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T.!iE LIF'E and PERSONALITY or RABBI JOHANAN 

1'hen R. Johana.n bar Nappaha began his work there b&d 

already arisen a gr oup of men who \mdertook the immense 

task of interpreting the recently codified )lishne.h of Judah l. 

To this field of legalistic research, R. Joha.nan, the leader 

of the aeoond generation of Palestinian Amorai~, brought an 

assiduousness of purpose and an eagerness of mind which 

made him the outstanding balaohiat a.nd agadist of his ert. 

Like so many great men before and a~er him, the adversity 

which pursued him relentlessly seemed t o be the whet-stone on 

which he sharpened his intellect and perception~. From birth 

to death, Jd• life lf&.S a concatenation ot physical disasters. 

Born a posthumous son, his mother did not survive the difficult 

delivery which gan him life.1 In his later life, be consoled 

himself witn the tho~t that he bad been relieved of the com-

mand, "Honor thy father 8.D.d mother ," for how dif ficul t is it 

to honor them adequately. 2 

1. Kiddushin 31 b 

"When the mother of R. Johanan 
bore him, his father died, and 
she gave birth to him, she died." 

2. Kiddush1.n 31 b 

"Happy is he who has not seen 
them.." 
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Little ia known of R. Jo~.ana.n's lineage or forbears. 

Our aouroea ahed no light on his background or ancestry. 

However he is dubbed with the cognomen, Bar Nappaha, the amith'a 

son in a number of places in our Talmud! However whether hia 

father we.a llAJll9d Nappaha or n s actually a smit.h 1a a matter 

of oonjeoture since the aourcea lll"e TOid on thia subject. 

It is also posaibl• that the name may allude to his atrengtlh 

and physical beautyJ in that case, haJ may be understood, the 

sense being, inflaming one's desire. Howe't'9r regardless of 

its possible interpretation, he is ever referred to by that 

cognomen by his friend, Resh Lakiah. 

1r:iH Ir h ~J' Jc?G e'ff (.'1 ,~ 2 

.kfit>J 

"Resh Lakiab saids The smith'• 
interpretation (R. lsa&o) 1• 
better than that of the s on ot 
the 81ai th (R. Johe.nan)•• 

His descent hawever is traced i'r'om the ttibe of Joseph 

from a remark uttered by R. Johan.an himself. 

1. Baba Meai~ Sf b 

3 /r./' f 11·y ~'IHI/ /c)Jc 1tllt 

/c ) ''t ~·? /c.Cfe /c >-i JtJ:JiJc 
./t f..'f' 

Yer. Roab Ha-Shan.a 2 H. 6 (~11na editi on ) 

2. Sanhedrin 96 a 

Boraohoth 20 • 



"He said: I a;J1 oome from the seed 
of Joseph against whom the evil eye 
had ?!".'.' pO'llrer." 

The grandfather of R. Johanan, either on the pater119.l or 

maternal aide , raised him and oonsecrated him to the study 

of the Torah. When he was a little lad riding on the should-

ers of his aged and revered gr!l.Ddfather, he relates that he 

overheard words of Torah fi'om the mouth of R. Sim.eon b. 

Eleazer and later handed the teaching down to his disciple•• 

"R. Johanan said. 'I was riding on the 
back of my grandfather and I heard the 
voice of R. Simeon b. Eleazer who was 
sitt ing occupied in his study.•" 

l . Yer. Maasroth 1 H. 2 
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As a young man. his intense and zealous study oocupied 

his whole time. He had no spare moments for vain pleasures 

for be found his oontentment in his studies. It is recorded 

that once he was so absorbed in his work that he ignored the 

presence of an important personnage who happened to pass and 

was almost chastised for his lack of deferenoe. 

1 

Jt}l'..J=> ''41'j' '"lj' ?'}'\' '>) lfl jJhl' '?"' 

/t f1 jtjp1fC ">'ri J'1/C)'°3 P f??~ 
?Ntt r;-i'J•M'JI 1··¥? 11.hk ·1Np11'1t·r Pr 
. yo-t fl";; 1)111r1 "i'Ot~:J? 'l>'J~1 /c t1G 

"R. J ohanan -.s sitting and reading 
before the House of Study et Eab3lon ln 
Sepphoris, a titled personaage 
passed and he did not rise before 
him. The servants of this leader 
wanted t o beat him. He said to 
them. 'Leave him be for he is so 
oooupied with the ta.-e of the 
Creator.•• 

1 . Yer . BerP.Choth 5 H.1 



To one who eo early showed an aptitude and diligence 

fo r study of Torah. R. Jobanan's laok of material wealth 

imposed a burden which he keenly felt. For to him, it 

meant only t.~at he could not devote him.self exclusively 

to study and contemplation. For a time. he subsisted on 

t he proceeds of aome arable land, a vineyard and an olin 

orchard, which he had inherited but finally he was forced 

to sell even that to obtain an education. Howenr, his lou 

of Torah was so great that as he e:icpressed himself to hia 

pupil, be had only exchanged that substance which God had 

created in six days tor some~hing which had neo~saitated forty 

days. 

l. M. Shtmoth Rabbe. 4 7: 5 

Cant1c 1es ~abba 8: • ; ?eeikta 28 -- ~ource 1n !~am9ic 
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"It is t old that R. Johanan was 
walking from Tiberias to Sepphoris 
and h111 pupil R. Biyya was with 
him. R. Johanan noticed a nr_e 
yard and remarked to R. Hiyya, 
'Do you see this vineyard that 
was mine but I sold it {t o labot 
in the Torah)'. R. Hiyya bar 
Abba began t o weep and said , 
'You did not leave anything for 
your old age.• To whioh R. Joh
e.nan replied,'Is it unimportant 
in your eyes that I sold someth
ing that was created in six d6.ys 
and I acquired somet hing t hat 
was given i:i f orty d~ys . The 
world a.nd its expanse was created 
in six days but t he Torah took 
forty days t o be gi ven, •" 

But finally, when al l his resources were exhausted, he 

was compelled to enter a business relationship ...-ith Ilpha, 

his friend. The legendary tale ot :iii wond.rous return t o the 

s tudy of the Torah after his short ocoupati on in the ~orld of 

aff airs is an interesting sidelight i.ilto the life and career 

of t his sage. 

1. Taanith 21 a 
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\ ~Ilpha and R. Johe.nan studied 
the Torah t obether . They were 
in very poor cirownstances and 
even in want cf food. So they 
said,'Let us arise and go into 
business , thereby maintaining 
what is written: 'indeed, there 
shall be no needy men among thee 
(Deut .15:4). ' They betook them• 
selves and satdbwn beneath an 
unsafe wall and ate their meal. 
Soon t'lfc angels appeared, ane 
R. Johe.nan heard one of them say 
to the other, ' Let us throw the 
W'all Jiown upon them and kill them, 
for they are about to neglect 
the eternal lif~ (study) , and 
busy themselves with temporary 
life (business) .' But the other 
angel replied, ' Let ttem alone: 
for there is oae of them whom 
•he time will succor and who will 
shortly become great.• a. Johanan 
heard this, but I l pha did not, 
and the former asked, 'Did the 
master heer anything' 1 'nay, I 
heard nQtaing,' replied Ilpha. 
So R. Johsnan thought: Beoeuse 
I heard~it and I Jpha did not, 
in all probability I am th~ one 
to whom the time will ~uccor. 

And he said to Ilpha, 'I have 
00W1Sidered it and will return 
~o continue the study of t le Torah, 
thus fulfilling another passage: 
'For the needy wil l not cease outt 
of the land(Deut.15:11),' Thua 
R. Johe.nan retul"!led to his studies 
and Ilpha engaged hL~self in bus• 
iness. By the time Ilpha returned 
(from a business trip) , R. Johanan 
had become t be ohief of the college. 
The scholars a!'terwards said to 
llpha,'lf thou hadst stayed here 
with us {and had continued the 
study of the Torah) , ~would 
have made thee the ohief of the 
co l lege.'" 
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Thus R. Johanan's wisdom and application won him position 

and renown, in spite of the impediments that life lla.d placed 

in his path. Veritably though poor in material goods, spirit-

ually be was richer than any about him. For God had endowed 

him with physical and spiritual gifts , beauti.f'ul faculties or 

mind and body, and the strength to overcome his worldy obstacles . 

or his beauty cf bo4y, nwn-.erous tales are recounted. 

They tell of a dazzling beauty which radiated from his features 

and lit up the s uuls of those who bele l d him. 

IJt11· '?') O\'rff r" .efn 1~ t·f1c1 
;) f/, ~Jr)\'?? 'Jf Jcp ;>1>11 ;ij/) 

.1c ;1;u s~J' -;)'"("> ~ r 

"R. Eliezer was i l l and R. Johanan 
went to Tisit him. He aaw that R. 
Eliezer was lying in a dark room, 
ao he bared his arm and a bright• 
ness radiat ed therefrom." 

1. Berachoth 5 b 
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Although R. Johanan believed that &~l that God ore&tea, 

he ereetes for his own glorification, from our Talnudic source s , 

it would seem that be prided hin~elf with his gif't of be~uty. 

l 
•)")\(Jc ~J/c (#1'J~) j Jhl' '1 ')NfC. 

'jh'N '~?l f 1tlf 'I';) . f 'ft n• ' 1'~t N 

Jt do;>i Ito:> 'j\"J lJhl' 'i:t,,i!"'l~1~ 
Jc f NIO /cJ,.11'~ /tT11~ -;,"f 1'JI 

lt(r'10 11:·1i 111~ :;iff, ;if l~'> ~I 
. jc f, ~f tt~AJe, J'? ';)'?)lijl ~ 'N1af 

. JJhl' ·11\ '.1)'1'dle. I'""' · 11111~ Jc•-;)~ 

"R. Johene.n said: l ru;i the on ly 
one remaining of J er usalem's men 
of out standing beaut y . Be who 
desires to see R. Johana.n's beauty, 
let him t ake a silTer goblet aa 
it emerges from t he oruoible, 
fil l it with the seed of red pom
egranate , encircle its brim with 
a chaplet of r ed roses and set 
it between the aun and the shade : 
its lustrous glow is a.kin to R. 
Johanan ' s beauty." 

His vanity seems qui t e evident when R. Johe.nan himself 

expressed the fact that a woman who was -1th chi ld when gaz-

ing upon his beauty of countenance would bear children of 

grace and handsOllle appear&nce . 

1. Baba Mes ia 84 a 
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l 

'l'!~Jt ?')\'I r~I<: ';\I;) )JIW ., 

[Jnt' )U? lrib ';, 1NJc . ,,f'?G 
/ _,.;) ' ;J '? '"'r~r ~i'3JJ _;l-?G°N 

. 'J,11:J ···~e 'J;> 1 J~·)1 

"R. Johanan used to go and sit 
at the gates of the Uilcweh. 
' When the daughters of Ierael 
asoend from the bath,' said he. 
'let them look upon me (meet me) 
that t hey bear sons as beautiful 
and learn~d as r. 1 " 

Quite interesting is R. Johanan's encounter with Resh 

Lakish, where due to his beauty, he saved a soul in Israel. 

lt was his friend, pupil and later his brother-in-law, Resh 

Lak sh who repented of his evil ways and bece~ gr eat in the 

study of the Torah. 

"One day, R. Johe.nan was bathing 
in the Jordan, .men Resh Lakish 
saw hi~ and leapt into the Jor
dan after him. Said he (R. J o• 
hanan) to him, 'Your strengb}\ 
should be fo r the Torah (devoted 
to study) .• 'Your beauty' , he 
replied, ' should be for women.' 
' If you will repent,' s~id he, 
'I will ~ive you my s i•t~r (ir. 
marriage) who is more beautitul. 

l. Baba Kesia 84 a 

2. Baba Mesia 84 a 
-' l"L 



I belieTe 

than r.• He unaerteek (te repent) 
then he ~shet te retUltJl a.ne celleot 
his weapons, but could not (Resh 
Lalcish'a mere tecision to turn te 
the study of the Torah had so wealt-
ened him that he laoked the strength 
to don bis hea'Tj' equipment.) Sub
sequently, (R.Jobanan) taught him 
Bible and Misbna, and made him into 
a great man. " 

l 
that modern scholars have erred when they con-

jectured that Resh Lakieh was first a great and outstanding 

personality who went astray and became an outlaw but ~'ll.s later 

guided back to the path of Godly endeaTor through the light of 

R.Johanan. We must assume that the above incident oocured ill 

the youth of R. Johanan and Resh Lakish. It is iJnpossible to 

rea.son that it was in the old age of R. Johanan sinoe our sources 

inform us that he was le!'t an orphan from birth. Were he to 

have had a 8)j_ater, she would either have had to be older than 

he or his twin. Thus Resh Lakish married her when they were 

still in their youth and he had not as yet become a student 

of Jewish Law as scholars have supposed. 

Bature, too, seemed to have showered him with all its ben-

eficence for R. Johanan was of powerful proportions. He was 

known for his strength of body as well as his corpulence. 

2 

''"' /ct•~? rfo]' ill?'I jJhl' '1 
/V,f'l;,'Jt 'ojc • .,, 'H/C '·1 i'l'b ':>ND 

•"ltllt. .l"' J'/OICI 7l• .7J:J.U. /cf11 
~? ;')pit~)'.:)»~ 1Nc1J .. ,, /J? .., ':'If 

1 . We ies ; Bacher ; 

~. Ketuboth 62 a 
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11c r:Jc !'l'JMO'Jl f rf '>)N[ ( r.~~ h-:> 

.'>J f ~ Jdf J\'jjc ;iH j:> 

"R. Joh8llan was once ascending 
a s'8.ircase, R. Ammi , and R. 
Asai supporting him, when the 
staircase col lapsed under hi.Jn. 
He himself climbed up and brought 
them up with him. Said the lie.bbis 
to him, 'Since {your strength I•) 
such, why do you require support?' 
'Otherwise,• he replied, 'what 
(strength) will I reserTe for the 
time of 1lf:i old age.'" 

Reference 1a made in humo?'ous .,.-,in to his obesity describing 

the manner in which he prayed. 

l 
,t, r' ,s 11 r•<> 101· ?., 1lflt 

, '')r' .f'ft.J jJti1· . .., 1c-;i1 . '<Nt. .Mc. ··r 
. ';) le;\ 'lia? fli>, }J/11' '') Jhe. 

"Rab Joseph said, 'One who lies 
on his back should not r ead the 
Shema.• But R. Johe.nan inclined 
t o one side and read the Shema. 
It is different with him beuuse 
he was corpulent . 11 

Hmrever the only factor which marred the complete bodily 

perfection of R. J ohan.en was his bad teeth with which he su.ffered 

great ly for he was afflicted with scurvy of t he gums.~ 

Thus blessed with physical as well as spiritual gitts and 

disregarding bis material handi caps, R. Johanan sought out the 

l. Berachoth 13 b 

2. Yoma. 84 2 and Abada Zara 28 a 
R! Mathiah B. Heresh said: 'R• 
Johanan was trouelet with aourvy (on 
bra gums) . 
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toremost teachers of his day to seethe in the caul dron of thAir 

burning wisdom. Soon R. Johanan' s worth was r eoogni&ed and be 

was meritori.ous enough to be counted among the disciple s of R. 

Jude.h l. Ha-Hasi. for R. Johanan was born in Sepphoris , while 

Rabbi lived the re the last seventeen years of his life . This 

piece of evidence enables us to date the birth of R. Johe.nan. 

Whwn Rabbi died, R. Johanan was fifteen years of age and since 

we know that Rabbi died in 505 Sel. era• 193 C . F. • we can assume 

that R. Johe.nan was born about 491 Sel.era a 178 C.E. 

From an incident revealed in the traotate Yo1D9.• of an en-

counter of Rabbi lrlth Johana.n's mother, we learn that Rabbi be-

came the Patron of R. Johan.an even befor~ the l atter's birth. 

l You. 82 b 

l 

,~,1 ~·Hrf '.J\1c ;\"")It'~ ~"'?'~ ~·~~ 
/C'':;) '11~·? "~,..~ ~r tt'"'r ,r'.J' ~ '° 

p -i(;?• ~·•t ''f .1ca'hf/c1 '1f lu/lf 
';)' ~JI ('),I< -"JJ-i•) ('..A~~ · )Gi>? (.,31, 
J • JJ h11 .., ~J'>J 

"There was a pregnant woman who 
smelt ~ f ood. They came before 
Rabbi. He said to them. 'Go and 
whisper t o her that it is the 
Day of Atonement.' They whispered 
to her and she was relieved (of 
her morbid appetite for the fetus 
was quilted) Rabbi quoted the 
Sotipture.l Terse. 'Before I yet 
formed thee in thy mother•a body. 
I kn.,. thee {Jer.1:5).' R. Jlfuan.an 
was born of this woman. (He was 
the embryo in quest ion. I" 

-13-



Thus when R. J~hanan grew up, Rabbi numbered him among 

his di~ciples and his merit was such that he was allowed to 

sit before Rabbi. 

l 
WN°' ;>j\' II~~ · ~·1'{)1 ·~ 1~<;i 

I .jJ111· ·n 1 >1 -.J '~ ~tit '?"'ll 

rtThere were two pupil• who sat 
before Rabbi and one of the• 
was R. Johanan.n 

But R. Johanan was Tery young at the time and as he hi»-

self remarks. he was unable to comprehend the depth of Rabbi's 

erudition. 

2 
J11t f' ')h/C jtJf>;}.' '~ \:1 /c-J'\' ::lf 

~Hl~M "'tlR n'r 'fdJ' "?1~ ~h1hlt 
~ ·~· ~Jjt .Ji ·~ I ... ?;~ '¥'~1~F '?">" . ~ .,,.jc. JQ 

"I remember that l was sitting 
seventeen rows in back of Rab. 
and sparks oi' fire {discussion 
of Torah) arose out of the mouth 
of Rabbi to the mouth of Rab, but 
I did not understand the significan~ 
of their aayint.t ~ 

HoweTer the sources in the Talmud Yerusbalmi lead to the 

belief that R. J~hane.n did not actually learn f ron1 the mouth 

of Rabbi but from his pupils after him, R. Je.nnai, R. Hannina 

and R. Hoshaiah. For we do not flnd R. J~ expressing a 

stateJ111Bnt in the name of Rabbi directly except for the following 

saying: 

1. Pesahin 3 b 

2. Hullin 137 b 
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"R. Johanan said: Rabbi taught 
me well." 

l 

He h iD'IBelf rerrarked with subtlety that i t was only the 

alight i mpetus which contact with Rabbi gave him th.at started 

him on his life-long path of consecration to study. 

,,~ J Jlt : t.,,.tt l;i"-,J-1 f..,, p111• ·1 
2 

jJ'Nfl ~ ff /(~/c /t.}1"1 I~~ jJt:>j 
:;n·~ 171tf1f /"' ·n~ '>:A1?11C 

"R. Johanan and R" Simeon ben 
La.kish said: We merited in
struction only because we saw 
the toes of Rabbi r eaching out 
of his calceoli (Roman Sa.n<lt.ls)" 

The Rambam in bis introduction to his "j'~M) ; 1 includee 

R. Johanan among the pupil s of Rabbi but he esplains that R. 

Johenan was the youngest of them all who later became the 

pupil of R. Jannai. 

A.1.'ter his short appr6llticeship und6r Jude.b l Ha-Nasi, R. 

Joh.ab.en r eceived instruction f roJD the gr eat est- of the disciples 

of Rabbi , among whom were R. Hiyya 3 Abba Arika (Rab), 4 

1. Yer . Aboda Zara l · H. l 

~. Yer. Sanhedrin l H.l 
"R. Johanan went for a judgement 
before R. Hiyya and sat by one of 
his pupils. 

2. Yer . Besa V li. 2 

4. Berachoth 45 b 
"R. Johenan heard it f'rom Rab before 
be (Reb) rert f or Babylon." 
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and Abba bar Abba {Samuel's father). 1 

Al so numbered among his worthy instructors were R. Jannai2 

of 
the pupil R. Hiyya, and Hezekiah, the son of HiY'f&.•3 Both 

of these t owered above hi m in knowledge and .from them, he 

gleaned an insight into the code of J udah l. 

However greatest and most noted of all his instructors~ 

under whose tutelage he der i ved most of his teachings , was R. 

Hoshai ah, the pupi l of Bar Kappa ra lind R. Hiyya, who lat er 

founded an 8'6~emy at Caesarea arter his departure from Sepphoris . 

"R. Joha.nan said: R. Hoshaiah 
had twelve pupil s and for eight 
een years l remained with t hem. 
When we learned the Tor ah f rom 
R. Hoshaiah• we would sit four 

in a t ubt.i .. •• 

l. Yer. Pesahim V H. 2 
"R. Johanan sa id: Concerning 
this point did Abba bar Abba 
instruct me." 

2. Baba ~thra 154 b 
"R. Zeira said: lt R. Johan:an 
could oontradiot bis disciple 
R. El eazer, would he contr adict 
his master R. Jannail 

3. Toseptha Menahoth 23 b 
"While Hezekiah. his teacher still 
lived, R. Johan.an was not the head 
of t he Academy. 

4 , Erubin 53 a 
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:ben after R.Joh.anan had founded his .lcademy in Tiber ia.s 

and was recognized as one of the greatea t of his generat ion , 

he continued to visit R.Hosbaiah to inquire of him the means 

whereby he might readily resolve his doubt s for he estesmed 

his teacher highly. 

1 
1.J..~f.1 ()1 ..,~ £1 jJhl• ., P~? 'u/~ '') 

. f"'•1t1 l'i 0 1j't ';)P") ~''Ct.I~ ., fl/c 

"R. AI!D:ni said in the name of R . Johanan: 
Soncerning this problem I went to 
R .Hoehaiah at Oa.esarea arui lit ea1d 
to :ne-. '' 

R. Jobana.n was also taught by R. Ha.nina bar Rama who 

prided himself for having such an outstanding pupil . 

2 
-, '? -::;{"/) '?.,? f'11./IO~ ">I'> ~:Jh ' ?') 

f.·1c . "1'> jtJ.1'( f.1 ..,,,, . 1'"'110)'' 'I' /t ;> 

;o'),• '"""'' ., r-,, . "">u ~lfl ~ ~#r IC,.. ~.1. i)-:l? 'P"I~ Ot~/'I .),•?,. ct~ 
'liM lttJll/\., ?''"* '\NI' . ::\\ ·J"tWe'N "'li 

. f"lf~ •Jlt1 n f "l':J ·r 
"R. Hanina was suppor ted by a. li1.yya 
in Sepphoris , He saw people l"Ulllling. 
R . Hanina asked of him, ' Why are the 
people running?' He anSV7ered, 'R. 
Johanan is discoursing in the House 
of Study of R . Banns.la , and all the 
people are running to hear him.' R. 
Hanina remarked ,'Blessed be ~he 
£.11-0ompassionate One Who showed me 
the fruit of my labor while l am 
sti 11 alive." 

l. Yer . Halla 1 H. 4 ('N1ln9) 

2 . Yer . Horayoth 111 H. 4(71lna) 
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Also among the teachers of R. Johallan may be placed R. 

Ba.nnaia, R. Simeon Ben Jehoza.dek and R. Joshua ben Levi. Their 

sayings were handed do'l'7Il ch iefly by R. JohaIUUl and through him 

their deliverances ~ere preserved. For his teachers , R. Joha.nan 

di splayed only reverence and undying gratitude for thei r par t 

in molding bis character . He expressed onl y a great affection 

for them and in their presence , he walked humbly and modestly. 

l 
.J\· r1·0 ch,, ?ju jtf,.i:> 1eJ1c 

"We are as narr ow a s the eye of 
a needle- ( before our teachers )•" 

Having absorbed the teachings of his worthy maeters ~ R. 

Johanan on the advice of his t wo foremost teachers , R. Jannai 

and R. Hoshaiah , l eft Sepphoris and settled in Tiberias where 

he founded bis great Academy. We are told that due to the fact 

that R. Johanan coul d not suffer opposition to his vieVls, h e 

was for ced to leave the place of his birth to seek his intell ec-

tual pursuits in Tiberias. His differences seem to have emanat ed 

f r om his r elat ionship \71 th R . Hanina a.nd since one refused to 

accept t he opinion of the other, a strained feeliut; ar ose. 

l . ~bin 53 a 

1· ·>1~!~ JJt\I' 
• f /U\~'IC ;)N 

2. Yer . Shebiith II B. 1 

2 
' ') O)'~ }\•t\J 

illtt . '>''>1G~ 
.It J·· ~ 1· ~., 
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"R. Jobanan went down from Sepphor is 
to Tiberias. Re eaid, 'Why bave you 
brough t me this judge(his decision) '. 
{He is alveya contre.ry to my opinions) ." 

However a doubt is raised by the scholars. Would R. Johan&n , 

lmown f or his modesty before bis teachers dispute With R . Hanina, 

his master? We find still another source of his quarrel With 

R . Hanina. 

l 
1t0>0 /oC\ ·r /•A 'J'6c: -;w ph•' ., .,,,tt 

.">t. #tl\:ll ")tfc /tJl<t -W/t KIDI ' ')f. #rJlt~ 

''R. Johanan said: Whp have you 
brought me thl s old man fo r when 
I allow, he fo rbids and when I 
fo rbid , he allows." 

It is quite svr prising that R. Johana.n libluld refer to hi s 

teacher as " That old Man", and differ so radically f r om him in 

his views. However we ~ a ssume that they who interpre t the 

thought to refer to R.Hanina , the teacher of R. Johan.an erred. 

In reality , the reference is to R. Hanina bar Sisi who was a 

judge in Sepphoris and who disregarded the authori ty of R. Joha.na.n 

forcing him to take up his pla ce of instruction elsewhere, a s 

was mentioned above . 

'l'he brilliance of R. Johanans intellec tual li ~ht radiated 

into the far-reaohea of Palesti.n~ and Babylon and slowly but 

surely a ll the sages of that generation gathered unto him and 

I. Yer . Besa I H. I 
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after the death of h is t eachers, all t he disciples of R. Han1na 

oame to acquire lmowledge b'om t he erudition of R. Jobe.nan . 

The disciples o r R. J oha.nan were many for he was considered 

the greatest of his generation. 'rhe lead.er and foremost scholar 

1n his great A.cadem.v at Tiberia s was his close friend and brother-

in- law , R. Simeon ben Lak1sh . He esteemed him so highly that he 

placed R. Simon ben Lakish as an equal i n knowledge of the Torah. 

l 
. •f1 pJ'ih 'ifJ">fl QC'<lt' W' 

" What can I do Vlhen one who 
i s corresponding to me (of 
equal standing) differs from me.11 

R. Johanan ' s love of Resh Lakish , and his worth to him 

was so great tbat he saved Resh Lakish from dire punishment 

at the hands of the Nazi . 

2 
I.ft• J•'i" /rGlit jc•CJ ')Nit t.']) c.., 
Mt.• t.l1 Jc·~J • ., 111t. .-.ft. r" 1"'?'? 

&c.~r ;n• 1••1n ctTJ t')f o•~./l'N/ /J.J'r 
1rq r11 .1i·1r JJhl• ., ~ r. '>hNf . 1rh~111 
"ii,J J( ~l<' . ~1 111 Ji•;>f /' 'U ,. , 1:..r.1 

·, ~' ·1t 1t}· .,1n i\'" .Jr.,,,. ·~ Jd 
''" ~r r·~ .J•t>taC lt°U?I \"It' . O>' l ' 1t11lia 

• Jc/' e.•jlf t•• 
"Resh Lakish erpmmded 9 'A Nas i who 
transgresses i s flagellated by a 
Beth Din of three . R. Judah II Ha
Nasi heard of it and became angry 
V1i th him. He sent a band of soldiers 
to seize him. They sought to seize 
him. He fled to a tower. On the 
morr ow, R . Johanan went up to the 
house of Assembly where R. Jud.sh II 
Ra.- Nasi had gone. R .Judah II said 

1. Ketuboth 54 b 

2. Yer . Sanhedrin 11(19 d) B. l 
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to him. ".vhy does not my Master 
expound fo r u s a wor d of the Torahi ' 
3 . J ohanan mde the mo t ion of olap
ping vii.th one hand . He asked. , 'Do 
people clap with one hand? ' R. J o
hanan replied . ' No, and when Resh 
Lakish is missing• one can no t (Resh 
Lakish is the other hand ) . " 

Resh Lakish i n turn l oved his master well and would no t 

a~pear before R. Joha.nan unless he had absorbed hie studies 

comple t ely fo r a. Jobanan was a hard task-master. Because of 

his diligence Resh Lakish was designated as t he first leader 

in the college of R. Joha.nan. 

l 
/ 'J1' '.J ~ ';>;h•J}i11 ")';fOJt ;>19> '-'?~ t.'., 
•t11pr l" Tl 9>?1.h :,J))Je.. Pl' "' ~fJ:1 

.jJA1• ·~.., ~ 

"Re sh Laki sh used to arrange hie 
studies forty times corresponding 
to t he fo rty days duri:::ig which the 
Torah was given to Israel before 
he appeared be fo re R. Johan.an. ': 

Second t o nesh Lakish and most notewor thy di sc iple of 

R. Johana.n was R. neazer ben Peclath 'llho aoted a s the sub-

stitute of the latter for three years and a half in the 

principalship of t he school in Tiberia e. Whe~ R. Eleazer ben 

Pedath came t o Palestine, he was the disciple of R. Ha.nina 

and lat er he also served R. Hoshaiah. However after the death 

of his teachers, he sat before R. Johana.n and was recognized 

as one of his brightest t raditlonarles. 

1. Taanith Sa 

2 . Yoma 5:3li 

r\·1 ' 'J~ .,.~"· 1tf 1??11 ., ( QJi> ~11rf 
'? 1~ Jc>) ';, . f\rvi 1:.1~ 1~JN JcfJr 

1JN' ? H ;'l'.JV'J , c~·N ':)10 ·p 'l6f~lr ,, .. , ''r tt.f :,,;, .,,.r ... , .,, "'~ ~.:> 
"i)t>) hi . i>;J~ ... ., •f>"l4 ";)f;)~ ~ '( ';l')'ol':fft 
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~'llh/S fs1tp Cl\!;\ ''tJof ~··1 •y,. 
. "'J'f'I ·0~·111 ~ 'C 

"A disciple when leaving hie 
Master should not turn his face 
and go but should Ak turn hie 
face to the side and leave. So 
R. Elea&er. when he used to part 
f r om R. Johanan. When R. Johe.nan 
desired to leave fir st, he bent 
himself in his place t ill R. 
Johanan was out of his sight. 
When R. El ea&er was to leaTe fi r st. 
he walked backwa.rds unt il he could 
see him no longer." 

R. Johanan esteemed R. Eleaeer ban Pedath highly and mar-

veled at his depth of thought and er udition. 

? t i'(. .A~a J? ~·k., r-'lt iJllC 

.~"ll? ~'i\ ' 9H M.H:> (."\I~ I 

"R. Johe.nan reme.rh ci to llesh 
Le.kieh , 'I observed that the 
son of Pedath was sitting and 
me.ld.ng expositions as Moses in 
the name of the Almighty. '" 

l 

As observed abo ve , many of the pupils of R. Banina and 

R. Hoshaiah le~ after the death of their Masters and went to 

Tiberias to receive instr uction fro111 the mouth of R. Johan.an. 

Among them may be listed R. Ammi ben Nathan, R • .A.si, R. Biyya I I 

bar Abba, R. Simeon bar Abba and R. liiyya bar J oseph. These 

and ma4JY mor e luminaries served before R. Johe.nan and were hia 

traditionaries. 

However a ost important was t.aa f act that Rabbi Judah II. 

the Nasi , the son of R. Gamaliel I l l, and grandson of Rabbi 

was nmnbered among the pupils of R. Johe.nan. Each found it to 

his advantage to C11rry the favor of the ot~er. R. Judah II 

l . Yebamoth 72 b 



not being very learned sought for the protection of h.ia office 

and his own welfare from R. Joh~a.n, the l eader of the Academy 

at Tiberias , the home of Patr iarchate. He realized that the 

strength of the office or Nasi would be enhanced through his 

connection wit h the Master of the principal Academy. He sought 

in every way to seal his position by acquiring the heart and 

f r iendship of R. Johanan. Sinoe he understood that R. Johanan 

was a man of uneven temper when something concerned his own 

personal prestige, R. Judah 11 was cautious lest ne offend hia 

sponsor and so he bestowed on hia excessive honor. In every 

way, he aided R. Johanan and even supported him by Eiving him 

his livelihood from the House of the Patriarchate. 

l 
ltl J,y ''IHI~ J ~ .fJl;l' ~t1' 'ft" 

'J ~I ' ,...,, tr.\1 'i\ '"~ 1 'hit jr(Nt:> 
.1U?e1 ff-.,=» l<Iit ~tc·~J ''?~ 

"What means , ' He would utterly 
be eon~mned? ' Ulla said: Not 
like Sinieon the br other of Azariah 
aor like R. J ohanan of the ' Prince ' s 
house" but like Hillel and Shebna 
(who studied in t he dir est poverty). 
(Simeon studied while supported 
by his brother and R. Johanan 
was subsidized by R. Judah I I, 
the Pr ince. Each ther efore for-
fei ted some of the merit which 
accl!Ued from his study) . " 

Through the power of his office of Nasi, Judah II would 

force t he peop l e to accept the teachings and decisions of R. 

Johanan. Al l those who refused to hearken wer e punished by 

the officers of the Patriarch. 

1. Sotah 21 a 
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1 
'?l':t '!;\'If~ 1\'\Hk f .Jh' ' .., ~Jlt 
. ..vp1t1 ~? ")'.\C >1Jc'tJ ~1r>l' 

"R. Johe.nan went and t old about 
her to R. Judah, the Nasi, who 
sent ~ constable and forced her 
to l eave her (second) husband." 

lfithout doubt, this aided the personal prestige of R. 

Johan.an for thus were his reli1ious decrees ma.de as law and 

no oue cou ld be refractory to his ~ord. He stood out therefore 

as t he guiding spt titual and religious luminary of his times 

to whom al~ both the scholars e.nd the laymen, sounded their 

love and reverence . 

Through the 111erit of personal activity in his striving 

to adorn and exalt the Torah, R. Johanan continued to rise in 

the world of scholarship. His fame for the methodical analysis 

of the basic Hal~ahe brought him more and more followers to 

r eceive instructions and carry down his teachings. As many 

scores of his disciples accepted and t aught his decisions , his 

name spread far and •.Yide and was on the lips of scholars more 

than that of any other teacher. R. Joha.nan did not confine 

his labors only to the actual vicini ty of t he college, but 

he visited and lectured at other places until he stamped himself 

upon the hearts and minds of both the intellectual and social 

worlds. 

1 . Nidda 52 a 



l 
i NJ<' fo1• lf' fh~' ?1 Ir .Ale '.:> 

19t•J:> jJN' '1'1 ~·"f ~1q lt"i?ll 
.p?e.? )11•;')f flit. -:> .. » /'? prN~ 

"iYhen R. Isa ac b. Joseph c8JD8 he 
related: Such a case was once 
submitted to R. Jobanan in the 
Synagogue of Uaon (ftll Y.a ' un, 
West of Tiberias) on the Day 

Of Atonement ;rhioh fell on a 
Sabbath.• 

I 1N' '?1 ';\'">l"ol '"'Ir -i f' ?('• 'P"' 'WCI'- 2 
r -1~··.1? 

"R. Jacob the son of ldi sa.id : 
' R. Johanan gave us a decision in 

Zaiden." 

In the Diaspor a., where his teachings were carried by 

his disciples , his authority was almost as gr eat as in his 

native land, alld ~ew comtemporary scholars in babyloni~ op-

posed him. 

'?1 ·~ ~1t1fc r1rr-flfk ic1oh ,., ilftc 
3 

. !( ftJJt' ! ;f ~.,.. JJhl ' 

"R. Hisda aaidJ 'Even if R. Johanan 
tol d me that himse l f I would not have 
listened to him. " 

R. Johe.nan was honor ed in the eyes of the Bab1lonia.n's 

and al l ::Us words were there considered as law, a tribute to 

his scholarly attainments . 

4 
'il~ jC'? "'I;) 1PJ1/'f q 'I I ;;:)' i'"I 'I"~ 

itpt:i>~ 1.-'M Ji•;, 'W'j' •11 t v?.., 
/t) nf/c /t}llr roi) ">• t;"lhl4 

. 1 10Jc1 }Jhl' ,..,~ >J'~IJ It ?I~ I' H 

"At the house of R. Je nuds.h , cabbage 
was pr epared, and in Rabbah ' s house 

pumpkins were cleaned. Later on 
Rabbs.h noticed thatthis was being 
done even before the afternoon 
prayer so he told them that a mes
sage was received f r om R. Johanan of 

' ·· Yebamoth 64 6 
2. Ketuboth 7 a 

3. Beraohoth 24 b 
4. Sabbath 116 a 



Palestine the.tthi s was pr ohibited." 

As for R. Johanan him.self, he honor~d the sages of 

Babylonia and though with evident exaggeration, he many times 

attr ibuted to them the development of the Tor ah . 

l 
• /ti'> ,,~.? ~~ ,,J .? jJht' ,., -1 

"R. Johanan sa id: "Rhat (the know
l edge of the law) I had believed 
t o be yours (the Palestinian sohola.rs) 
was in f act their s (the Babylonians) ." 

He wven was anger ed at those of his pupi l s who t ook lightly 

the teachings of the Babylonians and repr imanded them quite 

harshly. 

2 
~Mf 'olt ' pi I tr?lc "'l? jc•ft ' ?"I ?'Ji' 
f,J tON jc ~I j.J hi' '?"I ?'j'I ~Jt\I' •7.,:i 

~" ;J;#I '"' "if /C tit "') 7' ft." '9"1 f tt 
'J? f J'JC'- · ~r ? f 'J' 'l:fl/ ???<?. /\-:JI 
i;f ,11~ . ,JN' '?I ('>)? ii )\ ' le . ~'l lll 
":)H,/lf ru/I~ , p .l} :J.-,14fc ( :> It~ '(\"I~ 
w:i';) rr ·m? 11c lj -r~) ;1c ii•"tt 
f tt l J'"'!llJ'fl: ?~ ;)""'110/c It''>(. (_)1•1111.> 

I . J>l"'IH/tj. 1it. 11cf 

"R. Hiyya b. Abba. and R. Assi 
were onoe sitting before H. 
Joh&nan, while R. Johanan took 
a. nap . R. Hiyya Q Abba asked 
R. Assi,'Why ar e the disciples 
of Babyl on so well dr essed?' 
' Because,' said R. Asai , ' they 
are not so well versed in t he 
Tor ah as are the Pal estinian 
scholars (and are therefore we ll 
dr essed to command r espect . ) • 

l .Baba. Kamma 117 b 

2. Sabbath 145 b 
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At that :moment. R. Johanan aroke 
and said to them; ' youngsters!' 
Have I not warned you (to keep 
in mind the passage (Prover"8 
7:4) •Say unto wisddm, thou art 
my sister' . which means if a 
thing is as certain to thee as 
the fact that thou canst not 
me.r17 thine own sister, then say 
it. otherwise thou shalt not say 
it." -

HoweTer, a. Johanan recognized no f oreign authority except 

that of Rab (Abba Arika) in ) abylonia, his senior colleague 

wider Judah I. With Rab. R. Johan.an kept up a correspondence 

and addressed him as ~Our master in Babylonia: 

"When R. Issi bar Rini came U{> 
(to the Academy) . (R. Johanan) 
asked him. 'Who is the head of 

the coll ege 1n Babylonia." He 
answered ' Abba Ar~a.' R. Johanan 
said to him, ' You call him Abba 
Arika?' {And you do not refer to 
him as 'our master ', as it is fitting 
to Rab's dignity): 

However after Rab's death , he did not give his successor, 

Samuel, much respect nor did he heed his authority in legal 

decisions . R. Johanan condescendingly addressed Samuel as 

"our colleague in Babylonia. " Samuel in order to win t he res-

pect of R. Johanan sent him a complete calendar covering the 

i nter calatio:1s for a period of sixty years for he thought that 

R. Johanan would realize the worth of such a personnage as he 

i n ~abylon. But Samuel was sor ely disappointed for U. Jobanan 

l. Hullin 137 b 
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merely admitted t hat Samuel was a good mathematician. However 

when Samuel t r ansmitted to him a ma.ss of questions on the dietary 

laws , Johanan hi<nself erudite in that fie l d. seeing the depth 

of Samuel 's knowledge realized hi s error and exclaimed. ' I still 

have a naster in Babyl onia." He even re l olved to pay Samuel 

a visit but in the meantime, S8lDUel passed away. 

l 
1]?1 r~rr \J"' •n -:;yf ?.A:> q" ! .," 
In'~ f'~J~ ?).~ -ir;, ":\'t..<>J hJ ' :> Jf);t. 
• It Jk ::\ ? "\ ~ I 1' ,. ' ~ 'l-l' 1tf ') l()t .\?i't. 
')ICjt . 'JC. 1~·t~ It'll?'" ';'i'f '\~t. ?.ll~ 
;-if ... ~t. ?.).:> . ~· »11('6? l~J~h Jc)lt i> 
1f ) 'IC 111fc . /tJ\ d"'l6 '{ C}o •/;I; "lof .Ji 
''r IJ' f he . "'i"H 'IC fs•1t r,.?... ?"> 
JN r~l#ltl• qf ' }lilt . ? ' jHO~ f ro-. 

. r10H~ ~·e&J hJ 1t•t. 

"R. Johe.nan in writing to Rab. 
addres sed him as , ~Our master i n 
Babylon.' When K"ab died, he 
wrote t o laDael, address i ng him 
as ' our colllague in Babylon.• 
He sa id, ' He does not know that 
I am a master. ' He wrote and sent 
him the calendar intercalation.a 
for sixty yeara. He said, ' Now 
I see only that he under stands 
astronomical calculations . ' He 
wrote and sent him thirteen camel 
loads of questionable cases of 
t' r efah. He 3a id, 'There is 
a Master in Babylon1 I shall 
go and see him.• He said to a 
child, 'tell me thy verse. 1 He 
said t o him, 'Samuel died.' ~bus 
i t seems that Md. Samuel pa sset 
awari 

After the death of Samuel , R. Jobanan was •ithout question 

or disput e of the scholars , the one and foremost leader of hia 

generation in Palestine as well as Babylonia and the Diaspora. 

1. S ulUn.. 'S6 b. 
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rr IC'J" {~i'C)~ 
?">I' ·t l'"4L 

1 
')? lt1lt ,..., \ ) ~-1~ 
•it. ,r 1c).r ./IH ic.~ 
·IJh I' ''ll fit.I~( I 

"Rab i'.dda bar Ahaba ( at Sura) 
was asked ' 't'lhence have yoi; this? ' 
1 1 heard it from three eminent 
Scholars of t he Scriptures, Rab, 
Samuel and R. Johanan.' (Rashi : 
They are so eminent that t hey 
may be r elied upon as upon the 
Scriptures. )" 

Even in Pumbeditha, di d the Sages list en to his religious 

decrees and accepted his r ulings even in place of their own 

fo r R. Johe.nan was too gr eat a personnage with which to contend. 

2 
\'It It)\' ~ ~Nld1 • ~'"lh '"lN fc 
r"I ~hft . f ... tcr ~j1h? .,f ... , 
#'lft. · ljtiJ' '1~ l)'Nrf 'l~I';)' 
'l/c~ I ~ ? Jcl ~r io Pl.J\O ;y f 
p 'Jll 't. l';)')\11•; f6 ~"):>qi 
t\ \ 11 \•\c ')Mlle<\ r:>I ~~·j~ 
I 'J 1\ .... ltf r ... ~r 0)11t't? 

.~ :> j I 

1. Aboda Zara 40 a 

2. Kiddushin 39 a 
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"t he Keen scholars of ~umbeditha 
said: Ther e is no orle..h in the 
Dtaspora. When Rab Judah sent 
(this r uling) to R. Johan.an, he 
sent back: Conceal (the law of ) 
doubtful (or lah) destr oy certain 
(orla.~) and pr oclaim that these 
fruits must be hidden and whoeveT 
maintains that there is no orlah 
in the Diaspora, wil l have no 
offspr ing or posterity." 

R. Johana.n ' s character was marked by a pr ofound mor a l ity 

as evidenced by hi s m.edane affairs . His treatment c;f the 

despi eed pagans and t he Samaritlµla portrays a benevolent and 

enlightened perso:iality.l His servant was a llowisd to partake 

of that which the master, R. J ohanan, feasted so was hi s liber-

ality and munificence apparent . 

'"1j'l ,...., ta¥ f ?~'I ,,.h '.J\t .. 

. 1~ t Y 'Jel't I' '?? left> ll't~Jlc. 

2 

"He dr ank wine and gave to his 
ser vant and procl aimed, ' Did not 
lif Maker create him i.!l the womb. '" 

With all his sl\.ining virtues , R. Johanan became in his 

ol d age afflicted with a spirit of arr9gance that led to 

his undoin&• R. Johanan was by nature a :nan of uneven temper 

but the passing of yea.rs bDought him a haughtiness whi ch caused 

l . See Par•• ~7 1 , 8 

2. Yer . Baba Kamma 6 H b 
"" 



him t o a lUnat e several of his colleagues. He 'vas able to 

bear the woes and oppressions with which life a£flicted him 

but opposition to his views, he would notsuffer . The f.,llowing 

source , though legendary gives us an insight into this weak-

ness. 

"Rabbi Johanan gave an exposition: 
The Hol y One, blessed be He , will 
in time to come bring precious 
stones and pearls which are 30 
(cubits) by 30 and will cut out 
from them {o#enings) ten ~cubits) 
by 20, e.nd will set t hem up in 
the gat es of Jerusalem. A cer
tain studentsneered at him: 
'(Jewels) of the size of a dove 's 
egg are not to be found; are (jew
els) of such a size to be f ound?' 
After a time, his ship sailed 
out to sea {where) he saw minist
ering angels engaged in cutting 
pr ecious stones and pear ls which 
were thirty {cubits) by thi~ty. 
He said unto them: 1 For whom are 

1. Baba Eath.,.a 75 a 
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t hese?' They repl i ed that the 
Hol y Ones blessed be He, would 
in t ime to come set t hem np in 
the gates of J erusalem. (When) 
he came (again) before R. Johane.n 
he said unto him: 1 Expound, O 
my master, it is becoming to you 
to expound, as you said, so have 
I seen.' He replied unto him, 
' Raoa, had you cot seen would 
you not have oelieved? You are 
sneering at the words of the Sages l 
He set his eyes on him and (the 
student) turned into a heap or 
bo:ies . " 

R. Eleazar ben Pedath , who many times was extolled by his 

teacher for hie wisdom, in turn felt the onue of shame heaped 

upon him by ~he arrogance of R. Johan.an. For at times R. Eleazar 

taught to his students laws in his own name without attributing 

them to R. Johanan. 

Y""'- he -.~·tft ,.., \'1 }··.., o·p~/ 
.O"J'NetJ I~ JnJil< Jt~1 lrfl~J "'\?~ •014 

"ilhen Resh Lakish was a.n&ered 
at R. Eleazar , he said to him, 
'You have heard something f r om 
the smith's son and you did not 
tell it to us ln his name." 

R. Johanan, therefore , h~liated his pupil R. Eleazar 

by uisputing the authoritativeness of his deci s ions. R. Eleazar, 

ashamed, feared t o face his teacher and hid frou. his sight. 

<>p1· ·-i h r'tl}\o'fl :)1q ptw ' il"I 
2 

-;if 1~f\ 1~\-fi~ '1 ';)'';)I "flt "'IP 

':}.-,)\ lt';l 'lMlc . •onp j.i -iH6·,i1 

ltf~ /t~/\ 1 ? ~·'?'( ··f-;.7 j•-:t :\ \{ ·,. 
:11(11 ti~Yl-t. -i11lc It\~ It''" ·,.1\v• f1tt 

1 . Ketuboth 25 b 

2. Yer . Bertchoth 11(4 b ) H.1 
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"R. Johenan was suprorted by R. 
Jacob b . Idi and when R. ~leaza.r 
saw them, he hid from befor e them. 
Re snid : Two things this Baby
lonian did to me; one is that he 
did not ask my peace, and the 
other is that he said a law with• 
out attributing i t to my name." 

Rab Kahailll, a pupil of Rab1 who was sent by his 111&ster 

in Babylon tc sit in the circle of R. Johan.an, a lso ca.me to 

grief because he was unfortunate enough to content with R. 

Johanan and raise his i re, though unwittingly. For Rab 

Kahana raised many questions of an exposition delivered by 

R. Johanan. ~ . Johanen thinking that Rab Kahana had lllBrely 

posed t he pr oblems as a slight to hts eruditi on , became angry 

with him and shamed him. 

;\1 ~1'\10)t. ";\''"~~ lt~h fJhl' 

::,jy~ ~ff\ . ~· ? rh"f r•hlt 
. ~·c.~J 

' ')") 

"\?& 

hJI 

l 

"R. Johanan saw t hat Rab Kahana 1 s 
lips were par ted e.nd thoug,ht 
that he was laughing at him. He 
felt aggrieved and in consequence 
the soul of R. Kahana went to rest." 

Even Resh Lakish, the brother-in-law and close f riend of 

R.. Joha.nan about whom R. Johanan glorified biJnself fo r bringiilg 

hi• back under the wings of the Divine Presence, felt the lash 

of his haughtiness and qui ck t emper. He could not bear any op-

position to his views and whenever Resh L..kieh disputed with him, 

R. Johanan woul o slyly i nsult him. Re bore a g.r udge against 

Resh Laki.sh which led to the death of his f r iend and his own 

l. Saba Kamma 117 a 



misfortune . One day as they were discussing a point of law1 

R. Johann.n in a fit of anger wounded the pr ide of Resh Le.kisb 

by reminding him of the sins of his youth. iutuu e& ~s 

~· Because of his derogatcry relllBrks 1 Resh Lakish was ag-

grieved and finally sick at heart , he died. 

\''tul J•=-o~I t"o() It~'\ ' ';> {.~ .. II:\ ~h ~,.,.1 
j•f j'ltl ~lt'l<H \ ' jj' \t1t1 ~· lt"' h"l"l ;)I 
'\tlf '.AJl'~1'1 P' =>lt.\H "\Nf .. AY'H ! ~ !CHIC, 

'et\ t"I . ~?:>? f>a,..1·~ , ,.It j.J\11' ·n ~~)It("' 
~· q'.)\r , of? 111eGof f-tc. ~'If? jh~ t11 ' (.'4 .,,., 
. •f f ")':'I '?1 fJ.~ ? •f ,t\J;) )C itllf C)'r 'l t4lc 

l7"1""~) f .)IJ~lll ";'){ ~It . •f ,.,? ' n lc.>O\ 

r ,Jl1· 'C''\1 ':>'./If~ e.~h . ~J·~ •aJ:> ~ll}' 
~n,.,c ll' >'> ,,~ " '.Al\lt ·1r .A1~ . q__•rf e:"' t.~I\ 
'f'/'llJ.' >l?i'( • !;)\ 'lMlt . 'JP f' ;.o °' <!.."' ">'{ 

») "'lH)( . •)IJ'4~1t (•x..?> nt.~ , Whlc 'Jlt 
\ •l ti t. · 1~ -=>'~ilJ f\J . 1h,,.J\ •h ~·~1 JHflc • 

~ '))\;. jJhl' '?") 'J't6 31t ,, f -;,1q1 <?..'fr r~ 
:i•J-c~ f ..... ,. .A· f \·d j1< ~ }J?" ,..,,.It . 1~''' 
~·)l).t.,~ j·<~t'o4~ .A~~ 1~ )~t~lt ' ?" (°fJ 
~ltl·, ;\ './\t~r t •P))• iar ~;i)t , .-;-,'1'f ?'),' fJIC 

,,., .. ;\ ,~, • ~,. jl r' ';) 'Jj(N ~~· r~ir \t i' 
Jt P ')r.')1 It elf "lf) )ltt It;)'>, j< e.•1 f "l? J\tt. 
;i·f1 '"~' pn 1¥? . ~·.An ~ e.~ 111 n13 

.'1'e~J hJI 

"Now one day there was a dispute 
in the schoolhouse (with respect 

to the following) a sword, a knife. 
dagger. spear, hand- saw and scythe
at what stage (of their manufacture) 
can they become unclean? When 
t heir manufacture is finished. 
And when is their manufacture 

l. Baba Mesia 84 a 
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finished? R. Johans.n ruled: 
When they are tempered in a fur
nace . Resh L&k:ish ma.intaL'led: 
When they have been furbished With 
water. Said he to him, •a robber 
understands his trade . • Said he 
to him, •And wherewith have you 
benefited me: there {as a rob•ber~ 
I was cal led llaster and here I 
a.m called 1-e.ster (Hebrew "Rabbi" 
is equally applicable to a captain 
of a i:ang and a l:aster-Rashi) 
'By bringing you under the wings 
of the Sheohinah, ' he retorted. 
R. Johanen therefore felt him-
self deeply hurt {by the remark 
of Resh Lald.sh that he had not 
benefited him) (as a result of 
which) Resh Laki sh fell ill. 
His (R. Johanan ' s sister) the 
wife of Resh Lakish ca.me e.nd 
wept before him; ' For give him 
for the sake of my son• . she plead
ed. He replied, '(Leave thy f ather
less children, I will preserve 
them alive (Jer. 49: 11) 1 ' For 
the sake of my widowhood t heml ' 
And let thy widows trust in 1.0e, ' 
he assured her. Resh lalciah died 
and R. Joh6llan was plunged in 
deep crief. Said the Rabbis,'Who 
shall go to ease his mind? ' Let 
R. Eleazar b ~edath go, who dis
quisitions are very subtle. ' So 
he went and sat before, but he 
did not ease his mind. Thus R. 
Joha.nan went on rending his garJD8nts 
and weeping , 'ilhere are you, 0 
son of Lakisha, where are you, 
0 son of Lakisha; and he cried 
thus until his mind w~s turned. 
Thereuponthe Rabbis prayed for 
him, and he (R.Johanan) died. 

A t lDall error seems to have cr ept into the above souroe. 

It is told that R. Johanan1 s sister came to beg of him forgiveness 

so that her hus band Resh Laki sh might live. Since R. Johanen 

was almost a hundred peaas old when he died, it see~ improbable 

that his sister, who was older than he , would come with a nursing 

child to beg compassion for the sake of her orphans. ttithout 



doubt in Baba Lesia , it shoulci. have said .. #1''.h_,.~· his {Resh Lakisl_\' s) 

yrife instead of ·.:11 11~' his (R.Jobanan 's ) sitter fo r R. Johanan(s 

sister had already died and Resh I.e.kish married another who bore 

him children. Thus when Hesh Lakish died .. he could have left 

small sons fro~ his second wife. 

As has been sh9wn, the grief over the loss of his boon 

companion, left R. Johana.n, a broken man, end fo r three and a halt 

ji&fla he could not attend to the duties of his college. 

/~ 1c·n11 N?f JJ,J '"(i,I Ue ~ 1 

· If~ .1 "-,as 
"R. Johanan did not attend his 
colle~e for three and a half 
years ,tiecauEt or sorrow. 

Although, it seems that he final ly r ecoYer ed his health 

and resumed his l abor s in the college, it was bb• in the waning 

days of his life. 

The last years of his life were as unfor tunate as nis early 

life . Bereft of parents at birth, in his later years he was 

depr i ved of his tens:>ns . Although his wife bore him ten sons. 

he was not cons i deeed me.ritorious enough to see them grcmn to 

manhood. He however preserved a bone , (probably a tooth) of 

the l ast son to show to people who had suffered bereavement • or 

the purpose of inducing them to evidence the same spirit of 

resignat ion as himself. 

2 
!Jhl ' ~ W?ff r"6 . cfn ·w1·I1c 
1~~·f1c: '? ':>~ Jt( >'11-;i-:i ~"~I"\ 
'J? fl(N 'IC )\':J'? ft./' '/CHIC f"tc 

. ""I'? O\lt-"'\'C.'1~ itW>t /'1 
"R. Eleazar was ill and R. Johanan 

went in to visit him. He noticed 
that R. Eleazar was weeping. He 
said to him 'Why do you weep? Is 

i. Yer. Megilla I H.1l{Yilna) 

2. Beracboth 5 b 



it because of /py) cni~dlessness • • 
This is t he bone of my tenth aon. •" 

Howeve r R. Johanan was blessed with daughters who he at-

tempted to lllfr.rry off with noted sages in order to be granted 

descendants who would be learned in the Torah and a glory to 

his name. 

,.,, ":l'J'N ' 'Nfl.'1# lt1 ~1;-i ' "1'¥'.S l 
'' NI' . 1.)\"\? ~·oJ >\'f "\NII: :o\I\'\~ P"'' 
~ }"'ltlf l'N \th""lllt? 'f 'j(j' 11>1 ':jl'\ 

">\'~)\?It \.lh1· '"l~ W'?:>"'l\C. lt'H~ 
'>nl :> j.t.•·111C ~'/t . ;'\'r l'fl~N ~j'1 

,'i\"lt :> ~r 1·)\J? 

"Ze 1 tri was .-.a.ding R. J obanan,. 
who was urging him, ' Marry iny
daughter. ' (Ze 'iri being a Baby
lonian whilst R. Joha.nan was 
only a Palestinian, he did not 
wish to marry his daughter, since 
the former are of µur er birth) 
One day they were travelling on 
a road when t hey came to a pool 
of water. Ther eupon he placed 
R. Johe.nan on his shoulder and 
carried hi~ across . Said he to 
him: ' Our lear~ing is fit but 
our daughters are not?'" 

Thus did R. Johanan live, the long and full life ef a great 

sage . Born in 178 G. E., nurtured without the advantage of 

parental care , he met the vicissitudes of life armed with love 

and knowlede;e of Torah. r/i thout the means of a 11 ve lihood,. 

he dispensed with all worldly cares to assume the roeager existence 

of a student of the Law. Striving for wisdom, he sought out 

t he gr eatest scnol ars of n is time t o s i t ami dst t he dust of 

the i r feet , so 1ili£t he mi ht be nour ished by their t eachin&s • 

1. Kiddush in 71 b 



~lowly but securely, he ascended to scholarly heights , 

unt i.l at fifty he was recognized as dean of the colle ge of 

'riberias. fils shining light perve.dcd Palestine and the Diaspor a, 

and to him fl ocked the sages of his generat ion. Finally, bere~ 

of sons to bear his name and per petuate his heritabe , he died 

a sick, broken old man, bemoaning his friend and colleague, 

R. Simeon ben Lakish whose ~ea.th he he.d unwittingl y caused. 

He was succeeded by his di sciple R. El eazar ben Peda~h as head 

of the Academy at Tiberia~. 

Tne date of n. Johe.nan ' s dee.th is but a conjecture . However 

we may accept the correctness of Sherira 1 s communication that 

R. Johanan died in the year 591 l el- 279 C.E. According to 

Sherira, he pr esided over the college eighty years . On account 

of the word "melek", this number can not r efer to the duration 

of his life but must actually refer to 1HM his years at the coll-age . 

Yet on the other hand , his activit y at Tiberias oould not have 

covered over fifty t o sixty years since he was almost f ifty years 

of a "e when he went to Tiberias as head of the dollege. However, 

we may assume that the statement that he presiced over the college 

eighty years included the time he taught at Sepphoris . Thus 

the date 279 C.E. being approximately correct woul>d make R. Johanan, 

~bout 101 year s of age at the ti.me of his death. 

Ha.levy has endeavored to show that R. Johenan who certainly 

must have reached an o l~ age was born between 175 and 180 C. E. 

and died about 290. l However anothe r source places R. Johanan ' s 

death appr ox imately three and one half years after Resh Lakish's death 

which points t o the correctness of the date 279 C. &. 

1. ~egilla I B 11 (if1 l na) 
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Ae a lasting tribute to the genius of R. Johana.n, Abraham I"bn 

Daud in his Sepher ha- kabbala 8.Ild llaimonides in his Intr oduction to 

his Commentary on the Yishn&h, ascribe to him the composition of the 

!almtld Yeruabalmi. However this view seems untenable fo r although he 

was its projector, the one who laid the foundations for the work whitil 

was continued by succeeding generations, it appears erroneous to credit 

him with its entire composition. For as a matter of faet, almost a 

century SJ:d a half elapsed after the death of R. Johanan (279 c .~. ) 

before this Talmud received its present form , and it \7a.S approximated 

to this form , tovard the end of the fourth century, by Jonah and Jose II, 

the two directors of the Academy of Tiberias. We also meet with sayings 

and diacussion by two othmr scholars, Mani II bar Jonah , master of a 

school in Sepphoris and Jose bar A.bin who are of e. still latei- date . 

Thus one can not logically assume the complete composition of the 

Talmud Yerushalmi by R. Joh.a.nan. 

However what prompted two such great scholars as llaimonides and 

lbn Daud to make ""18.t seems to be an erroneous conclusion? We nay give 

ai1swer to this question in one of two po ssible explanations. Frankel 

in his •11fti'l'\"1?H f r ames a cogent argument for the attribution to R. 

Johanan of this most signal honor. He inter prets the thought of the 

Rambam and Ibn Daud to re fer to R. J ohanan's Academy at T1berias 

rather than R. Johanan himself. From the time of R. Joha.r.ici.n till the 

completion of the Talmud Yerushalmi, the seat of learning was at 

Tiberias , the school of R. Johansn. The very fact that many SEi.yings 

are attributed to R. Johanan in the Talmud :Ba.bli, yet mentioned 
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l 
anonymously in the Yerusbalmi , points to the faot that the Ba.bli 

i tself referred to the Academy of Tiberias ae R. Joha.nan.'s . Thus 

the statement that R. Johan.an composed the Yerushalmi actually 

r eferred. to the fact that it was redacted at the Academy of Tib-

erias vthich bor e R. Johanan's name. 

However a more logical explanation can be adduced if we com-

pa.re the compilation of the !.Ushnah and the l'almu.d Babli . In Babe. 

•ezia 86a. it is written, 11 Babbi and R. Nathan conclude the l!ish-

nah, R. A.ahi and nabina conclude suthentic teaching ." '3ashi inter-

prets the above statement to mean that until the time of Rabbi and 

R. Natha..d, the Ta.nnaim in their respective schools taught their 

sayings through word of mouth without definite arranged tractates 

to guide them or their disciples . Rabbi and R. :fatba.n collected 

and compi led these laws , admitting only those they considered 

authentic , .3.nd concludes Bash i , 11 those who followed them added 

but little ." In course of time , discussion on the Mishnah grew to 

Tery l a rge dimensions and it was the V10rk of R. Ashi and Habina 

t o compile this huge mass of accumul ated. material and give it an 

orderly arrangement. L'hus they are credited with the redaction of 

t he Talmud Babli . 

I n the same manner, R. Jolla.nan assembled and a rranged the 

discussions a.nd interpretations on the lU si>..nah that \7ere taught in 

t he Academies of Palestine. His Academy at Tiberias being the out-

at anding school of learning in Palestine , we find ~ the Talmud 

Yerusbalmi replete vrith his sayings and those of his disciples. 

1 . Eabli Sucoah 53a 
Yer . Succa.h V H. 2 



However the presence of Jonah a.nd Jose I I in the Talmud is 

evidence that this compilation did not rems.in static but was 

enhanced and enlarged at a later time. We may thus conclude 

that R. Johanan was the impetus which set the wheels in motion 

for the r edaction of the Talmud Yerushalrni , a work posthumously 

consummated , and on this basis , was designated as its composer . 
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UfW>m ll 

HIS ACHI.mTS AND 1NFLU31WES rn ~H3 RELI GIOUS ..mD SOCIAL \VURLDS 

The lengths span of years in the life of R. Joha.oan enabled him 

to devote himself to t he pursuit of the many and variegated branches 

of intellectual endeavors . His insatiable thirst for lOlowledge led 

him into the fields of science , ma.thematics, and astronomical cal

culations which left him no small place in the scholarship of his day . 

These studies in addition to the Talmudic lore in which he delved, 

were t he stepping stones to the position of authority whieh he held 

as the leader of the Acade~ in Tiberias. 

As the foremost scholar of his day a.nG as the recognized author

ity in questions of law , R. Johanan vrn s able to realize many r efo rms, 

in the fie l ds of religion and social affa irs. A brief survey into the 

a t tainments of R. Joh.a.nan wi ll give us the key t o the man_v-sided pe rson

ali t y of this gr eat sage. I have therefo r e arranged this chapter into 

t he following orde r :l. His knowledge of science 2. Hi s social crusade 

aga i nst the evil pra ctice s of his day 3 . His relig ious r eforms as 

evidenced by h i s consolidation of synagogal worship and liturgy 4. His 

l i beral socia l outlook on the narrow and confining views of hi s day as 

i ndica ted by h is legal enactments. 

~ . Johanan'e scient i fic erudi tion may be ascertained by the many 

say ings in the field of medicine attributed to hi m. Although he was not 

a physician, nevertheless his knowledge of many cures and aids in various 

treatment shows his broad view o-: t he sciences of his time . The following 

a re some of his sayings in respec~ to contemporary medical ac t ivi ty . 
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1 
';\'s:>,f ~·r·h "r?~ ¥t" ~" ·11ot., 
.' f•t1 ~ .. Af .n ;)'~;\"\~I lt.hf'H ~ jc.l'\1fl:> 

"R. Johe.nan said: The man bitten 
by a snake a hou1d eat cuscuta with 
sal t and t v r un three miles." 

2 
f11J;j) O"lO'~ '>\~I '\ ;) \.lhl' '"> ')Hie. 

. l'~JtN o"'\.hoNJ 1.hf~"I=> f:G· 

"R. J ohanan said: 'If one desires 
to emasculate a cock, let him take 
off his comb and he will thereby 

by emasculated (without an operation.)'" 

3 
~· r .,.ic, .-.·J"•11tc.~ t.h 1'0\?lt '?'> 

.IJl'll' ,.., 

''R. Abbahu was troubled with his 
ear and R. Johanan gave him in
struction.s (for its cure). n 

4-
T-11: (1~? 'j'~ IJ'jc.~ 'N "<'* 'lNlt 

,~·r11:.hti1M 'f4'i'r ·~·oip 't ·xf 
•?") ''* . 'J\t'JI IC.'IHJ'l"(I \:;)j•r{t'.)l 

,'Ji1"l"Jf fJl'l'~h-;'I ~ ~ IJhl' 

"Abaye said: One who is ~n+ con
versant with ihe way of the world 
(a eupbemuisn for iD8.rital i nter
course) shou1d take three kifizi 
(a small measure) of sunflower and 
grind it arid boil it in wine, and 
drink it. R. Johe.nan said: This 
is just what r estores me to my 
youthful vigour." 

His knowledge of various elements and t~eir chemical properties 

which have theropeutic value, is evident from the fo llowing source 

1. Sabbath 109 b 

2 . Sabbath 110 b 

3. Aboda Zara 28 b 

4. Gitt in 70 a 
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which speaks of a compound of r oot tea, as a relief f r om too 

frequent menstr uation and a cure for j aundice. 

1 

:.td jJN• '") ">N/C "! I'°"?" Cl:> 'ftN 

~Ml /c'')~Jo:;)f k l'-1'1( ·~1s r'j'.hti 
/t/f:J...,I ~ ltJ ll }i"'\NJ1 1tft lt"? f JCjl~ 
~?;f _'-,~~ '~':;)~ 1-.i .J [ h(.{I l<'j't.'1 

Jt.J11..,·r. 1nrftt 1cr1 ~·Heh? 1tJJ'r. 

..... r"'"'' lt.•:»i'Q i·~)'I 

"'What is r oot tea?' Said R. 
Johe.nan: It is me.de of Alex

andrian gum, alum 8lld gar den 
saffron , each the ~eight of one 
zuz and g.round toget:!ler . To 
one who suffers wit~ two frequent 
mens truation, three cups of t his 
tea should be given in wine and 
she will not be barren. For 
jaundice, two oups are to be 
administered i;i beer but t :!le 
patient will be barren ever a~er." 

Al so in the f i e ld of e soter ic doctr ine, the mystic speculation 

on the divi:ie chariot, did H. Johe.nan pursue a great deal of 

study. Having completed his endeavor in that r ~eld he divulged 

to his disci ples the discover ies of his intellectual pursuits . 

2 
tc1' i~f f,c '1f }Jhl' ' ') rie. 

. ';\? :l -.H ';) -:;')e.'tn? ?,H~ I C' 

"R. Johe.nan said unto R. E1aazar 
' Come and I shall instruct thee 
in the secret of the vision of 
Ezekial ( I ) . " 

R. Johe.nan did not cease his intel l ectual strivings with 

the above but he also sought to become erudite i n the field of 

1. Sabbath 110 a 

2. Hagi~a 13 a 
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mathematics and ast ronomical calculations . From his very youth, 

he followed t hose who i nt ercalated the calendar so that he mig,ht 

be in.formed of th.at science . 

l 

1eJ\tJJf JlhJ a>10 (c ,.~" µn,. · ~1 , ,.,t, r., 1t1 , • ., ,..,.~ err,. :;M;)l 

. J'i•t.r{M I• ,, \~? t)·1 t f' -6 •rfif\ lti)' 
("When the Beth Din used to san

ct ify the new moon, they would 
malce a feast ~ "IU Johanan, on 
the morrow, would go to gather 
the fnuit and eat thereof. He 
would say, ' May my portion be 

among those who ate here last 
ni&lt • '" 

His prayers to be counted among those who intercalatea 

the time of the moon was answered for he was accep ted as one 

of t hem, though he was a very yoWlg man, the youngest of them 

all . 

2 
?)' ;-. IJhl' '-,( <;).Je.. ")1;:-·-tf 10-=>Jc.:>) 

'j)j~ '"l;i l lH}c 1f nH/c 1 f"'i>~ 1~1" 
~Jt.':\\ 1 ""1:\ ')Hit .-;)l f?''t? )\ttll?H 

.<;\"11'?'~? ...}\t.ql1N 

(W}wa they neared t o intercalate 
the year and)"R. Joha.nan was the 

youngest amon&st them, they said 
to him, •say, Behold the year is 
sanctified in its i ntercalation . ' 
' He said, ' Behold t he year i s 
sanctif ied i n its intercalation." 

Later when he was in Tiber.i~s , Samuel sent hi m the cal endar 

intercal~tion for sixty years to impress him f or Samuel knew 

him t o be an authority in t hat field . 3 

1 . Moed Kat an II H 3 

2 . Yer. Rosh Hashana II ~ 6 

3. Hullin 95 b 
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However even more than that which he accomplished for his 

own intellectual satisfa ction, were his achievements in the 

every day worlc of affairs . There were certain confining at-

titudes e.nd conditions of his day which needed w'ither correction 

oo complete eradication. In the resolving of these problems, 

the liberal and ad.ministr~tive hand of n. Johanan is evident. 

In his day, a social evil existed which R. Johanan attempted 

to combat . In his iight against this custom of hie time, we 

find R. Johanan a valiant social crusader who dared to at~ack 

the guilty though they were of most influent ial position. To 

R. JOhanan, one who considered himself e. sage had to be abl e 

to fight what he termed the battle of the Torah. to fight for 

the gl orification and enhancement of their divi:le heritage. 

However, first , the individual had to possess knowledge of the 

Toraa to succeed in his attempt to exalt it . 

1 
l "/t ·~c "l"lt IC J'Jh -i? lcl'llC "l"fc 

Ve. -:.\JiNtifH ft 'llN tjJc. 'N"? : IJhl' '"., . ':i'i.JtN f '- ..}11 f•?h , ~C. '/J? 'i\'11.h 

"R. Aha B. Hanina said in tae 
name of R. Assi in a. J ohanan' s 
name : In whom do you find (ski l l 
to conquer in) the battle of the 
Torah? Only in him who possesses 
bundles of ~ishnah. " 

Thus R. Joha...'1.an established as e. standard a list of qualifications 

that a man must possess before he could presume to be considered 

a P:>h ~·>-If )I • 

1. Sanhedrin 42 a 
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1 
IJl1le )~ "Nt f-;,t) 'f~(J\ l~'t.: lJhl' '"'I~ 
.,.,r; ... -,;>~ 1i.•1c. \' flt. •ll.'- ':\~ '"''?'3., »- oj~ . ~r:> ~:>o H ·~ ,r·.,t, "Uj~· r1rH r.).-
1...,.1 ~e f=>h ''N{)) l?.YI<: jJhl' '?"I -,Htc 

1 j ~/\ h'JNe. M , J.)pJc./N 1\ J.1t. -&f J'H1H 
. f 'Ht • ~'if\? pott I 

;)1/c rfjc(.e.. f_, J'.:>h "\'1'rjl t~j'jt µ,M '1~1c. 
. p If"' (; i' -;·d"i\ 

" R. Jobe.nan said : Who is the 
scholar worthy of being made the 
president of a congregation? 
The one who v1hen asked concerning an 
or dinance bearing on any subject 
knov;s exactly what to answer , even 
such ordinances as a.r e found in the 
Tract Kalah. " 

"R. Johe.nan said: Who is the scholar 
who is deservi:ig of having his work 
performed by his fellow citizens? 
The one who neglects his own affairs to 

attend to religious affairs." 

"R. Johanan said: Who can be called 
a scholar ? One who can gi ve the 
interpret:.ltion of any or uin.anco in 
whichever chapter that may be whown 
him." 

But irrespective of t hei r value, men who did not possess 

the virtues en·..;.me rated by R. Johe.nan were elevated to the high 

places of intellectual life on the basis of thei r wealth and 

station. This evil practice e7en penetrated i.!lto the court of 

the Nasi where the wealthy sought favor and even the mediocr e of 

the scholars r eceived high positions i n prefe r ence to the i r 

senior colleagues because they br ought presents or overwhel med 

t he Pr ince and his followers with flatter y. 

Against this unethical practise, R. Johe.nan expr essed his 

extreme disfavor. Ignoring the wrath of those of high caste 

and station, he lectured in public in the Academy of R. Bannaia, 

IMlk)ng the people to this evil of lack of knowl edge and oondemming 

t hose 1aspir ed high but did not possess the necessary qualificati ons . 
who 

1. Sabbath 114 a 



ln this crusade for social reform , R. Joha.'lall' s voice Vias favorably 

received fo r he maintained that only the Torah was the measure of 

11&.n's merit and not wealth or genealogy . 

l 
(t(.')~,., '?? ~11 fJt\I' ''> 

p~h q114f.h ')~"" . ~"J? 
.fittn P1 fit~ f~:>f 

-a. Johanan expounded in the 
j.oad.emy of R . Bannaia , 'A 
bas t ard who i s a TallllUd chacham 
is to be preferred to a High 
Priest who l acks lmowledge. 11 

R.Johanan achieved much in the f ield of religious r eforms. 

As has been mentioned i n a pre~ious chapter, his friendship 

and cl ose relat ionship with the Nasi, Judah II, enabled him to 

further his desires and cause his plans to materialize. He was 

thus able to e ffect a.n impor tant impr ovement in the arrangement 

of public and congrega t ional viorship. The laws com:nanding attendance 

at the synagogues were weak and uninforced . R. Johanan strengthened 

the bands of synagogal worship and made the subject of prayer 

an impor tant consiieration in the life of the people. For t o 

h im, prayer was a necessary spiritual uplifting from the daily 

mundane cares, as he often remarked in his r ever ence fo r this 

means of salvation. 

2 
. 1fi-;, fl 'l'i r;) f>~Jt ff;,)Ji•c. .,,,r, 
"Would that man could pray the 

who le day long. 11 

l. Yer . Sabbath X II H. 3 

2. Berachoth 21 a 
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He therefore a ttempted to teach the p• ople how great was 

the merit of those who prayed togethe~ with t he congregation 

and the punishment for abstaining f r om worshi p. 

1 
s?'?? '? O jc::>'tc \Jt\I' ' '> ~ ';){ l "lNlt 

• ? r '::> ~ J.ri 1 ·14:i r " '°'). \ ·1~ic~ ii·., 
.I'll 'flit~ IJ''i) "'I t.it lt..h<?.'J .:> 

"It was said to R. Johanan: Ther e 
are old men to be found in Babylon. 
When they told him that (the old men) 
are in the synagogue earl y and l ate, 
he said: It is this which hel ps t hem 
(to live lo~g. )" 

2 
.~atir J nq ?N'•"' f;, ~·Q" r- ';)~' •'-
"«'iho will inher it the worl~ to come? 
He who joins the Geulle.h to the even
ing ~ fillah (for he fulfills the 
service as ordained in the congre~ation .) 

3 
_"),~ if a.tS .~(a.JI , ., 1·t ,\ltf ,r "''* 

"Man is forbidden to anticipate the 
congr egati onal Tefillah by pr ayi ng 
a lone." 

Thus after having achieved his purpose of uniting the people 

in a public and coagregational worship by showing t hero the merit 

and reward thereof, R. ,R,he.nan instituted var ious prayers of 

his own in order to make a concrete or der and arr angement of 

the service. 

4 

p· ~ ,,~ "~ •w ?") ,,.1c . p·N~f .., r. 
j~,1\\t. ~iGI -;iaG f~ \ i f~ IJfµlt 

1r•tt 
1

1;,'1 'ii? f ''oN jJl\l' '?'"II . tJ~ 
IJJC t~ ..,,, P1 ::> o:;)">'f. 1t ft'4 IJ'~ 

:U 1J1i)fjc iS f~ ~·1r•1\ j•ra°" 
_";)IJ\.HJI 

1. Berachoth 8 a 

2. Beraohoth 4 b 

3. Beraohoth 28 b 

4. Ber achoth 59 b 



"Benediction for rain: Rab Judah 
said: we tive thanks unto ! heec 
for every drop of which 2hou has 
oau.sed to descend on us; R. 
Johan&n concluded it thus : Though 
our mouths thank Thee, oh Lord, 
our God,---et c---, until "shall 
prostrate itself befor e thee." 

l 
')MIC >1'J11f j P"O)I~ 'Uil l.Jhl' ''> 

I J~f ft b l'Jir.. l•h ''i)' , 1=>l 

C?l.AJ• IJ!f1? C0?.M a.Uti'? r·~· 
f c1.J..>.• ,H~ ""IO.:>J\.N r"h")? 

~?.Al 7.Au'Jft? 1j'(J, •. 4I 7Ji•1'0/\? 
. 7.11..U.IJ'tl 7116 .Ji~#J rJal 

"R. Johan.an used to add at the 
conclusion of his prayer. 11.ay 
it \Je Tuy will , oh Lord our God, 
to glance at our shame and look 
upon our evil plight, and do !hn 
clothe Thyself in Thy mercy, 
cover Thyself with Thy might, 
enfold Thyself with Thy piety 
and gird Thysel f with Thy grace 
and 1118.Y Tny attribute of goodness 
and gentleness come before thee . " 

2 

, IJhl' '1 "* '1 ">'t. ~ J\-:>"lt' 11tH 

! ·h r:::1 .1i~J 

"What is tu song of pr aise? R. 
Johanan said: It is (the prayer ) 
'the Breath of Every Living 
Being.' " 

Besides his many achievements, a.nd victories in his attempt 

to conaolid~te religious observances, R. Johana.n through religious 

and legal decisions succeeded in chanbing the existing social 

attitudes of his day. The attitude of the people was but that 

of the early sages toward apostat es and pagans . rhe early sages 

1. Berachoth 16 b 

2. Pesal>im 118 a 
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embittered the lives of these apostal ~ s and insti tuted stringent 

decrees a.t:ainst them but d . Johe.nan although he revered these 

acholars of old, differ ed f r om them in their t reatment of the 

eeot. In a question br ought up by R. Abbe.hu , j oining the apostat3e 

with the sinners , R. Johanan showed his own liberalism in his 

1ocial viei'll!h 

1 
·~?rm ~hr ·~ S\'~ 1ri';)tt • ,., 'JJoi 
rfyw 1tr O\~,._ ~t.'i' 11nf P '?:>I:> 

.)it"') ION';) I t'J',.'> r'fllt l'~ •")111 tcf1 r .. Jc. • \•f~N It f I \'~'"'llN l'I\ P '")NIN»' 

:»!IN~ ~tt .Nni ?'hie )\~'?I< r~t · '>\Jlt 

11 R. Abbahu r ecited to R. Johnnan: 
Idolaters and {jew. ) Shepaerds of 
small cattle may not be brought 
up though they tnUst not be cast 
in but minim, informer s 8.llQ 

apostates rria.y be cast in and need 
not be brought up . Whereup1.>n 
R. Johanan remar~ed, 'I have 
been learning that the wor ds, 
'And so shalt thou do with every 
lest thing of thy br others' (thou 

mayest not hide thyself) are also ap
plicable to an apostate.• 11 

Even more were the Samar itans despieed by the Jews, who 

considered their testimony unworthy of belief. R. Johanan 

turned the wei~ht of l:is gracious e.nd t r ust ing nature in their 

behalf and acknowledged the kashruth of their shechi~ . 

2 
'Jlt '01' 1•Jc rh~' "'~ j•'} ~tt~ 

• i 1:> Ji ''l\t.t )*t \JM' '1 J\lt ',J\•ic. 'l 

"R. t:ahroan bar Issae said in the name 
of R. Jose: I saw R. Johan.an eating 
of that which a Samaritan had slaugh
tered. 

l• Aboda Zara 26 a & b 

2. Bullin 6 b 



Also. in reference to the oil of the pagan, we find k . Johanan 

aiding J~dah II in the r epeal of its pr ohibition in direct op-

position to the prevalent view. Since oil was one of the staple 

products of Pales tine, t he trade in it was of vital importance 

ao that it became difficult to observ~ the existing laws. 

l 

ltrlt.(~·~ lG?NJ J:e.J;-i °'~'';)' . ., : jft'J 
fit'!~ 

1
r(1 ·Hf flc.'J":I .h"lHI~~ r~ ·~f 

1 ~·~ \!<>NI \t.'!J";) ~, I;)' '"I lt.llltl 'H t 
• l.lhl' '1 1,.lt J<N< ,r f/t11't "') "llllt

G(i> 1tft. jNl>\ r.. ·l'~ '>I IJ'./\t?i m: 
fi U:_Atn l:>NOI fw .. '-' '?11? l"HO'lt 

,~f·t ·1'• ··?~ r". f ? t.'l •")n 
)''Hlf ~t P'1NI)'. r ';)t r'"; ,~ 

")l~~i) ?I") :>"ttfc ')1?1;) ~'( ~'l'jt 
. 91? ~1Htf ~ft:>' 

"(A.s regards oil, R. Judah and 
his court took a vote and de
clared it permitted.) But ac
cording to your statement that 
(it is prohibited beCi use) 
Daniel decreed aga inst it, (can 
it be thought that) Daniel mad9 
a decree a.nd tt. Judah, the 
Prince then came and e.nnulled 
it? But ~. Samuel b. Abba s~id 
in the name of R. Johanan: Our 
masters (R. Judah II and his 
court) sat a.nd ma.de investigation 
concer ning (the use of heathens) 
oil (and found) that its pr o
hibition had not spread among 
the large major ity of Israelites; 
they accordingly r elied upon the 
dictwn of Rabban Simeon b. GalM
l a l and R. Eliezer b Zadok who 
declared: He make no decree apon 
the community unless the major ity 
s.re able to abide by it. 

1. Aboda Zara 36 a 



In similar ve in , we f ind t hat R. Johans.n per mitted the 

Iaraelites to use the services of a pagan doct or if he is com-

1 
petent and a lso to allow the Jews to transact business with 

2 
the pagan even on his festival. 

1 
, }JM' ''> Pt.? ~hit ')9 rj\'t' ''> 

. 'l.hl,. ~llC tct>n t)';\ f>IC 

"R. Ja .. ob Bar Aha in the name of 
R. Johe.nan: It is penuissable 
(to use) a (pagan) phys icie.n if 
he is corupetent. 

2 
'?''> . ').J\IH ~JI tct'JJ "\'?T '..1.1\ 
'i''l P(.? 'O!' '"') 'I'~ °'? "?j''f' 

. l~ ' le! Pl'? 'lfcl jJhl' 
11 It was taught : I f he passed and 
transacted business, it is penniss 
able . R. Jacob. b. Aha e.nd R. Jose 
in the name of R. Johe.nan: Even on 
the very day of his festival." 

I n his day, aany Israelites compelled by need of earning . 

a livelihood, l ert the Holy Land and went to distant parts . 

!o spop this exodus , it was decreed to ostracize t hem from the 

Jewish conunur.it y but R. J 0 hanan arose and ppppsed. th.is harsh 

11e&sure . 

l"lltf ~j th~ lt.~'q, 
. IJl"'l?hN IJ\11( 

"One who goes out of Pales~e should 
not be separated from his colleagues ." 

1. Yer Aboda Zara II H. 2 

2. Yer. Aboda Zara I H. 1 

I. Yer . Deme.i II H. ~ 
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R. Johe.nan also permitted emigrat i on f r om Palestine in 

ease of bei~g appointed by the Romans to their as sembly. 

l 

jC ';)' • r.j)~ 1 n• :>~~ IJt\I' ·n 'lHIC 

. 7\1f)t ft? \<l"l';i 

" I f thou art mentioned(nomine.t ed 
by the RolllE.os) for office make 
the Jordan thy boundary friend 
(e scapG over the Jor dan . " ) 

Hi s liber alism we.s aga in evident i n his depe.~ure f r om 

the existing ~ondit ion to all~N both male and female to study 

Greek ;~ and the f urther and more surpr ising radica.lis111 of per

mitting the painting of decorative figures .~ 

l . Yer. Moed A.a.t an II(Bl b) H.3 

2. Yer. Peah I 15 o 
R. Abbahu said i n the name : \Jhl' •?1 Pl."? l:;\rtt '?'> 
of R. Johane.n : It is per - ~? .)le. ~,.fr P~~J ')J\IN 
missabl e to t each your de.ugh- r /". l .h'JI' 
ter Gr eel: bwoause it is an ad- .:;, 1 \)'CM "'~t. •j'~H . ,,,.,, 
~rnment to her . " "R. Hiyye. 3a,.~'" }Jhl' '1 f't? IC "h •?1 
in the name of R. J~ha.uan: I t 'j~~ J\'JI' ~ fl" p~tcf 
is per missabl e to s~udy Gr eek ,,~ 
because of the informers . " . J\lilOJll\ 

I. Yer . Aboda Zara III (42 d ) H·3 
t~ . • ' -In time of'R. Johe.nan, al l owed decorations ~ }' , .. j Jnt ~hi' '?)~ '!Ml'? 

- I~"':\'? 'M /'- (, 1tf J\1=> on the wall and.,.--.de no protest . " 
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I · believe that the greatest contribution effectod by R. 

J ohanan was a pr oduct of his social liberal1sa as expressed 

by his legal decisions in the Talmud . His knowledge in mAt~

•• t t aal s c iences and allied fields was limi.tec by the t ime in 

which he lived. But where he concerned himself with human re

lationshi?S and problems . he was far in advance of his a ge . 

R. Johanan was not only the possessor of a great legal mind . 

but he was practical enough to apply his views for the C'>mmon 

good. for the Jew and those who lived beside him. He saw no 

Talue in strife be~Neen the Jew and t he Samaritan; the Jew and 

the pa an. and his efforts wer e dl rected to sesolve their diff

erences and harmonize t heir existences by a better understanding. 

Thus R. Johanan 8'b•od out as an exponent of racial amity. 
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CHAPTER III 

R. J 0UA...7i~i ' S A! T .i TUDE to the L.ISHl~AH OF JllBBI 

To more fully compre hend, the rela~ion 6.Ilo attitude of 

R. Johanan to the oompilation and subject matter of the l.ish-

l:aah, we must first delve into the origin and essence of Rabbi's 

work. 

In order to r emedy the confusion in t he religious world 

due to the teachers who gave halaclu.c decisions according to 

their own mishnaic collections# Rabbi sought to restore uniformitu 

of tea.chi~~· He undertook to collect, arranbe and redact the 

lli.shnah as an authoritative norm. He followed his own method 

a s far as the selection and presentation of the material was 

concerned but adopted the systems of Akiba and ~eir in regard 

to the division and arrangement . Rabbi made of Akiba ' s and 

Meir's !Jiishnahs the gr oundwork of his own dode. R. Johanan 

sums up the wor k of nabbi by his statement on ~he composition 

of this book of statutes. 

l 
,.t;N ,.., \)\'J'J\11 PJ.• )Jt\I' '"> "llflt 
ic..,ao f> .lo , 'ill 'N tu ''> tc ..Aao1.h P.Ao 

1•1Ht '?1 '")i() f.}lo rJ ';) ~I :;\' ''> 
. ~"· ")~ lt.'tl'\lt I~ r I ::>I 

"Our mishnah , whenever an opinion 
is reported anonymo1.s ly, rests on 

1. Sanhedrin 86 a 
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Meir; an anonymous Tosephta on 
R. Nehemiah; an anonymous <iict um 
in the s lrra on R. Judah ben tle.i; 
in the Sifre on R. Simeon ben 
Joh&.i but all of t hem are taught 
~ccording to the riews of R. ~iba. " 

Thus accor ding t o • Johan.an, Rabbi i n compiling the ld.shnah 

drew upon earlier collections of wh ich each noted Tanna possessed 

one. Howeve r , the greatest insiE;ht into R. Johanan 1 s at titude 

t o tho Jr..ishne.h is hi s statement that although habbi used various 

col lections, t heir foundat ion r ested on R. Aki ba . As R. Johe.nan 

r egar ded R. Ak i. t a as the foremost 'tanna whose word, he at times 

cons idered as 'J'OH •tNf ~:S-. 1 could ho but r espect that 

teaching which was merely a compilation of God- given t r uths . 

The halachoth of the J;,ishnan wer e but a s t he words J_; i veo ciown 

to Loses from Sinai , so r emarked R. Johaoan to his disciple~ . 

1 
r~' .)\t\J\ J\hk ~-;>fa J\!'P flC 

fit ., () '6 -;, If ~~I' ~.Mt )'!ti 

';>N::> '"?i)t. ")NC! ">?,} tUf1h..11 
Ir :>I :.J 'o~ ;}(" r 11J1JrJ J'tll'1 

. '.f)j(H? ..}\1'(f1t,. 

''If you come a.cross a hale.chah 
whose significe.nce you ao not 
comprehend, do not divert it to 
another matter ( regard it not 
lifhtly) fo r there are many laws 
given to .t.ioses from ""ine.i and 
e.11 are stamped in our 1:.ishn&.h. " 

1. Yer Pea II H. 6 



Since R. Jobana.n was for a brief :period under the guiding 

8})iri t of Rabbi and as he was later taught by the disciples of 

Babbi , he could nut but be influenced by their teachings. How-

ever, fortunately for R. Johanan, his teachers differed in thei r 

a ppr oach to the oode of Rabbi and thus he was able to select 

the path which better suited his logical reasoning . Some of 

R.Johana.n 's teachers occupied themselves merely in the stud,y 

of Babbi' s Mishnah fo r its better comprehension. But othe:""s 

sought to pursue the study of other sources to bring to scholarly 

light a collection which would be a worthy equal to the work of 

Rabbi. R. Hiyya and R.Hosbaiah were of the latter who gather ed 

i nvaluable compilations of their own. R. Joha.na.n s~leoted the 

kernels in ea.oh and chose a pa th uhich deviated but slightly 

from that of Rabbi . For R . Johanan esteemed highly the l!ishnah 

of Rabbi and he often remarked: 
1 

. 'f)j (I.I 1c fit . r ,.,, '..11~ 

" I have naught but Mishna.h" 

2 
f 'Jltl., ' ;)f , .,.,.?~ )\iJld 

. r>.f.' f.o(;)~ ';)"1ri .},10 I''' 
"The terms which the former 

sages have selected , man 
has not the right to add to 
them ." 

1. Yer. Terumoth II H. 3; Kiddushin I H. 2 

2 . Yer. Nazi r I H. I 
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His eruditio:i in the Lislmah served R. Johana.n well for 

he often shov1ed his teacher, R. J~ai, that a t hought which 

he had uttered v1s.s a lready expre:ssl:-- s t a t ed i:! Rb.bbi ' s lli~hnah. 

l 
1t.A•iltf 1c\1 •ttJ' ~r ptw . ., iN1t 

'J? ';)1 f O~fN 'ltJ• '1 -;)I>)) ,le.•;) 

f :>~'' f:>f\'i I"' 7'.J'i'~ IJ'f• f tc 
. h j' ~ t•W\ p:i1' YNe. ':I I'! 

"R. Johanan s aid to R. Jannai; 
Is it not a Mishnah l R. Jaunai 

extollec him: ~y son , r e gard it 
not lightly, give to the ·11ise one 
that he may be wiser, let the wise 
man hear that he may inc r ease 
knowledge." 

The advice of his teache r to l'Ursue his :;tudy of the l.'.isha&.h 

ws s he• ded by R. Johe.nan . J..f'ter having delved into e.ntl investiga l ed 

its subject we.'tt&r , he wto.s tible to cll:lriry 'tne d1 verse meaning:: 

for a cooplete elucidation. He omitted and a l tilLes corrected 

the errors found therein and ap 2ended that which v1at: lacking 

to its pr oper unders tanding . 

Following are sever al cases Etlected to illustr o.te the minute 

iuterpretatioL given by R. Johe.nan to the var ious mishna.hs end 

hi s char.ging e ven of wor ds for better clarity. 

1 . Yer Baba os.tiira IX 17 a 

Te- . xe~omotb l B. I 
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l 

O'C)'f/t) (")''ll f)'' f> Ji1· ~ l) IJ' Jj) jtUI 
qa i>f .A•t''t\ fjt .}\?(.? jtO 'Htl 

~ h'l4) ~JNN /t ' ~f';\f Pit . ?"I\ 
j lc> J\'t lJhl' ' ?'I 1Hlt :11()c. 

.")..J\IN tt\Jc ll <l'd 

" If &. nan cut open an abscess on 
The Sabbath in or der to make an 
opening, he is culpable but if it 
wns to let out ~us , he is not 
cuJpable. R. Johana.n said, i t 
should uot be written, "he is not 
culpable, " but "it is ?ermissable." 

In the foll~'fting case, R. Jobe.nan explains the use of a 

de~iL.ite t erm by the kishna.h although be suggests that another 

ten:i should ha ve been used . 

2 
hot>~ J\I< Chit. 'J'""' rJ?f •u11~>1 V4) 
j1t1n P~N ';)r'(•t, 'N J\j~ ~~ 
tilt'> f it~~ b~:>M. j1•j . r ·ftn•f 
. llf'f ~Nt. ';>::>jHI rf h? -.;p~ t?n• 
()hi~ 'j ' ')>) jtt ::> ~· 1 }Jhl' '"> "\Mlt {~) 

lt...)\J 'JJ\ -::) N( l ~· ')~ •_J•-,;') j f tt 
. f.>")~f l'?'t> CJ\1e. 'J•"\';\ 

L:ish.ne.h : "If a man saici t o his 
son, 1 I will slaui;nter the ~as
eover offering fo r whichsoever of 
you sha ll first come up to Jer
usalem; so soon as c:.nc i1as put nis 
head and the cr eater part of his 
body inside (Jerus&.l em) he he..d 
ga:.ned his por tion, and he must 
gr ant portions t o hi s brothers . 
Gemara: " R. Johanan said: It 
should not have said, ' I ~~11 
slaughter , 1 but 1 1 will set aside , ' 
a.nd the reason it was written,' I 
will slaughter, 1 wa:; to ur ge them 
on (the sons to e omplete th~ir ap
pointed task. ) 

l . Yer ~abbath XI 13 a 

2 . Yer . Pesa.h~m VIII H. 5 



At times , opinions attributed to one sage were corrected 

by R. Johanan and assigned to its pr oper source. 

l 

J.•J1ht P l l H r..itlt J\tc lc"~I N~ (11) 

') 'j h' /t f ")N Ut '>I 1 1">' '?'"> 
. '1'J/\' P'1Nl lC J> 'f.JJhl 

' ? 'i \It :> )\ •~ JJ 1'1' '?1 '1 Nlt (~) 
.')'ICN •n ~~I~ ';'i~ t'i) ' 

M.ish.n.ah: 'If a ma.n put away his 
wife because she was barren, R. 
Judah says, he may not take her 
back; the Sages say, he rns..y take 
her back. 
Gemara: R. Johanan said: It should 
not state, R. Judah but R. lleir. 11 

R. Johanan also corrected the meaning by omitting letters . 

In the following mishnah, he omits the "Vaw'' f rom the wori 

to gi ve a different ~ i gnific~nce to its content. 

2 
1 ?" ~ lt;)'I ~J~' C') lf~ ~?w lll) 

i\:>,.;\f J\,Ao11 'll • tc1 "'>Q. f::i -;:i J1? il 

'•~• ~·'•"' 
le.'llllt 1? J.h.J ?'1 ~'J'N ltY? (t) 

! ?"/\1' ~N pit,. J\JoN \Jhl' 'i''\W 

.t C~? ';")~ r1~ ~ ·~ ·-r ,,,.r ·1h&c 
,«<:G;n ~'lM~f J\.J\ot4;, jJ.h jJk.S) I 

. t"G , ? ~=>l'i S'l ..ii )lo"';) 1t lf1e. 

Lil.shnah : 11·,-1hat i s the l ee.st amo\mt 
of building which will make a man 
culpable? The least possible amount . 
The same app lies to stone masonry, 
smoothing vri th a hammer, etc. 11 

1 . Yer• Gitt in IV H. 8 

2. Sabbath 102 b 



IJemara: R, Na.than, son of fioshaiah 
propounded a question to R. Joha.nc.n: 
Under what category of labor is 
stone- masonry to be placed? "R. 
Johanan answered him by making the 
sign of hammering with his hand. 
But we learned in our I..ishnab,~stone
masoning and smoothing with a hammer• . 
Say instead. 'tile stonemason who 
smooths with a hwmner." 

Rhen ~. J ohanan found a contradiction in the ilishnah1 be 

..-roi; ld not hesit s.te to change either the contracictory saying 

or the one who ut t ered t he sayi~g. 

;)~l>l' '"~ •111 µM' •?1 
''?" 'JO~I ·-· 'J~NI 1>~1»' 

.';)~·(t~ J\~ft11{i 

l 

"R. Johanan found R. Judah cont rad
icting himself---R. Johanan ans ., ered 
about this contradiction by saying : 
the statement (of the Uishnahs) must 
be reversed, (the aughotities for the 
two op i nions must be exchanged.) 

R. Joh&.ran 1 s knowledge of the YJ.shnah w~s so profound that 

he knew the abstr use mee.nings of the terms which he believed 

~~ght either be misconstrued or might be unk'bwn t o those who 

were students of the ~ishnah . The f ollowing wor ds wer~ defined 

e..nc explained (a) Shetiyah (b ) I.anor (o) Epicurean (d) Shitin 

(e ) Golden ornament . 

.1 . 

l. Besa 3 a 

2 

p~ "i\)\•;) \?It 1 •11e~ f'·J~ 
'9i".hlJ f'Jlt"-•n P• 1t1?J4> J.•14'14 
:wt{ ~1\)1 '1 iHIC . .Alt"\'j'J ";>.h ·~ 
~~Ht. ? ';'i"J.t ~It ";)Ht Jt'">1J 

. pf 1l';\ J\.ht1n 

(A) 2 . Yeta Yoma V .-i . z 
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E. 

c. 

I>. 

t' ,... . 

"after the ark was te.ken away 
1 

e. stone remained the re f r om the 
time of the e~rly prophets and 
it was called She tijo.h (Foundation ) ." 
"R. Johanan said, rtihy was it 
cal l ed ' Shetijah• , because f rom 
it t he world was founded ." 

l 
-~~n j,. t'l•G~ f'~I' P''n• r·u IM) 
1c1;)(. \ :> 'lNft µtw ., , l'r 1'>5 ·it (~) 

.1~ H•Jc It "ll'f I 1./IJtN "\li'.I 

J.;ishne.h: 11 .'iomen, slaves and minors 
a.re free of the obliga tions of the 
Succa.h." 
Gema.re.: "Whe. t is a minor ; R. 
J ohanaa said : Ile -.vho awakerls fr om 
sle e p and calls in fe ar." 

2 
- !C?~ p\1'(f rf ti f~ ~jtt ftc l~ 

'lfJ j\l ")lf'ilC 

'>~~ ~ )';):> , ,,.,t ~I' ,.., : )\ n•1·~1c (t) 
-l~n 1·v~ ")IC"~ I:;):> •It fc.'lu I* 

l:ishnah: " The followini; have nc. 
, ortion in the world to come: the 
Epicurean etc ." 
Gellle.re. : " The Bpicurean R. Johe.nan 
s ays: A pr iest who said , 'these 
books or these rabbis '. in a 
derogator y manner." 

s 
~l\I' ""F- ;oiJh "l? "l? ;)?"l 114jc •• j'.h' t. 

. f 'Jft )\ ,.,. 

"Shitin--Rabbe.h b . Ba r Hannah said 
in t ne name of R. Johe.nan ; t hey are 
a species of figs ." 

4 
l~I ?"Slj \c. 'l'°('i' ~tjt ic.3J\ jcf (1') 

"\? "'I? ';)?1 11'Jt 1 ?"'>!! r~ ""\' 't? 'le~ lt} 
. /c t> '»~~ r•f e..11• • IJ/\I' '1 '>HI<> ~Jti 

J4ehna h : " A woman s hall not go out 
with a t;ol:ien ornament" e tc . 
Gemara: "i'lhat was this gol den 
ornament? Snid Ra bbe.h b . Jar 

1 . z. Yer Succe.h II H. 9 l - ~- sa•batb 59a 

2. c. Ye r Sanhedi n X ii · l 3 . D· 3e r achoti1 40 b 



Hannan in the name of a. J .. he.nan: 
A golden (ornarrent with e.n engr aving 
of the city of) J er sualem. " 

:..ar1;· textt of the n.ishnah which needed no correction 

eit~er in words, or in me~~. never tneless came tmder t he 

hands of R. Johanan whose er udition was ne cessary !'or the 

elucida~ion an d clarifica~ion of its recondite si _nificance. 

For R. Johanan w as not will inf to accept au obvious inter-

prctation but he profoundly soui;:1t to ciscover t'.1e t rue 

meani ng of Ra·~.ci i n hi s code of laws . This t rue meauing. 

R. Johe.nan felt co~lJ be found by li!tlti~g the scope of a 

l a·;; ' s application. The foll o.ving t-.vo c,, ses a r e i llustra.ti ve 

of R. Johanan ' s attempt to modi fy tte n~Bnin~ of the t.i shnah 

by ~pplyinb it to si ngular concitions . 

l 
J..·)1 i ? ii'"> ft. 1°:1 .S~ 1tf1 oiarl) {II) 

r1:>1 t ~all l~llC J•')'j't\N '' It 
j•/t ..h ''lt\t:? I J 11M.? f'0'\'1N1 1t \ 

.~? 1mH11t\ f1~•(.. 'J9H 1J\1~ ~"l '~hN 
. .Ut. "\l?j? j.Jh• ' "I·~~ 

Ui sh.::lah: 11 lf a tna.n err ec and onutted 
the r ef erence to the ~ew i.:von in t he 
eveininr: Tefillail, 11e do not require 
him ~o r epeat it, becbuse he can say 
i t in the oorning. I f he omitted it 
in the morni n g, we c!o not r equirc:s him 
t o r epeat it , because he can se.y it 
i n the afterncon. 11 

1 . Ee r achot 30 b 
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Gema.re. : 11 R. Johanan declared t hat 
t his teachiut; applies only to a 
Congr egation. " ( If he omitted the 

r eference .. ~en praying witil the 
congregation. he doe i; not repeat the 
tefilllL'l becauso he will :1ee..r i t said 
by the Preceiltorf) 

l 
~· i) .>.it 16i IH"~ ·jd \ (, \" -;) r. f')? (H) 

r ·llM';l "lt\l,f l 
1J t le ~t11• "'l"lt »Jf\ ..,? "" "';\f"i "ltclt (~} 
._., r ~•c.1 f ·1t1\"l r·?•G ,..,.., .41.tt ?~? 1cS 1t 

-l"">\ r... IJ,~r"o 
Mi.shnah: "If a man said a benediction 
over wi.~e before the mea l he is exempt 
from saying it over the wine a r ter 
the meal ." 
Gemara: "Re.bbe.h.B. Bnr iianne.h said 
fn the n.ame of R. Johanan: The 
t eachi.:lg &.?plies only to Sabbaths and 
Festival s for t~en a ~~ arr anges his 

meal with wine." (he knows beforehand 
he will linger at the table and drink 
several dups . ) 

Through h is dt alect ic reasoninr,, he very soon derived 

from the Mishnah of Rabbi :nany :J"f"fl ha l achoth. In the 

following case vre find R. Johene.n explaining o. misrJla...'1 to 

Resh L~kish and deducing from it a new ruling in relation to 

levirate n~rrie.re • 

2 

·1t~ "\Nit~ .,rr 1J,\t' '?1~ r-.., r .. ,c 
1-AN<' ' ~ ~r.n~ ~.Ar 'Jli? . .,J 
l~l P ~? ttr? J.,~1 -:;)~~ j'l "')j h I 
~"')tOjt ,,.j (l j\ t '3 '°") t0fC I~ 'It~ 

.';)"\~ )\"'13? ~J'le'l ·a 5' '~ic 

1 . Dere.ohoth 42 a i b 

2. Yebe.moth 10 b 
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"Resh Lakish said t o R. Johanan: 
According to Levi who maintt. ill.s 
that an 1 if 1 is included (by R. 
Judah in the ~ishn.ah) l et our 
llishnah also include the case of 
& levi r who gave nalize.h to h is 
sister-in-law {whom he is in 
consequence fo r bidden to marrv) 
and lat e r betnr othed he r and died 
without iss ue, for s ince (the 
widow of such a one) is fo r bidden, 
her ri val also is forbidden (to 
the brotn.r.r a ; Why t;hen was not 
this case added to the f irtean?) 
The other repli ed: Bec&use in 
this case the la~ of the rival 
cannot be applied (to our ~slma.~) · 

In tha following source , we find R. Johe.nan deriving 39 

subciivisions to each main class mentioned in the 1.'..i. shnah. 

1 
..A tit( 1oh P''( l" 11c .A·~~r" .A1111c 1-0 

.'lfl t' G"aC' ~;)N >l • •• l''Hf 1' 
"II;\ 1·~ ?~ !'l~f }? e.'"'ll jJl\ I' 'i'"> (#j . r1~~1 1:.1 J\f.11 ltj''l'~ ten~ 

Ji hie "oh \'"?'lit t;i• J'lf \•1ilt 
J"' . ft'),j\1 ~I\ r:> fr .Ar~f,J 

l,h,ett ~r~ It» l'~~o ?,,.,.,. l•h:>tJc'.\ 
.~ . .',a? ';\:>N P''" i'J??l 7"~1/'f 

hl.i shnah : "The ma.in classE>o of wor k 
are forty s nve one; sowing;----
str i king with a ho.JlllOO r; etc. 
a.zr.ara : " R. Joha..".lall a.-1d R. Simeon 
t. Lakish occupied themselves ~'i.th 
th is chapter t i tree and one half yea.rs . 
They de~ced f r om it forty save one secondary 
classes for each o:~e. T_1at which t hey 
f ound to support(the n.ain cla ss ) they 
appliec {as a secondary class) to 
(t .e ma.in class of} strikinE vtith a 
hammer . ~ 

The hi gh esteem in which R. Joha.nan regarded the ki shnah 

did not prevent him fromexpress ing his CT.m opi nion although 

i t was contrar y to that of t he mishnaic halo.cha.ii. The f ollowing 

~No c~see 8% ?r essly state an opini on held by R. Joh.a.nan diver se 

from t hat of the ~ishnah. 

1 . Yer . ~a.bbath VII li. 2 
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l 
f' 'Jt : j.Jf\,. 1?'°) r... jt ~·fo IC' JI 'JJ\N 
, :J t l ;)")1;)(; lt 1';) J .A·?f J , ., 1411e 

;!J:A ~f ~k·~ l<'Vll )I •?t J , •• ,,,,,c 
.l<Jlt 1tr .J •ct:J '"' 

"The liisbnah i s contrary to R. 
Joha.nan ' s view: Two s tate that 
she was captured but she is pure 
and two say that she '1a.S captured 
but she i s unclean, she oan not 
marry but if she is marr i ed, she 
must not go out (the marr iage i s 
not annulled) . " 

~~~Jt, ;,1'1'>.j\ :;)IC~ f J~I' •n ')lflt
2 

. fJ1,c · j'~ Gr->!'4 '" " ~,) Jf 1/l -;,fcµf 
Slj 'ft tJf\11 'r"> rt Jc ;.•f;) j.J\'J,AH 

. 11~~/\ •af #Cflc J.y~H 
"R. Johanan said: A Seah of Heave
offering f ell in a hundred of 
common produce , all thi s makes of 
naught the others. Our Misbn.a:h is 
contrary to the vieVT of R. Joha.na.n. 
For it says: I t may render it subject 
to the law of Heave-offeri?lb only i f 
it is in the pr escribed pr opor tion." 

}bus we f ind that although R . J oha.nan revered the Mishnah 

as the divinely endowed wor k of t he early Sages, he did not 

hesita te to correct , elucidate, interpret , and deduce, and 

finally t o bring forth views contrary to that expressed by the 

1.Ushnah itself. 

However, in one light , a devi a t ion in pur pose fi'om that 

of Rabbi can be seen in the plan of R.Johanan. In his com-

pilation , Rabbi set down the opinion of each and every scholar 

although it might be opposed by a major ity view. His express 

I . Yer . Yebamoth X H. 4 

2. Yer . Te?'UI:lO th V H. 5 
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purpoGe was to be a l egal aid to the generati~ns that woµl d 

follow. Since he understood the vicissitudes of l i fe and the 

changing conditions t hat time r.ti.~t bring, he enabled the Beth 

Di~ of a later gene ration t o select that decision which lllight 

be considered more expedient in t he light of existing cond 1t1ons 
thoutb 1t ~e~e the vie~ or tbe mioor1t¥ 

rather than that of the majorit y. Thus all the opinions of 

scholars were i.'.lcL:ded in the Lishnah wi t l1 the selection of bhe 

mor e pr eferab le and more expedient ruling l ei't to the wisdom 

of the Beth Din. 

But in this . we find t hat R. Johanan di ffered from Rabbi . 

R. Johe.nan believed that a Beth Db co :.i ld .·ot i nvalidate the 

rulin~ of a Beth Din wh ich preceded it. 

l 
. l'l;>I\ 1· ~ _A•? ' '\~ \6~~ \1:>' ~ ttc 
"One Deth Din can not void the 
r uling of another Beth Din." 

T~is a bove ·i' otation i s i nte r pretet ed to mean that a rul ing 

which '':E.s decided by an early Beth Din could not be changed to 

suit the opinion of a lat er Eeth Din . 

Hov;ever that which rei.lly set awry the pur pose of rtabbi 

in his compilation were the rules established by R. Johana.n 

to <2cide which halachoth wer e to be accepted and the r ulings 

of •nhich Te.n::iaim were to be favor ed. J... discussio:. of t hese 

legal r ules wil l be taken up in the next chapter. Thus through 

1. Yer. Shebiith I n. 1 
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His bacic set of rules, the llishnah was tro.nsformed fromee. 

l oose l y woven t r oup of halachoth whic!1 permitted the use and 

disuse of divergent opL~ions , int o a code of fixed permanent 

statutes. 
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C!..12:'::?. 1 V 

As has been obse rvetl in the precE:lii11· ch r>ter , R. Jobana.n 

at t eillpted to de f i ne al.\1 establish a :.asi s fr leg:. l decisions . 

Ee ·.1ished t Le Uishnah of R. Judc.h I to !-e cons2d red ~ le~l code 

fron which one coula. _·e.-.dils select the a.ppl' c'.:.ble hz.l..:lcha.h out 

of the nsns diverse ~allll2.itic opinions quoted . He thus set up 

rules conc e ~ninr t he manne r of a rrivinr; at e. definite decis ion 

in those cases where tv10 or more Ta.nne.in were of di fferent op1n-

ions. 

Hi s a ppr oach to the i ntra.cacies o f the 1Jishnsh was simplified 

by his nro::imity i n time to its compiler and redacter, kbbj , 

and thus he was abl e to comprehend the r easonins of his pr e4-

ecessors in their l egalistic dialectics \7i thout need for fur-

ther inter pretation or elucidation of thei r views. .le \7i ll 

discover at times in his n:.les Uu.t a. r est atement of tlut which 

he haci been ta.U(;ht Ul' R.:.bbi anci his DUr!ler ous teachers who se legal 

decisions he a ccepted a s ~uthoritative. 

'.L1l1e I'irst b.:;.si c rule referred to those mishnahs which were 

quoted unonymously anci -.1e find numerous sources which mention 

that authorita tive norm. 

~ :>f'il f Jh J• ' ? I "l .. lt 

. r.;)JtH PJ\o:> 

1. dE.bbs.th 46a , 8 lb , ll2b 
Yebamotil 16a , 42a 
etc . 
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" R • .:-ol:anan s::i d : ~e h<::.la.ch:.i.t. 
is a ccord int· to the anOJlS11DOUs 
mishnah . " 

How did R. Joh.:i.nan a rrive at this principl e? His rea scniDG 

is ba.sed on the rule of r.n j ority opi~ion , as expressed by our 

soui•ces : 

11 ·,7her e :;.n i ndividual opinion 
differs from the uany , the 
Halachah is in accord \7i th 
the many ." 

1 

Since a.?l anonymous mishna.h is not a scribed to any par -

ticu le.r authority , nor has ans contrary opinion been consider-

ed. worthy o f r e cord , the anoeymous mishnah may log ica lly be 

assumed t o be the v ie\7 of the roo. j ority and on the basis of 

the rule quo ted above , authori tative . 

We i'urther fo llo,·; R. J ohanan ' s re~ sonill,f; when u e consider 

hi s two subsidiar y rules concerning anonymous misbru:.hs. The 

fi rs t of these is a modifica tion , statinc that ·~rhe re .::.n anony- . 

mous mishnah f ollows a d. ispute , i t is to be accepted a s a uthor-

itative . The s econd , e n apparent c ontr ad i ct i on , states t hat 

uher e u dispute f o llov;s a.n a nonymous mi shnah , the ha lach&.h is 

not in a ccord with t he anonymous mishnah. 

1 . ~eruchoth 9a , ~7a 
Yeba.moth 40a 
etc . 
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1 

'?"):> >i:>\-;'\ lJl\I ' '?"'\ ;Nit 'N 
r JtO.;:, ';) :> r';\ 1 h•· '") ")HIC~, ·01· 

Jc i\ j>l jCN'\":\ 'O\'~ ~IC .\\Jtl' 

~ .. h'l&.1 r)\o,';\'ht1pr e.h Jcl 

f Jo.:> °' :>f ~ J'l'I Jc:'" .Jqrf NI 
•n 1c1f.>-.·1c1 1c:i~ n 1141~? 

p.J\o 1~ '"lhlc1 J..jllfr.N jJhl' 
1" 1hlC/ f .l\o 'r.Ao;, ;"l ::>f i\ 

. fj\o-;, 9\:>fO) )•le .>.pifnN 

"Could R • .Joha.nan hi..ve said , 
' The balachah is in agree
ment \'li t h 3 . J ose , seeing 
that he s tated else»1here,' 
the ha.l acilah is in a g r ee
rnen t VTi th the anonymous 
mi sbnah ( :.:ia b be th 46a ) • • ~'he 
other replied , ' 'l'he one who 
pointed out to you this con
t radiction did not c~r~ mu<fll 
fo r (the quality of) flour 
(what flour he t;rinds) (he 
was ca r eless in his a r gu
ments) ,' This is an anon
.vr:iou s mi shnah which w~· s 
; o l l ov1ed by o. di S'9U te where 
the halachah doe s not agr ee 
with the anonymous mishnah , 
for R. Pa:pa and some say 
a. Johamn s t a ted. : t ·;lhen 
a disputed rul in; is fo llow
ed by an ::.nonymous one (in 
the sa.r..c. tlt&C t ot I :i r in 
tl:e ~rre order) , the hal
aohah 1 s in af>Teement with 
the anonymcr.is rul ing ; anon
ymous ruling follo·,1ed by a. 
cl s:p-.ite ' t.te h<i. la.c:'!S.h is not 
in agr eement Vlith t~e anon
ymous mi shnah ' •11 

3oth these sub sidiE.r.v r ules :ire a lro lased on the !)r in-

cipl e t hat the roa.jority vie\? p revai ls . ~ lor,ica l insi~ht into 

1. Yeba.mot h 42b 
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the Mishnah of Rabbi '7111 c larify this cont~ntion. The anonym-

ou s mishnah . a s cb ser,·ed 9.bove, was n?t stated in the Ila.!!Je of ans 

particular autho r ity , so tha t it may be ret\'arded as ~he v iew of 

the majority . Hovrever this does not hold true conmli=tely , fo r in 

ma.n,y cases we find that the anonymous mi shna.h -es but the minority 

o:iinion. For \m enever Rabbi co:10urred wi t h the dec5s j:.m of a Tanna. 

he quoted it anonymou sly , wheti:er it was tee majority or minority 

O"linion , so that it e i ght not be sa i d that since it "18.S but a.n i n

dividual view it should not be .re l i ed upon . Thus , log icE:.lly , it 

can be contended t hat s i nce im.ny minor ity opinions , as a.~inst t he 

nnjorit.v , were quot ed a s anonymous . when a di s:!_)Ute foll owed t he 

anonyn u s mi shnah , 1t showed dr~fj nitel~· tb.at t:ie a.non.vmous mishnah 

was but t~e opini cn of the minority which d i d not r.ave t he concur

rel"c e o f t he tn.:lj: r:it~• ~nd thus t he halachah coul d not be as tne anon

ymous r.i i sil.nsh. 

On the basi s of the s::.:-ne ::easoni~ , t ne '1r oof '.l f t he converse , 

" that w!:en an anonymous mi shna.~ f ollows a controversy , t he hal~cho.h 

is a.cc ordin~ t o ti..e anon.vmo~s ishnah ," is lo~ically c om) retens i ble. 

For when the d ispi.:.te is resolv ed by tile quotation of an anonymous 

mishnah , i t seems evicient that the di spute V72.S but th2.. t of i mUvi d

ual opinions \7llich in turn is ettled L,v the oresen.oe of the a.non

yinous mish.nah which i s the v iew c f the. many . 
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Thus an underst:..ndin:: of R • .iohanen ' s f irst rul e e.nd i ts 

subdivi sions must l e b- sed on :: criti ~a l ~ lysis of t i:e ?..:ishnah 

as ins~ituted oy the lfasi , Jud.M I, and its l cgic- 1 conco!dtanoe . 

However , more il!!port~nt , v7ere the nrfc i!.)les favoriu.· t he 

o~inion of one T?.nna in preference to ~other ·£2.lllla , that is , 

the rel.:.tive v .lidity R. J ohana.n assigned t t !:e dictU!:ls 'Jf t he 

L l"'1b1n 4.6'1:-

1 

V"" ;') 'Yllt 'l'lt ')°? ?~'t' .., "\N~ 
0>';11'»1 ~,.) ";), r~ ';\~ 11>' ' "')I "\'ICN "') 

'01' '>=> ';):>r"> '0/' '?'JI ';), I;')' '?') 

'01' '?")'=' :;"i:>)t1 'o 1• ''>/ N ~1 f-j lei 
fljW? ~J1f ;)~I;)' '1 P• jW? ~e.';\ 
•Jlc. ~e, 'ol' 1NJc, It"' ?'N 'OI' '?" 

•f>"'I:> :).)fo ~"'"~ ·1 1 '01' '?') ~hi~ 
•n,phJ' 1?"1 'lftl<: ic9\C ')fl/t1 '01' 

~1r.l' ·.,, ~.>)'tt fr<Nt '?"\I O\~ I~' 
fl(ll? 1~·f ;i'J91' ·;o"l P'f"? F.lltt1 

' ;>" l;)f \c ' .. i'lt . lc.'i ?'N 'O/' '? 'l 

. If~ 1~1J t,''11 ')'jtH 

" :l • . Jaco·o ba r l d i i n the name 
of R. J ohannn: (e.) In :?.11 in
s tances \7:.ere R. Meir end R. 
Jehuuah differ , the h:?.lachah 
pre'IG. ils a.ccordi!lf; to R. Jeh
ud2.h , whereve r R. J ehudcll and 
R. Jose differ the h.. l acba.h 
is a ccording to R. Jose and 
so nrucil : 1 ire •:!hen (b ) R. Meir 
and R. J ose differ , t he hal.2.ch
ab orevails accor d ing to R. Hose 

(a) Erubin 52 i; Ketuboth 60 t
('6 ) Sanhedrin 27 a 
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for , if R. Jehud::l.h is given 
preference o'fer R. Meir and 
R. J ose over R. Jehudah , then 
certa i nly R. Jose has pr efer
enc e over R. 1Ieir . Said R • 
.A.ssi, ' From this I can i nfer 
that where R. Jose and R. Sim
eon differ the halachah pr e
vai ls a cc ordi ng to R. J ose, 
for R. Abba s~id in the name 
of R . Johana.n ( c ) that where
ever R. Si:neon and R. H.ehudah 
differ , the opini on of R . Jeh
uda.h prevails~ As a matter of 
course , 1 f B. Jehud .h is gi ven 
pr eference over R. Simeon , n. 
J ose is certe.inl;T more compe
t e11t authority t 'ha.n R. Simeon. ' 
How is it when R. Ueir and R. 
Si :eon differ ? This question 
is not dec5.ded . " 

I t can be contended t hat in the establish!:.ent of this rule , 

R . Jocha-"lall borrowed from the :::ir ejud) ces and follo'70d closely 

the oyi nions oi the ea rly sa.res . For R. Joh2.!l3.Il rrey be ruly 

conside: ed n tr;...diti ll<! list \Tho ~~lted t he e. r ly sa£;es over 

all t he schol a rs of h is day , as he of ten re~ked: 

re. 1 J ') 1 ~1 ?•6 \Jh•· '?"' .. ic 
. f •j l')hlt n .. 10' "\;)N f 1J1e.1n 

l 

11R. Johana.n se.id : The n:?..il of 
t r.e former saf;ES j s be tter than 
viscera of the 12.ter ones." 

(o) Besa 27a. Becor oth 11·a 

1. Yoma 9b 
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I t seems incongruous on the b'? sis ;. f ... leg l sy ::tern tt.E.t one 

should select the decisi on , :· o~·e ..'P.r.!la in all cf~ses -.1here he dis-

!JUtes mth at.other , and in turn select t he latter in )?re ference to 

a thi rd . The onl>• f ounduti 1n fo r s'l;cL a sel ecti .n can be fo'l;.l:d in 

a cceotl"d tradi ti !:n whi c~: is la.r r.-e- ly prej'1•dicial . For of all the 

pv.pils of R. A.kiba . R . 1!e 1 r , lmovm fo:- b is brilli:?.nce o f thought 

and p roi'undi t~ of re:1.son , via.s not c on d ci.ered ;-v.thori tat iv~ although 

l:e exce lled his colle.'lf;'ue s i n his eruditUn ... n~ depth o f di=.lectios. 

Ou the other band , R. Jose , in all ca.ses 77here he d 5 ffered m t:1 

h is c ontel!lp':lrarie ~ , i t ·;ras i1is deci sion t hat was a6.ppted . I t oan-

no t be SU'!)po sed t r.at i n t he ca ses of t he a bove two T~inl , the re 

could be :u1 underl;; i n · legcl system which disquali f ieG !)er se 

R. f.!ei r ' s vie\>76 and a.cc el)t <>d R. n:ose's. M.y contE-ri tion is tha.t R. 

J o!-£ru'.n , vri thout h;..vi?l{; recou rse to :::. l egalistic b~sis , in ce rt3. in 

cases of Ta.nnaitic dispntes , borrowed f r om the nrejudicial oonsid-

eratious of the et>.rly sagC' s , especi!'\lly t hose of Jud· h I . 

I r t h e life of R. ~eir , t here wer e c ert~in contributin,~ facto r s 

vtnicb may h ve disqualified hif.'! :ier sona lly , :_.nd t hus h is vie-.•1s, in 

the eyes of his cor. te.:ipor-<.1rie s • The rabbis of \-.is ti~·e lc.,~d 

upon the assoc i ~tion with heathens a s ~ r e li i Jus violc.t i on, as ha. s 

l been sho·nn a.bove • R. ~eir , contra.r~· t o t he exi s ti:l · view , is sa id 

i. er. P · t 9 
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to have lived on f riend ly t e rms 'tti th heo.t hen scho lars With 

·mom h e h:.d religious controversies . He vias espec i.Lt lly in

tim te with ti1e Gr eek ph1loso?her,]luonymous of Ged. ra , t o 

whor:i he pa.id •. visit of cond~lenc e on the d e.:. t h f the lat

t e r ' s p~.rents.l 

Ae in in his a. s :;.oc iat i on •.1itr. t he a9ostate Eli sha ben 

Alru.yab (Aher} did ~. l..teir c r ou se the m l? t h of his 01.nternp-

or ::i.ri e s . For ofallElisha. ' s fo rmer collec.gues a nd f · iends , 

he ·,lone , I>Erhaps i n t he hope of rec lair.li ng him t o ltudaism, 

contin·· ed. to foster his ~:ieudshin a nd ci.i s cuss with h i m sci en-

tific tre:::.tises , not heed i ng t he remonstrances of some: p i Jus 

r ebbi s who re~arded t hds ass :i c i a tion wHh se-.·ere suspicion. 

R. Jle ir ' s l ove for this a..,') sta te '.'las so r,r el. t that on his dee th 

he snr ecd h i s m:.nt l e ove r his friends g rave e if oonsort inr; 

vnth the powers that be to s~a.re thi s re~ t ss -e , condPT:!!led by 

2 
t he r a bbis of th.at time . 

Still anot h• and possi b l y a mor t import.ut f actor \'RS 

his controversy ~ith R Simeon bcn Game.lie! II. He was even 

i nduced to leave B:i.lestine because of t he c onflict ;·1i_ich a rose 

between him and t:le P:...tria:ceh . R . Si meon wd.sheci to institute 

l . •utb aabba Z:13 

2 . HaJ:"iga. 15b 
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a change jn 1-he cerer:: n i& l 1f t he &nl1E'd rin which would '"ive 

more honor t.o himself t han to th e jud[;e ~nd .. eader . R. t:eir and 

R. Na than, t he ~uds·e , felt offended a t tins ue\7 arrange ent end 

determined t o show R. di !lleon ' s unfi t r- e s s fo r Ms office by con-

foundint; :!ii · wi t i. dj ffioul t ~lachic ques t i ins vrhich he \70uld 

be ~ble: to answer . I ::iforr:ied of !;bis conspi ·acy , 3 . Si!!'leon 

expelled th• '!n fro:n the Sa.nl::ed r i n but he could not ' revent them 

fro~ '1l'i t i ng diff icult questions and dist ribut)ng th em amoll2 

tile members. Compelled t o r eadmit both R. lfathan c..nd R. l.ieir, 

he contrived that :hei r neme s should no t be recorded in the ord-

i ru:.nces enac t ed by him. R. lfathan su: mi tted but R. !.feir cont 1n-

ued to embarra ss the Patriar ch by _ddressint; to hi m difficult 

questions . \~1en e t last t he .Patria rch threa tened exoonmrunic~ 

a.tion, he answered , 11 1 do not ca.re for your sentence unless you 

can prove t o o e on \7hom . · n what · r ounds , and under what cond.1-

tions exc >:::m:nmic...tion may be !;mposed ," and h e then l e f t t:11e San

hedrin. 1 

Thus we r:a,y conjecture tila.t due to t he inf luence of the Pat-

r ia.rch . f{ . Simeon ben Gaw.lie l II, who degraded R. t:eir be f r. re 

his coll eagues , and added t J t he fact f h i s a ssociat i on with per-

sonalities scorned by the se collea.r;ues, R. llteir's legal iecisions 

·,7ere placed under suspic i on and h is e.i;.thorj t y que st i oned. 

l . Yer . J.toto. . Ke.tan 11: H.l (".111na ) i ~ora;o th 13b 
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A still t'urt: er i.l:sibht into <;hi s ~uesti rn is shovm by the 

followi ns source \'lhich offers an e:z:pU:nat i ~:i for t he disquali-

f i cat i on o; R. Me ir bs his c ontt m~orar ie s , tho~~h it seemi~ly 

has no l ogica l b:i s is . 

l 
·J~r ,,~ ·1 .,r~ 1cJ·Jh ,? lthlt ,.~ 
t')IC\? )•~t rr}~>) r.)'911 i,.J.t 'H 

1tf ~N 'JaN 1.J.11P "\'ft~ '?'l f (. 
1·.., 'i>~ ,r,,. ~r" ? i.N1r:> ~*") '"?~ 
'),.lit fc mt . l.}.'t? ru {1 ~IN1 ( 
f'J~ 1f i)lt1NI '"'lt9)6 f.N6 f" 

·. f'Ja lb ~l~">NI lt~ij 1l~b flf' 

"R. J.ha. bar Hanina said: It 
i s lmovm t o Rim , i'lho said one 
V10rd antl the world was cre:it
ed , that i n the genera tion o f 
R . lleir tl~e re was not one who 
was h is wqual; but vihy do not 
the halachahs p r evail according 
to his decisions? Because hi s 
colle~-ues could never a rr ive 
a t the conclusion of ~is dec
r ees . i f he decided that a 
thi~ ..-ihich was unclean ·.7a.s 
c le::.n , he pr c ··ed it to them 
by :.. r~son , 321d i f he decid
ed tha t a ';Jun-; ... m.ich was cl ean 
"as unclean , he proved i t o.lso 
by re:isoni~.· 

The pr oof th&t R. Johanan followed the ~redilec t. ion of 
t he early sa.ges , and t he f a.c t that he \'las a713.re o f thei r 

i.. 3.rubin lS b 
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view o4ncern1ng R. i:eir, is se en i n t he f ollo :i np c ompar1-

son v1hich he oake s betueen R . Eoeha.iah and R . l!eir . 

l 

'?"\:> I'll~? lt'H.llt •n ;jJh1• "\"It 
111~(> "l'ltN ' ?') '>Iii, n1"i ? "l ' ICN r JO fl ,Jf(l'~ 111?f'i 1f=>• 1S 

I r .'.) I /cf It •"{ t lF 1i' i ?F- i.JrH 
. J.i\"t~ /lo ft ~l/fJf 1·..,?f\ 

"R. Johanan said~ As was R. 
Yeir in his gene ration , so 
ms R. Bosbaie.h i n hi s d.a.y . 
A.a ·m t l: R. 1:e1r , the colleagues 
of bi s d y could no t a r rive 
at his final decisions , so it 
was with R. Hoshaia.h· His 
col:eagues could no t fa.ti1orr. 
h i s ult i ~ a t e c one lus i ons." 

The que :: tion then a.rises , i f tr.e ha.la.chah is no t in 

a.ccorci. with R. Meir , how cs.n the bal a chah be in accord with t h e 

anonymou s mishnah . 2 since !l . Job2.nan s t a tes t bat "an anonymous 

. "'- - ." t -:> ., • II 3 nus ........... 1 res s on n o ..... e1r . However this cont ··edi c tion may .be 

resolved since we are a'\7a.re that R. ~eir vra.s ·out t he compiler 

o f t he anonyoous misillla.hs a nd that t h ey a.11 do not re s t on hi s 

ovm vie,1. JJany e nonym-us mishnahs are even l&.ter t han R . l!eir , 

and J3.11:1 even oppo se :•is s:· s t em. 

l . ~bin 53a 

2 . Sabba th 4 6a 

3. S'l.Ilhedrin 8&a 
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l 

;)'J? 'j~ =>.hit• ~"'ii ~h~(~ 

J.r J.lt J i)C,M.. ···.P'J/1't ~';) 10 

~10 ~-"'? GM. (=> "111tt ';)j\? 

") NIC Ol:>N IO . f •'(?llt J\lt 

. P'.JJ#le t;)IO ")'It~ '?'l P~N 

"lf e man s laught erect <- cow and 
then two of its o ffspr illff t he 
incurs eight y stripes--- ; if 
h e sl ~:ur;btered t he cow, then 
its offspring-' s of f sprins and 
then he a f terriard slaushtered 
the cow' s o ffspr ing he i ncurs 
fort y s t riryes . Symrna.chos says 
in the name :; f R. ~eir: He 
i nci-.rs eii;;r.ty s t ripes.• 

R. J ose, i n d irect compar i son t o R. :.:eir , was exal t ed 

over his cont~orar i e s and because o f . . is sharpness of mind 

was meritoriou s of being considered. t he au tho r ity of c is period , 

a desit;nat i on a.t t ribi.: t ed t i::i r.irn \"'Thile he was still o. live. ben 

mo r e convincing is the fact tilat R. Simeon ben <km9.l i el I I, 

thour;h an i nt imate f riend o f :t. Jehuda.h, never tiieless taught t he 

halaoha.h a s R. J ose, in a ll pl aces wbere he di sputed mth hi~ 

co l leasues , even :n pr eference 1'o R. Jehudah· 

l. Hullin 62a 
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1 
'?')I [~ll.;)' '?'I!:) Y'? <?.i~ ";)t '1N 

f>''1'f t t~fl I~'(? }'?ION 1'5>t. 'OI' 

•n? ·or . .,,f f'?t."l )-·ic .Pl' ;\ 

~IW "Y?1f vtd1 j"OoJ (JI~') 
";\}It Pl' I f I' ' :>?' 1\" ')~IC . fJ'"l"?t\ 

:\'! ~!~ 1 '?") 1J~l "1?1 ? ?hN 

'?' '°'"' ??.IV~ ~jle )'( ::>'6 I 

j\ It ~ l ?::>l r r · . !.I~? -;)~I';) I 

~\:>"It r ·~ .} .-?? 'N" 'i}:lr.N~ 
rt?f"I f'1 •14th 11t•1 1tNt l''oaJ 

13~ Jt~ l')HIC . J\nRf ;)?r~ 
. •o,. '?'">-=> ..,=>r';) ll?'fe =\ '6 ft~ 

"I t once M. :>pened that i.. Si meon be· 
Ge.maliel , R. Jehud.Ah an~ R. Jose 
wer e sitting on the eve of SabbEth 
and partaking of a meal in the 
city of Acco and ··nen the Sab-
bati: was c.bout to set in, R. Bim
eon ben Gnmal iel said t o R. Jo se 
t he Greet : ' Wouldst tnou d1. s-
ire t hat .•e clear off the t a ble 
and ec t i n conformity with the 
ovinion o~ our co llea.~e, R. 
Jehudab?' Replied R. J os e. : •or
dinarily thou \70Uldst fa-;o r my 
decrees in preference to t hose 
of R . Behudah , now thou favor est 
his decree in pr eference to mine. 
'i'lill he even do viol ence to t he 
queen 'be fore me i n th~ house? ' 
(3sther 7:8) Rejoined R. Si.neon 
ben G~maliel : True ! _et us rather 
not in~errupt tile mea l , for if 
the disciple should observe thi s , 
they might e stablish the or din
ance for fUture cenerations. 
l t "lla.s sa id t h.... t t ;:ey did not 
leave their places until it was 
deci ued that the :aa.la.chah 
should prevail ~ccordi?lb to 
R. Jose ' s opinion." 
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l 
Thu s R. J onhsna:l . who . a s ·.n l l be sho·.-n belo•.1 , res11ec t ed 

R . Si.neon ben G~liel f or his '7i sdom and th· s esta".. lisi1ed t be 

ha.l a chah a s him, a.ga i n accept ed h i s vie~ end tLat of the other 

sage s , i n prefe~riue R . Jose. 

The f ol l owi ng s our ces add to t he oa-...se s whici: o n be cited 

e.s the r-: sis for tLe :oe l ec i on of R. Jose a.s t :.e a'!;.tl. rity o f 

h is ?eriod . For a ccordin- to t !'e r alii..i s , R . Jo se m.-de no l ef!$.l 

decisi ·m '.7ithG\;t c:...refUl cor-s·de!'~ti n of tr.e iSsues . 

! 

ltf . tc.•• 1~t1 
• :>'-;) I.) "f It 

'Ol' "):> It f It J.h 
,~·j'H ~f pp'(~ 

.IN"t 171.N'J 'OI' 

"ln tr\;th , this i s :iot so ; R. Jo se 
never said thi s • But (Rallba) as
erted this in t he name of R. J ose 
so that (R . J oseph ) sh ou l d l isten 
t o him; for it vas kllo m tfl..at they 
appl ied t o R. Jose, ' his dep th i s 
·:Ti th him'• (lie has de e.., rea sons 
f or wnat eve r he says and so be '126 

fino.l author ity and the halachahs 
preva iled accord i ng to h is o -,inion. )t 

Even Babbi , t he t eacher o f R . J och'.l.112.n , s t a t es his pref-

erenc e o f 3 . J oee over the oth er TanDaim , i nc lurll.ng R . t!ei r , 

because of his fa cul t:: of 1r o fou.:1d r e soni n_:. 

l. See ~e 63 

2 . Bruoi n 51.a 
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1 
•1 'lq_ 'l~ltN '?'l? t.""') l'Jaf ')IWJt. 

''?'\ (¥ (·~\," Ullt '-'It )Cj'.Jhl ')'ft,. 

'n:> ~:>r'l "'I~ Ir '?"\ 'It'> ~~ 10/
1 

\Cr 11..M '.J? f't ,r 'lHlt ? 'O,. 

l"f"'J 1.A•tn fN f•/t. . 'O/' '1 Jlt .ii 'tt'l 
.//('6 17110J 'OJ' .., lt 1J..A~ 11H1 

"R. Simeon , son o f Rabbi, said 
to him: se ei ng that R. Ueir 
a.nd R. Hanina of Ono take a dif
ferent s tand from R. J ose , what 
was Rabbi ' s re£'.son for sa:;"ing 
that the hal ~ ch:ili fo llo;;s R . 
Jose? He replied: say nothing 
my son , say nothi ng ; you 1cve 
never seen B. Jose . Had you seen 
him ( ;·ou would know ) t hat h e a l
ways ra d gaod &round.s !'or his 
views (his depth is -::1th ~~n ) . 
For so it lia s been tar: ,..,ht a : 
R. J ose a l ·.78.ys h2.d his r e sons." 

Since all tile early sa.t-:es almost unaui. ')'"-Sly concurred in 

the belief of R . J ose 's SU?renacy ovcl' 1 i s colle;_gues , and 

par t · cularl~ ::i nce Rabbi , the tea.cl.I:.'!" :; f R . 0:-oc:.. .:ian • s youth , 

Li ise l f ielieved this , it is uo t 5'"-r"lrisi.JlR t i'lat R. Jocronan 

would est:ibli u1 l. J ose ' s :prinac~· in legalistic i l ect i cs as 

a pr iuci !>le . 

I n t he rule which favor s R. J ehudah in preference to R. 

Si:!leon , ue again find R. Joch. an basins his s -lect i on on the 

opi nion of t ho se ser;es rlho precetehim. But here we can derive 

the above ~reference on de~uctive re saning. We h ve seen 

1. Gittin 67a 
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l above t hat t he h.'.llachn.h s do not preva: l acoordi~; to R. Mei r; 

thus -.·1h en R. lleir and R. Jehuda.h dis~.lte, t!: e ha l acbah is in 

uccc rtl wit.h R. Jehud.M. We tilen e. re '\ware f t h e sourc e whi ch 

menti ns the fact that R . Al~i't.a h imself r~nired J. . Simeon after 

R. Mei r. 

2 
'il\tt f::> "W'~ S\.Jl<J&. 'l~ tt? "l"IC 

It?'?¥ ~) 1·~·Ji(h )Jc. ~J1'1' ~f\ltl 
'llf/t • l'"JIQ. '?"" j\lt/ 1'ttN •n .Alt 

.?f·f\./\ '\' ltlf '?., ?l' 

"~· 1le. said: Fol"!'.1erly , evt ryone 
would ra.nk b is st-..:d ents :?.S did 
R. A.k1 be \71th R . Ueir and R. 
Simeon. Be said.: R. Meir sat 
first. tt 

Thus on the lnsis of syllog istic r ea sani rl(; , if R. Jehudah 

is preferred over R. J.ieir , and R. !:eir i s favored over R. SimBOn 

by Akita himself ; \70Uld not R . aehudah be f:;.v or ed over R . Simeon! 

1 do no t f ee l that l have overstepped the bound s o f l ocic i n my 

p r oof of t he above , si!1ce uur Talnrudic soi.;rce
3 

borrows o f its 

use in th e d e<l:.;c';i Jn of sor.:e of its rules . 

However , contra.tiicti"n seems eviient . If a ccordinr ~ o 

t h e pr inci ples t l iat one does not establis~ t h e h.3.12.cha.h as R. 

4 
J.leir in disputes with liis conter.llJ ... r a riee , hov1 na.n R. lieir be 

i. See pa.Ge n 

2. Yer. Sanhedrin 1, 19a 

3. Brubin 46b , cf page 70 

4 . See ~ge 7t 
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favored over 9 . Simeon. But s i nce be ~1as ranked over a. s~..,,... 

eon by R. ~be , the Ra"obi s of that time were l oath t o esteb-

l ish the halz.cb h a s R. Simeon , t hey therefore lef t it undec-

ided 

l 

'? "\I "\'ltN ?'"> 11\f IC:'t?JC 
! l'j''h ? · ~ 

"J.. que Etion was posed : How is 
it w en R. Meir and R. Simeon 
differ1 This question is not 
decided .• 

Still in the establishment of t hese rules , vre do not find 

complete agreement , for as I have oont t nded , a princi l e can-

no t be so gene:-alized and yet be so dog atic in it s essence. 

For i n ~he same source quoting t hese re.nnaitic preferences, R. 

llesh~rshia brin.:·s in the con tent i on that Rab did not ~ct accord-

i.ng to such rules. 

l . Brubin 46b 

2. 3rubin 46b 

2 
J ·ir, 'j()~ l:;\J)\'~ lt•t."l\lf n "\lfle 

1c.1o1'Me It;\ 1 lt'\.'\tN ·r-f ~· r 1tJ.i 
'l? <l ;J ~f 'IH~ ~"? }JJi;i IC"" 
uf 1; Ji•ll1J\dt\ J\t"\!h 'tf :;iN~ 

1'.lfl l?'\ll I r'?°l~ .j\jt,')t ./i illJ.il;il 
./t"Wf4 IC ''> .}.· "'111tc e r t J\1J~J' t\Q 

..}11J11 hil p'HJ S\NY J\1.Ji11t \>11 l"1f'l 
i-:> "1•1' n i 111t 1 , '~ P'I 1; JI nlOIC r"' ''"Mt 4>:> v:> fil ~-. ,... ,~,,t 
.,, ..1t..,,,t 1t 'ill ~1,.,. '? ;\'r" ~·r:) 
~flt 'i\l!l"iY ';:) ~~f"!I \llNct. ")I "i'l~I~ ' 

. n;Jjl er ll"e 11ci 
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ltff.. Mes.b....r shia said: All these 
rule& are of n a ccount . (De
cisions should be made 3ccordi nc 
to thL dicta\.es of one s o-.m und
erstanding) . What dJes R. 1!esh
e.rshia use a s pr oo :i:? :1hi 11 we 
sey , as we lnve learned : To 
what can i t ce likened? I t is 
like three courtyards opening 
one into t he other and also O'JE ni~ 
into t he public do··~in. I f t he 
two (outer ) coul'ty::.rd s !112.de Q-ub 
With that in t he middle . i t is 
pennitted acces s t o them and they 
to 1 t ; but t he t·:10 oute r court
yards a re f orbidden access one to 
the ot her. R. Hama.

2
bar Gu.rt said. 

in the name of Bab: T~e hala.ch-
ah is as R. Simeon . And with miom 
does he dispute? Wif1 R. Jehud.a.hl 
&.nd did we not lea rn : R. Jehud
ah and R. Simeon- - the h2..lachah 
is in accord with R. J ehudah. 
Thus it co?:1es t o teacl1 u s that 
we decide accord.inc to our under
standinc (not rule; ).• 

4hother "'1'inciple pertained to ~lb.:ui Sineon be Gam.:iliel 

of whom R. J ocluna.n suil , ''The hala.chah is in <:.ccord '7ith him 

e~cept in t hr ee c~ ses , t hat of surety , 4 of Sidon5 , and the 

btter proof6.• 

l.l!is.hnah ~bin 4~ 

2. Erubin 49b 

3 . ~rubin 46b , cf p...ge 70 

4: . Baba a.. thra. l 74a 

5. Gittin 75a 

6. Sanhedrin 3la 
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1 

phi• , .. ,, ~Jf\ ""~ 1? an ,lilt 

1.1\.J~N? ~"?e.., i\Jl" f>'rN r:i 
..,,~ ... , \~ · ~/ '?")JIJ 'fJti, l.A1~:> ~ ;,f<;> 

. "i>Jntll~ 

"Babbah b . Be.r F..anah stated 
in the name of R. J ocbanan 
tbat wherever R.Simeon b . 
Gamaliel r eoords a state
ment in our llishnah, the hal
ac~h is i n ~ccord.a.nc e with 
him exce~t in matters of sure~y , 
o« Sidon , and of the l a t ter 
proo ; ." 

In order to asce rtain t he underlying cause o~ t his legal 

pr eference , i t is necessar y to proBres s by negative anal-

ysis and ded.·lloe first of all vfrcy the hala.chah -:-as not in 

a.coord with ;t . Simeon ben Ga.ma.liel in the aforement i oned 

three cases . \Ve find t:tat R. Jochanan laid down the prin-

ciple that wherever you find an individual who was lenient 

and the 1muy Ytho s.re stringe:11t , the ha lac hah i s in a cco:-d 

with the stringent Yiewpoin t Which i s tilB.t of t he majority . 

2 
IJ~t· 1

) "'llllt '1\1~ "\ "? ,.,. ';IM --.Nit 

\p•tt ~·11• lcjtfl ~J\ltt r1rt1 I~ 
j •'>'Nh/f • '"i?~~ b\;i 1•'Yf4M f' ' ? "\ t 

1c i\'f¥ '1t 0>"1 1tQ. UN fih p":>nN~ 
. 1<?'1¥.., ·-.~~ ~t \'>'~!vi r11:111 1 fr,. 

"Babbn.h b . Ba· F..anah stated i n 
t he na1~e of R. Jocl1o.na.n that 
wherever you f i nd an individual 
who is lenient , a.nd t · e ~..:.my 
who :;.r e s t r i ng ent , t he bn.la.chab 

l . ~_:: ... 1~ 3~~~ Bechorot 24a , etc 
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is aocordi nr to t he st~ingent 
many exce t 1n the follo·.7ing . 
that even thoUb}l R. Aki.be. is 
lenient and t he sages a re st rin
gent , the halschah i s VTi t h B • 
.A..kiba." 

By invest i ge.t1on of the three oa ses in which t h e halach-

a.h do es uot fo l l ow R. Simeon ben Gamaliel, according to t h e 

rule of R. J ochs.nan , we oan r ee.dily observe t he above priLc i p l e 

a t work. The i'd.ll c itation of these ca ses and t heir ~la.nati on 

will ~bri fy ::.nd pr ove my contention t hat wher_ever R. Simeon 

ben Gamaliel was 11:-nien..t and dispute<i mth th~ ~goe s who were 

more stringent , the halachah was in accord wi th t he Sages. 

1. Gitt i n 74b 

1 
1JJ\.hl JiJ H h ?' 't ·'"'Fl ~ ~ "l,.lt Pit 
!.A'f'1'ft , u·~G ~1c ~~i'k1 U\·f~3·1c ·r 
')Nfl, flt•f,.f /;- ~1'1~ f"I . ;>i ~~l'-j' It?•~ 

()e. t ,.r ('' ?e i -;1~1 ';\' fll~ .1k 1f IN\ 
~ •·w1 1.ilt~I "lt11<e ~f\~i' \1·3? •,u 
~~fitl, :J\'f<, jf 'l 'J.l\j.t Ju~ ·~ ?''~ 
.v'.i1 -1\lt 1• ~ r '-':tt\ n1J1<1 l.l·K~·lt 

"If a,rren says to his ·:1ife , • Her e 
is your Get, on condit L n tha.t 
you r:i ve me m.v robe ;' a.no his 
r obe was l ost , we rule that he 
me~nt his ~ -r t i cular r obe and 
no t h i nt; else . !L Gamalie l says 
th- t she c1J.n ·ive him the money 
val ue; end {in confir·na.ti on) 
R. Simeon ben Gamalie l further 
said that a case ba~pened i n Bi~~n 
where a rnan sa id to his wife,' 
' T'.i' i s i s your ~et on condit i on 
tha t you g ive me my robe ;' and 
his r obe '7aS lost , and the sages 
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831d t lia t she should g i ve hiJJl 
t h e money vo.lue o f it." 

In t h i s f irst cas e , \le find t he ha.lachah in accor d with 

t h e Saf;es vme r e t~ey a r e mn re st r i ngent, sinc e t hey decJ.are 

t h e.t t he wife nm s t return the r obe on l :-i . i f she wist.es to be 

divor ced ; while R. Suneon ben G2.lll:ll iel s t a t es t hat she may 

g ive ·_ s a subst i tut e t he mo?lcy va lue of til e gu l'lient . 

Let u s no·:r l ook i nto the second. ca se , of t t.e latter 

pr oo r , wllere again R. Si!!leon ben Garoo.U el i s more l enient , \'fnen 

he dec l a r ed t:.e validity of t he evi denee p r oduced late , -nd 

t t e !L.1.achah f ollows t he 3:;.bbis , who I:la.de l a t e t e st i mol.ly or 

doc'1ilr.lente.r ;r •roof voi d . 
l 

f''~l' ·~ \'It 1111Jtl P ·~ y ~?';I 1~ .._ 

il 'ft.1 •I }'JC' "'IHlrt ";\' lt"I 1«111 iHlt1 
•"'!)) f'l lS ~1NI ~'11 "'1 jt '?;'l //lj "'lhlt rl 
~ ~~· ';) l'f fi> fl.) "lNlt . f'll:> IJ'~ ">~ 
r·~~· ,t~' ' ,.,.," ,r c.:t ·-n r " ';) ~.'t 

_ .,,.,.~, tr'3!11 ,.,.,c 1 ,r ~~ .. ,~,, """"' 1rr 

If t !;ey ( the j ud ; es ) h:3. ve sai d 
to h i m (the H tige.nt ) ' Brint; 
\7itne s se s '; and he a nswer ed , 
'I ?-.av e none ' ; or '!r i nr pr oof '; 
and he r ep l i ed , 'I hav e none '. 
Ye t sub sequen t l y he pr oduced 
proof or f ound ,.ti t !le s ses ; i t i s 

1. Sa.nheJri n 3l a 
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of no va lue . Sa.id R. Simeon ben 
Gmnaliel, ' What is he t o do t hat 
did no t kn0\'7 th:.t witnesses wer e 
avai l.able, but foun~ t hem aft ~ 
'70. rds; or tl"iat t here \'1'aS nr oci' , 
yet discovered it later. ' " 

Final ly , i n the last case of B. Jochanan ~ s pri nc i p le 

;ie:. 11.n~ m t :i the guarantor , we can ascer t cd.n mor e conclt;.sively 

t he contention t hat R. Bimeon ben Gamaliel bei~ mor e len-

ient to the gus.:-'.lntor t han the Sages , t he ba.lachah wa s declared 

in fa vor of tb.os~ disputants ·nho were in the r.ia.jni ty and who 

were m0re stric t in their deci s i ons . 

1 

'('\~ ~f ?'11 ·~ · fy n• ~ .Mc. 1l,J',i:\ 

~1a 1c e. .A.JN r-.. 1 '4Jt r 1c . ?'\ ~ ";) Jt4 
:))fJ? . ?l't'l }N '()~' <;;>i1~e 'NN 

';\)In r •o:>J /·~er P'-,''* P'"'~:t 
·'?'11'i\ I~ n-;t icf ~,r f r·•:>..1 ~· \?1c 
1 

l'">~ ' ~1 ff f'O:U ~t. 'd f1 r/c ll?j'I 
"ltUlt rlt.rM~ 1? \'""t 1n . 1~?ri'l '" 
~J 1h~t ;) j ~fl/t :;i1if f' 'O:>J ~· f'lt 

\'ilr• ~""~· ~r 

• If (a man I lends (money I t o 
another on a gua rantor's sec
ur ity , he (must ) not eic.a.ct 
p:a.ymeut froM the ~antor. 
if, however, he said, •on t he 
conditi Jn th:l.t I niay e."2.ct 
nayment ; rom ·born I v11 11; ' 
!>ayment !!lt!Y be exacted from 
t he guarantor . This U>w a~plies 
only to thP. case wher e t he debto r 
has ~roperty i p:1.yment from the 
guarantor ma.y not be exa.cted. 

1. Baba. Bathra l 73b 1' 1 74a 

- 87-



hd (in the c~se of) a kal:c.elan 
(a gu.·~rantor •.mo acc e'Ots uncon
ci i ti .na.l :-es ,~nsii.lillt:· ), even 
thour;h the de!>tor ha s property , 
pay!tlent mu.et be ex_cted from the 
Y.nbbela.n. R. Si~eon c en Gamal
iel said, 'If t he Lcrr0\7er m s 
pro~erty , p yment ~~v be exacted 
neither from the one~ f r om the 
other ."' 

Tllus from the three ca ses cl ted and their evident concl u-

sion , it is ascert~inable that in formi?lb his rule concerning 

R. Simeon ben GLJ"laliel , R . Jocknan m'l.de use of a previous 

principle o f hls ovm wh' cl favored t ile decisi ns of the strin-

gr:nt T03.jo rity over t Le view of the indi vidu.c . .I. which shoVled more 

leniency . 

However on the other hand , Tihen we examine a t ra ndom thos e 

c~ses where R. Simeon ben Gamaliel is a cc epted , we find his op-

inion t o inva riably coincide wit! t i.e s tricter vi e··· , and the 

scho b r s a.re t ho E.e who hold the lenien t 0··1ini ~ n . 

1 . Ketuboth 77& 

l 

ljll< j•~J:> l'IC fNIN I? 1~f1Jf. e.'~ 
l 'NI~? /t ·~ ? f'?t.1 1Nlt . lt'1Af 

1·0•=> r·t·~t<> t>mJP \?tc r:l'?" 
. ft · °'!>!~ /Jltlt 

'*A ?ll3Jl , in whom bod ily defect z h 2.v c. 
arisen, c !llUlOt be compelled t o di 
vorce (his \'li fe ). R. Si7.eon b. 
Gaoaliel sai d : Thi s aprylies onl y 
to minor defQcts , but in res~ect 
t o r::aj ; r de f ects he cl-Il be com-
pelled to divorce her ." 
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In t he a bove c~se , R. Sineon oen Gaml?.liel requires •he 

divorve tf bodi l y dt f ects arise \?hile t he Rabb i s contend t h.at 

a man ca '1!ltJt be compelled to di·;orce his n i fe . '.:: us R. : och

anan, followiilti h i s set princ1 9le , selec ted t e dee Hi .n a s 

~ . Sir.~on ben Gazn..aliel . 

Other cases m~ be ci t ed to further t he proofs for t Le 

rules o f :a. Joc banan,. However , I believe tbat enoU{)h sources 

were mentioned to f i rst illustrate t ::e rule and t i.en g i ve i ts 

underlyin~ re~ son cud purpose . We can observe in these rules, 

especially in t hose 'l'Thich gave e !)reference t o t ne dec isions vf 

ce1·t:.:in ·~anne. illl , t he ::netbodica l and analyt i ca l brain of Ro Joch

ansn, who a tter:mted to le:!"'e for fut\il'e ge;cerations a key t o ~i1e 

bter J ·e t::.tion · .nd selec t i on of t i.e ba.l:...c i1ahs of o'°· h1ishneh. 

110\? one oouldno t be l ost in ti1e maze of O!)ini 1ns pr e sented by 

Rnbbi in the re~oti0n of the L{j shnah , fo r R . Joche.nan carefully 

formulated his rules to offsltt ans o isaprir c:.ensicn _ s to whose 

views -:re re qccept:-ule. and '7hich ...,ere to be disre -:.rded . For 

t he . e 9r iaciples n. J ochan-n has been exem~li ~ied as t he guid-

ins sni rit v1h g..ve to t he \?orlc. of scholarshi :i scientific 

f ol'!':!Ula for t l.e l etter co!'.:nr ehens i 1n f t he l ' i slmab and its hal

acha.hs . 
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CF£..fflR V 

~HS Tr30Lu..Y J7 n . JOCE ... _:£.~ 

R. Jocllana.n • a l t hough a proli f ie ha.lac1.1st vihose legal decis

i ons regulated t he life of his t ime, \'18.£ a promi nent a{!'adist . By 

means of a va st Agadic l iteratur e scat tered through the numerous 

Talmud i c and Midra shic sources , R. Jocha.nan devel oped a philosopb.

i oa l system lyin~ VTi thi n the moral and spi ritual spher e of t heol

ogy . His plan in ~da was to s ta rt a por tivn wi th a Bibli cal 

ver se and t hen pr ogress i ni; from that point to i t s spiri tual conclus~ 

i)ll. Hi s fert ile mind throuzh b is .tgadic sayings dealt vri th such 

subjects , a s God and Ris l ove for ma.n; as Israel and its relation 

t o God; as riGht eousness and sin ; the wo r l d to come and nUJ"lerous 

other que s t i ons akin to that sphere of thought • Since the subj ect 

o f Ralt i nic theoloby isa bro~d one, I can v~nture bu t t o t ouch on 

a tew of its a suec ts a s seen t h r ough the eyes of it . Jochana.n . 

To R. Jocb: nan, a s t o t he ot hP.r 32.bbi s , God ;ias no +.. to be 

r e::i.ched tltr ough rne tapl~ys ical deduction but thr ough ~he personal 

experience of His r evelations and Bis con~nuous operations in t he 

world . The t h0ught of God c ould not be r emoved fr om Hi s connec t 

i ons with roo.n , nor could He be confined to & particular region. 

R. Hocbcnan did no ~ oa.ke use of the many appellatives applied to 

G<>d but continual l y spoke of "The Ho ly One", " Bl essed be He" • vrith 

oollasional usage oi "'!'he Crea tor of t he World
11

• The na.ines a.ttrib-



uted to Him will be sh ovm in the sauces quoted later . He V78. ll 

a God whose attr1·outes :rere seen in a ll Ile bed 77l'<r.,ght ,as R. Joe· -

ana.n i•ema.rlred in hi s axiom that every :place where " thou f i ndest the 

gre~ tn.e s s of God menti oned , there thou find.e s t a l .. o His humility". 

God, in Bis heavenly ab ode, is surrounded by His minister ing 

A.ngel s singi !l(; His pr aises , exalt ing Rim for the mira cles Which He 

ila.4 '\7l'OUght • 

1 

?""r 1c\ 1 : ~·J\>~ ~ P"'' '';'" ·H•ic 
1tr·-.. ltt>.~' .N11t) .s·r;) r::> i'I-' ~ ~ 
~"~!Hit . ;'\"\'~ "lJilf ~'\e;) ':>1t\t1 

.~"'\·J t'1111'- P1'lt1 f'il }"t?>~ ·~' ~ t '6H 

'ta. Jo ohanan sai d: Why i s it writ ten: 
' and one did not come ne~r un-
to the other a l l the n)e;ht '? 

(Exodus 14: 20 ) The Mi n ister ing 
&ngels wish to sine; praises. 
The Holy One , ble s sed be He 
sa.id: the .-ro r kO f ms ~uds are 
drowned in t he sea , e.nd you 
wisi. t o sing p ra.i ses." 

Howeve r 11. J ocha.na.n t :?.ke s an Anti-r~o st ic view o f crea tion. 

He conten~s t hat the A.nce ls ere c rez.ted by God on t he second day 

and t hus, since t hey did not exist ete rna l l y , couaa no t have aided 

Him i n t h e act of creation . 

1. M.eg illa l Ob 

2 

jJtll' ~ ? r·~c))(t) llt"\'J •)\ti'~ 
~-~ r·~icf11~ ltt">~J ~'? iNlt 
f ~I I~ I 'fy f'N? ~ "l\' tr-\ (sir p·~~.h) 

. Ji •h 1 t•:>)C \H ~tl'6 ?'Ji~I 

2 . Beresh ith Rabba l : 3 - 91-



"When were t he .angels c r ea. ted? 
R. Joch!lnan said: On t he sec
ond day were the An.rrels created. 
As it is writ t en (PS?.. lm 104:3 ): 
' Who frameth the w::ters i nto 
t he beams of Kis u~~e~ chambers , 
etc;' and it is fur the r wr i t t en 
(Psalm 104 :4): ' Who m'.-ketil the 
winds His messengers.' " 

l.lthough He is on high , t hat does not prevent Him bei ng a t 

the same time on earth , visit ing Jli s l.ou s es of prayer and His 

crea tu res , rebukin~ t hem 1n t he i r laxity in adherence to Bis 

l 

ltil ~"?1;\l. ;-i tt.? lJM' '?"> '\Nit 

5)~1 .\) ? tt:1,. ~r, .,f\oJ:>;\ ./\'?? 

l?,.l '\\'""-') "'Vl~Jt 01P kl~ ~·Jf 
.t '/l \•ltl 1.J\lt > ll~ N 

"R. Joaha.nan sa id: When t he Ho ly 
One, bles ~ed be lie, ent ers ~ -~
ogo ue and does no t find there 
t en, He is i tmnedia.tel y f i lled. 
vrith wra th ; a s i t i s ssid: 'Where
f ore , when I e~me was t here no 
man? When I oe.lled , via.a there 
none to answere.' (Isaiah 40 : 2 )" 

Re is a God who is onmiscient and omnipotent, t o whom all 

dieties oome t o ~or ship c.nd pr os trate themselves before His heaven-

l y throne. 

l··· B.era.oo th ob -92-



l 

v"f)fl 1")'0t ~ ftc ~hi ' i"lt 

· I~ Jlt\.ht;)I 1'~:>''1 t\:> ~ 'J 'O? 

11''°" ?UP~I lt't>' f n.n ,, ,, .. r 
1 
f' it\\ It l .:i It llt\ j\t. w\ (~1f1 6;,J\ 
ltflt \le=> ?').., t ic "rt 11hJ\l,+ 
. ~·o? ,( llh -1t'A ')'fo?t. '"1f Uh.AU• 

-it. Jocha.nan sai d : Do not be 
surprised , for uhen God de scen
ded upon Si'r.ai , Re gave strength 
to the idolator s that t h ey may 
pr str .. t e themselves bef ore Him· 
Bab Ta.chliplla said: A script -.iral 
verse supports him: (Psa lms 97: 7) 
' Bow dovm t o Him all ye gods .' 
' They w11l bo77 doVlll to Rim ' , is 
n ot vrritten but 'Bow down l o Hill'I', 
vlhich iro~lies t hat they h!1.d bowed 
d own to Him at s1aa1.• 

He is, as called by R. Joella.nan , 11The Creator of all the 

World ", who crea ted the World on r ighteousness out of the 

no thi nt>11ess, out of chaos ; and vmo owi return it to its f ormer 

sta t e if perverseness prevails• 

2 

~ 113? i111C 'Jhl' '') : ;)?~j 
f J~1t f1 'Nfi1 ,lit P J\•t1e. 
J~ f .f\f?j' ttf1f 1te ~,,.h .Mt 
~f i!•I~ i:JM l ";\ '}.""111\ 

. ~'f>I 

l. K. Shober Tob 31: 2 

2 . Proem Ruth R?-bb£. 1 
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-itight eousness : R, J ochanan 
said: Wi t h the r i E;ht eousne ss 
With which you created lly world 
because you received My Torah, 
for 1 f you would not have accep
ted Yy Torah, l VTOuld have r e
turned it t o a s tat e of chaos." 

God t hen cr ee t es i;n.n uuon the world as the center of crea tion 

for through him the world come s i nto full expression. In t he beg-

i nning t here is no d ivt ded l ove . for God l oves a l l His o~eature s 

equal l y . 

1 

(f)',l\O f'~\ ~Ji~ ~~ µf\1' --, 1'f1C 

f;) . ~, .-..11 .A11t 'P#it "'Nie lJ'' ;) 
'i\ •p.,_ •'f>" ~1·t "ll?'1f "ll?'~ 

I . J\1 JIU r •1ref ;ShJ 

"R. Jocbaha.n said : I t is writ
ten: the Lord gave (happy ) tid
i DPs ; t hey are publi shed by f e
male me ssengers , a numer ous host 
(Psa lm iS : l~ J. Thi s impl ies that 
every wc rd emana.t in!" from t he 
mighty God '17aS heralded i n sev
enty la.ngu::i.ges.• 

God stands a.a t he Shield , t he Watchman , over t he world and 

its crea t u res . 

1 . Sabbath 88b 
2 . So tab lOe. 

1/fltJt 'il·.,.r~ fl 1~t l'lM j1tNt
2 

~. r"'1ic If"' e>1t. ';:) (?·.~ii J''~'aj\) 
r/c 1) => PJ1'i~ fl' J'tN ';')'~;) 

. f1tit1 ~i /")I~? ftJJ j1tNe. 
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•a. Jochanen sa id: Samson was 
ty9i oal of t he nrune of t he 
Holy One, blessed be KP., ae 
it is ·7 itten: 'For t he Lord 
God i s a Sun and a Shield ' 
(Psa lm 84:12 ), just as the 
Holy One, blessed be Re, 
shields the whole world , so 
Samson shielded Israel dur
i ng h ie generation." 

ZVen after He chose Israel as an adornment to Him , did God 

feel a close a t t achr:lent to His creatures. I t was a unl versal-

ism of God that R. Jocbans.n nreaohed. , as we have seen above, 

vlhen God adm~nishea his ministe r ing Angels , "The work of l!y hauds 

1 
are dr o;;ned , a.nd you s i DG praises" • 

However ,t !le election "f Israel is not due to us 1.Dherent 

virtue on its ;art , nor t o t he t hought ~bat Israel ' s creation pre-

ceded the creation of t he ·.;orld , and thus it was predestined . 

Israel V8s chosen only because i t ace ?ted t he Torah , t he instru-

~ut of God on earth ~ o regulate t he life of Hi s people. 

l . See pa.ge 91 

2. A.boda Zara. 2b 

2 

t'\ l~I ~f' '.IO/'I ')) (<',~) 1'11?~) 
}IV ',},rt 'i)llJt ? ')l'~I /JI r i"( ~ 
'MH ')''tt.? ' t? 'Ni .'lf l It?' 
'i~r,. ~1· ")"tc . t* a'? ' 'i't' 

r,111tc i; f1 '9\"?r ~ 'i\"'''"1tt. 
f3tc f j)t. ~1 ~1i?'f' lt~I vtf1 

.~ 1f ?j'I \1t.,C 
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"The Lord ewe fron. Sinai ~ 
r ose from Seir unto them , He 
shined f orth from llount Pa.ran ' 
beuter . 35: 2 ). I t is a lso writ
ten , •God ,comet h from Teroa.m' • 
Whe.t did He s6ek in Seir, and 
umt did Ee seek in Mount Pa.ran? 
R . Jocbana.n ssys: This teaches 
us t l!a t t he Holy One , blessed 
be , offered the Torah to every 
nation and to every tongue , but 
none accepted it , 'mtil he came 
to Israel , who received it •" 

The To rah, thus becor.\e s an inhe~itanc e for Israel , and 

not for t he oth er nations a r olllld , beceuse they have r ef sed ·.;o 

acce~t its l um1nm:.s teacr.ings. 

l 

j\ot~t f '~:>•~ ~'?11 ~I' ''l "INlt. 

~IJ/tJ~, ~)H ?''I\ \ti;'I 11'i\ '\Y'\~? 

,'It~ ul "''1 ,,..,,JI ~· ~ r ·"'~) 
. p ~ 1c.f1 1Jf 't\t , .. , 

"R. J ocha.nan said I A heat l1en vmo 
studies the Torah deserves death , 
for it is written: ' M.oses com
manded us a la.w fo r nn inheritance 
(Deuter. 33:4)" It is our inher-
itance, not theirs.• 

Isra el, bei nt; the "Chosen Pec'1_)l e" o f God , becone s t he fence 

a.round the wo:-ld to define its ethic~l limits. 

1. Sanh.adrin 59a 

2 

'?") . ;)JO:i\ ()j>)I lt"\'I (?,~ J\1N~ 
l'tll ~~ ';') ";\.)011 ))/J 'HlfC \Jh l' 

">:l.~ \ int' ,.., , 1Jtl 11 ~ 1)1~ 
.Pf1lf 

2 . Shemoth Babb.a 2 : 5 - % -



" 'Moses looked and behold a 
thorn bush! 1 (Rxodus 5 : 2). 
R. Jocha.nsn saiii j ust ae a 
t horn bush isi:iade a fence ar ound 
a garden, so is Isr ael the fence 
around t he world.~ 

G<>d b ecomes t he P~otector of I srael , olilling it endearing 

names , and endo~nn~ it Vlith s t r~Jlbth t~ comb&t its enemies . The 

nations , je_l ous of I srael ' s ohosenness , attempt to perYert it \ 

but l~r -el is li lre a Vlild beast mio will sujuga te them, by t he i r 

own will, to God a.nd His servi ce. 

l 
~ 11~ '~ .. ??-.. "\H~ : IJht' '') '\Hit 
{.k 1,5 ¥$)?:)I:>~ 

1 
;)JI' rjlt.')f.' $ 'Jlc 

fli ,. .il!t~ ~JI'.} f' '\a.C 'i•I 

1111~ pf If~ J\INI~ \;)l fnt ~JI':> 
,_'11C= i1Hd',CN .A1tlt'\f\) ?~:>' ,J\•'h 
\' ''>' . ~llit o~·Jt 'fJ\~j ;"~'"'' 
_ p .,, • · ?Id J'N:J? ; r~ ·r-i t11J 
·~r, .... h, ,·r~" r·l?t 1·1 (:ti 
l 1'\NllO ~lt--.C-1' jw/\SJ Jl•11t~ 
J~ "' p•J1') 1.J.Jc ~" > f lt.,t'' 
rtt)t·j ri'>"' ';\ .. .,.~~ , ;if?W'i "'' 
11:.1,;,J }tr/I~ ,),tlf•lt:> '.Ja? \•UJt 
\jJc ~~/(' ftc.')(!:' ~ci t ~·~-r ~ 
yt.,1t1 t>N1' ;\Jr:> r·~YJ -;T?F 
p a'll Jtt~ 'I ( /tf ,~ JvAt) f)' ~=-'\ 1i 

. ~ '?~ '.) '"""'-'' 

"R. J oohaua.n s tated : T"ne Holy 
One , blessed be He , said , 'I 
olll Israel dove . as it i s vrr i t 
ten;tand ~!)hraim is become like 
a si lly dove' (Hosea 7 ; 11) . To 
Ji!e, t i1ey a re a dove ; but to the 
Na tioLs of the world , t hey a.re 

l. u. Sb~ir Ha Sh1riln R b~ 11:14 
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like bea sts , as 1t i s 
writ t en: Judah is like a 
lion ' s wbelp; Naphta li is 
a fleet h i nd; Dan shall be 
a serpent . by ~be vrc.y ; Benja
min shell be a wolf tha t ren
deth ' (Genesis 49:9 ,17.21,27) 
T"ne t ri bes, all twelve of them 
are like wild bea sts . because 
the nations fight c.;--.... inst Is
rael and se · to th~ , ''i1bnt 
do y u need of t:.e ol serva.nces 
of the &.beath and of circum
cision? ' The Roly One,bles sed 
be He , st -engthens I srael and 
mkes t hem like \7ild bea s t s 
before t he IUti ons , so that 
they rray subjgate them be fore 
the Holy One , blessed be He , 
and I srsel itself . &it before 
tbe Ho ly One , blessed be He , 
they are as a simple dove and 
obey Him; a s it is written: 
'£.nd the people believed and 
when t hey heard tha t the Lord 
had vi si ted eto . (3ltodua 4: 31) '" 

The Torah is then the connectitlf link bet'\7een God and I sJJael, 

for if Israel had not had the ~orah a s a solace fro~ their afflio-

t i ons , they would f orget t heir Lord a.nd Prot~c t o r . 'l'he fol l owil:lg 

source , tho;i.·h l ens , must be quo ted t o give an insi .,.ht into the 

para bles of R. J ocha.na.n , f or it depicts l &!"E>.el arui God a s wed, with 

tbe Tor ah, Israel~ ketubah. 

1. Pesikta 139b ( 3uhr) 
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11 f··u 7f ~ ·o t tt ~·.l'I· }J( '..h" ·n 
J\•p.l ~";)' . rf• 7r·t1~ ~" , 1d~ .Aic• 

i\ .. fc.,•r• .,..'?•JI;, )\r'w .~ · ? r•)\? 
aJ'~NN ?{~ l< P ~ ·~· 1Nti . .hHhJ/lltl 
Ir JJ./\,.J., rlt·9"1 !JJt ~·,U. !/I? l"IC . p• ;\ 

i)/fft I 7r~"\ 'Jll~ f-je r ,[~ f'J~ol r~ 
!N°'i'h \·~ ....,-,.:> •f )l~,1'":>t .,?l"'lH -;-,?1.}..:1 

.1111'1ft ~~~ ,r,'l(? 1.), . rNN !l\llt Jt11 ?lc,i 

:).H ~t. rrl , . .,,. 11c1 \1nt•r /:.JlfJ , r,¥"> 
f'JJ11J 1 , p::i';)Ht fr p').R114 rJ, tc J\H 

"'>'i3 ;"JN:J ? t f11 l' tY.1JJ l'ft r~~ lt';) J 
; '~ /<It) l''jlf) -~.b ~ 1 :>'~°4 , ''?fJ ft I~ 
• kl? .1 P=>·f• 1c. • PN 1c 1S> 1 • ., •o· ~ N':l. f :>' r l' 
l':>~!t• to"' t:a.JIJ. ~ \'Cit• 1J•ff1t. r~f 
)110J~ •J;if l'oJ;Y ft,Je't .p1if~o·rc1 

ttt-.r• -;int}, "l~O 1.r,,JJ, J '""l~N :>i? r, 
t ~Jilc :fi....,;.,.... p:,·~k '..J\'Jil (~, ,;) In~·) 11? 

; f":lJ,tt ')\ .... ?-.,Alt ~'i'll, P~lt !/\?"Al 

")tillt ">!'?~ J ff'q trtb . ~NA,1.M I 
·f f)\~ ?'It;') !.lie ~>L/I :J;> rlt")(!.'~ 
~ ~ P"Wlf r1nl'I ? lffil ;'JU f, 
)l?.11,t ~l.h ""ldO • f,f·Jt 1 p·nfrt" l'n 
LU•lt 1·1 ?IOI ,. frc" )11 H•Jt 1 ·~ '"l?:> I us 

\le '? 1~ ./\,!J (Jt!>,t ~":>' It) '"~"' .~N 
fJ~.~?~) ">Nl/t ,,. );)1, f.ti1lc p f~ ?l 

. HJ'tr :11~?1~ ~I ( •'(/~l 7.Ji.,J.Ji 1fJi 

11 'I , even I am He, that com
forteth thee (Is r- 2 ; h 51:12).' 
R. A.bl:a bar Keill-nc>. stated i n 
t he nsme of ~. Joch,,,.Jan: A king 
married a wome.n and wrote f or her 
a ketu'La.h in whi ch he sts.ted 
all the thin~ s :be would r,ive 
her , so rr.a.ny ador n .en ts , so 
many trea sures. -~· en he left 
for ;a di st-.nt land and remain-
ed ther e ~ny yea r s . Her friends 
counted ( t t e days ) and sa id , 
'How lon•· Will y<:JU \75.it ? l!a.r-
r y wbile yoi; a r e still yoUll[' , 
while yriu s ti 11 >-.av e strength .' 
She wou l d GO to ! er riome , t ake 
the ketul& end read in it "l.lld 
t i;en she vm.s con soled , After 
a ti::'le , t heki11b r eturned f rom 
t1: d.iStant land , Ee said to 
her, 'l!s do.uc~hter, I woude :-
how you could have awaited me 
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all these years.' She said 
to him, ' My l ord king , i~ 
not for the ketubah , ms friends 
would have nad6 you lose me . 1 

So it is in t his uorld; the 
nations say t11 Israel , ' Bow 
l onz_; \'1i 11 you mit for your 
God , and a.re n:ertyred for bis 
sake? Ho\'7 much pain, shame 
and c.ffl i cti"n has lle broucnt 
upon you t Come t o us and we 
wil l ms.ke generals , leaders 
and c o!:l!!la!lder s 0£ you. ' Is
rael ent er~ i ts houses of stu y , 
t a kes the Torah and reads in 
it 1 ' And I \'1111 turn myself' 
unto you , and make you fruit-
1'U l and mi lt i pls sou, a nd I 
\7111 establish my Covenant 
\71 th you (Lev. 26 : 9 ).' They 
become consoled. When t !,e end 
comes, t he Ho ly One , blessed 
be Be, sa~,TS to I srael, 'l1y 
s o_s, I wonder hm·1 you have 
waited fo !: mE: all these years.' 
I srael says before God, 'If not 
for the scrol l of Torah , J ou 
would have last us because of 
the nations .' As it is wr it
t en: ' 'l!his answer wi l l I g ive 
t ~ my heart, therefore will I vratt 
(Lam. ~:21J t ' also David said: 
Unless thy law bad been r:iy de
l ights, !should long since been 
l ost in my affliction. ' (Psalm 
119:92) ." 

I srael , }laving accepted t t. e Torah becomes responsible for 

i t . They are rewarded if t h ey adhere , but 1 f they he l ee t its 

s tudy they receive a double punishment , an other-worldly one 

in Geh1nnon and this- worldly one under kiru~ly subjugation . 
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**.")Nit jJhl' .., tQ ltfllt "l? j11~ 
f' Ji)'t:(P'>"Ytlfcf C'l"?j''l) 1( ~It.,~ t "\? 1 

1 t'k . t~j'N;) J'?I ,'-'nlJI f>'lft, J\1•~f NI 

r~ I P'J.(? l'rO•'IS' rJ'?t. fr" f:> 6 
P'Jr~'J ,.~. r:lit!H lt."'o i r 'J.oJ p ·fi~J 

.p'lt? 

"Si?11eon b . Abba i n t he nar:ie 
of R . Jochmlan sa.id : Four 
thbg s did God show to Abraham: 
Gehinnom , kin,;l ;1 sub,iugat ion , 
t he g ivin{,' o f the Te rc..h, and 
t l:e Holy Temple . Re said to 
him, 'A.t t h e time when your 
children are occupied m th two , 
they are saved frO!;) t •110 ; but 
if they sep::;r a te from t \70 9 t h ey 
are punished with two . ' " 

Israel, t hus ,will be chastised f o r 4te sins, even more seve rely 

t han ot he r nat i -.us for thei r s , but this is only a nother pr oof of God ' s 

fatherlJ love . For it i s God ' s belie f that lsreel can only ue br ought 

to righteousnes&, which for Israel is the Torah and 1 ts doctr i nes, 

by c·_sti(f3.tion. l'or it was onl y t hrough suffering that Isra el was 

forgiven for i t s sins and ob tained the grea t est g ifts fro~n hea ven 

for its penit.~nce . 

2 

\,t"lt· .r~NJ ""'r ~h'' ,., ,,.,t 
JJ'/t ..fi'j <;)N jf INJf, J\~f 
, ';)../i '.A:l .,. f 1 ~~Jc 1.JNt 1t11~ 
?G1Nf j''\H/\ '-''fe ~f<. "'It: f)( 

. j' 'llO' ·~' f1 ft \/t 

l . Bereehi th fu.i>ba 44 : 21 
2 . YeDachoth 5; ,b -101• 
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911. l'oohena.n said: ' Why is Is
ra el l ike an olive . To i nform 
you t hat j ust a s an olive does 
no t produc e its oil except by 
means of poundt ng . so Israel 
oan r e turn t o good only through 
affii ct1on ." 

The question o f • good and ~vil" or "righte ousnes s and sin" , 

together with t h e concomitant f eatures o f' 'rev1:..rd a.nd p1:u i shrient", 

plays e.r: importc.nt part in the J4a,dio system of R. lloch.s.na.n. 

Ri -:hteousness oan be ach ieved through ma.n ' s e ~hical be:'l:lvi or t c 

Go~ and hi ~ a lt.ru i s t ic and moral relat i onship to his nei;hbor. 

For t o dea.l righteously i s t o obse rve the moral and etid oa l code 

as ord.. i ned in t he Torah. iiigh teousness and hU!:>a.n kindness a re 

t..e basis fo r ethical living. 

l 
lit I i"?fl ,;),, 'll .$1ft f 'H I' JJ~ ttt. 

...,,.,It Ill~ ? p· ~ot\ .Jif 11; 11r ~~! 
Ptll ~· rfrtN ~ ~o,\1 (~· ,~p P'h)\) 
::o,'"'lfff!' 1t1h . P''.J? 1.J?f '/1~731 't>I 

~t~~ /"' 1Ji1· ~'i''?h p ·~ofl Jt\·~~t. 
~\(j" f') 'IJ/ I rf1J ~" ffi'tlJ -Jjt,) 

. (./\•"I~ 

"We do .not know which is 1e t 
ter. ric;h teou sness o r ki11dness? 
.AS it i s Vll'i t ten: ' But the kind
ness of t be Lord is f r om ever
last i ng t o everla st i ng , and his 
r ir;hteous ness unto ohildl'en 's 
children (Ps. 103:17). ' One 
claims that kindness is better 
than righ t eousness ( fo r one 
i s fo rever s.11d ever , a.nd the 
other isbut fo r three gene: 
at ions) . " 

~. Yer . Pea I H.l 
-lOZ-
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God love s the righteous and exalt s them even a bove his minis-

tering angels . 

l 

... J\1• ,. ~·~i , ·f·~~ µhr .,.. .,Nit 

('>~, / }1t'.J~) '1Nkjt, ..J.."'11.'> ·~1tf..tH 
I'') ?ft " ~h "aj/t It ~ ~IC/ 'ilj~ 

~?M ft 11J !(Irr' l·:{~N J•'lt ~?'lit 
i ? r ~ ~1·7"1 ·1 '=">nl ~~ •.NI< ~f 
.c·,.,.r,t. i~-' ;) .. ~ ' J·');f ~)ohN/) t--fir 

"R. J ochanan s:lid:'The ris hteous 
a re greater t han t he mi ni sterill.f; 
a ll€;e ls , f or i t i s said , ' He an-
s ·er ed ri.nd sa i d , Lo I see four men 
l oos e , velkin...;; in t he mids t of f i re , 
and t hey have no hurt ; and t he f orm 
of t he fourth i s like the son of (lod 
(D2.niel 3: 25 ) ' . (Thus t Le angel is 
mentioned las~ .as bein ~ l east e s
teemed }. " 

• 

The ::ii ous n:an is the f oundation of the VTOrld , f e r one cannot 

perish , wi thout tlje oreaticn o r' anQt her of E!4llal stature . 

1. Sanl1edrin 93a 

2 . Yome 38b 

2 r '"l09J r-~1 1•\c IJ~t· '1 '"lNtt 

~Jt JJWJ::> f''~ l /t'l?Jt. ~1' fflt » 
;VJt~ /c?/ ~t;) /\"11 (;)1/r Ji)~~ 
~)j I {l ft ,e_~ ~.kt'~ 1trt. ~l' 
~) *...,- ~...,~ (ie1re ft 1t.>J i 

,~ r.,? Ir; v 'YJ¥ I' "''fJ 1·r ~ j t 
I' ,3,. ii ':> l"·? ~ •t) ~k..lt.~1~ 

\·~ 1f-'1fc -.\?A f"\'fl ,M. 'I T'ltt 
~· ff,N)-w1<Jt. P"jljN ,r,.., \hlr.1~1 _,.r,., q,.• jR11 

-103-



"R. Jochb .. nan sa i d: A pi ous I1l8.ll 

does not perish fra t t he world 
until another pious ms.n as he , 
is created . As It is written: 
' The sun also riseth , and the 
sun also goeth dovm. ' {3cc . l : 5) 
Befo r e the SUll had set on ~11 , 
the sun of ~el, the Ramathit& 
shone forth. The Ho ly One , bles
sed be Re, sa.~r that t he pi nus 
\'lere l eseened , he st~ od and pl .n
t cd t hem i n eve ·;.• generation. 
Att it is written: ' For the Lor d ' s 
are the pillars of the ear th, 
on which he had set the world 
(Sam. I 2: 81'. :Wen for one 
piou6 man does the viorld exist , 
as it is written: ' The r i ghteous 
is an everlastin·~ foundat ion.' 
(Prover bs 10 : 25 ) . • 

Bvil as opposed t o righteousne ss , a lso can be div:idE:d into 

t wo cU...sses : man ' s relation to ~od and his socia l behavior . 

To God , t he true evil is P.':.?~n worshi , \'1h5ch is t he fi rst of 

the ca rdins l sins . ~he uunishment for this sin i s eternal con-

deL'll'lation to t t e fiery ab·:ss of Gehin:iom. 

l 

~:h1 ·1~ rns• '"'i f 1~1\j .,'\ f'·f'f 
r.-/c . 1lo:.•1 \"\1~' .hhlt?I l".' 'tf'\') 

J\"l(?H') fc4'il .Ahle I IJhl1 
• ., .... ~~ ·~ 

-~ l?l ~ ~·~ 'JtN . PJ~·~ P'lt'\ 
r•['lt\ ,.iNQl,rt.,r t.) i):>;\ ?-'J\:> ! eiiJ 

,;)N;l ' ?'i) (1G ,ft,~) ?'.f\:>1 . ~I";) n 

l. Taani th 5a all.£1 51.> 
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"~. Nabman said to R. Isaac~ 
' \Vlw is it '\'71") tten: !Ut a t once 
t hey sh.::..11 be shown to be brut
ish and foolish (Jer . 10 :8 ) . 
He sald to him, ''R . Jochs.na.n 
&~id th~s : ' There is one thing 
Vlhich cau ses t he evil- doers t o 
burn jn Gehi~om. What is H T 
Idolatry l ' I t is wrhten: I t 
1s ~ doctrine of vanitie s. it 
concerneth but wood (Jer . 10 : 8 ) 
and it is writ t en: They a re van
i ty (Jer . 1r :15 ).~ 

To mBll . we find that the two reira ini?lf" cardinal sins. t~t 

of immora l ity . s9illi!l{! of blood together vrith robbery are the 

l 

'J'l ft.N-f~f, (Jhr .. , rt• ~, ,., 
,q'>~ 'O)~I?~ ·~ f'ft r? l'';'lt P'IC 
fi j''l 1$11 ; f~~ ' :>'di' f 1 j.Jl,i I fp11 

. f =>,, ~~.J .) 

"R. Jud.:ul i n the m me of R. Jo
chan:m: Robbery : t is like !'1en 
who ho.ve et!lon~ themse l ves , jd
olator ~ , adul ter ers , and murd
ere:-e, but r obbe-·· is eoua l to 
t her:: n: l ." 

The rewa r d for t he good and the minisil.:r:ent f~r evj l are pe jd 

bobh 4n this worl4 and in the world to come t hrouf;h Divine r e tri-

but i on. On this eartl: t he good a re endo'!led with Jori ' s beni i"ioence , 

whi le evi 1 br in· ·s only noverty e nd f:Ulline • 

1 - Levi tious Ra.boa 3~ 13 
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l 
j'"l~ f'"l?~ 'lt r'- }Jhf' 1'1 'lHk 

,?Y1 :\"' 1(/c1 m3"t? ~"rp<i\ r~·h 
r"N) ti)\?~ ; ?l'l . ? 16 o..) ")~I 

1
'C ? 1{1 

f\~~ :"i?lt) ?Y">f -;) "l>"Yf '.:>~IC ,h 
ji·il'~' 1 t?:;I ''t 'ii't'r' ( <b, ,~ \it r~" ·) 
(~ ,k-~ ..JvNt) ?'J :>~ : ?1G OJI~ 11).11< 

. /'Jch? fV 'J tl"lr ';)~ 1 

•'R. J ocr.n.n.e.n s:aid : There a.re 
three things whi ch the Holy 
One . blessed be He , Himself 
j>r oclai:r.is . viz: f ami ne • p le?1-
ty , a..nd a gcod lea der. ' Fqm
ine 1 ; for it is written: 
•The Lord ha•h ca lled a famine 
(II Ki ngs 8:1). ' ' Plenty 'i 

AR !.t is VTritten : 'l vtill call 
for the corn and »rill incre~se 
1 t (lzelc. 38: ?.9 ) ' ' A. good l ead
er'~ f or i t is wr1tte~ 'See 
I have OAlled by n:une Bessi.lel' 
(~ndus 31 : 1 J ·" 

-i>ea th•, too . n lays an important r ole in R. J oohanAn'• sys tem 

of divine re t ri bu t i on - For death brings peace to the righteous. 

while f or the wic.&:ed. it is a cessat i on for God from havlng t.:> bE1~ r 

their per ersi ties. 

i • Bera choth 55a 

2 
~J'N c;r>SfJ ~N !.I~,. ,,Nit ~hf •n 
f'~')';)t.. /IH f~ /tftt ~ r·"t."l'l (1r 
~"-;'}';) ;'\"?j'>)t P'O'i?N f~ P''h 
; P:>'1~~? ~ f.J\'lJiQ ($' 1? ' .)jCfN) 
O''l>j)/A f'j 019 f'lJ f'j.~ f'S)f.. l''~ 
P'~t) re.. [J',f ~l'ft) 1Nlt.Je, ' ''??:;"i r 

.>1'?} o'~.:>'>r~ ,f'ih Pt I .Jf'> u'1h 
? f 'jHj ';) ~ ~Ji'IJ l>~/J ~H U4>ri 
f'NNJ p'>) P''f'i rr~JO) t, F r:> jtf~ 
""\)~ 1·rw Ji1 P'M r~ I··~ ,J.,j' pt 
JJ"~ h:> 't'}' 1hlJ1 rt1 (~.f'"?l'/r) 

I .IJ'r'~ ~,. 

2 . l!ereshi th"R &'h"h-> ~ :5 -106-



"R. J ochaDa.n so.i d: ~,, we..s 
dea th decreed 1.l.l;'~ inst t he 
evil-doers? Beoause while 
the evH-doers s t illlive . 
t hey enger t he Hol.y One. 
blessed be He · ~s it is 
written : ' Y~ have weari ed the 
Lord with your vrords (li.~ l. 
2:17) . ' But a s soon a s t hey 
are dead , they cease to ~ner 
t he Lord• as lt i s wr it t en: 
' There the wicked oea se from 
troubl ing (Joo 3:1 7).' '!!here 
t hey cea se ftoom tr~ubling t he 
Hol.y One . blessed be Re. Why 
~s des. th decrc·ed a.g:i. i nst t he 
righteous? Beo~u se while the 
righteous a re living . t hey bat
tle With their i ncl inat i ons . 
but a s soon a s t hey a re dead. 
t hey a re at restf as it is 
written: ' THere t he exb.3Usted 
wea ry e~e a t res t (Job 3:17).' 
It is enough tha t \'Te ::r..e.ve weaz
ied ourselves." 

However. a.l t llough transgres si on i s puni sh.a. l e by di re OA.t-

- strorhe . t ·e baud of God in c nroassi on is a l vmys extended t o 

t he r,>eniteuh For only prayer c.nd adhe rence· to the divine ord-

ina~ces wi ll avert the evil decree agai nst t he sinner . though he 

even be an i dolat or-

l. S::. b bat h l1. 91 

l 
fo P"'' ')"jt It~~ ')'i> lt 11h n 
f:,; •Jt.1"\ v~ 1n1 />'le• <;)JIJ ;) 
~~ l?t rt ~t I? ~· 1P~ I~ 

(?,fl p1Ct lt) lt.!10> ? :Ji:> .If l'f NfJ ;)'>~ 
·J.11J,11~ fil?) Ot"'lf.' Jr1 ia '(l io? 

?'..>i=>I -!) l!>'°l? t>'C ~JJl>~ (•t'l· 
/Cl'V 

1
-{f.,a '.:> (<;)~1 ?f Ji1/lf ) f.). ';'J 

,(,..., .. Hf :J'"Y? Pt•) 
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"!. Hiyya b . Abba. &!lid 1n the 
name o f R. J ocilanml: ' " nyone 
VJho a ns\?ere, 'Amen, Jla.y His 
Name Be Evtlted '. with e.11 his 
strength , even though there 
be in him a bi t o f idolatry . 
he is forg iven. It i ~ v1rit
t en : ' When ' epra.vity hsd brol~ 
en out in I srael , t hen did t he pe
O,?le off er t!lemse 1 ve s >ril lingl y : 
t h erefore p r a ise ye the Lcrd 
{Judt;es 5: P ) . ' A.nd 1 t lii wri t·· 
ten : ' Tha t it (the ~eo?le) had 
beomne unruly (3ltodus 32 :25 ). 1 

(There it referred to idolatry J" . 

Observa.noeo f t he ordin?...nce e f the sabbath is o ~nsidered by God 

As a de:in.: te s ign of re~ntance :md thus e.lthough a man be steel')-

ed in t~e ebor:umti :in of i dol wor sh1n . he c:-.n still find salvation-

l 
,, JJh I' 1"k /t ?Jt ")? It •t\ '') "'Itek 

IJi =>f »=> )\;>.~\) Jjc 1Nt,N'i> f 'l 
") f~:> -.;-,1~ :;'RI?~ ~?ll' ll'~lr 
( / )J ~) 1H/cJt, 1f j'/)11N tiJlt 

">Nit_ I}' Jv.j -;;'\U' ~IC ·~le 
4 1/TflN .. ''lj''J\ flcJ 1frM/ jl?e., 

. 1f (!AN ;{le 

• R. Ri yya b . Ab~ said in t he 
?W.me of R, J~bans.n : 'All V7ho 
obse r ve t he 8Sbl:o.tb in its 
fc.llfi llrnent , al thoUGh t hey 
be idol- -vro r shippers , :.i. s the 
3eneration of &nosh , they a re 
fors·iven• as it i s wr it t en: 
' Ha9py is t he mort al t hat ever 
doth t l11 s (Isc.iah 56: 2 ) ."-
· ~e~y one ths.t keepet h the 
Sabbath by not ; io l a tinP" it 
(ls~ . 56: 5 ) . ' ' o not re:l.d . 
' by no t vioL.tins 1t ' , but , 

'1 t is f r~iven him.' " 

l. S b'oath l l Bb - 106-
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Fi nal ly a a lbs been seeu . bove , ~ . J ochc...-u.u envi si n s !! two

fold life aftt" r de::. th . One , t he b l essed ·:rorld-to- corr.e , for t !le 

r lchteous . and the other t h e fiery Get-innom fo r t he unreuent1n:

\'7icked. For a ccord it'lb to R. JocLana.n , dea t h i s ~ blessing for 

God a.nd !!l!lll . lt brings rest and con tent men t to t he ri ~hteous and 

pe.~ce to God from t h e r .v-...-ses of tre evildoers. l 

l have a.tteI:i!>ted by delvj n jnt o a nur::ibe r oi bg:ldic E.y1m:s 

and p~l'2.ble s Gttributed to R. J ovh..:c.nc.n to une~rth ollld then cutline 

brieny a v isibl e .. heo loe-:s a s was t'1e fl'l)nt or' the !11Lbbis o f t hat 

time . The sub,,ect of t h is chepte.r is in8XP..austjble a.nd I ~A Able 

but t o touch , t ho•• ·t. fleeti~ly . on :i few of its mo ,·e interestin '? 

t.td enli j}teni~ as.iects . 

1 . Cf 'J),!:ge 10 7 
-1"'3-
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CP.,,1 ... ?T'~!t V I 

LVAJ,L .. ~10! • .=.} '.]) cm:~Ll. ! Jl\ 

This is but a o r j ef sketch o i the Vlf!.YG nnd accomnl)shments 

of R. J ociu: · .an. I f Y1e consider them ';"Tell , •ne \"T:i 11 reali ze t h2 t 

he was ~ tri;.e f ounder of t he scienc e of t ne Talmud . for he made 

ne··1 rules iu IJi shn. _Ji whj oh we re t he key s to i t s t e ·· chint;s . Re 

vios t he ex3.ctinr: ·rt.~rian i n the bn::iu-.g~ of t he ?.:ishn:ili i n 

~iviUS -;o it a sin-ula r cJ"J.<>.rdch teristic st:·le wM ch diffe r ed f rom 

t he la.n.:;u~4'e of t he To r ah . He na.ved t he \?S.v ,:or it:: examin."tt ion 

'Uld i n te!'!)r et..tti -;1· . Re r:ade lucid many mi sh.."'-::.ic !lOints and flxed 

the~ in the minds of the schol~rs . By c ollectin~ e nu.~be '" ~ f 

sayin.£'s of t he T~.nnRim . he Left bel i nd a cherished herita1<:e f or 

·;ener a t lor.s to come . 3!s di sc i ples 1 ::-c fited by his research into 

tbe r.i:my sc )enoe s of tr.e <Ls . His s chohrshi !) m dened t he boun:i

n. ::- ies of t.he Or?.l Law to i~c !'e : sE= !'.; s ? r::i.c -ic::l l4Se .it: P:.le stine 

and the DjRspor a . 

Fo r 5. ll h i s .:..cco=:i 1lls n::£nts , he -nn s c •·e r i s:ied b~,. 11 .:ho 

knew ni.I!l . Kot only 71' ... s he prd s ed by t??e Sa,t:.:es who l ist<'neci 

avidl y to · is t eachings 3.lld :>r o.'ec ted t her.iselves into his dialec

tic lisc ourses , ~'; al so l.Jy a majnrit.v o f t he ""eo1·le who c_ r ed 

little for ba.i r- spli t ti 111~ controver sies. '!'heir on l:,• de s ire w-s 

to he~r ~parable . t o dPrive a lesson fro~ its n.. rr~tive , and se c

ure consol:!t i on from Lheir nund ne c _r es . T"neir eyes , t 'Jo , ··1er e 

- llC' -
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raised i ll r everenc e t c R. J ci:Lz:an , c. r:.1 ster of Agada. , 7;:1r \71', 6 

blessed with t he :;o·;•er t o i n s ti 11 in t c •,ile op.,ressed ieople a 

spirlt o f ho'!'e c.nd comfort . His r1 -:ntec1.' S de U n, s witt m:..nkind , 

his l ove of Tor e..'1 , ~nd his b::. t tle ~inst the ·.,orld l y sor r ows 

~hich fell to hie lot, wer e all stamped in his sermons . His wo rds . 

n product of ye~rs of exnerience, thus fel l u on e~rs eQ:er to 

receive them, e..nd '71e r e S".?eet i n thf' hec.ring of h: s l j steners . 

Thus l oved by 2.11 for J:is •,'Uidin& spi r5 t ~-.nd intellec tual 

l i ght • he uied , shi n ill{! exam le of ::. tr .... di t i m:i e=::i nt :~ fo rever 

i n the he a r ts of his peo ple . 

-111-
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