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RISTORI~AL BACKGRvUND 

The i:abbala 

The thirteenth oenttlJ>y witnessed th~ apr•a4 of the 

Kabbaliatio doctrines. Gerona may properly be oonaidered the seat 

a nd Iaaao the Blind ( II9v-II2u,tbe 7ears of his activity} the 

Father of this school of thought which was destined to become a 

potent influence in Jewi sh life during subsequent oenturiea.Clo••~ 

ly linked with the name of Isaac the Blind are those of A&ariel 

and Ezra;Jehuda ben Jakar,Mosea lia chmanides,Isaac llasir(author cf ~~o• 

,,_ 1 ~ ·.u and Jacob ban Sheshet (author uf o·....,~ ,""' ) . until the year 

I26u,th1s new s oience had been of a harmless oharaoter,yet in t he 

time of Ben Adret it had already begun to foment di soord.Spread­

ing to southern Spain.it had found worthy exponents in I saac and 

Jacob, the twu s ons of Jacob Segovi a ,and ?loses ban Simon of Burgoa. 

The most important f ollower of t hi s occul t i s m,however, 

was Todros ben Jo seph lialev1 ( - !234) of ~oledo . He ~as a steadfast 

opponent cf philosophy and of its devotees .Re wageo a cona~ant 

warfare against the supposedly wi se men who hel d every thing that 

a ppeared incompatible wi th logio as i mpossible.having been in­

itiated into the dootrines of the Xabbala by ona of the earliest 

of the Kabbal1sts,perhaps by Jaoob of Segovia, Todros vslued it as 

di vine wisd om. The intellectual deoay that characterizes t he cent­

uri es t hat fo llow,is to a large extent due t o the influenoe ex­

erted by Todro s and hi s fol lowers,amo ng whom are to be count ed 

I saa c ben abraham ! bn Latif; Abraham Abulafia ( I24o-IZ92) ;~oseph 

Jikatilla ben Abraham and Moses de Leon.The last named su~ce eded 

in introduuing in t o Jewi sh literature a bv~k, the aohar,whi~h 

became t he s ource for all later Kabbal1st1c writings. 



-5-

fhe follo•era of Xaballa olaim tor 1t a pre-Adamite 

exiatenoe.Cll The Xabbala. it ia maintained. waa first taught by Gol 

himself to a select company of angels, who formed a theosophio school 

i n Paradise. After tile tall. the angels generously revealed this 

doctrine t o the desoendant• of Adam that through it they might r~gain 

their former nobility. From A.dam, it was passed over to Noah and then 

to Abraham, who emigrated with it to Egypt where he allowed a portion 

of it to become known. lloaes waa initiated into it• seore••, and he 

in turn introduced it to the aeventy elders. lo one, ho•ever, dared 

to write it down till Simeon b. Joohai. Raving been oondemed to death 

by Titus, Rabbi Simeon escaped, and oonoealed h1aaelf in a oavern where 

he remained for twelve years. Here he occupied himself entirely with 

the contemplation of the sublime Xabbala, and gathered about himeelf 

a group of disciples. Hie eon Rabbi Eliezar and his secreta~f Rab~i 

Abba oolleoted Rabbi Simeon's sa~ings and oompoaed the celebrated work 

- tbe Zohar.(2) 

There are oerta1Lly very few compositions which have 

exercised as mueh influence as the &obar. It 1s a book without a be­

gtnning or an end, and de9t i tute of fol'lll and order. Its U?lderlytng 

~rinci~le is that the historical narT~•1ve• and rel igious statutes ot 

the Bible 'Were neTer 1r.tenaea t, be unlerstoocl 1.n a pl.a in. a~1!11>1.e sense 

bu~ that the~ oonta.1.n ao&etl:.ing il!.gb.e:· a.ti. ~terio~. ~·~ it 11"&S !ub• 

11sh ea., it aroued the greatest wonder acx.ng the ZE.b't:alists. ~ s.eans 

'lf it, the Kabbal.a, which a. century before bad been unknown, was rai s : l 

to the aa&e le .. el as the ~orah and ! akud. Per .. atecl a.a i t 11&8 with 

deep religious terTor, 1t neT.rtheless succe~•d 1n propogattng a 

g1o~ aupen~ tbn~ a belle! 1.n the king4o• o'! Sa~an; 1n ertl. s :pir1. ta 

and ghosts. the ~ob.ar dtllea. t h e er.. tical. s•~•. ani :.na.o.cecl a l etb.ar· 

gic in41.ffere?lo.e to - phi1.oso~ or reason. ant a iearning f or tt..e 91. 

+1\ t..J).Qinsburg. ene hbbaia• p.86 (2 \ Graet~-nistc.?"i cf ~ "··"-14 . 



perience of 1111'Stioiam. Its quibbling interpretations of the Bible 

obsoure4 tbe real meaning and gave way to tbe expression of biarre 

and fantaatio notions. A well developed Demonolo87; magioal praot­

ioes; d11taate for philoaophio speculation; and a love for the eup­

ernatural, described with painetaking minuteness, -all this so ohar­

ac~eriatio of Kabbala, find their clearest expression in the Zohar. 

What matter it that Simeon ben Joobai'a authorship was expoaea and 

proven a forger1; that Moses de Leon was shown to be the true auth­

or? The Zohar soon beoame the Bible of the Kabbaliats, and all later 

disciples 4re• from it as from a fountain of living waters. 

(3)The sixteenth century found the Kabbala gradually 

gaining in influenoe. Ita adversaries were either deed or indisposed 

to place themselves in opposition to the ideas of tbe age - only too 

strongl.7 inclined to myattriea, and irrational fancies. Abraham b. 

Isaac of Granada; Shem Tob Ibn Shem Tob, and Moses Botarel gave voice 

to the myatio extravagances of Kabbala. (4) Sephardic fugiti•••, 

Judah ~hayyat, Baruch of Benevento, 4braham Levi, Meir ben Ge.bba, ancl 

Ibn 4b1 iimra bad broaght the Ksbbala t u Ialy and Turkey and won seal­

cus champions :for it. Likewise, the enth\lsiasm evina1d by Christian 

scholars suoh as Viterbo, Reuohlin, Gal atino, and the mystio Pioo 41 

Mirandola oould not help bat react apon the Jews. 

The voices that were being raised against the Zobar 

were powerless before t he rapid advance of its doctr ines. From Spain 

an~laly it found its wa1 into Palestine and Poland . In Palestine, 

Moses Cordovero( y "' P1) and Isaac Luria ( ·i.c) became its e:rponn4ers. 

And due to their different points of view two distinct schools arose. 

The former \~as oocupied chief ly with soientifio speculations of tbe 

.Kabbala( J\ '.Jl'>' ilLir ) 1• oontradist1nct1on t o the ·wonder-working lCab-

(3)Graetz-1bid.Vol.4,p.48l (4} ibid· 
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bale C.11 ·~ .o 1J.:i.p) whi ch was espoused hy Iaaao Luria whos e fantasti c 

noticns of the origin, transwigration and union of souls ; of redemp­

tion and wonderworking attracted many adherents into his magic cir­

cle, befuddling them and and narrowing their vision. Ohayim Vital 

C?-1628) became the exponent of Luria's system, editing the notes of 

h i s mas ter and p1,1blishing them i n h i s famo us Kabbal1stic work( 0 ' '1' ?l 

In Germany and Poland. two me n brought Luri a's Kab­

balism into repute; Isai ah Hurwitz(Sbeloh ) and laphatali Frankfurter. 

Likewi se Solomon of Moravia glotified the moat vapid stories of won­

ders performed by Luria and Vital in letters sent t c Germany a nd Pola­

and. It was the my1tical perveraion of Luria anc Vital that captured 

the i magination of Zabbatai Zevi and insp i red hi m wi th the confidence 

that he could usher in the spiritual redemption. 

Thus at the time .'of the author cf(iw•':l.i,,) , t he wonder 

working branch of t he Kabbala( ~·~,~~>~~)had largely l a i d hold on the 

minds of the J ews. Tu s uch an extent bad the intellect been overpow­

ered by thes e teachings that in the wor ds o f Graet&,( 5 ) J udaism was 

1n a pi tiabl e plight. There was not a s i ngle cheering event, hardly a 

person commanding resp eot who co uld worthily r epres en t Judaism. The 

Rabbi s of the period were not outstanding per sonali t i es , while t hose 

of Poland end Germany wer e will i ng to s urrender their i nt ellectua l 

heri tage to the unprofitab l e knowledge of the Kabbala . The J e~s i n 

all parte cf t he wo r l d wer e goi ng f r um bad to worse. Irresponsi~ le 

vi sionari es awakened f alse hores , del udi ~g the masses wi t h their so­

called mi ssion of redemption. So completely ha d supers t i t ivns capti­

vated the people t hat Rabbi s were called apon t v wri t e a~ulets for the 

ex~r~i sm o: diseases . A Rabbi, Simon Baki at ~asal~ i n Italy complain­

ed t o his mas ter, Moses Zac ut, t he Kabbali st 1 that be had used the pre­

scr ibed formulas of conjuration f or a woman a t Turi n, suppQsed to be 

( 5) Graetz. ibid · Vol. 5 ,p.199. 
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po••••••d, without •DJ auootaaful result.Thereupon,the latter g&T• 

him more effioaoioua means viz.,whilst using God's name in prayer,he 

was to hold burning sulphur to the nose of the possessed.Th• more she 

struggled against the remedy,the more might he be convinoed that she 

was possessed by an evil spirit.About Luria and Vital there had al­

rea~ grown up stories of suoh a natare.They were exoroiats par excel­

lence. In ohaptera 76-77 of the Xav Rayaahar,Xaidanover relates the 

acuount of Vital'• banishing of a Ruach from a woman.The century was a 

time-bleak and dreary-when 1noredible notions,suparstitious fancies, 

and maudlin sentimentalism held sway."The intelleot had capitulated, 

letting lvuse a horde of meaningless practicesrlnto auoh an environ­

ment, Zebi Hirsoh Xaidanover was born and,as we shall see,gave express­

i on in his book to the mysticism that characterized that era. 
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The Literature Deali ng with Jewish Ethics. 

Sino• the Kav Ra1aahar is primaril~ a book on ethioa 

containing 1natruot1on for those who would lead blameless lives, it 

bas been deemed advieable to prefaoe the appraisal of ita oontenta 

by an account of the works on morals which preoeeded it. 

Religion and morals are bound together inextrioably in 

Jewish writings. Nevertheless greater emphasis has been placed on the 

moral aspects . The Bible, Talmud, Midrash, and the exegetical writ­

in gs are •~ oompletely charged with an ethical f orc6 that there i s 

hardly a perception of1 or relation t o life that is nvt adeGuately set 

forth therein. The commands a nd regulations ~f religivn appear as the 

means by wbiob the sense of the ethi"al can be stin1ula ted. However, 

as fer bauk as the teachers of the Mishna a suc~es sful effort was mac e 

t o treat the ethical motive as a separate discipline, and to further 

the ethi cal urge separate ly. 

Following upon the ocmpletion of the Mishna, there 

appeared collect~ons of moral teecb1ngs of great and small compass 

which. exactly as the Ralachoths, wers subje ct s of instruction in the 

synagogues. To these belong the small ethical treatises which in a 

greeter measure than the Pi rke Aboth oomprise the rules aD d regulationL 

for the vari ous occu.n&nces cf life . In the luth oentury, there app~ar-

ed a book of ethica l i mport - •i'"~" •:rr i\.>31. Nevertheless, i t was 

not until the 13th century that books on morals wri t ten in a popular 

ve1~. and intended for the masses began t o f orm a eeparate branch of 

Jewish literavure. Becau~e of the s upport, and praise given them b~ .. 

most pious rabb i s, th ese works enjoyed great populari ty. Possessing a 

certain character peculiar to themselves, they ar e classed as ( 10•b • ..,.o ) 
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Sifre Muaar. Th97 differ f rom the bra~~hes ~f ethioal literature of 

the preceding oenturies in that theiximaterial i s vnly partly borrowed 

f r om the religious w~ttlnga, most being taken from the di fferent lit­

eratuxes viz., Greek Philosophy, Indian fables, and Arabian worke. 

These Sifre Musar belong to those oenturiea and lands in which relig­

io~a dogma bas undiminithed .. a7 , and i~ whiob the Jews suffered the 

mos t bitter perseoutiom . By meaDS of these books, the authors wished 

to teach that t he religious customs were but a means to the establish­

ment of a moral life. Thia was all the more imperative since the exi ­

ge ncies of the time caused the subordination of religious knowledge to 

customs and oeremonies which appeared t o many to be the sum and sub­

stance of r eligivn. These works may be best described by the state-
tc 

reent that they were/ serve as guides to the attai nment of a well-round-

ed, dignified and moral l i fe. Besides their general moral instruction. 

and exhortat ion t o ohasity, moderaticn, self- control, hallowing of 

life, they conta in exhortations t o dil i geDae, work, cleanliness, and 

t o a well regulated mode of l i fe . They r equire not only care of life , 

and of the honor and propert3 of neighburs, ateni jaatice, respect for 

men in higher staticn , toleratitn and charity t~ Jew and non-Jew alike, 

but also urge the regulation cf one's trea&aent of animals, and forbid 

cruelty. Ucoasional stories lend compelling charm t o the~ e books. 

Mos t of t hem are written by German auth~rs in liebrew ana Judisoh­

Deutsch, - the oldest of them being the Testament of Rabci Eliezar ben 

Isaac (lG5 0). In the 13th century , Rabbi Jehuda ben Samuel ben Xal­

onymou,s <RP.cha ~ j 4} \\"re te ( • •1 1 011 ,~o ) . !n t'his work, the author 

reveals the depths of the b11man soul, and man's innermost thoughts, 

and by sounding the proper note, wins men t o the espousa l of the nob­

les t in life. The tenden~y of the times makes it clear why~ ~ much 

of superstitious belief i s found therein • .\bout the same tirr.e, Rabbi 
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Eleazar ben Jehudah of Worms , a descer 'ient of the ltalonymo11s fam1~ 

wrote the Safer Rokeach. He was the author of the Tosaphot t o Baba 

Kama; of a c1111111entary to the Torah and of religious poetry. Though 

m11ch of his work is forgotten, his book on eth1cs endures. In it he 

r eveals his Kabhalistiu leanings. Despite his sorrows he pleads for 

brotherliness to all. 

Rabbi Ascher ben Jechial expounded an ethical philo­

sophy in his wtll1 known as ( ~A~J~ ),. His s on Rabbi Jehuda also 

wrote sn ethical treatise entitled C J\ 11~1.nil Jn...i,,.). I t is written 

in the form of a last testament, and reveals the ~angers and trials 

endu.r Jd by the Jews. 

Moses of Co11cy wrote a cc,mpendi11m of the 613 command­

ments Safer Uitzvoth Raggadol abbreviated to ~emag, in which he urges 

fairness t o non-Jews , and forgiveness. Eleazar ban Jacob of Spiers is 

the aut:.-;vr of ( il ~hVJ"li"I '.J'..J~). The "''"~11 .)l"'HJ., , which was read as 

a family book, was written by Isaac ~oab. Salomo Al'Ami of PortQgal 

wrote i'l.J11>Xilt iln:11)1 .n,...t~ in which he attributes the expulsion of 1391 

t o the moral and r eli gi ous decay of the people. Two works of ethical 

import whose a uthorship is unknown are D'"g 'T.Y .mn" •~and Jlrt ' liti' , .. o . 

Gudeman believes they were ~ritten by Lipman Muhlhausen. A book -

l l>Ji'I J"IT•Ji probably written by Rabbi Matiatia urges reliance on God. 

Rabbi Isaac ban :=11ezar \'ir ota I~" ~<>o .while il Yn-;. -,~o was written by 

Rabbi Jochanon Llll'ia . Beraohia ha-Nakdan ben !atronai is the author 

of a book on ethi~s called 

' Rabbi Jechiel ben Jekutbiel of Rome wrote Beth Mid-

oth (aocordi ng to the e11~oo of the work published in Constantinople) 

or Sef er Maaloth Yidotb. Ae aims to bring his contemporaries back to 

moral sanity. A book entitled ,~,A~whose author is unknown, deals 

with temperance. Rabbi Abraham Rowwitz, t he father of Rabbi Jesaia 
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Bowowita, author ot the famo111 Xabbal11tio work, J1 1-a~il .)11'1 ·~ '"''-' , 

wrote a work on eth101 en ti tle4 )' ~ n f.J ~· , in th• form of a will. 

The1e together with the '"'';, ~ , are s• of the 

out1tan4ing book• in th• field of J .. iah ethioa. 

- ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ----------
Soaroea. 

Winter an4 W11D1oh• - J1141aohe Litteratur, Vol.a; p.627·6•9. 

lua - Qeaohiohte llll4 J.iteratv: P• 122. 
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IEBI HIB8QH liIDAIOV&t 
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ZEBI liIRS~ liIIWIOVER 

aebi Hir•oh Xa14anoTer,tb• aon of Babbi Aaron Sa•11•l 

Xai4anoTer,wa• born in Wilna. Ria teaoher,Joaeph b•n J114ah 

Je14el, Babb1 of M1D8k an4 later ot Dubno exeroi••4 a protounl 

1~luenoe oTer h1m,e•peolall7 in the ltabbal1at1o tren4 of hia 

atu41ea;wherea• in the HalalEah, Xailallover followed hia father 

more olo••l.7. 

Due to a ba•e 4en11D~iat1on, the tamil7 waa thrown 

into priaon and foroed to languiah in ohaina for 7eara until a 

pardon broaght their rel••••· Fearing a repitition ot their 

sa4 exper1enoea, the famil7 moved to Franktort~on-the-Main where, 
wh1ob 

reooTering from the trials through he ha4 paaaed, Zeb1 Hiraob 

fo\1114 lei•ure to engage in literar7 purauita. Rere,he edited 

his father• worka aocompanying them with notea,alld wrote bis 

book on morals-the XaT Ha7aahar-wbioh made 1t1 first appearance 

in Frankfort in I7u6. He 41e4 Karob 23,1712 at Frankfort-on-the-

Main. 



~H&P!Kll J'OVll 

I 



A la rz Of the Q.&pten. 

Beoa•e the XaT llQanar, 11k• other litre •uaar, 

does not aim to expollll4 a philo•op~ ot lit• baae4 on atriot logtoal 

prilloiplea, but rather propo••• to 1nat11 a 4••P r•l1g1oaa ••nae, aa1 

.Waken feelt.nga . ot ' l•Totioa 8D4 p1et7, th• total abaeno• ot a7atea ill 

th• treaaent ot aub~eot .. tter 1• 1aail7 aooounte4 tor. IJulWDerabl• 

repetition• ooour ancl .. ~ ahaptera deal With a Tar11t7 ot eubJeota 

with no apparent ooimeot1on between th••· leither a table of ooatent• 

nor ohapter-healinp are to be tou4 to pil• the reader. It baa, 

therefore, been leeael a4T1aable to gi•• a brief awamar7 ot eaoh ohap­

ter. 

Chapter 1. 

A man'• wiadoa 1• otten ..,10714 tor the aoooapliahment ot un4ea1r­
able a1ma. 
An angel in the lo•e•t heaven obaerTes the aotiona of men an4 anno1111-
oee her fin41nga to an angel' in a higher realm. 
A apeoitied time ahould be ••t aaide each da7 in order that man ma7 
be to hiaa~lt, oozaai4•r hi• 19&7•, and repent. 
Let no one who 1DJ07a undi•turbed proaper1t7 imagine 
given ot ain. Qo4 wait• 1111til the aeaaura 1• full· 
Th• ;,in~ J<i ~o liea in ••1 t for ll&ll at the door. fhe 
banda to the Keasuaa 41apela the &Yil intluenoe. 

Chapter z. 

that h• i• tor­
Than h• 1trike1. 
touching of the 

Much depenla on man'• •7••• Let him not turn hia glanoe upon wo .. n. 
When a houae ia obaerT ... , one llhou4 be rem1n4•4 ot the co..aAI of the 
Meauaa; when anillals are aeen, the <1a mancl of aacritio•• should ooaa 
to mini. 
To look at an unclean obJeot ie to draw that Ulloleanlineas to on•'• 
aelt. 

Chapter a. 
'l!ura are Jlaaeh1•1• Who tq to wa7l~ people. fhe7 gather where there 
ia atrite or quarrel. . 
lhen one pra7a in th• •JD&808D•• let him aelaot a quiet corner tar ~ 
from 1boee who talk •. 

Chapter •· 
When 1nterp•et1ng the Torah, let not the larehan read hie own, parti• 
oular meaning into the text. Let him interpret correotl7. 
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Clulpter 1. 

Wha attend •1th Kayau, the p~•r of a right•o• 
aan, aeo• ... 41reot~ to Qot. 

Whea a pioaa ... a 41••· hia aoul goea throagb Gehia­
om in orler that the oaat off aoula ~ attaoh th .. a•l••• to hi.a. 
and Giereb7 gain t!aeir rel .. •• · 

Ch11ptar 6. 

!he ao ala of th• piou are in league •1th th• -.a 
111ho etali•• Torah. 

!he aoGla Of the 4ea4 atand OTer their grayea ffU7 
night, aD4 reo•i•• the aeoreta of the '!orah. 

Qhapter '· 

llan a .. t n•••r feel a ••n•• of pr14• and aeo11r1'7 
in wealth. Monq 1a naneaoent. · J>eath oomes a1144en17. Upon hi• 
leath, a ... n•a wit• 1197 8AZ'r., another oauaing maoh aaffering to hia 
oh114ren 4eap1te the wealth that was bequeathed to hia Wife. Wor 
ahoul4 one boaat of hi• learning. 

Obapter a. 
Rr&7•r 1• aa iaportant •• the Torah. It muat be 

uttere4 With true religio .. fer.or(Kayana). Ken'a relianoe ahoGl.4 
be on God and not 011 wealth. 

Oheipter 9. 

Ohari tJ giTing ~ a•ert an nil 4eoree. But the 
41apeuing of 1 t a .. t be •1 thout aQ oatentation. A. atranger ahoGl.4 
alwqa be ••loom• 111 1be h••· !o gtye a morael of bread, 1• to r•-
4uoe the power of the •eo C -"•X~w. ·;,) of l••t•o7ers and I.111 th. 

~pter 1u. 
.._ 1·-·· lhen one makes a part7, it 1• 1nownbent upon to· iD• 

Tit• the poor. It waa beoauae Abraham 414 not inT1t• a~on• to hi• 
part7 that he waa '-'°ma&D4•4 to offer Iaaao as a aacr1t1oe. Job alao 
••• made to aaorifio• and to autter beoauae he aake4 no 011• to hia 
part7. lto17 foud in !anhma - A br14egrooa ayerte4 his own death 
b7 •eloe11ing a atranger at hi• ••d41ng feaat. 

Obapt1r 11. 

'?he mer it of the Torah ud the f.-en are the pil­
lars that apqll the worll, and b7 aeau of 111h1oh the Jm are •••­
tained. When prqing. a •n amt •• olean of boq. When in the 
SJ1lagogue, one a11at be oareful to aeleot a plaoe near a good man. 

Chapter 12. 

Man aho1114 pra1 With a broken heart eo that •hen h• 
come• before Qo4, he sq not be p11t to •hall•· to ayoid •P41ak1ag 
Yainq. is to p.h the fayor of Qo4. 



Qbapter 13. 

1 .. etiatel.7 apon awaking fro• •lecll>, the haiJll• ... , 
be waah•I to rellOYe -.11 aptrita. 'fh• aetho4 to be follow•~• tll• 
t11lftl1Mnt of thta regcd.r•ent. 

Claapter 1•· 
All •plo7er auat neTer wi thholcl the wage• of '11• 

workera. Ia ia one of the greateat of atu. 
WMn a •n loea a gool 1••4, an angel ia or .. tel 

therefroa to proteot h1•1 if a wrong ta oo .. tttel, an eTil 8*pirit 
emanatea. 

QMpter a. 
Peaoe 1• preotoaa. Curaing leada to •1••17• Qaa­

rrela are t.o be a.otlel. 

signifioanoe 

menta. If it 

Chapter 11. 
. 

Iabbaliatto referenoe t o the tour wtnla an4 their 
to •D• 

The aolll ( tt•~J) puaea through anen oompart­
a11ooeaatGll7 r .. ob•• the aeTenth, tt beoo••• an angel. 

Qhapter lf. 

!here are eleTen oaaae1 of 1J11oleanlin•••. 1405 Sb&­
clt a repo1e on the nails of a •natraoaa woman. Jlan aaat aToil oon­
taot with her. Rule• whioh are to be ob8G'Tea in the aotv of 1nter­
oourae. 

Qbapter 18. 

Qaotea fro• the author of ~rS7' •h::a.UI. When be na 
about to die, a man holding a oanll• appeared to him and announoel 
that hi• aerita and wrongs bad been ••lghed and that God ba4 .4•oree4 
life for him. 

Strangers aot be weloomet into 1he hou••· .looout 
of Rav Yeahiel, Who during the Spaniab 1n1Qu1a1t1on, lived in a ••a­
ooast town and welooael an4 prOT1e1oned the fug1t1T••· 

ETer7 good 4••4 11 ohi11•lle4 before God. 

Chapter 19, 

Jiu 1• in 4ut7 bound to atuq Torah eTer7 4&7· 
17 meana of pra7er, Simeon ltn Yeobai aTerte4 the 

death deoree of RaT Iaall' 
When a righteous mn 41ea, aa117 soGla from Gen Men 

approach to .. oort bi•· 

Chapter 20. 

'!bree time• eaob 4a7, the lathers are rev1T•4 ana 
they pr~ for 1he1r 4eaoen4anta. Xlijab poare waters over their hanla. 

Bsbortat1on to keep awa1 from ignorant people •bile 
traTtlling. Stor7 of a ob114 who traTell.el w1 tb e ignorant old •n, 
but left bi• to ~oin two rabbi•· 
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Chapter 21. 

lie •ho atu41•e li ttl• ( Aooor41ng to tbe ti• be oaa 
apare) and he who at114i•• muoh are equal 1·n Qocl '• e7•• proY14•4 the 
toner atucliee ~. . 

- - A Bar llltaYa ta a great eyent for on that cla7 a aoul 
from u4G' Qo4 '• throne ta g1Yen to the oan414ate. 

Qhapter 12 • 

._•1gn appear• oA the forehead of one •ho perform• 
a goo4 4ee4. Llk.wi•• a .. rk beooaea eTi4ent on the torebea4 of oae 
•ho oo~lta a wroag. Jbm ia a •toroooaaua. 

Th• pto11a are puiahe4 tn 1h1a world that the7 ~ 
enJ07 unallo7el happia••• in the tutlll"e worl4. !he •ioke4 are giTen 
aoae Jo7 here to c011penaate for their rejeotion from the nezt world. 

vllapter u. 
!hroa.gh pra7er ll8D .. 7 aeoure God'• favor for otbera. 
'!hrollgll prafer repentance, aina are blotte4 gut. 

Chapter 2•. 
While walking alone, one ahould rehear•• the !orah. 

Then the il,"" ~.,\SO •ill be aTo14ed. 
l'aate plaoea are inhab1te4 b7 llas1k1m. 

Chapter 26. 

It one is mlaerl7, bi• wealth ts rule4 oTer b7 
She41m an4 Maaiki•· 

Chapter 26. 

ATo14 eating at the home or a miaer. 
The atranger at the table should be treated with 

C)Wpter 27. 
. 

Rr.-er 1• •e1gbecl to determine it• titnesa to be 
adaitted to God. 

une must n~t negleot the d oing of a Kit&Tab in ord­
er to clo aome buain•••· 

Chapter 28. 

When a poor llall pra7a, the doors of heaYen are op­
ened to him. Suoh a pr&7•r bas preoedenoe oYer all others. 

Three times during ••oh 4a7, the d.eT1la fi7 to their 
unclean placea. The three timea of prayer haTe been tized to ooinc1~• 
•1th their 4eparture troa the AT1r. 

Chapter 29. 

He Who aYoida magio gain& the futue life. 
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Claapter 30. 

'!bere are toar olaa••• of ohar1t7-g1Tera <••• •ran•-

Chapter 31. 

lo4 hearken• to the prqere reoltel in tile moratmg. 
At tbat time the atok are oostortable. 

~uiabam ta are tntenl•4 to o lean the 11 uer of Ile 
uoleanlin••• of 11le 4n11. 

'!bere are oertain 1979 apon which the .. aaenger• of 
Goa bring auttering to tbe people. 

Qapter llj 

!h••• d979 ar~; 17th of CheehaYan. 6th of SheTat; 
10th of Alar. 16th of Jiau. 19th of I7ar; 16th of S1Tan; 17th of 
SiTan; 2•th an4 16th of Tam.Das; 20th of Ab; 16th of Ab; and 11th of 
El1ul. Th••• are langer la7a. E'fil 1• potent. .l eh114 
ahoul4 be ooTerel •hen Tent.aring out then. 

tion. 

Qlaapter 13. 

~r97er Whioh the repentant should utter. 

Chapter M. 

'?he thinga that bring about HeaTenl7 exoommmlioa-

aetampa7oho•i•: Stor7 of a man •hoae. soul enterel 
a clog beo~aee he oo .. itte4 alulter7. · · 

Chapter S6. 

A aoa'a atad.J of the torah benefits hi• 4eat parenta. 
Cme ahoull a1wa1s weigh oarefull7 the oonaequenoea of hi• 4ee4. 

Chapter 36. 

CDotea the iohar : Man born UMla oertain ooutella­
tio11~ 11a7 be llllfortanate. lo pra7er oan ahange hi• lot, bat Qol 91'7 
put hi• soul in another bo47 oreatel at a more taTorable time. 

R0Tert7 -1 be due to ain. On the other ham , a 
righteous man who 1• poor, reoeiTea a touble reward in the future 
life. 

the p.arpoae of t:bia lite 1• to inherit the future. 

Qaapter 37. 

iohariatio interp9~at1on of the thre~ahllar•• of 
night aa obaerTed in heaven. 

Ezhortatton to oome to the SJDagogue an4 pray wt th 
ferTor. 

Rea.Yen help• thoae who •iah to do goo4. 
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0hapter as. 
!be Tarioaa •t•p• taken b7 eaoh pra7er lefore tt 

~aataatio interpretation• of pra~er8' ent17 into 

Chapter •· 

Appeal tor haailit7. 

Qhapter •o. 
!be aoal of a aiuer i• plaoea 1.n the boa, of an-

other per8on, or an1 .. 1, tree or atone in or4er t :o •k• amenta. 
to help the poor, ahoal4 be one'• great 4ea1re. 

Cb.apter •1. 
A 4efin1te time each 4aJ' 8hou14 be aet aei4• tor 

th• refleotion an4 ae4i ':'. tation apon the holiness of Goa. 
OD• llhoQll be •i lllng to learn 1~rom ohi 14ren. 
th• Centore in pra71ng ought to pq aore att•nt1on 

to the meaning an4 not the tue of the pra7er8. 

Chapter •1. 
Oae auat alwa7a oont .. plate hie en4, and by cona14-

ering the thing• that hhder repentanoe, aYoi4 tllea. 

Chapter •3. 
tion.) 

!he 24 things that preyent repezltanoe( aee tranala-

J114ge •Yer7 -•· eYen 7011r en•JDJr ~l,:31 "P~ • 
Re who urges hia neighbor to 41tapenae ohari t7, 4o •• 

more than it he were to giY• ot hie own. 

Chapter ''· 

lo one clare reap ·~ enJo,aent 1~rom the clepoai t 
(pledge) ct the poor, nor ahoGld one aot haaghtiJL7 toward th••· 

Chapter 46. 

leoeaaity of prapng •1th XaYUIL· 
lto17 of a •oma.a who tho11ght he1~ hQaband ignorant, 

bat 4iaooYered him to be a aoholar. 

abapter •&. 
Cleanline•• of bo47 ia imper a ti 1re. Unoleanli .. ~• 

1• an obatacle to pra7er. It garments are obta111e4 through falae 
means, or robbe17, the7 aook th• wearer. Tailor11 •a•t be pail anl 
in return the7 are to make a perfect garmnt, udl return what gool• 
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ba9 been left oyer. 
!he plaoe a!>oat the lleaaa• aut be kept ole&D. It 

1• a proteot1on againat the She41•· 

Cb.apter ''· 
Repen~• eaanatel before Gl• oreatioD ot th• wor14, 

tor wt tJuuat 1 t •• worll ooal4 aot eDIV•• Bapeoial~ oD th• eqa1D• 
osea &lld aol ~atio•• 11 it neo••aal7 to repent. 

Chapter •&· 
The lhotar oall.9 •n to repeDtano•. Esaaple ot a 

man who bamble4 hiaaelt that hi• p~•r aigbt be aooept•l· 

Qbapter 49. 

~aating and tta aignitioan•· 
!he bl•••ing that aoora•• to one •ho ata41ea the 

Torah. 

ChQter 60. 

!he poor aaD'• ottering 1• alwa7a aoceptable to Oo4. 
Sto17 ot a rioh aan Whoae ottering •a• not aoo.,te4 beoaaae it waa 
not proportionate t~ hi• inoome. 

~bapter 51. 

34an'a bo47 ahoalcl alwa7a be in a 1tate of p~rit7. 
\'lhen prvtng, he sboalcl ask that hia bocl7 beoome the seat of 1he Sh•· 
ohinal.. If a 11&D penRt hi• •7, he beoo•• amenable to the :i-.." 1'-.bo • 

Ohapter 62. 
-

A feTeriah perforanoe of ri taal cloea not impl7 a 
pious heart. Stoq of a woman •ho •••med ao4eat bat hrnect oat to be 
a harlot. 

ahapter 68. 

Qo4 require• that hi• ch114ren aooorcl him ho~or . Eigbt 
things b7 whiuh ma.D "an rightly hcngr Gvd. 

"Oft faith. 

The Torah m~st 'b• &t~d.ied f..,r its O'o&"n a&Ae and with 

A room aho'114 bt aet ae14• in the home for atudy. 
P!zhormtat1on to &Toid philosophy, because it brtaka 

Do not put your teacher to aheme b¥ delighting to ask 
questions which te cannot aiiawer. 

Chapter 54. 

Book• ••t la• ••11 bout . llotee zi 1-r1on 'lao . 1'iso 
1lall 1r&11e4 troa hi• graye and pun1ahe4 beoauae h• had not taken pro­
per oar• ot hi• book•· 

for parents. 
Lo•• for teaober ahoul4 be more • i•portant than loye 



thfl Zohar are all~ep~t~ ~1 
qaartera iD h•a.•D· 7'VV1 

~ lea:l'll14 1111.D •aat ,. aooor4•4 great hoaor. 

Oha)»ter 66. 

ID orler to be oopisant of wrong 4oi111. eaoll Olll 

1• urge4 to write 4o•D hi• aiDB• 
Before leaT1Dg th• ht•• ill th• morDtng, the Keasua 

moat be approaohel aa4 011rtaia pra11ra utt1rl4. 

Qbapter 66. 

To near tale1l7. ta to iDocar Goa'• •ra th. 
Go4 oreat14 a ola•• of ang1la to 4o llall'a bil4iDg • 

Chapter 6'1. • 

atacli•• Torah. 

!he lh•obinall appear• at the 4eathbe4. 
JlaD'• •onatng pra71r ia aDDoaaoe4 in HeaTen. 
!he bleaaing of the Sb.eohinah reata upon him Who 

Chapter 68. 

Sto17 of a rabbi •ho liatene4 attentiTel1 to the 
interpretation ot a paaaa .. gi••n b7 a abtl~, an4 aokno•l14ge4 him 
as a rabbi. !hi• 1n41oatea that 1he Babbi~ lo•• for Torah ••• ao 
great that he••• willing to 11eten to a oh114. 

Women mut be ao41et •la• their oh114ren Will be 
4eep1ae4, andrpoor. 

Lilith tllhabite the ho .. where mo41at7 401• not 
l•ell. 

Qbapter 69. 

The E•e 11tt1ra in th• y•Uf Jt){', f' are 1qu1Tala t to 
the . 248 limba in the haman bo47. blll"J word of it bringa holineaa 
to a limb. 

laftering ahoull be aooept14 •illingl7. 
A 41etro71r named Tolah aoo .. 14 the J .. a of '11• 

aina oommitt1d daring the night, but the tam14 offering w1alc1n14 
him. Hence the reoi tal of tbe 'T ... ,. "~"'• i• neo1aea17 •••7 aorning. 

~hapt1r 60. 

lhe l•B i1W'1 -" 1~i- oorreapon4 tu the 2•e limba. A 
mits•ah 1e giTen to 1Ter7 limb. 

Chapter 61. 

!1ra4e againa t th09 e •ho are • o glwittonoua aa to 
&rink Wine 1arl7 in the morning anl t:ti.oae Who are oonatutl7 think­
ing ot the needs of the atomach. Deceit ia a great ain and brings 
clown the wrath of Go4. 

Chapter 62. 
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Qaapter 6&. 

lbea a ... oollllld.'• a aiateet,. ht• frlenl ahoall .... 
hi• thereof, but the warning aho1114 be clone in priYate ant not in 1be 
preeeme of •Q people. 

'hapter 61. 

If a -·• prqera are annerel, let hi• aot iugl• 
that he 1• altogether righteoaa. It 91&7 b• that Got 1• t1re4 of hi• 
prqera and toea aot want to h-.r th•• &A7 •re. If a •n'• prqer• 
are not anered, let hi• not be Uaoouraged, 1 t ua7 be tilat Gol 4•­
light• to hear hil pra7era. At all eYenta, prqer a11at be uttered 
fro• the depth of the heart. 

Qlapter M. 

The importance of o•nix .J)0.J.:>1' , 

Chapter 66. 

•uoh honor i~•• to 
the latter auat retain hi• •• •••· 

(.,,, 

the atulent of the Torah, bat 

Chapter 66. 

ae-..barraeae• hi• frienl in public, aoea not merit · 
the future life. 

To apeak eYil of the r1gbteo118, arouaea the Jlaaikia. 
There are eYil apirita 111hc watoh tor our•••· 
Let .. n oona14er that hi• lite i• fleeting. 
'rh.011 wlao revile th• words of the •iae, suffer moat 

••••r•l7 in Gehinoa. 
Jlan should devote aome of hi• time to atu47. If he 

1• ignorant, let him aet aaid• definite hours in 1d:L1oh he oan liaten 
to oth91'• who warn hi• against oomaitting ain. 

wcrld· 

Chapter 67. 

Chiltren aaa t be taught Torah and the •&J• of the 
Hia hoae should be a Te11pl• •herein no unhol7 apeeoh 1• hearl. 

Qhapter 68. 

!he 41fferenoe between lefeeh, leahaaa, and Ruaab. 
Each 1a looali114 in the bod7. 

lt is poasible for man to all7 himself with Lillith, 
and produce children. 

To read the S~ema before sleep prevent• Keri. 

Chapter 61. 

fhe Maohalath appears to man in the 4~ in the form 
of a charaing woman and torcea him to oohabit •1th her. Stor7 of the 
children of euoh a union •ho claimed a portion of the father's inheri­
tance. 
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I 

llan who oarel•••l7 tbro•• away brea4 ormab• expo• e11 
bimaelf to the illflaenoe ot Lilith. 
MeallS for the preyention of ~•ri. 

l· Let the 1 .. geot one's father be oonJ119•4 •P• 
&. Let a ring b• 1184• in wh1oh oertain nu•• are 

engrav•4· a. Dip it in JU.ua. 
'· ~ut 1~ on finger . 

Qhapter fl. 

When one ia in 4iatr•••• let him r•1air to the o••~ 
etar7. Th• aoula are there to ocnve7 the prayer to ea'YeD• Soalt 
return to their bo4iee on hol14.,-a aDcl the bo41•a arise from the 
gra'Ye. 

Cbapter 71. 

!be abeohinah reats on the children who ata.47. 'rb.eir 
work i• pleaaing to Qo4. !he aohool aa.at be kept olean. lletho4 of' 
ini tiatins the oh114 into the etu4y of the Torah. •eri t of man •h~, 
being ohildleaa,rai••• an orphan; Whoa• home is open to those wbo 
wieh to ata.47. 

Chapter ?a. 
'?be aoul& 1• Ja.4ge4 in Rea'Yen each night. 
~o etu47 a t midnight ia to aaaooiate with the rig~t­

eous in Qan Eden. 

laapter ''· . 
Ila 1• oonatantl7 aurroa.n4e4 by tho• e who help bi•t 

further bis thoaghts. be tba7 gooa or bat. Envy is the reet of macll 
evil. 'l'be angels testify for or againet a man. Be happier at the 
opportGDit7 of doing a good 4ee4 than of having acquired a preoioa11 
stone. 

"hapter 76. 

The Sabbath obaenanQe is moat important. 
Bulllple of Tillage folk who asaembling for satu41q 

service, speak onl7 of buaineae •ttera; of teacher• who penai t th11 
doing of forbidden .. ; thing• beoause they have been brib•I· 

Chapter• 76 & 77. 

Tbe eoul i• adorned with crown• and garlands befo1~e 
it 4esoen4a into a bod7. Story of CbayUf fital, Who exercised a Rciaoh 
frcm a woman who had apoken ahamefal tbinga. 

Chapter 78. 

Stor7 of Simeon ben Yoobai. who aa1d that he ha4 11el­
ected hi• seat in the future lite. 
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When preaeh1n.g, a •n abou14 not eapbaa1•• the 

taalt• or ori•• of Maa, Joaeph'• 'bretllern, laT14, or ·Other ptoaa 
men. 

Chapter Tt. 

Deaoribea the weloome prepared ill HeaTen when a 
pious man 41••· 

The great treat that await• him ill paracltae, la he 
paaae1 awa7, banda of angel• oo•• to eaoort him to heayea. BY•• 
Abraham, Iaaao, and Jaoob ooae forth to greet hi•· 

What a .. ll ta aabame4 to do in public, he 8houl4 
aToi4 4otng ill aeoret. 

Qbapter ao. 
It 1• aat4 that Ari ooul4, b7 looking at a man, tell 

the aina he hacl ooaaittet. It it ie poaaible for a hDll&D being to 
detect sin, how aaob aore ao oan Go4• 

.BeooUllt• the auffering ill Gehinom ot a •n who Tio­
late4 the oomaaa4• of the Torah. Howner, hie aon'a piety antJ atu47 
alleT1ate4 the 41atreas ot the parent. 

'l'be ltad411h brtnga the J>&r•nt into Gen. Eden. 

CU.ter e1. 
The mother 1• reaponaible for the wa7s of the oh114. Uauall7 ahe 1• 
unwilling to haTe hi• pun1ahe4 b7 h1a father or teacher. 

{.hapter 82. 

Women 4reaa in the manner beat calculated to attraot 
the attention of men. 

Hebrew. 
Rarenta te~h their children rrenoh in preference to 

~aith in Go4 1• supplanted b7 faith in .. ne7. 
Jew eyer remind themaelTes of the 4eatruotion ot the 

Tempi•· 

Chapter ea. 
All oreaturea are God's own. Do not kill •D¥ inaeot 

neeclleaal7. There are Jewa who shoot unolean animals for practise 
sake. That ia illhUMD· 

Do not aiatreat Tegetation. 
'l'be angel• oalled Serafim, are appointed t~ pWliah 

tho1e who 4eapiae their fellow aen. 

Chapter 8'. 

The rich man who does not acknowledge the greeting of a poor 11a11 1• 
a Gazlan. There 11 no need for pride. BYer7 man should greet hia 
fellowman kindl7 and 1mpart1all7. 

Chapter 85. 

The pr97er a •n should utter when he awakens. One 
should be punct111ou• in the washing ot the han4a. 

Gbapter 86. 
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Qne •houl4 delight in the reoital of the P17uti•• 
To oona14• them ligbtl.7 ia to ehorten o .. • '• lite. The author• 
were gr .. t .. n for •ho• airaclea ••r• pertormet. Stor7 of Solo­
mon Alkab•• who waa kill•I by an Iahmaelite. and the bo47 buriet 
in his gar4en. On that apot a fruit tree bloaaoael before ita 
time. !hro11gb thi• •iraole the ala7er waa apprehenle4 an4 hangel. 

Q>.apter 87. 

It a JDaD re~oioea on Yoa !oT ant 4oea not ~·· 
ao .. thing to th• poor, he i• 4eap1ae4. !he poor ahoo.14 reoeiT• 
a portion of 1T1r7 aeal. He •ho ainp i•w• rx •1th bTana will 
merit to behol4 the face of the Meaaiah. 

Chapter 88. 

!he month of lieu ia a hol7 month. •• Tieit to 
the 01meta17 ahou14 be •le. It la the ti me for repentance. 'rile 
ecula of the r1ghteoua pra7 tor men in theae da7s. 

Cbapter 89. I 

ODe auat oba•T• Peaaoh and the reaoTal of Chameta 
p1111otilioaal7. 

Chapter 90. 

Bt'.r7 one •ho buaiea hiaaelf With preparation for 
ieaach, 1nTal14atea th• llas1ktm. •• bgrn Chamets on the 14th be-
cause the lla&ik1• are potent then. · 

Chapter 91. 

••et for the oaring and proT14ing of the poor. 

Qhapter 9E. 

!he 0011Dt1ng of the Omer 11 enJo1n•4 beoauae the 
Iaraelitee •ere ateepe4 in 11Doleanlineaa dllring the forty 4a7a, 
but on the 60th, the7 ••r• brought oat in holineae. 

Cbapter 93. 

llan mbould n1Ter indulge in unreatra1ne4 gait7, but 
should alw"7• oall to mind the oaptivit1; the reaoyal of the Shech­
inah, and the oonaequent aaoendance of Lilith. It would be well to 
awake during the night or J uat before 11le lawn and bewail the 41 e­
peraion. 

C)apter ''· 
It 1• encumbent upon eye17one to be parttoularl7 aad on the tth of 
Ab. Ievertheleas. m&JQ' oome to .ahul with an inexhau1tible t11D4 ot 
levity. These people will not behol4 the coming of the ?leaatah. 
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Chapt•r ta. 
H• Who bu114• a Saooab OTG'OO•• the L111t1l. 

Qbapter 16. 

AD aoooumt of Charnakah. ror •T•J good 4eel an 
angel ia created. 

Cbapter t'I. 

!he faat of Bather ta nee4e4 to help wipe ••&J the 
ain• which aen are liable to oo .. 1t on Ruri~ •hen the7 get drunk. 

Chapter 98. 

!he 1·-nt ~T.- •'"'" -"T•, were ereo.te4 aim11ltaneo11al7 ill 
order to make poaaible the eziatenoe of the worl4. 

Ohapter tt. 

llll'ill• The ator7 of Eather .. at be read with KaTa­
na. A hol7 worl4 in HeaTeD 1• reTeale4 at the time of the reading 
of the aoroll. 

Olle ahoul4 •ath• before the rea4ing of it. C~atoa 
in Roland of putting Oil a white ahirt ancS white breeohea. Gift• 
ahould be 41apenae4 to the poor. 

Chllpter loo. 

!he aim of life ahoald be perfeotion. 

Chapter 101. 

A man who ohaatiaes hi• neighbor for doing wrong, 
brings about • things: · 

l. ~e world is Ja4ge4 aa if the people'• 11Tea are 
equall7 4iTi4•4 between sin and KitsTah. If one preTenta from sin­
ning, the balance 1• in faTor of the MitsTah. 

2. ~· command T-" '""' .n" 1'•.>1a ft'''" 1• fulfilled. 
3. !he glor7 of Gbd is enhanced. 
4. The aoul 1• oarrie4 through 13 4oora, and pre­

'1ented to God who blesses 1 t. 

Chapter 102. 

demption. 
Deaoribea the Temple that will be built at the re­

Iatan and his ban4 Dill be oTeroome. 
olination •ill be subdue4. ~. eTil in• 
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!he hT Bgaahar. 

the book 4er1vea ita title tr~• 1he taot tbat it 

contain• a hu4r•4 ancl two ohaptera ( ~r> wboae aumerioal Talu• oor­

reapon4• to the numerical Talue ot the author'• name ( ·~j ,. 102), 

while B&7••har 1• an anagram ot the author'• a144le name • 

Th• ts.rat •41t1o~ appeared in Frankfort 17~6. i. 

the Sulzbaoh edition of 1816, a Jud.aeo-Otrman tranalation ••• publ1ah­

e4 tor the ·tirat time in oonmotion w1 th 1he liebr•• text. The book 

has paaeed through an1 e41 ti on• teatit7ing to 1h e ~pular1 t1 it •• 

enjo7et, am maintaina town to our ti•••· I.ike the ,,•Pil .Q•-'tt bJ 

Iaaoo .f.boab, it, too beoaae a tamilJ book, being reacl with av141tJ 

by both 7oung and old. !he ta117-land oharaoter ot man1 ot it• pagea 

and the naive, ohild-lik• tanc1 to which the author often giTea es­

preaaion, aufticientl1 explain the hold it hed upon the popular mini. 

Stories of Lilith, and the oapricea of her aaaociates; aocoimts of 

angels and their ecl1citu4e tor nankind; elaboration of a •orld-or4_. 

peopled with nocturnal lemons, ep1r1ta, and hostile forces; 4eacr1pt-

1ons of lieaTen with its eaohanting paradiae for the righteous, and ot 

Hell with ita Satanio environment, a!Jd diabolical torture - all oap­

tiTate the imagination, ancl help to persuade man to each•• evil. 

Since the author ia thoroughlJ imbued with the doctrines an~ spirit 

of the Zohar from which he borrows profuael7, ancl is in oomplete ao­

oord •1th the .11•&»,., i'~~r of Iaaao Luria and '-ha~im Vital, it 11 not 

~ iffio~lt to un4aratan4 hie love tor the miraouloua, and his delight 

in wonder-working. The Zohariatio world-view forms the oolorful 

baokgroUlld for hia moral philoaoph¥• BTU'¥ truth to whioh be giTe• 

utt•ranoe is plaoed in relation thereto. The following citation• are 

to be explained in the light of this taot: 
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Qaa1t•r 1 • .,_.,. 20. 

tm it 1• •ell non that the air ( , ·1x ) ot the worl4 ii fillet 
with tb8 inn" nuo and with -zqa·A•lu~s-who are male of the 
aina ot .an. '!he1 hewer in the world in the ,. ""' aa 1 t 1• ••­
t1onp4 -117 ti••• 111 the Zohar. And one ought to tear leat ill 
hil going to tbe ayugogue ,. D !JIJl'1' ahould oleave to the UD 
who hurriea to go to the Synagogue. 

Chapter 6, Tera• 3. 

And tn thi • ohapter, I 1'i 11 •r1 te oo noern ing the 
p'11li8h••nt of the aoal wbioh the nan fleeka(aoile) in thia worlt. 
Kilo• that the 1·t" of the worl4 1e t1lle4 w1 th the souls of men 
who are not yet able to enter thn r resting plaoe. .Taat as t-be 
pupils of a1 teet1fie4 that he taught them. Know that the "l' I K 

of the world and its Taea1111 ta f1lle4 with aoula that have been 
reJeoted; that are UD&ble to enter their reeting plaoe. One time 
Ari went to stu117 Torah in tbe field and he eaw that all the 
trees were tilled with numberless soale. Lik .. iae~n the field 
and on the aartaoe of the water, there w~re myriads of souls. !hi'\ 
Ari aeke4 thea what was the reason tor their being there. They 
annera4 that they were 4r1Ten oat from out the holy oirole be­
oaase they did not repent their sins. and they prevented their 
fellowmen from repenting. &n4 now they wander lthroughout the 
world) on the earth an4 111 the 1 ' IA. And they heard a Bath 
Kol announcing throughout the •orl4s that there was a rig).aeoue 
man 1n the land, Ari\-.ho had the power to reeatabliah these · 
oaat out aoula, therefore they gathered about him to entreat hi• 
to have mercy and reestabliah them that they ma1 be able to enter 
their plaoe of rest and not bear their great burden and he prom­
ised to 4o whatwTer poaeible for them. 



A. t111th and the She4tm. 

I Ia poet-biblioal lit1ratar1, Lilith appear• •• a 

i•taonof night. Br. lOOb. 4eacribea her as a ••4uot1Te. woman wtth 

long hair. while Shab. 16lb. 4eclarea that ahe goea about at ntgbt 

fastening her•elt upon a127one •leaping alone in a room. In the 

latter mi44le agea. the 97attca aaa1gne4 a more definite form t~ her. 

She beoomea a noota.rnal demon. aaaaming auoh ahapea as aerT• her 

needs. and bJ her netaricue 4o1nga atrikea terrotltn the heart1 ot 

people. Kai4angyer. 41•c1ple of the 1D7atioa. marahala th• acco11Dta 

~f the activitiea of Lilith an4 her ilk. ajA doea not he•ttate to 

reoord them. Tbua. •he ia pictured aa a ae4uoer ot men; an ene~ 

ot children; an aoc.aaer of Iarael and an 1nat1gatpr of ••11. •• the 

following pasaagea auffioiently ill&1ataate. 

Qbapter 12. yerae 9. 

Jdt as did happen ~ • ~haaid. une of the band ot 
Lilith appeared in a dream to him; and she assumed the form of 
his wife in order to induce a nooturnal em1aaion. Suddenl.7 the 
~ha•14 heard the aolUld of a fi~t knocking at the window like 
that of a man and he awoke. Then 414-thia pious man re~ognise 
the loye of the ~reator who did not abandon hi• love, but apare4 
him from 00111111 tti ng the sin of •, \' • 

Chapter 9, verse 14. 

Behol4 our rabbis have already made known that Uie 
••looming of atrangers into the home 1• more importan~ tbam the 
reception of the Sheobina; for the giving of a morsel to th~ 
poor weakens the power ot 48~ Maehobiaim and also Lilith. the 
mother of the She41m,wbo is constantly on the watch to find some 
1nor1minating eTidenoe againat Iarael. 

"'hapter lu, Terse l. 

ETeryone •ho ~rranges a party on the occaeicn of a 
oirownciaion; an engagement or marriage, or oonfirna ti on( ;u.u .. :i. ) 
is in duty bound to inYite the poor to the feast, and to welcome 
them With friendly words. For be who when arranging a party in 
honzrof his son ~r da~gbter and doea not invite the poor, awak­
ens the acouaation of Lilith and Samael 10 that the host ia made 
to suffer pain and eYil decrees. 
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Chapter 22, Ter•e l. 

1'• haTe alr•a'7 •tate4 that the nee41••• eaiaaion ot 
semen 1• a sin. Concerning thi•, DaTid aai4, •TGrn awa1 r, 
e7e• trom beholding talaehood; in thy path let me liye.• '?he 
real meaning ot the pr&Jer was to haTe God turn awa1 hi• e1e• 
from looking upon torbid4Ht obJeota. t. e., women, so that he 
migat not haTe an ••i•sion at night. That 1• wlq he ueed the 
word a· u., •ho•• aUJHrioal Talue is eqaal to '-"' •hioh form the 
first letter• of M~~~•. He, therefore, pra7e4 that h• •ight 
not behold t:be Mnd ot Lili th that are oalled ''~ ~ for Lil1 th 
cauaee aan to emit semen needlessl7. 

Chapter 66, •er•• l. 

In the Gemara, it is atate4 that wild animal• co .. 
into the worl.d as a result of fAl•e oaths. Know, howeyer, that 
the true meaning of animal as uae4 b7 the Gemora in thi• inat­
anoe ia Lilith, the mother of She4i• who arcuaes in Res•en m&llJ 
evil 4eoreea againat Iarael. She dwells in the house where the 
false oath has been uttered, and till• the 7oung children. 

Chapter 66, ••ree 9. . 
~ Therefore a man must warn his children and household 
~o accgatom themeel••• to eaths, promises, or the •triking of 
hands(to aaalll!e an agreement). Re Who fears God should pra1 
that his chilclren stumble not b7 uttering Gaths that -are falee 
for he who i• not particular eonoernins this, makes room for 
Lilith that ahe may dwell in the houae and destroy hi• ohildren. 
AocoQllt is taken of him and his familJ, and ban• are produced 
against him, and he is oonatantl7 mentioned for eTil. therefore 
be who guard• h i e soul will keep tar from such atumbling. Re 
•111 then merit tha* God will bless him With prosperity. 

Chapter 58. Terse 5. 

f.speciall1 mast he warn the women not to let the 
hair of their heads be seen, for auoh a sin cauaea her children 
to ~ecome poor and despised of men. EYer' home in Wh1oh mcde1tJ 
is not foQlld. there Lilith 11Tea, caaet•@tlluch harm to the 7oung 
chilclren. 

Chapter 69. Terse 1. 

It ia neoesar1 for man to know that the ~aohalatb 
~nd her band appears at times to man even when he is awake. and 
she is in the f~rm cf a beaut iful wvman, and exhi bits pleasant 
coQlltenance and has intercourse with him, and oh1ldren are born 
•ho are oalled iarim(atrangers) and Mashch1sim(destrcyera), and 
finally she kills him and hi• legitimate of f spring, exaotl1 aa 
is portrayed in an 1n~1dent occuring in our days, for in the 
years 1641-1642, there was a s tore house atanding in the great 
market plaue of Fosen; its cellar wa~ l ocked, and no man was 
able to go into the cellar. vne day, a 7oung man essayed to 
enter, and within a quarter ct an hour the inhabitants cf that 
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houae f oun4 the 7outh 17ing 4ead OD the tbreahho14, -4 tu 
oamae of hi• 4eath ooalcl not be 41aooYere4; atter two 7eara, th• 
!laaohe••D 414 enter the hall, ana when the people who 11Ye4 
ther e prepared fool to boil, the~ would find in the pota,aaat 
and ashee . After that, the7 begaD to aasert themselves , and 
they entered the rooa1 where the people 11v•4· They took the 
vesaela and menorahs, and aoattered them over the floor. 

The7 did not injure the people, bat merely aggrav­
ated them. Thereafter the7 enter ed all the rooaa, ao that the 
oooupants were foroe4 to le•ve. A great ory aroae in Posen. 
!he oongregation were foroe4 to leave, matters reat no longer, 
and took oounael as to Juat what could be domt. Some attempte4 
magio but it was of no &Tail. ?hereafter a meaaenger waa 4ea­
patohed to the .well-known R.Joel Baal Shem. lo sooner 414 he 
arrive than he began to put them un4er a ban by the uae of t:he 
hoq name; and t o·roing tha to aake known the reaaon for their 
oom1ng to the hou•• whioh is ueed as a dwelling for people ( 
aDd not She41m) aino~ they oan only live in an 1111clean place or 
in the •ilderneaa, they azunrered that the house belongs to them 
by olaima ~at oan be Justi fied at oourt. 

?he7 agree4 t o appear in oourt. After a day or two 
had elapaed, the Judge• together with R. Joel Baal s_.m •••••b­
led. The7 heard a voioe of one pleadiDg, but no form was via1-
ble. Then one of them began to plead that in f ormer dais, a 
maD who was a goldamith dwelt in that house and owned it. While 
there, he lived •1th a Shed, who bore him strange ahildren and 
r.!ashohiaim. Lik .. iae, his true •it• gave birth t o offapring. 
But the goldsmith' eoal was bound oloeely with that of the Shel. 
At times, he was foroe4 to render his prayer ntgator1, and to 
leave the synago1~• to do the Will of the Shad. , Qnoe the gold­
smith arranged a first night Peaaoh Seder as was his custom. 
During t he aerTioe, the gcldsmith left the table and went into 
the lava tory. Ria wife soon followed after him to see what he 
was op to , and looking through. the keyhole, ahe aaw a beautiful 
room, in WLioh~ table laden wi th gold and silver uteneile an4' 
bed adorned •1th all kinds of f ine things, and iD thi e bed was 
a beautiful, nude woman, and the goldsmith was having inter­
oourse •1th her. 

Beoause of the great fear that had overcome her, tbe 
true wife ••turned to her home in great wrath. Within a quarter 
of an hour, the g~ldsmith also returned but found his Wife aing­
ularl¥ silent. The next morning , ahe repaired t o R. Shettal, 
and related to him all that had ooclll"red. 'l'he rabbi eent for 
the husband •ho oonfesaed that he was living with a shad. He 
then •rote an amulet with hol;; names ao that the goldsmith was 
compelled to abandon this strange woman. 

Before hi• aea.-.,ahe appeared betore him, and plain­
tively asked how he oould le~ve her and her oh114ren. She then 
preaenttid a very ~PPY oountenanoe and kissed him. Finally he 
was willing t o give her and her offapr1ng a ebare of the inheri­
tance. That portion was the cellar of hie home. After tbat, 
wars broke out in the provi aaea of Poland f rom the year 1648 -~ 
1698 and the gold8111th together •1th hia heir• die4. And ainoe 
g~a!:1E~r•f~.~=f~t 1fg8 0t8nA:Z.l~a~~.~is rightful heirs, and •• 
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The people who dwelt in the ho1l8e replied. • •• 
bought the houee from the goldam1th. but 7ou. ohiaonia • . are not 
legitimate 4eaoen4ant• ana 7our mother, Sbe4ith, toroel th• 
gol4•mlth to liT• •1th her! 

The 4eo1aion went torth to the effeot that the ahia­
onim haTe no ground for olaim an4 1bat th., are-ent1tle4 to a 
ehare of the houae. Their true home 1• in the •ildern••• and 
not among o1Tiliaea people • 

.ltter that R. J"el Baal Shem bened them and foroe4 
them to leaTe the houae and the oellar and go to the woods and 
•il4ern•••· All "11• 1• e'11'fioient proof that when man eepou•­
•• Lilith or a Shed of the llaohalath band, he and hi• faaiq 
are aproote4 ao that no mention ia •••r male of them. There­
fore, let eTer7one keep away from fol1l1oat1on so that no Shed 
appearing in the .fora of a woman .. , oome to him or hie ohild• 
ren and bring evil upon him. 

But he who f enoea hi .. elt in and oleaTel to the wife 
of hi• 7outh; who 1• aa a v1ne7ard, then he is happ7 an4 hi• • 
aoul 1• bl•••ed in that he 4i4 not giYe of his •treng)a to oth­
era. A man ahoald be oareful not tc emit semen nee4leaaly, bat 
it he does oo11111t thi• 4ee4 either intentionally or unawares, 
let him quiokl7 repent and h• •111 enjo7 blessing. 

~hl!pter 70, verse '· 

He who does not oarefull7 guard the morsel• of breal 
1n4uoea L111th(who•e numerical Talue ia •~ whioh, when read 
baokwar4a beoomea t ~~ ) •1th her '80 (banda) aaaooiatea. an4 
•h• hoTera over the house until the owner ia rendered iiapeoun­
ioua. 

Chapter 90, Y•r•e 2. 

It la known that Satan and Lilith are oonatantl7 ao­
ousing Iarael and seeking to bring harm upon the people. And th• 
n1111erioal Talu• of Lilith 1• ~-~ oorreaponding to the 480 
bands that aoouae the Israelites. 

It i• alao a known taot that on Yom Xipnur, Lilith 
has no power oTer the Jews . Our rabbis say tha• the wora i~~ 
amounts numerioally to 36•. and the number of da7s in a 7ear 
1• 365, 1n41oating that one a.., in the 7ear is tree of the con­
trol of Lilith and that day is Yom Xippur. 

God also gaYe u the oommand of the Suooah. It ia 
•ritten1 • Vil the 15th da7 of the 7th month i• the teati Tal ot 
Saoooth. J\~o being written •1tho11t a Vav. amo\lnta to ., .. .11 • 

For Suoooth redaoe1 the power of Lilith, whose namerioal Yalu• 
i• ~ ".11 • ber7one who fulfills the command of buil4ing a 
Su~cah. invalidates Lilith. Tbereture , sino• on Yom Xippur, 
Lilith laU ne :pi.at bw9t;ilbaal .. t-•lt8*•l7 thereafter Lili'h 
and her band ~egin to aoouae Israel. fhen Iarael buaiea itself 
with Suoooth •hioh amounts to ~· · ,,. , to weak• the power -of Lili th. 
l'or eyer7 111 tna whoae numerioal T&lue i• ~·:.a renders the Lili th 
1neff eot1 Ye. 



I/ Bzoro18a and Wonder••vrkiDI 

!Ile f ollC111Jing ,..aage olearl.7 1lllll8trlatea the power• 

f aorotea attrilnatel to 91• praottoal h)iltaltet•/ !fh• h- bo47 

a• net onl7 tb8 teaple of the ap1r1t. b11t it •1ght be1i:some the abo4e 

C ff llil foroea Whoae preaeDoe teat1f1e4 to iihe aonl :lutabili ft7 of 

he in41T14ul. 17 aeua ot a apeoial 41apeneat1oD A.:rt and his 4ia-

1ple1 were oapabl• of expelling and baDDing the&• nil tnfluenoea/ 

ai4anc;,yer. with oh11411ke 1tmplicit7 reoorla 1no14ent:1 of auch a nature, 

hereb7 extolling the greatn••• of hi• maatera. 

Chapter 80, T•r•• 1. 

It 1• report•4 that ta the 4a7a ot Ari a great fear 
o't'eroame the wioke4 beoauae b7 looking at them be 001114 tell 
them eTVJ a1n 1lh ich tu7 ha4 comit tted atnce the.1 were fifteen 
7eara ot age/ Byen though a nan 11.ereq thought of a sin, he 
001114 tell tt. The Wioke4 would 'flee trom hi• lbeoauae of the 
abame the7 telt,1D that he might obaer.e them an4 make their 
tranagre111ona p11blio. 

~hapter 77. 

lt hap t-ened in the da7a ot ui, who bat a well 
learned and great 4iaciple, Rabbi Cha7tm Vital, that a women 
waa brought into 1.he Beth Ramec!reab who•• atriokeD with a 
aertoue 4iaeaee and it waa not known whether it waa 411• to a 
Ruaoh. a She4 or eome other force. Ari aaw that Whi~h poeeeaae4 
her and 4eolarel that the Buoh of a an wae enclae4 in her~ 
H.e thm 4eapatohe4 he•:r to her home/ To•rcla e't'ening, Ari 
inatruoted Cha7tm Vital tc;, go to the wo~n an4 ezoroi•• the 
aptrtt. lie a4•i••4 hi• to aot in a aubtle manner towards the 
R11aoh beoauae the latter 1• a great preTarioatar. 1¥ing three 
timea when aaked 1ta name. Ari inatruoted him in the aeoret 
arta of namae b7 meana of which he oould bring forth the Buaoh. 
Vital went there in the •••ning and before be entered the home 
of the poaaeaaed women, th• Ruaoh ap~k• to the men who were there 
and .. 11, "You wt 11 ••• th atVi tal wt 11 come here to dri•e me out 
ot the womo, but I aa not a f rai4. • He apok• thia lou417 and 
haughti17 a1 waa hi• want. All thia happened before Vital 
aaae. lo aooner had the Ruaoh aap1e4 Vital then he began to 
tremble, and, fal l ing upon his face ••14, •Babbi, I am not wortbJ 
to behold 7our worth7 faoe.• Then Vital aake4, "'Fho are 7.0u.• 
The Ruaob male anawer, •1 am ao--and --ao.• But he 11•47 ID 
answer to the aame queation put a aeoon4 ti•• and then a thirl 
he aleo apoke falael7. But at the fourth, he !•Te his true name. 

I 
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Then Vital began to •ntion the hol.7 namea, and the Rueb 
apealdng haraJll.7 and With auch obat1•07 •i4, " Iahall go 
out i111114iat1~.· It waa the intllltioa ot the Rueb to l••Y• 
by~ ot the neok. lie inten4ed to piero1 the aipa of the 
1h.m•n alll after at1nsalah1ag the light• in tu rooa, to ia~ar• 
an7one there. Vital, howeyer, un4eratoo4 thl• intention an4 
••14, "lt i• IW will '1lat 7ou 10 oat t:hroagh the aaall tiager 
ot the lett toot of t.tie .. ••• !he Ruoh 4eolare4 that he & alt 
ob17. Vital Jan that th• ll•all waa l7fag alll that it 1atenlel to 
kill the woaen. I11m14iatel7 he 4eoree4 a Cheri• that 1 t ahoall 
not go forth atnoe he lmn that it the Raaoh 414 go forth the 
woaan woald die. Vital left Ole matter thua and went to pra7 
in the ho•• of Ari. At the ooaoluaton at the aerYioe Vital 
tol4 A.ri all that hal occarred. The latter told Vital that 
all thia hat happne4 beoauae he went to the Raaah at night aDl 
not 4urtng the 4a7, ('!he night being the ti• when the Chi tsonitn 
preYail and the Dial• ant Ilaohoth are powerful.) After that 
Ari b14 tar .. 111 to Rabbi Vital,aoooapan71Jlg him as far as the 
4oor, (A thing which he ••• not aoouatome4 to do for the other 
atudenta.) Qn the morrow Vital procee4e4 to exoro1•• the Ruaoh 
whioh waa toroe4 to go out tbroaah th• amall finger of the womn '• 
toot. !he •• aa4 wo•• behtlt the Raaoh· which waa like a thl'·eaa 
ot fire an4 hear4 it or, alou4 and weep beoanae of ita 4eeda. 
Yi tal aakel 1 t the reeon tor 1 t a being tranaforme4 into a Ru.aoh .• 
It aanerel that luring ita life ti• it hacl been a •n of eY11 
tongae an4 a liar. It wae then aake4 ·~ permiaeion was grante4 
1 t to ente~ thie women an4 lo4ged there. To thia it 11B4e answ·er, 
that the gaY• it the neoeaear7 oonaent~ PreYioue17· 
it had been l71ng 1 the 4aet that ooYere4 the oh11me7 an4 waa 
forbidden to enter a peraon, until finall7 this particular wom-.n 
came to prepare tire r the cooking of toed for the tabbath and 
ue waa ain~ng ·~~,c - np. Beoause of that the R11ach wee !:1Y•n 
permiaaion to •nter her, 4welling within her tor three 7eara. _ 

\ l . • , ~(.r. 
• ". .1 • .,.. ""'.,,_ ~ 

l/_ ".../.·_A 



c. Sooial and Religioue Con4it1ona of the Tim•• 

Ino14ental}7, the author throw• :ito1DI light on gonl1t10Jl8 

prevailing in hi• 4a7. He bewail• the r•l18ioua torpor of the people; 

their luat for wealth; their 4ea1r• tor aeoular knowle4ge inatea4 of 

Torah; the an4eairable baalness aetho4a 1mplo7•4 bJ aome; the 1llllorup­

alot18ne•a of oongresational hea4a who rob the fund• entraatel into 

the: r oar•, an4 the immodest 4reaa of the women. 

Chapter 82 

I riMODSST DRESS \.IF WOKEJ s 
(Ju rabbi a aa7, •J>eoauae of tou.r th1nga our fath1r1 

were re4eeaecl from E17tt-beoaua1 of the merit• of the pious 
womn; beoaue M Iara1li te1 cl1 d not ohange thei r name• nor 
their language;aal -•oauae th17 maintainel their faith in Go4." 
Therefore it is olear that the tini redemption wi l l also cgme 
about through the merit of the W01Dlll· It ia inoumbent upon 
them to be more aocl.eat than the men and that the7 follow not 
the bent of their inolinationa in regard to their 4r••• through 
whioh men are led to err when the7 oaat furtive glance• at them. 
~e7 a44 •1n to tranagre1s1on by walking with neoka ereot ad 
ltira· to tr.J breasts. Who can tell the severity of the punishment 
which will be theiraf These women cauae much 4iatreE~ to their 
huaban4a for aome of them cs.1nlo t affor4 to clothe their wiv11 
wi th the aame laviahnees of their neighbora. Nevertheless 
they are indiff erent to their atraight1ned ciroumetanoea and 
cause their h uebands to bewail their fate. Finally the husband 
is compelled to go in . debt, or to commit some forbi~den aot 
in order t<i se~ure money so that bis wife may be prov i ded with 
the beautiful garments t hat her friends possess. Bot bei ng 
able t o pay hi b 4ebts, he is apprebaLtl ed or forced to suffer 
other 1n41gn1 ties. Theref<1r1 must ever1 m~deat and cle!)oent wo~ 
aee tc it that her conduct be eYer modest and 1rreproaebable• 
so t hat sh~ may merit to have propliats and pi~us men as offspr~ng. 

TnE TEA~aING ~F FREll~R: 
THE third merit t hat furthered the redempt~on of 

Egypt was the faot that the Iarael1tea did no t obange their 
la12guage which was Hebrew. But now, I observe a great hindrance 
bro'1ght about by ma~ people. We have it as the 1netruotion of 
o\lr f athere that every man must teach his 1oung son all things 
i n Hebrew. But alas then are ma~ whc t-.h their children 
French and other languagea. When the youth grows up the father 
p~s l it t le heed whether bis son goes t o t he •Jllagogue or not. 
~is only c oncern seems to be wi th Prenah and t he other tonguea. 
~en ;iougb we have it that t he Sanhedri n were abl e to apeti.k 
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sn•n'7 lang11&gea so that we aust ~nclu4• that the7 stu41e4 tbem. 
nnerthel.eas the language ua atuq cf tbe ? orah was the!~- .te4a­
aenta1 concern. nut in 1hes• tis.es. the •~7 of !"rnc:.h 1• all. 
izportant ana tbe st.47 of ~orah o~ 1~c14ental.. 

'!)~ ~ 'Fill'.a: 
?he fo vtil .. r1t '7 whkb. ov fatbera ••n n 11 K 

wu tile tr fai UL 1Jl Go&. kt ill th••• clqs l not 1c• that onq 
en• in a Ulouaanl }'Uta 8117 reliaDc• ill Ge>&. aatur 4o a.at -
req a ••lth ell4 on - 1a wb.oa there 1• DO help. ~ts 
bri.np it &boat tbat the poor are ill 4eepeat pellal'J. an4 the 
rich gr01r n.r aon proaperoa. Beoaase of tilia no on• puts 
his faith ill .... ~'b• natterers eonti.llm~ assen that they 
req Oil ~t;ie rtdl. ThQ do 110t reoall the 4atractt.~ll d the 
Tenpl.•. 9'.r clo tlwJ p~ tar 11a ratoratio•· U Uleir r.­
liance ••r• e Got th91 we~ co:-stant~ 1t01L"Pll the c1eatruct1.on 
c.f the ~eple. !here!cre ~ alaG111.I see to it tbat he aea.. 
net the recle•t1on. Let hill haY• fai Ul 1m Qo6. ~~ cne 
uc ta carefu •lu:Gt these fQ ar tld.n~ b• tllich oar t .. !h«r• were 
re4eec.ea. ~its to haatell '-llr rei-tttaa. i"or th• rec!aft1@ 
Till c; ~· a._ at apeel.1 q ill "ar ~ t.mollg)l th• -rt t of these 
f c. lll' things. 

~pter '. Yerae ie. 
I:..lOS~:;"S rav':l\.~ SY "?7.A..:JS ~ t:.~3 ~!'a-=&a..n~S ; 

\&.e tbizg brim;ss ak 1lt au~. Di.re 1.a a pe™n 
who u~-. wt.ah•• tc. l.on 1t ner others &%:.4 wu mk• mo Ua­
ttnoti'-1! M'1see-a gc~ ~ nU. lls 'i. a.are 1s ~ ntalal.1ah 
l".:1a pr....U.ellce; to rt tt.ate J.t-•t anl penert Jalgea. !lda 
p•n~rsic;.i?l c;,1° rtgbteolUmen E~~a.~ incline~ e wan to 4estl:.. 
- &iUlase ot his pricle. be speaks mareatra1t:e411' to the Wiae &o 
~- to relnlke h!E.. ftia stm i~ ~c be fo-4 among ..uq. 
espec1al.l7 ~g aie parnusill of congregstions -rb.o are sc ~rotl! 
t!lat !"he-;- bfiic t ~l1at1c!° upon t!le rabbi.a, (!he au th.er. 
sar.s the tramlator. rders to con41 tiGU }'HTa1.1h~ in hi~ 1&7 
wb• the beau c! the ccngreg:!tions d !.d ~'~ CQJlduct the•e1Tn 
proper~. BRt 1.D ~ ti .. the gGTeriment keeps s n ope!! e;-e u~c;n 
t?les. l bat ad.6•11~ the;r Wi~ 1 be eanaued am 'Sill pes oRt of 
tl::.e •~rld e.s a fleet1mg aha401r. : 

C.hapter 9. -.erse .;. 
. .., 
" 

TA• .:ongreptioBS cc.~s•i ! the 4•cn.4ants of 
Ala~. :saac. !:.Di Ja.;;ob are bei11g c.ru:ahet. hmsbl.e4. ~ !o~~­
t'"' gc aocut na ied and ba.re!~t beeaa.se ~ ~rfi\;erS .. ! ~be 
congregat1.'1r.s rob ~~ts. :he)' us enter 
that r & ·--es a::..i r'Qb s~ ~as t ~e~ la~ C'.:.. ~!: - n· ~_, 1.e&Te the 
~ 6asp;U911 ~t ~oU:aa ~ t.c E..~- ~ ~- tan tLe 
'::a:.!.~ ~ C.t:te:. -i. ~-:.i ~ .o:!:-.spQ ~-g -w~l:.srg ca:-: 2 
t.lwa S&Y• ~~e:1~~ st:r!m ~c.r a ta- h 1:.~ ~ ~.;ll ~r ra!.:D 
traait-aig alll. ~~1q ~Ter~-=e ~ rt~t:i.::s. ~ ~e lfE•"-"t £ 
•oul.4 a'do aasi s" ill .;Qll~b~~tg t.~ !ile !~as_~~ ~· 
b.u4en •"-ul.4 not be sc ~esv;;- :ipcn 'the mi441.e class ai:d t h e poor. 
'then is aU-l. a lt4re s e rluws tramagreaai;)n in that the o~f1cers 
eat •d c1ri.U 07 a.si ng the scne7 taken !rem eongregatLlnai !11Dla. 
!be~ also famish their c.h.114.res cl09er &Ld gifts to brici• and 
gro~•· ill. this is nothing 1ess than ro'b•Q t.Dli ut--rti."11. 
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nISRONESTY OF TAILORS: 

Chapter 46, verse 6 • 

.Tl18t aa the owner is in du t7 bound to P&7 wages wheD 
due ~o must the tailor be oareful net to spoil a garment or k••P 
anything of it eYen though some goods remain. He must return 
eTerything. Eowa4aya it is a common praotioe tor tailors to 
steal. They, ipso-facto, oomn1t two transgressions. In the 
first plaoe they spoil the garments. ln the aeoond plaoe thtW 
transgress the prohibition, wThou ahalt not steal . " For them 
thia prohibition is tantamount to a permit~ion. They do not 
even aont•mplate refo"lmling and confessing beoause they are steeped 
in sin and are not aware that their punishment will be severe. 

eom>ITIUiS PREVAILING II THE VILLAGES: 

Chapter 75, 

vur rabbis baTe aai4, waad Israel observed the first 
Sabbath,no nation or foreign tongue Wvuld have dominated them. 

. If Israel were to obsene two sabbaths they would be redeemed 
immediately." For the preoept concerning Sabbath obeervance 
is the weightiest of all oommanda. ~er~one who properly enJoys 
the S•bbath will be giTeD a boundlees inheritance. I have observed 
eustoma among the Iaraelitea in ma~ of the scattered villages 
wb.i~h beamirch the honvr of ~e Sabbath. 

In the first place I have seen mazcy who vn Fr14a1 
night go into the taTerna and eat and drink until they beoome 
as drunk aa Lot. Then they return home, but beoauee ~f t heir 
drunken atste are not able to recite the Xidd~ah. ~e have it 
t hat thr3e thins- testify against each other. Th91 are: God, 
the Sabbath, and Israel. We are apprised that he who teatifie• 
must do so while standing, but a drunken man can hard~ stand 
ereot. and would it be pleasing to God to have a drunken man 
come before him and render pra ise to him and declare that the 
Sabbath is a1 important as the 613 Mitsvothl Therefore be •ho 
would gaard his soul ' must keep away from such a sin. 

'l'here is another sin in that villagers who live in 
open Tillages oarry things from their own h0Dee1 to the house 
of non Jewa, and from non-Jewish homes t o their own, and they 
consider these things permitted since that particular Jew is t he 
only on• in the city and no other Jews live near him permanently, 
and it is believed that the preaenoe of non-lews does not prohibit 
him from carrying things; s uch people do not kn~w t he law thor­
oughl1· For we bave it that when aa~Iaraelite lives in a_plaoe 
where Do "ther Jewa dwell he is permitted to c.arry things through­
out t hat c1 ty, (Rro1'1ded that city has walls am gates and is 
s urrounded in the pr~per way.) but in the acattered oitiea and 
villages he ia not permitted t o '-&rry •D7thing from his door to 
the etreei beoauae it ia absolutely forbidden. Therefore eTery 
God te~ing mn must make boo to the Tillagera and •apeoialll' 
the Randarim that on the Sabbath they are forbidden to aar17 
anything in the Tillages. 
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Th1r4q. I haTe taken •peaial note of the wap of the 

i nhs bitanta ot Tillagea who are aep-.rated b7 great 4iatanoea from 
eaoh other. On the Sabbath thq assemble in the •TD&BOBtie tor 
pra1era. But the7 are oonoernecl with the Tallit1ea of the world. 
one tell• how he bought horse• at a lair prioe. ~nother tell• 
that he aoquirecl a oow. Th• oonveraatlon 18 entir•lJ of buein•• 
matter• despite the inatruotlon we haTe that our apeeoh on Sabbath 
aball no t be aa the apeeoh of the week. Week ~a,the7 ••• 
nothing of eaoh other, •ut when th97 get together for the aervi~• 
on Sabbath the1 oonoern themaelvea w1 th worldl.J mattera. It •'-Ill.cl 
be muoh better tor thmi to remain at home an4 aleep. The7 woul4 
then be prevented from apeaking of Tain th1nga. This atwabling 
la obaerya'l• among maJl7 villagera. 

Still another infaotion 1• apparent to •• in that 
in ao11e plaoea people •lk u or three hour• from one Tillage 
to another for aer.io• and •&7 th* it is within the Sabbath limit. 
But I know that the iiatanoe r•preaenta three of four Sabbath 
limita. !herefore I 4eolar• that in all plaoea where it is 
a tradition atteate4 to b7 the inhabitants tbat a pious well 
known man pe.rm1 tte4 them, (111u .. e he himself meaaure!! the 41stanoe. l 
then onlJ is ane permitted to go oat on Sabbath. But people 
must not relJ upon the 4eo1sion of an orcUna'!'J teaoher or upon one 
who do•• not know ·:howto anawer questions of ritual. Bowa4a7a 
there are m&.117 who giYe p rmission to forbidden thinga beoause 
of flatter7 or briber7. Ther1tore let ever7 man be careful to 
avoid aueh stumbling. Let no one walk on the Sabbath from plaoe 
to plaoe until hereoiYe the neoeasaey P3 rmissi)n from the Rabbi 
of that province. 

Foarthl~. I haYe aeen a great sin among the villager• 
and among aome of the uongr1gationa of Israel •hire the7 dlreot their 
attention to the honur of the Sabb~th by all poesl>le meane. Tbe7 
send their me~ wbi oh is to be roaete4 to the baker •ho is a non-
, .. beoause atoyea are not·to be foand in the posaeasion of the · 
Jna 1n those provinoea. ?hrough this they oommi t two tranagrea• 
aiona. The firat being the faot that the mee...t is aent to the 
baker b7 means of a ma14en. Th• aeoond oonoerna itself With 

T111· • For this proh1b1 ti on was enjoined by David ~nd sam11el. 
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J>. Method and Stile of Wri tins. 

!he one haired a 114 two ohapter1 whiah oompri•• th• 

book are preaented in the fora ot ahort aeraona. 

intro4uo•4 either wt th a B1bl1os l Tera• or a qaotatton from th• 
I 

?almu4 after Which follo•• the Zohari1tto interpretation together 

with illuatrationa from the Sohar or 1he wr1 tings of later Kabbaliats. 

MaJJT ver••• are 1ntro4uoe4 with the •or4a, ~Hn n&>J< • The 

homiletto twtata Which are brought into u1• reTeal great beraentu~ 

tioal power an4 4eolare the aathor to be well veraed in the tntrioao1e1 

of the Kabbala. Aa14• from frequent quotation• from the Johar 

and the writing• ot Ui ant ~ha71m Vital, ~ic1anoT•r tnaerta refereno•• 

from the following worb:il~~-»" 1T JH·J\xl" \""~) • ti'•·)"~.:> "' l" )"~ 
..,~TJt~.,~"' ( ~u .. rr~); ~~\bi' .)lll~...a { .i· .. J~"l~) j o•t'OC\ ,~o(~~"~~-.) 

l..J'l\i' "li>O \. _. ~"~"~); ~· t>J\ °C~ 1i' ,._~ l t 41')"1.,)); .n•.is•i) •11..i l1lp •• ,')",;,) 

} ~S ;, 1 ~ '~~ t ~1' 1 ~ ,~) ; l).• "T"'\ft,. .,aO (!.•, "' ~"· }j O't~~ T •c:t l" ,r'1 ~'la) 
o•·~ Jt•tll.J ,.o( ",il\~1•); _,_,5.:>•:\ ')~~ (_A ,A•r~)j i'T .. lt ·~:> q.ao(A,.u~.,~ 
~s ,.o.,. ., iJ o ( A , 11t ~.,.) j j"' 'T, "'•• e..,.~ ... ) ; ,., .. \,.. Sw o (..:.... •.::1.,...) 

~.,., 4 •• " ,. , ',. (~ ... ~ ~ .. ~ J ; J• •• ., .,.,.,:a. .., •• l ~~ \'"'<;>) 

Fiction and fanoy are so frequenti, re1orted to that 

the light of moral truth is often ob1oure4. levertheleaa mazq a 

Ghapter 11 re4eeme4 by tt1 ttnal Terae1 which uau.allJ awn up the 

thought and, in ter1e language, oonvey to the reader a lesson in 

blameless aonduct and true religion. 

DUPLE OF AUTHORS ME'rHOD: 

Chapter 2. 

David 1ay1, (Psalm 119,verie 37.) "Turn aw~~ eJ•• 
from the a i ght of falaeboocl. On t~ ••1 do thou give me life." 
Man should know that many things are dependent on sight. There­
fore it appeara to me that it is neoeasa17 to be careful about 
this when one tint arise• from a leep. When hie eyes alight 

.upon the bouat• be abould be reminded that God gave the oommantMnt 



oonoerntng tbe aesusaa. Lik .. 1•• the o-ll4ment concerning 
a parapet about the root ot the house. lrllaa one l••T•• the 
house anl oo .. a upoa ol .. a oattle t1 t tor •laughter, he •boul4 
be rem1nle4 that Gca4 oomnan4e4 ua to bring eaorttio••· But 
if h• 0<11ea upon uolean oattle an4 beaata, be ahoul4 reoall 
that th• eating of them 1• forb14den. ETery man ts in 4ut1 
bou4 to auotif7 bts i1gb t aooording to hi• bowle4ge and 
training. Thi• ia a matter of great tmportauoe for it bring• 
the •1•• into holin•••· Just aa be, who, oontemplating •or4• 
of bolin•••, makee a garment that bis •1•• ma1 look upon hol1-
n••• ao olllraeq when a ll&Jl loon upon forb14den tbtnga and 
atrange women he bringa htmaelf into great unoleanltnesa. A 
proof that the sight ma7 blemish i• to be gathered from the 
f o•l oalle4 i>J-"·~ .11~ • When her egge are plaoed before h•~ aa 
ehe atarea at them ·the egg apl1ta anl there iasuea from it a 
fl .. altag. Therefore our •1•• men haTe 1net1tute4 a fe!loe 
anl llait that a m&D eoR14 not look upon a place of nil ao 
that he •7 not aln, 1. •· upon women and girla 1hat bring man 
to Keri. Therefore DaTi4 aail, •tarn aw97 a, eyee from the 
sight ot talaehoot. OD t1l7 •&7 clo thou giTe me light/• The 
letters "·~•omit to the ama of t"• anl , .... form the tirat : 
letter• of .JI"' -"..:l-'• • Likewise Lili th W1 th her bani are called 
"1~ ·)~. The 'to•• . s.,~ haTe alread7 •ri tten that there is a 

wonderful talisman to aaye one trom this tranagrea11on. Man 
should piottll'e to himself aa if tbe name ;l ' '~ were written 
before him with blaok ink. The preacher adTised the RaT of 
Beth Joseph in order that he 1ll&J at no time come to the sin of 
Keri that he should pict&U'e the form of bis father atand1ng 
before him. £nd he brousJit pr~of from Jospeh,the Righteous, 
who sought to lie With Rotipbar~ wife, and there appeared before 
him the form of his fathe r bJ means of •biob Joseph waa pr••entecl 
from sinning. It ia to be found in the Zohar that there ia an 
appointee w4o 1• oalle4 .n•Jt~ beoause he perauadea people to look 
upon adultery and fornication. After the man 4iea and ii buried 
the appointee oomea and oauaes the aoul to return an4 taking th• 
man with great oruelty break• the bone of his e7e ancl takea ••&7 
the e7•· J.fter tbet be Judges him •1th aeTere and bitter 
puishment. The holJ' Ari eaid that there ia a small bird oalled 
in the Torah ,., "' beoauae he ••• at a distanoe. 'on<.:ern1ag 
this bird our labbis have aa14 that it ia oalled ao b•o•uae it 
•••• a great 41atanoe, and satiates ita desire by ita aigbt. 
Therefore the pu.niahment of the man who looks upon a wo•n ia 
that hi• aoul should be lowerecl into the bird and should bear 
great pain. Know tmtt for eTeey ain there is a caase which brings 
this sin to paaa. ?bere 1• a oauae Whioh bring• man to look 
upon women-a thing forbidden-Tiz. When a 11Bn looks upon unclean 
things ao that his e1e is sated, (this causes him to look upon 
strange women.} 

ETen though man has per missio n to look upon the 
var :ous oreated things that come from 41atant proTincea, (Our 
wise men have establisbea a rule and made a blessing. "Blessed 
be be who make• the 41tf erent creaturee."l neTertheleea he 
ma; not sate his eye by looking, but ma7 onl7 behold them tor 
a short wh11• beoause the light of the eyes is like th• tour 
color• which correspond to the lettera :> ri) ' . It man lo"kl 
upon unolean things he drawa to himself the epirit of anoleanlineaa 
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that hoTera aboT• them. !his oau11 l.lm to look apon that which 
is more UJlolean wbloh in turn oauea him to err. 'l'herefor• 
oGr Rabbi• haT• enJoinecl Ga not to look Gpon a wit• in Iler 
aeDatra.al.periol tor the UJ1olllll1n11a of menatraat1ea that attach•• 
to the womn in tm l&T• other uiloleaalin••• brinp loathaoaen••• 
to the aigbt of mn alll oauaea uolaanlineas ti, hi• •1••· A 

· proof tor thia i• to be foDDd in the faot that a menatruoG• 
women looka into a n•• mirror her aot oauaea a spot to appear 
Which 1 t ii impo1sible to remoT•• LUunri•• oar wiae •n haTe 
:torb144en ua from looking into the faoe ot a wloked man. vn• 
muat aoouatom himaelt to reat hia •1•• on a thing of holineas. 
'rhen h• attract• to h1maell holiness and giTea great light to 
the tour oolora of h1a •1••· It 1• good for man to look to th• 
heaTeaa in order to aee the works of the J.ori aa is atated in th• 
Zohar, "8a14 Rabbi Eltller, the aon of Rabbi Simeon ben Joohai, 
'Onoe I wa1 •al.king along the atran4 of the ••• and 1'11Jah came 
anl aaicl, 'Babbi! Do 7011 lmOlr what i• aeant b7 the wor4a, 'Lift 
up 7our •1•• aboTI ancl aee who oreate4 a•".' B7 .;>SJlt ia meant 
tbe h1aT1na and their hoata Which God made. For he aa14 to man 
that he look 11p to them and bl••• their oreator. 'For I haT• •••n 
7our hl&Tena the work of 7our han4• the aooa and the atara •hiah 
thou haat formal, o: Lori oar Goel, how wonderful 1• thy name 
throughout the land.' '?be pious are scoustomed to look upon the 
heaTen1 when the 1tara come forth and begin to.shine. '?hen the7 •&7. 'How 11BD1fol4 are tb7 work• O, Lor4.' .lnd eepeoiall7 when 
the SQD begins to ahina is it neo1aaa17 tor man to look upon the 
h••Tens for then the ;l.,nx ,..," o and the Chi tzonim anc! Dinim are 
awakened beoauee of the strengbt ot the sun. Likewise when the 
moon begins to ahine then the.nru1 ",..,o not being able to see in 
the light of the meon and Whioh hover oTer the world in power 
and atrength, hicle, themselTea in the ahadow of the moon. .There­
fo re is it sa15, ' The aun ahall not smite thee b¥ 4a7 nor the 
moon b7 night.• '?beretor• man should direct his thought• •hen 
p.raJ'ing in the morning, 'Re Who oauaea 118ht to shine Gpo~ the 
earth and ita illhabitanta •1th merc7.' to think that the lights 
should ahine •1th mero7 ancl that no harm shculd ooma to aey man 
beoause of them. !herefore it is neoessai"J' for m&D to be care-
ful about the loo~ ot the eye and about his speeob whi~h is aocoUJlt-
ed u action. When be goes to the •Jllagogae be should apeak 
no superf~uoua word• •1th bis neighbor and with one with whom 
there 11 no need ot talking. 'rh11 is a wonderful m .. na by whic.h 
God will receiTe bi s prayer in mercy." 

w• find in the wri t111g of Ari that he oommancled his 
pious pupila eapeciall7 Rabbi Iaaao Aah.kenazi that he go to the 
Tillage of o ·.11· 1 ('.l' to the grave of Babbi Jahoda Bar Ilti and there 
the latter Will reTeal to him a ~ hapter of the Zobar. A.1 
oommancled him n~t to speak while walking with any man. bbbi 
leaao .&ahkenasi went and prayed and parf ormed all the aot1 
neo••••r'J' for untf7ing God and apread himseit oat oT•r the graT•. 
but no voioe or answer oame and he returned 4iaoonaolate to hia 
teacher and said to hitl, "Jq maater! I <*Ila to graT• of Rabbi 
Jebuda Bar 11'1 and I did all that 7ou adT1aec1 batliie.Dawer oame 
from him.• Then A.ri made anar.er, "Did I not see 76u 1peaking vn 
the wa7 with an Arab and not onl7 that , bat he ~ot having treete4 
you, 700 greeted him first. Did ! not oommancl you that 7ou do 
not apeak w1 th a111one?" Rabbi Iaaao ~1hkenazi reaallad t· · _; s 



that h1• maater•a wor41 were true and he aclmitte4 them. !h1a ia 
auttioient proof that apeeoh and aight blemiah. And even though 
•• are auppoaed to greet evv7one ill the morning nell before 
prqer 7•t aut ever7olle ••• to it that he oartail hia apeeoh u 
m11ch ~• poesi ble. Thi• 1• a wonderful and reliable help to th• 
aooeptanoe ot prqer b7 Go4. 

Chapter 89. 
Leason in B1111ilitJ. 

The 111lraah Bab bah to ., ,~ "" ocmnenting 11pon the verse 
•And Abraham waa ol4_ac1vanoed in 4a7a," atatea, •sai4 Rabbi 
Abba. 'There 1• a 1l&B tlho 11 old bat without 4&7•. an4 one •1th 
4ap bcit wt thoat age, b11t ill the oaae of Abraham he had both age 
and 7eara.' • 

It ~ppeara to me tbat thie verae 1• to be interpreted 
aa follow•: The worl ~· ( ,.,_, ?') 1nc11oat•• the number of year• 
an4 the worl 4~• ( o·•• ) refera to good 4a1•· There i• a man 
who merit• age, i·•· length of d87a, but doea not merit da7a, 
1.e. good cla7a, for h• waatea hi• 7eara in anga1ah, povert7, 
pena17, ad trouble. There 1• a man •ho merit• d1l7a, 1.e. 
good 497• with wealth and proaperi'7, and he is blessed with 
bount1 but h1a 4&7• are not prolonge4 to age. .l8 regard• 
Abrahmm he meritel age an4 good ~·· Thia i• a simple •x-
planation~for Al»rabam waa bl••••4 W1 th a abare of good even in 
this wor~4 Just a • our Rabbis have aa14, "Three men did Oo4 
allow to have some taste ot the future world while being in 
this worl4. The7 are Allraham, Iaaao, and Jaoob, tor he blessed 
them 1'i th nvytbing." In truth I heard from the Geoll Ray 
Tatel, heal of the oongregation ot Kavli, that he 1nterpret•4 
(aoooring t~ the Zohar.) referring to the Yers• oonoerning Jaoob, 
"All4 the 4&7• of larael approaohe4 to die.• as tollowa; Th• 
Zohar aaka the question, "Ho• 111&Ji¥ 4a7s are requ1re4 for a man to 
die?" For, behold 1n one hour the soGl of a man leaves this 
world. The meaning of the interpretation ii: When a man 
te.-rta from thia world all hie da7a oome bef ore God to g1Te 
an aooount,not one b•ing missing. When a man haa been right-
eo1ll 80 that the fear Of God waa atampe4 upon h12 heart wOnstant-
17 from day to 4a7; when hi• love cleaves to Goel and he gains 
perfeotion in the atudy of the Torah, in the fear of Him, in 
the performanoe of Uit1yoth and good 4eeda, then those 4&7• 
are crowned an4 clothed in glorr and honor and are tit to ap­
pra.:b the King cf Kinga to preaent tbe qaalitiea of tbia p1oue 
man Who did not let one 487 paaa without the Torah, ~1t1voth, 
and the doing of good dee41. This is wtaat 11 meant b7 the 
Tera•, "A.nd the 4a7a of I•rael approach to die.• meaning that 
all the clays of Jaoob approached before Got. A9 tor the wiokec! 
Who do not conaider the service of God, and waste their 4ays in 
V8llit7 following th:• tllgings of Uleir deairea; who because of sin 
oorruption and 4eoe1t o•••• to oontemplate doing goo4, the laya 
of suoh people hide and are aahame4 to come near God. Then 
the7 are Ju4ge4 with aeyere and bi tter Judgments beoause ot the 
m161ing d~• aa measured by the number ot the year• of their 
lives. 



'8 regar4a the interprete t1on of ~braham--th•r• 1• 
a •D who ia age&--a ainner--one who haa liTe4 m&Jl¥ 7eara, but 
doea not oom• •1th hia 4a7a for hie life baa been apent in ain 
and tranagrees1on and hia 4a7a hi4e and keep tar ·~ ao aa not 
to app•ob Qod. On the other hand. there ia a pa rteot pious 
man 11ho oomea 'befcre Qo4 •i th all hi• cl.qa • •1th his atucl.7 of 
the Torah. an4 the faultln• perfol'llUo• of MitsYoth; but ~la• 
he lo•• not oome •1th a1• for he paaael awa7 in 7oath. But 
Abraham ••• bleaaecl with length of 4a7a • meaning: that all hia 
4a,a oame before God glorified with aotiona that were good. 
rhi• ts the meaning ot the Tera•. "Azi4 ~rabam ••• olt.• He 
merited ol4 age and oa .. wiih all hi• da7a. Therefore let 
aan be oareful that h• prnut not on• IN fl'oa o•img to acooant. 
before God, tor au4denl.7 he wt 11 be oaught in the amare at the 
fowler aD4 •ill cl1e. Let hi• know that all the hinte which 
our Babbia h&T• giTen are the Ter'7 ••••no• of the Torah. But 
the Torah to ua ia ••r•l.7 aa a garment. Like•i•• the affair 
of Jonah who waa thrown into the aea and after that entere4 into 
a big fiab ia a refereno• to the aoul of ma.n aa ia illuatrate4 
in the Johar. You will find tbat the atatement that Jonah 
went down to the ahip ia a olear referenoe to the soul, (likened 
to Jonah.} tor it 4eaoen4a into the bod7 of man. l.lan in tbia 
worl4 i s re6Dne4 aa a ahip traTeling on the ••• and beaet b7 
dangera. L1k .. iae ma~ aiahapa befall man in Uiia world. 
Ma.117 meaaengera and aooaaers are arrayed against him in the 
·oourt of beaTen beoauae of bi• aina and tranagreasiona. But 
man ia aeem1ngl7 indifferent. for he oontinuea to pile up sin 
upon sin and thinka that he will not be brought to Judgmemt •• 
if no aocount is taken in heaTen of hie perTerae 4ee4a. But 
the truth ie aat Qo4 is a1lent &Uitil the meeaure ia fill14. 
At that time wiil the a1vere Judgment beoome 9'fen more oneroua, 
and the~ath of God wil~ lucldenl1 be deoree4 againat auoh ~ man 
JWlt ae in the Otlae of the atol'lt whi ch overt~ ok the ahip of Jonah. 
"Su4den11 the atorm became Tiolent, tbreateaing to bre6k t he 
ahip." Of auoh a natue is the 4ecree of God'• Judgment which 
com•• to man, audtenl7¥oaua1ng the bo'7 to quake so that it be­
oomea inflamed and warmnd and the Tiot1m takes to bis oouoh of 
aiolmeas and a deep aleep overoom•• him. 

Thia ia •~otl1 like the oaae ot Jonah who went to 
the aide of ship ad fell asleep. "'lbile he was 17tng on hia 
be4 of pain, a spirit began to beat in him. That apirit ws a 
non&other than the evil imolination which arouaea the heart of man 
that he ma7 not be 1n4olent in thinking of repentanoe. Ver117, 
the da7 of death ia not far distant. .la regards the statement, 
"And the capta in of the sailors oa11e nigh unto to him." that ia 
the evil in~lination which controls the bod7. "And the oaptain 
said to him, 'Why do 7ou sleep? Arise: CAll upon t~ Goa!• No• 
18 not the time to aleep for you sha ll be taken to Judgment tor 
all that 7ou hsve done in thi• worl4. See to it that you 
confess before your creator. "What is thy occupatiom?" Tbe 
interpretation ia: aemember your work which you haTe done in 
this world; AGW •N falaehooda and forgeri•• JOU have perpet!. 
rateA. ~onfea~ and do not pride yoaraelt for JOU can obaerye 
that the day of death approach••· ~aat aside 7o~r pride &Gd 
exaltedn•••· Beoall that you have been created from an 111-



•••lling lrop. A8 for what was aue4, "Whence ooM•t tho1l! 
9hat is t~ oount17!" Conai4er tbat you were oreatel froa 
earth and unto earth •halt-' tho1l return. •wroa what people 
art thout• Betleot wbethei the merit of the ta~ere oan pro-
teot 7ou now, in thi• time of liatreaa. All thi• 1• 4ae to 
the aroua1ng of theeYil 1noltnat1on that atira the heart of 1D&D 
luring hi• illneea. CI Wieh to uphold the ezytlanation of the 
1114raah to the wor4a, •Ana it waa Ter7 gcod." that it refer• 
to the angel of cleath. ••oauae of thia be aai4 it i• TR7 goo4. 
!hi a waa the eTil inollnation for at the ti• It 4eath nen tale 
••111ncl1nat1oa beoo••• gool and arouaea man to conteaa.) •t 
that time let h1• refleot that the Jeth Db of hMTen ant the 
infor••r• pleat merit while the aooaaera .. ~tton his g1lilt and 
thq argue ta the preaenoe of Got. If Ule 4ecr•• is aacle ·ta 
the faTGr of merit,well and gool; but if it be leo11e4 that he 
is 4eaen1ng of leath then it ta aa14 oonoerning those who arguel 
in faTor of merit and who tro llblel thema•l••• b7 going forth to 
help him, "Alld the •n pl1e4 their oara to returD to dry land, 
but could not.• The7 hacl not th• power to bring him to clry lan4 
when he aroae from hie bel,tor ~i• 4eoree had alr•ad7 gone forth 
fre11 the Beth Dtn. At that ti•• three appointel angel• went 
forth, one •ho reoorla all the mertta anddlmer1ta; one who takes 
aooount of the 4a7a of hi• life; (¥or all of one'• d.ays are taken 
into account.) &Dd the thirl who waa with him from the da7 that 
bta aoal waa plaoel in hie bo47 in the iDl'lermoat being of his 
mother. The Imrie of Judgme11t ia not silent until it ta ez-
eeutel and the man tiea, Juat aa 1• found tn regard to Jonah, 
"And the7 litte4 Jonah.• Meaning that a man is carried to the 
grave. Then declarations a re made at the bed and aa he ia 
being taken the aanounoement i~male, (If he is meritor1oua.) 
"Give honer to thia hol7 prince, may he enter in peace.• That 
is what is me~nt b7 the ••~ •e, "Thy righteousness ahall go before 
thee.• 1.e. before your bet. It he be a man steeped in sin, 
then announcement ia ma4e, •woe to auch a man. It would have 
beeD better for such a man not to haTe been created." For it 
ia written aon~erning him, "and the7 oaat him into the sea, and 
it oeaaed to rage." 'l'heee men brought bim up to the cemetery, 
"And the fish ewaJ lowed him." That is the aame aa their bar~·ying 
btm. The fir•t three days of his interment, bis entrails burst. 
After three more 4aye tb~t obnoxiousness is turned to bis face 
and he is told, "T8ke what you have giveD me. You have eaten 
and taken drink, but you gaTe not to the poor. kll thy days 
were as festivals but the poor were hungry for they di d not eat 
with you." "Take what you heve given." refer• ~· to the verse, 
"~nd I •ill scatter dung upon yoar faoea." 

After that, appointees oome and bring back the soul 
i nto the body where it remains thirty day• On the tr:enty-seventb 
da7 the bocl.1 ts Judged •1th severe pains. The Judgment concern• 
itaelt with the aina be oommittea •1th his eyea; with his hands; 
with his feet; and finally with his body. At the end of thirty 
daya tbe aoul goea to heaTen to render an accou.nt 6lld to recei•• 
the 4eoree of Gehinom and the other decrees• The body is forced 
to endure severe suffering because of the worms. When 8 man 
departs from the worlcl, ae.en aevere Judgment• pasa ever him: 
1, "lhen the aoul leaves the bod7. 2, \'fban the1 oarJ"7 him to the 
oemetary and the ange• nake known the evil deeds which he has 
committed. 3, W'ben he is lowered into the grave. 4, His suffering 
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4ur1 ng the -tint th1rt7 4a7a. 5, The worms that pre7 on hia 
bo47. 6, Gehinom. 7, '!'he aoul ha?tng been oast forth from the 
hol7 temple comea back to this worl4 and finds no reet U!2til all 
the sins are eraae4. Therefore it is incumbent apon eYer1 man 
to recall what will f1nall7 OTertake him; how m&nJ' pains: how 
much fear, trecmblin g and qua~~k1ng until the soul reaches i ta 
final reati~g plaae. ~oncerning this the lobar remarka, "Ean 
should alWB.)'S pra7 and da.117 sa7, ·~....., ·.:n~ and the one hu4re4 
and thir4 and one hundred and fourth psalm, ~lao, "lla7 it be 
th1 will that thou forg1~e and pa rdon me of all the e1na whic.ab 
I comnitted either with 1117 e7ea, 1111' handa, my feet, or with my 
boct,v--19 that when the time come that I shall depart l(lhall 
no~ be.able to Bless thee and repent. Therefore I pra1 that 
thou lo not punish me after IQ leath and that IQ sc.iul ma7 enter 
the Garten of Eden without fear and that 1 t ma7 bless thee." 

Chapter 6'1. 
B omi 17 on the Shema. 

It is written, ".Alld 7oa shall teach them diligentl7 
to yo ur children.• Thia 11 an a4monit1on to the father that 
he is in dut7 bou.nd to teach his son, and to sharpen him in 
d1aleot1o1sm in order that he be not ignorant of the Torah. But 
if the father be not learne4, then must he fulfill the command-
ment, "And 7ou shall spe~k of them.• 'Jhich implies that he 
should apeak with the teacher• that the; te~ ~h his ohildren well. 
He must likewise train his children in matters of bueineas aDl 
mannera in a most cereful and punot111oua 1!&7 that he ma1 not 
transgres s one iota of the Torah. "When thou attest in thy 
house." Meaning that man sboald oonauct himself at home 1n 
the fear of Ood; that his home be wide open to the poor; and 
tbS hia household be not aocuatomed to speak evil things. Let 
no curse or ~•th be heared in his home. "A.n4 when thou walkeat 
on thy wa7." ~eaning that man should !lady Torah ac~ording to his 
mental capaoit7 and give charity accoring to his ability.•s we 
find in the ccae of Jacob who, going oat to meet !~ao, provided 
himself wt th g1tts and ~ntreat1ea and prepered for war. Gifts 
refer to cblity to the poor which are conaidered aa gifts to 
God himself. Entreaties mean pre1er to gain the favor of God. 
And prepared f vr war refers to the wars of the tord. By means 
of these he weakened the power of Eaau an d the S-1<~0 .. .., • When 
thou 11est down." ~eaning to ~ond u~t him~ elf in hcl jness e nd 
t~ fo cus his attention solely en the narr.~ c: God in the Shema 
of the ni ght, and sho~ld aanotify himself at the time of co-
habitation. "And when th~u r i sest up." ~eaning to be 
dillegent in aris ing and praying ~nd singing praises to God 
because Be has ~aused his soul to return. 1~fter that he may 
bus¥ himself iD worldW t hings and i n his business a f fai rs. 
Therefore it is well for man to prepare himself with the~ e three 
thing&, (Gift•. entreet7, and war.) Gifts meaning a gift to the 
poor befvre t he morning prayer which is calle ~ entreat7. ~fter 
t hat he should set aside specified times for the study of Torah 
which is call ed war. How oan I increuae the greatr.ess of the 
merit ~f ~1loht111oth Adona i ? It is stated in the Zohar that 
when Rabbi ~leazar fell s1ck1 that clay ~ppened to be Sab bath eve 
and Rorken~s hi s son, sat a t n1s ri ght s i de \".n ile his fatbe.r 
revealed som• deep and secret things. The wi s e men of that 



generation OltJDe to him but he ~u.rsed the~ beuause they did not 
oome to study the Torah. Rabbi Akibah wept and requeete4 that 
be teach him before he pass awa¥• Rabbi Eleazer began to speak 
of the llaaseh ~eroabah. A tire deaoended an4 enveloped both of 
them. The wise men aaid, "~e dare not listen.• and th•¥ left. 
Rabbi 3leazer taught A.kiba three hundred llaloohoth ot ~~~ ~~n~ 
After t hat he taught him the aeorets of the ..... o~ ...... 
11hen he oame to the verae, •sustain me with raiaen o~es. BetreWh 
me W1 th apples for I am siok of love." Babbi .lkiba oould no 
longer endure the fire and he began to weep and did not aper.k 
beoause of the fear of the Sheohinah that was t here. ~leazer 
oaueed Ak1ba to swear that he would not make use of one verse 
of the lo1'J80f longa, tor the world i• not fit to be aened 1'1.th 
the seo~et of the Song of Songe beoause it ia the utmost degree 
of holineaa. ~ter that Akiba went forth•d hi~ eye1 shed tears 
and he said, "Woe to 1he world wbioh is left an orphan of t hee.• 
~he wise men went in and spoke to him. When Eleazer saw tl:ll 
be waa about to die he plaoed his hand upon his heart and said, 
"World!a great light will be extingaiebed and hidden in thee. 
'l'wo Torahs will be forgotten.• At that time Akiba was not 
there and the wise men alk ed &leuer wheth• t he Shoe of .':'Jib11m" 
reoeiv•• 11noleanlin•••· Babb1 Eleaaer repliel, "It 1s alw~s 
in a state of oleanlineaa.• And as he uttered the word 'Jf?t:l 
his s o11l departed. At the oonoluaion of the Sabbath Rabbi 
Akiba v1a1ted Eleazer and found him deal. d e tore his garment 
and wept•d crie4 aloul, "O, Heavens, •~Y to the sun and the moon 
that the 11 gbt 11hioh was greater than th 11 haa grown dim." 
Rabbi Jllhu4a ·~· that the time when the eoul of the rigbteo'1s 
leaves the body it ia in great Joy beoaus e of the promise that 
i t Will reoeive reward in the world to come. When 1 t seea tb e 
Sbechin~h. angels, and the souls of the ho~ ad righteo11a colling 
forth to aooompe'!lJ it, then it leaves the body willing~ euid 
makes obeiaanoe to the Sheohinah. Therefore nan must pr~ 
that when the day of his death draws nigh. the Sheohinah nay 
come to him, bnd he may depart W1 th a kiss. mien the She1,;hinah 
appaohes three band• of angels come with 1 t. 

Note : The above is an example of the authors uneystematio 
preaentation cf a aabJeot. Two totally wirelatea 
ideas are brought together in the aame chapter. 
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stiff1o1ent. 

U~EUTS DEALIBG WITH KORAL I>RECEPTS • 

.A. Modeatz 

true hwd.11 tJ' ... aona14ere4 the ain• qua non of a 

le1th91' wealth nor learning nor 1nte1leot were 4eeme4 

To bGaat of th• poaeeaa1an of one or all of these gifta 

was to built on•• charaoter on 1an4. Bea1gnati on, self 4en1al, an4 

hamilit7 are 1h• 4e114erata. 

iti••· 

Chapter 7 

Thq alone oan be termea en4ur1ng ~ ual-

In lamentation• it ia aai4, "'rba l.or4 baa gl ven me 
pain all aq. • uur Rabbis interpret 1 t b;y saying that the verse 
refen to tbe Sheobinah which ories out the \\"hole da7 against the 
?Lan of pride who prolong 1 ta exile. (Fer 1 t ia the w111 at th• 
Sheohinah to to good an4 not evil to men and beoall8e of their 
sina 1 t 1• ma4• unoomfor•able and 18 oppreaae4. Therefore we 
oall it by the name of tbe "captivity of the Sheohinah") That 
is what is meant by the verae, "A.nd ~ b1aut7 is transformed 
to a destroyer." The men of pr14• make cf the word T' i' 
1lea11t;y,) il l"T(pain). BY tbaae fn wor4a mn can tlDderstand to 
what degree e-11 may be brought throtigh pride. Therefore, nan 
should retleot that 1 twas to no little p11rpos1 that our tathera 
said that every one who ~lta himsel:t is aa an idol worshipper, 
sinoe man is aubaenient to, s.nd his soul ia given oTer to, the 
Ch11onin and 4eTils from who it is d1ff1cQlt to detaoh oneself. 

Theretere let the wiae man put it into bis heart 
and beoome wiser in order to 11Ddaratan4 the sin and the pllDiahment 
that is meted out to him who exal ta hims ell. If he exalt himself 
beoause of bis wealth. baa not God said, "To Me belongs the ailver 
and the gola.• God oan take it unto Himself in the twinkling 
of an eye. We haTe aeen 118117 rioh men killed beoause of their 
wealth for the robbers tarn the! r eyea to them to pursue them 
and to inflict painful injuries and al a result of suoh severe 
puni shment, they 41•· Some of them were not e'fen accorded 
burial. This wealth proved a ba~ thin ~ tor them. ~. hava aeen 
many oien who went on 'l Joal'lleJ and no harm befell them. RoweTer 
harm did befall the rich man who was lost beoause of his wealth. 
'Jhy has not man refleotea ths t there a~ e many men whose worr7 an4 
labor bring no sleep to their •1••· By day the beat ' consumea 
them and the oold b7 night. Tht1,1 trudge alo11g in darlmeaa aDI 
in rain and in snow until ther finally aoquire some thousand• 
of ooin and are about to rejoioe 1n their share and to enjoy the 
fruita of their labor. Suddenly death oomea upon them and 
foroea them to s epera te th emselvea from nerything. Th~ depart 



leaYing their wealth to other•, wealth for whi~h they labore4 
and gathered gradully b7 the •••at ot their br~ ancl now mut 
leave to other•· Some time• tbia riuh man'• wife appropr1at••• 
his mone7 beoau•e ot the marriage oontract an4 atter his death 
marriea another man am bands over to him her weal th. fh.e 
children of the 4eoea•e4 huaban4 go about barefoot. Their 
olothe• are torn and tattered. The7 c1er1ve no pleaaure from 
their father'll mone7 and are f oroed to see their mother eating 
and 4rinldng •1th another man, and deriv112g plea•u.re in hie 
oompaJl7• But the orphan •it b7 the lire and behold their 
mother feeding her••lf W1 th me,t and wine aDI! other plea•ant 
thins-. 7'1ould 1hat nen the remains of her eating ooald rea1ah 
them. 'rb.e ah 114ren aigh aD1 eq one to another, "':Tea not 
all thia wealth our ta the ·· 'atJet we oannot reoover 1 t. • 
Let man rememb•r what M7 apeedil7 ov•oome him b7 God'• 4eoreie. 
Juat a• I have aeen •1th m7 ver7 •7•• that there were man7 ch114-
ren who grew up W1 th oomf orte and th••• T•r'7 oqm.torta were 
ohanged to aftlte; tion and trouble. After 1b e d .. h of their 
f a ther the7 wept OYer hi• graYe, but there were none to help 
them. '?he 4ea4 are oompelle4 to give aooo ut of their s 1Da 
ancl tranagre•aton•· Let ever7one take this to heart. ..peo1:al-
~ let no one be proud of hta wea1th. 

If a wiae •n •iahea to bout of hta wiadom let him 
reoall ho• 11&Q wiae men atumblect beoauae of their wiadom. Th• 
more they plan to aot wisely, the more surel7 clid they fall into 
a trap; through a wor« into a anare trom which the;v could not 
eztrioate tbem•elY••· Thie happened to man7 who wanted to be 
olner before kinp and officera. 'rhe7 were trapped. But 
those •ho minimise their greatneaa and •a7, "I do not knas." 
the7 enter in peaoe. ~inoe that is ao,, what 1• •1•4om to tbe 
wise man'f A8 for the •iaclom of this world no man ta fed with 
it. Therefore it i• neoeeaary far man to refleat that audde111l7 
there aa1 ome a time when his ~ adom will beoome dim, 1. e. 
the time when he Will take t o his be4 and his mind. will not be 
olear beoa111 of the •everi t7 of the a iokn•••· ~ha a ahild 
Will be Wiaer than he and his wisdom will not eave him fl'om tb.e 
~gel of death. What advantage W1 ll then ena11e fr'111J hie 
wiadom? The afore let not man bo .. t of h1a wiadom. 

It a man boa•t er his knowle4ge of the Tarah in 
•hich he ia oapable, q11iclt and profoun4 and in bis imagina t1011 
there i s no one lijce hi :n and do•• not see that there are 
student• ill 1211• veey generation aa good aa he, let him real1 ue 
that in oornpa rison W1 tb the Tanaim and Amoraim the1 are all a11 
la7era C ahella) of onions. Yet these teach era •ere mo4eat a11 
oan be aec i n the Talmud and Midraah. Beoa11ae of auoh mode!ft7 
they meri te4 the orown of the Torah. If a an pri4• himself 
on his learning, be g1Tea strength to the inn•""""'° and •TU'J 

)n\Jo of bolif.e•• tlee1 from him. 



B. B••P!ot for Teaoh•r• 

Chapter 65 

our Babbie •a¥~ (In Aboth.) "Th• •<rld 1• 'uclged 1.n 
goocln••• ancl eYe17tbing is aooor4ing to the amomlt of aotione.• 
J17 father, the ••ll nown Babbi Aaron Samuel Kai4anover e%pla1n• 
thta verae aocor41ng to whst ts found in the Qemorah Et44a•bi·• 
that a •n sboulcl · cona14•f that half at hi.a aottona are clesentng 
ot guilt and half are •ritortoua. If he perform• a good deed 
it 11 well tor he tnoline1 him11elf anll tbe world to merit. It 
he tran•gr••ee•, Woe unto him tor be 1nol1n•• himself and the 
world tc bl&me, •• it ts aa14, "one sin 4eat.-07s much good." 
'?here ia a clift1oult1 in the words ot the Rabble, the aame 
41ff1oult1 which perpleael Jaoaea, vis. •hJ cloes it o~cur that 
o~e pious ll&ll 11 prosperoQa am another autfere; wbJ is there 
to be foud a W1 oke4 •D who 1a proeperou and 1et another •ho 
suffer•! In tl» tao• of auch bappen1nga. how oan D ea.}' that 
the world is J udge4 in goo4n•••T '?he atahna g1 vel''"to the 10 l­
ution to the 4iffioult1 propoun4el b7 Moaea b7 s~ing that eYer7-
thing ia aoeording to 1he amo1111t of aotiona. Therefore, U a. 
•n i• thorougb.17 righteoua, but ~ommi ta a tn.nagreaaion in the 
hour when tbe worlct ia half 1111rt torious and half guilt7 be b7 
hie guilt7 aotion tnoltnea the world to rilt. Thia 1• a oa11e 
of a aan who is righteous, (In the main. but auffer a. Obwer·ae-
11 it an avo••413 w1oke4 man 4oes a too4 4••4 in thl hour •h•in the 
world ia half·in-halt, he inolin•• the world to merit and beat;~a 
m•.r1 t upon t be m\11 ti tu4e. '?bis 1a a oaae of a wiokecl man 
enJ011ng good. therefore •• rea4, "And ever1thing is aooor41ng 
to the amoart of aotiona.• And the word• of the w1a• are graoio11S. 

It appears to me that man 11 Judged in this world 
aooording to th• greatness of his wealth as ou Rabbi• 1ntima1;e 
in the oase o! Rabb• 1rbo waa aooutomed to llhow honor to the 
r1 oh. All honor nowata11 ta aooor4e4 to a:i e man ot weal th/ 
The fools go so far aa to bring proof from the incident from 
Rabbe who reapeote4 the rioh but the1 do not Imo• 1hat he lik••­
Wiae aooorde4 great teapeot to the poor atudenta of the Torah .. 
(For th~y are men of deeds.) In the world to come reepeot ia 
shown aooordtng to ones good deeaa and not according to one'a 
wealth/ 'rbat is the explanation of the verae, "The world ill 
Judged in goodneaa." But aa rer.rda the wor41 , .. "Aooor41ng tc• 
Ule amount of aotiona." They re er to the atudenta of the 
Torah who are eonsidered •n of 4ee4•· 'l'heretore there aho11l4 
be great anxiety on the part of a m~ whom Qod has blessea w11~h 
wealth;Who is either a great man or a ?fagid in the prortnoe. 
leyerthel•••· let him not treat 11ght11 beoause ot his wealth 
the honor due the wi se aDcl thereb1 bring ahame upon him. Let 
him constantl1 oonaider that the work of the man of learning 
ia above all worldly toil. But he who being the head of th11 
oommun1 t)' and beoause of the honer W1 th Which he exalts h1mae:Lt, 
derives pleaaure from the shae of his neighbor and does not gJreet 
ever7one Who ltands before him With 8 pleasant wOuntenanoe, 
•111 be forced to render and so\lount and will be bound under 1th8 

feet, C vf the men of learning.) Ae W111 deaire to lock at t l!l91r 
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light anl to deriTe enJ071D1nt therefrom, but bis •7•• Will 
be dim eo that he will not behold their glor7. In man7 
seotiona of this book haa man been oaat1one4 to obaerT• that 
hi• Ja4gment will be aeTere beoauae of hie holding in light 
eateea tho•• who are TG'aecl in the Torah. In •••Ten, the 
a11nou.noement goea forth 4ail7, "Woe to 1hose who 4es~ piae the 
learnet." Therefore let man aee to it that he ao~or4 proper 
reapeot to the learne4, beoauae Go4 Bimaelf. take• 4el1gbt in 
1 t. Ln him raiae up an4 ezal t their glar7 alll. thoagh hia 
aeat be aaong the great. let him bow t.'hat the atati 011 ot the 
etade11t ia raiae4 higher. Jaat aa •• find in 1he oaee of 
He11ekiah, King ot ladah, when learned men would Yiatt hi• 
he wo11ld rise from his throne and go forth to greet the. lie 
would embraoe and kiss them, eaJi,ng to eaab, "!hou art m7 
teacher, lho11 art 97 father, thou art the ahiell of Iarael." 
Likniae, htontnu, 86id to BaT, "Would that I could be 7ou.r 
toot atool in the world to oome." But be whose bearing i• 
baagbt7 in order to increase the honor aooozded to him, Will 
be eaten b7 warma, and all his honor will aink into the dust/ 
The upahot of the matter ia that man must be aa careful of the 
reapeot due hia t•oher as he ia of the honor he aoooras hi• 
tatb8r ad mother. ne ia in dat7 bound to prq for his teadlllr 
aa he 4oea tor his father am mother. When pra7ing, he 
ought to aa7 1 •o, God ma7 it be thy will to g1Ye long life, 
too4, and prosperity, and heayenl7 aapport to m7 father who 
i• aw teaoher,ad to., mother liho i• 11'7 taoher, and to my 
.. bbia, and to all mz famil.7.•" Therefore •ust man era41oa1;e 
the sense of pr14• and oaltiYat• the attribute of meelmeaa. 
ETen !bough Bu ~hiYlt Bar Bay Aahi ia orelt te4 "11h baying 
said that a atudent ahoGld be poa•eaae4 of one eigh1b cf an 
eighth of pride, n•Y•rthel••• I baY• hear4 the •lCPl&nation of 
this from the Ge.on Ray Wolf of ?o•en who said that by 1hia YU'Y 
st*t•ment Ch17a m•nt to impl7 1hat the at1.1dent aho11ld be poa11-
essed of no pride. 1'berefur• he ~sed the expression, "one 
eighth of 8lJ eighth." Xno• tllat from tb8 yeraes u•1 .JU•• , »o·•• 
there go forth aeYent7-two n ... a which are arranged in the 
chapter D~~:a.of the Zohaz. You W111 find in the eight line 
one ot the eight namea 11bioh form the won fJ'• ( rberefore 
man should be mo4eet.) In J!3 opinion the etatement of Chiya 
ia merel7 a hint to the faot tba t man lboald be meek and he 4,>e• 
8&7 it 8%J>lioitl7. Neyerthles• it is neoeaea17 for the atadent 
to harbor a alight sen•• of greatness. 

RaY Nachman says, "I do not desire tbl!I slighteet 
pricle;tor he who ezalta himself is as if be sanes idol• sino1t 
pride is a olose approach to idolatry aa I aball endeaYor to 
explain W1 th the help of God. Therefore I haTe i:a instakingl:r 
explaine4 the attribute of meekn&as referring as it does to 
genuine and not false modest7. For God will bring to J114g-
~ent whom-aoeYer does not praotioe the genuine modest7. B~t 
to him who is really meek applies the TU"ae, "And thoe e who 
loYe him will be as the going fmQi of the sun in all 1 ts atreia,._." 
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c. Juatio• to the 1.abcrer 

Chapter 14 

It ia written. "!a.rn not to th• atifflleaa of thte 
people, to ita •ioke4neaa and its atn." Thia -paaeage is 
mac!• olear in the Zobar. iKftolfda.) The •ttnah •h1oh a .. n 
performa leaTe• hi• an4 at..aa befOl"e Go4, and ea79, "'rhi• 
man male •e.• Go4 appoint• it to atan4 before him to keep 
watoh oTft' the man tbat 1 t might ren4er him fJ>Ocl ee"ioe during 
that entire 4a7. It the man baa tranagreased the wor4a of the 
Torah, that atn leaTea him ana atan4a before God and aa7a, "I 
am from the Ian who made •e·" God appoint• it t o •tand there 
to auperY1ae1lim when there goea f orth that which is written, 
"And the Lori aaw and ap•rnei." 1. a. a e aaw that he was s tandiag 
before him. It he repenta, it is written concerning h1•, " 
"Veril7, the J.or4 will remoTe 7our atn. You lhall not 4ie." 
For the Lora baa remoYed that sin from hi• in order that he ma7 
not look apon it. '?hat is what is meant by the Terse, "Do not 
turn to the atitfness of this people, to ita wickedness ~nd sin.• 
Behold a DBll ma7 be attting in his houae in peaoe, quietude, 
aeoui ty, ant en307, ancl •7 not know how many a sin he baa comm-
1 tted Whioh atan4a in heaven and •&J•, "I an from that man." 
Suddenl7 there 1• ar~uae4 a decree that there should be poured 
out upon him bitter punishment and an itTil de ... ree. After · 
th*t he is willing to atone but of no avail for alrea~ the 
aeoree has gone fa*h. lapeoialJ.7, (Ia it 41ft1oult t o ayert 
the decree.) When it ooncerna sine between man and m&ll~ Ti&. 
rob,e17, theft, and oppression beoauee the oonatellation of the 
Yiotim crie~ in his behalf in heaTen. 

~ome and aee what ta to be found in the Zohar 
regarding him Who keeps the wages of the highered man in his 
posaeaaion and doea not giTe them to him. Such a man auffere 
a great punishment fer n.r7 laborer gl •es OT er hia Tery life 
to his work. When ~ne •ithholds auch ~agea it is the aame 
as if be brought into bonaage the laborer• aoul and the so ul 
of his household for the vapor t hat leaTea the mouth of the 
laborer on the day on wb i~h he is engaged in his work, (It 
is the manner of laborsra t~ emit Tapor.) ~11 these vapors 
go before Go4 who note• tha t these are the Tapora of the man 
who has not reoe1Te4 his pay. 9'-en tt.ough there ha s been 
deoree4 many telio1t1ea upon that partioular employer, neTerthe­
lesa the7are uprooted am talmn awa7, nay more, his soul is not 
permitted t o enter Beaven eae;h night. lie suffers all this 
because he has •1th.held the pay of the laborer. Such a Bin 
shortens cnee 4aya. It was the ouatom of Ray Ha .. una when a 
laborer of his would leaTe hia WQrk, t~ give him his wages 
immediately and t o say t o him, "Take your 10111 ·11i1ch 7ou haTe 
entrusted in t o my keeping. Take your pledge.• ETen though 
the laborer eaid to him, •Let my wages remain in ~ ~ur keeping 
as a trust." he w~s not willing and would aay to him, "Sinoe 
it is not fitting to leave with me the pledge of thy bod7, how 
muoh the more, the pledge of th· y soul.• 'rhe troat has been 
g1Yen to no one one else but to God alone, tor it is wrtttea, 



"?q •p1r1t I entrut to.Thee.• Therefor• it 1a a great warning 
to men ello hear ti. Toioe of the hir•t man weeping beoauae of 
his labor, (whether h• be Jew or non-~ ... ) When ti. lab~rer 
go•• after hi• emplo7er an4 clemancla his pa7 whioh he baa earne1I 
and the emplo7er atopa up his eara •o •• not to hear hi• plea• 
an4 t>uah•• hi• out •~ing, "Beturn tomorrow. • there i• no greater 
bleephe~ than th1•· Ria pllnillhment oo••• q\liokl7. Ria 9ro­
pert7 ia ruine4. BY•n thougb he auataina himself with gool 
at that hour, gain ant proaperi ty mall not be hie. He wt 11 
aaaur•417 be toroed into poY.rty and no one will oommiaerate 
him. Bea14ea, ma!lJ' •••ere punishment• enaue because of thie 
sin. '!beretore a man mat be oareful not to •tumble in the sin 
ot W1 thhol41ng the wage• of the ht~et •n. 



D. Charit1 

Treated entirel.7 from the point of ytew of their 

praotioal implioationa, the Yirt11ea beoome prinoip:ea of 00111mo11 ••n•• 

applied to life. KaidanoYer mike• 119· attempt at ph1loaoph1oal 

apeoula tion. Bis purpose 1a to 1n4uoe people to foreaake eyil and 

promote r1ghteouan•••· At timn, the mctiTea for auoh c:.on4uot de-

riTe their 1mpala1on from fear of the aupernataral agaoiea, or 

Plutonio f oroea. ~e appeal is made 111 behalf of a future life 

W1 th all the 4eleot~ble 1nluoe•ata which fano1 oan oreate. 1'h1a 

is the world-Tie• of th• 1abbal a and tm Xav-liqaahar atteata i ta 

eff 4.oacy. 

The tollGW1ng pa1 .. ge dealing W1 th the li1penaing 

of lbarit7 and, written in a tJp1oal homtletio atyle, atre1se1 the 

need of th•t kind of oharit7 Which is whole hearted and atnoere. 

Emphaaia 1a placed upon the 4•T•lopment of a k111417 di1poaition whioh 

finds complete aattafaotion in doing goo4 during life time. 

Chapter 30 

It ia written. "£m .. thy rtgtlteou1neaa eh all go before 
tbee, the gloey of God 1hall gather thee 111." In t'he traotate 
Berachoth it is said, "lie who seea a gathering of Iaraelitea 
ahall utter the blessing, 'Bleased be the One who underatanda the 
se~reta. • tor people.!a Tiewa are not alike." Likewise I sap 
that in the diapenai ng of ohari ty and the doing of g cocl there 
obtain among men many ti vergeDt Ti••· 1'he fir1t olaaa C;Om­
priee1 the a1aera who have not 1he power to g1Te oharity, and 
are nen rel11otant to eat and drink themselves and to make cloth••· 
'?heae men are u.nller the power of the Chi tsonim, ar d they haTe 
no ahare in the xatuha for the ,.,,,, .. i.1~0 rulea oTer t hem. 

The aeoon4 al.ass include• the one 11bo is •n•ioua ot 
others and v:hoee heart 4oea not move him to g!Te oharit1. yet 
he g1Tes a slight amount for the sake of pride. He himself 
eata and drink• a1•7• indulging in feaeta. He goe1 '}bout 
well fed &nd smug like a fatted oalf. ~onoerning him, the 
.Zohar wri tea, "Th••• men are under tbe,X,uo of the serpent an4 
the hint to this 1• f ound in the verse, 'Every one who goea apon 
his bel17.• whoeyer haa a large bellJ filled with oil and fat 
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come• under the oatagoey of'!hou ah.alt .so on tlq bell7.• • 
leTerthelesa, ~oe• who do oharit1 trom the motiT• ot oonoe1t 
are allotte4 a mo4ioum of lmrit. 

The th1r4 ola•• oompriae• the rioh •D to whom 
Goe! ha• liT• muoh wealth; tlbo 4on ahari t)T but not aa muoh 
aa he 1• capable of 4o1ng, beoauee there is left to hi• an 
eT11 •7• and he oannot foroe the 1noltaattoa to ao ohartt)T 
luring life time. OD the siok bet ~• . proYtt•• S.a 11* •111 
that oharit1 be giTen, (ID his name.) after 4eath, either to 
build a apagogue or a Beth Hame4reah or to proT14• sta4enta 
to learn tor hia aake. !bis ia the natu.re of the neatral( :,u·~ 

!he fourth alaaa oonoerna 1 ta elf W1 th him whoa 
the Lori baa fayore4 with wealth; who giTea ohari '1 during 
hia life time aooor41ng to his wealth am bua1ea himself in 
the performance ~ Gbari table •••4• and in the atu47 of the 
Torah. lie auata1na those who atu47 Torah a~d furnishea 
mone7 to teaoben that th•J aa7 teaoh tbe poor ah114ren. 
oonoerning auoh a man it is aa14, "And they rigbteouaneas 
ahs ll go before thee, the glor1 of God ahall gath.r th•• in." 

I aball giTe an illustration. It is like a 
commander ot a hoat who goes forth to war with his army. 
If the hoet goea before the oommander, it is impossible f or 
the latter to come into 4anger when the eneJQ attaaka. If 
the oomman4er gee• forth unaooompani•d in Ule front of his 
a~ he •ill be oapture4 when the horaemen of the eneaw oome 
upon him. Though he be Tallant and oan fight, yet he will 
be 1nt1m14ate4 when he looka about and aeea th.at hie hget 1a 
far to the reu• 

Thia 1a likene4 to the man who, when he doea 
rigbteoaaneaa in hie life time, it ia raid OGnoeniing him, 
•And they righteou•n••• •hall go before thee." you ahall 
not tear the a4T•~1•• to~ "The glory of God will gather 
you tn.• Without a117 aoouaera or Satan. 1lhen, ho•eTer, 
7ou g1Te charity after your death, •ho knows whether that 
charity shall be reokone4 to 7ou? For the 4eal are free 
from performing preoepta. 

Qonoerning the firat Glass, 1 t is 1ai4 and they 
shall leaye their weal th to oth••· hell thou~ tbe ~r 
children ahall inherit it, neTertbeleae they will deriye no 
pleaaure from their we•ltb after death as the Teree aaya, 
"Jew things whioh haTe oome up of late.• I haTe seen people 
who treated lightly the honor due their father. ~fter his 
death they decked tbemaelTea in preoious, new, blaok clothes 
and are oonatantl7 in good epirita. They tarnish the honor 
of their f a ther. Though it be proper to bev11iil and grieTe tar 
him 7et all this ia oauaed by the father for if you throw a 
atiok into the air it Will fall to the groun4, (Gen. Rabba 
~hapter 53, ver1e 2~.) There is nothing more foolish than 
t~1•· Therefore it ia a4Tieable for a man to gi~• ohari'7 
with a pleasant oounteDanoe 4uring his life time. Who 1mo•• 
whether hie will be put into effect. It ia an eetablishe4 
fao t tba t doubt oan neyer surpaee oertainty. The ref ore the 
beat oharit, ie that whioh aman giTea in his life time and giT•• 
to men who are deaerTing aooor41ng tc:P(T~ A,,j~ ae abell be bleaaed. 



B. '?he Training o~ 1h e Chi 14 

4 child ia 1nTeete4 With greet eanotit7. He ia 

peculiarly aene1t1Te to the Soheohinah which hovers oYer him. 

especiall7 when enga ged in stu47. To train him properl1 becomes 

a saored obligation and one that deTclT•• upon parents and teacbera. 

?be mother, beoauee of her lax1t7 and ten~er-heartedneaa . is looked 

upon as the ca11se of the child'• wqwar4n•••· ~herefore. Kaidan-

over ia eapeoiall1 1na1atant upon her responaib111t1, and her 

opportttni ty. 

~hapter 81. 

In •araha Bereahi. th of the 1414ra1h Rabba it 1a 
statel that when A4am ainne4 b7 eating of the fruit of the 
tree of 1mowla4~, t he serpent, Eye and the earth were ouae4 
because of A4am a transgression as it is written, "Let the 
earth be ourae4 because of thee." That •aa beoau1e Ad.am 
aprang from the earth. This is to be likened to a sen whu 
goes forth 1 "lto e•11 waya. The peopi. then cu.re• the breasts 
that gaT• him suck and 1a7, ·~ the breaats 11hioh gaYe him 
suck be ourae4." (~e oan deri•• from the Midraah the followtng: 
Was not Adam ore~ted out of tbs heaTenl.7 elements alaoT Why 
then were the~- not oaraed together w1 th the earth. The ex­
planation 11, t ha t Adam's creet1on fQllowed t he principal ot 
male an4 !etr.ale. For the earth belongs to the fenale olass 
aDd the •oul to the mle. The 9'1Ul ctoea not entice nan to 
sin, but lrlltter which comes from the earth tmpela him an4 con­
strains him to sin. Therefore the earth which comes from 
the lower eleme~ta 1s c~sect end not the heavelllf elements, 
f rom which the s ~u l St>ringa, :f• the soul i s not capable of 
sinning.) The reason why people curse t he breasts thet 
nursed the ch1l4 and do not ou.rae the father, (limiting '11e1r 
imprecations to t he mother.) is great. 

Every wo~n who is m~dest in her deeOa and thoughts, 
merits that prophets and pious men should issue from her ae oan 
be learned from the case of Tamar. But if a wo~ is iamgclest 
in her waya and thinks eYil and strange thoughts, those who come 
forth from her follow in her ways, "For the little lamb follow• 
its mother." Therefcre it is Wl'itten, "A8 a fat~er pitieth 
hi£ ohildren." Why then does it not read, "A.a a motb8r 
pi tie th her ohildrenT" Because 1 t is the nature of the mu: 
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who loves his chil4 to pWli sh him a• the vera~ state•, #Re 
who withhol4a the rot hate•h his s on, b11t he who lov e• him 
oheatiaeth him earl7." ETery nan who obaatiaeth his son 
truly loves him. The mother on the other hand is tender-
hearte4 and doe• not with to see the fath er or teacher beating 
her son. lfhile he is 7oung she 71el4a to every ""11m ot hi•. 
and when he grwa up he follows his youthful bent am ~oea i nto 
ways of ev1l;all this is oauae4 by the mother. Xtlo• there-
f ore th&t everything deper.ds on t he womv:i. 

At timea, there is a UBn who is wicked, but poss esaea 
a wife who i s modest . The chilaren that result from such a 
union are good and upright. un the other han4 1here are oaaea 
where the f ather is pio11s bpt the mother ia worthleaa. The 
children, following tbe bent of the mother, are wicked. There­
fo re eaoh •om~ mast aee t o it tha t ahe train her children in 
way~ of good ant that she abow no pity t~ her son llhen the 
teach er e r her huaban4 puniahea him. Every wom.ii must learn 
from the example of Bath Shela, the wife of Davit and the mother 
of Solomon, who beat Solomon when he waa e king. Onoe ha 
slept three hours d11ring the 4ay, and the ke7s ~f the temple 
were hi44em under hi• pillow ae the text a ta tea, ·"The worts of 
Lemuel that his m~ther taught him. " Hapr y the man amd wom~ 
who train t heir children in W&iB of goo4. TheD will t he 
righteoaa 9hol4 and reJ oio1 1D this wor14 and 1n the wor l4 
c.ome. 

~pter ?~ , verse l . 
, 

y.af Babb1s have aa14 that the world endll?'es beoause 
cf the~issuing trcm the mo11th of children whi l e in the 
house of t heir aeaeh•r· Hence yo u s ee bow grea t is tne reward 
~r these whvse wcrk 1• t o teaGh children. Wherever the ohild-
ren study with tbe1 r teacher t here may t he Sheohinah be foun d 
a s is t~ be lear ned f r om the Zohar. :'/hen Rabbi Simeon ben 
Yochai visited the hous e of a teacher. be woul d re~ark, " I am 
gci ng t o behold the faue ~f t he Sheohineb." ?or it was t he 
custom of men of g~cd d~ads t o visit t he teache rs, (IVhenever 
t htt men were free f r om wo rk.) jn order to recei ve, ( Greet . ) 
the Sheohinah, for it hovers over t he chi l dren e~d spreads its 
wingt over the~. Beoause af the ~e~ i s sues fro~ t he 
t)Ut bs of the chi l dren, the expa ns e a nd t he ~Yir i s ~ent • 

. -, '-
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The soul, as 4iaou•eed in the KaY. Ra7aahar, is 

a tangible t•ing residing i n a definite part of the human bod7, 

(c.f. Deeoartes' dootrine of the soul's plaoe in the pineal gland.) 

It asoends to hea•en eaoh night to render a ccount of the ~ eeds of 

the day . In order t<.> re"1fy wronga committed, th e soul, tl!rough 

transmigra tion, either suffers unendurably or ia given ano ther op­

pvr tuni ty t~ pe r fvrm the oomrnand whi c.h ha d been ti1egleoted. 

~hapter 68 , ver se 1. 

It is written, ~The soul of man ia~lamp of the 
l.."'rd." The iiobar, '-f.lmmen ting, says the we.rel i..t is made ap 
of the first letter of eaoh cf the two w<..rd11 ,.., ~;)P..,~ , fv r 
both s .1ine as one in mtin. The ., • .,..,, is vei·y holy, therefore 
1 t is envelope<! W1 th ""' which is like a ga.r·ment. There is 
y et anvther aou.l in Dltin ca l l ed <MaJ wh ii..h i s lower than thel'•"l 
f or the il•~.J prope~ res ta in the brain in t b e plaoe where the 
~ .... , s., r>·~"' are. Th• ". "liS i n t he he1art being opposite 

t he-r ),.,, .. ~ • ..,.. The <M~ is i n the liver where most of the blood 
is. Wi th rega rd t o it, God commanded men to fulf ill the 
c.cimmandment ofJ'\•.:::I ·~. t hti t these three co mrr.auds may snine, each 
oorreaponding to 'J<'"a-> l 11 1 , , ,, 1''4.IJ 

~hapter 71, verse 6. 

iVhen t he body is holy and olean t h en t he flesh is 
mingled with the d11st and t he body a nd flesh bec\lme dust and 
a shes. It must zwt suffer the plin of wortll8. l!bis is t h e 
reward due t h e body. ?he reward of t h e !10111 lies in the 
faat th•t it immediately asoends the 11p ner Gan Zden, and the 

,.., goes t o t h e l ower Gan 'S:den. ~ery Sabbath and Rosh 
Chodesh, the rt,, ge es to t he upper ~an Sdetl wh ere the ~·~ J 
is to be fo und b Dd with mu.ii light, splendoJr and oleanlineas 
it goes below at the concltision of the Sabbath, h olyday, a nd 
Rosh ~hodewh. Then the i¥ia.J ascends &Dd receives some of 
the light splendor a nd oleanliness •hi .... h th•t "'' received 
from the ;n w.J whioh is in the upper Qen Ede111. Then the 
,.,..,._,go d own into the graves &lid ass wne the form of the bo4iea 
as they were when a live a nd in that ·real fo inn stand by their 
graves and give praise tind gl ory to God, foJt the grea tness of 
t he degrees of light of tha;>t>~.J ,an4 the br:lllian1.;e of their 
faoea ata.ncl 0 11t and they add SYn8 B and prai:ses. 
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i-hapte:r 19. verse 3. 

lt is stated in the Johar ·•·• ..... n • 11Thirt1 da1a 
before one dtea, the faot is annoG1moed in Gan Eden.• We have 
le~rne4 thst 41J.ring these thiry 4aye, the soal leaves man ever, 
night and ••oenda to heaven to be hold the place he will oooup7 
in that world. But the man ts not awar•. Cot the soul~ aoti•-
it7.) ainoe during these thirty days he ta not poseeeaed of 
his former power of aoul. Rabbi Jehu4a sa7a, ~nu.ring the thirty 
days the faoe of the man becomes blaok, and his shadow departa.• 

Chapter 14, verse 3. 

The soul of the men who wt thhold• the wages of a lab­
orer is not permittea to asoend to Heaven ever7 night. 

Chapter 37, v•r•e 4. 

In the first watch. the angels s tand and sing po·..,$,.., .... 
·i' ... -.:..~r•" .. ;tu$.1 for these !oar hours are the ocoasion for weeping, 

and tlJt souls of mankind go up to heaven. Just as a hol7 
temple is t~ be found here below, so is there to be seen a temple 
above. 

Chapter 37, verse 16. 
L 

~1th m&D¥,prayer is a burden. : o aoo~er are the 
services in the s1~agogue finished than they h~sten out to seek 
the pleasures of the world. They are not concerned with what 
g~od deeds the soul oan appear befvre God, for when evening 
falls and people are asleep, the eoul leaves the bod7 to teatifJ 
c.oncerning the deeda which tbs. t person performed during the day. 
But when the soul appra¢hee God's throne, besmirched with sin, 
and not h~ving buaied itaelf in the aervi~e uf God, then it is 
oast out from the h c l7 cirole and is g1Ten over t<> the".,"" A..., \:Jo 
where 1 t is not al loud to repent. In wha tever way man ahooaea 
to wal~, the powers abo~e assist him. 

Chapter 55, verse 3. 

J14n hae two orowne on hi s head. One, when his 
soul soes up to heaven at night. The other, (ts given to the 
soul.} to accompany the soul when it returns to the body. 

Chapter 61, ve ~se l. 

It is written in iev1t1ous ~hatter 19, verse 26• 
"Ye shall net eat upon the blood; nor shall ye use enchantment 
nor observe the times." This is expla ined in the lobar. ~ur 
Rabbis have made known that sleep is one-sixtieth part of death 
for when man sleeps only the ,, • ..,J leaves him. The ~·' is 
left and it is oomposed of one-fourt4 of the blood whi~h i s in 
the heart. Theref"re the.1111• "'~<' is spread out over the bo4 
tc rest on it, especially at night which is the time when the 
~hitsonia are powerful. Even though man arise during t~e night 
and busy himself wit~ the at~dy of the Torah, yet the.Jt~..,4will 
not return 11ntil a£ter the morning pra1er. Then, the ,, • ..,.1 



is 41reate4 to ret11rn to the bo47. 

Chapter 61, ver•e 5. 

When men eats an4 drink• withoat reetra1nt until 
his bell.7 1• f1lle4 to aati•t7 and hi• tntelleot beoomea 
llJlOlear, bow oan he begin to think aeriouel7 about matter• 
of TorahT During his drunken debauoh he tall• upon his bed 
like an antaal. How then oan his soul aeoent to the throne 
of Qol to reoeiT• a bundanoe as the other pure aoala' The · 
explanation is to be founl in th~ Zohar t~t\• When ~n rests 
on hi• oouoh, his soul leaTes him, It le good for th• soul 
to arrive in pu~tt7 Without blemteh or ein and to have obaerv•4 
the wa1• of holin•••· Then the •oul merit• to behol4 the 
aplenlor of Go4 and to enter his oourt. Al aotiona, 10 like-
•i•• toea evil apeech/~~~~it the soul from going up into holi-
ness. Fort)' angtllf ~t him until ha rapenta. , .t.... 

'\.... ....&-\ ~ - 1' i..·""' ( .. • 
Chapter 73, ve rse 1, 

vur Rabbis •&J, "file night wae oreate4 for atud7 
only, for great ia the glor1 of the houaehol4 wherein the 
Torah atu47 ia heart." The eaplanation of this etatement 
is to be tou1ul in the taot that when man aleepa, his soul 
leaTea him ancl te1tifie1 oonoerning all the actiona of the 
per10n 4v1ng that da7, and the aoul 11 J wlge4 either for goo4 
or •Til, for 4ur1ng the night the Beth Din of Heaven alt in 
J114gment. 

TRilSMIGUTI~ CF TH'! SOUi.: 

~hapter •e 
·~ p&U'e heart oreate Thou within m•. and an upright 

spirit renew thou in me." Rabbi Alahioh interpret• the verse 
to mean that J>aYid'e wor4a are to be taken aa a prajer that he 
ma1 never be oompelled to experience tranam1grat1on. ETer1 
one who does not aoqutre perfection in this world ts foroe4 
b7 transmigration, Cg11-gul/l to enter another man to complete 
the work •hich he has le: t unfinished in th~ • world. Therefore 
DaTi4 prayed that he be spa.red from transmigration. Know that 
the 1ubjeot of gtlgul can be considered under two different as-
peota. The first is, that man must not necessarily die in 
order that bis soul pass i nto another ~an. l'bile he is still 
aliTe another aoul man enter his body, (tho.th& t body possess a 
soal.) and the two sculs act together as the foetus in a pregnalt 
wom~. Therefore it ts callecl gilgal. J11at as the child 
is oovere4 an4 hidden in the w"mb of the mothC", so is the new 
soul covered aDd bidden until its sin ia rectified. Then the 
new 1otll departs to the place whence it oame. This form of 
tranamigration ia not 1evere. But if on• ' • atn is grave, 
there is no other help for him but that he die and his s oul paas 
i nto a chi l d at the time or its birth. In this child•'• bo47 
it must repose for a long time. At times it may happen that 
this man does not only not reestablish himself b11t even caueea 
greater blemish to come upon him. This is a very serioua 
matter for the soul. 
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There 1• a precept the Yiolatlon ot which man beli•Y•• 
will not mean muoh punishment. (He 11 mistaken.) It 11 aer1oua. 
It i• the oommancl to returJl a loat artiole. When one eeee 
a loat arttole and doea not direct his attention to take it 
and •turn it to it• owner. he Will be forced to endure trans­
migration in a ohil4 so t hat he will ha•• an opportun1t7 to 
redeem himaelf by returning the loat article. During all 
this time, he will be oompellect to suffer pain-1 ct11tre11. 
fberetore •Y•ry Goct-tearing man prqra ·that he •7 be 8P•r•4 
froa tran1mtsration. Bgt in the eatlmatton of the people 
atloh puniahment 1a Yer7 light. Ho••••r. the Wi•• will 1lll4•r-
stant tha ti •Y•n thoggh the aogl paaa into a boly of a right•­
oua man. yet 1n apite of it. it would be much better if the 
soul were in lta final reating plaoe. Wor one hoar of en-
JoJ119nt in the fatGl'e worll far outweigh• all the pleasure• 
ot this worl4. How much more unen4urable is it when man'• 
soul paeaea into a place of autfering, i·•· in animal• an4 
to•l· At timea, he is put into a stone aa happens inth• 
oaae of man who,aptaking •Yil th1nga

1
1a brought into a atone 

that 11 fo1l?ld in the t1el4. an4 forced to endure eternal 
darlcneaa. He who 11 not careful to aYo14 forbidden fooct 
11 foroed into the leayea of a tree. anct wheneYer the winct 
blowa he suffer• great pain. -na th• Rarnaaa who exalt• 
hiaaelf aboYe the re•t of the oongregation must paaa into 
a bee. There he is Judged con1tant17, and atlffers more 
than those who are in Geh1nom, tor he ta oont1 ne4 in a Yeey 
narrow plaoe. 1'h1• is the punishment 4ue to pride. 

It a man oommit eYil thrgugh his pr14e,aa for 
inatanoe, to bring people to bWDiitation. he must allffer th• 
t qrtuea enamerate4 in the bouks of the Xabbala. :ae who 
l uate for a harlot must pa11 into the body. &yery time 
ahe haa lllio~t intercoQree. anoleanlineas is a44•4 to hi• 
tlDOle anlin•••· Those who are compelled to enter unolesn 
animal• and fowl mu~ t remain in darkness and the ab.ado• of 
death for ti.tr entrai l a rot an4 amell. Du.rt ng all that 
time th97 mu1t bear these pain• which are worse than the 
t ortures of Geh,DOm• 
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B. Rtpentanoe 

!he repenting man ia neTer rejeote4 b7 Goel. 

Firm resolution to aYoid the W&¥S of eTil, oouple4 with the con­

st~nt stuq of the Torah are the mean• b7 which man oan be re•tore4 

to llOrll&le 

Chapter 1. Terae lU. 

Let not man 1&7, "117 heart is in anguiab; woe unto 
me. '?here ia no obanoe for rehabilitation, tor I ha•• •1nne4 
greatq apinat Got." A• a matter of tact, man must alw~s 
be ooDf14ent that the aupreme •uler of th• worll 11 the King 
of Kero7. Ria handa are eyer outatretohed to reo•i•• re­
pentance ••P•o1all7 from Hia own people. 

Chapter 68, verae 1. 

A man must aee to 1t that he make goo4 the sin 
of apilltag t~ aee4 of uopulation 1lllneoeaaar117. Therefore 
let auch a IDall 1ame41at•l7 resort· to repentance. E?en though 
he sin innumerable ttmea, n•••rthel••• God is a merciful King, 
and reoe1Tea the prayera of those who repent oompletel)t. lie 
who oonfeaaea and foraakea (his ••11 4ee4a.) will be ahown 
mero7. Fear and holiness •111 attaoh to him. B7 repenting 
it Will be !01111d th•t be aooomplish•• two thinga. · In the 
firat plaoe, he aeourea atonement for his sin•. In the 
aeoond plaoe he aotuirea a4m1*•1on into the world to oome. 
lhe Yer7 eaaenoe of repentance ia to 1tu47 the forah ant to 
set aat4• 4e1'i111 te tirnea to atudy by one's self or wt th the 
help of •thera. If he be not suffioientl7 prepared to 
atud7 alone, he should by all meana aet aa14• definite perio4a 
to listen to the reading of the Torah, for after 4eatb he will 
not enter any high circle where t he souls are not concerned 
with food and 4r1nk and buainess but solely wi th the Torah. 

Chapter 77, Terse 3. 

DG not 4t.ap• .. of gaining the future lite. Rather 
atten4 to the making goo4 of a wrong 1ou might haye done. You 
are able to secure complete repentance for all those transgress­
ions Which 7ou reoall. vnly be sure to oonfeas ••ery sin 
W1 th tear•• DUt if a mari does not oonfeas all his sins before 
God prior to his de~th, he will of neoesaity bear his stna an4 
suffer the punishment of Gehinom. All this ia brought b7 man 
h1maelf. God is tille4 with mercy. Because of the abun4anoe 
of h1a kinln .. • he appoint• em1saariea and meeaengera on earth 
who anno1Uloe eaoh de.J, "~waken 7e mortals, and pity 7our•el••• 
and your children." Eeoause of tbia annoanoecent it llBY ooour 
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that of a aul4en1 tear ancl trembling mt.J •••• the hurt of -.a 
ao that he reain~ himaelt ot the I~ ot death all4 repent of hie 
•Til 1••4•· J'ear and trembling tor the aake of Qo4 giT•• a 
man oov ... ancl atrength to walk tn th• path of rtq.teouan••• 
an4 arouea hi• to repent oomplet1l7. But h• no • heart 
ts harl and who'• neok 1• atttf retarna, after oommttting on• 
tranagreasion, again to hi• sinful habite. Then troopa of 
Ch&Jaloth lie in wait for hia to attaoh themaelT•• to him. ftie7 
bring to htm man7 ••11 attributee, oauatn, him to beoome orael 
ana a aoofter ancl irraaoible ana to haTs no ·~••peot for people. 
Then the"'~~ '.>~Sa. gain oontrol of him, oaasing him tc commit ; 
ma117 oontempttble. Finall7 th•J bring him forth from ~ -rorl4 1-" 

iii a lal 1B&llller. / '~ tl1 ".t. • · " 
~ ~ • ~ · N ~ ( 

Cha pt er •a. t 1 !< 1 v 
(Winter uni ~11naohe, "J114i1oh~~tteratur." Vol/3,R.643.) 

fhe.followtng twent7-four people are preTente4 from 
repenting. 1, ih• 11an4erer, and the tale bearer. 2, the irrit­
able peraon. 3, the man of eTil thoughts. '· he who befriend• 
a wiokei man. 6, he who ii aoo119tome4 to eat meal• at the home 
of a poor man. 6, he •ho eont .. platea lioense. 7, be who take• 
a portion ot atolen propert7. 8, he who aays, "I will sin an4 
then repent.w 9, who aa7a, -1 will sin but Yom Kipp11r shall 
atone." 10, who leapt••• those •h• at11d7 Torah. 11, he who 
onraea •117 p eraona. 12, who preTenta -DJ or •••n one from per­
toraing a •ttnah. ia. who enti••• his friend to stn. l~ , who 
malte• use of the ple4ge left in bis oar• b7 a poor man. 15, 
who takea a bribe. 16, Who finds a lost artiol• and does not 
make that taot known. 17, who's ohil4ren go into ways ot eTil 
yet he doea not a4monish them. 18, he who keeps aloof froa the 
oomnnmit7· 19, who 4er1T•I honor through tbe 4iagrao• of a 
frien4. 20, who holds to be oleTer the sinful 4••4 of •an. 
21, who despiae1 w~rds of ohastiaement. 22, who oontemna the 
worda ot the wise, 23, the Mitayotb and 24, the manner of th• 
pious. 

Theas are the twent7-foar thinga against whioh a 
man must g~ard himself. S'rery God-tearin~ man should write 
th .. 4own on paper an4 plaoe it in the pr&J•r ·book that bis •1•• miq al~• rest on it twioe a d~, in the •••ning and in 
the mGrning that he ma7 not atamble. Included in these 
tw.~17-tour oatagories are maDT prohibitton1 as I, with God's 
help, shall make olear. In the olass of the alsnaerer ts to 
be inola4ecl one who i1 a Juror and speaks to one of the parties 
in the oase , "'fhat was I to do ? I · oast lllJ vote in 7011r "faTor 
but the .. forit7 preTailed agains t me." Also one of the pop-
lll&oe to whom was told the deoi1ion of the Ju4gea and who deo11Re4 
that the 4eo1aion was not aooording to the law. EY•n tho~gh 
it appeared to him that the deoiaion was not JQst, be mast~~, 
1 t for obviousl7 the .... oart oo uld only have 4•c14£ci ,. . .; r r :-·cl'- :'1.~ 
~' the la•· In the class of the one with an eYil tongue are 
to be 1nclade4 •all¥ things but all of thmn have been explaire4 
in the other Sifre Kuaar. To be aure, this one rule is entru•t•4 
to 1ou. Judge •••~1 .. n according to his merit •Ten though 
be be yoar eneaw• IL the olasa of the nan who is irritable 
is t~ be inolude4 one who is oruel and does not hearken to the 



cr1 ot the poor. Aleo one who doe1 n~t Judge according to the 
mer1 t of the cue but. nurail>g a hatr•4. wai ta ~9r reTenge. ~lao 
one who 1• arrogant and ie not put to shame and wh' brings f orth 
oursea con•t&iitl7. Be cauaea fear to fall 011 hie houaehol4 an4 
dces not conduct himself agreeabl1 With people. In the olae1 
of the man who has eyil thoughts is to be plaoecl the one who 
gives adTi~• not •e.-auae of the fear of heaTaa. lie giTea 11111t111 
to quarrels and holcla up tbe ve~ band• ot the lt1p11tant1. "110 
the peraon who 11 acou1tomed to eat at the table of one who is poor. 
H1 aak1 oharit7 but is not in need of tt. In the alaaa of one 
~ho eoateaplate1 lioen1e 11 to be inalu4e4 one who looks taTorablJ 
upon the rilioule with which the •ooffer a enJ~7 themselya. In 
t he olaae of one who aharea the apotla of the thief ts he ~o b1171 
robbed gooda. In the ol•ss of him who sa1a!'I will sin and re­
pent later is to be included one who aaya, •1 atill h&Te time to 
be a pious man, tor I am yoUllg.• In this claae also is to be 
plaoecl the man •ho leolaree th~t the prohibitions and warnin19 
onl1 refer to the few greet men of a generation, ba~" At tor me, 
I belong to that ola11 that deliberatel7 eep'1'ate1 itself from the 
upper hol7 circle. " In the class of 1l1m who aeapi1ea those learn­
ed in the law is the one who i s a witteaa t Q the lam111aticn ot· 
a 1oholar and remain• 1ilent. In the class of one who 011raea 
mazq is to be put the man who 1pree41 an evil report ab~ot an 
Israelite; who 1peaks •Til th1nga against the congregaticn; 
who changes merit to guilt and guilt to merit and ourse1 t he 
people. and arouse• Juclgment against the multitu&e. They who 
are guilty of thia will find their panishment to be seyere. There 
i s tTi4enoe for auoh ~ conoluaion. For who among our lea4ers 
ie greater than Elt~ah s n4 Iaaiah' Yet both were punished 
beoause t hey spoke falseloo4a against Iarael ~ Likewise many 
pr ophet• were punished because they did not speak faTorablJ abc ut 
Israel and did not pray in their behalf. In this olasa is alao 
to be inoludel the preacher• who appear to upbra14~ the people. 
They should be careful to 1peak 1~ a pleaaent manner in c,rder 
ngt to awaken Judgment against Iarael. For this Judgment will 
tre.aple 4own th e innouent and guilty alike and cause muoh harm. 
Let the ohaatiaer not put to s hame eTei: t he evil doer, nor exalt 
himse~ while in th e ~ot of ohaatiaement. ~r this he brings in 
the ;n11Jt Jl"1~o into the punishment, and h18 word.a de no go"d ucl 
ere hearkened to. As a matter of tact. he spoils things and 
brings evil upon himael~ and othera. If in all holy matters 
pride attaches t o people tha;n~AA~~o is mixed op with them. Mazq 
preachers pray that they ma7 not be proud. 
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c. 'rh• Sutf ering of the Bilhteou• 

Chapter 36,Ter•• 7. 

It a .. n doea not merit t~ be pr~aperous in this worll, 
T•il.7, hi• rnar4. w1 ll be 4ouble4 ill the worl4 tu come. RYer7 
one is in 4ut7 bound to be plea1ed with the lot •1th which the 
Lor4 baa bleaae4 hi•, (whethe ~ it be great or •mall.) an4 •u•t 
not worr7 becauae his inoome ia little, and must not oomplain 
a~inat the wa79· of Go4, nor 4iapla7 anger or aoorn, (for thi• 
would be kiold.ng against Go4.) but he ia to reneot that the 
atfliotion of pover'7 1• an atonement and forg1Tenea1 for hia 
sina an4 tran•greaeiona. It is the love of God to require 
•hat is 4ue beoauee of a sin ill this worl4. 

llan7 •1ck•4 OrJ' out in Gehinom, "~ould that we had 
been poor in th1~ worll and that •• bore pain• as an atonement 
for oar ein•. • Thq a.re force4 to aa7, "Our great proaperi t7 
and .. alth which we enjo7e4 ••• an eTil, for now we are oaaght 
in a wiolced net in Gehinom." Therefore, let eyer7 m&llmfleot 
eTer7 la7 Oil th••• thing8. .!Yen though all aeaaon• be not 
alike he is in dut1 bound to aa7, "E'fer7thing that God does 18 
for one'• goo4." All the more it Goel has g1Ten DD• rich•• an4 
abundanoe i• it incumbent upon hi• t~ bua1 himaelf with charit1, 
and kindneas, and to bleas the Lord. liia band ahool.d be open 
to giTe to the poer •ome of the blessin19 with which the lord 
has bleaae4 him. ETer1 one who has the fear of God in bis 
heart abcul4 ~onaider that in the time when there is an opportunit7 
tor him tu perform a MitSTah, it is certlin that an(eT1Udeoree 
has been aete4 out to him, but because of themerit of that partic­
ular •ttsyah which God has giTen him an opportw:dt7 to perform, 
be baa beem aaTed trom the eTil which had bee» deoreed against 
him. 
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D. The S1pi1f1oanoe of raat1n1 

raating an4 pra71r are lookel upon •• a aGb­

s ti tute for aaorifioe. 

Chapter 49. 

Olll' Rabbis have atate4 that the first thing that 
arouzea man to repentanoe i• faat1ng.I shall no~ en4eavor to ex­
plain the power of taatinf,but •hall preface this witb what I have 
fo und i» the Zohar.Rabbi ba was on the road and Rabbi Iaaac was 
with him.'l'he7 aoon oaae to a gar4en in whioh roaea were blooming. 
Rabbi Aba plaoke4 a rose an4 went on.Rabbi Joe• met them an4 re­
marked, "ut a oertaint7 tbe Sheohinah rest• here.I »ottoe that 
Rabbi 4ba pluoke4(the roee)in order to show great wisdom there~7, 
for I know that Babbi 4ba would not take it exoept to show wisdom" . 
Rabbi Aba aai4,ait town ant the1 aat down. Smelling the roae,he 
began to ea7"Qt a auret1,the worl4 reata only on(the )fragranoe . I 
observe that the aoul rests onl1 upon fragrance. For that reason, 
man shcald pluck a awrtle on Sabbath night: The explanation of 
this ia that Juat as the aoul me&J21ng the whioh ia oall ed a 
little world can not exiat without breath,C uur Rabbis have saia, 
"ft'hat thing is it that th• soul en~o7s,but which the body 4cea not? 
It ia the breath(fragranll18 1• it with this great world below,and 
the world above. Both exist because of breath. lhile the !emple 
existed,the people would offer sacri~ices and a'tend to all the 
punctilios attaching thereto. Throaght the holy namesihat go out 
from the verse •pj "'• !J n•i ;)\AIA and arouse the gv~ cl wi 11 of Goel ,all 
the worlds are unifi ed by one bond and one association. Thia 
indicates that the word \~'r is an expression of bringing near. 

Prsyer takes the plaoe of aacai f i oe becauatartbe vapor 
that goes upfro~ th• praying person. L1kewise,the Torah is a 
substitute ~or sacrifice. Every one must busy himself with the 
Torah. It ia accepted aa if it were a whole-burnt of fering. 
Likewise, the vapor that proceeds from the moatb of the prayi ng 
person at the time of bis fast i ng is like t he savor of burLt­
of ferings. The explanati on of the lobar follows, J uat as the 
ruse is rea ~nd when boiled becom,es white( ~~n41oating ' that red 
may become wh1te)so the sa~rifi ceconsi sting of f a t which is white, 
and blvod whiob is red(issues into)smoke which is white,all of 
which poi nts t o the fact that the sin which was red ,is turned to 
whi te. The same 1s true in the case of the fast in which ma~ brin~s 
hi s fat and blocd.Sinoe there is warmth in the body during every­
f ast, i t is obvious thet the r ed has been turned tv ~hite because 
cf the heat /Rabbi !liezer said, "'1hen I sat during a fast.I pray e4 
':.:aster of the worlcl,it is knoT-n that I have presented to you my 
fa t and blood,and my body 19 a~e beoauae of the heatcoming from 
the weakness of my powers.l:ay it be th¥ wi l l that the savor that 
prooeeds from my mouth a t this hoar be as lh•~ .. eet-amelling saver 
cf the sacri fices of the altar. :.4l;l)o~ favorme '~ 
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Bow that I have explained some of the features ot the 
fast-daf ,I will innumerate aome of those things that invalidate 
i t. Firstly,one must be caref ul on a fast day to busy one's self 
in mat ter• of holiness ,and mast Dot be as some who buay themselv·ea 
in worthles2 matters tha reward of whioh quiokly van1•hea. Seo-· 
ondly,making publio th• faot that one taata. Thia 1• serious 
for it ii exaotly like the oase of one wh~ gives a gift to a lri.end 
and makes it known. Tbirdly,being angry on the d8J of fasting. 
This is like giving a gift while in an angr~ muod.Fourthly,one anuat 
see to .it that he atud1 at least a little before tasting foo4. 
Fiftb1y,one muat eat Jew1ah bre&4. Sixthly,one should send to th• 
poor the f"'od he bas prepared for hia:aelf. Seventbly, -this be111.g 
the root and aource of all-to av~id eating ravishingly. Thia ia 
a oomplete prohibition. This waa the attribute of Eaau, the wiok:ed, 
wh~ said"rray give me~ and it 1• written in Proverba,"The belly of 
the wloked will lack~~an1 stumble beoause of thi1,namel7 those who 
eat with haste like gluttons. Eigb~y,one must avo14 drinki ng 
inordinately lest he beoome drunk and sink into a deep sleer• ,for· 
mental unbalance is caused by drink. vne will tind tbat he l~cks 
s omething sinoe he did not direot his spirit and soul before fallin~ 
asleep to God with fervor ana clarity of mi nd. Ni nthly, the fast­
day is set aside that man may speak oat his sins before God.Then 
Satan •111 have noaaousation against his sacrifice and prayer. 

This mat ter 1a clearly set forth in the •ohar.Rabbi 
~hiya and Jose were going along.Said RabbA Jose t o ~h1ya,~et us 
study rorah.Rabbi ~hiya began by saying, •Tbere is a verse which 
reads'I will make my sins known t o Thee!li ence we may i nfer that 
everyman who hideth his sins and does not make them known tc G<id, 
and does not beg for mercy finds that the do~r of repentance is 
~losed to him.Dut if he speka out,God shows pity and Bi s mercies 
prevail over h~s Judgments. If he weep, then al J t he dc~rs that were 
closed are opened and his praJers are received. ne wh~ o~nfesses 
finds that it is God's glor~ to cause mercy t o prevail over Eis 
decrees.It i s written'lie who offers a thanks-offeri ng hor.urs me! 
rwc honvrs are give n. vne is given in this world,and the other,1L 
the wvrld to oome~ .i\abbi vhiya c"nti nued t o speak ,"vn the day 
that the l emple wab destr~y ed and Israel was led int~ captivity. 
and millstunes were tied ab~ ut their ne~ks und their hands were 
tied behind them,the Shecbinah said 0 "l will fi rst e;r¥ because of 
the destruc.;ti on of my habitht ion and ~Y ~hildren,anQ of t h e grebt 
w~nder that had been f vrwerly perf~rmed 1n the ~emrle~ i7hen the 
Sbeohinah desc.;ended f r'- rr• t he --e l..ve nly ~em t· l• .it saw that the 
eerlhly ~emple was destr~yed and that the blvod of the righteo us 
was f lowing. Lifti ng up itt voice, the ~eavenly and mundane worlds 
quaked ,and it suc~eeded in reech1ng God who was des ir~us uf 
destroyi ng the worldj There came down man~ angels to comfort the 
Shechinah but it would not be comf otted. That is whet is meant 
by the words," A voice is heard on high. I t is Rachel weeping f or :ber 
children~ At the beginr ing it went forth f r om the Te~nle and 
s erved i n the land of Israel.Thereaf ter,it was taken from the 
holy land t o the wildernes s and exiled there f'->r !hree days.It 
said , ''Ho\': desolate i s the city:: !:otice how beloved were thc.se 
for mer generati u~s who busieo t hemselves with the Torah even while 
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travelling,and whu reJoiced when they happened upon a grcup of 
~orah students.Everyone whu j oins himself t o men Qf the Torah 
brings nearer the day ~f redeempti~n.God will ~ov er such a man 
ttith Ria wings to protect him from evil deorees. His prayer will 
be accepted and his posaessi~ns will be blessed. 
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SPIRITUALISM 

Because of the belief in the materiali ty of the aoal 

&nd i n its continuanoe after death,it is not difficult tv ac ~~UJ!t 

f~r the desire of living man to oomnunicate with the departing spirits. 

rhe follgwing illustrati~D might well have ~ome fr~m a page of a 

modern b~ok dealing with spiritualism: 

Chapter ea verse 4. 

Inasmuch as the enti re m~nth of Nison is favorable(for 
the a cceptanoe of pra3er },the holy souls pray for us. These souls 
are always in distress when men are in angui sh. They pray f or · . 
them when an eY1l deoree is deolared against them. 3ut they are not 
permitted to reveal this to the people. ~t times,they a~pear in 
dreams and reveal it by hints. This is to be learned from the !· · 
case of Rabbi Jeohiel,the father of iiabbi ._her who had a very 
p1ou5 frtena in the o1ty. Both were advanoed in years;men of 
of good oonduot and well-versed in the Torah. They made a vow 
~hat the first one to die wvuld appear to the other in a dream,an4 
narrate the details of his death and the oiroumstances attending 
the departure of the soul. It oame to pass that the friend of 
Rabbi Jeobtel waa the f i rst to die. 1bile the people were assem­
bled at the oemetery,a&bbi Jeohiel arose and said to those who 
were present,"Hear ,my friends,thus and thus have we vowed one 
t o the other-I and my friend who lies dead before me.I purposely 
mention him in your presence that he may fulf ill his promis8~ 
The peopled observed that the ocffin moved slightly. They opened 
i t immediately,for theJ believed that the dead me~ ~ay have come 
t o l1fe.Rowever,they noticed that the e~elids quivered.They all 
avowed that this ~as aighn that the dead one was not all owed to 
reveal anything. ~evertheless,at the expiration of thirty days 
the dead man appeared in a dream to Rabti Jeohiel and begged the 
l atter to free .him from his vow saying that he was forbidden to 
t o reveal anythins. 
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KLI.TAR LEGEXDS. 
I ~t\c, . . ti ~ r I' ,., • ,,,..,_ 

I( ,/J • • ... • ' 

~ ... (,,.,,,, . ........... ~- .. , 
I ·- r f tJ'- Cc,.·>-' """J,.UJ-1"'4 ~j~ 

EliJah pla7e a prominent role in the K&bbalietic 

worl4-v1ew.lle is the emiaeary of God to mankind.on earth,h@ assumes 

hum&ll shape.and converses with people.The ltav Hayashar contai~s maiq 

incidents •hioh illustrate the activity attributed to him: 

~bapter 7,verse 13. 

!here ia a legend regarding a pious man who waa ·:: 
walking in the company of EliJah.Tbe7 oame upon a oarcass l71ng 
in the roa4.!he ceroaaa amellet so strongly that the pious man 
put bia h&Dd to hi• nose. EliJah.however,went near the carcass, 
and did not fear. 'lhile they were walking further,it happened 
that a man oame toward them from a cliatanoe. B.ia gait -• that of 
a proud man.He appeared to be exalting himself. While he waa ·still 
a gr.rt distance away,El1Jah put his hand to his nose. !Ile pious 
man asked him why he did not put hil hand to his nose •h•n they 
had approached the oaroasa. EliJah made anawer,"~he amell of this 
man is more obnoxio~s than the smell of the oaroass,for regarding 
a caroass,a man by touching it is rendered unclean until evening, 
but he who touohaa suoh a man receives many serious forms of 
uncleanliness. 

Chapter I6 verse!. 

It is stated in the buok ,...,.,,, .... that &s regards all 
the prohibitions f the Torah,if a man violate them in secret, 
Elijah will ~Qt make them known. But i f one transgresses Cherem 
~lijah will announce the f act. Fvr it 1! said,"Behold I am aboat 
to send Eli jah to you~ . ~lose to t his verse a ppears the statement 
"I shall smite the earth with a ban~ This signifies tha t although 
all things are revealed und known t o God,nevertheless the thing 
i s not made known until Elijah ~omes and annvun~os the sin in 
publia. 

~hapter 20,verse 2. 

In the Z"har it is stated that Rabbi Jehuda says,"Bow 
dumb are the people in that they know nothing of the ways of the 
world. They know not how God is to be found at all times ~ No one 
enquires~ Three times each day,a wind enters the Meoraa Bamaoh­
pel~h and blows th.rough the graves of the fathers who are revived. 
The w1nd goes t~ Gan 3:den and,laden with balm,it enters the 
Ueoras iiamaohpelah and awakens the fathers and mothers who bettn 
to pray for their descendants immediately. El1Jah pours water 
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oTer their han4a betore pr87er. Three times eaoh da7 4o the7 
pray,an4 eaoh time EliJah pours water over their haDda. 

Claapter 73 ,Terae 8. 

Babbi Aba began to interpret ma~ won4ertul aeoreta 
oonoerning oiroumoiaion. He 1ai4 that at the tiae when the father 
brings in the ohild to haTe him oiroumcize4,Go4 oalla out to hi• 
HeaTenl7 tamil7 •&7in,"S•• •hat ~ beloTed obil4ren are 4o1ng 
in the worl4t" At that moaent Rli~ah geta himaelf rea47 anc1 ,. .... .,.,. 
.. eepa into the worl4 ant 1tanta at the oiromnoiaion. Therefore, 
we learn that a chair ma.at be aet aai4• for •11Jah who goea baok 
to Go4 to announoe that the Iaraelitea are affirming the ooTenant 
of Abraham. 

Chapter 71,Terae 12. 

It ia atate4 in tile aohar-through the Torah with which 
man ba.aiea himaelf luring the night,EliJah 1• enTelope4 in the 
great light of Go4'a faTor. B7 ••an• of thia,muoh good re4oun4a 
to Iarael. 

168570 
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