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I1'i'fo.vOUC'l {ON 

Judan the hasid of l<egensberg was born in 1140 

in Speyer, and died in l<egensberg 77 years iater. He 

traced his ancestry to tne Kalonymides, an outslanding 

and int luential family, famous not only for its wealth, 

but for its intellectual activity as well. Moving to 

i 

1<egcnsberg, Judan iounded an academy ano t here produced 

part of wnat was to become tac ~ Hasidi m. 1r11e book 

was completed and edited by Judah's outstanding d i sciple, 

~leazer ot Worms. 

Throus h the years tuere have exis t e d two difl er ent 
1 

ver s ions ol thl! IJouk. une was tirs t published in bo-

logna in l ;);)o by AIJra11am tne son of ~1oses the f'1riest. 

kec . nt l y tile same text oas been r epulllished . '1111e other 

text , longer and consi dered to be the older 01 toe 

two, was published betwee n th" ) ears 189l-H!93. Je-

huda Wistinetzki eoited this ma nuscriptt attributed to 

the 13th c entury . Tltrou1511out thi s s tuoy t he citations 

will refer to tbe la l ter ed i tion. 

Sefer ilasidia, wutle not r epresenting tbe work 
--2 

of one a uthor , aoes present tbe vi ewpoint of one scbool 

of thought-the German Hasi<lim. It is a book that is 

higttly crit ical of the German Jewish Com111unity in tne 



period cove ring tile l ast 11au· ot the l~tll c ent.ury to tile 

first three or lour decades ol' the 13th, The autllors 

ii 

of the ~ Hasidi• offer r e ll)edies for· t he illls th~y 

point out , and the cure of1ered is a r evolutionary one, 

In s o doing tile book presents the reade r with a picture 

of medieval socie ty that coincides with that portra yed 

by tile nistorical chronicles of the day + 

One cannot know with c ertainty, but it s e eas tbat 

the Ger man llasidim were only ab l e to "x ert poll i ti cal 

influence during the years of Judah's life , ](t is clear 

that the German Hasi d ic Movement never reached the 

proport i ons of a 11asa movemcrn t, wnich is rattwr s trange 

s ince tile ideology oi the group was aiaed dir1?ct ly at 

the masses . The r easons for ineir failure ar•! found 

not only l n Germany, but in Home and France a11d t':ng land. 

For tne t.tee t iny of t he Ger111a11 Jews was related to the 

fortu ne s of the Holy 1loman Lrapire , t11e Papacy , and tt1e 

activities of t.b~ great feudal lords . The ac1tions of 

these protagonist s brougnt socia l and economic changes 

to Germany, and tnese cllanges were t e lt hy tn•e Jewish 

Co1U1unit.y. Paradoxically, as will be -ieen, t lllese social 

and ~cono•ic upheavals explain botu the initi1al succesaea 

and tne ult imate failur e of the German •tasidi•c \toveaent. 

The~ 1tasidi• was writte n in Uebre•w. The 

tradit i onal explanation ~ iven i s tha t Uils was done 



iii 

in an effort co canonize t11e book. 'l'llis mair be so. 

It suould, however, b e r 1:me11berea tllat tile ,Jews of Ger-

many by tile 12tn century llad long s ince ~iv1en up Hebrew 

as t11e ir vernacular. Tile i deo logy or toe b•Bok, as will 

be shown, i s aimed at a low c ultural tradition. But 

since it was written i n Hebrew, it is reaso111able io 

conc lude that t he book itself was i ntenlkd Jor a leader-

ship group woo would then filter t he messag•e down t o 

t he masses. In any case , books in medieval Germany 

w , re a ve ry rare and expensive commodity , a 1nd it would 

have b een impossible t o s pread tile message t nrougn the 

sal e of t ne book. 

This co nsi uer ation snoul a g ive the r eade1 of tne 

Sef er 'tasidim pa~se for t11ou 1rn t. For • i ii l i.< t h e messa ge 

ot' t he book was i.nt . .:nded tor popular consumpt ion, this 

was only to take p l ac >-' a1'te1· it was llandled by a cer­

tain l ea dership class. It has l ong been assumed that 

toe 12!£!: Hasi d i m is mucu more t han a mer e c.:olle ction 
;) 

of mys tical parables. But it i s uoubt t'ul t nat t he 

truly revo lu t i onary aspec ts of t 11e book 11ave been apprecia­

ted , Tile ~ Hasidim i s valua bl .> for· the mo d..? rn 

r eader not on ly b ec a, s c of tts r e li ~ious philosopQy, 

or cv i.<n be ca use of its val id 1 t y as a bi s t o: · ical docum .. nt, 

l'he book is a dramatic Llxample 01 tile birtn, gc' owtll 

and death of a politica l movdmen t Jor rea s ons that 
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Lransc~nd th~ i dee logical squaubles tha t w~re 1tne n taking 

place in the German Jewish Community. 

This study will exaroine tile historical 1climate 

of the period and t he way in waich the Jews fi 't into 

tbe feudal structure of Germany . Then, by an •examination 

of the institutions found in the ~ Hasidim, an 

attempt will be made to explain t11e short lived history 

of the German llasidic ~lovement. 



CtlAPT~t I 

The 12th c entury dawned in Ger•any in tbe wake of 

tile F'irst Crusade. lt was a period of cons.tant bicker-

ing betweec toe E•peror and tbe l'apacy on t he one band, 

and between the i.aperor and tne great feudal lords Wl'\O 

a ppo inte d him. The chaotic nat ure of the ti•es ill illu-

strated by the fact tbat in 1105 the Holy R:o111an !!:•per or 

was dethroned by his own son. After 11avin@: successfully 

d eposed his fat&1er, Henry V pro111pt ly renege•d on his 

pro•i ses to the "a pacy. The Pope had supp~1rted Henry 

with the understanding tnat when he replacud his father, 

Henry would pay obeisance to Ro•e. But tle~1ry des cended 

on Rome with an army and put the Pope under· lock and 

key. At issue was the thor ny question of nhether tbe 

£•peror or the Pope was to invest the clerjlcs of Ger-ny. 

Thinking he bad won the day , Henry left Ro1ae, unly to 

find, upon his return to Ger-ny-. tbat the Pope baA no in­

t e ntion of following the agree•ent. 

'i he coiapl ex issue of Investiture remained un­

solved, with many broken pro•ises on botu 1sides. The 

feudal lords complicated t be situation by jplaying one 

side off a gai ns t t he otner whenever toey w·ere able. 

Finally, in 1122 the Concordat of Wor•a wa s signed. Thia 

resulted in a co•pro•ise favoring the Papacy . 
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Three years later Henry died, leaving no male heir. 

One group of feudal lords supported lotbar, Duke of 

Saxony, but another group threw ita weight behind Freder­

ick: of Hobenstraufen. AJ'ter •uch infi ghting the lords 

i:hose Frederick'• brother , Conrad. Ro•e refused to 

support Conrad and he was te•porarily defe11tea. In 1133 

Innocent II crowned lothar as Holy Roman Elliper or in Ho• •· 

Two years later Conrad came to the throne on the death 

of Lotbar. However, a powerful coalition o·f lords re­

fused to back Conrad, and a bloody civil war broke out. 

Tile Papacy was not without its own troubles. A 

widespread revolt or Romans resulted in a g;eoeral re­

organization of tne Papal Institution. Tne· Pope -• then 

able to i nduce Conrad to lead the Second Crusade, but 

the Emperor accomplished lltt .~e but the dec.i•atioo ot 

his forces. 

In 1152, Frederick was crowned with the g~neral 

support of the nobles, to wiv ·• be pro•ised allegiance and 

obeisance. He bad to wait tbre ~ years befo•re ne was 

summoned to r<oae by Hadrian IV to be crowne•d as the Holy 

,omen ;~11peror in ~aiot t>eter's. IHs s tay i.n ,,ome was 

fi.lleu "'i tlJ poll ti cal intrigue, with eac11 side trying 

lo outmaneuver the other. ,\fler a time , Frederick fo und 

ni111self box~d in by f l>r ce.,; more powe rful tlua n .. is own. 

tie returned to Ceraany and was i 111meoiately involved in a 



strue;gle with the &urgundian Lords. unce a~ain Germany 

was rava~ed by a civil war. 

rne years between 1158-1162 found Frederick war­

ring in Ita ly against the Lombard cities. In 1160, in­

t !rnal fi gnting within the Papal rnst1 tut.ion resclted in 

the el ection oJ' two ?opes. Uoth Alexander IlCf and Vic­

tor IV were proclaimed heads or t ne Holy See.. Frederick 

sided with Victor a nd Alexander was 1'orced ti> flee to 

France. [ n a snort time, however , Alexander r e turned 

vic toriously to Rome. ~ i mmeti i aLe ly deposed Frederick. 

3 

Tile c..mperor was ab le to retain t il e s P1101·t o:t ma.1y of the 

~"ea l i !udal lords, and he remained in r•ower. 

In 1176 , Fr ederick's armies surf . red defeat in 

ltaly. une year later in .enice, the Pope amd tne 8111-

peror reconciled their difierences. In 1180, Henry the 

Lion resisted a coalition of feudal lords wno supported 

Preuerick, and Germany was racked by yet another civil 

war. tlenry was uefeated, but with the backitng of the 

Normans, he continued to wield consider11b le power. In 

11 , 9, 1-'1•ederick l ed a forc e of one hundred tlhousand Ger­

mans on the 1 hira Crusade . Ile was mys teri.ou.sly drowned 

one year l a t er, and was succeeded by uis oldest son, 

'!enry V1. Tile fol! owini; year lenry was s umm oned to Hoiae 

and crowned ~mperor. 

In ll97, Henry VI died, <ind was succe eded by his 



son r' rederick, w110 was but thre e years of a ge1. Pbillip, 

lllmry' a brot.her 1 was eve11 tually crowned by Irnnocent I II, 

lie was a ule to ga in t i1e support of a l arge nuUDber of t he 

lords. }.lut then tile Pope did a turnabout and procured 

the election ot Otto oi Brunswick, the son of Henry the 

Lion , A bloody civil war broke out which wau formally 

ended wi t11 Phillip's murder i n 12.08. Otto, however , 

refused to pay obeisance to tne l'ope, and tilt! years 1210-

1218 saw a continual struggle between tne two, Finally 

the Papacy s upported Frederick, no longer a 4:h ild, and 

he was able to prevail. 

Cn 1220 in the l)iet at Frankfort, F're•ilerick II 

ext ended important perrogatives to t ile eccle:siastical 

princ es, and a t'ew years l ater t ilt! secular p:ri..nces re-

e i ved the s 8!1le powers. Preder i ck was final l :y crowned 

~mperor a t xome , but aelayed starting tbe promised Cru­

sade. After many tbreats and c-ounterthre ats Pope Gre­

g ory IJC excommunicated Frederi ck i!I 1227. Within a year 

Frederick began tbe Crusade, and a year later was able 

to return fro• Jerusale• with a favorable treaty with the 

Sultan of ~gypt. He was absolved by the Pop,e. In 1235, 

tbe Pope supported tbe Lo111bard League a gainait Frederick. 

Four years later Frederick was excommuoicateici again, 

and tne Pope tried to stir up an insurrecthm against bi.• 

in Germany. t::l even years later Frederick dl.ed in I-t:aly. 



CHAP'l'r.ti 11 

Tne COl!!Plex forces lhat were to mvve c.ur!>pe fro• 

aedieval to modern tiaes were well uader "'1Y by the 

end of the 12th cent ury . These changes 11rere evident 

in the following related area•: 

(l) The founding and develop111ent of towns. 

(2) The emancipation of the serfs . 

(3) The growth oi coamerce, bank.ing , and 
aanufacturing. 

(4) The growth of liquid asseta. 

(5) The consolodation of territories. l 

(6) The rise and expansion o,f a burgher class. 

In Geraany, however, these change's were much leas 

evident. t-' eudalis• had coae later t.o Ge:raany and the 

•edieval institutions rell\8ine<1 firmly e!;:trenched well 
2 

into tne 13th century. The social and E•conomic cnangea 

that ushered out feudalia• brought witn them a greater 

degree of centrali2atioo in ord.er t o bri.og to fruition 

the emerr,ing goa ls of the burgher class.. Cut in Ger.any 

the great feudal lords were in the posi 1tiona of power. 

The Holy Roman l::mpire was little more than an ingloriua 
3 11ytn. For the c.mperor was botb appoint1td and controlled 

by forces and ins ti tut ions wt1ose power dwarfed that of 
4 his own. These circumstances dOOl•ed attempts to cen-

tral ize Germany and keep her in step wi·tn France and 



5 
E:ngland. U was in the interest of tile feudal lords, 

both reli giou• and secular, to avoid any real •ove•ent 

toward centralization. For it was in tne divislve 

stru~gles that tney could consolodate their own power&. 

'l'nua we find these lords aligning and re-aligning tbea-
6 

selves according to the needs of tbe uour. 'l be pri nces 

6 

often used the smoldering feud betw~en t he Papacy and tne 

.:.mperor to increase • their own perro.~atives.. lt was not 

unco11111on fo r the t:.mperor to ret-urn from kom4l with the 

bless ing 01 the Pope on ly t o find the lords armed and 

ready t o marc h in order to enforce toeir OWi) wi 11. The 

t:11peror was able to prevent tbe d estruction 0 1' the 

roy!'l forces by gaining the support ot Lile lords. '!'ti.is 

support "as gained at a very dear pr ice. 'I 11usone of tile 

roost c apab le 01 1!:11perors- ~ rede1 ·ick bar ·barossa- was 

rorced to confer full ri _1ts to l •• princes lor jurls-
7 

di c tion over their lands. 'Tue c.mperor , to imple•ent his 

own policies, hao to strengtbP.n the power 01 t oe lords 
8 

in order to gain t beir nece11sary support. Thus tbe 

Crown often had to 1M1der•ine its own insti tution to sur-
9 

vive. 

'file basic reality in Germany during the 12th and 

much 01' the l:lth century was tnis deep fact.iona lia• in 

evidence i.n all classes 01· society, religic•u& as well 

secular. 'l'hus t.be Ger.an bishop& often uni.tcd with the 
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feuda l lords wi tt1 the result tnat tne Eape.ror and/or the 
10 

Pope lost power. lloae was no aore able to control the 
11 

German bishops than the t.11peror could dominate the lords. 

Contributing to the cleavages was the almost 

contiual absence of the t::laperor, who usua Uy could be 
12 

found warring in northern Italy. No sonner was the 

.,;11peror able to consolodate his forces on tb.e bome front , 

t nen ne was badgered by the Pope into undertaking a 

crusade, or by the nobles i nt o venturing into Italy. 

Un 11is r e tur n he was greeted once again by the disrup-

ttve disputes . The deep cha nges t uat were s:haking Fra nce 

and ~ngland often ammounted to no more than a suggestion, 

a hlnt of change in Germany. It i s true t he1t Ger111Bny was 

able t o expand in the 13th century. Hut tru.l!> expansion 

did not contribute to centrallrstion , indcecl , it often 
13 

only delay«d it . 

£ven tne great feuda l lords were not in control 

of t 11eir own dei;tiny. A fact :if 11edieval Gnr&1an l ife 

was the a ttitude of a n jnstitution many milus fro• tue 

borders of Ge rmany . •"or w11ile the nobles " ' ire able to 

determine w110 was to be l(ing, it was Rome which con­

.ferred tbe ti t le of •loly ~0111an r..iaperor. And it was to 

Rome tnat t be 111onarch o1 Feudal Ger.any had to lravel 

in order to receive Papal approval. At ata"e was not 

•erely a meaningless title. involved was the weight7 



question of to whose coffers tbe wealtta of Ger•1any •as 

to flow. Tbe struggles for this wealtb produceid Popes 

and Anti-Popes , Ellperora and Pretender &, and c~mstantly 
g, 

changing align•enta. 

The bones of contention were .any, but both sides 

focused •oat of their interest on the question of in­

vestiture. Io 1073, Pope Gregory VII passed tile first 

Investiture Decree in which lay••n were forbidden fro• 

investing clerics. Tile Ger•an Crown fougnt tbJls, bat 

the Papacy "88 able to enforce its will. The 111pshot of 

tbis incident •as that Henry IY, King of all G•er11aoy 

and Holy Homan Emperor , bad to stand in the an•ow for 

three days outslde tbe Papal Palace waiting Ior the 
15 

opportunity to apologiEe to Gregory. The Pope, seeking 

to consolodate tbe gain• of bia ih&ti.tution , overplayed 

his hand by deposing Henry. Tt1ere followed a period 

8 

of Anti-Popes and Ant i-~•perors. Syaptoaatic of l he times 

was the fact the noi ther side wiu. able to gain. a clear 
16 

cut victory. Finally, botll sides began to wea.ry of tbe 

atrug!!;le in wnicb t t was beco111ing clearer that. neither 

prevail without coapro11ise. l n 1122 , a compro•miae was 

ei'Cected in the Concordat of Wor•S· Henry V ~;uaranteed 

the cano~ical election oi bishops and abbots. I o re­

t urn the Papacy conceeded to tile ~aperor tbe right for 

bl • or one of bis repres ented officials t o be at the 



elections. Wbat seemed to b '1 a coaproaise was in £act 
17 

9 

a victory £or tue Papacy. ~o Roly rtomao E:aperor waa able 
18 

to reign '1Ji tb a tree band over t ile Church. Tbis Cloes 

not mean tbat ttJe tAiperor 's aubait l ed. Fred.erick Bar-

barosaa attempted to gain control over the Gierman Church. 

Tbe Papacy was able to prevai 1 becauae it wa1a backeo by 
19 

t11e great. ieudal lords. Slowly the tide beg;an to run 

a g a lDs t che secular torces, and Cnnocent III. was vir t ually 
20 

a ble to decide who was to be c.mperor. Tue excomiauoications 

and tile depositions c ootinueel, but it was tne Papacy, and 

not tbe Moyal iorces, wno were a ule to increase iLs 
2 1 

perrogai.ives. 1'bis is evident by 1.11e tact that in 119!:1 

Innocent l ll was aole to Cli rect.Ly 1.ax t ne " " rman Cuurch, 
2:! 

over t ne stroug proteats o1 t11e .,;onarcny. 'In i;eneral, 

tile 13th c e ntury was one 01 prG6'ress and re·-organization 
23 

l or toe Papacy. 

•1·1e forces tha t ~a•neu the a:osL u · om t.ni.s c un­

iosion was the ~roup 1.nat ins. ,•ed its conti1nua:1ce- toe 
2 1 

ieuda l lords. Wnile io o tJer _uropean count ries the power 

01 tl1e .
1
oyal lorces was i ocr ea sini; , i.o Germany , µo\ Lti­

~al union became wea~er. And uoa of tne prime r easons 

was tnat Ln t oe back,round of all social- economic li fe 

in -1ermany was tt1e fact oi cne c .inti.nuins d tsflote be­
'1.5 

tween Ln~ .:.mpire anu U1e l•apacy , Ct was not ·Jn.Ly tbe 

lords that ensured tile perpetuai.i.on of t 11 es.e di.visive 
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forces, for tbe foreign policies of botb l::nglaed and 

France were inclined in tne sa1Ae direction. l''<eitner uad 

any desire to see the 111yth of the Holy Roman ~mpire 
26 

beccme a r eal ity. 

but Germa ny could 11ot entirely esca pe tbe changes 

t nat were taking place in Western Europe. After 1100, in 

response to the increasing use of money, tne rise of 

trade, and t t1e growth ot a burguer class, towns increased 
27 

in importance. Tbougn these cnanges were less evident 

in Germany, t ne tremors could be felt in spite of tne 

fact that the 13th century represent"d the u,eall; oi 
~8 

feuda l.ism . Fort.he same period saw t11e begin1n 1 ng 01· tne 

enf ol tne feudal system. Intiaily, tne rewdal lords 

looked askance on tuese towns, t'or t uey reµr-esented a 

threat to lue way of .life on whi.c l1 the ooblE•S tllrived. 

l hile 1t coul d oe said Lnat in toe lOtb centur y Germany 

was "thoroughly 1euda lized~, t ile winus of cnange wt=re 
29 

blowing much stronger in t 11e 1.!th and 13th c:enturies. 

Unable to stop the ctlange, the great lords ondeavored, 

at best to use tnischange t o tneir a ovantagc!, and, at 

worst t o contain it.. Tbus the rise of town•> precipi­

tated a struggle for their cont.rol between itne c;mperor, 
30 

tbe secular and ecclesiastical lords and t1a1a Papacy. 

'111e towns t .1e111selves were usually in favor •Df a strong 

monarct1y, for tnis was the best guarentee o,( peace. 



11 

Peace was a necessary condition for many of 1:11e burghers 

engaged i n trading witl:lin tbe borders of Gercaany, A 

stronger monarchy would, as it ned done in 1:.11,;land and 

France, bring gTeater c .. ntralizat.ion, Tnis •ms of para­

mount tmportance to t he towns. 

Though tile towns often began aided by Royal grants 

oJ self- governiaent, the t:rown was 1'orced to l~and the 
31 

towns over to tile feudal lords in the 13th c•~ntury. 

but tbe princes were only able to slow down ·the economic 

process, tbey were unable to stop it altoge~her . Tbe 

towns continued to grow in power, and tbe pe•ople t'lock-
32 

ed to the•. They became more and more independent and 

s lowly , and some times pain1ully, Germany moved in the 
33 

direction of centra l ization. 

This progress is evident if one is able to take an 

ov~rview of German nistory that encompasses several 

centuri es . It is doubtful, however, t hat ~·rederick 

Harbarossa was able to sense tuis slow drift toward cen-

tralization. His Kingdom was divided into "'arring fac­

tions that t'ed the internal discord . A f8Jlli.ne, resul­

ting from natural and political causes, swept through 

Geraany. Rome WclS piously deaanding another crusade; 

the nobles, a costly was in rtaly . By gran1;ing additional 

powers to tne lords, Frederick was able to res tore so•e 

semblance o! order. For the lords desired disunity, 



34 
not anarchy. l<ome, however, continued to press for :yet 

another crusade. the struggle over inverst iture had re­

sulted in increased religious feeling in all classes. 

In this indirect sense, the struggle also gave birth 

to the Crusades , which the Popes were able to use to 
35 

furLher own i nterests. At one point tbe Papacy event 
36 

tried •o instigate a crusade against the Eaperor. Most 

of the crusades were hopeless failures, doo11ed before 
37 

they started. This widening split between t.he Pope and 

tbe t.mperor worked in J'avor of the great feudal lords. 

When their own prerogatives were not threatened, they 

did everything in their power to see that this feud 
38 

cC1otinued. 

12 
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CHAP'l't:i< 1 I I 

One of tile first results of the Crusades was tbe 
1 

persecution of certain Jewish co•munitiea. Tbe Jews were 

not newcomers to Ger•any. Indications are :tbat there 

was a large, well ori;anlaed Jewish communit;y in Ger.any 
2 

as early a11 321 or the Co••on t:ra. T11e Jew1s enjoyed full 

civic liberty, being restrict ed only in pro11elyti&ing , 

in t he ke t.< ping oJ' Cbrislian slaves, and in the holding 

or civil office. Tbey "ere allowed to engage in all 

occupations and did so, especially ln tile areas of 

a griculture, trade and industry. 'Ille Jews continued to 

prosper under the Burgundians and tile Frank:s. Charle­

magne often ude diplomatic u11e of toe Jews,. He sent 

one as an interpreter and guide with bis e111bassy to 

t!arun al-Rashid. .i.s the Cnurc 11 ~ained poli ti.cal powe r 

in Germany, t he J ews we re oft en subjected t.o attacks 

t ha t were framed in religious pbrases. Ttuiy were, now-
~I 

ever, motivated by econo111c coosiderations,. Tile out-

breaks of popular passin a gaioat the Jews during tbe 

Crusades added ta the precariousness of thci Jew' a con­

dition, but •oreoften tbsn not tney were protected by 

the E11peror. In fact, tile Crown clai11edtA11•._.-ight o.f 
4 

posaesaion over tbe Jews. Many Jews were Jforced to 

convert during tbe waves of 11ob ranatic is• engendered 
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by the Crusades. But tlle negat ive effect should not 

be over empnasized. f'or exa•ple, t ne ef1ecits of the 

Firat Cruaa•e were not widely felt by the J•!ws. Those 

who were forcibly baptized were allowed to 1re turn to tbe 
5 

religion of their fathers . To understand tl~is aeelling 

contradiction of iaob violence on the onehanid, and pros­

perity and alignment with the power structwre on tbe other, 

one •ust focus his attention on the social ~oaition 

of the Jew during the 12th and 13th centuri·es. 

In the 12th century, the overwhel.11ing •ajorfty 

of the Jews lived in the towns . The Jewish population 
6 

was undergoing a steady increase . This period saw tne 

feudal institutions at the apex of tueir power but in 
7 

thetowns change was in the atr . II\ 1103, the Jews or 

Ger•any were placed on a new l~gal basis . They came 

under Royal protection. l'hey beca111e, in ef feet, the 

property or the Roly Ro•an Ellperor, There was " long 

tradition in Germany to suppo·:t this aove, it was far 

fro• a radical one. It for•alized what ha~l b een assuaed 
8 

for centuries. This step was prompted by i;ne Royal wiab 

t o place as many towns under its domain as possible. 

It bas been noted tnat aost of the expanding Jewish 

population was in the city. Thia new legall status 

at' Corded the Jew •any privileges along wi tb tbe obliga­

tiona. In 1157, theae privileges were enlarged and 



specified in tbe Privilege of Woraa. Und•er this Pri­

vilege Jews caaeto be equated with legal land peace 
9 

protection. 

15 

As will be seen, toe Jews constituted an integral 

part of the growing towns. And t ue towns theaselves 

represented the future. The lords atteapted to hold 

back t he cities' developaent, and when t b.i a proved i•­

posaible, tbey forced ~rederick II to ban1d over many 
10 

or the Royal towns . The Royal forces badl no such --

bivalence. The towns served their needs at virtuall y 

every turn. As tile towns grew, and their industries 

and trade along with thea, the feudal econoay gradually 

gave way. 1'1ie mercantile interests deaanded a greater 

degree of centralization, and tnia certa1inly enbanced 

the Crown's cnancea for eventual su;::ceaa over the vested 

feudal interests. 

Toe general privilege of 1157 f ollowed toe -ny­

pr ivileges that specific r.oamunities would band down 

to definetheroleor tne Jew in Geraan society. The 

Jews became property, but ver y valuable property, and 

were tr" e ted as such. I n 12.36, F'rederick II proaul-
11 

gated a privilege aaking the Jew servi tu~ caaer1a ... The 

feudal lords, aoviog to protec t their io1teresta, also 

nanded down privileges tnat were very t'e1vorable to lhe 
12 Jew. These pr ivileges caused one 12th c:en lury ~almudist 



to compare the Jews to knights because of tll1eir freedoa 
13 

of movement and the ir t•ight to bea r arras . l.n medieval 

Geraany these were strictly upper c l ass prh•ileges . In 

addition, the Jews t1ad the ri ~ht to the ir o•ro j uris-
14 

<iic tion. 

T11e towns continued to grow and to prosper. This 

was so in s pite o f t he many disputes over t.heir con-

trol. ven t he crusading rabble, wn i c11 of t <m sacked 

towns on r oute, d id not stop town dwel lers ifrom pur-

16 

suing their own i nterests. C~rt.ain Jewisu -~Toups r ... aped 

1:1reat .nat e r i al henefit Jrom t11 ~ towr1 ' s activ1ity. At one 

pe riod in G"' r man t1 istory t rae t e r ms " mercha111t" a nd "Jew" 
15 

wer e used almos t inte.rchan11;a bly. The Crusa··•es and tne 

conco·~itant ~rowtn of lra!le, bot u or wuic oi t. >e Jew lar g ly 
16 

made possible , d i s p lacodthe J~« lrom Lhi s f~vored po-

si tion. Thes e activi , ies rais e d up a new class of 
17 

Chris tian fina ncc rs. lne Ch r istian trader s, t or the ir 

own protection, formed guild~ wulc h wer e c l osed t o the 

Jews . The Jews found it increasingly oifl icu lt to com-
18 

pC?te. l:lefor etne c r usa Jes the Jew served as middleman 

between east a nd west, but tile " r e li·;ious w•ars" raised 
19 

up a new class of mercnant traoers among tbie Christ i ans . 

{tt t •e 12th and the 13th cent uries, t he J ews 

w~re f orced, both economi cal l y and politlcmlly, into 
20 

l endlne; money on interest. I n some cases t:he Jews wer e 
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granted a virtual 111onopoly in this new, hi ghly pre­

carious endeavor . 'l'hi s was done by a govermaent decree 

or by simpl y forbidding J ews from entering •other 
2 1 

occupations. 

Perhaps the Jews did not enter t uis occupation 

willingly, in any case, they ~anaged to make a reaark­

able success out of it. It was a tainted profession, 

and the official Chur ch practice from the 12th to the 

l~tb century was to prohibit its •embers fro• engaging 

in usury. I n •oat instances the Church stt"'ove to en-
22 

force their decrees. Tainted profession or· not, r e-

cords indicate entire vi Uages, tolfllS, and even do-

minions falling into the fiscal possession of the Jews, 
23 

in this era. 1 he liquid assets of tne Jewu doubled and 

trLpled. 'I lle overall wealth .,f the Jewish community 

was great . 'T'l1ey paid substant i a l taxes ancl met exorbi­

t ant ransoms. For example, in 1241, though tbe Jews 

cons\ i tu t ed but one percent ..1f tttepopulat ioln, t hey 
2-l 

paid twelve percent of the t ota l i•perial levies . 

The bankr uptcy of feudalis• often placed tbe 

Jew, !l!!.! money lender, in a very precarious political 

position. 'rhe very activity of" money lending did not 
25 

result in a positive image. The endeavors the Jewa 

financed were orten not. very productive. It -s also 

difficult for tbe borrowers to pay the exorbitant int erest. 



It was a vicious circle. The interest was t1igh bo:cause 

of tne hazardous nature of tne endeavor, ancl tnis saae 

in t ereat often made pay•ent. of tne loan i•pc1saible. 

'! bus tne nobles often declared tbe docu•en t to be in-

valid, or stirred up the masses on r e li!(; ioun grounds-
26 

"Cbrist kill era". '1 .1e Crusades offered a wolcu•e 

opportunity to 1hose nobles w.10 wer e indebt•!d to Jewish 

money l .:ndera not only t.u wipe the balance 1iheet clean , 

but lo gain a little booty in toe process. There are 

l d 

many ~nsi.ances in whicn t be crusao.fors exac t .ed buge pay­

ments f r om J~wisb communities in return for their lives. 

We should not be surprised to encounter instances in 

whicn Oisbops risked their lives to save tt1e Jews of 

their town , or other occasions in wuicll t ue town Bishops 

ea~erly helped tbe plundering ~ordes. f or as Heine 

observed: " ••• wnat we now call the hatred of the pro-

letarian against tile rich, was for•erly called Jew 

bat.red." Cu 111auy towns tbe l 'lcal cnurch was in silent 
27 

partn~rsbip •i th the Jews,. In these towns, the stage 

t nat the financial •achinat.ions haci reached!, often de­

t eriained a Bisops benevolent or aalevolent attitude. 

This 11roblem can only propel"ly be discusse cil under tile 

purview of Judeo-Cbristian relationsuips in 12th and 

13th century Germany. 



At first g lanc e the r e lationsn lp seems to be a 

negative one. In tbe spring of 1092, 22 Jews wer e slain 

at Metz; on May 3, tbe Jews of Speyer were a ttacked, 

wi tb 11 dying; on ~lay 18, the Jews or Worms were all 

slain, except for a few wuo were forcibly baptir.ed-
28 

eight hundred • ere killed. Fro• Home came anti Jewiab 
29 

l e(fislatlon penned by Innocent III. A Biabop of Re-

gensberg coined the expression: •a Chriatian in name1 
30 

and a Jew in deeds•. So•e acholars view this periodl 

as oneof "humilia tion and degradation " for tbe Ger l!Mlm 
31 

Jew. On closer examination, however, a dif t'<?rent pi.c-

ture e • erges. 

19 

The Je'lti.sb s ettlers in Geraany originally se·­

gregated thease lves 'lti.llingly. They did tills for r•~­

lig ious reasons certa inly, but it was •:>re than re l :lgious 

motivation that pro•pted tile move. A closed settle1ment 

in a town offered positive business opportunities t•or 

tne J ewish merchants, for both co111peti t ive and co-o·perath•e 

operations. Also, a pragmatic appraisal of their situation 

in a Christian country told them that they would re-

ceive better and more proapt protection by tne town 

lord, or the reprsentative of toe CrolfO. And tne J 'ewish 

leadership saw t .1e advantage in a s ergegated co11U1Jun1i ty 

in teras of the control tnat they would be able to 

exert. 1 t has already been noted that the Jews wer•e 



allowed to govern themeelves, and a sprawlin1~. disor­

ganized co ... unity would bave posed both reli 1~iQua and 
:>2 

economic proble•s for the l eadership. 'l'he f1~ct. that 

20 

very few Jews aapired to political office ca111 be atlri.bu­

ted more to the attitude their own leaders r 1ather than 

to discriainatory intent on the part of the 1Christiao 
33 

leadership. 

U was in the best i.nterat of the Crown to pro­

tect tbe Jew, wbo, to a large ex~eot, financed Royal 

schemes, and represented an integral part of Royai 

consolodation plans for Ger.any. It would be a aiatake 

to view the Church in a differnt light. Tbe1 Papacy alao 

strove to control tbe towns , and one of the f'llw tbi"nga 

Lhat !<oaie and the Emperor were able to agrell: upon was 
34 

tbe fact the Jewai aust be protected. We ha\l•enoted in-

stallces in w11 ich tile Cllurcb wEc-nt into silent. econoaic 

partnersbips ~ith the Jews, to the advan tage of botb. 

Proble•s arose because of toe co•petJt ti on between 

tbe Cbristian leadership instltutions over 11he control 
35 

of the towns. In !iUCh circuastancea the Je•H oft en 

found themselves as pawns in a co•plex game with very 

high stakes. The attitude al a particular 1power group 

depended more on t 11e political conditions t lnan on wlletner 

the Jews w<? re responsible ior t ne deatn or the Christ. 

How ellie is one to explain Innocent UI' s c iontraating 
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statement& concernin~ the J ewa? On t11eone hand, be calls 
36 

tbeia the "living witnesses of tn~ true faith", and 

on t Je othe r sta t es tbAt they de11erve everything t he 
37 

crusading r abble did to them, and more. the tru~ nature 

of bis comp laint can be seen in tne fact that be often 

ad11on ished pr inces who a llowed the Jews to take poss ess­

ion of C•1ris t i an caalles and villages WLtn t heir money 

l ending schemes , " and tile worst ot' i t i s Lo1at u1e Church 
38 

loses toe tithes•. 

I nnocent wa nted cnis r "venue for t bE: t.nurcn , but 

the s e cular in t erests in Germany were able t o of fer 

a bona-fide protcc ti on policy t o t ue Jew tllaL :<.011e 

could no t , Political expedi .:ncy de111anded uome action 

fr om t ne Papacy, and it often came in t h e ll orm of anti-

s emi tis•. I 11e J ew's pos ition was pr ecarious because his 

uest iny was uc ing woi·ked out by forces ove1r w11ich ue 

di d no t have ade4uate control . 

Cnt ; 1·es l ingly, tue altitude 01 the •German Bis-

nops, which a s bas been noted , often r an counter to 

!tome, was fo r tile mos l pa rt favora bla toward the Jews. 

For r{ ome was no more able to e xert control over t ue 

German l:! is11opry, than the i::!Dperor was abl e to ciomina te 
39 

tile lords. 

'I lle tact tllat t ne Jew was allle to integrate hiia-

seu· in to the b~siness a t' fa irs of t ile town1s i s tes t i mony 



to the prevailing attitude of tne Cbristcian coou11unity. 

'l'llere are aaoy town proclamations from tnis era wn icb 

are very high in t heir praise or t ue Jew, and wllicn 
40 

demand bis protection. 1'nere is an instance where a 

town may or, l •l a calllpai gn proai se, pledged to induce 

Jews to coae to his city because o.t: tt1e add.ed honor 
41 

that will come to t ue town . roe fact that toe Jew would 

also bring greater weallh into toe community doubtless 

nsd soaething to do with the mayor's pledge•. 

tile general t<oyal privileges tbat WE•re extencled 

t o tbe Jews 11ave already been discutised, b i:11: they snould. 

be ke pt. i n mind, for t ney spell out tile fuc1damental 

condition of tne Jew. The Carolingian tradition of 

protectin11; t oe Jews was more closely a<lllert!u to in 
42 

Gei"many t 11ao i o el ther l!.ngland or ~'ranee. Un toe whole, 

the rel;•t ions uetween toe J ews and their Christian n eigh-
43 

bors we re fairly aaiable. 

From tne beginniO>t ot' +: he lltb cent111ry t o the 

latter part of the 13th, t he evidenc e i udi ocates t 11at tne 

Jewis11 co1111lluni.ty in Ger.any was both numerioua a nd i.es-
44 

perous. This is not to discount the precwriousneaa of 

their situation. But its nature is to be expai ned in 

the larger perspective oi t be powe r politi•ca of the 

day, a nd within tnis s t ructure tbe Jew occupied an i m­

portant, ~nd often essen tial part. For example , it 



cannot be denied that the Crusades adveraly affected 

t.he liatcrial, econo•ic, and spiritual life 1Df tne Jew. 

But paradoxically, it was tne economic inflii1ence of t ile 

Jew tbat made tbe Crusae:lea possible . And t ine tacts 

indicate that certain elements in the Jewlslh co11munity 
45 

reaped considerable profits f rom the Crusade• . ~oat 

of tue Jews in Germany wer e not directly touched by 

the Crusades, altbough the social and econo11ic r ever-
46 

berations were soon felt by tbe whole of Ger•any. In-

deed, a Jewiah observer at the Mayence diet wnere the 

23 

plans were completed tor the Crusades, expr'eased a great 

deal of satis1'action for, "it was written a,nd sealed 

as we ll as proclai11ed by word oJ mouth that they must 
47 

watcn over the Jews, even as tne apple of their eye". 

rt 1tas been noted what sometiae::i nappened wrhen the nobles 

found tbe1oselves in a financial bind. _ But these per­

secutions must be seen as part of t11e ~eat:er w11ole . 

The wealthy Jews v ery rarly pa 1d 1Jit11 the ir lives, for 

they were of little value i n that sta·te to t he Emperor. 

Many Jews did die, and many Jews were poor and diaen-
48 

cbanted with their lot. For many J ews in 1tbe Ger•an 

towns, ! lf'e •as wi tbout hope, and at times •i tllout bread, 

but this was due moreto their own l eadersb.ip, t 11an to 

tto•e or feudalis• or tne c:aiperor. Tnis po:lnt will be 

discusse d later. 
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Only one facet of Jewish activ i.ty in 11e1Heval 

Ge rmany has been -'Xamined- the <:cono•ic one.. And al­

though Jew and merchant were often used int•~rc,.angably • 

1J1any Jews were not l'lh<rct1ants. For many Jew1s were en­

gaged in the Sbudy of the Law. I n 12th and 13th century 

Germany, tile main in te1lectual activity of 1Lhe Jewieh 
49 

scholar class ras the study of the Talmua. It was not, 
50 

however, of a very cr<:ative nature. Graetz notes that 

toe Jt!WS of this period were without "taste or enthus­
Sl 

iasm" ior LUis discipline. It is important to not!:! 

tha t some see Lhis period as b~ing one u t o~cline in 
S;.! 

r e1;ard to i ntellectual pursu<ts. 

It was a t i me w .• en stab i lity and pro:sperHy 

exi,s ted a lon~side ot cuaus a 11u pove r ty d-.pe1nd1n~ upon 

one's social c ondit ion. H was a µerio d wh,en the forces 

o f c 11ai:g e w.1icb weretu move Ger many out 01' .l'eudalis11 

w.;re in evidence in the towns. l t was a pe11·iod wnen toe 

reli gious Ieaoe r ship was as polilic&lly act i v e as a 

leu<ta l 101 d or the Holy Homan t:mperor. It 111ra& a period 

when tile secular Jeaoership defined their g'oal& in 

religious ideology. It was a period when t lhe int ~llcct­

ual pursuits of the l eadership class only served to 

widen tile ~ap between tllem and tne oisconte1nted uase&. 

Above all, it was a period when a &11811 portion of the 

populace was able to exert control over an increasingly 



restive and potentially powerful cllass of city dwellers . 

All of t nese conditions existed not only among the 

Christians, but, to ao equal degre1!, could be found 

among the Jews. 

25 



CHAV1t.t< 1\1 

1'he social and econo•ic cli111ate ol Germany in 

the 12th and 13th centuries ha• been examined. There 

are many facts to use and Misuse, but at least tbere 

are certain documents wnich aake a r econstruction of 

the period possible . About Judah, the son of Samuel, 

the Aasid of 1le g;enshurg, few fac ts are available. His 

life spans the l ast half of tbe l2tn century and the 
1 

first decade and a half of tne 13th. It is known that 

he was bo1·n into a most distinguished fa111ily, the Ka­

lonymidei;. uri ginally fro• I taly, someof its members 

26 

aoved up into " est ern c.urope in the 9th and 10th centur:ies. 

Liturgical p<>ets, tal11udists, and ayst ics traced their 
~ 

ancestry to thi• prominent family. Only bits and frag-

aents of Judah's life have been lef t to us. Born in 

Speyer, be eventually ~ade his way to HegenPbur g , the 
3 

intellectual and c t> ltural center 01· Germany. 1 here he 

founded an academy. 

There are, however, ma11y interesting legend• 

concerning his life and hie work. One relates that he 

was 18 years old before he began his formal studies . 

This was a cause of much embarrassaent to his f ather, 

who was a great 1'al a udist. Judall preferred to spend bis 



1n tne fields, or in lne pursu.it 01 s c.'.:ular kno11rledge. 

F'inally nis fa Lht-r was ab le to convince him to c1egin 

his Jewish st11dies. As soon as Judah heard his father 

utter the ineffable na11e of God , he was seized by a 

prophetic trance . Seeing this , Samuel predicte~I great 

tnings for bis son. And so it was. Judah round that 

ne was able to memorize all or Jewisn tradition as s oon 
4 

as be s aw or neard it. Several legends deal wil•ll the 

common theme of Judah ' s ability in improving tbj? re-
5 

l ations between the Jaw and tne Christian. The1>e1 l e-

gends show him dealing wl.tb princes and t.own ma:rors and 

b ::.. shops . Jn all of them he is able to col!lllland itne t !' 

respect. In some of the• be is sougot by the Cl11ris1.ain 

l ead ership fo r advice on reli gios and politi cal pro­

blems. Por exampl e, one saga tells of Judan Ga'ving an 

innocent Jewisn coaununi t y f rom persecution by g•oi .. g 
6 

directly to the t own mayor . ln another, Juda11 gains 

an audience with a powerful prince who was f riendly to 

the Jews, and thus allows a Jewi.s b conimunity to escape 
( 

the wrath of certa i n Ctu· istians. Anotl\er tells of tbe 

27 

bi sbop of Sal zburg co111i ng to Hegensberg with the in­

tention of killing Judal1 . However, a short con\•ersaHon 

with t ne !lasid not only caused hi• to change nis 11ind, 
8 

but his religion a s we ll . One l egend has an i•portant 

ti rlnce coiaing to Judan to a.sk bim about the adv·isabi lity 



of joining a •ilitary alliance. Judah adviseu against 

it, and the Prince followed this advice, in fact , this 

Pr ince followed Judah's advice "in all aattern"~ In 

yet another legend .Judan ia able to save a ric:h man • s 

son fro111 forced baptis• by appealing to tile Christian 
10 

leadership. Several legends describe Judah a1; a .veat 
11 

scholar, In one legend, J udab i s shown en1'or•:ing a 
12 

little known law. 

Fro11 these legends a picture e11ergea niot only 

of Judah, but of the times in which he lives. Judah is 

28 

depicted as a great scholar, but auch more to.an a scnolar. 

He ill respected by tl lements of the Cllristiao leaoership, 

and is often aided by tile• for tile benefit. of llis fellow 

Jews . Judah is consulted not only on intellectU<tl and 

re!igiuus problems, but on politicrl ones as well. The 

legends i nd jcate that oe was ab!e to give sound advice 

in all these areas. He is pictured as coming fro11 a 

Talmudic tradition, but he does nrt re~ain within its 

confines. For he i s trained in secular -tte·rs as well . 

4ltbough be bad io be forced i nto tbe study 01f Talmud, 

no one forced or coerced him into loving natuire, or 

into inquiring into other areas of knowledge. 1'b.e 

precariousness ot' the Jewish position can be seen in tb.e 

aany times Judah went to the Christian leadership to 

save one community or another. The legends indicate 



that t his precariousness waa due to certain st:rug;:lea 

that were taking place in the Christian commwtity, not 

for any intrinsically religious reasons. All of this 

confor11s to what was concluded previously conc:erniog 

tbe way i n whicb tohe Jew lived and worked within tbe 

socio-econo•ic fra•ework: of •edieval Germany. It was 

noted tnat the relative insecurity of tbe Jewiish po-

si tlon resulted from the struggles taking pla4:e between 

the E11peror, the gr eat feudal lords, and tbe l?apacy 

for the control of the Ger11an towns . T11e was nn in-

tegral part of t.bese towns, and his services 138 a mer-

chant and as a money lender were required. Tiiley were 

treated well and were protected. However, ·t11,e l evel of 

29 

Cn.ristian l eadersuip which was not in power o f ten attack­

ed, the Jews in order io undermine tt1oae Christian lead­

ers wnose positions of power they sougnt to attain. The 

Jewish leadership, althoU~h able to govern and control 

the Jews, could not stop these sporadic outbreaks of 

persecution without going to friendly e le•ents in the 

Christian c ommunity. Tnese considerati ons ar·e " vident 

in the legends. 

T.nou ,n l htle is known at:out Judall'a life, tbe 

student of Ger1aan Jewisn history bas so11e~llic1i; more tban 

legends concerning tne Hasid of Regensber g . Tbere ia 

the serer ttasl.di• , tbe 1-jor work ol the aca~le•y he 
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&ounded. This book is not toe product oi Juoab a lone, 
l;i 

uut il does rt!pr~senl t 11e work oi one school oJ. tboui;nt. 

t he bo-0k, properly unourstood , l s a reflec Lioo of tbe 

life ol' lne Germa<l Jett1ish Coamuni ty ft• om tne ertd of tht! 
14 

12th c e ntury until tile middle of toe 13th. 'i'n•~ book 

speaks to tue practical probl eaa being faced b:r tbe 

Jews oi' medieval Ger1111ny . Cf tbe legends indi•cate tnat 

Judah was an active participant in tile a fi'airs of the 

community, the book pr oves it. un tbe surface, the 

book often seems to be a f olksy, rather meandering 

work, coapoiied o.I' many ele •ents, both secular and re-
15 

!ig ious in na ture. A closer examina tion, bowever, re-

veals much 11ore. 

The German Jewish Coau1unity of Judah's time was 
16 

lari;e, we ll orga nh;ed, anl prosperous. !\earl y a ll oJ.' 

the J ews lived in the towns. Jews were, i n f a.c t, found 

in a ll toe l ai:-ge towns o.t' Germaoy. While a ll 01 tile 

Jews were not, of course , wea lthy, there wt re many 

e'Xt remely wealthy Jews . Judall's attitude tows1r d them, 

as spe lled out in tne Seier ttasidie , i s quite clear. 

A & >:! c~ i. on t a lks about the good old daya wnen 1;be ri.gnt-

eoua of the co1Dmunity could force tne ric ll to give tbe 

proper amount t o cnarity. Elut in Judah's day tile ricb 

rule a nd tbey do not heed the c r y of tue needy except 

wben toey are forced to do so by c oapulsory d•ecree . 
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1'1lis s ection, as with so 11any others in tne book, quotes 

the Tahu.ad to ir.troduce the point tnat will be made. 

In tbis case a situation ia delineattod in wni+cn the 

rich have turned the tables on t'ne poor. Inst•ead of 

giving to tt1e•, the needy are forced to add to the 
17 

coffers of tne wealthy. To Judah'& day, the wealthy 

elements of society were often able to monopolize a 

particular trade or business and cnarge high prices 

because there was no competition. At times, the rich 

of one town •ade it. i•possible 1·or a aercnaot from an­

other town to do business i n toe fora er's abod.e. 1'hey 

•ere the ones to feel tnis econo•.i.c squeeze, l'or tile 
18 

lack of competi t.ion 11&de tbe prices bi~her. A1ccording 

to the German Rasidi•, toe rich were running I.he society 

at the expense ol' toe poor. In one oi tne many para­

bles in toe book, the reader 1s tolu of a rich mt1n 

who took a woman for his wife despite the fac1• that 

ne was not able to obtain the consent o( her par<mts. 

Tnis man went to a sage and asked h.i111 to participate 

in the 11edding, t:.u t the latt~r refused, and 1111 the 
.L9 

proce ss accused the rich .an of unjust action1s. Another 

section recounts tile action& of I\ certain sag1e wbo ad­

vised a - 0 to marry his dauguter off to a po•or suitor, 

rather than to a rich one. It aee•s that the latter 

was demanding a large dowry that the 1·atuer could not 



meet. The fat.her wanted to raise the •oney bJf begging, 

but was t~~d by the sage that this would be c•>mparable 

to robbery. In like manner, it is nut surpM1sing to 

find an admonition against the aumptious wedd:Lng feasts 

ot: the wealthy. Judah advises that it would \tie better 

t o ~ive so•e of tbe •oney to the poor. In an;y case, 
21 
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such feasts are in bad taste. One parable re•counts now 

one poor •an advised another in the sa•e econo•ic con-

di tion to take a rich woman for a wife. 1'be man re-

plied that even tnough he had barely enough food, ne 

would not do so for such an action would have an evil 
22 

affect on nis family. The reader is told t 11at money and 

Toran sLoply do not mix. For example, if the re is a 

poor scholar, one must provide him with food and shelter 

but not with 1noney , for this will make nis r.iind wander 
23 

from his studies. 

~ Ras idim indicates tnat the wealt.hy elements 

in tt1e Jewish community controlled the econo11tc life 

in the to1ms, bu t not only tile cconmlc aspects . f'or 

the reli ,~ious as well as til t: intellectual ini;titutions 

were controlled by the same elemeots. This r esulted 

i n a soci e ta l s <.' t up in which vi•' tually tbe only people 

wbo could p l"rfor11 t ne command.111<:n ts w<' re the rich. A 

parabl e tells of one wbo nooestly desired to carry out 

the c omma ndments, llut was uoa bl e Lo do so bec:ause of 
2~ 

his poor economic condition. 



Tne ~ Haai dim tells 01 a r i c 1 ma.1 wno in­

s i sted on c ontributing th" e ntire s um tor t he cons truc­

tion of a synago~e , even t'hougn ott1ers were 1~ager t-o 
25 

give . 'f 11i s man wan te<l all of the mer i t for h lls family. 

ln one l ong indict ment of tu" wealtny , the reader i s 

told that tne ric t1 were able to 111isuse the legal syste111 

t o t ne i r own advantage , lteep tne needy from lHlr 1 orming 

\.he com11and111ents, aid tne sinner s while spurning tile 

true lovers of God, and cna se people out of t ile syn-
26 

a11ogues. 'l'hus once tile synagogues were built , the 

domination of that institution by the rich, did not 

.;ease . A s ect ion tells of a man who wanted to sit 

closer to the a rk so i.hat nis prayers mi.1;nL be 1nor e 

r eaclily accepted. Since toe man was wealthy he was 

able to buy a front pew . 'f'be rich, it seems , occuppied 

the "choice" seats in the synagogues . Tnis s .ection 

ends w1tn tile cryptic co-ent that the be lief' that the 

proximity to t he ark helps one• s prayers to IJ1e accepted 

is an a bsurd one . 1'he only t hing tbal H acc:ompli11hes 

is t11e stirring up of envy ao1ong tbose wno are forced 
~7 

to si t in Lde back rows. tiut it is not only in tbe 

synagogue that the wrath ol t t1 e poor is rai.sod a gainst 

33 

tne weal tlly. for many of the r ict1 were enga1:ed i n lend­

ing 111oney at huge intere st r ates. 1fle r amifilcat ions o! 

this activity wt? re t'elt i n the Clt!'is t ia11 com1nunity as well. 



The ~ Hasidim sounds very rnuc11 like the 

papal Institution in its conaemnation 01' money lan<ling. 
28 

The book comes to equate cnarging interest witb fraud. 

One section relates that tile person who lends money on 
29 

interest will one day Jind oiasell i n dire straits. 

Once an evil Jew, who ac4uired. bis weal.th by money 

l ending, bad a poor n e i ghbor woo want ed to move . A 

suge a uvisea a third. Jew not to buy the poo1r man' a· 

property, because toe evil Jew wanted it, ~nd would 
30 

make poor wnomever o•~ed the property next to his. 

But tl1e rich, according to tt1c §.ili!: ~~· will not 

always be in tnis favored position, for ttl!!ir wealth 
31 

was undeserved. 

In t oe eyes of the au1.hors of ~ Hasidim , 

wealth was a l.;ad sign. For God tias let lht!se people 

acquire wealth so that all of their merit would b e used 

up. 'l 'bus tlley wi 11 not gain a1lJli ttance to Paradise. 

Conversly, tl.e gnud wno we re sull .:ring i n ,J udah's day 
3:.! 

will be rewa rded in this world to co1~e. F1or wealth 

caters to tbe deli ghts of lne body, no t th,e soul. It 

is of little value in gaining entry into t lnis heaven, 
33 

in fact, it exerts a negative iniluence. 'fhe socie'ty 

is such tnat only the rich are able to make tllemaelvea 

heard, wh~tner it be in the synagogues, the ~arket 
34 

places, or the law courts. 

34 



The picture ot city life in the l~th and 13th 

c enturies in Germany that is found in the ~ Hasidi• 

is a negative one. The ric11 Jews are admonisbe•~ in 

the book, but t h<.! authors of ~ Hasilli• do n•ot lose 

per&pective. For example, an interesting parable re­

late& that a poor person was a~out to sell a valuable 

object to a rich man. The latter did not know its 

35 

worth, and suggested they go to a ttllrd party for ad­

vice. The poor man first went to this tnird party and 

asked hi • to inflate t11e value or t11e object for be 

needed money. Tl1e tniru party refused to lie i o behalf 
35 

or cne poor 11an, no matter no"' much be needed t .ue aoney. 

In another section tne reade r is told that the poor wllo 

subsis t on charity are forbidue n to indulge i n luxuries. 

In s pite of the above men:ioned e l emen tu, it is 

quite cl ear in wnich direc tion the ~ !,!!~ 

points. The 1act that it affirms t ae i ntrinsic: value 

01 the ..! lhical act snould not c ·1use a r 2ader oJf the 

book to miss its main messao;a , and tne fact th4't tlli.s 

ideology i s ai•ed at a low cultural tradition. The book 

tlllls of a co111m9ni ty wnich lacked botn a syoa~1011:ue and 

a nos tel ror· u1e poor . 1'be reader is advise d tllat the 

hoste l ls 11ore important than t.he synagogue. Tile •-e 

section re la tes tna \ . Onvi d wns not alloweo to build tile 

Temple because he did not adequate ly att~nd to the oeeds 
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of the poor Ln bis kln~dO•. Une ot J udah's f a vorate 

'l a lmud i c pa ssages goes as follows. I<. Hama b . R. Ha-

ni na &9id to 1( . Oahayah: "How numerous were trne souls 

des troyed by your ancestors i n tns t they builL nu•~roua 

synagogu e s inst.:a d ot &'ivin.{ tuose s ums to s cl11ola r s 

occup i ed wi t11 sacred stuo.yl "• A sage a dds, i.o th" 

s aill " secti on, 1 bnt a 11un snoul d not r ear up s3roagogues. 

Let hi .. ratner giv _. t hOSl! s uas l o those God f 1:a r ing 

sc.1olars who s tudy tne 1ora11 , or t o those wbo ca:mot 
37 

livt: by ot.he r means. In like manner, 1f on t? has i\O 

ar ti c l e tnat both a rich a od poor man want, -ind both 

ol them a r l! offering tile same pl'i c e , it is a 11acred 
38 

duty to sell the object to the poor can. The reader is 

36 

told of a c ertain man wno nad many books in nis possess-

ion. This man instructed bis sons a bout Lne proper 

use to make of these book&. un~ of his injunctions 

was tha t the books should be lent to the poor s o:mer than 
39 

to the wealthy . The picture tile§~~! draws 

of Lne iot of the poor is a bleak one . He cannot per­

form the c om•andme nts , and he is left out in tne cold 

by the reli ~ ious aod secular institutions 01 tue Jew-
' 40 

isll Communi t y. 1n• rich force toe poor to pa1y taxes 

t hey cannot afford, a nd t.he latter have no pl.ace t.o " o 

to for retribution, botb the syntll;01<.Ues and t ne law 
41 

courts ware deaf to tbeir pl ess l'o r ne lp. 



Tne book relates t oat once t :ie poor came beiore 

Uod a nd a sked Hi• wny tllere wer e so many rich pe ople . 

And wny did ~od permit tile• lo incrmas e their wealth 

wo ile tneir own lot became ~ore oesperate. Tbe ricn , 

t ney c o11plained, nau enOU!;ll wealth so tna t one nundred 

poor could J ubsist on j ust one o1 their gifts. God 

r eplied tuat the scales oi J Lstice would one da¥ be 

ba lanced, a nd the ricn would be punished a s if t 11ey 
42 

wer e robbers. For even tllou ,,;11 t i le poor were na1t able 

to µe rtor11 tne necessary sacrements, there will. be a 
43 

plac !! .for t n e• in the world to co•e , ln fact, a poor 

man wno honestly dse ires to do tile 1;om111a ndmentu, but 
44 

is unabl e to, bring merit to others as well as hi•self , 

Thus, even though the poor were on tt1e bottom Of tne 

37 
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soc i etal ladder, tt1ey will end up on t he top i. 11 paradise. 

In m e above mentioned ca ses tue book is dealinp; witn 

t he most ba sic religious question. 1 he answer~ tnat 

it brin ..;s f'orwar c.! as tu w,iy tnere is suifering in "the 

world aro! coucnee\ in terms tllat t ile poor a nd u1ncu.lturo?d 

of t 1e day wilt understand . bu t once a :.,aio t u 'e book 

does not lose perspec tive . One section ad•oni.shes tile 

r e >Ad e r not to l' i\'e cuarity t o t11e unwor·tny bec,ause 

wha tever one gives tnem , l11ey spend on nar lots a nd on 

gluttony. Witll tnat kind ol iving one si111ply increaae& 

the wron~ kino o• people in t o e wor1'1. t his type of 



46 
cnarity is a sin and not a virtue, 

During t .1is period in Ger•any tile Jews •were 
47 

granted a vi r tual monopoly on 111ooey lending . 't ne Jews 
48 

were to be found in all of the main towns, and their 

wealth was signi.ficant, so s i '!;nificant ~hat tll'ey were 
49 

able to give taxes tnat belied tb~ir small numbers. 

~ llasidi• seeas to show a decided preferen,ce for 

those e l ements of s ociety • 110 <I id not share io, tllis 

prosperity. The book clearly shows tile strug@;les tnat 

were go in~ on in the German Jewish Comiaunity. Mirrored 

in t oe book are tbe disputes between the rich and t ue 

38 

poor, and those between i.ne e111poyer and tile en1pl oyee , 

lUld a lmost always tlle autnors side witu toe poor a nd tne 

employee. Judan consi stently takes tile side of the 
50 

weak and tne underpriv ileged. It is not that ne is 

against wealth, He coulu hardly be, for he C•llD., l' rom 

one or tne weahlli e st families in all of Geraumy. Un­

like Saint ~·rancis, to whom h e is often compair-ed, Judah 

never ~ave up tni::i •ealU1. 1<ather, tne booK is against 

the new iaonied classes wuo we re misusing tnei,r power 
5 1 

at the expense o! tne poor aod tue uneuucaled. 

Mucb of • na t tbe booK says a11ct tn e way in wnicb 

it phrases its ideology s bo•:. strong int"lueoce iroa 

medieval Christianity. Tue ma ny sections on t oe liv i ng 

and tue dead a ud thei r ioterr dfltionsnips is one r.as e 



52 
io point. 
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Anot ner is t n.? concept t.hat one cuuld l i !!:t1ten 

nis suffer•ing in tl1e world t o come by sufl eri,ng t n t nis 
53, 

world. fn~ l a ws of r e pentance in ~ !.!!!!.,!!:!!! &t1ow 

more kinship wi th medieval Ctwi s tiao tuour,o t than with 
::>4 

nalaklla. 

~ Haaidim, in tne ey es o1 Haer, s1;ioku to t ne 

real needs 01 those .,1ements 01· tne Jewis h C·ommuni ty 

woo we re una ble to f uoct ion in t.n .. midst of tne new 

monied activlti.:s in che towns . He !'e e l s that it -• 

a great er source o1 comtort to sucll J ews t.11an t l1e wor ks 
55 

01 t il.! pu i losopner s . Bu t l\ woula b~ a mistaitc ~o assume 

tha L J udah a nd nl ~ tollowers remained witnin t n~ ir 

academy. Tue1•e is litt l e! aoubt tnat. 11i.•y we nt. trom 

t ow11 \ O t own in irn effort to 3pread their mo1v r.mt> nt to 
56 

t ll1: masses. 'i. n t .1e process 1.ney E.tt·!c ked 111a1 .1y oi u1e 

exist in institutions and 1101·es oi' medieval life . The 

quest i on s s t o w11y they tailed is involved vri th other 

pr obl ems s uch as t ne neKa tive st~nce Di tne book in 

ree::u·u to money l ending , and tne ur i s tocratllc t o;ndenciea 

that exist wi tnin an ideology t ha t was c l early intended 
57 

for a l ow c ultural tradi tion. One must a lso consider 

tlle rela tionship ot' the German llaaidici moven1ent to 

"mainstrea m" Judili s 11 . Al 1 ol t nese 4uestio1ns will be 

examined . 

'l'ne 12th anCI 13 L • centuries i n Germany wer e one s 
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of i nt el lec tua l upheaval. ~ew doc trines were i.n tne 
58 

air, both in the r ·~li .;ious and i n t n<! economic spheres. 

One of the re.~sons for tnis commotion in t ne 111•orld of 

ideas was t ae f a ct that tue l ea dership class, botn 

secular and reli; ious , widened the ~ap be twee~1 tile peopl e 

and t r1em.selve s. Their own needs, w11ich they a ctive ly 

pursued, we re not in consonance wit 11 those of their 

follow2rs . This was particularly true ot tne re li ~;ious 
59 

e lements i n soc iety. Thi s widening r ift is ri!flected 

in ~ Basioim. 

Cn the book, the int e l lectual and r e li : ious 

l ead!rship occupy a plac e of importance in tne soci e ty. 

Many section• r e late , as will be seen, tne importa nce 

01 tlte t ea cher a nd ti.is work. Tne scribes occupy some 

01' tile bes t seats in t ile synagogues . 1 ue uncultured 

are mentioned many tiaes i n t ne book wltn fr equent in­

j unctions t o see ~nat tbey g~t enough to eat, but never 

at tt1e exp<?nseof a learned man, wn?s e care u:::ual ly t al.;es 

pr i o r ity. But tbe German liasid im have aiany either tiling• 

to say about tbe reli~ ious l ead~rsbip . 

T ne main activity of tll.is int e llectuaJl l eadership 
60 

was the study or Talmud. In the book, tnese men a r e 

labe led- pilpulists. It ls quite clear the j~ ~­

s.!!! does not look favorably on tne ir acliv i t:ies. One 

section advise s one wi th sufficient money not to con-



41 

tribute to tbe builc1i.ng of a syoagog,ue or ar. ucade111y . 

1<atber J e t him ;;ive ttte money l o wortny pcopl1~ wno truly 

devote themse lves to sacrea study. u:ie a noului not s tvc 

to tbosc who labor all <lay to 1 ind 1'almu<lic ciontradict­

ions so LtJa t ev eryone will marv el at ttJeir in·t.,llectual 

dexterity. These men are not to b~ considered the real 

devotees of learning. Fo r tney <1.0 nothing but :fer r et 

out contrAdictlons in order to flaunt tneir cleverness. 

One sbould ratner s upµort tbose God 1 l!ario~ people wno 

stuely wit n a ,, urpose in mind; tna t. is t11ose ~·no study 
6 1 

in ord~r to fulfil tbe sacred commandments . Another 

section advises r~aders tnat the good men of a town 

;inoul d serve aa its judges, <.!Ven ii c ~rtaln Eov il men a re 

1101·e l earned in the l aw. Simply becaus e a mun is good 

in pUpul does not lll~an that he is able t.o judge, on tile 

contrary. pilpul usua lly turns everything around ma king 
62 

tbe ~ood s eem bed and vice-versa. Tne reedc 1~ i s caution-

ed to be very leery of a pilpulist, tor aloog: witll cer­

tain Cllristian priests, their activities are often 

su.,;pect. 'l'hus one sHQuld be ver y r <! ticent to let nis 

63 
H'J O study with a pilpul.ist. une sec ti on tells ot' two 

brothers, one ot' wuo• tbe fat uer could send to a student 

teache r win l e the other would nave . o work. One son 

was acute , but a pilpulist. 1·11e otner was not as acute, 

but Ile wa s not a pilpuli.si. 'rhe rat11er ;,ent tile son 
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who was not a pilpulist .:ven tnougo be .vas not ae• saart. 

in seclions like ~he above, Judah is tellin~ the r ead­

er that pi lpuli- is an extravagant and uften danu:tg i ng 

waste 01 tiae. His condeamation 01 t he intellec1:ual 

leadership aoes not stop with the pilpulists. 

Wnen a lesson is tau ~ 11t in l ote ~ ~ti.!• 

it is usually placea in tne uoouth ol" a sage. Tb•H when 

a su;e 'JPlll'o•es 01• disapproves of an i nai•idual 1Dr a 

st Lualion, i t i s a good bet t11at tt1e autnors of the 
65 

buok a1•e expressing tneio· own be .Liefs , Onc e, a section 

relales, a 3age .. :n tere.: tbe house ot a s ,cr.be and saw 

mi.ny tbini;s of wu ich 1c di sapproved. For exampl ..- , lbe 

sc»ibe le ~ t11e neao of n is pen r .>st on tbe ; round, he 
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was advised by the sage t11a l a peu tha t wrote ho•ly words 

sllou) , 1h ver Ile a . lo•ed to res ~ on tne ground. 0 11 

f ur tncr examination th" sage f ound tna l t ile scrtb l was 

add i11g i o tn" 11oly text, anu ue was admoni sne<l nev ~r 
~ 66 

lo aod o 1 t o subtract l • 0111 wuat is written. Auol ner 

s"ction s llotrs a man wiLn uvn",~ nsld .1 .. ,1ow . o µult it to 

t he best use. A sage tells not t o giv e Lt to a scribe 

for s uch men pe rvert tt1e words of th" 1orah. N11tber 

he is advised to givetne 11oney to tne poor who l uck 
67 

t ne means to buy tueir own clotlling. In anotbe.r instance 

the reader ls tol d tnat t11e scribes are so inadequate 

in their sacred task l11at it would be better to let 
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a left ham,t~d person copy t tte Torah, or e ven a wo1ian. 

I n one s ect ion, ~ ttaaidi• lauds the great sagus 

of yesteryear because, among other tl1ingr. , tney nuver 

signed their works. Tney <lid not chase atter tbe false 

god of personal honor. These sages a r e contrasted wi t b 

the s cribes of medi eval Germany wno append tbeir 1ii9-
69 

natures t o tne work tbat tbey do. one story tel11s of 

a sage wno vi s i ted a cert a in town . Tile people oi' t.llia 

co11111unit y wa nted to show their respect to ini s sa1ge 

so they ot'l <!red him t ne cnoicest seat in t. lleir sy1na-

go i;;ue . When the sage founo. out tnat this seat was that 

ot t ile leaaing scribe in town, he refused to occupy it. 

1 ue sag;e even r e fused to use tbe prayerbook because 
70 

it na tl been penned by the same scribe . 

Ct is evident that t he Sefer li1tsi<li• takes a die 

outlook on the intel lec tua l l eadershi p or the German 
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Jewisll Coemuni ty. It bas, however, a distinct re·verence 

ior learnln~ , but not the activities of the ach~lar 

c lass in e edieval Germany. The a ut i1ors of the bo1ok 

are not for stucty si111ply J'or the sake of study. The 

reader is told tnat everyone who l earns the Torall a 11d 

does not fulfi l it is worse than one wuo neither knowa 
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it or practices it, and uis punisU.ent will be worse. 

une sect ion t e lls of a certain scholar to whom the un-

cu ltured liste"'1ed, but to w110• the other acnolariJ di d 



not. 1'his scholar was asked with wno• be would r a ther 

be witll and Ile replied: "wbe tber dead or al i•re I would 

rat ner be witt1 on~ wbo listens to good advic•e.• l•­

plicitly tbis section t.ells the reader that. 111.n ignor­

ant person w!lo follows tbe right people is better t.han 
?2 

a scholar who doe& not. I n like aanner, tbe ~ 

Raaidi• adviaes \.hat lt is b e tter for a man to associate 

with an uncultured person who is benevolent tban with 
73 

a scnolar who is a aiser or a bot te•pered p1eraon. 
?4 

Also, an uncultured person who fears Heaven is i;o be 
?5 

prefered over a scholar wno doe• not. Anottler section 

tells of scnolars wno are •uch more evil in their action& 
76 

t ba.n tne uncultured. It would b<? fallaciou l; to con-

elude tllat i ~'tlorance beco•es an ideal of soi~t& in tbe 

~ Hasioia. Tt1ere are a plethora or sect:ions which 

•eke it clear tnat this is not so. Some t e ll the reader 

t hat one's teacuer takes prec edence over one's own 

parents. '('bis tt1oug1tt, Hke so a11 ::1y otners i.n lhC bouk, 

is usually conveyed in Lue io1·m of parables . t-' or ex­

ample, it is s upposed that a house on fire contains 

the parents and the t4!achers. Tne latter a.re to be 

aaved first. F'or reasons which will be exp1lained, the 

ideol ogy of Sefe r Hasidi• cuts acrosa tbe !;ocial, po­

litical, econoaic, a nd inte ll ectual clau; JLines of tbe 
77 

•edieval Jewish Coamunity. 



The ~ Haaidi• is coPl to tne varioua innc:r­

it.ed aristocraci es, but tbe priesthood and tile levit;es 

are taken to task U1e way in wt1icl1 the pUpu lista and 

tbe scribes are. This aee•s t .1 sug~eat tbal. the y dJld 

not play an i111porta11t part in tile affairs of tne Jeuiat1 

co11111unity. lt is also possible tbat the leaders of tne 

~ !lasidi• had somelhing tn co-on with tnese o.ld 
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guard el t~•ents of societ.y. 1>ne section l nO icates t 1nat 

the p r iest ly roles in t 11e synagogue were not crucial. 

Agai n t ll<! lesson i .; laught 1n tne to" • 01 a parable. 

(n a synagogue certain wrongdoers baa i;ain eel the upper 

uand and nad managed to monopolize tne nonor ot bin.Cling 

t oe Tora n . Tney gave coosLde rab.la a 111ouots io charity 
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i. . r e lurn tor t.nis 11onor , but they re1useel to let 01tners 

uo it , us in~ tne tact that they gave consirterable uums 

to charity . 'l'he sa11es savi s e d tll .?• l.o let t 11ese mEm 

continue to bind t.1e Tw911 , because lt •as not a cr9cia l 
79 

func tion . To s top tnem woo ld b e like rot-!lin~ t he poor . 

Another section mentioni; a priest wno was attempting oO 
to court a woman w110 was ritually forbidden ~o bim . 

One section relates an Lnstance i~ wnlcn a priest could 

not pronounce important parts oi tile 1i turgy cori' e:ct ly. 

Ct is stated that tnis priest snould no L nave beem 

allowed to go up to tt1e ark. 'l'lle same section lncticatea 

disapproval with tne way the levi tes snowed off t t1eir 

81 
voices. 
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Since, accor·oing to tile ~ Hasidim, tlle priests and 

the levites were not periorll.ing t heir functions properly, 

nod aince the intellectual leadership of the synagogues 

were misusing their powoors, it is 11ardly s urpr·ising 

t. o 1i11d that tue book is ni gnly critical ot' tine syna­

gogue. However, ~ Hasidim reco~nizes t he need 

for the institution. A section relates that it uas 

been in the synagogues tnat God naa appeared 1:0 aan 
82 

since tne experience at Sinai. Anot11er pa ragraph ad-

monis lles the Jewisn co•munity t;o make i ts synagogue 
83 

nicer than any Jewis11 house 1n town. from vairious 

citations it is apparent tuat tnere were ofte111 more 14"9n 
84 

ont• synagogue in a town. 

l' lle a u t hors of our book quarrel not with the 

i ntrinsic value of tne synagogue, but witt1 its current 

state. l n a section in wuicn is contained a general 

iaoictment a i:..:i inst the wealthy, it i.s noted toat they 

were able to cha& <! peopl e out ot tbl' syna gogu1es. Th is 

is certainly a negativ e c o111aent on the way i m wnicb 
t!5 

tbe synagogue was f unctioning. Anott1er s ection rela tes 

tbat one ricll man ref used to let otners ne lp bi• in toe 

Luildi ng 01· a synagogue, because he wanted hilS family 
86 

to receive all 01' the merit. In a <1other ins ltance, the 

~ Hasidi• reprimands tnose wno occupy th•! enoice 

seats in the syna..;o gue, and think tbat by viirtue of 
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their proximity to tile ark tneir prayers will be answer-

ed . 'l'he same individuals bvugnt up all or the aliyot 

with bribes, 11!8king it i•possible for tbe poor to 
87 

read fro~ the Torah. 

Not only was tne synagogue oot meeting the spir.it­

ual needs of t ne co•munity, but also, according to the 

§.!!!!:. Hasidi•, it was not •eetin i; the materia l needs 

of those w 110 nave traditionally relied •n the synagogue 

for sustenance . Al ready noted were various sections 

adrnonisuing doners not to give to the synagogues, but 
88 

rath~r t u the poor tbemselves. This would indicate 

that t ne synago..:. ue waa misusing tile t'unds that tradit­

ionally went to lhe poor and t o t11ose devoted to llle 

sacred study of Torah. rt is hard t ,, i•agine a •ore 

bit i ng indictm'?nt :nat could be :nade a fl;ainat the syn-

a~ogue. The religious institution that uad e lways s tood 

as a symbol of comiort a nd nope and spiritual enlic;hten­

ment, bad f a llen into sad misuse. Cont rolled by a wealthy 

e lement that used it f or its own advanta ge , the syoa-

)logue no longer was 1ulfillirig its tr11tlidonal 1unctio~1s . 

Anti becttuse 01 this , various eleiaents of the community 

were l eft. out to the cold by the oae institution wnich 

should have been a source of co•t'ort to the•. 

The book reflects itg ne~ative attitude toward 

the use of t he synagogue wi~b toe use of the parabl e 
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as a teaching device. The story 18 told of a ns1sid 

wbo found that be could not pray properly in the ayna-

gogue, for the order of the service kept forcing bim 

to lose hi& concentration. The s ervice, apparently, 
90 

was over formalized. tn anotner case, a wi se man re-

fused to enter a synagogue because ot the corrup•tion 
91 

of some 01 its leading 111e11bers. One draaatic st.ory 

tells of a sage wuo came tlJ a certain city wner'! there 

were two synagogues. Initially ne 1rent to tne 11ore 

wealthy of the two, and on llis next visit e11ter"d the 

poor synagogue to 11ray, tte never a$a in returneul to 

tne ricn synagogue even tbou~h tbe leadership o( the 

town we re among its aembers. For he found that be 

c ould not pray properly in the large synagogue , wbile 92 

in the synagogue of the poor, he lelt right at bome. 

1;ecause tne synagogue was in ,;ucn disrt?p1air 

it no long~· represented an essential part ol Jewish 

communal life. this, at least, was the viwpoi~1t of 

48 

the ,erman llasidi•· Tnus tney adllonJ11.h donera to g_ive 

directly to tue poor, rs tiler tndr. channeling t11e funds 

throu~h tne inst Uution o.t· tbe synagogue.. I n like man­

ner, tile book clearly states that it i.s not ne•cessary 

to pray in tne synago11;11e, in t'act, tney indicate that 

one's concentration is often destroyed in toe syna­

gogue. One section indicates tnat a man can pray with 
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greater devotion at no•e. Anotber s ection li sts 7 

reasons tnat purport to e xplain wuy so•e prayers go 

unanswered. Conspicuously absent is the co•mandment to 
94 

pray, if possible, in the i:.ynagogue. The i•plicat.ion 

seeais clear. In tbe eyes 01 the German Hasidi• tt1e 

synagogue was not an essential link in one's comnmni-

cation with God. The .rigid orthodoxy o.l tne &ynag1>gue 

interfered wl th one's concentration. There are m•lny 

references t o the fact that it is silly to pray i 1n a 

language that one does not understand. 1he language 

ret·ered to is Hebrew, a language wnicn the medieval 95 

Jew h3d long since given up as thei r vernaculer. A 

fine parable illustrates t.he book's point about t.he 

over fO:'lllalizatt.on. The reader is told about a uhep­

herd who did not know tile proper 1 orm or t ne 1i t.urgy, 

but wno was able to pray with a great degree of 1levo­

tion. One day a scllolar c-e by and a dvised bi• tbat 

ne was not praying in the correct fasni on. tie p1ro­

ceeded to teach thi& for• to the snepberd who then 

f'oand that 11is concentration was ruined. Fortunately 

the scholar dreamed about the sndpnerd's plight and 

returned to t e ll bi111 t 1111t it was not necessary t .u let 96 

49 

the rorm get in tile way oJ' one's concentration. One 

section t e ll s of a mao wtiose pray~rs wt.re not answered. 

11\e man prayed in his t;edrou•, which was ritual!ly clean. 



50 

A scholar said tbat t he proble• wa.& not tllat Ile di<I 

not pray in a synagogue but rather tna t tile p1rayerbook 

he was u s ing was 1'1'itten by an evil scribe. l~ven tnough 

it was ornate and even beautiful, 
97 

it deserved to be 

burned. 

Toe authors of tile ~ llasidim make .it c l ear 

that their quarre l is wit n the Jewish leaaersltlip no t 

'll'itll tbe Christ ians. ln one section tne reader is 

specifica lly t o l<I t.lla t the relig ious institutions were 

in bad snape because of tneir own leaders and not be-

cause or any restrictive policies on tile part of toe 
98 

Chri s tians. 1·ne many rei' e rences , already noted, wnich 

arB hl~bly critical of the activities of the pi lpulists 

and t n e scribes convey tne sa11e messag e . 1 11is J'its l n 

,.·1th t ne tac t t11a c tne J ews were able to gov ern the•-

s e lves. Their decrees and d ecisions were nooore<I by 

the Christian leauership wbo we.f'e primarly conce rned 
99 

with toe economic ac t i vities of toe Jews. lt is not 

surpr ising to r ead o1 the political aspects O•f the 

synagog ue, for it was an a ge in wuicll reli!!; io1us in­

st i t utions were active participant.s in tne PCJ•litical 

macninations of ~ne day. l.>r yce , for e xample,. notes tnat 

durln!l: t llis p..: riod a uali of t oe land Ano L•H• we nltn 

of the c ountry, and no saiall part of its mili.tary 
100 

strength was in tile nands of tile cnurcn•en. 



Ana Artz notes that the 13th century represented the 

supreme attempt 01· the t(oman Catnolic Cnurcil to llirect 
10 1 

" tne wriole life of socj e ty in all its reaches". Wittlin 

its own limitations, tile Jewish r~ligious institution 

was engage11 in the Sam<! activity. The ~ ;llasidi• 

certainly indicates tuat it was. 

Mort! than a few students ot' Ger111an med:ieval 

ni.story see the Jews be ing eni;ulfed in wave a1rter wave 
102 

of persecution during tnis period. fo ~ j~ 

u seeming ly cont radictory a ttitude is express4?d toward 

r e lat i on s hips with the Christi•n Community . J[n doing 

so toe book once again pre.se11ts a realistic piLcture of 

tne l ife and times in the 12th and 13th c"'nturies in 

G!!rmany, 

Jnat the Jews conducted bus iness witn t.he Chl.lrcn 

anct its repr esentatives is evident from tne 111a111y ad­

monitions in tne book .iot to continue tnese de•alings. 

Tile reader is told that thos e wno na\ e b1.1sinea1s contacts 

wi.tn priests wi lJ one day lose t hei r wealth. One should 

have no contact witn s ucn pries ts, business or other-
10\i 

wise. A section tells the reader tllat in a locale wllere 

a ~hristian treats aeat, tne Jews s houid not buy from 
104 

him, lest tney wind up witn ritually iapure meat. An-

ot ue r s ection a dmonisnes \he reaoer not to follow the 
105 

mores o.t: tne surrounding Christian culture. T ue i-



plici t message in tne t.tlree references is that there 

was social and economic contact bet"een the Je.- and 

the C11ristlan. Tne extent of this contact is exe11pU­

fied by the following sentence trom the §.!.!:!.~ Hasidim­

"a man should not live in a town wnose market day is 
106 

Saturday". That the busineee contact took precedenc e 

over the observance oJ' tbe Sabbeth ie assu11e.d by the 

authors of the book, 

The many nrnings in ~ Hasidia ag1ainst a ny 

reli~i ous contact between Jew and Christian 1are i ndica-

tive oJ tile extent to wllicn it must have bee111 going on. 

As will be examined lat er, many scnolars see a gr eat 

oea l oi' Cllristian inHuence in tne .§!.!!!: lli!.!!!:.!!l!!! itsel f. 

The book adviees the owner 01 a house standl~g next 

to a synagogue not to sell l l to a Christian even if 
107 
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he is otl'e r ed more money lly the non J ew. l!l like manner, 

a 11an in a synagogue wue is able to Sefl a church th.rough 

the "·i ndo", should obstruct the view so tna t the church 
108 

will no t be visible . One parable tel l s of a ~an who, 

throu~hout llis life ti11e , refused even to pa1111 by a church. 

ll'hen he u i ed llis t 'uoeraJ carraige bad to pasu a church 

in or der to reach the ce11etery. Tile horses uf the 

carraige refused to pass near the church. A • i r a cle 

nappened wnich allo"ed tbe hearat t o r each tbe cemetery 
109 

without passing tile church. One section advi.aes the 
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Jews oot to a J low the Christians see thc!ir dead once 

tney have been placed in their coffins. Also, no Christ­

ian should be permitted t o see the Torah when it la 

in the ark. l:":v e n a great lord, and t.hcJlr power bas 

been noted, snould not be allowed to sel? the dead or 
110 

the r orah. One parable tells of a sick Je~eas who was 

visited by a Christian diviner wllo promJise d to cure her 

if tile Jewish woaan would agree to the use of magic. 

T11e Jewess r efused, and the autors of t he book advi se 
111 

the r eader that. she made the right decinion. An in-

t eresting section relates tnat a Jew onc:e inherited 

s ome unspecii'i " d Cnristian books . The book aavises 

that tne best thing lo do in such circu11sta11ces ia to 
112 

burn the mat e rial. A story tells of a c ertai n city 

w11ic11 was s uft ering throu 11, n a t e rrible 1iroug-ht. All the 

Christian r e li gi ous leaders ga thered together to see 

what cou ld be done. Tney uega 1 to pray and t o fast 

but no ra i n fe ll. They aecidea to go Lo the J e ws to 

as l-. the ir he lp. Tne Jewish l .;;adcrs a gr1eed t o help as 

long as the two groups • ere kept apatt, ~o that each 

group could pray i n the na•e of its own God. Thia was 
113 

done and the rains c a noe. One ol the main rea sons wllicb 

the book g i ves as to wily one;: should &<: p1trate from t 1ie 
114 

Chri s t i an, is ttull it l l!ads tile Jew to :ldola t.·y. 

1 ' 11.:! prl!C<l,rioUSness O( the Jew' 8 Jl>OSition in 



the 12th and 13th centuries in Ger•any is fe.lt aany 

times in §.!!!!: l:lasidi•• One section tells o.t' a Christian 

leader who forcibly tried to zonvert a group of Jews 

by baptizin11; ttae11. The Jews fled to another group of 

Cnr i s tians who of1ered nelp bu t w110 eventual.Ly killed 

them. The section end 'lfitu a quote i'rom tile Tal•ud 

to tne effect that tbe Jew sllould keep apart .lroa tne 
115 
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Christian . A si gni~ icant paragraph talks 0£ t wo tll.ieves, 

One stol e from Jews, the other 1'ro111 Cnristia111s. Tlle 

la Ller is more reprehensible because his actjon places 

tne entire Jewisti Co111munity in jeopardy. Th:is, because 

in the ey es of tne authors of ~ llasidim , the action 

ut' the thief wno took iro• the Christians will undercut 

the i:.oodwi.H between Jew and Christian. Thi .:> could, 
116 

in turn, lead to disastrous results fur •any Jews. 

Another section ex11licitly states t nal it is better to 

steal t'rom a Jew tnan from a Cnri stian, beca1use stealing 

from the l a tter could at'.fect the st< tus of t111e ~ntire 
117 

J ewish population i.n tile particular town . 1' 1tae book 

contains an ad•onil ion not to lend money to ,princes 

because wnen they will not be able to meet t :neir t'i nan­

cial nbliir;ation, they 11ay resort to poli~ical perse-
118 

cution. As was noted in the op~niog chapters 01 this 

study, to is is pre cisely what oft.en happened Wilen t11e 

Christian borrower found that ile could not •eet ui• 



obligation to the Jewi sb 11oney l .:!nders, There! is the 

recouoting of an incident in wnich a certain cardinal 

ordered tbe J ews to apostasize or face death, When t he 

J ews heard t"1is proclamation tbey boarded up 1;beir 

houses and left 'l;Old on their doorstops. 'lbe section 

reports that the Jews were able to save their Jives in 

this manner. §.!.!!!: llasidi• thus gives tacit ucknow-

55 

119 
ledgment oi tne eeono•ic roots of toe persecu1iion. These 

economic implications are seen in yet another section 

whlcu relates an incident of forced conversiorl because 

or certain pr6nces. So• e Jews proposed tnat 11 !!!!:!_! 

be i nstituted forbidding the Jews fro• living in tnat 

area. But a sage proposed that tbe decree should l ast 
120 

only as Jong as tne evil princes lived. 

It ts paradoxical that tae framework tllat caused 

so mucn anxiety 1or c ertain e l ements of the Jowisb 

Community, also provided freedo11 and relative security 

for· other .Jews. As will be seen , tbe aessage of the 

~ Hasidi• was directed at. the less fortunate e le­

ments. The many ref~rences already cited indilcate the 

wide degree of contact tbat existed between the Christ­

iana end the J ews. In one sentence, however, the book 

conveys the message o~ the extent to which th1! Jew was 

able to i-erae himself into Germen town life., The 

sentence r eads:" in the majority of the towns lin wnicb 
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Jews and Chri stians live, their customs are similar". 

1:.qually si~nificant is 1.he manner in which tb1? same 

sect ion e nds. 'l'be reader is to ld that more 0Jrt 1.1 n than 

not the Christians rule with mor e thoughtf ul juatice 

than do the Jews. A picture 01 the perion i s contained 

in th is section. Despite sporadic outbreaks of perse­

cuc ion, tn :! Jew's position in •edieval Ger•a ny waa 

relative ly secure . It is becoming clear that Judah 

and nis folJow..:rs wer t0 not happy witn t he exiutiog 

f ra11ework 01 the Jewish Community. And since the J ews 

w -r " e;rant "d virtual autonomy in handling t a .. :ilr afi'airs, 

Judah 's 4uarre l is not with t he Cnri s tians, but witn 
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the ,Jewish l eadership. Tt is natural that tb <? political 

text book of tne German Hasidim would r eflect t he po-

litical precariousness of the Jew 's position, bu t also 

i n ev idt!nc" is a positive attitude toward Jud1~0-Christ-

ian r " l a tlons, wher~ political ccndicions a llow. 
J:.!2 

There art; many 1.,gt:nds conc ..:rn1ng Judall wnicb 

expr ess a positive altitude t.011,.a r o Lil i! Chr tS l iians, a s 

well as sllowina; tile easiness w i l •I wnich J uua.1 JlllV <! d 

~ •on~ ni ~h Cnr 1s tian 1 ..,au~ rsbip. Tne l ~~uods also give 

on~ a g l impsu ln Lo t h~ social, poli l ical and re li ~ lous 

c o t act b · tw~en t he two r :ll; ious Er oups. Ona section 

i n ~ Hasi ui•, : cohing Lhese l e(!;<.i nds , t d l i; the 

rea c! ~r tha t he mus t not dea l f a lsly Wi t h a Y nan, even 
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a C: h r ist ,ian. Another rela t es tha L tile J ew mu1s t be care-

57 

l ul i n hi s dealings wi.tu a pos tates beca usd o i t~e poss­

i ble bacKlash etr .. ct fro~ ~ng~red c nris tlans , ye t tne 

s am .! paragraph indicates lhat u · ther e is a plac e in 

w11 i cu tnc: ,Jews cont1titute a m11 jority, tne11 moire contact 
12 4 

l s permissable . On e a l s o r eads in Lile book t ij~l a 

Cnr i.sl i an can occ upy himself in tbe 'lorah a 11d its com­

mandme nts. Var i ous u ibl ical passa,~es are ci t•ed to 

prov•: thi s point, passages that link lh<' 'lora 1t1 with ma n 

and not with Jew. f he section c loses with tna point 

t hat a Chri s li.an w110 doe s iollow the Toran is to be 
Jl!.5 

honored more than a Jew wno does not. A paralble t c> lls 

01 a man wno was walking alon11. a narrow patlt 'that was 

bordured witn mud. If someone e lse began co•in~ i n tne 

op~osite direction, Chri s tian or J ew, the man would 

s t ~p as ide i nto th~ mud Lo a llow the othe r p~rson to 

pass. !' or it is bt!tl e r 101· a man to be delay,ed than 
126 

for h im t o d elay n ls i t! llow. one s ec t ion t e lls or a 

J ewish employer wno forc t!d his wor" k" r s to labor until 

nie;ntra U, tilt! r e ul t be ing tha t his workers oft en missed 

part of the Sabbe th &t!rvice. un Li l<! other hanu, 1;here 

was a Cnr i stian employer w110 ·1lways mad . c ert.aln \hat 

ni s ,Jewisn eaiployee s l eft on ti11e t.o make tne r i!lig: ious 

service . A sage remarked that th" Christi a n's fa•i.ly 

would pr ospt! r whil e t rial ot u1e Jew's would f ,all into 



di s r .:-pute . '1'110 book r eport s that Lnis i s wha t cam.: to 
127 

pas s. Anolner s 1::c t ion a <lwoni s n"s a J ;;w t o deml jus tly 
128 

wiLn t he Ch ris tians wit h w~ow b e co mes into contact. 

l ne J ews a r e advised by toe Seier Hasieli• t hal. it is 
-- 129 

pe rinissable lo pray for good Chdstians. If Jrews and 

Chris tians make c e1·t.ain c o ncJi.ions t o h e lp onE• another, 

a n,I t11e Ch1• i s tians fulfill these conUlLions, 1:nen the 

Jews s liould abide by the a greeaent. 'l'h e same s e c tion 

3dvi ses t tia t on;! s nould he lp t he t rustwort11y Cbr 1stian 
l:SO 

rat.he r t han tile dece i tful Jew . l:lae r r e marlt.s 1;nat con-

sid~ring tbe political ntua tion, the ~ lli!ill!! 

goes out of it s way to iaake t11e point that a .lll men, 
131 

J ew a nd Christian a like , are ~ntitled to e qual jus tice. 

Tne Jews o f Go::riaaoy bad been able t o ansica i late 
132 

tu a ve "y @;rea t degree. Tne history oI the era is 
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mirrored in t he parables of ~ Hasidia. Th•~ t e ns ions 

lh!lt exi s t ea in the Chri s tian Co111J11unity had t bdr cotllltar-

pa r t s among the Jews. The book clearly s hows tbe 

stru~gles tnat we r e g o ing on i n the G~rman Je•isb 

Co11111unity b e tween the r tch and the poor, and tl~e employer 

and t h ll e mployee , and between the new and old mercb6nts . 

The book cons iste ntly takes tbe side ot tne umderdog. 

The ~Hasidim was not writt .:n i. n a social 

vacuu•. Scbolem obst!rves tna t the Gt!r aan flas.ioia were 

"intimat e ly connected with tile wtaol e of J e wi s lll life a nd 
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the reli ~ious int erests of t he co .. on folk . " He feels 

tbat. tbi s book , more than a1\y o tn,; r vi ' toe poriod, mirrors 

the J ewisb Community as it r 1:a lly wa a, and in all ita 
134 

aspects . Baer r easons that the ~ Haaidi• reflec'ts 

accura tely t,be life oJ' t .b •• Ger.an Jewish Community fro• 
135 

the end of Lbe 1 2th century until the midd le o r t he 13th . 

The aut.bora of tile ~ Hasidi• were social 

and relib ious refor•ers, i n a sense, •edi"val prophe t s. 

They ai d not l ike tbe fra•ework of society or the in­

stitutions wnicn pr·ofessed to meet the needs of t he 

J ews without doing so. For s ucn ins titutions as t ne 

synago"ue and tne aca demy and 1.ne Jaw cuurt w·ur e remote 
136 

froro ma11y e lements of Jeiri sn suc i .;ty . This study will 

now o? Xamlne tn., ideology of the ~ Hasidim, in order 

to a 1Her11ine the cures wbicli l Ue (;er.an Has id i• oi'1 ere d 

t o t n« many social proble•s oJ t ne ir day. 



CHAP'l't:.1< V 

1 be ~ Hasidim, as was not e d , was n~•t written 

by on.: i ndividual. But the book does present a unif ied 

message, In Ba!.!r' s view, t.11e book clearly rep1resents 
1 

one school's vi ewpoint. Judah and uis J ollow~>rs went 
2 

t rom c ity to ci ty in order to spread this \l' i e •l)>Oint, 
;; 

although the success they achieved is not mea11urable. 

1be movement had a short lived existence , but its spirit 

generated influence in Ger11111n Jewish politics for 

centuries. The reasons t'or this seeming paradlox can 

b~ found within the work itself. 

The a u thors of tile book belie\·ed that Jlewisb law, 

be it Biblical or Talmudic, was halakha from Moses on 

Mount Sinai. On e section c learly informs the reader 

that in this respect no d•stinction should be aade 
4 

between the two. Bu t while the authors aake n10 such 

distinctio11, the y also exhibi t distinct preferences. 

One parable tells of a hasid who ref\lsed t o p111t the 

Written Law in the same ark with the Oral Law. ;,its 

stated reason was that the 1'orall is holier tba1n t he 
s 

'lalmud and should be kept apart J'ro• it, Anot.ber i n-

stance tell'& of a basid's i n sist ence on putting the 

the Ta l n1ud on top of the Torah. lest the readier con-
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elude tbat tbis gives pre-eminence to tne Tal•rud, the 

Ila.Sid soon states bis reason. He is using tne 'l'al•ud 

to protect the Torah. 

It has been s~en tllat the llMlin int~llectual 

activity of Judah's day was the study of tile Talmud, 

It was not of a creative nature, and was condu,cted witb 

zeal only by a group wno are referred to in tb.e §!!!!: 

6 1 

Hasidim as pUpulista. Tile Ger 11&n Hasidi• cou.ld llardly 

have proposed doing away with the Talaud, on tbe contrary, 

they recognize the 'l'almud as a canonical work. Baer 

notes that the §.!.!!!: Hatidil did not want to take tbe 

Talmud out ot· the eainstraa.m oi the traditions l Judais• 
6 

of their day. The book is full of Tal•udic knowledge 

and lore . 

Judan•s quarrel witn the Tal•ud is twofold. In 

tne first place, ne and his Jollowers dld want to re­

tain the Tal•ud, but not as the main ideologic base 

oi ,Tudais•. Jn the second place, they were clearly 

against the way the Oral Law was IJ<:ins used by tile 

pilpulists. it ls not tnat tile §!ill Hasidi• does not 

stress the value of r eligious study , indeed, it placea 
7 

such study above all worldly pursuit. Very often the 

book sets a seen& i n wnicll a house catches fire wi th 

various objects inside, and by listing the order in 

which they are to be taken out, certain i•portant points 



are •ade. One instance tel!a of books and money being 

burned, and the r eader is adaonished to rescue the 

books first. Hu.an life takes precedence over both ot 

the auove. Tbe aaae section i•plies tbat a student '& 

teacher is to be saved before one's father. In tbe leas 

draaatic situation ot woo• at tbe honored position at 

tbe dinner table, it is clear that the teacher takes 
8 

precedence. Learning is listed as one of tho three 

greatest virtues, along with reverence and acts of 
9 

civic virtue. The point tbat .§.!!'.!!: Haaidia ia aaking 

is that study •ust not be glorified to the extent tbat 
10 

it places one outside the world of tbe senses . Study 

is crucial in the sense tbat it s11ould lead one to 

~tbical pursuits, Thu& Judan sees little va_tue in 

spending one's tiae in an eflort to de termine when the 

Messiau is going to come. He calls suc11 people lfho 
11 

engage in this activity diviners and sorcerers , One 

section advises tl1al one woo l earns tne Torah and does 

not fulfill it is worse than one who does not know it, 
12 

or fulfill it, and uis punisba ent will be worse. At 

fault is not toe Ta .. ud or tne honored disci~line of 

learning, but rather the methodology oi the intellectual 

leadership, The ~ Rasidi• advocates a r 1:turn to tt1e 

!:.!!!!!.! in place ot' the perusb wnicb was then being used 

by the pilpulists. lhe ~ was tbe lllllin teaching 

62 
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de!Vice of the hasidim ,!!!- risbonia. In a sen1se , the 

§.tl!!: Uasidi• is one ~ after anotner, a111ci this is 

intJ icative not only or its quarrel with the pilpu lists, 

but also 01 tbat segment of suci.;ty to wuicrn tne a e ssaf?e 
13 

of tne book was aiaed. 

•nile it is not entir" ly clear as to tbe s pecific 

Ldea ls or tlle German has id, c ertain tral ts c:a n be ruled 

out. 1'he has id, as personified by §!!'..!!: !.!!!~ was not 

an ascete or a humble mystic t n spite of tbe: 11auy e1forts 
14 

t o picture him as such . Judah a nd his folh•wers were 

no more a scetic tha 1 were the ancient tsrae lite 

prophe ts wno railed against t ile social i nequii ties of 

t ne l. r day. 

Scnolem notes t na t a l\.nougn Judah wae1 a r e ligious 

and soc ial innovator , not on.: new nalaklla cain be traced 
15 

to him. 1'nis , in spite of tne ract tnat 11 i~1 fatner and 

i;r andfa U1er wer e great nalaknists, a nd Judatl' s family 

Md a long tradition or Talaudic expertia . Certa in 

lege11ds c:learly s now tnat Judab oJ'ten gave a1dvice that 
16 

demanded strict conformity witn tra ditional la•. It 

ts (Juit e clear, however, t llat nalakba is aot: tile be-

at l and end-all of the ~ Hasidia. A ne•r toucnstone 

takes its p l ace. And wnen t he balakba coaeu into con­
l 7 

l lict witn it, i t itiv~s way. Unce S!!;ain, ttle §.!!.!.!!: 

Hasidim makes its point 11'i.tll the use of para1blea. 



Une SUCll parable tells ot' t.llree diff ere11t people 

WllO came to a sage wlth the sa111e question as to .met her 

t hey s 11ould bold on t (J some money that they wanted to 

~ive to the poor until they tound a worthy poor pers•n. 

1'o eacn one tne sage gave a dii't e rent answer. When 

asked w'hy, he replied that each case •as unique and 
18 

therefore required difJ ere nt advice. Another story 

tells of a r1aaid w110 was walking a long a road wi tbout 

the characteristic garment of t he Jew. lt see1•8 that 

he re .fused to wear tllis because of the violat i,on of 

ritual law. The Cbrist.ians detained, snd al tE•r much 

euort and a great deal 01' woney, a righteous Jew waa 

able to ransom him. 1'nis Jew reprimanded t11e hnsid 

tor not wearing tile proper gar•ent even though it would 
19 

nave violated Jewish law. Tne ~ !laaidi• Jis against 

an orthooox interprtation of the law. The la" must be 

flexible enough to dea l 11witb the s ituation. ~rile book 

feels tnat Jewis~ law is quite flexib l e enou~h to do 
20 

64 

this, bu t the pilpulist,s we re not. for they :~pend their 

ti11e on language analysis w11 i l e pr essing soci •~l problems 

are ie;no1·ed. Thus one section adv ises that 01ne of tile 

•orst things a man can do to anotner is to aslk a quealion 

of balakha which he knows the otner cannot answer. Such 
21 

a person will eventually get hi11 punishment t'rom Heaven. 

A sa ~e advises tuat it is better to eat non-Kosuer food 
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tnan to swear fal se ly and perpetuate tbe soci11 l inequali-
i2 

lies of Judah' a day. In like manner a aage aidviaea 

that it is good for a man to pray i n the language he 

understands . Such a person is better tban one wno 

prays in Hebrew and does not unueratand. The prope r 

concentration ia aore crucial than whether one does or 

does not pray in Hebrew. Thus thc section relates that 

the 1 a l mud was written in Aramaic so that the1 people 

could understand t.he co-anuaents, even t he utncultured 
23 

and unl et ter eu. In one section a sage advisE1a one to 

go a gainst t11e Torah law for i t co•es i nto conflict witn 

his new t oucustone, wnich is accessible to both J ew and 
24 

Chri stian. 

Hait r notes tha t the Sefer Hasilli• wan1ted th.is 

touchstone, ..-.1icb is a kin to natural l.;w, to b e instilled 

int o the life ot' t11e i nuividua l and tue com1111u.nity. He 

adds that w11en tne halaltha ca•e i nto conflict witn this , 
i5 

th~ latter ga ve way . T!le view tnat t '1e standard• to 

wnic.1 the Ger-n t1as i oi• conformed were determined by 

drea•s or various mystical stieuli has been a popular 

notion, but it is difficult to s ee now i.t. ca,n be main-

26 tained. The st i • uli t. haL shaped and J:ashlon1ed tbe 

~ Hasidi• were the ma terial anu s p i ritue• l cons i-

derations of t ne day. 

en the eyes of the authors o f tl)e ~£ ltaaidi• 



tbe German Jewish Couiuni ty of ttrn l~tn and 13U1 

centuries was a corrupt on~ . Tney did not likE' toe way 
27 

society was structured. Tne ricu were exploiti.ng the 

fi6 

28 
econo•y for t.beir uwn benef l t. Tne poor and tllose other 

elements of soc iety wuich were nega Lively affec:ted by 

the 11:rowing use of money in the towns, o.Cten hi!d no 

place LO turn. Tile synagogues, as 11a11 b een note d, were 

contr olled by lbe r icn . Tile law courts were pr..,sided 

over by pilp•lists wuo seemeo more intenl in 1 ~rreting 

out contra o lctions than ln seeLn~ tnat just ice was done. 

Ma ny a tlaclts against th~ weJ ltliy ar~ c ... ntaine:l1 in the 

~ Hasidia. It would, however, be a iaistall:e to 

attribute to tne autnors ot the ~ Hasidim the view 

that weal th is necessar ily a sign ot' evil. Tile leaders 

oi' the German Haisidi.• w"re froci rich and influential 

families. Tile point that tile book 11akes is t11at the 
2!9 

:aajority of tile rich in Judau's day were evil. Toe 

(;er..:an tlasidi.• supported the poor even t11oug 11 tile basid :so 
was, like Juda11 11im.ie lf, a 11ember 01 tne upper class. 

ln a soci e ty in wlli.Cl\ tbere was little hope and comfort 

for tue poor, the Sefer Hasidi• nolds out consulation 

a nd tile promise of dignity. 

In a message tnat is r e •ini.scient of that of 

Jesus, tne serer ttasidi• spells out a vision wnicb in­

clude& a better future 1or toe neglected ele11eut& of 
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society, Avirtue is 11ade out of the necessity' of suffer­

ing, and the poor are told tha t t heir reward wrill co•e 

in par adise. One section states tllat the rig 1t eou~ 

suffe r in Lnis world so t11at they can get the t 'ull 

benefit of ttteir ~eritorious deeds i n t he world to 

come. This same para~rapn r elates that it i s in this 
31 

neaven lha t God will rignt t ile scales of j ust:ice. but 

t t1e ~ HasicJi• 11uickly distingu ishes l)etwe•en cectain 

types of sulf1;ring lest the rea der think tnat all world­

ly su U ering ls a sign of merit. The r eader is told 

t h.at, in fact, s o11e do sul'fer because they deserve it. 

llu t otners s uffer as Job s uf1ered , and this is a mark 

o.C tbai r righteousness, and will thu s pay d iV'iden•s in 

the world to co11e. on J{osh Ha-Shanna U1e ang;els plead 

with God to inflict th~ lat ter type of auiler·lng on tile 

ri .,;t1teous . Since God o1 ten does s·o , people •rho are 
32 

living in luxury nad better be beware . 'l'lle answer to 

the dile11111a of tneod i cy that Se fer Ha si.dir. olCfers i s 

very much i n keP.p inl\ wltn 'l'al11udi c tradition .. tn fact, 

in tue above sec tion the au t hors prove tbeir point •i th 
33 

a story from Kidduahin. There t11e evi l are 1compared 

t o a tree standi ng wholly in a place of uncJ,eanlinesa , 

with a branch ov erhanging i n a p l ace of cle~nliness. 

When t11e bough i s cut oi'f , it stands en tirely in a 

p l ace of unc leanlinesa, Thus God aekes tne• prosper 
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in this wurld i n order to .ake them suffer in tne world 

to come. Tne ri \;nteoua are compared to a tree standing 

wholly in a place of cleanliness, but wi tn a bo,ugn over­

nan o; i.ng in a plac e of uncleanliness. Wnen tbe bougn is 

cut off, it stands ent.irely in a place of cleamlineas. 

Thus God brings suffering upon t.ne rignteous. 

In the ~ Hasidia tbe ricn are given very 

Lit tle cnance of receiving a place in paradise. It 

lfas the feeling of tne Geraan Hasidl• t.nat tbe1lr society 

was being run by tne rich in an unjust rasnion. Their's 

was s community i n wnicn t oe llurden oi tne poc1r was very 
3.t 

li~avy. The ricn could the poor i1 they so desired, but 

accordLn~ to toe Sefer Hasidia, tney make very little 

effo:-t to do so. Tne book demands not only charity t'or 

the poor, but like Msi•onides, i t must be the proper 

type ol help. That p11ilosopher's t1ig11est degr·ee of 

charity de.ands tnat ne wbo aids tne poor sbo111ld do so 

by m.'\k.ing it possible for tbat 111811 to s npport bimself. 

Tne 11anner i. n w11ic11 the Sefer llasidi • describus the 

activity ol' tbe rich, tbeir cnsrit.able work corresponds 

to MAi111onides ' last degree 01 cnari~y-tney 1;ive in­

adequately, and tn~y do so with bad 111<1nners. In a sense 

the book goes one step beyond Mai•onides in d1emaodiog 

dignity tor tbe poor. c.xp laining the reason for toe 

titu i.ng syste111 in the bible, the book concludes tbat 
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it iorced both rich and poor Lo give, a nd in an instance 

in w11icn the priest was wealthy, tne poor gav'e to Ute 
35 

rich. 

(t i s reasonabl e to suppose that tn~ wealthy of 

Judan's Germa ny were not OV l!rly receptive to tnc meaaage 

contai ne d i n the ~ Hasidi•· fn t ue discu1ss i on that 

t i.kes pla ce 011 cnarity t m:re is yet another instance 

in 1m ic t1 the 111 essage ot th~ book is aimed at a low 

cull ural t radit ton. The lead.,rs of toe Ger•6&n tasidim 

were seek.in~ support tro11 t hos " e l ements ot' ~;CJciety 

wni ch wt!re bein l.!'. adversly a ttected by the 11:row:i:ng use 

ol oney in the berge oning towns. but the b13ok does 

not e ppeal only to the poor, or to tne ignor1~nt . As 

will be seen, the idealogy 01 tile ~ ~!!!..! C\lts 

across all class distinctions. 

Already noted wa s tne tact tnat in some cases 36 

a n uncultured person is to be preferred over a sage. 

l n some cases it is bette r to associa•e witlll the un-

learb ed bflcause study 1 in the ~ ttastdi• is not 
37 

viw~d as an end in itse lf. It Ls not tna t tne book is 

38 
anti-learning, for 

the ri ght kind of study iLs placed 
39 

above all worldly pursuit. S tudy must brinj~ one rev-

ereoce J'or God. Aod r evering tne Lord as d•~fined by 
•\O 

the ~ uasidi• enco•passes e thical tlctio1n . 

'Che same pattern ..,.erges in tnis reg.ard in the 
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book tnat was noted io tile examples of wealth and the 

s.yna&ogue. 1'he book never states that wealth is intrin­

sically evi l, only that the 11onied classes were misusing 

t nci r wealth. In like manner the~ !!!!!.~A . .! often 

denounces tile synagogue, but n ever because th 1~ synagogue 

i s viwed as a destructive institution. On th1e contrary, 

Judan's quarrel is not with the synagogue !1!!! synagogue , 

but witn tne Jewish l eadership woo made of the synagogue 

somc tniog antitnetical t.o what the r eli!!; ious institution 

should be. So here, the §!!:!!: Hasidi• is not a •;aios t 

the Talmud, but the way in wnich tne Oral Lall' was being 

used by the pilpuUsts. lie blames such people for the 

r ~gid orthodoxy of toe day W!l iC ll aade toe per·formance 

ol' the co-anuents virtually impossi ble t o r tne poor. 

The pilpul ists are oot, according to Se!er .!!.!!..!!..!!!.!• the 

real devotees or learning. Thus one s nould g ive direct­

ly to worthy people woo are studying tne law ratner 

~han for toe bu.ilding of a synagogue o • an a1cademy, 41 
for such insti tutioos wtl r e not func tioning p.roperly. 

The pilpuli sts controlled tne academies, and according 

to the Gar111!ut ilasidi•, thetir learning was making a •ock-
42 

ery of the truth. 1'nere is the added a d111onition in 43 
~ ltas iUim not to let one ' s son stuoy wit.11 a pilpulist. 

In t.be case of tne pilpulists, tbe a~tnors of 

th.e §.!.!!!: Hasicil•, often accusll ~ne• of int•>rprethig 



tbe law in too strict a rasnion. Tn the case of tbe 

scribes, tile charge is frequently jus t the opposite. 
44 

Tt1er are often accust:d or •&king ri t ual mistak•es. They 

are also accused of making lancy, but r itually unclean 
45 

pray ~rbooks wnich a true sage r efuses to use. Added to 

Ulis is t11e co•p laint tbat t11ey seek self aggrandi11•eot 
46 

by signing their own works. The r emedy that the Sefer 

rlasidi• offers is s i•ple but revolutionary: Displace 
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the pilpulists and tne scrlbes witn others who1 are bet.te r 
47 

e4uipped to do those sacred tasks. 

Tiie Sefer Uasi di• at t e•pts to channel 1;be funds 

that were pour i ng into the institutions away Jt'ro• them 

ln ~rdBr to bring a bout an ev~ntual l eadership change. 

One ~ection advi s~s giving one' s •Oney to toe poor rQthe r 
4 6 

than t o the scrlbes. A sec tion noted ab \;Ve e:xplicitly 

sta tes tbal a donor should give his contribution di­

rectly to those worthy people .r110 devote the•selves 

to sacred study rather tl13n tu the syna:;ogue or t o the 
49 acade111y. Such inst.ltut i.ons as t lt e acade111y an.d the syna-

go 11:ue should ideally rece ive top priority, b~1t in Lhe 

opinion oi' tne Ger.an flasidL•, t 11ey were no l.onger 

perfor
111
ing tn..: lr honored func•. ions. rne synagogues were 

catering t o the wealtny and to a large ext.en it, igno1· i ng 

tbe needs of the poor. Tne acaoemles were d~voted 10 

t.he study or pilpul, an unproouctive :.tisclpline . Thus 



one section aavises tlla L u a c .,-c· t ain town 1ac11.s both 

a synagogue and a 11osLel 1or t .1e poor, tn .. latt..: r liakea 
50 

11riority. 

Tue ~ lla aidlm draws a pi ct ure 01 111e11ieval 

Jewisn life t n G<lrmany whiCil is fi ll eO 'fitll i.n1~quities, 

\lar:y poor i:;o nungr.v w.i ile weahuy c l ements inc1rease tbe 

size of t ne ir own coffers. Tbe synagogues no long.:r 
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o!t e r comt'ort to a laq;e segment of s oci e ty . Tne schola rs 

oi tne acad <' IRY ar t! far r e11ove<1 i 'ro• th~ p.:opl e . And 

Lhe scribe s du tancy but irre li~ious work. 

1ne 111a.1y pr i.vi l eges, cu111111un .~ 3 d nati~mal, wl\icll 

wer e i;ranted by t11e Christian au tnorities to •;ne Jews 

contained c ertain iaportant prerogatives. ~o•• the 

least important 01 tne111 was llle rigot of aelf··govtcrrnnent, 

As was previou s ly noted the J.ews were allowed to run 

their own r el igiou s and secular institutions. Tnus tue 

§.ili!: .lasi11i111 does not take issue with tne Christian 
51 

but .,..itn it!!c own Jewish leadership. Intl.eed, considering 

the political precariousness o[ tbe J1ewish p~&lt 1on, 
tile ~ Basidi• i s slanted very RIUCh in favor of j ust 

s ecular dealing& with the surrounding Cl1ristiLan co ... uni­

H es, It was noted that the Jews assimilate~:l into 

general i.ierlll8n life to u1e extent u1aL the c1.istoms of 52 

Jew and Christian were, in 11osl cases, simi l 1ar. The 

r eader is told that God is concerned to see tnat tne 
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Jew and t oe Christ ian relate in just ice, and that a 

54 
decei tful Jew. At one good cnris tian is better tnao a 

,;5 
point in the book, tbere is the sug~estion ma de that 

if toese i n equities continue, those dis enchanted ele­

men t s of t oe German Jewisn Community s noul.d go directly 

t o tne Christian leadership for nelp in gE•ttinl!; rid of 

the ir own . The implications of this er.: cle ep and far 

reacn ing. It p l aces the a uthors of the §.!~ Rasidia 

i n t he midst of the political activities 01 the ir day. 

It places tne• in a struggl e for l ua oursn1ip oi' the 

J ewisll Community, a struggle wnicn they e•ve11tually 

lost :for reasons that will be exan>i oed. 'f he leaders 

of t-ne Ger111an Hasidim did not denounce tbe synagogue, 

but its leaders ; not tt1e acadu11y, but its masters; not 

the l aw c ourts, but it s judges; a nd c ertainly not 

Judais l!I, but the way i n wnic11 the l eaders1nip-the pil­

puli s ts and the scribes-wer e c~oveying the tradi t ion 

to the people . Mystlcal or not mys.ical,, it would be 

a mistaile t o place tne German flasiai• ou1tside the oo-

• ain ot' Judais•. 

'l' he Sefer Hasioi• nas long been t lnoui;nt of as 

a •ys tical work. Tne r e are c ertainly aa1ny mystical 

73 

and even super stitious e l em.:nts in tile book. 1'l•e 

a f t e r time in serer Hasidi• the r eader is presented 

•ith accounts of communication bet•een the dead a nd t ~e 
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living. laplici t in many 01 the arguaenta bro·ugnt 

torward by the German Hasiaia is the assumption tbat 

111aii; ic works. ·wwever, tnese t:leaents can only properly 

be unders tood if it is r eaembered tbat th t: basic aesaage 

0 1 tne book is aimed at a low cullural tradition. Witb 

tbis in mind, tne superstitious e lements 01 §!:.!!!!: !!!.!!­

.!!!!! take on an added co11ple:xion. 

Tracnt enbe rg and Scnol cm nave pointed <»iut tbat 

the mystical e l ements nave always played a n i.a1portant 
5i; 

r ole i.n tne growth and deve lopaent of Judaism.. •r ue 

mystical influence nas ol ten ke pt ltabbini s• f1ro• being 

devoid oi the awe and wonder essential to the r e ligious 

spiri t ~ and 111ystic thought nas rare ly been au1sent at 
57 

any per iod of J ewisn history . Judah's family, tne 

Kalonymides combined bot u Talmudic and m:·stical el caents 
58 

in its ricn hi s tory. une cannot simply pass off tne 

mys:.ical traoition as s l!p erstitious nonsense, in fact ., 

upon close r L•xamination, th i: mys tical a•1<1. sup,erstitious 

1-: lements in Sefer Hasidim nave a diu linctly p1r1tctical 
- 59 

aspect abouL tnem. Tne supersLition and ma~ic of tne 

German iiasidic ~1ove111ent arc filleo witn rel1 1~ious 
60 

meaning . 

J.iany parts of the ~ Hasidi• r e1at'l tales 

of t ile dead communicating wi t n t11e living. One tells 

ot a man wno fashioned a narp out 01 so•e wo,od tnat 
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nad been lei t ov <: r iroa a co i' t in. He was advj.sed not 

t o do so, but lle was unai' r aid a od proc..,eded to 11ake the 

narp. 'l'ne man w 110 naci b t!en ouriea in tne cofJf in appuared 

Lo ni111, warning nim not to play t ne harp, but a gain he 

was un&fl"ai d. But as s oon as ne b t:i;an playin1g t he barp 

tie became v~ry s ick. ~ i s son sruasned t h e harp, t aking 

tn- wood and placing it on tn~ coi'fin. lli s faLh e1· was 

6 1 cured. Un t~ ~ s~rtnce tnu abov ~ pa rable appears to be 

a p1·uduct o f tn~ sup.:rsli t.ious ima 11, i nal ion . but it must 

be r em«• bered t o wt1om t be ~ ilasidi• was a1dar e ssing 

its messai;e, a 11d tne book's ow;1 warning Lnat its teacning 

was lO be convuye d by tne use oi stori es. l n tne para­

ble ,JU'>t noted, a dend man appears to ri gnt n wrong . 

To Judan' s a udience, suco happeni ngs wer .: fr•~4u t!nt. 

1ney we r e b e ing mannandle d by the l ead«r sllip, and Judan, 

In pJrables such as t~ese, nolds out the hop e of re-62 

dress for the n1a ny wrongs committed against them. 

One intercstin~ pa rable r e la leS that a Clrtsl ian once 

passed a Jewish cemet ..- ry on tne Sal:be tll ana s - a Jew 

sitting at a tab le reading. Tne r ea der i s informed 

tha~ ;;ouls nave t a bles and books with wnicn to study, 
63 

just as they did when they wer e a live. Tile measag\! 

cont a ine d is a crucial one. For i o t nis parable the 

r eauer is told one of the few facts that W~ Hasidim 

gives about life a1 ter dea t n. We arc told 
1
thal one ' a 



activity in this life de t ermioea one'& position lo 

pai•ad ilH» l t. is a s t .,ro warning to tnos.: wno 01J not 

s tudy , w1oo a r " not cnari talJle, a11 '1 who are mi s u1sing 

76 

their weal th a na .iow" r. It con ta in& comiort ror Juda11' s 
64 

audience , but a l so a warning to t ne J ewisn leadersnip. 

,\lso ~ Hasi.di• nold& l11at one can extricate hi•self 
65 

irom evil ~pell& a nd in1luences by ~ood deeds. One 

section relates that a sa0 e was buriecl next to an evil 

man. 1'11e sage came back in a dream ;tod complained 

auout tu" Sltuatioo. 'file people of the town tllen placed 
66 

stones between toe two graves. rue messa~e f'i 1ts in we ll 

1<ttn woat was noted before-better days are in ,,.tor e 

ior tnc· disenchanted because they d.:serve a b e tl c r tate 

than the ir present one. 

Tnere at·e magical el.:ments in tne Sef2r' Hasidim, 

but io J udall' s words: " ... one should not lle liev.: in 

supe rst i tution but still it is betler lo be hecedful 

01 t l1c•." rne same secti~n teils tna r~ader ~nat trutn 67 

is .!l2.! to be fou nd i n dr eams bee.au&? L~ is not that 

easily obtained. one suould not. relate areanm to anyone 

llui. a truly r e lig ious p crsou and a sai;;e. 1'11e existence 

or mag ic i s not 4uestiooed, but it is placed ~nder very 
68 

rational control. ~er notes tllat t.be paradi,g• oi' the 

hasid as presented in Seier ttasidi• ls well versed in 

1 a l aud and halak.hic tradition, but with an aaditi.onal 
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mystical element wnich turns out to be very practic:al. 

'l lle ~ Hasid.l• is not a theoreti ca l mys lical 

tract e1rtolling tne virtues of beatl.i'ic visions. It 

nas alr-eady b een noted that l.t is a vulid nisiorica.l 

document depicting t he l ife and ti•es ot' the meoie1,.al 

German Jewi .sn c o-unity. And it nas been pointed (tut 

77 

t11at tile messai;e oi tne ~ Uasidi• was &l.•ed at a low 

cultural t.raditi.on. To a large degr ee t hese two foctors 

explain ttte snperstitious qualities of toe book. Baer 

notes tnat t11e ~ Hasidim, in botn for-m and con·tent, 

was strongly infl ue nced by Chrl&tian literature of tne 

70 d.ay. And like c erta in Cabalists in Spain, Judah and 

11is i o llowc rs wcr e not absorbed solely in mystliocal 

thought. Tt1eir my st icis• was a jumping oft' point to 
71 

vigor ous social cri.iicism and involvi!men~. In Spa.in, 

the messal!;e of t n.e Cabalists was, as in Judah's ce1se, 

ai•ed at a low cultural tradition . In part tnis vrould 

explain some or the simi l arities in tne i r i<leologlLeS . 

( n sum, Judl\ll it be is to b" consuiered a 1aysLi.c, 
72 

must be d .:sh;11ated as a v er·y practical one. For lri.is 

gr eat. ldecilS llr" r everence, learning, and acts of ci.vic 

73 virtue , and these cannot be ac11ieved LhrOU\!,b ma~i,c or 

through mysLical calc ulations, but through t ne pe rfcr-

mence ol t11e commandments. 

~epentence, tor s xample, consists not of a 
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beatilic vision or in som" ayrt ol mystical ~untcmplation , 

but ra1,,her in u1e muscle ot' - l uical action. Pour cate ­

gor i es or r . ,ient .!Dce are listed and eacil i nvolves iaoral 

discipline . In the first case the individual fefraina 

from tne sin .wen thoui;n it is withiu his po1•cr Hl do 

it. l u tlle s .! cona, str ct s t: lf- res\.ratnts fl/re volunt;u-ily 

placed on th<' incltvidual. to tu.: third, a lltllln, knowing, 

tilat 11~ could not. refrain fr um tile sinl• l a.: t it' t'1e 

opportunity :lrose , keeps apar t from tne c und , tions 

w11ic i nduced til '-' sin. I n tn.; J'ourLh, tne man sui ter s 

according to the a mount oi pl easure d erived from t he 
74 

si nlul a ct . 

Aii,aJ n it ts ., vid~n t t.1at Juc.l a11 ' s arl!,'IJllll· '•l t is nut 

with the iai tzvot syst.e• as such, but with U1e society 

that made it impossible for some ot i\.& members to 

perform tnese co11mondments. 1'be serer ~~bolds 
that the performance o.t: these sacra11ents briings a iaan 

s&lvation. Tire book ill fir cllly withii. th!! f1raaework 01' 

Judaism. If anytning , the claim or the boolll: is tnat 

it r t:presents Juda ism as it. should be. For tile leader­

ship of t ne day were misusin~ and perv~rting Judaisa. 

Christian influence or no, l)ositive auit.ude toward t 11e 

Ctu·istians notwitnslandi ng, the Sefer ~~not a 

deviant form of the Judais11 ot' its day, but. ratner an 

authent ic a tt e mpt to i11prove tne rdigion ~•f Abraham, 
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the punishment 1 or not doing one oi tne sacrame1nts. 

~nu not only does an i.nui vi dual sulfer by virtu'e of an 

evi l act, one ' s triend suiters ii tne latter could 
81 

11ave pr eveuted toe act . I he ~ !iasi cJi• claims that 

tbe ultra- orthodox were the ones r esponsib le for de­

.;t.royi ng tne mit:ivot syste•. Tne <1erman Rasiui rr. be-

lieved that wne11 s o111et11ing i s made overly s trimg;mt, 
82 

it pr~v e 1Hs a man trom 1>ertor ming tile coamannawnts. 

1tere, as els ewn i<re, the Sei'er Hasidim is poinl.iing to the 

inequities in the society oi medieval G.:rmany. ttere 

it is the quest ion of commandments, in otner C::lises, the 

svna~ogue , or t he law courts and the layin ~ 01 oatus, 

or \,1 e ac&Clemies , or tne practice ot magic, but a ihrays 

tne massage is tne sa.me:tne leadership is misusing its 

prerogatives at t ne expense 01 tll <l g.< ueral. welf are of 

s oci e ty. That t11 c au 11tors Ol t11e ~ ~.! knew 

the va lue t111d !unction ol t it" comc1anoinents is "vident 

t r om a comm.:nt tu t ne ef1ect tnat al. l eader s s ince 

~oses nav e needed these sacroa~n~s to c ontrol the p eople. 

l he leaders ..if the German iasidim were &~i<ki n !( to continue 

th" s ame institutions , tn :y w~r" not trying to destroy 

tnem . The i>ne change t.he,v wanted to make was to place 

a new leadership over t.nese ins1 i tut ions . J' ua t new 

l e~dersi1 ip, 
0

1 course, wa s t u c<111e trom tneir own g!"oup. 

Aud as Judon a ml t1i e tollowers did not oppose 



the a~e old i nstitut ions, tu.; c en tral i deas 01 J udaism 

are pr~served in tne German ttasi.aic i 1ovemeot. God 

is omnipot uoi; a nd omniscient; tbe pr o lllem of tne odicy 

i s so lved lly positing tn <: wor l d l O come, and tfl-' pr im-

acy o i .: Lnical ac tion i s exa!teu abovv a ll o t uer r e li _ious 

virtues. I l .ls in tnis paradise tha~ l,oo wi ll make 

i!OOO on a l l 01 his pi·omi ses . but in ord.:r t o ac:hieve 

t llis pal'ad i se ene must pcr1orR ln"' commaildments. If 

on : ooes ot,11!rwtse ni s soul is e.xµoo; ..,Q t o Lil.: 1 i.re s of 
83 

gehoni.m. l11 th" worlo tu come , b~ it good 0 1· bud 1 a l l 

a ccounts a r " s e t tled ano tne scales Ol j ust ice ar~ 

84 
bal uuced . t n tu i s paraai se -11 l tne i nequiLies w 1ich 
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lt1e (,e r~1an Ja s idim po int l-<1 will Ou r l. .ffta ted. 01rawlng 

upon h i.lllical tradition tne ~ riasidim att emn>ts to 

exp l ai n suU.ering by using t l1t! conc ..;pt or colle•Ctive 

res pons ibility. Tnus a son may be s u!i ering in til t s 

world t o ri ~n t. tnl! wrongs none by ui.s ta1.11er or a 

nd <tllhor , or in its most gene ral sense , 1·ucu J e w be­

comes r • s ponsibl e for ni s f.., 11ow's ac tions . And f i nally , 

Juddn teacues that al tu1es the jus t s ul t e r· in u1i s 

.-·orld so that Cod cau i,; i.ve tnem a great.e r r eward in tnc 

world t o come. t n like manner, tne wicked. soa1H i•es 

prosper s o t nat a ll 01 tllt! i r merit wt ll be usedl up; they 
86 

will nave no sna r e in paradise. 

But sume. 1ow l. lle Sei'er Hgsjdi.m never a tt mapts to 



describe tfiis paradise w11ic11 seerui ngly occup:i.es an 

lmpo1·taot pat' t 01 tts me ssage. Once a ,;ain t .ne t1ature 

ol tile auJlence must be kept i~ ru lnd. I t is to a low 

cultural tradition tnat Juda" was aimtn~ Ltle bulk oi 

11is me ssage in J n 3ttdmpt to e licit tneir s~pport. 

1 1le parabl es aou toe D1any accusations niade a1e;aiost toe 

up[hff class shoulcl oe g:roupeu toge tner, aJ.oll1g wi. tn l tle 

positing of tne worlcl co come, as sincere d~vices to 

trans mit alis ideology LO tue masses. 

82 

I ne picture drawn of J ewisn co1111Dunal life in t ue 

l;!tll and 13 tn c enturies in Germany is not a p l easa nt 

one. T ile inequi ties t.t1a t tue serer ttasidi• points out 

ar" 1e. ion, but tile book never becomes a n apocalyptic 

one . ( n fact tn<' 5 et e r t1asic1l• a dvises on o:: wno s .. es 

a man pre dictir.g; the c omin~ oi' t 11e ~tes :< iatl to realize 

tlla l such a pe rson is a uivtner and a sorce r e r, and i s 

nut to be trusted. f or accordlng to tue German Hasloim, 87 
"a man cannot i.now wnwn tne M.:ssiah w· 11 c<H11e". 1 11e 

escnat.ology in th~ ':e l' e•· Ha si aL• l u lfill s itne purpose 

01 nold Lng ouL nope 1or tnose e l eme uts ol $OCi e ty t uat 

wer e in dire straits . Juus one 01 t he constant ~nemes 

of Lh e book ls that the r e will be a p l ace 1o r the poor 
88 

and t 11e lmlea rneu in pa radise . Tne fact tuat u1e aut nors 

of the Sei'er Hasidim spend no time specula.ting on t11e 

a 1·rtval of toe .11.;ssiah, and ev e:• cdutton a1ga ,nst doing 
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so, indicat es tnat c on ui"ti.ons w.,r e not ripe t or such 

an i deo logy . In t'act, not one a pocalypse was writte n 

aunng this per iod, and althougn 5chole11 fi nds tbis 
89 

"re111arkable" , 1. t seems clear tnat ttle .teneral c.ondi ti on 

o! t he .Jewish Com nunhy was good. 1'11is con1c lusion 

fits t hepic ture tnat was drawn in the firs1. section& 

oi' t hi s paper. 111ere wer e cer tainly d i sconte nte ., e l e­

ments, but this i.s t rue 01 tile Unitea :>tatos today. 

'lni s disconte nt was 111i i 1t11t. .ined by the deep cha.ngea that 

were taldn~ place in tne socio- econoaic t'raaework of 

Gcr mllny , due 
1 

in part t u tue ri s •: oi the t •Dwns and t he 

i ncreas ed u s e of money. 1 tae relatlonship rot' tne Gerllla n 

llasi u i c Movement Lo t nese cna oges wi ll be oiscu ssed in 

tne concluding section ot' t1lis s tudy. 

Bryce not es that tne ~nris tian C.ourcu was a poli-

Li cal a nd military forc e t u be conce rned w1to i n the 
90 

l.o!t11 und 13tn c ent.uries. Tbe Sefer t!!!!cB.! indicates 

tna t t i C r e liL! ious ins titut ions 01 tt.e .Jcwr isn Coamunity 

ware no l ess pol i t i cal. There lS a consLan t t e nsion 

in the uook, wne , u ae synagogue aod l.lle academy are 

betnl! 11 1s cus sed, between wnal tney s noul C1 be a nd w.1at 

t11ey nav., becoaeo Hut tne Sefer tiasidl• 1~ever c alls 
~ l~l 

tor L.1e ir a bo l it LOn, only f or uae i r refor1a. Tbe dia-

tr i bes f ound i n the book are c:tirect ed not against t ne 

i nst1tut ions , but a i;a tns t t he men •no w~re a t their 
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neads . 

The same t unslon exists in 1·el!;ard lO the Ora l 

La w. Tl ie ~ llasidua tjUOtes ttie l'almud ext eusiv " l y , 

a11d the au tl1urs show a gr eat knowledge 01' it. As was 

noted, Juda •• ' s fa ' her a no grandfatill!r wl!re g r eat ~­

lakni sts , and u i .;; g r eaLes di s ci ple, c.leazer of Wor111s 

was a r enowned i almudi st. Tn~re is no reason t or us 
93 

to suppos othel'wi s l.l aliout Judah. 1le is not for l11e 

al.ia11do11ment ol Lne Ta Laud, uis quarrel is wi tb Lile 

pilpuli .sts. un one occas ion the Set e r llasidi• groups 

lite pi lpuli s ts wit 11 t.ypcs 01 Chr ist ian priests w110 
94 

are no1. t o be trusted. On anot11er occasion tile book 

states t hat the pi l pulists are not the true devotees 

84 

01 l earning for they t h!! most essential 01· a ll the vir-

tues- reverence f or God. 'rbe ir ps1.:udo clever a n t;u•e n:.s 
95 

make t r utn seem fal s e and vice-vl!rsa. Tile~ ltasid i m 

doe ., snift the "mpllasis from the Talmuu lO t he Toran , 

but lite forml! r occupies a c ruc ial place i n l ne JudaL . • 

96 
ot tne German Hasi<li•· The aliihors 01 t he book QaKe 

mucll ;reat"'r us" of tne Talmud to buttress tllei r ideo­

log1cal claims t oan ot the l!'r i t t en Law. 

1'11e ~ Hasidim l>resaot.s the r ea der witU a 

vivid pie ~are of Jewisl1 lif e i.n meaieval Germany . l t 

snows t ile precariousness oi the J ewis h position, but 

it also takes note of tne relative ~ecuril:y. 1he people 



to w11om tne message of the ~ Hasidim was ai•ed 

felt more of the danger and les s oi tbt! security. To 

i nese people the German ' lasidic .\lovement offer•!d co•-

8 5 

t ort a nd s ome very practical s olutions. .\!though cnarity 

rece ives i;rea t emphas i s , one s e c t ion a dvis es tha t a 

p ~rson 111u s l not enda nger nis lif e in order to 1i;ive 
97 

cnari t y or even t o do a ri~nteous deed. ln an a ii;e wnen 

sporad ic pe rsec utions made martyrooai a not unco-on 

event, tile ~ flasidi• counsels toa'l the Tora11 is to 

Ii ve fo r and not to di e 1 or . c arryini,; tnis tnou~.t t one 

:> t ep fur t ner, one s ec tion rela tes tnat t n ... !!!!.!~ is 

never iz; iven in the name ot someone wno iz;ave up1 nis 
- 98 

li f e f or t ne ·1·o r ah. l·'or all of the r e li cii ous separatism 

t ha t tile ~ Ha s idim advoca tes, t11 ., book i s careful 

to note that one must not he over l y z ealoJs i n this 

r ei::ard. The a utnors e; ive an example of a Jew ..-no r e­

fus ed to .:nt.er a c nurc 1t ev en t o savi, toe life oi anott1er 

J ew. 11e i s r epriman oed i'or ln i s , and t 11 .! boolk notes tnat !19 

a truly r e l ill:ious J ew IO'Ollld nave en tered ttie Church . 

With the same empnas i s on lif e a no tile llvin~ tne book 

l(ive s a parabl e about an o ld ri1:11 t e ous Jew wno wanted 

l o <!: l ve h is pray er s11awl to a poor pe r s on be l ore he 

u led . Some couns e led bi• to ke e p it s o t11a t he cou.ld 

be buried in i t, but. t.lle man r easont!d \Ila\. al ter death 

he would be r e cit i ng no benedicLions, woil e e1 man ye t 



alive could put it t o good use. 'lllis was e sp"'cia lly 
100 

true si nce ue wa s to.>o poor t o Luy a praye1 o ne 

€16 

s"'c l i on not"'s tua1. a person .:moul u be v t:ry careful about 

savin~ a neavy man l rom drowning , because of t ne danger 
101 

t o one 's own life. In like manner, the book teacnes 

that one should not forsake h is own int eres t s for t nose 

of nls f e llowmen, t'or wnile tne 1 oran t eaches one t o 

" l ove t hy ne i g11bor as t11ys ,•lf" , it does not say more 
102 

tllan oneself . A c ommon tneme throu .,uout 1.lle book is 

tile i n j unct ion to b e pract ical enou"'' t o l e t tne situa -
103 

tion ue t ermine the action. 

l'he messa .~e o! the Sei er .1a sidi• cut s across all 

c l ass l i nea 1 or L l i s tne I ueology 01 a mov ement tnat 

was t• ·y in - t..o a l.t..alll pow...' r• but 1.11e main t iu•u st of 

til e. message i s aimea at ~Ile poor anu thi: un l ea1·nea . a nd 

it 1.;; to these p eople tha 1. t he book oi f e r s iln d ~rnity 
oi com(ort in the worl d to come . A poor man w 110 t r ies 

but ca.inoL pe r 1or111 all 01 t11.: commandm"ots become~ tne 

i(.ll!a l paradigm. It. is s uch m<.:1l w110 "' ill one day rec" i~re 
104 

thu ir j us t r ewards. 

1n tn• l ight of the a bove , tn" C d 1t.ral ideas of 

llle 'Se l e r 1asid t m be.:um« even more remarkable. Above 

a ll <' l se , toe 1:>ook auvocat es the i ntrinsic valu« ot t n•e 

i!t.n1cal lit e , and it 11oes thi s even 111ouJ4 .. t ne movement 

was desp <.:raL e ly se•king addeu s upport. And it ~oes 
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t.his in a society wii"r " it woul d. nave been 111orl! pract ical 

t o inuicate t na L tne 2nd justifies Lne means. It never 

does this . 1 he book pictur e s man as be i ng ne i~ h~r all 

~ood or bad . and it depi c ts a God W!I O coul d turn ev c:ry­

onc in t o ri ~1teous people i f ~ s • desi red, but Who 

would rat 11- r l e t man c11oose nis own pa th. A mau ' s life 

is a s, ri es 0 1 tests , anu rue book L ·a ves no J Oubt t.nat 
105 

man ' s sa l va tion d , pends on tne outcome . Tne pr~ctical 

implic:1t i ons of tn e constant empnasis on "revew ing tne 

I urd" n1 ·e :nany, bul in t ne main it is l ll8l i t mUSl lead 

to ac t;; o r civic virtue; ttl : r e can be no r eve r enc e with-

out t.1 1:! l a tter. s uch c.mcerns a s rear oi punii snment 

,wd w11at tit:. world wil l t11ink r aok a distant .~ ecend and 

\hi r tl l o 111i s r ever ence. One s hould perlorm .a comma11d-

:uent or r efrain from slnninic not because of reward or 

n11ni snm1<nt, but be cause 01 tll t? intr ioslc wortn o! the 

111ical c ommandments. lt is this t :1a t c omes to be 
106 

t!llUl1 t ed wi t n "reve ring the t.ord" . rn u.e fac t! o! a 

~oc i e ly f rau1r11 t· wit11 i nequaH ties tne Scfer ~~ 
nolds for j usdct! I or its o.nt saKc. '!lie worlld to come 

su l ves the pr ob l em 01 tueolticy on a pnilosoplU.c l eve l, 

l>ut t ne real so lutl On offered. by t ne book is >!;OOUness 

107 for its own sake. The Sef c r Hasidim c 11anne l 1s t he even tual 

jud~ment day in ~1 1 c~ the poor wl l l r ec e ive thei r due 

by using t1
1
e l'harasai.c device o l tne comma11a.me11 t s. 



AnCI Llll!Se commanam.:nts demand th.: ...: tnlc ll l life. rt "as 

not a radica lly dit l erent messa ~e than tnat orl ~reu by 

Lnc l almutl i s ts. c.ach Look from the traditional tree of 

Judaism, but eacn gave the1r own co lorat ions , tnei r 

own .:mphasis . 1 he ~ Masidim sou11;11t to bring toe 

ins t ltut ions c loser to tne peopl .: bJ taking tne"1 over 

tnems a lves. S triking out a gatnsL toe pi lpuli s t s w~o 

seemed to aovoca t e ci lUdY tor its oim sake , the serer: 

11asio im t i.! l l s one that an inoividua). should not l earn 
108 

J !IY 1 orah unl oss it br1ng nim r c v l! rencc to r God. But 

finally, the messa t?;e s of tue two e;roups coalesce inito 109 

one- "al 1 who honor the TOr3l'I, will in t urn be 11ono1red" . 

1 he Ger:uan !HS 1di11 do propse major cnauge'5, lbut 

tnay do it within tne 1ra•~work 01 the "traditional" 

J udaism ol the day. 1'nus t ne attacks on tile ex:sting 

institutions of the day Wdre Jar fr om tneore LicaL, 1n 

l! lf~ct,.. they consli tute a po litical pl 1tfor m oJ a p1arty 

u1at is seekinc, to gau1 cont r o l 01 ttle society , Ti:oey 

oi el not succeed. tt is uitil'\ult to pinpo~nt trie reasons 

t.hal. •ou ld expV•in tn :l r l'a1lure, but some conclusli ons 

<:an be drawn . Tile last sect ion wi 11 a ttempt to ~xplain 

the i nabi li ty 01 t he ,,er111an 1iasidi111 to transform t ltleir 

nobl e ideo logy into a popula r, mass movement. 
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1 ne .3et e r l!asL .. im 11as a timely quaHt..y about it. 

lt mirror s t t1e soci..,ty ol medieval ucrmany anol produces 

89 

a p i ctu1·e tlla \ is iu consonance w1tn 11lstoricail c1U'onic les 

01 \tie day. AS bas been noted, lbal period in German 

nisLory witnessed a rapill g rowth ol towns and tne con­

comitant r i se in the use ol mon ey. c.wen as t itle feudal 

institutions reacned t he apex of tneir power, economic 

clmnges we re taking pl ace wnicn, i.n a cen1..1iry • s time, 

W&B e to u_odermine toe feudal s u1ucture. Tne J ews, liv-

i ng 1n toe towns and participat ing t nese new ecooo:nic 

veutu.res, oil.en 1ouod 1..ne11selves cau~11t ln ttte midule 

01 the d.ifl e r..,ot cnristia11 g roups woo iought for r.on-
1 

trol 01' u1e towns . 

1 t. 11as been noted tnat w e ideo logy o if t oe ~ 
rasidim was aimell at tnose elem.:nts ->1 tt1e J ·ewish 

Co11mu.ni t y w
1
10 wi.: re 11dversely aH ..:cted lly t oe activities 

or tl\e J.:wish us uers. t;d l.!r r easons tllat t nere are , 

tnerefore , no ca1n tali :. tic te11de11cies in t.he S ef"r 

2 >Jasitti.m. rn a sense t nis is •tU LL .; correct, lo• capi-

talism mul not yet co• e to r.:;er~Y· but tlm beginnings 

were ,,;vide nt and tile Se.l'er 11as1uim takes nolt e of them . 

Time a it er ti11e t ne autnor s rail agatost Ln•e ne" money 
3 

l c ndi n i:: a ctivtties or u 1e J .,ws. 1'1\ese are, of cours e , 



tllos .., a lements or Jewi s11 society w ,10 were run1riing the 

inslitUl ions, and in the eyes of the G...: rman (i.asidim, 

mannantl l ing tbe peo ple i n tne pr ocess. In addi tion 

to lnis tnere are eleme •ts in t. be book which are bignly 
4 

cntical ol' l own Jife in g\lneral. 1a .. re is also a kind 

or no~talgia in Lbe ~ook wnicn calls lor a return to 

the " good o l d days", wll otO man Lived in a na t~1ral state . 

Tnis na t ural state is d : lin~ted as be ing a s ta t " 1n 

w11ic11 man i s t ied t o t ne s oil, t.ne land bc in1~ i.:qually 
5 

snared by all. 'l' Uis r t:pres.,nt.s no thing more taan an 

e1·,li 11.11 t en.,u tot•• 01 fe udalism. 
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Suen a _,ocla l framework, uowever, wa i> on its way 

out l o Ger111any. Toe tide was running a ..;ains L tbose 

e lem•M tS 01' soci ., tY w .. ic1l t ried to impede th.e social 

nnd e Lono111ic changes. Titus it is not s u- pr is ing t o see 

tha t the Papacy and tue µ;reat feudal lords 11rere a lso 

violer.tly opposed to the practice ot usury . For t ney 

had ;auc:1 to lose by t11e growing wealtn '>f t11.: towns. 

Grea t cnanges do not , oi course , take place overoigut. 

tnus l.he feudal and Papal iosli tut ions were, r or long 

periods ot time, able to e U 'ecl. successful holding 

ac tions, Finding cnaL tney coul d not eradica Le toe 

towns, Liley souR;11I. to control the•. ~t was in Judah's 

li.fe time tnat t uey achieved the ir ~reatest success. 

l t was during tni s period t haL Liley wer e ab. le LO ~xert 



tbeir greatest influence. 

And it was at tni s time tnal t t1e G.:rHan "fasidi• 

burgeoned and flowered. Bu t the growth of ltlle move•ent 

was s bort lived. After Juaa:i' s death, i:. l ea1ier of \fores 

served as tne ~reat redactor 01 the Hasidi•• After 

nis deat n, however, tne German tlasidic \4ov e11ent was nol. 

a ble to exert any political influence. The major occu­

p:H i on of tne Jew in tne l :itn c .?ntury was money l ending, 

and as these e l ements itained in power, the power and 
- 6 

pre s tige of the Ha si d im waned. 

It was not tue r e lig ious pnilosophy of tbe ~ 

ltasidi11 wuicn defeated it, it was the historic al s itua-
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tion. Judah's philosophy i s libera l e nough,. The evi-

dence , however, indica tes t 11at toe upper clas s e l ements 

wno s upported Judah were reacUonaries. Tb l~ ir inter ~sts 

coincided wi t h l nose of the Churcn a nd the !f eudal lords 

in tile Chri stian comiuni ty. It is not a perf'!?ct analogy 

becausi; tile Jews were a minority gro1.1p, a11a at tiees, 

a persecuted one. But it see•s clear that 1t ne economic 

viewpoint or the German -ias idic Mov.,ment wa1; opposed 

to the burgeoning inter es ts of the towns. ·1rhe ljuest ion 

of 11ow any group of Jews could be in favor 1>f a feudal 

system wuen they could not, in most instanc1~s. own land 

is not as complex as it may a upea r . for i t was pr e­

cise l y during tt1at pe l'loa of Ger111an his tory that pr e-
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ceeded the growtn 01 the towns tnat mauy Jews we:re able 

t o amass great tor t unes. Servi ng as tile 11id.dleaan be­

tweell e ast aud west, tbe Jew was Lne i.rader ~ .exelleoce. 

Toe Crusades cnanged tuis. It musl be re111e11be r ed tnal 

certain elements in the Jewist1 soci dy supported, i ndeed 

iinanced, tbese wars. ~ot only dio tile Crusades raise 

up a new class of Ct1.r~stia11 traders, in J ewisb circles 

it fo s l .:r "d the emergence of a new class of Jew-· the 

mouey l ender. Certainly, some of tue old guard mer­

chants among t ue Jllws became i l1e l eac1ing money lenders. 

but many d id not or could not . The !alter gr oup sougut 

to r etain tueir prerogatives, but the cnan, ing natur e 

o1 tile t. c rman socie ty eventually made this impoi; ,;ible. 

Iuey we re faced with several alt urnaiives, none ol wolch 

wer e particularly attractive tu them . 1ney coull d, and 

some did, beg.in Lo pa1· ticipate in tn <" n"w eco1101nic 

v i: raure.s 01 l11e Clay . but tt1e longer tn<-y wai t c 1a. to 

mak<. t l:!e t ransition tt1e r.arder it becan.e, f or t 111e Jew-

lab money lenders 4u i ekly formed closed ~uilds to in­

sure their own interests . T11ey c ould appi:al to those 

el ements oi a soci , ty wuo a r u a lways on tne outskirts 

Of b\!nefi ts-the poor and Ltle unletterea . The §!!!!::. 

llasidirn r"present s s11c:i an alt!!mpt. but wi t 11in the low 

cultural framework oi tile book certain aristocratic 
8 

t ~naencies remained. This ari .tocratlc, old ~~ard 
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backing l.'Vaporated in the neat 01 tll to cllanging con1ations 

ol GerP'lany. 

Hut tile ~ Hasi a_im continued lo .!Xert c on­

side r a bl e inl luence on German Jewry. For t11ere i s a 

timelessness about its relil!;i ous ptiilos opl\y. 'I bis 

quality is spelleo out in a pract;.ca l cr1<edo tua t not.es 

a grl!a t uift'c r .: nce b e tween words or l oran in u1<: m?utt• 
8 

111 a !l:OOd man and tnos e spok~n by an cvi 1 man. 'l'ne 

~ lasi d im brou<;ro t a liberal br eez.e into an envi r -

onment stagnated by tne pilpuli s ts. Tne book advoc tes 

tne avoidance 01 c·it.ual practices wi c:n b:·ln ,; a bout 
9 

nel!dl ess quarr..,l s . l ne &ut. liors pre.sunt a n i.ru idea lism 

w11 ich claimed t nat u 1c mits vot sys t. .:~• i s operab l e be-

cause a ,iu s t 1.ott r uled, and "; ooo de(?dS can ue i eat 
10 

l ate". Contalne<.I wt t u i n t 11c ruessa2e oi ll1-' book wns 

ll1.i mu.,;cl ~ uf a pol i tical rl!a i ism toi:.: l :.aw no ""r e at 
11 

ncc ri • in tu.: work 01 trn: pi.lpuli .,; t s 1~n<1 t ile to .. a.fot. 

1 he \.i e rma11 las i o im st r esse d or•tnerh,ood in an er .'i i n 

w11 ic n it w1:1s a difli cult uo ..: tl'in<' ~v .110Utn and oite n 

impossibl ~ 1 0 pr actice because 01 t n~ 11olit.ical s itua-

12 lion. 'l nc ideology oi t c\e German ta sio ic itovc: ment 

uoubt. l ess bl'ou .;nt c omJort to t11 :. poor 1.1110 unlette r ed 

in tne Jewish Com.nun1ty, by constant l y t1 <.1vocating t.11e 

~ iving of c narity in a manner w •• 1cn would no t demean 

tn~ recipient. And t.o t11e •ll'i d wast e l a nd ol' 1a lcnuo i.c 
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s tud,y, toe ~ Hasidlm brougut a creative spark. 

Judatt 1 ounded no great poli ii cal movement, but 

ne and ll i :> 1ollowe r s were a ule to oring Judaism intu tue 

lives or tne unc J ltured and Lue poor . I n 11 s ,ense, 

Juaa11 laded, but it was a ma..,nific.:nt l'a ilur·e uiat 

r1as ..:ontinued lo t.> xert an i nl luence upon Ju<dnt·1111 in the 

mai.,v forms it !las s ince taken. 

'L.1ere ls a saying a t..out J uuan tha t states t mll 

tf ne llllO live d in t ll<! ti.me oi t11c prophets 1·1e would 

nave 1Jeen a p r·opllet; i1 in t ne time 01 t ne uanoa i11, a 
13 

tanoa, an d so on. Per11a ps, but in uae Lime oi the 

pilpuli s t s and t 11c tosafi s ts, Judah was a nas id. 
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35 . Ibid., p. 226 1 #914 . 
36. TbiiI., p. 257, #1029, 
37, Yliiit., p. 220, #882 . 
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39. Ibid., PP• 28-29.° . 
40. Jehuda ll'i s tinetzki(ed . ), ~·cit., pp. 360-
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47. Tbid. , p. 182 , # 702. 
48. Ibfil., p. 408, # 169S. 
49. Ibiil., pp. 409-410, ~1707. 
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