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Thesis Digest
Emma Goldman, (1869-1940) was born into Jewish familya!

in Tsarist Russia. Her for revolutionreverence bornwas

within her while in her native homeland, and it did not take
long after her 1886 immigration to the United States to align
herself with the radical elementsmore
particularly the anarchists. Although she rejected religious

Judaism, her life in a Jewish environment.spent Shewas
lived in the center of immigrant Jewry, the Lower East Side.
Her lifetime intellectual soulmate,

Many of the people she surrounded herselfJew.

this Jewish environment emerged a revolutionaryJews . From

deeply tocommitted issues of workers'mind, sowomana

equality ofcontrol, free speech,rights, birth women,

military draft opposition and the like, as to be called in a

Louis Mirrorin thearticle St.1908

her time."

encouraged to a life as an activist by theGoldman was
Haymarket Affair of 1886. Workers had been striking in favor

a number of strikersIn Chicago,the eight-hour workday.of
workers'beaten and killed by police. At protestawere

killing several bystanders andbomb exploded,rally. a
executed theEight innocent anarchists were aspolicemen.

perpetrators. Goldman was sparked with the desire to help the
She spoke to them atworking masses change their lot in life.

engaging in long cross-country tours.meetings and rallies,
of Mother Earth,through the appearance aand, in 1906,

v
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Alexander Berkman, was a

"8,000 years ahead of

with were



magazine she published for Goldman spoke theon

press ing issues her day.of her outspokenessFor and
unpopular views she was shunned, castigated. arrested, and
persecuted. In two-year prison
term for opposing the military draft. Upon her release,
Goldman was deported under the Alien Exclusion Act, and sent
to Russia.

Emma Goldman spent two years. from 1919-1921, in Soviet
She had dreamed of helping the Revolution, of helpingRussia.

the country to reorganize and of helping the masses to
foundfreedom. What she a
Revolution by the rulingofbetrayal the Bolshevik!

They were the powerful; nothing had changed forcommunists.
Goldman and her companion Alexander Berkman spentthe masses.
traveling through Soviet Russia. When they hadtwo years

confirmed for themselves that the Revolution Indeed was dead,
and the dreams they had nurtured for manythey left Russia,

years.

and Toronto,living in Berlin, Tropez,St.Europe, among
lifelived hersheButother places.

She continued hercountry that she loved— the United States.
joined in the unsuccessfuland evenwriting and speaking,

it was onlyfight to liberate Spain from fascist forces. But

death that Emma Goldman was permitted to permanentlyin her
reside in the United States again, buried next to the martyrs

of the Haymarket Riot.
vl

a new
in post-Revolutionary Russia was

a decade.

to a

as an exile

Goldman’s activities continued as she traveled through

from the

1917 she was sentenced



Emma Goldman was not a religious Jew, but she was proud
to count herself among the Jewish people, to be of the Jewish

world that Goldman lived.in that propagatingrace.
her strong sense of the value of each human being— and that

social,individual’s and economic rights. Her

own generation, butonly to her those which havetonot
followed.

vii

words and her ideology are hauntingly timeless, as she speaks

It was



Goldman spent herEmma
Anarchism was not just the ideology she espoused; she strove

live her daily lifeto in consonance with anarchist ideals.
pat Ideology she adopted in hermore

label she affixed to her garments.youth, Throughout hera

life, and often daily, she wrest led with anarchism

conceptually and practically, critically examining her own
and beliefs against a purist's yardstick.actions With all

her believed thatsoul Goldman anarchism could grant
individualization and self-actualization the individual,to
and this belief carried her through years of persecution by
governments and individuals who did not share her vision. To

must begin with an understanding ofunderstand Goldman, one
the vision which motivated her.

which funct ionswith government,soc ietyA no
harmoniously by the freely-arranged economic cooperation of

laissez-faire concept existedthisindividuals and groups—

was attached to it

anarchist society wouldEconomically,19th Century.thein
by agreementslaw, butby subjugation toexist, not

contracted for the sake of production and consumption. Freed
from the exploitation of private ownership the automatonor

thirst for production,

the worker could strive
1

efficiency inflicted by capitalism's

for centuries before the name "anarchism"

Anarchism was

CHAPTER ONE: THE PHILOSOPHY AND BACKGROUND OF ANARCHISM
SECTION ONE: THE WORLD FROM WHICH GOLDMAN EMERGED

for the full development of his or

a political anarchist.

than a

life as



her intellectual, moral, and creative abilities. How this
utopia was to come about and how it was to be run were widely
interpreted by different schools of anarchist thought, yet on

point all couldanarchists compulsory forms ofone agree:

government must be opposed.

This economic and political theory found expression in
William Godwin's An Inquiry Concerning Political Justice and
its Influence on General Virtue and Happiness (1793), which
stated real justice could bethat found if laws and courts

abolished and decisions in times of conflictwere were

chosen forrendered by reasonable that Small,men purpose.

autonomous communities could function successfully. Modernity
laws which weresaddled with attributedhad been theto

in reality the laws were a product
ambitions.1timidities, passions, andtheir jealousies,of

advocating anarchisticGodwintitling it,Without wasso

communism.

father of anarchy was Pierre Joseph ProudhonThe true
is Property? concluded that "propertyWhat1840 work,whose

Labor was the true possession to be prized, andtheft. "was
this view he washad been stolen from the worker. Inthis

aligned with Karl Marx and the socialists. But Proudhon went
whereas state socialism and communism sawstep further;a

Proudhon'sliberated under the guidance of the state,labor
anarchy saw labor liberated only by its own power.

Encyclopaedia Britannica, 1910-11.1 "Anarchism,"
2

"wisdom" of our ancestors;



Through the and 40's, communistic organizations1830's
attempted to emerge in Paris and London. Suppressed in Paris
through the decades reactionnext two to Frenchas a a

workers' uprising. it wasn’t until 18 64 that the

International Working Men's Association was founded in London

by a group of British and French socialists. With Karl Marx
helm,the the Association advocated state ownership ofat

land. Michaelin Bakunin,But 1869 , Russian anarchist,a

joined the Association. Their ideological differences were
exacerbated by the andFranco-German War, racial tensions

the Internat ionalinto Association.crept Bakunin was
taking the loyaltiesexpelled in 1872 from the Association,

of the collectivist anarchists with him.
Bakunin added an element to anarchism that had not been

totalthe destructionbefore: of the existingpresent
officer-turned-revolutionary whoRussiansociety. hadA

toward the Poles and thethe Tsarwitnessed the cruelty of

that society could notdetermined beBakunin wasserfs,

Revolution was the only evolutionreconstructed. recourse;

In his founding the Internationalwould accomplish nothing.
Democratic Alliance he professed his belief in theSocial

inheritance, and classes.abolition of religion, marriage, to
and economic equalitysocial,be replaced by the political,

male and female. The land. the instrumentsof the individual,
of production, and all other capital, were only to be used by

their agricultural industrialandwithinthe workers

The only justified political action thatwascommunities.
3



aimed the triumph ofat labor over capital. Patriotism and
nationalism were repudiated.2beto Although it ofwas one
his disciples who advocated terrorism and wholesale violence,
Bakunin did put forth the view of propaganda by action.
Bakunin was one of the two anarchists Emma Goldman counted as
her "spiritual fathers", and her references "attentat,"to

violence,acts certainly ideologicalare

outgrowths of Bakunin's philosophy.

primary than BakuninMore in Goldman's life Peterwas

Kropotkin. Not only she heavily Influenced by hiswas
theiranarchist theory, status contemporaries addedas an

immense quality her life, and herto association with
Kropotkin in 1920-21 while they both in Soviet Russiawere

inspirational and gratifying for her. Born of noblewas a
Russian family Kropotkin rejected the advantagedin 1842 ,

and served in Siberia. There he becamelife convinced that
anarchistic communism was the only significant way to help
the Russian people. Kropotkin rejected the individualistic

and the predecessorProudhon, anarchisticanarchism of to
anarchism of thethe collectivist Internationalcommunism,

like Bakunin he saw that theAssociation, butWorking Mens'
to be destroyed by popular revolution beforeneededstate

take root. After a number ofcommunism couldanarchistic
settled in England inhebouts with advocacy-imprisonment,

where he flourished as a writer of anarchistthe mid-1880's,

Encyclopaedia of Religion andAnarchism,"

4

2 "Anarchy, 
Ethics, 1917.



ideals.

Anarchism in America,found advanced by thetoo,was

inStore Cincinnat i based labor being exchanged foron
produce, Proudhon's.idea of creditTo Warren1s is thean

the world.3first anarchist magazine in The post-Civil War­
period has been called theto-World War 1

American Anarchism, and Benjamin E. Tucker is cited theas
anarchist.4foremost individualist the anarchist theoryBut

derived almost solely from the Europeanof GoldmanEmma is

with the exception of the writings of greatintellectuals,
American authors such as Thoreau and Whitman, in whose works
Goldman found pro-anarchist sentiments. Although Goldman did

become acquainted with the works of Bakunin or Kropotkinnot
the United States, inher emigration to ituntil after was
she experienced first-handteenhood thather Russ ian
labor and anti-Tsarism whichfamiliarity with the

they espoused.

3 "Anarchism," Encyclopedia of the Social Sciences, 1949.

4 "Anarchists," Dictionary of American History, 1976.

5

likes of Josiah Warren, who in 1827 had established an Equity

era of Classical

causes of



SECTION ONE: THE WORLD FROM WHICH GOLDMAN EMERGED
CHAPTER TWO:

Although Emma Goldman would her birthdaycount as
November the day of the execution of the Haymarket11, 1887,
Riot victims. she was born June 27, 1869 to Abraham and Taube
Goldman thein Russian province of in what isKovno, now
Lithuania. Unstable f inances forced her family to move a
number of times within the Jewish ghettos of the Pale, as her
father struggled to make a living with different enterprises.

Goldman, the of experience priorFor 16 hertoyears
emigration undoubtedly weighed heavily in her Jewish and

During her childhood in the Baltic townpolitical identity.
province ofthe Russian-German Kurland,o f Popelan, in

The of anti­actsGoldman 1s parents ran

Semitism which dotted her Russian childhood were evident to
She witnessed the constant harassment ofher at an early age.

father by Christians for beingher
the middleman,Abraham,Jew. as

He endured this frustration, onlypeasants and the officials.
to be defeated in

families becauseSemitism;
herthe wealthy had bribed officials to overlook their sons;

recognized in the community as beingf act,inmother, was

(New York:

6

EARLY BACKGROUND AND CULTURAL INFLUENCES 
IN RUSSIA

1 Goldman, 
Thomas Y. Crowell Company,

My Disillusionment in Russia 
1970), p. xiii.

a re-election for his position because he

she saw soldiers taken from poor

a petty official
was scapegoated by both the

was a Jew.1 Emma saw more than just the injustices of anti-

and a

a government inn.



particularly eloquent in convincing officials not to draft
She saw women and children beaten, and peasants

whipped. She saw female servants "used" by regiment officers
and o f "respectableconsidered standing." Onemen
biographical sketch, written by a lifelong friend, included
Emma 1s recollection thethat often refuge
for these women who had been driven out of their work homes.
Emma would take coins from her parents' drawer and give them
to these unfortunate women.3

Emma hated her childhood, and her relationship with her
parents was marked with fighting. As an adult she was able to

the socio-economic noose within which her parents lived.see
frustration of their lives.and the

able to understand and to appreciate her parents.was come
Emma's experiences werea child,But as

the world and frustration at beingfather's atanger an
Emma's older sisters Lena and Helenaunsuccessful provider.

the widowed Taube had marrieddifferent father;ofwere a
Abraham— an arranged marriage— and together they had Emma,

and Yegor.4 Abraham's violence made homeHerman, life

J

(New York:

7

I

r
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Jewish boys.2

2 Candace Falk, Love, Anarchy, and Emma Goldman (New 
Brunswick: Rutgers University Press, 1990), p.ll.

3 Emma Goldman, Anarchism and Other Essays 
Kennikat Press, 1910), p. 10.

4 The exact composition of Goldman's family, in 
particular her younger brothers, is rather confusing. A 
photograph of the family, taken in St. Petersburg in 1882, 
shows Abraham, Taube, Helena, Emma, Herman (born in 1873), 
and Morris (born in 1875). A son born in 1870 died in 1876— 
his name is not recorded. In Living My Life, Goldman says her

as the butt of her

Goldman home was

In her adult years she



stifling and terrifying. Taube, although "less violent," was
The affection came from Helena,

a forged bond of love that lasted throughout their lives.
At the of eight Emma live with hersent toage was

grandmother in Koenigsberg, in Eastern Prussia, to begin her
education. Her father. informing Emma that he was sending 40
rubles monthly to cover her education at a Jewish elementary

and her board,school threatened her that he should receive
bad reports behavior. Emma1s grandmother ownedno a

hairstyling parlor, run by her three daughters. These aunts,
lived withwe 11 uncle, the grandmother. Emmaas anas

life and school until her grandmotheradjusted well to left
"6"to ply the trade of smuggler.town Immediately her uncle

pulled her out of school and turned her into a chore-girl. He

her maternal Aunt Yetta who lived nearby telegraphed Emma's
father, shocked by Emma'sand get her.father Herto come

s

Gibbs(Salt Lake City:
M.

6 66.Ibid., p.
8

never warm nor affectionate.5

to 
in Nowhere at Home she mentions 

it appears that Yegor/Leibale is Morris/Moishe. 
at a time when he was

on her

parents emigrated from Russia to Rochester, with her brothers 
Herman and Yegor, (pg. 20). She mentions a brother Leibale 
born two years after Herman, when she is six: Leibale would 
be Morris (pg. 58). In Nowhere at Home, Goldman mentions a 
visit from her brother Moishe, who I assume is Morris. She 
seems to indicate that Moe is a doctor. In Living My Life 
Yegor pursues medicine. My guess is that Yegor, sometime 
after his immigration to the United States, pursues medicine 
and Americanizes his name to Morris. In Living My Life 
Goldman mentions only Yegor; 
only Morris;
The photograph identifies a Morris 
still called Yegor.

was exploitive and abusive, a condition which continued until

5 Emma Goldman, Living My Life 
Smith, Inc., 1982), p. 11.



her clothesthreadbare shoes,and herappearance— worn
physical condition— hugged her and kissed her, an act which

Upon the grandmother's return the abusive uncle and his wife
evicted from the apartment. Abraham Goldman had beenwere

sending 40 rubles regularly and in return the uncle had been
sending positive regardingreport s Emma 1sprogress

"education."

The family moved to Koenigsberg,Goldman where they
stayed until thirteen. She spent four atyears a

elementary school, whereJewish French,German, and music
were all part of her studies. Her interest in formal learning

religious Instructor who refusedwas nipped by her to give
recommendation forher needed into thethe entrance

was disciplinary; Emma hatedGymnasium. theHer

With the Goldman familythe classroom.authoritarianism of
rendered impoverished in Popelan, the rabbi of Koenigsberg, a

had agreed to allow Emma and Hermandistant relative, to
heschooling with the stipulation that receivecontinue

favorableNeedless tomonthly behavioral reports. say.
monthly reports were all but impossible for Emma. Bad reports

beatings from her father.always accompanied by severewere
whip and a stool. and often EmmaPunishment would include a

would be forced to stand in the corner or walk back and forth
a beating the inevitableglass of water in her hand,with a

7 68.Ibid., P-
9

"problem"

Goldman later recalled had not happened since she was four.?

Emma was



!

Emma's family, which as an adult she would always refer
"her people,"to lived life, but rarely spokeas

about religion. They would go Shabbatto andsynagogue on

holidays, Emma would recalland Sukkot the only time ofas
the she liked her father, because he would drinkyear a
little wine and become and affectionate with hiswarm

"theology" came from the German nurse and the
Russian peasant servants who a part of their Popelanwere

It was from these gentiles that Emma heard about heavenlife.
sin and punishment, God and the devil.and hell, laterIn

years Goldman was quick to reject the Jewish religion, but a
Jewish identity was always a part of her life.

formative events of Goldman1sthe earlyof mostSome
life happened after the family moved from Koenigsberg to St.

in late 1881, when Emma wasthe Russian capital,Petersburg,
included being smuggled across the border,"move"twelve. The

includedbribed, thealthough guards wereand maneuver
forging through a frozen stream in mid-winter at night. The
effect of this was a weakening of the spine and the damaging

from which she suffered for many years.internal organs,of
but within a few monthsPetersburg,Emma began school in St.

Abraham Goldman hadimperative for her to find work.it was

cousin's dry goodsPetersburg to manage hismoved St.to

8 60.

;• 9 59.Ibid., p.

10

•!

■
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outcome of a spilled drop.8

children.9 But

Ibid., p.

a Jewish



but by the time Emma had arrived with her mother andstore,
siblings, the business had failed. Taube's brothers advanced
Abraham which he300-ruble loan, invested ina a grocery

But the project moved slowly, and Emma began knittingstore.
shawls Eventually a cousinhome. offered her workat in a
glove factory. Awake at 5 to be at the distant factorya.m.
by o f workers. The7 Emma 600 dark,was onea.m.,
unventilated rooms were lit by oil lamp; there was no natural
lighting that permeated the factory. Although the conditions

unattractive, Goldman later recalled that the workerswere
were given adequate time for lunch, and two tea breaks during

Workers were not driven nor harrassed,the day. and talking,
was permitted. This she held in contrast to hereven singing,

factory experiences in the United in whichlater States,
pressured for output and communication betweenworkers were

workers was forbidden.
first work experiences, Petersburgfrom her St.Aside

when the family wasnew politics. In 1881,exposed Emma to
Alexander had beenliving in Koenigsberg, Tsar IIstill

assassinated by a group of Nihilists. Among the group charged
maternal uncle, Taube's brotherEmma * sdeath waswith his

Yegor. Taube went immediately to St. Petersburg and bribed an
whoseGovernor-General of that city,audience with the son

had been a college acquaintance of Yegor's. Convincing him of
naivete, released and placedYegor wasYegor's youth and

10 15.Ibid., P-

11

1



under surveillance, he denouncewith the promise that any
affiliation with the Nihilists. Taube had paintedTo Emma,

singing the praises of the deceasedogres,
had been goodTsar who the He had givento Jews.as one

freedom to the Jews and stopped the pogroms. Furthermore he
been planning to the peasantshad free whenset he was

murdered.11 Petersburg,In St. Emma two-sided
picture than Taube had painted.

andand heard the Nihiliststhe air , andEmma thesaw

ideas libertarianismPopulists, and their o f and

the Russian intellectualsegalitarianism. These were

they were being executedstruggling against the Autocracy;
and they were being exiled to Siberia.for the Tsar's murder,

similarpolitical novels and works, mostthe forbidden

is beto Done?,

Through herpolitical organizer and cooperative worker.a

heroine had been the apocryphal figureEmma 1schildhood,

had saved the Jews from defeat at the hands ofwhoJudith,
She had identified with Judith, and intheir Greek attackers.

the injusticeslashing out atimagination saw herselfher

!
11 27.Ibid., P-I

12I
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Emma's response to the political turbulence was to read

She was drawn to Chernishevsky's character of Vera Pavlovna,

notably the Nihilist Chernishevsky's What

the Nihilists as

Revolution was literally in

Turgeniev's Fathers and Sons, and Gontcharov's The Precipice.

saw a more



12perpetrated against the enemies of the Jewish people. Now,
Judith replaced with her heroine.Vera Morewas as new
importantly, from real-life,her heroines sheas
followed the lives of Vera Zasulich, who had shot the police
chief of and Sophia Perovskaya,Petersburg,St .
martyred for conspiring against the Tsar. She wholeheartedly
sided with all of those executed or exiled.

Emma's view of the world had grown larger than the Jewish
ghettos in which she had lived. Although her family lived in

her mind had begun toPetersburg,Jewish ghetto ofthe St.
the larger injustices.the larger world, Russia wasembrace

the Autocracy was oppressingjust persecuting the Jews;not
family lifeworld focus madeRuss Ians.all Her more

When Abraham Goldman tried tothanunbearable marryever.
she protested that her goal was to studyEmma off at fifteen,

and travel.
"Girls do not have to learn much! Allcrying,the fireplace,

to prepare gefilteto know is howJewish daughter needsa

plenty oftheand givef ine ,noodlesf ish, mancut

children."!3 Emma knew it was time to leave. sheWith Helena,
join their eldest sister Lenato America, toplotted to go

the ageNew York. In 1885, atand her husband in Rochester,
Emma having received 25 rublesEmma and Helena left,of 16,

13 12.
13

i
!

■

■

In a rage he threw her French grammar book into

who was

12 "The Emma Goldman Exhibit," compiled by the Emma 
Goldman Papers Project, University of California, Berkeley. 
Above information taken from text of exhibit, as viewed in 
Akron, Ohio, June 23, 1990.

now came

Go1dman, Living My Life, p.



I

frommuchfrom her father. Their journey was escapeanas

their restrictive home life as it was a desire to start a new
life in the United States.

!
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SECTION ONE: THE WORLD FROM WHICH GOLDMAN EMERGED
CHAPTER THREE:

The flux of emotions that Emma Goldman experienced on
her arrival in the United States must have been similar to

ofthat the multitude of Immigrants that arriving.were
Standing on the deck of the boat, she, like the others, was
enraptured by the sight of the Statue of Liberty, the symbol
of hope, freedom, and asylum. The hopefulness and longing to
find America starkly contrasted with whatgenerous wasa
Goldman later described as appalling scenes at Castle Garden:
the shouting and pushing of antagonistic guards; hysterical,

confused immigrants; the lack of accomodations for theangry,
children.1for the The life they imagined theypregnant,

Lena had workednon-existent:in Rochester waswould find
husband was thechild expected, herwithhard, and anow,

earning $12 per week tinsmith.sole family support, as a
foundboth Helena and EmmabeDetermined not to

and MayerJewish-owned Garsontheatemp1oyment, Emma

factory, sewing ulsters for ten and one-half hours a day, for
and$2.50 per week. Although the work room was bright, clean, i

to her Russian factory experience, Emmaairy in contrast

found the work and the continuous grind more oppressive. as
and little timeinteraction between workers was prohibited,

given for the personal needs of the worker, particularlywas

1 11.
15

1

i

MIGRATION, RADICALISM AND THE HAYMARKET AFFAIR

Goldman, Living My Life, p.

a burden,



meals. After months work,of Emma decided to apply to Mr.
Garson for raise. refused,Garson the grounds that hea on

2would have to give of the girls raises.the rest Goldman,
struck by the lavishness of Garson's office— his cigar, the
vase full of American beauty roses, quit. She soon found work
at Rubinstein’s factory, where her wages were $4 per week.

than employment, she alsoMore found co-worker Jacob
Rubinstein’s,Kershner who had emigratedat from Odessa in

Through a courtship, found they shared mutual1881 . Emma

interests: reading, and dancing. He wanted to shemarry;
finally agreed to an engagement. When in the fall of 1886,

parents and brothers immigrated Rochester,Emma 1s to (they
had been impoverished from the bribe money Abraham had to pay

grocery open), Jacob movedkeep his into the newlyt o
established family home. his rent money helping them to meet

In February 1887 Jacob and Emma were marriedtheir expenses.

Immediately life changed. In addition to theby rabbi.a

all former mutual interestsJacob’s impotence,discovery of
melted away. Kershner would spend his income gambling in card

she had insisted divorce.ofendBy the 1887 on agames.

rabbi who married thembut theKershner fought against it,
She left Rochester,divorce.theeventually granted Emma

acquainted withshe becamewhereHaven,settling in New
interested herlifeThisand anarchists.socialists new

financially succeed hercould not own.she ongreatly, but

2 17.Ibid., p.
16
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She returned to Rochester, and was immediately prevailed upon
by Kershner to remarry him, With no
high hopes,
took dressmaking lessons, knowing a skill would increase her
ability to support herself. She and Kershner fought; he was
unwilling to change, could not live with him. She

family rebuked her.left him. Her
Only Helena,their home who had disliked Kershner
stood by her.the beginning,from

Emma was pained at leaving Helena,Rochester ostracized her.
little daughter Stella, whom she adored.and Lena's But life

in Rochester and life with Kershner were unbearable.
Through 1886 and 1887 Emma found the daily news

suitable distraction from the disappointment of her work life
She became mesmerized themarried lif e . byand her

Haymarket Affair. strikingproceedings of the In 1886,
laborers throughout the country demanded the 8-hour workday.
In Chicago, a meeting of McCormick Harvester Company strikers

disrupted by a police attack. Many were beaten, both menwas
several were killed. A protest meeting wasand

The gatheringat Haymarket Square.1886,for May 4,called
Harrison, whosaid Chicago Mayor Carterorderly; sowas

light rain beganthe Mayor had left. toAfter aattended.
The police ordered thescattering many of the workers.fall,

rest of the group to disperse, to which the gathering replied
orderly assembly. The police began to club

a bomb exploded,and asin the crowd,those
17

that they were an

was a

a riot ensued,

lest he commit suicide.

and women,

she remarried him. For three months she secretly

and she

The Jewish community of

and her parents closed
to her.



ki1ling number of policemen and wounding others. Thea
speakers, well all prominent local anarchists,as as were
arrested. Chicago began a virtual campaign of terror, led by
the police, the press, and the major employers.

The and trial of the eight Chicago anarchistsarrest
filled Goldman 1s life , she heard in their words ideasas
similar to the Russian Populists. The trial was condemned as

it was goingsham the District Attorney hada even as on;
declared that "anarchy was on trial," and the judge had even

bench.3denounced prisoners from thethe Witnesses were

bribed. Five anarchiststerrorized and condemned towere

death by hanging: Albert August Spies,Parsons, Adolph
and Louis Lingg (the last of whomGeorge Engel,Fischer,

Life imprisonmentsuicide thecomm itted was
Fielden and Michael Schwab. The eighthSamuelforsentence

in prison.sentenced 15Neebe, to Todefendant, yearswas
she had taken to attendingmore closely,follow the case

in Rochester,German socialist havingmeetings of groupa

obvious bias of the Rochesterthebecome disgusted with

Goldman was exposed toThrough the German socialists,press.
German anarchist paper edited by JohanntheFreiheit,Die

sending away for all theavid reader,becameSheMost. an

anarchism she could obtain. On November 11,literature on
Spies, Engel, and Fischer were1887,

for Emma culminated

3 31.Ibid., p.
18

"Black Friday," Parsons,
hanged. Months of absorption in the case
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recalled:

iEmma Goldman was becoming an anarchist. In Rochester and
lead by her perceptioni n she had beenNew Haven, of

political events to seek out the socialists, the anarchists.
liberal fourthe insights of the For shepress. years
she had begun in St. Petersburg: the
listening, of absorbing allprocess of reading, she could

about different ideological approaches to the injustices she

the ofRochester.leave In 1889 , at 20,she had to age
for New York City, with her sewing machineoff

and $5 in her purse.

!

i

4 10.
19

i

|

1

I

I

"The next morning I woke as from a long illness, but 
free from the numbness and depression of those harrowing 
weeks of waiting, ending with the final shock. I had a 
distinct sensation that something new and wonderful had been 
born in my soul. [I was filled with] A great ideal, a burning 
faith, a determination to dedicate myself to the memory of my 
martyred comrades, to make their cause my own, to make known 
to the world their beautiful lives and heroic deaths."4

Ibid., p.

saw about her. For personal reasons, for ideological reasons,

in their deaths, what she saw as their martyrdom. As Goldman

continued the process

Goldman set



SECTION TWO:

CHAPTER FOUR: LIVING AN IDEOLOGY

It Emma Goldman's first day in New York Citywas on
that she met Alexander Berkman, the comrade who would be her
lifelong soul-mate. Upon her arrival she called on family,
but she knew that they did not offer the life for which she
was looking. She sought out Dr. A.
anarchist she had heard lecture in New Haven. Solotaroff knew
of Russian Jewish girls she couldtwo room with: andAnna
Helen Minkin. They could be found at Sachs’s Cafe on Suffolk

the hangoutStreet , of the Side JewishEast radicals,

socialists, and anarchists; the Yiddish poets and writers.
Yiddish and Russian were in the air. It was at Sachs's that

Ifirst day that Goldman met Berkman; she was attracted by his
and unwavering commitment to fight injustice andintensity,

The friendship grew; Butexploitation.

the emotional relationship was difficult for Goldman, for it
whom she called Sasha, that his loveclear from Berkman,was

his disciplinedwould always be subjected tofor her
his highest commitment.the movementprioritization: was

Berkman, Helen Minkin and ModestWithin a short time Goldman,
moved into four-roomartist,Jewish aStein,(Fedya) a

her"commune,"itapartment. Although Goldman never terms a

20
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1887-1919: THE LIFE AND WORK 
OF AN AMERICAN ANARCHIST

a romance developed.

Solotaroff, a young Jewish



biographers do,l for Goldman states that they were committed
to living as comrades, sharing all expenses and pooling their

The relationship begun with Stein continued
throughout their lives; not only did they live communally for

few years, with Goldman and Stein becoming lovers ata one
point, but the friendship forged in the early 1890's lasted
into the 1930's although Stein was never the radical that his
two comrades hoped he might be.

the time Goldman and11 at Berkmanwas same were
solidifying their relationship that they became close with

Johann spellbinding lecturer and editortheMost, of the
anarchist Freiheit, the most noted anarchistGerman of his

day . Through his personal library Goldman in hergrew
through his lectures shepolitical ideology; in hergrew

as he filled her head
with his dogmatic views on social order. the use of violence

this order (he had written a pamphlet on how toachieveto
evils of capitalism. alsoand thea bomb), Heconstruct

fine food and drink. Andtheatre,exposed Goldman to opera,
Most who encouraged her to become for theit was

in this move that MostIt wasmovement.
Six months after her arrival in New York, GoldmanGoldman.

andset out on her first lecture tour:

2
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1 For example, Alix Kates Shulman, ed., Red Emma Speaks: 
Selected Writings & Speeches by Emma Goldman (New York: 
Vintage Books, 1972), p. 8.

wages.

"lost" his hold over
an orator

fervor. He became her idol, her mentor,

to Rochester, Buffalo,

Goldman, Living My Life, p.
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Cleveland. The questions she herreceived audiencefrom
convinced her that could not simply spout forth Most’sshe
ideology; she needed to think critically, and to be her own

against his own wishes, had set Goldman on the
path of individual thinking. The relationship continued. but
eventually Goldman found herself more

the London-publishedcomfortable with Autonomie and the
American Autonomie followers, for this movement stressed more

freedom and group independence. Her ideologicalindividual
move cooled Most’s romantic affection for Goldman; he berates

the ’’arrogant Russian Jew.”her for her love of Berkman, I*
i

too,
Goldman and Berkman became activeWithin a short time,

Russian Yiddish beforespeaking in German,lecturers, or
Iimmigrant anarchist groups. Their circle widely increased, as

they met and spent time with Russian radicals such as Michael
Cohn, M.

David Edelstadt4, Hourwich, and JosephYiddish poet Isaac
It was Barondess who involved Goldman in her firstBarondess.

organize theworking with Annie Netter tolabor activity:

Barondess hadinStrike 1889.Cloakmaker 1stheforwomen
and socialistsJewish anarchists topulled together the

The strike succeeded throughsupport the Yiddish unions. a
and(although Barondesscompromise,

3 73.Ibid., p.
21.P-
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4 Goldman, Anarchism and Other Essays,

thinker. Most,

was sentenced to jail).

am a Russian Jew, Goldman had to remind Most.3

Katz, Michael Zametkin, Louis Miller, Abraham Cahan,



the experience for Goldman of organizing labor was a valuable
part of her education. Her work for the next years included
speaking to immigrant labor unions, and her push to involve
the anarchist Russian,German, and Jewish organizations in
the first International Worker's Day rally on May 1, 1891
gave her widespread visibility as she led the anarchists from
the back of a wagon, waving a red flag.5

political situationIn May 1892 that alloweda arose
Goldman and Berkman to test the extent of their commitment to
anarchy, and their commitment to each other. The setting was
Homestead, Pennsylvania. The Carnegie Steel Company, owned
by Andrew Carnegie, was being run by Henry Clay Frick, the

Frick hated labor; he privately ownedchairman of the board.

Iron and Steel Workers,Amalgamated Association of who were
insisting upon wage increases which would reflect the higher

Frick refused to acknowledge the union; themarket prices.
workers were fired and those wishing employment would have to

thistermed lockout. HisFrickre-apply individually. a

the thatextentactions were

str ikers; thethewithsympathynational evenwas

The situation was reachingconservative press harangued him.
Frick was forcibly evacuating the striker'sa boiling point:

the infirm— from their hovel homes.families— the children,
Goldman and Berkman were sickened as they read the news. They

!
5 9.
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non-unionized coke ovens. He was determined to disempower the

Ibid., p.

severe and non-negotiable to



the steel workers, forto this
the time to begin uniting American workers towas renounce

capitalism and destroy the wage system; this was the time to
towards revolution and anarchism.social They believedmove

that the Homestead strike was the polarizing event that would
action.6the to Therouse aboutmasses to

■

could bebegin. Before the manifesto Frick tooksent, the
next step. A barge full of strike-breakers and Pinkertons was
brought up the Monongahela River in the middle of the night.

strikers gathered on the shores, determined to repel theThe
opened fire,Pinkertons shootingstrike-breakers. The

the shoreline. Twelve died, including aindiscriminately at
7and hundreds were injured.little boy, Goldman later wrote

that:
the psychological moment

and Goldman and SteinoutBerkman set
immediately agreed to go with him to Homestead. He disagreed. I

to blow up Frick but not himself.His plan was >

Selected Writings & Speeches

7 Ibid.,
8 87.Goldman, Living My Life, P-

24

(a
the whole

5

I

;l

■

i=

I

6 Goldman, Red Emma Speaks: 
by Emma Goldman, p. 9•
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"...it was the psychological moment for an Attentat 
politically-inspired violent act of propaganda);
country was aroused, everybody was considering Frick the 
perpetrator of a cold-blooded murder. A blow aimed at Frick 
would re-echo in the poorest hovel, would call the attention 
of the whole world to the real cause behind the Homestead 
struggle. It would also strike terror in the enemy's ranks 
and make them realize that the proletariat of America had its 
avengers." 8

revolution was

It was only

p. 9.

planned to send a manifesto

to build a bomb,



through his trialarrest and that they would be able to
spread their Goldman mostmessage. was necessary as an

herorator; role was interpret the Homestead events fromto
anarchist 1s the public to understand.view for Goldmanan

reluctantly agreed that she would not accompany Berkman. When
plans for the homemade bomb were unsuccessful, the comrades
agreed that Berkman should buy a gun. The $20 to purchase the
gun was raised in part through Goldman's solicitation of her

although Helenasister Helena, knew why Emma hadnever
requested the funds.

Berkman would write,"Human life is indeed sacredLater
but the killing of a tyrant,and inviolate,

People, is in no way to be considered the taking of a life."9
1892; although

him three and stabbed him in the leg withtimeshe shot a
in time directFrick recovered quickly, thetodagger,

National Guard to squelch the strikers once and for all.
what theBerkman 1s act not tworeaction toThe was

thatWhatanarchists had expected.
the Unitednot Europe. Inin the United States,they were

precedent for such an act; the act wasthere wasStates, no
His act confused the issuesincomprehensible to the masses.

strike for the general population. reawakening theof the
had been quieted after the 1886anarchism thatoffears

Haymarket Affair. Berkman was seen as a lunatic, and even the

Selected Writings & Speeches

25

i

!

!

|
*;

9 Goldman, Red Emma Speaks: 
by Emma Goldman, p. 10.

an enemy of the

Berkman did not take Frick's life on July 23,

they had discounted was



strikers repudiated his Closer theirto circle,own
his act was looked upon with mixed reaction. Johann Most, who
had published the pamphlet bomb-making and had longon
advocated political violence, chastised both Berkman and the
attentat, stating that the proletariat was not ready for such
an act of violence.
had no real intention of killing Frick; he even claimed that
the gun was a toy. Goldman, full of fury at Most, appeared at

of his public lectures, seated in the front Sheone row.

demanded produce proof of his accusations againstMost
Berkman. When Most called her a "hysterical woman," she leapt
forward, pulled forth a bullwhip from under her andcape,
proceeded to horsewhip Most in front of the audience.il

support found in Most’s anarchistlack ofThe circle—

the Jewish Sidewh i ch included of East anarchistmany

groups— was offset by the full support Goldman found in the
closest Jewish anarchistand with theirAutonomie group

placed on Murderer's theWhen Berkman wascomrades.
Western Pennsylvania Penitentiary, Joseph Barondess was among

crime carried maximumBerkman * sto offer help.the first a
Without even being given notice of hissentence.seven-year

Berkman was suddenly hauled into court, chargedtrial date,
the life of(Including an attemptindictments onwith six

Russian interpreter whoand givenFrick’s assistant), a

10 11.Ibid., P-
11 105.
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act. 10

He went so far as to claim that Berkman

Row at

Go1dman, Living My Life, p.

audience.il


interpreted incorrectly. Berkman, who had decided to be his

counsel, chancegiven no to speak. foundown was

guilty after the District Attorney leaned into the juror 1s
box and held low conversation with the jurors. The jurorsa

guilty verdict without leaving the juror's box.gave a ever
Berkman was sentenced to an unbelievable 21-year prison term.
with additional to be served in the workhouse, foran year
carrying a concealed weapon. Two groups came forward to work

of Berkman'sfor the commutation thesentence;

Side Jewish radicals.radicals and the East Barondess,

Hourwich, Solotaroff,Miller, Cohn,Zametkin, Netter, and

Sergey Shevitch, editor of the German daily Volkszeitunq, all

be swayed. Commutation for Berkman did come, but years later.
Berkman served 14 years in the Penitentiary, and was released

1906 at 35 years of age.May 18,
felt guiltyGoldman thathisThroughout sentence,

enduring a hellish prison experience, when bothBerkman was
in the legal view,If notthem had schemed the attentat.of

The World,in the public's view she was his accomplice; a New
in a July 28 article of havingaccused herYork newspaper,

13masterminded the assassination. stillWhile the
lodging inGoldman found it difficult to secureeven"hot,"

from comrades'herevictwouldlandlordsYork ;New

12 110.Ibid., P-
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13 article as exhibited in the "Emma Goldman Exhibit," 
Emma Go1dman Papers Project.

Berkman’s behalf.12 The legal system was not to

and was

news was

spoke out on
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apartments, and there were nights that Goldman slept on park
benches. strange way she took this hardship positively.
Why should Sasha suffer and not her? Her correspondence with
him the his strongest link with the outsideover years was
world. and her letters kept him sane in a prison system that

bent physically and psychologically destroying hiswas on
will.

years of Berkman's imprisonment,In the 14

ofnumber perpetrated internationallyacts
by anarchists. In 1893 Vaillant threw a bomb into the French

Emile Henry, inChamber of Deputies. caused a bomb1894 , to
Shortly thereafter a bomb explodedexplode in a Paris Cafe.

Barcelona— six executedin for thetheatrein a

French Presidentcrime. CarnotThat same year was

Santo Caserio.assassinated in Lyons by an Italian, The Prime

del Castillo, murdered byof Spain,Minister Canovas was

In 1898 Empress Elizabeth of Austria wasAngiolillo in 1897.
assassinated.
of Wales while visiting Belgium in 1900 by Sipido, but Sipido

acquittal bringing strongacquitted, hislaterwas

Italian King Humbertinternational condemnation to Belgium.
American President Williamin 1900,assassinatedwas

An unsuccessful attempt1901.September 6, wasMcKinley on

made on the King and Queen of Spain on their wedding day in
In each of these cases the public associated the crime1906.

and the decade clearly imprinted in mostanarchism,with
Bymind that anarchy was equivalent to violence.people's

28
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as was

An attempt was made on the life of the prince

of attentat were

men were



1894 the United States Congress had passed bill to keepa
foreign anarchists out of the country, and to deport any
foreign anarchists found in the United States.1*

The "anarchy and violence" issue in the United States
to crescendo unlike since the Haymarket Affaircame a any

with the assassination of President McKinley at the Pan­

Amer lean Exposition in Buffalo. His attacker Leonwas
Czolgosz. Goldman had met the young man four months prior to
the attack. She had been lecturing in Cleveland and Czolgosz,
introducing himself as
anarchism. He had asked her to recommend reading; he had been

socialists, butact 1ve with the interested inwas now

later,She complied. Sometime Czolgosz cameanarchism. to

but he arrived just Goldman wasvisit in Chicago,her as

leaving to vacation in Rochester with her family. She spoke
andtrain,the recommended hebriefly to him toenroute

Within short time her closecomrades.localhercontact a
the Mennonite editor of the anarchist Freecomrade Abe Isaak,

had printed a warning notice that thein Chicago,Society
he asked tooCleveland anarchists thought Nieman was a spy;

many questions. Goldman wrote to Isaak demanding proof. Isaak
had himselfhe madebuttherereplied that none,was

untrustworthy by constantly talking about acts of violence.
of the affair through the summer ofGoldman thought no more

andshe spent relaxing months with Lena and Helena,1901, as
r:

Encyclopaedia Brittanica 1910-11.14 "Anarchism"
29
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"Nieman," had attended the lecture on
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their children Stella, allHarry and David, of whomSaxe,
Emma.15adored their "Tante" taken completely by

surprise the day she read the headline that Czolgosz had
assassinated McKinley, and that Emma Goldman was being sought

having incited the assassin. sheas
photo of the assassin that she recognized him beingas
Nieman. found in his coat

Goldman was arrested in Chicago and underwent five days
of harassment and abuse,

wasn't untilconfession from her. the ChiefIt of Police
decided that conditions changed.innocent

jail but treated well by the Chief and the guards.held in
admitted that,who all

the Republican President, but only Goldmanthe offate was
the assassin.willing to defend

month in jail, the Buffalo authorities failing to connect her
with the crime in any way.

returned to RochesterGoldman
family. Her friends and family had been heavily attacked by

police and the community during her imprisonment. Herthe i-
father had lost many of the customers at his furniture store,

15 291.
16 "Emma Goldman Exhibit," Emma Goldman Papers Project.
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"The Assassination of McKinley,"

________ September 1931, as reprinted in
Speaks: Selected Writings & Speeches by Emma Goldman p.

pocket.16

1? Go1dman, 
American Mercury,

as the police attempted to extort a

A copy of one of her speeches was

none were sorry about

She was

Goldman was freed after a

Goldman, Living My Life, p.

saw a

she was

She was

It wasn't until

as Democrats,

to recuperate with her
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and had been "excommunicated from the
Nonetheless, they all staunchly defended Emma. She later

wro t e, "The imminent danger hadI faced, which still

threatened had served to establishme, my

family and me stronger than we had ever felt before."19
Once McKinley died, it was apparent that Czolgosz would

be sentenced to death. But Goldman was absorbed with finding
justice, or at least some comfort, for the man. The anarchist

! community had not adopted Czolgosz as one of their own. They
had really known him, and hisnot act notwas seen as
representative of their views. GoldmanBut withinsaw
Czolgosz sensitive soul. Although she unable toa was
communicate with him, she imagined that he had assassinated
McKinley for the political that she held againststance

his constant siding with management againstMcKinley: labor
by sending troops to strike areas; his imperialism toward the

after he had promised to set it free during thePhilippines,
wrote sympathetically aboutShe

!connecting him with othersCzolgosz in the anarchist press,
committed political crimes because they could notwho had

bear to see the misery and suffering of others. Czolgosz, she
for his thoseactnotcontended, aswas

responsible for the injustice and Lleaders whoworld were

18 270.
19 314.Living My Life, p.Goldman,

20 310.Ibid., P-
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Spanish-American War.20

synagogue."18

Ibid., p.

so much to blame

a bond between



lone voice;But she was a
the Freie Arbeiter Stimme,

under Shaul Yanovsky, was against Czolgosz, even though their
office had been attacked by an anti-anarchist mob.22

than two months after his attentat,Less Czolgosz was
death in the electricput chair. He had been repeatedlyto

beaten up in prison. The lawyers assigned to him began their
by announcing how sorry they werecourt tocase

defend such a depraved criminal. On the day of his execution,
the warden tried to manipulate Czolgosz to implicate Goldman.

Czolgosz replied. "It doesn* tUnder the black mask, matter
She had nothing to doEmma Goldman has said aboutwhat me.

alone. did it for thedid it I Americanwith Iact.my

Berkman's act and Czolgosz*s act were committed during a
decade of international violence. Its prevalence gave Berkman

role of violenceevaluate theGoldman toand reason
force for social change. The two were not always in agreement

to how they interpreted aspects of anarchy, and the roleas
of the attentat was one of the aspects upon which their views
diverged. Goldman addressed the role of violence in her essay

published in the New York World in 1908,I Believe","What
and "The Psychology of Political Violence" published in 1910

21 312.
22 312.
23 317.
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people."23

inhumanity.21

even the Yiddish anarchist press,

Ibid., p.
Ibid., p.

Ibid., p.

as a

to have

she comments that
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in her book Anarchism and Other Essays.
Goldman felt role interpret the actto of

attentat to the masses, to help them come to see each act not

Of the suffering, begging for relief. Although her feeling
about later changed,attentat her feeling about the

remainedattentater Regarding Czolgosz,constant.
passionately a decade after his death:

i

Goldman feltofeachI n case

side of the picture." Incompelled to present "the other
in the French Chamber ofVaillant had exploded1894

and while some were wounded, were killed. InnoneDeputies,

33
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I* The Psychology of Political Violence," 
pp.94-96.

j

24 Emma Goldman, " 
Anarchism and Other Essays,

"A free Republic! How a myth will maintain itself.... and 
of 
and 
the

yet within a little over thirty years a small band 
parasites have successfully robbed the American people, 
trampled upon the fundamental principles, laid down by 
fathers of this country, guaranteeing to every man, woman, 
and child 'life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness.' For 
thirty years they have been increasing their wealth and power 
at the expense of the vast mass of workers, thereby enlarging 
the army of the unemployed, the hungry, homeless, and 
friendless portion of humanity, who are tramping this country 
from east to west, from north to south, in a vain search for 
work... For thirty years the sturdy sons of America have been 
sacrificed on the battlefield of industrial war, and the 
daughters outraged in corrupt factory surroundings... In vain 
did a lying press repudiate Leon Czolgosz as a foreigner. The 
boy was a product of our own free American soil, that lulled 
him to sleep with 'My country 'tis of thee, Sweet land of 
liberty.'... Who knows but that he too was willing to 'fight 
for his country and die for her liberty, ' until it dawned 
upon him that those he belonged to have no country, because 
they have been robbed of all they have produced... Poor Leon 
Czolgosz, your crime consisted of too sensitive of a social 
consciousness."24

a bomb

as an act of violence but as a political act, a cry on behalf

she wrote

it was her
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his trial, Vaillant gave a moving speech that his act was to
shame the privileged class for allowing the starving and

suffering of the class. The lower class could notlower be

faulted for seeing the social inequities. They were "bent

capital."25beneath the yoke o f France • s 1e ading

intellectuals had pleaded for the commutation of Valliant's

death President refused.Carnot When Carnotsentence; was

murdered by Italian anarchist Santo Caserio, Valliant's name
carved the attentater's stiletto. Goldman excerptedwas on

Caserio's plea to the jury. He had seen children working and
starving. He had seen people dying at 30 and 40 years of age

Then he had the wealthy, and hefrom toil. seen
longer believe in God.26

Goldman addresses the case of Canovaslike manner,In a
1 Minister of Spain. When bombPrimethedel Cast i1lo, a

religious procession in 1896 , 300exploded during a
and trade unionists were thrown intosocialists,anarchists,

tortured at delThe prisoners werethe Montjuich bastille.

flesh was burned, tongues cut out,insistence:Cast11lo * s
It was for this treatment that Angiolillo shotbones crushed.

del Castillo.
masses know whytheimperative to Goldman thatIt was

Italian Immigrant who lived in New Jersey,

assassinate King Humbert. TheItaly tohad returned to

25 100.Ibid., P-
26 105.Ibid., P-
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could no



Italian peasants were starving. Facing another famine, the

wives of the peasants appealed to the King for help. They had
to the palace, and silently held their starving babiesgone

for the King to see their emaciation. The soldiers liftedup,
their guns and slaughtered the mothers and the babies. It was
for this that Bresci shot King Humbert.27

In Goldman passionately wanted to

polit ical figurehead by anarchist. The crimesan were
committed by sensitive, passionate men who could not endure

suffering and misery. They had each committedto theirsee
with the intention of being caught,attentat wi 11ingly

sacrificing their 1Ives, to give meaning to the act.own

Berkman, in their league.of Anarchists whocourse, was
commit crimes do so not because of anarchist theory, as if it
is anarchist isthat be commitstated to ofto actsan

because theyrather economicviolence, but greatsee

28inequality and political injustice.

unswervingly with theher sympathiesWh i le were

of Goldman's life her viewtheattentater, courseover

"What I Believe",She stated intoward violence did change.
thatprinted in the New York World in 1908,

at the time of the Homestead AffairYet,advocated violence.
"ends justified thetheshe did share

27 110.Ibid., P-
28 "What I Belleve," New York World 1908.Emma Goldman,
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illustrate that the world must see more than the murder of a

she had never

these cases and more,

Berkman's view that



means ; 11 this she had cultivatedthe view since thewas
assassination of Tsar Alexander II.29 It was after Homestead
that she changed her view, when she looked back at the horror
of Berkman's constructing They had been willing to
experiment with explosives in a crowded tenement, endangering

innocent lives for the sake of their Cause. It that
point Goldman began to differentiate between individual acts

and collective revolutionary violence against the ruling

class. longer support the individual Sheact.
wrote:

i[ and ]

Goldman felt. was necessary againstThe collective act.
Violence was necessary to bringcapitalism and the state.

social and political change. Goldman maintained:

Selected Writings & Essays

30 206.Ibid., P-
"What I Be1ieve," New York World 1908.31 Emma Goldman,
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"...great social changes have not and cannot take place 
some clash. After all, revolutions are nothing else 
breaking point of accumulated evolutionary forces, 

breaking point is inherent in nature and expresses 
through violent storms. Equally so are the forces 

inherent in life. Every change from the old to something new 
creates violent upheavals in our being. So too, such 
upheavals take place in the social and economic life of the

Red Emma Speaks: 
p. 205.

29 Goldman, 
of Emma Goldman,

without 
but the 
Such a 
itself

"I do not believe that these acts can, or ever have been 
intended to, bring about the social reconstruction. That can 
only be done, first, by a broad and wide education as to 
man's place in society and his proper relation to his 
fellows; and second, through example... [and] lastly, 
[through] economic protest of the masses."31

<1
i;

of violence, which she saw as "deeds of misplaced protest,"30

a bomb.

She would no

was at



world. ,l32

The collect ive sheviolence could tolerate thewas

violence, in revolution, of the masses against an oppressor.

She outspoken in distinguishing this type of collectivewas
violence from the ofviolence the she observedstate m
Lenin 1 s Bolshevik regime in Russia, during 1920-21. theIn
preface to her book My Disillusionment in Russia, she wrote:

of Bolshevikunceasing critic Russia,Go 1dman, as an
condemned the Bolshevik! for institutionalizing violence as a

a violence that she claimed farstatism,necessary part of

exceeded that necessary for the actual 1917 Revolution, and a

Tsarism. Witheasily overshadowed that ofthatviolence a

sociological eye she proclaimed:

"EG

p.xlviii-in Russia,My DisillusionmentGoldman,
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1925,
Emma

part of 
every 

I 
I 

in

33 
xlix.

aims 
are 
and 

to divest 
into the

32 Goldman, "EG to Havelock Ellis, 
Bristol," in Nowhere at Home: Letters 
Goldman and Alexander Berkman ed. 
Drinnon (New York: Schocken Books 1975) p. 69.

November 8, 
from Exile of 

Richard and Anna Maria

"There is no greater fallacy than the belief that 
and purposes are one thing, while methods and tactics 
another... All human experience teaches that methods 
means cannot be separated from the ultimate aim... 
one's methods of ethical concepts means to sink

"The argument that destruction and terror are 
revolution I do not dispute. I know that in the past 
great political and social change necessitated violence... 
have never denied that violence is inevitable, nor do 
gainsay it now. Yet it is one thing to employ violence 
combat, as a means of defense. It is quite another thing to 
make a principle of terrorism, to institutionalize it, to 
assign it the most vital place in the social struggle. Such 
terrorism begets counter-terrorism and in turn itself becomes 
counter-revolutionary."33
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ii 34depths of utter demoralization.
the heart of her criticism of the Bolshevik! was that theAt

violence was a waste. Nothing in theory had changed, Just in
The Bolshevik! had not, by revolution. brought about aname.

change in the governing of Russia, they had just exchanged
35one type of dictatorship for another.

The place and use of violence was an issue that Goldman
debated throughand Berkman series of letters theya

Berkman was working on his autobiography.exchanged in 1928.
impetus forand this served the the debate, theyas as

and Russia.recalled Homestead, Czolgosz, Berkman wrote to
differentiated between politicalGoldman that he ofacts
Czolgosz's attack on McKinley, and economicviolence,
such as his act against Frick and Carnegieacts of violence,

understood incould be the UnitedEconomic actsSteel.

Goldman respondedacts.but notStates,

attitude absurd. Both offound hisshevociferously that
demonstrations ofexceptuseless,the i r acts aswere

sensitized souls. Berkman disagreed, citing that, although he
there were times that they

the o f Russ ianfor example, actsuseful;becould

theworld to the despotism ofrevolutionists alerted the
Berkman's belittlingthatGoldman wasTsars. response

Johann Most'sheroffensive to asCzolgosz's act aswas

34 260.
35 259.Ibid., P-
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as was

now repudiated acts of terrorism,

Ibid., p.
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remained steeped in old revolutionary traditions.the far
after she had abandoned them.
to believe that "the ends justified the means" long after she
had discarded that in the lighttenet of the Bolshevik
violence they were witnessing. He had finally come to agree

with Goldman, but insisted that she had reached that

conclusion because of over-emotionality and womanishness,
exploring convincing proofs.36while he had been methodic,

This recrimination aspect of their relationship;was an
Berkman, committed to the ideals of the theory, and

the one who weighed the ideals evenly with how sheGoldman,
in the human drama. Berkman would oftenthem played outsaw

of being an armchair anarchistsoftness, andher ofaccuse
not a real revolutionist. This was deeply painful to Goldman,

intuition and herbelief that herwrestled with thewho
emotions were weaknesses in her character.

V

indeed scarred19th Century wasdecade of theThe last
and although this was a major motifwith political violence,

the decade was also one of greatthe decade for Goldman,of
Much of her growth occurred during the yeargrowth for her.

Ifwhich will be discussed below.Goldman spent in prison.
the radicalrecognizable leader ofwasn't becomingshe a

the events which put herfaction by the events at Homestead,
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Letters from Exile of Emma 
93-98.36 Go1dman, Nowhere at HomeL 

Go1dman and Alexander Berkman pp.

In Russia, he was still willing

the one

repudiating Berkman’s attentat. She comments that Berkman had
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in jail certainly catapulted her into the inner circle of
radical leaders. industrialThe crisis of had1893 left
thousands unemployed, facing the misery of starvation and
eviction with no promise a brighter future.for Goldman was
in the thick of the relief work, working in shelters, soup-
kitchens , and organizing meetings.
held at under Goldman's guidance.Union Square, In front of

thousands of bitter, unemployed workers, Goldmanangry,
concluded the program with these impromptu words:

fromsee
H

demand
take bread.

in Philadelphia.the next day,arrestedGoldman was
New York. Chief ofextradited tosheAfter a delay, was

Police Byrnes had sent a Detective Jacobs to escort Goldman.
revealedJacobs toNew York,returning totraintheOn

and that he hated to"yehude" see
and even earnShe could go free, some money,her go to jail.

thereport to Byrnes regularly ontoshe would agreeif
Byrnes was furious atactivities of the East Side radicals.

37 122-123.Goldman, Living My Life, pp.
40 i»
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A mass demonstration was

Goldman that he too was a

"Do you not see the stupidity of asking relief 
Albany with immense wealth within a stone's throw from here? 
Fifth Avenue is laid in gold, every mansion is a citadel of 
money and power. Yet there you stand, a giant, starved and 
fettered, shorn of his strength. Cardinal Manning long ago 
proclaimed that 'necessity knows no law' and that 'the 
starving man has a right to a share of his neighbor's 
bread' . . . Your neighbors, they have not only stolen your 
bread, but they are sapping your blood. They will go on 
robbing you, your children, and your children's children 
unless you wake up, unless you become daring enough to demand 
your rights. Well then, demonstrate before the palaces of the 
rich; demand work. If they do not give you work, 
bread. If they deny you both, take bread. It is your sacred 
right!"37



the State produced Detective
Jacobs who read from notes purported to be a verbatim account
of Goldman’s speech. He quoted her as advocating revolution,

violence, and bloodshed. Twelve witnesses testified that
Goldman had said none of that. A handwriting expert testified
that Jacobs havenotes to beenwere

written from the platform where he claimed to have been
overcrowded, and peoplestanding; the platform was were

swaying. Goldman was grilled by the District Attorney on her
ofabout the heranarchist views, but contentsnot Union

falsified account of her speechSquare speech.
New York World, convicted ofprinted in the

though no riot occurred after herinciting to riot, even
the Blackwell'sinsentencedspeech. She towasI

opinions about prisons developed during herGoldman 1s
What she saw were woman who were

They weresimply social outcasts.criminal nor violent,not
impoverished, and because of impoverishment they had resorted

to steal. outortheto
Shefrowned upon by the law.anguish intheir mannersome

for refusing to beinmatesthe womenbeloved amongbecame

beshe would notthe sewing aplaced in charge of room;
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Goldman ran 
she, as a nurse, was caring for the 
Jacobs was the madam's lover, ;--
money from the madam to the police, 
case, Goldman :

Island Penitentiary.38

into Jacobs a number of years later, when 
was caring for the madam of a brothel, 

and the man who carried bribe 
 ‘ Later, regarding another

reports that Jacobs spent a year in jail for perjury.

streets for prostitution or

Based upon a

year on Blackwell's Island.

her refusal. At Goldman's trial,

one year

Goldman was

to act

too regular and even
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and there she was trained to be a nurse by the prison doctor,

years old, Goldman hated being away from her world of social
involvement, and particularly from Ed Brady, an Austrian
anarchist with whom she had been intimately involved. But in
prison she had time to cultivate her mind; she read English
and American literature, exposing herself to the writings of
Twain,

When Goldman wrote about the brutality and uselessness
of did in "Prisons: Socialprisons, she A Crime andas
Failure" she called herin experience in1910 , upon

Pennsylvania Penitentiary, buttressing these experiences with

theoretical objection to the institution.her anarchistic, In

thethatbusiness;" citesindeed she
spending more than a billion dollars annually to maintain the
prison system, a figure almost equal to the combined value of

forUnited Statesthecoal forwheat and Yet,
murder had increased more than fourfold in the previous two

the institution wasindication that abetterdecades. What

failure, Goldmanfailure? To understand why prisons were a
the nature of crime, methods of copingpresented a survey on

with crime, and the effects of these methods.

Failure,"Crime and

42

A Social 
118.

39 Goldman,"Prisons: 
Anarchism and Other Essays, p.

"slave-master." Her own rheumatism put her in the sick ward,

Emerson, Thoreau, and Whitman.

Blackwell's Island and Berkman's 14-year term in the Western

a position she retained for the rest of her sentence.

a year.39

United States was
her essay, Goldman strove to expose the prison system as "big

At 24



four types of crime. Goldman claimed. based
upon The Criminal by Havelock Ellis: the political crime, the
crime of passion. crime by the mentally unfit,the and the

crime.*0occasional Ninety percent of crimes in thiswere

last the crime resultingcategory: from socioeconomic

Goldman did deny that psychologicalnot and
physiological factors played for the criminal, she

soil for the could-be criminal.
Primitive man avenged wrongdoings. In a society, man had

theturned that author i ty Theto state. law hadover
proclaimed that punishment was atonement for one's crime. Yet

punishment meted out by the prison system did not deterthe

criminals.

greeted by hunger andre leased,When were
but repeat theirchoicelittle toThey faceinhumanity.

had be madeefforts to tothatinsistedGoldmancrimes.

the prisoner the possibility of human existence.restore to
offender, whichstop torturing the socialSociety had to

the brutality of the police and the prison guards hadmeant
labor.Goldman suggested thatto be stopped.

40 119.Ibid., P-
41 125.Ibid., P-
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the 
(an 
the

"There is not a single penal institution or reformatory 
' to be made 
club,

in the United States where men are not tortured 
good, ' by means of the blackjack, the 
straightjacket, the water-cure, the 'humming bird' 
electrical contrivance run along the human body), 
solitary, the bullring and starvation diet."41

the answer was

There were

simply pointed out that societal conditions provided a rich
a role



Prisoners should be taught meaningful labor,
for the performance of that labor, that would be setmoney
aside and given to them upon their release from prison.

an impossibility as long as
o f prison labor. Twenty-ninean states sub­

contracted convict the federal

government and 17
they knew it led to the overwork and abuse of the prisoners,

well to graft. Goldman went companies andas as
prisons that exploited the prisoner, having them perform
tasks that viable occupations fornot them in thewere
"outside" world, such as making brooms, an occupation done by
the blind.

the prison method was negative.The effect of The prison
a prisoner to change,incentive for to makesystem gave no

hard work did not bringgood. A prison sentence
and there was no chance for a convict toliberty any closer,

society had to get awayIn short,

there being "prisoner" andmentality offrom the a a
punitive measures had to be dropped, and the guise"jailer,"

whoThosethrowno f "social away. were

society had to be directed to meaningful workinunfortunate
to be shown a way that they couldwould support them,that

the cycle ofthatThis wouldsociety. ensuresucceed in
The entire prison system,repeat offenders would be broken.

the society which she envisioned, would be eliminated.in
culminated in thewhichprisons,viewsGoldman 1s on

44

the government wasThis was

and earn money

labor to private individuals;
states had stopped this practice because

on to cite

learn a supporting skill.

was set;



writing of her in herundoubtedly had their seedsessay,
prison experience. social butnot
political, her advice regarding meaningful work followed her
own experience. Island in
1894 ,

later she went to Vienna to study nursing and midwiveryyear
the Allgemeine Krankenhaus. Her political life resumedat

and while abroad she met noted anarchists Peterimmediately,
Michel of the ParisKropotkin, Louise and Enricocommune,

of the century she had returnedMalatesta. endBy the to
Europe as a delegate at a clandestine anarchist conference in

representative at Neo-Maithus!anwellParis, aas aas
congress, where she became acquainted with the latest medical
and political thought on birth limitation and contraception.

well; after the McKinleyherservednursing tradeHer

almost a publicGoldman wasassassination, Emma seen as
After struggling for months to find housing and work,enemy.

and itSmith,Goldman was

non-public life fromunder this name that she lived a quiet,
a nursing companion to sick1901-1906,

before Goldman felt the mania of the McKinley affaircentury
and

activities.
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had passed, and she could resume her previous life, name,

women. It was the middle of the first decade of the twentieth
supporting herself as

Although her crime was

finally took the name Miss E.G.

she began to work as a nurse at Beth Israel Hospital. A
Upon her release from Blackwell's



SECTION TWO:

CHAPTER FIVE: ESPOUSING AN IDEOLOGY
I n the early years of the twentieth century, Emma

Goldman's focus turned to the events of Russia, her homeland.

Russian uprisings had broughtin 1902 the East Side
socialists, anarchists, and trade unionists together to help

the students, workers, and peasants who 't
and killed by the Cossacks of the Tsarist regime. Goldman was
moved to leave her reclusive life and she took to publicizing
the o f revolutionary Russia. She applauded thecause
"splendid efforts of the radical Yiddish press"

Side. Thethat limited the Tsar had ampleit Easttowas
positive publicity through the Russian Church, the Consulate,

membersHerald. of theYork In 1903 , twoand the New

Rosenbaum and Nikolaev,Socialist-Revolutionary Party, came
They formed a section of the party on the Eastto New York.

and although their ideology did not mesh with Goldman'sSide,
she joined their cause.vision of a non-governmental society,

the American visit of Catherinein her life wasInfluential
"grandmother of the Russian Revolution."theBreshkovskaya,

she was called, had spent years in prison and inBabushka, as
Speaking engagements were arranged for her;exile.

population was curious to hearJewish,
her translator,Goldman served asthe woman.oftalesthe

stillGoldmanconservative circles wasalthough in many

359.1
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IfI

1but lamented

non-Russian "American"

were being attacked

the non­

Goldman, Living My Life, p.



introduced Smith.Mrs . Among Breshkovskaya1sE . G .as
supporters was Lillian D. Wald, of Nurses 1the Settlement,

succeeded in winning much supportwho for the Russian cause

through the receptions she hosted. 2 i>he January 1905 massacre

o f thousands o f Russians the Winter Palace inat St.

Pete rsburg-- Russians, who, following Father Gapon had

arrived to appeal the Tsar for relief— was instrumentalto
in bringing a larger audience to hear Breshkovskaya. Goldman,

Stellaand her niece Cominsky, became absorbed in
Breshkovskaya1s schedule, accompanying her everywhere in New

and forging a warm friendship with the Russian heroine.York,
theatre-dance troupeRussian theIn 1905 , tocamea

that of Pavel Nikolayevitch Orlenoff and AllaUnited States,

themselves withoutfoundNazimova. When the funds,group

Goldman brought them to Hunter Island, in Pelham Bay near New
where Stella had arranged a permit to pitch a tent forYork,

Stella, and the entire troupe spent theGoldman,the summer.
Goldman agreed to manage thesummer

to perform Tchirikov's The ChosenThey hadtroupe. come
to publicize the pogroms which were sweeping Russia.People,

theCahan, editor of theAbrahamwithworkedGoldman

socialist daily Forward and Shaul Yanovsky, the editor of the
anarchist Freie Arbeiter Shtimme, both of whom encouraged the

In October revolution1905theatre group. atheefforts of
erupted in Russia,

2 362.Ibid., P-
47

a response to the Winter Palace massacre.

in tents on the island.



East Side support for the revolution was high, and Orlenoff's
performances were packed. But almost as quickly as it started
the and. filled with anguish as reports
of new pogroms against the Jews grew, Goldman saw the Russian
and the Jewish East Side population turn away from anything
Russian. thanks for her hard managerialAs work and her

commi tment, Orlenof f presented spec ial theatricala
performance, the proceeds of which were to go to Goldman to
be used fulfill her dream of beginning a magazine.to The

indeed allow Goldman$250 raised did into the nextto move
stage of her political career.

Editing an anarchist magazine was an idea that had been
through her association with Max Baginsky,born Goldmanto

anarchist Arbeiter Zeitunq inthe editor of the German
in andBaginsky and Goldman had met their1893,Chicago.

Together they had developed thefriendship lasting.was
notion of a magazine that would give expression to Goldman's

well as serving as a forum for various artsocial ideas, as
and the like. The magazine wouldforms: drama, art,poetry,

there would bebe open to all who had material for its pages;
the first issue of MotherIn March of 1906,censorship.no

Until it folded,It was 64 pages long.Earth was published.
in Mother1917,imprisoned for two yearswhen Goldman was

Whilethan a decade.Earth was published regularly for more
active speaking and touring schedule,Goldman kept up an

butsuch as Berkman, might run the New York office,others.
Goldman constantly supplied articles and essays.

48
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revolt was crushed,



it was

her child, and she often referred thus.itto Theas name
revealed much about Goldman. As a young woman,
decision havenot correctiveto surgery performed, which
would have enabled her to bear children. She had made the
decision that could not be committed to a child andone an
ideal simultaneously. muchAs she loved children, andas
often wrote the education of the child, she wouldessays on
foreswear not to bear any of her own. Her relationship with
others revealed the profound psychological effect of this
choice her. She put herself often in a maternal role inon
her relationships, and in her writings about the men she was
romantically involved with she would often refer to them as
" my boy. " her lover for a decade,Ben Reitman, of whom more
will later, called Goldman bybe wr itten the pet name

Acquaintances would later write of Goldman 1s
maternal instinct. Through the years of communal living, when

ten people might be sharing her quarters, Goldman
the cooking and cleaning, additionin hertostill did

demanding writing and work schedule. As Mother Earth came to
she would refer to it as her expectant child. andfruition,

throughout its publication she would call it "her child."
the magazinePsychological implications aside. was as

andtimeShe exertedoffspring to Goldman. enormous energy
schedulingdeveloping and nurturing the publication.into

funds for itsfrequent lecture trips cross-country to raise
continued existence. Goldman poured her hopes and dreams, her

49

"Mommy."

she had made a

as many as

Mother Earth was more than a magazine to Goldman,



visions for the world, into the essays she produced for the
magazine. timeIn she began the Mother Earth Publishing
Assoc iat ion, publishing in pamphlet form those of her
speeches and essays which had met in
great demand. the Mother Earth Publishing AssociationIt was

that published Alexander Berkman 1s of an

Anarchist, relating his experience of in14 theyears

penitentiary.

Through Mother Earth Goldman knew her ideas would be

printed exactly andshe not subjectmeant, thetoas

and deliberate misrepresentationediting,censorship, that
she found typical in the general press. the decadeOver of
its Mother Earth spoke aboutexistence, theout current

conscription, birth control, women1sissues of the day:

ideology in general. Goldman aboutwroteherto espouse
anarchy; her critiques of socialism; the syndicalist movement

the economic expression of anarchy; herin Europe,
in short, she revealedcritiques of religion and puritanism;

her visions for what an ideal society could and might be.

religion played no part within heranarchist,As an
and she spoke out harshlyideal society,scheme for an

her criticisms ofWhileevils.itsagainst religion and

religion usually fell under the title of "Christianity," it
note that she did not support any religion,important tois

She did not write any essays criticizingincluding Judaism.
although her feelings are apparentJudaism in particular,
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with success and were

rights, and the like. But it was also the vehicle for Goldman

seen as

Prison Memo1r s



from individual and from her
general critique of religion. What Goldman did separate was
her recognition of Judaism as a religion from her recognition
of Jewish peoplehood.

Throughout her American career she always lectured toroots.

J ewish and her correspondence withgroups,
Berkman through their later
words and phrases. She recognized the special persecution of
the and at times would even verbally defend
the Jews. Of her "Jewish connection" more will be said later.
bu I it is

to religious Judaism. Innecessary
both she and Berkman were known for having planned Yomfact,

Goldman's critique of religion was in part theological,
The heart of her critique rested onbut mostly sociological.

the way religion had stifled society and social development.
Goldman spelled out her feelings toward Christianity in
particular in a Mother Earth article which appeared

of Christianity" sheFailure"TheInissue.April 1913
states:

137.3 Falk,
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Kippur galas and picnics.3

Love, Anarchy and Emma Goldman, p.

life was dotted with Yiddish

in exploring Goldman's feelings toward religion,

letters written

in the

in Yiddish,

her Jewish

to know she had no tie

She never hid or denied

to friends,

"Much as I am opposed to every religion, much as I think 
them an imposition upon, and crime against, reason and 
progress, I yet feel that no other religion has done so much 
harm or has helped so much in the enslavement of man as the

Jews in Russia,



religion of Christ."4

Quite simply, Christianity was full of dead social and moral
values, said Goldman, ideas long past their social usefulness
that continued be inst iliedto great and irrefutable.as
Christianity had helped society degenerate to its present

state, perpetuat ing slave soc iety, and teachinga a
submission that protected society against rebellion "better

than c lubthe The teachings o f Jesusor were

submission, inertia, and the denial of life, and these, the
ethical and social Christ, them, were more
offensive to her than the theological teachings. The doctrine

afterlife and reward and punishment encouraged theof poor
and suffering to remain placid, rather than demand justice.

afterlife, Christianity hadIndeed, focus ingby on an
the horrors existing in this life.indifferentremained to

She attacks Jesus:

particularly angeredthe"SermonJesus 1 on

5 189-190.Ibid., pp.
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Mother Earth
Selected

Mount"

"...the moment he began his work, he proved that he had 
no interest in the earth, in the pressing immediate needs of 
the poor and disinherited of his time. What he preached was a 
sentimental mysticism, obscure and confused ideas lacking 
originality and vigor... When the Jews, according to the 
gospels... turned him over to the cross, they may have been 
bitterly disappointed in him who promised them so much and 
gave them so little. He promised them joy and bliss in 
another world, while the people were starving, suffering, and 
enduring before his very eyes." 5

gun . "

4 Goldman, "The Failure of Christianity," 
April 1913, as reprinted in Red Emma Speaks: 
Writings & Speeches by Emma Goldman, p. 193.

as she called



Goldman, and she labeled it a eulogy on submission to fate.

it 6

"BlessedTo the poor in spirit, for theirs is thesay are
Kingdom of Heaven," for they shall
inherit the earth," "The poor ye have always with you,"or

slavery and inertia the part ofto thewas encourage on

suffering. This encouragement of meekness,
claim that he "had not come to destroy the law" had been the

leaders, capitalism, and thecarte blanche that governments,
gain power and suppress the masses.like had needed to Rome

says Goldman.been concerned about Jesus, "Render
to Caesar what is Caesar's;" Jesus conceded to the powers of

Rome must have laughed at the who talked ofhis t ime. man
repentance and patience. What threat was he to them?

From Goldman's perspective she can only read the life of
social consciousness. Shethrough the spectacles ofJesus

compares Jesus to other martyrs.

6 190-191.Ibid., pp.
53

gone to 
courage, ’ 

Nor
for them. Compared with Socrates and Bruno, with the great 
martyrs of Russia, with the Chicago anarchists, Francisco 
Ferrer, and unnumbered others, Christ cuts a poor figure 
indeed. . . They stood their ground and faced their 
executioners with unflinching determination, and though they,

"The idea conveyed in the Sermon on the Mount is the 
greatest indictment against the teachings of Christ, because 
it sees in the poverty of mind and body a virtue, and because 
it seeks to maintain this virtue by reward and punishment. 
Every intelligent being realizes that our worse curse is the 
poverty of the spirit; that it is productive of all evil and 
misery...nothing good can come of the poor in spirit, surely 
never liberty, justice, or equality."6

"Thousands have gone to their death with greater 
fortitude, with more courage, with deeper faith in their 
ideas than the Nazarene. Nor did they expect eternal 
gratitude from their fellow-men because of what they endured 

them. Compared with Socrates and Bruno, with the great

as well as Jesus'

had never

or "Blessed are the meek,



they asked nothing in return for

Jesus' death, Goldman contends, imposed burdena upon

humanity, paralyzing the human soul with its weight.

s ide 1ightA to Christianity the at t i tude ofwas
Puritanism that had developed, and which Goldman saw rampant

in American society. She abhorred the:

•<8

Imported from Britain, Puritanism had made Americans believe
that the evil, perverting the significance and

purpose of the human body. Forced to suppress one’s deepest

fee 1ings, robbed o f self-expression throughman was

and drama.sexuality, 1i terature Temperance Unions,art,
Purity Leagues and the Prohibition Party hadSabbath Unions,

become all-powerful in America, suppressing natural, healthy.
comments Goldman, Sundayscreative expression. In Europe,

a day of rejoicing for the massesa day of festivities.were

like inlife might really bewhattaste
the American workerThesesociety.

have their homesshe adds,The rich.because of Puritanism.

7 194.Ibid., P-

54

by the wrath of God. 
constant

too, died for the people, 
their great sacrifice."?

8 Goldman, 
Other Essays, p.

on man

theatre, museums, gardens; it was a day that the masses could

" . ..Calvinistic idea that life is a curse imposed 
In order to redeem himself man must do 

penance, must repudiate every natural and healthy 
impulse, and turn his back on joy and beauty.

"The Hypocrisy of Puritanism," Anarchism and 
174.

a more equitable

flesh was

avenues were closed to

who had but one day free from labor. They attended concerts,



and clubs at which to drink and celebrate. But the masses are
doomed to the monotony of Puritan Sundays.

But Pur i t an ism's ev i 1greatest its sexualwas
suppression and how this played itself in society.out The

victim the Society demanded that unmarriedwas woman. an
woman be Feeling the natural curiosities aboutpure. sex, a

could either against social dicta, with thewoman go

accompanying guilt and mental agony, In most cases,or marry.
marriages took place, for love or true feeling,not but for
sexual motives. Now that "socially sanctioned," the

found herself constantly pregnant, weakened by thiswoman
never-ending cycle. Birth control was forbidden, for society

had deemed criminal. Desperate women sought abortions;it

aborted.9100 pregnanciesof17 were Women1ssome every

leaving at risk the lives ofphysical lives were endangered,
home i n need ofchiIdrenthe exist ing at mother.a

the women carried the burden of shame ofFurthermore, not
achieving the false moral standards Puritanism had inflicted
upon society.

better with atheism.concluded Goldman,Society, was

primitive society may have needed a God idea, bornWhere a
contemporary society had learnedfear and ignorance.out of

could correlateScienceto understand natural phenomena.

the theory oftheism wasWhereassocial events.human and

9 178.Ibid., P-

55

sex was



speculation, atheism was the science of demonstration.10 Her

reject ion of theism, consistent Goldman 1swith entire

approach to religion,

with a focus on the next life, instead of working to improve

this life. The humanly-invented God concept had done nothing
to better the world. The Gods of the major world religions—
Confucius, Jesus— were non-responsive to the
poverty and starvation in the world. These Gods of mercy and
justice had done nothing to avert the increasing injustice in
the world. For Goldman, they must be rejected.
of justice, morality, and truth were part of this world.a
"God's" the next world. By rejecting God,concerns
Goldman could affirm the power and will of man.

Goldman's view that "organized religionUnderstandably,
and kept thesoul humanoppressed human mind inthe

was not popular within religious circles. In spite
the "foeChurch is of humantheo f suchcomments as

development and free thought and as such has no place in the
from time to time. courageous

religious leaders would invite her to their pulpit. theAt
invited to1915Francisco Exposition inSan

12 Ibid.
56

■

h

New York World 1908. 
Publishing Association, and 
Selected Writings & Speeches of

life of a truly free people,"12

11 Goldman, "What I Believe" 
Reissued by Mother Earth 
reprinted in Red Emma Speaks: 
Emma Goldman, p. 43.

Buddha, Yahveh,

Her concerns

10 Goldman, "The Philosophy of Atheism," Mother Earth 
February 1916, as reprinted in Red Emma Speaks: Selected 
Writings & Speeches by Emma Goldman, p. 197.

bondage"11

stemmed mostly from it clouding man

Goldman was

were of



deliver speech on atheism the Congress of Religiousata
Philosophies. She was followed by a rabbi who remarked. "in
spite of all Miss Goldman has said about religion, she's the

13most religious person I know."
The abolition o f re 1igion only aspect ofwas one

Goldman 1s vision for the future. She knew, in speaking of
anarchy, that she was constantly fighting the image painted
in the American mind of people committed to violence and
destruction. She sought to explain the true meaning and
application of anarchism, its economic theory called
syndicalism, and her views on property and government.

Goldman's descriptions of anarchism were often sweeping
and broad— specific and t echnical — hernot as were

criticisms of capitalism. Anarchism, as she defined it, was:
ii a

■■ 14and harmful,
appraisal of society was this: man and society hadGoldman1s

than in harmony. Religion,ratherodds,been placed at
and government had shackled Anarchism wouldproperty, man.

group men together to create real social wealth, guaranteeing
the earth and fulltofreeindividualto each access

life.15ofnecessities Withtheenjoyment of no more

13 561.Living My Life,Goldman, P-
Really Stands For,"It

15 68.Ibid., P-

57

=

on 
all

-I

What 
56.

. . . the philosophy of 
liberty unrestricted by man-made 
forms of government rest on violence, 

as well as unnecessary.1

14 Goldman, "Anarchism: 
Anarchism and Other Essays, p.

new social order based
law; the theory that

and are therefore wrong



specifics for how this could be accomplished, Goldman focused
rather why this needed to be accomplished. Although sheon
conceded that institutional property may have had a purpose,

the existence of private property had condemned those who had

laborto for its productivity. Workers become non-entities

who sell labormust their and have their judgment

subordinated the she explained in herto master, article
"What I Believe,"16 and this was degrading. The cost in human
lives was staggering; she reported that in the previous year
50,000 workers were killed and 100,000 wounded in the United

In addition to the loss of lives,
there was the loss of individuality,

in things of beauty and utility. in makingReal
Industrialization,man's surroundings inspiring. production.

capitalism had all made for a mechanical existence. "Manand
can't live by only producing gray, hideous things, reflecting

18hideous existence," she insisted.a dull, It was government
industrialization and capitalism, andinfound valuewhich

indoctrinated with the false belief thatpeople had been
government flowed from natural laws, maintained order, curbed
crime, and prevented the lazy man from fleecing others. What

laws would prevailthat naturalneededmen

Really Stands For,"It

18 61.Ibid., P-
58

What 
60.17 Goldman, "Anarchism: 

Anarchism and Other Essays, p.

States from production.17

16 Goldman, "What I Believe" New York World, 1908 as 
reprinted in Red Emma Speaks: Selected Writings & Speeches by 
Emma Goldman, p. 36.

wealth was

to realize was

initiative, originality.



Ill

without government and that order was accomplished, not by

the submission of men but through creating "solidarity of2 a
interest," which couldn't exist class society. forAs
crime, the state was the biggest criminal in its abuse of the
workers. Crime would end when economic injustice ended; 90%

Goldman asserted.19of economically motivated,crimes were
Capitalism created lazy men who would live off the work of
others; societal reorganization would eliminate this class.

advocacy of anarchism and her critiqueherI n of
Goldman was quick to explain why socialism wascapitalism.

timethe Whereas anti-atnot oneanswer.

anti-capitalist, and anti-religious, theauthoritarian,
politicians wanted to become part of themodern socialist

implicit in American government. Socialismstructurepower

had been fashioned to fight two evils: the wage system. and
Goldman claimed, had soldsocialists,Theprivate property.

the theby endorsing state,society,modernout to

American socialistsprotagonist of private property. were
by definition was not justwhichfavoring the state, nor

submission, andbut which stood fordemocratic, supremacy,
Socialism in America was no answer.

spent her lifeGoldmanthat"isms"theofallFor

Selected
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i

Red Emma Speaks: 
. 38.19 Goldman, "What I Believe," 1 

Writings & Essays by Emma Goldman p.

organized exploitation.20

20 Goldman, "Socialism: Caught in the Political Trap," 
incomplete typescript, probably 1913, never published, 
reprinted in Red Emma Speaks: Selected Writings & Speeches of 
Emma Goldman, pp.79-80.

socialism was

in a
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writing and speaking about— anarchism, capital ism,
socialism, militarism, bolshevism-- clearit is that her
stand each motivated by what heron to thewas mostwas

Anarchism strove to guarantee

individual rights; capitalism and militarism strove to
suppress individual rights. Her commitment only clarified and

Society, and the
State," a pamphlet she wrote late in her life, and which was

published posthumously in Goldman spoke about1940 , the
political world of 1930's, the decline of democracy andthe

fascism and Nazism. Goldman
fought vigorously against dictatorship. She spoke out against

but she refusedMussolini, Hitler— embracetoFranco, a

The state and society werefaulty democracy as the solution.
abstractions conceived by man. not organic

des i gnatethan theterms t onothingreali t ies, more

"legislative and administrative machinery" whereby the

transacted. The individual,could bebusinesspeople 1s
The state had

like the idea ofIt was, ano
convictionsof strong,creationGod, Her werea

to create the societyMan had the powerempowering mankind.
held thethatstatethenot power,he wanted, was

recognize this and takeMan had torendering man helpless.

60

State," 
Chicago, 

Selected Writings &

21 
published as 
1940, :

man.21

stressed Goldman, was the true reality in life.

conscience nor moral mission.

They were names,

important "ism:" individualism.

Goldman, "The Individual, Society, and the 
( a pamphlet by the Free Society Forum, 

reprinted in Red Emma Speaks: ■--------- ------ ---
Speeches by Emma Goldman, p. 90.

strengthened over time. In "The Individual,

parliamentarism and the rise of



the reins. What Goldman added thisto thatassessment was
only anarchism claimed that society existed for and notman,
vice versa.22

Given her commitment to the individual, and the rights
of the individual in society, it is surprise that theno
individual's right to free speech was of the biggestone
banners Goldman waved for than a decade in the Unitedmore
States. for speaking out against conscriptionIt thatwas
Goldman and Berkman were arrested in 1917 and deported in
1919. Suppression of the individual's voice enraged Goldman;
certainly it had prompted her to found Mother Earth. But the
free speech fight for Goldman began not in securing her own

securing the rightr ight but in forspeak, Britisht o

Congress had passed an Anti-Anarchistanarchist John Turner.
prohibiting the entrance ofMarchLaw in 1903, any person

Unitedthe Goldmaninto States.opposed governmentt o
influentialSpeech League of and well-organized Freea

respected Americans— as opposed to immigrants— citizens who

impeding free speech1 awthethat was
Declaration of Independence and thethecontradictory to

While the Supreme Court eventually upheld theConstitution.
to Englandto returnforcing TurnerAnti-Anarchist Law,

something far greaterconducting his speaking tour,without
was born. Goldman had spoken around the country about freedom
of speech. Police departments had hounded her mercilessly; a

22 100.Ibid., P-
61



criminal anarchist law was used to suppress her speeches and
cancel her meetings.

squad" close down meetings.to The extremes to
which suppression of speech were carried prompted mainstream

and conservatives to speak behalfnewspapers out ofon

Goldman. In such in Chicago, when a meetingsome cases, as

cancelled, the local newspaper would allow Goldmanwas to
Her passionate

plea for individual's r ights guaranteed under theas
Constitution inspired others. She created Freenumerous
Speech Leagues across the country, wherever she lectured. In

Roger Baldwin heard Goldman speak in St.1908 Louis. Baldwin
found the American Civil Liberties Union,went to and heon

24and Goldman developed a longstanding acquaintanceship.
Goldman arrived in Chicago in the winter of 1908 for a

The rising unemployment had put the masses onlecture series.
Goldman arrived two daysbegging for relief.the streets,

life of the Chiefattempt had been made the ofafter onan
Lazarus Overbuch, had goneA young Russian immigrant.Police.

he had witnessedRussia, theChief. Int o call theon
During the march of the unemployed inKishinev massacres.

witnessed police brutalities-- beatings andChicago he
clubbings.

The Chief claimed that, after handingthe house.he entered

Goldman,Inter-Ocean.the Chicago
416.
Anarchy, and Emma Goldman, 9.24 P-Falk, Love,

62

J1

23 In this case, 
Living My Life, p.

write a column, which they printed unedited.23

"anarchist

Overbuch was killed by the Chief's son as soon as

In New York the police had created an



the letter, who then wrestledson a
the Although it wasgun away

that the been shot all,proven andat that
Overbuch was killed by a gun of a different calibre than the

carried,25gun he the police cracked down on the anarchists.
Goldman could not find a hall that would rent to her Chicago

hall for meetings with the unemployed and hobos.vacant A
meeting was arranged,
speech, the building and fire departments inspected and
declared that the building could not than nine
occupants safely. The room had been arranged for two hundred.

cancelled. andconcert
Goldman was not on the

bill,
friend would speak.Reitman announced that Whenmusic, a

Goldman appeared on stage the police mobbed her, pulling her
threatening to start a riot in the crowded hall. Goldmanoff,

hot to play into thecrowd to remain calm,shouted to the

leave quietly. Public opinionthe police but tohands of
the general press claiming thatsided with Goldman,

calamity,averted andhadwhothe police,she , anot

condemning the police for suppressing Goldman ' s right to
allautobiography Goldman remembered ofthatIn herspeak.

the prominent citizens who spoke out on her behalf,

415.
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Ben L. Reitman, who used a

hold more

comrades. An offer came from a Dr.

The meeting was
social, planned at the Workmen's Hall.

but was clandestinely brought into the hall. After the

but on the afternoon of the scheduled

son had not

Reitman arranged a

Overbuch shot his son,

25 Goldman, Living My Life, p.

and used it to kill Overbuch.

it was



A Free Speech League was formed in Chicago.
The intimate relationship that developed between Goldman

and Reitman for the next ten
indeed it would plague both of them foryears; the ofrest

their lives. It was a relationship of deep passion, but also

o f Reitman's part, separations ,o n
reconciliations, and frustration. Reitman joinedacceptance,
Goldman as her manager, proving himself quite capable in this
field. audiences grew as he created a wider appeal,Her her
speaking tours stretching for months cross-country, and the
sale of her pamphlets increasing substantially. It was

Reitman1s idea to publish Anarchism and Other Essays in 1910.
Emotionally, Goldman fell into an abyss in regard to Reitman.
She wrestled with the almost drug-like hold he had upon her

sexual passions which theythe depths ofsexually, and
infidelity,discover his constantshared. When she tocame

live with thechoosing tosend himshe could not away,

and the tormentconstant torment of their rocky relationship,
who advocated emotional independence.she,of knowing that

They became enmeshed— shewas
as they corresponded"hobo""mommy"hiswas

26 419.Ibid., p.
64

W1

" . . . the most gratifying result was the stand of Rabbi 
Hirsch in regard to the action of the police at our social. 
The next Sunday his sermon was devoted to an objective 
exposition on anarchism. Among other things he pointed out 
the stupidity of the authorities in attempting by violent 
methods to stamp out an ideal that had as its spokesmen some 
of the noblest spirits in the world."26

so emotionally tied to a man.
and he was her

in early 1908 would continue



through their separations. Reitman was obsessively connected
to his mother in Chicago. For stretches of time he would live
with Goldman and thentour,
he would leave her to be with his mother. As a personality.

He had been a hobo through Asia, Europe,
and the United States, always battling wanderlust. His hobo
days brought him close to the unemployed and the marginal in
society, and he had propagandized on their behalf. In 1904 he
had earned a medical degree in Chicago, choosing sometimes to
practice, and at other times to abandon medical work.

Although he was deeply committed to Goldman, and managed
her career as

Indeed,anarchist Goldman's
friends did not like Reitman and he was kept on the "outside"

and this plagued both Goldman andof intimate gatherings,
Reitman. Berkman and Reitman did not get along, although they

life.
More than a

she and Berkman corresponded about it,Reitman had ended,

showing a rare openness to discuss their intimate lives with

from herBerkmanGoldman wrote1929each other. In May
refrain that hadn't changed inInTropez.incottage St. a

she defended Reitman's being in the movement,twenty years.
attacking Berkman for making such an accusation in light of

female lovers he had been with who had done nothingthe many
the movement. Ben had made it possible for Goldman to dofor
best work; he had kept Mother Earth solvent many a time,her

65

in New York or accompany her on

each could acknowledge the other's place in Goldman's

an anarchist,

he was

dozen years after Goldman's relationship with

Reitman was never accepted in

an enigma.

circles as a serious anarchist.



and had made their publishing association profitable. It had

been extremely painful for her to know Berkman,that her
intellectual soulmate and dearest lifelong companion. had so
strongly disliked Reitman; at one point Berkman had written

to verify Reitman's medical credentials. Goldman concedes

that her fault that she blindnot to Reitman'swas was

shortcomings. She had seen all of his faults. but this then
required of her a deeper love.

in which Goldman fought forThroughout the decade free
battles.involved inspeech, Theshe mostnumerouswas

the Free Speech fight between thedifficult of these was
(I.W.W.) and the VigilantesIndustrial Workers of the World

San Diego had encouraged the traditionin San Diego in 1912.
socialist, andof having outdoor meetings, and the anarchist,

as well as some religious sects, had regularlyI .W.W. groups,

The city passed an ordinance to docity's parks.in themet
political activistsThetradi t ion.oldwith theaway

activistsand 84free speech fight, wereinitiated a
The Vigilantes, callingA virtual civil war began.arrested.

had taken to beating and clubbing,"patriots" ,themselves
those who demanded their civil rights. Theeven killing

66

27 Drinnon 
Letters from 1  
York:

ways, his
lacked

"I 
bombast, 
the least 
was

not only knew but 
his braggadocio, 
sense of selection.

something large, primitive, unpremeditated, 
about Ben which had terrific charm."27

loathed his sensational 
and his promiscuity, which 

But over and above that there 
primitive, unpremeditated, and simple

1V11, Richard and Anna Maria, Nowhere at Home 
Exile of Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman (New

Schocken Books 1975), p. 149.



Vigilantes meant business. They raided and destroyed the
I . W . W . headquarters, arresting the found there.men

Vigilantes. Goldman gives this o f what thenaccount
transpired:

in Los Angeles touring, arrangedand Reitman,Goldman
food and clothing for the I.W.W. men and then set out for San
Diego, where she had lectured during each previous West Coast

The city was in a panic when they arrived, and throughtrip.
although the managerfound their hotel,the the twochaos,

Within a short whilethem regarding their safety.warned
city authorities had totheinformed that comeGoldman was

findingthem,to meetand Reitman wentShecall her.upon
When the Chief of Policethemselves in a room with seven men.

and the Mayor arrived, Goldman was escorted from the room to

28 494.
67

"They were taken to Sorrento to a spot where a flagpole 
had been erected. There the I.W.W.'s were forced to kneel, 
kiss the flag, and sing the national anthem. As an incentive 
to quicker action, one of the Vigilantes would slap them on 
the back, which was the signal for a general beating. After 
these proceedings the men were loaded into automobiles and 
sent to San Onofre, near the county line, placed in a cattle- 
pen with armed guards over them, and kept without food or 
drink for eighteen hours. The following morning they were 
taken out in groups of five and compelled to run the 
gauntlet. As they passed between the double line of 
Vigilantes, they were belabored with clubs and blackjacks. 
Then the flag-kissing episode was repeated, after which they 
were told to "hike" up the track and never come back. They 
reached Los Angeles after a tramp of several days, sore, 
hungry, penniless, and in deplorable physical condition."28

"Arresting" was no problem; many of the San Diego police were

Go1dman, Living My Life, p.

San Diego to help the I.W.W. carry on their campaign. But the
I.W.W. was reinforced by hundreds of sympathizers who came to



I

meet with them. Reitman was informed that this was a private
meeting. that The city

officials leave San Diego, insisting that

they could not protect her within their city. Already an
angry mob was outside her hotel. Goldman retorted that it was
their job d i sbandt o the mob. They were committed to

d i sbanding the anarchists who congregated; why not the
Vigilantes? The officials insisted they could andnot,
Goldman responded that she would take care of herself. When
her meeting was find Reitman.to Heover, was
nowhere to be found. Frantic, she searched the hotel, but all
parties have information regardingseemed histo no
whereabouts. she was informed thatAfter midnight, Reitman
had been taken out by the Vigilantes, but no harm had come to

toward Los Angeles. Goldmanhim. trainHe waswas on a
no way her meetings in San Diegoinformed that there was
She packed her bags and tookwould be able to proceed.

there; sheReitman notLos Angeles.train to wasa . m.

realized that she had been duped into leaving San Diego. The
she should meetthatcallmorning,next

and that Reitman's friends shouldtrain from San Diego,the
there with a stretcher.be

and the account of the abuse he received from the Vigilantes
than that of his compatriots the weekthe same and worsewas

taken from the hotel by the sevenHe recalled that,before.
joined by others who took him twenty miles outthey weremen,

of town.
68
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Reitman was indeed on the train,

Goldman received a

he would stay with the band of men.

she went

asked Goldman to

a 3



me.

The reports made by Reitman and other the
Vigilantes turned public opinion toward the free speech

advocates. The California Governor appointed speciala
investigator, who substantiated every claim made against the
Vigilantes. 1 ines had been drawn,the and itYet, was

issue. The If patriots"difficult diffuse the theto saw
elements exercising free speech and felt that theyliberal

using the privilege to spread subversion. As "patriots"were
they had to protect their way of life from this subversive

the media helped the spread of suchthreat.
Goldman encountered it again in Seattle, but she wouldmania.

not allow her meetings to be cancelled.
likein citiesgoing onFree Speech fightThe was

free speechHundreds ofand Fresno.Spokane,M i ssoula,

upon herselfGoldman took itadvocates were being arrested.

29 500-501.Ibid., pp.
69

"They began kicking and beating me. They took turns at 
pulling my long hair and they stuck their fingers in my eyes 
and nose. ’We could tear your guts out', they said, 'but we 
promised the Chief of Police not to kill you. We are 
responsible men, property-owners, and the police are on our 
side.' When we reached the county line, the auto stopped at 
a deserted spot. The men formed a ring and told me to 
undress. They tore my clothes off. They knocked me down, and 
when I lay naked on the ground, they kicked and beat me until 
I was almost insensible. With a lighted cigar they burned the 
letters I.W.W. on my buttocks; then they poured a can of tar 
over my head and in the absence of feathers, rubbed sage­
brush on my body. One of them attempted to push a cane up my 
rectum. Another twisted my testicles. They forced me to kiss 
the flag and sing The Star Spangled Banner. When they tired 
of the fun, they gave me my underwear for fear we should meet 
any women. They also gave me back my vest, in order that I 
might carry my money, railroad ticket, and watch... They 
ordered me to make a speech, and then they commanded me to 
run the gauntlet."29

In many cases

victims of



to speak out 1908 article she attacked
countries the United States, Russia, Spain, Italy,
and France, where free speech had become a political issue.
She pointed to countries where free speech granted-was

England, Holland, Sweden,Norway, and Denmark- noting that
there had "evil for these countries.

farce when it had to be legislated bya
constitutional provisions, legislative enactments, and the
Postmaster General, Goldman claimed. What was more
hypocritical, she contended, that the right forwas or
against free speech was enforced in the United States by the
police, and General,the neither ofPostmaster

officials.30elected gripe with the PostmasterGoldman's

because theymails containedprohibited from the U.S.

And her attack upon the police wasarticles on birth control.

at times even poetic:

mire

Goldman was inWith the freedom of speech campaign, a
which she often found herself- that of being aposition in

UnitedThe Statesregarding a major issue.minority voice

Selected
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excerpted from article published in 
Chicago anarchist paper,
Emma Goldman Papers Project.

form with his 
streets

■

31 Goldman 
the Liqhtbearer, 
Goldman Exhibit,"

i Lucifer
displayed at "Emma

30 Goldman, "What I Believe," Red Emma Speaks: 
Writings & Speeches of Emma Goldman, p. 42.

consequences"

which were

on their behalf.In a

"0 Liberty! Poor, outraged, degraded Liberty. Fallen 
indeed art thou from thy once lofty height, when every petty 
policeman can soil thy pure form with his foul hands and 
trample in the mire of Chicago's streets thy beauteous 
lineaments."31

Free speech was

such as

been no

General was specific: certain issues of Mother Earth had been



had entered a period of repression of freedom of speech after
the McKinley assassination. This repression led to the

Espionage and Sedition Acts of 1917, and culminated in the
suppression o f those who spoke against United States
involvement in World War I. At times Goldman admitted how
hard it was to be a lone voice— to advocate birth control in

sexist society, to be anti-Bolshevik in a Communist-lovinga
to preach against military draft in trigger-happyera, a

inner fortitude kept her strong,country. Her never allowing

her backto down conflict, allowing her tonever
remain silent in the face of what she perceived to be an

injustice. addressed the issue by criticizingShe the
the majority in the United States in an

appeared in her 1910 work Anarchism and Otherthatessay

although they liked tocontended,Essays. Americans, she

throw "rugged individualism,"the phrasearound were

their thoughtindividual in action.terrified beto or

the stranglehold which kept most people
This wasline with the majority opinion. country ofin no
The majority had neverindividuals, but

equality. 32Goldman felt she had beenstood for justice or

life. The lesson ofthis day after day in herreminded of
inhad learnedshe thecrowdthebeing alone against

and again after theHomestead Affairtheaftermath o f
raise herShe had no choice but toMcKinley assassination.

1
Anarchism
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i

"Minorities Versus Majorities," 
84.

32 Goldman, 
and Other Essays, p.

"Public opinion" was

persuasive power of

a mass of cowards.

from a



voice for the Issues free speech,that
women 1s rights,!

against the tide of majority opinion, the government’sor
the onlystance.

thing wrong with Goldman was that she was 8,000 years ahead
she may only have been fifty years too early.

writings inspired many activists of the 1960’s whoGoldman 1s

general issues she had: free speech,same

and war.women’s rights,

72

33 William Marion Reedy, 
quoted in Candace Falk, ]---

\ } editor of the Reedy's Mirror as 
Love, Anarchy, and Emma Goldman, p. 10.

were battling the

anti-militarism— whether or not they went

of her age,33

Whereas one newspaper editor claimed that

called to her--



SECTION TWO:

CHAPTER SIX: THE FIGHT FOR WOMEN’S RIGHTS

Goldman biographer Alix Kates Shulman states, that of all
of Goldman 1s diverse interests, the oppression of women was

always of her centralmost and indeedone the

biographer is Goldman looked atcorrect. the place of women
in her time, and issues to be addressed. This wassaw many
Goldman at her best; to see just one issue, it wasnever one
her ultimate strength that she placed every issue within a

universal framework. the of herOver Goldmancourse career

advocating birth control,and lectured aboutwrote women,

encouraging unrestricted love, attacking the suffrage
institution of marriage, andlambasting themovement,

condemning society for its abuse of women in the workplace,

Her position,its hypocrisy toward prostitution.and as
from a sociological perspective. Women were beingusual, was

andpolitical ends, theseandeconomicexploited for

individual issues had to be exposed for the part they played
Goldman set about the task.in this larger picture.

through a series ofGoldman awoke to the "Woman Question"
the Blackwellstay at1893lif e. Herexperiences in her

inmates.in contact with other womenIsland Prison put her
lower-classthese women were prostitutes orShe found that

but ratherwhose crimes were not pathological, werewomen,

1 14.Shulman, p.
73
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concerns,1



acts erupting from the poverty and abuse in their lives. They
not criminal;were they were victims of society.

who , in the face o fwomen starvat ion, had turned to

prostitution and were now being punished. She spoke to women
who had been constantly impregnated and beaten by cruel

life of familial abuse.xn In the prison.

Goldman learned nursing, and upon her release she spent a

in Vienna formally studying to be a nurse and midwife.year
Side, particularly

assisting Jewish families. Goldman recalls helping a woman in
labor who lived in a two room tenement apartment. The couple

had three children already, water

heated over a kerosense lamp. The family had no clean linen
with which Goldman could deliver the baby. The father brought
her only available cloth: the Shabbat tablecloth,the from
right off the table.2 she wrote:

2 184.Goldman, Living My Life, p.
74

more
the
Most

I by the 
poor 

in
"Still more impressed was I by the fierce, blind 

struggle of the women of the poor against frequent 
pregnancies. Most of them lived in constant dread of 
conception; the great mass of the married women submitted 
helplessly, and when they found themselves pregnant, their 
alarm and worry would result in the determination to get rid 
of their expected offspring. It was incredible what fantastic 
methods despair could invent: jumping off tables, rolling on 
the floor, massaging the stomach, drinking nauseating 
concoctions, and using blunt instruments. These and similar 
methods were being tried, generally with great injury. It was 
harrowing, but it was understandable. Having a large brood of 
children, often many more than the weekly wage of the father 
could provide for, each additional child was a curse, "a 
curse of God" as orthodox Jewish women and Irish Catholics 
repeatedly told me. The men were generally more resigned, but

husbands, who had risen up and struck back, preferring a life

She practiced mainly on the Lower East

and no gas;

She met

prison than a

had to be



1900 Goldman attended the Neo-Malthusian Congress inIn

the goalBecause of the Congress limittowas
offspring, the Neo-Maithusians considered illegal inwere

France. convened secretly.The Goldman met the 20thgroup

century thinkers in family limitation, and was supplied with
1i terature and contraceptives to bring back the Unitedto

By the turn of the century, Goldman's experiences hadStates.

shown her a reality to which she felt a need to respond. She
women caught in the hopeless cycle ofthe plight ofsaw

She knew how particularly tragic thiscontinual pregnancies.
Furthermore, she knewclass.the lowerofthewas m case

but that many countries.contraceptives could be used,that
illegal andconsidered themincluded,the United States

desperate women would resort toknew thatimmoral. And she
itand self-mutilation. Butlife-threatening abortions was

style to respond solely to the issue of birthGoldman1snot

3 185-186.Ibid., pp.
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Thomas R. 
at

4 Thomas R. Malthus theorized that the population tends 
to increase at a faster rate than its means of subsistence 
and that unless it is checked by moral restraint or by 
disease, famine, war, or other disaster, widespread poverty 
and degradation inevitably result (Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary).

the women cried 
cruelty upon them, 
hurl anathema on 
•Take him away,' 
brute come near i

Par is.4

out against Heaven for inflicting such 
During their labor pains some women would 
God and man, especially their husbands.

him away,’ one of my patients cried, 'don’t let the 
come near me- I'll kill him!1 The tortured creature 

already had had eight children, four of whom had died in 
infancy. The remaining were sickly and undernourished, like 
most of the ill-born, ill-kept, and unwanted children who 
trailed at my feet when I was helping another poor creature 
into the world."3



control. The right to control one's reproduction was only one
aspect of women1s independence. Women were being suppressed
by the state in its denial of economic and political
equality, and by the church in its imposition of a false and
hypocritical morality. Goldman addressed the particulars of

state suppression and church suppression in of
essays, which will be explored in this chapter.

Following the Neo-Malthusian Congress, Goldman began to
speak about the need for birth control and of
family limitation. but she did not speak about the specifics
of contraception.

in defiance of the 1873 Comstock Law.

her work fields the sake of the contraceptionfor
issue. Goldman who brought Margaret Sanger into the
birth control campaign,
well-recognized national figure in this fight. inSanger,

Goldman's New York office. Thefact, began her work out of
good relationship for a while but eventually

split because Sanger could not accept Goldman's resistance to
"single-issue approach." Sanger, her husband William, andthe

and Sanger may haveher followers were also not anarchists,
control issue with thebirthassociating thefelt that

its wide-spread acceptance.detrimental toanarchists was

ill-does nother writing, anyGoldman, in

that Sanger becamebut does commentfeelings toward Sanger,
Whereassevering contact.from Goldman'sdistant group,
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She was not

a multitude

seem to harbor

in other

a topic which she was sure would land her

willing to risk prison because she did not want to curtail

the woman who grew into

the merits

the most

two enjoyed a

It was



G o1dman spoke up when William Sanger arrested forwas
distributing his literature,wife's Margaret Sanger was

silent when Ben Reitman was arrested rerpeatedly for similar

offenses.

Goldman had change of heart when William Sanger wasa
arrested for giving a birth control pamphlet to

and when Margaret into conflict withagent, the postalran
authorities refusedwho The Woman

Rebel, because of its birth control information. Goldman
herse1f heads with the postal authorities andhad butted
Anthony Comstock in for a Mother Earth article the1909 on

wh i te-slave Chief Officetrade. The Inspector hadPost
declared that nothing objectionable was in Goldman's article.

the whole matter the New YorkAnthony Comstock denied to
Times the next day, claiming that it was a publicity stunt on
Goldman's part.

When Comstock attacked Sanger's birthdubbed him.sheas
Goldman decided "the time had come when I mustcontrol work,

it practicaldothe subjectstop lecturing oneither or
felt that I must share with them the consequencesjustice. I

a speakingbirth-control tookGoldmanof the

Beforethe Sunrise Club,engagement at

reviewed the historical and social aspects of600 people she
methods ofdiscussthen proceeded toandbirth control

hernot arrested that night, atnorShe wascontraception.

5 553.
77

issue."5

a Comstock

Goldman, Living My Life, p.

Goldman had a deep hatred for "St. Anthony,"

to deliver her magazine,

a libertarian forum.



continue her birth control speeches on the Lower East Side at
her Yiddish meetings, feeling that this was the audience that
needed the information most. Eventually Goldman was arrested.
which pleased her, in going to court she
had forum for her cause. Her arrest led to a protest
meeting at Carnegie Hall, banquet in her honor the

in court for an hour in defense of birth control, turning her
trial into a national forum.6

instead. During her15-day jail incarceration,sentence
Reitman spoke at her scheduled meetings on contraception, and

serving a 60-day jailhe Theirarrested, sentence.
and a number of citiesbrought the desired publicity,acts

disseminateheld the right torallies for

said Goldman,Birth control,contraception.
it became an important phase of thetheoretical issue;mere

which could be advanced more by deeds thansocial struggle,
by words."7 Birth control wasGoldman had acheived her goal.

longer strictly a single-issue,no
part of the economic and social issues that

affected women.
it might have been predictable that Emma GoldmanJust as

in Americanbirth controlacceptance ofthewould favor

Emma Goldman Papers Project.6 "Emma Goldman Exhibit"
7 571.
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She was fined $100, but chose a

a new

recognized as a

and a

Go1dman, Living My Life, p.

next address to students at Columbia University. She chose to

but was beginning to be

information on

too was

"ceased to be a

night before her court date. On April 20, 1916, Goldman spoke

for it meant that



society, one might be inclined to think that Goldman would be
advocate o f women 1s suf frage. GoIdmanan But was no

suffragist, and her arguments, particularly as put forth in

"Woman Suffrage," in the 1910 publication Anarchism and Other

Essays, were thought-provoking. issue was ofHer
whether women had the intelligence to vote, but whether they
would know how to effect change with the power of the vote.

nay

of
9

would be no more successful atGoldman concludes,Women,
they had the ballot, then meneffecting social change, once

and Utah,Colorado,Wyoming,had Idaho,been. In women
according to the researchIn Colorado,already were voters.

equal suffrage hadof Dr. Helen Sumner,
whoconditions of noteconomic wereaffected women,the

8 11 Woman Suf f rage, ” Anarchism and Other Essays,
P-

9 207.Ibid., P-

79

Parliament. 
an 
like Russia, 

Where
are 

go

J
i

Goldman, 
206.

"but slightly"

and women?"8
"Finland has given women equal suffrage; nay even the 

right to sit in Parliament. Has that helped to develop a 
greater heroism, an intenser zeal than that of the women of 
Russia? Finland, like Russia, smarts under the terrible whip 
of the bloody Tsar. Where are the Finnish Perovskaias, 
Spiridonovas, Figners, Breshkovskaias? Where are the 
countless number of Finnish girls who cheerfully go to 
Siberia for their cause? Finland is sadly in need of heroic 
liberators. Why has the ballot not created them?"

"The women of Australia and New Zealand can vote and 
help make the laws. Are the labor conditions better than they 
are in England, where the suffragists are making such a 
heroic struggle? Does there exist a greater motherhood, 
happier and freer children than in England? Is woman there no 
longer considered a mere sex commodity? Has she emancipated 
herself from the Puritanical double standard of morality for 
men and women?"8

course not



receiving equal pay for equal work.10 The guarantee of equal
rights to property was of the
wage workers who lived hand-to-mouth, points out Goldman.

Not only had women not enhanced society with their vote,
the suffragists seemed determine to create greater evils with

Prohibition, the vote to put forth their
Puritanism. Idaho, had declared prostitutesIn "lewdwomen

and unfit This,to vote. cried Goldman, was
bigotry. of unclean lives, whoMen associated withwere
saloons, were being booted out of politics in Colorado, as if

these whetherdetermined they goodwere

politicians, and as if politics was a pure, clean field.

she

to

also committedsuf fragists not toThe werewomen

It was obvious to Goldman that
long asrights for women,suffragists wanted equalthe as

acceptableupper-class,middle-they women.orwere

undesirableintoknown not canvasSuf fragists were

12 from thedetachedThey wereSumner reports.districts,

economic needs of the people.

10 207.Ibid., P-
11 210.Ibid., P-
12 211.Ibid., P-

80
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life 
has

characters"

equality within their own sex.

no avail to low-income women,

intending to use

" ... [Woman's] narrow and purist attitude toward 
makes her a greater danger to liberty wherever 
political power. Man has overcome the superstitions that 
engulf woman... He has neither time nor inclination 
measure everyone's morality with a Puritanic yardstick."1^

the ballot in hand. The suffragists were often connected with

Susan B. Anthony had even been



antagonistic to labor, claims Goldman, as she explains that
in 1869 Anthony advised to take the place of strikingwomen

printers in New York.13

Goldman 1s the suffragist movement

extensive than just critique of the practices of thea
suffragists. She is opposed on theoretical grounds. Suffrage
does not provide economic nor political equality. Suffrage
will not but will enslave them just as men are
enslaved. They will be "free," she contends, as men are

II free" to tramp the highways looking for
work. "free" to receive labor laws prohibiting their right to
boycott and picket. The only
the "right"
is looking to change the role and place of women in society,
but she clearly rejects suffrage and the suffrage movement as
being the means to the end she envisions.

Goldman again treats the topic of equality for women in
her popular essay "The Tragedy of Woman's Emancipation," also
included in Anarchism and Other Essays. In this piece Goldman
moves beyond a focus on suffrage, choosing instead to address
the larger issue of women's equality in society. She begins
to make the case in her conclusion to

her freedom,

13 213.Ibid., p.
81

"Woman Suffrage:"

"right" that man has retained is

come 
a personality, Second, by 

; by refusing to 
she wants them; by refusing to be a 
State, society, the husband, the

"free"

"Her development, her freedom, her independence, must 
from and through herself. First by asserting herself as 

and not as a sex commodity.
refusing the right to anyone over her body;
bear children, unless she wants them; I
servant to God, the

free women,

is moreattack on

to be robbed of the fruit of his labor. Goldman

to starve,



In her article on emancipation, Goldman eloquently
continues her theme:

or

There is
but this essay reveals a passion coupled with vulnerability,

The issue of equality may have spoken moreand a loneliness.

to Goldman than the score of political issues for which she

equality washerlegitimacy offought, thebecause own
Goldmandaily basis.fought forsomething she was

criticised by othersexceedingly bright; as
Even Alexander Berkman,letting emotions cloud her judgment.

the prime witness to the heroic and powerful stands Goldman

14 217.
Woman's Emancipation,"

82

of 
from the 

Only that,
life 
fear 
and not the ballot, 
hitherto unknown 
peace, for harmony; 
a creator of free men and women.1,14

15 Goldman, "The Tragedy of 
Anarchism and Other Essays, p. 230.

Ibid., p.

no mistaking the passion in Goldman's works.

yet she was
on a

family. . . by trying to learn the meaning and substance 
in all its complexities, by freeing herself 
of public opinion and public condemnation.

will set woman free and make her a force 
in the world, a force for real love, for 

a force of divine power, of life giving:

"The right to vote, or equal civil rights, may be good 
demands, but true emancipation begins neither at the polls 
nor in courts. It begins in a woman's soul. History tells us 
that every oppressed class gains true liberation from its 
masters through its own efforts... The demand for equal 
rights in every vocation of life is just and fair, but after 
all, the most vital right is the right to love and be loved. 
Indeed, if partial emancipation is to become a complete and 
true emancipation of woman, it will have to do away with the 
ridiculous notion that to be loved, to be sweetheart and 
mother, is synonymous with being slave or subordinate. It 
will have to do away with the absurd notion of the dualism of 
the sexes, or that man and woman represent two antagonistic 
worlds." 15



took during her life, would claim that he believed men and
bet o different mentally.women which why theirwas

understandings of likeissues violence, politicalsex,

action, Although an equal

to the outstanding men of her time, she still would face
sexism. as from Austrian historian and friend Max Nettlau who
insisted that wanted broods ofwomanevery
Goldman was
with whom she associated through her life, the Johann Mosts
and Alexander Berkmans notwithstanding, spoke of

yet wanted to find a docile,in socially equal terms,women
serving wife and taketheir home of them.to carerun
Berkman1s female companion of the 1930’s, Emmy Eckstein, was
just that, source of tension between Goldman
and Berkman.

Perhaps using her own life as a model, Goldman was able
to see the equality that was beginning to creep into society.
and she was also able to see the price it exacted. Women were
moving into professions that had once been closed to them,
but they were not physically prepared to compete with men; to
withstand the competition required all of

did succeed in becoming a doctor,and If womanaenergy.
they did not succeed inlike,thelawyer, architect, or

and salary that maleconfidencetype ofreceiving the

16 Goldman and Alexander Berkman, Nowhere At Home pg, 123.
February 8 , 1935,Nettlau,Maxto
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"EG17 Ibid., 
Montreal,” p.185.

a woman’s vitality

children.17

and this was a

and revolution was so different.!6

continually disappointed that the anarchist men

men and



=

colleagues found.
This had personal ramifications also:

Goldman

gives intimate expression to her feelings 1925 letter

she Berkmansent to from London. She had recently been

visited by M. Eleanor Fitzgerald, who had served as her and

Berkman’s longtime assistantr

had at one point been lovers, a relationship that was severed
when Berkman and Goldman were deported. Goldman writes to her
comrade:

She continues in a letter sent six days later:

Woman 1 s Emancipation , 11Goldman,

4,

84

E 

5
- 
r?

&

"EG to AB, September 
133.

and Alexander Berkman, 
London," Nowhere At Home, p.

"The particular thing is the tragedy of all emanicipated 
women, myself included. We are still rooted in the old soil, 
though our visions are of the future and our desire is to be 
free and independent... It is a longing for fulfillment which 
very few modern women find because most modern men are too 
rooted in the old traditions. They too want the woman as wife 
and mother more than as lover and friend. The modern woman 
cannot be the wife and mother in the old sense, and the new 
medium has not yet been devised, I mean the way of being 
wife, mother, friend and yet retain one's complete freedom. 
Will it ever?"19

19 Goldman 
1925,

"One cannot help but see that the higher the mental 
development of woman, the less possible it is for her to meet 
a congenial mate who will see in her, not only sex, but also 
the human being, the friend, the comrade and strong 
individuality, who cannot and ought not lose a single trait 
of her character."18

18 Goldman, "The Tragedy of 
Anarchism and Other Essays, p. 226.

in a

"For while the modern woman, if more exacting and has 
greater and deeper needs, so too she has considerable 
richness out of her finer sensibilities and deeper 
understanding. There is nothing without a price and we must 
be ready to pay it. Fact is, we have no choice. There is a

in New York. Berkman and Fitzie

A more autobiographic line would be harder to find.



Goldman very clearly and felt— the discomfort andsaw--
of society experiencingunease change ina of itsa one

elements. Society was surely changing the way it looked at
and surely struggling to repositionwomen , women were

a11 i tudes. for her insightIt into thewas
comp1ex i ty o f this social issue that Emma Goldman was

heraldedand the patron saint of theas
Women’s Movement in the 1960’s.

While suffrage and emancipation were considered "proper"
social issues of the day, prostitution by its very nature was

regarded as topic to be discussed.not Goldmana proper
approached the socialissue the andto economicexpose
foundations which perpetuating the condition, but thewere
very impropriety with which society regarded the topic made
her forces which condemned it. Whilelash out the moralat

condemning the immorality of women who becamesociety was
condemning the immorality ofprostitutes, Goldman awas

by giving themsociety that forced women into prostitution,
in Women," publishedeconomic Inno recourse.

in every ten womenin revealed thatGoldman1910, wereone

factory workers, working 48-60 hours per week for an average
weekly salary of six dollars. Many spent a few months of the

rendering theseunemployed because of industry trends,year

20 134.P-Ibid.,
85

"20

"EG to AB, September 10,

"The Traffic

"rediscovered"

terrific urge toward freedom, toward the struggle for higher 
ideals which no one can resist. What then is to be done?

1925, London,"



annual salary of $280.21women an These were the women who

no other choice then to resort to prostitution;saw
economic necessity theirfor survival. Society must stop
hounding prostitutes and understand that they are the product
of social conditions. Prostitution would continue until the

economic realities of society changed. But
only one factor. Goldman,For suffrage, emancipation, and
prostitution were all political issues, "state"

addressed. "church” issue, part

of the larger picture of marriage, women’s morality, and
Puritanism which she spoke out against. Prostitution was
illegal, but engaging a prostitute was not. Men had created
and perpetuated the prostitution system, at no disadvantage

The women were the ones who were arrested, whoto themselves.

had policemen. commi 11edbribe Patrons tot o were

perpetuating prostitution for their own sexual pleasure, and
interested in perpetuating prostitution forthe police were

the good bribe and fine money they received. Prostitutes were
victimized by men who were perpetuating the type of societal

livelihood. Andinequities that kept women going into that
not thoseaccused of being immoral? The women,yet, who was

who benefitted from prostitution!

enough to be victimized by men,notifAs was
prostitutes were being hounded by the spirit of Puritanism in

Prostitutes were constantly persecuted andthe country.

Anarchism and Other

86

"The Traffic In Women,"21 Goldman, 
Essays, p. 185.

it was an

But prostitution was also a

economics were

issues, to be



harassed. Puritanism, Goldman wrote in "The Hypocrisy of

labeled venereal disease mysterious andas

shameful, the penalty for ii sins of the flesh. The result
of that infected women
seek treatment, which was cureable, was

responsible for the proliferation of venereal disease.
Puritanism was responsible too for perpetuating the myth

of Puritan morality had dictated thatmarriage. havewomen
sex only within the bounds of marriage, yet it was known that

2350% of married men frequented prostitutes. The History of

Prostitut1on reported that 25% of prostituteshad were
married, theproving that

24 Clearly, marriage was a
inflicted upon society by the church,concept

appointed arbiter of morality, and this concept benefitted no
one. What marriage did was make socially-accepted prostitutes

for their life was similar tothe women who married.ofout
They too usedthe the street.woman on

the prostitute gained the economiceconomic security of men;
the married woman gained thewhilesecurity of many men,

the girl on thesays Goldman,At least,security of one man.

Anarchism and Other

24 186.Ibid., P-
87

23
Essays,

l

»22

Goldman, 
p. 194.

"sanctity"

22 Goldman, 
Other Essays, p.

Puritanism,"

guarantee of "safety and purity."

"The Hypocrisy of Puritanism," Anarchism and 
179.

this moralizing was

"The Traffic in Women,"

spread. Puritanism then, according to Goldman's equation, was
and so the disease,

sex to obtain the

the self-

of marriage was no

were ashamed to



street was less hypocritical. Marriage was nothing more than

life insurance policy for thesea where they wouldwomen,

sign away their life, privacy, and self-respect. insureto
that they would have
their employment to run the house, but they also gave up all
their personal rights.
to foundsex

a breeder.
wrote,

The advantages of marriage could not even be argued from
the standpoint of offering protection to children, continued

One had but to look at the thousands
the overflowing orphandestitute and homeless children,of

and the work of the Society forasylums and reformatories,
saving children fromthe Prevention of Cruelty to Children,

Marriage could not guarantee well-their "loving" parents.
nor to children.being to women,

love could.But
often antagonistic terms.rather, they were

Goldman believed, that some marriages were based on love. But
Goldman believedcontinue because of marriage.love did not

Anarchism and Other"Marriage and Love,"

88

v I

25
Essays,

"The institution of marriage makes a parasite of woman, 
an absolute dependent. It incapacitates her for life's 
struggle, annhilates her social consciousness, paralyzes her 
imagination, and then imposes its gracious protection, which 
is in reality a snare, a travesty on human character."25

Goldman, 
p. 241.

within marriage. The married woman was condemned to a life as
In an essay entitled "Marriage and Love," Goldman

a priviledge not

Marriage and love were not synonymous,

Married women gave upa man around.

It was true,

Goldman in this essay.

when she wanted to say no,
At least the prostitute could say no



strongly in love— she had felt its effects before in her
life . But did marry fornot love; they married forwomen
economic security. Marriage was an economic arrangement. and

love factor, it In articleswas a
such "Marriage and Love," and "Victimsas

of Morality, " choose their spouses

based on his heart and soul rather than his income; to follow
the they loved without the hinderance of the outsideone

world; and insist the absolute rightt o of freeupon
motherhood. Goldman was often accused of propagating "Free
Love," charge which could easily be substantiated by hera
lifestyle; for her adult life in the United States she often
lived communally with other an arrangement
which o f intimateled varioust o

love

was free.

protectionso it needed no protection,
has itsinstitution of marriage. Lovesuch the ownas

if there islove is gone,and ifsecurity, she wrote, even

no home can exist.26marriage,

possible to draw an all-encompassing picture ofIt is
Women shouldlife Goldman pictured for the modern woman.the

and for theirsociety in a productive manner,function in
contribution they should be recompensed in a way that fosters

life womenIn all aspects ofindependence and self-esteem.

"What I Believe," New York World 1908.26 Goldman,
89

least of all a "false"

"What I Believe,"
was often incidental.

It could not be bought, conquered, nor subdued, and

men and women,

Goldman urged women to

relationships. But what Goldman believed most was that



F

should be considered equals to men, and perhaps in this way
exerting a capacity to

effect change. This modern woman will love whom she chooses
and when she chooses, without the strictures of state nor

church. thisIn free themselves from theway, women can
double-standards, the hypocrisy, the economic subjugation.
and the political impotence of their current situation.

strides haveGreat been made in the United States
towards realizing the portrait which Goldman painted through
her and lectures. Certainly women’s rights is one ofessays
the social issues which have advanced immeasureably in the

almost difficult to imagine thetwentieth century. It is

world at which her essays were aimed, and how provocative her
might have been to a pre-World War I society. Yet forwords

feared, condemned as beingthese hated andviews she was

Goldman and her"against God" "against the government."and
because somebody mightrhetoric considered dangerous,were

ideas to heart and force a social change. But mosttake her
the state and church ofnot accepted:of her opinions were

her day still officiated at marriages, women were still paid
subservient wages, and women were granted the right to vote.S

far-the seeds planted by her rhetoric undoubtedly wereBut
laterissue,women1sthereaching. On

changes which Goldman could onlyfight forgeneration to
dream would someday be realized.

90

women will become as powerful as men,

H

her words inspired a



SECTION TWO:

CHAPTER SEVEN: THE FIGHT AGAINST CONSCRIPTION

not opposed to all war— she believed

in class to bring about social and political change.war It
was military war she abhorred, claiming the political leaders
used the helpless masses to defend ideals that only the rich
enjoyed. Goldman began speaking out against militarism in
1908 , and it for her sentiments that the United Stateswas
deported her eleven years later. Goldman's rhetoric began as

anti-militarism anti-patriotism,and but worldas as

conflicts escalated through the decade, she began to attack

the issue of and, finally, conscription. Her
views were spread through three essays in particular:
Believe," in the York Wor1d;pub 1i shed in New1908
"Patriotism: A Menace to Liberty," which appeared in her 1910

and "Preparedness: Thecollection Anarchism and Other Essays;

which appeared originally inRoad to
last pieceedition of Mother Earth. Thisthe December 1915

its anti-war stand and was in greatwas widely-acclaimed for
subsequent re-printings and was highlydemand. underwentIt

Goldmanoften thepamphlet. Ascirculated case,wasas a
issue of militarism aftertheinvolved in anbecame more

incident in her life aroused her to anger.
when Goldman and Reitmanoccured in 1908,incidentThe

lecture tour. They found the citywere
as usual, exaggerated and far-fetchedanticipating her tour;
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"preparedness,"

in San Francisco on a

Emma Goldman was

Universal Slaughter,"



rumors about Goldman had riled the city officials. This time,
the thatrumor was to San Francisco, the

naval base of the Pacific, to blow up the American fleet

docked in the harbor. Goldman was stunned that anyone would

report such yet reporter after reporter put thea rumor,

question to her. she replied, she was not there to blowNo,
up anything, but to expose the people to the uselessness of
military institutions. The publicity— as well as the intense
police surveillance— did wonders for her lectures; the hall,

which seated than five thousand, packed for eachmore was

lecture. 1 o f Goldman 1s lecturesOne ent i tledwas

She spoke passionately that patriotism was not£
commitment the homeland of one's youth, because thetoa

preponderance of factories and the mills and mines had takenI
that nostalgic vision away. Patriotism was now a concept that

justified training of wholesale murderers, she said.the

2quoting Tolstoy. to analyze thelecture wentGoldman1s on

and what its totrue costnature of patriotism, was a
love ofderided the military and the AmericanShecountry.

Her hour-long speech was met with thunderous applause,war.
issuethat she had spoken about anand Goldman had sensea

greatly concerned.with which the public was
shaking hands with members of the audience after her speech,

2 Living My Life, p. 428.Goldman, J
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"Patriotism."

1 Goldman says five thousand in Living My Life. In 
"Patriotism: A Menace to Liberty" she says there were fifteen 
hundred at the meeting.

As she was

Goldman had come



she clasped one hand, and was surprised to look up and find
she soldier's hand. With this unlikely scene.
the audience let clapping and shouting in joy,out

in the air.3and tossing their hats The soldier thanked her
and disappeared into the crowd.
wonderfully dramatic ending to her speaking engagement.

the incidentBut had serious repercussions for the
soldier. Goldman read in the morning paper that the soldier.

followed by plain-clothes police
back to the Presidio and was arrested, to be court-martialled
for attending her meeting and shaking her hand. Goldman

forimmediately set work raising money his defense.to
Buwalda, who had served fifteen years in the military, was
sentenced to five years in Alcatraz prison, and dishonorably
discharged. equal to treason andBuwalda's was

said General Funston, who had chargedthan desertion,worse

termed the soldier'swhat heBuwalda. deference toIn

threereduced torecord, he

ten monthsBuwalda served

In a meeting withpardoned by President Theodore Roosevelt.

Goldman after his release, he explained that he had been out

walk and happened upon the crowd of people headingfor a

pavilion for her speech.toward the
He couldn’t believehis part to hear her lecture.

3 Ibid.
Selected
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years.4

4 Goldman, "What I Believe," Red Emma Speaks 
Writings & Speeeches by Emma Goldman, p • 39.

decision on

"unimpeachable"

Private William Buwalda, was

was holding a

in prison before he was

crime was

It was a spontaneous

the sentence

Goldman thought this was a



the things that
individual’s right to think and act, until he was arrested.
Goldman had made him think. Upon his release, he hissent

medal for faithful service in the Philippines back to the
The accompanying letter,army. the Secretary ofto War,

stated that he had further for such trinkets andno use
baubles, and that, while it represented service, it also
represented killing, burning, raiding, and the inhumane
treatment of others. The letter was printed in the May 1909

5Mother Earth. Buwalda joined the anarchist movement.

The affair included in Goldman’sBuwalda was essay
section on militarism.I Believe," in a brief Without

expanding on her views, Goldman claimed that militarism was
making the United States imperialistic and despotic, creating
cold-blooded, How could militarism standmechanical killers.

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness?"in the face of
defended anarchism in opposition toIn the Goldmanessay

it that people feared andUnited States militarism; how was
because it supposedly "taught violence," yethated anarchism,

they wanted the United States to build up its arms supply and

go to war?6

Goldman was much more detailed in her 1910 book with her
The text was takenA Menace to Liberty.""Patriotism:essay

thelecture she delivered in San Francisco in 1908,from the

5 448-9.Living My Life, pp.Goldman,
Selected
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Red Emma Speaks: 
p. 38-41.

6 Goldman, "What I Believe," 
Writings & Essays by Emma Goldman,

"life,

she had said about the military stifling an



lecture Buwalda attended. Goldman used a combination of her
wit, and statistics to make her point.sarcasm,

discounting of the concept of patriotismIf Goldman’s
perhaps her use of statistics did. Thedidn 11 readers,move

spent four hundredtime'1United shortStates had a
million dollars on the armed forces, although Goldman did not

"awhatfound that figure,shetell wherethe reader nor

8 She looked at actual military expendituresshort time” is.
from 1881 through 1905, for the United States, Russia, Italy,

The United Statesand Great Britain.France, Japan, Germany,
thosein 24the years,tripled its outlay forhad army

increasing its army outlay from 15$ to 23$ of its total army
of theperiod the naval expensesbudget. During the same

$6.20 of everyWhile in 1881,United States increased 525$.
$100.$16.40it per1905 wasin$100 went theto navy,

Goldman,

8 135.Ibid., P-
95

7 Goldman, "Patriotism: 
and Other Essays, pp.

"within

"Indeed, conceit, arrogance, and egotism are the 
essentials of patriotism.... Patriotism assumes that our 
globe is divided into little spots, each one surrounded by an 
iron gate. Those who have had the fortune of being born on 
some particular spot, consider themselves better, nobler, 
grander, more intelligent than the living beings inhabiting 
any other spot. It is therefore the duty of everyone living 
on that chosen spot to fight, kill, and die in the attempt to 
impose his superiority upon all the others.

"The inhabitants of the other spots reason in like 
manner, of course, with the result that, from early infancy, 
the mind of the child is poisoned with bloodcurdling stories 
about the Germans, the French, the Italians, Russians, etc. 
When the child has reached manhood, he is thoroughly 
saturated with the belief that he is chosen by the Lord 
himself to defend his country against the attack or invasion 
of any foreigner."^

A Menace to Liberty," Anarchism 
134-35.



Computed as per capita tax, the figure went from $5.62a to

And , Goldman pointed out, this themoney was

people 1s money, collected not from the wealthy, but from the

working masses.

The perceived need for an ever-increasing military was
rooted in the States 1United imperialistic motives. The

Spanish-American war, in which tempers were fanned by months
of journalistic agitation, not fought to liberate Cuba.was

Soldiers their lives the interests ofto protect thegave

in trade. The order to shootthe Cubansugar

workers during the great cigarmakers1 strike after
claimed Goldman.10proved this,

The truth was, according to Goldman, Americans were very
impressed with Thousands of dollars weretheir military.

and entertain the officers, even though thespent dressto

food rations.enlisted fight to get decent Inhad tomen

San Francisco, and Los Angeles, $260,000 hadSeattle, Tacoma,

thebeen and theatref i reworksspent on

officers.11 the fleet at every
to show them the spectactular and impressive navy. Andport,

the military wouldthe gala ofeffective;the charade was

wipe away one’s despair over the hardships one faced.

military of this magnitude,rationalize havingTo a

9 137-38.Ibid., pp.

10 140.Ibid., P-

11 141.Ibid., P-
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$13.64.9

Children were brought to see

the war



but being armed only made us anxious
to try out our shiny new equipment. Countries that

peaceful by nature did not need such extensivewere weaponry.
But that was not the United States. She wrote:

In

wou 1 d later be , but she addressed the topic in a

Conscription was practiced in Europe, and
deep hatred toward the military, among all

The United States did not have conscription,
said Goldman, industrial depression led many to enlist,but
just to earn the $13 per month and to guarantee the enlistee
three needbed . There formeals day and was noaa

conditions accomplished theconscription because economic
felt Goldman, were coercive.

outbreak of World War I intheEvents

the anti-warofbrought Goldman to the frontAugust 1914
Even before the United States entered the conflictmovement.

full of talk about the war,in April the country was1917,
and the possibilityinvolvment,eventualU.S. preparedness,

Goldman’s campaign against preparedness wasof conscription.

12 142.
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"We Americans claim to be a peace-loving people. We hate 
bloodshed; we are opposed to violence. Yet we go into spasms 
of joy over the possibility of projecting dynamite bombs from 
flying machines upon helpless citizens... our hearts swell 
with pride at the thought that America is becoming the most 
powerful nation on earth, and that it will eventually plant 
her iron foot on the necks of all other nations. Such is the 
logic of patriotism."12

were armed to the hilt,

1910 conscription was not the issue for Goldman that

Ibid., p.

to want

social classes.

job; both methods,

Americans used the pretense that we were most secure if we

was the cause of

in Europe and

theoretical way.



but an outgrowth of her anti-militarism rhetoric, but now the

discussion was not theoretical-- the spectre of war loomed on
the American horizon, and
accounts of the debacle in Europe. The December 1915 issue of

Mother Earth included Thean
Road to Universal Slaughter.” In her usual form, Goldman
began with harsh words and imagery, then attacked the
political situation which led to the current predicament, and
finally, ended by making a plea for a new economic reality.
For time, it probably the most well-read essaywas
Goldman ever penned. Her opening paragraph was a fine display

of her usual caustic style:

ii

98

=«
J

The Road to Universal 
Selected Writings & Speeches by

the papers were overflowing with

13 Goldman, "Preparedness: 
Slaughter," Red Emma Speaks: !-------- 
Emma Goldman, pp.301-302.

Ever since the beginning of the European conflagration, 
the whole human race almost has fallen into the deathly grip 
of the war anesthesis, overcome by the mad teeming fumes of a 
blood soaked chloroform, which has obscured its vision and 
paralyzed its heart. Indeed, with the exception of some 
savage tribes who know nothing of Christian religion or of 
brotherly love, and who also know nothing of dreadnaughts, 
submarines, munition manufacture and war loans, the rest of 
the race is under this terrible narcosis. The human mind 
seems to be conscious of but one thing, murderous 
speculation. Our whole civilization, our entire culture is 
concentrated in the mad demand for the most perfected weapons 
of slaughter.

"Ammunition! Ammunition! 0 Lord, thou who rulest heaven 
and earth, thou God of love, of mercy and of justice, provide 
us with enough ammunition to destroy our enemy. Such is the 
prayer which is ascending daily to the Christian heaven. Just 
like cattle, panic-str iken in the face of fire, throw 
themselves into the very flames, so all of the European 
people have fallen over each other into the devouring flames 
of the furies of war, and America, pushed to the very brink 
by unscrupulous politicians, by ranting demagogues, and by 
military sharks, is preparing for the same terrible feat."

essay entitled "Preparedness:



Goldman, anti-militarism essays,in her wanted toas
make the point that preparedness never led to peace. Germany,
four decades before, had declared that, to achieve peace, it
must for rhetoric ofThe time had beentheprepare war .
ft Germany above everything... Germany for the Germans, first,

last and always... can maintain peace and command

Germany’s preparedness had forced the other
European countries doto was a
culmination of all that preparedness. Americans, Goldman
warned, had been crying. last and all the
time. But those who cried "America

were not committed to the America of Jefferson
or Thoreau. "born bully, who uses the club;"Roosevelt was a
and while Wilson gave the facade of being a universalist, his
real aim was to serve big business: the war manufacturers who
are growing rich. The cry was to:

institutions of

theinvolvment in World War I,Within one month of U.S.
Goldman bitterly attackedinstituted.military draft was

countering that whiledespotic act,Wilson for this most

had resorted to conscription only after 18Great Britain

14 303.Ibid., P-
15 302.Ibid., P-
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for Americans"

America for Americans."15

respect."14

"...uphold the institutions of our country... the 
institutions which protect and sustain a handful of people in 
the robbery and plunder of the masses, the institutions which 
drain the blood of the native as well as of the foreigner, 
and turns it into wealth and power; the institution which 
robs the alien of whatever originality he brings with him and 
in return gives him cheap Americanism..."

the same. The current war

a nation

"America first,



months of war, the United States had wasted
the rights ofaway its citizens. Goldman wrote in her

autobiography:

!

Goldman's immediate move was to create a No-Conscription
League. the with herand,The idea took root. case
Free started in thebranchesSpeech League, local were

where she hadthe townsand incommunities visitedshe
Goldman would speakcolleagues to spearhead the group.

against the Conscription Bill, whichagainst andthe war
to be enacted on June 4,Congress had passed and which was

But she would not tell men not to register;1916. as a woman,
since sheshe felt she had no right to tell men what to do,

sheFurther,subject to the draft.

16 597-98.Living My Life, pp.Goldman,
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”1 
principle at one blow.

moved by the highest humanitarian motives, 
democratize Germany.

[Wilson] did not hesitiate to destroy every democratic 
He had assured the world that America 

was moved by the highest humanitarian motives, her aim being 
to democratize Germany. What if he had to Prussianize the 
United States in order to achieve it? Free-born Americans had 
to be forcibly pressed into the military mould, herded like 
cattle, and shipped across the waters to fertilize the fields 
of France. Their sacrifice would earn them the glory of 
having demonstrated the superiority of My Country ’Tis of 
Thee over Die Wacht am Rhein. No American president had ever 
before succeeded in so humbugging the people as Woodrow 
Wilson, who wrote and talked democracy, acted despotically, 
privately and officially, and yet managed to keep up the myth 
that he was championing humanity and freedom.

"We had no illusions about the outcome of the 
conscription bill pending before Congress. We regarded the 
measure as a complete denial of every human right, the death­
knell to liberty of conscience, and we determined to fight it 
unconditionally. We did not expect to be able to stem the 
tidal wave of hatred and violence which compulsory service 
was bound to bring, but we felt that we had at least to make 
known at large that there were some in the United States who 
owned their souls and who meant to preserve their integrity, 
no matter what the cost."16

no time in taking

as an anarchist,

as was

was not



felt she could not decide the fate of others. But for those
who chose to resist the draft,
and stand by them.

Goldman and Berkman planned a peace meeting for June 4.
In the distribution of a publicity flyer at a June 1 meeting.
several young men were arrested. Morris Becker, Louis Kramer,
Joseph Walker and Louis Sternberg were among those arrested.
Goldman and Berkman sent letter to the district attorney,a

for the release o f the boys , and assuming

responsibility for the action, since they were the authors of
the handbill. This did no good. Federal Judge Julius M. Mayer

sentenced Kramer to two years in the Federal penitentiary in

Atlanta and a $10,000 fine, the limit of the law. Becker was
and also fined. The

judge chastised both for being cowards. Sternberg and Walker

awaiting his transferwhile toacquitted.were Kramer,
register for the draft and was sentencedAtlanta, refused to

17to an additional year.
localTheThe June

June Mother Earth hadmedia Thehad publicized the event.

tombstone with the inscription "INwas

In addition to the audience andMEMORIAM- AMERICAN DEMOCRACY.

officials from the Department of Justice werethe speakers,
Federalthefromwe 11present, asas

17 602-03.Go1dman, Living My Life, pp.
101

she vowed to plead their case

4 meeting was crowded and mobbed.

in black and bore a

well as sentiments, for the coverstirred up an audience, as

sentenced to one year and eight months,



Attorney 1s office, U.S. marshals, detectives
York police ii anarchist squad,” and reporters. Goldman and

Berkman spoke , well Stella Caminsky Ballantine,as as
Goldman’s niece. As a young mother, Stella made an attractive

■

and powerful speaker, Goldman had decided. As was often the
the highly-charged crowdcase,

Goldman’s skill. The soldiers and sailors in the audience who
had been taunting speakers planted by the police,were
Goldman assured the audience, to start a riot to insure the
arrest of speakers and attendees alike. Chaos was averted.

June 14 the date for the next meeting, but Goldmanwas
found that no hall not
for fear of arrest, but because soldiers had threatened them.
The Jewish Party willingly provided the ForwardSocialist
Hall, on East Broadway. Goldman had heard that in the 10 days
since thousands had been arrestedthe law had taken effect,
for not registering.
fact.

14th wasThe meeting of thevery quiet.
appeal against conscription. But this time the police and

federal officials outsmarted Goldman. As the crowd dispersed

after the speeches, each man was stopped and asked to produce

dofailed tohis weresoregistration card.

Realizing thatarrested.
bait to trap draft dodgers, they decided to

restrict their campaign to print.
their efforts were not tofor Goldman and Berkman,But
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was kept under control only by

their meetings as

owners were willing to rent to them,

the authorities were going to use

The newspapers were not printing this

from the New

Since June 4, the anti-war and pacifist groups had been

Those who

to continue the



proceed much further. The following day, while working at the

Mother Ear th offices, United MarshalStates Thomas D.

McCarthy, accompanied by other officers, into thecame

offices. Goldman knew McCarthy;

the platform for of hereach anti-conscription rallies,

waiting for the opportunity to arrest her. He had told the
newspapers that he had been repeatedly contacting Washington
for permission make Goldman askedtheto forarrest. a

insteadwarrant; he produced a copy of the June issue of
Mother Earth, claiming that the "treasonable" magazine was

all he needed In their arrest, McCarthy andher.to arrest
men confiscated all of the papers, personal letters,his and

magazines found returned.in the offices;

The andfollowing account Goldman 1s trial isof arrest

Living My Life,compiled from her autobiography, and the

booklet, Speeches of Alexander Berkman and EmmaandTrial

Goldman.

therestaged for late in the day,The soarrest was
would be

federal attorney for the District ofThe following day, the

York charged them with "conspiracy against the draft."New

insure that the two couldBail $25,000 each, toset atwas
not be released. Friends contributed to raise the bail money;

offered in real estate, but the federal attorney
Goldman was bailedwould not accept anything other than cash.

two days beforereleased untilnotfirst;out Berkman was

their June 27 trial.
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$300,000 was

he had been stationed near

these were never

no opportunity for the two to be released on bail.



Berkman and Goldman were certain that their trial would

end in conviction. Although the charge was conspiracy against

the draft, they were confident that all of

anarchists would be cited by the prosecution during the
trial. The maximum sentence was two years and a $10,000 fine.

The two decided, they had done on occasion before,as to
defend themselves, rather than let Harry Weinberger, their
dear friend and longtime attorney, take the case. They were

they would be convicted— for manysure includingreasons,
the fact that Julius M. Mayer would be the presiding judge—

but they would make every attempt to use the trial as a forum

to vent their beliefs.

On level pair refuted the charges leveledtheevery

against them, claimed Goldman. jurors,

Berkman exposing theircandidates,dozens ofexamined
ignorance and prejudice on social, political, and religious
issues; all were biasedinquiries made clear thatGoldman1s
against her by virtue of her stand on marriage,

education and birth control: issues which were not germane to

They knew the jurors who were finally selectedthe trial.
they felt they made their point bybutunbiased,notwere

been exposed in U.S.had awhichissues never

that Goldman had,The prosecutor could not provecourtroom.
tocounseled young men notin writing or verbally,either

false New York World charge thatregister for draft. Athe
Goldman 1s bail money was

and Berkman produced the agingdispelled when Goldman
104

provided by the German kaiser was

their work as

divorce, sex-

In the selection of



Mo t her Earth. A stenographic expert explained that the
prosecution's stenographic witness was lying. The expert, who

recorded 180 had a hard time keeping up

with Goldman 1s fast-paced oration; the police detective who

brought in notes Goldman

advocated violence — could barely record per

minute. The defense brought in the hallkeeper from the 1893

rally, who The
defense produced witnesses who supported the fact that

as well as conscientiousfor violence,
objectors who had solicited Goldman's advice and found that
she would not tell them what to do. A ploy by the prosecutors
to show that most of the defense's witnesses were foreigners-

attempt to play on juror prejudices— failed. What hurtan

Goldman most was
Earth as evidence against her. The issue included a number of

They were written by young menarticles advocating violence.
and mostin the wake of the unemployment campaign,and women

anarchistof thedrifted outof the had sinceauthors

had not supported their writing but wasGoldmanmovement.
committed to non—censorship. Although Berkman tried to defend

her by proving that Goldman
issue had been published, Goldman saw that this would place

she insistedAs publisher of the magazine,the blame on him.

responsible for everything published.

every bit asWhat was happening around the courtroom was

105

that she was

a speaking tour when thewas on

said Goldman had never spoken of violence.

the use of

gentleman who had recently willed a large sum of money to

words per minute,

a copy of a July 1914 Mother

from 1893— notes which said that

Goldman did not call

100 words



interesting Very few Goldman
and Berkman
Outside the courthouse A
military band was on hand, and every time the band would play

the national anthem, everyone in court was commanded to rise,

and the Goldman

and Berkman Any of their supporters who
refused to rise were forcibly thrown out of the courtroom.

What Goldman and the
closing statement, when they could both openly speak their
minds, Berkman spoke for two hours:unchecked by the judge.

first, lack of governmental evidence againstexposing the
them, then giving an explanation of anarchism. Goldmanand
spoke for the suppression of democracy. Whenabout
the the totrial concluded, Judge Mayer sent

all but saying that they were to return a guiltydeliberate,
Judge Mayer thenverdict. they didThis

sentenced each of the two defendants to two years in j and

Atlantathetobe sent$10,000 tofine .a

Penitentiary inthe MissouriGoldman to
judge ordered the federal attorney toJefferson City. The

the Department oftrial tothetranscripts ofsend the
both Berkman andwith his recommendation thatImmigration,

18Goldman be deported at the end of their prison terms.
notGoldman and Berkman wereIn

616-623.18 Living My Life, pp.Goldman,
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soldiers present would stand at attention.

an hour

a recruiting station was erected.

jurors out

as what was happening inside.

supporters were admitted to the proceedings.

remained seated.

Berkman was

their anti-war stand,

Berkman were waiting for was

in 39 minutes.



of patriotism.voices crying out againstalone, two

and many of theanti-war campaigns,active inMany were
conservat ive,Side Jews ,The Eastactivists Jews .were

found themselves actively opposing1 iber al radical,or
each toand preparedness, amilitarism,conscription,

Goldman and Alexander Berkman weredifferent Emmaextent.
Italian, and English speakers at aof Yiddish,hostamong a

the East Side in MayNo-Conscription League meeting held on
the Forward building onatLeague would meetThe

Events of theCurrentCommitteethedid onoccasion, as

Dressmakers Union for theirandLadies 1 Waist

who were part ofjust the immigrant massesIt was not

Felix Adler,Jews such asProminentthe movements.peace
Jacob H.Emil G. Hirsch, Henry Morgenthau,Felix Frankfurter,

and Stephen S. Wise belonged to theWald,Schiff, Lillian D.
the American NeutralArmaments,LimittoAmerican League

and theCommittee,Conference
MilitaryVersusWise spoke on

Wald's Henry StreetAppeal to the Nation."Preparedness: An
A numberfor pacifist activities.Settlement became a center

declarationand aconvened there,o f conferences were
issued.Shall Last" wasthatPeacethe"Towardsentitled

Wars,
KTAV

20 69.Ibid. , P-
21 65.Ibid. , P-
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__  Vol.l: 
the Russian

(1914-45),(New York:
Inc. 1974,) p.336.

war."20

1917.19

"War against

The 
Revolutions of 1917 and Communism
Publishing House,

Peace Society of Chicago.21

a sea



signed by Wald, Wise, Jane Addams, host of other
participants, Brandeis and
Felix Frankfurter assisted at several of the Settlement

meetings. Wald and Wise were active on the Anti-Preparedness

Committee, Goldman and

Berkman have been in the radical camp with their viewsmay
and methods, but they found companionship with most of the

non-radical Jews were in support
of the On this particularendeavors against conscription.

issue, many fellow Jews.Goldman's views were supported by

22 67.

23 69.Ibid., P-
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its chairperson.23

Jewish and non-Jewish.22 Louis D.

Wald serving as

and a

Ibid., p.

Jewish socialists. Likewise,



SECTION THREE: EXILE FROM AMERICA AND THE RUSSIAN EXPERIENCE
CHAPTER EIGHT:

Although Berkman and Goldman immediately escortedwere

to their respective penitentiaries, they found themselves

free just two weeks later. Lawyer Harry Weinberger had
succeeded in getting Supreme Court Justice Louis D. Brandeis
to sign an application appealing the case against the two, as

well the against Louis Kramer and Morris Becker.as case

Goldman and Berkman were released on bail, but their freedom
brought problems for Berkman. On July 22, a bomb1916,new

had exploded at a Preparedness Parade in San Francisco. Labor
in an attempt bybeing set up as the culprits,

industrial Berkman had spokento squash their power.owners
up in support of those arrested, using his own magazine, the

Berkman's exposure of theBlast, as a vehicle for his outcry.
it difficult for the San Francisco prosecutorsframe-up made

the fabrication against the fiveto close the case,
his wifethe Molder's Union;defendants— Thomas Mooney of

and Shoepresident of the BootRena ; Billings,Warren K.

Edward D. Nolan of the Machinist's Union; andWorker's Union;

the Jitney Busexecutive board ofIsrael Weinberg of the
Union1— Berkmanincluded charges that wasOperators’

Chamber of Commerce and theThecrime.theconnected with
forNew YorkofStatetheaskeddistrict attorney had

to California to stand trial.permission to extradite Berkman

578-79.1 Living My Life, pp.Goldman,
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THE DEPORTATION OF EMMA GOLDMAN 
AND ALEXANDER BERKMAN

leaders were

and so



Now that Berkman was free on appeal, they urgently sought his

extradition. The United Hebrew Trades Berkman1stocame

defense, rallying labor to support him against the obvious

falsehood. Meetings were held,
interviews, and conferences, The radical Yiddish presspress

all out in championing Berkman’s cause. Shaul Yanovsky,went

editor of the Freie Arbeiter St imme, and Abraham Cahan,
editor of the Forward, spoke tirelessly against the proposed
injustice. A special group of Yiddish poets and writers was
organized, Sholom Asch and Abrahamand notables such as

Raisin spoke at theatre fundraisers. At one such event Shaul

Yanovsky spoke Berkman’s behalf. United States Marshalon
Thomas D. McCarthy, having decided that Goldman’s freedom of

forbade her from addressingspeech needed curtailed,beto
the Yanovsky remarked in his address,crowd.

too stupid to realize that her voice will now carry farEmma,
••2beyond the walls of this theatre. Goldman rose toAt that,

the platform, having stuffed a handkerchief in her mouth.

Max Pine and M.the unions was effective.The work of
3Firestone of the United Hebrew Trades asked Morris Hillquit ,

attorney and candidate for the New York mayorala socialist
inWhitmanGovernordelegation toseat , head seeto a

than 100 labor representativesRochester.

2 635.Ibid., P-
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. old acquaintance 
early 1890's

Berkman’s and 
three would 

Morris'
of

• j when all 
and socialist meetings.

3 Hillquit was an 
Goldman’s, from the < 
frequent Jewish anarchist 
name then was Hilkowich.

"He has gagged

Hillquit and more

as were theatre benefits,



received by the Governor, whose reaction was favorable.were

When Whitman requisitioned the records of the case, the San

Franc i sco district attorney responded that the Berkman
extradition would not be pursued at that time. To release the
records would only confirm that the trial was a fraud and the
evidence against Berkman nonexistent.
against Berkman was dropped.4

But one stroke of legal luck was all Berkman and Goldman
were afforded. The Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality
of the Conscription Law and refused to grant them a re-trial.
On February 5, 1918 the two were re-committed to prison. For
Berkman, prison was exceedingly hard labor. He had complained
about the beating death of black prisoner by a prisona
guard, and for this he was placed in solitary confinement for
almost food rations,given limited ande i ght months,

mistreated. subjected to the worse punishment of theHe was
Atlanta prison: 1/2- by 4 1/2- foot hole designed to2a
gradually suffocate the prisoner. He survived by lying flat

groove where thefloor with his mouth close to thetheon

door closed. wasHe

broken.5 experience was much better, although theGoldman1s

5 698-99.Living My Life, pp.Goldman,
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Eventually the case

4 The trial proceedings were finally investigated by 
Federal investigators, but not until Mooney had been 
sentenced to death and Billings had been sentenced to life 
imprisonment. Rena Mooney, Nolan and Weinberg were acquitted, 
Weinberg's acquittal coming after the jury had deliberated 
all of three minutes. In 1918, Mooney’s sentence was reduced 
to life imprisonment.

endured his sentence but his health



a

fifty-year-old She endured her time by reading,woman.

to inmates.

Under the newly-passed Espionage Act, two other political

incarcerated after her, and the opportunity

for intellectual discussion with them was uplifting.

But

her dear sister Helena, with whom she had remained close, had

enlisted in the Army.

safety of gifted violinist who had been trainedDavid, a
abroad. Goldman continually tried to cheer Helena. But there

learned that David had
died 1918,in 15,

before that GoldmanIt was

returned upon her prison release one year later.
February and October uprisings in RussiaNews theof

but sheinterested notSheGoldman. was

supported their work in leading the people in the Revolution.

1917 throughNovemberrespite from prison,During her

February 1918, she had toured the United States in defense of
Bolshevism, her rhetoric reflecting the view she had espoused

theAboutTruthFebruary 1917 pamphlet,her

speeches ofread theshocked toBolsheviki.” She was

6 674.
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"The

Armistice Day.6

writing letters— although she and Berkman were not allowed

consoling Helena when it was

occupy Goldman’s thoughts. Her nephew David Hochstein, son of

daily shop work of sewing was physically draining for

one monththe Argonne forest on October

Ibid., p.

criminals were

Helena was sick with worry about the

was no

there was much going on in the outside world to

correspond— and by socializing with the other

to Helena

a Bolshevik,



Catherine Breshkovskaya, who had returned theto United

Babushka, with whom she and niece

Stella had worked in 1905,

democracy, and criticizing the conditions in Russia, and the
Bo 1sheviki. It inconceivable Goldman.to Since thewas

beginning of the Revolut ion, socialist and anarchist

acquaintances of hers had returned to Russia. The thought of

going back had crossed Goldman’s mind, but the anti-wartoo,

campaign kept her in the United States. "When the news of the

the world," she wrote in

the preface in Russia, "I longed toMy Disillusionmentto
hasten land which had performed the miracle and hadto the
freed her people age-old yoke of Tsarism.from the But
America held The thought of 30 years of struggle for myme.

ideals, made it impossible toof friends and associates,my

The Bolshevik! were not particularly fond
of but the two groups had cooperated duringthe anarchists,
the the Allies attacked the Soviets, theRevolution. When

verbally to their defense. But the
paranoia in the United States against anything less than pro-

this was evidentAmericanism made this a dangerous position;
hadMitchell Palmerin General A.the raids Attorney

institutions of "questionable loyalty." Ininstituted on
thousands of dissidents were being arrested in theaddition.

which had severely limited thethe Espionage Act,ofname

7 Go 1 dman, My Disillusionment in Russia, p. 2.
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tear myself away."7

a speaking tour.

February Revolution flashed across

was hailing Wilson and American

American anarchists rose

States on



parameters of free speech. Eastern European immigrants seemed
to be the most suspect in the eyes of the government.

Among those group of comrades. Mollie

Ste imer, Jacob Schwartz , Jacob Abrams, Samuel Lipman, and

Hyman Lachowsky were arrested for handing out pamphlets which

decried American involvement in Russia. Each was severely
beaten and assaulted under police interrogation. Schwartz
died in prison from his injuries before the trial began, but
the other young men were sentenced to 20 years imprisonment.
Mollie Steimer sentenced to They were15 years. to bewas
deported at the end of their terms. Goldman had never met the

group before but reports reached her of the intelligence and

Goldman's lawyer,of Harry Weinberger,Steimer.courage was
defending the young people. Goldman added her support to the

first people to greetof theand Steimergroup, was one
Goldman New York after her prisonwhen returnedshe to

used her police savvy to obtain visitingrelease. Goldman
privileges for Steimer during an interim imprisonment which

penitentiary term.’ The friendship thatpreceded Steimer's
grew between the two women— during this period of political
suppression in the United States— continued throughout their
lives, when they both lived in Russia and abroad.

sentencesand Berkman had their two-yearBoth Goldman
because of good behavior.reduced months,to 20

payment of the $10,000 fine. On Septembermonth was added, as

released toleft the Missouri Penitentiary,28, 1919 Goldman
theyher niece Stella. Except for an interim stop in Chicago,
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arrested was a

One more



headed to Rochester be with Goldman’s family.to Goldman’s
relationship with her family had grown stronger and stronger.

She wrote:

ii

me.

her 81-year-old mother:

the woman whoinfinitely proud of her mother,Goldman was
shroud manufacturer by organizing aruined a

8 687.Go1dman, Living My Life, p.
9 696.Ibid., P-
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"She was in poor health, but still busy with her charity 
interests, and she was the moving spirit in the numerous 
lodges to which she belonged... always strong and self- 
assertive, Mother had, since Father's death, become a 
veritable autocrat. No statesman or diplomat excelled her in 
wit, shrewdness, and force of character, Whenever I visited 
Rochester, Mother had new conquests to report. For years the 
orthodox Jews of the city had discussed the need of an 
orphanage and a home for the indigent aged. Mother did not 
waste words; she located two sites, purchased them on the 
spot, and for months canvassed the Jewish neighbourhood for 
contributions to pay off the mortgage and build the 
institutions the others had only talked about. There was no 
prouder queen than Mother on the opening day of the new 
orphanage. She invited me to 'come and speak a piece' on the 
great occasion. I had once told her that my aim was to enable 
the workers to reap the fruit of their labours, and every 
child to enjoy our social wealth. A mischievous twinkle had 
come into her still sparkling eyes as she replied: 'Yes, my 
daughter, that is all very good for the future; but what is 
to become of our orphans now, and the old and decrepit who 
are alone in the world? Tell me that.' And I had no answer."9

My own family's affection for me had grown with the 
years. Sister Lena had blossomed out like a flower in her 
love for me. Her life, filled with hardships and pain, might 
have corroded the heart of many another woman. But Lena had 
become more gentle and understanding... It made me remorseful 
to think of the poor affection I had given her in the past. 
My old mother also had come very close to me of late years. 
She kept sending me gifts, things made by her own trembling 
hands. Her birthday letter, written in Yiddish, was filled 
with affection for her most wayward child."8

Upon her return to Rochester, Goldman had this to say about



dry-goods andowner to producea

affordable burial shrouds.
proud of her daughter. When asked to be seated after she had
spoken for too long at lodge meeting,a

replied,

my daughter Emma Goldman from speaking, and a fine chance you

have shut up!"10to make her mother Before
Rochester, Taube gave to Emma those possessions she valued so

Goldman and Berkman were both aware that their release
from prison meant that they would now face deportation. Anti­
Russian sentiment was running high, and the United States was
not all other Europeangranting political amnesty, as

Goldman had known since 1909 that the United
States collecting evidence in togovernment was

deport her; at that time they had stripped Jacob Kershner of

his citizenship— although he was already dead— a way ofas

rescinding the citizenship that Goldman enjoyed by virtue of
Even before her prison release

completing its case.
the head of the General Intelligenceletter, Edgar Hoover,J.

Department of Justice,Division for the

10 697.Ibid., P-

less than
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11 In the preface 
Goldman states that 
terrorized Kershner's 
took his citizenship papers he had been in the U.S. 
five years, and that he was under 21 years of age.

the government was

"The whole United States Government could not stop
the elderly woman

to My Disillusionment in Russia, 
the police had either bribed or 

aged parents to testify that when he

an effort

stated the case.

And Taube Goldman was infinitely

her brief marriage to him.11

countries had.

team of women sewers

In an August 23, 1919

Goldman left

much: her charity organization medals.



Whi le Berkman had admitted to being an alien, Goldman had

claimed citizenship by husband’s and her

father’s citizenship. The Department of Labor had reviewed
the few times, but Assistant Secretary Louis F. Post
had concluded that there was not enough evidence to warrant

Hoover requesting that the Bureau ofwas
Immigrat ion search their files for adequate material upon
which to deport Goldman,12 whom he at one time had termed the
n most dangerous woman in America. it Hoover was in the process
of advancing his career by implementing a government plan to
deport foreign radicals, using the Immigration Act, approved
in 1918 , and the Alien Exclusion Act. A post-World War I,

anti-radical hysteria was gripping the United States; within
two Mitchell Palmer had arrested
5,000 people, ransacked countless homes and offices,and

13including the offices of Mother Earth and the I.W.W.
Berkman had no intention of fighting the deportation. He

He read the followingrefused federal hearing.to
defenses of democracy— tostatement— finesttheofone

officials of the United States Federal Immigration Service at

the Atlanta Penitentiary, upon his release from prison.

It

13 i»£mma Go 1 dman Exhibit,11 Emma Goldman Papers Project.
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Edgar Hoover, Department of Justice, 
as displayed at the "Emma Goldman

Letter from J.
Creighton,

Emma Goldman Papers Project.

"The purpose of 
’attitude of mind.1 
with my actions,

12 
to a Mr. 
Exhibit,"

the present hearing is to determine my 
It does not admittedly, concern itself 

past or present. It is purely an inquiry

attend a

case a

years Attorney General A.

virtue of her



into

Goldman was emotionally torn about the course of action

she should take. She felt she could fight deportation and
win. Yet, Berkman was going to be deported.

and there to be fought. Thebattle two of them hadwas no

long talked ando f Russia, thatreturning to thenow
and the Soviet Union was a reality, they

could Goldman wastheir homeland.offer Butmuch toso
She had spent her lifeentrenched in Unitedthe States.

traveling the country, and had thousands of acquaintances. If
cared for the country she never would have foughtshe hadn’t

to becould not bearhard sheliberties. Butfor itsso
The vision of going to Russia togetherparted from Berkman.

Overarching theselured her.to work with the masses
considerations, the issue of deportation seemed like a dream.

later, "It did not seem credible then that AmericaShe wrote

P-
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He was an alien

my views and opinions.
"I deny the right of anyone-- individually or 

collectively— to set up an inquisition of thought. Thought
is, or should be, free. My social views and political 
opinions are my personal concern. I owe no one responsibility 
for them. Responsibility begins only with the effects of 
thought expressed in action. Not before. Free thought, 
necessarily involving freedom of speech and press, I may 
tersely define thus: no opinion a law— no opinion a crime. 
For the government to attempt to control thought, to 
prescribe certain opinions or proscribe others, is the height 
of despotism.

"This proposed hearing is an invasion of my conscience. 
I therefore refuse, most emphatically, to participate in
it. "14

Revolution was over

14 Richard and Anna Maria Drinnon, ed., Nowhere at Home: 
Letters from Exile of Emma Goldman and Alexander—Berkman 
10.



would stoop Tsaristic method of deportation.1,15to the Her
deportation hearing was held in New York on October 27, 1919.
The following is an excerpt from her statement.

informedGoldman and Berkman were1919On December 3,

The FederalDecember 5 .that surrenderthey were to on

by thehad ordered their deportation,Department of Labor
the assistant secretary who hadsignature of Louis F. Post,

15 My Disillusionment in Russia, p. 1.Goldman,
16 10-11.Drinnon, pp.
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of 
in

"At the very outset of this hearing I wish to register 
my protest against these star-chamber proceedings, whose very 
spirit is nothing less than a revival of the ancient days of 
the Spanish Inquisition or the more recently defunct Third 
Degree system of Czarist Russia.

"This star-chamber hearing is, furthermore, a denial 
the insistent claim on the part of the government that 
this country we have free speech and free press...

"Every human being is entitled to hold any opinion that 
appeals to her or him without making herself or himself 
liable to persecution. Ever since I have been in this 
country— and I have lived here practically all my life— it 
has been dinned into my ears that under the institutions of 
this alleged democracy one is entirely free to think and feel 
as he pleases. What becomes of this sacred guarantee of 
freedom of thought and conscience when persons are being 
persecuted and driven out for the very motives and purposes 
for which the pioneers who built up this country laid down 
their lives?

"Under the mask of the anti-anarchist law every 
criticism of a corrupt administration, every attack on 
governmental abuse, every manifestation of sympathy with the 
struggle of another country in the pangs of a new birth- in 
short, every free expression of untrammeled thought may be 
suppressed utterly, without even the semblance of an 
unprejudiced hearing or a fair trial. It is for these reasons 
chiefly, that I strenuously protest against this despotic law 
and its star-chamber methods of procedure. I protest against 
the whole spirit underlying it- the spirit of an 
irresponsible hysteria, the result of the terrible war, and 
of the evil tendencies of bigotry and persecution and 
violence which are the epilogue of five years of 
bloodshed. . . 1116



previously not found any grounds for deportation. They were

locked Ellis Island. Goldman was assigned toup on a room
with Ethel Bernstein and Dora Lipkin, who were arrested at a
meeting of the Union of Russian Workers. Ethel thewas
girlfriend of Samuel Lipman, one of the young men with Mollie
Steimer, serving 20 years in prison. The government
had dropped their charge of criminal anarchy against Ethel,
but she to be deported just the though herwas same, even
entire family in the United States. inwas
Russia, and did not know Russian. Dora and Ethel kept watch
from their at night Goldman wrote a pamphlet aboutroom as
deportation, and a farewell letter to her friends. Both were

smuggled out of the prison.

deplorable.Condi t ions Island TheEllis wereon

fed abominable food, andcrowded into rooms,
treated social that1 ike felons. But wrongone
Goldman and Berkman did not have time to right. At midnight

the emigrants were awakened and told to packon December 20,
Confusiontheir belongings. They were herded into a corridor.

the group had been promised reviewsMany ofwas everywhere.
indecision renderedof their orcases,

Immigrationbe deported.the i r all toYet werecase .

officials had told many of the detainees that no deportations

in aThe detainees wereafter Christmas.would untiloccur
and,the organizer, Berkman organized the men,panic. Ever

succeeding inisland commissioner,prevailing upon the
friendsto telegraph, at their own expense,allowing the men
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had not yet had a

She knew no one

emigrants were

who was

this was



and family for money and necessary items. The
island officials
time for replies, yet when the
money collected, the entire group was moved out.

At 4 December 21 , 1919 , 249 deportees,a . m . , some
including Morris Becker, plus Emma Goldman and Alexander
Berkman, marched through deep snow to the barge thatwere
transported them to the SS Buford, an old Spanish-American

War transport that had been discarded as unsafe.

It was the beginning of

Berkman. letter,friends received writtenTheir
just hours before their deportation, and smuggled off Ellis

Island. It read, in part:

17 717.
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to 
the

faith in the American people, 
is borne in upon them what 

once i 
With Samson strength they will pull down 

Confident in

the American 
clearly than our ardent work of thirty 

that liberty in America has been 
and life
We know 

the masters 
promising land, the people will rise

old truism which most of you 
who ascends to the greatest

a life of exile for both Goldman and

"Through the porthole I could see the great city 
receding in the distance, its sky-line of buildings traceable 
by their rearing heads. It was my beloved city, the 
metropolis of the New World. It was America, indeed America 
repeating the terrible scenes of tsarist Russia! I glanced 
up- the Statue of Liberty!"17

Go1dman, Living My Life, p.

"Do not be sad about our forced departure. Rather 
rejoice with us that our common enemies, prompted by fear and 
stupidity, have resorted to this mad act of driving political 
refugees out of the land. This act must ultimately lead to 
the undoing of the madmen themselves. For now 
people will see more 
years could prove to them, 
sold into bondage, that justice has been outraged, 
made cheap and ugly.

"We have great 
that once the truth 
have made of this 

the situation.
rotten structure of the capitalist regime, 

this, we leave with joy in our hearts...
"Dear friends, it is an 

have surely experienced: He

last wire was sent and the

a farewell

in New York

assured the men that there would be ample



18 12-13.Drinnon, pp.
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heights of faith is often hurled into the depths of doubt. We 
have known the ecstasy of the one and the torture of the 
other. If we have not despaired utterly, it is because of the 
boundless love and devotion of our friends. That has been our 
sustaining, our inspiring power. Few fighters in the struggle 
for human freedom have known such beautiful comradeship. If 
we have been among the most hated, reviled, and persecuted, 
we have also been the most beloved. What greater tribute to 
one's integrity can one wish?

"Be of good cheer, beloved comrades. Our enemies are 
fighting a losing battle. They are of the dying past. We are 
of the glowing future. Fraternally and joyously,

Emma Goldman Alexander Berkman."18



SECTION THREE:
CHAPTER NINE:

Emma Goldman’s dream of seeing a new order in Russia was

rooted in her childhood in St. Petersburg. From the time she

had the Tsar ' s troops oppressing the Nihilists,seen she
longed for day when the Russiaa
would throw off the yoke of Tsarism and be able liveto

equitably. the preface to My DisillusionmentIn in Russia,

Goldman explains that she never expected that anarchism would

replace Tsar ism; couldn1t immediately followanarchism

centuries of despotism. Russia was in need of a revolution to

bring about long-term goal.Anarchism wassocial change. a

nor did she ideologically agreea communist,
with they had brought about the 1917the Bolshevik!. But

the anarchists and Bolshevik! had set asideRevolution, and

differences to unite in the common cause of overthrowing the

Goldman1905SinceTsar the Menshevik!.and, subsequently,

the dream, ofand Berkman had spoken of being

returning to Russia and helping the oppressed peasant masses

this dream thatItestablish egalitarian system. wasan

and inspiredcushioned the blow of deportation for Goldman,
in Matushkaarrivalherher to

Rosslya, Mother Russia.

GoldmanBerkman spent 22 months in Russia.Goldman and
novel, Myherinthe experienceaboutwrote detai 1in

The book, originally published inDisillusionment in Russia.
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EXILE FROM AMERICA AND THE RUSSIAN EXPERIENCE
RUSSIA 1919-1921

Goldman was not

common men and women of

a part of



the mid 1920’s,
My Two Years in Russia, the original publisher omitted the
last 1 2 chapters and Goldman’s afterward, and changed the

title. furious, claiming that
would indicate to

disillusionment.1 took Goldman almost two years to fullyIt
accept that the Revolution, and the reality of the Soviet

state created, two separate phenomena, even thoughwere

she began witness evidence of this reality from herto
arrival. observations were both political and social.Her
This brief her experiences in Russia will focusofaccount

for the socialformer,than thethe latter rathermore on
insight into the general politicalconditions anserve as

Goldman and Berkman were welcomed to Petrograd, the St.
A pre-war city of two millionPetersburg of Goldman’s youth.

fuel and food hadruination and shortages ofpeople, war
affected and now

thewith the Secretary ofGoldman’s first friendship was

Communist Party of Petrograd Zorin, and his wife. They lived

fashionable pre-revolution hotel that hadat the Astoria, a

apartments for the party members of Petrograd.become the new

Thefor Goldman was arranged there.A room
of the first insights for Goldmanit was called, became one

1 Living My Life, p.953.Goldman,
124

"disillus ionment”

"First House," as

Goldman was
readers that she was disappointed in the

was the victim of a publishing mishap. Titled

Revolution, when it was Bolshevik communism that had been the

it was home to 500,000 people.



that all not equitable. The rations provided forwas the

Commun i s t membersparty much better than otherswere

received, and those who worked at the First House, while

called really servants. Goldman blamed thewere
inequity the Allied Blockade of supplies to Russia. Theon
Bolshevik! must be doing the best they can in the face of the
blockade, she rationalized. And her rationalization was
supported by the Communists she questioned about her
observation. Yet, she couldn’t help notice that the children
of the Party attended the best schools,members and the

townspeople the headquarters of the Petro-Sovietoutside
stood in lines for hours to secure food. There was nothing to
be had in the storefronts that she passed by.

contacted by anarchists after she had beenGoldman was
in They invited her toRussia weeks.for ofnumber aa

meeting. She was shocked to find that the meeting was held in
The anarchists spoke aboutback ofsecret, in the

Goldman wasthe betrayal of the Revolution by the Bolsheviki.

listening to accounts ofdumfounded for hoursshe satas
speech and thought by the Tchekists (thesuppression of

the imprisonment of workers and peasants,communist police,)

the Trotsky—ordered raid of the anarchist offices in Moscow,

2 Zorin had told Goldman thatthe executions without hearings.

nearly empty and that capital punishment hadthe prisons were
heard shots at night from thebeen she hadabolished. Yet

2 735.Ibid. , P-
125

"comrades,”

a house.



Tcheka pr i son. She could not sort informationtheout

presented by Zorin and the Communists, nor could she believe

the anarchists 1 She spokeaccounts. Berkman.to The
anarchists must with unrealistic
expectations , he convinced her . The Bolsheviki were

the fear of counter-revolutionaries, and the White Generals
who still attacked. For the safety and good of the country,
it would be necessary to understand the difficult position of
the Bolsheviki and Get out of the First
House, the anarchists had prodded her. Live with the people

and see the truth.

SheGo 1 dman inwent to was asee
watchmaker 1s shop in Petrograd when a soldier entered and
asked the proprietor in Yiddish if he would like to purchase
50 pounds of tea.
he conducting illegal business in the open,worried about

The Tcheka knows about this, heGoldman inquired of the man.
and receives a percentage from both the seller andreplied,

the buyer. Goldman rationalized that graft must be the by­
In the Moscow market,three years of hardship.product of

people were absorbed with getting their daily food. Everyone

for"speculators"selling everything,was
selling illegally. Nothing had changed since the days of the

3 Ibid.
17.Disillusionment in Russia, p.4 Goldman, My
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"the people."

to support them.3

risking arrest as

be disgruntled old men,

instituting harsh measures because of the Allied blockade,

The proprietor accepted the offer. Wasn’t



Tsar , the told her,peasants its just

today than yesterday.5

The Moscow Anarchist Conference, held in March 1920,

confirmed the ofstories the Petrograd anarchists. The
anarchists particularly outstanding in the Revolution:were

they had led the Kronstadt sailors’ uprising, they were often
the front 1ines. They had helped the Bolshevik! intoon

Trotsky and Zinoviev had achieved power,Once Lenin,power.
they had turned against the anarchists. Anarchists had been

The conference created apersecuted. killed and imprisoned.

resolution demanding the release of imprisoned anarchists.

thereLenin maintained thathimmeet But were nosoon.

anarchists in Soviet prisons.
searching for meaningful work in Russia,Goldman was

to totallybut not ready to become a Party member,she was

The Bolsheviki respectedally herself with the Bolsheviki.

and so they treatedtheir work abroad,her and Berkman for

the pair courteously, encouraging their participation but not

becameThe twothe Party.forcing their acceptance of

the bureaucracy andbutinvolved number of projects,in a

Theygovernment frustrated each cause.the

worked with the Commission for Resettling American Deportees.
of the deporteesthe restRussia,After inthree months

Goldmanstill not been settled.Buford hadaboard the SS

5 Ibid, 25.P-
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Goldman vowed to discuss the matter with Lenin, as she was to

a different master



I

wrote,

Did Goldman realize that within these words she was writing

about herself? thousand new deporteesOne expected inwere

two weeks. to

them.greet Goldman— through much bribery with chocolate,
cigars, and condensed milk— obtained three old buildings.

enlisted workers them cleaned and inhabitable,to have and
tn the end it wasfound linens, dishes and other essentials.

d i scovered arriving trains contained Russianthat the
prisoners-of-war The buildingsnot deportees.from Germany,

in any way.locked and not putwere up,
7expended was simply wasted.

agreed toto Zorin,favorGoldman and Berkman, aas
aristocraticnumber of nice,restoration oftheoversee a

for workers. Goldman began cookinghomes into homesrest
only to find that the Bolshevik staffmeals for the workers,

inportions. The workers,eating the workers*members were

andGoldmandoing shoddy work.retribution,angry were

Berkman fell out of favor with Zorin when Berkman refused to

bourgeois victims of the Revolution whoevict old teachers,

6 Ibid., 39.P-
7 41-42.Ibid., pp.
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"They were a sorry lot— those men who had come to Russia 
with such high hopes, eager to render service to the 
revolutionary people. Most of them were skilled workers, 
mechanics— men Russia needed badly; but the cumbersome 
Bolshevik machine and general inefficiency made it a very 
complex matter to put them to work."6

to use

Berkman was dispatched to the Latvian border

The energy



V

penniless,were now the homes.

They from the project.removedwere

opened, with the heavy suspicion that the only workers they

would house would be Party workers. 8

Yet another project dissolved before them. Through

Zorin 1s suggestion, Berkman planned a city-wide system of

cafeterias, designed to eliminate food waste and provide

healthy meals for workers. Zinoviev approved of the plan,
promising support. But bureaucracy blocked the plan on every
level, finally telling the two that wholesome cafeterias were

really the pair's1ow-pr ior i ty item. Ita was

"bourgeois sentimentality" that caused them to think that

nice such crucialcafeterias important atshould be a
t ime . 9 led Goldman toThese events

comment:

Permanent work found them five months after they reached

They accepted positions to join a documentSoviet soil.

thePetrograd Museum ofthegathering expedition for
Revolution. 111 had hoped for

8 Ibid., p. 44.

9 Living My Life, pp.777-78.Goldman,
10 Goldman, My

129

character, 
the basis of a

"I had come to realize that the Communists believed 
implicitly in the Jesuitic formula that the end justifies all 
means. . . Any suggestion of the value of human life, quality 
of character, the importance of revolutionary integrity as 

new social order was repudiated as ’bourgeois 
’ which had no place in the revolutionary 

scheme of things.”10

a more vital share in Russia’s

Disillusionment in Russia, p. 70.

and more

who were living in some of
The rest homes were



life than the collecting of historic material,” Goldman

wrote, "still, consideredI it andvaluable necessary

work. ”11 and meant that they

could tour Russia. Using a railroad car equipped with plates

and linens from the the

deposed Tsar, the expedition was comprised of six workers:

Berkman;

Shako1, the secretary of the Museum and an anarchist; and

three others,
to gather data from the Departments of Education and Health,

bureaucratic delays, the expedition began in mid-July 1920,
heading into the Ukraine.

The Ukraine was home to the greatest percentage of Jews
particularly Kiev in the North and Odessa in thein Russia,

Goldman met Jews in a number of cities and towns. OnlySouth.

writ ingpoint ofmakeshehandful dido f times aa

But inspecifically about these encounters in Living My Life.

written immediately after herMy Disi1lusionment in Russia,
few years before her autobiography,exit

Jewishmeetings withlength aboutGoldman wrote at

intelligentsia, and Jewish pogrom victims.
anti-Semitism.itsforwell-knownThe Ukraine was

Ukrainians were anti-Semitic, came

11 76.
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Goldman inquired about the condition upon
the reply, but many of the

The position was non-partisan,

including a Jewish communist. Goldman’s job was

the Bureaus of Social Welfare, and Labor Distribution. After

from Russia and a

Ibid., pg.

Goldman, the treasurer and housekeeper; Alexandra T.

storerooms of the Winter Palace of

their arrival. The



I

Ukrainian Bolsheviki were not. There was anti-Semitism in the

north too— not in
the Red Army.
hands of the White Army. Moscow, in fact,

But the pogroms had happened,
of the attacks were readily visible.scars When the

expedition arrived in Fastov, Goldman noted that there were

only women in the marketplace. She wrote:

eyes.

Goldman, Berkman, Shatov, the Jewish communist with the

expedition. and Henry Alsberg, a Jewish American journalist

who had temporarily joined the expedition, were taken to the

synagogue and the townspeople began to talk. The worst pogrom

had been White ArmyDenikin of the inled by General

September of In eight days,just 10 months before.1919 ,

4,000 people died of wounds

and had died of hunger and exposureshock. Another 7,000
The greater part of the city hadtrying to

been burned or otherwise destroyed. Many older Jews had been

trapped in the synagogue, tortured, and murdered. The younger

13 Goldman, My Disillusionment In Russia, p. 130.
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1 2 Goldman, Living My Life, p. 809. Perhaps ’'Moscow" was 
trying to prevent anti-Semitic violence because Trotsky 
(formerly Lev Bronstein) and Zinoviev were Jewish.

prevent anti—Jewish pogroms. 12

But in the Ukraine, the pogroms had been at the
just the Ukraine— and it was prevalent

were killed and thousands more

was trying to

ones were driven to the public square and slaughtered. Women

"I was struck by the strange expression in their
They did not look you full in the face; they stared past you 
with a dumb, hunted animal expression. We told the women we 
had heard many terrible pogroms had taken place in Fastov and 
we wished to get data on the subject to be sent to America to 
enlighten them on the condition of the Ukrainian Jews."13

and the

escape to Kiev.



of all ages were raped, many in front of their male relatives

held captive to view the violation. Not a woman was

untouched.14left Goldman met formera
lawyer, who had saved many Jews. He read to her his diary of

the pogroms. facts and dates,

terrible in its unadorned objectivity. It was the soul cry of

people continuously violated and tortured and livinga in

daily fear of Thenew Jews of

pro-Bolshevik because there had been no pogroms
since the Revolution. Goldman comments that the Bolshevik! do

free from ii that worst of all Russianseem curses, pogroms
against Jews. We pray for Lenin, the old men had informed
her. Why not also Trotsky and Zinoviev,

Yehudim, they do not need to be praised for helping their own
people. for helping the Jews heBut so
deserved praise. While in Fastov, she collected letters which
the to relatives in the United States. TheJews would write

townspeople would crowd onto their railroad car with letters

bearing just touching to see"It wasthe outside.
the people’s deep faith that their relatives in America would

Goldman later recalled:

130-132.
15 Go1dman, My Disillusionment in Russia, p.131.

16 132 .

17 131 .

132

•» 16

"It

indignities and outrages."15

14 This account of the pogrom was compiled from 
Goldman’s accounts as written in Living My Life, pp. 82 2-825, 
and My Disillusionment in Russia, p.

save them.’’17

who were

a name on

Fastov were

Ibid., p.
Ibid., p.

a goy,Lenin was

a Gentile man,

she asked. They are

was a simple recital of



I

these people

and,

group visited the Jewish hospital.In Kiev, Goldman’s

Recently renamed the Soviet had been one of theClinic, it

theto the pride offamous hospitals in all Russia,most

local Jews who had built and maintained it. Kiev had changed

hands the fighting of the previous two yearstimes in14

between the White and Red armies. The only thing constant in

theconcluded Goldman,all the governmental changes, was
They were given the hospital'sthe Jews .pogroms against
the surgeon of the hospital, whohistory by Dr. Mandelstamm,
Jewish patients had been forcedCritically illJewish.was

the beds would be available for theout of the hospital so
Denikin's army had drivenfriends the reigning regime.of

they survived solely by thethem whereinto the streets,
mercy of the Gentile doctors.

18 824.Living My Life, p.Goldman,
19 828-29.Ibid., pp.
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"Their religious fervour was all these people had 
rescued from their hideous experiences, and in spite of all 
certainty that there was no Jehovah to hear them, I was 
strangely stirred by the tragic scene in the poverty-stricken 
synagogue in outraged and devastated Fastov. The Jews of 
America were more likely to answer their prayers, and, alas, 
neither Sasha nor I had access to them. All we could do was 
write about the dreadful pogroms. Excepting the Anarchist 
press, however, we had no assurance that any paper would 
publish our account. It would have been too cruel to tell 
these people that in America we were considered Ahasverus. We 
could make known their great tragedy only to the radical 
labour world and to our own comrades. But there was Henry 
[Alsberg] . He could do a great deal for these unfortunates 
and I was sure he would. Our fellow traveler had been with us 
six weeks and he had witnessed some heart-rending scenes. Yet 
I had never seen him so affected as in Fastov. . . it was true 
that his kind heart ached more when Jews were being 
persecuted, which in view of the fearful Denikin atrocities 
was not at all surprising."18

19 The group visited the victims



I

of the Fastov still in the hospital:pogrom ofa group
teenage girls who had been raped, and children still in shock

Besides witnessing the tragic circumstances of the Jews
in Russia, there also chance for meaningful dialoguewas a
with the more
gentleman named Latzke, the former Minister for Jewish
Affairs in the Rada, the Ukrainian National Assembly. He had
recently been given few copies of Mother Earth. Woulda

Goldman and Berkman with themeet Yiddishcome

the "Kulturliga"? An evening was arranged at
Latzke1s, and a variety of Jewishand he, Mandelstamm,Dr.

professionals theirvisitorsshared with their current

political butcommunists,None of thestances. group were

the Bolshevik regime for one simpledefenders ofmany were
things were better for the Jews under the Bolsheviki.reason:

been pogroms since the Bolsheviki took power,There had not
the dictatorship the Bolsheviki hadalthough favorednone

Goldman understood that their opinions were theinstituted.
fears which were understandable forresult of their fears,

anti-Semitic a place as the Ukraine. Butthose living in so
sheof the Kulturliga,unlike the men

Thesethe October upheaval into terms

felt that anti-Semitism was on the rise, and that if themen
the “wholesale slaughter of theBolsheviki overthrown,were

20 834.Ibid., P-
134

"could not translate

sophisticated elements. In Kiev, Goldman met a

from having witnessed the tortured deaths of their parents.

of Jew or Gentile."20



Jews undoubtedly follow. "21would
felt that anti-Semitism being advanced becausewas the

Bo1sheviki in The masses,were they argued, equatedpower.
the Communists with the ofJews . A large percentage
communists Jews,were
taxation, punishment, and the Tcheka. in anti­

Communist feelings, particularly in areas outside of Moscow,

being translated into anti-Semitism.was
to not favoring Jews, the Bolshevik!prove

arresting and punishing Jews for acts which the Gentileswere
could do with impunity. Cultural work was encouraged in the
Ukrainian language, for instance, but blocked in Yiddish. The

permitted to exist but its work was
hampered. The members understood this as being condemned to a
physical existence but a cultural death.22 This was not the
experience of the Yevkom, the Jewish Communist Section. They

supported by the government,were
spreading the blessings of proletariat dictatorship to the

Ukrainian Jews.

anti-Semitism.ofand this manifested inwas

21 139.

22 Ibid. , 139.P-
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Goldman’s reaction to the two factions was this:

dictatorship which was crushing the spirit of the Revolution,

Goldman, My Disillusionment in Russia, p.

that they were

Many of the younger men

In an attempt, then,

and the Communists were equated with

for they were seen as

"I felt that both Jewish factions took a purely 
nationalistic view of the Russian situation. I could well 
understand their personal attitude, the result of their own 
suffering and the persecution of the Jewish race. Still, my

The rise

the acts

Kulturliga itself was

Berkman debated that it was the Bolshevik



■

"23

agreed with their view,
many disagreed. but that the spirit of intellectual exchange

pleasant and supportive, and that the visit with thewas

Kulturliga was among the highlights of their stay in Kiev.
Goldman met Jews. She wrote:In Odessa too,

24

Jewish SocialBund, theGo 1dman o f themembermet a

Democratic organization, and this Bundist introduced her to a

perched onsanatorium,Dr. aLandesman.
he wasFurthermore,hillside overlooking the Black Sea. a

of Zionists that included HaimZionist, and part of a group

Landesmantwo visitors,Upon meeting theNachman Bialik.

andit was Rosh Hashana,informed Berkman and Goldman that

23 140-41 .

24 153.
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"...they had suffered many pogroms and were now living 
in constant terror of the repetition. But the will to live «

the Jews continued to trade as if nothing ha app

chief concern was the Revolution and its effect upon Russia 
as a whole. Whether the Bolshevik! should be supported or not 
could not depend merely on their attitude to the Jews and the 
Jewish question. The latter was surely a very vital and 
pressing issue, especially in the Ukraine; yet the general 
problem involved was much greater. It embraced the complete 
economic and social emancipation of the whole people of 
Russia, the Jews included... [The Bolshevik!] might be 
innocent of the pogroms against the Jews, but if they were 
pogroming the whole of Russia then they had failed in their 
mission as a revolutionary party. I was not prepared to say 
that I had reached a clear understanding of all the problems 
involved, but my experience so far led me to think that it 
was the basic Bolshevik conception of the Revolution which 
was false, its practical application necessarily resulting in 
the great Russian catastrophe of which the Jewish tragedy was 
but a minor part."23

Ibid., pp.

Goldman and Berkman found that some

Ibid., p.

Landesman ran a



should be delighted to have them celebrate with his

f ami ly . Goldman replied that, while they had been unaware

that the New Year, they "were Jews enough to wantwas to
spend the holiday with him. "25

meeting for Goldman and Berkman
with some of the Zionists, Bialik included. One of the guests
had conducted

The man had visited 72

popular notion— that the pogroms during 1918-1921 under the
various Ukrainian governments, were

the Tsars.26under like the rest of the Zionists and theHe,
young men in Kiev, agreed that, while no pogroms had occurred
under the Bolsheviki, the anti-Jewish sentiments arising

under the Bolsheviki would lead to a massive slaughtering of

Jews

the Tsarist regime. Under theof

Bolsheviki, infected all sectors of theanti-Semitism had

and intelligentsia.populat ion: peasants,the workers,
Berkman argued with there had been nothe investigator:

this pointDidn 11 toBolsheviki.under thepogroms a

reply. The Jews had requested the right to arm themselves for

Thedefense in cities where there was the threat of violence.

25 841.

26 Go 1 dman, My Disillusionment in Russia, p. 158.
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worse than the pogroms

Berkman particularly was fascinated.

in the future. Anti-Semitism had existed under the most

Goldman, Living My Life, p.

cities where pogroms had occurred. He believed— contrary to

Bolshevik commitment to eradicate anti-Semitism? No, was the

that he

an historical investigation of the pogroms.

Landesman arranged a



government had refused, and there was even suspicion that the

to attack the Soviet government. Landesman
had wanted local Yiddish boy scout troop to serve

defense for Jews and Gentiles alike againstas a gang ofa
Odessa ruff ians. Permission had been denied. After the
discussions with the Zionists— which, Goldman comments, was

pleasant despite the differences of opinions--very she

concluded:

was

attitude of the Zionist intelligentsia in Odessa wasThe
the Zionists the expedition hadsimilar the attitude ofto

town of Poltava.in thein their trip,earlierencountered
These Zionists had been Orthodox Jews, mostly tradesmen, whom

Goldman hadlivelihood.revolution had deprived ofthe a
heard in Moscow that many Bolsheviki viewed the Zionists as

certainly notThesecounter-revolutionaries.

Bolshevik officials in Poltava weretheBut

27 159.Ibid., pg.
138

I 
But

"It was the general sentiment of the Zionists that the 
continuation of the Bolsheviki in power meant the destruction 
of the Jews. The Russian Jews, as a rule, were not workers. 
From time immemorial they had engaged in trade; but business 
had been destroyed by the Communists and before the Jew could 
be turned into a worker he would deteriorate, as a race, and 
become extinct. Specific Jewish culture, the most priceless 
thing to the Zionists, was frowned upon by the Bolsheviki. 
That phase of the situation seemed to affect them even more 
deeply than pogroms.

"These intellectual Jews were not of the proletarian 
class. They were bourgeois without any revolutionary spirit. 
Their criticism of the Bolsheviki did not appeal to me for it 
was a criticism from the Right. If I had still believed in 
the Communists as the true champions of the Revolution 
could have defended them against the Zionist complaints.
I myself had lost faith in the revolutionary integrity of the 
Bolsheviki."27

to form a
Jews wanted arms

men were



I

Gent ile, and their anti-Semitism was openly visible. There

she had made the argument that no pogroms had been committed

under the Bolshevik!. The Jews of Poltava had responded that
two types of pogroms: the loud, violent type, and

the silent The silenttype . type constantwas a

discrimination, persecution, and hounding; it was the closing

of the Jewish hospital, and the lack of available kosher
meat. Violent pogroms had an ending, but the silent pogroms

could indefinitely, and this, in many ways, thego on was
28worst type of abuse.

The Jews whom they had encountered in Kiev, Odessa, and

Polt ava, giving them many messages.seemed beto Some

believed that the Jews was worse under Bolshevism,life for
outward violence of otherthough there thewasn 11even

regimes. There was

the surface, they feared, and this would someday explode. The

better underolder lifeKiev believed thatin wasmen

they feared that violence would explode ifBolshevism, and

whilethe Yet,overthrown.Bolsheviki none werewere

both sides supported the Bolsheviki, perhapscommunists,

and fear of anacceptable alternative,no

Othergreater than fear of a known entity.

butin the Bolshevik ranks,Jews communistswere

about the Jews of Russia. Russian Jewish history
for their own welfare abovemandated that the Jews watch out

28 129-30.Ibid. , pp.
139

did not care

unknown ruler was
because there was

there were

a virulent anti-Semitism bubbling under

these men



I

for political Russia. While Goldman understoodany concerns

the position of

this final belief. Even though she too a child of anti-was
Semitic Russia, she was too much a universal ist to accept the
Jewish believedthat she innot theIt was

Bolshevik!. did believe in the Russian people,sheBut and

she hoped that spirit of the Revolution was still alivethe

within regardless of how the Bolshevik! had corruptedthem,

If true Revolution could overcome the current regimethe

Goldman believed, the Jews would share inand be victorious,

for allthe Berkman, theRussians.enriched of alllife

belief that thediscuss ion, hissurrendercould not

Bolshevik! could be the tool to a better future.

apparent that post-itI n other too , wasareas,

Goldman's visits toin turmoil.Revolutionary Russia was

discussions with laborers convinced herfactories herand

deep division between thethat there was a

Her vision of a Revolution of the massesBolshevik! leaders.

the Bolshevik! were in power,had indeed happened,

just theirthem,that nothing had changed forlabor found

inThey had not been empowered.management.

spirit of jointtheir production.charge of

ofcontinued sensebutthe mutual good, aendeavor for
thethe 9th Congress ofAt
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struggle against the oppressor.
All-Russian Communist Party in May 1920, Lenin had called for

They were not

There was no

the Jews she met,

but once

she could not agree with

masses and the



The goal was to fight economic
disorganization, labor to its fullest to pull Russiato use
out of the economic crisis it had been enduring. Lenin’s plan

called major resettling of laborers, moving them from

their families to areas where they were deemed to
be productive. Already many laborers were displaced;more
having starved in
they left in the hope of finding work in villages. Now they

registered, and classified accordingwere
to trade, resettled where their skills were needed.anda
Those too weak to work were sent to concentration camps. Only
in this its industries inbuild upcould Russia away

revolut ionary period. So-called specialists were put in

charge of the laborers.factories,

Goldman toured factories after the new system was initiated.

employees wasA hadfactory which 40,000 pre-warcar

told by itsshe wasproducing with just workers,7,000
The employees with whom she spoke were being drivenmanagers.

exhausted. and suffering fromto produce, they werebut
food shortage would hopefully be alleviatedstarvation. The

What food shortage, theyby next she reassured them.year,

look at the markets. But

Bolshevik party members— werethe thenew bourgeois--
thesabotaging the system and creating food shortages for

they informed her, there were only 5,000 workers

29 790-91.Living My Life, p.Goldman,
141

a "militarization of labor."29

placed in power over

masses. And,

countered. There is plenty of food—

towns and

the cities where no work was available,

for a

to be rounded up,



at the factory, and 3,000 of those were government clerks.30

At flour mill, Goldman observed military policea

watching the workers. Flour was being stolen by workers, she

informed.was Yet, she spoke with the workers,when they

explained that the military and the commissar knew just who
getting the flour,was but if the workers complained they

would be labeled counter-revolutionaries and thrown in jail.
A visit to a

she had inany the United States. Women were working,seen

withsome pregnant, vent ilation, and nono

break i n 8 -hour shift. number of theAan women were

suffering from consumption. 31

Enormous numbers sent to the Donetz

Basin, the Russians had beensite of extensive coal mines.
promised that the quantities of coal being mined would amply
keep them warm through the next winter. Goldman heard a more
realistic account The mines

starved,minersin Thecondi t ion.terriblewere were

barefoot, and often standing ankle-deep in water. Little coal

being mined mostly because of Bolshevik inefficiency.was

commissars had been appointed who had no interestPolitical
The engineer had reported this toin how the mines ran.

in fear of the tchekists because theMoscow, and now he was

30 55.Goldman, My Disillusionment in Russia, p.

31 Ibid. , 57.P-
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from an engineer in the Basin.

tobacco factory revealed conditions as bad as

of workers were

no rest area,



A sweeping picture of the state of Russian labormore

painted for Goldman by the Chairman of the Moscow Tradewas

Union Soviet, The combineda trade

unions had membership of seven million workers, who hada

current reality— it was only the side paraded before foreign
investigators and visitors. In reality there had been strikes
quelied by soldiers, skirmishes between workers and
author i t ies, and strong-arming.of workers, In thearrests

Printers 1 Union, internal strife had been suppressed and the

managing board had been sent to prison. The Bakers' Union was
33also suppressed, and management replaced with communists.

Unionists claimed the bakers'that were

the hadworkersThegovernment. say,no power, no no

independence. Goldman attended a workersMarch of 1920In

For the third time, themeeting of large Moscow factory.a

to thean anarchist,

The workers had been threatened with a cut inMoscow Soviet.

rations and imprisonment in the Tcheka, yet they continued to

The man was arrested after the workerselect the anarchist.

elected him for the third time as their representative. It

thelabor,facet ofin everythatclear Goldmanwas to

The Revolution which they had

32 Ibid., 114.P-
33 86.Ibid., P.
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report was so unfavorable. 32

man named Melnichansky.

workers were being mistreated.

owned and managed their own industries. But that was not the

now the lackeys of

group had elected one particular man,



worked to bring about had not improved their lives.
The expedition traveled extensively through Russia,

spanning

Archangel

of Soviet

Their travels came to a bureaucratic end when
the Ispart,
Communists
Party. Although Zinoviev had jurisdiction over Petrograd, and

chairman of the Petrograd Museum, red tape blocked the
expedition 1s work, making it impossible for them to function.
When the issue finally resolved itself, the Museum expedition

political commissar. Goldmanplaced under the eye ofwas a

and Berkman, sad

months, chose to leave.

Secretary of the Communist PartyAlthough Petrograd’s
Zorin had maintained to Goldman that there were

Goldman had comedictatorship of the proletariat,”under the it

strikesIn the winter of early 1921,to know this was false.
broke out in Petrograd. The strikers were protesting the lack

and other necessities of life. The unusuallyfuel,
stalled the inadequate supplies which thesevere winter had
In addition, the Petro-Soviet had closedcity was expecting.

34 860.
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"nothing was

joyous song.”34

left but the ashes of my fervent dreams, my burning faith, my

Russia crushed Goldman, moving her to write on the

was a

no strikes

to collect data on the history of the Communist

Go1dman, Living My Life, p•

a Communist organization, was created by the

by the White Sea in the extreme North. The reality
from Odessa by

her first year in Russia that

to part from their colleagues of many

of food,

the Black Sea in the South to



half.35 became clearIt

only ones lacking;

new shipment of clothes and shoes. The cry of the workers had

escalated, but the authorities cancelled a workers1 meeting

called findto solution to their problems. Faced with noa
alternative, the millmen at the Troubetskoy mill works struck
for increased food rations which had been promised to them.
and for the The Petro-Soviet soldierssent to
disperse the strikers. The strikers were

and called groups joined them,for support. Five frommore
the docks, the shops, the mills and the factories. Force was
used against the strikers, but they would not return to work.
Instead, having been so mistreated by the authorities, their

demands include political needs. The workersincreased to

called the rightpolicy changes in the government, tofor

destinies and to control their own lives.
Constituent Assembly be called. The Petro­

responded by enforcing martial law, ordering workersSoviet
return to work or be deprived entirely of their rations.to

dissolved andThe refused. Amen

Goldman and Berkman sought to helpworkers were imprisoned.

and other Communist officialsby contacting Zinoviev, Zorin,

all had made themselves inaccessible.whom they knew, but

35 Ibid., 873.P-
36 Ibid.
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shoes.36

a number of factories, reducing the employees rations by one-

the Communist Party members had received a

determine their own

They demanded a

not to be swayed.

number of unions were

to the workers that they were the



Meanwhile , armed troops had blocked off the industrial zones
of Petrograd—
to the strikers.

At this point of crisis, the sailors in Kronstadt
decided to join in solidarity with their striking brethren.
The Kronstadt sailors had proven themselves outstanding in
1905 and 1917, so much that Trotsky had dubbed them "theso
pride and flower of the Revolution. ii They had sent

members undercover to investigate the situation in Petrograd,

and they had concurred with the strikers demands for rations

Constituent Assembly. they would back their PetrogradBut

comrades. 16,000 sailors,1 meeting of workers.At

and Red Army called with the permission of thesoldiers,

Kronstadt theSoviet,

resolution callihg forPetrograd and to support newa

elections of Soviet officials, freedoms of speech, press, and

37assembly, and the release of political prisoners. The three

andKuzmin,FleetBalticVass i1i ev, theofCommissar

Socialist Soviet Republics Kalinin. EvenPresident of the
affirmed that they were loyalthough hadsailorsthe

communists and dedicated to the Party, the dissenters called
them counter-revolutionaries, whom the Communist Party must

food storehouses be emptiedfight.

194-95.Disillusionment in Rusia, pp.37 Goldman, My
146

and for independence. They did not agree with the call for a

there was no way to smuggle meager rations in

They ordered Kronstadt's

a March

dissenting votes were from President of the Kronstadt Soviet

a few

men voted unanimously to support



and removed from the city. The sailors detained Kuzmin and

Vass i1iev, blocking their orders to starve the city. Lenin

responded with an order declaring that Kronstadt had mutinied

against the Soviet government, having joined with former

Tsarist generals and Soc ial ist-Revolut ionist

stage counter-revolutionary revolt against proletariata

Russia.38

Goldman and Berkman sent a letter to Zinoviev, imploring

that a peaceful resolution be found. But Lenin had dispatched

with Trotsky in command. The Petrogradtroops to Kronstadt,
totally demoralized by the turn of events:strikers were

spread of the Kronstadt defection,their hunger, the rumors

the detachment of forces sent to Kronstadt. The strikers gave

Kronstadtto be imprisoned by the tchekists.themselves up.
would not change its stance, and, although feeling abandoned,

maintain that they werecontinued to

They repeatedly requested the Bolshevik leadersRevolution.
find an acceptable, peaceful solution.with them to

The government had no
10 days theForseige on Kronstadt.March 7 beganon a

workers of Kronstadt stood up againstsoldiers, sailors and

the Soviet military. When the city finally was silenced, tens

Throughout the long seige,of

AllGoldman and Berkman spoke with Communist acquaintances.

38 878.

39 886.Ibid., P-
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to meet

Go1dman, Living My Life, p.

traitors to

Q Q 
thousands had been slain.

faithful sons of the

interest in a peaceful resolution, and



knew that the charge against Kronstadt had been a frame; the

not following a White Army commander. Yet they

were terrified to speak out, for fear of what would happen to
them. They feared being cut off from the party and starving

to death, simply disappearing. All had the feeling ofor

helplessness, that the Communist ofout their

hands, that something tremendous that could not bewas

stopped. Goldman and Berkman agreed. They had felt utterly

helpless in the face of the crisis, knowing that there was no

way to affect the system.

There longer any doubt that the Revolution hadwas no

turned evil. around

dissident Anarchists were imprisoned by thegroups. score,

their bookstores closed, and their press halted. The rumors

of horrible prisons and the abuses which took placeSoviet

within were all substantiated. Goldman and Berkman decided it

Berkman began to pursue illegal means oftime leave.towas

flight, but Goldman protested, preferring to find a legal way

endeavor took them months, withto exit Thethe country.

Berkman hadadjoining countries refusing to grant them visas.

to Goldman’s position regarding the Bolsheviki,

he becameand.

in thearrested and shotfriends werepainful. Anarchist

Their own Moscow apartmentTcheka prison.
They met with foreign delegations, silently enduringTcheka.

leaders.the Sovietdelegates bestowed onthe praises the
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was raided by the

The Bolsheviki had put a tighter noose

venomously anti-Soviet. Their remaining months in Russia were

State was

sailors were

once accepting of the reality of Bolshevism,



Passports were finally secured for the pair— they were to be
delegates to the Anarchist Congress in Berlin. But Germany

wou 1 d not visa: would Latvia Estonia.grant nor nora

L i t huan i a 2-week visa.finally forthcoming with awas

ideologically crushed, and with no otherEmotionally drained,

thought than to leave the country of which they had so long

Emma Goldman and Alexander Berkman hade farewell todreamed,

twenty-two months afterSoviet Russia December 1921,1,on

their arrival.
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SECTION FOUR: 1921-40:

CHAPTER TEN:

home than the they had left in the Unitedone States.

Deported from Russia, they spent a good part of the rest of

their lives moving from Permanent

residency was never to be established; in fact, they spent a
good deal of energy and time applying and re-applying for
visas and extensions by which to remain in any particular

place. Sweden, Germany, England < and Canada allFrance,

hosted Goldman. Their first months ofout

unusually difficult, two suspected that the Sovietand the

government was behind the visa refusals, the interrogations,

and expulsions which they regularly encountered. Theythe

finally settled Berlin in 1923,in

Goldman forced herself to re-live the Russian experience and

The months ofin Russia.record Disillusionmentin My

Berkman was writing hisand painful.darkwere

and Goldman was producingThe Bolshevik Myth,inaccount

the New York World.inhoped would bearticles she run

friends andU.S.contact with herGoldman kept int imate

continued correspondence with herpublishers through her

nieces, Stella Cominsky and Ruth Commins, and her nephew Saxe

financially supported by family,Commins. The two were

and Berkman’swriting and lecturing,friends, Goldman’s
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THE ANTI-BOLSHEVIK YEARS OF AN EXILED ANARCHIST
THE WORK OF AN ANTI-BOLSHEVIK IN THE LIBERAL, 
SOVIET-ENAMORED WORLD, AND THE FIGHT FOR SPAIN

Goldman and Berkman were never to know a more permanent

and it was there that

one country to another.

Russia were



writing and editing work. Nonetheless, a

continual problem. Goldman received a $7,500 advance for her
autobiography, Living My Life, which appeared in 1931, but

the book did sell well,not most probably due to the U.S.
Depression and the high cost of the 1,000-page book.l

In her writing about the Soviet experience, Goldman was

given the time for personal re-evaluation of her beliefs, or
Goldman termed it, toas It was not

anarchism that she needed re-think, butto the role of
revolution. Berkman spoke for both of them when he wrote, "We

not disenchanted with our ideals, but only disillusionedare

in the achievements of the Russian Revolution. 1925

letter which friend Havelock Ellis,she to her shewrote
said:

their

1 175.
2 Ibid., 99.P-

102.3 P-Ibid.,
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on
INNER

n 3

"revalue my values."2

In a

"It is true that my Russian experience has made me see 
what I did not see before, namely the imperative necessity of 
intensive educational work which would help to emancipate 
people from their deep-rooted fetishes and superstitions. 
With many revolutionists I foolishly believed that the 
principal thing is to get people to rise against the 
oppressive institutions and that everything else will take 
care of itself. I have learned since the fallacy of this...

"The people who so heroically made the Revolution were so 
easily whipped into line and so easily became submissive to 
the communist state because they were taught it is sufficient 
to make a revolution and the rest will follow...

"I still believe that great social changes have not and 
cannot take place without some clash. . . But I have come to 
the conclusion that the amount of violence in any revolution 
will depend entirely upon the amount of preparation on the 
part of the conflicting forces-- the amount of

Drinnon, Nowhere at Home, p.

finances were

"AB to EG, February 9, 1932, Nice,"



preparation.
What

attitude toward Bolshevism. Berkman wrote,

fascism that thereprove other

society based economic equality without any politicalon
control."5invasion or It was almost a cruel twist of fate,

quite befitting their lives, that when the two were
supportive of Russia, the United States was virulently anti­
Russian; and that in the 1920's when the two spoke against
Russia, the of the world was becoming enamored withrest

Bolshevism. Goldman penned There is No Communism in Russia,"

which appeared in the American Mercury in April The1935.

premise of her that what the Bolsheviki hadarticle was

instituted communism at all, but statein

capitalism. on to explain, derivedCommunism, she went was
from human equality and brotherhood.the Commonideal of

ownership of the means of production and distribution was the
Bolshevik communism was centralizedhallmark of communism.

itand and whatauthoritarian, was

government violence and coercion. An individual had no choice

communismBolsheviko f was11 voluntary association; ”
compulsory. The land and the machinery did not belong to the

Init was notindividuals; words,otherin

it was ownedwhich meant that

1925,November 8 ,Havelock Ellis,to

102.5 Ibid.,

152

n 4

"EG

"nationalized,"

"socialized."

"Bolshevism and

1932, Nice," p.

salvation except a

and one

4 Ibid., 
Bristol, " p. 69.

"AB to EG, February 9,

is no

Russia was not

was more, based on

Russia it was

she and Berkman did not have to re-think was their



by the government. termwas

applied to all aspects of

print ing, publishing-- which that the

government owned them. In of productionterms and

consumption, the that were produced were determinedamounts

by t he central government through the Supreme Economic

Council, not by community determining its needs. In 1932-a

1933 , the Soviet country had exported wheat and grain, while

two mill ion Russ ians died of starvation in South and

Russia;6Southeast this would not have happened had the

people been permitted to negotiate trade directly, Goldman

maintained. The H proletariat dictatorship” did not represent

the will of the people. the will of Stalin,but rather, and

7an autocracy more absolute than Tsarism.

Social justice could only be achieved through economic

this had not happened either.socio-economic butclasses,

the Bolshevik! had beenDuring Goldman’s stay in Russia,

and thenknown to give the best food rations to the sailors,
feeding in descending order of importance thethe soldiers,

artisans,the skilled workers,military industrial workers,
Red-bourgeoisie received the minimum.laborers. The former

card-carrying members of the Communist Party received special

7 Ibid., 363.P-
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is No Communism in Russia," reprrinted 
Selected Writings & Speeches by EmmaGoldman, "There 

Emma Speaks: 
p. 362.

6 
in RRed 
Goldman,

"Nationalized"

thus it was

a convenient

the economy— the foreign trade,

equality. To that end, communism was devised to eliminate all

in reality meant



rations, underwear , leather boots, coats.8 This

inequity angered and alienated the enough to resultmasses,

in strikes. revolts, and sabotage. Lenin had instituted his
New Economic Policy, to the inequity of the systemreverse

which had allowed the expropriation of basic necessities by

the Party members. But nothing had changed nor improved in

the 1 4 s ince she had been in Russia. "From. theyears

beginning of the Bolshevik rule to this day it has been
nothing but expropriation. . . of state

robbery of prohibitions, violence, chicanerythe peasantry,

and reprisals, in the worst days of Tsarism andexactly as

the World War . The

blockade, the counter-revolutionists, the bands of White Army

these enemies of Bolshevism nomilitia still fighting— all

yet the practices that had been justifiedlonger existed, as

And nowcrisis continued.legitimate during the time of

ever-growing dictatorship underRussia looking at anwas

"is an absolutesummarized Goldman,Stalin.
form of statecrassesttheand

capitalism economically.
to hear the negatives ofworld did not wantBut the

certainly did not want to hear it fromBolshevism, and they
to Nation writer Fredaletter sentEmma Goldman. 1934

8 364-365.Ibid., P-
9 368-69.Ibid., pp.

10
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ii 10

n 9

"Soviet Russia,"

a continuous process

In a

Ibid., p. 374.

excuses of Lenin’s era— the Allied

and fur



Kirchwey, Goldman reminded the liberal, pro-Soviet writer and

her colleagues that the Soviet government

painted in all-glowing terms. She wrote Kirchwey:

Even in England, where Goldman had often lectured to a

strong liberal there seemed to be no tolerance forcorpus,

started a campaign toanti-Bo1shevism. raiseBerkman had
funds for the political prisoners in Russia, and Goldman had
ventured

There she found the Anti-Alien Laws had all

but destroyed the Yiddish Anarchist movement as well as the

End liberals fearedent ire Anarchist movement.

the older rebels were disillusioned, likeexpulsion. While

the younger onesthe collapse of the Revolution,Goldman, at

Goldman was invited to speak at asupported the Bolshevik!.

Her speech was preceded bydinner of than 250 guests.more

IsraelWells,greeting by such notables as H.G.messages of

When Goldman turned herand Bertrand Russell.Zangwill,

speech to the issue of Russia, she recalled, the atmosphere

one ofof attentiveness toin the room

1934,August 2,Freda Kirchwey,to
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"EG11 Ibid., 
Toronto," p. 53.

"To cite one instance: When the Cheka was turned into 
the GPU you and all the other apologists of soviet Russia 
proclaimed the glad tidings to the whole world. Because I 
refused to believe in the change I was denounced as a 
counter-revolutionist and charged with having sold myself to 
the capitalistic class. Nevertheless we who had insisted that 
terror goes merrily on have been vindicated by subsequent 
events. And now the soviet press itself admits that the GPU 
had 'overstepped1 its power, had sent immeasurable people to 
concentration camps and to Siberia without a hearing or trial 
by the old Tsarist administrative methods..."11

to London in hopes of raising money, as well as to

changed from one

The East

do some writing.

could not be



uneasiness. At the

shouting against her there was applause in her favor.as

Angry diners accused her of having sold out the workers.12
The war had truly played havoc with traditional British

liberalism and the right of asylum, Goldman concluded. The

supporting the Bolsheviki in order to safeguard

the economic trade between the countries. Try as she might,

she could not convince the British about the truth of

Bolshevik Russia. The Independent Labor Party had been swayed
by the f avorable reports of the British Trade Union’s

delegation to Goldman had met the delegation inRussia.

the ILP had chosen to accept the report of the delegation.

anotherattention toDeflated, turned herGoldman

theShe spenther for drama.love summer

and conducted an East Endresearching at the British Museum,

in the fall on Russian theatre andYiddish lecture series

British passport she married a Welshdrama. To obtain a

She had met Coltonminer, June of 1925;inColton,James

A poor man of littleduring her 1900 trip to Great Britain.
to the anarchistperiodically donated moneyeducat ion, he

and from London for theirfare toGoldman paid hiscause.

BritishWithlost day 1smarr iage, hisand a

Goldman visitedtraveling became possible.passport,

12 964-65.Living My Life, pp«Goldman,
Selected Writings &
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13 Goldman, Red Emma Speaksj.
Speeches by Emma Goldman, p. 19 .

wages.13

British were

Russia and knew the one-sided propaganda it had received. But

conclusion there was an equal amount of



Montreal, finding that the only active anarchists were
Yiddish. Yiddish lectures were arranged for her, and by the

t ime she left the hadpermanent beena group

established t o raise funds for the Russian political

pr i soners. She continued to Winnipeg, Edmonton, andon

Toronto, hosted by the Yiddish anarchists in each city,

speaking to every Jewish group, from the Arbeiter Ring to the

Jewish Women.14Council of

taken with Goldman that she was convinced to spend a year in

the community. she felt there was no permanent place forYet,

her professional work there. Berkman concurred in a 1927

letter to Goldman :"It

world for at least notthe propaganda of anarchistic ideas;

just finally returned to Europe,sheIn 1928

to writein S t. Francethree Tropez,years

Living My Life.

The traveling was hard for Goldman, who was nearly sixty

Europe and in Canada she had been visited byold.years In

brotherand his wife Babsie;brother Morrisher

anddear niece Stella;Herman, herchild;his wife and

been retained through all ofothers: hadfami lies ties
Berkman was an ex-But she was an exile.Goldman1s exploits.

interest in returning to America. Butpatriot; he harbored no

in exile. She longed for re-patriation. Through

14 986-89.Living My Life, pp.GOldman,

15 Ibid., "AB to EG December 7,
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seems to me there is no field in the

The Toronto anarchists were so

Goldman was

1927, St.Cloud," p. 78.

now."15



the early 1920’ s, the two had rubbed elbows with the "Lost

crowd of writers and artists living in France.

They had spent their share of time at all-night parties. But,

as biographers Richard and Anna Maria Drinnon point out, they

of ii The two older rebels.. .were

not playing exile...at free to return when the postman

stopped delivering checks from home.”16 She wrote to Roger

Baldwin, whom she had inspired to begin the group which

failed acclimatize myself during all these years to anyto

place in Europe. For a revolutionist and internationalist it

is indeed disgraceful rooted to the soil ofto one

know now that I will remain an alien abroad forcountry... I

17the rest of my life."

granted a 90-day visa to lectureIn Goldman was1934 ,

in the United States.

Even

not seen as the "dangerous" woman she once
Edgar Hoover had her under surveillancewas,

visit had been arranged by Mabelfor her entire stay. Her

the Department ofandRoger Baldwin,Carver Crouch and

Labor had foundImmigration and

16

St.1935,19,JuneRoger Baldwin,to

Selected Writings &
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"EG

Generation"

though Goldman was

18 Go Idman, Red Emma Speaks,: 
Speeches by Emma Goldman, p. 19.

17 Ibid., 
Tropez," p. 59.

to deny her a

The visit was uneventful, in spite of a

be so

no reason

became the American Civil Liberties Union: "To wit that I had

the same movement.

Drinnon, p.192.

were not

boycott of her visit by the American Communist Party.18

her old foe J.



temporary visa. Goldman toured the country, but felt that the

tours failure because of poor management.were a Only in

Chicago did she speak packed audiences.19to But Goldman

loved being back in the United States. In a letter to Berkman
she wrote:

The truth of the matter was that the 1930’s were proving

extremely difficult decade for the two unabashed liberals.an

libertarianism and equality were passeTheir ideas in aof

world that was embracing Fascism, Nazism, and Bolshevism. The

ideas less than two decadesthat had threatened nationa

before Goldman wroteoutmoded and out-of-step.were seen as

to her in January of 1935:"dear ol’ pal n

St.1934,April 9,to Henry Alsberg,

234.1934, Montreal," p.20 May 15,Ibid.,

Montreal," pp.1935,January 5,to AB,Drinnon,

159

21 
57-58.

Drinnon, 
233.

"EG to AB,

19
Louis,” p.

like
We cling to an 

on 
life 

irony is 
can't let go.

"EG

"EG

the years in Europe I have not felt so vital or 
did while in the States and even in Canada. I 

as much to do with the interest one meets in 
as it is that I feel at home in America. I am 

too would feel reawakened and your faith 
i.20

"In all 
alive as I 
guess it has 
social affairs 
certain you 
strengthened.

in the States and even in Canada, 
much to do with the interest one meets 
it is that I feel at home in America, 
would feel reawakened and your

"It is sickening to see how callous everybody has 
become. No one is interested any longer in human suffering 
and in incessant butchery. Yes, they kick when it is in 
Germany or their own countries. But Russia can and does get 
away with murder— As you said. . . Hitler is beginning to be 
praised. Sure, nothing succeeds like success. Fact is, 
dearest, we are fools. We cling to an ideal no one wants or 
cares about... I go on eating out my heart and poisoning 
every minute of my life in the attempt to rouse people's 
sensibilities. . . .The irony is I see the futility of my 
efforts and yet I can't let go. Just clear meshugeh, that's 
what I am." 21



They couldn't let Both spoke against the rise ingo.

authoritarian governments: in their letters to each other,

and their letters friends. But they were not the publicto

figures they Goldman could not do for worldonce were ;

had done for women’s independence,liberalism what freeshe

could avoid the obstacles of varioustheto sheextent

traveled in Europe denouncingand censorship,governments
Hitler .22 as

letterrevolut ionary ideology.

group appealing forrequest to joinresponding to her a

political prisoners in Germany, he wrote:

The truth is,

Selected Writings & Essays
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That 
stem

Red Emma Speaks: 
p. 19.

22 Goldman, 
by Emma Goldman,

to Mollie Steimer,23

23 Living Mv Life relates that Steimer fo 1
path as Goldman and Berkman. Deported ro Bolshevism In 
to Russia, she quickly saw the Inequities of Bolshevism. *In 
her fight for food for imprisoned 1 Goldman and
imprisoned and finally deported. lifelong.

Berkman's views on Germany, cit d h he asked her
Steimer in a letter dated July 1 . 3 International
to destroy. The letter was filed at xne 
Institute of Social History but has been P

speech, worker's rights, and a host of other issues. Goldman,

In a

"The situation in Germany is PAST appeals. I have made 
plenty of appeals in my life— when there was at least the 
smallest shadow of a chance that such appeals will do the 
least good, even among our own people. But the time for 
appeals in re [ : ] German persecution has passed. ACTION is 
needed. Unfortunately, we have no people for such action. Let 
us realize that. It is very sad, but it is the fact.

"There is a wave of reaction all through the world, 
wave will have to pass, but we are too powerless to 
against it. Maybe it will soon bring another war. And against 
that we are also powerless. The truth is, our movement has

Berkman was, usual the stronger in his pure



•<24accomplished nothing, anywhere.

Berkman had suggested to Steimer more drastic measures.

to politics in Russia, BerkmanAs with their response

and Goldman rejected the political centrism in the world from

the i r from any nationalisticand notanarchistic ideology,

feeling toward toGoldman wrotethe Jews .

Montreal in early 1935, saying:

rejecting Fascism and Nazism, for speakingBut her forcase

not grounded in anyagainst Mussolini and Hitler,out was

rejection of Bolshevism was notJewish herbias, just as

1933,August 16,to Mollie Steimer,"AB

25 104-05.Ibid., footnote, p.

February 12,Drinnon,

161

26
114-15.

grown 
But 

any

have gained
views have

"EG to AB,

since 1892, 
character 

manner.

ii

there is 
centuries, 
how it i 
society...for the

"I have grown older since 1892, and I 
experience. But neither my character nor my 
changed in any fundamental manner. Nor my temperament and 
revolutionary logic. I believe today, as I believed in 1892, 
in the justification and necessity (under certain 
circumstances) of revolutionary action, collective as well as 
individual. I believe that assassinations and taking hostages 
would be the most effective and ethical methods just now in 
reference to the Hitler regime. I also believe, very strongly 
that an international boycott of Germany, economic and 
social, would be the most desireable thing. Never mind that 
some innocent people would suffer... There ARE NO INNOCENT 
people in the world today, for everyone is responsible for 
the hell we live in... they deserve to suffer for their 
abject submission to the Hitler regime and its unspeakable, 
worse-than-feudal barbarities. "25

24 Drinnon, 
Nice," p. 104.

..the main cause of anti-Semitism is economic... but 
so much more to anti-Semitism, traditions of 
ingrained antipathies, and what not. I don't see 
going to be done away with even in a free 

present the situation of Jews all over the 
world is not enviable. I can see the anti-Jewish feeling here 
and the discrimination. It's sad..."26

1935, Montreal," p.

Berkman from



founded heron experiences with Russian Jews. For her,

centralization of in a dictator was the antithesis topower
her beliefs of world order.a
type of government, the Jews included.

Goldman spent the late 1920's and the first half of the

1930 ' s in St. Tropez, Berkman had

settled in Nice, and married Emmy Eckstein, a devoted younger

who fastidiously looked after Berkman.woman

each pursued their interests, and the opportunity for income,

reason Goldman and Berkman lived apart from

each other . They wrote constantly to each other, sharing

their ideologies through the postal service,

often continuing discussions and debates through many postal

exchanges. Their relationship was beautifully written of in

this letter from Goldman to Berkman in 1935.
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nothing [compared] with the 
 “ • voice 

and all through the forty-five 
seem to have been born then as

my 
force 
and met 
years of

No one prospered under this

in the South of France.

that "j3 should6

one treasure I have rescued from my long and bitter struggle 
is my friendship for you. Believe it or not, ear as .
know of no other value, whether in people or ac '
than your presence in my life and the love an a 
have roused.... it is not an exaggeration when I sa*
one ever was so rooted in my being, so ingr have come 
fiber, as you have been and are to this aY’ remain
and gone in my long life. .^tJ^'shou^b^^o. Our common 
forever. I do not know why this should De so.
struggle and all it has br°ugh us for yOu. Indeed, I 
k^^thlVX1 o^IosTihit Wwoauld matter would be to lose 

your friecndshnipabiding could be

. - - . i/indnpqs and understanding. yyou had always been all kindness ctili are often
were not that. On the contrary, you Vt”.Uon.
harsh and lacking in comprehension of t , 
of mv acts. But all that is as i - - -.

you have been from the moment I first heard yo
you at Sach's cafe 
our comradeship. I

Their work, as

seemed to be the

their work and



my

Alexander Berkman was not a well man. The abuses he had
suffered during his imprisonments had all but destroyed his
health. He had lived with an ulcerated stomach from his days
in and again inRussia, In February 1936,if earlier.not

After threeMarch, underwent prostate gland surgery.he

months of near-constant pain, he had a relapse. When his wife

Emmy had gone out in the street to await the doctor, he wrote

a short note of apology to Emmy and Emma, stating that he did

Then Berkmansick man.not 1 ivewant to

shooting himself in the stomach and thecommitted suicide,

BerkmanHe did not die immediately.lower part of his lung.

and returned to his sickbed, where his act washid the gun,

Eckstein wasdoctor arrived.not discovered theun t i 1

that Berkman had shotactually arrested until it was proven
later before he died, and theyhimself. It was sixteen hours

aTropez tothree-hour trip from St.

27 Ibid.,
47.

163

"EG to AB, November 19,

were extremely painful hours for him. Goldman made the almost 
Nice with Michael Cohn,

1935, London," pp.246-

woman, mother, comrade, and friend. Yes, I believe my 
strongest and most compelling feeling for you is that of the 
mother . You have often resented that, saying you are no 
mollycoddle. Of course, you failed to understand that it was 
not my desire to impose my mother authority on you. It was 
the ever-present concern in your welfare and the equally 
present fear that something might befall you that would tear 
you away from me. Terribly selfish feeling, isn’t it, dear 
heart? Or is it that you had bound me by a thousand threads? 
I don’t know and don’t care. I only know that I always wanted 
to give you more than I expected from you... I feel bound to 
you spiritually. And it is this which keeps you ever present 
and real to me when we are separated by thousands of miles. 
So it is alright my being away from you on your birthday. I 
will be with you in my thoughts and with my heart.27

as a dependent,



lifelong American friend of both Berkman and Goldman. Berkman

to recognize his visitors— that Goldman was by his

he slipped into Because they could not

afford to cremate Berkman, buried

Cemetery in Nice . 28, 1936,

Goldman’s 67th birthday. 28

the sense of loss she felt at Berkman’s death,

Cause to which she could apply herself. Spain was such a

A month aftercause . anarchist comrades

cal led her to Spain. The Spanish Civil War had been an
difficult issue for Goldman to reconcile. In March of 1936,
she and Berkman had agreed that the Spanish Anarchists should
not support the Spanish Communists. But now it seemed to her

they had little choice, and so she responded to their call.

General Francisco Franco had begun an insurrection, with the

military, and Spanish nobility by his side. Thethe Church,

Socialists, Communists and Republican LiberalsAnarchists,

had begun fighting together— using their individual militia-

with thethe Front split,as a But

Anarchists and Left Socialists looking for workers' control,

and the Communists, Right Socialists, and Republican Liberals

The Communistslooking for state-control and militarization.

PP.
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Red Emma Speaks: Selected Writings & Essays 
p. 333.

”EG to Comrades, July 12,

29 Goldman, 
by Emma Goldman,

2 8 Drinnon, 
265-67 .

and that was a

Popular Front.29

a coma.

1936, St. Tropez,”

he was

one day after

was able

Berkman's death,

in the Caucade

side— until

There was only one thing that could save Goldman from

He died June



from Stalin.were The Anarchists, througharms

their organizat ion , the Confederacion Nacional del
Traba jo/Federacion Anarquista Iberica (CNT-FAI), chose to

with the Communists against the Fascists. Goldman was

torn— how could she support the Communists? But how could
she turn her back on
choice but to the Communists, and hope that they
wou 1 d be soldnot after the the Russianout war , as

Communists had done to their compatriate anarchists. Goldman

went to Spain in September of 1936, to join in what she saw

the internationally-crucial struggle against fascism. Theas

FAI In Barcelona and500,000

Catalonia, where the CNT-FAI was particularly strong, Goldman

visited factories, collectives, schools, and utilitiesfarms,

libertarian principles she had espoused her wholerun by the

life. 32

asked Goldman to take charge of their pressThe CNT-FAI

She stationedin London.service and propaganda bureau

pledging her total support in bringing theherself there,

the forefront of world consciousness.Anarchists 1 plight to

attacked by the Left and theAs their spokesperson, she was

which was now aligned withRight for joining with the group

Goldman Papers Project.30

32 Ibid. , 20.P-
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"Emma Goldman Exhibit" Emma

Red Emma Speaks: Collected Writings & Essays 
p. 333.

31 Goldman, 
by Emma Goldman,

Anarchists had controlled one-third of Spain30, with the CNT-

the Spanish Anarchists? They had no

workers.31



In Paris, in 1937, she defended her role in

address to thean International Working Men's Association

Congress. The CNT-FAI had to choose between Franco and

Stalin, and in this Stalin was the lesser of two evils.case,

There doubt that Stalin was using Spain for hiswas no own

selling arms for gold,purposes: and supporting a communist

movement that connected by loose puppet strings towas

Russ i a . Go 1 dman knew that the

concess ions in which lead them fara way
revolutionary aims. But, she said, this was not the time to
criticize the CNT-FAI. "Comrades," she said in her address,

in the world."33

Even when it had become clear that Franco was to be the

victor in the Spanish Civil War, Goldman would not relinquish

Shethe model for anarchism.the dream Spain could bethat
of the dream in her visit tohad experienced foretastea

In the1936.factories and collectives in fall,Barcelona 1s
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Address to the 
Red Emma Speaks: 
p. 385.

33 Goldman, " 
Association Congress," 
Essays by Emma Goldman,

"...the CNT-FAI are in a burning house; the flames are 
shooting up through every crevice, coming nearer and nearer 
to scorch our comrades. At this crucial moment, and with but 
few people trying to help save our people from the consuming 
flame, it seems to be a breach of solidarity to pour the 
acid of your criticism on their burned flesh. I cannot join 
you in this. I know the CNT-FAI have gone far afield from 
their and our ideology. But that cannot make me forget their 
glorious revolutionary traditions of seventy years. Their 
gallant struggle-- always haunted, always driven at bay, 
always in prison and exile. This makes me think that the CNT- 
FAI is fundamentally the same, and that the time is not far 
off when they will again prove themselves the symbol, the 
inspirational force, that the Spanish Anarcho-Syndicalists 
and Anarchists have always been to the rest of the Anarchists

Anarchists were making

international Working Men’s 
Selected Writings &

from their

the Communists.
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ventured to Canada to raise funds amongspring of she1939
Butthe

She had fallen ill in August 1938 in Paris,toll on Goldman.

second trip to Spain themakeforced her se 1 fbut to a

ofdaily bombardmentsurviving themonth ,following

that year she had returned to herIn November ofBarcelona.

There she had fallen down a flight of stairs,work in London.

immediately she was offButto recuperate.forced

International Institute of1938,again,

sort through AlexanderinSocial History

trip to Canada in the spring was anBerkman 1s Herpapers.

celebrated her 70th birthday withsheandextended stay,

her work was ever-present,friends But

aboutset

midst of that campaign,I tai ian anarchists.

1940 .February 17,suffered stroke ona

for itirony and a poetic agony,cruelsomething between a

of the individual’s rightrendered Emma Goldman, the champion

Three monthsability to speak.theto be withoutheard,

Goldman died.later, on May 18,
of her life

The exile

, allowed herlonger be dangerousthat

the United States.body to be returned to
the victims of the

tributeaweeks afterfewHaymarket Affair. A
thoseAmongNew York.inhonorherinheldmeeting was
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which had marked the last 21 years

United States government, deeming

the Waldheim Cemetery in Chicago, next to

her death,

trying to prevent the deportation of anti-fascist

Goldman

as she

finally came to an end. The

the War years had taken their

She was buried in
Emma Goldman could no

Her stroke was

In the

to the

in Montreal.

and was

Canadian anarchists.

Amsterdam to

in December



colleagues who paid tribute to Goldman were Roger Baldwin,

Harry Weinberger, and Rudolf Rocker,

anarchist, who spoke in Yiddish. But the most fitting tribute

the epitaph engraved on her tombstone. If it

vision of Goldman, her memorial marker did just that. It

read:

Goldman Papers Project.34 "Emma Goldman Exhibit,
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"LIBERTY WILL NOT DESCEND TO A PEOPLE,

A PEOPLE MUST RAISE THEMSELVES TO LIBERTY. "34

to Goldman was

11 Emma

was ever possible to summarize the work, the energy, and the

a lifelong British



SECTION FIVE: RETROSPECT ON AN ASPIRING HUMANIST

CHAPTER ELEVEN: CLOSING OBSERVATIONS ON EMMA GOLDMAN

A rabbinic thesis cannot begin to do justice to the

complexity and brilliance of Emma Goldman. Born in the Pale

of Settlement, Goldman had the gift of observation— she took

in the entire Russian world that was presented before her, a

world o f Tsarist Autocracy, peasantry, growing

exploitation, of anti-

Semitism . young girl, she could not shut thea

negative images out of her mind; she could not just accept

and every human being hadthatwomen

intrinsic worth and dignity, a purpose on the earth greater

than to be infortitude was evident,used by another. Her

that Goldman dedicated her life to transmitting this message.

that she could reduce every political and

Thus she fought for women’ssocial issue down to this value.

independence, birth control, the rights of the working class,

non-coercive relationshipssoldiers, the creation of honest,

the elimination of war— she fought for thesebetween adults,

dozen other issues, inspired by her belief that each

human being was to be valued.

Emma Goldman,

had become colloquial toItthe she advocated.on issues

169

and a world

Her brilliance was

and a

the freedom of young men to choose whether they wished to be

was in the minoritymore often that not,

that this was the way of life. Perhaps her soul was born out 

of a naivete— that the world could be a better place if men

Even as

would only care;



with "chaos*1 even though the two

What

for governmental management would be non-existent.

Bravely she espoused this view

entering the 20th Century and emerging as a strong economic

and military world power.

in its accepted and this challenged Goldman to espousenorms,

the minority views, if for no other reason than to foster the

spirit o f acceptance and tolerance.

homosexual, yet she lectured on homosexuality simply to bring

the issue to public understanding. Goldman was not eligible

for the military draft, yet she pleaded the case of those who

advocated the merits of familynot mother , sheyeta

limitation. For Emma Goldman, the right of the individual was

precious.

Goldman believed in this with suchright to free speech.

in the side of virtuallytenacity that she became a thorn

of Rights of the United States

Goldman advocated must be

often that she madeGoldman was arrested somust be silenced.
when she gaveit in her purseto carry
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concepts were dissimilar, yet Goldman continued her attempts 

to enlighten others as to the true nature of anarchism.

every police department she encountered. Never mind the Bill

Constitution; whatever Emma

The United States was very narrow

"bad" and so this dangerous woman

did not want to be forced into military service. Goldman was

as the United States was

Goldman was not a

Perhaps the human right underlying all others was the

people dealt equitably with their neighbor. In such a society 

the need

a book

she advocated was the utopian society that could exist if

a habit

equate the word "anarchy"



lectures— she might as well utilize the time advantageously

if she was going to spend the night in jail. It was no secret

that when the United States deported Goldman in 1919, they

were doing to silence her. For three decades she had beenso

employing her First Amendment right to the fullest, and this

was beyond toleration.

Emma Goldman is worth studying for her clarity of mind,

her oratorical and writing ability, her commitment to ideals,

her socio-political world.thecommentary on

rabbinic student, curious to ascertain what influence
and how this avowed anti­Judaism had life.in Goldman 1s

is clear that the anti­religionist felt about Judaism. It

As ain Russia affected her.Semi t ism that

to be the apocryphal Judith,child she imagined herself

Itdefending the Jews against those who would do them harm.

tobeginning that she grewfrom ethnocentricthiswas

just the Jews who needed a heroinerecognize that it was not

Judith to allShe would beto champion atheir cause.

nations.

this call to universalityplagued byBut Goldman was
rise to warNationalism and patriotism gavewithin herself.

itself aboveliftHumankind needed toand conf 1ict.
Shediffering backgrounds.partisanism and embrace others of

for mankind so long as11 no hopeopposed Zionism: there was
and blinded by theirdivided through boundariesthey are

171

I was

But as a

she witnessed



Yet there is no mistaking that

Goldman felt a part of the Jewish people. She had no interest

Jewish religion,thein

accepting of her Jewish background. She spoke of her

In the United States,family and Jews.in reference

she was surrounded by Jews.Britain,and GreatCanada,
traveled in wider circles. But throughout herCertainly she

entire life, Goldman chose to speak in Jewish neighborhoods,

While many ofand visit Jewish groups.in Yiddish,lecture

of her lifelong friendsher acquaintances were non-Jews, many

Alexander Berkman, her lawyer Harry Weinberger,Jews .were

MaxMollie Steimer, Henry Alsberg,Cohn,friends Michael

few of the Jews withand Rudolf Rocker were but a

anarchist Freie Arbeiterthe Jewish
the JewishOftenturned.shethatForwardsocialist

and Berkman for their

butmany times theyactions,
part of thefor they were athey always reported on them,

During her two years

to

between her

the endangered Jewsforconcern
all of itscountry forbettering theher commitment to

1927, Paris,”16,
Drinnon,

P-
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1
71.

"EG to Ben Capes, February

publications would berate Goldman

would rally to their support,

Baginski, 

whom she corresponded. In times of need or trouble it was to 

Stimme and the Jewish

’’people"

Jewish world of the East Side.
in Russia, Goldman visited with 

the emotional and

nationalistic viewpoints.1,1

many Russian Jews. She was an eyewitness

Physical destruction of the pogroms. She was torn

in anti-Semitic Russia and

but she was always cognizant and

to her



citizens. She believed that

in researching how
Goldman felt about Jews and Judaism, what is important is

that she often met regardless of the

conversation. In Russia, as well as other countries, Goldman

sought out the Jewish connection.

Yet for all her talk of universalism, Goldman harbored a

special place for Jews. Ben Reitman, her lover between 1908-

1917, would sometimes write anti-Semitic comments to Goldman,

as well as allusions to the teachings of Jesus. Most probably

to emotionally separate himself from Goldman,

but it always brought response from Goldman. In a 1914 letter

criticizing the Jews, he wrote that they were only interested

in bettering themselves :

go

Goldman responded to Reitman1 s letter:

2 136.Anarchy, and Emma Goldman, p.
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if society could be changed, 

anti-Semitism would disappear. She disagreed with many of the 

Russian Jewish intellectuals she met, but,

are quite an anti-Semite, aren’t you? I am 
take your point of view regarding the Jews, 

you know nothing about them, since you said

”... and the 
their Religion, 
IWW, Anarchist, 
and Irish. Also 
that we have to do ; - - - . wonderful
[to] break down the Racial feeling. It wou 
lecture, especially for the Jews.”

Rest can go to hell. Also the Jews bring 
their customs, into everything. Socialist, 

Jewish— they won't combine with the American 
labor, Hebrew trade unions. I am convinced 

anti-Jewish propaganda and do something

Falk, Love,

with other Jews,

this was done

"Hobo, you
dC;aTtyou--^--noVhrn9

tSi. “ec"X persecuted people owe

quite an



their survival only to the capacity of sticking together.”3

If Goldman criticized the Jews, it was out of a feeling

of loyalty, although this could be difficult to discern as

Jews
/Mother Earth article she said that Jews were bound together

not by a nation but by an idea. The Jews..."owing to a lack

of country crystallized andof own, . . . developed,their

idealized their cosmopolitan reasoning faculty... working for

the great moment when the earth will become the home for all,

without She agreed with

Norwegian dramatist Henrik Ibsen that the Jews were able to

make contributionsgreat

handicapped with a state. "It is certain that the moment the

have

reactionary and centralistic as all otherwill become as

nat ions. " 6 disappointed at the growing JewishGoldman was

and anti-nationalism. fueled particularly by the pogroms

Semitism in Russia, but she understood the motivation.

she maintained a closeThroughout Goldman’s life

family home in Russia,tensions of the
father which sherelationship of mutual

enjoyed for years before his death.

3 Ibid. , 136-37.pp.
4 Ibid. , 137.P-

Drinnon,
P.
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relationship with her family. As an adult she understood the 

and she developed a

I

5
71.

"EG to Ben Capes, February 16, 1927, Paris,

"they

respect with her

A closeness grew with her

distinction of ancestry or race."*

to culture because they weren’t

their own state," she wrote in 1927,

she always wrote of

Jews will

as "them," never "we." In a 1906



mother, support

that in her childhood. Her family

defended and sheltered Goldman during times of personal

attack, and the relationships created with her nieceswarm

solid friendships which spanned oceans and

borders. Perhaps it this experience of familial love andwas

that inspired Goldman's maternal streak,care her need and

desire to protect and care for those around her.
There that Emma Goldman, the anarchist and

pursuer of human rights, was influenced in her work by Jewish

ideals, and was supported in her work by the Jewish world in

which she operated. She was not mainstream in her thinking,

in her appealing andnor actions. herBut

inspirational to tours andand herJewish workers,many

magazine supported by Jews and Gentiles alike. Herwere

message did not embrace all Jews but it did embrace some, and

it spread diversified audience. Butto larger and morea

forget or reject the community from whichnever did Goldman

she emerged.

she penned in 1934,essay

Living?" Goldman thatwrote

trait. "6-expression is fundamental and dominant

One

and deportation,her acceptance of prison sentences

ability to look persecution in the eye, her unrelenting cry
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"The craving for liberty and

Red Emma Speaks: Selected Writings & Speeches 
p. 393.

"Was My Life Worth

can only be awed by how Goldman chose to live her life 
her

6 Goldman, 
by Emma Goldman,

and nephews were

a very

words were

is no doubt

who seemed committed to giving the love and

had been absent

In an

to Emma



to people who refused to listen to her truths— all to make

self-expression remained a sacredliberty andthatsure

Goldman has been dead 51 years,value.

living today,timeless . If Emma she would be

rank ofwalking in the front Pro-Choice gatherings in

would be leading the rallies in SanWashington, SheD . C .

protesting the United States involvement in theFrancisco,

could be delivering thePersian Gulf And sheWar . same

birth control and militarism 75 yearsspeeches she wrote on

personal freedom and aggressionbecause the issues ofago,

Goldman's writings and actionsare the same. For that reason,
continue to inform and inspire us today.
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and yet her words are

Goldman were
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