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Tew others I have read and hoted with delightful be;
wilderment some of the ingenious interpretations of the
"Song of Songs".I suppressed many a smile at the stupend;
ous seriousness of the Commentator's beaﬁtiful visions,and
often I could not prevent my own imagination from seeing
how powerful a vehicle of thought poetry is, eépecially a
.corrgpted Versiah of & good poem; how variegated its
1anguaée, how responsive to every mood and emotion‘of the
persistent reader, how stimulating to every dreamer of
dreams?,

The following pages will reveal no worlduconquer;
ing theories, no séartling discoyeries of my own poetic
fancy as?toﬂwhat the book ought to containjnothing but a
modest and thoughtful study of the little book gf poetry

known in the Blble as 5’7%?7’?% "Song of Songs".I have

divided the subject into several chapters, each chapter








































(7)

ntreduction(a) says that the theme which runs through all
the songs of the "Song'of Songs" is the glory of the en-

joyment of conjugal love,certainly the most natural sub-

ject,he continues, at a wedding in oriental circles.Just

as Job knows only one theme,'woﬂ?jﬁq'rafhas only one

theme in all its songss the art of both is in the varia-

tion of execution.

[
Budde both in his book on "Song of Songs"(b)

and in hissmagezine articles expresses the same view as

Siegfried.In his commentary he says that the subject of

the book is evidently love between husband and wife. Both

give expressions to thisg theme and all.,other persons whe

ther mentioned or introduced as speaking re-echo this one

note. In &n article on Folk Song(New World March 1893) the

(a)p.90.
(b)Buddep.X.&XI.
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" Beliold thouw bheautiful sy friend,behold thou art beautiiul,

thy eyes are as doves.'" "Behold theou art beautiful in doing the

commandments jin observing charity;thou art wtiful both In come.

prohibitory laws ete.™ " “Thine
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that refers to +he Jonliedrin vhose are

cyes

manity”.

AgonASd
senae too gilaving.
~ [ -

Sometimes even,when the 1iteral

A

ly evident, the Midrash doe= not hr-gsitate to chanpe & word or ex-

pression to sult its meaning, and then proceeds

allegorically. Thusll'WJd = DT {in verse 8)

and ther: 14 &“kﬁ: E‘lezvs‘lJTfﬁsﬂVMIN‘OS vyl

11

compared to women? To guote all examples would “e Lo cuote ihe

entire Midrash.

Mot only the Midrash but the Talmud as well hasg
nomerous examples . Tt chow 1t ot hove Been on oxlomstie ruth
that the love relativsg in the hHook are those het ween Qod and
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sneory, Sudde suppests, thisz vould not be a hbad sxplanation.
Sy
M was the Pairest woman la the lend, and « virgln "y ‘SSA‘,
Qolomon's wrath at his brother For asking thab Ablghiag the
: Sounad e be given him as his wife, might even have glven
/ . .
currency Lo the belief that Solomon was ln Llove with her
fmgelf. DBus bhe fact ls that seven as Solomon 1 s the
l' - : k ‘ . 4 o o
' tvps of splendor wnd synonymous with bridegroom,; so ls she

4

3
oy

i)

nis bride th pe foy heauby

‘? "She 1s ladeed no other than Abishep the Shunamlte," says Budde

i " oo

: but only ~s = represent cLTIW‘* of lisyr vuallties." Thou

|

\ Sananite means slmply "Thon fal rest among the danghters of

!

Tsrael™. This plirase is used ssveral %lmes ln the Bouy; and

B

: M@ ans “he sars as "thou Shunamite", which 1s nged as a

cormplimant to the bride. "Thabt she should be called the

8 faivest of all on her wedding," remarks Dudde, "ls rlght,

[

X Lowsver rmich she ls outshomg.by lmndreds aft other ol mes. " (a).

5 fansral comsideratlons also Lzad to the conclusion that
(&) T he argument sbove has been fhalken almos? antlpaly Crom
Budda's ux’b, Song of Songe L the New World, Mavrch, 1884.

And

srnonymous with brlde.


























































































