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In tne preraration of ~his thesis the writer ha~ 24 a
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the grave resoonsipilites of the historian in presentin fact:
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tory owing to the fact that to diilerenininds events aona 1T iI
different lights and roint to varyiny motives.
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respondence. However, there .23 much material to which I nad

access such as the Moniteur and the irchives Jsraelite.
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S

¢
G. Deuabh for his kind encouragement in this vor« as al:o
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CHAPTER I

The Jevs in France from 1384-172]1. Their expulsion under .

Charles VI. Their unoffic:al return. Their condition in 178€.

Their emancipation on September 28 17°1,



CHAPTER 1.

The history of the Jdews in France prior to their expulsits
under Charles VI %n 1394 is not matter for consideration here
In this chapter we shall only briefly reviev the events and
conditions of Jewish history in France from that time until tt
emancipation in 1721, This as introductory. A long series ol
misfortunes and persecutions in France culminated on Septembe:
17, 1394 when Charles ¥F, 'then king, decreed the complete ex-
pulsion of the Jews from hae kingdom. Despite the request of

the nobility and towns to retain the Jews, the king insisted
on banishing them, and, as if to mock his victims all the more

promulgated the decree on Yom Kippur.(“ Time was granted unti
the end of that year for the Jes$' removal. The majority were
compelled to leavé, but many remained in provinces not directl

dependent on France, but which were later incorporated in ;:.‘2
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Thus in and about Toulouse ninsteen families remained, while
others were protected in Provence, Arles, Marseilles, and unds
the Popes in Avignon and Calte'nr.ras. (3)

The banishment of the Jews proved as great an injury to t
country as it had been to them; for in 1434 we see the citizer
of Verdun petitio‘ning for permission to readmit a fem Jevs, wl
by their industry might enliven the city with commerce, (4]

It was refused. However the Jevs reentered France in -small
numbers and came into provinces that at a later period were ir
cluded in the kingdom. In-the latter half of the Fifteenth
Century Marranos from Spain settled in Provence, (5) but a cen-
tury later those driven out of Spain, who migrated .to France
were there arrested. (6) The Jews,however, seem to have be-
come numerous again in France. They were admitted in great nu
bers during the favor of Conchini, Marshal of Awmere;{7) their

6 7 % ’ X
removal was brought about vy a petition gy the clergy at the
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end of 1614, whose request #as promptly granted, {8} for in l€l:

Louis XIII ordered them to leave the country within a month's
time under pain of death for disobedience.(€) The law, hovever
was not generally enforced as many did not leave, either havin:
bought tolerationbr merely disobeying and beinz unmoiested.(lC(
In 1657 they are spoken of as being in Paris, but were of litt]
commercial importance.(11) In 1718 several million livres were
refused as an offer for lezal establishment and a synagogue in
Paris.(12) Nevertheless in Alsace the <Jews were thickly settle
as also in all the Rhine Provinces. Thus when these districts
were annexed by Louis XI¥ they became a part of France. Ifh the
same way they were numerous in southern and western Srance, es
pecially in Bayom) and Bordeaux, whither they went after their
expulsion from Spain and Portugal.
Though after their axpulsion under Charles VI the Jews

were never legally admitted, yet at the time of the Revolution



their number in the kingdom was remarkably large. GCraetz{13)
places the Jewish population of France in 1780 at 50000, dis-
tributing them as followss~ about 200C0 in Alsace. 20D in Paris
a like number in Bordeaux, 420 families in Metz, 180 families i
Lorraine, and in the papal districts about 700 families. While
the Jews succeeded in gaining homes in France, there condition
was Dy no meané always and everywhere favorable. In Alsace cof
ditions were at their worst. The Jews here were money-lenders,
and were accused of so open and profitable a practice of usury
as to be charged with having gained thereby one half of the lar
of the district. The ignorant peasant, angered at his imabili
ty to meet his obligations to a Jewish creditor, sought to es-
cape hi§ debt by plunder and riot. So the life of the Jews

in Alsace was not a very peaceful one for long periods of time.

At Strasbourp strong efforts were made to keep the Jews from

the city, but to no avail. Cers Berr(14), a court Jew to Louis



XV and Louis AVl who supplied army materials to the kinz, re-
ceived special permission to locate there and drew more Jess
with him to work in his factories and to be present f[or his re-
ligious needs. This was strongly objected to by the citizens
but to no avail, for Berr located there with the sarction of
Emperor ‘oseph.

Now approached the French Revolution, and in his strivings
to stave it off and uphold th; falling maérchy Louis XTI was
circumspect and took cognizance of the Jews. Those desirous of
seeing a new order of thinés instituted, or as the Revolution
was only in process of formation, desired to see old evils
abolished, pointed to the position of the .ews as a deep ble-
mish on the escutcheon of Bourbon rule. That most ardent worke
for improved conditions, Malesherbes, was in full sympathy witn

4 . . - :
the Jews, and in order to}) assist them to improve their condi-

tions, he gathered an assembly to prepare cahiers settinz forth



the evils of their position.(15) Already in 1784 letters patent
were given the Jews of Alsace, granting them the right to azri-
culture (16), and with the first concession on thé part of the
government, there was kindled the flame of zeal within the Jess
themselves to improve their status. As a result of the rales-
X1

herbes commission Louis(/B!,in a decree¢ of vanuary 24, 1734,
removed the poll-tax,(17) o.ne that had proved the most kburdensor
and disagreeaple. In his decree the king said, "We have noticed
that especially in Alsace and at the entrance to Strasbourg the
J'ews were subjected to a poll-tax that likens them unto beasts.
Since it is against our {eelinps which we entertain toward all
our sub ject s, to- doyY permit a tax to continue that debases man
hood, we command that henceforth in our entire kingdom the Jevs
shall be free from all poll and toll-taxes." This concession

on the part of the king aroused both the Jews and their non-

Jevish supporters to strive more earnestly for the emancipation



of the Chosen Peoole. FEoth Donm and Mirdbeau, who stood for al
that was nighest and best in human life., were enthused in their
work in behalf of the Jews by the spirit of mendelsschn which
they had imbibed. Mirabeau, throuzh his work "On Mendelssokn",
tried to intwoduce the latter's best thoughts and hopes to the
intellectual French public; he pleaded for an improved conditio
of the Jews and suzcested that in all but relizion the Jewish
schools be placed on an equal footing with the Christiah s-nool
(18) He defended the Jews against the attacks of their detrac-
tors, advising that before they calumniate the Jew they ought
to unite on a pasis of attack, as they most often contradicted
each other.

But there were yet other non-Jewish elements at work in
this struggle for Jewish emanclpatioh, and among these the one
that brought the question most forcibly to thinkinp minds was

the Royal Society for Arts and Sciences in Metz.(19) This so-



ciety offered a prize for the best essay on "Whetherthere are
means by which to make the Jews in France better and more use-
ful citizens.”" Among those who compejted were Thi?ry and Aobd
Grégoire. The latters essay was crowsed.

Encouraged By this activity and support of non-Jewis'h ad -
mirers, the cews pestyirred themselves all the more on their
own bfahalf. Cerf Berr used all his influence f{or the improve-
ment of his coreligionists. He spread Dohm's work in favor of
the Jews broadcast throughout France. Salkind Hurwitz ofKotvno
took up his pen in the contest: for the pri'ze of the Metz Royal
Societ.y, and wrote with force and vigor on behalf of the Jews.
(20) Isaiah Berr Bing(21), (175C-18C5) a writer of great abili
ty, used his powers in defense of the cevs. He was tne {irst
Alsatian Jew to write in Brench, and his thorough ability to dc
so was shown in his reply to a Jew-baitinz pamphlet that aopear

in Mistz charging the,  Jew with evdry known crime.(22) Eing re-
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plied put did not stoo with refuting the charces. He went fu
ther and wrote:-'"iie ask neither grace nor favor nor yet a pri
V;Jege; we demand a law by which we can otain the nmatural rig
that belonz to all men without exception."(23) He demanded t!
abolition of the ghetto and of restricted residence; he deman:
that all trades and professions as well as public schools be

\
opened to the Jéws. In these bold demands he was supported by
his brethren, who rejuested crégoire, a member of the States-
General, to urge their ehancipation, and who delezated [saac
bing of Nancy to seek the protection of the government for the
ill-treated Jevs of the Rhine provinces.(24) A cJ;mittee of
five Jewish National Guardsmen appeared before the Paris com-
munal assembly to‘ask that the city express its wish to the
National F$sembly that Jewish citizenship be recognized.(23)

Jewish emancipation had become a possibility and was to be re-

alized through the dif fusion or Mendelssons spirit, (28) and
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by virtue of the fact that opposed to it were the ultra-cprurcn
parties and the enemiss o1 the Revolution. This naturally
turned the ma jority in its favor.

After August 4, 1789, when the three orders met as the
National Eésembly, the Jews labored still more earnestly for
their recognition, tut there was yet a great obstacle to be
overcome. Whatever efiorts were made were put forward oy the
individual cogmmuities and without concerted action. Fﬁrther—
more the Portugese Jevs of the kingdem oppesed the efforts of
the Avignonese and German Jews, and often their petitions askwes
for directly opposite conditions. Thus EBerr-Isaac-berr{(27 on
behalf of the Jevs of Lorraine asked that the rabbis be appoin-
ted as Jewish authorities, while at the same time the Cews of
Luneville asked that they be freed from rabbinic authority. I¢
was only when the Jers placed their recuests to the Natio

nal Assembly entirely in tne hands of their Christian chamoions
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that anything was accomplished. Their emancipation might be
slow in coming, but it must necessarily result from the Revel.
tion in which the idea was contained and fundemental. (28) On
September 28, 1732 Gregoire and Prince Clermont-Tomnere addres
sed .the Assembly on behalf of the Jevs. The refult '.'.'as.a vole
instructing the presiding officer of the Assembly to send a ci
cular to all sections stating that the "Rihhts of Man" applied
also to the Jews.(29) This availed nothing in Alsace but it h
brought the Jewish question permanentl-y before the Assembly, f
on October 1, on the reguest ou a member of that body _it vot ed
to set aside a later date for the consideration of the con-
dition of the Jews.(30} Two weeks later, on the fourteenth,
Berr was given the opportunity to address the Assembly. He su
ceeded in moving them into a promise that at the next sessions

they would vote the equalizatton of the Jews with other citi-

zens.(31) In December of the same year{1789) the Jewish ques=
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tion came before the Assembly for depate. (32" Clermont-Tcnnere
"was its advocate. Robespierre, Dupont. Farnave.and Mirabeau
spoke in favor of it, but throuzh the opposition of the Abbé
Maury and the Eishops of Nancy and Clermont the decision was

- delayed. On the twenty-fourth of the same month another step
was gained in th.e erancipation of the Jevm, when the Assenbly
passed a decree to the effect that_a;l_i_ non-Catholics were eligi
ble to election to the S:iates-General and thereoy opened their
way to employments ooth civil and military. (33"

Eut matters seemed to have moved too slowly for the Jews,
for on January 29, 1790 the Carmelite district of Paris, the on
in which most of the Jews lived, prepared a set of resolutions
asking that henceforth the Jews might enjoy the rights of ac-
tive citizens.(34) This was undoubtedly due to the exertions

on the part of the Jews themselves, and it is gratifying to

note their efforts on their own behalf as well as those of



of their Christian friends who interested themselves in tne Jem
cause. The question was now belore the Assembly and must be
disposed of in one way or in the other. Delay could no lonzer
bé resorted to. Yet the greatest difficulty, that of unconcer
ted action, still showed itself: for on February 23, 1700 the
Portugese Jews of Eordeaux asked that they be guaranteed the
privilezes which they alread; enjoyed. With the support of .
Tallyrand, then Bishop of Autun, a motion was carried le%ally
ackniﬁedging for the Portugese, Spanish and Avignonese JBis
.of Eordeaux and Bayonne the rights they already possessed.{33)
This was the first real. 1lezal acknowledgment of the .Jevs, bui
the glory it brouzht the Jevs in having won it on their own
petition is diminished when we consider that the vote gave no

ney rights but only recoznized those of rich and cultured men

who dwelt in safety with nothing to fear from the passions of

the mob, while in the eastern provinces of the realm, the poor
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less-cultured, ofipresse:i yet faithful Jews were neitner taken
into consideration by their wealthv coreligionists, nor recoz-
nized by law, thereby giviny as it were .more arbument to the
fanatic peasant to rob, plunder and even kill the wretched moms
of a hated race. The pride and selfishness of the Portugese
Jess, wnose vanity fourd zreater pleasure in the family history
of a [ew hundred ysars than in the grand and glorious race his-
tory of thousands of generations., that pride and sel [ishness
never cast greater blemish on the Jewish name than at the time
when these haughty sons of Israel, filled with Castilian pride,
strove only for their own legal recognition and lifted not a

hand to improve the condition of their humble persecut ed orethre

[ PR
Horever, the Portugese Jevs alome were notconsiderejluhe

Jewish nation. That a part of it was recognized by law was a

favorable portent for those still unrecognized. The cuestion

was constantly bobbing up in the Natioral Assembly, On Februan
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25, 1720.36) it was brought up, oul a successtul ooposition on
the part ol Abbé Maury resulted in postponement. The Abbe,coul
not postpone the vote three days later in favor of the Portuges
Jers, but on April 15, when the Jewish auestion was again befor
the Assembly, he again succeeded in having it postponed.(37)
Nevertheless it was f{or “h em days only, for on April 18 a decr'?
passed the National Assembly and was subsequently sanctioncd by
the king, that the Jess of Alsace were under the protection
and authority of the laws of ich'e sthte and of the National
Guard. (36) Here was hope for the Jews of Alsace. Though not
as yet acknowledged full citizcens, the law had taxen cozni-
zance of them. They were again taken into notice when on July
26, 17¢0 a law was passed abolishing all taxes levied only on
the Jess. The lav was confirmed by Louis VI on August 7.(32

However, it was not until the following year that the Jews

gained the recognition for which they had been strivinz. In



vain were tro attempts made to bring the Jswish Juestion befor:
/

tne Fational Assembly. During the presidency of Gregoire,a
deputy'l‘iartineaul urged the quesiion on January 18& 1721, and
again on May 26 of the same year; but at neither time was any-
thing accomplisned. (40} The Jews themselves were not idle, fo:
those of Faris,desirous of establishing a symagozue, were sags:
that the vote should be taken by which they rizht be recog-
nized as citizens with full\rights. The day was near at-hand
vhen this hope would be realized. The constitution of Septienm
ber 1%2] had already been formulated and ratified without
recognizing the emancipation of the Jews. 'Just as matters wer
apparently unfavorable and clouds were beginniny to spread ove:
the prospects of the :Jews for emancipation, the proverbial s:l.
ver lining showed itself, for but a few days before the close
of the Assembly, a Jacobin member, Duport, broucht the questio-

before that body and succeeded by a vote taken on September

Ny
s
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'in zaininz the recognition of the German soeaking vens. {(<1),
The decree stated that the only rewirement for full citi-er-
ship was the taking of the civic oath and that the Jews were
eligible to this.(42) On Wovember 15 followinz, Louis AVI of
ficially recognized them.

Thus after a lonz and ardﬁous strugzle the Jevs were ac-
knowledged citizens. Theé French nation, tnrouzh its repressn-
tatives, had told the world that henceforth they would leok upor
the Jews as brethren, as citizens with the full rights of other
citizens. So France, a country that in tne dark days of the
iiddle Ages, days of passion and violence, of savagery triumdphaj
had been among the first to drive the Jews from its soil, now
in the days of freedom and recognized brotherhood, was the first
to make them citizens. That this would be accomplished the

spirit of the age secemed to {oretell. Nor was tnis liberation

of the Jews confined to France alone. The spirit of the Revolu-
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tion was csltag:eus. Morarchies of Europe had to unbend and lat
go of the divine right doctrine in order that ihe sovereizns
mizht save their thrones from crumoling as had that of the Sour
bons. The resoval of tne poil and toll-taxes [rom the Jess of
France was followed by a similar movement on the part of Prussi-
governnent.(<43) Likerise fhen lolland, Italy and the ERnine pro
vinces were annexed to France the position of the Jevys in these
countries was made the same iB every respect as that of t'he
Jews in France.(41) Allobstacles that had stood in the way

’

were at last removed and the Jevs of France were recoznized

v

citzens.
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CHAPTER 11.
1701-1806.

By t.h.e act of emancipation the French nation put its final
stamp of approval on ita.Jewish inhabitants and recognized their
morth as citizens, as well as the bemefits that the nation had

- PR
derived from them while they tived only as non-citizens in the
land. Some Jews had received from the sovereign letters of na-
turalizatton in return for .meritorious conduct and labor.. Thus
they were enabled to purchase landed property andengage in h'ono—
rable profiessions, in which their efforts redounded to the good
of the country and their own prOSperity.(.l). Through the commer-
cial activity of the Jews the i-"rench were indebted to them for
the banks of Bayonne and Bordeaux.{Q) .But the Jews knew alsov
how to make unselfish sacrifices for the land that -protected : .

them. At the formation of the National Guard the Jews joined in

a large proportion. In Paris alone one hfindred Jewish youths-
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enlisted and in Bordeaux a Jew was elected commander.(3) In
its.earliest phase the Revolution after the fall of the Bastile
erUght misfortune on the Jews in the places where the freedom-
maddened crowds attacked and beat them,(4i‘ And when France ato-
ned for this by making them citizens with the full rights of
citizens the Jews at once put - forth their ener?ies in the de~
votion to the sdate, arts and sciences.(5): According to a con-
temporary writerié) the Je¥s proved worthy of all thg rights
granted them.

The time approached now when a test might be put by which
the Jews could show whether they were truly good citizens in th
best sense. The story of the Revolution need not be told here.
Louis XVi.ﬁroved unequal to the task and in consequence was de-
posed. With the Divine:right-monarchy of the Bourbons violat ed,
and the king a prisoner of the people, the pa;sions of the mob

broke forth in all its fury. The king was made a prisoner, God
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was dethroned and Reason worshipped as the deity. A Reign of
Terror, such as only a i’aris mob can institute, held swdy. The
Jews, loyal citizens that they are to orgax.uzed governmeﬁt,
took no part in the furies of the Terror.¢7) All did not escap
though. Prominent men among the Jews were threatened. Fhus
Furtado, who later became i’resic’lent of the Asse'mbl.y of Notables
was forced to flee. (8')~ in order to escape becoming a sacri.fice
on the altar of .'La Femme' as the guillotine was spoken.of. Ir
Bordeaux, Charles Rixatto and three other prominent Jews were
seized, (9; but were fortunate enough to have their atonement
set at a heavy fine instead of :death. Nor did the enthromement
of Reasong%‘ffect the Jew'ls as far as the law went. That move-
ment was directgd chiefly against Catholicism and the Church,
and so other faiths escaped serious interferencs. ‘Jet‘the

Jews were not eqerywhere unmolested. In Mancy the synagogue

was turned into a YTemple of Reason, the Thorah and all Heprew
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books were burned, and the JOId and silver ornaments were conl
Iiscated.(lb) in Sfrasburg and Troyes(li; the Jews were compel
led to do business on the Sabbath Day and attgnd the Worship of
Reason on .'Jour Decadi'iTenth Day). In Metz they were confron-
ted with a peculiar difficulty. They did not dare bake Matzos
for the ?assover Festival until one courageous woman ingeniousl:
gained p;rmission'by saying that the Maizos were emblems of
Freedom.(iQ) ‘Again; it %aris, where there were at this fime
two schools, the teachers fere compelled to take their pupils
to the Temple of Reason on the Tentd Day.(13)-

Further than these comparatively: slight inconveﬁiences oo
placed—in-their—path, no other difficulties were set in the
way of thel{ews, and they were permitted to live their own
quiet -1ives in a time when noise and fury were the usual thing,
and peace and quiet were almost unknown. No doubt there may hav

been many individual cases not reported, .of Jews suffering agony
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and fear in the days when the streets of f’aris ran with blood
and when the 'pfovincial . towns were but servile imitations of
the capital. But in general the Jew was overlokked. The reli-
gious hatred and Bigotry that had f{or so long a time made life

almost impossible to the Jew, forgot its favorite victim in its

mad and sudden outburst against the Church, that power that once
ruled kings and princes and ekacfed tribute from many laniis.
The Church had shown itself false to the Revolution and unworthy
of support and so the Church must go. But the populace, un~

thinking as it was, did not reflect that the Church was not
Bod, and because it was ungodly the people were not warranted
in believing that God had ceased to be. It was hardly tobe ex-

pected that a people held in check most tightly, when once
broken forth into freedom under the guidance of fiery, rash

leaders, imbued only with selfiish ambitions for power and self-

protec-ion, would stop to reason about its dcdions . Reason it
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it keew only as a pass-word to some new innovation. Action,

quick,thorough and in plenty was all that was wanted by the
nation that had so long been kept inactive by its rulers. I:
such times, the Jew, accustomed to respect the authority of 1
government, and taught the need thereof by his laws and prece
very naturally remained as quiet as possible and withdrew to
the background without attracting at.tention to himself. He
bore his share o‘f military duty,(l«-l) ‘quietly entered the pro-~
fessions that were now open to him and in general bent his ene

s’

gles v improving himself and his position. SQ little of im-

portance is heard of the Jew in suc}; times of unrest and distu
ﬁowever, the time came when the frightful state of affair:
that had hela sway from 1793 to 1795 must come to an end, -and
so it did. But from the ashes of the Terror hhat had for three
years given France neither peace nor rest, her citizens no

safety, but fear and dread, arose the light of a new "Terror'",
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believe only to use them, as he did everythfng else, for his
own selfish purpauses, could be foreseen from the fact that al-
ready in iﬁGé, while in fgypt; he looked upon them as means
worthy of his efforts to employ them #n his own behalf. For,
when planning his campaign in Egypt and the East, the young
General addressed a call to the Jews of Esia and Africa, . in-
viting them to join his army, and, fighting beneath his standg
shoulder to shoulder with his own troops, to try and recapture
from the Turk the Holy Land whose cpital, Jerusalem, he would
restore again in all its glory-(i?) From the extract from the
Moniteur contained in the note we see clearly Napoleon's schen
He woulll not only found for himself am empire in the East,’
such as Alexander had built uﬁ, but he would alao enter Furopé
from the rear, and fightin; his way from the Bosporus to the
Rhine,. would carry the Liberty of France to all down;trodden

Burope, crushinj its monarchs beneath his mighty sword and th



power of France, which latter, no doubt, he himself intended

to direct, as later he did. So, kno‘.vint that the Jevs were
numerous in the Easty he promised to restore Judea to the glory
and renown it had en joyed under Solomon, a promise, which, had
the present:day Zionists lived then, would have been seized upor
by them with delight, hailing Napoleon as the Messiah,~in which
light he came to be looked upon at no distant date.

Napoleon wass accustomed to look upon matters from all
sides. We are told that when he went to battle or bezan some
new movement he had his plans fully pi'epared and thoroughly
tested, watching not only his own moves, but ciiscgrning also
the actions other powers and forces wofild take to check him,
and arranging his own accordingly. May it not be then that
thia clear-:minded, far :seeing soldier promised to restore Jeru-
salem to the Jews from a greater motive than merely to augment

his army? Napoleoﬁ always appreciated the importance of having
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‘as great an army as he could possibly muster, but he also recs
nized the advantage of having friends in the enemies' country.
Considering this, Napoleon saw the vast benefi.ts that woulld ac
crue to him, if in his contemplated march from Constantinople

- their
to Paris, the Jevs of Eastern Europe, showing ¥iy¢ goatitude

for the restored Jerusalem, would flock to him as friends, joi-
ning his armies and aiding him with money and supplies that
they might be able to furnish him. This was a very defir1-1te R/
part of a later.plan, as we shall see, and it seems to have
been his plan also'\_here. -ﬁow many Jews were enthused at the
prospect of a new Jerusalem and snatched avt the bait Napoleon
so temptingly held out to them,we can not say. Yet one, who

if he had fallen in with his plans would have proved in himself
worth almost the entire people, Napoleon failed to lure by these

fascinating hopes. This was Chayim Maalem Farchi,(18) the fi-

mance minister of the Pasha of Acre,. and to him, perhaps, it is
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largely due that Napoleon's conguering . march throughEzypt
and Syria kas firmly checked at Acre. Napoleon tried to bribe
Farchi to deliver Acre into his hands. But here Napoleon showed
that he had to learn a new lesson concerning the Jew, namely,
that in whatever country he may live, under whatever govérnment
he may be, the Jes is a faithful subject to the power that
protects and recognizes him. This truth Farchi well exemplified
For he not only refused to consider Napoleon's proposals, he
. opposed him all the more for them, and even allied himself
with Phgland, Napoleon's arch ememy.(lg)‘ Fardhi was able to do
‘all this through the confiidence which his master haa reposed in
him and which he well merited..
Napoleon was now forced to fall back into Ezypts where he
made no nev or important advances toward erectﬂi the maﬁ}th

empire of his dreams. Shortly afterwards affairs in France

came to such a pass as to demand a man of energy and action,



such as could safely guide the ship of state pas% the shoals

of an impending Revolution and ’ferror as had been experienced.
Napoleon, .leaving his army in Egypt under Kleb'er,. hast ened bact
to Paris, and by virtue of hislstrength and force of character,
together with the support of the army and of the.people, natu-
raily became lea;ler. At the time of his return the Jews were
recognized as citizens with full rights but only as individuals
It remained for thew to receive the official recognition 'of
their religion.(Qb) The first indication that it was Napoleon'
intention to do\this is found in an address of M. Portalis(deli-
vered by direction of Napoleon to the Assembly in March 1802.
(QI)v In this address M, Portalis said :;" In as much as the ad-
ministration has taken up the organization of the various

faiths, it has taken cognizance of the Jewish religion. This

one like all others shall partake of our freedom. But the Jews

are less a religion than a people. They exist among all mations
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without assimilating #ith them. However, the administration has
felt bt;und to respect the unity of this people, which despite
all the changes of centuries has lived to our day, and which re-
gards it as its highest. privilege to resard God alone as its
Law-.glver.“ ﬁp to this time Napoleon had no cau'se to think i1l
of the"éews. He had found them good citizens ani brave soldiers,
The reports of his captains spoke of them only in words of praist
(22) They reported that ;'the‘Jews protect the French namékGon—
servant le nom Francais), that they are worthy of possessing it
) \

(rendus digner de le porter) and that their conduct has not gi-
ven rise to any kind of complaint '(auctm espdce de mécopt ent)."
That his generalslcould report this favorably of the Jews was
soon shown Napoleon in his own prese.nce, ‘for at the battle of

Austerlitz, which he seems to have regarded as his greatest bat-

tle, a number of :Jews fought with such distinguished valor and

showed themselves as ‘men of such great bravery as to win the de-
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coration oc the Legion of Honor. (23) However, Napoleon's opi-
nion of and manner toward the.Jews was soon to change. It seems
that -after his victorious campaign against Austrda in 1806, fror
the time that Napoleon founded the.Confederation of the Rhine
(July 1806) and was brought into close contact with the prinoes.
of those states, he imbibed their hatred of the Jev, for from
th;s time on his former favorable p#Xjﬂj opinion was suddenly
changed to a disposition entirely unf;vorable.(24) While so~
Journing 1p Strasbourg he heard from tﬁe citizens, who had long
endeavored to keep the Jews from their city, complaintsvagainst
the Jevs of Alsace, reports of theéir successful and unrelenting
practice of usury at exorbitant rates of interest. (25f Here
was an opportunity for action with a dual purpose tending towarc
r?sults highly favorable to himself. Napoleon returned to Pa-
rim, indignant iﬁku the conduct of the Jeaws and resolved to

place restrictions upon all.(26)



This strange and sudden changze of front toward the Jess shows
again the wily diplomat and shrewd tyrant, the peerless stat es;
man who sees , . in what is only a fanatical cc?mplaint against

a hated race a great opportunity for brilliant, dag=ling action
whose ulterior motive was to bring greater advantages and 79;
sources to himself. To listen to cries of hia Bew subjects, gyi
cries which he knew to be only the echo of centuries of bigotry,
was a nea;: and delicate compliment to the princelings .thig great
warrior had just succeeded in pressing under his thumb; princes
whose lives seemed to be consumed rather with the desire to make
the life of the Jew miserable than with improving that of their
Christian sub jects. But while he was Introducing his tyrannical
rule in the guise of a b.eneficent administration that sought onl;
the subject's welfare, he was actuated also by another thought.

The Jens were accused of excessive usury; their rates of int e;

rest impoverished their Christian victims: this must have brought
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them great wealth and if they could be brouzht more closely
and Hirectly under ﬁapoleon's control they would prove a very
valuable source of income to the government and might be looked
upon as a strong resou:re upon which to fall back for the consd:-
mation of the tyrant's plans. Then,it was always a leading prii
ciple with Napoleon to turn everything to his own advantage,
making it a means that at some distant day might prove effi-
cient in the working out of his hopes and ideals. He alw.ays
prepared resources for the future, for some unforeseen ex-
igency. So he intended to bring. these usurious Jevs wore com-
pletely into his power. But, very tortunately‘for him, until
these complaints were registered with him, he had no real groumd
for paying specjal attention to the Jews. A new program with
rezard to them was to be inaugurated. He would look upon them

with disfavor, considering them a people who needed reformation

and renovation, a cleansing of some dark spots from off their
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character before they would be wholly worthy of the privileges
they enjoyed. This opinion would readily find root elsevhere

and sprout into a mighty growth, thereby giving him some justi-
fication, - (and he never wanted much J,-:for maddlinz in the in-

ternal as well as the external affairs of the Jews, The dis=-
pleasure toward the Jess, which Napoleon so qﬁickly cultivated,
was not .without its definite purpose, and though his Hisgust
with them bears the semblence of earnestness, we see in i.t only
the plan of a shrew{mind acting from some secret motive. But
of this we will speak at greater length in a chapter devoted
entirely-to a stud-y of Napoleon's motives with regard to the}.le'.vs
To return to the facts of the case. On his return to Paris
after the baltle of Aust erlitz, Napoleon brought the matter be-

fora the Council of State, (27) which referred it to the depart-

ment of the Interior. The head of this department in turn re-

ferred it te M. Mol(’a, as a committee of one to investigate.How~
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ever, this was only form, as Molé's appointment came from Napo-
leon, as we: see from both authorities. -(27§ ¥old's report was
to be read to the Council of State. It came up at a meeting at
which the Emperor was not present. As might have been expected
from Molé, who was only the youthful, excitablelmouth:piece of
an anli-philosophic, Je.v;bait ing crowd of which M. Bc:ald and M.
de Fontanes were the leaders, the report was unfavorable to the
Jews. it advised that the Jevs be put under special restric-
tive laws. The committee accepted as true all the charges with
regard t> usury and other evi'l practices of ‘wlhich the Jews were
accused, and in his fiery way Mo1% denounced them, advising that
they be treated as a separate class. The Council of State, whid
saw through the report at.once, and recognized in it the inspi-~

ration of de Bo'}ald, received the report with smiles and disdain.

(28% But it was received in another spirit also. M. Regmault

immediately exposed and denounced the report, stating that bes .
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cause a belief was to quite & degree uﬁiversal it need not
necessarily be sustained. ﬁ; Eeugnot, who had recently been
appointed Councillor of State, treated the question it botton
with much logic, spirit and ability. The opinion of the Cour
cil was evidently opposedto the report, for its memkers, be-
ing for the most part men of honor, saw, as M. de Bapante
states, that it was undermining one of the basic principles o:
the French law to make any distinctions betweep citizens be;
cause of religion, and as Molé's report implied this, that it
was rtdiculous to ask a creditor whether he thought he ought t
be paid. The Chancellor there upon remarked that the Emperor
attached great importance to this matter and that his opinion
was contrary to that which seemed to prevail, an§ it was.there-
form necessary to lay the discusston over until such a day
when the Emperor might be able to .prestdb.i?@i The questior

was brought up for discussion in a meeting held at St. Cloidd,
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(561{3 April SO, 1806. (Sl .) The presenc e of the Bmperor did not
act as a check upon the members attending, for,as in the earli
meeting, so here, the yentlemen spoke #ith warm'th and earnest-
ness against dhe report of M. Molg and the action which it ad-
vised. M. Beuznot open‘ed the discussion. (32) He did nst know
that in the Bouncil of State discussion took the f»orm of con-

versation, and as this was his first discassion in the presenc
of the Emperor he blundered miserably. "Intoxicated with his-

success, he was on this occasion emphaticl. pretentious, decla-
matory, all that he should not have been."” The Emperor grew
impatient ; one pkrase of M.Beuznot's had especially irritated
him. The latter had termed any measure that would make excep-
tions against the Jews as "a battle lost in the field of justic
That this condemnation of his methods, though not intended as

such, should be spoken in Napoleon's very presence and with se-.

rious sincerity, stung the Emperor to the quick. He arose at
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the conclusion of M. Bevgnot's address and spoke vfith an anima
tion and energy that were quite unusual, replying to Beugnot's
speech "now with raillery, now with calmness.'. The report of
Mol’%, which was just what Napoleon wanted, was opposed as bein;
subversive to the theories and ideals of the Revolution. (33)
He spoke against theories, against ge.neral and absolute princi-
ples, against men to whom facts were notitng and who sacrificec
reality for abstractions. (34) He spoke bitterly against t.he
phfase of "a lost Battle". Then a reading of Mol€'s report was
asked. MM. Regnault and de Segur spoke against it (&%, remin-
ding Napoleon that everywhere, except in Alsace, the Jevs were
held in esteem;(Ssé Action was then taken.; a commission of thr
was then_appointed to .mquire into the condition of ‘tha Jews
in Alsace and into their principles and customs concerning

usury.{ /3¥% The appointees were MM.Pasquier, Portalis and Moléd

(33) The question was then deierred to a liter meeting for fur.



ther consideration. iEﬁ")

A second meeting of the Council was held on May 7.(40)
The report of the commission was maf'le. Pasquier had busied him
self gathering information. "His report"as M. de Bazahte says,
"was very instructive and calmed the Emperor who then came to
‘the very sensible conclusion that the Jewish religion ought to
be officially authorized and given a legal existence." In fa;t

between the two meetings of the Council Napoleon had changed hi.

attitude toward the Jevs, abandoning his antagonism toward hkhem
He probably considered that if he was to accomplish anything at
all with the Jews he must assume a quiet, conciliatory attitude
rather than an openly antagonistic one. He must have been mind.
ful of the history of the Jews and have recognized the fach that
the ancient people was after all stiff:necked: so he determined

on a different line of action, one by which he recognized his

aims could be accomplished and even be aided thereto by the
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Jews themselves. So to accomplish his idea of giving the Jenis
religion a lezal organization he issued a decree on Xay %a,130¢
. -iordering the convention of the Assembly of Notables to
meet in i’aris on July 15, to express the wishes of the Jewish
people and to devise plans by which the Jev.vs could be improved
and useful arts introduced among them. The represé}atives
should be gathered not only from France proper, but also from
Germg.n provinces and from Italy. The edict also suspended- for
one year all proceedings taken by Jewish creditors to recover
sums loaned. This last named condition, when discussed in the
Council of State, caused a violent debate as it was opposed as

being an infringement on civil rights (43
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CﬁAPTER IT1.
The Assembly of Notables.

The decree of May 20, 1306 havirg been promulzated, the
delegates to the assembly were appointed according to article
IIi of that decree. } by the prefects of the departments from
among the rabbis, landed proprietors and other renowned Jevs.
The coming together of these notables at the appointed time was
quite a surprise to P?,_pis. It created a great stitr in the city.
Its need was not seen, Napoleon's motives were not known, and
like all unusual events in the French capital it was freely
discussed in the public places, in newspapers and in the salons
of the day.(2 ) But with all this discussion the people were
none the wiser as to Napoleon's.n .1 ; purposs In His decree

Napoleon stated that his purpose was to "revive sentiments of

civil morality in those professing the Jewish religion, ' and in

order to do so these Nodables were to give their opinions as to
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how he could best act to "restore among their [rethren the prac—
tice ofi useful arts and professions aadl replace by an honest in-
dustry the shameful resources to which many among them have de-
voted themselves from father to son for so many centuries.” And
again, in a letter to his Minister of Interior, M. de Champagny,
nr.lem b
States his"purose is to reconcdle the belief of the Jews with
the duties of the French and to make them useful citizens, be-
ing resolved to remedy the evil to which so many among them have
subjects

given themselves to the detriment of our.¢I¥iZeny." (3 1« How
sincerely Napoleon meant this and what cause he had to take
such a stand we will discuss at length later; here we pause only
long enough to mention that a contemporary writes (4 "states

that the Jews were not the only ones who practised usury and the

charge to that extent did not warrant the calling of the Notable

Assembly; while his desire to make the Jews better citizens was

useless as that rested entirely with the Jews themselves,éﬁ" the
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National Assembly in its decree left nothing more to be dene t
give the Jews citizenship.

On July 23, a message from the Emperor amounced that th
f;rst meeting of the assembly should take plac;a on the 25th, a°
the Hotel de Ville and told them of the purpose and the work o.
the convocation. (6,+ Two days later, on Sabbath:day July 25,
1806 the Notables convened. ('6.' .} Napoleon had given them per-

mission to ad journ the first meetiny if they felt themselves

7

bound to abstain from every ki-nd of labor' but they did not

avail themselves of the permission. The question was indeed

’ 1
raised whether the ballots for presiding of ficer might be writt
it being Sabbathf . 1t was decided that it might be done, and
so this was done. The election named Furtado as President.®

Napoleon himself never came into contact with this Assembl;

His messages to it and relations with it were through the mediu

of his three imperial commissioners, M. Mole’, Pasquier and
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Portalis. Of these Mol& was the head, and a more unwelcome or
improper commissioner of Jews could not have been chosgn. ¥ole
was the youngest of the three men and,as beIore_mentioned, was
generally looked upon as the vehicle by which to spread the anti
Jewish slanders of de Bonald and his cligue of Jew.—baiters.lo
Hia appointment as chief proxy of Napoleon with whom the assem-
bly had to deal held forth little promise of satisfaction to
the Notables. in that meeting of the Council of State in which
the promulgation of the decree of May 30th was discussed Mola’

had favored measures against the Jevws and seemed thereby to have
er .

gained the great favor of Napoleon.!! Ke was commissioned by

the Emperor to write an essay on "Inquiries into the Political

and Religious Status of the Jevs from the Days of Moses to the

Present Time". It was strongly anti-Jesish!2 » but was at once

published in the Mo::iteur. an act showiny that it had received

imperial approval. Among its many false, bigoted and ridiculous
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statements was one bearing directly on the purpose of the As-
on¢ fAAt

sembly and must have pleased Napoleon greatly. He said that
"the vice of usury was to be considered aa inherent in the cha-
racter of every true Jes and so implanted in him that no earthly
power could ever eradicate it from him."

This position of active and offensive hostility on the part

’

of Mole continued throughout the sittings of the Assembly and
caused much trouble and friction. On July 29 the &$sembly met
for the second time and M. Molé opened with an address that was
cold and offensive.!3 p the words of M. Pasquier :4 asother
of the commissioners, the address "revealed a marked hostility
to the Jews, and was not of a kind to inspire them with confi-
dence in the intentions of the government." The address was re-

plete with sentiments such as this: 2'The conduct of many among

those of your persuasion has excited complaints that have found

their way to the feot of the throne: hhese complaints are foun-
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progress of the
with the stopping of the,evil and has wished to hear from you

on the means of providin- a remedy-"15 Azain in the Gommittee
of Nine, appointed later to prepare the work of the Sanhedrin,
Mo14's presence proved most offensive and disquieting; the
Committee accomplished nothing with the imperial commissiomers
, [
when Mole was present and only came to a compromise at a mesti!
from which he was absent. 18 This antagonistic attitude on the
part of Molé was 2ll the more disgusting hoth to the Assexbly
and to his fellow-commissioners in that his zreat -grandmother
had been of Jevish blood and it was from her family that the !
, .

Mole fortune came.l7

It is not difficult to see through these facts to get at
Napoleon's purposes. Likevise can we sce the same from facts

concerning the Natables themselves. [t was an Assembly of Jes

ish Notables, but it was by no means an Assembly of the Repre-
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of the
sentative Jews of France. The delegates to the Assembly were

selected by the prefects of the Departments from among those
that "enjoyed the highest reputation, and also of those who
were looked upon as likely to prove most momplaiﬂant."18 If»
this was the idea of the government, it was only half success;
ful in accomplishing it. For though some of the memb.ers of tf:;
Assembly, and perhaps among their chief, Furtado, were tho-
roughly complaisant and worlked in perfect harmony with tr;e
wishes of the Emperor, whatever they might be, playing the pail
of easily regulated puppets in the directing hands of theny‘nast
ter, yet many of them were men of deep, earnest and unshakable
convictions, who, thouzh at first timid in asserting themselve
when it came to declaring principles the government desired to

denouncing <
have affrlimed, were not backward in ¢#gja¢iny them as falses.

Y P
o ‘h\wd\‘_pum ? )
betrayding Judaism, and in refusing to give thair personal as-

sent to the statements. "It had gbnerally been supposed that
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they were governed soleAy by their pecuniary interests, that th«
adhered to their religion merely as a matter of custom and es -
pecdally to make their consciences feel easy on the score of
of living at the expense of all countries which harbored them o
tolerated their presence:; but one found oneself face to face
with men vastly superior to the common herd with which., gene-
rally speaking, public opinion clamsed them. Thoroughly con-
versant with their religion and its principles, they were
strengthened in their attachment to it by the animadversion it
drew upon them, and their wellcultivated minds were replete
with every kind of knowledge. It was therefore no longer pos-
sible to ignore the existence of a Jewish nation, the dregs of

under

which alone had so far come. §. 44i¢ notice, and which, owing to
the care bestowed in selecting the members of the assembly,

)

spoke a language worthy being listened to. nl9 They may not at

first have divined Napoleon's purposes and intentions, but ere
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long many of them saw that they were to be as clay in the hands
of the Emperor, and many revolted, both in word and in action.
At first they thought that Napoleon had conceivgd. his idea of
their political redemption while in Egypt, and that this was a
further movement in his plan to re;establish them in P'alestine?
But later, when certain answers were required of the Notables,
"the most enlightened and most influential members of the As~
sembly”, unmilling to betray their sacred cause) "{nformed
the commissioners that ;che declarations asked of them not only
embarrassed them and were delicate matters for their conscienc':
but that according to all appearances they would prove utterly
valueless; that they were in no wise qualified to exact obedi-
ence [rom their coreligionists: that from the very fact that
t.hey were selected by the government, it was not possible to

consider them representatives of the Jewish nation, and as

having the right to make stipuldtions in their name. "<l This
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was not to pro-oke more action on the part of Napoleon, though
it did result in that, but rather to discourage the action
already taken. However we must by no means think that all the
Notables felt as did those men of‘;imﬁﬁ convictions and !
strong character » There were a sufficient number who acted
in ali according to the Emperor's directions, to carry the
votes as was desired by Napoleon. Among these stands forth as
the foremost, Furtado, the presiding officer. Graletz22 wri-
ting many years after, speaks of him as a man of noblest. t™ s
thoughts and broadest view, but Pasquier the commissioner, wit
whom Furtado was thrown much into contact.&i¥, and who seems
to be very faiminded in his judgements concerning the Assembl

23 :
stells us that the Notables viewed him with distrust. They
believed "that he held to his religion merely by the feeling
which forbids a man abandoning the religion in which he was

born ,—------ His opinions were based on philosophic indiffe-
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rence.” That he was not the right man for the position of
President of the Assembly we see from the fact that the Alsati:
and Avignonese rabbis said (perhaps for the sake of opposition.
that "'1t was an. easy matter to.u’ﬂ“all he(Furtado) knew of hi
Bible was through Voltaire." His in‘fluence, according to Pas -
quier, was null over an assembly of men animated with deepest
religious convictions. Perhaps it was a part of his political
creed to work in perfect harmony with the will of the Emperor;
for, had he been a man of deep, earnest and sincere religious
conviction, such as should have occupied his position, he
would never have given his assent to actions that did receive i
and the work of the Assembly would have resulted in far more
than it did and would have been of real, lasting value. I be-
lieve that the rabbis were rizht when they said that Furtado

knew little of the Bible or of.- religious doctrine, for he

seldom spoke on questions that were debated, and when he arose



to express an opinion it usually turned out to be a eulogy
on the greatness and goodness of Napoleon. He went out of his
way, like a fawning princeling, to heap praises. and rew.wn on
the name of the Emperor.

But to return th the work of the Assembly. The second
meet ing was held on July 29, when the imperial commissioners
brought twelve questions that MNapoleon desired answered.24 Th

The questions were: 1~ Is it lawful for the Jews to marry

more than one wife? 2: Is divorce allowed by the Jewish re-
ligion? Is divorce valid when not. Y¥an¥ad pronounced by courts
of Jjustice but according to laws in contradiction to those of

the French code§ 3: Can a Jewess marry a Christian and a Jew
a Christian woman, or does the law allow the Jews to inter mar.:

ry among themselves only. 4- In the eyes of the Jews are

the French considered as prethren or are they looked upon as

strangers? 5- In elther case what line of conduct does the
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law prescribe toward Frenchmen not of their religiorv?:,‘,/

6- Do Jews torn i-n France and treated by the <law as French
citizens consider France their country? Are the:,f bound to de-~
fend it, to obey the laws and to conform to the dispositions of
the civil codey?

7~ Who appoints the rabbis?

8— What police jurisdiction do the rabbis ex¢ercise among the
Jews; what judicial power do they enjoy among them?

9: Are these forms of election and the police-judicial.
Jurisdiction regulated by ldw or are they only sanctioned by
custom'}'

10~ Are there professions whidh the law forbids the Jews to
practice?

11~ Does the law.forbid the Jews from taking usury from ¢r ~n. -
their grethren® .. -

12, Dees it forbid or does it allow to take usury from strangers
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These tw'elve questions submi{-ted hy the Emperor were refer
red by the Assembly to a committee to prepare answers. <

v . e
.The committee consisted of Simzheim, Andrade, de Golegua,Sez1,

[9saak Berr and Lazare. The committee in turn placed the:
work entirely in the hands of Sim:zheim who by himself answere
the questions and reported o-—nithem on August 3. His answers
proved satisfactory fo the committee, the Assembly and the
Emperor. However the questions were debated by the assembly
in the meetings of August 4, 7, and 12\ None caused any = J
|
vehement debate save the one on intermarriage. This was the-!

most Important question of the set.

The first qustion was anspered in the negative, that it

waa not lawful for the Jews to marry more than one wife, that

|
]
the law, however, does ne! forbid it. Jews in this follow the

law of the land in which they live.

The second question, as to divorce,was answered in a sim-

i
|
l
|
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ilar way. Divorce is allowed by  evish law, but only when it
has been pronounced by the civ\\l law. Here the principle was
emphasized that in civil and political matters submission to
the law of'the stdte is the first requisite.

Now came the third and most vexatious question, that con;-_}
‘cerning marriage. Its answer when read to the Assembly created
much debate. Opinions were expressed that it was too weak and
did not go far enough, that it should have stated that such’
marriages were not approved because of the diificult consejuence:
Some believed that such marriages were unlawful, while others
maintained that as there was no direct law against marriage
with Christians it must be lawful. One member remarked that.
th—ough such marriages might result in great domestic inconve-
niences yet the political advantages that would accrue from

from a permission of the intermarriage/demanded that it be de-

clared lawful. Here was domestic felicity thrown to the winds



for political preferment and yet very many members applauded
the opinio.n.‘26 fhe answer as, {inally voted is in our opinion
very weak and unsatisfactory. It portrays a consciousness on
the part of the writer of the fact that his answer was a com-
promise between the/.iictates of conscience and the demands of
the gover.nment. The Mosaic law was consulted and followed acs
cording to the letter not the spirit thereof. Interm:arr.iage
was forbidden only with the Canaanites and idolators v)“ereaé,
since the Christians are not idolators, the prohibition does
not extend to them. Again it depended on whether the sovereig:
chose to recognize such marriages or not. The opinion was ex-
pressed that the Jevish law could not deny the lezality of
such marriages if civilly contracted but would not recognize
them religiously. Though this would not be serious as a Jew

who married a Christian woman would still have to be consis
i

dered a Jew.



The answer was wholly evasive and unsatisfactory. The
majority, in not insisting on a firm and full answer, declaring
that mixed marriages were forbidden, and aocording‘to the spirit
of the Nosaic and rabbinical 1aut§‘ they are certainly forbidden,
stating the reasons why this is so and ho# the Jevish life is
such that an intermarriage must result in an abandonement of the
inherited religion on the paxtof one of the personsfor that of
that of the other, or if religion be not entirely nezlected,
result in domestic unhappiness, instead of taking such a strong,
firm.s . stand on the matter, the majority voted for an insipid

I
partial opinion that in its limpness would not c*fend the governr

|
ment. Here was the first mistake that showed 4erth the Assembly. '
to no advantage, but as a gathering of men brought together to
do the will of another though it be not in accordance with the

dictates of reason and conscience. Hew absurd of the Notables

to descend to a sophistry almost unworthy of a medievalist, set-
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ting forth the principle that rarriages #ere prohititea azcor-

ding to Mosaic law only with the Canaanites cecause they were

hibition could not extend to them. FKow many of these r-en,
learned in the law, life and custom of Israel’s relizion sin=
cerely believed that tne adherentsof the Catheolic Church sith
its veneration of saints and sacraments were n>t idela‘ors.

.Buch weak-kneedness in men who are supposed to b2 the teachers

and leaders of their fellowsmen is disgusting and conte-ptible

T~

—_— T

and should have brought upon those who showed it the contampt
of theétr mora earnest cereligionists.

The fourth question, whether the Jevs consideredthe Freacth
as brethren or strangers, was answered in the former way, that
the Frenchmen were trethren of the Jess. The Bible and Tal -

mud were cited to support this vievw and the answer as finally

voted proved satisfactory to all. The ma jority vote on the









were no professions which the Jewish law prohibits but on the
contrary the Talmud urges the practice of professions
ao

The eteventh and twelfth questions delt with. the right of
the Jes to take usury from their coreligionists and from non-
Jews. The answers 'to these questions are the most satisfactory
and logical. They begin with acorrection of the word g§g£z,
stated clearly and succinctly that the Hebrew language had b.ut
one word for intere.st of any kind and that as usury is a word
relativg to interest, the Hebrew language should have two sep-
arate terms to express the ideas of mere interest anD interest !
at exorbitant rates. There is however but. one word, '}’J s
and therefore the idea of usury is alien to the Hebrew language.

There is another protf to substantiate this answer, for accer=-

ding to Jewish lam there was to be no interest at all on loans

unless the loan be invested in commercial transactions in
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which it was proper that the lender should receive a m derate
percentage for his risk. ﬁowever, loans that were made in orde.
to assist a brother or nei:hbor in distress were pot to bring
interest That no distinction is made in this between the Jev
and non—Jew was shown from Scriptural passages which place the
stranger on the same footing with the native born.

These answers when read to and approved by the Notables
were then given to the imperial commissio ners and referred 'to
Napoleon. VYMeanwhile August 15 was set aside for a celebration
of the Emperor's birthday. The greatnes and goodness of lapo -
leon were lauded in speech, song and poetry.

At the next meetinz of the Assembly, September 1& the
commissioners returned with a communication relative to the
Notables'answers. M. Mol; addressed the Assembly expressing

the perfecf satisfaction of the Emperor with the answers sent

him and hie delight at the spirit with which they had been sute
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mitted. 2’

'i’he answers themselves pleased him so much, in that
they gave so true and accurate a statement of the position of
the Jews, that he desired to have them formu]ne.d into Jewish
law, and as the Aisembly of Notables could ndtdo this, he
purposed to revive the ancient éreat Sanhedrin.<8 fhis

modern revival of the ancient Sanhedrin was to be in all rese
pects exactly like its prototype, consisting of seventy-one
members, with its Nassi, Ab Beth Din and Chacham. This an:
nouncement created the highest enthusiasm. The Notables were
delighted with the prospect of seeing the Jews ofi all Burope
reunited in one central authoritat#ve body. The message of tls
Emperor left the impression that the émhedrin would be perra=
nent though in another sentence it hinted at only a tempo-
rary existence ofi the body. However they need not worry,

whatever the results the Sanhedrin might accomplish, *¥he

free exercise of religious worship an the full enjoyment of
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politif:al rights 'were secured to them by the pledge of the
Emperor himself. Allthat Napoleon desired in return for this
was a religious pledge that the Jewvish people wou%d live in
accordance with the principles set forth for them in the answers
of the Notables.

If the meetings of the Notable Assembly i+ heretofsre
had the tinge of a comedy, we come now to the farce-and a
tragic farce it was. Once bsfore had the opportunity been
kiven these men, filled with the spirit of religious zeal, to
assert themselves and declare as Jevish doctrine that which the
law, tradition and the 1ife of the Jevs had sanctioned as such
. irrespective as to whether it was what the imperial master
wanted or not. So now again came the opportunity to redeem
themselves of their former weakness and error, to assert their
man.hood and individuality even &% the risk of incurring the im-

perial disfavor, and to repudiate the dictates of the Emperor,
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to obey which meant the stranglinfg of the voice of conscience
within them; self-humiliation before their own souls. Here
was the occasion to. show that while the Jevish pe.ople could no
}onger show the bravery and fortitude of the race on battle-.
fields of nmational struggles, the manhood,the stropg earnest
character and sincerity of purpose taught by Jewish law and
ethics still animated the denationalized sons of Israel. But,
alas/.the wily Emperor had placed the fear of himself upon.
these notable men so skillfully and so intensely, that the fear
of heaven had departed or had been lost in the fear of one
great man.

But to be more explicity to prove and explain the ﬂisgus't
that the action of the Notabley in accepting the consistorial
plan arouses in every honest heart. In the same communication

“in which .
{14 the Emperor announced the formation of the Sanhedrin, He

directed the Nogables to appoint a Gommittee of Nine<® which
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with the aid of the commissioners was to prepare the sork of X
the Sanhedrin. When a plan had been agreed upon ths Notables
w'ere to sanction it and the Sanhedrin must then accept it and
work accordingly. This was but another way of tying the hands
of the Notables and members of the Sanhedrin and securing them
to a greater degree as tools in the hands of the Emperor. f%he
Committee of Nine was a convenient means, appointfd by the Nots
ables themselves,by which to direct the actions of the SanhédPJ
When this Committe ofNine met with th commissioners to formu-
late a working plan they learned that all they were to do was
to accept what the commissioners proposed in the name of Napow
leon. At this they rebelled. They showed spirit and refused
to accept some of the propositions dictated by Mold. The lat -
ter was furious and several meetings were held without accom-

plishing anything. How long this would have continued we can

not say, but a decision was reached in a meeting from which
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Hol1& was absent.SC At this meet ing M¥. Pasjuier and Portalis
with gentle words and quiet demeanor, without any display of
the hostility which was so marked in the conduct cgf bfolé, but
rather desiring to conciliate the Committee, succeeded in havi:
them accept the plan that had been arranged for therm. In juiet
friendly werds they succeeded in doing that which the hostility
of Mole threatened to block entirely, namely to force the plan
on the Notables.

We must credit the Committee of nine with dhe stronz show
of firmness they displayed, with their unvillingness which
they so forcibly dmphasized, against the plan of seeing their
rabbinate formulated into an extensive police system, their
sacréd institation of the Sanhedrin turned into a puppet -show.
The plan purposed was foréed upon them;51 they accepted in the

hopes that the Essembly would reject it. And yet when We rsad

the report of the Committee, which distinctly, in the last sen-
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ments containing less than twe ' thousand Jews the consistori-
al synagogue shall be formed in and have jurisdiction
over as many departments as are required to make yp the requi-
red number. The consistory is to be in the town having the
greatest Jewish population ‘and was to consist of a Grand Rabbi

and three lay men, two of whom were to be residents of the town

{
which is the seat of the consistory.” At the suggestion of the

consistorial synagogue ami with the bermlssion of the authoriti
other synagogues might be established. fhe authorities were to
name twenty, five Notables, who in turn were to nominate the
members of the Consistory, while the authorities were to ap.point
them. The functions of the Consistory were to see tha\‘: the
answers of the Notables and the laws of the Sanhedrin were not

violated, to maintdin order in the synagogue, to regulate the

finances thereof and to encourage the practiee of professions

and lastly to prepare the lists of constripts. At Paris there
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was to be instituted a Central Tonsistoar; co-pcsei of two iar
men and three Rabbis chosen {rom the nu~ter of Zrand Razcis.
This Consistory was to supervise ali depart.‘:ental. consistoriss
but was subj.ect in its acts to the authority of the 2ivil
authorities. The requirements for aprecintrent as ranti were
nativity or naturalizatioz amd certilicate as to his adilities.
After 1820 a knowledge of French or Italian was to te rejuirs
The functions of a rabbi were to texch relizion, to incul:at'e
the doctrines contained in the decisions of .tne Sanhadrin, to
preach obedience to the law, patfiotism and military service
as a duty; they were to preach in the synagegs ard to perforz
marriages and decree divorces when the civil authorities have
sanctioned them. The salaries of the rabbis were fixai at &3

1ivre*or those of the Central Consistory, OO0 for Grand Rabbi

and 1000, or more, according to the desires of the community

for other rabbis. The method of collection and payment were
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also fixed.

police duties implied in this article called forin serisus
objections {rom a numbar of zexbsrs. However the Tajcrity ado:s-
ted the pldn with the articles that were ot ectisnacie. Tne
work of the Notables was now done and tize had zo-e %o zira 2%
to the Sanhedrin. However they were notifiad that their lss2-e
bly was to remain intact during the si.tinge of the Sashairzin
and was to reconvene when the deliterations of ¢the ather TNdT

g N Yo~ - .
were concluded. ™ So on February &, 180T the Natacles ad:

-~

and did not moet ayain until darch 23.°
The Sanhedrin concludedits deliborations on March & 13
{

and on tho $Hth of the same month the Notables reconvenas. 4t

this weating Furtadoe addressad the dssesbly, piving the= a to-
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port from the Committee of .Nine on the work of the Sanhedrin
and ending in an address to the Emperor stating the work and
the feelings of the Sarhedrin and including a resplutlon which
entreated the imperial commissioners "to transmit to tK#s

Ma jes ty the most humble wish of the Assembly that His Majesty
may deign to accept the dispositions which he may deem accep-
table so that in the future some Israelites, either by means
of brokerage which they practice, or mortzages which they take
may not bring into commerce’.: and fortunes such disorders as
those of which there has been complaint and of which often the

-5
disgrace and punishwent reflects upon all their coreligionist

ro )

The address and resolut#on were debated with much zeal and
earnestness. The report of the work of the Sanhedrin and the
address to the Ewneror were acceptable but the resolution
which seemed to condemn the Jews without distinction or spece

ification, and which seemed to be applied to the majority in-
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stead of to a small minority received the severest condenration
of the minority party of tne Assembly. After much debating pro

and con the report and the address were adopted and the resolu-

~~
T

tion was laid over to the next meeting. This was on March 2
At this second meeting a motion was made and carried to the ef -
fect that before the discussion on the mooted resolution be
opened a committee be appointed to consult the opinion of the
imperjal commissioners on the question.40 This would seen t§
indicate that the address and resolution, like all other matter

., brought before the Assembly and Sanhedrin were pgrepared by the

41

commissioners. At the next meetinh, on March 30°°, the report
of that committee was ready and consisted of a conciliatorp
nessage from the imperial commissioners giving assurances of
the good intentions of the government and couchedin vague gene -
ralities. This with a rebuke from Furtado was sufficient to

bring the Assembly to a vote and adopt the resolution. The
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CHAPTER 1V

THE GREAT SANHEDRIN.



CH;‘.PTER .
THE GREAT SANE.IEDRIN.

The Assembly of Notables having heard the_report of thu
Committee of Nine with regard to the work of the Sanhedrin,
and havingv adopted the report, suspended its deliberations or
February 5, 1807;until the Sanhedrin had concluded its labors
The first evidence of Napoleon's intention to summon a Sanhed-
rin is found in a letter to M. de Champagny dated Rambouillet,
August 23,. 1806, in ghich he tells his minister of his intenti
“to constitute the assembly actually gathered in Paris into a
Great SanHiedrin whose acts shall be placdd beside those of the
Talmud as articles of faith and princiéles for religious legis

lat ion."1 It was not however until September 18, 1806 that

Napoleon informed the Assembly of his intentions. At the

meeting of the Assembly held on that day the imperial commis-

sioners announced Napoleon's satisfaction with their answers
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and his intention to have them converted to religious law. So
in complianee with the Emperor's intentions, the formation of t
the Sanhedrin having been completed, that body mgt en February
Q, 18()7,3 four days after the suspension of }the Assembly of
Nodables. All routine work was prepared for the members and
their only duties were to act upon the lines laid down for themr
and pass resolutions prepared for them. The imperial commis=~
sioners had appoint‘ed the ot'icers;4they had chosen as Nassi
Simzheim of Strasbourg, Ab beth din Segre of Piedmont, Chacham
Cologna of Mantua, and scribes Blotz, Jonas and Michel Berr.
The firstmeeting was opened in the synagogue, where hrayers
were offered for divine guidance in their deliberations, sup-
plications for the life and health bf the Emperor and 1mp_er1al
family, and for the success of the armies.® The body then
proceeded to the Hotel de Ville where the sessions began their

“ L od -
real work. This was to sit and listen to addresses on the ans
< »

Vi *
0’


address.es

(8]
Ut

swers which had already been prepared and the to declare them
religious law. Their method of proceedings was-peculiar.

When any motion had been submitted to the Sanhedrin for con=
f‘irmation, the deliberation was ad journed for eight days; in
the interval each member of the Sanhedpin brought his written

opinion to the commision which then made its report to the

imperial commissioners and afterthat to the Sanhedrin on the
day after the eight day interval expired. Then any vote de-
sired was taken by roll call. There was never to be any dis~
cussion within the Sanhedrin itself. The sessions continued
for nine meetings, but, omitting all the addresses made, all
the work of the Sanhedrin could have been accomplished in one
short sitting. At the first session Sim:heim, in his opening
address, indulged in a eulogy of the Emperor in which hero
worship assumed a degree closely akin to worship of dei

At the second meeting, on February 12. after tn



delegates from the various German, [taldan and Dutch congie~
bations were received and addressed the Sanhedrin.’ For in
his decree calling the Sanhedrin into being Napoleon had in=-
Assembly

vited and commanded the Sarboayiy to invite the congregations
of all Eurepe to send representatives to the Sanhedrin. fthe
effect of this invitation, according to Fasquier, 8 was dis -
appointing; it was almost nil in countries beyond the borders
of the French Empire, of the kingdom of Italy and of the few
states that felt the French influence. Almost the only ones -
to send delegates were the congregations of Amslerdam and Franims
furt a. dain.?

_Thus it continued for nine meetings, after which, on
Yarch 9, 1507, the Sanhedrin dissolved. 10 [ts work was little
and , according to Gi‘aetz,“ the results were nowhere satis-

factory. The proclamation of the Sanhedrin itself sesms to

have caused great Joy every where in France, 1z but,vhené the
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nature of the farce was learned that joy died out quickly.
The plan of the Sanhedrin was as amusing as it was shresd
Napoleon's intention was to have the members bel%eve themselve
to be back in ancient Judea while his avoved purpose was to

mod ern
make them more fit for the duties of,citizenship. The ancient

Sanhedrin was imitated in that the sessions were to be held on‘!
on Mordays and Thursdays. 13 Its membership was to considt of
two-thirds rabbis and bne thiid laymen. Twenty-five lay mem-
bérs of the Notables were to constitute the laity of the San~
hedrin; all the rabbis of the Assembly were to be members of
the Sanhedrin and the quota was to be filled up by as many
additional rabbis as were meeded to complete the number. Napo
leon had - succeeded in having the Notables return the answers

he desired and was intent on having the Sanhedrin decree the

same,without change, as religious law. He thought that an

Assembly gathered under his patronage and at his order would
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command the same position of authority among the Jews of his
day as did its prototype among the Jess of ancdent iimes. So
in order that they might not shy at his demands but would ordaj
as religious law that which he desired to be thus ordained, he
had the Sanhedrin so constituted that he would always have the
ma jority vote for the laws as prepared by his commissioners.
This plan is fully described by Napoleon himself in a note to

his Minister of Interior urder Hate of St. Cloud, September 3,
14

1806. It reads as follows:- "The formation of the Great San-

hedrin by means of removing a part of the members of the exist
ting assembly is by no means a happy thought. These members
are the basis of operation, for they are the .ones who have
prepared the answers to the questions; thus we would be' giving
up the certadn for the uncertain. In the Assembly are {ifteen

rabbis; if this number is not sufficient we may add thirty more

To these fourty~five rabbis we must add thirty of the most



prominent members of the Asserbly and these seventy.five -en
Sanhedrin )

constitute the Asaaxylp. But the Assembly as such rust razain
and may only be increased by thrity more raoois. .The chief
arrangements must be made in the Assembly, ard the resolutions
passed there shall be made into decrees by the Sanhedrin. In
this way we have the use of a large number of individuals 2 7
ready bound in order to influence the rabbis. ¥Tais larze numbe:
will bead ihe tinid to pass the desirdd resolutions and to ins
fluence the famatical rabbis in case of an unusual ocpositicn
by confronting them.by the fact that they must either rass the
resolutions or by refusing this bring about the exrulsion of
the .Jews from France. Such family quarrels will surely tring
about the desired results.

Therefore none must be dismissed; on the contrary, we must

tell the Bssembly that a Great Sanhedrin will be formed in its

midst and that it will be thus and thus conmposed. "In this way. ¢
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we will have instead.of a number of rabbis that see only heave-,
and its teachings, a large assembly tha? has the interests oi
the Jewish people at heart, an assembly of men who fear to
lose their fortunes, and assembly of the foremost Jews who do
not wart to be held responsible for the misfortunes of the
Jewish people.

The existing assembly is then an assembly of represen’ca.tie\‘s

or natables of the Jerish people, and the Sanhedrin would

only be a committe thereof.:;;~-~;-—5ut before we bring
a number of rabbis in order to enable the assembly to be form-
ed into a Sanhedrin we must be certain whether these fifi:een
rabbi;deptlties agree with the answers given to the questions
and also ¥hat their theology is. It would be fodlish to bring
together at great expense thttty more rabbis that they should

declare that the Jews are not brethren to the French."

L]
This letter needs hardly any comment; in it we read in



Napoleon's own words his intentions and demands. He had suc+
ceeded in gaining from the Notables the answers he desired, anz
had directed them as the player moves his figureSon the chess~:
board. To’/f impress the importance of these answers on the
Jews he convoked a revival of the Sanhedrin, but would take no
risks with the new body and so formed it of men whom he could
i
use as figuresheads, But he did not stop w?x‘\th the provisions
set forth in the preceding letter. He would make certainty
X
doubly sure and so he or:icl!red that the imperial commissioners

were to be present at the meetings while business was being
transacted. 1° With a man such as Molé present this certainly

acted as a check and menace to the members. Moreover these
were to be humiliated in that the rabbis must prove that they
were rabbis and could read Hebrew. 18 They were not to be

trusted with the election of their own officers and so these

were appointed by the Minister of the Interior. 17 Then all



method of proceedure and even the prayers with Which the sesgﬁl,
were to be opened were prescribed for them. 1& It was not to
be suspected that Mapoleoh would make known to the Assembly his
intentions as shown in the letter :ited. The idea and inten-
tdons given the public through ¥old is quite diff'erent. fhe
latter, in his alddY¥ress to the Notables, gives this as Napo=
leon's thought on the matter. "This senate destroyed togzether
with the Temple will rise again to enlighten the people it
formally governed; although dispersed throughout all- the world
it will bring back the Jews to the true meaning of law by
giving interpredations that shall set aside corrupted glosses

of commentators. It will teach them to love and defend the
country that they inhabiit. The duties of the Great Sanhedrin
shall be to convert into religious doctrines the answérs already
given by the Assembly(the Noiablesl%) and likevise those which

may result from the continuations of your sittings." !¢ To the
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Notables and Sanhedrin, as ailso to the Jevs in general, he
would appear magnanimous and unselfish in this, and while dt
this late day, with his private correspondence at our disposal
we see the real motives that actuated him, and though we see
how clewefly he accompliished his purposes we are yet somewhat
surprised that to the men of those Hays his intentions and Hea
sires were not more clearly known. That they were to do his
bidding, to vote for all that he commanded through his commiéy
sioners, they well kmpew, and though they sometimes rebelled,
in the end they always yielded. But his.larger purpose they
did not see. In its meetings the Sanhedrin busied itself as
we have seen, with the resolutions it was to pass formulating
the answers of the Notables into laws. When that was accomps
lished nothapg remained to be done and ad journment followed.

Napoleon had sometime before left Paris for his invasion of

Prussia which was to humble its proud monarch to the ground,
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and being busied with his campaign, had no time and probably

’

upon the hollow mockery that

N

no inclination to bestov thou

U

A
met in Paris under the guise of a religious syno.d.'

Following the ad journment of the Sanhedrin the Assembly of
Notables was also dissolved. Napolesn's wishes had been acceded
to, the decrees he had desired passed had been voted ard &t now
remaindd for him to announce his {inal judgement. Nearly a
year passed before he did this; for it was not until larch 1'7,
1808 that Napoleon issued his cruel and {nfamous decree <%
by which he only made the breach which he had intend=d t> close
the greater and made of the Jew? a separate class. He limited
their financial t.ransactions and returned to the curse of res
stricted residence. The Jews were treated as an abandoned ¢class
w:'ose rejjeneration, thouph not impossible, yet,if accoxzplished,

would be so only with the greatesd difficulty and through the

most restrictive measures. Of course he sanctioned the consise



torial plan which he himself had torzuiated. A.i consi toria.
and synagogal offlicers were either to ce appointea £y hiz trr.”
his ministers and prefects orlappointed cy the latier am sa~--
tioned by himself. In order to doany zTorne trarzactisns or

.

brokerage business the Je7 must receive a szaciat Iicens2 wi

out which the transaction was not 7valid., ¥ .22%s 27 <7z —ass

owing the Jew, tne deiay decre=d on ¥ar 33, ? was 3oz z oot

Jews had to prove that he had given his detzor the su

which the note called. The debtor was givex tas oot

usury or fraudulent practice and the court had shs sizit o2

annul the debt entirely or raduce the sum as sso~ad Iit. > s
not ldving In tho Districts of the Teper anli Zower Rvine o
not pormitted to Hve there nor was a Jow not actualiy a rosias

allowed to Tocate tnany otfedieravtaeat unless to enpase i
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agriculture or by special grant. Finally the Jews were not
allowed to secure subs‘fitutes for the conscription so that every
Jew drafted had to give persc.)hé.l service.

With these obnoxious measures Napoleon hoped tr;a.t within
six years time, for which period the decree was to be in force.
to remove the distinctions that separated the Jevs from other
French ¢itizens and assimilate them with the body poldtic.
Should this however not be accomplished the decree wontlé be.
renewved until thlségggé; might be obtained. There was one
modification: the provisions of the decree were not to apply
to the Jews of Bordeaux, La Gironde and 'pf lanes, for they had
caused no complaints. We are told 2l that a further modifies
cation was made so that the decree was to apply only t» the
German speaking Jews. This may have been due to the fact that

after the promulgation of the decree M. Cr;tet, the Minister of

the Interior, reforted to.  Napoleon that tie Jevs were de=
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serving of better treatment. 22 That the measures of this
decree had not tended to make Mapoleon any more popular and
beloved by those who desired that the results of the R:evolution
bd secured 1_ntact and permanently‘is {urther seen from the
words of M‘Y. Pasquier who describes the general feelink they
aroused. 'Provisions of a law dealing with the effects of the

suspensory decree, sent after a lengthy delay from the head-

guarters of.~ the Emperor, were of such severity that .I
23
do not hesitate to say that they violated all rules of ejuity."
Napoleon had again sihown the unstable character of his pronises
for in his notification to the Notables that the Sanhedrin would
be convened he assured them through his mouth-piece Mole/that
" i 2:.
the full enjoyment of political rights were secured to them,"

whereas the decree of March 17, 1808 deprived them of those

rights It is worth noting, as Mr. Kirwan calls our attention

25 .
to the fact, “° that Napoleon's decree may have found its
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impulse in the work of M.. Poujol 'Observation s concerning ihe

Jews', 1808, in whichl the wylter proposed that the Jevs be
deprived at least for a time of the rishts of citizenship until
they should be more deserving of them. . .
The question suzzests itself as to the source [rom which
Napoleon may have taken the idea of summoning a Sanhedrin.
Graetz suggests that Sgiheim or Furtado may have urged the
formdtion of that bedy, or Napolecm may have taken the idea
from a pamphlet of Israel Jacol':son.i)6 It is hardly necessary to
g0 so far for the orfigin of this idea. To us it seems as though ‘
the Notables themselves suggested the idea. In the answer prea
pared by their committee to tae eighth question, which injuires
as to the police jurisdiction of the rabbis, they spoke of and
described the Sanhedrin. Now this question was debated in the

meet ing of August 12, and as we have seen (see p. ¥4 ) PFapoleon

first mentions the Sanhedrin in his letter to Md de Champagny on
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August 23, and from this our énference that the answer to the

eighth.question suggested the Sahhedrin to Mpoleon, has at’’

teast chronological basis.

With him it stood not for the idea of the ancient Sanhedri:
a national court of lam, but as a means by which to place the
most influential Jevs in his contro: to do his bidding. A
sentence of the prayer which was to be recited at the opening
od every meeting and which we may suppose was prepared by
Napoleon himself, or at least by his commissioners at his
command, puts into the mouths of the memkers of the Sanhedrin
a definiton of that body which well expoesses the Emperor"s
idea of what it should accomplish. It speaks of ‘the "Great
Sanhedrin, a sacred reunion which attributes us the power to
ramove from us vice and to redeem ourselves to truth."27

In what light the Sanhedrin was regarded by the Jews of tha

time we cannot say. To men of later days it has appealed in
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various ways. Kahn 28 looks upon the Great Sanhedrin as having
betrayed all that was best and noblest is Judaism, all for which
thdbr forefathers suifered and sorrowed. Graetz.takes a similar
view. Jost however takes a more favorable view. <° We must
agree to large extent with Kahn, for we have seen that his statee
ment is richt, that the Notables and Sanfiefirin sacrificed what

was most dear fo the fathers. ¥We saw hov during the discussion

on intermarriages members of the Assembly of Notables drose

and said that though they knew such marriages would not be conw

dueive to domestic peace and happiness yefthey, leaders in Israél,‘

should and must encourage these marriages because of the polh‘.icdl
preférment it would bring them. Was this not a betrayal of hhat

which has become the dearest and most cherished feature of our &

faith, the pure and beatiful home life that clings to it; a life

of peace and honor, sinceréty and righteousness, a life built

up in bitterest pain and anguish from the sorrows of severest
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persecutiomt‘& ¥das this not a betrayal of the most potent eleme:':.
of our religions life, one to which we point with greates pridey
which we fry most to inculcate? We can not look with favor on
the work or the motives of these men who had in their kmeping
the fate of less fortunate coreligionists. As Eahn so deserved.f
rebukes them, they were forgetful of the wretched, oppressed
Germasa t“:;\k’ brot.her in order that their own position might be
advanced.

Nor can we even say, as one author has done, that its
doctrinal decisions stand d4s an everlasting proof of the earnest
ness of these men. We can not even speak of the doctrinal
decisions of the Sanhedrin, f‘or they were not that; they were
the decisions $hich Napol eon emphatically demanded to be announ*
ced as Jevish doctrine. We learn this from the letter to M. de

Champapny, dated Rambouillet, August- 23, 1806 in which, in

regard to intermarriages, ke expressly sags that "the Qreat
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Sanhedrin must decide that the relizious cersmony of marriape cop
only take place after the ciril marriage, and that Jess and
Jewesses can marry French men and women; the Grand Raboins thenw
selves must command these decisions as a means of protection

and aid to the Jevish people.” % And as with all their decize
ions Napeleon clearly expounded the Mosaic law to the members

of the Sanhedrin and informed them how they were to interoret

1

wm

it.
After the promulgation of the deceeef of March 17, 180%

Napoleon only once again tusned his att'e‘&.ion to the Jews; that

was in a decr:ee of July 20, 1803 in which he commanded them

to assume family names.
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NAPOLEON 'S PURPOSE.



CHAPTER V.
NAPOLEON'S PiRPOSE.2

What were Napolson's real motives and»intentions with re-
gard to the Assembly of lotables and Sanhedrin and 4n general
with the Jews dwelling in h;Srealms? Wh at did he intend to
accomplish with these two conventions? Was he actuated only
by selfish motives-or only by altruistic ones, or by both, mak-
ing the one subservient bd the other? These are guestions that
have puzzled all whe have written upon this subject, and very
naturally present themselves when the facts have been learned.
That he had some very definite intentions there can be no doubt,
for upom that depends the comprehesion of the work of both bodieg
without that they would be as loose fragments &f a book without
beginning or edd thereof .- useless. Nor was it the Emperor's

habit to expend large sums in gatherdng conventions without the

thought of any return.
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To his contemporaries writing at that time, the entire
movement had an air of the mysterious. Thus we see that Kiruaﬁ
says "the ultimate views which Bonaparte had ?n the Jevish
nation are obscure."ﬁﬂowever, those who were close to him durin
his supremacy and wrote reminiscences of him after his death,
throv more light uoon the subject. Napoleon himself while at
St. Helena discussed the question. When asked by O'Meara why
he had given the Jevs so much encouragement he saiq:—"l Wwished
them to give up their usury. They were very numerous in the
lands over which I reigned; I hoped by making them free and
by givng them equal rights with Catholics, Protestants and
others, to make them good citizens and compel\ -hem to conduct

themselves like the rest of the world. [ believe I miznt have

succeeded. | based my reasoning with rezard to them on bnis
that thelr rabbis should explain to them that they may not

tice usury against their own nation though it is oermit



azainst Christians ard otners. Therefore as [ nad given fhem

all privelezes, and as I had maae them equal with any other
subject, they ought to regard me as a Solomon or a Herod, as
the head of their nation., and my subjects as their brethren,
of one tribe like theirs, that thereiore tney should not oe
permitted to practice usury azainst them, but should treat
us as though we were of the tribe of Judah, that enjoying the
same rights as my otner subjects, they like others ouzht to
pay taxes and submit to pcnscl:iption and all other laws. - I ob-
tain thus many soldiers, and further I ought to have drawn a
great fortune into France, since the Jevs are very numerous,
they would have come in great numbers to a country where they
enjoy greater rizhts than in any other country. DMoreover [
desired to establish a universal liberty of conscience. Ky
system was that thare should be no predominant religion, but
have a perfect liberty of conscience and thought, to make all

107
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men ejual Protestants, Catholics, lohammedans, deists and other
in a way that tneir religion could have no influence in obtain-
inz for them employment from the government.".2

This impulse of altruism, this desire to accomplish a
real lasting good to the Jews with no adeguate,thouzh great,
return to the Emperor, coming as it does at a time when it was
beyond his power to do good or evil, and when by his recollec-
tions he endeavored to leave only a pavorable impression' on
osterity, will not explain the guestion. in hand. Thé motive
set fo'rth in that talk to O'Heara only partly explains his po-
sition with regard to the Jews, are only a partial statement of
his full intentions. He says that he wanted to give them great.
er and fuller rights: what rights did there remair]for them to
receive? We have shown how the decrees[of the NMational Assembly

culminatineg in that famous emancipation vote of 1721 lelt

nothing undone to give the Jews rull and complete citizenship.



with all the rights of citizens. That last vote even _:ramted
to them eligibility to office. What then uere these righis
that the Empsror could bestow? And what rights did he bestow
in his dearee of March 7, 13C38; did he not diminish them?
Again, the Emperor says that he wanted to establish a uni-
versal liberty of conscience. How strange a method he used.
To give all men the rizht to think for themselves and hold be-
liefs that thetr own best intellect dictated to them, he choked
the efforts of the individual at the very outset. Liberty of
conscience would have given the Assembly and Sanhedrin the
pover to interpret the Jevish law as they knew it. But no! 1tne
emperor had turned exezete and Talmudist. He instructed his
ministers how the Sanhedrin must interpret the laws on inteo-
marriage, marriage, divorce and the like: but he went further
and insisted dhat their answers must coanform to his

expulsion would be their lot.> This was freerdom o
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thought oué using them for his purcoses. Ve have seen how he
used the Assenply and the Sannearin; they did his bidding. not:
ing less, notning more. His ideas were proclaimed cevish law
ard he himself the greatest and best of men. put this was on-
ly ir} accordance with his general principle. He used all men
fo r his purposes. Even his favorite,.b{ole’, was nothing
more to him than a tool, as he himseli stated. He nolded Folds
thoughts and 'oplnions in Bis own way and Pasquier he used only
for his parliamentary teniencies. 4 He said of thEse two,"I
usef/ the one, I create the other.” This we shall sce is con-
demning ‘evidence agsainst the sincerity and purity of his motive:
with regard to the Jevs.

To rontholon Napoleon stated his purpose in anotaer and mor
.
more truthful way. He said, 5 in discussiny religions:-

"Another religious int erest'attracted my attention because it

could be used to bring more revenue into the treasurv. .illions
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pelieve that we can readily understand. He, however, seems to
have sincerely believed that he could do more to malie the <ess
citizens and to give them more rights, and to see this in hhe
man whose sagacity and statecraft made all Europe trenble, is
at least surprising.

After careiully considering Napoleon's own words and the
comments of ethers, we think that we see light and have an ex-
planation of his motives that can claim [or itself at least 2
high degree ofvpossibility, if not of probability. His scheme
though at root thoroughly selfish did intend some good f{or the
Jews. Pasquier € has well shosn hhe purpose of His interierence
in Jevish affairs. He thinks that the whole business was a gr&t
political stroke,lapoleon; that tne Assembly in itseli was a
grand concention by which Yapoleon really intended to benefit

the Jess of France. O course #is ulterior motive was to make

their condition so prosperous pwgstias to draw to France the



wealhhy Jess of all countries and attach them to his fortunes. Thi
agrees fully with lapolesn's own words to ontholon. Eut Fascuier
explains further and shows why Mpoleon was so desirous to zain the
favor of the Jews Jjust at the time he did. He iuad long planned his
campa ign against PRissia and his promise to restore Poland in orier
to enroll her sons in his armiess he knew that in t he very districts
he interded to invade tha2re were many Jevs and he aporeciated to the
fullest the advantage of having Ifriends within the enemies' country.
So in order to win the Jers of Prussia and Poland to his standards
and support he would show himself a friend of the .Jews by benefitin
those of France. That this seems to have been the real purcose of
the attention he paid the Jevs ke have further oroof and in lapo-
leon's own words. M. de Barante in his lemoirs 7 says tbat "some

months after the Sanhedrin ceased, while the Emperor was in Foland,

seeing the eagerness of the Jeis to be useful to the French aray
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however, disapoointed, and it is doub%less due to his dizan-
pointment and to the impression made upon him by the Jewisn
population of Germany>and Poland that his opini'on of the -ievs
was changed to a very unfavorable one, and the measures of his
decree were suppressive and adverse. 9 The consistorial rlan

he endorsed because from the ouset it was his tntention to have
the Jerish faith organized. "The Emperor," says a later writ F‘_;"'
'had entered upon a course of relizious reaction, because,. in
common with all thirking men, he saw in reliyion a strong ele-
ment of power and authority. As a politician he took care to
remember this Iact, and to make these elements of power and au-
thority useful to the State by subjeqring them to his control
and his immediatehlegislation. It is .moreover, well known that
this great genius had a passion for order and discipline. Aiter

having reorganized. . Roman Catholicism anri Proevestantism, the

former by means of the Concordat, the latter by means of a
o3



special code of laws, he feit desirous of endowiny -ludaism th
an ejually complete and modern organization." ¥We cannot give
him the credit fer the originality of the idea of organizing
Judaism, for beiore the Revollution Mirabeau had already suc-
gested the idea. iy
There remains jet one other aspect of Mapoleon's purposes

and intentions in this matter. [t seems that he undertook

notking less than the coaplete solution of the so-called Jew-
ish question. He desiredi more than to form the beliefs of the
Jews in accordance with the duties of French citizens. He
aimed at completely amsimilating the Je#s amonz the French.
That tiis was his idea we see froma letter to }. de Champagnj:
in which he states the doctrines which the Santied rin must de- °
cree. Among other i{tems, he stated that intermarriage should

be encouraged because it im for the good of the country, and

expressly commands that “the consistory of a department or
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district may grant peramission to marry only when of three m‘{[_.
¥ if
riages at least one is that ol a —es and Christian.h 1t is
difficult to accomplish this then we must texeh, encouraze ani

command the accomplishment of tnis aim." And later he maid.

"I1f a part of their youthe are sent to the aomy their dis-
31

tinct interests witl cease and they will take uf French inter<st

In this we see a fuller viev of nis purposes. The Jjews as

Jews could not be good citizens dut they have wealth and are a

commercial power, so they mist be retained. Then there remains

only one way to make then worthy citizens; complete intermar- "

riage with French men and women of other faiths and weld then

as an essential part of the peoole without any distinctdva

marks of demarkation.
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CHAPTER VI.

iTAPOLEON'S SPHERE OF INFLUENCE AND THE

EFFECT OF HIS LEGISLATION ON THE LIFE

OF THE JEZWS Or FRANCE.



CAPTER V1.

HAPQLESN 'S 32HEWL OF INr LUEwCGE AND RESULTS.

When, after the Revolution had assumed vast prooortions
and proved itself to be more than ay momentary uprising, the
Matijonal Assembiy had declared the equality of all citizens
regardless of creed, thereby giving the Jewvs full emancipation
from all the disadvantages under whibh theyr had lived, the
other powvers of Europe, and especially the small German'states.
that held the Jews in a very debased state, hastenad to kesp
astride with the movements of France and relaxed in their ha n(\
ness toward the Jews. £FEven before the Revolution, fhen Louis
X1 abolished all poll and toll taxes, Prussia relaxed. These
taxes proved extremely burdensome to the German Jews because
the states were so very small and numerous and at the crossinz

of each bourdary line an exorbitant tax had to be paid. !

Wher, however,, the French armies entered these districts such



diszsabilit4es were abolished. HO'-'I-EV“'I, the roal benefits of
the Revniution did not reach tne German cevs until MNapoleon
planted his triumohant standards in Fhenish soil and made arnd
unmade states to suit his purooses.

The vews that L\j reaped the most penefits ¥ere those of
Westphalia. In tne decree 2 py which lapoleon gave tnat kinz-
dom its constitution he declared "the equality of all citizens
before the law and the f{reedom to oractice any relizion."-
Likewise, Jerome, immeiiately after mounting the throne, decla-
red the Jevs to be citizens with full rizht= as such, and in the
decree of January 12, 180& extended protection to Jevish foreig-
ners as well as Christians. S [n addition. Michel-Berr was
called rrom France to accept some office. Here in Westphalia t=
the fafith was to receive an organization like that in France.

Through the agitation of Israel Jacobson < a consistory was

founded, patterned alter tne Pajig Consistory and co-operating



with it. [t consisted of twent_ ' -tvo membpers and met at Cassel.
Jaconson himself was I—“resif:lent.5 f'rom this there came a relor-
mation of Westphalian Jevs like unto that of the French -'evs.
.Lil-:etvise in provinces less directly under lanoleon's conr,
trol, the condition of the Jevs was improved owing to th.e high
position of the French vess. In Baden 6 the Duké Charles Pre-
derick declared the Jevs to be free citizens of the siate anid
those of certain occupations were declared pull citizens.: A
consistory was also organized tnere. 'The [oundation ol the
Rhine Confederacy improved the condition of the Jerss in those
" provinces because their nobles who had been loris now became suo

eS
t

. themselv . .
Jects,as it were, and found compell o secure their own vesi-

tions with their subjects. So at tne formation of the dukedom
of Frankfori,the archduke Daloerg was willing to srant fu.:

citizenship to the Jess, though it did require 4+@,..2 1.

[

7

pursuade him to this. 7 ihen tne lanse towns came urd r ¥



.leon's rule they fourd themsslvesrommes..d to b ~are tolerant

toward the uers, In 13il sanbur_ received the | s inio ful

]

citizenshio and later even acce~ted them into i*s ci.v councit.
Luebecit, which had been ver; strict in her trsatpment of t.ae
Jews, had to relax and open her gates to tnen. © Indzr fanole~

Bremen had to receive Jewsish citizens and in feciilencurg the

Duke Frederick Frdncis, by a las of Feoruary 22, .2.Z,acknow-

:s with the Christians and per-

D

ledzed the equality of ih
mitted intermarriage. 13 Even in Prussia the effects ol
leon's legislation were feit so tnat tre King
I1T was compelled to reccgnize the Jess. & a law of Fedrua
27, 15803 he declared them citizens of towns and on Xarsh .1,
1812 gave them full citi:ensnip as a cart of the slate. *°

In short, the German provinces had to improve the somiitsian af

their .Jews as a result of the better condition o7 the Srench

Tows. 12 ~ .
Jews In the ¢ring dutehy of Bergy chich came = -re & - @t



under kapoleon's control. the conditions 1ich nad tern xc-e-

dinzly bad were imoroved. !° When rapole n turned nis at ntio

to Holland and placed it under his brother Louis, the latter

n Y s
at once aided in imorovirz the cogition of the Jers in his reaiz
A consistory was founded and conditiorns were still more inoro-
ved when Holland was united to France. In italy the position o1
the Vers was placaed on tne same level as that ol tnose in Franc-.

4s early as 17987 a Jes was maned "dead of all Cuarters oi tne

.

City of Rome,'" and later a e was made menbar of the ‘riburnate.

In 1826 Mapoleon h=d so completely changed conditions that in

Lucca, where formerly tne Jews could not possess goods or remir

longer than three days, they were permitted-to be proorietors. .-
In Lepchorn a high-school for cvevs was established andi in 158i1

consistory at Rome.!S

Hlowever, vhen the reaction came in 1813, all tnese 1mprove

conditions were sweot away everyrhere save in France. In Ger



many, Italy and Hoiland conditions were to be reestablished =s
they had been in 1783 out in ATrance the efiects o tne Revo-
lution couid not be removed.!’ inat tuenave peen tne lasting
results accomplished by lapoleon® 1t mar be tne iron; of fate
that his downfalleranled the Je:s to reap sone good from his
work.. We have shown in the preceding cha:cter tnat hss a,itat.or
with the Notables amd with the Sanhedrin was due to wholiy
selfish motives. But the fact tnat his rule continued but a
few years, when after a faint attempt to reestablish it the
conqueror of nations was himsell vanjuished, zave ovoortunity
for somm definite benerits to accrue to the Jevs from iapolecn’
work. Fasjuier says 1€ that two important results have r-r:main»
od I¥em the Emperof's undertaking, the organizatisn of Fewis'r-m
society in France, and Athe doctrinal manifeste of the Creat

Sanhedrin. As to this seconi result,we have been urable to

ascertain how beneficial it has proven a.d how far it %is ac-
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ceoied by the Jews. Jost, ~hom we have found to take far ton
lenient a vies of. depoleon, due prapadly to the inascessioilit,
of material such as the Emperor's correspon:ie'n'ce. does =tate
that the findings of the Sanhedrin took a {irm hold or the e»

&
ple, tnat its creed became iirmty fixed Decauss the consistor(
seem to have atlowsd ldttle opoortunity for rerorm. - Grant
that this be true, the doctrinal decisions oI the Sanhedrin cer
nevertheless not claim a place in the developement of Jewish
dogma when we remeaber that not with the men-of the Sanheirin
but with tapoleon himsel{ did these dogmas arise. However, th<
first benefit stated by Pasquier, namely tne organization of
Jerish society in France,does. stand as a zreat benefit
whose oricin was with lapoleon. 4 r‘ecent writer <0 has said
that the consistorial arrangenent, asd especially the centrai
consistory, has proven to be beneficial to the .jess, but that

rather because of the men ~ho pave composed it, and the rfact



i

that they were elected by tne Jes themselves and not aopoi.t:
oy the governaent., The general stioulations of the decree

of Farch 17 are still i.‘farce.

NOTES.
1) Graetz op. cit. p. 237, (2) Correscondence vol.

XVl p. 169, (Z#) Crastz op. cit. p. 3o,

4) ibid. p. 33 cf. also vost Gesch. g. J. u, s. Seckien p.

325. (2} Suiamit 18C5 p. 2.
a) Graetz op. cit. p. Zl1. (7 inid. p. Z14

&) ibid p. 3l&. (2) ioid. (12? ioidi. p.
Il 8. (1) ibid. (125)  cost Allg. Cesch.
des Is. Volkesp. 5lZ. (13 ioid. (i4) ibid.
p. 504, (18)  Kahn op.cit. p. 'Z0. {(18) .ost
Allg. Gesch. d. is. Volkes p. 201, (17 ibid.

(18) lemoirs p. 303. (19)vost Gesch.d.c.etc, p. S3C
20) S.Debr! uews in France ..3. R. vol.53¥ p. 73
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Preamole.

Piaise be forever\to the Lord, God of Israel, who has pl.
ced on the throne of France and of the kingdom of Italy a Frinnc
accordinz to his heart! God has seen the huniliatien of tne
descendants of Jacob of oid and has chosen Mpolesn tne Great
as his means of mercy. Tne lLord judges the thougnts, tnrouzn
them alone he commands somscience, and his beloved anainted has
pernitted that each shzll adore the Lord according
belief{ and custom. Tthrough the shadow ol his rane has securit;”
ontered ouli‘txoarts and homes and we shali: henceiorth be acie to
build, sow ani re=p, and cultivate humane sciences, to belong
to tho zreat family of the State, to serve it and to glorii o
selves in its noble destiries. His great visaom pas verxit cu
thait this assembly, renowned in our annils. and
and virtue dictated its decisions, his reassencled .ftor fite

conturties and has contributed its enefils to lIsrac



tonay under His powvertul protectisn, in His good c¢itr of ™ar.s
to the number of seveniv:one, doctors of law amd notaoles of
Great
larael, we constitute ourselves into a Sanhedrin . in ordsr to
find in us the means and the power to enunciate rmligious ordi
nances in conformity with tne érinciples of our sacred law and
whicn shall serve for 2 law and an example to ail Israel.
These ordinances shall teil to all the nation§ that our dogmas
2re in accord with the civil laws under sRich we live, and
that they do not separate us at all from human society.
Thzrefore we declare:-
That the divine law, this sacred heritage oi »ur ancestor=
contains religious and political préwmisiéns:
That the religious provisions are by taeir very nature ab-
solute and independent of time and circumstanees
That it is not the same with political provisions, that is
with those that regulate tne government and which wvere
intended for the governing of the seople of Israel in

Falestine when taey nad their kings, priests ani ma i:-



trates;

That th€se political provisions are not anpliicaole s nc~

they do not form one distinct nation:

That in alnouncing this distinctioen, alre.;.:‘.y estaiblished
by tradition, the Great Sanliedrin declares an incontro-

P
vertiole fact:

That an assembly of doctors o the law. constituting a
Great Sanhedrin, is alone able to determine the results
at which they arrive:

That the ancient Sanzedrin has not created it. that is.
that political condition did not create it and that.
since the dispersion of Israel, no Sannedrin has been
assemvled befiore this one.

Occupied with thés pious purpose we 1nvoke the divine insi_h
from which emanates all good, and we know ourselves oblized to
contribute as far as depends on us, to achieve the moral re-en-~
ration of Israel. But, by virtue of the right which our sacrex

customs anrd lays confer upon us ard which determine that in t-oe



assemoly of doctors of the time, resices essential.y tne pov r

to enact las accordig to the nezds of the case, this wnich
rejuires the obs!‘;\mnce oi tne-saii la"'s, whether ~ritten or
traﬂ‘itiom\l, by this rignt we shall proceed in our ourdose to
ordain rel igiou‘si_‘} the obedience to the lawa of tne state in
civil and political matters.

Pervadedwith this sacred mﬁ;xim that the belief in God is
the beginning of all wisdon, we ra.ise our eves toward the heave,
and we extend our hands tovards :is sanctuary ard implore Hinm
that He deign to make Known uato us His purcose, to lead us in
the path of virtue and truth in order that we wayv lead our bre-
thren and their po;s”ferity to hanpiness. ‘I’.rzerer.ore ia the name §
of the Lord our God we charge all our corelig:ionists oi both
sexes to observe faithfully our resolutions, statutes and ordi-
nances, regarding beiorehand all those of F‘ra}nce and Italy who
violate them or are neglé;ent in observing tnem as transgressin

openly acainst the will of tne Lord Cod of israel.
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The Sreat Sanhedrin, legr1ly assemoted thi n.m*n da: or
February 1537, and by virtues of the povers in it innerent, has
examined whather it is lawful for a Hebrey to ma;ry more taan
one wife, and pervadsisith the genexzl princinle sacred in Isr el
that éubmission to the laws ofthe State in civil and nolitica®
ratters is a relizious duty, has discovered and declares.

That, the polyzamy oerritted Doy the laws of Moses is npt

like a simple power, for our doctors have subjected t

to the condition tnat the individual have a [ortune suf-
3

ficient to suoply the needs of more than one wilfe/-

That from the earliest times oi our dispersion the Israelis
tes scattered tnrouzhout tiae Occident, moved by the ne
cessity ob changing their customs in accordance with tne
civil laws of the state in which they were established,
hnd cenerally removed volveamy as a nrractice not in cor

Iormity with the morals of nationss



| .
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That tnis was also to render homage to the orinciple o1 con‘er-
mity in civil matters that the s nod c¢onwoliea at Worms in
1790 of our era, »nd presided over by the Racci “uerson. "ad

pronodnced against every Israelite of their land who esnouser-

more than one wife.

That this usagze has entirely disanpeared in France, inm Italy,
and in nearly all tne states of the zurodean contineht where
it is exiremely rare fo find an Israelite sho beldly viglates
the laws or nations against polygamy. Hence the Creat Sanne
drin weighty with wisdom of how dezply inmportant it is to conu.
tinue the custom adopted by the Israelites throughout Eurone
and in order to confirm as far as it is necessary the sz2id
decision o! the Synod of '.'Iorms-‘,resolves and ordains as 2
religious precept:-

Ihat it 15 prohibited to all Israciiies of .states where pol’

prohibited oy civil law and esoecially to those of the Zmpire

i

K%

of France api of the kingdon of Italy, to Jarry a_secon w18



auring the 1ifs tine of p2 first vjen a iivorce from ner, » »

=

nounc~t jn co~tornity sara «ne pravisions ov the zivil Jay a

follow:d. br.a_reliclous.diverce. bas oot .oroien.toe bonds. of i
marriagze.
ARTICLE 11,
2IVORCE.

3

The Creat Sanhedrin, having considered how important iz is io-
day to establish harnonious relations between the cus:toms .of in.
Hebrews rezarding narriaze and the civil code of Frante and the
kingdom of Iitaly om the-sane subgect, and consizerinz that itis
2 reli~ious princirle to subimit -to the civil law of the 3tate,
resolves and decrees:-
Fhxt the divorce permitted by the laws of }oses is not valid =0
as far as it does not absolutely dissolve the bonds between

the cor joined without civil agreement:

That according to the provisions of tae civl code which rules

that w»ith Israelites as wvith Prenchmen and [talians divorse



is not cons'Ji.T.;\.ted antil after the courts have decided s0 by a
efinite jud: ament, it follovs that tne ,o0s1ic diverce has rofl
the full and entire effect that it ournl to '.n,ajve. since one
of the conjoinad could take advantage of the o*her in dafault
of the intervention .01' the civil authorities in the discolu,
tdon of the conjugal bord. Therefore by virtue o0 the pover

in 1t vested the Great Zanhedrin resolves and ordains as a

religious principle -

IWes ACTOR

]

THAT HENCEZTORTH KO REFUDIATION OR DIVORCE SHALL Bo

DIEG TO THE FORLS I3TASLISEED BY THE MOSAIC LA UNTIL AFTER UG
\

MARRIACE HAS BEUK DECGLARED ANNULLED BY COV2STERT TRI-GTALS,

AND ACOQRBING TO TI'E "ORMS PRESCRIBED BY THk GIVIL CO0JZ.

In consequence it is ezpressly nrohibited to all rabbis in the

two states of France and of tne kingdom of Italy and im all otner

places, to lend their aid iny any act of repudiation on divorce

unless that the civil judg\ment that has sanctioned it, has been



shown »im .1 412 form, ~sclar'n, that »p_ raboi -hn nos  er-i
ted hirmself to infrin e on the presen: reli ious statu-e sir
be re arde1 as unvorthy to exercise in the fnture 11s fuactic
ARTICLE (I
rARRAGE.
The Great Sanhedrin considerihg that in the Empire of rance
and the Kingdom of [taly no marria e is valid unless it be .=
ceded by a civil coniract before a public officers br virtue
of the power devolvel udon it, decrees and ordains
THAT IT IS A RELIBIOUS O3LICAT1ON TOR EZVEZRY FRESCH ISRASLITE
AND O THE RIUGIOL O7 ITALY TO RECGARD, iiliCre ORI‘.’-’/ v THES:S T
STATES ,ITARRIAGES CONTRACTED ACCORDING TO CIVIL LAW AS Al I.PJ:
TANT CIVIL OBLIGATION; it prohibits therefore every racdi or
any other verson {rom lendinckheir aid to tne act od relizious
marriage unless there is 1irst shown them tne act of marria e

berore a civil officer according to law.



F (EBLE 7
ERTCU P Te IO
The Lre.t Sannedrin having cons 4 r~ tnhat ae o2inin o t e

ratinons amon-~st #no~ t.e [sra=lites 1veit for any c~n r>tisrs

lef* them in doub: as to thae senti~ents o. “raternity 1nd soc

Tra

bility which animates the Israelites to-ard then, a doudt of =

that kind that ~eitner .n France nor in the kingdon o.
Ttaly -n~es any one se2n ceptain on the guestion wnsther the
Israclites resard thdir reilow-citizens as brothers or only
strangers; f{inally to disvose of all dounts on this sucject ta
Great Sanhedrin declares:
That by virtue of the law given by toses to the children of I
elther are ooliged to regard 25 brethren the individuals of
those nrations wno recoznize Cod as the creator or hcaven and
eart h and a2mong whom they enjoy the advantajes of civil

ciety or only of a benevolent hosoitality:

That tne Sacrcd Scrintures commamds '1s to love our nei-~hrsrs



ourselves, and th t retornizing as ceniormaoilic ¥uid e 1
of C~y h» is the very 1wsvice, not to do artuo n» ers . t
shéth + e would not pave done unto s, it snal. be contrs
to these sacred maxi‘snfg regard our felles “rench rd Ita
lian citizens as brethren:

That after this doctirine has oeen universally received by the
doctors who have the greatest authority in Israel and oy
everr Israelite who does not ignore his reli-ion, it is the
incumpbent Npon all to aid,>rotect and love thelr fellow-c-
zens a nd to treat thenm in all civil and moral relations as
the equals of tneir corelizioists;

That since tae “osaic relizion commrids the Israelites to wel-
come “ith 411! charity and rezard the stranyer that come to
dvell in their cities, all tne more does it command then
to entertain the same sentiments to.ard the indiviiuals of

those natiins who have received them in their midst, ho

protect thom by their laws, defend them rita their ama .S
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SECOKD DECREE PRESCRIBING THE FOLLOVING MEASURES FOR THE

EXECUTION OF Tii‘iS RESOLUT ION.

Article 1. For the execution of article I of the resolutig
passed by. the General Assembly of Jews. X 8CU-

tion that has been ordered by our decree of this date, our Min-.

*ister of RBReligions shall present to us the list of consistorial

sSynagogues to be established, the extent of their districts and
the place where they are to be established, 'Fe shall first of
all learn the opinion of the Central Consistory. Those depart-
ments of the Rmpire that really have no Jewish population shall

be classed in a supplementary lisi, in the districts of consis-

-torial symagogues, that in casé Israelites in the future may

settle there, they may have occasion of recourse to a censistery

Article Il. No particular synagogue may be established
according to Article IV of the said resolutioen
save on the authority given by us in Council of staie om report

of our- Minister of Religions or in view of (1) the cpinion of

the consistorial synagogus: (2¢) the opinion of the Central



a1

Consistory'; (3) the opinion of the pralect of the department;

(4) the condition of the Israslitisch populatior that is to
comprise the nev synagogue. The nominaiion of the administra-
tors of the individual symagogues shall be made by the consis-
tory of the department and shall be approved by the Central Conm-
sistory. the decree esvtabllshing each irdividual synagozue
shall also fix the extent of their districts.

Article!33l. The nomination of notables mentiored in ar-

ticle VIII oi the said resoluiion shai® be
made by our Minister of Interior at the suggestion of the Cen-
tral Consistory and on advise of the prafect.
Article'IV. The nomination of me.mbers of the depa;tmental
consistories shall be referred to us by our
Mimiter of Religions for our approval on the advice of the de-
partments included in the synagozal districts.
Article V. The members of the Central Consistory men-
tianed in article XIII of the said resolution

shall first be nominated by ua at the suggestion of our Minjis-



: 3B
ter of Religions. and thsan by the ﬁenetal Assezbly of the .'ews
or by the Sanhedrin.

Article VI. The same minister shall present for our ap-
proval -the choice of the nins members of
the Ca ral éonsistory who shall be raned ea.cﬁ year according
to articles éV and XVI of the said resclution.
Article W'II‘I. The list of Assessments mentioned in article

XX1I! of the said resoclution shall be pre-
pared by each departmental consistory, divided among as many' .
persons as.there are gepartments in the synagogal districts, sub

mitted to the exdmination.of the Central Consistery and rendered

valid by the prefects of each department.
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THin DECREE D.é‘fERMilIiNG f’ROV ISIONALL-Y THE RIGZTS AKD
DUTIES OF THE JEWS;
4 SECTION I;
Article I. éeginning wilh the publication of this decree
the respite granted by our decree of Xay 20,
iSdé, to the payment of moneys owing to the <ews is discontinue
Article ;‘Ii. The said debts shall be nevertheless sub-
mitted to orders here after.
Article I11. 11‘11 liabilities for loans made by iJevs to
minors without the authority of their guar-
dians;- to women without the authority of their husbands; to

soldiers without the authority of their captains, if he is a

private or non-commisicnred officer; of the chief of the coerps
if he is an officer shall be null of full right unless the hol-
der or assignee shall be able to avail themselves of it and oun
tribunals authorjze any action or proceedings.

Article IV, Any letters ;f exchange, any bill payable at

order, any obligation or promissery nois sig
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cate \1) f.rom the municipal counzil s<atirgz trat tne sald Jew
is not given to any illegitimate transactions, (£ of the
consistory of the synagogue wihin shos2 district he dwells
attesting to his good conduct and hones:y.

Article VIII. This license shall te renexed each year.
Article IX. Our solicitor;general at our court are espec
ially commanded to revoke these iicemses at tk
the special decision of the court, at any time it may come to
.their notice that a licensed Jew has practiced usury or any
fraudulent business.
Article X. Every business transaction done by a -&¥ not
licensed shall be null and of. no value.
Article XI. The same shall be true of every mortgaze

taken on gocds by a non-licsnsed Jev, until
it shall be proven that the said mortzaze has been given for a
debot resulting from a letter of exchange er for any act of
commerce, negotiation or traffic.

Article XII. All contracts or orijgatiens signad in fave

A=



of a Jexr not licensed for causes foreign to commerce, neyoiiatig
or traffic shall be withhrawn by order ?ﬁ one inquiry of our
tribunals. The debtor shall be permitted to prove that it was
usury or.the result of fraudulent traffic; and if the prodf is
shown the creéditer shall be susceptible elther to an arbitrary
reduction by the tribunal or to annulment if the usury exceedsiq
Article X1I1l. The provisions of artitle IV Section I of
the present decree on letters of exchanze
bills payable at order etc.; are applicable to the future as
well-as to the past.
Article XiV. No Jew shall beable to lend on Semll.'ity to
domestics or hired person and he shall not
be able to lend on security to obher person&*mless it shall bs
drawn up in a deed By a notary who shall certify in the deed ¥ &
that the moneys had been counted‘ in his presenc and that of wit-
nesses, at the risk of losing all right to the pledges of which
our tribunals and courts shall have the right in any case to

order gratuitous restitution.
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Article YV. >Jews shall not beable urder the same penal-
ties, to take in pledge the instruments, ma-
terials, tools and vestments of daily laberers and domestics.
SECTION 3.'
Article X¥I. Any .'ew not actually living in our depart-
ments of Upper or Lower Rhine shall hence-
forth not be permitted to locate there. 4ny Jer not an actual
resident shall not be permitted to establish himself in any
otheJ; department of our Empire save in case where Bb has ac- »
auired rural property and shall deyote hinself to agriculture
without engaging in any commerce, business or tzaffic. Excep-
tions may be made to the conditions of this article by virtue
of a special grant emanating {rom us.
Artdécle XVII. The Jewish population in our departments
shall not be permitted to furnish substi-
tutes for the conscription. Hence every'Jew drafted shall
be subjected to dersonal service.

GENERAL PROY IS TONS.



Article X I1I. The provisions containea in the present
decree shall be valid for the term of six
years, hoping that at the close of this period, and through
the effect of the varioua .measures taken with re[gard to the
Jows, there shall no longer be any difference betheen them and
other citizens of our E:upire; however if ofr hops is destroyed
then we shall continuevthe‘decree in force until such time

as is deemed suitable.
Article XIX. The Jews established at Bcp"rdeaux and in

the departments of la Gironde and of Lames
not having given cause to any complaint, nor having existed on
any 1llicit business are not included in tde provisions of

this decres.
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