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XX EVAIl'ATICN OF T E LCfiDCN JZ5TISH CHRONICLE, 1870 - 1897, AS A

SOTRCE F<JR E.GUSH-JBHSH HISTORY, 1870 - 1897

Direst

A:i an Introduction to the thesis proper, there is an outline

of t?» rnjrr relevant aspects of English and ^nglo-Jewish history and

of the structure of the Jewish cominity.

The London Jewish CtitONIULE was chosen as a source because

at the tine it was the only Anglo-Jewish newspaper in England, and

because London was the center of Jewish life there. Its major limi­

tation as a source is the subject of this thesis, which is developed

by an examination of its attitudes.

AhuLTFICATICN characterises its attitudes; therefore it is

The first aspect of AMPLIFICATION is showntie these of this thesis.

to be in the CrF.ONZCLE's suppart of the authority structure of the

Jewish ccErunity; the second aspect, in its support of the leaders of

Anglo-Jewry in their desire to anglicize the East European Jewish

iraicrant poor. Then our thesis deals with "union," "charity," in­

dustrialization and echication, all of which are exposed to have but

little relationship to the needs of these foreign Jewish poor, but

CHRONICLE and these leaders believed that ANGLH'IDATION once attain­

ed would safeguard the position, the reputation and the vested inter-

ests of Anglo-Jewry and perpetuate its status quo.

This thesis then proceeds to show that, according to the

CHR01JICIE, the solution to the Jewish problem was conceived in ref-

wb.ich Inve the purpose of anglicizing these inmigrant poor. For the



The Jewish Prctlera was anti-erence to the needs of AJGLIFICATION.

Senitisn abroad and even tea miner extent at home. The CHRONIC IE

nlsoet ignores the solution of a better government policy on the

part of the nation persecuting the Jews and centers its attention

ridding the East European Jews of their "objectionable traits."on

Though the Intolerance of governments is the Initial cause of anti-

Ser.it is a as it Is also of these "traits," the CIfiONICIE believes

that emancipation will only do away with attacks upon and discrimina-

Wt.it will rid Jews of these "traits" is moral,tion again.t Jews.

spiritual and social improvement, mainly through education and par*-

Tra latter, as manifested in Englandticipation in natural life.

in the fora of A.'GLIF ICKIOi, is shewn to assume in the CHRONICLE,

as in the Jewish coeaainity, the extreme form of "out-Britishing the

British."

The thesis proper concludes with demonstrating that it was

because of the exigencies of AHOLIFICATION tliat the CHRONICLE and

the leaders of Anglo-Jewry reject Herzl’s solution to the Jewish

problem. ANGLUKATIOJi’ will admit a Jewish State bit not one which

must be based cn the concept of the Jews as a nation.

The final conclusion of this thesis, therefore, is that

the major limitation of the CHHjONICIE is its middle and upper class

orientation. Objective history can be written only if the source

is aware of and takes into consideration its own committments and

involvements. Understanding history in this manner is urgent because

tiie attitudes and policies adopted from the general non-Jewish ruling

classes by the Jewish ruling classes — supported by such as the

CiTiCLJICIE — often leads to supporting those policies wliich can lead



tc using the Jews, to discrimination agairst tl m and aven attacks

upon then.
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Chapter Cne

INTKOIUCTIOM

Many developments had convergedgl cried in an Economic Golden Age.

to mke her an interrmtlonal trading concern organized on the basis

She tad becore the Industrial, the c ormer cialof a global economy.

Throughout this period, profitsand tie banking center cf tie world.

fron every sort of enterprise and from every part of the world

constantly readied new and diizy heights.

But after 1870, other majcr devel opmert s were beginning to

ready begun its preparation of becoming the rival of Britain; and

tl>e United States after the Civil War was fast occupying the sane

position. Conseoyielitly, a levelir^ off of England’s prosperity took

place, given impetus by the depression of the late 1870’s, because

she no longer possessed a monopoly on modern industrialization; and

Her for­

eign trade advanced more slowly as the economic competition of

Germany and tlie United States quickened. It was these two nations

of the century losing her economic control of the world. They, and

net Britain, were becoming the leaders of world economy, Ger.ary by

U\ 'it As;’ects cf Nineteenth Certury English h'istcry

From the middle of the nineteenth century to 1880, England

application of chemistry to industry and the United States by mass

to whom England was gradually but surely throu^iout the last years

her steel and coal production was beginning to decline.

become discernible. With the Franco-Prussian War, Gernery had al-

poured into her coffers. The ever ascending spiral of prosperity
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production. They were the nations who were gaining ascendency by

which were tie appearance of the financier-capitalist and the cor»-

odldation into trusts and cartels.

•nd of the Crimean War in 1856, returned to a policy ofsince the

"splendid isolation" until the latter part of the century —

especially sltre she had no dreams of territorial conquests on the

During this time, therefore, tt* major efforts of herContinent.

foriegn policy were, first cf all, to continue to maintain a balance

of power on continental Europe so that there would be no danger to

Consequently, she resained aloof from alliances with theherself.

powers of Europe, entering into them only if this balance was threat-

Secondly, the major efforts of her foreign policy were cere-ened.

tored also on the protection of the route to India through the Ifedi-

Because tlie czars still longed forterranean and the Sues Canal.

their "window" on the Mediterranean at Constantinople in order to

cotmnd the Bosphorus and the Dardanelles, Russia because the tradi­

tional energy of Turkey. And England, to protect her Empire, becare

committed to the integrity of the Ottoman Enpire. England's states­

men greatly feared tlat Russia at Constantinople might be the pre­

lude to her advance upon India, Thus, even though the sister and

granddaughter of the Queen were given in marriage to the czars, be­

cause cf these conflicting imperialistic policies, England and

Russia continued to be opposed to each other in the Balkan and Near

East areas throughout the nineteenth century. Often England had to

save Turkey from Russia when the czar's troops invaded the Balkan

means of the benefits cf the new phases of industrial capitalism,

England’s foreign policy with regard to the Ccntlneri, ever
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Slav brothers" from the Turks.

With the Congress and Treaty of Berlin, in 187?, ending the

Runso-Tixklsh lar, both England and Russia lest interest in the

Russia, having been effectivelyRnlkarw and also in the Near East.

barred from the Mediterranean by the Congress, disappointingly turned

But Russia core-to thus Far East to find a "window" on the Pacific.

tilled to be a tio-eit to England's fcpire in India during our period

becauno tie ctir sought desperately now to gain an inroad into India

And on the other hand Britain's concern withthrough Afganistan.

the Balkan and Near East areas abated because the acquisition of

Cyprus, ‘■gypt, and the Sues Canal safeguarded her life-line to India.

However, the Balkan area regained a concern after 1878 to

the Jewish ccrcunity in England and even to some extent to the Brit­

ish Foreign Office because of the persecution of the Jews by

against her overlord and rid her land cf the Turk, the Congress of

Rcumnia ignored the provision of the Treaty granting full equality

to her Jewish subjects, and again applied to them the old discrimina­

tory Laws, tie Angl<>-Jewi3h conuainity prevailed upon England to inter-

Tle Foreign Office justified its action on the ground thatvene.

warded Roumania with national independence.

After Russia and England had abandoned the Balkan peninsula

began to implement dreams of an econrunic etpire in Asia Minor. In

area cf the Ottoman Erpire cstentaticusly to liberate his "little

as a prime concern of their imperialistic policy, it was Germany who

Britain was one of the powers who, by tier might and money, had re-

BorUn had given Rcumania national independence. And thus when

Rounania. As a reward for joining Russia in order to go to war



I*.

1he period following 1378 slw gained a strong hand in the affairs of

Turkey, invested large amounts of capital and proceeded to build the

Bagdad railroad.

tl>*t Siiglmd was forced to leave her "splendid isolation" which she

foind by then not so splendid but very isolated. Not only the reali­

sation that she no longer occupied so exalted a position of control

in international affairs, but also the renewed hostility of France

because cf rivalry In North Africa and the still constant threat of

Russia to India began to force ter out of her previous isolation.

But the major factor in fi.-mlly dislodging her was Gernarjy. The

economic competition of Germany in the Near East, thus endangering

Britain’s economic control there and even in India, her growing

coinercial and naval challenge, all with a resultant fear of Germany

often bordering on panic, were the consequence of Germany's new policy

ar^n Bismarck retired in 18?0 the policy ofof overseas imperialism.

not competing with England ty remaining * land power confined to

Germany not only led to England’s diplomatic revolution, that is, to

embarking on a renewed imperialistic policy with a dual aim of in­

creasing her prosperity again and of protecting herself. It not only

alliance with France and Russia, her long-time traditional enemies.

It ultimtely even led to the First Tfcrld ^ar,

After the Refcrm Bill of 1832 the middle class of England

(the landed gentry and the industrial capitalists) began to rule and

to take the place of the aristocrats. In order to effect this change

kwi-at las been termed the "Victorian Compromise" was agreed upon. It

was an unwritten, and largely unconscious, alliance between the middle

7 
i

forced Britain in the early part of the twentieth century into an

Europe retired with him. Moreover, this competition on the part of

It was not long afterwards, beginning with 18F0,
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class and tie aristocracy free, tins first Refers Bill until the second

in 186? so as to divide political power in Ingland between ties to the

The corollary of this corcpr reels e wasexclusion of the lower classes.

that the welfare of there classes certainly was not to be avoided by

a Christ an :wtlon and let then starve, but that a policy Bust be

working classes.

exist be strictly United

psychology here was t:at there was a causal connection between wicke*-

And tlicrefcre t!» absence of then was considered the greatest of the

vices and the cause of poverty, but in the pursuit of them lay the

salvation of the lerrer classes.

The rise of the laboring class to some political power became

the Reform Bill of 1867 which enfranchised the better paid industrial

couragenent. There were social reform ideas in England even before

tills tins onward, however, more and mare workingmen became amenable

ideas especially because of the serious and prolonged

economic slurp in the late 70's from which industry and comr.erce

recovered very slcwly, but agriculture not at all, with the result

that many working men were out of work. And their numbers were

increased greatly by the farmers who tried to find a liveli-

adopted of a Moderate amount of "protection" for the' pauper and the

Tie ruling classes thought however that protection

to the new

rents in England which pave the working class its program and its en~

ness and poverty. Tie Victorian business man had found industrious-

nanifest in the period beginning with the late 186O’s. This class won

workers in the tcv.-ns. And it was social reforms and socialistic nove-

Uarxisn first made its imprint there in the 18?0's and 188O’s. From

or else lauiness would be encouraged. The

ness, frugality and temperance to be the virtues tliat lead to success.
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It was up to Fabian socialism to havehood in the cities and towns.

the greatest effect of all on such movements in Ingland. Its policy

organised in 1883 and contributed immensely to the social reformwan

movasrnts which by the end of the century were improving the life of

tl» working classes and at the same time were beginning to turn the

tide against tie Victorian Compromise and its laisses falre policy.

And not too long after the period cf our investigation, within the

first five years of the new century, the labor Party came into exis­

tence, cu Inina ting the first mmjcr step of the emergence of the politi­

cal pcwer of the laboring class which had been developing during the

last thirty years of the nineteenth century.

Ihjor Aspects of Nineteenth Certury Anglo-Jewiah History

a.-.d the Structure of the Comunlty

It was in this general context tlat this thesis Intends to

a source for the history of the Anglo-Jewish community from 1870

tlrough 18?7. These two years are important in its histoiy, for

they mark cut a period which begins with the establishiaent cf the

United Synagogue and ends with the first Zionist Cor^ress.

Concerning the ccaposition of the community, by I860, the

majority of English Jews were of German, Austrian and Hungarian stock.

They comprised the Ashkenazi camnunity which had grcwn up along side

of the older Sephardic community beginning in the early eighteenth

century. By the end of that century about one-quarter of the Jews

were Sephardic and these made up the more wealthy and anglicised

was socialism by legislation, not by revolution. The Fabian Society

investigate the (Lertfcn) JEWISH CHRONICLE of the years 1870-1897 as
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members of the community, while the majority, the Ishkenezl Jews,

t!« latter were constantly becoming more and more integrated into

Bngliah life, the foreign character of the community was main-

talrmd thrcutjiout the years of 1760-1815 by almost continual# Ash­

kenazi immigration, due to Mich restlessness on the Continent.

tie well-to-do entered e-xnerce, brokerage and Jobbing; the middle

class immigrants, shopkeeping-and many were skilled smiths and

Next, in social and economic standing came the arti-wntchn.i'tirs.

sans, and lastly tie lower classes, who were mostly traders in old

these snae traders in old clothes and peddlars seeking greater

opportunity, togetiier with wealthy Ashkenazi traders who became

ships* agents at the larger sea-pcrts, spread cut beyond London and

fcunded t!« provincial Jewish settlements in England.

In 1768, because of persecutions in the Ukraine, waves of

imi grants swept to the shores of Ingland and settled in London.

And largely because the Great Synagogue there refused aid to those

whom it deemed to have left without good cause, a severe problem

serious problem of crime. Therefore the Anglo-Jeirish community

took measures to reduce this flow of inmigrants with the help of

the government, but the decisive factor in ending these waves of

inmigrants ’was the French Revolution and the subse^ient Napoleanic

Wars.

These wars, moreover, not only brought relief from izalgra-

of poverty afflicted the Ashkenazi commnity. This soon led to a

clothes and peddlars. And, in the same pericd of 1760-1815, many of

Aid Lcrxlon was the principal area of settlement. Of the iimaigrants,

consisted of the poorer and less assimilated mMbera. Iven though
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ticn to the Jewish ccrwunity bit also increased prosperity. For it

The Ooldsnid brothers, replacing the older SephardicEngland.

bankers, became central in government loans and finances and also

Immediately afterin the isprovenent of England's tax system.

And with the end of the' ware and thethen case the Rothschilds.

rise of the extremely wealthy Jewish banking families, a new era

dawned for Anglo-Jewry. This new er*, lasting from 1815 until

1881, witnessed an increase in the prosperity of the Jewish

same tire, the Jewish conainity quickly assimilated its foreign

elements so that after a while the majority of the Jews in England

sane tire, because of these two interrelated causes of economic

ition of all elements into theprosperity and increased ass

national life, the Jewish c-'-mnity began to win its social emanci­

pation, which was the prelude to attaining its political emancipa-

change in the attitude toward the Jews in England as expressed in

the depiction of Jews in literature and "conversionists" circles.

uhereas the Jews beforehand were maligned and attacked verbally,

with tlieir better status and economic prosperity they were treated

And by 18?! the Jews had won conplete political emancipa­

tion, with only the exception of being unable to distribute

ecclesiastical patronage. This entire process was the result

of the change in the position of the Jews of England which has

more kindly and humanely.

was diring this tine tliat Jewish bankers became irreplacetie in

cominity along with the increase throughout the nation. At the

were native bom and quite anglicised. And, furthermore, at the

tion. Bound up with ths improved social position also went a
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began in If26 when religious qualifications were removed as obsta­

cles kept on showing its ia^atience with religiais disabilities

not being ableDissenters.

The attest to remove this wasto take part in political life.

fought by the Jewish coswinity from 18U7 until 1858 at which tine

the House of Lords, tired of putting up a strong opposition, agreed

to let Baron Lionel de Rothschild taka his seat in Conmons. 4 nd

in 1355 the Jews sen political emancipation in the iminidpalitiea,

In 1560, the seating of Jewish Mjbers of Commons was wade a right

In 1866 thisand no longer a privilege granted in special cases.

situation was legalised in the Oaths Act which removed from the

oath of office tie words which the Jews elected to Parlia.Tent

And the last step was taken in 1871 by Par-found objectionable.

liament when it repealed a section of the Relief Act of 1858 so

that now tie Jews were on the same footing as English Christians,

Thereafter Jews held all positions in English government from

Lord Mayor of London to Viceroy of India, and even several of their

tq> leaders served as ministers of the Crown. In 1885 a member

of the Rothschild family became a member of the House of Lords.

very large immigration of East European Jews, mainly from Russia

Russian persecutions of the Jews in 1881, and contitning through—

The only disability then rennining was

no that by 15L6 the Jews were placed on the same footing as all

and to a lesser extent from Rounania, beginning with the severe

To this well established Anglo-Jewish cocaainity came a

cut the rest of the century. Whereas by 1858 the immigration was

Just been indicated. The series of events leading to e-aanclpation

cles to non-Anglicans becoaing naturalised. The English Middle
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to a large extent of taid.'JLo class, self-supporting families, and

oily a few frcei Rast Europe, those who flacked to England's shares

during the last two decades of the nineteenth century were pre-

They superimposed themselvesdrainart ly frow the lower classes.

upon the oiler, anglicised coaraunlty, remaining In compact groups,

retaining their own cue tow and ways of the ghetto. Nhereas pre­

viously the Jews took part in all phases of tie economic life of

the nation, the newer group alx»t exclusively went into tailoring

In 1358 there were fifty thousand Jews inand allied trades.

in 1681 continued in severe fora until 1882, and in the beginning

of the 1890's they again became so severe that during the first

half of the 1880’s and the 189O's there was a tremendous influx

of refugees — and by 1905 the Jewish population grew to almost

Even though after the early part of the 1890’stwo hundred thousand.

alien inaigration gradially subsided, even thou^i nary immigrants

spread thraighout the provinces, even thoujii they effected a slight

but important revolution in the clothing industry ty raking cheap

to restrict i mi ig rati on by legislation developed in the latter part

of the 1890's, especially with the coming into power of the Conser­

vative Party in 1395. The excuse was that there was a growing fear

of the immigrants competing too saioh with native labor and thus

endangering the workingman’s standard of living. This movement

culminated in the Anti-Alien Immigration Act of 1905.

During the period of 1870 through 1897, sera of the major

institutions of Anglo-Jewry had been founded; — the others under-

but good clothes available to the working class, a strong movement

England and in 1380 sixty thousand. Thw persecutions that began
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Corresponding to the major problems, whichwent various changes.

the Boderr. Anglo-Jewish ccmnunity faced from its very inception,

The political ait ho r-the erection of its major institutions.was

jty of the cormnlty was vested in the Board cf Deputies. Originally

kncwn n tlw London Comittee of Deputies of British Jews, it was

formed both frcn the "deputados" of the Sephardic community who were

nominated to watch over political developments which might affect

the cosminity and to serve as intermediaries with the English gov—

ernoent, and also frees the representatives of the Ashkenasi conssu-

In tlie beginning its func-nity who acted in a similar capacity.

tions were intermittent; but with tlie new era of Anglo-Jewry after

1615 the Board came into its cwn when in 1836 it was given statuatary

recognition by Parliasssst in its Carriage Act — and at the same

time the Beard was granting representation to provincial synagogues.

The Carriage Act allowed marriages "according to Jewish usages"

through a system of registration of synagogue secretaries certified

fied by the Board of Deputies since it handled political relation

cause the synagogue had to be a place of worship where marriages

the Act was to eaparer the Beard with the authority to decide what

is to be considered a "synagogue." And it called upon the Chief

Rabbi to make this decision.

Also in the 1830’s another import.ant, series of events in

the community took place. In 1836 prominent members of the Sephardic

community petitioned the ecclesiastical authorities for reforms

were performed "according to Jewish usages," the ultimate effect of

to the Registrar General of England. These secretaries were certi-

ships with the general community and with the government. And be-
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This step was a culmination of thesimilar to those in Hamburg.

diecortent among the wealthiest and most influential Jews with the

order, dating back to tie beginning ofestablished ecclesiastical

the century, and not quieted by minor reforms.

sene

Sephardic syrMgofpe, together with sone of the moot wealthy of the

Ashkemsi ccmmity, resolved to establi:Ui a place of worship in

West London that would be "British." In the face of an ecclesiasti­

cal ban, the West London Synagogue of British Jews — later also

called the Berkeley Street Congregation — was established in 181*2.

It was not Reform to the extent that German and American congrega­

tions were Reform — as the CHRONICLE proudly boatits many times.

Furthermore, the same conditions (that is, the new social and economic

position of the Jews which ras been indicated above) that gave rise to

this new development of "Refera" also brought changes, along the same

general lines, in the liturgy and organization of the other congrega­

tions who nevertheless regained within the orthodox tradition.

Having been banned, and having "dissented" from the ortho­

dox cammnity, the Berkeley Congregation was refused admission to

the Board of Deputies. Its synagogue was not considered

place of worsldp and therefore its secretary was net certified to

regular marriages. This posed a problem but the members of the

synagogue succeeded in getting Parliament in 1856 to provide special

legislation so that they were on the same standing as the orthodox

congregations, but only by virtue of a separate enactment by Parlia­

ment. By 1870 however, both sides were willing to reconcile their

a "Jewish"

couraged t’.m governing bodies not to give in; and thue in 181*0 

of the meet wealthy and prominent members of Bevis Larks, the

Public opinion en-
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Tne Parksley Street Congregation still wanted rwpre-differenoes.

aentation on the Board of Deputies, and by naw the Board was willing

to alter ita constitution so as to allow that Congregation to seat

This change took from 1872 until 1585 when all ele-its deputies.

annta of t!» established Jewish cowrainity ware willing to unite to

The major changesaaituxlly solve the problew of the inmigrant poor.

any written application forin the constitution adopted ware theses

certification of a secretary oust be accompanied by a certificate

from ths ecclesiastical authorities stating that the congregation

applying is a "Jewish" place of worship; these ecclesiastical authori­

ties were defined as the Chief Rabbi and ths Beth Din of the United

Synagogue and the Hahin af the Sephardic synagogue, Bevis Marks; and

the Berkeley Synagogue does not have to submit itself to the control

tie division had been bitter and embarrassing to the comaunity.

The rapport was so great that after 1885 the Berkeley Synagogue coop­

erated with the United Synagogue in most every connunity venture,

including the latter's East End Scheme to solve the problem of the

Jewish poor.

As indicated above, the religious authority of the comnity

Oreat Synagogue, and after 1870, of the United Synagogue. Just as

the Baird cf Deputies was to solve the problem of centralising and

consolidating the community — besides its other functions as repre­

sentative and intermediary — so the religious authority was similar

in nature so far as it centralized and consolidated the community.

To a great extert it was patterned after the ecclesiastical structure

was vested in the Chief Rabbi, together with the Beth Din of the

of these authorities. Tons the two elements became reconciled; for
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of the Church of England frcn its wry beginning at the end of the

eighteenth century when the struggle for supremacy with the Hembro

Cynegrrue resulted in the rabid. of the Great Synagogue becoming the

During the period of our study therefirst Chief kabld. of England.

was a eorewnt to render it more like "Church government" by having

such authority over the entire Jewish cowuninity of the Empire.cr.e

But the real basis of the religious authority of the ccemu-

nity was the United Synagogue, for the Chief Rabbi and his Beth Din

were to a large degree only special functions of it. During the

period of great prosperity and advance of the Jewish cannunity through­

out the first seventy years of the century, there had been many

One such attempt in theattests at unit!:*; the Leaden synagogues.

beginning of tie centuiy between tie three Aohkenaai synagogues re­

sulted in the establishment Just of a spiritual head, the Chief

Other later attempts had the purpose of sharing the burdenRabbi.

The efforts cf Lionel Cohen, an offl-of caring fcr the Jewish poor.

cer of the Great Synagogue and a corxunal leader, and the urging of

the Chief Rabbi that all the metropolitan synagogues be united under

his leadership, resulted in a series of conferences and then in the

act of Parliament in 18?0.

It was established to better and more effectively carry cut concerted

efforts to solve community problems, especially that of the Jewish

poor.

The problem of the Jewish poor was by far the most serious

difficulty that the community had to face during the pericd from

1870 through 1897. To deal with this problem there were instituted

the Beard of Guardians, the Federation of Synagogues and the East

instituting of the United Synagogue by an
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The Board was formed in 1859End Scheme of the United Synagogue.

far the "Relief of the Jewish Poor" of London, although Liverpool

All the time thathad »s early as 18L5 established such a society.

the immigration from East Europe brought in greet numbers of paupers

and uin.lllei labor the Beard was the busiest agency of the Jewish

ccssaunlty. Tie Federation of Synagogues, or Federation of Chevras,

in 1887, with the

of bribing the East European Jews into closer contact withpurpose

the established Jewish commnit y and helping to improve their cwn

And the East End Scheme wascondition in a acre concerted fashion.

instituted by the United Synagogue to draw tie East End Jews (the

East End was the section where the Jewish poor and working classes

lived) away from the Federation and to bring them instead under the

influence of the United Synagogue and thereby to improve the moral,

spiritual and social condition of these Jews,

"lie remaining na<r Anglo-Jewish institution was the Anglo-

Jewish Association. The economic and inperialistic development of

England during the nineteenth century was such that, to the extent

that Anglo-Jewry was vital in this development, the Jewish community

coenunities from farther violence or discrimination, as he did, for

nity attained such a position with regard to other, foreign Jewish

of England became very influential tliroughout the world and was

looked upon te as the protector and defender of oppressed Jews everv- 
/

where, Moses Montefiore took active leadership in this field and

personally intervened in several cases and saved several Jewish

was a combination of these "minor synagogues"

communities, it itself formed the Association, in 1871, although an

example, in the Damascus Riots, And because the Anglo-Jewish co—n-_
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already perf<rmin< the function of intervening on belialf of sorely

activity in tlwt it also ai.ned at the promotion of the social, moral

atx! intellectual progress of Jews abroad, mainly in Asia, including

Palestine, and in Worth Africa.

The •■'-’'IE as a Source Ft Anglo-Jewtsh

History From 187O-1B97

The choice cf the (London) JEWISH CHRONICIX as a source for

Anglo-Jewish history is a simple matter inasmuch as it was at the

what is more, since the London Jewish community by far was the most

influential and comprised the greater majority of all English Jews

and since London was the center af Jewish life in England as well as

of the entire nation, to this extent can the CHRONIC II therefore be

said to be a source for tie entirety of Anglo-Jewish history of thia

period. This is true even though, when dealing with the provincial

Jewish settlements and congregations, our source includes only natter-

cf-fact reports atxi only very little discussion of their problems,

tlat the CHRONICLE was solely for the London community, although

sjnagogal statistical reports from provincial members of the United

regularly published in the pages of the CHRONICLE.

One aspect of our source, which is at the sane tine both an

advantage and disadvantage is its style and syntax.

international organisation, the Alliance Israelite Universelie, was

There is an

tire tie only Anglo-Jewish newspaper in existence in England. And

Synagogue and exceptional events anywhere in the provinces are

oppressed Jews. The Association had, however, a larger sphere of

tlieii' attitudes aixl their institutions. The reason, of course, is
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overabundance of superfluous material, attention to details,

let tielaborious verbosity an<i complicated sentence structure.

f ill supply o' details and ideas allows the investigator a wider

Certainly the editorials can be said to lacksight have emitted.

the concise,oees and ocntlnuity of what is found today in outstand-

i.ng newspapers.

The Cif'.O:~CIZ never intends to deal with more than the

immediate Jewish camaiaity except for national and International

natters which affect it in sone way.

tent, in spite of this "ILmitatian," but because the Jewish cccmnity

of England was a vital and integral part of the larger ones, does our

scarce reveal how Anglt^Jswry related itself to the political situa­

tions at hone and abroad, and to the domestic anti foreign policies of

trie nation, which "re have outlined in the earlier part of this chap-

A good number of these our source does reveal, if only indi­

rectly: antagonism towards Russia over the Near Eastern question;

antagonism towards that nation and t wards Roumania for their perse­

cution of the Jens in their land; antagonism towards Germany, but

not because of its economic or naval rivalry, but expressly because

of its autocratic government, its Judenhetze and its Jewish comau—

nity’s Reform Judaism are all quite prevalent. But although there

are indications of the economic slump of the lata 70's, there is

’virtually nothing in the issues of the CHRONICLE of the period of

cur study pointing to the initial stages of England losing her econcnic

and imperialistic grip on the world. On the other hand, what is

more clearly brought out, and consciously so, is the Victorian

Thus, one might ask to what ex—

ranee of choming material vital for his study, which the editors
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attitude toward the working and the poor classes, Ute desire to im­

prove them socially, morally and spiritually, and the sternness in

refunlrx to "coddle" then by too such "protection." Also boldly

asserted la thm attitude that the Jewish conrunity, and Judaism too,

Equally made clear is theprove his condition by social ref eras.

attitude toward the national economic policy of "I'Yee Trade." Thus

the fact that air source does reveal in some way at least what

position tbo Jewish coonrity took with regard to a good amber of

these issues is definitely an advantage tliat the CfiRONICLE has as

Pit the fact that this Is done in the case ofa source of history.

other issues indirectly and seldom consciously enough, and with

still others not at all, is a decided disadvantage.

Hew, tiiere 13 one limitation of the CHRONICLE of so great

significance and extent that it mist occupy the major portion of

To develop the remainder of this paper, to evaluatetlds thesis.

the CHRONICLE (of the jears 1270-1997) as a source for Anglo-Jewish

history from IS 70 through 1897, only the attitudes expressed in

our source will be dealt with, to the exclusion of a treatment of

factual material with the purpose of demonstrating whether or net

are of prime importance to the CHRONICIE, such as the issues of

unity, charity, industrialization, education and religion — both

as attitudes expressed as ideas, and also as institutionalized

and structuralized in the community.

In the cha»^>l<w» of the laboring ™n in Ills search for near® to in­

cur source can be used to write Anglo-Jewish history of this period 

in its entirety. Thus our concern will be with those issues which



Chaptar Two

A’THCRITT ANT STRUCTURE Of’ THE JW3H COlill'fCTTAll-LDICATIUNi

Th* Hat rd of t>*;v.tl<«s and the Berkeley Street Congregatioa

As we have Indicated In the first chapter, from 1872 until

186$, tie Beard of Deputies and the Berkeley Street Congregation

aide various attempts, characterised in the beginning by rancor tut

later on by amicability, to seat the deputies of tlat synagogue on

The settleaeA was delayed for nary years because oftie Board.

the disagrees*:!, over the recognition of the "ecclesiastical authori-

hand asked these authorities to guide it in all religious matters,

especially in certifying Jewish marriages ever since the Marriage '

But

found an opportunity to elevate this relationship to tie status of

a law in the new constitution. Therefore the Berkeley Street Con­

gregation then declined to send its delegates since in doing so it

woild force itself to recognize those authorities because of whom

it lad separated itself from the rest c£ the community. To remain

bers of tie Berkeley Congregation, but to submit would be to forsake

Thus, even though the Berkeley

Street Congregation was not made to submit to tie control of these

ties to the Beard was set darn merely as one of its bye-laws, 
k

when the question arete of seating the Berkeley deputies, the Board

gation agree to allow such interference in its internal affairs by 

the orthodox religious authorities.1

the very principles on which it w'as founded. 'Nor would the Congre—

completely aloof was most undesirable and uncomfortable fcr the mem-

Act was pissed in 1536. This relationship of the religious authori- 
t

ties." The Board, deriving its powers from Parliament, had befon



20.

Throughout this struggle, the CHRONICLE takes sides with

the Roird and with the’ecclesiastical author Lt les /'and it upholds

the validity of the Marriage let and the authority of Parliament is

they related theaselves to the religious life of the Jewish consu­

lt gives assent, both implied and expressed, to the wholent ty.

structure of authoritarian relationships and sanctions between then

To this extent the CHRONICLE supportedand the Jewish ccaaunity.

and condoned the centralised and vertical authority structure of

Anglo-Jewish life.

Now, because this struggle concerned the “ecclesiastical

authorities*'and the Soard directly, and the Marriage Act and Parlia­

ment only indirectly,

evidence supporting the first two while the evidence for the latter

exactly what is found to be the case. '.fith regard to the CHRCNICIE

condoning the source of the authority of the Board of Deputies and

of the1 ecclesiastical authorities "as being in the result of an act

of tie secular govemnent, the evidence is not abundant but it is

implied clearly enough. But nevertheless there are several places

wt«ere our source is very explicit.

of course, solely the civil carriage law.

includes In its definition of “progress* the following:

we would expect to find anple and articulate

and that oust be, 

The CHRONICLE elsewhere1*

An editorial states that "there 

cannot be two carriage laws in the community

authorities as the price it would have to pay far admission to the
*> 

Board, still it refused even to acknowledge their authority.

two would ba predominantly implied rather than expressed. This is

"If progress means ... that as the civil law is 
binding on us tiien it is an anachronism to con­
tinue certain phases of the Jewidi marriage and 
divorce laws which are palpably illegal in this
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Hers ft is clear also that our source upholds the civil Marriage

law, an It does whan it concludes in another place that ■unregis-

Aad when support was given to this civil

marriage law of England, support was glwn also the authority struc­

ture which lapleac.Tted the law.

Slrv-e the Board of Deputies was the sole political agency

within the authority structure of the Jewish community, there can

be found explicit evidence in the CiROtHCLS supporting the two-fold

aspect of the Board’s power and authority, to implement the Carriage

sanc­

tion of Rar Ha sent. the CHRONICIE

finally admits that the refusal of the Berkeley Street Congregation

to seat its deputies is all far the best because the Beard cannot be

a political body onj but also has to serve in a "quasi-ecclesias­

tical ibnetion* as well, mainly due to its connection with a.-tninis-

tering the ferriage Act, and consequently there would have been con-

stunt friction between the two sides. It is here, as in other

articles, that our source demonstrates its approval cf the authority

of tiie Board both to empower congregational secretaries to certify

religious carriages and to investing the religious authorities with

implication this review of I87U, as in the case of other instances,

condones the special power of the Board, by which it implements the

Act, and which is derived fran the secular government. Thus there

is evidence, even though meager, to shew that our source gives its

country ... then w» are on the side of progress
with all cur hearts."

torad mirrlAgwe (which It terse) ’Stille Chasne’ ... (are) ... ob- 

joctlonablw proceeding’’"'’

Act of 1836 and its position in the community as based on the 
In its review of the year 187U,^

the power to determine what is a "Jewish* place of worship. And by
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support to the Board of Deputies in the position it occupies in the

vertical authority structure as it extends from Parliament through

the Hoard to the Jewish ccrrainity of England. It is important to

always be explicit and articulaterweenbwr that evidence need not

in the present case — the*3

the Carriage let and the Board of Dw­g' P.O .LOIS'S or. in! -.n.1 " r-r-dv

pities — the evidence, though implied, Is valid evidence. For none

of it contradicts other more readily actaissable evidence but rather

is exactly what we would expect to find; and, moreover, it accounts

for, supplements and corroborates what is definitely known and ex­

pressed.

Cn the other hand, however, there is ample evidence con­

doning the authoritative role cf what the CHRONICLE terns the "Eccle­

siastical Authorities," that is, the Chief Kabbi and the Haham of the

constitution of 1873 defines these authorities and stipulates that

'<e expect

stated above, cur source admits that the struggle between the Berkeley

Street Synagogue and the Board of Deputies is concerning the recon­

verted in the Beard), Throughout the various stages of the

struggle innumerable editorial articles further reveal this nature

of the contest. It is lamented that in lS7h, when both sides were

nition of authority, both the religious and the political (as 
3

a profusion of data here singly because, as

in a conciliatory mood, Alfred Henriques failed to bring about a

settlement because the Berkeley Street Congregation world not agree

they are to guide the Baird in all religious matters and problens, 

itself constitutes a full recognition and condoneuent cf them.?

Sephardic Synagogue, First of all, the very fact that the revised
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In the same review of the year 187U, cited

the CiRO'ilCIE clearly defines its position when it admits

that It is best that the Berkeley Street Congregation ties decided

not to se.'ri its deputies to the Board, because in addition to the

friction which would plague the community there would also be an

unfortunate weakening of "Ecclesiastical Authority," something which

it wanted to avoid at any cost.

the entire Marriage lawbeginning of the struggle while re-viewing'

it applies to the Jewish ccnmnity, our source sppeals to whatas

it thinks is the fi:al authority on the matter, the Chief Kabbi hin-

self, and quotes hist as maintaining his own "Ecclesiastical Author­

ity" on the ground that to remove it would be to remove the guarantee

tliat carriages are according to Jewish usages, as the law requires.

A:»d what is significant is the fact that the CHRONICLE upholds the

authority of the Chief Rabbi in connection with the implementation

of tlie Carriage Act although it cakes no provision for any- Jewish

"Eccles i .artLeal authority."

The sentiments

found in the CJROhlCLE. of a meeting of

t!ie Beard, t!>e deputies demonstrate their support of the religious

authorities in opposition to all who would threaten them; and, what

is more, tliey argue for the eventual strengthening of these authori-

Thus it is quite clear.that the disagreement between theties.

Berkeley Street Congregation on the one hand and the Board of Depu­

ties and the CHHCuHCLE on the otlier, is concerning the strengthening

and further centralizing of authority in the Jewish community. And

khat is more is that, at the very 
.11

of the leaders of the community also can ba
12 According to a report

to acknowledge the authority of the "Sccleslaetical Chiefs of the 
„o 

Orthodox Cmranity."
. 10above,
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it is also apparent that the action of the Berkeley Congregation

were a conscious reaction ariiiwt this increased consolidation of

power end domination which had for thirty years excluded then, and

in which the CifiOKICU concurred.

Ti^refcre, on the basis of tie struggle between the Berkeley

Street Synago/ue and the Board of Deputies, we nor understand the

position which the CHfiC'CCLE took in reference to the authority

structure of the coeeunity, the support of which we have termed

AliaLIJICATIGJJ, the paralleling of the structures of Jewish and Eng­

lish life in Britain. Korthermore, from this struggle there is scce-

Thls is a repeated, overpewer-thing else of great import to be seen.

ing desire on the part of the CHRO.'flCLE for comimitHl "union." In

fact, to a far greater extent the prime concern of our source is the

ultimate effect of the obstinancy of the Berkeley Synagogue on the

In fact, "union" becomes the watchwordunity desired in the ccEcunity.

of the CHRONICLE and of trie community throu^iout the period of our

Tie zeal for “union" and "unity" comes up quite prominentlystudy.

when we examine the final settlement at' the problem which faced the

Berkeley Synagogue and the Board of Deputies.

The first constitutional revision in 1873, and the final

This was the purpose of the

constitutional revision in 1873 when the Board agreed to grant to

the "Ecclesiastical Authorities," not the power to govern the cobcu- 

nity in all religious natters (which was the form of the original 

clause), but only permitted them the "guidance of the Beard.

one in 1885, did not require the Berkeley Street Congregation to

submit to the "Ecclesiastical Authorities," but merely to acknowledge 

that it is the religious authority.”^
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It even in the first revision that the moat iicortant

t ions

llijlaua authorities In connection with the Ifcrriage Act) contained

shall abridge cr affect tie individual rights or action in regard

The congregationprovisions of the Act 1? and 23, Vic.,c«119."

Obviouslyreferred tc was specifically the Berkeley Synagogue.

therefore in spite of the boat of articles in the CHRONICLE prais­

ing, supporting and seeking to inculcate orthodoxy as the preferable

way of religious life, and in spite of the support it gives to the

"Ecclesiastical Authorities," conformity to this authority was not

the ultimate or the final concern cf either tho CHRONICLE or the

leaders of the ccnrainlty.

there would never have been a settlement, nor would the sphere of

control and power of the authorities be limited to any degree.

Therefore, if there is evidence that the CHRCN1CLE agrees

with the final settlement, then we would be justified in concluding

tfmt submission to the "Ecclesiastical Authorities" is not its ulti-

an editorial, late in 1685, where, praising the Berkeley Synagogue

for its cooperation and desire to be seated on the Beard of Deputies, 

the Board itself is equally praised for changing its constitution

□ate concern. This evidence is found, stated quite articulately, in
19

to its own internal affaire of any congregation certified under the

17

tho constitution was finally amended in 1685 it was with this addi- 

■but nothing in this clause (containing the role of the re­

cent* it rd claise, "that the Berkeley representatives shall be bound 

to recognise this authority,"1^ was deleted. And, moreover, when

This alteration is included in the final ferm of the constitution 

in 1FO5.^

For, if so, since the Berkeley Street
18 Congregation would never submit to this authority on principle,
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Tint the ClfiONICLI supported the authority of thefor this purpose.

"Kcclesiastlcal Chiefs" has been shown; but that it new condones a

settles* nt <j»rwby their power and control is to be limited in scope

in revelled In the editorial of 1885 just cited.

This final aril axe import:«nt concern of the CIROhlCIZ is

“ere, the spirit of compromise and con­found in the same editorial.

dilation on both sides is praised mainly because the whole settle-

asnt is welcomed as another step towards unity in the Jewish coenu-

nity. Ind the sane editorial concludes that, because of this final

sottle.-ccnt, loyalty to “union," unlike the past, is to be

In fact, all during the years ofthe watchword of the ccsainity*

the struggle between the Berkeley Synagogue and the Board of Deputies,

in the cor-.mnity.

explains why the Berkeley Congregation and the orthodox community can

now heal its split and maintains that admission of the Berkeley Syna­

gogue to the Board is a step towards this goal — and It concludes,

attacks the Berkeley Congregation's decision not to seat their

deputies on the Board and not to accept its revised constitution

liecause it widens the breach in the solidarity of the cominnity;

and then it calls for "unity at any cost," even if the Berkeley Con-

Then again later in the

sane month, still another editorial,

unity is more inpcrtant than representation of the Berkeley Syna­

gogue.

"the cry today is Klal Tisroell" Then, in early Ifarch of 1871*, still 

in the midst of tin crucial period of this problem, another editorial-^

the seal of the CHRCh'ICLE was centered above all in securing "unity" 
20For example, in December of 1073, an editorial1"

gregation is not represented on tie Boardl
22 expresses this attitude that
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Disreyarding the inconsistency of the CHRlNICIE’s attitude

her", in that at oth*r tines it wants that Synagogue represented on

the grounds that this certainly will bring unity, it is obvious that

— In correction with ths probl'tn between the Berkelv Congregation

and the Dm rd of Deputies — "union," <r "unity," is what the

CHRCKICLR really warts above all else for the Jewish cosnunlty. The

was a raj or concern of the Berkeley Street Congregation itself.

Moreover, in many letters te the editor, the desire for “union" is

predominant.

The fact tint the CrfUMCLK, together with the Board of

. Deputies, rakes an exception in the case of the Berkeley Synagogue'

have to subnit, as t!» rest of the conxinity had to do, to "Ecclesi­

astical Authority" as a condition of its representation on the Board

not be attained if the leaders of the community would have demanded

obedience to the orthodox religious authorities. The significance

of, aid the reason beliind, this overwhelming desire for union on the

part of the CHRONIC IE — and also on the part of the leaders of

Anglo-Jewry — will be looted into further on.

TheJ’Ecclesiastical Authorities":

The Chief Rabbi and the Beth Din

Xe have seen in the previous section that the CHRCNICIE

And not only the CHRONICLE aiul the Beard, but also thia

2l»

Bon rd, too, wanted to see the Berkeley deputies seated for the sake 

of unity."

is, as re lave seen, scst significant. That the Synagogue would not

of Deputies, was f<r our source permissible and even desirable be­

cause in this manner alone cculd''unity‘be attained. But it could
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flvFS its support to each elenent in the vertical authority strue—

to the position of Parliament aidtare of the Jewish coswunityj

its Ihrria.:* Act as basic to the series of authorities which cul-

nlnatw in the I ari of Deputies and the "Ecclesiastical Aithori-

Tte str-ip ;le of the Berkeley Street Synagogue with thisties ."

readily and u and s takingly identifies itself, to be bound bysoarcs

the overall authority vested in the Board and in the religious lead-

•‘3«, although “union" has been found to be a consideration ofors.

greater isportance, nevertheless, support of the ecclesiastical struc­

ture itself is of great significance, both to the CHRONICIE and to

the leaders of the Jewish coxsuaity.

which draws heavily

for its data — states that, before the constitution of the Beard of

Deputies was first revised in 1373 in an endeavor to seat the Berkeley

deputies, what were to he detemined as "Jewish usages" according

to tho Marriage Act of 1SJ6 was left to Dr. N. 11. Adler as the

"referee" of the Board “because the Board deemed itself incocpetent

to deal with the ecclesiastical bearings of the natter." The revised

constitution had defined "Ecclesiastical Authorities" so as to in­

clude also the Haham of the one and only Sephardic Synagogue, Bevis

Marks. But the Haham never rose to the communal importance that the

which the Chief Rabbi held sway became the larger and more influ—

The support given to the "Ecclesiastical Authorities" was 

centered in support for the Chief Rabbi. An editorial article^ —

authority, «o viewed in the CJROHTCIX, really points exit the desire 

of tho orthodox coewunlty (the majority by far), with which our

Chief Rabbi possessed, mainly because the Ashkenazi community over

on The karri a pa Law of England, by J. T, Haanick
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lr< of tlie ■Ecclesiastical Authorities" on the part or the CHRONICLE

•nd the top lea lers of the Jewish commnity was directed preeminently

toward the Chief ••ebbi.

r . .. . ■' J; i'.i t I ' a:-'i

of Deputies showed that the CMiONICIX — together with the leaders

of the Jewish community and the Chief Kabtd. — wanted to maintain

tl.e control of its ecclesiastical authnritinsllover the coaraunlty,

marriage certification and designation ofes(icctally in relation to

Jewish places of worship.

by means of unequivocally defining' these "Ecclesiastical Authori­

ties," and for all practical purposes this had the effect of consoli-

With all this the CHP.ONICIXdating tie position of the Chief Rabbi.

But when, in 1890, the Chiefagreed and aggressively espoused.

Rabbi (K. 11. Adler) died, there was an opportunity to bring about

further changes in the Chief Rabbinate.

Voices in the cominity, however, cried for a reduction in

by "A Mester of the Council of tie United Synagogue," who® we would

expect to be quite coicervative, argues that new is the time to cur-

while he was alive because his authority prevented ary change.

A more complete idea of the degree of Control possessed by the Chief

well-knom Anglo-Jewish historian, A. Wolff. In the speech, on

the occasion of raising a call for a "progressive party" in England,

Wolff attacks the Chief Rabbinate as an example of "the Oriental and

tail the power of the Chief Rabbi, something which was impossible

27

Tr® Board of Deputies accomplished this 

.26

Rabbi is gathered from a report of a speech, early in 18?5, by the
28

his power an! control. A letter to the editor early in 1890. signed

enciel portion of the Anglo-Jewish comnunity. Therefore, the condon-
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medieval principle of 'one man power . which has "ever stood In the

He continues and says that even the recent estab-way of progress."

liMiuvnt in the United Synagogue of a Committee of Ministers (that is,

Chief Rabbi (H, Adler, appointed

in 1091) on religious and synagogue matters has not broken his auto-

tor, he says, a report lad leaked exit -fraa the Committeecratic power.
which indicated that It would be no more than consultative, in spite of

the settlement in *leh it was supposed to liave curtailed the domina­

tion of the Chief Rabbinate to boom degree.

Evon though Wolff’s position here uniat be recognized as one

which possibly weald have the tendency to exaggerate the nature of this

authority, still within the reala of religious matters there is enough

evidence to show that the Chief Rabbi exercised a dominant role of Semi­

te exercised such a role through theautocratic authority and power.

United Synagogue which represented the influential portion of the Jew­

ish conminity in England. And Wolff’s complaint would suggest that he

exercised such daaination even after 1090.

This being the nature of rabbinical authority, certainly be-

closely. the CHRONIC IE

decries the fact that communal “union" is lacking mostly in the ab­

sence of ecclesiastical discipline in the form of "church government,"

that the Chief Rabbi is

tinct privileged and empowered clerical body.

estimated the extent of the CHROiHCIE's power, still it is unambig-

uais here the extent to which ths CrQCNICLE advocates the strength-

of the ccmnrunity at

a moral force only, and that there is no dis-

Even if we have over-

a n"w Beth Din) to confer with the new

ening of the "ecclesiastical authority"

fore 1390, the C.-ROluTCIE’s attitude toward it must be examined more 

In l?7h, while reviewing the previous year,29



31.

this ttrr.

Returning to the developments during lf>?0, with the death

of N. M. Idler there was a cossunity-wide agitation to weaken the

authority <£ the Chief Rabbi, in which the CIRONICIZ took part. At

first we might rurprlsed that such a movement arose and that

ttir previous investigation would seemthe C. • rted It.

will become evident shortly thatBut itto Indicate ot'jerwise.

the purpcoe of this movement was to reduce only the power of the

Chief Rabbi in order to strengthen the power of the religious

sought to transfer the sesl-^utocratic control of the Chief Rabbinate

to the Beth Din, ar •ecclesiastical ccurt,* of the United Synagogue,

and the leaders of the comcunity all conducted themselves as if they

really were crusading for th* goal of strengthening the powers of

cis in.

Tie proposal, most acceptable to the Council of the United

tl-at the Beth Din should contime to act

as a Court of Arbitration in matters of divorce, ctalitzah and

schechitah; that it should now control the arrangement of visitation,

that is, supervision, of provincial synagogues and schools, and the

matter of conversion; that it should henceforth assist the Chief

Rabbi in deciding all questions of synagogue ritual and practice,

religious education and with relaxation of customs, and to hence­

forth assist the Chief Rabbi in all other religious questions

Synagogue, effecting this change was the following, according to a 

report in the CiRONICIX s'30

of id.ich the Chief Rabbi would be .merely the head. The CHRONICIZ-

authority of the cooeunity as a whole. That is, the agitation

the Chief Rabbi. But, as will be seen, there was little to this
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■heretofore decided by tie Chief Rabbi by hie sole unaided actioh."

The last clause, referring to rsarriage certification and designa­

tion of "Jewish" places of worship, new places the Beth Din directly

within the v*rt'cal authority structure of the Jewish ccmmunity.

T.'e proposal then seers to justify itself with the argument that

such a change will not disturb the Chief Rabbi's function, that it

will rather increase his dignity and authority, because, as Chief

Rabbi in Council, he will have the help of an Ecclesiastical Board

which will e^od}- the "cabined wisdom of the best Jews and highest

religious authorities in court ry«" This refers to a measure in

the proposal which would complement the foreigi^bcrn Orthodox rabbis,

comprising the Seth din and imported expressly for the job, with

The proposal asks for extra dayanim, those who wouldnative talent.

be close to the needs of the East End (foreign poor) Jews; and the

otl»r, preferably an "Englishman," who would be able to carry out

the alas of the leaders cf the United Synagogue in the provinces.

With regard to the Chief Rabbi, the proposal (which has been para­

phrased here) uses words which have the effect of obscuring the

attempt to weaken the autocratic control which the previous Chief

soon after the proposal is nade public,

t!ie CHRONICLE accepts this proposal in toto. It accepts its "modera­

tion" in solving the problem of the rabbinate in England; it eagerly

condones its disavowal of "one-man authority ."I even from the first

century C.E. Jewish tradition rejected such authority and was

characterized by a court of tliree. This same editorial praises the

ho is given is merely as "chief among his brethern."
31 In an editorial^

Rabbi had succeeded in attaining. The only "new" kind of authority
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chief feat ire of t'le proposal} tlat tie Chief Rabbi will no longer

lx the "perser.nl Chief Rabbi" as in the past but the "Chief Rabbi

A;ui the CKOuIvIE welcomes the additional dayanim,tn Council."

the "H i :11th synagogue officials" who would be able to deal with

and know ijwru and communal problems in the East End and in

the provinces, far non capably tian the rabbis previously i^jort-

Ths latter knew iialacha, yes, but they were always ignorant

of Anglo-Jewish life and its problems.

Thus it should now be evident who it is that benefits from

the reduction in the pxer and authority of the CHRONICLE: it is

prised to find at first trat the CHRONICLE and communal leaders want­

control, nos we find that wliat was wanted was.toed to curtail his

increase the power of the "Ecclesiastical Authorities" which accord­

ing to the proposed plan would not be just the Chief Rabbi alone but

now would be a core amenable and controllable board of rabbis and

seems to have been with a view on the part of the Jewish leaders to

to tlx number of dayanim so as to include more of the total community,

especially those elements which from the standpoint of these leaders

the provinces). The result of all this, then, was to permanently

give to the leaders of the United Synagogue a more concerted and

greater extent cf power and authority through its "Ecclesiastical

Court," the Beth Din. This kind of arrangement would remove real con­

trol from the hands of a single individual who might prove intransigent

need to be brought under more strict control (via., the East End and

assure their cwrn greater centre} of the Jewish commnity, by adding

English synagogue officials. Thus the whole purpose of the change

the loaders of the United Synagogue. Thus, though we were sur-

perser.nl
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n<w desired, into the Fiaruis of ths rulers of the Jewish com-unity.

For the leaders of the United Synagogue were the saae, or had the

■a-*i interests, as those of the Beard of Deputise and bther lay

And the evidence isgroups which controlled the Jewish conrainlty.

ccsrluslve that the CtftQKICLE supported these leaders every step of

the way*

In conclusion, when we Investigated the difficulty between

the Board of Deputies and the Berkeley Street Synagogue, we found

that the main consideration was, at first view, submission to an

ecclesiastical authority. Put then it was seen that this was brushed

aside for what the CHROil'lE thought, together with the leaders of

In this section,-"union."the cocrunity, was of greater import:

again it has been seen that the CHRONICLE supported the coaaunal

leaders in wantirv to strengthen this ecclesiastical authority as

represented by the Chief Rabbi; hit tliat when the situation arose,

he was again cast aside in order to bolster and increase the power

of tiie leaders of the United Synagogue, who were among the ruling

group's of the Jewish commity in England. And it is here again

For example, in the

hails the resolution by the president

of the Council of the United Synagogue, Lord Rothschild, de'sanding

"one ecclesiastical authority" to direct the entire cctmnity, the

United Synagogue as well as the East End Chevras and the Refora

(Berkeley) congregation, in fact, even the entire body of Jews in

the British Empire; and this would be effected "were tie spiritual

direction of the entire conuunity focused into one canter." Thus

ar stand on his religious principles, and place it just where it was

that we hear the cry for "unity" and "union."
32 same year, 13 90, an editorial
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what Rothschild asks for, and what ths CliRC'iKUS agrees to, as has

bwen shown, Is that "control* be taken out of the Chief Rabbi’s

h*r>ls and be substituted by "direction, or guidance," But the "con­

trol* both th« leaders of t!» community and the CHP.CNTCLB want only

There is sonething else that is significant in this: i ' 1 r ha rvl* .

It exemplifies the CHRONICLE'S and the ccmrainals me o lit oriel.

leaders' desire to centralize direction and control into one author­

ing tl.is process whereby this greater and increased controlity.

is to be effected has the exalted aim of what the CHRONICLE happily

terms "anion."

The United Syria 'opuo:

Its Relationship to the Federation of Synagogues and the Chevras

At the end of the previous section there was an endeavor to

point cut tint the CHRONICLE acquiesced in ttie machinations on the

part of leaders of the ccmcunity to extend the sphere of influence of

the United Synagogue, that is, to further centralize the majority of

the coBEtunity's independent institutions under the banner of the

This, as has been stated was ths goal of thoseUnited Synagogue.

who sought for greater communal "union."

It will ba with regard to the present issue concerning the

United Synagogue, the chevras and the union among them (itself repre­

senting an adoption of tie attitude of the leaders of the Jewish

vociferous. From the struggle between the United Synagogue on the

one hand and the chevras and their Federation on the other, one can

commnity towards this principle of communal organization) as em­

bodied in the Federation of Synagogues, or Chevras, that the move­

ment for "union" becomes most apparent, and in the CH3ONICLE, most
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gain insight as to where the CiHOHICLS stands in the issue, which

wis one of the r-et vital facing the ce Trinity. Having seen that

wiwti-’r t’^> Berkeley deputies were seated on the Board and how such

power t'e Chief Rabbi had were secondary considerations, we will dis-

eventually how this ratter of "union" becomes the more iapor-cover

*o will also Investigate Just why this was so.taut Issue.

In 1! >> after the settlement between the Board of Deputies

praises the cooperative spirit shewn by both sides as a

mJ ar step toward "unity," and then said that "union" is to be ruth-

At this point,leasly carried ait as the watchword of the cemrannity.

in giving practical application to this idea, our soiree maintains

that "the institution which is nest fitted to constitute the rally­

ing point of the three sections (vis., Ashkenazi, Sephardic, and Re­

form) is the United Synagogue" and this advance toward cornmnal

Here is then an unequivocal statement of the stand taken by the

CHRClilCLE in this entire issue. It consistently, throughout this

period of our research, looks upon the United Synagogue as the most

vital institution and tool of Anglo-Jewry to carry out the plans and

strictly anglican term,

the "Synagogue," used everywhere as an Anglican would use "the

Church (of England)."

heaps praises upon

nity for the CHRONICLE is translated into a

Mot long afterwards, another editorial"

consolidation and "union" is most welcome "for the building up of the 

strength of the Synagogue, to use the word in its broadest sense."'’1

and the Berkeley Street Cor.-rr/at ion, the CHRONICLE (as was cited 

above

solutions of its leaders. And the concept of "Union" of this cceeu—

another great advance towards "union." This consisted of the new
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ccrf.ly concluded an arrangement with ths United Synagogue to pay it

a fee for the use of its burial grounds. Tie CHRONICLE hails the ex­

tension of power and scope of the United Synagogue because this con­

tract heralds further communal consolidation, as a binding together

of all sections more closely so that there can be a concerted action

in dealing with all cceeinal problems, especially those with regard

to "our foreign brethern."

In the earns spirit aid for the same ulterior actives, that

the CriiCNICLE rappily refers to the movement among the chevras to

form a cooperative society which will bring them irto closer contact

And this is exactly the purpose

a little

Federation had "the object of associating together the synagogues of

East London (vis., the chevras), which had heretofore been isolated,

for the purpose of raising the condition of the members religiously,

morally and socially." And in the same epistle Montagu goes further

reference to tl>e Unted Synagogue’s "East End Scheme") will interfere

especially if it will be a larger synagogue which will draw many nem-

burs of the chevras away from their own "minor synagogues" — exact­

ly what the United Synagogue wanted to accomplish. It had been

agreed, he continues, that there would be no interference from the

United Synagogue except general advice, as promised ty Rothschild,

ashkenasi synagogue in the East E.xl (an

none tian two years after its inception in December of 1887, the

and argues tint the proposed synagogue in the East End (this is a

independert chevra) has re—

with the community with the result tiat the condition of these 

"miner" congregations ill improve.

with which Samuel Montagu founded the Federation which united these 

chevras. As Montagu stated in a letter to the editor,^



35.

honorary president of the federation and member of the Council of

through ite Kelt K*1 Scheme was competing with the Federation for

control over the f ore! tpa-'ocrn of the chevras, according to the puz*-

poana stated above.
36 aimittli^ that there has been a fer—In fact, an editorial

or nt in the community over the relationship of these "minor conrre-

gatlonfl" to ti« United Synagogue since their founding as a Federation

Itin 1887, tells

endeavored to accomplish its long-term goals of "union" of the entire

coemnity with all its various sections by Baking the chevras ex-

irreconc Hable to the move—tinct, because they are, it is l iaitted,

cent fobunion du to the fact that they perpetuate the separatism, of

the foreign Jewish poor of the East Ed. In this same editorial,

tie CHRONICLE agrees with the Executive-Committee of the Council of

the United Synagogue in all except that, instead a£ getting rid of

the chevras outriiJ'.t, our source thinks tiat it would ba more

feasible to sake them extinct by "building a synagogie on the basis

And, moreover, the CHRONICLE also agrees with the leaders of the

United Synagogue that t!>e Federation perpetuates the chevras, with

t!» implication, therefore, that the Federation, too, mat go.

That it was the intent of the leaders of the United Synagogue to

bring to an end both the chevras and their Federation by Beans of

"the East End

Scheme has been pushed through by the United Synagoxie," arri this

us what the United Synagogue really wanted to do.

their East End Scheme is made very clear also in the report of Wolff's
39 speech, previously ref erred to . There ha says

the United Synagogue. Thus, it is evident that the latter group

of the chevras." Either way their death knell is to be sounded.
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plan in establishing a popular synagogue in that place fcr iwni-

grants has the goal of "constituting them ambers of the United

Synagogue," and of taking them out of t’e chevras, thereby dissolv­

ing the Federation.

clearer than when it writes in an editorial entitled, "lights and

Sindes of ’95"t

hitler tie CHRONICLE is projecting its feelings and ascribitig them

to the cooaunity as a whole, or it means by "the conmunity," as it

consistently does, its leading and ruling element which it repre­

sents .

Thus it becomes clear that the CHRONICLE supports tie Scheas

of the leaders of the United Synagogie because it represents an ex­

tension of ths are* of control and "moral" influence of the United

This plan, then, is necessary, according to its way ofSyiagogue.

tliinking, as o:ie very important step in the movement towards "union"

of all its sections and eleisents of the community, especially the

foreign poor. But it will be soon discovered that "union* is merely

a means to what the CHRONICLE together with the leaders of the

conmnity believe to be the ultimate goal of all their cocounal

efforts with regard to the fareigr>-born poor, East End Jews.

The attitude of the CHRCNICIE can be male no 
hO

■If the great East End Scheme is not made a 
reality in 195, then the wrath of the cocrnu- 
nity will be Justly and inextinguishably 
kindled ... its social and moral premise is no 
lorxrer a Titter for discussion or compromise. 
Tie sise cf tre synarcrw» to be built is surely 
a minor Bitter in coaparison with the cryi’ig 
need for a point round which may be fccuaed 
the glowing exhusiassi for ameliorating the 
social condition cf the East and Jews ... The 
East End Scheme aist be put into motion at 
once. Toe cerrs-nity <.11 tolerate no further 
delay."
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Corwequently, in thia chapter, we have dencnstrated the

it supported the vertical authority

f)<% utlne a.**! the •Ecclesiastical Authorities'* to the Jewish canrax-

Tie CttXNICZE supported the sovoaent of the United Synagogue to

gain sore control and influence over all elements of the ccnainity,

and to centralize and unite thee under its power, as seen in the

strengthening of "Ecclesiastical Authorities" of the United ^’nagogue

of bringing foreign Jewish poorEnd Scheme which had the oae

under its influence.

AhJLIFICATICN, then, is Che term we have used to represent

of the Jewish community, its desirethe vertical authority structure

con-

poettlcn of the ClKOUICLEt

structure of the coaaunity, from psrliamett through the Board of

cal-religious structure of English life. Therefore, in conclusion, 

by virtue of the fact that the CHROIHCIE identifies itself with

the authority structure of the Anglo-Jewish connunity and 

zealously supports it, Ah'GLIFICATI ON is thus characteristic of the

nlty.

•Ecclesiastical Authorities" in this structure against the unort ho-

for o:ie "Ecclesiastical Authority" which would be amenable to 

trol, and its desire of "union" under the United Synagogue as "the 

Synagogue" of England. These characteristics of Anglo-Jewry — 

vertical, centralized authority structure and "union* of religious 

institutions — are characteristics very similar to the ecclesiasti-

II Supported tli* role and the aims of the Board a-id the

the authority of the "Scelesiastical Chiefs" in order to achieve 

"union" between the Berkeley Synagogue and the Beard of Deputies.

as a whole at the expense of the Chief Rabbi, and as seen in its East

dox tendencies of the Berkeley Street Congregation. let it reduced
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attitudes of the CIRCNICLB.

There is another aspect of AXLITrATICM which will bw

revealed wfjen we investigate the relationship of "union" to 1'tGLI-

FICATIdf with ref-rwnce to the problem of the Jewish ionlgrant

poor.



Chapter Three
1NGLIFICATICMTiZ tT.OfLEX CF TH FCF.EGN JEWISH PlKK:

The Problwa of the Jewish Peer vid "Alien iTd'-rvi"

Though the problem of the foreign Jewish poor was not new,

it took on extremely serious proportions from the early 1880's to the

Biddle of the 90'a Aie to the great influx of refugees fleeing free

the severe Russian persecutions of the Jews in 1881-2 and in 1890.

There was no longer as in the past just an incessant trickle of Jews

from the Continent. The Steacy and large flow of pauperiaed

refugees descending on London Airing this perlcd, swollen immense­

ly in the years of the harshest persecution, increased the number of

Jewish poor in the ssetropolis so such that the Anglo-Jewish coasai-

nity soon after 1631 was faced with a very serious problem of the

Jewish poor, almost all of whoc were "Allen Immigrants." The

CHRONICLE reflects the urgency this difficulty had for the comninity

by the excessive an.vrt of aterial, not only directly on this prob­

lem, but on all problees related to it.

It is easier now to understand why the major portion of the

years of the 1880*3 became the battleground between the United Syna­

gogue and the chevras, and therefore why in 1887 the Federation of

Synagogues was established and the East End Scheme proposed not

long afterwards. It is also easier now to understand that cne of

the major factors leading to the settlement in 1885 between the

Board of Deputies and the Berkeley Street Synagcgue was the threat

of the "Alien Immigrant" looming ominously at the Jewish cocainity

in England. And, starting in the early 1890's, there appears a



L3.

And then inter-thoM of interest in the colonisation c£ Palestine.

est in a Jetish homeland quickly rises to a full crescendo in the

nld L'/l’s with the appearance of the JUDE’CTAAT, (T!* Jewish ItVe,

by Tiieafor H"rtl), and continues even stronger after that tine.

Rwtumir< directly to the ratter of insaigration and emigra­

tion, the vicarious vengeance heaped upon the Jews in Russia and

Poland by t>« p^aaanta aid the villagers once acre began to shift

t.‘*t the bast luropean Jo* became the majorityJewish population# so

But immigration into British aggrava-of Anglo rd African Jewry,

Whereas the Bast European immigration poin­ted conditions there.

cidcd in the United States with the period of great inciistrial ex­

pansion in the last half d the nineteenth century with the result

that the factories there co aid absorb these refugees, England had

already reached her real: and her prosperity '.’ns already leveling off

noticeably by the IBffO’s. The result therefore was that in England

the imi grant was not readily absorbed, and many not at all.

The delation of "Union" and OILIF IC ATI ON

•Ta have seen, to some degree, how the Anglo-Jewish community

tried to deal with their East End Jews. "Union," through the agency

of all the institutional forces which the community could master,

aimed squarely at these foreign Jewish immigrants from the back-was

ward parts of Europe, When one asks why there was so meh concern

for them, on the part of the established community and its leaders —

especially concern shewn in its overwhelming desire to bring them

under the influences of "union" — we do not disavow hu.iBnitarian

and philanthropic motives. But these in no manner exhaust all
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arxl in tie 1570’3 even the Germn, immigrant, pauper and workingman

af the test Ed takes on the nature of overt, Incisive antagonise

It was thought, that this elemait in the cowjunityt'xards tlee?

unasslallated aid un-English, and tie established courwnitywas

This antagonise is wellfeared that it would bex-ne unassimilable.

reflected in the P*K«3 cf tie Ci«ONICI£ and manifests itself in many

Cementing about the conference to be held to do somethingways.

that aoet of the delegates from the Federa­

tions of Synagogues are •uitra-Orthodca" (a label attached by the

11 Inly but scantly to regard, even if they could understand, or

appreciate, the spiritual needs of the Modern English Jew." It is

clear therefore that the CSICSTIS in a very important way denies

tie identification cf their "brethern" in the East End with the es-

Furthermore, the CHBO JICLE dencn-tablished Anglo-Jewish community.

“As it

"Another aspect of the unwisdom of keeping 
these unfortunate stragglers here in London

But far axe important to our source is the "separatism" of 

t!<ese Jews, which it finds meet object! ora hie. That'they bring 

Poland to England and retain it while they stay herej1 that'‘they make 

a commnity within a commnity"is not only undesirable and unfortun­

ate} "it is more than a mis fortune, it is a calamity .

stratea an inordinant concern with the sanitation and cleanliness of
2

the Jewish icwiigrant pocr.*"

about the Chief Rabbinate a-d the Beth Din of the United Synagogue 

the ChRORICLE remarks1

is, th^,' join a Hebra, mix only with their fellow-countrymen, and 

do in England as the Poles do Again we have the sane thought:

CtfiCinCLE especially to iut European Jews). And therefore they "are

motives, Why was it that the cverconcern fcr the East European,
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exclusivlsn it! tribalism are despicable trills and undesirable;

and because this Supposed character of the last European Jew is a

tra> CrfcONICLE repeats the charge that

life which has specific reference to ths nationality of their birth

instead of assimilating tneaselves to English Jewry.

Thus their "separatism" is not only a barrier to "union"

but, even core important, also to assimilating themselves into

English life and manners.

as far as the CiBOalClE is concerned, tai

Thus, it would seen that it was not only "separatist!" which

antagonized the CHRCNICIX, but also what it thought was a concomitant

objectionable trait, their low state of culture and civilization.

This attitude, which at bottom is often a form of antagonism of classes,

■provide a general center for the elevating 
influences of which the East End Jews stand 
in need ... (to provide) a greater, more sus­
tained effort than has ever been made before 
to Anglicize the foreign immigrants, to make 
English citizens of them, to save them from 
the degeneration which inevitably results 
from an attempt to transolant ghetto life 
into a free country .

This criticism is directed a-ilnst the East End Jews bath because
6

the East European variety comes to Efland’s shores only to live a

Thus the East End Scheme is necessary,

barrier to "union." As in th* early 1870’s with regard to the poor 

element of the Ger-can Jews, ‘

... is a distinct danger that the Jews in 
the East of London will relapse into that 
s'ate of separatism which has done so much 
in the past to embitter the relations of Jews 
and their neighbours. Errjish Jews have fcr- 
tznately risen above both the separatism and 
Its c nsequences. But th-re is a f?*nt dan- 
rer t ut the recent accessions to our ranks 
will n«i» follow cur exairplo, and will create, 
if they have not already created, a little. 
Polarvi Ln t e East End of London."^1
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very clearly by the CHRONICLS all through the periodis brought out

of our stu<$r.

but especially their statu* ofcoawunity, our

■nil* noting that the Russian J res even in England havesociety .

a deep attachment to Judaism, tut on a level socially and culturally

different from the native English Jew, an editorial state* that if

gentle help and guidance is given, tie Russian immigrant will shoe

wlillngn*” to "tone down the points which unfavorablyhis usual

single him out from the rest of tie population" and that this meets

with the purpose of the CldCIllI and the leaders of the oumaunity

Over and over again tie CHRONIC DE states that there is

their crude and uncivilised religious ideas, and of the "tyranny

and of their ungodliness and irreli-

Tue CHKNICLE's attitude to these traits is Indi-

Again and again

air source miiiitains that "one of the most pressing problems with

East European Jews, reiterates the CHRONICLE, there is an urgent

necessity to moralize them, to civilize them, to acclimatize them,

tion, and this is exactly what the CHRONIC IE

have in mind wfien they talk about the need

a need of the consunity to rid these Eastern European innlgrants of
11

of their ignorance," their superstition, their prayer without thought
12

to improve their social position, to elevate their spiritual condi-

' and the leaders of

Not only is their poverty embarassing to ti» Jewish 
o source declares.

and their ceremonail drill, 

gious spirit

the Jewish comcunity^^

cated by tie fact that it fears the grave danger that the non-Jsw 
1L.might judge the entire Jewish coiaainity by them.

to "bring his general life into closer harmony with Western Civil!— 

cation.

regard to the future of the community is hew we are best to facili­

tate tie transformation of Polish into English Jews."^-’ For these
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•to anglicise the Jewish poor."
10In an editorial, late in 108$, it Is clear that to the

Cru.ci ULE, 1. iLIHCVICN neans an increase In the valia of a human

beln<, and an elevation tc a higher degree of civilization. Though

It cheers those, especially the leaders of the United

Synagogue who carry oj.1 a fervent desire to anglicise foreign Jews.

And here it ray be seen that the East End Scheme proposed by the

of the United Synagogue, with whom the CHRONICLE so happilyleaders

concurs

that is, to rake Z relish citizens of than,' This attitudegrants,

toward the Jews of the East End and toward their grains, the chevras,

is no care clearly stated than in an editorial in early 1885. It

epitomizes the upper class condescension, prevalent in Victorian

literature, toward tie "pocr savage" when it speaks of these poor,

iced and the way to do this is to have a first-class minister to

accomplish the purposes of AlidLIFICATION of the Jewish poor:

throughout, has Use purpose of anglicizing the foreign imi-
20

" ... he rust possess ... sympathy and tact and 
knew which is needful for every minister, tut 
especially for the minister who would labour 
among the Jewish poor ... He will correct all 
that is unwholesome in the Chebra system; for 
he will constitute religion a civilising and 
■oral force, instead of a power that nakes for 
ignorance and superstition, . and that numbs the 
rural sense. He will teach his flock that to 
patter strings of prayer without thought, and 
to go through a sort of ceremonial drill, is 
not the true duty of man; and by such doctrine 
he -will pull darn the Cheder, not at once, but 
slarly, brick by brick ... failing such a la­
bourer in the sacred vineyard, the work of 
morally acclimatising the Russian immigrant, and 
bringing the Chebras into closer relationship with 
the United Synagogue will proceed but slcwly«,,21

our sa.rce turn \:ue» against those who would want to "Anglicize"

Ju dal sb

suffering devils of the East End. They must be moralized and civil-
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This etitcrial eryhasises also that the neral Itwness and the mean

estate of tie Jewish poor 1ml -rant of the last Ind who ire attached

neither to the United Synagogue nor to any chevra is because they

l*lnf deprived of religious teaching; for outside the "Syna-are

•the task of quickening dormant religious feeling,"synagogue

Nowhere Is there the Idea that they are in dire need of aid because

they ore human h-ings, fellow Jews, who have been cut down by wia-

Tt^re is only the idea that they mist be madefortune and al site.

into nice little Englishown.

Thus again we return, by way of the Unitod Synagogue and

its East End Scheme, whose al-.liter will do the Job of turning ait

civilized Snglishaen, to the relationship between UNION, which is.

to be carried ait thrcu^i the United Synagogue, and ANOUFICATION,

ccccunity "The great experiment of Anglo-Jei-rry is Union The

CHRCNICIS seems to be worried that anything might begin the frag­

mentation of the ccnminity into parties which will destroy its "unity."

It is overly concerned with a possible schism in the commnity-wide

The CHRONICLE was overly concerned with a widening of

the spirit between the Berkeley Street Congregation and the ortho­

dox community (discussed above in chapter two), fearful of the

consequences that the movement towards "union" would be destroyed.

But it is predominantly with regard to the foreign poor and

their chevras in relation to the United Synagogue, its religious

authorities, and its East End Scheme tiiat the purpose of "union"

It has been shown that for the CiROtilCIE and the leaders of the
>23

gofue" Borillty is low slreie it is the essential nature o' the
,22

can be understood to be, according to the CHRONICLE and the

controversy with regard to the organ and ritual in the synagogue 
■’llquestion.
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CrMJh'IULF welcomes a movement, sens tine befcre the plan* of the

Federation of .Synagogues were carried out, of the clems to com­

bine lot • a union amongst themselves; for this rill bring then, the

7I.it A ILS ICATIJ; constituted the ultimate goal of "union*

One in 1896can be seen, for exampl , also in two editorials.

had Is the growing centralisation of power and control of the United

Synagogue over all ccrrtnal elements and synagogues and then, be-

places befx-e the cosainity, concludes with the necessity of consoli-

dating all parts of the community acre — by which it means, to

Thus, the creation

of csucixnal "union" has the purpose of anglicizing the immigrant in

tlat the most important factor in the Bast End Scheme, with a pejv

ainent minister, lecture and meeting halls, all "specially designed

to :®et the requirements of the Jewish working classes in the East

is its being a "center for missionary work" among the East

Here, it is revealed that the centralizing forces of "union" under

the United Synagogue, as it extends itself into the East End of

London by means of this "missionary center," have just this as their

End,"

cause of the threat which especially the East European immigrant

CiP.OHICLE assert*, into closer contact with the corarainity as a 

whole with the ultimate result that the condition of these "minor
25congregations" will he improved.

anglicize the foreign Jewish elenent — and to attain this by first 

attaeliing tha chevras to the United Synagogue.

tfie Jewish coosunity. And tha ether editorial, in 1896, points out

coomnal leaders, the ANJLIF 'ICATION of these foreign poor* The

European immigrant. And the reason for this, states the editorial, 

is that each Jew in the East End "sorely needs Anglicising."”'
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And in all this the CKROdICLE again proves itself to be the

foremost spokesman for tie leaders of the United Synagogue, and to

this extent f<r the ruling groups of the Anglo-Jewish eomnunity

who hold high the tanner of "union" in ord«r to assure themselves

of anglicising their urw-angliclsed and therefore uncivilized forelgn-

Not only 'is this relation-born brethem In the East And of London.

ship between •union" and A'- uLU'IUAlION revealed when the CPF.ONTOI£

asks for a minister who will be able to both morally acclimatize,

closer relationship with tt» United Syna -ogua. But this relation-

ship is brought sharply into relief in a very revealing editorial.

In this place the CHROMIC IE asks the question, "How are we to aid

these bre thorn of ears in their progress towards the higher stage

of culture offered by English life?" and how to prevent them from

disintegrating the cosmnity by destroying its "unity" which is

our synagogues, (by) breaking down their isolation ... (and by

English fashion, we can do

With more scrutiny of the attitudes expressed in the

CHRONICLE it is not difficult to realize that ANGLTFKATION of the

foreign Jewish poor is not the

reason for this, a reason which is basic to the reaction of human

beings who are afraid of losing something they prize very highly.

We find this attitude, which now occupies our attention, so fre­

quently expressed during the 188O*s that with a little reflection it

that is anglicise, t.« 1 ■mil grant and to bring tie chevras into
28

their) educating their children in an

nuch to change cur foreign poor into brethern who shall not only 

be Jews but English Jews."'^

its source of strength? The answer is that "by attracting them to

end of the matter. There is even a



51.

difficult to understa-id that tie great inundation of "un­is not

and un-anglidied East European immigrants during thiscent h*

is the ex;1!*nation for the frequency of this attitude anddecade

It states

that the purpose of the efforts on the part of the

ccmunal leaders is "to transform these struggling, forsaken breth-

ern of ours into Israelites whwe Judaism shall be at once a source

of Joy to themselves and ctf strength and credit to the cocnunity —

this is the work to be dene, and there can be none more noble."

Under the banner of noble deed and in behalf of the community —

remembering that by "the coanunity" the CHRONICLE makes reference to

the leaders — our scarce in other places tlirouiiiout the whole of

tills period cf our study becomes no more articulate in expressing what

it rears by "strength and credit to the community" when it says,

And the same is meant when the CHRONICLE supports the Board of Guar-

Again and again in almost the same words each time the CHRONICLE

diaitt, the charity agency of the Jewish community, in its purpose of 

anglicizing the "humblest person of the East End" which strengthens 

the "coanumil good name" and in its purpose of

"Cur fair fame is bc ind up with theirs; the 
outside world is not capable of making minute 
discrimination between Jew and Jew, and forms 
its opinion of Jews in general as much, if not 
more, from then than from the Anglicized portion 
of the cctT.nity. ><e are then responsible for 
then ..."31

lix» Intensity of feeling 

in an e liter 1*1^

"saving tie community from ’the defeat of Fame* 
wiiich would inevitably result were no attempt 
made to bring immigrants from Russia and Rou- 
mania within the influence of civilisation. It 
is not only' the welfare of the poor, EUT TrE 
REPUTATION OF THE C01WNITY NHICH IS INVOICED 
in US Eri-CRTS."32 (Capitalization mine)

on the part of the CHRONICLE.
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lifts this cry that the "popular estimate of the Jewish character

Tlaas It 1* se<n that the CHRONICLX, together with those

whoa It rappcrta in the cowBunity, appear apprehensive that the

Jewish Im i grants will cause a loos of reputation of the establisi*-

T'sey and the CHRONICLE are anxious concern­ed Jewish tailing groups.

anxiety they tend too «i:h to push consideration for the needs of their

poor fellow-Jsws into the background. Tiie CHRCNJDLX does thia when,

for example, it "admits that tie Chebras present a field of action

And so does Be ri Jamia L.

whan La appeals for more funds for

operation of the Board on the basis that if money is withheld now,

in the end more arti acre of the Jewish poor of the East Era! will b^-

coca permanent charges on public charity because they were not taken

care of properly at first, and thus the conumnity is the one who

sufl’es's. Though the CHRONICI£ states clearly that this is not the

higliest motive in caring for the Jewish poor, it thus is concerned,

as is the president of the Beard of Guardians, with the "market value"

of the "Alien In migrantAgain human considerations are pushed

aside, as they are in a representative editorial on the subject of

the "Alien Immigrant" who constituted the greater majority of the

ie in great neesire Moulded by the conduct of thehueblest hawker 

of ffhitechapel (in the Kist End)."-1'

which may be cultivated E7EX CTH rE-U.NIiHY Hi OF IT (capitalisation 

mine) by our men of light and leading,"^

Guardians for sending back to their "native places" from which per­

Cohen, the President of the Board of Guardiare in 1885, according to 

a report in the CbBOHICIE,'-

ing their position in the ccaauaity. Again it is found that in their

foreign poor of the East End. The CHRONICIE supports the Board of
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(•cation forced th® to flee, that imigrant* who remained unem­

ployed after a period of six months, concluding with the remark that

the cut la different for these who have alrea ty found jobe in Kngland,

wt-.o eibow signs of becoming liutustrlcus members of the cossainity, and

— these and these alonewho raise th«l r children as Kngllshmjn

Rrlatlcn cf Charity x-.' Iniiatrlilizatlon to A'lCLrETrA^IOll

That these are tie standards by which charity is to be

piwn leads us directly into the ratter of charity and industrial!—

sati on.

pcce cf the remainder z£ this chapter will be to expoee the desire '

on the part of the leaders of the coaaunity, and on the part of the

CHRCHICLE who represeris them, to help tie Jewish poor through charity
”1

and through industrialisation.

It las been demonstrated in the first part of this chapter

that beliind the usually noble cry for •union,* and behind the usually

generous attempt at helping isnig rants become adjusted to their newly

adopted larxl, there was in the CHRCtilCLE as in the leaders of the

conojunity an ulterior motive, born of apprehension over the status

of their newly won political emancipation and under the threat of

again beitig depicted in the popular mind as a loathsome creature —

an ulterior motive of conern for their own interests, their position

This motive though certainly not in all possi­

bility the only one, was one having the intent to manipulate the

"alien" Jewish imigrant in such

and their reputation.

a way that he would quickly blend

will be aided by the cureainity to become self-supporting, for these 

alone will dwee’t. houses be built.'’

These are ether frequent topics in the CHRCNICLE. Th* puiw
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with the anglicized protective colcration which the leaders of the

Anglo-Jewish corrunity had painted with painfully difficult and

of the Anglo-Jewry of thisA-ai though the predicament

11 understood (though however not condoning itsperi cd can be

attitude) sone I lea of tragedy Is conveyed in the pages of the

At the sir tine tint it expresses a desire to help theCIP.C !.7CLE.

innlgrant poor — but according to the needs, the position and the

refutation of tie ruling elearnts of the Anglo-Jewish community —

especially Airing the li~3*s and 1^90*8, the pages of the CHRONICLE

literally glutted with the acet excruciatingly painful andarc

nerve-wracking descriptions, reports and eye-witness accounts of

tl« attacks upon Jewish men, the violation of Jewish women and the.

ripping up of Jewish infants in Russia and in Poland and even in

North Africa. And it was those who sanaged to escape, and cone to

"havens" such as England, who were forced to "acclimatize" them­

selves nich like one tries to fit a large square peg into a small

round hole.

It is found that "charity and industrialization" in the

CIJfNICLE of our piericd have, besides the goal of ANGLIFICATION,

the urgency of an immediate but long-term economic need of the es­

tablished comainity. This need is seen in the fact that both

"charity and industrialization" had the same purpose of making the

but the ultimate aim here

is to lessen the burden of the established, almost fully anglicized

"Alien Immigrant" self-supporting, of finally rendering then inde­

pendent of charity.37 There is the obvious desire to aid them in 
nO 

their distress, so says the CHRONICLE,

ccwtly atro.es. ->istiltrly charity and industrialization had the

atro.es
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Jewish ccrminity, and especially the burden that the wealthier men

The burden admittedly was quite heavy, even for menhad to carry.

Vid therefore <xir soiree

frequently the kind of charity which helps the reci­

pient learn to sup: ort hitself and his fasdlyj thus would raary of

thoee who ask for clarity without anything done in return on their

part be able to relieve th‘s serious problem of the great number of

Jewish poor. Hero the CF.Cl.: LE plays up the responsibility of

tie recipients of charity in such a way that it would make it appear

tlat it is ntinly up to the Jewish poor class itself to relieve

their own distress.

and "to stimulate the .

Guardians with its Wcrk-rcoms and its Apprentice-system.' Thus it

follows tint those who are arable to support themselves, who find

themselves unemployed after a while, those who are idle because they

These are to sent back to their native places

In the sane place the CHRONICLE offers another pre­

requisite, tliat the community will aid those poor who "show signs

of becoming industrious members of the community and who raise their

children as Englishmen ..." Thus the ruling elements of the Anglo-

Jewish comcunity are to wield its double-edged sword to cut down

And so for a great purpose is

This is the work of the Board of

1*2

Therefore, “peer relief" must be "the means of exercising 
„hO

with thousands pounds of Sterling. 

Miphasiles' ‘

the industrial capacity of the recipient 

industrial paters of the pccr."“^

those who are urworthy and to keep away the unfit from its shores.

For poverty is truly ignominous

are not as yet self-supporting, these are not to be aided and helped 

through charity

or to be prevented from coning to the "haven" that is traditionally 
bll IX***** T»a «»ano nine® the P TJDnMTP T
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Th* CHRONICLE praises the "charity" of tietills sword brandished.

Board of Guardian* as the real kind of "charity* which discriminates

between deserving and undeserving poor and which is "the substitution

r.vi: wit r.'iie't: of ckirlty

On the contrary, this could be said to agree with taimonldes'

highest fern of giving charity, i.e, to finally make charity unnec-

Eut the purpose does not occupy such an esteemed positioncanary.

And this is just the point, that humanhigh on the scale of values.

consideration are alaent always ignored and the effect of the policy

The CHRONICLEof giving clarity is to withhold aid from the neediest.

asks for "charity," for Isolene sting the "industrialization" of the

Jewish pocr, for support for the Beard cf Guardians, fcr helping the

poor, for taking than out of sweat-shops, for improving their social

the burden of the eoonunity and of future generations. This, in

There is

of human suffering but only because in the end there will be less

policy for both. In fact, it is after the human deluge, resulting

writes of

its "satisfaction in seeing definite results from a definite outlay

and then continues to develop this theme with

of IraliatrUl help fcr doles in money or in kind — all this sight

,1*7

no appeal in all the pages of the CHRONICLE because of the exigencies

of tine and money,"

little reference to the human needs of tie Jewish poor.

from tlie terrible persecutions in Russia in tie early 1880*3, had 

settled in England that the CHRONICLE in an editorial'’'3

and physical condition, all predominantly for the sake of lightening 
1*8

need for money — and for worry. Charity is the best insurance

fact, was stated by its president in 1895 to be the major reason far 
giving more financial support to the Beard of Guardians.^
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The Board of Guardians, as the dcuble-ed^ed swcrd of the

Anglo-Jewish cominlty, was effective in saving the cowjunity a

This weapon also was to mitigate anxiety; forat deal f ::.

both "cfwrlty and In'istrlallaation," by means of aiding the pro­

of A'. iLlFITl.'It';, were to help protect the established eoMKe-crnn

nity and its leaders from supposed dire punishments, resulting

from an unass foliated, stiff-necked people in its midst. "Charity

and industrialisation" Served not only a very important need eco­

nomically, but also protected the reputation and petition of the

anglicised Jewish casualty.

'.That seriously impeded the precess of acclimatizing the

foreign poor is the condition cf their housing. Improving this,

providing thee with clean and sanitary dwellings, according to the

CHRONICLE, was one of the nest important methods of teaching the

been accustomed to in their :ative country.' This process of

acclimatizing, or anglicising, the Jewish foreign poor — which is

the large numbers of immigrants.'

It is with regard to the policy expressed in the CHRONICLE

on the subject of restriction of immigration that we test our hypo­

thesis tliat "charity" and AilGLIFICATION were to serve the interests

of tl» established Jewish community rather than the needs of "Alien

Imigrants." For if what has been posited was true, then the

ChRC'IICLE should have demanded restriction of all "alien" Jewish

But such was not the case, and this was due to otherimmigration.

complicating factors, of equal inportance to the CHRCNICIE, that had

the "problem of Anglo-Jewish Riilanthrcpy" — was impeded also by
52

"Alien Inmigrants" a standard of civilization higher than they have
51
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t!w effect of nodifying their position.

Now we have seen the reasons why the CHKNICLE, together

with the loaders of the ceaeunity, wanted to restrict and to liait

According to the development of our thesis,"alien” iml.’ratlon.

* or the established Jewish c<_wmnlty thethis that we do find.

locil era tian problem and the problem of the poor was severe because

there was tie Influx af a ^reat number of East European, lower class

(paupers and wcrkingwi) iailcrant s, who, because of their large

and their character and disposition, posed several typea oflumbers

threats First, they pceed an eco^^mic threat, notto the c occunity.

so such

CHRONICLE' ailntaine that the relatively few who do enter England

create no competition with the *nglish workingmen, and in the mid

ISBO’s when one would suppose that the swarms cf inmigrants would

pose such a darker, there is virtually nothing in tie CHRONICLE coi>-

°ut the economic danger was thought to be one facingccrnlng this.

the charity purse—strips of the philanthropic Anglo-Je«ish comru-

which these East European inmigrants pceed was social in nature:

Tint their extreme poverty, their not having learned a trade as yet,

aid their crushed spirit resulted in many of then resorting to crime

and sundry unpalatable trades — and these embarassed the comzunity

very ouch. As has been clearly outlined, there was also the threat,

so the established community thought, to their reputation, position

and vested interests because of the very nature of the East European

Jews of being wont to isolate themselves into little East European

that they would upset the economic stability because even the 

53

logically we would e^ «et to find such an attitude. And it is just

nity who possessed the means and the vested interests. Another threat
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And thus it was, in the face of the hcrdes cf Jews from

maintained that to solve "the

problem of Anglo-Joaish Philanthropy ... (which is) ... hew to

Anglicise the Foreign Poor," the con-unity must first "discourage

the ingress of undesirable lanigranti" and then attend to the housing

project.

makes it clear that the Board, the

charity-dispensing arm of the ccemnity, is committed to the poei-

fully sets forth the stand the CHRONICIE takes

in this issue. In this editorial it heaps rationalisation upon ra-

tioialication in support of the Board of Guardians’ decision to pre­

vent non-s elf-support! pg Jews from coming to England in order to

The reasons given arediminish the problem of the Jewish poor.

that unrestricted "Alien Immigration" will only increase the misery

neweotner will be unable to become self-supporting. Thus they are

better wisere they are now, where they know the language, where compe­

tition is not so severe and where they have sho.-.n they can earn a

living. Therefore it is right even to send them back to their native

places, as the Board has decided aid has done in some cases. But,

the CURCiilCIE continues, the case is different for those who al-

ready have found jobs here, who show signs of becoming industrious,

of both the newcomer and the Jews already in England; and that the

East following upon ths horrible persecutions in Russia of
1M1-2, tlat the Ctl.' ulLE In 1885?5

with romers e, "has done much In the past to embitter the relatione 

of the Jews and their neighbors." 4

inter in the same year the president of the Board of Guar­

dians in a letter to the eiltcr''

tion to "foster emigration, and ... to diminish immigration." An 
57 

editorial in 1885

ghettos in the midst of London. Such separatism, the CffiCKICLE says
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And, wa nay add, that. the Beard carried out this policyadvantage.

gued that it will actually discourage inmigration and'that thoee ur>-

And in other places, during the s.ime period, the

that the Board las the right kind

of clarity she n it discriminates between the deserving and the unde­

serving poor, because it and its policies arc the only salvation fran

It is against such obvious lack of consideration of the needs

raises its cry of

condemnation. It criticises the Beard and especially its chairman for

withholding charity from those with the most desperate needs and then

laments, "I am grieved to the heart to think that a properly consti­

tuted body as the Board of Guardians should, without the slightest

sense of shame, openly declare that their brethern in misfortune

But this is acould find ample relief in a Christian workhouse."

lone cry, except for a scattering of letters to the editor by persons

And even as late as 18?5, when the flood of immigrants from

East Europe has been reduced to a trickle, when the first waves of the

and who raise their children as Englishmen. Alling them is an

Kven Saw el Montagu, who supported tho existence of the Refuge, ar-

the overwhelming of the community by uncontrollable "pauperism and

its terrible consequences

of those who needed the help af their "brethern" the most that a 

letter to the editor (signed "Public Opinion")^

liy preventing the estalilishment of tie Refuge, the Jewish •ferkhouse, 
c-o

which would care for those poor who are not self-supporting.

employed after a while will be sent back to tie Continent from the 

Refuge.^

ClliD'iiCLE reiterates this attitude that only thcee who are already

60employed will be aided by charity,

with East European names.
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lA5j's have already settled in England snd have begun to blerxi in

with tlw English country-side, the CK.ONICLX makes Itself very clear

atrwasi of imigration mat be reduced to a ■inliwni." Then it

argues elorjiently and IV> that it is the very "refinemeut of

cruelty" to coax on these poor Jews to England or to the United

States and then Tira! that in these places "the industries affected

by these poor i migrants are overcrowded beyond masure and the very

existence of those now engaged in thea is Jeopardised by further ianl-

At the same tine it paints a picture of the sufferinggration."

Russian Immigrart. who, having left his family behind in the hope of

finding a better life in England or the United States, only to find

everything overcrowded, teen *mt begin ids way back to Russia —

oh I hew cruel I the CrRDhlCLE sighs. And because of tills it concludes,

the Beard of Guardians warns the "Alien Immigration" that restriction

creased energy." an editorial note states the

official position! " ... the supreme duty of the conuaunity ... both

for their (the immigrants') sake as well as for the well-being of

ths country ... is to dissuade and prevent and discourage further

immigration of tlie nature that swells the ranks of our poor and which

menaces us with difficulties with which one day we may find ourselves

altogether unable to cope." Certainly for the Jewish laboring and

pauper classes, the Jewish community was crowded — as were the fac­

tories and minor trades. But what could the Jew look forward to in

Russia except restrictions and crowded graveyards?

This attitude, we repeat, can virtually be deduced from the

whan It pleats, "In the i’teres^e of the poor people themself that 
,63

"is a right policy, which should be pursued vigorously and with la­

in the same issue,
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C.*.o:. a'LE's Tcwral attitude to the Jewish poor and pauperism in

11 ; i it 5 . v : ry. But there is a somewhat unexpected

t irn of events in 159$ and 1S?6 when conditions have changed. By

In the !■' J’s, as i as been described, the "objectionable traits"bly.

and the threats to the stability and reputation of the established

com-unity which the "Alien land-rant" brought with him were the ob-

All the CHRONICLE could talkJect of n:ch concern in the CHRONICUE.

about was the restriction of 1 nig rati on, sending the "alien" back

In early 1895, when inmigration had sub­

cried cut far its poor imnigrant "brethern"

for its

Tie eilitorial continues"illiberal" view of the "Alien Immigrant."

and says that on this cur Passover "by tie sacred memory of the free-

anpeal to our fellow English Jews!

"to shew thenselves less selfish ... There is 
far too much readiness on the part of the Je.vs 
to accept malicious and derogatory statements 
regarding the morality and spiritual condition 
of the isnigranta. There is far too little de­
sire to look below the surface ... he (the ,fest 
End Jew, i.e. the most wealthy) lias to learn to 
be less bigoted, less selfish, in his mental 
attitude toward his persecuted brother ... he 
Bust learn to make room for him at the table of 
Judaism ... He itay have to teach him to know 
his place, but a place must be found for him 
before he can knew it ... But it is not merely 
the selfishness of acting that we condemnj 
there is also a moral selfishness which is even 
less worthy of English Jews. The Russian Jew 
has been persecuted in his own country; he is 
maligned here. He is contrasted with the 
Huguenot, much to his disadvantage, for the 
Huguenot suddenly becomes endewed with im­
possible virtues, just as tie Russian Jew is charged 
with undeserved vices ..."

and criticises "a lar.je section of the Anglo-Jewish public"

to the! r native homeland.

aided, an editorial

rv< the attitude to the Ktst European inmigrants has changed percepti-

doa which the Hebrew race on the first Bassover in Egypt" won, we
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It is only here In this passage that the CHRONICLE first conceives

of the idea of >king a place far the lawiigrant rather than sending

him back without any such serious attempt.

In spite of this change of view, there is no need to revise

our iy'pothesis abet the attitude of the CHRONICLE to the foreign

Jewish poor when we realise Just to what extent by 1895 have condi­

tions changed since the 1 i’s. •<e can account far this shift in

attitude by the follewin;* factors. As r*>nttoned above, iiunigration

had greatly reduced by the aid lf9O’s. Niiat Is mare is that the

Federation of Synagogues had been established far eight years so

that by this time the East E-rc.ean immigrants, because the Federa­

tion had a quickening effect in drawing the foreign poor more and

into the anglicised Jewish conmunity, was assimilated to a moremore

or less coafortable degree. And thus the problem of the Jewish poor

Whereas in the 1830's

there was

fear on the part of the established community, now, because the fear

has been given reason to subside, there is this change of sentiment.

However, this change was die in large measure to another

very significant factor. Jhen a movement started in the English

coEuminity, supported by the Conservative Party in 1895 as a means of

gaining control of the government, to legally restrict "Alien Inmi­

gration" by an act of Parliament, the CHRONICLE becomes very agita-

This is so because of another factcr which the CHRONICLE dread-ted.

In an editorial early in 1895 theed even more than the others.

CHRONICLE clearly defines its attitudes

"Whenever we have had occasion to refer to

a compulsion to exclude and evict the immigrant because of

was not as severe as it was ten years before.
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Thia Belf-lqposed restriction is all right hit government restriction

of the "Alien Immigrant" is due to anti-Semitism. This is quite evi­

dent also in another editorial later in tie year when the CHRONICLE

compares the special leriolatlon to the yellow-badge of the middle

ages and then continues s

in its review of the year >656, the CHRONICLE states, "a favorable

form of distill ing anti-Jewish hostility in Kurland is by the advo­

cacy of restricting alien i .■Migration ..."

In this situation it mist be remembered that the Anglo-Jewish

conainity lad lust won complete political emancipation just at the

turn of the decade of tie 1870’s and most of the leaders of the coranu-

nity, as well as the editors of the CHROifICLE, remember tr.e bitter and

Thus to our source gevemaent restrictionembarrassing struggle.

would seem to be a reversion to the older discriminatory practices

of Her Liajesty’s government. Government restriction, above all, was

a conscious policy, thought tlie CHRONICLE, of those governments which

And this feeling continued even until the next Rosh Hashannah when,
69

■Practically the whole aritation against the 
Russian and Polish (Jewish) Immigrait is t>» 
result of an antipathy towards Jews, albeit 
racial rather Van religious. Rut our commu­
nity, who are ty no nea.-B unworthy of considera­
tion amongst the subjects of the Queen, do not 
deserve the antipathy nourished and fostered 
by Her Majesty’s Government ."88

the question of Alien Inni'ration we have op­
posed the adoption by tlie State of any measure, 
for excluding the inni Tants. But measure! 
taken to counsel tlie unfitted against coning 
are a totally different matter. Prevention 
Is one thin-’, repression is another ... The 
one Method is prompted by true human kindness, 
whilst l r exclusion of Alien Immigration by 
the power of the State is influenced by un­
worthy feelings of HACK HATRED ..."67 
(capitalisation mine)
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persecute ti» Jews. And thus because the CiiK4ICUt opposed this

policy, nor * topted by ths Conservative Party, with all its might,

we find imaqy e iltorials and editorial notes now supporting, defend­

ing, and exonerating the "Alien Immigration" from any damaging

Tim ClffiONICIE moreover defends the immigranttraits or behavior.

from the charge that he is responsible for the Industrial evils that

exist in England, and asks for his protection frcm "unfair cceipeti-

Arid in many Issues towards the end of

18?5 the CitiCNICIZ runs special columns of "Notes on the Alien Xm.nl-

grant," devoted to armwering the m-y charges agaitet him by means

of its own expressed opinions and by allowing letters sett to its

on beb-alf of the Jewish casualty. there is much

□uterial and marshalling of facts xid arguments to show that the Jew­

ish imigrants are not and have not been displacing the English work­

ing da; 3, that women are competing with English labor more than the

Jewish immigrants, and that (in opposition especially to the EVENING

STANDARD) the immigrant does not give the magistrates extra trouble.

They do not spread dangerous opinions because these aliens, in spite

of the persecution they suffered, favor the nut conservative type cf

since Judaism is opposed to violent and sudden changes.government,

Ttiere are other reasons, important to the CHRONICLE, for not

wanting immigration restricted by the government. One such reason is

that government restriction is a form of "Protectionism" while it

chacpions Free Trade. It maintains that anti-Alien legislation is

a form of protectionism and states, "It is important to remember

tion" and from "ths prey of those who carry on trade under vile and 

reprehensible conditiotm ." ■'

own publication and to the English dailies speak on its behalf and ■

71In one issue 1
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that they (who support it) are 'Protectionists’ in trade as well as

in travel, and t'.at the final end of their policy can only be to

itvtiwr arr^aent which the CHRONIC!! uses is that England

has always bsnsflttsd by laaigration of foreign labor." On this point

our source quotes respected authorities, especially Asquith, the

to evict by government law the u.nemployed poor.

In the same article, Sir Julian Goldsnid is used to confirm these

statauents and quoted as saying that "England owes some of its indus­

tries to alien imigrarts, (notably) the trade in cheap but good

And in

the CHRONICLE uses Asquith when he says that "England

of all nations has gained most from the free circulation and carpe­

tition of labour" and thus would suffer meet from exclusion of foreign
l

labor. Late in 18?7 the CHRONXCIE states its attitude precisely:

i

I

I

■There are not * few of the industries which 
are meet prosperous in this country, which 
have brought us the greatest profit, which 
have helped us to maintain car command of the 
narkets of the world — there are not a few 
of these industries wr.lch we ewe to the 
Alien isoizrartts. Jirr is there any popula­
tion in tie wo-Id which derives so much 
material benefit frea free access to Holds 
of labor in other countries beyond the seas."

life larder for the worker, to Increase tlie cost of living with*

72

"The real question involved in the discussions 
on alien immigration is whether, in order to free 
English workingmen from the additional conpeti- 
tion of a few hundred adult male Jews who arrive 
each year from Russia to settle in England, we 
should abandon our traditional policy and give 
every country and colony a precedent for exclud­
ing Englishmen."‘5

Hear Secretary, whtm the C.r.. NIdE lets speak against the proposal 
71He states, J

clothing introduced in London by the Russian refugees." 

vli another place
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This appe*l to the traditional policy cf bngland as an argument

against legal restriction cf ionigration was In its cwn tine born

out of economic reasons, if we remember the expansion cf England’s

Industry dbrir< the prwcecdi:i< periid, the middle of the century,

and its needs far a large working class of cheap labor. Rit new

when abandonment of the tra;!itlotwl policy wculu net deprive indus­

try of workers, cur source is forced to look to other consequences

of giving up the old policy, such as repercussions from other govern-

' ;l a • 1; t < T '■ fr ' - . I ; Whatever be the real conse-

queacos, wliat is important here is that the ttends of the immigrants are

net even mentioned as involved in the central problem.

Thus, again, we Dust point out that the foreign Jewish poor

of their "market value." cited

above, w.ere ttie re is an eloquent ap.eal on behalf of the "alien"

nity. Then, in conclusion, the CHRONICLE states, "Who can say what

of hard-working, law-abiding artisans?" In fact seldom in our source

is there any clear statement that help must be given to the immigrant

and to ttie poor simply because he is in need of it.

And tims to summarize the whole matter of the restriction of

"alien" immigration it is safe to assert that according to the ex­

pressed attitudes of the CHRONICLE and according to the actions ard

opinions of the community, "charity" for tie foreign Jewish poor had

motives related to the needs of the ruling groups of Anglo-Jewry but

economic advantages England nay not deprive in the fixture desperate 

competition in the industrial world from the accession of a number

immigrant and a condemnation of the "selfish" elements of the rrrni-

are defended in part because of the profit motive, that is, because
76This is evidert from an edit trial,
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net to these of the immigrants themselves; that tie CHRCNKLE'a

defense of the character and traits of the last European ianr! grant

and its o^ioeition to government restriction of foreign lanlgratlon

was due also to needs of the upper eschelcns of the Jewish conBinity

rather than the newts of refugees free persecution. And when It is

considered that the starx’ard of Judgment of the CHRl'NCCLE Is not

the needs of the Jewish laealgrart but rather their market value and

their employability, then It becomes clear that the CHRONICLE assumes

the attitudes and thinking in this matter characteristic of the

middle and upper classes.

This represents the adoption on the part of the CHRONICLE cf

w<at was known as the ■Victorian Compromise," and to the extent that

this was the economic-political philosophy of the middle and upper

classes at this tine in England it can be said that the attitude

and position of the CHRONICLE is itself in this respect well angli-

This compromise wascir.ed — thus is ANJLIr’ICATION manifested here.

th-e result of the ecenosiic and political developments of nineteenth

century England tliat witnessed the farther entrenchment of the con­

trolling power of tie middle classes in relation to the aristocracy, >

and also the begi iviing of the rise to enfranchisement and thus politi­

cal expression of the lower classes. This compromise (as described

in the first chapter) was the policy of the ruling groups in England.

It was the alliance of the middle classes and the aristocracy in

order to retain and strengthen their power and control, in opposi­

tion to the lower classes, by adopting towards them a limited

paternal attitude and policy which was expressed in the positions

taken with reference to Free Trade vs. Protectionism, labor and
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socialism, alien imigratien, and "industrialization of th* wcrking-

class, alien-ianigration, and charity."

It has been especially concerning the latter — that the

ClUOHTCUE !aa Iwen seen to !«ve adopted the Comprccilse is its way

Such a philosophyof thinking and as its program for the conruntty.

excluded "toe ssxch" protection but favored a limited paternalistic

Tile disavowal a£ such protection is seen when theattitude.

that the way is not ty ary planned

"Any pampering sch/sce uf 'protection1 is to be deprecatedachera:

as economically unsound and utterly useless," such as would be

the case if there would be government restriction of "alien" irwii-

In an editorial note in 1x95 the CHRC.'dCIE maintains that:gration.

Hex-e the need for United, paternalistic protection for the working

class is articulated: they have to be helped and guided but not pam­

pered. Even though the CHRONICLE does not clearly separate these two

supposedly different attitudes to the working-class so as not to ire-

vclve itself in a contradiction, it is unambiguous when it clains

sevex-al tines that it is Judaism which has always championed the

cause of labor, has always in its

as against the capitalists, has chanpioned Ills rights and his welfare

and tie amelioration of his lot, and tliat the "Bible is at once the

own laws protected the workingman

"These Acts (Factory Acts) are jassed far the 
protection of the worker against himself as 
well as against his aaplcyer ... It is be­
cause ... the worker is not able of his own 
motion to carry on his vocation in the manner 
best calculated to forward his o.m interests 
and those of the ccmrunity, that government 
stejis in with such laws (i.a. with the Fac­
tory Act just presented to the House by 
Asquith).

CHRDSilCIJt, in discussing hew to help to improve the "industrial 
77 

condition of the poor," states
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labourer’s charter and textbook."^ in fact, the CHRONICLE asserts

that the Berlin labor Conference is definitely a Jewish idea and

•txt "the social-political legislation which is now being promoted

k-xy rid. Education to V.c.Ln'TA~ICMRelatten cf P.el f.-., Crt

In addition to •union," and "charity and industrialization" as

Beans to Ah’OLL-ICATICh' of the foreign Jewish poor, the CHRONICLE indi­

cates other reins that are also to serve this ideal goal in the pro­

files elonged emergency created by the problem of tin immigrant poor.

other means to ANjIIFICATICN are to be found in the CHRONICLE'S con­

cept of religion and orthodoxy, and of educatlon-for-the-working-man.

With regard to the first, there is fairly clear evidence of the relation

of religion to the ultimate purpaee of the established community to

anglicise the "alien" imaignnt. In connection with the agitation in

1865 over the continued existence of the Refuge, the Home for the Poor

just off the boar from East Europe, the CHRONICLE writes that the

Home has kept ttese poor Jews from the synagogue (i.e. those cf

the CHRONICLE tries to explain the "moralungodly. In an editorial

lowness" of the inmigrant by referring to many of them being un­

attached either to "the Synagogue" or the chevra, and thus tteir

moral nature is stunted by being deprived of religious teaching.

The lack of religion, then, is the cause of what is considered as

in Cliurch Lane, which had been set up to take care of the inmigrants 
.81

in Biros# fa- the benefit of the workingman is due to Semitic inspir­

ation." ’

the Anglo-Jewish commnity) and thus they renaln unreligious and
82
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the historic consclousnesi and cor»-

tlrwity of Judals* swans that the Jew will always be faithful to

"■oral perfection* -- »r»l, as it has been shewn in this thesis, the

ealKxllnent of •• rtl perfection" in English—Jewish life is included

In wliat we have termed A'CUTXATICN.

that the purpose rf relicioa is "to idealise morality, religion

is the way of attaining the goal of the "moral perfection* inherent

in the AE3UFKATZ0M Ar.glc-Jerish life. "Moral perfection," then,

la the safeguard of Eaglisb-Jewish Life — and also 13 AN3HFICATI0N

Itjust because it embodies "acral perfection. Thus religion — and

net forgetting the context, Judaisa in England — 13 the means of

achieving it.

the relationship we are examining

clearly prevails: in proposing that in the East End there be a

minister with special kjualifications to deal with tie Jewish peer,

who will destroy the chevras with his superior Anglo-Jewish religion,

the CMRCNKLE maintains that "he will constitute religion as a

civilising and moral force," that is, the kind of religion made in

Such work as he must do is necessary in the task ofEngland.

"morally acclimatising the Russian immigrant." Thus, again, the

workings of religion, of Judaism in England, is indispensable in

In fact, the East End Schema of thethe processes of AI.'GUFICATIOH.

used to anglicize the foreign Jewish poor. the

CHHONICIE clearly states that the religious-educational program of

the proposed synagogie of the Scheme will be the core of a nission-

Hnited Synagogue is the embodiment of this idea that religion can be

T -U .86in an editorial

Since our source believes

«8h

85In another editorial,

tlie antitliesis of ANGUFICATIOM, ■■oral lowness" and ungodliness.

Put, analyses the C’.-BOMICIX,^
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• ry progHB which will anglicise the J«ww the lest ^nd who sorely

need it.

Nor, although there are several conscicusly stated and artic­

ulated expressions revealing this relationship between religion and

A<jU>'ICATI.1, nevertheless there is abundant evidence here, as in

the case of other Issues, which la implicit and subtle rather than

But it is unnecessary to base conclusion®explicit and articulate.

solely on conscious stat events of purpose and attitudes of the

CiMWICDJ. To exclude the significance of what it is partially or

wholly unconscious of would be to lose understanding of what the

attitudes and pregrass of the CrEC.IICIE actually mean with reference

to ti« Anglo-Jewish coswsu.nl ty. To do this would be to presuppose that

cur source is fully conscious of what it redly wants and Fully aware

of the isylication and effects of its attitudes and policies. But

this cannot be admitted with regard to any source of Inman expression.

Therefore, although some of tie references offered above are clear

as to the relationship of religion and ANGLIFICA’.’ION, still there

is sone evidence which supports our hypothesis only by virtue of its

being potentially corroborating evidence which does not violate or

contradict any relevant hypotheses or any other evidence. Moreover,

such Implicit evidence does corroborate our hypothesis because it

is amblguoua if out of the context of the hypothesis we have posited

but no longer ambiguous when placed there. And in the context of

our hypothesis this evidence is just what we would expect to find.

matter of orthodoxy, there must be muchWith regard to the

more caution in drawing conclusions to support the hypothesis that

it is one of the means to AlMLIFICATrON. Only in the sense that it

coswsu.nl
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constitutes a wins of c?-ririal control and suthortty, vid thus

supports and aids the coixuwal status quo sn.i stability, can It

There is a wealth of material withbe said to be one of the means.

tlei id-a t.mt orthodoxy and traditional Judaism (the kind at

llglaia Ilf* characteristic of the greater majority of the Anglo-

arid Is In complete harmony with his well-being.

Happiness is a conconitant of the orthodox way of life, not of the

Orthodoxy is the only sure way to become truly

Therefore, one east con­

clude, orthodoxy, ala Angl>-J««ish style, is a necessity, as is

A special

with our source's editorial policy explains that the resistance to

At this point, one would have to aria it that orthodoxy is

tiie only kind of religion suitable for all men. But there is other

Material, clearly implying a further conclusionj and this conclusion

is based on the following cumlative reasoning which is staggering

in its effect when we have placed all the arguments together. Not

"that whom the law protects is

but also it has been "the spirit of Torah, in the

the Mosaic Code is necessary far the very
88

only has traditional Judaism affected English jurisprudence with a

Jewish ctwsTunl'y) based on 

nature of ran''

principle basic to civilizations 
oh the obedient,1*

Reform or liberal spirit of the age, and is the solution to all of 

life’s problems.
, *’3■oral. Traditional Judaism has been, and certainly is, the basis 

91 for the respect and honor paid to Jews.

change and fashions in religion avoids endangering the "whole fabric 

of Jewish institutionalism."'^

ecclesiastocal discipline and "church government" in order to "direct" 

the entire Jewish ccaocaity of the British Empire.

columnist (a rarity in the Ctl.l.'ilJLE of this period) in consonance
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It has been the ’chief

factcr in tin prcgrvse and expansion of the Ecpire"; it las been

reep<*wlhl« fur saving England from the atheism of the French Revolu­

tion} and the epirlt of Tcrih has been responsible ftr the spirit of

the Liberal Party and f<r ths triunph of *'ree Trade. In fact,

Thus, the effect of all these arguments upon the Jewish reader of

One would feeltl® Late nineteenth century is not unappreciable.

his duty to support the exist!rg institutions of all English life.

It is in this

and orthodoxy has the effect of seeking to gain further support

for tie existing Jewish ccnzsinity, for the policy of its leaders

of AtJGLXFIUATION, and for the RNGLIFICATION of its institutional

life, and support also for tire existing structure of the general

English coacunity . This may not have been the conscious intention

of oia- source's opinions on orthodoxy. Still this is their ultimate

effect.

In connection with the matter of education for the working-

iien, there are cany consciously stated attitudes. It has been

shewn previously that the CHRONICLE and leaders of the community

have expressed innumerable times the need for raising the level of

“In no country have tlie teachings of the Torah 
been tak>wt Bare Zealously to heart, and no­
where have they produced more splendid results. 
The development of *r»tli»h constitutional liber­
ty ... may be aeasured by the statistics of the 
circulation of the did Testament in the 
country .“So

cocpelled, net only to be Jealous in supporting orthodox Judaism 

in England, but also, and even sore, reaching, one would feel it

fens cf the Old Testament in England," which has been responsible 
o< 

for all that is good in the English nation.

manner that what the ClRffiUCIE oays about religion
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the Jewish "alien" lartlirant both morally and spiritually. In aost

The burden

that the purpose

of the "Jewish Working Men's Club," as of the Beard of Guardians,

to solve the problem of the Jewish poor by emphasizing the in-was

thus, the spreading of knowledge is the thing. the

CHHCKICLB praises the effort of the Russian and Polish poor Jews in

establishing for thexselves reading and lecturing rooms Ln order to

raise their educational statue and thus assimilate themselves into

Thus education of the innigrant workingmen, who poseEnglish life.

so such cf a problem far the established cocmunlty, is a means to

JUIGLIFICATIOH, and thus, according to the CHRONICLE and the leaders

of the community, a way of solving the problem of the Jewish poor.

In this chapter we nave seen tie relationship of "union,"

■charity," "industrialisation," religion and orthodoxy, and educa­

tion to AhdLIUCATIOb (in the CHRCNICLE published between the years

of 1870 and 1897) They are meant to solveas ueans to the latter.

tiie problem of the established cotanunity because they aim at, or

should be made to aim at, supporting the comrunal status quo, and

protecting the reputation and vested interests of the Anglo-Jewish

In realizing that all of these had ulterior motives andcocrtunity.

purposes (at least within the period of our stuity), it is also

realized that the attitudes and policy of the ruling groups of the

fwlls upon the method of education to accomplish such a tremendous
96

of these references they have sugi^sted that this can be done largely
97

by lectures and by addresses by competent persons.

tellectual method of lep-arting information and accumulated wisdom — 
. . . . 100And elsewhere

task at acel Im’.iaing and anglicising these imtgrant working-sen.
99Ttwi CHRC.'iELE states very plainly in an editorial’



cccrainity, with whaw the CHRCKIuLS identified itself, are directed

•t the needs of the established ccmunity acre than at those of the

Jewish 1mlgrint poor*

Bit t! • whole situation becomes clearer when it is also

real land that w' at tie CtTXfiICI£ and these ruling elements thought they

were d >inp, besides taking e ire of the established community, is pre­

cisely to care for the needs and wants of tlie ".alien" immigrants.

There Is no claim on our part that there Is a conscious effort to

deceive, or to care fcr tir foreign Jewish poor only ty caring for

bather what we have done lias been to viewtiie established community.

the attitudes and programs of the CrROtlluLE as having the conseTuences

of aiding the Jewish ianignnt poor, not really in accordance with

their needs, but actually in accordance with the supposed needs of

the established Jewish ccmanity. No one can conclude from our

hypothesis that it implies that the CHRONICLE and the established

community should adopt attitudes and policies only for the foreign

But what is implied — and even asserted categorically —

is that the CHRONICIK is a source fcr the histoiy of the Anglo-Jewish

ccmunity of this psriod which goes along with the ruling groups of

that corxninity in advocating the solving of the problem of the Jewish

poor and taking care of than according to their own needs and vested

interests: that is, AMUFICATION is the solution.

When this is attained, the CHROillCLE and the leaders of

Anglo-Jewiy thou$it that their connunity would be safe because the

benefits of ANGLIFICATIOII were to protect and to bolster its position,

its reputation, and its vested interests, and to perpetuate the status

Jewish poor.
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that is, to perpetuate the basic relation* between the ele-

Bente of A<lo-Jewish society and also the basic solutions as

inat.l tut localised. And especially since collet* emancipation had

receXly been won after a long and often bitter struggle, neither

tl>e CiROXTCUE nor t r letters of Anglo-Jewry were going to perait

Mot even a Hersl or a Jewish State!ecoeunlty.

anything or anyone to weaken or to threaten the structure of their



Chapter Four

•.71.it "The Jewish Problem" Jas

To the CHRONICLE, the "Jewish Problem" had two aspects

which aro not difficult to ascertain even by scanning its pages

Tl« first aspect is violentthroufjiout the period cf 187O-18R7.

persecution and discrimination abroad. This phise of anti-Semi­

tism occupied a tremendous amount cf space in the CHRONICLE all

throu^i the period with which we are dealing, but especially in

the 1880’s and in the first part of the 189O’s. Knowing how burdensome

the problem of the "alien" immigrant was to it, our source looked

upon these upheavals in East Europe, in one aspect, as the direct

cause of the continuing and at time inundating flow of poor immigrants

from that area.

Throughout the 1870*3 the pages of the CHRONICIE are replete

This is their "Jewish

Problem" as it manifested itself in England in the form of verbal

attack and discrimination from certain quarters other than the gov­

ernment, a characteristic which to a great extent distinguished the

"Jewish Problem" at home from the "Jewish Problem" abroad. In any

case the "Jewish Problem" ‘was a threat, a direct threat, to the es­

tablished, anglicized Anglo-Jewish communityt violence and wide-

scale discrimination abroad, as in Russia, Roumania, and North

Africa, threatened the community with an undiminishing supply of the

Jewish poor and with all the dangers the established community could

with the other aspect of the "Jewish Problem."

SOWTICN TO "THE JE.7ISH FROBIELft ANGUFICATION

%25e2%2580%25a2.71.it
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Problem" at horns also posed a constant threat to the reputation and

position —• and therefore to the vested interests — of its ruling

groups, tl>e Jewish middle and upper classes; and the efforts to com­

bat it at home took the form of protecting tlie enancipation which

had been so dearly and laboriously won not too long ago.

Quite often, especially during the 1870’s, the CHRONICLE

published short, but special reports of sane offensive depiction of

the Jew, his character or his religion.

which, quoting an English

publication, the ATHENAEUM, gives voice to its own sentiments in

reply to Bishop Derry’s accusation in TIE IEADING IDEAS IN THE GCSFEL.

There he vituperates the Jews as money-hungry and degraded creatures

In an editorial, "The

the CHRONICLE tells that in most instances

in Thackeray and Dick-

All such depictions — and there were many, according to theons.

indications in the CHRONICLE — understandably posed a threat to the

kind of life tint the Jewish ruling and leading groups had built and

created over tlie years in England. On the other hand, the "convex—

editorial articles deal with them frequently throughout this period.

Though at times the missionaiy platforms sent out false information

what really bothered the CHRONICLE is clearly

attacks professional conversionists "because their activity assumes,

_ f
> i

from what they were before the time of Jesus.

Jew in Modem Fiction,

the Jew is pictured as Icathscme and mean, as

And many editorial articles, 

too, deal with this theme, such as the one^

about customs aid ways of Jewish life and also "ridiculous claims" 

about Jews in general,

revealed in an editorial of February 1873. There, the editorial

sionists" were a thorn in the side of the community. Reports and

imagine, as has been discussed in the previous chapter. The "Jewish
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But this is ina.tnissable, even inpossible, with regard to the Jews

because the' aro on the 8 lrne high level of civilization and culture

it can be seen with clearer insight now why the problem'of the East

European innlgrant was so urgent in the mind of the established

To allow this unassimilated, crude mass of people tocommunity.

remain in England unchanged and isolated would only serve to render

the entire Anglo-Je.ri.sh cocszinity most vulnerable to attack and dis­

crimination, especially when it is remembered tint the CHRONICLE and

leaders of Anglo-Jewry thought that the foreign poor obviously pos­

sessed a lover level of civilization and culture than what is proper

and acceptable for Englishmen.

The Causes fr Anti-Semitism

The CHRONICLE abounds in material dealing with explanations

always consistent and the nature of them depends to some degree on

what country the CHRONICLE speaks of and the period of time with

Discussing the reasons for anti-Semi-which our source is dealing.

tism in 1881, what the horrible Russian persecutions were just beginn­

ing and when the discrimination in Roumania and tie Judenhetze in

Germany had been going on steadily but not too strongly, the CHRONICLE

sets the tone for all its analyses of this problem. It speaks of

tain traits of the Jews themselves. where tie

analysis is meet clear, the CliRO’ilCIE shows how the historical processes

as it rorst, some Izprovrnent in those who are to be converted."4

the direct causes as being both economic-political reasons and cer­

ia one editorial,"’

highest in the world. Thus

of the reasons for the "Jewish Problem." The explanations are not

an Englishmen, which of course is the
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evolved whereby the Jew was denied wealth in the fern of land but

Then itInstead accuaulated great wealth in the form of capital.

abates,

That the CHRONICLE singles out the traits of Jews, especially

those of East European Jews, is one of tie most obvious characteris-

*or exasple, it hails the establishment of thetics of air source.

•Society for the Promoting of Knowledge* among the Jews of East

Europe as a counter-agent against the extremism of the Jews there who

"remain narrow and opposed to the spirit of the age" and thus helps

old ghetto, Talmud-ridden life to the new age. "Everything," our

source continues, "which aids the intellectual progress of Russian Jews

helps indirectly to raise the status of Jews throughout the world who

largely recruited from Russia Poland" — our source thus refersare so

to the situation in England itself. This is a c ocunon theme in the

CHRONIC IE which maintains that the treatment of the East European

If you don’t believe this, the CHRONICIE would interject, just look

at the "anglicized" Jews in England.

The specific relatiorehip of the traits of the East Euro­

pean Jew and his persecution is again and again explained by the

This relationship takes the form of a causal connectionCHRONIC IE.

between these traits and the actions of the government, something

which reveals our source in its true light:

those Jews to avoid the "evil effects" of tie transition from their

6

"It is this possession of money and ... the 
ostentation with which it was used that have 
been the direct causes of persecution. Re­
ligious antipathy My have fanned the blaze 
but envy of coaaercial success lias always lit 
the fLines.*

7
Jew, as well as Jews all over the world, is dependent on his traits.
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Arid in still another editorial:

Thus the CHRONICLE points ait that tliese "objectionable

"It is, therefore, to the intolerance of the 
ruling classes that we can always trace back 
popular ill-will against tie Jews.

" ... if there are objectionable qualities to 
be discovered in Jews living in certain coun­
tries, the cause is to be sought in intolerant 
restrictions which have produced social dis­
abilities that in their turn bring about certain 
anti-social feelings in the Jews ... at the pres­
ent nonent (June, 1881), the Jews ... are not. 
altogether blameless. The offending governments 
have their duties to perform, but the Jews have 
likewise reciprocal duties to remove all sources 
of objection ...

"Persistent persecution of a whole race can 
scarcely fail to prodice evil effects ... 
all tie ’narrowness,’ all tie 1 tribalism1 of 
the ’hard-shell Jew* is due directly to the 
unholy exercise of power which lias kept the 
Jews crushed in a way that cannot be parallel­
ed. Here then we have the true cause of this 
puzzling problem (the "Jewish Problem") ..."9

" ... it cannot be denied ... that they (the 
East European Jews) possess several qualities , 
which are not calculated to endear them to 
the peoples among whoa th.-y dwell ... that 
the raw, unfledged ’Polock’ starts with manners 
which are likely to raise ill feelings among 
tie neighbors whom he calls ’goyim.’ Tie 
fact rer.ai.TB that these qualities do exist in 
him and have in large measure been the occasion 
of the recent outbreaks against the Jews.

"They (the Jews of Russia and Poland) must cease 
to give an excuse for exceptional legislation by 
ceasing to be exceptional in their manners and 
dealings with their fellcw-citizens ... narrow-­
minded exclusiveness and slavish obedience to 
mere habit ... opposition to all modern ideas 
of the most violent character."10

"The Russian intolerance against the Jews is, 
practically speaking, the root of all evil in 
Judaism throughout the world ... and the 
rurrow and rigid ultra-orthodoxy of the Polish 
Jew is mainly an outcome of tie intolerance on 
tiuj part of his superiors."8
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— and anti­

Hut at this tine, 1881, they are the "excuse" for theScnltiam.

The CHRONICLE'S insist does include the realisationpersecution.

tint the initial source of persecution has been the government and

the ruling classes, and not the East European Jews themeelves:

Still tie CHRONICLE is ncrtidly preoccupied with the so-called "objec­

tionable traits" of East European Jews as seen here in the quota­

tions offered, thus rendering these "qualities" with un<iie iepor-

There is seldom an instance when ourtance and causal significance.

source denounces the actions of the government without bringing in

tie specter of these “traits". The effect of this preoccupation only

serves to highlight the CHRONICLE'S anxiety concerning the East

European immigrant Jewish poor in their am land.

Elsewhere the basic cause is made out to be something quite

In tie same period, 1881, an editorial argues with Pro-different.

fessor OolJwin Smith, an anti-denite of a gentle nature:

Here, the traits of the East European Jew are not the primary

"To oppress, and then to blame the victim for 
the evils which not he, but oppression, has 
created, is the veriest inanity."12

I

I

" ... we contend that they were in the past per­
secuted for their religion; and if they are now 
persecuted for what he pleases to call their 
tribalism this is itself the result of thoir 
adherence to their religion ...

traits" of East European Jews are the result of a long policy of 

intolerance — even an intense religious intolerance^

"Let us grant secondly what the Professor con­
tends about much of the Judenhetze, that it is 
directed rather against Jews as different from 
their neighbours in manners and customs tian 
as holders of a special religion, tut what 
has brought about difference in customs? Re­
ligious persecution in the past and in the pres­
ent in Russia ..."13
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The root of the East European Jews* trouble is his strongcause.

adherence to his religion, although in two distinct places the
>

CHRONICLE argues that the very nature of Judaism itself is not in-I

One article concludes that the de­volved directly in the causes.

Jectlorvible sanitation habits of the East European Jews, are "the

The other arises that, in all modern perse­

cutions, the religious zeal that was supposed to be responsible for

the excesses were only excuses which used the name of religion to

hide the real causes for cob action; little has been the concern for

into the explanations of persecution in which'This leads us

the CHRCMCLE dees attain sene insight and perspective. It alnost

reaches a full insight into the natter when it says,

If the CHRONICLE did feel compelled to judge solely on the basis of

wlietlier a countiy espouses "free trade" or not, perhaps it would have

continued with its partial and initial insight here which places the

source of anti-Semitism in the sphere of commercial activity. That

measures against the Jews lave something to do with the conscious

policy of a government the CHRONICLE seems to realize here, but no

more than this.

Of all the analyses of anti-Semitism in the CHRONICLE the

I

"It is the aim of Russia to develop her interior 
trade, and to achieve this aim s!b las adopted 
the suicidal method of protection. Now, the Jews, 
above all men, represent international commerce 
and the principle of free trade. Thus purely 
from coctjercial principles, it might seem ad­
visable to take advartage of any means to re-, 
strict their influence on Russian commerce."T&

the differences between dogmas of the Church of England and Judaism in 

Queen Anne's tine, and even in other countries today.

result of their Russian, but certainly not specially Jewish concep­

tions of sanitation.
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most superior as far as having Insight is an article written ty

Hatcvr, the insight of the CHRONICLE does reach approx­

imately Mat which was quoted in the paragraph above, and seems to be

tines the CHRONICLE does explain persecution of and 'discrimination

goodly aaount of abstruseness, as when it

policy of the Conservative Junker Party who want to gain pcwer by

But this explanation is found in the context

of decrying "the

Tins what insight there is here is always related to theto adopt.

CiROHICLE again relates anti-Senitism to basic struggles going on

witliin tlie national economy and political set-up when, in 1881, it

blames the strains on Germany's resources by emigration and military

service as the roots of anti-Semitism there; and on Bismarck insofar

In the same year,

anottier editor attributes Russia's continuing restrictions and

persecutions of tlie Jew as "anything to divert attention from the

social sores that are consuming the heart of Russian society ..."

kind of adequate explanation when it asserts that anti-Semitism

is a result of the decline or disintegration or basic difficul­

ties of a nation, a way of solving its problems; and when, in

analyses the troubles of the Germn Jews in mid 1890's as due to a

against Jews with a

protecting the high price of corn and thus use the Jews, the conpeti- 
1 c 

tors of this program.

as he was diverting tl» attention of tie disaffected class from "the 

disastrous results of his iron policy.T- t1----------------

Emile Zola and appearing in the Paris FIGARO, which the CHRONICLE 

17 quotes. 1

aiming in the general direction of Zola's depth of thought. For at

new protection" which the German Conservatives want

evils of "protectionism" and to the rejection of "free trade." The

And the CHRO2IICIE has what might be considered as bordering on seme
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I
it makes the reason for persecution of the Jew

hie being needed as a scapegoat for evils suffered and also the lack

of economic progress of tie nation, this agitation (in Germany, 1881)

being "finned by the not uninfluenti.il clerical party, winked at

by the riling powers, end countenanced by the academies. ..."

!low, it is evident that ire have gone beyond the theme of the

two previous chapters, of the identification of the CHRONIClE's atti­

tude and viewpoint with the ruling elements cf tie Anglo-Jewish and

English communities, the aid He and upper classes, unless it be
I

admitted that the CHRDalCIB's analyses of Anti-oemitism — though

when considered as a whole are somewhat inconsistent — attains pro­

foundness of insight insofar as it is an organ of communication of

the classes wb.Q possess "the high cultural" tradition. Je have gone

beyond this point in order to ascertain other limitations of our

source, and one of these has been found to be understanding of the

reasons and causes of anti-Semitism and persecution of the Jew. The

further, and periape real, limitation of its analysis will be seen

with regard to the conclusions it draws concerning how to put an end

to anti-Semitism in all its ferns.

Certainly the attitude of the CURCMICIE to the East European

immigrants and his "objectionable traits" is die to at least in large

measure to class antagonism. For it is usually the middle and upper

with sanitation and cleanliness

as a virtue, with proper and cultured religious and social ideas and

I

customs, and thus disdain what they consider to be the lower level 

of civilization of the lower classes. Mius does our source's atti-

classes who are concerned with refinement of manners, with etiquette,

22 with decorum in religious services,

21 another editorial,*"

uninfluenti.il
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tude to tie traits of the East European ^ew point to its mid'dle-

upper class orientation.

Not only is our source limited with respect to its analysis

of the "Jewish Problea," but it also has the further limitation of

its philosophy of tie source of social ills and evils in society.

In connection with the Cii.uNICLE's explanations of the "Jewish Prob-

Ion" the Boat signlficart disadvantage is that the CHRCIIICLE holds

the view, even very popular today, that would find tie source of

trouble in evil traits of certain groups, in evil governments, and

in evil non, rather than in society itself, wtiich is the view pre­

ferred here. Throu^icut 1581 and 1882 General Ignatieff, the Russian

Minister of the Interior, is played up as the grand villain of the

prolonged and inhuman attacks and torture, together with the discrim-

this basis, that such an evil oan is the root of the cancer. Or, if

no one person can be found, then certain groups are the root of the

cancer, such as the Conservative (Junker) Party of Germany, and such

as the East European Jews theneelves who, according to this philosophy

phlloaopliy is consonant with another concept prevailing then as it

still does in some quarters today, that there are absolute, eternal
I

opposed or not violated allow civilisation to proceed smoothly and

peacefully, but when violated cause all the known social ills and

laws existing apart from embodiment in men or society which if un-

inatcry edicts and legislation, against the Jews of Russia and Poland. 

In an editorial note dealing with his resignation2^ again it is he and

his policy which the CHRONICLE cakes out to be the direct cause of

the widespread anti-Semitism. Constantly our source proceeds on

of society, cannot be without blame fcr their own misery. This
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t>mt the Russian government's policy of persecution during the last

thirteen years "cannot be defended." New one would think that the

CHRONICLE would then proceed to base its arguments on the needs of

Bet as usual it turns to other.areas ofsuffering huntn t.elr.,71.

thought, and centimes in this note, tint Russia's persecution

"strikes at the root cf the principles which are fundamental in

t>ie ethical as in the political order of things." That is, the

trageejy of her policy is not to be gauged by human suffering, but

only by the fact that this policy has violated the moral principles

of the uniwrso.

This view of society and its ills is no where better illus­

trated in the CHRONICLE than c cncerning t he matter of moneylenders.

Especially in two very brief periods, 1885 and 1895, this problem

appears in the pages of the CHRONICLE. lioneylenders are denounced

with fiery indignation and with unmatched terns of condemnation,

rarely achieved in our source.

First our attention is drawn to a minor running battle be­

tween letters to the editors who take sides in this issue; the battle

arises over whether they should be allowed to join, even to enter,

the synagogue. Those who violently oppose moneylenders argue (as

does Sergeant Sinon,

the moneylender is an evil, mean creature whothese main points:

itOne especially vociferous letter states, ... tlie conmnal

good name is at the mercy of the unscrupulous Jew ... The injury

a top leader of the community) on tte basis of

corrupts and brings dishonor to his fellcw-Jetra and who mars the 

dignity of Jews.^

pc
In an editorial noteproblems



which aoney-len icrs in'lict upon us is incalculable," and then pro­

ceeds to condemn the "inhumanity" of these men "who even take the bed

snks the CHHONTCLE to attack them to shew the non-Jew that they re­

ceive only contempt and scorn from the Jewish community, and then

concludes, "Thus (if they are excluded from the Jewish community)

will we be spared the humiliating spectacle of young Jews, and even

Jewesses, who are little acre than children, carrying on the business

On the contrary,

however, the sane letter argues that the banker or bill-broker is

that, as for bankers, dealing in money is as nec­

essary as dealing in com.

But in any case, argue these writers, among whom is Serjeant

Simon, that neither is the risk that the moneylenders takes any Jus­

tification for his hi^i rates (so argues Simon) nor is there any

longer any situation today in England, as there admittedly was in

Lewis Emanuel, another one of the leaders of the Anglo-

ers and sums up this last point when he' admits that Joseph Jacobs

has shown in his JESS IN ANGEVIN ENGLAND that Jews were forced to

nIn the present day when we enjoy complete civil 
and religious liberty, and perfect social equality, 
when every professional and commercial avoca­
tion, every department of tiie public service, 
every avenue to honor and distinction is open 
to our sons who show themselves worthy, the

of a usurer, and setting ill-natured tongues wagging about the per­

verse direction taken by Jewish precociousness."^?

Jewish cosaaunity, in a letter to the editor, attacks the money-lend- 

,30

Angevin England, causing Jews to engage in such a "horrible" busi­

ness.^’

of a aick child away by hi.-h interest rates." The same writer then

not such, but merely deals in money as any commodity. And so argues

23 another writer

become moneylenders for the crown. But, he continues,
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1t seems that Bawanuel here is trying to use all the powers of per­

suasion to avoid the conclusion that in sone way there is a lack of

opportunity, or that the avenues to distinction and success are

Perhaps this was just the case, if it is re-only partially open.

membered that by 13?> England's prosperity and control of world

econorv had levelled off, and if it be remembered how pressing was

This conclusion

written by Isaac

who criticizes fcanuel

with the arguments that bankers and capitalists are money-lenders on

a large scale but who are in a position to charge lower rates.

It may be conjectured here, with seine slight support from

what has been gathered above, that along with the severe problem of

the "alien" immigrant Jewish poor went along a restricting of the

avenues of opportunity and success, the opposite of which had charac­

terized England during its phenomenal period of rise to prosperity —

and that these avenues were especially closed to the foreign ind-

"champion," in a sense, of the moneylender, who wrote several letters

protesting the mishandling of the mondylender in the letters to the

editor (but who remains anonymous as most of the writers on this

matter), would seem to point to this conclusion if he could be de­

termined as a reliable source. He argues that the moneylender is

a pawnbroker or scavenger" as

practice cf usury is without a shadow of an ex­
cuse. ... Therefore (all) ... who honor their 
faith and their race ... Who aim at noble ideals, 
will endeavor to prevent the admission to our 
co««un.il bodies of anyone who is tainted with 
the stigma of usury."31

Tur.powsky, obviously not very well "anglicized,"

tb.e problem of the Jewish poor to the community.
32 may be indicated by the letter to the editor, i

grants who brought little capital or skills with them. Another

a "necessary element of society, as
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long as those who cry cut against then do not remove the underly-

the innocent victim of the moneylender cannotIng cause for then:

fore Bi»t become a victim of the moneylender.

This entire context of the struggle within the CfiiGNICIZ,

fumed by these letters to the editor, has been delineated so that

in 18?$ it argues alongtinted.

the same lines of reasoning that those who condemned the money lencb-

Sir.ce, it asserts, that the reason for their existence,ers Ind.

which existed in Angevin England, no longer exists, the Jewish

Themoneylenders is the vile creature that he is made out to be.

Besant, who had asked for tolerance of the moneylender because this

function was f creed on them, and says, "This is all very kindly on

the part of Ur. besant, but not all moneylenders are Jews, though

"The moral obliquity," the CHRONICLE complains, "of a few usurers

drags us all down."

Now, ti»e position of the CHRONICLE in this matter of money—

to further demonstrate its identification with the ruling elements

of the Anglo-Jewish community, first because, as it has been argued
I

be traced to the wickedness of some person or persons who obstruct

the natural and therefore beneficial working out of tie

above, it adopts the social philosophy that the ills of society can

lenders, which to our source is part of the "Jewish Problem," serves

secure wlat b«e needs from businessmen or philanthropists and there-

tlie fbll meaning of its own attitude on this matter can be appre- 

Especially in one editorial note'^

we wish that Jewish money-lenders did not invite this contempt in 

the present day when the business of usury is net forced upon them."-&

CHRONICLE here makes its position clear when it answers Walter
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This is the protective andBoclal-econcnic order of the universe.

defensive philosophy of these who possess the wealth and the power

of the coctalnity and do not want to loee it, who c emprise the

"established conrainity" and thus who must protect its reputation,

its position within the larger comnunity (especially when a minor­

ity) and Its vested interests. This is net the social philosophy

of those, whether rich <r poor, whether in power and control or

not, who want to have c ceramal life with all its blessings shared

and who tins conceive that social ills are because of a sick

society, or at least an imperfect one.

Secondly, in connection with this matter of moneylenders,

cur source shows its identification with tie middle and upper classes

of the crrcT.inity when it is realised what the position of bankers

Especially in England, because of a combina-wore in tie coixcunity.

tion of various ftrees, did tie Jewish bankers play a tremendous role

in England's economy, in its very rise to the leading power and

tlie Hof Jude's court in Germany all brought large sums of capital

with then to England and served the credit needs of the expanding

And the results were such fami-empire for over two hundred years.

for us liare is that, unlike in our own land in America, tlie top men

of the Anglo-Jewish cotuunity, those who were leaders, counselors

and officers of the Board of Deputies, the Board of Guardians and

bankers — and there were many of them — became leaders of the Jew-

the United Synagogue, were largely these same nen. All the inpertant

lies as the Rothschilds and the Goldsmids. And what is significant

commercial empire of the world. ?he Sephardim and the members of

ish community. And many became leadei’s of England itself as members
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of ParliABcnt, first in Commcnc and then even in the House of

Lords . Irwflne, then, the CHRONICI2 not taking sides with thoee

I who corulown the Beney lenders and not supporting these upper

oocholons in the Jewish coaminityl

The Solutions of “The Jewish Problem:1*' In General

Having delineated what the CHRONIC IE believes to be (in the

period of 1870 - 1597) the two main reasons for anti-Semitism: the

policy of govemnents (or of certain political parties) and the

traits of Jews themselves, the simple solutions cur source offers

are obviously a better and improved government policy and ridding

the Jews of their "objectionable traits." The latter solution was

similar to the one by rfiich the bankers and their friends — notably

the CHRONICLE — thought that the Anglo-Jewish comnunity could be

saved and its iitogrity unimpaired if the money-lenders would be

rooted exit, like some cancerous growth, ty means of humiliation and

social and economic ostracism. It is the solution of disencumber­

ing Jews of their "undesirable" traits upon which our source dwells.

However, there are statements in the CHRONICLE in 1881,

tie very first year of the severe persecutions, emphasising the

need for an improved government policy:

"As the hidden cause is undoubtedly the excep­
tional status of the Jew in the eyes of Russian 
law, it is hoped that the removal of one of 
these limitations (freedom to move about) may 
have the effect of removing the impression current 
among the Russian peasantry that the Jews are

!
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earning the need fcr action on the part of the states

However, considering this conclusion in its context, it is seen to

follow after statements in the same editorial which are, as usual,

preoccupied with the "objectionable traits" of the Jews involved.

Khat the CHRONIC IE is attempting here is to search for the cause of

these traits and then finds it in the intolerant policy of the

Yes, the East European Jews are implicated in that they havestate.

been partly to blame insofar as they have not removed these traits;

policy is necessary in order to rid the Jews in Russia of their

It argues that since the main chargeployed by the CHRONICLE.

leveled against the Jews of East Europe is their "Jewish exclusive-

I ness," the only way of removing "the features objected to by the

ruling pavers" is to grant them equality: if they are no longer

treated as exceptional then they will become acceptably non-excep-

■Whlle the (Russian) Government treats the 
Jew> different from the rest of its subjects, 
the other Russians will regard them as differ- • 
ent beings and hate then accordingly ...
social hatred depends for its existence on 
political exclusiveness.

In the s.ir.e year another editorial <±'fers a similar conclusion ccn-

■T’ne political liberation of the Jews in 
Russia (is) t.-e only sure solution of the 
problem (of persecution of the Jews) as all 
experierce shews •

cutside the law and fit subjects fcr attack."--'

but "political exclusiveness" is feund to be their cause. Thus does

tions that our source arrives at this conclusion, A new national

the CIRONKLE conclude here that the solution lies in an improved 

policy of the government, ^ut it is not because of human considera-

traitsl Another editorial clearly shows this reasoning process em-
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suit of ha ppi lies s I" — what is the reason that these should be grant­

ed to the East European Jew? To rid him of his "objectionable

Aa in every other article on this specific problem of EasttraitnI"I
European Jewish traits and political emancipation, the reason for

equality and emnclpntlcn is never because Jews are human beings —

God forbidl that felltwr Jews should be the ones to raise this cry for

thoir "brothernl" The reason always is that liberation will free

these Jews of their "obnoxious" traits and the "defects" of their

character.

Once again in an editorial in 1881 we findt

That the CriiONICLE is really concerned with the "objectionable traits"

of East European Jews and such less with a better governnBtit policy is

tl>a necessity of an improved policy of the Russian states

In fact, continues the same editorial,

" ... a favorite plan for settling the Jewish Ques­
tion by the recovery and colonisation of Pales-

" ... all the • narrowness, * all the •tribalism’ 
of the •hardshell Jew' is due directly to the 
unholy exercise of power which lias kept the Jew 
cruslied in a way that cannot be paralleled.
Hera then we have the true cause of this puzzling 
problem (the Jewish Problem) ... And it is an 
amelioration of the social and intellectual 
condition of the Russian Jews which alone can 
stem the tide of anti-Jewish feeling that is being 
displayed in so mny directions ."39

"If action on the part of the Czar be out of 
the question, there only remains an appeal to 
the Russian Jews to become less narrow and more 
cultured ... to let in the light cf reason on 
the mass of superstitution tlat too often forms 
the main ingredient in the mind of a Russian 
Jew."

seen ibrther on in this same editorial. The editors quickly pass over



96.

the real determining factor In the nind of the editors of our source
I

far-reaching tlian merely or. their can community, due to the fact

that, at that tine, the East European Jews constituted the greater

streams of immigrants from Russia, the CHRONICIfi believed that "any

I

Net only does the CrfiOCClE here, in wanting "better class"

immigrants from Russia if they must corse, look out for the interests

of the Jewish community in England, but also by now it should be

clear enough the extent to which our source thinks that the lew

status of the persecuted Jew and the improvement of his condition is

largely an intellectual matter. This concept of resolving the prob­

lem is an intellectual matter is exemplified in an editorial in 1890,

I. when the persecutions had reached another severe plase:

I

Our final proof that the real concern of the CHRONICLE is

tine, would become almost worse than useless 
unless the inmigrants (from East Europe) could 
le instructed to look at things in the lirht 
of science and common sense, and not through 
ti« spectacles of the Talmud ...”I

I

"Its (i.e. The Anglo-Jewish Association) most 
faithwork lies in the more congenial sphere of 
education ... To raise Eastern Jewish popula­
tions intellectually and morally is obviously 
a potent means of averting further persecution 
by depriving it of one of its pretexts, Supersti­
tion and inferior morale positively invite 
cruelty ... A semi-barbaric population can­
not but feel some respect for those who are 
palpably their intellectual superiors ,"U1

improvement in the intellectual status of the Russian Jews may have 

ultimate influence on the Jews throughout the world."^

in relation to the "Jewish Problem." This was true because our

oource wns convinced that the Jews in East Europe had an effect mere

majority of all Jews in the world. And thus, because of the unending

Thus, the "objectionable traits* of these Jews seem to loon large as
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r liter Lal in by which tine cur source has for *1 La ted its

own "insight" into the ratters

It seens as if by new the c:r.c:C-L3 found that the solution of an

even if this Deans that emancipation would have to be ignored.

But wlat emancipation fails to do, participation in the

national life will. Therefore the CHRONICLE, more and more during

the iS^O’s, reiterates that making the Jews part of trie national

life of Russia will rid its Jews of their "objectionable traits" —

In

an editorial in 189U, after analysing the "defects in the character

of the Russian Jew" as die to persecution, the CHRONIC IE has hopes

tliat the new tolerant and benevolent policy expected of Nickolas II

upon his ascension to the throne "'.rill ensure to than (his Jewish

"subjects") the opportunity of displaying the same capacities of

civic virtue and patriotic usefulness which Jews have developed where-

ever tliey have been placed on a footing of equality with tbsir fellow-

thoee traits and not such else is the follcwing excerpt from an

and at the same time enrich and ennoble the nation in every way.

improved government policy did not have its sought-fur effects of re-

fore cur source now searches far the "real" solution in other areas —

■The Russian government ... attaches an exagger­
ated lap or t arc e to the narrow religicus views 
which characterise some of the Hebrew conn- ■ 
nitles. T® HERE ACT O' E’A NCI PAT ION TOLD, CF 
COURSE, NOT CUKE THESE EVILS. Ob’ THIS ,'ffi HAVE 
STRIKIir PB.<XF IN T® CONDITION OF d'R CO­
REL* HCSilSTS IX iMUCa. THE ONLY EFFECTUAL 
SCIL'TICJS ARE TO IE rCUTD IN LIBERAL FACILITIES 
>O>. SECULAR Kt CATION AHV VCR DECENTRALISATION. 
H1ACTICAL SC’-SISS TO THIS E’D WOULD HE EVEN lie® 
WEID0»E AT THE A5E.T MOAE'.T THAN THE MOST UN- 
FKTEhED LIBERTY."~2 (capitalisation mine)

moving ths "defects" in the character of the Russian Jews. And there-
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Look w'. at participation of the English Jews in the

What strikes ths reader in the final analysis is that the

CHPX’tICLE, with reference to these "objectionable traits," has adopt­

ed the attitude of the norv-Jewish ruling classes who were in no way

cocxnittod, as was Anglo-Jewry, to endeavor to improve their East

European "brethem."

Solutions of "The Jewish Problem": In England
"lie solution of participating in tie national life as equal

citizens was, as it has become increasingly clear, what the CHRCIdvLS

neart when it spoke of assimilation, er acclimatization. Tie

CURCliTCIE applied this solution in general, wherever "the Jewish

Problen" existed, whether in foreign lands or in Englarri where it

existed in the form of the "objectionable" traits of the foreign imi-

grant poor and in the form cf "minor" anti-Semitism. In England, we

have seen that participation, acclimatization and assimilation were

the elements comprising what we have termed AMGUFICATI OH. Thus

A’fGLU-ICATIOH was thought to have been an insurance policy for the

established, ruling eschelois of the Anglo-Je.ri.sh community for pro­

tection against these "obnoxious" traits (including money-lending)

cf sone Jews which were believed to have been the cause of the "minor"

discriminations and inequalities which still existed in England.

And thus, also, AIIGLII-'ICATICN was protection against what the CHRCNICLE

and the leaders of the community believed to have been the real

threat to the reputation, position and vested interests of Anglo-

citizens ."“3

national life cf England has done! Just think, then, of what it
liLcould do for the East European Jew I u



Jewry and its ruling classes — and it sust be reneabered that they

thought that preservation of the victory of political emancipation

in England was something to be saved at all costs, even to the extenti
of Ignoring the needs of their inmigrant "brethem.*

is understood from several clear statements. on "The

as tlie Jews were allowed to parti ci pate in English politics and

society as equals they became and reclined top-notched citizens and

Ind the way of getting rid of the "minor formsBerbers of the nation.

of anti-Semitism" that still remain in England, and caused by exclu-

is that "the rare freely the Jew nixes (our euphasis) withsiveness,

his neighbours, the better chance there will be of those small preju­

dices disappearing id’-ich still linger on to his detriment.* The

obvious way cf putting an end to the unfair practice cf condemning all

just look at us who only a few

generations ago were "Polaks I" Just see what enlightenment and culture
I

have done for us, and then think of what it could do for the foreign

poor now in our land. And our source could be no clearer than it is

in one editorial note where there is a comment on the occasion of two

young upper class Jewish ladies, a Rothschild and
I

with the royal princess and her husband,

"Hebrews whose refinement and unselfishness 
make them welcome companions to the most culti­
vated and influential of th?ir fellow-ccuntry-

a Sassoon, riding

AjkI finally, as if to offer further incontrovei'tible proof if 

all else fails, the CnROtHCI£ says,^

T:at the Ci-Jit'. JLE thought AdGLU'ICATION has dine and can do 

One editorial^

Jews because cf a few is "to sake ourself better known ... and mix 

more and rake ourself better acquainted with Christians

Position of the Jewish Caoainity" expresses the attitude that as soon
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Ard this r-fincant aid culture is moot likely to liappen in England,

For in t:ie Jewish character is scnethirv: inherent which is developed

ANGU.-ICATION, will do far the Jews in England! Just imagine what

participation and equality, culture and refinement, the court erparts

in other lands of ANGUFICATIffii, will do for the Jews living in Russia,

Once all Jews adopt thein Rcunania, and in ether foreign countries.

Banners and etiquette of the upper classes, and of the middle classes,

who want more than anything else to become upper class, then "the Jew­

ish Problaa1* will be well

It was tlie manifestation of tie solution as it had appeared

in England — ie. ANCLIFKATION — with which the CHRONICLE was pre­

occupied. Now, because of the fervent desire of the CHRONICLE to

see all Jews in England anglicized, ANGUFICATION takes on a most in­

teresting form, par excel 1 err a, which at times can be termed "out Erit-

isliing the British." And for an introduction into this topic nothing

I
I

on the way to being solved for all tine.

by the right consHtions and environnent, by contact with civilized 

and moral conditions, such as exist in England’s anglicized Jewish 

1,0
c ax-11 nity

men render many services, often quite uncon­
sciously, to their co-religionists. Just as 
the sqialcr of certain -hettos, and the moral 
obliquity of a few usurers, drags us all down, 
the elevation of some fortunate and gifted 
people t-rals to ennoble us in the public mini. 
Had Jews in Rcu-nnia and Russia been able to 
attain the confidence and esteem of a large 
and powerful section of society in those coin- . 
trice before tie .erseoit ion set in, their mis­
fortunes might never have overtaken then.*’*®

Tes, Just imagine what sane culture and refinement, sene

Solutions of "?he Jewish Problem": A1ELIFICATI0;! Par Excellence
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could be more suitable than an item in which the CffiOJCCIK juctes

it believes to be a case of minor discrimination: I knew hewh»t

13 a

This fena ofis Reginald Herbert Stuart de Montmorency.na: n

AN uLIFIGAVICiH par excellence was, for the CHRONICLE and the elite

elemsnt of the Jewish ccnsanity which it represented, a "sure cure"

and preventive for all phases of tlie "Jewish Problem" at hone. In

easencc it was the solution reached in various phases by the estab­

lished Anglo-Jewish ccominity: t'at is, its solutions as they were

institutionalised and as they were implemented in its way of life.

It can also be described as a strong PAT7.IOTISU. Have ver, whatever

terminology be used, this acre eccentric form of AHGLCIEATION occurs

in a context which is overcast, threu^.out the pages of the CHROMCIE,

by an cnlnous whisper that we Jews are being watched, so be careful,

meet careful.

Jew in modern literature, an editorial' concludes with an appeal

when "Jew" becomes synonymous with honor and honesty and morality,

In the same train of thought

makes the condition of the toleration of

the Jew his own "careful and meticulous behavior" by means of avoid­

ing any misunderstanding of thought and dead. This sane mode of

thou$it also runs throughout these letters to the editor cited

which is obsessed vdth the appearance and spectacle

that Jews make before the eyes of the gentiles. In this manner does

Thus when discussing the despicable depiction of the 

51a

Jew,* Mid the Lady in the English comic paper, ’because his

50

to be especially careful about "our actions and general conduct, 

... to be ... better than ... (our) neighbours" and, it concludes,

then the Jew will cease to be maligned, 

an editorial essay-’”'3

above which condemn the Jewish moneylenders — especially is this the 
.. . 52tneme an one
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the C.ROKICLE end its friends in spirit set up for the Jew in England

defeating standards to live up to.quite iJ^ioBsltle and self-

Pat.rlotisw in the CHRONICIS and in the Angl<*-Jewi’h coraunity

took the fern of declaring, *fc Jews in England

differ fracs other Engl isha-n only in the natter of religion. We are

not separate fron the rest of tie nation except by religious persuasion.

not really different, nor acre than the Anglican, or the non-Conforn-

ist, or Catholic, who differs only in being a member of a different

This attitude is exemplified in the CrEONICffi with regardreligion.

to the natter of "the Jewish vote" and with regard to the issue of

Zionism vs nationalism (the latter being dealt with later on).

In an editorial in b'ebruay of 18?h, when the Anglo-Jewish

coczxinity had just easrged fron its final victory of complete politi­

cal emancipation in parliament, the CIRGNICLE admits that among both

Jews and non-Jews there is a confusion as to the relation of the Jew­

ish cornunity to the nations there is a distinct danger to band to-

gether as a party on a party question, as tie Birmingham Jews had dore

recently. ‘Sen the editors emphasize, something they had been doing

for sane tir», tint tie Jewish community as a whole cannot be put to

ttuit,

This is, the editorial continues, the only basis on which the Jew will

"Tie Jewish subjects of Her Ifejesty the Queen 
are Englishmen quite as fully English by 
birth, i’eeling, right, duty and privilege, as 
if they were members of the National Church 
... Englishmen of Jewish faith and race are 
just as fully Englislimen as if they were born 
of Apri-o-Saxon, or Norman or British race ..."^3

Therefore we Jews, the argument continues, who live in England are

are Englishmen" and

use f<r any one faction cr party in English society. The reason is
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bo neither hated nor feared. In any case, hoever, political rights

oust not be purchased at the price of giving up one's distinct re-

llfioue faith and practice. It concludes, certainly there are cei^»

tain political and social positions that Judaism leads one to, still

ths idea is brought out that the

Jews are separate religicusly only and net politically. They

not separate even socially an J culturally.

t.-xs CHROMCIE assures its readers that such cases as men like Disraeli

who left the Jewish fold "proved that at least there was ncthing in­

herent in Jewish blood tc prevent those in whose veins it flared

from beccoing as cultural and as able as their feilow-Englishmen."

The reason d;y the CfRCCCUS — and tl>e leaders of the community —

find so ruch urgency in inculcating that English Jews are just like

any oilier Englishmen can be gathered from an editorial ni*e. Politi­

cal emancipation, it admits, has been recently won by overcoming the

opinion that Jews felt "they ored to the British government only a

are as whole hearted in tleir patriotism

English Jews A1U Eiiglislimen.

T!iat English Jews cannot be put to use for any one faction

or party is true even with regard to the Liberal Rirty under whose

in the midst of the campaigning for the elections of

1885, agrees with Lionel Cohen (Conservative), in opposition to Ser­

jeant Simon (Liberal) that English Jews cannot vote straight Liberal

divided allegiance ... They convinced Englishmen that English Jews

as English Christians ..."^

the Jew in England "takes these positions, n<t as a Jaw; but as an

are

In another editorial

Englishman, a full free-torn Englishman." Here as elsewhere through- 

5U out the pages of the CiPf'ilCLt

administration the Jews in England won their political emancipation.

An editorial,
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tout Mist decide on the basis of the nation’s welfare, for it is

possible that a Llbersl governaant would not always be best. Anct her

editorial in 1661 decries the fact that a number of journals of

the presence of a "Jewish influ­

ence" in politics, and then argues with touch insight,

Titus the CHRONIC IE makes itself perfectly cloar that n.fe Englishmen

who are Jews by religion are Englishmen." And it will be noticed

tliat ttie clause that we have capitalized in the quote above is ei>-

pliasizod because it represents some kind of initial but accurate

dominant, culture. points with pride at

the fact that Je.is have entered the race far Parliament under both

the banners of the Liberal and Conservative parties and that this

shows up the "cliimera" that Judaism determines their political

radical learnings have harped on

"It Is not because they are Jews that ’City’ 
Jews are Toryj it Is because they are ’City* 
non .and it is notorious that the City of Lon­
don ’went’ Tory ur.'tr Lord Beaconsfield 
(Disraeli). A few years ago most Jews were 
Liberal, so were most ’City* men ... the City 
has changed within late years from Liberal to 
Conservative, and City Jews have gone with tie 
tide of City opinion. It is one of the clear­
est signs cf the thorough identification of 
English Jews with English feeling that tiny 
are influenced by exactly the same causes as 
these widen influence their fellcw citizens in 
similar grades of life ... Their political 
opinions are determined like those of other 
Englishmen, by tried r training, their surround­
ings, their personal interests and piques ... (they) 
prove by their snaring the political opinions 
of their aeliea that t.aey do not judge of 
politics from a Jewish standpoint, but SIMPLY 
a:.d Pc rely rear their ptsirioie in the wu'U'ar- 
IlLS LU'S Of EX3IAND. Their politics are 
determined by the same causes as those of other 
Englishmen, and not in aiy way by their 
Judaism."?” tcapitalization mine)

understanding of the role that the Jew plays in the majority, and 
do 

Elsewhere an editorial'
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• ... they are too pcw-rfhlly donireted by tie desire to see that

calculated to perfect the task successfully, to allo* mere considera­

tions of racial pride or interest to influence then." Again and

And, in 1895, still during th* prolonged contro­

versy of anti-Allen lasalgration, when (as lias been shorn) the prob­

lem of the Jewish poor was beginning to be controllable, the CHRONICIE

readily states that if such antl-Alien legislation cones, even though

it has been consistently cppoadng such legislation, if there wculd

necessity to criticize it, "that our criticism will be notbe tiie

entirely from the Jewish peirt cf view, and that we sliall not alltM

According tc sfcat has been revealed of the CHUONICLE's

attitude to the foreign Jewish "alien" immigrant, this comes as no

surprise and is quite consistent with its entire position, as we

This same sentiment is evident when the CHROIHCLEliave viewed it.

states, again in 1895, "If Parliament found that tlie immigration of

Jews was highly detrimental to our country — if Parliament found

that legislation for restraining and restricting further arrivals

was

Thus it was that immediately after the last tattles for

political emancipation the Jewish oomnunity still felt compelled to

tions was the heat of the election battles. But throughout the

period under investigation the CHROalCIE finds itself constantly

party controlling affairs which each (candidate) conBiders the mere

again th* ChhOtiXIE denies tint there is anytliing ranotely resembling 

_60 a "Jewish vote."

urgently necessary for the sake of the general community — then 

against any reasonable Bill we should not utter a word."

national interests to become subservient to Jewioh, our readers are
4 . ,/l

quite aware."

define its relations hip to the nation. Tlie occasion for these defini-
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defining the position of the Jews also because <f the depiction of

Jews, becaiae cf the convwrsionists* activities, and in general be­

cause of the “minor" discrimination which tie CHRONICLE attributed

Ard the reaction found in the

There is no atteapt on the part of the CHRONICLE tocharacterist ics.

reconcile its notion that English Jews differ from other Englishmen

only with regard to their religion and the notion tint by virtue of

taeir racial traits Jews are superior.

Speaking of Disraeli

CHRONICLE maintains tint his special talents and "rare combination of

qualities wide!; distinguished hia and laid ti.

An editorial in IS 95 clarifies what our source means

here by distinguishing in the Jew "two elements, the religious and

Other articles farther clarify the attitude of tie CHRONICLE,

and appear also in the first half cf the 1880>s, when the CHRONICLE

Seemed to have indulged in defining its position, perhaps due to

the facts that political equality had just been won and that the

position and reputation of tie Jewish oonuaunity were in great danger

that Jews are inherently sonewhat different, that Jews possess superi­

ority, both because cf their religion and because of their "racial"

frun tlwiir -ait 3.r .earn origins.

Ci.liO.'hC IE is net only that English Jews are Englishmen, that they

:e fourdation of his

to ti;*> undesirable traits to be found in Jews in England left over

scon after his death in 1881, the

successes were eminently characteristic of the race from which he 

sprung."^

his racial heritage survives the change, and if la then attains pre­

eminence it is because of the race from which he sprang."^

the racial, so that whs; a Jew converts (as in the case cf Disraeli)

are not really different; but there is also a clear current of opinion
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these entitled "Jewish Ability" actually maintains that "the Semitic

race is sore talented than the Aryan race, sore practical and sharp-

witted" die to their varied and prolonged experience in many civil!—

Ti»n it cortltues,sat! ons.

Tims, the superiority of the Jew is due to sone superior talents and

In spite of thequalities tint have been stared up in his religion.

fact that this sane article artaits that "the Teutonic nature seems to

Ilavc been peculiarly incensed by the Semitic cleverness of Lord Bea­

ll these drawbacks however, we feel sure thatconsficld," still "with

Jews would prefer to be clever.

tian to live dull and inglorious lives." It seems that our source

does net remember that the East European Jew, not especially knewn

for his cleverness, is nevertheless persecuted.

To continue to reveal this idea of hereditary superiority,

tlie CHRONICLE elsewhere asserts that the reason that Jewish children

do so well in the schools, is not because of knowledge of their tradi­

tion, because most Jews now are ignorant of it; tut it is due to the

"hereditary love of learning irplanted by the rabbis and by the

In an

editorial dealing with the Jews of the East End, the Je.dsh poor, in

"All these causes of Jewish ability assume 
steadfast i-erence of the Jewish race to its 
ideals. Unless trie Jewish feeling had been 
kept up (none of these causes could have 
operated) ... Tens in the final resort it 
is to the Jewish religion that Jewish ability 
is due, Indirectly by enabling these his­
torical causes to opera*. 9, atxi directly by 
■any of its provisions ."°5

even if they were persecuted for it,

Talmud" and to oppression which has "sharpened their minds and made 

.66 then rely on their own inner resources and opportunities."

b"CAU3e of the severity of the problem of the Jewish poor. One of
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order to encourage the ccBainity in its task of anglicising them,

and even boasts that Dr.

Gibbon has published statistics "testifying to the extra longevity and

And if this would not bevar.ee of their dietary enactments.

enough, the CHROHICLE publishes

of Natural Science at Geneva and the celebrated naturalist, Karl

Our source callsVogt," which appeared in the HtA.JffUKTER ZETTUliG.

attention to its great truths and lets the Professor speak on its

behalf. Professor Vogt writes a superb apotheosis of the Jew and his

abilities, his ao-al excellence, his talents at becoming prosperous,

even stating that if there were only Jews in Europa, everything would

improve all at once, the status of the arts and sciences likewise and

all national debts would disappear. How else, concludes the professor,

could the Jews liave attai;ied all that he did if it were not for his

shrewdness, his intelligence in getting control of the money market

and of banking, contivl of the press and professions by virtue of his

just look at the German nation who squanders its wealth on drinking,

lacks tit intelligence or desire to cultivate itself and thus shows

hold a candle to the Jews centuries ago, etc., etc. After reading

such paneyrics what could the German do except to go out and kill .a

Jew cr two? Tr<e CUROIIICLE's greater restraint in its depiction of

healthfulness of the J.-.n, due, in Large measure ... to the obser-

.69

an article in toto by "the professor

itself to be the descendants of tte barbaric hordes which could not

70

Other attitudes of superiority are that Ardaism is mere 

rational than the Christian religiore^

the CJ'xNICIE appeals to the "spiritual fountain" in every Jewish

67heart "wtare waters never fail ..."

greater industry, energy, thrift and his blameless family life. But
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the Jrw and his abilities would not, of course, have quite the saae

effect.

Thus it was that the CIH'NICIE shows an over-identificationI
with the English people and at the sue time, to meet other equally

important needs, clalas superiority for Jews, for their racial traits

As a result we find cur source claiming thatand for tl»lr religion.

Jews as Englishmen

CiachlCLE can be seen to be identified with the attitude of the ruling

This

over-identification, or XIE-LI.-S'XTIC'N a la Britain, can be understood

to be what may be called a to English life, to Its system

In this connec-of governnent and even t o its imperialistic policy.

tion, the vehement attitude of the CHRCNICIE toward Jewish moneylenders

exnryla, as can tie adoption of the hardcan be brought up as a good

and fast standards of Free Trade as against Protectionism. Cur source

71

to English life, in the following exerpt from an editorial note in

1695,

First, tlie CHHCIIICLE exemplifies this phenomenon which we 

have tar:jej"out-Britishing the British,"in connection with cocnittment

I

talnlng that they arc, to Scum degree at least, inherently different.

With regard to other natters also the attitude of the

groups of the Anglo-Jewish community which in turn was an over-identi­

fication with the attitude of the ruling groups of England.

"The voice of the alien was lieard in the land 
... at tho great mass meeting held at the 
Assembly Hall, Hile End ... A finer, better 
conducted, more earnest cr more atteitive meet­
ing, it could not be possible to conceive ... 
tlie mark of stolid determination which charac­
terized the proceedings throughout, these nade

are not really different and at the same time rain­

even states that Judaism is traditionally on the side of the former.
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In I.hr saar> category 1* the statement by a correspondent of ths

report on the East End Scheme in which lie criticizesCHONICII in a

the Aiiglo-Jewinh ccmrunity for not accepting the decision of the

not yet Engllsh-

This farm of AMU-ICATIOH is carried on to apply to Eng­

land’s fora of government,

the CHRONICIE makes

constitution on the British model is the panacea for

the political evils found in foreign countries; and to prove its

point it states that it is unfortunate that-unlike the dynastic con­

stitutional monarchies, as in England-the president of the United

States is not above petty strife and popular agitation but subject to

the disturbances and indignities of popular elections. In fact,

argues an editorial, the history of Judaism proves that Jews and

Judaism fare best under government by party ard limited monarchy as in

tlie point that a

"He have enjoyed in England
Fair peace with freedom crowned, 

thanks, under Providence, to the matchless 
constitution under which it is our happiness 
to live ... He may learn a lesson from the 
countries around us as to the value of a 
Constitutional Monarchy. While Austro-Hungary, 
Holland, Belgium, Italy, Sweden and Portugal 
are prosperous and happy, France and Spain 
are in the throes of political uneasiness 
... let us keep the old fortress of our 
freedom in its ancient form — the fortress 
based on the liberty of a strong people, 
butressod by a dignified nobility, and 
crowned ky a beloved dynasty.">4

it hard to believe that THIS US A JEWISH GATH- 
EEG AT MILS EM), AB UCT SAT A aASS JBETIIC 
SUCH AS CAN BE SEEN Di KRMIKrAM, LE1T6 OR 
KEKASTU (capitalisation mine)

mjorlty in the nutter of this proposal, as is proper for Englishmen 

to do; and then he says, •in this respect we »kws are

73
>acn ... The fault lies in our want of reserve ..." -

In an article, "Judaism and Politics in America,"1'1
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Eng Lendl: for in totalitarian states Jews are subject to the State

•nd to the Church, and in republics, like the United States, "it is

a generally reco<niied fact tlxt tie Jew deteriorates intellectually

under tlie Republican regime — and this is markedly shorn by the

Consequently, it Is to be concluded, what more proof does one need

that the English type of government is the bent.

Next, this fra of A’.IUICATION is illustrated in the

CiRONICLE's ccmittaent to England's forei(7i policy. Qir source in

ward and invade Constantinople — and it must be remembered here

tint then England’s foreign policy was still largely deterained by

■what it thought was the necessity of maintaining its commercial routes

Thus England wantedto India throu^i tie Sue* Canal at all costs.

above all stability in the Balkan and East Mediterranean area so that

Sues . and many of the too- leaders

of the Anglo-Jewish community

land’s imperialistic policy protect the Jews of Romania by intervening

And in an editorial note in 1885 the editorsin that government.

congratulate the Council of the Anglo-Jewish Association for their

handling, together with the Beard of Deputies, the Romanian persecu­

tion situation by sending

laent on behalf of the Roumanian Jews," And the same editorial re­

narks that six years ago a similar deputation was successful and

the purpose of "soliciting the good offices of the British govern- 

,80

lf'7h readily condemns Bass fa fcr her fervent desire to move soutb- 

.77

a delegation to the Foreign Secretary with

wei-e more than willing to have Eng­

el rennetmcea than w wn more than the average intelligent skill is 

required, iBportatlon frc« England or Germany usually takes place."

Russia would lave no excuse for marching south and endangering the
 78Therefore, both the CHRONICLE1

79
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subsequently

na.le was moat proper because Ireland, in being one of the powers who

helped to establish R nania as a state, has "brought the right to say-

in the s me e.lit trial we see that the onlywhat we havw said.’ reason

that the editors are not hopeful for intervention in Romania by the

British government 13 because of tie political ties between England

and the other pcrers of t.-e Jhltiple Control -- which included Russia.

The hesitation that England should in no way get in Russia's

way ur to antagonise her is a coarsen theme in the pages of our source.

for exaryle, in the retrospect cf the year, tie CURCUICIEIn 1CC1

asserts, "Unfortunately, it is not within the competence of tie

ful and so jealous a power as Russia." The only instance of any

intervention by the government of England was inkind of protost or

the case of a British Jew (levischn) who was ordered to leave St,

Petersburg on the ground of being a Jew; but when England protested

But throughout all the years

of persecution of tie Jews by Russia (within the period of our inves­

tigation), with the tmnterless pages cf first hand, eye-witness

accounts of the brutalities and inhuman treatment of Jews in that

land, neither the CHRONICLE nor the Je.vish ruling classes it represent­

ed ever took a firm stand and asked that the British government make

say, at the end of one long period cf Russian persecution is:

"Neither Europe nor America felt called on 
activity to interfere. Civilisation was 
shocked, but civilisation does not wage war

that tha Secretary himself thought the protest which was

that he was a British subject and that Russia had violated a treaty
82 with England, he was allowed to stay.

English government to interfere in the internal affairs of so pewrer- 
>31

some protest. And in I89I4 all the CERCHICIE can bring itself to
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Th* peas inis ■ and resignation shown here were th* predict

of laving eyeriericed several glsnt pretest "retings and'having

It was attended by thousands and the land’s high­

est dignitaries were either there or they made known their sympathy

devoted entirelyeeetlng.

to the Guildhall Meeting, quotes each werd spoken and describes each

event, in a lengthy, unabridged article by a special correspondent.

Representatives fraa the goverooent, from the royal family and from

the Church — all non-Jews — speak eloquertly on behalf of tiae perse­

cuted, without however antagonising Russia in any way whatsoever.

The undercurreit is that such a protest to the czar cannot fail to

states that the keynote of the Guildhall Meeting was "because we have

faith in the gentle and noble character of the Czar, we appeal to him

The Lord Mayor of London defies the

meeting with this sentiment, "I only hope that the eloquent words to

which we have listened, and the unanimous voice of the citizens of

this city (London), may reach the Czar of Russia, and may convince

him that we are in earnest in the cause which we have undertaken —-

(Cheers)." This is the most that THE representativies of "culture*

and of "civilization" could do for the victims of persecution in

was held in IF90.

with cannon except when it is itself attacked. 
Pretests and words were uttered which cay one 
day rave their effect. Up to the present their 
influence has been that of pepr-gun pellets on 
the hide of on* of the greater carnivora ."83

to the cause of the persecuted Jews in Russia immediately before th* 
The CHROXICIE, in a special supplement81*

for his personal interference to save the Russian Jews frem their 

present miserable condition."8'1

supported ties to the fullest extent. Juch a meeting at Guildhall

produce results sickly because he is thus asked. The CHRONICLE itself



1U.

Russia.

?6Arrt tlw C1RCNICUS In an editorial on the Meeting supports

It really belle res that protest meet-t)w whole affair to the hilt.

the trick, and gives as evidence forin,;3 and puli He indignation do

of the Mansion Haase Meeting to protest'tha persecu­tes the result

^hese, the editorialtions In Russia Airing the previous decade.

the outrages stopped, the govera-naintalns, ■attained their end’:

rent official noet responsible for them (Ignatieff) was dismissed,

It is possible, the editorial concludes, that this aeet-and so on.

This is one more step, it promises,Ing will accomplish the sime.

in the accumlated force of European protests that will end in break­

ing this persecution, the force "to which the bolts and bars of the

Russian ghetto oust ultimately give way."

But it was Sidney Molff at a meeting of the Anglo-Jewish

Association in 1381 who delved to the root of the matter when he said,

"It was cyiite in accord with the present political nations to bully

All that the CHRONIC IE can do throughoit the period of the

persecutions in Russia is to report and give credulence to reports

of new, liberal trends of Nicholas II during the several years after

Jewish subjects of the czar, the

CHRONICLE announces, "will quickly be stirred to feelings of utmost

them.

Several months later our source finds cool’art in verbal promises:

"there was an opportunity ... to enquire as to the attitude that would

his becoming czar in 1891*.

loyalty as they perceive the tokens of a policy of good will towards
oo 

We rejoice to observe that already there are signs .

a smll state like Roumania and to keep silent when a great state like 

Russia was guilty of similar misdeeds J'®?
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likely to be adopted under the new Tsar toward t'» Jews, satisfac-

toiy as urances were civen, which were accepted in good faith; and

T.1* CtftOh*ZCI£ 1» optinistic because of what it nakee out to

be food evidence cf religious tolerance by the new czar insofar as

i.e hiaaelf stated to the Fetish delegation that religicus tolerance

Thon the conclusion is, "towill be the keynote cf his regie*.

h'ichclas .

ish subjects the blessings of an enlightened rule. Since the

CHlG.’nCLU believed that ere cf the two raj or solutions to the Jewish

problem was improve* er. t cf the national policy of a government, then,

as far as the CHRCKKLE is concerned, it is obvious that whenever a

government or its ruler gives assurance by word or by communication,

one can rest securely in the belief that one solution is actually in

Even though, in theoperation already or will be scon afterwards.

ver;.' first issues of 1895, our source,

tained or isplied, achitted that Russia’s policy of persecution during

the last thirteen years "cannot be defended" and that it forces

to think that "all is nor for the best

in the land cf the Tzar," yet in the same article there is hope

expressed that now with the "new" policy of tie new czar, one cf the

In the previous issue we find the sentiment of gratitude

that, with the "new" policy which the new czar has premised,

The reasons why our source speaks as though it would want to defend

therefore we lock with confidence to extend to his Je»- 
»9O

Russia’s "Western eharpione"

as it has consistently rzain-

last barriers between Russian and Western genius will be swept 

away.-71

92
"Rapproacluzent" between England and Russia is new fully developed.

we wee no reason whatever why ary doubt should be expressed re^ar-j- 

ing those assurances. '
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Russia and why it uses th* phras* "Western ch Melons" as o*terwibly

referring to In'land, cannot be ascertained frva ths data or opinion*

T * reasons why our source is eager to witnessin ths CM. . .

tl*» dnvclojiAent of Intlsate relationship with Russia is also not

Perhaps the CiRONICLE reflectsclear froa Material in <xs- source.

th* desire of tt» British gover orient and nation at this time (aid

lfi93*s) to cnke Rusal* a friend due to the fact that Ingland's

■splendid isolation" ever the years had by that tine left her friend­

less and th* fact that the econcxic competition of Germany was then

forcing her to find lxpcrti.it friends.

it is interesting, even pathetic, that the CHRONICLE has convenient­

ly put aside the spectre of tie persecution of Russian Jews in its

seeking to sal:e excuses for and to attain a reconciliation with

Russia.

But why does the CrSC’CCLE put so much faith in promises?

Why does the CHRONICLE readily condone

many Russian Jewish refugees in London (who did not want to become

British citisens) swarming to the Great Synagogue in December of

189h to take their oath of allegiance to the new czar, Nicholas II?

W!iy does it, with understanding and approval, rationalize the eagere

and by declaring that " ...loyalty to sovereign authority

of the foremost duties of their religious code?"' uhy dees not

the CHRONICLE raise a voice of protest when the Chief Rabbi offi-

... is a characteristic feature of the Jewish race, as it is one
.96

But whatever the reasons.

possesses a remarkable power of forgiving, if not forgetting the 

past"'^’

ness of these Jews to do this by saying that the "Jewish heart

Wliy does it place so such confidence in "the gentle and noble charac­

ter of the Csar?**^ Why does the CHRONICLE readily condone-^* the

lxpcrti.it
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dated at the takir^ of the oath of allegiance to the new czar,

when with Mich ceremony psalms were sing, and when the Chief Rabbi

snraonlaes,

It be conjectured that, because the CHRONICLE Ln these

natters thus shewed a willingness to overlook and to put out of mind

the treatment cf the Jews in Russia, the answer lies in a situation

beyond persecution of ths Jews by Russia, to a situation beyord the

Jewish coczrunity of Ragland or even of Russia. Most likely this

situation consisted of the exigencies of Britain’s foreign policy

as it is related by ths goverieent to Russia. And this policy in

some way dictated that, either because Russia was a powerful factor

in European politics or a needed ally against Germany or because

Russia had to be kept fren encroaching upon India, the leaders of

England would not in any manner antagonize ar oppose Russia on any

grounds other than the interests of the imperialistic policy of

England alone. And thus many groups in England found they had to

adopt England’s foreign policy as a matter of patriotism (nach like

support of Nationalist China is a test of American patriotism to­

day), — especially such groups as the Jewish cennunity whose

middle and upper classes were determined to be one hundred per cent

patri at ic .

for our country
who hu sought refuge in every quarter of 
the globe still turns w-jstfUl eyes and long­
ing heart to the spot wt«,e tie cradle of 
his infancy steed and wiere the ashes of his 
kindred response?"??

■ ...evwn if you wore not able to take this 
oath of fidelity and allegiance, the duty 
would atlll rest upon you in virtue of y<ur 
be inc subjects of the Russian Empire ...
Our holy faith ... enjoins the duty of love 

and noy a Russian Jew,
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However, there «i another fact er which enter* into th*

picture here, which had the result of comittinK to it thowe who

Th* CmONICUS lets us know thisfelt they had to be patriotic.

Guildhall Meeting. It quotes what it refers to as tie

letter* of Cardinal Ma_-.nl..,; to Sir John Siaon (a leader of the Jew­

ish cosninity) in lieu of his net being able to personally attend

the pretest meeting:

notes with much pleasure, in an

editorial' on the new czar, Nicholas II, the Chief Kibbi's emphasis,

at the oath taking ceremony in the Great Synagogue, on the relation

of Nicholas with England’s royalty: the czar had Just carried the

granddaughter cf Queen Victoria. Therefore, it seems safe to involve

factor in the failure of the CHRONICLE — together with the leaders

of the Anglo-Jewish cocnunity — to agitate for the British govern­

ment to criticise or to strongly censure the czar for his treatment

of tlie Jews — remembering that the severe persecutions of the Jews

be to assail the person and character of the czar, and thus indirect-

the close ties between the ruling houses of England and Russia as a

nor the Jewish connunity were going to be out-Britished in their

“The perse:*! and domestic virtues of tie 
Czar (Alexander III) are indeed a sure pledge 
trait he is incapable cf t*rshness to tie 
least of his subjects; and the illustrious 
la iy who shares his ~e, like her royal 
sister, to when all suxlisiuten are chival­
rously devoted, is a s__rtve guarantee of 
the imperial justice and clemency.

ether very important factcr in its editorial oonwientl ng on the
n* i .i
eloquent

And similarly in l?9h the CHRONIC.

99

ly also England’s beloved royal family. And neither tie CHRONICIE

occurred under Alexander III and Nicholas II. For to do this would
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•wrriwgw# bwtwwwn the two royal families was arranged for political

convenience and expediency, then even acre so would it be forbidden

for patriotic Englishmen to criticice or have criticised the ruler

of Hussia with • denourelation equal to the magnitude of'tf» crivs

of t!w> state. And, consequently, there is with sone probability

here another manifestation of the CiROlICLS's committment and over—

identif ication with England's systen of imperialism — and only setae

probability is admitted because of the fact that much Is conjecture

in this natter. Bit that this naaifestation is a factor can be st­

rutted on the ground that, without violating any other evidence

extant, it accounts for aich of the inconsistent and illogical atti­

tudes toward Russia and toward its rulers.

Zionism vs. NationalismSolution of The Jewish Problem":

For the CiRONICLE, being a Jew was a problem with many compli-

By the mid 1890's, the problem of the foreign Jewish poor hadcat! ons.

been alleviated by the first stages of A1IGLIFIDATION of the two large

groups of immigrants who had come en mass in the first half of the

1880's and in the beginning of the 1890's. And evidence of this

initial stage is present in the issues of our source by 1895; espec­

ially noteworthy is the editorial note in which the editors express

Certainly, bytheir meeting aid in their British appearance.

18?5, because cf the efforts of the community and because die Jew in

England was not isolated from non-Jews, it is logical that the pro-

>

great pride in the British manner in which Jewish aliens conducted

100

love and loyalty to the royal faaily of England. And if the
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a< .-mrhat relaxed, ind there la a breath cf relief felt in its pages

beginning with Kiddie years of the 90’e. It will be reiaewbered

that our Source1* cr oeltion to government restriction of the

this tine the ClX'uCS was be^nrdng to feel that th p ■’'n,

reputation, and interests of the established Anglo-Jewish cccEunity

were beginning to be safe.

Then Theodor aersl sent forth his JtID/NSTAAT in 1816 and

special article in

And it is not difficult to ascertain the reaction

of the CiSiaUCa; together with that of the established Anglo-Jewish

coscnunity to this solution of the problem of persecution and dis­

crimination.

Neither is it difficult to ascertain their attitude to Pal-

Previous to thisestiiB before the appearance of the JUDH6TAAT.

nity shared concern and consideration towards Palestine as the place

of our origin, the home of the prophets and the land of the Messianic

future. The reasons for this consisted largely in t he fact that the

Anglo-Je.rish cominity remained orthodox because the existence and

continuance of their orthodoxy was encouraged and buttressed by the

religious orthodoxy of England as this manifested itself in the

Church of England. And thus there was no social compulsion to for­

sake tradition, either the Biblical ur the Rabbinical traditions, es­

pecially since the Hebrew Bible in the fora of the Old Testament was

even presented some aspects cf his proposal in a
101 

the CHRONICLE.

ceases of anglicising the ‘’alien” Jewish Inaiprart tad begun to work

time, the CHRONICLE as spokesman fcr the established orthodox coumi-

with at least soee success. And thus the tension In the CHRONIC IX is

"alien" was traced, in part, to this improved situation. Thus at
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Thin religious struc-accwpted by the Church as divinely revelled.

tur* of Kngllst-. life therefore permitted the Anglo-Jewisb ccnsunity

to retain a way of religions life that may easily be classified

within the llaits of orthodoxy.

Cor»e<t4ently, a positive attitude toward the land of their

ancosturs waa integrally involved in the thinking and feeling of

the J<iriah coamriity of England an ! of tlie CiRONICLE. However there

was almost an obsession on their part to avoid any Indications of

divided allegiance to the British, government because it was thought

that suspicion of such ar. allegiance was the major obstacle to over-

Thus we find in

1861, when speaking of the racial traits of Disraeli that won for

liin so meh success, an editorial note naintains thanas all good

English Jews, those who feel close to Palestine are not unpatriotic.

Just look at Disraeli 1 His love for Palestine made him even more

England’s position in the Near Hast. And in 1885 another note

says tint the solution to the dial loyalty problem has been offered

by t!» Prince of Wales, in reaction to remarks in a Hungarian anti-

Semitic newspaper while abroad, who asserted that Moses Montefiore

tl» best proof "to arti-Semites in Hungary and elsewhere thatwas a

Jew can at one

tors, and loyal to the ruler of the country of his adoption.

note states, "The movement of the Jews towards the Holy-

Land is a natural one, and of the highest interest," and then shows

great interest in developments there, in the literature atx?ut Pales-

In 1895 a

come so that complete acancipation and equality could be had, accord­
ing to an admission by the Ch-d CCIE itself.^"

and the same tine be attached to the land of his ances—

patriotic bee use his interest in that land led him to strengthen
103
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105tine and even in the Hovers Zion, who far the CHHL YTCII embody

thia Irtwrwst and nostalgia for the land of their ancestors.

after the appearance of Herzl's plan, the CHRCNXCU

does not tfircw away trere attitudes which had to be defined to per-

nit adherence to ^idaiau and at the s.ne time to avoid any suspicion

Thus while discussing Herzl's scheme, to-cf th vidcd al leglance.

of lap lenen ting resettlooent. Elsewhere it agrees to some

"'legally assured hoee' in Palestine ... that the Jewish colonies

for which we have ever contended.1

Jl'DHSTAAT the idea of reset tie me.rt and return is quite acceptable.

However, concerning the scheme of Herzl, our source rejects

it as a solution to the "Jewish Problem." Its position with regard

to this solution is unambiguously defined in an editorial note in

If 97,

Ind when first discusslrg the

138

gather with others, the C... SICIE still enphasizes the importance

136

should be absolutely unfettered in the Holy Land is an objective

,107

"Zionism and Nationalism are, in fact, not 
only not identical, they are even antagonis­
tic ... Tl» one returns to the past, which it 
would restore, the other looks to the future, which 
it would strengthen and idealize ... The one 
tlxows itself on the material and the physi­
cal, tie other on the spiritual and the religious. 
Zionism, taken in its true sense, is quite 
compatible with colonising zeal, indeed a- 
mong tiie friends and supporters of colonisa­
tion have been Jews who reject the national 
idea with unmeasured scorn ... Zion was nec­
essary to give the mission of Judaism its 
starting point; and the Diaspora,,, was 
needed to provide a scope for the mission. 
Thus, finally, while Nationalism narrows and 
degrades the notion of the Jewish mission, 
Zionism is compatible, nay, is essentially 
bound up with an aspiration towards glorifying 
and widening tlie mission, for which alone
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• nd its duty.*10?

with the nationalisation of the Jew# ...*cal

This position of the ChHONICIE is pite consistent with

what has been ascertained cf its attitudes throughout this thesis.

lie lave seen haw the Anglo-Jewish carzunity prepared and armed it­

self against anything tat ai±t endanger its position, reputation

soon the extent to which both the CHRONICLE and tie comrunity were

committed to tie structure of English life and to its institutions

and to what extent they went to avoid any indications of dual

loyalty. That is, there was, as seen in cur source, a supreme effort

to constantly strengthen the A'.GUFICATION of the Jewish cornunity

together with a similar effort to resist anything which might weaken

it. Consequently the total activity of the Anglo-Je.-ri.sh coorunity

was directed toward, net Palestine, but toward their adopted home

in England. T!b calamity saw its future in the Diaspora and thus

becarw Diaspora-oriented. Though orthodox in its religious life,

nevertheless, the traditional hope for return of all Jews to the

land of their forefathers had to be adjusted to tills orientation; and

consequently there is a resultant emphasis solely on the prophetic

Bliss ion of Judaism.

In the quote above, the CHRONICLE clearly distinguishes be­

tween Zionism and nationalism and rejects only the latter because it

Israel was chosen of Qod, for which alone Israel 
survives ... Aidiisn is safe even from the 
•Uuments of a Sham Xa‘ionalisa, while Zionism 
is » word ealliiv Israel to realise its destiny

why we do not regard the formation of a Jewish State as'quite identi-
,no

or interests, a basic W-. ich the C-l.CMCIE readily helped, de have

And again the CKP.OLTflX sakes the distinction, "*e have given reasons
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would destroy the Mission that Israel is to liilfill — and of course

which K^lish J' ws can especially fulfill because of their high

morality and culture and because of their prosperity and influence

The CHRONICLE in nany other places clarifiesthrcughcut tlw world.

further this reason f<r rejecting any solution of the "Jewish Prol>-

laa" that relies on the concept of the Jews being a nation. An

editorial states that "t-w

Mew, even though in other places ourreligious comunity ..."

(this inconsistency explained perhaps

only by the fact that in there places the CHRO’IICIZ is very intent

on engendering a feeling of kinship for the "alien" immigrant Jews

on the part of English Jews), still the predominant idea is that

Jews are a religious comunity. This was exemplified in the insis-

This is the future self-

fulfillrsent of Israel and not any schemes of becoming a nation

because

Nationalism is any form, so the CHRONICLE reasons, means death to

tence that English Jews differ from English Christians only with re-

are n<* a nation ... (but are) a

source seems to believe t-at there are more tian religious ties 

that bind all Jews together

again; and thus, as the CHRONICLE thinks Herzl does, he yields to 

the fashion of becoming a nation like all the others.

His plan is unacceptable be- 

cause it is a political scheme and not a religious program. 0

and therefore are destined to remain among 
the nations to teach thea about God.^1

he thinks that the Biblical prophecies will be fulfilled by "a Joint- 

Stock Conpany with $10,000,000.n117

gard to their religion. Jews are a religious community with a

113 mission to save mankind*^

these deathless ideals. And what ias nationalism brought? In

Herzl‘s

scheme is rejected because he casts aside the kessiah,
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September, 18?7, the CHRC'IICLI wrote, while commwiting on the

first Zionist Congress,

national Isa 13 not only rejected because it thus threatens

tiie mission of Israel, which is the CbRONICLK’s way of saying that

it endangers their p®ition aad Ihture in England, but also because

above all it would mean that Jews have a divided allegiance and a

cKial loyalty, if they actually are a nation. And it >ias been seen

to what extent the Cf-XQCCLE gees to avoid any suspicion or appear­

ance of this. It states elsewtere,

And agreeing with the expressed thoughts of Claude Montefiore, the

CHRONIC IE states,

"The Jews belong to the ratiotB in whose midst 
they live, if they share the national aspira­
tions, if they work for the national aims, 
partici pate in the national life and lave no 
intertuti e:ul league with tie Jews of other na- 
tiono. All these conditions are fulfilled by 
• Israel among the nations«'"120

* ...tlie national asperation of a section of 
Modern Jews is a retrograde and regrettable 
phenomenon — this view is shared by a large 
nunber of our co-religionists. The same diffi­
culty lies at the root of Dr. Herzls scheme, 
Jews have for centuries been learning to throw 
off the national idea, to merge their patriot­
isms in the patriotisms of otter peoples.
Have they succeeded? Surely ... in overflow­
ing measure. This is the initial obstacle to 
all these new schemes."121

■Tim Jewish question rennins exactly where It 
was before D-. Hersl ... It will not be solved 
by artificial att«c>ts to convert the re- 
llrlous consciousness of <tadalsa into a pseudo-, 
nationalism. Prophecy will be fulfilled in 
Gel’s own way. But in the meantime, the Joes, 
instead of w»stlr« their energies on the un­
attainable, -r.st concentrate them on an effort 
to lire up to those of the Ideals of their re­
ligion which are well within their reach ..."^
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Ard air source also thinks that »ch**es of ratiomlisa are re T*t-

table because

And th* CHRONIC!! agree* with

th* following *tatenent a*de ty Oswald J. Simcm "And njr belief is

that so so.xi a* It could be shorn that the energies of the Jewish

race were concentrated upon th* spiritual mission which ... alone

Certainly, the CHRONICLE is tins saying that

Hcral's scheme offers

The CHRONJCIB also rejects Herd's scheme of nationalism tee­

the world and bases his plan

and especially for Anglo-Jewry (A "Solution of the Jewish Question1

our source states.

Thus, to air scarce, because of Herzl's view on the future of the

Jews, his is

"a scheme of despair, wrung from him as the 
only possible antidote to anti-Semitism ...

ccor'rnting on Herzl's article, written especially for the CEROhlCLB

,„126)

no solution to the "Jewish Problem"; in fact,

it would only serve tc sake it worse. A more practical scheme would

";iere he takes a dark and discouraging view. 
He sees in anti-Semitism a deep-seated and 
lasting teaiencj’ for the elimination or the 
neutralisation of which there is absolutely 
no hq>e ... He bids us prqcare for an ever 
fiercer and more geraral outbreak ... From 
these catastrophes there is, in his view, no 
possible escape, unless the Jews deliberately 
determine to remove themselves from the st era- 
laden atmosphere. 'He find it ourselves hard 
to accept these gloony prognostications."

cause it thinks he overaggerates the permanence of anti-Semitism in

In an editcrial*-''

be emigration of sore Russian Jews to colonies and the liberal de- 
i->h

velopacnt of czardas.

Justifies their separateness, the voice of anti-Semitism would be 

silenced forever."~L J

'National Irn, sc far from offering an escapw from antl-

Senltisa, !» th* aven.e tc it,"

on this false premise.
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t!io tn tier of hla theory of »ntl-6mnitism,

Obviously, from what

CHRO1ICIE and even frcn the context of this exerpt, it is not diffi­

cult to ccoprehand the intention of this eilitorial note to place

the blano for anti-Caaitisn on such as the East ftiropean Jews:

anglicised Jews could never offend or cause hatred. Moreover, con­

cludes the CrRONICLK in the

lightened Christians), any increase in the number of Jews can cause

a real or permanent Judenhetze," — obviously maintaining this with-

oit tie insight which events of the twentieth century must impart.

In the saiw issue an editorial asks, is prejudice and anti-

"passing storm ... or does it represent a deep 
and irresistable curreit which must ever and 
anon work its destiuctive progress? ... But we

Semitisn like a

Two nontha later an eiitorial note continue* to attack Ueril on

we have learned about the attitudes of the

It is conceived moreover mlnly In ths let wrest* 
•if t!w J-ws, for who* deliverance from their 
present troubles is to be found only in ths 
rrri» V' Uhorrtt of a Jewish Stats, either in 
Palestine, or elsewhere."127

same place, "It has not been proved

that alien both these requisites exist (ie. enlightened Jews and en-

"Aad Dr. feral postulates tint anti-Semitism 
always arises «. en • :r J’ws become gathered 
in appreciable quantities. There !s a good 
deal to e u r • thia tbeery. bit IT IS AN
ODIJuS T.iJ.f TO AlvEPT (capitalisation mine). 
Are we to iait that, in spite of consunrute 
virtues, Jews rave only to be nuraeroua to be 
hated? ... Vnhatpj- beings, debased and de­
tracted by oppression, say m-a themselves hated 
when they are too numerous to be disregarded, 
bat E.'iU jHTENS), T»LT RELIGIOUS, AO PATHIOTE 
JE« .TILL, aE • v5 r.T THINK, I. ENLIGHTENED 
CCUimtlffi BE ABIE TO •... I THEIR FELLOW CITI- 
ZE1B THAT TSET AnE AIT HELPHILL A6S0- 
C_A?:-S.n—- (capitalisation aine)



126.

Thua It is clear that for t!» CfflDNICIX to admit Hirsi’s position

would be tantamount to denying ■* *t It laa consistently asserted:

tha permanence of the security cf ths Jew in iirvland .and the saper-

>'cr our source to concedelorlty of English life and ;or«rnr*-:t.

the truth of Hersl's the try would be to a.hilt that the position of

the Jewish ceixxinity is actually precarious indeed, with ths possi­

bility that at ary moment the specter uf anti-Semitism wcxild haunt

the English J'n tco.

Put the CrKOHICLE asserts over and over again that anti-

Seaitisa is not permanert a rd that in fact it is slowly dying out.

Herd, maintains our source, has over exaggerated the real nature of

anti-Semitism in Austria, ciich is the reason for his scheme; but

In reality, anti-

Semitism is only a shadow of shat it was, "and there are many indi­

cations that Austrian anti-Semitism is not an outcome of deeply-

rest from wiiich Austria has of late been suffering."

view of events of the year 1897 the CHROMICIE is sure that anti-

Semitism is dying out and points as proof to the fact that the biggest

sporadic no.7, and that they are put down by the government.' And

thus, our source argues, .men such men as Herd misconceive of the

L

cannot believe that tha battle of religion 
liberty ... will ba loot because for a tiaa 
■ar ope has becc-e a hot-bed of st rue -ling wrd 
antagonistic nation* ... We cannot away with 
th<xm tint ’ e Hebrew prophets drei ed no 
rain vision when they fomw the coming reign 

■■ — • - - ' -

rooted feelings, but is rather an accompaniment of the general un-
,.131

antiHoemit!sm there is really “partly anti-capitalism, partly anti­

liberalism, and partly general obscurantism."^^

anti-Semites have been jailed or fined, that outbreaks are only
132

In the re—
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real nature of events, then we can understand hew "persecution has

driven sober and bust less-Ilk* Jews to the concision that tolerance

lo an tHpoa-ihl* tr*xs, and that tl» Jews have no other hope of

X.'Lit we there. .re find is that the ChHONTCLS speaks con-

sche:x> Ins the effect of threatening, in the nlnd of the Ci.T.CNICU,

And itits ccmittaenta to Ilfs and to its institutions.

readily aiiitted that this was true when Jt stated in an editorial,

too hopeful of their present

change as a revived National-

And in the same editorial,

in answer to the criticise: of English Jexry's unfavorable reaction

to neral’s scheae, ths editors naintain that it is not true that the

"Anglo-Jewish public has dismissed with

Jewish State," and concludes with this be­

lief about "Jewish solidarity,"

And, in conclusion, this is exactly the position that the

CHRONICLE takes with regard to any solution which proposes the estab­

lishment of a Jewish state in Palestine! tint it is all rigit for

the persecuted Jews, especially those of Russia and Poland, of

" ... why should it not mean that, despite 
differences in thought and belief, Jews can, 
nevertheless, sympathize as a whole with the 
feelings of any particular section of Jews? 
Jewish solidarity would justify itself, in 
the hi^iest sense, if it taught them that 
tlieir am point of view, however elevated it 
nay be, is not the only coin of ventage from 
which to survey the world's horizon."

proposals for founding a

prospects to believe that so radical a 

ity is either feasible or desirable."*"*

in 16?6, that "the Jews of England are

reasonable ha,» 1 nris than may He won by yielding to the prevailing

f.rd. ' ' ! - ; . ■ ■ '■ - ............ . '

a sneer the whole of the

placently through its prosperity and British citizenship. Herzl's
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Itin-ary, Persia er Tunisia, but it can never be conceived to be a

solution for the British Jexs who in no way stand in need of a

g-tyec tally 'uch a scheae as Hersl’s, sl^ly because itr . •-.

would haws all J-ws a nation cui newer be, and *.st

never be, thought of an < solution for British Jews who belong to

Hersl’s plan, for the.nation and one alone, the British nation.one

"Jewish Problea", but would onlyCHROKXClfi, Is no solation to

In fact, in all fairness to theintensify and perpetuate it.

CHRCTJICIE and to the Kvlian-Jewish ruling classes, the British Jews

(at least during the years cf 1:73 - 1897) need no such radical

solution because ^n.-jl>-Jex^r has no really great or difficult prob­

lens. AMjUFICATIC?!, as far as it was concerned, will take care of

its few "ninor" problens .



Crap ter Five

KPI LOO

first that the C.itblf LE fully supported and condoned the establish­

ed authority structure cf the A-^lo-Jewish community, Itself patterr>-

ed along the lines of the structure and established authority of

the English ccraunity and nation. Therefore, we have asserted that

the CiRO!iICI.E «as identified with and committed to tie institution

and sources of authority of loth the Aryl>-Je.rish and the English

coonunities. In ether words, the CHXOXIJLE Identified itself with

Jewry, A'illar JCATIdi thus represented this patterning of the Jewish

corcainity after the British. It represented both ths solutions to

t!w problans of English-Jewish life and also its norms as structural-

lued in its institutions. And this structure is what our source

identified itself with.

AIGLI'cICATICN secondly meant the policy of bringing to bear

all ueans of authority and comcunal agencies to anglicize the Jewish

foreign, unassimilated csss of

refugees attached itself to the community, this process of AUGLIFI-

CHROIIICIE comitt ed itself.

Thus did the CHROIHCIE adopt and assimilate the attitudes

and policies of the ruling classes of both conmnal structures,

coBsmity more and more; and when a

To cerci >, then, the over-ell ’heme of th# CIRO.VKIX can

CATICtl was intensified to met the challenge. To this too the

be said to be A.uJL..- £A 'Z' '<• This Ins been seen to have meant

all bases of authority of both ccssaxnal structures. For Anglo-
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of ruling eschelcns V English life an I at the same time also

of .w-e^wlty an accettince of the institutions of its own cceoi-

nlty since these c. is*. ;t«d the only basts for providing the status

and authority ef * ■ A lo-J-wish ruling elements. As spokesman

fcr the Bl idle end upper classes of its can ianediate society, tiw

CHROtnCLS to this extent is Halted as a source, unless history be

saade out to be senething confined to the viewpoints and notions of

Tie ChHONICLE isthocie in control and in positions of authority .

United in this manner especially because it has little conscious

It is not difficult to find fault and to criticize in such

natters, even though one who evaluates a source for histoiy may

understand this purely social phenceenon which stems from pear3 and

illusions concerning life and its challenges, or from misguided

solutions of life and its problems. Tlie nature of the involvmer.t

and cccsaittaent of Arl^x«>-Jewry steened from its attempt to solve

the problem consequent to living both as Jews and as Englishmen

among a dominant society of English Christians, such problems as

loyalty, status, defense and livelihood. A greater portion of

these solutions as structuralized took on the nature of defensive

phenomena, especially since the recently won political emancipation

gave Anglo-Jewiy its best opportunity for status and livelihood.

In the present thesis, the solution to the problem of the Jewish

poor was implemented in teims of defense and protection rather than

I 
i

and expressed awareness of the real nature of its involveoeut and 

committment

the nutual needs cf the immigrants and tie total community. And

the middle and upper classes. Our source represents an acceptance
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* I* fears and siscencepti ons of the ruling classes cf Anglo-Jewry

brought about th# nitration in which it found itself taring to

only antagoniaod the British Jews but becama the concern of Anglo-

l.-.ly because unassisilated and un-angllciswdJewry, It seen#,

the foreign poor re; reawnted a constant threat to what the Jewish

cocrainlty wanted to defer*! and to protect at all costs, — even

at the eipense cf real cot Iteration of fellow Jews,

Still the lap;rtant question is, if such a significant

soiree for Anglc-Jewish histcry as the CHRONICLE Is limited to the

extent that it is cuexitted as has teen described and, what is of

equal consequence, teat it is almost unaware of its involvement,

what is the standard by which comparatively objective his-erer. a

tory can be written? Can one escape the pitfalls in which the pres­

ent source is found? How car. objective history be attempted, since

the one who wants to evaluate sources in order to understand or

write history’ himself cannot escape the involvements and commit-

nents of his age and of his social milieu? Perhaps the one who

evaluates the CHRONICIE is merely viewing it through his own time

and society. Certainly this mst be true because it is society and

its culture alone which provides its members with the tools of

The

of one's own involveoeuts, committments and prejudices, and then

seeing to it that one is able to deal with them all as one aspect

of the major factors involved in the total situation which is being

investigated.

knowledge, with the modes of conceiving life and all reality.

only solution, then, lies in the direction of first becoming aware

car# for and to anglicise the East European Jewa, But they n<t
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And this is of the highest urgency because to the extent

that cne fails to realize and then not tike into account these

these frat the ruling groups of society, the ruling Jewish classes

theeuelves adopt not only what maintains the power of the corw

cults in the exploitation or the elinlnation of Jews, both the

rulers and the ruled, and of the Jewish cannunity, Therefore, to

the extent tiiat the leaders zf the Jewish community adopt ways of

thinking and living which, when threatened with decline or dis

tegration, can conveniently be salvaged or saved by using the Jew

it.

for ignoble and cruel purposes, — to this extent do those^such 

as the CHRONICLE who support and further the aims of the rulirg

co*altt«ent*. fa is thus adopting the attitudes and behavior patterra 

of the ruling classes of society. And very often in adopting

trolling groups ever the lower classes, but also what often r»~

groupSjaid in the discrimination or persecution of the Jews. To 

be aware of tills is the first necessary step toward a solution of
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