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PRJ!iF.t.CB 

Tb• »•ohllta of Rabbi Simon ben Yochai,like all other oo.t.lectiou 

of Ki~ oontaina ~ theological. and ethi cal concepta. It 1e th• 

purpoH of tM1 th••it to briag to light the more important oan. 

Tb• manuscript referred to ia thil thHil wae compiled bf Dr. 

D. Hottaann,ud first appeared in the Hebrw publication 

In 1905 the manuscript wu publi1hed in rranttart a.II. under the 

title "Kechilta d .. Rabbi Simon b. Jochai", oh halacbilchor und 

bas_gad11chor Midru»a 1• Exodus. 
r1,C l l MO M~? l' O "n 1 0~ 1~0 ~~ ·~~l ' 1: 1 1,0~ '~1 1 Mn' ' ~Ow 
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ill reteronce1 to the Mechilta are gben bJ tlle page nmber ia the 

malluscri pt,tbe only known edition. 

Tb• manuscript in it• 'resent tona tollon the Biblical ohapter 

and nne and ii not dirld1d into eectiona u the Uechilta of Ishmael 

11. It it poedble,ho.enr that in an eatlier form thi• Keobilta wae al10 

clirldecl ~ctiou ,for we find in th• tut letter• whi ch would HU t o 

indicate t~at tbi• uewaption 11 trae•••I• 118.1189 112,137,138,140,141, 

142 etc. 

I ha" aleo endMYored to compare the Uechilta of Si.8on with the 

Jilecbilta of Itbm.81, and wberenr 'Nth Wechilta agree I ha .. 10 giyen the 

reference to the tractate or I1mel • In all ca1 .. where th• chapter and 

Yerae ot the K1chilta d' I1blllael~not recorded,the reference 11 to the 

ume nree u that in th• llecbilta of Simon. f.-ry rarelf do both Jleobilta 

ban tbe , ... wording. It the text i• better iD the uec)ita of I1blllael,tb• 

tatter text ii quoted in the tootnote.U tbe HIM idea ie nr1ed in both 



· Wechilta, bui ginn from two d.Uterent authoriUH,••Dtion u made in tb• 

footnote. 11henner the note ot the editor,D.Hott..nn,11 ot Yalu• in 

underatanding the text, it ii alao quoted in the footnote. Th• traulations 

of tbe Biblical ••r••• follow the J .. iab Publication Societ1'• ren41tion 

in moat caHa; bow .... er 1ometimea a different tranalation ia nace11a17 to 

make tbe llidrub undernandable. In auch hltanc11 I ha'H ginn .., own 

t l"IUlllation. 
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CH;...PTI:R I 

The v ord ··ekilt a i s n Ar e.-:i<=.1c · or d c'rr es•nnding t o t he ·1ebr ew 

,,. . .. d . ,, . 
_.:.a t.n .. 1eaning ::. - et:.& ·re of cac :..ci~-.. <>-oC.

1
i'!1 i ts lar:;er sense;\. Jl lect ion 

\ ( -.:.. 

of r:J l es of int er pr et c:.t · on , a treatise or : t r a ct . Thi !? !'lU..'lle has been 

:iven to c:llecti~ns o~ scriptur al colll.Jents bec~use t~ey co'!'lt a in 

exe: t s e s based '..lpon "ixed r ul es . 

Dur l'!'l; the '!' .~1 ,•1dicu.:. _ays c..n A..'!'l:er pr et e r of the ~~i.dr~sn v:as called 

.lF.n of r ules . ( 1) e have ext a nt t ro ~ekl:t s 

to ~he Loo~ of Exodus , the fi r st and 3ost w~ll .no•1 , the ~e~ilta ~ · 

r ~.-:.~ael ce l led 'cy most noder n scholcrs "our .ef.il ta" ; (2' c.nd c. r e cently 

edited ~i r~ sh ~o ~1e look of ~xoius cell~~ the ~~:ilta n• R~b Si~on ~en 

"(och:..i . 

Hoffoa.n , t:H .. e itor, f eel s t nat the Sbon 'ekilte. '7 f: ;mown 1n t ne 

&..bylo?1it.n SC!tool s , (: ~ a.lt:-:o'.1ch thr o·J_;:;n ut T·. :.:nv~ i ccl l it er l:'.t ..ir e t r.ere 

see.ms to c e no .ae ~- Lm of i t. ·:1e f ; nd r efer e., r ee- to it , ha¥:ever, b y 

~edieval . Ulnors. Some r e r e r to a :·e~ilt A der ~Eb Si~on or t Mekilta 

1- Lev. R iii. 

2- Most .:io-: ern s chol o.rs - ?e k of thi~ liG 11 11nsere ··ec~-i.li..c.1.'1 vilie: n. ~offmcn 
"Zur -:.inle ~t·.;n- •n die :.:e chilte. C: e ': bbi '.: hon ben 'ocha{ i n !ahrbuch 

.:. ~r ,ruc i s ch- Lit er e.ris,. 1: en tiac;~llschaft· 5666-1906 p . 194 

3 - zur !:.inl.-.itung in :ie ''.e .ult e:.. ce5 Re.bbi S :non ben Ye c:1ei p . 2~ . 

(l) 



Aqr i ta der aeb Simon or a Mekilta A.Qeret. Nachmanf des in his com

mentary ( 1) r efers to it . Rabbi Tedres ttalevi in his "1ork "'sefer Hareain" 

and also in his ro rk 'bzer ~akabedn~akes ref er ence to it . V.e also find·the 

collect ion me ntioned in "Elijah Uizrechi ' s c?:m:J9ntary on Rashi ' e com:nentary •"' 

the Pente.teuch . 

Rab Sherotov ben Abraha.D i n hi ; '~1igd!ll Oz:' a co!l1'1lentLr y, the )raQ'' of 

~aimonedes ~nd like· ise Rab Mayer ibn Gabbai in ~is ~:>rk'fi'oleat J8.!l.~ob·( ~ ) 

a lso .:ia.<e .llent ion of our col lection. 

T'ner e a re .nany and varied <!ir ficulties inv".>lved in a diecussion or 

the col l • ct ion ltno\"·n as the Mei<i.l ta d' R!:b Simon ben ·rocha.i. Som!! o! the 

quest i.ona which seem t •J puz zl e t hose int. er e;ted in this work are a Who 

is tl'le author ? Wh en was i.t r edacted? By v hom? I s it per missible to 

gather ~uch a c l le~tion and call i t by this n::.me? 

Dr . David Zvi qoff~oa!'l r i: c nstr ucted from various SJurces a Y::> :-Y. v:nich 

he has ca lled the t!.edl t a C.eJ Rabbi Simon ben ~ochai , Bin Halac~ ii;ciler ,,,,,(, 

flaggadisher ~!id ras c!l zu Exo j us. His v:o:-k fi r st p,:ee.red in t he ~ebre11; 

..'lonthly"Lia- Pelas ; (3~ and was republished b)• J . Ke.uf:m--'l in 1905 . 

Leopold Zunz, an e 3 ~ent ni neteenth century Hebraic scholar, thou~ht 

it a Kabbalistic work. Dr. !.! . H. Landauer felt t nat t he ·:eki ta d ' I sl-::nael 

anci tn'3t .,f Sbon o.i;-ere i oen7 ice.l . J. Perles i n ::i.n a rti · l e Tri tten in the 

1 - Levit i cus x i i x: 31, xxiii : 24, e~~ ~xocius xiv:l9, xx i: 2 , xxii:l2 

2- 63-b i n Kre.kO\'. 1570 

3· Vol 5. I - IV 

(2) 
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••t.ione.tsschr ift" (1) i.:lt.imed that t he maxims of Simon f ound i n the 

Me kilta d' ! shine.el constituted ti'le so- .· alled :!:ex: i l te. d ' R:!.b Simon ben 

Yo.:nai . Friedme.n , nov.ever, in his edrt i on of the J..!e ldlt a d ' Ish.'.llael , 

v:ns the first to clti:n thet there \Vas a diet , net ion bet'°een the i.lettil ta 

d' Ishl.aael ~ nd tb~t of Simon. ( 2) 

Before 1905 ma~y people f elt t~~t the Sifr e de Be Ra of the Talmud 

to Exodus v a~ i de:1tical \:-l.th the l~edlta de Re.b Si.non . iioff.nan . l'lov1ever, 

in e.n art J.cl e e rt i .led 'zur i~f.eitung io Die '.'elCJ. l t a -~ Rabbi Si:non 
,, 

ben f.> cha i (3 ) oaint o-.1!1s tha.t "t 11ere are ;aa11_; dir·er _nces which 1·ouvince 

him i;h~t ooth tne e foreme.:tioned b· .. oks wer e :.r awn from otner sour ces. 

Ho_ rma.n is inclined to oelieve i; n1 t t he !Je~J.lta des Rab Simon ia 

to be i denti t ied vu tu i;_,e Tanna d ' be l;hiskiya, r eae.cted ny ~ ..... ~ ki, a 

ben Rabbi Cm.JS.· •• offrnan fur ther contends ths.t the use of t he name 

Rabbi ~ imon hen Yocnai , is due to the fact tn&t . i rst l y it begi no ".::.th 

a t uota tion f r om Simon ben Yo ... hai and e. eC'ondl y many seut ences ther ein 

have been attr:u ·ted t o him. 

Dr . Loui s Ginjberg ';cv.ever ! i!"l nis e.rt i.le ''ne r Anteil Rabbi Simon 

. ,, I f ~'}I 
~!I der U:n zugeschr~berlYMeit ilta to be f oundT/f s tscnrift zu Israel 

Levy 's Siet llt igsten Gebu&tag , Pr eslau 1 ·11 ) r ef·Jtes this as v:ell as 

the st e.tei:ient of Levy v ho be j_ieveE tna t v e have nwned t his ~.li.lr&.sh by 

1- 1858 p . 145 

2- 1$70 , Vienna , r . 54 

:; - To be fo.And in Jahrbuch des ,TUdisc •Lit ,;r~risc"'ie !l ~esellsch~rt 5666 , 1;05 



t he ne.me or Rab Simon 'ller ely bece.use the boo.c begins V'ith a quot ation 

fro 1 thh second century Te.nna . G.:.nserg r ight f l l y !'oi nts out tha.t it 

la ver y impracticable to bei i n a Midraeh with the t~ird cht.pter or a .,._, _,. 

acript uru.l book. Those 'ho point to the i.!ed lta d ' R11b I&hoael a.a a 

refutation or Ginsber; ' a posi tion ( for 1:G kn0\7 thi...t Iehllle.el 1 a l!ekilta 

begi na ~ith Chapter xii of Exodus) ay be an&~ered by the f~ct hat there 

is a defi nite r eason for beginning the ::e .. ilta •nth Chapter xii. Chapter 

xii begin" •dth t he f irst l a111a given t o Israel and f or t hat reason ~ 

we "ell awar e t hnt the i;eki lta of I ah:llael o;,ens its exegesia there. -

1 

!1in~berg a l so feels that HJ f fman ' a other nrgu.:ient, na ely t hc..t mnny 

senten~a h~ve been ottri but ed to Simon ben Yochai and f or that r eaaon t he book 

is so na.Aed, is l ikewise inade~uate. 

The ~e~ilta d ' Rab ~ lm1n t en Yochai belongs to the Aiti ba School rather 

th~h~t of !sh::lael. Theae two school s of thou~ht exieted side by s ide. 

Dr . Herman Strack in his •Einle.itung zu~almud 11nd ' '.i dr ai.h "'says, "The 

expert au;,.y easily r eco3niie t he ;,:idra.shilll of the School of Ich.11ael, in the 

first p l bce by t ne ntl!lle& of the te~cher• cited, e . g . Josiah and Jonathan, 

which occur ne ither i n the othe r TearC.tic ''i dr ashim nor in the 'isbna or 

Toaepht&I secondl y, by certain tE cbilical ter:na. '' (1 ) 

The school or A"iba .Jore often uses the "te~ Sho.ve.h.,whereas 

Jsb.~ael ia cor e likely to proceed acc ,r~ing t o t he rule~Kelal ~rat: 
Alti to. v·ent so far as to use peculiariti~s of lan uv.ge , doul'ling of 

l - Engl ish editi~n p . 206 J. - 5 . 1931 

( 4 ) 



expreseions s.nd vuri~us other seeningl y for~ e~ inter~retutiJn& f or 

hia eedu ct i ons. Ic.h.:ia.el , on t he othe r -.,~ !'ld , rejected all such 

he r .neneut i c s • 

The Taan.a.i:ol a p '>ee.r Lrig L"l t --e i.:e ilta d • R~ b Si.a')n ar e t he :e.me t.s 

~ 
tho~e cit ed in t he !~idr~she O.e be ~e.b v.hich are of course t i1ose belong-

i ng to the iJciba school. On t he ot~ er ha.no w8epea& those who ~re men-

ti Jned in t he school of Ish.ce.el a re alr:io6t ent il'ely l a c:d11g . f{of fman 

says tha t Achi . a r .. 'os haiah ::ioe~ not 5.f>!Jea r in the .i:ianuscr ipt. However 

I find that L Tanna of this ~;:.;ne appee.rs once . (1 ) 

Cn the other hund, Rab Ise.a c tho is not to be ! ound i n t he gen-

uine pe.rtr. of the l.'.edlti:l. C: • Reb Si:non ti.;J :-ec.r~ twent.y-six t:Wes in 

I Sh..:lael 8.nO :~ba '!C.m.ln \';he is t o \;e found in t he Ji i dr e.eh I:.hJlael O.nd 

Sifr e to · 1~ber6 is ·1ot to be fY-ind in the -·e.<ilt a 01f :Ji:non. Isi ben 

Je~1uac...h , the B• bylonian Joseph , oft en t 'l:.e fo ·..;.nd '>.ith variant nwnea1 

in ':'al!nucica l lit e r at11r e Lp pear s but tv. i ce i:i our n~~( l46 and 

1 53) . The &>byloni....n Rt.bbi !~e.the.n v ho is GW:>ted f i!'ty- o!'.le t i.:nes in the 

;,~e.:eilta of I sh.:1ael and t :1 irty- l'line timeo in the Sifre to Numbers £:._ .;:ea r s 

but a ff1f; times l n ~he l • ga~istic port ions of our mc.nu~ cript; t>nd Rc...bbi 

.. ·uaah b6l l Bet a ra a'J~ ee.rs tut tv ice . (2) 

Rabbi ::. i.aon .i. n the le~alisti c ;ort lone of the ma."!uscri~t ;no1ot 

oft &n D.piJe&.r s without ·; is pe.tro7 .act ' hich is i:uite usual i !'.l the 

1- :~~-nu:. er i pt 161 

2- :1.anus cript 161 , 107 

(5) 



e 
... idr\• he de be Rt..b. T'ne :!e lcilta tie Reb £imon has !luch besities in co1I1J1on 

v:i tb the .'idrashe ce be Rub but is diEti!lg~tished from the !:ifre to 

Deuteronomy . T'ner e a re c .:>ntained in the ·ed l ta de Reb Simon l!l&11y explan-

ations of scripture v:11ich are not in acco r de.nce 'l'. i th t ne curre.nt inter-

pretation to be found i:t o~her sources of t. r adi• ..:.on e.nd also :nuch ne\"' 

mater1~l is to ~ e f ound therein. 

Hoff.nan in ~is a r ticle he.s st. ::..ted that v·e ""O&r>ess but a fer authentic 

t exts, \'.hicb v;ere found in 1:. "Genizah" . They E>.re =ianuscr i pts 12 , 1ote 5 

to ma1~'J.sc ript 14, note 60; ms. 118, note 6 t o ms. 119 , note 90; ms. 137, 
r;., 0 

note 2 to 145, !tote 2 . TJ·. e remainder \'i i!.6 to.ken f r om the ~.~idrash '1a~~ap. 

Lewy i n :ii s r..rlicle .. Si n · ort !Jber di e :~ekiltr de/Rab SLnon''(l) said 

tne.t J·..1ch of t nis .:Lrash :.s to be f ound in the ::i :1rash · 1~ nnd tnat 

it :..s ..iost probable thP..t mu::h of the .Jr. nus en pt may be acce pted \. ithout 

too ::iuch criticism. Concer ;ing the hage;aaic pc.rts , 1uch in both the 

Jje~ilta cie I~hme.el a~d t hat of ~ imon &re e i mil e r for Chis~iah ithe re~uted 

r Edactor of tte Me~ilta of Si mon, received Juch of the ha[ ; a di c tradit i on. 

rt is also pr obable tn:.> t the l.fidr:--.sh l!ag£;ocial had at its dis posal the 

:.:e~iH o. de R bbi Ish::l&.el from v·hich it took nany of its idPas . 

Gi~erg ( 2 ) is of the opi ·ion -tn~t C 1iskicll ben RP..bbi 9ayas v:as t he 

r ede..cte r &nd that due to the style s.11d the her.::iene..1tics it is definitely 

1- I. Le\'"i : ..,: .1. n ···ort ube r die ~e c hilt f' des R. Si.Jon{" · 
Je.hres~bericht des Judisch- tbeologisch~n Semin&r s , 
:!"r ~nckelischer Sti!tungs Bresl~u.1889 

2- ! . i ir. \ berg!ber Anteil qabbi ~~~ons an der i :'lm Zugeschr iebenen ~ec ilta~ 
I ? (" !Otschrift zu Is r ael Lav:y ' s S i cbz i gstea Gebortet2.!;s Breslau~ 

1911. 

{5 ) 



a pi:.rt of the Akibe. school . 'l"ne view• of Akiba are i;.Lnost alt.aye 

reprocuced ~hereaa Rabbi I r twl· el ' a opi~tl.one are e~~ner i gnored or 

expr essly provided ~ith .:i s ,,une. Ther e ar e t o be ~o .md t'lo pl aclls 

where Akiba i s le~ out and t ne adverse opinionn ar e ci t ed as 

(?:xodus xiii :9 and xxii:~ Lev. y bel i ev s t n~t Juch of t ee Me~ilta 

de Reb Siaon i s not to oe f 'lund i n t ne 1'P.l~udic l! i :ir ' 'Bhic liter :-t u.r e 

at 11.l l . 

Gi n/berg s nows t h t due to cor r optione in the text of Jer. Feah I1 

15 d , Simon'• granc~on i s 1~· ::nt, not R· bbi Simon hi.'!l ~ elr and r;oat in 

't.he question of hono • .Lng l)ne ' s fat ner ano .aother Simon' a grandson 

goea even a step further -nan h l.B grand f~ther, wnich would not contr~ -

diet Si..llon'• vi ew in the :!ekilta. G.1.1u1berg & ... so ftjela toot in :u..ny 

cases Rab $l140D has been misqu oted for R~b Ishlll&el. ( 1) 

Simon in the Pe~ saya Ginsberg , i s ne:r .nentionecl wit !iout 

hi& patronyxn. LfmY ri nd& SO:tle or Si..;;on' s ·-{aggad7h v;hich he t ·.ink• 

should ~)pear in t he i~ nuscript b~t does not, e. i . that deali ng ~itb 

the breastpl ate of t he high pr i est fo nd i n ~anticlea Rabbe.h !110 and 

Tanch~na {ed. ~uber ) II112 and a~ain in Cant icles Rabbah V1l6 ~here 

~n aggadah concer .ing t he revel~tion on Sinai is ~uoted. Ginsberg 

un611'era that the ~hown in t he aro re ~e ' ioned Aggadat belonga 

to Deuter onomy v, 22 and not :::Xodue xx1 l6 and t herefor e it is not 

to be expected in our ~~nuGcript. LeT1y seems t o think our manus cr i pt 

haa le&al isma contrar y to the viev;s of Rabbi Simon • 
• 

1- Pesi chte Rnbs.ti .x·tii 78 v. ; '~e'dlte. Bo I. 

(7) 



I n Babyloni'/i\iddushin 18 a , it sa~s a ccor di ng t o Si .. on t hc.t 

a r a t her ·nay sell hi s ~inor d~ught er i nt o ol uve ry only once and t hen 

only i ! she has .iot been .:10.r r i ed before . To the ver s e ( l ) "to sell 

her unt o a atr&nge n&tion he sh~ll ha ve no power seei ng he he.a> deal t 

decei tf:.illy \' i t li her" Rabbi Si Jlon s ays t he fi rst v:h J oealt ceceit fu l l y 

rith her nd di vor ced h er • Jes not have ?er~iasion t o m~ke her t. s l ave. 

Lewy c i ntBnds t hat t his Gt ~te ent contr .di-ts t nat attri tut ed t o fu.i.bbi 

SL.ion i n t he To.Laud and should t nis c.>ntent i'>n o r L~Y be j ust ified t hat. 

VOUl d t nrow possible doubt on t he ~~thorS~l p or the Ue ~ i~t~ being that 

of ~i.Jon . i i n£ber g however s e.ya t ho.t fir st ly it orten ht.ppens in 

TeJ.-:.u .ii ci.. l 1 iterature t 'lat t here ere t v o cont r ndi cti ng expostul ations 

concer ning t he ?oint or iev: of ':'anna ... nd s ec 'lndl y i n t hi s c:?.Se under 

closer scru~ iny t he uanuscr~pt - nd t he TaLnud seem t o essay i dent ical 

ideas though i n different .orda. 

The w-nus cript cltes unon> .. 10 sly t h e o:>i nion o! ;_j{ ib·~ in r ega d 

to "bigdo ~" accor:11ng to ":' hi ch t l1l"se · .:>rds nran 1n•"Je Z'iC vhich 

pronibi t s the f u.tner to sell his d1n~hter i nto slan ry if .,he nc.i.a been 

u.lre~dy once .a:...ted. Simon'• c:ont e r': i on f ollO"-"•, i. e . t hat t he r i ght 

of t he fat ae r i s 11 .iit ed a.nd also t hat he .nay s ell hi s daughter only 

once . Rabbi Simm expr esses t 'ii e as Iler f irst :ldster (her f at her ) T:ho 

ma y not .ne.ke o. r.; l a ve out of her a f ter he has driTen her i nt ale.very 

once be: or e from hie. hous e. Rnbb1 Si mon ex i u.ns "bi gdo" exactly u 

Rabbi ::;1ea.z er in r.i d#us..,in l 8a. However, i: hile 5iuon r ej ect• the 

1- :Xodua xxii8 



compre11ension of Alti ba t hat •· ,,,,~., .. .ie<-na 

the general l°'w but c..acri bes a. dif ferent .:ieu.n, ng to "bi gdo". • 1iJ:i" 

Ginsber g ex~l&ins away t he ot ner see..i.lng c ontr~dictiJnl th t Lewy 

cont ends are i n t he :ru..nus cript in like m~nner. He, hcwe ver, is orced to 

o.d .it ths.t t oere ie Jne contri ciic ion re.::11::.ining, n·~,el: th i:..t of t he 
1 ~ O'C1 riP~C~ tl~ 

Hala cha. to xxiiil th(..t of r ·ti ch is i n ccord t.·i th t he 

opini on or ~ah i n Jer. Sanh . VIII 26 c, v liereas Rabbi - i :non ' a c -n-

t e nt ion condsts 01' ~ 1 'lt rir~c"l l' li· 1 ~ 't~.. It 1ust be a<i...rl tted t h(.t 

this one contradi ction ia not. enouih to ~the atrt.~enti city or the amnu• 

scri;>t fo r if one c •ntertti on \•,ere enough then t>e 'l .. Jul :i not be able to 

call the Sifra .., ... L!i dr asil of :tabbi Jud .... s . 7or not only a r e there o-

.ni tted ~ n mber o~ hi b i nter pretations to Leviticus but t he re are a lso 

to be :ound therei n Halachot contr ar y t o hi s o~inions. 

There a re ,. ny i) l a ces v. h_ ch :mow oefi ni t ely th~t the opinions ar e 

or °'l.Elbbi ~ilt'O n e.nd t hat the t wor 1t: 1 r.O ::.n t he ll1-'l11U&C.-fpt V.hich are 

de • i nitely i n c.)ntraa .. ction t :> ,...c i t.a' s vi1.v t.re, nm ev.,r, in confortllity 

with thos e of R- bbi Si.non, ".'hile 111:.J\Y views ae em to be i n t..ccordance 

wi t h Rabbi Jtiba i t is ... a r e to r.ny that :1mo11 a s A.k iba' e ;>upil a cquired 

many of these vi 8".1 . Since onny of t he n i c 1 r.0 ,cont - nues Ginsber g , are 

i n a ccordance with Ro.bbi Si .non, the t r ::..C.1 ~ ion a._ cr ibing the nanuscr ipt to 

t h i s Tanna seem3 t o be a correct one eJ.tilou?h ve do not i ntl'nd to say 

that tn• nw.nus cr ipt as we ha ve i t ~~8 s uch as left t he hand or the aut hor. 

( '?' 



Sust a.s \"e call the other ·~e~ilta t'l:...t of Rabbi Istue.e l t r.o..: h it 

conta "ls onl .:>art of the teacd ngs o!.' tht t Ta!'lna and also ::::i:...terial 

·. h ich is ~ cf o h .. ter d::..te t..n :i evs n c~ntn ... dic~ or y to the viev.·s of 

lsh~•e l , n6 •• v;e ca ll t lt e x +.h • t of R• bti :*·of which n .,ay 

say tr.e s a..le ~i"ling , t ",ere is no r ee..s ;)!1 t en to O.eny t hG..t toe ::lE.nus c r i pt 

v:h i ch ~. e 9ossess is l ur gely t h :..t of t he wor:.C of Simon even though it c •n-

tains i deas £.nd views \\'hich t hi s Tanna W·?ul d !'lever i,ave accepted . 

(10) 



I n consider ing the t heology of ~ ny ~abbinic wr i ting the first 

picture tru. .. t meets our ~aze i s that of a t r i ad 1n Judai e.ll . Thia 

tri ad , n~aely : God , I sr · el and Tora..~1 is t o be f ound i n al l or 

Rebli nic liter tur e , una t here i e no bvok or th~t t ype ext ant \ hich 

doe" not c1nc'-r n itsel f wi t il t hese t hr ee run .. aiental doJ.nu.e in 

Judaiem. It i s t~eretore necess~ry, in dit cu~si ng a~y Rabbi nic 

~idr. sh , t o ... eal f i rst ly \' ith these t hr ee bo.sic nr i ci;>l es or 

Rabbinic Theol JEY nnd to e. amine j ust ~°"" the- e i ceas wer e de-

veloped in t he ol lec t i .n under considt r~tion . 

The existr nee or God v•o.c never ctuest i oned by the Jew TJho lived 

i n the us e of the TanaaL~ . Scr iptur e r es e"ou~h r oof of His exist -

ence . P.01'.'ever with t he r.ay in hich God .ade Himselt anifeet , His 

· ttr i butes , His rel~t1on t o the ~eople of t he ~orld in ~enera l and 

to I s r nel in , ar ticular , Hi E _m i otence a.nci. oilniscience , ! nd ttis 

e.bode, l!.id ra hi e liter ct ur e doe s concer n itself . It is t herefor e 

our t a .. k t o ~ho\' j ust v hat trie ?:e ... •1.1.l t a. of Rabb:. Simon ben Jocnc.i 

h s to t e ch con:er 1ng t he afor emen•ioned r eferencec to God. 

The oent ence fo und i n Oenesis R~bb~ (1 ' 

,c,po m"l l ~ 1•ic1 
"ue i s t)te r eat of tbe 'ni ver s e, b•1t t ne 

- . 
' 
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Univer se i s not J.i .1.s seat", Eu:ns uo 'l gen .. r s.l Rabbinic vi.~ ' t' God . 

God • S c ver;~n ere to be f Jund. He 1a ~:1 inclusive aa ~ ell &s ex-

w1u.cn ever ythi ng, nv matter h O'f1 r i apl e J r ,,;omplu, i• a me.n1.i. -::.ta-

t i on f r om Him. There is no pl ace in t he Univers e •hicb i• tree ot 

God. This sa.:.ae idea is t o be r ound i n our ;.;echilta in t he f' ollm"ing 

ron:1: "A non- Jew asod Rabbi 'ttllllliel, ' For ..-:hat ::urpose dici God 

a r:i ;;ear t o ~:osE> w in the rn i di;t of a ;u o ? ' ' 1 , Rabban Gamliel 

i.nsv'ered , ' If '}od ho.d revealed µims elf' to i:o~es in t he Jidst or a 

carob t r • e, or - fi ;: tr,: e, I .. ti <"'ht be c.b!.e to S lty , tl"u .• t t 1· ere are 

places in the 'or ld \' -:1 ch a.r e void Jf r.01 . Ther e f ?re .... e a re taught 

t hr.t God r cve ... led uL1self' to :·oses fr o:J the Ji - st of e. :u!:l t o tn .. ch 

us t het t her e are no plti.ces in the Fn1 verse ~ i ch 1>.r e v i d of 'i :>d ' ". f 2) 

Tne f irst gr eat qual i t y t h t \ a - uttrib ted t o God ras ~ii 

:mni 'lotence . Thr u~r.out the B1b 1 e one i.lso r ecci vea the fec.l.ng of 

t;od' s :;reat _ kht and povrer. The Rabbi., i"1 the " idr ;;;h hu.ve us ed t he 

v ord :ii l ~l :i , the :.l::i-:;hty , u...d in certe.in inst a ces c 1 ::iod 

by 'l l~ na.ae . ""e r enc in ... h E> )'ec"1ilta of Rt:.bbi SLlon , "!lubbi -~l e.cu.er 

of :.:od iim Eays, ' 1'he Isra.eli"!. ~s \ere cc'.Jst oJ1e<'.. t o s _, ev.lt c?.~:;>lf.. - ingly 

t..g .. inst l~oses , t..n:l not ..Ll?ne .. -.-in&t "os• 6 c i d they i , e ak iut also 

l owlieot of t rees I ivJ 

2- I.le . 2 to E:-:oC:.us iii:2 
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Ut1.ny other .'\a tli. fe st - t one of '}od ' s .:i::inipotence c.re :;:iven by 

the Rabbi s a nd t he L:echilta of R::.bbi $ i .on has i ts shar e or the::i . 

The gr eat e.nd r t.Jlous i aea that God cr eat ed the 'or l d by t he; ' or d ; 

that all tho.t v as rec:;uired of " L t o e rei..t e this vc.st Uni ver s e v:&s 

1:.n utter 1:-1ce, is t1lso t o be fo·ind in t hi s "idr c.fih . This i dea aho,,.·s 

very conclusively t h e t eology or ?.o.bbini c .~udaiam . God to t he ?.abt.is 

\, ... s 0 E:.11- pov er r u: th:i.t by his ;nere uttPr enc e ::.11 t hi s .:;r er.t Uni 

ver s e cBl!le into be i.1g . "And God S?Oke u~to l~os E-s and st.i d u!'lto hi..n, 

I t.JJt the L:>rd" , st..ys t :-te Gcr i pturea a.nd to this our '.i.<.ir ... :ih aC.ds., 

"Rabbi :.l i eaer s ays , ' 7he Hoiy One Rles~ed be Re sai d unto "oaee, l 

run He v:ho s : oke ~nd t .e v:or ld c!l.l1e into bF1"1!;1 ' ?r i t is v·r i t t en, 

( Ps. Li l ) ' God t he Lor d has spoken tt.nd ClJlled the e ... rth'. " ( l) 

God I s r;rec.t nes & is £.gain o~.1ifested i n the r ... ct ne.t He doe s 

\hat ever he .. i l lo' nd noth i ng Cl•l'l s t a rid in His \,(l • rr 'le v;is .1es to 

ret r ;..ct he ~i::.y , if not he cioea not . The 9i ct•.ire or t he s ol dier is 

g iven by our ' ecliilb . to i U u t r :..t e thie . Tn co.ll..lent i ng u::ion the 

vers e "The Lor d is a .JM o r '::~r", ( x . xv1 3) the i dn.sh er.ya r 

"7her& :t1c..y be a -•i : .t y her o in •1e r a r but ~n e flis arrow haa left 

the bow it is im LJ oeaibl e :o r him t o r etrieve it , but He 'ho spoke 

r.nd th e v ~ rld ca...e i to bei rg is not like t ~ie hero {i .~. He i• 

able to retrin• it if neces!:a r y) , .Then Israel does not do t he t:ill 

or God~ decr ee comes f orth from Him as i t is wr i tt en, ('Jt. ~xxii a ~l) 

1- We . 4 ixodua via2 
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'If I v:het my glitter ing swDrd' and the :1 t l! ey r e:;ent ., IJod ia::aeCiately 

,,·:\th<ir aws i t.Uifis s &i d , ' And .;;y hand ta.,es hold on judgillent '. ?er

i1ap 1 it ... i ;;ht ~said that He t ur ns i t bac~~ i nt.o nothingnes s , 

but Scri ptur e ec.ys , 'I v:il l render vens e&.nce on my Etnemies .' And 

up.m v·h o111 doeo He tur!'l it? Upon t he nat ions of' the "''or l d , r:.s i t i s 

said ' And \.ill r eco .riense t .e:n t!la t he.te: :ne ' "• ( :.. ) 

It is ~od 1.imself v:ho rill oe i:.troy the nc.t i ons who do not 

r eco; nize HiE Na~e and r e f use to realize that P.e is ~od i n He&ven 

above und upol\ t he earth br: :.<l ath . It is for t his r l!11ason thut God 

smote t he Egyptic.-.ns . Rabbi Jose the Gali l ean says , ".knd God spoke 

unto Moses say ing {Ex . vi-2) , The ~oly C'ne "Blessed be He sdd t o 

l{-oses, ' ll.y childr en were worthy of dest ruct i on i l'I S~:ypt '. i..1>' i t ie 

said, (:E:1k . xx9s7, a ) ' And I sai. d unto the . .; , Ca.st ye away every 

:nan the C.etestabl e t hings of his eyes , and dt f ile :l O•t yourselvec v;ith 

the idols of Egy~t ; I run tne Lor d your God. But t he1y ret elled 

e.gainst l e, and \::ould not heal·ken unto 8 e. They did. not ever y man 

cast av.e.y t he detestt1ble t hings of t '1eir eyes, neither di d t hey 

forsake t he idols of Z7y?t , t h en I se.id I v:l'luld ? Our· out !!y f ur y 

upon t h em, t o spend Uy anger upon thel'!l i n the .:ii dst of t he l end of 

Egypt'. But beh ol d. I s hall do so ; ething f or them ll1ece.use ot l!gr 

great n8J:le , so t hat i t .n•-Y not be prof:.ned. ·As i t is' said , (Sz: ek . 

XJt <9 ) ' But I .wroug.l-it for #y ne.'.Jle 's sake that it shouJ.d not be 

p rofaned i n the sight of t he ne.t i ons, emong whom ~he1y were, i n 

1- Me. 62 .::Xodus XV &3 c f. ~ekilta of I~..nael tracta.te '.:h irata 
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whose sight I me.de iY&elf knovm to them so a s to bri ng them f orth 

out or the land ot Eg;'}>t •. • ;\nd ye say unt ;) me send by t he hand of 

n im v1hom Tnou ~:ilt send. '" (1) 

The !ill pat.'erful God rulee over the world and is t he ca.use ot 

all thinga. •1 am t i;e Lord .. (Ex. xii:l2), "God is tne ruler ot all 

t nings and viherever t he priue of idolatry is _ientioned there is to 

be found the pr~ise of ~od. For so it is ~ritten (Jer. x,9), ' Silver 

bee.ten i nto plates is brought from Tttrsh ieh and gold fro.en Opher; 

the work ot the craftsman and of the hands of the g~lds;n1tbe5 blue 

and purple is their ~ : ~t : 1ng; they e.re all the ~ort of skillful men ' ; 

And t here f oll owe, 'Tnus sha l ye sey J~to t nem, th r ~ods that he.ve 

not m~de the he·-ven::; c..nd the earth, they shall perish from the earth 

and :ro~ under the heavaae {Jer. x:ll). ·Anu it s~ ys, ' He the.t hath 

made the ec.rtn by ..Jis power, thllt hath eete.blished the r.orld by F..is 

l'.'isdom 1:1.nd he.t h st r f: tohed out the heE..v6n8 b J :;is understandi ng '. 

It is v.iritten {?s . cxv: S) , •t:o:.>.ths t .. ey have and t r1ey s ;>eelc not'. 

And it is said (ibid 3) , 'But our God is in the heavens, r. 11 that 

he Fishes he doe1'"• ( 2 ) 

It \'fas to show !-'is .Ji ght t hat -:;oci har c!.ened the hea.rts of the 

Sg_;,tia.ns and Pven \''hen ~he.roe.h 'l':ea .... ened, th~ =~·ptie.ns • heart1 

bee: ,..e. har e.er. " :'r );i v:!1ence do v:e learn '1.'hen Phc.roah we_.keneci , 

the £3ypt i a.na' hearte were hardened? ':':'e are t old, ' A.~d I 

1-Ue. 4, Exoaus iv:l3 
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harden t he hearts of the ~gypti= !!E'. (1 ) And •:hen both of them, 

Egyptians and Phe.roah, s· emed b \'.•ea.ken, God harclP.ned t he i r hearts, 

a s it i s vtritten (Ex. x:l) 'For I h· ve h~rdened hi• heart and the 

hearts of a ll his se rvr nt& (ibid)."' ~lot only did God harden their 

hearts but T~e a:so enticed them. ~eye "ovt!.r ngu.i nst it sn;.11 ye 

encc.!I? by the s ec.'' to "hi ch our ::i dr •;u;h :-~dda "in or ci.er to ent i ce the 

hearts or :!:..gypt . " ( 2) 

Once e :ein ·:oes God Ehov: nis greatne;s fend pm> er \ hen Re ;>un-

ishes t fl e v:-i ked , (iivs4.) ''~nci I lall he.r cien the heart of Ph:.r ov.h" , 

to ' hi ch the :'.ec:1ilte. or R. Simon ad<is, '""11en t he ·-:01:1 One Blessed t.e 

He ;:>U!11shes the r: i c .:C'd :.;is n~::ie ::c co:Des gr Pat i 1 tn ~ , .. •r ld ns it is 

wr itten (Is . l.xvi:l9) , ' And I v·~ll !nar k sign e..-nong t hem and I \.ill 

send eucn as es ·-'?t° of t h• !"!! to t'l e nctions , to 'T'?.r shis".i , Pul -:.nd Lud, 

~h~t draw t he bo~ t v J 1bal ~nd Jev~n, to the isles afar off tha t have 

not heard lb f?.me a!ld hr.ve not s e en /Jy -::-1 or y'. . .. ne"t aoe s i t say? 

• Juld they sha 1 tell of /fly ~ry r ong t he 11at i ona •; and t h6s you 1us t 

inter pret • .~c I v.il l plead a _;ai "\S t bl.Ill .\ 1t11 p· st ile nce a rid v.-1th 

t>lo~d r.nd will ~:- us e to r e.in upon l'lim end upon ui~ bands, and upon 

the ma.:iy ?eople the.t are v;ith him, e.n vvertlowing shower, and great 

bail st~nes, fir e ~nd bri!llst j ne •. ~nd what doea it say then? 'Thus 

\'."ill I .Jtt.gnify If/self & nd sanct ifv /It/Ge lt a nd .:iake ~vs elf '.!aown in 

1- Ua. 36 :37 to Ex. xiii:lS 
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the eye& of !!lany nations ; o.nd they :::.hall :~n0?1 tnat I a.A the L.ord'. 

A.nd thut you :nust inte11>ret, ( .Jer. x vi: l ' ) ' O I.ord l: ' o+. rengt.h and 

:ny strongtnld t.nd ..i: re f'..lge i n thP. cla, of affli ct i on.' ~at does 

it s ay t hen? ' ;Jnto Thee, 'lat i ons sh ... l l come fro13 the enti:: ?f the 

earth e..nd sh~ll say, Our i'r...tners have in 1er ited m1~1 -ht but :!.ies , 

·· <:..."lity E-nd t 11 ings wherein therf i a no prJ!' i t •. And so .nuet you 

int er:·r et (Is . :-:lv:H ) , ' T11us s 1..1th t ile Lor d , The labor o! ~~b!Pt 

and the .:ier cha!'ldise of 3:thiopa and of t he S•~be.e!ls .. .aen cif 

stat ur e shu.11 i::>:ie over unto t ne:e ~"ld e1~ll be t.11ine. '!'hey s :all 

go aft er tnee in ~'l e.ins. They s· ~ 11 1:o::ie ove r a ncl t hey s· ~ i..: 1 f~ll 

dov.n unto th~ & , T>t e:r .:.h~ll J~e s:i , plications '..Into thee .• '.' .. nat 

t 'len uoes it sa~t? ' Surely '}od is '!'hPe r.:.nC. th er e i G none els e'. 

ln H k P ·Jc.~mer ~·ou .aust inter~ret the verse ( Ob:?.diah , 1 : 21 ) , 

1 .-J'IC su.vi 1r s S fl J. l c ome upon Ut. Zion~ ~u :lge the t!t. of !;sau ' • 

.\no ,., h~t tioes it s e..y t "len? • .rl.nd t ne .<in~d'J:J s hall be the Lor d ' a ' • 

.. nd it sv.7s ( ?s . x; l 5) , '"fne Lor d u King :'or e.ver; the :> -tione :..ir e 

p eri shed out of ltis land'. .d.n ... it se.ys ( ? s. Bi~; 35 ) •Let sinners 

ceas e out of the earth anc! l~~t the t ·i :.;ked be ?'lo ::ior e . P.l ess the 

Lor d , C s:r soul, l;.?.ll C; l uj .... h ' •. ~nc. it s._ys {?s . cxlvi:9), ' The 

Lor d pres erveth the st r t •iger i; . '11e uphol deth the f~tnerlesz ~nd 

the widow• But t he v: ..... y of the v1icked He ;:iaketh crooked.' "!1at 

t~en C:oes it say? ' Tile · ord • ·ill r eign f or eve r and ev er. l'hy t;od 

O Zion unto - 11 gener ations . Halle l·..i~a.lt! ' " (1 ) 

1- ~s . 42 cf. ·e!<i:t i:. l') f I ;t·nuel trc.~ c.t e :Oe:h llach 
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For t hi s reason i t v1as God Ri.;is elf v1ho . e :;t r oyed Socio:w and 

~~moreh and the evil men o~ the flood and d is~ersion period1 f or in 

com.:ient i ng upon t he verse, "I '.oJll t he :..or e " ( xi ii l 2) o•Jr :.:i cirash adds, 

" I e:n 1.fe who tcok ?U!i is:ui~nt froo t h e .nen of t h e generat i:>n of t he 

flo od r..nd of t he disperr,.:.on E-nd of t !1e peo?l e of $ocioo" ~ l ) . Like-

wise '}od de str ,ys t..11 t he '' icked ones upon the eo.rth •. "Scl'i;>ture 

t el ls u:: t hat nen ': od stret r>:es out his band t he evil one .; :>er · sh 

from the ea rth. As 1t i E s~id ( Ze, h iiil~ ) , ·~nci ~e \ill st r etch 

out nis h · mi :...zb.i. rst t h e north tmd des t r ? y ~s ;:,yr ia '. Ano it e. s o 

says (::zell: . ui;l6) , ' Peh old I r.il' stretch out JlJ h nd a;c.inst the 

Phili st · nes and I v·ill cut off t he Gherethu, ... n~ destr ?y the r e.:nne..nt of 

the s ea coast•. and : t 1s ' ' r i tten (Ze?h • 1 : 4) , ' ,'..nd I Viill stretch 

out .Jy hanci a. .a.i nst JuC:ah -:'lC -~#t W.l t 11e inh:.tb i to .. nt a of J eru s Al.e&J'. 

To i;i ve an exc:...,pl& of v bat t .1i s i. s li~e , ·her. e - gs a r e plu~ed in Ii 

;nc.n' s h:.nd, if he but t •Jr n hi<. h~-nd 1 l~ t t le ":.he eg:;s v.-ill f c.11 Ulci 

be broken. Liked s e •t ·hen God ~tret c,1 e s out f-l i s h :?.nd bot h he t hut 

:-tel!'ed s h:.11 stu:nble und he t hat i s helped wil '.. f~ll c.nd t ogether t hey 

5n·· 11 be "est r n"ec. • 11
•• <'1 ' • - ) () ... J • • XX.Xl.: .;, 'J 

The ~c.bbia v:ere uno.blo to conce i ve of ui1 one's bei ng a s por:erru: 

or c.s gre .... t r.s 'Jod ::.nd this i dea r e curs i n t he Ratbi nic v.·rit ngs. To 

t he vertie (~. xv:ll ) , '"r:ho is li•. e unto t h ee wnong t he :ti l hty? '' t he 

::i or a sh coincent s, "When the:r s a"' Fi'l roa.h o.nci h i s ~.rmy destro:red in the 

1- ?.f s . 13 
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see and the kingdoJ or t ne ~gyptians had come to u~ e~d . nd 

judg Jents exe ; u~ed up~ n t e i r in?l e, they nll opened t~eir mouths 

and said, ' \!ho i s like unto thee O Lo: d W!long the gods ?' ~ot only 

did Isrc:.ft l alone feel t his but \':hen the nationa or the v orlci per-

ceived what hnd hap;iened to Egypt and i ts idol&, all of them threT 

av:uy their idolatrous practicee unci :f.ve ob~ance to God and said, 

• mio i s 1 ke unto thee along the : ods? • A"ld so did Rt.hab say 

(Josh ii:lO} , ' For ~r h~ve ~s~rd ~ov: God drie.d up the Red Se~ for 

thee and we ho.ve hei!.I" .~e 11ed nu our hearts have :nelted , e.nd s ::> da 

v:e find t hat i n the future t.he :l_t t ons of the v:or l d "·ill r enounce 

t heir idols' . So it i s said (Is . ii:20) , ' Cn th!!.~ dr..y ::1 .... n shall 

c&.st a.v.·c.y :.i is idols of s ilver ' nd of '30ld , ; ·hi ch they have ml...de to 

v:ors-:i p , to ~he :1oles ~vid ba.ts; to ~-= i:ito the cl eft & of the r ocks, 

Lnd l. t":'t O the crevic €.St from before the ter . or or the Lord and from 

the gl ory of His mt...j e&ty, v:hen tte a r i seth to snc.ke mi-htiL· the 

e:J.rth ' . ~d ";ha· does it t hen s a.;r? 'An<i t. 11e id .,ls \a ll be ut-

terly destroyed ( Is . ii:18) . '" (1) 

'1e i s s o : ree.t the.t all t he idols are a s nuught be for e lii:n, for 

when 11e :: . .iiter; t he !l.::.t ions He also s~ites t 1eir ~ :>ci.s . For v, e read, 

"a."ld upon t ne ~ods of -:;;nt sii 11 I exec•Jte jud~ents ·!x. xii:l2)"; 

to \ hlch the ·:idr t.&h acids, "There i i: no ?m.t ion wri :.ch is s .i tten tl'l~t its 
••. ,,i.._. 

gods are not smitten also. For it s&ys (~. 1J2) ' Bel is ?Ut tc 

1- l!s. 66 c f • . edlt a or ! s.11 " l tr~ct. : hirata 
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chome , Jllerod:> ch is broken in ")ieces. ' Fut t o sha'!le a r e her idols ; 

broken i~ ? ieces are her images . A~d E O it says ( Is. xxi:9 ) , ' F- llen, 

fe.l len l.S :· b:; lon n!lC all t he i:S · ls of her £Ods <.l e broken to the 

gr ound ' . ;.n<i :. o i t se.ys n nc er ning our f R'ther s (Lev. xxvi : 20) , '4nd 

I s ~ . - 11 lace t he i r cor , s es upon the cor pses of t heir idols'. hnd 

so is it to be i n the future • hen t~e ~· -ion& of t he worl d ?Er isha 

t heir idols sh 11 peris~ v:i th them . .n.S 1~ aa ys ( Is. ii :!:') • :~n · 

the idf)l s shall be co:nl'.lletely cestro1 ed"' . (1) 

Once e. -~in i s the i=l~cte~cy of the ~ods of t he r es t of the 

v:orld ::h0\':"11 in t he ca&e :>f the fi r st bor :i Of the C:?!)t ives T.'hO e.lso 

r ec eived the de t h pen:: lt~· a :. t he r E-st of t he f 1r st born i n "";gypt. 

(::x . xiL29 ) "1.'.llywere t :1e: nlso s::ii tte:1? 3ece.use t ~ ey s a i d our g:>ds 

sh: 1 l ~unish t he : -: .. · .. i;i ns vii".> ' aused us t o serve thein. (2 ; 'The 

v. c.iling "Gt.s so :r eet i., ~:J·pt • (::X, xii : 30) bec~use 'the ~?yptic.ns 

sav.- t heir ~ods break ur .. !'lei f :..11 befor e "the~ ' • .;nd even t noup;h 

5 cr .:pture C')es not ~ ""' F ~ f ..L." •:lly suy s o , i t i s e.~ 11le.1ned ( I ! 5:-_J , xxiii 8) , 

' Tnen sho 1k a.'ld tre11bled the e!:r t n , t .1e fo nd:,tions '.lf the: !leovens v: ere 

moved; ?..nc. t ·1 e:· ~ho ok bec:i ss li~ v.r .. s V' r nth"'. (2 ) 

But - her o: h t ~ ,u~~t thr:t B~~l Zep o!l ~ould c .~e to his t i a , 

ccor :ii nt; t o o·.ir r:idr rs!-1 , for, "u e cloE> ed 1.ne v-ilder l'less a bo1.1t them" • 

••• ( xi v1 3) nnd _n ex; .. 1 c.:...,1n?, t!'-.i~ ver E>e toe ctc.bbis say, 11 r nr.r o1 h s r i d, 

1- lie. 13 ~nd 14 
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Beal Zepnon she.11 ~atner ell tne t·~ld a ni.mels e ·a.inst the111 (Isra el ) 

and 'they shul not oc::- able to ;iaes toroqgh". ( 1) True ~r•ch91T 

is carried out, tor when the Egyptian• "o•ertook them enca:nping by 

the sea" (Ex. xi vs 9) befo1·e Baal Zephon 11Fharoah rejoiced greatly 

when he saw Baal Zephon ror he said, ' Baa.l Zephon has li~tened to 

my decree; I have es.id t · de := tr':';r th e.11 ii; the sec. ano E&.e.l lephon 

has agr eed to dr own th6.!l in the s ee..' ?haroah thus beg:an t o of fe r 

1 nce.1s e to the idols fo r l t says , 'befor e :e~r. l Ze;>h0:1 Phar oah sac

rificed". (2) 

Once a : ain do t ne i:abbis ~hO\T tl1e ~reat :iess or '}od wh~n they say 

the.t until the exodus, "nJ slave !'\ad ever. heen abi.e to run av:e.y from 

-:!""ypt 1:>.r.d at t his ti:ne t.h e ·roly C11e Elessed bE:: ue l::ro u: ht out six 

hundr ed thou~c:. :~d pe ~ple frorJ E;gypt . ~eferring t o this i t fa =: t.id, 

' The Lor d ii: i:;r e&.ter t han all gods'." (7xv~ii-ll ) (2) 

The Rt4bbis h elC J ethro, the r~~ of "'oses in hi~h esteem, t or 

he s ugge&ted to : :oets a. plo.n to r.et ~le the ~l.S!)Ut e of the people. 

They also s ee 1:; nis " onis t :1e ret:1.l izat5.0:1 t hnt tile :Sod of Is r ael 

\.a s t he .;n.:i test of al l -;ods . And ao our ':dras:i say1, "T!ler~ 

r as not a!l idol in t t1e v·or lci \•. 11.ich Jet h r o he.d uot r.erved, but nor. 

he r e co;;;r.ii e d that Goo \'a: •. bove <!ll t he :;oils" . (-::X. xviii: 11) ( ~) 

1 - Us . ~1 

z- ~:s . 4:5 
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Not only did Jethro r ecognize t his but other great figure• in 

thoae days did also , f or v:e t · ad, "Haame.n r ecoBniied t he fact even 

more for it i s said, 'Behold no\': I kno\·: that there is no God in 

all the earth, but in Isr ael'. ( I J Kga. vilS) (l)So too Rehab the 

harlot saye, ' For the Lor d your God , ~• i s God i n heaven ~bove, 

e.nd on et1.rth benet.Lth ' " . (Josh. ii:ll) ( 2) 

CoJp~ring God to the i dols of the other nation• the R~bbia 

. nee U.J tin shov.· His sovereign 7owcr. The Ps~lma say, the i dols 

"have eyes but t he7 see not". (Pa . c>:v: 5) " But J:e t:ho spoke and 

the ~orlci ce.:ne into bein6 is not as these i~ola ~or the ' eyea of 

the l orci tii;.nder 1:..b · ut tlie earth'. (Z. e:ch . iv:lO, And also it sa:rs , 

'The e:yes of the Lor e ure in ever )' plo.ce , kei;ping ~·&.t en up":ln the 

evi l a.nci the £:cod'. (Prov . xv i3) ' Ears they posses but they hear 

not ' , {?s . cxv; 6) But He \':11o s:-oke nci the , .. orld. came i nto being 

is not so for it ~ ~ya, (Fs . lxTi -) •o thou thLt ~e~rest prayer, 

unto Thee doth ol l flesh come'. and i t says, (Ps . x:l7) 'Thou 

''· ilt direct t :dne he~rt , t !1ou \'.'ilt cause thy ee.r to attend' . Ii 

s~ys concer ning the icols, ' nostrils they have but t hey snell not•. 

( Ps . cxv: 6) But !le d'lo s~oke a::'ld t he r orld C8.'Ile i nto being is not 

so fo r it is v·ritten (Lev . 1 :10) , 'an offer ing of sv:eet savir to 

the Lor d'. 1-.!ld it alGo ar...ys, {Lev. dii: 2l } ' And the J,ord smelled 

the sweet s~wor'. ' ;{c.nd~ the· hu.v e but t ne / :nove ?tot ' (:- a . cxv i 7 ) 

is s~ id of the idols but " -fe '\''ho s Jke E.no t he world cmr.., i nto 

being is not so. ' (Is . xlviiiil3) ' ·:ea lly hand has laid the found• 

I - i . e . Jettro s i0,1~o· te.s above ~ods1 and ?awnan r ecognized his 
oneness . 

2- I!s . aa t:> Sx . xviiiill ; ci. · ;.itilta of Ts:ns.el tract • • ~:ialek 
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ation1 of the earth, t.nd -rY risht haad r.as spread out the heavr·ns. • 

And it also says, ~ Is. xlv:l2) 'I, enn My hands, hcve stretched 

out the heavens e nd all their host havr I commanded'. ' Feet they 

poeeees but t hey ~alk not'. (Pa. cxva7) But He who s poke e.nd the 

world cW11e into being is not so, for it says, • A11d Ooli went out 

a.nd fought ag~nst those n::..t ions'. (Zrch . xiv;3) And it also says, 

(Zech xiva4) · ~nd Hi s feet stood on th~t da.y on the l~ount of' Ollves' 

'Nor do t ·1ey s peak t:ith t r.eir t r. roat&' ( Ps. cxv:'T). But He T:ho 

s _,:i oke o.nd the earth was, is not s o (s . S. v:16 ) ' His mouth i& most 

f":eet, lfe i s altogether lovel y'. And it also says, (Job xxxvii,2) 

•:..nd the sound that goeth out of Hi s mo :..<th'". (1) 

All these thin~s r.hich God does are t o emphasize His great n~le 

r...nd even t hough t he people s:iould hat'e beer tiestr: yed, yet 'tod has 

~r.ov:n Israel .. 1s great ness. I n commenti ng upon the V' rse, "And tbe 

.. ater~x. xiY• 27) our . :idraoh oays, '"Mie Roly One Bleooed 

be He dr i ed up t he w~ters f i rst. But the .~un ~e nid not dry up. 

Isr~el beg~n to say , t he wat ers He was able to dry up but the mud 

lt e ?Jasn 't. Tht. '-'.oly One Blessed be !-le t hen said to them, I have t ested 

1ou n.nd. ye have not v:i thstood the ten; You should be de stroyed from 

the world as the ?l:t;Y})tians \':!""re. Rut v1ha.t sh 11 I · do? Behold I shall 

do this because of Jly .;~eat na..-,e v:hich is c::..lled upon you. For so 

scripture says, (Ps. cvi:7} 'But v·ere r ebellious at t he s ea'. Im-

m6dh tely th£- ifoly One Slessed r e Re dried up the mud". (2} 

1- J s. 66 to ~x . xv:ll 
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Froc the foregoin~ e.ntlysi~ of Go d ' e olllnipotence t7e ce.n 

underst and that this power ~aa not memit to be an attribute of 

omnipotence but an aesurance t hat not hi ng c~n t hwart God's pur• 

pose. Thi s gre&iness on t he pa rt of God has ever been linked 

\'.'1th I sr e.el' s hi !:'t ory . In und6rs t r.nding the va r ious miracles 

~hich God perfo rmed, ~e mu£t rfc~gnize t he feet that t h ey t oo 

were l inked v-i th I sr &.el ' s history. One of t he gr e· t est contu-

butions th~t Judai .. has gi vPn t o the rorld ia ' tbia feeling ot 

continuity of l ite, a mani f est 1.:.t i on of "the one ~ree.t divine 

event t o \':in.ch t he v:hole cr e1.t i n m'>ves". This f undanenta l 

phi losophy of : uda ism Y: .. easil7 r econci l eabl e ~ith the Pl e.t on-

I t i s for t his rea~on l 
i c doct r i ne f or b?t h were tel~ologice.l . 
that .::.any of our t a nntii t i c Re.bbie \.'er e nM-Ple.:t o~~st.1.( 1) 

Geor ge Foot e !.:oor e in hi s '' ~Tu ais:n" ( 2 ' s uys :-

"To under atc;.nd the J e\':' i sh eoncept i on of .:dre.cle , '"' e .aust (.nt er 
i nto t heir ~i;..y of t hin .. ing e.b out God anci :i0 ture . i\ :ni r e c l e, r r om 
t ili s poi nt of det , i s ::.n e:-:t. r i..or C-l. ni:..r y pr1en'):Je "lon or occur r ence 
wr ; ught ·by '.1od, pres u.nc.bly for some specie.1 pu11,,s e. rt c._nnot 
t> e cie s cr1oed a s soi:let .;ing at ve.n r.nce v·ith t ne l··~s of n"'ture, 
-ir ns cending or s uspendi ng ther:i, f or, a s h: s been said, there was 
n o i dea of l Ewe of nat ure i n t he modern sens e . Nor i s i t the 
mere wonder of i~ tbat makes such hn event e .dradle; i t is the 
religioY8 inter?retation of t he oc currence, the belief that in t hi& 
phenomenon or event God i n a peculieu- t •ay :nanifesta his presence, 
reveals his \\ ill, or int e r ve:ie11 f or t"te de l i'terance or his worsl1ip
pera t..nd t h e dis comf or t ure or t :1e1r enemies, t o provide f or t heir 
needa i n distrees f .al t imes, t:i u.vert calamit i es , t o heal .Jor~al 
di s eases , a nd t o save ft"o~ a thnusa~d evils ~~ere hur.ian hel2 is 

1 - See Gen . Rabba l:l t'~chtllll~ t ~ Genesis lil 
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vain. Tne 0 re. tnessJthe power of t;od is ab.ind11r1tJ,.y .:ia.u.fe&t in 
the ordinary cour se of n~ture; it is His goodness t hat is pecu
lie.rly revealed in the -ir s.cle as fF-ith i nterprete and i:.ppro
ori1:.tes it." 

Since the .echiltu de ~abbi Sii~on dee.ls with the bo~k of E:x-

od:is, the de "art'lre f r om Zgy;it , the Rabbis quoted therein have 

shown coa:btlese more .:u racles which God \!Jrcu?,ht f or t :ie people 

of Israel when .they ~ere about to leave Zgypt and while t~ey we• e 

in t h e r-1lderness marching to\i'ard t he promised land. Most of the 

above~entioned reasons f ;,r the .Ji r ::.cles may be found in t he l~rge 

collect i •n of ;Urac l es recorded in our :.!idr b.sh . 

There a re oir ucles connected with the call of j,:oses; r.e read, 

"~ great .. tiracle ::oses saw when he sa~ the t ree burn and n ) t be con-

s~~ed; and if you ~onder at t hat , t~en cOLle :...n . see how the sttiff 

of Aaron r>"hi eh was of dry (dead ) ;.·. ood gave ~ orth leaves and flOT1ers" . (l) 

7."hen '.oses a.."'lswered God saying ':; hat :1e f eared to collle to ~~;:rpt for 

h is ene;:iies ' ished tJ -: ill h~ Joa answered him s t..ying, ••'rear not 

~oses, f or these men are alr eady dead•. {fx. ival9) For all who 

seek ye are ci ead, The µ, : ly ~ne Bleseed be ~e 2.nswer-ed : ~o ees and 

said unto hi n, You tell me that you fear the c.1~ildrin or men fT~m 

vmom yo u fled. The c!liloren of .aen v:hom Phar :i&h hns sent after ::ou 

t o ~eize youi ~ho has made the:n l e&.£, d:.t:nb wid blind? Behold I 

the Lord have••. (2) 

r:-Es. 2 t~ Sx . iii:2 
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Many other niracles ~ere added by t he R&bbis to the ten olagues 

which ha rassed the Egy ·thi.ns before the Israe!.ites lert Egypt. Not 

only were the gods in ~gypt deytroyed but alio were the goos ot the 

Egyptians in other places destroyed. In : o.a 'lent i ::ig upon the veree 

''and against c.1 1 t he ; ode ot ::;ypt" (Ex. xii: 12) the Rabt ia 1e.1, 

" This seems to .:.ay only t he gods of ~:;YJ>t wh ch \'1ere i n the ls.nd . 

Concerning the ~ods of other peoples in Er.;ynt, hor. do we .:now they 

also -.ere destroyed? Scr ipture s ays ' and against c.11 t h e ~ode ot 

J:gy;Jt ' . How do t; e icnor. the gods of Eg:rpt i n ?ther places ,,.,. r e de-

stroyed? 5- ript :ire tee.c:;ea f:lg' inst. all gods, 'The godf' of fiam a nd 

Et h i opia ~nd Z: ypt ~nd f ut ;.;..nd c~naan ' . Fro~ whence do we learn 

thes e gods l':ere also destroyed? Scripture te- cht:s agt..inst all gods . 

'And so He says , {Is. iliii i 3) 'I h::.. ve gi ven Sgypt as thy ransom• 

~t;:iopia c..nd Seba f'o r thee'. Differ ent :;mnishm :its hav e I given 

~hez:i, t he r.ooden idol s have been br oken, the st~ne ones bur ned and 

the clay ones rotted~ . (1 ) 

"The ;;mi.ting ')r the f i r st b "'rn v1a s a cor:i.:lete destruction, no 

fir&t born of J:gypt h ad t he '.JO\'. er to e sci..pe God ' s wrath, for it says, 

' And I smote e.11 the . 1r st born of Egypt •. (Ex . xii: l2 ) Thi s seems t o 

tell us thet t he fi r st bor n of t he 3c;T!lt iwis in E<;;ypt were s uitten but 

how :=.bout t he !'irst born of othere i n : gypt? This we : earn from the 

word : ng 'all t he f i rst born', th~t even the ~irat born of the Egyptians 

l• Ms . 13 to xiiil2 cf . :.:ekilta of Is1!1'-'el tract. Pis..- a 
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in other lands v.ere smitten? 

'all t he fir6t born'"• (1) 

'r.'li& too i& derived f r om the wording, 

"The. first born of Hum, ~hic:ipia, Egypt, 

?ut - nd C: nab.Jla from ~hence do ~e deduce these too were s~itten? 

Scripture teeche& (Ps. 1.xxviiia51) ' Ar.d 1e s~ote all the first born 

of Zgyj)t the first or t he stren~h in t .1e tents of Ha..1' ~ Not only 

r.ere the first born of the 9eop le ki lled but even of the cattle . ,.,.e 

derive this from the st r.:.te:nent 'from 1n:;.n un'to cattle ... (2 ) 

To prove that t here "v:c.s no h'luse v-hi cb lYas void of a death" 

the ~idr~sh J. 'i th- ?l ~..rne of R. Jacob s · ys, "And w::ts there no house 

which did !lot h<~ve n son as first bor 11? But t '.1e J.anner or the et.r l y 

people was th:...t he T:ho did n?t h ve e. son :..s the fire t born \n uld 

call the eldest son the 11 ~~ {first born), 9_ i t s e.7s (I Chr. 

xxvis 10) ' Hosa i l. ot the c11ildren of L:erari he.d sons i S.Jarithe 

chief {for tho•1g'h !'le rras not t he fi r st born yet :1b f e.ther :nade 

hi.!11 cnie~' . ~ hous e t n;..t hc.d ;nany men g.nd none o! them had sons , 

the oldes t of the house d ied . From' hence do ' e deduce ~h,,_t t he 

eldest o! a house is cr.lled the first bor~t For so it is said 

of David (f's . l..x.xxixr28) ' I also will o.ppoint him f irst-born• • " ( 3 ~ 

Rabbi Si.::ion ~ven est i.m~ted t he number of deeths ~ong the 

Egyptian&. :le s c:,·s, "There \ "ere no less the.n 600 9 000 f i; st born 

1- Ms . 13 cf ~e~ ilta of Is~Rel tract . Fi she 
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t:ho died in that ~i[ht . For it is said {Is. xli.ii& 2) 'I s h:..ll place 

Egypt as t ny ra1;s~m ' • :.nd the rans om is .,ne f or one" ( l ) It 

the first born hnd c.lr e a.d:: d i ed R. Hat hc..n said t he : 0110":.ng hap

pened~en a first born son was bor~ to on5 .)f the 3gypt i ans a 

s tatue v.-a:: !'lade or h im, ~!1C. on that d y t he stat'..le v.-• s destr oyed 

.. n fr )nt of them e nd it r:as as t 1ou:_-h it \-:ere the ric.y .... ~1en the~· 

buried the fir t born son". t,n e.nony•!lO•Js Ta.nm:. -;ives an even mor . 

gruesome picture t!l n t "lis , "The -:::,...1pt i ans r.e1·e accustomed to t,urf 

t heir rieE.d in their hous es E..nd on t hat dv; t he dou ent er ed tbrou~h 

the cir r·.lJls n<i dug t ,1eir v:~ y in end b1Jou~ht out the fir st b.Jrn f r om 

their gr e:.ve:. a nd sported with the:n . It wt~:: tnen < s evil a d y for 

tne '>!:rents 1...s on the 1...y of the:.r c e~th" . (2 ) 

T'ne ot her pl··gu~~ , too , -, ere a ~o ;r ce of hoJlly for tne Tltnne im 

Pnd 1':e rec:.d of l.he va r i •us -ol ag,;• s t:ith · hieh r...>d "J l e.gued !:~y-.t . The 

verse con " er•1 1n~ i;he Isrr.elites ''c.nd t h ere shall be no pl c.gue upon 

1 ou" (::;,c. xii: l >) ;ir oves e ccor(lrl~ t~ ur l.:idr :-·sh t ha.t. "in 'Sr ·ot t.r.ere 

were pla.i;;;ues • nd dest r uct.J.on". {2) "The.;. t hree k.tnds of 1 unisrunents 

&.f ;. lic-ced E 3:yot on &hat ni ght , :ia~el i-1:.:: .e s , de£tr1.1ct1on, a "ld al-

fliet1on is pt oved v 1 't.1te vers e '"'hen I smote :::g,J.11. ' . ( 4) 

These 9laguEs ~·ere e:nph11sized b:1 our Rabbis and where·Hr -they 

1- I~s. 
, -;. _.., t o ~x . xii: 30 
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could i nfer t h i:.t ?!agues took place they did. "For it s ... : s (Exocius 

xil i 12) ' Anci I shall pa66 t·tiro~gh t h e land of Egypt'. : ust &o t he 

wor d here used is Ut', the worci f ur t h er on (:Ex . xii;23) is 

' And the Lo r d will :;ias s t :r o·; gh ant! e .. 1ite the :;~y;>tian&'. ,T-.:.s t , s 

,=>.Y .ea.-ts phgues t~.ere , so cioes i t met..n ;:ila~ues here. For sc 

i t is v.rritten (.:.mos v ;l7 ) • ' And in &.1 1 the vi neyards t here is 

:nourning ::'ot" I ~h:Ul :;as :..· into t hy i dst s s.id t~1 e l.o:-d ' .(i)•For 

v. ith a strong :.and did God t a:<: e t he ,Tev:-s f r om E~y~:. ' 
1
ie to b e 

i nterpreted c: s the " en pl agues 1:1nd t!:le tenth one h equal to all 

the for:ner ones . 11 (2 ) Thi s Si:.'.ne :net ·· od of inter ·,r et r:.t:.c n is e. ·tin 

used, for t.he :·:ekilta says , "The v1:)rd dis~ •mfit :,aa ns pl •.gue as 

it is rnici (Dt. viii23 ) • _.,,nd s hu.11 <ii s co.nfort them ~ith e. great dis

c.omforture, until t hey be ci.estroyed•". ( 2) 

The going out of ::::g:.vpt v·as ac compa.nieo by :na.'1y types of .ni.r :..cles 

v1hich a iced Isra el "--.nd. o.dded to t !:e discoroforture of t '-1e E;ypti~ ns, 

Wh en Isr uel left :.s,y 1t " :> s e s ' voice traveled grer- t ly . In i:: :msi<i~ r

i ng t ne verse, "Fro. Ra:iesis t o 5uccoth", ~ J:x . xiia37) which is 160 

miles ~ cor dins to the ~:ekilta, the ?.a~bis say , "And t he voic1; of 

r.:oses '<>e nt fo r fotty days•; a."ld oo not ~ander at t h i s, for so it 

is said ( :!:x. ix: 3) •,,.nd the Lor :.! s oke t o :::oses a nd Aaron , Take ye 

handfulls of soot fro:n t he f urnace, and let :.roses t '\row ~ hem heaven-

1-~s. 13 

2· :.:s . Sl , 32 t ? Ex. xiii;2 

3- }.~s. 'r7 t o ~. xlv;l3 

(28) 



wu.rd 
1 

• And behold here t.e mcy G.educe t his, by en •a fof'tiori• argu-

.:ient. I f dust , t•:ho6e ::u .. nner i $ not to go, goes !'"Jr i;. distance of 

f urty da.ys, hov: .Juch the more , an t '1e v •i ce ' h:. cn is v:ont to travel, 

eo" • . , \ 
. -

f.'hen the people v:ere ~bout to lee:re ::: ·y:'t ;,:ose~ re!:le .bered the 

command of t heir f orefather ,,.oseph •:ho had asked t h&t his bones be 

buried out of .:gypt . This :.nc '.c~ nt gave t he Rab his c. :-:1eE..ns of sh Or.-

~ne ~ ~iracle. The first quest on that r ould ~aturally ~&ve t o be 

c.nswered ~·a:.;, "'iow cid :~osea knO\':' where t o find t.De bones of ,,.ose;h"? 

"It so h a 'tpened that Sarah t .-:e ci<.:.·..t~ne r or Asher ":as still alive. 

She lived in ..1"oseph ' s ger.er9.tion . nd ::cs es i.nqui : eci of her •here Joseph 

we.a buried. Sar a . ur;sv1ered :.ros es e::.~C: said, • A·-:co•l'i o: clay the 

::l:gyptians made f ? r ,Tose::h and nl aced i t i n th~ "ile s:> t n:.t its v:aters 

:.iisht be bleued •. !.!osee t 1ereup:>!l v:ent to t i1e b~UAs of the !lile e.mi 

s aid, • Jose j)h, ._ros~ph t ·1£- oath v:hich God took to r edeem Isre.el is 

about to be fulfilled ~nd t he ti~e has come for t~e f ulf ill..:lent of 

the o~th thich Israel t ook. ~ ow the outh or Israel is bei ng pr evented 

of fulfillment by you. If you reveal f~urself , it is well; if not 

J 
~e are free fr?m ~ ur o~th . I..:i~ediately the coff: n of Jos e; h appe~red 

on the \";ater'' • (~) R. He.than has i..not her l nter ;•retat ion. "Jose?h 

v;as buried in the ~epulchre of t he tings. I.loses v. ent &:id stood 

a t t !';e sepulcnre or the :< i ngs 6.nci Sf.id , ' J?seph t Jose; h •' Im• 

1-~!s. 26 cf . ·eki l t u of Ja -:ie el t ractate Pisha 

2- !.!s . 39 cf. ~ . of If• to Sx . xiii ; B 



.ne:ii tel7 t ne coffin of ·Joseph .uoved and Hos~ v;ent to it , took it 

and brought it v:itr. hi...:i. For so it .;.s \tt'itten, 'Md i.roses took the 

bones or Jose h'". (1) 

In or c er t . 'r~tect Isra el the c - oucis of glory ~ere over tae:n 

\" hen they"' encamped .at RruYia • In e.1q:il=-ining t~e wn·d Succotb, (~ . 

xii:37 ) 1'.i:bbi Eliezer su.ye, "There \•;ere t he d oude of glory v;hicb 

came and enca..:iped over Israel Lt ~-.J11es1 s . This i& to be likened 

t o e. bridegroo:c v:ho bring& a ~z..lb.nc:uin "..o t~ e .. oor o!' his bri-:e • s 

h ouse in order t ::rt s e _,ay ente r i.nuedietely". (2 ) 

l'he Jer.s fint:. ly re. ched t !1e Red Sera. r he r e God v·Eu: to perform 

many .or e .. d r c..cles f or the.;: . The Ro.bbis find t here '"ere ten .:iiracles 

performed for rs1·ael e.t the Red SEa~. ~The water.~ \•iere di v ided, as 

i t is ~: ritten (E:x . xiv121) ' And t he ;;ci.ters were divideds' &nci wade 

like ~ 7ault, a s it s~ys (~~bakuk iii;l~) 'T~~u ha.at stric~en t~rough 

with h i s ov:n r ods t he 11er. ci of his rulers'; ~ace the sea in sunder, a.s 

it is written (Pa. cx.x.xvi: 13) ' To H:.::i v ho di.,ided t he :led Sea in 

sunder', ~~tie of i t dry land, as it is ~aid (Ex. xiv:29) ' But the 

chilciren C'f Israel wo.lked on dry 1- n<i', made a v:all against t :1e Ezn t

ians9 as it is said ( :.tabakkuk iiialS ) 'Thou hast trodden thi; sea \\·ith 

thy house&, t hrou5h t he :: oa:ning of mighty • ·aters', !llade it as rod~ s, 

ao it is written ~ Fa. l x.xiv;l2) 'Thou ciidst shatter t he heeas of tne 

ser.. monster& in the waters• , :1ast split it , as it :i:s written ( ibid ) 

1- Ma. 39 cf . !.'ek.1. : t a of ISJ:l· el tr;...ct. Bes H .. llr. ch 

2- i,;s. 26 t o Ex . xiii37 
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' Th ;)u didst bre ... k the sea in ~es by T.'l:i stre:igth'; me.de of it 

e.s e pene of glaaa and the1 r.ere e.bl -. t o see ee.ch one the neat, 

r s it is se..id ( II Sam. x.xii;l2) •Ge.t eri ng of t 1:1..ter s, t h ic.r. cloud& 

of the 1>kies ; • (l) m~e of i t fo r t hem t:. !Lemor i al, STieet '·at~r in 

t he .:ii dst of B6.lt ~:at r, 5.S it is sai d (Ex. xv:S ) ' The floods stood 

upr ight as o. heap'; and those 'I"·:.. t er s , as ::soon a& t hey ho.d subs ided, 

c :.i ngealed, a~ it i s i.rdd, 'The· oe e -. s were c :rnge~ l ed i n the :ieert of 

t he sea' '' U;) 

Not onl y were the \'::..ters of t he Red 3e E t ur ned be.ck but a!so 

the v:uter& of the r est_ of the v·orld"'. •rro :i "·h ence do we gather that 

the \rater i n the wells , anc cave& snd sp:-ings c..nd pit chers e.nd be.rrds 

a nd glassea ....nd fle. . ks v:ere al so turned backl ;ve read ;l., the we•tl 

' h nd t ne v:;..ters v:ere divided• in t he pl ur al not in t ne singular, i.e. 

all r. r.:•era of t he \':orld v-ere d ivided" . ( 3) R. Nathan a an: ed, "Hot.' do 

we know t hat t !:e upper nd l ov.er v1r..t ers were d-'.. v i ded? It le t1:t"itten, 

/: s. l.x.xvii:l6) 'The ,. e.ter s H.\'' Thee r.nd t !ley v.ere i:i pain'. ~e;e. 

are U.e upper \• aters.• '°rhe :. e~the e.l so tre 1bled '. • T'1ese &r e the l ow-

er \' · tera. A l1d it alao says (Haba.-.kuk iii: l O) ' The deep uttereth 

i ts voice ~1id lifteth ...1p its h :.nds on '1igh' . ,....;nc: when the wo.ters receded 

so did ell the WEt.t er s of t.1'e e~rth cio lik6v:i.&e~. '' ( 4 ) 

1- T'ne 1 "i1c ~!':l adds, "that i s t o s ey , t her8 were d: visi '.>ns as 
clear as t he he~ven s 

2- :.4> . 4g :...nd 49 t "' Sx . xiv:l6 cf. SIMjlta of T'!JDael t rnct. Bea.l' ..J.lach 

3- ~i& . 50 

~- :Js ~:!~oaus t i v; 2l cf. Jf@.ilta of l~ael tract . Beshe.llach 

(: 1) 



"Bot h t .e upc:ier i:.n . la\\ er v· ... t ers covered the J:gy:i-t.i nns. The 

ver y de _>ths c· o e up · n .:. coverec ti'l e s::.:y • nd !:lnde :b rk the lights 

f or s o it says (Ezek . ' XXii :8, 9) , 'Al l the bri~ht light1 o! the 

hec...ven v1i l l I .uake blac.-: over tr.ee and I siH'.1 1 pl c.ce de.r k: neH upon 

thy l and, eaye .. tbe Lord God. And I sheJ.l vex . r.e !le t1.rh ot aiany 

pe'-'plea when I e~ . t1..ll br ng t hy destruct i on among t :'le nat ions, unto 

the countries which t hou hast not knOl.'ll. • A.nd it snye (Ie. xiii: l O) 

'Fort .e store of t he he avens and t he constell~tiona thereof shLll 

not give t ·1eir li~hta. Th~ s un s i1nll be :iar .:ened i n his g i.ng f orth, 

and t he llOon sh ll not cause her li~ht to shin•'. Why? 'For I v:ill 

visit upon the world t heir evil and upon t he ~icked t heir iniquity•. 

And it is wr itten (Ezek . xxx:l8) , ' At Tebe.p*s also t he d <.. y ehf.11 

be de.roned '"hen I sh~l bree.k t her e .the yotee ~r EgyptJ and t he pri de 

of her pO\':er ehe.l.l cease in her; u~ f or her a cloud shall cover her, 

e.nd h91" daughter• shall go i nto captivity'" . (1) 

It ie a lso said the.t "the depth• covered them" (Ex. aha 5 ), Th• 

Rabbis aek, "\'/are t~e s.ny ubysaea there? ~as i t not t l beach t here? 

But this t3:\c he~ ue that the lower de;,ths a rose a s well as the :.apper 

depth1 and began fighting v:itil t .:e Egypti ans ~nd i nfl icted upon t hem 

all kinds of puni8hmente. Jontih on1y 'ent .iown to one dept h a~ it 

ia written (J?nah 1114 ) 'For Thou didst cast me i nto the depth, into 

t he heart of the seas' • And t !1e Egypt i ans were cast t o t t ·.'.> depths, 

" tb ' " a a it say s ' The/ r.e'!lt down to t he oep e • 2) 

1- ! . ~s . 62 to : x . xv:5 cf. ·:i dr o- s!l :>f -r-~mael 1'-r !l ct . Shir nte. 

2- Pl•1r r- l use here of ~ebrev· '."'Ord 
c on~ain f ul l passage. 

(32) 

· ·a. 62 cf . .. . of Is:J: el .. coes not . 



ln com:nent on the verse, ".lnd He t , .,k off t he i r '.:h 1::.r iot u-heels" , 

R. Judah ee..ys , '' : '/ the fi re from a bove , t i1e wheels below burned. Eut 

the •okes :....nc the cha riots ·: ept on runni n; ahead even i.n s;.ite of the 

drivers for these v:erd l a.den -.ith vessels of silver ::. nc! gold end 

'l'.i t!i !'r ecious st ·mee :ind pearl&, ..?.::id the Isr·•elit E- s \•:ere to get the 

S?Oil". The Isri..e:ites r;ere to get the me.ny S ~:> ils or the .::;5Y!'tkns , 

and even t ho".tgh t he chariots were d~stroyed, aod saw to it that t~1i:y 

;o~ld ~et the preci ous contents. 

The ::;;yptia.ns were sorely afflicted \.'hile they waited to destro1 

Isr a el the evening bf f ore t1•eir ~estruction. "n.nd t here 'l':'{.:.S i:. cl oud :.nd 

C.12.ri': nes&. The cl>ud '\';as e.t hrs.el and t~ e a ... r ~nese a b -ut t he -;:;:_rpt ic..ns . 

One •ho is enveloped in dr~rknes s , csn sec 'b&t hao. ens i n t!'le l i~ht. 

a :icl si nce the Ei ypt iruis '1·ere enveloped in dc r kness t h ey saw I srael , 

v:ho '\':ere enveloped i 11 :.i.g .t . Isn-.el 11i:& eat · ng an d drinlnng ~nd re-

joicin:i; . -:gypt thereupon sr.ot arrov.-s and b'lrn ing sto11es at I s r c;el but 

an ~~el ~nd the cloud r eceived the~ as it is s ~id , (11 Sa~ . x.xii:3) 

'The God who ie m~r Nck , in !1i':l I take ref .i ~e, .:i:· s:1iel d. n>id ::1:r horn 

of aal vat ion, ny hkh to~·er a11d i'ly refuge' . .be it a lso say1 (ibid ~ 1) , 

' The \"Ord of th e Lord is tried. "le is :... shield unto s..11 of them that 

t e.ke r efuge in ~iJ'. So dark~~:; i t among the ~gy~tians that if a n 

Egy;>tian stood up he v1G..s t he:n •1:1 ble to sit tlO\\n r:.~n in, " if he !':'ere 

sitting he coul:! Mt ~et up . If he-nrere c~:;ins so oething he could

n 't get rid of his bur den; if he r.ere free of a burden he c o~ldn't 

Jick one up . .,,nd t "1e :lurk r:as so thick it was to•ichabl e , as it says , 

( :Zx . x.: 21) ' ~:1 dt..rkdess ~-:as felt'" . (1) 

l - Us . 49 to Ex . xiv;20 cf. ILek~a o! Iomael, tract. Beshallacb 

(33) 



:g-.rpt __ir ied to flee fax. xiv:27) but r.3: unc:.ble, "From \''h ence < 

do "1
e lcn O\"" that wherever .. n :: 71'ti n r :...n tlie r ~ter \':'ould get t !ie r e first? 

The ve r s e aaye , ' And ~3YPt tri ed to f l ee'. This is to be lik~ ned to ~ 

dove that flees bef ore e. h v.-k U,."ld e ter s irlto t he pc..1 ce of the king. 

The king opens t he east ern '7ido\.s and t ne dove e oes ?ut . T:'le a.wt 
enters a fte r lt t:.nd t :., e k i ng locks all the •:bdov:s :~nd shoots arror:a . 

So it '' r:.~ rhen ": h e lnst Is~!l.P-lite c::-._"le up out of the sea; the ~ffY::>t ians 

went into i t . The sea 'f!as clos6d upon them fr .:n t he f our s:. ~es i n order 

t o destroy them ~ nd the adJi l'll.steri ng angel s thr er. at th~ hci l stones 

anci bri~s'f>ne , as it says (~zek. xxx.viii:22) ' ..uid I ~ill plead gainst 

Iii.a with pestil ence and with bl o ::>d ; ~nd I Till c::i.us e to r a in upon bi.11 

hnilst.ones , fire :....'ld l; r l.::ist ,,ne ' ''. fot only did God ::ive t :te:n :nany 

""'Unishments but the R~bbis ~ay , ''God .ns.je t he::i a.s st r ong as youth& so 

he c?uld pun i sh t~e:n STen ~ore" . (1 ) 

"When any 4id of wood 1'urns there is no sound but v:hen stubble 

b urna t here is :.1. s?und . So Wli~ it \'-'it!\ t'te .::!;;::y-ot i t :is. ?he !loise w· 

loud bece.ttse Of the puni ~Vlllent \\"~. i ch \'"6.S br ought ~°?"ft the~. ~Ver:; 

v:ood thc.t burns has s ubstc..nce to i t but st'Jbble bas no s 1bst· ..... "lce to 

it. So it wi:.s '"ith 3grt . T .ey dia not have uny subet :...nce bece.use 

of the gr eat ?Unishment s thc..t cw 1e upon the111 , e.s . t is r.ritten (Ia . 

xli1i:l7) ' They li~ m:·n to~ether, t h6; s -:..11 not riae , they Lr e 

extinct. They a r e quenched as a wick ' " • (2) 

1- Ks . 53 and 54 to 3x. xivs27 l ay on \n rd cf !J~l, tnct oHhallach 

2- ·:s. 63 t ., -:x. xvi? cf. llM1Ua. of Ipmael, tract. Shirata. 

(34) 



Not only did I sr ael talc e 11e.n:r t ings out of E:gypt r.11en they 

left but God s aw to it that t he spoil at t he Red Sea wes even great

er. Our · ~1dr~h e.ska , "';Vh7 does Scriptur e ~raise the spoil at the 

sea over the sp.,ils in ':;ypt? Be c:..·.ise vfa .. t v· s in t he nouse t hey t ook 

rro:n 1!:-y:>t, ~ .. nc what was !.n t h e t r ea::ury t :1e}• :.ook c.t t he !:ea. 5'or 

it is the custo.n of iinga v1hen t ".ey e~~at:'e i n \•·ar t o brin~ cut all 

their silver and ~old wi t h t hem i n order to sub; ect others to them. (1 ) 

For so it says (Ps. l xviii:l4 ) , ' The >ings of the dflve a r e covered with 

sil ver a.nd her oi i)i'Jns v.i"' h t~ e :.hi.~er of gold.. ' The \" in3s or the 

dove are : overed ;ith s i lver ' r efers t o t ~e spoils in 2gypt•, ' e.nd h er 

pinions ":ith sh:iminer s of g ... l ci' re~ers to t r.e sooih at ~he ?tee Sea. It 

is \':r i t ten (SS . 1:11 ) , ~e t:ill :l:......<e hee circlets of t;ol ? '. This r e-

f ers to t e spoil ; n '.:l"ypt; ' '.'.' i th studs o!' s ilver'. This r efers to 

t he <;-ioils t..t the 'R.t:d Eei.. . :~~ · leo { -:i e~ . xvi:7), • A-'1d t h o·l didd 

inrr ' ase c..nd gr r. up ' . Th i::. r e.:'ers to t i-.e ~ Poils b "::g :,rpt . ' .• ud t :iou 

ca.~eat to excellent be~uty'. This r efors to t~e s~oils ~t t he ~ed 

s~~. The spoils at the R~d Sea ~ere ~ore than t; o f old t~os~ in 

So gre~t r.' E t~e q~ini out or ~gy~t th~t i t G' hoed over the ------whol e \.Orld . In · o:n:nP.ntin~ u":.'on ~he vers e, "i...'id ,Tet-,r o the f e.t:-ier-

in- la.w of :.:oseG ri eerd" {!x. v:viii:l \ 'R. l bH -:.lieier said, "He heard 

a.bout the diviliing of t he Red Sea :..nci he C'J!le . For , .. e find that .ln 

1- l o t h;,t t h e ci->~t ives ; ·111 n.ot rebel, s eeing t '!ie ure~t ?'ea.1th . 

2- '"s. 25 ,,_~d 26 t o ~x . xii13"i cf. ' ' eldlt" o! X.-el tract. Pieba. 

( ~5) 



t he d~y t -;, e Red Sea ""&£. r.:i vi.aed for Isra e • , it v·as h ea r d from 

Jnt end of the r.orld to ~ nother, a& it is e~id , (J ' s~ . v:l ) ' hnd 

it c:::.. te to "'· ::..s :: r. "l en c· , l the r.· • .r t h 't ' on t t1e -. .in ~s o,. .A •• _oni ee wno y;ere 

other siae of t he :orde.n ~nd all the ~~n~o.:ite kin-s ~~o rere ~t t he 

sea he~rc t h- t the Lord dri ed up the r i ver lord~n so t n! t !sr~el 

could pass over'" . (1) 

The o;;:oing o•.1t of -:~:r-:it v:-c:.s ~ ver ·• - re:-.t t · "'g i n t he e:,·es or the 

Rabbis for it rnr.rked t !'le be~inm.n of t '1 e 11 t ionhood of Tsr r.el. The 

Peo ·le of Isn:.el \"·ere br1 ~·it out so t .e·· ul~ be d ven t ~ e TorP~ rit n 

v hich ~ 11 t;o;· t el!e to become a S?eciel !)C0'1le . It i s t "iere f ore from t hi s 

but lso i ts advent : nto n~tion.h::> od. The q :.bl:is ther efor e sr...y th · t 

the Yerse, "ThP '.. ord r.r ou::-ht Isroe l out of : 'Y?t ,, t .. l ls us th('t the 

exodus from -.;g:;pt .,'17 :. -equal in the e es of t ne Lor d t J d l the Clir-

o.cle s r.nn r r entnessea \"~:ch the Lora \','TOU"'ht f :>r t '· e cl: i l dr en of 

:!sr el ''. (2) 

'.fot 0'1ly 01d ":od or in:: the for ces of n ·t ur e - - inst Egy ~t b·rt 

he -1~0 br ou..,.t1t .,_hem to · i~ I s r' el in ~he C"Oin"'. :>ut of ·~C"y">t . ''Tl.'hen 

! s r · el 1 eft '.:p-;•nt • se" en clo~c s of ..-lory v R!'lt o· :t , .. ith 'them to oro-

iect them' . f I . ' Dur J.ng the dC'.y , e -,ill" r of c10•.1d , \ n1ch wP~ one , 'Thy 

c_ouds standetti JVer toeill' ( Num. xiv: 14} i s ti:o~, 'and in a pillur 

o! c loud "T.nou ~ueat ., ... -• e them' is three~ ( ibi ci) ; ' I.nd when the 

1- ::..s . as cf. l!akiit.k or J7~el ,tract. Amal.et 

2- l~s. 86 to Zx . xv-iiiil :.nc !.is. 7tz. to '€Y. . xvi:6 er. l.cc~ilta of 
J s;n:_el t: • '! a yas sa 
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cloud t't:..rried ' {ibid ix:l9) is fourt ' And when the cloud wns 

taken up ' ('.::x . xl : 36) i£ f ive; ' s.nd v hen tht: i l oud was net taken 

up ' (i x . xl:37) ir. six; ' For t !'le cloud o f thi: Lor ci 11a s u9on the 

t&.tE rnr..cl e by ciay' (::,"< . xl ;~3) i & seven. ~our on t l: e fou r s icies 

of th6:i and one l::l.bove f.~i ci m e be.l o~ , o.:-.d ?ne · ent ~e!"~r~ them to 

:' r e ;iere the v:e.y for them. It r e.is ed • ne lo\"." pla ~ es _na ;nc.de lc:A;1 Er 

the 'ii :_:h ? L ces an:.\ mnde for the~ .:. pln.in , u.s 1t i~ s&ici (Is . xl ; ~ ) 

' ~.ver·· vci.llej s hW. l be liftec W\C e:ver:• : 011nttin c::".l :: hill :;h::..11. be 

::iaC.e lo'I:·; ~-nd t!le r utt§;ed i; ~.1 1 be :::i<-.cie level ,and t h e r ough pla.:es 

n ?lain ' . Alic i t o.l e o says, ( Is. xi: l6) •.:...1:1 -+.. : ere s all be c. hi~h\'"e..y 

for the r :;:;m&nt or his people ~ t !1?.t s i" ! l re:n~in from "ss~rr i~, 

~s ther e ~·us for Isr~el i n t he da y t hat she c~~e up out of the l a nd 

of : : :rpt' . Thi e o..lso teM~h ee us th.t just u .: in t he :'uture all 

vt...ll €ya v:il: be rai~ed Knd 1:1.ll .?o;ntai ns t..nci "l •11& ·:.ill l e : owered 

ao it \':'a .. when I11r a el '" e:it ".JP fr om Sgypt . " ( l ) 

'" !he pill1.:.r of cl o ud cid not ;nove ~~ · u•-'f ' i".) r th e: 9illa r of 

f l. r e b·• ~ i' - ht ' ( ~x .,. : u·· • "J2' '"''-. i's .-r .... ·,·e-c: t.""t t."" _...,_ i·11 .... ~ r of cl oud • I - • o _. • .,_;.. o "' } '.I - "" " "" " " 

.,;-aa still there , • 1 t n the ~ni..r of f ire s!' one fort'.1 , 2.!1d v 11.il e the 

;i illt.r of fire \' us et t ·aere tne pillar of cloud cw::e forth . The 

li5hts or t he sun aid not ~nnihilu~e the ?ill~r s of the c:oud by day 

nor t he li~ht or t he noon =icke vi vid t he pillar of fire E:t n i~ht". (2) 

Fr om the verse ''to ~o b:.r d y , nci. r.i ·ht" , the R~bbie deduce the 

fact t he.t , "The j ourneying during the o!l:r \•:as with t he se:ne c:>::if ort 

..,.-----~~ ----------~~~-=-=~~--=--77""-~- ·- - ---
1- :;a . 40 to : ... x . x i va21 cf . :~ • Bes'hc....llach i n the Mekilt a o! I~l 

z- 1:6 • 40 t o ~. xiv;21 cf. :..: . ;eshs.ll t.:.ch in t he Metil t a of • !'-uael 

(37) 



ae tileir .n ... r ch a t nii:'ht~ - . Juat as during the day t~ey oidn't lu~k 

·the light necessar y f or tra vel, so too at nigtrt. wici J ust e..s nt hl.ght 

the sun dicl not ocorch t heo nor C:i ci they bec ')me ·, •11;.;J Y and thirsty , so 

too did it ha p_1en t hut ci•J r ' ng t he d&y t heir journey \'.'C.S \athout hunger, 

t hi r st or the scorch or the s un ." (1 ) 

"In or ae r to r;revent them frl):n ent er ing t he v:ilderne-a rec~le~sly 

\~ hen I sruel sa'Vi t :-ie v:-e.ters in front of t he::i cmd t i1 e ene.:iy pur&uin& t~1 era , 

".iod s ent v ild be1;..sts to (.eep t hem f rom rur.ninE i nt o th e v:ilC::.nnes&. ?or 

so i t is s6.id, · ~nd t hF \' llc er .:- ess clos ed t hen i n'(Sx . 1iv:~ ) . The 

v-or c closin~ ct.:.n ...:~ no bing else but l'.ilC. bec...s t& c.s it is a&.id, {!lwi . 

vi;27) , ' t.ly God hath sent tis l.nr;el s a.nci hr...th s hut the lion ' s 1out!'l . ' '' ( 2 ~ 

The I sraelites bec~e d she r t nned ~ nd' c...JJe rnto = '.oses ~ing him 

' "'hen \•:il~ Go ci S (;..V e u~ , for v•e c.re afr t... i ci . The Isr~elites felt thG.t 

t he:: were 1; n~tle to endure thh e.nd wait f ')r r ede:01,,t ion. "!.toses t hen 

? r ayed to God a.no God c~u~ed t ne Ts r : e · it es to see sque.or ons upon 

sq~::.drons of .ninister ing nc~ls stu. d ing bef or e t t eJ11, as it is sa i d, • ;..nd 

t •h en t !1e serv c..nt of the m:... n or God \'.&S r isen ee.rly end g:>ne forth , be-

nold, ~ host r:H h horses anci ch ~.ri ·:>ts v1ere a.rounci ~he city. .i.nO. :,i,; ser-

va nt stid t o hu, .i.l~s , :i~· m· !;ter hor· shell v:e do? J.nd t he :xmster 

r.nswered, Fe . r nC't ; f or t hey a re ,. ith us ..nor e thi:.n the~· :::r e v:ith the:n • 

.l\r.d '.3:lisha pr ayed "'"d said, •Lord I ~ray t"lee O:'!en his e;rer. ,. the.t he 

:nay see. And the Lor d o~ened ~he eyes of the ·oung .llt:..n ... nci he &~V7, 

u:nd behold, t he mountain v:a:; full of horses :::.nd ch r iot s of fi re r ound 

1- l.!s . 40 

2- i!s • .r: l c.nci 42 cf . Be i.:.he.llach in the Uekilta of T~l 
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about :!.lisha'. (II Kgs. vislS-17) And so also at this time ~!osee 

prayed and God cc.used them to see1 sc u:•drons ,., f ministering angels 

st nding before them. ~nd t hus it s~ys , '4t the bri~htness before 

Ri:n, t here passed t : rough ~is thi ck cloud1 hailstones and clouds of 

fire'. ( Ps. xvi i i;l3) ~is thick clouds as ~;ai7~t t heir squadrons , 

hailstones a s ~~-inst their cat~pult1; . ocls a• against t heir arrow•• 

fire as a.gainet t «eir naptha. 'The Lord alao thunder ed in the 

heavens ' ( ibid 14.) as agdnst t he claahing of their s hi elds and the 

noise of t'1eir t r a..1pllng slioes . 'And the l~ost ~igh geve f ortb His 

voice ' ( ibid) ~ s ag~inst t heir rhetting the swords. •;uia He sent out 

His a r rows and sce;.ttered the.:t ' (15 ) a~ Bi nst t •· eir arrows. ' !~nd 

~e shot forth l i s!{ni ngs and discomforted them', as against t heir shout

inga. He con f ounded them and t rougbt confusion e.:;iong t h em. ~e t ook 

av.•ay their si l!n&.ls so they di d not knov.- v:hat t -r.ey v:ere doing" . (1) 

The forty years w:...nder i ng in t e e \\ilderneE& ~ lso occe.si.oned 

many mir~clea. It v;r.s here th e.t God gave Isr e l t '1e me.nne. to eat; it 

\':a s here tilc.t \'1uter gushed forth fr :>m t h e rock , and it 't':" s here t L.t sE lt 

\'1c..t er bee~ .11e sweet. These nirc.cles ~i ver in the ? i ble \' er~ e.dded to 

e.nd embellished by our Rc.bbia. ~iew specule.tions a cco-nparied the 

discu~si :>ns of e:~ ch of theee~ ..... ;e are told in t h e Fible, ' The 

people took t r.air do~~h before 1t ~as le· v$ned, their k:ne~ding 

troughs bein~ bound up i n ~heir clothes upon t~ eir shoulder•'· (Ex. 

xiis34) This v:: s done because t h ey dicn 't h .ve e. ce.ra.Ye.n t o carry 

1- l!a. 46 and 47 to Bx . xiv;l3 cf. :.,! . of Is.ai:.el tre.ctate Be::-s!'lellach . 
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the thinga. Later in the ~ible it see~s t~ say thet the clildren ot 

Isr~el were we:..lthy , b•·t t hi= teachee us t r.fJ..t thou~ t 1.ey were able 

to c~rry only a l i ttle f ood yet a bleseing Entered t here:upon and they 

<>te of this unle~vened bread for thirty-one d::.ye. This vie.a fl.6 t :-sty 

to them • .s t ne manna.'' (1) 

The Rabbis , to , , deli;:~ted in shov1i ng t h e vari : us kinds of t c:.stes 

that the ut:::.nna. and \•re.ter g:r.ve the Tsrcelite s . "Rabl::i Joshuo. s e;.id 

.!et hro was tal ki ng :-.bout the g::>od!less of the :ianna. 'l'·hen t he v er s e 

s u:·s, ' And ~- e7 ~ro r cj · i ced f :;!' t:.11 t he good!1ess ,. i ch t ?:e _or d hud 

cio!'le t:> h r- e l '. (J:x . x.iii: ('I ) ?.e s tid i n t 1:e lil"ttla t t:d t he :-ioly One 

:Blessed be He '"" :....ve t o us 'I' e a r E; able t o t~ .. te bread , or rr.e .. t, or f ish 

or locusts, ::nd c.11 the sweet tas t:tng t ings i n t:ie v:orld as it is 

ee.i d 1 the best , th~·t is, the best of eve-r ything thr: t i s <;ood". (2' 

"Rabb i Eliezer of !'odiu::i s:.tys t '1· ... t .Teth r o here mf'e..1:: not t he r.l(:nna 

but t r. e w:.ter or t ne \ell. 9e se.id, i n thP ~r:.ter tha t God gave IJS we 

t ested honey, milj• · i!le , both old c..nd ne\·1, P"\d t hP -: r- ste of 11 the etJeet 

t hin!\S i n t he v:orld fo r it is \':r itten, t he best of t:-i e beet, .that is , 

r.11 the test of ever yt.1ing the t :.s f::OCd". (2) 

The :nimna a~pe r ed to ;pe-- 9er son .. n c.ny for:n or t :-,!ot e t h:.t he 

~·ished l!.ccoroing t o our :tekilta. "R • . ~osh '.1' aaid ~ for ;.,i.:n -:·ho v:-ished 

it to be b·..ked, 1t ,_.a.: b:-.ked; f or him t.ho r i shed it t o be cook E'dt it 

1-::s. 24 cf . ,, if ... 

2- !.~s • S7 

2- !.'is. 87- 88 cf. t{ .. 

I~ael to verse =- •:.h5 ch r et.ds 

l :..- :I o:i"} ,.l,t!' i :• l~ l ' O"l'
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"°e:: cuoked ;and R. £liezer cf ~odium said, he v:!'lo v;-ilshed to t t.ste i n i t 

a be.ked thi n :r c!id, t1 e t':!lO t.i s hec! to t e.ste i n it a cooked thing also 

did. ~e could t nste in it tne t~ste of ~ny beked f ood in the v.orld". ( 1) 

The Rr. bb i s wer e very jnterested ir. shov-;in r.: that God c:-~used 'r.Ot er 

t ..i come f r om t he r ocke, •A.nd t o 1m ke sur e tar t t her e wer e no wel ls t here 

He s .ed ;o r;ec to h.ke t ne -:lders of t ne people "1th Him"~ ( i} 

"The s:rmbol of Uoses ' elect i on v:ns t r.e st <- ff of God. l.ioses s e.i d 

t o God , .. :.h :.his staff f inu :1ast e r ought tile:n f r o?D ~i:;ynt e.nii ctlused them 

to pass over the Red Sea e.nd giv81l t hem t~e qu~ils, ~~ci sent the~ manna 

and -.·r 'Jught f ? r t h e.:i i:la.'ly .niraciee and !lOY: in t his hour 1 hou s halt also 

crente .:na.n;r !:li!'<!.Cl es 1:1.nt.. y·onder s fo r t'1€!11". {3' 

Not onl )• is ';od ".l1:mi ?otent , t ne all pov;er fu l creator of he:.ven ~nd 

earth; t!ie aosrce frorn t""hich r<l..l ::ii~ht a!'l:l "ov:er ~lo\':s; but ne i s a lso 

a ll-knC1\':ing o.nd. an ~l \" iEe God . The :l:ibb i s :;, f the T~aitic a~e str e& c-

ed t · i !O f' El ct tl nd \•;e h o...v e t.. number of such r e.:iinisc nccs in our ·~ckilta. 

"Goe diO. not r -'ally need t :-i e blood of the la:nb on the nouse"' of tne 

t"hildren ot I s r ael :'or ever :rt'.'ling i:o r evea led 1; ,. f ore h io and thie bl ood 

is pl r. ced t 'iere f?r 'Jod ulone to see but co ct:iers v. .. uld not s e e it ." (4) 

To s ho•1 t he o;:m:.sci e'1ce of 'i~d t!Je :tabl::is -il ay bec:.utiful l y on the 

v:ord t. MSli J :ind rnr.~ used by (;od and .. os es res .,ectively . ::-; ..... ys 

1- , . 
-·6 · 7S t o Jx . Y.vi ;23 c r. i . -·· Ve.y;.i.asa ot Mekilta ot Itma•l 

2 - :~s • Sl t o -X • ;>Vii : 5 _r-
... J. • I~ . '!' ·c.ct. 'Tr .. yassa 

3 - !.!a . 82 t".l :x. xvii i '.3 

4 - ::a• 14 t.J :;x . ;di; l3 c! • 
. , of Ia. to xii : 7 ... 
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::labbi Simeon ben Joche.i, ( :X. xii : 9) "r.!os es "r:ho di d not .•now t he 

hour s b.Ild .:iinutes anci sen nds -:>f the night said (ex. xi:4) , ' About 

.nidnifjlt •; but t he 1ioly ' ne ! lessed be !ie v·h-: i<:1oi.s t he exa c· bour • 

.unute ... a.nd secunds ot t he night s r?:7s '~d it s~ cJ.!. come to pe.ss 

at aipight •• " (1) 

"lloses said to I&rael (ix . xii: l 2 ), 1A!ld I sn.11 oasa over t he ltHtd 

' of Egypt on t h i s ni~bt ; but he dl.d not fix t he exa ct time of ~od's paas-

i ng f:O i:!lo.t Israel .ui &ht not sit ::.nc t h ink evil t :1ou~hts, s~yini; t he.t 

the t Llle h;..s alr ;;ady ·: ::J e c.nd v:e he.ve not been redee-.:rnd. But a- ··os ea 

s c..id unto !'naroah, 
1
Thus- saith t.he 1.ord, /,.bout .~il night'. , e s a id '.L"lto 

him, ' T .e t (1ing is 't'lei£hed v:he n ;nidr,isht wil · be r ee:..ci1eci . • ?erhap11 it 

v:ill be t. s 9lit second e•:rli er or l ?.ter; but the :Joly One blessed be He 

snid , ' .. nd it snall con:e t o na.s :- at ;;;id :1i ~i..t' for He si tteth up n t he . :.' ' , 
hour t.t Jne c.nd superi n+. Gnds th e hour as :... nf'.ledl e ?Oint for no kingdom 

shall t ouch its nei~~bor even ~ split sec~nci . (V. ~erac ~ ot 4S :b) But 

~hen the t ime or ~ r. in~oom ~omee t o be ~estr~yed, t f i t is i n the dty 60 

i t i s done; ...nd if 1 n t.he ni;ht so i t is done -nd so it is written, ( Ezek . 

x.xx :16) ' Ari t.., in ·•oth s ~all .: ome adver s aries in t ne :la y tlllle ' r.nci u.lso 

._. l B) ' ht 1'eh:..nhf e" es also sh~ll the d:::.y, ithdr&11 i tself' .... no i t also 

s &.ys , ( Du'l . v:30 ) ' :n t.h::..t !li:;ht Eetfs hazzo.r the Chal~ee.n king we.s 

ala.in'" • (2 ) 

:::oci ~:nov;s the .llin';t es t :i.etail '.l f every :me' s exist ence . Sven 

1- •:s . 22 cf. 1 ' . to &M e v erse ~ - . : ischo of Ueltilt " of Imzwll 

2- M• · 22 t o ~x. xii : 29 
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clanc.estine love &ffai rs <.nd the C'> llllitting of atlulter :r i n secret 

do not esc~:'le Rh ~aie . "For t he ~gypti~n~ v.-ondered r:hy 'we a re all 

dee..d men' {Ex. xii: l 3) fo r acco r ding to t he decr ee or :,'.ose• onl y the 

fir st born were to die . Yet meny others v ho were not f i r st born in the 

hou~hold died. "'nlat they :iid not kncm", say t oe Rc;.bbi& was the f a.ct 

the..t "ell of ther.i v:er e stee:>ed in a dultery. Cne ::ie.n would ro :ne upon 

t en v.ives nd these ~ould bea r childr en end o.11 theGe would be firs t 

c orn of the v.-omun; · nd ten oen \rould co•ne i.nto ;ne wor.ian a..11d ten 

ch i l dren ~ould b e born ~nd these ~ere ~l f irst born of the men". God 

~new "'1 1 this ~nd in t~eir oeath ex~osed t neir a dulterous p~renta . (1 ) 

Not only does God kncnr. ever:rt :iing v:~1 ich is about to take pl ace 

in m~ture but q e also is co nizant of o.11 !'uture h ap;:eninga . "I t 

was kncnrn ~ nd reve::..led bef:>re ;te t".ho s ~~ke a!'ld the \7or l d c...:ne i nto 

bei ng, th~ t r:hen Isrf.el v•o•ll d en"; er th e l end ~n t he f utfrja, S:'le \':"ould 

observe the Fcssover - ereoonit s. For so is i t ~ritten, (Josh. v;lO) 

' A<~d the children of I srael enc :aped i n r.i lgal e. nd they observed the 

Pa ; &over i n the fir st ~onth, the 14th , ay of the ~onth i n the P l aine 

of Jer i c110•. t · 1186 ) And in the VJo r ds of R. ,Toshua , The ttoly One 

Blessed ! e ~e s aid to :..oses t hat it is r eveG.led !!nd knorn before :na 

whr..t Israel has a.aid and \<:hat IsraEl s hc.ll in the futur3 say'' • { 2) 

1- Us . 24 cf. ~.{ . of I . Tr act. Pis ch~ 

2- :.:s . 76 to E>: . xvi ; l2 er. Is . Tr <..;t. ih .yo.ssa . 
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God ia the s1mwation ot all those !Ilor al perfections •:h i ch r:ian 

in his smr:l l way hopes so~e aay t c r each. ~od i s so great , however, 

that man cannot appr oach Him. The Rabbis often a ccentuated the vast 

gulf tht'.t lies bet.-een God and man : or His v:ays are no+. as :nan '•· (1) 

"R. Ishmael ben .. · obun· n son of Srika said, c~.ne and ~ ee how dif

f er ent the <r1ays of :ne.n } e f,.... ~he ways of ~od . Han add& S\'1eetness in 

or der to cur e the bitter but He who spoke and the v;or ld c .Jr.e i nto being 

does '10t so; lie adds bitter ness to cure the bitt er neea . '~°', sot · He :)Uts 

a thing th· t is spoi led into sonethin~ th&t has spoiled in order to per-

form a :ni r~ cle. In like manner you must interpret (2 Kgs . ii:2l} , ' And 

Re v;-ent forth with the s pr ing of waters, e:id cast some salt ~herein and 

s u.id , Tnus saith the Lord, I have healed these waters ; t here she.11 not 

be from thence e.n:r more de,.th or ah c o; r rving'. i .nd behold even good r.ater 

if you put s &.lt . into it ':' i11. tasts bad. :imr so t hen'? qe outs a thing 
w.t .. ~ ~ ...... , i;h .t ~pa· It 

th~t S?oilsA ~n order to perform '- ::::1iracle there~·ith• .~d so :nust you 

interpret (Is. xxxviii ; 21 ) 'l..nci I eaiah s aid , Let them take 1..:. ci..:.ke ot 

f igs e..nd l~.y it for r! pla.ste r u;.>on the. boil :.nJ he shcl.l recover' . I s 

it aot :-tr..ue if yo._. put fige upon rav: flesh t hey '\':ill s ;)oil? But Hr 

pl a ces a thing th~t s ..,oi li> on something ,,-:t ich has s noiled i.n order 

t o perfonn ~ llllr:. :::le there"·ith". (2) 

fft. 
'~\iho is l ike unto Thee glo r i j U$ in holine••'· ~v:ll ) Thou nrt 

fair a nd r::iighty in holiness f or t he natur e of tk.n i s not o..s t "le nat •Jr e 

1- Us . 169 to -:X. iii:l7 
c1vc~ ,,,, 011 i~: niD~ ~~• ,,c,~ 

2- s. 73 to ··x • . : v: 25 cf. !~ti:iltP- of J~ , trac~ , .,. ~n sso. 
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of God. i.~e.n h not ' ble to s·~y tv·o Y:or ds i n :>:'le ut~erlince but qe >.ho 

s poke a.nd t he Vlor lci c -:ne inti:> be i ng i::: not ~ "'• for Re s poke ten co.l-

o~nd:nents i n on e utterance, e.s it is said (~x . x.x;l ) ' An~ Ood S?OJe 

<ill the&e v:or da s .::.ying'. t.=an i e not t>.bl e t o l ict.en t o t v:-o peopl e 

a t once, but He v.-ho ~pok e ?.nd t he v.-orld CP.-;ie i nto be i ng i s !iot so , 

fo r t he v:hole universe co:ne s and p• cys to him n.nd He listens t o t hd r 

pr~y~rs a~ i t is snid, ' Thou tn ~t ~earest pr~yer, unto Thee doth 

· 11 flesh C )1:1e ' • ( Fs . lxv: 2) .':..nc ~.lso i n this v: ray fte ::t<'..ll "nd t~od 

different . aa n \;or ke f or ~ :n ster 1 h· SO\iS f --i r him, nlo11f"hs for hi:n, 

~eeds f o r h iJI: a.nd he r r eelvea a coi n for his r.~rk. Put Re ~ho s poke 

e!ld tne v.-or ld c· .Je into b e.in" i s "lot so. I f the :i ., de i r es c-hildren, 

~e ~i·1es t hem t o hi.il, us it i ::. l""ritten (!-s . cxxvii: 3 ' ' Behold c!'lildr en 

~rs ' "leri t ~ :e of t he ~ or rl ' • rr lie di:£:.r es \"i1S C.o:i , ~e r. j ve:: i t t o 

11..l:I 'r. i t i s ~· ritten, ~rov. i i : 6' ' For t •1e ;or ~i -ziv etr• 1-.ilido1n . IDf 

h e des ire& r icnes , ~e ~i''1es th~ t h i !'.l t ~ ~ r t s :.rs , ~ ! ~h . xxix:l2 ) ' 

' :-ti i:- 11es ar. r. nonor co ie f r o:n :'bee ' • ' ~e~ r f ul ! n .,r : i s ee' not ::.t n· n , i s 

'1od . P'o?" mi th ::io.!1 , ' !e it. i ) r e revered ' ilo i s ~e.rther s.wu.:: fr ".>m hi::i : . 

r bvered by those •:ho ~re :1e:.r "ii:: .nore t h;..o b·· t,·1,,s c t·h · - r e f ttr fro.o 

·1L.1 , as it su.~•s (r s. 1:3) '.~ncl .-ouno e.b -:ut v i m it storme~b :ii ghtil• '. 

And i t aaya, \ ( ~&. lx.xxix: a) 'n ~od cireD: ed i nt e Counci l of t he ~oly 

0nes ~nd f ea red o f • .11 tne."'l t '1c.t ~re r ound =. .. out l'.!im'. r.nn it s ;..ys, 

{Zob xxvi Z) · ~o~inion and fe~r are ~ith qiJn•. nnd i:Uso ·{Lev. x i ~, 

t t ... ~ .. r ' .. ~e I ., 1·i 1 ....... a1metif'ied' . Not ne t !1e 
' ·:·~ro·'!;h he:-:i .:.. " i:.r e .. e . • -
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;ac.nner of man iE t oe manne r of God in doi ng ' · onders . :.:en build• 

t he l ower s torilia first r.n<i t u en t he upper etoriee. But He r:h o 

It• 
s~ok& nnd t u e \'. rld me into bei ng i s not so;juild• t he upper 

pa.rt• f i rst and t en t he lower, ~6 it i s said, {Gen . 1:1) 'In the 

beginning God created tne heavens and the e E.rtil •. And s o is it r;:j1en 

man mMe.s r· root, he builds it v.i th , ,..,od nnd stones &nd cL.rt. But 

lte \ .ho s poke and t 11 e v: r ld c-ie int~ being i s -·.ot &o . For when 

He .1e.Aes a. root, he s .. a.pee it \.ith v.ater, f.s i t i u s aid, (F1. civ: 3) 

' 1:\110 ...iake.th of water e. cover f or his upper c!te.."!lbers . ' Een is u·1-

a ble to f orm tnings fro.a we.t ar t..lone but l-!e by \':hose w:.rd t oe world 

cane i nto Le1ng c&.n , e.e - i t i s said, (Ge:'l . 1 :20) 'And t he Lo r n t.:: id, Let 

t .1 e u tters swarca f orth creep- ng thin~s \. i th life'. (1) Likewi se man 

1. a..mot aie.ke. forms " ith di r knese. Eut He by who1e han<i the world caaae 

into be i:lg ce.r. , L l! it is :,a.id, ( Pe. cxxx.ixalS) ' V:hen I Vi as aic.de in 

s e cret ... nd wroug!lt in t he lowest part of the ee..rto'. Li.ce-o;ise v.hen 

.11e..n v i shes t o -Cree.te e. f orm, he begins v.•i th the heu ~r foot or another 

of ~ts members. But 1e ~. :o • ?Oke and t he woi:lcl ca.;ie into being is not 

s o , f or when He f orms a. creature it i s ~1 1 r , rmed at once, a s it ie 

~ritten (ler. x;li) 'For :-:e creates all'. .~.no abo, (I Swa. ii: 2 ) 'There 

i s no r o ck l i Ae our God', th•:t i s, t here is no creat ; r like our God.(2 ) 

~ben llle.n IilUea h. f or m he .u~t put (:t 'I I 9~ ~all the · olors i nto i t. 

Bu-: t h e H.oly One Bles sed be He creates Man from one color; the pupil 

i:=-ct. I~. tra ct a.te Shir ct a 

2- 1!$. e6.d• 1 , , :s for , n 
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of the eye:. w111 ... h is blad e, he s!4Trounds with v;hitei end the v:r.ite 

teeth lie surrounds t"itb red. t~c.n uio un~bl!! to cre&.te one fr ,m "'itnin 

anoti'ler, ,.,hi le God cr er.tes ::ian from t he womb of hi e ?llother. I.fan ;na.kes 

t:.n i.mt:.ge eDQ it cnnnot move f~o~ its ~lac~ ; but t h e Holy One Eleesed Be 

He cre~ted ~an ~ho c n go from one end of t he worl d to another. iAan 

createb a fona 1Mic!i cun ,·.eitb~ r see, ile11r nor ape . .lq but t he !iol ;· One 

Blessed be He created IDl'!ll ahcl he eeee, beers e.nd &peake. Kan creates 

an il!Age but he cannot ph.ce t here i n a soul and i nsiciee ; but the ~O -Y 

One Bl essed be He cr eated ine.n a~ci ;eve him a ~Jul WIU i nsidee, aei it-1.a 

written concerning David (Pe. ciiiil) ' Bles s t he Lord 0 my soul; a.nci 

all t .B.t is '"i t .1_n .!le bl eae ills Holy '~e:ae ' ". ( l ) 

S-nce, a s we :i ve seen, t ne R~btis be_ieved t h•.t God t."!S.£ t he 

Cr e.,t or of he ven en:l earth, t :1e e . l po.1erful :>.nd all ~no~;ing God, one 

might expect t hat He wa.~unrelent ing, avenging terror ••no made 

people worship HL and who a cted as a t yrant over t hem. We find : ust 

t~i• ~ind of chief god wn~ng many pri.Ilitive peoples, god• who need 

pr<>pitic:.tion i n - rder t o look upon t ~.elr peoples with f avor. The 

Rabbis, however, felt t nat be_ause God w~s so gre~t a nd powerful He 

was able to a llow Sis leniency P..:td ~is mercy to te~per His divine 

justice. · e t herefore f i nd t he.t God created tbie .,orh t;ith t r.e at

tri bute of mercy &s well a s th~t of Justice. 

1- J..:e . 66~67 .::x. xv:ll 
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"The use of the ~ord -, It (God} ref': ecte h~s attribute of m. roy, 

a.a it ea.ya, 'God of my father"' ; Ex. xv : 2) , t u , ,n i cil the Rabbb e.dd, 

"With .11e tie us ed his attribute of . .ier<:y v;heree.s with my f e.t hers Ne 

uaed t he attribute of justice. One use of :i '' It means the at-

tribute of ..lerc:; , · a& i t is ~.-ritten (Ps. xxii:2 ) , 'U: God, 311 God 

~hy haett thou forsaken me ' . An d cl.so, (NU1J1 . xiial~} ' God please 

heal. her', a nd al.so (Pe . ~v1iia 27) 'The Lord is God e.nci h:la given u& 

light' ". ( l ) 

"The reason t .1u1t God s aid, •1 a.a t !le Lor d t ny ' ;on', wa s t n .. t t .. e 

J oly Oae Eless ed be He s ....id, If ye do ~J ~ill then I snf:.11 be t h6 Lord 

a s it i s s aid, (.':xxivz6) 'The Lcr d , the LOTc God, ~erciful qici 

c.Jmpassiono.te', c..l1ci i f ye do it not, t hen I 1WJ :;our God, I s hbl l 

punish y .:i u f . r your s i ne. For t ':e word 'thy God' ( _ ., ~.. I :netuls 
I "'It 

t he ~ttrib~te f j ustice . (2) As i t s ays, · ~nd God spok e all these 

words , s a1 i ng'•in t he ntr..~e .:if t he ~ttribute o f j uctice (3) and so ~t 

times uiuet Goci be an a·;eo;:ing God, a he.r e Go·_ , an unmer. iful God ' "• (1: 

Hot onl;,' is God t .:i s v:~ y but he i s r:.lso ( 

m~ ster of mer..: y. "For Goci s !!id unto Moses, t hou art r-. le- der, f:lr I 

do not ba.v6 wiy c.gents nor ar inies, nor s eraphi:n nor ophanim nor 

~inistering angels nor chariots t nat I s .ould send f~rt'l to t a ... e out IJy 

peo?l • • t hat you shoulu s~y unto l e, send by the ne.nd ~hom f hou 

eh::?.11 eend . 1 am. He wh:> has beer1 cal.led 'rrom t .1e r : sing of the sun 

1-Ue. 61 t o Ex . n:2 

2- Us. 103 to z:x . n:2 

3- :~s . 103 t o Ax · xx : l 

4- L s. 105 t o Ex. xxaS 
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unto its set t ing.• For a ccording to str ict j ustice you ~re w~rthy o! 

z.nnihilati ,n, b t I run .:..11-mer.:ir ul, t.1erefo1·e it is ~ id, •Ano 1od 

S?Oke t 0 !£oses and ;-:e said t o him, 'I EU .c. Lore. •. (l ) R. Jude.h 

s n.ys, ' And God E?Oke unto ~~ ses' ( E:x . vi;2) ; t he Holy One Bles sed be 

:le sai d unto ~osee, I ~ t he ,Jast er of t ::e t:orld, I e_a full of mercy , 

I am f ti t :.ful t o r eward my chi ldren who h <:ve been enslaved by Jl&.%1 and 

70~ s ·Y unto m6, ' Send by t h e hand \1,horo t 1ou sht!J.1 send'"· (2) 

I n the foreg: ing picture of God, we he.Te aeen Him a s t a€ gre4 

and po~·erfulcJhe wast God to vhatll i t would s eem aite difficult 

for .:i;;.n to r each. The psnL 1ist i s able t o : ict ure t i s God by s nying 

't11e i1eavens decl iire th6" ~.=.ory of God; It t · . .<es t .1e \'aatnea1 of t he 

heavens t o t;.p proa ch ~i.n . Goci 1h0\\·ever , . cc , r ci:.ng_ t .:i Re.b bi nie 

t heology, had another a s pect, ~ Go...: to "hom e;.cJ1 cad every man wa s 

able t o cOiile and pray; o. God who VJOul ci lis"ten to t he woes and heartt-ei~ es 

of puny man nd answer him \':ith s. cotllfort i ng repl y ; a God to whom 

man could go ·-nd pour out ~is s..>ul9 a God v:i th whom man c ould co1o:nune. 

This type of {}od ·.lso appea r s . n t he Bi ble, ~nd a moot t ouching scene 

i s gi ven in t he booi of' SUU1L1el, when Henncll cr.uie before •}od to ask 

"in t he bitter·;ess of 11er s oul" (I S >.~nuel 1:10 ) t o b t bless ed v;ith a 

1011. 

''All souls are in the hand of Hlm by whose 't:'.Jrd t he wot1d c1:1llle 

t o :Je .• ng ::.s it is v:ritten9 {Job. xii:lO) 'In \,.nose hand i s t he t>Otal 

l• .l iii. 3 

2- . ,s . 4 t ? Ex . vi : ~ 
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of every living thing. ' (1 ) Since t his i s so , all 1n:.- y cane to liim 

for comfort for 1{ hou e.rt t he .1e l "er s.nd s u 9orter of a ll t nose t hat 

came into the t:orld'. (2) For '.";od l oveth t:.11 liis creaturH . und 

1'bou-haet s hown us .. ierc~r even t uoug:i '\": e had no good deedst as it i s 

s ..id, 'I s .. r.11 ~e 'ilention of t he love of t h e :::.ord' (b. lxiili7) 

n nci 'The love of God fills t he eo.r th."' (? s. cx.ixa44) (3 ) 

'£01r ougilout t he ·,1istory Of :Jebre'I.' t .:eolOg'J t he ;-.•0$ 8::.~ity Of 

c.99roa cning God has ever -.!le up . r:e f ind t he.t t~e Rabl.i:, to :J , 

f elt tha t few cwi get ne c..r to God, ::hys i.c ..lly, for t:hen t he Bible 

te:!.l e us th~t u:Joses a~.,ro:.ched t ou:-re t ,1 e thick d~imesa" the Rc.bbie 

:?-ek • "Is i t t he i nner or t r•e outer ci'-'..rkne~s? The verse s ;;.;s , ' Taer e 

'\\·nence God wa.s • • From t hi s r. e know t h <. t t ·.ere ~re t t:c \':alls of 

dnrkness <~mi !.'.os e s w .. l tted between t i1eJl u·1til :1e r ei·.c:.,ed t ·,e inner.Jost 

ds.r~nees , a :-. Sol o..:.on s r s, (I Kgs. viii: 12) •the Lord .. ath s :.id that 

He woulci ci.t:ell i n t :.e t :i ick cic..r:tness.' Fr o.::i t .is it i:; s e.id e..ll 'lbe 

prophets r eceived t neir pr ophecy from behi."ld the scectru.:n \" . ich is 

n ot llt'; but ~osea o~r t6~:ner r eceived it from behind the one lit 

s~ectrwn... { 4) 

" liot only does Goo dv1ell on lii ·:)l - ar r.r.ey fr j ,11 t he reach ot 

man but 'th dwelling pl aces .-m_·./ tlso be f ;>und here on ea rth. The 

1- lls . 5'7 t o Ex. xv:J./. 

2- ...:s . 59 to Ex . xv; 2 er . I~ . Tractd. e S:tirc..te. 

3- .,s. 68 t o '5:x. xv;l3 cf. I~. "!'rnct ate l hirata 

~ - .. a. 114 t o Ex. x.x;2l 
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verse, ' The place, 0 Lord , \'!hich 't:lou ha.st i1111.de fo r f hee to dnell in ' ( 

Ex . xv;l7) is ; ne .) f t !1e pl aces \l~'l ich s.10\7& t he thr!lne on eurt:O ie 

a s t he t . rone on highs a s it s ays , (Is. lxvi: 1 ) ' Th;Js saith t h e Lord, 

The .1ecven is ltr throne · nd t ;1e earth lt.11 foot st ool' J lilcev,ise, (EzeK. 

Xliiia7) 1 $ Jn Of iDc;.n, this is t he pl ace Of lfy tbrnne, a nd t ile ?l e.Ce 

of the sol es of tt;r feet t:·here I t ti ll dwell in t he midst of the chil-

ciren of Isr uel f ·r ever'. It also s"ys , {?s. xJ:4) ' The Lord is in 

His Holy Te.'.!l;>le, t 11e Lor d's t hrone i s in he _ v~n ; !~ s eyes behold, His 

eyelids try the childr en of ~en'; and also, (I Kge . viii:l3 ) 'I h~ve 

sure l y b .. ilt t :1ee r. h!luse of h bitat.ion, ~ pl . ce f or thee to dv:ell in 

i'orever'"• ( :. ) 

Once asa_n Go~ ~t ~ persona.1 Go~ is l tres~ed by t .e R1bbis of ' 

the . '.ekilt~ of Rabbi Si!llc~ \•::Je n t:~ ey shov: t he.t God, t(IQ, . has h l.1.li li t y 

and wishes 14 n to b e bu.-:ible. The 3reat God t.as v.illi ng t o t .lk to 

:.!oses f r 01a t :ie Jri'-4st of t~16 lov.l iest of t r ees , t ile S ' nen, ~.-1en He 

coulci have spoken to :.:oses fro . .1 t !le :isi~hts of the .nountains or the 

hei&}lts of t •ie \. orld or fro~1 t .• e t 11 ced:u-s of Leb::::..ndn. But no, 

8 C.JB R • ::::l i eza.r ben .'.roch , ":te h::,-:ibled h :i..!1.sel i' nd spoke from the 

midst of t ile S ' :1eh nd s t> has Solo.:ion sn .id of :H .. "U, (Prov. xxi.x:23) 

• But he til:~t l s of hu.Jble spirit s . ~ ll e.t tain to honor'". (2) 

".flnci when God s poke t o _.:>sea " , s o.ys t ilb s a!lle Rabbi, "He s poke to 

b i.Ill in t he lllC:llner of the earth, so th~t t he despoiler s of t he world 

1- Ms. 69 t o Ex. xv:l7 

2- I :s. 2 t o &x o i ii: 2 
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1.'0u.l.d aot say t iu .. t since He h ::;o great !Uld the _aster of the 

~niverse, He Qj es things which dl sregerd every sense of decenc1 and 

mor o.lity. 11 (1) 

t';e s ee t H?.t t he Rabbis t .:>o , had this doi.1b:.e t icture of God , 

on t he one h• . .nd the gree.t, all ;)OWerful, ell co~iz--.nt creator of the 

\ln rld and on t :ie t her t he perc:onal, ~erciful and j ust i od. Thi s ;:ier

son. 1 one \'.&.s t :1e relati:inshi p that God .ad : or Ian.el. 

1- :.18. 2 t o Exodus iii:l4-
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CHAPTER III 

~OD AND IS~ 

"And I h .• ve t r-ken you tor n people and I - shall be to you 

as a God". T".ais vers e from our holy s cri;.>tares e_. i tombes t he re

h .ti .nship betv:een the :;:ieople ot Isra el :ind God, a s t he Rabbis or 

~ ld s aw it. Isr el n~s been acce :ted by God as a.~ eapecia l p~ople. 

It i~ Isr el "ho is t .. ce.rry God ' e revelction to men U?On eerth. 

It i s tn~ y '[.h:) by t he i r v er y ·:.ct ions are to r e flect the great 

moral ano ethical r ece . ts tn~t 'I'. ere given t :> :n.~ind r:..t t he i4ount 

ain of Sinai. Since Is:ael h s been ac ce ~ted by God ~s His peo~le 

there e.re certain r c:: i ; r oc 1 re l::t ionshipa v hich ~u.ve been entered 

into . The ilubbis of the T£.Dndtic e.~e often stress t t1e&e relation

snipa and a gr~ut number of correlati•e r el ations h~ve arisen. The 

Uechilt:... of R..:.bbi Siiuon be , ~l ocht..i sets forth so.ne of tilese \.llich 

t ; e shtill exa:line. 

Since God '.1as ac ce ted Isn-1.el, !1e n .:t s as a f ather or guardi~ 

t o t hem, and t he picture of t he bird ct.ring f >r its :,·oun.g is i:;isen , 

in c c .1 ui.1entc.ry to t ne verse "Upon t -ie wi:'lr,s or eagles" (Ix. xix:4) 

"It i s t he manner of bi rds'' 8t;.Y'' t he Rr.bbi&, "t:. r est t !lei r young 

between t heir feet for t hey fe~r bi rds stronger th~n they; but t he 

eagl• who hal? no re r of t. stronger bird rests its :roung._ upn 1 ite 

shoulders for i t feers t he st ones of t he sling and t he a rrows which 
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i.llen t .1row up :it it; therefore it .nwtes :::. pi,.rt.i.tion between i ta 

_· oung and .nae. So did God. He pl aced t n e .:. nes ter ing angels be-

t we en Isr~el and E ypt, as ~ t i s •aid. ' And the angel of God 

J ourneyed'"• (Ex . xi v :l9) (l) 

God, t°' a cts as t i1e Father of t .1e Isra elites ana ffe t her efor e 

holds Isr a el very aea r to :1Li . Rabbi Si.non ben G~iel s~ id, " ~ ome 

-nd see 110'" ciear Isn..el is to t heir f o.t her i n heaven . ,;.nc bece.use 

of this endear.nent He chP..nged t he cour se of nn.t~re for t he;n, th~t is 

He -'<-de t he upper things 10\\er and t he l m:er tnings co:ne f r o:11 above. 

For f r om tne beginni ng t he bre~d c 1e up from the earth, e.s i t is 

s1 i d, (Bt. xxxiii: 28) ' To ...:. -t-nd of -or n nci \':i ne'. h110. the O.ev; 

ew e ciow~ froz.a :1 ee.v en, ~. s i.t i c s •. i d, (I*. xxxiiii ~a ) ·~en the 

hee.vc-ns drip dOt".n r... ew'. ~;o,, h~.ve t he thin; s ch: mred and breaci came 

down f r o.n heav en, "'S it is s aid, ('S:x . xvi: l 4 ) ' br ee.d from th~ 

he:.vens ' , ' l:lld dft' c =Ae up fr J::i the earth', as it l s said, (Ex . xvi :lC:.) 

'And v. hen the lo yer of dww v:as gone UiJ ' • '' ( 2} 

)lot only does God l oott over Israel s £1 f .it her over a son but . 

"Isr e.d i s pr eci us in Goci's sight and they - re e s oeci e.ll y Hi s . " (3) 

'!Is r ael i s trerisured ubove ell peopl es und ju..t r. s t ne t r easure of 

a :ne.n i s dct r t o him, s o i s Isr~el cieu t o Goci". ( 4 ) 

l- Us . 94 Cf • .. :eid ::.t a. of I iµa el tract. Ba.hodeeh- gi Ve9 in :ill entirely 
c.ltterent f.J r .4 the s me Le~. 

2- Ms. 75 to Ex . r*ia4 cf. ~e~lltv of I~mael tract. VnyaJ•a 

3- :.:s. 95 to Ex . xix:5 

4 - :Us. 95 to ::;x. xix: 5 cf . Mekilt a of I~ael tract. Bfibodesb . 
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"Bec~use Israel i•~•o dear unto God the Holy On• Ble1sed be He 

watches over Israel as it is said, f P1. cxzii4) 'Behold the watches 

or Israel sleepest not nor slu:nbereth'". (1 ) 

Rabbi Simon said• t net because of Israel'• preci~usnese in the 

si~ht of Goci He rra\·e t hem br eaO. ee..ch d '- Y• "To whet me.y tois be 

compared?" asked the Rabbil- "To an e<4rthlr king who b ~ ceine Wlgr y 

i:..t h is son i.-Od ·saio , 'Do n?t see m7 f a ce but o:.t t he beginn ing of' 

t!le ~ret.r YQ1.< s 11c.l l co:ie Rnd r eceiv'e your s •; s te 1ance '. ":'he son l:"S.S 
, 

sust .... ined al l t?l e '.fE:e.. r !iJld he f ;:u.r ed l est he sl:'e t h€ f i:.cr: of his 

f "'-t her unci. then he y·o•Jl :'i not be ::..ust. ined. ..oweve r v:h~n h€ b~c&-~e 

-"lee '. The s 1n $d~ , 'If • · ;,..ve nothing else but t ' G: s ight of t he 

k i l'!e; r.ch d •. y th et i.: 6nough ' • So I::;rl'.e.l ; bee; :JSC of their pr eci:>us-

Ir' \ ._,I 

dist i nct i rin, aa i t is snid, (Dt. xxvi :l8) "And the Lorci he.a 

avouched t hee t iis cay"; c.aC. Isrt. el :1ug !)r ocle:..ioed BU? of s peci.7..l. 

distincdon t~ ~ it ic s1 id, (Dt. xxvi :l7) 'Tho.; ha.It o.vouched the 

Lord t his dt:~··. I sr el s -- id, (Kx. xvl:ll) ' Who is like thee o.mong 

the i.iight y o Gou '. A::1d t ile $ ,Jidt of Goe &nswered, (Dt • xxxiiis 2 ~ ) 

1- lle. 27 to Ex. x ii:42 R. Eliezer 

.. - .. :e. 75 to Ex . xvi;& 
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' Fiap.)y <::rt thou 0 Isr el; v:h o ia like thee' . I s r s.e,l ha~ s o.ici, 

(Dt . vi:4) ' Hea r 0 Isr el t 11c Lord is our ~od, t he Lord is One•. 

i.nci the Spirit of Go ci. h t-s i:.nsv.e r ed , (I C!:ron . xvii:21) •m o is as 

thy people Iar · e1, un e nation i n thF-. e arth'. Isr ael hns s a id, 

{S. oJ ~ . 11:3) 'As c.n - ppl e tree mong the t r • e s of' the f or est, 

so i s .ay loved one w.nong t 11e sons• . And t he ' "'. irit of the Lord h&s 

anS\'.ered t:..nd s. i d, (S. :i . s. ii:2) ' !is r ose .:iong t h e t .:orns , s o 

i s l ] loved one 6'nong t he da~r,hters•. I sr el h~s said, (Ex. xv: 2) 

' Thi s is JU}' Goci and I v:ill 5 :..orif1 :iUi'. ..::Ii t .1 e Spirit of Goe. h1:1.s 

( nswered, . ( Is . xl·diili: 3) ' Isr~<'l in \ hoin I ~fir. 11 become grrn.t'. (1) 

Israe l is e ~pe c i:. lly to be s~ ved f n .;i • .ll peoples even t ho .1gh 

God saveE others . 11.knd t his s a.lvati .. m wr..e e:.nci. si'li 11 be in the 

future a !O v. ell, ~ .: it ie :said, (!s. xlv: l7 ) ' 0 Israel tho .1 .. rt s~ved by 

t he i.or d •,. .i.th n evel~ stin5 salv::.- i ?n"'• ( 2 ) 

The ide~ of a partners~ip of God and Isr el is cuite eviaent 

. ram rn;:.ny of t .. e pr...:ssi:.ges in t he ~ekilt . of R. SiJllon . "It v:a s God 

Hi..aself v.ho led Is1·"'el fro:a 0 •1t of -:;y;it, f~r t.. e w.rd C:'il meana 

l eading, as i t is said, {Ps. lx:xvii: 21 ) ( 3) 'Thou didst le. d t hy 

pt ople like a flock ' ... " God cltinys dv;elle ; ith Isr ael, be t .1ey i n 

~ good st~te or ~ sorrcn;ful one . T!1i s car.e of Isr el by God is also 

1 - :.~ . 60 t o Ex . •'h2 ct. rJekilt u of I~.:i el tract. S~ire.ta 

2- . .. s . 60 to ~. xv: 2 

3- Of. :.~e.dltn. to I~-Qael tract. Bes haldth 
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seen i n our Uicirasb. "For a l l v:ho h t>-rin Isra s l h, rm Hi..J by whose 

vord the ~orld c:...:ne -nto being, aad so di d R. Jos hua s ay, Co.ne t.nd 

s ee hor. i.aerci ful and grt..cioua ie: the ~oll• One Bleseed be He over 

Isr :..el • Isr -.el weire down to Egypt 1:U-.d t :1e Di vine presence vient 

\H th t he.nt e.s it is enid, (Gen. xlvi :4) ' I eh 11 .to dov:n v:i th 

:·ou t o Egypt '. They went up fro~ Sg-1_ t and t he Di vine f're sence ~·ent 

up , e.:• it is ~aid, (ibid) • .. nd I sh 11 ...lso go up '. They v:ent ciown 

t o t he s ea and the 8ivine ? r esence ! lso e.ccompen ied. them, ~s it 

is s c.id, (h . x iv: B) ' And t r. e ' !liel ".> f God j ourne;,red' . They ca.:ne 
I 

t o t he v.i l der nee• anci the Divine Presence -.·· s v;ith t hem, as it is 

s aid, (Dt. 1:31) ' and i n the t.ilderneee , v.here t bo:.i h::;.st sen hov. 

t hat the Lor d thy God bore t hee '. '\":nen Isr. el i s in ciistre~s 60 c oes 

God d\.ell in distr ess, E..s it i s \\ ritten, (Ex. iiii2 ) ' I n t ile 1Jlidat 

0£ t- tree•, ,-:hen t hey d\\ell i n . o!llfcrt 6 0 God dt.ells ~: it.h t hem 

i n c~~fort, a s it i s written { ~ s. cvi: 5) 'th~t I znny behold the 

pr o::.j:)erity of t hy chosen, t h• .. t I ..a::.y r ejoice i n t he gl a <i ness of t ily 

n c.t i on, tha.t I 11J.a.y glory with t hy i:.herit~ce•"(l ) _a. Joshua 

said, '"/;rq ciid God s ::eak t.o O.::oses t i1r ough c. t r ee f r om tile hei hts 

o f heaven? Becuuse : t the t i!Ite that Isr zl is i n tro:ibl e it is ~s 

if God v.-er e i:1 t ro jble &." it zays, ( Is . lxiii: 9) 'in all t heir tr:>ubl es 

ie He troubled' t he s ~~e LS o ~r•"· (2 ) 

1- ::a. 1- 2 to D. . iii:l r e_J&ted ~g. i n t::s. 60 t o ~. xv: 2 

2- s . l t o x . iii :l cf. ekilta of !~~~£1 t r nct . Piaba to 

Ex. x iis4l C'1:SC' }'1MC ';i tl lM'.:l .,:J HG' :'\f:"I OP;"! DJV-1 ':'1' 1 

(~: l 'O• tf' ) 10Mlr' 1~1 :S:l . 'nc1t', D~ l '" 011)0 tllltlJ ')MW 1D'O 

1~ , ., on-u '~~ 
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R. i~eh&uia said, "And God s ;oke v.ith :noses. The Holy One 

Blessed be ~e e a.id to .Aoses, It is r~vealed and ~ncn:n t o me the 

op!lression of 1ny chi1dren in Egypt as it is sa id, {'Sx. iis25) ' nd 

God se.t1 t he lhildren of Israel and God knew• . Yy children dwelt in 

distre- s and ye ttill ci~ell in comfort anti I seek t o te.Jce them out 

from Egypt and yet ye s a.y, ' send by t he hand of \;hom {hou wi:i.l send'"• (1) 

R. Eliezer of L:odiim said, ''God ct<lled it 'OJ for every time 

IsrE.el dt1elle with a Mtre..cle it is as t hough the ;:iira...: l e \.ere befor e 

Him; if t hey dli'ell i n trouble it is :-i.s though t ro .,ble v1ere before 

Him; if the)' d.-ell i n j oy it i s e.s t hough joy "ere before Him; for 

io it &2-ys, (I Si:.m. iiil) •for I re j oiced in thy s :.. lvc.tion' "· (2) 

God r ealized the greutness of t he s ufferings of Isrt el. "For - -
the slavc.r y of Isra l i n Sgypt wa s gret:.ter t han !ill t he s!nvery in 

t he 'rlorld before Goci, for it s c.ys, ( :'.:x . iii: 7) 'I s u e l y see' ; ( - ) 

t he word "see" is writ t en twice, i"or after Isr~el drowned the 

cg'/ ptians .in the see. t he ] returned c.na subdued t heci in t he houses . 

This ia t.s e.. pe r son who took a st ick 1-nd hit two pe .: ple1 bot h of them 

rect: i ved t he lc:.sh of the stick. So wr...s the oppressi on .lnd slavery 

of Israel ~n0t1n a nd reYealed before God. for it s o etat••• 'For 

I knov. his pains• • ( 4) 

1- .. e. 4 to Ex . vi:2 

2- Es. 84 to Ex. xvii: l5 f . .• ki.t <> of If1-1::iel tr ct . Amalek 

4.- Mt . 168 t6Ux. ili:7 
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Go<i pr otects Isr el from all t h es e sufferin~s. a. ~Tudah 

says c ;m..:ienting on t oe V6rse "'Anti t .e a.ng~l of God .. ourne; ed', 

(Ex. :itiT:l9) This i s lite a man rr.o i i> wr:.l.td ng \'. ith his s ..>n in toe 

v:ilcie rnesa. W'.ien r obbers c ..c.ne t o ca µt ure hi.l, he t ... k es ·t he son anQ 

~12. - es him behind bi.ase • .f. A t ol.t CJ!"!'les t .::> take him .fn 1.n be ind, 

h: .· i cAts up hi s son bef ore hLil. I f r ·.)bbers c rae bef , re hi.JJ. r.·1;,, a 

v:olf ct.::ie s behind him, he pl a ces i-.ic s on upon his shouldere, as it 

i s s e.id Dt. l : ~ l ) •And i n t he \ ilderness \".he r e 7e s e.y t~st t he 

Lor d t hy God lif'ted thee up '. I! t he son b~ gins t o t ire , he t kE:s 

hi;zi i n his n r ms , &.s i t h sni d , ( :Jose:.. xi: :>) ' JL1ci I , I t n ibht 

i<;;>11r u.a t o \.all , t uk i ng t nem by t ,_f:ir e.r.ma; and t hey 6:21e1w not t w,t 

I he• .led t r. £>..n '. If ne cegins t .J be op_'rebsed Ly t :1f s .;.n , he &~reaas 

nis . loa.t ·vE:r him, aa it i s i:r.id ( r s. cv: 39 ) • ·:e £:-re: Ci a cloud 

f o r e. screen•. If t 11e ~ >n is h ·m ;::ry, r. e ·:;ets him s o.:1ethin ; t o 

e<.. t , 1-.:. it i:::: s iu, (Ex . xvi:4) ' Be!1old I \\ i J 1 c~: use lt to rnin 

ore~ f r ... ...i ile:.s.vs n . .:i r .,·ou'. I f ?-le be o.aes t ir!:t ~' t il& ·et s -.:it er 

f or hi m, tL it h ~o.id (Fe. lxxviii:l6 ) I ::e brou-::ht to t r i::e.us ollt or 

t h e r ock'." Th:i.s 1.-,.. , of course, a Jict r e of t :.e deeds t h:.:..t God 

t.rought for : s r el . (1 ) 

so. t oo, did God . .aue i; ure t hat lie took care of er ... ch e.nd 

ever / Isn . e l i te ' hen t:le c!1i ldre?". :;f I srael l eft Egypt, for t here :.re 

t hree t 1pes of pasa i ng over given in ~ur s6ction of t he boo~ ot 

1- Ms • . , 9 to Ex . xiv:l9 cf. ;~ekiltl', of I~:nael Tractate Beshella ch 

(59) 



Exodus• "FrO!ll whence do we gather•, a &ICtbe Rabbis, "that ii a 

place held only Israelites , t !ie pass ing over \\a :: acc o . .iplishfd for 

t iie \.bole house ::..t onoe? For it says ·~1ho pass ed over t _;e housee 

of t ile children of Israel•. If Sgypt i e.ns and Ieraeli tea lived h~. 

ever i n t he same pl ace, t ne paes i ne; v. u over t ile door, as it says 

( E.x . xii:l3) ' Ana God pas s ed over t..ie doors~ 'ifhere an Egypti an 

nnd o.r. Israelite s l ept i n t .1e s eme b ed, t "l e z,1aaaing ~a= over t he 

Isr:.e .:..ite, us i t s t.ys (Ex . x.ii:l3 ) ' and I pa ssed over 1 ou.• 'Ancl 

s o <ioes i~ say , (Is. xxxi: 5) ' As birds 11over, ~ o doPs t ile .:..ord of 

i1osta pr ote t J er s a :.e t.Wl'; protect s, r e<iee1us , pns ::es over and 

r escuee". (l ) 

In protecting Isr . el God a.i:> £le~red to t hem i n t : e f~t'lll t tu-.t 

:-le t ilought o;; ... ul ci c.i d "t- eir ca :.ise in t h t t est possible .Janner. 11 :-le 

C.l> •• eo.red to them a s n h~e.n n, £.a it sc . .rs , {Pa. xvi iiill) ' :~nd He 

r ose upon a Gh er uc. u.1d a i d fly'; i{e e.:? 1e red to t '.1em wit h co~t of 

.nail ann · helmet, as it ls s~ici , (Is . lix:l7) • . .:..HO. Ke Jut on 

r q~hteousnesa a s a co·.t of .-.n il :.-.nd ~~ hel met of salvet i on upon His 

he o.d '. !ie a l so •P. eared ·to the.n n- a .!lr...rl of \•:er gi r dl ed \'. i th a 

iw,ord, as i t i s sui d, O'DA • xlv:4) ' Gird l ily sword upon "f.hy t iligh 

O _: .;.g .• t y One'. ae 1;1 pe. r ed t :J t ile.n ,-i t h a bov· as it is said, 

(:~e.ll . iiii9 ) ' T'ny bow .is nade c uite bri.. £.' He a 1iJe~ red'i1ith a 

l ance and s ni e l d , aa it i a s~id, (?1. XXXT1 2) 'Take hold or s hi el d 

o.nd buckler'. ' le e.1);;enr ed t o them v . .it h l a:i t: e , as i t i f; s 1;_id, ( '..ie.b . 

1- :.tst. 21, 22 t o Exod:.ia xiis 27 
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iii:ll ) ' M t :1e 6 ~ing of t hJ ::.:ittering spear'. P.e how-

ever does· not ne :: d all these attri"v:Jtes f or it s .rs, 'Tne Lord 

is a m1-.n of 'i:..tr, t 11 e Lorci ls His na..oe' . 'T.itn His n;...Je he f i : hts. 

Then v.hy do t he VE r sea of ~ - ripture .:t ess t ese vo.rLua imple.1ents 

of v;ar? Tae~· ci.o s~ 1'or i f Isr:..el needs r:.n.y 911e of ·these, He 

pr.lvides it for t he . .: . .\.t t r. e Red S!a ~oc. u~p.:- r !d to tile.il a:o a 

out.1 in v1.::.r , :...s i t a~.ys , ' The Lora i s !llan of ~~r, t ie Lord is 

:ii<- n me•. ht Si nc.i tfe a e r ed tts an ol d .Jl: .!l , a~ .it s :..ys , (Dnn, 

vii; 9) 'I be:1el;i till t hrones were .. lac ed a .d one that \. a s a!lcient 

of uays ciid s i t.• ·:i s r c iwF-nt ... s as •hite ~ snOYJ e.nd t he !lair 

of his head like ~ure v. ool' 11 • (.&) 

This partn6r s hip of Isruel, t his fee • ing on t oe pert of God 

t.~at He w.>uld t)rotect Isrc...el, l ..... ced upon Isrc.~l cert&.in oblige.t i'.ln&. 

T,1ese oblit";t;.tiona \Ver e the !Ul.Lill:nent of the c.: o:nraand.'llente :md t he 

ni~ l of r,od, for i f Isr~el ~id not live up t o i te ?...rt or the barga in 

t nen God \. ould not cont inue to protect Ier:.el. "If ye d" a ccor ding 

to tly co.111:1r~d.Llen :. s ano t\y Tor . .h, u.nd s o lt is written, (Le-r. u :26) 

'A;1d I sh 11 iii vide you from t ile peo :>l cs t .:i be l!line•. ':;hen you e.re 

s eperute from t he peoples ye ae J\ine anci if not ye ar c. NeLec-ud-

neuar' s =~nd his .: ohorte". (2) 

Our Rabbis also s ay .:.n considering the Vllree, (Ex. XY:6) "'T"l:f 

tight hand o, Lord has das hed in piece t t he ene~y·. Come and eee 

1- Me. 61 to E:x . xv: 3 cf. i.iekilt. of I ~.ia.el trnctate Shirat a T:here 
it is quoted only i n part. 

2- J~s. 95 to Ex . xix:5 
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u·hen Israel doeth t he v ill of God, He makes the left hand. right 

as it says, 'Thy right he.nd O God, t hy right hand, O God\ and \lhen 

t heJ ao not do His tJil l He .aakes t he right hand left e.a it says 

(Lo.:.o • ii: 5) •He 11as <irawn baca: His right hand fro.a before the 

enemy•. When Isrt..e-1 uoeth t .1e \.ill of the Cr t: ... t or there is no 

a.nger before Him, ris lt &aye, (Is. xxvii14) •1 hr.ve n.:> anger•; but 

if I s r i:..el does not do !iis will there is anger unto Him ag:--.i.nst those 

t hat he.te 1'im, ;...s U sa; s, (Dt. xi: 17) •And the c..nger of t ile Lord 

be k indled•. 'Zhe l ! err e ~ doetb t ile ' :ill of Gou , ne f i :.;hts f or them, 

as i t is saici, (ZX. ;dv: H) 'The Lord sn .11 ii -:ht f or you'. 6ut v.·hen 

t hey cio not do t :1e ' ill of God J·:e r . ghts i>.g:..i nst t hem, a s .it is said, 

(Is. l.xili:lO) ' A.mi He v1aa turned to be t :.eir enemy and fought 

agl,inst thein'. . nd even t he all 1aerciful becoll\eS rnercilese, s i t 

s aye, {Loin. ii:S) 'The Loru has be~ ome a s nn e~e~y·. '::hen Israel 

does t he ~i11 of Goa t nere is no sleeping before Him as it s~r•, 

( Pa. cxxi:4) ' Behold ~e that. watches I s r ael sleepeth not nor &lUUl

bereth'; but Vlben they do not do His \'. ill there b sleep in front 

of Him a :: it se.ys, (Ps. lxxvilis6S) ' Then the Lord i...v.-ate4d as one 

out of sleep'; anci s_o i t s :.ys , (Job xvii:2) ' An d) es not !AY e)•e 

sleep in their provecation? •; a s i t were t r.ere is sleep befor~ 

Jii.m in the ti;ne ~hen I s - - el i s oppre&sed a..~d the rest of t h e nat ions 

of the world .-. re i n comfort''. ( l ) 

1- Ua . 63 t o Ex. xv:6 cf. :rekilh of l~.nael Tri::.ct. Shira.ta 
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Rabbi Bliezer eaid ''Did t he hG.nd of lloses .n;:..:e I•r· el str ong 

or ciid it break 't.h e pOl.'er of the Ame.l e.ci :. ec? Heither, f or v:hen 

I srael does the \.il l of Goci v.nd believes i n t ho.t v:hich 1God entrust

ed to i\lose s , God a oee tor them mir&clea e.nd r. onders . And so "e 

must i nter ;.ir et {Ex. xii:7 ) •;..nd t l'l ey t ook fro.cl the blood tmd pb ced 

i t on t he t 'ffo doorpost•' • \':~s t he blood & de :.i ght to t.he angel or 

to t he aoor Jos t ? Not t or .-henever I srael does t he will of God and 

bel ieves i n t.•hatever :..:oses was entru~ted wi t h , t he Lord t akes com-

•. ssion upon the .. 1. And so you :nust .!. nterp·et, {Nu::i . x.iltii8) ' And 

the Lor ci s . ici unto .~o ses , Mrute t 11ee o. fier y ~ er,;ent •. Anc. ciici t ie 

s or ) ent kill c.nd rest ore t _, li f a? No . ti1e"lever I era.e.: does t :1 e ' il: 

of t he Cr eator · nd believe s in ~·:iat ~. oses entrusted t o thelll the:r a.re 

healed" • 

... nd so , too , cio we et• thn.t i f t he Israelites heiur kened unto 

t he ways of God t h ey v:ere t:..i.ded nnd if tiley ciid not, t .hen t n ey r e-

ceived t heir punishlllent . T~is r~ciprocal r elati) nshiJ> was tr~ly '7 
a ..i:.it ue:J. one ; for God ciid not aid I s r a el ust bece.use tie liked t he:n 

'but 'because I erael was willing to cio those things t ha-t God had 

e.eked the;.n to do . I t is s aid, "In t :ir ee pl uces t he !'i1ol y One Blessed 

be He r e r ned I sr1;..el that t ·!e:i• ~ 'lould not r eturn t o Egypt. Here 

(Ex • ..xivi l 3 ) 'For the Egyptinn ~·nom 'fe have seen t •d'!Y ye sirnll never 

s ee t hem no .-ore' ; and also , {Dt. xvii: l~) • I.n<i God s. i d t o you, 

Thou shul.t not r.ontinue to r et ur n i n t his .. ay any .n:>r·e•, e.n4 it 
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say•, (Dt. xxTI.ii ; 68) ~On the v:ay I so.id t o you thou s nc.lt not 

any rnore s i~ e it'. Three ti..nes t .. ey r et :; rned e.nd t !iree ti.mes t .. ey 

st umbled". (1) 

Since t11e e1Cilt e; oe:.ls t":ith t ne book ol' .xocus it i • n t ura.l 

thr.t man illustrations s urround t ::e e.x ; d ; s f r :n _,m t and vari oue 

aap~enings w~icb t o ok pl ac e r.hile t h e Isra elites w&ncered tov.-&..rd the 

p r o!.Uised l nnd. Goe &hovied hit. c. re for Isr~ el in many inst nces 

during this per iod in Isr~el's history, and \'.herever t he Rabbis were 

~ ble they stressed t ·.:.o cc.re t.i th m.nnerouE il- ustr i tima . In C.)D-

sidering ho\'.' m::.nr of the ~ ev:ish l'eople "·ent out of Isr~.el, Ro.bbi 

:lehor r.i s :..id "By J ove!, i!·Jt ev s;i one out o f five hun:ir~d caa e out, 

a s it s~ys {:Szek. xvi.:7) ' I c~· .... s e thee t o -nc r e ._se e ·1cn , ~ t 11e 

f,l" ov:th of t ile f ield' • And wh Em did these dit? Th!'Y died during 

the three days of d r itness when :;~ypt dv:elt in carknese, so t hr..t 

Ierne- could bury t '1eir dead \•, ithout be.:ng seen by -:hose th~t 

he.t ed them anci t hose \-.ho v.·er e their enemies so t h: t t hey ;";light 

rejoice in Isra el's ;mnishment••. ( ~) 

God i n ca r i ng for Isr ael •·ill a lso cieetroy e.11 t he enemies 

of Isre.el. Rabt i Ue i r said, ''V.hen t he Holy One H eHed be He 

revealed Hi..Aselt to t :1e E,-ypti~• at t he sea He Y:ae rnenled to 

them i n the for.n o! nine hundred thous and a.gg-1• of destruction. 

1- Me. 47 There is a ful l er a cco:1nting in t he .. :eli.il.ta of Ipael 
tractnte Beshallach-"The first time was in the daye ot Sennacher;~ 
ae it is said •woe to them that go down to Egypt tor help' ' Ia. XXX -
;l) The s econd time we.a in t he days of LToha..'1an ben Kareah as it is 
said 'Then it sh~ll co~e to paas that t he sword, which ye fear, 
shall overtake you there i n the l and of ~gypt'. (Jer. xliial6) 
The t .. ird t ime wea i n the days of Tra j an". 

2- ~e. 38 t o Ex. xiii:l!J cf. ekilt a of Ism· el tr~ct. Besht~loch 
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Some of them v:ere angels of agitation and frightening e.ngt ls; Rn

gisl• or hs.il;others fi ery c;.n ge1s; a..nd a greet i"e•; r gras,~ ed those 

that saw t !1em. The ungels said t o :ti.ii, O '.!.aster of t hE Univers e, 

Let us go ~O. \~ e \' ill do 1h: v:ill s gninst Eg)lpt . He edd t o the: m, 

Uy ..uind i s at unn st u11til I myself :?t.Ulish t h ose \l:no hate Israel. 

Therefore i t i s said, ' Aud made them to drive hr avilv'•. {l) 

Before God f i nally accepted Israel God· teated Isro.el. He 

gave them the Torch o.nd wrought for them :nin.cl es and wonder•, to 

teat t !1 em a nd t o ..;tBAe t hem gr eat among t he 11e. t i ons. 
11 As it says , 

(II Kgs. xxv: 27) ' Evil :,;erodech did lift up thG head of Jenoiacll~ 

a ing of Jude.h fro::. ::irison'. And also di d Jle te&t t hem to .:iake Li1 !m 

gre~t in t he c . .J!'!lr;.ndinents, a s i t i s s eid, {Zech. ix:l6) 'For they 

shall be tl5 t he st ones of a crovm glitteri ng over ,is land'. And 

also, (Is. b -6 ) ' Thou hast g~ven ;,:.. bMner to t .em t he.t fe: r t ;1ee 

t . t it m~y be di spl ayed beco..Jse of t ·-1-e truth':· Because I srael stood 

the teat of this pro.rtne1·ship t.i th ~od I sre.el vn.s elect ed to ful f ill 

a speci ::.l pl ce in the h i story of the nations of t he ~orld. 

1- llH. 5~, 52 t o .-x • x iv:25 
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D Mft •Ma tm.t tbere wu a aped.al nlatiouhip betua• 

Iarael aad Goel. Tbia relatiouhip ~cl •tun117 tnd ton.rd -

~h• election of Iarael a.a a people an apart . tr• the ren of the 

world. ft• Bal»bie bowner nH·er felt thst Tarul wu tbe best 

ot tb• pe.:>plea, a people wbo were be708ll reproaela, a people 

•elected and wlao•• •election ~ .ii otber people• ~ 

acbiniag gnatneaa or aalTdicm. Th• Talmad ••1• tW ~be Jl•tll~ 

wbo practice• the LD 1a to be couidered nn u the bip prieat.(l) 

Thia nat...m Oil the part Of the Rabbia lhWa the uni Ter1al Out• 

look of l•iab theology. Tb• l• ... emnan84 •itb th• Tonia, 

oral and written, an4 it wu Ma dut7 to practice all th• o 'Mf 

••• be found therein. U he wan willh1& to do tbie tbea h• "-~ 

r•ceift hia place ill th• awa, ad bia n•rml aal"tat1on1 u, b~·"'· 

h• nr.&HCI, tha be wouU be denroyecl and aaother •tioa wouU 

came to tat• Ma place. 

Ian.el wu Hlacte4 l>etora tba world wu ~•te4, tor Go4 

u.. tbat the Iaraelit•• would procla1a Bia ti.ll(E ud woal4 aocept 

th• 1•• of Bl• tillgd•. Iarul wu tbereton .... a (ms.xix:'-) 

l • falllud ...ii Tractate Saabaclria J • 
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•tiagdClll of priesta aDll a bol7 aatioa•. !hie boliB .. a, h099Yer, . - -

cli4 Dot •elude other peopl.. trca being boly • 'l'be propHt A8oe 

••111• •Mou are 1• aot u the chi~•• ot ibe ~9Piaaa io •• 

0 children of Iarael'l aaitla tbe Lori. Ban I not brought up Iarael· 

out of the land of Sgpt, &Del tbe Pbilbtima tr. ea~, Mil ~ 

from ICirf • (Allo8 iz~'1) Oocl 1• ib• God ~t all tbe Jmtiou1 1'at lie 

ia ••p•ciall7 the Ge4 •f~,tlle Iaraelii•• 

Beuo• tor th• Hlectioa of the pe°'le of Iara.el ve appanat 

in th• llec!lilta of Babbi Simoll 'bell Yocbai. Rabbi ntnar of 
- - -

lloclila • ..,.. "'ftle Hol7 OD• Bl•Hed be R• •d.4 to JIOM•1 Do JOU urge 

a. coaoernJ.nc l'1 aoa. aDll tb• worb ot If band•! Do I llM4 to be 

lll'ptf JlaYe t'beJ llO't air .. cly b ... deeignatecl to be M~o~_ Jle b-Clll 

th• time of tb• dz .. ,. ot oreatioaf u it •1• (Jer. ml135) 

'It ti&• bee.Tena uon can be .... urecl and the touadatiou of tbe 

n:rtb H&rcbecl ovt 1>9neath, then will I alao oa.ri ott the •Md 

ot I•rae1••. (1) 

Qo4 ia creatillg the world aleo cnatecl the twelYe epriac• 

troa wbiob tbe wel''H tribea "" to triak ... the ..... , pala 

tr•H Wider wbiob th• H venty elder• were to .judge th• people of 

Iara.el, 8&1• thi• aeme Rabbi Slie1er ot .. ,.s.. (2) 

"ft• 1'oft will reip ~orner •d eqr•, eaicl th~ people of 

Ierul at th• Reel S•. (9&. zYt 18) fti• proclllmil.tioa et Goel•• 

1- lie. 48 to BK. xi.•115 ct. ll•kilta of 1,....i Tri.ct. ~ 
Beehal•oll, aere the nnioa diften a little. 

2- lie. '14 to BK. ns2'1 ct. lletilta of I~•l Tract. YaJU8& 



• 0TenicntJ •u larpl7 napouibl• for their electioa .. tla• 

oho• .. pe.Jple. "Kot oal1 for th• airacl" which thou J..t per

fonitecl for M• (Iarul) •ill I utter·~ ud prah• NJt~• '!llM, W 

tor th• airacl .. wbich 1'ho11 haft pert.-4 tor., tath•wa and tor 

tboH in the Mun •hieh thou ahalt , do tor .. , u · it :la :wri«-. 
•VJ father•• Oo4, I •W exalt Hi.a'•. (1) Ttai• aalt~ticm wu pro

claime4 at the Red S• and acknowledged God u the God ot the Ierul

i t•• · Iarael i a acceptiag God ebowed their taitb ill Ria n .. M

fore He pertomed airacl•• tor th•. •a.cau.. of tbie tattia that 

Ierul bad ia God .-bile tb91 wen 1et ia EgJpt I dried up tbe Red 

sea. For tb•J' did not .,. to ICH••· I An we 1oiag out to tili• 

wil4•rn•H of wute, which bu mhiag ia it, aa4 there ia no lit~ 

in ov banda oa tb• wart • 'l'bua •~itb th• Lord, •I ha•• na•bent 

tor your good tb• lon of tbJ youth, tb• loT• of th)' bTidal daJ•f 

wbn 1• •eat atter iae in tbe wlldernH•• 18 a land whi.ch wu not 

eowa•. (Jer. 1112) 'l'h• rwarcl that th•J nceiTe4 for thia wu tbat

Iarael ,._.,... bOlJ' unto Clocl, 'th• tir8t of hia prodac•••.(ibicl 3) (2) 

Jin only did Ian.el accept God and tbentor• uptd •l•~ioa, 

but tbey al.a linene4 attentiYely to th• c~nt11 of Oo4. God 

told tb• to tat• om tb• boa•• of Joeepb .and •• ..,.. t;ol.4, (Jo•b• 

ui•a32) 'ft• bone• that 'th• people of Ierael brougbt ap froa th• 

lu4 of Sgpt they buried 1a Sbeo•' • fti• tell• • 1~ all ot 

l• u.. 61 to Bx. ns2 ct. Yethta of I!19•l tract. Siijl.rata 

2- Ma. 48 to b. ziyal5 
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ln'Ml .._. upecte4 to~ tbe "°99• of JoffPb up troa lgpt, 

'but ftea theJ ._ llOM• enppd in the wort they ai4 tbey mad pTe . .. . . 

th• boaor to 'th• sren .. nill• tbaD to th• lffMI' .... (1) 

Tb• hrulit•• ba4 ao rauch faith 1a Goel that 'they 414 nerJtixi .. Mo&ff 

toU t.Ma!..to do. "!hi• abon the pni••orila.1Mu of Inul, tor 

they clid not ••1 to llo•fft 'How can we tun baotT • tor fear th&~ 

they mlPt break th• bearia ot th• children that were with tb•. 

They bellned aa4 toll.owed llo ... _. (I) I•ra•l clid n.-y~illc that 

Mo••• uked of th• and clid aot t11esr1H lli• con•Dd•. (3) 

-ror •unly, • aay th• Ra'bbia, •u th• people ot hrul 'be liewcl 

1a MoH• tha how auch .aon •o dicl they beline ia Ria, br 1111oe• 

word the world ~ tno bel.ll«f Thia t-..h•• ua that he wbo M-

lien• 1a th• pa.tor of l•rul 'beliena 1a Goel. ADcl ao llUt 1011 

illterprn th• tollowiag .er••• (Mm. Dia5) •.AM th• people spate 

apd•at Goel aad aplut Mo••'. It they • pol• agaiaft God 1lw 

mach more •o apiaat Mo• .. T 'l'bb tee.chH u• that all wbo apee.t •

gaiaft the leader of Iarael •peak alao agaiaat Hill wbo 19poke aD4 the " 

world wae.• 
•t•rul cWlr aoceptecl the yoke ot th• ki:814om of God at Moun 

Sinai u4 after journeyilag to the moat th•J eaoaape4 then. 1n ~ 1 

1-118. 40 to as. xiil1lt 

z- Ma. 42 to Ka. x1Ta4 ct. ll*Uta of ~el tract. le•halach 

3- IQ. 7' t o 1:&. rdal'7 of. Mdllta of Ifaul tract. Y•JU• 
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It 1• written, • 4D4 the chil~en of hrul j oura.,ecl, ... the . 

obildrea of Ierael •088ped' • ( pl. \Jn' 1 ) Thi• ah"!8 t~ ~1 

Jo\ll'D.,ecl with dieeenaioa ud ncmped with diHeaaioa. M ..._ 

th91 c- to Sinai to accept th• Job ot God•• kiaad• i~ •1•• 
'ADd it enc-.pecl thn:•' ( •· 1 rt' l ) to sU. tbat all th• p~pl.• 

••r• of one iatemi•, t!aat all lond eaoh other aad wislaecl to re-

••~•• the Torah~. (1) "All ~· people auwere4 ~ogetber _that th~J 

WOulcl do what Qod bacl apokn. 'ftleJ did not URer witll bpocrdy 

aor did they tat• coUBCil ritla oae another". (2) 

Iara.el wu •llllnc to accept the brab and to -- their 

•illinpua where other people• bu retuae4. "1'h•Y •llt~d a 

OOY•nant rith Goel, which ati pulatecl t hr" tbiag•1 ciromolii•• . . . .. 

ritual bathing, aad Periticea. Of circumoldoa it ie wr~tt~1 

(Ix. dis48) 'But no uacircwacuecl peraoa •ball eat thereof'. 

Mo•••• our teacher, clrowaciaecl th• ill :&apt ia order ~~ th•J 

aight •t of the Puaoftr tee.ft. Aacl •o it ••191 (Baek. nis~) 

'And wbeia I puaecl by thee and •• th•• wall•iag ~ thy bloot, 

I eai4 unto thee, In tbJ blood Un1 7ea, I ea.id mo ~laff, In 

thJ bloocl lin'. Th••• two t1f>e• of blood an the bloocl of cirowa

ouioa aad the blood of the PuaoTer tan. Coacel'Di111 the -.oriticu 

it i• wrlttn, (k. u1Ya5) 'Aaill .. •eat tortll th• youUI ~ Iaul 

who offered. burn ofterillp for th• •at• of all of Ierael • • Ancl c•-

l• lie. M to Ex. xual cf. llekilta of Ifl&•l tn.~. Bahodela 

2- Ka. 16 to b. xua8 ct. llekiM& of 1.-..i tract lt'odeab. 
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o•rn.18' ritual 1-erdoa ~t b written, (IX. x.halO) ·~ let 

th• waah their ~-· •, It only ea~ tbat tiler nr• nq~e« 
to wubl their Pl'U1lt•s fr• •b•.oe do •• kJa09 tlat th~: ~UM 

requil'ecl to imMl"Hl IJl ca• wlNre tb91 Aft 8°' reqa.1ft• to --. . . 

.... 1a1tt99, ther an requi.ncl to UB4erp tM ritual •f tm1r.1.on. . . . . . . 

ftLS- f• 
it 1e lopcal th~.:\ they are.requincl"fultill th• ritual ot iJJMraioa. (1) 

•IJl acc•U« the Tonh the childrea of Ierul wen requireil to . . 

Ii•• aomethiag u a ·pl .... tllat tber wo~d lin up to it. '!hey ie

aecliately caae forth •itb their chilV.. And God -.id that tiler 

•ere acceptable pl•••• u it ia •aicl, (P8. riil13) 'Oat ot tu 

110uUl• ot babe• and euctliap but thou to\184 etrnph'. ~d ~t 1• 

alao Hid, (Ho.. iTa6) 'S..iDI thou but forgotten the 1- ot.., 
CJod, I alao •ill forget th7 childna••. (2) 

•terul wall.. ia light while th• otb• people walled ia ~

neu, tor th• c!ailclrn ot X.rael tNaied tb .. elna ritll tile Torah. 

Aaolll th• •cnti.a a •man could aot •H him brotlaer, nor could h• 

riee Ira• hi• plaoe. !be BQptiaa who wu 8t•M•ng wu uable to 

ait1 it he ••r• aittiag h• na unable to pt ups he no wu 1»owe4 

don could not atraigllt• hia&elt out1 •cl be who wu atrdP' 

cou14 not ~clown. Aa it ie written, (BK. xs23) 'Mel a -

l• v.. 9'I to Ex. xix110 

2- Me. 100 to Bx •. dzal7 
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could not r1ae ts-. hie plao• • • Rabbi Iaaac •icl •woe to tlae - . 
aatiou ot the worl4 tor th91 are Judged aocor4i111 to their worb • • 

Anet it le Riel, (Ia. Diza15) 'Woe unto th• that •Mk uep to bide 

their co11Uel trcm th• Loft· , _. their •ork• an ia th• dart• • 

Therefore are they mitten in clarkneH, u it ... ,., (Pa. mTa&) 

'Let their .-ay be dart alUl allpp917'. But Ierael, what ii it written 

coaceratag th•? 'An4 to all tbe chilclna ot Z.rael then wu li&b' 

ia their habitat ion.a' f tor t ney bu•iecl th-.eln• in the I.- u4 

OOS-"dllen•, .. it b :said concerni111 tb•, (ProY. Yi:23) •ror ti. 

con-ndaaeat ia a lamp aacl the teachia& b light... ( 1) 

lftle people of Z.rael are a holy people, and tbie bolin• .. waa 

a reuoa for their aeleotioa. "I•i the •on of Judah .. 149 'K'Yer"T 

ti.lie that the Holy One ~lueecl be Be adde a c~ to Ian.el, 

he abo a4U boli.uH to th•.• (2) Raltbi Ueir •aid, 'God •poke 

unto Mo••• safiag, ror one man I !ll8U the watera dry ap' u it b 

/-
wri ttea, (Gen. la 9) •And God aa.14, Let th• watera 1Ht gather .. trcm 

under th• h•&Yea• to one place qd let dry laad be Hen' • Shall I not 

then, tor thia hol7 coacrt(aatioa, as it b said, (Pa. Di13) •a. for 

tbe holy tbat are ia th• earth', aball I not dlT 1IP 'lb• ·~ f!r tb•?• (3) 

'ftli• holiAM• of Ian.al wu alao the bub ot their ..- glo17 • 

Tbe Baltbiee ia llhoriag the glory giYea to Iarael, aa7 t.bat all of 

i- Ua. 173 to BK. zi23 

2• Ma. 153 to b. nU.a30 ct. Ketilta of Ipael Tract. kepa 

3• lie. 47 to Ex. llYll.5 
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I•rael '• gr•t dt .... a ._.. not reallJ ae gr..t u c>• aipt 

thi~. 11bea Ierael ..a. -.1&"4 to a eowstl'J, ~ eo11111trr wu 

th• greaten la tbe world, for it 1a not u ebaet\al tc> be alane 

to a great c~Wltl'J ae it ia to be nala• .. by a -11 •lad iuig

nifta.t o•. Ye are aleo acq~atecl with the pbilo•o1~ of I8aiu 

la wbiob be •• ,. that th• other atiaaa of the world mre but th• 

'!) M ~ li' t \be natf of ftDC•anca of God, and 'tbat Clo4 -~ 

tb•H aatiou to .chutiH In"Ul when abe doee nil ill Ilia dpt. 

Th• Rabbi• ba•• aleo •aid that Kgypt' • wort -.. tiaiahM after t1M 

people ot Iarael ha4 left ber laad. (l) "JlbaroaJa rW.eel tr• oee 

encl ot t he world to the other and ba4 gOTeraon tram ~j• •al of 

the worlcl to the other becau•• of th• glory ot Ierul. About b~ 

it ie writt•• {Paala 9Y120) 'Tb• IUg ••nt an4 looaecl hiaJ nm 

th• ruler of people• Ht hia tree••. (2) 

"There wu no people or kiagd• that en•la•ecl l81"1t.el •hicdl 

bad aot nalN troa on• end of th• world to the otMr", ear our R.a)bie. 

'nab wae clone •tor th• glol'J of I•rael. Concerning th•• kiac of 

ueyria it i• written, (le. xal4) 'Ancl.., b.-4 U. fomllcl u a uri 

th• riche• of the pe;ipl•• e.nil u one pther.U. fornkeiia ... , bu• 

I gatbencl all tb• people• of th• earth' • C oac~ 1~~ kiagclDm 

of.byloa; it ia written, (Jer. uft.111) 'Aacl it ~1cocme ~o pea 

tbat th• nati ,a and the tiagdoll wbi~ will Dot ••ne tlll• -

1- 118. t3 to E&e llT15 

2- *• 43 to ~. 1iY15 of. Mekilta of ~ul tnn. Bsllballacla 
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••'-obadn•&1ar, U.. ot B&bJloa, that natioa t.•lll I Ti•~Lt. .U.tla tile 

Lord• with tbe -.ont, and with tmiae, and witb peatil•1oe until I 
. . 

ban cou11M4 th• by hi• baacl'. Coacendac th• tinpa11 of tu 

lled•• it 18 writt•, (Du. •i126) ''ftl• nag Dari•~· mno all 

th• peopln, natiou, aad l~ that •ell ill all tit• ..n1a, 

Peace be •~liecl mo you'. And, (Est.er zal) '!lie t:Lq ~uru 

laU a tribde upon the land, and apoa the 181- of tb• •• • • Cola• 

c•rzdas the tiagdcm of the CJnete, it b writt•, (J>aa. di.16) 'ft• . . 

bean bad aleo tov h...Us f.Bd domiaicm ~ P.•• to ittt. C~oernillg 

tb• todtb.kiagdoa it ie wn.·u-. (Du. ft1123) . 'ADii mall dnour t!a• 

whole eartb, an4 ehall tr...t it don an4 break it ia pi•tc~•'. ~ereton 

•• learn that then wu no kiA&da11 or peo pl• tbat ruled tb• wbo cli~ 

aot rule trca oae •Dd of the earth to th• .tiler becauee ot tb• &lOIT 

ot Iarciel.. It b therefore •aid, 'And th•J (Kaptiau) ad.cl, Wbat 

i• tllA8 that we !art'• donet'" (1) 

Altbo"1gb th• people of Ierul recopia-4 that . :i11 ="' wu tU 

God of th• world, H• who oreatecl heaT•n• and earths Re ino l'Qlecl all 

th• peoplH an4 lookecl after th• u a tatlalr loon aft11r bia chll• 

dreat ud althoulta tbi• p1itn..,p1ty ii agaia itnstecl iJI ~· ftl'io• 

propbet• (Mo8•Jo-.h•etc. )t yet they telt ~bat Qod wu Lt of tu 

wbol• worU bd putiCQlarly IM of ~l. .,..r n• ·ttaoup. ftoa 

an a •dour tor th• reet ot tbe world, ftou U't a aaTior to • 

l• Ma. 43 to Sit. xiT15 ct. llekilta of I!mUl tract. Bu:ba11eg 
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(Iarul) ~peciall1. {l) . Thou_.~ the •Olll of all tll• f80J>1• of 

th• •orl4 but to • (Iarael) ta ~i..it.r.- J'or behoU, tllll peopl• 

ot th• world baft blM~ecl aa4 praiae4 RJa ~ Whoa• word the ~14 

caM iato betas, but ay prai•• ie ben before ma. ••it u writt•, 

( 
1ulii · 

II S• .... al) 'Md ..... an the •Olll• of Israel'"• (2) 

ft• Metil~a aaya, "b• thoup th• whole worl4 bel~ to ftee, 

You baTe ao other people bul I•n.•l• as it 1e writt•, (Ie. zliil_all) 

'Tb• ,.opl• whiob I fol"Md for 1179•11'. (3) . ~- Soi'JptaN ~ 

aaya, 'Tia• people tbat !taou hut poe ... •ed' • (Es. na l&) Therefore 

aiace th• Tonia 1• ale cal~ed a poeeeeaion, (Pren. riil122) ''ftl• Lonl 

po•••••e4 u in the begimd.ag . of Rb way• ;the laad of -~l 1e ~o 

celled a poaHH1oa, (Ga. d.Ya22) 'Poe~aso~• of Ht C!• and earth'; 

And Ue.:Wh llmidruh is &lao eallecl poe .... ia.lt (Pe. 1uY1111S4) 

• 4ncl he brougbt th• to -th• 11ountaia which Ria rigbt ha4 U.. p9H••· 

eel' • Let Ierael that 1e calle4 POHM•ica OOM to th• ~ ... which 1_• 

cal.led a poH••aioa, and buil4 the Temple which ia calle4 poeaeHioa 

bJ the grace of tb9 Torah which 1e oalled poH .. aion, there 1• it •a.14 

a peopl e whoa thou bast poHeHe4•. ( 4) 

Dea Ierael sebelle4 againn Godt the Rabbia were not u~ 

to record it. OfttiM• in the llidruh •• ba•• ••1'1 bolcl stat•••• 

1- 11a. 58 to Ii. n:l ct. uetlita of Ifil&et &a . . ~~ 

2- Ila. 59 to Es. na2 . r laa•• thu tranalat.t th• •era• tor -th• ...... of 
the Uidruhf the J.P.s. Tereion ia •••et aiager of Iarael• 

'7M1r1' . n1i"ct c•,11 
3-118. 58 to iz. z•1l3 ct. lletilta of Ipu.el tract. Slairata 

4- 11a. 69 to Ex. n1l6 cf. llekllta of 1.-u tract. Shirata Where -th• 
order ditten although th• id• ia th• •••· 

(,5) 

.. 



atatmeata which on the auttaoe ... bluphmou but which 1a . 

realitJ ehow a piet1 th~ I• ~urpueed • . .._ tbe Rabbia t..i tlld

God hu 4.lne a poadble i.Jaju.tice they rill. wpb•dH it 01111 to 

*°" their gr•t lne tor aad belief ~ lUm. "Raltbi nieaar of Modt ta 
utl•• ... ~1' ~$e, , R,.'> ... , ._, .. , .. ,.- fo\•~t~ ft~"• ,." r•9)' "•"lfc.1" - ' '" "-... ••••~ 
•aid, Tile Iaraelitea we _in t he· ~bit of' complain.bl but aleo qt.iut 

t b• _iladght1. In thi• .... it .,.., '1'h~t ·~ •• dri ntf_' ( ~) 

A.a .. outnrd •i~ of thia ••leCtioa of I8rul they were. Ji•~ 

tbrff Cl'OWMa "ft• cron of th• Torah, PriHthood e.acl t~ ~-· 

CoDcernillg tb• Tonia lt ia ~i'tten, 'AM ftou ehalt keep llJ' cOTenaat. -' 

Ooacen:dn& the pri..ua.M; 1194-.. ta. kingcl~ it 19 written, ·~ ~· •hall 

be to Me u e.. ki~d• of priwts' • . Ra~bi Nathaa add th• oron of a 

good nea• wu aboT• all of tll•• (t..e. th• g~d naae ot Iarael). • (2) 

lllU electiea of Iarul Uth tb• uon the other peopl .. of 

th• •nh, aacl ra.18• t h• on high. " .T-*t u th• eagle g~• up tr• ~· 

Mrtil to the h•T ... in & -.t while, and Jut U their ..... le 8ot 

in th• accuncmecl '"•1• 80 le their d .. c. nn in .. accuat...a .. ,. 

Aad ao ie it ea.id, {Ho•ea dial2) •s.ea u th97 go I will •pr•ad m.1 

heat upon th•s I will bring th• don u th• fowl• of h•••J I will 

cb!.eth• th• u their congrega-ti.om hu been -.de to bear'•. (3 ) 

A ftr1 Nauti M ad iJlporian'l note 19 atnact bJ o• aubia ia 

th• 1114rulaJ a aot• which bu ben th• ra11Ji111 crt or th• .1-1..at people 

-

l- 119 ''to Es. na24 ct. llekilta of x,.aei tract. v&,Uea. Thi9 1• 
rep~'ltecl to b. rda2 by th• ,._ autborit11 th• ••r••• •w all th• coa

creption of Ierael murmured•. Ila. '14 d. Vekilta of ~·Tract. Varuaa 
to the_. .-ne. 

2- Ke. 96 to b. xisa6 cf. Pirk• Doth 1Tal3 

3- 118. 95 to Ex. x ixa4 
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tor ~ ,....,.., a note which bu nable4 th• Jwim peepl• to bear 

all the lnardena ot pereecuti• and posr-. of capUTi.tJ and 4i•penioa. 

Alway• bu the id• that, "ill Iarael are br9'ta1'en• ben ri~ u ·&lllll 

it ie stated ill our JliV..h in the tollori• wa1. "'ftl• word · 

tA&Ch•• that they (lerael) an aa oae body and aoul and ., it .. ,., 

(I Chron. ~ia21) 'Md ~·bo ie lit• thy people I91'Ml, a..aatioa oae 

in th• earth' • II one of tb• dn, all are puaiahe4, u it •&1•• 
{fou. uii110t 'Did not Acha the •on of Zerah caa.it a tn8PM• . . 

concerniaa tb• dnotecl t bing, and wrath tell upon 911 the coagreptioa 

of Iara.el'. One man did not die for hi• ain, but oae - waa ~inti• 

and all ot th• felt it. And •o it •1•• (Jer. 1Al'7) 'Iarul i• a 

aoatte"d abHp'. Jun aa wbea one ot the liaba of an ... 1a u.n..4, 

all of her body feel• it, ao 18 Israels wben one b mitten, ~ ot 

Iarael. feel• it•. (1) Thi• id.ea b ner tl'\lll uoag the J-1111 DMPl•a 

wA) 
for wben one · c~1nit7 of J .. • wrw pillagecl and pluadencl another cam-

awnity, no atter bow far ••Y• always .,... to n•eue th• aacl tat• 

th• ill, ao that they might 11Te again aa Jwa. (2) 

Kotblac om mate tb• nae of Goel creater than I8rael'• ace•~· 

a.ace ot Bi• will tor when I•rael do .. the will of her Cr•tor, "Bi• 

"8a• ia ll&cle gr•t ia all th• worlcl1 ae it ia ai..tcl~ (Joab. il•l~) 

• J'or •• ba'H heard bw Goel driecl up the waten of th• bd Sea trm 

before yo•• when JOU wot out of tb• lat et SUP'J &lllll wbat JOU 41cl 

i- Ma. 95 to Kx. dz16 cf. lletilta ot 1.-e1 tract. Bahocleu. 

2- See chapter on Zecutb for ti•cuHioa of dtuatiou where each '• 
•utten tor and baa 1ecuth troa H'•rJ other· 
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to tis• two kJap of the 911orit .. , u4 •• bMl'd ucl our h_.• . 

Mlt .. 1 aa4 there 41d not ar~e the •plrit in aay - ~·u•• of 

you, tor the Lord J'Otll' Oo4, Be 1• God 1a tbe hea••• abaft ucl 

Oil the earth btaMth~ 'M wb• I•r&el do .. not do the will of 

God, what b written? (•su. mna20) • Aad wbea they _. mt• 

the ..ti Oll8 whither they c .. e, they pro tan .. llJ ~~7 -... , in tbat 

._ 8'1cl of th•, ''lh~• are tbe people of the Lor4 alMl are gOllll 

forth out or Hie 19114. I" (1) . 

Jun u the people of I•rul WW'e electecl •• a distinct aation, 

•o• too, wu the l and upoe which th•J ••r• to dlrell a distinct laad. 

The Ral:td• baTe eeicl that the Bible wu begun with the creation ot 

the world •o that all people• lligbt now that the laacl b_el oap t~ 

Goel and Ile may gin my pu-cel of th• gloM to ...., people I• 80 .._ ----- . •ir••. Th• n•t or the nation• or tb• world •J' not· th• ..,. t~ 

hrul are roltben, for th•J haTe stolea .... , the laad ot th• other 

•tioM. Our Ketilta recognise• that th• land of I•~~ _origimlly 

bel.oag .. to other peopl.. for in c.,_.lltinc upoa the ..-.., "To the 

laad of Canaan• (Bx. xiiiall) they .. y 1ru it th• lu4 of Ce••nf 

Wu it not the laa4 of the tin peopl .. t Thi• t•oia• u that 

ce.m.an wu the father or th• all aad ao it ••78• (Gen. Jul5) 

'And C-m•D begot Zidoa hb first bona Ha and H.th'"• (2) 

l• 118. 51 to Ix. ZT12 

2- .... 35 

(78) 
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And once ap1a it eaya, to the ,..,..., •ad it ahall ocme to paa• 

when 19 cc.e iato the lenclt thie b th• laad. of th• •n• peopl•• 

which I •Mll Pft unto th"I thia ia th• le.114 of the tbne peopl••· (1) 

"Thia laa4 of Ierael •ball be giftB to th• people u a preMllt 

frcm Godt it 8ball not M ia thy eyn u an iaheritaace tr. tlly 

rather• but · u thoup God P'" lt 1*o th" ( Iarul) nor'• aay our 

Rabbi•. (2) 

!bi• laa4 which the Lord., Goel pr.iae4 Abrahaa h• would giY• 

Wlto Ilia cleacertdante ... to be a beautiful laadf a lead wb1• no 

other woul d •urpu•. 'l'b.roughout tbe literdure of the Rabble " 

fin4 ref erencea to the choic•n••• of tbe luad of Iarael u well .. 

to th• election ot tb• people ot Iarael. The land ot I8rael . bu n_er 

been deacribe4 u " a lead fioriag with llilk and boaey9. (Ea. xii1a5) 

Rabbi Elieser e&J• of thia ftne, "'l'bia ie th• lli1k of th• flo\aita u4 

the boa., ot the pala trM•". Rabbi Altiba Mid, "Thia is actual 

llilt uad so it 1• written, (Joel 1•118) 'And it Uall cOM to pua ia 

t.hat daJ that th• f9wRa.ia& ahall drop clown _... riu ucl the hill• 

•hall .. titb am•. ft• bo11•1 b tb• hoe•J ot th• t o"9t, .. it 

18 writt•, (I s-. %1•126) 'An~ when th• people "re c_. unto th• 

torenJ bebolcl a now of honey•. (3) Jun u it ••J8t 'Here a lu&l 

tloriag ritb aUk •d honey' (ZX. llila5) t<acl there it ... ,., (M. 

l• Me. 21 to sx. Jd.1125 

2· Ma. 35 to Bx. xliiall 

3· Va. 32 
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UTi.19 ) 'Ai1lanl nw111g ~itb milk aad boney' , Jat u it tben 

meana tbe laad of the ti•• people• eo doe• it aeaa i..re the lad of 

tb• tin people••· (1) 

TU Iaraelitn bacl to mter th• lad wbea it wu u b....uttal 

u God hacl proai.•9' their toretatber• it woald be a4 M vour Metilta 

•-.Y•• ..._. tb• C9M•ait• h-.rd tllat Iuul ,,.. Uout to eder tJae . .. 

laacl1 tbe7 aro•• aa4 ~ the ...U, evl don th• tnM, dutro,..a 

the bulldiap, aa4 .topped up the ••~· th Re>l7 Oae ~ ..... be . lie 

tb.. eaicl, I prcml• .. tbeir tathen .that L would not brillc tla• to a 

dHoln• laa4 bu\ to'bou• lull o,f 911 good tbiaa•~ (Dt. Tiall) 

Therefore will I detaia tbm ia the wllclffne•• until tile C•ueattH . . . 

will arb• Bad t~ wbat they ban denroyed. (2) Said Bal>bi llieaer, 
~ : 

It i•,. tbe goodnH• of th• land that lcriptur• •J>Mk• wb• it •a71 ·. ~ 

that Jethro r•Joic .. for all th• goodDH• that Go4 dOM for IA"Ul•. (3) 

"Thi• laad ie to be the highen ia th• world•• ••1 01ll" Ra1t~•• 

•A lad good aacl wie•s a laacl wbioh .Un tb• heart ot -.a gl.w. Md 

eo it •19• (Jer. 111119) 'And I eball give tbM -a pleuan\ la4,tlle 

goecUi•t heritage'. Jun u . tb• d .... b wift•n of all tbe qt•l•• 

eo all tb• fruit• ot tbe laa4 of Ierael will blooa the tuteet ot th• 

fruit• of aa7 otb•r 1ai14•. (4) 

1- ... 32 

2• • ·· sU.111'1 4f. llekUta of I~ Tract~ Belb&lla~ 

3• Mi. 88 to SK. niil1tt ct. lletilta of I.a tl Tract. Malet 

4- Ka. 168 to b. W18 
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•ao goo4 i• thia lad, that "~ other le.ad ..... ala; 
~opt eaten ber laad f'rOll th• llll•1 BUrloa from ta• Tigri• ... 

Bupbrat .. 1 Rt the 1aa4 of Ia-ael doe• Mt need.. aay d.4. rer -U.97 

•lMP upoa their Hc1a ua4 Goel ••ncla ti.. d.on rain. !Id• teacM9 

tbat Oocl'a waya are aot u -.n•a, for ..a P'• alaTM 1a order to 

ha•• tb• aunda the mn1 lNt lie,\ 'bJ Wbo•• word tbe world -. illto 

b91111, acquire• •Vftlit• •cl Re fe.U aad austaiu th••. (1) 

Tbia laad of Iarul ia a laad frOll whioh all Jwiall ka•l._. 

aacl thoagbt ia to fi•. It ia tnl.J the luul tilat Ia.iu apeat• 

of a .. he aa7a, (Ia. 1113) "l'or out of lion aball go forth th• 

La aad t!le worcl of Clod trom Jerunl••. It 1• la thia laacl that 

the month• of th• year u4 th• oalndar are to be reckonecl. "l'rom 

whence do we .. bow thief• ut th• Rabbia. "th• Bible ... ,., 'Ancl 

tbou ahalt kMP thil ordinaac• in it• Huon•1 aad the TerMt ' AIMl 
~o~ • 

it ahall lHI wb•~oome iato th• land', follon tbi• m.cliately. 

rrcm tbia do•• llara tut you do not fh th• aoatu aad oalctalat• 

th• l•p 7.an aapber• outaicle tb• land of I srael but in the oiti•• 

of Judah. ror tb• Divin• Preeenc• i• in it• 111.d.ft, u i+. i• .aid, 

(!>\. illa5) 'ha msto thi• babitdioa 1• ehall aeet••. (2) 

Jlot oal.7 i• t hia land a laacl of goodMH and choiceneae, but 

al•• it la a laDd fr• " laicb proph•CJ ---'•· 'Tor all laa48 were 

----------~~~~----------------------------1- •· 1et ~• •· tii•l' 

2• 118. 35 to Kx. xiiialO 
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prop9r for propJaec1 before I•ul becme holn bat u •ooa u tile 

land of hn.el bee•• bely, tb• the riaioaa ow to tbe propbfta 

oal1 at th• watere, u it ie •aU, (Eaet. 113) 'Tia• •ON ot tile 

Lord cue unto J:1etiel, aoa ot Bai, in tbe 1aa4 ot tbe Chaldeau 

by the r1ftl' Chebar'. And it ea1a, (Daa. T1Ua2) 'And I wu bJ 

the etr- Ulai' (Dan. za4) 'And I wu by the eide ot tbe pw.t rinr, 

which i• the Tig:rh'. Aad eo aleo Jomhf Be did aot •peat to b1a 

uc9"' bJ ·be water". (1) 

1- .... 5 to ax. xil•l 
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C!:LJ'TER V 

TORAH -
There is h~rdly a concept in Ju~aism th~t is ~ore complex, 

more inclusiwe and. et times more exclusive then Torah. The TorE.h 

Cj nsists, accor ding to the Rabbis, at times of but the Five Books 

of Moses , at other times of the whole 'n'1tten Law and at still other 

times the Oral Law. Torah is aiso used to cesignate the sum total 

of revels.tion •-ithout s p6c ial regard to a.n:,: particular eleme~ in 

i t. 

It has been con:. idered one of the things \':idch l;'9..6 predesti ned . 
eve ri before creation. ( 1) Ac~ording to t h~ neo-PlF..t onic vie\'i·, '\\'hich 

finda expres sion i n both Genesis RRbbah and Genesi s Tanchumah the 

Tor ah wcs t h e d'f-=ctuating e.nd .aotivat1ng f orce in Creation as well 

aa the pat tern from' h1ch t his V:'>rld '\v&.s cnated. And t 11e v:orld 

itself v a s created f or tnos e r:i;o upncld t he Tore.h . 

Thro·.i.g:iout the hi st ory of R:ibbi nic JudP • .:. sm we find tnat the 

Torah , e.ccorciine: to me .. "ly of t he Rabbi ; , was even ~yposta•ized, t;hat 

is, g iven a :..;ost a per s o!'le.lity of i t s ov.-n . Tne TorR.h T:a s the link 

between Divinity and Humanit)' ror .,,e read i n many of our Uidrashim 

that on the day or the Reve~ation, the earth v.-as wedded to the heavens, 

~nat is, Torn.h as the bride ~a= ~edded to I sr ael . ( 2 

1· Gen. Rabbah 1:1 

2- Pesikta Rabati 'J8 a tind b ; Exodus Rabbc.h XJCTiiial 
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The giving of the TorW\ made such un impr ezeion upon the world 

in genera l th~t both heaven and e~rth gave ear to · ita reve ~ation. This 

l atter idea reflect~ the univer salistic aapect of the Sinaitic revela

ti~n and for thi s reason r.e are told the Torah was not given i n the 

land of Israel for it it ne.d be-:;11 given in that lnnd Israel could 

have l a id cl aim to t he Torah as its very O\"."n. (l} 

In acce'."ting the Torah, Israel .n11de pee.ce between God and his 

\'lOrld for v:i t'.'lout the Tor ah ::ia.'1 could not ex h t . T:li s Tor ah v.-hich 

Isra el ~~ce?ted wa_ a ful l gift, a complete revel~~ ion and in 
/=: 

accoroance with our ?.&bbis ev' r yt:1ing v:!'tich c.ids the r elidous , ethical, 

:.loral or cere.nonu .. l .:i re of the Jew is ... pert of the Torah • (2} 

I srael received the yoke of ~od ' 3 .dn'."do::i \ hen /.v:a.s r. ill ing 

to a ccent the Tor ah. In toe Tor a..'1 v·as to be r 11 • .md ever yt .i ng th · ~t 

v:oulci =i;,.ke this kin; co a of God a ;>er.feet d ::igdom, for God, &ccor d-

ing to the Rabbia, manifest• himself L1 all :ni nuti~e of life. And 

for t his r e&son there i s u totc.lity in Je1 i sh l ife, a t ot ail.ty v.h:.ch 

not onl y incl udes t he r eli gi 0us anu ethic~l ~octrines but al so the 

t.ays o: life vhi ch :nan i s to fol l ow in his ever y ci.ay existence. 

Accor ding to :n:r :t~bbis , t he ,)i~· sical fre~do.n of the Jev.ish 

people instituted at thei r tie; e.rture froo Egyot c::: uld ·1ot be 

co . .;plete until t hey were s:;iri tual ly f ree a.s \.ell. Thi s s;;iri t ual 

f reedom ha<i i t s ger.esi s at Sinai \· hen the Law we.:.. given to the 

? eople of I srael . 

1- Mekilta de Ish;nael 52 a 

2- Si fre 79 
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In read.ine t~rough t he ~ek~lta or ~abbi Simon ~en Yo~hai the 

above- mentioned t heological views of most or our t:Lrashim ure 

simil<1rly discernible. Our Torah, a ccording to th9 ' .iekilta ot Simon, 

is et ~ rnal. It has existed since the be;innings of existence. Our 

Rabbis sa1 that, '"Because the Lord ciescenc.ed ucn n it in fi r e • (~ . 

x ixil8) teaches t :iat the Torah was compared to ! ire. J ust ~·.s fl. r e 

exists f .:> r ever so cioee our Torah exist r :>rever." ( 1) 

Ther e :ire t'l'.o attitucies toward the Torah v1hich .Jay be per ceived 

in n~ny of t ne ' 1crashL~; the Torah is univer salistic and the Torah 

is nC:1.tionali.:;tic. :::very m:n.ion had t ile opportunity of uccepting t11e 

Tor e..'1 . Cur :.!e!n :t :::. suya, "The Holy One ·Blessed be He '1~k ed es.ch of 

the pt:oplea of t i1e v:orld to ac.:e?t \:is Tor3.h l:-ut t~ey r ef used it . 

!-le then offered it to Israel. 0 (1) Cur ·eki _t e. f urthe r st a tes "In the 

Vil!\· of the v.-orld , .. as the Torah given to I sra e:!. , for if it r ere 

given in the land of Israel the childr en of Israel could say ' it is 

our&' and i f it \";ere ~ive11 in l!!lOthe r ;:il e.ce, the inhabitants Of that 

;:i l ace could say 'it i s ours'. Therefore are v;·e told it ~1as given 

in 'Tie\\' of the \•:orld so th .... t au v.-ho •;; i shed t:> learn i ts ways :ni[ ht 

c ome and pe.rtue . " l~) 

"Rabbi Jose used t o s~y ' God did n::it &peak t ,, the children ot 

1- Manuscript 100; cf :.~eK i : ta Ish:Jael trnctr.te Bah:>desh 

2- ::anu&cript 104 t o verH "I e.o t he Lord thy God" ~. xxi2 

3- ·• t "3 to ver se "A!1d they encuped in the \\"ildernees" Ex . 1.a nuscr 1p ., 
xixa2; ct :.:ekilta cie Ishmael t r e.cta.te R:-~hodesh to th~ 59.!!le verse. 
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Ierael in secret nor di a he s peak to the~ i n ~ d-rk place' {Isaiah 

xlvsl9) ' t':hen God .,.e.ve the ~orah to Israel he old not· give it in a 

&ecret place nor in u da rk ?lace; t net is, ~od ~id not say t~ the 

seed of J~cob the Torr.Ji is t hine; God di d not hide it hut placed 

t he r~ard w.i..thin it .'" (1) 

We reo.d in Exodue xvi:4 ''In ·order to test them whether t hey 

will w~lk i n My Torah or not". The Rabbis ask, VJhose test is it and 

t he>' Ei.nswer, "It is <.. t r: st for Israel and all of the people.-i of the 

world, for t.ll t.no :·n1 -their hearte so tnat they 111;;..y serve God i,,•ill 

fine. sufficiency for !.ll t heir needa." ~2' 

The Rab'ti s ·o £i t e.r lf.s t .:. say tht.t even if Iarael had not wr..nt6d 

t " accept t he Toran , God ,;e..ve t hem no alterm .. t ive. This thought is 

u.nted o.t in i1 e f ollm- ing quotati :in from our t.leiilta, "God placed 

the .itountaine over t he i r heads ~s a root and s&.id •If ye r eceive t he 

Tor&h it is ~ e -1 but i f ~ot, here sh 11 be t hy graves.• At that 

mo:nent nll of Israel moved anti cried an d ?Oured out t he i r hearts a s 

v:ater i :l penit ence ~a excl si..aed •All tm ... t t he Lord hu.s spoken we 

v.·ill do c.nd v.ie \\·ill h earken' (Sx. xxiv:7). The Holy One Bl essed 

be He t hen so.id •I v. ish e. sE-curi ty.' I s rr..el offered the he&.vens 

and the earth as vouchers for them but God refused ce.ying th~t these 

?henomenc of nature ~ere 1ucb too busy. Israel then offered t neir 

1- ~ :a.nuscript 93 to the verr e "They ce..'le to the wilciernea. or Sinai" 
-:.r.odu1 xixil 

2- llo.nuscri pt 75 
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children. ".;od v:illingly a cce;ihd." ( 1) 

The '!'ore..h W!'.z; so 1i ~ed up n.th Jewish life t he.t i t• trane

g:-essi n by Isr!l.el : ed to the destruct ion of .Ter ·Jsalem . This viev.

point is ex-or eseed anon:1.:1ously i n the story o f -:: :.ie.n v:ho met R:.\bbi 

.-=ose t11e son of R bbi Hel14;hte. :.. nd o , oted Hi e · h l; 5 "Bccuuse of the 

sin of Je.cob i s - 11 tnis . " 

This 'l non:1aous uthor c;int1nues tne conversation v.i th R bbi 

J ose by sa ing, " Blessed oe God wno nae i;iven y-iu the Ton.h tnr..t ye 

snould ousy :1our eelves v i th it ,,nd tr-.;st i n it :-nd ror~·· ke t. 1 'tne 

v c..-:ities of tne v orlc. ·· Robbi J os e ~"lSY:ere ~i.::i , "! said t o nin11 lley 

it oe T;ly ':'ill that our zeal s 1e.l l :10t co1ne UiJ u;ion 'tne heart or 

otn~re nor tne : eal 01 ot ner s co~e ~ ~ on ou1 nee.rte . " (~) 

The Tor~ !1 .l.S 30 .1.m_1ort· l1t for tne c .ntl. 1uP.-tl.vn or Juda ism t hrit 

i t i s cJ no ... dered ·o, uur Re.bbis e.s t ne el>.!Jl v1tal ot· Jnry. ":e r ec1te 

eTeri uay "For t hey a.re our l ife and the l ength of our de.ye." Thi • 

8 61118 att itude u continually brou~t out by the Uekilta. "Our 

e.ggadists ha ve ~aid t hat , Cod taucht him the ~ords of the Tor ah which 

are comp~red to a t r ee , ~s it s ays (Frover be 3~18 ) •it i• a tree of 

lite to those v.ho take hol d of it .' " ( 3) 

"The '-!o ly 0:-le !Ue88ed be He s o.id unto !i':>&es, The T1::>rda of the 

1- !.:r..nuscript 100 to t he ver t.e "i,nd t ne:J at ooci e.'; t~e bottom ot the 
.uounta i n'' Ex. xi,;; :17 

2:.. ::a nu:ocr ipt 98 t o '.::.-to:;.us xixi14 

3 - •:anuscript 73 to tho: ·:erse "And °'le r. ri.6d '.n1to ~oc nd ~he Lor d en OI' ~d 
him i::. t ree . '' ~x. xv:25 
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T~rah t hat I +eve imt o :' ..;u are life and a.re het...l i.ng as it is as.id ( i r " -

verbs 4 ; 22 ) 'For t :1 e.v ure · f ... - l. e nto those t 1et fine them l4nci health 

to all t~eir flesh. '" (1) 

The v er se "And WI' l<!k c;:;.:ae · h ints t- t .., nc:! eY.!"hi 'ls the ver s e in 

•
1ob (iill:ll ) "~an the rush ~r°"' up \\"i thout u ce, es.n t!ie r eed :row 

u thout \.ater?" ~: coding to t he \'.:i r es or Rnbl:i .:osi&.h !ld R1:.bbi 

:_ lieze r Hisma , "Just us the r ush cr.nnot exist v; ithout .r.ire and the 

reed v:i t hout v:ater so is it i.:n:;>oss ible for Jsrttel to sep[ r ate her self 

f r om the Torah. W•1 en Is r e.el sep~r:...tes her s e:.r from t he Tor :::.h she br ings 

a bout issensi on S ..) th t b n e.,e~y u~y o~e up upon her. For only be-

CllU8e 0!' Sin -.:.nd tr:'.. ni; greSSl.On :bes ~ .. 1 to . le:!) • : O.J e 'JP• II 1 2) 

I t is ev i. dent fr ~:n the :·.cove ~ uot e.t i :m t.ha.t vhenever I s c..el 

for~ook t he luv: ~laid her~elf o:ien to ~· tt 1...cks fro .. : ~ ithout . The 

Tor a.ll her pr~te rtor ~nd gu~cie. "T~ e ::ig ·r:-d~ sts si...id ' Sephe.i o ' 

me- na but \: ea.knees of hr. nds b e:cause Isr::.e! W!!-~ened in l i o:-ing up t o 

the law. Therf fore ~n e ne.-:i7 ca:ne upon them ~,.;d <i.n e!1 emy 1.:1es only as 

r. r esul t of sin :. nd trnnsgressi ?1 . " To :'rove their yoint the Re.bbis 

quot e (II hr"l nicles xii; l ) ";•nd it c JD.e to pasr: r.hen Rehc;bown had 

est~blished t ne ki nr ciom ~nd h~ci ~tre~gt~ened ~.i;ns elf, ne fo r s ook the 

law of the Lor .; , :..nd t..11 Israel v.-ith him" and there f ollov.a (ii i d 2) 

""'nd it cl:lJ!1e t o pc.SE th -t in t he fifth year Shishak, Ki ng Ji i:i:gJpt , 

1- t!i.nui... crl pt 74 to t !ie ver s e "The Lord 'l'Jil l hfal t hee" Ex . xv :26 

2- :.'.anui>cr i pt :.11 to :;;x . xvii : 8 cf. t'edl t ::. de !sh mel tract:.te .\mdek 
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c£i.!!le up againut Jerusa:.e . .i because they had tre.nscrressed (i::-s.inst the 
:;;> :;;> 

Lord." (1) 

The Tor ah, accord~ng to the Neo-Flatonists , is S)'tlonymoua ~ith 

the Loges of P!1ib. I t ~s t h e Di v~ne "'isdo..i v:hich, "'.':a.a set u.; from 

everlast - ng, from the ce~nning before the e:...rth v:e.s. \'lhen there 

r ·ere no depths it \' e.~ br ".l 'J£ht forth. ,..,hen there v:ere no fo1.1ntai.'.ls 

a b ?unding v:ith water. Before the .!lount · ins v:ere settled, before the 

h ills, -.·.e.s it br ou&ht forth." ( r roverbs 3:23 ff). As ?tivine Wisdom 

it cii ffused f."isdorn to all v.rho v:ere v:illing t o poss ess it. "Just as 

a small f ire li~hts a larser one or a l~rge one may combine with 

o. s::i~ller one, so too '"i ll one greatly leP.rned in the Lc.w both 

; i ve and r eceive from cne '':ho is :1ot ns learned." { 2 ~ 

Those vth J a re \'.illing to t~sy t h emselves with the study of the 

Tor ah , accor:.:d~g to Ra bbi ~leazer of !i'.eciiim, "Shall judge Israel e.t 

all t imes for s ::> is it writte!'_, (.Tuoges v:lO) 'These that ride on 

v:hite e..sses'. These a.re the le..:.rned scholars who go fro:n city to city, 

fro:.1 pr ovince to -.rovince, ,,,.,d bus:,• t .ems elve& in the law. The 

Bible continues, ' w'.10 s i t on c~p•ta,' that is., those w!'lo sit and 

judge honestly." (3) 

The i.teidlta of Re;.bbi Simon in discus sing the verse, "And Moses 

1- Manusc r ipt 82 to Ex. xvii18 cf. Is~11e.el tracta.te 1'malek 

2- Ua nuscr ipt 100 to Exo.:.us xix:l8 

3- Uanuscript 90 to ZXodua xviii:23 
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brouc;ht I srael fro::J the Red Sea'' (~. xv;22 ) tells us the.t the ,··or es 

of t he Torah v:ere c ):npared t o v.·ater f or it says, (Isaiah l•al) "Be

hold, all l'1ho a re t :'l:..r sty , let the'll come to t he waters. Since t hey 

v:ere s6pa.r o.ted from t he Torah t 11ree ciays I s r s.el r ebelled." (1) 

The Tor ah br: n£s ~ith it goocL~ess, pr osper i:y ~nd reward t 

whereu the lac!: of Torah br i ngs in i ts v:tike j est r .:ct ion and punis11-

:nent . The giving of t he Tor a..1i is itself a. r ev:r.r d , according t o the 

Rabbis, if t ne pec?le of Israel vdll but hea r ken to i t . "Since He 

s . id unto them t he ghing of the rev1a.r d is in obe:·ing i t . P"rom 

whence do v:e ;en°"· that if I sra el does not hea1·ker. 11nto t he Law God 

said .nto her a e v.·o..tld r eceive :..11 sorta of punishinents? We read 

i n ~odua xxiv:4 ' And '..Josee crwe a.T'lci he told to t he people all the 

v:ords of God t.nd al l the :.Za1"'s. "' ( 2) 

~an~r e.tt r icutes th;..t v;ere given to '}od by the Bible han been 

nterpreted by our labbis as t .,e Tor ah . "The ,. ords • -::.y st r ength ' 

onl:; me ..... n Tor ah, a.s it is v:ritten (Psalr:l 29 :11 ) ' The Lord ' 'ill 

give f.t r ensth to his ;>eople' e i it i s -ik~rise v;ritten (Pse.lal 

99i ·. ) ' T'ne i<i ng ' s atren~h also loveth .~ udg:nent "'• ( 3 ) 

The Torah v1e.s gi. ve:-n by God to ever~ .1an be .!e mature or not. 

The :.tekJ.lt :. of Reb Si.:lon emph sizes t his viev; i n the corn:nentary 

to ·Ex . l;txslO) , "'Thou and t riy S J n and ci~u::ht er'. One mi;ht suy 

1- Manuscript 72 er. Isl': rw.el t r e.ctate Shi r r.ta 

2- Manuscr ipt 96 to Sx . xix: 9 

3- Hanuscript 59 to 'li:x . X'9': 2 ; 1., f. Ishmael tractate Shi r at a 
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that t his refers to the c.wture sons e.nd daug:-tere, but by the use 

of '~hou' , t hose wno he ve r ea. hed t he i.r maj ority c...re included and t .; e 

le.tter ;iart of t he ve. se refPrs, t herefor e , to the .ainor SO"lf e d 

dau;nten.' (1 ) 

Those v·ho have ever felt t h:-it t here existed wnnng the ancient 

Jev.s an ,.r isto: r acy of le- r 1ing Thich bec:..use of its e _r r.i ng en-

joyec l eh..1re . nd t he l;e:lr fite of t ae ~01nunity l:ithout y;ork.ing f or 

t h e..1, 6.r e 3rent l r .. ist~ .~en. Throughout '"idrashic 11 tereture the 

very famvu& t !IO'..! C:ht t r:;::.t "if there is no .ne!l t .ere i s no Torch - nd 

if t '.:H:re is no T::irt.h t ·1 er~ is no meal" is ~ver •)ercepLble. 1 Et -: ics 

of the l's.there, Ch . 3121 ) . T.1i£ ides. is :.-ter· ed in our !:icr a!;h 

as v:ell . R:.bbi Jo&nue s E> ys , "If a na n but studies tro '-'ti.l..ltot in 

the . iorn:.ng e.nd tl'. o i n tne evening £ .n~ .-orke all dc.y it i s as t ho ..1gh 

he .-:fi::.ls the v:hole 1'on.h." (2) 

Rabbi ::-.le:.zer s c..-;:. , "v-.,1_ t o those r h he.Te manna to e'~t is 

i t ;,iven to st-J<ly t :ie '!'or t:.h . \.lo\' is it : osnb l e for e ... an to 

sit i:l his _tuciy \•.hen !le v08S r'l :>t itnev: \'"1let"e .. is food e.nd drink 

\' ~11 coue f r o1n 'lOr ~here "le c•: n set r.i s :J..:it h" s anc covering? 

There :·ore only t:> '~.ose 'I' ho n ... ve 11:,nna is it :;i ven to study the 

Tor u.h . " ' :;) 

1- .. nr.uscr ipt 108 

z- ~!o.:'.u~ cript 75 to ~:X. xvi:4 

~ - Ma:luscr ipt 75 t~ ":x . :i.vi;4 This c;uotd.ion is i:iven :n t ne ne..11e 
of R.u tci Elee zer in 0·1r ·eb l tn l:ut in t ne J:eHlte. de Ish:ic.el, 
tract ate Vay~ssa , t~~ i de tiral r eading is ~iven under the na:ne 
of P.abbi Si::io'! ben .. ocn; i. 
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Rabbi 3le aer be n ~ zar1e.h ·~ •• ::;~ys , ··or .: i s a ::r ent thing, for 

the Divine ? r e s ence of God d1ci not dwell u;>on Isr a e l until t ney 

p e n :1e d _o,::ie \'.:ir i< , as it snys , (:x . XXY: 3) •:..nd t hey sh· ll .!lo.lee 

e tabernacle !'or Ile :;, no I sr.· 11 d\'Je .i. l t 11e1·ein. •" ( l ) 

The To1·"'h per.:ie· tes t. 11 of tne ll.ie or ni:n.,, n' studi es it . 

:le v·no nr.s t ru;ted of it '"1- :.es to e:nbr a::e 1t even <n.Jre. The 

atory is told of Rnbbi :). e Den R~bb~ ~alo f'ta thnt he on~e met 

a uan t:ho c.&k ed h .. m f r ..im v.here 11e e~e. nabb i Jose sc.id tnat ne 

ea.11e from a.oong e. pe<Jple of i.. l ar!;e cit ·: v:l-tich r.oazted •:iany '\"lis e 

men i:10d scribes. The rawi •1aa . .,uch i..11preseed and us:ted Rabbi J ose 

to re.:ll(;.~n in hi .. c t7 . 1'he ~an ra eve:'! -: illing to sustain hi 11 fl!lci 

g r aot ~l~ sifts of ; old a nd ~ilver . ~abbi ~ ose a:'ISTJered t~at for 

all tlie .Joney in t i e v-:> rld he would no·~ re!llliin i n t ' iis st r ange cit y 

f'or .:1a..n <.urns int :> 1a&t and c.ll : is _atGti al ;n::"e'.13ions - Hish r.ith 

:'i.1.:i . But thlit t: 1::.ch r e 1~·.1ns 1.1t :iis det.til t:.re t :ie \" ) r t.s of tne Torah. (Z) 

The "iabbis , howevi:;r 1 tell us th t ·~·e z.hould be ee.re ful :i:>t to 

t r y t:> ,:r;,,.~.• mor e t hnn .... e a r e able . Tn~s t ·o>J :-ht is brought out by 

t ile !'')ll:>v•ing u:'l~l,-y . " J ust as .:.. f o~ie c-ines to :> near fi r e he is 

!>\Jrnt b·Jt if :te :tee j>s too far e.v:r.:1 fro~ it ne i s c:.l l d . :io i:; it t.it:'i 

the Tor £..h . If :u: .. n _m;ies to<> nB!!r it he i s ~orwu .1ed b'Jt if he re1'1b.ina 

too far t:.\"V.1 he is cold . ";e shoulc'. there f:> r e st •1dy t ne Tor h s o , .. ~ .:iay 

ber.o.ne \" !... rr.l fro::i t ',e l i·~ht of t he 1· h e .Jen b·1t s:1011ld te cautivua in 

2- .:c..nu s cr ipt '.l3 to ::<odu;; .xixi l4 
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t:ie st:.ti y ." (1) 

T'11e Rr.b\::i s a iso spe . u ~s.ted on -the i:>r::i o~ t "l e Ten · 0:11.oancbentr>. 

The picture \'ihich i .,, ; ost f, . .. iliar to us , five eolll!ne.ndment& v;ritt en 

on e<>-:- h h t.lf of £< do•1ble t~blet '-~" a.:.so t ;ie ~abbis' conception. 

':'hey a s iced t.'1e.n. el ·;e ~ ~fr1y ~he c O:l1.111lndl:lents v:el'e arr a .1ged in t he ;>ar

ticular or der t fiat t 11ey we•·e. "The co1aJ1and ' Th ~ u s .alt not .d ll' was 

placed op~oe.ite t he ~om.~and ' I '-~ tn e Lor d' fo r ne '~o co~ lits ~urder 

iE t .. e s.-:;e as he \. ·:o .. 1.:1:.::'!Lhes fnm t ne "Divine Lin:eness . Oppos l.te 

' 'l"n :>u ,,l1c.lt not can .i t a:iu lter y ' ~:..s t '·.e co:n .a."ld 'Ther e shall be no 

ot!ler godJ before lie•. T: i e t ~ c·1ee that he \'lrn • ·m..xita i..dui tery 

is er:ual in t !l e eye s of ~od to h~ dio '\':orshipe i ola. And so it 

s ays (Jere1:ii<i.:1 iii : 9) • A.n•.i it c::..:ue to nass t~rough the !.i~htne88 of 

her harl:>-r.r y t;he.t e.11e oe ,· iled t'!e :!.and '. •J'h:i •.1 s .. alt not steal ' v: _s 

,; ritt en 09~osite ' Th:>u : !'!al t not t a.-<e t:;e ne..~e of t ne :.ord thy God 

i n vo.in' fo r a.11 'ho stet.l will in t nf enc s·. eat" f .,.lsely. ' Th:>u 

ah.alt not bear !'t..lse 'it:'lese ' t s v:ritten opposite ' Re ne .ber t he 

3ab ... at!'I di.J ' fol" ~od :;;;;.id , co t ·J speak , if you b'" e.r f d se v.itnesa 

8.E:,i nst :rour :iei: hbor it i :.. as t )us !'! / OU have ;; e.li ed t.hat I created 

the v.-or ld in s ix cia ys o.•\d 1 e:;t e:d on toe .;eventh vt..y. ' Thou s!litlt not 

covet• v:a_ placed Jp::os i. te ' Honer t h:r fat ·er and cother' fo r he 

v:ho covet s nl.s ni~bor' s v:ife , t.. son snll.11 be born of her v ~o v:i l l 

honor hi.n v:ho 1~ •1 t his f .• t i· er, but cur s e !i:> fe.t~er. (2 ) 

1- t!.an : scr bt 100 to -:::x . xb :l8 cf. ! .;lu:la.el tractnte Sah odesh ":':!Jere a 
m:.ich .:ior~ l.n -:o:nplete ve r sion is '];i ven. 

2- ?Jekilt a of Ishrne.el r rr..ds "He '\":il 1 have a son" 
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"4 .:na.i .;ight s <:..y '·.o.t he i s .. ot ;pJilty ::-:til he tre.nsgresses 

every c:>:o .1:.: .. nd . Le~t vi e t h:. n.• t his , 'icr b tur c; t " ac·-:iEs ' 'J'hou shalt 

not .nll, T.1ou s helt not commit adultery, Thou s .a l t not steal, Thoi..; 

shalt .:ot bear false \'r l. t !1ess , Thou s 1alt riot covet. ' This teacht: s 

t h .. t e -ch or ~-:em ;uct not r, e trn ""1s~essed ..... :;,• . ~e wh' disobej& one or 
the:n \"il l. i n t11e end :ii:.obe.)' e.11. Fr oil \•:hen ce ao we '1: nO\': t he.t i f 

2. an : r nns gr es s es t he cor:i .. .and ' Th .J u s·:n .. lt •1ot kill ' lie \• iL'.. in · he 

e!'lci c.:>.n..1it i...dultery? rt l.S \' rit";en , c-t overbs 1 : 10) · :~y so.:, it 

sinners e :':. ice t;, ee, consent t .ou 1ot •. "!::n-· .J o '"e ;nu~ tat· t if one 

co:!l.Jits · ~ult ery '1e 'ill in t~e end :::". e ·,l ? It i s r·r itten , {Psalm 

5 •; 13 ) ' \'."hen tho:.i nast seen a t i;ief t :urn t '.ou c , n,,.e11ted \ it~ llim 

a nd. ~&.:,,t be t n p~rt-::er r.1th aciulter e r s. ' ~civ· .io ~- e %no-;- t~at 'l e \':~o 

steal.a Y-ill f i!ia..lly svtear false l y? !t i s vritt en (?1·overbs 23 : 24 ) 

' !!e ·: 110 is par tner ""' ith '~ t iuef h::.t est his ot:n :::oul. ~e hears .:ursin5 

and scys nJt ning." (1) 

The ~ori:..h i t s elf i z . n e ;t ity, ~ totality . !he ~~bbia ~re ~ble 

to read into toe t ext of t he Tor uh _i l the cbove· .e n~~~1ed t i i ngs for 

thty h&ve fi r st est bl1shed ~ne ?ri~ i ? les tht~ not : ing r e e ~ e s or s ue-

er eds unyt i ng else. The . ' e!cilte. o!' llabbi Si .0 :1 ben y -, ht:.i br i ngs 

as i llust r l-ti?n to ";hi s pr inciple t e !'!>l l ov.ing. "I!i Exodus xvi9, 

the verse ' 7 1:e e!'le:ny St.i d' i s th e begi nning of -::he t> ection. Bu't s nc'! 

there i s 0 b ef ore or arter i n the -:'ora11 it i s per::.iissible. And so 

you .>iust 1nte r .'.)r et (J_eviti r-us ix:l) ' And it ca.':le to ?a.9 on the eights. ~ay 

1- g e.!'luscript 113 t o zx . xx. 17; cf. Ish.;'!c.el tre.ctate Br.:.!iociesh 

(M) 



.. loses called , •••.. . . Thia is t 1e beg: n- ing of t .1 P. book but 

t her e is no bef~re or ~fter in the Tor a• . 5o you au~t a l so interpr et 

(J ere Ji h ii:2) "Jo c.nd cry in t he ec.r s of Jerusalem se · i.,g • • .. • . 

This is t ne beginning of t he b~ok but tner e ts no before or ~rter in 

tne ':'or t ·, . AnC. S J ~ust ;ou inter '.;ret( :=:ze.d~ ii : \ ' Oh son of man 

st "'-nd upJn t · .. y feet e.nd I shall !>;>ea:C to you. • ;.nd +.h er e are :..ome 

t> ho s cy{":iei<ial xvii:2) ' Son of mar.. tell a ri~'lle and :!;iYe a par i:.ble 

c oncer 'li. g the land of I s r c.el ' is t ne begin~ing of the book. And 

" :I 
s o : ou mus t inter ··ret~~se,..:10# 'Is a.el i s ~.n e.:ipty vine; he br :geth 

• 
f Jr th f r uit a~to hi:iself' , This i s tne be~innin~ of t 1 e book but t ne r e 

:. s no before or ~.rter in the Torah . t.1:tev.i:.e is l-Sccle:oi~ st es lil2) to 

be int e r preted ' I ~ Koh .. l eth v··: J r.as king Jver Isre.£:-1 i n ." erusalem' • 

Thi s i s t he begi nninr, of t1 e book tut t her e i s no bef ore or ~rter i.n 

t~e Tor~h ." (1) 

1- t.:a."luscr ~pt 64 cf. I s'1::i:i.el t ractc.t e 3hir~ta 
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ZECtJl'H 

There i s i n J uc! o.i s.J r. conce pt i : n crJ.led "Zecuthn hi cb 

e ar be t r nns l eted :.p;>r oxi:n:.t el:; r.s ".aer i t'' or "c?'t. e". Thr oui:hout 

t he --idre.ehio, t here ~ppeo.r certnin ~en, the ~erita of ~hose 

r ighteous nese ac cr ue t o t he ·g.:iod of Isr e.el. ? here i s r.leo u co:n• 

~le..Jentary c "ncept i ~n, t nat of ! s r : el aufferin~ for the sins of 

ot her&. 

Accor c ing to Dr. ::..her. !lter (1), ther e are t !lref types of .nen 

fro , \'ho.:i I sr··fl .. 1 ... ~· r eceive Zecuth . Fi r stly t :1 ere i s t ile 3ec:..;th 

f r :><n a piou :o e.!lccst or; sec ) tt.ly t oe Zec L1th th:.t Israel receive• 

f r -:>m ~ cont~;.orr.ry ; . n ci thircly the Zecuth ' h :..ch I srael gete 

.in adv· nee f r :im a pious post e r ity . 

i'.'e finci i !l pseudo-~ronnthen t ? Ex . xvl iii ? } tnot the Zec<..-th 

of the Ft.t hers -. nd Uot her2 is invoked i n t i.mes of i,t ress . The 

Zc, c•.ith of t he Fat:1er & El ppears ..;iost oftt.n t .. 1 oughout t he :,idraebim. 

One of t he t hings : redest.ined b r; f ore cr eat ::.on .-as t he Fat hers. (2) 

It is .Aost : nter est i ng to note t h· t t he gre~test a nd 11iost 

worthy 11:nong Ier~.el v. ere never t hou::ht of a s dieties , for the 

l : Somr Asp~ct a of 'R bti'liC Theology, C!l • .xii 

2 - Ge/'le e is Rc.bb•- 1:4 Htc! T" i r ke de R!~bb i Eliezer . ~ 

(H) 



Rabbis a l w:;.ys took ceuti .)n to : revent this, l est the peo:~le 

fe.1 1 into the hr.bit of t. or eni ,:i;>ing t hes e -r eat 1nen . The Rabbis 

t herefore s · ,. t hat even The F~thera \' ere not declc:red holy until 

the~' had died . ( 1) 

Isrce l received . .iuch because of the Zecuth of The Fnthera, 

fo r through i t she v1~s brou~J 1t out of F:§;Y£.rt . It "as necesst:.ry 

for . oses to e. pec.l. to God in t he nrme of t he Zeeuth of the 

Father @ after t he e pisode of the Golden Calf, for not unt i l 

he dia, ~as hi s ) r : yer heard. (2) 

A ilan l:JJ!Y tro?.1s fe r his Zecuth t his son, ~nd the Zec•Jth 

of e.n ancestor ~ on f or a n i nd:.vidua l a great deeJ. of r es ect 

fro.n the cOlllJlw1it:r. T!1e ·r .. l.J•..id relc. es t :1at 'l>'hen R~bb. n Geitliol 

nnd Eliezer ben Aznr h.h cont ended for t he leariersh.:.p of the 

.:.cad eJy .Jan~· i.. i ohed to bestow it up n ::liezer ben 4ze.rioJi, 

being i nfluenced by t ne r~ ct t :le.t he hrui the Zec'Jth of . co.a~ 

from Ezra. ( 3 ) 

The Rabbi s , ho~:ever, did not vi sh to pl o.ce too .Ju.ch 

empil:...s~s on t .e _, ..1t ;1 of t h E. · · t :;cre · nd :.= a r esult of thb, 

t .ere ;;.r e .~i:.nr dis:1,ts e ions f ound t !irvugl'lout :.iicira.shic liter

ature conefr ni ng t !: e ti....le '"·1 en t .:e .'.:f.cuth ter ,1ine.t ed. (4) 

1- Llidrush T~ .illim t J FsLL~s xvi:2 

2- E:;.: odus Rabbn xliv:l 

2- Talalud Eabli, tr~ctete Ber ochot 27 a 
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The ec rly Isr aelites felt t n. t bot h t e s i ns ~nd t he good 

aeeds of a .-1c.:.u ·' r ried over t o his dee.- r; .. :t a. Therefore , a 

.. .i ... n ..-:oulci r e ceive e i tller .ierit or .,unisn,nent f or his ance::tors' 

E;OOd deeds or sins. Thi s - t t.i.t ude is ex.~res&ed i n t he dE cnlogue , 

"For l t :1e :orci t n:r ';od r:..1 ~ j ealous G:>d, vi s i t 1ng t he i 11i c:·Jit ;..es 

uf the f ;.t :1era •9 .. 1 thr: c .. i..Ldr en unt o t he third ~a fo . .u-th gener~tti ons 

of t he..i th·.~ !le.t e ..ie :.-'ld shO\o:ing lnin lti'1dness •.i?rto the t :1ousandth 

~e.teration of those t :i t : ove .Je :u1ci .:ee _ .>J.y c ..JmE.lld:ncn~ s . " (Bx. 

xx:5 ) 

·aith t he ci estruc;;ion of t~1e !'e . .:Dl c :..nd t.ie exile of he 

.ie\. i s.1 jleople to l!• b:rl mi ... , t !1e p!1.i.l. ao9hy of cor ·.or1:1t e res on-

~.:..bility unden ·e11t a cht.nre , · . :e i.n•).i.· ;..d:ir 1 responsibility for 

onr.. ' r. '.)\'.n cts . oo,, it:: .~1 ce. If ';he :ild rr ::.;.onsibil ..i.t y had beeft . 

sti.i.1 a .1;;licc.Lble , the: J e\ s i n ;: byloni;.. r.o l C. have s . id t .. et t hey 

c Juld :::it r o bcr.: .• 1.j ~ - l ee.t ine to build up t he l r....no _gtin , !'or t e1 

wer e eu; f er ing ior t .e sins of t .eir f t h r s . J::ze~iel e.nswer e , 

" If t iie , t •. en e!.t s :iur ~r es · iJ..:. t e .ildr en ' s 'teeth be ut 

:m e::ge?" (1) 

cur .~<...ti: is ~lso tr 1 to .. • . l..J . .!.H t.•Eo r c: fl ec-;, .i.on of t he .Jeri t 

:>r t.ne s:ne .Jf -':. ... f ;;..ti1er s J,)On t hei r :iescencil·nte. In ;>l e.cl! of t hi:t 

t - ~! ex ; r ess t he bt lief t h t t .e cove · .t with t e Fc.'.rhers is ever· 

1 t . d · e-t of Tsr t-• l' & ::ctiODSt SO thr t t .1is COVc'.1 nt e.~ i '!'lg i:.11 _naP-;;to.~u..,u - . 

repl~c€'s , i n ::mn: ,..nst .nces , t :1e Zecuth. A h i nt of this i~er: i s 

1- •;z. xviii: 2 
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given i~ t r.e .. e.~lltr. of :{c.bi:i Sim;m , i n ' .1i~h i t . / S t "The 

covenu.nt of t he Fr.t here t;.."lO t he Zec·.rtil of t he c!1ildr en." ( 1 ) 

T:: 2i ec..ith '•O• .1old::o :.. less io ".lrt nt l • ce i n t h e cloct r •. ne s o , 

J u\.\a. is111 . It 1e useless .• nless . t is ~cco:npanied by good deeds 

on the P~ of t .1e p-erson 1· ho >.l . hes to reup its bM efits. (2 ) 

Dr. Schechter saye, "Wha.t t i1is Zec· ... -t;-;. served 111ostly to 

est ablish \\ f . & t he consc . o:ieneae of t he histcric cont .:nuity and 

t o :.nc1 e use t he r ever e .:ce for the ;;ast ~ :i ch ha.s thus be cv.ne both 

f ounuc..tion nnu ... n:- ::i ~rc.tion ." (3 ) 

The !.!e.d l t u of :\. bbi SL.on senses the ~ifricult;i• of r e -

c . nc.:.ling t he s e tvJo s ec .i:ing co:itro.ci. i ctions . It c-uotes the 

decalogue , "Visiting t he inir uit i es of the f r,t hers on the chil-

a ren" and c.so<s t he ;e stion, '':-!or. , t '1en , is t hi s verse, ' The 

f t..-tner s.1all not bea r t .1e ini~u.ity of t :1e son und t ;1e son sn~ll 

not bei.:r t .:e i ni .. ity of t i1e .o.:..t ner'. ( ~.z; . xvi il:19) to be ac-

ce:-ited? If t he f c.t .1ers r: re riS?;11teous , t .1ey sh~ 11 not be: x the 

~n~c.~it;; it' t i1ey ur e . ~t ri~:1teous:1ess, t ne :r G .. c:. 11 be~r t :ie 

ini · ...1 it:r. 1.rlv li.:tet1iae fo r t :1e !.Onl!' (4 ) 

The :.:e::iltu of !t bbi .:. .i.14on points ou-t t _1:;.t t ere ~. ere :10 

s ins c: '.U!litted by t iie F:..t ~n. !-.c bbi :..lif·zer of : iodlim s. ya, 

1- ~s. 94 

2- See Lev..:.ticus ':\i.blir. xxxvi1 6 c..nd ::. .~ od •Js ' bba 1:36 

b • • T • • p 184 ?- Some At pects of R.!!b ini c .. uoc.ism , • 

4- s . 106 
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11The B~bltc ets.t es t hi s onl 'r bec"·us e of t h.,, . t ; · · : ~ J ~ ... 9· r _nr .1s , i . . ~en _ ,_ snys, 

•,.no. t 1ey t ui·ned to\·,, r ci t :ie \.:.lder n&s s ' ( -:x . "V.'. ·. 10 ) . . •. J ·.ist e.s t he 

v:ilcier ness cont c.i ns no sln or :..n.i':..it~· s o e:.so \'.- s t 1ere no sin 

o r i .. i .- ~1i t ; i n t i1 e Fat ;:en." (1 . 

:::-.~bbi Et:..ne. .:. se i d, 1" Fn · the : r a ce \".hich nbrn .!:!...:l .1a.; befor e 

u:1 4". , I .! ;.: ve r ent t:~e seo. :_nd h"'ve ~ l <l'Ve t ile y ood f :>r t he bilrnt 
/ 

of f erini;'. { ~e·.1 . x.xii : ::. ). As it i s i;;.t.i.d, 'And t :;e v:at. er s cl~ve'''• 

x . x iv : ~l ~ ( .:) 

].G.b bi __ : i bu so.ii, "B~· t h e r;r . r e of J acob I have rent t he sea 

bef or e t he.:i , a s it b s :·i ri , ( ':Jell . xxv i ii : 14 ) '. .nd t il:t s e eci s .~ll be 

u::; t ::e ri .. st of t .1e e· rth 'l.;o ~HOU i:, 1-lt b .r :;t t !e s e- .' " (3 ) ~r~bbi 

s aid .. nto ;.:oses , 11 I?e11olci . I f::.:.: l c< ·s e r d n t v u.;ie ciown. " (4 ) 

R· bbi .:d r s ~cl , " Eehol d i t s~ .. :~ of .t r e..}1:?.;n , ( ~en . xv :'..il: 8 ) ' . .nd 

he st ood wit h t :1e:n under t .: e tree : nd t !Jey d e.' For t:-11; t r er~son di d 

ti~c ·-iol .: 0 .. e :: les s ed be :te . t,·;s e t ';e s even cl v•.i,, :.. l f gl ory t o ;-'re-: ede 

... . ,. ( - ) .. n e;i . :> 

Ra bbi :o .. ilU . be.!'l .-or c:1: .• : i d , ·0·i'·a . ~Jl;t 0 .e Elessed be r:e 

S
._ ; d t · I 1 v,· . s um ; l't . . J .. t :> r 6ceive t he manna i n t he _.. o 1;.o •. e s , er e 

\':il C.er nesG. ?o r t he./ s!loul d have -;one. nun:;r )" , -;;,1. r :=t y ~"lci. n;;:,,; ed. 

1-i~s. 76 c f . :;e K- lta of I~. tract::.~e V<:..;;E.ssc. 

2- : :s. 48 t o £x . xiv:lS 

· n o" t ·n i s verse .i.s, 11 e~'1d s reo.d 
~- T - s e.nd :-·i n C" ,Tame s ve ra10 ... 

:~r~~d .: 
0 

the .. \':e; t . ·• :ic• nl1~ 1 l!s. 48 t o ..,.x . y._iv:lS 

4- hls . 75 t o Ex. xvi : 4 
better readi ng, 

5- l ~s. 41 to ;;x. x iii: 22 
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But , .. h:...t coul ci I do? I gu ve t t . + • .. ne~ .. . 1e r e\'10.rd oi' Abre.ham 111y 

be l oved \.ho ::ti.n i st er ed t o t he 
e.n~els, ·-s v:e e r e t old, (Gen. xv .:.ii : S ) 

•.~d lie s tooci by t he;n under t :·1e tree w1c. t .1ey at e"' . (1 ) 

The Zecut)l of the Fa .er s E-ided t he I s r ael i t es ma.ny t imes 

on t .!eir .;i;,,.,r ch fro.:i "::g:r "t to th.; :-rom~sed I.a·1d . Our r abbi s s ay 

t .• at all \':h i ch v::;. s sa.i c t o t he 11 ·'1 us e:: of J :.c ob" ( i-:X . xix: ;; ) \Hl& 

beccus e of t ile .er i·, s of J~c . t; :.110 11 111ich \ . o.& t old. to "Isr ael" 

(-bi d ) , v. a s uue t t nc. .Jerit of I srael. ( 2) The r ea..son t h:it t he 

oat n given t J Isr~e:. v.1s :u:fi l l ed " :?.s , "DuE t o tile 1eri t of t ile 

1• thers . " ( ::) 

: :oscs '" :: r:;r e t l :r . cied by t .1e co~e L.nt \l.il ... ch \'.'&s ~,~de be-

t'l'1een God nnd t he Fo.t her s . \1111en . "' J.:os es \.ent uc unto God', he 

sce .• ci ed in a cloud ··..nu C.esce aded i n . cl oud . Both the cove!'w.nt 

of t:ie F .• t !'lers l!..1d t.ie .er i t of t ile childr en s et' rd ed ~n.:: descend-

ed \ i t h hi.!l". ( i; ) The d· eds of t he kt 1er s hel ; ed Hoses f ·.Lrt her 

i n t.1e ti.ne ) f .. i :.. o\'.n f fl ict i on . \'!!1en .Jr:.leK :ou~t '"i t h I s r . el 

at •1 c• h E:~· · " o' t ol " obes t o !lol ci u.o hi s h1:i.r1ds. \'.';:i le hi s ho.nds h ~- _, " - .. 

r e.aui ned up , :-sra e l prev::d l ed . E:.tt \\ en his h·-ncl.s c i.:..lle c..ov:n, I ara.e l 

bege:.n t o lose. ~abr.i _,liezer of : .. .)cil i.ill s . i c , "The sin ~avily 
uld t b · t "'.11at t .1en did upon t he hands of :~oses anc. .1e . o n e- r i. • 

.1e aiJ ? :!e t urned to t ii: deeds of t he ·.-t'.t 1c r s , o.i:: :.t .:. s s a i d, 

~=-5 to Ex. vi: 2 

2- . s . 94 t o Ex • xi x : 3 

3- -~S • 32 t \) ~. x.iii: S cf. u..: ~ to Ex. xiiiill 

4- :..;e. 94 t o Ex . xix: 3 
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' And t he.:r took a stone and ;:ut i t :;nder him. • ( ':Jc . xvii: l 2) 

:hi s refer s to t he deeds f o the F~thers . •And he a~t t nere on• . 

This refers t o t he deeds ~f the ~others.• • · d i\. n J\.n 1 c.ron and Hur sup-

.1orted hh .1 n" s. • For · t .... v:ne. re'-son C.:.>es Scriptur e state th<:.t one 

stood on eitner s ide of hLi? ~ is i s :mly to t each us tho.t Aaron 

1:. ;ml d . .l .lt G .11en~ion of the deeds of Li:vi end ~ur · oul d 1nr.r. e .nention 

oi. tne deeds of Jacic.h." ( l) 

Before Isr€..el fo ..:~nt ;~w.eA et Rc _;heC.i.m, ::oses , .o\e.ron ~·1d 

~ur \.ent up t o t ne to? of a hill . Rab~i .liezer of :.!odi im says, 

"The ver::;e ' 7 -:i..iorrov· I ,·. i l l stand on t:1e t op of the hill' (~. 

xvii : 9) r f:" f ers t .:> .:. f a s t whici'l \'.a ; de cl ·.re.ci b:; t he Isr a elites s o 

~hnt t i.e :.' :.i-;ht be r &aci: . ' The to ' refer s to t he cieeds of' t .1e 

1 ::.tri c:•.s; ' t hE .lill ' r efer s t o t fie deeds of ti1E • others . " (2 ) 

•}od to:>.< the , EOple )f IuaEl out Jf t he h l..d of ::gy;:rt i n 

the ... ont i1 o_ abib . "In s. . .Jnt:, t :u .. t ~s c. ::: r e ct 11t'=' that is , 

t 1 ' . . ... ( '"' 1 .. . 7' •G d . th no \7a r i;i nor r•.:> O • ,,,nu so 1 •• s -:;s, r s . xv111 : / o :?al(e 

t !1e s!>litr..ry to ciwt;ll l n (L house; :'le c ringcth out t he .ris::>ners 

into ? ros .. er l t y ' , r 11rt' 1 ~~ that is, t:ith corr ect deeds . 

These r efer t o .. bra.h.:..ill , :su~c :....n:. .:acob. i..,ci others sa~· they 

r efer t o i..oses, Ao.r on a. 1<i _:iria.-:i . '' (:;) 

1- ::s . a3 to Ex. xvii:l2; cf . }Le.:<ilt a ?f I~.;ir-.el '!'r f.ct s.te ~alek 
\•. he r e t he deer:i: of the tribes <:re reverse;, i . e . "d. .... r on \':oul d mc.ke 
. .l e .1t ion of t he de eds of ;, -c:..'1 and :-Iur t:o .<ld. 1c..:{e . .ie ::~ i on of t he de ecis 
of Levi ." It v:o ..;l ci se" m t :w.t t .;e ~ i:.1.:Jn ver s i o·'l i s :.ior e correct f or 
:~~ron ct • • e fr .-a t ·1e fti"ibe of : ,evi. 

2- .. :s . 82 t .? Ex. xvii ;9 cf lledlta of I i?.Jael tract . A.nale1' ·.here 5 more 
c :>.a) l ete and better r eariing i s give ~, ''Re.bbi :Eliezer of r.:odiim s o.ye, 
T )morr ,, ,. we shall aecle.re a f a.st :;,.nci be ree.:.:.y , r cly:.ng up •n t he 
<.ieeds of t he patria r ch&. " J '1J'l l 'C :"l ' :ll l n'l' n 1Tll 1 iiC 

3- '.s . 32 t o :::x . xiii:4 
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t.ioses r eceived e Zecuth f r o.-n hh father. "The \1 i:;e men 

sey t hat t :1e P.ol y One Blessed be He s-ici t . 1,~o . ei;, The Zee ..:th 

Of :i.mrB..'1 t h.' fat her stL ds by OU SO t.i at OU \:ill do a great thing 

i n Isr:....el. \'.be!'l :!;c· .:;t ensle.ved Isr~ el v: .i.th ,..11 ove rbur dening slavery 

:...nci. decrfSed t ,at <Ul the :; ouths shoctld be -.ror ned i n the sea, the-

Israelit es sd.d, If me .;i rriet . nd ilas cn.:. ldr en t :1e ~:y.Jtic.ns 

·. il l ::.1 0\:-n them in -.;i;e see. J ·; hy, tnen, sh: 11 \:e wfry oursel ves for 

:1~-. .:;ht? ,...;u-._...l, :'lm.'. ever, ?erfor:ued a p;r ee.t deed in Isr ael. After 

h i s v:ife wus .ir e . tl~ nt ! J r -t.:iree ..;onths :1e ui ·rorced her 8J'.ld t .1en 

n e r .• a rr.:.ed :1er, · ... s i ':. s ~:;.y s , (:.:x. ii:l) ' ,.!1C. t ere v:e 1t h ui~ n of 

ti1e .• ouce of Levi no t -. Jk to \1 ife ·· rl : :hter of Levi'. :'he 

~ti..ii .:.ist er i n; ngels bles:: ed them L S l::r ide c.:id ; r.:iom f ·)r i t S f /S t 

t hen co.rnteC. :ine .iont:-i s but s .ie ~<-Ve birt'.1 · f-:.er six .. ~onths . 

' -"- .1. 1 • .; "'~ "' L~.-. • 1 .·; b"C'' US e ·:.;'l.' i s l t neces s :.i.r ;r t o s t · ~. e t r .. " J...i11r ::. il ·, .J.JJt o. • _ ... "' - ... "'" 

· 1 '; the : ii..le " i hes t o t€ll :.is t he . .lerit of :~'!lr;;:n t .1e r i ::·,te::r..1s" • 

1 · I r ""ce:.ve :ner ~t :·r ., .. 1 .: -:i y of .:.ti; grec-~t c:: r-'.i?t :Jn ; uoP.s .sr: e " 

· ' ·· l '-- 0 r e·· ;:.l.·ve o'ivi.ne :-:r<~ce t i . o .t{<'.h t !ie Tor ah , t.e ;~ ::ters c ..1t s11e .... y ~ - _ -

tribes , circ -' .. c.:.s i on (\, ·.i ch L .s . ··ovenant bet-. e i:;n }od. no. -~br ··- · ;;i) 

'' i:e c . 11 s e of t .1e .. 1erit of t'.;e :'ar h, ' T-10U n st 

, ~ ' .... (-e ..... ,u· :11 ) ' The · t ........ h ' ( - x xv: _.::, ·:s '"' " - ;; s , , _ • .....,. ; icied t!'le1:i l.11 s r e '':> " ; ., • 

Lord .. il l ~ive . tr ~ .· ~t :i. _;_. rr; o hh eople ' . ( 2 ) others sa:· t t t:1is 

1 - ~.:s . 3 

2- "Stre:1~h 11 is ?or e.i i 
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is due t o t he merit of t ae Kingdom of the House of D~vid, as it is 

said , (Ps. xxi:2 ) ' Oh, Lord, in Thy strength t he Ki ng rejoices . "' (1) 

Tl1e R::..bi: i s ·.:..sk, "':.1u1t c 11us ed Isr:: el t :; esc< i:ie from t he Red 

Sea , .. \1::...ll of s ee. coming up on toe right hruid e.nd t he l eft? Be

cause of the 1erit of the Tor::.h \ .:ich I sr ::..e:!. \•:ould re1, eive in t he 

fut:.ire wi,.,h t .e r i ght hand md becau:: e of t !1e .:ieiit of the Tephilin 

i:.!1i ch t 11ej •:.Jul i.!. ·.ise on t .1 eir left h nd • ., \\as t irn r-.nsv1er of t he Rab-

bis. ( 2 ) 

Ro.boi Eliezer be., ·:e · ud'- of E~rt ::it ~ s. id, " BJ t :ie Zecut h 

of t he :'ribes 11as God r ent t !le see. for Isr ael, as it i s \:ri t ten, 

( Gen. xxxix.;12) ' .. nd he l eft his g:.i r Jertt · nd n ed outside. ' '"h, t 

does i t say t nen? ( ?s. cxiv:3 ). ' The s e::. s :'.:\v i t nd _led'" • (2) 

;m L.nony.:ious Tann~ L.c.ds, "Bec:l .s e of the .uer i t of the Te.apl e 

r hich \ ill b e built in t11e futur e , o.s it i s \".·dtten (-::X . xv: l3) 

' ?o t'hy ·.oly habi~c..tio •, f.nd · l so 0Ps . lxxix: 7) ' .-mr. l ::.id ;: ste 

:i i s h bit~tion' , God has · ~ : icied theL~ i n stren:;th t ) '!i s hol y 

h . bi t u.t ion.• " ( 4) 

Simon t he Te.;i~:ite s ·:id, ''By t he gr ace Jf circ ..idisi on h?.s 

God r ent t .
16 

s ea fo r Israel , e.~ it s . :·s, (Jer. xxxii ~ : 25) 'If 

i ght'. , .. h .t is the cov-
•ll •• ' 

1- J,.;s • 68 to Ex. xv:l3 cf . .fes:ilt of I!!1.i el Tr< ct . S11i r &ta 

2- Ls . 54 t o ~. xiv: 29 cf . .e .. ilt:. of I:;1illlel tro.ct. Besa.ls.ch 

.: - .:s • 48 t o .. .:x. xiv:l5 

68 to 3Jrt. xv : l 3i cf . l~edlta of I f?:11ael Tr act . Shirata 
4 - s . 
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em:nt t !le.t extends t ·. r ough d y l'.Jld • i ,,..ht? I s i t not circu~-

c.:.. sion? \:h:. t cioes it s v? (Ps. ~v.x.··.v1· -1:. ) ~ - -'· - ' '.:'o divide the Red 3ea 

.:.. nt .) ;)1 i eces . • :te · ' ... 1 • · :..a no1- , in pi Gce::; ' 0 ' 1 T l but •i:,itn uecrees. • 

II ( l ) 

:ta bbi e .ie.JiG;.h ::-J.<i, "Fr ) n 'n nee do ; e ..-.nov. t hat i f a JJlan 

.J er ~o r.as o e :~tzva: i : '· J1 t - ·t r t - , :; e .:i _: .Lri. ::i God re st s ·.i.' )n nu? 

:' Jr , so v f; r :.nd \;·.'..th ; ur f t her .:. , t !i .. t , ~.s t .1e rE\:;r..r d fo r faith , 

-t .e y v. ere v . .. r thy t o 11 ve t ie :.ivi ne ? r 6sence rest s upon t he.n. " ~ 

i:.ur ·"-bc ... s s ~ y , "Gr eo.t is f ~th bP.foire ~i.o b:; ··.nose >.or d the t:·or ld 

c . . 1e into be ing ; f0 :- t!'le rt-\',c.r d of t.1eir :.elie£ is t r.e re ::.t ~ng of 

the Di v i ne ..., r es O: !i Ce '.I m t h .. ·n. For S"' ·· e r e t "l d , ...,.x v1"v ·31) 
... ., • • J ' , ... . " • -

' ~- lei t !1e1 believed in '}od :!.n d in .~oses '.ii s serv· nt . ' " ( 2) 

There is ~-lso the :e -; .: ive tlS_)ect of t he c : nce :1tion of Zeci..-th . 

;; e v:h o c.oes not do \'. h t is r e• uirE-d ; f hLil v:.:._1 r eceive h is due 

c.eserts . The i o.ta t .. :i i-l se t: . .:is to r un throughout t he . :e.t ilt " of 

i\=. b'vi Simon i s , "In t h: .Je u.s;i; e t u t ::ian does, so i s it .aeted out 

to hi.n . " ( 3 ) 

If u .1an i s " il l i ng -t 0 observG t .: e co.~ ... · .. :1u..1ents then he v:ill 

re .. p hi~ re\· . . rd . Rltb 1:.i ;~e.:.r s : i d , ''1.':'hrn the t r ibes c.:...ue t o t he 

~\e ci Sea , ea ch one y::. ~ ~: .ger t o ;-lun~e int o it f irst. Jn t he con-

1- ;.rs . 55 t o ::;x . xi v :31 ; cf . !le.dlta of I~mael t ;·e.ct. ?. es :;hch 

2- i bid 

3- . ,6 • ~o t o Ex . xiii: 21 ; i!s. 52 t J ~x . xiv :25 n.nd ot hers, er. ;Je z<- lto 
de I s h!u<..el tra ... t. r es(. l :...ch to s :,,ne vers es . 

{lC)5) 
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.fusion, Ben~• .. in ~ umped in first , as !.t i s said, (Pe. 

l xviii;28) ' '!'here i " n-. · · t · 
" "..!nJa...in t:.e ~'oungest ruling tha:n'. R.e t«i 

not 
D' 11 The pr i nces of Juc::Ji began to 

s t .me the..J, (..S i t i s - . id , ( ibi d) ' Ti1e ·.ri tees of J -..u .. h stoned 

t he.u . ' .Oect!us e of t i1e .r e-~erne& s , the y l'!ere both r ewar ded" . ( l ) 

"If you obey t he C(\. .:lanci.nents, yo.1 ' · i ll enter L"lto the Ls.nd 

of Isr~el as a wewa r d for obe:;ing the:n,'' add1 an unony.J.lous Te.nne. . ( ~ ) 

" ' For iu s ix day1 did God create t !1e heavens n.."ld the et.rth . • 

··.!1y <i.oes it s : '/ th:..t Goa cre::-ted the v·orld in six eays f .>r does i t 

not : .. l r et1.d/ s~y, ( Fs. xxxiii: o) ' B7 t he \.orci of t ·1e Lor d t ne he~vens 

' ere ta~de .' 7hh is o .l r se.id so thr t t lJe svilooera v:ho de stroy the 

v:orld v.hich v:t.s cre~t ed i~ s ix ur.qs :n:~y be !1uni s;1ed c.nd the pious 

t.ho est ~ bl i shed the \'!Orlii v:hich \Wts created i n s ix d~:ts mr.;1 r e-

ceive t heir rew~rd . '' ( 3) 

1 - · · - - + - · • 22 The Je\·:i sh ?ub: j cc.ti ')n Society b ible r ends, ws • ::iv Jo i::.x • xiv • • . _ . 
· f J deh t eir c;nnci l" as 1...oe:.. t he KJ..ne: .. smes vers1or1 . 

"The ; rinces 0 t • u d.. encl, ac: . noun v;her eas i f -v:e trc.nsl ate They tram..l a.t e ne VJor - · 
it :?.s :.. verb it :neons "70 ;. ~t oned them" • 

2- .. :s. :u .. to ~. xiii:S 

? - .:s. 109 t o Sx. xx:ll 
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ljl'RICS 

One ot th• twadameatal precept• of Jewish t beolog:r le tbe 

~J•ieh life. berythiag tnat Mn do•• no matter 

bow minute, ta, accord1ng to our Rabbia, definitely linked up 

with Judaia. !Terr 11J1pl• tut 18 a manife.tatioa trca Goel. 

'?be ancieat Jw r•d into nery act a rnelatioa tr• Ria. 

Jeremiah, .eeing that bi• gird.le (which he had probably lett 

on th• abore in aacient Jud•) ... rurie4 by t he ... ., .. and tbe 

daapana, felt that thi• represented the coming dntruction ot 

JQCI•. Thia nery•day neut, in the eyH of the propllet, be-

cam• a re•relation. 

Lli•iH, throughout all of J wilh lite, are minute detail.a 

linked up with God. When the anci ent Jw obaened fe&ti'f&la at 

th• time of th• ban .. t, or when be ga•• a tithe offering to th• 

temple, be was not doinc only a r•ligi... act or oalJ a 1ocial act 

or oaly a patriotic act, bvt all of tbM•· 

'!hie totalit'•h" w• baa bff!l reflected i a th• literat~• of 

the J•iah people. Ia th• Bible and tbe Talmud we 11114 l•• 

gcwerniq nery act of life; frma the aa-.at h• ii 'born until bi.9 

(lOf) 



death, th• .T•'• act• are guidecl and regulate4 by ••end 
•cripture. It ie for thie reuon that ia aar litenry wort of 

tbe eacimt periocl, •• are likely to f ind ethical principl•• 

b1 w!ddt the J.,,. 11Te4 at the ti.a• of th• coaapilatioa of the 

literatm-e. 

Not only do tbff• co111pri .. a •Yet• of .tbioe, but th., 

nen ban th• authority of l•. The earl7 Midruh.111, tboH 

of the Taanaitic age, are largely legalistic rather thaa 

agga4ietio. The .Mekilta of Rabbi Siaon, aiace it b a 

Tanaaitic Kiclruh, contaiu m&!lJ legalt... rra tb••• hn 

•• •1 construct th• thea accepted 97et• ot etbical conduct. 

Wb• we u•tae the Mekilk of Rabbi Siaoa, certain im

portant -ethical doC't rinH pre.eat th ... el Te•. We may epitoabe 

the 9tbical. c:onceptioa of tla••• early rabbie ia th• .tat•mt 

of Abba Saul. "Ob b• like Billa Jut u Be ie graclom aD4 

.. rc1tw., 80 •uid you be graciou and aercitul•. (l) 

Si:ao• the f!:Jlily v;a8 a tunUmental innitutioa, in t hiola 

the child recebed hie earlJ treinh11 ao that be m.igllt l»ecaae 

a re•pectecl 2•ber of aociety, ov Babbie haTe much to •1 

ooao~raillc it. Ia order to baae the family upon a eolid 

foundation, m~ual happineH between man and wit•,,.. oaaeicl• 

er .. n•c•Hl"J• Tb• Kekilta of Rabbi Silloa therefore 1.Ui.t• 

1- Ma. 60 to Ex. XTl2 ct. 1Lek1lta I8baael, tract. Shirata 
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that the womaa llUt coa•m to her -.rri-ae. •0ae aa1 not 

mlTJ a girl •itbout her count aacl tbil 8bell be the l• for 

all woaen•. (l) ft• Rabbh arrift at tbb l• "1 an "a fortiori" 

argmaent. "In the cue of a H•br• -.id-MrT&at who 1a eul&Y .. , 

tb• Torah ••1• sh• i. to l»e ..rried 0D11 with her couM. There-

fore th• r-1.Dder of th• women ahoulcl nen th• aor• ao be mrriecl 

onlT with their count. And bOll' -.y a womn be Ht rot heel! Tb• 

aan ie to aa1 to bar ia th• pneence of two pe:>pl•• 'S. thou 

oouecnt .. unto me'"• (2) 

After the -.rriag• baa taken place, th• bu•band is nppoee4 

to take good care of hie apouH. Rabbi Kl.bur Hid, "A an 

aboulcl gi•• hie rife ganent• that befit her, that 189 •b• 

ahould not wear the ganenta of aa old peraoa if au be 1oaac 

nor ehoulcl •b• wear the ganaent• of a 1oang peraon if •b• be 

Tbe buebancl mun a.lao proricl• hi• wife with .._.... garant• 

1Jl the eumiaer tiae and With r, iJlter gar11enh ia the winter time 

and h• 11a1 not rnerae t hie. ( 4) Tbi• lut nat.-nm ot tn• 

rabbi.I ahowa their Tft'1 definite coacern for co11Yentioa. ftle 

WOl'l&ll wae not to look 1ncongruou 1n th• aooiety ia which •~ 

1- L. tB to L. iils8 

3- 119. lU to Bx. uialO ct. Yetilta Iamael tract. Heaetia where 
thi• ie giYen ill th• name of Rabbi Jonathaa 

4- Ibicl 
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A .,,_.., iaporiaat pan of tbe decalogue wu t~e aboriatioa 

to hoaor one•• father aacl aotlaer. The Kekilita of ~i 

Smoa mq;laiM Jut bow a - b to liTe ap to tbia 001 t ndaeat. 

"To bODOr bb parnte, a - au.t gi .. taa.. toot, dri.Dt, 

cloth•• l°'p.p uul •oup of tb• nec•dti• to lift coa

toriably. Raltbi Silloa bft Yocbal eaid, •oreat ii the lloaorlllc 

el oae• • parent• tor God bu likened t heir lloaor to Ilia aa4 

a reftHace to tb• to a rennc• for Bia•. It 11 writt• 

(Pro••rbe Wat) 'Honor the Lord sit!a tbr eab.taace•. And it ii 

&110 writta (Ill. mul2) 'Roaor tby !eta.er ancl tb.J 11other•. 

Scripture stat•• (Deut. •1sl3) ''l'b• torcl thy God ,. 1Mll re

ftrence•. A.Del it alee nllt .. (Ln. ld.xa3) •A ua abal.1 N'fer

ace bil mother and him tatber' • It 1e Wl"ittea (Ln. ui<rc15) 

'Re who cure• the DSM of God ahall be put to death'. And it 1a 

writtea (Ln. xda6.•) 'H• who cunH h11 father and motiaer ehall 

be put to death' " . (1) 

Thia honor an4 rnernce for hie parent. .._. to CUTJ 

ner to a 1118Jl' • aotber-ia-1• aad father-ia-1-. (2) 'ftle 

Babbie are puule4 bJ tb• ftne, (b. nilla'T) "And they ute4 

each ua tbe welfare of the other, and be bowM and ti .... 

bia.• (3) 'Dae Rabbb say, "We do not Jmow wbo bond to*•· 

i- Ka. UO to k. ual2 

2- Thia 1• e.n iatereati ng contrut to many pri:111.tiT• tri be• for 
amo111 any, a mn or •Oll&ll •u not nn to e" hb or ber 
parent.-in-1•. 

3• A.t the 11eetiag of 1'01• alMl .Tetbro 

(110) 
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Who i• called - I'' It ! Ia it not lloa•, u it .,., 

(Rua. d.113) 'The - l''M Jlo••• wu ~ •.t' • 1fe -1 cle

duce fr• tnu that 1t WU MOH• QO bowed don and kieM4 hie 

fath••ia-1- tram whicla we lana t hat a maa ahould llh• nepeot 

to hi• tatber•ia-lw. And Utwue 1a it •aicl ooacenaiq Dari4 

when be wpeke about SaGl, (ll S-. uiYsl2) 'Ky father bu .... ' · 

whicla .prone ou •houlcl 1aoaor hi• latbw-in-1• uh• doee hi• 

tat:1er. (1) 

hi• parenta•ia-1- trcm tb• UH of the worcl IHt 

thi• alao 1aclll4•• th• wit• of oae•a father duri1t1 th• lite

tiae of th• rather u ••11 a~· buabancl of th• •other while 

•be 1• aliTe. (2 ) 

'ftle father .u to prmde tor Ma claildrea all aeoeHiti.n 

of . lite. 'l'he Rabbia or our IU.cll'uh atate, "A - abould •M to 

it taat he c1rcuacu .. bi• aon, perfon19 th• rite of red•ptioa 

for hi.a, t•chH hi.a the Torah, that is, educatM Ilia, teacbe• 

hill a tn.de, teachea hi.a to nia and proridH a wife for hia". ( 3} 

One of the illporte.nt clitferenc .. bet11Mn Judai• aacl 

1- •• 8'7 to k. xniia'T cf. KekiUa of Ipael tracrt. Aaaiet 

a- Ma. 110 'to Ex. ual2 cf. !!ec..a.lta of I.-ael tract. te BUaod•all 
where it ie gi nn in th• __. ot Rabbi al t houp ~ae word1111 1a 
different. 

3• Ka. 108 to Ex. u alO 

(111) 
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CbrisU.uit1 u tbat Juda.1.• d~cla etrict justice ........ 

Cbrietiaatt1 d...S• lon. W• fi.a4 throughout thtil hino17 of 

Jwtab l.U• that '\b• id-1 of Junie•• enn tbougla it 11&7 be 

t•npered ri.th .. rcy, wu ner prNillt. 'fta• llal»bia nnw ftit 

that a Judge ahoul4 lean tCJnrd the poor for that woa14 be 

incoagruou with &l l of J-1eh las. 

ft• Bible net .. (CK. uilia3), ••toa •ball not taTor a 

poor man i.a Judg•elft'. Tbat b, u.y not, ' i-!e b a poor-· the 

aoa of goect peopl•s I ahall acqui t hill 10 that be •1 had 

a ..-.na of eu1tenaac•'• ror •• ar• al10 to149 (LeT. xixal5) 

'Tbou ehalt not faTor the poor••. (1) 

A Judge b not to taTor aa1 man becaue of bi• bactsrom. 

Tb• Vekilta Mt•• "l'hJ b it necH~&r7 to etate, (Is. uilial) 

'Tbou •halt not penert the Juclg•ent of th• n"41 1a hie cau••' • 

ror doH it not alrn41 ••1• (Deut. xrial9) 'Tbou llblllt Dot 

perftl"t Judg ... nt' • 'l'!lil refer• to tb• cue where a mn 1• 

poor 1n good d• ecla. Tbat b, 1011 11uet not RJt 1Tbi1 un 

ii a ri.cke4 one and it ii to be pre.-4, thentore, that 

be ii a liar's or ••1• 'Thie ..a ia a pioue one •tit b 

to be pree•ea, that h• doe1 not •ear falleln therefor• •ill 

I pronounce the j~nt again.ti th• tomer ... (2) 

1- i&. 154-155 to Bx. zai.Ua3 

2• Ila. 155 to h. uiiia6 ct. Kekilta ot 1.-.e1 tract. Eupa 
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.Tb• Ra•bb, howe"Yer, were aore lenient ia criaiaal. caen, 

tor the Judin a-e to14 to weigh th• nidence ftl'1 ~tall.7 

betore th•J render • 4ecieion. Ia eucll caee• a jadp wbo, 

•11u declared one innocent 11&7 not r.tract aad declare bJa 

cuiltj. But •e al.ao i ... a that the j uq. •1 rni• tbe wt• 

dence ia order to acquit h1a ud oace acnu1tte4 the ... 

nidence may not. be UHd to cond..a bi.a•. (1) 

The Sanbe4rin .. , alao waned not to begi.n the clta8119eioa 

of the nidence bJ cal.liac upon the ••nior Judgee. ror it 
euoh were done, the youager juclge• "" likely to be uan ... c .. 

by the deciaioa ot the older oaee. (2) 

Tbe learning of the judge• brought tb• much honor. "Moen 

appointed judgH and c~ded the judgea to bear the troubl e• 

of tbe conp-eption, u it eqa, (Deut. lsl6) 'And I c ' ndecl 

.1our jalgu'. So alao did be caa•ad the people to pn honor to 

tile Juqn, for it aa7e, (ibid 118) 'Aad I ..... JOG at tbat 

tiaa all the tbiap whiob 1• should do ... (3) 

Tbe J... of thb period were aprnal7 told to conduct tU.

eel"Y .. nbicall1 in all their bueia ... dealinp. !he ....... ·Md . 

tbat 11h1cll l8 right in Hi• ere• 1• ab8l.l do• (k. n-126) refe:re, 

1- Ila. 154 to b. xxiiisZ 

2• Ibt4 

3• lfa. 91 t o &Ile XTiiit25 
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aocordill& to our Ba•bh, "To bulllff• d-.linp, tor a - who 

ooaduct• bui ... • faitht\1111 and b aa upript m•Mr ot •ocietr1 

it b u t Aoup be Mtilt. th• Yhol• Torah". (1) 

Tbrougbout tb• Mdieftl worlcl, the J• ... alwaJW look .. 

upoa •• a aoa•J leader and a ueurer. Alt bo• thi• .toriu-.t• 

role wu forced upoa hill bJ the aon-Jw, becauee ot it tbe Jw 

wu looted don upoa aDCl degnd.. 1a th• •1" of all other 

peopl••· We han but to loot at our aacieat literature to 

4is ccwer the bateM place t hat the u.urer bad 1a the •JH of 

th• Jwiab people at large. To th• •erH, "If thou l_. .,.., 

to aa1 ot llJ people, n• to the poor with thH, thou llbalt aot 

be to bia u a or edit ori neither ehall re lay upon Ida tater•~"• 

(h. Dii124) our Rabbt. add, •A u.n ~ •1 that h• ca either 

accept '\ht. or nJ•ct it. M acripture alao teacllM1 (Deut. u18) 

'Thou abalt lead Ilia autt1cient. for hie need•'. 'l'bat ia, thia 

cam11mncl ia obligatorr and no alternatt•• i• ottered. Rabbi 

lelllael aaid, "hery UH of the word CM 1• a pemieaioa 

witb tb• exception of three placH an4 thi• ia OM of th•'"• (2) 

U a u.n tak H eomething u a pledge tram another - u4 

th• pledge is a neceanty, it au.t be returned 1rhn i t ta audecl. 

That ia, U a an takH a rillter coat it auat be ntunecl wb• 

cold •eatber 1.ta in, whether it baa ben red--4 or not. 

1- lie. 13 to Kz. XTl26 

2- Ile. 151 to Ez. Dil•U 
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I.f a - tat•• a · pl• u a pledge, be :marl rriUl'll it to it• 

oner durillc tbe day &ad-., call tor it ag&ia at ~. (1) 

"You ahall not attlict qy rlcSo.r or tatherl••• ch1l4•, .. ,. th• 

Bibl•. (Kx. U.Ua21) Tb• Ra\bia ut, "Do•• not thia onlJ ••1 th• 

rid• u4 th• tatheTl•Ht l'r• whence do we kaow thfl.t it iacladM 

ne17 mnt It ii Yrltten, (Kx. ui1a21) 'Y• uall not afflict 

th•.' Thea why doee it expr•Hly e&J the wid• and the tatherl .. • t 

aa;yone ei..e, for a child ia protected bJ hi• father and a woMa 

ia protected bJ bw huebs.Ad but t hH• ha•• rift• to protect tta••· (2) 

Hot only are •• told not to take interest fro• our a.n P9PP1• 

but al•o are wt aborted not to tat• interest tram the straapl'. 

".,criptu.re stt.tt••• (Bx. u1i120) 'A stranger thou •halt not ••'. 

There are ho kiad• ot Tex&tiour thoH coaoerninc moaay aad thoH 

oonoerniq other thinp. Lit•iH are there i.o type• ot oppreed_., 

tboH concerning money ud thoH concerning other tb11119. .lad we are 

al.•o uhoriecl not to oppreH the stranc•r". (3) 

'Die Sabbath pl&JM & Terf iaportaad part ill the life of 

th• Jeriab people. Tb• Sabbath, u it• nme illpll••• wu th• day 

upon which ne17 11 d.ng thing wae to c"u• tr~m it• work. Kot 

--~--~~--~----~~------------------------------------!- Ila. 151 to Is. ania25 

2- Ma. 150 to k. Dil12l 

3- Ka. 150 to Sa. u.11120 ct. Mekilta of I-.l tract. haikill where 
a ditterent reading ia gl Ten. "' 
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01117 n• a - cbargM to r•n oa it bim•elf and to all• hi• 

..... to do th• ·-·· bat h• was alwo to ren bb aai..ia. ••Siz 

4a7a abalt thou do all thy wort ' ad oa tb• anmh dq thou · ualt 

·~ - . ceue tram thy wort in order tbat tbine11 aacl thia• ua aball nn •. 

(Ex. uilial2) '!hie t•oll•• 111 tbat maa ia cb&l'pd conceraiac aot 

01117 the ox but all tb• reat ot bi• cattle aa ••11." (1) 
• 

Bot oal7 llUat a DBD not allow ilil -aniuJa to wort Oil th• 

Sabbath ill hie on t1eld• but h• 11&7 not hire th• CNt- to other• 

to wort, tor the Bible apreaal7 n e.t•• that th• ox and aa• are to 

ren, alao. Thi• erhnaion ot trie bibJ.ioal decree ahawa t.b• hlmUl• 

outlook ot tbe early rabbia, tamt .na.tlae animl waa enti'tlM to 

a full da7 ot ren. (2) 

'DI• l'Ubia tell ua that ~ wu not giT• to the Sabbat!l ~ 

that th• Sabbath waa *1•• to -·. (3) 'ftua detimtel7 ttU. ua 

that •• are to rejoice in the Sn.bbath and tu't in certain i.Utaac••• 

in order to preeerH 11!•1 t ne Sabbath .. , nen be profaaM. Rabbi 

Natbaa, 1n ccmaideriJll tne 'Hr••• "And t.be children ot I•rul shall 

k•~ ttte Sabbath to onen• 1.il• Sabbath" (EK. mia16) .. ,., 

•Thia teacbH ua that we _,. protane the Sabbath tor the •at• ot 

aaYillg a peraon ao tlaat h• may obaerTe many more Sabbctha". (4) 

l• Ma. 157 to k. xnU•J• 

2- Ila. 109 to Bx. ualO 

3• Ma. 160 to Ex. mi.113 cf. llekilta of Ifmul tract. ~+t• 

4- ~ •• 161 to Ix. xuisl61 SH ai.o the stet•ent of Rabbi Akiba 
Ka. 160 t o Bx. ux.1113 ; cf. Metilta of lame.el tract. Shabbata . 

(ll&) 
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••A114 ••• Mid wrto .Toeb• 'llaOOH for•-·. (la. nUat) 

J'roa ~ " 1-ra that tla• bo8or of a -· • pupil llllouU 1le .-... 

wrto IUa u '\be laoaer of Ida tri.... All ta.. worH _, 1 ... tlaia 

tnm ..... fer ... w Mt ~ uato .i.--. 'ClaooM - r .. -· '*'• 
'Cbooae ••tor u•. Be plac• .r..a.. oa tu-• plw u '1:hult". (1) 

"ha tb ..... a - a .... tu ....... t1lat ...... diapat ... 

•.-e to bl'i.ac 1da, tb• .... ....., •llRl• nlat• h t• Id.a. 'llaie 

•• ~ 1..,.. ma 11o ... no, (la. zix18) •1.,_t .. tu worde ot 

tla• people to God'•. (I) 

Ian.el alwar• ...,.. for a eoo19'J la wbiob peace waa nw ,.....n. 

Tb• Rebrw coaoept of peaoe 01"' .... o.,in .... , wMJ.-. 
n. .... r a eocin:r i• eoleeo• tb• 1t •Y b9 aately aai.4 tt.at ti.t 

aoc:iny bat peace. But ••nw t1a .. la a breecll ia..., porU.oa 

of tb• aocietal ors-•• tbd eooietJ dON aot la&T• ,... •• 

"Gnat b ..-oe•, •1 oar Raltbb, ., ... tt me prec•• tu 

praia• pna to ta.. Rolr Ou ai... .. M lie. &o •• fU4 la ta.. at_, 

of J9'hn ead lfoe-,a. Tb• c .. ..-1. did aot Mela •Ula tit• 

laodua aor tile croe8l. .. ot tlae R• Sea, Mr tbe _, aor tlte 

1acident of tile qad la, bat ritll ,...., u it •18 (•. nillaf) , 

•Md eaola - bqdred of tla• ,.... of th• nlaer'. Allll tla• lt 

1- •• ea to la. nilat 

a- .... " to la. ••• cf lletlfta of 1!'"1 tract ........... 

(UT) 



contbu••· C•. mila'7) I All4 .... told hi• tatber-ia-1-'". (1) 

The •Hence ot peace ad tbe preHnce of cont entioa ner 

brug about nil. Our lliclraeh telle ue, "NotJWlt good oome rr. 

quarreling, u it n.1• (Gen. x1ila'7) •An.cl there na .trite bw\wMB 

the lhephera of Abnh• and th• 8hepherde ot Lot'. What caue• 

Lo'\ to eeparate f1"0• that rigt:teou - if not thi• q\aarreu• (2) 

llaa biaeelt ii reapoUJ.ble tor all the WOllp tbat b• doe• 

and all the •1U that be camita. Rabbi Akilla statM, "EYerJ

thing b in th• baada of b••• wi. tb th• exception ot the tear 
• of heaven. (3) All thing• are preclestaed and tor••-- but th• 

moulding ot un'e chanstwi for man hi.uelt b reeponaibl• tor ttaat. 

Kan i• not to bl .. • God tor tile 

clinatioa which 19 plac• in bia. And when be come. tor Judg .. nt, 

he ma1 not •&1• "Tb• 1oul which you placed within me bu camed M 

to •in". 
Dbcua•ia& the trial ot the lgyptiau after they plhue4 

th• Iarulit•, t11e Rabbia 1a our Mekilta preHat a ••Y illtenetia& 

analogy. ..ft• Bol1 OU Bl•Hed be Re brought th• hone an4 th• 

rider to Jud&...t. He eaid to th• hone, 'Why haT• you obaaej 

after My cbilclr•? ' Tbe bone ennered, 'Tb• l:IJ'Ptian dron me 

agaiaet ray v·ill'. Aa it ia •aid, (Ix. xiTa9) 'IW the lgyptiam 

1• Ila. 87 to Ex. niiia' 

2- 1'•· 12' to k. uial8 

3• 'lthic• of the Father• 

(118) 



plfnuecl'. God tun _aaid to tbe Egyptian, 9Wb1 41.d.you ptnae 

lly chl.ldre.aT He ......,..., •It ... tb• horH that ,_ aa1 witb 

• a.gaiut .., will'. u it ie writt-.. , (SK. nal9) •ror tlM 

" bqpee ot ?tluoah wen ia'. '1hat d14 Goel do? Be Ila.de th• -

ride oa th• bone and j udgecl ta• topalier". 

•Antomue aat• Rabbi, 'Aft• -.a bu dt• •d hie boq 

eeu ... to be, do• the Rol1 OM BlHeecl M Re mate bia riaJ14 

trial!' Rabbi an•erM, 'Rather~• about th• 1oul which b 

pun and aot tbe boclJ which b illpure, Tbia •1 be 11.lteaed to 

a tine no bad m orchard of beautlflal fruit. Be place4 two · 

of hi1 el••••• one blind and tbe other i.., in the orebarcl to 

protect it. Tbe i .. one eaid to the bliall, 'I H• beautitul 

fl'Uita•. Tb• bliad one wwere4, 'I .. unable to •H'. Tb• l_. 

one tua 8&14, •I • unable to walk• • They tbea decid .. tbat 

the i... one wu to ride oa th• back of the bliacl one and direct bim • 

to th• fl'\11ta. Tbu1 tb., did and ate the trulta. Tb• ·tiq, 

wbea be perc-1 •ed tbat hi.1 cholee fruit• were eat.a, alt .. hit 

ala••• what bad happen... Tb• laa• oa• 1-diatel1 aanered, 'I 

kaow not, tor I • l••'. The blind. ma .....-.cl, •t mow DO\ 

for I • blilld. Tb• king, being a wbe an placed the l•• 

maa on th• back of the bliad one •d aaid to the ala••• ''ftau 

41.d you procure th• fruit• to eat.• 

-i.i.ltwiH ia the ffoly One BleHed be He• He brbp in the 

body and tbe aoul and bu th• staacl ia Jwlg••lll. He eaya to 

(119) 
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bod1• •n,. did )'Ou lint• Th• bodT auwera, •o Kuter ot th• 

~.,_.. •• I diet not 1in; it we.a the 1oal .-~ch 1iae4. l'or u 

•ooa u it d-.par&ecl traa •• I wu .. a cut-off .tone'. ff• th• 

•e.11 to tae eoul• 'Wby 4id you 11a before MT• lbe 1oul aa•en• 

'I did not 1in1 it wae tb• bocl7. For aa aooa e.a I l•tt it I b.

oame pure'. 'l'he Hul1 One BleHecl be He ta.;e1 th• aoul u4 

placH it t:ithin tlM boclJ and Juda•• th• to19'her, u it ia 

.. 1ct, (P1. ltf) 'Be call• to the hMT•s abon and to tb• 

earth beneath that he -.y j udge bh people'. 'To the b .. .,_ 

a'boye• . reten to the 1oul and 'to tbe earth beneatb' refen to 

tb• bod,.. (1) 

Then are many more UUtple1 ot the nriou1 principle• 

upon which the Jw waa to conduct hi8 lite. TbeH are 1 ound 

1a th• 1-• concerning Se.bbath• the testiftl.1, and the TUioua 

ritual.a aad cenaoaiH Wbida are cliscueeecl in our 11.tilta. 

Tb• toregoiag are the Mr• ltritiag uapl• of etbloal, moral 

and theological concept• aa th.,. are repre1entecl in th• lltkilta 

of Rabbi Sillon bea Yo6bal. 

l• w.. 59 to Ex . nal cf. Uek11ta of Ifll&9l tract. Shi.rat&. when 
th• Tenlow ilTm 19 ~hat con4eaaed1 cf alao T&1au4 BUU 
tractate Sanhedrin, 91 a mcl 'b . 
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