 

his attempt upon Da..""08.s~ ~ , departed therefrom a.nd 

' retired to ~afiran. From here he SOU!l'ht· the Medit- 1 

erranean and on the promontary of Baal-rosh reaeive1 
I 

the oaths of a.llegia...tice and tokens of subject ion 

~f Tyre, Sidon and of lJrael. Among a series of 

17 . 



reliefs• representi.T)f? the various nations offering 

1 their tribUte to the Assyrian monarch, is one on 
I . 

which the embassadors of JehU are depicted present- · 

j 1nrr e.s gifts, ba.rs of silver, golden vaffs, spoons, 
I 

cups, goblets, pieees of pr.eoiws wo~ and lead
1

and 

a royal sceptre. They have the obaraeteristic 

I Jewish features a.M wear the distinotive, triiged 

j robes reach~ to the ankles. Abeve these is the 
1 

legend •the tribute of ~ Me( Hmunri•) Jehu son 

or 0mr1•. 

X 32 - •In these days Gld began to out off from 

i Israel,and R&zael smote in all the bortiers of Israel• • . 
This passage becomes intelligible after having 

learned from the above quoted inscription that Jehu 

·became a subjeot of the Assyrian king. As such he 

1 would naturaliy inaur the bitter enmity Of Hazael, 

. who would take every occasion to punish him for 
1i::: 

o.llying himself with the Assyrian potentate. There-

fore we find the Syrian naking frequent incursions 

'~ 

. ' 

• 

f 



• 

J into Jehu's oount17 and ba~sstng him in inmlmerable 

I ways. The kiqr of Isra.el, helple~s 1n the face of 

I these 4epredat1ons1 seeks the. proteotion of his dis­

' tant ally. . • · bave here the same pl.a.y of oiroum-
1 

I stanoe as those to be noted 1n the later days or 

Pekah and Ahas, When 3u4ah attaoked by Northern 

Israel in eonjunotien wit.h ln'ia, turned in appea l 

to the Assyrian ruler. 

•• 

XIV 28. t'- •And how he (Jeroboam) reoovered Dama.s~us Qt( 1-6 L..: 1 

and no.math , for Israel•. Jeroboam's reign, when Q.c.£,n~ t ·- . . ~~{ I reduoed to the Assyrian chronoloCY, i s discovered to - · /4 

be co:itemporaneous with that er Ramna.ni(ar, who in 

his inscriptions informs us of several carripaicrns 

dir·e~ted by him against, a.nd a nuraber of conquests 

matle over Damascus. T! .~se successfUl e:{pedit ions 

' :i=- tur al ly w9'bMd its power and thus we can readi l 

unt:er:t~nd ho-:: Jerocon!t1 71~ s enobletl .to w1.I1 such . . . 
1 

il.-::--rirt~::t victories over this powerful c.1pital aity. 

YV - 1 - n•-.rJ! • Azari9.h, the ~on of Ama):tah, ... :-



,, 

ki ne of c1u:!ah b et;a.n to reign.• The fr~e!..:i1ts of 

two t~blets bel~ncinc to the central palace of 

Ti[!'la.th Pileser i:r reveal in several plaoes what are 
' ' I 

undoubtedly parts of the name ot Asariah. Mier 
, 

sevcr~l of these, the territorial designation uat .. . . 
J:ludai (of the country efJuda.hl is appended. The _, 

!!'1.."r.e appears in full on one of the ~nts; how-

ever, ·without any re:~rk to i11dioate the exact per-

~onc..ge i;.t ended. Still there oan sca.rce].y be any 

doubt, when we consider the evident contents or t he 

t c..b lets, of the 1d411tity of the Azriai.J and Az-

t"ij::k'\D of the inscriptions with the Azza.ri:?.h- Uzziah 

o: the Bible. \Ve have already noted in brief the 

d i ~~rep~::oy thc..t exists i n this 001me~t i on betwe~n 

t he Bi b lical and Assyrian Chronol~. Let us con-

sider here, more explioitly, the exaot nature of t he 

Accordinrr to the Biblical system if 

o correct, Azzariah- Uzziah could scarceiy have pla.yed1 

le:"! 

t he part. of a contemporary to Tig lath Pileser. 

= 
' 

. 

' 

' . 



.. 
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_, 

~:: . 
,, . 

Scrirture represents the tine of' Judah as ba.i 1ng . 
I 

!: 
' , died in '158, while the monuments uake the As~ yrian 

kL~ ascend the throne t~irteen years later. Hence I 

' 

if we should a.eoept both ohronological systm ~ a.s . 
aecurate we would have to rejeot as alt.ogeth4 run-

. 
I. 

i i authentic and unreliable the entire Biblical narra- ~ 

r 

1 tive which recounts the t.ran~ot.ions between Azar-
,, 
11 i ah and Tirrlath Pileser. If we retain as t1"1 le and , 

I relio.b le, this account of the Bible, we shal' be 

I comJ!e lled to deny the aocuracry of one or the other • 

standar ds of chronolo:n". I:i this respect, t e AE~· 

ri~r.. , ·1erif ied by t he five-fold tie.non of Rul 1 i'rS 

de~erves greater credit certainly than the B~ bli ca:!., 
I 

atte~tcd to by no other source • An add.it ion ~1 r casc r. 

. 
n. :-; ~ i3:~ed for the acceptance of the former an~ re-

j cction of t he letter is cri,,en in the foll0\71 nrr 

•·ror d :. of Schrader; •If we shift the reign of Uzziah 
----

down later, partly into the time of Tirrlaih >ileser , 

I~ 

accordLlC' to the cuneifonn i nscriptions, we . ~t once 

. 
- . ~ fl -



• 

., . 
obtain room fer the Minhimnl luairant, Qfena.he: or 

Sa..~ria > who with Resin of Da.uasous, is mentioned b 

this m. me t111r (Ttglath Pileser) as beine a tributa. 

to h~~~elf and who appears as a oontempore.ry of 

Azarjab of Judah.• Menah• would then be the 

!.!er.o.hen or the Boot of Kines (~D-17) the ootem-

pora.ry of Uzziah while Tjglath Pileser would be 

i dentioal with Pul, ti.tu of Assyria (ibid 19). 

The se mo.tters however will be co .. sidered in treat. 

these verses. Aocepti.nff the Assyrian ChronoloCY, 
~ 

wha t d~te shall we a.ssien u.t Aza.ri&b? we lea.rn 

from the Annals of Tiff lath Pileser and from the lis 

of _Goverr.ors that a oampaign was conducted by the 

e-reat kina against the Syrian cities , i n which were . I 

i nc ludeJ P.a.Lae.th and Arpa.d, fr ..,m ?42 to ?40. we 

know that Azariah, who was in a l l i ance with H0o1m.t h 

up~?1 ~ his occasion took an active part i n the 
~ 

3t rurr: 1c. Hence we may conclude~at lcn~t a~ lat e 

a~ 74~ , Azariah w1s still a~ive. 

-



--1? - •Lie1ia.he1'.n became !d.J..{; 0£ Israel•. The an-
.• 

nals of T!blath Pileser Nter to a llinihmd Sam-

irinai as payinff tribute to the kinu~ but an iden .. 

tification of him with t~ J.fena.hem, of our verse, 1 
. 

scsrceJ.y pra.ctiqable, if we Erive ~ credence to 

1 Bi~lical ohronOlOBY. Aooord1ng to it the begi:.11inc 

of the twenty.years reign of Pet&Q, the seaond suo-
• . 

cessor of uenahem eooured. 1n 7S8, thirieen yea.rs 

before the aooession of Tielath Pileser• The theo 

of a seoond Mena.hem, a rival of Pek&b who sought to 

curry favor with Tiglath Pileser 1 is hardlY tenable 

in the faoe of the fa.ot that there is nowhere any 

rererenae to a seoond Menahem,a.nd fUrthermore is 

wholly incompatible with the ootemporary mention of 
I 

Uzziah. This latter oirt91ImStanoe leads us to iden-

tify the :Jena.hem of the inscriptions \Vith the Men-

o.hem of the Bible. This however involves us in 

serious difilculties, which thouah not directly co1:­

cer:1ed with the subject or thi~ verse may still be 



I approprio.tel.y oons idered here. Prem 1Z 1[ 

' ·we leo.rn that Tie'lath Pileser undertook an 
I 
ltion against Israel duripg the reign of Pe 

In Kings xn-1-5 furnishes in the carnpa.iff?l 

and Rezin in 17th )'ear of the Israelitisb 1ng (741) 

1 the r eo.son tor Tiglath Pilesei-t a invasion the 
I 

' former' s territor.v. FUrt.hermDre acoording 
' 

I Kinas XV-&>, Pekal} was slain in the yea-r 7 

I . . 

I successor Hoshea, who, strange to relate, 

a~cend the throne until after a larse of 9 

jvii: the twelfth year of .Abaz, 729. t2 Kin-...s, 

I 

XVll - 1). (This !a.et f a ct i s in itself 

:iif i co.r..t , especially sir1ce 

a~ ~o.s ::; ino.t iOli of Pcl:al). aud ac ~cs sion of H" 
if' 

sig. 

ti"'eo.t eJ of as closely co1.r.ccted events, un · .terrupte 
" 

by aa~~ i nt e~rea1 .. tu:... l ~ut when we examine t e in-

~criptions, we discover statements, which . point 

1 of ~ i:.1e, r ac: ico.llY cont r e.diet these data. e list 

1 of G0vemors describe the campa.ien ac;ainst 



(Palestinelas having taken plaoe from t to six 

1 
years a.rt er Peka~ s death. ·Accordinc'lY P a~' s 

I reirrn ~~tbbe bo\ll plaoed ten years later nd con­

siderably shortened, tlms me.kine' it ro~~ib e for 
I 

1 ~.renal)e?!l and Pen.,ah his predeoessors to be ene8,ged 

I in various 1r ansa.otions with Tiglath Piles 
I 

rule of Assyria eovered a spaee ot bat eig een 

years.~ile en(:aged on this period we nay ntion 

another most important event ~ this time 

erence to Which B iblioal Chrohology is f 
. 

la.i~entabl.J weak. Accordinrr to the indubi able 

te£timony of the Canon of rulers and elso 

Ptolemaeus, the ca.mpaien of Sermaoherib a.g 

J\ldah an" FeYPt may be e.ssi~ed definite!~ to the 

year 701. Isaiah, who acco1Jinrr to Ise.ia Vl-1, 

receiv~d the prophetic call in 759 (the ye r of 

Azariah's death) at the arre of twenty, del vered 
I 

severa l oraales aaa.mst the Assyrian monar h. Thcst 

must therefore have been uttered when the rophet 



had reahed the adv oed age ef eighty er there-

about. His disoeurses however bear the evidenoe 

death would occur as late as 740. lea.tab W°'1ld then 

accordingly be :ln the prime et UI life at the time 

of the invasion of Se~herib. He would have at­

t ained an age at which from a perusal of' his dis-

courses we should reasonablY ~.<pect him to have ar-

r i ved. This would enable us also to assume a oon-

tinuance or his prophetio activity for some time 

after '101. 

i-19- ~fl . This K~!lff is either a contempo~ 

of or i dentical with Tiglath Pileser. As a c~ntem-

pora.ry, he 1IlfV have. been eithera e-eneral of Tiglath 

Pileser or a. rive.1 cla ima.nt to the thrOne. ~ ither 

of t hese supposi~ions ( Jll be mc.int ained. The first 

• 



I\ 

., 

i:.> lnsta.ntly cc.st a.side when our eyes ali~ht upor:. 
• 

the phra.set •Pul kiQr ctf Assyria.• The seoond 1-s 

i.I!'fnedie.tely rejeoted, wben we oall to mind the rnctt 

t~~n.t Y:e ~.o.ve a ve1'7 OOfit>lete reoord of all important 

' ~P.irm and that no-where de we find the slirrhtest 

or remotest rererenae to a rival potentate. If 

I ~ Leri:: \~ere such, Tiglath Pileser would certainly not 

mve onitted to mention his mibjUC'ation, siDce we 

l a rc •:rell ~ '.V~re of the fact that an Assyric.n kinrr 

ever !.a;ces spec ial tlelicrht i n describin.rr the dis-

oor:ifi~ure of ~ foe. we are therefore forced to 

~c c ept the alternative that Pul and Ti~lath Pileser 

were o!1e ::i.nc! t he same person and we are c.11 the 

;_.ore cl i:;posecl to do so when we a"r"P i nfonned by t he 

il:scril' tio;.::: that Tirrlath Pilcser in 738 WlClertook 

an e:{pedition to the West and rea ched the il~~ed;.::i.te 

1 
· ,...· • • ' ~ ~· rth Ir,.,ael 1 .. el[;. ~ i_,ornoou c_ 1. 0 ~ & • NOW let us attempt 

to fath01"1 the causes tbat led t~ thi~ jhaJ'lGe of 

• ':'! 
·' 

• 



Georrre Smith has point·ed out the Pu"l.u 

:'.~ belor-cinc° to a.n offioer in the time of Sa ..,on. 

It is highly probable tbat this off ioer usu 

t hrone of Assyria and assumed the ~ of hi 11-

j ~ ~trious prede~essor , 'l'Uklat abal afarra (T e l ath 

Pile~er) the ~atest rreneral Of the Older d iLS.sty. 

' frc ::;:mv that a so.cred charaoter we.~ att z.cheC. to 

:.~--:-.cs by the Babylonians and Assyrians. 

thourrht to b e t he causes or c-ood or evil fo 

Pui m2.Y ho.ve di scar~ed his own nc.1:.e fo r t he.~ of the 

f :l!.:.ous !:lOno.r~h of n.ncient times w 1dcr the i d a t 1~1.t 

i : woul d inve~t ~1is cla ims t o the t hr one ·;;it a 

cer t fl. ill lcrriti..m. cy and z.lso entitle him to t e same 

hor.a~e, ~· evot i o:i c.nd re~.rcrc1~ce a~ was pG.id t t t.c 

ori:;in.;;..1 ucarer of tl~c i.O.:.,.,C". Yet the ea.rlie des­

i:::;~'i.n.tion may ho.v c proved the more popular on ~ , 

ho::i:13 been t he one unuer \Vhich he first cec ' r.:c 

~c.O\!~ • t o t he I ~rr~.elites. The Babylonians re orr-

p j ze<l the n~me of PG1u C' i lY; thri.t of Tirr l a t h Pilese 



hJ.vir.:- been associated. in their minds with ideas of 

ho~tility ancl invasion. In ooIUleotion with this 

it i!' or imJ'ortance to note that Tiffle.th Pileser 

styles hin:;e lf' ~o.r B~ilu, tinrr of Babylonia. and 

furt!:ernore tr~t he expressly states tha.t he hn.d 

cc!~1uered 3e.b~·"lonio. a.nd had performed sacred rites 

i:. tO\mS thereof• We kllOW that in 731, the year i n 

which Tit;ln.th Pile~er received the horna.rre of' the 

nc..~ylor:im ::ire, 1.rerodach Bal::.d.an o.nd conquered the I 
£a.bylo.l1i an ~'"Ulcrs, u.:nor~ \ihOr:1 was ChUmZir; Pul or 

~ 
r orJ\ the kii-c of 'Jabylon, according to. the Canons of 1 

I 
Pt :;:cr.:r .. cus . Chu...u:i-r also i!! this year is P.1entioned 

1 
I 

n.s ki.nrr of Babylon subordinate however, to a sur-eri ·r 

ruler Poros. This leads us to asfoaia.te both names 

with one re~. A further evidence of th~ i der.tit 

of Tit;l::.t b Pile .. r with PUl or Por is d~rived from 

the fact that at the same time a.s the death of 

Ti~lath Pileser both the thrones of As syria and 

Babyloni~ r ecan e si!Illltaneously vacant c~2al. ror 

.. 



Pcr~ ia.ll fori.n Of pronO\ljlCiation for Pol o for woot 

u. ~h~ inscriptious has beei~ found to l)e ~lu~ 

Pcr~ iru~ cueiiorm for Babilu. This ident fication 

o:f Pul with Ti~lath Pileser had alrea.dy een !nade 

i..ri To.ll ~d Sa..'llleU.rj.n 94-A. NOW let us cor. ure up th s 

Pul or Tialath Pileser from a.moI£ the J.e past ar 

l et us see whether the records which he pervised 

spea~: i n. la.neuace conf irmo.tory or the Bi lica l ac-

c urit of hir::, or ~1ot. The r.-enere.l iim'>re ~ion ca.in 

from the a.."Walist io a.nn sumnarizi."lrr or t iump'hal 

i :: !:crir t ions of this monarch certainly o 

to the conception of him which we had fol 

peru!::e.l of the Sible. 

as e. powerf\11 warrior prince who Sttbjurra 

Asia from Uenia in the Fast to the Medit 

records 

i n the West• To his rrreat exeoutive and military 

ability, it. seerJs , the :econd As~yrie.n . . ire owed· 

not on ].)' i tz ori~in but also a ~reat de~ ee of its 

40 
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rcnmm aad success a nut now let us turn to pa 1-

cuia.r events. Aoool"dills to the list of Governo s, 

Ti,slath Pileser in "1t54 engaged in an expeditio1 to 

the ic.nd Philistia, This is here specia.llY re 

f erred to, not because it was against this co try 

1 
exclusivelY that bis roroes were directed, but be­

en.use it was the most distant point to which s 

proje~ted campaign extended. we have proof f 

nuch mutilated fragment of the annals that th 

lilce movement affected town! of Samaria, J\lda , 

\ Moab, Mom and kmDn and Plloenicia as well as those 

Several places of Ueth Ot~ri 
of Philistio.. 

enumerated o.s hn:d~ been oonquered bY him, 

which , are two whose pa.rtiallY dtef::.ced nar1e~ betro.~· 

a nllnilo.rity to two of tho$e ~iven in thi~ v r se of 

1

1 ~c-·:i;t.nres> viz; Gil!'ead end Abel-1)eth J.tr.o.c 

These i acts sec~ to indi~~te that this eY.pe 
. 

• 

tion 

\ r ecor ded in the 1lst of governors as u.~dert 
ace.inst Philistio. er.1"'~· .. ce1 '..lSO t~1.t one \'Th ch was 

41 
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directed against Peka.\l. The triumphal in~criptions 

~e~tainlY re::::ove w~A.tever doubt nay still have been 

entertained eonoern!n!? the associ~tion or this 

cw~rairm,arrainst P.hilistia1with that,arrainst the 

JeY' i~h king. The year Of this warlike enterprise, 

734 > !'!12rks also the date of the rec()ffnition, on t he 

po.rt of ~z ·of Judah, of the Assyritl.n suprcL;n.cy. 

T0 fec-1Jre the latter's assistance a.rrainst her ii~te 

l:ircdom ~-id Damascus, Judah !)ayer\ the tribute 
tt 

t 2~eJ.t ec~ of i n,JCinr;s Y.Vl - 8. The dispatch of this 

tribut~~ imnediately followed by the expedition 

~rai!!st Damascus. This is in perfect hannony with 

the list of Governors which places the siege and 

capture of Da.mascus in the yea.rs 733 a.nd 732. The 

Biblical and cuniiform. records are in re~ard to 

thi 3 r.i.."..tter l!tlltuo.llY supplementary. The Bible in­

forms us of the conque .. of the city, the deporta-

tion of its inhabitants and the execution of its 

k ir:e > but leaves us in u"l.certair.ty as to the len.rt 
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1 
of the s~ec-e, the number of t.he ... deport.ed people ru:d 

! 
I 

their tre~tment by the c-reat king. The ianorance a.s 

t o t hese 11atters the 1nsoript.1ons remove. The fol-

l :)'.'.'i:.i.L; yeo.r we find Tiela.th Pileser i.13.ster of Baby-

. i or:, ri:?ceivlllr: the honaee or its conquered sovei!icn 

r.terodt'.nh Be.ladan. This ends the W:",rlike career of 

the r;rc~t king, for the remainder of' his life was 

occu1)ied with .U.. pe:l(tef\11 oivil a.nd reli{!ious pur-

suits. Upon his dee.th i n ?'Z'/ he wa.s suqceeded by 

Shal!:.ane ser. 

I - 00 11 1los~1ea fcnnetl a conspiracy• etc. The in-

scriptions of Ti~lath Pileser represent Hoshea as 

:r.Yil'lJ' secured t~e cr0\-n1 of I sr o.cl a.s a. re·m:i.rd for 

tht> pay.::ent of tribute and acknowledgement of sub-

j ec>t ior. r..nd obedience to his will . The Di~le how-

cf t~i~ navment of tribute and condi-. -
tio::. of vr..ssr..lr..:re with reference to Ttlath Pil -

e~~r., ~cucce:::~or, Scm.r~c~1erib , ~.d. there:rorf' depi ct s 

Hc "1:ca a, ;. he.vi r..r.:; .;ucc eeded to the t hrone throu~h 



• I 

his m·.n endeavors. 

- 3'7 - r·'1 . ~equent reference is Ire.de 

to thi!; Syrian ti..118' on the plates or Tielath Pile~e 

Hi:: l!l'.:.::e in the As~yrio.n idion i s nasunnu. He . . 
1 ar pears first :In oonjunation with 1.renatien a.s a 

tribut~ry of the rrreat kilie and a i'tcr;:ards as an 

1 ally cooperating with Pekal} to throw off the bur-

J 

rn. - 8 I Ar.d aiw.z took the silver ar..d the gold 

and sent to the king of Assyria a bribe .. • This 

:t~t:ecent is i:: cc.wplete accord with the inscrip-

tio~ helonrrinrr to the seventeenth year of Tiel ath 

Pile~er1s reign, in which it is said that the ki.ne 

received tribute from a number of princes, amone 
-4-

whc~ ~~s Joa.haz (Jauba,zi) of Judah, the Biblical 
• 

A!1az. The difference in form i: etween the two nn.r.os, 

Ahr.z er~cl Joah.a.z my be explained on the assumption . . ~ . 

t hn.t t he Jewish"writers deemillC' it a profe.nation 

that ~uch a.'1 idolat,..,..,1~ kinrt should bear a name co:r.-

M 



t o,i;1i nrr o. divine a.ppellatien abric;lged hi~ oriair:al 

j :cf.i:;i:~tion to tha.t or At-.az. It was while in at-

t0;lu~1 .. ce a.t tl~ .court of t_he {!rea.t kinU, convened 

~~ D~~cus for t he reception of subject princes , 

th~vt Ahaz saw "the ~lta:r, the pattern of which he 

!:C!~':. t.o Urijah, with iJ.i~tru ~tions to ~rcct a. s:kd-

lZ!.~c 01.e Li the temple. 

'7 
•.J - .. "" 

The A5r.yria.n form of this name is SalF..a:iu -

u~!ir a.nd s icnf ies •Sa~. par don.• He r~ianer1. ac-

cor1 inG to the list of crovernors, from 727 to 722. 

Fro~ this source we can however glean nothinc fur-

ther. There are noted thereon expeditions under-

t aken by Sho.l~~eser, but as ~he na.r.les or t he peopl 

G.Gai1:st whoo they were directed are very !'!1llch oblit 

er o,ted we canr-ot determine whether the land of 

I srael " °'s included in his warlike enterpri~es~~ 
SS1r:ron, the successor of Sha.lr!i.aneser never ment io;1s 

hinself as t te son of his prede~essor and t herefore 

4S 



it is more than likely that he suooeeded to the 

' throne by usurpation. 

l 4 - So ( 1119l kinu of PUYpt. From evidence offered 
! 

by the 1-~scriptions it is clear tha.t this is not 

7. hc correct pronunciation or this n9l'!le. The tra.saor 

i tc!; were in error when they vowelled this word. 

s~rcron, in his records ha.s preserved it for us in 

., ~ 
itn correct form Se.1m, th\E indico.ting plainly that 

· it s Hebrew equivalent ouaht to be #Jt. The 

author of this portion of the book of· kircs is 

li~evri3e inaccurate when he pictures Sevch a s kLrig 

of n;ypt. "1ritina at a l~ter period the auhtor 

evidently honors him with e. title which he attained 

only afterwards. Sarrron, in his i.~scriptions d~es 

not represent him as a king l',tt as a prince (§i1-

tarmu) . Hence when the Assyrian ca.me into con-
• 

fl i ct with the ~tian (720) the Ja tter was not as 
0. 

yet reccGnized as SU?reme ruler. 
4 

5 . "And the k inC' of As ~yri-- went ttp a~ainst Sam-

--\ 
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aria and besieged 1t ror tiree )'ft.rs. That an As-

syrian ting und.erteet the siege of Bemaria and that 

1t was oap\'11'94 after an assault Of three years are 

facts attest.ed to by the Assyrian monuments. They 

inform us tbat Sam.ria was taken in the first year 

of' Sa.mon 722 and therefore Sbalnaneser his pre­

decessor oan be ored1ted with bat two years of' t he 

attack upon Israel's capital. 

24 • •And the king of Assyria brought (people) f' 

Babylon,lt\ltha.1 Hanatb and Sepbana:lm and settled 

Ctheml in tlll oities et Sama.ria instead of' the 

children of Israel.' Both Sargon's Cl,'linder in­

scriptions and his &Wl&ls of t.be ·seveut.h year( 71sJ 

st ate !llOst clearly that. he settled subjugated . 
tribes in conquered SaI!l3.ria. Babylonians are a lso j 

i n parti~ula.r represented. as having been deported 

in 721 to the l and of the Chatti, ·w·hi ch i nc luded 

Northern I~rael. This wa.~ followed by a second 

tr~n~r orte.tion or Babylonia;::; L-: t he year ::lentio::-:ed 

• 

• 



J.!..; 0·10 . '!'WO of the towns, Irat.ha. and Sepba:rva.1m, 

1 
nentioned in this verse belonaed t~ the Babylonian 

territory a.nd therefore it. is but. reasonable te 

su:p_pose that their inhabitants were (lr)t').P.J! tho~e he 

had. brou3h~ t9 Sa""it'.ria. and l 0cated there~ Jrutha. 

· c.p~ears on the obeliu ot Smlna.1..eser as truti, a 

town of centrar Babylonia. Sepharvaim is the 

A~!;yrian Si!':rara. This seat ot early Se:!lit 1.o ~r-

reMacy i~ Chaldea appears to have been a dual city, 

of which one part has been discovered i n the mounds 

o.f Abu Ka!:iuu by H~ Hormuzd ~-s sar:l, a..11d the other, 

i~ the mouads of Anbar. It i~ fro~ thi~ chure.cter 

c.: t:.c t O\'m that the dual fonn of the Hebrew equiv-

~lent b~com0s intelli:J i b!c to us. It \7as i.:1 t he 

11c i:;hbor ho,,d of this Sippara. that Samon fou.'l.ded th 

celebrated library, which caused this district to 

[ be ~:;1mm o.s the p l ace of books. It was this desirr-

nation, undoubtedly, which afterwards prompted the 
~ar.... 

ponul nrAof the name. from ~ a book. . . 

48 



Rel~tive to the extradition of the peopl~ of ljama.th 

we have statements of Sargon which accord well rit.h 

the Biblical account.. 1ftt read 1n his records that 

~:ter ht\vinu accomplished the defeat or the kine or 
R~~th he separated as hi~ roys.::. portion from the . 
~~oil, 200 chariots and 60C hOrsernen. Thi~ leads 

Uf to the inference that the ma.in body of citizens 

were carried away int.o captivity, and thi~ i.""lferenc 

i s especia.llY strer:ethened by other pa.szo..~e !;, which 

j~.f ~rw us t.Jiat various F.a.stern tribes ucre settled 

l:'y sarrron ir Her:it h • . ,, .. 
ro - A.-...1 the i."eo:-le of Babylon r:-~4!e Succoth !3er ... oth. I 

P..c.i:rlir:so:. £ur-i:o~c s that we have here the ril!..-e of the 

:.ifyi.""C a • sc,·rer of !:eeds.• The l atter part~ "f 

t :·.c :-z- e :-erfe~t l~' aaree i!:. lJct r. :3atyloz:i~:i ~.:C. 

Hcc!"ew. 

• 



tr.c locc.l deity o: th~ "town Gud'l·o. , ''Thich fron its 

~ i::~-i!ic~t ion, •re st ir.cr place• plainly i..11.dica.tes 

the pu~ose towhioh it was de\roted. It was a far..o~s 

~N~rorolis i.YJ. ancient times and therefore its pre-

sidine deity, 11er.:::al, ha.d the c-llilr'1cter of tile •.;ed. 

c.i C:.c .... th.• 

XVlll 

-1 - l!iz~ia (Hezekiah) bac~e ki.nrr. • The r~1e of . 
~1·.i·~ .,.... 1 ... e-J. OCC"',.<" _ .. .L ... 0 0 +·- -"'···· ~ +s - - ~""'" ...,,, _ ...,, c.. .._ ·- ., ,L,i.\.. -""·~,.- . ..... ) 

L. t· ~ .... ,, , ~ ~r .. orm ''!'l zn1 ije·:u • i .... _ .... __ \,; J. ) ·.·" ~lt gr, with which I~eiah ha~ 

11-ide us so familiar. 

~'r.1 ·-~nd t r.ey took it.• ,. . We have alreaC.y -10 -

re::::: r ??:ed ~bove that i z1 the inscriptions of Sargon 

it is related that Sba.lr':!aneser died during the pro- , 

~resc of hi s sierre of 88.ll'4rU: a.nd that it wa s left I 
to his successor to brinrr to a successf\11 is~~e thi~ 

~e~or~sle can:aien. This is i n seemi.ng contredic-

tion to the Biblical narrative, which a.pparentl.y 

describes S.1'.al:.:ti.ne~er ::2. ... t!1e ~c:iqueror. But whe'1 
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we examine this oontrad.iotor..v passage we f'1n4 ttaat 
. . 

the ?.to.ssora.h had anticipated our .mista.ke 8.lld fore~ 

zt~lled it. The preoedfnlrverse (9) speaks or the 

~!'~'-rch e.aa.inst and the siece or Sazm.r14 underto.ken 

f ollows the deal.a.ration V tt/?! •and they took it 
1 •• 

I :;;.i.omnt cr1\te1,unaoqqainted with the true circll!'l­

st c.:ict'!" M.ve SOUC'ht to oorreot this ~pre~sion, by 

mkire it arrree with the subjeot or the previous 

vcrr.c , thu~ civin(:r 1t the sing91ar fonn 1111'r.! . . 
1 .Ar:d he took it.• It is evident therefore that it 

W=t!: 111 accordo.n<?e with some authentio tradition ·or 

other, that the Ha.s~orites e~ta.blished a readi."lIT 

cor..t r:::.ry ~ what, from the oontext, was to be expecte • 

It is clear that aocordilv~ to their conception of 

i:!1e mea.nL-ia or this verse Shalna.neser at least was 

::ot to be re~arded as the victorious tin.a. 

13 - •In the fourteenth year of' ting Rizkia, Senna-. 
cherib, !::ire of A~r;yria advanced aea.inst all the 



fortified towns of Judah and captured them.• Sen­

nacherib meets us on the 1nsor1pt1ons under the ._"""' 

· Sin-s.hi-irib, which IJ.ea.ns •Siti• Cmoou rrod) gives 

u~ny brothers.• Aooording to the Canon of rulers 

• he \1as the son a.nd. successor of Se.!'?!on. C comre.r~ 

I saiah XX - 1) a.ud reig11ed from 705 to 681 n. c. E. 

O~ a number of inscriptions left by thi~ kina t here 

.'.1re two of specia.1 importance in their bearing on 

the '3iblical history of the r eriod at pr esent ur"1er 

discussion, They are the inscription! on the 

Hexa:;onal Clay Cylinder, co::t o.ining the annals of 

his f irst eight carapa:igns -and t hr..t over a : iuNUre 

repr esenting the Assyrian monarch seat ed on -a t hr on 

~nd receivinrr Jmvi sh captives. This latter inscrip 

t i on r eads o.s follow~ •Sennacherib, the ltinrr of t he 

host of nations, king of the lan~ of Assur seated 

hunself upon an exalted throne and received the 

spoi l of the city Lakish~• 

A 2:ost 1dmirable pr ~sentat1on of the course or 

event s, detailed on the~e monu.~en e 

• 

• 



Si b le, :iaaiven· by Schrader. The foll '1'ing 1 in 

the ma.in lW'1. abstra.~t or hi• vi•• as to the uses 

and consequences which sheald. ooncern us in , . 

connect ion. 

The kings or Sidon, Askelon and Judah and th 1 in­

h.o.bitants of Ekron1 in order to shake orr th • op-

pressive Assyrian yete Wld.oh since Sargon's 1gn 

they had borne, effected an alliance with t • . 

Sennacherib however baving been apprised of 

i r1tentions, surprised them befere they had op-

portunity to unite their forces. 

and Judah fell sucoessiveiy into the Assyr 
~ . 

hands , who t.en teot up his station at La.kish in 

South Philistia where he d etermined to await the 

~tia.n forces. His reason f or makin!.'r this place 

his base or operations e.nd for advancing no rther 
-1:.. 

wa s undoubtedl.y Wte apprehension of danger from 

the important cities or Et~n and hi ch 

a~ vet he had not conquered. The fear or t se t s., 

-1-------
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whioh he bad left 1n his ~-st lite]7 prempted 

him to relln upan the appn&oh Of the Jgyptian 
A . 

artey" to Alta.tu (Eltekeh) and there encounter it • 

on the parallel of latitude pass:lllg through· Ekron 

and Jerusalem. It appears tha! the victory cra.inecl 

here by Semiacherib was a doubtfu 1 o::ie, bout;bt with 
A6 

a scriou~ 1Dss1 for we have no nccount of r ri:oners 

tJ.kC; J. er chariots cfl,pt11red, details rarely ever 

o. ::.i~t cd i n sta.te?:?ents or successful battle!:> wa:-ed 

by As~-~Tic.ns. Thou~h the kin.rr was still able wit!l 

his wco.1:ened forces, to subdue Ekron and TiT.Jinth1 

he wn::: miaLle to O.!'SUJ'.le the offen~ive arra.inst ~t 

or effec t t ::e surrender of Jerusalem. His resolu-

tion to retreat from the holy <?ity may have been 

fin~ll'.:>' o.dopted 1:1 conse:;,uence of an e'rent su~h ag 

Herodotus describes and the Bible Cit Kinrr!! JCl.X-55) 

~ . t t • 1 :1.., ~ :l ' but the disastrous advantage secured at 

Al~~ ~ lone wouln furnish sufficiP.nt reason for 

• 
t.hi.: c ~ten:ilnat ion. Lezekir.h by this withdrawal 



wa~ res<?ue~ from a !!\Ost per11Mm position. The As-

~;rcct to the miserable miscsrriaee of his enter-

!"rise arrainst Jerusalem and therefore ~peaks cor:-

t ~tuously of havir.cr confined Weze!d.nh i:1 hi~ cap-

it:.l ~ity .li ~:e a 'bird in hi::: carre• and for a lilre 

rce :.on ~::ttes that he ha<l compelle?d the Je\d..sh ki.nrr 
" 

to ::u:"rcnder Pa.di kine of Ekron, whon the citiZe:1S 

of t ~:c.t town had entru~ted fett ered and bound to hi 

Cikr..; c . :!c i'u:rt hcTr!lor c L.0clar c;. that he Lo th 

::'orccd the ki:c of Judah to pay e. l ame tribute and 

e::~ct ed of him vow-:., di su'u1.1i ~~, ion. uo i r.t i .. .at ion 

o: the !a.ct t !.at he ·:ro.s for ced to rct i?'e from Jer-

Uf'alem, wit hm.t effecting his object, is anywhere 

n. :°)cr verc: ion ~f the chronoln:;icn.l order of events 

r.e ,..t ri\·e8 to create the 1nrore5s ion tho.t Hezel:i.ah . 
Yr:. ~ cc:1C!uered :-..ncl t f'L', t the tribute whi C'h wa~ pai 1 

hy t he Jewish kincr was the fir11e of the stru~rrle. 



: ~· 4:~:0 Gt ::.. te:~ e:'i.t found i n 11 Kin-;s XV1 11. - 14. 

'l'}l l0

C.: i • ·'='n~·~ .- u~ ~ h " + ;J \"T"- " t T"'· l· ,.h ,- r"T +~ ... ,.,. ... ___ - -··"-' • .:> " J.•(.,J . ti.. ·'-"" - ·--·" ~"""-... .._ > .._ -- ..., e ., ... ~ 

ri.:!.tcr ~ he .-eetinc; wit h the F.UYptia,n f oe o. 

::i..;1 ~, i; c lc:~r tmy, Sbhrader proposes t i1e followi!18' 

o :~ ·.er o:'..' c·;c;:t s , as far a s conncr r:.ed wit h the Ju­

d~c~ c.ffairs . After t he subju:::;a tion of Sidon and 
" 

it-: :ubjcct t owns , Se:.r_acherib r r oceederi Sout h\.,C?rr~ 

~'";c,i!1 :-; t Ashke lon, detatching at the r.o.me tine a 

fo rce which was t o bee; in ope r at ions at;ai nst J'udal~ . 

It YI :- £ this d etat ci :lent which p i llneed the whole of' 

~."!.i" cou;.t ry e.ncl ca!)tured a numl,e:r of it~ fort ifierli 

t.r-vrn-:; ( 11. Kir..r;s XVJ.11- 13). Hezekiah ho\fevcr 
/ 
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~. 

elt:.r:·-.ed at the non appearance of the promi~ed !tYP-

tio.n a~~i~t~nc~ and lo~ incr all hope of a successf'ul 

out co~e of his revolt 41spa.tohed to the k~, who 

1 ho.d n.t the ~eanwhile e.rriYed at Le.kish, the speei-

fied tribute a.nd at the s a1ie time set Padi at lib-

I erty. The Asryrin.n however, desrine to have in his 

re~r , +°'vn~ upon whose loyalty a.Id allegia.nee he 

could depeul, U.c:.:.c..""1ded tha.t Jerusalem be ~rrendered 

t. o hi.~. To This Hezekiah would not aocede. To 

puni sh hi s obst i na.cy and disobedience o.nri a 1.so to 

:ccure t his important stro~hold at a.by cost, the 

:>:: ir:a thereupon sent his •:rreat arr.w• (11 K.XVlll-1?) 

a::air.ct J erusalem. This probably was his last stren­

uous e:rort to bri..im hi~ rebellious vassalt i nto I 

co~j_)lete subjection. Hezekia~, emboldened ·by the. , 

· i.:~ellir;ence of the arrival of the E(!yptian host, -1 

re~olved to v i J orously resist the Assyrinn attacks . 

As o. consequen ce the Assyrin.n.s 11roved unsucces~fU l 

i:i their att e;npts. Me~1~\1hi le Se:-..nacherib hc.d~ 

I 

j 

' 
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f orth from the combat with a terrible loss. Dis­

~p~ o i.,ted at t he issue or his strurrgle and the 

f n.i lnre of' his designs upon Jeruso.lem, Sermachf'rib 

recalled the forces Which he bed detailed thither 

nnd stU~oned them t~ join in t.he fino.1 retreat. 

Thus t he Assyrian 8.1'!1\Y retired from Judah and thus 

was Jerusalem delivered, acC?ordint:r to Schrader. 

The account of the events> which transpired about 

Jerusalem c..'1.d neighborincr towns, and whi<?h a.re 

related in detail in the in~criptions, complete~ 

end supp l ement s the Biblical narrative. To es-

t ab lish the dates of the oc<!Urrences treated of 

here , we r:!Ust call into requisition the Canon of 

Ru l ers. From this we l•e.m that Sennacherib be::a. 

undertook must have been subsequent to t his year. 

The ir1ci dentso.re uot recorded by him as havi11rr oc-

c"..1red ir. such and such 1 year, but a.re describe'1 

" 



as liavina transpired during this or that oamra1gn. 

The kine was engaged in eight oc.111>aigns, to none 

\Vhich however any definite date ts assigned. Haw­

Y'·"er we mow \hat. by \be fifteenth year of his 

reign all t.hese enterprises were completed. Since 

it is soaroelY like~ \bat. more than one expedit 10 

was made in the same year, we may aooept it es al-

nost certain that the ~t.1an war (~rd. cem­

paignl did not take place earlier than the t hird 

year or Se:1nacherib' ~ reirrn (70~.~ .c.E.l. I n f a.<'t 

,. c :1~-.- e evic~ence t ho.t it could not f\.o.ve .happened 

I 
::r ::. .-:ylj;. l~r relon~inrr to thn.t t i!r1e .i-urni ... hes o.c 

n om1 t s of ~ <ic i i r zt o.r.d second oamPa jzl1 :-- ; 'lout.(+ he 

.l.·.::~· ~ -.. · • "-ter ·· - ~ 01 ~-·, . . 1. , 
revea ls not the slichtest kr:ow 

led~e. It i s ev i dent t l"ier efore t hat the co l l i s i on 

702. Se:i:mcherib i n !'!i~ i.!1s(!ript i o;!S st~tes t hat. 

• 



firf t campo.~n a1.d f r om t he P ~lemn.ic Colur.r1 we 

r;a t ~~er t.1:..1. t the Da.bylon ian d not ascend t he 

t!:rone unt 11 '702. 

1 as the earliest 

dat e !or this occu Furt hen~orc it 

i~ ~ert~jn th~t we sona'blf fill upon a 

d:1t e ~ubsequent to '701 for the fo1lowing year, 

:\!rinc the f ourth oa.mpairm, other kimr was raited 

to the Babyl oni:JJ1 tr.r or.e. nsequent 1Y we r:ay ac-

eer t i t as o.n est ablished f a t that t he be settinrr 

of Jern~:llem ha.r .. :encd i n 70 and not o.s t he Bitl i co. 

n:rr··~:J.t i.ve ~z j t i r1 714. 

AH.a!::u whicl~ rl:1YS ~ch an .... portant !_)art i n the~e 

i L::cr i 1 t ion~ i s ur.:.doubtedlY to be identified. with 

tile 11j'-~ .... :.c11!. i o .. ctl · Jo~hua XlX- 44 . This 

i :cat if icJ.t i on de serves .::.1 ~. t he !'lore r e·vly accept-



ai.c<:' , sillce in both the Bible e.nd the ir.scriptio;ic 

the plo.ae is ment_ioned in cOIU!ection with Ekron 
. 

.:: ~13. Ti.'"!lllath. nut to re•n to our Blblioa.1 passaces 

l et us e:-=mnine into the exaot nature of their rar-

1 t :il!·.i1ar ~recments with the Assyr~n.n rec~Td~. I:: 

t llc vc:-se ur.der discuss ion we read- •Amt the ki!1z 

• 
a~ -"'-::: ~ria. appointed unto Hezekiah, lt inc o! cJi1dah, 

1'.L!"ee hui:.drcu tale11ts of silver c.:.r:1.cl thi rt:,• t u.lc:1t s 

o: ...;o ld'. 0:. the t!Ylinc\er of Sennacherib the tri-

bute :!. ~ li~~e\Vise stated to have cons isted rn.rty of 

thiTt:'/ tcJ.c:1t~ of :;old, but. with reference to the 

t'.1~.ou~~t oi :::ilvcr , aid there is a. disa.CTTeement be-

t•:reer. t!1e two accounts. The A~~~rian n ent ion~ ei~ht 

hur1{: r c0. t o.J e:_t s of s i lver o. (" he.vinff const itut6d the 

r c· ... n i nder of the tribute. This discrep~cy of fiv 

!1u~_:.!"ed talent s d isan .... ear,; when we consi der t!:~t .. -
\ 1.J;ere were t\Vo different sta.ndardn of valuation, 

t he ~rewi5h o.nc?. the Assyrian. Three of the he~vy ..... .1-r• , = - . -
t C'. 1 ~:· t ~ ~ 1le f on~er were equivalent to eiaht ".Of. 
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the liehter tnlents •.;;'le latter. Hence auain do 

we find a co:::f'irmat-1on of a Biblical by &n Assyrian 

~t ~ t e!"ent • 

17 - - The of'f'1o1a.1 name of the 

A~syrians(Turta:nnu)-ror corrna.nder-in-chief' re~embled 

the Pi"'·.~ rc;;1 clo~el~l. 

1'7E\f :11 Fro;~1 the inscriptions we are en-

~tlec~ at l~~t to dete ·:-.i ne the true ~ .-i.e~.nilJC of this 

title whic:1 for f U .!h c. lor~ time has been errone-

ouzly r er..r! ered •Chief cup-bearer.• 

ti:~t ion o: &11 A~~yri~~ ~ritincrs has feiled to 

:,evcal a-;iy allusion to o. chief cup-bearer a.s ~ hi:;h 

' ; . 1· + . __ ,. ; ; J. • . c ·-1· . . . . 0 u-....,11 " '--.; .u-. .. 1, •• 1'-'- I:l. ne c.re tli_crcfo:-c led to 

st· ~: cct 'th~t ·.,e have hen the Hebra.ized forn of an 

occurs freqnently in the inscriptions. The simple 

~ form sa~ (plural) means officers, capta i ns etc. n.nd 

Lhc P.ab-sa~ therefore would be the chief of c:iptain > . 
i e Co1it:a11der. It seems accordinrrlY t.hat there 



Yrere t ·.:o rrrades o~ oormE.nders in the Assyrian a~ 

!he Tartan, •comnander in Chief• it appear~ wa.s 

ac~ompa.nied by a. subordinate oormiander, the Rab-so.l::., 

who acted as an 'ide-de-oamp. 

-19- 1 The ~reat kinff, the king of Assyria.• ·This 

fon:1 of title recalls to mind the similar de~icna­

tions of the i nscriptinns, viz; •~ rab~u, ~:rect 
· 1 " · --•t A "" 11•• f th 1 .,, f A. • U...:.!..i. ~u.r •ua. !; sur, ~~1m o e n.1A4 o - s sur. 

your land .• The pl.ah of derortinrr subject nations 

here c. lluden to, was one ·rrequent ly· put i!~t o orcr-

j - ~,J.. - • 1.Jher e c.re the aod~ of Hana.th and Arpod, 

YiLCre c.r e the :... o .. :s of Sepharvc.illl. 11 

·,:crsc ai1d i n II Kines XL~-" 3 , these tmms.are rep-

rc!';Cl.t otl as llavi.11-,; l>cc14 subjuaat ca. by Se:.u .o. cte~:ib > 

·:ri1ercas i:~ the ~rncript ions of Sargon, his prede- · 

ces;or, the conquestt~ of them are ~eclared to h~ve 

:eFm accompl ished by hi.-rn~ ; lf. Ti1e Diblica.l Itistor-

8S 

• 

• 
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ian, it therefore appears, tra.n~rerroo to Seru'P..-

cherib ~chievements which reallY beloncred to s~rrron 
This blc::dinc a.nd coniusion of the milito.rJ movc­

serve to 
we: .. ~:: c: the latter withthose Of the for:ner explain 

tY10 t hillCS, viz; Cl} thut in the 3itll:ca.l narrative 

• .• ot~in{; i s : o.id oi' S'1rgon a.ud his expeditions in 

\ 

7~0 1 7 ~5 a.ncl 711, which lJ..T"~Cl.y ~ff ect cd Judah J.iltl, 

(~} t bu.t the cc.mpa.iG'll cf Senria.cherib, \·,fhich oc curre · 

.1t t lle earliest. ill 701 he s been p la.c ~d by the Di 'ulC 

i 1'" the y ear 714. It is highly probable that this 

l atter event beine confused with a. like incident 

1uri.-m S('..rcron' s reie"n was substituted for it. That 

there wa s c. d:im recollection of events at lea~t · 1 .... 
i~ i rni i cateC. by t he f act t~historian mer:t ions t he 

destruct ion of Ho.math, though a s crib i r.c it to t1;.c 

wo ~XL'J\'l that this was a milita 

11 ::i • .iUS ~111-24 r e l a te s , that t 11e inlm.b itant s of 

Th i s de-



.,, 

surrect io11 \7hich in conjunction with their all i es, 

J the 3abylonic.r..z, they had ro.ised L .. the bc~iru~il~ o"" 

1 S=ircon' s re~n. There is no express mention ma.de 

or their revolt• but that such rea.11.Y took pla~e 

j s with all justice C!Onoluded from the fact that 

tho Khorso.bo.d inscriptions sta.te that, in tbe time 

su1)sequent to 710
1 

Sippa.ra bad no independa.nt ruler. 

It i: ob".'1 ous then that the conquest of Si pre.re. 

had occurred sohle time previous to this, most prob-

ably duri11C' the f irst campaign of Sargon arra.inst 

3u.byl oni o • 

C HAP T ER XIX 

9- 7'~ - The no.r.1e ·f this Eth iopit\!1 killC' . 
~!!l ears nowhere in the i nscriptions of Sc :m.acherib. 

''~e oecol!lc acqt:.aintcd vrt ih it ho·:: ever froo the rec or is 

of As~!ilrbanipal. I t there reveals itself in the 

I :or=i of TurfUIL 

12- ... ., ir the Ras.apra or the i n _cripti.or.s , -, ., •: 

I ' 
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a tmm of uesopotamia. 

l'W •11• is cOJ1'1ected with the Jt:lllg4am of B -Mini 

1 frequently mentioned in As~ian records. ZIW.1 

.,, 
Harran a.nd Re!eph a.re all described in· this ~erse, 

~s havine been destroyed by Sennacherib's p ede­

ce3sors, a raot which harmonizee perfectly ith the 

A~syria.n accounts. 

35 •.And it happened i n the same ni::ht • • e in-

scrir tions shed no lieht.,n thi! obscure p~ 

.:'Aintc.i.11 a suspicious silence as to the c cter 

and cause of their retreat. 

38- •And he returned &-id dwelt in Hiniveh • This 

stateoent is fUllY borne out bY the inscri t ·ions 

which rela.t~ that the Great king returned o his 

capital city; but that he thereafter led un-

checkered life of tranquility and pee.ce, a the 

e:<pression •a.nd he dwelt• would incline us to be-

l ieve, Il1US~ not be su9posed. we learn f the -Assyrian records that r.e was en.gazed i n f e more 

• 

• 



oaql&igna of gnat.er or less magnitude. As t.hey 

did not etfeo\ , ... kjagdom or JUdah however, they 

a.re passed over in silenoe by the Biblico.l writer. 

'Jl-•1~ it oame to pass as be was worshiping il! the 

nous~ 0£ NisrSob his god, Adra.~elcch and SLa.res~~, 

1 

u:i.s sons, ~J.~ .-t him a.ud Esa.rlMMJ.don his sen r~l'Jd in 

his st.ead•. 
. . :J~ This name is a. cOt"rU!'t.ed. r~~ of Na sku, the 

co~p~1ion dei~y of Nebo and the patron of literat1 r • 

~he fact that E~arh~~~o~ 1~ mentioned L, the tes -

t ~:.er.'t r,£ Sen.:ia.cherib as his heir, thou"?h by birth 

not entit1ed (the annals state that he wa~ not the 

~nest son) introduces u~ undoubtedly i nto the mo-

tivf' ~ or the pe.n"icides. Hav~ heard. of their 

ioubt,so i r.f1aTJled theiY" min~s that t hey d id not 

:1csito.t e to d i p thei'r Ji.ands in hi~ blood. Tl<ie'lr 

• 
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I flee without re•ing a.ny o.dva.ntacre from their JWfUl 

Jrime. Esarhaddon then received the hearty cooper-

i~t ion of his subjects Li his strurn:rle with his 

brother s . The nurderers fled to Cappadocia where 

t lleY were defe a.ted. Esa.r~la.ddon nc :; lla.viuc ! .1.0 one 

to dispute his right a~cended the ~hrone in 681, 

~c~orc~.ir~ to the co.non of ruler~, and r eianed iLJ.til 

t he t-~1cli'th of. Ijja.r (lyarl868, when ihe abdico.ted 

i.1 fo.vor of his son Amirba.nipe.1. 

~9!W is the Assyrian iar u~r, an a.bbrevio.t io1 ...... . ~ 
; er t he fuller form p_!ur r~r U5UT, :i~ni fyina, • 

_, 
u; _;::ur r-:"otcct the kin~·. 

-1 
CH AP TER XX 

12- • l~t the ~ru'1e time Berod~h-Ba J 8 .. dan > the ron o: 

\ JJ.l~d..:n > 1:. i .. .c ')f ::!abylon sent letters anti a present 

to Hez e~tin.h 11 etc . T\•ro Biblical vPrses arc o.t 

var i anue o.z t o the spell~~ of the na:;ic of thi~ 

::o.i.. ~1 1onin.n ~dnrr . ,::rcreas here we have it writ ten 



l p~re.llcl x:e.i:su.ce C>:oi:u: -llmke~ it ~ ~ h 
with Q.ll initia1·a·. The cuneiform iascriptio:·~s 

estaulish tbc a.ccµra.cy of the prophet, s si:-cllina • 

:: L.cc t1:cy present the name 1n the f«:'rm Hn.rduk-

{l.1...c..t,.icldina. ':Thich meo.ns, •ucrode..ch :;ivcn a 

~011 . 11 I~ - the period with Whioh we a.re at ::re se:1t 

cn:~:ed> repented :iention is ne.de of a Baby1oni~n 

i,.;..,N 0~ t 111•eo na....a ··--...> .I. ., £;;~. 
In the inscriptions of So.r:;o~ 

A 

:ii.is co:ttemporo:ry > he i z . ~e::;cribed a~ e, son or Jaki~ 

Thi ::; hcwever dia·-rees with the Biblical narrative 

w!1i ch relates that the Herodach :ne..!adan who !"ent ~:i. 

er.bc. !;::y to He-::c~cinb w~~ a son of 3cl~C.an. :rut t his 

cc . . t r c..d.iction loses o.11 its weicht \·;hen we co1.s i C.cr 

. 89 

thc.t rulers ~::-e often clcnor::i nr..tod by t11c il script i cr s 

s01.1.s of predeccs:;o-rs, tho_ug in _ .. o way ~ctuallY 

relate;(. to t l1C!ll. . I t i::; of f .requcut occurrence ih at I 
k~s of countri es a r: rn:u:~ed after th~ fouac...e 1~ s of 

~ 
.... .,h~ir dy:~sti~s . .\tt c lJ.tion has a l rco.dy been ce.llc 

to t he .~act t hat J ehu i s spo~{t.1 of 2.S a son of Or:iri 



\ 

tuou~t is well established that these two re 
• 

not connected by ~ fc.milY ties. Viewed in his 

liGht the disocreement disappears and the I.le odach 

Dal ada.n of the inscriptions becomes a member of the 
A 

rulil:.G dyne.sty rounded by Jo.kin. His father then 

~ny 11.ave actually been ·the Ba.lad.an of the Bi le. 

Uc1·oc:lach Daladan \7a~ orif!i:Ul.llY hereditary c ief of 

~. ·~ ldi .. . ~e .:1.a , n. smo.11 tribe inhabiting the mars cs at 

t he :i~outh of the Euphrates. 

co.:r..::11d over 'Jo.bylonia, of' w11i~l1 .:ol· 
rcc.r::: 

lle ~io .. : rewa.ined \L:C.isput cd w~ter. He ·rnre al 

r..:!.ic~io.nce to Sc.riiOll and i..:;titutct.l an 

go·1er1.I"_c..it. Ansyrie. could : .. ot br ook sucl1 

:Lo r--~ z.. 100.guc of the rtate~ e.djoini :c As$ .. a . 



:· 

the ~e~overy er !!ezekiah r om D. ~crious sickne~s 

v10.. ... .:JD.doc c. pretext for ~er. inc erabassa.1ors .• a.ppa.r-

c .. t lY to brincr conrrratulat ons, but TeallY to sow 

+.he seed of diiti1sion. Th suspicions or ~San;on · 1 

y;crc however :.1.rcu::;ed by t;rco.t ~o!.ic itude sudden 

lY di:;1Jl ayed by the Da.bylo ia.n a.id -4,i'CY were o.11 

\ ·t:·.c ~-:ore coiil i rmcd when he lea.n•cd tho.t Heze:~iah 

the lega.t~ s. Ant icij,·a.t · 
ciis~la.ycc his t r easures 

the dcsi,Jns or this con.fc r acy , Su.men a ssei.iblec! 

his forces a!LU <l.irected i nst its ::le!I'bCrS a cam-

p11:i.Gn whi ch ·prove~ hiahlY succe:l s!"ul. P::i.lestine 

\"la~ the fir st cou:1try inv ,1 ed and si.ibj urrated b y his 

T~enue the ki . .,g ·urned hi s attention t o 

Daby l orda '14-ltl Elam, whi~h in very short order he 

conpe 11~:1 to cease all ho t ilit ies c...'"ld to :;.c:Z~1ow-

iedGe his su~remaay. Me dach Baladaawas forced 

t o desert Baby!on and to seek reruge in hi~ ance~-

tr~l c~pital, Bit J&crina This> however, also fel 

ir:t o the e:le1:tY, s. hands a d he was obl i.aed t'1 r.ur-

71 



~~.J..:er. After the death of Sarrron he e.crain for 

'l short time played the role of a rebel, ror ta.kint:r , , 
a,;vanta.r.-e or the ohange of rulers at R1n1veb he , 

u~rped the Babylon~ power and expelled the vic­

eroy who had been appointed by the Assyrian kine. 

nut hi~ reien was of short duration fer after er:-

joyi . .[; the r~al authority for only six nonths he 

we.. conpelled to flee by the arrival or Sern.eachcri 

01! the ~ccr.e or U.i:turbance • 

)G:l - 1 -
• 11•§A - :.reno.s:-eh i~ rcff)rreC. t o i~, .. ~ . . 

~he l~J . 

Ct.a~.: i . ~ l. i~ c:cs.!ribed. cs l !i 1As ii ~ar :At Ja.du<.li , 

.1 "~·,· r , L ·:!h i c h >1C r e cor:nize its e::a.ct . equi\·::.1c1.t 

oc.!uz-:,,~ i:x; i :: Jcren ia.h XLlX - M ~- TJ.1e ,-- .;.-;:.;-



1 
t r.e "'U°b t :' .. t i\ry . :~u .:ur > ifec.lling tl. C?TO\'ffi ~ 8.71.d t e 

i!J cr2.t ivc, u~r, ~iGiltfYinff protect, ?..nd is here-

f ore to be rendered •Nebo pr0teot· the crown•. we 

r os -;esr or tl~is ~na.rch a. series of inscrir t ns 
. 

_ or: brick and clay oylbiders, devoted however i n the 

~o~t !lart, to a description of the royal bui clin~~, 

· e·'ected bY hi.-:!. They therefore have but lit l e 

~-:l - 8 - - . .. J.1~9!!'2.f -
The Bahylonio.n f o~ f t 11:t ~ 

f. n "")a' • ,~ c ; ,. - '--.r i· l . ' ru'· 
... ~.... ...J o.IJ .J.. J.i-i...W.I. J \;y -. .L. ·~) 

\ · . .:.::. " i r ·~aL u-z ir- i C.J il:a 

\ 

r 
1
0 ,., t ('- ., .. i + • r 11 

J. .,,,; .. •- v.: • 

- ':..7 ~,. ''W. is 
~ ;1 · .;...,. • . 

I. • <'\ i 0 " r • .., . ,., -. j l ~ 
. ....... ...,. .1, J. lo.1.v .;. JU. ... '-• : •• 

I- • ' 
.... ~-...... -"' 

. :.:x1.:.l - 11 - lZ - l~ - TLc ~c vl rsc s llLl.VC ec.: 
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I f,o ~e m1autl1e:~_t ic ru~C. 1'.!!hir.toric :h: as !i!Ufi:h ~.:s t he 

;eco. cl •n ook of Ki:~s• docs not ellude, i.."1 it~ cor-

rc~roj .. dil~ pa!::~O(:'e :: to the events herein referred t o 

I:. t::e fir~t place they o.raue, i!: trllppm of +,heir 

::1~ rc-: . .acy ~.:. Western Asia, durine the period from 

, 700 to 650 n c E; a sur'!'er:ncy of which Lo ne:.t i or.. 

i s C"'.rcr me.de in o.ny other historical book. I n the 

secm!O. "place they urcre as an obj ect ion to t he:e 

r~~=-o.::cs , that i n one of them it is rlec lared that an 

1 • .1: ur a lly Le c;:~1e ct ed. . These crit ic iS-1~ a re full:." 

A!.: ia . L . :urther rc:-utt v. l of this n.r::rui:,_ci:t, the 

li · t ~:r the ~ubject kin~s of the lo.nf Chatti, handed 



• 

1C:0':1:1 :;y Esa.rha.1ltlon a.ID. .A.surbani.pa.l, rrAY be itcd 

as cc~~tc.il~illlI the r;.a.me or ltena.sseh. The ev nt rc-
1 

co~"C.CU. here in Cliroaicles1 Schrader believe could 

:L.surrect i on i.11 '.~hioh his Pa.lest i!iia.n subj c ts par-

1
t i ('iFai.ed . Not the sl~htest 11.tiuation i L.n.de by 

t:1c ~inc of a..JY o..;.i;>osition offered by :.!ena. sch, upon 

~ypt. rrO!!l Asurbe.aipcl on the colJ.t racy, · e iea.rl. 

~ L:it t he \Jcst cru Cou....try (Phcc:1icia a.:d Ba. est ii.e ) 

;,.1iluhhi •• 

G47). 

of 

""" · 1·~ ,.. 1 ~ ... 1 -1·ot 'cr -~J J. • ...... ..> u • • • 
I n order to keep hin 

i ... or~:. cr to .. ~.:: e e. rruo. ant ec of 

TS 
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l hi~ cood faith> submission loyalty, the A~syria.n 

mo:m.rch a.~ed that he be onveyed to Babel and 

cm:fined there. But wby we. this city selectec! in-

stead. of ?tiniveh. the place res idence of all the 

•11.s~j"rian kings, to whom also surbanipal \fas, in 

thi~ resepc~. no exception? In answer to this 

question it ray be said tha there is nothin: to 

o~posc ~he assumption that . rba.nipo.1, after ha\·ing 

been recocrnized a.s supreine ler of Bc .. bylon, should 

take up a t emporary resideu~e and establish a court 

1..t1cre fer the reception of a s sadors. Thus we 

kno·:1 that Cyvrian l csates a ter Asurbanipal' s con-

que::>t of :Ja1:ylor. ai-id his as u.":lption ef t he t. it l e of 

ki:.g tli d ho1naac to the ~rea !:ing i n 'Sabylon . The 

: .. c:.t i.cn of thi~ pla.ce a.lso a similar co::ui.ect :.on 

by the Chroniclers oa.i~uot erefore be well referretl 

to by critics as evidence o the unreliable characte 

of t ~is entire acaount. ~ should be no hesita-
., 

tio~ at a ll to h the rf!bellion of ~a.m-

76 
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asSUl!11lt1n, a treasonable aott.en en the part et uen-

a~seh in the year 118 &Ii.cl 1aie tnlbsequent deport-ation 

• il1 iron aha.!Ds aD4 with heets• the fellorins year 

CG47l. Thia last event •Has ldgh]y iq>rob&ble in 

the race of the exalted statien to Whioh again he 

wo.s artenrards ratee4. ft :la almost incredible 

that, after bavil8 be• n •oh dishonored he should 

have his tllrone restored to him. The oocurence is 

h0\1ever robbed of its i!Qprobable oha.roater atter 

nakincr the disoovery that Asurbanipal remorts pre­

cisely, what th~ Bible ata\ea &beat. ytgagseh with 

rcferencete Necho 1. Though this lt:Yptian ha.d been 

• '"f\17.ed and bound with iron bond~ and iron cha. i :1s 

h~nd c.nrl root•, thou:h he h~1 been carried off' to 

!i1 i·.re h 2 ~1'1 had been nost ignOini nously tna.ted > we 

,,! "·· ~ :\c :Et;ypt ian ene!!tY m'feht " i ·e\visc ha.ve been 



'18 

~ t ec! ·:>Uf to the J\ldeo.n foe is hfrrhlY • . •1•Je :!!' 

~ i s ~lso as ~ladble Sn the latter as in the 

that t hP. n 1. ~ht')nOred ru 1 er was re 

L..1t ~l i nto the kil~" s favor. There i!s ther efore no 

t o c8.!ltta:1:" -;.ouht or suspicion upon the Bi -

i i• .. "\ 1 stc:.t er.ent, the circumstane?es of which oo.n b 

•7 ":.": . r.::. l~t ive to this bestowing or dirrnity and 

o: :or~ ur o:-: those "ho han been dis~raced it !"'AY b ~ 

t at ed to hr..vc aprar e:it lY beep the :::ol i cy of !'eve a l 

1r r rri~n ki ngs to strive to win the ftiend ship or 

• 
. hose, who were hostile to the rrovenunent an<l who 

t een ~~1~ ~till more so bY humbling ann deer . . -
L-r;r; runi shments, by treating them in a rrnerous a 

.r-.gn~imous ma:m.er. 

I S A I A H • 

- 28-29. The Assyrian montl..r'ent s furnish us wi h 

.::e evi1e:!ce that the prophet does not here depi 1t 

event which has transpired or ir, tr~;;sr i~·ir.z , 

• 
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.. - .... . t.:!0 act~l a.d: a.nee of the A:-;syria.n a.~ a.G:l.inst . -- , 

\ \,r0:--J "' ~ lem. The in~cript 1on~ plainJ.y infol'r!l us thnt 

.. ;i~L:.i.:lsh, Gcb~, P..a.i:alh and Gibea.h. 

(;! •• J .. .... J.. .,.o.: .. 0 

":. o. ::. .:!. .~ :. sh, ::-:..·c;:. '::Linh pl~ce he deto.i!~d force~ to 

.. .::·~ .:......,~L -~ '. unc E;,..; t ~J.~ 3outh Ef-. :>t. This division 

o.: t ~:t.. ~:..-: .12,: 0-.:r:urcd the fort ified towns of Jhdo.h 

!l! !'i .. ~~ ~tlll-13) an'1 then f orced it!; !T..r~h p~st 

- ~' l ·· · .... ,.. t J"'ru"·' l e ···· .......... (' + "'c .... ·· 1··· "o·~ .... ._. "'" t _, i.; , 1 • • O.i. v ll. 0 \,; · - L1 .. [.c; ... > .. .. LL •.J. i ..,.,._,\.,; •• 

~:·o::. :r ... r.~~ish by i.•;c.y of Elcnthero:·olis, j0i::ed it • 

., !1c ~T orth i t r .\1st ho.vc been a.t a. ti..'lle when the pl:l.ns 

o!.' +.!"?.c ir no:.n.r cn ho.d :.ot 'been fully c1.et er..1 i :1ct.l .::.: .d. 

:~i ~ rout c ~.ct conplctely dee id en upon . Thi~, Sc~1ft-

.:'(;r thi:.ks , acrecs with the chnrr.cter, fom c.ad 
• 



• 

( ti<_c:,t dread and fear for the i'ate of Judah, it 

,..c7 t. :.~t11c1css clearly repr~se1.~s the cne,~y a~ yC't ~t 
I 

l,..o, .., "" r": .; r-t .... ~1.., c . .- .... v """ .l..a J ~ '- • '"' 

Xl-li. •Frcr.i Fzypt, Pa.thros a.J1d Dliopia. '.'.!:~. tile 

Xlll 

1-;Jc..i'o :cc cL: crix upo.: a co11sidern,t io~- of t hiE ci1a~' t er 

+rc·~ ted ,.,..,. 1· · thi· s ~.,,,., 1r1"nd~e,, ~.., ,., ...... ,..,... ........ ~ '- .. J - ... - ........ ~ .. •°1. .. - • 1 ~ .... . """ lw.it,_., '-- - • 

ccr!~CYl revealc; hiJn~e lf on his monuments in a quite 

C. if::"i: r e1:t lir;ht, from th<"'.t in which we were accu~-

toned to r egard him. Therefore, to fonn a proper 

jnG.::;c .. cLt cs to the reality or ur..reality of e\rents 

chror. ic:!.ed of him in the Ti i ble we shall hc.ve to firs 

. , 

~ . 
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call il•to requisitton the il!$criptions bearine" on 

th i G l/ C!"iOd Of histo:-y. They i.Tldeed op en up an 

u:1e:~r:c~tcd vista. il•to the · remotepast. They revea.l 

t0 cur a.~t oni~hed cnze stnrtlu~ i.1-wuths which over-

c .:.:q 1t io .. s u.1; 0.1.1 a firm DJ1<i well fou::.U.ed basis. The 
. 

... y~·ur of cul" u.._ccrf.J.i1. a~.u. haz:,r speculatio11 di~-

Cyrus or ccrtuil1 -.:.ud. c.ctn~l exis-

r:c .. :ust re~our.cc the idea that he 
11 

" " " I .. . C t ........ . ....... ~ -- . 4:c.;. l ous, ocnothei~t, bent only u:"'on 

I' ti:c d c;.t ~cu~tion o:f Eabylonian idols. Fron the very 

. 
c: tl1e :Jcl :.rcroda.ch. He pays fUll honarrc t o t he 

s dt:\~out u s the native Babylonie.rts . Bel ~nd Nebo 

:1.~CC l"G:; .. •.r cl.Cu by hiu J,S the CSpCcia l ,l)Ctron c.!eit ies 

of roy:l.lty. Cyrun shews hi~ .. eelf a polythei s t in 

t11e i'ullcst fC!_sc of t he ter.n. Equc.l rights are 

a cC'or Jccl to a.11 the divinities r epr c se1J.ted thrcuJ h-

• r 



out his vast doz:ains. We find that he &oted in fUll 

acccrda.nce with the !;enera.1 cba.racteristie views of 

I r~~ ... r ilccs , who af ter a short redidence 1n a l and 

exchanae their crods, for t he deitie!: ac;~iowleuticd by 

c\: l :'!.i .:t ~ 1 who bad been s et tled in Sa~ria t y Es'-lr .. 

haW.don, ado~ted the 't10rs~1ip or Jehovah. I!ence the 

thc0;7 that. Cyrus all~ed the Israelites t,, r eturn 

:o the i r nat ive \! Our ... :r.r, ~ecnu r t:? J i l:e them he wo.s a 

;;rnr~hi~~" e'.r or One Supreme God falls t o the ::rro~'1d ) 

OVPrt hrown by the fOTce or the monw.ent s . 

I:i.trt !;nr ... cr e , this rrr andcst lti~.c or 11ezi thcn antiqu i t y 

rcc : ... :l;·~ , a:--r·ea.rs on the records, relati.T}ff to his 

rci~r: , ~::; :1.il Elai..ite . The in~crirtions whit-11 revea l 

J;i1i :;; fz.ct a.re t l~ose co:ita.m ed on> l~t. > t he cy !i!!1er 

· ;:--~:i eC.: :...:r Cyi:"\ts, 2nrl., the tab let describin~ hi s 

l"!':'1'l'les t or ::;abylon ia. n.nd t he C?auc:;ec:o leadi ?C t heret o 

~-L: Z1, : . , :il ... .L:~c accou.i t Given 'Jy Na.bonidos. Cyru~ 



• 

...-:~s r.ot orirri..ria.llY a king of' Persia. This country 

w~:; ~ ccuired by him f'irst at s<:r!le time between the 

sj.:d~h o.ncl ninth yearsof Rabenidoa. Both be and his 

pr o:reni t ors had been the rulers of Anzo.r or Elam. 

T:.<J ~1~' ir~ : 11ererore which he founded wo.~ not the 

Pcr: ian
1 

for th:is wa.s establi~ hed later· tiy Darius 

liyst-spc s ;an~ it is only be01P.19e or ~ neir.e the 

pccdccc:::::;or ci' the latter t hat the former cou ld or 

, The -c1.:;..y c~·liuU.cr ::;pc:t::s of the restor~tion of !Jo.by-

1.-; •. i::... • .1. cap !. ivc~ to t.he:::.T r.cvci.~c1 ho. ic ~ . 
,.._ r .,,,..il f:' i· t 
\J~· .L I •• , ' 

"~C , r C: i d ~-ot look with favor uron the odious prac -
.... . ' J 

: ice of the " ... ... ~Ti•\n ~nd Dabyloni~i. 1" i '"'f""S of t r e.n.s-
~ ~- • .J '., 

A '""'-' ) 

pc:.~:. il.g C CJl .. ~U: 7tCci people f rc~ their :nn.t i ve cou:_tries 

He nnorted ~ rolicy c~lcul~tc~ 

-to "ccure for hi.r:i the r;r r..tef'Ul recoznit ion o:: all 

• 



i.1tc the governi.:cnt . P.c restored to 

::c. .. :.ctu1rics o.11 the deities an•l rrave permissi n to 

tl:.r ir ·~cvotees to c.ccom,pa.uy them bo.ok to the· nn.tiv 
I 

cou:.t rie!: uhere they mtht o;;a.in :;et.t le. Heb-

rC\·:: with ~heir po.triotio zea.1 aroused end 1: .. ensi­, 
::'ierl by the ,·rord:> of their insrired bo.r ·s,al 

r ou::;:!t rl'r.l'lis:::ion t.o le~· .. e their «\ark end. 

1 
~-.u:d of 1)itter cn~tivity an~. to return to 

!''"\~.~ ~:.1 1 t l!e !:10r _e ren.clY to :;rant this pet it io for, 

i: c :.: i C.c :; 

l' 'IOUl ·. surpo:•t hiJ!l :i=. the 'tin:eet e1:Ccd ~~1-u:;:; .e fol" 

... '.!.1. ·: ... eL;c..cy ; y;iJ.o -.·;ould at the ~1czy out set opp~ ~c a:1d 

'. 0 ,.. , -· ~ " .... l:."' .,.,,.~ , t,· ;: "\n" 1 ""l.·+y oi" ·ni· s :. ... c~lnl 
... - '- L •.'.. .1. 0 .!. '' t.,; ._..__ ,_ J ._. h .• ~l,,;~-.LJ. °' U. 



conrt at SU~a., were placed in control of af!aii-s to 

direct tl'e policy of the natift kines. The newl.Y 

l ur..e~rthed :Inscriptions enable us to definitely fix 

the ~~te or the eGJDPOSition of nanY o! the Biblical 

prophe::?ies relating to the fall of Babylon ru .. d the 

~c11ieveoents of the Elamite oonqueror. They deter-
• 

.. inc conclusively that suoh om.oles can bear no 

l~t cr date tha.n that of the carture or Babylon by 

Cyrus (if we refuse to allow tllem anY supernatural 

chn.racter o.iiu ascribe to them the aut hority. merelY 

:'he Jews c~ , ..... times were violent lY exa~pern.ted 

They had just reasons f o:r 

t heir c-: r or;G feelinS t a.s a compari son of the t:ords 
~ 

of the prophets , y;ith t.he date rurnt•hed bY the i.ri-

~criptions an to the genei-al polity of Nebucha4-

1 
ne~zar and his successors, will make evident. He, 

Neri 3l ossor and Nabonidos were lcirl{!s of extreme 

\ 



piety, vrho entertamed the most exalted religious 
l 
\ ide~s and dispal.Yed most pious devotion to their 

gods. Every political and .. ienal view was thru 

bY them into the bao1i:grGllDil. Unlike their Assyrian I 
predecessors we do not find. them boasting of the 

humber of vanquished enemin, oonquered towns,and 

c~rtured ·booty. The)' prided themselves upon the 

number or temples which they built and. the rich 

, rre ~e~.t :; '-rhi ~h they offered te their •1es . T:~ i ~ 
. .... -..,,.,. 

f~ ~.ati~ i :;m , ~s wa s but n~tural, r rel Uttllterance ~. 

pr ej ud.ice. 

:!::-:::"'.. r~lize the r e liaio::1~ et Barvlon and t o subor -

· i. .t/ . .. .:. :1 i'"',..E'iG:i :o<l: to Babylon' s chi ef diety, 

he too~t ever.? r.;eo.1~c t,') stamp .out a.11 the n'lt i ona! 

li f e of 
r,... ra;gr· --~ ""; o·, s , ... 11ich leri·ved i t s r:.n :iJl 
J. +J ""' - _ ... ...~ ., ' . .. ' \I . • • 

I 



i .:-:: s 1 '\':ho, thourrb f'la.ttered by the in:?reare in 

:: rner ~:d su:~ erior o.utho:-it.y vc~ted 11~ their !.fero-

• 
~!:e i1,.t rus ion of other ~od~ '-;mild hri..'1{!. The ::·ro-

· i ... c c~ ::t.~d city, alienated by his disc.CTrce2tl~ 

:.:c.G.c of .. orsb.ip, surrendered. without the sli3'htest 

r es i stance to Cyrus, whom they hailed as the de liv-

ercr from cr~ el f~iati~i::.m ~nd the restor er of i hei 

U;.dcr the OPi re:sive re~irne preva111Lti 

0f tts Jc·:is uu!:t h~vc ocer .. terr l'ti le to contemp l at e 

~::c t!~i::reforc we cc.n ,.,ell urrl.erst and t~e evi~ .. e1~t 

,:el iv"i1t. '.'Ii th which they avra.ited the cominc of t he 

o .. ~ ·.it h wLosc ::uccc~~ their hopes were bounr1 up . 

)'rith t he o.hove f acts well in n ind the Di blical 

t. 0 us·. Tur :1i1,.: i r. rart icular to t he chc..:: t er under 



~i~cu~:ion we fi!i.d the wild lfedi::ul horde~ who ::.rud-• , 
.:c:~ ly rur.h dm·m upoi! Babylon, represented a~ wreak-

i!C d ivi."'le venaeanae. As instruments of God's 

n..~cr, they exter.,13J:l.e.te the i.111"'.abitant!! of Dal'ylo:!, 

~~~re r.e1ther rrold nor silver and lay ~°" the r~­

'-' 
=i ificCl:t p~lo.c~s \thich"bec<>I!le the a.bode!".: o:r the 

~~ rO\":l inr; C.ll ic.J!11~ or the desert. Acuorclir...:; to 

le'.~ il1ir state of o.ffairn oorre::T'ontl::; 'o tlk"l.t ;·:hie - . 
n'..r:~cd the ninth ~'eo.r or M!tbonidos' rei.rrn. 

i .. :.11ir ycc.r with enli~ted l!ediv,n forces i1:;1ded th 

.. .: .. ~ ~ ~ -- t•c· r'" '"/ '" to ,~ - ,..--t • .!.. .. ..,·.,.;· ,, ·· "'" ........ ..; - · • ~ \,A..~ ..... ~ : J. • 

Ll..SC~.':i.'L.cs the r.:cscc1.t i1~t o l:cll Of ':.LL' l:::.st :~i.c of 

onnresserl neople. - .. . 
"'his dercri ptiont 

88 



·,l:1d.:\lt.ted l~' refer~ to t !:e ocaurrences or the sev-

c1!teenth year of No.bonidea, when this la~ Babylon-

i~~1 !:i;,c U.ied a. r risoner in the han<\s or Cyrus who 

t.hcreupon seized the the re1r:ns ot fftJve~nt. 

12- 1Br~ht ~ta~ son or the morninrr• ( ~ l 

I An e:.cpression s'imi.lar f> this, is the Ar~yrian , J:u ~­
t; i:!.il C ~hinina ::t::.rl ap~ lied to Ve!lus. 

XVlll·--······XX 

XlX-13-

...i. 5 ~'u.i. • \'thich irequc:J. ly also ap~. :ars as "ibis 

the A~syrian l1tiim::,)i•. 

T:.i~ or<:!.clc i: to Le ~:.!riLtd t o a.1 c~r ly pc: .. i oci of 

t he : .. oi:;n of Sar:;tia , wt: c fi..,r.ures i n verse f our, a~ 

I '.·::!c:1 c·.:i;c to the 
I ' 

I • ,, "'• l' r ~ .,.. i"\" • •' -i - .r: ~ !_....., _ 1,; . ) • - L v ...... _ "" '"': 

The prc~isc dat e is the yc~r 720 

-1 ,j. ·,c lf' ' "' IT.Li' " • . ' /":"\ i: ~ 
.:.....I - 611 ~ ~.; ¥ J ...... - .... ...... · ' • 

.. :..:~.: :."' J L ~ c~ .... tu::-e of Sc...'r·,ria. fer t he ren.;.oL t hc.t th 

• 



i .. ·'.'~liitcly rera.iri1~ a.aa.inst it• The decisive 

... 
:-;trt1.ac1c- oocured at ~phia and cU19fp.tcd iIJ. a vic-

+,ory re::- ·the Assyrian kinff who oontended him~elf' 

t 11c·1 \tith ~osill{! a. tribute. J!typt hov;ever 
.,_,_~ . 

i11cO•lsolaU. e, '- the loss oi her fonucr ::1orv en-... , 

~ 'L
1 CJ into nczctiations with Ashdod ~ncl other Asiat · c 

sto.tc s to ~.hake off the Assyrian arasp fro~ Western 

;1.s ia. . :·c~lCC the i nsurrection Of A~hdod in 711 B.C 

I-'.: .._--1 .. ovcd hmvev c;r unsuccessful a.J.i.tl the ~ing of ,\::h-

~ ')1 Yl h <1 had ~ou.:;ht ref'Ce c.t 'th0 court of his , 

ci e s cc1.d.ainvd in X\Tlll anti ~ ho.vc e srec ia.l refer-

..i.o "' 11 .i.~1 ~ ,. ~ -.,c-. 4- ... ti1e i"o~.., ., er ho.,,..r- .!'ul o+' t:1e 0 •• ~ e ., c.. 1.. .. 1;.: .,.t; i..: ........... , & ... ~. · · """" ... -

· .. :.."i~t C:iJ. li~ .. ior to the f all o: Aslidoi:! ri.:1d the lo.tt er 

C:?-~ ,,._., ~ o.r .. sh· od ._,., vv.. ~ .i. -' ~ l • 



11 I I 

l--:---;:;---~-----1-------1 • 
x::-1 1U 19 Thi::; is the only passage in the 

. Dible in which thls 11a.me occurs. It is :pronounced 

i :: Assyrian either i.nattm or "1"1k1n Whiah re • 

.. 
1 ~pect 1vel.y sicnify •finn 1s the tins'• and he (the 

T!1e capture or Ashdod here mentioned is treated of 

at le:.cth in the Khorsabe.d inscriptions which state 

tlli1t the revolt of Ashdod wa.s a.ssociateu with a cor -

responding movemeut. on the part oi ~t ~ Ethio-

; ia and t hat the Assyrian forces were r.lir ect cd si!:rul 

~ :..1.l0c~s ly aaa.:L'"lst all thtrce If thes~ powers • 

. XLlV·------XLVlll 

The prophet , i n these chai;.ters rroves hio~clf ~ fir.n 

;~rt iso.n a.nd an ardent enthus
0

iast ic advocate of , 
He clesi~1iates tlle conqueror as • t11e one 

-.;hom God l oves• the •shepherd to perform all His 

rleatl:re•, rt he one whom the Eternal appoints though 

he doth r.ot know H:tm•. 

The de£cr.1ption herein given, however is not 1.~ 

• 



trary to the details furnished by these(bapters, 

t he inacriptions1 as remarked above. inf'o~ us, tha; 

the entry ot esrtts int• Bab,VlOD na a most pe&oea.bl 

one and that be paid the snatest respect to Bel 

This propheoy we 'therefore a.re coi •• 

!':>~ ~:J.il ... ~d t o i:U"er was d elivered ~('fo-re ~?:.ere ~:.ras 

abs:> l ut e certaintY, as to the outcome of the .~t r1:-:1 

Cyrus wa s st ill :~.t;~i.;ed L~ Sout h Eo.byl oni a ..... 1d be-

:~re it wa: well e stabli ~hed that the r eople of 

revolt of t h e i!1ha.bitant s a.e-ain!IJt their kinf""' arvl !ii 

.., : .... tnr e :-hn.t t.ered the !1ronhet1 s prertictions . But 

~::1'! t l~~t Tra.s the t-etum from· exile. 
I 

XLVl-1 ~•. : ~erOdaoh the divine protector of Ba'bylo. .. , 
".!:d i.t ~ i nh£t.b ite.nts

1
ha r! the title 1 Bilu (lor d) t.be 

r'i_ui~· ...... :~:.t of ttc Bel o~ this ver~e . He w~s shcply 



tl~e l ocal ~Od and could be denominated the n tione.1 

~od o:.ly ii .. the sense that he was the repre~ ntat iv.e , 
.:Pity of the foremost oity of the tinadom. 

. . 
:l lly but a solar de1'7, atbe o~ion of the rriaht 

rowerf:: nr the day 1n the· eternal strucrr1e ae inst 

because or the belief rrenerally held thnt he h,'d the 

l""\·:0r to resurrect the dead. 

12~ -!rcbo was the rruardian deit: of Bersir _ , t he --~n :·"'r; !31r£i Mimrucl . The: n~ .. :.c i!' S~it i c-!3a l~.:ic... 

" 

. .., ; .,. .. 
}; .• l,·-·~ 

. - .: . · t . . ' .. " - 1 1. C" 1 _._. ...... ; .a 10~.t .. J,., ui- J.· - '-L e 

II • Lo 

: . \,~·1 ct s to l •.. cat i on o.t tllL; co1~cl-..i::im: of c. do u. .. c:.t 

.... ~ "" .. - imc c1.i:.cYrn1 hi.m vri th the 



.· 

Yt isdom t.·o &0C11111Pli8b suoh a. work. Sayoe believes . 

that tre got! lost tb&t ciettntte localhation and 

, t!~~ t h1!1 name and wersh!l' pas~ea O\'e-r to the Western 
. .. ... 

Se:~it1c raoes, leaving 1r a<e s in the nomenclature of 

JEREMIAH 

XXV - M- ~W - This name was applied 'o t.be 

Northern part of Arabia and there!ore a:-r ec: witl! 

·nix-3-

I:.: t : : :-:arnc o.r Q :a1y lv:1ian ki1.S , Herisli::::;or C!'1er­

u ..... l - ~ .... r-u~ur) !ncanil.c ·1~cr::ra 1 pr l"t/') C't tr." 'i: i ni:" ) • 

iJJ ""'·· :Ye il1~ntified with the :trrtJa. of t he B:iby .. T 

(rubul i .. coC'.bi:lnti,,n, 'hiehlY e=<~lted 11 • 

-r t ~ ~ ::!.l.:::o te tr:lcnd to a Semitic ,,,_.iajn pw which 
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I 
T~::-1if.}' •one very d.e<;p in l?Ower or :l.ntellicrence•. 

• • • l ~:r.11-2 Hebucba.dnezzar king Of ~bylon. '\'Te ~=~•O".Y 

~r ~ certainty that Nebuchadnezzar had not estat• 

ttc eve:1t described here. The bo.tt le or Ctnrch~:-iish 

~. e r: he person~llY conquered the ~tian forces , 

he di d ~o in thE' name of the reirrninc' ~overeic-n. 

The be~towal of thr- !:ira:ly tit le upon h:Un ty i.he 

,; :"~;. · ~1ct \'.'OU ld i ::idicate that this predict ion \1e,s 

f writt en ;o: t !"c.ctur. 

II 0 S II E A 

X- 14 J~~ Sc~i:t"'u":A." o.S.':o.nccs two theories es to 

He ur:es i? ~ t!~e 

to O::'::'crt , f:: 1'j,1so i"ou: .. d i.: the i:_scrir t ioi.: . :'he 
' 



.I. • 
--.lC i.;~·01:.i~1ot, s reference to it a.s an event well 

I!cz ... cc this Sba.l.':l\Ileser would be the one '\Yh 

a deca.d.e before Ro•hea's prophetic activity, 

?8Z-77Z. ~7c know that this ki~ (Sha.l.r.n:-.e ~er tt:n 

~~.c ~.n e-..cpedition into the Lebanon tiistrict, on whia 

o~ ~"-:ir11 it is not unlikely that he my 1'.ave cro~sed 

t!:c IJor dan ru:d destroyed Beth Arbel. Settinc' a.~ide 

t i1is theory, Sahrader proposes a second. He thinks 

l t::r t :;10 1\r·,,yri nn !!lO~~rch !":'J:l.y hc.ve been meant a.I all 

·. ::t it Gr~ (to whor.1 Po~ll:?a, .:::.: b.dic~ . .-~ed in ver~c si;: 

I Ji·'., ,.., ,,.· , ... 11•- :~--- of' 11 • ... -.-r.;" " i" at.i.- ·ncci :o ~.: c "' "" - ""' > .., .~ ....... (..i, o,J .. ~.lr..l~ - .... - ..,....;;_, • ....., ) ....> ~ ...... .. 

• __ .._ .... c . i~c t ,1~:'.~fc1 ... Lc licvl;s t~t Lni :: Sal:Jt.:.:. \W.s 

. . + . 1 •t • J.• "I'. b'tn, ~ n .... o.tt +•. ,.,_ s""-·c "'"'l .. •e 1 1~·'- · v - ca ' · :i. n ... ,1c l •. oa i ... .: ... "" _ ... .. ..... ~... i.;, . ~ , 
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• 

I 
J!C3. Ct' hC (ltoshea) lived in the same period 8.~ tbn.t 

of Sal.l.-:an kiuc of :.~oa.b. Aocordinff to 1ZJ[fnrr!' Xlll-· 

2'\ we knO\T that the Moe.bites invaded Isra.el' s ter­

' l .. it,..i-J i :: the time of d'oash and were l n.ter subju .. 

:;::.ted b:,1 Jeroboa..wn G (ib. nv-25). It is t here-

, .:-arc :..ct :f.r.~,of siblc tha.t they ca.de another attempt 

J .. c : c cn::.·e t heir i:~rlCJ.""l cndcnce anti even went ~o f a r as 

I ~·:; t a ::c · the offensive a.nd destroy Beth Arbel. Bein:::; 

rulir~ over o. neir;htori::.cr n:::.t i on 

c.:~c. i.ne:r ef ore 11J1Ppos6d to Le ncll ~u.lc.-.-.-~.1. to hi~ 

• J. ~ ,.., • 

• .. .t .. "- ' -· 
tl.c CO'..l •• ~ry O i .. 

~lit :,1 of t h :..c ~<.. ::.....~ .• 

V- 20 

~r ·.. ·· c 1 •• '" .. , , ... ~ lf'- i f : t~"IJr :!.:"e to 
-.· - ·' - l · \.__ "'-"""""' - """ 11 ....... ~ .. 

. . l ... . e. .. y _o:-:. 'l::a. 
" 

. . l 't1' S..., ·•ut ~-·d lr"'UVO:U . :-- S)Tlall C C 1 C :': J .... . :.: •-• · ~ ._ • > 

.., . 



1 T!10 lc.t ter is t he n.aT?te for the p le..netSaturn. ~!ence 

":.i!C r:~ra c;.e o: our versc1 •your star cod• ic fully 

j11t:ti~icd . 

1 71 - :~ T~~is vcrcc cv i ucnt ly describe~ the disasters 

l\c;.h .. J.h ) 

I 1 <.!. ::u:i..7101.i an t owa, wa.:.: conquered by Sr..1:,;on some tLn 

j:l"i~r t o 710 ~ nuoll as ·his records, co::-.posed. iu 

n~.ath was overthwown il.1. 720, d.Ui"iDC the 

iJ I C : ... :1. 

.. -- 10- a'iilou :halt ~o forth from to";m- --- -

.L • 

If \1C a.ssici .. ~n curly d1.: 2 to this 

.. ... ·~1: :~~ t , .:.. he course of event~ was this . ':'i::rlath 



• 

n tr~:i::1) orti!ll! its inhabitant8 e.nd replaciLcr th 

ith the subject people of other countrie~. 

nere would be nothin!! ~~e 1n the prophet's 

• c:f erence to a threatened c!eporte.t ion to ~abel. 

:rt her~ore if we sappose thi~ 

comFosed after Seneria's fall, this passage beo 8 

still nore intelligible, for• e tnew 'hat Sargo 

tran~fe-'?"ed the Tlabyl.,nian tribes .f;n Syr'i '! :-.~:1 11 

~c~t l~d in their pla~e ether people. The rep~~t cf 
. . 

thi~ f'"!ethod (': C.f':t 1 i.ne with ~t1b~11~'!.~ar1 na"1onn 

tlwuu~1 , that. they ever experienced such, i s not 

Tl:i~ explr nv t io:;i o~ Scllra 

~~ntury in a.d~.nce, he.d fores 

• • .- •·• ... · ~· 1 "'1 1· ...,r~ c -,;.,-#.., .... """"·~., - J ... .l \.. ... • .. ..... - • 

'J J TT U ·r 
... ~ \. .. j. ~ .. 



I· 

c. ·.; ::~1 0L:c~1re · o::.;.c J.?ld ha.s c!'fered much '.3'round for 

f •. o:.u.. .. c~~t z ho-;tcvcr' hns dispelled s~e l"f thC' rr1 acu 

The in-

0: ti~e E:;)rp~ io.n Thcbcc by Asurbani:p1l, the $011 "n<l 

. t ~uc cc::;Gor of Esarho.dd011, i.:1 hi:; second exped~t ion 

r..::;e.i~ 1 !='t *1.aoa.ni, Rud A."!lon, the succes~or of Tir-

A :10 •:10, ;; sa.c:tc;d o::: its rrccious treasures , i t.: 

~i :!:1cr J col<.l. o.nd ·;o.lt'ab l e stones beinrr carried a'7o.y 

to !!ir.i vch . Thi~ a.ccount accor·' ~ full:; wit!1 t::.:t 

_!\r,n s).nce we have no other referen "e 

t::c e:: c':' , t ion o: tu~ ! c::;c1"'ir t ioL of its finnl over,. 



r..avL-c t.a~n ni.de shortl. y after the 

r-·. " -+ ~ ~", .. 
.J•- · ··--··· 

A::.·.::::•uc.~!ipal ~a.inst T~1ebcs took pl~cc ~ftor re 

•· • · ~ ··+ -.'· :"'':) .; . t''"" follcvr1"nf'I' -..:r. ... ,... ~-\. .. \.: ..._ \; \....,, .... v:.. • ...__ 1 •'-- ' \• • •....,; ., ...... -. ... - • 
The Thee n di::' -

"'C'. .a. "· , 11· '"h ~,.. !"; ';"' a· ,,,..,., ..... i. ~~t e 
\,...., u~ ..... - - """"' '~ ""4•• • ~ -- r . .. _ 

d ... tc 

t h p ~'e"..T C60. It ir 1:ot ~.1ithin nrobe.bility , Sch~~d 

nr o-

dcst~ · 



PSALMS 

1 ~:Ll l , JCLIII, XLl V. These psalms were cofi'i)o~ed 

dur~-ia the j3Q,bylonia.n ca.1,tivity a.iid ~~ot .. as UJ.iJ:/ 

c.::~c ::.·t, uUTing the time Of the Lfaco&bees \"Then the 

l rcc1Jlc -.. :ere overwhelmed by mi~fortunes, i· .. ~."e 't '.) the 

c~~uel . eriict.s of Antio·ohus Epipha.nes. This lat ter 

OJ•il .. ion i~ due to a. Iaisuuder~ta.21di.--icr of the Daby-

1 01:h'l:i epoch in Jewish history; but now that, mvinrr 

:.o-:- ecc:it c! iscovcrie~, the oprre~ ~ ive ar.d i :itole-r:--:.t 

:-:::e ::o rcccur::c to e lo.ter e~e of barbr.ri~ ~ncl 

~' 0r ... cc11tion, for an expJanation of t hese :i~a1:sr . 

:-:."' .;,ut::0r of t~i:- fir~+, +.wo of t hese P~alms te~.~1 r 

, ,.,. 0. t. :-- t:1c \VO~fUl codiitio:~ of ;ii~ fellows, t he 

,itli hap!J:,' and dcvoui. Is=c~c lit es . 

P~ .::.k :i1v uorc vividly pori.:1.'-Y~ i b.l: sui1 _:d.nt; s 

102 



\::.iJh ihc nation ha.d ·to Wldercro, owin{; to religious 
~ . 
l .. cr:c1.1ut ion. They a.re all a.~cura.t.e pictures of 1.~c 

conJ. ition of affairs during the Babylonian exile. 

c:v..·xv11-This Psalm was evident.ly written at the 

t i.u0 whe~. the Israelites a.nxiausl.y await ~d the de-

~ce.t o: :.h11 Ba.Lylonia."ls a.nd their hated Gollies, the 

l du. .. caHs , who had co-operated with them at the de-. 
d"..ruct ion of Jerusalem. This poem describes a 

i'.'Jcriod , :Ul \'ihich the overthrow of Bo.bylon was inuni­

Lc1:t , o. peJ:iod corre~ponr1 1ne" exact lY with the first 

1' .. y ::; of th~ ~.1on!t1 Tannuz it, ":hr Sc'aJcntecnth ye.:i r of 

1;2.:. o . . i 1os . The J:;:;: here addres~ed wit~ ~ch en -

courac- i na l o.ncuace can ~e none other than Cyrus . 

D AN IEL 

[-7 .,l'..,'P~ This Jame corre-~onris to the .. 
iJ~r-ylo~.ian Ea lat ru u s1..1r > which signifies •his life . . 
'1.,.."t n -.+ I , - ./ \,,..\;.., . 

It i s ccrtam therefore tlui.t the writer 

st:. tc "' i h~t Daniel was named aftf .. a god. He evident .. 

• 

103 



lY had in mird. the similar desicnat ion Belshazzar• 

whi\)h contains ~ its r~rst syllable, the nm:ie or 

the god Eel. 

1!,W Delltzsoh derives this from the !Ja.bY­

lonian name, §uur-~. •blob menas •comnand or A¥u• 

(the moon god). 

-11- -.n - This was the title or one or the 

king's officers. It corresponds to the Assyrim 

v l 

, . , -. 
~ ~-'"""' ... 

'1' '" 1• r -i"''l''",.. " ............. , - ,.~ ~ +"' 
- . .. . ... '" - ...J . J.l ~\, •t.J - a,,.; -l J.. - .... - ...... ,, .J 

Cy.lindcr cf ··~._i..c:.i r:ns Bi 1-~ar-usur C •Bel .. I • 

..... ~- i .,.. -."- ~ · .... •.; - "' 11 ) 1· '.': .·.·.c·.:tioncd ac; td. ... 1') 1 ''" "'t :-- - : 

.. - - --:;--- J . • · · -"~ -

114 
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It wat:t :it this 

t i:~c thn.t Cyru~ first encountered the Babylonian 
• 

Later, in the seveziteent.h year• m1ooni dos 

~ii.:.se lf led forth his rorces to Ashdod, acre.inst the 

city, '.'then, at its oai)tlire, he l or.t hi s life. 
• 

:.Io:~.Y;hile tho k i:AG l~ met his fonnidc.bJ e foe o:i tl~ 

f i eld or bct.t!e an1 l:.".<l b een defeo.tcd. JTc hL:.:;clf 

• 1·-i,.f'.· er .i ->J :JJ.;. • 
The in~cription~ therefore ert:!bl i~!1 

..... ,..r- .. ,.. · ... ,... of J. ... ... . , ... __ - ..,, 

a.l ~ !1c ti .. c of i ·.s ce turc by ~.rrus. 

l ife of h i s father ~7e find that he was entru~ted '.'! i ~ 

: o ct .i.:h.:tt -t r~d:.t ion, f'..lwa.ys to some nerrree e:mc:-::cr-



lc.-1 ir_r;t!, nee 11! the desienat ion of Nebuoh~dnezzn.T, 

... · . .; ,,... io"r bei'ol'"C he a.tt.c.ined the title (Jcr.XLVl-2). 

r~:~, ~ .~:s father Ncbuoha.dnezzer.' Historic2.l ac-

i: ~ c: . ... c of the pa.tcrno.l relo.t i0n~hip of ~!\:i.:t:~~dnez r 

~."l<J knmr posit ivcly fr~ ~he Cc.nor: 

f .~,., ,..,,c· ~ -,. -" 1· · • ~' r. ·~ r.-,. ..... ,.. lo·,.e -· i ~ ;..c .-.; b le · or 
·u • • ~-.; - · ·- .-!.'- .,,·_ .~ •-·· ,; ;.... •• "• · -~ - I • 

".r ..,,,c '·i ·de· ' ,.. 
- ol ' .. .. • .L_ -- .., 

.._, r>h:dl:c:::~Ij :-..nC: tr.e.t of its downft'.11, &!='!'"Ociated 

..,. ·it~ ncl:.'i~~'":··._c:rl rema ined i.'Tipresred o;: t he ~uthor' s 

. :i:. · . • 

in. - 1 'T' . ~ recently discovered .:Ylindcr or CyrUs an 



Annals et HabODidos represent. the last. kiDl? of Bab~ 

lon a.s beiDS tmned1a.t.el7 moceeded by his oonqueror 

The author ;in 'these passaces in which te cef'.'.'ri.'bes 

D~riu~ the itede as the rir:t ki~ ~~ the reconst rac cJ 

' ·".., -,, ·• &\,.. ""ll ·~ ~t!>~.,c•• o ... ·" ~. r.r .. _Hr-. - ...., ··•-- •> .A. .. \..-• • -.. J _ A t..L 

• ~· .... . . ·• ·1 '·y ra.1rus •· • , • '"• LI 'wj e 

_. little ca.rlier than the latter. (Media wa~ sub-

ill """t n d ' ·~ ,._._,.,.,,,. 
' " ~c... \:- . ... -' ...,,.,..J.u. 

"">~ · 'l "'\ i·1, rer""'ect 
-'--""'-.., • ;).l, .. 

:. li + t le l)efore Bat~11. l'.'!1ia. l 
d.~ 

to thi~ ::-.r.t+.e,. is ~t f:lult. 
"' 

i ~ i .. 

E Z P. A • 

The 

'T'he 

·1 - "- - - , i· ... ... "'"'-"' c·1 ,_· ...,,.. ..; n_ 1-u 11 accord wit!., the t 0l · .1. .l .,, ......... - '-- • ..... 

,:. .. ..; t 

. )-J. .1.·~ 

!t 



<;;..., •• ~ 1 e-ra ,_ .• 0.,... ;, ::~.L"" or t;-.t' Bc.bylo11ia.n de it i•.... Of thi 1 ·b 1 

spiri~ the r ccci.tlY Ji:;uovered annals o!' t!n.~onidoe 

.., : ... cu::; a most e.tnplc account. we learn frOl'!l Bo.by-

r!loC.es of worship, urccd. him to restore to their 

1-- r0pcr places the divinities whioh t l'1e last Baby-

I 

l O''l i an k i TIC' had removed . 

lV- 2- Tr.ere i 3 no cxpres~ ment ion i;: the i nscri p -

t i c:.:-:: o: a settlement of FAster:: tribe~ in Snrrnria, 

to \'rhich thi~ ~r-. ~sarre evide: ~t ly allude s . Fron t he 

~r· n-: ...... 1 u . .. . ) 

1~ i.LC • 

- 5- Corrc ~:-cnd i1~ fonn~ have :,er:: : ou::c :-::r tr.e 

• 

. 108 



I i...dicutc<l UY the evithet ·~rc~t· applied to him, 

l!a:.:.ot pos~ioly be idc:.iified with ~rs other A::;::;y-

1 :"iJ.J . ~mw.rcll tut Asui·bo.nil)a.l. He wa.s t:1c o:.l.y one 

who c~vcr Gdr:cd · pos~es~ion of El8.T'l and Su~n., so ~r; I 
'"o be .?..t l e to tra.usport their i!:.ha.citc .. :.t: to Sr'rmri~ 

~e:.t~ ~ r.orious clii:e. cult.y. Thi::; hm'T~.,.e:r c:u: be re 

... , 
/j.J~ 

. 
:.~~ .. :.:!.t whi.c":: ri,: .. i~irs nt:,"j c·1te or •ci.:: . • 

i i. I__ 

...,. t'""' .; . ('.' ,r-\ ""'ltions ...; . .-w .&..J. .. t-- -..... - i: 



::isaa.nu, A1ru,S1vanu, Dlmzu,tnulu, Tisr~v, 

A:. .. ~1,.s~~-u,rrisili-vu, Tibituv ,Se.batu,Addaru, from 

'\1hich the H~brew equivalents are 1n al.med every tn • 

. ;,t~i-cc recccnizablc. Special inte:rest attaches to 

jthc clerivcltion of :\'ra.r ChesltVen from the orieinn.1 

} . ... r·r -·-.. 1,.. .,... · 0-. l 
~ .... w>.J L 6.Mi.L- J.. Ao.._ e The latter is compounded of Arah, 

siv-nifyi..rm- month (the Hebrew 11']4?. l and 88.mnu :'1eo.n1.-.c 

,.. ; -· + c~r,..· .... ~ 
._ ·-..., J.. .. 1.~-L,, ! vh .,!-! l, !':"oa the :Cc.ct thc.t it oc-

c ~: ir .! t !.:. .. t rc.n~: t'-"'!O!'.!r the rior.t ~ ~. 

• . . , . 1 
l.uC~~ i. 1~.... , 

0 ... .;· o·. .: , ~ .. .: ... , 
-·\,,; .i.. !.. • • -...~ ··--"·" 

Hc::ce Ar~h .. 
• 
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