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Digeat 

'lh• DeYelopment ot &merican Jewiah Thought in th• 
Twentieth CentU1"7 aa Retleoted in the Wl-itinga ot 

Horace •. Kallen, Ludwig Lewiaobn, and Korrie Raphael Cohen 

American writing waa not 'b7Pa••ed b7 the unbe

lieYable aooial and technical deYelopment• ot the late 

nineteenth and twentieth centuri••· A. reYolutian was 1n 

the making in American letter• •1th the adYent ot the 

machine age. 

Oocup71ng a not inaigniticant place in the gal&XJ 

ot literary luainari•• in thia count17 ••re tm Jewiah 

writers. llan7 ot th-. ot oourae, aaeillilatecl totall.7 

to American t:m.... But ••en tho•• who continued to 

oocuPJ theaeel•e• witb Jewiah th• .. • were attected UDlide

takabl7 bJ the torcea that shaped the course ot American 

literature. 

Horace Kallen, Ludwig Lewiaohn and llorria 

Raphael Cohen grew and wrote in the .... generation, 

and each of the trio can quite accuratel7 be deaignat;ed 

bJ the la bel, Wrican .le•i!h Writer. 

It haa been the aia ot thl• theaia to ahow the 

relatedness ot th••• three to tb8 Wrican llllleu an4 

thua ulti-tel7 to each other. But lt wouW be a alatake 

to take thi• aa a sign or totall7 pre-tet;el"dned. 11Dltormlt7• 

Bach pereonalit7 waa capable ot producing mlqm pertor

JlllUlCea within a certain framework. It haa been tm under-



standing of that framework which has been our main concern. 

The characteristically American philosophy ot 

pragmat1am gave rise among other th1nga to a pre-occupa

tion among the intellectuals with social oond1t1one. One 

ot the mos t important succeases of pragmat1•m was lta 

cullU.na t i on in the •aoc i ologioal Jurisprudence• movement. 

So we have taking shape in the f irst decades of t he 

t wentieth century a liberal intellectual movement pre

occupied with social Ju• t ice, and creat ing a literature 

of soc ial cr1t1c1am. 

It was not unexpected t nat t he doctr i nes of Karl 

Marx should have attained popular ity •1th this movement 

i n its earl y years. And the coupling of Marxism with 

pragma t ism waa bound to manifes t itself in a rejection of 

religi ous i nstitutions. 

Kallen, Lewlsohn, and Cohen fi t i nto thi s pattern 

• 1th tew reserva t i ons d uring the early years. 

But these wri t ers unl i ke their Genti l e con~em

porariea, were bound up with ci additional factor, the 

is sue of t heir Jewishness. And we find that i n applying 

themselves to thu problems posed by thi s is sue , they 

appropriated t ypically American tren~s of thinking and 

synt hesized a new cr eative J ewish l i terature. 

Kal l en•s appr oach to the AmericRo scene as well 

as to J udaism has remained throughout a thoroughly con

sistent praf"lll.8tic one. Le~lsohn 's early writi ngs ident ify 



him as belonging to the liberal school of intellectuals. 

By the thirties a total reaction had set in but even 

then Lewisohn, by his own intentional admission identi

fied himself with the American bourgeois and a recogni~•

bly American bourgeois movement i.e. the native reaction 

to reason and science, often referred to as neo-Drthodoxy. 

Cohen's identification with the liberal intellec

tual group would be sec ure if only as a result of bis 

efforts in behalf of the •sociological jurisprudence" 

movement . His preoccupation with the liberal interpreta

tion of Americanism as based on his critical scientific 

method and as applied to specifically American Jewish 

problems cements hie position as an American-Jewish writer. 

The work of all three, then, in short tends to 

support the pr oposition that American Jewish intellec

t ualism cons i sts in great measure of t he appli cation of 

typical American thought patterns to the problems of 

J ewish moderni t y and is unintelligible wi t hout an under

s t anding of the American intellectual climate. 



Table ot Contents 

page 

Introduction 1 

Chapter I 

The Backgrounds of Modern American 
Thought l 

Chapter II 

Horace Meyer Kallen 

Chapter III 

Ludwig Lewisohn 

Chapter IV 

Morris Raphael Cohen 

Footnotes 

Bibliogr aphy 

.38 

70 

103 

1 22 

128 



Introduction 

Whether because or the onslaught of national 

maturity with i t s tendency toward reflection or the spread 

of national insecurity with lts tendency toward ch auvinism, 

a huge a~ount of writing has been produced in recent years, 

focusing on the development of the American intellect 

and t he contributions of America and Americans to modern 

t 110utlht. 

As it ha ppens , a not i nconsequential part has 

been pl ayed by Jews 1n the development of the American 

intellect -- the catalogue is quite large. The serious 

secular h i s t oriogra pher however has u sually b een int er

ested only l n the liter arlly assimila ted Jew, writing 

on non- sectarian Ameri can themes. And t hi s ls under

s tandable, since , after all , he must place the accent 

on the adjective i n the ter m "American intellect," and 

it may woll be argued from hi e poin t of view tha t Jews 

occupying themselves with predomi nantly Jewl sh theme s , 

are not in the ma in stream of distinctive l y American 

t hought. 

But t he fact t hat i t may be poss ible to under

s tand Ameri can t hought without a consideration of Jewish

oriented writing, does no t mean that therefore there i s 

no r ela tionship between the two . It is, in fact, the 

ma.jor c ontention of the present thesis that Jewish writing 



is 11111eneel7 dependent on and demonstrative of the forces 

at work ln the American intellectual scene as a whole. 

Indeed, the Jewish writers (and from now on I use this 

term with r~terence to the nature of subject mate r i al) 

are unintelligible without an understanding or these 

forces , and this is not to i mply that slavish imitation 

was necessarily tbeir major preoccupation. Their ability 

to synthesize moder nity with eternal Jewish problems was 

very often creative in the highest tradition of Jewish 

t hinking 1n the traditions of Lta.imonides and ~endelssohn. 

To those who have been brough t up in the school 

of Jewish bero- worahip this will be a b low . To those • ho 

believe in ~be divine ori gin and d is t i nctive origi nal ity 

of all Jewi sh ideas lt will be equally bard t o bear . 

But the s t ory of Amer ican Jewish intellectualism merely 

give s further support to the view that Jewish culture 

a lways bas ref lected the soci ~l and economic milieu 

in wh ich it has resided . 

In choosing this theme it was fel t , then, that 

in t he present flurry of American intellec~ 1ial evaluation 

a consideration of some Je~ ish i ntellectuals not commonly 

studied would no t be amiss. Three such individuals were 

arbitrarily cho sen on t he basis of t he1r prolificness , 

the wide r ange of their interests and thei r inte l l ectual 

and l iterar y powers . (The a pprobation aom1ttedly in-

il 



tended tn the above statement does not i nfer t :iat no 

attempt at cri ticism will be made. On the contrary, 

s ince American Jewry depends on the intell ectual leader

s h i p or men such as these it is or gr eat i mportance to 

aee • herein their 11m1 t ationa ha•e exi sted.) 

Four chapta' a comprise this thesis. The open

ing chapter is intended to survey as briefly, yet as 

r e lavantly a s possible, the general American s ocial and 

intellectual scene as far back as the mi ddle of the 

nineteent h century , ln order to establish a frame of 

reference into which the de tai ls of the activity of the 

Jewl 3h intellec tuals will fall and become meaningful 

~ithout r epe tit ion. This f irst chapter will then be 

f ollowed by three chapters, one each on Horace M. Kallen 

( 1882- ) , Ludwi g Lewisohn (1882- ), and ldorrls 

Raphael Cohen (1880-1947), in that order for no partic

ular reason. 

At the outset it must be pointed out that due 

to the i mmense output of the individuals under considera

ti on , it is impossible t o inc l ude i n the s p~ce of a work 

of this nature every utterance on a given subject. The 

a i mA of this theeis will ,be to illumine typically consis

tent patt erns by selec ted incisive document ation rather 

than by the heapi ng up of mass documentation. 

iii 



CHA.Prim I 

Th! Backgrounda ot Modtrn Am!r1can Thought 

Probabl7 the moat influential or the many varieties 

or opinion that atreamed into nineteenth century America 

rrom Europe waa the theaia or Evolution, popularly 

ascribed to Darwi n aa a result or his Origin or the 

Species in 18$9. The idea was, however, no sudden dis

covery -- it waa long in the proceaa or formulation. 

As a result of the forces or the Enlightenment of the 

seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, philosopher• had 

popularized the idea or t he gradual, continuous progress 

or soc iety and had even specified the varioua stages of 

development. With the r iae or modern science, the not i on 

of development becam1 inescapable as the various branches 

auch as botany, geology, e tc . began to !louriah. 

Darwin's work merely crowned the labors that had been 

transforming all phases or natural science for many 

decades. The implications or Darwinism werr ruinous for 

many or the traditional frames of thought and quite timely 

ror certain ne• frames of thought. "Divine will" waa 

superseded by "natural causes• -- the struggle fer 

exi s tence, adaptation to environment, and the survival or 

t he f ittest. "Social evolutionists ••••••••• reduced men's 

ideas and institu tions to mere evolutionary products, 

. still imperfect, but destined to evolve toward perfection. 
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•Soc ial Darwinis t s• applied the ideas or the survival 

or the fittest in crude jungle style to t he j ustif ication 

ot acquiring empire trom 'backward nations' or to the 

detenae or econom.1c monopol1 over less efficient business 

rivals. As tor the evolutionary 'law or progress', 

Americana had long felt encoura ged by their material 

succeaaea to believe that progress l a 1nevitable.•1 

Man1 Americana joined t he ranks of t he Darwinists 

but t he one whose ettorta in t he cau.ae waa destined to 

have the most profound effect on American thought waa 

William J ames. In 1668 William Jamee bad written to 

his brother Henry: 

"The more I think ot Darwin's ideas the 
more weight7 do they appear to me, though 
or course my opinion is worth very little 
atill, I believe that that scoundrel Agaesis 
ie unworthy either intel lectually or moral l7 
for h im t.o wipe his shoea on, and I find a 
certain pleasure in yielding t o the reeling.•2 

James•a Darwin i sm i s embodied in his f r ui tful 

psychological wo rk but most important it l ed him ultimately 

to the doctrine or Pragmatism. Much had been done earlier 

on thi s idea by Charles S. Peirce who wrote that in order 

to clarity ideas it was necessary t o show their conse

quences 1n action. From thi s James t ook hia point ot 

de parture. 

"A pragmati st turns b i s back resolutely and 
once f or all upon a l o t of inveterate bab{ts dear 
t o professi onal philosophies . Be t U"l'ls away from 
abstrac t i ons and insufflcie11&7, trom verbal 
solutions, from bad~ prior i reas ons, from fixed 
principles, closed systems , and pr etended absolutes 
and orig1na •••• You mus t bring out ot each word 
its practical cash-values, set it at work within the 



atreaa ot 7our experience.•) 

James' pragmAtiam enabled him to entertain a 

hospitable viewpoint toward religion aa a value for concrete 

experience, and thh attitude la expressed i .n the ramoua 

Varietiea ot Relisioua Bxperlence {Longmana , Green and 

Compan,., 1902) 

To determine to what extent Jamee• pragmatic thinking 

waa encouraged b1 the connerclal materialism or the age 

which admittedl7 1dent1f1ed aucceaa with virtue, would be 

qu1t6 difficult, and would doubtless lead to point leaa 

contention. It can only be said that 1t is not be1ond 

the realm of poaaibilitJ that at someti .. in the course 

or the titanic inner struggle leading up to his pragma-

tism, Jamee wae tempted t o graap on to something whose 

stability and truatworthlness were visible, and nothing 

wae more comtortingl7 visible 1n tbe "Gilded Age" 1n 

America t han the blessings of the pros perous , than the 

well-being of the man who succeeded. It must be quickl1 

added however that James himself had no love for the 

vulgarizers or Pragmatism •ho held an idea to be true 

merely tr i t worked f or an individual and nothing more. 

Jamee himaelt had much more than this in mind -- as a 

Darwinist, be believed that ideas must meet the selective 

test of their environment t o survive, but he was too 

s cientifi c and ethical a person to allow t .. is teJt to 

be anything but rigorous. 



But while speculation as to the indebtedness 

of Jam&s•s own development t.o the material aapecta ot 

Aaer1can lite ma7 not 71eld great fruit, it can be 

1afel7 sa i d that having elaborated the idea it became 

1nt1Aatel7 bound up with them, indeed, it would have 

been diff icult to bit even 1ntentionall7 upon a pb1101oph7 

more ideally suited to the needs and character ot 

American li~e as it expanded from the Gilded 4ge to the 

Machine Ag~ (that it permeated American thought 1s well 

documented, its 1apreaa on American Jewish writing will 

be clearly demonstrated in the present work). 

Jamee found a wort117 co-worker and successor in 

John Dewey •hose ph1losoph7 and new pedagogJ were gaining 

the day at the University ot Chicago at the turn of the 

century. Dewey like Jamee had moved from Bmeraonian 

idealism towards empiricism 1thich emphasized experience as 

the sole realit7. Affected deepl7 by the Darwini1t revolu-

tion in philosophy, Dewey rejected philosophy as an inquiry after 

absolute origins and f lnali ties but accepted 1 t rather 

as the means for exploring specific values and the 

s pecific conditions which generate t hem. Like James he 

was a "voluntarist", believing in tbe power of the human 

intelligence to remake lllllln'a environment and hence in bis 

abilit7 t o escape wholl7 determini s tic influences. Unlike 

James who remained a social cons ervative De,.•ey attempted 

the practical application of his philo sophy to life and 

devoted bimaelf to social causes. 
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Also unlike .James, Dewe7 bar bored no triendlJ 

teellngs toward religion. He could accept the beneficent 

etrecta or the religloua attitude but 1naiated on differ

entiating between "Rellg1on• and the "Religious• and 

inveighed againat the tormer with ita " ••• doctrinal 

apparatus (which) it ia incumbent upon 'believers' ••••• 

to accept.• And their insistence "that th.ere is s pecial 

and isolated channel ot access to the truths t he7 hold."4 

Dewe7 was given to speaking harshl7 of religion and could 

only foresee ita downfall. 

Dewe7 influenced American educational theory more 

deeply than any other man with hls child-centered curriculum 

streaslng "learning by doing" and the democratic pr1nc1ple 

or cooperation rather than the traditional aristocratic 

principle of promoting the exceptional child and the 

compe t itive individual. 

Two more names must be inserted at t h is point, 

before considering the ramifications of Pragmatism in 

the broad reaches or American lite. 

First ls the name of Karl Marx. Americans were 

firs t introduced to Marx when Horace Greeley ln the 1840' s 

vowed h imself a socialist and opened the columns or his 

Tribune t o him. Already in the middle period of Ameri can -
history men of Greeley's mental power and political stand

ing were drawn to the socialistic phi l osoph_ -- it was 

no longer just toe sub ject or discourse f or obscure circles 

of wo r king peopl e . Only the civil war and the free land 
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opened to labor by the Homestead Act were able to check 

the strong radical drift in this country. 

At an7 rate, thia once obscure contribu~ to 

the Tribune was destined to become the philosopher of the 

moat formidable working claaa movement in the hiatorJ ot 

the world. In 1847 Marx in collaboration with hi • friend, 

Frederick Bngels, iasued the challenge ot the Comnuniat 

Manifesto to the ruling clasaea of the world: "Workingmen 

of all la.nds, unitel You have nothing to lose but 7our 

cha1nal" 

With.1n a short time the Manifesto crossed the 

Atlantic. A socialist paper, Die Republik der Arbeiter 

was founded in 1850 by William Weitling, and ln the same year 

a socialist gymnastic society was organized in Mew York. 

Radical sentiment reached tearful enough proportions , 

despite the meager numbers of actual socialists , to become 

' µ an object of the crusade which the lmow-nothing party 

carried on against aliens, atheism, and anarchy. 

It had certainly seeped through to some of the 

moat unexpected places in American plaeee lu '9erlellll 

t hought. Radical farmers of native American stock for 

example were, all through this period, engaged in a class 

enterprise of their own which waa certainly t inged with 

socialist t heories. By 1884 no less a person than James 

Russell Lowell was of the opinion that socialism means 
8 the practical a pplication of Chris t 'anity to life and has 



in it the secret ot an orderl1 and benign reconatruction."5 

B7 the end or the nineteenth century the influence or socialism 

on the AJDerican scene, especially the intel lectual acene 

waa not to be ignored. 

The second name to be inaerted at thie point i• 

t hat or Sigmund Freud. Freud first visited America in 

1909. President O. Stanley Hall of Clark University, 

another ardent disciple or J•mee had invited Freud to 

give a series of lectures , and in these lectures he set 

f orth his theories concerning the censorship or the "ego" 

in repressing the basic drives or the "id" especially in 

the area or sex, and the techniques or f ree association and 

dream interpret ation in obtaining entry into the subcon-

3Ci oua level or existence. Prom 1910 on, books on Freud 

appeared by the s core and the popularization as well as 

the vulgarization or h is ideas was assured. It provided 

t he ingredients on the one hand for the cults or irration

ality and human animality and on t he other hand for the 

benef icent ment&l hy8'1ne movement. 

Returning no• to our consideration of praf"lDatism 

we rtnd that one of i t s most striking successes was the 

:-evolution it brought about in the field or jurisprudence. 

Thi s field, heavily handicapped by the load of profession

alism carried on its back,lagged as a science. 

"Like tbeolog7, with which it was l ong 
as s ocia t ed in Wes t e rn Europe, civil law, its 
vig1lent guardians averred, was e mysterious 
substance dis covered in the realm or abs t ract 
justice by adepts at t he busi ness . The mastery 
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ot the subject waa to be attained mainlJ by 
a st~)>t the wo rds of lawgi•era. On such 
verbal nutriment, generations or practising 
attorne7a were brought to maturity and convic
tion, and, as long a1 theJ were abls to keep 
their domain isolated from the inquiries of the 
profane, their authoritf was aecure. 

•But under the all-penetrating aearchl1gbt of 
modern science it waa impoasible to maintain 
the cabaliat1e apell, especially a161aw no• had 
to cliab down to the mark• t place.• 

When del1Yering a dissenting opinion on the 

val1d1t1 of a labor statute in 1907 Juat1ce Holmes of the 

Rupreme Court who became the ahtning llgbt of the nn 

school or jurisprudence wryly remarked, •this case la 

decided upon an economic theory which a large part or the 

cowitry doea not entertain ••• General propositions do not 

decide concrete cases. The decision will depend on a judg

ment or intuition more subtle th.an an1 articulate major 

premise. "7 

Thus did it graduall1 become apparent that the 

l aw was merely a form of social and economic expression, 

ever chang1ng, ever-adapting to the p~cesses of society. 

A new faith began to flourish known as "sociological 

jurisprudence" under •hose terma it became fitting for 

student• to inquire i nto t•• economic and psy~hological 

110tivea of those who made and interpreted the law. To 

this school of though~ the pragmatic test to determine 

t_:uth and justice was far more important t 'ian the tradi

t ion of the law•s certainty -- and •1th the spreading of 

this idea, pragmatism had scored another great victory. 



In t he field ot literature the impact ot the 

Darwinistic aciencea waa alao telt. The naturalistic 

novel had come to the fore already in the n ineties. llan 

waa studied tranklJ as mi animal motivated by hi• 

appe tite. The aexu&l lire or the subject waa fully PDr

tra7ed. Zola and Doatoe•akl laid the foundations ror 

this school in Burope and it waa not long before the 

Americans William Dean Howells and Stephen Crane were 

their ardent disciples. 

One or the greatest ot the literary naturalists 

was Theodore Dreiaer. He started out aa a newspaperman 

and later aa ao many or the naturalis tic novelists did,he 

drew much or hie materials from hie cont act wi th all 

level• or urban lite and from preas files themselves. 

Slater Carrie, h1a tlrst novel, was a remarkable studr, ._ 

displaying a conoern tor economic factor• in determining 

behavior,realiaa,and an utter frankness on sex which 

caused a good many years dela7 in distribution. Dreiser's 

Amer ican Tragedy (1925) continued the realis t ic approach 

and the concern with e conomic factors but showed a more 

sensitive psychological technique on a par with Dostoevsk1. 

As for W. D. Howell•' it mus t be noted t hat h is significance 

lies not only 1n his early espousal of the na turalistic 

caus e . For naturalism was not the loa~ characteri s tic of 

Howells• writing. Marxia~ad influenced hi~, too. He was 

drawn early into the struggle of labor against the 

plutocracy tha t accompanied the rise of t he national 
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labor movement in the second halt or the nineteenth 

centur7. He not onl1 made t hat conflict and ita ant1thea1a, 

the socialism or A Traveller from Altruria, an integral 

part or hia lit•r&r7 art, but he alao entered int.o the 

rorum or political lite to champion the lowly -- even to 

protest against the execution or the Chicago anarchist• 

when be knew hie protest would be unpopular •1th the vaat 

majorit1 or Americana. 

Th• confluence or these two stream• or thought, 

naturalism and soc ialism waa or course not w:iusual -- the 

f ormer devoting itself to such a great degree to the frank 

and sympathetic portra7al ot human suttering and the 

latter addreaaing ltselt to the alleviation or same. 

Bowell• thus waa not a lone f i gure. 

Bdward BellamJ tn Lgoking Backward combined the 

two, the ayntheaia waa also at the r oo t of the art of the 

gifted etor7teller of the Alaskan frontier, Jack London, 

though at times in moat contradictory terma , and the 

socialistic writings of Upton S 1ncla1r r ounded out the 

ranke of the leaders of the new dissident school or 

novellsta. 

Also experiencing a renaissance as a literar1 

form by the t urn of the centur1 was the medtum of the 

magazine. Thie was made possible in no s mal l measure 

b y techni cal advances in reproducin~ illust1 i t 1ons. With 

the development of cheap photo-engraving in the nineties, a 

revolutionary cut i n costs was effected. In 1893, Frank 
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Munsey announced that Munaex•a Magazine would sell at ten 

cents i nstead or twenty fiYe and others had to f ollow bis 

lead. 

In 1865 an Anglo-Irish immigrant, Bdw1n L. Godkin 

had rounded a journal of opinion known as The lation and 

established a national tradition tor independent, intell ec

t ual journalism. Godkin did not perceive the new social 

force a behind trade uniona aod. Populiam, and was un•·illing 

to propose an1th1ng more radical than free trade. Never

theless he nade Th• Batton a dominant force in the field 

ot literar7 and esthetie criticism. One of his chief 

successors on The Nation was the liberal Oswald Garrison 

Villard, whose connections began during Godki.n•s final 

years. With Villard began a reversal in social policy 

toward the dis si dence or the Howells-London-Sinclair school. 

BJ the 1900's the progressive movement in journalism 

waa well under way, going by the name of "muca-raking." This 

represented of course the spread of the attitude of social 

protest trom the novel. But it was also due in very large 

measure to the economic necessities brought by the tech

nical advances alluded to above. When the price of Munsex•a 

Magazine went down from t wenty-five cents to ten a new 

market was established made up of lower income readers 

if the other DBgazine s were to bold their ground in the 

race for circulation t b.dT not onl y had to dro~ their 

prices but also bad to cater to the social outl ook ot the 

• lower-inco~e groups . It was natural therefore that enter-
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prising magazine publishers like s. s. McClure, Hearst 

and others should eYentually turn to popular articles on 

the abuses or corporate monopolies ond urban politics. It 

waa in this metier that Lincoln Steffens attained tame, 

muck-raking the rottenneaa of urban politics in startling 

article• •bile mana ging editor ot McClure•a article• 

tha t were republished aa books in Th• Shame ot the Cities 

(1904) and The Struggle tor Selt Government (1906). It 

tc only necessary to mention tn passing that the ea.me 

forces were reflected in the f ield or newspaper writing 

where the names of Pulitzer and Hearst became aynonymoua 

with the New Journalism and the sensational press. 

We turn now from the field• of science, philosophy 

and art t o the realm of politics . The guiding light of the 

men who shaped nineteenth century American politics, the 

politics of annexation and expans1on, was a unique doc t rine 

known as Manifest Destiny . The pioneer farmers, so the 

argure nt ran, had rights to the so i l th.at were superior to those 

of backward nomadic peoples; also the Anglo-Sa.xon benefited man

kind by introducing ever.,....here democracy, civilization, 

and regeneration; besides geographJ determined the eventual 

annexa t i on of nearby undeveloped areas by powerful states; 

end above all, American expansion was not selfish in a 

co l onial sense anJWay , but offered equality to a l l peoples 

under the f l a r- . Such patriots as proclaimec the doctrine 

of Manifes t Destiny could pla inly seo that their nat_on had 

• ll glorious mission to spread the blessings o!' civil i zation 
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to ~ind and by 1865 they had evolved an entire library 

ot 1mperial1at wr i tings. 

In tbe 1880•s and 1890 '•, the extreme exponents 

of Kanitest Destiny became teverishly active. Buropean 

examples 1n imperialism 1n Asia and Africa ottered some 

1nsp1rat1on. Ba t 1onal1am, social Darwinism and racialism 

added tuel t o the fire. BJ this time, t oo, 1mper1al1sa 

was encouraged bJ the tact that the frontier was gone and by 

the a l leged need of outlets for the rapidl y growing cities 

and factories. But businessmen were still too absorbed 

bJ the hlgblJ prof itable domeat1c market to r i sk capit al 

upon uncertain overseas investments. Even by 1900, American in

vestments abroad did not exceed a half-billion dollars; 

but by 1914 the total was over three and a half billion 

and the United States Steel Corporation alone could 

boast or two hundred and sixty-eight agencies in over 

sixty nations . At the same time, this country moved from 

the col onial statue of a debtor nation t o t he world 

position ot a major cr ed i tor. 

With such exponents or "realis t ic• imperialism 

as Captain Alfred Thayer Mahan and his ardent admirers, 

no lea s peraonagea t han Theodore Roosevel t , J ohn Bay and 

Henry Cabot Lodge, not to mention t he outspoken Senator 

Albert J . Bever i dge of Indiana, leading the way, America 

embarked on an unmis takable pollc7 or expana10n1sm at 

the t urn of the century. 
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The greatest example or the application or this 

polic7 was the Spanish American war. 

When the Republ ican part1 returned to power in 

1879 they were committed to a national platform which "had 

declared 1n favor of using in.fluenoea and good offices to 

give peace and independence to Cuba and had taken note ot 

the tact that Spain waa unable to protect the propert7 of 

livea or resident American citizens, referring to economic 

interests which included more than fitty million in invested 

capital, sixteen million doltara worth or alleged 

damages done ••• •• to American citizens, and a trade 
~ 8 re'illti n.g approximatel7 a hundred millions annuall1." 

Through all of the difficult occurrences or l~ and 

1898 the government of 8 P•1n maintained a position which 

sought to avoid a war which it knew could ha9e but one 

end. When the Maine was sunk the Spanish government was 

more than solicitous 1n !ts attempts to do the proper 

thing in the circumstances. In April 1898 it assured 

McKinle7 that it was ready to suspend Hostilities, call a 

Cuban parliament and grant a generous local autonoDlJ, 

thua complying substantiall J with every demand t hat the 

president had made. But McKinley was beset by the war 

party calling for extreme measures, and the sentiment they 

stirred up overwhelmed him. The war•a outcome was a 

foregone conclusion, Cuba received !ta indepPncience and 

the United States received Porto Rico, an island 1n the 

Ladronea and authority over t he Philippines pending final 



settlement. Aa the Beards genially put it, •To suppose 

that the State and BaYy Departments or the United States were 

at t hat point unconacioua or the economic and strategic 

utility of t he Ph111ppinea, especially in view ot American 

operations in the Pac1t1c tor a century past, 1• to 

imagine that th•J were lacking 1n th• aophiatication 

commonly displayed by the Anglo-Saxon people on such 

occasiona.•9 

Thia 1• not to say that the entire country had 

become rabid with acute imperialism. The orientation ot 

the maaaea atill called tor discrimination and caution, but 
~ the influence of idp~alism could no longer be denied. 

At the opposite end or the political scale there 

existed a peace movement in America which was well organi 

zed aa far back aa the first half or the nineteenth 

century. Tbe Ci vil War had dealt it a severe blow but it 

gradually recovered,and after the Civil War took on a new 

orientation shifting away from the vague and mystical 

generRlities regardi ng the wickedness of war and embracing 

arbitration as a course or action. Vigorous English, 

French, and Scandinavian peace organizations cooperated 

with the revived 4.m&rican Peace Society in pressing for 

arbitration treaties, a league or nations, an international 

court and a reduction of armaments. These peacemakers had 

an influence in the successful arbitration by a Geneva 

Tribunal in 1872 of the Alabama clailD.8 of the United 

~tates f or damages sustained during the Civil War by 
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reason or Bngla.nd' • building of veaaela tor tbl Confederacy, 

as well aa in many other caaea. 

Iron1call1, the peak or pacifist activity c ... 

durlng the decade before World War I. In 1910 the World 

Peace Poundation waa established with a large endoW11ent 

t o spread throughout America information on international 

affairs. Andrew Carnegie whose ateel factories produced 

among other things naval armour plate built the Peace 

Palace at the Hague and provided a ten million dollar 

!'und 1n 1910 tor an educational agenc7 known as the Carnegie 

Bndow119nt tor International Peace, headed by President 

Nicholas Murray Butler ot Columbia. 

Active aa tbl serious literati or the pacifist 

movement at this time were the Bnglishman Horman Angell 

and William Jamee who published t he famous essay, "The 

Moral Bquivalent of War.• 

The United States entered World War I at the height 

of the peace movement and • 1t h a member of the American 

Peace Society 1n the Whi t e Houae. It i s beyond the scope 

of this chapter to attempt t o discus s the many factors that 

came 1nt.o play, political, economical, even philosophical 

to change Wilson from the man who b.ad little sympathy with 

ei ther aide, who had publicly called attention to the 

fact that "the objects which the statesmen or the belligerents 

on both sides have in mind in this war are v1rtuall1 the 

same, as a ta ted in general terma to their own people and 

to the world,lO to the Imn who called for the declaration 
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ot war against Germa.1l7 in April 1917. 

Once 1n the war, however, changes in the race or 

the American social pattern becallle apparent. The compul

siona or modern war led to a regime or •war socialism.• 

Industry was regimented under Bernard Baruch'• War Indus

tri es Board. Socialisation oTertook the comnunicationa 

induat17 as well aa the light and full industries. W.bor -
gained measurably 1n atatua aa a result or war needs. 

Negro migration to northern cities received new impetus 

giving new meaning to alum problems mid urban racial 

tensions. 

The problem or civil liberties was one of the most 

delicate brought out b y the war. Immediately arter the 

declaration of war, Wilson organized a committee on public 

information for t.be purpose of •selling the war to 

America,• and in turn f or deluging the world with American 

propaganda. Bever before in history had such a thorough 

campaign been organi~ed and i ta success in uniting a 

divided nation surpas sed expectation. By means of such 

patriotic themes aa Wolves of Kultur and The Beast of 

Berlin they were able to convince moa t Americana. But f or 

t hose who weren•t convinced the government dealt merciless

ly under drastic status. 

"In June 1917 Congres s passed the Bspi onage Act, 
laying heavy penalti es on all persons who inter
fered in any way with the effective mobiliza~1on 
of the mili tary and naval forces of the nation. 
Not content with the sweeping provisions of this law, 
the President asked and received from Congr e ss 
a s t i l l uor e severe measure, the Sed t t l on Act 
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of May 1918, a statute which in effect made 
an7 criticism or the Wilson adminis t ration 
illegal . Though this measure surpassed 1n 
violence the Sedition Law ot 1798, so hotl1 
denounced by Thomae Jot!eraon, it was enacted 
without d1rficult7. •l1 

Natural ly the great burden of work under the 

Espionage and Sedtt1on ~eta fell upon the Department of 

Justice which now became transformed 1nto a nation-wide 

SPJ system, w1.tb thousands or employees at its service 

not to mention an add! ttonal force of over two hundred 

thousand paranoid private citizena who fancied themselves 

detectives and enrolled with the Justice Department in the 

work or watching neighbors. 

?ass hysteria wa s beginning to catch on1 Ant1-

German demonstrations were widespread, and even the German 

language and Germ.an music became the victims of discrimina

tion in many circles. 

Mass hysteria was further nourished in the popular 

l oan drives which compelled everyone including recalc itrants 

to join. Ever 7 agency of social control from the church to 

theaters to industrial plants was mustered to add momentum 

to the drive. "All tne vociferous advert ising ntt. ~hods 

so characteristic of American business in general were 

mobill~ed to force each issue ' over the top.' Not a 

latent sentiment of loyalty, fear, love , or hate was l eft 

unstirred. I mmense post ers bearing the imprint of a 

bloody habd and carrying ~he legend, • the Hun, hi s Mark • .,,. .. 
Blot it out with Liberty Bonds,' were flungAthe hoardings 

to move one type of investor . Streamer & bearing the inscrip-
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tlon, •Aak hie Mother How Man1 Bonda You Should Buy,• 

appealed to another claaa.•12 

To make matters much worse, the sudden eruption 

ot Lenin and the Connunlat ReYolution in Russia added the 

violent ingredient ot a Red scare to the hysterical senti

ment. As a result doctrines or repression that bad been 

dormant since the era or the Allen and Sedition Acts in 

1798 were revived on both the federal and the state levels. 

Education in particular auttered because of the 

war. Profes sors were expelled from institutions or higher 

learning frequently on evidence that would not convict a 

notorious cut-purse in normal times, Columbia University 

leading orr in thla kind or purification. 

"It is very difficult to discharge professor• 
once employed," wrote A. Barton Hepburn, the 
banker philanthropist on !ta (Columbia's) board 
or trustees. "They make co91110n cause and bowl 
about academic freedom ••• •iJ 

Such was the temper of the lam when peace came 

at the end or 1918. 

-

One or the things ac complished by wartime nationalism 

was to cut short the progre3slve impulse toward soctal reform 

and send the country back in the direction of laissez-

faire indi vidualism. Now with the war over the reaction 

at home became even more pronounced. It was compoun•ded 

of a Red Scare,{in which the middle class applied the 

colored brush to a ll organized labor agitat ion re~ring 

tbe revolt of the working clasae~, chauvinism and raclal

i .sm. The postwar upsurge of communism 1n Europe had 
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caused widespread reaction &here within a short time or 

the end or the war, caua1ng nationalists in Ital1 and 

Germany to seek anti-communists insurance by organizing 

fascist parties. Even Bngland ultimately yielded to 

the panic and the Labour party was defeated at the end 

of 1924. 

In 4mer1ca, the year 1919 opened with a bewil

dering outbreak or strikes which the newspape~hastil1 

attributed to communist origin. Actually the cause tor 

labor's unrest were f ar more obvious -- the results of 

pos twar inf lation which increased the coat of living at 

the same time t hat overtime pay came to an end making it 

nar d for laborers to maintain living standards. 

Frederick Lewis Allen t ells us that: 

"Those were the da1a when column after column 
of t he front pages of the news pape rs s houted the 
news of strikes and anti-Bolshevist rto ta; when 
radicals shot down Armistice Day paraders 1n 
the streeta of Centralia, Washington, and in 
revenge the patriotic citizenry took out or the 
jail a member of the I.e.w. -- a white American , 
be it noted -- and lynched h tm by tying a rope 
around his neck and throwing b1m off a bridge; 
when properly elected members of the Assembly of 
New York S t ate were expell ed (and their con
stituents thereby disfranchi sed) simply ' ecs use 
they had been elected as members of the venerable 
Soc i a list Party; when a jury 1n Indiana t ook two 
minutes to acquit a man tor shooting and killing 
an alien because he had shouted , 'To hell with the 
United States•; and when the Vice-President of the 
nation ci ted as a dangerous manifestation of radi
calism in the women's colleges the fact that the girl 
debaters of Radcliffe had upheld the affirmative 
in an intercoll egiate debate on the surject: 
'Resolved, that the recognition of labor unions 
by employers ts essential t o successful collective 
bargaining.• It was an era of lewleas and disor
derly defense of law and order , or unconstitutional 



21. 

deten•• or the Constitution, or suspic ion and 
civil conflict --i.A.n a very literal sense, A 
r eign or terror.• 

or course ••• 

• ••• there was, t oo, a rag-tag-and bobtail 
collectj_qn or communists and anarcblata, many 
et whoa";former Socialiate, nearly all of them 
foreign-born, moat of them Russian, who talked 
or going still further, who took tbeir gospel 
direct trom Moacow and , presumably with the aid 
ot Russian f\U.lds, preached it aggressively among 
the alum and factor1-town population. 

"This latt er group or communists and anarchists 
constituted a ver7 narrow minority or the radical 
movement -- absurdly narrow when we consider all 
the to-do that was made about them. Late i .n 1919 
Professor Gordon S. Watkins or tbe University or 
Il11no1a, writing in the Atlantic Monthly, set 
the membership of the Soc ialist party at 39 , 000 
and ot the Communi s t La.bor part7 at from 10 ,000 
t o 30,000, and the Communist party at from 30,000 
to 60 , 000. In other words, according to thie 
estimate the Communists could muster at the moat 
bardlf more th.an one-tenth of one per cent of the 
adult popul a t i on or t he country; and the three 
parties together -- t he majority of whose member• 
were probably content to work fo r their ends by 
lawful means -- brought the proportion t o hardly more 
than two- ten t hs of one per cent, a rather slender 
nucleua, i t would eeem, for a revolutionary mass 
movemen t . 

"But the American business man was in no mood to 
consider whether it was a slender nucleus or not. 
He , t oo , had come out of the war with hi s f i ghting 
blood up, r eady to lick the nex~ thing that stood 
in his way. He wan ted to get back to bu~iness and 
enjoy his profits. Labor stood in his wa1 with a 
militant patriotism; and mingl i ng his idealistic 
with his selfish motives, after the manner of all 
men at all times , he developed a fervent belief 
that leO per cent Americanism and the Welfare or 
God's Own Count ry and Loyal t y to the Teachings ot 
the Poundl1ng Fathers implied the right of the business 
man t o ki ck the union organizer out or his work-
shop. He had come to distruat anythil'll and every
t hing that was fore ign, and this radi calism he saw 
as the spawn of long-haired slaTa and unwashed East
Slde Jews . And, finally, be had been nourished 
during the war years upon stor ies or tpies and 
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plotters and 1ntoroational intrigue. He had 
been convinced that German S111lPatb1&era signal8d 
to one another with lights from mountain-tops 
a.nd put ground glaas into surgical dress i ngs, and he 
had formed the habit ~r expecting tennis oourts 
to conce al gun-empl acement s. Bia credulity had 
thua been stretched until he waa quiDe read1 to 
believe that a struggle or 4merico.n laboring- men 
tor better wagea was the beginning or an armed 
r ebellion directed by Lenin and Trotsky, and that 
behind every innocent professor who taught t ha t 
ther~ were arguments ror as well as against 
socialism there was a bearded rascal from eastern 
Europe with a money ~ag in one hand and a s moking 
bomb in the other,~15 

This rear or course was fed just enough by occasional 

extreme i nc i dents such as the postal bombs wh ich could 

be attributed to radical s , to assure that no slackening 

in the intensity of the Red Scare would take place. 

Worst of all the strikes in the crit ical year of 

1919 was the Boston police strike. The police had a 

leg i t imate grievance -- their salary scale started at e l even 

hundred dollars out of whtch uniforms had to be bought, and 

~he i nflation ms.de e leven hundred dollars s eem very small 

at that . The city failed to r emedy the situation and at the 

same t i me refused to allow the police to organize a union 

or to strike. The police felt they were l eft with no 

other al t ernative so they left the city without protection. 

When this happened public opinion turned against the strik-

ing pol ice . Their s became a l ost cause and they were 

denounced from all quarters including the governor or 
Massachusetts , Calvin Coolige, whose polit ical ly e1tute 

rebuke to Samuel Gomp~rs " there is no right to strike 

against the public sarety by anybody, anywhere , anyt i me" 
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made him an overnight hero and paved the road to the White 

Hou8e in no small degree . 

The public reaction to tho great Steel Strike or 

1919 involving sevoral hWldred thousand steel workera in 

Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana and Illinoi s as well as the 

famed Sacco-Van&etti affair further deonmstrated the 

extent to which the roots or the Red Scare had implanted 

themaelvea. 

On the obverse side or the red-tinted coin was 
vv 

the f os tering of choAini am and intolerance . By 1920 the 

Klu Klmt Klan had grown from a few tboUBand to one hundred 

thousand and by 1924 it had reached an es timated two and 

a half million members. 

The "eugenics cult" an ii l legitimate offspring 

of scient1fic eugenics had cained momentum 1n the United 

States during the socond decade of the twentieth century, 

preaching that brand of racial i sm known as Aryan superior

ity or Nordicism. The Frenchman Gobineau had prepared 

the ground f or thi s wit h hls "racial- determinism" inter

pret ation of history . Super-patrio tism and "America 

First1sm" carried the attack against Negros , J ews , Roman 

Catholics and virtually all foreigner s of non- Nordic 

descent whose number s had been swelled by the huge lmmi• 

gra t i on from East Europe at the t urn or the century. 

The bitterly fough t over Immigration Act of 1924 with i ts 

sharp non- Aryan restrictions reflected the influence of 

.these movements on federal policy. Their influence on 



the civil life of the land was no less contentious. 

The new urban sett lement of Negroes caused a jostling 

•~th whites in residential d1atr1cts, street-cars and public 

places and in a hundred other ways to produce a situation 

never before encountered on a large scale in America. 

riacial.8J,lm s nd the fear or Bolshevism turned this new cir-

cumstance into the basis for conflict and rioting on a 

violent s ca l e. 

J ews , too, fell under the ~t\ap1c1on of a majority 

bent upon an undiluted Americanism. Henry • ord disclosed 

the menace of the •internat ional Jew• ln the forged 

Protocols of the Elders of Zion. 

"The Ford attack, absurd as it was, waa merely 
an exaggerated manifestation of a widespread 
anti -Semitism ••• Landlords grew less disposed 
t o rent to Je.,1s h tenants, and schools to admit 
Jewi sh boys and g irls, ••• Harvard College 
seriously debated limiting the number of Jewish 
s tudents ; and all over the country J ews felt that 
a barrier l1Jd fallen between them and the 
Gen ti les. ttlO 

On his 31xty-f1f t h birthday in August 1927 Rabbi 

D8 vid Philipson pessimistically stated: 

" ••• we seem to have gone backward . The condi
tions are not nearly ao bright today as they were 
when I entered professional lite f orty-four years 
ago."17 

or course Phili pson saw Zionism at the r oot of all 

t he Jews• troubles and it was mostly aga ins t this movement 

that he was inveighing. But despite bis inability to 

see beyond h! a pe t peeve . he was quite right in sensing 

that all was not well with the Jewish position in America 
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to the twenties. 

Jewish national defensive aoc tetles such as the 

Amer ican Jewish Committee (1906) and the Anti-Defamation 

League of B'na1 Brith (1913) had their hands full, and 

the American Jewish Congress (the second organization of 

that name) was called into being tn 1922 by those who felt 
~ . 
C.bf'TU. , , t 

t bat the s ituation still wasn't beingAcoped •1th. 

As a consequence or the needs of the war-1mpovor-

1shed Jewr~ of Eastern Europe the Joint Distribution 

Committee was organized to provide efficient relief. 

Another consequence of the war had been the Balfour Declara-

~ion of 1917 by which England col!ID1tted herself to a 

Palestinian homeland for the Jews. This alarmed the largely 

Germ.an Reformed movement but it ' ave new hope to American 

Zionists who despite early English and continental leader

ship were soon to become the most powerful segment of the 

~orld Zionist movement. 

Rac iali sm and the Red Scare did not monopolize 

all of the attention of Amer icans in the twenties . The 

worst of the Red Scare was over by 1921 a s a matter of 

fact, though racialism and intolerance retained tr~ir 

grasp throughout most or the decade. But taking place 

duri ng these same twenties was what Frederick Lewis Allen 

ca lls "the Revolut i on in Manners and Moralswl8 especial ly 

among the younger genera t ion . The f eminine half or this 

generation was raising the heml ine of its skirts, us ing 

cosmetics , smoklne cigaret tes, getting drunk and indulging 
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1n pet ting. The forces of morality were outraged and 

Reform groups rallied to the defense ot "womanly purity, the 

very f ountainhead of family and civil lite." 

A number or forvo& were working together and inter

acting upon one another to make this revolution inevitable. 

First of all there waa the wild abandon and devil-may-

care attitude rostered by the exigencies or the World 

War , fo llowed by post-war d isillusion. There was the new 

independence of the American woman •ho bad won suffrage 

in 1920, and who was being treed from household drudgery 

by new domestic inventions. 4nd perhaps the greatest 

influence was Freud. Sex became the central topic for the 

more-or-less educated public. Almost every human mo t ive 

was attributable to it and the first requirement of menta l 

health was t o 1-ve an uninhibited sex life. Interpreters 

and popularizers with varying degrees of guilelessness 

made it an assured prospect that the s pread of Freudian

iam would not be •i thout 1 ta harmt'ul effects. And the 

ef fects were not long in com.lng. Sex and confession 

magazines and lurid motion pi c tures crowded the news 

stands and theaters and their influence reached a class 

of readers and movie-goers who had never heard and never 

woul d hear of Freud and the libi do . 

The automobile and prohibition also played their 

. parts in bring i ng about the revolution in manners and 

morals. Al toge t her the power of these foreea was 

irresis t ible . 



Another reault of the revolution was the growth 

ot vulgarity and the negation of c1vll amenities. 

"Someda7,• wrote P. L. Allen, •perhaps the 
ten 7ears which followed the wa.r ma7 a~tl7 
be known aa the Decade ot Bad Manners. 19 

I1111enael7 s ignificant waa t he business expansion 

ot the twenties. WiUi the return to "normalc7• during 

t he Barding adm1n1atration the tide ot proaper1t7 began 

to gather -- even tho~ the Big Bull market was still 

in t he future. The war had impoveraiahed Burope and 

hardlJ damaged th• United States at all so that when 

peace came Americana found t hemselves the economic master s 

of t he world. With enormous resources in ftllter ials and 

in human energy and with a wide domestic market they were 

ready to take advantage of t he situation. They had de-

ve l oped rm.as pr oduction to a new point of effic i ency, 

had turned high pressure advert i sing into a science , and 

besides fe l t that the Republican administration was their 

a l ly. Thua the imaginative and daring strides taken by 

American business are not s urprising. 

A most striking characterization of the pros perity 

of the decade l s given in one short paragr aph by F. L. 

Allen: 

"Pick up one of t hoae graphs with which statis
ticians measure the economic ups and downs of 
tbe Post-war Decade. You wl.11 find that the 
line of business acti vity rises to a jagged peak 
in 1920, drops precipitously into a deeo valley 
in late 1920 and 1921, cl i mbs uncertain~y up
ward through 1922 t o another peak at the middle 
of 1923 , dips somewh at in 1924 (but not nearly 
so far as in 1921), rises again i n 1925 and 
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1926, dip• momentarily but slightly toward 
the end or 1927, and the n zigzags up to a 
perfect Bvereat ot prosperity in 1929 -
only t o plunge down at last i~to the bottom
less abyea or 1930 aNi 1931.• 0 

An analysis ot the causes for the plunge l a not 

wi thin t he scope of t h i s consideration t hat can be 

lett to a purely economic treatise on t he twenties . I~ 

i s relevant to our theme only to state that during these 

yea re 

•The business man was, as Stuart Chase put it, 
'the dictator ot our des t inies,• ousting ' the 
etateeman, the priest, the ph ilosopher, ae 
the creator ot standards or e thics and behaviot- 1 

and becoming 'the f i nal au t hority on the conduct 
of Amer ican socie t y.'"21 

The venerati on whi ch business received elevated i t 

to t he position of national r e l igion. To b e called a 

good busi ness man wa s to be paid the highest compliment . 

Indeed i t was Bruce Barton's contontion that Jesus was a 

gr ea t exe cutive havi ng f or ged t wel ve wiknown men i nto an 

organ ization t hat conquered t he worl d . In fact , he was 

" t ho f ounder of modern business ." The as socia t i on of 

bus iness with r eliei on in a l l quarters was indeed 

phenomenal. 

As for rel i gion i t self during this decade , al

t~ough thero are no spec i fi c figures on church a t tendanc e , 

the f eeling was Widespread tha t r el igion was losing 

gr ound. The spiritua l l oss was ascribed to many source s : 

the general let- down in mora~ ener gy Which foll owed the 

war; the pros perity t hat put the automobi l e at the head 
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of the valuoa of life; t he popularity of Sunday golf ; 

and the di sapproval 1n some quarters of political l obb7 

end Klan participation by some churches. None of these 

c auses however were nearly as potent as was science in 

tts effect upon the churches. The pr estige of science 

during this era was i mmense. Men and women were ready 

t o believe that science could accomplish a l most anything 

and t he pres~ea •ere deluging them with scien tific informa

tion and theory. Outlines of knowledge poured from print

ing houses, newspapers were devot ing front pages spaces to 

the latest discoveries as well as feature spa ce to 

pupularizers such as Wiggam. Millions were being intro

duced to evol ution for the f i rs t time now. 

Anthropology h6l ped de - glamorize r el i gi ous teach

ings nearly as much as evolution . And reigning over all 

the sciences aa king was ps ychology. 

So powerful was the effect of sc ientific ideas 

toat the Protestant churches of ~erica were broken into 

two warr i ng camps : Modernists vs. Fundamenta lists. The 

Fundamentalists ~ho began to ca l l themselves by this 

name in 1921, went t o the extreme right in their reaction 

against science declaring belief in the letter of the 

Bible, whi le the Modernists tried hard to reconcile their 

bel iefs with scientific thought. The tide of t he times 

seemed to be rWL~ing against the Fundamentali s t s but 

~hey were numerous (and would continue to be s o, for ~hat 

t hey had t o offer was or recurring value iv great segments 
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ot the population) and so t hey f ought s t renuously. The 

famous Scopes tri al in Oayt.o n , Tennessee in 1925 on the 

i ssue of teachi ng evolution in the schools was the most 

colorful manifestation or t h is clash. Science was to

cus1ng a strong s potlight on religion and wherever the 

latter waa not total l7 blinded it was at least undergoing 

great discomfort 1n adjusting to the glar~. 

The Post- War reac tion or the Ame rican middle 

c las s which had resulted in the Red Scare, racialism, 

vulgari t y, and the deification ot busines s brought about 

a reac tion of ita own, this one on the part ot t he 

intellectuals . Tho1r full d isenchantment •1th the Peace 

of Versailles was expressed 1n such novels as Three 

Soldiers by John Dos Passos and The Bnormoua Room by 

E. R. Cwmnings. Their disgust f or the cultural poverty, 

the mass prejudices and the smugness of small town life 

as well as for the immoral standards of the "business" 

orientati on was bi tingly de , rnons t rated by Sinclair Lewis 

in Main S t ree t and Babbit . The most energetic of the 

intellectuals was H. L. Mencken whose name became synony

mous with "~he revolt of t he highbrows.• Walter Li ppman 

call ed him " the moat powerful personal influence on t his 

whole generati on of educa t ed people." A tremendous indi 

vidual ist, Mencken indulged in t he narcissi•• and snobblsm 

that became a trademark or t he h i ghbr ows t o an exc ,ss1ve 

degr ee , de riving great s a ti sf ac t ion from r idiculi ng t he 

"homo boo bl ens" and the "mob" and citing resu.l t a of the 
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mental teats g iven recruit• during ~he war to prove the 

inherent inferiority of tho plain people. One of the 

great campaigns he carried on in his American Mercury 

was the war against the enforcement or propriet7 whether 

by cenaorabip or prohibition and against "Puritanism" 

wntch term for Mencken included almost all kinda of 

personal inhibitions. ~ there was never a shortage or 

r ecruits in the waging or this war. Intell ectuals by the 

score rall ied to the ranks, and other periodicals such aa 

The Nation and the New Republic (191.4) kept the cause 

alive as well. 

While Mencken was enjoying his battle there was a 

considerable group of his intel lectual confreres who while 

preoccupied with the saine rejection were f tnding their l o t 

a de pressing one . These were the members of the group or 

literary expatriates, living self-exiled i n Euro pe during 

the twenties to wbome Gertrude Stein appl ied the e p ithet 

"The Lo8t Generation." To these men, among them Ernest 

Hemingway, John Dos Paasoa, P. Scott Fitzgerald and T. s. 
Eliot, disillusionment had hecome so intense ~hat they 

felt they could no longer endure soc iety; life 'l&d lost 

all purpose and diruction. ~ll the grand certainties of 

the optimistic liberals were gone. 

"Their enthusiasm for a just social order had 
waned and in its place rame an intense preoccupa
tion with self i~ther than with the common good. 
Soc ie t y was past redemption and no group was as 
important as the individual . The men of the Lost 
Gener ation, like Narcissus of the Greek legend, 

22 were absorbed in contempla t ing their own image . " 
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But deapite the futility felt bJ writers and 

artiata themselves the decade which had produced such 

creative figurea aa Bugene O'Neill, John Dewey, T. s. 
Bliot, Theodore Dreiaer and Sinclair Lewie could hardly 

be l ooked upon as a futile one. 
d In October and NovemberA1929 came the crash. 

Busineas declined at an alarming pace and by 1932 the na

t i onal income had falle n below that of 1912 when the popu

lation was leas by thirty million people. Unemployment 

reached staggering proportions and communists and fascis t • 

weren't the only one• declaiming about t he doom of capital

ism. People began to look frantically to t he Pederal 

government for help but the Republican administration 

failed t o produce any n ew or imaginative a pproach and so was 

voted out or ottice to make way tor the New Deal. 

The Be• Deal, although one of its effects was to 

el evate labor to a position of unprecedented power, was 

at the out set essentially concerned with getting business 

back on its feet. Franklin D. Roosevelt reiterated con-

s tantly that hie purpose was to preserve capi ta lism. Busi

ne ss was consul ted i n the wr it ing of the NRA i n 1933 . 

Dominant corporati ons wrote t he " codes" that fixed prices 

int ended to stabili ze business. In effect, inmunity 

from anti-trust laws was conferred upon these firma. 

But as the NRA t urned out, the unions were the onva tba~ 

pr ofited f r om toe key Section 7A ef f ec tively guaranteeing 

coll~ct1ve barga ining free from employer intimidation. 
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Thereafter the power of labor swelled to such proporti ons 

t hat employers foWld li ttle that was good in the New Deal. 

The depreaston and the lew Deal phlloaophy or 

social planning eventually focueed great intereat on the 

consumer rather than upon the competitive businessman. 

There came a demand for more consumer protection through 

l egislation. The federal government issued a Conaumer•a 

Gulde and private groups published Conaumer•a Re1earch and 

Ccnaumer • a Ullion pamphlets . &conomiata gave college 

courses on coaaWMr education while women'• cluba sponsored 

lec tures on the aubject. 

Meanwhile ~erican domest3c lite was suffering 

the greatest shock 1n ita history. Divorce, desertion, 

a gener al breakdo.i of morals, s uicide, ch ild labor --

all increased and Federal Aid was only partially able to 

combat the si tuation. The school was an easy vlctlm of the 

depression. Tea chers had to be d ischarged, c lassrooms 

were overcrowded and terms shortened. Federal ald waa 

applied but the census of 1940 snowed that ten million 

adults had so lit tle educat i on as to be practically illiter

ate and that three million children were still not at t end

ing school a t all . 

During the early years of the depreaa1on,newspaper 

cubscriptlons dropped sharply. Newspaper bankruptricie~ 

brought about a period of mergers and coneolida tio . with 

the result that a s i ngle holding company dominated by 

bankers might own competing papers in the same city. The 
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ever more conservative in outlook reflecting the rtnan

c1al pressures that bore upon them. The overwhelming 

majorit7 or American newspapers were anti-New Deal 

throughout all of Franklin Roosevelt's 1ncumbenc7. 

The radio which, more than an7 other new devel

opment with the exception of the automobile had revolu

tionized the mores of twenties , waa a common commodit7 

by the mid-thirties . And it too showed a good deal or 

conserva t ism-.. due to its advertia1ng aponsorahip and 

corpora te ownership. 

The depression drove awa7 about a third or the 

usual motion pi cture audiences. Hollywood waa forced to 

f ight f or its life on the foreign market aa well aa the 

domes t ic. To avoid giving offense the industry did away 

with the soci al U1esaage for all intents and purposes and 

concentrated on lus t , violence and penthouses. TtMsa 

raised a s torm of ~est in certain quarters g iving rise 

t o such organizations aa the Catholic Legion of Decency. 

Hollywood tearful l y hastened to correct matters, setting 

up its 0 '"1 inter11al censorship office. By the end of 

the thirties prosperity was returning to Hollywood. 

Though the industry was basically conservative in Social 

outlook, it• leaders appeared for more fr iendly to the 

New Deal than did the press and the rad i o and it was 

possible to produce an occasi onal picture of social 

protest suob as John Ste• nbeck ' s The Grapes of Wrath. 



35. 

The t heater suffered aeverely during the early 

years of depression but it too began to r ecover by t he 

end of the decade. Quite unlike the theater of the 1920 's, 

the Broadway of this decade seemed more willing to experi

ment with themea of social protest , anti- fnsc ism, e.nd 

contro• ersial philosophic ideas. Among the leftist themes 

~ere thos e of Clifford Odets • early plays , especially Wai ting 

for Letty and Awake and Sing. 

A heightened social consciousnes s began t o t a ke 

hold among writers or the first rank under the pr essure 

ot s oc i al crisis. The l ead ing critical magazines, such 

as The Uation and the New Republic, t urned f rom their 

Puritan- baiting to them.es of social significance . For the 

r oar of communis t and fascist propaganda (wishfully) blar

ing the swan song of democracy had r isen to maddening 

proportions during t he depr esnion years. Some rea c tion 

he d t o result . The Karxist line , par t icularly the economic 

1nter pr e tation of society, seemed convincing du ring the c~rJ~ 

t h irties to a great number of t he intellectuals -- even 

to Hemin'"'Way &nd Dos Passos, and , to some extent to James T. 

Farrell and J ohn Steinbeck. In Hemingway and Dos Pass os 

espec ially t hi s marked a shRrp reversa l of for m -- they 

had been among t he mos t socially disinter e sted members of 

t he Lost Generation. 

It bas often been asserted that Bitl er di( as 

much to sna p the country out of the depr es s ion a s d i d the 

New Deal. ~he ther this be t rue or not, it is quite 
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apparent that he did play a primary role in snapping 

Americans out of the modes of tbln.k1ng engendered by 

the crash and the early years of depression. At the 

height or the New Deal era of social exper11'18ntation 

for instance, philosophy seemed more tightly bound by 

the teachings of pragmatism, t han in the days of William 

James. Fascism waa itself however an extreme variety of 

pragmatism and so the 1dological opposition which sprung 

up a~ainst fa s cism also led to a certain amoW'lt of 

revulsion a~ainst pragmatism. The lessons of Hitler1sm 

were cuasing men to re- examine their views 1n a new 

perspect ive and to search for more endurine certaint ies 

t han the relativistic formula t i ons of pra~tism. Thus 

a "neo-or thodoxy" gained gr ound among American Protestants . 

P.e1nhol d Niebuhr, a former liberal theologian, was the 

most important convert to this relig ious vi ew. 

"He was no longer opt imis t i c regardi ng the 
l asting results of social panaceas. Man was 
driven t o sin by his sense of psychol ogica l 
insecur i ty derived from a fe e ling of bis con 
s equence in an infinite world . Against this 
powerful sinful drive , man must struggl e all 
hi s life by puttlng h i s f aith in God . Thus 
the t he ological pendulum was swinging ba k to 
traditionalism if not exactly to original sin 
in i ts literal meaning."23 

The Second World War was tho cl i max to all that 

dipl omacy , de pression and Adolf Hi t ler had wrought . It 

ended 1n t he defeat of the latter, the establishment of 

the United Nat i ons and t he emergence of the United States 

and the u.s .S.R. as t he leadin~ and conter ding powers of 



37. 

the world. The result bas been the "cold War" with a 

recurrence of the cyclical Red Scare goi n g this time 

by the name or "McCarthyism" after Senator Joseph McCarthy 

of Wisconsi n. 

The statement that history repeats i tself is a 

commonplace and not wiqualifiedly true, but the pattern• 

in post-World War II Ame rica, s huddering wider the 

shadow of atomic warfare , had uncomtortably fa.miliar 

outlines . 



CHAPTER II 

Horace Mexer Kallen 

In the nbaence or any biographical work on Kallen 

we must rely entirely on the sequence or his writing, to 

gain 1nsight into his growth aa a thinke r . A few facts 

from Who's Who in America, volume 25 mwst suffice to 

establish his background. 

Kallen was born in Silesia, Germany in 1882 and 

was brought to Au.rica at the age of five. Be had a long 

student career both in America and abroad culminating with 

a Ph.D. from Harvard in 1908. Re immediat ely entered the 

field of education, which field he has never forsaken, 

as assistant and lecturer in philosophy at Harvard, where 

he stayed three years. Be held a simultaneous teaching 

position at G. St anley Hall's Clark College in Worcester, 

Mas sa chuset t s in the year after Freud's visit, in 1910. 

Subsequentl7 he lectured in the philosophy and psychology 

departments at the University of Wisconsin 1911-1918 and 

from here came t o the New School for Social Research in 

New York with which institution he has been associated 

ever since. 

Throughout his teaching career he has been a writer 

of amazing product ivity both of books and of pe-riodical 

contributions . It is to the area or his writing that we 

now turn. 
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It 11 beat for our purpose to divide Kal len'• work 

into two sections and to consider them one at a time. 

First his writing in non-Jewish realms and then h1• grappling 

•1th Jewish 1asuea. While this method ia chosen tor 

purposes of methodological convenience 1t muat be remem• 

bered that this does not mean that Kallen had two separate 

phases. On the contrary he wrote in both reall'l\8 simul

taneously and hi• thinking ia of one piece as he applies 

h imael.1' to both types of writing. 

Kallen'a indebtedness to William James 1• the 

f irst fact that atrikea one upon examining the record ot 

his writings. A most talented disciple of James, Kallen 

was chosen by the master to finish the writing ot some or 
his own uncompleted works. Kallen•a earliest writings 

from 1906 •hen he recei•ed his Ph.D. through 1914 are 

oveMJhelmingly devoted to purely philosophical problems 

c entering around pragmat ism. 

It is noteworthy th a t the only excep tions to this 

rule are a few articles on Hebrew t hemes -- vir t ually 

nothing on politics, world affairs or t he practi~ ~l life . 

By 1915, stirred by the European War, his atten

t i on bad begun to shi ft f rom t he academic t o the f ield of 

practical affair s . He became a cons istent contributor to 

Th e Nation magazine and wrote a series of two very impor

tant articles entitled De:nocracy Versus the Mel ving Pot~4 

in •n1ch he sets f orth the doctrine which la to charac-

terize so much of his subsequent thinking. That ls the 
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doc trine or •cultural pluraltam.• These articles wer~ 

- evoked by the challenge presented by the ·~r1ca 

Pirsters• of the dayi The Daughters or the American 

Revolution, The National Security League and othera, 

i n t he1r highly nationali stic and racist dogaaa. For 

Americana who adhere to auch groupa Kallen baa nothing but 

eloquent contempt. The only true democracy la one in 

which men are tree to be themselves -- where asalmilation 

ls not forced on them. •Jews or Polea or Anglo-Saxons, 

in order to cease being Jews or Polee or Anglo-Saxons, 

would have to cease to be, while they could ceaae to be 

c 1 tizens, or church members or carpenters or lawyers • 1th-

out ceasing to be, the selthood Which is inalienable in 

them, and fo r the realization or •bich they require 'inal

ienable' liberty la ancestrally determined, and the happi

nes s which they pursue has its for m implied in ancestral 

endowment. Thia l a what actually democracy in operation 

ssum~s.• Thua for American civ111zat1on Kallen env1aiona 

that •••• 

"The comnon la.ngus g• ot the commonweal th •• 
would be 3nbl~sh , but each nationalit7 would 
have for its emotional and involuntary life 
its own peculiar dialect or speech, its own 
individual and inevitable esthettc and intellec
tual forms. The poli tical unit and economic 
lite of the commonwealth is a single unit and 
s erves as the foundation and backgr ound for the 
realization of the dis t inctive individuality of 
each nati oh that compose s it and of the r~oling 
of these in a harmony above them all. Thus, 
"American civilization" may come to mean the 
ierf ection or the cooperative har~onies or 
European ai• l lizati on" -- the waste, t he squalor 

and ~he distress of Europe being eliminated --
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a multiplicit7 in a unity, an orchestration ot 
mankind. As ln an orchestra every type of 
instrument has its specific timbre and tonality, 
founded in its substance and form; as eTery 
type has its appropriate t heme and melod1 in 
the whole •J'lllphon7, ao in society, each ethnic 
group may be the natural instrument, its temper 
and culture ma7 be it1 theme and melod1 and the 
barmon7 and di1sonance1 and diaoords or them 
all ma7 make the symphony of civilization. With 
this difference : a musical symphony is written 
before it ia played ; in the s111phon7 of civili
zation the pla71ng la the writing• ao that there 
is nothing so fixed and inevitable about its 
progressions as in music, so that within the 
limits set by nature and luck they may varr at 
w111, and the range and variet1 of the harmonies 
may become wider and_;icher and more beautiful 
-- or the reverae."25 

The doctrine ot cultural pluralism ia typical or 

virtually all the liberal intellectuals during the period 

especially ot The Nation "school• in the fight they waged 

against the Americanization hysteria. 

The apt f lgure of the symphonic orchestaation is 

a r ecurring one in Kallen's writing and la typical ot 

his most impassioned moments . 

During the firs t World War Kallen considered him

self a pacitiat, though i t must be noted bis pacifism was 

of an unuaual variety. He endorsed an organization ~~lled 

the "League .. Bnforce Peace". The program of t h is organi 

sation as he outlined tt 26 deplored the methods or organized 

or rather "disorganized" pacifism which a t tack symptoms 

and not causes. It cal led on pacifists to let the war 

be f 1nished so that secure peace could be won and to support 

conscription -· conscri ption thJ'ough for non-~1litary 
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purposes -- for all the indiapeDaable activities ot hwaan 

life such as farming, mining, etc. It advocated a court 

or justice with adequate police powers above the state. 

For, as Kallen states, hwun nature contains impulses 

t hat ahould natural lf end in war it not for police. Be 

continues on the subject by urging that the aelfiabneaa 

of dynasties , the illusions of sects, (he means religious 

sects) and t he greed or cap1tal11m must be curbed and 

the democratization of industry must be sought. Here, 
& 

it is a pparent, ia,Kallen, basically the idealist, believ-

ing 1n peace , hoping f or the reforms which may bring about 

lasting peace, yet caught up in conflict with hia prag-

mat ist convictions to a degree where he must disavow 
~ lo..L oict\ 

tradit ional pacifist activities; Arorced to race wha t he 

considers t he realities of human nature to the extent that 

he oust advocate police force in main t aining the peace. 

This conflict is not surprising Pragma t ism and Pacifism 

•ere both at the height of their power in America at the 

s ame time during the first decades of the twentieth 

century -- no leas a person than the l eading Pra~utiat, 

James h i ms elt,had contributed "The Moral Equivalent ot 

War " t o t he Pacifist movement. 

The problem of peace occupied Kallen's energies 

in a ser ies of ten articles published serially in The Dial 

from October 1917 through February 1916. Here he ex-

pounded on a favorite concept -- t he a e&n1f:\6 of nationality. 

j 
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Nationality ae Mazzini conceived it in the nineteenth 

century, ae the tree right ot national groups to express 

themselves 1• a beneficent ideal. It ia only when na

t1onali ty ia coupled with the idea ot "excluai•• aoTereignty• 

that it geta the world into trouble. This idea or 

beneficent nationality 1• uaed time and again by Kallen 

as the main jua~itioation for the Zionist movement. In 

this aeries of article• hi• point waa that in the Germany 

of World War I,we bad a •mlaapplication" or nationality. 

He waa extremely harah on Germany and its ruling classes, 

j ustifying the pa,..ent ot reparations and indemnities by 

t hat country. Be admitted that the secret treaties brought 

t o light by the Russians after Brest-Lito•ak showed the 

all i es to be as iaperialistic as the Germans, still he 

seemed to prefer to overlook this evidence, and maintained 

an unyieldingly harsh attitude toward the Germana . He had 

great faith 1n the abili ~ of the League of Ma ti on a to 

• ork. Be f e lt, optimistically, that all problems could be 

solved by molding public opinion, by enlightening people 

ao that they might have their •111 expressed by the~r 

states men, and that all that was needed to assure success 

was coercive poli ce power. Thia coercive police power 

he admi t ted would have to be set by law but he made no 

mention or who might make the law. 

He re cognized that there was an economic aspect 

to the problem or peace but felt that these problems could 
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be coped •1th bf simply doing away •1th protect1Te ba ... ·r1era 

to trade -- other than thla he advocated no economic 

changes . In recognizing that protective barriers do breed 

war he does not realize tha~ tree laisse& faire competition 

tor materials on the world markets, constitutes no freedom 

at all for smaller powers. Commerce between the allies 

during the war was an example or free trade according to 

lCallen it'• only a shame it took a war to force ua to 

it; if •e could do 1t 1n peace, bow wonderful it would 

be1 He waa apparently unable t o realize that only war 

with ita great consumption of materials can permit this 
? 

free trade among capitalist economi es. It would be impossible 

in peace time without some sort of planning which would 

smack or socialism. 

There la no question about hia attempt to be 

pragmat ic in this aeries, to treat t be many practical prob

lems realiaticallf, at which task he succeeds much of the 

time. His short sightedness in a few particulars is not 

due to any flaw 1n the methodology or pra~tiam but 

perhaps due t o the tact that wi thin Kallen pragmat_am 

was t oo much in contact with patriotism and opt!mistic 

idealism. 

In other articles of the war period Kallen dealt 

with the "Psychology of War" 27 in which he displa1s the 

analytic abili ties which are later to give him a brilliant 

reputation and establish h im as a leader in the ranks ot 
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American paycholog1ata. He differentiated between the •wpr

mind" and the •conflict-mind" Which 1s the normal aocial 

expres s ion ot the combative inat1nct ot man. 'l'h• •war

mlnd" is lia1ted to a amall claaa •ho have the power to 

compel other men to carry out their purpose•. Since war 

is not the inevitable expresa1on of human nature, like 

for example mating or rood getting, either the destruction 

of this class or the destruction or their power w1ll be 

suffi cient to prevent war. The combative appetites or the 

mas ses of men are sufficiently aatisried in the normal 

conflic ts or daily l i fe. Again we find a noticeable lack 

of reali sm but t is nonetheless a significant article in 

that it 1s one of his first public ventures into the realm 

of psychology. 

Ano ther article at this time dealt wery warmly and 

sympathe tically with the problems of l abor, 26 calling on 

capital to offer labor better conditions. •Labor must not 

be looked upon as a c ommod1 ty," he wrote, "but aa human 

beings . Thus there mus t be a minimum wage independent 

of the la• of supply and demand.• He also called for 

labor to share in profit• and for compulsory education 

for laborers under twenty-five . Kallen maintained his 

friendly attitude toward labor throughout all t he time 11hen 

the labor movement was not a popular cause in America 

as did so many of the liberal s assoc iated with the 

critical magazines of the time. 
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With the war over and the even greater spread or 

the eugenics cults Kallen once again leapt to the attack 

on raciali••· In an article in The pial or Jcauary 11, 

1919, he bitterly scored the theory or "Aryan superiority," 

cal ling it "the logic of passion (not anthropological and 

archaeological fact) which the profeaaional patriots and 

the pr otagonists ot American Junkeriam have standardised 

for the American reading public.• 

At the height or the eugenics cult movement in 

1924, Kallen issued in book form a collection or easaya, 

whi ch had proviously appeared separately i n periodicals under 

t he title Cu1turo .&W1 D•mocr•c7 111. ~United States, in 

which he attempts to muster all his arguments comprehensively 

aga i nst these cults or "Know-Nothingism". His theaia la 

again "cultural pluralism• -- one of the articles reprinted 

la "Democracy Versua the Melting Pot• to which a~n<--< 
has a lready been made. He continued to make ~ood use or the 

osychological technique in analyzing t he manta for "Amer-

1can1 zation. • He takes ~ime to snipe at Mencken for his 

reactionary aris t ocratic ideas on American values (the 

American Mercury had just reachud the public at the end 

of 1923) and 1n a vitriolic poat-ecr1pt makes the Ku Klux 

Klan t he object of his spleen. 

During the early twenties humanism waa having one 

of its cyclical r evivals in the United States. Kal len 

declar ed himself t o be all for!£!!.! humanism but had little 

patience with the academic , unproductive sort of humanism 
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More. Kallen instead described a valid new humanism, the 

groWld or potential for which exiata in industry, 29 -

that potential ia science. In the domain of science all 

item.a of experience, regardleaa or their atatua in the 

other institutions of society, receive equal regard, 

equal recognition or their integrity. If peop» could but 

look upon the positive side or industry not ju.at the 

negative • • • •could they without distorting aece~ i ta 

promptings toward aaaociattve form and personal integri ty, 

substituting intelligent self direction for passional 

response -- the humanization or industry would be more like 

a free adjustment and a happy growth than a foolish struggle 

and a deformed urge toward the boundless air and the sWl." 

At this atage it aeema c lear that Kallen 1a 

impressed by the achievements and potentialities or Amer

ican indust ry as are most Americans, it may be significant 

t hat t he date of this writing 1a t he beginning or 1923. 

The year 1921 was one or dismal depression -- hopeful 

improvement had taken place in 1922 and by 1923 a rushing 

revival bad begun to take place. It looked indeed as 

t hough industry bore the potential for a better life. 

Knllen admitted that "excrescences occur 1n times of 

readjustment such as these" but these excrescences are 

not to becloud the good that lies in industry. Ht was e 

bit behind Sincla ir Lewis but within a relatively short 

time Kallen was t o become as harsh a critic or the indus-
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trial and business mentallt1 as an1 of the liberal 

inte l l ectuals. 

L1k• Dewe1, lallen applied himself diligently to 

the pr oblem or education tn America, aa bo th cr1t1c and 

philosopher. Cr1t1c1z1ng the American public school30 he 

wrote, • the ertect or the aoc1al eoono111 on education ha1 

been t o impose upon ita products reverence for the paat 

and 1dealizat1on or the present. It enviaiona the future 

as a per petuation ot the past, not aa a new creation out 

of l t . It is • ain Street•a moat powerful instrument ot 

self -reproduction without variation.• Here he has already 

taken up the Lewi e line, lashing 1nduatr, aa well aa 

another par t 1culerl1 favorite hatred or bis, the church 

{whi ch ts a popular target for intellectuals at thia time) 

tor their influence on e ducation. Kallen' a aversion to 

r e l i gion dates back t o hia earl i est writing and ta consia-

tently maintained up to t he presen t time. 

He reached the a pex or h is anti-re l i giousness ln 

the elaborate and paycholog1cally pre t entious work Whx 

Religion published in 1927 •hen the s c ient ific attack on 

religion was at lts height. 

His indebtedness to James and h is relationship to 

Oew~y waa more strongly es t ablished than ever by thi s 

vo l ume . He expands the Jamltaian idea that religious belie! 

emerges and bec omes important in times of personal and 

social crisis leading to the reforma t ion of old cults, 

and the beginnings o r new onea,and shares the Deweyan 

d 



differentiation between relig1ona and the relig1ou• 

aapect of experience. 

Be exposed the making or the goda in terms of the 

Oedipus complex, fear ot paternal authority, and other 

psychological phenomena. 

He pointed out ably the interesting relationship 

between property and church doctrine throughout b1atory and 

excoriat ed religion for its role as a vested interest stand

ing in the way of progres.x 

The aame burden •aa taken up again tour years lat er 

in a Haldeman-Jul1ua "Little Blue Book• entitled "The War-

rare of Religion 1gainst Science,• and it continued to 

occupy Kallen's attention as late as i941,3l especial ly 

with r eference to t he famed Bertrand Russell case where 

t he latter was prevented trom s ucceeding to Morris Raphael 

Conen'a seat at C.C.N.Y. due in large measure to Clerical 

protest t o Russell's views . 

Kal l en whi le not himself an expatriate , was cer t ainly 

in sympathy with them and was Burope-minded. Be made a trip 

----to that continent curing the twenties and vi s ited e ~ 

lengt h i n Italy and Rus sia. In this decade Kallen was 

infec t ed 1th ~remature enthusiasm for the accomplishments 

of the Sovie t Union. He recognized that the SovietJ state 

is a dictator-flh i p but be a pparently regarded it aa 

necessary and ben evolent in raising t he standards of th~ 

country . Wr i ting in the New Republic on November 2, 1927, 
f 

he obse rved that the commWl~ts permitted full freedom ot 
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rel1g1oua expreaa1on since theJ realized that the people are 

naive and their folkways would be hard to change abruptly. 

What the7 have done i• to set coaauniaa itaelt up aa a new 

religion with contid~nce that it lett alone the people 

would eventually change to it exclusively on its own 

merlta . "Hot a1nce Christianity became the offlcial faith 

of the western world has such a liberal attitude toward 

r i vals gone •1th such a firmness or beliet ln the in.t'all1• 

bllity and aalvational power ot the taith. Russia tor the 

~irst tlme in her h1ator1 1a enjoJing the rare modern 

privilege or religious tolerance. Her hundreds or aecta 

are professin g thelr faltha and practicing their cere-
•• 

monlals free and wiafraid at laat. 

Pretty much the same evaluation or Russian 

c ~.imiun1sm was set forth in an ar t icle a year later.32 when 

he compared the two dictatorships -t~Jaaia an~~ly. He ~ -~1 -

drew the following great contrast between the two. In 

the I~allan d1ctatorsb1p individuality, and thus art la 

stifled , in Russia, however, "the individual ts rar freer 

in bis person• and 1n his thoughts than ever before in 

hi s country•a history. Therefore the !.2!:!! of government 

can ne ither hinder nor accelerate the attainment of ex-

cellenoe in ar t . The .!.!!l ot a government can do either, 

or tt can cut it ot'r ••• Hot dictatorship, not democracy, 

but t he intent or d ictatorship or democracy la what deter

mines the event. Communism and Fascism tell the tale." 

Kallen ' s warmth for communism at thls t ime 



follows the pattern ot the larger segment or honest ~er1can 

intellectuals, who, d1a1llua1oned with what the war had 

~rought among the capitalistic countries and impressed 

with the se1111tlngly proletarian-oriented forms or the 

BolsbeTik regime, began a flirtation with co111Dun1am wboae 

lastingness varied, but for the most part waa over by 

the mid-thirties, certainly bJ the time of the Moscow trials 

or 1936 and 1937, as waa the case with Kallen. 

In 1930 Kal len published a book of purely critical 

easaya, Indecency and the SeTen Arte in which he ahow.Lbim

selt quite capable or •out-Mencken1ng" Mencken. Unlike 

Mencken howeTer, Kallen picka on hie equala as the objects 

of hia sarcasm (one not infrequent object la Mencken him

self) rather than on the mob. The book is intended to apply 

the principles ot pragmatism to the fi eld of es thetics. 

Starting with the premise that life la all change .id tlux, 

that nothing la permanent, thus there are no absolute 

values only relative, empi rica l ones , he proceeds to evalu

ate the field of criticism and censorship (the latter is 

becoming quite an issue at this time ••JI' c iallJ in Holly

wood). the arta with relation to society, the place of 

style in art and the nature of comedy and tragedy. This 

re lat ively litt le known volume is deserving of an important 

place tn American critical lltera~ure. 

Kallen'• major concerns starting in the thirties 

wer e the problems of "individualism" and consumer protec

tion. These problems it la clear were brought into focus 



by the great depression and the war. 

Writing in the Christian Centu.rJ in 193333 Kallen 

traced the riae and tall or individualism. As the common-

ers , i.e. the producing class, gained wealth by lending 

the frui t s ot their produce to the non-productive upper 

classes in Feudal times they were able t o get rights for 

tnemselves. The resu.lt of this development is individual

ism or l aissez-faire which in 1taelt would constitute a 

good if it were self-conscious and cooperative. But t h is 

inaividualism which expanded business,, resulted in s e l fish 

corporati ons which now in t heir turn oppress the individual. 

The individual is aga i n dissatisf ied and wi thdraws hie 

consent from our ins t itut i ons and j oins socialist f orces 

and the l ike,whicn al••• deny individualism and thus can-

not be the answer to the problem. Kallen foresaw a s at 

least a partial answer, the inevitable "Democratization" 

of the economy of industry jus t as the economy of agri

cu.lture was democratized in the French Revolution. This 

prediction has or course been total ly unf illed so far, 

and i t seems likely to cont inue unfulf illed, t he aims of 

privately owned industry be i ng what they are and the 

material substratum on which said industry rests remain-

i ng r elatively undamaged. 

The f ollowing year, 1934, Kallen began a series 

of articles tn the Christian Century.34 on Consumer Coopera-

tion which system became bis pet economic t beorr . r orming 

the subject for many subsequent wr, t ings including a 
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l engthy book on the eubJect published in 1936. 35 Kallen 

advocated the extension or the experiment in consumer 

cooperati on aucceaafully carried out by the Rockdale 

Society or Bquit&ble Pioneers in Bngland 1n 1844 to apply 

to all of international econolDJ. Thia 1• the way t~ 

overcome both Colllllw:liam and Fascism and maintain democ-

racy according to Kallen. It la no t 111os1cal that 

Kallen should come to auch an economic conviction at juat 

thia t1ma ..-.. loth Fasc ism and Communism have come into 

disrepute among the keen intellectuals, yet capitalism 

ts anything but dear to them in this time of depression 

and as was point ed out in the first chapter a great deal 

of popular attention was being focused on consumer pro

tecti on after t he disastrous years of "let the buyer 

bewa r e ." The ramificati ons of such a system are spelled 

ou t i n de tai l by the ent husias t ic advocate and they are 

admirable indeed but the hope t or widespread adopt ion of 

tnis idea 1s also quite unrea l istic g iven the pr e sent 

structure of indus t r y . 
·"~ Hitler Germany did not leave Kallen unaffec~ed. 
A 

He had of co urse been an a r t iculate anti -fascist in t he 

t • ent i es and his intellectual hatred was he ightened with 

res pect to llazism by the magnitude of t he crime. It muat 

be said however that here too Kallen was unable to bring 

himself to a r ealistic understand ing or the political 

and economic bases f or Naz1am. He, (and he Yas not al one 

among the i ntellectuals) preferred psychol ogical and 



cultural explanations of Nazism -- explanations which were 

not without keenness and truth, but which didn't get down 

to the essentials. In one article 36as late as 1943, be 

still felt t ha t there was a survi•ing culture of the 

people which was free of Hitlerism and could overcome it 
~ 

and rehabilitate the land when the time came. He refused l 
to believe that there could be a time of shock and crisis \j 
when Hitler mi gh t be trul1 expressing the culture of the 

German p8ople. It should be said 1n tbia connection, t hat ~· 
::.::!~ t:::r:c::::::·~:l::: ::~:~: ::

0

:1:r.:::~::: to .;J~ 
problems requiring a pol itical or economic appr oach. "'- ~ 

Wher e a psychological sociologi cal or phil osophical 

appr oach ls call ed for , bis powers are quite unsurpaaaed. 

Since the second war Kallen' a aecular attention 

has been devo ted to such f avorite causes as the separation 

of c~urch and state, the labor movement and the support or 

UNESCO projects. 

Turnin g now t o Kallen's Jewi s h centered writings 

we f ind, no t unexpectedly, t hat 1n bis earliest efforts he 

tries to interpre t Hebraism 1n the light of pragmatism. 

In an es say written in 190937 and titled "Hebraism and 

Current Tendencies in Phil osophy" be states that all 

philo s ophy (including t he Jewish philosophers from Philo 

t o Mendelssohn) bas been Hellenistic rat her t han Hebraic. 

Hellenism is concerned with order, structure, wi t h per-

fection;-the model i s Plato 's Republic . Hebrai sm ia con-
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cerned with •k1ng th• beat or a bad job -- the model 1a 

Job (who ia Kallen•• ta•orit• Hebrew peraonal.1t7) -- •1 

know that he will •l•J' .. ; neverth•l••• will I maintain 

., waJ'll before hia.• 'l'he aim here being righteouan••• 

rather than perteotion. 

It la a lea• cl•ll1s9d, leaa lntelleotuallJ' 

etticacioua approach. And so Jewiah philoaophera later 

accepted the llellen1a atandarda and atteapted to haraonls• 

re•elatlon with it. So it waa, till the aiddl• or the 

nineteenth centllrJ' and D&l"Win. Bow growing out or Darwiniaa 

came 111111am J .... and Henri Bergson with pragaatiaa,1hich 

aa7a •A thing i• what lt doea• -- an idea 1• true it it 

haa aurvl•al value 1n the tl~. '1'he world 1• all tlux and 

contliot, but no~ eternallJ' ao -- mantia genulnelJ' tree and can 

change h1a world. Here 1• the modern wa7 ot aa71nga •1 

know that he will ala7 -, ne•erth•l••• will I 911.ntain 

SJ wa7a before hla.• 'lb• •eFJ act ot maintaining on•'• 

wa7a 111&J' render tlut ala'J'lng lmpoaalble. Paith and works 

e•en ot ao ••11 an 1 tea aa Jan •J' be pregnant 1d. th 

tremendoua h~ and •••n coallio oonaeqmnoea. 'l'hua a 

new viata 1n philoaoph7 la potentlallJ' opened up lD 1tlloh 

Hebra1 .. can come to the tore and no longer be aubor4lnated 

to Hellenl ... 

The uae ot tbe tera •11em-a1•• 1• 110at algnltloant; 
1let the contrast between Judat.a (ot •ht.oh he doeaAapprove) 

and Hebrala• (or which !le doea) la on• ot kllen'a 110at 
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constant retrains. To hims 

•aebra1sa la tb.e vast culture which Jews have 
contributed to the world -- not merely the 
r eligion but wisdom and the arts. Bebraiam 
1• not Judaism, and t o be a lover of Hebraism 
la more than to be a Jud).at ••• Hebraism la 
the •hole life of the Jews. Judai sm is only 
that aspect which comprises tb8 sentiments, 
theories, doctrines and practices •h1eh relate 
to God ••• Judaism as 1

8
aect must pass. la 

a life 1t •ill endure.•J 

Th is d1stlnct1on f l ows naturally given Kallen•a 

pragma t ism and pas s ionate ant1-rel1g1oniam which sees all 

sects as mater1al1at1c and evil. For some reason however 

he is not able to apply his abho~nce of religion toJ~ 

Judaism with the same methodical ruthlessness as he;..

t o Chr1st1an1ty. Be salvages •aebralsm" which according 

t o his de scr1~ion ls pragmatically acceptable. Yet we 

often find Kallen himself unwittingly admitting that what 

be would call Hebr aistlc culture and Judaism are quine 

ln•eparable. For instance , he wri tes concerning the 

or h todox Jew (and what othe r kind was there throughout 

most of the t i me that K.al len•s Hebrai sm was laying down 

the gr eat patterns or its culture) I 

"~ his enterprises, all his businesses, all 
hTS'"pleaaurea, 1n all their minutiae, are 
attac~~~ to divinity ••• r e ligiously regulated 
•••• 

I n v i ew of such a sta t ement Kallen's differentla-

tion se ems arbitrary and i nconsistent. But be that a s it 

may, Kallen conce i ves as Hebra ism as one of the many .tems 

which must be orchestrated into our culturally pluralistic 

democracy and identifies h imself with it. To for sake 



being a J ew would be to for sake the democratic Principle 

and would mean self destruction. For: 

" ••• you cannot cease to be a J ew without 
ceasing to be . The Jewi sh gr oup ts tbe 
na tural group to vh1ch you belong , ••• a 
natural group ls one which cannot be destroyed 
withou t destroyins the i nd ividuals that 
belonn to it ••• The fact of being a Jew 
may be r epr e ssed, if it 1s, 1 t becomes 
your nemesis , for it 1s tpe root of your 
nat ure and character ••• "40 

The the~e that JudRis m as a sect must pass is 

pa~t of allen•s oft-repeated prophecy that all r eligi ons 

wi ll pass -- an idea which as has been pointed out he 

s hares with John Dewey and which 1s notable for i ts lack 

o~ fulfillment . In t he article en ti tled , " J ,daism by 

Proxy" (1916)41 he rei terates , "In merel y i t s religi ous 

aspec ts, the future of the Jewish s pirit in ~hi s co\Jntry 

and anywher e in the western world strikes ~e as be i ng 

very dark . ilor the future of Judalsrn merely; the future 

of al l r tt l igions . On thd v;hole, eu perna tural1stp cannot 

~Ei. .: uta1n 1 tself ap,ains t a oractical i r. t e l l i gence It ... 
The fallacy in the r~&sonin~ of such men as Kallen 

flltd Dewey is no to be found i n their concept of r e1 ·c1on . 

They under s tand qu.1tt- correctl y , with James , the r esurgent 

power of r e l i -ion i n t i me of crisis . It 1 s r ather t o be 

found i n their concept of !'Ntory. I n their unshakable 

opti mi sm they re~ard his tor y as a cumulat ive growt h , wh en 

actual ly lt i s a pattern characterized by peri ods of 

bror.th and docline . Growt h may seem inevitable and 
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cumulative under the aspect of eternity but eternity 

always remains a long way of~ and in the lives of men 

futility and regreaaion loom as large as progress. 

Insofar as history is the story of progress, 1t depicts 

progress in constant struggle with darkness, •inning 

the day only to be set back and forced to start the 

struggle again. Given the growth and decline pattern ot 

n1story1 supernaturalism Will ever maintain itself. Por as 

Kallen would be quick to agreeJwben decline sets 1n1 men 

become insecure and the deepening of insecurity leads 

to the regrowth of religion • ._. I n critical times the 

need ror a s t abilizing, unchanging force around which 

man's failing spirits can rally is greatest, that force, 

of course , ls the church. This has been more pathetically 

true than ever in th~ twentieth century when to so many 

it has seemed t hat science , the very agen t wh ich was to 

bring peace ls now inextrlca~ly bound up with the chaos 

of the age . It is to a great extent the explanation for 

the strength of neo- orthodoxy amons the Protestants today . 

Also responsible for the endurance of religious 

institutions ts their great adaptability. Today cburcllea 

have incorporated into their catalogues the very sc ientific 

ideas a gainst which they once led the fight . Churches 

have had the sense to realize when they were fighting 

a l oslne battle and have learned the art of graceful 

compr omise . Parochi al schools adopting the latest or 

scientific and psycholo£i cal techniques are a cotflD1on sight 
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today i ndicat ing t he ability or religi ons to perpetuate 

the:nselves . 

Whi l e he has no grea t l ove for ~ strictly re

ligious interpretation or Judaism, he reserves b i s choicest 

barbs for Rerorm Juua1 sm. 'l1he only worthwhile thing 

Reform ~as achieved is the enfranchisement or women; other 

than this Reform has succeeded only in making or Judaism 

a dogm.a and t aking it out of the lives of Jews. Calling 

it "Judaism by Proxy"42 Kallen compares the Reform r a bbinat e 

to the Roman c a tholic clergy in that it does all the work and 

the laymen do nothing also ln that the Refor m rabbinat e 

ls ascribed some degree of infallibili ty as i s the 

Roman Catholic clergy though in the fornaer it is more 

anarchic . He has only contempt f or the doctrines which 

Reform has adopted s uch as "Universal Judaism" and the 

"miss i on or Israel" which he considers to be paradoxical, 

impet a l 1s t i c and 1nd1ca t1ve of sickness and fearfulnes s . 

P.e a c cuse s Re f orm of the intention to become a ssimilated 

to • e s tern cul ture r ather than ass i mila ting that culture to 

itself . 43 The lat t er coul d no t take place 1n weste rn 

Burope , that ls in Germany, because the Jews were too few 

1n number, t hus the J ews here t ried to be like t he 

Gentiles . In Eastern Europe however , since there were 

so aany J ews it was pos s ible for the Jewish community 

as a wh ol e t o assimulate the new learning and make it a 

par t of i ts own mind . In Germany, the Jews were minori

t ies of inferior culture amid majorities of superior 

d 
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culture. In the east they were culturally super ior t o their 

nei ghbors and numerical ly aelr-suf fic ient. Thus t he 

Haskalah t ook place, slowly and steadily absorbi ng the 

n iat oric culture of Western Burope until it becomes quite 

Jew i sh. Thll Eastern European Jewish community did not 

lo se its community character, did not disintegrat e. 

Haskal ah i s the true reform, the actual reform of Jewish 

life 1n Bas tern Europe. <ff This analysis ref le eta a to t al 

misunderstandtng of the Haskalah movement. The Haskalah 

i s not t o be compared with the Ge rman Re form movement at 

all. The latter took pla ce only after many decades of 

ass imilation and contact with Western culture . The 

liaskal ah movement l s comparable rather to t he early 

Wendelasobn1an developments in Ge rmany. Refor m grew out 

of these developments years Lat er because the Jews of 

Garmany were able to obtain emancipation. rlad emanci pa 

tion foll owed 1n tha path of the Haskalah movement it is 

l ikel y t ha t the same tn>e of r efor m would have ensued 

in Eas ter n Europe as did in Germany. But the Eastern 

Jews were thwarted in the ir emanc ipations by the reac

t ionar-y laws of the 1880 1 s a nd so they became Zionists. 

~As for inferiority or super i ority of culture , i t is quite . , 
meaningless to compare the maskilim to the masses of 

Russia and Poland. Of course t hey were superior to t he 

masses . So was Mendels sohn f uperior t o the German masses. 

No, t he t est comes i n comparing t he•maakil im" to t he ~•ftftfe. 

intelli gentsia of Russia and Poland. How do they measure 
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up to Tolatol and Turgenevt And here we find that there 

i s a defin i te basis of canpariaon,the criteria of which 

have nothing to do with Jewishness, but rather with pure 

intelligence applied to the ideas current, tor one reason 

or another, at the t i me -- jus t as ther e is a valid com

parison between a Mendelssohn and a Kant. 1rh1s argument 

conceJ"'llin g the superlorit7 of Jewish culture to the masses 

in the East is further Wlsound in explaining the Haakalah 

when we consi der the t act that the early Xaskl l im r ejected 

and even made fun of Rabbinic culture in their writings -

there wa s noth1nR Je•iiah about this phase of Haskalah at 

all. It was only after the reactionary developments of 

t he l 88o •a that a d isi llusioned Mendele Kocher Sefor 1m 

d i scl aimed this pha se and embraced Rabbinic culture once 

again. 
( ~llti\'s) 

HisAm1sunderstand1ng of the Haskalah movement i s 

~nl:y incidental ho•1ever. The important point lies in the 

f a c t t hat he feels moved to defend the c ulture of East 

European J ewry time and again. This fact i s significant 

in the struggles which ensued l n tho twenties and t hir t ies 

between the advocates of the Ame r ican J ewi sh Congr ess and 

the American Jewish Committee. For Kallen, German born 

himself , aligned himself early with t he Zioni s tic East 

European forces which advocated the Congress movement. 

The Cominitt ee wa8 or ganlzed i n 1906, the fj .·st 

of t he modern American J ewi sh defens e organizations, by and 

fo r the upper middl e c lass German J ews of America, •1th 

• 
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emphasis on America they were interested in Jewish 

welfare and defense in t hts country, and W1Challenged 

for ~any years they achieved a monopoly of funds for 

pt.Uanthr opy and defense which t.hey gual'de ci zealousl y . 

:i1e Com~ross movement "'as designed and fash ioned a s an 

instruoent f or pr opa p;at1ng Zionist. ideology among 

Amer ican Jews and was composed primar ily of East European 

J~ws "·ho were now be 1.nning to come of age in Am~a. 

~he Committe e opoosed this mo vement in or der to protec t its 

ne&vy investment i n the "statue quo" structur alizati on of 

American J ewisn ltfe . 

Kal len was one of the ~ost art i culate voices 

s~eakinr in behalf of Zionism and the Con~res s movement 

as earl y as 1915. One of tho criticisms of rlefor m 

J uca iso that he co~jtantly harps on ts the fact that its 

ran~s are composud pr edominantl y of " pr osperous J ews of 

W6st European Orig in" who of course are also ant1-

Zi on1.st (and presumabl y pro- Committee}. He speaks of 

the conflict between the Conp;I'ess ano the Committee as 

be ing s imila r to tha t w:.1.ch t ook pls ce bet11een the pr ophets 

of ola and the entrenched pries thood. 'fbe committee may 

have go~en into power by vir tue of service but now 

it seeks to maintai n 1t just for the sake of power. 

The Congress accordlfig to 'allen i s dedica t ed to 

democra t ic leader3h1p and expr e sses the will of th3 

people whereas the Committee oppo s 6s it. t el en is 
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one of nany calling for unity under the Congreaa•a plat

f orm. Thia agitation ia carried on well into t he thirties. 

In 1935 in t he pages of the Congress Bulletin44 it flares 

up at its most violent when Kallen in response to Joseph 

" ,, M. Proakauer•a label of un-American with reference to the 

plan for holding a World J ewish Congress he writes: Such 

attacks constitutet • •• ••• an old, familiar, custam of 

special i n t erests, such a s munitions makers, power magnets, 

and money ch angers to raise a smoke screen of patr iotism 

to distract a ttention from their own activities." lie 

attacks Proskauer viciously as the speaker for vested 

1nteres~s of Jewish financ iers, industrialists and corpora

tions lawyers who make up the "conservative group" of J ews . 

We have already mentioned in passing that Kallen 

was a rticulate in the Zionist cause . •e must now examine 

ilt h i s i mmense Zioni st output 1n s ome detail. Mo s t no t a ble 

ls h i s imposing volume Zioni sm and Worl d Politics45 in 

wnich he traces the complete history or the movement and 

closes wi th a pr op;ram of action. 

Kalle n' s Zionism, too , flows from his concept of 

democracy and cultural plural ism. Zionism's aim ls the 
a 

preservation of Hebr a ic culture asAworthwhile item in 

the democratic symphony of nat i onal cultures. 

"Historically t he basis of cul t ure has alway& 
been ethnic and geographic~lly poli tical. Judai ~m 
was always thus even in the diaspora until up 
to within a century a go and that •~ why i t was 
always wor th pr eserving . It can only remain 
worth preser~ ing if it returns to an organic 
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social life r ooted in ethnic solidarity and 
geographical concentrat i on. Thia la possible 
only in Palestine ••• "4b 

Zionism la true democracy 1n that it is anti-
~~ 

assimilationlat , t ries to preserveAd1st1nctive integritJ 

of Jew~ in opposition to totalitarianism which attempt s 

to force asa111l1lat1on and sameness on people. The right 

of the individual to be free and different can only be 

growided in tha t of hie group or nationality to be free and 

au t onomous, and Zionism 1IO rlu for the autonomy of the 

Je• i sh group. It does not believe that the Jewish group 

i s superior, only that it must be rree . 

Kall en sees many problems facing the J ews in 
fr-t....L<. 

Palestine and at tempts to prov1deAguidance 1n meeting 

them. Amon~ these problems is the imperialism of Fr ance 

(no t Britain). Ano ther is Arab-Jewish relations and Kallen 

cal l s for these relations to be f riendly and close. Jewish 

f a cilities mws t be opened to the Arabs t o raise their 

standard of living for the sake of the ent ire l and. Aal l en 

ca ll s for the nationaliza t i on of property and utilities. 

There must be no private ownership -- we cannot affo.d to 

have a class struggle in Pales t ine . To implement national-

izatlon successful ly the cooperative principle shouli bf 

applied in the organization of all economic widertak i ngs, 

and be gives specific plans for its applica t ion . All in 

all, these principl es are embodied in t he Pitt sburgh 

Program adopted by the ZOA in 1918 . 

He goes into great detail in attempting ~o supply 
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s pec ific, pragmatic s~gestions for coping •1th the 

physical problems of the land. In this he shows an unmis

takable knowledge. But Kallen i s destined to Wldergo 

gradual and pa1n1'ul dis illusi onment as he watches the 

J ewish s i t uation 1n Palestine and this l s due to an inability 

t o grasp the motiva t i ons shaping British policy in 

Pal esti ne. 

As late as 194347 Kallen s t ill refused to b e di s

i llus ioned with what he called t he •1tberal" f actions of 

England. It is only the evil colonialist conservatives 

who are obstructing the carrying out of the Balfour Declara

t i on and responsible for all the trouble in Pal es t i ne 

according to Kallen. Jews must t ake their case to the 

Labor Party and the virtuous conserva tives like Churchill. 

Of course Churchi l l was i n power through the war 

and d i d nothing and les t it be argued tbet this was due to 

t he conservative make- up of Parliament , surel y there might 

have been enough "virtuous conservativef t o form a coali

t i on with Laborites and create a majority. And even if 

t h is not be t he case , the Labor par t y itself gained power 

in 1946 and lt too a id absolutely nothing. 

As fo r the virtuous Mr. Chur chill , perhaps the 

following exarpt from an art i c le in The New York Ti mes 

of as r ecent date as December 4, 1952 , conc&rning an 

attack made by Cnurchill on the Jev11sh Labor1te Emanuel 

ShiRwell in an unguard ed moment is no t ent ire:y without 

significance: 
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CHURCHILL STIRS ROW BY GIBE AT SHINWELL 

by RaJlDOnd Daniel 

London, December 3 -- An exasperated and tired 
Bous e of Commons that had been up half the 
aight •ent into a series of verbal explosions 
today after Prime Minister Churchill had im
p~d t he patriotism or Emanuel Shinwell, a 
former Labor Def ense Minis t e r, in terms that 
unintenti onally smacked ot Bast European total• 
itarian phraseology . 

The Prime Minister refused to apologize to Mr. 
Sh1nwell because, be :1ald, his irapllcation of 
a lack of patrioti sm mlg;ht have been even mor e 
1Aaparl1amentary than the original charge' and 
be used the words " c osmopol1tan1am" a nd i n
t er nationalism" in reference t o Mr. Shinwell. 
Immediately therearter he looked as if he 
could have bitten off his ~ongue. 

These are t he words that Hitler used . They are 
the terms of approbrium now ba ing used by 
prosecutors in the Colll'llunis t satell i te countries 
a gainst so-call ed enemies of t he state . There 
t hey generally mean that the target of the 
at t ack 1 s a Je"' an d Mr. Shinwell ls a Jew ••••• 

••••• Shaking a f inger at ~r . Shlnwell he 
(Churchill) warned him agains t being "too 
pr ophe ti c a bout the way t hings are going be
• ause t hey ~ay not be as unfor t una te for this 
coWltry as he would no doubt wish." ••••• 
To the demands t hat he withdraw h is remark about 
Mr. Shlnwell, Mr . Churchill replied that he 
rufQsed to concede tha t "an imput at i on of 
want of patr iotism is necessarily unparlia
ment ary because it mi~ht be urged t ha t cos 
mopolitanism and interna t i onalism cover even 
wide r sphe res ••• ••• •" 

The fact or t he matter ls thR t t he cle verly 

wor , e d Balrour Decl aration was simply an ins t rument of 

Brit ish imper ialis t poli cy in t he Near Eas t . Srita' ~ 's 

motives in i s s uing it were compl e t el y those of self-

1nter e st. Her hope was to shatter the Turkish Empire 

in the Near East and helµ herse lf to the pi eces, and so 



she attempted to create pro-British sentiment in the 

influential Jewish community ot America and the large 

Jewish communit1 of Ruaa1a by dangling Palestine 

before them. 

At the very same time the British through tbe 

activities of Lawrence or Arabia among others were making 

overt ures to the Arabs who were also under Turkish 

domination , dangling the promise of a sovereign state in 

the Near East before them too, with the hope of watching 

devel opments m d playing off Arab against J ew l f necessary 

1n order t o mainta in her position . This la exactly 

~hat she did , much to the shock and amazement of Jews 
to~n~ 

who had f a i1edAthe Balfour Declaration and could not 

see through tho doubl e diplomacy of Great Britain. 

Kal l en spends a gr eat deal of effort on t he pr ob-

lem of anti - sem.ltism. He recognizes corr ectly that anti-

semitism has always r eached a peak in time of crisis and 

subsided in prosperity and that anti- semitism has largely 

been an instrumen t of t he upper clasees~8 But be doe s 

no t infer from this wha t seems obvious, namely that i.11ti-

semitism i s caused by the fact t ha t in time cf economic 

crisis the upper c las ses must diver t the attenti on of 

the tmpover s ished masses to any convenient scapegoat . 

He is misled by his penchant for psychologizing and 

his natred f or the church. He says the Jews are ete rnally 

persecuted because of their cent r al role in Christ ian 

drama of salvati on as the r ejected people ~ho had once been 
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chosen, who had denied the aavicrand crucified him and 

who are thus the enemies of God and mankind. 

It thia were so how could we account for t he 

persecution of Jews in pagan Germany. Ir the role or 

the Jews in t he drama of salvation la the reason for 

anti-semitiam then why has the church ever t reated the 

Jews well .... tn time of prosperity, as it did in 
t\~ 
fou•~aenth century Spain? Neither does Kallen• s ex-

planation account for the r acis t anti-semi t ism of 

Hitler Ge rn:.any. 

It would seem more accurate to say that the Chris

tian drama of salvation creates a ground for the potential 

ra t ionalization of anti-semitism when i t occurs , but 

tha t tts occurrence i s dependent on t he politica l and 

economic well being or l ack of well bein& of the state 

and t he needs incurred thereby . 

Aallen t he educa tor has app li ed himself conscien-

tlous ly es pe cially of l ate to the problems of J ewish 

educa t ion and the Jew i sh Cent er movement . He advoca t ed 

a re - orienta t ion of Jewish education away from tradi 

t i onal s yna gogal cont en t to a new content based on the 

needs an d r ea l it i es o f t he moeeMl Jewish c ommunity , 

pr omo ting and conserving Hebra ic culture and i deals in, 

f or, and through t he l arger pr oces ses of democracy. 

Too , J ewish educa t ion should help our children und~r-

stand ant1- s emit1sm. From the knowledge of anti-



semitiaa the atep is inevitable to a aiailar ac1ent1tic 

knowledge ot the positi•e Jewiah val.uea.49 Be called 

tor a thorough modernization or techniques as well as 

curriculum and was not averse to having the Jewish 

Center cop7 all the tecbn1quea and acti•ities or the 

YMCA in the h1gh17 comptitve game or training and keep

ing Jewa. 

Rounding out the consideration or his Jewiah 

literary activities it must onl7 be added that his talents 

as a critic did not remain unexerciaed in the realm or 

Jewish literature. And here, too, he remained true to 

the pragmatic principle, which ia the most constant 

element in his thinking, from beginning to end. 



CliAPl'ER I II 

Ludwig Lewiaohn 

We are able to gain much insight into Lewi sohn' a 

ea rly development from h i a sensitively introspective 

autobiographical works , Upstr eam, written in 1921, 

( published in 1922) , and Mid- Channel, written in 1928, 

(published in 1929) . 

Born in Berlin in 1882, Lewisohn wa s the product 

of a non-mixed Jewish marriage . Bis parents , however , 

were practically non- observant. Hia fathe r, financ ially 

r ui ne d , partially because of depress i on and partially 

because of f oolish inves tment and handling , brought the 

fami l y to America in 1890 . 

They settled with much d1f ~icult7 in South 

Carolina where an uncle lived. Life in the small vi llnge 

which Lewisohn calls "St . r.~ark" was dull and lonesome . 

Lewisohn was t aken under wine by a gentile woman and 

beca::ta qi:ite unquesti ona bly a Methodist in outlook al

t hough he was not formally converted . The family spent 

only two 1ears in "S t . Msrk " ( 1890-1892) c;.nd then mCTt ed 

to Charle s ton, South Caroli na. 

In Charleston t hey did not identify t aemselves 

as Jews but led an isolated existonce. Here Lewisohn 

was taken to a Catholic church ~ith which he wa s ver y 
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i~pres sed. He entered high s chool and excelled in 

literature. He began during his last year of high school 

to become aware of aex, and fell into the conforming 

patter n which re~arded sex as sin, a patt~rn against the 

hypocrisy or which he was later to rebel so violently, 

and Which was to be a central obstacle in his personal 

life . At the age of fifteen in his cnm words , he was 

"an lu:lerican, a .SOU9therner and a Christian. " Upon gradu

ation from high school he determined to become a professor 

of English literature . 

At the College of Charleston his development in 

Ena lish Literature continued at an unusual ?&ce . Be 

attended the Me thodist Church, taught Sunday School ll'l d 

was a l eader tn the Epworth League during t hese years --

his Christian faith, though cooler, was still unshaken 

up to his junior year . His ex pertencea at college were 

happy . lie was e lec ted to honored student offices, but there 

was always a sense of exclusion which Lewisohn cal le d 

instinctive . In his eighteen t h year he began to s ee 

thin; s mor~ c learly and became utterly fed up with the 

inte llectual inanity of the local cul ture . Be graduated 

from the College of Charleston with many honore. He met 

his firs t rebuff, however, when he was promised then re

fused a chair in Enelish at a loca l Episcopalian Aoademy, 

on personal grounds. But he was only nineteen and hadn't 

.real ly wan ted it that badly, so he d i dn 't nake too much 
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of it. He then a ppl ied to teaching a gencies for a job, 

got no results , and so stayed at home f or a year after 

graduation. 4t the end of this time he applied for a 

fellowship at Both Harvard and Columbia. Neither -.::>uld 

g ive him a fe l lowship or a s cholarship. Tbla waa a 

bitter blow. But he enrolled at Columbia despite hi• 

financial handicaps. 

At Columbia h e was introduced t o modern German 

Literature, and the love he developed for it was to 

cause him t r ouble during World War I. Ria thoughts on 

the "e thical dualism" of the English mind with r eference 

to love and passi on began to crystallize . "Pass i on 

except ~1 th1n mar riage, is the moat degrading of sins . 

Wi t hin marriage it ls forgiven but never mentioned as 

being, even there , unment ionable. Thi s l a the Law." 

This is told to American youths who then slink off into 

dark a l l eys for their love. The y canno t deny their 

nature and they can11ot legitimize it either. 

At the end of the first year he took his master 1 a 

and then a pplied for a fe llrwsh1p. This was denied him. 

He felt bitter but still was not perfe c tly aware of the 

nature of the hostili t y i nvolved. lie went back for a 

s econd year and was enabled to continue by a loan which 

a friendly member or the faculty arranged for him. At 

the end of this year his c lass applied for t eaching 

jobs , but there was no job for him and finally it was 

---
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made clear to him that the reason for his exclusion was 

bis Jewishness . Be realized now for the first time what 

the Jewish "exile" means. "So long as there is discri m

ination there is exile. A.nd for the first time in my 

life my heart turned •1th grief and remorse to the thought 

of my brethren in exile all over the world ••••" He 

had not been elected to his college fraternity eitb8r and 

now this fact together •1th all the subtler hints m d 

warnings came home to him. All this was particularly 

bitter for h im in the light of the beliefs which his 

fa ther and mother , and throu~ them, he had he ld about 

e quality in a democracy and especially 1n the new world 

A~erica . Thus he found the same duality of conscience 

in the matter of equality and democratic justi ce in the 

Anglo-American world as exis t s in the matter of love and 

sex. Ang lo-Americans s peak volumes about freedom and 
~t tf\er e is --. s"'""'P d 1 ~.t.-.y f> 41.t-..at!e"' 

deoocracy, &AG ~•Y aay e • •U'l "'"8 ,tiled •l'h r;en1dfte 't'ford and 

act. This ls one of the grave danger points in the Anglo -

American civili za t ion. 

Having failed t o obtain a teaching job he went to 

work as a hack writer for Doubleday, Page and Company (1904 

- 1905). He referred bitterly to the commercialism of the 

day which saw to it that all marmer of trash was pub

lished as long as it would sell. Thia sickened Lewiaohn 
~ .. t 

and he indulgef in A d i atr1be1 against our predatol'l 

economic s ys t em which pe rmit• such thi n ;::s and which by 



means of this enslaves promising human beings if not in 

body then certainly in soul. He toyed •1th the idea or 

using a pseudonym to cover up h11 Je•iah name, but de• 

cided against it. He marrted Mary 4rnold Crocker, and ftar a 
t..•& 
Aseemed happy enough with his marriage. But later he 

divorced her and this divorce was at the center of one 

ot t he grea test pa1na of his life . Be wrote all kinds of 

short •orke, serialized stories etc. which were so 

popular at the time , in order to keep ali•e. These went 

against the human &nd artistic instincts of his nature . 

His first novel •~s written at this time and it got a few 

good revi ews but was generally attacked by wnat he calls 

t he "proponents of ethical duality. " He once more tried 

to get a teach ing job through Columbia but was everywhere 

refused because he was a Jew. Finally he got an instruc-

t orahip at Wlaconlsn in 1910 , but it waa in the field of 

German, not En.glish. 

At th~ Unlversity of Wi sconsin he was ha ppy and 

successful but he stayed only two years. For financial 

and other reasons he left and went to teach at Ohio Sta ~e 

Untversity • here he stayed for six \.Ulhappy years. 

His mother died during his firs t year at Ohio 

S t a t e (1912) , and a t this time the "tentative and hall'-

prayerful aspiration toward some extramundane source of 

power and good which h ad r emaine d w1. th me from my Chris

tian youth died out entirely." " ••••• In a wor d , I 
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abandoned all faith 1n any form or personal and transcendental 

idealism and gradually adopted the hope for economic 

security and personal f r eedom embodied in the revolu-

tionary movement of our period. No, I am not , like a good 

many liberals shirking the name of Socialism. But I 

would break with Socialism as swiftly as with any other 

system, if it were not to confine the power of society 

over the individual strictly to the sphere or economics. 

hy~e and t he necessity not the characterl -- of 

education; if it were not to leave the personal and mora 

life or the individual absolutely free." Be evidenced a 

grea t ly increasing concern with society now: and continued 

to harp on the distorted notions of morality in our 

dualistic purita_n society. 

During the first World War, Lewisohn rebelled 

agai nst what he termed the "vicious pre judice and dis

tortions built up by propaganda." lie spoke up fear

les sly in defense of German culture. He looked upon 

our propaganda as a sublimation of our frustrated sex

ual1 ty -- phrases like "The Rape of Belgium" etc . l.o 

was brought before the District At torney in Columbus, 

Ohio , on suspicion of sedi~ on , but be was not prose

cuted. His sabbatical year was due now (1919) and so 

he t ook it ~nd did not come back afterwards . 

Be went to New Y0 rk where he taught English 

and Latin to teen-age Nouveau upper-middle class boys 



1n a pri va t e s chool. But he couldn't t ake t his either 

because of the contempt for learning, the arts and re

flection wn.ich these boys brought f r om their homes. They 

wer e inte r ested only in mone7 and machines. The whole 

society was tais way and the effects of the war were 

mak ing it wor se . 

lie l ooked upon the Versailles Peace Treaty as 

a s nam and a trick. Be declared tha t the war left ua in 

ut t e r reac~ion -- and he r a l l ied aga inst the Klu Klux Kl.An 

and one- hundred per c ent Ameri cani s m, which t urn all 

nationa l and religi ous groupings (including Jews) to 

apol ogetics. ~ericaniza tion meal a assimilation. Tnis 

might be al~igbt he maintained , i f we in America had 

s ometh tng of t rue value to wn1ch to assimilat e. But 

the only ~hinps whicn enga ge the passions of the Ang l o 

ALer lcan s t ock are : ba s eball and the prohibition of 

wtne , love , s peculati on and a r t . Actually the friend 

of the Re public, the lover of those values which alone 

'?lake l ife endurable , " •••• mus t bid the German, and 

~ne Jew, the Latin and the Slav t o preserve his cul-

tural t r adi t ion •••• he must pl ead with nim t o r ema in 

spiritually himself until he mel t s natura lly and gradu

ally i n to a richer life , a broader l iberty, a more 

rad i ant artistic and inte l l ectual culture tnan nis own.'' 

Concerning Rus sia he wr ites , "When the great 

revolut i on broke out 1n Russia I f elt a g low and a brief 

hope . But t nat g l ow and that hope ar e also fad ing . 
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F or the purpose of an economic r evolution is to r elease man 

from physical suffering and uncertainty and the resul

tant slavery in order that the individual may be set 

wholly free; 1t is not to cage and her d him into another 

exclusive ideology wtth its dogmas laws and prophe ts. 

The a1m of ultimate revolution must be to destr oy the 

herd and the herd mind and the herd mind 's hardeni ng 

into that moral faith fr om which are born persecuti on 

and disease and war.• 

In Lew1sohn, we are enabled clearly to see the 

growth of the int ellectual pattern that has already made 

i t self so familiar to us . Pacifism and disapproval of 

war aims , contempt for the business mentality and the 

recreat i onal standards of the mob, hatred of racialism 

and the Ku Klux Klan, espousal of the idea of Cultural 

Pl uralism, abandon11ent ot raligi on, early socialism, f r iend-

l iness t o the Russ ian Revol ution, and Puritan- baiting 

'" a l l these tie him~rather tightly -ta with the main-

s tream of early twentieth century Anerican llber6l 

t hought. 

It must onl y be sa1d , to Lewisohn 's credit , that 

he began to gain at l eas t some i nsight into t he t rue 

na ture of t he Bolshevik revolution at a phenomena ll y early 

date , at a timo when it was stil l succeeding fairly 

well in d i s guising i tself as to be accepted to most 

honest i n t ell ectuals . Be did r etai n a certs ' n amount of 
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petience with Russ i a throughout the twenties. It was 

not until t he mid- thir t ies that he, like most of the 

rest of the liberal tntell ectuala, rejected it compl e tely 

and c ondumned it vici ously. 

Turning now t o the second part of hla auto

b i ography, Mid-Channel, we find Lewiaobn taking us back 

from t he time of writing (1928) to the World War. 

Be referred to the war aa t he great event which 

ro~sed him from his fool'a paradise and made h tm see t he 

t rend of our civilization. •ccor ding to his new visi on, 

t ho world needed to be rebuilt after another patter n of 

tnought and al111, The very source of men's emot i onal 

responses needed to be changed and nearly al l fundamenta l 

traditions to be r ever s ed i n o r der that we survive . Not 

too sur pringl y he went to work as an assoc iat e edi tor of 

Th e Na~lon (1920- 1924), end was qui te happy here though 

not completely satisfied . He became sick of his puritan 

bal ting, or so h e cla l med, because actual ly he in hi s 

own person had no c l ue to t he Puritan mental i ty or mode s 

of feel i ng . He was alien to t he Puritan cluture wher~as 

his contemporaries like Mencken and Lewis who were bait-

ing them were at l east a part of the culture and had i n -

s 1ght into them. -If Lewiaobn really did become s i ck of h1s Puritan 

baiting he certa inly exert ed ~ superhuman effort in over

~oming his aicD!ess by 1932 when he published Expression 
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in America. Th is ls an excellent survey and evaluation 

of A.~ericen literature but it r efl ects an al mos t psyoho

pathtia1c preoccupation wi th Puritanism and s ex. Lewisohn 

s ees puri t anism in all uvl ls and finds in puritanism the 

source for al l subsequent prudery and benightedness in 

America with r espect to s ex. One reviewer50 was moved 

to coi n the t er m "Purtt~nlphobia" with regar d to thi s 

book. 

Fur thermore , Lewi sohn' s cl oseness to Mencken 

was c leverly deple ted in an i nf or mal conversation bet•een 

the two ' h1cb was t r anscribed in Living Age on March 1, 

1930 , 51 in the c ourse of which they d i ssect American 

mores ~ 1th deft str okes of the tongue . As a matter 

of fact , Lew1 sohn ' s change of hear t t oward America upon 

his r eturn to this country in 1934 t s most significant 

i n tho light of h i s t hor oughLol n, di sapproval a s late 

as 1931 . 

One item m.:>re i n ?BS i ng concerning Expression 

i n America ts n1s undisgui sed pas s i on for psychol oc i cal 

jar .on so completel y r eminiscent of Kallen ' s style in 

Why Religion and so much rela ted to t he sc ientiftc 

te~per of the decade . 

Re turntnc to the autobi oGr opby we f ind 

tbat Lewtsohn now b6~lns to di scl ose the events 

~hich led up to what h e call ed his Te shuvab --

the effects of which , so he cl a i ms , ar e primary tn 

shapi ng his lite r ar y and intellectual accom-

-
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pl1shment from the mid twenties on. 52 

In the fall of 1919 he received an invitation to 

give a s eries of l ectures in tbe large mid-western cities. 

With t wo exceptions all were before Jewish groups. On 

this tour f or the f irst t i me he became aware of an 

attnch.~ent and a common ground that he must hold with hie 

f e llow Jews. They helped him immensely, he writes , "by 

just beinf what they were ." The meditative r esults of 

these contacts were a repudi at i on of the-unreal, mislead-
,, 

1ng liber alism of the nineteenth century . In his later 

writings, Lewisohn is des t ined to ne gate completely t he 

emanc i pation and the liberalism of the nineteenth cen tury 

which said too simply t ha t everybody was exac t ly the same . 

" •••• Men are different, belong to different families 

nnd are Krtown primarily and recognize d primarily by the 

faml l y or race from which they come . Liber alism doe s not 

consi s t i n bl ind ing oneself f r om this f a c t -- such a course 

\.t~na lly resul ta in greater disappointments and frustra-

tions. True liberalism cons is ts in recogni ?.1ng this fac t , 

actually encouraging each gr oup to its own individual and 

different way of developing, upholding the right for it to 

so do , and welcoming it for its very d ifferences into the 

democra tic assoc iati on so t hat it may in i t s own way 

enrich the democr acy. 0 

"The concl us i on , then which my contact wi t . Jews 

Jus t ified an d confirmed was t his : to r se from rry lack 

and conritsion into a truly human life, a life with its 
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rig.ht r e lation t o man and God, to the concrete and the 

universal; i t was necessary for me to affi r m in quite 

o t her rash1on than I had ye t done the re-integration 

of rey entire consciousness with the historic and ethnic 

t r adition or which I was a part. My Gentile friends a.Iii 

an d comrades were instinc tively int egrated with their 

o~'n . That compl e teness and assurance could, alas, neve r 

be the porti on or fll1 Jewish generation. But I believed 

t ha t , when I had a chieved tha t integration as far as 

pos s ible, I would no longer need or want to ask: What 

do you live by1 What ultimate sat isfaction sustains you? 

I wou ld no t ask . I would know. I would live the secret 

&nd i t would be mtne t oo . And I may say at once that 

belief has pr oved itself t o be wholly true." 

He c ont1nued t o rail against the pse udo- liberal 

ism of the ni ne teenth cent ury from the poin t of view that 

~ t caused J ews t o ou t rage a set of vene r abl e i n s t i nc ts 

pr~~er and r.ative t o t hei r k i nd . The ins t incts of one 's 

blood were treated as mouldy e hetto pr ejudices, Gentile 

trai ts were always pre rerred to one's own . Thi s l ed t o 

Jewish an tl- semitism of whi ch Lewiaohn admits hi s own 

gui lt. Be has hours in "'11. tch he ha s been ready to 

" curse the day on whi ch t he magnanimous Les s ing pa tted 

on the crooked should er a cert ain Moses Mendelssohn." 

In the meantime his w~ole personal life was 

b~ing tortured by che divorce process. Th is appar ently 

was a very rancor ous aff a ir, and i t so a ffected Lowisohn 



es to become the theme for many novels end short s tories 

most notably The Case of Mr, Crump (1926) , and it la 

tempting to opeculate as to the efrec t of thi s unhapp7 

adventure in matrimony on Lewtaohn'a headlong rush back 

to reliR1on. 

Somet i me around 1920 or 1921 ne met Kurt Blumen

fe ld, head of the German Z1on1eta at a Kenorab Banquet 

i n Boston. The l atter made a great impres s ion on him 

not only as a person but as a symbol that Jews are at 

l a st band ing ogether for conmon action a s ~. not as 

assimilation i sts. Through Blume nfe ld he met Weizmann. 

I t was soon agr eed that at the earliest poeslble moment 

Lewtsoha was to go to Poland and t hence to Pales t i ne to 

do a series fo r The Nation. Lewiaohn welcomed the thought • 

•• e was perfectly willing to get out of the country at 

l east f or a while. Be was to bring h i s espousal or the 

Zioni s t Cause t o f ull expr e s s i on in Israel (1925) . 

This book is his f irst post- Te s huvab Je•lsb work 

of major propor tions . In it he incorpor a tes sooe moving 

descriptions of Jews and tholr communit ies as he has 

s een t hem in Europe and Palestine but h e is mainly 

interested i n preaching a nd the burden of h is preaching 

i s aimed against assimilation. With mystic sadness he 

warns t hat " the cause of modern ant1 -sem1t1sm ls 

ass i mi lation."53 He assumes, whebhe r intentionally o~ 

no t , the mantle or a Hosea , explaining ant1-sem1 t 1&m a s 

Yahweh 's punJ shment f or the syncre t ism of Israel as it 
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• tlre . This of course makes f or powerful writing but it 

compl etely overlooks the hl stor1ca l fac ts. 

4se1m1lst1on has a l ways a ccompanied t he integra

tion of t he Jews into the economy of a land , said 1ntegra-·-tton taking place 1n t i me of economi c well- being and 

pr os pe r lt7. But prosperous economies have gradually 

crumbled one by one , and once the economic sub-s t ratum 

of a land begins to contract and no longer permits ot 

integration, the Jews , who have become &ss1m1lated are 

squeezed out . Thus 1t may be accurate to say that anti

semi t ism has f ol l owed ass1m1la t i on -- this ls the super

fic ia l t r utn , but to s a y that •the cause of modern ant1 -

semi t 1sm is as s l mi la t l on" goes beyond the limits e ven of 

poet t c license a nd such a m1slead1ng ldea ls all the more 

pathetic comltg f r om one whose a vowed purpose is to try 

to allay the suffer1nG of J~ws and pr epare them to meet 

the ir problems . 

I n Is rael , he enuncia te s a doctrine tha t is to 

recur ln a hundr ed gui ses i n his la t er writings i n all 

med ia, the doctrine of aChr1 s t 1an Paganism. • Ther e would 

be nothing wrong with ~hr1s tian1ty nad i t no t been 

corrupted by the post- ?auli n1a.n pagans . 'r he teachings 

of Jesus are moral and e thical , of the same cloth as 

Jewish t eaching. 

"Primi t ive Caristianlty ls J ewi sh ••• " but it 
" ••• ha s nevar conv6r t ed the Gentiles . The 
pomp of Rome and her ~ods 1s in the S0 uth; 
Germanic f estivals and legends and epics r ul e 

-
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the Nor th •• •• the chivalric warlike Gentile 
does not find himself ln the G0 spel. He has 
to b e conver ted again and again. When it 
s ui ts him he abrogates the teachings of his 
faith, and51rreachea bate ln the name ot 
Jesus • ••• 

• •••• Christianity has nev ~ r changed t he rea l 
char acter of the pagan world. The broad_,masses 
of manki nd are still pagan barbarians ."5~ 

If Christianity wef'e to re turn to the ideals of 

Jesus end actua l ly Christianize (or r a ther Judai ze ) , the 
ft 

T1orl.d v.h1ct. is now Pagan and u¥eemed mi17,ht attain salva-

tion . 

The book is highly pacifistic . One of the great

est laurels ne can place on the head of Polish J ewry is 

the fac t t hat " t hey fought conscri ption by Jll.S s ive 

res i s t ance ." Lewisohn , like Kallen, has a strotlg bias 

~~r East-European J ews despite his German bir th. He 

became pro- Amer i can Jewi sh Congress later on, and he 

wa~ victim to the i dentical misunderstanding of East-

Europ~an Je~ish developments , as was Kal l en, going on 

t o mal{e the rather absurd s t ate::nen t : "They (East

European Jews) f ought Russif1cation and Polonizat ion in 

~ha same manner (1 .e. passively) . 56 

Also interesting i s Lewisohn' s formula t i on of 

the "Jewish Ethos" wnich i s the P.ure and spontaneou.s. 

expression of the unique Jewish character and dest1DJ. 

He speaks of this Jewish Athos as e new humanism, com· 

pounded of knowl e dge and peace , ethics and moral ity. 

Any attempt to explain t,h e roo ts of Jewish char acter 
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s being even to the slightest degree due to external 

f actor s ie angrily diamiased by Lewiaohn as anti

s em.1 tiem i f by Gentile and self- hatr ed if by Jew. 

At any r a te , his trip to Europe strengthened 

h1a ant1-aes1m1lat1oni s t and anti-Christian fee l i ngs and 

set hi m mo r e surel y on hie path t han ever before . <flae 

had no great sympathy f or the American li terary expatri

ate s or t h ls period , Si' claiming to be d i fferent from 

them since he wants more , not l eaff bourgeois r esponsi-

blli t ies , more, not leas order and dignity of life even 

in external t hings. He wants to be more bound -- t hough 

t he bonds be rationally chosen -- never less . 

Lewisohn went to Poland and Palestine at the end 

of 1924. He made a t r i p to North Afr ica a nd t he Jewi sh 

communit ies there sometime in 1926 or 1927, for the 

purpobe of observing the fate of Judai sm i n a to t al l y . . 
H• cJ1ffcre••t•tcJ IMtw...,_ ..,.. '°"'!f!s.e• or•~-.t.J c1vi/1ult. 

diff erent c1v1llzat1o~Aof t he Jews and the nihili s t ic 

oriental c ivili za t i on of the rest of the orient. He 

be ·~an to study the rabbinic sources , Talmud and Midrash 

at this time . 

Lewisohn and his s e cond wife (Thelma BoW!'lan 

Spear ) " • •• do not pr actice the ml t zvot and halakhot in 

(the ir) home . But (they) are very sure that t h e s pirit 

of the decisions of the sages, profoundly applicable 

to modern life as it happily ls , i s the dominant s pirit 

of (their) house. " As for his God- concept: " If then, 

I say God , I name by that name e concept i mplic it in 
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namely or a force , trend, direction within t he tmiverse 

wnich we cont inuously fortify by our c ooperation, 

though we are tree to k eep as a last, faint, metaphysical 

hope the notion that it is anterior to us. The contin-

uous creation by ourselves of that i lTltl\anent force ia 

the ul t imate meaning of the famous phrase of Kiddush 

haShem." 

In an ar t icle in The Nation in 192458 he becomes 

mor e specific abou t hi s concept of Kiddush haShem. "If 

w& are mar tyred because we are for pe~ce when all are 

for war, when we are internat ionalist i n t he face of 

nationalism then we will author our own inner salva tion 

for we will be embr ac ing our fate." While he is not yet 

a pr oponent of formalis t ic r eligion (actually r e jecting 

r i t ua l s and metaphysi cal assumptions 1n t h i s ar t i c le) he 

1~ t olerant of or gan1zed Judaism saying let ther e be 

r abbis -- but le t them pr each peace . 

Allusion must be made to one more very i mpor t ant 

periodica l arti cle by Lewisohn which appea red at t he en~ 

of the period cover ed by Mid-Channel in which he sta t es 

hi s pol i tica l faith as an a r t ist. 59 "Th e man of letters," 

h~ wri tes , "does not look upon lite rature as a mere ar t , 

he le a 1 wel tver besserer, 1 a very pol itical animal ." 

This 1s an especial necessi ty considering t he crucial 

· period through which the world is go 1.'ng today ( , 928). 
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~ussol1n1 to r br1ng1ng order to Ita ly t ha t the man of 

letters must s peak out agai,ns t this . "The Fascist 

reg i me i s an image of disorder, if order means harmony 

and peace, t r i t means tha t a people•s politi cal insti-

tutiona mus t be a developmen t and pr o jection of i t s 

char ac t e r and needs . (Onderl1n1.ng belongs to au thor 

note agai n t h e tdea of t he ethos of a people stemming 

f r om i t s " unique charact er"). Imposed uni f ormity is 

not or der ." 

Ir th1s be so, then t he ~an of letters w1ll be 

chal lenAe d as to 11lhy he is kinde r to the Soviet dic

tatorshi p . Lew1a ohn admi ts t hat t he man of letters haa 

a tendency to be a parlor Bolshevi st despite the fact 

that h e has knowl edge of cond i tions in Russ i a that 

would be unendura ble t o any l i bertari an . But this i s 

becaus e wi th the Sovietf socie t y t here 1s at l east the 

ho~~ that tt will change -- that it will re - admit 

liberty and f l exibi l i t y . If it doesn ' t it will perish . 

~eanwh1le like all revolutions it is i ntol e r an t 1n 

def ense of a c entr a l idea . Tnis 1s r at i onalize6 by the 

rAc t that American rebels wer en ' t k i nd to t he Tortes 

either . At lea st, says Lev11s ohn, the Sovi et govern-

ment hasn ' t sought wea l th or power, 1 t bas overthrown 

the se and s ought to r ais e t he l owly, i t has permittod 
,,. 

the va r i ous r epubl i cs wi t~ the USSR to maincain t~r 



88. 

own speech and traditions. Russia today ls far from the 

ideal of t he man of letters, but if he had to live there 

he would try to cooperate patiently and hope. Wha t would 

there be with wh1cb to cooperate or be patient in Italy 

or Rumanla which are steeped in Paganism, l and-grabbing 

and empire bui l ding. 

He comes out agalnst so-called "practical politics~ 

or business polltlca. Balance of power, protection of 

exported capi ta l , res t rictive laws - - all these are 

l iterally futile. Tney have no connection with the aim 

of every soci a l order, which i s to permit t he individual 

to lead the good life. "Economic security ls neces sary to 

t h is end , but not weal t h; freedom no t power; brotherhood 

not dominance . And the good life ls not an enforced way 

of life; it has nothing to do wi t h any man's t heories 

conce rning his fe l lows; it consists in the freedom of a 

dls clpllned wi l l - - therei n also consists t rue order . 

Froedom l s order ; variety ••• is order . " 

The aim then of all the polit i cal t hinking and 

acting of the men of letters ls for "security to l lvr the 

good l ife within society. " 

What is perha ps Lewisohn's best novel f a lls into 

t hi s ~id-Channel period ending with the cl ose of th e 

twanties - - that ts 'rue Island Wi thin (1928) . In this 

book we f ind for the first time the Jewish polemic s 

· which are to characterize all of his subsequent fiction 

works. He t r aces a Jewish family t hrough three genera-
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Yl tzchock who s uffe red to preserve his Jewishness to 

Arthur Levy who tries to cover his Jewishness , becomes a 

psychiatrist and intermarries. But Levy somehow cannot 

f orge t hi s racial background and in the end leaves bis 

wife to go on a Jew1sn mission to t h e Balkans. Lewiaohn's 

primary t heme is that the J ew cannot live a full life, 

car.not feel at home on earth if be repudiates his heritage 

and tri es to assimilate hi mself. There can hardly be any 

que stion as to who the main character of Island Within i s 

-- Arthur Levy ls Ludwig Lewisohn, just as Herbert Crump was 

Ludwig Lewisohn. There 1a almost as much autobi ography 

as fict i on in Lewisohn's r irst two important novels. 

We t urn now t o Lewisohn1 s activities in the t ime 

s ir~e Mid- Cha nnel, - - the t hirties and fortie s . During 

th is period Lewisohn's preoccupa tion with J e• ish theme s 

mo st s pec ificall y • 1th Zi onism took on an almost obsessive 

charac~or . After wr i ting a handful of articles on general 

politica l a nd ph1losoph~cal ~hemes during the early thir ties , 

ne plunge d i nto purely Jewish pr oblems to the exclus ion 

oa virtually all else . Even as lite r ary c ritic he is 

interested pr imari ly in Jewish literature f r om t his point on. 

n1tl erism, as we shall see , l s one of the keys to this 

development 1n Lew1sohn. 

The few articles that Lewisohn did write on no.1-

Jewish s ubjects in thi r t ie s a r e o ;., significant 1n terms 
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of his philosophical development and should be considered 

first. 

Writing in ll!rper•s Magaz1~• in 193060 he comes 

to the conclusion that the purely critical age in American 

•rl t ing, whose attitude was that life ls •rtdlculous and 

di s gus t ing" is drawing to a close. There ls necessity 

for new va lues, new aff irmations, out of which t o create 

and guide both life and art. This is not generally recog

n i zed yet~he fears . "The mor al and spiritual nihilists 

are playing int o the hands of all whom they hate and 

dr ead , of all the forces of darkness and intole rance ••• 

We shall not return to the soggy self- complacency and 

rosy opti mi sm of Ruskin. Never theless (Ruskin) had hold 

of a fundamental truth. Sound art requires strong 

r ff1:rrnat1ons ; grea t art stands tn the service of man and 

God ••• • Babbt tt has been ta~ht to know himself for what 

he is . He reads, I stron ~ly suspect, The American Mercury; 

he at.J h i s childr en begin to demand the bread of ar t •••• 

lf they a r e denied the nourish.~ent of sound ideas •••• they 

may turn t o delusions more menacing t han t hose from whic~ 

the writers of t he critical age succeeded in rescuing them 

iu the past fifteen years . " 

Thi s article i s the very earliest intimation, 

and i t is only an 1ntima~1on , of the a pproach of Lewisohn' s 

reaction t o t he liberal scienti fic s piri t of the t wen tLOS 

~hich is dest i ned Lo culminate in a complete negation of 
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Acience and the enlightenment by the time of t he s econd 

World War and a headlong rush into the arms or romanticism 

and nee -orthodoxy - - which movement as we have seen gained 

~reat impetus in the late thirties. 

It 1s no t until two and half years later 1n 

another article in Harper•s61 t1hat t he 1nt1mat1on becomes --
a reality. Here h e wrote tha t t he "Machine Age" does not 

represent an age of progress . It has provided means that 

ar~ d i fferent and new, but 1t has given us n o new ends. 

The question, in fact , arises as to whether in our ~onder 

over the new means we have not begun t o forget the old, the 

eternal ends . Wisdom will lead us to our unchanc:;ing 0oa ls 

t o progress not machines . Progr ess ls pos s ible only 

if we re t race our steps to where "machine ageness" struck 

us and revert to the old historic ways of thinking. 

Just a few months later Lewisohn publicly dis-

62 c la i med bis former socialist leanings. He stat ed his 

f a i t h in the middle cl ass and pres ented his case for the 

d1gn1ty and worth of the bour geois. The bourgeoi s, he 

r ationalize s , is eternal . Be is not just a pr oduct of 

indus trialism. It is he who has conserve d c1vili zat1 on, a&t 

tt ms e•· z, not t he masses who rueh to enlist in armies, 

wh ite or red, and not the oligarchs. Surplus profits 

may be unethi cal and orivate pr oper t y may have to be 

destroyed as an e conomic techni que . But "bourgeo1 s deology'' 

mus t never be de $troyed. Events 1n Europe involving the 

extr emes of both the right and the left have moved 
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Lewi aohn directly into the middle of the road. 

A year later ln 1934 Lewisohn came back home &.fter 

having s pent ten years 1n Europe. He celebrated the 
63 occas i on with a gl owing tribute in Harper's Magazi ne to 

the tmerican system intersper sed with contempt-laden stabs 

a t both Communists and Fasc ists . He upbolos President 

Roosevelt and the New Deal in this article saying t he 

menace of t his a ge l ies not in a change or economic tech

nique kept a t rictl1 on i ts own plane and dealing strictly 

,.1 th what comes wit.'tln i ts f r amework. The menace of this 

age is that "both Pasc iam and Communism seek not to reF;U

late the body but to murder the soul". The New Deal's 

virtue is that i t works in t he realm of economic techni que 

and does not t&~per with the soul. 

This article was of further significance in that 
.. . in it Le,ti s ohn r efuted t he t heory or economic determi tnism 

snd established the innate character of the American people 

w o;h the following s tatement, "We have depression here in 

America and still our life is mor al ••• Our people have 

moral qualities." Sub s equent ~tatls tics had an i nter esting 

stor y t o tell of the effec ts of the de pr ession on mor als. 

Some of these have already been mentioned in the first 

chapt~r . Furthermor e any anal ogy between the effec ts of 

t he de pr e s sion on the Amer1c!lll economic struc ture and on 

the European is quite a bsurd to be gin w1tb. 

The r e turn of the pr od i gal Lewisohn to America 

and the bourge o1P1e is completed with an article in the 
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Forum_ in April of 1936 entitled "In Defense of the 

Acquisitive Instinct." Here he wro te that "the acquisitive 

inst inct is closely integrated with the creat ive ins t inct. " 

It is an instrument of human ind ividuation. People should 

have the sound sense t o admit, "certainly I 11>rk for money, 

for money is convertible into those rewards whi ch are sym

bols within a genuine hierarchy of common human worth." 

Lewisohn edclits that of course the acquisitive i nstinct 

shoul dn ' t be abused . But in his enthusiasm he overlooks 

the extent to which it has been abused - - not just by cap-

t a i ns of industry but by an entire gonerat ion of common men 

who all through the twenttea knew no other values but the 

values of acquisition . lie forgets the fee lings or r evUfiton 

he hi mself had , as he wrote in Upstream, for the upper 

middle class New Y0 rk families whose s ons he unsuccessfully 

t r ied to tutor . Lew1s ohn1 s raturn to America i ndeed repre-

sents a long r oad back. 

It rdmalns only to consider Lewtsohn's Jewish 

writi ng in the time s ince Mid - Channel . 
,.._+«. ""a1e."'"+.t!s 

I t was preea9}7 durin~ t he •8PY e&P.ty •hiP~lee that 

Lew1s ohn came into con tac t with a dist i nctively Jewish expre ss-

ion of t he r omantic r eaction to ra tionalism as embodie4 in 

th~ t hinki ng of Martin Buber. This contac t was of gr eat 

consequence to Lewlsohn as h e himse l f admi ts, and as 

evidenced by the t emper of virt ually all his writin( f r om 

the late t hirties onward . But it is quite probably that 

Lewisohn would e ventually have a r r i ved et the same dest1na-
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devastating events of the thirties on this personality which 

had a lready experienced the need f or a Teshuvah in the early 

t went ies could hardly have been otherwise. 

Low1sobn was one of the contributing editors of 

Opinion from the very inception of that periodical in 1931. 

I n 1t appeared numerous s hort stories and short novels in 

s erial i zed f orm the burden of which was anti - assimilation-

i s m. 

The few non- fiction articles h e published in Opinion 

are mostly on th~ same subject or on other well known 

Lew1sohn1an sub~ects such a s doc trine or Chr is t ian paganism 

or e l s e on Zionism. 

Three items i n Opinion a re of s pecial s i gnificance 

ho e ver. In a series of character sketches enti t led 

"Pr o l ogue to a Uovel"64 he intr oduces us t o a Jew named 

: ehuda Brenner whose r esembl ance t o Lewisohn is h a r dly 

accidental . Re i s a ~ree- th1nker, he eats "trefe" but he wears 

phyl a c t erie s and a "yarmulke" and he finds a " great 

ess enc e" in Chassidi sm despi te its corruptions . "I believe,• 

Le~tsohn says through Brenner, "in the belief of t h ese 

poor men in Israel • •• • t heir beli ef bring s t hem near to 

the centra l t ruth of thlnes end of t he universe and of 

God " • ••• " The learned and wise of the world s hould add t nis 

" to t heir own belief. Lewi sohn 1 s new- orthodoxy or ne ' -

Chassi d1sm is no t yet fully developed however. It will 

reach its c l imax in Th e Ame r i can J ew (Farra r , Straus 1950) 
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se we shall see. 

A seco1d important item is ~poem entitled "There 

Is No Peace.•65 Lewisohn who has been as consistent and 

outspoken a pacifist as any of h is contemporaries even JBSt 

the depr ession int o the early t hirties, has by this time 

rejected h is pacifism, but with a vengeance . 66 He is siok 

or running, he writes . He woul d join the battle and pour 

ou t our blood to mix with tba poi son of our enemies. We 

must defy them now or else go down through the ages as 

s laves or worse yet as c lowns. 
67 

One mo re poem s p9earing i n Opinion in 1941 is 

noteworthy. In i t Lewiaohn expr~sses for the fi r st time his 

CJnicism and l os s of fsitb in Britain and the Balfour 

Dec l aration. His anti- British views are not softened by 

the f act that Britain is fighting Bitler Gormany practically 

singl e - handedly a t this ti me. It seems as t hough he has 

f .nal ly gotten c lear insi~ht into the true nature of 

Br itish Near East policy . 

While in Europe in the early t hirties Lewi s ohn 

go t a c l ose view of Hitle riam and spoke out a gainst lt 

ferven t ly. He was one of the f irst to predict the true 

intent of Hitlerlam which ls the exter minat ion of a l l Jews 

irrespective of politica l affil l ations . 68 H~did t his at a 

time when most Jewish leaders were still wishfully main

taining that Hi tler wasn't rea lly serious . Despite his 

. accurate predic tion however one gets the i mpression that 

he d id not actually have f ull i ns i ght i nto the basic caus es 
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ded69 that thi s persecution was wiparall elled in history. 

It was the first one where the persec uted have sold out 

s piritually (1.e. assimilated) to their oppressors at the 

latter's invitation and command . And he pointed out the 

fact tha t he had warned or the consequence s of ass imilation 

in Israel but no one would heed. 

The fall aoy involved 1n this sort of writing must 

be pointe d out. Not onl y does the Hitler brand of anti-

s omit1sm have par allels i n history, but it is 1n it s 

rurtdamental out lines, a near perfect replica of virtually 

every movement of organized anti-s~mi tism that has seen 

and darkened the light of day. 'I"ne J ews of Germany in the 

twel fth cent ury we r e given s pe c ial pr o tection, by the Holy 

Ro:nan Emperor Henry I V. They were i nvited in to Cour t 

posit i ons and not a few of them completely assimil ated 

~ne~selves . ¥1t h1n a century however the soc ial and 

Bconom1c situa tion had so detertor ated ln Germany that the 

very same ruling house that had invited them in now confis-

cated their property and even l owered them to the unpre-

cedented degradation of being sol d into serfdom. 

The Jews 1n the twelfth and thirteenth century 

Spi1n tmder the early Christian ki ngs were the r oyel 

favori t es. Many of them wer e the ta.x collec tors for the 

kings ; their situation was prosperous. Many of them 

actually converted vo luntarily, more of t hem ass i~ilated . 

By the end of the fourteenth century and throu£:,hout the 
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fifteenth century, the same type of d1slntegrat1on had 

attacked the Spanish social and e conomic s tructure and not 

only the assimilated , but even the convert ed became vic

tims of the i nfamo s inquisiti on. The pattern is analogous 

later i n Poland -- adequa tely aocumenting the fact that Hit

lerian ant1- s om1.t1sm is baaically l ike all other anti-

semitisms . 

With the expansion of the German economy i n the 

latt~r ha l f of the nine teenth centur~ emancipation w~s 

graIJted the Jaws and t hey were easily i ntegrated into the 

busi ness and profess i onal life of that l and -- often a t t ain• 

ing to positions of great pre stige . The first World War 

~arked the beginn1ng of t he end of an i ndependent German 

economy. J ews were beginning to f eet pr essures even in 
s the t•'ent1es. The c r eat depre'1on was the crol'ning bl ow 

end H1tler 1 s rise was not l on•\ in coming. 

To repeat, an t i - sem1ti sm arises in a nswer to the 

~eeds of a soc iety in eri s s not i n answer t o assi milat i on 

-- though assimilat i on has usually taken place wherever the 

Jews have successfull y integrlited thems~lves into the 

e conomy of a country 1n the per iods of pr~er1ty w~ich 

precede crisis. ~o other explana~1on can account fo r the 

comple te rever sal of attitude i n the same places toward 

t he Jews , and t ake so comple t ely i nto account the kno1'1'1 

fac ts of economic and soc ial history. 

Lewlsohn's accuracy re&arding Nazism seems to 

s tem from h i s pass i onate almost mystic belief i n t he 
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punishment that as similation reaps, which belief he feels 

must be vindica t ed for e.11 to see, ,....uw .. ~ "'-"" fw. "~~'i· 
In an a rticle i n The Nati on in l93370 b e continues 

hi s anti- Hitlerian a c i t a t i on with a psycho- analysis ot Nazi 

behavi or in 1tl1ch he tinda the characteris tics of homo-

se~uality and homo- centric er oti c i sm. 

In Harper's the same year 71 be s hows signs of getting 

on the h i s t or i cel track or Ger man behavior only to become 

side trac ked by psycho-analysis befor e he can car ry i t 

tnr ough l o i cally . He writes that perhaps the pre sent German 

cha r ac ter can be t r aced back t o t he i nab ility of the Ge r mans 

t o uni tu i n the eight eenth century the way t he English a nd 

Fr 6nch d i d , and t o get i n t o the empire building ga me . 

Thus, he deduces , the Germane f eel l eft ou t and inf erior and 

suek to compensa te f or t hose f eelings or inferiority a s does 

any neurotic . 

It must be made c lear t ha t the role of psych ol ogy 

ls not t o be dismiss ed i n an y considerati on of anti-semttism. 

But t h ls r ole can be played onl y ai' ter the need f or lt has 

been e s tabli shed , j us t a s t he i ndividual psychotic deve l "ps 

a cer t ain syndr ome of behavi or pat t erns i n r esponse t o 

p~& ssures wh i ch cause i n him a psycholoei c al need . Mob 

psychology is i ndeed a pot ent weapon in the hands of the 

anti-semite, but the c aus es of anti - semitism cannot be ex-

pl ained in t e r ms of i t. 

or the ~.any novels .Lew1s ohn wrote during t he 

thir ties , one mus t be mentioned . Tha t is Trumpet ot 
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Jubllee. 72 This novel is deeply esco~d in neo-ortbodoxy. 

He has the same view of Chris ~ ianity as having been too 

much influenced by paganism. He looks upon the ~ 

Christianity as a part of t he ancient Hebrew f a i th and 

calls upon the religious forces of the Judaeo -Christian 

1''0rld to defend themselves against all man made fai t bs , 

including Capitalism, Bolshevism, Fasc ism and Nazism. 

In order that his r e ligi ous ra1th shall triumph 

he is willing to see all of civilization destr oyed -- a 

pr os pect he actual l y conceives of in t he epilogue of this 

novel . Somehow , throughout an a ge of total chaos, the 

s pirit of God mana~es to hover and i s finally perceived 

a~a in by a re-emergin~ humani t y. Thi s is a Lewi sohn 

tota lly r epelled by ccnte~porary civilizati on , one who 

h~J completely r ejected h is pa cifism (he calmly sends h is 

hero in to the f i nal b a ttle, on the side of t he forces of 

rigl teousn~ss at Armageddon) and who no l onge r has f aith 

1n any type of human effor t ln atta ining riehteousness . 

Ci vili zat i on as we know it must be destr oyed befor e any 

new building can be done. 

Between 1934 wh en he r e turned f r om Europe , and 

Lewisobn s pen t a ROOd dea l of his time as a Zionist 

lecturer speaking befor~ some f our hundred and fif ty 

gr oups . His Zionism a s we would expect is of a fiercely 

111litant brand. 

In 1939 he published a f ull l eng t h non- f ic t ion 
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work, The A.ns wer,73 whioh was a typi cal display ot fanati

cal Lewiaohnian Zionism. 

Lewisohn became editor or the ZOA publica tion 

New Palestine, in 19~3 , after ~av1ng been a f requent 

c~ntr1butor for several years befor e , and retatnec that 

position unti l 1948. His pol emioizing hewed to the old 

familiar l i nes : 

"Zioni sm is among o ther things , a t otal 
impl i cit negati on or e i ghteenth cen tury 
enlightenment ~d nineteenth century 
materialism."74 

These , of course , are the sources of all evil, which makes 

Zionism a.n even more wor thwhile cause . 

T!.e 1ntegri ty of Lewi s ohn ' s devot i on to the 

Zioni st cause was unquestionable. He wa s consistently ant1-

Co'U!DU.n1st 75 and ant i - British76 throughout the war years 

~ en Russian and Bri tain were allies of tho United Sta t es 

and it !Jlir ht have been better public policy to mitigate 

h ~ animosity toward t hem. 

He was not t o t ally neglectful of the need for 

hnMl1on1 z1ng Zionism with Americani sm however. He goe s 

to p)"ea t lengths to prove that there is n o incompat ibility 

between being a Zionist and being an American no t only in 

~he pages of New Palestine77 but a l so in bis l 9SO attempt 

to write a "Moreb Nebukb1m" for ou.- time, The American 

Jew. 78 ~In this book he takes cognizance of the gener~l 
state of anxiety 1n ltl l ch wester n man finds himself. 

Lewisohn places the blame for this anxiwt y not 
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aurpria1ngl7 at the feet ot nineteenth centU17 godlessness. 

which la nothing leas than the whole of the scientific 

movement. Man put his entire faith in the promises ot 

science and hl• faith has been repayed with the rise or 

totalitarianism on every front. 

In the Jewish case specifically. it is the god

lessness ot the so-called emancipation which attempted "to 

emancipate us not.!! ourselves but 1:£2!! ourselvea."79 that 

is at the root ot all our anxiet7. The only Jews who re

fused to succumb to the false emancipation were the 

O~thodox and later the Zionists. He restates the case 

against assimilation which la the result of the emancipa

tion and which brings in it• wake anti-semitism and Jewish 

self-hatred. 

What shall the American Jew do in the face of his 

anxiety to attain salvation! The American Jew must re

Judaize himself• he must return to the God ot hi• fathers 

and the faith ot hi• fathers. This must be a complete 

return. The traditional torma have been the sole instru

mentality of preserving the Jewish peoplie acroaa the ages. 

These torma must be revitalised in order that the Galuth comnurdt7 

in America be enabled to transcend. In the oultural.17 

pluralistic .American emancipation. 'l'he aasimllatoJ-7 sub

servience ot the Galuth oomnunitiea 1Dlder the old 

d~mocrac7 the Jew can affirm hls patr1ot1aa with absolute 

consistency by being a good Jew. In tact. as we shall 
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soon see , Lew1sohn unmistakably implies that re-J udaiza

t1on ls indispensable t o Americ a - - t o refra in from 

J ud a1zat1on \'Ould be unpatriotic . 

At any rate, to be a good Jew one must not only 

~rofess his J ewish faith but must keep ~ t h e traditional 

observanco3, (Kashrut , Shabba t , prayer three t imes per 

day, e tc.), perform all the mitzvot pr e scribed i n the 

Tor&h and innnerse himself in Jewish knowledge . 

The Amer i can Jew mus t re-Judaize himself for the 

sake of Israel, for without r e-Juda1zat1on there is no 

i.e9l thy Zionism. But ahove all ( and thi s is an interest

t ne insight} he mua t do so for t he sake of America . For 

i f he a ssimila tes h~re i n America, then accor ding to the 

Lewisohnian teaching ant1 - sem1t1sm will have to arise 

here to pun18h htm. 

Under the r a i gn of ant1 - sem1t1sm Amer ica will 

beco~e a slave state , and the last bastion of liberty will 

crRsh int o chaos . I r this ha ppens a ll of the frew wo r ld , 

includ ing I srael and wor ld Jewry, is of cours e doo'lled . 

Thi s is an awesome power we J ews apparentlv have , 

bu t t hen it is not r eally too surprising to hear such 

gr and iose (and erroneous) ideas from Lewisohn who hes a s 

nf now identified himself so compl ete ly with Or thodox 

Jewi sh thinking tha t he can only concei ve of the Jewish 

people l n e schat ological terms . 



CHAPTER IV 

Morris Raphae l Cohen 

Morris R. Cohen's autobiography, A Dreamer's 

J ourne1, 80 publ ished posthumously is a r a ther reliable 

docwnent despi t e the hazards of writing i n the f irst 

pers on . Cohen had few axes t o gri nd. I f t he re was any 

cause to • hlch he was pass i onately devoted l t was only to 

t he cause of the critica l sc ientific method wh ich was to 

h im the essen ce of libera lism. Hi s life r emained rela-

tlvely f r ee of pol i tical entangl ements an d it was a point 

of hi ~ to remat~ compl et e l y f r eo of intel le c tual entangle

~ents -- no sys tem of philos ophy wholly e scaped criticism 

a t his hands . At any r ate, the mem~ries and reflections 

i n Cohe n ' s autobiogr aphy are i nva1·iabl y c orroborated, as 

we s~all s ee , by articles and essays written during the 

time of r eference , so we may a ppr oach it without too many 

rest.rvs t i ons . 

Cohen was bor n in Russ ia and l i ved t h ere t he 

f rst twe l ve yelirS of hi s life (1880- 1892) . During th~s 

t i me hi s t r a ining was that of the normal orthodox youth. 

He r ecei ved an education in Ta l mud t hat was never to desert 

him and acquired a l ove for YidJ isb t hat he never l ost. 

His or thodoxy was an unquesti oning one throur hout 

all the years 1.n Europe, i n fact he expr essed gr oa t 1ears 

a bout coming to America and being unable t o mainta in the 
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orthodox ways . He ~hanka his grandfather for the fi rs t 

s timuli that awakened i n him the love of wi sdom when on 

long walks together his grandfa ther would talk to him 

about Mai monides an d the Book of Khuzari. This stimula ted 

an in terest in the phil osophy of r eligion that never waned. 

In 1892, he , his mother, and his sister set out 

for America to join hi s father and two brothers who were 

among the great masses or East European J ews seeking haven 

in this country rrom the Romanorr reg i me during the eighties 

and nineties or the laat eentur1. 

I t did no t take l ong for the young Cohen to drift 

away f r om h is orthodoxy once he came into contact with the 

socia l fe rment t aktne place on the East S i de of Hew York at 

t he turn of t he century. While still i n n 1s early teens 

Jle became a cons tant reader of the Arbelter Zeitung, the 

Yi ddish organ of the Soc ialist Labor Party and socialism 

came to mean something more to him now t han just opposition 

t o the Czar's oppr~ssion a~lt did among the socialist Jews 

of Russia. He began to see "the r eali ty of class oppression 

and the c onsequent cla ss struggle." 

"r have never ceased to be gratef ul for the 
i l lumina tion which I found in studyi nB M~rx's 
Das Kaei t al," he wrote in later years . "I t 
no t only helped me t o r ecognize the poverty of 
most non- economic interpretati ons of history, 
but a lso prepared ~e to see that t he recurrent 
breskdowns of c apital l~t economy are not un
f oreseeabl e accidents but a consequence of 
~he priva t e ownersh ip of the machinery of 
production, whereby the processe s of industry 
a r e directed for the profit of indi vidual 
capi t alists r ather t han for the sat!sf action 
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our common needa. It helped me to see that 
the old optimistic but essentially anarchistic 
notion that the good ot all will beat be pro
.-oted b7 •rugged individualism,• by each pur
auing his own aelfiah economic gain, is a cruel 
auperatitution which men possessed of both 
reason and a decent amount ot human sympathy 
cannot long maintain in the race or the hideous 
miseries that flourish in the shadow ot man's 
mighty productive powers.•ijX 

Though he thus acknowledged his debt to llarx, 

however, the mature Cohen was constrained to add, 

"On the other hand I was troubled by the exagger
ated materialism that pervaded Jllars•s thinking. 
This was evidenced 1n his concentration on the 
production or commodities and his ignoring or 
the inmaterial services or scientists, inventors, 
doctors and other non-proletarian groups. It 
was even more evident in the Marxist boast, 
which I could not swallow, that Karx never spoke 
ot justice. Without an appeal to hatred for the 
injustice ot the prevailing economic order, would 
we not be dumb and 1nerrectiTe exponents of the 
socialist mesaaget•82 

His prec;f oua teen-age aocialisa did not show signs 

or the presence or any such critical reservations, however, 

till he met an individual who was to haTe a great influence 

on his lite, -- Thomas Davidson. 

During the twenties Cohen still tits in with the 

.ait intellectuals who are displaying a good deal or •JJD

pa thy and patience ttoward Russia. In an article in 1'118 

Survey83 in 1923, Cohen psychologizea away the lack or 

liberalism 1n Russia by explaining that they ca .. into 

contact with the west at a late atage 1n hiatOr)' and eTen 

then they were ruled by despotia1118 and authoritar~aniama, 

thua they have no experience in the art or com.pro•ise and 
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accomodat1on. Russia' a people have had to accep; everyth1~g 

th e government said or else be considered r evolut1onar1es. 

Revolutionaries of course must go to extremes since they 

must be secret and absolutist, trusting t heir leaders implicit

ly. In either case -- monarchist or revolut1on1at -- the 

government was not based on free discussion. We 1n the 

west have at long experience at fre e discussion and at t hat 

we haven't been able to avoid ware -- what shoul d we expec t 

of the inexperienced Russians? 

By i 93484 Cohen had thoroughl y r ejected the connnunist 

regime in Russia. 

Bu t with this we h ave leaped a l most forty years 

ahead of our story. 

Returni ng to the years of Cohen's youth we find 

that he acclimated himself rapidly to the American school 

system and did wall enough to be accepted in 1895 at the 

College of the City of Ne~ York. His name has s ince becore 

inseparably linked with that 1n~titution . 

Philosophy courses were ~eager when Cohen went to 

college -- in thi~ r ealm he had to educate himself for the 

most part during t hese years. But his courses in hjstory 

and science were of great help to htm. He graduated CCNY 

tn 1900 . 

In the meantime, he had met Thomas Davidson in 

the fa ll or 1898. Cohen went to hoar Davidson lecture wit~ 

the intent of heckl1nf him, -- on h is non-soc ialistic ideas 

on individualism and s a lvation by education. Despite the 



107. 

heckling (or perhaps beeause of it) the two became fast 

f riends . Under the stimuli pr ovided by Davidson, which 

consisted of new opportunities for studying a s well as 

teaching, Cohen' s first l ove, philosophy, began to grow 

and f lower. For s eventeen years after Davidson's death 

(1900-1917) Cohen continued faith.fully, under conditi ons 

of great hardshi p to keep alive the Thomas Davi dson Soc ie ty 

an associati on devoted t o the f r ee education of the 

inhabitants of the East Side who c oul c obtain no r egular 

academic tra i ning due to the exi gencies of economic needs. 

I n 1902 he r eceived a posit i on teaching mathem

atics at City Colleg e and t hus besan an associati on whi ch 

wa s to l a st thir ty-si x years. Teaching mathematics was 

oost unsati sfact ory to Cohen whose passi on i t had always been 

to teach philosophy . He f elt sure that if he r ecei ved a 

doctora te ln phi l osophy he would succeed in obt a ining a 

~1~ansfer t o t he philosophy department at CCNY. 

He s ucceeded with difficulty i n wangl1nc a fellow

ship from the Ethlcel Cul ture Socie t y whose head was Pro-

f essor Felix Adler, who had befriended Cohen,and in s ~ ptem

ber of 1904 began two very importan t years a t Harvard 

Gradua te School. I t was her e t hat h e came into contact 

v·:11 th Josiah Royce and Wil liam James of whom he l'trote in 

his autobiography, 

"The greatest teacher I had at Har vard was 
Josiah Royce , 1'1ho had a mar ve l ous capaci t y 
for concentrating all his l ea rning and logical 
acumen on the poi n t a t issue. But the bes t 
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friend I found on th~ Harvard faculty was William 
James . No one coul d havo come int o contact with 
William James without being stirred by his 
g l orious l y fresh vision and amazingly daring 
hor.esty of expr ession. I could not however s hare 
b is psychologic approach to philosophy. Hts 
psychologic explanation s of necessary truth did 
n o t seem to me to bear on thei r l ogical nature 
•••• Our i n t e llectual disa greements were often 
violent. But as a human bei ng James was not 
only a never fa i ling source of warm inspi ration 
but a t rus ted counse l lor in al l my d i f f iculti es 
of health and

5
f i nance and in my l owest days of 

depras~ion ."6 

In a series of art i c l es " On American Philosophy" 

~rit~en ro r the ~e~ Rep,1blic 1n 19 19 an d 1920 Cohen r eflects 

th& gr aat l ove and admir at i on he hAd for these two men Who 

1nde~d influ enced hlm ~reatly but characteristically he 

still does not r efrain from 1ndulr; ing i n crl tiques of their 

.. ork . 

" In Cambr idge I sharud a room at 1707 Cambridge 
Stroet with Felix Fr ankfurter, and we spent ~any 
even1n .... s together ta l k i ng law and philosophy . 
I s oon ceveloped a profound inter e s t in the 
t\eoretical s ide of jurisprudence , which was t o 
prove one of the guiding thr~ads of my futur e 
philosoph i cal development."80 

So wrote Cohen of the ber,inntnb of a r elat i onship 

tnat 'f:ns t o have unusua l effect on the movement fo r " socio

l o71cal jur1sprud&nce" about which we hav6 spoken in the 

first chept tjr. Cohen as we sl-iall :Jee , becal!le one of the 

lead i ng spi r its o~ the movement. 

lie returned to CCNY in 1906 but the hope for a 

p~s 1tion i n the philosophy departmont did not materia lize . 

re Via.a to spend six more miserable yea rs tn the 11a thema t ic-s 

de partment befor e receiving in 1912 the post of Ass istant 
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1902 to 1912 he wrote a wealth of highl y technical papers. 

He was not to become involved in social affairs unti l 

191 2 and after. ~ven t bon hi s efforts can hardly be 

colled practical - - he was always to prefer the role of 

re~earcher even when emot i onally involved in an i ssue --

to pl ace the da t a in the hands of more energetic i nd i-

vl cuals who ritight then be able to concentrate their efforts 

on the sources or problems rather t han on sympt oms. 

By 1912 h is i nterest in jurisprudence 8i d his 

recognition of the shortcomings of the pr of ession in 

Anerica had stlrred him to acttvity. Be began to polemi

civ.e against the pr evailing view of the legal conservat ives 

that we live under a eovern.~ent or laws and not of men , 

t h t j udges can do nothi ng but abide by lega l precedent . 

T is vt ew he scornfully call s the 11 phono11,raph theory" of 

jurlsprudence . It was his content.loo that the j udge bad a 

crt.6tive funct i on to perfor m in molding just i ce t o thA 

needs of contempor ary issues. 

" The phonogr aph t heory ha s bred the mis take .• 
view t hat t he l aw is a closed , inde penden~ system 
havin g no thin~ to do wi th economic , political, 
soc i a l or philosophical scienca. I f , however, 
we rticogn i ze that cour ts a.r e constantl y remaking 
the la~ , then i t becomes of the utmost socia l 
importance tha t t he law should be made in 
accor dance with the best available infor mat i on 
which it is the object of s c ience to supply . 
Law de nl s ~1th human affairs , end it is i r Jossl~le 
to lecislate or make any j udgment wi th r egard to 
them v.1thout involving al l sorts of as sum:_::> t ions 
or theories . The i s s ue , the r efore , is not between 
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a fixed law on the one hand , nnd social t heori es 
on the other, but between s oc i al t heories uncon
sciously a ssumed and social t he ori es carefully 
examined and scien t i ftcally s tudied ••• Hence 
the lawyer who regards h is work as a liberal pro
reaa1on r ather t han aa a commercial trade, must 
no t be satisfied mere ly guarding t he \";ork4 which 
have be an handed over to h im. He must s tudy t he 
s t ream of life and be constantly think ing of ways 
of i mproving t he contain1ne legal forms . We too 
are men, and now we will live not as pall bear ers 
of a dead past but as the creator s of a more 
g lorious f\ll>ure. By all means let us be l oyal t o 
the pas t , bu t above a l l l oyal to th~ future , to 
the Kingdom whi ch doth y e t appear. "tl7 

In 1913 the Conference on Legal and Social 

Philosophy was born with J ohn Dewey as chairman al d Cohen 

as s ecre t ary . 

Cohen ' s activi ty in the f i e l d of jurispr udence 

br ought h i m into c l ose friendshi ps with Ro scoe Pound and 

JU8tice Oliver Wendell Holmes . The latter figured heavily 

in much of Cohen ' s subsequent writings . 

The New Republ ic was founded in 191~ by some of 

Cohen's best friends . He c laims thAt he was not always 

i11 sympathy with the " benevolent a s pirations" of s ome or 

the edi t ors of that per iodical " to lead the American 

public in the pAthe of r i ehteousness " but his d1sa£r < :> 

ments could not have been too great. lie was a re~ular 

con tributor to i t s pages from 1 914 to 1921 and conti nued 

t o write for it , t hough more s por adically for manJ years 

after that. 

Durinc the firs~ World .ar ~here was a notabl e 

si l ence f r om Cohen ' s direc tion on the is sues ~f that war . 
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Not one article is published on the subject -- no mention 

of it l s made in his autobiogr aphy. In one ar t icle 

published just a.fter the war Cohen explained this 

phenomenon. 88 

11\ ~t 
Jie defended himself a gainst the ch arge of having 

been a slacker in ~he war effort and havi ng dawdled away 

bis time with subjects like symbolic l ogic and Pla to. He 

admitted that all this was true but t hat he was not 

ashamed of l t . "On t he contrary when I look upon my pro

fes sional col l eagues who enlisted their philosophies in the 

wer , who added their shrill voices to t he roar of the 

cannons and their li ttle drops of venom t o the torrents of 

nati ona l hatreds , I feel that i t 1s they who should write 

apolos l es for their course." 

Though he writes in obv i ous disenchantment of 

the war, he was not a pacifist. For he cont1nues z 

"As a citizen I should have been glad , if 
conditi ons per mtt ted, to volunt eer for mili t ary 
s ervice. But t hough I could conscript my body 
I could not conscr ipt my mind . As a phi losopher 
I could never assert that the war was a clear 
is s ue be tween the powers of light and the powers 
of darkness •••• I coul:. neve r ge t myself to 
S8:f that Japan had a better right t o Shantung 
than Germany or that i t wa s better that Poles 
should eppress Russians and Germ.ans than that the 
latter should be the oppres sors . I could never 
believe tha t the world ' s iniqui tl woul d end the 
moment the Ka i ser (or any other ' boss" ) should 
be over thrown. " 

I n thi s l ast ~t~"t~:~:at Cohen evidences an un~ er-
standi ng of history and present reality not s hown by all of 

hi s ideal istic i nte l l ectual contempor aries . This article 
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e oe s on to g i ve amaz ing i nsieht into Cohen ' s opi n i on of 

A~erl can mor es and t hey do not surpris e u s . 

"I am aware," he wrote , " that in my high 
valuat i on of purely theoreti c pursui t s I 
ha ve the weight of cont emporary authority 
a gain s t me . My fellow ph i losopher s for the 
most par t are t oo ready t o ass er t t ha t 
theor etic philos ophy can j ustify i tslef onl y 
by l t s pr act i c a l a ppl i cations . But why t he 
f undamental human d es i re t o know the world 
is any l es s en t itled t o satisfac tion t han 
the de s i r e for kodaks , a utomobiles , india -
paper, or uphols t er ed furniture , they do 
not t ell us . I ndeed , exac tly wha t i s pr ac-
tic a l , and wha t l s the good of be ing pr act i cal 
at a ll, are j ust the kind of theore t ic s t udies 
that t hey f r an t ical ly r efuse t o undertake . I 
s tronel y sus pect that i n this the y ar e i nflu-
enced not only by t he Puritanic a version fo r 
the ar t s of f r ee play , but a l so by t he unen
l i ght ened pre j udice that the bare nece s s iti es 
of llfe a r e more i mpor tant t han t h e "luxurie s " 
which by givi ng life a r e more beautiful and 
more dignified and make t he strugr le for i t 
~orth while t o f r e e men • • •••• • • I would 
contend tnat the really i mpor tant issue be fore 
the Amer ican people today i s not economic or 
pol itica l but mor al and vital -- the i s s ue of 
Puri t ani sm. It is the Puritan i c feel i ng of 
r e sponsibili ty which has blight ed our art a nd 
phi l osophy and has ~sde us as a people un-
sKi lled i n the art of enj ~ying l i fe . (No one 
wh0 witness ed our vic t or y cel ebr ations will 
here as k f or pr oof . ) By mak i ng dai l y ex istence 
dr eary and de pr essed i t dr ove people to s trong 
dr i nk , end now it de prives pecpl e of t hei r 
drink wlh t out inqui ring into its cause or 
f unction • • • • • • • • I know that Plato ' s other 
worldline ss i d decidedly out of fashi on . We 
bel ieve nowadays ~hat by progr e s s ive ~echanical 
i nventi on s and by some happy e c onom1co- pol i t 1ca l 
de vice we can bri ng about the r e i gn of complete 
jus t ice and ha ppi nes s . Far be i t from me to 
dispar ge this modern faith . As a ereat h ope 
s ancti fi e d by the suppos ed evidence of " scient i f ic" 
evoluti on, it is to -nany a real sus tatnin~ for ce 
in t he presence of other~ise into l e rab le e vi l . 
But t o fix all o .ir hope on s ome temporal affair 
l i ke the Lea;ue of Nati ons is to leave us helrles s 
when we come to the i nevitable ha rve s t of dis a ppoint-
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ment. We hold the benefits of civilization not 
1n .fee simple, to our heir s f o r ever, bu t by 
kni ghts' service. Much a s we may leave t o our 
s uccessors , we can never manage it so that t hey 
s hall be entirely f r ee f rom toil, pa i n , and 
the ag oines of de ath. Let us not , therefore , 
wi llf ully impover ish thei r life by thr'owing 
away any of the things that have served as 
consolations to so many s ince the ancient daya 
-- among wn1ch are the writings of t he d ivine 
Plato and e ven of the altoge t her unheroic 
Cicero , who so trae icalli ill us trates the failure 
of s cholars ln pol it ics. 

Coh en despite himse l f shows that he ls definitely 

affected by the t r end of ~merlcan mores and he demonstra tes 

plainl y t hat his sympathies on these matters belong for 

cne most par t with t he liberal i n t ell ectual group to 

w!1 lch Kal len a nd Lewisohn also belone e d at this time . 

But , by and large , he remains remarkably faithrul to h i s 

~urpos~ of devotin~ hi ms e l f to the tne ore tical a~pects 

of the great human problems . 

He tel l s us that as a clti~en he was unable to 

main~a ln silence in the f a ce of the nyster ical one hundred 

per c ent Ameri cani sm which gripped tn• land after the war 

~nd cul minated 1n the racist i mmi gra t i on laws of 1922 and 

1924 . "Along v.1th Jane Addams , Isaa c Hourwicb , Felix 

Fr ankfurter, Father John Ryan , and other unregenerate 

l i ber a ls , I joined i n the bat tle to expose ~he fa lse 

sc 1.ence on wh i ch thi s anti- semi t i sm and anti-Catholic 

legislat i on was based. "89 

There are other allusions t o conl;emporar~ 

issuea90 bui they a re ~sually l acki ng i n comprehensive -
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ness. Bia writings remained singularly free from social 

and political a gitation up t he very last. 

Probably the mos t significant periodical con

tribution Lhat Cohen made was an ar t icle appearing in 

The Na~1on91 ent itled, "What I Believe. " In it be 

s tated t he essence of his humble faith in human progress. 

He wr ote that: 

" ••••• history shows the f railty or humans-
each of us drops out before the end is in 
sight. Yet we are able to carry on. What 
makes us able t o do so is not our guess as 
to the unknown goal, but rather the zest de
veloped by our actual da i ly experiences. 
When zest is gone all words of c omfort or 
exhorta t ion are vain . But wise ref lec t ion 
may f an the f lame wh en i t i s l ow. Thus recog
niti on of our frail t y leads no t to despair 
but to wide eyed c oura &e . It a lso point s to 
an in t imate connection be tween sc i ence and 
t he libera l s pi rit. Sc ienc e is no t a new set of 
do ~~as , it is rather a me t hod based on a 
c ri t i c a l att itude t o all plausible and s e lf
evident propsltiona . ' To ref u se to doubt 
one 's own f irs t pr inci ples is t he ess ence or 
f ana tic ism.' lie debunked t he usual s entimenta 
i nter pretati on of the Go l den Rule to l ove thy 
nei ghbor a s t hy se lf . My ne i ghbor has a r ight 
to think t hat my love for myself is a f oolish 
one . 'Civil soc iety de pends not on blindnes s 
t o the loath s ome t r a i t s of our f ellow morta ls, 
but upon respe c ting th~i r rights wi thout taking 
th~m to our bos oms .'" 

As f a r a s religi on was conc er ned , Cohen wa s very 

t o l er an t . He could no t a f f i liate himself wi t h any syna

~ogue or t empl e but fe l t t hat reli~ious 1ns itutions 

ml~h t be very helpfu l t o oth er s . 

He i s t n ma jor d i sagr eement wi t h John De, ay on 

t h is poi nt . 
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"Dewey di smissed ph ilosophy wh1cb ts naught 
but a d istant vision a nd can s erve onll as 
a c onsolation or intel l ectual pastime . 92 

Cohen feels that thls is a grievous error. For not 

only do 

•consola t ions and pasti mes -- the essence or 
r eligion and f ine art - - most directl y 
minister to human welfare by bringing us 
relief f r om angui sh and offering us positive j oy, 
but no human wo rk coul d long propser without 
t hem. Industry recogn i zes the need for vaca
tions . The f ounder of t he school of prag
matism, Chauncey ¥.right, could sti l l a dmit 
that religion and metaphys i cs ha d probably 
done mor e for human happi ness than t he narrow 
evidence of ~aterlal science can well 
estimate . "93 

Neither did Coben agree with Dewey and Kallen 

ano the other liberals that r eli gi ous ins titutions a re 

destined to disappear . 

"I h appen to be one of t ho se , " he wrote, "who 
do not expec t the synapogue t o go out of 
ests tence i n any near future . It has wea~hered 
the storms of over t wo thousand years and it 
still has a gr eat deal o f vitality as a center 
for Jews -- ju ..... t as the church 1.s still a 
natural cen t er of ~ha social life of Christians. "94 

Coien ~ave much thought t o the f u t ure of t he 

Jewish people. He rejected both Zioni sm a nd its extreme 

oppos i te as s 1milat i onism as solution~ . ~r ~ ttng tn ~ 

New Republ l c ~s e arly as 191995 ne critic ized what he 

fe l t t o be the shortcomings of the Zionis t phi loso phy . 

He refused t o loo e faith i n the enlightenment, admitting 

tha t the process of emanc i pation was slow but i t could 

only have a good eff ec t as f ar as J ews are concerned. 

1• o gr ea t culture was ever achievec , except b) a mixed 
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people freely borrow1.ng and this is true historically or 

the Jews, too, he maintained , pointing to Ph ilo, Spino za 

and Bergson as examples . In this article 8oh en states 

t.nat 0 a na t i onal Jewish Palestine must necessarily mean 

a s tate f o\Uledd on a peculiar race , a tr i bal reli gion, 

and a mystic belief in a peculiar s oil••• stre ssing 

group autonoJJlY rather than individual f reedom. Indeed 

how could a Jewish ~alest 1ne a llow complete r eligi ous 

f reedom, freedom on 1nter marri&F.e and free non-Je~ish 

im.~igration , without soon l osi ng its very r eeson for 

existence?" 

Cohen made a point of givin~ due credit to 

Zionism for *ha t it has done. He csn hardly be called 
~ ~s by 96 

an t i -Zi onist es~ the New Paleat1ne. 9lillii.. He was i n 

sympathy v:i th a l l the positive achievements of Zi onism. 

!n his 1919 article he paid tribute to the Zionists fo r 

incre as i ng "self-respect where assimila ~ ion was de genera

t• ng into blind api&~ of Gentlla ways ." In a post - scri pt 

written in 1945 when t he article \', as re publ i sned in The 

Fai t h of a Liber al , Cohen exp,•assed protest agai nst 

British actions 1n denyi ng Jewish 1nun1g r ants entry into 

Pales tine . But for t his , Cohen claimed , it is not 

necessary to be a Zionist. 

Cohen can most a dequately be characterized simply 

es a non-Z1onls~ . As a ma~ter of fact, the de precat r y 

views he set down in Tne New Republic were called f orth 

i n r esponse t o l he problems of Ame1•i ca.rl ~· Zionism 
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was just becoming a grea t i s sue amon~ American Jews and 

Cohen was ma1nl1 i nterested i n suggesti ng to Ameri can 

Jews amid all the excitement and a~itation that Zionism 

was not a realistic s olu t ion to their probl ems. His 

tellinf argu.~ent is , in fact , that Palestine cannot 

absor b enough Jews to erad icate t h e Jewish problem 1n 

clsspora countries anyway therefore we must needs9a 

l ook for another answer. 

While be does not look on asstmilatlon as an 

evil_, h e rejects it too as a complete or 1ntrned1ete answer 

t o American Je~· ish problems . 97 
R is"-~.,., 
1bt· ' a because on the one h and the world is 

in vi olent reaction agai nst the l i beral s pirit and with

ou t the liberal s pirit ther e can be no f r ee cultural 

interchange between Jew and non- Jew. Thi s onl y means 

of course that Jewish pr obl ems are actual ly i nsepar-abl1:1 

from t he problems of humanity. I n t he end , of course , 

~ qsini.llation (not t he degenerate ki nd but that which 

follows logicall y f rom truly liberal enllghtenruen t) or 

de s tructi on is inevitable . "For no one can reasonably 

supposo that t h e pr esent divisions of mankind will last 

fo rever ." 

An equally r e alistic reason for the inadequa cy 

of ass imilati on as an answer is the group cohesion of Je ws . 

Given the hic;hest recorded r~te of int er m.arr i aee i hist0ry 

i t v1ould t ake over two thousand years for o.ssim!la tion 

t o occur Colle"' po1~"ts oJt: 
' 
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Wha~ then are t he answers . Of course, Cohen 

haa no pat instruc t i ons but he poi nts to cer tain areas 

where the Jewi sh position i n this country can be made 

strong. First 1n the field of economics we should study 

tbe distribution of Jews in various fie lds a s well as 

general economic trends , s o t~at •e may. fac i ng the fact s 
~ 

renlistically ,Amake such adjustmen ts as to a void being 

bound up with t he fortunes of one c l ass or of one area 

of economic enter prise. 

st.udy 

'>:nlco 

Second is the political problem. Cohen admits 

" It is v· . . ·g .. e not at all cortat.n that the 
liberol 1sm of America will see us throusth . It 
is true , ho~ ever, that. the onl7 friends we have 
in America today are the liberals , and 1f we 
s hould do anything to anta~onize them by adopt
i n c an anti - liberal philosophy, we should cer
tainly cut ourselves off f r om any possibility 
of l8.v 1ng the coop~ration of any part of the 
A~erlcan publ ic ~nen we are in trouble . 

"That is a r eal danger because our Jewish na ... 
t101alis~s are adop ting an ant i - l iberal pol icy . 
They a re sayin , for ins tance , that the philosophy 
of liberali sm led t o debacle i n Germany , f or
getting tha t to t h is liberal philosophy we owe 
the opportunities that we have en joyed in thi s 
country and tha t if we deny liberalism, we ou ht 
to be willing to abandon the rights and privi
l eges which we are enjoying today . It is stupici 
to believe that we can lonr enjoy the f ruits of 
liberalism while we cut away its r oots ."9tl 

Above all , we must make provision for systematic 
l\ol' o~'I 

and r e s earch. We nave ner.lected~schols rly study 

J..-"t·c.• 
ls important but also th ~re search wh ich is 

necessary for the inte l ligent management of Jewish affairs . 
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Cohen took him.se l f s er iously in t he areas of 

Je~ish r esearch. tle was instrumental i n forming in 1933 

the Confer ence on Jewish Relati ons . The urgency of the 

need for scienti fic knowledgo of Jewi sh problems had 

be en br ought home t o Cohen by the advent of Bitler. The 

Conference issued many studies on ant1-sem1 t 1am, it 

i ssued Jewish PopulAtton Studies which was des1~ed to 

brin~ l i ght to bear on t he economic situation, pr e s ent 

and f uture of t h e J e• s . 

Cohen was one of the founders of Jewish Soc i al 

Stud ies thu first issue of which appeared in January of 

1939. This was a means of stimulati ng the pr oduction of 

scholP rly s tudies by providi ng an or gan for the ir publics-

t101 , notice an d revi ew. 

~arly i n the second World War the Confer ence on 

Je~ ish Relations b egan t o concern 1 l self wi th post- war 

Pr or le rns the conditions of a d esirable peace and the 

po'lition of the J ews in 1. t . Cohen r ealistically knew 

that "when the European wa r ends , Hitler ' s wa r agai nst 

t he J ews ls not l ikel y ~o be terminated . And 1.n any 

case , acute pr oblems o f r elter and mi e ration will face 

us, f or which prepa rator y s tudies must be i nst ituted 

now." 

This work turngd out t o be more t han the Con-

fer &nce bargained for . ~ut , Cohen wr i tes , 

"Vie were gratified when other organizati ons, 
be tter financed, no t ably t l1e Amer i can J ewish 
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Committee, came to our aid and set up the Rese~rch 
Institute on Peace and Post-War Problems on a 
solid basis -- even though this meant abandon-
in6 my hope that ow' institute could func tion 
as an autonomous nonpartisan asency equally 
serviceable to al l of the established Jewish 
organjzations."99 

It was natural for the Committee to come to 

t he aid of the Conference and especially to make Cohen 

chairman of the Research Institute on Peace and Post-War 

Problems 1n view of Cohen's firm record of non-Zionism. 

It l s plain , of course , tha t Cohen was not an overly 

enthusiastic partisan of the Comml ttee ' s and had no 

investment in 1 t either emotional or material. lieverthe-

less , the fact that he , the product of the East European 

i !"'lrn1 a t 1on, coul d ultimatel y find much in co"n?l'\on with 

the Ger man-dominated or~an1zation , wbere_as the Germen

bor n Kallen and Lewt sohn were drawn to the East European 

dominated Congres s prdsents a basis f or some int eresting 

s peculation concerning the rejection of backgrounds as a 

fac tor i n t he developmen t of the intellec tuals . 

Cohen was often a ttacked with the charge of 

neeativ1sm. Ha seems himself to have taken no smal~ 

pride in r eferring to himse lf as "a stray dog amonc the 

philosopher s ." His gu1dl ?l£ pri nciple was t hat all prob-

lams and s i tuat i ons are resolvable into ba l anc1ne or 

oppos i np ele~enta (Polarity) . The cau se of all bad think-

ing i s t he stressing or one of thes e more than the other 

in the relationshi p. 11The o npos ite of a false view may 

be eve r y whit as f alse." Thus he r ejected cete~orically 
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the possibil i ty that any one ohilosophy could have the 

e~clusive t r uth. Claims t o truth, he fe lt, made by any 

philosophy no 1Ult t er how benevolen t a t the ou t set could 

on ly result in totali tarianism if accepte d , as i de from 

the ract t hat such claims coul d never be s uppor ted by 

evi dence . And so Cohen himself spurned tho role of syst em 

bui l der. And r emai n the sharp critic of a ll systems . 

Another t e r m he loved to a pply to himse l.f for 

the ver y same reason was "the Devi l's Advocate," and as 

such he foethrigh tly exposed the f aul t s of ever ything 

and e ve ryone who c ame within his view -- including hi s 

dearest frien ds among thorn W: l l iam Jame s and J ust ice 

Holmes. 

But n1s ability to got to the hoart of matters 

\'.itr. ~een criti c i sm should not l eave us with the i mpression 

that h e was above the people an4novemants ho criticized 

nnd W'laffected by t hem. \\e have clearly seen that thi s 
"',fl. ...J..tit. ~ 

snot so , (certa1nlyAthe two ~en just mentioned for 

example) and hts positive labors , theoretical though they 

ere , tn the pursuit of t he liberal principl e showe~ h ts 

connec tion and concern witr the common li fe to be 
lVt 

1'lttllensa ,,. t he least proof for which was his devoted per -

formance in the f ield of Je~lsh a f fairs . 
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