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I d.edi~a.te this w@rk t® my father 

MIL1I10N HUE:BSCU 

wh~se humility, res~urGefulne$~, 

ait:nd hum@r llitl'.'t) M- €1-<tnt:tnu.ed inswir

a tt(wn !Rnd ble:ss1ni t@ m8. 



As I have written in my first intrmduot@ry essay, this 

thesis is primarily an an.th~l©&i;Y ©f ]H1Hrztry. S1multmeous

ly, l t is intended to be semethinQ; in· ·a.dA iM:®n to the an-~"'~~-~~ 

thelog~r. It is an ex]!>J.@ra, ti()l'.l in Jewish pray@r.. J:·b in"". 

oludes a wart1al ... .,,. atnd ~dmi ttedly fraa;men·ced -- develo}l)

memt a>f a theail0;,~y· and understanding ©f J>rayer. It is an 

embry@nio a:t©sthet1o ef' w@rshi]). 

1l1g.t1dng as my £b:Ui;Jl!!.f m©del, the ]HJ>~tlc~ 11 turgists Wh'1~ 

have enriGhed J@wish w@rshiJ~, I have S.J:'Hi)nt several jey ... 

G}US m@nths remd.:i.n,, oontem:w@rarsr ~aietry in a v&i.riet;y of 

and worsh1w. I have a.ttem1~ted to t\\.:rtloulate some of 

these; others I hope to cr®6\.te and refine a.s I oontinue 

·co ~o ii'l" in the itreFA C)f W®rshl11>. 

I have als® shiawed a 11 turg;ieal f':r.am(.,work by whi@h the 

antholo~y is ®r~s:m1.zed. I e:x:wli»:re in some detail the nm, ... 

ture ©f thait frtA.m@w©rk in my sec0nd introductory ess~~y, 

''Am Ou:tline of §.t~!! Wershi!J• 11 It c©nt~insi t'I. tc.>rayer 

struGtU:r® perscmai.lly deri.vt'!!ld from 8:\ study of seVl'llral e:x:is·· 

ting c~lternB1.tives. 

have s:~tudied. I hai.ve w:ri tten fit commer1t@,ry to these eelec~· 

tiGns, attemptin~ to fooufl! UJi)C>n the eimotionir~ ~nd. th<rn1~hts 

they invoke to~ether with specific prayers. I have &OUiht 

to emwhasize and. develop thenl(~S within the 11 tur~y. At 
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to oonfl1mt with statement• within the litur~y. At times, 

I ha:ve feimd th~ oonflic~ts illuminftting, if net rEtl'Velm-

t®ry. 

In brief, J: have attempted to enr1ch J·ewis:h w<11rshi.p. 

'.Ihe prcJjeot hsi.s not been envisioned as t;;'I. n©w worship 

fi16rV'ioe in itself. Rather, it cloes }}resent &an expl!il.nded 

em:@hasis, I would lik11.1 t() think, of p(~etic p0sslbtli ties 

ancl ]H,:itentlal in worship. It is my h®]Je that this work 

beliefs and emotions within our litur~y. 
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I fe@l ,ref.aetn are best when written lttist. W1 th this 

11~erm])e0ti·v$ 
9 
° I oan best understa.nd whf!!lre I hiave ceme and 

h«iw I eame thtU'®I.. In turn, I oan -- he]?i»f'ully ..,..., o@nv0y 

this t® wh0mever rE1li~d.s this thesilil. 

Al th@u,g;h I remain BA. bit dizzy S\9 that my su.x·r@und.in,s 

this w@rk 11tnd. wla()H';i, I d© knew fr@m wheniae earn@ my in

mJi:t•ati@n and guidane$. Ab©V8 iall, I tam 1ndllllbtod t<>'I Pr0 ... 

f@Sii®l' Stanley F.'. Chy@t f©r his f:riendshi~, his ins it~ht$, 

his t.0leranee, and. h1.s unend.inFb 1uit1encie. My g:reta:test 

j•Y has b•en the <:Dp)®rtun1ty t0 w@rk with him and learn 

1mmt!ll&tSUrably f:r.®m him. Iie :i.m a bl~ssed examJl$ <Wf what 

a wers~n9 a teaoher, a J~w, a r~bbi @an b~l 

I a.m al s© j,nde bted t® s ED'Verral @th er indi vid.ual s whe 

hmv8 read. my w@rk or have ml!lde sem@ a®nstruetive @rj,tioisms 

. aloni) th@ Wf.i.Y.. I thmnk Pr©fc!u~s@r A. R. AmmGn1s, l?r®ftlH'irn~r 

Warren BarSJ;~.d, Dr. Stephen BrS1.ude, Hmbb1 Lawrr1noe H@f'fm~n~ 

J?r0feSfiH;Jr Bern1,rd MtA.r'l:;in, Pr0feuas€1r Jakeb J. Petueh©wmki, 

and Fr$fe1;u10r R@ber:~ Turnbull :t'@r thttir 00mmen:ts and su1 ... 

gemti~ns. All errers and m1sjud1m~mts that remain ar~ 

er:lg,;1nal amd ercat:tve. I w@uld n@t t~hinlc of sharing them 

with ~ny ©f th®S8 pe©ple (unl9SS they w•re mimilarly in• 

elined). 

Cine:lnntitti> 
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Cha:pter I 

P®etry, Prayer, and W®rship. 



'.L'h~.m j,s an anthology of poetry but I allow myself to ho,pe 

that 1t 1s also more than this. It is an anthology of poetry 

whieh ha.1 be'en tuuu,rnblied and annotated w1 th the design of 

ut11.1zation within the Shabat worship setting, of eve~.mg <·arid 

morninii !!SL~lh· '!'his ~.·lll not a subst1 tut1@n or a re,laeement 

for J>rev1otu1 prayerbo0ks. I am not tryin&i; to proliferate 

praye;rb0oks 1~;r. !.!. -- al tl')ough I perscmaJ.ly see nothini; ob-

jeot10nable in suoh a notion, for ideally. every individual 

and eon,re~ation should., have his and its unique 11>rayerbo@k. 

r:L'he human situation and psyche are so d.1 verse that variatic;ms 

in apfroach to worshi~, theoloiy, an4 aesthetics should be 

taken· into accGunt. 'rhe underly1ni: 1urpcnse ®f' thi.s a.n,thol@iY 

of "~lli. for our timer. is to learn to pray and to evoke 

prayert if indeed, that can be dQne. 

I esm, at ]!iresent, speak only qif its e:f'feet upon me. I 
... ,, 

have learned imtiteamurably from tni:s project. My approaoh htMs 

been to de111Jign an order and Q,rrana;em~nt of prayer simulta.ne

Q"sly fixed and ehange-or1ented; 1n short -~ elastic. I have 

found my w@rk tQ be both traditional~ in re1nfore1ni already 

existing rubrics of worsh1Jh and innovative, in sharpenini 

ten1i~ns and conflicts of ideas and 1enmations. I have tried 

to do this both by 1nsert1ni poetic material and adaptini 

ISome Qf the rubrics Of worsh1Jil. '!1he work has brought great 

:plea.sure and. delia;ht tG me in d.eveloping and orehestra.tina; 

adum.brat1Qn$ of the prayer1 and through the u.ee 0f 1oems that 

seem to me to relate 1ntri.eately to them. By· working with 

themes in the 11 turgy and poetry, I have ex:p~rier10ed new in-



lillilihts ""'"' plaeina; work$ in degrees t.)f juxta102iti~n and par ... 

alleliam • 

. AlthGua;h I hm:v·e :felt 1ul))meth1n; Qf the 1nncivat1ve in this 

reseAr¢h, it is by no m\!Jans ori"inal with·me. It 1a based 

@n the ideas of the·1!l~~!l~m. thr~ugh<l>ut the centuries. I 

have mou1:ht t@ emulate them in the Jla(rHUt I have ol:l~uien f<11r 

inserting. new ma.ter1a.l. Other times I have tried t~ d1se~V'-'r 

G>ther plaees and ways tor 1niert1()n. Otl oeea•ic.m, I have 

even VJ<llut;ht to chsna;e the structure @f the Shabat serviee 

tttu1elt. 

It mi&r;ht well be asked; 0 Wh.y n$t desiin an e:rtt1rely new 

•erv1ee?" r. have attempted t$ deal with this and•related 

quc!Hll.ti~ns in the essay "An Outline of She.b•t Worship." In 

tna.t emsa.y, I alsc;, attempt to e:t'.)lain the ehana;es I de want 

to institute. · Ge:rterally, my ~om1t1'm has been t(;J stax-,t f:t>om 

the ~· By stud;ring several (i)f the traditional,):r.a.;rers 

a~d several @t' the rMt1dern poems as well, I have eom<!l t@ see 

how man is time- a.nd pla0e .... 0rien.ted.. This is no detriment; 

rather, it is an 1ntr1ns1e qua.11ty of the hutnan situation. 

Our prayers shli)Uld attempt te deal w1 th flux a:trld ehani~h We 

wership te sane:t1fy time and ehana;e (1.e .. ~ 1unrist'J,.,,1unset, 

week~. m$nths, seas~ns; years). 

MY primary leam1na; has ~een a deeper 1ns1Q;ht,.1nt0; and. 

a}ltpreeil!!tti0n t~r Jewisih Jra.yer, and. fG>r the var1et;r;. a:ra.d: depth 

cf' the Wll:)rshi:p exper1enee. liavil?.16 d.evQted several mll)~ths t\1D 

the intene:Lve reading. 0f 00ntem11Hi>rary Aroer1ean, 1!lngl1sh, Hej,oi .... , 

brew; ·:x:·1a.a.1sh, German, Spanish, and Latin Amer1ean JHrr>etr;r, 



-~-
I e0ntlnue t© reeite §~1! §~.~;],qm, t0r example, and to re&JHJ>nd 

tG> it;s ev()eative 110und$ arid melei>dio m0vement o:t words. I 

have never read/prayed anythini more l©vely. This deeper 

a]!lfrec1at1G>n t@r the liturgy also e.0mes fr©m try1na; to ereate 

some compes1t1ens ®f my ©wn. 1he 1nadequae1es of my attempts 

are p©ignant'oontrasts te what the §iGU..;t:. 0ffers. A deeper 

understand.in&; of the 11 tura;y als0 00mes fr@m examining; the 

prayers and 11earcb1ng f0r :p0ems that express similar motif's 

@r pre$ent c0nfl1et1ni 1deas with wh1eh one 0an simultane$USly 

woanshiJ• At firstt I eX]!leeted a eaeo1heny wr@dtteed 1'Y e~n

trasting 1dea:l'I and m0des ot expressi0n. T© my sur:prise, I 

•<>me times. found 1arallels not despite, but 12!.!ai;.e of tl'ile 

d.:l.l!!Js0naneeo Often. I f<J>und the tens101u1 Qf oomtrast 1n.m;1.a;.ht ... 

fuJ.. At other times, I :round them unbearable.l 

l: \l&Ve pr11>:f 1 ted from the opportun1 ty of 1p~nd,j,n1 the ... lf.ll.~t 

@everal m0nths reading and refleetin1 upon ~reat quantit1e$ 

Gt p®etry. l)urini 1;hat time, I undex·tG>ok myself t© write, .. 

BQnte J..1tu.rgieal poetry.. But it hats been a far ireater j0y 

te dise0ver several poets wh@m ·I had never E>r $eld0m read atl.d 

wh~ more adequately express feelings and e'.X)erienees I have 

had, in ways I ean not a.ppreximate bute:nly 1as1 at. This, 

toG, h'°s been a rewia.rd.-. 

Th~s 1tudy of prayer and :pee try· w1.th1n a wG>rsh1p setting 

hllltm 1mpliei tJ.y raised. several dif.ficul t problems f'0r me 1.:rl 

a'/)stheties. Slowly; and m,gt without 8onmummate ef:f'~rt, I 

have ocome to my own l0w .... key !"""" perhaps 0low~bruow" -- theory 

Gt the a.e•thet1es of worship. I beilln by asktng mymelf 1<0me 



d&litt:htful and 1:t'G>VCHlllltive riddles ...... v1ZI.., What makes & 

prayer pray-able? ArtJ prayers; by their nature prayahle @r 

a.re there un19rayable ·)rayers? :. Urilin;&ble mon&;s? Unp>Gemable 

peer!u'$? What makes a foem prayable? What ls the rela.t1«1n be

tween ]Htlients arid prayers? I d.c:> :not have any an$wers yet. But 

I have several mGre quemtiens. Perhaps it w~uld t&ke a life· 

time 4!>r better, a 11:fe ~ · to answer s©me @f these CJ.uest10n~J. 

The d1rection$·I hatve thus far traversed in the ph11o

sophie&l,l~,eireea of 1iu!1~:rth~t1os are manif0ld. Poems, like 1ray

ers, are no·t ·merei;V· ree1t~ed; · they 1our out o:f' us. When the 

,©et and 11 tur~;ir1t etmsol1d.ate th0se eut1ourin&i;s on pa,er, 

the produet is not a eom~letion a~ mueh a~ it im a beginning. 

The !.!~.c.~53nas1.2. of' poetr,v eomes te the :ti>Oetie ee>lleet1~mSB, as 

the worshiJper eomes (or shQuld. $1time) to the Siq.J~r. and. t© 

worship, in ea&i;er anti()1J>at1Qn G>f ta ereat1ve exper1enee. '£he 

!:'>@ems and. the }t'lray$rs are empty vessels and fornus which we 

fill with ourselves, our life exper1enees, our dreams, our 

as]&irati,ms. 

l?aems a.nd. prayers mhare immediaey. :&i>th are evocative 

me~na of expre11111i!l1'1»:1. The quaJ.i tiea of s<l>un.d. and eadenee as 

well a.s eent~mt rare 11.fol,n'iLfieant. Are the sounds/rhythms as 

important as the idea1? Or vice ire:rsa.? I thinlt that is 

sQmeh®w an illegitimate question. E~en ~oem, eaeh prayer, 

isi a uni ·ty. Ea.oh may have inner tensia>ns; and we :read.e:t's/ 

Wd>riJh1:pJpers may 0ome at these inne:r. tensions wt th certain 

pred.ileetiGns. I sul:fpome, however, the,t the qu.esti(J):i::t :1.:s 

justifiable in ant1oipat:tna; or refleotiniJ; a historieal (or, 
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it may be ar,ued, a real) dualism in man, between the ration$1 

alild. the emot1 ve. J.Mt does riot the e;i:f't Gt' the peet and. of the 

li tUX'i1St lie 1n creating; harm.0nies? $(!nnetimes this can be 

d@ne w1th0ut words: ea):.m0t si~enee be a p0em, a :prayer~ w0r .... 

sh1J? I am thi1iltini gf a eatea;ory whieh blends e©i!bni tion and. 

em@tion. It is m.0t my mind. @r my emot10i'\ls whioh respond ...... 

it im 1 who l'tUilJr>Ol:\l.d. The se]llaration 1m artif1eial; :r have 

never sto:w.,ed blm.ming: GUr Greek 11 fore:t'a.thers" for ereating 

this illusion gf separation •. Sinee I finally sueeeeded in 

ex}llre1i1H1iniii; tho.se feelings, let me )r©~eed. to make mnQther 

type of_artifio1al sop~ration. 

Al th©Ugh poems and prayers have IQ.uch in common and. e&Yl 

be i4entieal, there is lf;)meth1n~ th$t d.imtinguishes them., 

Presum~bly, ]!lrayers are ex:press;Lon.&1 ad.dremsed t© G~d in ad.

di ti en te man and/ en: self. Id,ea.lly, :p<t>ems are, tGH~, but a. 

poem whioh is nG.>t ad,dree1ed t0 G$d eeuld still be .a p0em 

suad, j,n fiaot, a marvellou1 1<>em. A prayer that is nGt ad

d.reauied to God, in add.1 tion t0 man and/0r self, .111:1 !.!, l:J.!2. ...... 

Qne mi~ht e®ntend. -- not a Jewish ':prayer. What d© I meta.µ by· 

0 addressed to Ggd"? l eertainly. do !112.1 mean ne~essarily be

"1nn1n1 Qr endin(il; with a dire et invQciuati(.111 o:f the deity. I 

do mean: Ooem the :p@e~ br1n1J; us t0 a heightened. awarentHi!S 

1.nd sense of 1nterde,endeney? D<1>em the pe,>em helJ> um tQ be

e@me aymbQls rather th~n beini JQSsessed of 1ymb0ls? DQes 

the JHi>em sCIJmehow ineorp<Dr.ate 1 tself in our 11 ves and ov.r 

values? D0em th$ J©em increase praise, rej01min,, tha~ks• 

ii vin{;il;, p~ti tion. "I If .the anmwer tC!.l these q,uestiens 11 a:f'~ 

tirmative, I would say the ·poem/])rayer 11 "ad.dressing GG>d." 



Mavini dJ.fferent1~ted, prayers from pe>ems (@r have I?), I 

want t<l> examine the eontext within which we might'hQpe t0 

)lace them. Woreihi'P> is esumientially dramft~' So is life -

th0Uiht 1t may be, n.©t alwaysi 10 etnphatierally. The wu.rJ!H"se 

of w0rshi) 1s both tC/ll ex]n:·esll and to 1.m.press. 
2 

Our 11 turiY 

is filled with item$ fr~m the mundane whiGh we· e~nsoi@usly 

(try te) sane t :lty. · Cemd.les, bread, wine be~ome h®ly. · Man 

and his J.1fe bee©me hltllly. 

Prayer is nC>t in itself WQrshiJ. Prayer is an individu

al• s SJHni.ta.neG>us pesture-res10nse tr.> life. Wor$h1.J> 1s a pEua-

1 ti ve Stsserti0n. ®f ia man's relatiq;,nto ©thers and. ta> G0d. It 

is a subtle e0mb1nati®n Gf the SJ1Gntane0t:u1 and the t1xed. For 

example, ll!IU.F>JHl)Se we had a prayer that fulfilled ~ur d.ef1ni ti0n, 

i.e., a.ddr~uisinil God.. If the w0r11l'd.J]H~rs · c©uld. n©t relate to 

the prayer a.nd were unttble t© .ttem:pty" them$elveEt into the 

prayer -- a1 it were, beeeme the 1rayer ...... then we w0uld have 

a ease 0f 1.ne:f'f'eeti ve worship• In taet, m0mt w0rship is 1n

etfeeti ve beea'u.se we eannot enter int0 it. Part 0f my aim in 

creatimg th.:1.s anth0legy is t© •eeentu.ate and increalle the de

s;ree t1tnd possibility et spQntaneity in w0rship. By ernphasiz

ina; the variety of the them$.t1a mo·t:tf1, :r: hQpe I am makina; a 

s00d ease fQr itm.QVett:t0n within· the standitrd rubr1~s 0f Jew

ish 'rayer. Poetry, prayer, and w@rshi:P t1.ll deal with the 

d1reeting of theu~htm a.nd emotiQ>ns. We c0me to understand 

their 1m,aets best by 11vini with vmr1©u.s terms @f eaeh and 

ch@os1na; the most suitable tE> our ·bed .. ni• The d1ff'1@ul ties 

lie in kn@wing what t«> ohGQSe, knG>win&: how t0 a;o ab0ut 
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ehQGJGing1 and lm.E>wing G>ursel"tres. 

Our JHii.letry, 1rayer, and w@rship draw s1in1fieant e0nse

quence1 f0r eur th1nk1n1/feeling abcut GQd and man •. The 

theQl<:>gy er the §J..9-u~ is peaJ.ly oGm]uuied flJf nu.mer$US the

©l@a;ies.. 1I1he .s.i!!!ai s.alls G0d: 'rhe. Shield ©f e1ur Sal vat10n, 

Ow.r P1ather 0ur Ge>d, 1rhe Mereit'ul Ged, Judge, 1I'he Creat@r of 

Light and the Faishien~r ci>f Darkness, the Redeemer of Israel, 

'I'he God e:f All Creatures, The Bles1Bed. One, our G0d and Q<!)d 

of G>U:t:' l•'a ther1. With eaeh E>f these. terms, every ma.liil. has 

different asm~$1a.t1®ns due te> his unique life-ex:perienee tllll.d 

the $rises he ha.$ had t® fa.ee. Many 0f the rabbis et old 

amd these 0f the present day, tGo, resp@nd t0 life and i·ts 

et,•1me.s w1 th unsystematie tht!H~lGi1es~. This tUH'lld t0 tr0uble 

me, but n0w I have c0me t~ see their 1ntr1ns1e value. First, 

Qrl. a.e:st:het1e and intelleettutl grc»unds, e@ns1•texaey 1~ berin~ - ... 

at the least. See@nd, life itself 1s se full of flux tha,t cum

s1steney is unprofitable f0r the1t>legy. Similarly, men ehange; 

their situations ehange. '.t'he<1>l0&;ies are devel,~]i>ed te ansrwer 

questittms th&t ~re t1m.e- and ]lllaoe ... EJrie:nted. Yesterday• s 

answers d® not tit today's questions. N$r should we ex1eet 

them t0 d© 11u-.,. Cens1steney within man•s understanc1.1ni is n~ 

eemplirnent t© G©d. And tl1e ult;erier motive f@r any the•l(;l)f&Y 

is ~~~X!!~, praise of G®d. H0~ 0an we ex1ect censisteney fr0m 

ourselves when lt is im}1uii>Ss1ble espeeially :f:rE>m Him? 

J:l'Qr my th@u,;hts. ~re n0t y~rnr th~ughts and ,my 
ways a:r.e not y©ur ways, sa.1 th G0d.. F<i>r 11s the 
heavelas are 111..b®Ve the earth s0 are my ways 
above you.r ways a:nd my th@ught11 above yC1.n:tr 
tb.®UB;ht~.3 
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Iteeal."dless of' the variety of terms we ref er t© and r0le$ 

we try to plaee God wi ·thin; there are SQtne mean:i.nif'Ul &;ener

al 1 Za tionai we o~n :rnaki')) about G0d., r~;ener!t\lizf:.1.tions bmmed UJlH\1m 

the nature aind fE:>rm 0f. Jewish t.ror8Jhi!ll. Dr. Hesehel, et bles

sed memory, wa.m insie;htful when he pointed. c;n.tt that mian d.~e5l 

not S])'leak ta> G~d; rather G0d s1eakil to man.
4 

Man. addresses 

5 God y .li H:e were present. 

and is t;he hearer 0f 1::r·1:y:'e1t' ~- this remains moGt. Iit worshiJ 

of Qe>d 1llusi0n or reality? P0ssibly it is 11J.usi0n and 
~ ~~~ 

reality I Are the dl)fnsunics 0f ]llrayer · v1s-~·v1s the w©rship

per ehanged. if in fa.et GG>d. does not listen and is not !!11. 

listener tQ prayer? If man 0nly addresses G·od and. dees not; 

s~e~k t0 Himt then there should be no difterenoe. Revelati©n 

©eours wheri GQd. S]!>eaks tG) man; (!)I' tG> f\;>ll0w 1:3e::t'k0vi tz • line 

of theu,ht, when revelati©n has eecurred, m~n interprets 

this as if G@d: had llf""e>ken to him. "The man of fai·bh 0 sees 0 

~-~ J:d' 

God 1nitiatinii 0 the ae·t. 0 Ma:n respond.s,, And. hdi>W is th$ man 

Gt>t' f$t1 th te kn©W if he is in raet· :t'EHil]J©nding; t!SI G·l'i\'ld.. s pres

e:noe ©r the rem€t>val 0f God's presenGe '( D0es 1 t ii.l.time\·tely 

matter? After lll.lJ., d¥1eS Goel benef'1·t fr'1nn ])ra;yer, E)r does 

man? I tam t©rn by that quest10n• Reluetantly, I re]illy, it 

1 s mutual, en: a:p~ears so to me, al theua;h the th0ui\;h t © f G@d 

desirdn&i;; G>U:t' 1raise sua;&i;esbs egE> :nee<is '1>n R1s·1art as well 

endless p9,rm.d.0:t.t:Hil. I have n<i> better "1roef 0 fer tny 0wri. 

e:x:1stenee/presenee, let al0ne His. Althou&;h I laelt the 

)h1l<i>so:ph1oal. S$ph1stioat1on to prcove existenees ( l eho@se 
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t@ lln tnine), ne1ther have I the ])resn~m)!)ti0n or short•si;ht

ed11ess to venture into sueh areas ¢)f quieksil!.:nd, as they appear 

t<il me te be. After all, I may diiua·,pe.ar. Ul tima.tely; seeking 

ta ]>rG>ve Ged • s e:x:l. s tertee 1 s n@nsensi e.a.1. Who am I t$ )rove 

~le 1 s? ! eart only p'.t'ai se l'lim .... and w0uld that I e0uld. de 

that mere &:f'ten and m0re adequately. I rely t1'n my rabb1nie 

)>redeeessors, men like Ms.imertid.es who ·~ought t<n> develop an 

effieient means of dispensing; w1 th fa.llaoieius and mean.in, ... 

less O(l)ntem;pla,tion.. Ne;ative thei>l~gy, 1 .. e., the.tt we ea.n 

legitimately makef n® a:f'f.ir:m.ative·- statements about the na-

ture of G€>d., is based on the b$lief' that we have not the 

eom])eteney. Is Me net fm,r more wonderful a.nd less CiHDm:pli

~ated ·1 than we .. ttrl!:iJ? 

· I shall pr<0p0se a few mod.els f~r better underetandin~~ 

· t · 1oetry, pr11yer, w0rsh1t~ and· mart• f.!l rQle in them. :Before 1: do 

so, let us see what wershi]> indi41!}atem about the nature G>f 

man. Al th0ugh we Gan say little (really, noth3.ni) ab$\tt l; 

the nature of' God.~ we ean say a su.bs1t:ant1al am®unt &b©ut 

the nature ©f man. Rav Ke~k, · $f blessed. memory, mai:n:ta:dmed 
- 6 

t~a:t man's seul is oontinual.ly 1:n a state tDf prayer$ His 

v·iew is an el0quent re)rese:ntat1on of the man of fmi th ttnd 

:@raetiefl). xiowever, he assumes what he~ in ])art, wants t@ 

)r0ve and. believe ...... that mEu:r ~.s a prayin; animal. He is 

cerreet. !i@wever, in net defining his term, does he not 

riiilk missin~ a. deewer truth? Man is 1ntr1ns1eally idola ... 

t:I•0u.s. 1rhis is the fa,ote>r that dif:f'erentia:tes us frt'm and 

unites us with the rest @f ~reat11tn. we may try a little 
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h&rder; l: d@ubt we do any better. A plant irows towards the 

sun: Do we m©v·e with sueh s1nileness ef .llJU.rp0se'? Idollll1:try 

is the w0rship ®f a faulty image er value. ,All w0rshiJ1 is 

the sorting 0ut &nd develGpins of value prefereneem. We iare 

a.11 sp0ken t<!> throu.a;h the ,1ass d.mrkly' n!-.~.!!!!1:~!~!!,!. ~

;1.!•h.l-!f'.'?.P!i...11• and the image we taprprehend frem 1 t is ~nly ...... 

iat best -- a r©U.&r;h ap1ro:ximation of what He is,. 

By; $li\H3e:rt11'li mll\n•s idelaatrous tendency, I d0 net mean 

t@ · den11rta.te him. After all, you ltnow, he is· the i;innaole 

0f oreation. But· he is part of creation and subjeot t@ its 

de1endenoies. its eontinual flux, its inevitable, i:nesc.a;,a ... 

ble tnG>rtal.1 ty. Man and: life are shot th:t-eugh w1 th im1er:ree

tion.s; idolatry 1s in direet ea>nsequence @f QUr 1m)i)erfect1Gns. 

B;V er.1t,1c1z1n, f!l>Ur jaded mj.rr®rs and values, l 4\IUll only in ... 

direetly d.impa,ra4ting man., : Intr1ns1eally, there is n~thb1g 

the mi11,tter w1 th e,os se len&; as we can differentiate between 

them and ~ur tGtal selves and lea.rn whe:n tG> san0t1fy which. 

Idolatry is the first mG1CJ.el I pr<:>]Hi>se fer worshi1. .And life, 

beini refleetive Gf w0rship, is also, howev·er it is wraet1eed, 

:td~l~.trQus. Al thoul3,"h md.m:t ttedly m rather skept:teal ·pos1 tion, 

1 t does n0t sts.nd wi theut 1reeedent '1>r insi&;ht.. When lteeles

ia.stes deseri bed everY'thiner; as bein~:w; vanity, he was nu1tking 

a similar ©bservat10n -~ everything, then .!!!!~\!!lJl:. w@rsh1). 

When Shelley .d.esoril:leS the br©ken stele/rn©nu.111ent <!>f Ozyman, ... 

dias, he d®es n©t !a.sk our siy.m]u.lthy for the mc;>nareh • s lost 

power and prestige; he asks elrur )i ty ... - and disd&in. I use 

thii, my first model, as a necessary e©rreetive while the 
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Qther rnodels indi©ate perha1s (])erhaps not?) .n0bler p0ssibiJ.1 ... 

·ties fQr worshi]). Taken ·toiethert I h(>p>e • they 1r0ve insight

ful. 

Poe try /:prayer/w0rsh:i.p are fundamentally v1 tal med.els G>t 

e0mmu.nieati0n.. As ntenti0ned ab@ve, the.11' vi'l1ali·ty lies in 

1mmed.1aey and ev<llH)atlon* The ]>Urp@se ©f ee.mmuniaati@n is to 

transmj~ t 0 ma terial. " The "ma terim.1° ean be e©~n1t1 ve e.fIDn tent 

t;ts well as emot1ve ... feel1n,. ~rhey bring t4'&;ether and unite 

many d1:f':feren1; .sensati©ns and pereepti~ns.. 1lhis f0r.m. of oCll>m

munioation br1nt:;s· peo11>le t<.1>gethe.r and ereaites mn en1virG;mment 

for sharing. .CiID1llE:t.:1.ea.1;12l,! oa.n -- it will n<1>t alw&yt!'I - ... cre

ate vwmun.t.~l.· 1l'he oontemworary ex-,ressi©n "getting one•s 

thin,&;; t0~ether" is :1nstruct1 ve within the 0Gr1text 0t w<:>rsh1:p 

as a m0del e>f ~©mmunicuation. Men 0@mm.unieate t@ tta;et them.

selves t@gether. 11 '.this entailm relat1~msh1ps w:i th self, oom

muni ty, a.nd ~rea tor .• 

WE>rshj.p ean alm0 be seen as ta search :f'0r pri0ri ties and 

Qore values. 1:1he o©nneot1Gn to 1cl0latry appears, and is, 

str1kin~. What we eh€lcu;ie tel> r~aneti:fy and hew we choose tG> 

srnmetify 11!1.re )JHaramc:mnts 'l'hey bee0me i:nterc.hangea'Q,ble with 

our names. After all, we a.re our valuem; we want a!i1d. .. ne.1ed 

t0 reflect them -- be they money, wisd®m; yeu th, sQ1,riety, 

()r whtia.t-have ... you. Effective W(~rshi]) builds a bridge t<11 life ...... 

o:r, better, 1s a br1d&;e t$ life. When. we id.entify QUrselves 

wi·th our v·alu.es, we str1 ve t$ bC!H}Qme like or actually t0 

beeome inea:rnatiGms tiil:f' Gur values. In this Gwntext, ©ur :woems, 



lilinalJ.y, I want to offer the model of art and arti111Jtia1 

exp:t•ess1on. . It is perhm.~s the most .oensei0usly direot a,p ... 

·' pl1$ati0n ~f' this J©etie anth0leiY. "tVorsh1J is, I believe, 

. ' 
' 

i 

a speeial art f0rm. I~ &as its partieular skills -- seeing 

GGd reflected in &ne• m fellowmen and within 0neself, 1.nd 

seein1 @neself reflected in iome•s God and ©ne•s fell0wmen. 

It in.v0lves 11 need and e<r>mm1tment t0 experiment in ad.dressi:ing 

Qnd. read.dressini G<ll>d., man, and self. Its biblical image is 

Jac~0b struggling with the aniel. In w0rship God seeks seme

h©w tGJ> be cu>n.qu.e•red. If we e©uld enly rea.eh xiim, ee.Qh @ther, 

@urselves. Se we praet1oe and try aaain. In trying again, 

we ehan~e, we create new m0des 0f 1d@latry, 00mmuni0ati©n, 

value sear0h:ln11;, a.rt. we d.evel01 nerw ways ®f wrestlin&. 

And S$ d<1> th$Se with whQ>m we wrestle. S0 d$es God. These 

·then a.re m0dels ef W$rsh1W that I find helpful and. will have 

oeeasi0n t0 refer t© when analyzing some 0f the poetic sel-

eo ti0IDS I seek to intreduee in w0rship. 
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1 CGntrasits &nd 0'imtradiet11Dnfi! in Jewish worship Gtre in 
line with ·tra.d.1 ti®n. F'®r example the 11©ri.ah and Haftarah 
]Hl)I'ti<Jllrl.S Qf g,~ ~~J!.?\?r.!'.• ,.. ... ··~'"'"~ ....... ,, __ 

2 1I1he@d®re :a. Gaster, 'nl'IJ.0dernizing the Jewish l?rayerb@lii>k, u 

~.l' April, 1954, p.353. 

3 Isaiah 55:89 

4 A.bra.ham,J. HEHB@hel, .~1~..D!!-.Sa!!iL!ll-9:!9:.• p.8 .. 

5 Eliezer Berkovitz, fF!l~' PP• 12-14. 

6 .!J?id.' ,. 6. 
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ln se·leetini and. mnnetat;1ns; this anthel0.g;y; I h~ve a ttern)?

ted ·t0 axpl0re the nature 0t' Jewish J!l>:t•ayer and w0rship. 1: 

have 0:t'ten asked myself' wha.t Jewish pray·er and Jewish wership 

den0te. Abcwire, J: deuii~ribed Jewish ·prayer as an expre~s~.0n 

add.ressed t$ · Ged in add.1 ti<im t@ mankj.nd and/0r self, 1 I ~cn
trasted :rprayer r:and w0rsh1w bJ de1iu.1ri b1ni: prayer as mn 1ndi v1du.-

Jlljl1HlllH!W ...... ~ n '"""QIJIAW ~' 

,1,lJs S1JG>ntane0us J>l1Hi1ture-res11>@nse t@ life, and w~rshi).1>, as a 

iUZ<i?.~!.. aGtivity tha:t requires some standardizia:b1om, cMDm,r@mlse, 
2 . 

and experimentati0n. Hcrnever, 1 t remains f<Dr us t0 ex]>lore 

what in faet eenstitutes Jewish w@rship. It h&s n©t devel01-

ed as a m@n®lithie entity. 1!1here are several versions, texts, 

:prayerb©eks, and lifestyles. New <imes are eontint:lally beini 

f'ash,i0ned, Md. some hll!lve fallen int0 disuse. 

Histi:n:•ieially, Jews W:hc:i have assembled ·to w~rshi1 have 

devel0ped. a basie framew0rk :fer the arra.n@lemen·t; a.nd @rder ©:f 

the .. serviee. As 0ne Wh© has G<tl>me t€i> see h1mmelf' ms stand.1na; 

within thig ·t;rad.itien, this shalshelet hakabalah I ean, :1.n ~-'111'.1•£ IU l<I!~ • ji~! ( lllil#llll .... ' 

part, ae@ept it as my ewn. Ambisuity arises fr@m my oondi-

' t1~n1ni v:tm ... a-vis tradi ti©n. .. ~lbe Ref0rm 1d.e©lo&r;ill-•l ]Hllsture 

haim been simulta:ne@usly :1.nnG"nrative-modern and eeleetie

tradi t10nal, taking what :l. ts leaclers th@ught to be th• best 

et bCll>th and f'ashienini&; theru inte> fine 1dels. The rest sf' 

the amb1$.U1 ty 11em in 1nd1 v1dual1 t~v, stiff-neokednesm, and 

a.estheties. What is m0re subjeGt1ve th&m the way in wh1~h 

we w®rshiJ>? .Are 00gn1t1ve arguments ttl!>r. 1nelus:hm/ex@lus1®n 

Cii>f 1rayerm and symb~ls just1f1Qat1.ens 0r rat10n~lizations? 

'rhat is s0methinfl!; f0r em.eh individual t© determine fQr him-



... 113-

sel.:f.. As I a.et ©U t my fc:orms ©f idela try t I ])ai11fully seareh 

fer values ·by settinli them in GH_,m,etiti@n.. C©ntinua.lly l 

seek t® c~mmun:tcate wi:th · ...... my G©dt my I)e0ple, m;y Fellsw ... 

men, myself ...... by placing the&Je values bet'ere me as sj,;ns 

and reminders. I seek t;0 ]flU.rify the e:x:per1enee, re:peat it, 

reGreate it 1n m. variety @f ferms. 1hese are b©th the m0 ... 

d.tls (l)f wEu."shi}l) delinea.ted ab0ve and the pr0<M1:iss ©f w(J)r

sh1p t•lTue~d~s•rlbtd~bel®w. 

I begin fashiGmin&; !!U"., 0rder ®f. service by searching 

thrmug;h the wast·traditi®n. Others may beg;1n by mtart1n1 

anew. I eannet. My th@us;ht and worship f$rm n© .!t!~~ 

I..~.l§l!.· 1lb.ey b$&:in :t'r@m a e©nte:x:t ~nd develO]l.l as I j;r@w' 

a.:nd· learn, and. leve. My reJ.ig1en 61.nd W$rsh1]) su:rr0t.md and 

ena;ult' me. I 11\m. Israel smd I am wart ©:f' Israel. By vir

tue e:f' this self-Qh©<i>sin1 icHmti ty, I bEH)©me }U\r'b et' a 

su1rahis'b@rj.Euitl entity in whieh wast- wresent1 and future 

mer&;e. Isr$tel -- the lllt!!H9J>le wh@ strive with G0d -- both 

m•ke their hist<r>ry· and. tra:nseend 1 t. The elsiim is lud1Qr0u:s; 

but w0rsh1]1l and the rel1g1lil>US ·realm are presn.l.m:~tU®UEh .3 S0/ 

aa:ie we. S© are @ur lifestyles and as1:i.ratillllns. A.nd SQ 

they mhould be. The Jew cries 0ut t0 G0d .. 1n ian ef:fGrt· t; 

SSl.VEl hi.ms elf and the W@rld •. - rrhe elo.1111 has alway.11n'been Ql:'l 

ul timarte exJressi0n ~f Qh.uJ.s!~h· .And the degrees and di ... 

reoti®.nm et ehlli>senness have a.lways been 1er]:i>lexin~:;. 

I start by· Sl.sking, as 51.t the bea;inning e>f M!.!!.!b.!l 

J;2:ra~Jl~, wi.i;h whieh the 1l'aJ.mud starts, !J.lJi~' .!..m.!.~ll -- when 

d@ I fi:x: my worship? I have IJl:t'eJH11.red my anthel©gy for the 
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Shaba.t _ ... Frid.ay evenina; and Saturday fil<ll)J:'ning. Muoh of it, 

I weuld think~ is l!ll.da:pta'ble to daily and tfl> h©lida;y wormhi]i). 

J'ewish w@rsh.ip hms a basic framew@rk enabling us tc insert; 

into, inn$vate, and dl~le.te. .• · WhG> .icn(!)WS h<i>W we shall w0rshiJ.1 

t0morrcw? 

I 1ra.vitate first tQward.s thG>se elements @f wership 

that I Ctann®t d0 without.. And· those elements begin with 

the ~hept! and. the !m!Gi!:h· In $h00s1ni· the /Sh~&~ as an j,n .... 

dis1ensable.un1t for the ev:.enltUKi, and m0rnini servieHHlt I 

otter the fell0w1ng re$.s0n: It e©mmuni~ates t®rue that 

Ad~mai; !! @ur Gad and in 00ntrast to the tnlAl tiplie:t ty of 

pe01le. thinl,il;S 1 and values eont1num.lly mov'ing in and @ut 

©f existenee, l:le is Qru?,• O:f e®urse, my eEimmentary is <1mly 

@ne 81.m~m~ several iand :perhaJis J.€!H:i'IS 1nsi1,htful than m@st. 

B.a;hi emphasizes that "He is .!!!!!: G©d in e®ntr11td1st1nethm 

te the G@d @f ®thers, speeif1$ally the id®latreus natiens, 

and that in the future He will eentinue t@ be One. 04 :j~:~~iM'i"
ne o@mments that "t0 all that-is oreated God gives reality,"S 

!bn ltzra ••.rmstwes the beginning 0f the Shema as UJ:tf):IJW' o 
6-

lsrael, the L0rd is our c;@d, the L0rd al@ne. 0 .Ae'e®rd.:in&; 

t€1.l the Ramban, this sentenee is the 0 seuroe 0f Jewish faith. 

rle whe d.imagrees bla.s:phemes, i.e.,· denies Ged .• '* 7 rrhe Rash ... 

bam e~mments t;h&11.t 11Ad©na1 ~ H.e ml®ne, ;l.s eur G0d and. we have 

n$ @ther G0d. but H:im." · As for the final 1h:rase 0~!E!! ~S?h!"-d," 

H.ashbam afiuserts; "He al0ne will ~C!t ,:·;er~e·.': a~1d. w$.i.W1i1Jl tn©t '·.unite 
8 

h:tm with a,:ny other G10a ...... eve:n t@ inake m8ta;1<1ih 11 

M@st 0ften the Shema 1s dimeussed within the Talmud in 
J!ffl u ,.. ·~ 

·-------------------~"~~- .. -·-·---
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the 00ntext 0f wha.t eGnstitutes its }!)r0pe.r utterahe$, v:t.z., 

:1 number G>f times, when, h<ilW ••• m1>wever, i.n s0me :plaoeis, the 

§h.~ll'.1~ is prE.uien·ted as an ex]i)lana,tien f@l" the distinetive ... 

ness 0f the ~~venant, frJ>r example, ·" And it v.ras written 

the Mt9ly One BJ.essed. Ee He said t© lsra;el, • )!'®U made me 

the 0ne 0bjeet ©f l®ve ;tn the werld as it 1s said, Shema --
~l!.t"..!ll•. ~ t an.d I will make you the Gne ©bjeet l)Jlf l<11ve 1n 

t~he w0rlcl as 1 t is JSaid., 'Wh0 is 11ke y@u O Israel, as a 

peaple of the earth?' .,9 

T• inerease the si1nlfi111uanse ©f the Shema, the rabbis --
s<1>u.ght t0 a.ttribute its initial uttera.nee ·t>© :paradiimatie 

lead.ers and 0entral revelat;~ry events. Am(i)n{jf; th®se Ghose:n 

are .MEurns at Sin.ai and Jao®b mt the tirn.e he· 'blessed his 

s©:ns. Instead ®f exGlu.sively limiting the initial utteJ:' ... 

lU1"e 0f the Shema t@ a leader, other writers ef rabbinio ---
literature a11r,r0aohed the subjeet from an0ther ,erspeetive .. 

Rab'bi. Pinehas reminds us that <.;0d d.eolared., "I am the L@rd 

y~ur Ge1d, tt bef@re the )e0ple a.1; Sinai •. ·The <tsraeli tes res

pended, "The IA>rd 0ur G®d, the L0rd is One. nlO In sumrna- · 

ti0n Gf.' eur brief expl©ra ti©n 0f the exterisi ve 11 tera tu.re 

deal1.n' with the Ittt~!!,, Dr. J0seph M. Mertz emJhasizest 

tt
1.that @]H:!ln1n$ sentemee ~'l>t ·the Shem.a riihtly Qeeu11.es ·the 

11u,ntra.l plStee in Jewish rel1,1©um thoui,ht, ·for every ether 

Jewish belief turxrn.1 U]>On. it: m.11 goes bamk t~ it; :-lll ·c 

flaws tram it."11 

!' :t retain the three passages ®f the filh!!);'l~ -~·Li. thin my 

servioe ©utline beeatuae tea;ether fu~w.;· am)!1ll1fy the meaning 
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@f this initial senten$e. Many 0f us have cGme tG read 

this $.s.t$und1nai; and beautiful seeti$n S© meehaniee.lly. that 

we 0:f'ten '9·verle0k its m~nifold. ins1i;hts. 1J~herefore, I pro

p@se te 1ntr@du.Ge J©etiotal material between the va.ri0us 

lHtra{l;raphs (11f the. §!'!~m!. t© em:rrhasize. and aceentuate its 

'themes and. rhythms. 

Th~ Ve'ahia.vta 00ntsd.ns 0ne 10:f' the mest bizarre and un..--
:natural 0@mmandments possible; We: a.re 00mmand.ed t@ l©ve. 

M@w dees ©Ur love f0r. God reflect, ©Ur l&ve for @ursel vea, 

®Ur ftitm111es, <IJ)Ul'.' :P,e<i'wle,,. mat:lk:tn<t? tl@w d0es $Ur l@ve f0r 

Ged relate t€> ®Ur er¢1t1o love? Sh$uld. it? Are they sep ... 

arate 11u1te$;·©ries or different ex])ressi@ns ef a similar 

em@ticon? J·udaism. h~ls hist$rieally been .t.hll w@rla .... 0r ... 

1ented. Thr@ugh the m1~.s;v .. ~t, the Jew has sanctified the 

mund.axie. 11his ha.s been e.n expressic;;>n ...... perhaps the ex ... 

Jressi0n -· ®f l$ve fer God. 

The seo@nd ,ars.~raph @f the §.12.~n,i~ (Deu·teren0my 11: i; ... 

21) wresents a naive oase f<S>r reward. ~nd }Punishment. l?er .... 

:f'mrmini ©r refra,in:Lna; fr0>m the m~:~n.l?. 1s n0t a s:tm1~le aot. 

Ar).d. ©tten by pe1•tormin1 s0me, .we are. @mi tting ""the:rs. ).Arid. 

viee versm.. As evil, destiny, and freed©m a.re am0ng ·the 

m0st d.1f:f 1eul t G>f 0Qnee1ts t('I) etpialy to the pherut>mena. ©f 

the w©rld, we need an op>pertu:ni ty t© ex:am:1.ne them in . the 

Gsntext Gf our affirmati(t'Jn .ef G<r>d. Perhaps this 1s suth a. 

1lm.ee. F®r t~he sim1le o~mo~pt~, ©f reward. and punishment 

;resented in the ~:r·aye:r.' is but ©rte of a variety $f wtays 

t0 intel:'Jret G@d'e res~ense t© man•s aoti~ns. Rather 



than °t1 t fer tat, n GC11>d mill!;ht better.Loe utt.derst0$d as un ... 

invelved, a ha1hazard reaet®rt a mysteri0us eorresp0ndent, 

@r an absurd. el<iYWn. ·'!hf.I W©rsh1J]te:r sh@uld n@t feel o@m

pelled to oh00se e)ne r0le f0r 6\ll. time. 1i'he e0nt:rast be

tween the :prayer text and a )(l)et:te sel~0:td:t•nt;:e.ant1awJ11¥•":'.~s 

a.n ind1eat10n ©f the elast1e1ty 0f 0ur 1nterpretat10n ef 

G0d. Ged and Elis oreat10n ©f the }!},1.t,!V!.~. a:re n0t .the 

@nly eni&mas. l~'er all @f' the ,syeh0l@giea.l. eX.~er1ment$..:, 

titiln in the m.rea 0f m.@tiva:!Jion~ we still hmve few ink1w 

J.:tns;s wh;t ptiHJ~ple do @r abstain :fr0m partieular aats. -J'fl.he 

lgl.J?.!:J.:m.1 !,! ~.M!:v@ji_, the aoee]>ta:r10e ef the y0ke G>f the $Gm~ 

mandments, plaees a :formalized beha:v:.:t~ri:tJ.stru.·eil:nawe,:·:bell!l

t'"~re · PJ,an and ·tells him this is "the way. 11 The impl:t.oatiens 

and Gem1lexi ty ©f' the Jrayer eould itsdn a great deal fr<i>m 

further d.evel~pment. 

··l'he third. )taragra.1h EI>f the ~!.t V.rhieh the rab'b1a 

eaJ.led I!.~s,i;,,..~. li.~l.!i!l:~~~- the ~$ing; f0rth fr0m Eiypt, o©m

menees wi.th a o@llllhandment f0r t'rin,es. Whether tir neat we 

interpret ·the Gtlnl.liUiU'ld.ment 11 terally, we need o~rttinual re

minders te instruct us, reinfGl>ree us, ~r;i ve us id.entifieia

tien~ Witheut them~ we teo easily bee@me idelat$rs, lls

torted value seekers, inadequate eemmunic.ud:;ers. 

The §n~m! is ~retaoed and fellowed by.several signif

icant prayers that I have included in my ©utl1ne. The 

initial JPI'efaee is the ~rehu ·the Call t~ W~rshilJ, the 
/PO l-111' ~I 11~ i • ~ ' ' 

a;ather1ng t@g'ether and asserting the need and. a11i{;nif1-

11uant-ei Gt' ]f>rtaisi:na; Ged, m8.n, and. self. 1rhis is f0lJ.0wed 
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by a, ber1edioti~m (whieh 1m different in the mci:t."'ning and 

evening serviee) e:xpressintl(; Geid* s · eentrol @ver n~:ture .,., ... 

0f whi¢lh mmn illi! but a part. · 'l1his has been. :f0r oentu.~~.es 

a. faveri te SJHl)t for inoludin' 111@etic&l inserts. 
1

I~ey 

have taken their names frem the bened1et1©n in.to whicth 

they fit. 
·:r&tsr<ilt inserts, and in: the evenintK; ib is the Ma'ariv ·- .. , .. ,,_ ---
.~t!V: ..... im_, henae they are oalled the Ma'arm.v©t inserts. N$.-.. .........~~------" 

ture and its w@rkin~s ~re ~0)Ular themes in ~©etry. The 

relat10n between these .JPhen0menst a,nd Ged. are e~ressed. 

thr0Uih ideas, s0und, mel0d.y, mcivement., 

'!1he see~md. and fina.1. ben1ieit.z¢:t1e.n wri©r t@ the Shema --
al1:1ut> hm-s variations and. different names in the mt1llrning 

with the same tl:iel:tli·,and. a@tually )f4)Ssess many w0rd.s and 

and. evening·. serv1ees (Jih!Y!!h . .§.!h§!:h ·in the m@rn.ing w0rship; 

Ahavat Olam in th.e even:l.n&; wership). Itei>'Wever, they· deal 
~~~~ 

i: whre.tses in 00mm~n. The theme is G@d. • s mpeo1a.l leve a,nd. 

merQY f0r Israel. r.rhe r.rorah is the symbel @'f Israel* s ( 

eh<uHnmess. · The 't)ened.ieti0n ¢onoludes with the J.llhrm.se 

t.•whe ch00ses Mis Peo)le Iliilrael with l@ve 0 in the m0rnin1 

'· 

L i .. 

serv·1oe, and nwhs loves His Pelillple . Israel tt in the ev·enin~' 
service. These bened1~t10ns t0gether with the first JHtrlli\.-

1ra19h t!)f ·the Shema .. the ve•ahavta. deal with whtat is ,er-
~--lf ~~" 

ha:ps the m@st @e>mm@n them.e(s) 0f peetry and 0f li.f'e --

the nature and. mystery of 10ve. By plaein~' sele0ti0ns ®f 

~eetrsr in )l"$Xim1 ty t© these ~rayers, we ea'n examine nu ... 

a.n0es lllnd ax~res~1ens ef 10ve, · in i ta di vine and human 



~!1he Shema .1s f0ll(!,)wed. by one b.enedieti©n in the tn@rninu~ -·· 
and tw0 1n the evenin' serv10e. At both times, 1t is ae

c:H;>m:rulnied by an ~.ff1rm~t1©n Gf its t~th (!.tE.!Jl Ylll~.ts,;\,Y: in 

th~ mornins and P:m.~.~ ~ntll;b:. in the evening). T0gether 

with the third )aragraph 0£ the ~he!!., ~l!.!!l mi1m~~~ 

the c0neluding benediot:lcim devel@1s the theme @:t' God• s re

demptive crut]Haoitie~: J:ie is tl;J.e Gne wh@ br@ught us UJ lll)Ut 

@:f' the servitude ot' EiY»'t• Ap1>r0p:rimtely, the se0t1'i>n af

ter the §pefil!. is entitled ~B!!.b. whi~h meia:ns redem])ti0n. 
1:the hist@rioatl memory 'blends ir1t0 a variety $f eontenn];ii©:r-

.' ', . 

ary settings. By study1ni the p&st and seei:n11; ourselves 

as hist©rieal Israel, w~ relive and reerea.te @ur fsi.1 th. 

We P,rejeQt these ar~hetypes inte the future -- th0 $Ubmis· 

s1c..H1 te Phar&i.eh, the ar~ssing ©f the Red See., the forty 

ye.ars @f wandering, the settlement in the Pro:mtsed Lat'ld .• 

We @ens0:1.arusly a(i;>n trast @ur trials w1 th th®se ©f our f0re

bears. 'Ihe ~ffl.~1 "Y."!~a ~ill c©nQlud.es the .§!l~l!\Si\; @f the m@rn-

i in{~ service. In the evenin@;, the jm!! Y!?.~!J:P.:!:!naq is f®l ... 

lEl)wed by the li?:!!h.~~ v;ep~, wh1Ci)h ·~ppeals tcm> G0d f©r a lff,;Ood 

1?-1i:ht•s rest and f0r the.privilege ©:t' waking t€i> see yet 

M0the:r day. In the p1•ayer, G0d is referred t© .as a shield, 

a. i'Uard, a miviGr, a k1n1;1;. The images Qf ,uar<litan.sh1p 81.nd 

set.;iurity intertwine within the prayer. 

For me, the seec;md rudimentary a.s,eot <.1>t' J'ewish WfillX'"'" 

sh1)!), the .Amid.ab E>r the Tet'11.a.h, as it is .sometimes ealled, . ........~<IMltt<.......... ~· j~,_,.,..,...""~........ ' 



seven be:nedict11i1>:ns with Qne mpeeial benediGtion replaoing 

the interm.ediar.y Jille·t1 tbma.ry thirteen that are reei ted. 0n 

week da.y·s. Ea.eh 0f these seven benediet1Ems d®es )resent 

w0ssi'bil1t1es iDf 1nsert1@n. Sinee Re:f@rm w©rshi:p is G®n ... 

fined generally t0 Shabat w0rsh1p, it 00u.ld effeetively be 

ar~ued. that the Amidah ©f Shabat be restmu.~tu.red. t<il in11tlude --
the intermedi.9.ry bened1ct1@ns, standina; by themtiu:ilvest with 

Jjl)a>ems~ er as expressed exelusively throui.ih o<»ntemperary 

w~etry. Al theu&i:h I have eh~uum within the G©:ntext of the 

ftilill$w:lng anthe:ileair;y te exclude sueh material f®r reascms 

@f ee0nemy -- this seems t@ me an inn®vative idea worthy 

0t' eX)!llertmen ta ti.Gm. 

1I1he :f'irst bened1<-lt1o:n 0f ·t;h~ J.\JP.-l~iJ:~, the A:Vft, r@ots 

the Jew in an hist~rioal aontext. Our GGd is the G®d ef 

$Ur fathers as well as $Ur ewn. As G©d relQted in a dis

t1net1 ve fashion to ea~h ®f ·the wa triarehs, s0 our re-

la ti0nsh1p with !Um will differ fr0m all Mis 0ther rela.

t1ensh1ps. He will reveal different aspeets 0t Himself 

ta,, us, and we will resJH;,nd. in 0ur unique fashion. Gtt>d 

shG1ws this abund.ance ·r.>f l~rve .and mercy t in J>&rt Gm ae

eaiunt ©f' ~eh!:!.~ .. ~ru,, the m.eri ts O)f the ~~athers. 12 His 

eemm1tment; to us 'has been built 0ver the millennia; we ;, 

are a. ee.ntinua:tien 0f Israel ( Shalshelet hakabalah), but 
~-~~~~~~ 

in ea.eh generaticm, we, Isra.elt are uni.que as is G©d, 

thus pr0dueing fluid ancl dynamie relatill'lnshi]Jls. 
1I1he Gev:ur0t bened.iotictm has troubled me for a lliii>ni 

#l~~JM*ll 'Al' Ol I 

time. Its overall 0larity .is obseured by the reeurrina; 



phrase ~h ~~~~1fil (wh© ea.uses the dead to live). 

1fhe Iieform and HEH'HonstI'UGti©nist ~;\9-li.r_t.,m omit the phrase .13 
' 

Al thOUih del·etici11 1s a tenable s0lutien ....... 1 t is not an 

exelusive s0luti©n. Indeed tn~L~h. !l.~.W.~~~m. has ja.rred 
. . 

me ...... but 1 t ha.s e<i:mtirmally di.re6ted 'ni'e away fr~m li'teral.-

isrn and has motivated me tez> seek meta]phQri@al j,n·ber]}:reta

·ci~ns.. NGrb onl.Y d0es the natural erder ..... ®f whieh we are 

a lJ)art -- go throu&1;h ey@les of bi:t:'tl)., ".<lea·bh, and deoay ....... 

but also the il'llle:t:• life of man exhibits these 1~at·cerns. 

G0d enlivens us wh0 through l:L v~.nQ: are dyin,. Life ancl 

death are wrestl1ni within ea.oh ©f' us alw~;ys. We a.re eon ... 

tinually in the process of dying and beillil\; reb0rn. rrhe 

tensi0n bet;ween these f©:rGes f-10oom1ts f0r our e0n·t1nual 

ohan~e; we are nervei· the same. We 1mJ>®Se m0re eontinu:i ty 

0n ©Ur lives ·than ls neoessa.ril~y there. 'fuouah we relive 

our yesterdays ancl antioiJe,te 0ur tom@rre>ws, ®U:t:' m@ve

ments are variati~ims en a theme. '.rhey are wot mere re]'!1!e .... 

ti t;ions 0 Sul:itly at f 1rst, and then :more 0vertly, we beoome 

what we were mr.> t. 

:Needless to sa~r, my 1nterpreta t1or1 bears rn:> relati©n 

te · the @r1ll.~inal ~~~ ~m ~~1?..!ll 0f the prayer. Equally ob-

:::'t :;j Yi®·us, my intention was n©·thi.n1 @f:the s©rt. I have 

SOUi:h t t© refashiQn the word.s c;.,f prayer to speak te my 

S31tua.t1on .. 
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during the · rei&;n @f J0rm Byreanus. 14 

The third benedieti®n, K!Ji\:lr.?.hil b.~.'!h.l)l.!!h is filled wi.th 

mystery. In it, we 1,roclaim G@d•s h©liness. The benedie

ti0n 00na1sts, in ]>art, ®f Isaiah's vision sf G0d in the 

1rem11e15 and Ezekiel• s visior1 ef the heavenly 0hari0t .. 16 

The eternity 0f' G·~d. $ 1rese:riee and e:x:istenee ls devel@]Httd. 
' . 17 

w1 thin this 1nrayer ...... M.9.r!~.*· tlm~teJa J.i:'·S?:!:.~!1!. y,~e§. . -- ·as 

1t was in the Q~!!!~.!· The awe and myster~· are e0nveyed 

by sel)ttnds and rhythms. l'listorieally, ·the !J.~P.:~1P!, that 

were inse:rt~ed here 'became k:nG>wn as Gevur0t. -
11he :f'oll>urth benedletien, whi@h repla~es the daily inter

mediate benedio·ti®:tts, is a sancti:tieati®n GJ>:f' the Sha.bat. 

It e~nsists ©!" seme ocimmon and li!lG1me d:if'fere:nt ma.te:rial in 

the evenini and. m0rninm; ser·1r10.es. In the Friday evenin&t;; 

se:t·viae, ·the middle ber1ediot10n ~0ns1sts ®t three para-

t?;J:'a'r.lhs Atah ldda111hta, .Yile~hullu ,~l.®him, and Rets~h. '!he Jt' ~ ~~~:.:-lllPl!!*lit~ . ~~~ ~ ~~~ 

first is a deser1pt1Gn 0:t' G0d's san(i)~ifiaat:t~n ®f the 

, seventh day. l:rie has caused it ·t0 stand a1a:r.t fr©m the 

. I 0the1• days 0f the week. This ~s fellowed "by the seecmd 

1eirt t t~he ~.!~ ~~.0h.l.lll' wh:l eh 1 s a bi bl :i eal qmg te 
. i 

! 

t (G·enesis 2:1 ... 3) desaribin~ the natu1·e 0f G0d•s t1resting" 

on the seventh da;r. Ffesohel em~hasized th'.$'t alth©ugh GGd 

sreated t~he heaven and ear·t;h i:n the first six days, He 

left; rI:ts me st orea.ti ve acti vi ·ty f©r the ~~even th day. On 
I 

She\ba t G(l)d erea:ted me11.uohah ....... rest -- a:n ac;d~i ve art 
...... 11. Ifill~ 

18 
f0rrn. 1lb.e nt®del presented is ~~·~J.t..~.~.1.~. ~!· As G0d 

SQUiht creative rest @n the seventh day; s0 sh$Uld man 
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seek tG d.evelCiJ>p serenity, wea,ee, and rep.Hu:ie at this time. 

1Ihe !.~ seat1<1u1 is identioal in the evening and m®rn-

1n, serv1~es. It is an a)>JH1.1aJ. ti!> GGd ·te leek w1 th t'a:v©r 

en Mis Pe@pl'le' fB rest and. ·their desi.re t~r sanetifieati0n 

thr0ugh o<l>mmand.ments and ~rGi:t."a,h. '.!.'he ]llrayer entreats G@d 

t@ create sa:liisfaeti@n and hap]l)iness in :tiis worltiniw;s. He 

is further bes@U8';ht t@ hel:p Iiis Pe@1le t~ serve Him truth

fully. !n "beth the even.in.' and m<U>ning; vers1,n·1s, the eon ... 

elusilllm. is an. asser·tion, o:r G@d • s beins; the aanetifier ©f 1 

the §.l~~b§.~.· It remains :f'@r us "m®d.ern seGule,rized n J'ews 

·t@ interpret h©w we miGJ;ht bec0m.e sanetifiers ef ·(;he Sha .... 

bat as well. 
~I~~ 

•
1.rhe m.ornin; reei tati~n @f the intermediate benedio

tien b$1;ins wi·th a 0c@ndensed, telesoe.ii>ed view 0f the par ... 

It is entitled Yis---
!!~ih ~, Meses rej01e.ed. M@ses, ·the m$del Jew. pr0• 

]r>het, and leader~ rejoi®ed in the T@rah. Not enly d(l;) we 
• t ril!llHli!I~ 

rej©ioe i:n "the B0@k" ~· ll., bu:t in sharing and. eemmun1-

~atin,r; the ideas derived frGn1 T~rah, sha:p>in~ the values -
TGrah 1nsp:l.res us towards. Torah is simultaneously a. d.1-.~ --
reat1~.G1n, an id.entity, and a. s©ur.ee @f 1earn1ni. 

1'he intermed.iate bened1ot1"n 0@nt1nues wit;h Y!!.,~~~ 

r-:1, deol.arative statement li!lf Israel'·s 1uard.1n, th~ ~ha.bat 

as a siar;n ©f 1.ts eternal Govenant with G·ed (~~@d\.\lil '~;~6~ 

J.7). It oe:rrbi.nues by desoribinl~ Israel• s a~tiv:i.ty as a 

re1etititrn:1 Gf divir1e aot;1.vtty.. F011Gwing the benediGtien 
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is Y.~J.:.'\l> .•• ~ll~ which is a sweeping partioularistio elaim: 

:He !iil.;ave the .§!U1-J2.€1:1 tG> us, Israel, exelusi vely and Me did. 

1 t w1 th l(:nre. G0d eh0me IsraeJ. t® oelebrate with Him the 

remembranee 0:f' Great:t~;m. The Sha.bat mellbrn.in~ intermed.iate 

benedietien is then Ollmoluded by ·t;he 1.:ietseh d.iseu.ssed. ab@v·e. 
~--

The themes of G$d's oha©s1n~ Israel, Israel's f0lewini 

GQd's wreoed~nts, salvati©n, sanotifieati~n, rest, satis

fa~tif.m ...... all :intertwine within the bas1a thrust ~f the 

liturgiGal pieee. A variety ©f p$et1o materials c®uld be 

used here to a.eeentu.ate themes ~r e<,mtra.srt ideas and lan-

> 

God •. 1he £.tY.!~fNJ. benedicti®n presents same dit'f(\loulty fer 

me. l:t beseeohes G@d to lGHi>k with fav®r ©n Israel and 

th@'s~::wh®· .pray on He:r behal.f. WJ:1ereup©n eemes the dif ... 

fieul ty f@r me: A desire :for G@d tG eause !Us spirit; te 

re·t;urn t0 Zion a:nd. t® rest®re lUs saerit1eial cult as 

well. l Gan acce1t Zi()l>n beins~ treated l1terall.y as Ir!.¥!, 
I.:\. .. !Sl!;'&!l. er in a ;r:t,;urative. sense as the 00mrnunity 1»f Jews 

©r within some eonte:x:ts as mankind.. l't@.'Wever, I oannet 
' ); 
.1 ask fer IUs return if I d.0 n©t sense xiis departure. Of 

ireater 1mp®rtanoe tQ th~ inteJ:'l?,al dynamie 0f the bene~ 

di<irtien, hew are we. ·t;0 interpret /the saorifioal eu.lt? 

'.I.he edi. ters 0f the vari®us edi tiens ®t' the Un1e>n Prayer 

B~*k ehose t© eliminate the wrayer in its entirety. 

'Ihis was d.0ne 0ut of deference :for m@dern man• s sensi-

b1li ties$ Flesh and bleod sacrifices would be aeo~)l1>ta•u 
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ble ·to few. As Rubenstein 11)eints out, however, €i>U:r.:' un ... 

eomtortable .reaot1on te sueh "Jr1mibive« notions dees net 

in any fashi®n displace the dee)? 1syeh®l0gic.al and re11 ... 

,10us insights ·that saGrifioe ]'revides~ l9 f:l®wever, since 

:i. t is a 111raet:l.<be so anx:l .. ety ... ·indu.cing f@r modern man, 1 t 

may be pruderi.t t® ]Provide a m@re unj.fyiri&r. and· U]>l:tft1ni 

'typH::l .evf wershi}!!l ex:wer:tenee. Not that horror, lust~ and 

greed d@ n@t have a 1la~e in wership as in lif'e. Rather, 

·there are more fun(~tienal (l)Utlets, as for example j.n the 

!.C.§..9-.!s~., f:'0r thGse feelin!Jl~S. 

While el.iminatin~r~ the references te saorif1ce, the 

ed1 t@rs ot' the E!eoonstru.ctionist ~.£!?.£::.:.'ill-. ~€l-.!!t £!!! re .... 

worked ·che .Av0dah benediction in a brilliant fash:ton = 
--...-1~ 

0 Aoaept 1Ih~Y' we0~1le Israel, O Lord ©ur God, and reeei ve 

their ]llrayer with gracious loV'<'t. May the w0rsh1J,ll ef 'LTh;r 

JH'~wle Israel be aeee]!>table to The$ at all tim.trHBe u20 The 

ideas 1mp1.ic:l t within this 1nter,retat1cm he:ve warallels 

at least as early as Rabbi Xehtid.ab b. Levi wh0 0X)llained: 

"'.I'htt ]prayers were insti tut;ed. t© re])laoe the daily saeri

f'ice. t1 21 

'.Ihe sixth benedietion, the. J~~.~a~ ah, is a iraean of 

thanks f ~r God• s w©ndrous deeds. It reaf'f irms <::>ur oo.m ... 

rn:t tmen t t$ Gir&d: 11 We thank you wh¢1> a:r.•e Ad.crmai, our God 

and the God ©:f' our fathers for all time. 'YQU are the r<.lok 
. ,.·~ '4; 

0f ©ur 11vell3 and the shield of our ma.lvatic;m. 11 '·'" '.!'he 

'bened:toti0:t".L Q~ntains the reminder that ®Ur lives are :tn 

G0d.'s hands, in J;Iis oare, and. under HiE-J ultlmate ccimtr0l. 
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It ex1~resses the amazement f.Uld j0y ©f kn.Gwin~I'{; how l®®d 1t 

is that G@d. is merciful and filled w1 th l<!>vinlJl; kindness. 

11he seventh and final bened1et1on has tw(!) f<.rirms, S1m -
§-~, the len,er Yersi(,i)n whiGh is reei ted. in the marn·· 

in@;, and. ~D:i }l@:y, the abbreviated ferm wh1eh appea:t"lit 

in the evenin~. serv:toe. r:Lhe th:rumt 0f ·t;he prayer is 

stra1ght;;fGrward in .@b~ l'§1• 'l'he blessing 0f 1eaoe is 

the l.l.l timate wish that Israel ]illaoes before G@d o@ntinu

all.y. And. w@uld that l'ie saw fit t0 fulfill ·that prayer 

mQre !ll>f'ten. In its l@ngi;er versiem, several related themes 

are spmn @ff from the idea •f blessi l'li. Al th©ugh the 

:items are a virtual &i;r@eery ea.rt 0f variety, their net 

ef'f e.e t is infinitely mere. 1lhrCi>u1h ·the melG>dy and m©ve-

men t @f the w0rds 1 I have l®ni sensed a prsf0und j©y fr0m 

this benedioti0n. 

Thes0 prayers, the ~~W~ and the Am~~~h' are essential 
. ., 22 

t© .Jewish worship, S0 is the ~~C?;t?.Y.-• Its :1.deas J4llint tG> 

what 1s 1erha1s the central :paradox 01' Judaism: aimultan

eeus part1Gttlarism and uni versa.lism. Whether 0ne u tili:tes 

,the b4'wdlerized YP.:.*!!l ~!:~iZS'..I. £3.?..!...~ yersiGJn23, 0r the tra ... 

di.ti'l!lnal text24• ene senses the tens1Q>n. G<i!>d has eh@sen 

i :' Israel but 'l~his eh0©sina; has ul timatel;y b1~0ader ramifi0a ... 

ti0ns. G©d starts w1 thin a. Gl©ntext and H.is amb1 t1t!lln and 

ei@ tr©w. k"Ii!:tr the earth :ts. ia;oinit t® be repaired 2-' remains 

'bh~ eentral q,u.esti0n. '.l'he ~rayer serves t0 hei;hten ene• s 

awa::i:·eness arid J>®Ses alternatives for 00ntr1bu.t1ni t©wards 

its fulfillment.. What the !Jl)l)rd will be like at that time 



itncl what va.lu.es He will refleot c'1luld be su11i;,ested "thr<:>U~h 

a variety 0f poetic materials. , 

Ef'feet1ve w0rshi1 mllst deal with the human situation 

~Jl ~!,:!?.!.• w0rshiJ> as elemental drama .must refl~1H1it life as 

elemental d:.r.•ama. Alth$Ul:h we have in the already analyzed 

~rayers. re:rere~ees tei> mertality and a.ea.th, these issues 

have n©t ·been eonfr©:nted head en. 1l"'his last essential 

rubrie 0f my serviae 0utline deals 1n a parad©x1eal fashion 

with death. 1l'he ~!~~h' l~ke the ~ and several G>ther 

)!rayers, has a tas~1nating h1St$ry &f its own. lt is 0$n-

d. 
. 1 26 t h 1 1 l'l b sidere by s0me sehE) a.rs a .ave @r,; na y een a ]>rayer 

@t' the 12.~:P ~J...§.r.~~.h.• It has be~0me the d0:t0les;·y !~I. ~-
27 i!lk!JlQ.'1. @f the syna.g0gu.e, And wi thi.n the Y.PJ:,!,U ;ti:au:,~E.. 

1:22.2,,#:. 1 t has been given the s1n~ular cenntH~t1.en with m@urn

inJb. . Its ]H:irad.GX and ireny tie in 1 ts net menti@nini 

death e:x:J>l.1eitly. :Sttt in. t@ne, it d@es su,gest death and 

md:~Il.it(h s1nee these faets e@ntrast vividly w:tth G®d.'s 

etern:i.ty. Our res)P€.mses t0 death are multif'acet;ed. ........ rtirV' ... 

0rt7)n0e and. blasphemy, h@rr©r and oa.lm, aooe'}!i)tanee and. xe ... 

jecM.@n. 

1l1w this essential oG>re Erutl:tne ¢>f w0rshi) I add a few 

]J>rayers that I feel less de$1d.ed ab0ut, but e©nsider 1m10r ... 

tan·1; within a !..~.!?~,"!!.. w0rship context. Tw0 01' these symb0l:io 

aoti vi ties 0t':i;;inally were intended fer the h@me. 
1

l1hey have 

·oe~n br(l)ught into the synagogue and ha.ve t'ou:nd. wide aeee]l>:b .... 

«uree~ ... there. Al tl'i.eugh · ·their i11e@r1u,rati0n within the sy:na-
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b0lism and metawh©r, it oan be argued that they are m"od

set•tinill,; act:tv1t1es d.E~isigned to dist1na;uish and set apart 

the filk.fl..12.!i• The;<;, r1 tual.s are the k1ndl1n~ ©f the 11$htm 

and the dr1nk1nfl; 0f the wine.. '!he imas;es are ev0oative 

and arehety1a.l. Many <t)f ·the repr~senta:ti@ns and m©0ds 

ass@ciated w1 th these aot1 vitA;es ean be devel©,ped t'urther 

and a.C:lumbra ted with ])©etie ·insertiens. li'®r example, the 

~l®w gf the te.pers ocnnotes ·the be~1nn1ng of saGred time, 

an Grn.tf'low of clivine and human warmth, l'EHSW©nsiv•ness, 

and preteeti@n. ihe au) Gf wine is an imaie 0t the full

ness Qf lit'e 1 the sanet1fieat1.©n ef time, rej@1oinQ£ $Ver 

an@ther fulfilled. weak, a g0od busines~~ dea.1, a suooe$s

ful ·trial~ a g;eed ®p>era t1©n ~ the 11>e:rfo1~m.8tnee @f a m1 ts ... --
'l'he 1rorah serv1tae ·is ariQthe:r of these s;umbo11o a.ot1v1-~~~ t) 

ties. EI©wever, 1 t is s1mul ta:neously tnuoh more. It is 

both the revelatii:t>n ©f' G@d's w0rd and a teaehing-lea.rnin&1: 

Within the liturgy, the ~C0rah is the tree --
whieh wer,;seek tGJ grab hGld of. - It 1.s, werha1~s; the m©st 

drarna.tiQ ritual. within the w0rship settini~· 1rhr©ua;h 

~1;.!!'Al:'!., 0ur tradj. ti(l)n lives and revelation is an su~ti ve 

fll'41ileess. '!'he Terah eonta:lns ®ur hist@ry, @ur identity, 

@ur valuem, ©Ur aspirations. 

'Ihe SUJ>plieatiens, I!.!P~m., are from a tradition ... 

al standJ!H£>1nt an uneenventi©nt=.!l.J. 1nseI'tion frem the d.a1ly 

serv:lt.ie that I w@uld like tCJ su~iest within the !?.h!E.~!~ 

setti:n~. Cust0rnarily, . these are @mi t;®ed ©n 1lli€1-E~i be-
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oause tradition forbids the reei tati0:n. ©f weti:cionary 

prayer at this time. He>we1rer, within the tradi t i''nal 

SJettin&; man worships duri.nQ; the entire week. In a ne

f<".irm sett:i.n~, at least at ]!)resent, worsh:t}D 1s a 0nGe a, 

weelr ao·ci·vi ty (at best). '.L1his ·different situation mia;ht 

well oal.l fG>r a dif.ferent 1oerspeGti ve on· peti tionary 

wrayer. I £lU.iges·t; ~:t harkenina; back to the time when 

the 1I1achanun1.m were not a··fi'.X'.ed. seot:ton of mrayer, but ~~·11'1,....~Jtt#'ff~-~ l" 

rather a time when tnan p©ured 0ut hi~ su~plioatiens to . 

in.t@ a peri<i>d 0f :ncm· .. verbaJ., li0n-readil'l~ aot1 vi ty with 

pessi ble mu$iieal ex1er1m:e:ntat:t@n.;," 

.Another arE:H:t :ln deswerate need of exwer:tmental devel-

©1i>ment is the piveJ.>&raticm for prayer, the ~~~h. 
~· Our worship, like our lives, is often re .... 

grettably trans~. tionless. When we prepare QUrse1·1res for 

worshi~ and pray te be able to pray, we may find a more 

-Go:nduoi ve set t:Lng and mG>©d for worship. And we may, in 

fa.et, be better able te worshiJ!., '!'he diffioultiy of es-

tablishing the b:r.idg;es of tran.sd:bi®n is intensif:ted ·when 

we realize that pe0wle are both eeminff from different ex

perienoe~1 an.d. moods in additicim te lo<Dkin~; in a variety 

<Df direo·ci0n.s for t~~e fulfillment ef their aims. 
1

1
1

0 oom

"b1ne ·the indj.vidual strivings into a unified orchestra 

with i:nd.i vidual G~nizanee. (J}f irou:w and self is a rather 

1 sta~gering; problem. People eannot be dra~~~ed int® the 

service; the lines of 1ntroduotion have t® be 111:.:i..rtic:t.i.lar 

,L 
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and universal. l):r.eparatory wra.yer has been u t1lized. by 

the a:ns.i~mt se¢t of Q!:l.Jil:~W who tBllH!)nt an hour preJ,>ari:na~ 

themselves for werah1,. 2a 
1'1inally~ I have f®und the half-, @:t• .~h~ ... ~~®-' to 

be an enjoyable and f.le:2ti ble 11 turgieal ]>it:HHH siniable, 

ahantable, sayable. It als0 adds G>rd.er to the w®rship 

by tu.netiening~; as a transi tienaJ. statement between maj,n,• 

rubr1os 0:f w@rshi.P $UGh as the f?h~!l.!~ and the ~..51!h· 

I have assembled a few sam1le worshil!i> services below 

to show h©w I envi.si0n ap1lyin!ir; the anthole~y and enhana· .. 

ing the elast1oity 0.nd SJH,mta:neity of ©Ul" worshiJ>. 'l"he 

divisions of the ©utl:tne 00rresJH&nd t0 seot1,ms in the 

an thG;ilC!f'Y.. Of eourse, many poems are suitable f 0r m@re 

t;han one area @f iruaertion. At:;,times, I have attempted te 

indieate this. we may find that s0me ef the )oems are 

n@t suitable tG>r eiiur wG>rship. Or we may find that se>me 

of the prayers ~re ne l<i.ln&;er what we 1®ug;ht tco be ,raying. 

Bu.t ·together, with ene ant'llther, and with Ged, we shall 

ex:@erb1en t ;;, ~ 

It remains fQr us the WQrshippers to dee1de h®w much 

fo)©e try within w~rshi-, is hel]l}ful, en j0ya ble, and meaninfit

f'ul.. It also remains for the wershiwpers to determine hC!>W 

·1;0 maximize the use ef the p@e-41·1), material. Some J><Dems 

are best when read . .'J2!. a gr¢u}', seme sh(i)v..ld be reoi tecl i2.

~-~' others read resw0nsi vely. S0rne sheu.ld be seen and 

ncrt heard, s0me suna;, s0me danced te , and :p0 s s :1 bl;v some 

sh0uld n©t; be seen. :U1 m@st cases the~y· sh0uld be prayed 
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II. 

III. 

IV. 

CsmdleliG;htinlJ;== ag1iK~.i b.!~1:21 

Prefl'·~a:raticrin for Pray· er~ :H,~¢1'1<:inah 1~\>;i;i.'it'ila.h .r' ~ ~- ~•\MIA~-

1'rl'1e Cal 1 t<itl Worship= B0rchu ---
1rhe §.1;1~ ttnd 1 ts ~r.tlessin[.l;S 

A. Creation 

1Ihe On® Wh© brin&~S on the ni&h t::: lli!!\;:ll £!£~. 

B. E.ev®lati©n 

B. 

F. 

DE>n.tt$ 6 ~1+-9. (1. 

(2. 

(). 

Deut. 11t13 ... 21. Y!~l~X.!W. im. !!h.!!f\2.~. 

Num. 15: J?-LH • ~!!t~!: Jl1.sll!Ll S:.l £1.2~{1 

1rrue and trustw©rthyr- £}.gi~,! Y.!:!!iailll!h 

Cause us t® lie d0wnll':: · Hs:tshki venu llP~ .................... __.__.~ 

' 
.The Fa therst:1 AvGJ t ,·~~/:II<'! 

Strenath= Gevurot ~ ~~~~lO 

Sstnctific~il.tion of. th~~ Shabt.~t= i{~9,;~h!:~. !lP-.l.£m. 

A~oe1tanoe ~f w@rshi~= ~!h 

'rh&mks~tving= Fi@da, •ah ~~~""~ 
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VII. 

VIII. 

IX. 

x. 

I. 

Su:@plieat1'1ilns= X! .. !.~~ · 

Prayer ~·ver the wine= !5-~!\~~P.. 

Ad1&ra·ci@n= Alenu --· 

II.. The Call te> Wll!)rsh:i1= BerGhU _ ... 

III. The Shema and its bless1n1s --
A. Crea M.en 

B. B.evelatien 

L@ve ®f' G@d f®r Israel= .Ahava.h rabah ---
c. The Shema Its$lf --

1. Deut. 6:4-9. 

2. Deut. ll:1J-2l. .YS?l:l.~¥.f!:h. ll !h-~!P.-~ .. ~h 

;. Numbers 15:'.3? ... 41. !~lG>me:r ~4.!P.~! !l !!!!h!h 
D. Redempticn 

1'rue and. lL'nd.urin~== ~i Yll! .. ~.§ll 

IV. Malf ~_!!ih.= <1!:~a.~!U, ... ~qi§h 

v. 1!1he Standing Prayer= The Amidah --
B. St:ren,th~ g!yµ;r!.:!2. 

c. Sanetifieati«11n @f G0d:n: ~l:\!i!Sb.ajiC:~.]l 

D. ss.nGtif'ieatiG>n ef the .§ha~ ~.~ ¥!.~l~m 

1. Meses was hapwy= ~.+.!f9.:!J;0!} ~.!h 
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4. Our G@d and. G®d ·~f' eu.r F1atheri ,;rant=· aetseh 
~""~"'""' 

G. Blessin1 of Peaee= Sim Shal0m --
VII. SUJ>Jil1Gm ti on.== I!.£? .. t.Hlll\ll(l1JY. 

VIII. T@rah Serv:l.Ge= Keriat rrerah . ~ _.,,...__ ~~" 

x. Mem@rial Prayer= Kad.ish 

' 
!!~m.t §§,.m1J-.! .$.!rY:l!i?S!.· 

Exampl~. #1. 

~.:!?. Evenini. 

I. liegular (meaning with0ut p0et1e insert). 

II., ~[~£l.b:~~t! f...,,t~!~.1:.!h 

III. 

x. 

Ste1hen Crane's C@lleoted :P©ems, #2.l+. 

I saw a man ]llUrsu.ing the h0r1z~m 
.Reund and round they sped. 
I was disturbed· at this$ 
I aGG$Sted the man. 
11 It is fUtile~ 0 I said, 
11 y©u ean neve:r:• ...... " 
"Yeu lie," he eried, 

.. And . ran ©n • 2 9 

... IX •. re1ular 

Kadish _ .. _ 
Ste1hen Spender• s ~ !.!. Ded1,!~~' 
Y®u were b<i>rn; must die; were l0ved; must l@ve; 
Bern naked; were el•thed.; still naked walk 
Under y$ur QlG>them. Und.er y©ur skin y®u merve 
Naked: naked. under aets and. talk 
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'.l'.1he miles and h@urs UIM>n ylim :reed.. 
1hey eat your eyes ~ut with their distance. 
'l1hey eat y@ur deat;h ou~ with J.©st lest si&;nifioanoe. 
There bi <Dne fate beneath those· ignoranoem 
1lih©se flesh. and b0ne parGels in whioh you're split 
0 lbini of skin ~d werds han,ing ®~ breath: 
l'iarleci,uin skeleton, it · 
strunts en ~·ot>tr a;ut sueh sen@;s and me:,ry dan.e~~ 
of l0ve, 0f leneliness, @f lite be1n& death.j 

Examwle #2 

Sha.bat Evening 
~t.~. 

I. Candlelighting. 

David '.mihh0rn, "In S0ft M©ss, Muted Ste1s. 0 

In sGft, mu-t;ed stei»s. 
A wh0le week of Sabbath rest. 

You l:tght; candles every night-
Your faee in rosy 11~ht. 

Be.twe$n the green pine tree bQU£;hs. 
the blue @f God's blue roof te1 sh0ws. 

'l'here toe s0n.eone lights Sabbath ta')j)ers 
©n y<riiur :f'aoe blue shad®ws .vape>r. 

SG>me sit. kee11ng watch, 
waitin1 fer a wonder n1ght.31 

II. Omit 

III. - VII. re~ular 

VIII. Ale:r1u 
~·l\~~~i ... ~~ 

W. s. Me:r:wi:n, "'!'he ·:ere sent. u 

1!1he walls jo:tn harids and. 
It is tGm1&rrow: 
:the .birds oluGkini ·te the h@rses, ·che hors~s 
Deinli(; the numbers fer the hell 0f it, 
The numbers playin&; t;he ealendars, 
1Ihe saints marahir:i.g in, 
lt seems amly yesterday t 

when what 
I keep sayinig; t© m;y"sel:f is 
'I1ake a leaf. from tlie fire, o::wen 



Y0ur han(i, see 
Where Y©U a:i:-e g;©1:n~ 
When wha;t I am try1:n$ to find is 
The beg-i:nriing, 
In the ashes 
A wing, when what we are lc.:J>it>kin&.~ f 0r 
In eaoh other 
Is eaeh ether, 
'lhe stars at noon, 
while the li1ht; worsh11u1 its blind god. 32 

x. req;ular 

Example #) 

§.bil?.~l. IYI@rnint'. 

Tagore, Untit;led. 

'J~his 1s m;y prayer t<D 'Ihee, my Lord.- ... strike, str:tlre 
at the root ©t' :tl>enury in my heart. 
Give roe t:he stren~th lii§l;ht:ly te bear my joys and serr0wt11. 
Give me ·t;he stre:nitth never t0 disQwn the }1HiH1>r or bring 
knees be:f'@re ,insolent mia;ht. 
Giv·e me the strength to raise my mind h1g'h above daily 

trit'les. 
And give me the stren&i;th t© surrender my streni:th t0 ~b!Y', 
will with l@ve.33 

II- III. re~ular. 

l:V. Shema ---
Nail Weiss, 11f!eaven. n 

L0ve 1s hid.den :tn heaven 
because that's all there is •• ~ 
It's like a page ~f asterisks 
instead ©f ]>rint""".- you ~uess 
a meaning and t~hen go on. 
with the s1;©ry pr©per .. 
But it is a teaser ... - I m,aan. 
what;: all those ]l10®ple de 
behind the stars. It's s0methinni; 
m®re wilo. tha't'l. anythin!l') 
we oan think about without 
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v. 

~®1ng uw 1n smeke and fire-
all t;he nakedness and heat 
(;>f shinintl(;, Qlasiving bein1s 
tG© m.uoh fG;jr us.. We wtl'lle1;;i 
with dee1est j®y just when 
a beauty dr(i~S her clethes 

· and. st&U'.ldJil there fE"i>r a mement-
d.@n • t t@ueh th& o®ntours t 
0r they· w1JJ .. disappear., •• 
All the ssame, I d.eewJ.y wish 
®Ur writers u sied less a.n~lysis 34 
and went "back to s0me as ter1 sks. 

I. ®mit 

II. :regular 

III.·· §~ 

E .. E. Cumrninlll:S, //'65 

i thank Y®u G0d fer th:ts rill.iil.Srb amazin~~ 
. day: f'0r the lea:pin, i:reenly s}Jliri ts ©f trees 

and a blue true dresun of sky; and for everything 
whieh 1.s nS1.tur6l.l which is infinite which is yes 

( :l who have died am lffi.11 Vftj ~$&\in toda.y, 
~nd this is the sun's bi:tithday;this is the birth 
day 0f life m.nd ef love and win{:l;s:and of the fti.llY 
gret-tt hsa:1n~en1n6Ji: illimi tiably earth) 

h©W should tasting t@uch1n&; hearin@: see1ng; 
bre.s\thing ~ny ~·- listed frotti the no 
0f all m')thin.'ifl ...... humm.n blerely bein1~; 
doubt uninua~~inabl~ Y@u '? 

(nrllW the etJtrs ®f my ears si,wake iand (;'. 
new tha eyes,of my eyes are opened)3' 



.l .. 

]{QW&.\rd N®mer@v' si 11 Unsc1.ent1fJQ Postscript. n 

1Ihere 1 s the wCirld, the dreamt iimd ·~he one law. 
'11he wish, the w:isclGm, and th1nw;s 4R,E~ they E!lre. 
Inside the oE.rV"e the burning sunlight showed 
A shade tliid f@rrns bed:;weem the l i.g;h t and. shm.d.e, 
Neither real nar fals• nmr subject to belief: 
If unfl~shecl, b@neless ii!tls0, n®t f(ilr life 
~r <l.e~:th @r elear :idea. But as in life 
Heflexivfl'I, multiple, with the brilliance of 
'l"he sh1,nini surfiace., an ilI'Ghestr~il fl~me. 
It is not te be11ev$, the lave ar fear 
Or _their r>r,~f®undest def ini ti en, de& th: 
But fully as ©!'Ghestr$. t® acG~e]>t, 
lV!~kins; g"n answer, ev·e:n if l~m.ent · 
In measured. d~.nr.H1.i, with the whw>le ir1strum~nt. )6 



2 See J18.fl!EiS 5 and 6, a.b0ve. 

) One is reminded 0f ~l'ertullian•s deela.ration: ucredt) 
~absurd.um est." 

4 £1.3:1£.:it~!..1;. .Q.!9,,o,*~!. Deu ter•n(;'!)my 6: 4. 

5 li*i•' ·, D~u·be:t-entmy 6: 4. 

6 l~.t!!.•, Deu ter011@my 6 :L~. 

7 Ibid., Deuteren0my 6:4. 

8 l?erush Iie:t0rah kshbam, Deuter@n@my 6 :1+. -·~ .. Mill--..-~~~ 
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IN. SOF'r MOSS, MUTED S1~EPS 

In ooh moss, mtited steps, 
a wbole week of Sabbath rest. 

You light candles every night·
your face in rosy light; 

Bet11:l!een the green pine tree boughs 
the: blue of God's blue roof top shows. 

The~e too someone.lights Sabbath tapers ~ 
on your face blue shadows vapor. 

So •w.e sit, keeping ·watch, 
waiting for a wonder night. 

Through the forest a rustle goes, 
the sky splits apart and glows. 

In soft moss, muted steps, 
a whole week of Sabbath rest. 

You light candles ~very night -
your face in rpsy hght. · 

[Einha:i::n, 11 In S~>f.t lVI®ss, Muted Steps' n in Betsiky, 
.9!?:.;!;$1),tl!. !.'m9. .9!!S~JJ.:.m1=?.~1:!. ~ ~!!~!!!.!' l/!6 ~ . 

·Einh®r:n, exa..min€, some of the symba>limms inherent in the 

ri.tutt1l of' cn\ndleli(,htin£;, draws upon imitmtio dei usina the 
~rll'lll •1f1~ijl91! I~~ ~~ 

sta:r.m ©f the firmament as the arG}hetype., He :l.s t'ble to 

ev·Qke the feelinf.\;s ot' 00mf@rt and warmth &ssocia'ted. with 

this i;n .. ta.Gtioe. Lighting~ candles 1s a means for us to jo1n 

in the orea ti va F>:rooess of' sacred time and. sacred bei.n~ ,, 

,, 
I 

I 
/1 
./ 

: .11,. 

) .I 

" 



SOF'l'l.1 Y LE'T US ALL V ANISfI 

Softly let us all vanish . . . 
just as the evening awakes; 
stars grow golden with light, 
riding away with the night. 

Let us be like the stars, 
then we will all swim away. 
Softly, lest anyone hear _.. 
children still die of fear. 

(Landau, "S0t'tly Let Us All Vanish, n in 
(Betsky, pn~!l?:.!dll19:. ~!.! ~ f..lB!!!.!, 1129) 

Let us Vttnimh int$ 0ursel ves and inte ®Ur ]l>rayers. Let 

us vanlsh lnt~) the Shabat and int© the ea.ndle 11&\;ht. Van-
! I RI 11'1'11 Pl 

1sh1ns 'is n®t enly a ohmnie in Jlaee but a ehan"e in bein&~· 

Vanishini' ~@nnetes a ohei,nge in ;0.~1lstt'jj1411rt.sh11f;l'S' .\.1/!tl addi.it"iin. 





rrHE lf()LY' B.ALS1-IE1\1TOV 

The holy Balshemtov walked through the fields, 
walked at dawn through tbe cold fields. · 
From the north the winds were blmving, 
cold and frosted the winds were blowing, 

· and the cold began to freeze his limbs, 
and with .frozen limbs 
the holy Balshemtov opened 11is lips 
and aloud he began his singing. 
Thus were his opened lips 
singing, singing, singing: 
"How blessed is he that has been favored 
once to be tmtched by Your wind. 
How blessed am I that I have beeri favored 
to freeze in the cold of Your wind; 
how blessed am I and how blessed and blessed, 
how blessed and blessed and blessed." 

And the frosty air he thirstily drank 
and once more into deep meditation sap.((., 

And little by little in the sky e1nerged 
a suri so flaming and large 
that it became Gehenna-hot. 
From his face the sweat drops fell 
and in the burning field 
no breeze blew at all. 
But suddenly over the burning field 
the Balshemtov spread his call; 
thus _the Balshemtoy was _singing, __ _ 

praise to the Creator singing: 
"For cold and for heat, for sun and for rain, 
for day and for night, be You praised. 
For all that You send toward each man 
praised be You, praised be YoLt, praised, 
and blessed am I that I am now burning:, 

Cl 

in Your fires burning. 
And if I am favored, and You have fated 
that I fall to Your earth, my thitstunsated; 
how blessed am I and how blessed and blessed 
and blessed and blessed and blessed." 

j 
I 
I 

I 

..................... __________ ~------~~~~~.~~ 

, , , I 
I: 



heat and. 0old • • • 

'; sed.. ,. And still ought wa tlli) tr;y.. Of' o@urse, m~.ny of us have 

lost -- or simply lack. the spiritual res:tliene;v e>f a Baal 

Shem Tc:;.v. That aiufl{;ht n©t t© metm that we sheuld remov·e 

©urselves from such spiri,tual exero:l.se. 1J:he Baal Shem 

! 1ov is a m0d,el we oan ,;rab hGld of f©r inSJfiliration. 

ii 
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THE TWIG 

A man plants a stick, 
Pats the dirt 
And says, Mine. 
Now he is committed, 
Let him pray for the sun and rain. 
Each night he covers miles 
For the sake of that naked twig, 
And in the morning 
Runs to it as fast. 
He is worn out with worry 
And waits for his last days. 
But how that stick 
Branches in his mind-
A mighty tree, 
Full of shade, 
Where years later he can sit 
In the middle of the day 
As the sun grows warm. 

The attachment and deveti@n mf the man t0 the twi{J; he 

]~J.ani;ed has an ayt>t 1a.rallel in G®d • s oh®®sing Israel and. 

rErvealing Eiis 1rC>rah t© Israel.. Like the man wh© eared. t'0r 

the twig, GQd must weary· ]fimself pr0v1ding and sustaining 

what Me has }!l>la11ted. And, like the wlanter Gl>:f' the twill', 

perht:llJ~S He is m@·tivated n0t by what we are S© muoh as by 

whm:c we eei..n bee®me, what we mit£ht d.o as a weople and a 

S)iri tual entl·t;y f©r all ma.nl-cind. 



I/ The· eVoice of (jod i' 

I SOUGH~ to hear the: voice of God, 
. And climbed the topmost steeple. 

But God declared: 1iGo down again:, 
I dwell among the people.'' 

(Newman, ~~, 111 ~~;t, :p.,57). 

Often we 1ns:ts1; 0n seeing G®d' a\s sameth1ne;; @r s0.meGne 

remete, h1£{)h, and mighty. But God need n@t b$ s@n1ewhe:re 

bey©nd ....... that is,· if' Me is d©ing; Jliis job.. Fie• s here ....... 

in y0u, in me, in us. 

ing where we are. · 'Knowin&1: Where we are . _!!, kn0win&; where Me 

is. Presumably, that is why we a0me te s0hul -- t® find. 01.1.t 

where we are. 
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<There's No Jioonifor 
God bi JVly 1'rousers 

All right, Deity, let's agr~e . 
That bv your standards 1 m no good. 
I've re;~ci that book of yours 
But I'm not inthe mood for God
Have you made a film I can see? 

Tell me this: is there anything, ... / 
I don't care what, but anything you can do 
I\ather well, like sing 
Or rock-\1' -roll or screw, 
Or anything I can grasp as you? 

Is there? If there's anything, 
Man to man, we'll be there . 
Making your plateful of sixpences nng, 
And no-one'll stop us -
Not you - nor the Coppel's. 

(Baldwin, .Q!!.~ .!.!! !. ~ W.-1:£!., ,,.66). 

What we really Grave 1s to 1!!.~.with G~d. And n©t 

merely fr©m 11u• within the c@ntext of /1a, speeial b0®k .Plaeed 

1n @ur la~s. We wan·c t® epen ~ur hearts and ~ur m©u ths. 

But we h®ld baek. We want t~ tell Iiim what we think and. 

fe®l• But it's s® damn hard. And furtherm®re, we aren't 

sure He'll listen, er we a.ren•t sure liis listenine& will 

hel;w. But m@re wei&;hty than these d@ubtsi> we a.ren•t sure 

we'lJ. (b$ able t«i) 1:1.sten t® ©Urselves, ~r 'ime an©the:r ... _ 

and ID(!)l&lt :lmp0rtant ....... t© Mis res]l)er.ullle. 



IV 

We, divided, join again in belief. 
We feel the indivisible knots which bind -

Each separately: the ends which blind 
The eye revolving inwardly in grief. 

Each circular life gnaws round its little leaf 
Of here and now. Each is tied within its kind. 
Also nature outside witl~in the mind 
T~mpts with its tree each one to be a thief. 

Mortals are not aeons, they are not space, 
Not empires, not maps: they have only 
Bodies, and graves. Yet all the pasf, the race, 
Knowledge and memory, are unfurled 
Within each separate head, grown lonely 
With time, growing, shedding, the world. 

(S~ender, ~~l.l !!:lfl·!~~~~e11 .. ·s, ]hli·2). 

C0.rn'1ng tti»&;ether t@ 1ray as a gr®UP> is 'the essential amt 

:f©r Jewish w@:r•sh1J. It 1s an ex1reumsii©n ®f ©ur o®mmunal 

fEH~us. Our grE>U.) be:1.ni: is m@re than the sum ef all the 

individuals; we are mutually :1.nterd.epend@n·t. Our e@min~ 

te1ether te W@rsh1p is a pesit1ve assert1®n, a prefaee ta 

an aet ©f fa,i th. Al thou~h "K'n@wledge and mem®:t\V, are un

furled/W1 thin each separate hea.d, !1 , their de1th and.- siin1f1-

0an0e- lie in beini1t shared w:l th th~r;e with whom we w@rship. 
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We 

We are dumb. 
If someone's prayer is lost on the way, 
Or his uprooted heart goes astray, 
We give it a home. 

We are mute. 
If someone at last finds. his road, 
And meets there he knows not whose Goel, 

I . 
! We tell him the truth. 

Dervele:r.,j)inri an ab11i ty te p:r.ay makes us mute i:n. the nor

mal siense ©t' the tei·m, 1. e ., we are rendered. ir1ca1able of 

speak1ni words clearly •.• • .. ··!lb. :)t'asi;irl.i, wi:e learn h®W em,ty 

and inal,l)pr©pr:tate ©Ur wcvrds a.nc.'l s,eeoh m.re for 0:ne an()the:r, 

ii h®w mu oh the m.0re s0 f©r G@d. Ii'indi.na; a r(t)ad and a hG)me 

•.l)J 

.. , 
;. 
iJ 

@ur disa©very om.n be <Hj)nvey·ed th::t:'QUgh a spa.rkling eye, a. 

deep ;rin, selflesm ~~ts, .emd newly orea:ted la:ngua,es. 



III 

In tht: dicSeri 
· I saw rt creature, naked, bestial, 

lJ/Jw", squatting upot1 the ground, 
Held his heart in his hands, 
/Ind ate of it. 
I scr.id, "Is it good;friendt' 
"It is bitte~·-· .. -bitter," he answered; 
"Butt1 like it 
Becanse it is bitter, 
.11ncl because it is' my heart.'; 

C F01J.ett (ed..), ~ ..Q!1!~~..tl!1 f.?!!!LS! ~ .it.!f.!.h!n 
~' P•5J 

At t;i:m~s, we ~ll m.:@wear 11.k~ thei @.reatuJ:>e wh$ 4~enje;y~1a0 

e®n.sum.111~ bis ewn he~rt and his crwn pr@.yers.. Ii®W@ver, W$ 

«um ut;1lize 0ur d.ist:l.ng;uishin.g tlhmra:eteristiQ -- our· pro~· 

pens:l.ty t'~ :pray. 1Ihrou~~;h pr~;y·®r we miiy be ~able t~> de8tl 

dirett.d;ly with ®ltr bitterness ... _ whtoh we &'Lll ]ll~HilS~sm by 

virt~ue @f be1n!i hum&ltn in an inhum81.n W®rld.. 'Ihei hesi,rt (}fm 

be viewed !ltS the!: l\\l©int Wh©re wc.,rsh1p b®61~il'ls. By oonsuminli 

th@ heG1.rt, we are de11nying; t1htll.t mEH)ha,ni@m its ability t@ 

f j,nd. $1. W&ll.Y to W®:r.@hip fl 
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' X-XIV 

I saw a man pursuing the horizon; 
Round and rout~dthey sped. 
I was disturbed at this; 
!accosted the man. 
"lt is futile,". I said, 
1'You can never~" 

''You lie," lie cried, 
And ran on. 

\·' 

rF,;llett (ed), 1'he d'olleoted Poems of 
St~phen Cr~ne, p.26). 

1rhe 1nd.1 vidu.!I:tl 0f p:t:'i:a,yer should be -- ~tl thou.&;h he :li~ 

mi>t alw~a.yl!fl ...... o®a;niz~.nt ©f the grai..ndi@se nature @f h:ts 

ola.im; h® asserts thaat h~ wrays to a L,.stening. G@d. Mis 

is :bhe a.bs~)lute }/£ctradox~ the bravad® of ll!I, true believer 

wh~ must believe. Ma.n reaches uwward, 0utwm.:t·d, :pursu:1.n&; 

the ~neffable. His aspiration beoo•es the &©arah itself 

aliiil ©pp~secl t® the aet @f f'inding .. 

It matters 11 ttle whet;her Stephen Crane's ma.n ik1 ~t 

pro jeoticm of himself or a ea:ricature of the man ef faith. 

It matters wi&~n1fiamnt;J.y f©r th6' ffill!tn @f f.!l!tith ter) see the 

possibili ·t;y of his quest 4"!,nd t6> continue pursuing~ 1 t. 
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TEXT 

We all-
stones, people, little shards of glass in the sun, 
tin cans, cats and trees-
are illustrations to a text. 

In some places they don't need us. 
In some places they, only read the text
the pictures fall off like shriveled parts. 

Vr'h.en a death-wind blows in the deep grass 
and clears off from' the west all the pictures 
that the clouds set up-then 
night comes and reads the stars. 

CZe1 tlin., Whitman (tr •. and ed.. ) , An An th@l@irv· @f ~ ;lllijl\l~~ ..... "'llo~ ~ 

~1~4.~:rlJ.. x1ga.t.:AL~. F.!.~u.- j) .135 .J 
Being unr1eed.ad is n0t "bein<i& unnecess9l.J'.'Y. Eaoh of' us is 

an era.bellishment and h@pefu.lly an emb@diment ®f the pra~y-ers 

we intern9.lize. It is a, pity many 11eeJ>le ~ read the 

text. T'he text must b$ eluoida:ted by the commentaries 0f 

whioh the illustrati®ns are an integral part. '.fiow else are 

we t® beo0me our 1rayers? 

'lhe bl©w:tn~ 0 deiath-wind. u rni~tht be a metaph@r fQ:t:' the 

Sh@'ah -- the sp-stematio destruoti®n ©f ©UX' ])6@,le during -- ,, 
the Sea@nd W0rld War. IrQnioa.lly, thli rl~l©eaust Ii>I"©mpited. 

many 0f us wh@ remained t@ :r.ee:x:amine the text and beQ@me 

Jews. N0 ~n~ deters us f:r®m stud.yin~; the text; (rea.di.ng 

i I the stars) n®r fram oheasing previous illustratiens that 
I I i.lltun:i.natei .. the shades ©f ©Ul~ d®utt mnd. quest10nin~~· 

I 
\ 
i 

\ 

L 
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ADVANCING 

Simply to think about seme thin1s 
Ia to U<H10.mp11.sh them; you turn yernr head 
And the eiarth yanlshes 
An.d wha,t you see is a '.}Permeated heaven 

Of stars and hvtt:toes and. everyth1n~) flourishing 
An.d you h~we aoocDmplished 1 t all 
Almest by aooident, as if while liftin1 

11'narm0us we1.w;hts fr~m oleud :F>laiteau t0 ol@ud. plat(.UJtU 
Y@ur thOUiht had s@meihow turn~d. te s©mething sel1d 
A:nd £1tt; last y©U felt ·the wh®l®s®me atmQS}Phere 

ef d@ubt 

( B$r1ed ik t , lh..!. ;~3si:l., E> • 51.1- ) 

11 Advancingu links thoutg;ht with act. ( 11 SimJ11.Y to think 

/
. . ~ 

ab0ut semen things Is to accomplish them,. 

values is: an integratl part @t' W®:t.'Ship. 

Particularly irisd."htful here' isi the accidental and ht~p ... 

hazard nfl1,ture of the: 19advan!oe·. 11 :We modern &nd. nimble ·~s0-
. •,: 

phist1oates" stumble by accident 

As tmw0rtant as "the find, 11 11 the truth," and ''the advanoe-

ment11 is the continual :refinemento '!'his is only a.ooomi.,lished 



Reply to a Young Po.~t 

You say you want the poem to be absolute You, 
No crap (you say), no bilge, no flourishes. 
You want to dig to the clear source that nourishes, 
Every feeling honest, every image true. 

You want the poem clean and hard as stone, 
And yet to sing and soar like a bird; 
To go back to what was in the beginning-the word, 
And strip the word to the bone. 

Then will the word speak with its elemental force, 
No echo from the Past, no tampering by Art. 
!·understand: Everything straight, straight from the heart! 
Of course! Of course! Of course, of course, of course! 

Well, suppose you cut the poem down to a single word-let's say 

Rain: 
No two rains are alike, falling out of no two skies, 
No two moments observed by no two eyes, 
Aside from all the hanky-panky in the brain. 

Or say you get the poem down to the number 1 : 

Ev.en that simple 1, stared at long enough, 
Puts forth a foliage of outlandish stuff 
And dances off into the blinding sun. 

So babble or grunt, hack away with a knife, 
Turn all your working hours into Judgment Days: 
You can 1Vrite a,porm in as many ways 
As you can live a life. 

'I'he text <.):f:' l!:t poem or a prayer raai.y be fj:xed by printerm 

or ·th~1se who read bv-. rote. But its i'le:x:i.bility its 

life -~· is in the :t:n.terpretati.ons and the feelin&GS e:xper-

i.enoed a:u.r:iY.l(~ the readin~.~· 

Worship can be s0methin4,1; other th~:m the :reel ttit ti on of 

bland formulaE:l and timew0rn :phr~.ses. But we must oont1n ... 

ua.lly st~ri ve to worship anew tii.nd :u.ve s,new ~ Worship is 
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servln.g :i. ts best; pul"}iH'iH3Gi pe1~ha,ps when l t helps us make ()UJ:'.' 

d.l11.ys into 0 Jud"ment Days" for cm:t~selYes~. 



-62-

(unt;:t tled. intr0duGtion). 

'And what,' said ilrn EmpeTm·, 'does this poem describe?' 
'It describes,' Haid the Poet, 'the Cave of the Never-N'ever. 

'\Vould you like to see what's inside?' He offered his axm. 
They step1iedinto the }Joern and disappMred for ever. 

(l3arker, s;1~~.~'~!.4. 'f..IP9'.mr.f,, p.,vii). 

It is unfer·bunately· a ra:r·e phe:n.~men®n for us to be-

o®me oauai;ht uw 1n our ])raying. We run thr®UtJ',;h ~ur :prQye:i:·m~ 

we ree:l:be . them., we speak them. We do n®t believe them !>tnd 

inex0rably almost never tru.ly praetioe them. Poems and 

prayers are meant t® be liYed.. G<:Hi11rge Barke:r:·• s intr0d.uo ... 

tian t® his @•lleeted p0ems seems to me a fitt1n1 intra

dtH}ti©n to }Prayer 1 tself. It @pens t~J t@ u.s a new way €.l:f' 

exper1ern~inft; ]!>:t:'etyer with one an0ther .. 

; . I 



. J 

TRYINGi'OPRAY 

This time, I have left my body behind me, crying 
In its dark thorns. 
Still, 
There are good things in this world . 
It is dusk. 
It is the good darkness 
Of wC)men's hands that touch loaves. 
The spirit of a tree begins to move. 
I touch leaves. 
I close my eyes., and think of water. 

L I 

(Wr1iht, 'I'he 'Bran~h Will N©t Break, p.1~2). 
~~~.~!<+~II~~ 

I am d.&light.;ed that James Wri~;ht chose t® call his )!)®em, 

11 ~eryin@'; t© l?ray 11 instead 0f 0 Pray1.ngce it It• s simply mot as 

easy ia.s one mi(~ht naively think. It is painful tQ beoG>me 

00ndi t1Gr1ed te 1ray. Perhaps tha:t aeeounts for Wrir:&;ht • s 

11 cryini" a.nd. "therns." 'lbe poem cenveys the tt'UilSt!H:.1at1ve 

fashi@n in whioh G>Ur minds jUJn]t t© find th1nis te ~irasp 

hold. 0f e.nd to m.bs®r'b thei1" eVQGHltive metanin$$• Wrii)ht o®n

trasts the pain G>f a :i;>tart1Gula:r moment t0 the release and. 

C.@mf©rt he finds in Jr&.iy:tn~. It is the wain a.nd o@nflict 

tha.'t; lea.d. him to prayer. 
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Little Prayers, 1/:6. 

/ G. Lost-God help me-~-in a waste 
I where the dusk has fallen fast 
I 
I I panic and my cowardice . 

is what it always was. 

No lig;ht, no guide, but now thank God 
my wet tears are wellii1g hot 

and I can breathe in the black night 
and look about as I wait. 

(Cil!>0dman, ~lt!!.!o!sl., :1!!>·~172)-

The ir0ny 0f' prayer 1s seen herein: It :presup1osGH1J 

the nearness q,if God., But the faet that we have te call 

ten1l1.i @r !.!. h&lv·e been @U t ef touoh. · 1l'here is ru·J11·.~r<U3:rpe:nse, 

yet the one· whe prays, find.s s:tJ:rr~it:ith te wad t rand. think out 

his ~light. The w&iting is, itself, a f<ilrm. ©f G©mmunioa,i, ... 

ti®n. 

I t"ind it e.n exJpand1ng ad.d3. tion., In the stilln.ess of 

·wai tin&;, J: am reminded ef Israel's un.:i.que sel'e0ti©n a>!id 

:i.ts jQlnt res:p@nsibil:tty wi.th all 1e~ples. rrhe silence 

1<tH1es 3:ts1:i;1;f;tghtfuJ.ness and has bec~~me rev:elat@ry by sup ... 

plyinti w.ee,n1nci;; to the l<i~st. 



INlEIEfiI1I1AN'CI 

Et©w still I find :1. t here 
in this 1~la0Et 
hi®W like m lake ©.t dawn 
a d:i:·eam G>f' Men 
a d.:re~im :ria:i::•e 
un.tr©t:tbled, 
@l,S if the W©l'.'ld were ~u©h. a drEuui1 
as if we never b0re the m<:i.r11ttoh ~t· sterm 
never felt the wr~:th w1 thin. 
swell int0 fier©e 1mlll.ginin&i;s and t~h®stly· shrieks 

PI@~r still he:re 
in this pl&oe 
b~1oause I i'l.m an l])Lr:t:'G>W 
l@GH~Gld fr0m the hunter• s b©W 
fallen swl1n'l~er@d in a thioli:et 
bey®nd ·bhe t@uoh Git hsmds 

I live Yl® mG)rtl 
re:f'leet n0 more en wh&\t it is 
t© li.sten 
te si&;h 
t® l11¢i>V$ f in~ers t,en tly rwveI' skin 
even the skin ®'f IE!t@ne 

I ltn®w nethini ©t' M.ll these 
ht11:vinf~ inher1 ted te0 mu€th 
0f' S@llt}:ll 
and cinder 
and stillness 

( Ch®t, unpublished). 

tuai,ry" 1J:il10i:1~ w:l th whc,;m we pray must beoo.me a SQna.tuary,. 

Ou.r ]lir~y·1ni: is 9, fa>r1n of our d.re&minra-;., In ll>l"aye::i:•, we dret1tm 

©f how th® world, ©f h®w we 0urselveua sh©Uld be untreubled., 

Our d.r<!Ji&ll,minf~ t1ts ®Ur :prayin111\: e.©mes fr@m e:x:te:rnil.1 stimuli 

and internal deni11tl.. In sruoh ~ werld h<li>W oan we rJ.fl'lilt be 

we then shut out the s~undm 12md sights. 

-------------~-------·-----------
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SELF-DECEPTION 

Like one who dares not ask and tries 
to keep her mind from thinking lest 
an inquiry reveal if pressed 
that love is lost and her faith lies 

is one who hopes despite all signs 
of cosmic infidelities 
discounting what his reason sees 
for comfort found in dreamed designs. 

(Kaufmann, Q?.-!.U ~~ .Q~!L~.ft ~' I>. 61 ) 

There are elements 0f self•deeeptien in prayer as in 

all thinll:S.. Why sheu.ld ©Ur worshill' be ruiy different :f'rG>m 

the rest @:t' @Ur living;? When it is d.'1fferent ...... we have 

lm:unah, --
fa1 th, is m o®:n tinual searohini and f'indin", d.'1n.fbt1nf!l> 

and. disaard:tn.!1'• 'Wb.en WE' s·t@:in> searohini, fii'tGip askin~ ~ we 

have st©lJ>])ed. J.i·1ring. S:\.milarly, when we have eeased d.rea.111-

tngt and eeased. enjoyin~, we ha.ve lG>st El)Ur ability to w0rshi)!). 
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BOHCHU 
~-·-

rI'NE CALL 'J~O WOtiSlUP 
~~~ills! l!·U~l!ll~lo¥N•'rr 'allll-IU!llllllOJI!!'>' 

' 
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'I1i.e Bagel · 

I stopped to pick up the bagel 
rolling away in the wind, 
annoyed with myself 
for having dropped it 
as it were a portent. 
Faster and faster it rolled, 
with me running after it 

· bent low, gritting my teeth, 
and I found myself doubled over 
and rolling down the street 
head over heels, one complete somersault 
after another like a bagel 
and Strangely happy with myself, 

( Iama t©w, .~,Q-~!Q;.!, ~-;i. 2§..2., ~· • . 
Oeoasienal.ly we d® st;l!l>J? tei ]'iok uw what we h~v-e d:r·or;.1wed 

only ta find. 1 t has meved ahead. And· Lt' we want; it - ... we 

mus·b 1lUrliilue it. .And mu oh oan be derived. f:r®m the pursuit 

1 tself: We orn.n area:be new values t e:x:}f>erienoe a ful.t'iJ.ling 

moment, and oomm.uni~}ate iwur changes. 
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(u.nti tled) 

The hollow of morning 
Holds my soul still 
As "YaterinJ1_jar 

(Menasehe, lit i!:.~!!l!"!!l. l?li !h.ll, 1·• 57) • 

The m0rnini is hC'~llew until we l:ull.ve assemblecl with •j)))ne 

aw.\)ther and pra:1,sed G0d. Simul tane@usly, the m@rn1J:1i is 

w1 th@ut st:rog&;le or ]l>redete:r.mi.nati0>n, " ,until we assemble t 

we iare Genfined; aft~e:r. that we &htll}uld try te f©ll0w 0ur 

&;r©up ae t by reaehini 0u t with ®Ursel ves and one ano the1•. 
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IX 

spring omnipotent goddess thou dost 
inveigle into crossing sidewalks the 
unwary june-bug and the frivolous angleworm 
thou dost persuade to serenade his 
lady the musical tom-cat, thou stuffest 
the parks with overgrown pimply 
cavaliers and gumchewing giggly 
girls and not content 
Spring, with this 
thou hangest canary-birds in parlor windows 

spring slattern of seasons you 
have dirty legs and a muddy 
petticoat, drowsy is your 
mouth your eyes are sticky 
with dreams and you have 
a sloppy body 
from being brought to bed of crocuses 
When you sing in your whiskey-voice 

rises on the head of the earth 
and all the trees are put on edge 

spring, 
of the jostle of 
thy breasts and the slobber 
of your thighs 
i am so very 

the grass 

glad that the soul inside me Hollers 
for thou comest and your hands 
are the snow 
and thy fingers are the rain, 
and i hear 
the screech of dissonant 
flowers, and most of all 

i hear your stepping 

ragging the world, 

freakish feet 
feet incorrigible 
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i thank You God for most this amazing 
day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees 
and a blue true dream of sky;and for everything 
which is natural which is infinite which is yes 

(i wh~ h_ave died am alive again today, 
and this is the sun's birthday;this is the birth 
day of life and of love and wings: and of the gay 
great happening illimitably earth) 

how should tasting touching hearing seeing 
breathing any-lifted from the no 
of all nothing-human merely being 
doubt unimaginable You? 

(now the ears of my ears a~ake and 
now the eyes of my eyes are open~d) 

( Curruninar;s , P11i ems : !2,gJ_;J~.!.t,, l\l • 46!~) • 

67 

when faces called flowers float out of the ground 
and breathing is wishing and wishing is having
but keeping is downward and doubting and never 
-it's april (yes,april;my darling) it's spring! 
yes the pretty birds frolic as spry as can fly 
yes the little fish gambol as glad as can be 
(yes the mountains are dancing together) 

when every leaf opens without any sound 
and wishing is having and having is giving-
but keeping is doting and nothing and nonsense 
-alive;we're alive,Ciear:it's(kiss me now)spring! 
now the pretty bfrds hover so she and so he 
now the little fish quiver so you and so i 
(now the mountains are dancing,the mountains) 

when more than was lost has been found_ has been found 
and having is giving and giving is living-
but keeping is darkness and winter and cringing 
-it's spring(all our night becomes day)o,it's spring! 
all the pretty birds dive to the heart of the sky 
all the little fish climb through the mind of the sea 
(all the moun~ains are dancing;are dancing) 

(Cu.mm1ngs, Poems: .. _. i . 
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As 1art €i>f the crea tien, we ©ften re:t~l:e.ot 1 ts mo@ds. 

With ea.eh s1r1n,t semeth:tng within us awakens anew and 

refreshed. Indeed d~es Ged 0 bestGw lii\;ht tG the earth 

and th11u1e wh0 dwell upon 1 t. n :mx1.erien&d.m;m; l·the i':flrt"eshness 

@f s1r1:nit the he,e, the blessed. illusi@n 0f s~mething 

new in @ur lives, we, to0, exelaill'.lJ , "El'.®w. grEH:at are ;y~mr 

w®rks, o L©rd, a.11 @t'' them did y$U _ms,ke in w1sdeim. u 
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./l JJ01111t<1ill Creed 

/\ MOlJNT-'IIN flower once I spied, 
A lonely height its dvvclliug, · 
Where winds around it wailed and sighed 
Sad stories sadly telling. 

'fair flower,' said I, 'thou all alone 
'Thy (lays up here art spending, 
'Now listening to the sad winds' moan 
'And now before them bcndi11g . 

. 'When clouds and mists infold thee rout1d 
'For many days together 
'And o'er thee weep until the ground 
'Is mnrky as the weather, 

'I foar thy lifo is lone and sad, 
'Thy soul encased in sorrow, 
'I'hou hast uo songs to make thee glad; 
'No bees come here to borrow 

'Tell me the secret of thy lifo, 
"Thy very scllll' s religion, 
'That I may know the hope and strife 
'That .fi 11 this dreary· region.' 

'My lifo is lonely as the sea,' 
It softly made reply, 
'But not so sad as seems to thee 
'Or I should c1 uickly die. 

'I live not here to pine and mourn 
'O'er what is not my making, 

i/ 'But· to folfll iny fate inborn 
,I 'Aud hold lllpdf unqu:iking. 

'Though gloomy clot~~f and stonns of migl~t 
'Are not forever raging, . 
'And times there come of calm delight 
'M . y weary woes assuagmg; 

'Yet cloud atid storm can hurt nie not, 
'My joy it is not pleasure, 
'But 'tis to be, no lmmblelot, 
'O · . 1 ' ' l c··, d. ' ' nc .JCWC 1111c :rO s treasure. 
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.A.11 th1n~s verify the div:'.t.ne behind ni:ziture. There is 

J2!~tl:!::J, S©me qua.11 ty which reflects ...... it' ©:nly by 1n·t1-

mat:1.@n - ... the uniquer1ess of G@d. 

Sy:nge 00n:ununi oa tes and w0 rs hi ]Hll by s tudyins :nature , 

relatin~i t© 1. t, and drawing j,rtferenoes be;~rond nature 1 t

selt'. 'rhe Jew does the same th:r(J))u'h w@rsh:tp. 

H0w c®.n a .fl ewer be "lone and sad. 1
' '? Uew oan a mar1 n@t 

fl"i~~lfjolj-Fill1~ 

feel "l0ne and. saclH? A~: .the least 1nd:'.1.rect;ly, the Jii(;let 

and W©rshiJ1er sense,. a J!U.r190 se to what. Gcd. Gl€.ies. For 

we are a.11 :part 0f the C$ntinuinm; <u:eation .. 

I 
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1rhe soiemtists are mista.l{en, the universe 
wias not ore& ted e&ns a~Q. 
'l'he uni verse, I main ta in, is created eve:r•;y day. 

'11he soientii;rcs are 1nistaken when they 'olaim 
the uni verse was sh1;;1,:~ed. f'r©m l!i'me primeital clay, 
I mllltin ta in the uni verse 1 s shawed eve:ry day 
from diverse materi~ls with nc::>thin!tl; in O<)m.tnG>n; 
only the ra, ti@ of. their masses, like 
that ~f the element 1BorrG1w and the element h0pe, 
mtttkes them oom:ps-t:n:i@ns 
iand. curbs titi:n~ s. I much reira;r~ib, 

the need to stand, U}l) in all humility, t® ch~.llenl~e 
Whfl!l,t is sG well aoeepted by theuexwerts, 
that the greatest mf velooiti~s is that af light. 
But I and .my radiated. flesh 
quite reQently e:iql:lerieneed :s:omet;hina; else 
whose speed e:irneeds enen thtivs:pH!H~d ®f' li&i;ht 
a.nd returns sur~l;y, not in a straight line, 
beoei,use of the Qenvelu tedness @f cr$at~i(())n 
(Pr t;he perfeetj,en ©f the Name 

and. if we combine Stll this int® a wrc1r~er equati(m, 
perh~rtps 

it w:tll exy.iledn why I refuse to believ-e that your voice 
and everythin~ I set bef®re myself eternally 
~nd ever~ythin~~ th6at was so real and suddenly 
was lost 
was really lost r~rever. 

And if the world h~'\.S not yet b~um a@nstruoted fr0m it, 
enrery day there is ble:;;1sing;. 

(J<€.1vner, Chy et (tr. ) , .fil:.~ Ji!..!h!Y!.:b P1W. lJ.-12] 

.rrhe a.cts ®f Greati®n were n<r>t perf©rmed once for all 

time. As the ·Y0t::ser (j)r benedioticm s~tates: 0 J:n His ir;s®d-
---~-- ~ 

ness lie renews eaoh day ~lwiays the aots of' creation.." 

creat:lon is a 00ntinueus aG-tiv1.ty. 
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1l'W'ilights are Ghildren d1se0vered behind fences, 
1!'wilia1h ts ar~ the &li{;ed. wh@ c<an:n0t achieve de811. th, 
1:tiwilights are lam1s~ ..... the wioks alree.dy burnin11;. 
1I'w:tlight&J are the eye~ of i:harti(rnl!ll'l:te mitdme:n, 
1!'w11if,"'h'ts ~re le)tte:rs written and. torn up; 
s•methinc is easin1. semeth1n1 p~riahing.~. 
'Iw1liihts are rinc,s tllm axeid-®ff' fingers: 
bleed an ;eld, gold on bleed. 
'lw'i11ihts are air,rns: (!)f beautiful be~r&;;ar girls, 
1I'wili~hts are flll>\iitS in lest blll\ttles. 
'.Lwilig;hts are f'iddJ.eJ:rm, whilEl devils 
snatoh the br1d1es frem our homes ••• 
Twilir~htsi are windews (S)f ab~nd@ned synag©(,UeJs, 
the F,>ian~s lmxn~nt1ni; in cG>l®r .... 
[' S tern

6 
, Bl um ( tr• ) , .A .'.:£!.!.!.lEJ:!.f.l !£?:!. 1~.£!£!.lllJ .t~! .. ~ , 

P• 22 · :J 

Twili&hts sa.re all ©f these 1mlll.a;es Q:mc.i mG:t.'e. 1rw-1li&"ht1 

w@:rship differs from mernin~ W®rship in the degree!r) and in

tE1Jnsi ty of its 1ma~ery. In 0ffer::J.ng 1raise t0 m Gerl who 

br:l.ni's Gm th$ n1.g;h 1:;, we a.re extolling the nature (l)f dark

n$ss, mystery~ a\il.nd seorets. Night is the time 0f dream and 

fanttasy. It is a mixture 0f the unkn®wn and. the s©ught. 



•" i 

-'19-

I 'ON MY WANf)ER. FLlJTE 

A barefoot vagabond on a stone 
in evening gold 
casts from himself the world's dust. 
Out of the woods 
flits a bird in flight, 
and snatches the last fragment of sun~ 

Here is a willow near the river .. 

A road. 
A field .. 
A quivering meadow. 
M uffied footsteps . . . 
of hungering· clouds.· . 
Where are the hat1ds that shape this wonder? 

Here is a lively fiddle. 

What then ir left to do in such an hour, 
0, my world of a thousand colors, 
except 
to gather into the knapsack of the wil1d. 
the red loveliness · · 
and bring it home for evening bread. 

Here is loneliness like a hi.11. 

(sutskever, "On My Wander :B,lutet" in Bet:sky, 
Q~'!!'P:!! !.t!:S.t. 9B.~B:.m£&! !.ltH. EJ.1:ltn~, #l J 

'.ehe wanderer is a fine ev©eative 1mal]!;e f0r us Jews. It 

00nn@tes ®Ur restlessness and our endless seareh1n~. The 

dust each wanderer o&sts @ft' elings t® him, in wart, and 

Q®mes t0 bel@n6S t0 him. N®t 0nly the dust be00mes a ]9ar'b 

•f us, se d@ the raads; we alaim them as part •f us due t@ 

our familiarity. 
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.A.t dusk and in the em.rly .fill!!?!& even:lni$, we san0t1fy 

·time and Q0ns1der where we have wandered duril'li: the wast 

week, where we m111tht have wandered, and where we will wander 

durin' the ne~t week. 
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OVER ALL THE ROOF TOPS 

Over all the roof tops 
a quiet night is posed. 
Leaning at the window 
my child stands engrossed, 

gets up on his tiptoes, 
peers and peers outside; 
his face grows paler 
and his eyes grow wide. 

His blond ringlets 
curl in the breeze. 
The good God alone knows 
what my child sees. 

( Ieieland, "Over All the R©Qf T©ps," :l:n 
l3estsky, 0n1,!t,! !US! .QJq.,up.(qers ~ .£::.\t.lf4!,, #5) .. 

11.eu!Jen I@eland 0alls f@rth the 1dentit'ioat1Gn q,f the 

ohild i:n this p®em with the ohild within all 0f' ·us. F'as

oir1ati(!>n fer vistu:~l st3.mul1 ...... the entire Vl"Gl'ld. beo®.tues 

m. m1raele t 'rhe relig-ious man finds awe sand w@nd.er in the 

w@rld "bef@r~ him... It is the handiwit>1•k of G@d best@wed. i&n 
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N!Gl"l'.T O~i 'l:Int PRAIB.Il£S 

N1iht on the p:re:rt·&•liH 
'l"'he supper :ls over ... - the fire ®n the &;:t'ii,mn.d burns 1Gw; 
The wearied. emigrants sleew, wrapt in their blankets: 
I walk by myself ... - I stand and 1e0k at the stmrs, 

whioh I think n©w I never realized before. 

Now I aps0rb imrn®rtalit;v and peaoe • 
l: i;:i.d.mire death, a:ncl test ~r©J>GS1ti@ns. 

H©W ~lente®usl Hew s,iritualt 

I was thinkin.f,i; the day mast splendid, till I saw what the 
n®t ... clay exhibited.~ 

I was think5.ni this gl©be ert0ugh, till ·there s1rana; 4i>Ut 
s<m> n.¢1:1.seJ.ess around ine myriads ®t'."<iitheiV ~l0bes. 

N®w,· :w:hD.e the 4~reat theuihts Gf spaoe and.. etern1·c;y fill 
I will measure myself by them; 

And. now~ touoh'd with the live~11 0f other gl@bes, arrived 
as far al®n~ as th<i>se @f the emrth, 

Or waiting t~© arrive, or pa.ss.'d. E:m farther than th@se Gf ·t;he earth, 
I hencefi'.n:-th n© m®re ir,f;n0re them, than I 1$:n©re my o-wn life, 
Or the li v11u1 0f th@ earth a.rr1 ved as fa::e /ia.S mi:n.e, @r wait

ing ·t;@ arr:'.! .. ve t 

O I. see n0w that life oa.nn0t exhibit all t© me _ ... as the 
day. OfJU:m©t, 

I see ·th~itt I am t$ wait for what will be ~xh:tbj.ted by 
death. 

(Whitman, •rrapJ> (ed.),~~· 1'1"288-9]. 

r:ehe ]H;>em ertarts as a 1aesm tQ nit'!;ht, illustra t1ni its 

pa>asibil1t:tes ®f excitement, va.riety, beauty& Within the 

poem ·Whitman d.evel@ps anal<11gies between day and life as 

well as :niiht and deat::h. In ea.oh oase, Whi ·t;man is !llayin& 

that the sum ®f' each is m@re than :I.ts dist:l.net war·tse 'lhj.s 

complement:s ·the ~ ~. prayer by drawing death into 

G®d's crea.tive de9vel0J?mentt~. It, tc.H;i, is an. e.fi(J!)eot 0f the 

natura.l w@rl.d Ke fashiened. Deat:h is n.©t sew~rate t"r@m 

1 u·e but an :1.n tegr&l pa:rt 0 f 1 t. 
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l">iGketinf~~ G0d, Or Semethin~.~ t<il Be Gc>d 

We are 11cke·tino; God. 
We are d.emandJ .. nM, that 0ur lives make sense. 
We are demei.nding that; ©Ur lives have someth~.nl\i;; t6.~ d© with 

everythint, we meet and. with all time. 
We want a sens$ @f. f@rev·er •. 
We are liti'ainst narr@wncrass and temp©rar:tness. 
We demand that death fall into pilae'! h©:nestly and mg,,reea.bly. 
We d® nG>t w:tsh t® be :f'@aming f:ra.oti©l'lSc. · 
We a.re ·tired of seeming; bubbles (bubbles $1\tl.ftly vanishinld~ into 

blah indi~ntty), 
We are again disiful)uises that d.isijj;ust with the years .. 
We wiE~h this moment; to srtand, s0meh0w, always. 
We sl'H1.mt a1iainst de,ra.dinsi; and sioken1ng impermanence. 
We w:l.sh t© be wretohes with rad1anoe, if wretches we h8~Ve to be. 
We wan·t c.learness that has aroma in the W©rld, warm and 

a.uthentie, and w1 thstsi.nd1n~' all l@H»k~.n'1l: a:t. 
We are pioketing God. 

And if G©d 1sn' t here ·t<w> be picketed, why then we ~ioket 
What Is, 

And say it mu.st; be G<E>d. 

(Siegel, ~' h.!!+!r.+!!!n. P.!.!.!]:.!!!!!.er!' p. 31~) • 

In stark (l0ntrast t10 the Ahmvah rabah which affirms sub-.... ~~~~ 
jeGtive meaning and sen.se, I oh01u~ I!tU. Sie{lf,el' s *':Pioket1ni 

G@d, Or Some thin~;; t@ Be G@d." 'I'he feli!lina;s @t' l0ve and 

mean1rti;.~ &tre not within us all the time (t;heink Ged f1Dr that)., 

Incorr;)oratin~t da:l.ly hav@o int$ GUr understancling of' the 

w@rld -- 1.s a :wminful pr©cess' we learn thrli1>ugh the years. 

It :l's natu:t"al ll\md ~©0d. te have @ooa.si(l>n t0 thr@w s0me @f 

·the ohaias back m.t Him wh© created it, ®r at least allowed. 

it te flourish within His oreatien. 

F0r all Qf cur pril}5ltestiatj.@ns we knew life is ephemeral. 

as 11s.ieem.ini bubbles" that vanish b®f0re us. DE~irad.inP.; and 

s:tGkenina; im:1¥>~rmanenoe is with us te> stay -- thG>Ug;h we 

0f'ten hEE!:ve a. hard time acoeJPtin&; :t t. 
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13. YOURS 

· Yours is the light that breaks foi·th from the dark, 
and the good that sprouts from the deft heart of strife. 

Yours is the hciuse that opens upon the world, and the 
love that cans to the battlefield. 

Yours is the gift that still is a gain when everything · 
is a loss, and the life that flows through the caverns of death. 

Yonrs is the he~iven that lies in the common dust, 
and you are there for' me, you are there fot all. 

Rabindranatli Tagore 

' I t'eeJ .. this '®em 0a.r1 'be u till.zed within an affj,r.rnati ve 

Jewish exi.,ertenoe · sinee it deser.1.bes a re1'a tiam.~1hi]) based 

upon G')d ts ))0$S€Hi~t:1iG.'lll. H.©wever, 1 t runs d.an~er~usly olese 

t© }Pan·bhe:Lsm which it W©Uld have refleoted if it had equated. 
' 

G@d. with the W®X'ld. .Al theu1h 1l1a;®re 1 s not unique in e:x:

wress1ng this tensi~m in his w0rk, his manner et' expression 

is unique. 
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CH.EDO 

Laugh at eill my dreH:uns, my dearest; 
I,augh, a.nd I re]!>e&t anew 

rrhs:t I still believe j,n man ...... 
As. I still belive in yeu. 

F©r.my s®ul is n@t yet uns0ld 
1'® t;he c::;olden calf @f' scorn 

And I still believe in man 
And the sp ir1 t in h:tm blin:n., 

By the J'iHi:tssieh ©f his sp:t1•i t 
Shall his ancient b©nds be shed. 

Let the S®Ul t)e g;t ven freedom, 
Let the b©dy hmve its bread! 

Lau~h, f0r I believe in friendshi~, 
And. in ©ne I still believe, 

O:n.e whQse heart shall bea,t with my heart 
And. with mine rejoice mnd grieve. 

Let the time be dark with hatred, 
I believe in years bey0nd . 

Love at last; shall bind the }!leoples 
In an ev@rlastini b0nda 

In ·!;hat day shall my ©wn people 
B.cHl>'bed in 1ts soil arise, 

Shake the yoke fr©m oft its shoulders 
And the d&irkne s s from its eyes .. 

L1f'e and love and strength and aetion 
In their heart and bl®®d shall beat, 

And th'i'lir h@I)EH3 shsill be b©t~h heaven 
And. the earth beneath their feet. 

rrhen a new i.ll®ng shall be lifted 
1l14i') 'the y©Utli, the f:rfee, ·the bri:i.ve, 

And the wreath t® er'1lwn the singer 
Shall be &;athered fr(.)ffi my ,rave~ 

'.C!J:1oherniohovsky, Ben.,..S@rek (ed. ) , Peems m.nd. P$ets ©t' 
6 """"*"'-~- ~-po ~~ Iii$~ Isr,l\';el, '1711"\ $ 8 -7., --~~~ll«>IJitllN .l:i''J.""' ,J 

1Ihe belhi;f in m21m as the pinnae.le ®f' God• s creation ...... 

l~~~.h f~~h!l ...... is continually called. int© quest10no 

:lf;>ersist:flntly· .r.t'ohern.i.chenrsky' s preitae;,mist -- be 1 t; Goel ia.d

dress1ng man, man a.cldressin~; his beloved, er men address1n~; 



: ~ 
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I ~ 
' •J 

one a.nc>'l;her ...... invites us to laullf;h at ma.n and to know simul

t&ne<msly ~L'eherniohovsky• s unshakeable trust in h:tm. In part, 

man d.~~es 1riha1e himself. !i';r.om every 1ersp1\'H.}ti ve other them 

God.' s, f a:l ·th j_n man bo.rders on 1r@ny. N~ij) I Even from G(!)d • s 

]ilersweoti ve, faith j,,n. man o~n ta.ins elernen·th1 0f iromy. 
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Sons of a Hebrew 

Working is another way of praying. 
You plant in Israel the soul of a tree. 
You plant in the desert the spirit of gardens. 

Praying is another way of singing. 
You plant in the tree the soul of lemons. 
You plant in the gardens the spirit of roses. 

Singing is another way of loving. 
You plant in the lemons the spirit of your son. 
You plant in the roses the soul of your daughter. 

Loving is another way of living. 
You plant in your daughter the spirit of Israel. 

' "ou plant in your son the soul of the desert. 

(Abse ~ f!..~!.32.!L ~!!~~ ~!!!!n·,, 11 .. :33) 

Prayer is 1lanting; :pra;y&r 1s sin~1ng; }'lrayer is lev1n,. 

We wrmy ab©ut cur o~noerns to und..erstand them better and t;{I) 

deal with them m©re su0eessfully. .As with ).}lantin~, we must 

n11.mrish ©u.r prayers. As with sin1in1, we must 10ur the we>rds 

and feelin&;s out. 

L:lke C©hen • s 0 Seni f@r Messiah," A.bse' s w@rk 0f'fers a 

majestie l.y:r.iaism. In beth, this derives :frGm the ~8it1jit~i1Vt 

s1.m1li0i ty ©f the w@rk, 1 ts strai&;htf©rward. structure, and 

the effeotive repet1t1an 

Our primary 0en0erns are the raising and edueatin~ @f 

the next 1eneratien, spee1fiaally, ®Ur awn oentr1but10ns, 

0ur ®wn ohildren. Abse has ©h@lilen the lemon t® represent 

the Jew:\.sh s@n. 'I'his sug.geats his streni1J:;"llh and endurance. 
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Being; the:·''·S¢11Ul @f the dese1"t, 11 ·the Jewish male's essence 

is touQ;h and durable. In e®ntrast, the Jewish dau&i;hter is 

epit®mized b~ the fra,r&nt and ientle r@£e. The ®dor and 

cle11o~GY e@nvcy t;he subtle influenGe ®f the J"ewish female. 



INS:PIRA1.1ION WON'T SUFFlCli& 

A<"lonstl, 
it .is clear tm me 
mankind n&Yer Wliil.S YG?\;lr ferte. 
You, 
like many artists Qf m;~r acquaintance, 
are suJ;llerbly g;ifted fo::i:· the. 1.:nm.nimate 
able e:n©U&;h even where d©!~s and sparrows 
and kim,s a:i:•e o~rtoerned. --
but; when 1 t o®mes t0 sht:iping 
the f®atures and s1tuls 0:f' O<l:l.mm®n men., 
manifestly 1nommpetent. 
Net that it wasn't a splendid dream 
whioh lay behind. y®ur mmbi ti on, 
But 
Adonai, Ad.~na1, 
inspir~:ti0n won't suf'fioe. 
One needs Sitzfleis@h, tedi@us discipltne, 
si.nd be ini' AdG:>nai , 
J©U had no st®mach .f@r it, I SU19F>®se 
titnd hm.ve:n' t yet tr®tfblecl y~mrself 
to read the reviews ••• 

( Chyet, unpu.blished). 

Oao&si@ne.lly Goel' s use ef. us deserves chiding. Less 

@ften than we f©rt1tet !Um, Pie m1s1nter.iorets the 1mwl1o&ti®n 

lii>f hav·in&; (}re.ated us. Our ohiding 1s n®· rebuke. On the 

G'1>ntrary, we reo®~'!;nize -- all t©© well -- the hazard.s ®f 

Jfii s iartistry. We c©mmon men are a diffioul t medium t© 

fashi®n. 11here are many facets t© ©Ur beint:{;• By chiding 

·chreiu~ih l0ve, we mi&1;ht indul~e 0ur .Artist's pride. At the 

least, we might a©rne t® e:x:peet less from ©Urmel veli'l and. · 

Qthers in the f'u ture. After li\ll, if the .Artist d.id. n0t 

~erf®rm the ultimate cremti®n, we ~ught t® be m0re ~oGe'

ting 0f the :pr@duet. We may be 00mpelled tG11 admit, it was 

n~t stt~h a terrible j©b 0f creation taf'ter a11. 



: I 
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I 

Despite this and despite this, · 
despite this and despite this, too; 
for we arc a st:ubborn people. 
I'he bulls of Assyria gored and trampled us . 
and the jackals and hawks of Egypt tore us to bits 

· . and the eagles of Rome feasted upon us, 
and yet despite that and despite that- ·· 
why not, fsrael, 
despite this and despite this, too? 

(Reznik@f'f., J2l. ~he !~~.~ !!, i1!Jlh.~ttai;i, ]) • .54). 

Our stubb11>rnness, B.ezn11t~ff seems t(l) he sayine;;; in his 

1r@f®und max111er, is in;taa;rally linked te @U:t::' ah0senness 

and 0ur h1st©r1Q environment$, There is s@mething m@re 

than persistent &b®Ut ®U:t" mbi\:J)~rnness · -- it a.0ttMally elu

Gidates a.~~d • s abundant love f®r tau "On aoo®unt e:f' eur 

Our :f'e:theirs 9 allu.ded. t® in the Aha ... -
YJill .::".~!.P!Yl ,art:ially qu@ted.. here and rn0re d1reetly adul&tted 

in the J~.Y:!~~. bened:i.oti0n, were als@ unmi t11si:tin~;i:ly stub'bll:>rn 

llS, in fa.0t, we their desoend.ents tend tQ be. Reznikeff's 

li turgieally ada1table ]b4>elm heigh tems .the tensiliru1 ®f the 

~.nu• s J>a.rtieularistio-un:l. versalist:l.c cenfr.~nts:t:J.®:n. It 

:ts 0ur stubb©:t·nness 1;ha:t actually sets us apart fr0m the 

rest;. @:f' m.ar1kind.,. We exhibit t;n unw1llin~n<:'SS ·tell let ge 0f' 

©Ur aswira1;i®ns, ~f separatin&i; ®ur illus:hms frem emr re

alities. 
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PRAY:E1l FOR MESSlAli 

His blood on nty arm is watm as a bird 
his heart in my hand is heavy as lead 
his eyes through my eyes shine btightet than love 
0 send out the raven. ahead of the dove 

His life in thy mouth is less than a man 
his death on my breast is harder tha11 stone 
his eyes thtough my eyes shine brighter than love 
0 send ottt the raven ahead of the dove 

0 send out the taveh ahead of the dove 
0 sing ftont your chains where you're chained in a cave 
your eyes throttgh my eyes shihe brighter than love 
yout blood in my ballad collapses the grave 

0 sing ftotn your chains where yott'te chained in a cave 
.j your eyes through my eyes shine brighter than love 

your heart in my hand is heavy as lead 
your blood on my arm is warm as a bird 

0 break from your branches a green branch of love 

1 
after the raven has died for the dove 

;( d@hen - gtA1 ll!1rnt.~rl 'P~""m"" .,. . h \ · · · · -, ~~F,.~~r~-~.-.. -~~' .~l!" • -r.1 

\,· 

An inspired ea.nd 1nsJ.tr.1n' :t»item, "·i':rayer t'0r Mess1a;h, 11 

G(!!)mbines senreral th1n1s in .a sin,ul8.r t'ashi@n. L1.k~ ~© 

many trad1t1®nail 1rayers, there 1$ a fluid m@vement in the 

J.i©em between 1:~he first ,~:r·m@n S]!leaker ta.nd the 11ad.dressee 11 

whQ) freely ehanie~i between third 0,nd SH.H!Ht>nd 1ersen. The 

pli'i>.em bu1lcls UJ.il©ll subtle reJ1let1·tien whiah is n®t uno®nun®n 

within several 1rayers. 1I1he frequent use ©f the ·1roc.Hf1tive 

is an®the:r. 0®mtn<liln feature between Jewish ia:rayer and this 

The repeated, aJ.J.usicms t® the raven and d®ve ..... ma.rt.~:1 are 

in$w1red by the :B'le®d St€1ry. 1Ihe birds whieh 'N®ah sends 
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GU t ©f the si.rk a.:r:•e harbina;ers of the :future. '.lhay are al131<ftl 

sa.@rif1ces 1n lieu @f .ma.n riskin~ his .life }!}rior t© s@r.ae 

experimentatill)n. C®hen wi·thin his }»oem devel0Jps a unique 

r~~lati®nshi:JP betweer1 the raven and d®ves the 1.:st1•©n!l'l;er, m~re 

]iiQWerful bird d:i$S f0r th© mGre vulner'1-ble. 

Al::loove all, C0hen hta.s ai;i ve:n usJ a mel0cl.ic. l@ve 1oeni. 

Like many leve :t!J©ems, its evertenes are filled with vis:icms 

and "death" 1 tself. ~Ihey are focused U]Htm the human body --

0 arm, 0 ''hand, tt "eyes," l'.heart, 11 and "breast. 0 

Certainly, this poem oom,lements the Jil1!Y~h I~E!h and 

.fill!.!li !1fill :~r.m.yers by buildin~ em0ti0nalJ.y 0n the theme 

®f l0v~. It oGntra.1.sts vi v1dly w1 th these b;y· its r@mi:imti~ 

t<:ime whieh, 1.£. r:)resent in the ber1edictiQnai, 1s S© subdued 

as t()l) be alm©st; irnweroeptible. H@wever, merey and ~©mF>aS .... 

s1on d• bal~u1ee the referen0es t0 inst:ruatien 1n law. An 

1:n.tr1guin~ parallel. exists between oh©®Sing the birds and 

oheas1n1 Israel. As the raven•s aets eame t~ represent 

is@meth1ni"i); f©:t:' the 0ther ~re>talfillll>nist, s0 Israel• s behSl:v:t0r 

means E~@methin&~ f0r mankind .• 

Jl'Iy int')lusi0n of the ~~ t'@r §.f.?.!Eli use is .Jj)r~ ... 

dieated @n a 0<1Hnm0n infrequ::ein\1'WJ ®f wershi~. J:t m11ht be 

meanin~ful t© int;reduee s@me intermediate bened1ot;i@ns into 

.fill~. W©rship due t* their laQk (J);t' stress. In this ~on .... 

text, 0irayer t'©r Mesmia.h" ex])ands UJPf!iln the 1raye:r. fer the 

Jttiess1an1c kin{JJ;: wlaaed. wi thj.n the iri.termed1ate bened1at1Gns. 

C0her1 • s ])®em is a r@mantio md. lyrioal ex:pans1en @f the 

-----------
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)prayer &nd wiilh. Eta.eh 0ne @f us is the Messiah -- l.t'ai.ther, 

has the petentiality ~f be0@min~ mess1an1e and drawini sim• 

1lar authentie eharaeter1st1Gs fr@m his fellewmen. It is 

n@t always se ea&iy t® ret1Hr>inize this wi. thin ®thers, let 

al~ne within ~urselves. Our l©V¢ ef Ged ea:n carry ex-

1rems1$ns @f a:rnn:•eoia:bi0n flfi.lr these unique ,;U'ts within 

©Urselves and within $Ur fell®wmen. 
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REVELATION 

We make ourselves a place apart 
Behind light words that tease and flout 

But oh, the. agitated heart ' 
Till someone really find us out. 

'Tis pity if the case require . 
(Or so we say) that in the end 

i We speak the literal to inspire 
The understanding of a friend. 

'! 

But so with all, from babes that play 
At hide-and-seek to God afar, 

So all who hide too well away 

Must speak and tell us where they are. 

The .11n:oblem with a.ll o®mnrun1cati©n ...... revel.a.ti(l.m i:nclu ... 

d.ed - ... :i.s "tu.n.in~\I; i:n ° 0n our levels et' l.isrteinin&~. What• s 

beint~ sa1.<1 behind what ts be in{!; said.'? Within the c©n tex.t . _.~~~~Olli . 

®f @Ur wGrsh:l)I, we affirm a G©d wh@ is a tthearer ef i;>rayer. ti 

Woulti that we e@u.ld as readily aokt1owl erl~~e eursel ve s as 

0hefirers of p:i:·a;ver 11 or "hearkeners @f reveJ.s,ti@n .. •1 

Just as we play s;ames with ©ne a.n®ther, what l{eeps us 

from 17la;y·1ng ~?;ames with G@ct'i> N@thing. When we sa;y- we ea.n ... 

ned:; sense Hls JPresence, W<-:) l'llet;1l be se,y:i.ng we have blh:i.cl s:l'/>ets, 

a.re. myepio, ®r simwly are n@t l(l>okinlji;. And is God. a ).Dassive 

a[;~tmt? Are~ n®t hj.s a.otions in hlst©ry a p·1;tzzlin,1~ ~~ame? 
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WORD 

The wo~d bites like a fish. 

Shall I throw it back free 

Arrowing to that sea 

Where thoughts lash tail and fin? 

Or shall I pull it in 

To rhyme upon a dish? 

AND WHOEVER BRINGS 

1 And whoever brings the song should buckle on a sword, 
And whoever carries the word should also carry a spear, 
And whoever comes with God-he should come as a lord 
And sweep the earth like fire. 

Lenore Marshall 

r1r®.baohn1k, Marshall (tr.), El$We and Greenberg (ed,), 
/1 .'iP!~!Utl. !!. !~~~ f .... ®~1;r..Y~' JP• 271 J 

Ctarrying, su.stta.inintJ;, and vividly 00mmuni0at:ine; the 

relilif.;i®us messa€~e 1$ a struiile that ~:abaahn1k ~\H!eks ttil 

e@nvey starkly by em:pl©yinlf,;; war 1ma~I,ery.. 1rhe aGe@u trem@n ts 

et war -- the sw@rd and the swear _ ... need n@t be a.ddi tiens, 

rather 1nteI'J:ilretat1®ns ®f the s0n~ and the W©rd. He is em

phasizin&; the use 0f instruments @f W®rshiJ. We m1&~ht see, 

f'©r ex&ml!')le, the fire we earry as the Law, the intensity (i}f 

the revelati©n, the warmth we feel. 

Sjpender beiins at a s1m:llar wla.oe as 'I1abaohnilr in his 

view 0f the werd: It has }.F>Un1 t1 ve im]!>lic:uati@ns. Where.a.~~ 



--··~-

Ta.baehnik leaves the problem Gf commitment owen end.ed (who 

is the "wheever?"), s1.end~r, em))llh.a.sizes an intr1ns1e e0ns0i(l'JUS 

freed.®IU ....... "what if ::t tl)r®w.1t.baok free?" W©n't I remain 

:f'ree? -- were it net :f'@r ·bhe iµiwaot ef the th®ua;hts thsit 

lash thr©Ug{;h0U t US• S}~end.er me>ves bey@nd 'l1abaoh:n::l.k by 

askil::t€'.; summarily,· ~moe I haV(!b ·the w<:>rd., just what eu&i;ht t0 

be dQne with 1 t? W1 th th::l.s questi@n the §b.L~ ]'resents 

some meanin~:f'ul alt;e:rnati ves • 



IN THE BEGINNING 
WAS THE WORD 

In the beginning was the word 
And then the word spread thin. 
God was present in every place 
But we did not come in. 

God was there, the word was there; 
Stranded, where were we? 
Left with a blurred shadow, 
Ayellowed family tree. 

The W(,)rd as a vehicle of' oc1ramun:l.oat3.on has been a :f'~~u:n-

di.i:1tion withj.n J'ud.aism inv®lv:1.ng; the J?a.triarc~hs, Moses, and 

the prophets. Throu&t;hEin:rc eu:r his·c©ry, "the word, 11 f.©cused 

upiwn our :r.H~rception !'l.nd inte~~rati©n of the €1Vents of this 

w@rlc'l. 'Ih<-) cliffi(ml ties inhere:n:t in our :peroeptien !'.ind 

1n.te~~:rat1on aco@unt f0r the sw:r.ee,d111' ef the w@rd... 1:rabaeh-

n.:lk seems t0 be indioa:t~mg; that G@cl and ·the WGrd. have been 

p:r.·esemt, but we have not been incl:l.ned er have been dis

inolineci t© see and t© hear.. Our }p&,\r·ciciwation in tht.~ 

l:l>rooess of oonm1unioation 1s an :i.nteg:r..•al. l1nlt in our W®l"·· 

sh1,ppinlii,f;.. The d.ramatio h11M;h p®int 0f' t:hm:b oommunic,at:ten 

is crur utterin~ the first ]Hara~;rs.1'.""h ©f the Shem.a. We are ~~ I."' -~.oil'!ill-~ 

r10t recd tin1.~ a f'ermula; rather we are part:t<~i:iratj.:n.~1; in ·the 

o©mmu:nioa.tion a.na. mt'firming 1 ts centra.11 ty to our lives. 
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I Struck a Diminished Seventh 

I struck a diminished seventh 

and sat down 
to wait 

for the universal word 

Come word 
I said 
azalea word 
gel precipitate 

, while I 
the primitive spindle 

binding the poles of earth and air 

.give you 
with river ease 
a superior appreciation 
equaling winged belief 

It had almost come 

I perishing for deity stood up 

drying my feet 
when the mino'r challenge was ignored.· 

·~ ·. 

and death came over sieving me ' ·. 
' '/> . 

( Am1mons, §~l~.~J;.il! Ei~ .. ~' p .18) 

~r<@~ often we d© mi t down and. wait for the W@rd to oG>me 

tG us n@t realizing that we are the Gnea who need t© i;6l and 

preGj.pi tate. Jewish w@rl!ilhi]l> is n(!)t intl;ended as a }.i>assi·ve 

entity. We 

beoome ecmoerned with God :in s0 far as we search fer an" 

swers t@ the ul t:lmei.te quest1snm f0r which we have n@ easy 

answers -- indeed rarely any ~.nswers at all. 
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MINOTAUR AS .MUSE 

Saw his face through tht.~ gra..s.s, 
bell on his neck like a cow. 
I said no but he said yes. 

·'· Sorry l saidi I have to go .. 
He said hy 011 yourself a rnsk. 

Took my steps two at a time. 
Got inside and locked tht~ rloor. 

· Snt at my desk and tamed 
a poem I had read be~oxe. . 
Then heard the bell rmg out my name. 

Now whenever wind bi.o\vs, 
it's only wind rattling my door. 
But when the stillness gnnvs, 
I hear "l am the law" 
in bells ... Heed him poems. 

(Weiss, ~~..! !f Q!}'..f\!..!n~' J.D.16) 

1I'he key phrase in the Jiil©em f ©r me is n .... Lay 0n y@ur ... 

s®lf a task" (line 5). Man a1prehend.s G@d 'lf'hrouih the sense 

d.ata 0f his w@rld.. H:e ex.traw@lates G@d. frem the data, but 

th@ugh he neYer arrives at or reaohes Gi»dt h$ bee0mera ex-

oi ted in the pr©eesit <Pf trying t@ res.eh !Um., 

~l1he brt;tzenness ®f 4DUr relati@nshi19 with G©d is tw® ... 

direet1enal. Not only have we the !hB.~,Z!~h. t® ask thini'.[;s 

©f H1m, but He asks them ®f us -- sueh as W611rshipJd.ni !Um 

exolus1vcJ.;r, being ethj.ee,l in ~ur dealings with 0thers, in 

bein~a; different fr®m ®ther pe@}l>les, in layinl,1!; u.pen t!llur ... 

selv·es a task. 

,, ' 
' ' 
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Bridges 

Between the substan:ce 
And the form there lies 
More than the fragile 
Pupils of the eyes, 
More than the . wistful 
Image of the mind, 
More than the quanta 
Of the referential si.gn. 

Between the image 
And the :mold is found 
All cif the rooted 

. Pregnancy of grotmd, 
All of the winged 
Agonies that fly 
A fertile pain 
From cloud forms 
In the sky. 

Yet between 
The real and the sham 
Is but the single 
Verity I am, 
And the intuition 
That there span 
Bridges between 
The distances in man. 

( N1n t z , l'.h! R~I!~!!i. Qtt.t?n., p • 12 ) • 

Ruth 1111ner Mintz d.esor:ibes mmn as a series ef ~0lar1t1es 

sttbsta.noe and f®r.m, im&ffl?e and m®ld, real iancl :Lllu.s@ry.. Our 

. ~,Itl, whe·ther they be 0f' trad.1 t3..11:mral @r lH1>mes;1u:n. vax•ieties, 

arE!I intended tl.ts :r.esQl.U ti©ns ®f these p®l&ri ties. 'Xhese 

"git1del:l.nes f.o:t• a.oti©n 11 br~.nli us t@t;i;ether antl o.efine us. 



-10)-

1hey are as frag;ile as @Ur @:r.gans 0f' disQernment, equally 

su.bject to 1llusi©n and peroe}l1tual blir1ds111€>ts. ~hat d.@es 

and artiamlP.'1.ting them is n@t 11 vin.!ir; with them. 1I'he image 

@t' fQUJ:' existenoe mis;ht be :f'S1.r from the mold ®:t' ©ur be

hav·j.Eii>r. 



-104-

'i 

jl 

II •'I ,•'ii 
I : , 
1: .: I 

, I 
' I 

ii 
• 11 
I,:) 
'ii 

1
11' 

1
1 

I ' I 
1 I 

'';,1"·/ '! 
·:11 .. 



HEAVEN 
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Love is hidden in heaven 
because that's all there is' ... 
It's lll{e a page of asterisks 
instead of prim-you guess 
a meaning. and_ then go on 
with the story proper. 
But it is a teaser-l mean, 
what all those people do . 
behind the stars. It's sori1ethmg 
more wild than anything 
we can think about without 
.going up in s1t1oke and fire-
. alt the nakedness and heat 
of shining, clasping beings 
too much for l.1s. \i\T e weep 
with deepest joy just when 
a beauty drops her cl~nhes 
and stands there for a rnoment-'
don't touch the contours! 
or they will disappear .. : 
All the same, I deeply wish 
our writers tised less analysis 
aild went backto some asterisks. 

(W1t1:1.ss, 9h,~.I~,,~. !! ~' p.20). 

'l'his 1s a j®Y@us treatment ®f l1'i1Jve. It elashes viii@r

®Usly w1 th the Y£!.!!:h!.Y!i.!. ... _ whieh is why I ch©se it and. is, 

in part, why I think it is su1:t;able here. Be1ni Q@mmand.ed. 

te l@ve G@d are we m)lt 019mro.anded te l@ve ©Ur bel~nreds? 

Sayinti that lCJnre is "hidden in hea.ven 11 indieates -- ncpt 

with@ut a:mbi&:u:i.ty .... - that it is a prime aml myster10us 

vs1.lue wh:1.0h is ei·thel" out ®f reaoh o~r with wh:teh we are 

G>Ut 0f toueh. Out io:f' reach, p;i@ssibly at ·the ]ll)resent ...... 
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but; m.ii,;ht that n@t en60ura.ar;e us t@ iaze ·u1wa.rd. and stret$h 

®U tward. f0r it;?. 
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Rea Sea 

How long this ~ay: that everywhere 
We tnake our march the water stand{''' 
Apart and all our wine is air 
And all out ease the emptied .sands?. 

[F;t·t~ger.a.ld._ (ed~ )). >'lh• ,.C$lleeted P<iiH!tms @f 
James Ae .. !, '11il.e8' .------- -· ~,....;-~~ w Jr"-''· 

~l'he th:lrd wara1111rawh 0f the ,?b.!YJ.!. ends with the statemen·li: 

0 I am the L~rd y0ur G@d wh~ br~u111;ht y®u amt fr@m the land (l)f 

E~J;Y!)t te be t© y©u as God. 11 Within the tradi t10nal prayer

b0©k, this is eX]!>and.ed u1~n as the great a.et ©f salvati0n: 

11 1~'1:'0m Bl&,Yl'l'lt y@u redeemed us, O Ad.<imai, r@UI' G19d, and fr11lm 

the h0usH~ Qf slavery y.;,m delivered us.. All 0f their fir11rc ... 

bo:rn you killed whereas r;eur first~b@rn yeu saved. And yQu 

split the Red Sea and dr@wned the p:t•0ud c&nes whil.e y0u oaused 

The same @hild.ren ©f Israel whei rhet@rieally asked who was 

te> be 00mwared t® G@d (E:x:~dus 15:1) soon be~an thinkinili :lt 

wiser t© return t@ ii$Y:l1ll'C than t@ cru:mtinue ©n t@wards the 

Prom:l.$ed Land... · T$ partieipua.te in ·the redent}l)ti ve aet, w~ 

have t@ la1®w its ®]~pQtd.te, we h&ve t0 kn@w the subtle pG'lint 

at which salvati©n beG0mtHa d.esperation and redemptien, h©]>e

lessness. Man's s1tuat10n 0entinues t@ ehanie ....... nGt exolu

d.in~:. yeste:i::•day• s viot@r1es and t@day• si defea:t;s. 

A~ee ....... with stx•1k:tna; brevity ...... lets tui kn©W the le:n1th 

0f' the way and. the bleakness '1)f the env·ir~nm.en t en r0u te t0 

salva.t:l@n. 

:: T"'' 

':f I 
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'THE PRESENT 

I 
I 
I 

I 

The st~rs at noon, 

While the light worships its blihd god. 

(Merwin, ~.! J~,!Vjr.~:i:Jl ,'I'a.:r&~.t.t J>.;i .51). 

'1h1s ep.iai;rammati0 w@rk e:x:pres1iJE!ls as muoh between the 

lines· as in what is e::qDli01. t. I am left, UJHliln read.ing 1t, 

w1 th a 'baa; with a. h®le 1n 1 ·1;: Th.e WQ}rds are intriguing 

individually, but what d©es the wh0le add up t$? 

I sense the en:tgma w:f' a seareh fGr G)rder -- the inter

de1endenoy @f the birds and herses -- and identity uwhat 

we are 10®kiYlii f'©r/In each 0·1iher/Is ea.eh $ther ••• " The 
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seareh f©r •rd.er and id.ent:i;t(r ts1.i::tr~ul\d 1n e:xa.m1n1n; the 1uarirt 

thr0u~h a i-er1sha.ble leat. '.t1he Jew examines his l!>li!l.St his ... 

t~ry whioh may effer a iU1deline t~r the ~resent. Net @nly 

is eur h1st0ry a n@rm but a destiny as well. 

I. 
'; 11 ~i' l .. i :~;:: -~~--

;!11 ! 

'·, 'i ' '! 
I • 
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Burnt Nerton, II, (excer~t). 

At the still point of the turning world. Neither flesh nor fleshless; 
Neither from nor towards; at t:hc still point, there the dance is, 
But neither arrest nor 1110verrtent. And do not call it fixity, 
\Vhere past and future are gathered. Neither movement from nor, 

towards, 

Neither ascent nor decline. Except for the point, the still point, 
There would he no dance, and tlit~re is only the dance. 
I can only say, there we have been: but I cannot say where. 
And I cannot say, how long, for that is to place it in time. 

(!li@t, 1.11:! £.?.l!!!J.~t~. ~!.!!B§.. !!!!! E1!l£; p.119) .. 

N@t '1mly is our ao.tu::tni111 f®rth fr©m lt~it;YJ~t an h:tst®rioal 

ex)er1enoe. We Jews s·tr1ve o@ntinually @r at least 

our tradition calls U]ll©n us to de srw -- t@I 00me f<>n:·th out 

G>f bondage, afflio·tien, darkness. Our search is r©oted 

as much :tn eurselves as fQr eur ferewea.rs it was in them ... 

mel ves.. Part of @ur re,d,emwti©n lies in the searoh 1 tself. 

tlearohin£( for ©Ur @wn authenticr: fc~:rm Qf Jewish beo0mini, 

we antieipate the m©ment when ®Ur behavi®r, 01ur th0ughts, 

eur feelin~s beoome rhythmically !l.ttuned. and we f'ind ©Ur-· 

selves dancing. 

·: 

j! 'I 

i 
1 r, ··1 
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!l!!l .... Y1,,~.~.tl£NAJj/ ~Y.iXP~~S?..+..Y 
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WHEN MY EYE LOSES ITS. HUE 

When my eye loses its hue, 
it is good that the sky stays blue, 
and the forest is ruled 
by green summer and by dew, 
and too, 
arid too, 
probably by God, 
for without God such good cannot be. 

I now remember all: 
a horse that stumbled on the road, 
the pauper-days, 
my brother, the rejected slave, 
his head that greys. 

:Here is a reluotant affirmati0n of God's omnipotenoe 

and s~vereign ty. In etn aite of d©Ubt, it mirr@rs the views 

which mu:.st be held by mamy wh© reoi te the £H1eg~!&• Creation 

itself seems to su11fJ©:t'.'t God's existence. It 1s not always 

possibli~l to feel affirmative ab<Eiut C)ne•s values. After all, 

man~y of us preaoh -- and believe ...... a relativity of values. 

It follows lo!Jl;i(}ally that G®d~ tlfi>0, 1ieoemes a relative value,. 

It is inoum'bent U]l!Gn the poet and the }fe:r.son in:volved 
' 

in wrayer t@ a:t;temwt to explain tG:> himself. what ~·- and 

h6>W much ~ .... tha,t relative Vt-llue @f God is.. One•s value 

will be hit:;hly influeneed. by JHast experie:nce. And more 

irn.p@rta.n·~ than the past exwer1en.oe !~ .!L~. is our recollec

tion of i'ti. 

' II! 
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A WAKENING 

Stark as a dream, not softened by 
a conscious hope, yet a reply 
to a pervasive longing-I 
was, till now unaware. 

A flash, a vision, an encounter
dams are broken that my cowardice 
had built, a rush of power, 
no escape. 

A word, a woman, or a page-
! each time the dread as torrents rage 

toward a ravine, light floods the stage, : 
1 I plunge awake. 

(lCe:µfmann, ~!n. ~ Qill...!£ f. .. <e.!!J~b P• 39) • 

The reli&;:t®u.s .tn©ment, the revelat0ry mement, the 1rayer ... 

ful m@ment is repeatedly thr@Ui;r;'h®ut literature likened ·t;o an 

0 a.wakeninfi&• 0 W1 thin Jewish w<n:•;hi]P, the ciu1melud.ing materiml 

0f the Shema ackn0wled.a;es the hei~~h tened intensity @:f' the - .. -
m&ment in whi~h ®Ur n@tl.@n @f G©d .ts affirmed. It elevates 

the . transient tG s@meth1n4:~ tim•less. 
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'l'Hm SONG O!i' '.rPI:rt l'iELLEN:tST (e!X:&eritt) 

O ai ties ll!l:f' the :oeoa}ll@lis aer0ss the Jerdan, 
YGU are te® 1reat; eur y~un1 men l•ve yeu, 
and men in h1&;h plaa.es have 0aused gymnasiums 
tit be built in Jerusalem. 

I tell yG"rn, my pe@pile, the statues are tel&® tall. 
Beside them we are small and u~ly, 
blemishes ®n the 1edestal. 

My name is '.i'heod.<Dtus, d0 n®t call me J@na than. 
JViy name is D@sitheus, do n~t eall me Nathaniel. 

Call us .Alexander, Demetr1ust Nioan0r ••• 

mfowe y0u seen my landsmen 1n the museums, 
th~ brilliant soh0lars with the dirty fin,ernails, 
standing be:f@re the marble &1;0ds, 

underneath the l0t? 0 

Am®ng straight n4llses, natural and ~arved, 
I have said my i)l~ver thin1s th@uiht @ut bef0re; 
jested Gn the l?r@teoeJ.s, the oause ®f' war, 

qu0ted "Bleisttin with a C1gar.n 

O ei ties ®f 'the Det.\!.taP>©11s, . 
eall um Alexander, Demetrius, Niean©r ••• 

( C@h(tn, .::J~!.~!.~.~~ Je!..~!' ~;,r~:5-6). 

Rememb~r1n& the Fathers -- @ur fathers -- we see h©w 

f:ar we have jeurn:eyecl and h®W enmeshed we have beo@me in 

the f@reii,;n eult.urtp$ thr0ugh. whioh. w~. wander. 1rhe F1a.thers 

are wanderers who ri~ither ©hanied. their names n©r l@st 

their direetien. Identity is direeti®n. It is b@th in~ 

herent in and.; .. beneath a name, a set ©f relati@nsh1ps, a 

h@1ul!1. Jewish id.entity is a pers}l>eet1·1re, a shared view @f a 

peri,heral @utmider bee@min~ lb!. insider. It 1m f@rmed by 

beoomin&; E.me w1 th a pE'Hl>]!}le and 1 ts searah .. 

i . 
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The 151 st Psalm 

Are You looking for us? We are here. · 
Have Y6u been gathering flowers, Elohim?. 
We are Your flowers, we have always been. 
When will You leave us alone? 
We are in America. 
We have. been here three hundred years. · 
And wimt new altar will You deck us with? 

Whom are Yoti following, Pillar of Fire?· 
What bari1 do You seek shelter in? 
At whose gate do You whimper 
In this great Palestine? 
·Whose wages do You take in this New World? 
But Israel shall take what it shall take, 
Making us ready for You.r hungry Hand! 

Immigra1~t God, You follow me; · 
You go with me, You are a distant tree; 
You are the beast that lows in my heart's gates; 
You are the dog that follo,vs at my heel; 
·You are the table on which I lean; 
You are the plate from which I eat. 

Shepherd of the fiocks of praise, 
Youth of all youth, ancient of days, 
Follow us. 

(Shapir@~ F..'em! !f. ! i.!.!,, w.6). 

I .. 

The 0har,e seems lilce bravad@ -- althi»u1h m0st likely 

it ,1s true: G©d is l.e@king f®r us, Mis pe®1le. But si-

multaneously, we are l®®king f0r rum.. G(:!)d seeks :EUs peHlll}i}le 

te ~u1de IUm and. ins}i>i:.t•e Erim; we seek Iiim f0r s:tmilar pur-

• 1' I' 
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!!l€HSes. Like the A!!l. ©f ©ld, we Amerieans remain wanderers 

still. We maintsi:l.n a sense $f eximtin,; @n the )i>eri]i!>hery, 

®n the ed.rf;e ©f the New Werld. D@ we n®t pr0jeet G@d • s de

pendeneH'!I, UJ>©n us in mul ti:ple f@rms (beas:ts t d<Dfi;S, tables, 

11.a:ces?) t® assert 0u.r ©Wn i.ndependenee (~hl!:·:":i.th@ugh 1 t re

mains an illblsi~:ti)? 

1
I1he St!H~©nd. stanza: presents a series ©f insightful eCll>n• 

tra:sts. When askini, ".A.t whese gate d.0 'Y®u whimper/~ In 

this 1reat Palestine'?" Shap:l.r~ o©uld. be referring te the 

Amerioan Q§.1.*~· as "this a;reat Palestine. tt Or he may be 

e@ntrastina; e®ntem]l)0rary Israel t®:piast Israels. SinGe 

within the first stanza., Sha~tre ,f@euses u1a1m Amer1ear1 

Jews, the ei»ntrast 1r@bably remains (l)emstant thr@u'h®ut 

, the l!Hi\lem. Regard.lEH~St ·the allusi®ns tG~ Palestine and 

. Israel Q.11 .make th ED c1t<&n tra.st amb1iu@us aind mul t1d1men-

s1®naJ.. 

', I 

:I,; 'I 

1: ''! 
, I ' 

I 'I•:' 
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Our Fmther 

1l1he crera ti ve one, n1an or God, 
Lo0ks down on hilitl new child- ... 
His strength and testam®nt. 

F'o:r·&~ets the rest: ·the tend(~rness, 
the burden 11:m the hand$. 

Ha their qudt oks i l ver ,joy 
Of arrow or of dart, 
Creati@n's eostasy ••• 

We ss,y Qf God, the one, the ever y<~un~;, 
"'He is our 111ath©r. 11 

(Bl&nk, 1'.h! ~~. Qh.9J:.£:.!1 p. l+O)" 

I sometimes wmnder what it weuld be like tm leak upon 

ml]:l.nkind - ... an('.i @S]pechilly Israel -- frGm the divlne per ... 

sp6oti ve. We sS1ty 11 Ftttlb.eri fl pro jeotin~ warmth, protoctiG:m, 

&"1.nd admira.tion. But; is He simply that en.e~·dim@ns1onal? 

And. d@es a 11~a tern~.J. wersrHrn t:t:ve necessmrily "lc;H:>k down? 11 

.As often, ae lo@ks flui;> 11 
-- as in the o!ise ©f a oh:'l.ld, we 

f©ousi our attention en the a.mazi.n,w; ~ind. blessed d.e:nrelop-. 

ment fiind cre1J1tion Qf whiGh we ar® a pll!i.rt;. If we are to 

~x.plore '°ind cres,te a God ta fashi.©n Ck'ltlrselves Upi<'ll:n, we 

mu~~t not simply inherit the one belon1~~ing t;0 Abrf.i1.ham., to 

too, have to be"r@made." 

I l .:I, 

I ,' 
1
1i1 !~: :.~~iJ.ili1liV_. --
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9 

The death I have entered is a death 
In which I cannot lie down. 

' 
I have forgotten, literally, God, and through 
The 'enormous hollow of my head, History 
Whistles like a wind. 

How beautiful are the young, walking! 

If I could weep. 

.. 
'! 

. J 

(Warren, Sele~ted P@ems, ,.80). 
~~~1'1ftf~ 

We cann0t "lie d@wn" @r let g© be0ause 0ur cleath is 

l\)0rvasive and imwliei'I;; in ©Ur lives. Up ai:ain:st suQh a 

~reblem, what ean we e:X)'H~et @f Ged? What GM we exp>eet 

@t' 0u:rselves'l !i!ii>W ean we aeeewt - ... i.e., resii:n 0urselvEUJ ...... 

t~ hist@ry, a w@rd syn©nym$US with de$ay? 



This ls my 

Give me the 
Give me the 

G:l.ve me the 

Al:'l.d.1 i'il:Ve ,,Jne 

.... 122 ... 

F10H. S1'HENGTH 

prl!tyer to 

stren~~th 
st;rength 

strenill:th 

strentith 

thee, my 10rd -- sti'ik:e a.t the root 
of wenury in rny heart, 

li&;,;htly· to bear rn.y j<WyS and s@rr0ws. 
never t• disuwn the peer er bend my 

knees before inselent might. 
to rlll.ise my mind h11h ab@ve dlil.ily ;, 

·trifles. 
t6) sur:1N!ind¢':r.:,~.tbw.<:: strehi:th ,te th;y will 

· with lave. 
1('Jla{{~0re, in TraiwIJJ (ed.), Mrz>de:r.n :Reli[Jl;'.i®us P!f'lerns. J?-52) 

~~~~""""' ..... -~-
Within this tryins; W®rld -- we seek: r@newed st:r.en8'th 

t<a o@ntinue l:i. ving, te faQe GUrsel ves, crnr fell0wmen, 

mur God. It is what God, the man able te pray believes, 

c.an Giffer as li1s best ii.ft ...... the strength t0 endur®, to 

&;o on t® whatever end awaits us. 

I''.' 

11':1 
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1 1 

so many selves (so many fiends and gods 
each greedier than every)is a man 
(so easily one in another hides; 
yet man can,being all,escape from none) 

so huge a tumult is the simplest wish: 
so pitiless a massacre the hope 
most innocent(so deep's the mind of flesh 
and so awake what waking calls asleep) , 

so never is most lonely man alone 
(his briefest breathing lives some planet's year, 
his longest life's a heartbeat of some sun; · 
his least unmotion roams the youngest star) 

~how should a fool that calls him "I" presum~ 1 

to comprehend not numerable whom? 1 

( CunwJ.1na;s, Ie!i>.SUnfi{: ~.:12il:b w. i.,_35). 

AsG@d is h©ly, ss man is h$ly. As G®d is mysteri®us, 

s0 man :ts mysteri®us. Flis ~~retatness oann©t be seen apart 

from <ll>U:rs. .And eur WE:~taknesaes oa.nn0t be seen &..Jilart f'rom 

'Ihls poem is an asser·tic;in that the s:rna.llest thin§.l;s are 

the l~,r,EH11·1;. Abcrrve ~tll, we remlll.in mysteri0us ·to ©u.rselves 

and. incal/)a'bJ.e of understanding; the e:x:1stenoe within us and 

ar0und us. our t:rttth e0mbines sub;Jectiv·e exwerienoes. Our 

finite ne,ture is 0ur l1mi·tai;i~n and our &;res.test ·vir·tue .. 

By relating this 10em tG> the K~ll!h benediotion, I 

seek t0 place God within ©Ur e:x:perienoe. What we Gan•t 

eX)f erienoe -- we oa.n • t be shG>eked. by. 1I1he h0liness @f the 

@ther is a ~r©jeot1Gn ~f the h0liness within us. These are 

rn;;it; se19arate ....... they are the sa:ine and sh@uld. be seen as such. 
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oon ... 1110RGOT'11EN ( ex0er1t) 

I tG>wcu·ed f'a.r, and l® t I Bt0©d w:l thin 
1l1he·:m>res:enae @f the L@rd. M@st M:t~h, 
Sent thither by the sens of earth• to win 
S@me answer t@ their ary. 

--"'lhe Earth, say•st th@u? 'l.'he !'l:Um@-n raee? 
By Me Grea te(l? Sad. its l® t? 
Nayi I h:ave n© remembranee ®f suoh plaoe: 
Su oh w®rld I fa.shi<.med n0t" --

--
11 0 Lard, f®r[i;ive me when I say 

l11-u1>u spak•st the w@:rd, and lnb"td'st 1t all." --
1111'.he .Earth ef men - .... let me 'bethink me • • .. 
Yeah I I dimly d.o reeall 

"SCl>me tiny sphe1"e I framed l©n€, baok 
(Mid milliens •f suah shapes ®f mine) 
S0 named • • • It perished, surely -· 

n0.t a wraek 
llemainin&;, ~r a s i.~n? 

"It 10st my intere~t f'rem the first, 
IVJ:y a.ims the:i:•ef'@r sUGGeed.1ng ill; 
]lapJ.y it died 0f deini as it durst?" -
'°L«ird, it existeth still." 

(Hardy, E.0.~~! !.!. !h!. £.>~ !m! !~~,!~qt_, WP. 99-100 .) • 

ls: Ged. Sl'il> h0ly, s® transcendent, s®l wh~Dlly <i~ther that. 

His ~onGer.ns de mllt, oeu:m©t :relate to @urs? .Are we merely 

@ne 0 @f m1ll1@ns 0:f' sueh sha]ll(un 11 and orea t :t0ns ef His? Or 

rather, is God simply reluetant t& admit that, with all His 

:pewe.rs, He im unabl,e te 1nf'luenee us ©r Mis areat1en ia.s a 

wh®le? or, 1s Ged really :placing the r0s11ui11:nsi.bility U]Him 

us 'r Shr:1.ll we ss.notify IUs w0rld. as h~illy ©nly se l@nfi as 

we are Ga1'able of experienoing it as h@ly'r Ev·en lim:\.tat:i.©n 

0t God. d@es net eliminate Mis awesemeneituii., In fae3t, l.1m· ... 

i tin~ G@d ma.kes !Um .mGre myster10us. It a.lso makes us m'1re 
~I_...,..,...,' 
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mysterious. A limited. G(l:)d 0©uld make sueh a w01•ld? A 11.m .... 

ited G©d. w@uld make suGh limited men? Mystery @f my&iteriest 
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Kedushah 

L The Hidden God 

''Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of Hosts" 

Thou who makest retreat upon retreat 
Till the round heavens reverberate 
And the throbbing drum of spac;e 

Echoes the beat 
And tln'uider of thy creative gr-ace, 
Thou receding God, halt upon thy way! 
Breaks on thy world resplendent 
Another blaz,ing sun; the newest day 
Upon thy going is attendant; 
The trembling stars implore thee stay. 

Inexorable God, 
Thou who art Place, 
Thou unutterably far--
Fat till the mind cracks 
Climbing a J a.cob's ladder 
Across the constellations whei"e thy tracks . 
Are lost, where thou beyond the frayed comet's· trace 

And thy most distant star. 
Makest a fool of.space...,_ 
Halt thy creative Bight. 

Remote because so sore to find 
Downtortuous chatmels of the mind, 
Somewhere he is where gropings fail; 
Somewhere between the harmonies 
Of colour and of form he reigns alone; 

Some\vhere he is within the human scale 
Poised between tone arid. tone. 

He is not these; 
Holy is He. 

,, " 

:I' I I 
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Our King 
Where shall we find a king 
To pattern God upon? 

A man so perfectly anointed, crowned, 
And to the stars infallible? 

The purple fades, 

There is a hooting to the skies, 
An atom bursts with laughte.r~ 
Convex into a poisoned heaven 
(Beauty but in reverse) 
Life staggers to its end, 
And kingdom come 
Is kingdom gone. 
Falters the ancient prayer. // 

, ,/ 
Now has the glory flown within, ! 
The hidden place under the shards of minJ 
Become a hallowed spot. .. 
In tliis quick core-
Fled all pretence-
Is room for understandina· 

bl. 

Man has met his dignity 
And is a king. 

In this still covert 
Also God is majesty, , 
And rules in man consenting; i/ 

The ~odhead overreaching man's integrity;' 
Of htm we say: I 
"H . K' " e is our mg. , 

i 
(Blank~ .1'11! f!!.!.1£?.n .Qh!ill ~ :ir • L~ l ) • 

In 0ur strivin&;s, we w©uld vainly reaoh 0ut e..nd seek t0 

s~eak with G®d, M0wever, ].i}art e:f' IUs h®J.iness lies in his 

ina©GHiH~si blli ty. In f.ao:t, the Me brew term f'®r h~1>11ness has 

the root meaning ®f 0 set @,part. 11 '.l'® insist that G11>d be 

te>ta,ll;.,r within ©Ul" e:x:merienoe is to demand a desa.nGt1fted 'J:::' ,Ill~~ 

I J ill 
11 

:11 
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li 
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kin,; to pattern God U]u>n. Unw1l:t1ni1{; t@ acoept such lim1 ... 

·cati~n, we 11kiek !Um u1stai:rs." We say 11hely~ 11 but what 

d.®es that xnean.? Dhr~ant, fee.rf'ul, J1H:S>werfu1, awesi:om.e? !'® 

)lmGe God t@E) far ®Ut ef human ei1e:i:ience 1s t0 deny IUs 

1mpaet U)®n us and o®nee:tm f®r us .. · When the p®etess writes, 

uReeed1ni;; G®d., ti "unu:1.tterably far, n °rem0te," mhe d.0es n0t 

mean t• deny His ,p;resenee al'.ld iID]IHlte.t s® mu.eh 6l-S eu:r human 

ability tQl. cles©r1be lUm, kne>w .Elim, arid. be like lUm. 

'· I ' 
I' 

. '· 

I'', ,1 i, L. . .. 

:11 .. 

,,,,,I 
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Mymn 

I kn®w it I f 1nd y0u I will have t@ leave the earth 
and gilli> ~n ©Ut 

®Ver the sea marshes and. the brant in bays 
and. ever the hills 0f tall hiok0ry 
and 0ver the erater lakes and eanyens 
and <i>n up thr®u&.r;h the s,heres ef diminishing a,ir 
pa.st the Thhaekset n$otiluoent el0uds 

where ame wants t@ s·t0p and le>0k 
wai,y ).!last all the 11~ht dif'fusi@ns and b®mbardments 
u1 farther than the l0sw of siiht 

int~ the ur1seas©nal unditferentiatf.ld em~ty $'1;;&.rk 

And I kne>w if :r find. you I will hm.ve t© stay with the earth 
1nsrpeoting with thin t0®ls and ~r@und eyes 
trus·tini the .nij,er@v11li s1@rang1& and simplest 

. e@elenterates 
lilind. ]U"ayinf,'. fftr a nerve eell 
with all the saul ef my ehemiaal reaetiens 
mnd. &;®1ni; rig;ht 0n d@wn where the eye sees @nly tra~es 

Y.'®u 'are everywhere partial an.d en.tire 
.Y:"@u are ®n the inside 0f ev·erything and. lll>n. the llllU tside 

I walk. d.©wn the }i).m,::bh d<'Jwn ·the hill where the sweet,um 
has begun te ®aze sJr1n1 sap at the aut 
and I see h0w the bark oraeokm and winds like n@ C!llther bark 
@hasmal t® my a,nt ... seul run:nin~ uw and d:ewn 
and j,f I find y0u I must g(.,1 ~ut dee, 1:nt1it1 y@ur 

far reseiluti®ns 
and if I find ;10u I must stay here with the separa·te leaves 

(.Amm@ms, §.!~~9l~g._ ~t lP. Jl) 

An a.SJH!Hit 0f the aweHi®lntiness jl!tnd mystery @1' G0d lies 

in Mis being m0mewhere and everywhere s:im.ul tane0umly. I'i®w

ever., 1 t is n©t always easy t® be f0und by Eiim. Be1niJ }P11tr

tial and entire, He remiains unkn©wn. We rema:tn unable te 

br1n&; th<lll variety 0f our eX}lilerienoe t@gethe1• 1nt<11> fo0us. 

Yienee, Wdl reel <iH1Hn:t@ell.ed t(I) turn 0u t tG ex~mine the earth 

t• find Him :refle0ted. in the Wt>;rld 0f nature. 

I:' 
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01U~eref@r<!l eh©(l)Se life. 0 

The ®ld 'man said. 

Bu. t he wm.si eld. 
S0.me sneered. 
1!1hey said it was a t:ri0k 
That made hard l?har@ah see 
A. serpent in the stiek 
.Bet©re the sla,ves 
Wen·t free 
And the first b©rn s0ns 
Gr-ew deathly siek. 
01!1heref©re Gh@@Se life 11 

Th$ @ld man said, 
11.nd went the way he omme .. 

All the olever stripling; 
Sh®@k their heads. 
Forgetting, 
Onoe he had been 
Y$ung en@u.gh 
T.$ see the bush aflame. 

(Mintz, The J.2!l:~~;tl.:1P..I. Q.rs:.en,, :@. 84). 

As men t i@ned a b~ve, X..~.@11¥~~h M!.!~h is ]ll&rt ®f the 1n ter

media te benedioti©n unique t0 Sha.bat mornin&1;. M1.1nses, the . 

ins191red :m@d.$1 ©f }J'&r0ph0Qy a.nd lead.ershi:i;, j,s re1resented 

as having rej~1G$d at Sinai UJ®n teeeivini the T®rah and 

1'l'$Sent1ng it t® his :pe®'!Ple. :!EJ>w wa.s he tel!> e@mmunioate the 

ex1@rienee he had: @©nfr®ntati®ns with Pharaoh prier t© the 

de)l>arture frr.>m lgy])t and the reGei v-in; Ci>:f' ·the Law 0n lVl@unt 

Sinai 'i 

Our situa.ti0n 1s n®t s1&11 rem®ta fr0m that 0f' M@ses. We 

all have the res).l)©:nsi bili ty ~i VeJn M~uses -- t0 teaQh ®ne 

anether the sanetity of life thr©ugh ®Ur &Gts. 

' ' :'.I 'J. 
11!,I 
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Little Prayers 

1. God, do you make me happier, 
for by my cloiug: I am here 

and the outlook is even worse 
as I grow old. I have been cautious 

not p~udent, a.nclunusrnilly thoug:htful 
not wise. But mdefatigable 

has been my love whether I could 
or not, which.Jou count hig·hly, God. 

(G€>1J;)dma.n1 J[&Nk!!~~- J>~l?O) 

11!i)igrammatio:, this' 0 J.1 ttle prayer" is unmistak1tb1l;y· n@t 

little. :rt shares 1m.111e.1 tly w:i th ·bh. e 11eda •ah a view of --
G®d as essential te lite -- 11 the RoGk @:f" ®u.r lives and the 

shield ©f ®Ur salv&i.ti©n.,&• While mmn (her~, Gei®d.mem.) is 

tr@UbJ.ed. by his €>Wl:1 r~l:le;ht, h$ ~r~jeots his G0r:td1 ti(fjm ®f 

ha)lDin~ss ~s influenGed by G®d• This fu4,ght ,.be· snten in the . 
l~.!.~!!!\.l;! as "w0ndr<i>us deeds. 11 M~n, ruminat1ns: ever his 

~wn life atnd the speed. with which it flees, taees his ut ... 

t$r insiini:tica.nee wh~n <lH1>ntrastecl tG G@d • s. 

"11 

111 
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Hymn 

As 'complicated as a nightingale, 
as tinny as, 
kind-hearted as, 
as crease-proof, as traditional, 
as green grave sour, as streaky, 
as symmetrical, 
as hairy, 
as near the water, true to the \Vind, 

. as fireproof, frequently turned OYer, 
as childishly easy, well-thumbed as, 
as new and creaking, expensive as, 
as deeply cellared, domestic as, 
as easily lost, shiny with use, 
as thinly blown, as snow-chilled as, 
as independent, as mature, 
as heartless as, 
as mortal as, 
as simple as my soul. 

{.Grass, 1'Iamburger (tx-. )t !i!?L ~~' ~.Ji} 
Wi.th a stark e@0n0my ©f w@rdm, Grass (smd. similarly 

Mmmbu:t•t;te:r) ea:@>tures the de, th and beauty ©f the human s0ul. 
1
lhe f.ea t i.s all the .tn®re remarkable beoause they marla(i;e t® 

use eemm~m ])laoe w®rds in uno0mm©n and unex)'eeted ways. 

Grass takes the metaphysiGaJ.-1•eli,;i@us term *'s(lml. 0 and 

seul1ts 1 ts e©n&rete humanness. M•w wtii>nderful t;(l} eeimpare 

the s0ul t@ m niihtingale J I'i@w el0quentl.y that desQri'be·s 

the .seul • s oapaei ty and. 1nolinati@n ta sing mnd er1raptur$. 

H0w sturnin@tly that I'~euses U~G>n i®Ur vanity·. Be:tni tttiny 0 

and "easily lost" deseribes the s·0ul•s transparen1»ies ~.nd 

rhyt;hms. Alth®U,ib it is ours ...... we are n0t always: "in 

t@uoh n and ©ften see @ursel ves as set; a.part frem 1 t. Our 

Sll:)Ul a©nsists ®f man1f®ld parad0:x:es: It :ts si.mul tmne<:1>usly 

:1 1·' 
,, 

I 

1::' 
11'1 I I !,: 
,, ' '! 
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"well-thumbed, 11 "new and ereak1ng, *' and 0 shi:ny with use. u 

Sinee GUr external w@rld is always ehan,in~ as we are 

devel011n,, eur seul takes Gn new eharaeteristi0s. 

-------
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OUR l".RAY'EH Oll' '.!.'HANKS ( exQerJit). 

li'0r the "ladness here where the sun is shi:nin" 
at G!V$lhiinic.©n; the !WeE!id;s,. tla. t .. '.the:. r.1:v.e:r, 

Our ~rayer @f thanks. 

F
1

GJ:' the lau~hter ©f Ghild.ren who tumble bare ... 
f'®@'bed and. "bareheaded in the summer a;rass, 

Our .w:rayer ©f thank$., 

F$r the sunset and the stars, the w©men and ·the 
white arms thart; held us, 

Our prayer ®f thanks. 

God, 
:Che @c;ame 1 s all Y®U:t' way, the secrets a.nd the 

s1ina.J.s and the system; and 
so :t'0r the break 0f the ~ame and the f1rs·li 
play and the last. 

Our ];i}rayer Gf thanks .. 

( Sand'ber~, Q~mJ.i!.~ f.:0~~.~., w .1+8) .. 

'I'h1s exoe:t:•)lilt fr©m Sandberg•s 110ur Prayer ci>f Thsinks 0 is 

a J@Y(l!)US experience. It a.ddJ~ t@ ©ttr diffic,Yul ties ®f dlf ... 

ferentiati:nl]l.' }Drayers frG:>m )illoems by :£ll:rese:nt:tn~ the tensi®ns 

the H@da'ah benediotion: "Our thankin~r Y0u and eu1" :re .... ......... ~~ ~ 

1at1nf; Your ]!>raises f©r ©UJ:' lj.vee tt is n© small thlni I 

l:it©r as 00mwli0ated and fru.stratini a.s ex1stenoe is ...... we 

are overJ&y$d t0 e:x:perienee a:nd t® ereate. Sandberi•s 

examples shin.e as the mira.oles and w@nders me.nti0:ned. in 

the )!brayer. Of oe.nlrse, the RJ;ame ef life !! all G@d' s ·way: 

He invented 1t. Yet, there are m®ments when we wender if, 

in :faot, ·t;he i:ame has n0t; :r.'Un 0ut (t)f oo:ntr0:L. 



-138-~ 

§JJiL" s~1Jll:IQ.tl/ .§.~r~.&QlL.l~ v: •. 
B.tB]SSING OF1 PEJlCE 
~-~1t<r.ii~ ... 1~,,,.~~' 

h'1r i 



··139-

Debate with the ficthf?i 

You've lost your religion, the Rabbi said. 
It wasn't much to keep, said I. 

1 
You should affirm the spirit, said he, 
And the communal solidarity. 

I don't feel so solid, I said. 

· 1 We are the people of the Book, the Rabbi said. 
Not of the phone book, said I. 

Ours is a great tradition, said he, 
And a wonderful history. 

But history's over, I said. 
·I 
I 

I We Jews are creative people, the Rabbi said. 
Make something, then, said I. 

1 In science and in art, said he, 
Violinists and physicists have we. 

Fiddle and physic indeed, .J said. 

Stubborn and stiff-necked man! the Rabbi cried. 
The pain you give me, said I. 

Instead of bowing down, said he, 
You go on in your obstinacy. 

We Jews are that way, Irep1.ied. 

1

l1his &]>p.>eal;tr1~ a.nd playful peem 1ndi~ates ©Ur resouree ... 

fulness and, s:Lm.ul taneeiusl;y, @ur shcirto®minll&s as the 11generi~ 
Jew. 

0 
We are ]!lla~~ued wit;h stubb$rnness and d.eubt. But-; this 

d©es ·net deter ©Ur wan.tin.ii: to believe. N@t enly dGes this 

])©<D.m pr©v:tde an enga.tiin&t en tra,nae in te w0rmhi;w, but 1 t e>lu ... 

G1dates the end @f the Sim sha.l0nu tttet it; be y0ur will t(l) 
' ~"'"'~~ 

bless y@ur llHbOJ-»le Isratel at all ·t;imes and at ever;y- h@ur 

wi ·ch Y©Ul" ]>eaoe. n 
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Kaddish 

: Upon Israel and upon the rabbis 
and upon the disciples and upon all the disciples of their 

disciples 
and upon all who study the Torah in this place and in every 

place, 
to them and to you . 
peace; 

upon Israel and upon all ·who meet with unfriendly glances, 1 

sticks and Stones and narries-
on posters, in newspapers, or in books to lrrs_t, 

f ·halked on asphalt or in acid on glass, 
~houted from a thousand thousand windows ?Y radi?; 
who are pushed out of class-rooms an~ rushing trams, · 

·whom the hundred hands of a mob stnke, 
f and whom jailers strike with bunches of keys, with revolver 
, butts; 
' to them and to you 
in this place and in every place 
safety; 

upon Israel and upon all who live 
as the sparrows of the streets 
under the cornices of the houses of others, 
and as rabbits 
in the fields of strangers 
on the grace of the seasons . 
and what the gleaners leave in the corners; 
vou children of the wind-
birds 

1 that feed on the tree of knowledge 
' in this place and in eve1y place, 
, to them and to you , 
a living; 

upon Israel · . . •· . 
and upon their children and upon all the children of their , 

children 
in this place and in every place, 
to them and to you 
life. 

(,Reznlk@ff, & 1t.ie.-~2.!!! !!. ~h!:.'!? .. ~!.h.' Jlf>P• 52-:H. 
1
rihe ~Sik11 £1~.~n.: is trad.1 ti@nally reoi ted U)®n the 

oam,letimn •f a seat1en ef rabbinic material. 

speotive mf the syna1@1ue as a plaoe where all Jews study 

I 
I II "i', ,, , I 
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1 

,, 
"1 
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Terah in its widest sense -- as a way ®f life -- the •Jpli

GE:tti©n ef the )i\~em transaends the ~rayer• s ®riginml. :f@cus. 

ty, and life :iparallel m©t:i.fs @f the t'inal benediet11&n Ql)f the 

~!:h, called al terna;t;i vely §1!!!. !il!!l.!.m, in the m®:t-n.in~ mer

vioe and .@h!~!.I!!. I!,! in evening W®:rshi]l. ~~he Jj>r~.yer f©QUSeS 

us as ®ne ••• n The 1rayer <:H»ntmins a list of the virtues 

'! 
'1 i 

' ' i 
'I 
'j ,, 



A NJ£W SONG 

it is time 

t:tme 

to shs.,e words f.©r mnier 

ta dismember ancieint prides 

t«> set a c:r@wn u1l)on the head of haV®<) 

to brir1&.;; the self-a:ppll>inted h\'i)sts of heaven dc,>wn in sl!>linters, 

at our feet 

Por eu1 thh1 it;. is time 

and once again 

·time . 

to wed old musia t© new we:r.ds 

(for our s1n1in1 has been 

lam~nt&ti@n 

of delightm) 

{Chyet, UnJublished). 

Res@brin(~; ~u:r oonfllcts and our dreari1s requires fewer 

mi.cG@U tremen ts tham lii1. wand and a f@rmula. 'Yet, 1 t requireriJ 

with the re~li ties i;a,nd o:r.eiate a new emvir1t,mment. 1rhe Qld ,, ,,/ 
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music a.rid new w@rds are indeed a new 1~.htf>ng. And with th• 

s0n,, and J.U."aye:r, we envisi©n new ohl!l.llenges, deeper satis-

f.m.oti®ns and mes,nin;s. Prayer 0ffers an ®pper·~;uni ty t<iu:· 

deal di.x•ectly with eur an&;ers and prides -- a.n.d their 1m ... 

I' 
I I 

I 

I 

:; 
/i 
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I 

VERY WELL,. 

. Very well, I'm prepar~ .. 
Let's start dredging our hearts till we · 

· . Get the root of the matter bared:' · 
. Who's innocent, who~s guilty. 
·But please don't cry. 

'·' . -~ 

When tea.rs cloud your ,!!yes 
Into my plot burst the mushrooms 0£ lie.~i 

Well, let's have it out, just the same, · 
To. the bitter end: ·very well-· 

· " l'm n(>t evasive at all-.· 
But for God's sake remember this .. 
That a shell 
Empty_ except for shame 
Is no haven for flower and kiss; 

·A 

For the sin, of anogance and . 
The sin ofa sulky natur!'l· 
·(You miserable creatUre) . 
'.for the sin of a calloused hand 

~:. ! 

,;. 

./::1 

,, {: 

And of a roving' eye .. 
(Handkerchief? Here, take 1nine) • . 
An? for the sin none can ever put·by-,, ·. , i 

Why,"re;illy, everythinghereis'finel · 

(0$.rmi, Mijj~fi,w:·<t(~:ttl!1; i, 1h! l?!!.!! ~!.!.,~.:b ]l)22J" 

Ca.rm1 fu.rnishes um with an Etxemplary 1tra1° as 1rayer 

and. supplieatie1r1:n., m11~weve:r, bein(f; able t© e~rn10se them and 

ree1 t_e them with k!Y..l?a.!!:t eerta.inly d@es n®t :n<:HiHUJsi taite 

that ·they will l:t~hten 0ur l@md E>r impr0ve e0mmunitiati0n. 

'I'® e$mmunioate 1:n Jl"a,yer we have t@ mean and f'e$l while 

·the @ther receives. The stumbl1n~ bleeks are t©@ :many t® 

enumerate. It•s amazini we oemmunieate aa 0ften as we d© 

(~~ayin~ included). 

,,,1,11~ •. ~ ,·uil· ··--



'LAMENT 

There are no words at all. 
P~r·thtire will be tio deed. 

· our seed is fruit and. decay. .. 
For we have no root. ' 

Our tra~ks drifted ctr in the wind. 
For the road had sh:lfted. away.· .. ' 

Eyes like a scotpio11 that dies~ . 
'.Because for us.there are no words. 

[Carmi, M©l'at~$ (tr.), 1h! ;?F.!Ht~ .. ~i'.F.!!n .. t, p.25.J 

This lament states the 1nadequ.aey of' eur means f0r ex ... 

1rt.u:sin1 feelings, f::r'Q.strat10ns; sUp]>liGa.ti0ns. W$rds are 

a limited. means ®f ea>mmunieati1&m. !mt, cpf eeurse, when 

sueh th@urihts are shaped. by suoh w0ets as ·ciarmi and. M@ra.es, 

s1~n1tieant things are ex-1ressed. 

. ~l'~T
,, ,:1/ 1 
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My Soul 

I have made journeys to my soul 
But have not arrived at its mysteries. 
My soul in invisible cycles 
Dispels 
Illusions of certainty 
And the bliss,of serenity. 
Never can man grasp his soul 
As it presses and twists 

i In his ribs. 

My soul was to me 
Like a skipping bird on a bough
Heavier than bleak rock is it now. 

Translated by Richard Plantz 
I 

· Gett1ni 0 1n t•ueh, 0 f'indini an u1:nner balance" is e:ne 

®i' the e@n.tinual wars we wage with <111urselves, bEl>th in and 

$Ut et the syna,0,ue. F~r w•rship t@ be refleetive @t ~ur 

li·ves and <Utres, it; must 1n~or1iui>rate this strivin,; and. in ... 

f!Hl~m:plete:ness. 



Reflective"·•·.· , , 

·.·I found a 
~;weed 

·. th~t h,ad a 

mirror in it 
and that 

·>:r&irror 

1 •ii:Joke~iin. at 

l,';.;t11~;~~irror ' :!:: 10 ., 

me that 
'had a .-· 

.; weed irdt 
;~_'' l • : 

! 

1rne ])lay a:n.d the tensi0n are the 0 th in~, 0 ft111r .Axnm@ns 

and f@r us. Pe$~le and ®bjeots are m1rr$rs f0r us. l~re

ly· are the externals in themselves hard. tEl> a.~eeJt. Bather. 

it is their refleetiens •• ~.fX!inlely what we see Gf ~urselves 

and our desires in them - ... that are et'ten hard t© El.EHiH9J>t. 

1

1.he 1mpl1ea.ti@n 1s that mu~h ©f the external W$rld we label 

@urselves. 



-149-

THE HOLLOW MEN. 

I 

We are the hollow tnen 
\Ve are the stuffed men 
Leaning together 
Headpiece filled with straw. Alas! 
Our dried voices, when 
\Ve whisper together 

·Are quiet and meaningless 
As wind in dry grass 
Or rats' feet over broken glass 
In our dry cellar 

A penny fm:·tJ.ie Old Guy 

Shape without form, shade without colou1r,, · 
Paralysed force, gesture without motion; 

Those who have crossed 
With direct eyes, to death's other Kingdonl!. 
Remember us-~if at all-not as lost 
Violent souls, but only 
As the hollow men 

I The stuffed men. 

(Eli•t• .Qt.l,;Lee.~'~ ?,,e11!_~, J:.2.9.2.~.liq!, ·'· 79). 

Living in an empty w®rld -- deveid @f leve, friendship, 

end t1H0neem, we bea@me h@ll0w. Tai fill. 0ur V®1d, we ji:&in 

oemmi ttees and ©:t"§l;SJ1izati©ns - ... we bee0me stuffed. H:avin& 

tak$n @n these charaeteristies, we seek t<:1i> alter emrselves. 

But <ilan we merely em])ty ~mrsel ves ©t ®Ur em.1tiness? Eli©t 

W@t:t.ld hQve us believe we are em1ty by l'lature. 1!$weve:r, the 

:~!P.~ and ~h ~resent a more ®ptimistie view 0f man 

by rem&vinl' the fr&>GUs fr0m man and. e@noentratins en G@d•m 

res1@nsiveness. iliet•s @yn1eism (and eur ©wn) results 

fr@m an inability t® see bey0nd himself. 
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The aentradioti0n bertween prayer a.nd ]H11erb. 'is n0t irreG0n

Gil~1Dle1~ Is :t t n©t Jl:'esumJdm~usi ti! cumsider eursel ves m@re 

than h0ll$W @r atuftttd.? One• s h@llown.$sm may reflect his 

inepti tiade irn J>rayer as ~)JJHJ.ised t<i1' the parad0xes ®f being 

a JP~rsc&n. L:J.m:tt~tien is ru~t ne0essar1ly all bad I 

./ 
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REB LEVI YITZKHOK 

Reh Levi Yitzkhok in prayer shawl and tefillin 
Is rooted where he stands 
Before the altar, with prayer book open, 
But will not utter a sound. 

He sees the ghetto like so many pictures 
Of agony, trouble and pain. 
Silent and stubborn, the old man quarrels 
With his old God again. 

Leonard Wolf i 

[11ange·r, W®lf (tr-~--) ~ -- iii H@we a11d. -G~e~nberg (ed. ) , 
!' ~!:!.+:!. ,.! nill!h ~~-~.~"f'/i.'' lJ>. 280 _I. 

'11he :J~®exn, like .1,~ghmrrnP:\.}!1-- m.nd. the entire s·truoture @t' 

©Ur w:0rshi:w-- :ts based l'Dn ·the eftiaa.oy ©f e®mmunioa.til'lbn. 

W@rshiw, werhaJis the m@st sublime f@rm @:f c@Hnmun1ca. ti(l)n, 

is n®'C e®nce:tved within a @ne-dime:nsi®mal framew0rk. Man 

is end.©wed. with the free will and 0 l<&cvse t©n,ue" t® ·talte 

G©d t@ t;atsk. PerhW]}t.:t Olur ])resum:p>ti©n derives :from ·the as

sum,.ti©11. that G®d is n©t 0nly listen1ni but l@CJ>kin~~ f'©rward 

to hearil'.11!} whet we are ~;eing te ,0ur @ut bef®re Mim. J?er

ha1112, ·b©@, this if{ the hum®r@us high ])®int 0f ®Ur worshiP> 

when the. ereated 1nfc~rms and redi:reets the Create:r. 

'I·:. 
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HOtIDAY•s E.ND 

He went @ff; d1dn•t ~ay when he'd be b~ck 
a sh@rt h@lid.ay, Y•U mi1;ht e~lJ. it 

But surely he'll s0@n be baek 
su:i:•ely: that raven ®Ver a rcr>ad whi0h this @nGe isn't em]llty 
thoi. t (Utt'atVan makini 1 ts way thrl!Dugi;h the Negev 

He went ®ff t© di~ a while 
and. then t0 i~ise :f!r<tm the dust, t1P llltnne h@me fr0.m the desert 

F@r his tts•rvitude is •ver," h1s "sin ia atGn$d f@r" 
W©rdlessly, ever S© W6Drdlessl;y 

o, I kn0w it by the disquiet in the air 
wh10h bears these (i)@nfli0tinai; rum<10rs 
(@ne @f them is ,o©dl} 

.I kn0w 1 t by the wind i;Ustini c.l)Ver these d.tu11.d Wtl!lrds 
these Wl!):rds whieh @nly mitments aqi® knew n~th1na; 

I kn@w ~ t by this. ei ty wh1eh senses his l®l!Hll. 

[ Guri,. Chyet {tr.), ~ ~~i!,, Jil• 9]. 

Jll~arah ene ®f us gees <tff t@ die -- atnd. quite frequemtly, 

in f.a@t. '.tir®ubl@I 1$, we r&irely· llilEl<'!ll 1t th&t way.,i. N®r dlil 

thfJ11Se f@r 'Whom we mean the m@st. Our la@k «Df eentinui ty 

is a varittty ef dyin,. .Alth®ugh eur 0hange in bed.ni' is 

les~ mbrupt ... _ and cr;,f an. ®nti:rely differei:n.t r.i.mture than 

the )>hysioal death •f the "he*' deserib®d in the ]lH!H!nn ...... 

it requires a similar ref.le0tien lits f(l)t.1.nd in tho ]ll©em. 
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!~~H2~~i:m1JUL 

'.r10B.Aii SIHV!CJ· 
Jjl~;fJllll:illll'•l>lill'li'"·ll~ 

'j : ;; 
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f,1:' ·;.''··· 187. BABYLON 

.. ,Dapyfon that was b~utiful is Nothing now. 
Ode~ to .the wodd 1t tolled a golden bell: 
Belshazzar wore its blaze upon his brow; 

· .. Ruled; and to ruin fell. . 
. Babylon-a blurred and blinded face of stone-
.; At d~imb Oblivion bragged.with trumpets blown; 

1 Teemed, and while merchants throve and prophets dreamed, 
I · Bowed before idols, and was overthrown. 
!" 
: ' Babylon the merciless; .now a name of doom, 

Built towers in Time; as we today, for whom 
A11$uries of self-annihilation loom. · 

i't · Siegfried Sassoon. 

Babyl$n Silervem as ian 1nstruetive mo(iel. in humility - .... 

@r at least ske~ticism •• fer th®se of us whe w®uld abs@lu~ 

t1ze ©Ur stat¢ - ... any state., 

11 ''--
',',I 
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I 

I 
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Unsaid ( e:x:(J)e:r.1t). 

tl&V$ y®u listemed. fer the thin~~s I hav~. left .~mt?. 
I am n®where near the end. yet and al.ready· 

pear . 
the hum @f @missi~ns, 

the ahiant.®f VQ0mno:les, din ®f 

J0u will net · c_ · 

hear me G®mJ>letely even si,t this early JG:iint 
unless y0u hear my em]!>t:iness: 

ge ba0k: 
h®w eatn I 

tell y·(ju what I hswe n®>t maid: Y©U must l®©k f*r 1 t; 

ytirnrself: th/lit t 

side has we1iht, t©®, th0ush w@rds Gann@t bear it 
out: listen f•r the thin1s I have left •ut: 

I sun 
::awm.re 

©f them, as y0u must be, ©!' Y4l)U will m.1ss 

in my singing: it 
whett is missing;: 

ea.nn0t 
be missed 

S]jHwken : read the 

feel the ris-

is n®t thmt words eann0t say 
1 t is ®nly thatt wh&itTs-mimsin&· 

if 
puariables 0f' my unmaking: 

in, bu'bble's trembl1n~ w&lls; rush intei> the d@mtu1 
thellre Wi)rd;y arches shm,e; heatr 

me 
when I am 

silent: gather the b®Undar1ed vaeaneies. 

(Amm@ns, §.!~ E,!.elll!, P,>p.86-7). 

, lii:&w are we t® inv0ke .lilll:'ayer? What are we te say? Whai t 

tht;tise w1 th wh0m we Jr&y "I Emeh 0ne @f us stands la.s a :run

ner in a raQe ...... i!!>nly t® di sa@ver as the starti:r1g iun ~~©es 
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©ff -- we eui:ht net t• run.. Rather, we might wa.lk t@&"ether 
h&nd· .. in-hmnd. .. 

we say -- that bind u- t®gether. It is alw~ys the spaoes 

betw$en the w@rds and the th@ughts between the th<1»ughts. 

'I 

,

1.1. 'I ,I 
I, 

!' ,., 
I''' 
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I !MAGIN.ED A PAINTER. 

PAIN'.l'ING SUCH A WORLD 

I,ilw successive layers of leaf that <.hvindfo the sunlight 
Are the overlapping cumu1a~ivc shadows 
l~rojected by things, which huddle in them darkly 
Within the greater shadow: suffering. 

Iheaching the shores of matter a sweil of shadows 
Destroys all sanctions of formal separateness ; 
And objects, transposed of vesture, take doubtful values , 
Like hulks vaguely discerned under the tides. 

What inner or outer flames may shine are random 
In the one, shadowed sea v>here all things melt, 
While through all, the superior dark, the subjective night 
Encloses and bathes the universe. 

(Plu tznilt, ~...@. !£~.!!! · ~:.£, w. 23) 

:fiyam PlutznjJi:•s 0 I ImaB.:l,'ined a. Pa.inter Paintint Such a 

WG>rld, 11 is a deep and engag;in6~ly ambigu0us work. We find 

i10 sense of persona.lt1eas wi thj.n the J.i>Oem. At its conolu-

siG'im we are askine;: Wh® :ls this J>&in te1" and why does he 

[)etint so enier.matiea.lly? Layer upon layer, $Verlap upon 

overlap ....... t@warcl what end.'? Does a destruction o:t' the, 

sanati©n of formal ser<>arateness alse destrey ·t;he :f'@r.inal 

se)arateness itself'( Or, at least the r~ersom.-il sepa.:i:·ate ... 

ness'l Is the separateness oi' doubtful value ®r does the 

00m~lexity et' the wh®le make G>Ur values doubtful and unsure? 

Should we nQt e:x.pe0t <Z)rcler ....... net ramd0raness fr0m the 

inner and cou ter :flames? And why sh©ul.d. all melt and. fl0w 

toi:&ther? All men are envel©ped in the darkness of i&; ... 

noranee and .mortality. 

,' ,, 'i 
•

1·i' 1

•i 

'! 

' ' 

!,,:.! 
,, I i: 

·1·1 

i 
II;, 

, 'I ,],: 
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KADISH ---
M!MOH.!At PRAYER 
~~'!iii,,~, r'i~ Ill 1i 19111)ii!l~'lll-.~.....,._ 
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LID'.L1 US 

Let us me.e·t a,;a.1n: 
it's O&ttli>ber, 
when leaves must part 
and winds ary. 
ll'ien .let; wind.a @Il"Y,. · · 
I have1 ne .. m@re tears, 
and let. skies ID$UX'l1, 
I am empty ~r m@urn.in;. 

J;.et usi1.meet a,;ain: 
tw© a;ravest@nes 
s ·bandJ.ni · 
w1'tih wind 
between. 

(Veprinsk1, &.t.1i1tldhetjc~;tr~:), Ii'1!1we and 
;~~6f ~~ra;, ! l::!!~~ri~~;jf !~S&9;~sh !!.~;brl,, 

~he e®l0rful ftallin~ leaves are prem@nitiens 0f the 

flux 0f. existenee ar@und and within us. All human meet ... 

1ni will eventull'.lly be00me 1n@:r~anie meeting. Our ex1$tenoe 

io an @rderin&; by Our J:t,ashii&ner frem cheuui1 into D$1n1 and 

baGk int@ eha<1>s. 

··r·1.··"1'.. . I; . 
/,Ii 

fi'I I 
'[f'' ' 
!! ' ' 
1•,I:, 

:i'': ·I' 
I , 

. ·I 
; ,. 

11w1 ', 
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LIKE OUR BODIES' IMPRINT i 

Like our bodies' imprint, 

Not a sign will remain that we were in this place. 
The world closes behind us 

I 

The sand straightens itself. 

Dates are already in view 

In which you no longer exist, 
Already a wind blows clouds 

Which will not rain on us both. 

And your name is already on the passenger lists of ships 
And in the registers of hotels 
Whose names alone 

Deaden the heart. 

The three languages I know, 

All the colors in which I see and dream: 

None will help me. 

[~.miohait Gutmann (tr.)_, !~; ,,~14] 

!1an•s 1nt:r:·1ns1G s1·bua.ti0n is m0rtality. 1I'hat, es)t'Hdally, 

aalls f0r underso0rin1 ©Ur need t® relate 0urselves t0 what 

:ts bey@nd mertality. 
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· IT ALL DEPENDS ON HOW YOU 

LOOK AT IT 

I. 

cr~rezin is full of beauty. 

It's in your eyes now clear 

And through the str~ct the tramp 

Of many marching feet I hear. 

· In the ghetto at Terezin, 

It looks that way to me, 

Is a, square kilometer of earth 

Cut off from the world that's free. 

II. 

Death, after all, claims everyone, 

You find it everywhere. 

If catches qp with even those 

\Vho wear their noses in tl~e air. 

The whole, wide world is ruled 

With a certain justice, so 

That helps perhaps to sweeten 

The poor ·man's pain and woe. • 

Miroslav Kosek 
:,!11:· J_,,;.J; 

(K•sek, 0 It All De}fends ©n :s:~w Y'@u 
L©0k at It, 11 in ••• I N'ever $81.W 

Au~~JJ.!t £aallu!ll., n. p:-r:- - .. 
,·. 

l'l'lilled with )>arad®;x:, this p~em 0®nv@ys J.$w-key, high-

intensity anger. Indeed, 06m the death eam1 itself be seen 

as a pila0e full 0f be~u.ty? And f©r ta 0h11d t@ see beauty 

th®re '/ After all, 1 t ~a;.s a square kil.@meter $f ea.rth/ llmt 

@ff fre>m the we:rld th&t's tree" (lines ?-8). 

Where is the just1Qe with whioh the 'Wl'tlli)IJs:e w@rld is 

ruled w( .And. Wh@SE!I jUStiee is 1 t '( ! &Ill lef.'t With the Stin&a; 

•f bitter res11nati®n. 

suGh is the w@rld~ 

Summarily; the ohild e0n0lud.es that 

;, I . ' 

I! I 
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Ti-IE BUTTERFLY 

'fiie bst, the very last, 

So richly, brightly, ·dazzlingly yellow. 

Perhaps if the sun's tears would sing 

against a white stone ... 

Such, such a yellow 

Is carried lightly 'way up high. 

It went away I'm sure because it wished to 

kiss the world goodbye. 

For seven weeks I've lived in here, 

Penned \IP inside this ghetto 

B11t I have found my people here. 

The dandelions call to me 

And the white chestnut candles in the court. 

Only I nev:er saw another butterfly. 

(. / J ) 
That buttei'fly was the last one. 

Butterflies don't live in here',' 

()" .. "'} 
' . / 

(F'riedma.mJJ., "The .Butterfly, 11 in ••• I Never Saw 
~!.!!h!l: &u:t~!.t.f.!l, n.p.) • -· --· -

With the tenderneli!!s and }Ila thes possessed <!mly by ·the 

very ylitrnn&, Pavel F,riedmann brj.ngs us int;0 a make-believe 

w@rld ®f what was enoe a. m®st grues@me :f:\eiali ty. 

n@ e.®ntem1@rmry Jewish Jiarallels t® suoh a d.eath Gsunp, but 

t~ remains 1art ef our h@ritage, an inte1ral aspeot ®f @ur 

The p©et's realizati©n thiat a butterfly 

oeuld n©t exist 1n Te:r.ezein was lamentably the case. N©r 
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e©uld freed.@m, beauty, ctr life. 

i.·, 



I 

I 

. ...165-

Last: Words 

·I do not want a pfoin box; lwanta sarcophagus 
. 'With tigery stripes, and a face on it 

· Round as the moon, to stare i1p. . 

J waJ1t to be looki11g at the1'n when they come 
Picking among the dumb minerals, the roots. 
I see them already-the pale, stat-distance faces. 
Now they ai·e nothing,.they are not even bab.ies. . 
limagine them withoudathers or mothers; hke the first gods. 
]"hey will wonder if l \V'1S important. . 

.. I should sugar and preserve my days like. fiuit! 
My niirror is clouding over-- . . 

·A few more breaths, and it will reflect nothmg at all. 
TheHowers and the faces whiten toa sheet. 

I do not trt1st the spirit. It escapes like steam 
In dreams, through mouth-hole or eye-hole. I can'tstop it. 
One day it vvon't come back. Things aren't like that. 
They stay, .their little partici.1lar lusters ·. 
Warmed by much handling. The:yalmost purr. 
When the soles of my feet grow cold, 
The blue eye of my turquoise will comfort me. 
Let me have my copper cooking pots, let my rm~ge pots 
Bloom about me like night Bower<.;, with a good smell. · 
They will roll me up in bandages, they will store my heart 

Under my feet ih a neat parcel. 
I shall hardly know myself. It will he dark; 
And the shine of these small things sweeter than the face 

oflshtar. 

( J?lm. th, Sf.*.,!J~ !,;_!l!i, ~,,!1~ ~, p. L~O ) ., 

I 
! 

Sylvia Plath m~urns the e1h~merality ®f ~ life, and 

by extens1~n, !.!:!.!'..!.• G'ravin' attenti®11 is ext;r·enne v·ani ty • 

. Attenti0n f©r us when we Qre n0 l0n&;e:r here is 0f n® usfl 

t® us. We WllPUld like t<t> think 0ur exm.mr;)le will be ~:r. in

st;ru.Gti@n f@r ®thers. But that d®es n®t ineresuse the 
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we would try te inerease ®Ur daily oensaieu~ness. 

Is~:'i:tnt''faet, the spirit se]Mtra~e f:r0m the self? Is 1·t 
! , "'' :. r ·;:· t 

independent and. uneE:lnt:r@llable? We are eur lite f0ree. 

'!'hey are n(J)t 'sepir'.l.r$1.ble -- e:x:@$~t in the sense that when we 

die @ur lif'e f®r0e ma;1 exist in ®theirs. But then ··- it :tiiil 

n® l@nger ~ur life fo:reei 

: ii 
i .''/ 

1,,, ,II' 'I·· 
•II 

:J 
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This tree in the twilit street-
the p~ds hang from its bare symmetrical branches 
motionless-
but if, like God, a century were to us 

. the twinkling of an eye, 
we should see the frenzy of growth. . .. 

< Reznik'1iti ·~ ~.h~ ... w~tm ·!!. · ~~~1'.l!~sn., , • 22 ) • 

But f'0r man ®:ne. hundred y·ears is n@t the twinklin€£ ©f 

an eye. Our o@ming il:f and 0ut @f existence has limit;s ©f 

time and 1dent1 ty. .But wtt;hin these 11.mi ts we see and 

1artieipa.te :ln niuoh frenzied grG>wth md decay. 
• t ( ' • ~ ' 

: I 

1. 
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'u ~s sen: NTtfl c p 0 ST SC RI PT 

There is the world, the dream, and the one law. 
The wish, the wisdom, and things as they are. 

Inside the cave the burning sunlight showed·.· 
A shade and forms between the light and shade, 

Neither· real nor false no:r subject to belief: 
If unft.eshed, boneless also, not for life. 

Or death or clear idea . .But as in life 
Reflexive, multiple, with the brilliance of 

The shining surface, an orchestral flare. 
It is not to believe, the love or fear 

Or thefr profoundest definition, death; 
But fully as orchestra to accept, 

Making an a!lswer, even if lament, . . .1 
In mea.\lured dance, with the whole mstrumel).t. 

(Nemerev, lll.E?,. ... ~!i.!. !~<;!; ;~r.~ ~' 1!'- 68). 

Des1~nini and redesi~nin' answers t® @ur quest1@ns 

ab@ui; des\'bh @ffe1"s, an im1~rtant means ef under$teu:1ding ...... 

or at least *'aeGe])"ting" -- $Ur l1v1:n&i;. There :ts nC!ilthing 

l oan sa;y· abErnt. Neme1•(9v' s 10@e1n "Ul'ls~ientifi0 l?0s·l:is&ri11}t 11 

·.:1, ..• 1'.!: ': I 

1
1ii. 

.. :1! . 
II :1 ~~I :

1 

· 1,11 

· 1':1!1 

·/' 1/ 
.1.1 'i,·,1, ·1 ·• 

11 

l•.1: ,, 

'1'11 

. ' /' . 'f' I 
I '/ .:i;.li 
) ;'I 

··.,:I· 
11 II 
1!/1 

" '1· . ':I 
11/11 

' 1:11! 
: 1/11i 

.

. 11.·11 t 
'1!1 n 
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, · Cl9ck , and Corrip~ss . 
. ' 

Tl{e' Clock, man's fear of time's short hou~, 
'.hums like a heart hung in a tower. 
The weathervane, man's fear of the west, 

. hymns in terror that land of rest. 

Together dock and weathervane 
rejoice in pouring sun and rain .. 
h is in vain. and all in vain, 

· · when &mm is gone, we shall remain. 

-~ 

(Aiken, J,;1r@wn,s,t<tm·~ !!~!.i~E?..!i 1. :rn. 
T®® ®ften we enter the K~d.1$h -- @r if n<\l"I:; the Kadish 

·. • ' · "'f~li!l~IW i #1 .~ f'JI Jl!'tl: • , R"!~lll~ll --k<lll IMil~tMI' 

the ex:]!)er1en0e of de,~'th 'tGJ> whioh we relate 1t -- w1th a 

sense ©f dread. and awes0.tne guilt. Ivery man is sensitive 

ab®ut m®rta.l1ty; that, h@wever, ®Ught n$t te hide its ,ara

d.0x and hum@r. The el.•~k and (JH~m.)a.,ss, man .... ma.de 1nstrum$nts, 

$erve te 1nerease •ur awareness. Simultane•usly. they de· 

·fine and limit l!Ulh The el«Hllt and. weath1trvane ecmt1nutt t• 

•pera.te leng after their inventors have Geased t@ use them. 

Just think ....... the 1laythina;s we fashi@n are eapable gf ©Ut-
' 
living us. They mi.ay als® b$ u.sed. 1n w~ys W$ never in·t;e:nded. 

It 1s· n0t hUlU®'trll\btlSa?''l Is 1 t n©t threatenina;'i 

But n$th1ni @utlives G~d. An interestin, e®ntrast is 

deveJ.f>ped. between the JiH\H!)m whieh d$e1B n®t expl1©1 tly refer 

t<il'> G0d and the }ilria,.yer which d@es nGt exp>l1e1 tly mentiem 

man. 'Y.et t0 utter either is t® imli!lY b~th. 
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I . THE FUNERAL 

' DEA TH is another milestone on their way. . 

With laughter on their lips and with winds blowing 
round them 

They record simply 

· How this one excelled all others in making driving 
belts. . .. 

. _ This is festivity, it is the time of statistics 
When they record what one unit contributed: 
They are glad as they lay him back in the earth 
And thank him for what he gave them. -

" They walk home re~emberfog the straining red flags; 
And with pennons of song still fluttering through · 

their blood 
· They speak of the world state 

With its towns like brain-centres and its pulsing 
arteries. 

They think how one life hums, revolves and toils, 
On~ cog in a golden and singing hive: 
Like spark from fire, its task happily.achieved, 
It falls away quietly. . 

(Swander, £:..~..!fil!., p.,51). 

Swend.er el@quently· ex.wresses s«we::ra:t @f the em0till)ns 

we feel u~®n hearing ab®ut seme~ne else•s demth. These 

J)hl"ases smd. th@ughts pir®teet us fr©.m the h@rrimrs ©f e~m

fr®n tin.g @Ur ®wn m@rtalit;y. S1ender tells us h@w i:nsillf;

nit'ieant .a human life is. Me then asks ~ll. rhet©rioal ques ... 

ti@n: H~w 1s de&th a festiv·ity? One's bereaved -- th@se 

wh0 l0ve the deceased o&n oeleb:t?ate hls life. l'.n oeJ.e ... 

brat1r1ii hill: life, we are oelebratir1g Life and Being Al:'.i:ve, 

facts ths,t are taken fer ,grari.ted. ®r t@tal.ly @verl@@ked. 
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A Jperson•s life ·is a·mewarate ind.ividual enti·by. 

Simul tmne@usly, li vesi are 1ntere«:mneoted emd mutually cl~ ... 

J>endent. · It\ ·$:it.~er:Le~~~~n.g ari0t,helf:• s dcua,th, we ex]Derienoe 

$Ur ©wn· death·. Fi@:r. @u:tt· bel®ved' wh® has d:ted. is ].Hi.rt ®f 

cirnrselves •.. 1Alth®u,~h th.~ d;~a,th mm.y~ in S©llle instanees 1'.)e 

0 qu1et, 11 its· s:tgnif.i:o.anoe rarely is:. we e@.me tG) learn h0w· 
! : ~ ~· .. ' '. • 1 ' ' ~ : - . 

. ; •1 c 
®Qtlrne t® 'b.~es:is G@d ;f~.t1r J~ivi,ng ;lt$ l;tf~ ~md. each other. 

. ' : ' ~ ' 
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Spirit:ual B:Jt:p;L•ra~i•nB 

II 

You were bom; must die; were loved; must love; 
: Born naked; were clothed; still naked walk 
' Under your clothes. Under your skin you move 

Naked: naked under acts and talk. 
The miles and hours upon you feed. 

They ea.t your eyes out with their distance 
They eat your he.art out with devouring need 
They eat your death out with lost lost significance. 

There is. one fate beneath those ignorances 
Those flesh and bone parcels in which you're split ' 
0 thing of skin and words hanging on breath: 
Harlequin skeleton, it 

Strums on your gut such songs and merry dances 
Of love, of loneliness, of life being death. 

( swender, E.t.e.ni.s .ti Q.~.1~~~1.2P:.i JP .i.rn). 

11
1®r all @:f' the ohltmges 0f the )last aentury with :l ts 

teQhn~ili@'4~:t&al and . soientifio d$ve1@wmen~~, 1 t remains t® 

be seen h~w different ·the huma.n e®ndi ti©n j.s qual~ta,t1 vely o 

We wear olethes mad.e ®f fabr~c.u.:i unnt11mrd ®f a. deomde .a.i@,. in 

styles that were h1.ih fashi~n thre.e decades ta.ei(;G> -- but c.@v

erini b11~dies 1nd1st1nit.i1sha.ble in fi:1>r.m fr•m th<»se ®f }.!last; 

millennia, And. with GUr oi·t;ies and m~chines, we are still, 

E1nd i~0ssibly m@re s@, 1lagued 'by l®nel1nes&1 and the fear <»f 

life. 

Spender is sa~y,1nr. that desJri te ©Ur l{l'l®Wled1'e mnd s@19h1,s ... 

t:l.aatien. we :really h,ave :n© better n@ti©n ®f. what life and 

being alive met.an than th©sei U:W©n wh®m we b:ut:l.d. 
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sF>~~~ ~~~~: !:lf.~1.•r.a t;~r! 
':. ... . ·-. ,---

Ul 

Since we are wi1at we are, what shall we be · 
But what we are? We are, we have 
Six feet and seventy years, to see 
The light, and then resign it for the grave. 

We are not worlds, no, nor infinity, 
We have no claims on stone, except to prove 

In the invention of the human city 
Our selves our breath, our death, our love. 

' t 
The tower we build soars like an arrow' 

Fr~m the world's rim toward the sky's, 
Upwards and downwards in a dazzling pond 
Climbing and diving from our world, to narrow 

: The ·gap' between the world shut in the eyes ·.·~ .•. 
1 

And the receding world of light beyond. ' . 
• I - • 

(SJ>ender, ~-.@...f..,Ded1e~t11D~,, ~.1-1-1). 

1he indi vid.ual' s 1dent1 ty is highly eenti:n1'ent upcwn ,, 

the lc·:mi,th and type 0f his human existence.. S:pend.er 

stresses ·t;he s:r:um ef life as 11m1 tin~ - ... in vivid ('Hr>ntrast 

t@ E. :m. CUmmings $i'11'rh~ sees ·che infinite ref'leet;ed in the 

finite (of .. 0 St.lil m~.ny selves ••• , 11 ,.124),. 

It remsdns m.mbiatui&us what the 11&1;ht is that we see 

when we are alive. Th®ugh alive~ we :need n®t see li~tht, 

feel li~ht, e@mmunieate li,ht, w©rshiJ.i> li1:ht. Anti what; 

kind ®f bein1t is that? 

Is a.oe.$ptsinoe 1'>'liC death -- an a.et; llll:f' resi~nati©n? Ou&;ht 

it; t<W be'r We are dyin' o@:ntinua.lly; 0ells dyingi; and beo®m .. 

inli,I; 0ur ep:l.d.errnt.11,l layers. Th$ :f'@G>d wh01so nutrients we have 

utilized passes @ut @t' ©UI' system; we seek m0re f'00d. The 

trees :t'l@wer, ~i;:t V'in&: f 0rth a l~v·ely ar0ma, but th~;ybt& ss0nui1 
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wither, faJ.l, and. s@&n de~~y.. Within a sh0rt time, we en ... 

joy the f.rtl.i t wh'1!lse tn.ner Gii>re was <onae })ar·t; ®f the fl®wera 

N@ ...... death 1.s J1©t resi~nat1en; it is a.ff:trmati®n ®f life 

and $t' G@d.. It is a.ft'irmati®n Gf @Ur de~endenoe UJ>0n P.Iim .. 
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A ~ky unshaken, smekeleas •shless 
will turn blul!) a,ain, a. hea<l ... rest .0f' mem©ry f@r me 

· O my.seul, be thankful 
th~:t of mll my lEDves 
I've srntV'eld fr@m t:ram1~11n, this ®ne flc:i>wer fallen 
between the album fages 

Aeause mo n@t aleudt 
Of all I ®Wn, 
I left f@r safe;uard 
in the oust©msheuse 
@r>.ly the ·teeth ®f 1. bl@tekened ©$rob 
a. tlilmgueless sh©e like a meuth unquesM.0ni:ng 

&nd .a, btU1dl4.'!1 
@f names like a camel's fre1,ht; 

they· didn • t die f®r me J: didn • t 
d1tl; beneath their weiiht; $:ne .day when y@ur w@m'b 

~~ave me up t(£!1 l10ve 
the lfil>Yers eame in sm•ke o y0u their erea.:t@r,· 
it's a waste ta weep f©r me. I•m n~t the 0nly 
@n~ t• l1i'Hll• the w@rld. Whr.-t t d@ we kri®W tinyway? 
L®®k; the fl@wer dead betweeen the album ~ages 

re·turns l:'@>@t ... · · 
less t0 life: 

[K®·vn@r, Ch;ret (tr.), 11!.ru. ~' ~. 5] 
'!here is little I oan say ab®ut A.bba K©vner•s }!HtHn.n. ©r 

the new l9•em 1ns,p1red. by 1 t -- ex0e1t that K@vner and Chyet 

eire a'l;)le t® m@ve fr0m the Sh@' ah 1 tself t® thei way it is 
*"""'~"'"'~ 

re:t'leoted. in the tra&1.;io aspects ©f life. Man is vu.l:neriable 

and his existenG~e is trrulsi t®ry. '.:fi'©w1J-~1:.~<Ilf'JP.~:se3Jbe:\ ~aived/ 

alive when it lies ro®tless between the m.1 bum wa&"es '( In 

what sense is s Jew saved/&:1.liv·e apart fJ."®m the mem@ries and 
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VIII 
'~·,•l•Ji..,,il 

Yc\i.1r end's to end forever 
War's· wrath, the rotted laws. 

But man in his last anger 
Shall kill for larger cause. 

/ 

-· ' 

[F.'i t;za;erald (ed.), The Clfl)lleeted 
!:®.".!! !! i.&.m.!! !1!1'-10 :bY_7-· 

IVlan•s 1nst1nGt t@ kill is eaustiGally treated. by Agee • 

. Even w.1 thin the j,nsm.ni ty 11>t' war, we Gan (imly 1raise Nim 

wh@ :fa.shi0ns us and breathes life int• us. Man is n@t 

al$ne in his ea1ae1ty t@ brutalize.and destrey. The Jew 

is ea:wuible @f :f'@ll0w1n1 the m@d•l set by his G0d.. .F1@r 

the d•1 ty is a fere>$i®us ''man ©f war:" 

· .!tl!ffi!• £L4.!.?.!ll D.il.!m!. .. ( 111.rhe Lord is a ·man e>t war, the L10rd 

is a1s· name, 11 ~xedus 15:3). 
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(untitled) 

We ®nly ~ame 'C® sleeJ». 
w~ <imly 0ame t@ dream. 
I·t; is net true, it is wm~t true 
That W$ ea-me· t® 11 ve UJH11:n earth. 

We are ehanied int$ the s1ring ,ra$s. 
Our hearts Will ir$W ireen aiain 
~ct they will @pen ·their F.'0tals. 
But eur·b$dy is like a r@se tree. 
It )Uts f0rth fl$wers and then withers. 

-Azteie 

[Lew:ts (ed.-), .Q!a.~ !! ~ !!!\,Pth l .. .,~~~'' w.84J 
'Ihis "1rimitive 11 peem J@llHHJ seme stark aJbserva.ti®nm. 

We emnrittt deny that sleep and d.rea.m are maj©r as1eots ef 

wha:t we e<.&.1ne t© o.all 11life. 11 Our e:x:1stenee d0es e•rx•es]Hl>nd 

' to the eyeles @f a r©se tree. 
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(untitled.) .. 

~~he day we die 
'!'hen the wind eomes 
1Ii0 Wi]'0 US ©U t, 
The traee$ @f @ur feet. 
The wind creates dust 
WhiGh c0vers 
'l'he traees that were 
Whe:i:·e we. had. walked , 
r110r @therwise 
-X:b W©Uld' be 
As if we were 
Still alive. 
11.'hat is why it is the wind. 
'!'hat oe.mes · 
'l\i Wi]!>e ®U t 

, ':t1he tra@eHB ®f· ®Ur feet. 

·-- Bushman 

[r.1~w1s .(~d.) ,, .Q.lai !! ih! !!:~ ~ §.!n1,, F>.130] 

The pirimi ti ve. $~ng-p©em deals .1n. an in triguina; fashien 

with the same ·theme as 0 dust th@u art and unt@ dust 'lhc;m 

shalt return. 11 The £11u>tprints -- be the;y ®Ur ocmtributie>ns 
' 

tif.i> sll'eiety, eur ehildren, . ®Ur b@~ks, ~ur 11 brary d®na. ted t® 
i ; ' 

a synag®1ue, @r just ~l~in n@n-meta1h@rioal f®®t~rints --

are bty;np.e:..meails us n'5>r by any means adequate ex,ressi®ns 

@f us. Perha~s the wind. is little different in fun@ticPm 

fraim time itself Whioh reinf@I'OleS @U:t' mertality •. rJ.1ha.t Wind 

G.{;m .sill> easily ... _ and in fiaot SCI!> @ften dees ...... ®bl1 terate 

eur fllll0t1rints. 
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"rHI~UE'S NO FORGETTING (SONATA) 

Ask :me where have I bBen 
and I'll tell you: "Things keep on happening." 

. I must talk of the rubble that darkens the stones; 
of the river's duration, destroying itself; 
I know only the things that the birds have abandone,d, . 
or the ocean bBhind me, or my sofrowing sister. 

I . Why the distinctions of place? Why should day 
follow day? Why mustthe blackness 
of nighttime collect in our mouths? Why the dead?. 

If you question rne: where have you come from, !must talk 
with things falling away, 

artifacts tart to the taste, . 
great, cankering beasts, as often as not, 
and my own inconsolable heart. 

T1mse who cross over with us, are no keepsakes, 
nor the yellowing pige011 that sleeps iri foi-getfulness: 
onJ:y the.face with its tears, ' 
the har1ds at our throats, 
whatever the leafage dissevers: 
the dark 0£ an obsolete day, 
a day that has tasted the grief in our blood~ 

'" . ,,-· ·, -,· .. ' ' .. " . ;:' ... . . > ... _·,_ 
Her:~ ,are ,violets, s.wallows~· / . · ··.. · . .. . . : . 
. anihii1gs ti~atd~light us, the Clelic~te tallie~ · 
that shovv in the lengthening train 
through wh,ich pleasure and trnnsciency pass. 

Here let us ha1t, in the teeth of abarrier: 
useless to gnaw on the husks that the silence assen1bfos, 
For I come without answers: . 
see: the dying are legion, 
legion, the breakwaters bteached by the red of the sun, 
the headpieces knocking the ship's side, 
the hands closing. over their kisses, 
and legion the things I would give to oblivion. 
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l~:i.te is :tn <~ontinual movement t0wardriJ 1 ts oont~rary ...... 

death. Whether the 0 :river" is a clay• s events, a:n. individ

ual 9 s life, or the entire world -- e·veryth:'l.niji .1uoves t(l)ward.s 

destruotion., loss, n0thint;i;ness. 

1he pa.in :'l.ntens1f'1es as the elem,·e.nts that clefine us and 

~ive us meanin~ pass 0ut of existenee bef0re we ©urselves 

do. G:t•Qpinr,;, we seek t© reverse :the J>.ro©ess; at least, we 

.seek to br:i.ne~ it t© a stand-still. But all :i.n vain. We 

have n® ult1lllate answers to the ultimate questicm ef death. 

Fiather. we are temp0rary questions in eur tran.~11 t0ry rela-

ti@ri te our Fashi~11.er. 
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LYING A\X!AKE 

This moth caught in the room tonight 
Squirmed up, sniper-style, bf~tween 
The rusty edges of the screen; . · 
Then; long as ti1e room stayed light, 

Lay here, content, in some cornerho1e. 
Now that we've settkd into bed 
Though, he can't sleep. Overhead, 
He hurls himself. at the blank wall. 

Each night hordes of these flutterers haunt 
And climb my study windowpane; 
Fired by reflection, their insane 
Eyes gleam; they knovr what they want. 

How do the petulant things sutvive? 
Ottt in the fields they have a place 
And proper work, furthering the race; 
Why this blind fanatical drive 

Indoors? Why msh .at every spark, 
Cigar, headlamp or tail.way warning .· ·. .• . 
To knock off your wings and starve by morning? 
And what could a moth fear in the dar;k 

Comparerlwith what you meeHnside? 
Still, he rams the fluorescent fac1;: 
Of the clock, thinks that's another place 
Of Hght and families, where he'll hide. 

We'd ought to trap hirn. in a jar, 
Or come, like the white-coats, with a net 
And him hiri.1 out toward living. Yet 
We don't; we take things as they are. 

15 

(Sn0d.grass, A!j;.,!!. ~!!r.teti.'i?.!, p.15). 

As S:n.@cl"rass rema:t•kst 0we take things as they tll"en 

I 

(line 28). Ar<rePund us life 1.s eentinually exhibiting its 

strangeness ....... its re,e:nerative o.ap>ae1t1es and its mad re,ce 
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fer death!!> 1h-e 1•nts &net inseets mr0und us t~re weiint:a.nt 
,l--

exam,les ei:f' t'llUr ewn l.imit;~d,nes&?. Their beauty mnd s;,ans 

®f 1:1.fe are f.a:r. bri~r~'~·' ·eh~· ~.u~·s.~ , they epi t®mize ·the tran

sieno:e, dan~$r, and. insanity ®f existenQe. 
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2. 

my way is in the sand flowing 
between the shingle and the dune 
the summer rain rains on my .life 
on me my life harrying fleeing 
to its beginning to its end 

my peace is there in the receding mist 
when I may cease from treading these long 

shifting thresholds 
and.live the spac·e ofa door 
:that opens and shuts 

( Be@kett, l!!.i!. Bl !lill~:~i .. ~!t, P • .57) • 

Our l:'tves are m@ldable, t:i;:ao't;a.ble as:r»eots t>t ®Ur sur-

r@und.:LniS -- QSStpnini the sh~~e and features @f the ttnvi

r®:nment. ..l-j'k9®ve all, ®Ur liv®s are rushing, ha.rry1n1, flee

ing ...... with©ut M.me t0 refl&et ©n where wtU are UlliVin;, 0n 

the · :na tu.r$ ®f •ur .. envir0nmen t. 

Beekett seems t• be 1ndiQating that he build.s his se-

e.ur1 'by :in the ''mist thmt recedes as he st@}H:l "fli»wing, n 

Hfleein@!;," and "·bremdint~• n I·Us m<11vemen'l;s are vain attemwts 

t© remait.t abreast 0f the mi.st.· Living 0 the s).ta.@$ ef & 

d®®r" 1la.e&s Be@kett at a p0int @f' w:l.ll:tul trans1t1@ns. 

By ).HlHSi ting the d®©r, he is able te inelude 0r wreelude 

fur:ther srbimuli. 



DO NOT PRAY 

The branches do not pray, but I 
am almost moved to imitate their thrust , 

' by raising my arms blindly to the sky, 
' neither in thanks nor, least of all, in trust-
• no, not to beg and bend or pray and preach i 
but, like this tree, to leave behind the earth 

i in which I too am rooted and to reach 
into sheer air: radiance and heedless mirth, 
abandonment without all faith or hope, 
the freedom of a gesture without aim, 

. a slanting dance of blossoms, or a b·ope 
j that breaks a context and resolves a tension
. a protest, a delight, a dying flame 
I that seeks an uninhabited dimension. 

~ Kaufm~rrn, Cl5!.~ .!UQ.. Q .. tkls ~.!.~' p .. 165). 

Gesrtures ®ften say m@re ·tha:n w0rds. Gestn:tres 0an in 

themselves be wreiyers, stteh ra,s raisini 0ne•s a:r..rn:a "blindly 

t0 the. sky. u A.mE!>nai;; the. t1estures within 0ur w@rah1]!1, <tur 

"b@win&G be:f'en;e the ®]!>en ark d.uring the A.~-~!2-9 is a feiroeful 

st~ibern.ant f!Jf submi1si0n and ereatureliness. 
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A RECORD 

A record, a rocket, 
date upon date, . 
three books in one pocket: 1 

what still has weight? 

A record, a rocket, 
doubt upon doubt, 
ten crimes ·'in one docket: 
what still stands out? 

Datum on datum, 
hit upon hit, 
a man is an atom, 
atoms are split. 

(Kaufnuann, ~ ~.~ f..!e,:fils, )).4,5). 
11.'e® ©tften we int:l:'©d.uoe the Kadish w1 th rem@rseful, 

.J!lllll*~ ~Ill , ff 1111* ' 

&;uil t ... rfdden t~:)nem 10r 'ban.Ill o®mmen ts ab~ru.t l.n.$rtality. Al

th®ua;h death has many a11xiety-)lllr®~®ftinw; aspeet~~ ...... there 

a.re .&ls@ hum@r©us lnsi&"hts t@ be dberived. c©neern1ng @ur 

lives. Dea:th is @ur ber$inning -- the f©undati~m ®f ou:r• 

~H'Jnsei@usness. Of what 1mJ!)@rti:anoe is that whioh J>receedes 

:1. t? E:ver,ything and n0·ching ! In devel@]~inli values, we @ug,;ht 

t;© k;eep in mind their :t-elat:t ve Jl'.l)ature.. J:n shElil'Jil e®ntrast 

't© ®Ur .m.©:rtality~ we aff'irm the existenee ©fan eternal G@d. 
1Ihere is n@ ltttok ~:t' hum@r in this statement. 
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XIH 

If there is a witness to my little l~fe' 
To my tiny throes and struggles, I 
qe sees a fool; . J l· 
And it is rwtfinejor gods to menace oo . .s. 

(F@llett (ed. ) , rrhe C®lleeted. P0ems ©f 
Stephert Cranet p.15)] 

The p111>em ref'leets man•s realizati@n ti.If his insignifi ... 

eanee: Md his extensive fjtt;s neec3.s. It is a 01ittle lifett 

with 11 ttn1 ·throes a.nd struciles." '!'h~ dim:Lnut:L@n ct>:f' ®ur

selves ts a distanein' meeb.anism til1> hel) us distina;uish 

a la:t>1&er framew0rk in whieh t• rel•0~te ~r ·t® wh1Gh t® re

late eurselves. 'Iil.e :self-indulgent wership])er (and wh@ is 

n@t ~,) blithely a(l)kn@wled~es. G@d. • s G>mn1,0te:n(J))e and yet wan:cs 

to 8-Ssert his @wn freed©ni' and indi Viduali ty • 
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GOOD MORNING, AMERICA ( e:x:oer1 t ) .. 
l 

JN the evening there is a sunset sonata comes to. the Cities. 
There is a march of little annies to the dwindling of drums. 
The skyscrapers throw their tall lengths of walls into black bastions on 

· the red west. 

The skyscrapers fasten their perpendicular alphabets far across the chang· -
·· ing silver triangles· of stars and streets. 

· And who made 'ein? Vi!ho made the skyscrapers? 
Man made 'em, the little two·legged joker, Mat.1. 
Out of his head, out of his dreami11g, scheming skypiece, 
Out of proud little diagratns that danced softly in his head-Man made 

the skyscrapers. 

With his two hands, with shovels, hammers, wheelbarrows, with engines, 
comreyors, signal Whistles, with girders, molds, steel, concrete

Climbing on scaffolds and falsework with blueprints, ·riding the beams 
and dangling in mid~air to call, Come on, boys-·-

. M<!n made the skyscrapers. 

When one tall skyscra'per is torn down 
To make room for a taller one to go up, 
Who takes do\vn and puts up those two skyscrapers? 
Man . . . the little two-legged joker . . . Man. 

(Sandber~1;, .9..!.m.!l..~l'! F.~S?J!.~, 1· 320). 

Sa.ndberg•s }!)©EHtf is simultameQU&ly a sti:,.itement @f n~dv-e 

incr0du.J.it;y· at man's oreat:tve oa.:~aoities t0gether with a 

tene. of .IDG)Ok arr©garrne .,.,_ if n@t affec~ti~n. As tw@··le&;£ied 

jolrers, we d® S®me amazing things: save and destr0y lives, 

build. ei:ties and death cam.pis.. But ir1 the final analysis, 

we tw@ le~i:ed. j9kers Qatn alter ©nly· the quantifieati0ns of 

lite, n0t its nature.. We are free t® sett1,J:'oh t'@:r meanin~ 

and bring v·alue te <our acts. But our SUJierimw®sin&~ ®f ·value 
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is a t'ei>rm Qf 0 jeking 11 li'A.S well. The aets are n®t ohan,ing ...... 

©nly tht.hr. inter1reta.ti®ns. ii 
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Landau' "Softly Let us All Vanish, 19 p" in. 1Ihis ]ilGH!H:U C!trnld 
alsec) be used. within the c©nte:x:t r.>f Haoh~nah letef11ah. 

~~~ ~~W4MI~ 

Bald.win, 01r:here's No H©om for G@d in My 1rrousers,n p.53. 
This poem. c@uld be ~ffectively used within the eGJntext of 
the .'!'!.~ !J.!Ul:ml.~. 

Whitman, "Nii;ht cm the Pr1".11~es, 11 w. 8). I have f'eund this 
poem to be meamingf'ul within the oamte:x:t ©f the Kadi sh, t0@. ---
'l1chern1chovky, 11'Cr~d.,~, 11 ]).86. 'l1his J;\H\)Eilm might r.)e eff.eoti·ITe 
as an 1ntr@ductiwn t® :w.rayer. 

Beznik@ff, (untitled)~ p.91. I Gan sae applioatiens within 
this p@em tc the .Avet and. the Al.eriu~ ··~ ---.... ~ ___ ........,. 
Weiss, 0 Heiaven," pil05. I sen$e applie~ti@ns w1th1n the 
~St;i ~.h and !~ ~P..!h • 

Merwin, n'.r1he Present, 0 JP• 109. rr.his poem might have 
a powerful impact with ·the !l!!!H,• 

Warren, t/.'9, p.121. 1l'his would be equally as effeotiv~ 
1n oGinjunoti®.n with the Kt.a.dish. --· 
1ragore, 11:E'®.r Strena;th' II )f .122. 1Ihis ]i)@em could be \J,S®d 
$.s @ln intr0d.uoti0n t© »~r&l.yer ®r within the 'l'achanun:tm., 

~~~..-

Nemerov, "Debate With the Rabbi," p.139. It might alsm 
be instruoti ve w1 th ·the Kaid1.sh. ---
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l. 

t;his study th~d; I w@,nt t© oQnYey·. Primarily, I have J.e.rarn

@d EPt ireat am(lilunt al:;J@ut )01\'Jltl:'y, pr&yer, and wershi}l.I, &tnd 

their cemplex relati@nshi)·@r~ I have deiiveloped a m@r~ 

olear underst~ndinu; 0f' the subtleties underlying worshi}?. 

And, I have beomm$ mer® ap1reoiative et the rare m•ments 

when eff'<.Htti Ye w®rsht]l) is takirlii< pl•0e ~ 

I have n6! pret<m~i@ns that this· is any thin@;: lM>r® thm.n 

,.._ m~~l'i:rt intrl$duot'@';ry:-./ Yiew @f a 11 ttlo-ex:rfl©red ~re&i... 1rhe 

m@unds ®f' :xor@xed. Fciu~tie mta.ter1~1 1.nd my undeei]i>heirable 

:n©t(tHil still (nnd. h0wefully, will t'lontin.ue 't.® ~ (;}lu tter my 

desk. But they 0nly t0uoh a :f'riaoti®n 0f 9;11ail~ble mater·~ 

iatl. '.t'hei:r;e is · stmwly nED end. to ex0i ting Stnd pr0v@c.a.t1 ve 

po@m.s whi'llh OQUld emb~llish eu.r warirshi]':>. I.t.u1tnn0·t 1mat

&;:ine $1. d..G1S1.rth ®f ffe.Hli>etr;>r as the ~rimary ~r€,,blem ®f w0r

shl.J. I hf#>Je ... _ ab®ve11 all _ ... that I m31,y ha.ve helwed t<~ 

e:x::iumd the V'i sien ®f whia. t w@rship ©~.n be. 
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