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KBZRA AND NEHEMIAH

In his footnote to this play, Kahan tells us that the
main character is actually Nehemliah and that the original
title had only ﬁis name in it. The name of Ezra was added
out of respect to that great leader and also because of the
author's feeling that though Ezra differed from Nehemiah, he
never opposed the latter's program actively. He refused to
permit the people to make him the rally point of the opposi-
tion and in the end showed the great spiritual courage of
coming to Nehemiah and acknowledging the contribution which
the latter had made to preserving the Jewish community of
their day.

In most of the Jewish history books which describe the
period, Ezra l1s portrayed as a religlous zealot who had no
concern for the physical weil—being of the people, their
security, or their economic life. ILike some puritanical fanw
atic, he was interested only 1n their adherence to the laws
of the Torah. One ls reminded of a somewhat similar distor-
tion on the part of some modern Jewish writers, who charged
Ahad Ha-Am with wanting only a cultural center, as 1f Ahad
Ha-Am were not sufficiently convérsant with history and
economics to understand that a cultural center could not
thrive where there was no vital,‘ﬁibrant political and economic
community.

Yaakov Kahan helps to set the conflicting views of

Tzra and Nehemiah in true perspective, and shows how they



















of the Neturel Kartal

Most of the nobles begin to burn against Nehemiah,
though with hyprocritical double-~dealing they continue to
lend their efforts to the buildiné of the wall. Shallum
(Ben Ha-Lohesh), one of the officers of Jerusalem, is deter=
mined to do his work with unflagging zeal until the wall is
completed. The others use every gulle to dissuade him. They
remind him of Ezra's antagonism toward the project, and insist
that the people is with them. All they need is for leaders
like Shallum to joiq them and they will turn from Nehemiah
and re-establish the accord which has existed with their |
neighbors. Shallum refuses to join them. He will remain

with the people and only when the people will have clearly

spoken otherwise, then will he know what his place is.

In the meantime, Ezra had Wiﬁhdrawn into himself and
spends his days at his home with only one trusted- disciple
who remained faithful to him. This young man busies himgelf
making copies of the Torah. Ez?a turns to regard his discilple
Adin and says, "I had many disciples and now he is the only
one left. My one spiritual heirl, If only God will preserve
him." The others left to take part in the bullding of the
wall. Adin goes out for a moment and returms in great aglta-
tion having learned that one of the builders of the wall had
been killed outside of Jerusalem. The description of this
murder parallels the attacks agalnst the halutzim by the Arabs

in our days. BEzra is deeply shaken by this report and he
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