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Introcluct1on 

Th• purpoae of thla d.laaertat1on 1• to atuq 1nten

alv•l7 five paalaa where (in each oaae) tb9 Pa•l•1at feel.a 

hhlaelt to be rejected ar taraaken b7 God. The ti•• Paal.aa 

are 22, 44, 7'4., 77, and 79. n. ult1-.te queatlcm to be 

aak•d la 111hat kiD4 of a concept of God tm Paal•i•t ccmea 

to 1n auch a al tuatlon. 

3 

But this 1• not our 0Dl7 cona1deration. Pirat •• are 

intereated in eatabl1ah1ng the text and prea111tillg a tran•

latlon. 'fo aid ua 1n thia taak w• ba•• uaed t'our Bngllah 

c~entarlea •• our aaln aource of reference: '!'be Paalm 

b7 Moaea ButteDVleaer, Tm PaalJu b7 A. Cohen, The Book ot 

Peal.Ila b7 A. P. Kirkpatrick, and The Paalma 1n Hebrew With 

a C011Mntm b7 George Phillipa. In aoae 1n8 tancea when 

contronted b7 • dltflcult Tera• we have consulted th• sep

tuagint. 

It atght be aentioned exactl7 what,.....reaaona prompted .r.i... l 

the selection ot theae 1'1 ve paal11111. Paalm 22 waa choam 

becauae ot' the Paalmlat •a tort.hrigbt expreaa1on ot bi.a feel-

ing ot having been tarsakm b7 God. In Paalm 44, 74, and 

77 the verb n J f la uaed in reference to Goel'. action 

toward •n?- Brolm, Driver, and Brigga gives the meaning ot 

thia verb aa "to reject" ar •t.o apurn. • It 1a alao noted 

that the Arable cognate baa the •aning of "repelled," 

while an AaS7J'"ian cognate means "t.o be ang17." We are aat1a

f1ed to take this verb to mean •t;o reject," md have choaen 

th••• three paai.. .. nti'l?led above that uae thia particular 



Terb. But one aa7 well ask 11h7 th••• three and not otbera. 

Paalm 43, 60, 88, 89, and lo8 alao uae th• Terb 

retermc• to God'• action taward au. 2 
But ve 1'eel tba t tb9 

paalm choam ••ah preamta a allgbtl7 dit1'•mt probl• ot 

the paal•i•t. which then 1a aolTed b7 hill 1n a particular va7, 

and beemae thq are all d1t1'ermt, ~ •• tcmr are mough. 

Paalil 79 vu cboaen tor •••_.al reaaona. It la trequ.entl7 

likened b7 c ~ntatora to Paalm 74. But a aore lmportmt 

Naaon tor lta inolualon 1n tb1e a1Dd7 1a ita ••1"1 lack ot 

eDJ' direct uae 01' a ••b ae atrong aa n J l' , though all 

the conditlom are preamt tbat would warrant both th• teel-

1.Qg am lta uttermce. Thia Paala vaa choa.n thm preciael7 

becaae t.oe Pa•l•fat doe• not teel rejected b7 God, or at 

leaat does not dare to •&J' it. It la aa a contrast, a• an 

aid to CUI' UDderatandlng mat the eleaenta are that cauae a 

aenae ot rejectt on. 

Preceding tbe dlscuaaion ot each paalm 18 a transla

tion ot the paalm aa ve haYe rendered it, and a critical 

apparatus explaining an7 ditticultiea ln the Hebrew text and 

how th8T v.-e handled. 

A ditt1culty present throughout thia atu<V will be 

the tram la tlon ot the Hebrew into Bugl lab. Thia la du• 1Jl 

good part to tm aultiple tunctiom a Hebrew v.-b •7 ha T• 

in expreaaing "kinda ot time" rather than •order ot time. w.3 

Aa m example, a Terb 1D the lmpertect aight ezpreaa tb8 

aov•ent ot "progreaa1Ye continumce, • "reiteration ot action 

in the tuture," "peralaaion to do that which can ar ••J' com 

to paaa, ar the unc_.talntf and 1ndeterainateneaa that ie the 

oo at lngenc7 ot the a ub June tl ve. " 4 
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In 110at caaea the action ia not ot neoeaait7 •it.her 

paat, present, or t'UtUl"e, vhi ch •ia order ot ts...• Drl Yer, 

too, tlnda it a probl• t.o render the Hebrew Ter'ba into a 

preciae Bngliah: 

Yet, hov••er we trmalate, it mut not be ttorgottm 
t.bat a ditr .. ence still enata in th9 words ot tbe 
ar1g1nal, and that eaeb t••• poe•••••• a proprietJ 
t.he force ot which la atill perceptible, eTc where 
it cannot be Nproduced; it 11 aimpl7 the illper
tection, 1n thia re111>ect ot au.r owi language, ita 
det1ci•CJ 1n dellcac7 that neceaaltatea our obliter
ating the llghta and ahadea llbich an othervi.a& con
structed 1natruaent 1• cmpable ot expreaaing.!> 

It maat be emphaaised, 1n •lew or t.heae conaiderationa, that 

the trmalation m11t at times be but paraphrase and 1• in 

no way an adequate aubat1 tute tar the or 1g1nal. . , 
..;..~ 

But it 1a ex.actl7 that aspect ot the Hebrew •erb tb9t 

cauaea ditticult7 to the translator that makes it a pertect 

tool tor the paal•ta t. He cm expreaa w1 th one and the aw 

Terb tllO divergmt and contradictiqJ ideas -- tbe certaintJ 

ot •God w111 do thia," and the pr ~ertul hope of "would that 

God would do this." Cleanth Broolm aqa: •tt i• the ac1en

t1at who•• truth requ1rea a language purged ot eve17 trace 

ot paradox; apparentl7 1De truth which the poet utters cm 
6 

be approached only in terms ot paradox.• Poetl"J 1a tbe 

language ot paradox, and to the extent that the paalmiat la 

fl poet, be uaea the Hebrew verb to .. ..iggeat multiple Man1ng1 

11lllultaneouslJ. 

Throughout this a tudy ve ba ve aaaume d that the paala

iat 1a a poet before he 1a a theologian explain.1Dg the vaJS 

ot God, or a laVJ8r tat' the defense t171ng the caae ot man 



bet' ore the Dl Tinll Judge. Thia la not to den7 that t.b9 •• 

•le•mta are alao in the paalm, t'or tb.e7 ob...toual7 are a 

Te1'7 blportmt and com ti tuent pa rt. "'l'M dSpmalCD (or 

poetl"J') lncludea ldeaa to be aure; we cm alVQ• abatract 

6 

an '14••' t'rca a poea ••• but the idea which ve abatract ••• 

wlll alw97a be abatracted. "? We td.ll lal91> ln alnd tihe par

ticular aumer tm paal.111.at choee to g1Te e~reaaian to hla 

thougbta -- poetic ratb• than logical exposition. It 1a 

tor thia rea80n that we ccmalder each paalm aa an indepen

dmt and integral unit, rather than setting up such categor

ies •• God •• Judge, Oocl aa Warricr , God aa Com.tort• , etc. 

Again ve reiterate, vben we deduce argai•nta and t.be olog7 
h _ 

h'om each peal.Ill and present them aa abatractiona ot' t.he Paalm-

1at 1 a thoughts, the7 are but abstractions and must not be 

contuaed vi th what a psalm 1tael t' aaya qua psalm. It cmnot 

be emphaaized toe atroz:gl7 t.bat ve are interested in the Paala 

aa an integral and independent liter&rJ unit. Bow 1a the 

paala untolded? In what •anner doea the paalmiat work out 

his particular problana? Wherein liea an7 dramatic power 

that the paala might haTe? What are the characteristics of' 

the pa•l•1•t •a at7le? These and other queationa will be aaked 

ot the paalu as the occaaiona aria• in an et'tort to •Taluate 

in aome small va7 the literary worth of each unit. 

We are also much concerned v1 t.h the arguments tba t the 

psalm1at emplo7a whm speaking t.c> God. In this respect ve 
\ ' 

be.Te tound invaluable Sheldon Blank'• article Men Againa~ 
\( 

God -- The Promethean Element in Biblical Prayer. Three 
I 



7 

categorlea ot etticacioWI argument are torB.llated therein; 

the appeal to God'• 11elt interest, God.'• treel7 chosen 1'uture 
8 

eo.Uta•t•. and God'• moral nature. Tbeae categori•• haTe 

been bpt in mind and trequentl7 used t.hroug)lout th1a atud7. 

An anal7ais ot the argument• that tora a kind or dialectic 

tba t rum through a paalm, mad la 1.JKleed at time a t.be - in 

buainea11 ot a paala, will be another aajor matter ot conaid

eration tor thia atud:J. 

Lut ot all we will want t.o know what kiJKl or hlage 

or conception ot God a paalaiat baa . Thia knowledge cm be 
/ 

gained ei tber bJ" outright declarative atat•mta -de b7 a 

paalnliat, or deduced trom his argument. In view of the psalms 

ve baTe cho11m tbr consideration, this la a particularl7 knott;y 

probl•, tor in all ot than the paalmist aenaea that he baa 

been rejected by God. 

In our conclusion we shall be concemed with theae 

peal.Ila as a group. We will be interested to aee bow the ae 

psalalata work through a common problaa -- both in terms or ., 
st;yle and logic. We shall be anxious t.o d1a cover how s 1Jailar 

or diasiailar are their concepts or God. 

.. . ., 
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Pootnotea to Introduction 
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Paal• 77:8 
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3. S. R. Dr1 Tel'", Hebrew Tenaea, p. 3 

4. Drl ... ' pp. 32-S7 

s. Dri .... , p. 47 
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7. Brooks, p. 207, hi• italic• 

8. Sheldon Blank, "Mm 
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Ten of Peal.a 22 

l 7'or the leader, (to the aalod7 of) a blDd of the morn

ing. A DaTidio Paala 

2 117 God , )h God, wb7 haat Thou forsaken •' 

7ar froa aal Tat ion are the words I roar out. 

3 o ar God, I or7 out dail.1 but thou dost not answer; 

And (I orJ") at night and I am unable to remain silent. 

4 . But Thou art Bol.1, 

Dwellin« ( 1n the place of) the praises of Israel. 

5 In Thee our fathers trusted; 

Tbe7 trusted and Thou didst rescue them. 

6 Unto Tbee they cried out 1111d they were res cued; 

In Thee they truated and were not ashamed. 

7 But I am a wora and not a man ; 

The acorn ot mankind and despised by the people. 

8 All thoae who see me soorn • ; 

They aboot out the lip, they nod the head. 

9 wBe committed unto God, for he will rescue him; 

Be will dell Tar him because He delights in ilia. w 

lO Indeed, Thou art the one who forced me tortb from the 

womb, 

The one causing ae to trust (tm>m. the time when I was) 

upon IA'f mothers breast. 

ll Upon Thee was I oast trom the womb ; 

( rrom the time of 117 coming forth) from t.be bell,y of 

my mother, 

Tbou wast my God . 

9 



12 Do not be distant troa • beoauae trouble ia near, 

Por theN ia no helper. 

13 Uan7 bull.a baTe aurro\lllded •; 

Pieroe bulla of Beahan haTe enoiroled 11e. 

l• The7 open their aoutha to't •• 

(Like) a lion raYenoua and roaring. 

15 I -• poured out like water, 

And all ., bonea were 41aJo1nted; 

111' heart was lilce wax, 

And •lted in the aidat of ., lnaidea. 

16 M,y strength la dried up like a potsherd, 

K7 tongue stioka to 117 Jawa. 

Thou haat brought 118 to the dust ot death. 

17 For doga haTe surrounded me; 

A mob ot evil doers haTe encircled ma; 

They cripple llT hands and feet. 

18 I ooUDt all 113 bones; 

They look -- tbey stare angrily at me. 

19 They d1T1de m:t clothes aa>ng theasel•es; 

They oaat lots tor IA:'/ tUDlc. 

' '0 But Thou, o Lord -- be not distant! 

O llT atreDBth -- hasten to m:t aidl 

21 SaYe my soul trom the sword, 

Ky UDiqueness troa the grasp ot the dog. 

22 Save JDe trom the mouth ot the lion; 

7rom the horns ot wild oxen deliver me: 

23 Let me tell Tb7 DUl8 to my bretheren, 

' 

10 

I.n the midst ot the oongregation would I praise Thy name: 



24 Tboae wbo tear Ood, praise HimJ 

All the seed ot Jacob, honor Hia! 

And be in dread beoauae of HS.a, all the aeed ot Israel& 

25 For He haa not deapiaed, 

Nor baa He loathed the p0Tert7 of the poor; 

And Be baa not hidden Bia face from it. 

Whenner one oriea out to him he llatena. 

26 Becauae of Thee m:r praise would be in tbe grand 

congregation; 

I would pay m:r Tows before those who tear Him. 

27 Let the poor eat and be sated; 

Let those praise God who seek Him. 

Ma.y your hearts live foreTer: 

28 Let them remember and return /\ 

All the ends of the earth; 

And let bow do-.i before Thee 

All the families ot nations. 

2Q Because to God belongs the kingdom, 

And he rules over nations. 

30 All (the people ot) the fat places ot the earth, 

after they have eaten then they bow down before him; 

All those who are about to die prostrate themselves; 

But he whose soul is not liviDg --

31 A seed would serve Him, 

It would be told ot God tor a generation (that which 

Ile did). 

11 

32 They would come and declare Bis (acts of) righteousness; 

To a people yet to be born (it would be told) that which 
He did. 
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Apparatus to Psalm 22 

l The phrase ") n W 11 }1 7 ";'\ ia somewhat pUZZlln.J, both 

in 1ts meaning and function 1n this superscription. Lit

erally translated 1t means •hind of the morning.• But in 

the Jerusalem Talmud it ia used as a designation tor the 

earliest part ot the morning before the sun has risen. 

Kimohi says in the name ot the rabbis that h ] l ,,· is the 

name ot the morning star. 1 It seams likely that 10\1111 J->] 'X: 
1n its literal sense became a metaphoric designation tor 

the morning star during the rabbinic period, but here it 

still retains its original meaning. It is possible that 

the author of this psalm intended this phrase as a symbol 

with which he identities himself -- the sensitive and in

nocent hind Who is stalked down with the first rays ot the 
2 sun by a brutish hunter. But as appealing as this possi-

bility is, we have assumed that it refers to a musical mode 

which was familiar to the guilds that performed the psalms. 

3 The verb S 1 j) :\ ot the A stich is to be understood in 

the B stich which is parallel in construction. The words 

" 7 11 ., b I . \' J I literally mean, "I have no silence." We 

have rendered it more treel.y in the text as •1 am unable 

to remain silent.• 

4 The Vav which marks a transition is translated "but.• 

The B part ot this verse is extremely difficult. The I.XX 

gives a plausible rendering: ? , 

' r, > c: / .... 
&u ce Ev ~r·o•s ~r•11~f1s 1 

~ ETT~\VOS 16f~,A 



Thou art .. 111118 1n holiness (plural), 

The praise ot Israel. 

Untortunatel.7 the Greek nouns are not taithtul. in number 

13 

to their corresponding Hebrew nouns; also the versification 

doea not agree w1 th the Massoretic text. It :l fiJ J, is 

taken to bel.ong to tbe B part ot the verse as the Massoretes 

have arranged it and the words ) . ' 11.u ., }l 1 J 1 O .h reoog

nized as an elaborate expreaaion tor the sanct,uarf, one 1s 

left only w1 th the ditticultf presented bf the1 elliptical 
3 

nature ot this stich. 

7 The expression [J y ~ / ( .J. ia identical. in construe-
/ 

ti~n and •aning to ,-, J rl., l 'I .:l. ot Genea,1s 24:31 and 

1/ IJJ,'\ It 'J"" ot Job 14:1; it is to be tremslated 

"despised bf the people.• 

8 The expression al !l W .1 I 1 ., 0 !l ... refers, to the 

shoot 1ng out ot the lip, but it suggests much more than a 

pout. It was probably a common expression ot utter oon

tempt that l/JB.f have had vulgar overtones. Eve1n todaf the 

most vuiear remarks or contemptuousness can be1 communicated 

by certain gestures that are recognized the wc•rld over, 

md are capable of arousing the recipient to 111 greater 

anger than 8D.1 words. The phrase <u ~ 1 I ~ , J -. refers 

to the nodding or the head, which was probabl.~' done as an 

expression ot mock pitf. 

9 The word ) ) is an 1.Jlperative from ) ) .l whose 

usual meaning is "to roll;• here it has a mete1phor1o JDean-

1118 and is to be rendered "be ~tted. "" Th121 whole verse 

\ 

v 



ia thought ot aa a remark coaing trom the mouths of tboae 

mocking the PaalJDist. It ia oouobed in the language of 
5 

moral maxima, but ia saroaatio in intent. 

10 The word 1 n J ia a participle with a first pe.raon 
/ 

singular auftix froa n ~;} ; here like in Mioha 4':10 it 

baa the foroe of 8 transitive verb. 'lhe I.XX reads it as 

au.oh -- 6 E~ 6n-oC&xs f'.E "The one who drew ae forth." We 

understand it to mean "the One Who forced me forth.• 

Ti.t B part of the verse is Tery idio•tic mid elliptical; 

the number of Bngliah words that JIWlt be S\U)plied in trans

lation testifies to the poetic skill of the Peal.mist. 

ii The r b 1n the B part Of the Terse is a preposition 

ot time marking the terJDlnus a quo, 8S does this same prepo-

sition in the A part of the Terse. 

l3 

14' 

& The word , ., :l. ,\· is Wlderatood 88 a "fierce buil. • 

The metaphor of the Hebrew text that makes ot the 
./ 

enem,y •a lion ravenous .JlDd roaring, • is rendered tor the 

sake of understanding as a simile. ? 
I 

17 The word ., ; ,,. ") is e•nded to I "") ~\' J -- •tbe7 

dug" or better 7et, "the7 crippled," on the basis of tbe 
,/ 1 

I.XX -- wpi.1 O\V -- "the7 dug," Buttenwieaer mentions 

that the Arabic kar8 denotes in the second oonJugation "to --
throw one down in a heap" and in the fourth oonJugation 

1 
•to have one crippled." 

18 The tirst word 1 ~ 0. '\ ia pointed aa a Piel 

meaning "to teli;" since its Kal rorm, •aning "to count," 



ia auoh more oogent and inTolYea but a re-pointing of tbe 

fora, we understand it aa auoh. Bro111l, DriTer and Briggs 

atate, that the Terb ,.., ,x-) oan mean "feast eyea upon• 
/ 

or "gloat oTer;" he oites this Terse. We would carry it 

lS 

one step further and aay thia part1 cular phrase " 1 I ,,. I ., 

baa the oonnotation of looklllg at one with eT11 intent. 

20 The word ., J, I J , , \' ia aub•td. t.u~e tor God and is 

in the VooatiTe. 

21 The word "lJi T " n 1 aight at first be oonstrued to 

refer to a young child belonging to the Paalaist (Geneaia 

22: 2) • But the parallel to Cu ~ J 1n the A at ioh and 

Kimohi'a statement that "it ls the aoul, which is dwelling 

solitary 1n bouaea ot clay," 8 prompt us to reconsider. 

The word refers to that element 1n man, beyond hie pbTsical 

oompoaition, that makes him different from all other .men, 

We render the word "uniquenesa,• and understand it as being 

a desoriptiftt noun that ia another appellation tor •soul.• 

23 The verb in the A atich is cobortative, whereas the 

Terb in the B stich is a subjunctive. 

M Thia Terse aa well aa the next is construed to be 

that which the Psalmist woUld say in the congregation were 

he delivered by God. 

25 Though the Peal.JD.1st is referring to what woUld be 

his own experience if God del1Tera him, he obJectities it 

and g1Tea it the language ot a general truth. Thia 1a 

partioularl.1 so 1n the laat stich where we find a present 

general condition. 



2e The Ilea prefixed to tile tirst wt>rcl 1n the nree Ila• 

th• oauaati•• toroe. 81noe thia atat•ent hanga on the 

oon41t1on of dell•eranoe it i• plaoed in tile aubJunoti•• 

.mood. 

27 The Y8rba are oobortative inaaauoh aa the A and B 

at1oba are UDderatood aa belD.g an invitation to a banquet. 

The C atioh la UD4eratood aa a bleaa1ng tbat the boat 
9 

in•okea upon hi• gueata. But at11l tllia laat a ti ah 

poaea proble•. One would expeot the plural noun aa well 

aa a plural nrb in a bleaaing that addresses a large ooa

Pan.Y' of banqueters, but one finds the singular. The LU 

renders it: 

"Their hearts will live into eternity ot eternities.'' 

Thia rendering rather than 1nd1oat1ng a corruption lb the 

Hebrew, is an att"apt to amooth out a difficult passage. 

The apparent irregularity in nWllber ls attributed to the 

tlexlbility any 11T1ng langu.age will tend to aaaume. The 

word 0 ~ 1 ~ 7 oould well be a oolleoti ve noun. we there

tore render this atich in the plural. 

28 Thia verse oontinu.es the PaalJDiat•s b7pothet1cal 

speech aft.er deliverance, but turns t.o a new subJeot -

the kiqship ot Goel. Again the verbs are cohortati Te. 

29 The Lamed is the 14aed ot poasesaion. 

30 'l'he phrase ) Jn j-, <V ., / ' J ) .J. , . is to be under-

stood as a atateaent ot general condition and is to be 

rendered "after they ha•• eaten, then they bow down." Thia 

16 



verae refers to three categories ot men, deaorlblng how 

eaoh one relates to God dependins opon hie oonc21tion. lO 

Tba tirat category la ot tboae Who live aaidat plenty in 

17 

the tat plaoea ot the earth; they prostrate th1111&elvea after 

they have eaten. The second oategor.r ia the ""> .!2 ~ "'1' 11 ~, 

understood aa •those eboot to die;• tbe7 bend ·the knee to 

God oat ot desperation; bot the laat oategor7, and here the 

Pael.aiat nitchea to the •iDBolar tor be ia re:terring to 

hiJDaelt and thinka ot hia sitGatlon aa beina uilliq\le, •one 

wboae aool la not alive.• Thia, onlikla the other no oate

gorl•• 1a pvpoaeu lett GDtiniabed, tor a man in sach a 
./ state ia unable even to pay obeisance to God. 

31-32 These veraea describe what the Psalm.1st envisions 

will be the reaction to his declarations. The word 
r/ 

The LXX tra.nslatea it ' v-SJ 9..... • ~-,,- ., raters to a whole race ot people. 

' as 8Qah with the word r~v~°" --,. race:' v I.n t he B atioh ' .v.. / · 
--?, I 

ot tllis verse the phrasing is terse and ellipt.ical. What 

will be spoken or concerniDg God is lett implied ; obv1oG8ly 

it woold be His i!Ct ot saving. 

32 The word I J 11 ia a potential partic:iple. l.l 

The B atich ia elliptical; it is another ex~•le ot the B 

atioh not restating the verb that has already appeared in 

the A aticb. 

-
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Th• worcta that begin thia paalll are unquestionably 

the olaasio atateaent ot reJeotion. 

~JJ;4i~ ,;b~ ~].v. 
They a trike the ear with the aame auddenneaa and ttnall t7 

that we ezperienoe when we hear the opening notes of BeethoftD'• 

Pitth 8YllPhoD1'• The B atioh turna the whole Terae into a kind 

ot paradox, tbr here the PaaWat luenta that eTen bia word• 

are tar remoyed troa the plaoe ot aalTation which ot course ia 

Ood. But the open1q words auggeat a pa1ntull7 intiaate re

lationship between the Paalmiat and God. The Paa]..m.1.st addreaa• 

God twice, and ill repeating Bia naae refers to Him both ti.Ma 

aa •1q God." This aabiYalent teellng that God is near enough 

to talk to, yet too tar ott to be of any assistance ia an 

agonizing strain that underlies the entire Peal.Ill. Indeed, 

.much of this paala is but deTelopaent and amplification ot 

the opening verse. 

Terse 3 gives us more nidence ot the PaalJDist• a sen•• 

ot frustration. Night and daT he cries out to God, but there 

is no answer; still he cannot contain himaelt and persists in 

t•ia attempt to gain a response trom God. 

Verse 4 follows with the ineTitable contrast. God is 

certa1nl3 near tor He dwells in the sanctuary. This contrast 

is expanded in Tersea 5 and 6. Here it is God's relationship 

with the Paal.lll1at's progenitors that is spoken ot. They dis

played a sense of trust in God, and God reciprocated by de

llyering them. 
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But the Paalaiat•a atate ia aorrowt'Ul oe>11pare4 to tb• 

fa~rable one enJof'•d b7 tboae of an earlier d•T• So mob 

ao tbat 1n ••ra• 7 be apeaka of hiJlaelf aa a wora rather tban 

a aan,•o .. je deapiaect bT all the people. It ia 1ntereat1ng 

to note that al.mat •••~ wol"d 1n thia Teree finda a parallel 

1n l>eutero-Iliaiah. 12 Verae 8 1• a graphic deaor1pt1on of 

the aoo~l and 110oklng treatllent he waa ginn bT hi• op

preaaora. Ver•• 9 1• a taut hurled at the PaalJllat bf' thee• 

aaae .men. The faot that the autf1x endings to the verba are 

of the third person, al.ngular, aaaoullne fom ot the direot 

obJect augeata tbat thia U7 well ha•• been a popular &aJ'ing 

tbat expreaaed a gen•ral truth. ~ But this popular mxia, 

undoubtedl.1 deliTered with great aarcastic intonations, forces 

the Paal.JD.ist to think of hia oa toraer trust in God. 

In Vereea 10 and 11 the Paal.Jll1.st accounts tor hia truat 

1n God; being the one who toroed hi.al into the world, He was 

also the one that the Paalaiat trusted at the very time be was 

on his mother's breast. Moreover, it wu God who taught hi• 

to truat. 
.., 7w 5 .. :" , n., (J-3 b 

These Tersea are tender and striking at one and the saae time. 

Onl7 Terse • in the tirat ohapte.r ot Jereaiah may be said to 

surpass this as an expression ot inti.macy in a relation be

tween aan and God. 

Verse l2 ia a plea, and interestingly enough the first 

explicit one that we encounter in this Psalll. It uses the 

words ? n, .h and ,., .:i 11-p in 8 good balance that suggests 
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the urgen07 of the a1tuat1on when troUbl• ia near and Ood 1a 

distant. Thia Terse aerrea to 1Dtroduoe a long aeotion 1il 

whioh the Paalaiat deaoribea both hia lite situation and hia 

reaotion to it. It is intereating that the Paalaiat in 

speaking ot hia toraentora oontlnaal~ refers to th•• as 

ani•la of Tiolenoe. In Tera• 13 theT are spoken ot aa bulls 

and tieroe bulls, in l•b as a lion, in 17a aa dogs (the llaaao

retic Text of 170 baa the word lion, but we haTe e•nded 

this), 2lb as a dog, 22a as a lion, and 22b as wild oxen. 

All in acll, f1Te different Tarietiea of aniaala are used 

metaphorically for the 'aal.aiat•a enemies. Thia and the 

detailed description of what is happening to him that is 

like an •on the aoene report• give this section ot the Psalm 

a terrible power. Verse 13 wbioh starts this description 

tells ot the oppressors encircling and surrounding the Paala

ist. Verse 14 pictures them as a lion .menaoingl.Y opening bis 

mouth and roaring; one feels the ene~ closing in. Verses 

15 and 16 the Psalmist deaoribea hie own feelings with similes 

that are overwhelm1ngl.y etteotiYe. The expressions are viTid 

~~d fresh ; there la nothing at all forced or contriYed about 

them. One is certain th.et such expressions could result only 

out ot such an experience as it describes. The PsalJDist speaks 

ot his strength deserting hiJll as a result ot tear; he is eTen 

unable to cry out at this moment (l&b). He is so frozen with 

tear that in verse l8 he speaks ot "counting his bones," ap

parently an attempt to see it his 11.Jllbs will bend and his 

movements coordinate as be tries to work out ot this paralysis. 
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Verse 19 tell.a ot the ch.illing game his eneaiea play in the 

presence ot tbe Peal.mist; the7 cast lots tor hia clothes, 

regarding ~ aa alread7 dead. It is after this verse that 

the PaalJD.1.st JDakea h1a only other plea to God. This plea 

spans three verses (20, 21, and 22), and la marked b7 an ur

genc7 that la lent to it b7 both the language and the situa

tion. 

The rema1nder ot the Psalm, verses 23 to 32, is a kind 

ot extended and glorified •it• clause. The Psal.Jll1st describes 

in detail what he would do and what tbe consequences ot his 

action would be it he were to be delivered b7 God. Since 

this section is also an implicit argwnentation, wa shall give 

it more careful consideration later. 

The Psalm concludes on a rather buo7ant note, perhaps 

more than the situation warrants. The Psalmist describes in 

glowing terms what will be the resultant reaction to his de

claration ot God's mighty saving act, reterring to himself ot 

course. According to him all the peoples will recognize God 

as Lord ot the entire world and He shall in truth rule all 

44he nations. A note ot dread creeps into verse 30, but this 

4S quickly eclipsed by the last two verses, especially verse 

32 that ooncludea the Psalm gloriously -- those people who 

have either witnessed or been told ot the Psalmist's deliver

ance Will be the bearers ot God's righteousness to a people 

yet unborn. 

The al.JDost happy ending to this Psalm is aesthetically 

unfortunate. It does not at all blend in well With the 
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beaner sounds ot terror and dooa that atrongl.7 •rk the 

earlier aect1ona. But because ot this, one ia not to regard 

this last section aa spurious. The Psalat.at waa beuding to 

the artistic oonTentiona ot his day that trowned upon any' 

work ending unpleaaantl.7. But this majestic ending does not 

spoil tbe integrity ot the Peal.a. Rather it prorldes a piti

able contrast with the Situation ot utter urgency which the 

Psalmist is in, aaJti.Jlg ot his hopes mere illusions. 

Now that we are ready to consider the theological im

plications of thia Psalm, let us return ~n to the opening 

Terse. We ha Te alread7 said that there is a aenae of final

ity about this statement of rejection. Kuch of this la due 

to the Terb being in the perfect rather than the 1.Jllpertect. 

The rejection is stated as an accomplished tact that can in 

no way be reversed. But the Paalmi.st insists on asking an 

anguished ~hy." His rejection seems 1n his eyes to be con

traIT to the moral nature of God. 14 But interestingly 

enough this is tba only place in the Psalm where this partic

ular question la aaked explicitly. Even more interesting 

is the tact that though the Psalmist has recognized by the 

Tery choice of his words that be has suffered total rejection, 

the rest ot this Psalm, while appearing to describe the agony 

ot a dire situation is an implicit argument with God that 

hopes tor a successful conclusion. We mentioned earlier that 

the PaalJnist•s attitude in this regard is aJDbivalent. We 

cannot give this too much emphasis. This tension accounts 

tor the throbbing energy that bursts forth in almost eTery 

Terse. 
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'l'be illJ>l1o1t a.rgUMntatlon begina with •eraea 5 aD4 

6 where .. are told ot tbe trust ot the PaalJld.at•a toretathera 

and God'• response to their orles 1n tiaea of trouble. Two 
arguaents are bei!Jg suggested here that are TerJ 01osel.7 bound 

up with one another. It ls bell•••d that man•a •er, aot ot 

truat in Ood should oauae Bia to respond in a taTOrable aanner. 

Also it la felt that tbat Mro7 which waa extended to one• a 

fathers should also be extended to oneaelt, ezpeotlng a oon

sistenoy in God'• behaTior. Both arguments question the 

nature of Ood, b11t haTe Undertones ot God• a comld. tmenta aa 

well, partio\llarly the 11rat •nt1one4. 

With the TerJ nez:t •erae the Paalmiat anawera hia own 

argUMnt b7 bitterly declaring that he is a worm rather than 

a man. God need not respond to hill beoa11se he is 011taide and 

beneath the catego1'7 ot man; he is a specie ot being to which ./' 

God does not feel morallY bo11nd to oare tor. B11t 1n answering 

one argument it creates another. What kind of a Ood wo11ld 

want the adoration ()f a wora? Ia he not responsible tor haT-

ing brought what was onoe a man in Bia special oharge to such 

low estate? 'l'be tirat illplioation ot this statement is direct-

ed toward God'• aelt esteea, the second His sense of reapon

aibilit7. 

Veraea 10 and 11 that speak ot God'• intillate relation

ship with tbe Peal.mist during the earliest daya of his lite 

speak of H1.JR not onl.T aa the force that brought hili into the 

world, but also aa the one who bestowed upon him the capacity 

to truat at a time When he was completely helpless and TUl

nerable. This places God in the position ot a parent and 
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renders to Bia all the responsibillt7 that attends fatherhood. 

The plea ot Terse 12 introduoea a long aeotlon wh1.ob 

is a powertul.ly desoriptiYe amplitioat1on of the reason tbe 

Paalaist giYea in thia Terse tor invoki11g God to aotion --

;-> :i1-r;> 111~ ., ~ • But there are oertain aubtletiea in 

thia aeotion that it would be well not to gyerlook. We haYe 

here such a YiYid deaoription of terl't>r that we 9:>uld thi.Dk 

that thia alone would appeal to God's nature, to His aenae of 

Justice as well aa bia oompaaaion. But the Paal.111at•a skill 

is displ.qed in h1a oontraat of hiaaelf w1 th hie enelliea. lfe 

have earlier remarked on the Paalaist•a persistent use ot 

wild animals as a Mtaphoric deaoription of hie oppreaaore. 

The iJD.plication to be drawn is the t aince these Mn are not 

behaving as hum.an beings they do not deserve to be considered 

by God as such; any treatment they receive at His hands need 

not be laaented bJ Hi• tor He is not dealing with men but with 

voracious beasts. When the Psalmist speaks ot himself it 

seems as it he assu.mes that God is already disposed to be 

s711pathetic to him. Wby else would he elaborate the details 

ot his ebbing strength unless be belieYed that God cared. At 

this point he mar be appealing either to God's moral nature 

or to God's co.IUD1tment to a particular nation, though the 

latter is neYer explicitly inYoked, the Peal.mist certainly 

identities hilAselt in yerae 5 with tboae who came before him 

and were a tavored people. But 1.n verse 21 he makes an appeal 

that transcends the two Just mentioned: 

- . ~~-------



-Sn• ~ aoul troa tbe aword, 117 mdqueneaa troa the P9I> ot 

the dog!• Bow he aaka Ood to apare h1a on the baa1a ot h1a 

wiiqueneaa. Bia lite la preoioua beoaue though he 1• in the 

oatego17 ot an, hia soul aaJces hi• d1 atlnot troa all other 

aen. Be 1a a partloular being the like of Wbioh baa not oo

ourred before and will not ooour again. AnT g1 Yn Mn la a 

rarlt7 to be treaaurecl and held dear b7 Ood. And the Pllalaiat 

la oaretul to ahow that he la T•17 much in the category ot 

man, while those opposing hi• are t1end1ah beasts. 

!'he ti.Dal aeotion of thia Paala which begina w1 th Terae 

23 and carries to the oonclwllon appeals entire}¥ to God's 

aelt eate-. It the Paalaiat la del1Tere4 he proal.sea to 

praise God in the oongregation (Terse 23), which we aa7 well 

construe aa a proal.ae to t•ll ot Ood'a aaTing act at a re

ligious gathering (Terae 2~). The oonaequenoes ot this tes

timonial act as he •nTlaages 1 t are tantastlo. Not onl7 will 

all the people ot Israel P8J' obeisance to God (Terae 2-i), but 

all the nations ot t~e world will recognize Him (Terse 28), 

&nd the kingship ot God will be proclaimed (Terse 29). God 

will be served not onl.7 in this generation (Terae 31), but a 

oontinuous chain will baTe been created that will assure de

votion to Him troa "a people J'et to be born• (Verse 32). Th• 

J10st striking ot these statements ia found in Terse 29, tor 

it reminds ua with a frightening auddenneaa ot the imaediao7 

ot the Psalmist'• situation. Be sets up three categories of 

lndiTiduals in Tarlant situations and deaoribes how the7 pq 

homage to God. But the third category, which we can satel.7 
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aaauae to be the Paala1at in hi• Ullique situation ot •on• 

who•• aoul 1a not 11Ting, ~ ia lett unn.niahed. '!'be illplloa

tlon ia that auoh a one i• unable to worship Ood. Tbe power 

ot auoh an untlniahed atat-nt that allowa whoner ia ad

dreaaed to ooaplete it 1n hia own a1Dd 1• great. One tinda 

a .more perteot •Dlllple ot thia kind ot a litere17 ezpreaaion 

that atatea tbe protaala alone ill the laat nra• ot L-ntationa. 

I J.h Q,\'h o ,~ u D ·" ~_:) 
l,,·· n T~ /J._J ,y .h3i~p 

It you haT• aurel.7 reJeoted u.a, (and) are exoeedingly aD81'1' 

•• toward ua --

Tbe iaaglninga ot tbe aind that till 1D the apodoaia will al

ways be more terrible than anything that oan be stated. 

We haT• aaid that the aboTe argWl8Dta are oaloUl.ated 

to act as an appeal to God' a aelt eateem. l'amiliar (to all of - "' 

us] ia the doctrine "for the sake of H1a Name." Some might 

th1.nlc that thia 1s directed at God• a vanity• but nothing oould 

be further froa tbia. It refers in one aenae. aa Dr. Blank 

baa pointed out. 15 to God'• "altrllistic Jealousy" tor His 

good na.me. And in another sense it reTeals JBaD'a vanity that 

he should suppose that God really cares what he thinks of Bia. 

We baTe yet one more argWDent imbedded within this last 

seotion. In Terse 2e the Psalmist declares that he will pray 

in the grand congregation and that he will .ice good on his 

Towe. In the following Terse he speaks of holding a banquet 

to which the poor Will be inTited. Though there ia nothing 

at all in the Psalm that indicates that the Psalmist thought 



ot hiaaelt aa a alntul aan in the past, he certainl.7 doe• 

intend to be more aoru.pulows ~Ln hie nl1gioua lite ln the 

tuture. Apparentl.7 the Paa~L st teela that God would be 

pl.eaaed bJ' a aan who decided 1;o be punotillioua in hie re

ligious obl.1.gationa, u wll ua being more aenaitlve in the 

moral real.a. 
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What do ea all thla telJL ws a bout this PsalJllat 'a oon

oept ot Ood? Since thia wboln paala 1a pl.aced w1. thiD a ai tu

ation ot extrt8e urgenCJ' • llaJllr ot hie atateaenta spring torth 

trom. hie emotions and teellnga and are not oaretull.y worked 

out utterances that are meant to embody a creed. Thia aooounta 

tor the •rked uabivalenoea tltlat the Paalai.st has m.aniteated. 

God has totall.7 rejected, but 11181' yet save . God 1s removed, 

but la pleaded With to draw n•sar. God has been a saving Qod 

tor He helped the Psal.m.ist 'a 1mcestors. In that the Psalm.1st 

expects the &8JD8 treataent, hu believes that God is consistent. 

God is looked upon very llter11ll.7 as a father, in that He has 

played an active and vital p&Jrt in the birth and SurTival ot 

the Psal.lliat. God is expecte<l to act as a benefactor tor aa 

a parent He haa responsibillt~r; and one would hope he would 

be oonceA ued tor the welfare c>f his child beyond the Umi ts 

ot responsibility. God takes pleasure in the uniqueness ot 

eaab man and would not want h:lm to be ravaged by beast-like 

men. God delights in worship and would be happy to have his 

kingship recognized by the whc>le 11t>rld. God is concerned 

that those in future days will ·worship Him, and would want 

his praise and saving power t 1alked ot in a continuous chain 



ot tradition to unborn generations. These are the JDaD1' and 

complex thoughts about God that are implied w1 thin the words 

ot the Paalaiat. 

one aight oonolude that the oontradiotiona that exist 

in the &ind ot the Paal.aist partioularl7 in the early parts 

ot the Psalm are caused by the tension created between what 

28 

he deduced about God troa hie immediate situation and the man

ner in which his trust ot God waa instilled within him with 

the T•r-T ailk that he took t1'>• his mother' a breast. 
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l Por the lead.er. f'or th• aom or Korab. lluobll. 

2 O Lord.. •• ba •• heard. vi th our eara 

That vblch our f'at.bera baT• told ua; 

!he work vhlch Thou dlclat 1n their da,a 
(' \ 

AD4 in d&J8 or 014. 

3 'l'hou vi t.b Tb7 hand haat dlainherited nationa and 

planted ti.a. 

Thou haat deatro,.d m.tlou md aei th- f'orth. 

4 Por not b7 tmlr avord ha•• th97 lnblrited land; 

•or did their own am work aalntion f'or th ... 

Rather vaa it 'fh7 right hand md Thine ara. 

And the 11.gbt or Tb.7 tac• men Thou dlclat f'avor th-. 
S Thou art tbe o"» vho la 97 king. O God; 

Comaandlng th• Tictorie• or Jacob. 

6 Wl th 'l'hee ve were goring our eneaiea; 

With '1'h7 nae ve were trampling do1111 all vho roae 

agalnat ua. 

7 . Por I vaa not truatlr:g in 1q bON. 

Bor vaa 97 avord able to aaTe ... 

6 Por Thou hut aaved ua f'roa our eneaiea. 

And aade those vho hated ua aahmed. 

9 We baTe praised God continuall7, 

And 'fh7 nme we baTe thmked eternalJ.7. 

(aualcal interlude) 
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10 Yet !'hou ha.at reJeeted and made ua am••4• 

Por Thou d14at not IP torth vtth our battaliom. 

11 '1'bou haat cauaed ua to turn baek tl'O• tbl •nem:J• 
But tho•• mo hat• - took 91>011 tor tbma•l•••· 

12 'lbou makeat ot ua lia ah•-i> • .. " tood (to be eaten); 

And a110ngat 1be nationa !bou hut atre111D ua. 

13 'l'bou aelleat 'fb.7 people tor nothing ot wrt.h; 

•or ha.at !'hou lncreued t!b7 veal th ) vi th their price. 

14 Thou aakeat ot ua a reproach ~o our neSgbbora; 

Scorn and derlalon to thoa• round about ua. 

lS Thou aakeat ot ua a bJ1Drd mong the natlom; 

A cauae tor a 80rl'Glft'Ul aha.king or ti:. head •ong the 

people. 

16 117 ah .. la betore .. ccntlnual.17; 

And the ahaae ot Sf tace baa coTered • • 

17 Becauae ot th• aound ot h1ll that taunts cid a coma •• • 

Becauae ot the NYenge1Ul en•7. 

18 ill thla baa happened to ua, but ve ha•• aot torgotten 

Thee, 

•or ha•• we been talae to Th7 coYeDaDt. 

19 OUr heart baa aot turned back, 

•or ba•• our tootatepa turned aaide troa ~ path. 

20 Thou hut cruahed ua until ve are but a habitation 

tor Ja ckala; 

And Thou baat coYered ua o•er with deep gl.ooa. 

21 It ve ha•• forgotten the •aae ot our God, 

And it v• ha•• raiaed our handa in iDTocatiOD to a 

atrmge god, 



22 Surel.7 God vlll ••arch th1a. out: 

Por B• lmova t.h• aecreta ot' th• heart. 

2.3 But on '1'hlm account were ttr• perpetual.q alaln. 

We were counted aa abeep rc•r th• alaugbter. 

24 Ria• upJ Wh7 ah<Nldat Tbon aleep. o S7 Lor4t 

AvakeJ Do not reject r_.e,rerJ 

2S Wh7 ahouldat Thou hid• '1'l:l7 racet 

Wouldat Thou rorget Ollr po•nrt7 and our oppreaalcm t 

26 Por our llOUl la bent into tba duat: 

Our bell7 cl••••• to the earth. 

27 Ari••J Help uaJ 

And red••• U8 ror th• • ake1 or '1'b7 -rc7. 



Apparatua to Peal.a 44. 

l Thia 1• a auperaorlpt1on mid baa no d1 not bearing on 

th• ae•n1ng ot~paala 1taelt. 

2 Tb8 tirat word fl "11 • ) .\. 1• 1D t.he -.ooat1Te. After 

I J ~ n 'U md 7 ~ !l the relati ft proDOUD I w ·" 
ia 1&D4eratoo4.1 Pala 9:16 olearl7 111.uatratea th1a kind 
ot construction 1'here the re la tl ft pronoun 1• obnoua 1.7 

UDderat.ood af'ter the wrd .h n lJJ.:). 1n the A part ot' 1he 

Terae . 

3 !'be t'lrat two vorda ot' tbla Tera• are underat.ood vith 
2 

Buttenvieaer aa being a good text. Tbe vord l 1"' 1• 

33 

an accuaat1T• ot' lnatruamt and lenda emphasis to the t'irat 

word ti Ji .. \ . '!'be aut'ttx on the word 0 ~ {;> j, I ret'era 

not to D 1 I :l mt to I J .. }, I ;l. ,\' • Tbe ••rb ~ I h 1• 

UDd•retoocl aa comsag t'roa the root ~ '::J ., , 111b1ch la the 

Ar•aic cognate to the Hebrew y ~) , •ming •to break• 

or •to cl'IUh.• 

S Ve t'!.Dd 0 "11 ' 7.\' again in the Tocat1Te. 

la the Plel Int'1n1t1Te Conatn&ct ot 11 I ~ ; 

tunctiona aa a Gerund. The mrd 1' \~I W, 

to •an •yictoriea." 

The word 11 ·I :t .. -
mre lt 

la taken here 

6 The Bea 1n both l~ andJ'a(f).:l 1a the Iutrumntal Bea. 

Tbs uae ot the Imperfect v1 th both Terba expreaaea a amae 

ot continuous action in the pa at let't inccaplete. 

7 The lllpert'ecta in thia Tera• car1'7 a double •m 1Dg. 

Th97 ret'er to incomplete action on the one hand, and 1\l ture 

intention on the other. We ha•• rendered it aa 1-pertect 



action. Yet 1 t ahould be kept in 111nd Ulat the author of 

the Paala aq well have lntmded both -•lng• dlmltmeov.al7. 

9 '!he pbraaea , , t1 'J :) la ftakeD to be 'I Ul adverb UM\ la 

UD4entoocl u .. anlng •ocmtlDual.~;• 1n tbe B part ot the 

verae 0 7 I ~1 la 11.Dviae ftaken .; m ./adftrb. Tba vord 

t1 7 0 la un4eratoocl 14th ll.rkpatrick u 1D41cat1n.g a 

mua!cal lnterltade.4 and hu no dlnot bearing on the -an-

1.Dg ot tbl Peal.II. 

10 Tb• word ? ,\' baa the toroe ot -Wt.• Iaalah 41:26 

pnaer.ea thia ••e uage. Aa Cahen point• out, •tt mu-Jta 

the contraat between 1'bat happened prevloual7. and vbat la 

happming in the preaent. • S Ve render ? , ,. vitb Cohan 

u •yet." 

12 In the A part ot the verae the Balalat takea a tudllar 

and taYOrable aetaphor and givea it grueaoae connotation.a. 

The metaphor 1a the tlock ot aheep •Jllbolizing I•rael. It 

ia found in many Paalaa, perticularly Paala 23 mere it ia 

1\llly vorlmd out, and Paal• 100:3 vhere it ia stated in all 

ita r•iticatlona ot protective benevolence. Here tbe ••ta

'lbcr 1- uaed 14th great irony. The verb r Ji J ia to be 

UDderatood in the aenae ot •to make.• Thi tirat tw wrda 

ot the Yerae mggeat the UIUal relationship that la rre

quentl7 1.llplied b7 thia •taphar. But ita concluding word 

J :::», \' b , a noun •miing •tood," aakea the aetaphor aug

geat th.at the people of Iarael are like abeep • not because 

God will be tbe protecting shepherd md care 1br th9l, but 

because their deat1n7 is to be eaten by atbara tor mere tood. 



13 '!'he expreaaion y l 11 ·"~~ ••ana 11teraU7 •tor 

nothing ot worth.• In the B part ~ the verae tbe direct 

object la illplied rather than stated and la obrluual7 aoae

thlng lUm •TbJ veal th." llrkpatr1ck underatmdn it u 

such. 6 

1$ The Terb I l ll ., IU Ji la uaed here vi th the a••e aeaning 

that I JJ}1.h had in Terae 12 -- "to •ab.• Tmt B part of 

the Terae mew not •Thou hast •ade ua a ah•k1ng ot tile 

3S 

head ••• •, but rather -- "Thou haat •ade ua a cauae 1br shak

ing ot the head on the part ot others." 'l'be elq>J:-eaaion 

Ill X 41 7 I J ll impliea vmderment and horror that other 

people a ezpreaaed at aeeing the aad plight ot the• people ot 

Iarael. 

16 The plraae O I •11 f j la used adTerbiall7 aDi can be 

understood aa in verse 9 to mean "continually," ·~r aa Kirk

patrick rend.era it -- "perpetual}J. • 7 

17 With the word )1p4D the Mml prefix baa a ca111aative 

force and 1a parallel to ~ ] ~ n 1n the B part of 1be Terae. S 

We understand oyJ h 1:1 I 1., IX with Buttenv1eaer aa a 

hendiadya that abould be rendered "the revengetul memT• • 9 

18 'l'he lC>rd I J h X :l should be rendered •• "happening to 
10 

ua," aa Phillipa suggeata. 

20 The word 0 1 J.h 1a taken t.o be the plural o.t the word 

[ 1' , meaning "jackal." The A part ~ the wrae 1a under

stood to mean -- "Thou hast cruahed um until Thou haat turned 

ua into a place inhabited b7 jackala.• In the B part of the 

verae the word h I b J ~ la not to be translated in the 



traditional aeme ot •abadov ot death.• Concemlng this 

word llrkpatrick hu thia to a117: 

"Tlw vord 'taal.maYeth • 1a rendered tbm •mhadow ot 

death• 1n the Allclmt Veralona. md tba preaent Tocal1aat1on 

aawe that thla 1a tm ••"'•· But ooapollllda are rare 

1D Hebrew except in proper n.m••• and there are good ground• 

tor auppoaing that the mrcl ia derl•ed troa a dltterent root 

and ahould be read • taalmlt.h • • and rendered •deep gloaa. • 

It la how•••r not blprobable that tm pronunciation ot the 

vorcl waa altered at an earl7 date 1:n accordance with a popu

lar •tJ110los:r.• 11 

21 The phrase ~ .) lJI 1 !l. J 1• a t•lliar 141oa that Rggeata 

t.he ra1a1ng ot hand• aa m act ot 1n-.ocat1on. 

23 The •JEl>reaeion ,,n .:lb { .~ ~ :> 1• r•inlecent or 

J•r•mlab i2:3;>n:l.6J ( ,\'X":l and la conatdered identical 

1n ... Ding eyen though the Laaed haa dropped out. 

27 We take the ward i1 h i I'~ to be an 1.mperatl •• aa 

doe a the LXX. 

. . 



Ccm1ent&r)' to Paal.11 44 37 

Thia Pae.la la d1T1d•d into tvo 41at1nct aectlcma. 

'nle tirat aeotiOll• T•raea 2 to 9 concluding with 1be wrd 

,, ~ 0 • tella or a poa1t1ve relation betvem God am 

Iarael; Tera•• 10 to 27 which 0011pr1ae the aeooal ••otion 

or thl Pae.la oomlclera tba aaae relationablp ~ under l•a• 

bapp7 oircnuutmioea. 

TM aeoolll Tene, vbicb iroperl7 begim the Paala. 

aeta the keJDOt• tor tm whole firat aect1m. It apellka or 
tba God Jmowi through oral tradition. It begim v11b tm 

Word 0 1 11 ·/,\' tlhich Sa ill the VOCat1Te; tbua Ood ia add.reaaed 

directl7. Thi• addr•••lng or God directq COil tinuea through

out the Paala ad 11&.kea ot lt a acnologue directed toward God. 

Tbe t1. rat Terse alao ape aka or the knowledge the Paalaiat baa 

or God through the oral tradition that ha• bem oomaunicated 

to h1a b7 hla tat.her. The word J) 'J> I~,\' J1a7 be extmded 

to aem "rel at 1 vea, elder• , ..md teacher• or tbe co-•nns t)'. " 

'!'be reat ot the first section gl.Tea ua a tull end detailed 

picture ot the traditional concept ot God a• dewed and inter

preted b7 tbl Paalmia t. 

Verse 3 tell.a a 1apl7 ot God diapoaaeaaiDg the na-tiona 

and "plarting" in their place the peoplit ot Iarael. Thia 

iaag• or God planting Iarattl, while not a common cne, ia not 
'7 ' 

{ or1gtnal )v1 th tb1a Paalale t; lt cm be t'ound also in the Song 

of the Sea (Bxodua 1S:17), aa well aa in II S•uel 7:10. It 

auggeata a certain per~ence to ti. people on tbe aoil, aa 

one thinka ot tbir roots reaching deep into tba ground. 

Vera• 4 aakea it quite clear that thla la ent1rel7 

ot God •a doing -- though the aoldiera •&7 have wielded avorde 



it vaa not their ovn aftla that a a••d 1h•. Clearl7 l t vaa 

the al'Wl ot Ood am the 11pt or Bia taoe that aocoapllahed 

thia vhm Be choa• to tawor th•. C:C-nting on tbia Tera• 

Pitspatrlck a~a: •0oct•a tree cbolce, not Iarael•a merit, 

vaa the groUDd ot Bi• lntenentlon on their bebal.t. • l.3 

Ver••• 3 and 4 preaent to ua m interpretation cttba hi.-

tor le al a aTtng God who•• help in mm a large -t ter aa a 

people e atabllahing l taelf upon a lmd la a neceaai t7. Bia 

reaaona tor acticn are mlther atated nor UD4eratood, but are 

baaed entlrel7 on Bia taYOr. 

In the A part ot •••• S lt la atated that God 1• a 

king, and the B part ot thia Yerae Terltlea 1t bJ -intatnsng 

that God •coreencied. t.b9 nctorlea or Jacob. Juat •• it la 

ll1 th a m•en kq that hia vorda are 1.wdla tel7 enacted an4 

the t.h1ng oo-••Med accompllahed, ao 1a lt vi th the lit aYenl7 

King. 

. Verae 6 la a •er7 1Dtereat1ng one. The Bea ln both 

l ..:l. andl'htU.:l. la the B•• cl inatrumentalltJ md auggeata 

ti. t the Paalmlat actuaJ.17 thought ot both God and Ria ~ 

aa being uaed aa a weapon ot vm-. Tm claaalc statement in 

?aala 20:8 plalnl7 abova tbat tb.ia la mt an unwarranted 

interpretation. 
0 "010:l 

-, , ~ r J 1 l ., ., ·/ ,,. 

1 :> , :l ., 7 ,\' 
0 '£J 1 IJ n l X I 

•scme uae the chariot, otbera uae boraea; 

But ve uae the naae ot the Lord olll'" God b7 pronouncillg l~. • 

- Kot onl7 1• God an aid in battle, but Bia T•rJ" uae la a 

potent weapon. 



Yer••• 7 and 8 re•tate the th- t'lrat preaente4 

1n Yer••• 3 aDd. 4,. Yerae 9 tdd.ch conoludea thl• •eetlcn 

t'1Dda the P•alaiat girl.Dg teatbaGD7 to hia f!aith b7 hi• pro

cl-tlon ot' hla regular and ccmt1Duel wrahip ot' Goel. 

Yerae 10 ltllch begtna the ••oond ••otlcn ot' Ulla 

P•alm preaent• a atrlklng ccaparlaon to ltlat ba• co• before. 

Were it not tor tm 11Drd 1) ,~ , which 18 a little wwaual 

in thia uaage, thl• Ym-ae would be altogetmr too abNpt. 

Tm A part of tbe Yer•• •ake• two allegation• ccncemlDg 

Goel• a behaYlor tvvard tba people ot' I•rael 1n e1 ther the 

lmledlate pre•ent or the aoet recent past -- be has rejected 

th• and aade ti- alh•ed. 'l'he B part ot' ti. yerae, rather 

than being a third accuaation, ••- to aention 111>ecit'ical~ 

that area ot lU'• where thia rejection md abaab•ent haa taken 

place -- it hu been on the field ot' battle. Juat a• the t'lrat 

section ot' thl a Pa al.a vaa concerned w1 th •uc ce•• in battle 

vhen accc:apanied bJ God'• aaaistmce, thia second section vill 

consider failure in battle when God baa apparentl7 w1 thdravn 

Bimaelt. 

Verae 11 begim t.o describe vbat ba• happened to the 

-~ighting t'orcea ot the people -- their deaiae and its conae

quencea. Thia yerae, like the entire Psalm, 18 ln the first 

peraon. Verse 12 continue• d••crib1ng the conaequenc•• ualng 

•taphorlc l•nguage. the • part or the Yer•• takes th• 

familiar metaphor ot' I•rael being like aheep, ll\blch 1n the 

paat baa usuall7 111plied God'• tender am loYlng car• aa tbe 

ahepberd (P•al.a 23), 13 and turns it into a a1a1le that atrlkea 



home with a b1tterneaa not previoual7 experienced 1n th1a 

Paala. •aw the 1aage ot the amep no longer mgpata an 

object ot attect1on to be watched over, but aereq a duab 

an111al that la deatined to be al aghtered md uwu.red b7 

a ravenou •9m7. It la not 11Dllkel7 tba t Bsekiel 34 aerved 

u a model tor the ua• ot th!a particular taage. In the B 

part ot the vera• the Paalaiat oontimaea uaing •tapbor, 

but thla tlm ln reterence to God rather than Ria people. 

Here an 1.aage trca agricultural lit• !a uaed; God "vinnowa• 

H1a people •c:ng tbB m tlona. Vera• 13 ccmtinuea speaking 

ot God in aetaphorlc teraa. Here God la 91>okm ot aa a 

•rchant vbo baa aold hia poaaeaaion, tut tat.led in tbia 

tranaact1on tD gain el ther protit or preatige. ID thia 

1.netance it appear• that the Paallliat ia indebted to Deutero

Iaa11h; Iaaiah SO:l and S2:S apeak ot Goel ••lling hla people. 

The metaphor ia bN!.all7 powertul. It succeed• in recluclng 

both God md Iarael tD mere agent md object, cheapenh:g both 

immeasurably thereb7. 

Barlng injected at.one ot add bitterness in the 

Peal.a, the Paalaiat ).eaves ott hia uae ot •taphor and 

N8\Ulea agat.n deacription otthe reaulta ot God'• rejection 

ot Bia people 1D terae md araphic phraaea. Veraea 14. to 17 

Carrf out thia deacription. Verae 14 haa m abloat perfect , 
companion 1D Paalm 79 :4,, though 1 t ia iapoNible to •81' which 

i• dependent upcn tbe other; perbapa thq both came traa a 

ecmnon, e .. 11er aource. Vera• lS, vhile original in ita 

preciae 1i1> rding, baa many parallels 1D ita general thought 

which lead us t.o believe 1bat thia verse la aoat likel7 an 

imitation of already known literature.14. Ver••• ·16 an4 17 



belong together; Ter•e 16 again de•crlbe• ti. plight ot tb9 

people, 11h11a Tera• 17 wbaf.t• th• 1-dlate 0111••• ot ti. 

8'>•• that coTera t.h•. 
Yeraea 18 ancl 19 lDtroduce a ·new U.. in th1a ••ct1m -

th• •teaUaatm•• ot the people 1n ~ belief in God lD 8J)ite 

ot a4Tera1t7. Vlth real eloquence the P•alaist 91>eaka out: 

1' Jn~"' ,s) / 11 Ji ,..;"3. )7 ,'*' r j;, 
1 Ji ~ 'l ~ ::i I J , j) "' ,,. ~ I 

•All thi• ha• bappmed to ua, bui we ha•• not torgo\ten Thee; 

•or haTe we bem talae to Tb7 coTemnt. • 

Ver•• 19 continue• thi• procl-tlon ot tai th. 

Vera• 20 {again)reiteratea 1he dire aitmtlon ot the 

people; but coaing 1-e41atel7 atter the teat!acm.7 ct obedience 

to God'• va7a aa it doea, it le a doubl7 powert\11 statement 

1Jlpl7iqJ tmt thia la the reward ot God to Bis people tor 

their manifest deTotion t.o Bia. The juxtapoai tion ot these 

two veraea •Tokes a •trong feeling or 1ro117. Y•aea 21 and 

22 p roTide mother little unit. Bere 1he iran7 continues to 

mount aa ti. Psalmist a97a tbat had the people worahipped 

strange goda, Goel vho knave all the aecreta ot the i. m-t 

would haTe searched thia out. Ver•• 23, the B part ot which 

is a strong realniacmce ot both Jeremiah 12:3 and Iaaiah 

53:7, coJllJ)letea the lron7. Bot onq ha• God tailed the people, 

but it 1a because ot Bia that the7 are like lheep aade ready 

for ti. slaughter. 

The next Ter•e cOll8a aa a plea 1hat 1a uttered out 

ot tm truatratlon athelpleaaneaa, md 7et ma atrong tom• 



ot au-caaa. It beglna that tllhioh ia the cul•••tlon md 

conclualan ot thia Paala -- the lnvocatlcm ~ God t.o action. 

God 1a c_..nded to awake troa bia aleep. !'he Paalalat 1• 

not mc•••ar117 aq1Ag 1bat he real}7 thinks that God baa 

bem aleeplng. but God' a lnactivl t)' leavea 1mlmcnd.ng •an 

vl th thl• conclualcn a• ti. anl7 ••1-loglcal wa7 1n vbloh 

be can ezplaln tD hiaa•l1' 1ilat he •••• around hill. V••• 2S 

qu.eetlona Qod v1 th TeJ7 bold language, aaklng vh7 Re baa 

hidden Ria face, torgettirag Ria people in their povert7 and 

oppreaalon. Verae 26 1a the la at reference tbattm Paalalat 

•lma to tba •i•el"J ot tbl condltlcm ot hlllaelt md hla people. 

It la powertul, learl.ng one ld:;.b the 1.aage ot a aan groveling 

in the dust ln abject bullllit)'. '1'be t1nal verae 1athe final 

plea -- almple, artleaa, md direct. It auat be, tor eve17-

tblng elae baa been aald. 

In thla Paala tm tlrat person la ua ed 1tn»ugbout. 

Onl7 v1 th the exceptions ot veraea S and 7 vh .. e the a1Dgular 

la uae4, doea tbl Paal.Ja1st tall to uae tbe plural. Ttma m 
speaks tor the people, 1dent1.f'11ng hlaaelt wt.th th••· Re a4-

d.reaaea God hl the aeconl peraan trm ibe ver,. beglnntng to 

the ••'!7 end. The Paalm derl vea it• power troa tbta direct 

controntation or Goel on tba part ot tm Pealal·at -- ln the 

tirat aectlon r•ind~ Ria ot haw He !1-1 acted 1n the paat, 

1'b118 the aecon:l section la a b1 tter comparison athow God 

haa treated Bia people 1n aore recent ts.ea. 

There la within tbe entiret)' ot tbla Peal.a an 

almost trantle ettort on the pet ot the Paala1at to vork 



out a aatlatacto17 conception ot God that vlll ezp1a1n Bl• 

treatment ot Bu people OTer the ,. ... lllthin a t'Paevork 

ot logical oona1aten07. Be •tarta vlth tm God ot tradition, 

but interpret• Bia •ctlona ln a particular vq. v ..... 3 

and 4 are crucial .fbr the UDder•tmdi. ot h1.a 1Dtei,>reta

tim. Verae 3 •e- a1aple •cugh telling ot God'• dialn

heriting tbl nations Ind •plaating" the Paalaiat '• toretatb.era 

on thla land. But 1n nr•• 4 we are told bt it vaa entlrel7 

v1 th God'• help that thla vaa accam.pltti.l; and vh7 did God 

do this 1b r thla peopl8 T !he maver, which 1n a aenae 1• not 

an anaver, 1• gl•en in the laat tvo vorda ot Yerae 5 -

0 .h., ~I "":\ "becmiae Thou haat ta•ored th-." But then 

one aaka 'llhy vaa it that God taYOred this particular people? 

The anaver la not g1Yen dlrectl7, but aq be implied 1d.t.b.1n 

Wiat to llova. In the ••r'J next Yerae 1h• Paalaist recognl••• 

and proclaiaa the k1ngab.1p ot "God. With Yeraea 6 and 7 he 

stra1m to tell how his actions recognized 1his r-1. atlonahip -

b7 complete reliance upm God 1n battle, us~ God mil Hi• 

na• aa hia chiet ve111>on rather thm the bow and the avord. 

In thia tlrat section th• Paelmiat seems to be aqing that God 

ia the divine nng, 111d like a king can at tillea be arbitr&1"7, 

favoring a people tor no llJ)parent reason. But this people had 

early recognized Bia K.1.ngehip and perhaps that explaina Bia 

tavor towarda 1h•. The last ••rae ot this tirat section con

tains the people•• continuing praise end vorabip ot God. One 

would think w1 th 1he Paal.llliat that this would greatly please 

a king, be he d1Yine or huam. 



But aoaetb.1ng baa bappme4 that ..... to 1h• Paalldat 

inexplicable . The people are deapo1led, alaughtered, and ant 

into ezile ( Veraea 11 •nd 12). KTen a_ capricioua ld.Dg muld _., ~ 

not treat h1a aub~ecta ao vithout~amn. •ov tla Paalmiat 

1111a t attorcl bbuel t .,.. k1Dd ot anaver that vill aooo\lllt tar 

God being ti. ag•t and author ot these •••t• without ••k1ig 

ot Hill a oompl8teq eontrad1cto17 BeiQg 11bo baa no rationale 

wba taoeT•r tor Hia a ct1om • The caprioioulllleaa of a king vaa 

at leaat comprehena1ble, but now ttare does not eTen ••- to 

be tbia left. 

The Paalalat '• next formlla ti on otbia com ept ion ot 

Oo<l •••• 11111 aa a •rchant vbo ms aold bia aubjecta tbr profit. 

"You are aelling Your people tbr nothing of wrtb, 

And 7ou baT• not inc:. •a••d Your veal th v1 th their price. • 

But tbia breaka dollll before 1 t can be atated, mdtbe Paala1at 

hillaelt retutea 1he idea b7 carrJi.ng it to lta abaurd1t7, 

~ 

a ta ting that not.bing vaa gained b7 tb1a aale. It ia a aenae

leaa aale, leaTing the cauae tor the agent'• action unexplained. 

l'nn it· God be pictured •• a acl"U]>ulous •an ot bua ineas, h.18 

actiona are at1 11 unexplicable . Aa baa been noted earlier, thia 

ia a bitterl7 ironic atat•eDt, micb gi••• ua an indication 

ot the acid mood ot the Paa1•1st rather than a Tal 14 concept 

ot God that be ia aerioualy enterta1n1ng. 

Verse 22 gi••• ua mere17 in paaalng acm. aiggeatlon 

aa to what the Paal•Sa t' a c ancept ot God really la. In tbia 



Yerae be la tl"Jlng to pron bia oaae tbat he baa mY•r vor

ahlppecl atnnge gocla bJ' a971Dg: 

~ 7 Ji I b t 1 j n ~ I I~ , ,. I i1 
"Be Jalowa the aecreta ot the heart• 

lt.S 

Theretore tbe Paalatat need not aake elaborate atat-mta u 

to bl• contlnuecl talthhlmaa, tor God vbo lmova 111• Yel'J 

thought• ot aan oerta1nl7 lmOlfa tb.la. In the •J•• at the 

Paalmia t God la clearl7 omilaolent. 

In ••••• 24 a tlzial a tt...,t la aade to umlera tand 

God'• 97aterloua md deYloua ••Ja. Ood la illplored to awake 

and oeaae t'rcm bia aleeping. Though it 1UJ ... groaa and 

unaopbiatlcated to apeak ot' God aa being la a dol"'llaDt atate, 

lt doea answer the "Wi7" ot' Goel' a rejection. Tm plight ot 

Bia people can now be seen not aa an act ot lncomprebenaiba 

boat111tJ, but .. rely aa God'• 1nactiv1t7. But the t'lnal 

••rae, lUm Yerae 24 ~oaing 1n the form ot a plea, giYea ua 

the complemmt to the idea ot God aa a deltJ aaleep. God 

muat rlae up 111d cane t.o the aid ot Bia people, becauae Be 

ia a Godot -ron ? "merctt\ll,kindneaa.• The Yerb torma ln 
~IL 

thia laat Terae are all in the lmperatiYe, because it la ta- ; .. \./£ 

pe~at1Te that God arlae tnd talm action that vlll ta~or Bia 

people, it Be real~ la the God that correaponda to the 

Psalmlat•a image. Onl7 be~ at the YerJ md doea U. Paal•t•t 

atate expllcltl7 thltvhicb ' lhaped •Y•rJ thing that he had 

thua tar torJlllla ted. Onl7 to • God that had ,. 0 n •• one 

ot Bia a ttrlbutea would tm Peal.mi.at dare to aake not onl7 

auch cauatlc a tat-enta, but auch bold pleaa aa vd.. 



'I'M imag•• preaented bJ' the Pa•l•t• t in Yera• 13 

aa a __.chant and in Yvae 24 aa om aaleep are not to be 

underatood as t:h• Paalalat'a 1'1.nal oonc91>t or God, but aerel7 

atagea in an argumnt v1 th 'both God and hbuelt. Vltb tibia•• 
Yen• he la in a aenae boldii:g a alrror up to God md ••~: 

•Thi• la tm S-p ve baft or 7ou baaed on at ve ••• ll8PP•n-

1ng to ourael.Yea dall7. Bow do 7ou lib th• pleturet• fter•

rore th••• ••••• are eomldered rhetorical deYicea 1D an 

1.mpaaaloned plea, rathv thm • legl tlate •JIPreaalon or the 

Paalwtat•a concept or God. 

The Paala1at 'a real 1Ju.ge ot God come a 1brough 1D 

the tlrat section aa be preaenta the Goel ot hiator,. Here 

ve aee God as an all povert\al king vhoae vorda are 1amediatel7 

realized. B• bappem to taYor a certain people md eatabliah 

t.hem ill a land former~ inhabited bJ' othera. ID the second 

section ve learn that God ia all •••Ing and baa the attribute 

or IQ n, vhlch Snaith underatanda aa CoYenant loYe. l.$ 

Th• idea or CoYenant Lo•• la • deftni te progression troa the 

presentation or the capricioua X!ng vho but bappell8 to taTor 

• people. It auggeat11 that the King baa m tie• and o'bllga

t~om to Bia peop l•, 8IMi indeed, the Paalaiat cloaea the Peal.a 

bJ' demanding that the X1ng t• e action. 'l'he Paal.aiat, 1D 

apite ot e••rJthing he • ••• happening arowid hia to hia people 

and hiJUelt, 'bel ie•e• 1D a God who ia bound to act according 

to the comaitmenta ot Bia COTenant. 
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l Maachll ot Aaaph 

Wb7, O Ood, haat Thou rejected toreverT 

( Vb7) la 'l'h7 anger a110uldering aga1.m t the llh eep ot 

Tb.7 paaturageT 

2 R-ber --

Th7 co~regatlon which Thou acquired atoretille; 

That Thou didat red• .. th• tribe ot Th7 inheritance; 

Mount Zion upon m lch 'l'bou baat dvel t. 

3 Beatlr !b.7 aeU' to ti. place ot continual upheaval; 

'n. en~ doea eve17th1Dg eYil in tb• amctuar,. 

4 Thine adveraariea roar in the llS.dat ot Thine aaa•bq; 

Th91 have aet up t.he 1r ( religioua) apbola aa th• 

a,abola (or the aanctual-7). 

S Corrupt 

Axea against a gnarled tree. 

6 But now lt la ita (i.e. the aanctua17•a) carved woodwork 

The7 batter dowi together with b ... _. 81ld aaea. 

7 Th•J have aet r ire to Tb7 aanctuaey, 

Th•J have deatro7ed th• tabernacle dCMl to the v•r.r 

ground. 

6 Th8J aaid in their hearts: •Let ua oppress thma 

altogether.• 

The7 blrnt all tba •••ting place• or God in the lam. 

9 We do not ••• our ( religiom ) •JJDbola; 

•o longer la there a prophet, 

Jlor is there w1 th ua a a age lmowing to lib.at extrem1 t7 --



10 Bow long, 0 God, will tbe oppreaaor continue acornlagf 

Shall the en8m7 deapia• Tb1" name toreYerf 

11 Wh7 doat Thou retum Th7 hand and 'l'b7 right araT 

Prca tb9 aidat ot 'l'h7 bo•• (bri. th- forth/ and j 
con·.uael 

12 O God, •7 king fJ'IOa atoret1-

Who worka act• ot aal Yat1on in the aidat ot the land/ 

13 Surel7 it wa• 'l'bou who with 'fb7 • trength aplit the aea; 

'l'bou broke at t.b9 head ot t.b• aom ter in th• water. 

· 14 Surel7 it waa Thou who cruahed the bead ot Leviathan; 

Thou aadeat ot h1a tood tor ti. peopi. ot ti. waste 

placea. 

l.S SUrel7 1 t waa Thou who split (open) the fountain and 

the torrent; 
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Surel7 it waa 'l'bou who dried up the continual.17 nowil:g 

rivers. 

16 Thim ia the dq; tm night ia Thine alao. 

Surel7 it waa Thou who eatabliahed the moon and the aun. 

17 Surel7 it waa Thou who eatabliahed all the borders ot 

the earth. 

Sumaer md winter, aurel7 Thoa bast created them. 

18 R••ber this -- there 1a an eneJ87 scorning God, 

ADl a loathsome people spurniDg Th7 namel 

l<) Do not give t.o tbe beast ot the field the aoul ot 

~ turtle-dove; 

The group ot Thim 1mpover1ah•d people, do not forget 

toreyer. 



20 Look to th• COTen•ntl 

Par tbe paaturea ot the 1aDi are tilled with darlmeaa 

am Tiolence. 

21 Let not the oppreaaed remm ashamed. 

•or the poor and ~vimed who would pra.iae Tb.7 naae. 

22 Rise up 0 Goel• p1- ad '1'b1m own cauae J 

R--ber the acom Tbou (haat recdTed) clail7 troa tbe 

loathao• bNte. 

23 Do not target t:h8 aoand. ot Thim adTeraariea • 

'l'be tuault ot tho•• ria1Dg up agaim t 'l'ble that tilla 

tbe air com tantl7 •. 



Critical Apparatus to Paala ,.._ 

l With Ph1lll119 ve UD&leratmid th• lnterrogatl•• 

betor• r w ~ ., in the 8 •t1oh. l Tm ••rb r ~ y , 

la cona ld9red u the illpertect ot ccmtlnuoua action md 

la beat renda-ed ln BQgllah vi th th• pr•••nt tm•• ot 

general tru t.ha. 

2 The dropping mt of a relat1•• pronoun, fNCl'l•t in 

Hebrew poet17, occur• betvem 7hTY and h "'JJ> in the 

A atich. 'l'h• word 11 ~la Wllerat.ood aa a relati•• pro-

noun in tm 8 etlch; Bromi, DrlT•r and Brigg• concura with 

thla. Stloba 8 and C are alm c ma idered to be tbe direct 

Sl 

objects ot t.be illparatl•e I .::l /4 , aa the A atich obTioual7 

la. 

3 Tm pbra••/"'"O~~ el~,..,,, la 1dicaat1c; ve translate 

it aa "Beatlr '.l'h7aelt." 2 
The word h I .\·Cl) D ~ la a noun 

with • Lamed prefix troa the root n .\''JI -- •to craah 

into ruina.. Th• vord n .1 J 1• !Qperbolic and ba• the 

tore• ot an adject1••· '1'bl phi"••• n.:t J .his "1'bJ la •l-

11ptlcal am la to be ren4ered •to a place ~ ccntlnual 

uphe~val." In tm B atlch the word 5 :l ia not U. subject 

ot ~, 11 but 1a m adverbial accuaatlve. 3 Tbougb tm lack 

ot a definite article b etore au ch a word u ~., 1,-.: adda 

to the poetic c:pall tJ ot the • t7le in Be brew, an Kngl lah 

translation tinda it al.mat a neceaal tr to render tb9 word 

•• being det.-.1.ned, tlbich indeed it la 1n the m.ind or th• 

Paalalat. Thia occurs treCl'lentl7 in th la Paala. 



4 '!'be noun /'l~lb atmda tor th• tull ezpreaa1on 

I ~In I ;1 ,\' accor41Dg to Butt•nv1eaer. 4 But th1• 

expreaaion 1a ne Yer foum v1 th a prono•Snal autttz attached 

to the second wcrd. Therefore we prefer to take BDB'• 

readiig of tbia word u •'l'h1m aaa•bl7. • Tm word h 11\' 

1a underatoocl u referring to rel1g1oua 9711bola in ttw 

aanctua~ llhich were r-oved b7 tm eDe.J' and replaeed b7 

tm •Jllbol• ot a foreign cult. Tm mole con text in which 

thia pbraae 1a aet ia a concem tcr the temple. 

S Thia ver•• la extreael7 difficult. Buttenwieaer teela 

that it and aubaequent on•• deacr1blng th• deatNction ot 

the temple are bop•l•••l7 corrupt. S The A atich doea •••• 

to t.mpoee lnauperabl• d.itft.cultlea. uaing t•illar worda in 

a diajo1nted taahion tbat lacb an7 recognizable •JDtax. 

Th• B atich cm be rendered. but giv•• hardq aore thm a 

hint u to llbat the .. .Alling ot the v•r•• llight have been. 

6 The r-1nine pronomir>al auttlx ot il., 0 I h !l ref era 

back to the aanctuar, ot veraea 3 m4 4. Tba 1'•1nim (end- / .... 
1ng to thi~ aut1'1x doe a create a probl ... but the llhol• 

i 

context auggeata thia interpretation. 

7 Th• word y, ,x 'J la uaed adverbial~ a.nd ia idiomatic 

1n usage expreaaing completeneaa. 

9 The word ~ i,, 1'unc ti ODS both aa a participle and a 
6 

noun. Aa a nominal 1'arm it .. ana •aage.• Job 34:2 and 

Ecoleaiaatea 9:11 g1•• ua a a1a1lar uaage ot thia participle 

aa a noun. The phra3e ;lb-;~ aeana "how long• or •to 

mat extremit7." Lert iaplied in thla briet atataaent la 



th• thoupt •will Ood allow B.ia people to aUtterT• !'bia 

la the in••itabla ocmplet1on ot tbla tra911ented 'pbraa• that 

maa t occur in tbl ll1Dd ot tbe reader. 

10 'fb9 word D "'11 •7,\ la Toca ti••· 

S3 

11 !'be B attch la elliptical. ( 11oet notioeabl7 abaent -
ue aubjeot ad predleate, but both are ) auggeated b7 tu 

preoedlng atioh. There God •a bald ia apok9D ot u being 

retumed to hla "boac:m; • but in ti. B atich we Died th• 

••rr opposite ot •retum, • aDll ao auppl7 b7 n•c•••arr 1a

pl1cat1on tbl •erb •brtmg tortb.• 

12 Thi word 

being in the plural 1a rmdered •acta ot aal•atlon. • 

13 and 14 The phraaea 0 , J ,.,J J, ., Ill . ~ , in •er·•• 13 and 

r h.,' 'J ... ~ .. ,. '"'\ 1D ••r•e 14 are ... nd•d tor, J.h li,\., 

and [ }1'1 l (JJ .. ~ I • Tm oDl.7 jua t1t1cat1ga tor re-

taining the plurals wo•1l4 be to aasu.me that th91· are met a

phora tor thl BgJptlan aoldlera and the •era• re1tera to ti. 

hia torical ••• t at the Red Sea. Other veraea S.n the Bible 

that refer to th••• JSJthological monsters aa well aa the 

•eraea that tollov her• diat1Dctl7 1.Jlpl7 that trtllat ia re

te> red to 1a the God ot creation and pre-hi• t.ol'J' llho ci1d 

battle with tbeae creatuNa. It la true that PJ•anktort 

baa d.ia CO't'C"ed a c7l1.nder ••al that abowa a •••ta headed 

1l7dra and tlnda turther reterence to a aulti-hetlded le't'la

than in the Raa S~ra tezta. 1 •e••tblleaa, 11re atl.11 

-nd tba tezt a1Dce thla wmld be the on17 retetrenoe to 

a Hebraic cmo91>t ot' le't'iatban aa IUDJ' maded, i;houp we 

adait tbat tbe tezt cau.ld be le:rt aa it 1a and ~Juatl7 

aupport•d b7 thla •Tidcce. 



16 Th• word , L~ h , uauall7 rendered u luaina17, 

being the t1rat part ot a pair ot 1dlich IJ.J ~ (JJ la · tbl 

second part, _,. well be a leaa t.alllar deaigmtl on tor 

the llOOD. 

19 Buttcvieaezo conaidera thia Tera• to be ao corrupt 

tbat he do•• not ••m render it. 8 •••ezoth•l•a•, the general 

intent ••- clear enough. •otlng that ti. Pa•l••at haa 

earliezo left vorda blpll•d., v• Wlll•ntand f1 .., n 7 to atand 

tor the ccmplete pbra•• if7 w ,..., ); "'n 7 , though it 11 

quit• 1Uml7 the llOrcl ilT tu il atood 1D the ten or1g1Dalq 

ad dropped out, 1D ... uch aa elliptical vorda are not to be 

found 1D the conatr11ot atate. !be aeomd. occurrence ot tbl 

vorcl h., n 1a an UDCCmaall uaage. It oocura in II Se1111.el 

23: 13 mere it obTioual7 •aa •gmup• or •troop.• A. Cohen 

tell.a ua that •in Arabic it •••n• a clan oonaiating ot per

sona sharing tb8 aaae \, lood. • 9i 

20 With Buttmvleaer ve recognize the ditticult)" ot thla 

yerae and accept hi• emendat 10111. 10 C, 
0 b n I l "' n ~ r "l :'\ j, I ,'\."J I .'\ I b ., :::> 

21 A relative pronoun la to be understood before I ~)el..,, 
vh" ~h 1 a a a ub jaDc ti••. 

22 Th• vord7}7!l/n retera1 not to a teellng or acorn 

originating with God, but rather acorn receiY•d bJ' H1a from 
( " 

the ene1a7. Tba pbraa• O I,., /:l la adTerbial, ll041f71Dg 

the ••rb illplied in this lacon1.c aticb. The vorcl / .1 J la 

too atrcmg to mean •tool,• auge:eating •--•17 a a1apleton. 

Modern usage th inks ot a caeone loathe acne encl d iagua ting; 

w h•Y• rmdered it aa •1oathe11ome brute.• 

23 The phraaeJ.,b.h ,-, } I~ la 1d1caat1c and ita render-

1.Dg 1a that ot Buttcvieaer•a.1.l 



Cmmenta17 to Paalm 74 SS 

Paala 74 mq quite •••117 l>• brokm dCMD 1Dto aectiom. 

Vera• 1 1a a queatiOD all4 atat•• tb.e bulc tA•-· 

n ~ J / )7 n J,. o .., ,1 • 7, ~ , , b 7 
ttwJv, 0 God, baT• J'OU t'oraU. t'ONT_.,. 

In the text ve trmalated n X J J aa •contmualq,• 

vhich we ooae to real.be it ... "• 0Dl7 vb••• l:aT• C011P1-ted 

the Paa.la. In trutA th• Paalalat voul.4 not ha•• bothered 

writing th• Paala it' h• v_.• OOllPl•t•~ ocm'dnced tbat God 

bad r•J ected • t'oNTC" . • What ta. vol'd aeuaa b.er• la ti. beglD

niDg llh•n the Pa•l•tat pUl'poael7 oTentatea hia gri•Tance, 

and what it -an• 1n retroapect 1a acm.1b1Dg ot' a paradoz. 

It la thla paradoz, geerating a tcaion, that g1Tea riae to 

th• Paal.a and othera 11.D it. 

Vera•• 2-4 com ti tut• a pi.a 1D which the lDI 7 words are 

•rtmeaber• and 9beat1r ThJa•lt'.• Goel ia co .. •ad•d to at 

leaat conalder the al tuation. 

Ven•• 4-9 are a deacriptl•e paaaage that detail the 

deatructlon ot' th• t•ple wmught b7 tm •n•mJ'· It baa a 

certain completen••• v1 thin ltaelt and ia wrth a caretul 

consideration. Verae 4 begina thla aectlon b7 telling ot' 

b r w the •n•7 baa pel"petrated aacrllege in the t•pl• b7 

howling lika a beast, and b7 r•mo•lng t!M proper •J11bola 

and replac~ th• vi th hia Ollll. Within thia Tera• we ••• 

a progreaalon t'roa a leaaer ot'tenae t.o a greater ot't'ense 

that vlll continue to be deTeloped throughOllt th1a section. 

Verae S la corrupt be7ond rtipair aa we ha•• alread7 

noted. Vera• 6 la quite clear and retera to U. want.on wa7 

in which the en..,- takes ita foreign 1natNJMmta to the 



tlnel7 oai-Yed vooclvork ot the tmple. 

Vera• 7 tell.a or a JION thorough v97 ot deatrOJi.Dg 

th• teapl•. Tba •nemJ bu •et tire to it and bu med 1 t 

to th• ground. Yer•• 8 auc ceeda 1D the lnoreaalng ot tu 

1ntm•it7 ot tenor bJ a direct quote trcm tm aauth ot 

th• •Mm7• ••Iring it olear that hia inte».tlom are nothiDg 

abort ot oam:plete deTaatatlon. Ti. B part ot tbl Terse 

bear• thia out aa v• learn that all tb8 •••ting place• tor 

the vorahip ot Goel, doubtleaal7 acattered tbraugbout the 

countl'Jalde, ha"N bem blU'ned. Vera• 9 which concludes 

thla aection ia a aaaterpl•c• ot laconic atatement. Here 

ve are told tbe allloet cruahing tacta, that not onl7 are 

the t•lliar and comtorting •Jllbola ot tm t•ple gone, 

bat tl»N la neither prophet nor vlae aan to g1 ve even a 

thread ot hope. 

Veraee 10 and 11 oonatl tu.te another plea. It la not 

onl7 a reaction to ti. tlnal note ot utter despair ot the 

pNrloue section, but it 1a allloat a neoeasit7. Veraea 10 

end lla are aganized queatiom directed to God, but llb la 

.n insistent dellalld tor th• destruction ot tbl oppreasora. 

Ver••• l2 to 17 consU wte another section ot the Psala 

that baa a certain caapleteness within itaelt, and la at the 

same tiM a nec•••U'1 integral part. In recalling tbe deeda 

ot the God of creation, pre-h!ator,-, and nature the Paalalat 

projects a certain calm in an otmrviae turbulent deacription 

ot desperation in the face ot deatruction. It la a kind ot 

tactical retreat atter the Psalmlat baa uttered betore God 

his deepest and darkest viah -- the deatruction ot hia 



S7 

enem1••. But 1 t la auoh more U:um a llOIUDt •a rempit• berore 

tbe NSUllption of the anxiou Or'f• It la lllm the gr&Te-

41gger aoen• iii 11.alet, 11h1oh prorid•• not onl7 tba imeb 

needed oaa1c relier 1D tm midat ot gathm-mg trag•cv. but 

••t• the Pl"OJ>er aood ror ti. au41enoe, t'ortlf'Jlng the• vi th 

a phlloaopb.7 ot lit• ao that th97 cm bear up w:d• th• hor

rible oonaequenc•• ot the final act, (not to aantion the aheer 

aechanlcal geniu• ot ha•1Dg Bmlet in thep-aper place to vit

neaa Ophelia'• 1Umral, thua alloving ti. dr ... tic 11Dll or 

action to begin once again). It 1a illportmt tbat Ood ahould 

b• r-1.nded or Jlia av1Ul 4eeda ot 4eatNction or tm prla

••al beaata mo once tbreatm•d tm ffrJ enatenc• of tb9 

vorld. Be he• eauaed the vatera to breu t'orth, but can 

alao drJ the• up (•era• lS ). Be ia reapomlbl• 1'or both 

dq and night (Tera• 16). And in •erae 17, bei'ore ve learn 

that God ia alao re91>onaibl• tor both aumaer and vint~r, it 

ia aade quite clear that God eatabliab•a border•. !'hia ia 

extreael7 aignllicant, tor while it is aerel7 mentioned in 

a list or aspect• or nature that are umer Bla control, 1 t 

illpl1e a t 'lat an7 nation that vo uld o• errun hla border ia 

'Yiolatlng the natural order ot tbe world. Should it not 

be tor God to correct this? 

Verse a 18 to 23 c me lude the Paalm vi th a plea. 
;/ 

It 

begins bJ' calling God'• attention once again to tb9 •n-7 

who blaapheiMa Bt.. Vera• 19 re•e.raea ti eld and aaka God 

to consider Bia do••, an ob•ioua iaege tor th• people or 

Israel; tb9 poor ahould not be forgotten. V••• 20 call• 



to God to look to tba eo••nut during a 4ark an4 Yiol•t 

hour • and •••• 21 ha• Oo4 oona14v the poor an4 oppreaae4. 

But l t la 1n ••r•• 22 that tm 11011t telllag blov 1• dell•erecl. 

D",1·j;-\ ,1blf 

'1'be vord .1.,, bu at leut ttlo dlatinct .. an1nga. It 

retera to a quarrel that aq vell be ot a phJaleal nature. 

and a dispute that 1a atrlotl7 Yvbal. Ill thia lattv uaage 

it aa7 ••en be a technical tem tar a legal diapute ccnaidered 

in a court. We bellen that both .. an1nga are lilt ended here. 

Thi P••l•'• t ha• b•• argaalDg God• a cue tar Bia. point lag 

out the •UV reaaom v)V Be ahoul4 take a particular point 

ot viev and decide ln tawr ot the parq tbat the Paal•Sat 

npreaenta. The Paalaiat alao teela that tbe ve17 deteat of 

h1a people 1a due to the tailve ot Ood to tight tor th•. 

In truth, tor Goel to plead Bia own ca•• v°'1ld ot neceaal t7 

cauae Him to talal action ln battle against the oppnaalag 

m•IQ'• The Paala doea not end here learlng one on the ••r'7 
peak or emotion. but retreat• to an alreadJ beard argument. 

certainly leas torcetul than the om in the preYioua Yerae. 

But thia, too, baa lta ertect, prOYldlng a velccme relaxation 

trom the hlgb-pitched lntenal t7 or th• reat ot tba Paalm -

ccm.iDg aa a r•inine ending to a line ot atrlct lamblc aetv. 

The aoe t reaarkable thing ab out thla P aal• la the et

tortleas vq in which the Paalalat aakea tranaltiona h'Oa 

om section to another. Tm beat exmple ot thia la the 

linkage between the description ot tbl deatruction of the 

t•ple ( veraea 4-9) and t.he plea that coma bard upon it 1n 



nr••• 10 and 11. '1'be laat pbr••• in Tera• 9 18 

il b - T :Y ~ 7 I .., I J .h . ,. . ~ ~ I 
•AD:t there la not a aage aacmg ua mo Imo•• to vhat extremlt7 

(hall loag --)• 

Ver•• 10 pick• up thla la at ez:preaalon and al tera 1 t alight-

•uow long. o Goel. vlll tm oppreaaor continue aeorningT• 

Another interesting -rk ot thb Pael•Sat '• at7le ia 

h1a -t.hod ot auggeating 14••• v1 tbaut stating th•· Be not 

only uaea elliptica1 pbraaea alreact;J noted in tbe critical 

apparatua • but will ao•tima tore• t.he read• to complete 

a phraa• that b8 baa lett unt'iniahed. Thia 1a moat obYioua 

in the C atich ot Yerae 9. Vera• 11 pro•id•• an •ltmlPl• ot 

how the A atlch and B atich of a verse can complea•t each 

other. 
7J_,b..,I lT"' 

,-,/:;, 7p.,n 
"W"'- y doat 'l'hou retum Tlq band and Tb7 right arm! 

Prom the mldat ot T}Q' boaoa (bring th• torth)' am) consuaeJ• 

Baell aticb. lacka a word that ia g1Yen in the other atich. 

In the A atich t.he lack ot the word "boaoa• ia not tel t until 

one baa alrea~ proceeded to the B atich and tlnda it there. 

There 1a another ina tmce ot the auggeatlon of a word llhich 

ve did not tim it neceaaa17 to take note ot in the critical 

apparatus. In the B a ti ch ot vvae 3 it la not unllklll7 tbat 



the Paa1111at int•cla the reader to auppl7 an 1.llperatl•• 

lib 1/ ,~l / •anr.t ••• -• at th• beglnnlDg of tbe at.loll; 

it would ooaplete th• parallel oomtmction of thla ••r•• 

p.rteotl7. !'bia Paal.S..t la a •t711at ot the firat or4_. 

md lmowa well bov to bmdl• vorda. 

Let ua look now at tm argument. The ••l'J rtrat 
v..r' ·'-'V''.-

ye r• • that aab vtv Goel hu rejected rare•er1 ••t• up th• 

probl•• ot th• Pa-1.a. !'be B atich aaka tbe •- queation 

lD a dUfer•t vq. ID thB A atich God reject• md la 

inactive; but 1n tbe B atich we are told tbat God la acti•• 

in a v~ deatruoti•• to hia people. But moat illportant or 

all ln thia atich la th• phraa•lfl"~il:l ( X ~ -- •aheep 

ot Th7 pasturage;" In theae two words ve tind expressed 
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the Paal.miat 'a rlev ot the rel at 1omhip between Israel and 

God. Thia la e~ancled in tbe next ••rae llben past h1ato17 

1a alluded to: Goel acqL1red Iarael and like a kinaaan re

deemed Israel. It vaa God vho in both 1.natancea aade th• 

tirat overtures that broi.ight Bia into thla relatlonahip. 

Therefore God haa a reapomib111t)-, b.lt it ia not an onerous 

one -- Israel 1a Goel• a illheri tance. BYm rut-ther, God ac

tur 117 dvelled in their midat at om ti. on Mount Zion. 

Thia relationship between God and Iarael ma7 be a legal one 

aa the reference to the c o•mant lD Terse 20 au ggeata, but 

here in the ••17 beginning it transcends mere obligation, 

tor 1~ haa been initiated b7 Om liho cares ao much tor this 

people that he chooaea to dwell amongst th•. The contra

diction in God •a present anger contrasted with h1a tomer 

rela tiomhip to Bia people is well developed in t.beae tev 



. 
veraea. '1'be a~t t.hat God be conaiatmt 1n hi• action.a 

1a a • trong om. 

Yeraea 4 to 9, mile preaent1~ an all t.oo vlTid 

description or the deatruc tion or God • • home or worabip. 

alao preaenta an illpllcd. t arguMDt. It la bel1e1red tbat 

God will reel at least regret and perh111>• anger tba t H1a 

dwelling place should bee•• but a acorched h•••· Thia 1a 

an inaul t to Ood. Yerae 10 118.kea thia quite explL1ci t aa ve 

mow rrca the deacr1pt1on int.o another plea. 

I~ ;-1n., D.,~·7·"- .,.h'O Tll 

nx J/' 70 w ::i .,,,'\ }'' ,~ 3., 

"Bow long, 0 Lard, will the oppressor continue s•~om1~? 

Sha11 the en~ deapl/. Thy n•e .torever?" 

The Pa•lmtat rollowa thia with h1a boldest requeist -- that 

God deatro7 tbl en1m7. 

We have alr••<V pointed out that the aectlion that 

f'ollovs appears to be a calm recollection ot the early 

achiev•enta ot God, but aervea a vel'J important t'Unctlon 
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in the course ot tbl Paal.aiat 1 a argument. Should God think 

that .aan la oversteppiDg hi.a llaita in co1111U1Ddlng Bia to 

destroy, the Psalmia t document• h1a argument by ahowing tbat 

the God. ot creation and nature .round it neceaa&J'7 t.o destroy 

the Tanbl and the Lev1a_tban (verae 13 and J4,). It waa with 

tor~• tbat God apllt open the aea (verse 13), ae1 well•• the 

fountains and ri vera (verse lS). Many ot t.he ae:te ot crea

tion would have been impossible without preaedit:ated de

atruction. 'l'blretore, it would not be inconaiat;ent o.r God 



to deatro7 the •nl onea haraaaiDg Bia people. 

We baTe alreact.r dlaauaaed ti. alplt'icmc• iot 1Dclwi• 

1Dg the eaftbliabamt ot border• in the alclat ot a llat ot 

natul'al proo••••• attributed to God. Azrt bream ot th••• 

border• vould be an ottmae agaim t God• a natural. ord•. 

It mu t be 911pbaals•4 aga1D that thta la one ot ti. 

salient arguamta in the Paala, atating that the ene117 la 

co!Bltting a crille aga1Jiet nature bJ' attacking 111.11da not 

h1a own. 

The t'lnal pi.a la a aerlea ot blperati••• c:alllag 

God'• attention to a nUllber ot thlnga, acae ot t:b• alread7 

men t1onecl. Vera• 18 pick• up th• alrea~ t•illnr th•• o t 

the •D•J' acornlag God. Ve:rae 19 uaea a doTe to •Jabol!ae 

the people ot Iarael, aaking that ahe not be tor1saken to the 

beaat ot the tlel4. Thia, too, ta a reatatement ot the B 

at1ch ot the t1rat yerae vatre sheep vere uaed t•or the V•l"J 

aae pUl'poee ot picturing Iarael aa a tender and helpleaa 

animal that needa God' a protection. V.rae 20, aa we haTe 

earll81' Doted, aaka Goel to •1ook to the coTenant. • God 1• 

called upon to llAke good OD b1a co-1.taenta. Verse 21 movea 

ava7 t.<0.m the argwaent that Goel ahould do aomethiDg tor thia 

people because ot Ria unique relat1onah1p to the•, but a aka 

onl7 that people vho are poor and oppreaaed ahou.ld recei Te 

some com ideratlon, eapec1all7 when these people are vc:rabip

pera or Him. Verae 22 ia the powertul call, alr•ea~ dia

cuaaed, tor God to rise up and argue bia own ca11e, t'i@)lt h1a 

own battle. Verse 23 rolUlla ott tbe Paala b7 cc--.nding 

God'• attention once again to thoae oppreaaora J:o1a1Dg up 

against Bia. 



It la ourioua tbat in th11 Paal.11 11 illp•ativea di

rected tovarda God are mplo794. Three till8• God 1a ooa

amded to rtaeaber (Yer••• 2 • 18, and 22) • tvloe told not 

to t'orget ( v•r•• 19 and 23). once to move hiaael1' to a 

place where he alght ob•ene ( verae 3) • once to look ( YW •• 

20) • once to con•~ ( verae 11), once not to pemit (verse 

19), md once to ent_. into litigation and do battle (vRae 

22 ). Tbat ••Yen ot th••• imperative• au God to el ther re

member something or oaNt\ll~ take note ot a particular 

situation 1a •1gD1ticant. God la conatantl7 being torced 
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to conf'ront Biaaelt with mat la happmlng in tbe pre•mt 

md aued •to reaellber" 1t thia ia oonalatmt with Ria proa

iaea and Ria actiou ot the past. · 

Let ue consider the laagea ot God that emerge from th1a 

Psalm. God ia thought ot aa baYing rejected his people ( Yerae 

1). 'l'bB trequct uae ct tbe blperative auggeata tbat the 

Paalaia t thinlm ot God aa being dormant and/\auat be com- p 

aanded into action. Thia ia aoet apparent 1n verae 22 mere 

God 1a told to ri•• up. The 8 part ot' the t'irat verse aug-

geata that God la act1 velJ' angl"7, a o much ao that hia anger 

bur·1a; but God aa one active 1n the preaent 1a not suggested 

elaettbere in tbla Paala. Rather the aain 110tit thinka ot 

God aa 1-.rlng r•oved hiaeelt trom a ccna1derat1on ot the 

happenings or Illa people. 

The Paalaiat believea th.at the nature ot God la auch 

that he can be invoked to deatro7 the en8J87. Here the Paala

- iat baa aeveral atrmg argui~ po1nta, tor God baa deatro7ed 



th• prille•a1 beaata. So too. •hould t.h• e!Mm1' mo b1aap~• 

God'• ~ m4 detace• hla T•p1e be con._d. Be al.ao b•-

11e•e• tba t God baa ent.red 1.nt.o a unlqm rel.a tlonahip o1' h18 

om chooalng vi th the people ot l•rael. mul tor thia reaaon 

should co .. to their aid it m la to r•aln tNe to Bia 

proaia •• and Biaaelt. 

It 1e al•o thought tba t God take a pride in B1e t•ple. 

Indeed, it 1a the !mperatl•e 1 ~>..i ~!1 ,i ~ ~i,1 "beatlr 

'l'b7aelt • • tba t inal•t• tba t God brizg Hiaaelt 1'ro• hie po

ai tion at remote••• •to the place ot deatruottc:m• -- the 

Temple Mount • Then tollova in ••raea 4 to 9 the deacrlpt ion 

ot the daatruction ot the t•pl.e b7 the wanton eaea7. It la 

belie•ed that God will be aggravated into acticn b7 thia et

tronte17, 1'or God tak•• pride in Bia bol7 place and out ot 

aelt reape ct will not pel"IDi t such abuae. 

Moat interesting ~tall 1e the Paalaiat•a image or the 

God ot paat action; it ia not a rede-ing God ot histo17 that 

he recall.a but rather the God ot creation and nature. Thia 

la a tierce God liho baa o••rccae vi th torce mona tera mare 

terrible th1111 aDJ' trms1ed human beings the Paalaiat aight 

kJ:lo.· . A God vbo deatro79 in order to create. 

The .. ntion ot God'• ldngahip 1n ftrae l2 •••e• onl.7 

to introduce a nev section to the Paal.m and ia not a doainant 

motlt vi th the Paal•t• t. The .. ntlon ot the people aa poor 

am oppressed in verse 22 1a an appeal to God' a •J8.P• thetic 

nature and is lilandae a minor strain. It ia not ao mich 

out ot pi t;y tor Bia people, but out ot rage tor tbe acorntul 



en9117 that God la iDToked -- c• anded to rla• up mMl do 

battle tar B1B peopi.. 

The UDderl71ng aaW11ption ot t.he whole Paala 1a that 

the God ot the preaent vlll act aa did th• God ot th• paat. 

God •7 be remote• but he la not caprlcioua • 

6S 
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Paala 77 

l JPor th• leader, t'or Jeduthull 

A paala ot' Aaaph 

2 I vill cl1.rect rq ftice tOllarda God and I will C-rT out; 

I will d1.rect rq voioe tovarcla God t'or He mua t hear •. 

3 In tu dq ot' rq oppreaalon I aoupt (Thee out) v1 th 

.., hand; /\ 

(At) nigbt (rq •7••) atre•ed tear• 8Dd. would not ceue; 

M7 aoul re1\laed to be coatorted. 

4 I r.elli>er God and I groan; 

I •di tat• and •7 •P 1r1t t'alnta. /\ 

S Thou baat ••i••d the 114• ot' rq •7••; 

Because I vaa dlaturbed I ooul.d not apeak. 

6 I cona 1 de red t' Ol"ller dq a, 

The 7eara ot antlqu1t7. 

1 I r•elllber rq Dight aong Ind I co..un• vlth .,- heart. 

And ~ ap1r1t inquired: 

8 Will the Lord reject t'or all ageaT 

Will ~e never again abov t'avorT 

9 Shall Bia k1ndDeaa ceaae t'orevar! 

Baa (Hi.a) apeech ended t'or all generatiom ! 

10 Baa God t'orgotten t.o be gracloua f 

Baa Be angr1l7 cant'lned Bia aerci••f 

Selah 

11 Then I aaid: it la •7 alckneaa, 

Changes caused b7 the rleJlt hand or God. 
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12 I vlll r•ember the act• or Oocl; 

IDdeed, i.t - reoall T1Q- wonder• or t.be earliest tiae. 

13 I vlll •dtla.te OD all TIQ' doinga. 

AD1 I 11111 mpeak or all Tb7 d••da. 

1ll. O God, lfb7 path la in hollm ••I 

Who la a god aa great aa God! 

15 Thou art thl God mo do•• 110ndera; 

Thou baat aade ~ atrengtb Jmown •ong t.he people. 

16 Thou haat a aYed '1'b7 people vl th a a trong am, 

The deaccdmta or Jacob and loe91>h. 

Selah 

17 When the vat_.• aav '!he• O God, 

When t.he waters aav Thee th97 writhed 1D angulah. 

Even the deep• qi.laked! 

18 Ti. olouda poured rorth water, 

'!'be beaYen8 gave rm-th their YOice. 

Even Thim arrova vent about. 

19 The aound or '1'hy t.hUDder vaa 1n the atom; 

L1S}ltn1ng lit up the 110rld, 

The earth trembled and ahook. 

20 Th1 path ••• in the •••; 

'1'hJ' v91 in the great vatera; 

But ~ rootatepa were not lmowi. 

21 Thou hut led Tb7 people lilm sheep, 

With the hand or Moeea and Aaron. 



Critical Apparatua to Peal.a 77 

Ven• l A aup•acrlption that baa no relation to tbe Paala 

1tael1'. 

Ver•• 2 A uae 01' progreaal •• parallell-. Tm B atiala 1a 

abloat an lnatatmt d•ead t.hat God liaten to tha Paelalat 

rather than 1111 expreaalon ot calm em-talnt7 that God mar• 

prqer. 

Vera• 3 '!'here are dlttlcultiea here 1111d lt ia not unllkel7 

that acme vorda ha•• dropped out. Brigg• aa1nta1na t.ba t 

., h W ,, 1apll•• the aeeklng out ot God in order to get 

a respom• to pft7er; he alao auggests tha uae ot "I, aa 

the band extmded •tn a gesture ot ln•ocat1on and iapor-
1 

tun1 t)'. • The next phraae 1a acre troubleacme. The LXX 
") 

J ,, -reada f Vfl..VT/OV "''1T6U , ae11111ng "oppoa1 te hia." 

Buttenvleaer conclude• that the LXX read I I J J tor '1/J J 
2 

ot the textus recep tua. But 1 t 1a not _nec•••&17 to eaend 

the llaaaoretic text vi th the LXX, tor thia la aoat lllml7 

an elliptical expreaaion vi th the word 1 J "'~ ua:.lerstood. 

Looking at Lmentatiom 2:18 ve tind: 

i1 ')i/1 
lJ ,:l h:i 

Dbl"' i1~bl )n:i:> .,,,,,, 
o rrh /x 7 7 }11rn. 1 J}d1 jx 

In •1ev ot thia, our pbraae ;Jl~.h x/1 n11J i7J"~ 
1• eaailJ rmdered aa: "At night (97 •19•) atr•••d tears 

and would not cease." 

Verse 4 The unusual pauaal form i7, b i1,\"l 1a to be •21>la1Ded 

as ,• i.,aed .,.. t'Jio• an original Laed Yod •erb. 



v.-ae S Tm word hl1&a«u preamta aom dlt't1cult1ea. Ve 

take it to •an •e19liu• vi th Tbeodotion, Aquila, md Iba 
3 

Bara, though 1 t oc oura nowhere •l•• in tba Bibl.9 vi th thia 

pointing. It ia lntereatlng to note 1hat the Terb 

oocura tllO other plaoea 1D. the Slpbal and ance in the 

Hitpael vi th the noun n ,, aa the 8Ubjeot in eaoh 1.n· 

•tance. It• root ••ming 1a •to thl'uat• or •t.o 1Jlpel, • and 

it 91>parentl7 retera to an agitation or 1rri tat1on ot the 
4 

8P1r1t due to a diaturbimg night'• aleep. Sine• the J. 

part ot the wra• retera to the total lnabili tr to aleep, 

the Terb 1 .h h~ ~ J la taken to refer to the teel 1ng ot 

extreme agitation at'ter a night ot aleepleasne••· 

v.-.e 6 Tba B part ot thia Terae 1a in direct parallel 
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to the A part, and lt too retera back t.o the earliest ot 

d•J'•· The baaic root ••ming ot 0 ~ ~ 1• •t.o hide;• tba 

noun DJ I~ retera to ti. mich la ao much a part ot an

tiqui t,. that it ia hidden and veiled. Thia ttlole Yerae aa7 

well auggeat that the Paalnd.at la dwelling upon tba creation 

•to17 and the earliest generationa. 

Ver.1e 7 But tenvleaer, in auggeatlng that the t'lrat two 

vorda ot thia Terse are a -rglnal note 1Ddlcatlng that 

Yeraea 12 and 13 are misplaced and belong after verse 7, 

present• a strong caae. S The LXX doea ••- to read "hJ 1 J J 

aa 1 }1 1 ~ i1 , making the tlrst two vol'da ot th1a Tera• 

practically identical v1 th the first word ot verse 12 and 

the ti rat vord ot Terae 1). Reading the•• veraea after 

Yerae 7 wuld gl ve ua a •ooth text and a t'Urther develop-



Mnt or an alr•adJ expreaaed thought. The r•o•al or tb9 

t1rat two vorda would reatore olll' vera• to tbl ahlple aD4 

expected dia ticb paralleliaa. But ve are reluctant to ng

geat cbangea 1n the Maaaoret1c text tiben it pro•ldea a 

acalbl• readliw. Th• phraae a1J.,f .,h J., l J aq vell be a 

ret'ermc• to th• kind or aiapl• bedts.- prqer ch114rm are 

taught to rec1 te ••en to-. 
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Verae 8 It 1a intereat1ng to note that 0., b J t .Y l ,, la 

uaed her• to rerer to th9 tu ture, 11bereaa in ••r•• 6 0 .. o) l.Y 

referred to the paat. In the B part ot tbe •erae ve tind 

the uae ot t.he ccapl-entar;r lntin1t1••; , 01., ia to be 

tranalated ad••rbiall7, l.e. -- •again.• 

Verse 9 hauaing parallel conatl'Uction, 

to God'• apeecb. 

Verae 11 The uae ot ~hr\" I at tb• ••l'J outaet or tb1a 

verae lnt'oraa WI that the Pael•1at will aq •o-thing ccm

trar.y to what bl baa alreact;r said. It la to be underatood 

aa: •Then ( 1n contrast to llbat I have already aa1d) I 

aa1d ••• " The word , h I I n 1a rendered w1 th the Peabl tta)l 
6 

aa '.,- al ckneaa, • taking it to be a noun w1 th a t•inlm 

plural ending and a til-at peraon aingular su1't'1x. Whether 

the root 1. taken to be ,, / n or ] 7,, , we get th• ... 

aenae. In the B part ot the verae f1 I J fl/ can be rendered 

either "changes" or "7eara." We preter to take the reading 
> ~ L 

ot the LXX Wiich la O\~~Ot. W &S , reading J 7 I J&/ aa 

"change" md rendering the sticb aa "changes ot the right 

band of God;" or evm better: "changes caused bJ the right 

hand ot God. " 



Ver•e 12 Tb9 Kere or l ,J ,.,\' la 

We read 7 ,\· j !_/ w1 th ..,,. ll8S u 

it a• a plural. 

th• preferred reading. 

7 , X /a. thua ta1<111g 
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Verse 14 Wl th an ab•tract DOUD au ch a• WI p "holine•• • • 

the prepo•ltional pret'lx baa th• force o1' eJEpreaalng ti. in-
8 

terlar nature or ccmdltlon ot thla quallt7. auggeatlng that 

God la en t1rel7 aurrouade4 b7 hollneaa. 

Verse 18 It ve tab I bl Tto be a l!!! tora, 

al tlon ll1D 1111at be UBcleratood before J-, I ::J. ~. 
the prepo

But the 

general mod• ot ren4•1ng ba• bem to con•true it aa the 
9 

l!!!• We ha Te rmdered it vi th the force ot the lli!• The 

word l ~ ~ n po••• •me probl... C.chl take a th1• vorc:l 

to •an •hatl atonea,• but •arrova• aa a •Jmbol ot llptning 

aeema to ault the •••• ot tM context which la d••criblng a 
10 

t•peat. Habakkuk ): 11 proTldea ua vi th a phra•e quit• 

similar to oura where there can be .no Clll••tion ot translation. 

VerH 19 Tbe word li /A:l 1a telten ·.,er1oual7. Ibn Bara 

understands it aa air t.hat la moving around in the higher 
11 

atratoaphere and t.hua would render it "heaven." Kirkpatrick 

••'-•it aa aretermce to God'• cbarlot-wbeel.a, the rolling 
12 

and rumbling ot which causes tbe sound or thunder. We pre-

fer to understand it as "whirlwind" or "•tom." 
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COlmleDt&rJ to Paala 77 

Thia Paalm deaerTea cant"ul conalderatlon, tor t.h•r• 

i• a real aa.•ent ill t.h• reeling tom and thought ot the 

Paalmlat and a conaequent change ot hia conceptlm or Goct. 

The P•al• vell •xmpllftea a kind ot dlalectlc or tba aoul, 

which tinda the Paalmiat•a point ot Yiev md mrld outlook 

vaatl7 dU'terent at tba end or the Paalm tro• that v1th which 

be started, -- but due allloat •tlrel7 to bia 1.nmr exper

iences and coDYeraat1on vl th hlaaelr and Goel rath_. than mQ" 

external. happml.ng 1D tb9 world ot obJectiTe reallt7. Thia 

experience la ao entlrel7 aelf'-aot1Tated, t.bat not •Tm the 

· 1.mping•ent ot t.be aligbteat aort f'rca the outside world upon 

an7 or his aen801'f apparatus ia ( 1D an7 vq) reaponalble tor 

the direction taken bJ tbe Paal.alat'• thoughts and r•arka. 

To th.1.a extm t ve can aq that dur1llg the time apan included 

in this Paalm the Paalmlat•a entire reaction la a •aubJectlve• 

one. 

Let ua examine the Paalaa caretully to aee exactl7 what 

doea happen to the Paalmist, and how and where thla dialectic 

or ·he aoul takes place. Ultimatel7, we will vmt to 1moM 

what kind or a concept or God resulta, and to mat extent it 

baa been ahapped b7 the inner experiences ot the Paalmlat. 

Thi aecond verae, which 1a the proper beginning ot the 

Paalm, 1a T•r'J rormally structured, ualng progreaalve paral

lelism to tell the reader mat 1a going to happen. In the 

A part or t.h8 Terse the Psal1111at atatea that be la going to 

speak to God d1rectl7; bla uae or the pbraae, 

"and I will er,. out" auggeat• that be la in either pbJalcal 
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or ••ntal pain. '!be B part ot the ..... repeata vi th power

t\11 e1'1'ect the opmtng thr•• word.a 01' the A atlah, m4 then 

mo••• on to a turther point. It la 1.na1atmtl7 ll&lnta1m4 

tba t God !!!! liaten. '1'ha PaalJliat la not ao much a ta ting 

his assurance that God will bear hia, but la ralther hoping 

t.o get God•• attmticn bJ a ta ting h1a aasuranoe aa it it were 

a certain and acccapl111hed taot. There ia alaoet a note ot 

deepention 1n the phraH ~ J· '\ ,.. ~ • \' 11 / , .. 1t' the PH1'"1at 

were aqii.g , •ae mist 11a ten to • 1 • TM vera• avvea a• an 

excell•t introchacticn, t'or in a tev~ abort• rb7thllc word.a ,,,...... 

the Paalmiat haa 1n1'ormed ua ot cat will hi.pp• aa well aa 

indicating hia pr•••t mood. The opming verse baa not 0Dl7 

created t'ar t.be readar a aet 01' expectationa ao that be ia 

properly prepared t'or what tollowa, but alao succeeds in dia

cloaing the emotlcmal atate ot the Paalalat. 

Veraea 3 to S apell out in detail lib.at 1a mere~ aug

gested in the introductoey verae -- the extrae •otlonal 

ag1 tation or the Paalmia t. Be beg1na bia speaking vi th Ood 

by aharpl7 describing all the 1'a1lures be baa •t w1 th 1n 

b1a \n1t1al attapta to communicate hia teelinga and troubles. 

In verae 3 he ia in an apparent atate ot h7ateria; he 1.-plor

~11 reaches hi.a hand out to God; at ni~t he tinda himaelt 

weeping continually without ceaaation, and admita that hia 

aoul ret'uaea cc:m1'ort. Verae 4 gives ua addi t1onal detail.a 

allowing ua to judge to mat extr.itiea h1a •otional atate 

haa reached. The v•l"J' reoo llect1on or God could cauae h1a 

to moan; hie att•pta at talking about it cauaed hi• to avoon. 
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Verse S 1a the culalnat1on or thla conteaaian; th• A atich 

1• unusual tor it la U. onl.7 imtmce up to thia point where 

t.be PaalE.at attributes hia auttering to the handiwork ot Ood. 

Here it 1a God, addreaaed directl.7 ln tb8 aeoom peraon, who 

ha• ••is•d h1a 97el1da and artl1ctad him vi tb •l•epl••• Digbta. 

But it ia illportant to note t.hat ln eTel'J prenoua atat••nt 

the Paalaiat haa -de deacribing the annoua agoJl7 h• baa en

dured, there 1a not t.be al tghteat indication that God la re

apanai ble tor thla condition. Thi B part ot t.be Terse con

cludes thia aectlon vi tb a a tat•mt tba t 1a both related to 

the a ti ch 1Jllaed1atel7 preceding it , and aerTea aa a ~ 

tor all that baa bem aa1d prior to this point. The verb 
1 }i b .j !l. l , •• ha• been tul~ e~lained in the critical 

apparatus, deacribea a special kind or agitati0n that la 

caused b7 disturbing dre ... or a aleepleas night; thus ve 

have tbe relationship ot this atich t.o the .l part or the 

verse. But the B part or the verse moYea torvard aa thl 

Paalmist recognizes that hi• extreme agitation, a conaequence 

ot his aleepleaa Dighta attributed to God'• doing in the A 

part ot the verse, reaulted in hia inabili tJ' to expreaa hia 

feeling• in spoken vorda. Thia section brings r•iniscencea 

or two of the pr opbeta. When ve read the P aalaiat •a unaabaaed 

admission before God of hi• inner ago117, ve cannot but recall 

the conteasions of Jerem19h. The Psalllliat•a •ala~, one ot 

the principle naaniteatations of which ia the failure ot speech, 

immediately ran1nda ua of Ezekiel mo underwent a acmeldlat 
13 

similar e21>erience. Verse ) is a tristich, tholl@P it aa7 
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vell be corr.&pt, ad vm-ae 4 and S are oonTeational cl1 at1cha 

vitb a continued uae ot progreaa1ve parallel1• that •••• 

aiclmeaa ot the Paala1at beooaing 110r• and acre aggravate4 

aa tbe a_.lCNaneaa or the qmpto• aount, ooncl:udlag vlth 

the ta1lur• ot apeech. 

Vm-••• 6 and 7 are •&tremel7 111portmt, tor tb•7 glv• 

ua the onl7 clue ve are able to t'111l 1n the te2;t u to pre

cisely bov the Paalalat vaa able to r•cnw bh, powers ot' 

apeecb. Vera• 6 1a a vol'k ot art 1n lta own r1 ght. Within 

tbe apace ot tlve word.a tba Paal•'at g1 vea poet;1c e~reaalon 

t.o a taak that auat bave bem an 1-ena• und_.1,aking. He 

began to apecula t.e upon tba earlleat ot tiaea 1md perhapa 

eve th• origin ot the wrld. In verae 7 ve &Jt"e told t.hat 

he r••bera h1a night ao~, moat 1Uml7 a kllMl ot prqer 

m~ or recited b7 children betore going to bed, attlnaillg 

a almple tait.h in Goct. Suddenl7, the Paalmiat begina to be

co• conacioua ot precia•l111ha t it 1a that 1a cauaing the 

traamdoua tmaiona vi thin hla. It 1a the cm·tradlction 

between the God be baa leamed about through t :radl ti on and 

r1 tUL .a, and the experiences m baa peraom.117 endured which 

have given bia 1n no WQ •DJ' evidmce that God la an active 

participant in the world. Stlcha B and C ot t:tlia .... verse, 

like the pr evioua verae, •JEJ>r•aa v1 th brevity hla 1 .. enae 

undertaking ot speculative thought. But it la Juat thia 

apecula tion that clarities hia thought tor hi.111, tor be be

cOllles ao eompletel7 aware ot his probl .. a that b9 la at laat 

to verbalize tb•. 
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Ver••• 8 to 11 contain the drmat1c prot••t Wilch tbe 

Paalai•t baa been •truggllng to expr•••· 'fb9 A. atlch or 

Terse 8 aua 11' God vill reject tor•Tc-; tbl B i>art ot the 

Teree re-echoea tbia qua•tlon, but au• mgati~·el7 it God•• 

taTor la to be mt ott. Stich A in TW•• 9 au:a tbl ·-· 

queation tor a third ti .. , but it U••• ditterea.t t91"1U, aak

img apeclal reter•c• to the failure ot God'• !!~· thua 

aaklmg th1• reatat•m t ot the ••• thought •ou.nd a• bold to 

the ear ot the reader aa the ••1"7 tirat utteruLce. But it 

remaim tor thl B atich ot thl• T•r•• to poae tih• mo•t pover

tul question thia P••l•Sat bu 7et dared to a•~:: 

17/ 117 ,b.x lb.A 
"Ha• •P••ch ended tor all generations,. 

Atter having a•k•d 11' God •a maw ot Ria bmetic:ence baa 

ceased, thia P•al•ht vondera it God' a co .. untc:ation td. th 

IUll ha• been completed a• vell. Ia there not •Tm to be a 

explanation tor God' a actlona troa Bi-•ltt "'1th the fail

ure ot both God'• klndneaa and Hu v1111ngneaa to explain 

Bia reaaon tor acting, the P•alai• t teel• it nt•ceaaa17 to 

proTide tor hilla•lt •<>m explanation tor God' a actions. Thi• 

he att•pta in the final verse ot thia protest,. but 80 traaea 

it that it too 1a a part of h1a questioning or God'• vqa. 

In the A atich be auggeata that God baa "torgot;tm• haw to 

be gracious; the alternative explanation that CJod is •angry" 

1a ottered in the B part or th• verae. Obviow1l7, both ot 

tbeae auggeated explmatlona are tentative and v•1"7 unaati•

tactory to the Paalaia t, but be concludes hi• 1>roteat vi th 
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clude vbat ld.ad of a god would act in thla •anner. !baa• 

three Tera•• are ai.o. t a unit b7 th•••l •••. Tb8 Hebrew 1• 

pert'ect; each at1ch la claar in 1t a -•illg, and though all 

the word.a are t•111ar, t.be pbraaea r-.1.n 1'reah md auggeat 

nothing ot a beaY7 laitati•e •tJle. Tbe ,laralleli• 1• pre

aerved throu"1out and riaea to a proper pitch at the oon-

clua1on. 

Vvae 11 la at om .nd th• ••e t1- the 110at illport

ant Yerae in the Peal.a. and tba ll08t difficult. It la in a 

aenae a piYotal ••rae, t'or once ha•ing ezpreaaed ill vell

phraaed vorda all h1a doubts about the btneticence ot Ood, 

the Paalaia t alre•cV rlaualisea t.be anavera to hi• ovn quea

tiona and 1a somewhat aahaaed of the wa7 in which be baa 

questioned Bia. Be viahea to dlaclaia all responsibility 

tor what he baa just said, and att•pts to do ao b7 attribut

ing hla rmarka to hla aiclmeaa. 

r I,/~ f' ?°.Y' fl IJIU ,( 'il 

•rt la m7 a1ck.neaa (that aakea •• speak thus), 

Changes caused by the right hand ot God.• 

We are 1mmed1atel7 r91111nded of another instance in litera

tare where an individual attaapta to disclaim responaib111t,. 

tor hia actions. B•let speaking to Laertea jua t before 

they are to cmel aa1a: 

It Hamlet t'rom hiaselt be ta'en away, 
And when he's not hiaaelt' does wrong Laertea, 
Then Hamlet does it not, Hamlet denies it. 
Who does it, then? Bia madness. 
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Hamlet, lillll the Psel•1•t, att8Dpts to be excused tor h1a 

actions on the grounds that th91 were per1'onaed while be was 

in a state 01' dieordered reason. With the Psalmist we can

not quite 88.J' that h1a reaaon vaa disordered. but he certain

ly vaa in a state ot intmae anx1et7 that would render h1a 

th1nk1ng capacitJ inettective. The Paalalat would turther 

lay ott the reaponaibill~ tor what he previously said by 

maintaining that ••• this sickness was cauaed b7 God. In 

this verse the Psalm.at renounces his protest and stoically 

states that all ia in the h.ad ot God. even the aiclmeaa tbat 

cauaen him to question God. 

Conceming the next two veraea, we have alread;y noted 

in the critical apparatus aa possibly aiaplaced. But taken 

as they stand in the textua receptua they do not interrupt 

the tlow of the Psalm. Rather do they :-e• to be almost a 

short prayer or a stat•ent of intention, depending on 

whether one takes the verbs to be subjunctives or imper

fects. At any rate it is clear that the Psalmist once again 

reverts to his knowledge ot God through tradi tlon. In yeraes 

12 and 13 he again, dth the aid ot his memor,y, turns to 

knowledge of God pr eaerved through tracii tion. But this time 

it is f<'r the purpose ot forging out a synthesis tbat will 

reaolYe the alrea<17 exiatiJ:Jg tenaioDS created by the diapar

itJ between what be baa been taught and what he baa observed. 

Verses 13 to 21, which constitute the Paalmiat 1 a ul.

tillate resolution ot the dialectic be baa establilhed, pre

sent acme problema or their own. It ia well recognized that 



there 1• a •trong lit•r&rJ tie betvem Teraea 16-19 1D our 

Paalll md the third chapter or Bab•kkuk. But Buttmvle•er 

point• out that there la little jutltlcation ror •2Dta1D-

1ng that Paala 77 la dependent upon the third ch11>ter or 

Habeklmk, and t"urt.her auggeat• that th97 aa7 both be de

pendmt on an earlier •ource.14 It 18 well to note though, 

that the Paalaist la aoat 11817 working vi thin the rlWl•

work or m alread;J • atabl 18hecl 11 ter&rJ trad.1 tion. Vera• 14.. 

which is 8D introducto17 Tel"ae to hi.a rt nal 88Ction, pro

clai• God' a uprem.07 and -J••t7 in cl.ear and simple lan

guage. Die A part or the verae that ap eaka ot God walking 

in holineaa 18 aore then a ._.. laage -- 1 t la alaoat a 

philosophical atatement; it implies as Kirkpatrick recog

nises that God 1a •atparate rroa all ain and imperfection, 

in accord with the perfection or Hi• Iature."15 The B 

part ot the Terae la probabl7 a r•iniacmce and restatement 

ot the t•oua phraee t'rom tbe Song of the Sea: 

,7 i o., a ., }· ' ::J. 
"Who 1a like Thee •ong the 

16 
goda, 0 Yahveh" 

Vers' 15 addreaaea God d1rectl7 and conatitutea perhapa the 

moat at'tirmative verae in the llbole Peal•. Thia verae makes 

the emphatic iden tit'1cat1on ot' the living God ot' mom the 

Paalaist ia palnrull.J cognizant, vi th the God ot tradition 

vho ia spoken ot' in the Song ot the Sea aa ,,\ j!'J. i 1(/I /,'\ 
17 

"One who works wonders." Verse 16 apeaka of God saving 

Ria people vi th a atitong ara. The author thua makea explicit 

in this verae that which bad been aubtl7 alluded to 1D the 
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preTioua ••r•• with the \Ille ot liter&17 r-1Jl1acmcea. Here 

it beccmea q\lite clear that Goel la being apokm et •• tba 

God ot red•ptlon, auggeated bJ the retvmoe to Bia alght

ieat act ot r•d•ption -- t.he part1Dg ot the lled Sea. Tm 

vord ,; f 0 -rb t.he end ot a a taaa u llrkpatrl ak polnta 
10 

out. 

Tm aeomd and final aection that cCID8 tltu tea th8 

re11<>lution ot thia dlilect1o beglm with verae 17. Ua1Dg 
lt 

the literar.r mnce ot rhetorical repetition, the Paalaiat 

aeta forth a yerae that accounts tor tbe parting ot the Red 

Sea b7 peraon1tJ1ng the vatar -- the vater reacting turbu

lentl7 attar having aem YahTeh. But th1a TC"ae, a• vel.l 

aa 18 and 19 vhich tollov lt, are •biguoua and 1ntent1.onal

l1 ao. On the one hllDd th8J ae• to reter to the particular 

event at the Red Sea, bl:.t on the othel' hmd it •••• to be 

nothing more than the account or a fierce storm, vith a per

aodt1.cat1on ot ac:ae or the elements. Verse 17 recall• a 

aiailar expreaaion in Habakkuk J:lO in which the aountaina 

are spoken ot •• "dancing• or •vrs. thing• ( I I., n '1) at th• 

a1 gb·; ot God. 'l'be •JtPreaaion, "And the depths trembled ••• " 

ae .. to refer to a catacl7am1c event. But it could also 

be construed aa a hJ'Perbolic deacription or a terrii'Jlng 

atom. That thia Terse in ita entirety lmda itaelt to a 

ailal interpretation 1a important to note, tor it ia juat thia 

quality that diapl91a the ingenuicy ot the author in moving 

trom one th ougb t to another. 

Verse 18 continue• the torm ot a triatich tirat found 
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in a atate or Tiolence, lt loeea tbat ele-Dt toum:l iD t.he 

prenoua Terse that auggeated thare vaa acmethbg anlcpe about 

what vaa !ulppen1ng, aom t:bi ng be7om the t•lliar phenomena 

or nature. !be B and C atlcha cants.nu. the peraoD1tlcat1on 

ot nature; but tJie 1-ge ot arrow tor light.~ cannot be 

tull7 umeratood un.leaa one ia t•iliar vi th the Tera• in 

Babakkuk11here it la completel7 deTeloped: (Bab. ):10) 

I "::> J 1/ ., ] '.:! n I I ,V ~ 
7 ,Ji, Jn -p 11 ;111 j 

"Thine arrova go abroad to aer..e aa light, 

The tlaah or Thy apear tor brigbtneaa •• 

In thia paaaage 1n Habakkuk ve diaooTC" the unuaual combi

nation ot the warrior God vi th the God ot nature. It ia Bia 

utensil.a ot var, Bia arrows mid apear, that 1ilben vi bleaaed 

b7 aan are aeen aa light. Tbua 1n our paaaage "arrova" coaea 

to be a aJJDbol tor lightn1ng. VC"ae 19 continues aa a tri

at1.ch, deacrlbing a atora; the last aticb speaking or the 

earth at. \.king and trembling ua ing the pe rtect roIW ot the 

Terb tends to auggeat aga1.n a catacl7sm1c historical event. 

Veraea 17 to 19 aerve two tunctiona. Thq give a 

vivid account ot the participation of the elanenta in God'• 
great act or red•ption at the Red Sea; but evm more im

portant is the implication that all of the ae el•enta are 

at God•a disposal. The T•l'J" aieJ:it or Bia precipitates com

motion md disorder. The waters becc:me turbulent, the depth• 
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quake, the clouda given 1'crth water, th• be avena proclllc• 

tbund.er, md lightn1.ng, apoken ot aa God'• arrova, go•• 

torth. All 01' nature baa beco• eo excited that it 1a 1n 

an unnatural • tate. Thou.l!)l the red•ption at th• Red Sea 

occurred but once, the•• acccapa7lng al gna or nab.are 1D 

disruption have been aeen -~ ti• a in aevtll'e atorma. '1'be 

concluaion to be drawn 1a that an7 storm that 1'inda nature 

1n violent diaordtll' ia aaple eridmce ot the preaence ot God. 

Thia ia a partial anaver to t.be queatiom ralaed in veraea 

8 to 10. Obuoual7, God 1a still act1ft in the world; but 

whether or not this action la benetlcmt la atill open to 

question. 

Verse 20 continues aa a tristlcb, but aakea a mare 

subtle and pbiloaophical stat•ent than an7th1Dg we have bad 

previ oua ly. The A and B a t1 cha auggeat that God'• pa th la 

in the aea, and the n.nal sticb concludes rrom this that that 

ia why bis pa th canot be known. MetaphoricallJ this verae 

ia aeying that God traverse• an ele11e11t like water that leavea 

no trace ot Bia ha vlng been there. Verses 17 to 19 and verae 

20 crnatitute two distinct stat•enta that a1'tini God•s con

tinued presence and activity in the uniwrae. 

Verse 21, which concludes the Paalm, addreaaea God 

directl7 aa the one vho led Bia people, vi th the illpllcit 

lmieratanding of having led th• to red•ptlon and t.be land 

ot Israel. It is a direct ldentltication ot God with the 

Goel or tradition and h1sto17. It la also the tlnal att'11"1Ul

t1on needed to conclude the dialectic, 1'ar a God lib.o leada 
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bmetlcent and proTldmt God llbo would haTe all the cpal.1-

tlea that the Pa•J•tat ae•ed to tlDd lacklDg according to 

Yeraea 8 to 10. The laat Terae ia not a conolw:ling Terae 

in the usual. •••• ot the tem; there ia no •~17. no tiDal 

rounding ott. But it 1a the final and neceaaa17 atat•ent 

1n the dialectic. Without 1t the dialectic 1a incomplete. 

md vi th 1t there la apparentl7 nothing more t.ha t this Paala

ist f'e•l.8 there 1a lef't to ••7. Ita final conclusion la an 

acceptance of' the God of' trad1 tlon and hist.o17 as the living 

God, bellenng that what happened betore aa7 well b.8ppm again. 

Kirkpatrick baa thla to sa7 about it: 

.Attmtlon haa bem called to the abJUpt.neaa ot the 
cloae ot the Paal.a. and it haa bem 11'1ggeated tbat 
it 1a el ther incomplete or mutilated. But thia abrupt
ness la a •ark ot the poet•a akill. Be enda with the 
thought vhicb be would leave 1.Jlpreased on the reader'• 
mind tor hia conaol1ttion -- God •a proYidential guidance 
of' Bia people • 

Thi moat lntereat1Dg aapect ot thla Peal.a 1a th• aan

ner 1D which the Paalaiat aolvea several artistic probl•• 

w1 th which be la f'aced. Be wanta hla audience to know acae

thiD~ a bcu t the emotiona 1 a truggle tba t preceded bia complaint. 

He solves thia probl• by telling God at the ve17 outset of' 

the emotional and pbJBlcal hardabipa be baa undergone as a 

result of' hla earlier att-i>t• at co1D1W1icatian. Jeremiah' a 

conf'easiona muat have served as an enmple, creating the pos-

a1b111 ty ~ a mole nev gmre ot literature -- a kind 01· 

writing where one could talk about one's own teelinga b7 

addreaaing om •a speech to God. Our Paalaiat aakea use ot 
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this genre 1n dlecloalng hia own particular iDDer a tmggle. 

Another probl• vlth ldllch the Paalaiat 1a t'aoed la 

the preamtation ot' th• dialectic. In Platonic 41aloguea 

there are al11a7a at leaat tm peopl8 imol••d mcl the dia

lectic uaual~ 110Y•• b7 Yirtu. ot' a queatlon and anaver pro

ceaa. Here there la t.he Peala1a t and Ood; but Goel ia al lent 

throughout and doea not partioipate 1D m7 direct vq. Ve 

aigbt vell aak t-hen llhat 1• the gmeratlng t'orce ot' the dia

lectic; llhat 1• it that aakea it ao••T The anaver la that 

the Psalaiat 1e able to turn to bi• ••or7 • to a reco lleotlon 

ot' the tradl tian he vae taught. Thia 1a obvioua in •er••• 

5 and 6 and 12 and 13 • both ot' vhlcb conati tu te k97 transi

tion passages 1n the stages ot' the argument. In veraea 7 and 

12 the verb J .::>I' -- •to r•ember" occurs in variant t'o1"118 

ot the t'irst pereon illpert.tct. But tor t.he 110st important 

movanent in the whole dialectic. the one t.hat occurs between 

verses 10 md 11, there ia n.o suggestion aa to what vaa the 

motivatiig t'actor; it la implied and ve muat auppl7 it our

selves. I bave alrea~ suggested that at thia point. ba•iJlg 

e~rea .. ed hia complaint he imac11atel7 Yiaualizea t.be anaver 

to his own questions and aeelm to disclaim the reaponaibilltJ 

of having made such rlgoroua protests. •ot onlJ baa hia point 

ot •iev changed at thia lnatant, but hia llhole manner ot' bear

ing himself before God undergoes a decided alteration. Bu

I!!ility replaces rebelliouaneaa. 

When ve asaesa the thoughts about Goel contained in 

thia Paalna, ve aua t alVIQ'll keep in mind which stage or the 

dialectic ve bappm to be at. Obrloual7, t.he lmpm-tmce ot' 
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the Paalalat'• Ood conoept ln the aptheala u oonal4erabl7 

great.- than an7Uling enTlaloned lD e1 th.er the theaia or 

antitheala. n. Go4 image ot the tbeaia 1a apelled cat vlth 

a nUllber of queati om ill yeraea 8 to 10. It ts the lllage or 
a 

a rejecting Goe! vho 1a no longer faTOrable; lt la a God 

'Who doea not keep uaed with the world; lt 1a a Goel 11bo ha• 

becCID8 silent, expla11111lg ml tb.er hia action: nor the lack 

ot lt;21' it la, ll08t of all. the picture ot a Goel 11ho la 
22 

ei tber Te~ torgett\ll ar ••17 a.ng17. Be 1a a Goel not per-

ceived, but deduced b7 tb9 PaaJ.w1at traa llhat he baa appar

entl7 aem and tel t of the vorl4 ill hi• om lltetl•. 

It la almost 1-poaalble to aa7 mether thla Paala.1.at 

1a reacting to a national and political altuatlon, or to 

hia owi ·~•rlencea and inner teeltQga. Buttenvieaer, Phillipa, 

a.Dd llrkpatrlck Ti•v thla P•al• aa a reaction to national 
2a 

calma1t7, and indeed U. choice ot vorcla uaed ln tm pro-

test ot veraea 8 to 10 tmd t.o aubatanti ate thla point ot 

rlev. But t.b.e continued uae ot the tirat peraon aa well u 

the elaborate descriptions ot the Paalaiat•a .. otlonal and 

phJSical reactlona auggeata at leaat a highly personal re

action to theae national cal•itlea. Whether it be national 

calaJaity or personal aurterings, lt la clear that the Paalm

iat' a e~er 1encea auggeat to him that God baa ceaaed to 

operate in the world. 

Tb9 antltheaia to the Paal.aiat•a e~erlencea la U. 

1.-ge ot God he baa been g1Ten through trad.1 tion. Th.la be 

recalls in verses 6 and 7, though it la not ex.pl1c1tl7 spelled 
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out. It la th• read.w or 

audlmce la auttlclmtl1 well Teraed in this tradltlan and 

will 1-edlat•~ aake the a_. aaaoelatlan that the Paallllat 

ha• •d•. .l good ezmple ot thla la the retermoe to Q "'Q 1 

Dl f)b 1n TV•• 6; tbla llhoul.d bJ"lng to •ind the creation 

atoriea and aubaequmt happenlnga, 1.DolucUng perhapa •Tm 

t.he tale• of t.be patriarcba. One thinks ot God aa creator 

and aupr•• master ot the world; one also r-embera vi th the 

Paalaia t the IUl17 proaia ea God haa made. 

It la the d7DAJ11c tmaian between these two t:aagea ot 

uod tba t la resp on al ble tor veraea 14 to 19 , which ( in exalted 

language) resolve the probl- poaed. God la pictured u an 

active force 111 the world aa the aaater ot nature. The erup

tions ot vlolmce, aum aa the thunderatona described 1n 

veraea 18 and 19, that occur troa time to ti. are r•1ndera 

or God'• oontlnmd preamice in the world. The Paala1.at haa 

borrowed heavil7 rrom solDB or the language that aervea to 

describe Goel'• deliver911ce ot the Hebrews at the Red Sea in 

the role ot the God who 1a master or nature. Thua, vit.h tbeae 

literal"J allus .om, tw aore d1mena1ona are added to this 

Paalndst '• conception ot God -- the Goel ot deliverance and 

tha God who intenenes in hi.a t.o17. Tbia pie ture or God ia 

converted in the laat verse to that or the Shepherd-God. The 

Shepherd-God la perbapa moat 1Ully worked out in t ha 2)rd 

Paal.11. But here it 1a aklllt\llly wove in vi th the God ot 

Biat.ol'J b)" the reterencea to Moaea and Aaron. Tbua the laat 
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verse 1a not onl7 a concluaion. but a cu1•1nat1an. God 1• 

tinalq aem as om who will lead and tend hi• people a• a 

gentle ahepberd vou1d iro•ide tor hie fiock. Aa a reault or 
his own part1cu1ar probl• the Paal•iat hu aucceaatull7 ccm

pounded aeYera1 •tandard conceptiom or God and brought th• 

int.o a happ7 harme>IQ'. 
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Text ot Peal.II 79 

1 A Paalll ot .la11J>h 

O God, the nation.a haT• co• agalmt Tb7 1nber1tmo~. 

Thq haTe dan.led Tb.7 hol,J t•ple __ 
~-

2 'fhq haT• aad• the oarcaaa ot Tb7 ••rTanta 

Pood tor the tovl ot heaTen; 

The tl•m ot Th7 p1ou one• 

Par the beast ot the lam. 

3 Th91 abed their blood lU• water 

In the aurrouming parta ot Jeruaal•; 

And there 1a no bU197~ l 

4 We baT• beco• an abhorrence to oor nei@Jlbora, 

A acom am deriaion to thoae about ua. 
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5 Haw long, O Lord' Will Th7 ( Jealoua7) •oulder tcr•••r' 

(How long) will 'rh7 Jealou91 bum like a tire? 

6 Pour out Th7 wrath upon the na tiona who do not know Thee, 

And upon the k.1Dgdoma who do not call upon ThJ nuael 

7 For the7 baTe devoured Jacob, 

And de•aatated bia dwelling place. 

'1 Do not count againat ua the t'irat tranagreaaions; 

Speed117 bring Th7 •rciee betore ua, 

Far ve are exceed1ngl7 law. 

9 Aid ua, O God ot our aal-.ation, t'or the aake ot the 

glor,- ot Th7 nme, 

And torg1. Te our aina tor the •elm ot Tb7 name. 

10 Wh7 should the nationa aq: "Where ia there God'" 
(Where there God ia) will be known •ong the natlona 

before our ••17 e,-ea, 



( B7 Tirtu• ot) the Tengemce ror tbe blood ot th7 

••rTanta vb1ch vu abed. 

11 Let tba groan ot the priaoner o~ berore '!bee; 

According to the greatneaa ot '1'h7 great am, rel•••• 

tho•• deatined tor deathJ 

12 And retum to our ne1gJibora ••••t7 ti•• over into 

their boaoa, 

Their acom v1 th which thq r•Tiled Thee, O Lcrd. 

13 Por ve are Thy people, the sheep ot Tlq paaturagel 

We are thanking Thee continuall7; 

In each generation ve tell ot Th7 praise. 

91 



Critical Apparatus to Paal.a 79 

1 Th• word D.., .. ::J 5 la trca 

tvlat, • md la rendered •a hemp ot rulm : • BroliD, 
/ 

and Brigg• umeratanda it accord1Dgl7. 

2 The Vay 1n 1.h1n 
3 ConcerniDg th• phraae 

1 
la pleonaatlc. 

0 bl I .J~ <.1 -- •the7 han 

ahed their blood,• •t~• la th• •!Wa7 and •their• retera 

to the lnhabltata ot .Teruaal•. The word .h I .:l ':2. 0 la 

a noun 1n conatruet and tunctiona ad•erblall7. 

5 Thia Terae 1a elliptical. It 1• a1m1lar to •••• 11 
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in Paa.la 74 wmre each a tlch lea••• a word implied that la 

suggested b7 the other atlch. In the A atlch the subject 

of the verb j J ,\"Jl ae81115 to be mlaalDg, but la taund in 

the word 7 Ji,\')? in the B atlch; llbwlae the inter

rogatl•e h t:l , ~ ot the A at1.ch la assu.md men om 

reads the B atich. 

7 The word J ..::> ..\" la •-Jld.ed to I l ~ ~\' on the baala 

ot Jeremiah 10:25. 

8 The expression I l / l :::> ~ h / ,'( is 1dlonm.tic and la 

beat rendered -- •no not count agalnet ua ••• • We need not 

be concemed w1 th the apparent dlacrepanq in gender between 

the noun 0., J (J),'\ ""l and 1 ta moditler • 

Though the noun ends in Ji I -- 1 t la aaacullne plural, and 

la certainly treated aa auch in Isaiah 59:2 and Proverbs 

5:22. The illlperatlve Ii\ 0 
10 Tba question Q ~,, ·1,\· 

la to be rendered adverbiall7. 

ti ~ ,\' la the understood subject 



'lo.\ --r,..., . ot the Tel"b .JI I In proae the 1.n.atruaental Bea woul.d 

ord1Dar117 precede the word h b p J • The clause that 

begina vi th the .word )"'\ n f J 1a • cl••• ot in.a truaen-

ta11tf. 

11 The word 

ot the latter 1• 

"let looaeJ" 
2 

1a -ended to I f.J el ; the root 
~· --

and it 1a to be read a• --

93 
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Cmmaenta17 to Paala 79 

It ia untortum te that tb.18 Peal.a ia thought ot onl7 

aa a caapanion piece to Peal.a 74. While there are aiailar

iti•• in •t7le and aubjeot aatter, and both Buttmvieaer and 

Morgenatem agree tba t thq w~• occasioned bJ' th• •- ••eat, 3 

this Paalm certainl7 deaer••• aor• cma ideration than it ia 

uauall7 ginn. 

'l'he torm ot thia Paala la quite alm:ple. The ti rat Tera• 

deaoribea the destruction ot t.he temple and the cl t7. Veraea 

2 to 4 tell ot the plight ot the people. The remainder ot 

the Psalm 1a a plea. 

Tm aoet apparent thing about th• •t7le ot the Paala 1a 

ita 1.aitative qual1t7. It la alwqa a probl• when we have 

idmtical reading• in two dittermt texts to eatabliah one 

ot th• as the origbwl and the other aa an 1111tat1on. Indeed, 

th8J both could be trom a common aQ.U"ce that 1a no longer 

extant. The ditt1cult1•• ault1pl7 vhm we are handl~ two 

different texts where the dating or ei t.her is in any kind ot 

doubt. But when we find a text such aa aura that ha• paral-

lels not ••rely 1n phraseoloa, but in entire veraea aong 

JUD". dittermt texta. we auat auapect that this text haa bor

rowed haavil7 .from the o there. 

Let ua look more close~ at acme ot these parallel paa

aagea. Vera• 4 of our Paal.m reads: 

IJ ... J:Jwj 17.!lln /J""il 

IJ "h I :J. ~ :::i o / 0 7? I J ,y j 
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In Micah ):12 Micah state• and ia quoted on th1a pbraae in 

Jeremiah 26:18: 

Thia passage ia one O'lflr which ther• would be little dispute 

as to who baa borrowed troa whoa. It seem quite unlikely 

that t 'Ua Pa•l •'8 t pre-dated Mic ah. In verae 2 the •JEPrea

sion O .,b\IJ '1 / 1 VJ 1a a common om. Ona ot 1 ta 110at dra

matic occurrences 1a tound in I llnga 21:24 1'bm Blijm 

add.reaaea Ahab. The phraae or veirae 4 , :l If' f., XI ta 

toun:l in II Xinga 9:10 llhere it 1a uaed in a prophe~1c ad

dreaa to Jehu by one ot Eliaha•a J'CU~ diaciplea. The two 

phrasea I ,O~~ )l p J,~ and ilh I b h "'.1.:l. ot verae 

11 tind their onl7 ot her occurrmce in Paalm 102:21. The 

phrase 7 Jl "'~.., b r ,\'~ , as we have alrea~ noted, 

occurs in the first verse ot Psalm 74. Tb.1.a Paalm abounds 
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1n apparent borrovtnga. 

We haT• deacribed tbia Paalaiat'a •t7le aa 1a1tatiTe, 

but perbap a 1n doing ao ve are untair to b.ba. He mq be 

quite conaoioua 17 quoting tl"Om and alluding to t•il1ar lit

erature 1n ord.- to auggeat to the read_. ei th_. an eTmt 01" 

a peraonalit7 atro11gq aaaociated v1 th th• partleular pbra•• 

iDTolTed. Cel'"ta1nl7 modem Hebrew literature tulq eqloita 

thia liter07 derlce wh_.•b7 a character aa7 be likened to a 

biblical figure b7 the ••r• uae ot a diatlnotiTe phrase that 

occura on17 in retvmc• to the biblical peraom.11t7. In 

literature ot our owi language T. s. Bliot baa aanaged to 

allude to peraonalitiea md eTmta qgite aucceaatulq b7 

th11 T•J'7 •- use ot quotationa; hi.a po• •The Wasteland• 

1• an outatanding exmaple or thia. Our Paalaia t •••• to be 

doing th11 •-e kind ot thing. 

The moat interesting thing about thia Paalm la not the 

Paalaiat '• borrowings trom oth_. aaurcea, but rather tbe 

manner in which be hu organised th• to pr esent a torcetul 

and coherent argumnt . '1'be tlrat Terse deacrlbea the d•

at: tction ot the tnple and the cl t,.. Thia description 

appeals to God• a aenae ot pride in both Hu hou.a e md Hla 

holy cit,.. But Teraea 2 md 3 preaent a aore terrible pic

ture, tor it la here that ve learn t.h• rate or the people. 

An haenae alaugJlter haa takm place. The dead bodlea haft 

become rood tor ..ulturea and beaata ot pray, the blood ot 

the people baa bem ahed like water, md worst ot all 

burial baa beco• 1.:mpoaaible . Thia laat condition la the 
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t1Dal 41agrace. It ha• moat probabl.7 bem brought about b7 

the 1.nacc••••b111 t,. ot the burial grould• aich are held b7 

ill• en~, but aq al.ao be due to the proi'u•• DUlllber ot 

corp••• that ha•• alr•a- tilled all aTailaba gra•••• a• 

well a• a reault ot the ragiDg batti. that lea••• m 1ther 

tillll nor JUD power tor burial. lloet 11k•l7 all three ot tmae 

cm••• w_.• N91>omibl• tflr tb• conditlan deacribed u 

l:l.IP r "XI-- •md t.here i• DO bU171Dg.· Thie deecrip

tion 18 m 1.llplicit argumnt; it rum ao•thing lib this: 

•tt la bad enouEOi t.bat we au t di• in nch a wmt.on a•nner, 

but death 1a ineYitable md we are ai..t willtng to accept 

this • But that we ehould be ren&eed the tinal cllgni t7 ot a 

proper burial, thi• ia too mu.ch. £ye God 8118t recognise 

tba t this 1• a breach ot ••el'Jthing right and proper.• The 

argument ia ell rected to Goel•• moral nature that would abhor 

euch an unnatural treataent ot the dead. 

Verae 4 appeals both to God•• legal comaitaenta to Bia 

people and Bia reeling ot aJ11l))ath'J tor th•. It tell• how 

the people ha•• come to grlet in the e79s ot their nei~bora. 

In truth, t\rle ••r•• can be aald to appeal to God' a aelt

eate• aa well, tor vben a people tall into diarepute their 

god 1e acorned aa well (Yerae 10). 

•ow begina the direct questioning and the unYeiled plea. 

Verse S aaka a bulc question ot God. Ia it in tl:w ••17 

nature ot God to be eternal~ angl'Jt It it be ao, reaaona 

the Paal•Sat, then God must be emorted to direct Bia wrath 

upon someone el••· Indeed tbia 18 what the Pealaiat inatructa 
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Goel to do in Tera• 6. •ot onl7 1a aoaeom ela• d.eaignatect. 

but reaaona are aupplied 1n thla Tera• and the tollow1Dg a• 

to 87 God'• anger lbould tall upon th-. 'l'b97 are a people 

1dlo ne1th9r know God nor pq homage to Bia. Pm'thermore, 

the7ha .... deatr07ed Oocl'a people and deTaatated B1a dvelliDg 

place. 

Yerae 8 drop• th• argument1T• attitude quite auddenl7 

md aaka tor ••ro7. The A at1.ch aaka that the earl7 aim ot 

the people not be counted qalm t them. It la ditticult to 

aq vhe tber the Peal.Ilia t la here reterr1.ng to the trana

greaaiona comdtted in earlier tiaea b7 tm people'• tore

beara, or whether it •Q reter to tranagreasiona comd.tted 

b7 tb9ae people t.h-elTea at an earlier ti• in their 11Yes, 

mere childhood peccadilloa. It 1a t.be tlrat 1m tanc• 1n 

th1a Peal.a ot the adll1aa1on ot pc.aible guilt, ot granting 

that thn"• aa7 be a reason tor God' a anger vi th His pe aple. 

The Yerae ocmtln•• w1 th a plea that reliea upon God'• coa

pasaionate nature and Bia plt7. 

Verse 9 begins a nev arguaen t. Ber• ve tind the appeal 

be1. '8 .. de to God• s aelt eate• and reputation. Tm t•illar 

phrase 7 QW f ~ b} -- "tor the aake ot ThJ naae• ia uaed. 

It la interesting that three illperat1Yes are emplo7ed in thla 

Yerae, but none ot thm se• to ba•• a tone ot lnalatcce 

about them; rather are th91 uttered iaploringl7, ar ao the 

context would suggest. The tlrat atlcb ot verse 10 makes 

more apparent the ahame the people are sutter1ng and atreng

thena the appeal to God' a aelt interest b7 repeating the 
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••17 vord1 ot inault that the 9D9a7 ba• burled at the 

people -- "Where is their Godt• Tm Paallli•t, baying uaed 

hia atrangeat argument, au• God to make Hlllaelt lmo1111 to 

th• b7 aYmging the blood ot H18 ••nm ta. Tbla aecan4 

c17 tor ••gemce ••- juatUied 1D the a1nd ot the Paalia18 t 

on ae't'el'al acarea. Pir•t, the •ne.J ba• aocked God b7 sug

gesting that Be 18 not aYailable tor help; it ia onl7 titting 

and proper that God rempand to thh challenge b7 aaking Bia 

pre•eoce •trongl7 tel t. Also, according to the lav ot aeu

ure tor aea1ure, the •- pWli8baent auat be aeted out to 

the enaa7 that tbq intlicted upon tbe people. The uae or 
tbe word 71 ; ~ :::J -- •Th7 ser•ants• t'Urtber suggeata that 

God i• in 1101118 wq obligated to theae people. Verae 11 

reverts to the pl.ea that appeala to God •a llJJllP&thetic nature. 

The people are deacribed aa •priaonera • who are •de a tined 

to die," and God ia asked to tree tb• according to the 

strength ot His arm. But it ia in verae 12 that the P•ala-

ist •akea bis third and aoat bitter d••nd ror God' a Yengeance. 

. The revcge requested 1a no longer •aaure tor J11iBaaure, but 

sev~ntr !"old OYer that a corn vbich t.he enealea directed to

wards God. The Psalm enda on a comparatively placid note b7 

restating God•a relationship to H1a people with the tmailiar 

"sheep ot Thy pasturage" 1.Jlage in the tirat sticb, while tbe 

tinal atich 1.ntorma Goel that He can be assured ot baYing 

people arou.Dd tor some ti.1118 t.bat will praise Bia DalB9. 

The dominating image or God in this Paaba ia tbat ot 

an mgr7 and veoge1'ul God. The Peal.mist' a only hope a eema 



to be that Be will turn Bia wrath t'ro• Bia people and 11J>OD 

the en-7. It 1a aignUicmt that w1 th thia view ot' God aa 

destructive mid wrathtul the Paala1at can a1.Jmlltaneoual7 

hold th• dew that God ia -rcitul in nature, and indeed 

mppeal.8 to Bill on thia ver;r baaia • 

1x~ 131/1 ,~ 1, on, 1J1'b/ p, li1b 
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"Speedil7 bring Tb.7 •rciea before ua, Por we are exceeding

ly low." The word l ,bn,, which we ba•e tranalated a.a 

"merciea • haa e·nn a tronger • 11111.nga. Brown, Driver and 

Brigga renders it aa "compassion" and auggeats that when it 

ia uaed between IUD and aan it suggests the kind ot brotherl7 

teelillg that would exist between two who were .from tbe s•e 

wod>. When rererring to God' a tee ling tor man we would sug

gest that 1 t 1a a reeling ot loving cone em tor one vi th 

whom God haa bad an intimate relationship !'rcn birth, au.ch 

aa deacr1bed in veraea 10 and 11 or Psalm 22. Certainly, 

there 1a the element or reapona ib 111 tr suggested in such a 

Jlllationahip between .rather and son, but it ia so transcended 

by the element or love t.bat natural)J' results, that it makea 

01' t . le dutit'ul aspects a aecondar,. consideration. God ia 

thought or aa loving and canpass1onate, it ia a part ot Hia 

very nature to take pity upon His people . 

God ia alao thought of aa being concemed w1 th Hia own 

reputation among the nations. This, aa haa alread7 bem 

pointed out, is strongly emphasized in verses 9 and 10. Bot 

only is God's reputation questioned, but Bia very exiatence 

ia doubted. The very last verse suggests that God la om 
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who takes pride in bearing Bia praise recited, or at least 

finds tbia act de1irable. God vmta to be well thought ot. 

'!'he moat salient ri.ev ot God that ccaea torth tl'Oll thi1 

Peal.a, and 1n tl'\lth dcminatea it, la the ri.ev ot God'• nature 

u being aimultmeoual7 angl'J-campaaaionate. 

Pootnotea 

l. Phillipa. The Peal.ma, Vol II, P• 213 

2. Buttenvieaer, The Paalaa, p. 616 

3. Buttenvieaer, p. 612 
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Coaclualon 

.la ve begin to ot neceaa1tf ha•• to 

aake the unreal d1T1aion between •tom• aDll •content,• but 

it la •certa1Dl7 not fora in the conTentlonal aena• in which 

ve think ot tom aa a kind ot enTelope which •containa• the 
l 

•content I • • Por w baTe a een that a pa ala i• a caretull7 

contrlTed and well worked out poetic utterance. Baah paala1at 

baa posed tm probl• to hiaa•lt in a particular wq and then 

aet out to aol•• lt vitbin a traevork ot hia ovn choosing. 

In Paala 22 the opening ••rae la a bold but agonized 

plea that g1•ea ua tba moat torthr1@Jit atat-.nt ot tbe Paala-

1at•a paradoxical position ot bel1et -- God ia too tar ott to 

help, but near enough to call upon. Thi Paal.Jl1at then begina 

to work out th1a th•• in detail; God'• dlatmce 1a turtber 

emphasized b7 Bia 1'a1lure to anaver the Paalaia t•a continual 

pleas, while Bia nearneaa la 1.llplied in the deli•ermce Be 

ga•e to tboae ot an earlier d&'J lilo trusted in Bia, aa vell 

aa thDougb the tmder description the Paalaiat givea ot hla 

Olin relatic:nahlp to God in the earlleat 7eara. Then tollowa 

a gr8,J.hicall7 ch1111Ag deacriptlon o! the ilnediaq ot the 

peraecutiona tbe Paalla1a t 1a eXJ)eriencing. It la ~ua t when 

the en.,- 1a depicted aa circling the Paalaiat coming in tor 

the kill, a a 1tua tion trcn which there 1• no vq out, that 

the Psalmist removes ua troa thia h1d.9oua acene and beg1.na 

to speak or hia own deli•erance and the ettect the retelling 

ot it will ha•• upon others. The Paala mda on a glor1oua 

but un.toruuatel7 talae note ot unimagined happineaa at the 
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thought ot unborn gmerationa hearillg ot God'• aereltul 

dealing v1 th the P aal.111at. 'fb1a Pa ala •tart• oat w1 th re

jection and the bolct plea, and att• •~lol"ing aabiYalent 

f'••li~• toward Ooct •bowh'8 the urpnc7 of th• Pae1•'•t•• 

aituation, manage• to reaolY• these atre•••• and atrailla b7 

laagjntag in detail tM Pael•1at'a owi deliYvance. 

TM introducto17 •••• of Paal.a 44, ltlat Paala 22, 

add.re•••• Ood. dlrectl7. Progreaai•• parallelism ia eaplo7ed 

a• the Pa•l•Sat relate• how he bad heard ot God'• deeda 

through an oral tradl tlon. '1'ba flrat atenn, yeraea 2 to 

9, cieY•lopa thla idea onl7. A warrior God la depicted with

out llboae help nothing can be accompllabecl. The tone ot the 

second stanza, Yerae 10 to 27, 1a in ah.up contrast to the 

placid tone or the tirat. The atanza begina bJ' asking v~ 

God baa rejected the peopa, retua1Dg to go forth to var vi th 

th•. Seyera1 Yer••• amtlon the •ad atrai ta the people are 

in, but thia 1• not dwelt on. Imtead ot deacrlbing th• •P•

citica of the deatructlon •• in Paalaa 22, 74, and 79, thia 

Paal•S. t aerel7 alludes to it through the •abeep tor food• 

aet .. phor ot ••ra• 12, and the reaction in ••r••• 14 to 17 or 

the neighboring people a to Ierael '• aad plight. The predoa-

1.nating part or thla stanza 1a arguamt, auggeating (tar Go4•a 

apparmt rejection) one explanation after mother end then 

discarding thea u inadequate to explain the altuatlon. The 

aountlng tmalon that 1a gmerated bJ' hla peralatmt ••••J' 
to aake the hardl7 ullieratood a.ctlona ot the God ot the pr.aent 

conaiaten t vi th the t•lliar and ort-beard actions or the God 



ot the paat puahe• the Paalaiat to addreaa al.amt brasm 

atat•enta to God. The onl7 wq to ••Ye God's comistmq 

lOlt. 

la to think ot lUll as aleep mg. Be la bolcll7 inYoked to vaD 

up and talm action, tor onl7 it Be doea ao will tbe Paalaiat 
2 

be able to caat ott thia COiiie caricature ot a God aaleep. 

Here too la a paradox, tor the Pael•i•t pleada and argues 

w1 th a God that la obrtoua 17 rendered aaaeleaa to vorda b7 

bia a011DOlence. 

Psalm 74 begim with a paradox -- God'• tinal rejection 

ot a people to whom Be baa placed Hiaaelt' in the relation or 

a beneficent shepherd. Here, too, God is thougbt or as re

moYed t'rcn Bia people, tor Be is invoked 1n Terse 3 to cmae 

to the T•ple Mount and view t.he deatNct1on that baa there

in enaued. A detailed description or that destruction then 

tollowa (veraea 4 to 9 ). Thia recount!~ raiaea the Paalndat 

to such a tever pitch that he d•anda God cmaume the en9Jll.7. 

Then t'ollowa the magnificent praise to the God or nature and 

pre-hiatm-1 that aervea an indispensable tunction within the 

Paalm, r•inding God that be baa 1n the paat deatr07ed 1n 

order to create. The Paalmiat tinda hie own argument ao con

rlnc 1.IJg that he ia able to conclude b7 uttering almost tri

Wllpbantlyl:l." 1 a11 "'1, lihich has the double meani~ ot 

"plead Thine own case," and "fight Thine om battle." The 

apparent paradox of the beginning ia resolved b7 the Paelm1at 

w11h a compelling argument ao auceaatul that God ia lett with 

no al ternat1 ve but to do aa the Paalnliat directs. 
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P•-1• 77 handles the problea ot rej ect1on 1n an alJloet 

Unique .. nner. One can see vorJd.ng vi thin tbla P aal.a a d1a

t1nc t dialectic vhich operates ao aat1atactorll7tor the Peala-

1at that be la not forced to involm God to take •o• kind ot 
ti• ~~ I~ .., 

action in order to aal.Tage lhJ.e conception ot god. Yet w1 thin -
thia Paala are 911 the doubts, mlagirlnga and contradlctlona 

ln•ol•ed 1n tm c:llacrepaq between Ood'• behavicr at'oretiae 

and Bia b9haTicr now that ha•• plagued the other pae1•iata 

considered ln thia em~. '1'be Paal•Sat begina hia cmveraa

tion vi th God b7 telling B1m all the aental anxieties ad 

ph)'81eal ail.118Dta he baa experimced bec111•• ot hia t'ailure 

to f 1JJd Bia a Dd ape ak to Him at an • ar lier time. Be recount• 

to God hia proceaa ot reoollectlon that aade hi• paintullJ' 

aware ot God'• abamce. It is then that he 1a moat aware ot 

tba d1aparit7 in God'• behaTior and aaka a aerie• ot queationa 

concemi:ng God'• nature that are ao baaic that thq can.not go 

unanavered. But betore an answer can be given, the Paalaiat 

apologizes tor having dared to aak theae queationa and bl .. ea 

thia abruptness on bis sickness. Then follows a aeries ot 

Ter!les exalting the God ot nature, tor it la here that the 

Paa:a.ndat tinda the an.aver to whether or not God vi 11 cont1mae 

to aake hia ireaence known in the vorld. 1'be catacl79mic acts 

ot m ture are obvious responses to the ••r:r ai@)lt ot God, 

g1:d.J:Jg ample proot' ot hie ccnt1nued participation in •ttera 

ot' the world. Here the paradox ia partlallJ' eolTed. God la 

actiTe, but there la nothing to assure us that be la benefi· 

cent. Thia, perhaps, la neTer questioned bJ' tbia Paalaiat. 



•eTel"tboleaa • be doe a not 1.naiat God pertona apecitic act• 

to d•onatrate to all that Be ia at work in the world. 
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P•al• 79 begim b7 deacribing tm deatruction ot th• 

t.-ple. But vhereu Paala 74 devotea couiderable attention 

to thia -tter, thia Paala aoY•• on to deacribe the slaughter 

ot th• peopi.. God ia 8J>Okm ot a• beiZJg continual~ aDgl'7 

vi th Bia peopi.. but mYer ot ha Ying toraakm th•. God. 

dewed aa one in anger, 1a tmplared to apend BS.. anger upon 

thoe • who do not call upon B1a uae. Appeal• are alao •d• 

to Bia aelt eate•. 8u.t 110at illportant ot all la the a4-

m1aaion on the part ot the Paalaiat 1bat be baa c~itted 

aim. '1'hia Paalalat • then• •••• not the abamce ot God ln 

the ragtag toe• but Bia vrathf'ul preamce ••ting out punlah

•nt to a a1.nt'ul people. 

Thi aalaaion ot ala in Paala 79 S.. the •1-mt aS..a-

1.JJg in all the other Paai... Indeed the author ot Paala 44 

1• ao certain ot hi.a innocmce that be calla upon an all

knoving God mo aearchea theae thinga out to verit.J hia 

claim ot purit,- (Yerae 22). It ia the aenae ot guilt that 

hold• the Paal '1.at ot Paalm 79 back trom the tinal conclusion 

tm otmra !:ave made -- that God baa rmoved Biaaelt troa the 

world. It la thia convicticn ot 1Dnocmce on the part ot ti. 

ot.ber paalaia ta that aakea God' a actions ae• inccaprehenai

ble to them. To explain Bia actions tb91 are tcrced to aa7 

Be baa rejected Bia people. But a 110tive tor auch action la 

•i••1Dc· 
Blank, in hia article subtitled "Tm Promethean 

El•ent in Biblical Pr~er." deal.a apec1ticall7 with thoa• 



vho •atmd up to Ood in prqer and d•md their dll•. • 3 

Certa1nl7 tber• ia an abundmc• ot tbia 111 the paal.Jla we 

ha•• oanaid .. ed. Indeed, Peal.a 44 1a dlacuaed at length 

ill thia article u an outatanding •l'mpl• ot tbia k1D4 ot 

prqer. 4 OUler outatancllng ezaplea ot the Prcmetheu 
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•l ... nt ill prqer are ••r••• 2 and 3 1n Paala 22; ••r••• 1, 

10, 11, and 18 through 23 1n Peal.II 14; ••r••• 8 through 10 

ill Paala 77; md ••r••• S, 6, 10, 11, md 12 1n Paal.ll 79. 

Conaidering the de91>erate a1 tuatlcm ot the pa•la1at ot eaob 

peaba, we might auggeat that tbia cm be a condition that 

llill pl"Ollpt a JUD to atand tac• to t'ac• vi th God and comu.nd 

rather thm beg. 

But among theae am we ha•• noticed a certain Ber-

d1 tabe•ian ei.aent in their prqer. Like the 18t.h cmtu17 

\1&••1d1c rabbi ot Berd1 tabev llho atter ha ring addreaaed God 

vi t.h 1Jlpuden t d•and• auddml7 r•mb ered betore moa b8 

at.ood and retreated cautious~ b7 hWllbl7 praiaing OOd 'a 

name, S several paalaiate cl1.llb down rroa tbl high ground 

ot bold d•and t.o a aater vall91 ot hwllb1- acceptmce. '1'he 

1102 ': obYioua ia the inatance in Paala 77 mere the Paalaiat, 

after baring asked 801119 ver,- ••ioua queatiom ot God ( ••••• 

8-10), a:i.oat begs 1'org1 veneaa 1'or ba'Ying aaked th• b7 

bl-1ng h1a actlane on bis aiclmeea (yerae 11). Bet.here

upon eabarlm on a lmgtb.7 bJJ1D in praiae ot God. In Peal.a 

74 atter commanding God to con~ the ••J' (•er•• 11), the 

Paal-1.a t ali>ati tutea tar hie pre'Yloue mg17 and d•anding 

tone a certain plecidneaa that 1a contmt to otter calculeted, 
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but nonethel••• glorlou , 110rda or pral•• and adalratlon tor 

th• God ot creation and. nature. ID both ca••• the•• pealll

late bad preemt9d before Goel lrretutable arsmente that 

cleaanded action; but a dread of One vho vae atill lD mn7 

re1Specte nnmowi -- ot One vhCJ11'6,ctlona could not be caretul-

17 calculated -- bald th• back fl'Oa mk1Dg ••en turth_. 

deamde. 

Thea• pealm abound with antbrOpOllOrJ>hl ... and an

tb.ropathl.... !here are reterencea to Ood'• race (22:26, 

44:4, 44:2S), Bia ana (44:3, 77:16, 79:ll), Ble h11nd (44:4, 

74:11), md Hie boaoa (74:ll). Goel le apok.i or aa om 11ho 

teell anger (?lpl, 77:S,6), •J"eJ (44:27), and COllf>•••lon 

( 79:8 ). But ve cannot deduce 1'~ thla that thee• paalalate 

thought or God ln these ter•. Peraodticatlon 1.e a legltl

aate de•lce ot all poe ta, and this aq be nothing more. 

We encounter acme dlttlcult lea vhen ve t17 to group 

together the conceptions ot God held b7 these paalmhta. 

onl7 concepta, but mere vorda that are identical aq ha•• 
dlf'terent aean1nga 1n various poetic contexta. "But where 

la • .. ~e dictiona17 which contalm the terma or a po•? It la 

a trui• that the poet la cantlnua1}1 forced to r•ake lan

guage . Aa Bliot baa put lt, hla task la t.o 'dislocate lan-
6 

guage into aeaning. '" There la a real danger lDYol•ed 1n 

the comparlng and contrasting ot c cmcepta abetraeted trma 

the worlm of dlttermt poets, or ••en 1'roa d11'1'erent vorka 

ot the aaae poet, tor 1 t is the dr•atic poaltlon ot an ex

preaaion that lmda to lt 1'u.nction and aeanlng and ultlaate 
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Tal•. Thi• 1• ••• quit• clearl7 in the p•U.. we are work

ing v11h. The concept ot God aa kl.JJg occur• both in Peal.a 

44:S ancl Paa.la 74:12. In Peal.a 44 thla cGllCept could not be 

cllapenaecl with. It charaoterls•• a particular 1-ge ot Goel 

that do-tnatea the mt ire tirat • tanaa. It ia neceaaar7 to 

picture God aa a ld.ng. tor thia 1• a leg1t1-te •~lanat1on 

tor God' a apparent oapr1o1oaamaa • taTOring vhcm•Y• Be would. 

In contrast to thU• the ue ot thia •- 1.Juge in Paa.la 74 

merel7 .. rka a trana1t1on and introdaacea a nev subject. God 

ia king because of hia .. ate1"7 OYer nature. but it ia the idea 

ot the God ot nature that ia e~lorecl ancl de~elopecl rather 

than the God vbo la 11.lae a b.neen king. Indeed, the idea ot 

God aa king coulcl be omitted traa thi• Paala vi t.hout ccnaicl

erable ham to 1 ta integriv, vber••• it 1• indhpenaable to 

Psalm 44. 

We have another example or the Yariant tunctiona ot 

a atandari&ed image of God. We have tvo eloquent puaagea 

tba t cle•cribe the God ot nature in Peal• 711. and 77. In 

Psalm 74 it la the pUJ1)ose ot the Paalmiat to illustrate the 

cleat1 ucti vm••• or God inwlved in the ••1'7 act ot creation. 

God' a deatructi Ymeaa la vi t.neaaed both in h1a breaking open 

the t'ountaina am drJ'iJJg Up the a tre•a ( Ye7""8 1$ ) • Whereas 

1n Peal.JD 77 the violent eruption ot nature in a a tom teati

riea to God'• continued preamce and acti Yi ty in the world. 

Verse 22 ot Paalm 44 apeaka ot God knowing the secrete 

ot the heart. Sum an Jaage ot God la brought into thia 

Paalm tor a definite reason, to aerye a apec1t1c 1'unc ti cm. 
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The Pa•J•ut 1• proTlng hi.a owi innocence and calla upon a 

Goel mo lmova all the aecreta ot the heart to bear v1tneaa. 

'!'be 1nnoeenoe of the Paalaiet la illportant, tor 1t h9 cannot 

.. tntain thla hia arg1.m9nt loaea much ot i ta ettect1Teneaa. 

We omnot aq that thia or that la th• paal•Sat 'a 

iaage ot God b7 pulling torth om verae out or th• context 

and laolat1ng lt. The paalalata uaed aan7 bugea of Ood to 

auit their own purpoeea. To evaluate theae J)8al•1a ta• con

ceptiona ot Ood we auat look at the total picture th91 baT• 

gi•m ua. 

In everJ instance theae peal.ala ta !"ind th•aelvea 1n

Tolved in ccntradlct.orJ ccmceptiona ot God. Peal.a 79 viewa 

God aa being angl"J - coapaaaionate. In the other paalaa the 

contradiction la occaaioned b7 the di acrepm CJ between the 

God ot the paat and the God ot the present -- the God the7 

know ot through tradl ti on and the God th.,- have deduced from 

their observation ot present conditiona. Tbe7 are all ln

•olTed in the aame paradox -- the beneficent God or the paat, 

and the rejecting God or the present. But they all believe 

that ' 'e listens to them, and moreover that He oarea . Wb7 

else would thq speak to Bina? 
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