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Schechter's Lament: Israel and Jewish Education Once Again
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"It never mandated that Israel is a central, definitive, and content -full dimension of the

Judaism that Jewish education should teach".}

! Barry Chazan. “Schechter's Lament: Israel and Jewish Education Once Again,” Jewish Education
Service of North America, Vol. 18 (2004): 5
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“One of the purposed of renewed theoretical debate about Israel education must be to
redirect the attention of educators back to the "right" questions. These are the
philosophical, historical, sociological, political, religious and ideological issues that Israel's
complex reality raises and are not those that emerge from difficulties teachers encounter

making Israel appealing or meaningful for kids in the classroom”. 2
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2 Alick Isaac. “Israel Education: Purposes and Practices,” In: International Handbook of Jewish

Education, Helena Miller, Lisa D. Grant & Alex Pomson (Eds.), (Springer: New York, 2011): 479-497



"The ultimate obstacle to success in Israel education is predicated upon what | see as the
indispensability of ideology to the telling of Israel's story. The state of Israel owes its
existence to an ideology. Ideology is so central to its genealogy that anything less than an
ideological message from "Israel education" strikes me as inadequate to the task of giving

Israel a clear meaning and purpose in the Jewish lives of the next generation..."*
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"The educational strategy employed by the practitioners of this model seek to forge a
simultaneously ironic and sentimental relationship with Israel in which ideological

convictions can be perpetuated without naiveté."*

noyN DI'RY NMINn N1 KW N1 7Y 0'%wDn ,0'wpn 0'R7NN DY NR'ayn nndh
D'NIIP 02 .AYYN T NANY D2I7IRTR DY DN I NI 02N |1I'va oy n'ont
N'TIN'D NNANN NY7RYN NN2NN L, 78Y N1FTAL 0'RNE Mz NN w1t nwab

NI Q10 DI 1907 DY70N2 NINYAD

NIToINA 72 X7 X ,j7'Wa NKIXN? N1 oUoxX%j7 D' TIA' D'VoPLV 7TIN ,'Y'nna 77NN NX
,0TT7 NI¥An 071y 7Y Anton T NI TN 7270 XY .0voRITIMIIR TN
n'Tn 7Y Annpn DTN NAWNN?E NIMK? 0'0an X' DY NITAY TIYm 270 X IR

72U MIVO'NN NTPON 7'M NN N2 DAY DXYY NTAIYY? DIV DN D2 NIPY Nl 7R

* Ibid. 487



1"1N2 Naxim 7R TYD KIR DCTIYTN NDINN 270 1R RYY NI W NN Jnimatn
L0719 NI7RY DY TTINNNY X7 NIRT 07107 A"WONRN AT 77T ,n20 NT'M2 .02 D'VojpLAl
Y IR v NIYRY DY TTIMNNT 1Y R NORIWN I NN NIMT IR DI

7w mip 7y Nikw D nnn? 117 N'7RYN NNaNA DI NN NI nI'nian

.01 WY Yinn NIOITINIX NI'NT NI'TIN! n|'7'n|7

N7'RY7 17N DTN NNRIAN 7Y NIR'YNAL 7RIWRD RN DIRNYAD 7TMD ,JnnRa 7T
TIN' VOPLY IND TINYY? 'RWID NIPN DDA 7Y N1YTA .0 TIN' 0''NY7 DIFMINN NIDI'N NI7RY

T AL/M XN D")'2AN "M

"The living breathing Judaism that is the public culture of the Jewish State is placed beside
the classic texts of the Jewish tradition and is made open to analysis and discussion.
However in this approach contemporary Israel emerges as one of the piecemeal resources
that Jews look at when they want to think about issues in the world. Israel becomes a
reference point for formulating contemporary Jewish thought in the Diaspora in the same

way the Talmud is....an integral part of the exploration of contemporary Jewish tradition." ®
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"Hebrew and Eretz Yisrael are intimately connected, and in losing the Hebrew battle,
American Jewish education seriously weakened its Eretz Yisrael dimension. Hebrew would
have been an organic and primordial link to Eretz Yisrael but by rejecting Hebrew, American
Jewish education seriously crippled the development of that inherent organic and primordial

link to Eretz Yisrael that we see in some other Diasporas."6
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® Chazan. Schechter's Lament, p. 5
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7 Lisa Grant, “Pluralist approaches to Israel education,” Journal of Jewish Education, Vo. 77 (2011)

& Alex Pomson, Jack Wertheimer, Hagit Hacohen-Wolf. “Hearts and Minds: Israel in North American
Jewish Day Schools.”, Avi Chai (2014)
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"...their goals are directed towards cultivating of emotional states: identification, allegiance

and attachment. Israel education in day schools, we have found, is to a large degree a

practice of working on the heart."®
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"...Students in several schools we visited commented on the special relationship they have

established with these Israeli youth who, as slightly older peers, have enriched their

understanding of Israel and have helped them relate more concretely to Israeli life...." '
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"Learning is a product of a dynamic interaction between teacher, content and learner. Even
if a written curriculum challenges student to explore and grapple with multiple perspectives
and a host of complicating factors, the role of the teacher and the developmental ruddiness

and receptivity of the learner are equally important factors that determine leaning

outcomes."*

[DIX2 NI'0AUI 'Y D NINYZN DR O'RNNTZE NIMDIN DIXY W'Y XD 'M0'DNY 12T Nivawn
190 N'121 D'¥IDIN NTN7N 19IX ,190N N NY'AR 'DIN , 0NN DX '97 190 N 707 o'xnnn

.NNITI

X DMIIIMN DNANKD TRR JIRY 1N Iy 'Mo'ON NN 0'001N L'WRANNI 'WYUn RK¥NNin
v JMmn 79xw Jannn "Ik 798 aNn NMay? atn nimn DN XN D'71an'0
[IN2Y7 17 7RW 27 NITY NN NAmMN 7w 0IT\Nn 070 0RON PRY DTV Y7 onm 29w
[1I9¥2 D' TIN' 190 M2 7V MWL [10N19 7 DIFNNA 'WHIWUN RXNAN NITA' 71 I 7Y DR N

SN NN NINNAY "Iy NDIN NpR"INx

PI0Y7 1'79W [XON CTIND DY7 DN WRn Imn N 7xe? o nn a3
112'N7 DN 071¥% 210N 0TI DY DNYR NI9YY .NTA 770 KN IR LTI 1N
oy D'TN7N 7¥ 0'ON'Y NIdDWN T NNAW 7XIY' DY NIYN7 )TN 98wy DNy
NIX 1DNY7 D2 2NN DT X¥YAN NYTIN DIfMyn DIir— 07190 AN 0t TIinY 0RY0RIR
Y'7 "Nn? D7 0T 1R 970 DIk DTN DAl 190 M2 TN 7w DRTONNN
D'7TA D'7RwIN 70 7% 0 nimry dyn nvinna 0'7'we onn wiv un e
60% n N7 ,nnpa 7'wo pnminn TRk 0w 39% ,nnlivn ninswna

D IMRNN 7Y IMMI7NALL7RIY NNdWN anp v 0Y7RwINN

12 Grant, “Pluralist approaches to Israel education,” page 9
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"They are not typical of their peers in their Jewish knowledge, commitment and feelings

about being Jewish. They also tend to be recipients of the best education and socialization

the Jewish community can provide" "
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"Overall, as compared to 8th graders, the attitudes and commitment of 12th grade students

are more strongly oriented around Jewish center of gravity, expressed in terms of

peoplehood more than religion or spirituality."™

3 pomson et. al, “Hearts and Minds”, p. 35
“ Ibid. 38
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"Simply put, the students' emotional bond to Israel seem strongly connected to having seen
their parents participate and play leadership role in the Jewish community, whether or not

their parents' participation and leadership is directly concerned with Israel"
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"Whichever route one takes in Jewish education, the effect of building cultural capital one

accumulates- the more salient one's Jewish identity is likely to be""’
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Y The Aleph-Bet of Israel Education, p. 3
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"The great power of Israel to develop Jewish identity remains only abstract without personal
experience. The Israel visit and the ancillary personal, cultural, and linguistic ties provide the
greater detail and concrete connection necessary to stimulate deeper consideration of prior
knowledge, more nuanced understanding of learned concepts, and greater salience of
Jewish personal and social identities. It draws upon one’s prior learning and experience and
expands upon in ways that would not be possible in any other context, and is therefore a

powerful tool to turn Judaism from an abstract collection of values into a concrete, salient

identity" *®
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¥ Ibid. pp. 6-7
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"They have arrived and do not perceive themselves as being distinct from any other ethno-

religious American group"*
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“Likewise, rituals are only as meaningful as the sovereign selves who help construct and
develop them. This rejection of tradition has been interpreted by some as disrespectful — but

instead needs to be re-framed within the passion and dedication of those many young Jews

who strive to be interpreters and creators and not merely passive recipients of a tradition."*

DAY ,D TN 210 2D CTIRY NIFfNZ 12V DX 0TI DN DX DNO'SNY VAl ‘&N [1"9XNN
,071V7 NnINN ,'MNAN DT2'0PRA XK' TN DINN72 W'Y Nivawnn .071ve 210 0t e ey
V2NN NTIRI T NI AV DIPAY? D71YN DX 1907 0712 DN Y D'DRT 71 K71 IR D22107
['RW MMA0N2 DA "AI'N TIKA [9IXA D'TIA NN D'710' DY K'D 12T Divawn DrTinm
TN 127 CWWORN 7RIW JI'N 12 W'Y DT Q10 CTINY 1I'N.DITINY DI'RY DY DyI Diemne
X I'NONT7 IX 'K .7XW' NA'YN WDMANKD DA )2 JINAIL,NNANKI N1 7D 7V DNINT Ninn

SN 7Y DNIR 19RY'Y WWN 7720 DNINTM TN |90

2 |bid. 4
% 1bid. 5

19



1V121701'R RIN 'WXD T L7700 ARINN D71V 21IWN 200 DN DR YYD [PONNDN
DINN 722 D"NMIPA NIFYIEL72INWT 0MI7 DN 0NN 'aINN 702 1980 DRYZR ont'nn arnl
nra7 Y7 X R nainn mT? T on'iy 7y noo' Ar 2'0iny 1IoNI 0NN
nT D' AN Ay Tni? DY TIimYn yonn 270 nirn%? x990 nimiopgn 757 oknim
DYR NNA7 21712'09 NIXT? NN 17X87 W'Y 1D DIND'TA 0INYY NP7 D'WIRT 11NN
V2 ,9nun ,'01701'R L"MIYN LT N7 X NN .0 DY DNATE DN Nl

NUYY T DMITN DR DTR7 Y 7KW 1NN .atwy Nan nifzai?a e

YOIN? yann whvwn [Nzwa X GiCenter N Y'Y 7RIWY J1'NN NNDNRYR 9¥17 NNY Q1)
MIVO'NN TYRN ,N'NTY NIX L111AT N2 78I N2 NN 7710 78w 1N 78w Dyl Ry
NI NMAM PN Y910 78 NN .1 YR DY 2 qwnnnn 1NN L YaR? Mol
DNX'Y' MNXR 7KW 12 YR O9IRY NYRY N'DINN IRY YIR 7Y NNI0otn N no'onn
178 727 ITNT D'OXIY DY7XI I'N DAY NN ITE NI7AN INKR7Y 7RY YN D2 DY .0M¥NN
2IUN D'TIN' 01NN 1A AR D'OXIYY ITI N D'NY 78 17 NNTR 7w 78e nouxn
2NN .0N7W DII'NN NYYN D'OPWN DN 17X NIYIAN IT'X [INQY7 2'Val 178D DIMANN |2 |'Nan?
NIO'SN] NIMIANINMN N1ANYT Yron *720 NIXNYYN N7'an NX [INQ7 Y'¥n 230 a7 1" T ,i719on
JTIN'D DYN 79 INTN Dzn L YORD ,NNTRN 7V waTa n'7ann 7 AN nn aae 'y nniwn
NO'SN -INY7 DI |2 NN 27N 78I YIR 7V NTIDNA 071N X¥N1 0'DI1NN7 21T NanN
NINNLNI'T 27U DIpnd NaxXIM 78Y' 072200 Jwnna .ant 2 ™i%7 a0t TIkn Drnt? a7
107190 |90 NIX DA KIPN 1192 NA'YN N7aNN X7XLITH NNN2 DIXWI DI'R DTN IR YT
MIdN NINAXYN N7'a02 N2 TAnN .0MIF YN N2 D'NY D'WIR DY 2T RN IT 9N Y
q12'NY7 TMY7? |21 D17 112'N71 12Y7 MNTINY DIyAwn 27 ' DTN N1 X7 DTN NN
nynwn N w1 UTIR? 710 2, |w wIN 2 DNaNn 27N DroapimT DTN NoYTim Ny

.0'TNI70 D'V AN 7XIY NO'ON IT'R DY |'2NY7 T2 )11'N2 DI'D D'POIVY 'Y DA

Y'IT TIO' NNINN .'TIN' 11'N2 21YN 2'271 XIN p a1k q1'N D XA ITIO 1NN L'y |Pp'Vvin
Q'OpPwNN 0'o VI 2vu-'RwIl 7w NN XLANN RO q1'N . N'RYN D'TIN'Y? N'DIN 72V 2wNY

22 ,NTIAY 0'02 N'YA X' NDINN NIA'YN .Nivnwn NN nop«al nhwunn D'TIN'Y? N'DIN

20



X2 2"T , 0T 719 AN 9 1T AR DrTIin'? N0 7w 0NN nanan LItht nTiay
.0"NINN DN N2 N DAY AN, DTN NDIN NAMD P71 Nivawn W N 737 ,1INoup
q1'N7 NN 71727 NDMX IMYT? NN DN INKT1E NN DAY 0NN NIRNRY 19010 Y'¥n KIN

i iYalUL

"The core values about Israel that we want young people initially to internalize Israel themes
that we regard as essential to conveying those values experiences related to Israel that we
see as integral to making these values real educational resources that are effective in
conveying the values we believe students should internalize behaviors we hope will emerge
as a result of this curricular process opportunities for learners to interact with role models
(ancient, medieval and modern) that exemplify the values worth preserving and growing
texts that are foundational to appreciating the evolving, dynamic relationship of Jews and

Judaism to Israel." %
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! Ibid. 3

21



219'0N T .AZITA NIA'WN 1910100 11907 ,2'0M17 W' N 11'NA .NIF 2NN WD NN

1901 72 "' NIOSMIY 9D NIFMTA NIFMNANN NINIVO'NN NITAIWVN 72V 07 X

"Israel today lends itself to diverse vantage points, perspectives, and “telling” of the story.
Indeed, the diverse pictures of Israel are in some ways the essence of life in Israel. The

richness of Israel is that everyone is a narrator and everyone is a photographer." %
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"In this narrative, Jews become part of a religious community existing, in varying degrees of
accommodation, in diverse host countries while preserving core values, behaviors, and texts
of former days. Central to this story is the ongoing remembrance, citation, and longing to
return to Zion. While out of Israel, the Jewish people used ritual (breaking a glass at
weddings, using the words “Next Year in Jerusalem” at the end of the Passover Seder),
prayer, poetry (Yehuda Halevi), and law (diverse rabbinic and Talmudic statements) to keep

Eretz Yisraeland the value of Shivat Zion(returning to Zion) as a lynchpin of Jewish existence.

2 |bid. 3
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When Bnai Yisrael were forced out of the Land of Israel, they retained Eretz Yisrael as a

powerful spiritual force in the re-engineering of a Jewish life."*

NT 1902 'TOINN KW .IXIXY DAY [I'VI1 NIREYD ,NTINN |I'Y N2 1I9'0 KIN 901 1ID'0
NI TN 7w N19'0 J'wm W' KRR WY DX DR,0'7'NNN NIRY ATV L,NAWD RN
INIQ'I INQAPN'Y D71VN AN 0TI 277 Dwdy nnan N1 nynn NYTim neTine
N2 'NMIDYI QwWNNN NXRT 72 ,)1'N7 DMNINN X' XD D'NY D'0IY' DY TN' 770 N NnpY
JIMIND M0 T X2 DTN 7Y MID0  qwnnnn D'OZY79IZN XN N1'TAN NIKYN)
75 7w niynwnn i DI DA DTN DY NIFY JaNNa 101 RR'o™Ie unn n'wyn
7K' DY KNP N 'YK YR INND' NT7'Y TO AIWN 7RI 77D W D190 17X D'naimn TN
NN 197Y' 1790 DIYN NI7IPN NAIYN [N 12 Y'Y Dyl DT [anl 9w 775 99 1o'on

JTIND DYDY TMYD DIREDND ,N2uN

NINAKI NN 7Y [T ¢ 1N2T7 2annn 78w )07 D'NINN NDNPYR |'2N 'Y NN
72TV DIYN LIIAT N2 NY7RY NIRNIRE NN DY DN PDINA A7Wn 78 N v
V'owUn? N7102 21 Y a1 DR DNaNn 7w NNrn NRENIAIMN 119 NIR AN 0T
NOPYN NIINN NI2Y D'AYS NIANNI NRIMKX 278D D'NN 1IN 'MIvAYN [DIX] D'WIR 27W91
[9IXQ D'YAM I'N TN K7W NIRIYALE D'RYID VWD 19 7V 070 0ON,NNIRD 7Y 291771 279
D'YIN (120 T 7YY 1aNNN7 NNWORN X'N NIDONNE NRAIKD 7¢ 901N NINN' NN
N'D 7KW 712'N M7 DN NINIR XN7 DTN DNR TN 7w w9171 'Dwh 297 van
7¥ NINTA IRY YW DNiEn N CNINT 7Y NIZRY XD DNR XNAIT .DNIR D'Y2'0ynY O'RYI 1T
DNXY NIX D'RN DN OXD ?NRNYT1 DYRYY 7RIWY DNaNNn X TYD ,NNAN DIXAR CTIY
17X NI7RY 7V 7N 78w NIRAT7 DRI 7Y V'OUNT AWON TXD AN n71ma n'npn 7'7nd
;IR NN QT2 DR7 NIZRYUN NIRK IR DNXY DX 17RUY DR DX )T NNRY7 TWOR

TIVEWIT 9 NNIORRAEN L,01 YTV D7¥N 7w 077N Mni7'x

> Ibid. 4
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"The arts bring the classroom environment alive, creating stimulating experiences by

engaging students with learning that suits various learning styles and expressions, thus

motivating and inspiring each student."**

X'DNTIN DYDY ITVY QN 0'71TaN 0NANKD TAK YA N DT MDY 'S
TR N1'N NNAYN .D'N N9WI NNAYN N9WN XK NDINY Ypan whlava |[Npy'vin .Nn"avn
NINTN NINNSNN DA 10D, N'7RY-NTINND DUINN 7w NNI00'NN NINNSNNN N1aNa 'MiInn
nov ,|"Ma0 .a "7 0T 1719 N1ann 7Y NI LT N 7R Nt oy AYNl DTN

2NN DMIA XK'

"Language is a primary factor that binds people to people and people to places. It is used
every day, enabling us to navigate and make meaning of our lives. It is the purveyor of
culture through musical lyrics, theater, newspapers, literature and more. Hebrew is more
than the language of Israel — it is in many ways one of the core threads of Jewish
peoplehood, connecting the Jewish people through time and space. In today’s world, which
can feel at one and the same time very intimate and very isolating, connection has become
essential, something eagerly sought after. If some of the deepest human connections are
forged through language, then it follows that if we want to create a strong sense of Jewish

belonging and peoplehood, Jews must own our shared language, Hebrew."*

D'VO{7V7 MIYP D'M'7WUNN 190N 'MAA [Nl DA 190N NI [N NTA7IN NNavn 2N 0D
D'72100 DI'X DNMAIL ,D'AY7UNN 190N M1 NN NNAYA NIYY NINNY .n7'9NI1 D'YTIN
72 ¥ D2 DITA DT X' NN, NIRNN N1ANY DA X' N9WN NN .NMN2va NNIYY
22N 1T NIDNN DR DAY D7D AN 0TI 7V NI npwn 1KY NIDNN .ANan
NIIYA7? NN9N XA NNAY .NMRNN 20NN N1ANN A1V YD X' NNSYA NNDdnY

NX'N NNannn NNy ninmynn NITIPIN DNXR AT |T'VAI 72vnn N7y Mmann Nl

** Ibid. 11
% Ibid. 2
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"Where does it live? Our answer is that Israel education lives in the totality of the framework
in which it exists. It needs to exist in the school mission — and not simply in the written
credo. The institutional leaders and owners of the framework must believe in it. Educational
leaders are indispensable to the Israel mission. If the Israel mission does not live in their
hearts, the enterprise is threatened or even doomed from the outset. The curriculum,
program, or itinerary — the format contents of the institution — must breathe the Israel
mission. The non-human artifacts that inhabit the venue — walls, halls, trees, busses, music,

holiday foods — must all radiate this mission." *°
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’® Ibid. 4
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"But perhaps most importantly, Israel educators must be able to teach from within. They
must be able to teach from their own selfhood. They must have “become” Israel and it must
be part of their DNA. Like being a Jewish educator in general, teaching Israel must be with
“all the heart, soul, and might” of the educator. It is a total act, one which can only happen

successfully with the courage to teach from within."?’
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"As educators, we hold great power to shape and nurture lifelong relationships between our
students and Israel. Our own broad perspectives and openness to new learning and insights

and our own capacity to draw on a wide range of resources in multi-media are instrumental

in determining the depth and endurance of those relationships." %
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Hatikvah

This activity is aimed for high school students either as preparation for their Israel trip
or as preparation for Yom Hazikaron and Yom Ha'atsmaut.

The lyrics for Hatikva, the Israeli national anthem were adapted from the poem
Tikvateinu (our hope) written by Naftali Herz Imber ‘The Hovevei Tzion Zionist
movement’ and the Zionist congress sung it during their meetings. After the
establishment of the State of Israel it became the unofficial anthem. It was made
official only November 2004!

Let’s learn about the lyrics and music to understand the meaning better:
# First have participants listen to the music, what is the atmosphere it creates? What

message the music sends? Here's a link to a YouTube video of Hatikvah.
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNfNCkTR2Tg&feature=related)

# After participants have listened to the music, divide them in to smaller groups. They
should read and answer the questions below and write down some of what comes up
so it can be shared with the other groups.

Lyrics for Hatikvah (current/modern version)

Hebrew Transliteration English translation
NN 17 TIV 7D Kol ‘od balleivav penimah As long as in the heart, within,
,NMIN "TIN' YO Nefesh yehudi homiyah, A Jewish soul still yearns,
,NNTN 'MX9YI Ul(e)fa’atei mizrach And onward, towards the ends of
NP kadimah, the east,
;'OIN |I'X7 'Y ‘Ayin letziyon tzofiyah; An eye still gazes toward Zion;
mj:{nﬁ:;w ‘Od lo avdah tikvateinu, Our hope is not yet lost,*

Ny 2 alimn Hatikvah bat shnot alpayim, The hope of two thousand years,

,0197X
'9N DV NItD? L/hyot’ am (.:hOfShl To be a free people in our land,
, AN be’artzeinu,

Eretz-tziyon

(v)'Y(e)rushalayim The land of Zion and Jerusalem.

.D"WN 1Y YIX
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*It is believed that this line is a reference to two outside texts: The opening of the
Polish national anthem, Poland Is Not Yet Lost, or to the Ukrainian national anthem,
Ukraine Has Not Yet Perished. The second is to the Biblical allusion to Ezekiel’s
“Vision of the Dried Bones” describing the despair of the Jewish people in exile, and
God’s promise to redeem them and lead them back to the Land of Israel:

CNDIEN NTARI TNy 4w, 0nEx nan’

“...Behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost”) Ezekiel 37:11

Questions for discussion

1.

Take a look at each line individually. What do you think is the most important
word or phrase in each line? Why?

Which line/s, if any, do you think is at the heart of this poem?

The text of the poem is written as a conditional statement. Which lines state
the condition and what is it? Which lines state the outcome?

Look at the grammar of each stanza and note the person and tense each is
written in (first/second/third person, singular/plural, past/present/future). Why
do you think it is written this way? What effect does it being written this way
have?

Look at the first line of the second stanza and the corresponding notes above.
What do you think is the purpose of each reference?

One of the aims of the early Zionists was to take religious ideas and make
them secular. Why you think then Imber do used a line then that references
the bible?

Why do you think God isn’'t mentioned? Is God felt in the text?

Why is this song called Hatikvah, The Hope? What is that hope? Has that
hope been realized?

Do you think Hatikvah is outdated today? Why?
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# Distribute the original poem which Hatikva is based on, read it to the group and
lead a discussion using the questions written below:

Text of Tikvatenu by Naftali Herz Imber

Hebrew Transliteration English translation
N9 117 TV ' Kol-‘od balevav penimah As long as in the heart, within,
,NMIN 'TIN' W) Nefesh yehudi homiyah, A Jewish soul still yearns,

;TP N 'Mr971  Ul(e)fa’atei mizrach kadimah, And onward, towards the ends of

the east,
;NIOIX [IX7 'Y ‘Ayin letziyon tzofiyah; An eye still looks toward Zion;
AT Refrain
JINIPN NTAX X7 TIY ‘Od lo avdah tikvateinu, Our hope is not yet lost,
,MYIN DNIZNN Hatikvah hannoshanah, The ancient hope,

To return to the land of our

IR YIRT QWY Lashuv le’eretz avoteinu,
fathers,

.MN TIT N2 WY La‘ir bah david k'hanah.  The city where David encamped.

Questions for discussion

1. Look at the changes that were made to the original text. What is the
difference between this original version and the modern version above? Why
do you think these changes were made?

2. What do you think about these changes? Is there anything else you would
have changed? Is there anything you would have left the same?

3. In the modern version, some Religious Zionists have suggested the word
"iyoin" “free”, be changed to the word, "wTi" “holy” after a line in Exodus
19:10 in which God commands Israel to be a “holy nation.” What do you think
about this suggestion?

4. Do you think any of the changes that were made changes the meaning of the
text? If so, how?

# To close this activity you may listen again to Hatikva and discuss if they feel
differently then what they felt listening to it before.
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Limmud Hatikva (for adults)

Hatikva, The National Anthem. Should it stay or should it go?

In this activity we will learn, discuss and challenge ourselves with Israel's national
anthem.

The lyrics for Hatikva were adapted from the poem Tikvateinu (our hope) written by
Naftali Herz Imber. The Hovevei Tzion Zionist movement and the Zionist congress
sung it during their meetings. After the establishment of the State of Israel it became
the unofficial anthem. It was made official only November 2004!

# First have participants listen to the music, what is the atmosphere it creates? What
message it sends? Here's a link to a YouTube video of Hatikvah.
http://lwww.youtube.com/watch?v=hNfNCkTR2Tg&feature=related)

After participants have listened to the music, divide them in to smaller groups. They
should read and answer the questions below and write down some of what comes up
so it can be shared with the other groups.

Lyrics for Hatikvah (current/modern version)

Hebrew Transliteration English translation
nn1o 217 TV 7D Kol ‘od balleivav penimah As long as in the heart, within,
,NMIN "TIN' YO Nefesh yehudi homiyah, A Jewish soul still yearns,
,NNTN 'MX9YI Ul(e)fa’atei mizrach And onward, towards the ends of
,NNTR kadimah, the east,
;NIOIX [I'X7 'V ‘Ayin letziyon tzofiyah; An eye still gazes toward Zion;
mj:{nﬁ:;w ‘Od lo avdah tikvateinu, Our hope is not yet lost,*

Ny 2 alimn Hatikvah bat shnot alpayim, The hope of two thousand years,

,0197X
'9N DV NItD? L/hyot’ am (.:hOfShl To be a free people in our land,
, AN be’artzeinu,

Eretz-tziyon

(v)'Y(e)rushalayim The land of Zion and Jerusalem.

.D"WN 1Y YIX
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*It is believed that this line is a reference to two outside texts: The opening of the
Polish national anthem, Poland Is Not Yet Lost, or to the Ukrainian national anthem,

Ukraine Has Not Yet Perished. The second is to the Biblical allusion to Ezekiel's
“Vision of the Dried Bones” describing the despair of the Jewish people in exile, and
God'’s promise to redeem them and lead them back to the Land of Israel:

..."DJEN NTANI 'DINRY 1Y), 06K In°

“...Behold, they say, Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost”) Ezekiel 37:11

Questions for discussion

1.

Take a look at each line individually. What do you think is the most important
word or phrase in each line? Why?

Which line/s, if any, do you think is at the heart of this poem?

The text of the poem is written as a conditional statement. Which lines state
the condition and what is it? Which lines state the outcome?

Look at the grammar of each stanza and note the person and tense each is
written in (first/second/third person, singular/plural, past/present/future). Why
do you think it is written this way? What effect does it being written this way
have?

Look at the first line of the second stanza and the corresponding notes above.
What do you think is the purpose of each reference?

One of the aims of the early Zionists was to take religious ideas and make
them secular. Why do you think then Imber used a line then that references
the bible?

Why do you think God isn’t mentioned? Is God felt in the text?

Why is this song called Hatikvah, The Hope? What is that hope? Has that
hope been realized?

9. Do you think Hatikvah is outdated today? Why?

# Gather the group and share some of what came up in their discussion.
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The religious Zionist parties have suggested using Psalm 126 as the Israeli Anthem.
Discuss the similarities of the texts, why do you think it was rejected?

Psalms Chapter 126 0’905

SDOYNRD , Y N

D9 MD --1PY NDY-NN MM 1V

(Y MIVIY -9 PINY ND N 2
-DY MVYY MM NN --DXN2 NN N
N

DNRY D -0y MVYD M’ TN )

--(MD2Y) NMIAY-NN, MM NIV 4
-333 DPINI

NP2 --NYRTIDOYRD N

SYRD-TYN NYY --NO, 722 700 )
DPDPYN,NYY -2 N1-N2

1 A Song of Ascents. {N}

When the LORD brought back those that
returned to Zion, we were like unto them
that dream.

2 Then was our mouth filled with
laughter, and our tongue with

singing; {N}

then said they among the nations: 'The
LORD hath done great things with these.'

3 The LORD hath done great things with
us; we are rejoiced.

4 Turn our captivity, O LORD, as the
streams in the dry land.

5 They that sow in tears shall reap in joy.

6 Though he goeth on his way weeping
that beareth the measure of seed, {N}
he shall come home with joy, bearing his
sheaves. {P}
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Every year around Israel's national holidays (Yom Ha'shoa, Yom Ha-zikaron and
Yom Ha'atsmaut) there is a discussion whether Hatikva is our national anthem, after
all some of the citizens of Israel are not Jewish. Should a national anthem reflect the

entire society? Why do countries have national anthems?

One of the songs suggested to be the Anthem is a poem called: Ani Ma'amin - |

believe Shaul Tchernichovsky:

Rejoice, rejoice now in the dreams

I the dreamer am he who speaks
Rejoice, for I'll have faith in mankind
For in mankind I believe.

For my soul still yearns for freedom
I’'ve not sold it to a calf of gold

For I shall yet have faith in mankind
In its spirit great and bold

That will cast off binding chains
Raise us up, hold high our heads
Workers will not die of hunger

For souls — release, for poor folk — bread.

Rejoice for I have faith in friendship
I'll find a heart — in this I've faith —
A heart that shares in all my hopes,
A heart that feels both joy and pain.

And I shall keep faith in the future,
Though the day be yet unseen
Surely it will come when nations
All live in blessed peace.

Then my people too will flourish
And a generation shall arise

In the land, shake off its chains
And see light in every eye.

It shall live, love, accomplish, labor
In the land it is alive

Not in the future, not in heaven —
And its spirit shall henceforth thrive.
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A poet shall sing a new poem, , MIYN 'Y UTN WY TR

His heart aware of beauty sublime Y 127 22wl 191
For him, that young man, above my tomb Map 7yn X7 17
Blossoms in a wreath shall twine. .17 10777 D'NND

Written in Odessa in 1892. Translated from Hebrew by Vivian Eden.
# Lead the group in discussion using these guiding questions: What is

Tchernichovsky's vision in this poem? What values are reflected in the poem? What
are the pros and cons for this to be Israel's national anthem?
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This is Jerusalem! For teens
Face the challenge!

Jerusalem is a reality, it's a concept. Jerusalem is yearning, Jerusalem is history. It's
heavenly and earthly, it's the soul of a nation, it's the body of Israel, it's the capital of Israel
it's the center of the world. Its past, present and future.

Mordechai Naor

Our goals in this activity are to introduce the complexity of Jerusalem, challenge
participants with dilemmas that Jerusalem residents are faced with, and how it affects
daily life.
Opening:

On the board write in bold letters the word Jerusalem Have the participants say out
loud all they know/heard/think about Jerusalem. Write it all around the bold word so
you will have it as a background.

Next, share with them what stands behind the exhibit, in the text below (preferably
explain the idea in your own words!) ask them to split into small groups and compile
a list of characteristic of Jerusalem as they understand from the teacher’s words and
pictures.

When finished they need to present it to the group either in a poster /song /drawing \
map of city etc

About the exhibition:

The ‘Jerusalem Educators’ photo exhibit is part of the ‘This is Jerusalem:
Celebration of Jerusalem Day. This year a coalition of Jerusalemites who believe in a
better and pluralistic future for the city offered myriad ways to express their views on
Jerusalem.

The offerings included unique photography exhibits, outdoor events and specialized
tours connecting past and present to the future.

In this exhibit, through the faces of the city’s educators we see the future and hope of
Jerusalem. The ‘Jerusalem Educators’ exhibit tells the story of 12 educators from a
variety of schools across the city. Each and every one of them is committed to an
educational mission which they practice in their daily work. They connect their
students with different and varied backgrounds, to recognize the multitude of faces in

this unique city.
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These unique educators bring to their students a spirit of openness to the other and a
belief in their abilities as human beings created in the image of God. Getting to know
them provides a stage for the amazing educational work in our schools and to the

hopes of the future generation in Jerusalem.

As closing unit to this activity we're going to use one of the most known Jerusalem's
bands: Ha-dag Nachash. In their song 'Here | come- Hine Ani Ba- xa 'ax min' they
offer us a contemporary, rap version of the city.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kke3gP10pi4

(The lyrics below are more accurate than the ones on the clip itself)

After listening to the song and reading the lyrics have participants go back to 'their’
Jerusalem to see if they would like to add or change or leave it as it is and why!

Here | come

Hiney ani ba — X2 "IX NN

Jerusalem - city that’s worth a bomb

Walk down the street feels like the ingathering of the exiles
1000 cultures

Everyone has a brother and 9 sisters

Arabs — okay (beseder)

Haredim in the Heder

And everyone picks up God on the radio
After Teddy Jerusalem declined fast

Day by day Tel Aviv shone brighter

Friends left or got close to the creator of the
Boring

No seaside

Thoughts of leaving
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Took me three years to make the decision
Pack my stuff in the suitcase

From the village to the city

Going down...

Tel Aviv — Here | come! — Hiney Ani Ba!
I’'m on my way — /x2 2x 10

I've come to sweat — Hiney Ani Ba!

Wow! How many breasts!

Burnt my eyes

After two years of Sodom and Gemorrah
Don’t recognize myself in the mirror
Because you’re the only one | swear

| know mingle blend and hang with the owners of all the discos
Now that I’'m ‘in’ realize it’s not all glamour
So much noise

So much soot

Give me lawns

Give me a tree

All day spent on hello, shalom

The rent, money, the crazy humidity
Then | get it

| had paradise in my hands

Thoughts of leaving

Took me three years to make the decision
Pack my sins in the suitcase

From the city to the village

In the direction of

43



Jerusalem — Here | come — Hiney Ani Ba!
Return to you—/x2 Ix 0

To thy walls — Hiney Ani Ba!

For you are the only one | swear
Returned to Jerusalem

Here the hummous is good for sure
Give me calm give me quiet

A bit of a yawn will do no harm

Yalla Betar!

Yalla village life!

The key is to be happy

Here | come....

Tel Aviv — Here | come! — Hiney Ani Ba!
I’'m on my way — /X2 2x 10

I’'ve come to sweat — Hiney Ani Ba!

Because you’re the only one | swear
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This is Jerusalem! Activity for teachers:

On Teaching
Kahlil Gibran

No man can reveal to you aught but that which already lies half asleep in the dawning of your
knowledge.

The teacher who walks in the shadow of the temple, among his followers, gives not of his
wisdom but rather of his faith and his lovingness.

If he is indeed wise he does not bid you enter the house of his wisdom, but rather leads you to
the threshold of your own mind.

The astronomer may speak to you of his understanding of space, but he cannot give you his
understanding.

The musician may sing to you of the rhythm which is in all space, but he cannot give you the
ear which arrests the rhythm nor the voice that echoes it.

And he who is versed in the science of numbers can tell of the regions of weight and measure,
but he cannot conduct you thither.

For the vision of one man lends not its wings to another man.

And even as each one of you stands alone in God's knowledge, so must each one of you be
alone in his knowledge of God and in his understanding of the earth

= Think of a time, a person who taught you in light of Kahlil Gibran's ethos or
teachers that left their mark on you.

Hagit Lazarus

Teacher of music, Halacha and literature teacher; high-school coordinator at the
Hartman Midrasha for Girls.(Orthodox)

It is important for me that the girls feel as though they are part of the Jewish-religious
story and that they need to be loyal to it, to tradition and to Halacha, all while being

knowledgeable in Jewish texts. It is important to me to instill in them loyalty to the
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State of Israel, to democratic values in hope and aim of creating a just and moral
society that cares for all. At the same time, I find it important to offer them knowledge
in a variety of subjects so that they grow up to be educated curious women who are
involved in the modern world. For this reason, I educate them to develop high self-
awareness, to be personally empowered and to aim at reaching high to a place where
they will feel satisfied and happy.

I teach music and literature. These lead to developing sensitivities and an ability to
listen. To my understanding, our world is like music: if each one of us plays out of a

desire to listen, we can create a magnificent tune.

Rabbi Yishai Lipschitz

Teacher at the ultra-Orthodox high-school —Yeshivat“Hachmei Lev”.

I educate my students to live for short term and long-term goals; goals which have an
endless value and ones with an end-value; goals which they will decide upon
themselves, with my guidance. The student must listen to himself, to his fellow-men,
to his surroundings and identify in him and in others the Godly element in order to be
able to respect himself and others and help others.

Many times, people who live in Jerusalem are motivated by ideology and caring for
the other. We must all recognize the difference between what is important and what is
unimportant. We must overcome personal interests for the sake of the really important
aims of the general public. If people do not unite around a serious goal, we will not be

able to achieve anything.

Yisharag (Ishai) Zauda

Kindergarten teacher at Gan Haim, Kehillat Mevakshei Derech (Reform)

As part of the desire to become familiar with diversity, I chose to celebrate the Sigd
holiday with the children and their parents. In the preceding weeks I spoke with the
children about my life in Ethiopia when I was their age, five years old, as a Sheppard.
I brought photographs of myself and my family; I told them about my house there.
They could not believe; could not comprehend how I was a Sheppard when I was
their age. I was eight and a half years old when I made Aliya to Isracl. When
reminded of this and watch the children, I am amazed by the differences between my
childhood and theirs. My ancestors dreamt of coming to Eretz Yisrael (the Land of
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Israel), and more than anything, to the holy city of Jerusalem. I have been privileged
to live here, at the heart of the State of Israel, and work in Education. This is a many

generation dream come true.

Yardenah Hemo

Teacher and activist at, Kedma School, Katamonim (Secular and Social Democratic

School)

What leads me is the desire to repair the wrongdoings of the education system and to
provide real educational equality to residents of my community. Then, in the most
natural way, love grows. . I found amazing and smart children and an intelligent team,
sensitivity and an ability to embrace grown out of deep understanding, great love,

constant learning and a strong will to create change.

For me, an exciting accomplishment is part of the daily routine when I leave a
classroom, knowing that today they learned something new, even if it is something
about themselves.

Knowing that I lead a meaningful educational dialogue and serving as a role-model

fills me with great satisfaction.

Bentzi Phaber

Teacher and director of the theater department Zelisberg High School (Secular)

I enjoy watching the students grow within the theater department, take responsibility,
mature and become devoted. I enjoy seeing them move from being students who work
for the teacher to students who do it for themselves. Seeing them deal with social
challenges, fears, personal issues, maturing learning something from it- and moving
on.

I would like to see Jerusalem succeed in enabling different and varied schools to
grow, to also have options for whom it is harder. Jerusalem is my city, the city I grew
up in; this is my community — the egalitarian Minyan ‘Hakhel.” I believe Judaism
must find a way to integrate values in which we believe, with the fabric of our daily

lives.
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Yuval Tzur

Vice-principal of Ilanot School for Special Education, Gonnenim (serving Jews,
Christians and Muslims)

Sometimes when people come to the school, they meet the children on wheel-chairs,
children who are paralyzed, some with retardation, and there is a sort of shock. They
ask me how I can work at such a place. I feel that in a way I was blessed. Every day I
learn what really is important.

Jerusalem, being such a diverse city, is a comfortable ground for a school like ours to
grow. It is a very special school which literally combines diversity — Jewish,
Christians, Muslims, Ultra-Orthodox and secular people and they all live in peace
with each other because there is a a level of understanding that there is a human equal
common ground for all. The situation, the work and the ideology force you to put the

differences aside, and this is the everyday proof that it is possible.

Annie Coreland

Senior Teacher of Drama, Math, and Enrichment for Gifted Children at the Keshet
School (Secular and Modern Orthodox)

For me, working in education for me is a true celebration. It is my calling; not only
because of what the students receive from me, but because the educational process
taking place and renewing every day that fascinates me.

I teach drama, and when I see a shy child with no self-confidence, reciting lyrics,
singing, dancing on stage and doing things he never dreamt he could do, I know I
have met my goals.

Teaching in Jerusalem is fulfilling a long-time Jewish dream. For 18 years in
Morocco and France, when 1 recited the sentence “next year in Jerusalem” I really
meant every word. I celebrate Jerusalem’s diversity and one of my educational goals
is that anyone who lives in this city will feel that Jerusalem is their home precisely

because he or she brings to it their cultural, religious and personal uniqueness.

Ariella Reshef

Homeroom teacher, Bible and English teacher, Denmark High-School, Katamonim

(Secular) Orthodox LGBT activist
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In my everyday work I encourage my students to deal with difficulties and challenges,
and not to run away from them as many of them are used to. My students have
experienced many failures in their past and the messages they have received have
made them believe that they cannot succeed. It is important for me to be there for my
students and make them believe in themselves just as I believe in them.

Ariella lives in the Katamonim neighborhood; married to Vered and believes that
“Jerusalem is a complex city with a very diverse population. For me, teaching in
Jerusalem means introducing my students to people who live next to them and are
different from them and educating them on tolerance towards those who are

different.”

Joel Shpitz

Teaches at Mekor Haim — ‘Shefa’ Orthodox Boys High-School; social coordinator
and a member of the establishment and management team. Jewish studies teacher
with a specific focus on Talmud.

My path to education was natural and from a young age, which grew out of a sense of
curiosity, love and a deep belief in people. In everyday education I try to spark
happiness, belief and curiosity in my students. I try to provide my students with a
cognitive, behavioral environment along with stimulants by which they will be able to
deepen their Jewish identity and allow it grow. I want them to acquire a solidified
brave identity on the one hand, yet flexible and dynamic on the other. I am filled with
joy and recognition of good when I see how Judaism serves as a source of life and
liveliness for my students. It challenges me to create an educational mix which
combines religious commitment, intellectual open-mindness and a burning Jewish
soul. For me, Jerusalem is the heart of the Jewish people - it feels its pains and dreams
and its future. Educating in Jerusalem means praying every day at the entrance to

school that we will all be worthy of this city.

Batul Salman

Environmental education project coordinator at A-Tur Preparatory School for girls on
Mount Olives.(Muslim School)
Works in the Green Network as organizer of teacher training and student programs,

and Kidron Creek project coordinator through the “Community” organization.
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As a teacher I view my job as a mission. The teacher’s job is not easy, but when s I
see change taking place in the students, all the bad thoughts disappear. For me, it
doesn’t matter where the student came from, or what is his or her religion. I am glad
to teach anyone who is willing to learn. It excites me when students come together for
environmental education. I am impressed by the thought that we began from sorting
out trash, to this day when students conduct research through the groups “from
sustainability to excellence” we have in the school.

I have been a teacher in Jerusalem all my life and this is what I want to do for the rest
of my life. As part of the co-existence dialogue at school, we discuss the possibility of
reaching this situation in Jerusalem as well. We have a long way to go, but I want to

believe that it is possible.

Raidh Pa’or

Hebrew teacher at the A-tur School for girls — Mount of Olives (Muslim School)
Teaching Hebrew at an East Jerusalem school is not an easy task. Many times, the
girls’ and their parents’ encounter with Hebrew is not a positive one. In recent years
the Hebrew team has created a revolution in the school regarding this field. A Hebrew
study room was build and an emphasis has been placed on changing the image of
Hebrew vis-a-vis the students. From a scary language the girls fear we have turned it
into something that is fun and important to learn. It is exciting that this is sinking into
some of the parents as well, who told me that they have begun learning Hebrew with
their daughters. I believe that as long as we live in the same country, we at least need
to understand each other. After we are able to communicate, we could go on to work

on living side by side in peace.

Reem Naser Aladin

English teacher at A-Tur School for girls — Mount of Olives (Muslim)

| have been a teacher for the last twenty years. | like and believe in education. | enjoy seeing
the change in my students’ faces. | like seeing them speak English and keeping in touch even

17 years later. This is what fills me with joy and gives me strength.
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| teach English through creativity and art. | believe that in this way |, as well as the students,
enjoy it more and learn more. | produce plays in English and often use the internet sot they

have better access to English language.

My dream is that both East and West Jerusalem receive equal education; that the students

get more personalized attention and that it will be in coherence with the changing reality.
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This is Jerusalem! Community beit midrash

(is) Jerusalem at the center

Our Rabbis taught: A blind man or one who cannot tell the cardinal points should
direct his heart towards his Father in Heaven, as it says, And they pray unto the
Lord.6 If one is standing outside Palestine, he should turn mentally towards Eretz
Israel, as it says, And pray unto Thee towards their land.

7 If he stands in Eretz Israel he should turn mentally towards Jerusalem, as it says,
And they pray unto the Lord toward the city which Thou hast chosen.8 If he is
standing in Jerusalem he should turn mentally towards the Sanctuary, as it says, If
they pray toward this house.

9 If he is standing in the Sanctuary, he should turn mentally towards the Holy of
Holies, as it says, If they pray toward this place.

10 If he was standing in the Holy of Holies he should turn mentally towards the
mercy-seat.

11 If he was standing behind the mercy-seat12 he should imagine himself to be in
front of the mercy-seat.

Consequently, if he is in the east he should turn his face to the west; if in the west he
should turn his face to the east; if in the south he should turn his face to the north, if
in the north he should turn hisface to the south. In this way all Israel will be turning
their hearts towards one place.

R. Abin — or as some say R. Abina — said: What text confirms this? — Thy neck is
like the tower of David builded with turrets [talpioth], 13 the elevation [tel] 14 towards

which all mouths (piyyoth) turn.15

e Is there a place you direct your heart to? How do you do it?
e Is Jerusalem a place like that for you? If so, how?

¢ What do we gain and lose when everyone directs their hearts to one
place?
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Isaiah 2

1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw
concerning Judah and Jerusalem.

2 And it shall come to pass in the end of days,
that the mountain of the LORD'S house shall
be established as the top of the mountains,
and shall be exalted above the hills; and all
nations shall flow unto it.

3 And many peoples shall go and say: 'Come
ye, and let us go up to the mountain of the
LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, and
He will teach us of His ways, and we will
walk in His paths.' For out of Zion shall go
forth the law, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem.

4 And He shall judge between the nations,
and shall decide for many peoples; and they
shall beat their swords into plowshares, and
their spears into pruninghooks, nation shall
not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more. {P}

¢ "And all nations shall flow unto it" what are the characteristics of Jerusalem

as a place that all nations turn to?

e Is Isaiah's prophecy still relevant to our days?

In chapter 62 Isaiah says:

DY PTPOT DL TINIT-5Y )
W NY TR 129050 01-9)-
.02 DT ON--TYT-NN 09007

6 [ have set watchmen upon thy walls, O Jerusalem, they
shall never hold their peace day nor night: 'Ye that are the
LORD'S remembrancers, take ye no rest

e Who are the guards of Jerusalem? Why?

e How does this relate to what David Ben Gurion said about Jerusalem in 1951:

"Jerusalem is the capital of the nation. It is the capital of Jewish history, it is the capital of

the Hebrew spirit, it is the capital of the eternity of Israel. More than all it needs to be an
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example to the whole country, to the whole nation, because Jerusalem does not belong only to

the country, Jerusalem belongs to the nation, it should set an example to all of Israel in its

land and in Diaspora"

Yehuda Amichai, born in Germany, raised in Jerusalem wrote many poems
to/about/for the city. The following poem, All the generations before me, was written

in 1968:

All the generations before me

All the generations before me contributed me

Little by little so I would emerge here in Jerusalem

All at once, like a prayer house or a philanthropy.

That compels. My name is the name of my
contributors.

That compels.

1 approach the age of my father's death.
My will has many patches,

1 have to change my life and my death

Day by day, to fulfill all the prophecies
That prophesied me. So they won'’t be a lie.

That compels.
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1 passed my fortieth year. There are jobs
I cannot get. If I were in Auschwitz

They wouldn't have sent me to work,
They would have burned me right away.

That compels.
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¢ How does this poem reflect on David Ben Gurions words?

e Do Jerusalem residents have a responsibility to the city's future as the center

of the world?
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9th of Av ,axa nyvn Y

A nation without a past - has no present and will A XD TNV DA NN PR- 12y ha Dy
have no future 1
Berl Katzanelson N05%1%D Y12
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A nation that is connected to its past and dreams about its future does not ignore the effects of the
Diaspora, the destruction and the methods of dealing with it. A nation that commemorates the dark
and hurtful days of its past promises a connection for ever, to eternity and greatens the feelings of
being part of a chain of generations....because of that | appose any legislation in the matter or

forcefully imposing mourning....

Rabbi Yuval Sherlow
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“The one who knows to say lamentations will lament whether there written or by heart according to
the wisdom given to him by god. It's a mitzvah on every man to compose lamentations and to say

them in this bitter day....and he who is not capable to compose will read ones written by others....”
From ‘Order of the day’. Rabbi Moshe ben Makir. (A student of Luria)
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The Jewish tradition connects many destruction dates to Tisha b’Av. In the same way that the month
of spring gathers around it all the redemption dates — from leaving Egypt to Independence day — the
month of Menahcem Av gathers to it all the disasters and traumas...there is existential wisdom in
gathering all mourning days in to one date. Life is not an ongoing mourning process. The Jewish
traditions strength is in its love of life and not the rituals of death....in our days | think we should
cancel the ‘Zionist’ Yom Ha’shoa that was set close to the events of the Warsaw Ghetto up rise, and to
bring together all the holocaust memorial days to the historical Shoa day. Tisha’a b’Av can be a host
to commemorating the biggest tragedy and mourning of our days....till then what shall we do with the
existing Tisha’a b’Av?...when Jerusalem is built, its the capital of the State of the State of Israel, we
can’t continue to lament on its ashes, mud and ruins — it’s a blunt contradiction that makes the day
archaic and disconnected from many peoples consciousness. A contradiction that continues ignoring
the religious, theological meanings of the establishment of Israel...the country is a change of direction,
an attempt to break away from the pathological cycle of expulsion, prosecution, destruction, pogroms
and display an alternative of independence and control over our fate....its wrong to commemorate
only the destruction of the former houses without commemorating, in no less intensity, the
establishment of the third house, the State of Israel. | believe it's more worthy to commemorate
Tisha’a b’Av like this: half to be dedicated to lamenting and reading of Eicha and the other half- from
mid day - to be joyous — to have a thanksgiving meal for the redemption that will be accompanied by
reading a different Megila but never the less an obligating one — Megilat Ha’atsmaout, The

Declaration of Independence

Avrum Borg, Av 5765
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Israeli Cooking Night
There is no such thing as Israeli food; there is only food in Israel.

In this activity we aim to explore popular food in Israel and its origins as a way to
learn about different cultures that build up the society in Israel.

This activity is for lower school age. Can also be a family activity.

On a board or sheet of paper draw a circle with the words Israeli food in it. Ask
participants to say what Israeli foods they know/love, write it around the circle.

When they finish show how each one of the food types origin in a different country -
Falafel is Lebanese, Sabich is Iraqi, Apple strudel is Hungarian, Shakshuka is North
African etc.

There is no such thing as 'Israeli food' and that's because Israel is a country of
immigrants. Each community of immigrants brought with them their special dishes
and together all cultures created a mixture that is seen as Israeli food but really is
food in Israel!

Materials:

Prepare 4 tables with ingredients and cooking instructions for each recipe and an
information sheet about the country of origin and the Jewish community there.
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Apple Kugel (Poland)

Ingredients:
1 Box of Noodles (1/2 kg)

5 eggs

2 cup oil

1% cup Sugar
1/5 cup raisons
2 tbsp. Flour

1 tsp. Cinnamon

1 Large sweet apple (Peeled and Grated)

Preparation:

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Boil the noodles and drain. Do not overcook the noodles.

In another bowl mix all ingredients.

Add noodles to bowl.

Rub margarine on a cooking tray. Add mixture to cooking tray.

Cook until brown on top (40 minutes, 350 degrees)
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Borekitas (Turkey)

Ingredients:

For the dough:
-2 cups flour (add more if too watery)
-2 stick soft margarine
-3/4 cup boiled water
-2 tbsp. lemon juice
-pinch of salt
-Knead the flour and other ingredients together
-make 4 different balls of dough
-Roll the balls flat

-Use a cup as a cookie cutter to make cut circles in the dough

Ingredients for the stuffing:

-2 big potatoes

-1 large onion (chopped)

-1 can of mushrooms

-salt/pepper

-4 eggs

-Oil
-Preheat the oven to 350 degrees
-Boil potatoes and eggs in water
-Chop the onion and cook with oil in a pan
-After onion is brown, add mushrooms
-Peel the potatoes and 2 eggs, chop into cubes
-mix all ingredients in the pan with the onions and mushrooms

-add Salt and Pepper
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Stuffing the dough:

-Put 1 spoonful of stuffing into the middle of each circle
-Close the circle in half, and pinch the ends to seal
-Rub margarine on the sheet

-Line the Borekitas on the pan

-Beat 2 raw eggs in a bowl, rub the egg on the borekitas, and add sesame seeds to
the top of each one

-Cook on 350 degrees, until brown on top (20 minutes)
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Sabich (Iraqi)
Ingredients:

-Eggs (one per person)
-2 eggplant

-Pitas (one per person)
-Hummus

-Cucumbers
-Tomatoes

-Onion

-Salt/pepper

-Olive Oil

-Lemon

-Tea bag

Preparation:

-Peel the eggplant, cut into thin slices
-Put eggplant on a plate, and salt it
-Boil the eggs in water, add the skin of an onion, and one teabag to the water

-Chop the cucumbers, tomatoes, and onion, into very very very small pieces, mix
together and add salt, pepper and lemon juice.

-Fry the eggplant in a pan of ol
-After eggs have turned brown and boiled, take them out peel and slice.
-Every pita gets:

-Hummus

-3 slices of eggplant

-One egg cut up

-salad
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Coocoo Zabzi (Persian)

Ingredients:

-2 bunches of Parsley
-2 bunches Cilantro

-2 bunches Dill

-1 bunch green onions
-2 regular onions

-1 cup Matzah meal
-7 eggs

-salt/pepper

Preparation:
-Finely chop: parsley, cilantro, dill, and green onions.
-Grate the regular onion

-Mix all together, add salt/pepper (don’t put too much salt, taste every time you add a
pinch)

-Add 5 eggs into the mixture (if still too dry, add 1 or 2 more eggs)
-add the Matza meal

-In a deep pan, add 1 inch of oil

-Take 1 palm full of mixture, drain the liquid out as best you can
-Mold into a pattie

-Put in oil and fry until golden brown on both sides

-Put on a plate with napkins to drain the oil
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