

































































at birth, must be obtained by them from the wisdom teacher.
Further, while one type of sentence may have been developed
later than the other, or perhaps contemporarily‘by a different
school, they may not represent contradictory perceptions of
reality. Then, as now, humankind is confronted with the
reality of life on Earth, and that reality is characterized by
a readily discernible order. In the same way, God and
religion were a part of life, as well. The presence of both
themes in Proverb probably would not have seemed inconsistent
to the collectors of the wisdom sentences comprising it.

Von Rad does, however, describe a change in Israel’s
perception of reality: a humanization process, i. e. the
beginning of a rational search for knowledge, which gave rise
to the development of attitudes expressed in the old
wisdom.wHe speculates that such a movement must have been
preceded by a disintegration of an understanding of reality
"which we can describe in a felicitous expression of M.
Buber'’s, as. "pan—saoralism."“wHe describes the earlier
perception of reality as follows:

...there are also narratives which stand wholly on

the earlier side of this great intellectual

upheaval. We are afforded interesting insights by

the comprehensive narrative which depicts one stage

of Saul's military involvement with the
Philistines(ISam. 13f.). If one follows the fairly

18 Gerhard von Rad, Wisdom in Israel (New York: Abingdon
Press, 1972), p. 58.

19 1pid.
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