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Rabbi Joshua ben Levi, a Third Century Palestinian .Amora , 11 ved most 

of his life in Lydda. 'lhere he directed a school, preached and taught. In 

his l ater days he left Lydda for $epphor1s to go to live nth his son Joseph 

v:ho via.s married to t he daughter of Judah the Prince. Although he was not 

3l ways i n 1 c~o~ •·i th t he policies of t he Pa triarchate , he enjoyed o. po s i t ion 

of gr eat r espect in the co:nuunity1 and , occasionally , represented the Jews 

i n ma t ters of national importance a t t he courts in a>me. 

HaVing stuC:ied l':'ith the most learned men of hi s time, he carried on 

the tredi tion of scholarship in Jewish life and gave frequent evidence of 

his extroadinary ability in his !lomilies. He was a versatile preacher 1 and 

he usud , with few exceptions, all the foms of text ual exegesis and homiletical. 

devel opan:ent popular during his time . Our preacher was most articula te re-

garding his theology. God, to him, was kind and generous , manifesting liia

self directly in t he aff'ai r s of man.kind; He was a God of unalterable justice 

and 1nemreble vengeance, but these quaJ.1 ties were constantly tampered w1 th 

His a ttribute of grace. Bound to r.llUl 1':1 th an unbr eakabl e coTenant, God has 

dedica te-" Himself :is Guard, Helper and Protector of all His crea tures . 

'!be 'l\:>rah was God's spec i al gift to Israel, and was , V1i thout doubt, 

the most i mportant s ingle religious artifice in Israel's culture. It bound 

Israel to God and made of her God's p eculiar people, indispensable to rorld 

hi story end bles sed \nth a mission. Although the na ture of this mission might 

b e a bit vague in the homilies of R. JBL, he obviously concluded that the 
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well-beillg of all the world v1as directly proportionate to Israel ' a position 

in it. This alone, the task ot acting as an exampl e for the other ne.t1ona, 

is mission enough for any peopl e . 

Since R. JEL was somewhat of a mystic , acquainted with the occult and 

the hidden sciences , it is naturnl. tha t he should evidence a dri't'ing interest 

in the lite atter death and in the problem of the Uessieh. He expr essed an 

impelling belief in both these concepts and l ooked at them as the only l ogical 

panacea to the inequalities prevalent in daily li't'ing. His theological views 

were 11 berally invested ,71 th vi Vid descriptions of the part thet angels play 

in the detennine.tion of human destiny. He felt that the angels possessed 

many po";ers beyond those of manki.nd, but they, nonetheless . were bound by 

t he laws of justice and morality in all thei r dealillgs with humanity. Uan 

could acquiesce to the forces or evil or bis own vol! t ion, but, under no cir

cumetanees , could he be compelled to do so . 

It i s not surprising that o man as sensitive as v:as R. JEL should 

possess a profound appreciation of the ethical values tha t l ay behind all 

human activity. He seized every opportunity to stress these elements in his 

se:nnons and const&ntly demonstrated that simple obedience to the law was 

meaniDBlesa if not accoJTIPanied by compelling ethical convictions. 

R. JEL played so important o role during his t1J!le and <!id so much to 

color the evolving tradition of Judaism that he has been immortalized in 

legend. In Rabbinic stories , it is said of him tha t , whil e yet alive , he 

visited Paredise and Gehenna and returned t.o give a report of that which he 

found there. AB late as the Nineteenth Century• in distant Arllerica, a great 

poet sew tit to mention him e.t;ain and t.o t ell of his exploits. 'lhis is only 

fitting , bo'l\·ever, for he was a giant on the earth and certainly worthy, 1n 
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his own right, of the merit that was accredited to him. 

Martin Kntzenstein 
January J, 1950 
Cincinnati 20 , Ohio 
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I n tha· branc h <.f criti c ism thft i nvolve s t he c on-

sider-at.ion of the hattinic 1 erioa, 01ie finds less c;.f these 

two extremes . '.1.'he reasons f<w this a r e orvi ous : The re is 

e gl'e ater eynanse cf inf r rms t ir-l"I up<.·r. w · c h we can br se 

\.Ur st• ojes , clJO, f ar 1~ore L1portan-c , tne ve r y subject.a 

tr emselves were fle.xil">le perSr'lT'Pl~tie s , the r prPatness 

61 ty . ·.i:he !"e element s , tneref c..re , have ter dec t o c r ee.. tea 

a r e l ativelv frate r nPl ttmos ~h"' rP iro the scrcols of ?fi sh
-. 

nai c , ·ro.lr.udic £.nd 1 idreshic er! t1c ism, perha _!)s" more m .. ture 

tt tmosphe ..... e, sr cer ta inl:v '•ne t lit t tends t r ...,r r duce a (Treater 

h e e ritfnlJ, wever, for because of tne flex fr; 11 ty <" f 

i t s presen t atic n it is eas~ f or one t L allow h s pr n c iples 

of scrol a r s in tCJ fa ] 1 ore·- t e; t:tle lure of meaf1~nf"le ss 

r etc.ric . 

It : ~ tbe t'.131' of t 1 e a"t or tc ·n~1' e a ca r eful s t udy 

1.. f trie sermons ~: c.. the homilet' cs l tec i n1oue s of a t r -1"\ 

r- r eat p ret.c .11e1· ol c1 1.v c.rJ·:i. v e &.-c ·•H i: ·n•ec .: T · • • I' s 

~art,i c uJ.L. r r eaction t o c on ti:mncrary stresses. In<' l udec 

i "' tr1e lat ter oust b e h~ s t• i:-olo'-', •_ s secular philo 0 cnhy , 

1..is SLC iolor~ end rd s nolitics . J.hi..s , t o be ~ure, ~s a 

kncwlE;rir-e of ever :~ucet c.f the ne sc:r.Rli t-.r of ;i s c orunu -

'J~'f!e aut. ·or · ..,. fcrtu...,nte ir.£' .1•1uc'-: as s snto.iect wA~ un1' s u -

i.lly &:-t-icula t P 1n tlie '.'.'reo.t rw :or · t~· of ·· "'s '"'r Lno11ncemen ts, 
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cut t i ere >'il l remain, ur:f r_..,.·tunotel·- , a c cnsicerEil!Jle E res 

t hat wi ll r·ot be treated ader uatel• w1 thin the c onfir.es 

of t i: i s dissPrti ti on . I n a \'1C'T'k suer. HS thi s , c.nP El C YnOW -

led~es sadly , in an a c l 1 -:-et ::. c tvl"e, ti1at r:d ivicu· ls do 

""Ot r i se m:t rJ f a vacuu:-1 tc.• e>.ert t heir.s e l ves -..ip 0n t heir 

f ell cws . l'l e'r vd s dom is l ittle t'lor e t r& n t t e co• Jo-

rr..erate of the post , ann t1 •e c uT1trfrut:1 en of t ~'e "'erronali t~ 

is mir.nte , !le n c onsicered a • alr· ~t t1,e vestness of t at of 

'::i 0f' ut.,., c s t i'n""lorte n ce . fn · t 1 s t'1 ~ s t hat stnnns e Man 

c .... 

1'11e tr-...ly ~r·ett man doPs i vt requirP that s n a '"le 

rd t i:e r E c a11 "' P 11L e t ter eid · r.~ tc a '"' ref@t r· r · c. r d t.lia.n 

P ~t~n ~ at7enste:1n 
c•ncirwat i , o·· 0 



TEE LIFE OF RAf PI J OS HUA PE ' LEV I 

The period follcwin~ the revolt of' ner C0chh e mirht 

well be termed " t h e period of res icna t i on, " for it was 

durinF these y ears t ha t t he Jews of Palesti ne a gain c a.111e 

to t he dire realiza.t l on that it had b een decree d for t hem 

t ha t t heir c c!lll'llunal life t e or ganized en the basis of a 

col onial e .>. istence . At t he c e r i r r.inr of the T~l rd Ce n tur·.r 

the f all of t he Sec cno Temple t o the Rcmans had el.,.,eedy 

a ssumed the aura cf the histor ical, h~1ng E0me one hunc,..ed 

e :r.d f) ft-.r vears removed fr am "rntemporary life . '!'he re.pol t 

a r-ainst l a dri a n e n o t r e mar~'Trccm of Akt l 2 were c- 1 o9PT' t•,, 

t.:be e ):peri e nce of t•1e pe t'!'l~, b\ t these . pre s sicns of a n 

exalted t Jpe of na.ti org l ism were ra:-iol :r ,:-rowin dim i n 

the 1e"'1r r v cf the ~onulE t i<'!" be:rieatn t 'be t"VPT'\-:rel.'11'11 Tl" 

.,.., o ve,.. c f RoMBl" dcminatiori . '!'he firs t .,.,ears of su~ser,. -tepce 

}"la r1 h "'en n1 f' f' 1 ci1l t ; thev we.,.,e ~,..auflit w" tr· urn,are lle l<'<' :ria

ti onal inot"rjtles , eroitral""" re""!' "' ~e ls, and the ltr1 ,.. s}'l eccnomi.c 

measure s t'het -lne":.tai , ,. a c c o..ir.re r'tT de !'eat L b attle end 

O"CVf'Bt icr . 

As thP 7"ee r s wore on , r 0•11ever, and the r oMer od 

miT' i strat i on cl a n,..ea, t'!°'e strin,..E>r•cv of he nclicv o.t t'l:e 

c cnqceror ~ave wav t o ~ racual a l leviat ion anc the 1nst1 tu

t : cn cf mere 11.hE>rel nclitical ""'T' Crc· 1 r-ce!Jlen ts. ThE. r e was 

a method in t h is Roman ma dness , to t e sure , f or Se·l.' t imus 

Sever us, a c onte s tant fer t he Imper ial position i n Rome, 

was enrage d in hi s Perthiari cam,aicn a n d s orelv nee de d ._ 
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the good-will of t he J ews of Palest i ne in order that he 

might not fear the opposition of their bret~ in Baby

lonia. tiis reward for t his sunport was a proclamation • 

a l lowing the Jews of Palestine to hold honorerv civic off1Ce8 

i~~<(Jar e s t hey did not eonf'lict with thei r religi ous 

obligations (c. 193/194). Some twenty years later, bv act 

of the emperor Caracalla (c. 212), "the J ews, alone with 

all free inl:i.ab i tan ts of t he l!.mpire, became full Roman ci ti

zens; the hardships, conslsting of a dditional burdens of 

ta.xa ticn, affected but t l·e wealthier classes and were out

we ighed by the advantage of being placed on a fo ct ing of 

political a.rd legal equa lit y ~~tb the non-Jews." (1) 

Notwithstanding t hi s obvious improvement i n political 

status, however, one finds that the conditions preva lent 

during this period were not favorable t o the development 

of learning. "Ta.xes were heavy, and the economic s i tuation 

of the "ews became worse :fror.i year t o vear. Under the 

c ircumstances, the number of schools was diminished, those 

of J udaea, were closed i n a short time, an~ the enti re 

i ntellectual activity cen tered in one ol a ce, in the Ac. ie~y 

at Tiberias, in Galilee, where the cour' of the Patriarch 

bad i t s seat, moving t hi t her from Ser phoris." (2 ) Sub

sequently , it grew necessary f or the Patriarchs to be~in 

to draw their revenue from t he lar~er J ewish community , as 

Palestine, under the yoke of Roman eccnom.ic demands, soon 

became impove~tabed. The price t'lat Palestine bad paid 
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for citizenship 1n the Raman Empire might be considered 

prohibitive in the light of the disabilities t hat foll owed 

in its wake. 

There was activi ty, nonetheless, and when one surveys 

the extent of the production of the period, one cap.not help 

but wonder what added greatness would have evidenced itself 

had the situation been such as to nurture and encourage 

academic pursuits. One of the number whose activi ties l eft 

their stamp upon t his particular era was R. J oshua b . Levi. 

Born 1n the wake of t his most eventful Second Century, (3) 

he was destined t o rise above "'s encumbering nature and 

bee ome a leaoe r of t hose who expounded upon the M5.shnah, 

who taut ht and preached, who devoted their l i ves to the 

improvement cf man 1 s rel.a tionships with his communi t ;- and 

with his God. 

There is some doubt in the minds of scholars as to 

t he s i gnificance of hi s name. Some consider him t o be the 

son of the Amore Levi b . Sis1, but t his is doubtful. (4) 

Of one t hin g we can b e quite certain, however, he was a 

member of t he tribe of Levi, for we find proof of t bi in 

hi s statement: " In all m~r life I have never made a bless

ing (over the Torah) before the Prie st, nor have I ever 

allowed an I sraelite to Jllb.ke a b lessinr before me.• (5) 

In his early life, t his particular scholar studied 

with the greatest teachers of his time. Among them were 

such scholars as bar i.~para, (6) with whose "IU sbnah" he 

was quite fami liar, (7) Judah b . Podi.iah, (8) wham be felt 



to be one of the rounders of balacba and to whom he gave 

the title: •Rabbi,• (9) R. Hiyya b. Abba, whose pietistic 

influence did much to color his t hinking, (10) and R. Phineas 

b . Jair, whose a ppreciation of t he occult was devoured by 

his student and became one of the foundations of hi s teach-

ings. ( 11) 

The company of sages in whicn he moved during t he 

course of his l i fetime is truly overwhelming, f or it includes 

the name s of t he moat prominent students of hala.El!! and 

agada of all t imes, the names of those who left a most indel

lible i mprint upon t he literature that mi rrors the untold 

intellectual growth and communal advancement of th i s most 

creative period in J ewish history. Among t hese are Hanina 

b . Hama, (12) one of the closest of R. J BL's colleagues, 

J 0Qs.m1an b . Napaha (13) and Resh Lakish, :(.14) who were • 
j oint heads of the Yeshiba in Tiberia.a, Samuel b . Na:pma.ni, 

(15) a disti neuished pupil of R. J onathan b . Ele.zar, (16) 

i:iiyya o. Abba. (17) anlold ne ignbor of R. JBL in Tiberias, 

and Elazar b . Peras. (18) 

The r oster of t hose who studied with him as his ~bpils 

and transmi tted his teaching s t o t he ge nerations t PAt were 

t o f ollow is equally i mpressive. It includes such names 

as Mar Ukba (R. Simi b . Ukba) whose onl~ responsibi lity 

was t o arrange t he agadot of his te aci1er, ( 19) R. Shimon 

b. Pazzai, often eonsidered to be the most import~nt of 

those who banded down t he teachings of R. JPL, (20) 

R. Tanl'tum b . Hanilai·, wl"o later v1as t o become famous 
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because of the great number of agadot ascribed to him, (21) 

R. Jehuda b. R. Shimon, (22) R. Alexander, (23) R. Ami (24) 

R. Shimon, the brother of R. Hiyys. b. Abba who is mentioned 

above, (25) R. Jacob b. Idi, (26) treasurer of tbe money 

b<>Jl for the poor, (27) R. Jose b. Abin, (28) and R. AQ.a. (29) 

R. JEL married the daughter of a nother illustrious 

scholar, R. J oseph b. Patros, (30) and it was in his honor 

that he named hi::ftJ oseph. • (31) A good husband and patient 

father, he, himself, tau6ht all his children end grand

children Torah, f or he a pplied t he statement: " He who 

teaches his son Torah, Scripture considers him as if he 

ha s received his wisdom direct from Horeb. As i t is 

stated in Dt. 4.9: 'You shall teach it t o your sons and 

y our grandsons •••• on tbe ~day tbat you stood before the 

Lord at Horeb ••. (33) His devotion to hi s children and 

the traditional principles of educatibn led him to t he 

point where it was an unbroken custom for him to hear the 

porti o~ of the week read each '1-ev ' habbat by hi s grandson. (34) 

R. JBL, who lived in t he South of Palestine, was not 

confi ned in his relationshi ps t o the sages of Galilee. 

He was also a man of great influence in t he court of the 

Patriarch, for his son, R. Joseph, bad married the daughter 

of J udah, the Prince. In t he face of this close associ-

ation, hov1ever, R. JBL was often i n conflict \vi t h the 

Patriarch, the mGst pointed area of difference being the 

problem of t he conferrin~ of se~cba, the degree of ordi

nation. According to t he law of t he land, this was only 



to be done with the permission of t he Patriarch, but, re

specting the wisdom of the sages more than t bat of the 

Patriarch in matters of halacha, R. JBL proceeded to be

stow it upon his pupils without consulting the proper 

authoriti es. (35) It is unlikely that t h is was e matter 

of too great importance to J udah, f or R. JBL' s influence 

grew both in tbe court and in the cormnnnity, end he was 

soon t o become t he unofficia l spokesman for Palesti nian 

J ewry, (36) Journey ing t o Rome (37) and Caesa rea{38) as 

t be personal envoy of the Patriarch. 

As t he head of t~ Academy at Lydda, he became part 

of a triumvira te of Amoraim \.i th J o\mnnan b . Napacl1a 

(c. 199-279 ) and Resh Lakish (c. 200-2'75) and devoted most 

of his time '&C. the elucidat ion of t ne nU shnG h . R. Jol;lannan 

and P. . JFL were c onsidered equals as authorities in halacha. (39) 

His study of t~e Mi shnab was so met i culous t ha t tts stvle 

is unmi stakably reflected in the brevity of his own 

hal a cbot. As economic condj t ions in Lydda grew progressively 

worse, it b ecame necessa~ for R. JBL to move bi s house 

to Tiberias, there t o live with his s on d•ring his decli

ning years. (40) It was in Tiberias that h is work came 

t o an end some time in t he last quarter of t he Third 

Century. ( 41} 
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THE EXS}EBIS OF RABBI JOSHUA EliN .LEVI 

During the third century there •ere two major outlets 

for tbe creation of the homilist: the synagogue and the 

bet ha-midrasb. In a study of the early homilies, it is mo et 

difficult to ascertain tbe surroundings of •Mlch th8!~ were a 

part, for there is nothing definite in their jror!ll that points 

to their particular function at the moment 1'hi~n they were 

delivered. It can be stated, however, that their purpose, in 

either instance, was singular: the homily c an well be described 

a e the most common and meet effective means ojr instruction, con

cerning itself mainly with the interpretation of Scriptural 

phrases or the explani-tion and adap t a tion of ]Legal statemente. 

11 The consi;ant parts of the synagogue selrvice were preyer, 

the reading of the lee eons f r om Seri pture, folL109P ed, if a 

competent person were oresent, by a homily.• (42) Vi' e c annot 

\':: accurately state 11:hen the homily first into the form in 

which we know it. It can be traced, however, t o the years 

immedia tely following the turn of the era , fo ~ Philo mention~ 

it in his descriptions of the pr ogr am of the Elellenistic 

syna.e-ogues, and Paul, in bis miesion&ry e~pedi.tione, took 

constant advantage of the discourse to introd\lice hie gospel 

to the Jews, proselytes and Gentiles •ho came to the synagofUe. 

It is quite evident that there was no professton&l group 

monopolizing the preaching, but we can readily assume that 

those whose lives had· been devoted to study we1re found to be in 

greater demand for instr uction than unschooled. men, and those 

who possessed the gift of interesting and ed.1f'ying discourse to 
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be more popular than those w~ o excelled only in their ability 

to define t he law •. 

The homily was the onl , part of the service that g ranted 

any freedom of expression; i 1;s style was freely altered to 

'!leet the changing needs of t~te tirnes. Nowhe re do ~e find any 

a ttempt to regulate either i1;s manner or its method , but there 

e. re several elements t hat a rE1 constant throughout all the dis

courseE of t he early period. 

1 There is e. great dE~al of quot a tion, not only from 

the Torah and the Prophets, but also from the Hagiograuha. 

2 The l anguage used jm t he syne.gogal homily •as usually 

the "mother tongue" - aramaic~, for it was necessa ry that it be 

understood even by the untut~~red. 

3 In the schools, ho11rever, since the address " as 

delivered to students and sc~lolere , the "language of the 

lea rned" - Hebrew, was proba'bly emuloyed. This was certa i nly 

true in the schools of Pa les1~ine , and proba bly the custom in 

!Dost of the schools in the d1laspora. . 

4 The earliest homil1les were little more than ingenious 

a lternate translations of ei~lgle words or uhrases. 

5 The l ater homilies br ought in the use of extraneous 

verses from the Hagiogr apha to introduce t he text fro'!l the 

Torah, their a rtistry stemming from the apparently distant 

relationship between the ver1;es and the imagina tion of the 

darshan in eeta ·oiishing an obvious and meaningful connection. 

a ca reful study of the preaching of this period has led 

one scholar to the conclusion that there were five genera l types 
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of homiletioal exegesis employed and seven ma jor classes of 

homilies resulting from these . (43) Since it i s the purpose 

of this study, in part, to demonstrate how R. JBL fitted into 

the pattern of the preachi ng of bis time , the writer will 

utilize these categories in classifying his work from the 

point of view of its form. 

The simplest type of text application is t h e transparent 

1!!1· In this the pr eacher emoloys that which is both clear 

and obvious and yet is capable of much wider interpretation. 

R. JB&'s interpretations of such texts fall i nto three general 

forms. In some instances he enla r ges upon the text by the 

use of a play on words. In thePe, be chooses a significant 

word in the text, and, •1th or without effecting a chan~e in 

t he form of the word, comparee it with another of ei~ilar 

sound but of different meani ng, thus casting ne~ ligh t on 

the original verse end applying it more directly to life's 

experiences. 

1 Wha t is written in Dt. 4.44? "This is the code 

a 

3 

which :loses put Rll before the Israeli tee.• 

A worthy one (Rashi: - "one who studies in it 
for its own sake to establish it•) will make of 
it a medicin~· •n co of life. If he does not 
apply it properly it will become a deadly poison 
DID DO for him." (44) 

Pe. 50.23 : "And to him who heeds DIP 
I will show God's deliverance.• 

the way, 

He who calculates grz his way (weighs the 
consequences of his doings) will be allowed 
to see the salva tion of God (in the hereafter). 
( 45 ) (It i e interesting to note tbe t the Syriac 
end the Greek Texts ~ake the same emendetion) 

Pe. 50.23: •He who offers thenkegiving 
honors Ue. " 

jJJJ n 
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He who offers up bis evil inclination and makes 
public confession in1 no regarding 1 t, Scripture 
regards him ae if he ha s honored God in both 
worlds, this one and the world t o come. (46) 

4 Jer. 3.10: "How would I rank in·~~ you among 
the sons? 11 

5 

I used to teach i n defense 
brought it upon yourselves 
For t he term "I would rank 
the s~ of condemnation, 
"If only a f ine is imposed 

of you, but you have 
t o condemn yourselves. 
you" is only used in 
as is sta ted in Ex. 21.30: 
n~1· upon hi!n." (47) 

Prov. 8.21: 
" 

11 Endowing my friends with wealth , . 
In the future, God wilf decla re 310 rt• worlds 
to be t he possession of every man who ts righteous . 
(48) 

Another application of the transparent text is observed 

in this preacher's use of extraneous verses involving well-

known historical experiences or examples from everydey life 

that lend them~elves to a practic~l exeMplific~ tion of its 

meaning . 

l Ps. 27. 2: "When evil doers pressed in upon me to 
eat up my flesh, my adversariee and my foes f ell." 

"When evil doers pressed in upon me" refers to 
the Amal akites as it i s stated in I. Sa.m. 30.1: 
"And t he Amal akitee had made a r a i d upon t he 
N egeb and upon Ziklag . " 

"To ea t up my fle eh 11 is explained in I . Sam. 
30.5: "And David' s two wives wer e t aken captive." 

"My adversaries and my foes fe11• is explained 
in I . Sam. 30 .17: "and David B!note them from the 
twilight until the evening of the next day.• (49) 

2 Gen. 40. 10 : "And on the vine there were three 
branohes; a s soon ae it budded, its blossoms shot 
up, its clusters ripened into gr ape s ." 

11 The vine," this i s the Torah; 

"Three branches," these refer to the well, the 
pille r of cloud and t he Manna; 
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"Aa soon es it budded its blossoms shot up," 
these are the first fruits; 

"Its clusters ripened into grapes," these are 
the vessels of the Temple." (50 ) 

The t hird form of interpretation of t~e transparent text 

i e tha t in •hich it acts a s a baeis for ~ome part of t~e cultur

al pattern of the d£y or a pha se of the legal pattern of the 

community . 

1 Pe. 128.6 : "And mcy you look u9on your children's 
children. Peace be unt o I s r ael.• 

It i s a s i gn tha t peace is upon Israel when your 
children have children, fo r it means tha t the 
women beve not had to resort to the ins titutions 
of halitza and fiGbum (due to the fact that they 
bed lost their sbands in wa r) . (51) 

2 Dt. 7 . 11: "So be careful t o observe the charge, 
the statutes and ordinances that I am enjoining 
on you today. " 

Today you are to do them, and tomorrow you will 
receive their reward. (52 ) 

3 Is. 6 .3: "The whole ea rth is full of Ri s glory .• 

No man is allowed t o walk more than four Amabs 
with a pr oud carriage. (53) 

4 II Sam. 1.11: "And :Cavid EQ'azed hie gar ments and 
tore t hem. " 

One can eQAze nothing smaller than a handkerahiet; 
•and tore them" proves for UP that it is necessary 
t o make a complete di vision . ( 54) 

5 Ex. 34. 24 : 11 No one shall covet your l and ll'hen you 
go up to visit your God three ti~es a year.• 

He who possesses no pr operty is relieved of the 
re sponsi bili ty of an~earing in the Temple. ( ~5 ) 

The use of an obscure text grows out of eo~e linguistic, 

logical, theological or ethical difficulty Within tbe verse. 
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~ing on the nrinclple that the Torah was divinely revea~1 

15. 

..,.,,. there could be no errors, duplica tions or omissions in 

the text. t. hen, in the course of instruction, or perhaps 

during the expl~nation of the weekly portion in the synagogue, 

the prea cher would co1ne upon so?Detbing that was apparently 

amiss , he would ~ze the opportunity to smooth over the 

diffi culty and , at the same time, point up some moral or lega l 

issue. 

1 Man must never utter a reprehensible word, for, 
behold, Scripture oircu~locutes eight letters 
in order not to give voice to an indelicate ex
pression, ae is seen in Gen. 7.2 : "of the ca ttle 
that a re clean and of those that a re not clean." 
(Rashi: the text does not state "unclean.) ( 56 ) 

2 Dt. 7.10: •and reouitee anyone who ha tes him 
im nediately•J!ll~)-· 

But for t he fact that this is written in Scripture 
it would be im90ssible to Pay it. For it would 
be the eQui valent of a !'!U~n •ho was cflrrying a 
burden upon hi~self 1•1e '•H.nd wished ~o cast it 
off1•1s ~~- This is t o let us know that He rnuet 
reQuite him who ha~ee Him, but He will not requite 
those who a re just in all ree!)ecte. (57) 

3 Ix. 17.14 states: "I will certa inly blot out the 
me~ory of ~malek" and Dt . 2~ .19 states: "You 
will blot out the memory of A!Dalek." 

4 

How can we reconcile these two oaeeages? Sinee the 
amalekites (Rome) have not a ttac~ed the throne 

~D~ which is the equivalent of Jerusalem, as 
we read in J er. 3.17: 

•At that time Jerusalem •ill be called the throne 
of God , 11 you will destroy them, but, if thef ever 
attack Jerusalem, I will destroy them. (58) 

Is . 60 .22: "I, the Lord, will hasten it in its 
proper time." 

Thie means that though mankind did not merit re
demption a t th~t particular t i me , it merited that 
it be hastened. (59 ) 
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5 II sam. 24.9: "And Israel consisted of 800 ,000 
ablebodied men who drew eworde, and t he men of 
Judah were 470 ,000. 1 

I.Cbron. 21.5: "All Is rael were 1,000,000 men 
who drew swords, and Judah were 470 ,000 men who 
drew swords.• 

Do not t he accounts appear i noonsi etent? No. 
tniat they f a iled t o mention (in the accoun t in 
I. Sa~ . 24.9) i s the nu~ber of men who died a t 
that time . (60 ) 

6 I. Chron. 2.6 : •And t~e sons of Zerack were 
Zi ~ri, eto .• 

Zimri ie t he name given here to Achan. V.hy is 
~chan referred to as Zi mri? 9eoauee he acted in 
t he manner of Z i~ri. (61) 

7 ~by ie •tbe t i~ was good' not written in 
connection with the second day of Creation? 
This may be compared to a king who had a very stern 
legion, and said: "Since t he l egion is so stern, 
let it not bear my name.• 

Thus the Roly One, bleaeed be He , sai d : " Since the 
generation of l:noc~, the generation of t he Flood 
and t he gene ration of t he seoar ation of the r ace s 
(Gen. 11.1-9) ~ere punished t hrough them (the 
waters ), let ' fo r it was ~ood ' not be wri tten in 
connection therewi~h . 1 ( 62) 

One of t he ~o at olea sing t ype s of ho~il eticPl exegesi s 

i s that which ste~s from the allegorical !!!!· In thi s form 

of t he ser'!!On the i magina t i on of t~e ureacher ulays a greAt 

part, and , i f a rtfully empl oyed, re EUltP in th~t which the 

congregation ~ould hP-ve enjoyed doing for itself bad it the 

abili ty. I t , more than any other form, expl ains t he basic 

text in cryst al clea r t erms , but t he pitfalls inherent in it 

~re likewise in t he extreme , f or t he preacher !!lllst constantly 

guard against • stretchi ng hie analogy" and thus overworking 

the i~aginations of t hose who would listen and learn fro m him. 

That R. JBL aptly avoided t his i s conclusively de~onstrated in 
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the following exa~ples: 

l Cant. 6.11: "I went do•n into tbe garden of nuts." 

Israel are compared to e nut tree. Just as when 
a nut tree is pruned it is f or its oll!Jl good , since 
it renews its branches like hair that grows more 
ouickly for being shorn, and like nails thnt grow 
more Quickly for being pared, so whenever Israel 
a re shorn of the fruits of their l abor to give to 
those that l abor in Torah, they a re shorn for their 
own good, and i t is soon repl aced, and their wealth 
is increased i n t his world and their reward in the 
world to come. (63) 

2 Jer. 11.16 : "?he Lord c3lled you a g reen olive 
tree.• 

\ hy is Israel compared to a green olive tree? 
In order to tell you that just as a green olive 
tree bas no eagles sitting on it, either on hot 
days or on rainy days, so it i s t hat Israel will 
never countenance idleness, neither in this world 
nor in the world t o come. (64) 

3 Cant. 1.13: •A bundle of myrrh is my beloved unto 
me. It ~hall lie between my breasts.• 

The congregation of Israel said to God: •o !.meter 
of the World, •hen Thou ~ ietreeseth me roid na inest 
me, even then art Thou 'rt'f beloved .• (65 ) 

4 lea . 47.2: "Take mill stones and grind meal." 

Everyone grinds wheat, and you say "take T!lillstones 
and grind meal." (Surely meal doeP not nee1 grinding) 
»hat is meant ie that Jerueale~ spoke thus to the 
dau~hter of Babylon: •Had they not fou~bt sg~inPt 
me fro~ heaven, couldet thou bave prevailed against 
me? Had He not sent a fire in my boneP, couldet thou 
have nrevailed against me ? In truth , thou didst grind 
~eal already ground, thou di dst slay a dead lion, 
thou di ds t burn a house already burnt.• (66 ) 

A great degree of Biblica l erudition is dieulayed in the 

use of the relat ive text a e a type of bomiletical. exeges is. 

The homiletical si£nificance of the original text appears in 

full force only when it is view~d in rela tion to another verse 
' found elsewher e in Scripture. Thie, of course, de?Dande a 
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co~nlete co~and of the text and ie easily rendered meanin~

leee by a f aulty application of t he supplementary verse. 

1 Fepentanoe effects com9lete a tonement, but 
prayer only effec ts half atonement. Whence do 
we kno• thi sT 

Jer. 22.30: "It was decreed that Jechonia should 
die childless, but he repented and had children.• 
(6 7) 

Dt. 9.20: "The Lord was very 
and threatened to destro~ him 
R. Joshu~ b. Siknin says t hat 
"extinction of offspring 

an gry with he ran 
1"0E7i1.,." 

1•orn>(68) means 

"When Mo ses prayed on Aaron's beha lf, half the 
decree was ennulled, two eons died (69 ) and two 
remained." (70) 

2 He who sa i d "1Lnd the nu~ber of I e r a el sh~ ll be 11 

(Hos. 2 .1) f:"Oee on to ~ay "which cannot be 
~eaeured or numbered" (Hos. 2. 11 ). This h~s 
referenc e to the evil ones only, e. g . "And the 
eon of an I er Pelite woman went out Rnd bla sphemed 
the na~e " ( Lev. 24. lOf), "And Achan , son of Carmi, 
weR t a ken " (Josh . 7.18). 

"Now t he n?me of the mPn of I~rael tha t was sla in 
1'as Zi!lll"i, son of ~lu" (Nu?!l . 2E.14) . 

It i s such ae these ~ioked i n Isra el t~at can be 
numbered . To t he righteou~ •'nnli eE1 the text: 

n~ ~bich cPnnot be '!lee eured ~numbel'ed. " (71) 

3 II Yi ng s 19.35 : "The a ngel o~ t~e Lord went forth 
and smote in t he C• mp of the /.t:1eyriens . • Ho1f mPny 
sur~ived ou t of t he P. r my of Sen~charrib? Five ~en, 
es is stated in I ~ . 17. 5 : "two (and) three berr\es 
in the t oo of the unper~ost bougb.• (72 ) 

The ~ost el ?borate type of exegesis ie to be foun d in 

t he uae of tbe oictor i al text . The t hough t her ~ revolvee 

a round ~ome particularly gr aphic word or phraee which it is 

the a i m of the preacher to transla te in vivid colors end 

lt'i tb i rnpreeei ve effect . ·,·,hen F. . J BL employ e t> pictorial 
0 

text on e notices clea r evidence o~ reetrRint t hat ad ds i m-
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measurably to t he inherent cha r m of the homily. Here, t oo , 

i t would be quite s i mple for the preacher to allow his 

i mag ininge to run r ampAnt and lose bitnRelf in a "na ze of 

figures und elebor ate descri ptions, but such is r a r ely the 

case with so m~ture an a rti st. 

1 Fs. 19 .11: "The droppi ngs of the honey-comb." 
D'l>I~ 

~hat does this mean? This i s t he honey tha t 
c omes f r-o!ll the comb, fro ::n the inner portion of 
the c ells n•1>•1n JD. It is as clea r as the 
call of t he watohmenc•1>11n from the hi gh 
mount c ins. (73) 

2 Ps . 65.14: "The pastures are clothed with flocks." 

\,hen r a in falls the c a ttle long to rut. 
t he proof? 0 The r C1me R".,:> clothe t he 
The males go up to the ewes, "pastures" 
more r efined exoression. (74) 

1.'. hat is 
flocks. 11 

being a 

3 cant . 5.13: "Hi s cheek s are like a bed of spices . 11 

Each word t hat c~e forth out of t he mouth of God 
filled the wor ld aR euicee would. But, when the 
firet word bRd filled the world as would snice s , 
whRt baopened to the second word? God brought 
forth a wind fro~ His storehou$e, and it brought 
the first word over f 1 rF t, a ~ it ~tf! tee: 11H1 s 
lips a re hyacinths , droppin~ flowing myrrh." Do 
not read "hyacinths" g•1rzu1 , but r a ther "were 
different" C"llrll7. E1:1 ch word tha t 1'ent forth 
f rom the mouth of God carried ~1th it t he Poul of 
I s r ael, as is said in Cant. 5.6: ''lfy soul went 
forth with eech word." But a fter t heir soul went 
forth with the first word, ho" did they receive the 
second word? God sent dew to the earth tha t the 
dead mi ght be revived with it, and it revived them, 
a~ ie sa i d in Ps . 68.13: "A co piou ~ r a in did Thou 
pour down, O God ; Thine exhausted and ~orn-out 
l and di dst Thou ree stablish. " (75) 

4 The boils tha t the Holy One, Blessed be He, brought 
upon t he .Egypt i a ns were moist on t he outside and dry 
on the i ns ide, a s is stated in Ex. 9.10: "~nd it 
produced sores tha t break into postules. 11 (Ra shi: 
in its breaking out, ~hen it comes outside it bubbles, · 
and this bubbling is wet, leaving the inside dry.) 
(76) 
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So much for the varying methods us ed by R. ,JBL in hie 

trea t ment of Biblical t ext s . The variety of exa~ples tbRt 
fU~t.tfto 

bas been 4emeRetrete8 bear e teFtimony t o t he f act t hat hie 

a r t istry WP B of suff icient sta ture to enable hi~ to handle 

t he most diff icult anrt t he most remote of Biblica l sta tements 

in hi s bo~ilies. At no ti ~e di d be succumb t o t he wile s of P 

l esser man by stretchi ng his ana l ogi es or exh~usting bi s alle

gories. Each bo:nily is clea r and concise; ea ch t ext is ful l y 

ut i l ized, and all of t bi e is accoopliehed w~ t h a 1certa in 

na t u r a l ness e.nd cha.rm t hat belie t he pains and s truggling for 

pr ecieion t ha t ~ent into their •riting. 

From t he afore?nent ioned five types of bomil1etical exegesis 

have emerged some seven or more major categories 1of homilies 

tha t were nor!'!2ally preached during t lle oeriod con t e•noor ary to -
the t i me of F. JBL. The oreacher 'lli~h t have emol\oyed any one 

of t he types of exegesis noted above in the fo r mat i on of hie 

homily, but hi e decision as t o boY.' be was to util :l ze thi e par

t i cular approach determi ned t~e over Rll na t ure of t~e homily. 

I n hi s de s ire t o trans~it a pa rticular ~es se.ge to hiA li ~tenere, 

i t WR S f i rs t i ncumbent upon him to decide whet her be cbo~e to do 

eo t hrougb t he means of an exampl e , an 1UlRlogy , a proverb , a parable. 

an allegory, a f able or a legend. Our preacher d es not make 

use of all of them; a e an arti s t i n hi s field , he had certa in 

predispos i t i ons t o•ard specific homile tical forms 11 f avoring , 

for t he most part, the proverb. In t hi s study of his technique, 

ho•ever, t he •riter will strive t o demonstrate in~tancee in 

which he ha s utilized each of t he for ms , and , in doing so, 

•ill a ttempt t o present a more •ell-rounded apprecii a tion <:f 
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bis homiletical ability. 

The simplest form of the homily is the exa."!lnle, for in 

it the preacher t akes a relatively simple verse fro~ the 

text and expands it by wey of parallelisms , ~nalogies end 

~ord-plays to t be point where it bears definite r eference 

to some historical experience within tbe life of his people. 

The function of the example is two-fold: it offers the 

preacher an opportunity to attribute meaning to a some~hat 

irrelevant text, irrelevant from the standpoint of the 

larger ho'!lily that will g row out of its use, and it also plays 

an i mport ant pa.rt in the general philosophy of Biblical litera-
~>t"'C" 

ture ~ mainta ins that there is a transcendent bond running 

t hrough the entire Bible tying all the events depicted therein 

i nto a dissoluble whole. ~hether or not a message is to be 

dra~n fro'!l this oarticule.r analogy or parallel is uni"!lpor t ent, 

for it ol ays but an expositionP..l. part in the generPl develop

ment of the homily. Its greatest significance lies in the 

fact t hat it renders t he t preacher an opportunity to teach, 

t hus increasing his peoole's understanding of ite literature. 

I f we suooose that R. JBL wee dealing ~1th the portion 
1' .. ~.( 

~a-Yetze, and ~it was bis uurpose to preach a t tbet nerticular 

time on the Exile, deriving his idea from t he first word of 

t he section, he would then attemot t o demonstrate ho• the 

entire verse, not only -:he first l1ord, had direct relevance 

to hie subject. 

Gen. 28ll-12: "And J acob went out from Beer-Sheba, 
and went toward Haran . He lighted upon the place 
and tarried there all night because the sun Yes 
set; he took one of the stones of the place and put 
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it unrl er bis bead , end he l ay down in that pl ace 
to sleep. He drea~ed ~nd beheld a l adder set up 
on the earth; the top of i t reached to beaven, 
and behold, th e an~el e of God •ere a scending and 
descending on it . " 

We will now see bow R. J BL referred thi a passage to t he Exile, 

and it • ill beco!'!le quit e apparent tha t t hi e l)ar t icular incident 

in J acob ' s life wa s symbolic t o him of t he exile of t he 

children of Israel. 

"And J acob went out from Beer Sheba": This is to 
be understood a s in the verse in Jer. 15 .1: "Cast 
them out of Uy eight and let t hem go f orth." 

"And went towa rd Ha r an • : Thie refers to· Lam. 1 . 13: 
"\' herewith t he Lord hath afflicted me in t he day of 
His fierce anger.• (77) 

"And he lighted upon t he pl ace" : Thie refers t o Isa . 
5. 8: "Till t here be no r oom.• (78) 

"~nd he t ar r ied t here all night becaus e t he eun was 
set": This refers to Jer. 15.9 : "She tha t ba th born 
seven l anguisheth ; her spirit droopeth; her sun is 
set.• 

"And he took one of t he stones of the nlace•: Thie 
refere t o La~. 4.1: •"nie hallowed etoneP ere pour ed 
out a t t he hea d of every street. • 

"And uut it und er hie hea d" : Thie refers to Jer . 13.18: 
"For your h ead tires are come down." (79) 

"And l ay down in tha t pl~ce to sleen": Thie referP to 
Jer. 3. a5: "Le t us lie do~n in our ~heme, and let our 
confusion cover us . " 

"He dree '!led and behel d a l adder " : Thi e refers to the 
image (80 ) of Nebuchadnezzar. 

"Set up on t he earth": This ref ers t o tan. 3.1: "He 
s et it up in the pl a.i n of Dura .• 

"And the t op of it reached t o heaven": This also refers 
to Dan. 3 . 1: "Whose height wae threescore cubits." 

"And behold , the angels of God•: Thie refers to 
Hennani ah, ~tehael and Azari ah. 

"\\ ere ascendi ng and de scendi ng on it " : Thie refers to 
the fact tha t t hey were exGlting him and debasing him, 
dancing , leaping and maligni ng him (Israel) aa 
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demonstrated in :an. 3.18: "Be it kno1'Il unto 
thee, 0 Y.ing , tha t we will not serve thy gods." (81) 

Another homily t hat can be cla ssed in the category of 

the examole is perhaps a bit simpler in its allus ions and more 

definite in its references. Using Pe. 27.2 ae h1P ~ext, the 

p reac her p roceeds to demonstrate its clear connections •1th 

the historical instance of :avid &nd his rel a tions with the 

Amal aki tes. 

Pe. 27.2 •when evil doers pressed in upon me to 
eat up my flesh, my RdversarieP and my f oes were 
mine." 

~. hen evil doers oressed in upon me" is exol a ined 
through I. Sa~. 30.1: "And the ~mAlekites had mp.de 
a r a id upon the Negeb und upon Ziklag ." 

"To ea t up my fle sh" alludes to I. Sa~. 30. 5 : "And 
rP.vid 's t~o wives were t aken captive." 

"My adversaries end my foes were mine" elludee to ! . 
Sam. 30.17: "And David e~ote them from the t~ilight 
until the evening of the next dey." (82) 

R. JBL obviously felt th? t ~ince the Psalm could be nt

t ributed directly to the author ship of ~~vid, the allusion • Rs 

c lear in~smuoh ae i t referred to his experience to the 

r.mal ak i tes. 

There ?. re many other such ex8.!llole-homilies tha t can be 

a tti'i buted to the :1uthorship of R. J BL ( 83 ) but the t wo 

inst ances noted above will suffice to demonstra te his technique 

in h~ndling this pa r t icular form. There ie P certa in mecb~nical 

es~ct to the examule-homi ly thr t deprives it of the g r ace of 

t he other for~s ; perh~p8 thi s i e t he rea son why R. JBL d i d not 

preach in t hi P fAshion ~ore often. It ~i~ht . alFo be eaid tha t 
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its validity as a homiletice l mechrniem ie subject to critici~m, 

for it is Quite apparent tha t t he sermon does not grow logically 

out of the texts, but , on the contrary, the texts are f erreted 

out of the l or ger body of the literature to f it the nurpoeee 

ordained for them. 

The analogy, on the other band, is a far more artistic 

means of exposition. In an effort to clarify the rela tion

ship oetween two dist~nt i deas , the preacher brings one 

remote nrinciple close to his aud ience by identifying it 

with another tha t is f bmiliar to all. A very short , but 

pointed, example of thi e form of sermonizing i s found in 

R. JBL'e state~ent on the basis for the in juncti on that a 

~an should be humble in all hie deali Jle'R with hi s fell ow-

mRn. He t akes the Ra bbinic nrinciple "No ~an is ~lloTed to 

walk four Amahs •itb a or oud carri age~d annl ies to it the 

Bibli,.n.l state'!lent in I SA 6 .3~ "For the ~hole eerth iE' full 

of F.is_glory." {84) The first pr i nciple is relatively 

d iot~ tori al in its n~ture and i s not readily accepted unles s 

ac comnanied by a ~ore fa~iliar notion t hat renders a basis 

for it. The quot?. ti on fro~ I sai ah accomplishes this task and 

g ives meaning to the s omewha t unrela ted original etate~ent. ~ 

~an should practice humility on earth oecauee he must be hu~ble 

before his Creator, and , s i nce t he earth i~ filled with images 

of the Cre~ tor, man should exercise care tha t be be not pompous 

at e.ny ti 'lle. Thi s can best be accomplished if the general rule 

is accepted that no man should a llow hi~self to walk the 

eborteat distance ~1th e uroud carri~ge. 
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One finds an equally clea r expression of this form in 

the following statement regarding the reward for the uerfor~-

ance of a mitzvah : 

~ hence do we know t ha t if one nerforms a mitzvah, it 
is as if he ha s received t he Shechina? From Ex. 23.17: 
"Tliree ti 'lles a year all your males must visi t the Lord, 
God." (85) 

This analogy is a bit more complicated for it involves a word 

play. The Hebrew for "must visit the Lord , God," •1th a 

slight change in the vocalization, can be tremslated as "he 

will see t he face of God." (86) However, with an understand

i ng of the "Ord-play, it is quite evident that the re?"a r d in

volved in the perfor~ance of a ~itzvah, a theoretical concept 

at bes t, is e pers onal contact ~1th God. The ~it~vah , of 

course, in thi s case iR the observance of the co~"llandment to 

make t hr ee nilg rimageP to the Temnle a t the time of the 

? ilgri~age Fe stivals - Pesach, Succot and Shebuoth. 

There is a halacbic principle ~entioned in t he Ta1mud 

involving a ttendance a t the ' ilg rime.ge Festivals. It~ functi on 

i s obvious inasmuch as it establi~hee an excuse for those who 

c~nnot affor d either the time or money involved to ~ake this 

tri p tha t was , for ~any, a definite hardship. Although it is 

undoubtedly fair in its intention, it is simple to see tha t it 

~igh t a rouse some criticism on the part of those •ho are forced 

to attend. R. JBL allays these criticisms and justifies the 

detached principle by applying a familiar Biblical phrase that 

he considers to be adequa te basis for its existence. 

He who possess es no property is relieved of the 
responsibility of appearing in the Temple. Whence 
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do we kno1' this? Ae it is stated in Ex. 34.24: "No 
one shall covet your land wben you go up to visit 
your God three times a year." (87) 

Since the verse in Exodus assumes tha t a man who makes a pil-

grimage possesses l and, the preacher makes t ~e log~cal de

duction that if a man has no land he is not required to make 

the journey. Thus, by aoplying the fa'lliliar, a verse from 

the sacred Literature kno'Wll to all, the preacher brings this 

re~ote injunction close to the experience of the people and 

renders it valid in an ex!)eriential sense as well ae a legal 

expreesion. The fu_~ction of the analogy i s t ~o-fold , t here

fore, in t hat it gives an authority for a state~ent a t the 

same time that it brings t he state~ent close to tbe lives of 

the peoule through the mediu'll of its f Pmilia,r literature. 

One of t he most common of our contemporary literary forms 

is the uroverb. Its value was appreciated in the lives of our 

early antecedents and was often used to deepen the i~pression 

of a statement. Its beauty lies in its terseness and in its 

all-encompass i ng na ture. AS an expression of en ethical, 

legal o r moral conclusion it has entered the thought patterns 

of every civilization and is scattered liberally throughout 

a ll litera tures. It was the most popular single medium in 

the days of our preacher, and his ser~ons are oermeated with 

Puch short cogent declara tions. Because of their frequency 

in the homilies of R.JBL, t he writer will quote e number of 

the~ in order to demonstrate tha various forms in which they 

enueared •. 
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1 Pe. 50.23: •And to him ~ho heeds the way, I will 
show God's deliverance.• 

He who calculates hi s way (wei ghs the consequences 
of hie doings) •ill be allOll'ed to see the saiva
tion of t he Lord (in the hereafter). (88) 

2 Pe. 50.23: 'Be who offers thanksgiving honors Me.• 

He who off ere up hie evil i nclincation and makes 
'!)Ublic confession regarding it, Scripture regards 
him es if be has honored God in both worldP, this 
one and t he one t o come. (89 ) 

3 Dt. 4. 44: 11 Thie is the code which Moeee put before 
the Israelites.• 

A worthy one (90) will make of it a medicine of 
life. If one does not auply it nroperly, it will 
become a deadly lX>ieon for him. (91) 

4 We !?IUst not rise for or ayer in any other but a 
humble uoeition. ~hence do we know this? From 
the verse in Pa. 29.2: 11Worship the Lord in the 
glory of the sanctua ry.• ~e must not read "in the 
glory of the sanctuary" but rather •in the fear of 
the sanctuary.• ( 92) 

5 A man who does not labor in the s tudy of Torah is 
rebuked, ae ie stated in Prov. 11.22: •It is ae a 
gold ring in the nose of a pi g or a beautiful woman 
lackin~ in taste.• (93) 

No man can really be free unless he studies Torah, 
a s is stated in Ex. 32.16: •And the writing was 
the writing of God graven upon the tablets.• One 
should not read •graven" but rather •free.• (94) 

~ny man who studies Torah constantly is exalted, 
ae it i s s t ated in Num. 21.19 : "From Nahaliel to 
Ba!Dotb." ( 95 ) 

The proverbs noted above all demonstrate the use of the 

play-on-worde to accomplish the desired internretation of the 

Biblical verse brought into olay in order to nrovide authority 

for the statement. There is another form of the proverb in 

the eer~ons of R. JB~ tha t doee not utilize tbiP medium. '!'he 

Biblica l verse is still mentioned to add weight to the declara-
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tion, but the mexim grows out of a normal interpretation of the 

text. 

1 Repentance effects complete atonement , but pr ayer 
only effects half atonement. Whence do we know 
this? From the verses in Jer. 22.30 and Dt. 9.20: 

Jer. 22.30: "It was decreed that Jeboniah should 
die childless, but be repented and had children." 
(96) 

Dt. 9.20: "The Lord wae very angry with Aaron and 
threatened to destroy him." (R. Joshua d 18iknin 
explained this reference by demonstrating that 
"to destroy" a ~~n i~plies t he extinction of hie 
offspring, ae is seen in Amoe 2.9.) ~hen Moses 
prayed on Aaron's behalf, half the decree • a s 
anulled; two sons died, and t~o eons remained alive, 
as is demonstrated in Lev. 10.2. (97) 

2 Everyone who is accustomed to give charity is worthy 
of having eorP•ho are wealthy men, men of wisdom and 
men skilled in agada, 

"Men of •iedom" is derived from tha t which is written 
in Prov . 21.21: "He who follows after justice will 
find life, prosperity and honor." Finding life is 
the equivalent of finding wisdom, becau se of that 
which Bashi says: "All who find Ue find life." 

"Men of wealth" i s derived from the feet tha t the 
verse also mentions prosperity. 

" Men skilled in agada" is derived from t he fact tha t 
the verse mentions honor, which Reshi explains by 
saying: "In their preaching e.nd drawing out of the 
the heart, all who honor them." ( q8) 

3 He who i~ born on the first dey of the week shall be 
a ~an without one thing in hi m, ~ithout one thing in 
hie favor (becaus e in the be~inning ell 1'8.P void and 
empty). He who i s born on the second day of the week 
will be querrel Aome, bec~use the •Ptere •er~ divided 
thereone. He who is born on the third dey of the 
week will be rich, because herbs were created there
on. He ~ho is born on the fourth day of the week 
will be wise and enli~btened, because the lights were 
eu soended the r eon, and the Torah is a light. He who 
is born on the fifth day of the week will be charit
able, because the fish and the birds Yere crea ted 
thereon, and they e re fed by God's loving-kindness . 
He who i s born on the sixth dey of the week will be 
zealous in the execution of his religious duties 
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(because God blessed all that He crea ted on the 
sixth day). He who is born on the Sabbath ~ill 
die on the Sabbath, because for his sake did they 
profane the Sabbath. (99) 

The facility and artistry of the preacher iF obvious 

when one t akes note of the precision of hie proverbs. Using 

a~ little verbiage a e is possible, he cautures a complicated 

thought and then renders it even !Dore effective by euplJlying 

authority for i t from the Scriptures. In doing this, the homilist 

demonstra tes hie own maturity ae well as the maturity of the 

form. 

One not ices a c ommon f actor running through all the pre

ceedi ng c a tegories of the homily. Although great ingenuity and 

i magination a re di spl eyed in t he selection and rela ting of texts, 

i n tbe creat i on of word-plays and in the format i on of t he terse 

pithy eay ing~ t ha t we have choee~call Proverbs , nowhere ~ 
i s t he i ndepend ent creative ability of t he homilist c alled 

into nl ay. There is no original composition involved; one 

f i ndsonly mas terful interpreta tions of texts in the l i gh t of 

other texts and an equally masterful demonstration of t lie 

su~eties of t he language. The uarable, however, demands of 

t he p reacher t hat he i nvent Bi tua tions, for we find in it a 

descri~tion of an i maginary, but not impossible, situation in 

the light of which a text assume~ new !'llefl.Iling end lu1:1tre. 

? . JBL we~ not particula rly 'Orediepoeed to this form of preacb

in@: . r; e have exa:nole s , to be Aure , but they go to 'no.ke up a 

distinct minority of t he greater hody of his collected works. 

'l1 hy he vied awa.y from t he par able is a '!!Yetery. It is e common 
----= ,,-
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Bi blical form, and t he r abbinic literature i s fraught with 

such literar y expressions. Per haps t he o&r Pble wa e too in

direc t in its method for eo poeitive a preacher . ?erhaps 

the f eet that he spoke mainly before audiences of scholars 

col ored his Ptyle and di scour aged the e~pansivenees of the 

pP r eble. R. JBL wa p an economic preacher, never al lowing a 

s i ngl e •ord to be waP ted in a ser~on. Thie tendency, on his 

pa rt, ~i~ht well be the reeeon for the paucity of parables in 

the evidences of hie techniques t hat have been preserved for 

our study. 

His use of the par able, nonetheless , wa e ~ost orthod ox, 

and when he sought to express hi~eelf t hrough this ~ediu~ he 

did s o with gree t alacrity. The following examples will 

de~onetrate thie f fct: 

1 ?thy ie "that it wa s good• not wri t ten in connection 
with the second day? Thie 1~ ei ~ilar to a king 
who had a very stern and forboding legi on and sai d : 
"Since t he le~i on is so stern, let it not bear !'fI'/ 

name.• Thus t he Holy One, Blessed be He, s aid: 
"Since t he generation of Enoch, the genera tion of 
the flood, and the generation of the separation of 
the races (Gen. 11.1-9) were punished through them 
(the wa ters that were created on the second day) 
let 'for it wa s good' not be written in connect ion 
therewith." (100) 

2 It is r eported t hat ~hen Sananiah, Mishael and 
"" zariab wen t up f rom the "ii de t of t he fiery furnace, /J 
they are no longer ~entioned. They chenged their l 
locali ty and 1fent to Joshu~ , t be ~on of Jebozadek, 
to study Torah. This is what i s ~e~nt by the verse 
in Zeeb. 3. 8 : "Hear no•, O Joshua , t ne High Priest, 
thou and t hy fellows that sit before tbee, for they 
a re a sign . " ( 101 ) 

3 t'lba t i s written in Cant. 5 .13? "HiP cheeke are like 
a bed of spi ce s .• Each ~ord t hat ce ~e forth fro~ the 
mouth of God filled the world as spices ~ould. 7ihen 
the first • ord bad filled the ~orld aa vould ~~icee, 
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wha t happened to the second word? God brought 
forth a wind from His storehouse and it brought 
t he first word over first, as it states: "His 
l ips are hyacinths, dropping flowing ~rrh." 
Do not read "hyacinths " but rather 11 were different." 
(102 ) . 

Each word t ha t went forth from the ~outh of God 
c arried with it tbe soul of Israel, as is s aid in 
cant. 5. 6 : "My soul 1'ent forth wi tb each 1Vord." 
But after their soul wen t fo rth with the first ~ord, 
how then di d t hey receive the s econd word? God 
sent dew to t he eRrth that the dea d mi ght be revived 
With it, and it revived them,as it ie s~id in Ps. 68.10 
"A copious r a in didst Thou pour down; Thine ~ ex
haus ted and worn-out l and di dst Thou reestAblish~ . " 
(1n3) 

4 There i s a par : ble regar dinf a king who gave a feast. 
He i nvited gueet s and sea ted them a t the doorway of 
hie palace. They eR• tha t doge were coming out of 
the door with ~heaPante in the ~outhe, the u pPer na rtF 
of onions, the head~ of heiferP, nnd they co~mented : 
"If such is the food f or t he dogs, how !llllch better 111111 
our f ood be!" The nati ons of the world can be cornpared 
to these dofe, as is stated in Isa. 56 .11: "Tbe doge 
a re greedy . and they shall dwell in peace in tbie 
world. If such is so, will not Israel, who i s not 
greedy, dwell in pea.r.e in the world to come? This 
i s stated in Pa. 4.8: "Thou ha.Ft pu t joy in my 
heart, more than in t he ti~e that their gr a in and 
wine increase." (104) 

5 There was a king ~ho had two daughters , an elder and 
a younger, who~n he negl ected t o "narry . He left them 
for many years and went ebroad. The daughterP, there
upon, took the l aw i n to their oY.n hend8 and found hus
bands, each one taking from her husband hi s signature 
(on t he ma rriage document) and h i s ee~l. vrben the king 
returned home he hea r d t ales t hat his daughters bed 
!ll i sconduc ted the~1selves , so he i s sued a proclamation 
that all the people should aese~ble in t he st adium, 
and he, himself, would come and conduct court there. 
Ee said t o hi e ciaughterfl: "Have you really acted thu~ 
and ~isconducted yourselves?" Forthwith , eech one 
uroduced t he signature and seal of her husband. He 
summoned hi s eon-in-law and eaked hi~ who~ be had 
:narried. He re'Olied: "I am your fir st son-in-le.w, the 
husb<.md of your elder daughter." "What i s thie1" he 
said to him. "This," t he eon-in-law replied, "i s lrl'f 
seal, and this is~ ring." The kinr- di d ei~ilarly 
with the second and thereunon said: "My daughters have 
guarded themselves aga i nst i 'llmore.lity; do you mR.lign 
and abuse t he:'D? I swear that I will punish you." 8o 
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d o the heathen n< tions taunt Ierael, saying that 
they a r e children of the Efzypti ans. "If the 
E~yntiane could rule over their souls ," t hey sRy, 
"could t hey not r• l eo rul e over t he ir 1Vi ve e? 11 

Thereupon the Holy One , Blessed be He , tePtified 
agei nst them s aying (C~nt. 4.12) "A g~rden shut up 
is My sister, Uy bri de." 71 hat i s 'fteant by a "garden 
shut up? " This means a sea led fountain - a virgi n . 
(1C5 ) 

So i t • &s that R. J BL would preach in a parable . Slavish

ly ~e adhered to the limitations of h ie text and hi e figure. 

Using t he l as t ner eble as Pn example of his integrity of form, 

one mi ght inter pret it in the following manner. The king i s 

God ; the two daughters - Israel and Juda h; t he t~o hu sbands -

thei r re~nective kings ; t he seal ~nd t he signa ture of their 

~e rriage contract - the Torah and t he Tabernrcle; the t ?le

bearerF - t he be ? then n a tionA who hav e Pought to ~in IsrF- el 

a nd J ud ah over to the ~orebip of idolP and h~ve f a iled , •ho , 

aF ?. con se quence , ~eek t o i nt i mi da t e the~ in the eye P of t heir 

God ; t~e uuni shment - their dieaupe nrAnce in history. Although 

itP formRt i e aE delic~ te and intr i ca te as fine l ace, there is 

no stre ~P or stra in; every alluFion iP clear. ~e a nart of 

Rc ade~ic nr oc edure, ~owever, the par~ble 1~ cumber~o~e, de~~nd-

i~~ ?nUch of the preacher and givi ng little but t he beauty of a 

f ertile i~a~inati on in r e t urn. The v ery l a Pt section would 

have been suff ic ient to e~pl e in the verse in ~anticlee ~oRt 

t hor ou ghly. ~ erhane thie i s why we do not f ind the 'J)0 r able in 

grea ter f requency i n the ~ri tinge of R. J BL. 

bS the par able i s an extended ei milie, PO is t he allegory 

Pn extende d ~etaphor. ":hen a nr eacher utilize~ t he RllegoricPl 
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form, he seeks, by means of a person or object of eenee, to 

rende r concreteness or dra~t t ic i n tenE ity to an abstract truth . 

The allegory, poReeseing t he sa~e intri nsic beauty of f orm a s 

does t be pa rable, poses the same problems t o t he preacher wbo 

is delivering ~ eer~on t o a well-educated aud ience . It, too, 

i s burdening ; i t , t oo, involves a complicated s tructure, a 

c ircu~venti on of t he salient point, sac ri fic ing definiteness 

~nd terseness t o gr ac e end beauty of exoreesion. R. J 9L bad 

no ~rea ter oredisoos i t i on f or t he ~ llegory th~n he di d for the 

pr~bl e a no u s ed the fo r m rarely. The exp~plee t ha t a re extent, 

howev~r, d e~onstrRt e t he sa~e f ini shed l i tera ry technique , t he 

sa~e di scioline ~ nd the s0!1e exac t ness of referenc e. Several 

exa~pl es will suf~i ce to show P . J BL's fl a re f or allep.ory , but 

the f Rc t t hRt cuch expresqi ons are so few in nu~ber ere P conRtant 

remi nder t o us t h? t thi s va rt icul ~r for~ wa s not consi dered a~ 

be i nP nar ticul arly de Airable by our ore~ cher. 

1 Cc.n t. 6 .11: "I wen t down i nto the garden of nuts . .. 

I s r ael i s c ompared to a nut tree. Jus t a s when e 
nut tree is pruned i t i s fo r it s o~n good since 
i t renewe i te branches like hCs.ir that ~ro•s ~ore 
quickl y f or be i ng sho rn and l i~e n: ile-~h8 t f row 
~ore quickly f or oe i ng pa.red, so - \\henever the 
I sr r~el ite s are shorn of t he fruits of t heir l abor 
in t he Tor~h , they a re shorn for their omi g0od, 
Hnd i t i s soon r eol aced, Cs.nd t heir wealth is in
creased i n t hi s worl d and t heir re~o rd in the 
world t o co~e. ( 106 ) 

2 J er . 11. 6 : "The Lord called you a green olive tree." 

'7Jly i s Israel her e comu~red to n g reen olive tree? 
I n order to tel l you t ha t ju~t a e an olive tree ha s 
no eegl es sittin~ on it either on hot deys or on 
r a.iny a -.ys, Po i t i e: thflt I s rael will never counten
~nce i dlene ss , nei the r i n thi A ~orld , nor in th e world 
to co111e . f 107) 
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The fable C?n be described a e ~ modified ?llegory, 

restricted in its cboioe of ch~ racters, ho~ever , to ani~o ls . 

~ ca r eful survey of a ll of the ser~ons of B. J3L bas f a iled 

to pr oduce e einf le instanc e of f'Uch a ho:niletic~ l style . \~ e 

h? ve no i dea ~s to the reasons for F . J BL' s r efusal to uee thi s 

f<H'!l . It we. ~ certa inly p reval ent in hi s t i •11 e and wa s a ?llOAt 

co.:'l -:on urea.chine- techni que a111ong h i e con te!llnor aries. It must 

~u ffice, ~ t this point, t o sta te thtt t there is not a Ai ngle 

i nst ?nce of t he fable-fo r~ in the s er"'lone of our ureache r. 

The legend , t he Ti nal example i n t he cAtegor iee of the 

h o~ily, is another of t~ e r krely uti l i zed for~s of ser~onic ex

pre~ si on t o be found i n the writ ing~ of B.JBL. Being quite 

exoftDsive i n nature, it c an be included in the ve ry genere l 

c lassifi c a tion of elabor ate ho:nilies alon? with t he narrble 

Pnc t~e ~llegory . ~ince none of these a re fou~d in any anpreciable 

nu~ber A~ong t he ser~ons of our preacher , nerhAn~ it i s now 

f.'afe to asmrne that he purposefully f\ Voi ded these co!!!plica. t ed 

for~s . Nor~ally, the legend can be divided into two classes: 

1) thos e t hat spr ing f r on the text and are vitally rele te d to it, 

und 2) t hose that do not co•ae fro~ t he text , but effected by 

the oreacber , - t hey become linked with the text ~nd clearly a re 

illustr~t ive of h i s t hought . (At ~ l a t er ooint in this dis

sertat i on the "'ri t er \'ill have an opportuni ty to e:xami ne this 

Recond group of legends , fo r ther~ nre m~ ny tbAt have been ~ritten 

about ~ . J BL by other s .) At th i s t~ 1'le , however , we muRt content 

ourselves ~ith t he on e exa~ple of t he legend t hat ie found in 
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t~e collected sermons of our sub ject . It stPnde alone but 

is still of interes t to u s a s an exnression of R. J 3L' s 

ho~i le t ical tech:ii que. It is l ong and i rnagi n r:i.t ive ; i t d r b.ll'S 

on tbe Bi ble f o r text s to subst antia te Fna clarify t he i ssues 

i nvo l ved ; it s i s built ~ round a h i s tor ical char acter i n t h e 

li fe of t he Jewi sh people ; i t uti l i ze s word- pl ays , ver se com-

pe r i sons and escha t ological rnPtPri al , end , finally, it involve s 

P. ~rincinle t hat bes al wayR been an i mno rtan t ~art of the li f e 

of t~e oeopl e , P..nd i t seeks t o subst ant i &te thi ~ nr i nc i ole 

throu~h hi s torical reference s • 

.• h en I i:irfl el s tood before ta. Sin~ i, s i ne e t hey had 
ne rticinated i n t~e ~c t (of ~~kine t he vol den c ~l f) , 
J~ose~ left no niec e of r round on the 'ount~in unon 
wb i cb he di d no t uros tr~ t e hi ,self Pnd beg ' ercy fo r 
I s r ael , but ~e wa e no• an flwered , ~no five de s-
t roy in~ ngels r-t~a c~ed the ~selves to h i~, vi z . 
"~rflth ," "deAtructi on," "enihil r. t ion," 11 ~nger" anj 
"bot di suleRsu re." ~ses was at once Afr Ai d of the~ , 
so whPt did he do? He hPd recour se t o t~e de ede of 
the Patri urchA , filld ~e i~~ed i ~tely r ecRlled the~ and 
e~id : 11Reme mbe r Abr ah 11.>n , I eai: c f.nd J P.cob , Thy ser
va nt s " (Ex . 37.13). God , t hen , Rooke to hi m ~nd BPi d : 
0 ~o i::es , l"hat c l ai -n hsve the P~ tri o. rc hi:i of ol d unon !~ e? 
I ~ I co~e to exa,ine the~ , I have grievance ~ a€n 1nst 
the "':l : ag- i n s t ~lbra~ i:n!l for sayi ng ' "hereby shRll I know 
t hat I shall inheri t it?' ( Gen. 15. 8) ; ag~in~t Isa?c, 
aA it i s ~ tated : ' Now I saac l oved Eeau, ~hereas I ha ted 
hi m. ' ( Gen . 25 . 38 ) Thi s i s subRtantiPted in Mal, 1.3: 
' Bu t Esau I hnt ed. 1 .t. n:S- in s t J acob fo r saying : •:.;y .:ay 
is hi d from t he Lord' ( I sa, 40 . 27)." 1ihe n , however, .!oeee 
sa i d : "To whom Thou d i ds t swear by Thine Ownself," 
(~x . 32 .1 3) t be Holy One , Bl es sed be He, was filled with 
compas s i on fo r them, PS i t i s s t a ted: "The Lord repented 
of t~e evil which He sa i d He would do un t o Hi s oeonle" 
(Ex . 3.14) . Forthwith , t hree of t he destroying. a ngels 
departe d f rom him, and t~o were l eft, viz. • a nger" a nd "hot 
disulea f'ure , " as i t is written : "For I was in dread of 
an~er and hot d i spl e~sure" (Dt. 9 .19 ). Mo eeei then said 
to God : "Lo r d of the Uni verse , c an I stand before t?io 
of t he!n? Do Thou t ackle one , and I t he o~ber." Tha t 
is written in Ps. 7.7: "Ari se, 0 Lord , agP inst Thine 
anger." '.:hence i s 1 t known that Moses stood P.gains t 
one? Be stood againRt t he angel "hot dil=lpleasure," a s 
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it ie sta ted in Pe. 106.23: "Therefore He sa id 
t ha t He would destroy t hem, but not Hoses , Hie 
chosen one , s t ood before Hi~ in t he breach to 
turn back Hi e hot di i:: oleasure l e~t it should 
dee troy t hem." Concerning t ha t t i me , Ecc. 4. 2 
decla re s : "Wheref ore I pr a i sed t he dead t ha t 
a re already dead ~ore t han t he l i ving t hat a re 
ye t Bliv e. 11 (The ~erit of t he dead Pat r i a r chs 
was P.ble t o secur e mer cy f or I s r ael , 1\'hereas 
,.foee s had been unsucces sful.) (110 8 ) 

Thu s ~e €ee , t h r oupb a ca reful con~idera ti on of the va r i ous 

hoini l etic al techniqu es of R. J BL, thr-it he ~i ght l'i'ell be nl aced 

l!!long- t he or eache r s par excellence. Wi th a Ri ngl e i n s i f!'!l i f icen t 

excer,ti on , he m~de use of bl l the homile t i ca l f or ms ext an t at 

hi s time . Nowher e has he f allen short of our expec t a t i ons r e

ga rd i ng h i s exceptiona l ability . It i s 11 ttle ll'Onder tha t he 

i s one of t he most f r equentl y quoted sc holar s i n r a bb i n ic 

l i ter a t u r e . Hi s s t yle wns i mpeccabl e , hi s arti s tic i n t egrity 

beyond any doubt. 

I f we , however, ~ere t o cons i der hi m only f r om t he ooi nt 
& 

o~ \ri ew of hi s ;ytbetic ac hieve"!lent , .,..e ~ould be doing t be !DBn 

n r r ave in justi ce . No pe r sonali ty coul d hBve achieved ~is 

pouul r. rity on t he be ~ i s of PUch a Runerficial acc omolish~ent. 

The 1lP.n , obvi ousl y , bed so11e t hing to say. He wai:: not p cold 

ou t line bereft of eub et Pnce. On t~e contrRry , he uo Ree~ sed 

one of t he ffloet fe r tile ~inds ~ r hi ~ generati on - ~ rare co'D

bin ~ tion of t he ohilo soph i cr l, t heological and eoc1olog1cal 

evalua tion s of hi s c ivil i za ti on. He ~as a mP. n ,above all, who 

resoonded to contempor a r y Atreeee ~ spl endidl y . As we or oceed 

wi th thi s diss ertati on we will atte~pt t o define his ooiniona 

a.nd t o describe h i s r e flctions t h rough the medium of hie 
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homilies. We will strive to paint as clear a picture of R.JBL, 

t he uersonal i ty , as we have of R. J BL , the p reacher and teacher. 
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THE THEOLOGY OF RJiBBI JOSHUA BEN LEVI 

Implicit in the titl e ~iven it is the fact tha t the 

Tal~ud ic PP.riod in Jewish history wae not one of dog!DS. or 

limited religious doctrine. Tha t glorious era wa s , in truth, 

Israel in its Rd olescence. The set nattern~ of its infancy, 

est?blisbed in the exciting , nrovoking and ineuiring oroclnma

tion~ of t~e nronhete had t aken hold , but, in the centuries 

follo~ing the turn of the era , they first began to drive the 

Jewi sh ,eople toward the crea tion of a definite personelity . 
~ 

The ~ritinge of the Taanaim occupied a most i mportant olace 

in the life of the people; they regulated t~eir daily exi stences 

and provided a legal system by which they mi~ht establiPh a 

-,;ell-ordered com.munal life, but, in Bll their complexity, they 

were to be considered elementary •hen compared to the uroducte 

of t h e age tha t •as to follow. The Bible and the Mishnah might 

well be placed in the same relationship to the growth of I srael 
...., 

~a parental influences aoply the~aelvee in the growth of a child. 
I 

The child Iereel , ho~ever , bad finelly reached the moment 

of queAtioning . No more w~ A its life one of accepting authority 

?S t he untutored accepts t he wiFdom of hie elders, and, in 

direct ur oportion to hi s willinrness to be Rccornmod~ting , abideP 

by it or rebel s ag~inst it. In the second , third and fourth 

centurie~ of thi s era, Israel evaluRted itP herita, e; itP Pages 

te Fted the wiedo11 of tradition , :neticulously argued t!'le vali dity 

of t he minutia t hat confronted them, and set about sy s tena tically lo 

create a definite patt ern 'tha t ~ould ~eet the needs of a f a st 
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ma turin~ group, tha t would adjust t he contributions of its 

h istory to t h e r apidly ~banging de~ands of communal living. 

i-. s a re sult of this, tbere wa s no 11 theology" that ca!ne out 

of t he Tal!ttl.ldic Period , no single ordered concep t of God , no 

clearly defined program for the spiritua l life. There were 

!llYStics and r a tionalists alike in the r anks of those who weighed 

and re~eighed Judaism ae a way of life. There were assi mila tion

i s ts who mirrored t he sa lient point s of neighboring cultures in 

their opinions, and there were ardent ne tionalist s who strove 

f r antica lly to preeerve t h e uniqueness of the culture of t heir 

own peo ryl e. All had t heir folloll'ers, their schools that echoed 

t he ir t eachings , but only a few uossessed the greatness to 

outl as t the vicissitudes of so revolutionary a neriod in Je\JTiEih 

l i fe. Our Ta lmud i ~ f ill ed with insigni f icen t nH~es a nd even 

mo~e i ns i gnificent references that are of historical i nte re s t 

~ lone, but there a r e but a precious few whose words e~erge t o 

us today clothed in even greate r intensity than they possessed 

a t t he time of t hei r utterance. 

R. JBL ie one of t hese pi Pnts, and, when we think in terms 

of his theol ogy , we must think of a "nan ~ho l e.bored in the .nidst 

of thie great period of change . His writings are filled with 

pol e~ic s against the opposing force s of bis ti~e. Rome was 

in its decline, Christieni ty was on the rise, the destiny of 

Israel •~ s uncerta i n , each i ndividual bad socia l end nolitical 

interests t o mc.i ntc. i n; all of t he se f actors mu~t be considered 

when one ·seeke t o understand tbe crea tions of P thoughtful man 

Wbo was destined to live during th i s period of history. There 
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is no doubt that R. J BL hed a t heology, but , when on e looks ( 

a t it to be as well-ordered as tha t of our ~odern t heolog iene, 

onl y di sapuoint :nent c an follow in the wake of t he search. 

There will be many proble~s on which be expresses no ouinion; 

hi e conclusions will be col ored by bi s particula r spiritu al 

bent , but his contributions are ma gnificent , ond ~e shall pr o-

ceed to survey them. For purposes of conven i ence, we will 

divide hi s conc lus ions i nto six major ca tegories : God , Tor ah , 

I sr~ el , I 'lll'nort ality, Eschatolo~y, Pr aye r and Ritua l. 
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SECTION !: GOD 

I f ther e ~a~ been any change i n the science o f theology 

Pi nce itR birth i t c c> n be Rttributed t o the f act that there haa 

been ~ const ant s triving ag? inst t he nFtur?l limit?.tione of the 

theolof:'i ~n t o de Pcribe God in ohenomenolo~ic :>.l teriis . Th i s , 

of" c 0urse , h~s been tru e of every science, and one need only 

look to na the'lla tics , aF i t i i:; cons i der ed today , to -unders t c- nd 

t h i s oo i nt in a ll it s implic~ti on e: . hhereae the ea rliest 

j~ thenatics WRR a tortured study of the nu~ericul rel ati onsbi pe 

o~ crude ob jects t hat coul d re~c ily be observed by the senses , 

"loc e m .r:a :.hem.: :ice and physics, a n <1 tur3l by- product, concer~ 

the nsel ves almost exclusively tcday VI i th the .nost r 1e!llote cone ep t 

of t he integer and extend the~~elves into t he real m of a bsolute 

i::pcce reln. t i onehip. The ~rogre S8 in theology is FoineY..ha t 2nc l ogoui:> , 

and r.hen one enter s into a Rtudy of t he theolo~i ca l views of a 

e:chol t' r \"'ho roueared early in the hi s tory of h i s oe1:>ol e he cc>n-

not expect to find st ate!Dent ~ c o?nuR r &ble t o t"iose o-f a Soren 

. i r,<e~ao r d , l~arl 3t rt b or E·'li 1 Srunne r . There ~a. F :Little o r 

no objec t ivity in the errl ieRt t~eolo~i ee . Go~ ~PE' coneidered 

only in ter 11i:> ') f h is rela ti onc-~il')R rith hu~Pnit.y Rnd the 

uhysica l ~anifec-tat ions of the ~orl ~ which Se cre~t ed . So it 

'I'" :> F ..-1th 0 • J3L when he 9roceed ed to deecri be :-nd d ji ~cui::~ the 

n~ture of hi s God. 

God , f o r thi s schol a!' was , first of all , g rea t, ·1i E2'hty 

and &l'fe- insoiring . ( 109 ) l}rea t and "'li ? hty was Re , to b e certRin, 

beyond the imaginings of .nc.n , but, nonetheleAs, Hi s Rttributee 
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~ere all to be considered i n a fra•e of reference rela tive to 

hum~n a tt a 1n~ent s . In ~dditi on to thi s , God evidenced hu~an 

reac tions. He ~o~d for Israel durinf the e~ile as a f ather 

doe~ for a lost child. 

The Roly One , bl essed b e He, su'llmoned t he ~inistering 
angels P.nd sa.id to them: 11 If a huraen kin~ h~ s e son 
who d.±ed and 'llourne f o r bi~ , what is it customary for 
hi '11 to do?'' They re'Oli ed : ''Re h ?. n f: F sa.cl<clotb over 
his door. 11 He s a i d to t hem : "I lllill do li'\ceTJise ," 
And i t i~ wri tten in Is~ . 50 . 3 : "I clothe t he heav ens 
with bl ac1mess and I make sackcloth their covering ." 
qe aga i n asked t be 'TI : 11 ·.'ha t does a hum~n king do 111ben 
nou rninEr?" They r eplied , "He extin~i shes t he l a'llps." 

He s a id to t hem: "I will do like~ise," as it is sa i d 
i n J oel 2. 10: " The sun en d the :noon a re become bl ack 
anc t he stars withdr aY'll their shining." "\,hat doe s a 
human king do ?" They replied : "tte overturns hi s c ouch. 11 

He sRid to the~ : "I •ill do likewise," aA is sa id in 
D.:- n . 7 . 9 : 11Till t hrones we re cast down, and one tha t 
~as ancient of doy~ di d sit ," i f it is pos sible to s ay 
i::o , they we r ., overtu rned. ".hPt does a hu11Pn k inf do?" 
"He walks ba refoot. " Se se id t o them: "I will do like
'"'i se ," a s it i s stated in liabu-n 1. 3 : "The Lord , in the 
whirl ~ind and in the sto r~ is His wp,y, and t he clouds 
a re t he du s t of Hi s fe et. 11 1'11hat does a hu•nan king 
do?" They r eplied : "He rends bis purple r obes . " He 
replied : "I will do likewiee ," a s i t is wr itten in 
La'll . 2 .17: " The Lor d hath done tha t 'Fbich He devised, 
lie hP tb o P.rfo r ned !Hs wor d . 11 (P. J acob of f.ef~r-HPnr-n 
ex-ola i ned : " .ha t 'Tle::>ne 1 n,oa< 1 ''Re rent hie 'JUri:>le ... : 
( liO) _,. 11 ·1:ba t ~ oes a hu'llan k injl do?" "Re sit~ in 
s il enc e." He sa i d to the~ : "!will do li~e~iee," a s it 
is Gt a t ed i n L~ ~ , 3. 28: "He ~i tteth ~lone and veeneth 
i:i il ence. 11 (111 ) 

Accordin~ to this ry~ r~ble , tr-0d not only ~ourned in the 

f oPh ion of Bi s creatures, but He ~eticulously observed ~ 11 the 

int ricnci e~ n ~ t r e ri tual . So r r e < t ~as uiP sorro~ at havi ng to 

nuni Ph ~i s ch ildren t ha t Re went out of P i s ~ay t o seek P.dc ition-

a l ~ayA to demonetra t e ~iP sadness . The above exa~~le is the 

moRt anthropo norphic of all of R. J BL •s descri-ptions of God. .ere 

it from the pen of anothe r preacher one !ai gh t think this to be a 
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subsequent bolllilies, R. 1BL thought of God oonstantl.7 in these tem8 

and nhibita and al.moat child-like intillac7 with his creator and the 

Kaster ot the 1Jorl4. Be was a pious man, considered a Baaa14 in his 

time; he belined in his powers to bring on rain t.hrougb pft7ar (112), 

and he wu oonstantl;r enopuraged b7 hi• tollowen in his eo•tatioi•. 

In the light ot these taotora, it is not cUftioult to understand his 

all usions to God in this Tein. 

But what of Qo4 •a other attributes? B• was not onl.7 to be con-

sidered aa the harsh bat repentant parent 1lbo bad been toro• t.o punish 

a rebellious child: He aleo possessed tb.e sublille quality ot torgi .,.._ 

ness. Whe He aaw fit to forgive wrong4oing, Bi• aot wu final aD4 

complete. No longer could there be ~ reaeon tor tb.e sinner t.o mtter 

Pa. 31.2: "In 'lhe•, O Lor4, I have taken retuge, let •• 
never more be put to ab••: t.hl'ough 'Dl7 juatttioatton 4e
ll ver me." 

ibe book of Rzeldel was wr1 tten tor tb.e sake ot tb.1• oae 
verse: b. 16.63: •'!ti.at JOU aigbt nner :rmmber ad feel. 
aaluned, aDd nner again open your mouth for ahaae wb• I 
torgift you tor all that you ban done" this is sutfioieB. 
(113) 

God' a grace was not only manifested in the mapi:tioenoe o:t Hi• 

:!orgivenesa: He was also the eaaance ot sympatlQ' am undentancU.ng an4 

conatantl.7 extended Hiaaelt to tboae who could otter but little in retum. 

We possess an eloquent bomU~ that deals w1 th this aspect ot Qod • s natme. 

n tbe following illustration we see, moat olearq, a practioal applioatton 
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ot t.he Pmphetio idea ot saoritioe; we see bow God jo7fUl.17 accepts 

true hmlill ty aa a eubsti tute tor the mat elaborate otteriDp, how 

he who 1e lowJ.7 ot apiri t ie recognized by God a• it he bu otteraO. 

up innumerable aaoritioes on the altar ot the 'I'tmple. 

Oome and see how great are the l~ ot spirit in the eateaa 
ot God. At the tiae whc the 'i.ple waa established, it a 11811 
were to bring a bumt off«ring he would reo al T8 credit tor haY
ing brought it; it he would bring a meal ottering he would re
oeiT8 credit tor haYing brought it. alt aa tor him who is lowl.7 
ot ap1r1 t, Soripture regards h1a as it he had ottered up all the 
otteriDgS. 'lhis 1s stated in Pa. 51.19: •'Jbe sacrifice ot God 
1• a bmken sp1ri t", and thie requires tbat hia PIWT•r be not 
deapisaO., for it goes on to 881': "A broken and a eontrite heart, 
o Ood, 'lhou wilt not cleapi••" (114) 

'Ibis benign parent, wbo asked only tor the true lo't'e ot His children wae 

forced, at time, to encourage euoh expressiou5 Ial'llel was often rebellious, 

the created ones ahaaetul~ neglected t.h• Creator. 'Jbis forced God to exez-

cise His power in h1ato17 ao that He might bring them to a point where th87 

would come t.o Him, looking tor aid and cOWLsel. He oauaed vouble tor 

Israel Just so that th87 would haw an opportwlit)- to 017 out to Hia, tor 

this was the relationahip that He desired: Israel was to ha't'e ccmplete ta1 th 

in its God as helper aJld guide. ( 115) 

Ex. 14.15: "And the Lord said unt.o llo••: •Wheratore orieet thou 
unto Ile?'" 

It is like a king' a friend wbo was concerned about a •tter aD4 
came c171ng to the king. '!he king said: "W!Q- do you c1'J? You 
have only to decree and I will pertora it." SD did God speak 
unto Kosee: "Wherefore oriest thou unto Jle? Speak,and I will 
pertol'll thy will." ( ll.6) 

Out ot this Jathez-aon, Qu.udian-ward relations)aip, bow8"11', OBM 

a more 1.mp6rtant taotor. God could succumb to hUllllll aaotions, this 1s 

tru.e, but beyond such teelinga there wae an ineYitable realization, a 
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truly Divine sense of juPtice t ha t set Him aoart from mankind 

and rei n forced His godliness. ~oce s , ?. i s c hocen on e , could 

que s tion God , could try God, ~nd t hi s he di d : 

Llos e s sooke thus: 11 Lord of t he Uni verse, 1J'ere tbe 
Pat ri a rchs of the world ri~hteoue or ~icked? Do 
Tiake a di s tinction bet~een one ca Pe and t~e other; 

·1f t hey ~ere vicked , t hen Thou a rt fully just i fi ed 
in noing t hus t o Thy childr en, becau~e t hei r ~ncestorP 
have no good deeds to t heir credit with Thee , but , 
if they ~ere r i£ht eou s , gr an t I s r ?el t he r e• a r d of 
t hei r ance s tor~ deeds." (117 ) 

But when t he spies , bo~ever, que~tioned God ' ~ wi~do~ in 

r· ivil117 I s r ael the l an d of CF< na?n BF a n inheritanc e, they 11'ere 

ouni~hed ?nd never Pllowed to vie~ it . (118 ) Hi s j us t ice wa8 

inexor able. 'fhe -.:icked are hampe red in t heir acti ons t o a chieve 

)rominenc e eo th~t ~he ri ~bteous mi gh t have an opportunity t o 

a. ssu.ne t h eir right f ul pl ace. ( 1 19 ) Jerusale"!! had t o f all to 

t he ro~~ns because of t he waywa r dne s s of Israel, and God woul d 

no t even ~ llow t he ~hechina to a i d i n its defens e . (1 20 ) 

vod refused to oar gb in wi th Abraha~ ~ hen he sought t o conv i nce 

~i~ , on b eh~l f of Soda~ and ~emorrah , tha t the conglo:n?nerate 

tOOd o7 ~ com:11unity mi ght ou t weigh t he evil of any s ingle 

~e~ber t he r eof. (1 21 ) ~od ' e v engea nc e egain~ t Beb ylon wa s 

unbme<'cha bl e; not ev en Dani el , in <' 11 h i q g reC? tnesP, was 

r l loved :o coun sel ·ebuchadn ezza r t hAt he 'Tlig-ht E!'roid God's 

~rath . l~ ei th€ r wae !);·ni el al lo~ed to ")r r y f'o r 3Abylon thFt 

J od ' h ?.nger ~irht be ?seu?.ged . ( 1 23 ) There W?. P no int i~F cy 

in P. . JSL' s c oncent of God ' ~ justice . Thi F ~a P considered 

on P: ve ry cleRrly defined l evel r· nd was Rt no ti'l'le to be 

t:>-nnered "'·1 tb . 
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Such was our ')reacher's unders t and ing- of God : human 

in many reeoect s , but Divine in Hi~ wiF rlo~ ~nd His jus tice. 

He worked directly i n t he a ffa irs of men. Hi s vengeance ~P e 

i nexor a ble i:.fa ins t those 1tho a ngered Hi !!! , but ~ie g race e nd 

r ene ro Fi ty were unendinf to thoRe who truly loved Hi~ , even 

thou~h they ~ight occa sionally slip f ro'll t he ue th t ha t He bad 

la i d out f or them. It ..ms inevitable tha t ~e Phould r eceive 

t be or ayer of Eis ueoole, th~ t He Phould accent t heir reoentencP . 

:'he One 'l"·bo had crea ted ma n • as not t ot ally beyond hi'll , but no 

"llan cculd t r.·nper 1l'itb '11i E cri teri r of ri ghteouAness. TbiF 1'e s 

•~ C.·od who demAnded reverence find re Pnec t in Hi ~ trPn!?cend ence , 

but v•'1o , i n Pi P ir:i ,, i nence , was coni:::tantly a t the beck &nd call 

of each of Hi s crea ture s . 

SEC TI ON 2 : TO ?.AH 

I f t ~e root of the f a i th of ~ .J3L w~ s in ~o d , then i ts 

f l ower was the Tor~ h , the br ea tbt·king culmination of t he spiri tual 

life of bi ~ peonle. Ta n~ i bl e evidence of the everln stin~ 

covenant oe tv•een God Rnd Israel, i t occupied ' poei tion in the 

thin~in~ of t he Jew second t o none. The study of Tor a h • a s 

the g ree t i !ltperhtive in the tradition of Israel , end, to live 

in uccordance ~1th it s ~ePchings , t he Rine~ !12!!. of the ~ood 

l ife . 

In order t o stress the ·nagni tude of thie in Rtru"Tlent of 

r ivine revel ation , R. J 3L recount s a legend regard ing t he re

~ cti on in Seav en t o God ' s g iving the TorRh t o Moses. ~s ~ill 

b e nointed out i n the f ollowinv , there • es a belief current 
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i n ~ . J3L's time that the Tor ah , befoxe it wa s given to ~?.n 2t 

c: inc1i, was ";'le ~ri zed 'Jossees i on of t!le <...ngele , a t r us t ol aced 

in t~eir h· nds by God f or sa fekeeui ng . 

'" hen oees c l i :n·oed the 'he i e-h t , t~e 'Uini s te:ri ng ~nfel s 
s r. i d t o God : " .. bc. t i E t hi s ":ort (.. l, bo rn of 'fiO!'l:- n , 
doi ~~ ·non~ us?" God enawered : "Ee hr s co~e t o rec eive 
t~e Law. " They said : " CL~ i t be t h6 t You ~i sh to t ok e 
t~iP code of l a w t ha t has b een r eserved f o r You f or ni ne 
hund red ~nd seventy-four gen er ations, ?nd ~i ~e it to ?. 

~e re mortal? I t i f sa i d i n the Book of Psa l'!ls : ( PF. 
E. 5) ' ··hat i s "llan tbs t Thou s'!1oulC. s t t h i nk of hi '!I , find 
t~e son of ~~n t ha t Thou ehoulnst ca r e fo r hi ~?' It 
furt~er s t Ptes: ( F P . 8. 3 ) 10 Lor n , our Lor e , how 
glorious i ~ Thy n~ !lle in Ell t he eRrth ; Thou who se 
-cn 11 i ee i io oun~ t o t he ~ e::tven s. 111 Then ~od aR 1 d to 
:·oPe P: "C:' n y ou an s.,e r the"'l? 11 lose s re~li ed t o God : 
"0 :~n st e r of the orlc , I R!ll l=lfr a i d l e Pt they de s troy 
!?le l"itb t l-ie vcm i t y of t "'1eir F'?eecl) ." God sa i d : 
It 21 eze t•1e t !l r one- of 1.:y f"l o ry r !ld r efute t he i r ar~u
·nent," as it ii:: sai d ir: J ob . 26 . 9 : "He enclooed the 
front of ~iP t~rone, P~read inp out ~iP clou~ over it . " 
.~ose s en ~wered : 11 0 1!1" s:e r of the :.orlc , v.-h ~t i s 
~ri tten i n thi s Tor ch the t You arP ~bout t o e i ve ~e? 
You begin by s ay i ne : 'I .:=!"!l t-... e Lor d your '~od rho 
b r ought you out of the Land of E~yut • ; di d You t ake 
t he angels to Egypt, di d You enel ave the~ t o ?hf. r oP- b ? 
( t o t he a ngels ) hat ~e~ning has t bi s 7or eh f o r you? 
Aga in , what is wr it ten in it: ' You shbll not ~o rsh in 
other Gods ' . .90 you dwell a·:ion0 peo,le v;ho worship 
i dol s? ,,.nd -nore : 1 r:.e11e:nber t he Sa.bo? t h dc.y ' ; do any 
of y 9~0 ::- k t!:le: t you -~ight need ? day of reet? 1 l'hou 
ehal t not bear f r.l ee witness. ' r.re any of you e~gs.;-ed 
in busi ne s s? ' Honor t!:ly f~ ther and t hy ~other. 1 Have 
you f a t hers ~no ~others? ' Thou shal t not 'tlUrder, thou 
st~lt no~ co~~it aoultery, t hou 0 hal t not steol. 1 I~ 
the re &ny envy a~ong you? Is tr.er~ even the s ligh teEt 
inti-~ tion of the pre i::enc e of ~n evil i nclination in 
your eyes?" I !'lllnedi lltel y the bngels began t o ry r ,,. ise 
God s~y ing : "0 Lor d our Lor d , how f lo riou~ i e Thy 
na~e in Pll the ea rth . 11 (1 23 J 

Th i F l egend noints out seve r al fact ~ regR r di ng P. JSL' s 

concent of t ie Tor~b rnd it0 functi on . It WP.S ~ri t te~ long 

be f? r e i t was g iven t o hlose s a t SinPi , and it ~e~ con~idered 

a s r 10Ft nri zed noAsession by the HnfelR. I t wa e an e~alted 
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e~)~ession o: social conduct and ~a~ in~ended t o ~eet t~e needs 

~ f ' ~fn livine in a colll~unity . Befo re it could be g iven to ~an , 

~oc ~ad to be certa~n that ~an reali zed its i~t>Ort?.nce and i~s 

:unc~ion , ~b at m~n ~ou ld oe ~illing to jea~ordize h i s life t o 

c. :~ain an d retc in posse ssion of it. I t ~as R gi :t g i ven by 

voe c f ~is o~n v i ol i tion ; Re • as not co~nelled by F.is covenant 

~it~ Isr~ el t o entrust it t o t~e~ . 

Such was t~e n~ ture of ~his ~reat ~i ~t of ~od t o ~osee. 

I: r csu.1ed 11 1os i tion so i :roortr..t in Jerisn l ife that it 

oecoile t he c ie:tincti ve •aa l'k of an I s rBeli te to 'ba vf' ? :-rofound 

~~s~ec~ f or t~e e:tucy of Tora~ ~n ? ~ ee")- e eP-tec l ove for tbe 

~ ,uce of Stu ·y that ~re~ up Fl'ounc it. 

1: S< 'Il . 17 . 25 stet es : "It:ir::i. t he Jee raelite" en d II 
Chron . 2.17 stP.tes: ".Jether t::e Ie:r~elite." := . Se~uel 
b. !:~ch"'l?ni said: "H e ? As "'l" I~~:1?elite, an0 yet you 
c ~ 11 bi"t I~!'2 elite. Ee er.tered the ~ouce o ~ ~~:y · nc 
fou~~ Jesse t~e re ex-oun~ : n€ :~e verse: 'Look unto ~:... 
r n c be ye seved , Pll t1e ejc~ of ~~e earth ' Isa. 45. 24z . 
I~ ~ed i• tel y ~e oec«~e converted , -nd J ee~e ff Ve hi ~ his 
d<-u .7rte:· fo r " ?: lfe . '' !':ie f ... bbi!== ea:.r: "He ... a s an 
Israeli t e , ~no yet you call hi~ en Ish~aelite. ~e • a s 
e-.n I s r"elite, .., na ye-¢1e girded on his s•ord like an 
Ish~aelite end ctuck i t in t~e i idcle of t~e Bou se of 
Study and e7la i ~ed : ' ~ither I will slay or be sl e in 
u::til I e etc-:,liFh t his lr"" ... uolicl y : .. ~oni ~e but not 
.n~ .. ·onitese , .t.oa bite but n:Jt .~oabiteEs. '" (124) 

Thi e ~an , I thrL , or Jethe r, of duoi ous n?tion~ l affilieti on , wa s 

considered an I s r aeli te rhen he honored t~ e Torah rno tne P.ouse 

of ~turiy , but , as e,oon :. e he de:non~tr;;. ted r l r.ck of resnect for 

itf SF~Ctity , ~e T<as denied ~e~ber~~i p e~onr t~e I~rP el ites and 

rele~a ted t o the decendent~ ~f Es au - the !~h~~elite~ . ~uch 

~as the ~ignifi cance o ~ t~e love of Tor ~h ~ nd study in Je~i sh 

life . 
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Such a love, even thou~h it wa e a mini "l~l requirement , 

~as not to go unrewarded. 

rhiP :na.tter is written i n the Torah , a second ti~e 
in tbe Prophets and a t hird time in the Hegiog r auha : 
"Any mc.n who works in Tor ah will become very orosner ous." 

Dt . 29. 8: "Be careful t hen to observe t he ter!!ls of 
this covenant that you may succeed in everything th ~t 
you undertake. 11 

J osh. 1.8: "Thia book o! t he 1 £1 w 'llUPt never be off 
your lius , but you ~u st :nu~e over it d~y and ni~ht, 
t he t you ~~y be ca reful to comuly with all tha t ie 
written in it; for then you shall mnke your life 
9r osperous, and you shall succe ed." 

Ps . L. 2- 3: "For hi~ delight ie in the l aw of the 
L0r d , and in His l aw does he ~edita te d~y a nd night. 
For he iF. li~e a tree nv~nted by strea"ls of l''P ter, 
th~t yeild P its fruit in its peaeon, Pnd • hose leaf 
does not whither, nnd wiRtever it bears c o~ee to 
~aturity (~n d What~oever he doetb ehBll PrORUer)" 
(125 ) 

The love of Tornh , ho~ever, often brou~ht D8 in in i ts 

, Ave P.S well as re~a rd . It waR not a Rimole ~atter for ~ -nan 

to t~inv ?.nd live as ~ Jew in tr.e eerly centurieR of t his era . 

'!'ie r e Tere "Ilr•ny factor F in hi R co 'll!llun i ty thAt •:ti l i tRted : get inst 

c-ucb ;,n ex i s tence. Lese th< n fl cen tury before R. JBL' F time •nen 

~ad been burned ~t t~e s t ake , uuni shed 8nd t ortured in ~ ~ost 

inhu~an fashion, a l l because they had refused to relinquish 

thei r right to s tudy God ' s word . Such ex~erience s ul ague the 

".'l e ...,ory .:md re"'!·· in ~i th :: n eool e long nft er the ~moke of the pyre 

h~e disaµpee red . The tri : ls need not be ~c ~evere to noint 

uu the difficulties involved in the ore ~ervation of a culture. 

The ~ere f act tha t men ~ere of t en c ~lled uuon t o eacrifice of 

their •e~ lth Rnd t heir externr l comforts t o foster t he ~tudy 

of Torah was suff icient :o Five rise to much thought on the 
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!?I? tter. 

Cant , 6 .11: "I went down into the ga rden of nuts" 

I s r a el a r e compa.r ed t o a nut tree. Just r.s "tt 1-\en a 
nut tree is prunaed , it i s for its own good si nce 
it rene~s its branches like hair tha t gr ows ~ore 
quickly fo r being shorn and like na il s tha t grow 
~ore qu ickly for being pared, so whenever I sra el a re 
sho rn of t~e fr ui ts of t heir l abor t o g ive to those 
~ho l ubor in Tornh , they a re shorn for their own ~ood , 
Rnd i: is so on reol aced , and t heir vealth is i ncreased 
in t r.is 1'1orlci , c.nci their rew<...r d in the next. (126 ) 

Such sacrificeA as those ~enti oned in the above ho"Tlily we re 

c ~lled 11 chastize!"!lents of Divine l ove." The tru~ chasti,,;e"!lent 

of : od ~as of Puch ~ nc ture th&t it caused a ~an to neglect 

t~e Ptudy of t he Torah . 

·"ny trouble tha t come A upon a .,, n that causes hi m 
t o ne~lect t~e study of Torah iP cone i dered a P a 
chaPtize~ent by God , but those trouble ~ th~t come 
uoon ~en end do not cnuse the~ to neglec t the ~tudy 
of TorRh a re con~idered cb~ sti zementP nf love, fo r 
it i"' s?irl in ? r ov. ~ . 13 : "':ihom t he Lord loveth, 
He correcteth." (127) 

~he reason fo r thi~ di fferenti a tion is obviouP . The Torah is 

~~e ohysical r.eoresentation of t he covenant t het exi s tP between 

God and I s r i el. If a ~~n ne,lected the TorPh he , in effect , 

neglected t~e ) rovisione of t he covenant. Leg end hnd it th at 

ever y d ;•y a b1:t t ko 1 came f or t h fro :n tt . Ho reb saying •1r1oe be 

unto t hose ~ho insult the Tor~h. " (132) Such a thing was 

necessary , f or the only occasion for God ' s wee•)i n: was over 

t1e rbrogation of t he Torah . 

La~ . l.ld : "For. 11 these things I we eo." 

This bears r eference to the abr oga tion of the Tor~h , 
regardinE~ ~hie~ it iA sai d : "T~ese fi re the sta t utes 
and t!ie co~·'landMents." (Dt . 12. 1 ) <11q) 

One m~y readi l y conalu de from this t bR t the Torah oocunied 
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a cen trdl place in t he t hinking of R. JBL . It was, without any 

doubt, the most i~portant singl e religious artifice in the 

culture of I s r nel. AS such , our preacher rendered it gr ea t 

resnect and d emP nded t bP t • 11 kno• it and love it a s he d i d . 

The Tora h wa s God ' s ~neci ? l gift to ! Fr ael; the love of it 

or ougb t nAgnificent rewar d , ~na itP neglect i ncurred the 

Peve rePt of nunisb~entR . 

SECTION 3. I SRJ.l .EL 

Cne of t"ie kP.ys tonesof R. J BL1 P theol o~y iP hi F conceut 

of the uersonHli t y of I s r ael. HiP con F: ider~ ti one Rre t~o-fold , 

~or t,ey i nclude both t he historice l as ryectP of Israel ' c ~row th 

t nd t"ie 'Jecul i <l r rel ~ tionshi n thPt I Pr Pel e:xnerienced \"'ith God . 

On e f i nds , included in t·1e second f c> ctor , t he e:x1)l Pn?. t ion R fo r 

the va r i ous cont acts t~~t I i; r ;..el h<...d ri tb other n '!; i onc of +he 

· o r ld , for they c::innot be understood :-- s nor 11:. 1 within t:he f r a!Ile

'' o r Y. of li iFto:ry . They re suonded to cons t an t <' i,rine control ~nd 

in~e rven~ i on; '!;h ey ~ere t he di rect rerul t of ~oct ' s interest in 

I s r: el , 2n d not , < P ~one ~• Y think , the chcnce ~reduct~ of an 

un~-ui d ed hi s t oric<l nrocess . 

Ev Pn thou£·h F . J SL observed thF> t t"ie r e l < t i onc;hi n be tveen 

::oc ;- no I er< el fl F: !"lO Et i ni:;i w. te , t h ; t 11 ~ iron f'Urt· in "'nuld 

not oe · ol e t o seot r t e ! Pr ? el f r o'!! itfl Fc-t"ier in hePven," <130) 

he re"l· r,'ed th Pt , ; t firPt , 11 I i::; r c e1 11 the n F"'lP --iven to the Y)P0"1le , 

r~R j uFt lik e i l l the n1meF of tte other n ~ t ion~. hen they 

&cc ented the Torab , ho¥·ever, Goe .cin: lly decided to cr ll the"ll 

··:~y 1eoule. " 

Pi:i. 50.7 : "HePr , O .y "'eopl e , <n d let !._e sne<•Jr" 
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In t he p~st , "I sru el 11 was you r n u.me because you ha d 
not r eceived Ey Tor~h ; it W~E like the n 3me s of the 
other Tl r.t i one : Seba , Havil ah, 8abt ab , Ra a·!lah and 
Sabetec ~ . (Gen 10 .7) nE €oon <~you r eceived ~y 
Tor <..h , hov.ever , you bee· roe knov·n as "lly '9eonl e. 11 

(131 ) 

This hi ~ t oric~ l expl an ati on of t he or i nci ple of th~ covenantnl 

r el 2t i onshi o between I sr~ el ~ nd i od At firFt ~onet r~ to be Pn 

0~1P:-- Fi "l:rol ificu t i on of the '"!)henot"lenon , but , fortum tely or un-

fortun~ tely , t h i F W~R th e extent o f t he coven~nt to ~ . JBL . 

"· l tl'iou <-h hP felt I Pr P el to be "' bsolu tely nece es:;a ry for the 

P~i ctenc e of' t~e ~o rl d , 

Zccr.. 3 .1" : " For 11' e t"1 P -four .. i nd c:. of t.,,P. her vens 
I Ti ll ~R~e you f ly." 

I t doe s not s Py 11 \~ith the f our vinds , 11 but rc-ther " l ilrn 
";'he f ou r " inds , 11 rhich iF to t ell you t hP t juFt a s i t 
i s i ~i)O RF i bl e f)r t~ere t o b e "! \'Orlc v·ithout ·~indA , 
FO ~oulf it alPo be i~nO RF ible fo r there t o be ? vorld 
v- ithou ""; Isr~ el. (1 ='2 ) 

· t no ti ne doeF he sne ·-k i n terins 0f t h e 11 servu.n t 11 i dea of 

I ~ i; '1 or 0f the u su< 1 p ro ohet ic dym· mi c interuretc t i ons of 

• proof oc- s e d on an o.nis s i on could 

'1<;. r ti l y be COn "' i dered V i li ,1; i t VOUld b e ~; n t f. DOUnt t o S r yi nf 

t'lat t'1e r e W<•s r'1o i o in Biblical t i mes oec <•use the < r ch::. eolo .: i sts 

b~ve f c ileci t o discover any ~ire s i n the ir e x ped itioni:: , but t he 

'l'"r i te r woul d 11 ke to i ndulg e h i ·nsel f Pt thi e .no men t Find offer 

~ i P oelief thrt , becFu~e of the streee of t~e ti~e ~ f.nd the 

o r olon.,.-e d trc: u•nA t ha t rucce eded the devae; t P ti on of Pa lestine 

by t he ::!.om; ns i n 70 a. E. am.1 ~he c:.ubf'eQuent oe r~ecut i on , 

Fuoore~si on ?. nd nillage t hA t ook pl a ce under the :1r '"" ie E" of 

H9dr1 Hn , there ~ould heve been but l ittle room for the "•is~ion 

i dea " in the ser'lloni:: of conte'!lpor a ry nreecher~. PerhROP, in 
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this way , we can expl a in thi s obvi ous l apr::e in the eucceseion 

of R. JBL ' s thoughts concerni ng Israel ' s part in the formation 

of the des tiny of t he wor l d . There is a v~gue in tim~ti on of 

Fuch a thesis in the fol l owing homily , but one readily notices 

t h.- t i t l acks the vitality and the nosi ti veness of the :nessage 

of t h e ryrophet s . 

.. by is Isrr> el comoared to ? f emale in Cant. 1. 5 : 
"I R.'Il bl ack but co~ely? ·• BecauPe jm:)t ?c S ? fe 'Tlale 
receiveP ~ burden and dischar~es it , r eceiveP and 
c iPcherges it , a nd t h en receiveP no ~o re (become~ 
ureE"fl~nt And giveP bir t h until she beco:nes too ol d 
fo r child bea ring ) , eo I ~ra el nre enPlaved ?.nd 
c el ivered , ensl aved ~nd delivered Pnd then enPlaved 
'10 nore. (133) 

It is only fitting , however, th a t God shoul n clin~ to I er2el, 

Ex. 19 . ~ : "You shall be My __ .... )_ very Ol'"n, 11 

In the word · ~ , the ~ i s t~e l a r geRt of t he 
letterF and the • i s the R~allePt. I t is fitting 
thGt the ~reat should cli ng to the s~ell, as ~e see in 
Ps. 147 . 5: "Grea t i s our Lord and abou ndi nf in strength," 
and then (.gL. i n in Dt. 7.7: "For you v. ere t h e e 1a lleet 
of c.. l l t h e ryeo ?l e . 11 (134 ) 

· no de a token of the inAol uble union , God brought t he Shechina 

~ nvm fro~ heAven ~nd spread it over t he earth especie l ly for 

I sr t.:.el • 

.. ho.t i s t he ":let.ninc- of -: ~e verse in Zec h 2 . 9 : "And I 
v;ill be t h e i.:: plendor within her?" I t 1 ~ to teech you 
tha t for t hose of IErael , out of <11 those ~ho dwell 
i n t he world , d i~ ~od bri ng do~n His Shechin~ f r om 
the hi gbe~t heavens ~nd ~pree d it out over t he eorth . 
( 1 35 ) -

This was done to pr otect ! F1 r eel fro·n those v•ho w 'Ul d !llalif"Jl h er 

or endanf'er her '!"ell- being . Sut, F • J BL o.dd R, if I sr~ el ~'ould 

""' """' be victorious over those r.ho threa ten her, ~ wst rilwr yF band 

to~ether ?nd f ace t hem as a united gr oup. 

EY . 1.10- 12: " See the I s r Pelitee have beco~e too 
strong for u s , etc. 11 
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~early eight times did Ii;~-£l b~nd together in brother
hood age.inst Eey'Ot. 1.nd "8oe "'er e t he rea eons? The 
Eeypti ons said : "Come , l e t us t ake preceutione 
~gainet them '' ". And then, i n the ~idst of this, 
God gathered them together and sFved them, as it is 
Rai d in Ex . 3. 8: 11hnd I shall go down and save t he m 

,,.,~, from Ef ypt. ( 1 36 ) 

It iF eoparent t hP. t our preacher was troubled with the 

pr oble>n of a ssimila tion in bis time . In ~ eenee, he wae 'Dore 

liberal than his predecessors , for he realized t~R t it waA 

~oFs i ble for Ierael to go in 0 grePt deRl from the culture s 

round ebout it, but he carried hi~h t~e banner of i solationi~m 

end PeriouPly berated those ?ibo took for themFel ves the un-

rho leso~e nr ac t ices of their neighbors. 

I t s t a tes in Ez . 5.7: "You hnve not even confor~ed 
to t he or dinancei:: of the n·~ ti<m~ rouno about you . " 
I t s ays l a ter , hoY:ever, i n Ez. 11.12: "You ha.ve con
for:ned to t he nr a.ctices of the nati ons tha.t a re round 
1 bout you. 11 Thi R means tha t IerRel had not a ssi'llil a tAPl 
ad the wo rthwhile aRpects of the culture of it s 
nei ghbors , but had a sci nilated their +'o llies. (137) 

Ee s trenr t hened hie po~iti on on this pr obl em by referring bfck 

t o t~e matter of i dol ~orship in Biblical ti ~ee and de~onRtrEted 

hoV' God 'lrent out of Hi s way to em})hc.si ze the r.>rohibi t i on against 

~o rF hi pr.>ing other gods. 

God shid: "Seeing t hLt t~e penelty for idol worship 
is eo severe, I must forewa rn Israel ege inst it so 
tha t they Bhould not l a ter on say: 1 HP.d we been • arned, 
Y:e rould have kept away fro .a 1 t. '" God then said to 
Isaiah: ''Do not think tha t I hfl ve not we..rned Israel 
;ga ins t i do l wor shi p long ago. hlrePdy , long before 
they cC;rr1e to Sin:'l i to receive the Torah, I TP..rned tbe'!I 
agA inst idola try." For Po it is written ( Iea. 48. 5 ): 
"Therefore I ha ve decla red it to thee from of old; 
before thou camel=lt , I r:innounced it to thee." God 
continued: "Before you ca'7le to Sina i ha ve I caused 
you to hea r t~e bl ePsing P a nd the curse~. (Lev. 26 ) 
uby? Lest you should BRy: 11 1 i r.e i dol hath done them, 
r.nd iny ~raven i:nHge Rnd my -no 1 t en i '":!Pge ha th col1l"'1Pn ded 
t he"l.1 (Isa . 48. f } There~ore , hPve I forewa r ned them 
concerninS! i dol c: try, ae it is through '.'oRee _Jy servant 
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have I forewarned them." '.ibence do we knolt t his? 
Frora wh? t is "ri t ten in the text of Dt. 4. 22ff: 
11 \then thou ehel t beget childr en and ch ildren ' a children 
and gr ow old in the l and , if you act pe rnic iously by 
carvin~ an ima~e in the shape of anythin~ at a l l , a nd 
oo what i s evil in the sight of t he Lor d , your God , 
thus pr ovokinf Him t o jeal ou ey , I call heaven and 
ea r t h to wi t n eRs ag? i n Rt you thi s day , that you shall 
peri Ah completely from the l en d which you ~ re about to 
cross the J ordan t o occu9y." ( 138) 

For t he ~oet oa r t, the n? tion~ of the world had militeted 

Ppai n s t I er a el in it A hi s t ory, ::tnd 1 t lm A qui te under~tandsble 

t hnt R. J BL d i d not cons i der it ~erticul? rly d e si r~ble f or t he 

! Rr&eli t eP to P.doDt their ~rRct ic eF. 

H? d t he nation~ of t he worl d knovn tha t when I er eel 
Rinned , t hey , too , ~ould be nun i Rhed , they would 
hAve arypointed t~o guP r dR t~~ t t~ey ~i ~ht guard e~ch 

a nrt every I sre el i te ( to keen the"'! fro~ ~ innin~) . But 
it v·a s not enou p-h f or t he"'! th;:. t they h?.d f;. il ed to 
gua r d I s r ael ( from sinning ); t hey ~ent PO f a r n s to 
deter the~ fro~ car r yinp out t~e co~~t nd~ent s . There
f ore, ~~en I~rR el ei ns Hll th e TOrld cuffere, a @ ie 
ete ted in Hag . 1.10 : "Therefore th e he;.venE:l above 
you withh eld t heir d ew , and t 'lie ea rth withholds i tP 
increnee." But , ~hen t'liey do not Ri n , ell t he worl d 
i s bl essed becauee of t he.., , ae it is E:lH i d in Gen. 26 . 4: 
"Al l the n~ tions of t he ea rth will invok e bles £ings on 
one another throuf b your de scendcits " (139 ) 

I f , neverthele s s , a nbt i on\ ~hould ~o r~ or pr ey for t he 

.. ooa of Israel, Gou '''ill bring the~ h appi ne ss. 

The Hol y One, 3l es£ed be Ke , s 1-1 i et : "You hf!ve finished 
destroying . . y Hou~e 1md exili !lf" uy children . AE!k 
a fter it s oeace (Jerus& le~ ' s) , rnd I will fo r give you." 
~hR t doe s t~i s ~ean? Ps. 122.6: " ~ray f or t he neace 
of Jerusal em ; they w il 1 pr osper Y:ho l ove you." ( 140 ) 

I n conclus i on, our pre ache r felt th?t ! Pr < el wrA bound 

in t i 'll6 tely to God t'rroufrh the To r ah , ~· nd it ~ T)ri~c: ry t ? PY w~ s 

t o nreserve thiP rel nti onPhio by ndherinr t o the Rt r. t ute s of 

~iv~~e la~. I s r Pel w~P :.Od ' ~ pp r ticul a r peoule, ind ieoens~bl e 



56. 

to world hist ory, a nd mu Rt vua rd its peculiar heri t e ge Rg-e ins t 

the inf fl tra tion of foreign influencee . ;, hether it had e 

mi sPi on to nerform on earth o r not iP not brought out in the 

iomilie~ , but one thin~ was certa in: the ~el l-beinf of a ll 

t11 e ~0rld ~as c irectly oro~ortionR te to IsrPP-l ' s ~oPition in 

i t. 

SECTI ON 4: I MUORTALITY Al'D TuE !{ESSI.n IC ERA 

I t i s qui te po ~Ai ble that t here mi~h t hc ve been a s trong 

_,e8 si c... nic "':love•'lent afoot durin~ the l ifeti!'!!e of n. J3L. J. t a 

lci t e r r:;o i n t i n thi s esFay , the v-ri ter v·ill d iscuss the part 

t11< t he ''!W Y or 111&y not h· ve ol <> yed in it a ccord ing to the 

re:Jor t s h< ndeo oorn t o U £ t hrow h lee,·end s o r t'1e }<..on ic Period . 

Let it suffice t o s~y ~ t this inFt~nt , however , thbt cons i dera 

':ion~ of the life <. fter a ec : 'h , of t he ! e !"sic.n ic Er< , o f 

ulti '1 " t e rev1p r d ;' nd ounish."!lent ; nd of rePurr ection V'ere 'llos t 

CO"l''l ' )Il <. nrl ' ui ";e cle· rly Ccfi ned in t'1e thi n1rin,.. 0 -&- hi ~ t i "le , 

;nd 11e was P R ~ rt icul ate as Pny i n hi P eYure~cionP on theee 

e cPnnot PeQa r ate t "'ie el e ~ent f i 'll"'"'lortality from 

thE' conceJt of t~e · e RRi~"1 <n0 +"1e es~ianic Er ? , for they run 

h. nc in h~mo throul·~out '1i~ cer!"!lonc. T"1 Py blend ... o l'."·ether "';o 

crerte ; l a r ger ~icture of · 11 t~1 t <W< itF ~~n beyond this 

vcrld. Cnc er tbe influP.nce of h i nehaR ben J ; ir, ? . J 3L con

nidererl ~i •8el f , in ~O~e re coectP , to be l l~e t he ~RSene R , Bl 

v; ys "Jrem r ed f o r t '1e c-0'"1 i nc- o .&" t""le .eci !'" i Ph "l nd t "l e life ;cfter 

d e~ th. (141) Living in a period o! Puch ~re1t stress, the 

re<..i.F:ons fo r F.. JBL ' ~ Of\ rticul~r posit~ on regar di:11? t he ~!esaiah 

~ nd t h e l ife after death a re quite obvious. · .. e a r e confronted 
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Rimilar ohenomenon today in Cbri sti~nity, for the 

burd en o f living in 3 Por ely t r oubl ed •orld hc...s turned the 

minds of ~Pny men from thou~hts of t i e ex enciee of everyday 

li rinr t o those tha t center Pbout t he V'o rld t hat ;:-w~ i t !=; men 

~ fter d eAth. Thi ~ is a no r~h l reaction t o RtrPin , ind , i f 

::>ooro::iched in n m· ture f af'hi on , c an "'lroduce fl re0t c on tributions 

t o contenoor ary toou ght. Such was the c~Re with our o reecher. 

hl thou h h e w2P ~oRt vivi d fnd t hor ough i n h is de~cr i otione of 

t he ~ fte r-life , · 1thou~h he expressed ~n unswervi ng faith in 

the '1r o1ni se of i m11o rtal i ty r·nd t h e i..es s i ah , be d i not negl ect 

or oblems of this r.o rl d . Hi s theolopy evidenceR P. cnrefu lly 

thou. h t out synthe~i i:: o f ooth e lement P, Atre Rsing t he i mporta nt 

factor s inh er ent in ea ch but not los i ng- 1 ts orecious senFe o f 

oul:nce in f a vor o f e i the r. 

Cone i de rinf t h e ser~onR of n . J BL ~ga in s t t h e o&ckgr ound 

of t"iei r : i "De , l"e fin e , f irst , ,. r.o::-d of hope r ega. r dinf!' t he 

co11in£" of t he MeF:i::i Ail. Jil thourh be :el t it futile t o Rttemnt 

t o ePti•n< te t '1e ti ne .,f the c omin~ of t he ~~essi rih (142) , Pnd 

;olthou.:--h he re3lized th• t net n coul ::. d1 no:hi nP' t hP t "10Uld 

d irectly ha st en t he co1.ai n,.: o f t ..,, e . eR s:i irlh ( 1 42 ) , it .-a~ nos~ ible 

the t , t hr0uµh ri rh t eou c:.-ne!='~ , .o; n ni~~ t !leri t God ' e coni::id erin@" 

the speedi ng u p of t 'h e ;•even t o f tbii:i p-re~t r1oment in the life 

o -r the oeonl e . 

! PH . 60 . 22 : »r, t he Lo r d , will h~ sten it in its proper 
ti -ne. II 

11 I wil 1 he' et en it" me<- nR t ha t , ev en t:iou t<h th e oeople 
d i d not Yoerit rede '1ioti on r· t thc. t r:o rticul~ r ti 11e , by 
their right eousnes~ t~ ey oe rited ti< t i t be hastened. 
( 1 43 ) 
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Evidently, , R. J BL felt t h:~ t the Bi blic ~ l ace mm t of 

the .~eeeianic Era , ae cryotic <:i s it 'lli p-ht be , ;:ind t ;he '1.o bbini c 

;: ccounts com"1only recited during hi s time , were !Alf.cicient in 

their desc r iotivenees. He of fer~ no col orful o i ctuTeP of th is 

er~ , nor doee he ore~ent any specula tions as t o t~e nn t ure of 

l i fe in R true theocracy . He does state some of bi s views on 

i~~rtality , however , on the nature o f the life afte r dea t h . 

fie voiced t he opinion that it i s poesi ble to inter o:ret im-

.nortRJ.i ty a s t he rewa rd g r anted fo r righteousness t lha t mani feFts 

i teelf in t he nemori es of t hoFe who l i ve on . r. f l' ther, for 

exP~ole , i~ rendered im aorta l i n the ima~e t hat re~H ins after 

hiF d ePt h in the l iveP of his s ons. 

~ny 'llBn who h <F no Pons iR cons i der ed as dead , a s 
it sPys in &en. 30 . 1: hGive me children or else I 
di e . " (1 44 ) 

I t iR tol d of R . J BL thRt it we.~ h i s cur:- t orn to c-o and co'llfort 

rno urnerP , but 'lie @:nl y) \.-en t t o co'!l:'"or~hoPe whose r c~l r ti vei: had 

d ied ~itbout h~vinf ~ny child r en , on the bA~i ~ of t 1e ver ~e in 

J er. 2~ . 10 : n-.. eeo ye no t for h i m t ha t ie d ead , nor beinor:in h i 'll , 

but geeo bit ter ly fo r h i m tha t ~oes a way , for he ah, 11 return no 

"!lor e nor see h·s n <'l t ive lrmd. 11 "For he eha l l return no "Ilo r e" 1a 

intero reted to me~n t oat , h~ving no child~en who will live on 

ef ter h i m, his memory could not be k eot a live . (14S) such a 

conceot of imJ'lortali ty , however , i e not common in t he ser .nons 

of our oreac her, fo r he believed in resurrection r·nd 1'ae !DUCh 

~o re definite in this th"'n in the for mer thoug-bt~ on the nr tur e 

of t he a fter-life . 

1. hence do 'We kuow t hat ree:urrec tion is f r om the Torah ? 
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l'l'Oll the Tera• in Pa. 84.5: "Happy are they 1lbo 
dwell in ~ houae; they will torenr praise 'Blee." 
1he nrae doea not sq "th97 haft praiaed !bee" 
(using the paat tenae), but rather "th97 will tor
OTer pra1ae 'JbM"(ua1ng the tuture tenae to con'f87 
oontinuoua action). l'rall this one can 8Ul'lliae that 
reaurreot1on 1• decreed in the 'lbrah. (146) 

'l'l.ed hand in baDd with resurrection are reward and punisblllent. 

li:very man, 1t he 18 willing to lead a righteous lite, is deeern.ng of 

the reward laid up tor him in the 110rl4-to-coae. R1.gbteousnea1s, bow-

eyer, as the.!!!! qua !2!_ ot this reward, is not eoaething tha·t can be 

put ott till a l ater date in the lite ot Jllldl. A.a eoon as he l'litaches the 

point in his thinking where he ie conTiDOacl that there 1e ei th~tr a re-

ward or a punishment laid up tor h1a in the tutuioe, he llll.8t de·~end.Jle 

his course ot action, tor he will o~ be re.ar4e4 in the here1tttar it 

he agrees to o'be7 God'• ordinancea immediateq. 

Dt. 7.ll: "SD be caretul. to obsene the charge, the 
statutes and the ordtnannes that I • enjoin1Dg on 
you tod&7." 

'l\:>day are JOU to do tha, and tomorrow }'OU will receiTlt 
their reward.. ( 14 7) 

This promise 1a all-encompassing in its nature, tor "81'7 8004 4eecl that 

Israel does in this world will be tor 1 ts om beneti t in the wc>rl4-t.o-

come. Righteousness will nner go unrewarded. 

BYei7 good deed that Ian.el does in this world coaea a114 gifta 
teatimo~ in their ta-wor 111 the world-to-came. 9l1a in stated 
in Iaa. 43.9: "Let t.h• bring their witnesses to proYet th• in 
the ri~t." 'Jb1s retera to Israel. "'lb hear their pltta am to 
srq that it is true": this reters to the other nationn. (148) 

1!le reterence at the end ot the aboYe homily to the other nat1c111s la ot 

articular interest to us at this point. we leam directl)- tl't•• 
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this that R. JBL did not feel that reward and punishment were 

t he sole possessions of Israel. The mere fact that the other 

nati ons &re pres ent in the life after dea th to testify in be

hal f of Israel on the day of judgment infers that they, too, 

a re to be i ncluded in thi s ulti m< te · evalua tion of the human 

person<·lity. ohen t a lking of the Messianic Era , R. JBL is ca re

f ul t o men tion that when t h e iles s i a h comes there will be no 

deot h for Israel .21: t he o t her na ti one. He ba sed his supposition 

on t h e verse i n Isa . 25.8: "And the Lord will wipe away tears 

f ror.i e.11 f aces. 11 (149) This e:x oressi on adde to the already 

pr esent univer salistic concept of God a nd demonstra te s tha t, 

even though Israel ba R R Peculiar relationship with God tha t 
~ 

is :no
11
t i n timate in its na ture, the other na tions a. re included 

i n the euhere of influence attributed to God and Rl so f all under 

t he power of Hi s inexorable justice. 

How will t hi s jus t ice ~anife~t itself in t~ e ~orld t o come? 

•hat i s the rewa r d f or ri~bteousne Rs in t he life a.ft er death? 

In the future, God will decla re three hundred and ten 
worlds to be t he possession of every ma.n who ie ri~hteous. 
This is stnted in Prov. 8.21: "Endowing my friends with 
wea lth." ( The Hebrew word for 111l'ealtb" has, a s its 
numerica l equivalent - 310 . R. JBL interprets the verse 
to mean t ha t t he righteou s will inherit tr.ree hundred 
and ten worlds, each of which poeaes aea ell the glories 
i magi na ble t ha t God l ay s u p for those who ~re just in all 
their ways and worship Ri m with R full heart.) (150) 

Fro!':l this we see tha t R. JBL felt that the rig-bteous would certainly 

be rewarded, but he, in bi s d&y, realized the importance of tbe 

problem of theodicy in t he tbinkin~ of mankind and offered the 

following exoTession to allay their fears on this account: 
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't1h::tt i e t be :neaning of t he verse in Zech . 14. 6 : "There 
shall be neither heat nor col d nor f rost?" Thi e refers 
to t he mortal s who e r e • ei ght y (because of their weal t h) 
i n tbi~ wo rln , and who will be light (d i s r egarded ) i n 
the worl d to co~e. (151) 

This could lo~ically be expanded t o include the evil-doer s . They, 

too , will ha ve will be account ed f or in t he li f e efter death , 

but they will have no sha r e i n it s ble ssi ngs . There i s a 

dest i ny l a i d up f or them, howev er, ~nd R. J BL demonstra t ed 

thot all t he nr.mes u sed in t he Bi bl e t o deno t e the ul t i~ate 

i n despai r are , i n r eali ty , synonyms for Geb inno~ , the a s s i gned 

dwellin~ f or t he evil-doe r af t er d ea t h . (152 ) 

It i s oui te clea r, therefo r e , t but F. J BL evi denced a 

definite belief i n the ~e es i ah and an understandi ng of the 

ele nents of t h e l i fe after dea t h . The ;·ee s i anic Ere was to 

be an evidence of God ' s gr ac e and coul d no t be brou~ht about 

by mon ' s ef fo rt s P- lone. He coul d , howev er, i nfl uence Goo to 

h~ Pten its comin~ by evi dencing t he i deals of ri~hteousne s~ in 

hi s d· ily livin~. I m~ort a li ty is God ' s or omi se to r ll ~ankind , 

~ no , in the her eafter, the na ture of which i s not too nebuloue, 

all t he seemi ng inequalities of l i fe i n t hi s world would b e 

counter- balanced by magnificent rewRr ds f or the righteous and 

t l)e :nost severe punish:nents f or those who have f l &unted God ' s 

c om11and aen t e . 

A ~r n 8ucb a s R. J BL who was i n tere Rted i n the occul t, i n 

t he hidden sc ienc e o, who expressed bi s faith i n dreP~s and in 

visions .-bi ch he t ell s t oout hi mself Rnd hiP de'1lingR 11'i t h 11':l ij ah , 
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t he Prouhet, was certainly a man who had ~iven R grea t deal 

of thou~bt to t he uroble~ of angelolopy and the general field 

of e schatology . Thi e intere s t found i ts way into his sermons, 

Pnd r P. f ind Fever~ l i ne t ancea unon which he chose to i nterp r et 

hi ~to rice l eventR and to color the uast of b is neonl e with the 

use of t he '?lost com·aon angelogical figures of h is time . as we 

h~ ve already seen , it was only after R fli ghtening tryst ~ ith 

t he angels that Moses was able to wr est t he Tor ah from t heir 

b~ nds ~ nd to bring it down to the Israelites a t ~ount Sinai . 

( 1 5~) E~en ~fter this traum~tic event jn ~oses ' life, however , 

he w~ s forced to prot ect the Tor ~h f r om SP-ten who desired to 

~rke it qw~y from man . 

\.hen oses c ame down fro~ before t he uresence of God , 
&t an mirne and sa i d to Hi m: "O M.n.s ter of the \• orld , 
wh~ t ha.s haunened to t he Torah? God Fl.Ilswered: "I 
nu t it on earth . " Sat t.n then v:ent to Eprth and a E=ked 
i. t of the Torah 's whereabout s . Ea rth ans"1ered , sio.~· ir:g : 
"God understa.nds its T:'ay and knoY.s its locFJ ti on " (J ob 
28 .2~) . He t~en went Rnd as~ed t~e Ee~ , but the Sea 
an swer P.d that i t di d not h ave it. He then went to the 
Deeu s , but t:1e Deeus tolC. 'l) i •'! t hp, t they di d not have 
it , aQ i~ said in J ob 28. 14, 22 : "The AbJ~s sais : 'I t 
is not in 11e ,' and t he s eH~ s ?ys : ' It is no t Yith 'l'le 1 

. . .. "'b~.J don and Dea t b sc:y : •\', i. th our e a rR we have heard 
but t he r eport of it .' 11 Sn t a n then r eturned t o God and 
ea i d : "~ast er of t te :orld , I have searched t he entire 
ear t h but have been unable to fin~ t~e Torah .• God 
an c-l"ered : "Go to thP ,::on of A'llr &'ll ." Then Sat< n 1'\ent 
t o ~ o i:;e ~ and s a. i d to bi "ll : 11 "..herP. i s the Tor ah tha t God 
bas g iven you ?" Llo ses &n swerGd : "that am I that God 
shoul d have given me the Torah?" God then se.i d to 
..40ses : "You are cert~inly 1:.osee. 11 Moses replied: 
"..:aster of the ".orld, fl re se rved treasure (the l aw) i s 
Yours in which You enj oy Yourself each day . Shall I 
cl<J i m the credit fo1 '?IYSelf? " God answered : "Since 
you have ~1ni mized your own i ~portence , the l aw ( a s o 
re~a rd to you) shall be c~ lled by your name , " a~ it i s 
said in l.fal. 3 . 22 : "Reme~ber the l aw of !'oee e , ?Jy 
servRnt." (1 54 ) 

Thus wa~ t he Tor~b saved f r om the h~nds of Satan through 

~osee • humil ity. Thi s factor will be of i nterest t o ue in another 
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phase of our study of F. JBL, but tha t which is imuortant for 

uF a t present ie the thought that it was possible for Sat an 

to threaten t be security of the Tor~h , ~nd , in doing so , the 

security of I sra el . Our preacher add£ a bit t o h i e de scripti on 

of th e cha r acter of Sa t an in ano t her short homily . 

R.JBL said that "enemies" in Prov. 16. 7: "Wben a man ' s 
weys plea se the Lord , He maketb even his enemies to be 
Rt peace wit~ him," refer s to Satan . Gener ally Bpeaking , 
i f one is br ought up with another for t o or three year s 
he become s closely attached to him; but The Tempter 
g r ows with ~an f r om hi s youth unt il old a~e , and yet, 
if he could , he would stri 1<: e bL11 doYln even when he is 
seven t y or ei f bty. (1E5) 

hlong v i t h Sa tan, one must t ?.ke i nto considera tion the 

ten de Rtroying ~ngels who a r e F l~a ys eager to fulfill their 

funct i on and ro a way ~itb IerPel . R. JBL told of one of these 

i nctanceF t ha t gre~ ~ s e co~seouence of the shameful wo r shi p 

of t~e Golden Ca lf . ( 156) Tbe des~riuti on of them i e most 

vivi d , • nd it i e ~puArent fro M this tha t t he se angels of 

dectruction ul ayeu ~ very reRl role i n the thi nking of the 

The ~ost col orful of al l these references t o angels and 

cont act & \ i th the dead , however , &re tho~e storie ~ t ha t our 

pre# cher tol d of his contacts with Elij ah , the .t- ro9het. It 

was co'll!Zlonly believed thbt Elij ah was constantly abroad in 

the land , ~i nglin~ in the life of t he peoule , s o it 1e not sur

pri s i ng to us tha t we find a homi l y in which our ~ t bbi tells 

of ~ instance ~hen he spoke to the Prophet and ~hen ~i s life 

was directly affec ted by i nterventi on from a~other sphere. 

Ulla bar Kushab we a f leeing from Ro•ne , and he ca roe to 
Lydda to visit R. JBL. The Homan troops followed hi m 
to Lydda , ~nd they said to the oeoJ le of the to1m: 
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"If you refuse to band hi m over t o us , we will destroy 
your vill age." R. J BL went and convinced Ull a to give 
hi~self up. As a result of thi s , Elij ah , who was in 
t he habit of revealing himself to R. J SL, stopped doing 
so . He fas ted greatly , and finally Elijah revealed 
h imself and said: 11\;hy have you done thi e harsh t hing? 
Should I reveal my self t o an informer? 11 'R. . J BL answered: 
" Jae not my ac t dec reed in the k.i shnah? 0 .l!:l i j ah r eplied: 
"Yes, bu t •as 1 t The LUshnah of t he Pi ous? Perhaps you 
~ould do thi s to ano the r , but would you do it to yourself? " '1 
( 157 ) t 

R . J BL also mRkes mention of t he Yet ze r ha- F a and ca r efully 

d elineates t he names given hi ~ in 3i blical traditi on . 

The Yetze r ha-Ra bas seven na!De s . God calls it "evil ," 
as i s s a i d in Gen. 8.21: "The ben t of R mAn' s mind mAy 
be evil from his very youth;" Moses called it "foreskin ," 
as is s Ri d in Dt. 10 .16: "And ye shall ci rcu~size t he 
f o r eskin of you r heart ;" David cRlled it "uncleannes s " 
as i R ~ aid i n - s . 51.1 2 : "Create for ~e R clean heart 
O God , " from this it fol l ows th;:i t i t (the Yetzer ba-Ra ~ 
i s u ncleAn; Solomon called i t "enemy" as is eai d in Prov. 
25 . 21 : "I f your en emy be hungry, g ive him breRd to ea t 
.... Rnd t he Lord will rewa,rd you." Do not read 11 reward 
you " but r a ther "will mPke an end to hi m for you.'' 
I sai~h callen him "obstacle" as is said in I sa . 57.14: 
" Gr?..d« up , gr ade up fi nd cleA.r t he way ; re'llove every 
ob~tacle from t he way of l.1y ueool e;" Exekiel called i t 
" stone " a s i s said i n Ez . 36 . 26 : "I will re'11ove the 
he~ rt of stone ou t of your fle Fh and will Fi ve you a 
he? rt of f lesh; 11 Joel called 1 t "Northerner" as is said 
in J oel 2 . 20 : "And t he Northerner will I remove from g 
you ." (158 ) 

From t he previous example s one might conclude t hat the con

s idera t i on given su perne tu r a l bei ngs in the homilies of R. JBL, 

a l t hough these be not t oo frequent, i ~ indicative of the fact 

thc...t they pl ayed a very rea l part in his thinking . Not only 

di d he feel t hat t hese other- wo r dl y crea tures e~ercieed an 

influence on hu!n0nity from their abodes, either in heaven or in 

the nether wor ld , but he evidence d a belief i n the fact that they 
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were able to circulate e.mong men and to effect their destinies 

directly . They see'lled to have pc111Vers beyond those of ordina ry 

hum~m beings , but it was within their na ture and a part of 

t heir definition that they were reauired by God t o dea l with 

bu•nll.n i ty on the hu:nan level. If thi s •ere not the case , why 

wa s it necessary f or Sa tan to m&l!:e inqui riee regarding the 

hi ding pl ace of t he Torah on earth? The f act t ha t the Yetzer 

ha- Ra i s given seven name s in thE~ Bible, ull of which echo human 

expe rienc e , would indicate t hat tt manifest ~ itself ~ithin the 

reF l~ of human experience and is limited by the will of ~en. 

Ther~ i s not t he !?lightest intimfl tion tha t mankind should be 

r esi gned to t he dominance of the evil spirits in his every day 

livi ng . On t h e contrary, it will only be necessary for man to 

suffer t he ouni shmenti:; brought about by associa tions with evil 

i f ~· n pRr t Pkee of thi s associa ti on willingly. God is constantly 

~P n ' s ally in the ba t t l e ago inst SatPn and the Ye t zer he- RA 

and i s happy to g r ='l nt hi rn victory i f lie iF convinced t ha t man' e 

motive~ a r e ju~t . 

SECTI ON 6: ]?RAYER AND RI TU.AL 

. e mi ght consider ourselves oarticularly fortunate in this 

b r anch of our study of t he life a nd c ontributions of F.. JBL, 

for we a re confr onted by a surp r:Lsing number of homilies in 

which he voi ces hie observa tions a nd vpinions regardi ng the 

nature of oreyer and ritual in b:i s time . 3y the end of the 

Second Century,the Synagogue had already become an e stabli shed 

factor in the r eligious lif e of "the community in Pe.leetine . 
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The adjust~ent made necessary in the liturgy by the evolution 

of a new system of worshi p tha t a rose in the inRtitution tha t 

was to replace the Temple was well on it F way. A liturgy we.a 

e st abli shed, new or ayers bad been added and the people seemed 

fi rmly entrenched in their new mode of worshi p . Our u reacher's 

re!nar ke could well have been rendered by a modern t beolog- i an; 

they a re uttered wi th the nonchal ance t ha t accompanies a 

thor ough acquoin t once wi th the sub ject, and they aesume a pooul P. r 

kno~ledge of the various el ements tha t would indica te tha t the 

liturgy bad already b ecome a common exneri ence in t he life of 

the oeople . 

Ou r subject had no or oblems r egar ding the Pf f icacy of -----orayer. Thi s wa s ~ bPsic aesumntion th~ t ran t hrough Pll his 

pronounce~ents . "I f one 's lios are fluent in nrayer," our 

preacher sa i d , "he ma y res t assured that his words will be 

heard . " (159) From the verse in Joel 2:13: "And rend your 

heart s , not your gar .nents," he concluded tha t if a mt•n would 

lend hi s heart wi th repentcice, it would not be necessary for 

hi ru to rend bi s gar ments. ( 160 ) He not only felt t hat p rayer 

coul d ef f ect the future; it could ulso alter the destin ies of 

those who had li ved i n the pas t . ..hen Htmnab prR.yed (I. Sb.m. 

2. 5) : "He bri ngs down to Sheo l and r ei.ises up ," she was or aying 

for Yor ah , De.. t han and b bi ram, th•~ t God shoul d t flk e them down to 

Sheol fo r their evi l deeds bu t eventually bring the~ uo again . 

(;hrougb her pr ayer)lt i s Raid th~ ~+she s aved this comppny fro~ 
further suf ferin~. ( 161) He WP s ca reful, however, to add the- t 

ur ayer •a~ not the ulti ma t e '!lean s of "'l~n ' s eff ecting A change 
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in God's will. Repent91lce was f a r more forceful a way of convinc

in~ God of one's intentions than was pr ayer. 

Repentence effects complete a t onement, but pr ayer only 
eff ects ha l f atonement. :Vhence do we know t his? 

Jer. 22. 30: "It was decreed tha t J echoniah shoul d die 
childless, but he repented and had children . 11 ( 162) 

Dt . 9.20 : "The Lord was very angry wi th Aaron and 
threa tened to destroy hi m. " (R. J oshua d'Siknin 
expl ained t hi s reference by demonstra ting tha t •to 
destroy" a man i mplies t he ex t i ncti on of bi s off
spring, a s is s een in .;,.mos 2 . 9.) '/,hen Moses pr ayed 
0 :1 baron' s behal f , ha l f the decree was anull ed ; t wo 
Pons died and two s ons re'llai ned a live , a s is shown in 
Lev. 10.2. (163) 

R. JBL al so ~ade statements regarding the history of 

prayer and the mechanic s of the liturgy. He felt t hat , gener ally, 

the com~on divisions of prayer went all t be way back to the 

ti~e of the Patria rchs . (134) 

The ~iorning Prayer Cl'l'?le .from r.br ahrun , our .fa ther, e s 
i s s t a ted in Gen. 19 . 27: "And Abraham rose early in the 
morning and ~ent t o the olace ~here be stood with the 
Lor d. " The word "standing" i s used only T.'ftb reference 
to pr ayer, as is said in Ps . 106.30: "Phi nehas stood up 
Rnd ur ayed." The kfternoon Pr ayer comes f r om Isa~c, our 
f ather , as is stated in Gen. 24. 63: "a nd Isaac went out 
to •nedi tate in the field." The word ":neciitRtion11 i s used 
only witb r efe rence to o r ayer, as is stated in Ps. 102.1: 
"A pr ayer of the afflicted wben be i s overwhel:ned and 
pours out his ol a i n t ( :nedit ation) befor e God." The 
Eveni ng ~ rayer comes f r om J acob , our father , as i s eta ted 
in Gen. 21.11: "He reac hed tbe pl ace ." The word "reached" 
i s onl y used with reference t o pr ayer , as i s stated in 
Jer. 7.16 : "Do not lift up cry o r or ayer i n their behalf, 
nor plead with Ue. " ( 165 ) 

The foll owing a r e some of hi s conclus ions regardi ng the order of 

prayer: 

1 In the morning one ~ake s two benedicti ons before 
tbe Sberna and one after i t . In the evening one 
makes two benedictions b.efore it and t wo a fter it. 
We do this because of the verse in Ps. 119. 164: 
"Seven times daily I pr a ise l'hee." (166 ) Even 
though a man says the Sbema in the Synagogue, he is 
required to say it aga in before going to bed. (1 67) 

r -
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2 It is necessRry to re~e~ber in the reci tAti on of 
the E~et ve-yatsib to s~y the entire pr ayer . (This 
~eans t hat one shoul d ~ lway s i nclude the menti on of 
''the comi nO' out of EO"\lnt 11 11 tl'le Plap-ueez " 11 t '1e 

~ f::: J ' ' 
st>litting of the red Se c;: , " and "the slz:tyi nf2' of the 
first born," All of which are included in the 
Ezrat .rtbotenu .) I t i s al so necessA.Iy t o se.y: "0 
Rock of I sra el an d it s ~edee'?le r. 11 (168) 

3 He who t>ret>ared the ~m1 d~h ureuared i t in it s oresent 
order. The f i rst three blessings and t h e l ast three 
blessingR glori fy God , and t'1e middle ones tell of 
the needs of h is crea t u res. ( 139 ) Ther e a r e eighteen 
benedict i ons because of t he eighteen di scs of the 
backbone . Ther efo r e i t is ne ces s a r y to bow down so 
that each d i sc ~ay be loosened. 

4 The Tor?.b oorti on should be read twice before coming 
to the Synagogue and onc e in t r anslati on. After thi s 
it i r:: nroper fo~ raan to reAd the portion a.long , ,i th 
the congrega tion. (171 ) 

5 If one is to read from the ProDhet s , he ~uet firRt 
read from the Tor ah . One cannot read from the - r ophets 
until th e Sefer Tor ah has been rolled up. The congrega
t i on i s no t allowed to leave until the Sef er Torah ha s 
been t aken away and out in itP ol ace. (172) 

I n the homilie~ we a l so find certP.in set oa tterns of con-

duct for the ~orshi ryoer in the Synagogue: 

1 The :i:usaf service cannot be read e. ft er 2 : 00 ! . l' . 

kll who utt er the ~usaf n rayer after the ~eventh 
hour, Bcrinture says of h i~: "I will ga ther up 
thoae who Ami te you and tho£e brin~ing reoronch 
upon y ou '' (Zeuh. 3.17). "Those v.·ho smite you" 
refers to those who ~ould Plter the apuoi nted time 
of nr ayer . (173) 

2 ~ m'ln aust go to the Synagogue 11orning and evening . 

R. J BL sai d to his s ons: 11 Go mo rnin@ and eveni ng to 
the Synag ogue in order tha t thy days mi ght be 
lengthened. 11 (174 ) 

3 A man must be bu nbl e in the Synag-ogue. 

Ps. 101. 7 : "H e shall not dwell Y. i th~n my house • ho 
oractioes deceit. He who tells lies ~ha ll not be 
established before .ey eyes . " I t is neceRsery tha t 
each man must be humble i n his own house ; bo~ ~uch 
the more so in God ' s house . (175 ) 
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4 ~ e must always be humble ~hen we rise for prayer . 

v. e must not rise for pr <'yer in any other than a 
h~'Tlble nosition. How do we know this? From the 
verse in ::- s. 29. a: " '•o rshi n the Lord in the glory 
of t he Sanctuary . " t• e 'TIU~t not rea d "in the glory 
of the sanctuary,'' but r a ther "in the fea r of the 
Sanctu~ry." (176) 

5 'f. ben a man ore.ye he must f ace the si t e of the Temole. 

I. Kings 6 . 17: "that is, the Temple proper." This 
verse refers to The Temple to which each f ace turns 
in or ayer. (177) 

6 There con be no oartition bet~een those who are 
pr~ying And t he wall. 

· .. hen a minyn.n gathers t o pray there should not be 
any t hing that acts as a partit i on between it and the 
Wall. This is stated in Isa. 38. a: II Then Hezekiah 
turned his f ace to the wall and or< yed to the Lord. 11 

(178) 

7 After prayer, one should t ake three steps backwards 
before relaxing. 

After one hns f inished hie urP. yer , he should take 
three eteps backward, and , R~ter that, he m~y relax. 
(179) 

8 One must w~ it an hour after or Ryer befor e le~ving the 
Synagogue. 

~fter one has finished prayin~ he should WP. it an hour 
in the Synagogue ea is said in Pe. 140.14: "Surely 
t he ri ghteouR shall give thanks to Thy name . The 
uori ght shall dwell in Thy oresence ." (180) 

9 One should avoid rya ssinp beh ind a Syns~ogue while the 
congregation is as orayer lest others think thRt he 
i s shirking hiR r esoonsibi lity. 

A man i s forbidden t o nass behind the Synagogue ~bile 
the congregati on is p r aying . (Ra ~hi: It 'night appear 
tha t he i s trying t o es cape hie duty of worship.) (181) 

R. J3L also ~akee several comrientR regarding factors in the 

service on the High Holydaye : 

1 The man who leads the congre~tion in the recitation 
of the Musaf service --



70. 

',lby is it said in !!ishneh Posh Ha-shAnRh 4.7: 
"When a man passes before t he Ar k ( t o lead the 
or ayer) on a fe s tival day of t he New Year, (not 
he but) t he second blows t h e Shofar. "? R. Alexander 
said in R. J BL's n ame: "We learn it fro m tbe verse 
in Pe. 17.1: 'Hear the right, 0 Lord,' tbi s refers 
to the reading of t he Sberna; ' Gi ve heed t o my cry, 11 

t his refers t o t he j oy of Torah reading ; 'Listen 
to my prayer,' this refers t o the res.d in~ of the 
prRyer; 'which ie not from dec eitful lips ,' this 
refers to the liusaf Service. ~hat is written a f t er 
t his? 'From Thy presence may My judgment pr oceed.' 
Thi s refers t o the blowin~ of t he Shof a r ." (1 82 ) 

2 It is truly God' s will that t he Pries t l y Benedicti ons 
be recited. 

Whence do we know tha t God desires t he recitation of 
t he Pries tly Blessing ? Ae is sta ted in Num. o. 27: 
"So s hall they invoke litiy nR111e in behal f of the 
Israelites, and I will bless them." Each Priest who 
pronounces the benediction is, himself, blessed , and 
he who does not pronounce the benedicti on i s not 
blessed, as i e said in Gen. 12. 3: 11 And I shull bless 
those who bless you." hny Priest who fai ls t o go u~ 
to t he stage (from which t he Priests nr onounce t he 
benedictions) com:nits a ~hreefold transgressi on: 
1) Num. 6 . 22: "Thus shall ye bless;" 2) Num. 6 . 22: 
"Say un to t hem;" 3) Nu~ . S.27 : "So shall they envoke 
Uy name. '' ( 1 83 ) 

There a r e two ho:nilies involvin~ tbe order of t he service 

on the Sha l osb Regalim. 

1 He who had no or onerty did no t hr1 ve t o make the 
pil~ri~a~e t o J e rusal em. 

He who ha R no p r ooerty i ~ r elieved of t he resnonsibility 
of a ppearing i n t he Te~ole . Thie i ~ ~tated in Ex. 34 .24: 
"Uo one shall covet your lA.nd wh en you go uo t o vi s it 
your God th ree ti~es a year." (184) 

2 The fo llowing i e t he order P. nd t~e ourpo se of the 
waving of t he Lulab. 

Lev. 23.11: "You shall wave t he eiheaf be fo re the 
Lord." One waves i t s i d eway e i n honor of Him who 
oossesses t he world . One waves it up and down in 
hono r of Hi t11 1Vho owns t he heavens :> nd the nether
world . (1 85 ) 

Sever Al of P. . J BL' s s t a t ement s on Purim: 
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1 ~omen are required to enter into the read ing of the 
!5egillah. 

~omen a re required t o par t ake of the rePdin~ of the 
filegillah f or they, too , ~ere involved in the miracle . 
(Rashi: Ha~an had decreed that the wo~en and children 
should al so be killed . ) (186) 

2 Even though the '~egillah is read at ni~ht , one muet 
review it t he next day . 

I t is i ncumbent uuon one to read t he !.iee:i l lah Rt night 
ann t o review it during tie day . {Raehl : I n me~ory 
of the ~i racle at which time they cried out their 
trouble s both d?. y And ni~bt . ) This is sa i d in Fs . 
22. 3 : "My f'Od , I cry by da y, but Thou dos t no t -.nswer, 
and by ni ght and get no rest." (Rashi: Thi s i e 
written a s ".A Psal m for the Direc t or flt the Ri sing 
of the Sun '' as is seid in Yo:na 29a regardi ng Esther ' s 
recitation of i t . ) ( 1 87) 

Tbe uosition of women in the celebration of the fe s tivals 

of ~as ~over and Hannukah : 

1 1.omen a r e l;.. l so required to drink four cups of wine 
at t he Sede r ~r t hey , too , were incl uded i n the 
•niracle of tb,.:xodu s . (188) 

2 Y1omen a re required to pa.rt ::--ike in the ceremony of the 
li~ht in0 of t he Hbnnuk~ b light s for they , too , ~ere 
included in the ~iracle of deliverance . (189; 

Some statements regardi ng Circu~cision : 

1 Ci rcumci sion is carried on Thethe r i t involves dPnge r 
to life or not . 

Ps . 44 .23: "But because of thee we a r e sl ain the 
11•hole day lonr ." Thif." hria reference to a .Brit t..il?.h 
that takes pl ace on the eighth day ( i n ~hich there ie 
danger to l i fe , y et it is ca rried out deenite th i s ) . 
(190) . 

2 ~ blessi ng tba t can be render ed at t he Brit ~ilah : 

R. J BL expl~ined that it was the custom in Israel 
thet the congregation used to bless the i nfan t who 
1o1;ae beinf' circu?!lcized wi tll the follo~ing blessing: 
"wry you oe a brother t o seven and a father of eight." 
".h father of eight " refers to nbr ab1-u1 v.ho was the 
f ather of eight - I saac , Ishmael and the six Bone of 
Keturah; "c bro ther of seven 11 re fers t o I sAac who •as 
a brother of sevtn - I shmael and the six sons of Keturah 
(191) • 
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tescriptions of t he customs of mourning : 

1 K' riah can be 9erformed on nothin~ s~aller than a 
h~nd'cerchief. 

II Sam. 1.11: "and !:a.vid ~zed h i s ga r nents and 
tor e them." One crn ~ze nothing- s:neller than a 
handkerchief . "And t ore t3e'D" ; fro"IJ th i s we i nfer 
that it i s necessary to .n£.ke e comnlete division . 
( 192 ) 

2 The foll owi ng customs of !?lou.rnin0 \'ere com,non i n 
R. J BL' s t i me from the inform~tion cont: i ned in ~ 
lengthy parrble c ontained elsewhere in t he essay . 
(193) 

The he~pi n~ of sackcloth over the door of the .0use , 
t be prohi bjt ion a£a1nst tbe use cf any kir.d of 
illumi nati on , t he orohi bition agai nst sleep1:1g on 
an ordi nary oed , w~lking oarefoot , t~e tearing of 
clot~in~ , und si t t i ng i n silence, (194) 

In additi on to the above-~enti oned exorePsi ons of the nature 

of t~e ritual of his ti~e , R. J 3L has left ue sever a l ho~ili es 

deal in~ v·i th vc..ri ou s ri tu ali et 1c exne rience s throu!Z'hou t the cour i::e 

of t~e yeer thht do not fal l in to &ny particul~r cPte~o ry . 

1 The ~allowi ng pr~yers should be r ecite d a t the 
follo~in~ occasions : 

He who sees~ r i ver in P dre~~ ~bouli rise i n t~e 
nornin& nnd sri.y t he ,,er Pe in I sa . 66 . 12 : Behold 
I am extend i ng to her nro~uerity li~e a river ." 
I t 111ould be oos~ible to orec~ thi £ with another 
verse, I sa . 59 .10 : "For he ~hull co~e like a Jent
up strea-:n . " 

He Yho sees a bird i n ~ dreA~ should rise And say 
the verse i n I sP. . 31. 5 : 11 Li"e hovering bi rds , eo 
v.u1 the Lord of Host ~ protect J erusal em." ! hie 
ini gh t be nrece- ded by Prov . 27. 8 : "Li"<e a b ird 
t hat str ays f r om her nes t ." 

He who sees a pot i n a dre~m should rise and say 
the verse i n I s a . 26.14: "0 Lor d , e s taolish pe ace 
f or us ." Thi s m< y be prece\ded With the verse from 
Ez. 24 .3: 11 Set on t he no t , set it on . 11 

He ~ hn sees gr~oeF in A dre~m should rise and eay the 
verse i n Hoe . 3 .10 : 11 Li ke g r apes i n the Wi l derness , I 
found Israel. 11 This m<.. y be prece1ded by the verse in 
Dt. 32 . 32: Thei r g r ape s are noi sonoue gr apes." 
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He who eees a mount ain in a dream should rise a nd 
say the veree i n Isa . 52 . 7: "How beautiful a re 
the feet of t he meeeengers upon t he !'!lountai ns . 11 

He mi ght prec~ t hiP verse with another from 
Jer. 9 . 9 : "Over mountains r e.lee weeni ng and wa il
ing . II 

He wbo sees a Shofar in a dream shoul d rise and saN 
t he verse in Isa . 27 . 13: "On t ha t day "' blas t will 
be blown on the trumpe t ." He mi ght prec~ t hi s 
verse with another f rom Hos . 5.8: "Blow t he Shofar 
in Gibea." 

He who sees a dog i n ~ dream s hould ri se and say the 
verse in Ex. 11. 7: "But aga inst none of t he I s r aelites 
shall even a dog bark ." He mi ght precetfc\ this verse 
11'1 th another from Isa . 56. ll: "The dogs a.r e greedy. " 

He who sees a lion in a dream shoul d rise and say the 
verse i n Amos 3. 8 : "If a lion roa re, who i s not 
afra id?" Ee mi ght preced) this verse with another 
f rom J er. 4 . 7: "A lion has gone up fro~ his thicket." 

He who s ees ha ir-cut ting i n a dream should r ise and 
s ay the verse in Gen. 4. +4: "He shaved and changed 
hi s c lothes . " He rni gh t prec£t8 thi s verse with 
another from J ud. 16 .17: "I f ! we r e to be shaved, 
my strength would leave me." 

He ~ho sees a well in a dream should ri se and say 
the vers e from Cant. 4.15 : "A well of fresh "'ater." 
He ~i€ht precebQ t hi s verse ll'ith another f r om Jer. 
6. 7: "As a founta in wells up i ts waters ." 

He Vibo sees a r eed in a dream shoul d ri s e and say ~he 
verse in Isa . 42. 3: "a bent reed shall no t break ." 
He mi ght orecebQ t his verse with another from I Xi ngs 
1 8 . 21: "You ha ve -:::>ut on trust, evi dent ly, in t he 
staff of thi s br oken reed." 

He who sees an ox i n a dream ~hould rise and say the 
verse f rom Dt . 33. 17: "As his f irstling bul l , may 
!n&jes t y be hie. 11 He mi ght nrecetB this with another 
f rom Ex. 21. 28: 11 I f an ox gores a man or a womi:m to 
death ." (195 ) 

He who sees t he sky i n i t s res tored bright ne ss says: 
"Blessed is He who has ac c ompli shed the act of 
crea tion." (19 6 ) 

.:lishnah Shabbat 11. 47: "A. man is r equired to s ay 
blessing s over thr ee thing s on ~ Sbabbat as the 
darkness comes : t he tithes of the first f ruits, 
the Sabbath boundarie s and the Sabbath lights." 
(R. JBL bri ngs proof for t his sta tement from 
Scripture) ( I 97J 

.. -
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The homil i es the~selves, or the short excer nt s from 

ho~ili eR , t hat a re quoted ebove tel l u s a greet deal about 

t he na ture of pray er and r1 tua l i stic pr actices in the ti .:ne of 

our oreacher. They are of value onl y in t hi s resoect , for we 

l ea rn no thin~ fro m them as they stand . In order for th em to 

have genui ne ~e aning i n a study of Pny indi vidual i t woul d be 

n ecessary t o effect a compa r a t i v e s tudy bet we en th i s nreacher' s 

stAte:nents o.n pr aye r and r i tuc1l and those of his contempor a ries . 

Since such a study i s f a r beyond the scope of thi s di ssertat ion, 

~e must content our selves with t he histor ical infor~ati on tha t 
q i\/tr 

they iaeneer u s . I t ~ust suff ice to say , a t thi s time , th at 

F. . JBL had co~pl et e f a ith in the effect i vene ss of pr ayer as~ 

men.ns of co!11!llun i ng with 3od ; he a l so f elt ";hat pr ayers should 

oe sai d at mc=- ny occas i on s dur i ng the da.i ly l i fe of :m in d i vi du al 

in order that be mi ght c onstantly think in ter~fi of hi~ Creator. 
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THE SOCIAL ETHI C OF F.ABBI JOSHUA BEN LEVI 

The most definite indication of the degr ee of t be maturity 

of a co!'llmuni ty is t he nature of it R soci al ethi c. h soc iety 

t hat is relat ively young i s normPlly ~eighed down by an expa.nsive 

series of legal oronouncements tha t a tte!np t t o include ever y 

exi g ency o f c om:in.ma.l living . But no matte r how complet e thi s 

body of oogri;., :!li ght be , i t will stand c lone as a measuring rod 

for t he veope's conduct. In its har shness and !ts coldne ss it 

will t ake i nto a ccount the gr eat ma jority of t he oroblems t hat 

ris e out of hu~~n associa tions on a ma teriel level . The soci a l 

scienti st cannot l ook for Rny t hing beyond thie until the co'1'1!':1uni ty 

has r ePched R ooi n t i n i ts develooment when it can boast of a 

nersonRli ty of i ts own. At t his ~omrnt in hietory, P sys te~ of 

ethics bep-ini:: tot n.ke fo r'll , a syste:n in w'l'iich l Rw is gently 

refined to the poi n t ~her a i t enco~OBSFes those f ac t orR in the 

life of' 'll:n th:...t do not direc tly r evobre 3bout hi s imrnedi~te 

needs . This sy~tem ~ i ~ht well be called ~ soci?. l ethi c. A 

b reach of ethic s , however, is not ~ l eg~l oroble~; it is not 

p~nisha ole by l aw. On the contrary , the ethics of P. co mnuni ty 

grov1 out of its r el i g ious consciousness , out of t ha t f acet of 

the human personality th~ t transcends the rig i d requi re~ents of 

da ily living Rnd buFies itsel f wi th the eleva tion of the eniri t 

a nd with the gentl e refi nement of t he ind ividuPl and the group. 

· •. hen we aoply thiEI definition of The Soc : a l Ethic to the 

J ewish community , we meet an i muos i ng pr oblem. Law , in J uda i sm , 

was di v in el y revealed and a esu~ed certa i n ethi cal dicta without 



76. 

whi ch it coul d have no meaning . The sta tement in Exodus 

t ha t de·nands of an ind ivi du <-.1 thi::. t be honor bi s f a ther and hi s 

mother requ; r ts of hi ~ that he render thi E' r espect to bi s rya rents 

in every ohs.F e of his exoerience. Ther e i s no dual s t R.ndard of 

conduc t i n t he Jewi sh com'T!Unity . A ~at ter c f. nnot be une t hical 

?nd yet l egal in the f i na l ?n : ly s i s . These two f ectors Are s o 

c l osel y i nt erwov en i n Je~i ~h li f e th~ t i: i F i ~ryoss ible to 

seoa r ;., te the"! Rnd to e t udy each on e a e a uheno1nenon in i te:el f . 

. e ~ust ~uc rd our~elves , however , ~t t h i A noi nt againAt f a l l i np. 

orey to the co.arnon misconceut i on tha t t he de,relopment of J eTi sh 

l aw c~~e to ~ dec i Ri ve end with t he conclusio~ of t he Bi ble. 

The or a l tr~d ition that fol lowed wa s just es !'lTUch hn exuressi on 

of di vi ne r evel a ti on ~R t he written tradit ion hed been. J uda ism 

prid es i t self on oei nr m1 evolutionary f aith t hat can constantly 

adjust to the c h~ngin~ needs of a r&~i oly "la t uring world com

'!lUn i t y . Thi s.uni-d i ·1ension;.l way of l i fe , ther ef ore , t h is 

i naol uole i n t egr ati on of t~~ egt l and the e t hic?. l, b~s oer sisted 

down t hrou~ h the ages , and Jewish !l.w tod· y, :.. lthou~h it i e t bF' 

~reduc t of c entu r i eP o f g rowt h , st il l m? int~n s itA uredo~inan tly 

e t hi cvl np t ure . ThuA , when one Boer.ks of The Soc i . 1 ~thic of 

the J ewi Ah co:mnuni t y , he i s , i n re~li ty , ene" kin!?' of that "'h? Pe 

of Jewi sh l aw th· t h~s been c l f BRi fi ed ;R the "eth ical" by the 

non- JewiRh world . 

Such a conf lict cRn be e~ Rily resol ved ~ith ~ r efer ence 

t o n st at e11en t by R. J 9L regfl r di ng humility . ~ e r ead : "No 

:nan i ~ i-:. llo¥:ed to r o :our a.JI~ hs v' i th ?. oroud ca rr i age , f o r it 

e ~ye i n I sa. 6 . 3 : ' The vbol e ea rth i s full of Hi s glory. 1 11 (198) 
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The f i r st stutement i s defi n i tely ethic<l in nature. I s t here 

a community i n the world today th< t would puni Pb a ~an for 

walking proualy? Ye t , this i s exuectedof a man if he is to be 

~ poei tiv e f a c t or in t'1e lives of those ~ho live a bout hi~ . 

.. ner~ does h . JBL de rive t be ~ utho ri ty f or th i ~ s t P.tel'llen t ? 1ie 

derives it f r o'TI the conce pt in JudHi sm t~~ t hll ~en a r e c r ea ted 

in t he in?.fle of God , <- n'i t '1<! t every man shoul d r eceive the 

r esryect tb~ t one ~ould or dinbrily beetow uoon ~od . Hi s 

s ource for t h iP i F the verse in I saia h : "The ~'1ole e a rth i e 

full of Si s f:; lory . 11 True , ther e is no orovision in J e~ieh 

l a t"I '")tlll i P'i "'m n for walkinF< \"ith a or oud c?rri 3g-e , but 

J ud i An FUUPosee an a dd i t ional reckoninf t h?t i e beyond the 

Rcooe of hu 11<: n Drocl <~'Tlat ione c-. nd hu:rli n stri inge for j uF; t ice . 

I t i e to thi i: rec~i nr- the t t"le oi-ond mm ?. ill be hel d ? ccount

: olP , ·nd t~ere i e ; n even ~ reater inevit~bi l ity involved in thi s 

judf nen t thun there is in e~ rth ly jud~nent . The ethica l , ther e 

fore , ifl not t h:,.t v!lich J ud. i s.n ho)e~ fo r in 1rn , ever · nd ~bove 

the ai n i 1< l reQuire11ent1> of t r.e com1un i ty: eth ica l conduct ie 

reou i · ~c of ~·n to ae treut :n e x tent ~sis le?al concuct end 

i ~ cor.Fiderel? • !1 eau <. lly r uve • nn eericu s respone i o ili ty . Fro'l'! 

th i s it i s evident tha t hu un 11o r · 1ity ~ nd civil l ar f1re one 

: t ~~e ir ou+set ;nd re~: i n o~~ i~ th1're~i~h evP.luP.t ion o~ ~~P Y 

o ~ li~e . If the•• ~ re rp~ rt r t ~ny noin t , it c: n only be a t 

~'le no i nt o~ judF~~nt . In· 11 other rePneots t~ey Rre : li ·e 

as ~ 1ctn rF t brt d eter~ine t~e Jew •p Rn,ro ch t~ l ife; Pt no 

ti ~e is either on e ·ny ~ore ex~l t ed tb~n the other . 

. itb t~is under0ti n~ ing of t he Dositi on tha t The focitl 
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Ethic occu pies in the J ewi sh co:nmuni ty , we ·o~y proce ed t o 

etudy the etbicol oronouncements t hht F . J 3L derived from bis 

trad ition ~nd oerh~ps g~in fro~ such s t udy an in s i ght i nto 

the m~n ond h i s times. For purpose s of convenienc e , the writer 

~ 111 di vide thes e stat ements of R. J SL i nto two groups : the 

firs t wil l de r l with th~ t ~hi ch i~ incumben ~ upon t he ind iv idual 

bec~u$e of hi s n ; ture as am n , tbe second ~roun ~il l dePl wi th 

no rms of hu~~n conduct th~ t ri s e fr o11 the exigencies o f societal 

l iving: . 

SECTION _l : THE Il DI VItU~L 

Gne cf the b&sic r equirenen t fl for rivh t eou1mess is fl 

senPP- o+- shr11~ . I f ;. or.n i s •1nl'illinJ<: t o ad;ii t ,;m i l t to h i"'l-

e:el : : f t er il: v i m cu1nit t ed an unsoci a l hct '.'l e \• ill neve1 be 

~jl e to reboj u~t hi as el f i n h i e r el Lt i onehi p rith God und hi s 

:e1l ow1rn . On t~e other h: na , i f ~ m~ h~s s i nned bnd is 

benui nel y ·u:ohu.ned of l: i s deed , t he doors of .od ' s aercy a r e ouen 

to n i ·.'.l • 

.. by i ~ it th<.t r.hu z i s xeckoned i n t he category of 
r i phteou R k i ngs? ( I s <- . 1 . 1) Because be w~s not devo i d 
o ~ Rbn~P . In ~hat in°tHnce was he not devoid of sha ne? 
.. hen t·1e ?ro'!)het cc...•ne t o r cou'·e hi 11 , he went out to H 

ol·cp ~+- uncl e~ nness ; nd ~i d h i F f~ce t her e , f or ~e knew 
t:i;:.t tbe Shech i nc. vould not dwell in fl nl ci ce of unclePn
ne sr::; . (199 ) 

Self- i n terest ;- lway R brin~P ~F in in itP ~8 ve . I ~ 2 MPn refuse~ 

to extend h i "l!Pelf t 0 o~herP <- nc t"'on e: t :-11 tly bu !" i e s "? i •1E-el f with 

his own needR , he will be so r el y ounished . 

Ecc . 5 . 12: 117. eal t h keot by i t E owner t o h i s o\"n hurt . " 

Th i s refer P t o Lot ( v~o ~a i ted Around ~nd t~ie d to 
save his own weal t h , r nd , becau!"e of t hi s , b i s wi fe 
e ied ) . I f Lo t ~ad l eft i~~ed i ~ tely , he ~ould not 
h~ ve been forbidden to l ook beh ind bi ~ , nnd , ~avi~~ 
done thi R, he voul u not h~ ve provi ded iny rensoc for 
his uuni sh'nent or thPt of hi s wife . (200 ) 
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Cheerfu l nesEl on tbi P e~rth i A 8 ne~n e OT bei n~ a ~Pured 

,. norti on i n t hP v·orld to <"'O'tle . "" ,. n \"ho f'Oe s ooout :-i th a 

e:.ile on his f~ ce per~or~s a Fe rvic ~ t o h i s fello~~~n f o r 

y; l'\i ch he will u lti 1rte l y be r eV'arded . 

. nyone v ho Pi ~g~ ~ song on thi 0 ear •h ie worthy of 
s in~inr i t in ~he v:or l d to cone , :·P i s sai o in :.js . 
e~ . 5 : "Sap~y Lr e t hey ~ho dwe l l i n Thy house , fo r 
the y c:. r e fore1•er :.:>raising The e. 11 ( 201) 

Happine~s , howeve r , i s the d irect re Pult of oos ees s in~ a 

t re:" t a e :-> l of fo r ee i ght. 

Pr ov . 15 . 15 : "For t h e 11ise r aole man , every d r. y is un
h~ppy , but the c heerful m<..n en joyi:: fl oeruetuAl feast . " 

The mis e r Aole ~bn is tbe one who haF no fore s i gh t 
(P.:::. Fhi: "He who i~ n vrrow- mind e d Rn d i 'troetuous and 
is not wi se regardin~ hi ~sel f ~nd othe r A. ) The 
che erful 'tlan iF t h e ~~n v.ho nos 8e~seP i ~ reLJ t d 0 P. l 
of for ePight . 11 {202) 

I T n ~<n iF trouoled , her.ev e r , ~nd he remc i ns cheerful 

d ee~i ~e i ie tri r lP , his i s even< ~ re;~er Pe r vice , for in 'o in~ 

•. nyone wio rejoi ces i n t he '!li J.Pt o t1e trouoles t h?. t 
c ~ ne uoon hi~ oring s sa lv~t ion t o the r orl d , RP i P a& i d 
in I sa . o4 . 4 : 'T oon the "1 h<1ve '1"0 °t1< yed of old t ha t 
w0 "li f"h t be F:wed . '1 (20~ ) 

R. J 'gL once Pt :< ted t h? t if ?. rro r d v•a.s worth A e>el 8 , then 

Pil en c e W3.S certa i n l y \':'o r th tv·o ~ elt: l'.:_i'll. ( 204) l!e obvi ouely 

nec-nt t hllt t.'1 ere a re n; ny th i n. s that ,-ii ght v ery well be l ef t 

uns~id . h~ong these · r e t h e wo rde o f t hose who c lirry evil 

r euor t s : 

Five t i rr.ee i A the word 11 l a\\ 11 used with referenc e t o 
le1ro sy : 

1) " This i s t he l a \'\ of the ol;, t, ue o f :;,,epr osy ." 
{Lev. 1 3 . 59 ) 

2) "Th is shall oe the law o f tha leoer . " (1 4 . 2 ) 
~ ) "Thi s i s tneh.aw ?f h i m in whorn i s the o l a.r ue of 

leprosy . " ( 1 4 . 32 ) · 
4) "Thi s i s theb.a w "'o r a ll m:>nner of the Pl Rgue of 

lep rosy . " ( \ 4 . 54) 
5 ) "Thi s i s t h e 11nv of l eprosy ." (1 4 . E?) 
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11 Thi s shall be the l a.w of t he leper" 'neans tha t thi 1=1 

~hal l be the l aw of h im who utters evil reoorts . 
( 205 ) Th e fi ve- fold reoitition of the word "Tor ah" 
i n t hi s ~P. tter i s intended to t each you the t if one 
indul ges i n ca lumny , it i s as if he t r~nsgresse s t h e 
five books of th e Torah . (206 ) 

.... no th er g r oup of wor ds t b1 t rneet wi t b gener a l di saoprova.l a re 

those th?. t go to mak e up a dece i tful statement . 

He who sue aks deceitfully ~hould not spe ak Hgain until 
be has ~toned for t he mA tter. Thi s is s t ated in PA . 
50 . 20 : 11You s it down and sueak ~g<.in i:; t your brother, 
Aga i ns t t he son of your wo tber do you utter slander." 
.hc- t does it s ay further on ? "':!hat righ t h~ve you to 
recount .ly statute s ? ( 50 . 16 ) "I will correct you and 
set it f o rth in your sight." (50 . 21) "Consi der thi~, 
t hen , 0 ye who forget ~od J lest I rend and there be no 
one t o re ~cue . " ( 50 . 22) l207 ) 

n third type of soeech i n Which a m~n shoul d never oar t ake is 

".;iv t V'hi ch in•1ol ves toe u tterance of r enrehenei ble v;-o rds . 

~an !lJUqt never utter a reor ehenFibl e word , for , behol d , 
Scr i nture circumlocuteR ei~ht l!tter ~ in order no t to 
u tter Pn i ndelica te exnressi on , aR i P Ra i d in Gen . 7 . 2 : 
"Of t 'le c«ttle t~a t P. r e c l ean Rnd of those thPt a re no t 
cleen . 11 ( F.1rnh i : "The t ~:xt aces not s t ;:ite ' unclean ''.? 
( 20 ~ ) 

Generosity ie another attr ibute tha t is reaui red of the individua l 

if' he is to eng:.·&:-e in the ethi cal life . 

One cnn never use t he wine cuo to bless unl ess he is 
of a ~ene rou~ di Fuosi ti on . Thio iR Ptated in I rov. 
2~ . 9 : 11 The mn.n of kindly eye will be blessed f or he 
gi vef:' of bis bread t o the poor . 11 One should not read 
"will be blessed" but r Rt her "wil l bl ess ." (209) 

J ust a s g ene rosi ty i s required of hi m who would engage in 

r itual Rc t ivities , so i s it s t ated thAt ev e ryone should gua rd 

thernsel ves agP i nst having any soci Al r 6la t i onshi ns with on e who 

mi ght be described as bei ng envious or narroi''- •11inded. 

How do ll'e know tho t even birds recognize envy (end 
disda i n it)? Th is is s ~ated in Pr ov. 1. 17: "As 
the net i s ba i t ed i n va i n in the eyeP of ~ny bird, 
s o a r e tbe ways of anyone who i s f- re edy of gain." 
(ria.sh i : "For even when the t r a.ooers:; s ee the bird s:: 
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in the nets , they cannot enjoy their meal s . 11
) 

~nyone who accept s ho~pit ?..lity of men of ni5gardly 
spirit t r ansgresses a prohibitory l aw , as is sa id 
in Prov . 23. 6 : "Dine not with a mieerly man . " (210 ) 

The ethical personali ty is a lso to be knoTil as a d i l i gent 

man , for such a li f e will surely bring a rewa rd. 

?rov . 12. 27 : 11 The slothful man will not secure his orey ." 

EFau soen t t ':le whole de y catching deer And truesing 
the~ , but en angel came and freed the~ ; he also tied 
birds t oge t her , but an angel ca~e and l iberated the~ . 
~f hy was this? Becau~e it iF written: "But t he diligent 
rnirn v•ins nrec ious we;.-:1 th ." This refers t o J acob who 
was the glory of t he world . The anpel s ~ade it poss i ble 
f or him t o co!De 1.nd r ece ive t'l!e blessinF" thnt had 
been determined ~s bis from t he beginnin? of t he viorld . 
(211) 

Even t !'louf!h , in this inst ~nce , t he ?.ne-el s ~Pd e i t 11osei ble 

for J ~coo to ae$ume hiq ri~htful ul P.ce in history by fru~trat in~ 

~he 8tte~~te of Esau to fu lfill his f a ther ' s wishe~ , our ureacher 
Al,l.1°1(~ 

?d"'lo:ii ~h es ~ me nbe~ of hie cong regRt i on to rel y uoon their 

O\\n :neri t if they seek to &.c comuli sh anything and not to de oend 

on hel p from the outsi de th:-.l t !D i e;h t be brought about bec etuse of 

the .:ieri t of t heir f a t he rs . 

I sn.. 38 . 1? : "Lo, i t was for !!IY·welfare tha t I hod 
g r ea t bitterness . " 

Even when God guar?.nteed Hezeki ah peace, it was bitter 
with him (because the ma tter de1)ended on t heti1eri t of 
hie f t t her s and not on his ov:n ~erit} eince he requested : 
"Reme~ber , I pray , ho~ I used t o wal k befo re You, in 
t ruth c>nd i n s incerity of heart." (I sa . 38.3) ( 212) 

SEO TI ON ~: TEE COMl .. 1JNI TY 

Ethi cal nronouncements concernin~ the conduct of c>n in-

individual within the confinee of hi~ ur ivate life would have 

little meaning if they could no t withetand the test of being 

expanded into co~una l terms . The statementP that our ureacher 
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r enders rega r ding the ethical . wo.y in which a !nan YaUst direct 

h i s life i n a societal sense are juet such ex tentions . They 

dea l v. i th many different problems , but the r e is a common theme 

running t hrough them a ll~ the entire com·nun i ty is a. reflecti on 

of uod ' s gl or y on earth , and it is incu~bent u pon man to Rpend 

h i s days striving to crea te ~n atmospher e in thi s counnunity that 

•ould ~oet cloeely apuroximete its t enor if God , Ei nself , wer e 

~ ne~be~ of t he group . 

Soc i~ l welfare and cha rity we r e very i 'nuortant -oi:> rt s of 

t he co-n•aun< 1 structure in ?.. . J BL ' s ti'11e . Bel i eving th<>'!; when 

God ble~seF , He co ~~ so i n rent me?.su re , r no t h<t wh en ~e cursec , 

<:e r1oes so t o· a n even g reater exte:it , ( 21 3) the pri nciple evolved 

th· t i t i s ~ re liviou ~ du t y t0 he l p t~e uoo r , ~ nct t h i F, ~bo7e 

Fl l other dutie~ , wa s not to be forgotten . 

Le t no t t he r eli ~ious duty connected ~i th ~he ooo r 
ever see ~ uni .nortnnt in your eyes , for t he l osi; of it 
entnilF t~enty -four curses , and t he reward [ iven for 
i)erfor mi nf i t ent : il s tt·erity- four r ewc.rd F. rr.:-. t the 
lose o~ i t entail s twenty- f our curses is seen in ?s . 
109 . 6 : "Set thou a wicked ~n over hi m, " dnd the 
ent ire co:ltent of t h i s n•rticular ?slam. ¥."by all of 
thi e? Bee: u0 e of th e etatemec t i n s . 109 . 16 : "Be
cau ee he hath re •·1e1ber ed no t to oo kindness . 0 Th< ~ 
t he rev•ard g. iv en for perfor"!l i nf:. i t en tc. il s tv.enty-four 
blessint'-P ic noved by the text in I sa . 58 . 7 : " I t i s 
not t o deal thy bret>d t o t he hun1ny . 11 (The word ui::ed 
~ere f or "deal 11 i$ ";"le sa!ne '"ord used for "re"'; rd . ") 
( 214) 

nno~~ er expreP Ri on of the re~rrd gr bnted to hi~ w~o Fives to charity 

i 0 f0und in the foll owing homi ly : 

Everyone who accusto~ed to t he riving o ~ charity will 
have son° ~ho a r e weal thy mer: , .nen of v·i edon nnd ·nen 
skilled in ~gad~ . ~is Rone ri ll be ~en of wiedo~ be
cauPe of that whi ch is writ~ en in frov . 21. 41 : "He 
who follots a fte r jus tice and kindnes s wi ll find life 
~rosperity nnd hono~ . 11 
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Find in£ li fe is t :e equiv:1l ent o s- .. indi ng \isdo'.ll , 
oecauFe of th<-t \"hi ch F.rt shi says : '' .nll wl'io ..,ind 'ie 
fine li:'e . '' :t i s sons '"ill be •11en o .... weal th oecause 
th~ verse ~cntionR oro sperity . His sons ~ill be 
Ekiller in A~~d~ bee. use the verse ~entions honor . 
(: ... v :- '!"Ii : " In~ t hei :r .:"'eachi nr :md dra~ i "'IL. out of t"e 
"1eart , all Vii l l '1ono1' the CJ . " ) (21~ ) 

I f c, "!l: n st:.bP.cribes to charity u.nc! :':'il~ t o car ry out 'r'. i e re s ,r n-

ribili~y t~e Ri n i s [reater t'1rn i t ~oul i be had h e neve r co~~itted 

'. i'?iSelf . 

Ecc . f . f : "Let no t your ~ou th brinF you into ein , 
• nl' s ry not beforl'! the ·nessen1 er : ' I~ Wv8 H .i st <.. '·L . ' " 

'!"r: is ::-efe r s to t~ose Y- ho nu bli c ly undert<.t:e to f:Ub
scri oe -o ch• ri ty <-n:i ic "10 "" O'l y . (:16 ) 

re~~lst evi l s ; the civic 1jnded in~ i viJ~<- 1 eboul c t~ke tvery pre-

c~ .J:io. to .):;ever. t it . Thi e i nclud.Js c.. 11 f or-ns , s- sexual i :n-

o::-::.li t) :or ere!"! st.ch ineti.nce tend" t o ~; estroy the co 11munr.l 

Ftr.Jctu1·e . 

. ·1y i~ t'1e t~ l -nu i c truct<.J.te regardi'r)g conePnfu ineous 
rel: tions~ ioF J l .ced ne xt to t~P. tr~ct~te de· lirg \it~ 
"olineFs :' GT' l y :0 :e· er you tr::.t i r. eve: y c AFe rhe:re 
)°OU fi:-1r . : enf"e C..[:o<.. inP~ cexu: 1 i 'n'lO'.r~ li ty you ~lSO 
s-inv s<Jnct i ty . { .... 17) 

I n ~ore i:ne<'i:"ic ~er ic , a •!i:n is c:cution ec'I regrrciinr tl-i re e t'1 i n@"G 

i~ i~ i P to be ~i s d e Pire t o nrctec hi s f·~ily fro~ the te no t a-

tion~ 1 ~ sexu<l i ~1orality . 

R.J3L e~ i d t h r ee t i nf 0 in ttc n~1P c ~ t'1e ~en of 
Je~1~Ple~ : ~o not fre0u~n~ t~e roof~ bec~u~e ~f +he 
ex c>•nole of tre post (:'·iFh i : ":J· vi n oJ'1C 3-th~reba"). 
F.~s t~y d· u~hte r co~e os- Rge ? Set t hy ~1 ,ve fr~ e ·nd 
~ive hi ~ to he r As a hueb·nd . 3e ver y c e reful re
l':ardL r you1 ''< ife f'nc he r first husbRnd . (218 ) 
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h ~Pn ' F eexual life is a Aacred th i ng anu i e not to oe 

b~ndiec · bout in conve rsati Jn~l tones . If thi P iP t rue of ~n 

ordi na ry "llW'l , h oV' 'TIUch the inore so of a sc hol a r . 

~nyone who discusse s t he sexual 11 ... e of a Fchol~r in 
ouoli c wi l l f e l l i nto Hell . Thie is etcted in Pe . 1~5 . 5 : 
''iind thoAe who m~.f.i t he ir ways crooked , ~ey t~e Lo rd 
~'la~e the 11 go l"i thfl .nal efacto r s . ?eace be un to I er a el.' '' 
2ven ?'hen I srael is at ')e~·c e , God 1'"ill "'l~ V:e such oeople 
go ritb the ~a lef&cto re t o Pell . (319) 

Si nce 'llCJl c: llR u ryon '; OC "'; o blec-e hie t"lc rr i ~rre vor.P , t:ii e 

cond iP one of t~e -nost snnc~ified contr~c t F in "hich fl "'l<::: n c ;c n 

engP~e . 3e i r.- o! euch? n· ~ure it ,~~es cer t r in reouire~Pnts 

o~ t ~e in~ iv1 ~u 1 OI~ in~ry cont r~ ctP ~ould not n~ Jr P. . Tbe 

ife i~ coneiderec t "":e eoui"l:::lent o ... ner-ce to ;- ·-:Li n (2 ") ~nd 

'lUFt be tre<t cd ~i th :~e ut 1os t reeoect . 

Ar.y "J1rn \"ho co"!l:Jels h is wi:e ... o h··ve i ntercou::- F' e v:i th 
h i •n f 0 r t"ic S'- e of tte c o ll'TI<..nd r.ep + ''"ill hPve decrenerPte 
cb ' ld:::-en . ( 221) 

I ... ~ ~-n ie n rried t o ~ ri~~t~~Uf ~a~~n P-no doe~ not 
~rve i~~ercou1 ee 1i~h her , he is c onsi dered : e A 
f in!ler. (2ZG) 

: r. conclus i on or: e '1i E:1t \\ell P:.J t hal: it ie necessary fo r 

ev~ry .1" n to 1 uc..rd hi.~self r.i.g<.. in s t tr·Jnsgr e e s i on for h i e own 

!'el : a re a nd f o r t!-.e ger.eral " elf P.re of t:ie c o!'ll mlni ty , out , 

i nplicit in ever) )~e of :~e ~oove state~entE , if' the t ~ought 

-~~:a ~? r. ' 0 ree "JO~~ i oil ity to h is CO!!l."!ttln i ~y d o e s not stop ~ith 

::.ie ; i: .Tc.e-t e.x:er.o i~eelf -:o :; r e; ")') in t \• he r e e:ch individua l 

:.11 ·oeco·-:e a one- 11an l')Olice .co1ce d edicated t o gu: r o i rit= 4.. ,ne 

ent ire co !j m..ni ty fro i i::inn in~ . '!''11 I:? i P t '1e i dea l of tl;e soch 1 

e:r.ic . 
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La'n. 1. 6 : "Her princes are beco:ne like hart s , nnd 
they are g on e wi tbout streng th before t '1e our1.=1uer . 11 

Ju s t a e harts turn t hei r f a c es , on e beneath the other , 
in t i "!le of intense be P. t , so the eminen t men of Isr·.el 
r.oul d see a transgression c o:nnitted out turn t heir 
f~ces away fro~ it . uou s a i d to them : 11 Ii ti ue will 
co.ne v.-hen I will do the s~ ne t o you . " { .. hen they went 
into c apt ivity , they wer e like pastureless harts , but 
Jod turned ~i f f ace fro~ th e~ .) (223) 
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StP..rui\RY 

Rabbi J o Phua ben Levi , ?. Third Cen t ury Pales tini an 

n~ora , l ived mo ~ t o f hie li f e in Lyddh. There he d irected a 

s chool , ~reached and t aught. In hiA l a ter da ys he l ef t Lydoa 

-"or Sepnho:-i A to ftO t o l i ve v ith hi s E: On JoA enh '"·ho WPS n~ rried 

to t he daughter of J udnh t he r rinc e . ~ l thoup.~ he was no t e lwayE: 

i n Lccord ~ ith t he polic ~ eR of the PatriRrc hA te , he en j oyed a 

pos i t i on of ~reat re spect in the co"'Pruni ty <· nd , occasional ly , 

r ep re eented t he Jers in matters of n~ t i on~l i mportance a t the 

~ our t fl in Rome . 

H&ving studied with t he mo s t lea rned men of hi s ti ~e , he 

ca rr i ed on t he t rhdi t i on of cchol ar Ahi o ~n J ewish life end gave 

f r equen t evi denc e of hie extr RordinAry atility in his ho~ilies . 

~e V P.S ~ versatile ore~che r , ~nd he used , Tith fe~ excent i ons , 

111 the for'!lR 0 f t extual exeFe si a 1mrl ho•ni leticAl development 

no~ulPr during h i R tine . Our ore; cher w~A ~oet ~ rticul~te 

r eg:-rdini; hiF theol op-y . Gon, t o h i '!l , wa s kind anc £:'enerous , 

n?nifectinp- :ii>n sel f d irec tly in the af fa irs of' 111: nkind ; P.e v-ae 

E God o f um.l ter • ol e jui:; tice and inexor P-ble venpeance , but 

thes e QuPli ti es were con&-t?..ntly te~nered with His a ttribute of 

~ra ce. Bound to ~~n wi th rn unbre~~ ble c ovenant , God hAa 

dedicPted Hi!nse l f as ~ua rd , ~e~ner and Protector of all His 

crec.i. t ures. 

The Torhh was God ' e speci ul gift to I srael and was , 

wi tbout douot , the 111ost i .nportant cingle rel i g ious A.rtifice in 

I srnel ' s cul ture . I t bound I sra el to God and made of her God ' s 



87 . 

peculia r p eopl e , jndispeneable t o world history and blessed with 

e ~i ss ion . Al tbou~h the n a~ur e of t hie ~issi on ~i~ht be ~ bit 

var-ue in the homilieF of R. JBL , he obvi ously concluded t hA t the 

T-ell-bei n~ of all the wor ld w~s directly nr ouortionHte to I sr~el ' F 

ooFi tion in i t . Th i s ~lone , t he t a ek o f R c t i n~ A P An exR ~ol e for 

t he other net ion e , i~ mi ee i on Pnouph f or any oeoole. 

Since P. J BL was so:newhat of e !'!lY s tic , pcou;i i nted ,..i th 

the occult end the hidden sc i en ce s , i t i s n~ tu r 1 t ha t he Fhoul d 

evi denc e P dr i ving i nt ere st i n t he li fe nf ter d ez t h ~nc i n the 

proble 11 of t he .1es s i ah . :ie expressed an i :noellinp: beli ef i n 

b0t h t":e ee conc e ot e &nd l ooked c. t tbe!ll <. s t he only l ot' i c fi l 

o~nP. c~ef t o t he i neQu ali ti e r o r evalent i n d~ ily l i ving . ~ie 

:heol o~ic~ l vi e~ F were l iber~lly in1es t ed with vi vi d ne s crioti onA 

o ~ t~ e o~rt ~b~ t ongelP ~l • y i n the d eter ~i n?ti on of hu~an~ 

dee tiny . Ee fel : t !'l•· t t be an6 el s possessed ~n< ·ny oo·\lers oeyond 

t hoF e oi nwk i nci , ou t t hey , none t r.eles s , v-ere oounJ by t he l •·""s 

o ~ justic e · nd 'io r ·"li t y i!l ::- 1 1 ~!'l e i !' deelin;z-F '"'i t h hu .,R ni ty . 

: i n could ~ couieece t~ t he 1 orce P o~ evil o f ~i F ov~ wiolit • on , 

Ju t , un·er no circu~st~nc eP , c culc he b e comoelled t o do eo . 

It ie not su rnr i F i ~~ t~?. t f ~?n e~ Pens i t i ve PS waP ? .J3L 

Fhou l d ryo pse FF a uro ~ouno ~Pnrec i P ti on o~ t~e e t~i cPl v~ luef th?.t 

l~y ~e!"li nc <~11 hu:n?n c-c ti vi ty . ~e sei zed ever y OO'")Ortuni ty t o 

s t r ePe t '1 ese el e~entF i n hi f Fer nons Pnd con ~ tP ntly d e~on~trr ted 

:n? ~ ei ~ol e obedience :o t~e 1~7 v~ s ,e · n i~kl e F P i ~ no : a cco~o· ni ec 

by co~'")e ll in~ e t hic~l con~icti -ns . 

?. . J 3L '")l ~yed so i~or :hr. : u Tol e duTi r.f ~iF t i ne a r.d d i e 

so w ch to color t "i e evol vin · t r adition of JudP i s :.o t ha t he ba s 
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been i :!lmort?lized in legend . In -qpbbinic sto ries it is said 

of b i ~ tbAt , whil e yet a live, r.e vi~ited ?3redi~e ~nd Gehenna 

end returned to giv e a reoort on th~t which he foun d there . 

r. s l?te ?. s ~he Nineteenth Century , in d i ~tent ,~ 'tleric ;:,_ , :i grec> t 

poet sav· fit to mention hi m age. in enc to t ell of' h i s e:xnloits . 

Thi~ i ~ only f i t t i nr- , however , for he was a g i ant on t he earth 

anJ certrinly r.orthy , in h i s own rirht , of t~e merit th~ t T.as 

r ccredited to hi~ . 
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AFPENDIX 

fu..BBr J OSHU.h BEN LEVI n~ LEGEND 

The l evende extant regard in~ R. JBL deal mainly with t he 

events th~ t took Jl~ce in bis ~s~ociFti ons ~ith Elij ah , the 

Prouhet , .• nd '"i th the ,.ng el of Death. Thi El f irst v r ouo of 

le~ ende is quite si~ilar to the rest of ~he ~fadas t hA t were 

··f'!< i n~· t·1e roundi:: of h" ec'1oole o: 3?bylon c-nc P~lePtine re

~R rd in~ the sages in , ener 1 ;n<l t '1iF 2ncien t oronhe t ho WP A 

cone·~ntly viFitin~ earth. Thie i ntenPe con€ i n erat i~n ~ · s 00 r n 

curi~f' t""e e· r l i l"i=:t ~o:nent~ of IFrael ' F hii=:tory , i. e ., that 

~lij ~~ . tne ~ ro ohe t va s not dePd , and thP.t he r e s t~e sou rce of 

~~ny vii::ions i n hi ch the ex oe r i ences o: neeting ~ith h i~ we r e 

recou;itec co t'la t t '°l ie conceot 1i h: oe f'.)rtP"ie -'5 · no C"! r. r ified . 

I: iF not euror i si~~ . :terefore , hat quitP a nu~ber o~ l egends 

s~ould have ~row~ uo c oout ~ . J3L' e ~seoci ~ t i ns wit~ ~lij ah ; 

this ic 11 t ne no:e · n~ers t~nduble ~ ~en on> t~kes 11 to c on-

re JU t· ti on for 

".'-.j ::self ;..e. one: wno n . f: '~ ell-ac l.u;. inted \·it'l "; o; e '" i dd e"1 PCiencei: . 

tte~e t·le~ o: t~e ~e e";inf s ~1 ~~ ElijP~ , t~e ~ ~o ~h et , '1iP ~eriodi~ 

-: ei ~ f - o :he Pyna•o~-ue , nd t~P in~tructi~n v ~ich t~Py r ~cei7ec 
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of t he ;ne cdotes reg? r d ing t he ~s~oci . tion of the TannR i ~ ~ nd 

the 1 •. norf it; l'itb El'..jab . 

The ~ollovint ere typi cr l of these l ee ends : 

1 ; . J3., .,. aP s-t<- na i nf v:i ~h i!.li j• h on 1.. t . Car 1el. Ee 
eaio to h i n: '' ,,.ren ' t you f" o i nt: to Pho~ -,e tl-ie 
c'~1<lceC.ony stones ? " ( .... :.4) i:lij&h Hnevered 11 Ye s , 11 

r•nn he PhO\"'ec then to h i m t1')rou 1) r "li r. cle. rhere 
iP i Ptory of ~ Phi a ti: t ~~e croPPinf r [r~ t se~ . 
. . C!'UPhing Y'ind h it it , : nd it \'1 c~ c· st ; bout . 
':'he r e wa~ P yount_ ::eorev boy i:bo: rd , . nd El ij ;;h 
reve< l ed h i ~self to h i i . ~~Paid to the boy : 
11 I f you v1il l b e my rne Asenger I ''ill Pti'I<" th is 
rhio beccuse o f you . 11 T'1E> ')OY ··freed . ~l-en he 
sn i d 0 -.... i 'l : 11 GO ~no chol ';;'H•Pe c":· lcedony e:tone P 
to -= . J ~: . ~e lii;rep i n t he tov n of :.yd~<• , but do 
no"" s-"Vi"" the'!! to h i ·1 ther e : r: t 'H•r orinr h i -, to 
".:1-1< .. C' ve -:, .:- :.vdc ~ • r.i' t'l-ien 1:'10"' '1 i tl-tc Ptor.€€! . " 
The boy 1 e~t and PP id to F . J 3L: "Co "le it\., "IC . II 

.. hen they reached tte c:•ve he e"iorec h i 1 ".:"'e Pton eE" , 
rnd i ~ieC.iP tely r ll of :yddR bec~'le bri.~~ ~it~ t~eir 
:: 1(nt . (a:s ) 

2 ~. JSL ~e~ Elijuh ~bil e he W?S e t nnd i "'lt r t the foor 
o -f' t~e- Cf"'" € o ~ ? . Sh'.. 1on b . Yn,.. ' .• i . '!.le E'~ id to ':im : 

1 81:;111 I "'nte!.' :'"'e ~i:e ~o c o11e? 11 
.... lij c.h renl i eC. : 

I: it i::o :leEtse God . " ~ . JBL :l-it.r. Aaid : 11 
.. • ice I 

'1~. ve see-: v~e .. ese:i:...t , : n~ ""lre e ti r.es I b · ve he< r d 
~i s voice ... he"'l \'ill ht. co'!le? " :lij~ ..... ~n£..-creJ : 
11 }c, ar.w c.s1· h : .• " '13ut w\.;er ii:: ~e? " 11 

•• t the _a tee 
Of !-i.O.!le . 11 

'
1A!:C \·:1:t ir bif 11 r('? 11 llUp l='itS ; .. .:ong, 

the ~retchec rho 2re 11 den Yit~ ric~nesseF; &11 
:he ot'1erf" U!1cover t' 1.i:::- v our.d~ anc. t'1en bin.., the ·a 
up <•t}- i l~ , :)U t he uncovers r nd .Ji ? d s u p e~ch one 
seuPr<> tely , :'ur he thin1-:A : ' Lest I i:houl ~ be Eu.- oned 
rnd be ct: t <.. i r:ec 1 

1 11 Then r .J3L v.•e':'lt < 1 s< i d t o bi -n : 
11 :-eEl.ce oe \'i-:1 thee , -'"Ster :>nc ·boi. 11 "?e<..ce oe 
'."ith yoi.; , € Or. o: Levi. 11 He us:·e d : .hen i e t': e . -< r ter 
co.!li"lg-7 ;r!_; the esEi •~. r e"'>l i ed : ·•Today . " ; .J3L 
returned to il ij ~h "ho· s~ed : 11 .h~: ai( ~e sry to 
you ?" F. .J5 L onsv e red : 11 Pe-ce Oi"' "' i t h you , son of 
Levi. 11 i::!..ijc..'1 then sait.: : '' I n do in,. th i s be a~sured 
to JOU ; •. c yjur fa tier <. )0! tion o~ ~\e ' ' Orl d to 
co.,e . " r: .J 3L fa i d : 11::e F> olr t- frilPely to ""le f o:- he 
c • i d re V Oul C CO":e '.:OC: )' 1 < T11.. :,e t:- ~ not CC 'le . 11 

Elij<:.h reolied : "~e ..,..e;...n t toc:y , ' i! ye '1ecri.·en Lo 'y 
·ro ice. "' (?s . 96. 7) (2.~6 ) 

~ ElijA~ ~nd ~ .J3~ PRt te~r'l-iin~ . :~"'voice o• =. S~i~on 
o . '' re"• i : e< c":ec +"Je.'i fro., ~ePv e"'l r ~ "1F OR Rsed by . 
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They sa i d : 11 Behol d , tbe •fl' ster o f t r 3d i t i on 
co~es . Let ue r i se &nd aR" h i ~ a que~t ion . They 
r o s e and s poke to h i m. Ee sa i d to Elij a.b : 11 1.ho 
i F this ·na n \" i th you ? " .El i j ~h r.rsv· ered : "H e i s 
r . J 3L , one of t he 'llO Pt f CJ."!lO U F r11en of t hi S 1:, e r: e r a -
t i 0!1 . 11 _ • ~himon r epli ed: "Has a r oi nbow <..uue a r ed 
i n h i s l i fet i me ? '' ! . . JoL arn;wered : "Yes . " 11 I f 
t hi s i s so , 11 ~. Shi~on o . Yoc hf i r eplied , 11 h e wi l l 
no t be priv ileged t o s e e ~Y f &c e , f o r i f r r~ in bow 
ha s pp eared dur i ng hi ~ li f etime , i t i s a £i ~Jl t ha t 
h i to .aeri t i s not suf f ic i ent to i nva lida t e t he e di ct 
of t t. e fl ood . Th i s d i d no t h· ppen i n my ti ~e o e-
cc.use the r e w ~ s no need f or i t . 11 

( 22?) 

Th e fol l owi ng i s o l egend concern i nr P c onve r sati on th~t 

~ . JSL hel d with t he h ilc e l of De a t h : 

R. J BL was i l l , ~ nd he c a l led t o t rie ~. 1¥'-el o.c ':'e a. th : 
11 Come , me y Hi s ,.,ill be d one ~ 11 . hen t be .~ngel o f 
Dea t 'h :.oue n.red t o n i 'Yl , : . J 3L ?. ~)red : 11 Shov1 !!le my 
-;)l l' ce i n F~ radi 8 € . " Th e 1.nr e l o f !:1e~th ?ere ed t o 
f o ~o . 3 .J3 L t hen sa i d : " Gi ve ~e your kn ife lest 
you f r i Fhten ~eon t~e r Ry . 11 T~e an£e l of Death 
i;r<nr e i t t o h i m. .hen t hey a r r ive d t h P .. n r-·e l of 
r efl t h lif ted R. J13L u o on t he \"al l -ind s howed h i m 
his ol ac e . B.JBL r an a nd fell t o t he o t beT e i d e of 
the wa l l of Far~dise . T~e 1na el o f r e nt h t hen s i ezed 
t he e dge o f n i s ghr :aen~ i nd s a i d to hi •a : 'You d i d 
not \c een your oa th . " F . J '3L exc l cd "led : 11 I s ':·ear I 
~il l not ~ o ~ ck . " ; od t~en int e r vened and 8e i d : 
" I f be eve r n~d ~n oPth o f h iR Anu lled ~e oust ret u r n , 
but i f no t , he ne ed no t l eturn . 11 Sti ll r- . J BL '"ould 
not r e t u r n t he kn i fe . h ~ Yo l t hen c~Me a nd ea id : 
"Return the k n i fe t o h i m f o r i t i s requ i red f o r the 
mort :1 1 F. . 11 Th en d i l! be re t urn t he k n i f e . Eli j Ph t h en 
h eAral ded h i i"l p r ocl a i ming : " J~cke r oom for t h e son 
of Levi , make room f o r t h e son o f Levi . 11 ~ s he o ro
cee de d on h i s way he f ouno F . Shi mon b . Yocha i s i tt ing 
on t h irteen s t ool i:; o f go l d . " n re you ," t he l s tt e r 
a s k ed h i ro , 11 t he son o f Le vi?" "Ye s , " he r epl i ed . 
"Hi s a r a i nbow eve r nppea red i n your li fet i ~e?" 
''Yes , " he r enli ed <-ga in . 11 Th en you ~re not t h e s on 
of Levi ." The f - c t of t~e ma t t e r i s th~ t t here was 
no such t h i ng in h i s li f eti .,!e , bu t n . J BL t hough t : " I 
must t ake no credi t f or my s el f ." (228) 

Th i s ha s be en a s t o r y c oncerni ng F .JBL' s v i s it t o r'Rr<>,d i se , 

f or certa i n ly be merited se ein~ it befor e hi s death . A review 

of sca tt e r ed r. gad ic s ources , however , quo t e s th i s l egend in 
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in d ifferent form: 

The .r.ngel of De ::i t h ca?!e t o r: bban Gmnliel to ·oring 
c har ges ag~inst R.JBL. f aboan Ga!'.llliel menti oned 
11atter R t h:"t justified R. J3L to hi m and the!l aouointed 
h i m to O'O f<nd seek out this safle , t ak e h i m to !'ara.di se , 
rnd then ~ ll 0w hi m to return t hRt he mi ght bring back 
with bi n a.n accurate ;:iccoun t of li fe there. q e WR s na.r 
ticular ly intere s ted i n kno~i ng whether the re wer e any 
J ews t h er e or in Liehenna. R. JBL t r avel l ed the leng th 
and breadth of PR.r ad i s e and <. l so v.anted to fl O to Gehenna , 
out he ~as not g iven nermission to do so; he ~as only 
allowed to stand at the doo r and look in . He then 
returned and rendered an accou1. t to Rci.bb;:in G<1ml i el . 
(229) 

The follo,in two descr ipt i ve nassages ere ~ .JBL ' s account 

of what he found in ParA d iE e and in Gehenna. 

T:·ac ta te "Gan Eden " 
- {230 ) 

" P. . J BL eai d : ' There are tiro ga tef' ·n~de of chal c edony ::i.t 

t he ent r~nce t o F~~3d i~e , nnd , uoon the~ , stAnd sixty ~yriRds 

of ~inisterin~ Rnfe l s . The luRtre on the faces of eAch one of 

the~ is RS the brilliPnce shining in t he fir~e~en t . • henever a 

ri~ht eouP mnn comes a~onr t'1em his cl othinp i s striooed from 

hi '1 , f or i t i s r>s i:' he PtandP Al'lOnF theyo in t he @'raYe . Th ey 

clothe h i m with eight garments !'.ll<J de of t'1e cloude: of i:rlory , ~nd 

they uut two crowns under his heRd - one i s of precious Pt ones 

and pea rls , and t h e other i s of .i a rvnyi m gold . They dic e e i ght 

myrt le branches in his hands , and t hey do honor unto hi'II saying : 

11 :..ay you eat your bread in j oy . " (Eco . 9. 7) They then escort 

hi m into t he place of the river s of wate r tha t is Rurrounded by 

eight hundr ed rose buAhes and myrtle trees . E<cn one of them i s 

covered with a ca nouy , ~ no out of euch one stems four rivers : 
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one of fine oil , one of bal s~mum , one of wi ne Rnd one of honey . 

r.bove each on e o f them i e a golde n vine l"itb thirty peo rls 

hanf i ng unon it , e ach one of t hem ehinin~ as t he b rilli ance of 

sul endor . Ec. ch canouy con tr. in s a t able o ~ u reciouE ~tones and 

peo.rl s , ~nd ther e ?. re io ixt y angels s tanding b efore ea c h righ t eous 

11an , s ay i ng to h i m: "Go, ea t honey in joy , as o~ e f inds in the 

Torc-..h when it says : 'and it i s swee ter than honey' (:?s . 19 .11 ) , 

~nd d rink the wi ne th~ t i s preserved in its g r ape s fro~ t he s ix 

0ay s of c r ea tion , fo r \'\'.Ork in the Torah i s c orn par ed to v. i ne , a s 

i s sai d i n Can t . 8 . 2 : ' Tha t I :n i ght pive you some s piced \V i ne 

";o ci. rink . 1 11 ( 231) 

~ ~be ~ost repuls iv e a~on~ tb ese nn~el e h&s a f~ce t hat is 

l i ke th ~t of J oseph , son of R.Johc-nnan , l i k e t he f l ower s of a 

r. il ver uomegr:> n<" t t bs t i s l '3ft before ttie sun and f 0 r which 

t '.'le r e is no n i fh t , a s i R R~ i d in Prov . 4 .18 : "The pa th of the 

ri&""h teou P i R 11.,e t re ligh t of -;he dawn , " an d it renews i tself 

uoon the~ durin~ th~ three watches . Vuring t he fi r st W8tch , he 

i s brouf2"nt into the children ' P court v·bere h e enj oys childish 

nl ea sure s ; curi nf t he second >Atch , he i e ~Ade i n to a youn~ ~~n 

An<' i e: broup-h t i nto the youn• 11en 1 R court , 11ere to enjoy the 

p lec:; sure s o f yout11 ; du r i ng the thi1·d '\"<.tch h e i ~ :nP.de i nto a n 

olo mtn ~ nd i s br ought i nto the nourt of t he el ders wh ere he i8 

given an ooportuni ty to exoerience t he plea sure8 of the aged. 

''The r e 1ue eigh t Jl)' riads of d ifferent :: i nds of tre e s in 

each corner of Pa r Pd i Ee . The lea st of these i s more eY~ l ted 

tha n t ll the trees in hP.aven. I n e c h corn er there a r e sixty 
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~y riads of ~in is tering on,els s inein~ i n beRu t iful vo i ce~. 

The Tree of Life is in t be center , ano it~ b r Pnchefi c over the 

vhole o f ?c r &d iPe . Thi~ tre e hR A Pi x hund rea thou s?nd diff e rent 

rtrnea r~nc et=\ , no one r. f 1••hich iR a ny t h i nF' l i }.- e Any 0ther ; r..o one 

E'lle l l c a n be cotnnH reo to 1rny ot he r. Seven cloud" of r lory :?re 

<-:bove it , nnd f rm r 'indP ~up'Oort it; i tR smell t r ;:ivel s f r o .... 1 

one end of the earth to the other . Beneat~ it ~ i t the bages 

exnl1.i n i 1:,... t he:; Tor i-lb , anci e:lch one of th em bas t\·o c<mopi ee 

rbove h i~ , one of ~ta r s a nd one of ~b e sun bnd moon . Be tween 

eac h c c.11opy t h e r e is c. curt ::- in made of the cloudP of glo r y . 

~ 11ithin Farf'n iE e iP Ea en , i n \7bich t:e r e P.re t 'i r ee hur..c red 

nc t en ~OrldR . ~hese ~OrldF P. T e n i s tribute c ~mong t ~e ~ever, 

c:'t ero r i ec: 0 f ri.-hteoui:: :nen . The fir s t c a t er-cry iP co:r.no se d 

o~ t~e ~artyrP Puc~ PF ~ . n~i~ h Rnd ~i P "On'O? trio te ; ~e 

peccnd cute~o ry i nc-:!. uder- tho !=le who hA v e be~n d r owneo in the 

Pee ; t~e third cont: i n P F . Joh~nn~n b . Zakk~ i , his co llee~ues 

< r1l~ h is ouoi l s ; t he fou rth cate;ro ry i~ !'!111.de un of the "!!en wi'io'D 

~ c l oud h~ P co ne do~n nnd cover ed ; the fifth inolude P those who 

!eve r epented ; the ~ixth ~rouu iR ~~de UD of t he )Ure one~ who , 

i n Pll their life , h~ ve n ever tP ~t ec sin ; t h e ~eventh c~ tegory 

i s 'llfi dP up of t hose v.ho are '1u"'lbl e :- nd lo"'lY , who uosi:e ss a 

knov.l edge of t~e Bi bl e , the • i R'inoh nnd the way s of l ivi ng 

g r 2c i ously , e: n d of who11 .Scri o tur e S<:ly~ : ".ti l . who t ;ke r e f u ge 

in The e ?nf'\y rejoice . " (? s . E . 12) 

'\,od dwel ls amon g tbe Pe <mo teoc'1eE" t b e:n the Tor :.b , e: s i s 

stated : "~Y eye i s upon the f ? ithful in the l<.nd thc..t they ·ac..y 
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dwel l 'ith 1le ." (Ps . 101. 6 ) ?erarc ing th em, Scri 'l")ture also 

~ays : "No eye b:Js seen any other ~ oc t han '!'hee v-'10 v.ork i:: for 

those who wAi t for Hi "!l . 11 ( I Ra . 6 4 . ~ ) 

.n 'Taen . 1 11 

Tra c tA.te "Gehenna " 
( 2~2 ) 

"i\o rth of the Uni ver se i s Gehenna , t he No r th ·· i nd ; the 

i · nds o: 3u byl 011 i a ~nc Ch; l d e;. c. re ou tsi de t h e se t tl e•nent . 3e-

~ in~ t~ei li e the etorebouse s of the : ire , t he Fnov , ~he hH i l , 

~he P1ok~ , thP hokrfroFt , t he d~rkne ss &nd the • hirlwi~d of 

... ehen"'l~ . T~ i e establi fih•:1cnt i s one thousc.ind R€ven llund::ed ;.nd 

five yPr-rR olc ;:·nu i s ;,, di stn.nc e of five yer... r P journey . I t i f" 

t~e d~elli n~ J l ;ce of the ghosts , t~e F'h~de F ·nd the i~ori~oned 

~ T~ iF iF t ~e true ~e~en 1~ . I i s: d i~t ·nce O T t~enty-one 

'unf:-f ye · rF · r:iy , • n d ~'le ""unrtion OT i tP Feven Fect.i onF i s 

~~e ju~~ 1Pn t o ~ t~e evi l - doer F. ~'1is iP the den~rt~en t ~QLJd ed 

·o: ,,, 11-1e l for \~rion the 1;ortr v-ind ii:- not covered , a"' i F pt· : ed 

i r; J b .32 . 7 : ' He stretches out t11e ··ort'1 . i n( over e..,.a)ty spa ce .' 

The r e i i:: a di Yi s i on be t>•een the ~ec'!: i on o "" t~~ b'1os t ~· ~1 0 thc, -t - ~ 

~r.e " ort '1 , ind , for if thi R •vere not fiO they woul d d e~troy t~e 

entire universe . 

'' ·· 1 d . , ' ... t 1 •• • f - h • !.JU i ~ cne n< •11e o_ ,.ie .... r 1nce o l.1e ennc.:. ; t...,e second in 

co.:1 ound i e. Iiaeoasgi e l , a r.G. the thi rd i s Sa.m.:'lael. These three 

~uard t he t h ree ~ reu t ~c ter : the :irs t l et ds ~o the ~ilderness 
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'here J orn :: and h i e folloY1e r P were throv n 11own to ,..h.,ol to . 

~n i t ie i'1ccrioed the verse fro 1 J on: 1 .... . : : ' Frcn the voT.~ of 

::>·-:eul .h· I cry out . ' Tb i f..' g-; te: ie ,·u rderi O'J Yi::>u' 

~ate le< ds t o the V: lley 

1. ~ . l :? : ' For beholr , the cJ· y C''> ,,~:;.h ; it 

" ':'herE- f re Peven Cf teeorics in &Phennr , rincJ the11e 

-rt. -;he ir nf : es : 

· S!leol 

0"1 i E:t i ·· i'1 t· e twel .cth ~or.tl . 

: :.e :~. ! E:7Ee :: -" :uaged . 

.... r "' ...... • 
~ ~' 

:: :.. : e 

- " .. - .... :J 
... 
~) 
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deoth and oun i sh aent th:::it 'ni ght burden the'll ~o 

tha t t he eye P of t he Rchol ers v~ll no longe r be 

t r ouble0 with t hen . 

7 . The Fit of J e s truct i on thiP ie t~e l ower dLpt~s , 

so ae thr ee hundre d ye<' r F ;•wtiy be r e . ue r e t '1e Jews 

w~o decei ved the scbo l pr s s i nk i n to di...rkneer , ns 

ie soid in Ps . 55 . 24 : ' Thou , 0 Joa , wi l l b ring 

tbe~ down i !1 t o t he nether'!los t '1i t .' 

" . The foll o~1ng a r e fu rther de sc r i nt i ons of t~e peven 

ca tegori e ~ of Gehenna . 

1 . ?he Fi ret C~ tegory - ~he re are o ryen oitP ~ith lions 

of' fire s t~.nding there . ..hen '?lO:-t; lP f:·ll , they i·n-

·1ediately aevour t 1e'?l . AftF;r t~1 ey have eaten the 'n , 

the fi re r e t u rnF the~ to tneir n revi ou P Ptate , ·na 

they de our then ~gr in . 

2 . The ~ eco .. j "'P. t ef o ry - Here Rr e ter-1 t'1ous1rnd ny r i P.dP 

o-: those l"'ho ..: i d "Ot rece>ive t he '!'01F<h . .. ti:iol::>"l i,.. 

ta him : ' Leave the~ to Tie cec; uPe a~ t he ~erit of 

•~i DP the se B)Jo i ntea oneP Yi t h rouP of f i re . Hi s 

n<" ne i ? Yush iel . 1.oPolo I\ i s exe not fro'll jur•g •nent 

bec~use of t oe ~e rit o ~ i~vid . Thie i s the rew~ rd 

that he r eceiveP oecause of h i R fo ref~ therP rho Rtood 

Pt ~t . Si n& i and s~ i d : •, e will do and we 7lil l t e r·r 'Yen.' 

neo)le who are cond e-nned ~1th r roe o-: f i re ~ccord ing 

t o the firs: co~1end~ent ~ re jud~ed her P. . ~~ Pn ~el i R 
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appo inted over them whose name i s Shaftiel. 

Yara~ i s a l so appoi nted over the~ ; he and hi s 

fa t her s a.re exemp t from judgment bec aui::e of the 

~erit of R. Levi b . J acob and hi~ followers who 

wer e c..lso exempt because of the 'lle rit of their 

forefa thers who stood a t li t . - i na i and sci i d : •.,e 

\', ill do and we will he a rken . ' 

4 . The Fourth Category - Her P. the ten thou~and 'lly r i ads 

of evil- doers a r e judge d wi th a rod of fire . J ere

boA1 b . RebRt i s ~pnoint ed over the ~ . The an~el who 

$'?Ii tes the''l ir:: i.atniel. JereboAJn iE' e:xemut fro tJt 

nunish'llen t oecAuee of the neri t of ED'1ri ?..~a b . J oreob 

who wae: co apletel y ri~h teoui:: , ::. nc Pl Po b ecau se of the 

'le rit n! h i e: for efather F w~o s tood At ~t . Si na i end 

s~ id : • ; e ~ il l do and we ill hee r'lcen. 1 

~ . The Fifth ~A tegory - ~ere a=e the ten thoue?nd ~yri~d P 

of evi l peoole who have been conde'llned and who nr e 

jud~ed ever y day . hbhb i r:: ~~ony the n, and the ~ngel 

r ho i P aupo inted t o s~it e the~ i s Uni el. Ahab i s soared 

nun i flh •Dent oec<.a.use o f the 111eri t of hi~ forefa t her s who 

$toad a t .. ! t . Si nai and said: ' .. e wi 11 do 1rnd v.-e wi 11 

hen r 'lc en . ' 

6 . The Sixth Ca tegory - Her e , p.e ::i r e t h e for mer , ten 

thour::and myri &ds a r e judged e[.ch dc> y , ;snd :.icch i s a11ong 

the·n. f he ant;.e l who smites them i s Hadri el. - i cPh 

is soared because of the ~erit of hiB fo refctherq who 

stood at the foot of ~ t. Sina i ~nd sa id : 

and we wi 1 1 :tiea.r 'lcen . • 

•\,e will do 
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7. The Se,renth Category - Be r P. , BP a.re the forner , 

ten thou sand myri adF> of evi l-doer~ are judged ea.ch 

day. .ninont t her.i i s Eli sh ;>, b . .nbuyah. The angel 

who guards the·n i s Ruziel. Eli sha b . a buy ah i s 

judged ri ght along with t hem. 

it. men. " 

The mognificence of r . J BL as 11 legendary figure has 

ve liant ly wi tbi:: tood the teat of ti'1le . The uoet , Henry ~ . adsworth 

Long f ellov. , • ~ fA r re~oved from ~is i nfluence a~ the American 

sc ene of t he Nineteenth Century , s till foun d hin to be of ~reat 

i nter e s t ~nd gave te sti~ony t o t hi s fact in the ebort ooem thRt 

fol l JWS. 

The Leg end of Rabb i ben Levi 
- - - ---(2~'.li) 

Rabbi aen Levi on the Sabbath read 
h volu~e of the LAw , in which it i e sai d 
"No men Rball look unon ~Y f Ace and live. " 
And Sf he rea d he nr qyed t hP t God would five 
::is faithful f:ervr.n t r:rac ~ '"i th "!!OrtPl eye 
To look uuon Hi e f~ ce Rnd yet not d i e. 

Then fell R sudd en shadow on t be o~ge , 
~nd , lif ting u p hie eyes , ~own dim ~ i th age , 
He so• t he .nnf el of Deo t h before hi :n stand , 
Eo l di ng a naked svord in hi i:: right hand. 
2abbi Ben Levi WAS P rir bteou s man , 
Ye t t h rough bi s v e i ns a c hill ter ror ran. 
:.1th trembliner voice he said , 11\.ha t wilt thou her e? " 
The ~ngel answered , uLo ! The ti ~e d r aws ne&r 
·hen thou .nuet d ie; yet , first , -:JY God ' s dec ree, 
.. hate ' er t hou aekest i::hall be g r anted t hee .'' 
~epli ed the! obbi , ' Let theP e livi ne: eyef: 
FirPt look uoon ~Y ryl ace in ?a r adise . d 

Then said the .nneel , 11 Co1'!e v-i th '!le e<nd loo~ . ·1 

~o ob i 3en Levi closed t he ea0red book , 
~nd r i~ing end uul i ~ting hiP gr ay heAd na · . , i.ve ne t he swo r d ," he t o t h e .1-.nrel sa i d , 
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"Lest thou shouldst f al l unon ~e by t h e w~ y ." 
The ,.ng el l=lmi led and hastened to obey , 
Tben led h i ~ forth to the Celesti a l Town , 
And set hi ~ on t he wall , whe~ce , gazin~ do~n , 
?.abbi Ben Levi, wi th h i ~ l i ving eye s , 
~ight look uoon his ryl ace in fa r ad i se . 

Then st ra i~ht i n t o t h e c ity of the Lord 
The f\abbi leaped with t he Death-~ngel ' s sword , 
And t h r ough t he etreet s there swept a sud den breath 
Of somethi ng there unknown , which men c a l l de~ tb . 
i.le anwhile t he 1.ng el s t ayed v i thou t nnd cried , 
" Co~e bPck ! " To whi ch the F~ bbi 1 8 voi ce repl ied , 
"NO! In the na:ne of God "bo:n I f1do r e , 
I sv:ear t h<' t hence I v•ill depar t no 1aore ! 11 

Then a ll the irngel s cried , 11 0 Holy One , 
S e e what t be Ron o f Levi her~ hat h done ! 
The Ki ng dom of Heav en he take f' b~r violence , 
And in Thy name refuse~ to pO hence!" 
The Lord r eplied , " i .. y nngel s , be not wroth ; 
Did e ' e r the ~on of Levi b re<k h i s oeth~ 
Let hi ~ rema in ; for h e wi th ~ortRl ey e 
Sh"tll l ook u pon Hy f ace and yet not d i e . " 

'9eyond t he ou ter w~ l l the .. n"'e l of "°"e P.th 
Henr d the g ref t vo i ce , And P::t i d , ri th "1an ti n€!" bre~th , 
"Give b~c~ t~e FWOrd end lP~ ,e VO ~y TPy . 11 

. h erea. t tbe ~)'! roi pauFeC <- nd Pn sTere d , II P.Y ! 
~ngui Pb enou ph a lre a dy h:th i t c~used 
h~onv the sonA of ~en ." And whi le he oAu Ped 
i:.re heflr d the r wful ·rn·tndRtP. of the Lord 
Reeound i ng: throu f."'h the n i r , "Gi ve bac k t 11e i:~ord .'" 

The ;abbi bowed h i s heRd in Pi len t nr~yPr; 
Then i:aid he to the d readf ul .-.n1.- el , " S?'ea r 
.: o hu"'lan eye shnll look on it ftp-;- in ; 
But v hen thou tavert e.wfly the f'Oul s of ·nen , 
Thy sel f unseen , ;., nd wi th Rn un8een 8Wo r d , 
Thou ~ilt perfor~ the bi ddinr o f the Lord . " 
The ,.n5el took t '1e sworci aE:;i:.. in , dnci s v O!'e , 
J.nct wa l ·s on et1.rth unc::ee!1 forever_1ore . 
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lette r B. 

el . Gen . ~ ~8 . 1 4 

E2 . Lev . ~ 41 . 3 

23 . cf . R. ? . 27a , ShRb . esa , ~ant . F . 6 .10 , Pul . 92e , }en . P . 92 . 3 
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c-nd ;,, , no , '!l e ttn i nf ''"'lakinil nu bli c confeP 8i on. 11 
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94 . Note word pl~y bet~e en 
me Pninfr 11 f ree. 11 

n nn 
T 

, meAnin{l 11 enp.r a ven 11 and _n_,_.,-'Q'-' 



- xviii-

95 . ~ b . 6 . 2 ; Note uee of '>~ •., n l wh i ch c an be broken down i n t o the 
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96 . cf . I Chron . 3 . 17 

97 . Lev. R. 10 

98 . B. s . 9o (end) 

99 . Shao . l f6a 

100 . Gen . R. 4 . 6 

101 . Gen . K. 56 ( end ) 

ln2 . :·ote v.ord pl ay be tween c' H 11 1!7 , rne:'n ing "'hy:'lcinthF
11 

Pn d 
Cl ' lUJrJ , !lle?ni.ni;r 11 v:e r e dif :er ent .
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