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Digest

The Development of American Jewish Thought in the
Twentieth Century as Reflected in the Writings of
Horace M, Kallen, Ludwig Lewisohn, and Morris Raphael Cohen

American writing was not bypassed by the unbe-
lievable social and technical developments of the late
nineteenth and twentieth centuries. A revolution was in
the making in Amesrican letters with the advent of the
machine age,

Occupying a not insignificant place in the galaxy
of literary luminaries in this country were the Jewish
writers. Many of them, of course, assimilated totally
to American themes. But even those who continued to
occupy themselves with Jewish themes were affected unmis-
takably by the forces that shaped the course of American
literature.

Horace Kallen, Ludwig Lewisohn and Morris
Raphael Cohen grew and wrote in the same generation,
and each of the trio can quite accurately be designated
by the label, American Jewish Writer.

It has been the aim of this thesis to show the
relatedness of these three to the American milieu and
thus ultimately to each other. But it would be a mistake
to take this as a sign of totally pre-determined uniformity.
Each personality was capable of producing unique perfor-
mances within a certain framework., It has besen the under=




standing of that framework which has been our main concern,

The characteristically American philosophy of
pragmatism gave rise among other things to a pre-occupa=
tion among the intellectuals with social conditions., One
of the most important successes of pragmatism was its
culmination in the "soclological jurisprudence" movement.
So we have taking shape in the first decades of the
twentieth century a liberal intellectual movement pre-
occupied with social justice, and creating a literature
of social criticism,

It was not unexpected that the doctrines of Karl
Marx should have attained popularity with this movement
in its early years, And the coupling of Marxism with
pragmatism was bound to manifest itself in a rejection of
religious institutions.

Kallen, Lewisohn, and Cohen fit intoc this pattern
with few reservations durlng the early years,

But these writers unlike their Gentile contem-
poraries, were bound up with an additional factor, the
issue of thelr Jewlishness. And we find that in applying
themselves to the problems posed by this issue, they
appropriated typically American trends of thinking and
synthesized a new creative Jewish literature,

Kallen's approach to the American scene as well
as to Judaism has remained throughout a thoroughly con=-

sistent pragmatic one. Lewlsohn's early writings ldentify




him as belonging to the liberal school of intellectuals,
By the thirties a total reaction had set in but even
then Lewisohn, by his own intentional admission identi=-
fied himself with the American bourgeocis and a recogniza=-
bly American bourgeois movement i.e. the native reaction
to reason and science, often referred to as neo-prthodoxy.
Cohen's identification with the liberal intellec-
tual group would be secure if only as a result of his
efforts in behalf of the "soclological jurisprudence”
movement. His preoccupation with the liberal interpreta-
tion of Americanism as based on his critical scientiflic
method and as applied to specifically American Jewish
problems cements his position as an American-Jewish writer.
The work of all three, then, in short tends to
support the proposition that American Jewish intellec~-
tualism consists in great measure of the application of
typical American thought patterns to the problems of
Jewish modernity and is unintelligible without an under=-
standing of the American intellectual climate,




Ta

page

Introduction i
Chapter I

The Backgrounds of Modern American

Thought
Chapter II

Horace Meyer Kallen 38
Chapter III

Ludwig Lewisohn 70
Chapter IV

Morris Raphael Cohen 103
Footnotes 122
Bibliography 128




AIntroduction

Whether because of the onslaught of national
maturity with 1ts tendency toward reflection or the spread
of national insecurity with 1its tendency toward chauvinism,
a huge amount of writing has been produced in recent years,
focusing on the development of the American intellect
and the contributions of America and Americans to modern
thought,

As it happens, a not inconsequential part has
been played by Jews in the development of the American
intellect -~ the catalogue is qulte large. The serious
secular historiographer however has usually been inter-
ested only in the literarily assimilated Jew, vwriting
on non-sectarian American themes, And this i1s under-
standeble, since, after all, he must place the accent
on the adjective in the term "Americen intellect," and
it may well be argued from his point of view that Jews
occupying themselves with predominantly Jewlsh themes,
are not in the maln stream of distinctively American
thought.

But the fact that it may be possible to under-
stand Americen thought without a consideration of Jewish-
oriented writing, does not mean that therefore there is
no relationship between the two., It is, in fact, the

ma jor contention of the present thesis that Jewish writing

e —— e



is immensely dependent on and demonstrative of the forces
at work in the American intellectual scene as a whole.
Indeed, the Jewish writers (and from now on I use this

term with reference to the nature of subject material)

are unintelligible without an understanding of these

forces, and this is not to imply that slavish imitation

was necessarily thelr major preoccupation, Their ability
to synthesize modernity with eternal Jewish problems was
very often creative in the highest tradition of Jewlsh
thinking -~ in the traditions of Maimonides and Mendelssohn.

To those who have been Lrought up In the school
of Jewish hero-worship this will be a blow. To those who
believe in the divine origin and distinctive originality
of all Jewish ideas it will be equally hard to bear.

But the story of American Jewish intellectualism merely
gives further support to the view that Jewish culture
always has reflected the social and economic milieu

in which it has resided.

In choosing this theme it was felt, then, that
in the present flurry of Amerlcan intellec*ual evaluation
a consideration of some Jewish intellectusls not commonly
studied would not be amiss, Three such individuals were
arbitrarily chosen on the basis of their prolificness,
the wide range of their interests and their 1;;ellectua1

and literary powers. (The approbation acmittedly in-

i1
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tended in the above statement does not infer taat no
attempt at criticism will be made. On the contrary,
since American Jewry depends on the intellectual leader-
ship of men such as these 1t 13 of great importance to
see wherein their limitations have existed.)

Four chaptears comprise this thesis, The open=-
ing chapter is intended to survey as briefly, yet as
relavantly as possible, the general American social and
intellectual scene as far back as the middle of the
nineteenth century, in order to establish a frame of
reference into which the details of the activity of the
Jewish intellectuals will fall and become meaningful
without repetition. This first chapter will then be
followed by three chapters, one each on Horace M, Kallen
(1882« ), Ludwig Lewisohn (1882- ), and Morris
Rephael Conen (1880-19L7), in that order for no partic-
ular reason.

At the outset it must be pointed out that due
to the immense output of the individuals under considera=
tion, it is impossible to include in the sp.ce of a work
of this nature every utterance on a given subject. The
aims of this thesis willybe to illumine typlcally consis-
tent patterns by selected incisive documentation rather

than by the heaping up of mass documentation.
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CHAPTER I

C rican t

Probably the most influential of the many varieties

of opinion that streamed into nineteenth century Americe
from Europe was the thesis of Evolution, popularly
ascribed to Darwin as a result of his _Origin of the
Species in 1859, The 1dea was, however, no sudden dis=-
covery -- it was long in the process of formulation.

Aes a result of the forces of the Enlightenment of the
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, philosophers had
popularized the idea of the gradual, continuous progress
of society and had even specified the various stages of
development. With the rise of modern science, the notion
of development became inescapable as the varlbuu branches
-=- such as botany, geology, etc. began to flourish,
Darwin's work merely crowned the labors that had been
transforming all phases of natural science for many
decades. The implications of Darwinism were ruinous for
many of the traditional frames of thought and quite timely
for certain new frames of thought. "Divine will" was
superseded by "natural causes" -- the struggle far
existence, adaptation to environment, and the survival of
the fittest. "Social evolutionists ......... reduced men's
ideas and institutions to mere evolutionary products,

-8till imperfect, but destined to evolve toward perfection.




'Social DarwinistsY applied the ideas of the survival
of the fittest in crude jungle style to the Jjustification
of acquiring empire from 'backward nations' or to the
defense of economic monopoly over less efficient business
rivals, As for the evolutionary 'law of progress',
Americans had long felt encouraged by their material
successes to believe that progress is inevitable, "t

Many Americans joined the ranks of the Darwinists
but the one whose efforts in the cause was destined to
have the most profound effect on American thought was
William James. In 1868 William James had written to
his brother Henry:

"The more I think of Darwin's ideas the

more weighty do they appear to me, though

of course opinion is worth very little ==

still, I believe that that scoundrel Agassiz

is unworthy either intellectually or morally

for him to wipe his shoes on, and I find a

certain pleasure in ylelding to the rooling.'2

James's Darwinism is embodied in his fruitful
plychologiﬁnl work but most important it led him ultimately
to the doctrine of Pragmatism. Much had been done earlier
on this idea by Charles 8. Peirce who wrote that in order
to clarify ideas 1t was necessary to show their conse-
quences in action. From this James took his point of
departure.

"A pragmatist turns his back resolutely and

once for all upon & lot of inveterate habits dear
to professional philosophies. He tuns away from
abstractions and insufficienfy, from verbal
solutions, from bad & priori reasons, from fixed
principles, closed systems, «nd pretended absolutes
and origins .... You must bring out of each word
its practical cash-values, set it at work within the




stream of your oxporlonco.'3

James' pragmatism enabled him to entertain a
hospitable viewpoint toward religion as a value for concrete
experience, and this attitude is expressed in the famous
Varieties of Religious Experience (Longmans, Green and
Company, 1902)

To determine to what extent James' pragmatic thinking
was encouraged by the commercial materialism of the age
which admittedly identified success with virtue, would be
quite difficult, and would doubtless lead to pointless
contention. It can only be said that it is not beyond
the realm of possibility that at sometime in the course
of the titanic inner struggle leading up to his pragma-
tism, James was tempted to grasp on to something whose
stability and trustworthiness were visible, and nothing
was more comfortingly visible in the "Gilded Age" in
America than the blessings of the prosperous, than the
well-being of the man who succeeded. It must be quickly
added however that James himself had no love for the
vulgarizers of Pragmatism who held an i1dea to be true
merely if it worked for an individual and nothing more.
James himself had much more than this in mind -- as a
Darwinist, he belleved that ideas must meet the selective
test of their environment to survive, but he was too
scientific and ethical a person to allow t..ls test to

be anything but rigorous.
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But while speculation as to the indebtedness
of James's own development to the material aspects of
American life may not yleld great fruit, it can be
safely said that having elaborated the idea it became
intimately bound up with them, indeed, it would have
been difficult to hit even intentionally upon a philosophy
more ldeally suited to the needs and character of
American life as it expanded from the Gilded Age to the
Machine &ge, (that it permeated American thought 1s well
documented, its impress on American Jewish writing will
be clearly demonstrated in the present work).

James found a worthy co-worker and successor in
John Dewey whose philosophy and new pedagogy were galining
the day at the University of Chicago at the turn of the
century. Dewey like James had moved from Emersonian
idealism towards empiricism which emphasized experience as
the sole reality, Affected deeply by the Darwinist revolu-
tion in philosophy, Dewey rejected philosophy as an inquiry after
absolute origins and finalities but accepted it rather
as the means for exploring specific values and the
specific conditions which generate them. Like James he
was & "voluntarist", believing in the power of the human
intelligence to remake man's environment and hence in his
ability to escape wholly deterministic influences. Unlike
James who remained a social conservative Devey attempted
the practiceal application of his philosophy to 1life and

. devoted himself to social causes,




Also unlike James, Dewey har bored no friendly
feelings toward religion. He could accept the beneficent
effects of the religious attitude but insisted on differ-
entiating between "Religion" and the "Religious" and
inveighed against the former with its " .., doctrinal
apparatus (which) it is incumbent upon 'believers' .....
to accept.®™ And their insistence "that there is special
and isolated channel of access to the truths they hold.'h
Dewey was given to speaking harshly of religion and could
only foresee its downfall,

Dewey influenced American educational theory more
deeply than any other man with his child-centered curriculum
stressing "learning by doing" and the democratic principle
of cooperation rather than the traditional aristocratic
principle of promoting the exceptional child and the
competitive individual,

Two more names must be Iinserted at this point,
before considering the ramifications of Pragmatism in
the broad reaches of American life,

First i1s the name of Karl Marx, Americans were
first introduced to Marx when Horace Greeley in the 1840's
vowed himself a socialist and opened the colummns of his
Tribune to h&g. Already in the middle period of American
history men of Greeley's mental power and political stand-
ing were drawn to the socialistic philosoph, =-- 1t was

no longer just the subject of discourse for obscure circles

. of working people. Only the civil war and the free land
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opened to labor by the Homestead Act were able to check
the strong radical drift in this country.

At any rate, this once obscure contributOwm to
the Tribune was destined to become the philosopher of the
most formidable working class movement in the history of
the world. In 1847 Marx in collaboration with his friend,
Frederick Engels, issued the challenge of the Communist
Manifesto to the ruling classes of the world: "Workingmen
of all lands, unitel You have nothing to lose but your
chainsi"

Within a short time the Manifesto crossed the
Atlantic., A socialist paper, Die Republik der Arbeiter
was founded in 1850 by William Weitling, and in the same year
a socialist gymnastic soclety was organized in New York,
Radical sentiment reached fearful enough proportions,
despite the meager numbers of actual socialists, to become
an object of the crusade which the “know-nothing” party
carried on against aliens, atheism, and anarchy.

It had certainly seeped through to some of the
most unexpected places in American pileces—ii—Americen
thought. Radical farmers of native American stock for
example were, all through this period,engaged in a class
enterprise of thelr own which was certainly tinged with
socialist theories. By 1884 no less & person than Jemes
Russell Lowell was of the opinion that socialism means

"the practical application of Christfanity to life and has




Te

in 1t the secret of an orderly and benign roconltruction.'s

By the end of the nineteenth century the influence of soclalism
on the American scene, especially the intellectual scene

was not to be ignored,

The second name to be inserted at this point is
that of Sigmund Freud. Freud first visited America in
1909, President G. Stanley Hall of Clark University,
another ardent disciple of James had invited Freud to
give a series of lectures, and in these lectures he set
forth his theories concerning the censorship of the "ego"
in repressing the basic drives of the "id" especially in
the area of sex,and the techniques of free association and
dream interpretation in obtaining entry into the subcon=-
scious level of existence. From 1910 on, books on Freud
appeared by the score and the popularization as well as
the vulgarization of his 1deas was assured. It provided
the ingredients on the one hand for the cults of irration-
ality and human animality and on the other hand for the
beneficent mentsl hyggpfine movement.,

Returning now to our consideration of pragmatism
we find that one of its most striking successes was the
revolution 1t brought about in the field of jurisprudence.
This fleld, heavily handicapped by the load of profession-
alism carried on its back Jlagged as a sclence. cx

"Like theology, with which it was long

associated in Western Europe, civil law, its

vigilent guardians averred, was © mysterious

substance discovered in the realm of abstract
Justice by adepts at the business. The mastery
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of the subject was to be attained mainly by
a studybf the words of lawgivers. On such
verbal nutriment, generations of practising
attorneys were brought to maturity and conviec~
tion, and, as long as they were abls to keep
their domain isolated from the inquiries of the
profane, their authority was secure.
"But under the all-penetrating searchlight of
modern science it was impossible to maintain
the cabalistic spell, especially .'61" now had
to climb domn to the market place.™
When delivering a dissenting opinion on the
validity of a labor statute in 1907 Justice Holmes of the
Supreme Court who became the shining light of the new
school of jurisprudence wryly remarked, "this case is
decided upon an economic theory which a large part of the
country does not entertain ... General propositions do not
decide concrete cases., The declsion will depend on a judg-

ment or intuition more subtle than any articulate ma jor
premise."’

Thus did it gradually become apparent that the
law was merely a form of social and economic expression,
everchanging, ever-adapting to the processes of soclety.
A new faith began to flourish known as "sociological
jurisprudence"” under whose terms it became fitting for
students to inquire into LMe economic and psychological
motives of those who made and interpreted the law, To
this school of thought, the pragmatic test to determine
truth and justice was far more important than the tradie
tion of the law's certainty -- and with the spreading of

) this 1dea, pragmatism had scored another great victory,

e — o ———.
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In the fleld of literature the impact of the
Darwinistic sciences was also felt, The naturalistic
novel had come to the fore already in the nineties. Man
was studied frankly as an animal motivated by his
appetite. The sexual life of the subject was fully por-
trayed. Zola and Dostoevski laid the foundations for
this school in Europe and it was not long before the
Americans William Dean Howells and Stephen Crane were
their ardent disciples.

One of the greatest of the literary naturalists
was Theodore Dreiser. He started out as a newspaperman
and later as so many of the naturalistic novelists did, he
drew much of his materials from his contact with all
levels of urban life and from press files themselves,
Sister Carrie, his first novel, was a remarkable study -
displaying a concern for economic factors in determining
behavior, realism,and an utter frankness on sex which
csused a good many years delay in distribution. Dreiser's
American Tragedy (1925) continued the realistic approach
and the concern with economic factors but showed a more
sensitive psychological technique on a par with Dostoevski.
As for W, D, Howells' 1t must be noted that his significance
lies not only in his early espousal of the naturalistic
cause, For naturalism was not the lom: characteristic of
Howells' writing. Marxismhad influenced him, too. He was
drawn early into the struggle of labor against the

. Plutocracy that accompanied the rise of the national
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labor movement in the second half of the nineteenth
century., He not only made that conflict and its antithesis,
the socialism of A Traveller from Altruria, an integral
part of his literary art, but he also entered into the
forum of political 1life to champion the lowly -- even to
protest against the execution of the Chicago anarchists
when he knew his protest would be unpopular with the vast
ma jority of Americans,

The confluence of these two streams of thought,
naturalism and socialism was of course not unusual -- the
former devoting itself to such a great degree to the frank
and sympathetic portrayal of human suffering and the
latter addressing itself to the alleviation of same.
Howells thus was not a lone figure. a

Edward Bellamy in Looking Backward comhined the
two, the synthesis was also at the root of the art of the

L

gifted storyteller of the Alaskan frontier, Jack London,

though at times in most contradictory terms, and the “
soclalistic writings of Upton S inclair rounded out the
ranks of the leaders of the new dissident school of '

novellsts.

Also experiencing a renaissance as a literary

e ——

form by the turn of the century was the medium of the

magazine. This was made possible in no small measure

by technical advances in reproducing illusty ationa. With

the development of cheap photo-engraving in the nineties, a :
. revolutionary cut in costs was effected. In 1893, Prank
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Munsey announced that Munsey's Magazine would sell at ten
cents instead of twenty five and others had to follow his
lead.

In 1865 an Anglo-Irish immigrant, Edwin L. Godkin
had founded a journal of opinion known as Nation and
established a national tradition for independent, intellec-

tual journalism, Oodkin did not perceive the new social
forces behind trade unions and Populism,and was unwilling
to propose anything more radical than free trade. Never-
theless he made The Nation a dominant force in the field

o

of literary and esthetic criticism. One of his chief
successors on The Nation was the liberal Oswald Garrison '
Villard, whose connections began during Godkin's final

years, With Villard began a reversal in social policy ’

toward the dissidence of the Howells-London-Sineclalr school, |

By the 1900's the progressive movement in journalism ]
was well under way, roing by the name of "muck-raking." This
represented of course the spread of the attitude of social

protest from the novel., But it was also due in very large

measure to the economic necessities brought by the tech=- }
nical advances alluded to above. When the price of Munsey's '
Magazine went down from twenty-five cents to ten a new
merket was established made up of lower income readers =--

if the other magazines were to hold their ground in the

race for circulation they not only had to dror their

prices but also had to cater to the social outlook of the ‘

+ lower-income groups, It was natural therefore that enter-
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prising magazine publishers like S. S. McClure, Hearst

and others should eventually turn to popular articles on
the abuses of corporate monopolies and urban politics. It
was in this metier that Lincoln Steffens attained fame,
muck-raking the rottemness of urban politics in startling
articles while managing editor of McClure'a -- articles

that were republished as books in The Shame of the Cities
(190L) and The Struggle for Self Government (1906). It
ie only necessary to mention in passing that the same
forces were reflected in the fleld of newspaper writing --
where the names of Pulitzer and Hearst became synonymous
with the New Journalism and the sensational press.
We turn now from the fields of science, philosophy
and art to the realm of politics. The gulding light of the
men who shaped nineteenth century American politics, the
politics of annexation and expansion,was a unique doctrine
known as Manifest Destiny. The pioneer farmers, so the
argurent ran, had rights to the soil that were superior to those
of backward nomadic peoples; also the Anglo-Saxon benefited mane
kind by Introducing everywhere democracy, civilization,
and regeneration; besides geography determined the eventual
annexation of nearby undeveloped areas by powerful states;
end above all, American expansion was not selfish in a
colonial sense enyway, but offered equality to all peoples
under the flag., Such patriots as proclaime¢ the doctrine
of Manifest Destiny could plainly see that their nat!on had

‘A glorious mission to spread the blessings of civilization
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to makind and by 1865 they had evolved an entire library
of imperialist writings.

In the 1880's and 1890's, the extreme exponents
of Manifest Destiny became feverishly active. European
examples in imperialism in Asia and Africa offered some
inspiration. Nationalism, social Darwinism and racialism

added fuel to the fire, By this time, too, imperialism
was encouraged by the fact that the frontier was gone and by
the alleged need of outlets for the rapidly growing citles
and factories. PBut businessmen were still too absorbed
by the highly profitable domestic market to risk capital
upon uncertain overseas investments., Even by 1900, American in-
vestments abroad did not exceed a half-billion dollars;
but by 191l the total was over three and a half billion
and the United States Steel Corporation alone could
boast of two hundred and sixty-eight agencies in over
sixty nations. At the same time, thls country moved from
the colonial status of a debtor nation to the world
position of a major creditor.

With such exponents of "realistic" imperialism
as Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan and his ardent admirers,
no less personages than Theodore Roosevelt, John Hay and
Henry Cabot Lodge, not to mention the outspoken Senator
Albert J. Beveridge of Indiana, leading the way, America
embarked on an unmistakable policy of expansionism at
the turn of the century.

C em——— o T e g
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The greatest example of the application of this
policy was the Spanish American war,

When the Republican party returned to power in
1879 they were committed to a national platform which "had
declared in favor of using influences and good offices to
give peace and independence to Cuba and had taken note of
the fact that Spain was unable to protect the property of
lives of resident American citizens, referring to economic
interests which included more than fifty million in invested
capital, sixteen million dollars worth of alleged
damages done ..... to American citizens, and a trade
rod:ing approximetely a hundred millions lnnunlly."B

Through all of the difficult occurrences of 1806 and
1898 the government of Spain maintained a position which
sought to avoid a war which it knew could habe but one
end., When the Maine was sunk the Spanish government was
more than solicitous in its attempts to do the proper
thing in the circumstances. In April 1898 it assured
McKinley that it was ready to suspend Hostilities, call a
Cuban parliament and grant a generous local autonomy,
thus complying substantially with every demand that the
president had made. But McKinley was beset by the war
party celling for extreme measures, and the sentiment they
stirred up overwhelmed him. The war's outcome was a
foregone conclusion, Cuba received its independence and
the United States received Porto Rico, an island in the
- Ladrones and authority over the Philippines pending final

e e .
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settlement, As the Beards genially put 1t, "To suppose
that the State and Navy Departments of the United States were
at that point unconscious of the economic and strategic

utility of the Philippines, especially in view of American

operations in the Pacifie for a century past, 1s to

imagine that they were lacking in the sophistication .

commonly displayed by the Anglo-Saxon people on such

occasions."’
This is not to say that the entire country had
become rabid with acute imperialism. The orientation of
the masses still called for discrimination and caution, but
the influence of 1npdillisn could no longer be denied.

At the opposite end of the political scale there |
existed & peace movement in America which was well organi- i
zed as far back as the first half of the nineteenth :
century. The Civil War had dealt it a severe blow but it
gradually recovered,and after the Civil War took on a new
orientation shifting away from the vague and mystical k
generalities regarding the wickedness of war and embracing
arbitration as a course of action., Vigorous English, f
French, and Scandinavian peace organizations cooperated
with the revived American Peace Soclety in pressing for
arbitration treaties, a league of nations, an international
court and a reduction of armaments. These peacemakers had
an influence in the successful arbitration by a Geneva
Tribunal in 1872 of the Alabama claims of the United
States for damages sustained during the Civil War by




reason of England's building of vessels for the Confedersacy,
as well as in many other cases,

Ironically, the peak of pacifist activity came
during the decade before World War I. In 1910 the World
Peace Foundation was established with a large endowment
to spread throughout America information on international

affairs. Andrew Carnegie whose steel factories produced
among other things naval armour plate built the Peace
Palace at the Hague and provided a ten million dollar
fund in 1910 for an educational agency known as the Carnegle
Endowment for International Peace, headed by President
Nicholas Murray Butler of Columbia,

Active as the serious literati of the pacifist
movement at this time were the Englishman Norman Angell !
and Williem James who published the famous essay, "The
Moral Equivalent of War," |

The United States entered World War I at the height l
of the peace movement and with a member of the American f
Peace Society in the White House. It is beyond the scope
of this chapter to attempt to discuss the many factors that
came into play, politicel, economical, even philosophical
to change Wilson from the man who had little sympathy with
either side, who had publicly called attention to the
fact that "the objects which the statesmen of the belligerents
on both sides have in mind in this war are virtually the
same, 88 stated Iin general terms to their own people and 4

to the world,%® to the man who called for the declaration
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of war against Germany in April 1917.

Once in the war, however, changes in the face of
the American social pattern became apparent. The compul=-
sions of modern war led to a regime of "war socialism,™
Industry was regimented under Bernard Baruch's War Indus-
tries Board. Socialization overtook the communications
industry as well as the light and {Ei; industries, Labor
gained measurably in status as a result of war needs,
Negro migration to northern citlies received new impetus
giving new meaning to slum problems and urban racial
tensions,

The problem of civil liberties was one of the most
delicate brought out by the war., Immediately after the
declaration of war, Wilson organized a committee on publie
information for the purpose of "selling the war to
America,™ and in turn for deluging the world with American
propaganda, Never before in history had such a thorough
campaign been organized and its success in uniting a
divided nation surpassed expectation. By means of such
patriotic themes as Wolves of Kultur and The Beast of
Berlin they were able to convince most Americans. But for
those who weren't convinced the government dealt merciless-

ly under drastic status.

"In June 1917 Congress passed the Espionage Act,
laying heavy penalties on all persons who inter=-
fered in any way with the effective mobiliza.ion

of the military and naval forces of the nation,

Not content with the sweeping provisions of this law,
the President asked and recelved from Congress

a still more severe measure, the Sedition Act




18,

of May 1918, a statute which in effect made

any criticism of the Wilson administration

illegal., Though this measure surpassed in

violence the Sedition Law of 1798, so hotly
denounced by Thomas {!ftoraon, it was enacted
without difficulty."

Naturally the great burden of work under the
Espionage and Sedltion Acts fell upon the Department of
Justice which now became transformed into a nation-wide
spy system, with thousands of employees at its service
not to mention an additional force of over two hundred
thousand paranoid private citizens who fancied themselves
detectives and enrolled with the Justice Department in the
work of watching neighbors, ‘

Mass hysteria was beginning to catch on,Anti-
German demonstrations were widespread,and even the German
language and German music became the victims of discrimina-
tion in many circles,

Mass hysteria was further nourished in the popular

loan drives which compelled everyone including recalcitrants
to join., Every agency of social control from the church to
theaters to industrial plants was mustered to add momentum

to the drive. “All the vociferous advertising me Lhods

so characteristic of American business in general were
mobilized to force each issue 'over the top.' Not a
latent sentiment of loyalty, fear, love, or hate was left
unstirred. Immense posters bearing the imprint of a
bloody hahd and carrying the legend, Ythe Hun, his Mark,
Blot it out with Liberty Bonds,' were r1un§§2L. hoardings

to move one type of investor. Streamers bearing the inscrip-
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tion, 'Ask his Mother How Many Bonds You Should Buy,'
appealed to another class,"12

To make matters much worse, the sudden eruption
of Lenin and the Communist Revolution in Russia added the
violent ingrediant of a Red scare to the hysterical senti-
ment. As a result doctrines of repression that had been
dormant since the era of the Alien and Sedition Acts in
1798 were revived on both the federal and the state levels,

Education in particular suffered because of the
war, Professors were expelled from institutions of higher
leaming frequently on evidence that would not convict a
notorious cut-purse in normal times, Columbia University
leading‘gff in this kind of purification. _

"It is very difficult to discharge professors

once employed,”™ wrote A. Barton Hepburn, the

banker philanthropist on its (Columbia's) board

of trustees, "They make co cause and howl

about academic freedom ..."

Such was the temper of the land when peace came
at the end of 1918,

One of the things accomplished by wartime nationalism
was to cut short the progressive impulse toward social reform

and send the country back in the direction of laissez-

faire individualism, Now with the war over the reaction

at home became even more pronounced. It was compoungded

of a Red Scare, (in which the middle class applied the

colored brush to 2ll organized labor agitation feuring ‘

the revolt of the working clanno‘L chauvinism and racial-

ism. The postwar upsurge of commmism in Europe had



caused widespread reaction there within a short time of
the end of the war, causing nationalists in Italy end
Germany to seek anti-communists insurance by organizing
fascist parties. Even England ultimately ylelded to
the panic and the Labour party was defeated at the end
of 192L.

In America, the year 1919 opened with a bewil-
dering outbreek of strikes which the newspapers hastily
attributed to communist origin., Actually the cause for
labor's unrest were far more obvious =-- the results of
postwer inflation which increased the cost of living at
the same time that overtime pay came to an end making it
nard for laborers to maintain living standards.

Frederick Lewis Allen tells us that:

"Those were the days when column after column

of the front pages of the newspapers shouted the
news of strikes and anti-Bolshevist riots; when
radicals shot down Armistice Day paraders in

the streets of Centralia, Weashington, and in
revenge the patrlotic citizenry took out of the
jall a member of the I.W.W. -- a white Americen,
be it noted -~ and lynched him by tying a rope
around his neck and throwing him off a bridge;
when properly elected members of the Assembly of
New York State were expelled (and their con-
stituents thereby disfranchised) simply “ecsause
they had been elected as members of the venerable
Sociallst Party; when a jury in Indiana took two
minutes to acquit a man for shooting and killing
an alien because he had shouted, 'To hell with the
United States'; and when the Vice-President of the
nation cited as a dangerous manifestation of radie
calism in the women's colleges the fact that the girl
debaters of Radcliffe had upheld the affirmative
in an intercollegiate debate on the sul ject:
'Resolved, that the recognition of labor unions

by employers is essential to successful collective
bargaining.' It was an era of lawless and disor-
derly defense of law and order, of unconstitutional
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defense of the Comstitution, of suspicion and
civil conflict --lﬁp a very literal sense, n
reign of terror."

Of course ...

" ... there was, too, a rag-tag-and bobtail
collect of communists and anarchists, many
of whom,former Socialists, nearly all of them
foreign-born, most of them Russian, who talked
of going still further, who took their gospel w
direct from Moscow and, presumably with the aid

of Russian funds, preached it aggressively among

the slum and factory-town population.

"This latter group of communists and anarchists

constituted a very narrow minority of the radical

movement -- absurdly narrow when we consider all

the to-do that was made about them. Late in 1919

Professor Gordon S. Watkins of the University of

Illinots, writing in the Atlantic Monthly, set i
the membership of the Soclalist party at 39,000 |
and of the Communist Labor party at from 10,000

to 30,000, end the Communist party at from 30,000

to 60,000, In other words, according to thie
estimate the Communists could muster at the most
hardly more than one-tenth of one per cent of the
adult population of the country; and the three
parties together =- the majority of whose members
were probably content to work for their ends by
lawful means -~ brought the proportion to hardly more
than two-tenths of one per cent, a rather slender
nucleus, it would seem, for a revolutionary mass
movement,

"But the Americen business man was in no mood to
consider whether it was a slender nucleus or not.
He, too, had come out of the way with his fighting
blood up, ready to lick the next thing that stood
in his way., He wanted to get back to business and
enjoy his profits. Labor stood in his way with a
militant patriotism; and mingling his idealistic
with his selfish motives, after the manner of all
men at all times, he developed a fervent belief
that 100 per cent Americanism and the Welfare of
God's Own Country and Loyalty to the Teachings of
the Foundling Fathers implied the right of the business
man to kick the union organizer out of his work-
shop. He had come to distrust anything and every-
thing that was foreign, and this radicalism he saw
as the spawn of long-haired slavs and unwashed East-
Side Jews. And, finally, he had been nourished
during the war years upon stories of S§pies and
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plotters and international intrigue. He had

been convinced that German sympathizers signaled

to one another with lights from mountain-tops

and put ground glass into surgicsl dressings, and he
had formed the habit of expecting tennis courts

to conceal gun-emplacements. His credulity had

thus been stretched until he was quibe ready to
believe that a struggle of American laboring-men
for better wages was the beginning of an armed
rebellion directed by Lenin and Trotsky, and that
behind every innocent professor who taught that
there were arguments for as well as against |
socialism there was a bearded rascal from eastern

Europe with a money glg in one hend and a smoking

bomb in the other,"l

This fear of course was fed juat enough by occesional
extreme incidents such as the postal bombs which could ;
be attributed to radicals, to assure that no slackening
in the intensity of the Red Scare would take place. b

Worst of all the strikes in the critical year of
1919 was the Boston police strike. The police had a
legitimate grievance -- their salary scale started at eleven
hundred dollars out of which uniforms had to be bought, and
the inflation made eleven hundred dollars seem very small
at that, The city falled to remedy the situation and at the
same time refused to allow the police to organize a union
or to strike. The police felt they were left with no
other alternative so they left the city without protection.

When this happened public opinion turned against the strik-
ing police. Theirs became a lost cause and they were
denounced from 211 quarters including the governor of
Massachusetts, Calvin Codlige, whose politically eitute
rebuke to Samuel Gompers "there 1s no right to strike

dgainst the public safety by anybody, anywhere, anytime"
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made him an overnight hero and paved the road to the White
Hous=e in no small degree.

The public reaction to the great Steel Strike of
1919 involving several hundred thousand steel workers in
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Illinols as well as the
famed Sacco-Vanzettl affair further deomnstrated the
extent to which the roots of the Red Scare had implanted
themselves,

On the obverse side of the red-tinted coin was
the fostering of ch;giniau and intolerance. By 1920 the
Klu Klux Klan had grown from a few thousand to one hundred
thousand and by 192l it had reached an estimated two and
a half million members,

The "eugenics cult" an iyllegitimate offspring
of sclentific eugenics had gained momentum in the United
States during the second decade of the twentleth century,
preaching that brand of raciallism known as Aryan superior=-
ity or Nordicism, The Frenchman Gobineau had prepared
the ground for this with his "raclal-determinism" inter-
pretation of history. Super-patriotism and "America
Firstism" carried the attack ageinst Negros, Jews, Roman
Cetholics and virtually all foreigners of non-Nordic
descent whose numbers had been swelled by the huge immi-
gration from East Europe at the turn of the century.

The bitterly fought over Immigration Act of 192, with its
sharp non-Aryan restrictions reflected the influence of

these movements on federal policy. Their influence on
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the civil 1life of the land was no less contentious.
The new urban settlement of Negroes caused a jostling
with whites in residential districts, strect-cars and public
places and in a hundred other ways to produce a situation
never before encountered on a large scale in America.
Hacial@im and the fear of Bolshevism turned this new cir-
cumstance into the basis for conflict and rioting on a
violent scale,

Jews, too, fell under the uSspicion of a majority
bent upon an undiluted Americanism., Henry FWord disclosed
the menace of the "International Jew"™ in the forged

Protocols of the Elders of Zion.

"The Ford attack, absurd as it was, was merely

an exaggerated manifestation of a widespread
anti-Semitism ,.. Landlords grew less disposed

to rent to Jewish tenants, and schools to admit
Jewish boys and girls, ... Harvard College
seriously debated limiting the number of Jewish
students; and all over the country Jews felt that
a barrier E&d fallen between them and the
Gentiles,"

On his sixty-fifth birthday in August 1927 Rabbi
David Philipson pessimistically stated:
" ... We seem to have gone backward. The condi=-
tions are not nearly so bright today as they were
when i entered professional 1life forty-four years
ago."17
Of course Philipson saw Zionism at the root of all
the Jews' troubles and it was mostly against this movement
that he was inveighing. But despite his inability to
see beyond his pet peeve, he was quite right in sensing

that all was not well with the Jewish position in America
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in the twenties.

Jewish national defensive socleties such as the
American Jewish Committee (1906) and the Anti-Defamation
League of B'nal Brith (1913) had their hands full, and
the American Jewish Congress (the second organization of
that name) was called into being in 1922 by those who felt

that the situation still wasn't bolgz::gg;d with,

As a consequence of the needs of the war-impover=-
ished Jewry of Eastern Europe the Joint Distribution
Committee was organized to provide efficient relief.

Another consequence of the war had been the Balfour Declara=-
tion of 1917 by which England committed herself to a
Palestinian homeland for the Jews. This alarmed the largely
German Reformed movement but it ,avo new hope to American
Zionists who despite early English and continental leader-
ship were soon to become the most powerful segment of the
world Zionist movement,

Racialism and the Red Scare did not monopolize
all of the attention of Americans in the twenties. The
worst of the Red Scare was over by 1921 as a matter of
fact, though racialism and intolerance retained threir ;
grasp throughout most of the decade, But taking place
during these same twenties was what Frederick Lewis Allen
calls "the Revolution in Manners and Morals"18 especially
among the younger generation. The feminine half of this
generation was raising the hemline of 1ts skirts, using

_cosmetics, smoking cigarettes, getting drunk and indulging
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in petting. The forces of morality were outraged and
Reform groups rallied to the defense of "womanly purity, the
very fountainhead of family and civil life."

A number of for.es were working together and inter-
acting upon one another to make this revolution inevitable,
First of all there was the wild abandon and devil-may-
care attitude fostered by the exigencies of the World
War, followed by poste-war disillusion. There was the new
independence of the American woman who had won suffrage
in 1920, and who was belng freed from household drudgery
by new domestic inventions. And perhaps the greatest
influence was Freud. Sex became the central topic for the
more-or-less educated public. Almost every human motive
was attributable to it and the first requirement of mental
health was to have an uninhibited sex life. Interpreters
and popularizers with varying degrees of gullelessness
made 1t an assured prospect that the spread of Freudian-
ism would not be without its harmful effects., And the
effects were not long in coming. Sex and confession
magazines and lurid motion pictures crowded the news
stands and theaters and their influence reached a class
of readers and movie-goers who had never neard and never
would hear of Freud and the libldo.

The automobile and prohibition also played their
parts in bringing about the revolution in manners and
morals. Altogether the power of these forces was
- irresistible.




Another result of the revolution was the growth
of vulgarity and the negation of civil amenities.

"Someday," wrote F. L. Allen, "perhaps the

be Kiows 88 the Decade of Bed Rannere. L0

Immensely significant was the business expansion
of the twenties, With the return to "normalcy" during
the Harding administration the tide of prosperity began
to gather -- even though the Big Bull market was still
in the future. The war had impoversished Europe and
hardly damaged the United States at all so that when
peace came Americans found themselves the economic masters
of the world, With enormous resources in materials and
in human energy and with a wide domestic market they were
ready to take advantage of the situation. They had de-
veloped mass production to & new point of efficlency,
had turned high pressure advertising into a science, and
besides felt that the Republican administration was their
ally., Thus the imaginative and daring strides taken by
American business are not surprising.

A most striking characterization of the prosperity
of the decade is given in one short paragraph by F. L.
Allen:

"Pick up one of those graphs with which statis-

ticians measure the economic ups and downs of

the Post-war Decade. You will find that the
line of business activity rises to a jagged pesk
in 1920, drops precipitously into a deen valley
in late 1920 and 1921, climbs uncertainiy up-
ward through 1922 to another peak at the middle
of 1923, dips somewhat in 192ﬁe(but not nearly
so far as in 1921), rises again in 1925 and
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1926, dips momentarily but slightly toward

the end of 1927, and then zigzags up to a

perfect Everest of prosperity in 1929 =-

only to plunge down at last into the bottom-

less abyss of 1930 and 1931."

An analysis of the causes for the plunge is not
within the scope of this consideration -- that can be
left to & purely economic treatise on the twenties. I§
is relevant to our theme only to state that during these
years

"The business man was, as Stuart Chase put it,

'the dictator of our destinies,' ousting 'the

statesman, the priest, the philosopher, as

the creeator of standards of ethics and behaviof!'

and becoming 'the finli authority on the conduct

of American soclety.'"?l

The veneration which business recelved elevated it
to the position of natlonal religion. To be called a
good business man was to be pald the highest compliment.
Indeed it was Bruce Barton's contention that Jesus was a
great executive having forged twelve unknown men into an
organization that conquered the world. In fact, he was
"the founder of modern business." The association of
business with raligion'in all quarters was indeed
phenomenal,

As for religion itself during this decade, al-
though there are no specific figures on church attendance,
the feeling was widespread that religion was losing
ground., The spiritusl loss was ascribed to many sources:
the general let-down in moral energy which followed the

war; the prosperity that put the automobile at the head
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of the values of life; the popularity of Sunday golf;
and the disapproval in some quarters of political lobby
and Klan participation by some churches., None of these

causes however were nearly as potent as was science in

its affect upon the churchea. The prestige of sclence
during this era was immense. Men and women were ready

to believe that science could accomplish almost anything
and the presses were deluging them with scientific informa-

tion and theory. Outlines of knowledge poured from print-

ing houses, newspapers were devoting front pages spaces to
the latest discoverles as well as feature space to
| pupulerizers such as Wiggam, Millions were being intro- t
| duced to evolution for the first time now, l
Anthropology helped de-glamorize religious teach=-
ings nearly as much as evolution. 4nd reigning over all
the sclences as king was psychology.
So powerful was the effect of scientific ideas
that the Protestant churches of America were broken into
two warring cemps: Modernists vs. Fundamentalists. The ,
Fundamentalists who began to call themselves by this
name in 1921, went to the extreme right in their reaction
sgainst sclence declaring belief in the letter of the '
Bible, while the Modernists tried hard to reconcile their
beliefs with scientific thought. The tide of the times
seemed to be running against the Fundamentalists but
they were numerous (and would continue to be so, for what |

* they nad to offer was of recurring value to great segments
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of the popuhtion) and so they fought strenuously. The
famous Scopes trial in Dayton, Tennessee in 1925 on the
issue of teaching evolution in the schools was the most
colorful manifestation of this clash. Sclence was fo-
cusing a strong spotlight on religion and wherever the
latter was not totally blinded it was at least undergoing
great discomfort in adjusting to the glare.

The Post-War reaction of the American middle
class which had resulted in the Red Scare, racialism,
vulgarity, and the deification of business brought about
a reaction of its own, this one on the part of the
intellectuals, Their full disenchantment with the Peace
of Versailles was expressed in such novels as Three
Soldiers by John Dos Passos and The Enormous Room by
E. E. Cummings. Their disgust for the cultural poverty,
the mass prejudices and the smugness of small town life
as well as for the immoral standards of the "business"
orientation was bitingly deymonstrated by Sinclair Lewis
in Main Street and Babbit. The most energetic of the
intellectuals was H, L. Mencken whose name became synony-
mous with "the revolt of the highbrows.™ Walter Lippman
called nim "the most powerful personal influence on this
whole generation of educated people." A tremendous i{ndi-
vidualist, Mencken indulged in the narcissism and snobbism
that became a trademark of the highbrows to an exc ;ssive
degree, deriving great satisfaction from ridiculing the
- "homo boobiens™ and the "mob" and citing results of the
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mental tests given recruits dvring the war to prove the
inherent inferiority of the plain people. One of the
great campaigns he carried on in his American Mercury
was the war against the enforcement of propriety whether
by censorship or prohibition and against "Puritanism"
which term for MNencken included almost all kinds of
personal inhibitions. And there was never a shortage of
recruits in the waging of this war., Intellectuals by the
score rallied to the ranks, and other periodicals such as
The Nation and the New Republic (191l) kept the cause
alive as well,

While Mencken was enjoying his battle there was a
considerable group of his intellectual confreres who while
preoccupied with the same rejection were finding their lot
a depressing one. These were the members of the group of
literary expatriates, living self-exiled in Europe during
the twentles to whome Gertrude Stein applied the epithet
"The Lost Generation." To these men, among them Ernest
Hemingway, John Dos Passos, F, Scott Fitzgerald and T. S.
Eliot,disillusionment had hecome so intense that they
felt they could no longer endure soclety; life had lost
all purpose and dircction. All the grand certainties of
the optimistic liberals were gone.

"Their enthusiasm for a just soclal order had

waned and in its place came an intense preoccupa-

tion with self rather than with the common good.

Society was past redemption and no group was as

important as the individual, The men of the Lost

Generation, like Narcissus of the Greek legend,
were absorbed in contemplating their own image,"22
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But despite the futility felt by writers and
artists themselves the decade which had produced such
creative figures as Eugene O'Neill, John Dewey, T. S,
Eliot, Theodore Dreiser and Sinclair Lewis could hardly
be looked upon as & futile one,

In October and !ovonbor§3929 came the crash.
Business declined at an alarming pace and by 1932 the na-
tional income had fallen below that of 1912 when the popu=-
lation was less by thirty million people. Unemployment
reached staggering proportions and communists and fascists
weren't the only ones declaiming about the doom of capital-
ism, People began to look frantically to the Federal
government for help but the Republican administration
falled to produce any new or imaginative approach and so was
voted out of office to make way for the New Deal.

The New Deal, although one of its effects was to
elevate labor to & position of unprecedented power, was
at the outset essentially concerned with getting business
back on its feet, Franklin D. Roosevelt reiterated con-
stantly that his purpose was to preserve capitalism., Busie
ness was consulted in the writing of the NRA in 1933,
Dominant corporations wrote the "codes™ that fixed prices
intended to stabilize business., In effect, immunity
from anti-trust laws was conferred upon these farms,

But s the NRA turned out, the unions were the on.s tha%
profited from tnhe key Section TA effectively guaranteeing

" collective bergalining free from employer intimidation.
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Thereafter the power of labor swelled to such proportions
that employers found little that was good in the New Deal.
The depression and the New Deal philosophy of

social planning eventually focused great interest on the

consumer rather than upon the competitive businessman, '

There came a demand for more consumer protection through

leglslation. The federal government issued a Consumer's
Guide and private groups published Consumer's Research and

Coensumer's Union pamphlets, Economists gave college
courses on comsumer education while women's clubs sponscred
lectures on the subject.

Meanwhile American domestie life was suffering
the greatest shock in its history. Divorce, desertion,

a general breakdown of morals, suicide, child labor -=-

all increassed and Federal Ald was only partially able to
combat the situation. The school was an easy victim of the
depression. Teachers had to be discharged, classrooms

were overcrowded and terms shortened. Federal ald was
applied but the census of 1940 snowed that ten million
adults had so little education as to be practically illiter-
ate and that three million children were still not attend-
ing school at all,

During the early years of the depression, newspaper
cubscriptions dropped sharply. Newspaper bankruptricies
brought about & perliod of mergers and consolidatio. with
the result that a single holding company dominated by

' bankers might own competing papers in the same city. The
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great newspapers that survived the depression became
ever more conservative in outlook reflecting the finan=
cial pressures that bore upon them. The overwhelming
majority of American newspapers were anti-New Deal
throughout all of Franklin Roosevelt's incumbency.

The radio which, more than any other new devel=-
opment with the exception of the automobile had revolu=-
tionized the mores of twenties, was a common commodity
by the mid-thirties. And it too showed a good deal of
conservatism et due to its advertising sponsorship and
corporate ownership.

The depression drove away about a third of the
usual motion picture audiences. Hollywood was forced to
fight for its life on the foreign market as well as the
domestic. To avoid giving offense the industry did away
with the soclal message for all intents and purposes and
concentrated on lust, violence and penthouses. Thass
raised a storm of pQrtest in certain quarters giving rise
to such organizations as the Catholic Legion of Decency.

Hollywcod fearfully hastened to correct matters, setting
up its own intermal censorship office. By the end of
the thirties prosperity was returning to Hollywood.
Though the industry was basically conservative in Social
outlook, its leaders appeared for more friendly to the
New Deal than did the press and the radio and it was
possible to produce an occasional picture of social

protest such as John Ste!nbeck's The Grapes of Wrath,
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The theater suffered severely during the early
years of depression but it too began to recover by the
end of the decade. Quite unlike the theater of the 1920's,
the Broadway of this decade seemed more willing to experi=-
ment with themes of aocial.protost, anti-fascism, and
controversial philosophic idesas. Among the leftist themes
were those of Clifford Odets' early plays, especially Waiting
for Lefty and Awake and Sing.

A heightened social consciousness began to take
hold among writers of the firat rank under the pressure
of social crisis, The leading critical magazines, such
as The Nation and the New Republic, turned from their
Puritan-baiting to themes of soclal significance, For the
roar of communist and fascist propaganda (wishfully) blar-
ing the swan song of democracy had risen to maddening
proportions during the depression years, Some reaction
nhed to result., The Marxist line, particularly the economic
‘nterpretation of society, seemed convincing during the carvly
thirties to a great number of the intellectusls -~ esven
to Hemin~way and Dos Passos, and, to some extent to James T,
Farrell and John Steinbeck. In Hemingway and Dos Passos
especially this marked a sharp reversal of form -- they
had been among the most socially disinterested members of
the Lost Generation.

It has often been asserted that Hitler dic as
much to snap the country out of the depression ss did the

New Deal. Whether this be true or not, it is quite




apparent that he did play a primary role in snapping
Americans out of the modes of thinking engendered by
the crash and the early years of depression. At the
height of the New Deal era of social experimentation
for instance, philosophy seemed more tightly bound by
the teachings of pragmatism, than in the days of William
James, Fascism was itself however an extreme variety of
pragmatism and so the idological opposition which sprung
up against fascism also led to & certsin amount of
revulsion egainst pragmatism. The lessons of Hitlerism
were cuasing men to re-examine their views in a new
perspective and to search for more enduring certainties
than the relativistic formulations of pragmatism, Thus
a "neo-orthodoxy" gained ground among American Protestants,
Reinhold Niebuhr, a former liberal theologian, was the
most important convert to this religious view.
"He was no longer optimistic regarding the
lasting results of social panaceas, Man was
driven to sin by his sense of psychological
insecurity derived from a feeling of his con -
sequence in an infinite world, ﬁgainst this
powerful sinful drive, man must struggle all
his 1life by putting his faith in God. Thus
the thdological pendulum was swinging ba k to

traditionalism if not exactly to original sin
in its literal meaning."23

The Second World Wer was the climax to all that
diplomacy, depression and Adolf Hitler had wrought. It
ended in the defeat of the latter, the establishment of
the United Nations and the emergence of the United States

and the U,S.8.R. as the leading and contending powers of
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the world. The result has been the "Cold War" with a
recurrence of the cyclical Red Scare going this time

by the name of "McCarthyism" after Senator Joseph McCarthy
of Wisconsin.

The statement that history repeats itself is a
commonplace and not unqualifiedly true, but the patterns
in post-World War II America, shuddering under the
shadow of atomic warfare, had uncomfortably familiar
outlines,




CHAPTER II

Horace Meyer Kallen

In the absence of any biographical work on Kallen

we must rely entirely on the sequence of his writing, to
gain insight into his growth as a thinker, A few facts

from Who's Who in America, volume 25 must suffice to
establish his background.

Kallen was born in Silesia, Germany in 1882 and .
was brought to America at the age of five, He had a long
student career both in America and abroad culminating with
a Ph.,D. from Harvard in 1908. He immediately entered the T
field of education, which field he has never forsaken,
as assistant and lecturer in philosophy at Harvard, where
he stayed three years, He held a simultaneous teaching
position at G. Stanley Hall's Clark College in Worcester,

Massachusetts in the year after Freud's visit, in 1910,

Subsequently he lectured in the philosophy and psychology

departments at the University of Wisconsin 1911-1918 and

from here came to the New School for Social Research in

New York with which institution he has been associated e |
ever since,

Throughout his teaching career he has been a writer
of amazing productivity both of books and of periodical
contributions, It is to the area of his writing that we

now turn,
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It is best for our purpose to divide Kallen's work
into two sections and to consider them one at a time.
First his writing in non-Jewish realms and then his grappling
with Jewish issues. While this method is chosen for
purposes of methodological convenience it must be remem=

bered that this does not mean that Kallen had two separate

phases. On the contrary he wrote in both reslms simul-
taneously and his thinking is of one piece as he applies |
himself to both types of writing.
Kallen's indebtedness to William Jemes is the i
first fact that strikes one upon examining the record of H
his writings, A most talented disciple of James, Kallen {
was chosen by the master to finish the writing of some of
his om uncompleted works, Kallen's earliest writings
from 1908 when he received nis Ph.D. through 191l are
overwhelmingly devoted to purely philosophical problems
centering around pragmatism.
It is noteworthy that the only exceptions to this
rule are a few articles on Hebrew themes -- virtually
nothing on politics, world affairs or the practical life.
By 1915, stirred by the European War, his atten-

e

tion had begun to shift from the academic to the field of
practical affairs, He became a consisftent contributor to
The Nation magazine and wrote a series of two very impor-
tant articles entitled Democracy Versus the Mel.ing Poi:."4
in waich he sets forth the doctrine which is to charac= %

terize so much of his subsequent thinking. That is the
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doctrine of "cultural pluralism." These articles were
evoked by the challenge presented by the "America
Firsters" of the day: The Daughters of the American
Revolution, The National Security League and others,
in their highly nationalistic and racist dogmas. For
Americans who adhere to such groups Kallen has nothing but
eloquent contempt. The only true democracy is one in
which men are free to be themselves -- where assimilation
1s not forced on them, "Jews or Poles or Anglo-Saxons,
in order to cease being Jews or Poles or Anglo-Saxons,
would have to cease to be, while they could cease to be
citizens, or church members or carpenters or lawyers with-
out ceasing to be, the selfhood which is inalienable in
them, and for the reslization of which they require 'inal-
lensble' liberty 1s ancestrally determined, and the happl=-
ness which they pursue has its form implied in ancestral
endowment. This is what actually democracy in operation
assumes,” Thus for American civilization Kallen envisions
that ....

"The common language of the commonwealth ..

would be Z2nzl'sh, but each nationality would

have for its emotional and involuntary life

its own peculiar dialect or speech, its own

individual and inevitable esthetic and intellec-

tual forms. The political unit and economic

life of the commonwealth is a single unit and

serves as the foundation and background for the

realization of the distinctive individuality of

each natiohthat composes it and of the prroling

of these in a harmony above them all., Thus,

"Americsn civilization" may come to mean the

Eorroction of the cooperative harmonies of

European eiyilization" -- the waste, the squalor
and the distress of Europe being eliminated --
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a multiplicity in a unity, an orchestration of
mankind. As In an orchestra every type of
instrument has its specific timbre and tonality,
founded in its substance and form; as every

type has 1its appropriate theme and melody in

the whole symphony, so in soclety, each ethnic
group may be the natural instrument, 1ts temper
and culture may be its theme and melody and the
harmony and dissonances and discords of them

all may make the symphony of civilization, With
this difference: a musical symphony 1s written
before it is played; in the symphony of civili-
zation the playing is the writing, so that there
is nothing so fixed and inevitable about its
progressions as in music, so that within the
limits set by nature and luck they may vary at
will, and the range and variety of the harmonies
may become wider and richer and more beautiful
-= or the reverse,"2

The doctrine of cultural pluralism is typical of
virtually all the liberal intellectuals during the period
especially of The Nation "school" in the fight they waged
against the Americanization hysteria.

The apt figure of the symphonic orchesteation is
a recurring one in Kallen's writing and is typical of
nis most impassioned moments,

During the first World War Kallen considered him-
self a pacifist, though it must be noted his pacifism was
of an unusual variety. He endorsed an organization called
the "League $8 Enforce Peace". The program of this organi-
zation as he outlined 1t26 deplored the methods of organized
or rather "disorganized" pacifism which attack symptoms
and not causes. It called on pacifists to let the war
be finished so that secure peace could be won and to support
conscription -- conscription through for non-military
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purposes =- for all the indispensable activities of human
life such as farming, mining, etc. It advocated a court
of justice with adequate police powers above the state,
For, as Kaller states, human nature contains impulses
that should naturally end in war if not for police. He
continues on the subject by urging that the selfishness
of dynasties, the illusions of sects, (he means religious
sects) and the greed of capitalism must be curbed and
the democratization of industry must be sought. Here,
{t is apparent, 1|:Kallon, basically the idealist, believ=-
ing in peace, hoping for the reforms which may bring about
lasting peace, yet caught up in conflict with his prag-
matist convictions to a degree where he must disavow
traditional pacifist lctivitioai:;gﬁz;d to face what he
considers the realities of human nature to the extent that
he must advocate police force in maintaining the peace.
This conflict is not surprising Pragmatism and Pacifism
were both at the height of their power in America at the
same time during the first decades of the twentieth
century -- no less a person than the leading Pragmutist,
James himself, had contributed "The Moral Equivalent of
Wer" to the Pacifist movement.

The problem of peace occupied Kallen's energies
in a series of ten articles published serially in The Dial
from October 1917 through February 1918. Here he ex-

pounded on a favorite concept -- the meaning of nationality.,
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Nationality as Mazzinl conceived it in the nineteenth
century, as the free right of national groups to express
themselves is a beneficent ideal, It is only when na-
tionality is coupled with the idea of "exclusive sovereignty"
that it gets the world into trouble. This idea of
beneficent nationality 1s used time and again by Kallen
as the main justification for the Zionist movement., In
this series of articles his point was that in the Germany
of World War I, we had a “"misapplication" of nationality.
He was extremely harsh on Germany and its ruling classes, i
Justifying the payment of reparations and indemnities by l
that country. He admitted that the secret treaties brought '
to light by the Russians after Brest-Litovsk showed the
allies to be as imperialistic as the Germans, still he
seemed to prefer to overlook this evidence, and maintained
an unyleldingly harsh attitude toward the Germans, He had
great faith in the ability of the League of Nations to
work. He felt, optimistically, that all problems could be
solved by molding public opinicn, by enlightening people
so that they might have their will expressed by the.r i
statesmen, and that all that was needed to assure success
was coercive police power., This coercive police power
he admitted would have to be set by law but he made no
mention of who might make the law,

He recognized that there was an economic aspect

to the problem of peace but felt that these problems could
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be coped with by simply doing away with protective barriers
to trade -~ other than this he advocated no economie
changes., In recognizing that protective barriers do breed
war he does nnt realize thad free laissez faire competition

for materials on the world markets, constitutes no freedom

at all for smaller powers. Commerce between the allies

during the war was an example of free trade according to

Kallen -~ it's only a shame it took a war to force us to

it; if we could do it in peace, how wonderful it would

bel He was apparently unable to realize that only war !
with its great consumption of materials can permit this ; ]
free trade among capitalist economies, It would be impossible

in peace time without some sort of planning which would

smack of socialism,

There 1s no question about his attempt to be
pragmatic in this series, to treat the many practical prob-
lems realistically, at which task he succeeds much of the
time, His short sightedness in a few particulars is not
due to any flaw in the methodology of prarmatism but
perhaps due to the fact that within Kallen pragmat.sm
was too much in contact with patriotism and optimistie
idealism,

In other articles of the war period Kallen dealt
with the "Psychology of War"27 in which he displays the
analytic abilities which are later to give him a brilliant
reputation and establish him as a leader in the ranks of
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American psychologists. He differentiated between the "war-
mind" and the "conflict-mind™ which is the normal social
expression of the combative instinct of man. The "war-
mind" is limited to a small class who have the power to

compel other men to carry out their purposes, 3Since war

is not the inevitable expression of human nature, like

for example mating or food getting, either the destruction
of this class or the destruction of their power will be
sufficient to prevent war, The combative appetites of the

masses of men are sufficiently satisfied in the normal !

conflicts of daily life. Agaln we find a noticeable lack |
of realism but it is nonetheless a significant article in
that it is one of his first public ventures into the realm
of psychology.

Another article at this time dealt wery warmly and

sympathetically with the problems of labor,za

calling on
capital to offer labor better conditions, "Labor must not
be looked upon as a c ommodity," he wrote, "but as human
beings. Thus there must be & minimum wage independent

of the law of supply and demend.™ He also called for

labor to share in profits and for compulsory education

for laborers under twenty-five. Kallen maintained his
friendly attitude toward labor throughout all the time when
the labor movement was not a popular cause in America

as did so many of the liberals associated with the
eritical magazines of the time.
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With the war over and the even greater spread of
the eugenics cults Kallen once again leapt to the attack
on racialism. In an article in The Dial of January 11,
1919, he bitterly scored the theory of "Aryan superiority,”
calling it "the logic of passion (not anthropological and
archaeological fact) which the professional patriots and
the protagonists of American Junkerism have standardized
for the American reading public."

At the height of the eugenics cult movement in
192l;, Kallen issued in book form & collection of essays,
which had previously appeared separately in periodicals under
the title Culture and Democracy in the United States in
which he attempts to muster all his arguments comprehensively
against these cults of "Know-Nothingism", His thesis is
again "cultural pluralism" -- one of the articles reprinted
1s "Democracy Versus the Melting Pot" to which alllision
haes already been made. He continued to make good use of the
nsychological technique in analyzing the mania for "Amer-
icanization.”™ He tekes time to snipe at Mencken for his
reactionary aristocratic ideas on American values (the

American Mercury had just reached the public at the end

of 1923) and in a vitrielic post-script makes the Ku Klux
Klan the object of his spleen.

During the early twenties humanism was having one
of its cyclical revivals in the United States. Killen
declared himself to be all for true humanism but had little

patience with the academic, unproductive sort of humanism
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baing preached by conservative thinkers like Paul Elmer

More., Hallen instead described a valid new humanism, the

ground or potential for which exists in 1ndultry.29 -
that potential is science. In the domain of science all
items of experience, regardless of their status in the j

other institutions of socilety, receive equal regard, {

equal recognition of their integrity. If people could but

look upon the positive side of industry not just the

negative ... "ecould they without distorting accept its

promptings toward associative form and personal integrity, \

substituting intelligent self direction for passional h

response -- the humanization of industry would be more like

a free adjustment and a happy growth than a foolish struggle

and a deformed urge toward the boundless air and the sun."
At this stage it seems clear that Kallen is

impressed by the achievements and potentialities of Amer-

ican industry as are most Americans, it may be significant

that the date of this writing is the beginning of 1923,

The year 1921 was one of dismal depression -- hopeful

improvement had taken place in 1922 and by 1923 a rushing

revival had begun to take place. It looked indeed as

though industry bore the potential for a better life,

Kallen admitted that "excrescences occur in times of

read justment such ag these" but these excrescences are

not to becloud the good that lles in industry. Hc was e

bit behind Sinclair Lewis but within a relatively short

time Kallen was tc become as harsh a critic of the indus-
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trial and business mentelity as any of the liberal
intellectuals,

Like Dewey, Kallen applied himself diligently to
the problem of education in America, as both critic and
philosopher, Criticizing the American publiec achoo13o he
wrote, "the effect of the social economy on education has
been to impose upon its products reverence for the past
and idealization of the present., It envisions the future
as a perpetuation of the past, not as a new creation out
of 1t, It is Main Street's most powerful instrument of
self-reproduction without variation." Here he has already
taken up the Lewis line, lashing industry as well as
another particulsrly favorite hatred of his, the church
(which 1s a popular target for intellectuals at this time)
for their influence on education, Kallen's aversion to
religion dates back to his earliest writing and is consis=-
tently maintained up to the present time.

He reached the apex of his anti-religiousness in
the elaborate and psychologically pretentious work Why
Religion published in 1927 when the scilentific attack on
religion was at its height,

His indebtedness to James and his relationship to
Dewsy was more strongly established than ever by this
volume, He expands the Jambsian idea that religious belief
emerges and becomes important in times of personal and
social crisis leading to the reformation of old cults,

and the beginnings of new ones, and shares the Deweyan
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differentiation between religions and the religious
aspect of experience.

He exposed the making of the gods in terms of the
Oedipus complex, fear of paternal authority, and other

psychological phenomena,

He pointed out ably the interesting relationship
between property and church doctrine throughout history and
excoriated religion for its role as a vested interest stand-
ing in the way of progres.x
The same burden was taken up again four years later ,

in & Haldeman-Julius "Little Blue Book"™ entitled "The War-

fare of Religzion Against Science,™ and it continued to
occupy Kallen's attention as late as 191,32 especially
with reference to the famed Bertrand Russell case where
the latter was prevented from succeeding to Morris Raphael
Conen's seat at C,C.N.Y, due in large measure to Clerical
protest to Russell's views,

Kallen while not himself an expatriate, was certainly
in sympathy with them and was Europe-minded. He made a trip
to that cantinenthzaring the twenties and visited e+
length in Italy and Russia., In this decade Kallen was
infected vith »remature enthusiasm for the accomplishments
of the Soviet Union., He recognized that the Sovietpy state
is a dictetor_ship but he apparently regarded it as
necessary and benevolent in raising the standards of the
country. Writing in the New Republic on November 2, 1927,

he observed that the connunﬂ&a permitted full freedom of
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religious expression since they realized that the people are
naive and their folkways would be hard to change abruptly.
What they have done is to set communism itself up as a new
religion with confidence that if left alone the people
would eventually change to 1t exclusively on its own
merits. "Not since Christianity became the official faith
of the western world has such a liberal attitude toward
rivals gone with such a firmness of belief in the infsalli-
bility and salvational power of the faith, Russla for the
first time in her history is enjoying the rare modern
privilege of religious tolerance, Her hundreds of sects
are professing thelr faiths and practicing their cere-
monials free and unafraid at laot.z

Pretty much the same evaluation of Russian
ccmmunism was set forth in an article a year la or.32 when
he compared the two dictatorships -tugigaiﬁ__ :21!: He
drew the following great contrast b:twoen the two. In
the Italian dictatorship individuality, and thus art is
stifled, in Russia, however, "the individual is far freer
in his personp and in his thoughts than ever before in
his country's history. Therefore the form of government
can neither hinder nor accelerate the attainment of ex-
cellence in art, The will of a government can do elther,
or it can cut it off ... Not dictatorship, not democracy,
but the intent of dictatorship or democracy is what deter-
mines the event. Communism and Fascism tell the tale,"

Kallen's warmth for communism at this time
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follows the pattern of the larger segment of honest American
intellectuals, who, disillusioned with what the war had
wrought among the capitalistic countries and impressed

with the semmingly proletarian-oriented forms of the
Bolshevik regime, began a flirtation with communism whose
lastingness varied, but for the most part was over by

the mid-thirties, certainly by the time of the Moscow trials
of 1936 and 1937, as was the case with Kallen,

In 1930 Kallen published a book of purely critical
esssys, Indecency and the Seven Arts in which he showel him-
self quite capable of "out-Menckening" Mencken. Unlike
Mencken however, Kallen picks on his equals as the objects
of his sarcasm (one not infrequent object is Mencken him=-
self ) rather than on the mob. The book is intended to apply
the principles of pragmatism to the field of esthetics.
Starting with the premise that life i1s all change and flux,
that nothing 1s permenent, thus there are no absolute
values only relative, empirical ones, he proceeds to evalu=-
ete the field of criticism and censorship (the latter is
becoming quite an issue at this time esp ciall, in Holly-
wood), the arts with relation to socliety, the place of
style in art and the nature of comedy and tragedy. This
relatively little known volume is deserving of an important
place in Amerlican critical literature.

Kallen's major concerns starting in the thirties
were the problems of "individualism" and consumer protec-

tion. These problems it is clear were brought into focus
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by the great depression and the war,

Writing in the Christian Oontgzz in 193333 Kallen
traced the rise and fall of individualism., As the common=-
ers, l.e, the producing class, gained wealth by lending
the fruits of their produce to the non-productive upper
cla sses in Feudal times they were able to get rights for
tnemselves. The result of this development is individual-
ism or laissez~-faire which in itself would constitute a
good if it were self-conscious and cooperative. But this
individualism which expanded business, resulted in selfish
corporations which now in their turn oppress the individual.
The individual 1s again dissatislied and withdraws his
consent from our institutions and joins socialist forces
and the like, whicn al8OM deny individualism and thus can-
not be the answer to the problem, Kallen foresaw as at
least a partial answer, the inevitable "Democratization"
of the economy of industry Jjust as the economy of agri-
culture was democratized in the French Revolution. This
prediction has of course been totally unfilled so far,
and it seems likely to continue unfulfilled, the aims of
privately owned industry being what they are and the
material substratum on which sald industry rests remain-
ing relatively undamaged. Eic

The following year, 1934, Kallen began a series

of articles in the Christian Century3h on Consumer Coopera=-

tion which system became his pet economic theory, forming

the subject for many subsequent writings including a

1*7&
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lengthy book on the subject published in 1936.>° Kallen
advocated the extension of the experiment in consumer
cooperation successfully carried out by the Rochdale
Soclety of Equitable Pioneers in England in 18L); to apply
to all of international economy. This 1s the way to
overcomeé both Communism and Fascism and maintain democ~
recy according to Kallen. It is not illogical that
Kallen should come to such an economic conviction at just
this time whes Both FPascism and Communism have come into
disrepute among the keen intellectuals, yet capitslism
is anything but dear to them in this time of depression
and as was pointed out iIn the first chapter a great deal
of popular attention was being focused on consumer pro=-
tection after the disastrous years of "let the buyer
bewsre." The ramifications of such a system are spelled
out in deteil by the enthusiastic advocate and they are
admirable indeed but the hope for widespread adoption of
tnls idea is also quite unrezlistic given the present
structure of industry.

Hitleéraz;many did not leave Kallen unaffec*ed,
He had of course been an articulate anti-fascist in the
twenties and his intellectual hatred was heightened with
respect to Hazism by the magnitude of the crime. It must
be sald however that here too Kallen was unable to bring
himself to a recslistic understanding of the political
.nnd economic bases for Nazism, He, (and he was not alone

among the intellectuals) preferred psychological and
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cultural explanations of Nazism -- explanations which were
not without keenness and truth, but which didn't get down
to the essentials. In one article 36:- late as 1943, he
still felt that there was a surviving culture of the d
people which was free of Hitlerism and could overcome it
and rehabilitate the land when the time came, He refused \!'
to believe that there could be a time of shock and crisis
when Hitler might be truly expressing the culture of the
German people., It should be said in this connection, that
by this time a noticeable and repeated lack of realism
seems to characterize Kallen, but only in his approach to .
problems requiring = political or economic approach. N
Where = psychological sociological or philosophical
approach 1s called for, hie powers are quite unsurpassed.

Since the second war Kallen's secuk r attention
has been devoted to such favorite causes as the separation
of ehurch and state, the labor movement and the support of
UNESCO pro jects,

Turning now to Kallen's Jewish centered writings
we find, not unexpectedly, that in his earliest efforts he
tries to interpret Hebraism in the light of pragmatism.

In an essay written in 190937

and titled "Hebraism and
Current Tendencies in Philosophy" he states that all
philosophy (including the Jewish philosophers from Philo
to Mendelssohn) has been Hellenistic rather than Hebraic.
Hellenism is concerned with order, structure, with per-

fectionjy-the model is Pleto's Republic. Hebralsm is con-

,a{ﬁtiﬂ:oizqd?~
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cerned with making the best of a bad job -~ the model is
Job (who 1s Kallen's favorite Hebrew personality) -- "I
know that he will slay me; nevertheless will I maintain
my ways before him.® The aim here being righteocusness
rather than perfection.

It 1s a less civilized, less intellectually
efficacious approach. And so Jewish philosophers later
accepted the Hellenig standards and attempted to harmonise
revelation with 1t., So it was, till the middle of the
nineteenth century and Darwin. Now growing out of Darwinism
came William James and Henrl Bergson with pragmatism,which
says "A thing is what it does™ -- an idea is true if it
has survival value in the flux. The world is all flux and
conflict, but not eternally so -- man¥s genuinely free and can
change his world, Here is the modern way of saying: "I
know that he will slay me, nevertheless will I msintain
my ways before him.," The very act of maintaining one's
ways may render the slaying impossible. Faith and works
even of so small an item as man may be pregnant with
tremendous human and even cosmic consequences. Thus a
new vista in philosophy is potentially opened up in which
Hebraism can come to the fore and no longer be subordinated
to Hellenism.

The use of the term "Hebraism™ is most significant;
the contrast between Judaism (of which he dool‘"ippron)
~and Hebraism (of which he does) 1s one of Kallen's most
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constant refrains. To him:
"Hebraism is the vast culture which Jews have
contributed to the world -- not merely the
religion but wisdom and the arts, Hebraism
is not Judaism, and to a lover of Hebraism
is more than to be a Ju&int +ss Hebralism is
the whole life of the Jews, Judaism is only
that aspect which comprises the sentiments,
theories, doctrines and practices which relate

to God ... Judaism as ! sect must pass, As
a 1ife it will endure."38

This distinction flows naturally given Kallen's
pragmatism and passionate anti-religionism which sees all
sects as materialistic and evil. For some reason however
he is not able to apply his lbhoﬂinoo of religion to
Judaism with the same methodical ruthlessness as ho.gkfl
to Christianity. He salvages "Hebraism" which according
to his descrip lon 1s pragmatically acceptable. Yet we
often find Kallen himself unwittingly admitting that what
he would call Hebraistic culture and Judaism are quite
ineeparesble. For instance, he writes concerning the
orhitodox Jew (and what other kind was there throughout
most of the time that Kallen's Hebralsm was laying down
the great patterns of its culture)t

"All his enterprises, all his businesses, all

his pleasures, in all their minutiae, are
attncgsa to divinity ... religiously regulated

In view of such a statement Kallen's differentia-
tion seems arbitrary and inconsistent. But be that as it
may, Kallen conceives as Hebralsm as one of the many .tems
which must be orchestrated into our culturally pluralistic

democracy and identifies himself with it. To forsake
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being & Jew would be to forsake the democratic principle
and would mean self destruction. For:

" ..+ you cannot cease to be a Jew without

ceasing to be, The Jewish group 1is the

natural group to which you belong, ... 2

natural group is one which cannot be destroyed

without destroying the individuals that

belong to 1t ... The fact of being a Jew

may be repressed, if it is, it becomes

your nemesis, for it is tﬁs root of your

nature and character ,.."

The theme that Judaism as a sect must pass is
papt of Hallen's oft-repeated prophecy that all religlons
will pass == an idea which as has been pointed out he
shares with John Dewey and which is notable for its lsck
of fulfillment. In the article entitled, "Judaism by
Proxy" (1916)hl he reiterates, "In merely its religious
aspects, the future of the Jewish spirit In this cogntry
and anywhere in the western world strikes me as being
very dark, Nor the future of Judalsm merely; the future

of all religions. On the whole, supernaturalisp cannot

maintain itself against a nractical intelligence ...

The fallacy in the reasoning of such men as Kallen
and Dewey is not to be found in their concept of rel’:ion,
They understend quite correctly, with James, the resurgent
power of religion in time of crisis, It is rather to be
found in thelr concept of h@Jtory. In their unshakable
optimism they regard history as 8 cumulative growth, when
ectually it is a pattern characterized by periods of

growth and decline. Growth may seem inevitable and
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cumulative under the aspect of eternity but eternity
always remains a long way off, and in the lives of men
futility and regression loom as large as progress.
Inscofar as history 1s the story of progress, it depicts
progress in constant struggle with darkness, winning
the day only to be set back and forced to start the
strugzle again, Given the growth and decline pattern of
nistory, supernaturalism will ever maintain itself. For as
Kallen would be quick to agree,when decline sets in, men
become insecure and the deepening of Iinsecurity leads
to the regrowth of religion, £se In critical times the
need for a stabilizing, unchanging force around which
man's falling spirits can rally is greatest, that force,
of course, is the church. This has been more pathetically
true than ever in the twentieth century when to so many
it has seemed that sclence, the very agent which was to
bring peace is now inextricably bound up with the chaos
of the age. it is to a great extent the explanation for
the strength of nec-orthodoxy amon; the Protestants today.
Also responsible for the endurance of religious
institutions 1s their great adaptability. Today churches
nave Iincorporated into their catalogues the very scientific
ideas against which they once led the fight. Churches
nave had the sense to realize when they were fighting
a losing battle and have learned the art of graceful
compromise. Parochlal schools adopting the latest of

scientific and psychological techniques are a common sight
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today indicating the ablility of religions toc perpetuate
themselves,

While he has no great love for any strictly re=-
ligious interpretation of Judaism, he reserves his choicest
barbs for Reform Judaism, The only worthwhile thing
Reform nas achieved 1s the enfranchisement of women; other
than this Reform has succeeded only in making of Judaism
a dogma and taking it out of the lives of Jews, Calling
1t "Judaism by Proxy'hz Kallen compares the Reform rabbinate
to the Roman Catholic clergy in that it does all the work and
the laymen do nothing also in that the Reform rabbinate
is ascribed some degree of infallibility as is the
Roman Catholic clergy though in the former it 1s more
anarchic, He has only contempt for the doctrines which
Reform has adopted such as "Universal Judaisn" and the
"mission of Israel™ which he considers to be paradoxical,
imperialistic and indicative of sickness and fearfulness.
He accuses Reform of the intention tc become assimilated
to western culture rather than assimilating that culture to
1taolf.h3 The latter could not take place in western
Burope, that is in Germany, because the Jews were too few
in number, thus the Jews here tried to be like the
Gentiles. In Eastern Europe however, since there were
so flany Jews it was possible for the Jewish community
as a whole to assimulste the new learning and make it a
part of 1its own mind. In Germany, the Jews were minori-

ties of inferior culture amid majoritles of superior




culture., In the east they were culturally superior to their
neighbors and numerically self-sufficient, Thus the
Haskalah took place, slowly and steadily absorbing the
nistoriec culture of Western Europe untll it becomes gquite
Jewlsh, The Eastern European Jewish community did not
lose its community character, did not disintegrate.
Haskalah is the true reform, the actual reform of Jewish
1ife in Eastern Burope. fiThis enalysis reflects a total
misunderstanding of the Haskalah movement. The Haskalah
18 not to be compared with the German Reform movement at
ell, The latter took place only after many decades of
assimilation and contact with Western culture. The
Haskalah movement is comparable rather to the early
Mendelssohnian developments in Germany. Reform grew out
of these developments years later because the Jews of
Germany were able to obtain emancipation. Had emancipa=-
tion followed in tha peth of the Haskalah movement it is
likely that the same type of reform would have ensued
in Eastern Europe as did in Germany. But the Eastern
Jews were thwarted in thelr emancipetions by the reac-
tionary laws of the 1880's and so they became Zionists,
fAs for inferiority or superiority of culture, it is quite
meaningless to compare the ‘maskilim’ to the masses of
Russia and Poland. Of course they were superior to the
masses, So was Mendelssohn superior to the German masses.
No, the test comes in comparing the "maskilim to the Gentile
intelligentsia of Russia and Poland. How do they measure
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up to Tolstol and Turgenev? And here we find that there
is a definite basis of comparison,the criteria of which
have nothing to do with Jewishness, but rather with pure
intelligence applied to the ideas current, for one reason
or another, at the time -- just as there is a valid com-
parison between a Mendelssohn and a Kant, This argument
conceming the superiority of Jewish culture to the masses
in the East is further unsound in explaining the Haskalah
when we consider the ract that the early Maskilim rejected
and even made fun of Rabbinic culture in their writings --
there was nothing Jewish about this phase of Haskalah at
all, It was only after the reactionary developments of
the 1880's that a disillusioned Mendele Mocher Seforim

disclaimed this phase and embraced Rabbinic culture once

again,
(uﬂk»%)

His,misunderstanding of the Haskalah movement is
only incidental however. The important point lies in the
fact that he feels moved to defend the culture of East
European Jewry time and again. Thls fact is significant
in the struggles which ensued in tho twenties and thirties
between the advocates of the American Jewish Congress and
the American Jewish Committee. For Kallen, German born
himself, aligned himself early with the Zicnlstic East
Eurcopean forces which advocated the Congress movement.

The Comnlittee was organized in 1906, the f! st

of the modern American Jewish defense organizations, by and

for the upper mlddle class German Jews of America, with




emphasis en Americe -- they were interested in Jewlsh
welfare and defense in thg country, and unchallenged

for many years they achleved a monopoly of funds for
snilanthropy and defense which they puarded zealously.
'he Congress movement was designed and fashioned ARs an
instrument for propagating Zionlist ideolopy among
American Jews and wes composed primarily of Eest European
Jews wnho were now beginning to come of age in Amqj,ﬂ:a.
"he Committee opposed this movement in order toc protect 1ts
neavy investment In the "status quo" structuralization of
Amaerican Jewish life,

Kallen was one of the most articulsate volces
speskine in behalf of Zionism and the Congress movement
as early as 1915, One of the criticlisms of Reform
Judaism that he constantly herps on 1s the fact that its
ranks are composed predominantly of "prosperous Jews of

"

west European Origin” who of course are also anti-

Zionist (and presumably pro-Committee)., He speaks of

the conflict between the Congress anc the Committee as
belng similar to that wiilch took place between the prophets
of old and the entrenched prlesthood. The committee may
nave goftgten into power by virtue of service but now

it seeks to maintain it just for the sake of power,

The Congress according to *allen is dedicated to

=

democratic leadership and expresses the will of th

= |

people whereas the Committee opposes 1it, bLgllen is
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one of many calling for unity under the Congress's plat-
form. This agitation is carried on well into the thirties,

In 1935 in the pages of the Congress Bullotgguh it flares

up at its most violent when Kallen in response to Joseph

M. Proskauer's label of 'un-American’with reference to the
plan for holding a World Jewish Congress he writes: Such
attacks constitutet " ..... an old, familiar, custum of
special interests, such as munitions makers, power magnets,
and money changers to raise a smoke screen of patriotism

to distract attention from their own activities."™ He
attacks Proskauer viciously as the speaker for vested
interests of Jewish financiers, industrialists and corpora=-
tions lawyers who make up the "conservative group" of Jews.

We have already mentioned in passing that Kallen
was articulate in the Zlionist cause. W, must now examine
@ his immense Zionist output in some detail. Most notable
is his imposing volume Zionism and World Politicshs in
wnlch he traces the complete history of the movement and
closes with a program of action,

Kallen's Zionism, too, flows from his concept of
democracy and cultural pluralism., Zionism's aim is the
preservation of Hebraic culture asfworthwhila item in
the democratic symphony of national cultures.

"Historically the basis of culture has always

been ethnic and geographically political. Judsiasm

was always thus even in the disspora until up

to within & century ago and that’is why it was

always worth preserving. It can only remain
worth preserving if it returns to an organic
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social life rooted in ethnic solidarity and

geographical concentration. This is possible

only in Palestine ..."

Zionism is true democracy in that it is anti-
assimilationist, tries to praaorvgﬁaisttnctive integrity
of Jews, in opposition to totalitarianism which attempts
to force assimilation and sameness on people, The right
of the individual to be free and different can only be
grounded in that of his group or nationality to be free and
autonomous, and Zionism wo rks for the autonomy of the
Jewlsh group. It does not belleve that the Jewish group
is superior, only that it must be free.

Kallen sees many problems facing the Jews in
Palestine and attempts to provide, uid:nco in meeting
them., Amons these problems !s the imperialism of France
(not Britain). Another ls Arab-Jewish relations and Kallen
calls for these relations to be friendly and close. Jewish
facilities must be opened to the Arabs to raise their
standard of living for the sake of the entire land. #“allen
calls for the nationalization of property and utilities.
There must be no private ownership == we cannot affo.d to
have a class struggle in Palestine. To implement national=-
ization successfully the cooperative principle shoulk b@
applied in the organization of all economic undertakings,
and he gives specific plans for 1ts application. All in
all, these principles are embodied in the Pittsburgh
Program adopted by the ZOA in 1918,

He pgoes into great detell in attempting to supply
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specific, pragmatic suggestions for coping with the

physical problems of the land. In this he shows an unmis-
takable knowledge. But Kallen is destined to undergo

gradual and painful disillusionment as he watches the

Jewlsh situation in Palestine and this 1s due to an inability
to grasp the motivations shaping British policy in

Palestine,

As late as 19h3h7 Kallen still refused to be dis=
11lusioned with what he called the "lkberal" factions of
England., It 1s only the evil colonialist conservatives
who are obstructing the carrying out of the Balfour Declara=-
tion and responsible for all the trouble in Pal eastine
according to Kallen. Jews must teke their case to the
Labor Party and the virtuous conservatives like Churchill,

Of course Churchill was in power through the war
and did nothing and lest it be argued that this was due to
the conservative make-up of Parllament, surely there might
have been erough "virtuous conservatived' to form a coali-
tion with Laborites &and create a ma jority. And even if
this not be the case, the Labor party itself galned power
in 1946 end 1t too dld absolutely nothing.

As for the virtuous Mr, Churchill, perheps the
following exerpt from an article in The New York Times
of as recent date as December l, 1952, concerning an
attack made by Cnurchill on the Jewish Laborite Emanuel
Shimwell in an unguarded moment is not entirely without

significance:
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CHURCHILL STIRS ROW BY GIBE AT SHINWELL
by Raymond Daniel

London, December 3 -- An exasperated and tired
House of Commons that had been up half the
might went into a series of verbal explosions
today after Prime Minister Churchill had im=-
pudbd the patriotism of Emanuel Shinwell, a
former Labor Defense Minister, in terms that
unintentionally smacked of East European total=-
itarian phraseology.

The Prime Minister refused to apologize to Mr,
Shinwell because, he said, his implication of
a lack of patriotism might have been even more
Wnoarliamentary than the original chnrge‘ end
he used the words "cosmopol!{tanism®™ and "in-
ternationalism™ in reference to Mr. Shinwell,
Immediately thereafter he looked as if he
could have bitten off his bongue.

These are the words that Hitler used. They are
the terms of approbrium now being used by
prosecutors in the Communist satellite countries
against so-called enemies of the state. There
they generally mean that the target of the
atteck 1s a Jew and Mr,., Shinwell is 8 JeW ..e4e

esesee Shaking a finger at Mr, Shinwell he
(Churchill) warned him against being "too
prophetic about the way things are going be-
sause they may not be as unfortunate for this
country as he would no doubt wish." .....

To the demands that he withdraw his remark about
Mr, Shinwell, Mr., Churchill repleed that he
refused to concede that "an imputation of

want of patriotism is necessarily unparlia-
mentary because it might be urged that cos-

mopolitanism and internationalism cover even
wider spheres ......."

The fact of the matter 1s that the cleverly

wordad Balfour Declaration was simply an instrument of
British imperialist policy in the Near East, Brita’n's

motives in Issuing it were completely those of self=-

interest. Her hope was to shatter the Turkish Empire

in the Near East and help herself to the pleces, and so
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she attempted to create pro-British sentiment in the
influential Jewish community of America and the large
Jewish community of Russia by dangling Palestine
before them,

At the very same time the British through the
activities of Lawrence of Arabia among others were making
overtures to the Arabs who were also under Turkish
domination, dangling the promise of a sovereign state in
the Near East before them too, with the hope of watching
developments mmd playing off Arab against Jew If necessary
in order to maintain her position. This is exactly
what she dld, much to the shock and amazement of Jews
who had rnii‘mh:uour Declaration and could not
see through tho double diplomacy of Great Britain,

Kallen spends a great deal of effort on the prob=-
lem of anti-semitism. He recognizes correctly that anti-
semitism has always reached a peak in time of crisis and
subsided in prosperity &nd that anti-semitism has largely
been an instrument of the upper clasaes&a But he does
not infer from this what seems obvious, namely that cati-
semitism 1s caused by the fact that in time of eccnomic
crisis the upper classes must divert the attention of
the impoversished masses to any convenient scspegoat.

He 1s misled by his penchant for psychologizing and
his natred for the church., He says the Jews are eternally
persecuted becruse of their central role in Christian

drama of salvation as the rejected people who had once been



chosen, who had denied the saviorand crucified him and
who are thus the enemies of God and mankind.

If this were so how could we account for the
persecution of Jews in pagan Germany. If the role of
the Jews in the drama of salvation is the reason for
anti-semitism then why has the church ever treated the
Jews well ewsm in time of prosperity, as it did in
f%mr.h century Spain? Nelther does Kallen's ex=-
planation account for the racist anti-semitism of
Hitler Germany.

It would seem more accurate to say that the Chris-
tian drama of asalvation creates a ground for the potential
rationalization of anti-semitism when it occurs, but
that 1ts occurrence i3 dependent on the political and
economic well being or lack of well being of the state
and the needs incurred thereby.

“allen the educator has applied himself conscien-
tiously especially of late to the problems of Jewish
education and the Jewish Center movement. He advocated
a re-orientatlion of Jewish education away from tradi
tional synagogal content to & new content based on the
needs and realities of the modern Jewish community,
promoting and conserving Hebraic culture and ideals in,
for, and through the larger processes of democracy,.

Too, Jewish education should help our children under=-

stand anti-semitism., From the knowledge of anti-
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semitism the step is inevitable to a similar scientific
knowledge of the positive Jewish valuss.hg He called

R e

for a thorough modernization of techniques as well as
curriculum and was not averse to having the Jewish
Center copy all the techniques and activitles of the
YMCA in the highly comp;iivo game of training and keep-
ing Jews.

Rounding out the consideration of his Jewish
literary activities it must only be added that his talents
as a critic did not remain unexercised in the realm of

Jewish literature. And here, too, he remained true to

the pragmatic principle, which is the most constant
element in his thinking, from beginning to end.




CHAPTER III

Ludwig Lewisohn

We are able to gain much insight into Lewisohn's
early development from his sensitively introspective
autobiographical works, Upstream, written in 1921,
(published in 1922), and Mid-Channel, written in 1926,
(published in 1929),

Born in Berlin in 1882, Lewisohn was the product
of 8 non-mizxed Jewish marriage. His parents, however,
were practically non-observant., His father, financially
ruined, partially because of depression and partially
because of foolish investment and handling, brought the
family to America in 1890.

They settled with much dif"iculty in South
Caroiina where an uncle lived, Life in the small village
which Lewisohn calls "St. Mark" was dull eand lonesome.
Lewisohn was taken under wing by a gentile woman and
became quite unquestionably a Methodist in outlock al-
though he was not formally converted. The family spent
only two vears in "St, Mark" (1890-1892) end then moved
te Charleston, South Carolina,

In Charleston they did not 1dentify themselves
as Jews but led en I1solated existence. Here Lewisohn

was taken to a Catholic church with which he was very
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impressed. He entered high school and excelled in
literature. He began during his last year of high school
to become aware of sex, and fell into the conforming
pattern which regarded sex as sin, a pattern against the
hypocrisy of which he was later to rebel so violently,
and which was to be & central obstacle in his personal
l1ife. At the age of fifteen in his own words, he was
"an American, a Soustherner and & Christian." Upon gradu-
ation from high school he determined to become a professor
of English literature,

At the College of Charleston his development in
English Literature continued at an unusual pace., He
attended the Methodist Church, taught Sunday School and
was & leader in the Epworth League during these years --
his Christian faith, though cooler, was still unshaken
up to his junior year. His experiences at college were
happy. He was elected to honored student offices, but there
was always a sense of exclusion which Lewisohn called
instinctive. In his eighteenth year he began to see
things more clearly and became utterly fed up with the
intellectual inanity of the local culture, He graduated
from the College of Charleston with many honore., He met
his first rebuff, however, when he was promised then re-
fused a chalr in English at a local Episcopalien Agademy,
on personel grounds. But he was only nineteen and hadn't

really wanted it that badly, so he dldn't make too much
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of it, He then applied to teaching agencies for & job,
got no results, and so stayed at home for & year after
graduation. At the end of this time he applied for a
fellowship at Both Harvard and Columbia, Neither would
give him a fellowship or a scholarship. Thls was a
bitter blow., But he enrolled at Columbia despite his
financial handicaps.

At Columbia he was introduced to modern German

Literature, and the love he developed for it was to
cause him trouble during World War I, His thoughts on
the "ethical dualism" of the English mind with reference
to love and passion began to crystallize, "Passion
except within marriage, is the most degrading of sins.
Within marriage it is forgiven but never mentioned as
being, even there, unmentionable. This is the Law,"
This is told to American youths who then slink off into
dark alleys for their love. They cannot deny their
nature and they cannot legitimize it either,

At the end of the first year he took his master's
and then applied for a fellewship. This was denled him,
He felt bitter but still was not perfectly aware of the
nature of the hostility involved. He went back for a
second year and was enabled to continue by a loan which
a friendly member of the faculty arranged for him. At
the end of this year his class applfed for teaching

jobs, but there was no job for him and finelly it was
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made clear to him that the reason for his exclusion was
his Jewishness. He realized now for the first time what
the Jewish "exile™ means. ™"So long as there is discrim-
ination there is exile. Andfor the first time in my
life my heart turned with grief and remorse to the thought
of my brethren in exile all over the world ...." He
hed not been elected to his college fraternity either and
now this fact together with all the subtler hints md
warnings came home to him. All this was particularly
bitter for him in the light of the beliefs which his
father and mother, and through them, he had held about
equality in a democracy and especially in the new world
America, Thus he found the same duality of conscience
in the matter of eguality and democratic justice in the
Anglo-American world as exists in the matter of love and
sex., Anglo-Americans speask volumes about freedom and
domcrlcy’&mmm word and
act. This 1s one of the grave danger points in the Anglo-
American civilization.

Having failed to obtaln a teaching job he went to
work as a hack writer for Doubleday, Page and Company (190l
-1505). He referred bitterly to the commercialism of the
day which saw to it that all manner of trash was pub-
lished as long as it would sell., This sickened Lewisohn
and he indulgeg¢ 1n*ﬁ;1tribd against our predatory

~economic system which permits such things and which by
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means of this enslaves promising human beings if not in
body then certainly in soul, He toyed with the idea of

using a pseudonym to cover up his Jewish name, but de=

cided against it. He married Mary Arnold Crocker, and for a

f:snmed happy enough with his marriage. But la ter he
divorced her and this divorce was at the center of one

of the greatest pains of his life. He wrote all kinds of
short works, serlalized stories etc, which were so
popular at the time, in order to keep aliwe, These went
against the human end artistic instincts of his nature.
Hie first novel was written at this time and it got a few
good reviews but was generally attacked by what he calls
the "proponents of ethical duality." He once more tried
to get a teaching job through Columbia but was everywhere
refused becsuse he was & Jew., Finally he got an instruc-
torship at Wisconisn in 1910, but it was in the fleld of
German, not English.

At the University cf Wisconsin he was happy and
successful but he stayed only two years. For financial
and other reasons he left and went to teach at Ohlo State
Unkversity where he stayed f or six umnhappy years,

His mother died during his first year at Ohio
State (1912), and at this time the "tentative and half-
prayerful aspiration toward some extramundane source of
power and good which had remained with me from my Chris-
tian youth died out entirely." " ..... In a word, I

"4l
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abandoned all faith in any form of personal and transcendental
idealism and gradually adopted the hope for economic
securlty and personal freedom embodied in the revolu=-
tionary movement of our period. No, I am not, like a good
many liberals shirking the name of Socialism., But I

would break with Socialism as swiftly as with any other
system, if it were not to confine the power of soclety

over the individual strictly to the sphere of economics,
nydeflne and the necessity =-- not the characterl -- of
education; if 1t were not to leave the personal and mord
life of the individual absolutely free."™ He evidenced a
greatly increasing concern with society now: and continued
to herp on the distorted notions of morality in our
dualistic puritan society.

During the first World War, Lewisohn rebelled
against what he termed the "vicious prejudice and dis-
tortions built up by propaganda." He spoke up fear=-
lessly in defense of German culture, He looked upon
our propaganda as a sublimation of our frustrated sex-
uality -- phrases like "The Rape of Belgium" etec. Lo
was brought before the District Attorney in Columbus,
Ohio, on suspicion of seditl on, but he was not prose=-
cuted. His sabbatical year was due now (1919) and so
he took i1t and did not come back afterwards.

He went to New York where he taught English

~and Latin to teen-sge Nouveau upper-middle class boys
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in & private school. But he couldn't take this either
becsuse of the contempt for learning, the arts and re-
flection winich these boys brought from their homes., They
were interested only in money and machines. The whole
society was this way and the effects of the war were
making 1t worse.
He looked upon the Versailles Peace Treaty as
a snam and a trick, He declared that the war left us in
utter reaction -- and he rallied against the Klu Klux Klan
and one-hundred per cent Americanism, which turn all
national and religious groupings (including Jews) to
apologetics., Americanization means assimila tion. Thls
might be nl’;ight he maintained, if we in America had
something of true value to which to assimilate, But
the only things whicn engage the passions of the Anglo-
American stock are: baseball and the prohibitlion of
wine, love, speculation and art, Actually the friend
of the Republic, the lover of those values which alone
make life endurable, " .... must bid the German, and
.ne Jew, the Latin and the Slav to preserve hls cul=-
tursel tradition .... he must plead with nim to remain
spiritually himself untlil he melts naturally and gradu-
ally into a richer life, a broader liberty, a more
redlant artistic and intellectual culture tnan his own."
Concerning Russia he wrlites, "When the great
revolution broke out in Russia I felt a glow and a brief

hope. But that glow and that hope are alsc fading.
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For the purpose of an economle revolution is to release man
from physical suffering and uncertainty and the resul-
tant slavery in order that the individual may be set
wholly free; 1t 1s not to cage and herd him into another
exclusive ideology with its dogmes laws and prophets,
The aim of ultimate revolution must be to destroy the
herd and the herd mind and the herd mind's hardening
into that moral faith from which are born persecution
and disease and war." S

In Lewisohn, we are enabled clearly to see the
growth of the intellectual pattern that has already made
itself so familiar to us., Pacifism and disapproval of
war aims, contempt for the business mentality and the
recreational standards of the mob, hatred of racialism
and the Ku Klux Klan, espousal of the ldea of Cultural
Pluralism, abandonment of religion, early socislism, friend=-
liness to the Russlian Revolution, &and Furitan-baiting --
all these tle him:;athsr tightly 4» with the main-
stream of early twentieth century American libersal
thought.

It must only be said, to Lewisohn's credit, that
he began to gain at least some insight into the true
nature of the Bolshevik revolution at a phenomenszlly early
date, st & time when 1t was still succeeding fairly
well in disgulsing itself as to be accepted to most

honest intellectuals. He did retaln a certs'n amount of
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petience with Russia throughout the twenties. It was

not until the mid-thirties that he, like most of the

rest of the liberal intellectuals, rejected it completely
and condemned 1t viciously.

Turning now to the second part of hls auto=-
blography, Mid-Channel, we find Lewisohn taking us back
from the time of writing (1928) to the World War,

He referred to the war as the great event which
roused him from his fool's paradise and made him see the
trend of our clvilization., According to his new vision,
the world needed to be rebuilt after another pattern of
thought and aim, The very source of men's emotional
responses needed to be changed and nearly all fundamental
traditions to be reversed in order that we survive. Not
too surpringly he went to work as an associate editor of
The Nation (1920-192l), end was quite happy here though
not completely satisfied. He became sick of his puritan
balting, or so he claimed, because actually he in his
own person hed no clue to the Puritan mentelity or modes
of feeling. He was elien to the Puritan cluture wher~as
his contemporaries like Mencken and Lewis who were bait-
ing them were at least a part of the culture and had in-
sight into them, = %

—_—

If Lewisohn reslly did become sick of his Puritan

baiting he certainly exerted & superhuman effort in over=-

coming his sickness by 1932 when he published Expression
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in America. This is an excellent survey and evaluation
of American literature but it reflects an almost psycho=
pathegic preoccupation with Puritanism and sex. Lewisohn
sees puritanism in all evils and finds in puritanism the
source for all subsequent prudery and benightedness in
America with respect to sex. One revieworso was moved

to coin the term "Puritaniphobia™ with regard to this
book.

Furthermore, Lewisohn's closeness to Mencken
was cleverly depicted in an informal conversation between
the two which was transcribed in Living Age on March 1,
1930.51 in the course of which they dissect American
mores with deft strokes of the tongue. As a matter
of fact, Lewisohn's change of heart toward America upon
his return to this country in 193l 1s most significant
in the light of his thoroughgolin;; disapproval as late
as 193D,

One item more in passing concerning Expression
in America is his undispguised passion for psychological
jarpon so completely reminiscent of Kallen's style in
Why Religion and so much related to the scientiflc
temper of the decade.

Returning to the autobiography we find
that Lewisohn now besins to disclose the events
which led up to what he called his Teshuvah ==
the effects of which, so he claims, are primary in

shaping his literary and intellectual accom-
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In the fall of 1919 he received an invitation to
give a serles of lectures in the large mid-western citles,
With two exceptions all were before Jewish groups. On
this tour for the first time he became aware of an
attachment and a common ground that he must hold with his
fellow Jews. They helped him immensely, he writes, "by
just beinyg what they were." The meditative results of
these contacts were a repudiation of tho'unreal, mislead=-
ing liberalism of the nineteenth conturyf In his later
writings, Lewisohn is destined to negate completely the
emancipation and the liberalism of the nineteenth century
which said too simply that everybody was exactly the same,
" ... Men are different, belong to different families
and are known primarily snd recognized primarily by the
family or race from which they come. Liberalism does not
consist in blinding oneself from this fact =- such a course
uanally results in greater disappointments and frustra=-
tions. True liberalism consists in recognizing this fact,
ectually encouraging each group to its own individual and
different way of developing, upholding the right for it to
so do, and welcoming 1t for 1ts very differences into the
democratic association so that it may in its own way
enrich the democracy."

"The conclusion, then which my contact wit. Jews
Justifled and conlirmed was this: to rise from my lack

and confusion into a truly human life, a life with its
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right relation to man and God, to the concrete and the
universal; it was necessary for me to affirm In quite
other fashion than I had yet done the re-integration

of my entire consciousness with the historic and ethnic
tradition of which I was a part. My Gentile friends amd
and comrades were instinctively integreted with their
own. That completeness and assurance could, alas, never
be the portion of my Jewish generation. But I believed
that, when I had achieved that integration as far as
possible, I would no longer need or want to ask: What
do you live by? What ultimate satisfaction sustains you?
I would not ask. I would know, I would live the secret
and it would be mine too. And I may say at once that
belief has proved itself to be wholly true."

He continued to rell against the pseudo-liberal=-
ism of the nineteenth century from the point of view that
't caused Jews to outrasge a set of venerable instincts
proper and native to the!r kind. The instincts of one's
blood were treated as mouldy ghetto prejudices, Gentile
tralts were always preferred to one's own, This led to
Jewish anti-semitism of which Lewisohn admits his own
guilt, He has hours in which he has been ready to
"curse the day on which the magnanimous Lessing patted
on the crooked shoulder a certain Moses Mendelssohn."

In the meantime hls whole personal life was
being tortured by the divorce process, This apparently

was a very rancorous affeir, and it so affected Lewisohn
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as to become the theme for many novels and short stories
-- most notably The Case of Mr, Crump (1926), and it is
tempting to speculate as to the effect of this unhappy
adventure in matrimony on Lewisohn's headlong rush back
to religion,

Sometime around 1920 or 1921 he met Kurt Blumen-
feld, head of the German Zionists at a Menorah Banquet
in Boston., The latter made a great impression on him
not only as A person but as a symbol that Jews are at
last banding . ogether for comnmon action as Jews, not as
assimilationists. Through Blumenfeld he met Weizmann,

It was soon agreed that at the earllest possible moment
Lewisohm was to go to Poland and thence to Palestine to

do a series for The Nation. Lewlsohn welcomed the thought.
..e was perfectly willing to get out of the country at

least for a while, He was to bring his espousal of the
Zionlist Cause to full expression in Israel (1925).

This book is his {irst post-Teshuvah Jewish work
of major proportions, In it he incorporates some moving
descriptions of Jews and thoir communities as he has
seen them in Europe and Palestine but he is mainly
interested in preaching and the burden of his preaching
is aimed against assimilation. With mystic sadness he
warns that "the cause of modern anti-semitism is
assimilation."53 He assumes, whebher intentionally o:
not, the mantle of a Hosea, explaining antl-semitiem as

Yahweh's punishment for the syncretism of Israel as it
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were., This of course makes for powerful writing but it
completely overlooks the historical facts.

Assimilation has always accompanled the integra-
tion of the Jews into the economy of a land, i:li integra-
tion taking place in time of economic 'oll-b;ing and
prosperity. But prosperous economies have graduslly
crumbled one by one, and once the economic sub-stratum
of a land begins to contract and no longer permits of
integration, the Jews, who have become assimilated are
squaezed out, Thus it may be accurate to say that anti-
semitism has followed assimilation -- this is the super-
ficlal trutn, but to say that "the cause of modern anti-
semitism 1s assimilation" goes beyond the limits even of
poetic license and such a misleading !dea is all the more
pathetic comlug from one whose avowed purpose is to try
to allay the suffering of Jews and prepare them to meet
thelr problems,

In 1Israel, he enuncistes a doctrine that is to
recur in a hundred guises in his later writings in all
media, the doctrine of "Christian Paganism.,"™ There would
be nothing wrong with Christienity nad it not been
corrupted by the post-Paulinian pagans., The teachings
of Jesus are morsal and ethical, of the same cloth as
Jewish teaching.

"Primitive Cnristianity is Jewish .,," but it

" ... has never converted the Gentiles. The

pomp of Rome and her pgods is in the Sputh;
Germanic festivals and legends and epics rule
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the North .... the chivalric warlike Gentile

does not rind himself in the Gpspel. He has

to be converted again and again. When it

suits nim he abrogates the teachings of his

faith, and _preaches hate in the name of

Jesus .. .

" .ess Christianity has nevsr changed the real

character of the pagan world. The broagsmaaaaa

of mankind are still psgan barbarians,"

If Christienity were to return to the ideals of
Jesus end actually Christianize (or rather Judaize), the

e
world which is now Pegan and ungeemed might attain salva=-
tion,

The book is highly pacifistic. One of the great=-
est laurels he can place on the head of Polish Jewry is
the fact that "they fought conscription by mssive
resistence." Lewlsohn, like Kellen, has a strong blas
“sr East-European Jews despite his German birth, He
became pro=-American Jewish Congress later on, and he
was victim to the identical misunderstending of East-
Europesn Jewish developments, as was Kallen, going on
to make the rather absurd statement: '"They (East-
European Jews) fought Russification and Polonization in

the same manner (i.e. passively).56

Also interesting is Lewisohn's formulation of
the "Jewish Ethos"™ which 1s the pure and spontaneocus
expression of the unique Jewish character and destiny.

He speaks of this Jewlsh kthos &8s 8 new numanism, com-

pounded of knowledge and peace, ethics and morsal 1ty.

Any attempt to explain the roots of Jewish character
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a8 being even to the slightest degree due to external
factors is angrily dismissed by Lewisohn as anti-
semitism If by Gentlle and self-hatred if by Jew,

At sny rate, his trip to Europe strengthened
his anti-assimilationist and anti-Christian feelings and
set him more surely on his path than ever before, e
had no great sympathy “or the American literary expatri-
ates of thils poriod.sT claiming to be different from
them slnce he wants more, not less bourgeois responsi-
bilities, more, not less order and dignity of life even
in external things., He wants to be more bound -- though
the bonds be rationally chosen -- never less.

Lewisohn went to Poland and Pelestine st the end
of 192l;. He made & trip to North Africa and the Jewish
communities there sometime in 1926 or 1927, for the
purpose of observing tﬁfdfﬁ‘::.:-fhj‘ﬁw ::1 tfotall.ry‘“u Ry e
different civilization,,of the Jews and the nihilistic
orientel civilization of the rest of the orient., He
bepgan to study the rabbinic sources, Talmud end Midrash
at thls time.

Lewisohn and his second wife (Thelma Bowman
Spear) " ... do not practice the mitzvot and halakhot in
(their) home. But (they) are very sure that the spirit
of the decisions of the sages, profoundly applicable
to modern life es it happily is, is the dominant spirit
of (their) house." As for his God-concept: "If then,

I say God, I name by that name & concept implicit in
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alweys recurrent modes of Jewish thinking, the concept
namely of a force, trend, direction within the universe
wnich we continuously fortify by our ccoperation,

though we are free to keep as a last, faint, metaphysical
hope the notion that it is anterior to us. The contin-
uous creation by ourselves of that immanent force s

the ultimate meaning of the famous phrase of Kiddush
haShem.”

In an article in The Nation in 192’458 he becomes
more specific sbout hls concept of Kiddush haShem, "If
we are martyred because we are for peqce when all are
for war, when we are internationalist in the face of
nationalism then we will author our own inner salvation
for we will be embracing our fate."™ While he is not yet
& proponent of formelistic religion (actually rejecting
rituals and metaphysical assumptions in this article) he
it tolerant of organized Judaism saying let there be
rabbis =~ but let them preach peace,

Allusion must be made to cne more very important
periodical article by Lewisohn which appeared at the enu
of the period covered by Mid-Channel in which he states
his political faith as an artist.”’ "The man of letters,"
he writes, "does not look upon literature as a mere art,
he is a 'weltverbesserer,' a very political animal,"

This 1s an especial necessity considering the crucial

‘period through which the world is golng today (1928).
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For instance, so many people at this time are praising
Mussolini for bringing order to Italy that the man of
letters must speak out against this. "The Fascist
regime is an image of disorder, if order means harmony
and peace, if 1t means that a people's political insti=-
tutions must be a development and pro jection of its
cherscter and needs. (Underlining belongs to author =--
nocte again the idea of the ethos of a people stemming
from its "unique character"). Imposed uniformity is
not order,"

If this be so, then the man of letters will be
cnallenged as to why he 1s kinder to the Soviet dic-
tatorship. Lewisohn admits that the man of letters has
a tendency to be a parlor Bolshevist desplite the fact
that he has Knowledge of conditions In Russla that
would be unendurable to any libertarian. But this 1s
because with the Sovietg soclety there 1s at least the
hope that it will change -~ that it will re-admit
liberty and flexibillity. If it doesn't it will perish.
Meanwhile like all revolutions it is intolerant in
defense of a central idea. Tnls is rationalized hy the
fact that American rebels weren't kind to the Tories
elther. At least, says Lewisohn, the Soviet govern-
ment hasn't sought wealth or power, it has overthrown
these and sought to raise Fhe lowly, it has permitted

the various republics with, the USSR to maintain thAgr
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own speech and traditions. Russia today is far from the
ideal of the man of letters, but if he had to live there
he would try to cooperate patiently and hope. What would
there be with which to cooperate or be patient in Italy
or Rumania which are steeped in Paganism, land-grabbing
and empire building,

He comes out against so-called "practical politics"
or business politics. Balance of power, protection of
exported capital, restrictive laws -- all these are
literally futile. They have no connection with the aim
of every social order, which is to permit the individual
to lead the good life. "Economic security 1s necessary to
thle end, but not wealtn; freedom not power; brotherhood
not dominance. And the good life is not an enforced way
of life; it has nothing to do with any man's theories
concerning his fellows; it consists in the freedom of a
disciplined will -- therein also consists true order,
Freedom 1s order; variety ... is order,"

The aim then of all the political thinking and
acting of the man of letters is for "security to live the
good life within society."

What is perhaps Lewisohn's best novel falls into
this Mid-Channel period ending with the close of the
twanties -- that is Tne Island Within (1928). In this
book we find for the first time the Jewish polemics
"which are to characterize all of his subsequent fiction

works., He traces a Jewlish family through three genera-
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tions from Vilna to America, from Rab Mendel ben Rab
Yitzchock who suffered to preserve his Jewishness to
Arthur Levy who tries to cover his Jewishness, becomes a
psychiatrist and intermarries. But Levy somehow cannot
forget his raclal background and in the end leaves his
wife to go on & Jewish mission to the Balkans., Lewisohn's
primary theme is that the Jew cannot live a full life,
cannot feel at home on earth if he repudiates his heritage
and tries to assimilate himself, There can hardly be any

question a8 to who the main character of Island Within is

=« Arthur Levy 1s Ludwig Lewisohn, Jjust as Herbert Crump was
Ludwig Lewisohn. There 1s almost as much autobiography
as flction 1n Lewisohn's first two important novels.

We turn now to Lewlsohn's activities in the time

silrce Mld-Channel, -- the thirties and forties. During

this period Lewisohn's preoccupation with Jewish themes
most speciflcally with Zionlsm took on an almost obsessive
characier, Aflter writing a handful of articles on general
political and philosophical themes during the early thirties,
ne plunged into purely Jewisn problems to the exclusion
of virtually all else. Even as literary critic he is
interested primarily in Jewish literature from this point on.
Hitlerism, as we shall see, 1s one of the keys to this
development in Lewisochn.

The few articles that Lewisohn did write on noiu-

Jewish subjects in thirties are me=t®¥y significant in terms
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of his philosophical development and should be considered

first.

Writing in Harper's Magazine in 193060

to the conclusion that the purely critical age in American

he comes

writing, whose attitude was that life is "ridiculous and
disrusting" 1s drawing to a close., There is necessity
for new values, new affirmations, out of which to create
and guide both life and art., This 1s not generally recog=
nized yet,he fears. "The moral and spiritual nihilists
are playing into the hands of all whom they hate and
dread, of all the forces of darkness and intolsrance ...
We shall not return to the soggy self-complacency and
rcsy optimism of Ruskin. Nevertheless (Ruskin) had hold
of a fundamental truth. Sound art requires strong
rff'irmations; great art atands in the service of man and
God .... Babbitt has been taught to know himself for what

he 1s., He reads, I strongly suspect, The American Mercury;

he and his children begin to demand the bread of art ,...
I1f they sre denied the nourishment of sound ideas .... they
may turn to delusions more menacing than those from which
the writers of the criticel age succeeded in resculng them
in the past fifteen years,”
This artlcle 1s the very earliest intimation,

and 1t 1s only an intimation, of the approach of Lewisohn's
resction teo the 1ibersl scientific spirit of the twent.es

which is destined to culminate in a complete negation of
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sclence and the enlightenment by the time of the second
World War and a headlong rush into the arms of romanticism
and neo-orthodoxy -- which movement as we have seen gained
zraeat impetus in the late thirties,

It is not untlil two and half years later in
another article in H:fg:glpél that the intimation becomes
a reality. Here he wrote that the "Machine Age" does not
represent an age of progress. It has provided mesns that
are different and new, but 1t has given us no new ends,
The question, in fact, arises as to whether in our wonder
over the new means we have not begun to forget the old, the
eternal ends. Wisdom will lead us to our unchanging goals
-=- to progress -~ not machines. Progress 1s possible only
if we retrace our steps to where "machine ageness" struck
us and revert to the old historic ways of thinking.

Just a few months later Lewisohn publicly dis-
cleimed his former socialist laaningu.62 He stated his
falth in the middle class and presented his case for the
dignity and worth of the bourgeois. The bourgeoisz, he

rationalizes, is eternal, He l1s not just a product of

industrialism., It is he who has conserved civilization ust
thee=saaeea, not the masses who rush to enlist in armies,
wvhite or red, and not the oligarchs. Surplus profits

may be unethical and private property may have to be

destroyed as an economic technique. But "bourgeois deolosy“
must never be destroyed. Events in Europe involving the

extremes of both the right and the left have moved
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Lewisohn directly into the middle of the road.

A year later in 193l Lewisohn came back home after
having spent ten years Iin Europe., He celebrated the
occasion with a glowing tribute in Harper's Hng-sino63 to
the Amerlcan system Iinterspersed with contempt-laden stabs
at both Communists and Fascists, He upholds President
Roosevelt and the New Deal in this article saying the
menace of this age lies not in a change of economlic tech=
nique kept strictly on its own plane and deal ing strictly
with what comes within its framework. The menace of this
ege 1s that "both Pascism and Cormunism seek not to regu-
late the body but to murder the soul", The New Deal's
virtue is that it works in the realm of economlc bechnique
end does not t@mper with the soul,

This article was of further significance in that
in it Lewisohn"refuted” the theory of economic determignism

and established the innate character of the American people

with the following stetement, "We have depression here in
America and still our life is moral ... Our people have

morel qualities." Subsequent statlstics had an interesting

story to tell of the effects of the depression on morals,
Some of these have already been mentioned in the first
chapter. Furthermore any analogy between the effects of
the depression on the American economlc structure and on
the Europeen 1s quite absurd to begin with.,

The return of the prodigal Lewisohn to America

and the bourgeoisie is completed with an article in the
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Forum in April of 1936 entitled "In Defense of the
Acquisitive Instinct," Here he wrote that "the acquisitive
instinct is closely integrated with the creative instinct."
It is an instrument of human individuation. People should
have the sound sense to admit, "certainly I work for money,
for money is convertible into those rewards which are sym-
bols within a genuine hierarchy of common human worth."
Lewisohn admits that of course the acquisitive instinct
shouldn't be abused. But in his enthusiasm he overlooks
the extent to which it has been abused -- not just by cap=-
tains of industry but by an entire generation of common men
vho all through the twentles kmew no other values but the
values of acquisition. He forgets the feelings of rewuision
he himself had, as he wrote in Upstream, for the upper
middle class New York families whose sons he unsuccessfully
tried to tutor., Lewisohn's return to America indeed repre-
sents & long road back.

It remalns only to consider Lewisohn's Jewish
writing in the time since Mid-Channel.

+ tres
It was peebebdy during the u‘:y-'iotfy"-'&ﬂom that

Lewisohn came into c ontact with a distinctively Jewish express=-

fon of the romantic reaction to rationalism ss embodied in
the thinking of Martin Buber. This contact was of great
consequence to Lewisohn as he himself admits, and as
evidenced by the temper of virtually all his writing from
the late thirties onward., But it 1s quite probably that

Lewisohn would eventually have arrived et the same destina-
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tion even without the help of Buber. The effect of the
devastating events of the thirties on this personality which
had already experienced the need for a Teshuvah in the early
twenties could hardly have been otherwise.

Lewisohn was one of the contributing editors of
Opinion from the very inception of that periodical in 1931,
In 1t appeared numerous short storles and short novels in
serialized form the burden of which was anti-assimilation-
iam,

The few non=-fiction articles he published in Opinion
are mostly on the same subject or on other well known
Lewisohnian sublects such as doctrine of Christian paganism
or else on Zionism,

Three items in Opinion are of special significance

however. In a series of character sketches entitled

"Prologue to a Ilovel'6h he introduces us to a Jew named
Jehuda Brenner whose resemblance to Lewisohn is hardly
accldental, He 1s a free-thinker, he eats "trefe" but he wears
phylacteries and a "yarmulke" and he finds a "great

essence” in Chassidiem desplite its corruptions. "I believe,"
Lewisohn says through Brenner, "in the bellef of these

poor men in Isrsel ,... thelir bellef brings them near to

the central truth of things and of the universe and of

G0d +..." "The learned and wise of the world should add this
to their own belief. Lewisohn's new-orthodoxy or ne .-
Chassidism is not yet fully developed however. It will

reach its climax in The American Jew (Ferrar, Straus 1950)
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ag we shall see,

A second important item is apoem entitled "There
Is No Peace."®® Lewisohn who has been as consistent and
outspoken a pacifist as any of his contemporaries even m st
the depression into the early thirties, has by this time
re Jected his pacifism, but with a vcngaanco.66 He 18 sick
of running, he writes. He would join the battle and pour
out our blood to mix with the polson of our enemies. We
must defy them now or else go down through the ages as
slaves or worse yet as clowns,

One more poem appearing in Oginion67 in 1941 1s
noteworthy. In it Lewisohn exprssses for the first time his
eynicism and loss of faith in Britain and the Balfour
Declaration. His anti-British views are not softened by
the fact that Britain 1s fighting Hitler Germany practically
single-handedly at this time. It seems as though he has
finally gotten clear insight into the true nature of
Sritish Near East policy.

While in Europe in the early thirties Lewisohn
got a close view of Hitlerism and spoke out against it
fervently. He was one of the first to predict the true
intent of Hitlerism which 1z the extermination of all Jews

irrespective of politicel arfiliationa.68

Hq&id this at a
time when most Jewish leaders were still wishfully main-
taining that Hitler wasn't really serious, Despite his

, accurate prediction however one gets the impression that

he did not actually have full insight into the basic ceauses
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69

ded that this persecution was unparallelled in history.

It was the first one where the persecuted have sold out
spiritually (i.e. assimplated) to their oppressors at the
latter's invitation and command. And he pointed out the
fact that he had warned of the consequences of assimilation
in Igrael but no one would heed,

The fallacy involved in this sort of writing must
be pointed out. Not only does the Hitler brand of anti-
semitism have parsllels in history, but it is in its
fundamental outlines, a near perfect replica of virtually
every movement of organized anti-semitism that has seen
and darkened the light of day., The Jews of Germany in the
twelfth century were given special protection, by the Holy
Roman Emperor Henry IV. They were invited in to Court
positions and not a few of them completely assimilated
tnenselves., Within a century however the social and
aconomic situation had so deteriorated in Germany that the
very same ruling house that had invited them in now confis=-
cated thelr property and even lowered them to the unpre-
cedented degradation of being sold into serfdom,

The Jews in the twelfth and thirteenth century
Sm in under the early Christian kings were the royel
favorites., Many of them were the tax collectors for the
kings; their situation was prosperous. Ilany of them
ectually converted voluntarily, more of them assimileted.

By the end of the fourteenth century and throughout the
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rifteenth century, the same type of disintegration had
attacked the Spanish sociel and economic structure and not
only the assimilated, but even the converted became vic-
tims of the infamous inquisition. The pattern is analogous
later in Poland -- adequately documenting the fact that Hit-
lerian anti-semitism is basically like all other anti=-
semitisms,

With the expansion of the German economy in the
letter half of the nineteenth century, emancipation was
granted the Jews and they were easily integrated into the
business and professional 1life of that land -- often attaline
ing to positions of great prestige. The first World War
marked the beginning of the end of an independent Germean
economy. Jews were beginning to feel pressures even in
the twenties. Ther rest deprcalon was the crowning blow
end Hitler's rise was not long in coming.

To repeat, snti-semitism arises in snswer to the
needs of a soclety In crisis not in enswer to assimilation
== though assimilsation has usually teken place wherever the
Jews have successfully integrated themselves into the
economy of a country in the periods of prof\derity which
precede crisis. MNo other explanalion can account for the
complete reversal of attitude in the same places toward
the Jews, and take so completely into account the known
facts of economlc and social history.

Lewlisohn's accuracy regarding Nazism seems to

stem from his pessionate almost mystic belief in the
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punishment that assimilation reaps, which belief he feels

must be vindicated for all to see, vather than from trve wulclhnlva
In an article in The Nation in 193370 he continues

his anti-Hitlerian agitation with a psycho-analysis of Nazi

behavior in wich he finds the characteristics of homo=-

sexuality and homo=-centric eroticism,

In Harper's the same yaarTl

he shows signs of getting
on the historical track of German behavior only to become
sidetracked by psycho-enalysis before he can carry it

through logically. He writes that perhaps the present German
character can be traced back to the inability of the Germans

to unite in the eighteenth century the way the English and
French did, and to get into the empire bullding game.

Thus, he deduces, the Germans feel left out and inferior and
swek to compensate for those feelings of inferiority as does
any neurotic.

It must be made clear that the role of psychology
1s not to be dismissed in any consideration of anti-semitism.
Fut this role can be played only after the need for 1t has
been established, just as the individual psychotic devel~ns
a certain syndrome of behavior patterns in response to
prassures which cause in him a psychologlical need. Mob
psychology is indeed a potent weapon in the hands of the
anti-semite, but the causes of anti-semitlism cannot be ex-
plained in terms of 1t.

0f the many novels Lewisohn wrote during the
‘thirtios, one must be mentioned. That is Trumpet of
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¥e This novel is deeply escoﬂid in neo-orthodoxy.

Jubilee.
He has the same view of Chris.lanity as having been too
much influenced by paganism, He looks upon the true
Christianity as a part of the ancient Hebrew faith and
calls upon the religlous forces of the Judaeo-Christian
world to defend themselves against all man made faiths,
including Capitalism, Bolshevism, Fascism and Nazism.

In order that his religlious faith shall triumph
he is willing to see all of civilization destroyed -- a
prospect he actuelly conceives of in the epllogue of this
novel, Somehow, throughout an age of total chaos, the
spirit of God menages to hover and 1s finally percelved
sgain by a re-emerging humanity. This is a Lewisohn
totally repelled by contemporary civilization, one who
has completely rejected his pacifism (he calmly sends his
hero into the final battle, on the side of the forces of
righteousness at Armageddon) and who no longer has falth
in any type of human effort in attaining righteousness,
Civilization as we know it must be destroyed before any
new building cen be done.

Between 193l when he returned from Europe, and
12Li1, Lewisohn spent a pgood deal of his time as a Zlonist
lecturer spesking before some four hundred and fifty
groups. His Zionism as we would expect 1s of a fiercely

nilitant brand.

In 1939 he published a full length non-fiction
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work, The Agsuur,73 which was a typical display of fenati-
cal Lewisohnian Zionism,

Lewisohn became editor of the ZOA publication
New Palestine, in 19L:3, after -aving been a frequent
contributor for several years before, and retained that
position until 1918, His polemicizing hewed to the old
familiar lines:

"Zionism is among other things, a total

impliclt negation of eighteenth century

enlightenment_and nineteenth century

natertaliam.'Tﬁn
These, of course, are the sources of all evil, which makes
Zionism an even more worthwhile cause,

Tie integrity of Lewisohn's devotion to the
Zionist cause was unquestionable, He was consistently anti=-
Communisth and ant1-8r1t13h76 throughout the war years
vtien Russian and Britain were allies of the United States
and it mirht have been better public policy to mitigate
hls animosity toward them,

He was not totally neglectful of the need for
narmonizing Zlionism with Americanism however., He pgoes
to preat lengths to prove that there is no incompatibility
between being a Zionist and being an American not only in

the pages of New PalontinoTT

but also in his 1950 attempt
to write a "Moreh Nebukhim" for ou¥ time, The American
gg!.7a ®In this book he takes cognizance of the general
state of anxiety in which western man finds himself,

« — —— Lewlsohn places the blame for this anxiwty not
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surprisingly at the feet of nineteenth century godlessness,
which is nothing less than the whole of the scientific
movement., Man put his entire faith in the promises of
science and his faith has been repayed with the rise of
totalitarianism on every front.

In the Jewish case specifically, it is the god-
lessness of the so-called emancipation which attempted "to
emancipate us not as ourselves but from ourselvos,”79 that
is at the root of all our anxiety. The only Jews who re-
fused to succumb to the false emancipation were the
Orthodox and later the Zionists. He restates the case
against assimilation which is the result of the emancipa-
tion and which brings in its wake anti-semitism and Jewish
self-hatred.

What shall the American Jew do in the face of his
anxiety to attain salvation? The American Jew must re-
Judaize himself, he must rofurn to the God of his fathers
and the faith of his fathers. This must be a complete
return, The traditional forms have been the sole instru-
mentality of preserving the Jewish people across the ages,
These forms must be revitalized in order that the Galuth community
in America be enabled to transcend. In the culturally
pluralistic American emancipation. The assimilatory sub-
szrvience of the Galuth communities under the old

democracy the Jew can affirm his patriotism with absolute

consistency by being a good Jew, In fact, as we shall
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soon see, Lewlsohn unmistakably implies that re-Judaiza=-
tlon 1s indispensable to America -- to refrain from
Judaization would be unpatriotiec.

At any rate, to be a good Jew one must not only
profess his Jewlsh faith but must keep &ll the traditional
observences, (Kashrut, Shabbat, prayer three times per
day, etc.), perform all the mitzvot prescribed in the
Torah and immerse himself In Jewish knowledge.

The American Jew must re-Judaize himself for the
sake of Israel, for without re-Judaization there is no
lwolthy Zionism, But above all (and this is an interest-
ing insight) he must do so for the sake of America, For
if he assimilates here in America, then according to the
Lewisohnian teaching anti-semitism will have to arise
here to punish him,

Under the relpgn of anti-semitism Americe will
become a slave state, and the last bastion of liberty will
crash into chaos, If this happens all of the frew world,
including Israel and world Jewry, is of course doomed.

This 1s an awesome power we Jews apparentlvy have,
but then it is not really too surprising to hear such
grandiose (and erroneous) ideas from Lewisohn who has as
nf now identifled himself so completely with Orthodox
Jewlsh thinking that he can only concelve of the Jewish

peonle in eschatological terms,



CHAPTER IV

Morris Raphsel Cohen

Morris R. Cohen's autobiography, A Dreamer's
ggurnnz,eo published posthumously is & rather reliable
document despite the hazards of writing in the first
person, Cohen had few axes to grind., If there was any
cause to which he was passionately devoted it was only to
the cause of the critical sclentific method which was to
him the essence of liberalism, Hls life remained rela-
tively free of political entanglements and 1t was a point
of hls to remain completely free of intellectual entangle-
ments =- no system of philosophy wholly escaped criticism
at hls hands, At any rate, the memories and reflections
in Cohen's autobiography are invariably corroborated, as
we shall see, by articles and essays written during the
Lime of reference, so we may approach it without too many
reservations,

Conen was born in Russia and lived there the
first twelve vears of his life (1880-1892), During th’s
time nis training was that of the normal orthodox youth,
He received an education in Talmud that was never to desert
him and acquired a love for Yiddish that he never lost,

His orthodoxy was an unquestlioning one throughout
2ll the years in Burope, in fact he expressed great 1ears

abcut coming to Amerlice and being unable to maintain the
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orthodox ways., He thanks hls grandfather for the first
stimull that awakened in him the love of wisdom when on
long walks together his grandfather would talk to him
about Maimonides and the Book of Khuzeari. This stimulated
an interest in the philosophy of religion that never waned.

In 1892, he, his mother, and his sister set out
for America to join his father and two brothers who were
among the great masses of East European Jews seeking haven
in this country from the Romanoff regime during the eighties
and ninetlies of the last century.

It did not take long for the young Cohen to drift
eway from his orthodoxy once he came into contact with the
social ferment takinpg place on the East Side of New York at
the turn of the century. While still iIn his early teens
1e beceme a constant reader of the Arbelter Zelt s the
7iddish organ of the Soclallist Labor Party and socialism
came to mean something more to him now than just opposition
to the Czar's oppression aﬁht did emong the socialist Jews
of Russia. He began to see "the reality of class oppression
and the consequent cless struggle."

"I have never ceased to be grateful for the

illumination which I found in studying Marx's

Das Kapital," he wrote in later years. "It

not only helped me to recognize the poverty of

most non-economic interpretatlions of history,

but also prepared me to see that the recurrent

breskdowns of caplitallist economy are not un-

foreseeable accidents but a consequence of

the private ownership of the machinery of

production, whereby the processes of industry

are directed for the profit of individuval
capitalists rether than for the satlsfactlion
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our common needs, It helped me to see that

the old optimistic but essentially anarchistic
notion that the good of all will best be pro-
poted by 'rugged individualism,' by each pur-
suing his own selfish economic gain, is a cruel
superstitution which men possessed of both
reason and a decent amount of human sympathy
cannot long maintain in the face of the hideous
miseries that flourish in E&e shadow of man's
mighty productive powers.,"

Though he thus acknowledged his debt to Marx,
however, the mature Cohen was constrained to add,

"on the other hand I was troubled by the exagger=-

ated materialism that pervaded Marxz's thinking.

This was evidenced in his concentration on the

production of commodities and his ignoring of

the immaterial services of scientists, inventors,

doctors and other non-proletarian groups. It

was even more evident in the Marxist boast,

which I could not swallow, that Marx never spoke

of justice. Without an appeal to hatred for the

injustice of the prevailing economic order, would

we not be dumb and ineffective exponents of the

socialist message?™02

His pro;tous teen-ﬁgo socialism did not show signs
of the presence of any such critical reservations, however,
till he met an individual who was to have a great influence
on his life, =-- Thomas Davidson.

During the twenties Cohen still fits in with the
@@ intellectuals who are displaying a good deal of sym-
pathy and patience doward Russia, In an article in The
Survoxa3 in 1923, Cohen psychologizes away the lack of
liberalism in Russia by explaining that they came into
contact with the west at a late stage in history and even

then they were ruled by despotisms and authoritar’anisms,

thus they have no experience in the art of compromise and

-----------IIII--IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII...“
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accomodation. Russia's people have had to accept everything
the government sald or else be considered revolutionaries,
Revolutionaries of course must go to extremes since they

must be secret and absolutist, trusting their leaders implicit-
ly. In either case -- monarchist or revolutionist -« the
government was not based on free discussion. We in the

west have at long experience at free discussion and at that

we haven't been able to avoid wars -« what should we expect

of the inexperienced Russians?

By 193h5h Cohen had thoroughly rejected the communist
recime in Russia,

But with this we have leaped almost forty years
ahead of our story.

Returning to the years of Cohen's youth we find
that ne acclimated himself rapldly to the American school
system end did woll enough to be accepted in 1895 at the
College of the City of New York, Hls name has since becom
inseparably linked with that institution.

Philosophy courses were meager when Cohen went to
college =-- in this realm he had to educate himself for the
most part during these years., But hls courses In history
and science were of great help to him. He pgraduated CCNY
in 1900.

In the meantime, he had met Thomas Davidson in
the fall of 1898. Cohen went to hear Davidson lecture with
the intent of heckling him, -- on his non-soclalistic ideas

on individualism and salvation by educatlion. Despite the
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heckling (or perheps befause of it) the two became fast
friends. Under the stimuli provided by Davidson, which
consisted of new opportunities for studying as well as
teaching, Cohen's first love, philosophy, began to grow

and flower. For seventeen years after Davidson's death
(1900-1917) Cohen continued faithfully, under conditions

of great hardship to keep alive the Thomas Davidson Soclety
-- an association devoted to the free education of the
inhabitants of the Bast Side who could obtain no regular
academic training due to the exigencies of economic needs.

In 1902 he received a position teaching mathem-
atics at City College and thus began an association which
was to last thirty-six years, Teaching mathematics was
most unsatisfactory to Cohen whose passion it had always been
to teach philosophy. He felt sure that 1f he received a
doctorate in philosophy he would succeed in obtaining a
transfer to the philoszophy department at CCNY.

He succeeded with difficulty in wangling a fellow=-
ship from the Ethicel Culture Society whose head was Pro=-
fessor Felix Adler,who had befriended Cohen,and in S-ptem-
ber of 190l began two very important years at Harvard
Graduate School. It was here that he came into contact
with Josiah Royce and William James of whom he wrote in
his autoblography,

"The greatest teacher I had at Harvard was

Josiah Royce, wno hed a marvelous capacity

for concentrating all his learning and logical
acumen on the point at issue., But the best
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friend I found on the Harvard faculty was William
James, Ho one could have come into contact with
William James without being stirred by his
gloriously fresh vision and amazingly daring
honesty of expression. I could not however share
his psychologic approach to philosophy. His
psychologic explanations of necessary truth did
not seem to me to bear on their logical nature
esss Our inte!lectual disagreements were often
violent. But as s human being James was not
only & never failing source of warm inspiration
but a trusted counsellor in all my difficulties
of health ang finance and in my lowest days of
depression.™

In a series of articles "On American Philosophy"
written for the New Republic in 1919 and 1920 Cohen reflects
the great love and admiration he had for these two men who
Indeed influenced him greatly but characteristically he
still does not refrain from indulging in critiques of thelr
WorkKe

"In Cambridge I shared a room at 1707 Cambridge

Street with Felix Frankfurter, and we spent many

evenin & together talking law and philosophy.

I soon cdeveloped & profound interest in the

taieoretical side of jurisprudence, which was to

prove one of the gulding thﬁgads of my future
philosophicel development."

So wrote Cohen of the beginning of a reletionship
that was to have unusuel effect on the movement for "soclo-
loglesl Jurisprudence” about which we have spoken in the
first chepter, Cohen as we shall ses, beceme one of the
leading spirits of the movement,

He returned to CCNY in 1906 but the hope for a
position in the ph!losophy department did not materialize.

fe was to spend six more miserable years in the mathematics

depertment before receiving in 1912 the post of Assistent
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Professor of Philosophy. During all these years from

1902 to 1912 he wrote a wealth of highly technical papers.
He was not to become involved in soclal affairs until

1912 and after. Lven then his efforts can hardly be

called practical -- he was always to prefer the role of
researcher even when emotionally involved in an issue ==

to place the data in the hands of mare energetic indi-
vicduals who might then be able to concentrate their efforts
on the sources of problems rather than on symptoms,

By 1912 his interest in Jjurisprudence aid his
recognition of the shortcomings of the profession in
Anerica had stirred him to activity. He began to polemi-
cize against the prevalling view of the legal conservatives
that we live under a government of laws and not of men,
that judges can do nothing but ablide by legal precedent,
This vliew he scornfully calls the "phonograph theory"™ of
Jurisprudence. It was his contentlon that the judge had a
crvative function to perform iIn molding Jjustice to the
needs of contemporary issues,

"The phonograph theory has bred the mistake..

view that the law is a closed, independent system

having nothing to do with economic, politiecal,

social or philosophical science. If, hovever,

we recognize that courts are constantly remaking

the law, then 1t becomes of the utmost social

importance that the law should be made in
accordance with the best available information
which 1t 1s the object of science to supply,

Law denls with human affairs, and it is ir sossible

to legislate or make any judgment with regard to

them without Involving all sorts of assumotions
or theorles. The issue, therefore, 1s not between
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a fixed law on the one hand, and soclal theoriss
on the other, but between social theories uncon-
sciously assumed and social theories cerefully
examined and scientifically studied ... Hence
ghe lawyer who regards his work as a liberal pro-
fession rather than as a commercial trade, must
not be satisflied merely guarding the workd which
have been handed over to him. He must study the
stream of life and be constantly thinking of ways
of improving the containing legal forms. We too
are men, and now we will live not as pall bearers
of a dead past but as the creators of a more
glorious future. By all means let us be loyel to
the past, but above all loyal to thg future, to
the Kingdom which doth yet appear,"07

In 1913 the Conference on Legal and Social
Philosophy was born with John Dewey as chairman and Cohen
as secretary. -

Cohen's activity in the fileld of jurisprudence
brought him into close friendships with Roscoe Pound and
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes. The latter figured heavily
in much of Cohen's subsequent writings,

The New Republic was founded in 191l by some of

Cohen's best friends., He claims that he was not always

in sympathy with the "benevolent aspirations™ of some of
the editors of that periodical "to lead the American
public in the paths of righteousness" but his disagrcs-
ments could not have been too great., He was a regular
contributor to its pages from 191l; to 1921 and continued
to write for it, though more sporadically for many years
after that,

During the first World War there was a notable

~8llence from Cohen's direction on the issues of that war,
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Not one article is published on the subject -- no mention
of it is made in his autobliography. In one article
published just after the war Cohen explained this
phonomanon.?a

Eﬁg:darendod himself against the charge of having
been a slacker in the war effort and having dawdled away
his time with subjects like symbolic logic and Plato., He
admitted that all this was true but that he was not
ashamed of it., "On the contrary when I look upon my pro=-
fessional colleagues who enlisted their philosophies in the
war, who added their shrill voices to the roar of the
cannons and their little drops of venom to the torrents of
national hatreds, I feel that it is they who should write
apologles for their course,"

Though he writes in obvious disenchantment of
the war, he was not & pacifist, For he continues:

"As a citizen I should have been glad, if
conditions permitted, to volunteer for military
service. But though I could conscript my body

I could not conscript my mind., As a philosopher
I could never assert that the war was a clear
issue between the powers of light and the powers
of darkness .... I couli never get myself to

sey that Jepan had a better right to Shantung
than Germany or that it was better that Poles
should eppress Russians and Germans than that the
latter should be the oppressors., I could never
believe that the world's 1n1qu1t; would end the
moment the Kaiser (or any other "boss") should
be overthrown,"

ce
In this last :‘:ﬁ:innt Cohen evidences an under-
standing of history and present reality not shown by all of

his ideallstic intellectual contemporaries, This article
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poes on to give amazing insight into Cohen's opinion of
American mores and they do not surprise us,

"I am aware," he wrote, "that in my high
valuation of purely theoretic pursuits I

have the weight of contemporary authority
against me, My fellow philosophers for the
most part are too ready to assert that

theoretic philosophy can justify itslef only

by its practical applications, But why the
fundamental human desire to know the world

is any less entitled to satisfaction than

the desire for kodaks, automobiles, india-
paper, or upholstered furniture, they do

not tell us., Indeed, exactly what is prac-
tical, and what 1s the good of being practical
at all, are just the kind of theoretic studies
that they frantically refuse to undertake. I
strongly suspect that in this they are influ-
enced not only by the Puritanic aversion for

the arts of free play, but also by the unen-
lightened prejudice that the bare necessitles
of 1life are more important than the "luxuries"
which by giving life are more beautiful and
more dignified and make the struggle for it
worth while to free men ...ss.ss I would
contend that the really important 1ssue before
the American people todsy is not economic or
political but moral and vital == the issue of
Puritanism. It is the Puritanic feeling of
responsibility which has blighted our art and
philosophy and has made us as & people un-
skilled in the art of enjoying life. (No one
who witnessed our victory celebrations will
here ask for proof.) By making daily existence
dreary and depressed it drove people to strong
drink, end now it deprives pecple of their
drink wihtout inquiring into its cause or
function .s..se4es I know that Plato's other=-
worldliness id decidedly out of fashion. We
believe nowadays that by progressive mechanical
inventions and by some happy economico-political
device we can bring about the reign of complete
justice and happiness. Far be it from me to
disparge this modern faith. As a great hope
sanctified by the supposed evidence of "scientific"
evolution, it is to many a real sustaining force
in the presence of otherwise intolerable evil.,
But to fix all our hope on some temporal affair
like the Leajsue of Nations 1s to leave us helpless
when we come to the inevitable harvest of disappoint-
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ment. We hold the benefits of civilization not

in fee simple, to our heirs forever, but by

knights' service. Much as we may leave to our
successors, we can never manage it so that they
shall be entirely free from toil, pain, and

the agoines of death., Let us not, therefors,

willfully impoverish their life by throwing

away any of the things that have served as

consolations to so many since the ancient days

-- among which are the writings of the divine

Pleto and even of the altogether unherolc

Cicero, who so tranicallx illustrates the failure

of scholars in politics.

Cohen despite himself shows that ne is definitely
affected by the trend of ;mericln mores and he demonstrates
plainly that his sympathles on these matters belong for
the most part with the liberal intellectual group to
wnlch Kallen and Lewisohn also belonped at this time,

But, by and large, he remains remarkably faithful to his
purpose of devoting himself to the theoretical aspects
of the great human problems,

He tells us that as a citizen he was unable to
maintaln silence in the face of the nystericsl one hundred
per cent Americanism which gripped tha land after the war
and culminated in the racist immigration laws of 1922 and
192l;. "Along with Jane Addems, Isaac Hourwich, Felix
Frankfurter, Father John Ryan, and other unregenerate
liberals, I joined in the battle to expose the false
science on which this anti-semitism and anti-Catholic

69
n

legislation was based.
There are other allusions to contemporar;

tssues?® but they are usually lacking in comprehensive-
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ness, His writings remained singularly free from soclal
and political agitation up the very last,

Probably the most significant periodical con~-
tribution that Cohen made was an article appearing in
The ua:;og?l entitled, "What I Believe." In it he
stated the essence of his humble faith in human progress.
He wrote that:

" L eses history shows the frailty of humans--
each of us drops out before the end is in
sight. Yet we are able to carry on, What
makes us able to do so 1s not our guess as

to the unknown goal, but rather the zest de-
veloped by our actual caily experiences.

When zest 1s pgone all words of comfort or
exhortation are vain, But wise reflection
may fan the flame when it is low, Thus recog-
nition of our frailty leads not to despair

but to wide eyed courage. It also points to
an intimate cornmection between science and

the liberal spirit. Sclence is not a new set of
dogmas, it is rather a method based on a
critical attitude to all plausible and self-
evident propsitions. 'To refuse to doubt
one's own first principles 1s the easence of
fanaticism.' He debunked the usual sentiments
interpretetion of the Golden Rule to love thy
neighbor as thyself. My neighbor has a right
to think thet my love for myself is a foolish
one. 'Civil society depends not on blindness
to the loathsome tralts of our fellow mortals,
but upon respecting their rights without taking
them to our bosoms.""

As far as religion was concerned, Cohen was very
tolarant, He could not affiliate himself with any syna-
Zogue or temple but felt that rola!!gioua insitutions
might be very helpful to others,

He 1s 1in major disegreement witn John Dei ey on

this point.
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"Dewey dismissed philosophy which is naught
but a distant vision and can serve onlx as
a consolation or intellectual pastime."92

Cohen feels that this is a grievous error. For not
only do

"consolations and pastimes == the essence of
religion and fine art -- most directly
minister to human welfare by bringing us
relief from anguish and offering us positive joy,
but no human work could long propser without
them. Industry recognizes the need for vaca=-
tions., The founder of the school of prag-
matism, Chauncey Wright, could still admit
that religion and metaphysics had probably
done more for human happiness than the narrow
evidence of material science can well
estimate."93

Neither did Cohen agree with Dewey and Kallen
and the other liberals that religious institutions are
destined to disappesar.

"I happen to be one of those," he wrote, "who

do not expect the synagogue to go out of

existence in any near future. It has weathered
the storms of over two thousand years and it
still has a great deal of vitality as a center

for Jews =- just as the church is still a
natural center of the soclal 1life of Chriatians.“gh

Colhien gave much thought to the future of the
Jewish people. He rejected botni Zionism and its extreme
oprosite assimilationism as solutions, Writing in The

95

New Republic us early as 1919 ne criticlzed what he
felt to be the shortcomings of the Zionist pnilosophy.
He refused to lmse faith in the enlightenmeni, admitting
that the process of emancipation was slow but it could

only have a good effect as far as Jews are concerned,

lio great culture was ever achleved, except by a mixed
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people freely borrowing and this is true nistorically of
the Jews, too, he maintained, pointing to Philo, Spinoza
and Bergson as examples. In this article 8ohen states
tnat "a national Jewish Palestine must necessarily mean
a state founedd on & peculiar race, a tribal religion,
and a mystic belief in a peculiar soll ,.. stressing
group autonomy rather than individual freedom. Indeed
how could a Jewish Palestine allow complete religious
freedom, freedom on intermarriapge and free non-Jewlsh
imoigration, without soon losing its very reason for
existence?"

Cohen made & point of giving due credit to
Zionism for what it has done. He cen hardly be cslled
anti-Zionisth;;::ﬁg New Palestine.dsls 96 He was in
sympathy with all the positive achievements of Zionism.
In his 1919 erticle he paid tribute to the Zicnists for
increasing "self-respect where assimilation wes degenera-
ting into blind aping of Gentlile ways.,"™ In a post-script

written in 1945 when the article was republisned in The

Fajth of a Liberal, Cohen expressed protest against
British actions in denying Jewish immigrants entry into
Palestine. But for this, Cohen claimed, 1t is not
necessary to be a Zionist,

Cohien can most adequately be characterized simply
28 a non-Zionist. As a matter of fact, the deprecat ry

views he set down in Tue New Republic were called forth

in response to the problems of American Jews. Zionism
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was just becoming & great issue among American Jews and
Cohen was mainly interested in suggesting to American
Jews amld all the excitement and agitation that Zionism
was not a realistic solution to their problems. His
telling argument is, in fasct, that Palestine cannot
absorb enough Jews to eradicate the Jewlsh problem in
diaspora countries anyway therefore we must needs s
look for another anawer.

While he does not look on assimiletion as &an

evil,he rejects it too as a complete or immediate answer

to American Jewish problsms.97

wocnuaa on the one hand the world is
in violent reaction against the liberal spirit and with-
out the liberal spirit there can be no free cultural
interchange between Jew and non-Jew. This only means

of course that Jewish problems are actually inseparable
from the problems of humanity. In the end, of course,
2asimilation (not the degenerate kind but that which
follows loglcally from truly liberal enlightenment) or
destruction is inevitable., "For no one can reasonably
supposs thet the present divislons of mankind will last
forever,"

An equelly reeslistic reason for the inadequacy

of assimilation as an answer is the group cohesion of Jews,
Given the highest recorded rate of imtermarriage i . history

ic would take cver two thousand years for assimilation

to occur, Cohew points odl.
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What then are the answers, Of course, Cohen
has no pat instructions but he points to certein areas
where the Jewish position in this country can be made
stronge. First in the field of economics we should study
the distribution of Jews in various fields as well as
general economic trends, so that we may, facing the facts
roaliatioany,‘rgake such ad justments as to avoid being
bound up with the fortunes of one claass or of one aresa
of economic enterprise,

Second is the political problem. Cohen admits

that:

.......

liberslism of Americe will see us through. Ig
is true, however, that the only friends we have
in Amerlca today are the llberals, and if we
should do anything to entagonize them by adopt-
ing an anti-liberal philcsophy, we should cer-
teinly cut ourselves off from any possibility
of naving the cooperation of any part of the
American public wnen we are in troutle.

"MThat is a real danger because our Jewish na-
tionalists are adopting an anti-liberal policy.
They are sayin;, for instance, that the philosophy
of liberalism led to debacle in Germany, for=-
getting that to this liberal philosophy we owe
the opportunities that we have en joyed Iin this
country and that if we deny liberalism, we oucht
to be willing to abandon the rights and privi-
leges which we are enjoying today. It is stupia
to believe that we can long enjoy the fruéta of
liberalism while we cut away its roots.,"?

Above all, we must make provision for systematic
not only
study snd research, We nave neglected,.scholerly study
Tical
wnicn 1s important but also theLreaearch wiiich 1is

necessary for the intelligent management of Jewlsh affairs,
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Cohen took himself seriously in the areas of
Jewlsh research., He was instrumental in forming in 1933
the Conference on Jewish Relations. The urgency of the
need for scientific knowledge of Jewish problems had
been brought home to Cohen by the advent of Hitler, The
Conference i1ssued many studies on anti-semitism, it
tssued Jewlsh Population Studies which was designed to
bring licht to bear on the economic situation, present
and future of the Jews,

Cohen was one of the founders of Jewish Social
Studles the first 1ssue of which appeared in January of
1939, This was a meens of stimulsting the production of
scholerly studies by providing an organ for their publica-
tion, notice and review,

sarly in the second World War the Conference on
Jewlsh Relations began to concern itself with post-war
pronlems =- the conditions of a desirable peace and the
position of the Jews in it. Cohen realistically knew
that "when the Buropean war ends, Hitler's war against
the Jews 18 not likely to be terminated. And in eny
case, acute problems of relief and migration will face
us, for which preparatory studles must be Instituted
now, "

This work turned out to be more than the Con=-
ference bargained for. Egut, Cohen writes,

"lie were gratified when other organizations,
better financed, notably the American Jewish
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Committee, came to our aid and set up the Research
Institute on Peace and Post-War Problems on a
solid basls -- even though thls meant abandon=-
ing my hope that our institute could function

as an autonomous nonpartisan agency equally

serviceable to all of the established Jewish

organizations,"99

It was natural for the Committee to come to
the aid of the Conference and especially to make Cohen
cheirman of the Research Institute on Peace and Post-War
Problems in view of Cohen's firm record of non-Zionism,
It is plain, of course, that Cohen was not an overly
enthusiastic partisan of the Committee's and had no
investment in it elither emotional or material, Neverthe-
less, the fact that he, the product of the East Europesan
irmigration, could ultimately find much in common with
ths German-dominated organization, where_as the Germsn-
born Kallen and Lew!sohn were drawn to the East European
dominated Congress presents a basis for some interesting
speculation concerning the rejection of backgrounds as a
factor in the development of the intellectuals,

Cohen was often attacked with the charge of
negativism, He seems himself to have taken no smal’
pride in referring to himself as "a stray dog among the
philosophers.” His gulding principle was that all prob=-
lems and situations are resolbable into balancing or
ooposing elements (Polarity). The csuse of all bad think=-
ing is the stressing of one of these more than the other

in the relationship. "The ooposite of a false view may

be every whit as false." Thus he rejected categorically



121,

the possibility that any one philosophy could have the
exclusive truth. Claims to truth, he felt, made by any
philosophy no matter how benevolent at the outset could
only result in totalitarianism if accepted, aside from

the fact that such claims could never be supported by
evidence, And so Cohen himself spurned the role of system
builder. And remain the sharp critic of all systems,

Another term he loved to apply to himself for
the very same reason was "the Devil's Advocate," and as
such he fopthrightly exposed the faults of everything
and everyone who cuame within his view -- including his
deerest friends among them W!lliam Jemes and Justice
Holmes,

But nis ability to get to the heart of matters
with “een criticism should not leave us with the impression
that he was above the people anqhovemants he eriticized
and unaffected by them. We have clearly seen that thls
13 not so, (certar;x?;ff}: t;wo men just mentioned for
example) end his positive labors, theoretical though they
were, in the pursuit of the liberal prineciple showed his
cennection and concern with the common life to be
hunsnse,:{:ha least proof for whichwas his devoted per=

formance in the field of Jewlsh affalrs,
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