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CHAPTER I 
• • THE FAMILY OF DAwn> FRIEDLANDER 

.,, 
Joachim Moses Friedlander, founder of what was •one hundred 

years ago, one of the moat i l lustrious families of German7,•1waa boni 

in Silesia in 1712. His father, Moses Levin,moved to Koenigsberg 

in 1722, because the East Prussian administration had acted humanel7 

towards the Jews. There, Moses Levin became the leader of the Jewish 

cormnunity, a leadership maintained b7 his family for more than a 
• century. He died in -1736, a well-lma1rn and wealthy man, who had 

the securod his wealth thru trading privilege be had ~cqulred. It la not 

" known whether Joachim Moses came to Konigsberg with his father. It 

is known,however, that he studied in Prague under E1beschuetz . 

In 1'136, he married Hinde F~schel, daughter of Levin Fischel, a 

" Scbutzjude, and as sumed the name Friedlander. On t he dea th of h ie 

father-in-la• in 1739, he inherited the latter's trading privileges. 

This trading privilege CCJ'ltained too many handicaps,and in 1756 Joa

chim Moses went to Berlin to see the king to petition for elimination 

of a few restrictions. Due to thA pres s ure brought to bear by jealous 

Christian rivals, Joachim ~oses ' petition was denied~ The Seven 

Years' War, which set in immedi a tely thereafter , filled the coffers 

of J oach im lio~es, while emptying those of the king . In 1764, the 

persuasive me: odies of Jewish gold °''erpowered Frederick, and on the 

payment of 1000 thalers , Joachim Moses was gr anted a general priv1-

ldge, titulo oneroeofor himself ami his fh~e children, who were living 

then. This gave him the ·right to trade in all things as a Christian 

mer chant, except where the use cf a bushel and scale were 1nvoTved. 

1 . Gotthard Deutsch in American Israeli t e - June 1914. 
-1-



Both he and his children were pel'ftl1.tted to visit anba11pere4 the 

annual markets and rairs or Prussia and Lithuania. He waa al• 

granted the right of residence without tax and the pemla•lan to .. 
buy a hOll8 tn Konigsberg. On June 28, l"r15 h• secured tu!.l rlgbta, 

the bubel and scale re1trlctton be~ng elilftlnat.ed, an4 t.be prlYi

lege being extended to inclwle all hls deacendAnts. Sbortl~ there

after, be dled. (1??6) 

Joacbill •oees bad a cceeded his father aa leader and repre

sentative Of the K0ntesberg Jewish comnunlty. Whenever d1tt1c6lt1es 

arose, between t.he Jews and the govermaent, Joachim Moses would · 

attempt to smooth them out. He also became an ardent advocate or 

enlighteDJ11ent among his corre11g1onists. Up to that time, it. had 

been the custom of the Jews to educate their children only in 

Talmudic and si!llllar studies. Secular culture was regarded. as pro

fane. Merchar.ts, however, especially those who like Joachim Moses, 

came tn freqent cent.act with the regents or the German provinces, 

felt the inadequacy of the exclusively Hebrew training they had 

received, in meeting and dealing with the officials. These Jllerchanta 

were eager to prove to the eyes of their rulers that the Jew was 

not the Inferior creature he was thought to be. Theyponsequently, 

began to feel the need for secular culture. Besides that to a 

successful merchant, a knowledge or the three fundamentals, reRdlng, 

wr1t1ng and arithmetic was indispensable. Therefore the Kbn!gsberg 

merchants began to train their children not only in the ancient Heb-

rew ' lore, but also in the elementary secular studies. Joachim 

~oses had seven children, six sons and one daughter, and thef re

ceived such a thorough education that they ranked among the most~11uuwa 

families of the clty."2 His sons, laerrflllrd, Mayer and Wulff became 

·ramous art and book collectors. They,too, handed down the tradition 

----~~------~--------------------------- r W 2. Das Handlungshaus Joachim Moses Friedlander et Sohne zu 
Konigsberg 1.Pr. -2-



of secular culture, begun in their t&llil7 bf their ~ather • . 

engaged as tutor for his children Isaac Euchel (1?56-1804), 

satfr1st, who ridiculed Jewish traditions and doubted the dl•lne 

orlgln of the scriptures, and 7et r9111&1ned the friend or Hartwig 

Wessel7, the great champion of tradition. Me7er's eldest aon, 

Michael, becaae a famous ph7slc1an. He practiced ln Paris, where 

he published ae.eral medical books of considerable note. The 

daughter married a Berlin Schutzjude, Bendix, whose grandson ls 

Edward Bendeman, the f1111ous painter and author of "Jeeemlah on the 

Ruins of Jel'U8alem." His son is Felix von Bendemann, retired ad

miral of the German naV7, Who recentl7 celebrated the 50th annt

versary of his service. Bernhard, the ol dest son, and Abraham, 

the 7oungeat son,marrled granddaughters of Vettel H~1ne, the fin

ancial right-hand man of Frederick the Great. A grandson of Joa

chim Moses, John Friedl&nder, married Aemalie Heine, a cousin and 

supposed love of the poet. Another grandson, Samuel, became alder

man in Konigsberg in 1809, and a great-grandson, Edward von Simson, 

3 lhe 
was president of the first Reicts t ag. Seeds of culture planted 

.. 
in the Friedlander family by J oachim Moses blossomed and bore fine 

" fruit. Of all the descendants of Joachim Moses Friedlander surviv-

ing to this day, not a one has been left in the Jewish fold. 4 

They have carried with them to their new religious circles the 

cultural, spiritual and charitabl e tendencies of their J ewish ances

tors, and thus are still diss eminating the spirit of Judaism, and 

are factors in the progress of civ1lization.5 

David Fried lander, the •rourth son of Joachim Moses, dea

tined to play a l eading rol e in the p•litical and religious emanci

pation of the Jews in Germany, was born in Konigsberg 6n tbe sixth 

---~------------------------~---3. 
4. 

·5. 

Gotthard Deutch in .hmerican Israelite - Ju.ne 1914 
Das Handlungsbans Joach~oses Friedlander et Sohn zu 
Konigsberg 1. Pr. e 
Ibid - 3-



or December, 1?60. Like his brother, he received a tboroagb 

ect.ueation in Hebralce, and aleo in the rudiHnta ot eecular culture. 

Be too, was trained to become a merchant. His 7outh was ideal. Be 

had all the advantages that a wealtb7 and cultured home make possi

ble. He had leisure and opporiunit7 to dream dre&J1S, and see vlalona. 

Hie ln1aginative •ind began to spin out Utopias, which were later to 

be torn ..- to shreds b7 the ha~ realities or lite. Bis own 

words speak ror theuelves of the ideal surroundings or his youth, 

of his dreams and visions and or his rude sophistication and 

bl'Ui.a1! disillusionment. In his introduction to the "Letters about 

the MoPallty or Commerce•, he atte111Pts to overcome the aversion 

of a young man for the apparent dishonesties 1mperatlve in a 

He says: •1 can speak thus to you for I have 

experlencea in my o.n life the gamut or these unpleasant percep

tions ••••• Born of middle-class parents,who loved us tenderly. 

and apared us nothing which .might ennoble our conception or purify 

our ideas, we knew or need and want only from hearsay. We became 

familiar a~~ early age with the conveniences of wealth, because 

we knew no more pleasant use of our oocket mon•y than the satis

faction of our small personal des ires. Since the acquisition of 

money cost us neither trouble nor work, and since we could there

fore not be aware or its true value , we believed tha t it was as easy 

for men to practice all the virtues as it was for us to dole out 

alma. If, in the bloom of youth , one has t he good fortune to be 

raised by cul turell people, to live one' s early years in c ood 

health and plenty , and to have acquired the principl ~s of morality, 

one's imagination creates for him an alluring picture of all hu

manity, where no shadow nor false colour spoi ls the port r a it. I 

~ecall very c l early that I took Grandison as an example, and con-

sidered it easy for me to equal him in other fields . Moral prin-

-4-



c1ples are so at~ractlve, are ln such complete bal"lllony with all 

ls true and beautiful, that they exercise an indescribable chal"!I 

ever the unspoiled mind of a refined lad. lJl this period of ecsta~ 

one cannot conceive how it is possible to s t ray away even one 

hair' s breath f rom the path of righteousness. The baee passion 

of the spirit, or covetousnes s appea r to have no r eality in 

nature. Not true, my dear friend. I read your soul correctly. 

This ts the dream or y011r early youth, ewen as it was mine . Jt6a 

Well equipped for the commercial career, he was to follow, 

and with high ideals and lofty aspira tions, David Friedla!Xier left 

and set out for Berlin in 1'7?1, where he wished to a f f iliate with 

. the idealistic movement . His father's pres tige and inf l uence paved 

t he way for his finalci a l and social success in Pruss ia's capi

tal. He i mmediately had access to the fines t and wealthiest 

" Jewish circles . Within a year he married Blumchen Itz1g ,one of 

t he many daughters or Daniel Itzig , t he mos t affluent Jew in 

Prussia. The marri~~e w~s a ha ppy one aDi Qasted unt i l the death 

of Fried llnder' s wi f e in 1805 . The couple had s everal ch ildren, 

none of whose descendants r ema ined Jewish . Thus surrounded by 

wealth an d culture , Friedlander began h i s ca r eer in Berlin a t 

the age of twenty-one , and continued act ive in the cultural and 

particular l y i n the Jewi sh movements . This l a s t ed unt il 1835 , when 

at t he age of 85 , W. wearied and worn out, be went to his ete rnal 

rest . 
------------------ -- -- -----

6a · Ri t t er 

- 5-



6 
CH~Pl'Ell II 

THE PHILOSOPHIC , INTELLECTUAL AID HISTORICAL 
BACKGROUID OF IEDLANOER' S LIFE. 

It. was to a Berlin teeming·with intellectual rejuveneacence 

to •~ich 7oung Friedlande came in 1'7'71. The tidal wave or revclt 

against authorit7, usuallJ'' known as the Renaissance, which bad , 

innundated Europe and wh1 .h had produced the Protestant Reforma

tion in Germany in the si teenth centu17. swept on thru the seven

teenth century and began o surge with destructive results at the 

existing relig!ona and po .1tlcal institutions in the eighteenth 

centu~. Coincident with the accession of Frederick the Great, 

to the throne of Prussia n 1740. the modern age began to dawn 

in German7. when English jdeas began t-0 exercise an influence 

through translations of L ,cke, Hume and English moralists. 

Previous to this, the Wol~f-Leibtllas.&n- rationalistic metaphysics 

had dominated German thought. 
j.,L 

To this now was added the emp1~al 
~ 

philosophy of Locke, and 1~he result was a combination Cf rational-

ism and emp!r1o1 ... which conceived the lllliverse as a rational 

theological order, which c:an be. made intelligible to reason, 

because it is the exprese :Lon of reason. The task of the cultured 

man nm became tbe cleari1lg· away of all su persti tut ion, in the 

solving o'' all mysteries and the illuminating .e of everything, 

by the light of reason. ~rhus the At&f'l~6or enlightenment 

movement 1'as called into l:>e1ng in Germany. The logical inferen

ces from this new philoso1phic •*••"- system are very evident. 

Al l human institutions, p1olitical, religious and economic and 

social must be scrut1n1zec:l and examined in the light or reason. 

Those whom exam1r.at1on and. analysis declared untit, must be changed. 

The results of plu."llblng tlllese existing institutions are the 



? revolutions or the latter part or the eighteenth· and nineteenth 

and twentieth centu17. 

During the reign or Frederick the Great, the 

movement oonrined itself largely to the religious field. · Precler

ick the Great, had in hia youth flirted wlth the intellectual 81111 

cultural tendencies which had received their impetus from the 

LoCMtan philosophy • . Be bad become a great admirer of French 

literature and poet1"7, and cult1Tate4 hla aestNW~Hl pote1't.1al-
• ities. 10 h1a father, ;rederlck William I, wbo had hoped to 

make Prussia a po•errul militaristic state and who bad laid the 

foundation ot the B1smarckian militarism, these feminine tenden

cies of his son and successor, were a great source of wor17 and 

anxiety. Bis vision of a powerf'ul Prussian state would be 

shattered b7 this dNaming son. Re, consequentl7 imposed severe 

and harsh militarr discipline on Frederick, to the extent that 

the latter attempted to escape to England tor release and relier. 

Frederick was thwarted, sa• the error or his ways, acquiesced, 

and eventually acquired the stern and militaristic qualities or 

his father. On his mm& accession t o the throne of Prussia, 

Feederick !m.111edia tely za established t.he freedom of th~ press, onl7 

to revoke it shortly thereafter. His toleration was confined 

only to religi~, for he himselr was irreligJous. Be, never

tt~less, encouraged literary endeavors, and invited famous men 

to hi s court, where he gave them stipends and treated them 

liberally. Amons those wbo were attracted to Prussia by Fred

erict was Voltaire, the ¥rench deist, arch-ene~ of the Church, 

and political philosopher. Voltaire's shrieking laughter at 

priest-trart found a pawerful echo in the Prussian court, and 

" the crttical spirit which produced the luflUahrung freely 

assailed traditional religion. Less ing offered to the world in 



8 .. 
hie we1renbu~tel Pragmente t.he radical negation• ot ••••~: 

The theological rebel• 4~1'94 not to~ their at.tent.ton to polttloa 

but. th9J had eatabllehed. the •thod, 11hioh •a• t.o result ln pelt• 

tlcal cbenge. 

Wolrr and. Leasing, lloaea MendelaOhn and Wioolal bee... the .. 
leaders or the Auf1Qahr6ng_lb Th97 exhort.eel t.heir countt'l•aeua 

to uae their rea.on •lthoat tear. It wae the tba•lng or the 

winter lee. An age ot experl11ent, adventure and rejuvenescence 

began. The arrows or crt t.tc1·n begaa to fl7. The silent grudges 

ot cent.urea begm to tlnd. articulation. Decadent institutions, 

existing bT divine right, began to quake and totter. The old 

order was changing. During the generation of peace f ollcnring the 

Seven Years' War, Germany began to read, think and ask questions. 

The 1nqulalt1ve splrtt, produced by the combination at the ratlon

alle• ot Lelbnttz anu the empiricism ot Locke, began to fill the • 

mind• or the intellectual bourgeoisie. The roots of the Au.t'IUahr-
. 

ung were in these philosophic spheres, but the contagion quickly 

aprea4, first attacking religion, and then moving on to politics 

and econ011ics. Up ·to the time of the Frenc~ Revolution, there had 

been no SJ&temat1c thinking about the principles or the •tate 

1l'l Gorma117. The class of men, who in France, Italy and England 

were expou~ding new political philosophies, in Germany contented 

themselves in perfecting methods of acininistratlon. Thia is due 

to the Cam$ral1st political beliets,which since the middle of 

• 

the sixteenth century, bad dominated German political thought. 

Cameralism concerned itself exclusively with the theory and prac

tice of administration. Its exponents were aware of the deflclen-

c!es, not in political concepts but in political adm1n1strat1ona. 

-----~-----------------------
6b. Gennany and the French Revolut ion • G.R. Gooch. 



Th97 dlcl not o~~ aut,oo .. oJ' ~en 

in England, and •onteequtea. in Prance. 'l'bey sought to elnatle 

autocraoY.. Tbelr l4eal waa a bendolent. deepot1n, and f.n 1'rel8erlel' 

the Great, liDill Joeeph II ot Austria, ttier realized ttielr goals to 

a 1 l1Jllted extent. !tie tallae7 1n their polltlcal. 4ootrlnea 1• 

due t,o the taot. tlat their st.art.Ing 1t01nt was the et.ate and not 

the people. 

' an4 t.bet.r dlactplea, \be people oocnaplecl the center or the et.age. 

The at.ate exlet..4 tor tbe people, tor their senice. Tbe 0el'tlan 

pre-revolutlOl)al'J' thinkers accepted the state and its autocratic 

regime. The onl7 check• ther had tor rulers were religion and con

aoience. In Locke, tbe people are a check to the rulers. The 

German thinkers were far behind their Bng11m and French conrreres. 

Though the intellectual lire in Germany was vigorous, the po

litical ••• ana811lc. Wttb the death or Frederick the Great and tbe 

accession or •illlam II in 1786, Prussia breathed a sigh or relief 

even tho it bad admired greatly lta warrior ruler. The new ruler 

was well-meaning, but weak, and dominated by Sk his ministers • 

Bis rule waa signall1zed bJ' a react!on to Christi anity. • Wollner, 

Willi&111 II's prime minister, was a member of the Rosicrucian 

order, a religious evangelic organ12ation, whose a111111 were t~e 

rejuvenation <f the dying Christianity. A rigid censorship, for

bidding discussion of religious and dogmatic .. est ions was l"Dftediate

ly set U?· The king declared his intention of no longer permitting 

"that the religion or Christ be undermined, the Bible made a laughing · 

stock to the people and the banners of infidelliam, deism and 

naturalism be openl~ set up."7. The r~action assumed sueh proportion 

7. History of G&rmany Vo. II P. 227 •• Etrnest F. Henderson. 
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10 ·eat even Immanuel Kant was warned. In spite of tbia 

severit~, the king was tender-hearted and abolished llUlllJ lo&"t.h• 

some taxes. Be, hf'.J"ever, was not at all prepared to face the 

problema which the French Revolution -prepared for him. 

The French Revolution, an outgrowth of the spirit of 

revolt against authorit7, created great •nthusiasm 1n Gern1an7 • 
• Due to the predoalnating French influences at the court or 

Berl-in, the German people had been introduced to the theories of 

Raaaaeau. 8V' Sift- says: "His influence was immense, far greater 

t r an that of Voltaire. He was the hero of the most clever people 

of my youth." Leasing, Kant, Herder and Schiller all drank deep 

f"rom Rousseau's writings. The "Contrat Soc• 1" pronounced dD acma 

f~da•ental issues, which no Ger111811 thinker CQlld raise. While 

Montesquiellll\ appealed forcibly to isolated students and thinkers, 

Jean Jacques Rousseau became the hero of' the hour. His teachings 

were cont\nually regurg1•ated by the intellectuals. Besides, 

the influence of French teachings, t he successfUl .Alllerican 

Revolution which had bad many supporters in Germany, paved the 

way for the acceptance of the new regime i n France by Germany. 

Goethe said that Washington and Linco1n ·were names that shone in 

the German firmament. Returned Hess ian soldiers had with the 

hyperbole of yam - tel lers , spoken glowingl y of the Utopian repub

lic across the sea. Hence, the Fren~h revol ution was hailed by 

t he mass~s in Germany. They saw in the declaration of Rights of 

Man their ~n inarticulate longings a ssume tangi ble form . Philo

sophers like Kant and Fd~b& saw in the new political situation 

in France a realization of tilnaXJ1 their onr-teach ings. The 

literary .. salons of Germany toasted the revolutionists. The 



1 1 JOJ howner ••• abort 11Yedf the excesses ot the NYOlat.l.at.ti 

soon alienated many, the iatellectuala always preterrl•S ..... \o 

liberty. · Moat or them soon joined the ranks or t.he oounteP•NYO

lutioniats. It is of interest to note that the J'niah 891:ona Gr 

Henrietta Herz and Raehel Levin, tho' deploring its excess••• ~•r 

abandoned the caaee ofl the revolution.Sa 

'l'he court, or course, began to see in the reYolutlon a 

grave dfllger to its osn existence. The execution of Louis XVI, 

the confiscation or church property, the plaints or the emigr\s, ail 

ttn served to arouse the king agattnst Prance. It became evident 

that the revolution would not confine itself to France. In 

Prussia sporadic outbursts or peasants did occur. These were 

easily subdued, and the revolution did not come in Prussia, for 

the peasants were unorganized, unintelligent, and above all, 

despicably obedient. Pnissia ·was drawn into war with France and 

was easily defeated. Her coffers made tull by the economy of Fred

erick the Great, were squandered by his successor, who~ besides being 

a spendthrift, had ca'boltllnll certain taxes, which added to his 

financial problems. Revolutionary F'rance, inspired by the newly won 

rights and filled with a spirit of nationalism, proved irresistible. . . 
Her v1ctorieaea armies subdued the west baika of the Rhi~e 

(treaty or Baael), conquered the Netherlands, mastered Italy, and 

defeated ~ 1russ1a and Austria. \Yh&never the French armies moved, 

there the cry of ~1bert~, efa811te and fraternit~ was carried, and 

there they established the same political privileges they enjoyed. 

at home. 

In Prussia, meanwhile in 179!, Frederick Wilhelm III, 

had become ruler. He also was weak and could do nothing to &tem 

the armies of Napoleon. Prussia sUffered deltat after defeat. To 

8a Germany and the French Revolution - G.P. Gooch. 



11 ' 
t~e demands or h1a subjects Ila tor a rel•••• fPCll rew1a1 

burdens, the new ruler turned a deaf ear. It was onl7 aft.er t.be 

Bati.le cl Jena, when Pruaa1aa appeared ruined that. Precterlok 

Wilh•l• ••• roused rroa h1a letharg. ee· appoint.eel able mlnla

ters and these ueged upon him the neceas1t7 or repairing the 

rotten ada1n1atrat1-. Re was won over and An October 9, 180'7, 

issued the k•eew faaoWI edict which abolished reudal1811 ln 

Germa117. The serfs ,sere freed. Castes could be changed. The 

members or the nobilit7 were penaltted to sell their land, and 

engage in occupations. 'I'be cities were given self-government •1th 

slight superv1a1on rrom the crown. Here reforms were not institu

ted tor altruistic motives, but 1n order to strengthen PM1ss1a 

against Napoleon. 

The reforms accomplished their purpose. PM1ssia beg~n 

gaining a new lease on lite. Patr1ot1sm began manifesting itself. 

Fichte and SChl eiermacher preached revolution and revolt from the 

yoke of Napoleon. The Landswebr and Landsturm were organized. 

Hahl~nberg came to office and his liberal pol1c1es helped 

reestablish Prussia. The 4enouelll9nt-~ of Napoleon came quickly. 

The battle of Leipz i g in 1814 and Waterloo soon thereafter, ~ 

-··-·• finished him. Then came the congress of Vienna, and the 

inevitable 'eaetion to liberal ide~. Bourbonism was restored 

in France . ~cnarehs beg~~ ~r fear the l oss of Lhe1r pow•~· and 

13 frowned upon all sorts of d ~mocratic ideas . In Prus s ia, the 

king had promised his subjects a cons titution. Like most royal 

pr omises, it was not kept . 

The liberal elements in Germany fought against t h is reaction. 

The Turn Verein movement and the Burschenschaft, the studenti• 



13 organization began t.o object t.o the reactlona17 t.encl•ola ot 

court. Tiley soon began to start trouble and in 1819 one ot th• 

murdered...,....., a co1use~ative h1atorlan, aupposedlj" a Ruaa1an 

spy. Tb• gymnasiums were immediatel7 crdered cloaed.1 the Bur

schenschaft was disbanded. Secret orders .. arose ln their place. 

The reaction was in the saddle, and firal7 ent.retched, and t.be 

revolutlona17 {deals of the French were relegated to the limbe 

or rorgotten things. ftie teachings or Loclut, Kontesqu19', Voltaire 

Rousseau, The Enc7clopediat.a, Mirabeau, were • once more submerged. 

David Friedlander was caught in the swirl or these intel

lectual and polltic~l movements or his time, and many or his acti

vities, ror some or which he has been severely critioiaed, na7, 

even outlawed, can be understood when seen in th~ perspective or 

the conditions or his da7 • 

• 



CHAPTER III 

POLITICAL CONJl,ITI ONS 0F THE J E·:. s 
DURING FRI EDLANDER ' S LIFET IilE ••. 

. 
I n the previous chapter s , we ha ve endea1~ored to s ketch 

the po litical and intelle.ctua l forces which determined the crurae 

of events in Friedli nder ' s life time, a nd we have laid particular 

s t r ess on Prussian history for obv ious reasons . y; e shall sow 
~~ 

ende avor to trace the i n f luence and effect of t !h i s modern s pi:""i ton· :ta 

s t a tus of the J ew. Realiz ing that gen e ra llzat i onseven tn the 

physical sc iences a re precarious, wa shall nev•ertheless hazard 

a few generalizations on world h i stor y a nd J ewish histor y . His -

tor y move s on in an~i t.hetical wav e s . A mysti •cal peri od will be 

fol l owed b y a r a ti onalist ic 3ge. A l iber a l ce1ntury usu ally pr e 

cedes rea ctionary yea r s . ~he line of dema rca t t on is no t clearl y 

definable . There e:. r e n o e/·c.ct t e r m1ni a quo o:r ad quern. '!'he 

movemen t s bl end t ogether. Ra tional i sm beg ins to gain power , pe r-

haps , ·1.he·n mys~icism "is at 1 t s he it;!"t and e;row:s to s uch propor 

tion tha t i t eventually plays t h e domi nant r ole i n the a~fairs of 

men and v i ce versa . A peri od in liberc.-) t sm is usual l y followed 

by reactionar y da'Y'S . 'l'he J ew' s conditi on 1s always improving 

d1irine; an a ge of en l 1ghtenment and lioer al i sm, a nd '1 i s lot. becomes 

harder with t h e ~nevitable r e a ction . Whether t~ is gene r a lization 

holds for al 1 of J e", i sh h i s tory , it is n ot our purpos e t o e s -

tablish now, but that i t h olds BOOd for the peri od in wh ich 

we are Inter e s ted now , we ve n ture to as s e rt no one w!l l d i s pute . 

Wherever liberal, t he ideals and ideas of the F rench Revolution 

ttrmoc•.-.Xa •rwci•~nkiiWr••lim~w11d~ 

~Jd~~lllti..:•m;••r15ik&WilaX V1ere accepted and a dopted , t h e sta tus of the 

Jew was impr ov~:i . v:h e rever b ourbon i sm or monarch i s m or react i en 

set in , the Jew's righ ts a nd pri vileges were cu r tail ed. 



1.5 Since the destruction of the temple by Titus in the 

year 70, the most important event in Jewish history is the fall 

of the Bastile on July 14, 1789. The fall of the Bastile is 

symbol:lc of the ad.vent of the French HevolutJon, which m.si.rks a 

new era :l..n the .ti:uropean pol.i.t:ical ooncept::LonEJof the statw~ of the 

Jew. Previous to the Revol11tion, European governments had never 

considered the Jew to be on a par with the rest of the citizenrya 

The church conceptions that the Jew was an. infidel, a Christ 

killer, hence of an inferior speci0s, had dominated all European 

legislµtion. This placing of the Jew ~n a plnne of inferiority 

politically began to' end w:t.th the advent of the Ii'rench Hevolution. ~-"--·---...,.,.,,~·-......... ,..-~-

'l~he in tel lee tual f orce~s, whleh brough.t about the fall of bourbon·-

i.sm :l.n .Prance, advocated the equ·a 1:!.ty of man o The Jew could not 

be excluded from that equality. The Encyclopedis~in their 

as~ertion that all men are created equal, could not consistently 

relegate the .Tew to a lower nphere ~ He was a man, and should 

have political rights and privileges. He was to be one of the 

governed and consequently should have a voice in the mach:tnery 

of government. ' 

'l'he establishmt:mt of th:ts new pollt:i.cal ph:i.losophy 

5.:n Prance sotrncled a death knell to the dii:1abll:l.t:tes wh:tch had 

hampered. tho free development of the ,Jew ch.i:r:Lng the centuries of 

papal and Chr113tJ.an dom:inat:ton. Wherever Ji'rench arm:'ie s went, 

French J.cleas and :ldeals were establ:i.~~hed. In the wak(~ of Napoleon 1 s 

vietorieus troops, ghetto walls VH'.ire demol:l.shed and pol:.tt:tcal 

d:tscrim:tna ti on dwl.nd led away. 'I'hu~i, :t.n all the European c ountr:i.es, 

which Napoleon c onqi:un•ed, the Jc'3ws for th.e t:tme be:l.ng, gai.ned c:iv:tl 

equa.l:tty and pol:l.t:Lcal rights. 

The begtnnlng of' the e:Lghteent:r.1 century saw the <Tewa suffer ..... 

tng from the many dtsabLl:tt:i.es, wh:i.ch had been the:i.1~ med.:i.eval 



~eritage. Of course, indivi dual Jews who had accumulated great 

wealth , had been able to buy themselves free fran many of the restrie

t ~ons . Wealth has often been, in s pite of mis s piritualis tic 

propeps i ties, the savior of the Jew. But by the middle of the eight

eenth century, the liberal wri tings began to have their effect on 

Jewish cond itions. W: en Montesquiea. pu'bl!fbed h i s "Spirit of the 

Laws" in which he a r raigned Chr istianity f or t he 11!2.ltrea tment of 

t he Jew t hr oughout many centuries , a h~peful note was s t ruck. A 

more hopeful s i gn was the passage of the English Natural ization 

Act i n Ma rch , 1.753. The House of Lords passed a bill which woul d 

per mi t J ews who had lived in Engla nd or I reland f or t h ree consecu t ive 

.r'!a r s , to be na t ural ! zed . They were, however , not +.o be el i g!ble 

fo r public office, nor were t hey t o be grar.t~d the Par l i amentary 

franch i s e. The Hous e of Commo~s also passed t h e bi l l , and Geor ge I I 

slgned i t . There was a great oppos ition in ·England by the clerics 

and by jealous Christian merchants, and their cohorts , who t hundered 

so vocif erous l r from pla tforms and pul pi ts , that the bi l l had t o 

be repeal ed t~e follow i ng ye ar . :he r eason ~iven ~y the mini s try 

f or consenting to the r epeal was not tha t t he J ews we re undes erv ing , 

but tha t t he measu re had crea t ed di s'!)leasure among l oya J s ubj ec ts . 

ThP. ?assa~e of the bi l 1s significan~, fo r it wa s a h a ppy augury 

fo r th e future 

The next corn~and!ng event i n the stor y of Jew1sh emancipation 

was the a ppear an ce in 178 1 of t he art i cle " On the 6ivil Amelioration 

of t he Cond i t ions of th e J ews ", hy Chris tian Wi ll iam Dob\~a s chola r

l y offi c ial of FFederick t he Grea t and an i ntimate f riena and ad~irer 
\ 

of t. ende]Ssohn . Do~ refute s on hist or ical a nd humanita rian gr ounds 

the char ges br ought against t he Jews, ~nd pred i cts that by ema ncl9a 
._,ine t he J ews , the ev1 ls of which t hey are accused ( t maeinair, or rea l ) 



r 
would disappear. Be a sks tha t the Jew be given f'ull rights of 

citizenship, am that all restrictions , e·conomic, social and poli

tical, be immediately removed. His great work, the product of Men

del~hn' s i nfluence, was widely read , andl18.de a powerful impression 

on contempora ry opinion . It was written at the reques·t of the 

suffering Alsatian Jews, whose persecutions were such that they 

appealed to MendelSsohn to draw up a memorial fa- them to be 

sent to Louis XVI . Mende-.,Sohn referred the .matter to Do~""' who 

eagerly seized the opportunity of ri ghting what he felt was 

an enduring wrong , and his gr eat l i beral work was the result. 

A few months after the aopea rance of Dobia~e : rnrk, the 

~-rrJ~~ax Emperor Joseph II of Austria, issued his famous Tolerat ion 

Edict of 1782, wh ich granted the Jews many unheard of privileges . 

TradeQ, a rts and sciences were opened ror the Jew~ Even agricul

ture might be engaged in und~ r certain restrictions. The empe ror 

made prov isions for the establishment of Jewish schools , but in-

s isted t ha t Jews learn German, and that all documents, to be l e gal , 

must be executed in Ge rmm . Or November 20th of the same year, the 

" " emperor decreed tha t a l l Jews were to be c onside1•ed f ellow-men 

and hence any exces se s a gains t t hem were t o be avoided . He 

a l so abol ished the Le ibzoll (body - tax~ and other taxes , which had 

des i gnated the Jew a s a race apart, to be singled out for punishment . 

Other regui ttions , tri f ling to us now, but important then because 

t hey ind icated tha t the 3ew was no l onger c onsidered an ou~law, 

were instituted by J oseph . Among t he se was the privilege extended 

to Jewish notables to wear swords . 

The decree of Joseph· II met more opposiLion in Jewish circles 

than i t d i d among t he reactionary cleri cs . The Jews had never been 

c;ranted any favors by their mona rchs, and could not believe t hat the 



r uler's intentions were i:r empted by altruistic desires. ·They 

suspected that the emperor's kindness was but a subterfD~e to win 

t hem over to Christianity. "They suspected the Greeks even when 

t hey Nere bearing gifts."<?)The Rabbis were particularly vociferous in 

denouncing the edict, an:l in urgin~ t he Jews not to be misled by 

t he siren-chantings of the enemy. They regarded secular rulture as 

orofane, and saw in it a menace to l egalis tic Judaism, as well as te 

Jewi sh separateness . They felt correc:tly that secular culture would 

make inroads in Talmudic learning and would create a disrespect 

tCl"lards Jewish religious observ~nce. The y were zealous about · 

pr eserving traditional Judaism, and thought that the introduction of 

~ny extraneous culture would t end tv decrease the loyalty and 

i~terest of the Jews in their own culture. These observations; time 

has certainly proved to be well taken. 

There was but one voice to rai se itself i n Austri a in favor 

of the liberal decree of the emperor, and that was tha t of Hartwig 

~· ~ssely. He wrote a circula r letter t o the Rabbis of Austria, urging 

acquiescence 1n the plans of the emperor, and championing s ecular 

cul ture . He stated that t he 'l'a lmrni had ever advocated necular culture . 

VJ essely was an excellent Hebrew stvlist, a m had wri tten his l etter 

in Hebrew. He was ban ished from Austria by t he Jewish co·1muni ties . 

Hi s letter was bitterly attacked by the Rabbi s , who had prev iously 

admi red h im f or his profound and t h orough mastery of Hebraics, and 

for his f a ithful adherancd to the traditional ritual and observance • 
.. 

I n some c1 ti.es, copies of his letter were urned, ~Bd he w1 s subjected 

to the same treatment which bigots ever heapf oon men who do not 

ccr.for m. Wessely went t hereafter to Berlin; became an intimate 

of ~.~endelSk:>hn , was a member of his fa 1ous Jewish Circle, one of the 

f ounders of t he Sammler, and rubbed shoul der s with al l those young 



g spirits who were to become the leaders in the Jewish Renaissance. 

" David Friedlantler translated VJ e ssely ' s llebrew letter· to the Aus-

trian Jews into German . 

Through the lack of foresight of the Rab~inic leaders, Jews 

d id not take advm tage of t a e freedom Joseph II, a.. benevolent. 

despot , offered them. React i on s et in in Austr ia . The t r agic f a t e 

of the Bour bons in France caused every European Monarch to regard 

with fear and distrust any liberal t endencies among his subjects . 

The Jews s.iffered in the r eaction . Their privileges were a gain 

restr icted . The Congress of Vienna a nd the administration 

of Mettl.eil.laut did not tend towards the progress of liberal ideas . 

~ette.W ch hi mse lf W33 committed to fight for Jewish rights at the 

cobi;ress , e gged on undoubtedly by the fihanci a l power of the 

Rot hsch ilds and othe r Jewi sh banke rs . In his cwn country he 

t ook.no steps to · amel1orate conditions of the Jews. The July 

revol ution of 18 30 made f or a more liber a l spirit, and the revo-

lution of 1848 br ought abou t a decis ive change in the condi ti ons 

of the Jews in Austria . Th P Jews were elven fmll righ t s . Five 

Jews sat in the fi r s t ;,uc::trian Parliament . Tr e reacU onar y 11awe, 

whi ch fo) lowed , curta i 1 ~d Jen1 sh ri sh ts onc e more . I n 1867 the 

Austrian constitu tion was established, ana the Jews we r e given 

unres tricted equalit y .• 

'he emancipati on of the J ew s in Franc e was undou~tedly 

tr0ueht about l a r gel t :r t !'leteachlngs of ! ousseau . Rousseau 

believed i n the innate s oodness of man . Ee also maintained that 

int r insjcally a l l men a re equJ l , rega rdlessof race , c r eed or 

nationality . " Ci vi 11 zed ~ocie ty " \\as r es;ions ible ro,.. t he social 

inequ ...i U t i e s . mn ?rimiti ve comnunistic societle ··, ther e W<.1S no 

prob ~m cf equal i t y . The i~st1tut1on of prcrc ~ty had made f or 

i nequ-lity , with the result nO\·; that we have ri ch and poor , 



cultured and uncultured . Rousseau demanded equal rights and 

deliverance from social bondage f or. all c l a sse s of soc1etv. He 

~dvoca ted genuine democracy , direct government by the people, rec om:~end

ing me ~hods akin to our initiative and referendum. His i d eas were 

~ormulated in the Declaration of the Rights of Man of 178 4 and 

17 93 , and hence his influence tended to hast~n the ~manc1pat1on of 

the J~ws in Fr ance, and t hr u France , made fo r more l iberal treat ment 

of the J ews thro1t£l:<"'1• t ~urope. 

t( ' 
_;_tte Cr eeOIA e<: and Mir abeau were directly responsible for the 

enf'ranchisement of the J ews in Fr ance . The -lJ;;:;r had won a prize ( 

fo r the best essay on the improvement of conditions of the Jews in 

France . He advanced the bold view , bold for a catholic prelate , 

that neit~er the r elig ion of the Jews nor their mode of v:orship, 

would deter them f r om assumin g the full dutie s of c i ti zens . He 

insisted th a t the Jewish code of morality wh en given free . and unre

s tricted ~lay , would tend to p~oduce us eful and ha ppy men . He 

pleaded for the removal of all restrictions and desired to see the 

J ew placed on a pl ane of equality with his sentile n~ighbor . 

ru r abea1J in 1757 wrote. r is va l n able wor¥: on li~ende :1!a ohn and the 

Refor m of the Jews . He extolled t he virtues of the Jews and 

ascribed their v ices to t h e stiflinG ef fect of a crushing environment. 

Liberate th e Jew , and he will demons trate t !:1a. t he is gratified to 

be put on a :lar.e of equal ity with other men . Due to t he 'influence 

of the .rn t wo men , ~n AUGUS t. 23 , 1789 , the c-. ssembly passed .:i law that 

~o one shall be molested because of religious bel iefs, i ns ofar as 

reltg lous ceremonies do not tend to di s tur t t he public order . This 

v: ~ . s decreed to prevent recurrence of the riots jn Alsace and Lorr a ine. 

Gr~coi ri' was not s~t!sfted wi tL this measure, ::i::ic v·ren t he assembly 

~~ r eccr.vened , he made a plea for the emanc tp~tion of the Jews . 

Hi s plea i~nressed t he delegate s , and on September 28, 1789 , the 



assembly declared that the J ews were included in the Declaration of 

t~3 Rights of Man . 

Holland had for many years been a ;>aradise for Jews . A Pro

tes tant country , itself subjected for many years . to Catholic persecu

tions , Holland had learned the lesson of religious tolerance . Many 

Mar~nnos from Spain and Portugal had found R haven of refuge there • 
. 

"'."hen the French revolution broke out , t.he Dutch Jews, t ho t hey enjoyed 

many '' ivileges , did not yet have complete equality. They were not 

allowed to bodd office , and were t aY.edfor the support of the Protestant 

schooJs . In 1795, Holland became the Batavia n Republic when taken 

f r om the Hapsbur gs by t.he French. The J ews were gar.ted full r ights . 

Ac:; 1 n the case or the Tolera tioN Edict of 17 81 in Austria, the f r eedom 

;) f tl-ic Jews was no t desired by the Rabbis . The ul t r a - ortbodoY party 

fe ared that ema!1c 1patiol'<I woul d lead to as s i milation . tt. libe r al party 

·.•as created, wh ich welcomed the new freedom . 'i'hese literals ~e gan 

to e s tabltsh secula r schcols , and accepted in toto the edac~ ticnal 

,• 10 
9ri.nc i ='lcs of f~endeJssohn and r'ried..1.ander . In 1797 t wo of these 

lt'b era J~ of Ams terdam we re ~ ccted t o t he batavian Parliament. In 1798 

a Jew, Isa ~k da Costa ·~ uas, wa s ele •~t.ed president of the ·Mational 

t.s ""mbly of the republic . Vrhe n Louis , t.he brothet· of Napoleon , became 

~inc of Holland , the condi tion of the Jew s c ontinued to improve . 

Louis we s a f r i . nd of the Jews and wanted to see them progress . He 

changed t~e "larket days 1 n la r ge citie s from Sabbath t o h'ionday to acco-

Modate the JPwi~r. t raders . He or ganized two J ew ish army battalions of 

P20 sold iers - and 60 officers , all volunteers. H~ wanted to prove t:R 

that Jews did not abhor military duty . For his J ewish battalion he 

r0v id ed ~00 er meals . Ever y Sabbath , t here wa s a pa rade to the 

urins th e ensuing war s Many Jews were dec orated . Re also 

10 . "Mos es Menriia.l~oh ... " - I Heineman . 



22 too~ a n interest in the communal act i vity of t he J ews, trying 

to unite t he ~ephardim and Ashkenazim. The French Revolution, cer

tainJ~, was a gods end to the Jews.in Holland who gained c omplete civil 

and political equ~l ity. 

Italy which had also become a Frenc~ vassal state, gave Jews 

complete freedom . There, the Jews took advantage of their new liber

ties and the Jewish canmunit y flourished . A J ew, Banafael became a 

maj or in t he national guard, and another, Mapugo, became a s enator . 

Cultur ally the Jews also made progres s . As i n France, a consistory 

was held at the instie;ation of Napoleon . The result was a unttted 

Jewish commun i ty . Its greatest achievement was the establishment of 

Hebre~ printi ng presses , which supplied Europe and Af r ica. This was 

the first time in two hundred fifty years that a Hebrew book was 

publi~hed in Rome . ~t was a most hopeful sign too that Hebrew 

literatur e should b e crea ted almos t in t he shadow of the Vatican 

b1 ti l d ings . 

In Denmark, the J ews must havA been treated liber al ly for its 

ruler was among those who subscribed to Mendelfsohn ' s Phaedon . 

Str ange to say , Russia• if'I t he eighteenth centur y was 

embarned on a liberal J ewi sh policy . Catherine II was greatly in 

fluenced by the French Encyclopedists and was 'fav f'rahly disposed towards 

the Jews . sh, permitted them to joir. GUilds , and t o become alder- ? 

~P.n and ma~1str~t~s. Her successor , ?aul {1746-1801) , CLntinued .her 

nol icie~ . He all owed Jews to at tend secular schools , and oro-

tected them frc~ the rapacjty of the district governor s . Alexander 

I (1801 - 1825) was a lso liberally inclined. He too s~ved Jews from 

the r obbing official:-; . He or gan tz ed tcmmission for improvement 

of the conditions of the Jews , and placed Derschawin , minister of 

Jus ~ice a~ i ts head . Or:. Oeoember 9 , 1804, he passed a rule that 

the Jews in South and Tiest Russia be allowed to purchase aml rent 

. ...__ .. 



lanJ, to attend the schools and universities and get degrees, and he 

also permitted them .to trade all over Rus s ia provided they spoke 

Russian, and dressed like Russians . They could have their own communal 

org~nization , and could have their own representatives in the city coun

cil . They were even promised full equality if they showed progress . 

Alexander too wanted to bring secular culture to his Jewis h subjects 

and even at state eYpense. The rabbis a s in Austria and Holland , 

f ear ed tha t the educational til.--bits offered the Jews were mer e baits 

to l ure them to Christianity, and consequently fought most bitterly 

aga inst. havi ng their· eo119l igi on13ts take adval t age of the l ilI>eralism 

of Alexander. Ynder Russia's liberal r ulers who sympathized wj t h 

French political ideas, the Jewi sh communities pros pered . 

Moder n Germany was at that time composed of f ree states , 

pe tty principalities and larger kingdoms , a l l of whom were banded to

gether in a loose confederat i on, known as the Holy Roman Empire. As 

Vol ta ire well put it, it was neither Holy, nor Roman, nor an empire. 

'!'he union meant nothinG. Each pe t t y ruler was free and independent. 

Sach principal ity made its own laws . Such be in~ the case, the status 

of the ~ew in what i s now modern Germany, vari ed . In place s where the 

ruler s were liberal and in tun~ 1th the cultural movemen ts of theirr 

day , the lot of the Jew was a good one . Whe re t he ruler was a r eac 

tionary b i got, the Jews s tat ~ered under the l oad o f t he ~edieval 

disabilities . I n state s where Chr ist i an merchants wer e jealous and 

pov. erful , the JP.w was handicapped and hindered. In others wh"r~ the 

J ew wa s rich and controlled the commercial enterprises , he wa s enabl ed 

:.o purchase pr:ivileges •1:1th gold . On t he whol e, however , the I.J erman 

s t a te3 were reactionary and the fight for emancipa t i on was par ticular ly 

lon~ and arduous. The victories of t he French improved the status of 



the Jew in th~ GeMnan states. Whatever units came directly under 

French Mlle, were forced t c grant the Jews full civil and politi

cal rights. The ~ingdom of v;entphalia, which wasruled by the 

libe r al and generous Jerome, had a constitution which declaredthat a11I 

s ubjects are equ~l befo re the law , and all relig ions may observe 
' 

their rituals unrestrictedly. On J anuary27, 1808 , Jerome i ssued a 

soecial decree that J ews have the same rights as other subjects . 

L1\{e Napoleon in ''rance, and Louis in rlolland, .Jerome ordered a 

cons i story of J ews, which wa s held in 1808. Israel .Tac obs on was 

'l'lade its president . The consistor y discussod Jewish c ond i tions , 

and n~thods of improv ~ng t h err. • . To aid t he consistory in its 

work, Jacobson su:mnoned David Fr iedlander from Ber lin to advise 

and s u8ee s t . A~ ~ r esult o f it s session.an aes thet!c!zed 

s er~ ice and a seculari zed school were ~stat i tshed . Jews were also 

honored at WeRtphal1an Univers ities, Gottt~en and Wnrburg . They 

v.ere compel l4'd to a ssume Uerman fa'l'lily .names and to conduct 

their transactions in Ge rman . Thus , it 1s evident, that the 

Prench conquest came a s a e odsend to the Jews d' Westphal ia. 

In Frankf«rrt a . m. the condi tions of the Jews wer~ bad . 

The Prince, Dt11.bere , was a liberaJ but &he jealous mer chantJIX 

guilds fough t h i m. The Jews were considered as .aliens and had t c 

l 1ve i n s pecial 3ec-t1 on~ of the ci t y . ~hev were also barred from 

manv trade s and had to pay 22 , 000 gulden schutz~eld yearlv . 

They we r~ limited tn 500 fami l 1e s , and v:edding3 Vfe r e only permit ted 

on the death o~ an individual . In 1810 , due t o French 1nfluences , t he 

J ewa were g iven complete freedom and the c o~Munity prosper~d . 

I n i nrtemberg , there war. n ot much im~rovem~nt rP sulting 

f r om French rul e. In Baden , t he a r chduke, Karl Friedrich, was 

l'lberal and decreed tha t "every map , 1r eespect1ve of h1 s rel1 g1ous 

affil iations can become a citizen ." In Bavaria , conditions were 

the wor st of all south Germany . Onder Napoleon, there were some 



5 1m,rovementsi such as admission to the schools (1804), permission 

to carry weapons (1805) and in 1808 the repeal of the Leibzoll. 

In 1809 a decree w~s issued stating that religious beliefs Ehould 
• 

not disqualify.man from citizenship privileges. This decree was 

not carried out • . In June 1813, an edict was iss.ted which gave Jews 

political rights. SaxDny was a narrow ·Protes t.ant state, a sort 

of Protestant Spain. The Jews were expelled from the entire king

dom but Dresden. There, they were severely oppressed. I n 

Anhalt, whose capi tal was ressau, Mendelsohn's birthplace, cond1 

tions were better. In 1799, a Jewish school ~as organized there. 
I 

This school las ted for fif ty years, and was s upported by the sta t e. 

" David Frankel was its director. A printing press was also estab-

lished there and t he s •ul ami th, the first Jewish monthly, was 

publi shed the re by Frankel and Wolff (1806 -1 808). 1he admi n istra-

t ion was pa t ernalistic to Jews and cared for their welfare, .but 

l ega lly t hey were still Schllutzjuden. Strangers had to get special 

permission to remain in Des saa . In 1 804 the Leibzoll was res cinded . 

It was only the l i beralism of princes which made the lot of the 

J ews tolerab le there . 
It 

I n Aabalt. ~ernburg and Anbalt Koth~n , better condit i on s 

prevailed. In 1810 and 1811 Jews were given full equ~lity, 

a nd s ome even held office . 

Hesse D' Arms t adt was like Dessa u . The hrchduke Ludwiti 

~as a liter a l but was too lazy to ins titut e any changes . Due to 

French i nfl uences, tbe Le~bzoll was abolished , but Jews .still r e 

ma ined aliens and Schutzjuden. 

In 5achser. - \'J eimar, Jews received all citizensh t p privileges . 
)\ v 

The duchess of Sachsen-Me 1r$0 gen instilled t olerance for 

t he Jews in he r subjects . They were permitted to go in trades and 

even to manufacture i f t hey got J ewish help . All schools wereq>en 



to them. 

Vor-Pom""e""which was under Swedish rule, was like Sachsen 

Meirangen. 

Waldec~-P.rlt91ft 1ltli:a granted Jews fU~l rights. In Mecklen

burg, the administration did not hinder Jewish development. The 

l ocal magistrates were not as liberal as the rulers, but the .Jews 

were nevertheless in good circumstances. They e1xl?orted wool and 

carried on trade, and were permitted to sacure M. D. degrees at 

Rosstock University. In 1812, Frederick Frank gave Jews civil as 

well as private rights, but did not alloWJt them to hold 6ffice. 

" In the three cities of Hamburg, Lubeck 11nd Bremen, the mer-

chants and citizens were jealous of the Jews and tried to prevent 

their developme ~ t . In Hamburg, as well as Frankfort, the Jews had 

to live i r a ghetto and were barred f rom trades and certain com-

mercial fields. The children were not permitted to attend the 

s chools , nor were adults privileged to patronize places of amusement. 

In 1811 when Hamburg becamtt part of France, the: Jews were given 

full rights, and some were even elected to offtce . Lflbeck hact 

expelled Jews in 1699 and they had removed ~.o aL nearby Danish 
could 

village whence they/come to the c ity daily. :Vhen French f'ule pre -
. 

va i l ed there, they were given f ull r i Bhts. Bn~~men had expelll:d 

the Jews a s early as L~24 . The f ew families l i ving in the vicinity 

were driven out in 1803 at t he behest of the mer~hant guild. In 1811 

Prench ideas prevai l ed and 30 Jewish fainil ies 1moved into BreJ\'len. 

Thus we have s een that in t he non-P!'\lSi:> ianic German s tates , the 

cond1 tlons of the J ews improved; where the French ruled they were 

usua lly giv en full r i ghts , and where French ru.le fa iled to penetrate, 

nevertheless French ideals could not. be res lst,ed and rulers had to 

make libera l concess ions to all their subJ ects1. T.hus th e Jew' s lot 

improved. 



The fall of Napoleon, an:l the disfavor of liberal ideas 

among European monarchs, u8bered in an era or reaction, during which 

the Jews particularly in the German states~ lost many of their 

hard-earned rights. The Congress of Vienna, due to the influence 

of Jewish Bankers was disposed •avorably to Jews. Mette.rllich was 

inclined to allev1a·te Jewish conditions, as he had been infllenced 
........ c_..../ 

by the Jew1m solons in Vienna, particular~y that of Baronnes s 

Fanny von Arusteln (an.Itzig sister-in-law of Friedlander). Harden

b•rg, the Prussiflll representative, was a liberal who also wished 

to promote the welfare of the Jews. Due to their combined efforts, 

' paragraph 16 of the Treaty of Vienna !21111111e , reads: "The Congress 

of the allies will consider how it ls possible to give Jews full 

civil rights in Ger!ll&ny, and how to enable them to enjoy all citizen

ship privileges, ~f they also assume its duties . Neve~theless, all 
. 
~1ghts granted by states are not to be revoked." This clause 

would have guaranteed freedom of Jews in territori~s, which bad 

been ruled and occupied by the French. Ori gi nally the last sentence 

read: "all rights granted in states are not to be revoked." This 

was chan6ed to by by anti-Jewish influenc es . The changed wording 

:nade it possible to deny Jews rights in f 0rmer French territories, 

on a technical ity . Those host ile to t he Jews n<P interpreted 

this c lause to mea1 rights given by the states . States had given 

Jews no rights. France had g iven Jew~ r1ehts . Thus , by the worst 

sort of Di1~ul , t hese pett y governments were enabled~l-

J:;/ Jewish pritileges . 

No sooner had the :B'rench arm1e s l eft Frankfort, then all 

Jewi sh rights were revoked and as far as Jews were conce~ned, 

Frankfort went back t o the medieval status which had prevai led prior 

" to 1810 . Lubeck followee suit and expelled the 55 Jewish families 

who had settled there, in s oite of Hattlenber g ' s genuine protest . 



Bremen joined the crowd and also drove the Jews out. Hamburg not 

to be outdone by her sister cities, and in spi t e of the fact that the 

Ramburg senate lauded the Jews, reinstituted t he Ghetto walls and 

all the restrict4 ons that accompany them. I n thes e c i ties the 

jealousy of the artisans and merchants was l argely responsible 

f or reversion t o reactionary days. 

The anti~Jewish feeling became general throughout Ge!"lllany. 
it 

The poet Goethe even was filled with it . Ruhs, a his torian, main-

tained that the Jews with their separatlstlc ways and separate com-

munal organiza ·. ions are an 1mperium in imperio, a state within a 

s tate. The Chri s tian reactionary na t i onel ists said they (the Jews) 

are neither Christians nor German3. Frie s raised alarm t hat unless 

Jews a re restra ineq, they are des tined to dominate Germany and 

to wrest the contr ol of their na tive land f rom the Ger~ans . Such 

"' infla,l'latory wri tings had their effect, and the Jews i n most 

. Principalities lost their hard- won rights. Thus the cup of f reedom 

was rudely da s hed f rom the%r lips of the Jews when t hey had just 
A' ./ 

begun to s ip and tas te its sweep waters . 



CHAPTER IV 
POLITICAL 

THE STRUGGLE FO~.TION IN PRUSSIA, 
AND FRIE!'UNDER S CONTR IBUTION TO THAT 

STRUGGLE. 

We have thus far attempted to sketch very briefly the struggle 

of the Jews for political emancipa tion 1n -RU9!la, France, Engl and, 

Holland and some of the German states . We s hall now f ocus our ~tten-

tion on the same struegle in Prus s i a and endeav or to indieate what 
rt ./ 

part Fr~dlander played in liberating his fellow Jews from the social, 

ec onomic and political disabilities which had handicapped t heir free 

development fo r many centuries. For the key to the story we are 

about t o reveal, we :nust refer to \be second chapter, where we have 

pres ented the intel lectual and politic~l f orces which raged in the 

latter part of the 18th and e a rly part of t he 19t h century , and in whose 
•' J 

M~elstrom Friedlander was caugh t . 

The accession to t he throne of Freder ick t he Great in 1740 

'had f i lled the Jewish popu lation w1 th ho-pe . The libera l prince 

patron~ of the French int ellectuals, would surely, they supposed, 

end t h i s medieval oppres s ion of men becaus e of religious non-conformity. 

Th!tr hopes c~·'1~ t o naught . Frederick \ 111 ta1~ I had been, ala s , too 

effect1v~ a t eacher. His son followed i n his father' s footsteps and 

sought to s trene then the military efficiency of Prussia. His toler ance 

extended only t o the fi e : 1 of rel i gion, because he himself was an 

atheist, but the Jew ish reform did not occur . In 1753 Frederick t he 

Great i ssued his Je~ish regulation ~ . Thes e hore rew traces of his 

~upposed liber~lism . The number of Jews was limited. They were 

har red f r om the t;Uilds , and from dealing in spices and agricul ture. 

T~y cou l d not s ell wine and brandy , and engage in ' Klei~andel" v 
(emall t r ade) . They were also permitted to bec ome pawn brokers . They 



0 had to pay special orotection moneys (Schutzgeld). Tl'e whole 

community was to be held responsible for the thefts and cri!l'les 

of any on3 of its members. Every con~ession had to be heavily 

paid for. Eve~ Jew who wanted to get married had to buy a certain 

amount of porcelain from the Royal factories, and export it. 

This porcelain flooded foreign· markets and was contemptuously known 

a s Jew porcelain . Besides these limitations, there were the uSJal 

restr ictions about marriage, etc In 1769, the Berlin community, K 

whj ch was organized and rule<f'y elders , protested to the king against 

the com~unal respons ibility for theft , crime and bankruptcies. 

The m1nistry admitted the justice of the. protest , but the liberal 

king said that the law must stand . Due t o such ha rsh treatment, 

the number of Jew s in Pruss i a i n 1787 was sma11 --about 31 ,700 , 

a proporti on of 1 -175 of t he general popul a tion. 

Of course, there were a few rich Jews , whose wea l t h 

enabled them to purchase special privileees from the king. Among 

them, we 'have a l ready seen in a previ ous chapter, was the Fried-

" .· " lander family in Konigsberg . The Itzig~ also enjoyed all the pri-

v ileges of Chri s tian me r chants. , David Priedlander, had he not be~n 

~oved by a deep love for his col:.{elig:onlsts arxi Judaism, could 

have remained content, f er as a son-in- law of Itzig, he enjoyed all 

pt1vil1ges, a nd nf ed not have agitated for political e~cipatlon 
i n Prussia. " But t his man , wh o for hi"lself had attained so much, 

was not satisfied with that . He did not res t in his endeav ors , un

til the poorest of h i s c~eligionist s had a ttained the same 

c o~fort and s ecurity."11 

Frederick the Crea t died in 1786 , and Frederick ~ ilhelm II 1 

~ is sucressor, wanted t o ~e just to the Jews. He put a bust of 

Mendel~ohn in h i s room and gave a gener al privileee to Mende]S3 ohn!s 

11 . Geschichte der Juden in Berlin - Ludwig Geiger P . 104 



" l heirs . His confidante and chief minist~r Wollner, 1n spite or 
his reactiona ry pietistic t endencies, encouraged ameliorati~n or 

Jewish conditions, because of hatred for Frederick the Great. 

Frederick' s refusal t o alleviate Jewis h conditions was probably due 

to economic reasons. He wanted to oons erve the finances of 

Prussia . The Jewish restrictions and taxes were a fine souece of 

income. Their abolition would harm t he Prussian treasury. Hence, 

he continued them. His s uccessor, however, did not share his 

thrifty qualities and beBan to squander the moneys 1Frederic k the 

Great had accumulated, and thus the economic barrier to Jewish 

emancipa tion was removed. 

" Wollner, t he pietist , already referred to because of his 

!ntense hatred for Frederick the Great, was favor·a bly disposed to 

t~e amelioration of Jewish conditions He SJ.ggested to Frederick 

Wilhel~ II that the Jews shOlld receive better treatment, and should 

be prepared for good and usef ul citizenshi p, and should also be 
12 declared eli~ible for military service. The king was impressed 

by t he opi nions of hi s minister, bu~ was perhaps , even more greatly 

influenced by the vi ews of Mir abeau13 who bad wri t ten an essay 

urging d r ast i c re form in t he Pruss ian political administration . 

Part of his program cal l ed for the com~lete emancipa tion of the 

Jews . As a result of this pre ssu~e, 6n ~eptember 28 , 1786, the king 

sent the follow . ng word to th e minis try: "This oppressed na tion 

(the J ews) should be relieved as much as poss ible, and should not 

be d r a ined so horribly by ~ppressive and unjust taxati on"l4 He was 

12 . ~ Martin Phillippson "Neueste Geschichte der Juden" 
page 47. . 

13 . ~lftt 1.: r • "Gesc}11chte der j lidischenReformation" Vol II p . 76 

14 . Martin Phi ll i pson "Neues i e Geschichte der Juden" p. 47 



well meaning and sympathetic t owards the Jews. l'erc•l•llt& this 

fav or able dispos ition on the part of t he Governmen t, t h e .Tews 

i mmedi&tely saw t heir opportunity and began t o petition and agitate. 

They we r e able to do SQ r a ther eff ectively due to the raised stat118 

d' the Jew, at least in inte llec t ua l and libera l centers. Mos es 

Mendel,sobn had demons tra ted t o t he world that the Jews a r e as able 

and as worthy a s Christ ians , and there had risen among the en

ligh t ened mi nd s among both religions a des ire f or equalization. 

Mende~hn, by virtue of his preeminence, had become the acknow 

l edged ambassador bf the J e• s t o t he gent i les . Whenever t he Jew 

was unjus tly attacked , or whenever the Jews needed a r epr esentative 

spokesman , Mende~ohn would s t ep out a s the defender and pr ot ago

nist of his people. ~hen t he Alsatian J ews needed someone t o d raw 

up a pr otest for them t o Louis XVI, they turned to Mende'lssohn, 

who , as we have al r eady indicat ed, r eferred t he matter •t o Dohfn. 

~endehsohn , hm·:ever, was not aggr essive . He was mil d , gentle, and 

even apologetic . He was no t a f i ghter , out r a the r a philos opher. 

He could' inspir e men , but he coul d no t lead them in the f r ay . 
the 

He sh~ank f r om publicity wh i ch any aggressi ve demand for Jewish 
/'-..:. 

emancipati on would entai l . His pnpil and disciple, David Fr ied-

lander was mz.de of sterner stuff. It wa s he who ~egan to agitat e 

for Jev;lsh emar -: ipat!on , and to demand t he inherent r ight of t he 

Jew as wel l as of any other ~uman being , for the f reedom of com

plet e self-expression, a condition , which was una t ta 1.nable for 

the Jew as long as he was burdened vii th 11m1 ta tions and r estric

tions . On Mendelioohn ' s death in 178fi the cloak of Je~ish leader

ahip fell on the shoulder s of Dav id Fri edl ander, a leadersh i p he 

main t ained fo r more than t h irty year s . I mmedia tely after t he 

accession of the new kin£ , 3nd t aking advantage of the f avo rable 

tende nc ies of the r ul e r and his counsellor s t o the J ews , Fr ied-



• lander representing Berlin Jewry, went to Frederick William II am 
r ecpested the abolition of discrim1r.~t ory taxation, ani a sked that 

t he Jews be permitted to enjoy trhe same rights accorded to other sub

jects of the kinz . 15 Th~ kinb recei ved Friedlander graciously. and 

referred his petition to the minist17 for im.~ediate action. In 17 93 

Friedlander published a pamphlet which elves a clear account of his 

deal ings with the government t o bring about a change in the condi

t i on of .the Jells of Pruss la. It i s known as "Documents concerning 

the Re form of the Jewish colonies in the Prussian State3" A com-, ~ J 
mittee of Berlin Jews headed by Fr iedlander had approached the king 

the l a tter part .of 1787, a nd asked him to &ive the Jews co~ple te 

rignt s . · The king was agreeabl~, and at the :Jugees tion of Fried-
,, J 

lander, c ons ented to per mit the J ews of all the Prussian s t a t es t o 

select a c ommission, which was to s tudy the Jewish pr oblem a.nd 

recommend remedies • The king likewis e , was 1.o appoint a c cmmittee 

whdch was to 1nves t i:;a t e J ewish c ondi lions, and hand i n i ts r eport . 

Both re pO"ts we r e then t o be presented to t he ministr y for accept 

ance or r ejection . Th i s P.l an was immedia tely carried i n t o operat i on . 

Befo r e t he king heard from \ h e minis try hov·ever , \.-e r escinded , on 

1 ~ is own accord, t he ha t e ful bc.dv La>t . {nee . 31, 1787) and a l ittle " ~ 
lat':lr ~r e ..... orcel\ a in t ax . Thus the ice had b o 3n t-rolrnn and the 

II 
~uns .m£.xP'iI.tli fired by Dav id Prledlanc er had captured t he first i~-

rort~nt otjectire i n t i c long campa i gn for ema~cipation . 

~he J ewish commi ssi on mrr.eciately beGa n its work . It was 

" he~ded by Friedlander and hi s t rother- in- law Dan iel Itzie , and it 

handed i n a complete r eport . I~ might not be ami ss here to insert 

~ few wor ds on the c0mmunal or £anizat i ons of Je~s in Pru ti s i~, wh i~h 

tnade it pos !ible t o elect a r e9r esen t a U ve c o:nr:ii s~i on . Pru~l:31an 

Jewr~ wa s effi ci ~ntly orgar.ized . This was not due to any exceptional 

15. ftlt~· p . 76 



' 
ability along lines of organization, but was the direct result of 

Pr ussian repressive laws. The Jews were collect1vely held responsible 

fo r Jewish bankruptcies, thefts and crimes. The entire Jewish colony 

had to 111ake good for any debts incurred and not paid by any individual 

Jew . This rendered it imperative thct some form of organi zation be 

est ablished which would equitabl'( appo~tion the distribution of defi

c i t s and wh ich would aim tp prevent Jev1ish c r ime and financial delin-

quency . Hence , Prussian Jewry lea rned the secre t s of or ganization, 

t he r esult of which l earning hos been used to excell~nt adva:itage by 

German Jews who l a ter settled in A~erica ar.d br out:ht with them t he 

organ i z ing a bility which has found expression i n American Jewish instj

tutions of our own day. 

A commiss ion of general deput ies was selec ted from all the 

~ewi sh communities of Prussia, and t hese dr•w up a li s t of Jewish 

e r1evances and a reque s t for c ompl e t e political and civ il emanci? a tion . 

" nc.vid Friedlander aas t he leading f 1.eure in the Ce-nmission, and author 

of the report. The demand for all rights i s s t a t ed in vi gor ous and 

unequivocal l anguage , and i s not asked as a f av or, but r a the r, demanded 

as a r ieht. On May 17, 1787, t he J ewish co•runiss i on sen 't i t s re port 

to the r .oya l comm1ss1.on fo r acticn . T!i.e r eport conta ins a v ivid pie-

t ure of the J~wish s t tua tion in Pr us s i a . It mentions a s the chi e f 

burden under wh t ch t he Pruss i an Jew s t agge r s , t he numerous suecifi-

cally J ewi sh t aAes , the c ommunal re~ponsib1 1 1 ty for t hef t a nd f i n

(} ~ci a l errors ar d t he restr1 c t1 0n pl ac ed on t he J ews i n c ommer cial 
II 

f je lds . Arnone t he d i scr !mina tory t axes tth ich Fr iedlander ment ions in 

" •ocuments 11 a r e , for exa:nple: ( 1) a t t he t r ! erinial e~ cc.1"1tf\ of t he 

~~d ers of he c ommunity speci al taxes were levied . ( Berlin J ewry h ad 

to pay 13C Thaler s) {2 ) the excess ive t axes for the d ipl oma fee at the 

1in i ve rsity . (3) t.r.e bcdy t ax (4) the ~orcibl e purchase of r oyal 



porcelain. In eight years, for the privilege of marriage, Jews had 

boueht 223 ,000 thaler of porcelia1n, representing a los s or'100,ooo' • 

l S
in actual money. aegarding the business eestrictlons, the 3ews 

a er 
were excluded from agricuiture, from brewing beer, from all trades, 

from dealing in foods, !)artlcularly butter~ f is~ , bread and meat, 

etc. The greatest g'1.evance, however, is ~e camamal responsibi-
./ 

lity, which made the Jews of all Prussia responsible collecti~ely 
all 

for/the Jewish theft, crime and bankruptcies . This caused the Jews 

to deal veI"f harshly with their own criminals . Any Jew found 

guilty of theft was deprived of his citizenship and both he and bis 

" family were driven out of the country. Friedlander answer ed charges 
the 

that Jews hid their criminals, by stating tha t inasmuch as entire 
~ • 

community is branded and pun1shed for the act of any individual, 

it i s but natural and huma n for J~ws to attempt to conceal the 

crimes of t1 · t he ir c {religionists . Jew s also lead lives of fear and 

suspicion because of this communal responsibil ity, and hence cannot 

develop their spiritual natures. The report closed wit~ a reql est 

that the sta te immediately relieve Jews of all these d i sabilit ies . 

The deputies of the king worked on the r~port for two 

years and 6n January 4, 1790 presented it to the king who !~me

diat ely approved it . The report i s a remarkable piece of evidence 

about the struegle betweer enlightenment and reaction, which 

occurred :in the ranks of "'ne govern,'?lent officl a ls. The resu 1 t of 

this was a compromise , which sa tisf ied neither the Jews nor their 

Jnemies. For a few privileges in trade t~e Jews shoUld permit the 

officials to r a[;U l e.t e their private lives, and were to be prohibi -

. ted f r om o~servinb certa in religious ceremonial s . " Frielilander 

drew up the r eply which was signed by all the J ewish deputies . 



This a nswer was inade pu f\11c tft February .2B, 1790. It was written 

in a courageous tone and fi rmly rejected the proposal of the minis-
" 16 t e r. Friedlander states in the answer "l."e do not ask that the 

chains whit.ti ~ind us be hung farther, but that they be loosened. 

Thes e chains consist of the sol ida rity with which we are considered 

politically and religiously. The political restrictions keep us 

from engaging in c1v1c work, and ~akes us useless subjects, and the 

religious restrictions disturb our home life and impede the devel-

opment of our moral nature . Destroy, we ask of your highness, these 

irons , for we feel t hat under the pres ent circumstances we cannot 

ex ist wit~out becoming a nuisance to the state and an unbearable 

burden to ourselves." The reply closed with the r ecp est tha t if the 

kine could net. cha ne;e the report of the royal canmission, the Jews 

would prefer to reta i n the status quo without any changes . Fried-

" l ander was courageously and manfully battling for the inherent 

rights of the Jews. 

The m~nis try was well pleased v. i th the rejection of their 
II 

pr oposal by Friedlander. They felt t ha t they had done their dttt.y . 

They had offered t o a id the Jew, ~1t their offer had been scorn

ful ly cast as ide . Their conscience w~s sa lved and they hoped a 

knotty problem had been eff ectively pizt onhol ed . Not s o, ho11ever; 

" I'riedlander' s r~ titi on to the king had s timula ted thinking people 

to observing t he injusti ce done to the J ew, and i n intel lec t ual cir

cles , •:here Friedl a m e r was one of the leading spi rits , a ma rked 

c a 1ge of senti~ent to t he Jews began t o manifes t i tself . The 

famou\ fitera ry s cttons of Henrietta !ierz and Ra,he l Levin also 

~ ielded c r eat i nfluence and contributed, tho indirectly tc the fight 
I .. 

Fr i edlander and the elder s of t h e J ew i sh c O'!U?luni ty •:e r e making. 

16 . ibid p . 85 



36 T,.;s intellectual ferment could not escape the king and in Janua17. 

i qb2, he bethought himself of the Jews and sent a strong order to t 

gener a l Directory to reppen the matter of Jewish rights 

ed them for their neglect 1~ the matter in the past . 

The minis try made a new offer, more acceptable than 

ite predecessor, 17 ,The Jews were not to become citizens nor 

were they to be eligible for public bf fice. All other disabili-

t i es , however, were to be abolished . The ministers hoped that 
I 

thisre• decree would \en4 to dis integrate the Jewish community. 

They believsi that t.he measure would have t ended t o bting the Jews 

and Chris tians t ogether, and that the d ifferences between the two 

religions could be limited to a few harmless theological concepts . 

This time for the destructi on of Jewish culture and separ a te 

exi s tence, f ul l emanc~ pa tion wa s lo be given. The new regula tions 

were submitted to the king for s.igna ture , but war 1nt.e"tne4 • •. 

Fr ance was ~ighting agains t the f irst coal ition . King William had 

to protect his royal prerogat i ves against the encooa chments of the 

French revolutionists . He had to a l ly himself with the r eacti ona ry 

mona rchical for ces , and thus J ewish emancipat i on was deferred . 

T~e i nterrupt1on causedby the wa t guve the re~ ctionar1es a cha nce 

to discard this new regulation. On June 5 , l '7~2, however, the 

king abol i shec the Jewish communal r espoms 1b111ty for taxation, 

a nd the Jews ~egan to harvest the f tts t f ruits of theS:Jl efforts 

for full ri ghts , expended by Friedlander and his follower s . The 

fea r of re,rolution am an exces s of' Christi an pi e tism kept 

Frederick Wi lliam II from carryin~ out any mor e f undamenta l re

forms . Hi s Blor ious nr oMi ses had wilted • 

• 1? . M. Phi llipson tidri. p . 49 



Frederick William III a.tcceeded his father in 1797. He was 

thoroly cowed by the advance of liberal ideas as much as b7 tcae ad

vance o~ French a rmies .' He feared change of any sort, and the cause 

of Jewisn freedom appeared to be hopeles3 . Friedlgnder and bis asso

ciates however, ~id notoease their efforts nor their agitations. 

T~ey repeatedly petitioned the king for release from the unjust bur

dens which they bore, because t hey were . Jews . Their persistent ef-
H 

forts produced so~e good result. •In 1798, the king informed Friedland-

er t hat t he collective respons ibility of Jewish communit i es for 

theft, crime and bankruptcy was abolished. Another formidable 

redoubt had been captured by Friedl~nder aIXi his co- workers . They, 
" . 
however, had a s their objective t he comple te emanclpa tlon of the Jew, 

and the ir frequent rebuffs began to have a depress ing effect on the 

Jews . Many began to lo~e heart of eve r acquiring the ir freedom, 

and they found in baptism r el i ef from their .burdens . 

This wholesale desertion of the Jews was a . source of 

• Great worry to Friedlander, who a t t hat ti111e, s tood at the head of 

the Prussian Jewish co'll!Tlunity, ana con s eqJ ently f elt per sonally 

r e s pons ible for preservine his people and his r eligion. The Berlin 

Jew of that time fel t h i s political a~u ecomomic disabilit i es most 

veenly . ~erlin soc i ety was very fr i endly to Jews . Cosmopoli ~an 

ideals flouri ~~f i the re, and consequently Jews were t r eated better 

by inhabi t ants t han by r eactionary s t a te smen. Socially, the rich 

Je~s m1ng1~d f redly v i th t he ir genti l e conte~poraries . Inte l lec 

tua lly, t he .J ews, folJowine the lead of Mendetsoh.n , ~ad made the ir 
~ . . "\ 

ma rk . The s~Jons of Menaef sohn and Friedlander , of Henrietta Herz 

~ Dd Rahel Levin, became the centers for the cul t ured elite of Berlin. 
" Friedlander even sup~orted write r s of pr omise . To men who thus 

r anked ~ieh in social a nd 1nte lectual circles , this pol itical 



38 inferiority, and particula rly the philosophy which was behind it, 

wae most galling. Ma r.y of the Jews f ollowed the line of least 

r esis t a nce and swore f a lse loyalty to Christianity. Th i s condition 

• of affa irs, David Friedlander hoped t o improve, when in 1~99 he sent 
,, 

his much- rrtaligned S•Od echrtiben to Tel l e r. Friedlander hoped to 
I 

save the spiritual eold of Judaism from the dross of ceremonia lism. 

He propos ed t o Bishop Teller tha t he would be willing to subscribe 

to an emas calated Chris tianity, a Chris tianity which would preserve 

t he spiritual ~auties of Juda ism. Te l l er, of cours e, r ejec t ed 
. ,, 

the pr~posal . Friedlander JPll••txw remained ~ Jew, and continued 

to see with pa in the apostasy of many of his correlie i onis t s . 

He had hoped to avoid thi s by hi s letter t o Teller, which we shal l 

di s cuss in detail in a la ter chapter . He had f a i led, a nd c on

s equently was s ~rred on to strive f or political freedom of h i s 

peopl e wi th grea ter zeal and renewed ent hu s i a sm. The fai lure c f 

hi s SeD:lschre i ben a nd t he bitter attacks of the Jews on h im, did 

not wea ken his e f fort s f or h i s pe~ple . On t he c ontrary , he was 

s t imula ted t o grea t e r a c tiv i ty , as he r ealized tha t t he only hope 

f or the salva t i on of J ew i sh s pir itua l va lues l ay in pol itica l 

as well a s r el i g i ous emanc i pation. 

For a numbe r of yea r s t he r eafter , t he attention of a ll 

Pr uss i a ~as t urned t o t he pr oblem of Fr ench mi l i t a rism, which was 

ca s ting it s s t .AdOYI ove r a l l Europe. Pr uss i a with its med i eva l 

leeis l a tton and i mperfect or ga nization cou ld not ~iths tand 

Napoleon, a nd went dm1n t o detea t afte r defe a t. The repea t ed reque s t 

f or r eform, f r om his subtjects , was i gnor ed by Fr ederick Wil 1 1~"!1 I II 

1rnti l t..'1e bnt t le of J ena, and the s tingi ng defea t he received there · 

made it evident t o him th a t Pr uss i a mus t r eform and mus t ga in a 

new l ease on l i fe . I n 1807, t he change of mi ni s tries in Prussia 



~ paTecl t.be ~"-11" for more libera l legislation. Feudal isn was 

abolished in Prussia in 180?. This new spirit in Prussia once mor& 

encouraged the Jews to struggle for their emanc ipation. 

In 1808 the Berlin Jews had given the elders who were pre-
.. 

s i ded over by Friedlander, full power to act for the canmunity . 

'l.henever ex1Bend es arose , Fr1edli1nder could protest to the king. 

Trese ~rotests soon b9gai to bear fruit . mn November 19, 1808, they 

we r e r epaid for their efforts. A cl ty ruling allo~;ed t he Jews to 

d i s ca rd the ti tle Schutzjude, and gave them the rte;hts of citizenship 

with all its duties and privileges . Shprt,ly thereafter, David Fried~ 
• l B lander became an alderman (Stadrat) serving without pay. 

The next few years saw a continued agitation on the part of 

t he Jews to have the riehts accorded them l:. ue '"li:-.1. -::: : t::!1dcd : c 

all of Pru3sia. In 1810 when Hatdenberg became t he minister of 

Pruss ia, Jewish hopes ran high. H' r.denberg was a liberal and an 

idealist and saw the in justice of .the Jewish disabilities . Thru his 

i nfluence on March 11, 1812, tho famous edict of emancipation became 

law . Di scussine the event, Ludwig Geige r said : " 'But we owe this 

law not to tbe noble che:i. r ac t er of this ;nan (oa l denberg )_ alone, but 
to 

al so the per ~stent driving power of ~avid F~1edlander a nd h i s asso-

ciates of the Berlin eJders , who vnce more, as they d id twenty years 
\ 19 

'•go, made many approa 1hes for Jewi s h emancipa tion . " The f ollowing 

a re the pr incipal cla~ses of the edict: 

18 . 
19 . 

1 . Jews living in Prussia ensaged in business or trade 
became citizens . 

2 . All Jews must t a ke family name s and lenr n German. 

3 . All s pec i a l Jewi~ taxes a re immediately abolished 

4 • llews a re to as s ume all c iv l e du ties and obl 1ga tions . 

ibid page 58 
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0 5. The s eparate Jewish courts 3re t o be abolished. 
6 . The rabbis are to lose th.e h• legal jurisdiction. 
7. Foreign Jews are to be permitted to travel at will. 
8. Jews could not hold publicM>r judiciary offices 

When thlls edic t was procla imed, a camni ttee of Berlin Je•rs 

" headed b!' Friedl ander sent a letter of t hanks to th~ king . The 

• efforts of Friedlander had at last gained their objective. He ha.d 

attained victory • . Prussia n J ewr y was f reed from the numer ous re-· 

s trictions and disab1l!t1es which had for such a long time cl~geid 

Jewish development. .. 
The Jews had been emancipated and Friedlande:r was 

their leading emancipa t..or. Speaking of his efforts, the New Rev1.~w, , 

a Br! ti sh per iodical says that the rights enjoyed by Prussian J ew·s 

wer e aceµ i!'ed largely thru the efforts of David Friedllfnder. 20 • 'T'he 

new libert!cn thus acquired by ?russian Jewry, scan found disf:lvo,r 

i n Christi an c ircles i n Prussia. The defeat of Prance by t he allies 
\ 

in which ,MJssla had played a very important role, and the Congress 

or Vienna, mark the beginning or a reactionary period and to a 

l a r ge extent a r e pudiation of French politica l ideas . In Pruss ia , 

the r eaction assumed the form of an intense nationalist ic f eel ing , 

and an evange11c Chri s tian c rusad ing zeal . Both t endencie s wer e 

detrimental to the Jews . T"' e JeVls i n s pi te c,f their r aised cl vi l 

s t a tus , were cons idered neither Ger mans nor Chr is t. ians .e\hey wer e 

consequently t a rgets fo~ t he attack of the na tional~ ~ t and Chr ii- · 

t1an !)ar 't i es . 'l'he castigati on of the J ews was led by t he scien

tific writings o• un i ver sity professor s wh o r a ised the usual 
v 

Jewi sh s ca r ecrows . The J ews a onst ituted anj'~perium in imperio . 

~~~Y were a menace t o the state , and if permitted t o func tion 

free ly would drive Christi ans out of Germany . Essays and pamphlets 

began to appear, which dla~ored for t he reinstitut i on of the ghetto. 

To these attacks , no Jehs replied . David Fri edlande r t oo r emained 

20 . The Hebr ew Review and Magazine of Rabbini cal Litera ture . 
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1 s ilent. ~e Jews began to discover subtler methods of reply when 

J ewish sat~rists began to shoot their dest:uctive darts. Ridicule 

became the weapons of these men. Ludwig Bol"D• and He i nrich ~eine 

became the l eading exponents of tha t form of defense , and their in

cis ive ~it demolished somewhat the false pre judices of anti-Jewish 

writers . 

The result of th is hostile feeling manifes ted itself in 

the limita tion as far as possible of the decree of 1812. It was 

int e rpreted to apply only to t h os e territories which we re part of 

Prus s ia a t the time of its &nactment. The newly acqu ired Prussian 

lands were not to be governed by the edict of 1812. Conse~ntly 

Je~ ish disabilities were once more put into ef~ect i n parts of 

Pruss ia . I n ma ny othe r ways, petty 9ersecutions were resorted to . 

D'ew1 ~h wounded soldiers were not given state a i d . J ewish ph•sicians 

could not secure co~~isions in the a rmy. In the de~ree, Jews were 

t o be ba~red f rom public off ices . nru ggi ~ ts and auctioneer s were 

c onsidered 9ubl ic offici al s and Jews were decla red unqualified to 

f ill t hem The ad.~1~1 strat 1on hoped in this way to coerce Jews into 

acceptance of Christianity. Jews wer~ fo r b i dden t o take Christ ian 

surnames and Zunz showed tb~t ~ost Chr is t ian surnames a r e Jewish in 
; Jewish 

origin . I n 1819 Cbr1st1UJ 0h i ldr en wer e forbidden to attend public 

" s chools. I n 1825 , Jewish synabogues wer e denied the privilege of 

build ing and a cqu ir ng land without the k1n0 ' s cons ent. To t h is 

r ul inc; Friedlander prote s ted . In 1823 , ever y "Sel(tier e r e i", change 

~n f cr m of wor ship, was orohibited . This was done to aid the work of 

t he society for the conver sion of Jews wh i ch had been formed in 1822. 

This or ganiza tion offered a rewa r d of ten ducat s to al1 Jews who 

would accept Christ i an ity . In 1833, & proposal was made by Council lor 

Steckfuss t o divide J ews into two cla ss es, a proposa l wh1ch was clearly 

1~ contr adiction to the spirit of the edict. T~o e i ghty three years 

old , a t the time , Fr iedlander again pr ote s ted, and insis ted that the 



decree of 1812 be adhered to. 

Reaction was regnant in Pruss ia. 'f,he liberal ~irit fostered 

y t he French revolut ion and advanced by the earlier intellectuals 

Y1as squelcned midst the din of noisy nationalists and frerizied priests, 

whos e ideal of a Christian German nationality begfl'l to dominate Prus-

3ian thought. The re s~lt of t his reaction on the Jews was a curtai l -

~ent of their privileges. The victory won by Friedlander and his 
. s1'--

assoc i a t .e.s was endangered. "The Je•:ish leaders were helpless t o .atcar :a' 

the tide of reaction. Friedla nde r and t he Berlin e l der s could but 

pr otest at the change in attitude on the part of the administration . 

Thei r _retests wer e in va 1~, like voices cr ying out in the night. A 

victor ious goverrunent forgot its pr omises . Intoxicated with vi c tory, 

?russia reeled on in her mad freedom -tbrottltng· -~ dance . But t:Br 

days wer e numoered. .1-1.bsolute monar chy in Europe was doomed and the 

Jews were bound to ffiare in the res t or ation of liberties . To Dav id 

Fr 1edl :nder, whose unti ring efforts for the "pol i tical emand~pati~ 

of his brethr en made possible the devtee of 1812, wor ld Jewry will 

will eve~ be indebt ed . lie will evJr reta in his pl a ce among that 

gl orious army of men who t ho free thems·e1ves , foue;ht imut:.ti:Jlbcb~y 

ltn'3e lfishly tha t othe r s mi ght be f r eed . Prussian Jewry i n part icular 
. 

-nus t ever honor him wh o was t~eir arder.t champi on and emanc i?S tor. 



CHAPTER V 
• FRIEDLANDER ' S CONTRIBUTION TO 

THE CAUSE OF REFOR16 IN PRUSS IA . 

.. 
In the days of Friedlander, th e Prussian Jewish community 

was confronted by a dual problem; t ra. t of political and relig ious 

emancipa tion . 
.. 

Friedla n:ier, as the leader of his corr eligionists ; 

consequently was called upon to solve this dual problem. In t he 

previous chapter, we have endeavored to indicate how largely, thru 

Fr iedlander's tireless efforts , the Prussian Jews atta ined political 

~m~nclpation. In t hi s cha pter, we shall endeav or t o discuss wnat 

c ontributions Fried l ander made to t he relieious r eform or emancipa

t i on of his coireligionists . 

There l ere four grea t peri ods in J ewish History, when Jews 

ca~e ln oontact with fore i gn cultures and were pr ofoundly affected 

hy them, the Canaanitish, t he Hel lenic , the n r abi c and the European .21 

Friedlander l ived when the Jew firs t began to come ln contac t with 

Eur opean cu l ture . Previous t o this , the Jew had lived in the pris on 

confine s of the ghetto . Tre re, he YJct S shut off from intercours e 

vi i t h t he rest of the v,orld. He devoted hlmse rr entirely to his own 

l itera ture and t o a r;lorif ica tl on of h l s pas t . tle felt h i s culture 

was self- s uffic ient . Hi s s t ay in Eur ope was but a transitory stage . 

He passion~tely longed and prayed for the comin g of the Messiah when 

a return to Pales- •.ine and a reins ti t ution of t he t emple and ritua l 

woul d be effected and the old theocra cy of Judea would be r eestablished. 

He regarded himself a me~ber of a holy oeople . Cont act with t he 

outEi de world was cont.a!hina ting . tie limited it onl y t o bus ines s 

re l o tions, wh i ch were ess enti a l fer hi s u pkeep . The Jew in a certa in 

~ense , wa~ sati s fi ed wtth ghetto c onditions . It kept him senare ted 

f rom t he unholy inf luences of t he world about him . It permi t ted h im 

21 . Marcus Br a1lJl - Ge s c hichte der Juden und I h rer Litera :..u r -
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to devote h1~self entirely to his own l ore and 1. terature. It made 

poss ible for him the observation of the minutely prescribed ritual. 

The !abbath could be observed in the ghetto . Th•~ dietary :aws could 

be adhered to effectively. Jewish life could be realiv.ed. Rabbinic 

couttc were established, and dispensed justice a•~cording to Talmudic 

l egislation. 

Intellectually, however, there was stagmatlon. European 

countries had ermerged from their mediavalism, bu·~ the Jewish ghetto 

still maintained its medieval aspects . The Renaissance, the spirit 

of Revolt against authority, which had produced the Protestant 

Re f or mation. in Germany, am which had ended the 1dark ages of Europe, 

did not penetrate the ghetto enclosures. The J e·w was isolated 

physi cally and spiritually from world movements. In t he ghetto t here 

was no pronounced revolt against authority; The mandates of the 

Rabbis r emained SU!%'eme. None dared nor desired t o cha llenge their 

sovereignlty. They interpreted the laws and the community had to 

and did obey them . The spirit of oppos ition did occasionally manifest 

itself, but was easily and ruthlessly supressed. Uriel d '~costa and 

ea ruch Spinoza are, perhaps , the classic examples of the intolerance 

of the Rabbinical sovereigns , whose repress i ve measur es assumed 

the forms, wh ich men in authority have ever used against t hose who 

challenged them. 

Even as the papacy lost its strangle~hold on intellectual 

developmen t tf the coming of the Rena:tssance, soi the Rabbis lost 
f.J 

their command tng pos 1 ti on by :he advent o~ Jewish renaissance. 

lts herald and pioneer was Mos es Mendelssohn. His trans lation of 

the l'entateuch i nto Germa n in 1750 marked the be1ginn ing of a new 

epoch for F.uropean Jewry. The ghetto i sol a tion was· broken. The 

canmunication of ideas arrl ideals w! t h the out side world was madd 

possible. LikE; butterflies who had been encased. in their cocxoons for 



the winter, s pread their wings and ~ fly away exulting in their.· 

newly acquired liberty, so the Jewish intellectuals broke through 

t '.i eir menta l prisons and began to revel in the new f1·eedom which 1)9C 

access ible to them. Mende~ohn became an ardent advocate of secular 

culture among the Jews, and the ereat in t ellectual currents which 

were agitat ing the ilorld at the time began t o s eep through the 

ghetto walls. or course, Rabbinism condemned Me-ide11sohn's trans

lation, and fought the introduction of secular culture. But in 

vain . Dav id Friedlander was an enthusiast ic disciple of Mende:biloh.n, 

and sought t? carry out the 'pol1c1es of his teacher and friend. 

Mendelisohn had realized that the immedia te es tablishment of educa-· 

tional Institutions was essenti~l to carry on the work of secular-· 

i:::ing Jewry. He accordingly conceived the idea of a Jewish s ecula.r 

school, where both Hebrew and general culture was to be t augh t. 

Ha rt1l1g V.es s ely, then in Germa::iy, t ook Merrle~ohn ' s idea W1d vrorked 

out a complete plan. Thi s plan was esecuted by David Frl edlan<ler 

when in 1778 he,with the a ss is t ance of h i s brother-in-law, Daniel 

Ilzig, established the Jewish Free Schoel of Berlin. The two direc

tors of the school encountered much difficulty in spite of the con~ 

currence of government officials . The money was r ai sed and the 

bu i lding was l)ough t in 1778. '!he actual ·open 1~g had t o be deferre1d 

" till 1781. The Minister, von ~unchbausen, aided the proj ect. He 

• wanted to heJ.p Itztg and Fri edl ander by g~tting the general direct,ory 

l o remit the taxes . On January 24, 1784, the minister praised the 

venture and decl ared it tax exempt. '!'he s ch ool instructed six hun·-

d r ed ch ildren in ten year s . Many of these became teachers and aidt~d 

in the establishment of schools el~ewhere i n Germany. Others went 

to Au~ tria and Poland and disseminated the MendelBl:>hnian doctrine 

cf secula r culture for the Jews . The school was open to Christ ian 



and Je~ish children. In 1786, it had eighty pupils , half of whom 

wer e !lart Chris t i an and part Jewi sh . The curriculum i nc l uded wri ~ ing, 

a rithmetic, bookkeeping, drawing, ma t hematics, geography , French, 

German and HAbrew. The finances of the sch ool were s'Uall , dependent 

ontirely on tuition and donations, "' receivln3 no sta te support • 
. v 

Fri edlarrler was its super1ntendent till 1800 . Then Itzig became its 
22 

'1.ead till 1~06 , when Lazarus Een David took over the management of 

the school. Ben David r ema ined 1 ts princ 1pal until 1825 when the 

s ch ool was clos ed and the Jewi sh Public school opened. In 1823, 

• ibe 
Friedl ander was ~•ntrue\ecl with a plan to reorcanize s chool, but was 

~oo old and declined . Zunz took hia place. T~chool had no creed , 

and a dmi t ted J ews and gentiles un~il 1819 ~ he11 eovernment forbade 

• 
Je~ ish and Chris t i a n children to a t tend the same school s . Friedlan-

der had hoped tha t by educating Jewi s h and Christian children toge-

t her, a spiri t or harmony and c oopAr ation would a r i s e between Chris-

!.ians a nd Jews . 

Tbe s chool s t arted by Friedl~~der in 1778 served a s a model 

for s 1 ~ l a r schools i n o t he r German stat e s , Aus tria and Holl and . 23 

24 yi.Y "(') 
~e rz Homberg ~ent to Aus t r i a a fte r~Tol~ra\z Edict of J oseph I I a rrd 

J r,. ... ,, ,., ~U) ~ · • 1'..11J3:1~ ;:;: !..C."" l"'ol s . He fol l C'wed t 'he plan of Mendelssohn 
• I 

and Fr~ dl ender and t aueht both secular and r el i gious sub~ects . 

Schools i n oth ~r ci U es rol l m:ed t he e s t abl ish'Tlen t of the Ber lin 

sc!'lool in r api d s11cc ' ss i on . I n l 78F t her e '"as one in~ti t uted _n ressau 

in _7p9 in Hambur G, in 1795 in H&l ber t t adt , i n 1801 Jac obsonsc~ule 

" :n See sen and the ~amsons chu le in ~olfenbuttel . At t h e l a tter sch ool 

- eo".Jol d Zunz
25 

a nd !la rcu·s J~st26 received thMr early educe t i or a nd 

22 . ~z::!rus Ber: Davi d had h~en a 1 rtbsr i n the house of a noble rat 
Vienna . He had · become an exµun en1. of Kant and an excellent :nath
e:n~tcl c i c.n. lie \:rote many books. He backed Friedl ander in his 

"C"enas chreiben" and believed t ha t ceremonial l aw impeded Jewish 
development. 

23. 
24. 

"Moses Mendelsohn" - I. Heinemann 
Herz Hornberg had been one of Mendelsohn's a ides in the Pentateuch 

trAnslation 
(see next page for notes 25 and 26) 

·, 



r training. All these schools spread the idea of secular cuature 

among the Je~ish c ~imnunit1es and paved the way for reform. The 
., 

vario~rn changes in i nstruction were 1:. rgely due to Friedlander. He 

1n!1sted tha t the school should be a cultural environment ~here 

youths !l ould be trained for oetter citizenship and loftier manhood. 

He re~l1zed that education ~as the development of the physical, 

mental and sp1rttual ~ faculties to the h ighest degree . By the 

estal:il.ishment of the schools, he had r ealized one of h i s ideals, and 

had d one his share towards systematizine educa ti on among h is fellow 

J ews . To facilitate the work aithe s chools in connect~cn Vlith ·nhich 

a pr inting press had been establis hed , Friedlander publ i shed a text 

hook . It 1s now w~lmown, but at tha t time it was important, a s it 

~at ~ sfied a very vi t a l want . It is known as the "Lesebuch fur 

" ~ud1sche Kinder,"and appeared in 1780 . It contains Ger man , Latin and 

Hehrev: l etters , the fundamentals of Juda i sm, according to Maimonides, 

~oral s tories f r om the Talmud . Talmudic probverbs, etc. It was 

fav orabl y ccnnnented on by the Berlin Library, and was Friedltl°nder' s 

ini tia 1 1 i tera ry undertaki ng. ... - . I 

' · I I • 
I 

. ' ~, ~ - . 
P-aving 1n~ t1t uted a new edu~ational s ystern among the Jews, 

' " and thus providP.d fo r the nr ope r train ine of the young , Friedlander 

beg~n to direct his ene reie s t o the Cl l tural dev elcpment Of the 

adu1 t . Jewish 1,,, 1pulc t i on. He realized t.ha t pol i t i ca l and r el1e101u; 

~~form mu s t be cobc omit.an t . He c0nseqt entl~ bega- to introduce the 

~n61~~tenMent movement t o h i s corre l igionis t s . He af~iliated with 

-;ve ry organi zation whose goa l was spiritua l 1t or cultura l eleva tion 

of its people . In 1782 , wh9n Euchel organized in Koenigsberg 

"Ge39lls chaft Eebrai~cher Li t eratur(eunde," )~ J~ ':> , • ::>., ~'\l~" 
• Friedlander volunteered t o est abl i sh a br anch in Berlin. Due to 

25 . Leopold Zunz was the founder of Jewish science 
26 . Marcus ,T~ stat the ins tigation of Friedlander wrote a voluminous 

History of the Jews. 
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,'1 

" I Friedlander s influence, the name of the society was chan3ed to 

nG0~1ell::.1ch~St zur Boford0n,ung dos Guten und Ecllen 11
• Al1 lnterErnted 

in the culture of tho Jews were elieible for membersh~p. T~e change 

1.n th.e name was due to a des1re on l"riedl~nder 1 s raart to make the 

organizRtion more universal in its appeal. Many of the Jewish intel-
rr 

lectur:i.J s affU.ia ted vvi th the GonE:Jllschaft. Among them were Joel Lowe 

.. Q..i/.,,.•0:.1· r· f'c'. . .. ''"' ,., s~ ph.Llo,J ... ,t, ~voL 0onn, pro.fe.~)so1 in the Wllhelmschule, Mendel Bresr:£@-lau, 
. "\ -~ 

Isaac ~)aatnow, grammarian, and Baruch L:i.ndari, a poet. In 1?83, the 

Boc:i.ety bee;an to pubJ..:1.sh th0; 11 Samrnle:r", ~OX,'O. 

.J 
for this under~aking was received by E~hel from the culture-ldving 

F'r:iedllin dc-rn3 tn Konigsberg,·- David F'ri0dlander 1 s brothern. Davld 

spon::Jored the mae;azines :ln Berlln. The contri .. butors to the ptfhlica-

tion wGre known af:l Meassf:Lm if 'f.P{d 9~ "? ~L1hey consttt uted the 

d1se :i.ples of M8ndr-i·i5sohn, and were f:i l1od vd th the cuJ.tural 1;;1nd inte 1-· 
1 . the 

leptual jdeals of the aee. Their work murks the advent of/Jewish 
I 

Rena].S,'.3ance. Throuc;hout I''.~urope youthful Jewish j_ntellectuals began 

to yearn for an 0ffloresconco of Hebflew culture. The beauties of tho 

holy 1 angi_n~ge began to be extol 1 ed. Hebx1ew poetry once more bE1gan 

to e;.o:pess tho Boul and longings of the Jew. Vlessely, IV!endei5sohn, 
1 

Friedlander and the whole horit of that hrLtnant galaxy of Jew:l:::ih 

minds eontr:Lbuted to the lVleasr:ief, It becm11e th0 mou thp:tece of the 

newest forces in Judaism. 

Friedlander translated two of Gossner 1 s 

1J,eA--~,vi 
ldylls :lnto ~n. 

He wanted to :lntroduce German literature to the J·ews. Many of them 

could :not read Germ.an and F:riedl~n1der 1 s tra nE=i la t,j onB wh:tch aprn arE:::d 

in the E3c:i.m.mler made accerrn:i.ble to many ghetto Je1111~:i some of the :rncular 

lJ.terary treamn'EH3. 'J'ne idylls he seloeted were 11 1\/Iena:LkaD and .1:11.ex:i.!3 11 

I:;., nd 11 i\1nn v ·1• ,, <~ " ;\,. . .,, , ·u l,.i(:A.i..J The former of these Frl0dlander entitled 

1 o n n 1 q, )I 0n o <0 J (/J 't()J ~ 
11 The greatest spiritual. joy in the practice of 

;i n n w I ' )<. 

ld.ndno n s 11 
• 11 he latter 



he named i\~-\~ '?~ , .• ~ for the idyll indicates tha t he who prays for 

his ne ighbor will f ind t haltDod will give aim what he needs . 
"~' nn iv)IJ ~Ii\ n~ 2n '7ll ~~l.).nO"n ~' 

These translations had also an ethica l and S? iritual value , a nd helped 

dis s&minate a loft? sp~rit of idealism among the Jews of Friedlarner's 

day . 
. 

In 1782 Hartwig Wessely wrote hi s ./IA K / • • • •>'a "I which 

was addressed to the hustrian Jews, and in which Wesae l y urged them 

to take advantage of t he cultural opportunities the emperor offered 

t hem . This book was written in reply to the Aus trian Jews who fea red 

that participation in secula r culture would result in a weakened 

Judaisn . Wessely attempts to pr ove tha t t he highest.inter e s ts of 

.Tuda ism demaro tha t the Jews mar e in the cultur e of their country 

" a m ace . David Friedlander translated this work in Germm , as he 

~. anted t o show the intellectual world t'ha t Jews were in sympathy with 

the gr eat thought murrents of their time , and wer e ca>v inced of 

the"necessity of giving up their spiritual isola tion and exchanging 

ideal s and ideas with t lieir non-Jewish c cntemporaries • 
.. 

The a i m of Friedlander ' s life was to ca rry on the work of 
~ 

~ende hrs ohn . In acco r dance <: 1th this purpose , Friedlander began the • 

work of t r anslating some of the books of the bible . ~!endel sfOhn had 

not worked on . ~ende~ohn completed the t r anslat i on of the Penta-

t euch, t he Psal~s and t. ~ Song of Songs . At the suggestion of 
.. 

Friedle. mer the editors of the Sarnmler planned to d o s imila r work 
.. 

for t he rest of the bible. Friedlander himsel f transla ted Job , 

Isa i ah . Ecclesiaste s and the s ixth a nd s eventh chapt ers of Micah . 

Isaiah a nd J ob he published in the Sarrunler under the title "For 

• Friedl ander very beautifully drama tizes the s ixth. 

l evers of Or i ental Poett"IJ ." 
l':~g 

!Jendelas ohn ' s . 27 

These trans lations r ank with t hose of 

27~ Ri tter's p. 55 



anc seventh chapters of Micah. His translation of Ecclesiastes, 

"Der Prediger", he published in 1788. It contains a rather large 

preface , wherein the author e:xplains that h is work was inspired by 

!~endelssohn. He used Mende1'Sohn' s col'!ll!lentaries and embodies them in 

his translations At the beginning of each chapter, there is a little 

synopsis or outline of its content and meaning. The ?reface is inter

esting for it indicates the scientific method Friedlarxier employed 

and shows how thoroueh a student he was. We shall append a translation 

of it in a following chapter. 

In accord with ~is ideal of raising the ·status of t he Jew 
.. 

to a higher cultural lev9l, Friedlander in 1786, published a trans-

lat ion of the prayerbook. As is true in our own day of orthodox 

congregations , the ma~ority of the people did not understand t he 

Hebrew pra:,1 e r s and repeat ed them mechanically. The women in partic

ula r were ig~orant of the meaning arxi c on t ent of their rel igion. 

;;'l"' iedllinder wrote tha t the second half of the race (women) gets 
2 8 neither religious nor secula r educati on. They have nothing t o 

t rain them except t he practices of their eld~rs, which they followed 

blindl y . The observar.ce of ceremonial had become for them re l i gion. 

i omen knew no other teach ings nor duties. Fr1edlan:ier decried the 

infer ior status of woman end deter!'lined t o elevate them to complete 

religious equality . Hi s prayerbook translati on was lar eely li.M.BJd• 

done t o aid the '.'! omen. ', he Heb r ew letters wer~ used in it s o that i t 

could be read by thos e who had had exc1 us ivE.ly !febrew training. 

The book was dedicated to his mother and mother-in - law. Besides .. 
a translation of the regular prayers , it contains Friedlander's trans-

lation of "The Ethic s of' the Fa ther!t" with his own c anmentary. It 

also con t ains trans lations of prayers to be used on special occasions .. 
In the preface of t he book, ~eiddlander gi ves his conception of prayer 
& 

28. Ibid p. 57 



Sl and also a history cf Hebrew prayers, which he took from Maimonides • 

• The preface is interesting, and shows how advanced Friedlallder •as 

in his religious and theological views. The book was published by 

the press of the Berlin free school. A translation of the preface will 

appear in a l a ter chapter. 

The publ i cation of the translati on of the prayer book a roused 

a storm of fury among the r abbis of Austria, Pol9nd and Germany. The 
.. 

appear ance of the book was the result of the Auf Klahrung in Jewish 

ci rcles . It was the ftzs* fruit of the spirit of revolt. Tbe r abbis 

t hemselv es not educated in secula r fields, saw in the transla tion 

a challenge to their own authority , as well as a threa t at the au-

t horlty of tradition. Ever. a s they had fought against the acceptance 

of Mendel.sohn ' s Penta teuch translation, and even as they had bmished 

l'.e ssely for advocat i ng secular cultur e in Austria , so now they 

• t r a ined their heavy a r till ery on Friedlander for his translation of 

t he prayer book. Eleaza r Fleckeles , Chief Rabbi of Prague , was the 
., v 

firs t to fi r e his broadside at Friedlander. He publis hed a book 

" ).\~~ ~~·~ " .whe r ein he bitter ly denounced the traT'!slator. 

He sa id it was a crime and a horrible s in to transl a te the Hebrew 

pr a yers i nto a profane l aneuuge . Be quotP, S the fol lowinr; biblical 

ve r se , "And it came to pass , t hat wh en the SJn was e;oine; down, a 

neep s leep fell upon Abram, and lo, a dread , even a great darkness fell 

uno~him," (Gen xv
12 

) and interprets tha t a s meaninc th~ t Abr aham 

had forebod i ng cf comi ng tr~~slaticns . Then too the Zohar was called 
I\ 

' in t o ~ttack Priedlwid er , as weJl a s a ll the pilpul istic devices, 

the T~lmud Gontained . Ezekiel tandau, also a Rabb~ of Prague , com-
. 

ilended ver y :1eartily the s entiments of his c olleague , and it was in 

reoly t o Landau tha t Friedlander i n 'j 788 wrote "Das Schreiben on 

" meine Mi tbruder ir. DP.ut s ch la rrl ." Friedlander points out t he 

il logir. of the posi tion of the r abbis . He says t ha t inasmuch as they 



·, 

~ do accept the Targu.m, which ls even less understood than the orig

inal, it is an indica tion th.at they are no t interested in the holiness 

of the teachings nor the necess ity of morals of the elevation or 

the spirit thru the scriptures, but rather that they value the dead 

letters in themselv.ea .29. He adds that t hey feared translations 

because the rewlt of their widespread use would bring about enl1gh~

an~nt of the Jews. The Rabbis feared enllghterunent because it 

would reveal t he incongruity of their office. This was the first 
.. 

of many clashes Fried lamer had '°' i th the Rabbis. They emb ittered 

l11s life, and he in •urn despised them thoroly. He , it was who 

l a ter told the government that· the rabbis were"Kauscherw:chter" 

~uardians of t he dieta ry laws, devoid of the qual ities of. real 

r el i g i ous l e aders hip. 

Friedl ander, in s pi t e of thi s s evere oppos 1tion, undaunted

l y pers evered in h i s work t o eleva te s piritually a nd culturally the 

c ondi tion of h is co\religionis t s . He began a s eries of essays in 

the Berliner Mona t s chrift, which was the or gm of tim intellectual 

aerlin, edited hy ~~la 1 and Pieder. All his essays were writ ten · 

to s timu late an inte res t in Jewi sh l i t era ture . Ir. one , "so~ething 

ahou t the Mendel$3 ohn ' s translati on of t he Psalms ," h~ points out 
the 

t ha t / purpos e or Mendohsohn i n trans l a t1ne them was t o c or rec t t he 

fa l s e conceptions a rx3 1ntern·~tat1ons of psalms , wh ich we r e un iver

sal . All of th~ ~c r1 ptures have been maltrea t ed , but the psal ms 

~ave s uf'fered mos t. The commentat ors , imita t or s and transl a tors have 

comnletely a ltered the Psalms . I n t he pr ocess , these Psal ms r eceived 

incurable wounds a s if f r om t he swor ds of the ba r barians . The anc iemt 

rr.11,ea was obl lte ra t~d , and each i nd i vidua l int erpreted t he ~salms 

i n tile light of his own a ge and hi s own environment. Pedants and 

29 . I bid 



5~ theolog1•ans translated them to suit their own tl eas. llendelllobn 

cons1dere4 the Psalms in themselves aa holy, and would tolerat• no 

changes i~ them. Like a genuine artist, he endeavored. to make his 

transl~t1~~ as near the or1g1nal as possible in all its pristine 

beau ty and glory. This essay of Friedl:nier' s is replete with 

observations on the contents and characteristics of Hebrew ~oetry. 

He flayed t he dogmatic opinions e.bout Hebrew 9oetry , which preYailed, 

showing that 1n many instances they were erroneous . Later critics 
. .. 

are now aware how dtpendent they are on Friedlander and Mendel.f3ohn30 • 

• Fr i edlander anl Mende11sohn created an aesthetic point of view. They 

also had the scient!flc spirit, and made use of ihe r esearches of 

Christian ~cholars. 

In 1790, a n es say appeared in the Ber l iner ~onatschr1ft 

suggestine th~t the Puri~ fe s tival be aholished . As long as Jews 

worked on t heir own culture, t hey would continue t o be oppr essed , 

was the thes is of the a.uthc r. Hatred of Persians ,·1ould be inter-

preted as mean~ne hatred of Germans . e11ght in vengeance and 

v ictory com~eMorated by PuriM a r e unno rthy idea ls . Since the 

fes tiva l is not Mo?aic, aholish it . Friedlander answered t h is 

essay by sayine t hat it is a f alse ass~~ption to s.ippose · that hatred 

age ins t Persians would mean h .... tred agains t the Gel'?1"1.ans . The f esti 

val has bes i des r few super s ti tutlons nothine evil in it , a.nd fur 

thermor e, it 1s ~ st imulan t t o ideal i sm. The lust for vengeance 

ascr)bed t o Esther and Mordecai ia found in all Greek states - even 

the idealis tic ones . As long as Jews ar e considr ed a s straJ eer s , 

and the word Jew wa s used as a curse, so prejudices and ignoble 
• 

~ hou~hts cou ld not cease among them. To say tha t J ow s as J ews 

cannot better t hemselves i s a prof ana tion of God . 

30 , I bi d 



54 When in 1791 the Strassburg Commons defeated a motion to 
\I 

equall ize the Jews , Friedlander take s up his pen and write~ an artt-

cle in the Monatschr1ft, shov;ing that the Jews a re worthy of equal

lizat1on. 

The intr oduction of secula r education among Jews paved the 

way to reform. Mendellsohn advoca ted and c •'amf)ioned s ecular educa

tion . His disc i ple , Friedlander carried out his master' s policy , 

but even went one step fu r ther and began t o ur ge r eligious reforms . 

Thus far, fie have enUs11e ratedsome of Frledl;nder' s act ivities to 

Adva:.ncw the cause of secular educa tion among Jews. Vie shall nar 

endea..-or t o see what his reform pla tform was , a nd ':.ha t cont ribution 

h e made t o t.he reform moveMent in Judaism. 

When in 1808 I~rael Jacobson was ele cted pr esident of the 

consis tory cal lea by Jer ome Bonaparte in 71 estr,halia, he surmnoned 
/l,r ·./ • 

Fried lander to advi$e h im as to wha t to d o. Fr ~ edlander snggested 

cer ta in very r adical changes , \'Jhich Jacobson could not ac ce pt. 

Jacobs on wa~ ready t o aes t~eticize the ser vice , but he had no ?~ilo

sophy of reform which would have called for a comple te r eorganization 

of customs and f orms of :. orsh1? · Jacobson int r oduced the vernacular 
and 

in ~ls templ e , used an or gan , /inst1tuted the confirma tion s ervice • 

• 'I'hese chenges were chances ir. fo r m only . To Friedlander t hey wer e 
• .. 

1nsu~f1 c ient . D1s:runt1ed, Friedl ? der returned to Be r l in. 
H 

Immed ~ately af t er the ed ict of Mar ch lit 1812 , Fried.lander 

published a pa"ltphlet "Uber di~ durch die neue Or gan i za ti on der 

J1.1denschaft en ln den Preussl echen St aat en no\ thwendig gewordene 

Umt1ldung," whe r e i n he advocated the nece~s1\y of rell vious reform. 

Fr i edlander felt th"-t :::111ce Jew3 had a tta i ned civil ri ght s , thep:s 

s hou l d i "T!l"\P.dia tel y discar d a tav t s tic cus to'llls , wh ich impeded cl ti?.en-

s!119 du t1 e~ . 
•• 

In his petit1ons t o the King , Fr i ed lander had always 



;5 insisted that· the Jews are entitled to civil rights regardless or their 

rel i B1ous practices. To his own people, however, he pointed out the 

1ncongr~1ty of Jewish medieval customs in a modern progressive envircn

Ment . He urged the necessity of reforms in the service of the synagogue, 

in t~eir educational institutions and in the methods of education. 

Political freedmm called for a chanae in prayers. The Jew now owes. 

a llegiance to rule~ and should have prayers for them. The Jews now 

are Prussians , and therefore should no l onger express desire to return 

to Jerusalem, and pray for a· rest>orati on of the temple and its ~rvice. 31 

He also made a plea for prayerbook~in the vernacular. Some maintained 

that this would separate Jews in different countries. To this 
.. 

Friedlander answered· that these linguis tic differences exist among 

Jews already, that to th13 Ashkenaz1c Jews Ladlno was not comprehen-
.. 

s ihl~ . Friedlander also urged the rel i g ious education of wo~en . He 

a l s o wanted to see a systematic preRentation of Judaism published. 

He also wanted manv antiquated m. s toms changed. The rabbis , of course, 
'I 

s coffed at Friedlander. He found little encouragement among his 

co1rel1Bionlsts, .whereupon he sent a l~tter t o Frederick ~illiam II~, 
and asked him to advocate reJ i gi ous reform a mong the Jews. The king, 

.. 
who had become a thorough reactiona ry, 1va nted to reject FriedJander's 

proposal with a severe r ebuke. Ra&denbert_: , howe1.'er, interfered 

" and s ent e very mild refusal t o Fr1e1lander. Hatdenberg, a liberal 

h imself, was in fa·or of Jewish reform . At that time a bad policy 

was embarked upon, when Jews would go to civil a uth orities t o settle 

their relig i ous quarre ls . 

In 1814 , Jacobson came t o Berlin. 
II I 

He took up Friedlarxier s 

f iaht . He rained foll ower s , where Friedfander did not, fo r he was 
~ .. I 

less radical . J acobson did not ca r e t.o chanee ceremonies or prayers. 
the 

H~ v·an ted t o beaut1fy~serv1ce . He opened- a or ivate syna~osae, i·n-

t r oduced the or gan , and had German preachers and Ger;nan pr avers . 

31 . Ibid p . 141 



.. 
6 Friedlander wrote some sermons, which were delivered in Jacobson's 

t emple, but not by him. Of those s ermons, more aaoa. Jacob Herz 

Beer also es tablished a temple in his home accordin~ to t he stlpulatl 

of Fr1edland~r in his pamphlet32 In 18l?, t he reactionary government 

a t the ins tigation or the rabbis ordered all private temples closed. 

The Be1··11n elders33 who wanted to continue t he new forms, voted to 

make Beer's t emple the canmunity temple, as the publ ic synagogue was 

decrepit. This angered the conservative party, who agaill9 appealed 

to the king. In 182Z Raldenberg died, and the reformers· lost their 

la9t chamj>1on at the c ourt. Immediately thereafter, a royal order 

f orbade any reform 1n the service, and prohibited t he us e of German 

as a language tf wor s hip. The fireS of reform, had, however been lit. 

The Hambur g Temple, whose l eader Edward Kley34 becaMe , · carried out 

the i deas and dreams of Fr1edlanier • 
• In 1816, F'riedla n:ier received a letter from ._, t 2 ewski , 

Pi s hop of Cuj avien an~ Pomerellen, requesting him t o make suggestions 

for the impr ovement of the I s r aelites in ~oland. Friedl ;nder ' s reply 
II 

was made publ ic in 1819 when he i~sued a pamphlet "Uber d ie Verbesserung 
It II 

der Israeliten in Konigr e ich Polen" In t he preface to his , he gives 

t~e f undamental• of Juda ism: 

l· The Scri ptures a re truly tPe foundation of Juda i sm . 
'J'hey are the~ of God insofar as they made known t:;rea t r el i g ions 
trut hs , t.eae~ spiritual a nd inspi red men cf God , l awgive r s , pro
phets and poet s . ~ gr adual advance i s very evident in scriptures . 
For example, Psaln .. · a r e s o much purer teachings of God than the laws 
of Mose s . The vi t .... l difference between customs and ceremonies and 
deep r eligious truths was obscured 1n the da rkr1es s of mtddle ages. 

2 . Ceremonies arxi customs must be done away with a s s oon 
as the welf a r e of s ociety indicates that s uch a step i s oppor tune. 

3 . All religious affai rs mus t be subordinate t o r eason, add 
hence every nl i nd bel i ef i s untenabl e . 

4 . The demand to accept trut h from some authority is a 
f~agrant v iola tion of a fundamental r~uman right. 

• 
33 

Ludwi g Geiger: "Geschi chte der Juden in Ber lin" p. 167 
Friedlanderwas no longe r a member of the elders as ~e had r etired 

ln 1814. 
34 . On Friedl ander's death, Edward Kley preached a glorious eulo 



Here we have the formulation of a religious creed which is 

in f ull a~cord with the best thought of modern times. It con tains 
,, 

~~ove all. things a philosophy of reform and entitles Friedlander to 

a keystone position in the history of the reform movement in Judaism • 
.. 

Friedlander proceeds in this bookl6t to recpest that the Jews 

in Poland be given the same rights thltr correligionists enjoy i n 

?r us s ia. ~hen the Jews were g iven political rights in Prussia, they 

institutec reforms, gave better service .t o their country, developed . 

t~e1r own talents am made contributions to culture. Polish Jews can 
•• similarly improve thems elves if given the opportunity. Friedlander 

t hen se izes the op?ortunity to axsail his old enemies , t he Rabbis. 

::e draws a viv i d pic t ure of t he power am despotism of r abbis, whos e 

sr1ay was supreme over Polish Jewry . Polish r ahbis s til l lived in the 

npirit and cu3toms of the Talmud and took no part in the cultura l 

v:ork be ing done by t he ori ental, German and Dutch lea~ers of Jewry. 

They lead their congregations al ong narro~ pa ths . They have civil an:i 

religiou~ ~uthor~tyand can prevent any r e f orms . nny informed 

Israelite could do the work of these Rabbis . The r eligi ous service is 

no concern to t..he Rabbi. .Its forms have existeci for cen~uries . The 

~abbi~ del ivers ser mons twice a yea r, and t hen only abcut 3orne 

~ntricate Talmudic difficulty. His real work lay in his j~ terpre 

" t a tlon of the Ta l mud i c l aws . He was a "Kauscherwachter ," guardian 

of Kashruth, no more. ' Ti s t rue t•,at the rabbis were -aorallat.a - -

and s toic s a nd urged t he v irtues of sympathy and manhood . They, 

h c~1e·,1e r ca nnot symp::i thize nor s trJve f er enlightenment . 

T'1e Polish govern.'llent should adopt the fol lowing policy towa rds 

the J ews : 

1 . They should be freed of all unjus t r el i gious discrimina 
tion s and r eceive full privileges as citizens . 

about him, at Hamb~rg Temple . The eulogy was published and cir culated 
extensively. The Shulami th (Vol I No . 1. P. 109) urges every Jew 
to read it. 



2 . The state should encourage culture among Jews by the 
followin~ methods: 

a) The use of the vernacula r in their daily associa tions 
should be insisted on . 

b) C~anges in ritual should be instituted. 
c) The rabbi sho1 l d lose his judiciary ~ewers 
d) The Jews should become in't.egral part of Diaspora 

countries . 
e) Cultured men and preachers should lead oeople 

Thus l<'riedl~nder contributed to Polish emancipation as well as 
'l 

to t~3 Prussia~ . • 

In 1819 when Zunz, MOeer and Ganz I' • . • • •• "' .. .. .. . . - · • • ••• ·~ • • • .. 

f ounded the society for the culture and sc ience of Judaism, Friedlander 

tho almost r eventy year s old , affi!iated ·::!th the new orean ization . 

I ts nur pose was to s tem t.he tide of conver sion, which had swept the Ber

l i n Jews frorn their an ces tra l f a 1th. More tha~ one balf of :ra com-

munity Pad ac cepeted Christianity. All of its members were pled ged 

to re~a in f a ithful Jews. The s ociety proce eded to publish a masazine 
.. 

to wh ich Friedlander con t. ribu~d in spite of his year s . Thil i ndicates 

how e-r eu t 1 ~r kwwxgi:.~JUlX in error have been t hose ~en who 1nd1ca ted the. t. 

• 
~ried ander was tndifferent to Juda i sm and desired t o sl ide gr a ceful l y 

into the ocean of Cr. r1st1anity • 
.. 

Friedlunier was unques tionably one of the oioneer s , if not 

t~e pi oneer of the reform mcve~ent . He •was responsi~l e for t he estab 

lis~ment of the fir s t s ecula r Jewish school i n Berlin, a schoo which 

J timul ::\ t ed s i mila r i ns t1tutiO' lS thro11~hout Eueope . He advocated x 

chr n b&S in the fo r m of worsh i p and ur ged thC:l t the servlc6' l:ie !l ~£ f, het 1cized. 

!!e in c; isted on the use cf 1he vernacula r in pr-a yer and to t ha t end trana 

"l :· ted the ~ra~rerbook. He want ed t o see the v. oma11' s rel i e: ious ~to. tus 

i·e1sed. He urged the omission of the 'P~ l $s t1n~ restor ut i or.. prayer 

: r o:;i the serv1c . H.,. , fu rthermor e , had u cr1 t ical and yet s91ritua1 
had 

conce9t1on of bibl ical 11tera tuee . He xJXBs a philosophy of r ef orm 

a~d saw in all the rites and ceremcn1es , bu t the tool~ and instruments 



59 whereby men hp~al to God. Ritua l and form a~e the laneuage 

whereby men speak to God . He realized that 
.. 

perhaps, but not e ssential . These views Friedlander held, and 
a 

vocated puh11cly--the first in his day--ill fe arless, tireless, 

radical . The r ef0rm movement in Judaism 

c.nd vis ion. 
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" FRI 2DLJ\NDER ' S LII PR.\H.Y .• C'T' TV ! TY 

A Cl-tri '1t:! a n. con '.. r1bu'..or to t 'le Sulam1 th35 .:F•r ticns " a f ew 

Jews , ~·; ho c a n be pl a ced i n t he r a nks of our good writer s , and ke e n 

" t h ir.ker s . Among t.hem 1 .:: the pub lisher o f t he .. .ktenstucke , Da v id 
• 36 

? r i edlander . We have a lready refe r r ed t.o many of h t s \'1J 1. t 1n8S 

in prev i ous chanter s , such :;.s h i s· transla t i ons of t.he prayer-book, 

of Is~ la~ , J ob and hcc le~iastes , h i s t ext book, h i s t r ansl a tion s of 

Ger T:l&n li ter a t'lT't'I to rle b r e\'7 , h i s essays urci ng r efo r m and ci vl l 

e'11anc1r!lt1cn d.mong J e'i.::3 . I n Lhi s chapter , 110 hope t o give ex c e rpt s . 

of h1 s writin~~ . Com.l'tlrlt i ng J:1 ~-..'3"11 ! s unnece ssary. They r P.veal 

a 1 ~nra l sp irit , a soul at t uned t o h i bher va lues , a humble ~ort~ l 

" £tr~cl1~c for l ip.ht and guidan c e ; Fr 1edlander the ph i losopher , 

•,,he th i n ker, the '1111'1\ani s t , si:>eaks in t hese essays . His t orian s 

rondemn and den ounce . Pos t e r ity :nuy r ace and fume .'°-'tl Fana t i c s 
fl 

"":C - j ee r and sneer . But as e l o'}1ten t wi t nenses t o 1-' r i edl ander ' s 

,,., .., .. 
·'""' ' 

i nte,:rity , s-nirit ua li t..y and lofty i d e a li sm , we summon his wor ds and 

t '1ouc;l ts . 

" S!)eeche•· ded:!.ca ted to !.he d eve) op:n?. rt o" Cul tured Israeli t es " 
37 

I . " On t he Use of Time " 

~·ay we kno\o; L ra~ : i crcy of ou r year s a~d the i~?ortance 

f our destin, . Strenct'llen i n us , O. God , the fa i th ~n !M~ortal ity ." 

Time pa~:e~ ll~P a shadow . Lik~ 
life passes a way i nto th ~ ·s ea of e ter111 t y . 
a so be worthleP s , 'J orrm.ful aT'd unpap!)y . 
min e end . 

a nove rful s ~ reEim , 
T~fe 1~ short. 1t may 

Lor d , make me t o kno\': 

35 . Su lamith i s Eine Ze itschrift zur Bef~rderung, der Ku l Lu r und 
ti. Hu.me.n it.a t unter der Jud isch en Nat i on . 
36 . Su lami t h - Vol . 1 No . 2 . P. 159 

37 . Theee wer e ~ritten by ·Fr i edlander but pr eached by men i n J uc ob
son ' s temple . They ~e re pu bl i shed in 18 15 . 



• 
~nd the measure or my days , what i* is. Let me know how short 
lived I am. Behold, Thou hast made my da.ys as hand-breaths. 
And mine age is as nothing before 'l'hee. Surely, every man 
at his best es tate is altogether vanity . Surely, man walketh 

as a mer e; s~mblance . Surely for fani ty t.hey are in turmoil . 
He heapeth up riches and kno\leth not who shall gather them. I 
( Psalm 35-5- 8) For all our days a re pass.ed away in Th7 wrath. 

Vn=- bring our years to an eTlO. as a tale th.at is told. The 
days of our years a re three score and ten1, or even by reason 
of strenc;th, four score years . Yet is their pride but tra
vail and vanity. Ftr it i s speedily gone1 and we fly away/ 
(Psalm 90-9-10) 

Man was created for happiness. Man can attain 
highest Joy. Man should be haopy before God. Man i s happy 
when he is at peace with·his fellow men , when he controls 

his appetites and 1hen he is occunied in a useful trade or 
profe~q!on. When man beholds beauties of nature, i s he not 

-happy? All can attain joy. Why are not all men happy? We 
seek happiness, where 1 t i s not . We ove111ra te the f alse, and 
are hlir1d ~o tl-ie true . We waste our time, not aware of 1ts 
value. t e must know the value of t 1:ne. Vie must create Olr 
own joy . Men, b!• wasting time, destroy the soul and the body. 
Ha ppiness cannot be found in sjn . T~e enjoyment of sin ~s fleet
ing. Sr. tiety , remor~e and d i sgust follo\•, in its wake . lhe 
first step in the development of the soi r1i t is an a pprecia-
tiou of th~ value of !f.Jme and the selection of holy work~ in 
leisure hour s . The I)'l!asure - loving man hates lonel1nes~ . He 
bears ~ is con Jcience. He does not care f or ~isdom, for it 
r equires ene r 3y . There a re day$ •. hen feelings of emptiness 
wweep · o'ler him. Then he is unhappy. Life becomes a burden. 
Tjme moves too s lowly . Anything which will dis pe l this 
Bloom is welcomed and he i s not satisfied long . The gay 
colorings of these lusts fade with usa~e . hfter tasting 
pleasur es , lonelince~ returns more so than before . They de
stroy the boQty and brin3 ~~n to ~he s ick bed and death . 

Time ~ell used brin6s j oy, which i : the root of life. 
~nrj ch t.he S!)iri t i. 1th knowledge . .~ t mc"Ylents of prey er and 

communion with God , v.e a ttain greatest ha prines s . The life of 
the pleasure - seeker becomes a long w1~ter night, with no star 
of usefu1ne~s t o brisPtc~ it . %Kl1Xll 

The s ermon cl ·ses with a prc.yer f or the king and the 

PathP.rland . 

II " Concerning Commerce and \0 eal th" 

Prayer attains 1 t.s loft i es t goal when tt 111pels :nen to higher 

11v1r.g. God is honored best when man ennobles hl~self most . God is 

se rved best when r:ian oerves his fellow -men be:Jt . This can only be at

t •• ined by f lx ing our vision on the heie;hts and cons t.antly remaining 

i:..wa re of o ..lr d:i vine CJr j ein, by suppre :;!: ing every n nimal and s1r.ful 

d ~, 1re , b7 never Nearyi~g of repeatine that we a r e ·true Israelites 



only ~hen every a ct brings us nea r er to God, when eve!"J plan 

a~ i ts goal , our l i ber a ti on from the base a nd the ignoble. 

service, wo-rah1p arD. pr ayer a r e utte rly valueless if we 

tris hibhe r soal . God is n ot honored ~hen man descends to l~• 

degree of l iving . 

Thou, o God , hast given us the earth for our resid ence. 

ThC'u ~ast fi l led it N1th unending good , enriched i t w it~i c oun less 

or gan ic a nd inorganic farces, so. tha t man may utili ze them . lrhou 

hast endowed us with pov.er to i nc rease and develop 1 tE prodte ts 

v 1th industr y and work . Thus we s 'lial l satisfy our n ~eds and 

enjoy t he products of our toi l. Thou hast pu t in us the 1ncl:1-

nat1on to ere- te c roups, and throu~gh indus t ry and c omme rc e , t 10 

knit :nen together ':Dore c l o3ely. But t his alone is not ou r d e:3ti

ny, e lse we would be 11ke the beasts of thA field. The work and b 

t-us iness of man s erve a ~igher purpose . Trie worries and car es 

help us to devel op the power s of our soul s , a nd by cu ltivat ing 

them, we qualify fo r life in another wo r1 1 , B !"ld b eco11e viorthy 

of lo~t1er work and higher interes t s . 

O, God ? !f.ay we t hrotich t oday ' s me~ t ta ticri 1 ear n the ~rn 

rul9s , ·.i.hich s"liould pr 11vail 1r. our earthly m ... r-c:;uits . Su s tain 
as 

us ," v.-e ende~vor to f'1?'ld these measures whi ch will aid us in 

r~al i z inG the hi~~3~t ~oa l. The heaven i s t~e heaven of t h e 

• e t ernal . The e arth , he r ave to the son9 of men . 
& 

Dr1m1 t ive ma n 1 !\·ed e n the produce of t.he e a r th , and t.he 

or cdtlcts of their floclt s , nut had ne ~ ~er i ndus t r :r no r co·:- re r c:e . 

!!ar.y nations , ev en ~fter hav in : abandone d f 1 ~h 1nc a nd hunting 
' au for a griculture , bu r ely had enough for f ood and shelter. ·:.ach 

family suppl ied all its want s . As peopl es mult iplied and became 

mor e closely aff1l1 a t ed, certa 1n 1UY~r1es bec ame neces s itie s , wh i ch 
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' 

a farmer could n ot acquire t r u his own efforts. He must barter 

or ouy. He who has no 1.and, must secure someth t ng to se•l or bar

t er. I f he posse sse s nothin~ else , he has a t l eas t time and oh7sl-

c'\1_ t)owe r . 'l'lhese constitute his means of livelihood, f or labor 

always has market-va lue.. Thie f .. u ·mer acquires a surplus, which he 
I 

can s ell or barter f or new needs , Y'hich have been developed. '!NB 

CO"l"~erc~ aro~ e . It enabled men t o sec u re sus t enancs. Of course, 

t here a r.e disgr a ceful trad eE1, such as the slave-trade and the traffic 

in pro~titute s . 

The me f'chant mus t b~~ very careful to be mora 1. He is 

cons t antly on the bat tlefie;Ld, engaged in continuous wa rfare , 

tr11ly a bloodless wa r, but 1not f ree of wounds , which may pierce the 

soul . 1\.varice and gr eed reind body and soul asunC.er. A merchant 

has o-pportunit!es for crooked \;Ork . Con~cience 'lJUSt be h i s gu ide. 

Relig ion ligh t s up the da r k pa ths of life . By reverence for God , 

c~~ love for rel!~ion , bus i ness will he purifi ed . 

•·e~ l th is the frui t of industr ious appl 1ca ti on in trade . 

~"ea lth becomes of val ue v.hen it i s used in Cod ' s wor k. To secure 

it , cha r .cter is developed - persev ~rence, i nsight, etc - It 

':ids men to d velop t.,_e povl1e r s of their sot ~ a nd tha t is t heir 

ul t imate ~oa l. Even t houc:b weal th is los t, t e chara cter, ac 

qui red in its acquis ition, rema i ns . WeaJth also creates l eis ure 

~~ culture . lts pos e sccr ca n r aise h i s children proper ly . 

tl ! is independent. He can freely s pea k h i s mind about just i ce and 

i n justice . d.e i ~ n ot. dependant on ,hP. O'.') :l 11 i on or f~v or of othe r s . 

Ifo need not bow hefor e grea t people . He c an be f r eA to f i ght 

1n1qui t y. He can also _disperse chari t y , and bring c.,eer t o unfortu

nate onP, S. Haprinesc can 'be cotten fro~ doing good d eeds unnotice

'lbly . •drnl th ts of va l '.le t o the com.muni ty . It ~ timu la te3 indus 

t r y and makes poss i ble progr ess . 

• 
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We are now inserting ~riedlander' s introduction to his 

Ge rman translat i on to Ecc les 1as tes. (Der Prediger) to which we have 

a lready referred in the pr"'vious chapter . The introduction is 

j~portant for it gives Friedll nder' s critical CCl'lce9tion of the 

Bible . 

DER PREnIGFR - AUS nE:P~ HEBR1\ISC!1EN von 

David Friedl;nder - Be r l in 1788 

Preface : 

Accord1n£ to t r adition , hccles1astes is asc ribed t o King 

Solol"1on , although he i s not men1Lioned by name in the book. Tradition 

i ~ less divided whethe r this hook belonGS amone the holy books, i.e. 

· he the r the auth or was divinely i nspired , wli en he wr ote 1 t , or 

::C' t . T1ier e was a ttme . hen som1e Ta L"'tudis t s t hought the latt e r was 

.... rue (Misb na E~oth Cup. 5 a. M. Jada!m Cap 3 . ) There wa3 even a 

1,e ~hen this book ~R J excluded fro~ the holy canon a nd they tried to 

ronceal 1t . The r easons ther efore a r e stat ed (1) becau~e the r e were 

c c1ntr adic tory s tatements in l t, ('L'racta t Shabhcth fl o1 30 ) . ( 2) Because 
11-1·"1 t 

t"le r e a re opinions exores:ed which may 1 ead t o hear sat\•(Trac tat 

•e can leav~ all the iJe h1:t.orical 1nvest1 r-atiors :ind doubts 

· ntouched . This much l R certa in; th:it it is one of the ea rly docu-

~ents wh ich we have re sc· 9d f r om the treasures of the Or ient, that 

jt~ conterits a r9 me~~1ngful , t hat i t contain ~ the expe riences of a 

creat man, and tha t f r om all a useful ap:l ica tion to the practic~l 

lifP. can be made. 

The essence of the whol e . ork i s t he reflections over the 
r 

v .• 1n stJ vine after rappiness and over r 1ghteousness of \iuman c1 rcum-

st..ancPQ . A tune of unity pervades the ent ire book fr om beginnln~ to 

erid , which proves beyond the shadow cf a d oubt tha t th~ rela ted 

.. 



experiences and reflect!ons were exoer19nc~ by the author • 

h lmse l~, and that they are not s trange obs erva tions, which he 

he has gathe red and c omplied. The probverbs which abound in the 

and which a r e the oldest oroduc t s of the human intellect, also 

nr ove the au thor ship of the man . The observations are made with 

practica l and intellec ual knowledge ard ta~en from average life. 

They a re t~ue.lly t i nged with me lancholy, -..:hich a t times i s qi ite 

do~inant . This makes t hem most 1nteres tin3 ; we hea r tha t a power

ful pr ince of t h e other world, in nossess ion of the greatest ea rth

l r happines~ , ohiloso,h izes over the pur 9ose of life and directs 

us t o fear of God , morality and good customs . A :i:>owerf1ll cause 

to t ~us t h i s experi enc es , and t o heed ~ i s al l. The aut hor did 

not lay do~n an exact plan . He traverses the w~ole pathway of 

human life an1 malrqs nume r ous obse rvations about it. He t hinks , 

teaches , expl ains , co~forts , _ives advice , contr~d1c"5 and 

improves h i~self. Al t"'ouch the ¥.h ole t.h 1n~ relates rut as3ociated 

ideas , s tll 1 the ilf.in thread 1- alviays evident &nd neve r l os t". 

Fro~ t~is viev ucint , the con tradic t ~ons a r e e&s ily expluined. 

T'1e nit nor is no dog"latlc, cold t e1'lc"' er, but a f1cry , vital sear c'ler 

uf t e r tT"Uth . Tt l s rntur al , s 1nce he i s a rf al s tudent, t o men

t i on ooa~...tllctvle1 points. Without mercy for his own system, he ory 
mentions all tendencies and i E not afra id of t he consequence. He 

g ives the story of his 1wn life and shows the t~o pe r sonalit i es 

strucB11ng within him. He expoeesEX.%h1s inner life. He l s not 

..i f riid t o th!~1k ::iloud . i. r.a t we s' ,ould heed , i .3 t'1e end, ::h ich is 

he result of h1s thoue~ts . "The r esul t of al1 r eflection is 

"Fe a r God , obey His co:nr.i~~dments - thi s i s thy desti:ly . '' 

The bent comment :irte c~ a r e ac:;f eed +.hat the preacher mu~t 

t hus bl":: justified ; :.nd no observant r eader wi ll deny t1'11s . 

It heccrae .~ evident from the preced i ng thut t •~u content 

and pl an cf this di!'fers f r om t.h:.i. t of other · scriptur al writings . 



'Jrlc dic tion !tsel~ al s e varies f rom other biblical , ~ven colltem

por a ry b i blical books . Certain ~ords , expresa1on,, phrases, a~ well 

ae r7..f.i~~ repetit i ons and ! uvor1te say1nss a r e the particular 

r r operty of this b cok and a~pear in no other. ThA book has9 therefore 9 

no kinship in rega r d to s t yle and d!ction, ,ur pos e anl content wi th 

'he r e s t of the bi b le. The trans latio~ of t he hook was made accord

ine to the co·l1J'l'lS'l t a r y of my immorta l teacher, Moses !.iende~ohn . 

He broucht t he Hebrew text to Berlin i n 1770 without the n~me of its 

~·1thor and hence was. unknown . V:i t h ~our exceptions I have heeded 

his explan~t1ons . ~'hat I could not inse r t in the text I have t ried 

to nut in th~ synopsis which precedes each chapter . This synops is 

srould be t~e t~read in the ~and of the reader in orde~ to fol low 

the ~ental pr oces ses of the author, which a t times appear labyr inthine. 

1 kn ow tha t becn133 I added much of the exnlanation of the commen

ta ry, the trans l a tion lost much of the oecu!.iarity of style of the 

~rt~inal. Por the x~ sake of clea rness I have sacrificed t~e 

author ' s form . The r eader wi l l find in t.he e"Planntion of our world 

wise l'!i~"'l , his noble manner, Y<h ic h consist s of sowine ·everywhere 

seeds of trut~ and moral ity , ~herever th~re i s roo~. 

Mendels.sohn ex9la1ns th <~ t he v.rote the commentary for the 

f f.I}.· e of his people . KKx I also have t hjs pur pose . My trans llltion 

· s meant on ly for my correl1e;ionista and if it attracts the atten

t, 10"1 of my peo!)le to t he , ruths1it contains , and "'lakes them reflect 

u,on the~ , my Joal 1o a ttained . i ho~0 that ~~ translet icn will 

c nr 1fy t he meaning and content of the book. hll the ~erit of t his 

rook I a ttribute to i:4ende1$ohn . He used all t.h o Jewish as we l 1 a s 

ncn-Je~ish sources and has taken the best and finest for his stream. 

!-.~ he says in his 1ntroduc ti on, " ~!nee our sages order us to acceot 

t. ru t "l f r om every man , therefore have I examined the co"!llTlentat: ies of 



, 
non-Is ,..aeli t es an:i when I found t ruth in them, I l"e ve acceptecl 

it and befot"8 God it i s holy for us ." Uende~ohn a ls o indicated 

in h i s introduction how t he text s hould be divided . In my trans

lation I hav'=' divided the text and' indicated t he divisions. 

\',hether in 1 t s present form, .c.cclesiastes can become in 

t he hands of sensible tea chers an instructive book , I tm:JrJI leave 

to the judement of c ompe t ent critic: . Of course, it needs no 

sayi ng tha t t his book i s not meant for young, untutored minds, nor 

to be read in the synagoeue be fore the masses e n bol~·._· days . 

(June 1788) 

* * * * * * * * * * * * 
" Vie are addlne a trnl"sla tion 0f Fr iedlander' s 1ntrodnct1on 

. . ' to hi s Ge rman prayerbook . ~ r1edlander exur esse s his conccotion of 

praver. )fJa.xS ~beral rel i gious thinkers to t~is day , can subs cribe 

to F?·1 ed1 ~nder ' s views a nd doctrines . 

IN"!'!lC"UCTI O? TO T 1V .NS J iiTICN OF P!\AYERBOOK38 

:!.vef7 virtuous "l'lUn, who cea !=' ·~1 es:--ly toils to i"Tlpr ove 

h m~e1~ w1 1 at times feel !~pelled to ~rai~P ~ i s soul to Gcd ~nd 

to force ht.n heart c .Jt to him. There is o,1l y one way t o r a1"3e on~' s 

soul to God , a :xi hha t i s by contem:->lating ho-.. h 1debted we and our 

fellow men a re t 0 God for the var ious happen ings of life . The 

man ~~o doe~ t~is w1 ~' fi nd it v~ry easy to r etrospect over his 

~ast l ~ re , to ncte his errors and avoid ~hem in t he future . Th is 

self-examination , w'11ch i s surely most diff i cult , \, 111 cause h im 

t o render over all the '..rut.hs ·."hich influence his l ife , arrl t c 1 earn 

to Ynow theM. £nd also fro~ t~i s celf- exnmination it will follo~ 

h f.\ t he will with true reve" ence , heed t he commandmen ts , which 

rel i ~i on and r eaaon ore3cribe f or his r eal ha~piness . 

Pr ayer i s a natu r al "1eed of every ·;1e ll-dis:10s ed heart , and 

i t z reali?.ation makes man happy . 

38 . Gebete der Juden auf das ganze J ._-~--~ ..... 1~n'7 ahr v on David Friedl:nder. 



Since it is true that at noments of our good fortune , we 

s'1ar e the joy -...1th our friends and at moments of our 

comfort and aollice in their srnpathy , it surely rnust be tME t h.at 

by confiding our jo~s and s orrows to God , we sha;ll find a still 

gr eater· ·1appiness ini a still greater sympathy. 

Since the well disposed man experiences joy in acknowledging 

gr atitude for having been the recipient of kind acts, and since 

the son cannot better manifest his gratitude to his father, or 

the friend to hi ::. friend , than when he strives t.o be worthy of this 

j o:r b~ eood c0nd11ct and decent deoortment , ther Etfore "?lBn mus t en-

j ov thi s bli~ 9 t o its h!ehest degree when moved by the &oodness and 

omniscience of his Creator, he peals out in songs of Thankse;iving and 

praises fo:r the eternal B"'ing, and attempts to :gai11 his mer cy 

by a life of noble deeds . 

The eoodness and wisdom of God are ~o evident in all 

crea tion that it is only the brutal and i nsensitive man who fa ils 

to be moved in contempl a ting God' s ~ ork . It l s not necessary to 

pt•ove rec ' s zoodnes'J thru ra tio!'al 1 ogle , or t o disc over ! t thru 

c~aseles~ toil , but S3~ the 0 sal'1'11st sing: "The heavens decl are 

the glory of God, etc. " 

Is it ::iosm ble th~ t :\n contP.mplating these maj e:;tic beau 

t1e~ of creation, mn~ can remain ca r efr ee and indiffe rent? Is 

it net r ather that :'l'lan tnru thi s grandeur, i s moved t o a higher 

life, ! s turned to a s ens e of hts du t i es and tasks? 

J\ t that moment , •. ~~"1 all t he surround inc objects demonstrate 

t o us t"le wisdom, the power and the goodness of the ~ternal Bein~, 

t hen we ma rvel that He cal led all thes e thin3::? in to being. His 

fatherly devotion ~kes a deep impress! on on us. Vi e gather our 

thouehts . Truly, divine feeli.ngs ma ster our hearts. ht that 



rno'l'l\eTit, we exa1 t. onrselvei:i wt t h ri1 ouA thou(hts 

d r awn nea r e r to God . Our m1nd purifies itself from e\'ery

Cu.r heart 1~ moved . Our" s oul r aises its elf n!) . We pray. The true 

orayer, r eason and will mu~t work i n harmony . Reason will give 

us t he correct c onception of the grea tness of the being to whom we 

oray . Th e v:il l vtil l caus 9 us t o e limdna te from our na :ninds the 

petty and pr ofane so t hat we \\ 111 be able to concentra te completely 

"" the work of the occas i on , c oMmun ion v1ith God . When r eason and will 

achiev e this ~lor1ous union of h ea rt a nd mind, th~n our pra,ver is 

exal,ed and insp ir·in~ . 

Cnly then con .·.e he acisured t ha t our prayer will be favora

ble t o God , b~cause only (then can pr ayer have definite and nenificent 

resul t s for men ) --t hen can pra~re r be e f f lcacious . 

Such prayer will l ead us to the unl i :"lited a ttr ibutes of God 

a nd ~roaden our c onceptions ove r them 

Prayer wi ll lead uE t o the c ont e!T'nl at i on of thi s guest i on . 

our de8tiny? For wh 'l t pitrpo..ie has God cr eo. t ed 11e? e will 

to perceive wha t thi s means--to bXecu te God ' s wi l l --to walk 

before Him, t o walk i~ Hi s ways 

~111 be pleasin~ to God . 

nd to lead one ' s l i fe so that i t 

We l earn, t o become w1se , to be virt uous, t o hav e con-

sideration , to deal f a irly , to for give the error s of our ne ighbor , 

to mal<e the bes t usf' of our power s and as f ar as i t i s possibl e , 

for hu~an be ings , to i mitate Goa . 

'1'hermzh ~uch ::an. ea rne :=; t and' devoted !)rayer , eve r y vi r tue , 

evP. r y noble person , every e~fort to practice coodness , brin8s new 

po~e r and added v i Gor . 

'l'he sinner wi ll be av1akened f r 0m hi s l etha rgy . :·:1th the 

tears of re~orse whi ch his eyes will pour forth , the r e s olve t o 

lead Rn e t h i cal 1 t fe and not ~r ie ld to temptl'l. ti on w1 l l for t ify i t self . 



Prayer will teach the happy and rich not only to enjo~ their good 

f ortune gratefully but also to pdt it to eood use. 
. 

P~ayer will soothe t he s t orm t n the mind of the unfortunate. 

lie will pour out his heart to God and feel comforted . The realiza

tion that his 1'lUffering comes fro'll a l oving and j ts t God will 

coMf ort him . His explicit f a ith in the providence of God and his 

own reflections Nill teach him that eve~ ~i s sufferings will .im 

t urn out for the best and tha t in this suffering lies the hope of 

hi3 future p~rfection, s ince a l l ~en are des tined for 1111"\crt ality 

and ete rnal harptness . 

Thus , prayer will make men hap py , full of confidence and 

courac;e in times of trouble, and full of hu."tlil1 ty a nd modesty in 

U me of s ucces s . So he wi 11 le am to rega r d his end with out fea r, 

confident tha t God i s watching ov er h i m. 

Tit h thi s r emark about the e f ficacy of ear nes t prayer and 

i ts wholeso~e re~ults on the di~,osition of man , I give to the 

public my German trans lation of the Pr ayers of the Jews for the 

entire vear. 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * ~ * * 
A LETTER TO l../'DY Vt"N n ER ~ECHE39 

• Friedla nder v rites a letter to an old frierrl of his , the 

Lady v on der Reche, in which he attacks t~ree publication s which 

h<-lve s landered th~ Jews . He ref'ers t o a transl.ition of Byron ' s 

~oems . In the i ntr oduction t he trans lat or v i l l if i es t he Jews • 
.. 

I n r errard t o the poemn, Friedle..,der .~a:s tha t Byr on may be a good 

poet , but as an i~~i tator of oriental poetry he i s a fail ur e . I n 

re~a rd to t he one w~o trans l a t ed the poemA, Friedl~nder cannot 

conce i v e how he, ~ho mal i cns J ews ca~ be an a post le of the r el igion 

cf l ovd . He s t a tes tha t in 12eo auch s entiments might ha~e been 

i n or der, hut in 1820 the y serve as a hoome r ang and r efl ect dis -

3 9 . Ein i e• dschre1ben an die 1''r au Kammee hl,rin von der Reche geb 
Gruben v . Medern. 



I' .c -~ 
credit only on the author. ·His .answer ··.to t.he translator 

f r om the new testament "one curse s us, so ~ e b less them, 

us -so we tole:-ate i t , One oopr es : e s us , s o we p r a y. "40 How dif-

fe rent the s entiment or thes e cleric s from t hos e of Jerusal~m, 

Spaldine and Teller. Many othe r s c onsistent ly preach hatred against 

t he Jews. No opportunity of insultinc the Jews is mis s ed. God 

be pra ised t hat it d oes not tlnflu.ence our noble f ellow <'it1zens. 

I n t h e " Life of i .v . Kotzebue " J ews a re a1 h>.c ka d. Jews l10wever, 

by l!vin3 upri~htly nP.ed not fea r demae;o~ues . Voi~b in h1s "L1fe 

of Professor Kraus " a l so s lings ~ud at t he Jew& Kr a us wa s a 

, ~ . -friend of }riedl ander. Vo i g t r&dic u les ?r i edlander. Voigt sa~s 

he douhts t ha t Kraus coul d tolera t e J'J·.vs , f o"' he said t hat Jews 

c ou ld :t:mxiuat%~1'JOI n ot become 5ood c !tiz enE, a~~ ~:~~t he could n ot 
.. 

ever. tolera te Friedl ander . ':e a lso c l aim€'d tha t KaPt t'1 ought 

Jews had no e;enius . Tr.l.> is 1!Tlp.:>ss1hl e f or Kan t always ad."Tl i red 

Sp i n oza . K·mt a lso ··1as a frie nd of Ua r cus ~P.r?.41 al"'ld admired 

~~ndefscnn . Her z dedi cat~d a book to Yant . ~ant also tBuaht .-
Ench191. T'1'3refor e , lie cculd not. !'la re said Jews h:ld no (:Cnius • 

.-
Fr i ddli.tnder who had known Kraus well says Voiet mis r ep-

!"esent.~ lCra,13 , Kraus ~ad no '1.ut'!"'}d f or J :ns . He was not t"le mem-

be r of an;r '=LH!'.!h , o:r:d tad al,"a,t.· t:ia inta.! red that his r;l~l.-icn 

was "worshio a!'ln cood c onduct ." 
.. 

Thus Friedlander ~t~0v~ ~v 

• 11,.,·r: a~icP, Lhe ~1{ .. nde.rous :.irro:.s ai~f>d at h i s ""~op le . 

40 . I Corinthian s Cha p 4 

41 . Marru s Herz l:as the husband of Henrie tta Herz a nd \',as one of 
t he cu ltural leaders of Berlin in Friedlander' s time . He 
wo.s

9 
an ex ponent o f Kan t , and al s o· an intirr.ate f rie nd of Men

del sohn . 

• 



" rtn die VeNba-61'• : Fl'o\ID6eund Schuler Jerusalem!s, Spald1ng1s • 

':'e 1l~r ' s He• ter' s und Toffler' s . 

Th i s ~a~phr9t anpear ed in ir~3 , a nd wa~ meant to reply to 

the effortE o ~ a sor•~ty ~hich had been organ ized to adva nce Chri a

, ~ani ty amon::; the Jews ."fhe intrcductlon t o 1 4.. was written by tt•e 

Philosopher, Krut:; , cf Lei!'Zi~ , 1:1 v:li ich he pointed out that -pro

~elyti sm wa R c ontrad1c tory to real Chris tianity. Fr iedlander 

acknowled3c~ the good intentions of the organi ~ation but hopes that 

its i nfluence1t o make Jews -nore interested in their own faith and 
I 

in ~ reformtng their s ervice . He asks them to Judge t he h i s tory of 

t~e Je~ s impartiaJly, and hopes that the s corn and r i dicule aimed at 

hispeo~le wilL soon cease . 
\ 

God, prov i dence end im~ortality--

these th r ee pr inc iples are the basi s of all r elielons . These 

and t~1-,j r concomita!"lt beliefs were t aught by Relmar us of Volfen-
, 

butt el f ame , by 3,ald i nG, J e r usalem, Tel ler, etc . , as .well a s by 

ol d Jewish tea cher s . i hen m£.n has attained the h igh es t moral 

st~~e , and a l l h i s d eeds a re i nfluenced b~ the~e bel i efs , th en ~e 

has acqu ired true r~li~i os ity. Jews 3nd Chri s tians agr eed on 

var1 t1e3 , but chur ch f a the r s and Ta1~1di£ts we r e o f the belief that 

human r ea son l s too weak to rave a vcice ir, the re l ir;icus aff airs. 

Reason was el i mina te4, and t~~n fa ith was pitted a gu lnst fa ith , 

and aut hority against authority , and war was on . 'fhe weaker par ty 

\'as overpov e r ed, but 11ot cnnv inced , and attained no higher s p1r1 t-

uol values . Peace i n the quarr e l came i n the las t half of the 

P.iehteenth c entury , r.o t bec~use of triumph , but because of chcn6e 

in Christia n church . There arose t wo ~o.rties 1~ the chur ch , 

~ be pa ~ty of supra - na tural i sm and the party of r a t i onal i sm. mhe 

Jews a r e in acreement with the latte r . The forme r believes that 

;,1r. ~ Old Te stament pr ophecies were fulfil l ed in the new and that 

fai th 1 eads to knowledge of Cod . The J ews a r e in agr eement with 



t h e Christian ratlon~lists . The Jews thus ca me closer to Gentllea, 

and 3 C~ 1red secular culture . The mor al teachings of Herder and 

Jerusa lem inspi r ed the J ewish youth . The difference bet ::cen the 

r::i t.1 onal istic Christian s and tr.e J ews i s about the mean s to estab-

lish the fundamental t eachings . But becau~ e of this difference of 

c~ln1on reaardi nc the solution , t har e should be no strife . "True 

re ligi on i s agr eed tha t men shoul d pr t. y t o t he c reator of ihe world 

sp i r ituc l ly ~nd t r u t nfu l ly . If you analyze t hi s glorious saying, 

i t means that the ~ orship of Go-. consis ts of good and noble thoughts , 

p1.1ri t y of conduct , love for all men of whatever cr eed or relig ion 

they 1lUY be and a striving t o a ;.t o. i n the ful l perfection of our 

spi ritual na tures . ~hy t hen should we emhitter our lives i n quarrel 

in~ over ceremonies and forms? "42 

Ll~e othe r r elieions , Judaism ~ad epochs o ~ Grcwth and decay , 

a nd t he recent trend in ,Juda1 ~m 1. ::; to tea r awo.y the old supe r s ti

t i ons , and t o dis sipate the clouds o!' darknes ~ . To attaJ .n t his a ll 

the abuses wh i ch "like rust h ide t he ~old of the e t e r nal verities", 

:nus t be ban ished from the s~rnagogue . tiebr e.1 must be su pi:lanted by 

~er113 n in e ementary instr uct i on a r.d a lso in rraye r s . r~·e must teach 

fu ndament a ls of Judai sm 1n s chool s , und expr~s3 them beautiful ly in 

Svna~oguee . "You r des tiny on earth , Oman , i s a pe rpetual str i v ing 

ar.d s trueglins ac~ ins t des i r es , inclinitions and pass i ons . Pr actice 

th~ use of f r eedom, and a im ~c mas t er a ll the ne . Do y0u ~ant to 

spr ead happiness and chP~ r ove r ycur whole life? Then be trustful , 

honP9 t and just , and le~r~ to fo r ego some ihings and t o sar rif ice 

~r o11y. •, eJf f o r your feJl o·H men . Th P. more your pr actice v irtue, the 

sooner will you hegin to t as t e of thut bl i s s Nhich awaits you in 

~ t e rnity"43 T~ is 1::; ihl') e~:--ence of the J"wish re ligi on , and acco;.intE 

42 . Ri t ter's Ues ch ichte etc . p . 161 

43 . Ib id p. 162. 



4 for it having been and still being a source of co1lfort to its 

dev otees. Every positive religion mus t subscribe to these truths, 

an d in t he deg~ee to ~hich it a pproaches or moves away from the~e 

trut hs, doess i t bec ome be tter or \\Orse . All relig i on s 

leGislate~ for contemporaries and for c onditions pr evailing in 

t heir own times. T~e ceremonies are d1te to temporary needs. The 

trut h may become hidden becaus~ of meanlngle~ s ceremonies . Ther e 

fore, rel i e ion must no~ be freed of a r.t!qulted cus toms . Jewish 

fa the rs "who wish to brine about r eason and eo~ science , true reli-

gion and virtue, desire th1 ~ change n0t only to devel~p their spir-

1 t. ual powers thru temple service and worfh ip , but also throuuh this 

t r ansformati cn to ~e abl e t o s erve t he ir country more effectively , 

t o create nev. l ove for their fellcw cjtizens , and t o show the~selves 

worthy of a l 1 s ociety, of which they a r e an integral part . "44 

• Bestdes theoe essays , Fri edlande r c ontr i buted ~uch to the 

Berl !~er ~onatschrift , t he organ of t he i~ ~0llectua ls of Berlin . Re 
.. 

a ls o wrot e a seri~s of letters t o t,e Z~ it qchrift fur d i e ~ i csenshaft 

der Judenthuma , w1:t1ch was i:>tt't'lis hed by t he V~re in fur Cultur and 

"1sse~~cha ft d P.r J udan . 7.unz was its editor . 

The s e Je tters deri ct t he beauttes of the s criotures . They 

qe rve as a pref~ce t o a trans l~ ti on of t he s i xt, and seven t h chap-
• 

t~re of : 1cab, which F" i edlander dramat zes very e ffectivel y . 

Fri edlander c la i~ that. M!.cah was t he t; r eat es t ccn t e:n:gorar y of I sa i ah 
orat.ora 

and t he f i ne s t o,.... .... amo,..,.:; the ppoph~ts . I n t he a rt of poe tic des ert p -

tion , ln t h A :o~" er tc r on s e the hea r t to pi ous exa t a t ion , ~u cah 

almost a ttains the he1 ght s of Isa 1ah . • r riedlander t hen proce eds to 

express h i s religious ide~s and hi~ bel i e f th~ t not on l y is r ef orm 

in J udaism i mpe r at ive , but t hat it is elso inevjtable . No matter 

44 1b1d P. 163 



.· 
what he i s discus s1 ne, he always reverts to t he ma$ter pass! on of 

his life , the rec ons truction of ~ewish ceremonia~ Even in his per-

~ onal correspond ence , do we find evidences of his ideas on reform. 

r.udwig Gei[!er has pr eserved for us a s eries cf s ix. let.tars of Fried

l ande r to a fr iend Me··er Eger of Glog~u . These letters are cam-.. 
phor ha 11 s of Fr:t ed. lander ' s ideas . In ever y one , do tJe fi nd references 

e!ther to t he need of a revised school curriculum or the want of 

decor um in t he synagoeue or the absence of a r a tional f ai th among 
• the Jews . Friedlander was a proI1f1c wr iter. He wrote nothing that 

is i~~ortal , but h i s wr1~1ngs helped propag~te t hese i deas which 

made libe r al Juda i sm po.3sibl e . Hi s ~en was i ncessantly occupied in 

t~e c~use re Joved so dear ly , the pol itical and religi cus emancipa

t ior. of the Jews of Prus s 1a. Wa rricr s b r eak ?hackle s wi th the 

• tJword , hut I'ried lander rent t hem asunder wi th the pen , a nd i s not 

~he pen mightier than the s word? 



CHAPTER VII 

TBB SEJIDSCHREIBD TO TBLLBR 

Th• JaOet epect.ular and moat. a1eunderetood act ot )'rled• 
• • lander's lite was the •sendschrelben on Seine Bochwurden Berm 

Oberconsistor1alrath and Probst Teller zu Berlin von einigen 
• • Hawsvatern jw1tschea Religion,• which appeared in Berlin in abOD~ 

1'799. It was written anonpoual7, but. 1t.• author wa• well lmftft 

• to allrDavid Friedlander. The bouaetat.hers,wbo prea...abl7 aeao-

ciated with hla, were rew, and probabl7 comprised b1a bmledlate 

r .. il7 circle, tho Itz1••• Bendixes and perhaps al•o, Lazal"WI Ben 

David. Tb~ letter •a• ~ent to Teller, a tree-thinking eccles1aattc, 

who during the reign ot Precterick the Great, held btgb the stand

ard of Mt.lonall .. , and even 1n the piet1at1c •••e which tollosed, 

retained tll"tl to b1s DC?t.ions. It. contained a proposal tor t.be 

•rging ot Ju4a1•• and Cbri•t.lanit7. Tb• Jewilb eer-onial law 

was cset.rlmeni.al to •p1rit.ual progre~a, aDll tbe Cbrla\1.ua •"'9r· 

•~i~io~a ~OglMI&& D~•&-80. rel1g1oua pro11eaa. It the Jews ••re t.o 

aboli•h oereaonial law, and the Christ.lane were t.o abollab arobaic 

pagan dogma, both religions could •et. For Jews euch a atep 

would be part.icularl7 advantageoua aa it would liberate them 

polit1call7, aoctall7 and econoa1.call7, and the7 would be able 

to develop their P°"tra to the highest possible degree. A trans

lation ot tbe aoat important parts of tne Sendachreiben ioll01Ja: 

TEXT: 120 Epistle to Corinthians Chap 13 - V 10-11 

" Senclacbreiben an Seine Hochwurden Herrn Oberconalstortalrath 

und Probst Teller zu Berlin von einigen HausYa\el'l'l ~:.Si•cbea 

Religion - Berlin 1199--

Synopals or Senclscbrelben 

It opens •1th a reqaeat for advice about Teller's religion. 



We a re bor n of Jewish parentabe and were raised in the 

Jewis\i faith . 011r educa t ion "I.as like ~h::. t of the r est of our 

co>nrades . Vie learned 'l'almud and the Jible. Our religion was full 

of mysticism. ~he contras t be tween the Wa'ld of our books and 

t he ~orlcl as it i s was so ~rrat as to make us skeotics . The cere-- . 

monia l laws were careful ly obs erved in t he hous es of our parents. 

Thes e cus to11s · e s t r an ged u s f r om normal life . Th8f accompl!sh-,d 

n othin~ eY.cept to Muke us t i mi d ~hen pract1cin~ them before stran-

gers. 

tie ,who have studiell s ecular and sc lent.if ic knowledge, 

ma t n a in mys tica l r el i [ 1on has a de trimen t a l effect on t~e spirit 

5 of t he you~l I t stultifies tnt e l l c tual development. Youth should 

be taught i n dea r l anguage o~J y t hos e funda~entals 'laln~n t o all . 

Thi s nttitude 19 generally correct . Powever the s oul of youth 

need ~ an incentive . It i s true ~hat mys ti cal t a les , super s t i ti ous 

6 ceremonial s and mys tericus dogmae wi l l tend t o l ame the soul and 
reversed 

make out of t he ~n tritual man a slave or ma ch i ne . But a BJl~ 

llrl educa tiona l nrocesJ will net have the r;lorious and des1 r ab.le 

r esult . Me n broueht u n " '1 t hout thi s mys ti cal and r e l 1£;1ous . 

el em~nt have not f orc'.:;ed ahead ond been rr. .. nlfes tly su:>e r 1C'lr . .n i-- appy 

:ned i um mus t be found between the tw o ex tromes •10 th a t men 1'1lhued 

v. 1t h moral fi r e will· be produced . 

In Judaism th r e i s les s ;nys tici sm than i n ot he r r eligi ons . 

Its doc t,..i ne::; a r e more co'Tlpre'1n-r ~ !.ble . 'fl-e Je,,. s'1 C"tl th i s hemmed 

1n by laws whi ch r vuulu t e hi ~ whole l ife . The• e are ~os i' ive 

and aega t1ve duties . Posi tiv~ duties rob him of his time and 

r.~Bat ive du 1es r e"' tric t him from 111c1 ul~ir.g in a nor fl'!a._ citizen ' s 

l fe . : ome t i mes under tuch handica pped ci rcumstances , a ~eni 1~ 

devel ops - P.~endel$S ohn . 



According to Mel"delssohn the state s hould re3ard ever;y 

human being as a son of God, created in His image. So favored, 

the number of enlightened youth would increase. If Jewish youth 

brought up in mysticism of their faith, were to enjoy full e~~~!!~7, 

a great spiritual advance would occur in them. Thei r whole mode of 

f ght- would under go ~ransformation . They will r ise from the s lave ry 

of the spiri t t o c omplete fre~do~ . In a state like Pruss ia such 

f r eed <':':'! 1•r,.i r=1 result in gr eat spiritua l act ivity. This sudden 

c~~~ge may have bad. r esults . Yout~ may d isca r d kernel and shell; 

his discus t for old ce remonies :nay lead to saepticis~ an4 cyn ic ism. 

The truth which was gar bed i n myst ic i s"Tl , he may dis ca rd becaus e of 

it~ garo . 

A ha ;;:>::i i e r fate befell u s . When we came in contact with 

modern idea~ , we associated with noble , high-~inded men ana were 

not d r iven to irre l igiosity . Our youthful enthusiasm for cur 

15 r el i g i on has not been damoenea . ' e have r et a inea it , but only 

f or the es s entia l s of ou r religio~ , t o which we will cl ine to the 

end of our days . 

~:e have ponder ed ovar OU"' r el i51ous concerts , and we r,a·.;e 

arrived at our conll l usion . Thece co11prise the ho.sis of our re l i

gious life ; they are funda ·nunt a l and for u~ j ndes t r uctible , unles s 

t ri0re 1 s a r evolution i n our t.°l'linl{ i ng me thod . 

We ha ve n o qualms _n a nnounc ing tha t in om· examina tion 

o~ reli ~ i ous systems and espec1al ly the fundamental s of Mo!Ris~, 

we were motiv&ted by one othe r inler AAt . The pol i tical c ondition 

of t he Jews in Europe was a contr:lbuting f actor i n our re'f~ec tion . 

The terrible bur dens they bear, their ~xclus i on f r o!"l all branches 

of a rt a nd civ i c endeav or; their ~xclu~icm f:-o!"l land owne rsr- ~::> 

and agriculture; and ahove all the c on empt and s c orn with which 



Jewe ar~ regarded, truly hurt and embittered us. 

1s due not cnly to the religious hatred of Christians , but must also 

be ascribed to our ceremonial law . So!'lle of the ceremonial laws are 

1 7 re~uls1ve and reactionary . Separ a tism, niude imperative the intoler

~nce , which bas made a chanBe in conditions al~ost impossible . 

10 ~~erefore we were led to examine the pure es sentials cf the Mosa ic 

r e lie1on. 

19 The pillars of ~oral1ty and happines s are: 

1. tt true acknowledge~ent of God and r1 ~ eternal attributes , 

ei...t 2. an adrtission of ~ur j~~ortal1ty R~d life in another world . 

3 . a c onsc1ou~ness of our duties to our fellowmen - these princi

nles have iiot been the property of an7 perticul ar peo,te , but in 

~ll time s and in a ll lands, the wise men by ~xerci ~e of t~ e1r reason, 

~ave come to t~ese conclu!jons. These truths have become the basis 

of all rel1~1 ous sys tems. Every creed and sect must bu~ld .. 1th 

t~~se pr 1nc1?les as their founda tion stones . 

22 The f undamentals of a ll rel1Gicr.~ can thus be s u1!\TTled up : 

I Thore 1~ a God wh o 1~ Pt~rnR l and on~, t he creator a nd 

Jude~ of the world . 

II The s oul of '118n is incorporeal and can rleve lop t o zrest 
great spiritual beauty. 

III The destiny of man in this worl d l s to strive after 
gree ter self-realization and thus acq uire happi nes 3 . 
This happ1ness · c: nnot h~ att a ined without lofty 
purpo~e~ and coed deeds . 

IV The soul of :lW.n i s !~mortal 

V God created Ma n to nmke hi~ happy 

25 The se great r e l igious t r uths furnished t o us by reason, 

a re substantiated by the OJd Testament teachinbs . Uoses taught 

~ure religion w1thout idolatr~ e r superatition . Among no other 

nation do we find the s e teach1ngs so pure a nd unta inted. Moses 

found I s rael in oppression a nd miser7 in the depths of slavery, 



BC not responsive to any re1Je1m:t!'i truth. He freed t!:tem and tried to 

weld them into a self-sufficient nation a nd fired them anew with 

religious ferver. The history of that people is unique among 

nations. Its influence on civilization ha s been the greatest. 

2A 
Moses n ot only wanted t o f r ee his people and restor e to 

t hem the pure r eliGion of t he ir desert ancestors, but he also de-

Sry sired to make f rom t~ese s l aves a people of God. Bi s nation !bould 

t r easure rel i gion in a ll its purity, tea ch it unceasingly and 

oreach it througho~t its life. Could he do it? Hi s teachings 

were. prolound and s piritual , unC.e!'s t andable by the most sensitive 

and spiritual na tures. The ~eople , he had freed were not yet 

r eady t o underatand th~se fine r el ieious truths . Moses almost saw 

~ 1B whole pla n shipwrecked at the s tart when h i s people be5an to 

2 8 make idols ana worQhip them. Moses then resolves to try a new 

method to realize his pl an. Th~refore , J oses instituted t he 

ceremonial law . The ceremonies were to be symbol s of the gr eat 

r e l i gious tru t hs and thru t hem t he fine spiri t and teachinss could 

be hrouzht home to the people. If t he ceremonies fail t o s pread 

the se teaehings , they.~ust be abolished . They were only a means 

2 9 t o the end. I f the end is no longer t o be a ttained, the ~eans ~ 

bec ome no means and hence a r e va lueless . And accord ing to thi s 

policy , Mos es made Gr j tn his syster.i, not creator and possessor 

of a l l , but t he gua rQ!an a nd a lly of t he na tion, its emancipa t or, 

l eader and f ounder. State and rel i e i on were not s epa r a t ed , but 

one , not all 1.~d , but in"l i.v i s'lb.ble . Thus every c i V.il dut y became 

God ' s s ervice. The . ce remonies were t he she l l wherein were hidden 

the ker ne l of t~e t rue r el i gi ous teachines .~ The wi sdom of Moses 

i s very evident i n the laws he i nstituted in God ' s name , each one 

of wrich served a pur pose in h i s ti~e . The written l aws were few, 

t he oral la~s wer e taught by trad i tion and handed down. The laws, 

x 



81 t'1crefore , were c oostant ly changeci and modifJ.ed so no one could 

contradict the teacher. There was nothing tc prove that he was 

wrone as there were no written documents. 

11 If one sc"'lool afflr11s a law about ceremonies which anottler denies, 

so both pronouncements are the words of the living God" ls a state

ment found in Talmud which 1nn 1cates the flutdity and fle""Cibility 

of these ri ti..w l J awc:i. The lawmakers could 1 e1e1sla te to mel!t 

· .'l conditions of the time in which they lived and were not bound 

by iron-clad, rigid stat11tes. Even rost-bl bl.1 cal v. r1 ters made 

all~ances f or chances , for the laws were cornstantly being altered 

to meet new condi tions . 

33 After the destruction of the Temple, the laws were set 

in writing. This aet t hey called a destruction of the laws. "There 

is a time v.hen for the sake of God , the laws must be destr oyed" 

(P~al~sl T~~ laws became fixed and lost that• usefulnes s. Th~ 

)1 customs a. re t he bod:, whose soul i s pure rel tgl on. If the s oul has 

f led, cf what use ls t he carcass'? The buttex~fly has c;one and the 

empty cocooon is l~ft. This holds r;ood, we t>elieve, of all cere-

;: 4 moni~s. The prophet s denounced the ceremon1.a1l law. Their work was 

in v a in. I saiah admitted "Th~ hea rt of t~e pec~le is deadened , deaf 

t he eor, b lind the eye, so tha t it neither s~e s nor hears , retro-

35 sp"cts, repents, nor returns." In later t1me1s condi tions became 

bllSIZ worse. The peopl e , ~at te red through cu . the . world , with out 

o. pe r manent ahode , without civil r ulers , v:ithlout spir-itual leaders 

finally lozt :.11 se.1se of cu J tur al values and. al l awarene!is for 

h igher values, w.hlch were the origin of th~ eiarl ier r eligion . 1:n 

37 their place, the ceremonia l laws were scrupulously observed. The beau

t ifUl ztruc ture of their r eligion was dest""uy·ed and the only 

things whi ch had b _,,, en s aved from the ·?reckage were the ritual laws . 

If t hei r spirit::l had no t been so crPshed and t heir soul l amed , 



82 
they would have learned to g ive their r1 tes !..r. other lands. To 

38 this clinging to observances there was added the idea of a Messiah. 

which add~d to their cultural bankruptcy. This idea arose early 

from misinterpr~tations of the prophets. People assumed ~hat the 

39 

4 0 

prophetic idea of the milleniu.~ meant a retul'Il to Jerusalem, 

restoration of the be~ple and ritualistic service . Therefore , the 

observance of laws was import ar-t for two reasons. First by 

adhertnz to them Je'Ewere t o ga in as a reward a re turn to Jerusalem, 

and ~econc on returning to Jerusalem they would be able to restore 

a ll the old cust0ms. All Je~1sh thoughts became centered. in 

hope cf the ~~ess1ah . Their teachers made laws more severe and 

thus widened the chasm sepo rating them from other peoples. 

The more arduous the laws, the greater was the reward to be . 

This led to p1lpul i sm and many intrica te and minute observances , 

which tended to destroy the rationality of the people . 

This destre for Jerusalem and the coming of the Mes3 iah 

4J found expression in the prayer s . Or1B1nally· tb• Jewa~ ,ad no 

12 

prayers nor doxol ogies . Animal and other sacrifices were ra ed in 

their stead . '.',hen the state was destroyed and v.hen tlie Jews were 

scattered among other nation~ a new form cf worshi9 h ad to be 
were . and 

instituted. Prayers written, are in part taken from the scriptures 

and in part tlie c rlginal works of auth ors - a ll were suffus~~ ,1th 

t~e desire cf a r etur. to J~rusalem and a r P.stored T~mple service. 

All the praye r :=: ST.acked of s l avery of met. pleading for freedom . 

Tr ase prn:re r s were cor r•Jpted throur:;h the centuries, becoming more 

and mor e 1TJys t ic and obs curing the pure essence of Juda ism . The 

l anguuGe used t o express the£e pruyers is i nsulting t o the ea r 

and defies all rules of gr Frnunar and 1. o~ c. A l a r ge part of •: . .; 

:'}Ople under s t ands t hem nc ' ... -.t a l l , and t h i s is f 0 tunate, inasmuc h 

ae the ~rayers ~xert neither a good nor a bad i nf l uence. 



c- 44 This bas been a synopsis cf . the history of the external 

re1 1e1on of our as sociate~ tn the pas t centuries. In those c!a71 

of ba r bar ism t ne ~1tuation of the Christ i an church •ks no better. 

A. de"'!' dar knes s enveloped a l l ; a!'ld the yoke of superstitut1on hung 

heavily on the reason of men . One wanders thru centuries in <pest 

of virtue , i n v~in . Barba r 6us customs and f antistic notions pre 

va iled , and nowhere ~az a str and of human1ta r1ar.1sm evident . True ta 

, ~a rntnr ~~"\ disap,~ared . A t;rovell ir.~ scholastic1sm 'lad r epladed 

1 t. Text books , spe•ches , church pr;J.yer s , a 11 bear the evidences 

of cr i p,led int ellects. Qeneral izi ~J the hiotory of the period, 

45 we can s&y that Chrl~tianlty in those days had s unk t o a lowe~ l evel 

than Judaism. Af t er a lone night, tl1e day f5na l11 broke , and love 

for beauty and truth wa s aw~ lfer.ed . Since the Reformation , protest

ant Christerdom has made €i3antic f o rward s teps , while our corre-

• 

1f\ 11~1on1sts due to a thcusar.d handica~· i crul d not follow . The f or ward 

':!<..rch of C'1r 1s t1an1t:r h.elped Jews . .:1nce vic i ous physici l perse 

cutions ~ave ceased ~me Jews have equaled C~ri s t1 ~ns in menLality 

and spiri tual i t y. A~ ~ovP.rnmonts be came mor e charitap_e in th~ir 

dea~ ings with Je-...s .._~,. !1t:;ht which awoke the ch urch , has a l so d l ss i -

pa ted the mi s t in the J>J n...L30..;1Jc . i\r. enl izhtenea (;hri _ tian s he£an 

to evaltw te pr cperly Ca t holic Sn:'lto:":s , so e. , "'~ht.en~d .Jews be~an t o 

."'val11~ te ,ror-"' r l y JP.v•1si1 "er~ncnlal and ritua l 1<'71S . 

Wht' t ever detra cts from t~c value of t".~ ees"3n ~ ! r.1:: 0f r~ligion , 

te~oc...s the 11 : '11 , or har ""l:: +. rue mora lity, i s t c t he th!r.kin~ men in 

•• 11 crePds und sects no ' o!ll,,1· unn "}Ce!:J~r;. r:,r tiut also most detriment a l. 

C'!", t, h 0 cne l1and Chri s tians t-mv"" the advantar:e of tbe h igher educa -

iona 1nst1.tut i ona end of t~e f a c t t ha t t heir customs do not enter 

47 nto act i~e bus iness Lro~sacticns as do the Jewish ceremonial laws ; 

7et on the other hand the Jews h~ve the adv~r.tage that the dog~as 

o!' the ir relic;ion need n ot be submitt ed aca in t .:> '..he ref inlne cruci'ble 
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B4 as the doors have already been removed. 

We openly admit tr~t the minute ritua l r eeulat ions 

no meaninc for 'lS , but are unnecessary a~d harmful in!3 ofar as they 

tend t o f or ce inter est away f r om t he r eligious ideal. But cutside 

of the f a c t that they a r e not suitable for this age, they produce 
.. 

no dete imental consequences in l i fe . Much more danger ous is the 

adherence t o superstittbus doctrines which degaade the intellect 
mora l 1 t7 

and weaken mllllXa~iS7x False concepts are more d~ngerous to society 

4F than outworn ceremonial s . The f alse doct rine of fatal ism undermines 

t~e foundation of morality . Fal~ e teachings 9pieon the wells of convic 

t ion from which arise all mora l ?ractices. The Jews must purify 

their ritual and ceremonies , but th~ Christjans must purify t heir 

dozmas and doctrines. If in soi te of this tremendous 3~ 1r1tua l 

adva ntage , the Jews have l am;en behind the C~r is t1ans , i t i s to 

be a ttributed to the political and economi a disabilities , from 

r.b i ch the J ew ha8 suffered . Time has broueht about al! exchanze .of 

ideas amon~ both rel!gions . They, whom theolo~ie~ a nd cust o~s 

~av~ ~ eparated for year s , as oceuns and hills sep~rate men, are 

now aporoaching each other . The greatest vi c tory for th~ Jews 

has been the banishment of t he desire o:' a r e turn to Pales tine 

fro!:'l the ir hearts , "1en r eason dispel led the Messiah notion 
. 

aR chimerical . ~mong the ma j ority of Jews in German~ , France and 

Hol l and this not ion firls ~c eupport . The second £reat advar.tage 

fo r the Jews ha s been the x cultu r al educat i on of their childr en . 

Cer man i s liecominc; 0u r vernacular and .Jew i sh youths are r apidly 

retns taught c omnlete ly frcm .. Te'.'li:;h text \:looks . The J ewish 

rel 1eicu€ s ervice · has not ye t been r e f ormed , but the chenge there . 
is ~o5t imperative . 

~hy mould not our teachers make access i ble to 9osterity 

the glorious t r u t hs of Jewish l itera ture? You , my dear sir , know 



85 well Ulat. \be P•t.ateaob. t.b• hol.7 poet.a &114 propb9\89 ..., ...

(,~~ 
ot t.be 'l'alW. •tMlallJ Ma1llOD14ea (~ 111•t• la ball\ apea 

iO tJae et.hlo• ot Al'1atot-le) oon1,a1n a wtta.uAl 01 -t.erlal.9 oat. ~ *1eb 

great llONl t.eaohlnga o• be t.augtat.. •• adldt. \bat. t.ba J- la 

spit• of our a4Yanoea. are tar bebln4 th• Chrlatiana la Nprd to 

51 the 4nelo.-mt, of eplrlt•l pmera &114 1D reprcl t.o t.be lm•leclp 

ot aolenoe,(..,.eot.a •• bope t.o r•eclJ) b1lt. not. la repl'd t.o Mral.1\,.. 

On tbe ladder ot llOr&l aohln-.it.a t.b• Jewa ba•• gone hl&b•r u.a 

•DJ' other people. The Jna • aooorcUng to t.be •••e• • are an 1-oral 

52 group. It. 1• t.1- that. tba\ tal•• concept be erad.lcated. ••rr 
relSgion t.b1nka t.bat it.a lnat.lt.ut.lon la 110at. bl•••e4 an4 that. tb• 

beat ... -.. ... ot ot.ber falt.b• are lnterlor to tbe beat ln lt• toI4. 

OnlJ, blato17 am experl•no• •111 t.eaob t.be tallao1 of t.bla .1... Wh• 

men ba•• .... ad•ant.aaea t.b•J proaper. When 1nbab1tanta ot a cer

tain at.ate torp abea4 or otber at.at.ea, .J••a or tbat at.at.• wlll lao 

d11tingulab t.b ... •l•••· 

56 

You bope t.o 4•gra4• ua bJ t.&8..:!ltbet. Jn. •• feel t.h• oon

t.•pt &114 acorn Wblob tbl• bTqllablo,_.word engen4era, but ab°" ua a ~ 

people wblob la more •lrt.aoua an4 aoral tbaa the .J•i Which people 

1• aore· obarltable! Where la paternal an4 t111al affeot.lon, -t.rl

monial talt.btulneae aore 4eepl7 1llbeclcle4! Where are t.be aacr1t1cea 

tor tbe ••ltare or otb\. re aore frequent.! 1Jbere 11 t.b.e aore 110ral 

nation -ODg Wbom murder, robbel"J, an4 aeaaeination are leaa freqgent! 
. / 

Aaong •bat. mt.tone are cor~t. aeml practleea l••• treqant.t 

We 4-n4 an anPer tor t.be•• queat.lane, lr •• are t.o be cont.ra41ct.e4 

in tbe •l•• tbat. t.be t.be J .. le aor• 110ral than other peoplea. 

· 56 You accue the Jewa or bribe17, trau4 and. ueurr.. Who ga•e Jail 

the right t.o oaat. aoorntul glances upon t.be fraudulent Jew1? Re

a .. ber it la not t.be Jewlah rellglon •bioh co ... n41 tbeee •ioea. 



Yoa l•shl•W.. 11ho prnat.e4 t.b• Jft trcm -lna tB eallllllMJll.q• 

agrtcnalt. .... ao aelWlell b1a tram tb• p114• &1111 wbo totet.94.,.. 

bill maJut. t.a••• 7°'l are N•t1Gn•io.1.e 1or " .. preyaJ.•&&'-• or ...-. 
5'7 ooa·rt&t1t. praoa.~••• ..a•iag t.ue .,.... Tum, go aJ.•o --a t.M pet.tJ7 

t1'94era, .... tne \belr ••lgbt.e, wltneea their oheat.t.ng alM'l \bell 

5 8 being Sllpart.tal, J11dge, ocmMmt t.be J• It trtatb permit.a. 

We do not. tnten4 \O def'end. tbe YUlpr aaonget. tbe l•a, 

bat •• do d-1111 t.bat. 7CN dltterat.lat.e bet.ween the wlpr ---a 
tbe l•• ae 709 dttre .... 11a .. bet•Hn tb• 'ftlpr of t.be Gm-tat.taaa. 

To retarn to OU1"' argument, alt.ho •r rlt.aal la•• •1 lalnler u 

ln ••lt ctnelo.-nt, 79t. tb97 would not bln4•r u tr• tb• pertora-
. 

59 ancc of o1Yll 4at.lea, ••re tb97 upeot.94 ot u. Tb• aoqulelt.lon 

ot Cl'Yll rlpt.8 le ln ocmplet.e aooord with the lloeato a7at.•, 
~ 

and 1J turt.belWDN bt'1i1i: ••••ntlal t.bat •• be enabled a1 eoon ae 
.I 

poaalble to aaa1111e \lie 4utl•• ailcl obllgatlona ot alt.lsenablp. 

Tb• clut.J or ••lf-preae...-at.lon and euatalnlng on•'• taall7 oauee 

ut to lODC tor 01Yll -..olpat.lon. 'te hope t.o enhance the 

oppartunltl•• or poat.erlt7, to gl•• t.bea a1.1 poaal bl• obanc• to -60 dnelop tbelr t.alent.a and abllltl•• and to •n tb-•1• .. baPPT• 

Thi• la not poaalbl• to4a7 beoau•• tb• Jn ob-

atl"1cted b7 legal reetl'lotlou • Theref'ore lt. ta 1aperatlYe that 

we rld OQl'lel••• or th• burdma•Glle 701re ot oe1'911on1alaand ritual 

lawa, wboae abolltlon .toaea hlmelt would adyocate were be ll•lng 

61 toda7. Slnoe th• wlaclcm and. dut7 d ... 114 tbe abolltlon of tb• 

oernonlal law, 1'hJ do 7ou hesitate to declare that these lawa 

can no longer bln4 7ou, that JOU are read7 gi•• up the rellglon 
an4 . 

ot 7our rathera to becGlle ChrlatlanaT 

That la mot.17 wb7, dear trlend, that •• approach 7ou 

tor couneel and &4•1oe. 

•• -•t adlllt tbat t.bere 1• a 41tterence bet••• gl•lng 



~ ... · 
9 up ~-\Nl .. 1111•.~• abellab oerlil•lal iaw.. - -•lililBF 

62 to Cbrtet.laal t.7. 
. 

~ t.beN ba•• bem -7 of •r oorrelt1loale'8 Wlie Yd•• 

t.arll7 p•• •P Jadal•, or wbat. t.be7 t.bCNgbt. wu JWlalaa, ... •eat 
• r~ 

ewer t.o Cbrlat.lualt.7• •• do not. care t.o J1141•·" Peelblp aDll ••t.1• 

Mat.• woal4 ea•• u, perbape, t.o pertert. Jut.lee. Sam mq llaYe 

deaert.e4 Jadal• an4 embNoed Chrlat.lanlt.7 alaoere17. OU.N •· 

4oubt.e417 ~rlt.&oall7 "" bap\laed tor t.b• aalrt of' t.be .......... 

65 1ootal am pollt.loal, bapt.l• .... poa1lble. •• 4o Dot. oare t.o 

Jucl&e t.bea, but. t.b•lr ..-llPl• •• oaaaot. ...alat.e. •• do Dot. tollC19 . 
t.b• Dot. beeauae ot tear or oar reput.at.lon, aor ot tear trcm per• 

••••t.loa of' oar tell•-.1•••• trcm •b• •• •GDld wlt.btraw, tor n• 

lf ocmwerhd, •• aboal4 at.111 11017 1D oar t..S.17 t.1•• an4 ..-Sa 

lopl t.o tboe• Nlat.l••a wbo 414 aot. toll• u. 

•• ba•• endea•ored t.o t1114 out. t.be eeaent.lala of all 
• 

rellglone, all4 ba•• learaed that. t.be8• are toand in t.b• religion 

of ao.ea. !'beae t'Wld••Dt.ala wblob •• ••bacrlbe t.o, •• •ball 
... eel 

cont.Ima• t.o nbaorlbe,.torner. OU... oODYeralon 1• eoD4lt.1on GD t.be 

aeoept.ab111~ of t.beH fvnd-.at.ala t.o t.be repreaeat.at.lw of' 

66 Cbrbt.lanlt.~. There 19 at.Ill one other oandlt.lcm upon whlob •• 

-t. f.neiet.. We -t. dtet.lnplillb bet.•- rat.1,,_ Vermmtt.•-•it.e~ 
and hlet.orleal ( .. aebleht.ewabrbelt.en) t.nt.ba . RatlGDal tr11t.b8 are 

eat.abllebed - nldmo• aD4 hlet.orloal t.rut.ba ~ ralth. Bat.toml 

trut.ba are penmneat. aa4 nerlut.lDg. Th•T aboW.d not. be aooep\94 

67 on aut.borlt.7.• Uuoat.lon MNlT 1t.laulat.e1 t.boagbt., Which •111 

on it.a Olm lnltlat.1•• oOM to reoognla• t.b••• permanent. and a 

et.ernal ••r1t.1ea. Blet.orleal trut.b8 are aubst.ant.1.at.ed onl7 -

tradlt.lon and not. ~ reaeon. Proor and ••14ence to ••t.abllab t.b .. 

cannot be at.t.alned. •• .ut. bellne th-. ltaD7 t.lm• t.h•T •111 

coat.aln ln t.bella•l••a coatra41ot.1oaa, and t.h97 •111 also t.en4 t.o 

retut.e part. or t.he eternal ••rltlea. In t.he clash bet.ween historical 



an4 rat.l .. 1. \rat.be. \be latt.er -t. -.-p \be Ttot..... ~ all 

th• apparent oont.N41otlcm• are real. Tbq 4l•appear • eleaee 
. . 

1t.uq ui4 keener analpl1. s1peota117, a• lanpap, t.lae ftllleJ.e 
. . 

or t.bet., ean cml7 be un4entoo4 a earehl eualnat.I•. Prlldt.lft 

people• ba4 l••• •ooabularr t.ban •• ba•• an4 oOM•IP •tl7 laa4 

great.er 41ftloult.7 ln ~pre11lng ~~f'll••l•••· Aa •• ...a4 Ulelr 

tb«Mgbt•, •• auat. t.rr to realise the ltaltattou or t.h•lr •pru•lOD8. 
bet••• 

'10 ~~ prlilltl•• ma lmn not.bing or the 4trterenc• .,..,_,. the 41reot. 

an4 11141reot lntluence of Go4 in nature. Be oonaecrtaentl7 o•14 aot. 

nPN•• t.bat. dltfe.-.aee ln language. Tbla ~tal dlf'f&Wlftl!Oe 

ta t.b• frult or •nr• -t.ure al"lde, an4 1• •• .., faalllar to .. 

beoa~• lt. l• 8J)re••ecl lD tranaoendent.al term, •blob port.ra7 no 

'11 tant.aat.te picture. Tbe lrl•t.1&1 _,. ba•• pero•l•ecl t.blflffeND•• 

ln bl• ao\ll bat. ln titr -~••Ion lt la not. nl4ent.. God doe• 

nerrt.hlng aooordlDg t.f.s• not.lcm. B• plant.a t.NH, lead• th• 

ant.al• t.o the rlrat. MD t.o be naMd, et.c. God b:ia renonall7 

nperYl•ecl ne17 aet amt t.b-abt. or CNN. b•rf\blng •blob bappne 

l• oa\laed dlreotl7 bf Clod - the •ln4• or to~. the blll or God, 

'12 

a tlr• ot Goct. he17 - no bf olo•• ob•erYat.lon or t.b• present 

can out.line t.h• tut.are, ne17 ploaa, noble al t.Nl•t.lc man 1• a 

man or 1oa, a eon or Clod. Tb• •peeche• of t.be prophet.a, •••r• 
or poet.•, or all .thoae 1'ht) ••re aplrlt.ull7 lnc11ne4 are nen 

bolder and aore •1•14. Tbelr •rltlnge are colored. Gr .... r, 

loglo and olartt,. tend t.o dl1app•r. All animate an4 lnm 1-t.e 

creature• and t.blng8 t.alk an4 11CTe, bllle, moant.a1ne and woods 

elng. God 11 de•crlbed •• a bUllUl being (Peaill '18, 65 an4 68, 

God awakened ae troa a eleep, llke a hero •hOJlll brag• ~oauae 

of a flll of win•) An4 ln other place• t.be prophet.•' t.eaoblng• are 

ao pure and eplr1tual and ••I'll WI of all lmagee, and idola. •o 

.. tter bOlr pure t.helr conception, their powerful lllaglnatlone lea4 

them to plot.urea and ant.bropcmorpb1au. The,. l:A epbol\lc 



p langup. t'b9 ... 1 at.G4ent. or \b8 9lbl• aut. leal'll t.o pl•N• UIAI• 

73 1711boll- t.o aoqatre t.he md•rlJ'lftl truth. !'be rellgloaa '-Iler 

who lulat.a • \Ile llt.eral t.nUl ot t.b• fibl• an4 •PJ)Ol"t.• UlM• 

74 biatorlo t.l'lltba, •111 oreate a lar1• abJ'•• bet.ween blllaelf aa4 t.~ 

boneat. aearob•N ror t.Nt.h, no •111 •b.7 awaJ'• trm bl• do-•. 

Th•J' .. tnt.aln t.bat. God'• boolr or la•• eannot. aclTance truth• 11blob 

reaaon reh.t.••· 

7 5 In rep"'9 t.o t.be threat \bat. be wbo deniea tb••• bell•fll wlll 

fteM that lhoaf. ba•• no plaoe ln t.be beltet ot a tNlJ' 

rellgioa• person. hen it we do .- truat too 1111cll ln reaaon an4 

it. lead• .. aat.NJ' trcm the pat.b or trat.h, •111 God pantab error. 

ao cruellJ'T !'be aoet. tJ'Nnnlcal despot aaka trcma bl• ala•e• no 

work wblob d9'1aD4• aore than hUllUa llQ8oular pOlf er. 1111 God demand 

ot men that which Be hlaaelt baa lla4e 1apoas1ble--bel1ef ln doctrlne1 

77 whlcb bl• reaaon retut.e1T lllpoealble! 

78 We cannot interpret t.be word• eon ot Goel llterallJ'• we cannot. 

aubacrlbe to t.he Cbrlatlan 4octrtne ot the d1•1~1tJ' ot Jesus. That 

*>pa~· can nner accept.. •• maat be honest and treed trm all 

h7Poorl•J' it •• are to tan t.be at.ep under oont .. platlon. Dtt7 and 

conaotence d~d tbat. •• la~OYe om- o1•11 condition bJ' a pur1-

t1cat1an of our rel1gtoue llte, but eurel7 we do not intend to barter 

our truth aild •trt.ue tor t.~ sake ~ our happiness. 

79 What•• are oont .. plating,dolng, our desoend.9nta •111 ha•• 
to do. The atud7 of Tal.Jaud decreaaea dail7 among u1. The reputation 

ot the ~abbl• baa fallen and must spend ltaelt entlrel7 with the 

neglect or the cereaonlal law. Tbe adllln1atration baa taken the 

judicial pOlfer and re11g1oue rule awa7 troa the rabbis, •••*• tor 

the c1•11 la•• or the Jne are out ot date. Aa the religious bond• 



90 of all people• are beocme weaker, aaong the Jna lwlt.~ will•••~~ 

llON pc19erhl, aa \he7 baYe aa 79t DO proper e4aoat1oa&l fOl9 
• . 

nor aonaeptlona or aplrlt.uallt7. ftll• faat plu t.bl raot. U.t. 

8 o l••• atngle •lth Chrletlana who •111 weloa11e th .. to their obtll'Obee 

•111 N•ult ln •holeaale bapt.1••· Th• Jew oan b7 ut.t.•r1.q a rn 

worda .,. r14 or all t.h• 4laa4•ant.agea and. enj07 all the prlYll• .. • 

of •••rage b..aa belnga. ftlla propoaltlon maat. be rejeote4 -. 

81 

83 

th• lnt.ellect.ual. 

•• aat 7CNr a4•lc• ln tbla .. t.t.er. What ocmteaaloaa or 

oNe4 wlll i:aa ancl 7our aaaoolat•• 4-ncl or uaT It JOll ••re 1D 

our plao• What would you 4oT ftl• number or baaaetatber• aaeoota

t.•• with • la ••17 -11, but -v •111 fClll• M lf I aet the 

n••ple. 

A 4ef1Dlte pronoanceMDt trOll a mn of 7our repv.tat.lon 

and authorlt.7 ln the Cbrlatlan cburob can be a gocleend tor a 

malt.lt.\lde ot t.Nt.b-lcwlng Mn. You can b7 7our vercllct. render 

bapn t.hOll•an4• ot unborn oh114ren, •ho •111 •••r reYere 7our name. 

One alght uk ot u: WhJ are 7ou not aatletlecl to 41aaeat

nate •lrtue aaong 7CMr own peopleT Wb7 don't 7ou follow the 
vtt.11, 

alower road ..... --** ~ all Mn shall be unltecl under Goel'• 

atandardT Do' 7ou truat/ao little the govermaent and. t.he oonete

to17T Will the7 not ·olerate 7ou and. welcc:me 'JCM when 7ou 

announce 7our nn a7at•T 

we answer to these (Jlestlone. our circle la mall, 

and no matter how pure our prlnclplee and haw earnest our ettort.a, 

11&7 be to propogate them ln our taallJ groups, •• tear that ln 

the nemt generation tbeJ •ill be lost it the7 are handed down 

onlJ b7 word or aoutb. •• also adlllt that we hope tbru tbla step 

to acquire c011plete civil rlgbte and thus give our children 

a chance for tull ancl tree intellectual growth. It our proposal 



9, 
1• aoceptecl we ·wtll be prot.eotecl an4 aooept.e4 b7 t.be at.aw. 

will al•~• be a oanneotl~ link between Jew• aa4 Chrlet.1aaa, 

84and ul•t. u a ••parat• •eot.. 

•• Oanll8 aooept oert.aln oereaonl•• or the~t.••t.ant.~, 
and regard t.b- a• rol"IU, wblob are neoe•nrr tor -beNblp ln 

th• group. It. 1• to be under•t.ooti' t.bat t.b••• oeremoni•• are to 

be •igna 11blob wlll at.teat. t.bat. t.be ... ber ha• accept.eel t.be 

86 eternal ••rlt.1•• on bl• a.n aut.horit7 an4 out. or th .. baa to...ala-

t.e4 bl• 4a•1•• •• a human being and citizen, but not a• a •lgn that. • 

aooept• 1.b• 4ogma• of t.he oburob in their ent.lret.7. Thia ••llUld 

we alike wlt.b a olear ooneolmioe and wlt.b •erenit.~ ot •oal. 

Tbroagb t.bi1 • hope that the propbe~t.eachlng or 

Zephaniah •111 be reallae4 •I, Go4, will oau1e t.be langua1e• of 

all people t.o •peak, that. t.bq all aolmowlN9ge 'lo4 and ••rY• b1a 

unaelflahl7.•11 --- ................. .. .. 
Th• S..Seobrelben lt.1elf 11 a •err 1nt.ere1t.lng 4oowaent.. 

It. ii an aorl4 at.t.aok on Jewl1h cereaon1al1•• and 7et. oont.alna . 
a •••ere 1n41otaent. of Chrletlan llTf.bologioal and pagan conceots. 

It conaequentl7 •a• blt.terl7 con4911De4 b7 J••• and b7 Cbrlatlane. 

What Pr••4llnr1er ia really propoelng la a term of de18111, a reli

gion or rea•cm, atdpped or uaele11 oereaon1al1, and dl•••t.e4 or 

all 8Uper1tlt.t-.i1 garb: It. la a religion -"• ~h ts the 19gioal 

rruit or the phllo1opblc concept• or the age. Rellglon like all 

······· ·~ other human lnetlt.ut.lon• owes lta orlginto hllll&D 

reason. Conaequent.17, wbate•er lrrat.lonal el-•-1t.• ba•• lnt.rad.e4 

in t.be rellgloua ooncept.a and eerYe but to corrode tbe true 

rellgloua ideal, auat be ellalnated. SubJ11tting all religion• to 

this proo••• or pruning and te•ting, tbe obYloua residue will 

be the great rundament.ala ot all religious teacblnga, the belief 



92-a lD God alll ate at.t.l'tba\ea, \be 1-or\al.l~ ot \he •Olll _. • tllltf 

or - t.o -.n hlm•lf balln b7 4"•1optas Illa ap11tiwa1 •W... 

On t.h- ••••t.1ala all rellpou are malt.e4. 'lba~e.;iae a... 
la t.o w-l&e4 rellalODa ••"•• but. t.o obaeure t.b• 14•1 anA t.e 

bef ag t.b• ·~•lea. Cer1•anlea 41••rt. at.t.nt.lon frcm t.be ••• et.e....i 

•erlt.lea. ft.a oomopollt.an t.endenelea or tb• ap at.lrred ID -•a 

heart.a a longlDg \bat. t.be bed.pa Wb1ob aepaNt.e oree48 aid aHt.a 

be 4•ollabe4. •IJ'he religion ot bl s ~tt.7 waa t.be rellpon ~ 

t.m •l&bt.Mnt.b oat.11r7, amt Leasing wu it.a ....-teat. propbet.. • 

Bet.-.a t.he ealtpt.•• ~lat.tan no ba4 follOHd t.be \eaoblnp 

or Belllaru aDl1 Leaalng, et.o, and t.be •Dlllb\eMd .J•• who bll4 at•• 
ap t.h• o•r•cmlal law, \here alat.94 no rel1gtoua 41tterenoea. 

Tbelr t ... amla reaPGllllecl a11dl.al'l7 to tbe oall ot tl\,, beaut.ital 

and aeat.bet.10. "'91r b•rta .. re t.hr1l:le4 lll.1a bJ t.he an aa4 mTa

te17 ot oreat.lan. Tb• obam aeparat.lng •Dllgbt.ened Jewa ..s Oen

t1lea waa •rel7 oae of fOl'JlalS.t.7, '/obU• Wb1ob Prle4laD4er bope4 

to bridge ~ bla propoeal. It. ... a practical at.t.empt to reall&e 

a reltgtan or b-.alt.7. It ••• ln ba!'IMD7 •lt.h th• aplrlt. ot 

t.be Aaf'lllihNng, an4 4oea not at.and iaolat.ed ln tb&t. age. ~ 

bol4 rellglou a4••nt.11Na ••re att.eapt.e4 ln tboae 4a7a. "In 

the ramoaa cue or Sobala, t.b• paator or Oleladort, who openJ.7 

dented Cbrtat.1anlt7 ~ taught a1.Jlpl7 that aora11t7 ••• neceaaar,, 

the Hlgb Conalat.orr ot derlln held that he waa DeYertheleaa 

at.111 tlt.t.-;.o hlld hie ottlo• aa the Lutheran pastor of bis 

•lllage.•46 Pr1edlan4er'a .Selldaobr•lben ln auob an age la not 

to be wondered at. 

Since the differences between the enllgbtened ainda of 

--- ---- - --- - --- -
II II I .6 . btorse .> t .... p·1dn.; ?.ev oJ ~ti onary Eu r 0pe p . 1 0 



g3 .TWtal- D4 Chrlat.t.a:n1t7 ••N al.Dor, PrledlJaler hlt. i.llat.tlle 

J .. l•h oppreeele amt 4laorllliaat.loaa ..... moat. w-.uy. • 

felt. t.ba\ tuf'b•lda st•• h1a Ob114ren t.he oppor.t.mlt.~ t.o 4Wel'ap 

ru117 aDll tr.eel7 t.o t.b• Ai~ ,_ tielpt. ot t.helr pot.ent.laltt.IM. lbt• 

••• Gilt. or t.h• qaeat.lcm ao long aa t.h• adld.nlat.rat.lcm peNlat.eil 

in repr41ng t.be J .. aa an interior being. Pr1edlin4er tNlllrl7 

cont••••• t.bat t.be ohl•f •ot.l•• tor hl• propoeal ••• to at\atn 

pollt.loal -nc1patlcm tor t.he Jew. It th., ooulcl mt.er \be 

Chrlat.tan tol4 •it.bout. alt.er1Dg t.be1r r.a.i-\al belt.re t.b97 ••14 

be ~ to 4o ao. COldeNton woal4 not. eat.all a 1•• ~ •Plrlt.•l 

tlbre, aa4 lt woul4 teacl to allntat.e \balr nttertq. fh18 pro

pc19al o- at. t.be t.1- wa.n all of Prl•41allller'• effort.a to aeoare 

clYll rlpt.a tor bla people ba4 rat 194. 

•ot. onl~ 414 Prle4lan4•r hope t.o .... a wa7 tor t.be 

elbllaatlon ot J ... ab 4laablllt.1•• bJ h1a ~·~•obrelben, but. b9 hope4 

to •••rt t.be 11boleaal• OOBYeNlOllll pNYalent &110Dg th• J•lab ' 

7•\b• 8114 al.80 to at..a th• t.14•• or at.helm and agnoatloln. ..~ 

ot th• Je•lab tnt.elleot.uala aa• 1D t.b• bapt.l•-1 font. the aYenu 

or eaoape tram oppreaaton and 4laorlmlnatlon. Ot.hera ooal4 t1n4 

no aplrltaal atllllalaa 1n t.b9 at.a•l•tlo Judalaa or t.b•lr tat.bera. 

Th•J: loat.be4 and deaplae4 t.be oeremonlal la••· 'l'be Jnlah rlt.ea 

had beocme Manlngl••• for t.bea. Tbelr. aplrlt.ual nature oOlll4 not 

be atlrrecl b7 the • ol4 taablone4 Mtho4a or worablp. ao Gilt. 

ot tune •ltb their calture4 t.aatea. Their defalcation tram the 

J .. l•h ranka ••• a ••rloua problea t.o "rledlander and b7 hla 

f.Machrelben, be hoped to s••• th•• trm t.be •l tberlng deap•lr ot 

athelaa. 

The 1et14aohrelben la not a 41eparag-nt. or Jlldaln or t.b• 

Jew. The '8wl1chreiben at.tacka very bltterl7 the c•r•onlal l••• 
but t.he Jew la hlghl7 praleed. •0n tbe laMer. of aoral aohlne-



9• .... , t.m I• bu ollllbed blgber \ban ~ ot.ber people• 9Q8 

Prledluder. . Tbe Jn l• at a d1•a4•m t.aa• beoaue or Ill.a ~WI.

oat.• rl\•l, bat t.b• Cbrl•t.lan l• at. a areat.•r 4laa4YaD\al9 ..... 

oauae or bl• ayt.bologloal 4ootrln••· PUrthel'llOree tb••• •l••• 
or wblob tm J•• 18 gullt.7, .... tb• dlreot. re•ul\a ot Cbrlet.laa 

pereeoutlan8 an4 oppre8alon. In Qlt.e or all t.bat,le t.beN 

la l••• orl• aaong J••• than -ona ot.ber people. Tb• bcme llfe 

ot t.he J••. l• uneqllll\)ed. Tb• loplt.7 an4 taltbtulne•• or Ul• 

.T•l•b huband ba• beocme prowerblal. llo••• - t.b• _..., Nll• 

glout.eaoh•r or all bl•t.017. 'ro nl• , •• 1 ..... Prledleel•r •111 

•o••• ••• oampelle4 to lntro4aoe oereao

nl•• tor t.be people were t.oo lpoNDt t.o apprehend t.he rellgl

ldeal ln all lt.• naked purlt.7. Were Mom•• alb• toda7 be would 

aboll•b t.be oer8llOlllal la•. Tb• prophet• ba•• ner fought. aplut 

t.b• power and lntbunle• or oer1•anlall... Prledlanller'a propo

••l t.o abollab t.be oe .... onlal law, ••• in 00111Pl•t.• aooor.cl wlt.b 
I 

t.b• propbe\lo prosna. 

Prledland•r'• unl••r•all•llo tendenol•• ••re also ln 

bal'llOB7 •ttb .Jnllh prophet.lo 14eallD. But hl• proposal to 

•ubalt to ba•tl .. , nen •• a tormallt.7 •aa a 4l•t.lnot etbloal 

error. It oereaonlal la•• ot J••• ••re U8eleaa, then Cbrl•tlan 

oerellOlll•l• too should be put ln tbe •a• oat.egor,. To agree 

to go thr'U. formal oere•Oft7 tor .. terlal ad•antage l• not tbe act 

ot an et.hloall7 fre• aplrlt. It le done ln ner'fda7 llte b7 

the a•erag• man. ••n aubalt to all ror1111 or oere•onlal •blob 

t.h•T loathe, tor .. terlal reward. 8'lt. Yl••ed trca a blgb et.bloal 

plane, auoh action• are reprehensible. Tbe other error in 

Frledlan4er'a propo•al la due to bla laok or hl•t.orloal perepeo

tlYe, bl.a failure to ••• that the Jew la aore t.ban an ethJa al 



95 110Dot.h•l•t.. Ula\ \be root.• ot hl• belag are fGaDlled 1D a 

11orloa8 hl•t.017 and a Yenerabl• cult.are 11hloh oannot. ADii 

•b01&l4 not. be aa44enlr t.o••e4 aald• for t.b• •*• or ... •'-•Sal , 
a4Yaat.ap. Tbl8 laok of bl•t.orloal permpeotl•• perTa4•• • 

wboleooeaopollt.an pbllo•ophr or t.he a .'9•. It 18 at. ... bl• 

beoau•• lt. l•'ballt. on tallao7. 

~ wea~•• or Prl•dlind.er'• oonoept.lcm ot t.be J .. 

an4 Judal•• beoom• at. ono• nldent.. •hen •• peroel•• t.bat. ••t. 
ot bl• tollos•N au4 4••oe..s.nt.• are t.o4a7 loat t.o Judal... encl 

••beor1be to t.bome tal•eCbrlat.la1l dogma• •blob be det.89'9111 •o 

beart.117. Pr1e4lin4er'• 14•1 la ,.:r~~lr all liberal 

aSada t.-.. Bl• Mt.bo4 t.o reall&• lt. •a• hotrner tallaolOQ8. 

A pure l4eal oannot. al•t. an t.bla Mrt.b •it.bout cer•anlal, 

wit.bout. oonoret.e •PN••lCllJ. A aoul ... , tln4 art.lculat.lan .tn 

a ~. Tbe Jewlab ••l ... t. tln4 lt.• npre••lcm lntb• J'nlah 

people. '1'ne et.ernal •erlt.l• of Judalaa oaa t.brlYe beat. ln t.b• 

••ll or Jnlah oult.ure te4 bf t.be at.reu:a ot J'e•l•h thought or 

all t.be ap•. 

ot Prlecll~er •a• a desperate . 
at.t.-pt. on t.be part. or t.he auti.bor t.o nYe tne eternal Yerlt.1•• 

• 
ot Judal .. , llhlob appeared t.o be domed. It la not to be 

conde11Ded. It la tht earnest attempt. or a sincere Jew to 

aaYe the glories or hla rellglon trom ext.inctlon, an4 at. the 

aaae t.ble t.o r ealize a broad unlYeraal ideal or a rell.lon tor 

all •n. 

It• publlcatlon bf Teller elicited all aorta of repllea 

and at.t.aoks. The Cbrl•tlana were bltt.er at Friedlander tor 

bl• flaying of thelr pagan do_.. The rabble seyerel7 denounced 



96 hill for hla rejeotlon of the Je•lab rltaal. Teller pabllatael 

a replJ to Prledliinder, ta Wbleb be rejected the propomal anl et.atiee 

that lf Prte4lin4er •anteil to beeome a Cbrlatlan, be ocna14 eo ao 

but he ••14 have to aooept the 41vlnlt.7 ot Jena, and tan ••
mmlon. '!'be Cbrlet.laDttJ Prledlamer propoaed waa no Cbrlat.laalt.7. 

Teller ura-t Pr1e41.an4er to eont11naa hle noble work or .. tatag 

tb9 Jewa to bJ.&b•r o•l t.11Nl lnela. AllODg .Tewa, tbe ••tbor ot 

t.h• ..-i••brelben ••• treaW b&NblJ:, eapeclall.J' •-.: uae oaap 

ae .. at.l•• .-. .. iton that. tollon4. Graet& oalla btil aball•, 

and a a•nll• 1111tator of llen4elaobn. Stern refen to tbe '"4-

aobrelben aa "Tboagtit.l .. • &114 taot.1•••• Pbtllpecm ••lla lt a 
, . 
tantaatlo at.ep. Joat repri'la tt. as a bo14 adYnt.are. bltaob bl'Uda 

lt. aa treaacm t.o Jflfn7• LWbrlg Gelger &D4 Ritt.er &Dl1 Sobrelber 

exoua• u. aa t.be deape .. t.e aet ot a 4eaperate ma \o •••• t.be 

eaaenoe or Judal•• froa11bat. appeared t.o btil waa lnnlt.able 

II--* ext1notton. 



CllAPTBR VIII 

PRDDLdJ>D's ULlTIO• TO llDDBLSSOD 

Wben Prledllaller •a• born lD 1'60 Mo••• Menclelaaaba waa 

alrea47 tb• reoopiaed leader ot t.be J••• 1D Prueala. Ia tile eal

t.W"ed heme of Prleclliider'a parent.a the naM or llmdel••oba waa 

great.17 mered. llen4•l••dm waa the pride or all Jft17. To 

7oat.btul Prl•U•n4er, .. ndelaaobn bee- t.he •Jllbol of all tbat. 

l• good, t.Ne, beaut.ltul and wort.b •hll•. lila 14•llat.1o nat.are 

thrilled lD Na4in1 t.b• noble t.bougbt.• or .. n4elaaobn. Da•l4 

Prlectl&nder began t.o •ora&ip hill and longed to be n•r bill, an4 

beocme part or tho•• 14•llat.1c, unlTeraal an4 Jnlah ll0"9nt.a 

or wbiob llendellllobn •a• OM or tile pmratlng c:l7Daaoa. Att.ract.ed 

chletl7 bJ Men4•l••obn'• peraoaallt7, Prle4lincler left tor 

Berlin. Bl• ru1117 conneot.lona eatabllabed hla aacmg the aoc1al 

and lDt.elleot.ul arlat.oorao7 or BerllD Jew17. Ile bee ... a pupil 

aD4 aclalrer or llendelaaobn. Be aocoapanled hill lD hie joarnep, 47 

..a -.o ... an lnt.lllat.• 1D bl• raa11J circle. 

Pr1e41amew Edited aneral or .. ndelaeobn•a booka. In 

1814 an4 in 1821 be pabllabed new e41t.1on• or Men4ela•obn'a 

"Pbaedon." lie included in the•• edlt.iona an lntrocluction, ln 

wblch he ln4loat.ed the cloae relat.lonablp bet.ween politic• and 

aoralltJ. tie alee. gi••• a bla.to17 or "Pbaedon" and add• certain 

•aluable coml9nt.1. In 1787, Priedlinder published the .., ~ o · 

'81~ J •l • It contalna a •JDopala ot Mendel110bn'1 "Pbaedon•, 

and was intended to 41••-inate Mendelaaohn'a theoriea about 

th• llllortallt7 or the aoul among the Jewa. Prledllnder alao 

wrote an article in the Berliner Monatacbritt about the Paala 

tranalation ot Mendeleadul. 

For fi'fteen Je&ra, Friedlander aa• Mendelaaobn dailJ. Be 

47 . Kayser ling ' s Moses Mendelssohn p. 2~0-247 



98 wae a eGIUlt.ant. at\endant. at. t.be latter'• taoa8 AlODf •MN tlll 

7oung Jewleh lntelleot.•1• •oal.4 gather anCl 41eeua \be 1• .. IBI 

et.bloa.l. amt pblloaopble probl.... SClll of tbeee 41•••••1 ... 

Prle41inter att911Pte4 to aet 4asn ln writing fraa 11e11017, a Pl'90arl• 

oua prooe41are at beat., an4 eanaequentl7 not ••17 aatben\le. 

Prle4lan4er alao publ1ebecl a book ln Wblch be at.t.1mp\e4 \o ••\ e ... 
bl• relatlm to .. n4el8Clbn. !'hla book •a• baeeeaaftle .._._.otm 
uae4 t.o oanf 14• ln Prlecllilder. He aot.ed t.o Prle4lln4er •• 

Le1a1ng ba4 aote4 t.o•r4a btla. Be beo- ble gu14e amt a4Ylaer • 

.. ndeltobn na the pb1loaopber and tblnlrer: Prted.l&n4er. 

t.be •n ot aotloa. llen4elmaba oonoel•e4 tbe t.beorl••; Prle41in4er 

tr1e4 t.o ueoute th•· llen4eleaobn waa t.be •lld pereuaders Pl"1e4-

lalller t.ba coa.rapOR8 battler. Wben llen4elaaobn eonoe1•e4 t.be 14ea . ~ 

• or a Hebrew Sobool, Prle4lan4er ba4 t.o ueo•t• lt. llen4elaaobn 

••• a at.riot and. obae~ant Jn, and bea1t.ate4 to offend the Babblnlc 
JI V. 

blerarc-. Pl"lecliaaler bol417 omaplone4 tbe eaue ot retom 

and ••h-.at.17 4enoanoecl tb• rabbi• allll tbelr ceraonlal la••• 
,. J 

.. n4elaaobn waa t.be 11114 liberal, 11bll• Prle4laii4er \be tle17 

ra41oal. Wbat t.be &no70lope4late were to t.be Prench rnolat.lon, 

.. nd•l••obn wa1 t.o Prle4limer. Pr1e4lancler tbt11t.e4 that .. lll•l••obD 

not. onl7 wanted to 1nt.ro4uoe aeoular culture aaong tbe Jewa, but 

also wlahe4 to reform the r obee1'Yanoe1. Bia gentle t.empe~t 

anll hl• aTeralon tor 41aput.ea oma~~ ht. t.o eonf'Ol'll publlcl7, tbo 

be waa a rebel ln prtyate. Prle41~nder waa a t 1ghter and fought 

openl7 tor ref'ora. Schooled 1n the 14•• of Mendelaaobn, be went. 
' out to realise bla ••t.•r'• t.eacblnga. Mendell8obn waa the at.rate- . 

g1at anll Prtedlan4er bia general wbo executed bla plane. 
, . .J 

or courae, Friedlander'• opponent.a 4laqree4 with b.lm en 

he pelnt.ecl out t.bat llendelaaobn would ba•• favored a change 1n 



99 a.lab mat.... OD• of 1t.b•, Begglo, pabliabecl a book, >' t 
., I ' 1' • ~ la wbiob be a t.eapt.ecl t.o ahcnr t.ba t. llendelaaolm waa . ·: . 
oppoaecl ~I'\ retora. Prlecllimer ola1Mcl t.bat Reggio 414 aot. 

un4•r•t.an4 .. n4elaedua • 

.. llll•l••obn'• ao rl•lt.le• tor JUllalaa ..... t.beore\loal. 

Re concelvecl ot Retora48 but. re.all&ed t.bat. cbanp 1D rel1-l• 

oannot. be -4e - '1lle incllvldual, but. mat. beo~ a •lab of 

t.b• group who oo,tld hiat.lt.ut.e t.be retcmu. llen4elaaobn!a 

circle were all agreM t.bat. a obange la t.be ut.ernala or 

Ja4a1•• muat. take place. PriedlAmler art.lou\at.ecl llenclelas~r'• 

idea• an4 t.rie4 t.o .... 1 i1~• t.b-. 
and. Prledlander t.be diaci. ple. 

I 
On Mendelaaobn a deat.b, Priedlander aucceeclecl him •• 

t.he leader ot t.be .T•1•h CamMUllt.7 ln Pruaela. la that. poelt.i21 
l J ../ 

Priedlander en4Hvore4 t.c> CAM"'J out. t.he work of hla •at.er. 

Menclelaaohn had not 0011PlLet.e4 t.be t.ranalat.lon or t.be entire -
bible, and Prledlander t.ctok up hia teacher'• wcrk and cont.r1b

ut.ed to t.be bible tranallLt.lon. ..n4elaaobn in hi• book 

•Jeruaal•• had d-nded olvl~'pollt.lcal right.a tor t.he Jn. 

P•le4lan4er took t.hat. aa hla life t.ezt. and oonat.ant.17 fought. tor 

th• polltlcal -nc1pat.1~'D of hla c t rel1g1on1at.a. "~elaeobn 
cballploned aecular educat ion aaong t.he Jewa, and Friedlander 

beoa• tat.her ot the Jew1.lb aohoola ln Ge~~. llendelaeobn 

oonoelvecl of refona and F'riedland.er fought. tor lt. Trul~, 

Frtecllander ••• a •oat. •c•rth7 aucoeaaor or lloaea llendelaaobn. 

48 . I . :ii tler - "Gescnich le der· j iid1srhP.n Refor mation" 
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CllAPTBR IX 

81mWlY 

In an ap 1ftlen trl•ollt.7 ret.ped aupr•••• ..._ -

of ••lt.b aqaan4ere4 t.belr •ana ln ••n•ual jop an4 clell&bt.•, 

wbm an eplourean pblloa~ ••• dcillnant., Da•l4 Prteclli114•• 

woract bal'4 and taltbf'ull7 to allnlat.e t.u ntterlnp anl •l•

••t.• t.b• at.at.a• ot t.be J•• lD Pruaala. l'ben tb• J•lm rloh 

•n were •ncl-•orlng to blur oat. tbelr anoeat.ral conneotlona, 

when apoat.aa7 ... the 'open •••-• t.o aoolal and polltd.oal bcmora, 
,.../ 

J>ayld Prlectl*ider rem1necl lopl anicl t.Ne t.o the talt.b ot h18 

tat.hara. Llb ao• radiant. J••l be at.and• oat. alclat. t.be •n 

of bl• cla7. During t.be blaok n1ght. ot wholeaale ~~ralon 

and treacbe17 t.o Judaln, t.be at.er ot Da•14 Pr1e4l~mler •bone 

radiant. Ul4 reaplendant., lHm a gr .. t aent.lnel guarding t.he 

treaaurea or t.b• ape. It - an ·~ t.blng tor a wealt.hJ man to 

eacape troa tbe llalt.atlGD8 1nYolYe4 •1th 101alt1 to Judaima. 

Tbe baptismal font •lt.e4 t.be lee or prejudice. Priedlancler, 

howner, ••• not. -pt. fl'Gll hi• anout.ra l moor1.nga. Th• gocl• 

ot the canaanlt.•• could not lure hla tram hie faith. But •lt.b 

increased vigor, and redoubled zeal, he devoted hie lite to the 

intereete ot the J•· 
Raiaecl 1zi a cultured home, poeaeaaed ot all the advant.agea 

whlch wealth and retine .. nt .. ke• possible, Priedlander ca111 to 

Berlin and alli•d hi11aelt •it.b tho•• men an4 toroee who were 

oe•nting the atruoture of Judaia. An intimate and diaclple or 

Mendelasobn, he activel7 participated in ~11 the movements wbicb 

sought to dieseminate aecular culture among the Jews. de eetab• 

ltsbecl the Berlin Free School in 1778, which became the aodel 

tor s:lallar schools in Prussia, Auatrla and even Holland. He 



101 ••• - a oant.rlbut.or to the S••ler, an4 al•o - ln8\Wtal 

ln lt.• toun4lna. Ae •rot.• a •chool text-book t.o al4 J..S.ab 

•cbool oh114ren ln t.helr work. He t.ran•l•t.e4 port.l0118 of Ul• 

blble, Jobe Iaalah and. l'oo leala•t.•• and part.• ot Mlcab. Be 

t.ranalated •cme German llt.erarr - to Hebrew, t.o aoqUll nt. bl• 

people wlt.b ••oular t.hOllgbt. He al•o translated the Hebrew 

p1"&7erbook lnto German. In all re•peot.• h• worked falt.btull7 

to put. t.be Jew on an lntelleot.\al and cultural leTel •lt.b bl• 

Cbrlat.lan neighbor. Be•lde• hla eduoat.lonal actlTit.l••• 

Pried.land.er worked •lt.tl lllght. an4 .. 1n to •eour~lit.lcal treed• 

S.7• Ludwig Oela•r ot hill: •Tb• name tor the J••• lD •.,-•ia. 
~' of DaTld Prledlan4er 8t&nd8 out. .. ong tboae MD who worke4 

to realize polltioal eqaallt.7 tor the Jew. l~e•er the 
t i 

Jft aoaoapll•hed along t.be•• 11n•• ••• Prledl&n4•r' • work. 

th• J• nner loa~ courage 1n •plt.• ot repeated aet-backa la 

due to th• unflagging pera•••rance an4 bu07"ant ••'•''•nt 
opt.lat .. ot DaT14 Prie4lin4er. And it t.be ultimate accoapliahllent 

can be cre4lt.ed to •Ill one man,' u. llU8t. be to Priedl.inder. • 

Pr• th• 4eat.b at llendelaaotm in 1'188 to the emancipation decree 

ot 1812. 1t'rle4lander ne••r ceaae4 rroa hie errorta t.o tree hla 

people tram t.be •edieYal reatrlctlona which cramped their 11•••· 

Innumerable tl .. a be lrtel"Yifted the rulers of Pruasla to 

all••lat.e the lot or the Jew. He appeared before tbea not. ae 

a orlnglng fawning alaTe, auppllcatlng tor .. rc7 and cbarlt7, 

but ae a courageous battler asking the• to gl•e the Jewa their 

right.a. He ••• t.he hea4 of the elders, who presided over the 

deat.lnles or Berlin Jewr1J, and also ••• elected. to be one or the 

two rwpreaent.atl•ea •ho were to be tree to take an7 atepa tbe7 ••• 

tlt to secure political emancipation. In 1808 be was elected an 



102 a14erman or a.rlln. and ln 1811 be ••oured th• -..olpatl• ..... 

tram l'rederlolr Wllllall III •. 

•ot aatlatled •1th b&•lag aeoured. polltloal ecpall\7 tor • 
• 

the Jn, Frledlan4er 1fall\9'1 to liberate th• troa tbe prleon 

hou• or relt.aton, ln WblollL rabb1nl• ba4 obalne4 th•. JPrle4• 

linter••• the tlrat. to ag~.tate openl7 tor retora of z .. teb wo.

ablp an4 out.Oii& • nnt•r to 4o aore than •••thet.lol•• t.h• ..... 

•lee aa Jaoob•aa bad 4one. Be wmt.94 to NYolatlonl•• the l•l•h 

reltg1oua conoepta. Be bad. a phlloaopbJ ot retora. CeNllODlal• 

are alnor tact.ON 111 t.be Nllg1ou llte. The eplrltaal •••eat.tale, 

the eteraal ••rt tte1 ot ~al• ... t be atreaaed an4 •pba• lsed. 

Cereacmlea ••N but a -~ t.o ar ","· Bla open oppoa 1t.loa to 

ceremonlallaa broagbt him 1 to contllct. •1th t.he rabble, wb• be 

toagbt. th~tbaat hla llt'e. Prledlancler aleo ••• the tlrat ln 

aodern tl ... to tormalate a l••llb t.beolo17. In bla Seldeohrelben 

he outlined t.be tun•4-Dtal1 or the Jnlah taltb. Re l• entitled to 

be lm01ra •• one of the ptonl..ra 1D the retoN acw-•t 11' .Tw' ... 1. • . 

~e wrote art.tole art.er artl 1• urglng t.be Jew• to cb11Dge thelr 

rellgloaa llre an4 t.o olear •••7 the 4•brl• or ata•latlc cuatome 

which baapere4 fNe 1ptrlt. •PN••lon. 

Prledlai.der eonoel or th• Jn• •• a rellgloua sect. 

He •a• an ar4ent German pat 1i-lot. Be •ant.eel to eltalnate tt-r j1•~7-

era tor the reat.oratlon or .aleatlne and t.he Teaple troa th• 

••rttoe. Be regarded the *ltlonall1tlc Measlanlc hope ,. one ot 

the great baD4loap1 to Jn111b aplrltual expreaa1on. Were he all•• 

to4a7, he •oul4 be un4oubt.•ll7 a a\aunch antl-ZSonlat. Re agreed 

wltb .Herd.er t.hat. Pruea1a wa11 t.be Paleatlne tor the Jew and Berlin 

1 te Jerua•l••· Like the re11t or the Jewa ot h1• d.a7, be laolrecl 

the hletorical perspective • .nd be negated t.h• lmportanoe ot J••1•b 

hlator7 to Je•l•b ccmttnuanoe. Beal4•• hi1 Jewlab lntereat•, 



o 3 Prledlinder ••• alao a oul tared •n, •Dl • t.1•• la \be tat.el• 

leotua 1 ~•-t.• ot bl• t.1•. Be ••• a i~r1•D4 ot lloolat, 

t.he . ecllt.or or t.be •onat.aobrltt., t.h• organ or •Dllpt. .... n la 

Berlin. Be wu a frequent oontrlbutor t.o lt.• pa pa. "Whea 

., lma1rle4p or Jnlab t.blnga ••• uncert.a Ln, I went. to ., 

trlen4 DaY14 Prlecllamer, one or tb• nobl•••t. or t.b6• nat.ton, 

wbo lDYarlabl)' belpecl • oat.•, aa,.a •loolail. Bnpl, Herder, 

Ul4 YOD Humboldt. ..... lntlllat.ea of P'rlecll~~er, wlt.b wb• 

be oorreapon4e4 rrecp ent.1,.. Bl• bouae wai1 one or t.be taaoaa 

aalona ot Berlin. Re aupport.ed 1Dd1gent. rlt.•r• an4 patroalu4 

t.be art.a. Kia cultural act.1Yl t.lea were n11Mroua. 

Prledlalll•r alao ••• or a deep rellgloua nat.llN. 

Be waa a ••al th)' •n and rel t. tba t. bl• welal tb wu t.o be uecl 

1n the lntereat.a and welfare Of bla tell Thi• doc trlne 

b• preached an4 practiced. B• ••• ••rr ob deYotecl t.o t.be 

81.ble ma4 enJOFed part.loularl)' t.b• port.lol'l8or Peal.. and 

prophet.a. Tho - act.lY•lJ' enpp4 1n nwa1roua co-ro1al 

ent.erprlaea, 119 rCMUd t.1 .. t.o read t.be , ... or llterat.ure, 

wblcb 4ur1ng t.bat. period began t.o appear 1n Ge.--a,.. Bla 

tine aplrltual conception, and bla loft)' ~ealln are Yer,-

11&11iteat 1n part• or bl• raaoua 'S..Sacbri~lben'. 

On hla death, h1a aurY1Yora epoke verr klndl7 ot bill. 

Bot.icee or bia death a~a>eared 1n the lew :Review (Angland), 

the Sulamitb, and the Monatachrltt. All ot th•• laudecl 

Prledlan4er ve17 hlgbl7. Edward Kle7 p ched a glorlow: 

eulogy about him in the Haaburg Temple. .Jewish hlatorlana were 

l••• klnd to bla. Ria outapoken att.1 tu4e 1n Refora -de him t.he 

target. or attack rrom all t.boae conaervat.t•• wbo ca• art.er bla. 

Bl• fierce at.t.ack• ID rabblnlaa antagonized the rabble. Th••• 

two fact.a ••rved to prejudloe conael"Yat.lve blatorlana and 

rabble against bill. Conaecwaentl7 he ••• l•Judged. All or bl• 



04 oonatructi•e endeavors were alighted and attention was pald 

~o bis one error, his proposal to Teller. •11 active aen err 

in their lives and ao also Friedlander. His S-lldschreiben has 

been misunderstood, misinterpreted and slandered. Its extenuat

ing circwaatances have been ignored. A few just writers have 

" raised themselves in behalf of Friedlander, but the cwerwhelalng 

majorit7 slight his constructive work for the Jewish cause. 

" Friedlander _,. trul7 be called an emancipator. 

He helped free his people froa the chains of ignorance, bJ' 

advancing the cause of secular education. He helped the 

Jews 01 Prussia liberate theaaelves from the oppression of 

centuries, by his efforts to secure political emancipation for 

them. lie h~lped shatter the bonds of ceremonialiasm and super

stition which had fettered the Jews throughout centuriee, and 

had hampered the~r spiritual development. .AWong cultural, 

political and religious lines, he strcwe to emancipate bis 

people and raise them to higber levels and lof tier planes. 

168572 
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