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In tne pr eparation oi -:. :-i i s L, 8s i s th e i'1rit12r i-ia s r. ,1.:i a 

pl msc1. nt as als o;:,_ very b en c-fi c ia l stu'.i:·- The \'/ ori-: h:1.s t;i_ u"':1 

much as t o method in su0h rest?.3..rch a nj h-? .. s impr e.ss E:1 iJ:, on .., 0 

the grave res,:i onsib:;.l ites of the histor ia n in p~es rnt in:=;; fa ct: 

t , d · " · t· 1 .. · t - . withou oia s an scwst :-,"c1a.1ng n erso na o;-,rn 10~ w1 n tacts . 

has also t;noug;ht to my attention th e dif f i cult.~· i n ·::n+.i:-i,; h :i. ~ 

tory owing t o tne fact th.::i.t to di.f i erent11bds ev ents ·ao~e-:1.r i r 

differe nt l i ghts a:rrl p o int to vary in·1: motives. 

in ti1is work [ j epend e:i l arg ely on the or it~ :nal sou r c es 
I 

L Tama 's Jrnbl i c::i.ti on.of the minutes o f both Assembi:' oi rot a-

oles and of the Sanhed r,f:, and al so r:i. ;iol eon 's p ub iish •sd cor-

resp ond ence, However, th ere •.a s much naterbl to wh ich I :-n:l 

a ccess such a s tiH' ~foniteur and th e .. ~_ r-::h i ,•es ls ra~li t e. 

In conclusio n wi sl1 t o aclmo.'iledgc my g;n t itucie t0 ;:;r. 

,J 
I 

G. Deutch f,:> r his k ind encouracemRnt i n t h i s :1 o rk a s ;;,L·o 
( 



i j 

a r c al s o du e to ? r, f. S. '. a n:-iheir.ier f o r hi s l:irrl a r:e'.i .~,, e r-

will :i ng a.s sish::c e in t rar:.S l 2>. ti ng dif fi cult t ech~ ichal tel':"\s . 
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Cl-iAPT ER I 

The Jews in France from ! :39<'.l-1791. Their expulsion under . 

Charles VI, Their unoffic ~al return. Their contlition_ in l 7E,9. 

Their emancipation on Sept ember 28, 1791, 



CH APT E.R I. 

The history of the Jews in Prance prior to t hPir expuls i • 

under Charles ii in 1394 is not matter for consideration here 

In this chapter we shall only briefly review the events and 

conditions of Jewish history in France from that time until tt 

emancipation in 1791. This as introductory. A long series oJ 

misfortunes and persecutions in France culminated on Sept embe1 

17, 1394 when Charles 'f.5,. 'then king, decreed the complete ex-

pulsion of the Jews from ~ Kingdom, Despite the request of 

the nobility and towns to retain the Jews, the king insisted 

on banishing them, and, as if to mock his victims all the rnore 

promulgated the decree on Yorn Kippur. ( l ) Time was granted unti 

the end of that year for the J Ems' removal. The majority were 

compelled to leave, but many remained in provinces not directl 

dependent on France, but which were later incorporated in ) c~~ 
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Thus in and about Toulouse ninet e en families r ema i ned , wh i l e 

others were protected in Provence, Arl es, Mars e i lles, and und • 

the Popes in Avignon and Ca1!c-n r. ras . tS J 

The banishment of the Jews proved as great an in jur y ' t o t 

country as it had been to them1 for in 1434 we see the citi zer 

of Verdun petitioning for permission to readmit a fe111 J m;s , ·NJ-

by their industry might enliven the city with commerce, ( 4 > 

It was refused. Ho'llever the -.ie1vs reentered France in -small 

numbers and came into proi:rinces that at a later period were i r 

eluded in the kin.gdom. In -the latter half of the Fifteenth 

Century Marranos from Spain settled in Provence, (5 ) but a cen-

tury later those driven out of Spain, who migrated .to France 

were there arrested. ( 6) 1'he J ews,however , seem to have be-

come numerous again in France, They were admitted in great nu 

bers during the favor of Conchini, Marshal of kl'ICl.'e; ( 7) their 

6 7 ,&" I J. 

removal was brought about oy a petition '-t' the clergy at t h e 
I/ 



:s 

! y 

end of 1614, whose request fa s pro mpt ly e;ra nt ed, ( S ) for i n 1 fl ~ 

Louis XIII ordered them to leav e the count ry with in a mont h ' s 

time under pa.in of death for disob edience, ( £I l The law, hoNever 

was not generally enforced as many did not leave, either ha v i n~ 

bought tolerationpr merely disobeying and b ei ~ unmo ies t ed. ( l C 

In lffi7 they are spoken of as being in Paris, but were of littl 

commercial importance. Cl! ) In 1718 several million livres wen 

refused as an offer for legal establishment and a synag; ogue in 

Paris,(12) Nevertheless in Alsace the ,:ews were thickly set t l i 

as also in all the Rhine Provinces. Thus when these distric t s 

were annexed by Louis i IY they became a part of France. In th e 

same way fhey were numerous in southern and western r'rance, es 

pecially in Bayont, J and Bord eaux, ·whither th ey went aft er thei r 

expulsion from Spain and Portugal. 

Though after their expulsion under Charles VI tlie ,j e;v s 

were never leg ally admitted, yet at the time of t he Revoluti o n 
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their number in t he kingdom wa s remarnabl y l arge . Graet ;::( 13) 

plac es t h e ,.l mr ish po pul a tion of F'ranc e in l 7E.8 at 50000, d i s -

tributing them as follows ~- about 200C0 in Alsac e. 50 ) in Fari ~ 

a like number in Eordeaux , 420 famili es i n Met z , 180 fa milies i 

Lorraine, and in the papal districts about 700 f a milies. While 

the J ews succeeded in g aining homes in France, th ere condition 

was by no means always and everywhere fayorable . In Alsace co r 

ditions were at their worst, The L! ews here were money-lenders, 

arid were accused of so op en and pro f itable a pr act ice of usury 

as to be charged with having gained thereby one half of the l a r: 

of the district. The ignorant peasant, ::i.ngered at his inabili 

ty to meet his obligations to a Jewish creditor, sought to es -

cape his debt by plunder and riot. So the life of the Je;•r s 

in Alsace was not a very peaceful one for long periods of t i me . 

At Strasbourz strong efforts were made to keep the J ews fro m 

the city, but to no avail. Cerf Berr( 14), a court J ew to Lou is 
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;..V and Louis All who supplied ar my mat '3ri als to the king. re-

ceived special permission to locate there and drew more .J ess 

with him to NorK in his factories and to be present ior his re-

ligious needs. This was strongly obJec ted to by the cit i: ens 

but to no avail, for Berr located there with the sanction of 

Emperor , 1os eph. 

Now approached the French Revolution, and in his strivin;;s 

to stave it off and uphold the falling mwrchy Louis XVI was 

circumspect and took cognizance of the 0 e-.vs. Those desirous ,, f 

seeing a new order of things instituted, or as. the Revolutlion 

was only in process of formation, desired to see old evils 

abolished. pointed to the position of the ,iew s as a deep ble-

mish on the escutcheon of Bourbon rule. That most ardent •,vork e 

for improved conditions, Malesherbes, was in full sympathy witn 

the Jews, and in order to1} assist them to .improve their condi -

tions, he gathered an assembly to prepare cahiers sett in.:.; for £h. 



the evils of th ei r ;)Osition,(15 ) Al r m dy i n 1764 let ters patent 

were gi ven the Je11s of Alsace, ~ ranting t hem the ri ght t o ac:;ri-

culture ( 16), and wit h the first concession on t h€! part of th e 

government. there was i<indled the flame of zea l wit hin th e ,Je-.•;s 

thems el ves to improve t h eir s t atus. As a result of the l-.ales -

XVI 
herb es commission Louis (/; I), in a decree' of uanuary :24, 1 7t34, 

1emoved the poll - tax, ( 17) one that had proved the most hurdensor 

and disag.reeaole. In his docree the king sa i d, "We have· noticej 

that especially in Alsace and at the entrance to Strasbourf:: the 

J e1Vs were subjected to a poll - tax that likens them unto beast s. 

Since it is against our feeli~s which we entert ain toward all 

our subjects, to (i()'t)'\/permit a tax to continue that debases man 

hood, we command that henceforth in our entire kingdom the Jew s 

shall be free from all poll and toll-tax es." This concessio:1 

on the part of the King aroused both the Jew s and their non -

J e.vish supporters to strive more earnestly for the em anci pation 
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of the Chosen People. Both Dohm and Mirtbeau, who stood fo r a l 

that was ni ghest and best in hu r.i a n lif e. were enthu s ed in their 

work in behalf of the Je\Vs by the spir it oi 1-iendelssohn whic h 

they had imbibed. Hirab eau, th!rou~h his work "On },endelssolmn", 

tried to inta,oduce the latter's best thoughts and hopes to the 

intellectual French public; he pleaded for an improved condit io 

of the <l ews and susgested that in all but reli gi on the ,Je'llish 

schools be placed on an equal footin~ with the Christian s , nool 

(18) He defended the J e;v s against the attacks of their detrac -

tors, advising that before they calumniate the ..: ew t h ey oug ht 

to unite on a oasis of attaci<, as they most often contradicted 

each other, 

But th €U were yet other non-Jewish elements at work in 

this struggle for Je-1iish emancipation, and among these the one 

that brought the question most forcibly to thi nk iP..g minds ,vas 

the Royal Society for Arts and Sciences in l.fetz. ( 19) f hi s s o-
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ciety offered a pri::e for the best essay on ";•/hetherth ere a r e 

means by which to maKe the ,1e;vs in France better and more us e -

ful citizens. " Among those who competed wer e Thiery and Aoo~ 

Gr~goire, The latters essay was crowsed. 

Encouraged By this a;ctivity and support of non- clewish ad-

mirers, the ._;e-.vs oestfirred themselves all the r.1ore on their 

own behalf. Cerf Eerr used all his influence for the improve-

ment of his coreligionists. He spread Dohm's work in favor of 

the ._Tews broadcast throughout France. Salkind Hurwitz ofKotvno 

took up his pen in the contest for the priz:e of the Met:: Royal 

Society, and wrote with force and vigor on behalf of the j ews. 

(20) Isaiah Berr Bing(21), (1759-1805) a writer of great abil i 

ty, used his p~we_rs in defense ot the ... e•.vs. He was tne first 

Alsatian ,.le1·1 to write in lir-ench, and his thorough ability to de 

so 1Vas shown in his reply to a Jew--baiting pamphlet that a_o;:,ea r 

in Wi Jtz. charging the, .'Jen with ev~ry knovin crime. ( 22) Iing r e -



plied oat did not s t op wit h refut i ng th e c ha r~ es. H~ went fu 

ther and wrote:-"ii e asK neither grace nor ia\•or nor y et a pri 

11-:,l·lege; we demand a lav1 by which we can otain tile natural ri g1 

that belona; to all men without e-<ception." (23 ) He demand ed tt 

abolition of the ghetto and of restricted res i denc e ; he deman~ 

that ai 1 trades and proi essions as well as public schools be 

opened to the ,] e~;s, In these bold demands he was supported b:i; 

his brethren, who requested ~r~goire, a member of the St a tes -

General, to urge their e;;iancipation, and who dele;;ated Isaac 

5ing of Nancy to seek the protect ion of the government for the 

i) 

ill-treated Jews of the Rhine provinces. ( 24} A co}mittee of 

five Jewish National Guardsmen appeared before the Paris com-

munal assembly to ask that the city express its wish to the 

National A,ssembly that Jewish citizenship be recogni3ed. ( 23 ) 

Jewish emancipation had become a possibility and was to b e r e-

\.. 
alized through the diffusion oi Mendelsson's spirit, (:2 6 J a nJ 
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by virtue of the fact that op pos e::! to i t wer ~ the u ltra - c .r. urcr~ 

parties and the enemi 9s 01 the Revolut io n. Thi s na tura l i y 

turned the majority in its favor. 

After August 4, 1'789, when the three order s met as the 

National Esser.i!Dly, the J e1;s labored still more earnestly for 

their recognition, tut there was yet a great obst acle to be 

overcome. Whatever efforts were made were put forward by the 

individual coc;;mmuities and wi thout conc erted action. Further -

more the Portugese '-l eNs of the kingdMt1 OpJJesed the eifor t s of 

the Avignonese and German Jews, and oft en th eir petitions ask·ec 

for directly opposite conditions. Thus Berr - Isaac -i:ierr ( 27l on 

behalf of the ,Te.vs of Lorraine asked that the ra bb is be appoin-

ted as ,Jewish authorities, while at the same time the fe.vs of 

Luneville asked that they be fre ed from rabbinic authori ty. I .:. 

was only when the J e·,•r s placed their rec;uests to the Natio 

nal Assembly entirely in tne hands of th i:- ir Christian chamoi ons 
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ti1at anything 1vas accompl i shed. Thei r emmcipation rr. ight b e 

slow in coming, but it must necessarily result f r om t he Revoh 

tion in which the idea 11as contained and funder.iental. (251 0:1 

September 2E, 1789 ~regoire anti Prince Glermont - To'Ylnere addr e~ 

sed the Assembly on behalf of the ~le.vs. 
s 

The r eu lt was a vo t E 
~ 

instructin,~ the presiding officer of the Assembly to send a ci 

cular to all sections stating that the ''Rights of ~fan" applied 

also to the Jews.(29 ) T:11s availed nothing in Alsace but it h 

brought the Je·11ish question permanently .before the Assembly, f 

on October 1, on the request ou a member of that body it vot e:1 

to set aside a lat er date ior the consideration of the con-

dition of the Jews. (30l Two weeks later, on the fourteenth, 

Berr was given the opportunity to addr.ess the Assembly. He su, 

ceeded in moving them into a promise that at the next sessions 

they would vote the equali::a1lton of the Je1vs with other citi -

Zens. (31) In Decenrber of the same year( 1789) the Je-,dsh qu es ~ 
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tion came before the Ass emb l y f0r d ebat e. (,32 ' Clermont -- Tc n n~re, 

was its advocate. Robespierre, Dupont . Ea r nave.and Mira b eau 

spoke in favor of it, but through the oppo siti on of the Abb t 

Haury and the Eishops of Nancy and Clermont t he d ecis i on wa s 

delayed, On the twenty-fourth of the same month another s tep 

was ~ained in the emancipation of the ,Je.v.$1, when t he .\ssembly 

passed a decree to the effect that . ~~~ non - Catholics were el i g i 

ble to election to the St ates-::;eneral and thereoy ooened t h eir 

way to employments ooth civil and military. ( 33 · 

Eut matters seemed to have moved too slowly for the Jei'ls, 

for on January 20, 1700 the Carmelite district of Paris, the on 

in which most of the J ews lived, prepared a set of resolut io ns 

aslting that henceforth the Jews might en Joy the rights oi ac -

tive citizens. (3..J) This was undoubtedl _v due to the exertions 

on the part of tne ,Jews them~elves, and it is gratifying to 

note their· effo1·ts on their own behalf as well as those of 



of their Christian friends 7i ho i nterested the;nselves in tne '-;ell', 

cause. The qu estion was now beiore th e Ass emb ly and mus t be 

dispos rd of in one way or in the ot her. Delay could no lon~er 

be ~esorted to. Yet the grea.test difficulty, that of unconc er -

ted action, still showed itself: for on February Q8, 1700 the 

Portugese Je•11s of Bordeaux asked that they be gmranteed th e 

privileges which they alrea.dJ en.joyed. With the support of 

f-

Tallyrand, then Bishop of Autun, a motion was carried l e_a.;a lly 

... 
acknoiedging for the Portugese, Sp,anish and Avig:nonese .iE'::s 

of Eordeaux and Bayonne the ri,;ht s they already possessed . ( S:- ) 

This was the first real . le.;al acknowledgment of the ,Je.vs , bui 

the glory it brou_:>;ht the Je;vs in havin6 won it on their own 

petition is diminished when we consider that the vote gave no 

new rights but only recogni::. Erl those of rich and cul tu red men 

who d;..-elt in safety with nothing to fear from the passions oi 

the mob, while in the eastern provinces of the r ealm, the roor 



less-cultured , o:1pressei yet iaith1u l J c:.vs were neitner t;i.ke!1 

ir.to consideration by their wea lt hy cor e ligi on i s ts, nor rero;;-

nized lny law, ther 8by givi~'!; as it wer e mor e ar,t,ument to the 

fanatic peasant to rob, plunder and even kill the wretched aons 

of a hateid rac e. The pride and sellishness of the Portugcse 

Je,1s, ,vnose vanity four.d ,.;reater pleasur e in the family history 

of a feiv hundred y"]ars than in the grand and g lorious race his -

tory of thousands of general ions, that pride and selfishness 

never cast g reater ble;;iish on the Jewish name than at the time 

when these haughty sons of Israel, filled with Castilian pride, 

strove only for their own legal recognition and lifted not a 

hand to improve the contlition of their humble persecuted orethr E 

\~ -~ 
Ho·1:ever, the Portugese Je.vs ~e were notcor.siderf;4Lhe 

Je:1ish nation. That a part of it \'.'as recog nized by law ·.vas a 

favorable portent for those still unreco3;ni::ed. The ques tion 

was constantly bobbing up in the NatioP.al Assembly. On Febru.1F 
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2S, l "i~0 (:36) it was brought up , c·Jt a successful oop os iti on on 

the part oi Abb ~ Maury r es u l t ed i n postponement. 
F 

The Abbe c oul 

not post pone the vot e three day s lat er in f a \•or o f the Por t 11g e::= 

Je::s, but on Ap r i l lS , when the ~l e·.vish qu est ion was agai n bofo r 

the Asseml!Tly, he aga in succeEded in havi ng it postp oned. i 37 l 

Nevertheless it ·11as for 2~ em days only , f or on Apr i l 113 a d eer "' 

passed the Na tional Assemb ly and was subsequ ent ly sa nct i oned by 

the k i ng, that the Je1:s of Alsace were under the p ro t ect.i on 

and author i ty of t he laws of th·e stilt e and of the Na tio nal 

Guard. (38) Here was hope for the Lr e11s of Alsace. Thou.c;h not 

as yet acknowledg e:! full c"itir::ens , t h e la·v had ta1, en co;r.i -

zance of them. They were a~ain taken i nto noti ce when on ,iuly 

26, 17f0 a law was passed abolishing al 1 tax es 1 evi eel only on 

the J eNs. The la·.i wa s confirmed by Louis XV I on Aug us t 7 . \39 • 

Ho"llever, it was not unti l the following y ea r tha t the Je\'ls 

gained the r eco;:::nition f or which they had been st ri v ing . Jn 
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vai n ;•: ere t1:o attempi:s niade to orin ~ the J ,H ish ~u,,stion b 91 or , 

I 
tne r.ation.ll Asseribly , During the presi dency of '.::r etoire, a 

deputy ,Hart ineau, urg oo. the auesi; ion on ,Jan ua ry 18, 17 '21, and 

again on May 26 of the same year; but at neith er ti me was any -

thing accomplisned, (,40i The ,J ews thems.elves wer e no t id le, f o: 

those of Faris,desirousi of establishing; a sy:r.a t;og; ue, were ea;s: 

that the vote should be taken by which they rr.ight be r ecog -

nize::i as citir:ens wich full\rights. The day wa s near at hand 

when this hope would be reali::ecl. The constitution of Sept em-

ber 1~91 had already been formulated and ratified wit hout 

recognizing the emancipation of the Jews. •~\Jst as matt ers wer 

apparently unfavorable and clouds were beginniO?; to spread ov e: 

the prospects of the Jews for emancipation, the prover~ial s ~l-

ver linin.<;; showed itself, for but a few days before the cl ose 

of the Assembly, a ~r acobin member, Duport , brouc::ht the quest io• 

before that body and succeeded by a vote taken o n Sept ember :2 0 
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in ~ain in; th e rec oi;:;nit icn of the ;; er.nan s::ieaking ._;ens . ( .,I J . 

The d ecr e e stat ed that the onl y r e~uiremen t f or fu l l cit i=en-

ship was the tal<ing of t h e civ l e oath ar.d that th e ,1£-.v s v:e r e 

eligib le to t his, ( 42 ) On ltcv ember 15 fol l o·:1in;, Lou i s ll/ I of -

f i cially recognized them. 

Thus after a lon; a ;-.d a rduous strugil: le t he ,i e-,1·s ;v ere a c-

kno ·,vledged citizens. The French nation , tnro uc; h its repr esen-

tatives, had told the world that hencef orth they would look u;:,or 

the J eHs as brethren, as citizens with th e full righis o f ot her 

citizens. So France, a country that in the dark day s of the 

H1ddle Ages, days of passi on and vio lence, of savager y t rium.:iha: 

had been among the first to drive the .J ews from its soil, n0·N 

in the days of freedom and reco~nized brotherhood, was the fir st 

to make them citizens. That this would be accompli sh frl the 

spirit of the age seemed to foretel l. Nor was this lib er ation 

of the ,j e,vs confined to France a lon e. The spirit of t!:ie n evolu -
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tion was co"taf:,fUs. ~-:o'."!arc h1es of Europe ha d to un bend and l et 

g o oi th e divine- r ight doctr in e i n ord er that the so'lerei:;r:s 

mi :,; ht save th ei r th rones fro m e: ru mo l i!l~ as had that of the ~o:..ir-

bons. The remo•ral of th e poil and tol l -taxes f ro m the ~!e:;s of 

France 1·1as followed by a similar movement on the part of Prus3 i-:: 

government. ('13 ) Like-Kise i"hen Holland, Italy anj t h e Rn i n 8 pro 

vinces were annexed to France the position of the _: e.vs i n tnes ':l 

countries was made the same iB every respect a s that of t he 

JeNs in France. ( 4-1) Al¥obstac ,les tha.t had stooj i n t h e ·.ray 

were at last removed and the J e,vs of Franc e ·,vera reco,:; ni ::e:i 

citzens. 
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CH APTER I I. 



CHAPTER I I. 

1791-1806. 

By the act of emancipation the French nation put its final 

stamp of approval on tta,Jewish inhabitants and recognized their 

■orth as citizens, .as _well as the benefits that the nation had 

l\ t • ..,,. ... :;ii 

derived from them while they lived only as non-citizens in the 

land, Some J~~ aad received from .the sovereigB letters of na-

turalizatton in return for .meritorious conduct and labor,· Thus 

·they were enabled to purchase landed property anJengage in hono-

rabl e protiessions, in which their efforts redounded to the good 

of the country and their own prosperity. ( ll , Through the commer-

cial activity of the ·Jews the French were •indebted to them for 

the banks of Bayonne and Bordeaux,(2} ·. But the Jews knew also 

how to make unselfish sacrifices for the lanp that •protected : ) 

them. At the formation of ·the National Guard the Jews joined in 

a large, proportion. In Pari!J alone one hdindred Jewish youths · 
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enlisted and in Bordeaux a Jew was elected commander.(3) , In 

its earliest phase the Revolution after the fall of the Bastile 

brought misfortune on the Jews h. the places where the freedom-

maddened crowds attacked .and beat ·them~ ( 4) · And when France ato-

ned for this by making them citizens with the full rights of 

citizens, the JtMs at -once put ·· forth their enerjies in the de­

votion to the state, arts and sciences. (5) · According to a con-

temporary writerl6) the Je,vs proved worthy of all the rights 

granted them. 

The ·time approached now when a test •might ·be .p.u-t -by which 

the Jws could show whether . they were truly good citizens in th• 

best sense. The story of the Revolution need rtot •be told here. 

Louis XVI .proved unequal to the task a!'ld in consequence was de--

posed. With the Divine-right ·monarchy of the Bourbons violated, 

and the ki?lg a prisoner of the people, · the passions of the mob 

broke forth in all its fury. The king was made a prisoner. Cod 
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was dethroned and Reason worshipped as the deity. A Reign of 

Terror, such as only a Paris mob can institute, held sway. The 

Jeu, loyal citizens that they are to organized government, 

took no part in the furies of the Terror. I 7) All did not escap 

though. Prominent men among the Jews were threatened. !'bus 

Furtado, who later became President of the Assembly of NotableE 

was forced to flee . l 8 ) • in order to escape becoming a sacrifice 

on the altar of 'La Femme' as the guillotine was spoken -of. Ir. 

Bordeaux, Charles F\,ixatto and three other prominent Jews were 

seized, (9) but were fortunate enough to have their atonement · 

set at a heavy fine ·instead of :death. Nor did the enthromement 

l}J . 
of Reason ef feet. the JeNs as far as the law went. That move-

ment was directed chiefly against Catholicism and the Church, 

and so other faiths escaped serious interference. :J'et ·the 

Jews were not 8'Q\erywhere unmolested. In : ~ncy the synagogue 

·was turned into a.Temple of Reason, theThorah and all ·Heprew 



books were burned,· and the 0old and silver ornaments were con:?: 

fiscated.(10) In Strasburg and Troyestlll the J.ews were compel 

led to do business on the · Sabbath Day and attend the Worship of 

Reason on.'Jour Decadi'(Tenth Day). In Metz they were confron-

ted with a peculiar difficulty. They did not dare bake Matzos 

for the Passover Festival until one courageous woman ingeniousl~ 

gained permission· by sayillll .that the Matzos were emblems of 

Freedom. ( 1!2) Again, · at Paris, where there were at this time 

t'."'o schools, the teachers tere compelled to take their pupils 

to the Temple of Reason on the TenUi Day. ( 13) -

Further than these comparatively: slight inconveniences 

.placed i-:rt--t-h-e·i·r-pat·h-, no other difficulties were set in the 

way of thelOews, .and ·they were permitted to live their own 

quiet -lives in· a time when noise ·and fury were the usual thing, , 

and peace and quiet -were almost unknown. No doubt there may hav 

been many individual cases not reported, .of Jews suffering agony 
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and 'fear in the days when the streets of Paris ran with blood 

and when the 'provincial' towns were but servile imitations of 

the capital. But in general the JeH was overlol!Jked.. The reli-

gious hatred and ~igotry that had for so long a time made life 

almost impossible to the .Je11, forgot its favorite victim in its 

mad and sudden outburst against the Church, that power that once 

rul€CI kings and princes and ekacted tribute from many lanHs. 

The Church had shown itself false to the Revolution and unworth, 

of support and so the Church must go. But the populace, un-

thinking as it was, did not reflect that the Church was not 

Bod, and because it was ungodly the people were not warranted 

in believing that God had ceased to be. It was hardly to/be ex-

pected that a people held in check most tightly, when once 

broken forth into freedom under the guidance of fiery, rash 

leaders, imbued only with selldish ambitions for power and self-

prot ec ·. ion·, would stop to reason about its acUon·s . Reason it 
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it keew only as a pass-word to some new innovation. Action, 

quick,thorough and in plenty was all thilt was wanted by the 

nation that had so long been kept · inactive by its rulers. I: 

such times, the Jf!N, accustomed to respect the authority of t 

government, and taught ·the need thereof by his laws and prece 

very naturally remained as quiet as possible and withdrew to 

the background without attracting attention to himself. He 

bore his shue of military duty, ( 14) ,quietly entered the· pro-

f essions that were now op en to him and in general bent his ene 

gies "'-ll.. improving himself and his position. 
rh\.,.y 
~ little of !m-

. h 
portance is heard of the JeH in such times of unrest and distu 

However, the tim~ · cam~ ·when the frightful state of affair: 

that had held sway from 1723 to 1795 must come to an end, -and 

so it did. But from the ashes of the Terror bhat had for three 

years given France neither peace nor rest, her citizens no 

safety, but fear and dread, arose the light of a new "Terror", 
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who with his drawn sword and matchless military genius would 

bring peace and quiet to a distracted country, but who would a t 

the same time, instead of terrorizin~ the lanp. of IHs adoption , 

prove the scourge and fury of all Europe. With the failure of 

the R~ign of Terror began the supremacy of Napoleon, .nd it is 

under his rale that the condition of the J~vs is again consi-

dered and dealt· with. 

When Napoleon's attention was first directed toward the 

J~s as adherents t'Q_ a peculiar faith, as a nation in themselves 

and yet forming an i n"t e Rra.l part of the French nation, we can-

not say. ' We are toli:i that one o! his generals, Massena, whose 

real name is said to have.been M~nasseh, { 15) was a Jew and re-

c ei voo from; Napoleon the surname "Child of Victory". Another 

wr iter in hi s hi st ory of Napoleon<l6) 1 speaks of Massena as 

been ''N:, po l eon's b est lieutenant", That Napoleon would 

, -1. k e c ;i.i -=.a nce of the Jws, though we may well 



believe only to use them, as he did everything else, for hi~ 

own self 1sh purposes, could be foreseen from the fact that al-

ready in 17gg, while in Egypt, he looke:i upon them as means 

worthy of his efforts to employ them dm his own behalf. For, 

when planning his campaign in Egypt a_nd the East, the young 

General addressed a call to the JE!Nfs of lsia and Africa, . in-

cl 
viti~ them to join .his army, and, fighting beneath his standa 

shoulder to shoulder with his own troops, to try and recapture 

from _the Turk the · Holy Land whose cpital, · Jerusalem, he would 

restore again in all its glory. ( 17) From the extract from the 

Moniteur .contained in the note we see clearly Napoleon's schem 

He wouUi not only found for himself as empire in the East, · 

such as Alexander had built up, but he would alao enter EuropE 

from the rear, and fight in;:~ his way from the Bosporus to the 

Rhine, . would carry the Liberty of ·France to all down-trodden 

llirope, crushintJ its monarchs beneath his mighty sword and the 



power of France, which latter, no doubt, he himself intended 

to direct I as later he did. So, knol'fini that the J&Ns were 

numerous in the East. 'he promised to restore Judea to the glory 

and renown it had enjoyed under Solomon, a promise, which, had 

the present-day Zionists lived then, would have been seized upor 

by them with delight, hailing Napoleon as the Messiah,--in which 

light he came to be looked upon at no distant date. 

Napoleon was , accustomed to look upon matters from .all 

sides. We are told that when he went to battle or began some 

new movement he had his plans fully prepared and thoroughly 

tested, watching not only his own moves, but disc~rning also 

the actions other powers and forces wotild take to check him, 

and arranging his own accordingly, May it not be then that 

thia ·olear-minded, far -seeing soldier promised to restore Jeru-

salem to the Je1vs from a greater motive than merely to augment 

his army-9 Napoleon always appreciated the importance of having 
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as great an army as he could possibly must er, but he also rec ■ 

nized the advantage of having friends in the enemies' country. 

Considering this, · Napoleon saw the vast benefits that woull:i ac: 

crue to him, if in his contemplated march from Constantinopi'e 

their 
to Paris, the Je,vs of Eastern Europe, showing,tfltjii g~atitude 

for the restored Jerusalem, would flock to him as friends, Joi-

ning his armies and aiding him with money and supplies that 

they might be able to furnish him~ This was a very definite .- , 

part •of a lat er plan, as we shal 1 see, and it seems to have 

been his plan also\_here. , How many ,Javs were enthused at the 

prospect of a new Jerusalem and snatched at the bait Napoleon 

so temptingly held out to them,we can not say. Yet one, who 

if he had fallen in with hi-s plans would have proved in himself 

worth almost the entire people, Napoleon failed to lure by these 

fascinating hopes. This was Chayim Maalem Farchi,( 18) the fi -

nance minister of .the Pasha of Acr.e,. and to him, perhaps, it is 
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largely due that Napoleon's conquering , march through~ypt 

cll'ld Syria na.s firmly checkoo at !ere, Napoleon tried to bribe 

Farchi to deliver Acre into his hands, But here Napoleon showai 

that he had to learn a ne•lf lesson concerning the Je-.v, namely, 

that in whatever country he may live, under whatever government 

he may be, the Je:" is a faithful subject to the pol6'er that 

protects and recognizes him. This truth Farchi well exemplifie:l 

For he not only refuaed to consider Napoleon's proposals ·, he 

opposed him all the more for them, and even allied himself 

with Ehgiand, Napoleon's arch ememy.(19) , Far<lhi was able to do 

all this through the con~idence which his master had reposed in 

him and which he well mer-it ed. 

Napoleon was now forced to fall back into Egypt, where he 

made no new or important advances toward erect1°n the mam1th . ' 

empire of his dreams. Shortly afterwards affairs in France 

came to such a pass as to demand a man of energy and action, 



such as could safely guide the ship of state pas• the shoals 

of an impending Revolution and Terror as had been experienced. 

Napoleon, leaving his army in Fgypt under Kleber, hastened bacl: 

to Paris, and by virtue of his~hength and force of character, 

together with the support of the army and of the people, natu-

rally became leader. At the time of his return the Jews were 

recognized as citizens with full rights but only as individuals 

It remained for the,_to receive the official recognition of 

· their religion. ( 20) The first indication that it was Napoleon'. 

intention to do}his is found in an address of M. Portalis(deli­

vered by direction of Napoleon to the Assembly in March 1802. 

( 2ll ' In this address H. Portal is said :- " In as much as. the ad -

ministration has taken up the organization of the various 

faiths, it has taken cognizance of the Jewish religion. This 

one like all others shall partake of our freedom. But the · Jews 

are 1 ess a religion than a p eop 1 e. They exist among all nations 



without assimilating ,1th them, However, the administration bas 

felt bound to respect the unity of this people, which despite 

all the changes of centuries has lived. to our d~y, and which re-

gards it as its highest privilege to regari;I Cod alone as its 

law-giver.'' Up to this time Napoleon had no cause to think ill 

of the iiews, · He had found them good citizens an.J brave soldier.;, 

The reports of his captains spoke of them only in words of prai•~ 

(22l They reported that "the •Jews protect the French name\Gon-

servant le nom Francais), that they are worthy of possessing it 

(rendus digner de le porter) and that their conduct has not gi-

ven rise to any kind of complaint (aucun esp~ce de m~content )," 

That his ~enerals could report th11ls favorably of the Je.v;s was 

soon shown Napoleon in his own presence, · for at the b.att 1 e of 

Austerlitz, which he seems to have regarded as his greatest bat-

tle, a number of 1Je11s fought with such disti~uished valor and 

showed themselves aSJ. •men of h t b sue grea ravery as to win the de-
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coration on the Legion of Honor. (23) However, Napoleon's opi-• 

nion of and manner toward the ,Jf!/is was soon to chan~e. It seerr.l: 

that -after his victorious campaign against Austr.ia in 1806, frorr 

the time that Napoleon founded the-Confederation of the Rhine 

(._,\Jly 1806) and was brought into close contact with the princes 

of those states, he imbibed their hatred of the Je.v, for from 

this time on his former favorable ¢~~~11-i opinion was suddenly 

changed to a disposition entirely unfavorable. (24) While· so-

journing in Strasbourg he heard from the citizens, who had long 

endeavored to keep the Jems from their city, complaints against 

the Je.vs of !lsace, reports of ·their successful and unrelentin5 

practice of usury at exorbitant rates of interest, (25J Here 

was an opportunity for action with a dual purpose tending towarc 

results -highly favorable to himself. Napoleon returned to Pa-

at· 
ria, indignant ;ft~ the conduct of the JEtl/s and resolved to 

place restrictions upon all.(2~) 
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This strange and sudden change of front toward the Je·11s shows 

again the wily diplomat and shrewd tyrant, the peerless states-

man who sees in what is only a fanatical complaint against 

a hated race a great opportunity for brilliant, d~-:ling action 

whose ulterior motive was to bring greater advantages and ,. -

sources to himself. To listen to cries of his new subjects, ¢~~ 

cries which he knew to be only the echo of centuries of bigotry, 

was a neat and delicate compliment ·to the princelings this great 

warrior had just succeeded in pressing under his thumb: princes 

whose lives seemed to be consumed rather with the desire to niake 

the life of the ,Jw miserable than with improving that of th Mr 

Christian subjects.· But while he was introducing his tyrannical 

rule in the guise of a beneficent administration that sought onl~ 

the subject's welfare, he was actuated also by another thought. 

Tlhe·Je11s were accused of excessive usurJ; their rates of inte-

rest impoverished their Christian vict im.s: this must have broug h1 
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them great wealth and if they could be brou6ht more closely 

and. liirectly under Napoleon's control they would prove a very 

valuable source of income to the government and might be looked 

C ~ 
upon as a strong resot.;.re upon which to fall back for the consu,t 

mation of the tyrant~s plans. Thm,it was always a leading pri1 

ciple with Napoleon to turn everything to his own advantage, 

making it a means that at some distant day 111ght prove effi-

cient in the working out of his hopes and ideals, He always 

prepared resources for the future, for some unforeseen ex-

igency. So he intended to bring these usurious Jews ■ ore com-

pletely into his power. · But, very fortunately for him, until 

these complaints were r~istered with him, he had no real groun::I 

for paying special attention to the ,J(!JNs, A new program with 

r~ard to them was to be inaugurated. He would look upon them 

with disfavor, considering them a people who needed reformation 

and renovation, a cleansing of some dark spots from off their 
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character before they would be ;vholly worthy of the privileges 

they enjoyed, This opinion would readily find root else-,,;here 

and sprout into a mighty growth, therroy giving him some just! -

fication, (and he never wanted mucl\ },-for meddling in the in-

t ernal as well as the external affairs of the Jens, The dis-

pleasure toward the .Je'Hs, which Napoleon so quickly cultivated, 

was not without its definite purpose, and though his H.isgust 

with them bears the s13mblence of earnestness, we see in it only 

the plan of a shre;•1dmind acting from some secret motive. But 

of" this we will speak at greater length in a chapter devoted 

entirely·to a study of Napoleon's motives with regard to the~Jews 

To return to the facts of the case. On his return to Paris 

after 'the battle of Austerlitz, Napoleon brought the matter be-

for!I the . Council of State~ (27} which referred it to the depart-

ment of the Interior. The head of this department in turn re-

ferred it h M. Mol~, as a committee of one to investigate.How-
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ever, this was only form, as Mol~'s a ppointment came fro m Napo-

• leon, as we•. see from both authorities. (:2'Jf Mole's report wa s 

to be read to the Council of State. It came up at a meeting at 

which the Emperor was not · present. As might have been expectoo 

from Moll, who was only the youthful, excitable mout h-piece of 
I 

Y\ 
an anti-philosophic, ,Je-11-bait in1f crowd of which M. B~ald and M. 

de Fontanes were the leaders, the report was unfavorable to the 

JeNs, It advised that the ,Jens be put under special restric-

tive laws. The committee accepted as true all the charges with 

regard tJ usury and other evil practices of wlbich the Je11s were . 
accused, and in his fiery way Mol~ denounced them, advising that 

they be treated as a separate class. The Council of State, whic 

saw through the report at -once, and recowiized in it the inspi-

·n 
ration of de Bo,t3,ldi, receive::i the report with smiles Md disdain. 

(2!·1 But it was receive::i in another spirit also. M. Regnault 

immediately exposed and denounced the report, stating that b e• 



cause a belief was to quite I. degree universal 1t need not 

necess~rily be sustained. M. Beu:;not, who had recently been 

appointed Councillor of State, treated the question :it botto 11 

with much logic, spirit and ability, The opinion of the Cour: 

cil was evidently opposedto the report, for its memleers, be-

ing for the most part men of honor, saw, as M. de B1'!!ant e 

statas, that it was undermining .one o-f the basic principles o· 

the French law to make any distinctions between citizens be-

cause of religion, and as Mo1t•s report implied this, that it 

was ridiculous to ask a creditor whether he thouaht he ouaht t 
C) C) 

be paid, The Chancellor there upon remarked that the Emperor 

attached great importance to this matter and that his opinion · 

was contrary to that which seemed to prevail, and it was there-

fora ·necessary to lay the discussion over until such a day 

when the Emperor might be able to ,, , prestde,· (:2S't The questi on 

was brou~ht up for discussion in a ·meeting held at St. Clo 'ld , 
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(31!1'8 April 30, 1806. (31) The presence of the ilmperor did not 

act as a check upon the members attending, for,as in the earli 

meeting, so here, ' the gentlemen spoke ;vith warmth and earnest-

I 
ness against .the report of M, Mole and the action which it ad-

vise::J, M. BevJ;not opene::J the discussion. (32) He did net know 

that in the Bouncil of State discussion took the form of con-

versation, and as this was his first .discession in the presenc 

of the Emperor he blundered miserably. "Intoxicate::J with his· 

success ; 'he was on this occasion emphatic, pretentious, decla-

matory, all that he should not have been." The Emperor grew 

impatient; one phrrase of M,Beut;not's had especially irritated 

him, The latter had termed any measure ·that would make excep-

tions against the Jws as· "a battle lost in the field of justic 

That this condemnation of his methods, though not intended as 

such, should be spokm in Napoleon's very presence and with se-

rious sincerity, stung the Emperor to t he qui ck. Re arose at 
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the conclusion of M. Be11gnot 's address and spoke with an anirr.a 

tion and energy that were quite unusual, replying to Beu~not ' s 

speech 'now with raillery, now with calmness.• The report of 

Mort, which was just what Napoleon wanted, was opposed as bein~ 

subversive to the theories and ideals of the Revolution. (33) 

He spoke against theories, against general and absolute princi-

pies, against men to whom facts were notlU!)g and who sacrifice: 

reality for abstractions. (34) He spoke bitterly against the 

phrase of "a lost Battle". Then a reading of Molt's report wa::= 

asked. MM. Regnault and de Segur spoke against it <~t, remin-

ding Napoleon that everywhere, except in Alsace, the Je.vs were 

held in esteem. (3~'9 Action was then taken; a commission of thr 

was then appointed to inquire into the condition of the JeNs 

in Alsace and into their principles and customs concerning 

usury •. ( ,'37:! The appointees were MM.Pasqui er, 'Portalis and Mol ~ 

(33') The question was then deferred to a later meetinrr for fu r . .., 
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A second meeting of the Council was held on May 7,(<Ji!l) 

The report of the commission was made. Pasquie~ had busied hi rr. 

self gathering information. "His report"as M. de Baui:bte says, 

"was very instructive and calmed the Emperor who then came to 

_the very sensible conclusion that the Jevish religion ought to 

be officially authorize::! and given a legal existence," In fact 

between the two meetin'i!s of the Council Napoleon had change::! hi. 

attitude toward the Je.vs, abandoning his. antagonism toward bhern. 

He probably considered that if he was to accompl:ish anything at 

all with the Je.-.s he must assume a quiet, conciliatory attitude 

rather than an openly antagonistic one. He must have been mind. 

ful of the history of the Je11s and have recognized the facl that 

the ancient people was after all stiff-necka:i; so he determined 

on a different line of action, one by which he recognized his 

aims could be accomplished and even be aided thereto by the 



Jens themselves. So to accomplish his id ea of giv ing th e J e-,,i.: 

religion a l~al organization he issued a decree on ~'.ay 58,ISOe 

. ! ordering the convention of the Assembly of Not ables to 

meet in Paris on July 15, to express the wishes of the ~T en ish 

people and ·to devise plans by which the JrJ,vs could be i mprovro 

and useful arts introducro among them. The repres~ a tives 

should be gathered not only from France proper, but also from 

German provinces and from Italy. The roict also suspen:ied for 

one year all procea::lings taken by Je,vish crroitors to recover 

sums loana::1. This last named condition, when discussej in the 

Council of State, caused a violent debate as it was opposed as 

being an infringement on civil rights ("¼3l 
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culars. 2~- ibid. ::0- ibid. 

3~~ Graetz op. cit. p. 27:2. ?~- Guizot on M. de 

Barante p. 19. ~§- Graetz. op. cit • p. 27 3. 

M- Guizot art. cit. p. 19 • ·co- ibid, 

.§~- Graetz op. cit. p. 273. §Z- .CUizot art. cit. 

P• 20. ~- ibid, §~- Graetz op. cit. p. 27 -4 

jQ- ibid. ·1t- Guizot art. cit. p. :20. cf. also 

Graetz 9f. cit. note 6 pp, 620-25, _, 
- J -

1§- Memoirs of Pas~uier p. 289. 



eHAPTER III. 

The assembly of Notables. Its composi-

tion, its purpose and its work. 



CHAPTER I I I. 

The Assembly of Notables. 

The decree of May 30, lo06 havi~ been pro!l]ulgated, the 

delegates to the assembly were appointed according to article 

III of that decree '. ) by the prefects of the departments from 

among the rabbis, landed proprietors and other renowne:I Je.vs. 

The coming together of these notables at the appointed time was 

quite a surprise to P,u,is. It created a great stU in the city. 
\ 

Its need was nol seen, Napoleon's motives were not known, and 

like all unusual events in the French capital it was freely 

discussed in the public places, in newspapers and in the salons 

of the day. (2 ) But with all this discussion the people were 

none the wiser as to Napoleon's . r; .1: ; purposB, In liis ~ecree 

Napoleon stated that his purpose was to "revive sentiments of 

civil morality in those professing the Jewish religion," and in 

order to do so these No:ia.bles were to give their opinions as to 



how he could best act to "restore among their hethren the prac -

tice oti useful arts and professions zadl replace by an honest in-

dustry the shameful resources to which many among them have de-

voted themselves from father to son for so many centuries." ind 

again, in a letter to his Minister of Interior, M. de Champagny, 

1/Af'•/Ur\ I> 
.states his"purpse is to reconcille the belief of the Jeivs with 

the. duties of the French and to make them useful citizens, be-

in~ resolved to remedy the evil to which so many among them have 

subiects 
given themselves to the detriment of our. c:/t+/lt¢µ~." (3 , , Ho•.v 

sincerely Napoleon meant this and what cause he had to t ake 

such a stand we will discuss at length later; here we pause only 

long enougJh to mention that a contemporary writes (,4' ')states 

that the Jews were not the onty ones who practised usury and the 

charge to that extent did not warrant the calling of the Notable 

Assembly; while his desire to make the Je.vs better citlzens was 

useless as that rested entirely with the Je,vs themselves, O"r the 



National Assembly in its decree left nothing more to be done t 

give the JeNs citizenship. 

On July 23, a message from the Emperor ar1:1ounced that th 

first meeting of the assembly should take place on the 25th, a · 

the Hotel de Ville and told them of the purpose and the work o. 

the convocation. (5 1 T·110 days later, on Sabbath-day July 25, 

1806 the Notables convened. <6: . J Napoleon had given them per-

mission to adjourn the first meeting if they felt themselves 

bound to abstain from every kind of labor 7 but they did not 

avail themselves of t.he permission. The question was indeed 

I 
raisoo whether the ballots for presiding officer might be writt 

it being Sabbathf it was decided that it might be done,. and 

so this was done. The election named Furtado as President. 9 

Napoleon himself never came into contact with this Assembl: 

His messages to •it and relations with it were through the me:iiu1 

of his three imperial commissioners, MM. Mole', Pasquier and 
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Portal is. Of these Mol6 was the head, and a more unwelcome or 

improper commissioner of Jf!.vs could not have been chosen. 1-'.ole' 

was the youngest of the three men and,as before mentioned, wa s 

generally looka:i upon as the vehicle by which to spread the anti-

Jenish slanders of de Bonald a'nct his clique of Jew-baiters. 10 

Hia appointment as chief proxy of Napoleon with whom the asse1:1-

bly had to deal held forth little promise of. satisfaction to 

the Notables. In that meeting of the Council of State in whi ch 

the promulgation of the decree of fay 5oth was discussed t oll 

had favora:i measures against the Jer.vs and seerne:i thereby to have 

gained the grm{favor of Napoleon.ii He was cornmissionoo by 

the Emperor to write an essay on ''Inquiries into the Political 

and Religious Status of the Je,vs from the Days of t oses to t h e 

Present Time". It was stro~ly anti-.1e.dsh 12 , but 1~as at once 

h 
published in the lfo~iteur, an act showin;; tha t it had re0ei v a.:i. 

imperial approv;1,l, Amon;; its many fa lse, biGotoo anj r i d i..:: ul ot:s 



51 

most 
statements was one bearing .directly on the purpose of the !s-

o)\( 1/v.t 
sembly and,must have pleased Napoleon greatly. He said that 

"the vice of usury was to be considered aa inherent in the cha-

racter of every true Jf!N and so implanted in him that no earbly 

power could ever eradicate it from him." 

This position of active and offensive hostility on the part 

/ 
of Mole continued throughout the sittings of the Assembly and 

caused much trouble and friction. On July 29 the assembly ·met 

for the second time and M. Mod opened with an address that was 

cold and offe~sive. 13 In the words of M. Pasquier : 4 aDOther 

of the commissioners, the address ••reveale.:I a marked hostility 

to the JeNs, and was not of a kind to inspire them with confi-

dence in the intentions of the government." The address was rs-

pletewith sentiments such as this::..!'The conduct of many among 

those of your persuasion has excited complaints that have found 

their way to the fc,ot of the throne~ lhhese comp-laints are fo un-
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"ded on i!:.ld.l.ll; and nevertheless His 1"..a jesty has been satisfi ed 

progress of the 
with the stopping of the..-.evil and has wished to hear from you 

on the means of prov id in· a remedy. " 15 Again in the 8omm1t tee 

of Nine, appointed lat er to prepare the work of the Sanh edrin, 

Mol~'s presence proved most o]!ife·nsive and disquieting: the 

Committee accomplished nothing with the imperial CO i!l!!lissioeer s 

I 
when Mole was present and only came to a compromise at a meeti 

from which he was. absent. 16 This antagonistic attltude on the 

/ 
part of Mole was all the more disgusting both to the Asse::2bly 

and to his fellow-commissioners in that his great -;;:;randmother 

had been of J~Hish blood and it was from her family that the 

Mol~ fortune came. 17 

It is not difficult to see through these facts to get a t 

Napoleon's purposes. Like.vise can we see the s a me fro m fil.ds 

concerning the Natables themselves. It was a n Assembly of ,Je. 

ish Notables, but it wa s by no means an Assembly of t he Rt'pre-
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opt.e. 
sentative~Jews of France. The delega tes to the Assembly were 

selected by the prefects of the Departments from among those 

that "en.joyed the highest reputation, and als~ of those who 

were looked upon as likely to prove most mor:ip la isant." 18 If 

this was the idea of the government, it was only half success , 

G 

ful in accomplishing it. For .though some of the members of tr: 

Assembly, and perhaps among their chief, Furtado, were tho-

roughly complaisant and worlfed in perfect harmony with the 

wishes of the Emperor, whatever they might be, playing; the pail 

of easily regulated puppets in the directing hands of the1f1as t,. 

ter, yet many of them were men of deep, earnest and unshakable 

convict ions, who, though at · first timid in asserting themselve. 

when it came to declaring principles the government desired to 

denouncing ..I 
have affrlimed, were not backward in cf~¢~i..lJ\W them as false;./., 

,\=,..A-J,.,,·, 
o.1 .,_.,.J""'r. iJ 

t,etn:,iii..g Judaism, and in refusing to give their personal as-

sent to the statements. "It had gtmerally'been supposed that 



54 

1 
they were governed solW by their pecuniary interests, that th1 

adhered to their religion merely as a matter of custom and es -

pecaally to make their consciences feel easy on the score of 

oi living at the expense of all countries which harbored them a 

tolerated their presence: but one found oneself face to face 

with men vastly superior to the common herd with which _. , gene-

rally speaking, public opinion classed them. Thoroughly con-

versant with their religion and its principles, they were 

strengthened in their attachment to it by the animadversion it 

drew upon them, and their well-cultivated minds were replete 

with every kind of kno"Nledge. It was therefore no longer pos-

sible to ignore the existence of a Jewish nation, the dregs of 

under 
which alone had so far come. ~ -W,; notice, and which, owing to 

the care bestowed in selecting the members of the assembly, : 

spoke a language worthy b eing listened to, 1119 They may not at 

first have divined Napoleon's purposes and intentions, but ere 
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long many of them saw that they were to be as clay in the hands 

of the Emperor, and many revolted, both in word and in act ion. 

At first they thought that Napoleon had conceived. h is idea of 

their political redemption while in Egypt, and that this was a 

- 2 
further movement in his plan to re-establish them in Pal est ine. 

But later, when certain answers were required of the Notables, 

"the most enlightened and most influential members of the As -

sembly", .unwiilling to betray their sacred cause) "informed 

the commissioners that the declarations asked of them not only 

embarrassed them ::ind were delicate matters for their conscienc; 

but that according to all appearances they would prove utterly 

valueless, that they were in no wise qualified to exact obedi-

ence from their coreligionish : that from the very fact that 

they were selected by the government, it was not possible to 

consider them representatives of the Jewish nation, and as ~ 

having the right to make stipulations in their narne."'.2l This 
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was not to pro.roke more action on the part of ~Tapoleon, though 

it did result in that, but rather to discourage the action 

already taken. However we must oy no means think that al 1 th e 

firm 
Notables felt as did those men of ~(~~~i convictions and 

strong character •• There were a sufficient number who acted 

in all according to the Emperor's directions, to carry the 

votes as. was des ired. by Napoleon. Among these stands forth as 

the foremost, Furtado, the presiding officer. 22 · Graetz wri-

ting many years after, speaks of him as a man of noblest .L: l .i_' 

thoughts and broadest view, but Pasquier the commissioner, wit 

whom Furtado was thrown much into contact. ·;:w, and who seems 

to be very faiNninded in his judgements concerning the Assembl. 

23 
,tells us that the Notables viewed him with distrust. They 

believed "that he held to his religion merely by the feeling 

which forbids a man abandoni 11•; the religion in which he was 

born.------- His opinions were based on philosophic indiffe-
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rence." That he was not the right man for the position of 

President of the Assembly we see from the fact that the Alsat i , 

and Avignonese rabbis said (perhaps for the sake of opposition. 

ts.-.t 
that "it was an easy matter to .JAf . . a ll he(Furtado) knew of hi 

Bible was through Voltaire." His influence, according to Pas -

quier, was null over an assembly of men animated with deepest 

religious convictions. Perhaps it was a part of his political 

creed to work in perfect harmony with the will of the Emper·or: 

for, had he been a man of deep, earnest and sincere religious 

conviction, such as should have occupied his position, he 

would never have given his assent to actions that did receive ii 

and the work of the As.!2embly would have resulted in far ma,re 

than it did and would have been of real, lasting value. I be-

lieve that the rabbis were right when they said that Furtado 

knew little of the Bible or of. -. religious doctrine, for he 

seldom spoke on questions that were debated, and when he arose 
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to express an opinion it usually t urned out to be a eulogy 

on the greatness and goodness of Napoleon. He went out of his 

way, like a fawning princeling, to heap praises and re'tll ·n-n on 

the name of the Emperor. 

But to return tb the work of the Asserrb ly. The second 

meeting was held on July 29, when the imperial commissioners 

brought twelve questions that Napoleon desired answered, 24 Th 

The questions were: l- Is it lawful for the Je·ns to marry 

more than one wife'r 2- Is divorce allowed by the Jewish re-

ligion'r Is divorce valid when not. ~)\~~ pronounced by courtE 

of justice but according to laws in contradiction to those of 

the French code~ 3- Can a Jewess marry a Christian and a ,Te·,•, 

a Christian woman, or does the law allow the Jews to inter mar ~ 

ry among themselves only, 4- In the eyes of the Jews are 

the French considered as prethren or are they loo1~ed upon as 

strangers'i> 5- In either case what line of conduct does the 



law prescribe toward Frenchmen not of their religion)~ ,1/ 

6.- Do ,Jens torn ill France and treated by the ·law as French 

citizens consider France their country'P Are they bound to de-

fend it, to obey the laws and to conform to th~ dispositions of 

the civil code,1'9 

7- Who appoints the rabbis9 

8- What police jurisdiction do the rabbis ex~ercise among the 

J~s; what judicial power do they enjoy among them9 

9- Are these forms of election and the police-judicial. 

jurisdiction regulated by law or are they only sanctionoo by 

customi· 

10- Are there professions whidlh the law forbids the Je-ns to 

pract ice'i> 

11- Does the law.forbid the J"1Ns from taking usury from rr .~r,. -
their l?Jrethrert1 . . · ' 

12. Daes it forbid or does it allow to take usury from stran~ers 
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These twelvequestions subr.lt ~ted by the Emperor were refer 

red by the Assembly to a committe.e to prepare ans·Ners. 25 

, . e 
The committee consisted of s"-,,z.heim, Andrade, de CToloe•n ,S ee';I~ 

!3saak Berr and 1.azare. The committee in turn placed the 1 

work entirely in the hands of S(1J : heim who by himself answere--

the questions and reported 04them on August 3. His .nswers 

proved satisfactory to the committee, the Assembly and the 

Emperor. However the questions were debated by the assembly 

in the meetings of August 4, 7, and 12\ None caused any ··· , 

vehement debate save the one on intermarriage. This was the -~: 
I 

most important question of the set. 

The first qustion was ansr,ered in the negative, that it 

waa not lawful for the Jews to marry more than one wife, tha t i 

I 
t 

the law, however, does not. forbid it _. Jews in this follo·N t b~ 

law of the land in which they live. 

The second quest ion, as to d ivorce,was answered in a 

I 
I 
I 

s i m- 1 
i 



ilar way. Divorce is allowed by '"'ewish law, but only when it 

I 
has been pronounc!rl by the civil law. Here the principle wa s 

emphasiz!rl that in civil and political matters submission to 

the law of the state is the first requisite. 

Now came the third and most vexatious question, that con;:: _1 

· cerning marriage. Its answer when read to the Assembly created 

much debate. Opinions were expressed that it was too weak and 

did not go far enough, that it should have stated that such 

marriages were not approve:i because of the diificult consequence:: 

Some believed that such marriages were unlawful, while others 

maintained that as there was no direct law against marriage 

with Christians it must be lawful. One member remarked that. , 

th--ough such marriages might result in great domestic inconve.-

niences yet the political advantages that would accrue from 

from a permission of the intermarriage
1

demanded that it be de-

clared lawful. Here was domestic felicity thrown to the winds 



for political preferment and yet very many members appl auded 

213 tho opinion, /The answer as.finally votoo is in our opinion 

very weak and unsatisfactory. It portrays a consciousness on 

the pa. rt of the writ er of the fact that his ans·,ver was a com-

promise between the ' . iictates of conscience and the demands of 

the government. The Mosaic law was consult eel and follmved ac7 

cording to the letter not the spirilt thereof. Intermarriage 

was forbidden only with the Canaanites and idolaters 1·~rea·s, 

since the Christians are not idolaters, the prohibition does 

not extend to them. Again it depended on whether the sovereig: 

chose to recognize such marriages or not. The opinion was ex-

pressed that th'e Je.vish law could not deny the legality of 

such marriages if civilly contracted but would not recognize 

them religiously. Though this would not be serious as a Jew 

who married a Christian woman would still have to be consi-:, 
j 

dared a Jem. 



The answer was wholly evasive and unsa tisfactory. The 

majority, in not insisting on a firm and full answer, declari ng; 

that mixed marriages were forbidden, and according to the spir it 

of the lfosaic and rabbinical lai ~ they are certainly forbidden, 

stating the reasons why this is so and how the ,Je"Nish life is 

such that an intermarriage must result in an abandonement of the 

inherited religion on the pa~tof one of the persons for that of 

that of the other, or if religion be not entirely neglected, 

result in domestic unhappiness, instead of taking such a strong, 

firm. ::i .: stand on the matter, the majority voted for an insipid 

partial opinion that in its limpness would not C':i end the govern::-· 

ment. Here was the first mistake that showed ¾Ft-h the Assembly. 

to no advantage, but as a gathering of men brought together to 

do the will of another though it be not in accordance with the 

dictates of reason and conscience. Hsw absurd of the Notables 

to descend to a sophistry almost unworthy of a medievalist, s et -
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ting forth the p r inciple tnat r.,arri ae; es "ere prohit1tea a::::or-

ding to Mosaic la·.t on ly with the Canaa:1H"s ::e:a·.Jse thej· • ere 

idolators, anj as the Ch rist ian s 1o· e r e not id,,lat,,rs , th" ~r:,-

hibition coulti not ext end to them. Eow r:any of ti~ese :: e::, 

learne:i in the law, life and custo:n of Is ra el ' s reli§;iO'."l s i~• 

cerely believe:! that t~e adherentsof th e Catholic ,::t,_; r ::h 1ri t h 

its veneration of saints anci sacrame~ts were r., t iciola:ors • 

. Such weak:-lmeedness in men who are supposed t o t-e t he teac!:. ers 

and leaders of their fellow-;men ts disgus t i ng a ~d co:-:te:-!)tit-le ----
and should have brought upon those wh o sh o;v ro 1t the c ::>'.;t~r t 

or' thet:r more earnest ci,religionists. 

The fourth question, whether the J e.rs cons idered the Fren:r 

as brethren or strangers, was answered in the fo mer way , tha t 

the Frenchmen were trethren of the Je,vs. The Bibl e and Ta l -

mud were cited to support this view and the answer a s fi nally 

voted proved sa tisfactory to all. The ma Liority vote on the 
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previous question did not crush the minority into silence for 

in the debate on this fourth question 'Ne still see a hand f ul 

of men strivinl for all that is best and highest. The 

answer as first returned by the commissior still showed the 

' 
curse of opposition betheen the Portugese and the Carman .Je'Ns, 

a distinction having been made in the latter half of the an-

swer. The president made a weak attempt to explain and excuse 

it, but the opposition that it aroused succeeded in having the 

second half of the answer omitted. 

The fifth question was briefly answered that Jews must ac i 

toward other citi:ens of the land in which they live in the 

same manner as toward their corelt gionists. 

The answer to the s i xth ,~uestion s tated tha t the Je.vs 

cons,ctered the la nd in which t hey lived , wh i ch protede:i th em 

and gave them ri ghts, as their na ti ve b.nd, 'lihose Lu they 

must obey and whose p ea c e t hey must def end, 



differ. 

had absolutely no judi~ ia l ; ::a- 1:rs: 

police jurisdiction. In th e a::.s -. c r 

the Great Sanhedrin and the Less:r - . . . .... a--~-~· -

the existence of the Beth-;-J in 1:-:. s :-.a :: e: ____ - · · · - -- - .: 

tirely suppressoo in France a :-d Ita l y --~t'r e t ~e .._· ,:,a. s : :::.: : r : ::U 

in al 1 thin:~s to th1:1 law Clf th e St ~t e. 

prMrdin~ ono. 
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were no professions which the ,le,vish law prohibits but on the 

contrary the Talmud urges the practice of professions 

(:\... 

The eteventh and twelfth questions de
11
lt with the right of 

the ,]eN to take usury from their coreligionists and from non-:-

Je11s. The answers to these questions are the most satisfactory 

and logical. They begin with acorrection of the word ~~~n:, 

showing how it is falsely used for l!2i.'~!:'~~t Q.[ ~'lY HJJ.c!· It 

stated clearly and succinctly that the Hebrew language had but 

one word for interest of any kind and that as usury is a word 

relative to interest, the Hebrew language should have two sep -

arate terms to express the ideas of mere interest anD interest 

at exorbitant rates. There is however but. one word, 70, , 

and therefore the idea of usury is alien to the Hebrew languag e. 

There is another proof to substantiate this answer, for acc"r:-

ding to Jewish la111 there was to be no int er est at a 11 on loans 

unless the loan be invested in commercial transactions in 



which it ~,as proper that the 1 end er should r ece iv e a 1lt :i era t e 

percentag e for his risk. However, loa ns tha t were l!'.ade i n ord e_ 

to assist a brother or nei ;hbor in distress were not to bri:ig 

interest That no distinction is made in this bet·Neen the J f:In 

and non-;-,Jew was shown from Scriptural passages which place t h e 

stranger on the same footing with the native born. 

These answers when read to and approve::i by the not ables 

were then given to the imperial commissioners and referred to 

_Napoleon. Meanwhile August 15 was set aside for a celebration i 

of the Emperor's birthda7,•. The greatnes arrl goodness of t:ap o -

l eon were lauded in speech, song and poetry. 

At the next meetin~ of the Assembly, September le; the 

commissioners returned with a communication relative to the 

Not ab 1 es' answers. 
, 

M. Mole addressed the Assembly expressing 

the perfect satisfaction of the Emperor with the ans·,v er s s ent 

him and hlia delight at the spirit with which they had been sut~ 



mitt ed. 
27 The answers themselves pleased him so much, in t hat 

they gave so true and accurate a statement of the position of 

the ,Jews, that he desired to have them formulat ed into Je-.·1ish 

law, and as the A;sembly of Notableo could nci"do this, he 

purposed to revive the ancient Great Sanhedrin, 28 fhis 

modern revival of the ancient Sanhedrin was to be in all res'!"' 

pects exactly like its pro~otype, consisting of severity-:-one 

members, with its llassi, Ab Beth Din and Chacham. This an -

nouncement created. the highest enthusiasm. Ihe Notables were 

delighted with the prospect of seeing the Jews oti all Europe 

reunited in one central authorita.tave body. The message of t lli 

Emperor left the impression that the Sanhedrin wa,uld be perrr.a'!'" 

nent though in another sentence it hinted at only a tempo-

rary existence oft the body. However they need not worry, 

whatever the results · the Sanhoorin might accomplish, "t'he 

free exercise of religious worship anti the full enjoyment of 



politiyal rights ''were secured to them by the pledge of the 

Emperor himself. All that Napoleon desired in return for this 

was a religtous pledge that the ._T e\vish people would live in 

accordance with the principles set forth for them in the answer s 

of the Notables. 

If the meetings of the Notable Assembly , heretofsre 

had the tinge of a comedy, we come now to the farce- and a 

tragic farce it was. Once l:> ~fore h·ad the opportunity been 

given these men, filled with the spirit of religious zeal, to 

assert themselves and declare as Je1vish doctrine that which the 

law, tradition and the life of the Je,'{s had sanctioned as such 

irresp ect iv-e as to whether it was what the imp eria 1 mast er 

wanted or not. So now again came the opportunity to redeem 

themselves of their former weakness and error, to assert their 

manhood and individuality even a l the risk of incurring the im -

perial disfavor, and to repudiate the. dictates of the Emperor, 



to obey which meant the strangling of the voice of conscience 

within them: self-humiliation before their own souls. Here 

was the occasion to show that while the Je.l"ish people could no 

longer show the bravery and fortHude of the race on battle;:-.-

fields of national struggles, the manhood
1
the stro~g earnest 

character and sincerity of purpose taught by Jewish law and 

ethics still animated the denationalized sons of Israel. But, 

ala.sJ.the wily Emperor had placed the fear of himself upon 

these notable men so skillfully and so intensely, that the fear 

of heaven had departed or had been lost in the fear of one 

great man. 

But to be more explicit; to prove and explain the tiisgus_t 

that the action of the Notabley in accepting the consistorial 

plan arouses in every honest heart. In the same communication 

- in which • 
fl~~ the Emperor announcoo the formation of the Sanhedrin, Ile 

directed the No.tables to appoint a eommittee of Nine'.29 which 
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with the aid of the commissioners was to prepare thl! .vork of \l 

the Sanhedrin, When a plan had been agreed upon t he Not a bles 

were to sanction it and the Sanhedrin must then accept it ard 

work accordingly. This was but another way of tying the hands 

of the Notables and members of the Sanhedrin and securing them 

to a greater degree as tools in the hands of the Emperor. 1!.'he 

Committee of Nine was a convenient means, appoin(d by the Noti 

. "· ables themselves,by which to direct the actions of the Sanhed n 

When this Committe ofNine met with th commissioners to formu-

late a working plan they learned that all they were to do was 

to accept what the commissioners proposed in the name of Napo":"" 

leon. At this they rebelled. They showed spirit and · refused 

to accept some of the propositions dictated by Mo16. The lat -

ter was furious and several meetings were held without accom -

plishing anything. How long this would have continued we can 

not say, but a decision was reached in a meeting from which 



'Hodwas abs ent. At thi s me eting ¥. M. Pas1 u i er and ?o rtalis 

with gentle words and 'iuiet de meanor, wit ho;it any displa y of 

the hostility which -nas so marked in the conduct of ~'.o 1~, but 

rather desiring to conciliate the Committee, s ucceeded in havi, 

them accept the plan that had been arranged for the!:.. In 1uiet 

friendly wards they succeeded in doing that Nhich t he hostil it J 

of Mole threatened to block entirely, namely to force tlhe p lan 

on the Notables. 

We must credit the Committee of nine with ah_e strong show 

of firmness they displayed, with their unwillingness which 

they so forcibly emphasi:::e:I, against the plan of seeing their 

rabbinate formulate:! into an extensive police system, their 

sacred instittHion of tlie Sanhedrin turned into a puppet-sho.v. 

The plan purposed was forced upon thern; 31 they acceptoo in the 

hopes that the !ssembly would reject it, And yet when ke read 

the report of the Cornmitt ee, which distinctly, in the last s en-



did the coffimlsslon~r s carry t n ~ 



ments containing less tha n tw o t housand .ri;w s the consis t or i7 

al s yna g ogue shall be formed in and ha ve jurisdiction 

over as many departments as. are re1uired to ma ke l.lP the requ i -

red number, The consistory is to be in the town havi ng the 

great est J ""i•I! population _and was to consist of a Grand llabb i I 
and three lay men, ho of whom were to be residents of the to,vn 

which is the seat of the consistory. · At the sugg est ion of the 

consistorial synagogue all i with the permission of the author.tt fr 

I 
other synagogues might be established. fhe authorities were to 

name twenty,five Notables, who in turn were to nominate the 

I 

members of the Consistory, while the authorities were to appoint 

them. The functions of the Consistory were to see that the 

answers of the 1'iotab les and the laws of the Sanhedrin were not 

violated, to maintain order in the synagogue, to regulate the 

finances thereof and to encourage the practice of professions 

and lastly to p-repare the 1 ists of conshipts. At Paris th erP 



was to be instituted a Cent ral Co ns i s t,,r j· c o:-,pcs<ri of t lfo i. a;-

men and three Rabb is chosen f ro r.1 t h e n:J - tie r of '; ra d Ra:::: i s , 

This Consistory 'n'as to supervis,=i all dej::ar t ~e:1ta l -:: o:1sistn ies 

but was subject in its acts to the authorit y of the -:!, il 

authorities. The requirements for appci:ltr.:e:tt as ra:,t: 1 • e!'e 

nativity or naturalizaHo::i a:rl certificate as to his at-i!ities . 

After 1820 a knowledge of French or Italia::1 wa s to be re~ u i!' ':): 

The functions of a rabbi ;~ere to ta~ ch religion , to i:1::ulcate 

the doctrines contained in the decisions of the Sa:'uM.eciri:1, to 

preach obedience to the law, pattiot ism and rr. il itary ser,ice 

as a duty; they were to preach in the synagt'g s a!':d to perfor::! 

1T0.rriages and decree dhrorces when the civ il authorities ha,e 

sanctioned them. The salaries of the rabbis were fixed at f-_; _, _ 

livretor those of the Central Consistory , ~\'00 for Gra:xl Rat-t- i 

and 1000, or more, according to the desires of the con:rr.u.1.ity 

for other rabbis, The method of collection and payment were 



also f ixo:1. 

When this plan was r epo rted to the Ass~-tly of !ic>ta::Jl~s , 

the small and ineffectual minorit y opposoo it, e:;p ~iall:: t,~ 
-:.-, 

article containing the functio ns of the Cons istor:; , --

police duties implied in this article call':ri for ~!l :;eri-:r,.;s 

objections from a numbar of :r: e::oers. !io...- e-...er t:ie :-a ~-:r~: ::;- a:::-,; -

ted the plain witlll the articles that ·..-er e c: ~e-::i:,na:::e. 5-: :-:-:e 

work of the Notables was noN do::1e and ti::e tad :o :- e ~:, b:::-e Ta y 

to the Sanhedrin, However they 1; ere n;:itifi~ t!c.3.t t :: e-:: 1.s.s e=• 

bly was to remain intact during the si .ti~s o: t h e :=a-'-.::i.-- ~' -

and was to reconvene when the delit-erat i ::-:-.s ~i ~he ~t::~::- ::- ~:;-

-
were concluded. 30 So on Febr'Jary e. I.SC·:" the i;::.-: l:: ! es l .:i :.:--.:;-: ~ 

Tho S,rnht'Xirin Cl'ncltt-il•,l)ts dt:- lit-,,1-.t ti.,ns 0:1 \!.u : !'l: . : :-. ~ 
I 



port from the Committee of . Nin e on the work of the Sanh edr i n 

and ending in an address to the Emperor s tating the ·Kork an:i 

the feelings of the Sar.J1edrin and including a reso lution whic h 

entreated the imperial co mm issioners "to transmit to tHts 

l'.ajes ty the most humble wish of the Assembly that ti.is Ma j est y 

may deign to accept the dispositions which he may d eer.i accep:-

table so that in the future some Israelites, either by means 

of brokerage which they practice, or mortgages which they take 

may not bring into commerce' ~' and fortunes suclt disorders as 

those of which there has been complaint and of which often the 

· 38 
disgrace and punishment reflects upon all their coreligionist s: 

The address and resolut.ion we~re debated with much z ml and 

earnestness. The report of the work of the Sanhedrin and the 

address to the E1t1·,eror were acceptable but the resolution 

which seemed to condemn the Jens without distinction or sp ec ~ 

ification. and which seemed to be applied to the majority in -



stead of to a sma 11 minorit y, r eceiv oo the s ev erest co:-iJe:Jr.ati i::-:-:: 

of the minority party of the Assemb ly. Af ter rr:uch d~batin g pr o, 

and con the report and th e addr ess were adopted and the resoL.:-

tion was laid over to the next meeting. This was on ~•a rch 2"." ~ 

At this second meeting a motion was made and carried to the ef-

feet that before the discussion on the mooted resolution be 

opened a committee be appointed to consult the opinion of the 

40 imperial commissioners on the question. This would see::i to 

indicate that the address and resolution, like all other natter 

, brought before the Asserr.b ly and Sanhedrin were prepared by the 

., 
commissioners, At the next meeting, on Farch 30-. ; , the repor t 

of that committee was ready and consisted of a conciliatorr. 

wessage from the imperial commissioners giving assurances of 

the good intentions of the government and couchedin vague gene-

ralities. This with a rebuke from Furtado was sufficient to 

bring the Assembly to a vote and adopt the resolution. The 



last meeting was held on April 6, 1507 when th e President r ead a. 

communication from the commissioners ttating that the work of 

the Assembly was finished. After a closing addres.s of the 

President the Assembly adjourned. 42 
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CHJ,PT£R IV. 

THE GREAT SANHEDRIN. 

The Assembly of Notables having heard the report of th• 

Committee of Nine with regard to the work of the Sanhedrin, 

and having adopted the report, suspended its deliberations or: 

February 5, 1807 .until the Sanhedrin had concluded its labors 

The first evidence of Napoleon's intention to summon a Sanhed· 

rin is found in a letter to M. de Champagny dated Rambouili"et , 

August 2.3, 1806, in tvhich he tells his minister of his intenti 

"to constitute the assembly actually gathered in Paris into a 

Great Sanliedrin whose acts shall be placed beside those of thP. 

Talmud as articles of faith and principles for religious legis 

lat ion. 111 It was not however until September 18, 1806 that 

Napoleon informed the Assembly of his intentions. 2 At the 

meeting of the Assembly held on that day the imperial commis-:-

sioners announced Napoleon's satisfaction with their answers 



and his intention to have th em conv erted to relig ious l aw . So 

in complianc e with the Emperor's intentions, the for mtt ion of t 

the Sanhedrin having been completed, that body met sn February 

9, 1807, 3 four days after the suspension of the Assembly of 

Noiables. All routine work was prepared for the members and 

their only duties were to act upon the lines laid down for thell' 

and pass resolutions preparoo for them. The imperial commi~ 

4 
sioners had appointed the of :"icers; they had chosen as Nassi 

Si>'IZheim of Strasbourg, Ab beth din Segre of Piedmont, Chacham 

Cologna of Mantua, and scribes Blotz, Jonas and Michel Berr. 

The f irs f meet ing was opened in the synagogue, where prayers 

were ol,fered for divine guidance in their deliberations, sup-

plications for the life and health bf the Emperor and imperial 

family, and for the success of the armies. 5 The body then 

proceeded to the Hotel de Ville where the sessions began their 

rea 1 work. This was to sit and listen to _·address.es on tti.-e·· an • 
' ' .. . r" . 

,,. 

address.es
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swers which had already been prepa red and the to declare them 

religious law. Their method of proceedings was peculiar. 

When any motion had been submitted to the Sanhedrin for con-:-

firmation, the deliberation was adjourned for eight da yst in 

the interval each memp er of the SanhedDin broutht liis written 

opinion to the comrnision ·Nhich then made its report to the 

imperial commissioners and aftetjthat to the Sanhedrin on the 

day aft er the eight :lay interval expired. Then any vote de-

sired was taken by roll call. There was never to be any dis-,-. 

cussion within the Sanhedrin itself. The sessions continued 

for nine meetings, but, omitting all the addresses made, all 

the work of the Sanhedrin could have been accomplished in one 

short sitting. At the first session .Si•:heim, in his openi ni; 

address, indul g ed in a eulogy of the Emp er or in which h"!ro 

worship assumed a degree c losely akin to worship of deity.~ 

At the second meeting, on Feb ruary 12. af t er the us:;;d rn · 
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delegates from the various Ger man , Italaa n arri D·Jtc h cor.gie:-

l:lations were receive:! and add resse:I th e Sanhed rin. 7 For 1:-i 

his decree calling the Sanhedrin into being Hapol.eon had i:1-

Assemb ly 
vited and commanded the S;1/r .. ~'t.fr/. to invite the congregations 

of all Eurepe to send representatives to the Sanhedrin. Ole 

B 
effect of this invitation, according to Pasquier, wa s dis -

appointing: it was almost nil in countries beyond the borders 

of the French Empire, of the kingdom of Italy and of the fe-..r 

states that felt the French influence. Al most the onl y ones• 1 

to s.end delegates were the congregations of Amsterdam and Fran!:':-

furt a. ~ain. 9 

Thus it continued for nine meetings, after which, on 

~'arch 9, 1:307, the Sanhedrin dissolved. 10 Its worn was little 

and , according to G;aet:?:, 11 the results were nowhere sat is-:-

factory. The proclamat~ nn of the Sanhedrin itself seems to 

have caused great joy every where in France, 12 but,whene th e 



8 7 

nature or the farce .va s l earned that j oy died out quickly. 

The plan of the Sanhedrin was as a musi ng as it ·A·as shre,1·d 

Napoleon's intention was to have the members believe themselv e 

to be back in ancient Judea while his avo.va:I purpose was to 

modern 
make them more fit for the duties of"citiz enship. The ancient 

Sanhedrin was imitated in tM1t the sessions were to be held on:' 

13 on ~'.ondays and Thursdays. Its membership was to consiH of 

two-thirds rabbis and bne thttd laymen. Twenty-five lay mem:-

bhs of the Notables -.vere to constitute the laity of the Sa n.~ 

hedrin; all the rabbis of the Assembly were to be members of 

the Sanhedrin and the quota -.vas to be filled up by as many 

additional rabbis as were aeeded to complete the number. NapQ 

leon hzd · succeeded in having the Nota b les return the answers 

he desired and was intent on having the Sanhedrin decree the 

same,without change, as religious law. He thought that an 

Assembly gathered under his patronage and at his order would 
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comma nd the sa me position of a uth or it y a mo ng the J e11 s of hi s 

day as did its prototype a mong the J ess of an~ent l im es. So 

in order that they might not shy at his demands lr':'t would ord a)J 

as religious law that which he desired. to l;le thus orda ined., h e 

had the Sanhedrin so constituted that he would always ha ve the 

majority vote for the laNs as prepared. by his commissioners. 

This plan is fully described by Napoleon himself in a note to 

his Minister of Interior under fiat e of St. Cloud, Sept ember 3, 

14 . 
1806. It reads as follo·Ns:- "The formation of the Great San~ 

hedrin by means of removing a part of the members of the exis t. 

ting assembly is by no means a happy thought. These me~bers 

are the basis of operation, for they are the .ones who have 

prepared the answers to the questions; thus we woulli be.' gi111ing 

up the certain for the uncertain. In the Assembly are fifteen 

rabbis; if this number is not sufficient we may add thirty me n 

To these fourty"'.'five rabbis we must add thirty of the most 



S.,. nh i,o ri n 
cons titut e the 1',$ j . But the AssP.:::bl y as sui:h cc:st r~:.ai :'! 

and may only be increasoo by th'r.1/1:J mo rP, rabbis, . f;,;P, chief 

arrangf.llllents must be made in the Asse:r.bly, a~d the r ':c'solut io'.":.s 

passed there shall be made into decrees by the Sanhoorin. I!: 

this way we have the use of a large number of in:!ividuals ~~ 

.!~~dv '£.Qldill ·in order to influence the rabbis, f :1is lar~e nu r:!b='! 

will l!ead the ti tiid to pass the desired resol utions a:1d to ir_,.. 

fluence the fanatical rabbis in case of an U!",\JSt:al opposit 10:1 

by confronting them by the fact that ther must either icass the 

resolutions or by refusing this bring about the expulsion of 

the ~Tews from France. Such family quarrels will surely t ri:1~ 

about the desired results. 

Therefore none must be dis1ttissed; on the contrary, we mu.,t 

tell the Sssembly that a Creat Sanhedrin will be formed in its 

midst and that it will be thus and thus cor.iposoo. · 1n this way.Yf 



we will have instead of a number ilf ra bbis tha t se e only h eav e~, 

and its teachings, a large assembly that ha s the int erests oi 

the JeNish people at heart, an assembly of men wh o fea r to 

lose their fortunes, and ass embly of the foremost Jens who do 

not wart to be held responsible for the misfortunes of the 

Jewish people, 

9.S 
The existing assembly is then an assembly of represent ativ , 

or natables of the Jewish people, and the Sanhe::lrin would ' 

only be a committe thereof.: --------Rut before we bring 

a: number of rabbis in order to enable the assembly to be form -

~' ed into a Sanhedrin we must be certain whether these fi,t een 

rabbi-deputies agree with the answers given to the questions 

and also what their theology is, It would be fod>lish to bring 

together at great expense thttty more rabbis that they should 

declare that the Jewsi are not brethren to the French." 

This letter needs hardly any comment; in it ,ve read in 
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Napoleon's own wo rds his intentions and demands. He had su e .• 1 

ceedo:i in gaining from the Notabl ~s the ans,vers he desired, a n:: 

had directed them as the player moves his figuressin the chess;- · 

board. To'I impress the importance of these ans·.vers on the 

Jews he convoked a revival of the Sanhedrin, but would take no 

risks with the new oody and so formed it of men whom he could 

l 
use as f igure-:-hea.ds. But ha did not stop wffh the provisions 

set forth in the preceding letter. He would make certainty 

x.., 
doubly sure and so he or:idred that the imperial commissioners 

I 

were to be present at the meetings while business was being 

transacted, 15 With a ma'l. such as MolG present this certainly 

acted as a check and menace to the members. Moreover these 

were to be humiliata:i in that the rabbis must prove that they 

were rabbis and could read Hebrew. 16 They \Vere not to be 

trusted with the election of their own officers and so these 

were appointed by the ilinister of the Interior. 17 Then all 



"l'\S 
method of proceedure and even the prayers with fthi ch t he s ess ic-• 

were to be opened were prescribed for them. IE It wa s not to 

be susp 'ectoo that Napoleon would make kno·.vn to thP, Assembly hi s · 

intentions as shown in the letter ~ited. The idea a nd inten;-

Uons given the public through toll is quite diff'erent. fhe 

latter, in his atldjtess to the Notables, gives th{s as Napo~ 

leon's thought on the matter. "This senate destroyed to~ether 

with the Temple will rise again to enlighten the people it 

formally governed: although dispersed throughout all- the world 

it will bring back the .Jews to the true meaning of la·.~ by 

giving interpreit.ations that shall set aside corrupted glosses 

of commentators. It will teach them to love and defend the 

country that they inhatiit. The duties of the Great S3.nhedrin 

shall be to convert into religious doctrines the answers already 

given by the Assembly(the Nolables U) and likewise those which 

may result from the continuations of your sittings. " 19 To the 



tlotables and Sanhedrin, as also to the ,Te.vs in gen eral, he 

would appear magnanimous and unselfish in this, and while at 

this late day, with his private corresporrlence at our disposal 

we see the real motives that actuated him, and though we see 

how cle11:etj:y he accompiished his purposes we are yet some·11hat 

surprised that to the men of those tlays his intentions and liet' 

sires were not more clearly known. That they were to do his 

bidding, to vote for all that he commanded through his comrnis":"' 

sioners, they wel 1 kne·,v, an:! though they sometimes rebelled, 

in the end they always yielded. But his larger purpose they 

did not see. In its meetings the Sanhedrin busied itself as 

we have seen, with the resolutions it was to pass formulating 

the answers of the Notables into la1vs. When that was accomp/' 

lisha::i notliigg remained to be done and adjournment fol lo;ved. 

Napoleon had sometime before left Paris for his invasion of 

Prussia which was to humble its proud monarch to the ground, 



and be ing busied with h is camp:\ign, had no t ime an-::! probably 

~ 
no inclination to besto.v thougJ upon the ho ll ow r.ioc k er:r that 

met in Paris u nder the guise of a reli g ious s y nod. 

Following the adjournment of the Sa nhedrin the As sembl y of 

Notables was also dissolved. Na poleon's wi s:h es had been a cc ede,;; 

to, the decrees he had desired pa ssed had been voted a nd it no-,.; 

remained for him to announce his final judg em ent. Nea r ly a 

year passed before he did this; for it was not until l-a r:::h 17, , 

1808 that Napoleon issued his cruel and infa mous decree ~-J 

by which he only mad a the breach which he had intend~d t :, clos e 

the greater and mad e of the J e.vs a separate cl ass. He li :!! ited 

thoir fin.::i.ncial transactions and returned to th e curse of r e~ 

stricted residence. The Je11s were treated as an ab'l. !1j oned class 

~ 
w.ose rel:!enerat ion, though not impossible , yet ,if acc o:npli shed, 

would be so only with the g r ea t es,t d if f icu lt y a nd thro 'J~h the 

most restrict Ive me., sures. Of course he sanc t ion e,j the c o:-:.sis ~ 



toria l pbn whi ch h"l himself na':I 1or::• .. i.at <ri . Ai.i cr:, :1sist-nia: 

anri symfc:Of'.a l off leers were either to oe a ppoi !'lt'lci 

his minist ers arid prefects or ap;,oint'lci c;, j• the la:_:=-r a:-n sa ~- -

tioned by himself. 

out which the tri!. nsactior:. -,; as ::at 7a lid. f.,.. .~::s : :~. - ::; 

owing the Jew, tne de lay d ecre ~ c::-i }3.y 1ra,;; 

the collect ion of such d ebt s ~a s ::-.. ,t:i e ,.,,~ --- d i.:: i::.::t i::: : ::~ : 

Jews had to prov e that h e :iad fiVe :l h is :i e:- : ~: ::-:e ,, __ : ::-

which the note cal led . 1""'1-- - - ·- · · -"" ... .. "' .. -..... - ' . .. 



9c 

agriculture or by special gran t. Finally th~ ,J e-:1s ?1ere no t 

allowed to secure sublitutes for the conscription so that ev er:,-• 
"I\. 

~re11 draftr:d had to give pers9i;1.l service. 

l'lith these obnoxious measurBs Napoleon hoped that within 

six years time, for which period the decree was to be in force: 

to remove the d_istinctions that separated the -Je·.vs fro m other 

French c itizens and assimilate them with the_body pol;jtic. 

Should this however not be accomplished the. decree wou.ld be 

result 
renewed until this -~!i'1'1iar/ might be obtained. There Nas one 

modification: the provisions of the decree were not to apply 

to the Jews of B-ndeaux, La Cironde and ·0 £ Lanes, for they had 

caused no complaints. We are told 21 :that a further mo:lifi-

cation was made so that the decree was to apply only t J the 

German speaking Jews. This may have been due to the fact that 

, 
after the promulgation of the decree M. Cretet, the l-linister oJ 

the Interior, reJ!iorted to. · Napoleon that t1e ,.Je·,o:s were de-
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serving of better treatment. 22 That the measures of this 

decree had not tended to make fup oleon any more popular and 

beloved by those who desired that the results of t he Revol ution 

ba secured intact and permanently
1

1s further seen from th e 

words of M~. Pasquier who describes the general feeling th ey 

aroused. "Provisions of a la·,v dealing with the efiects of the 

suspensory decree, sent after a lengthjl delay from the he.:"ld-

quarters of .· the Emperor, were of such sev erity that 

23 
do not hesitate to say that th~y violated all rules of e.:i_uity. ' ' 

Napoleon had again s :•own the unstable character of his promises 

for in his notification to the Notables that the San.f-tedrin would 

I 
be convened he assured them through his mouth~piece Mole that 

:2~ 
"the fu 11 enjoyment of political rights were secured to them,'' 

whereas the decree of March 17, 1808 deprived them of those 

It is worth noting, as Mr. Kirwan calls our attention 

25 
to the fact, that Napoleon's decree may have found its 



impu lsP, in the work of M, . Pou jol ''Observation s cone e.rning the 

Jens", 1806, in which the 'li 't'iter proposed th;:i.t the ,Jews be 

deprived at least for a time of the rights of citi~enship until 

they should be more deserving of them. 

The yuestion sugg;ests "itself as to the source from which 

Napoleon may have. taken the idea of summoning a Sanhedrin, 

Graetz suggests that E111:heim or Furtado may have urged the 

forrration of that bcdy, or NapolecJI may have taken the idea 

from a pamphlet of Israel 1.Jacobson. 26 It is hardly necessary to 

go so far for the origin of this idaa, To us it seems as though 

the Notables thernseh•es suggested the idea. In the answer pre.-

pared by their committee to be eighth question, which in..;uires 

as to the police jurisdiction of the rabbis, they spoke of and 

described the Sanhe.:l.rin, Now this question was debated in the 

meeting of August 12, and as we have seen (seep. tJ J fa.pol eon 

first mentions the Sanhedrin in his letter to}~ de Charnpagny on 



August 23, and from this our tn f erence that the answer to the 

eighth question suggested the Sanhedrin to l'e.p oleon, has at' ' · 

least chronological basis. 

With him it stood not for the idea of the ancient Sanhed ri : 

a national court of la11, but as a means by which to pla ce t he 

most influential ,)e;•1s in his contrO c to do his bid:l i ng. A 

sentence of the prayer ·.vhich was to be recited at the openint:; 

oi every meeting and which Ne may suppose was prepared by 

Napoleon himself, or at least by his commissioners at his 

command, ·puts into the mouths of the meml!?ers of the Sanhedrin 

a definiton of that body which well expoesses the Ernperor"s 

idea of what it should accomplish. It speaks of 'the "Great 

Sanhedrin, a sacred reunion which attributes us the power to 

remove from us vice and to redeem ourselves to truth, 1127 

In what light the Sanhedrin was regarded by the LTews of ti~ 

time we cannot say. To men of later days it has appealed in 



various ways. Kahn QB looks upon the Great Sanhe:irin as ha ving 

betrayed all that was best and nobl est ie ,luda is m, all for .vhich 

thebr for efat hers suffered and sorrowed. Graetz. ta kes a similar 

view. Jost hm•1ever takes a more favorable vie-n. 29 We must 

agree to large extent with Kahn, for we have seen th:i. t his state • 

ment is right, that the Notables and Sanlietirin sa crificed what 

was most dear fo the fathers. We saw how during the discussion 

on intermarriages members of the Assembly of Notables arose 

and said that though they knew such marriages would not be con,• 

du .:: i ve to domestic peace and happ!hliess yetthey, leaders in Israel, 

should and must encourage these marriages because of the pol il ic.tl 

preferment it would bring them. Was this not a betrayal of lhhat 

which has become the dearest ard most cherished feature of our i 

faith, the pure and beatiful home life that clings to it; a liie , 

of peace and honor, sincer&ty and righteousness, a life built 

up in bitterest pain and anguish from the sorrows of severest 
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persecutionf~ ';¥as this not a bet raya l of the most pot ent e le 'lle!". 

of our relig ions life, one to which ·wepoint with greates prid s•· 

which we fry most to inculcate? We can not look with favor on 

the work or the moti ves of these men Y1 ho had 1'1 their kae!) ing 

the fate of less fortunate coreli,;ionists. As Kahn so deserv ed:f 

rebukes them, they were forgetful of the wretch'?cl, oppressed 

Germa!:1 ~\~ brother in order that their own posit ion '.lf _ight be 

ad vane ed. 

Nor can we even say, as one author ha s done, that its 

doctrinal decisions stand as an everlasting proof of the earnes t 

ness of these men. We can not even spmk of the doctrinal 

decisions of the Sanhedrin, for they were not that; they ',¥ere 

the decisions which Napoleon emphatically demanded to be announ~ 

ced as Jewish doctrine. We learn tliis from the letter to M. de 

Champa~l'\Y, dated Rambouillet, August·Q 3, 1306 in which, in 

regard to inter(lla,rriag es, lie expressly sass that "t'li "' t • e ... r ea 
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Sanhedrin must decid e th at the reli,;;lous ceremo ny of ma rr iag e '.Al 

only tal<e pl a ce a ft er the c i .- ii ma r r ia ge, and t hat JeKs and 

Jewesses can mar ry Fr ench men a nd women; the Grand Pu bo ins the::i,,. 

selves must comman:::i these decisions a s a mea ns of protection 

and aid to the Je-11ish people. " 3:) And as with all th ei r decL:,~ 

ions Naoaileon clearly expounded th e ~'.osaic law t o the members 

of the Sanhedrin and iniormed them how they ·Nere to inte rp ret 

it. 31 

After the promulgation of the decreei of March 17, 1801 

N 1 l .1\ J apo eon on y once again tul!)ned his atteJion to the, ews; tha t 

was in a decree of J uly m, 1803 in which he commanded them 

to assume family names. 
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CHAPTER V. 

NAPOLEON'S PUR?OSE. 



NAPOLEO};' S ? iJR0 0SS,2 

What were Napoleon's r eal motives and intent i ons with re-

gard to the Assembly of liotaoles and Sanhedrin anj ,in g en era l 

with the Je:1s d ·,, elling i n h.fSrealms"? i•/h a t did h e int end to 

accomplish with these t·1;0 conventionsl' Was he actu a ted only 

by selfish motives or only by altruistic ones, or by both, mak-

ing the one subservient tb the other, These are guestioni that 

have puzzle:i all whs have written upon this subject, and very 

naturally present themselves wh en the facts have been learne:i , 

That he had some very definite intentions there can be no doubt , 

for upom thd.t depends the comprehesion of the work of both bod i e.!j 

without that they would be as loose fragments of a book withou t 

beginning or end thereof useless. Hor was it the Emperor's 

habit to expend large sums in gatherang conventions without t he 

thought of any return. 



106 

To his contemporaries writin;J; at that t i me, th e entir e 

movement had an air of the mysteriou3. Thus ;ve see th,-1.t Kir:1an 

says ''the ultimate vie;vs ·,vhich Bonaparte had on th e Je.vish 

nation are obscure." Jt owever, those who were close to him d:J rin_ 

his supremacy and wrote reminiscences of him after his d ea th, · 

throw more light upon the subJect. Napoleon himself -.vh ilr- at 

St. Helena discussECA. the question. i'1hen aske::I by O'Neara why 

he had given the Je·,o;s so much encouragement he said:-"! \Vished 

them to give up their usury. They were very numerous in th e 

lands over which 1 reignC?; hopro by making them free and 

by givng: them equal rights with Catholics, Protestants and 

others, to make them good citizens and compe l \ ' hem to c onduct 

themselves like the rest of the world. I beli P-ve I mi~ ht h;i.v e 

succee::led. I based my reasoning wHh re;;ard to theEl on this, 

that their rabbis should explain to them that they m~y not r 

tice usury against their own nation thoug h it is o er1n itto:"i :h· 



a .; a ins t Ch ri stians a rd otn 8rs. Thereior e as I nad g i v en tfH!m 

all privel e~ es, and a s 1 had rnaie t her., e_:i ua l wi t h a ny 01: h e r 

subject, they ought to regard me as a Solomon or a Herod , as 

the head of- their na t ion. and my subjects as their brethren. 

of one tribe like th eirs , that therefore they should not oe 

permitted to practice usury a6ainst them, but should tr eat 

us as though we were of the tribe of Judah, that enjoy ing t ne 

same rights as my otner subjects, they like others ought to 

pay taxes and submit to po:nscription and all other laws. · I ob -

tain thus many soldiers, and further I ought to have drawn a 

great fortune into France, since the ~'ews are very numerous, 

they would have come in great numbers to a countr1 where they 

enjoy greater rights than in any other country. Eoreover I 

desired to establish a universal liberty of conscience. t-'.y 

system \'las that there should be no predominant religion, but 

have a perfect liberty of conscience and thought, to make all 

_1_07 
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men eq ual Protestants, Cat holics, ~.ohamma:lans, deists an:i ot h e t 

in a way that tneir religion co:Jld have no in f lu er,ce in ob tai n-

ing for them P.mployment from the g overnn;ent. .. 2 

This impulse of altruism, this desire to accomplish a 

real lasting good to the ,.i e.•1s with no ad eq uate,thoug: h g reat, 

return to the Emperor, coming as it does at a time when it ·,,as 

beyond his power to do good or evil, an:i •11hen by his recollec-

tions he endeavore:i to leave only a ~avorable impression on 

•,osterity, will not explain the question. in hand. The motiv e 

set forth in that talk to O'J.leara only partly explains his po-

sit ion with redard to the Je..vs, are only a partial statement or 

his ful 1 intent ions. He says that he want Ed to give them gre:at -

er and fuller rights: rzhat rights did there remairff or them t o 

receive'? We have shO'.'m how th e decrees\oi the &tional Ass o2m bl y 

culminating in that famous emancipation vote of 17:?l leit 

nothing undone to give the Je.vs full and complete citi= ?.nsh i p. 



with all the ri ghts of c i tizens. Tha t last vote e,r,:m g: ra et '3d 

to them elig ibilitJ! to off i ce, What then .iere t hesP. ri ghts 

that the Emp•Hor could bestow? And what ri ght s did he b e:-; t o;v 

in his denree of ~'.arch 7, 13C3: did he not diminish them) 

Again, the Emp eror says that he in nte:i to establish a un i-

versal liberty of conscience. How strange a method he used, 

To give all men the right to think for themselves and hold be-

liefs that theh O'.'ffi best intellect dictatr.d to them, he ·chok ed 

the efforts of the individual at the very outset. Libert y of 

conscience would have given the Assembly and Sanhedrin th e 

I 
power to interpret the Je11ish law as they kne·ll it. Sut no! l 'nc1 

emperor had turned exet?;ete and Talmudist. He instruct ed his 

ministers ho,v the Sanhedrin must interpret the l aws on i nte~ -

marriage , marriage, divorce and the l i ke: but h P. wen t fu rthe r 

and insisted :llhat their answers g]µ_ ,st confom to his ,:i.:,hcs or 

expulsion would be their lo t. 3 This ,..as f r ec<loo.i o: 
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This was givin g er.lightened men t he r i~ht to expr ess their o·.m 

thou g_ hts. Th e incider,t assumes a l udi crous asp ec t 11her. we s <>e 

how poor an exe.;::et e fap ol con pr_oved hims elf to be. Accord in; 

to him Jm1ish law permitte:i the taking of usury f ro'!! Christians 

though not irom c 7e::s ; but as he ;•;as a benei a ctor, he an:i h is 

people should be cons i dered brethren and the takin g of usury 

frorr~he French should oe prohioited. His sophistry bere is 

b r i 11 ia nt. 

His statement hhat he would have no predon: in ant reli g ioB 

we fuliy believe. All were to be subservi~nt t o his nec>ds a rri 

wishes. The political po·.ver wa s to Be sun r en:e witho.rt =1. 

tige of oppositien from a reli6 ious p oli er . iie hi-:self 

rule and all must bo-.v in obedience to h is wil l and cor:.:1i'J.::. 

Hhen we think of his method of procedur e with both tne ·.s 

an::! the Sanhedrin, ,ve are surprisdd tha t ev en h e shoul d have 

aimed at posing only as a b-enef a ctor of the v e11s •.•,ithout anj 
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thought 0/ using them for his puroos es . ;ie have seen no"N hP 
Ii 

us ed th e Asse1no l y and the .S a n.'l eur in; the_v did h i s bidd in,:~ . r.ot. 

ing, l ess, nothint: more. His ideas were proclaimed ._ei1i sh law 

an:i he hims e lf the g rP,.o.test and best of men . out this was on-

ly in accordance with his general princi:ol e . He us ed ali men 
J 

fo r his purposes. Even his favorite, fo l(, was not liling; 

more to hi m than a tool, as he himseli stated. He nol ded fol ,fr 

thoughts and opinions in bis own way and Pasquier he us e:f onl y 

for his parliamentary tenj encies. 4 He said of th l:,se t wo,"! 

use// the one, 9. r ~~te th e other." This we shal l s ee is con-

demning •evider.ce against the sincerity anj purity of his motivE"" 

with re~ard to the ._le:vs. 

To l•.ontholon Napoleon stated his purpose in anot:ier and ir. .:,r 

more truthful way. He said, 5 in discussin i: -r e l i g ion:J : -

"Another relig ious interest"attracted my attention bec'l.use it 

could be us€d to brins more revenue into the tr easur:•. /·'. ill i o:1~ 
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of .J e,•; s live scatt erf'rl tharoughout th e world. Th~ ir ·Health 1 

g reatn than can be count ed ; ;•1 e might hope to bring them to 

France by g iv ing them equa 1 rights v1ith .the Catholics and Pre 

testants and making them good cit i:tl ns, f'or t he rabois tea ch 

that t 1e ,J e;•:s do not practice usury agains t their Oi'l n people 

but only against Christi;i.ns: from the moment they r eceive 

e;:iual ri ghts with the rest of my su bjects they ·,vould have to 

consider me th~ir sover eig n like Solomen and Herod, and my 

sub j ects as tMir br€, ' hren. They 1•1 ould share all pentHits bu· 

would have to help bear the burdens , to P .1 y taxes and j oin 

conscriptions. I developed my plan along this line. }!any 

' good soldiers were ga ined for the French armJ 0s. Great for tun e. 

flowed to France and yet greater ones would have f lo1rn in had 

it not b een for the events of 1814, b ecause by dP.grees all 

,J e;'ls \'t ou id hav e come t o settle in ont> cou nt ry, whi> r e e·.1u::.ilit y 



to a ll positions of honor i n t he s t at e would have b,=, en O? en to 

them. I ·11anted to tol erate all reli;;ions: I des i red th;i t every 

one think an-:i believe according to his 01rn 11i shes~ that all my 

sub;iects, Protestant s , Catholics, ,j ess, Loham metians , ev en th eists 

no 
should be e::jual so that~one's religion should have the sli ; htes t 

influence on his civil or political rights ." 

Here Napoleon really disclose::! his pur;iose. He iva nted to 

use the clens for his o·,1n profit and the idea he describes hert' 

is only one of his methods of accomplishing; his end. He want ed 

to draw the je11s to France that he mi ~ht have the ben efit of 

their wealth. Ewi n~ per:nitt ed !1 L,1se lf to be infl u~r.ca:i by the 

cha r t.: es O! ll 3 ,H", he c arr.mi t t f-d th a t very cori1 ;i10 n £:t 1 !~cy .J rj b -

But ho·,1 he c0ul rJ br ing hi s•l! t 1 ri ,, 

~ ful l r ights, a s he s ee"ls to .,,,•' 

should ha ve tri ed to ?P'l.ke oth f' s 
, 
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beli eve tnat we can readil y ur.j ers t and. i-!e , h o·:: ever , s eems to 

have sincer ,, ly b eii evai that he could :io more to rra l·:e t he ._-e.~ s 

citi z ens and to gi ve t hem mor e r i ghts, and to see this in !!h e 

man whose sa.!,ac ity a nd statecril. ft made all Eu rooe trer.ible, is 

at least surp r ising . 

After carefully considering Napoleon's 011n words an:! the 

comn1ents of amhers, ;v e think that we see light and have an ex -

planation of -his.motives that can claim for itself at least' a 

high degree of possibilit.1:, ii not of probability. Hi s schem e 

though at root thoroughly selfish did intend some good f or the 

Je-.vs. Pasquier 6 ha s well sho ,in Me purpose of liis interie ren c: e 

in Jewish affairs. He thinks that the whole business ·,vas a g r rr.t 

J 
political strolrn1,_tlapoleon; that tne Assembly i n itseii was a 

g rand concept ion by '.'lh i ch fa.p ol eon r ea lly int ended to benef it 

the J e11s of France. Of course Us ulterior motive ,·1as to ma l, e 

their condition so orosp erous "'",ci~'-' 1a- t d t F th · P',,.,. :s o raw o ra nc: e e 



wm li+lhy j e:;s of all countr ies ar.d att-1ch them t o his f ort unes . Th i -~ 

a g ref's ful ly with i-apol e,,n 's o;,;n ·,\"O r ::ls to !•.onthol on. E-_it Fas :::ni er 

explains furth er ar.d sho,•1s wh y fo.poleon i';a s so d esirous to ;;a in the 

favor of the ,JeNs jus t ctt t h e time he did, He had lon~ p ianned hi s 

campaign against I'j\.Jssia an.ct his promise to r estore Pola rrd in orie::: 

to enroll her sons in his arm i es: he kne·,o; that in t he very dist ri c t ~ 

he intended to invade thare ·11ere rr.any JeNs and h e ap?rec ia t ed to the 

fullest the advantage O!' havin_:; irien::!s within the en emies' countr:,·. 

So in order to win the ,Je::s of Prussia arrl Poland t o his s tanda rd s 

and support he would sho·.v himself a f rier.d of the J e:;s by b en ei it 1:-:. , 

those of France. Thclt this seems to have been the real pur_.:-ose oi 

the attention h e paid the Jews tie have further proof and in t:ap o-

1 eon's own ll'ords. M. de Barante in h:is ~iemoirs 7 says that "som e 

months after the s,i,nhe::lrin ceased, while the Emperor wa s in Fola nd,-

s e eing the ea ~erness of tlH? Je,., s to be us eiul to t he French ar;ny 



11 ·3 

ar.d to serve. provided paid, eith e r as contract ors or as in i o r -

mdrs he said s miling, 'Well ·,vhat ha s tne Great ~ nh edrin h elped 

me aftfH a l d' '' Th.is was tne re;i.l fu.p oleon. He ;rnuici d isoens e 

some good, brin.;; some benefits to others that his 0·1rn harvest s 

might be the grea t er. His format ion of the i"~tab les Assembly 

and of the Sanhedrin ;•; ere un!i.,ubtedly prompted by his fonjn ess 

for pomp and display ard was is keeping with shat seems to hav e 

been the favorite method of the Emperor to accomplish his d·e-

signs with re;;;ard to ar.y people, namely to summon a congress of 

its notablP. men an::i co;:ipp,l them to vote their -:,wn u::--::i o i n"'. , F'or• 

we see that he adoptro the s ai11 .e met noi ·.·:ith re::-i rj t ::, ,-

he issued a decr ee .8 h 

b les to decide the succession to the t h r one . 

We may then accept as si ncere thP. av o.-,a l 0i t::e 

intention to help t'.l e Jews in F'rance if .ve r eme:rb er tilat 

pecttd returns from those in. Prus s ia an:i Fol.l n:L Ir. t1is , 
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ho 11ev er , disap;, oint ':'Ci, and it is d oub t l ess d11e t o his d i sa? ; 

p o intment and t o the i inpression made up on him by t i! 'o' Je,'l i s n 

popul::J.tion of Germany ar..d Poland tha t fui s o;,inion of i: h e -.ie11 s 

11as chang e:! to a ver :: unfavo rable on e, an:1 the measi.;i~• es of his 

decree were supp ressiVl'J and a dverse. 9 The consis t or ia l nlan 

t-
he endorsed because frorr. the Oiffet it was his rntenti on to !1..::tv e 

the J i=J,: ish faith organi:: ed. 
. ) 

"The Emperor , " sa ys a later 'llr it e.r· 

"had entered upon a cou rse of religious reaction , beca.use , in 

common with all thir.ki ng men, he saw in r e li t;; ion a strong ele -

ment of po·11 er and authority, As a politician he took care to 

remember th is ia.ct, a nd to make these elements of p ower a nd au-

thority useful to the St ate by subj€c_i:in:; thAm to his cont rol 

a nd h is imme::i iate legislation. It is .moreover , we ll l:no·.rn t hat 

this great genios had a pa s s ion for order an:1 discipli ne. Af t Ar 

having reorga niz.ed.. Roman Cath olic i sm aP.d Protes tantism, the 

former by mea ns of the Concorctat , the latt er by me.a ns 01 a 
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spi::cial code of la11s. he f elt desi rous oi endo·11in~ -ludai s :n .-.-1 h 

an e,_:iually co mplete an::i moje rn o rgani:ation . '' We cannot ~i ve 

him the c r odit fcrr the originality of the id 0a of organi ::ir.t 

,Judaism, for before the Revc\·lution l~i rab ai.u had alrea:ly su ;;: 7 

g est e:i t n e id ea. 11 

There remains jet one other aspect of fapoleon 's pUr?os es 

and intentions in thiis ratter. It seef'.ls that he undertook 

notlhing less than the coup lete solution of the so-called ,Jew-

ish quesfion. He desire:i more than to form the beliefs of t!1e 

,Te;o;s in accord ance ·,v ith the duties of French citizens. He 

aimed at completely assimilating the Je11s amens the Fnmch. 

That ti1is was his idea we see from a letter to !f . de Ch1:npa~n5·-

in which he states the doctrines ·11hich the Santied rin must de- · 

cree. Among other items, he stated that intermarriage should 

be encouraged. because it is. for t h e good of the country, aT:.d 

expressly co;nrr.ands that "the consistory of a depart:nent or 
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dist r ict w.-a.y grant pe r,nis si on to narry o:1 l y when of thre e 'llc, t"-

.' ,f If 
ri a g es a t l ea 3t on e is that of a ·.•e.·1 an:i Ch r istiari .

111 
It is 

difficult t o a ccomplish this t hen ;rn must tea:cb., enc oura g e ;i!l-J 

command th e acco!llp lisn r:ient of tnis ai!:!." And lat er he sa id . 

"If a ~art oi their youths are sent to the a11:ny their dis-

1 

tinct interests ;•,iill ceas e a nd they will take u;(i Frenc h i nt e:::r;'h 

In this we se e a fuller v ieN of his purposes. The -J e·,.,s a s 

J ews could not be good citi:ens DJt they have ;·1e.ait;-i and H-e a 

commercial po·11er, so they li\Ust be retained. Then t here r emains 

only one way to make the,n worthy citi: ens; compl ete i nterr.'.ar - •, 

riage with French mE'n and ·11omen of other faiths and weld th er:i 

·as an ess ential part of the people without any dist inct~'lllB 

nnrl<s. of de;na rka tion. 

1) Kirwan Preface to Tama 's work p. V 1. ('.2') Co r!' es-
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pond enc e Vol. X.<i I I p. fl C'- 7 (:: U l c i. his 1 ett e r s t o 

Champa g; ny. Correspondence vol, XIII P• 20 a!'.:i !'.':l . Eo I -6 

, 
4-/"/l 1•.emoirs de ladame to hemusat N. Y. !BOC vol. 3 p. _;57 

5) =iuotErl in Alig . Ze it. ~- ,;ud. vol • • rnr I3S2p. 5i.v Pro -

bably dictated at St. Hel~ . found orig ina l l y in fontholon's 

(S£) !. e:noirs of Pas qui e r pp. 29I - E 

7~ l Reviewed by Guizot Revue des deux }'ond es J uly 1367 pp. 

18- :20. (3) Decree of J.'ay 25, I.SOS. Correspondenc e 

v o 1. "X'.J I I I p • 20 3. (fl> Pasquier 1-'.emo i rs p. "t.07. 

10,lp S. Debrt lrhe Je,v s oi France. ,J e,.iish Ouarterly Revie..,. vo 

5 April 1691. ( ll~ l Graetz op. cit. p. H?3 

1:.2 ) Correspondence vol. Xl"II Pi'· ESI;-5 



CHAPTER V I. 

jAPOLEON'S SPHSRS O? INFLUENCE AND TH8 

EFFECT OF HIS LEGISLATI ON ON TH8 LIFE 

OF THE J S'.iS Or :RANCE. 



When, aft.:;r the Revolution had a s s um ed va s t proo ort io ::s 

and proved it3elf to be mor e than a7 mom ent ary upris ing, t he 

National Assembly h-i.d dec lare::i the equality of all c iti :: ei1s 

regardless of creed , ther eby giv i ng the cf e·Ns f :.ill ema ncipa tio:.-, 

from all the disadvantages under whibh they had lh· ed, the 

other powers of Europe , and esyecially ti1e sma ll Ger ma n·states, 

that held the Je,•1s in a very debased state, hastencrl to ke ,;;p 

astride with th e !Ti over,1ents of France and relaxed in th eir :1a J. 

ness toward the Jews. Even before the Revoluti·on , then Lo:.iis 

XV I abolished all poll and toll taxes, Prussia relaxi;d. ThPse 

taxes provo:l extremely burdensome to th e German ,Je-.v s beca•Jse 

the states ·11ere so very sm;:i. ll and numerous and at the cros sin6 

of each boundary li ne a n exorbitant tax had to be paid. 

Whe1:, however , , tn e French armies entered these distr i c t s s;.i ch 
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d i.sa bilittes .,·e r e abo l i shed. Hcrnev "J, t !1 e r!'.'al benefit s of 

th e Revl) j ut ion d id not r each t n e Ge rma n ,Tes s until Na;:, o leo:1 

plantaj his t riu:noh a.nt s tan:iud ~ in Rh en ish soil a n:i ::ia:i e ar.d 

unmade states to su i t h i s pur::ioses . 

The , ,e-,;s tr.at l'xJ reap ed t he most b enefits t e re t hose of 

Westphalia. In tne :iecr ee 2 by which fa pol eon ga v e t na t ki n.;-

dom its constitutio!'l he d eciarsd "the equalit y of a ii cit iz ens 

before the law and the freedo m to practice any r eligi on.''• 

Likewise, ,__i erome, imc1e.:iiately after mounting the throne, d ecla -

red the J e·,.,s to be c.iti :: ens with full ri i ht~ as such, a nd in th E 

decree of ,January 12, 1808 extended protection to ,J e·:;ish fore i[; -

ncrs as well as Christians. 5 In addition. l•'.i chel - Berr wa s 

called from France to accept some office. He re in Westphalia t:-

the faiith 1•1as to receit11e an organization like tnat in France . 

1hrough the agitation of Israel ,Jacobson 4 a consistory wa s 

fou nd ed, patternal after the Fa l(1s Consistory a :1d co -ope ra.ti n~ 



with it. It c onsi s tej of t,;ent ,· - t·1 0 memb ers ar.c ~et at C:i. s se l . 

cl21.cobson h imself ·sas Fr esident . 5 rro:;i t h i s th ere ca •~e a r eio r -

m;itlon of Wes t pna l ian Jess lil,e unt o t'.lat of the Fr ench .1ess . 

LH: e-.·1ise in provinces l ess d i rectly un::ler l.a ooi eon ' s con :- . 

trol , t he cond ition ?f t he cre1,s ova s tm:Hove:i o·,'lin~ to the h i gri 

position of the Fr ench ... e11s. In Ba:i en 6 the Duke Char l es E're-

derick decla red the Lie:,e to oe fre e citizens of the s':ate illn±I. 

those of certain occupatio::1s .v ere declar s:i 9J i.l ll cit L:ens.· A 

consistory was also orga:,iz. ed there. 'The foundaiion of the 

Rhine Conf ederac y impr.:ived th!'l condition of t he ,l e:1 s in those 

provinces be::;ause their noblC:'s who had b een l orts now became Su;) 

j 
themsPlv ~s 

ects,as it ·11 ere , and fou nd_.comp e l lea to secur e th8ir o':ln !) OS i -

tions with their subjects. So at tne forrn tion of t h e du k .,.:i o:n 

of Frankfori,the archduk P, Daloerg ·.vas ;v i lling to ·g ra ~t f u ~i 

Citi z ensh ip to the ,Je11s, thou,~h it did rec1u ire + lil , C:- :: c.· .. l•.1en ·::y 

~ 

)?\Jrsuade him to this. 7 ;foen tre 1, - 1ans e towns ca me u r::l e r !:aoo-



. l eon 's rule they foirni tiler:is el H.:::-/-.o".'.:,eL:.9'.i t o b e ".'. '>r e hlera:it 

cit L:enstiip anj l a ter even a cc s:-,t e-j :hec: in t o i: s c i:y c -:n:;c i1 . 

Lueoeck, ·1mi ch ha j been very st r ict i n her tr0at □ ent of t :-ie 

Bremen had to receive ._' e1, ish ci:i:rns anj in !: ec\:lenc ·J::~ t::i.e 

mitte:i internarriase· iv Even i:i Pn.:ssia th e effects o~ :~ pJ -

leon's leg islation n ere felt so t:i.at tr.e ii:1:;; :reder i c~ -;;"i l li ::i. ::: 

I I I was comp elled to recc-:;,ni.: e the J e. ·s. a- ·a h G of ?e~r ... a • 

27, 1S00 he dedar ed th em citi : ens oi tJ",,::i.s a r.J .:- n ~:ar:h 

181:2 t~ave them f ul l ci ti.:onsi1ip u a :-?.rt oi th e s t a: e . 



und0r Hapoleon 's control. the -::o n-:ii tior:s ·..:h i-::h :n:i ce,:n e:-.:-::i:e~ 

to !fol land an:i pl a c e:i it •J r.ier his broth er :...o •-sis. the l c1tte r 

'YI ·• at onc e aid e:i in im::i rovin~ the c~1don of th e .. Je-~s i n h i s r eal:: 

A consi s tory 7:a s fo1Jr::lsd a:-i d co:1ditio;:s '.rer e still ri -:-,re i:i:,!o-

v ed ·,•,hen Holla",d ,:a s u::ite.:l to F'nnc e. In itaiy the o o3ition •J l 

the ·J e:: s ·11as place:i 0:1 tr.e 3ame leve l as t!Ht oi t!lose in F u ,c,, 

,;s early a s 1707 a ci e .•; ·,:a s m ::itrl "rtea.:i of all Cuarter s of tne 

Cit y of Rome." a !tl l ate r a ci e-:: ·.-:a s T.a::le ,ne::i t ?r Jf th<:> : ri!:iu r.ate. 

In 18J6 Napo leon fl".d s o cou1p letely chang i:\i conciiti.Jns that i:1 

Lucca, wh ere f orm erl y t he J e·.,: s cou ld not :,_,ssess &oo:is or r e~•:d:-

lo ng; e r tha n t hre e da ys, the~· w,:, re pemitt"'.J • t o ee pr:,:-ri e tors . •-

In Ler,horn a high- sc hool for ,!e.vs was es tab l i she.:i an.:i i n !.31 l a 

consistory a t Rorne. 1~ 

However, ,1· hen th e re:t ction ca,1e in 1El6, a l l tnes e 1::;:,r0,· c= 

conditions 1:ere s:~oot ;i:•:a y E-V"ery.·:h ere s1.ve in F' ra!lcE.'. In C.er . 



man y, It a ly a nd iioii a ~:d Cl)nct it to:1s were to b ?. r ee:::t;i. b l ish cd a z 

t hey h3.d been in 17EJ out in. t:"' n.nce t h e eUect s o"· tn e Revo -

lution could not be r emov e..i. 17 ·,fna t t !: l,~,1a ve De €'n tr. e b.s t i :1 ; 

results acco;;iplishs-ci by fapoleon 'r It ma:· be tne i ron:,r oi f;i. te 

~hat his do:mf a ll eJ"2.::> l ed the ~ie; s t o fl?.al:l so:71e Q_ood fr,:n h i s 

work. ile have sho·::n i:: th e !)rece::l ing chad er t int hs s a ~itat.:01 

with th e Notaoles a n:i .-1 it!l th e Sa nhe::lrin was d 'Je to wholl:t 

selfish motives. B'Jt the f;i.ct tna.t his r u le co:1 tinu ro bu t a 

f ew y ea rs, ·11hen aft er a faint at tempt t o reestablish it th e 

conq ueror of nations ·:1as hims elf vanqui sJ1 cd, e;a\re op!' ortunit.y 

fo r some. definite beneiits to accrue to the ~l e,•1s irom fapo l ecn' :: 

war\{, fa s ,:i uier s==tys 16 that t•.10 impo r tant results ln.ve r~main -

ed f}l'o;n t11 e E:m;::,erot· 's urriertaking, the orf,a ni :.ati sn of ,:ei•1i sh 

s oci et y in France, and the doctrinal man if est • of t he Grioa. t 

Sa nh ed rin. As to this secor:i resul t,w e have b een u mble to 

ascertain ho :1 b8neficia l it has prov en a ,.d h o;•; i a r it :n.s a c -
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ceo t ed by the Lr e .. ,s . ,.10s:, ;h o;n i'te hav e fn:Jr.::I to t?. l{ e fa r to '.:l 

l eni<?nt a vie:1 of. le.p ol eon, du e pr-,o:;,.b!y t o th e in::t:)se-s sioil :t. 

of; mat erial s•Jch as t h ,, Em?eror's corr es;:ior.den0e. do"'s ~tc1.te 

that tne findi n~s oi ihe Sanhedrin took a :irm hold O'"' t!1e P":l 

.S' 
p le, tnat its cr eeJ b e:: -:i. rne {i m ly fi xui D€Cc.Us 9 th~ consist o! l 

seem to have allo;•1sa Little o;:,ponun i-ty for :e :· orm. is? Gra.:1t S>:i 

that this be true, the doc tri nal decis 1or.s o:· the Sa.nhe:lrin car 

nevertheless not clai r:: a place in th e :lev e lo::, em Ant oi ,,l e·:; ish 

dogma when ;~ e r eme::iber t h:1. t not ·:;ith the meri. · 0I the SanhPirin 

but with lapoleon hi :11 s~lf did thAse do6mas arise. no·.-.·ev er , th 0 

first benef it stat e:i by Pas-1uier, namely tne or g:,. ni::a t io!'. oi 

, ie1: ish society in France,does . stand a s a g re:1. t ben efit 

whos e orig,i n was a ith fo.pol eon • . .\. r ecent writer 20 has sai:l 

that the consistor ia l arr"1 ngeoent , a nd es;:,ecia lly the c rntr:d 

consi s tory, has proven to b e benef i cial to th e lP.-,.; s , but t~:i.t 

ra th er because of the men :; i10 in. v e co;:iposro it, ;:in:l the i:- 1.ct 



th-:1.t they were e l ectej by t ne Je,: s t:1€:!!S <:- l ves anJ ::ot aop oi :-it,_"1 

by the g ov crn ,n":nt, Tne g;er:eul st inulati ons of the d ecree 

o f !·arch 17 a :::-e still i. ~ •nce . 

1) Graetz op. ci t. p. 2~C. ('.2) C:irr os':) oni f' nco v ol. 

XV I p. 1 f9. (::: n C:ra. et z op. cit. p. ::~ :::- . 

4) ib i d, p . ::GS cf'. also ,•ost Gesch, P• ,1, u. s. Seckten p , 

S'Jiam it l8C5 p, 2, 

fi) Gra et~ op . cit. p. :511 • 

8) i bid p . 315. 

::.:16. (1 I l ibid. 

d es Is. Voli<esp. 512, 

p. 504, (le;) Kahn 

Al lg . Gesch, d . is. Volkes p , 
d8l } ern o i rs p. @3. 

( 7) io id, p , ~14 

io id. ( iJ \ iod, p. 

(!:?-¥) •'Ost Al l g . Ces ch. 

( 1 Sl io id. (1-ll 

op, Cit, p. ·a::o. (!cl 

::,01, ll 7! ibid, 
(19 ) ,,ost C:esch,d, u,et c, p , 

ibid. 

,ost 

, 
20 l S.Debr .., , 1 €Ns in r'n.nce . ,, ::, . R. vol.-SFf p. ~73 





Preamole . 

? 1a is e be forev ':lr \ t o t h e Lo r:i , Godo: ls r;1. e l , Nho h;:ts pla-

c e::i on th e thro ne of F' ra nce and of the ki n gd or. ;:,f Italy a Pri!":'=t 

accord in;; to h i s h sa rt ! Col has s e en the hu:nil i:l.t :i cn oi th e 

d e sce rria;1t s oi .Jacob of o ld a:1.d lk1. s chos en ~i:.::. ;:,oir3 n t ne Great 

as his mect ns o i mercy. Tne Lord ju:iges th e t ho;_ig;h ts, th ro ·.;~;: 

them alone he col!l :::ads :o,.s ~i en:;e, an:i hi s t-elo\· ed a :1.:i. inte::! :-ias 

pemitted t h;i.t e,;_ ch shal l a:i ore the Lor:! ac cord in.;:: to his :, ·.•; n 

belief and cust om. 7hr.:iu 6h b e s r.a do·.,· oi hi s !'.J.::ie ~ s s e:urit :· 

entered O'Jlt ('arts and hol!les and we s hall be:1cef orth oe a .:- ii' to 
I 

bui ld, sow an-1 r e::?.p , a nd cultivate hur:1:tne sc ien~ es , to b elo:-. .;:: 

to tl1L~ g r eat iami ly of the Su te, to s er\•e it :i.n:i t o r : or:.{ :: o;.:: 

s elves in i ts noble desti1:i cs . His e; r 03.t 1; i s:io:n I':J.S n ~r:;-. it td 

tin t tt1is asscJ1bl y, renow nc:I i n our a n:::i.l s , a:::i ,;h .:- s c ex::-<'.'r i en .: 



t ~ jay u rd er His po·.•ro.rful protf'c ti on, i'1. :-iis p; ood cit :,- Cl i _r ... s 

to t h e nu rr:ber of sevent y 70 :1 e , d oc t0rs oi l a·.~ arrl nob. o l0s o!' 

GrP.a t 
Jsr ;i ~ l , ·,:e cons tit ute ou r se lv es int o a.Saimed r in • in ori e r to 

f i nd in us th P. mrans and the p o·;1er t o enuncia t ·e rnl i:;;i ous o rdi 

na nces in conforr.ii t y ·,vi th tn e pr i nciples of our s a c red b:1; c:nd 

·:: h icn sha 11 s er,e for a la·,•: and a n examp l ':! to a i 1 ls ra e l. 

These ordinances shal l te l l to al l the nat ions t hat our dJ g~as 

ire in accord with t~e civ i l lai'IS under ,illic!1 ·,·r e 1 i ve , a nd 

th;it they do not sepa rate us at all from hum'1. n soci ety. 

Tbi'refore we declare: -

Tnat the d ivine la·:: , this sacred he rit a ge oi ,ur a nc eston 

cont ains reli g ious and political ,ro~~si6ns: 

That t he r e ligious p rovisions are by tn eir ver:· nat u re ab- -

solute and independent of t lme and c ircumstar.ces 

That it is not the same "Nith p olitical provisions , tha t i s r 

v1ith those that regulate tne go•.r e rnm,rnt a nd ·.fhic!1 ,'lere 

intended for the governi ng of the ::, e o;i l e oi lsn e l in 

fal€'stine w!1 cn tney nact their king~, pri ests a ni ma ._ i::-
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t. rate~ ; 

Th:::?. t ti1 £. s e p olitical pr,wisions a.r e not ;:,.::ipiicao le ::i ~nc ') 

th ey do not form o:1e di s tin .;t n3.i:i o'l: 

Tha t i n ~~nounc i:lg this d i st inc tion , a l re?.:iy cs t1. bli s !1e:i 

bJ tra-:iiti on. the Great Sa. nh edrin dec l?.res an inc ontro-

vertiole fact: 

That an ass em':Jl_;· o:· ::ioctors o;' the law . con:s t itutin:::; a 

Grea t SanhEd rin , i s a lone ablP, to detnmine the res•J lt s 

at which they arrive: 

That t h e anc i er.t Sc\n::e::irin ha s not cr eat .xi it. t hat is. 

that politica l condition did not creat e it a:1. :i t h :-i t, 

since the d i spersion of IsraAl , no Sanh ed r i n hi s b een 

a ss emD1€1:i beji ore this one. 

OccupiEd wi t h th!s pious purp osE ;•1e invoke t he divine i ns i,J1 

irom 1·1hich em11..ria t es all go o-:i, a n::i we lrno·:; ours elves ob li_;~:i to 

contribute as far as dep enci s on us, to achi ev e the mora l rr;_::: <=> n -"' 

ra.tion of Israel. But , by virt ue of the right ·1,h ich our s :tcr r--i 

cu st oms arrl la .v s co;1fe r up on us. an:i whi ch determ i n e tha t in t .'E 



..: 

ass emoly of d ,:,ct C' rs oi th e ti::iP, r es id"'s esz entiail~· th€ po;, e r 

to em. ct h'!. s a ccord L,g to tne ne2d s 01 t!1e ~as r>, thi s ·,1hi'.:h 

,., . 
r eq ui.ros th e oh s·x a nce 01 tne -sa i j la:·: s, wh etlH'r ··:r ittrn or 

t r a (iit iom.1 , b:; this ri ;:;ht "HJ sinll :.,roc eed in our ouroos e t o 

orqain rel i g iousiJ t he ob edience to t h e lav,s. of tn e s t ate in 

civil a nd polit i ca l matt ers. 

Pervaded·.-: it h thi s sacre:I m::t x im t h?..t t !"le b e lier in Go:i is 

th e be6 i nning of a ll '!ii sd o::1, ··re raise our eyes to·//ard t he h,:-ave; 

and v:e ext end our hands to--:~r:i s riis sa;i.ctu1 ry ard ic1? l or e Hii'l 

that He dei r:n t o m k e 1mo 1,•n unto us Hi s ?Ur: ose, to lead u.:; i n 

the pa th of v irt ue ,u1d truth in order that .ve u1ay leaj ou r b re -

thren an::i their ~ost er i t y to ha Dp in ess , Tn e rei. or e in the z,_,,_me ~ 

of th e Lorj our God we charge a ll our core lif~1on i sts or bot h 

s e x es to observe f aithfully our res ol uti ons , statutes an::i or:i i. -

nances , regarding beforeh,rnd a l l those of "' rane e an j Ita l~.' ::ho 

v i olate the:rn or are nes;l t::; ent in observing t:1e"1 as t nns ~res s i;i. 

openly a gainst th e will of tn0 Lord Cod o: israel. 



The Cn•a t ,S;:i_ nhedr ir. , l e&".l!y assl'.'mr, ird thi s n int h d::i.y oi 

F r,hru;:i. r y l,:') 7, and b :; v irt ues of t h e po·o; e rs i n it inn Pr ent, h,1s 

ex: am i nt?d wh et h er i t i s la·:: fu l f or a Heb r e-.~ to marry more t 11an 

o ne ·,vife , a nd perva d -? j :1it h t he benenl p r incio l e sc1. c r ed in ls r· el 

that submiss i on t o :he la·::s ofthe State i n c i v il a nd ? Olitic a l 

r;a tte rs i s a reli ,; i o•.1s dut r, ':las disco\'e red. a nd d ec la ros . 

That, the p ol}g;a1'y :is:r:nt ted by t h e la·,vs oi ~!oses is not 

1 ike a simpl e ~o·::e r , io r our doct ors ha Hi sub Jec t ro it 

to the c onditio:-i :nat th e indiv id m. l h3.ve a f c, r tune s uf-

• f ici en t to supp l y 1: l1e ne Ed s of mor e t ha n one ;'li[f / • 

That from t ne ea rli est time.s oi our d i sp Prs i on t h 8 Isra e l i.;. 

t es scattered tnrou6hou t ti1e Occ ide nt, mov ed by the ne 

cessity of, ch:1ngi ng their cus t oms in a cco rd:1 nce ;'11 th L1e 

civil laws of the sht e in wh i ch th ey ·1.- e:.-e establishe-i, 

h~.d g, ene ral l_'.,' remov ed o olygam? a s ;:i. ~ ra ct ic e not i1. c 0!' -

form it y w i t h the morals of n~t i ocs ; 
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'foat tnis ·:1as a l s o t o renje r h•'.l ,nage to th e 1:irinc iple oi conf-:-r-

mity i n ci v i l ,11atters ::nat t.!J e s :·noj co :w ol:e.:i at il'or ::1s in 

17JO oi ou r era, ~nd pres iiej over by t hE Raoo i ~ue r s on , ~ad 

p r ono •.rnced against eve r:; Is ra el ite oi t he ir lan-::1 ovho es":>ous r.:-

mo r P than one II if e. 

Tha t this usag e Ms entire l y dis:i.'Jp ea red in Fn.r:c c>, in lt <1. ly, 

and in near l y a li tne s n.t es of t he i::uro::, ron cont in eb.-t wi1 ere 

it is extr emely rare fo fi nd an !sr?elite :;ho b0 ldl:,' vi o:a tes 

the la· .. ,s oi nat_ioI'.s agair.st poly[;a :ny. iience th e Gr eait S:m h e-

drin we if;hty ,,1t h ·,'ii sd or:i of hor: de :::pl y i n,Jo rtant it i s t o c o:. 

ti nue the custom a dor ted by the Israel ites th r our hout ELiro;:i e 

and in o rder to co:li irm as far a s it is n ece:·s sa r y t he S;.id 

de c isi on ot' the SJnod of :fo rms l• res ol\-es an".i or.:la in s a s ., 

r o l it:i ous prec ep t: -
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iJ I'.' OnCC::. 

Tne Great Sanhej:in, havi~~ considered hoN important i : is t o-

day to esta bl ! sh har::ior:ious relat i ons bet.·:een the cus:oms -o i 'th· 

Hebr e·.-1 s re ;:;;a1·dlng ::ia rr ia ;; e :ud the civ i l co.:le of t'rar. '.~e a rd th ~ 

king:.lom of Italy on the·sa::i e sub (ject, anj cor.si-:::.e r i r.1 that it~s 

a rel1 ,- 1ous p rinc irle to submit to t h e civil la·,.; of the .:: t at a, 

r e sol v es a nd decrees : -

l'bat t the divorce ? erm itti;d by tl1e laws of !· os es 13 not vali-i : :1 

a s -fa r a s it does not absolutel y di ssolve t he bor:.ds b eb1e en 

th e cor.joi n.oo ovit hout civil a g reem ent: 

Tha t a ccordin~ to the !HOVis i ons of t ,1e c i \' l c o:.le r:h i ch ru l e.:; 

that Nith Israelites as .vlth t' r encnmcn an:! Ib.li ;i n. s .i iv or~, 



"JY\ 
i s n o t co:1s 11;ni<_ted until ait er the c ou rt s h1 v e dec :: ,± ed so o~· a 

d efi n ite ,iud,:-ement, it f o lio .. 'S that tn c ;: os1.ic divorce has , ctC 

the f u ll and entire effec t that it ou ;:;h~ to ha H ' • sinGe one 

of the con joi:-:n:i c ,1u ld : aim a dva nb g; e of the o':he r i n default 

of the in tervsn~ion oi t ie c i v i l autho r it ies i n t:-te dis s olu ;-

t!ion of th e con Jui-;al b::id. Theref or e by virt u e oi th e po :r r,r 

in i t vested the Great Sanh ej rin r esol•rcs a n:i or.:!3.i :i.s a s a 

r el i gi ous princ ip le -

1 :-!AT HENG;::;1ORTH ;,;o RSPUJ IE ro t: OR DI VORCE s :ULL Bi C JV r: ;, AC'.":OR 

AND ACOORHING TO TH E 20Rrs PRES CRIB ED Pi THE CIVIL COJZ. 

In conseq uenc e it is express ly :-' roh ibitE:d to al l rab;:> i s i n t hr 

t1vo states of Franc e and of tn e kin6dom 01 Ital y a:1d i n all oti1rr 

p lac es , to l en:i the ir a ::.d i n.:,' an _v ?. ct oi r epud iati on on d i vorc e 

unl es s t hat the c i v i l jud ,.,. ~".J en~ th,.,t n·as c, - ,.,_ :"a net i on Ed i t, has b een 



b e r cr-a rd r--i a s un·.rnrthy t o ex ercise i n till'' fu cur e ·1 i s fun:::t io 

AR T!Cili i l l , 

T~e Gr eat Sanh i:d r in co;,.s id erihg t he1. t i n t h e Er.ipire of r'nnc E' 

and t h e King:i,J r.i oi Ita ly '.'. O m?. r r i2 6e is vali:i unl es s i t b e· P Tt 

c ed ed by a c i v i l contra c t bef or e a public ot"! i cer: b:' v i r-tu e 

of th e p o;-1er d evolve,::. u::> on it. d ecrees and ordai ns 

T/d-l T C: IV IL OBLI GX!' ION; it prohibits t!1erefor e evFi" 'J ra.:i:b i or 

a ny oth e r p e r son from l e.ndi n:;,\th e ir a id to t ne a ct 0d r e l i :;ious 

rra r ria g e unles s th ere i s d rs t s ho·:1n th em t :H' a ct of ma r r i.a ,:.:e 

boiore a civi l of f i c er a cco rding to l aw . 



The Gr P.;i_ t S:i.nn d ri n h.:i.vinc;; consid n.rcd that the O? i n 1o:i of i:he 

ratirm s arnon r:st ,•; no:-. th e Israe lites ,i ".P tt for ;-3. n:: ,:,:e n er;,.:i '.JLS 

l eft t h e r.i in do uo: as t o t i1 A sem:i ,er.ts o:· fra tern ity and s 0:: b. 

bi lit :;, ·,:hi cn a:-ii ~ates ti1e Is raei ites t o: ar:i the::i, a d o'J □ t of :1·.1. 

that kinj th::tt ::eitner _n France nor in the kin~do ~ of 

Ital y i . .:i0 s ?.ny one s e'c':i c eZ"tain on t he q u es ti on ·.•,·nether t h_e 

Is ra e lites regard thd i r i e l lo ·1: -c itL::ens as brothE-1'3 or only 3.S 

strang e:rs: fi nally t o dis:Jose of all d ounts on this S'J □ j ed t'1 e 

Crea t S..·rnhed ri n de~ la res: -

TlB.t b _v vi rt u e of t he law given by li oses t o t h e chEdrPn of is ra 

elthe:,r a re oDli ged to regard 2.s brethren t;H:, indivljuals of 

t hos e rn.ti o r,s ·.m o ri:;co6 niz.e God as the creat or oi heav en ::i.n-:i 

ea rth and a rn or.g ·,•:ho;n t h e:; enjoy thr adva nt :1,:;es of civil so-

c ict y or onl :: of a benevol ent hos,J i tality : 

Th..'l.t tne S1.c r cd Scr i ot ures c omcna nd s •1s to l0ve our nei_-h r o rs ":;: 



l ! 

o f Cod 1•, h:1 i s the v '"ry Just i c e , no~ to d o ·-1,,co 0th ers t':a t 

·:, h± 'lh w<:> ·,·:ould not l'.3. V t' i or. e "Jnto J S, it sn3.ll b e c om n.r: · 

l i a n cit izrr,s as brethc en: 

Tha t aftn th is d octr i::e has oee n u:-iiv ersall y rt1c 0 i'lC'1 o:.· the 

d oct o rs ·:1ho have the greatest a•.ithori ty i n Israel ::.nrl. o:,< 

ever:r Is rae lt te •,, ho doe,; not i g,r.ore his rel Lion, it i s th en 

zens a nd t o tre:i.t the,n in all civil a:.J ~ora l r elations a s 

tti n equ:i.ls of tneir c oreli.;;i o i.sts ; 

Ti1at since be ''. osaic r eli~i on comrrad s t he Is rae lites t o :1el-

come • ith a ll charity and re_s<1 rd the stnn.;;e1· that com e to 

d,ve l J in their c ities , p.ll t ne mor e d oes it co:n""!";and th e::i 

to entertai n the sa me sentii:l ents to .:a rd th P. idiviiu:tls of 

those n2.ti , ns :1'."10 have received th e;n in thei r :n idst, ·. •ho 

protect t~ ---m by ti,P.ir laws, dt1i cnd th0.n ::iti their arn i•"'S 



don of It aly, to 'iU"tic ipatt.:rn i :1a l l t ne c iv.:i 2.n'i '.) oiiL-

ca 1 ri 6hts: 

Alter t hese va ri ou :; ~onsde n. t i ons the -:. r ea : .=,. rE1.1:d r in Go 0
-

A.·i'I'iCl..t I/ . 

The Gr ea t San h ~drin • .-iisi1ir.g t o det e rin i nE' :: ha t reht i-1ns the 

la r1 of l oses pr e.s c ribes for the ll ebre:·: s to ·.'ard the indi\• du.llf 

of , IH mtio ris amonf ·1:bi ch they live , and ··:h o p ro:: '°'ss :i.n<'lt.1 f'­

reli :- ion , rEco,' ni ~i nr, CoJ as t he. cr<::at or o: hc, ·,r n a ~::i ,.,_1.rtr .• 



d c-c l 1. '" "S 

Tt!?, t ,•: ith r e ;:: a rd to :us::i c e, al l t ha t tne :n.c roo :: c :-i'J!"!Ps 

orohib it s a s bei n? c c~,t" ra ry to it(, •;..s:ic · 

witho :.n resp :'ct to _Jersons : 

r.ia r.j s of Co::! h thi s r es ;-ec t do not es taol i""h any :Jartic.ii:u.· 

rel ?. t ions nor i:1:ii ,•a te a n:· qua l it~•• co::di t i-:i n 0r :ce li~ian, 

ior t h0se +. o ·,•1'1 C'"1 t h ey a DJl ~· exc iusiv el:,·. so tin t they ?.r: 

com "1 on to the r e lati,,ns oi Hebr ew s to a l l men in 6 <"!1"Ei a~.i 

· th:i. t evcP:y Isra.clitfi ·1.- ho vio ht es t h<"i'l -.. c::i.i nst any o'.:e is 

eq ually c r i n i ml ar:d r e;:i r 0 h ,:, ns i h ::ief or e t i1e Lord: 

1'!1-'l. t t his d octrine i s al s o tau ~ht by the d .:>c u ,rs o; t h e la,•:. 

·sho d o n ot c e.1s e p r ru ching th e lovt' 0f C::xi a nd oi hi s cr ·oa-

tu rE>s (Tr.'lG L\t Abo•.h cl' . V I l') :i.nr! ,1·h o f orina l ly dec l.-,_re t '.'1.t 



riro0 ! s Nhich t ,;stif:: t:H t lsn.d i ., r. c,t a n -·:-i -0 , ·: 1f :nose 

't o cha rit y !:-1s €s , as na s ::il.::P1.ay b e~ n s~i-:: , o r ::ai:1 s t h~.; a.-

oo r as t ti _--s ei f . I a :n t~ " La rd. " 

;•rpr :-, st ra. n;::e :-s i n th e 

Da vid Se. i d , " f h ~ :.er e:· of Coj c' Xt m d s ov ,:, r all h i ~ w,u i,.:; . •· 

(Ps. 1...;s -0J " il h1t do · h the Lord r e-:iuire oi :! ou'.' sa id .l-

ca h: on l y to be ,iust ;md t o do cha r 1t:·." 1'/I,5 l "Cur 

rni s f o r .: un€'s oi his f e l l ow - c rea turrs i s a s o ne d cs~r r.:l ;,:: fro:-' 

Abrah J. '.11 ." (Er uoin ch . VI iJ : 

Tha t E·v e ry !sral:l lit P is obli::;m to ·1,a rd t hosf' ;;h o oli:; pn •e t rie 

r r:sp .--c ts , t o love thn:: as t.i-i "'ir b r och,·rs , to vis i, t:w ir 



.,I 

.\;T ! .:'LE \1 J . 

C!\T iL A~ ) PJ~! TiC!L REL ~Tro~s. 

, h e Gr ea t Sa.nh l'd r in , co :1vi1:.cEd oith e us ai u ln e-ss t hat ou~ht to 

r esult t o ~ne :sraelites 1rom a n a uthenti c de•~lan.ti on whi ch 

th ey ~ e l ong, ard ·:1isht ni:; that no or,p s i1 ould i .:--n ,1re -t.h C" pr inc 1 

p l ,··s i n t il i s rera :.-d that th e d oc: ors anu the r,ot'tbl es of lsr2, 

prof ess ~n:l nres cri oe f or th eir c or :rl lgi on ;_s,s in c o1J rit nPs 

'lih cre th ey are not exc l ud,-::i fro m a l l the adv;, nt a,Fs o:· civ il 



Tna. t i t i s a rel i_ • .:,us dJ t ,\' {-:ir e ver: L:;r.:." u ·.e oorn a'.".C! n's 

wni ch a r£ in coi:f o rc1 i r. :: 11 i t h ·.he d,·s ".in:; of hu 7a;-: 30:)i<'"-

e.:i ua l ly f<'.ithful t o :-iis Cod a r.::i h is k1 :--.6 . "1 c 1 . V·l , :; ::,; e r> 

r.iia h r ec o!!':nerd s all tr.e Hcbr e·,v s to c cms idc r fao_, 1oni2. as 

th ei r c ou nt r:: . 

t he ki ng oI Bab :;l oni a a nd ;' OU wil! liv e hapr:iil:·• "( J. b i:-L ct . 

v. 9 ) "F ear Co.j a nd vcur !i'.i '.1g , '' sa ,:s ':- oloi!lo". (Pr ov. ::; 7• ), 

fhat lil-: e1'1l s e a il co:, ;r,a nd tn e Isr;iC'l ne t o h.'l. ' e a re ·;p2ct , 21. : -

t a c'.'lnent ;:i. nd fide l !t y fo r hss :>rrnce and h i s 1- .,;_; , a t'.!iDut,, 

1:hi ch al 1 s uh ,iect ::; o·:E: him : 
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an:! •.1 :1. it ea i l his ~ o:: ers .: or th "' r, ;,_ · :1i ncs_0 of its c it , ems -

OU.Sr.Y 0 3£...IGATD TO REC-;:-::, TEEM 

dri n dccl;.,.res fu rt h 2r ti:3.t every !sn. fli-~e ca~ ~€'1 t o mi~ i: a r:· 

fi r om all thosE" re ligious obs nv,1nc es \·1 11ich c;ir. not bP r e-~0n-

c 11 ,'<l wi t h i +. 

ART !CLE '! i [. 

Th e c reat San11drin . ,:h s in n~ to en l i hten tne 



: 

ITl "nt of th e soi l wn i c:i i:aj o ecn i;1 arci 0n t tim s ".hr" i r fa V".>LT. 

occu ...,a U . a n. it a t tri;J 1,:es :nis fata l su rrrnd c r onl_" to t i1 e \' i -

and a lso t o thf' obs -:-:a c ~,-s o c' all kin:! s ::is t h " ru l,,.;; ,'l n :1 !7.::s at 

the n.ZJ.t i ons or,os t':i t o f r ee :!cv e lo:irm r nt of thf> i r ir:: 11;,::·" 

That t hi s ao -, nd on i s i n!'\('\ wi se t'l e rc.s 1.H t of :irinci",:• l cs of 

t ors . ancler: t o r mo:inn. c0uld i:_ i\·c tht'11, t>it an c1r: r:. _"' 1 • 

0f fE'ct tt u lti n.:; i r o n t he d,'nial 0f ."rf>E' ,0 x c- r cis e o • t 11 0 ir 

J us': r ,.a 1 i a c u lt i f'S : 



That i:h i ::; trut!'l is :-h o n o:· t!H' la s of ·. os•· ., a.- · . o ie ,._,_j 

work a nd .'. '.' ·:i i:! s lot h. " 

h onC's t tr:i.des a r e n ot denied t h e lsr,._e li t C's , o ut ~:!at t:~E' i r 

i:cli ,c; .l on at ta c ;1P.s mE'ri t t o p r.'l.::t1cing : h e~ a nJ th J.t i " 1s 

v 0te hi ms elf t o VH'<n a n:l t0 do, i :1 .-,s : ' r "- S it .if'"r, ' s 



i n ad. _· i ti o n the Gr-c.1.t .S1.nh 0:::ri n i:--c"t i'.~ :; '1-

t h e t wo s 1,ctes O.'. F'nnc e a ni lhl y t n ::i.c: ..i ir" 



AFi'i.'JCLC V!li. 

e rron P,:, us i nt er:ir,;, :at: ons that ':a VP D ,>f:! n ::;in:n to v •:-rsc 10 o 

d o;_iots ;to .-1 hic:1 t ;i. ese r.i i;; i nt erpretations luve , iv.:n r .' se 2.;;d 

morals. re l ~ t ive t o 1n terc.s t , d ec lar•_,.:;, 

That t he Hc: br r•:; · o ri tl[C:- .-G:-i 

us ury ha s r.oC'n mis~nter,ret Ed: tna l: i n :i cri r .c\•: it J oas no t 

ov t h f.' F r e r.c h :r ord u::. 3,~ ;J.n i nt f< s> .sr, ai:> ovr l OJ".: i ntnest 

tcrt's t o i .-1 1li c l1 t:1e la ·-1 oi Los,0 s :lo t-;.s no': s et th e 1--t :e one 



- s t e;i ly: 

s idere-:i a ore 1o t o; OfneficP-r.ce ar .. i f nt er r,: l c!rr it 

!ha t the Ji \• i r ,:- la,, an:i i t s inte r ·re0:a :: io n ;:,err:iit or [ orJ::l 

ta,dn r: 0; i:'t.ercst ac ca r:iin6 to the v.1.r ious us~s to ·;1i1i01 

tf-rE'st is forb idden. r; l oa-:r<i f: '.'.) u rrlr r ,. -u, 1: .1 c ,,m:cc:-rc1<>-l 

t:1en i :.tH·Ps f: at ":ni,:• l ~g::i.l r- te is p<'rm .ttr-i ani s houi,i .,.. 



::, 

,]. t J ,, e · 1 n7. 

r\UJ.J I -

.,.3.,C L 1J . .3 



iL 

t r. ibu t c:, to t.1e r5ra dit f , the ctisp osi':.1 c-n . io ::i n-:- 7.i-::c 

tel< : on t nis r.:i.tter: cs ;!J. ::es 

Th?. t t!rn t .:-:, t 11hich aut hor i z. es tating intc ::-es t from st r:i.n,; E>~·s 

tro.de


l • 



c ont~ iT'E'd in t he _;;,r::, s ent j ec i s , on. 



th e fo 1 i;:,-..,-ir.;:_: ., la :i. . 

Art i clE' 'J 1 1. In case th<?re s;i..1.l l Dr no :.0 · ) !s r . . lit "s 



;, r': i c l e ! I J. 

t or ial s_"!B..:,o _; ue t,:- c:-::- :ie:ent auth:irit1 cs: S8. -; :1 i!Y.li v i.::t'E. l· .o 

c: o ·ue sh2.l l be i:1.o.rr . .:::d c:: t·.,,o no n oies :uu o-:"' r,.,:,i ·: ho s_;;;- l · 

',rt •ch, n . The: c ons .i::.t or'i es s!ull cons i2t oi' ~1r n:1i 

.sib l c, ani th r,• e other Isradit es, o_· 11:nr.1 t ~! O s:·dl~ o c .:::ic.c; n 

r: it .ia. t cd . · 





s o_ 

t he !sr;;,.elit es of : ,1r c ,Jnsis: orial d ::st:".d to -'-'1;, :->r-t"tir-e n 

I 
us ':"I u l p rc f-"s<- \,~..._ _, a::d t o r e; 1 .,rt to ~nc autrori: ics t:-iose 1110 I 

Clt hcr Isne l ites. 



l:.r+.i<'ic , 

Ar ti cle 



. .t 
] : t. --~ 

Co ::,s is to r_ · . 

l: n,y.·; i il a·.iditi o n t o : he }!3or ~ · l angu°"/-1 Gr ,, :::k i.nd L--_ t in sh'l_ll • 

:1 rrf ,:rrt\ l, o tner thi n;;;s o e ing e1u:d. 

/.rticl e :•.:ii, Th e duti es of 1:nf:' ra oo i s:13. l j_ oe:- l ' to 

fir r.i ad in t he :lec i s :c ons o i' :ne Cr,:,it S.,nrn:l :c i :1:( ) ) to o r·i:-: c; !.- · 



lit 

O l j, is ' , l · r • • 

c.ua


~ ? . .:, - OS i D l .. 
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SECOND DECREE PF.FSCRIBHJC THE FOLLOWINC. MEASURES FOR THE 

EXECUTION OF THIS RESOL:J'l'IOH. 

Article I. · For the execution of article : I of the resoluti~ 

passed by the · General Assembly · of Jews, execu­

tion that has been ordered by our decree of this date, our Min- . 

· 1st er of Bel ig •ions sbal I present to us the list of consistorial 

synagogues to be established, ttie extent of their districts and 

the place where they are to be ·established. 'H-e .shall first of 

a 11 learn the op inion of the Central Consistory. Those d ep~r'-­

ment s of ttie liinpire thilt rei.lly ha.ve no · ... 1ewish populil.tion sh..1 1 

be classed · in a supplementary list, in the districts of consis­

. torial sy?lilgogues, tha.t in case: Israelites in the fu,:ure mi.y 

settle there. they may have pccasion of recourse to a ccnsistcry 

Article · II. No particulal' sy~gogue may be established 

according to Article · IV of the said resolut l or. 

save on the authority glven by us in Council of state 011 r~ ort 

o! our -Minister of Religions or inv-ie1< of ( ll the cpinion of 

the consist.01·ial syn.tQogue: (!2 _-il the opinion of the Central 



Consistory: (,3) the opinion of the pr~tect of the department; 

(4) the condition of the lsra~litisch populat1 or. that 1s to 

comprise the ne-,11 synagogue. The nomination of t l:e ad:ninis tra-

tors ~f the individual syragogues shall bg rna:ie·by th e consis-

tory of the d9?artr.ient and shall be app1·ove:i by. the Central Con-

sistory • . the decree es t ablishing each ir.div i:iual synago~ue I ; 

shall also fix the extent o! thtir districts. 

Articleiiii. The nomination of notables mentior.ed inn-

ticle VIII oi the said resolution shaU be 

made br our Minister of Interior at the suggestion of the Cen-

tral Consist"ory and on advise of the prefect. 

Article' IV. The nomination of members of the dep;artmenta.l 

consistories shall be i-eferred to us by our 

s 
Minj,.,t.er of Religions for our approval on the advice oi the de-

partments included in the synagogal districts. 

Article V. · The members ·of the ·Central Consistory men-

tiCUMid iri ai-ticl e X fl I of the said reso luticn 

shall first be nomi~ted by ua at the suggestion of our Minis-



ter of Reli&ions and th'3n by the G':lMra l Ass ':l ::b:y of the ~ews 

or by t he Sanhoo rin. 

Article vr. The same ·minister sr.all present for our ap-

pl'oval ·the choice of the nine members of 

the cE}. ral Consistory •1.-ho shal I b·e named each ysr according 

to articles XV and XVI of .the said resolution. 

Article VII. The list of Assessments mentioned in article 

XX!! I o! the said resolution shall be pre-

paroo by ·ech depar t mental consistory, divided among as many 

Persons as . there are departments in the synagogal districts, sub 

m1tted to the examination .of the.Ceniral Consistory and renderoo 

valid by the pl:efects of each department. 



TH iRD . DECREE DEI'ER ~1Hi iNC PROV !S10NALLY 'l."HE R IG.:iTS At:!) 

DlfT I ES OF THE .. 1EWS. 

SECT ION I. 

Article J. Beginning with the publ!cation ·or this decree 

the respite granted by our decree of }fay ro, 

ltl(i)6, to . the payment of moneys owing to the .Je,1·s is discontinue 

Article ; rr. 7he said cie,bts shall be nevertlleless s1.;b-

mitt ed. to orders here after. 

Article III. ~ll liabilities !or loans made by J f!.YS to 

minors without the authority of their guar-

dfans; to women wit hout the authority of their husbarxis; to 

soldiers without the authority of their captains, ii he is a 

P rtvat e or non-commisicned officer: of the chief of the corps 

if he is an officer shall be null of full right unless the hol-

der . or assignee shall be able to avail themselves of it arrl ou1 

tribunals authorite any action or proceedings • 

.A.rt1c1~ · IV. J.ny letters of exchange, any bill payat-le at 

order • . any obligation or promissory note sir, 



by one of our suc.J'!Y-~• • 

nha 11 not be sespe-. t ~ 1S 

the cumulation of tmeres , s at fjv !' pe: r ~:~. s::a.11 c:·e :9::iuc a:l , 

by our tribunals. Ii the 1:::t-?:esis .::::oc to t ts :,i:ita l ex-

ceeds 102; the debt sta ll te :ii;:-::ar!ld us"'ric.: s a.~j as st:ch 

annul ed. 

Article VI. For legit 1::.at e ::.e: , s a::d r.ot '.:S:.:r iou ones 01 

our tribur.als a.1 e auth~r i!:l! t o grant to the 

debt ors a just delay. 

SECT iO~ ~. 

Article VI i. Ha!lc ef ort h .. r.j u:.t!l -~uly lst next, no L'f!fl 

shall deYote hi!:!self to a:.y commerc e nego-

tiation or traffic whU e'l' er wit t. sut b1.ving r ~cei, .d a license 

to that effect irom th~ p rt>i~·t c,f tr.e cierute e:it irhi~h shill 
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cate il d from the munici?ill co ~r:. : 11 s:at 1,.?; t ,..a t tn~ said -:eir 

is not given to any illeg;itiua t e trar:.3i. Ct1ons, t ~ of the 

consistory of the syn-.i;o~ue w1!ihln l" hos~ d ist rict he d11'ells 

ilttesttng to his good con:l uc t and hones:y • 

.A.rticle VIII. This license shall ce reneiroo each year. 

Article IX. Our solicitori.ger.eral ilt our court are espec- , 

ia.l ly commanded to revoke these lie eases at U 

the special decision of the court, at any time it may come to 

. their notice that a licer..sed Jfi!#i has pract1ce:i :is;ny or any 

fraudulent business. 

Article · x. Every business . transaction done by a ,!ew not 

licensed sh:ill be null ani vf . no value. 

A1·t1cle XI. The same shall be ~rue of every mortgage 

taken on gocds by a n"n-lic~r.sed •1es , until 

it shal 1 be prov-en that the uid rr.ortiag e has t-een given for a 

debt resulting from .i. 1 etter of excr..lr.ge or for any act of 

commerce, negoti.a.tion C'r haff1.:. 

Article l II• All c<.int racts c:r Ill' libiltil)::s si.;r.ed in fan-



of a ~!e.r, not licensed for causes foreign to commerce, ne~ot.iil.tkt 

or traffic shall be withhrawn by order ofl one inquiry of our 

tribunals. The debtor shall be permitted to prove that it Wil.s 

usury or. the result of fraudulent traffic; and if the proiH is 

shown the creaHtcr shall be susceptible either to an arbitrary 

reduction by the tribunal or to annulment if the usury exce!rls!C, 

.Article XIII. The provisions of artUle IV Section I of 

the present decl'ee on letters of exchange 

bills payable at order etc.; are applicable to the future as 

wel 1 as to the past. 

Article XIV. No JeN shall be able to lend on security to 

domestics or hired person and he shall not 

be able to lend on security to obher person4in1ess it shall be 

drawn up in a deed by a notary who shall certify in the cieed v· ~ 

that the moneys had . been counted in his presenc and that of wit­

nesses, at the risk of losing all right to the pled.ges of which 

our tribunals and courts shall have the right in any case to 

order gratuitous restitution. 



lrticle JV. .Jl!!i. s shall not be able ;;r.d er the same penal-

ties, to take in pl~ge the instruments, ma-

terials 1 tools and vestments of daily laborers and domestics. 

SECT !Otl 3. 

Art tel e \1! I. Any ,'.!ew not actually living in our depart-

m ent s of Upp er or Low er Rhine shal 1 hence-

forth not be permitte:i to locate there. Any Je'II not an actual 

resident shall not be perrn itte:i to establish himself in any 

other department of our Empire Sil'le in case where hll has ac-

quj red rural property a.nd shal 1 deyote hinself to agriculture 

without engaging . in any commerce, ·business or tuf!ic, E>:ctlJ-

tions may be n:ade to the conditions of this al'ticle by virtue 

of a special grant emanating from us. 

Art4cle XV II. The Jewish population in our departments 

shall not be permitted to furnish substi-

tut es for the conscription. Hence every ,Jew drafted shall 

be subjected to d e1·s onal s erv1c e. 

CENERAL PROv IS IONS. 



Article Xv III. · The provisions cont a1nea In the present 

decree shal 1 be valid for the term of six 

years, h oping that at the close of this period, all:l through 

the effect of th e varioua ,measures taken with regard to the 

.Jews, there shall no longer be any difference betlleen them and 

other cit tz. ens of our Empire; however 1f onl' hope is destroy!rl 

then we shall continue the decree in force until such time 
' 

as is deemed suitable. 

Article XIX. 
r 

The ,!ews established at Bcprdes\UX all:l in 

the departments of la Gironde a.nd of Larries 

not having give.TJ. cause to any complaint, nor having existed on 

any illicit business are not included in tde provisions of 

this decree. 

IGB5S2 






