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Report on Rabbinical The5U o! Joseph Korasi.ck 
Entitled 

"Aspec~s of Literary and Kistorical Proble111s in~~~" 

l:r . Kar~&ick•a lhoal.a is" very cc"'P"tent cxpoe\t.lon or th" varlou' 
' cholar!y probleJlls rahed b7 I...~ ..Ow er of Ar1s~eJn , lhougl" he has, 
neceasarl.4', eO!lfincd hl.A:Jel! t.o the secondary lHerauu·e in ~"ll!llsh and 
:1odern Hebru, I.here u neverthl'le:os a p-atl.tyingl,y well- rounded aspec t to 
his olud) , He has read lllld absorbe<:I every book •n• article of slgn!.Cicance 
1, En.,lhh . 

His three chapt.e:a accord with a logical approach to his topic. First, 
he preaenta a s~ry of the Letter and an ab•treo t of the range of t.h<1 '"aou­
monts, CCj>Jprioill!' bath a ourvey <'f the quotations or reflections in the •no1ont 
writing• and then the varying nptnions on Hs authonticiiy in mod<:n echolorohip , 
His second chapter deals Iii th the historical prablol'ls raioed by tho Lctt•r, ~nd 
his third vllh the lltl.'rary, Kis total sunmary Is at the conclusion oJ' hl• 
third chapter, apparently becau•e the brev~t.y did not aeca to indicate the 
desirability o! a separate and fourth c!'lapt.er. 

Mr, Karas1clc t • dhcermcn: I-hat the hincrical pr( "l"""' and the U teNry 
qutotions are, though int.e.rt.vinod, diffarent is perceptively carried out. , 
In t.rlef, hls dullnctlon is this : Does the 1.etter rel'lect accurate history 1 
or ••f"ldentiousn•S! (which he calls propaganda )? Second, What genre or vrl tin& 
doca the Lotter fit into, in the light of what is known about Hellenisti c 
cOl'lpoaitions? The an&wer to the second question bears, of cour~e, on Lhe 
flret. 

Mr. Karasick notes corroctfy that the tasue <'f hie tori cal ul1ab1li ty 
l r&nscends 1.hc questton of the LXl( uanslotion. His l\&ndllng or the fa.c\ors 
here I• very good. But hls best. work ls in Ch4pter Three where lit ha• f ollcved 
the lo><! or i'arn in an ac~l• assos ... ent o! •ho literary probleu, auch as the 
r~latlonahip t.o the Sy11pOaiU."I 111\d to an Indian work of sor:e sinilarHy. 

The Uldtot1on in the u'e of languaiies keeps thi• ""BIJll fro" b~in& II 
deflnit.ive exposit.i on. There ar11, also,certr.1n styliotic infelkHh• 1'h1ch 
1 have asked the author lo correct, and he hos •8rCe•I to do oo. 

In viev oP I.he good quaU ly of this s•udy aud it• fir.e reflection of en 
ur\Jerotondl115 of the oat.crial, I .., happy to roc.,.,.,•nd Ule thesis ror acceptance. 

SIUIOlel Sandnel 
R•teree 



ASP~CTS o• LTT~'!J-'<V A'IO 1n~ro:Hc:J. 

P'lO!ILFJ~ TN TI!'·: ~ Qt'. ~ 

Tlle r l• sul»>ll t.e<t l n ~3rtial f\Ll. flll.Jrient " f 

r•'J'• 1rement" ror u .• lle~re· of ~aut.r ot' ~rts 

In He\>1'1!W Lttt t..l1•• ~nJ l'lrdlm•tl<>n 

DlUEST 

'111eru Bt'e 0 number of int.enust~ nf.l' probl em& \Jhk.h Ore .lmpt>bed 

by a book of the Pseudepirr apha known BS The Let t er oJ' Arl Lt eu . 

The l!lel>Mf"O of t h is sh ~rl book in slrr.ple . n DUrJ'Ol'I.<! to ten 

nf the ~r•rnsht Ion of the f!.r11t fl v~ l>Ook~ .) f the Hebrew :!lble int.o 

t.l'ie Ci N ek lanpun.1~ . Po\ievc1·1 on clover ~('\)tiny "'e find t.ha t the story 

r o! oes oertrdn hietcrical M d lH•:-" ry ><£ » '""" "lhicl. Rrl' nol readUy 

:;ol ved . Tlte bc..>k was s upposed Lu have be!e11 "rJtLen by .tn officer tn 

t he court or Ptohmy II Phi1"delr.t1us •nd ho wi shes to p\'fe ~he 101-

nrec.sion that he \J&.l'l • -; i"'t"Ak w·rit-i"'t• .i •,,1,,11 t.' e. Jev\ rh Int tJ 1 and 1 t!' 

:lcrl ~ L\lro. aut 1.h~re ore ccrtn\n lr.co:in! d.nnci"r in lhtt 1.i nl!llape 

which t.:ou\ 'J ~.end to show thHt. the M'l)J'k .. a t\ ac t.u;..lly •.trll t.en by a 

Htllenlzed Je•.i . 

'illerc b al"'U o nu.-nt,e r of t: rr<.w~ ln hist.nr\cal rnntl ,.rs "'\\ch 

You.hi itd..int! one t.o hel \t.1ve tJiu t the book was writ t.esn ttnt.. ·' ' · l)1e l.1me 

\t lb ~lo l1oou, but it is pr.il'nl•l.v ot a much taler d•t• , 

1'\f! ourrotii: of tt.i~ e>!-eay is n('t.. tu i>"'lve nnv of th~ ~c V.8rl ous 

l.letoriC'fti and li t.e1·1u•y ;H'Ohle!"'s. It. only ro!"~S ~:>~a(' tr .... r;,~c:-tc 

or th• l!>OH t. .. r ortanl of ll •O<C . The -:utin prol>le•r.< deol Vltl• V,e \1l• n­

tlt3• of ~ rl !tea• and the dAte oft'• wrtt!n~ or I.hi~ w1'rk . Jn the 

proces• l>f ~oll i1• with tllese problo"1s , an effort ha!l bee11 .,•Je In 

ohow how the lfork l o lrltorrPl•t•J with other o!~lleni •llo clncu. .. •'lt• 
•nd •h o tl1e • i..,U• rHy \hal 1t found bet ween l t and anotils r llellenlst lc 

type i.rorf: founrl in Indian litornt.u re. 

The Letter er Ar1£teat J when inYe•tir•ted , 1e r ou nd to be ~ 

COl'lpllcaW.d docl!llla nt both i n lta l1te rat7 aspects a"d wlUI t ile hlo-
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t.oricol proble .. o Lh•l ll r ill,... .. rt • .i·· I• IOUch to be dnnu \II furt.h...­

hve•tli;•t I~·· or the ... ork, ••ti \.hrr• '" • till tr.• i e oJ rnr . J orl ni ­

the oplnl >:I r•~•..,llnf lt• authorahl~ on-I lt.5 puri-ose. 

Ch.1pt.ftr 

Chapter II 

Chup\.er HI 

8 lbl I orraphy 
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l 
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y:, 
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CHAl'ml 

The docu.ont cont&! ned In Ule Peoudep\grepha t.o the Old 'l'o •t8"1~nt 

Imo"" aa .!!!! ~ .2! ~ to one or pr.•t histori cal and 11 Urary 

oontual on. While It ..,ntlone e vonte an! c horectoro or de fini te bla· 

tor1..al l.mp1>rt.1nce, ~ epeake or 1118"1 .. H corrt.emporAry "'°' t.h• 

authorllhlp or tho v ori<, there le auch 111ore o! • cont r adictory- nature 

ltl lch wou.J.d le•d ue to bell•• • t.hal Ult oothor vaa not • lllOMoT or U• 

t1-a or th" eoclety or ..... 1.ch he ""tu arc! 1dent1flea hiioaelt. 

At. first r.adlny, U.b lAttor would aq>ear to be the r.cordllll 

and t.h~ doCUJaent.otion or tM tr•ulat1 on or the Bible !1'0"' lebrev l nto 

ONek, Thie u the t r a/lalation kn:ivn to us • • the S..ptuar,lnt. But t.he 

ootllol etepa wl!ict1 tlll<e th• r'1rTltive up to the tlnlll rnilt1on of thl1 

oct ara tor more :teniethY tn<1 d .. tot led than th& rlo•'Y of the nr?cH" of 

the t ranslation \ halt. In other vorda , th i s lo not a reco r tllnv or • 

a ln~le hiatortc"1 event, but • doc..,ont Wi ieh vive• all the ooclol, 

rallriolla an.t related bht.orleal tacta .., lch caue&d t.1'111 llibl., to be 

t.ronslat....S Into th• •}ree• l a nt•uaye, Tn ract, \t Is f l"OOI this book t.hal 

UJe r .. Utar nMe, t.he S411't.ua'l.~t, or tho nltl Teat.•ent in 'lreek , OWl"S 

He or1gl n. Sine• the trWl tilat.ora or Uto Bible are numbel'*tl here aa 

nvent.y-t.1«> , th• l;reok tom tor sovent.y lo Wied aa a n 1nd.1cat.1on or the 

nw.ber of t ranala t.o,.,.. 

However , W\U • Uie t.Hn•l•~ion h the central theme .,d t ho 

cul.oWlet.ion or the nor retive 1 t)lo book, deopite 1t• omparttlVo brevltv, 

h dlscurnve , The re , ... a varl_.,y or subject• that it cove •• , """"' ln 

..., •• de tail than In ot.hera. But It. I.II the description ot t h<! actual 

..,"' or tbe tnnel.t. lon t.o ICllch ol l thee• "'"'°"" rocet.a oolnt, the 

actual vortt or th• t rtnalal\on 1" c-r• ••ed into the final .. at.Iona 

ot the story. 

'Jloe narrative t aket the rorm ot a l e tt.e r vrltten by • per aon 

n .. ad Ar ie ..... to hla bro ther Phllocl'• l••. \lhUe there t o no uluu -

i.i on in tbe acoept.ed fol"ll o r • vr1 t t e n l.$t:.er' 1t roll owe tll e .. tyle or 

an epistle ot ~e Ptol e.ale pC"1od l n &gypt , Stnca AleJU1ndr \a in l'.P.1l>l 

le t.hl prU.~ryo locale o! the &ven ts o! th" l ett.er , I t io .. ouaetl t.o be 

lhe plac<o or i t.a origin . The vrlt\ni or 1'99udOQTSOU8 epla-tlH VN t 

rnori te !o:no or llt.erature In th is P<>riod ard t his part. Of the vor ld, 1 

It tollolto "'-h• heU enhtlc Nlu tor nan .. t.1ve psoae 111 Ill• to,. of an 
2 

tplsUa . 'l1la tone or the let.tor la thlt o! In lllt. hor _.,o would h ove 

ue bel ieve Uttt be io t DA.glWI Oreek In t.l'le CO\l!'t of Ptole"I)' Jt Ph1ll· 

delphus (Nlgnad 28$-21.7 llCE), Slnne pert or t he preaent pbn o r th ll! 

..,rk 1a to eltbor•t. on thh :>01.nl, the evaluation or thh cl•iill vlll 

be &&de latar . 

The oontci t.e or the book are br1.e ny t e rollous. 0..etr 1.ua e1r 

Phalerua, the reported Ubrart an or the A.laundria libra ry-, propo4•• 

th•t King Pt.ol"'I)' fl , "1 nee ~· 11 .. recently f 'r .. d t u J m llh wvu In 

&a"Pt, follow hi1 Ml'Mnl.901111 • ct by ""ki ng t"- J ..,. tor t tl'fonehtlon 

or their ho1' lw for tho libr•?Y (1- 28). Thh tbe king t eele I.II • 

f ine hie• cid ho oc t.s 1-edittely by vrittn11: •letter to !leaser, Hteh 

Pr\eat i n J ero•al ..,. , u kinr him to ofil'ld eevent y-two noen to t ranebto 

lhue ecriptu rea (J4-lll), ard &l easer' s repl,y in the af fll'llletlve wi th 

the l\aJllH Oft.he t r .. l lalor& , lt1X M n rl"OIO Heb Of t.N! tVfl.lYe tribe e af 
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lnael (1.1-':l:>) , 'nl• klnr l.t.n senda ..., \ uu'\e8 l o ,leru•>l .., wi. th 

Rl rt• ror I.he 7.,.pte. The•• rlf~o ere dearr1b ed in ""'"t del-,U 

(Sl- 82). While U>e .,.11eanee , ,... In J e MJul..., , t hey deocr1he t ne 

cit.y., t.h" count rJ:.1•te and t~t' ~tr.pl.fl (ftJ-l'-0) . ;:}e-AT.ttr U\ 1ts th e Y\A\· 

tore hrowel 1 ' l:>l -127 ) . anl ytves • lonp tle r enoo or Jevhh lav {12~-

171), 1'lie tunslno ra KO t o Alexaodr\a (172 -l•f ) il'\d th•"1 toll""• l h • 

lo'l•ot. ,.0ct.10fl or the ul~. tt. l ! a ban(Jlel vtven the ~ono1'1!11 ~uu•1 

over 1 period or iit!Vrn day.. . The kh1r aaks e•c!j or t.hr a • 011! ~ ' tof\ 

and ho I• ..,...,,,.,...d by .. ct ""'" In "'os~ b r ll Ha~ raohl<>n (1R7 - Ji") , 

TM• II ln t.h• n•~ure of a eympoa\111'1 . 11\e !'1 nol short •«t.l"n OA•l 

\11th tho lrand•tl"n and .... oe pll nn of tit• b w, flr•t b)o ttir 1>• 0«1& •m 

thm1 by Pwl""Y (l<l\ - J?2) • 

Tho !Jolportocwo or thl~ noo;. I.a r'<>t Lt1e book lt.tielJ , '•ut Ute ln ­

tluenct u . hi! hgd on lale r ti\st.ori.n e- . 'the effe ct. or it.ft 111c•ssa ~:e hau 

lleen p~orou11c: upon b t.<lr Ul.e rat11rc . !!epar<Uer.s ur >1h•t the l rue 

.tou r ce• ol l,.}ie l"t.t.ttr nu.y- ti 1y~ \J .. en, H 11eei.1 t.o ~ ~he earl \eft re-

t he da t e or IJ !8 llOiic I.a In uoubt • M \5 i)l• eu~•ct. o' rl\n trover~v . II 

le r • n•r oll,Y •pl"!IB I thi!t ol\ llLeMtl~re ~ullr.p 1:tU> tM .... srre\flr 

••ent I• allbooquont In I•• •uthor.i , Ip, 

Also , tho quutl"" or tho 1 ran oh t.l m I ~•elr lo Ut• sol" r e••"n 

ror \.h1e r 1rt. lC:Ullr " ortt:t e lllt>OT'l.• .1Cft ln l;)t e,r } \t ll!T.A t.U~. 

tll"!l•k Sll;le vu u e la;>or t onL eource or Ul• Old ~edt.Menl In the •°"'""' 
ChrhLI.., doctrines, Lhl• lotter t.colc on lldded l~rLa..ce I :I U1e • )'09 

ot "11• ~en vtlO """' pi-epar\l'lj tl:e h ll hl docmoe'>ta7 e •ld .... ce r .. r O•r la­

LI an\ ty . n... r. renk !<Ible l e t he source er vir"tua.lly all U>e cl t a I.Iona 

1n Ute Nev fe eLaMnt; l terefore, Uva• 1111 tlv- mjlr• val u>hl • f'>r lM 

toundere ot t.he n•vl,:r ••r«in~ rat th to h .. o a docuaent upon wit ch they 

could rely t or thelr ovn div1"9 ....... . 

1't. euliut r-.terence t o I.hie won- I.I at.trlbllted to the J 1triah 

htatorl -n , Artatobu.lue. Ith .. not 8"n1ud lnt..act and It. le ouoled 

J 
by Bueeb1WI (26o-Jl.O C3) . It p~rtA t.o l\IY• been addreeaed to 

t:tnf Ptole.;y VI Phll ... t.er (181-lhS OCI) , but Ihle cl• h• t.o 10 hll'Jl 
~ 

., .,t.lqll.ity b H been dhput•d ti)' aan7 crttt.c1. Sine• we heft only 

the ""rd o! l!!woebiwo for th la doc- t .. d there h no other reference 

t.o Ua vork by earU n hht.orh na, the c1tetlcn hH led t.o Vl"l•t con-

t\lalon In the d att np ot t h e • Let.tar o! Arhteu.• 

Philo. 

Cloaor ln tl.loo to t h e letter 11 th• uex .. ndrton Jwtoh Writ.er , 

ln hla work, "On K~ael. he do11 not ..enti •n Ar\ate .. "1 n•e, 

but. he doe• reproduce c•rl•1n 1de .. that o~cur \n Arhhaa. Still tn 

detail the't'e •re 50lllO dlffrrroncea
6 

l n d&ta1l vhtch have l ed """'"to 
.. line that both w rite have boel)!.nnuenced by • oOl!l"llon t r•d l tton. The 

Min detail.II or d ltterenc• 11\lch appHr e re th~t Philo Olll\A rerarence 

to PM.lJldelphua fl"!letnp or t.he J1"11b 1llne, the vialt t.o Je ruula11, 

the role or O...etrtus or Ph&l • Nll llld the det.rill or the t ransl.at ton. 

although ho OOeo nent.lon ll ln pHe\ng. Porh1111 the 1rreat.est. d! t­

tarence co•s at the and ot t he t&le. Anet .. • conclu'1es vi th only t he 

untionlnr or t.h• tl'tll'lal.at.1on'e aceept.111ce, l'hUo cont.lnuee t.o el•bo-

ntet 

• For thie clUae there la held t o U>\e Ila, ever:r ;year 
a teetinl and publlc • u•bl.1 on the bland o! Pltaroo, 
t.o tltlch not. J...,1 01111 bu t .W.tltudos Cree other natlone 
cro•• the vet.er, to P•1 re"erence t.o t.ho spell. on wit ch 
the lraneh t.lon tlr•t abed lt1 ll1¢1t, and t.o ~Ye Lhlnb 
to Goel tor a benetlt, 1nclent :ret ever new,• ( 7) 



Phllo then add• thtt th\a tl'6n•hlinn >!AS I.be cauee or notloo&l cele­

br1t.ton t.o Ule rlac• wh..r• t.he tl'onll1Uon too~ place. 

While Ariet.ebulue Ila:!' hove been d\•tased •• lnu\\d b7 Mt­

torlana md I.he reference tn PhUo be CO'ltid&red as probably rely1n.i 

uixm tho ,U.1"1 taa >1ork, auch cannot be I.ho case 01· thd tlOle etory to 

8 
be round in JJ -ephua. Kowevor, Joaephu• dou not rhe UI ill the 

detall or t.he ten •* t t. ~pearl In 'rleU••· 'n:.. un~ncea ere 

• bridged • rd recut- In I.he htst.oriln't p1rt.icula r Hter•!"T atyle. 

ut.abllthOI t he f act wt U\e Let.tu or Artateae vaa current 1n Paloa­

t.lne 1n t.he .rir•t century C.E. '!'lie ujor dHfereoce betvnen Ar1~1 tu 

and J<'UMU5 la th._ the latter OOll ts .. ny dot.e lls of c.lie Letter, ln­

cludlTll Uv> \nt roducUon (1-'l. tho 1151. or t r"1a1al ore (t.7-!)tl), J oumay 

to Jecuul~:o and the neenio or ,;1euer (82-tnl, thfl btnQ\Jnta ll'\>.h the 

detallo or the queellor\JI end aiowor• U68-29l\ ..,11 the l•ot Uno or 

Ari •l•a• (322\ 

ll&das9 find• that t h• ""1HIOn or, ... ot thil> ... terhl b '1Ult.oo 

naturol. The h1atoMen w •Jl <l not be Inclined to 1111• the ulutotion end 

the closi>IS' of th>! lirtter a• port. nt hls oltl wrltlnP. Por th• ..,.10-

elon Of the n""ea JoHphue Uya • f have not thought ii MCIUlry lo 

reoort t.he nao:; or t.he .. venty eldnt .;,o ..,.,... 6onl dovn bJ El eacer 

and brouptlt u.e Law, t hot r n&."IU be1n, Ht dovn al the anf. or I.le 

letter,• And • • for I.ho queotl ons, he Ol\YD •ao thot a rvone wm wl•he~ 

t.o tind out t.t.. details of t~.e ~fttUon• cU •c""eod at tl'le b.,,quot can 

laam thu bT reading Ula book vrlct• ' rletaeue (5lc\ COllpo•ed on th\& 

&c:count9• 

6 

1118" tine b....,, un7 obj ectione to the uae or J oaephue by em.a 

echolara Wlo colas.. that it ls not 1n keep1n11 vith th e oplrlt or do .. 

not. baraoniu llt th t.he langwou or the Aotl..ui t.1ea.10 Sa. of the 

details or the ort~lntl let.t.er hi.vti 1-.•n ..,oothe-1 owr and trS1s1 t.lontl 

1111tortal odded ,.,.,,.., aome of thu ~1·1n11tlon• or Ar1et H e baa """'"d 

obnapt or •>«ward.
11 

Aleo ln t l"e duerip\lon or Pt.ol•"IY'• 1t1tt• to the 

r..ple there 1a so• difference o! «ii.tail. Ar1ateae d .. e not unuaerot.. 

Ulua gi.fta (Sl-J?) , lllUe Josoph11& list.s thlrt.7. Ar1at.u vr.t. .. that 

IJ..,,etrl\18 •n•wera the klnr'• QIJeatlon as to tto library'• lnvontorr •• 

tbotl 200,0"0 bookl Yll.I• t.he hOPll Of 11-l! rea<:hirir 91n ,l'"'(l , ~ooophul' 

•C71' t.llet th~r• 11ere e:uoUy :>oo ,ooo, 
12 

Arlal • u H)'a U.At the trarua-

latons ....,.,, .ntert.&l ned for aoven de) s .ti lle Jostl'hUS ~iYu tho nl.Cllber 

&a twelve, Ho...,ver , ror t.'1e style or the ancle'\t hl ! l.orlan, the•e de-

tail& do not 01ake a diff•r•Mo, u deto 11 per ae va8 not 

f or vh1ch they strove. The largt r rr•ovork or t.h~ •tory •• •hen "1 

t.lte tvo """" ta rlJllla- ... a al.N:e bot.It worta v ere aunt to be ?UT"POahe 

lo object., ve cen 1.111111e that t.hHe eU~t •alters would Mt lulvo Ileen 

or 11uoh oorr.ern to ti.11 . 

Since the Letter or Arlatd• 1t !Japortant to tti.> rhe of Chrh­

Uaolt;y , 1t 1o t.hte blst.or1cal proceee .;,1d> ha1> ca .. a.d the vo,.. to be 

l..portant. llhat 1 t.e origlnol Intent •q have beon 1a or no "on:em lo 

the Church h1at.orian, ae I.he lr&n•laUOfl or the Soptuaf:int and lte di­

vinity are central ln the tteolopy or tho .,.,. mov ... ~nt . It. IJJ little 

wondor then Uiat the IH>rl< woa us etl u an !Joportant source dOC1lllllnt ln 

eady Church hbtoty. lie Nnd It uud and quoted by Mn euch as Just.in 

llart,r (ClOO-l6S CS) , 1) an ano~oua Althor coll O<' Paeudo-Just1n, lli llt>o 
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tancll\U e01bell1elnenta ot h.IJ ~n, Irenuus (17r CE), who UHS 

o! the •11110 elabot"at1011J1 , Cle• nt 
16 

o! Uexand1'la ('l.50-~'l.1) vho 

atill cont1nll•11 to enlarge tho story by cao!"'dn,@ ti.. s tory to the 

inspiration or Esr• In r<,.l•inr ~crlpture ar1.er the rotllnl fro• oxl\o, 

and Tert.uJ.llln ( r,160)17 ..tio ls I.ht only """ to "entlon Ariat .. • a• th• 

aourc• of h\a 11nuoi. nie pop11lar l•rend or tho eoent1-two writ.er• 

vorkh~ separately an:I caoparln~ the re.ulta of their tranelet\oM, 

Cilldlnp th°"' to be Identical, la popular 11\th t hese hl••or1IWI ' • \Iller• 

Ute ber;lnnin• or thu elabora tion •lllY h.tva been is• QUe•U"'1 that lll'uld 

de~end on fUrthH st.udy. None or the 11rl1~r .s1111Tct1 onr •P:e 11eritlon 

or this hct. 'ne Cbutth Fotl\era rent rall)' accepted thla bel\ef an:I 
18 

l1tgend,.,ven tbou~t> there ie 1a.>11 •ocl! tlc a t.IO<'I In dtrterart vl'ltere. 

19 
One exception le J• l"DIDll (31i6-h2(1). II• etat.• that tlile bel\~r I• ln-

"oMltltCflt with the ucUer tradition. llut the tale had hoemi• too 

powerf'ul tbrou~h t.h• aree. By t.t>e tlae of klll\IGti m ()5L-J.YJl It 111s 

""vell proe~rved tb•t h• .. · e: It . .. !let In his bool<, "Clt1 or llod.• 

Prohabl,y the beat. known ot the "r4' Chrlathn II?'\ ter• t o .. lee 
20 

use of •rletn• ond 1•i•e credit,.., 2uHb l.a (26$-3!10 ct) . Ile oaee 

about one <P•rt•r or tho """" ln unadorned ani! JStraJ~htrorw.,'1 f a•Mon. 

\'ihlle he ueu the krl 11 ••• doc1111ent and vtvu the author cr<1clll, he 

also 1ntortll\ne• the s"t.ory with quoutlme or Pnuo, J05~h1e and 

Anstobulue t<> uke a 111ooth n•l'T•tlv". Eueeblws did not vrl te '""ch 
in the VIJ.7 or Oas'ltntary, but Wied ehnrt, plt}\y phraoea .. ,d Nlol"menta 

1.o bln:I Ula v ori< o! other Mn ta'ether In thft !o"" of• e t,.al pht, unln­

t.erNpted narrat!Ye. lt ta b•r coto r•rln~ t.he quotes or E'as~o:ll.I tM t. 

8 

.,.ch ol the text.Ital. critich• o! lAtt.er d i!!' echolat"ehip has b<len 1ble 

to recor.>etruet .. d coi:-...,ot cun:r o.t the 11aru1crlpta or the l ,ettftr. 

Both I.he .!:!!!!!'. ~ Arl a t.ae end lasends a rising f'rom the t rane­

lat.lon ot the 81ble into OrHk h.11 !nnuenctd l'•bblnio vrit1n11. Where .. 

the tra.uatlon bu been ueed bJ the Chriethne •• central 1n t!Mtir 

~chem, the rabbla In their vrltlnr hne on~ :udol allualore to the 

1ncld9nte. ?ho trarucla Uon vea not conetdored U!portent, beca11se th•~• 

"'' " ot ill had the llebrev Ten •• Utel r nource doc""'e"t. Norie of tho 

ltlather i hl!H vr1t1ngo Ut 11111!1~ by t.hle book or r:~ to 1na\her ln­

deperdent a..ir c• ii 1 moot que stion. As vi th 1&0'1. rabbinic vrltlnp, 

onl,y the bare facto are ~1ven .. tu.out too auch el&Doratlon. 

• on the el g)lth do;y o! Teveth , tM Lav """ vrt tte n In 
Oreel< In Ule d8,Ya of Kin~ Tolmal, and darkneoa c .. e 
upon the 11orld fbr thr•~ dlQl I.• 21. 

It can be seen f ro.. thle quotation I.hat the trmalatlnn did not 

ban • posit.he effect Ut>On the rabbis wh o vrot.e this port1"ft. '!'here 

ant a rev other rabbinic aourceo l<lll ch hne •"""' moen\np in the at\141 

of t.he ~ E!_ ~.!!· Since rebblnlc Hteratul"9 c•nnot. be dalltd 

to tho beginninf or H eh 1ndividuel aactlon ot tradition , It voulrl be 

Ulpooal ble to deteml M Ute exact tr ... e Of reference Hoh would ~AVll 

t~ the present vork. We con as11UJ11e thourh thet the cod1.tlo1t1 on or all 

of the varies at"e subsequent to I.Ile ~ ~ ,!!!!!~ and that thl"CNgh 

trad1U on .. ct appllcallon Uley do hne eomthinr ~o do vith eaeh other, 

"The Lev 11u•t not be written In ordinary l!abrov2
2 

noi. in Ar• a le nar In the M.dhn langu"f'• nor In 
Oree!.. A copy written ln any tore 11(!1 tongue or 
f oreign charactel' • hall n:it. bl! ueed for reeding 
In Uio aen'icu, but olll;r ono vritten In As5}'1"1an 
characters. 2J 



2t. 
• !l hoppened one• th•• rt ve elders vrot• the Law 
io 'lreek ror l(ifti; Tobia! ; and th•t Jay ia• o ~r·<l 
du for h rasl 1 21.lt• I.he day on wMch lerael Mde 
t~ yolden calr, 5 hocauao ti.. law """ not. c•r•bh 
of betnr, lnte tpreted acnordlnv t o all lts renu lre­
:rients . 

•~r,airt 1~ happonetl to Kinf Tolm•t lhat. ho •see"11)le1t 
" 'v•nty"6 elder• and phced th""' tn ••v~nt;v celle, 
lltd did not make known to the. vherefo re he h•d 
J4'S0"1bled t~; hut h• cne to u ch of thn In tum 
""d ulrl to thero, •WrHe ""' out t~ e Law or l!osos 
vnur ... n e r, • l,)od put COlV\Hl Into t~ heart of 
•••• ,. one or th.,,' th•'· the7 v•r• all or on• al'ld. 
&nd they vrote out for ht.. th " Lav by I t.aelf. lut 
th•y alt.ere<! U1lrt•en J>O••••U ln It ,• 

Tt.e Ft ~ollowe 1.llen an en~r1t \ nn or ll'e!I• oasnrea. ll ~an be seen 

(...,.,. lll1o Ulu~trot Ion tl1ol t.ht t r1nol•tl~n vu not r re4'trd vltt tho 

joy and enthu• li'"" or tho vrltere ~r roh\,l nl< l\hr•ture a. hA<I the 

v rHen or ' lexandria ond t~e f' r.,.or• or 0:1rly Chr htl•n )1l• t.nrv. ':'he 

t.hirt.een pm.so.af e! of Al t.~ratln'\ Or" Al t.O ""'°'nt\Ot\l!d ln th,. .I PMJ011 elft 

• .i,.ud. 7? The fr,..,.•rs o~ tht ~1 \t\hna •l•o lo.11•11 of th~ I r~n~lAUon 
atory l)"c8U$1> they wrote th•t t he S.:r!ptllre 8 coul,d w writ ton In in..ok , 

" 'l•on! Y• huaa ul <I that the perni•slon or our rabble 
as to v rlllnr ln ; r••k exvndo onl,y t.o the book or 
the L•w ~nd thOl II berauee or wt.at t.appened In lhc 
case or Klnp Tol.Nl . • 2~ 

'n!J1 la the subeunce or the~ Lo, end as tl reach.., he rol•"I•. 

They . alonl' "1th the \O'ltrr!I or t"-· otber t radl t.lano. • .... ln­

t.ereateJ on.lY tn IJ•• oubetance or the o~t about the lran"\nt l '" • 

one of the brl efe~t p•rh or th• norrotive . '~e cau " "" .i ~o t h•t I.lie 

l•s:end of U:• ~•parate cell• olso lf'POO.:-• In thl o Ht e -olu~, althou,•h 

j • 11 never a entloned 1'1 our et ory . ln ract., there. ha o: lH'I~ nt" nvtdf'nce 

1.r.~1 ouch a buil<l 1ng u deaorl beii with seHnty-tvo cell& had ev~r been 

10 

built on tbo iel.,d or l'llaroo, where t"" t nnalatlon took phco, and 

ae ve have eeen, tt wu rejected by Je...,.,.., 

Rabbinic l tt.er• ture preae nte a dan: , or at beat a oanpl'Ollll ll'll! 

picture o! the legend ot the translati on . 1t ts oot in keepin~ vtth 

the report ot t ho co11111unity of Jevo or Al8Xinrlrla as g1v en In tho Letter 

or U-iste•• • 
29 

"When tho vori< wae concluded Demetriua aee,..bled the 
canun1t1 or the Jewa at the pbce IOhere the t r«ru1 -
lation 11 .. eacuted, .,,d Aod it. to the entire 
K•t.herlng, the translalore too be1n" pre:ont; theae 
received • rreat. ontion fr"Oll the conwntty aloo, In 
recornHton or the <' l"lat aervtc<o tor vh1~h they vere 
reeponeible, And they accorded Demetriue a et...Uar 
reception , and reqUeet.ed hia to have a transcription 
of the enti re Law •.te 1r1d to presem It. t.o their nil•..... ( .x>8- )09) 

The Lette r o! Artatea.s b not concemed v1 t h t ll> t ranalatlon ot 

the entire Old Testament , Nner cloea tt or the book~ re!erri np to the 

et.ory aay anything about the Bibla oth1r thlll 11ent\onlng Ult Law , .tl ich 

ta the Sllb.stance or I.he rlrllt rive boolal . It ts preaimted • • • cont.em-

1>oraJ7 ttcord, vrt tten by 1n eye v1.t,...1r;, A~cordinp to 011r writer it 

takes place <h!rltlg the Hf•tlae ot Queen Arei.!loe . (l.l) Pt.oltto;V Pbl lade l-

phwr wae aarried to t .., ""Mn, botb a a od Aralnoe, eo It hoe becOlte a 

probl,. as to Which one It la . II)' ualng o ther refenmcH It hH been 

Ol8UUd thie Was the UCOnd Of th o ho <Jleel\9 .)0 tf thla \ll true then 

the dato o! the eventa ot the book c1n be l'i:md between 2711"270 BQJ, 

Tno tone or tho book voul<I tend to nave II• belten that the wom1 were 

comp09 ed al1110at 1-dl 1tflly tfter the occurrence or U1e events llhich It 
)1 

recorda, Ila V'!ll deal hovever wi th the pooaible dates of the cm-

poaitlor. latAr. 
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Since the 1tneent.h ceowry there have bean mlNl'Ollll doubte 

rei1ed u to th• P'ftdnenaee ot the Let.tar or Arhtau. TM t'im 

c- troa a -nt.•rr on Augu1Un• '• Cltr or Ood. It. va1 mtt.en by 
)2 

Ludortoue <¥ Vivee. How ver, t.he book vu defended rroa hh ottaclc 

unt.il l.681. vb"" the tlret ro .. 11 crltl c:l&m or the ...,,y 1111 vrltt.en by 

RllllPlreT Hodf, a proreuor of Greek ot Oitrord, Fros this t.iM untU 

now th• booll bu bean e t tadced both hht.orlcal~ and as 1 llteruy vorlc. 

ret there 1& much ln the VOrlt th e t vilJ ,be UI biatorl coJ. cJUH to the 

nature or !be Hellenhttc vorld •Ill AlelUlndri., Juda1 11111 1f ve can ee11•-

rate U.. fact.a troa the fancy. Since the t\JOe or RO<jy or om Svete, 

vho """ con•idered one ot the tre•t authorltles °" tM S•ptuavtnt at 

tb• be~inni.ng of the tnotleth century, Uwre has c""'• t o cur h111ds 

n.-roue eYidence or vhlch those former eo)Jolll'a vere unaware , Wh1l.e 

thla cannot solve Ill I.hi dittleult1es connect.ad ill.th t.he ~ 

Ariltua, 1t c., d\e<I lt,)>t on its coapoaltlon Ind deU,,,. 1'>a bte­

t.orhn• of the period or the S..pt.u1plnt Md Nev T~at•ent eow ln lt 

only the ilaport.ence ot ttw trondl•Uon or tl-r Lav. Thia f1111 be iloport-

ant. , but lt !aila to phe us the ,. .. eon u to vhy this oectlon tal!;es up 

onlr a ••rr alllll po zUon at the end. Jt u true thet It 11 the ear-

l1Ht. •arsion w hne ot this i reat event in ou r eecl .. heLclJ h1•tory, 

but echola..,. hne look ad to other oectllll\a ot tlle book to eae vha t they 

could M.nd. 

An 1n1t1nc• or t.hll otber ktad or 1nvutlgatiol\ o•n be ..... in 

the IOOl'k lo EQpti., paprr1 and their rdat.lon to thh book. Tcharl­

koHr)) aqa th& '"ill t.he U r nt ol' the nev evidence •ll'lier 1.nrononioa 
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d•rhed rroa Ute....,. llOUl"Cat &loo gaino ...,, etcnlrto .. ce, There u 
00 loncer .... reuon tar rej a ctlnr: rr\dence or I.he 4tter or .trl.etaaa. 

:Nt ve an 1t.W faced vi.th the probl.eiu of llho w11 the 1utJior Arlawaa, 

"'•t was h1.a lnt.,tlcne ln writing thl.6 lei.tor tr ho waa not 1 coni.­

por•tl', 1111111 waa the book lfr Lt.ten , .,d what u l te oomectlon ,. th hl•· 

tory. 'lh• n h lluch tn~d.,nc" laact< ng to 111swrtne UM quHtl ;on1, bnt 

it a11at only r<.aain •TWen~ !'\"ao llhlcb concl~lona con be d n ..., , We 

con onl•r a1ll'&iu "'°"' the toots w h.tVe at h.,d, We c.,not drov h .. ty 

conclusions ncept "'1ere that .. tdance in the book and f1'0<ll huto,., can 

1hov ua otthor t.lle correct.ne~e or faletty or 1t1tnente. "b Ue ve can 

agree Vl Ul KodT ve JIWI t aearch tllM h•r to " "" h' any or t.he erld.,ce, 

whlch ha dial Had •• whol~ unrelt1ble, can be •al vel(ad and ued t o 

our benatlt , There has been much writ.ten about the Letter o r •rte!!!! 

ln l!lodern U""e ln 11.vit or new erldenca art! nev dhcovery tbo t wu no~ 

accoutble to theee fo"""r a chohre . lfhtle tte probleu at.111 rea&in, 

t.Ms nev ntdence etld scbol.lrdhlp can ehed ltpht. on t.hh n&Tative ln 

light of u .. u 1"1 or the literature contempora17 t.o It, 
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It ve take t.he Lett er or Arhteae e t 1 to hce n l u~, then there 

14 no probl&111, It ia •roly the recount.int at a ei,,ple atoey, tho t.T•n•­

btion o! th• ~av lnto Oreek . !lllt proble11• have •rl aen ~ the text or 

thh book v ii.ch b.o•• ~aueed sen t 4 beHen that tt V H not a boolt to b e 

taken ot !ace •alue, Rlther 1 t t had lftother JIU'1JOSI. flut bet'>l'e tho 

pur,>0ae \e to be l!novn , tho book a Bl it.a 111t.bor h aa to be pl1c .. 1 In o 

cert.oln hietorlc•l period, lle1\d11 tJ1h, Uie pereon ~rl•tea~ hoe to be 

ldentiCllKI if the purpoae or thi s •eaeaite le to ~ d! ooo• e red, or l ea • 

laporhnce but jwn. u lntorett.111• h t)le l denUrtcat l ?n ot PhUocntee , 

tile one to '*io,. the let.tor 1e auppoH dly vrttten, 

Ae to I.he !de nttricotton or Phllocriieo, the tort II all ve hne. 

11<1 ii .,.ntlorted only once by n••e (l) bu t. ht.er ln the pr°""' It •IY•• 

"To )'OU VhO are 8 }OHJ' Of leom\ ny 1 n Utters c opeble 
or benefltlng the •lnd 1t le rlf!ht t.o c-.unlc•te thea. 
thlnge. Gladly ...,ltld I c°""""icate th8'0 to •ll ""o ere 
lU!e~mlrded, but In P•rtlcu.l.ar to you, ,.,os e conv1c­
tlona a re gonulne 81\d v ho ON not only proven f'3' brothe r 
l(&mone In charocur bu< ~•n at one "1 th."" In t!tl'lv\ ni' 
ror ROod . • (7) 

Fr- !.hi.a v e 111.P>t Inter th.t Ph\locrat.ea could bl! t.ho blood brot.hor ot 

Arlete11. f\lt tn Greek pbllosoplllcal vrttlnv u,., ideo or kl11eh\p ls not 

neuured only by blood, but by ot .. uerlt.y or conduct and puroult of the 
l 

••• object.a . 'nlen th ta brother could ha Ye been someone ,.,o had tiioll-

lu 1deH and drlvO or OUI' llUthor Ind th a teno brother COUlrl be a 

ro"'ll kind ot 1ddre11, 'b ... e 1s no other rere....,ce In liter ature, 

either hlirw or in other HeUentoti.; •IUnra, to 1 Phllocrlt..1 .iho u n 

~ \dentitted as t.hla one , So the anewr II 14/'t to tht r .. dor v ho muat. 

16 

1.nt.erpret. !or hiaHl! tll1a perem'~ \dentttlcatton. 

!be took lftcl1it.a .,thor preeent u.e v1t.h •ore torsl.4-ble p.robl ..... 

Slnce ti• pro'bleu beCDM ... r. dt rti cult vit.b the elaboration• or later 

writing•, •o•t ot the 1n•eetigotl on lllllllt co"e r~s t.he tl!rt it.eel! and 

wit.h lhe ;ier1od ot blat.ory vi th Wilch t.be text de ale. In order t.o Jet 

eY~D a oeablance ot eo• ldH or the puTllOU of t.be bOOi "8 11\llft. firtrt 

look at lh• book 1 n tftW• or h1at.ory cont•"'J>OratT to U , Hov doe• 11 

acne aid hov doot tt cliaagree1 Alt.er VI ettabUoh the tacto ot bta· 

tory eurrowdtng the text, tlle11 we will be tn a bett.er poeitton t.o \nter-

11ret. '*iot.ever probl11U other th.,, hlll't.orical "1th which "" are faced. 

There ere n""erouo tratoncee Where lcnovn h ••torlcal ract end 

the e'Yente dHcribed ln the Lirt.ter or arloteaa do net. coJndde, We 

hne alreacly ea.id that. thl event• tn tbe book are supposed to be llllllterl 

to a al\01· t t...na un11190Uied, e""'e-<htf'9 Ir> th.e yearo 278-270 BC!l. ;"".., 

\l)o t one or Uw let.tor , tbe Ol!tbor vcaild h .... ... lMlln• that lt la 

very eooo artar the ••""h took placa tN t Ila 1a vrlttn~. Tet tbel'e 

are eo• iNtancee, butorical c'll literary, that "lir ceua• uo "°"' 
trouble it ve put total !11th 1n the t ext, 

'!'here ore I.VD lnst.a11:et In vll\ch ~ author vritee vhat .n,ht. 

••• to be an anaehroni• . 

"Now "'"" thia bualneea vu n.nuhed lie bode O...etriuo 
t.o eul:nilt a atat.Qent concemln• t he t 1'anacr1pt1on 
ot the Jevisb booka, Th••• kitlj!• u&ed to adlllnlater 
aU t.11111' bU&intU throullh decJ'HI li{£h ,.,..it pre-
o .. tion.• (28) 

The u .. or the ~rfect eeeu t.o indicate tha~ the 1Ulbor vae .-at.a 

(..,,.. the event. 1'ttre wu onl.Y one P\olemy, Soter, before Phlledelphu1, 
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2 
so ttih would .. .,. to incl uda 1 prc .. nt.ly reign111P killl'. Aleo in tho 

•Arul eo t.be "n91chal IUcanor 1NJaOned Dor othe11a, in 
W! OH pl'O'f'l.nce WH Yi.t toni feel, and ol"d41red hi• 
to c1lr17 Dllt. the preparoti on in • ...,..., pot'Ucular. 
ror ... e11 voe the arnn,..,.nt in!'tltuted by t.be ktnr , 
~ich zau uy obserYe i!'--':!!!...!.~·· (182 ) 

Hon a l.so tnere ie ., incHcatlQ'I or a considerable tnte,..al or tt.e , 

Al ao it tr noted that elnce thle verso rereni to Ulo reaeiYin, ti ..,_ 

buudol'ft H could t oke pl,ace in ony porl od until )) l!CR, vhen t he 

Roaana took o•or Sll)'l>t .,d the inde!l•nd9nt Ptol."°" d;rnart7 cl.!Do to an 

3 
end. 

'!he 11toru y anachron\• la on17 th• r ault thot le 111>0•.rent in 

the ten, The re are tl"e• .ihen hietorl.ca l event. either elude our 

a11thor or he la totol.17 lgnonnt. or cuny baelc facu or hhtnry. P'or 

o pereon vrtttnr tn a far dist.ant ti •ff without not.ea I.hie m\pht oem to 

be quite ... t.llJ'al. llut to be l"'°oror:t of cont Mf'IOl'U Y events whUe 

v rttin11; ab01t U.M vtUI allhorhy vould ••tn to be hl,tily lnc<>nltl'UOUS, 

Artatus io guUt.7 or uny or theu hlatorical onochronlaOIS, "°""' very 

alight and SOOIO r 1arln11, !::Ollle or thMe O\Ot'8 eerlOUS Olietakee have a 

direct bHrlnt> on th• n orra t.1 ve I toel.r. 

Probably the votat l>f thue hht.ortc al error~ I.JI !'le idenU !1-

c at1on of the man De!r.etriWI or Pholeruia , to v 1'.¥>111 Art ehH ucr\bea the 

rupons\billty or the t.ranolnion or t.l"e Lov and oets b\.lo 110 oe h"'d o! 
~ 

t.he L1brUT or Ale1andrio, There b clocmental'"f nldenc• t o lhow that 

tbla VU not the COie. Jn the tlM Of Pbllodelpl\WI t~e oft1Ce Of 11-

brarlan 110 rtlled by ~enod•tus uC Ephesue , ind et hh de11\8e by 

6rato1thenee. Dernetriua nr Phalerlllll .... drl•"" ,,..,,,. 'then• \n J07 !!CS 

--------~ 
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bJ- .-tr1111 Poliorce tu. Ha vH than bl'<lllrht to Alexandrio bJ' Ptolell\Y t 

Soter. When the queetion or the eucceea1on or tlle !:gyptian throne vas 

s 
in <p.1estion, O...triue b aoUd Sot<'r'• • ldee t eon, Pt.ol~ Keraunue. ror 

t.hie act or 111\!11 u..tulDUS Phllad•lphue VH nc.t OD ""°d te"'8 V i tll the 

librarian md b-.iahed ht. 1-diatelz upoo hb acc,..sicn •• ki"'I in 

21sS' BC!l, 
6 

H• died etlll in ~xi:.e eho:-tly artervatd. There le " ~ep or 

alM>rt e igllt yearu bet.vHn hie death and the earliest poealble <t.te ol 

the tran•htian, Thia would • ...,., to be lmovledp• or the "'~"" al•ent• l'"f 

source ii our &1tilor were "7'itlru1 at a t.lme cont•porary t o the e•ent, 

I! it is lleJoetr\WI who 1a r .. ponolble 1 Ulen Sot.ar U tile l<lnp tnler vbao 

I.ha t r onelat.\on had tok1tn place, l! •.Me le eo, t.ien the author le con• 

fllMd about the rolea of t he first. and e eoond ftol'"'I)". 
7 

'l'tler• 1.'! hOlf­

•••r a poo tibtl\ty Ulat. th• project or t ronalatin11 the Jevtah Low could 

h ... a been !llllll',• oteJ b• llmoet.rlus to Soter , thou~h it. vae not. oarr\ftd out 

unt.U the tl.!oe ot PhUadelphu.. 
8 

I! Ulh to 10, Ulen the nar·,..ttve hlcee 

t.he tors o! • ......,.ce v lthout car• or OQ'ldd•r•Uon to hiato~cal d et a U. 

'!here ts one historical event oiRaide ot the t n naletlon to vblch 

tile author pa:ye 101u at.tant1on: 

•Thb de;- upon which you come l regard ae a 11reat <la y, 
and uch yur thrOUjo!h all U.a len~ ot 111,T Ute it 
lha ll be held in high ooteM, n beppons , "'Ol'90Yer, 
to roll on the day ot aur vict.ol'7 ovor >nt1!;on"s t.1141 
betUe ot sea,• (16o) 

Here 1e a t.votold reuon tor the kin~ to declare a boll.dq. The orr\•al 

9 
of the olden rr- Jen1u.1.e., and th• co-r•Uon ot a Ha victory. 

In this allve\.on to • nn&l vtctol'"f or Ptol""G', "" con arrh e •t t vo 

plll!e1b111ttu !roOI docUMntar')" hletot'y, There •••• decbhe detoirt. or 
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the na'ry of Philidelphue by Antigonus Gonat•• •t Coe (2~8 00£) which 

could hav~ been mi econst!'lled by Aris t&u •• e rtctory, or there wae 1n 

e ntual Ttct.ory at Andros ;rears .!Jiter (21..S !lC~) •10 
But both of these 

battles we re tou41ht e tter the death of De"'9t r ilte •rd aft.er tJw death 

oC Are1noe . Sino• U.ee tw people pl'O' eo importWtt a rol• ln ~rie­

teaa 1 datlng hie narra tive, could lt be poesttla that there h another 

battle ..tiich hiator:r hao no eecord? There 1s a ""gveation by Flioa 

11 
Btckenunn that the or hinal Greek text h"" t>een cotT\ll>ted. The 

nae, Antt«ionue, could hne been originally ~ntl0chue •g•inat whM 

PhiladA!lphu• fltde • oaval expedl tl on 1n 2flo ACE. But even eo, 

I t would be Jl(fiQilt to reconcile this hiatll'1elll dah with t.he other 

Th• re are also 9Cll!IC very celebrated 11..,u which the author 

brinra tnto U1e story vhtch have beerl111 on the h\otorlopr.mhy 1ni 

d1t\ ng of I.he text. 

"And the philosopher Monedemus o! firitrh aald •••. • (20\) 

Tl'lle philosopher io reported to twve been pre88nt ot tho oeven da7 

banquet. The"' 1$ no d~roct evidence tha t. Ulla man ever viLUed Utt­

andria,12 ond hi s life span OS0-287 !!CR) ha ... ny • 11&1!••h hi>< 911er 

having baen an)"'bere at the time of the reported tran•l s tlon. There 

ia a refe reoce t.o hl s ha vine been • sent as envoy ~o f't,ol ... y and 
13 lL 

Lyawchus• by 01oienes Laertiuo . Rut a l ater h1ttor1an , Tertull1111 .• 

rates t/'11• source AG be1nf unreliable. It is p~actble al-!lo here that 

~ ri.-teaa lJI dealinJ< Ill th a hlotot'lcal event which he placed out ot its 

real date tnto the eontext or his Mrr .. uve. 

20 

Arlst.caa deal.a wi th t "" other hbtorlcal oh•r • atere in ... 11 

Wft Hal wo;y., 

and alao r 

" Indeed, he aai d , he hid beard T.beopOlllPll• say thot 
llben be wae on the point of :1ntrodue1ng into hb 
hhtor:r certain utter which had prn1oualy been 
t ,.nolated !"rim tho Law, t<>o rash~y , he suffered 
a derang91ent of the alnd for 11ore th•n thirty 
dl\)'8 , . (3.lli} 

"And or 1"e odocteo also, the t ragtc part l han 
heard, he added, that when le ves "" the polnt of 
lntrodUcinit into OM of h1a ploy& &Cl!lethi ol! re­
oor d.ed !11 the Book, bis visl on vu otn lcted "1th 
a c•taract . " (Jl 6) 

1$ 1'lackel•y feels that th eee n!!erencea a l'il untruot>w rthy. o.,,..t.riua 

llho la • peaking ln this part or tbe r.orrattve waa but • boy or t•'" 
'4hen Theodectes died. Ke reela that the whole citl.w or theoe men 

with rev.ard ~o epeclflc speec'1ee only enh•neea the ro.·~d chronoloa. 

lt se9llla in 1111ht or these oueirt.10r1able etat.ement• that tt b • .,.e­

wb•t r ldiculoua tor our author to have D1ade the stat<!!l\ento 

• t SUpPOH t.hot eve'70"e likely to get hold of th\& 
account vUl 1'1nd 1t lno redi ble. !lllt to t lloit)' 
conce rnlnr matters extant in wrltlnR 1e chur11eh 
lndoed, i! 1 were to pass over ar11 print , lt wouM 
be an impiety in a •ubjeot or thb source,• (296- ?97) 

16 
fladaa rtnda tllt • thl.a together with the inolatence on cred1bUity 

in the sentence• to rouov 1• virtt:ally •n •dini•eion ~r I.he tlation&l 

ohar&ctt<or of the epi sode of the banquort., 1'be r<lllll!l'l"8 writ.ere te,u­

larly .. eert the! r nraoi t;y, and in tonee such as tllle, vlvln their 

st-nto ~re """"t dubious,• 

lie hne alto eeen i.n tile paaaagea ahove th•t there l a • eu~­

gestion of tlie Law having been t r anal.ated prior to this t 1111e . tr 



t.hon hod 1li-eod7 be.., • t r onslat ton, why v•• the re • need for 

onotaer7 Yet , t hore • n acoae other rererencee to 1 tl'll'llAion 

betol'• thU ti.a•. '"1ey aay not be oct ulll etateMnt•, but they coe 

ell1alone to the !'act tll&t the "'oder can hardly 11 \a tolct. Arl8t11 .. 

m•ea these rt1fettnce1 in ,>•Hi np, ••tn1Mln11 th .a. be le tell tnr • 

bolie'flble atol")' vhUe not. reall,y avore of the it1con•lot.4'nctea t.h• 

are cont&loed to 1t. '!tle re are,fol' lni>llnce, erecttlcaUo .. ro r 1 

golden table to bo sent t<> Elenor • • • pru ent vh•n the enToye ~o 

to Jel'\laalem to r.quaat tran •letore to co• to Al&Undrle. Jn the 

1.u1. ot ~riateae th1• toble i a aald to be or •p1tre rold. • (c;7) llov-

en r 1n t.118 preceding • •N• we rood t ha t the article• .,.,... to b• ude 

tor beauty viz re no prHor tpt1oa exleted butr 

• ... l!hore toor. were 1111.tten preacr1ptlono u.~1r 
meeour-nt e vere to be a dhered t o .• (<it;) 

Nov 1n the Hebrew Bi ble ve read t he r oUov t.,, pre ac r l pt1on fo r the 

And 11101 

"And thoi. ehalt ov•rl.wy It with tNr• polil, "'d u le 
thereto 1 c rovn o.f rold r ound obout . • 17 

•And ha ""• rlald 1t vlth pure 11old, end •Ide thereto 
• crovn or 'olri round emut . • 18 

The Hebrew 9ibl1 911eolftee thDI. t he FOi d be "'1erl1td, but t.n<t preeenl 

to !luur II pure vol d . Tl\ia 1e &110 U\e apecltl°"tlnn ot the table 

ae !liven in t h1t S..ptu•rlnt. Horo the two di fter cnnaider11>l)' end 

olnoe I.he ~eptue,int did rot ex.in, accordin11 to Ari et.eae, at thte ti.., 

how vaa lt posalble to bllU d a t able accordtn, to non .... .tht-=ot ap&c1-

ticationa? But to ••• thla 11>re poet ti ve Ari a i.11 adda 1 

• ••• J aean, gold 1118 net O'forlald llpon other ... tertaJ, 
but a aelid •tal olate vu Pill in pace, • (S7) 

llon 1t H- tbat ArletAu vaa IWre or the Hebrw spec1.t1cotton but 

choae to 1 (llOl'8 it, fet be lfllOl'el the aped n c otlon and tho trlnl­

lat1on he dt"1re1 doe o not ex:l et )'~t ao th•t t he toble could be buUt 

occord1111t to i t, It. could be Ulen thot the re """ onot.bor t rll!lelation 

ln oJttetence gt'flnf the c...rt-n tho c1 .. 1gn ror • pure ,old table. 

Could Arioto&a ~ .. been 1vare then or onother pru crlptioa which ha 

19 
choae to reject? 

'nl ~ "' ~· "11111 the at at.,,ent by one of the v.ueete anavera a 

qllu lion of t~.a king wt t h the vard11 

... •tor He calle a Mend th& e~al o r 1 Nn '1 eoul • (228) 

Here 1• an addition or t.h• Septwigint in tho • ...,. vorda vh1ch ... nob 

Cound vith tho Hie 11e1ning In ttw Hebrew Bible r 

• ... or thy t'rhnd, th• t ta • • thine o"" aoui . •
20 

'\'he t ranslation l• put into the • outh or the apellrer botore the act 

of the t.raoalotlon bad eve n a tartedl Thea• ar. ""lJ e(JM or ttu. ln­

coneht.encio vh lch ere round in roterenae to the bibl ical ten1. Yet 

11ost. u.portant or "11 1ccordin1t t.o our eou rne ta that the Ln b re-
21 

rerred to • • Scrtpt.ur. ( l SS&-168). 

It. la ehOVtl troa these pHllgea tMn th.rt. our allt.hcr 1a bis­

tortogl'eph)' ta 101Mvh1t eJTODo011a, lat he trtea to oon'fince ua that 

he ls a noble or an ofticer of., ... aort In tho court of l'trUadel ph1111. 

lie apealt• or all th• ••anh u 1f be we re actually in attendance and 

he gtvea ,.. "*'•t aigllt be tenoecl todey u an 97•""'1 tnua account. Ye t 

111 see thot he al.oo th.l'Ollgh slipe of vrit1-.: end tanaea 11USt hne been 



,, 

2) 

lhlnf •t a t l.M lot.er than t.h• O!VOftto. 'ie ia ccapl•t.elJ" oontueed 

ng•rdin«i lndinduala , a o 1111eh eo th•t hi baa people or c11rrerent. 

u .. lh1._n( •• aont.• portrlu 1 he \8 haiy •bout hlet.ory . ,,d t.e ueee 

the t .. guo~e ti the Sept111vlnt. be fore the book vu •etual ly tn •~ln-

lance, 

Ir thta hi the oaae th•n vho 1e •nat.eu and when did he >n-lt<t 

thto letter ? s.-vhere ln the e nd or the HCC>l'ld cen1.ury or the be11.1n­

nlnr ot th• tint century 9C£ there vu a book vr1tt.en called ~­

l!IC t.he J ew . 
22 

ol BuHblu.. 

A port.ion ot thh book attll 1a extant In the vrtun,, 

8\lt nen hero l!uaebl11a ii quotlnv Ariateu ttlrouith 
2) 

t.be ,....,, or another h!atorhn, Alexender Pol yll18t.or. Thia ,....,_ 

Mnt deale with a pe1S1ge !'~ tho mole of Job , llhich WIS probtbly 

t r.,alat.ed int o Greek a fter th• Law, OUr 1 r lateu rioel)fiot. 111ont.lon 

any other • e etion, ond I.hi.a eirce f'1)t la totally unlll<o ar\Ythl.n~ ve 

Cind in t.be 11tera.ry •tyle or tho letter. lhdae foeltt that. our •11thor 

._., have oa511JObd t.bta name, \nt..~dlng the ?'&aark ahollt the eorlter 

•ll'itillf he h•d oent to Pbllocratu to e llude to the ...,ulrw AMat.eu' 

book. • Thie excer;>t reed11
24 

•On a prenoue occa sion aleo l t,...11lit ted to 7ou •n 
•JIPOSitlon or u ttere T deered vortl>y or re<'ord con­
cerning the r•o• or the J frtft Which I !'Ocolved r r 011 
the llOet erudite lllpil Prieotu in ttl• .. oat erudit .. 
l Sld of !RYPt.• (6) 

But thla teavea ue Utll" to ,o on. Tl only tell• ua , porl:l11>• f alHly, 

th.t t the a ut hor• ot the tl"a,,..nt • n:I the letter .,.,, one am the aame, 

Ot.be r tbm this vo have nothlnv. W v• can do ia to seek e•ldence 

about the 111t.hor throu,,b the liflJN ""e o! td ~ett.er eo tt..t the pUl1'DH 

c1t1 -190 be llAde clear . 

Herbert '!'. Andnva 1n hi • 1ntroduetlon to the Letter ol 

Arieteae 1n 1'1• Apoorzph! n1 P!!l!d!pigr"llh• of ttl• Old Taft91!errt. 

r .. 1. that. the •utbcr could not have been a Greek courtier , Hia vlav 

l e upht 'd by t, Abrah•e, but be 1ddt , • (r.e) rellee entlre)J upon 

oon...Jevt s h6oureu or lntonution. •
26 

Hi.a koowl~e or and dn otiona 

to Ule tra dltiooe or Judal.Slll . .... 1nCl'9d1ble for • p•g• n. '!hen ..... 

...,1 pl•ceo ln the letter Wlere he ••nt.lona the tHdJ tlona and 111t.hor­

lty at th• Je,., aa eontr-1. !!ad• c Mtee tl"a t "he avoid• ot.t<tring th• 

""°' o! God, and av.,. I.lie epithet, Lord, which via ca.nont,y used 1n 

.Ue;urdr lan Jevlab wttltlga. • 27 There la even one ~ .. .,, """"" ho 

avoid• the uaa o! the tetragr•1,,.t.on. 

" Upon his head h• hu the Uar• •• It _ • aal lad, ond 
on top or thla th• lniloltable mitre, bear\n, flllr.N'!'• ll 
ln H ared l e tters Upon a plate Of pold Ht bet .... tn 
hie eyebrove Ula name or Ood filled W'ith glory,• (98) 

'ftlon, t.oo, tor a Greek ho ..... to be lntole!Wlt of i dolatry. 

•~on •t th la d'I)' •here 11'8 u.ny who •re l!l>re inontl•• 
1t1d ...,,.. lea.med than tli1 ,.., ot old, and yet the)' 
vould nnor ha&t.en to vorahip lhea. A.nd thoH vho 
dttlee and faahlon 111ch !•l>lea conelder that they e re 
the wla1t or Greeka, • (137) 

YoHoon DOt.ea vith Ulla verte on ti. <m e fn.llovt,., that tho .,tho r 1s 

0Hpeclalq empha Uc ill hii! donuncletion ot tba lltyptlan vorehlp ot 
28 

be .. te 111d iacur+ k lnd.• or c reopi np t.binl'• cd an i.ue, • 

h>dl'evs te ole thl! rrm thie and like paeea~•• that we can 

<!raw """"' kind of • picture ot I.lie author'• peremaltty, "lie 11~y 

conclude th•t (l) he v u • Jew, 'Thie 1 s obvious f ro11 the tone and 

purpo~o or the boolc; (2) he bel~ed to Aleundrta. ()) ff• .... . prop•· 

g111d1at , •• 1& ertdenced In t.be apologetic tntereM. of I.Ile book. (4) 

l!e belonged to '11111 t ••T be t.eNed the c<mM>n aenaa school ot phUoeopbJ, 



TheN an no ni@!>t• of opaculaUoo in the ~olc, 'lo proble.'1 trouble 

the -11\d or the 111tbor , "'10 le •l11plt! ond aonventtonal In hla t.:e•t· 

...m. or the ethi aa1 ., d ,.ug1. we "1tt•t10111 vh ich eMrg1. ( 5) Hie 

had leonlng1 toward Pht.riHi•, tbO\lsh It 1111at be IWl'!lltt.ad that Me 

Phorloal811 ta 110t or a pronounced t,vpe , except in the section dealing 

vltb the Jevhb Lev, •
29 

SlnC<> 1111cb hae been learned about Pharlaeee ln the ,.,31'• aince 

this vaa wrt tten , ve can d l•iu the lut •t•t.•ent u b"1nr 10 .. n•h•t 

biaeed all! Olll ot context., The Pbarleea tradition VH probabl)' not 

~•ry etronr Ln Alexendria , 11 It. all exlot.ent. Tl>e a11tbor thoueh 

uy ha.a bad "°"'" vi.eve towam Lav vhlch al~ht hl'V• see .. d atidlar 

to Paloetlnou trodJtlon, Thb could be Htrlbui.ed t.o col11Cldonce 

rather th•n to tl\)I fomal t.l"o of one vie• rta-o-vl • I.he oilier . 

svete aalms an ob1•rnt.lon bued °" one rllod,... • t•t """"t or 

the author. 

• 1 ... contldent t.h•t. you tn particular , because or 
1our tendency tovard botlneae and the outlook or 
those 11en who Uve a ccord11\t t.o t.111 holy Lt v 1 will 
*1adly Uotttn t.o vbat I pu.rpoaa to r neal, for )'Oil 
h• H only lat.el)' cott ove r to WI tr<n th• 111.ond 
111d are oa~u to hear whoi..er aontribut.ea to th• 
eoul • e ed1 ti cation,• ( 5) 

5.,.te !eele • troa the •ntlon ot C}'l>rus u \be leland Lt h1t been 

1nf...-red that ' rl•t.eas va1 • Cyprht, • )O However th la Is .1uat. an-

:>tller conjectlU"e to odd to Ill the other• re~orclln, the 011thor . ~~•in 

a1l v e c an do 1e oelllllM; th ere la nothlnp outelde the text or inelde 

the t.ext. thl\. wUl pve ua anyt.hing t.it hlnta to the ld&ntl:,Y or 

--- . ------
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Artat..ae . W• con ·~,.. or di ••ue• that hf' vu • Jev b7 the i- r:L 

the doc.-.t but llttle e lae . It lenea 11• nov to tl")' to doeteml,. 

th• pe.riod In l'hlch the Letter or Arlateu w11 vrltt.en, 

An1n ve 111111t Hele t.h• ana11er to ow- probl•, tlrl.a u .. datin,. , 

aatn11 vithln tlw text or I.he letter. :ollth vhat ve have aeen bet"" 

ve t1ru th• t. the ti.M or the l utter could not b<I the tt.e or Ptoll1!tf 1J 

PhUadelpbua, although Ariet.eu dou n&J"rov the. t!Jo~ dO\ln to the yeora 

ot Queen Ars1no• , Hov .. er, 1t hH ol.., been ahovn previNel1 that the 

11ent1on of ind1vid11Ala Vbo .,... not contm.porary Vitb bar t.U.e a<'de to 

tilt problem <I dati"" rt1t.her th1111 eioiplit'y lt. 

Thllre ore three ••In t.htorles that ha.,. be,,,. adunced rogarclinit 

the date or Ariat.eu end all are open to ao•• kind o• at.tool<. Yet ea ch 

ot the theoriu hoe e reaoon ror He •oce!'t.onoe. Tho three theo­

ries ue (1) Sch!lrer Who hold• thot it. vae writ.ton about 200 ecg1 (?) 

W.-.dland "10 pl.ace• lt bet.wen 96·9) BC!: and ()) Graat.& 111d Wll lrlch 

Who put It a e late u JJ CS d11..in1 IJ1e reilt'l or Caligula , )l Schlll"tr 

baa<10 hie ar~nt on the folloving verse r,..., Artft1.•••• 

•J "'uti.,nad the11 on thle poiJlt to.,, \Illy lt vu they 
vaabed their hands betora pr•vin«. •nd they ..:plained 
that lt ,, .. In vi\naao that they had done ao .,,..,,., 
e1nca the hande ..... tha org.,,. or all 1etirtty1 ll\ 
llllch beautttul Sid hol,v 111>ir1t do t~ uke all th\npa 
symbole of r1ghtaouenua a nd tru th,w (J06) 

Shav1Qf • lla r~lal to t.bis 1dea vu the type or till~ ror vhieh <;ch0rn 

tOUl!ht. Since eoao or the vrit.in,s of C:Uaablua _,,o ia qnot.tiv ~a­

tobu.lua has hll<I a""'e di rect. beorln'- on the letter, he did not lino 

rer to look. Hora be found the follovil\1 quotlt1nn1 
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• 'llebold , the himd of tile Lord s hAl. l be upon thy 
eattl", and all that there are t n the rtelde .,r 
• ,.re•t deat.h''2 So that the hond• are understood 
or the power "1 God: for indeed lt is easy to per­
cein tha t the 111 ole etnongth of Ol&n and t.he1 r 
act.in poWet'a are in the i r hm>de. • )) 

Th• thoutrllt. or the bmda beinv the source or sll • ot1v1 tY hf I a 

aiailarit y in th word4 or 1-risteao and those or Artet obul11S as quot.i d 

by E\ieeb1u.o. S ine• ·l riot·oblllus aloo write• or the tr•nsbt.lon and 

SdlOrer raela h<! is deoendent on Arist.e•• , thorsfol'I! he 011U1t ruove writ-

t en the 11orlc before tlte year 170 CE when tho r:IUl•b1us excerpt lJI cnn-

ai<lered to have '>eon wr1ttan flrn by the earlter •!ellenbtic nlat urt -

an. But the thoory oan also work th• ot.h•r way. Stnoe the whole 

Eus1beua- Ar1"toblll\lS history has been doubl ed by '""".I' to be penul!le 

it .. 1f!}\t nave btien t he source of ~risteaa. 

The theory of Gr,aeU and Wellrl ch aelMll! a bit lot.•r 1n time. 

The Rcau1ha tool< :!gyp!. ln :n l.IC& 111d thor& l• n<' mention or anythlng 

Rol!lan or of ony kind of Re"'"° experience by mother name in the t.oxt. JL 

'!'here ia only one vague allusion to the t.heort or the 1 at.e da tA> , Tn 

the text it says: 

•And l 111dd, 11 suppose you 1oe&n the 1nfo,..,..ra: he 
does iod""d conaistantly v1elt to,,.enta ind p1\ 11tl.11 
ro.- of death upon ti).,,., l ' Yos 1 he r eplit!d , 'it 1• 
theoo un I ........ To watch •'or the lilletructi ?" <:tf 
men ta 1n ul'.lholy ~ning.•• (lb7) 

'!'he 11\fomera aent\oned here , th"'5• 11on felt., was a aupPOsed refer-

en.,. to the delat.Or"8 or Rans v ho Op<!l'lt•d dur1n ~ the re1"11" or T1bet'1u• 

ind Calig\111. Upot1 th\.• tlitn"7 evidence the datiniz va s bued. )~ H<l'f-

ooer, the p reateot objection to t.bis tl\eory Is 1tie f or'lll( r ly meot1oned 

sect.ion from Philo. 3b This could not have been wrl hen "1 t hout Arlsto .. , 

28 

md Pb1lo 'a activity 11as before this reference to the infomoro 

could have ta lmn place . So the late dete theory also baa a gbM.tlll; 

/µw .-.1cb oaMot be reconcUed. 

l t ta "'ore probable that the lll:!dh da te, with extendell 

l iJ111 t,, L• I.be 110at. logical !Ort.he compoe'ltion of the letter. TNt 

gr ounds !or Wilch WeodlS\d dflcides upon 96 -0) BCE are as f ollow•: 

In 115 tile p .. to o! A•c•lon, Joppa, OHa end Ptol0Qa16 are u id to 

be ln poaaeuion or the Jews . Joppa vae con(Jllered aliout 11.6 ACE, but 

Gau vae not oe>t.llred until 96 BCE , aod Aacalon and Ptol...,.• h nl!Var 

bec .. e Jewtsh tert'itot"y. r.ua'" capture 1o the ct'llctol point for 

llencll•nd, Rowever sin"" tJle author was miehltei ii>out. the other two 

cltiea be could also have been lllist-1<.en obout G11·<l, J? Where Wendland 

aleo bu been quite certaln th•t these ci t.iee 11ere J elfieh cities, 

the tone or the ve r ae 1n Arl >teas doea not •ctu1'..ly imply t.hh. Ho 

l ~ on Y IUkte the ototement th at tho Jeva used the aeapcrt a, Alao, 

Gau wu destroyed >iidn it was talcen by Alex1rd er Juv1•...., 111 96 BCE, 

lt vaa not r<1bullt until the tiJlle of POllP&Y • The • •"l'ort 1a de tt-

n1 tely men!.ioned aa havtnf been used and lriateaa M ntione 1.o~hi11tr 

about. desttuction which collld l eed ua t o believe it ie a p~ior dato 

although wt tb1n the .... hiatorlcal period.39 

Ir "8 ar• to take the trarsl atlon tnto Greek AS "°"'" l !1d1co­

tl.on ot the d1ting Of tho dOOUA<lnt Ye have 80 ... indic at1011 of it 

al ready in Gen Sir at 



•'rou .,... 1rged there!ot.., to rud with 11ood vi 11 
11\d attention, incl to be lndul~ent in ea.ea 10here, 
deapl.te our diligent la.or tn trarmhtlnv,, •e a­
to hHe t'tlDdered 90118 phra6ee u,pe r(ectly • Yor 
llh•t. vu orig1nal1y eirpnoeoed 1 n. ~ebrev does not 

hne e xactly the soa e •enee vhen t renalateJ 1nt.o 
another lengulfle• !lot only thh work , but even 
tile law iteeU', the prophec1ea, ard the reet or the 

40 boolce dit!er not a 11 t Ue as orl P,11>all,y expressed,• 

'ftl~ v orde or thie ..,-iter speak as thou;h the tranJ11tti on or the Bible 

into Greek vu already an aeoootpUshed ract. It i. e been mll\IJled thet 

the t r 111allft.i on ot vh i e.h the ;i randson of Ben Sir• •ll"•ks to the 8fte 

48 the °"" mentioned in t he Lett.er of Ar U teu, Thi' """""~ ve are 

able to date vtth a degne of nccurao:r becou oe the author rtvee ue 

clues that g1ve Uli t he dat e al!loot t o the vear. 

The V'l'it.er of the prolovae t.o Ben Sir• soya that he c•• to 

&ll)'Pt in the thirty-elp.htb yeAr of 8\lerjll\.u the k1nr 1 ind t ranolllted 

111" e randtathor ' e book durl .. his ftOjOul't\ there , We know of tllO kin ~e 

ot ~gypt vi th Ule nm e Euperteo . One w .. Ptolem.)' lT! Eugertea 11ho 

rsl gned r-roa 216 to 2-2l ar:r. . Since hft n>led only tw~ntY five years 

tbeo 1t 1• tmpo ~si ble to be at the t.ime or vhtcti tho vrlter l'efere. 

'!be otlle" Suervetu ... Ptolf'l11)' m Eu~ertee, Pbyekon, llho•e rule "" 

troll 11~ to U6 acs, but h• r eif'l'Od as Joint lcinp 111 th Ptol ... y Vl 
l.l 

Pbilcmeter trOl'I l 70 to lhS BCE. 

AOcordl.ny, to this reokon ln ~ the lot..,,. is prstrib~ •rd 11rob­

abl.y the one to Vl<n the'len Sire Una re fers. He ...,11'J'ed a tot.al of 

fU'ty !our years. 'ftle date t bll t Ut6 translrt.ion took rloce then n e 

oirca 1.)2 BCE. llov h\a reference to the rlreek tranolatl.on of tho Blhl11 

dso ebovs so!lle indication that tt vaa already t r anel&t.ed, and we od.v.ht. 

extend the li1>1ite of our proba1>le date f'l'Ol'l ·~endlaod'• to 1.L0-100 RCF., 

'Ible vould n ot gi'fe us an exac t date , but it. would give v a t.he era 

ln vhich the Letter ot !rlet.oaa could have been cmposed vi tbout 

gi'+'tnf; 116 t he P""°l·•• of the theories or tbe ea rl 1er or late r ti.et.lag. 

It ls hlrhl y probable that the writ1.~ ot t be t ransl Ill.ion of 

Ule Bi ble v oe • long one ~ehdini; over 1uf'11ean o! ligypt1an Jevtllh 

history , But the h ct thllt. an outaidar cue to the land of t.he Hel-

leniud Jew and attacked hio t raneletion o f t he Bibh would cau•e s0111e-

one t.o rhe IJ? and vrlte his ovn panelO'riC to ofhet t hie oropagan~• 

of a !oreigner. Th• worlc neede d to be 11pheld and it 11aa for so111eone 

to c010e to Ho dd. D..rlllf! th~ 110re than t.venty year" which he had 

apent in llgypt, the gr ordeon or Ben Sir• had tal.'en the opportunity 

not only to etudy the ~ t hen apokin t.hore, an:I to vrite hiJI pro­

logue in thie "'9diWD, but ale o t.o acquire a knollledge o( the rlreek 

use d tor the trenaht.ion from Hebrev . 111
112 

"'enti?ns that he fel)l• 

obliged to apologhe for certain 1mpertectione in the t ranslation. 

The a 11111e tlnllertectione llll ich he 1.-itts exist in his ""n vork, he f eels 

are In the t1'111 el1Uons or his pre<leceoooro, \llhen lie !Mlntiona • t rene-

latlon or the Lav,• he bu i n l!lind the atll\dard edition or the Greek 

Lav, the •Ubject or t.he Latter of ~risteu.43 n.. critical V f(f in 

which Ben Sirs'• 11.randeon opeal<a of the Greek t.r enelat.ion or the Jev­

lah Law I.JI 11111ch lllore eaaUy underatan~le U written i-tldjately 

at'ter its ccapletton than later , 111\an ' rioteu l • tter and ite propa ­

ganda had t.het r effe ct.. lit. 

The vords or Ben Sira• s Rrattdaon .,.. p robably the opinion ot 

all the nevly ar rived etoigrants !'rom PA1eoUne vho had not yet beoou 

aoclillllt.iurd In ~lenndrh, encl th1s opinion contr1dlcted !Jlat of the 



• .. 

nat.1ff Alexamrhn J.,, • ..no .... ln the r •pt.u.,lnt t.M perfect venlatl 

or t.he Bible. .lrlat.eH expr• Hed the op1n1on of tbe Ntthe ilexendl'i•n 

J..,,, •It ia ae H he tranateM'i>d th8 hollneea or Mount Slnnl t'l'oll 

the oriizinal Keb"'" tut. to th• Oreek t ranolltlnn, •
45 

Al'bte u llaoet 

acalt.e that thh 1e hia purpoi:e1 

•Tllu boolao of the Lav ot the Jeva to~other v i t.h ,,... 
!ev othel"I> ore 111ntlnp , H happens that they are 
vritt.en in llebr.v char 1ct.1r1 a rt! 1n the Hebrew t.m,ue, 
.nd they hna been c-.Hte d t o vMtin~ aone"'1et c •""· 
laaoly end not adeqwit.ely, ccordi ~ to the t.eo\L.0<11 
ot e>;>erte, Cor they htve nnor bPneflted by 0 k\ny'O 
tortho~t. • {JO) 

Tllb pmpagcido for the Oreak tt'lnolatton v H portlv whet th• 

011thor or t ie 4tter or Ar tetelO H-od t<l\ioh h lllnd, lt hu bun 

hiltorical.17 o1gn1ficant t h1t Jewa who be oo• port or a clvtH .. tlon 

or a culture vhore tbn:r hove developed trocilt1ono o~ their ovn reaent 

the intrusion or 10 outeld• 1nnuana• which tell& the .. they .... not 

practicing their n1llg!o~ or thelr rolkv~ • correctly. ijore ta the 

aneve r to tbat 1ntruston. •h h obvtouo t h• t t he let~r d .. crlbea 

" trll'lelaUon or uie J8'fieh Lav o!N dilly 8"Pr<>Y9" and 1ccer t.ed by 

the Jeld eh C-unlt)' of .>.lex1ndr1ai no addition; no •laeton1 no re­

•illon; curaed be he who malcee 11\Y alt.er1Uon! n... veralon to i.tlich 

the letter reter a vu an auti.or ltatlve one , ond there le no doubt. 

that. the letter itHH ... . prop•gand• ror I t •• L6 

1hia el111ent of prop1~ond1 eeel!ll! to be atronv In friateas. 

For Whit other purpo."' It could be put we vill ue ohort.ly sfoco 

there ore eleMnta ln t he letter t.bat t r an1cend t.he t ranal etion alone, 

lt. la oa tbouj!b the INU!Or VH t.ryl11r to rt.11 • t.vo- Colc purpo:<e: Ule 

eI\lltotlOf'I or Judal• •rtl the excellence or Judalea •• put forth in 

J2 

the !AM. Je •re told th ot the comsun1t)t or U e nndria d90laNd Ult 

t rana1ation t o be ..,th1nt.1c end that th•:Y Mcie IU'N It ahould be r r.i­

""*' am not. lltered. It. voe t hh ••• prcp•g• nd• vllloh ao 1ntlu­

enced Pllilo e t a liter dat e. ()06-lll) 

•We ere t<m11llor "1th propaganda, Nobody Mlle• propar,onda 

for aanethtng a hurdred or •ore )'ean old. Prop-i•nd• 1a • de t or 

-tbln!' co.-,,OrOI')'. '9 can be 1111'0 thot the tronelaUon lwd juat 

been aade vben the lette r or prop• J!•n:la vu vrttte<t. Wiien .. lmov 

th9 dat.e Of t.l\e l Ptter 1 118 knov tho t Of t.be transletlon ebo.•b? 

It la poadble that the :i.irtnnl'l! of tJi• t.ronalttlon of ~hit 

Bible began 1n the t1- of PtolH\Y n PbUadelrl!ue, But tti.re 1!1111t 

have bee" otore to the Vh'>l • Jewielo 11tuation 1n .11ex1ndrh 1f ArietHa 

h.od so ,.uch to v r lt.e 1bout th• surniund\ny ev~nl.o or the tranalltlon, 

end U1en left. the t n nab tlon to be the oul.JlllMt.111 0 of tJio vhole atory. 

It b poselble thH by the tillla or the ehd or the eecond ce11t ury the 

"1 tua~ton in Aleirendr h neede d SON aort or ch rltlca U on , !! Ar la-

te .. vrote hia book at the and of Ute second oont UJ7 .,d ror P\1'1>0lee 

ot propagandA, I t. vould .. .,. nat unl that 1t wu prop111;• rc• dl...,c"9d 

a.t the J.,... tor IOM Jevteh purpoee. 'lbe second cent.u17 vaa a period 
~8 

"1 lch abounde In Javhh pole11lc1 and 1pologetlca. Tiie vrit•r lo 

nov unl.veraally regarded aa on Aloundr ian Jcv and not o Oreek u b.e 

vould lead wt to bol leve. Ho eee,.,a too vell versed in lhs (lrobt...,1 

ot Pt.olc..,..ic Jevry. Tlw probl @m of 1d .. t1t)' end dot irll' HOil t o b e 

hny still. But t.btlre 1a evldencd that. 1t does come at the end or 

the second century ind Arlot.eee le ~ev. Ir the t.r enol•t lon of the 

Lav 1a Of'll)' par\ or I.ht PUJl>O•• of th! Let.ta r or Ariattat, u,_, til e 

• 1 
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proble 1till llWlt be tnvest!eated turthor, What. coulll be the purpose 

ot this book and why vas tt couched in the ltlngull!'• or • penogyrlc? 

For this ve ...st l ook to the dbn-acter of the Aloxandr1 an G)'ffk cOlll-
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eection, VI deduc( thAt H \118 vr1tten at I later dlU 

\>1 tho gr1ndson 0 r I.ha • uth or. 
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Th• L•t.t.er ot &rht.ue is bu1c1ll7 1 Oroek boot vr1 tten t n 

ti. Greek C8DOft of tom. lladu reela Ul& the buoll vu no t 1 • UJce 

other bookd on tbe perls:iiMTJof Scripture "1th vht ch t11111 bin been 

l ov Ul• f <rlM ot OU·Jh vori<e. It 1• "'1at wllld b1 called 1 protn­

qanut.h or curr1clll1n or t hll r h1tortc11ne a n1rrat!.!·" l 

'ltere waa a ccot'dtn v to the l!eUentattc h11tort1n th,.,,e c1~-
VT'li!"' 

goriea of truth. ni. .. vere t nm hielory, J>9eado-h1atory ,ard / lllailar 

to t .,.., hiotory. 'The litter vo• Aleo called plaau\! bec11111 v1 th U. 

tbe author vaa 1'ol• to bend and develop h11 thula .. cord11>14 t.o " '""' 

h1et.orical 1dea . The tirot. t vo categoriee 11ould • Pl>lY to thrt "'1nh 

t re•t• nt or hht.oT)' which abouH hovo•er pf'lurr• hhtnric -1 t.l"llt.h 
? 

and pre...,t a bigtiar •poetical 1 t.rut.h. It. would be the ••e tde1 ae 

,Vilt.ot.le ' e diet.a• thet poet.ry 1a t.ruer tb1n ht•to%'7.) 

strect.i'feQH I U a ditying prO~Al.tl ..... to be the d>.)eo\. 

o! aucti hiat.ort cal raport.Lng, Ind •vu t.he b1ala or t.he rulea ror 

narrative COl!IPOlition (Oil0\l8d by ... lf• COnlC10Ua l et te ... t1ur9 Of the 
L 

Halle n11t1c age.• S,, tbel9 at.andord• then the ~....t• lllU& hove th•l ,. 

'oo h tn \rllth or 1ctual hhtortcel • "•nte but • dait or ellborotillfla 

provided they bave • • r1.11'1111tuda ond help to edify the ideas or the 

author. • E.,.ntuall.y the bietor\cal at ... ent VH reduced t.o a .,,.. 

background for l ey lrind or etory which pre ... r ted th<t toregroun11 ,• s 
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end a t tile s•e t !JM \cept tho !orm of hiatory, 

1t Hody had had thie idea 1.n lliind when hll interpn1ted the 

Letter or Arieteas, he •111 bne h•d a chonge or heart about lte t.otol 

rejection ae butorr. that the author \loed ll&rcy false iJllpreas!ons 

·and h1.torir.al machroniama 1n 111• for'mulatlon or hie etor:Y may have 

only been bis 014ll>81' Of t¢ng to iloprMF hie point upon the Nader, 

•By Hellen1.ot1c atandard• the author or Ar istu• vaa a conscientiou• 

vorlaaan, trytnr to 11alre hlo lte mel or truth ag edifying • • poerlble, 

and one or the reeo~niud way• of ••ldnr • etory e rrec\.he 1<a!t to 
6 

aasochte 1 t .t th so"" ~reat ne&, • l r th la point is kept in >11nd 

it. could be t.he reason !or the author to !lave chouen Ptole1111 H Phil•~ 

delphUe aa his hero , 'nle fact thnt he did not Ket '1on17 v1.th "lmetr!ue 

and bid hlJll banished vould not he a deterrent to the author. AoUI 

_. vere alive at Ula time he v1. shed to eet bis history all! he 111ade 

use of both gnat na .. e. 

The probl9'1 then comB• do111 to the baals o! intent. Wao t he 

tranalaiion of the Lav o,. the ilible into Greek the pr1"'ary purpoe e 

of the l.etter of Ar1eteas or VA6 there enoUler l'ltaMn for the vriter 

to vri te in t.hb poe t1cral historical maMer? It u alllloet certein 

that the l.etter of Aristeas aumved because 1t vu an 1.Joiportant vit­

neas to the Bible, and othel' like docUJ!lonta dieeppeere<I because no 

one !lad the coocel'!I to pr98erve them, The plck1Jtg up or <JXcerpta 

t rom tile body, or the reference to Ui o tale fro"' l'hUo and Josephus 

through the Q>urch Father& cert.111\ly caused tho text to he """""'bered 

'<here other boob of the •111!1• oerlod Will"• tosee<i ••ide and ror~ot.ten 

)8 

beoMlee they lacked the n11.evaDC9 to • notable historical eYent ouch 

u the t""'slation of the Lw, But this cannot a~ does not e:ir-lain 

the i ntent o! th e 111 thor. It only Uplain.!1 the intent all! pUrpOH 

that wu "ad into tile book by later hiatoriauo and t.heologieno. 

i'emape a *'"' core t'ul enalylti s of the text h in ord9%' to 

expl•ln the propA¥.enda a !Joo8 an<l inten•. of the t.ool< "'ore coniplet•l.Jt . 

The tact that ao :aueh 1a 11ade of th• section det llJll!; "1th the bV1quta 

and the lrlnga quesUonin, Ula puellta cocld g ive ua more 1nn1ght into 

the letter •• a whole . Ir it were for the t>urpooe or the t r anslation 

alone tMt thia tale wu written , we WGold .till be raced with the 

queetion or vi\)' the major portion of .. he docuroent .tea ls vi th event.a 

!llmoat totally unrelated to tlB p11rpo11e aecr1bed by all th~ later 

hiator 1 an e. 

In his inveeti~atton of UI~ On ek vorld in !nd1a1 W. W, Tarn 

diacoYered a voric that vu ve1y sl.Jnil&I" in rot-Pl and intent to this 

v ery eecUon or the Lettsr of Ari l!t.eu. 7 Dupl.te the fact that 

~rillteaa la probab~ dated IOOst conect ly ~oee W>o pl.ace It at the 

e nd <£ the second centlll'Y, '!'am belt .. vu that t))e bonquet section 1a 

111ucll older. He compllreo thio aeetion to an lndhn wcrlc called the 

HUindapanha or ()ieot1ons or Hilinda, The identUy of 111.Unda ie 

that of King Menander vho ruled in Greek lndia about tbe beginnin~ 

or the eecond century. l:11rlo116ly" the ,.... who brougl\t Menander to 

lndia 1n tho first l'lace llaa a king Demetrius, hear1n11: ti• • - nine 

u the one Ar iate•• ·~· waa the l ibr•rian at Alexandr1.1. 
6 



Beceuee thlll .. ct.loo 1e so 1t11Uar to th• one !ft the ~ 

uC frieteu u. lfOlll.d be uae tul to enal7u lt.of'urth&r . tt. \a In the 

••• to~ ~he que11tionll1f! o! a ••f• aod bis 1111....,r. Tam !ind• \ t 

c1u1t• lign1!1caJlt. I.bot tho question• in Arieteae nover 11ent1on J evieh 

,..lig1on c r cu.io•• or enn tho Jevish people. And the ea quut1one 

,,.,.. be!ng aaked or • n W.o w re suppoaed t.o b• ... u .. ereed In Jerleh 

lore end tnd:it.1on and lived in Jerueale. Wilch vu t."" cent.er o! the 

J eVl.oh lire of the vorLd ot l!ellen11Uc t.laeo. Th~re ore '°"'* o>H­

t.l ona havnur th1t tdv• eome d1.tr1culty. 

•ff• agreed v1 th these lfOnle, ord bllde t.he sl Jtt~ """ 
arurvor ti. QllOr)' , 'To ""°"' ahould fnor be ahO'ln? 1 

That•~ r111po"lded, ' " o parenh llvl)' s , •or Cod 
hu !"iven the ~rut.es1. c.-an<IMnl conotrnln, honor 
to pa ... nte. Next :le reckons t.he aht.o of f rlend­
eh1p , tor Ho calls 1 f riend the e q111l or 1Mn'1 
soul. Dlil you do well i n t.urninr ell """ to frlund­
shlp to youraeH.• (2211) 

Soao feel tt11t I.be t'itth co..,.111GJ110nt 1.- the nf.,rence two., blot Tarn 

pol.nt• out th•t Artstophonea' ·.iupa also phu thh 11 • Greek Idell. 
9 

Thi.a le al so ptv"" H a point In thtl vr1Un~ or Plat.o. 

There ts al ao • questi on Md oncrve r whloh hearken t o the Bible 

but il•o p,.edl~ llw Test. .. ent thought . 

• Rte rf!oponee vu 'by preaerrl"' equa.l.l~ •rd N aind­
lnR h1a1elt ot each wr, I.hat h• h • .., 11 vell aa 
1 leade r ot 11en. And Ood hwobles the l'J'_., and the 
gent.le hia., beitll' he eulta. •• (2iiJ; 

11 
HadHlO rtnda in this &e ct1on an a\lution to t.he ~\ble, bu1. ha •11• 

thn lt is eo gener al In unt.\.nlent that. no epecttic allua1on can be 

ll\f•M'8d or aa..-d. Thl.s vu b .. lld on the beller t.bllt. Tb1clcerey h•d 

l2 
put forth ur11tr. But Tam rinds th•t tJ>ia UM It • entunes 

earlier ... d C._e tl'O• I different 80\IJ'oe, Jn fact t. h of the 

opl.nion th• t thh line ietbe direct 11nk to quotn.1..,a 111 the N­

Teat.ent.13 

h<a ... rt oue at.liar queeti one .,d 1r11ven1 In ihb H ction 

.Ueo there u """ rodenoe to ponder r e garding ti. Jevtcfl or igin. 

It. la of int.reat to note th.at the 1t1Alt 01' 110st o1 the e11eet.lona 

put. to I.be &cholera are not about "'' ~c1.tic J ..,uh problc or 

•bout .,, llP'elnc J evi ah inror .. tlon, The ldn' , ..... to hne other 

111ttera on hie 11lnd, Ri.s questtone I.NI ebout himaelf ord hh ow 

rule - the dutiee, pri vileges , abitlona of a ldnj1. He tee.no to 

au• lt til up ln Ju.ate rev vorda after ou..Uon•n~ tllo last un. 

•ror I tine protit.ed 11re1Uy b)' U>e docLrlne which 
Jt¥U h1ore gounded !or me 111 th r eference to klng­
ahl p. • (294) 

He le not thon king the e lders vho 011t1 all th• ve7 tr.. Jerun l • 

to tell bla 1nythlng about the then practiced 1'111.h o! the J ...,. but. 
l.L 

lt 1e •ore I.be clta&x of • treatise OQ lrtngehi p. lt t.hb be 10 

It. would contradl~' the lfl tlre U>ul1 Uut .tn ateu 1e In r ellity a 

Jev >lho le vrlttnc in • lie)lt ly dleeut eed etyle 10 that tho"" vho 

rHd hU. would really believe hlJll to be 1 Oroak. Jnete1d T&J'!ll\aa 

folll>ll in the lenr,u~e .,other aort of 1nachronisio. It le 11rUt.oo in 

Ula "'t)'le Of • tffa tlse 00 kingab1p Or in I.be form O( I eyapoai111 

p,..valent 1n We ClNek ><0rld in t.bo !ourth .,,d tho th1 rd centurtee. 

Thll 11ct1on thon would not only take .,. bock t.o t.he HM or J>tol• 111Y tl 

i'hU lldelphua, but could poul b]J' be 11rller. At t.ht: tllle U>e • J.i.n­

latio lrtogahipe ...... very new in htat.o'I')', end the pn· .. 1 un, philoaoptiy 



l ) 
worked hard in ehaping the theory ot thh now phen0111enon. T'1e 

quOtiOM tJ\at &"' aoked are full Of the t.enninolol')' of the O!lttert 

benencenoe, 16 oqu.&l.it.y, 11 good ruling tov•rd •ll ... n, 1
8 

and above 

all, philanthropia or the love or oo••e su'ojecta,
19 

the lest .,r ~'\llcl· 
\a considered ao iJoporta>t. 

•Re C!OlllJWnded hi.Ill, end uked a>oU>er, • ~ot ii t.he 
010et asee11thl poeaeeelon !or a king? 1 'lftdul«enae 
end love to hie su'oject•e vis the reeponRe, •for b:r 
ttieee ., illdieoluble bond ot rood vill arhao, But 
it ta God who b rings 1t >bout t.hlt thee• thlnre 
should come t.o pa•• •• you woulJI choose. •• (2bS) 

He it 1.4 &ht8d that Ulta love i s the "'°"t MCH .. r:'{ poeeui!l on of 

l.ll tor a lc1nf(, 

The ton• or the secti~n d eal inf ..nth the banq\le.t v1tl1 

it• que6tlona 1cd arevera .,..,..d Tarn to delve .,ore deeply into the 

Mthod of the "1"11'01iwn co:ftparine It v1 th th• MUlndep•nh• and here 

of th~ eect~on of the 1.atter or Arlateae alonF v1 th thfl lenll""I':• used 

t.blt it i& or • •lllloh older dale t han the ... . t1ons ;n;rroon<l1f!f lt, • n<I 

le the vork of a completely d1!Cerent author, taken bodily ...:! "'11 tttl 

by the vriter or thin doallment • l the end ot tll~ first century \otlore 

11ost critic• """"' to beUave lt belon~e. !!• nbcPe tM.a part ot the 

""rk u 'oelng written in !\llotr'la o~ J ndt• and ,,.kl!I ~ lh vay 1-o :,;""t 

..tlere it .. 1gbt hov• come to the author of the Lutter of "r totean, vho 

••Vin it a use of Illa o wn. He 'Ila& vrltlnv • h1Sl<>IY ard U\ie s;nn-

poeiu. .. could be the •gent "1ettW he c <»l d QH t he plas..,.aUI oC 111• 

hbtory t o ita rre•te~ t ll<> l 1tht. 

42 

One proor th• t Tarn p;hes ror tnls eorly dat 1ng 1e found 

ln the fol.loving ver ee: 

•Re unreeeee hie agre•ent vit.h thie ..,, .,d aaked 
';"" nut hw h• mif(bt be tree or error. He dechred, 
By acting &l.veye vi.th vrav1ty 111d de.liberation 111d 

not. bei ng pere1aded by 9letdere but. o1'11eelt testl.ng 
"1at ia 1a1d,and 'oy ed..iniatel'illl! queatione or peti­
tions vith Jlldgiaent and t hrough judpont granting 
them, 1"" v1ll be free ot el'l"Or, Tour Mljesty. But 
t.o bold such cortrl.ctiorui and t.o behave .. cordil'lltly 
"'quire• divi.ne pover. • (2$2) 

Thle question belongs to • tl.iaa vlen the 1"91gnlng Ptol9"11 11u l'8C~h·-

1nR petittone, 'IM• points to a date be!ore the beginning ot the 

eecond century bec1uee 1rter tbis tilrle apeclal offi cials took care 

of pet1t1one oncl none reached the ldnf. Thia via not tl'll.e durinit the 

third centUJT, 
20 

In the Hilindapanha there are aev•nty oiest1ans r ather thin 

the s event.y-t"" or the Letter of Arlsteu. Tn thl s Vl:f thert ve re 

ten queoU one a nie;ht imrt.ead of Ore eleven th•t >n"' necees1 t.1'ed 

on tho laet two nights bee1Jl1'e or the tvo •ddetl .. e .. oer& or the 8Y!Jl­

pos\\lll! , The _,tllor or the Letter or Ar!e1.ete felt t b•t ha ~ad to 

lUke tnh e.rpl1nation becau•e l o nne place h a hu lo a parenthetic 

phraae •tor" there 1tare tvo more than snentT,• (272) This 80....,. to 

be redundant in the text because ear lier he had tvl<en soeehl pdns 

to poi11t out t.l'llt there vere eevont.y two eldere •nd he also U eted 

their 11amu (~6-Sl), The nUMbe.r sevent.y t wo doee not exist tn MY 

otller prertowi llellenbtie d~ocui.ent "'d it le thouvllt that tt>te n""­

ber .,.., introdlJCed to ,pva SCJ!l e agre11Dent v1t1t the re ference to 1lle 

seventy tvo eldel'l! appointed by ~osee tn the 2ible. 
21 
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There •-• to be however only one , .. jor differ ence between 

this doowaent "1th it• queetl.on• 1ttl I.Moe of the HU\r1hop••_ha, 

'n\e 1n1vero or all the Jevieh Eldera to everyonA or u .. q19ot. icn•, 

.. ve tvo , cont11n• 111 add1Uonal clwee 1n "'1ich the na• or Ood u 

Mntioned, Ir the tw ol!d shte:nents the tem "Divine L111• is aub-

otltutetl. !t ia 18 thouth the t.hre~ ol.ders had cb•n~ed ttie lntfl'll 

or the kinrllhip sY11Poal1W, Tlle:Y ,.,.. mal<in~ it clear hov t.tle)' <11 r­

tered fraa tie f.lellenhtic "1orld by mak\ny God their star1.1.n~ point, 

Thia I.I ohovn by the tollovinr vonie vhlch m.Ak•s it inov1to'ole th•t 

the Jevs Iii th their central authority or God could outrun th• 

Oreek philosophen1, 

"Then vHh a fuller vo l <le tt.> klnp ~roted them 
all a ll! spoke l<indly to them, >d th the others areee1•t 1 

espe cially the philosopher•, joinln~ in c n•11r.en<l1-
ti011. For In ttelr C'>.J1d'uct and dlsoo1roe lh~tt men 
ve "" CIT 111 advance or tht philosophers, ror they 
mode the ir • tllrtl ne point from Ood. Mil afte r tbia 
the klnt proceeded to shOll tii• kindly teolinP• by 
d rlllktne healths .• (2J~) 

Here t.be suporiorl.ty of t l.e Scrtpture oriented J""" to ti~ philosophers 

1• bro\lj\ht. out d r ... atlcally. They stete that. God I• the llOuree of 

everything 1"e kMll a m everyth\JW we do. Thi• lo regard1ao• of the 
22 

ques tion• put to Uie11. by l'toleiey or ~1.rlwt. Tbu ill even e choed 

1>ootoro in tb.e vorde of ~ate as where he st ate0t 

•Our a vgi'i'er, Ulen, in the t'iret place laid do"" til• 
principle s oC piety Md justice Ind expounded tha·· 
point by point, not alone by proh11>1Uons but hy co,,_ 
...,dloanta, arid he ,.ode clellr 11\a di ecmr\rture• and 
vteitations that wul1 he tnnicted 'oy road upon the 
guilty.• (131) 

Here tll•n 'Illa tbe baal• o! the ethical theory vhioh th• aut~or vao 

super imposing upon the vortls or anothl!r document. It l s vltb thio 

e thical I.dee 111 th God H the center that t.he authcr 16 di rrertng 

fro11 hia aource. 

It 1JI not necHH J7 t.o ~o through the uni.told atepe that 111.17 

ban been the 90111'01 o! th1e banquet material in th& L"tter or Arleteaa. 

1r it. lo, u it h11 bMn ehovn, • produ~t or the thlrd century, then 

;;ov doH U 1ppl:r to l!g:rpt o.' the end or ti. second centl1J'J"T 

'.lh~ two vorka, one fl'Oll lndi a eod the other fro• "mt 1 

llH• llh""'1 eo• aiaU&rl.ty, Both vorl<e ire the e&lle w1 th the oxcap­

tion ror the ~r or q.aeetiona. all! one ta edjted to •dd the dl•ine 

odgin of thought. Tarn believes th1t the ai tho" or the 1-otter o! 

Al'iateae uoad Ftoleiey becoUl!e he knev that he JIBl' hive hid at one 

thle sOl!le convereatione vi.th • •imUar group. He,,.,.., "We can nov 

aee tbot Arh-t.e aa ehoaa ptolamy TT •• hie prehgonl:ri. bec1use tt'e re 

vaa al.re1d:r in exhtence • docwHnt, th• Queetione ot l't.oltl'V TT, 

>Ctioh ude l'tole iq ll 0011'161'~ .. vi.th J e ... ; and the author or the 

Ouesti ona had chose n Ptolelll)' JT 'oecmse, !or the Jevhh vorld ot 

tb•t d1.y, he w1e tho great.est kin~ o! the ti• end th• !Jl&Stl ons 

vhieh had cane rro,. theEaet aho,.d t.h1t it vu proper tar r re•t Hnge 
2li 

to converse vi.th torelp;n ••~•·" Whether the•• queettoM actUollly 

origlnated ln the ... .i la stlll conjecture, but there 11< en<>ufih tex­

twll evidence to ahow eU.U1r1tAu of the ho wol'l<s. The sympoatum 

"'" not an UDCOll!llon forno o! lita r1ture of the u,.e, but there •­

to be Rre•ter -..a rlationa be Ween other ""ri<a than hetveen tb ..,. two. 

Jn the introduction -to tlle Kilind-i>anba there la also ~he 

upoaltl.on Ulat ve .find in th~ J.etter ot lrls teae. And th.are le 



cur loll~ onother cha,..c:Wr .tio \JI cllled Oemetrlus. Tam continuea, 

"A COP1 or """ G,..k qu .. tiOM or ltenandar, vrtttan in ltidl• 9000 

afteT l\enalller'• d .. l.h could have rHcbed the Ubruy •t Alnondria 

vu Babylon!.•, the preat clearing house betW""n !:ut a rd Wut, and 

u. reached H in 'Phnty o! tlM for Ariate•• ( c. 100 BCE) to read 

u.1 be ., .. ob•lou•lY lnter.ated 1n k"lnga' quea~otU, ard would hsve 

read lt had he round lt. lt look• 11 lf it vere the Greek C\leetlon• 

ot l!enamer which r 1•1 hilo t he Idea ot ruurrectinr l-etrlus , !lie 

Ubrar un, 80 t.hat he oilvJ•t have • U.e.etrtui to ph)' th• prlrclola 
25 

pan. 1J\ hi• own a cena aetU nf. • 

I! 't.11 le the e.1tplanrt \on of th" <loeusent, "" •re in'<eat.t­

g•Unf , Ul<!n we lllll-1. conclude th.rt. It la \n e rrecl reul1 two lforks. 

rt1·irt lt 1s a aorlet or queat1ona M d 1navere In U.e ror0t of • l!)'10-

poelua te.ke!i rroa an olde r sollroe .mlch ln tum io t 1ken Cron e stlll 

Hrlle r i our ce . till• was not unu911al \n I.he llellenhttc world ror ve 
26 

lt VII the cu..t.OOl of ba·u the e•• thlnit ln th~ Slb1lllne 01'•clH. 

the t!Jnba to use e;rl11Ung ,..tel'\111. Se cond thi • e)"ll'f>Olllum - llke 

aectlon is surrounded by another work lfllch was written by the author 

to apreas 80..., puf1)0n or tendent\ ousneu. It h • pie ce or prop1-

~onct. vrt tl "'. but. l l el 10 ls • trre or prop1,anda th•t ...rt be in-

,, .. t1~at.ed t.o dl.lcover U.e tntent, 

Our e-ourcee are clmoet l n oom11lete • r.re•ent t.h•t the • uthor 

of Ariiteu 1111 a J aw "'o Wied t hllll1 veiled llnl')llfil to lndicot.e 

he .,11 • noble ln the court. or Ptol.ellQ' TI, But ve hnt teen that by 

ceTteln thing• he wrote, \acl!.'dint. the 1dd.lt10R!I i n tho •1111PO~!U111 

section , that le " "' blsicllllY JevhKly oriented in • n.reek wor ld. 

L6 

The J e111 had u .. d in !gypt eince t ht tlAts o! thl 81'oylon1ln a U e 

ond there is reH oc to bell"• tbat ti• p?'Opbet J e .....tah ,.. capt und 

1r1d t.eken thue. 27 Later there le nldence eh.,.., b1 tht Elephantine 

Pepyri that there v11 a l • Tt>.• J ,...Uh Htt.le""'nt on the Mlle. 'nlle 

..in ... nt bed 1110a Uy •rcluinte llnd 1oltllere in lte froup. Stl 11 

later at t.he t1.lle or ilU:Wlder' 1-lgration atart&d ond Joaephu 
2d 

gi•eo 80.,. eviden ce or thle l•iurraUon. Ravner, it la not 1111tU 

the U... or Ptol .. y l Soter Uurt w b"e fuot hand evidence or the 

r alde 1n Pa].eBtine aid the br1nio1nil blck to ERypt n\llllur0\1$ Jevtoh 

priaonera. Soter •ode ral da \ nt o PaletUDe from )?0 to ):ll BCE, and 

f requent intercouraa reaalned between the t vQ cou~trle• after that 

tlioe. SVldance <>! the con"'eat 1rd the dtspoelt.lon o! the pr looner1 

11 g 1van In th e ldt\er o.f Arlete11 ( 12-lL). It nientiona that itie?"e 

ver • 100,000 J ,...e N Httled In l.1!1'Pt at that t1""' H'd th at they lfore 

uaenthl}1 plecad into a1llt.1ry aenlco • to ftpnt ln lh1 •"'11 or 

P1..,.etlcua agalnet the kin11 o/ the St.hl opbna.• 

In Ueundria the Jevtlh populatlnn et .. dil1 i nc reaeed eo th#! •t the 

be-1ming of th• Raun per iod, tvo f1rthe or t he city wee tru..bited 

b1 J eve , 2'l J ew .,.,.. not conC1ned to their quortue and J ews dwlt 

neryvhere so I.bot ayn.,,OllUH 11ere •cottered all ..,.r the cit1.)) 

The Jeva dld haYI • ce rtain kind or OUtollOll)' in vhlch they had con­

trol O'<er t.h• I r own coa:ountty. Thia 111t.hor1t1 ,,.. knovn • • t.he 

nolite..a . Thia J evtoll aut.oncoiowi orcaniut1on beaed it• 1•"11 on 

the ancestral 1.,., 'Tlllll! t.lle ?oroh was t.NI flmd.-entd 11w of all 



Jl 
tl\e J evish ces<unl ti ee ln E,typt. ~r\Jtteas p1vea u~ d1 reot eyldencn 

ol this poUtouma. 

"When the roll• bad b een read the prleste n..i th~ 
elder• o r the t.r111slators and soiue or the co(orat..e 
1:-o~ and tile leader& of t.h« people TOSI up,• JlO ) 

The J 11va 1erved and wo rked everyl<li.N" They •re soldlera , 

poUc.,..1l , tar:r.ers , etat.e ort1c\al&, artlalllll and mrchanta, 1'-e 

ent ire period rrom Ptol emy t Sot e r to Ptole•ll)' V!T , PhU011eter ( 146 

9Cf:) ts that or a alav e etabll.el\Jllent \n thi• enV1.ronmont, 
Fro,. thh 

U• '19 Nnd that tbS'e wa6 an lncreue ot Jevieh iJo."llP ratl.<>n t..­

cause Josephus rt.Rh• that "PhUnuter •n<I Kleopatr•, hU wife, en-

32 
tNeted the wholo of th•I r relli!I to J ews.• 

Another ~QM.an t phae• of thie now eetU uw .. u the p?"OOese 

or tho hellenb&t 1.on or I.he J evs. Gredt VIJI the nev mother tonl(Ue . 

\lebNIV h .i 1.onr e\nce cU••ppeared from Egypt al Uioum we oe• traces 
J) 

of it ln t h• ~ilep)lant.ine Pawr\. We know tli•t Aramaic v11 01'11111· 

nuly tho pr 1nc1pal la1wuapo Of I.he Jevl sh settJ.o~•· Jov1sh 1=1.-

111
ranto into i':f1Ypt ln \lie ttellen1el1 c oge used ~r.,,.olc ln their eveey­

da,y l1 t'e, thou1th , of course, many ot them l<nov so,,., ilebrew ao well. 

Dul'ln• the snt1 re I.hi rd century• and perhopa t.lle t1 r st. b al r or \lie 

aeconi C>io'Jlt.ian J eva continued to eJ>"u.lc Ara. .. aic. Arter thb period 
I ~ 

no more doc1.1111onts are found 1n thia langu.oge. lt to 11\c!ly th•t 

•,.anaic a• 
0 
l~lll• of cOOD!lel'Ce vu euppllll ted by the f'fre~k. Since 

V""1do wae not the nit.tonal lan"1lflll• or tl1e Jews, nor the lanpuav• 

or tlm Bible, its replaCAU11ent by llreelc did not affe ct tbe nati""al 

(oundaUon• ot Jev15h lire, thou!')I it oert&1nl)' chanped Its external 

aspect and dlmir\lehed the uU'fere11<> .. btit"een the Jewi ah nnd nreel< 

modes or life. 

It vaa in ttde Gnek vo,.ld of the Jev th1t. the LeUer of 

lrleteaa u.de lta bow 1n the fom that ve knov it. 'toherlkover gl••• 

the ..,....,"" vl\y t.hlo worl d vu ripe tor ouch literature. 

i. ln the HCOnd century 9C£ t.heN lie.re J evi oh >trttore in 

Alexaidria lotlo ·lll"ote on J etfl ah eubjeet.o for tho Jewish reader in Greek, 

2. 'lli• Jew 1.n Alexandri a lived ln • r alrly free atmosphere 

and there v u no nidence of anti - --!Mc vrt tlni<• •uci'l as doecrlbed 

by Joo e1>buo 1.n ~~ Apion, Thto literature reached its climax only 

at the Sid of the He llenlat1c period .,d 11\e beitiMlnt of t,he '!oll!an 

perl.od. There fo1·e, this camot be an apolo~etlc t r1ct for the nou-

J ewish ~pyptians, 

J . lo tt not pouible to \nl3fine that. th11' glor!ficotlon 

of Juda.131'1 could h•ve found more fovor and understanding In the heart 

ot a J ew th•~ it could have tnnuenced a nreel< reader7 

~ , The Oreoks oould not have been eo na! ve to have boen ta~en 

In by such a crude fiction and believe that 1.t wao • penu.ine 'lreolt 

pratslnv, Judd.., oo hi~l)o . Aho , tl•e Greel< pseudonym of Ar1atea1 

does 1l0t exclude the p.>olbU1ty that the book wa~tend.ed for Ule 

Jovioh reader. 

S, The author ln verse~ 130-lM hu l!lenar disclloo the 

irecepts of tho Torob with euch ox ... plu •• "•»!Jule ch8v1nv the cud 

and partinr the hoof,• lt 1o only the :r.oat e eoterlc thinfi• tllat t he 

R\E>i Pr1Ht d iacuaoee here. l t h ••n•o probable that the Jevs ..,uld 

h.tva co11cem over theee thi.rws, The r.reek• ..,uld more likel;f ,,.nt 

to know about. circumctsion, the Sabbath, tile main hol!d>Q'a, and ~he 

prohi bition of pork. Bot Elenor pMset onr these thi n~• in nilenae, 
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ni. Letter ot Arlot.eu le vrltten in the ordinary Greelt lan-

gu.ge ot the ltillenlatlc per10tl •nl "'""" no tn nuence or Sat.i~· 

tonguea. 35 Jn the norrotive, arvt e11p•ci1.ll,y In the doOJae nta, """ 

ctn trace tho lntl uenco or ~te Pt.olamtlc office>. We 11• H.Y 'Ulat 

tht euU>or hoe perfect uateey or the Gr<tek l.anp•ge, ortic1"1 u 

-11 u literary, trd that. he renale a cert.il'1 slrlll In narr1tl11~ 

the varloua in a ..oner attrac tive to the reader. 'nle ldeae or Greek 

philoaophort on e t.hi.ct and poHUc• are ,,.al nly renected In t.he SY!'­

poe iu.'I put or I.he letter . Tt-Ja &)'lq>OriWO RD .. beyon~ • ll other 
)b 

ey11pOala ln l ta lack o( poe tic teell~ Ind Ha dry dldaetic "Inner, 
37 

Heecha tlnda tll le ••a 1ttltude in tho wt1.t1n, vhen ho quot.a , 

•rt aeas , to j udv.e fl'oot'I utant works , tho\. educated llellen1s tlc 

Jew• cllltiva ted the Gre ek l•nRU"!'•, and oft.en emoloyod a "°""'"hat 

art.it1c1al 1ca det111c style, vi th fondness ror compound vorda , "°'""­
tillea even ''"k\n~ nev eompoundai tbi • ls true or Philo •nd Joaeohua, 

1'nd doubtlers truo ot other M n, lt vu true of Arla t.tu. ln ac -

cordance v1 th the gen lue or l! torory Oreu there ia ., eb1enc• Dr 

t oret.,n vonle. The olopree or OJlture in the •uthor'1 lan«Ur e Ind 

style la dlf tl.cult t o a r'Pr• lse. l.Joep\t.e trace& o! nrnacullor In hie 

Greok it t.• el .. r Uliit Arbte11 1& Car reieoved trcm tM low cul­

tural gr1da repruented by t ho lllllerah papyri, Hl a atrlnlti~• 

lie vi~t. U.e 11 tnery rat.her tho' I.he 111>oken Oreek ~ r Mo d•y. • 

It la al so In the epirU. ot true Greek phUooophy t h• t tho 

question• ire asked, "\/hat h phlloaaphy?" (?$6) "l:lh1ch lo the 

hlRIJeat rule?• (221} •llov lli~t (the ktnr) be beyord outburat1 or 

wrath?• (?53);6 Woll'•on noteo that these c.u eatloru are l"lphrued 

in Uie vrlt.inp ot PbUo and Uley dNcribe •ca- tbe dwblt nt tllJ'e 

ot aana an eill'thllJra •oul Wi ld\ cont.int the seat or deal.toe 1rd other 

irrational mot1oM and 1 opirltual soul which b the aut or re .. on 

aoting ao • re1tralnt upon tho t moticna, 39 Ka oho rtnde thlt the 

an-r to varee 221, "'l'o rule oneooU trd not Ile carried 1v~1 by 111-

pulaea,• (222) ta found in not.tve Jevtsh trtditlon v1Ulout. the benefit 

ot phUoaophlc t1r11lnolog:r . 
4o Tt. la the probe of Ule vt ~ua or con• 

t.enblent. In r abb1nlc lit.eaatlU'e It. ctn :>a found !'t the~, "Who 

l.1 •it:h~J'? Pe t>.a t aubdue1 hi a deal"'. lo'ho la r1ch7 He t.11111 II con-

41 
tented vi t h H a portion, • 

If one wino howner to etreee th• J ewish character or the 

quutl no and anlVlra, i.. would find U11 t the Lav Yaa not t he aoirce 

or I.he ldeH that •re oxprauod. They .. ou:W bo l'nm booka like l'ro­

verm, Pall..,, DMiel or the Apocryphal tracte, ell of \lhlch 119111 to 

have beon written 1n 1 porlod vhon Jevieh 11ter1t11re vu belnJ' lnnu­

anced Qr Hellenisa. Tchericovor corrlea t.hb idH further by 1treae­

lns tht t • aeverll pea1aiae In the oy11poa1U11 have no counterpart 1t 

all 1n Jtvlab lltereture, 1'\ere la li t tle dou'>t , t.horatore, th~ the 

Greek ldeae in the s,yinpoah .. or l.riatHS . .... d rawn dincU:r rt. the 

great stock or Rellen11ttc lit ar1ture "1.thout J ertah tnte,...dtarlee.•L? 

.lrtsteas has • r1vorable attitude toward the Greek _.cation 

or the Java. rt la thh tact from -.hich the 1pologetlc feature ot 

tho lotter M1111s lo hove arilen , It wao aa it' to·~· •s .. vhtt 1 

lfOrthy peopla these J eva •re that. ao &l'e•t a klJie u PhU1dalphua 
I.} 

Va& their patron and ( riend, o 'J'hb Uf be t.Ne but i t ·-· U. t 
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the letter yoee befond tile rell.11 of tJ:'\16 •poloRe t ks, There h MON 

rnerence on t.he put o! the Oreeka then just the fact of toleriltl"'! 

ot t.he J n b, '!he git\11 that ,...,.. sent t o Jeriuol"" ere tJ\e 1110st pre­

ct011s onea in Ule Royal 1'reesury (So- 81) ; t he klna recel ve<I the o:.de,.. 

1-diate1y, althougll it vu t.ho Ptolemai c cuato"' of tho tl""9• t ;. vaJ.t 

t"'"' five to th.1 rt.y do.re (171.-17<:), a hoUde;y 11 .. d•·clared ('180), and 

the Id~ prostrated h!Jnaelt oeveo time• before the rolls of the Torah 

w. 
(177-178). Tchorikover •Ilk• it t his""" meant ro~ the consu.,M.lon 

or the Greek wrld, and he anave re In the neit•tt•e. Re bel levee that 

lt vas to tntluenee tile Jevt.oh, not the Ot-eoi< reader. "The re i~ nn-

thl.ng t.hat. malcea you love people more than t be knovledge tha t they 

lov" you, •r itrteu' reader wu •l(Jloct.ed to deduce frOl!I th" kt or '• 11nd 

the cour\ier "' ertectionote attitude tovanl Jno tilat he hi."ll• eil ouv.M 

to devalop an •traction toward Greekat to bring the J 0vs naarer to t he 

Oreeke in the~,- culture - -thte 11 .. the 11'1 or Arilrtuo.•
1
'
5 

Aristeae even has lit e •never to the rnli r lous d trrerences ot 

tba Jews ald tJw Greeks. He tries ve ey h•rd to s hQw t hal re~ardle•• 

ol tho dHterenco or the proc t ice of ooly t heb11 b,v the Greeks ond 

l'!Onotheitl!l by the Jewe , th• re h IJ.alcell y no pla losop'\ic diae renc• 

in the outl ook of the two worlds , It can be br'l.dRed, TM e ""1Y ~ ><­

pl,.in tli e reason t o i: tho 81.ithor' s hldnv • 7reok Identity. Thu vlorl ­

t1oatl"'1 of the Greek rel1v,l on camlnr fro,. • Jev would not l.Jllpresa the 

J ewish World . It could ·arouoe hope 1n the Jew1 S> h"a rt t o uht'l\I Lhat. 

• Gre ek bad .., .. ~ uld~rstandlnf and C<>!l~SJISl'lfl for the r.lt.h or ;1.on~ 11. 

1~ h •• th'>ugh he .... t.ellinv hls r..:i low Jowe t o ro out to moot th& 
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Oreek a )\.11.f ve;y, Ills atUt~de vu that thi! Oi-ka at hlpb education 

lcnev •that their ~od~ 11111 e ..erety eymbole, Accordi.r>g to th.la theory, 

the gods were klfl!I• .nd herou o! anoiorit t1mes W.oee uriOWI actlo!lll 
46 

ror the benefit or mankind earned th• tha honor due to goda,• rt 

ie ln t his .. .,. line of t.hougtit tho t a B4M1n lilY un1mport•nt ver•• 

takes on very inaportent 1"'pl1catlono. 

•God , Ille o 'l'9reeor agd creator or "'11 thing•, lti0111 
they worship, io lie .t.1111 all 1!18n var11hip1 and "" 
too, Your M.\1uty, tho\ll!h we 4ddreos lltm d1!1'erently 1 
aa Zeus and Dis; by tJ\e ee ne&& men or old not. un-
su.1 t ably algnH1ed that He th?"OuPh 1'ho>1 all cl:'eaturoe 
l'l!co,ive lU'e ao! em~ into be ln1< ii! the i!Utde arr! lord 
ot all. Surpao .. ell 1118!1, then, in IUF.n•ninllty or 
spirit. , IWld gr-..t li_berty to those oppress ed in bond­
age.• (16) 

Does i t not seem 'hat Arb teu le t;ry:foi! to t ell hhe Jewe 

tho t the Creek Zoue and the God of t./le J evo are nne and th• ea1te? 

Onl y th<! nl!Oea are dttrerent. While , with ti\~ example or Zcrlpt.u.re 

betore hi.Jn, Ariateas has no objeoti~n t o de1crlbin~ Oo1 by P:°"""al 
1.7 

Oreelc t e1111 s tor the go1!G , he 111 t'e &loo •P!'ltun to Cod the proi.er 

n•e or the Onie~ deitio•. lr Ar!etea ts l n hi• l e tter I& QISde to ••Y 

that the !JOO ~ orahipped by tho Jews \ a the ' """' os th• b wh \ch the 

Greeks c all "ouo, Lt lo lll14' llecau.oe he 1" pruented ao a non..Joll 

and o Stole phUoaophe" to .;,.,.,, :au• ,.. • ..-. the """·" BS t'he God IClr-

1;8 
e hlppe<I by the Jeve. 

Hov t ti.. r.reek and U.., J ewis h tJ\O\\Phl bev\n to nlngle lo 

broug)lt out clearer by Arl~teas. He lo e tlll besically e ]lf!rson 

who vu trytnr t o preeerv" Juda1 sm fro1'I any el len • ttack, and In 

order to do tht.e he had to s ho\/ hov lt wae o1PIU8r tQ l}reek thoul!)lt 
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in order t<> eurround 1t >d tll a ,.,µ 1 of ideas U1at would 11Hhatand 

tba batt.eri~ or rarei l!l'I attook. 'l'hts he did through tho uae of 

&llagory which ruches i t s highe ct l.e~el i n th~ ....,.\t \J•1·• or Philo . 

l!e sees the lo\oaeic Lav u alle"or\ e·s l'.lven In s}'!ftl>olic ,AAnner. Tiii• 

&ee/O\tl to be lhe essence of the entire oection devot<Hl to Eleat•r' e 

dissertation 1128 aqq , ) In _tact h" even •pell• lh\• Irle• out. 

• Ul the regula tio"6 concerntnp what h 11" .,.,t.sibl• 
Iii th r ete?"tOnC• to these and other Cl'ltatureo, t.hen, 
he bu ut. forth by way or allev.ory, • (1'1") 

Here he pive: the philosophic reason tor tho food lawa, And the•• 

lawe •r• based on •rlg)\t reason• (161). And l'e even tell• wha t U\ ls 

1• . PanphrabeJ i t ts th•• t he f<Nlt! wh,ich oot ~r•l n are ~, 

llh•reao the rnr-bldden ones a.re hind6 or l'"'Y, Hence •the l.awglver 

r1a& co,,,,,,.,nd•d t o"""" or undorotandll\ " a ayiol>ol th•t tl\~v .. u et be 

just and achieve nothi"f by viol ence• nor mu•t th..y onproo& othtlre. 

( 1.li7- lh6) 

lt 1> with 1his i;ymboltc. 1oean1np t.hotAri • toao l ook& °' t ho 

whole ToNlh . ,:l\ U ft it htl$ a profound '"eo ninr, \.he add1t1CI'\ of ftreol< 

thougl\t tc 1.Apre110 al le~oty on tr.e .>cr 1ptural t ext p,\vee the • r!fht. 

a universal do,tr\ne, espectoll,v tho•• who h"'1 • Oreelt educatl on. 

•noe Torah ought to be l.Jllbued wH h r.r .. 11 phll6•ophv ..0 •
1
1e t eacl1lil , 

ot :i.osea ought to ..la!)t itselI to the achOQl of Plat.o. Thon , and 

only then, could .'.o•• he accopt..d by thll eduoot.ed Alonndrhn J<tW 

a& a L•llf;i var and prophet. •• i.9 

S4 

AM t.hia wao the importance of the Greek langua~e . •r1 ot.eH 

alread,y had had Dmetrius aay of the Torall1 

And 1 atert 

• franalat1on U required; iD the ci> Wlt t)' of the Jeve 
t.h8)' use a peculh r script , juzt. aa the Elt)'PUane 
amploy thlllr •rran(l;ei.ent or l etter• a nd they have 
t.hair own hnguap,e.• (U) 

• I t l\.eppene that they are vritten in Hebrew cha ,..ct ere 
.nd in the Rebr4V tongi•e. ant! tbey '>a v~ been com-
mitted to writing somevl'llt c ere.lessly • nd Mt ade­
q1utuly, •ccordinv to t he tesU"'0'1Y of ""Jlerta for 
U>ey hove ne'(ler banefitt1>d by a klnr:' • roreth~gt>t• (JO) 

Here ia the ~ ~ for the translation, Greek is th• i.n1veraol 

h nruov,e and the 1.onguage whereby th• correct. thou~ht oan best he 

tnn..,itted to the people. The Oreek will no~ h<' ve the 1liipei"feot\ons 

of the oril(il\al llttbrev, And he '"'"'· use the whnle •,)111Pooium to shaw 

1:01' <rreek thourht 11nd llel>rev L. ~ are Th · - synonymous, e Lav 111 oaid t o 

he ct ucred and divi ne origin and the booke of the L.., •re described 
50 

u logia Of God , t.he o niolee or God. It ae \tell. u tile o,..elc lan-

ft\llf!" 1e 'What 11111st. be used to 9111s erve the eanct.l t)' Md tNth o! the 

Torah . It l s aa thoupjl bhroueJ1 this .., ... t.he vhole translation 1e 

given the ••e bolineee •• Mooea• reeo1rt.np the La11 on Ht. Sina I. 

l'hUadelp/lus intuuted this in his }.et.tor Of lntrot.luctinn t.o &louor 

when he u1d: 

•Now a111<>e we desire to ohov !nor ~o theoe (l:!jrypt.llll 
Jews) and to all th.o Jowe in t he world and to their 
~poeterit.y "" have reaolvod that your Lav al'l~ld 'ho 
translated intt> Greek wri tiDf!; f,.... t.he Koiu- ton~ 
in use eonr you,• (38) 

Wh•~ 1'o s o special about th" Law that. Pbiladolphue llhould seek tHor? 

l t I.a ea 'l'chertkaver feels th& "from now on the Jevo llOuld not need 



SS 

the Hebrev lAnRU~• • 111 •Ore , "ven ln their rel l.j!io"" aervico" D'reek 

t1141 U"l(llM• of the kl~ end the atat<S would aarve all th&ir e1>l rt tuel. 

ne..S. and tMr• -.id be no l ... INlll'• baM'i.,. betvaen th e J eVll and tlla 

Or .. ke. Tl» Otffka ...,uld be able to l'<l• d the Bible an:! w "allu 

...,., 1ublw are lh ldH e a nd bow hbh ls tie culture of I.he J ewi sh 

natton, choMn by Ooct l.O recel ve Ule Torah . 'fhe Torah in r.Nlek wuld 

HrYe the J eVI Q a ticket of l<il!i•el~n t.o r.,....ek culture .. rt rlMek 

Sl 
eoclety.• Mor• vu thto llcket of true • 111ncipaUon tor the J.., l n 

a foNl l\'I •ocloty. He co\llll have hi• Lav and hia relio(\o"" oractlce , 

He oou.ld al so •l•ve the culture or hie adopted surround1nn 1'i tllout 

h .. ing to gha Up lole birthriv,ht. He vaa nov both Greek and J ew, 

How wore the two 10 dltf$reot U' they could be reconcil ed tllrowh 

"r1Khl reuon"1 At Ule same tl ,• e Ar-lotu• m ows tlor<>uvh tho 1111e of 

tho Grnk oympoel UJO the advanta 1•• the Jeiie have by belnr he lter ond 

hevinp a pruter ln !Allectll•l capacl tY th111 the barbarhna, 

The <}Mele llible could be re ad '.f1 e veryone , and everyone 

could onnvtnce hlmulr ot th e depth ... d truth or the rellvtoua encl 

nor al id••• or t.he Je>deh i ... in ..... t«i:es, 1rd ti>• \Jllport.•r>e• or th• 

people to "'oa 1uah preceptr bed boen plven , n.. Bible wu nol • 

barborhn book , an! I t vea nov Uie poeaoulon or tta enti"' ctv1lhed 

world. Thia le all tho aore reason Wily Je\I• had t.o •ih,.,. t.o lta 

t1n•tl. 

""'°'"" theretoroe our lavrh~r, e"'lppe<I bJ God for 
lnal rbt Into 1111 thlwa, had """IV•d eac:ll por­
Uc:ulor, h• fenced us about vi th llopregn•ble pali­
aadea end with walla or Iron, to the end t~•t we 
eh<>uld at ntl• in no "1'11 vi th any or the other 
nationa, ,,.,.1niro1• pu ..e in body and In •1>1rit, ..,.,_ 
clpated fl'<ft uin op1nton.s, reYering the o.., Md 
al~t.1 God abon the "1ole of c-reotion. • (1)9) 

!lather th., aoeiodhtion thil ii • 1ulon to J\ldabm, • Not •eslal-

lat1on •ong tbo Oent11ee h ArlR•H ' • .,lratlon, but th• openl"' 
S2 

ot a world at cul.tun befo..., J ew• .,d Juda.1 a.• 
The ent.1" Letter or ArioteH is a 'V•tllY\i' one. 1te do not 

l<nov 1 •..a r Jthor or the d1u or lt.e vrl ti~. le can only "'" '· It. 

•- t.o ~ tbe work or • Je1t of tho er>d o r the eecond century ~E 

writ~ ., llPOl"ll:I' or a pol ... l c, lt.-1 lnt•nl. In &lo o lOllt ln tile p .... 

inK or ti• on! 111.tn ,.. mun. look to the tert Wld the contuai 1111: h l e­

torico}. events to &Ake '°""" eotl..,tl. on of It , [lut. 1<e do knov lt Is 

H9Ucnhtla and it tri~s to pv• ua t!te ruS<•n ~or tho oornoctMU 

oC tbe tranahtlon or the Hebrew Law into Greelc , Thftre la Ill ao reuon 

to believe that i t la a compon1to or I.dee• , i ... vu .. ~· •nd ... tho<I, 

'?cherikover •~ tho boolr up '1Ult• aucclnctly. 

" The Letter of Al'isteu 10p0&r8 H A lyplc•l I/Ork Of 
ilu1ndrhn Jewry in the Ptolll!a&i c period, The1·e l e 
no unity in I.he bark1 H thor1 ,.., no unity elthor 
111 the heart of the 1uthor or in th• eoe;l.l l cl aee 
to "*11ch he bolo11Ved, Like ..,at or t.he people llh o 
strive to be 'oitlfAln• ot t wo vorlda,' Arl•teH did 
not ootually belonc to eiUler or ti-, I t le dltrl­
cul 1. t.o c:luo Arieteu Ulonk the nat1on•l1•t J ewe; 
hle Judol•• Is pale 1n! aolorl1u, Ulbuod wi t.II f.>retgn 
1n!luencee, ind It lu:ke th • lnnn vuwtb or a ,. .. utne 
n1tlon1l t eolln,, , Evan llH do te Ari•t .. 1 belonp to 
the llalbnH. Hts 111plr1tln1W to be Uk• the Clroeka 
only aphulse the g" et duUnce bctv• en hi• end th e 
k&loi l<ea•thot ot tbe true 'lftek lntell l~en.ia. Rut 
rt1i P" C le 1 lhle duol ll.1 "*11ch ii ll02 t ~rtait. 
for t.118 ec.~olar etudTin« th• cul tuJ'll upe<:t. o! l!el­
len1atic J evry, ~ rl ei.eu v11t.ed t.o vrl ta bleto1'7, 
tnit in r1ct he depleted hie own t.lau . ; r11 teu• 
aall bock eoru1 H Ol\fOf lhe -t taport..tnt eourcoa 
tor the 1t1ld7 of I.he aplrl t or Alu1nd r 1 ... J~· in 
t.he Piol•aic period, "*1tn antl-aaltla bed not r•t 
blocked the w~ to cu.l.wral -cip1Uon before t.be 
!!«YJ>thn Jev, ll'l d the 11.te o! the J ...,hh Nttl on in 
i!«.Fpt appeared to be t.ronouU end aafe. • !i) 
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'llleee are I fev of th~ '"""Y hlstorical and literary &"l'OCh 

t> f nte Letter o! Artst.•••· 'l'hore ore many more raee te to be explort1d , 

OM of Ul6 more p 1"9ulng lti tho relationship or th\ • book w'\th Ula 

Jave in Palest.\ na Wld&r llw Selucida, Tn Arlsteae UY re are onlr 

biJlt• ot thia hlirtorlc period rt! locale, lb I n!luence on t he 3op-

t.uagint hae bu~n ve ry well docullenl<1d and hoe been the poal of sch<>-

larly reo,,.-ch fo r many yea"'• There is much t o b~ un ravelled ;yet 

in t.ho m.vriada of tlOOtradict\one and anachrohilll!I• In Its text, The 

tnnuence O ,f anti - aeiniti• in Ggypt \• al•u 8 r1. .. ld Of •nl!.:oavor to 

be explored. SO f ar thtre have been only re forencoe and vues,eo. 

As th la Whole Pdriod of history bec<>Me8 better known, p~rhaps the 

Letter of AristAas c•1t bo studied with more aaS\lrAnce, 1t is a hope , 

Perhaps aomethinl!. new will turn up whioh will turn conjeotur" to 

re&l.i ty. 
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