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DIGrnST 

This thesis is based on the · assumption ·t;hat change :ls an lntegra.l 

aspect of any viable religic:m.© 'rhe eec()nd assumption is tha:t th:i.s change 

does not include a.. complete sev€~renee from trad.i.tion. Rather i.t must 

flow from ·tradit:'l.on, util:l.z1ng what i.s mean:i.ngful and discaxd:l.ng what :ls 

I feel that the 11 turgy in (llU:t' servlces ·!;©day has mrl:. reflec·ted ttri;, 

need for change~ Th:l .. a thesis attempts ·to b~gln the pro©ess of satiisfying 

that need for ©hange. 

as they function between GOO. and the Jew. The research seeks to cli~H·~over-c 

the :lndepe:ndent a:nd/or dependent aspects of the tra.d;l tional l:l:tw:-gy. 

or topic and. also as a brief :l.ntroduot,fon to the or:tginal liturgy that 

:follows. 

under examination is Tisha B0 av. 

It is hoped that the original liturgies will be beth educational and 

i~ meanlngful in the past. 
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CHAPrER I 

RESEARCH 

The traditional li.turgy expresses numerous ·!;,hemes and re:flect:l.cms 

of traditional Jewish attitudes. The purpose of this research is to 

e:x:pl©re the themes of independ.enee and dependence in the core sections of 

the tradi.tiona.l liturgy. 

Independence w:Ul be defined. as the state in which the :b~dividual 

has complete and total freedom in formulating bis own Jewish identity. 

He is autonomous and is not dependent upon the cu.stoma and ceremonies 

and beliefs of other Jews~ He la accorded complete fre~dom to believe 

is defined as the state in which the individual relies on the diety for 

guidance~ support. freedom and mercy~ and views the diety as the · 

"sour.ce of life•" therefore the source of his life and all its a.ttendarrt. 

experiences, 

The liturgy contains two basic app.roachess praise and petit1~n. 1 

The Jew praises the Crea.tor and Mai.ster of ·the world and petitions him 
. 2 

for .his own needs and desires as well as the needs of the people. 

This being so. we can say at this point that a state ef dependence is the 

primary o\)jective of the liturgye Therefore I shall begin with an 

investigatiom of dependence as expressed in the core seotionia of the 

trmdtional liturgye 

The three main ·prayer uni ts in tht!i tra.di:.t:toruU !.l:ttu'l'gy a:we a 

the ""(/ii .t and its blessings~ 2~ the9{'C)J) , a ser:l..es o:f per'llonal 



The basic structural elem.err!:. of thea~ prayers is. the b~nediotion,, 4 

The benediction (o:,);;) ) i~ · i taelf a 11 turgical device for area:ting 

the Jew's awarenea6 that he l~ depend~n·t. u:t)o:n Gro. lt is the oldest 

ingredient of'-Jewimh prayere5 It thanks God for providing personal 

enjoyments and gratefully recognizes "God's goodness and providenio(l.I as 
. . 6 

shown in Israel's faith and the phenomena. of life and nature." 

Maimonides classified these benedictions into three g:toups1 

1~ blessings for enjoymen:t, 2. blessings for the opportunity to fulfill 

the eommand111e:nt~, and 38 blessings o:f petithn1. thanksgiving or praise. 7 

The liturgy sees God's providence in every expe:dence. 8 Therefo.re it 

behooves the Jew to recognize his dependence upon God and be grateful for 

God's deeds in the world and b. their life. We shall see numerous 

core prayer u~its. 

The f:trst prayer unit is the~ Ille. and i·ts blessings~ The im;po:r.tan©e 

of th:ls unit is reflected in the extent to which the x·abbia expounded upon 

the neoesalty to say it at the proper time, with the proper mental set$9 
( 

A more detailed and in depth examination of the themes expressed by the 

-( d t and i ta blessing will f~llow :bi a la tar chapter b'Ut for our 

purposes now, my examination will only deal with its ex:prei:isiona:t of 

dependence. 

'!'he firmt introductory prayer to the -6 .Ne. is ·the 1 ,3 I 1 (for 
. ' . . 

It begins as f0llowsz 

Blessed a.rt' thou 0 JJ()rd our God, 
Ki~g of the universe, who formest 
light and createst darkness. who 
makest peace and createst all things; 
who in mercy givest light to the earth 
and ·to them. tha. t dwell thereon, and 
in thy goodness renewest the creation 
every day contin'iitally. 

3 
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ratfuer it :i.s t-he "WOJ:kah~p o:f ... ·~ha Almighty, and.. is ruled .by His beinefioent' 

will, 1110 The rising and s~;tt~ng of the sun are dependent upon.GO<:l•s will 

to perfo:rm ·these dee~~- GQd is, a~"ive :;1.n t}lle univeriae,. guiding and 

11 supporting it. . .. 

Wi·tn the pr,~e~amation «:>~ belief t~t the entlre univerl\le owes ita 

~ 

the · ;> ~ 1 .·~ :,t ~le:., which expresses the love that G@d showed to our 

a.noestors will be eviq.ent to their children: 

O our Father, our King, for our fathers 
sake, who trusted in thee, and whom 
thoi1 didst teach the ~ta tutes 
of life• be also gracious unto 
us and. -:tea.ch t».~h ~ • 0 put it 
into our hearts t~ understand and to 
discern, to mark, learn, and teach. 
to d,ll> and to fulfill in love a.11 the 

·words of.;instructio:m. in' thy Torah. 
E:nligh.ten our eye$ in thy Torah and 
let our he~ts cleave to thy command& 
ments ••• so that we may never be put 
to. shame.; 

The U? ') O~;Q IC clearly expre:ulises the view that God :i.s not only the 
( 

source of the Torah but al~o.the one wpo provides the inspiration to study 

Torah and obey it.13 ·(The mcrtivat!on for ~dhering to the Torah will be 
. ' - . 

mentioned in the d:J,scussion en the prayer following the -f /'I IC? 0 ) 

This prayer :l.s both a. prai~e of God's gGod.ness for pr~viding us with the 

Torah and a petition for his aid in helping us study ite 

With Terah :now one of the bonds between the .Tew and GQd~ we oome to},the 

main thrust of the .· '-/ d e ' section, the . ~ # e i taelf., The "11./V fl· , 
and two of the three sections that f<>llow it a.re Biblical aele~tions~ 

"Hear O Israel the Lord our God, the Lord ia On.e. And thou shalt love 

the Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all thy soul and with all thy 

4 



might. And these word.s which I comma~d thee this day shall be upon thy 

heart •• * 
1114 

These words e:x:pr~ss "the fundarnexrtal truth of Israel 1 s 
' . c 

religion, the uniqueness and unity of God and the fundamemtal duty found.ad 

upon its the. d.evo·t.iQ:n to Him ~:f the Jew's whole being" ni.5 "The Lord 

is our God. 1116 expresses the belief that there exi1Sts a relationsh:tp 

between God and man$ 17 The substance eyf that relationship is expressed 

in the words that directly follow the -{ 4 e • The injuneti@n is to 

love God. with all your heart~ soul and might. The worshipper, as he' 

declares that Goo 1a one, su.rremlers out of love his whole being to God's 

will$ 18 . Thim is the bl:ts:ts Gf Jewish lifes 19 

After the worshippers complete surrender to.God'B will, manifested 
,, 

in hia adherance to all of the Toraitic injunctions. the authors of the 

11 turgy• selected a passage (Deuterc:.momy 11 d.J-21) tm~ t provides further 

details as ·to the relationship between God. and man~ '11he text~ called 

'""(I f'\ftL ()...( \)I;)/ ' , ,deals wlth reward and pw:iishment., Happiness~ 

prosperity a:nd l®ng life are promised t0 those who faithfully adhere to 

·the Torahs 20 

®•&if ye shall hearken diligently unto 
my eomm.a.ndme;ota whi~h I·· command you this 
day$$$I will give the rain of your 
land in its season.*1I will give grams 
in thy field for thy cattle, . and 
thou shalt ea.t and .be ~tiafied,. * 

One can be assured of these benefits if. he follows 11d:1.l:igently11 .the 

•• $the anger of the Lord be kindled 
against yQue~•thlili,t ther~ be no rain, 
and that the land yield not her fruit 
and ye perish qu.iokly from off the good 
land which the Lord giveth you.~$ 

Therefore, by surrend~ring his whole befog to Goo's will, the worshipper 

©an be assured of a good life and by rejecting those injunc~ions his 

5 
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futurEi wl'.U bring only hardship. Even if the punishment ¢'i>f exile from 

your land is meted out~ the Jew must still affirm the beliefs in the 

,...-6 111/'i $
21 The third paragraph of. ·the ""f /II e,, (Nl:llmbars 1.5:,7...42) ~lf.'lned 

ai.s a oonstant rem:b~der to the Jew, reg~rdless ©f eircumstarac~es~ of his 

special relat.ioruilhip and obli.ga,M,ons to Gods 

And the Lord spoke unto Moeea sayingi 
Speak unto the children ©f l$r~el and 
bid them that they make them a fringe 
l!lp<m the eor,ners of' their garmentm." •• 
that.they may look upon itaN.d .remember 
all. the commandment$ ©f the 1~ord, and 
do them, that ye go not about after your 
own heart and your own eyes ••• 

The Jew is guided by an internalizati~n of the external authority. 

Therefore this selectiol!l was i:ncorpe>rated into :t.he liturgy to serve 

as a constant remim:ler of one's dependence upon that e.xternal 1:u1tt:io:dty. . . 

The Talmud. states that this seleotion w~a included in the liturgy beea:use 

it c()irataineds the injunetion fol:' the ".fl 'J 11 (a tangible reminder to 

follow the ©onrnum.ndi·Mmta) • t}le remembr~ce of the Exod:us from Egypt and 

therefore our gratitude to Goo for effecting that d.eliverance. and a 

22 warning 11Against sinful thottghts, . "A mymbol or cJustom i.s merely a device 

wherewith to stir th~ strength of man, i:ZJ The symbol Qf the .JJ 11 ',? is 

an external device to r,~min.d 't.}he Je'li;, that Goo is the11 source of his strength. 

88The bl\lle cord of the .J> '..,J ~? resem·blea the sea. the sea. reflects the 

24 
h~avens, and the heavens r,i;laemble ,the thr~ne of glory." The external 

,. .J ' ,. 

~ ., ' <") 
act of looking at t,he jJ \l .~ led the Jew to an internal conformity 

with ~he Torah of Goa.~ 25 
The "'I d t, section conclude.a with a benediction ~ ' 3 'I .fl N le 

that affirms .the Jew's faith in the unity of Goo and the eternal truth 

It is the affirmation of .the belief t.ru~t God ia the sol.ll'oe 
; ' ' ' ' ~ 

6 
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reeogn:l:M.©n of God af3 the only red11H~me1•, with t,he exodus gben as testimony 

t© his ability to red®em. 26 

'fhe momi:ng -(A' e and "its ble~~ing have their count,erpart:$ in 

th~ evening service. They e;)t'.p:real@ the NI.me theme~ but the evening ·"'"( d' e,, 
fj l'"I I 0 j') seetion Q@neludes with an adiU tional prayer, , ,., 1., . Ill T}le prayer 

:seek~ }Yroteot1.o:n :.from GOO. s 

.Cause u~ O Lord our Goo~ to lie down 
;in peace ' and raiS((f) us up, 0 our Kb1g 
unto life, e .GWl..rd @>Ur gt)~g ·:@ltrt .a,nc:tr©m:' 
coming unto life ~~d·~nto peace from this 
time forth and for ~vermore$ Praised 
art Thou 0 Lord, who g~gdl!.lst thy 
people.· Israel for ever* · 

The sec(;)mi core unit in the traditi~nal l:lturgy is the 

It is divided into three sections, totaling 19 ~nedi©tions~ with the 

first and third aections ©onsisting of th~ee ble~s1ngs apiece, and the 

center 'section consi~ting of 1.3 pati ti~ms (weekday Q r~ 1) ) ' 1'~@ 
Q.lllantity of peti.tions 1n .the mtddle a.11~~t~on~ depends o:n whethc1r it :l.s a 

f~stival, the Sha.bat or a holy d~y$ The first and third secti~ns 

re,ain o<tmsta:nt. 
\ 

,'rhe first !'!llection eonoentl:'4tes on. pJ::a;i~e of G<:>d. The first beniedi©tion 

:in that ~eioticm. ( . Ji I';) le;.. ) i:;:peake of God as the "Maste1· of all things" 

Md. who, by J:eca.lllng th~ deed.s of our fathers, will be moved t© be gra©iou® 

to ua, their children~ The concep·t. of .JJ J !) I(;.. .JH :;,, ~ merit of ·the 

fai.thers, erearteif> a bond between the Jew and his ance~tor~~ f©r Judad.sm 

the faiet that he will merit 1S©me degree of righteousne~s, n.©t by hi~ 

own aetive faith but mer~ly by the merit of his father~. 

The first be.nedicti~~ concludes tb1.u~lyi · 110 King~ Helper~ Savior, 

and Shil!!llds Bl(l.i~~ed art thou~ 0 Lori, Shield of. Abraha,11t&" The ti.S4lil ©f 
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the words "King" and "Helper" provide another look at the dependent 

relati~nship that e:xi2ts bet~EHm the Jew and hi~ God. "King" is ta.ken 

·tQ mean that Goo is the ruler of.· our destinies, and he is the "Helper" 

who ~id~ u·~ in "all the f©rtunes of life, ,.Z9 GOO.. is the g1dding ferce 

in th~ histery of Iara.el and our reliance -u:p®n him w:Ul bring ri!i%demption 
30 

in the ;future.,, The attitude i~ that "of' a trusting child toward a 

loving father who19ekindnEH$mes are well remenf~red and to wh©im we t~m 

in ©©nfide:nce tooay and in the fut\Jlre. 11 '.31 

falle~- cure the ill and grant freed~m to those oppressed~ He is the God 

~f na. tu:re for whom nothing is too di:fficul t. for h;LI\'\ to a.ecomplishe 3.2 

By a~kn.owledgi~g God. 1 s pewer over those matters and realizing Giod•s 

express;,iGnl;ll ®if love for Ollr.fatmeri'», we.are see\tU:e in the knowledge that 

(l)Ur prayerll!I will be heard, and !()Ur relianipe upon Goo. ~ill .lJ>e justified.* jJ 

"" I!)"") The third and final bened.i~ti0n )} <l> ff1 J of. the opening $ection 

of' the ')) r1c? .)) relates God Is holiness. FreebQf states that .the 

·••· ·· ·' :the\.supl!'Cmi!,.ethit~il:·::perfeot&!.9ne., (This) 
implies that, to Him the ill-us~ may 
oQ:nfidently turn.for justice and the 
persecuted for mercy,.~It is only the 
eon~ci~uaness that the.uniwerse 1~ 
d~minated by a Holy G~. that can give 
to the b~rt~broken and the forlorn one 
final o~urt of appeal.35 

8 
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F'reeh«)f 6'tw:tes that their purpose :11$ to "lift ow· hearts to GOO.~" to 

Mk(!) t:.ts aware ot God 9 s. might in the tmiverGe and to provide us with a. aense 

o.f a.pprec~.a.ticm for the loving :nature of Goo. 36 Another perspective on the 

idea ~f "P.taise" aeationus preceding "Pe·tition" :seotlcm.s is provided. by 

Heiler, who poi:rrts out that what is involved in exaltation Gf GOO. is 

''an elf9m.enta.ry psyohi.o experience ... 3? He st.atesi 

• ., e '!'he petitioner iilll much less concerned 
with rousing Goo to aid and me:l\lu:dng 
favor by ©a.mti.ng himself humbly in ·the 
du~t before His might and acknowledging 
His absolute power, than he iis with 
giving utterance t~ the consciousness 
of' complete dependence . on Him, ·the sense 
of c3~atur~lines~. which wholly posse$ses 
him$ . 

The petttil~nary secti()n t)f the weekday "';> (, {) ,J) 

injunction. "A man must always unite himself with the C.H):ngregaticn. when 

he :prays@ .. .39 thi~ peti t:lonary section emphaai~es tne ~ommuni ty rather 

tharL the individual* .: By sharimg ones• sa.dnes$ and. pain, by :realizi.ng 

that others share your sorrow, the indiv:tdt1.«a11. :f~.n.ds that his burdan is 

40 
ligi:i:tenede 

A brief sW11m.a:r.y of the contents of theme pet1:t:t.ons w~llJ be ~nlighten:l..ng. 

1'he fir;st s~.x beJ:J.edictions 4-:l. are petiti((in~ for the will being of individuali:u 

1. The f1.rst $eeks from God knowl~dge and understanding. The () ;1 'f'J f) 8 

the cionoluding fomuli, states, "B1~3sed art th.ou·O Lord, gracious giver 

of knowledge© " The knowledge primarily sought. ,:firmm God is the k.l!lowledge 

~f "the good that (fl:nabl$s us to a.void the evile"
42 2. Tho second 

benediotion pet:ttions Goo to 9!...4.f!! us to repent~ to turn away from our 

ev~.l w&Yll!l a,:nd return tQ Him and to 'l'oraJi. ), The third benetiicrUon 

9 



may have caused others to sin. 43 4$ The fourth benediction calls on God 

to redeem us from our affliction, from oppression, 5. The fifth requests 

of God to cure the si.ek a.nd infirmed. 6 •. · Th~ final. bened:J.ctlon deali.:ng 

with the individual~ needs petitions God for a;blessing on the year~ the 

substance of tha.t blessing beimg the request for ra:i.n which would irrigate 

the ~rope and therefore provide .l;'>uffioient stlstena.nce9 (It should be 

remembe:i:ed though, that God w:Ul provide good ~ielc.t from the crops if 

the commandments are fulfilled. See :page 4. paragraph 2.) 
Jf4 

The next six pe·ti tions are. prayers for Israel, the :na t:ion • '.!'hey 

petition Godz 1. ~o ga.theJ:" up thfi) ex:Ues dispersed to. var~otts!,,l.a.rlda, 

2. to restore his Kings~ip, (Before t~t restoration can be realized the 

liturgy states that all people must be !!cleared in judgment, 11 i.e. declared 

innocen.t, forgiven.~.4~) , J •. to remove thos' who inform on the Jf@ws, 

especially the Jewish inf~rmer~.who bro~ght dea~h to their bretherR in 

46 Roman times, . 4. te> reward the faithful, th.e. pi<>U.$ tlw scholars, 

the ·s1noe:re :proselytes., ,( 'l'h~ prayer eonc.;l:w'ies "Blessed art thou O L@rd e 

the stay and trust of the, ~ighteous. ") ;, to .rebuild Je:rtu~a.lem, and 

6~ th cause• .the .. Mess:l,ah 1j.o, ~<lime• .by ~esto:d .. ng Jerusalem.. 

The final benediction in the intermediate liH~Qtion, petitiOl'lS 

GOO. to hear and answer the aforementio:neid prayers, to have mercy ~n 

, the people and spare them and not to turn the wcrshippera away empty­

handeae 47 

'rhe closing section o:f the ~ (i~ .lJ oi;msists of three benedict,ions 

which remain. constant in every ? ~~J) . 48 The f i:r:at -;-,-;; /;J .-< is a 

The second benediction offers ·thanksgiving to God for ill of the 

merciful acts he has performeda The follcnring phrases from this benediction 

become significant to the discm.ssion of dependence when. understood in 

10 



•methou art the Reck of our lives, the 
ShiUld. of our sa.lvation ••• we give thanks 
urrto thee and declare thy praise f ~r 
our lives whlch are committed unto thy 
hand, and for our soul~ whiqh are in 
thy ~barge. 

The fin.al benedi@tien is a prayer for peace$· It is 11ignif.ioant that 

"thanksgiving" benedictions precede this "peace" benediction in light ll'.)f 

these. comments by Hert~ a "There can b6 no peaee, u:nle®a i"t is 

preceded by thankfulness to Gods even as there can be no true thankfulness 

uh less that ' is preceded .· by servie~ ( •-:> ~ I ' ..,(' ) to GQ(L, .. 49 Fr~ehof 

comments that the 0ortclud.ing "peace" be~ediction "implies that prayer sh€)lild 

be so ordered amd. GO uttered. as to bless the worallipper with a !ipiri t of 

peace. Wh$tner his petitions are granted. or not will depend l!lp©n God. 1 ~ 

will and His .knowledge ~f what is f'Or our gooo~";p 
' ' 

And so• in this second core 111.ni t of the trad1 tioruil. li ttargy we see 

the Jewes dependence upon G©d for prote©tiori againat ~landere~~ and 

illne~U3m hl&11 dependence on God to pr©vid.e us with knowledge and wisdom. 

with rain for the crops~ to motivate us to repeix·t a.ltid to re ... est~blimh a 

homeland for u.s, and to provide us with peace$ Goo is tlile provider of 

all those things and also holds the power to·decide whether any indivicil.ual 

will benefit frOllt their bestowal. Whether we are gran·ted these requemts 

, Gl' l!l.Ot, the litlU'gy emphasizes that' W~ l!l.Ufilt commit our Soula to him~ 

The third ·core unit in· the tradi tit!>nal H.turgy is the Scriptural 

reading~ Th:ta unitt whether weekday or Sa.bbath, includes more. than th«ll 

T©:c·ah reading itself'• moor~:fiitted are prayers for the health and well.,, 

being of ind.ividualst scholars, thoise traveling, bles~ingis :f'o1· th<>$e wh© 

labor :l.n the eommW'lity and the congregation~ and blessings f<J»r those who 

work for the oountrye These p~ayeis basically echo those prayers 

prevlou1dy discussed, therGfore I E.d:ta..ll' di'!ial. in this final section~ w:tth 
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those p:r.·ayerm centered a.found. the Torah reading and prophetic l':eading 

and the Torah''s removal from and return to the ark. 

The central theme of the blessings tha;t center around the Torah 

servic.e is that obedience to Torah. embodying God'$ truth, enables 

communion. w;l th Goo and. continued existence and therefore one is rewa::cded 

wi"th happ:b1.ess l'J..ind oorrtentment and long life, as th€) liturgy states. "It 

is a. tree of life to those who hold fast to it* :L ts supporter!1 a.re happy. 8 • " 

The blessings before and after the Torah reading express Israel~s 

gratitude for being selected to receive the Turatf and because Qf that 

acceptance they were rewarded. with everlasting life • .51 Through study 

of the TQ;r.ah, Jews became an eternal people, but if they ceased. tQ 

study it and depend on it for guidance$ the1r end would be extinctiolh SZ 

12 

In the ~ J ;,') /c, benOO.iotion in the e;J r D}) section, the worshipper' 

asks. God to recall the "merit of the fathers." Though I ha,v(l) found no 

$@.ml:ce to Bllpport th.is, I feel ·t.hca t the haftorah blessing prior ·to the 

prophetic reading i~ intended to utilize this concept in the following way: 

By recalling how Moll'aea and ·the prophets accepted the obligation of the 

·rorah upon themselves, the worshipper is intention.ally included in that 

o bliga ti on• for the blessing reads 1 11 
e •• Praised art thou, 0 fa'llrd, who 

ha.st ehos@n the Torah, and Moses thy servant, and Iara.el thy people, and 

the children are also obligated to accept the Torah, 

Th.(111 blessings after the Ha.ftora.h reading are similar in theme to the 

v ~7"DJ1 for they contain prayers of praise, supplication, and 

tha.nksgiving,53 and therefore they express the same dep~ndent attitude 

toward Goo* 

These three sections are the core of the tra.ditiona.l Jewish litu:r:gy. 

They are prayer~ to a God who hears prayer~.54 A relationship does 

'I 



therefore e:dst, and ·the ~ore o:f that relationship is man's <lepend(~nce 

on God. Heiler states that this relationship is analagous to the 

relat,ionship between suppliant and judge, servant and master, child lutd 

father • .55 

'l'he state of ind.epende:nce, as defined in the introduction to this 

research$ is not expressed in the traditional 11turgy8 The tradition~l 

liturgy empha.a:J.mes a. dependent relatianship with Goo, wh©> is the source 

of all life ~nd its experiences, He 1$ the source of divine truth 

( 11 I tJ) ) , and the single life sustaining force in the universe 

( '6 I"'/ e, ) a he is the guide and conscience of every Jew, for he know~ 

our strengths and wea.knesses6 It is God alone who guides us :J.n directions 

that are for our own good, therefore we are commanded not to "gQ aa·tray 

after our own heart$" 



CHAPTER II 

CRITIQUE 

and the way of ~lwation thr~ugh the fulfillment of hi~ righteous and holy 

will. 1 

prinelple underlying the traditlonta.l l:i:tm.rgy. The purpose of' this critique 

is to exaii!ine the manif.~statioru~ of that principle :1.n the traditional 

liturgy and therillliby conclude that the Jew who ool:i.eves faithfully in it iE> 

a Jew wlthout independenoe$ He is a Jew lacking the freedom to formulate 

2 his own Jewish 1dentityi devoid of autonomous a.ction8 Included in this 

exami:na:tion will be a look at how the reform liturgy creates the ~me 

thle central act of faitha th~ belief that· we know the will of Goo~ Th.is 

information is derived from Tor~h, therefore one must believe that the 

'forah and the Oral Law Wlfo!J:t'@ revealed by God to Moses, at S:tnai©J It ia only 

If he does not beli®ve in the divine revelaticn at Sinai than the sure 

4 and true knowledge of God's will ia lost~ The 19:3?' Fla tf o:rm ®>ta:t®d that 

Reform Juda.~ .. sm rejectm any irrelevant aspects ©f the Torah amd will aocept 

only thol.!)e &$peats of T©rah that ax~ mor!l'ilally m.eardngfu.l to the Jews 
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today. The platform rea.d.sc 

••• '!'he Torah, both written and oral. 9 • 

preserves the historical. preoedents. 
sanctions, and norms of Jewish life 11 
and seeks to mold it in the patterns 
of goodness and holiness. Beir1g 
products of historical processes, 

. certain of its latts have lost· their 
binding foreee·~.5· 

According to ·the Platform, Torah evolved from a historical process and 

was not revealed by God to Moses at Sinai. Th:l.s then invalidates the 

Torah as.dlvine truth and the source of knowledge of God. 1 s will, yet 

the.Union Prayer Book retains the liturgical phi.t'a.sesa 

Praised be the Lordfour God, for the 
law of truth al').d righteousne~s which 
He has revealed. unto Israel®·~? 

For the Tovahe0•let us thank and bless 
tbe Lord our Goo.8 

'l'he law of the Lord is perfec~t ••• 
The testimony of the Lord is pure •• s 

The precepts .of the Lord are.right ••• 
The judgments of the Lord are true •• $9 

If divine revelation ia rejected how can the statement be made that the 

To:t.a.itie lnjuotions are "perfect", "pure"~ ."right", and 11true"?lO The 

Behold this is My aovenant.,.the 
, words which I have put, in thy mouth 
shall never depart from thee, nor 
from thy children 0 nor·· from thy 
children's children, henceforth and 
:torever.12 . ·· · · .. ,. · ·. ··· 

If the Toretih is am hiatm:ical· process how oan one procla~.m that 1 t 

will .be the "truth" for all generations? The Reform movernen.t, originally 

strove to free tne .re.w from belief in Torah as divine truth. By re,!je~ting 

revelation, he was· freed from the archaic practices and beliefs that la~ked 

meaning for him. But the facet of Judaism that. the Jew was most often 

1.5 



6l:X:posed ·to 11 the liturgy. negle©ted to x•eflect that think:inge 13 

The traditiOJYAl'll liturg1. the sowrce of the above quoted words- ~ought 

t© ~trengtbelill 1•he belief in divine revieilation ~s the sourcl® of' divine truth® 

Both 11 turgies then promulgated a ':telU,gion based €.!Pl\'ll fM.th :tn the T©rah 

and its truth as the r~vealed wUl of GOO.., The result is the Jew'a 

14· dependence upon Gode Aspect~ of th:t.s dependence will follow. 

The Reform movement rejecta the divinity <>f T()rah and therefore ha~ 

our 1.nelina,tiona in a~corda.noe with Thy will. Gran:t:. 11 0 Jq
1.e.ther, that by 

16 

our eondm~t we mt!\.y win :fawor in thine eyes and in the ~ye!!l of our: felll:)wm.en:J.5 

He>w can Wf-.l govo:r.n our iirH~lJ.M.tion!il ao@otding to G0<P s id.11 "Whlfl'll!l we do 

not hav® knmdedge \Of that will? This oontradiction create!§ problems 

f'fil!r the reform worshipper. He ia a!!'>ked~·· a.s I will ahc:n1. to oo dependent 

~p©n God t yet a ieentral principle of the fa.i th is a rejection of the 'l'ora.h 

knowlegu of God's will. The reault is·a dependence upon God.8 

Key word.s in boith liturg:t®is prcvide initial examples of this 

"Pr~vider~'@ "King"~ and "Fath~r", are utili~~d to de~cribe God® The w©ri 

d~notes a r~J.a t:lon~hip 1 ~ "Guard:tan" mu~t guard someone or s©mething & a 

a ~ependent r~latiolf!.~hip d~set>ibed by thle other wo:ir:ds 'but sugge5t~ illll the 

minds of the 'tH.'lrahipper th~ com1i:plex and depemie:nt relationship ootw~$n a 

father. and him children~ A final ®Dmple is th~ word 11Phy1Jd©itJ1,n"• whiel:Jl 
' 16 

is used only in the traditional H.turgy@ In t.he Reform. lituiJ~gy 
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the sam~ effe©t~*a dependen©e upon God f©r healing p~r.P@lme~$ 

The tw~ lit~rgi~s ~re replete with the~e woxd~m Spe@ifi~ prayers 

provide u~ with t~a details for whi~h w~ can rely upon God® The 

. 'I fl,,,.(' ':lj' d t. ~eotion in b@th li t:urgies pr@vi,de~ th~ moist 

prof©Wlld ~xamplee 

i "". ,,, : . 

©f our ~tr~ngth wh©J s11u:~rtains the living~ reilieve~ the iOppre~!"l!led.@ and 

grants ua, ~e;.·cy be~a11use of the m~Jd.t ©f 011ar :fathers* 18 Not only are \Wta 

,'' 

The in:t.e:r.m00.19.te benedictio:nil!!! further th.111$ reliant 11:\tt:Lt\\Jldeij The 
' ' 

fi:rs~ i;1 te:r.m~.ia t~ benedicU.©m tdl.es@r1 be~ , God ~s th~ Bource o:f tFuce 
. " 

Imowl~dge ~nd oo~eeche~ him t«l> ~~tow it up@n us.,. 19 An·i~teresting 

©~ntra.di~it11»n ari~e~ :b11 tlrri® Reform l:ttug1* , The first intemooi~t~ 

~ned:hrl;ilf)n atate~u i
1Tho'n:l who d©~il:t gn©tiou~ly ~nd©)W man with reas©Jfi\ 

.itnd teai,OhGSt b.il!ll Unde:t'$ta.Jrndil!Jlg 8 imbue \\OCIS ~l th reaSOiJ.'ll &!lid f;~a.©h~~t him 

underata~ding. inbue u~ with tr~~ knowledge and diacernm$nte Pr~i~ed be 

Thorn, o I.ord~ gra.c:i©Ju~ giver ©f klflllOWlooge. 1120 In, thlfi :b~riedieti«:»n GOO. 

prir>vldei!ll us wtth raa~«:>!ii. yigit in the p w{;~,n f; /t')? 'prayieir life filtld 

th~ th(;;ttght i 

Help uis, O Goow to banish from. our hear·ts 
, all va.in-glox:r~ pride of' W¢>l'l.'dly poss~ssionis, 

ami ~elf suiiff1@1ent leaning upon 011JJ': own 
rea~onu ~May we l't!ever forg~t that all we have 
m.Xld pri~e i~ but lelll\t to u~, ~ ·tr~st for whi~h 
we mu1at rend.er a~coUJnt tio thee.,21 

Goo grantm us the :tmwer to re1ulon yet ..v" are not to rely up©ll!ll it~ We ar«'l 

t«llld to rely cmly up©n GOO.ff~ judgmiliilnt$ 
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d~a,l~ wi. th ~rr~:r~ of w~allme$1$, ignoriu'H'!<El ~ or ©ari®le~sness, &nd "'transgre~~:10>n" 

111H':~a1n~ "del:il.berei,te d.isregard ©if m~ral or religi©'d.l!S dumtye "22 
And iwh~t ar® 

thes~ dwit:l.®s? Bo·th li trt11gies deifilll\~ th~m in the lnjuctionis put forth 'by 

the "'~tr ..... v~{. • One fl>h~1illd love Goo with all bi:m heart_ soul and might, 

and put these W©:rds ©f Torah upon hi$! h~art ff!!io toot he m&y "rem.ember and 

d~ lill.11 My commandmf!ln:ts and be holy unt© yo~ Goo. "ZJ 1'h~ t:ir.ad.i tional 

li t'lt:Argy 11$ @on.sil!l>teinrt i!l1l its dl!'.)Jmand ttm.t ©lll\0 beliew~ in the .• Pl 11 d 

aB sur~ llmowll®dge ~f GQd 9 s ~xpec~ti©llllS for ua$ Th~ir r®li~©e up@n the 

)) 11 J ti $y~tem. 1ii3> a.. logi@a.l ©1'6.itgrowth from the belief. that the 

·")) I J ,!] d &re th~ r~vealed 'Will @If G©d $ Th\U!~ transgressing the13e dtllti.@~ 

w©>uld riequdr~ repenten~e foll©rwed by f©rgiwenl!l!S$ from (;00.e Bud~ Reform 

That reque~t alone t©Jtally ~Um:fi.na;tell§ any illlldepend.am©e 0if .a~tion ©l.l:' bel:lef ~ 

and, needle~s to ~aYw the traditional liturgy effe©t~ the f11i.mG r~~~lt~@ 

The :t'~ma.imdwr of the intermed.iate b~nedioti©na :tn bo·th U.turgie~ 

call on. tho Jew t© rely ~pon GOO. tq remove 0 through forgiv1t~nea:1Js~ th~ 

guilt ::1.ne\it>red by tnm~gr~$llio:n~ t©. deliver us from affl:i©ti©lfll m.nd remow~ 

evil, to eur.e our physioal and m~ntal woundsw ~nd t~ hear Ollll' prayers a~d 
21.,, 

n<!'ilt tlJJ.rn ijl~ llt:W~Y empty ... ruinded"' Man w a, rol~ in aecomplitd1d,ng any ©f th~~e 

ta~kt£ iB :i.oolega t~d t© ~~ai w1 ty ~ f@.lJr man only f.'l«'H~k~ t'r©m Goo these thing~ 0 

It is God ~ho providea th~m; it i~ G©d who acts from a ~tate of ind~pendencee 

'l'h~ Reform liturgy reje~t:$ s@me ooliefa prop©u.nded 1irn cert.".d.n 

~n~i©ti©n.~ th@ll.t ai.r~ inveluded. ilnl. th~ 4lllrth00.©X lit'Wt:'gy~ lm:t in tlhie~e 

i1tui'Uil,ll'lll.t;'lill1$@ they f.U''.'® ©Jilli t·tOO. fr©m th@ll R~f ©l"m li tm:gy $ Thiel':IJ~ bt!.illtllOOi©ticms 

··I 
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tell th~ wort:lhi,pper that he mu®t believe that GOO. wUl pr©ivide sufficient 

prOO.uce for sustaining lifer he w:Ul 15.;tther in the exiles of I~u.·aelw he 

will remove the ~land.erer from the midst of the Jewil\'$h people; he will 

rebu:Ud Jerui'iial~m~ and he will bring the Messiah~ 

The corM.,lud:.l.ng ooned.i©tions of the 1 
") efl' ),) ) / ,,ef-e ask G©d to a.ct 

favorably towams thel\'Je X®quests. In the U () J IC p ';> 1 /\/ 

both l:lturgies affirm the belief that the totality of ¢>\U'.' life and :I.ts 

fortunes find their souree in God. and the ultimate goal, p0ace, is 

sought friGim God0 26 The "Guiding Principle~ of Ref©rm Jud.aiam" ~tate 
that "Judai~m seek:$ international peace thr~mgha oo:v.©&tionw internati{»nal 

juBti©e, disarmament and colleot:twe seeur:tty~ "27 Thi.a princ;tple plal(;JeiS 

the burden of acquiring peace on man but the liturgy forces, t,he W(»rshipper 

·into passi v:lty by sta. t:lng tha. t we must pray to God for peace I! and ·thus :lt 

inh~bits :l:nde])<'mdent action towa:r.da tha:t goal. 

The founding prineiples of' Reform Judaism sought to free the Jew 
' 28; ' ; 

from outmoded beliefs and rituals$ The Oral and· Written Laws were 

stated as the source of Judaism yet each generation had an obligation 

to adapt them in a. way most meaningful to it. 29• The Reform litur·gy, 

which should have reflected this freedom~ simply ~choes the basic beliefs 

in the traditional liturgy, and as the traditlonal liturgy does~ 1n:vokes 

an external authority which d.efines Judaism for the ~Tew~ The result is 

the loss of the independence to de:fine'one 1 s own Jewish identity, and 

find one's own truth. 
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CHAPrER III. 

educate the participant as to hia freedom ·to ob~erve hi~ faith ln 

any way he choo1t>eis ~ free ;from guilt, free from exttlrna.l r~u!bho:r:•~.1.t.~;e'$ 

which proclaim practices valid or invalid. Secondly, this service 

ii$ devo:tcl Of any t})eiattc referenQCS 0 and therefore mtn be used by 

This servlC<') gran·ts the Jew the, independence dep:r.lved· him by t~e 

tra.d.:l:tiona.l and reform l:lturgies~ It not only t.lerves '.l:.O p;r~ovide a 

liturgical vehicle .for thi,a expresaion of ind,ependenc@. but it also serves 

to ed\wate the participant as to thi5 freedom. 

This 1.ifa1rgy views man a.Ill the only vehicle that can bring about 

eha.nge f'or the bettt~r~ Reform Judaism grants man tha:t imlopendence to 

effecrt ch.:1,nge. 'fhe extent to which an individual effect.a change thr10ugh 

Juda1.~m rer~ts solely in the individual w s domain~ 1'he only valid .Juda.bm 
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can sit and ~m.j~y the wine and a :fiew rel.axing m~m.~mfl;,s ©ionversing w:l.th one 

anQther$ 6$ Keep in mind that th~ eongregation should be encourag~ to 

c@ngregaxit~ dep~ndene~ upon the rabbi in the worship ~ituation and this 

W©ll!J!ld. pla@e him in the pos:ttion of a reaouric:e person 0 a po~itiom th@l.t I 

believe is the rnioat proper one if the «)Ongregarrt~ are going 'to begin to 

dev~lop their own Jewish identity@ 
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CHAPTE.H IV e 

*INDEl?Il:NDENCE* 

'l'he Jew and his Judaism 

(Silent Shaoot med~.tation) 

I know I must slow d~wn 
And. eas~ the pounding of my hea:r.t, by the quieting of my mbd~ 
And steady momentarily my frantic search for securitye 
I,year:n to break the tenmions <(,)If my l!llerves a.nd muscles with the 

. soothing m.usio of the singing streaml5. that live in my memory* 
I search• amidt>t the oonf'lll,~ion of the week, the calmne1:Hll of the hills. 
I mu$t leam·the art of ta~ing a minute vacation ...... of slowing.down to 

look at a flower, to chat with a friend~ to enjoy my family, 
Y~~. I recall th~ fable of the h~re and the tortoise. learning that 

the race is not always to the swift.• t~a t there is more to , life 
,thaJ! inereaming its speed* · . 

I look to the branohe~ of the towering oak tr@e and know th.'11.t it .gr$W 
great and stromg .be©atu~e i't;, g:te'tf slowly and well.-
But I am not a tree whose birth was slow and 8ure•~ 

I am lll4n, crying at birth, fearful and anxious~­
! am man , wi.th br1u11Qhea of nerves sensi t:l we '.to 

· every bree,~e atllld :rili!1drop• ... · , · · ' 
I am man, f ci:r 'f.l'hom it i~ even a i;rtruggle to :rela,x ...... 

I mu$t slow down. 
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OANDill: LIGHTING i 

(singing) 
Baruch atah adonai eloheynu mele,~h hlill.olam ~ ~,1'$her kidshE!lnu 

b'mi.tz\l'ota:w v 0 tzivanau l 'ltadlik na.ir shel ahaOO.t., 

(reade:r.t) 
I am searching tooay ~ as I wt.us yesterday and will be tomorrmv ~ for 

a morl!!l meaningful spiritual lifC 8 for thia Mderat.Mdillkg that will bring 
un:!.ty to my being~ a, unity that gives birth to peaeee I come be~t'ing only 
myself_ :f@r l off ex· no gifts, n~ fir~·t fril1i ta @lf the harvest~ neither 
calve~ nor ~h«efepfor aacrifi©e~, for indeed it is man wh~m we must appamse~ 
t,o whom we must of:fe1i:- gi:f'·~s . of peace~ Yea, the ©Gnturie.s of Abraham.• 
IMa«ll and Ja,c~b i;£t:Ul fl©w within 11u·~@ bilCk()n;big me to the covenant of old 
b1l1t I am m1a.1»le to tum back~ I cheri,~h proudly my independ~n(';e 0 my right 
&~ a Jew to seek the:11 spiritual. and moral ha.rmol1!.y ©f the w©rld according t<O 
th® desires. ~f my sotal0 My wo:dd © my life and th.o1lllght~ have eaten from 
the tree ~f freedom© My mind and ~o1!lll•climb its boughs in ~ear@h of the 
truthi!ll that will bring peace to my ~oul® in se~rch ©f the t.mth:s that give 
meaning t© my· heritage~ in search ©f th(;!! truths that will,. gj;wa 1S1l1bstai.11u·.ie 
and puutpose to lllY exill>tenclf) as a hum.a.n being rund Jew~ and in ~e~:t©h o:f t,h© 
t:rutlw that .will bring Wliv~rsal peai..©e" · 
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I y~a.rn to believe myaelf uniq_uei..... . .·. . . 
to be pr.oud of who I am, to be significarrt. MY, 1':Pj,.:r:·:iit .. d.~l;l.ght~ in lta 
indepen<.lanoe yet despairs when I lo~~ grasp of my. ow , wor~b, when m.y 
imiquene~a fades in a sea. of uncertainty &nd my role. in tm.tna.n existien©<a 
seems tr:tf'ling. My ~oul. knows that I have abused tl1iti1 in~e.pendenoie whel1!@ 
in~te~d of. reded:lcating mysilt}l:f to the lf:ll(')a];'.ch for all .. that il.F.i detll.r~ right~ 
and meaningful to me 0 I be©om.e ap,a,th~tic M4:la21y and descend :f:r~m th~ tl'@IJ\®$ 

l have the liberty to sear.eh and. the i!llldependence t©J n,ndl myself 
c:in the paths most meaningful tc:1 me, I am grateful fo:r th~ frlf:IJedom I 
haw~ inh<-$l"~:t'.ed fro11u my Ame1·i@all'1 and Jewigsh heritagee I p:ra;'Y .·that I 
~ develop thia sen&llli ti vi ty and the t§trelf.lgth to us~~ u, tdJ.~ely m 

(readers). When is~ man free? Ni!!))t when he i[l$ drif'l;:fll'ood ~h~ the wtream 
of lite, free of all ca.res or worri~s ot ambitions. He ia 
not fr~e at all, ~nly druggeds 

(cong$) '.l'o. b~ f'r~e in a©tion. bi struggle. in und.iverted and 
purpoi!i§eft:al aohiewem.ont~ to move forward toward:!!t a 
wGPrthy goal• to be vi ml a!flld aglil\llw ..... 

(r~ader:) That is t© be fre~, and t© Im.~w thG joy and exhilamti©n 
o:f true fre~d©m 8 A mM i~ :fre~ ©nly when h~:r ha~ an 1!3ttaind 
on ea.:rth. (A bm Hillel Silw~r) · 

Uk~nrai.=tem® 111!km·m-tem~ dr@r ba·...ar11:rt~~ (2) 
J" 1 chol y©Jsh-vohJ ... ha, ~ l ~ chol )'©IBh•"'\n~h-ba. ( 2) · 
And Jlrocla:!Jm, and proclaim~ freedom through the land (2) 
'ro all :it~ 1nha,bitarrt,lt!l 0 t@ ~ll who dwell therein (2) 
And proalaim

11 
arnd pl"©©l~im, freedom throuigh. the land. (2) 

(r,~wi ti©iu1~ 2.5111.0 ~ 
In~©riood. OllA th~ 
Liberty Bell) 
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(cong~) There is a freed.om greater than the :tin.dependence 
conferred by c:i:Uzflln.ship and the possiss1on of full human 
right~iz 

(read.Ell!'.'l) It is the freedom Of the soul ....... of the IS!Oul that wa.lks freely 
oocauae it, has sought t-ruth that visualizes ·the best and 
stremJ.ous;l;y al\\lpire~ after it. 
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Ash:reynu ma tov chel .... keynu 0 uma. na-lm goraleynu, 
uma ~~fa. y~ru~n.a ... te.ynu@ aah:reynu sh~··anachnu omx'im b' ©hl:~l yonu (2) 

(rising) SH I MA Y!SRAl'JL ADONAI EI.OHEYNU ADONAI ECHAD 

BARUCH SHAYM K'VOD. SHAYM K 1 VOD MAJJCHUTO LJ\ ... QI,AM VA.am~ 

A~hr®ynu. ma tov ohel..\.keynu, um.a na, .. im goraleynu, 
unm yafa yer~sba$teynu 0 asmreynu ~he-anachnu omrim b'ehol y©m0 (2) 

($itting) 

(readers) 
Baruch atah adonaiw eloheynu vaylohay avotaynu~ elohay avraham~ 
elohay yi t,z ... cha.k vaylohay ya-a··kov. e 

"Bles~ed /ill.re yem., o Lord. cur God and Goo ~f ou.r :fathers, God of Ab:r.a,ham ~ 
GOO. of I~aac 0 G.od of Ja©©be. ~ 11 'l'h~ Baal Shlfilm T©v a~ked 1 Why did the 
iuTtcient rabb:i.~ s.ay• "Goo .. of Abrahu~ Goo of Isaac- a:l'lld Goo of Ja.co'b?" 
And. he axu.~wered 1 Because Isaac did. , n©t merely take over the Tr.a.di ti©lfi 
from Abraham, nor d:td ,Ja©ob' m@rely aam.i.me his father1• f'aith.0 Each 
sought his C)Wl!l Judaism$ So they g;aid~ "Our Goo" for their aeai.:r©hing, 
an.d "God of cur :f'athe:r.s" f©r th~ir 'rradition@ Each ©ne of us ifll a 
unique, original entity11 y~t we are our parents' children., W~ riea©h 
:fox111ard. to ~ Jewil!Sh futur<®- even ~~ we a.re 1:$trand~ of th~ Jewi~h paiilt. 
As Jaoob and I~a© w~r~ free to mold their Jewi:shne®fl• so are iwe free 
to search for new meaning and truth8 Bar~@h atah adonai, eloheyn.~ 
vaylohay avot~ynu, ~lohai.y avrahm, elohay yitm•chak w~ylohay y~-a-kiv. 

(5ingingi) 
Uk-ra-t!film 8 uk ... ra-tem. dr@r ba·-a:r.et~. (2) 
.11 1 ©hol yosh ... vieh ... ha, l ~ ch©l yosh ... veh-ha ( 2) . 
And pro~l&tlm., and pr<0©ilaimt freooo.m through the ltmd (~) 
'l'<> all its inW\bitEtnt~* to all who dwell therein (2) 
And pr©olaim, and pr©claim~ freedom through the l~nd® (2) 
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(reader a) 

E:icodus 14i '£hen Moses stretched. out h:ts hand ove:r.• ·the sea. 9 a:nd Adonai 
drove the s~a. away all night w:1 t.h a strong ea.st wind and turned ·the 
sea .. bed into d:ryland. Th~ waters w1~re torn apart. and the Israelites 
went thr@ugh ·the sea om. the dry g:r.·oood. ~.That day ad©nai •ved Israel 
from the power of Egypt8 When Isr~el $!tlW the great, power- which Adonai 
put forth agai.nst Egypt~ all the pflil('))ple revered him and put their 
faith in him and in Moaea his i:;ervant. 'l'hen Moses and the Israelitea:; 
sang thl~ new songa 

(~inging) Me-©Jha, ... mo-cha ba ... 1.1,ylim tMiona1 ~ m.e-©h1i11 ..... mioiehai. naymdo:ir: 00, .. k©desh. 
N©Jra t' hilot oseh feleh • norai. ·t 'hilot oseh feleh. 

Shira chade~ha shib~chu g 1ulim, l•snimoha al sfat hayam 
Ya@had kulam hodu. v'himlichu v•amrus 

Adonai yimlo©h la.-olam waed. a.donai y:imloeh la-ola.m vaed. 

2.5 

Me eha .. mo-cha ba·"a.ylim a.dona!• me oha, .. 1110 .. cha. nay...dor ba=k©de®>he 
Nora tthilot oseh feleh~ nora. t•rnilot os<!'>h feleh. 

(oonga) 

( s:tngilrng) 

Pa.rants and ~randparenta ~ent to Israel and Ameri©a and be©l\Ulle 
free and independent people* 

Aw. for us? Uk .. ra-tem dror ba-arteil'H Liberty waia pro~laimed 
throughout the land and to all its inhabitants. 
Mui:it commitment grow only ou11t of oppression? 
Can we surv.1 ve @ur independence to remain a peg)ple? 

Me o.ha .. mo ... @ha ba ... ai,ylim adonai, m.e cha .. mo-cha na:r··<lor oo-kodei&ih@ 
Nora t • hilot Ollieh :feleh~ nora t' hilot oseh fli:lleh~ 

i 

i 
j_ 



I 
! 

(together) 

The rooeemed Iaraelites sang thb new $Ong. a aong of freedom$ But when man 
is 1'dri:ftwooo on the streams of life~ free of' ai,ll @are~~ worries~ 1:;uidl 
eommitmentis~ he is only drugged$" And so in the diwsert th~ Israelite~ chof>e 
to bind themisel ves tQI '!'orah ~ t() a cod@, to a style of life~ And we, wHh our 
song of freedom long a rea.l:tty ~ must ~eek a way of living that w:Ul give 
our freedom substance and purpo~e. 

( si,nging) Shira. ©hadeaha ahi b .. ·chu g 1 ulim 0 1 1 ahim©ha al ~:fat, hll3l.yam. $ 

Yachad kulam hodut v'himli©h~ v~amrua 

(reiader) Ado:Wil.i yimlo©h lam·Ola.m V?].ed 0 adonad. yim.lo©h la ... olam vaedi. © 

The redeemed. Israelites sang a new aong 8 a fre~h ~ong-
unique and exhilarating. But th~y ©hose to ~ing-to use their 
newly a.©quired freedom a.l'J a time fo~ free choi~e$ and they chollle 
to reaffirm their faith. We t~o a.re free to aing (l)Ul" 11Mi)lngs, be 
they c~orthed in tradition or newborn® But will \\'El :!;ling? Will we 
u~e ©lll:" independe~ca for abandonment? Or will we give purpose to 
our freedom by ~xamining the expan~e of .Judaism and ©ommiting 
o~rselwes to the f~rmation of a personal faith that will bring 
g:i:ea:ter meaning to our lives, and survival to ai. people «"mlled Je'!t!'S@ 

Bound tog~ther by the pride of b~ing a Jew 0 we will always be on 
this side of the R~ Sea 0 but let um always be singing~ 

(It yo~ have yet to sing me a ~©ng 
Than i'liling me a new song~ 
That i~ older than wine and 
S'i'i'eeter ·!;ban honey e 

A song that is older than wine 
And ~weeter than honey$ 
A song that 1a 1000 years old 
Yet new eaoh day 

Let u~ build a sa.nc::it;wa.ry ~ 

If you have planted ~ cedar ©n the 
Mcn.mitai.in ~ a. oeda.r in place of thistle 
Upon the mountain you planted a 
Ceda.r ln pla.oe of thistle$ 
Your planting was not in wain, 
My brothieir, 
For from these cedars, a f~rest 
Wi.11 be buil·ts Let uis build a forest$ 

Im lo sha.rta lee sheer adayin 
·Shirah 11 mirt.mor ©ihadai,~h@ 
She-hu ate®k mi-yayin 
U-mat~k m1·4 'vai.~h. 
Shir she-hu a teek mi ... yayiJl 
u-matok mi..<,11.«wash. 
Shir she00hu k 1wen al~y:l.m 
u-v 1 chol yom ©hada~h* 

Yibaneh (J) ha-mikda5h 
Yibaneh (3) ha-mi~~h~ 

Im barn.tr natata ~re~ 
Erez bimkom dardare 
(Bahar nata:ta. ere.z 
Era~ bimk~m dardar~) 

I~o lashe.v a.chi mitata. 
Bimlrnm dardtt~ · 
Ki min ha, ... a,;i::ia.~im ha~·eylu 
YiJ:m.neh ha.:.nar., Yibai.neh (J) ha .. na:r·. ~. 

If you hewed a :sto.ne u:P@n the Im ba .. ·har chatzawta even 
Mountain 8 to ere@t a new building• ·· t ... rudt:im binyan ©had.ash~ 
Upon the mot~inrte.in you hewOO. a. ~t©ne (Bahar oootmavta even 
Fior a new building L • hakim binyan ©hada~lh) 
Your laoor was XU)'!; in vain~ Lo laahav a.chi ©hat!l:awta 
My brotherw L'viny~n ©hada~hs 
For from th.esei atones$ (;II, Ki min ha~·a:wane~d ha•meylu 
S'&n~tua1•y will be built~) Yibaneh ha. ... mikdash., Y:lbaneh (J). ~mikda,sh® 

ME CHA-MQ ... CHA BA ... AYI,IM ADON.Ale ME CHA ... MQ ... CHA NAY.,.DQH BA ... KQDF,SH 
NORA T•iULOT OSIDH FEUliH~ NORA 'l''lULOT OSEH FEIJ.iai0 !, 
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(together) 

Initially~ we mu1ert Bing ~ur JtAGi<i' song$ alone upon the mountain, chiaeling 
Ollllr own stones. Though united in ©U::rt goal~ we a.re separa:ted in our 
[;learchs The quest for a meaningful Jl(ilwiah life i~ grounded. in :freedom. 
©hange~ study, struggle, r~$Glutu.ion~ commitment, rejecti~n~ r~new~l~ 
~nd re-©onu11.i tnu~nte The :search ioan be overt, but the ©ommi tm.ent :mu~t 
ri.se from a ~piri tual affima:tion that wells up frolitl the depths of 
our irmer aileru:ie s 

(singing) Y 1 hiyu l • ra:t$llon - imray fi ~ im.ray fi • v' hegyon 11 bi 1 1 faneh©ha • 
Adonai tzuri v'goali~ adonai tzuri v•goalie 

KIDDUSHi 

(menz) 

* 

What is Shaba.t? The Sha.bat is a sign oot~e®n Me and the 
children of Israel forever. (Exodus 31) 

(womend The SM.bat gives man peaceful hour~f hour~ completely 
diverted fr©m everyday life, ~~ol.usj.on f'r<t)m the '!<f©rld 
in th~ midst of the world$ (Leo Ba~@k) 

The Sh~.:~t 1~ the aJfllticipation of the Mea~ianio time~ just 
as the Mellll~ia11d.c pe1~ioo is oa.1100. the time of "ieont.i.nu©1J1.s 
Sha.mt." (E:rich Fromm) 

The perfect Sh!\\\,bat re~t is the at·tuning of the l~(;)f,J.rt 
to the comprehen$i©n ()f G~i~ (Maimo1dd~111>) 

In it~ thou shalt not do any manner ©f ffOrk® (Ex©dus 20) 

27 

Devote part of the SMi.bat to Torah a.nd part toi :fe&mtingw ('ralmud) 

.The Sha.bat is the ©hoicest fruit and flower of th~ week, 
the Queen whose coming changes the humblest home into a 
palace. (Judah Halevi) . 

.: I 
i ! 

., 
ii 

The Sha.bat i.m a. atate of being governed not by the <0abindar 
but rather by man's environme1rrt~ When the circumltl\tancieB of 
M.s life permit complete rest and rela."Xati.on truu~ th18 i~ 
thf$ true time for the ,joyful celeb.t"ati.on (;)f the Shai.OO.t$ (A~ Reines) i 
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The J~wi~h t:r&ditlon@ with its lowe ©f h.omtil life and 
i:ll;~ devotion t© study~ has shown how the Sha oo t can 
be made not only ~ day ©f re~pite fr©m w@rk but a 

28 

poiid.tive factor in human d.evelopm~nt ar1d well ... being$ (! .. eon Roth) 

(w©mem) Th~ Jewish Sha.bat is dl'l~ad@ (Rabbi Em:U Hirs\Ch~ 1885) 

(men:) Every Je117, who ha.a 1t within ,h:ts, powell:'J should aid ln 
the eff@rt to rest~ra the Sha.bat. (Cyrus Adler) 

(together a ) 
Wh01:t i~ Shabat? Our anmwer~ will be as plentiful and varied as there 
are fruit~ of th~ vhu.~. (rising) 

(read~r:) 
We are here tonight k®eping the. Shabat ci.J.ive •. probing new dJ.,men~ions 8 
making it more Mealfllil'!-gful :in ic»u.r ©ommuni ty, .. more relev.;m.nt in our home~~ 
and in our personal livi:H~e We a,r(:) fort:ama.te that we have ·the freOO.om, 
to raise thb.l ioup ©f wb.e arnd sing a.loud the a:no:L~nt prayer~ knowing 
ho"M for·tuna te we are that we need not be afraid if Gur voi©es reach 
into the atr~et~. To sirng the Kiddu~h ia to aanc·Ufy ... -to p:te'o©la:im 
this day difffbrent and mE%!1.nlngfu.l-... to let o.ur v!l>ices rea©h :l.:nuaroly 3 
to our soulaa 

KADDISH* 

(read~ra) 

Bal:'flll©h a~h adonai eloheynu meleoh haolam~ ash~r kidshanu · 
b'mit~votav W 'mtza VillAU@ V.' shab:m,t kadisho b'ahava UV· .. :X:'at~on 
hi.nehilanuw Zikarora 1-Wma, ... a, .. _y v 1 rayshe~te Ki hu y\\'llm t 1 ehil<11h 
l'mikr&""illl.Y ko...i:lesh, ~~yeher l't~i~at mit~rayim. Ki wan@ 
va .... charta~ v•ota.nu,.kidashta. m'kol amim* V'shabat kad .. mha©ha 
beahCA.va 1Lllvratrllonil M.nchaltanue Baru©h ateth adonai m1 kadeah hmshai.bat® 

Baruch atah a.d.©nai eloh~ynu melech haolam ooray pri hagat.·~nO) Am~n® 
(rd.tting) 

The Talmud tell~ us that a rabbi es onee pass:t.ng through a field 
where he ~:w a -wery old man planting a,n <!ll>a.k-tr~e ~ "Why are y@u:1. 
.planting that tree?" he tiusked., "Su..1'.'ely you dio not expect to li.ve 
long eru~ugh to ®ee the acorn grow int© an oak-tre~?" "Ah!•• replied 
the ©ld l!iM,. "My ruu~EH~t©l'$!\ pb,nted. trees not for them.~elves; but for 
us in order that we rd.ght enjoy their shad~ or their fruit® I am doing 
likewise for those who will @rQlmd after mee ·~ 

(tQgetheri) 
There ar® . st..ara wh~se light reaches t,he earth Olnly aft~r they themflelwe!!> 
have d1s1ntegI'f.!l,ted and are no more~ And th~re ar~ men whoa® s©intill~ting 
memory H.ght«.r> the world aft~r they ha.v@ ~1$sed from i te The~~ light$ 
which shiJl'Ul :b1 the darkeat night ar~ thos~ which illu1,d.ne fli'.»r \IJl~ O'i!Ar path$ 
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(ail~ntly) 

The origin of the Kadd1ah ia mysterim.ta 3 angels are sa:td to have 
brought H;, down from heaven and t.aught it to men® Abou.t th.it~ prayer 
the tendereist threads of f il:tal feeling and human recolleotion are 
entwined; for it is ·the prayer of the orpha.ns~ the ones who live on@ 

It poii1aess1fHl wonderf"ul powex· $ Truly, if there is any b~md strong 
and indissoluble enough to chain heaven to earth• :1.t 1.s this praye:r.$ 
It keeps the living together~ and forms the bridge to the mysterious 
realm of the dead$ One might almost say that this prayer is the 
watchman and the guardian of the people by whom alone it is uttered; 
therein lies the warrant Q.f' its contirnm.nce. Can a people disappear 
and be anrlihila. ted. so long as a child remembers its parents? 

Beca:use ·this prayer is ·a reslirrection in the spirH:. of the peri~hable 
in man~ because it dC)es not acknowledge death; because it permits 
the blos~~m, which withered, has fallen from the tree of mankind, 
sanctitying power. Te know that when ·You die. the earth falling on 
yom:.- head will not oover you enti:r..·el;y; to know that there remain 
beh1.ndw those who, wherever they may be on this wide earth

8 
will send 

this prayer to yous to know that you leave them no house, no estate
0 

no field by which they must remember you, and that yet they will 
cherish your memory as their dearest inheritanc~~~what more 
satisfying knowledge can you ever hope for? And such i6 the knowledge 
bequeathed to u~ all by the Kaddish@ 

The life of the dead. is pl1:toed in the memory of ·th:e living., 

(ril!:ling) 
Yitgadal v'yit .... Jmdash sh'meh rabbat b'ol·•ma d.ivrah k;ir ... u .. teh 
v•yam-lich ma,l ... chu ... ·t,eh, b'cha ... ye ... iehon, uv-yo ... me .. chon uv ehayeh 
d • chii;,l bet ybnel, ba, ... a·-galah u-viZ··man .kari v, v 1 imru anu·:>n& , 

Y:J.t ... baraoh v'yishtabach~ v•y;tt ... pa-~ar v'yit-:roman&··-t.'yit-na.seh, 
v' yitJ.ha.dar, v 'y:i. t ... a,l~h, v • yi t .. ·hala.h f sh' meh d • kud-aha b' l~i©h hue 
L'ehlo min kol bir-©h-tah v•ahi-ra ... tah, tush·~b'cha.-~tah v'ne .. ·ceha.~·mfl~tah~ 
da~a~miran b'olma. v'imru amen$ 

(singing:) 
Oaeh shalom bimromav hu ya,..a, .... aeh shalom aleyn.u 
v'al kol yisrael 8 v'imru~ v'imru amen© 

Ya-a-seh shalom~ ya ... a, ... seh shalom, ahl!ll.lom al~ynu v'al .k:~l yisrael (2) 

Ya ... a-seh shalGm~ ya-a-sch shalom, shalom aleynu v•al i61 yisra.el (2) 
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(mend 

(reader:) 

30 

Juda:l.mm bears witness to ·t.he power of the idea. as a.'9a.1nmt the 
power of mere 1u1.mbers and of outward i:n.tll'.):cess; it, ~rtands for the 
enduring protest of those who seek to be true in their mm selvesm 
of tho~e who claim to be differante as again~t the crushing 
pressure of the victor and the leveller 0 who want a.11 t.o think altke. 

Judaism, by its mere existence~ is a never silent protest 
AGAINS'J~ the assumption that the multitude can b® greater 
than r::l.ght, that force may be the ruler over truth, that 
in the battle between the it.>:pir:l.tual and the material, profit 
may have the last word. 

As li;mg as Judaism continues~ nobody will be able to say that 
the ·soul of man has allowed itself to be subj1.lgated. 

'rh~, ·mere fac·t of Judaism• s e:id.stenee shows that 1 t :1.s 
impossible to conquer t,he spir:l.t~ that the spirlt can 
make men invincible, and that though spirit and mind may 
sometimes assume the appearance of an extinct volcano~ power 
yet dwell a :l.n them• power which q llietly renews i tst)lf ~ 
and breaks out afresh~ and causes movements 

We are a people in search of bonds. We have trave:irsed the sea and entered 
the wilderness of freedom and independence. We hope for the courage to 
remaln what we arei Jews ...... who through study and introspec·t.1.on 9 evaluation• 
ren.ewa,l and icom.mi.tment, quest for more meaningful and fulfilled. lives~ 
We seek truths to which we ean honestly commU, ourselves, truth6 which 
preserve the bonds that tie us tc» our pa.at, to our heri ta;ge and yet insure 
our future. For us to survive as Jews, we must begin that seareh: 

(ris:t:ng a.nd 
sing:b1g) 

. ( sile:ntly) 

(singings) 

Our eyes are opened and our hearts sincere 
as we begin our Q.Ul\lst. Thls being iso~ "lo :nay~vosh ........ 
we shall never be ashamed; "lo n'kalaim"-·· we shall never 
be dbgraoed; "lo n tlra.sha:U" ~ ... we shall never perish. 

V 1 M.-air aynaynu, b' torah ... teh-cha, v·-dabaik li baynu 
B' mi tzvo ... teh-cha ~ v' ya-chaid, 1 1 va ... vayrm, l 'ahavtt 
Ul-yirah et sh'mehcha. 
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CHAPTER I~ 

Rl1~SEARCH 

The I'1iilhna.h prov:ldes the oosh~ re~son beh:l.nd the Ninth of Av~ 

It f$tates that on this day• f:b1e tragedies bef~ll the Jewish people 

illll h:l.sto:rys 1. No Hebrew leaving Elgypt, ~xcept Caleb and Jo~knua~ 

woull'.l ent~r the pr11»mised land (Numbers 14:21-24)., 2e The First 

fell 8 the las·t 1$tr~nghold of ths Bar Kook~ rebellions .5e Jerusalem 

was demolished by the Romans. 1 These tragedies give ~ubatane~ to this 

fast, day :first menticmed by Zechariah 1 "These are the words of the Lord 

of H~stsi The fasts of the fourth month and of the fifth, the s~venth 

and the tenth shall become festival~ of joy a.mi glad.nes~ for the hou~e 

of Juda.he "2 The fa~t of ·!;he fifth month is T:tsha, B'av and the remaining 

three fasts, are rel&ted to events :surrounding the fall of th~ li'ir~t 

Commom.yeal th8 J 

After the e~tabli~hm.ent of the Sec(llnd Oom.nu)nwealth; ob111~rva,:w1cl!l of. 

these fa.at da.y!'5 wtui minimal bta't with the d~stru~tion of this Commonweal th 

( N ) 
4 . . 

on the inth of Av the fai!!lt~ be©ame mandatory,, The fast of 'I':i.sha Bwav 

or drinks on the Ninth of' Av is as if he ate and drank on the Day of 

Atonem.ente .. 5 Beca:use of th(!} tragedies that be:fell the Jews on thia day@ 

"the ritual and liturgy l/S!>:f the three mino:r fast days arE:) hr<1.roly e@mpara 1>1e 

to the :d tua.l and 11 turgy <:>f Tisha BI ave u 6 
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P 1·:;i;) 10 ~ a minor tractat~ of th®i Talmud~ and 

a se©ti~m of the Shult!:}han Aruoh. 7 

any w<e~kday service. however the recitation of the prayer~ 1,ga tli:me 

in a. ~ubdued.and mournful voi©e3 8 After the Kaddi11>h~ the Book ©if 

'E\I}'"") 9 Lam en ta ti<MH:> i~ read, f ollcm~ by ,.;:1 "· / • 

Specific mim~r deviations in th~ ev~n:big a~d mo1"1!1ing servi©ilti!l> 

s~n~ to reinfor©e the moOO. 1)f Tisha B0ave One eDJJlpl~ i.n the 

mom:big tse:r.viom :t~ the ~111 b&1U. tutioi:n of' u ~I({)) .)) ..., I e1 for F1 I~') ,.;)') I e.~ w 

Th~ raa~~ning is ·that Mo~e#il 1 S©ng of' wamil!llg (Deuteronomy 32) i~. mor<e 

e..pp:roprlat~ than M.~ 11$0lllg of' rejoic~.ng aftei:- having c:rq.)StH·ld the R~d £:h~a0 U 

The pag,:ma.ga b">ginrd.)f).g r; PJJJ'J i~ omitted :fl'Ol11 ·the Kaddi.~h for bCllth 

evanlng and morning service~ beica'!Ui\O the w~rae tram Lamenta:ti.ona J 18 S\!Agge~ts 

th&t GOO. w:lll no'l:~ hear l'.<ll,lfl.Y supplicatio11u,u wiYea.~ even 1i1'hen I cri~d llll.nd 

~alletl f~n'.' help~ H~ did shut «::>trt .my prayerm " 12 Another r~aJ$011'!. for 

thi~ omission fa so ·that the Kaddish following ·the Amid& will ~ th«lll 

same a.s ·the n1oiurncr 1 3 Kad.di~h. 13 

daily petitio~s f©r gr~©~ .tlUlld ~rdon~ 15 w.rnd 3$ P~lm 20~ whi©h b~gin~ 

"Me.y the Lo:t'li ai.n~wer you in th~ hour ro:f tr©ttble~ e. 11 16 Thl.il Bibli©al 

J6 
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He has walled me i.n so that I canEl!©it 
esroape 0 and we:l.g'hed me down with 
fetters~ even when I cry out and 8 call for help, he rejects m.y prayer. 1 · 

$ • e Thou. h1111.t5t hidden thyiael:f behind. th4l'I 
cloud.a bey~nli rea©h of our praye:rs®,.19 

'l'he key dynamic im that there aho'2>uld oo no expeotationm that on~~s 

prayers will be fulfilled, much le~s heard. Any petitions or prayera 

of repantt.tnc~ are deemed in~ppropriate for TiBha Beaw020 

A ~pecial prayer, fj•J"tt' * re©ited on all fast d$J.y5~ ill;l 

inserted :lnto the (}' (0, -""®/' / '!.., of th0 morning Amid.a® In this 

prayer the worshipGr .implore~ Goo to all'uswer his prayers cm. "this day o:f 

the fast of our h:mniliat1on\\ ,,.2i 

the ~ven~.ng service :f©r the reading of Lament1i!l.tionm purt f'or·th in the 

? I ') '"" In f; ~ and. 

'rhe ;®;ynagogu~ is aitripp~d 0f. 
U.s adornments.. Even the curtain 
of the ark is removed. All bright 
lights a.re ext:b1guiah~d ~ Only 
enough ligh:t is left to permit 
the wor~hipera to folloM the servioe$ 
In aome synagogues candles are di~tri­
b~:ttOO. to the worshipqr~ ~ and they 
follow the ser~iei~ by ~ndlel:ight., 
The people remove th~ir snoe~ and mit 
on the floor or on l©lw ato©lla like 
mourth®ra • a.nd t.he p:t•ayera are recited 
in subdu~d voiceae2J 

main themes~ all signi:fi©a.nt to the 'r1$hst B'av observanoe$ The 

:first theme is ref'lected i.n the m«:>u:t·Kting f ©r the destruotion of 

Jeruaalem and the F:l.rst Temple and the resulting ex:Uea 

How sol:l tary li@s the c:l ty, once so full 
of ~oplel Once great among.nationsw 
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n~w ooconu\'l a wld{l)WJ ©in©e quee.n among pro .. 
vin©e$~ n~w put t~ forced labour! 
Bitterly she weepa in the night~ 
tears :rim clown her ciheek~; ahe h11ts no one 
to · bring her ~omf ort a,mong all· that .l<(;)we 
her* all her :fri~nds tum11.1d t1~i'tor alllld 
became her enemie~~ Judah went into 
the misery of exile &l!'l\d endle~s ~~rvitude~ 
Settl~ among the nati©nil,\ ~he fo\lnd nc 
remting-pla©e ~ ~ll he1· per~emut()r~ t'ell 
wpon her in her i!ii©re iltraits~ (Lamen:tation~ 131ff) 

The s~oond theme ia represented by a ho~ for relief from th~ pu~i~hrnent 

caumed by ~inful behaviort 

Tho~e who for no r~a~©n w0re by 
en®m:i.os drove me 11.".xuelly like a bird; 
they thrust .me alive into the silent pit. 
and they elo~OO. it over me with a stone; 
the waters rose high above my hea4, and 
I ~:td 0 "My end. has co11Hll® it But I ca.ll@d 
on thy name, O Loxut fr~m the deptha 
ro:f the pi·rt;i thol!A heard.eat my vo;t~e: ~© 
n©t tun a deaf @ar when r cry, "Come 
to my reli.ef,." (Lameatati©n~ 3#52ff.) · 

The tl')ird. ·t;,h~me is ai hoptl :for reeto:ra tio', . ~ft'e~ted ))y .lt'~pefttance ~ 

' of th® T®mple, .Jerusal~m~ and Im1·ael ~ s ~pedal rel~tion~hip 1\dth GOO.¥ 

O l1ord 8 thou a.rt elf!l,thJ:'oned. for ever~ 
thy throne end:t~:res from one gernex~t:i.©n 
to uother. . Why wilt thou qw.i'a;e f ~rget 
u~ Wllld formtke us the~~ m~ny days? 
O L«)rd ~ 'turn Ut-J back t© thyself• and 
we will come bac!q ren~w ©>ur daya a~ in 
time!l3 lolfllg past~ For if thot1 ha21~t 
utterly rejected ua~ then great indeed 
ha$ been thy anger against us. (I~mcntation~ 5s19ff~) 

The read:i.ng of Lament.ation$ is the out~tanding feature of the eve11d.ng 
. ;_ ' 

Rabbi M~:!.r Hothan.berg began the t:r~dition of iiot '!<fearing "Tallit" 

or "'l' '. f illen '' on the morning of Tisha B 1 av ~~ a aign of mou:i:•ning. 
2J<1-

Lamenta:Uc:ms 211'? aupporta this tradition in .that God is suppoadl'A. to have 

rent his cloths on Tisha B'av and the Midrash takes this t~ mean that 

I~'»rael should :r.~move i ti1il nTalli t"., Z5 
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equated with a per~©n m~urr1ing the lo~s of a loved ~no~ and thi~ pers©n 

muat not 11partakl!'!I of the Prie~tly Benediction~ "26 

A@l\'$Ording to the . ? I ").,.'"( . /') f, fl l!)lfHl ~nnot study the twofold 

law, :for it 1£'1 a l'!!Jource of joy~ s11,s the B:I. ble says i " .. 8 • the precepts of 

~he Lord are righteous~ rejoicing the h~art0 11 Biblical passages that are 

pa.:rt of the serwill:l0 itself are permisi$a.bl.e* The Torah reading~ wh:tah 1s 

part of the 1Serwi~ia. is therefore perm.:tssable. 27 I will di$cuss the 

the prayere "JJle~sad th~ True .Judge.,..~ ,,.2B 'l'his i~ approprilll:te f©r 

' 29 'ri~ha B9 eil,W for it ii!! th~ bli®S!\\iing recited upon l':'C@©eiwi1mg bad news$ Th~~ 

dynamic ©if th:ls prayer 1.$ the Jew• is complete resignation t© Goo 1 s willi 

that 'lll'h.a:t~w~:r evil has ~fallen him~ it is a m~uilif~stati©lllll of G~i w ~ 

• J,,i 30 J'llSi. ©e~ 

Aft©ll' the T©rah ri:Mtding 0 the eongr*gation begins t@ r~ad th~ 

,J) IJ'T» 11Antil it "baa exm1;1J1~ted its ample @apacity fo:r mourning t.1.,nd 

lamentatione"3! 

The af'ternoon ~~rwicia is basically the same a&!» any ioth@r f a:et day 

~~xeept for ai. few vari.a. ti on ms The "1'a1JJ. t" and "'111 fill en" are w©rn $ 32 

dealing with the destruotion l!Jf the Fh~st 'l'em.ple~ This oon~(i!}lat:l©n 

prayeJJ.• i~ in~ertoo into the bened:l@tion for the rebuilding of Jerlll~al«:ims J'.3 

The M:lshnah B t rai.~h©t lhJ 8 ~uppo:rta this insertion .for it sa;ys that one 

should ;ln$ert all'!I. hist©ri<r.al paili'!aage into the "Ami.dab." for 1'iaha B1a.v., 

39 

.1: 

I 
'! 

i 

.L 



Temple J 2. a deslr{} for relief from the pu:nl$hment oa:1.u~ed by s:Lnful 

behavio:r ~ J 0 a ho~ for rea,tora ti on of the Templ~, J e1•1.usa.lem ~ and the 

· apecia.1 relatfonsh:lp between Iarael and Goo~ 4m :n:equ~ste for G~i to aweng~ 

the oppres~ed~ and .5e the. ooltef that re~nU!.all.ce 'Ifill restore peac@~ and 

bring forglw.en~gjis ;from Goo for their 11d.1ru~~ MoiSt dirgea refer to ·th«ill 

d.afll,tru~ti©ns of- the 'l'emple arld Jerusalem• yet 8/J.B centuries pai\!lsed and 

the bunir.ig of tho Talmud in Pa:x:is and the expul~ion:s fr~m Spain were 

also inc1uded.J4 

0 Zion, stng a dirge for thy·h@use which 
ia bumt, cry al!Qud :tn b:it·ter woe fQ'.re' ·the 
ruin ©>:f thy vini®~. 0 ~iem ~ by reason o:f 
multitude of thy sins, $tir up woe and 
lamentation like a w:i.dow that h~'® become 
tri buta.ry tQ everyone whio pai$s~s by m .L:tft 
up a dirge upon the howls with b:i'tter la ... 
menta ti on, yea.* ut·ter wailings with all 
the might of thy voice. for they multituderr;p 
that have been slain. Woe, how have the 
sons of Zion Been slain in wrath by 
Mc;iab~ for they :mighty pridei ©all for 'the111 
tha. t shall lament thee e 0 Z~.on ~ ln bitter ... 
ness lift up thy howlings a~d dirges@ 
lam~m.ta ticm a.rid desolate weepir1g f ~r thy 
desolate homea~J5 

How muoh longer will there be weeping in 
Zion .and mourning in Jerusalem? o. have 
mercy upon Zion and rebuild i;he walls of 
Jerusa.lem. 
011 account o:f our sina the Sanctuary was 
dest:r.·oyed 11 and on account of OW'.' ::tn:l.qui. ties 
was the 'l'em:pla burnt dcJwn. In the land 
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which is associated wi.th :i.t, the angels 
joined in n1ourning and the hcsta of 
he~ven did raise a lamentation,:36 

The v<>ice of Zion•a daughter sore doth 
moan ~ she waile·t:.h from afar in a.ngu:I. sh deep, 
uttereth the cry of Hesbon overthro~n~ 
and with the weeping of Mephaath deoth 
weep.· Woel I· have drunk the cup, have 
drai.ned itl Woe! Lions with savage 
fangs have me undone, Daughter of 
Babylon, that liest lotif'l 
Daughter of Edom~ O thou guilty one! 
Where:f ore, 0 Xion ·~ art bewall:tng thee 
O'er this thy doom? for ioi thy sin is knowni 
By the abundance of ini(uity behold.est 
thou the exile of .thine own; for that 
thy watchman true ,thou didst forsake~ 

37 to harken unto words false omens spake. 

J. Restoration of Zion and of the special relationship between Goo and 

Israels 

Thou must arise and shine for all that seek 
thy light; they that wander in gloom will be 
illumined by thy gleams~ Then onoe more 
will Z:l.on be an uplifted sig.n, a banner to 
all :peoples, when the :feet of those that 
bring thee good tidings are lifted up. Put 
off the garb of miserya crimson and scarlet 
shall thy robes now bes as a bride de©k thyaelf 
with costly raiment® Say not I am too old to 
join my groom, yet again wilt thou put 
on youth~ wilt thC»u. stretch out the breast 
to thy sucklings~ Thou shalt bear thy 
darling sons at a time of delight, for as 
the eagle, will thy :freshness arise once more. 
For good alone will thy Crea.tor incline thy 
will, and will guard thee; guarded wilt thou 
be fQr ever, with thy teachers~ as a well 
builded city.· 'rhe Almighty will' redeem thy 
dear ones from the hands of the wild boar, 
and to the temnant of thy flock once aga:i.n 
will come the·c:ro'lofn of beauty~J8 

Where ia that .'''l'hU5" of the declaration of 
Him who covenanted a.iou.d with our Father in 
the Pact be·tween the Portions~ "Thus shall 
be for ever" (Gen., 1.5:5)? But now ... , .. my bones 
are wasted with alaying~ Wh;y,. 0 Lord.w 
hast Thou rejected. for ever?J'f 

And thus .. did ·Iaa.ac: a.11 his sorrow tell 
unto the I.oro. who high in Heav 1 n doth dwella 
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"Wherefore was I appointed to be slain? 
My seed is crushed and low in bondage laini 
Abt where is now Thy p.t•omise made of old a 
"My covenant with Isaac I will hold?" 
Then father Abraham with· bitter ery 
Implored, a suppliant lowly, God on high: 
"Ten times in vain for them great trials I bore. 
For woe! mine eyes have seen de~truction sorei 
Aht where is now Thy promise made o:f:' olds 

4 "Apram, tho shalt nort fear, thy shield behold? .. O 

4~ Requests for God to avenge the persecuteds 

Pay them (the foes) a ·reward. as then when 
thy (Israel) saw Thy face$ Pursue to des­
truction those who devise (evil) against 
Thy 'treasured ones (Israel)® Give ove1: to 
·the flame those who se·t fire to the precious 
things (the Temple)s Call. then. a day to 
cause them to drink the cup. ~tored in Thy 
co:rnerse ·· JJet all their eveil come be:fore Thee~ 
~.1et it (punishment) com~ to the adversary 
that hath destroyed us. q.1 · 

We, with waywatd hear·ts, have :forgotten 
the Sabbath; Thou. Almighty 0 hast caused 
our righteous aots to be forgotten~ 0 be 
jealous for Zion with a great jealousy, and 
cause Thy bright light to shine upon "her 
that was great with people. 1142 

Thine~ O Lord. is the :righteousness a in taking · 
one people ·frGm the mldst of another, 
wondrously# Ours, O Lord~ th~ sha11tt11fuln.esiu 
in the falseness f ou.nd in us in following 
thei.r ways. 
'fh:lne, O Lord, is thei righteousness: . that Thou 
did.at proclaim..·"Ye are my wltnessea •. I your 
God 11

1 ··Ours.. 0 , Lord, the shamefulness~ that 
we scorned Oltr Lord a:t Sinai 1 "Ar.ise and 
make us a God." 
Thine, 0 Lol'd ~ ·1a the righteousness a in the 
two d.estruotions th:t•ough our rapine$ but·. 
we were lefts Ours., O .tom·. the shamefulness: 
in returning' to Thee with all our heart~ 

43 that Thou shouldst return to U$ :ln meroye 

The dirges originated from the idea that trouble results from sinful 

behavior and the con.seque~ce is punish~e~~.44 ~e~~te,n:ce .is ·th~~ only way 

tci revoke these punishme:ntsil' and through :forg:lveness from God salvation 
' ' ' ' . . 
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' J~5 ·. 
:ts attained. '.l'his· underlying idea is not only relevant to th®l dirges~ 

b'art also. to the Scriptural portiot1s for T1$h& 13 'av* 

The portions 13elt'lcted :for the 'I'orah and Haphtorah readings also 

for .. the afte:rnoon service is the same as other fast da.ys8 It is t,he 

morning service substitutions for the regula:Ii''f'aat day readings that are 

signlfioamt to our discus8ion of Tisha B•av.46 

Megillah J1b contains a discussion regaxding which po:rtiontiJ lllhould 

of De'lil.teronomy 4:25...40 for the Tc.llrah portion and Jeremiah 8113 ... 23 for the 

Hapntorah portion$47 Exodus 3411 ... 10 iathe regular Torah :reading for a 

fast da,y, but oocause of its appeal to the '.!'birteen Attributes of GOO. 

) 48 (ver~es 6 and 7 it is deemed inappropriate on Tisha B•~v* On the 

other hand, Deuteronomy /if.s2S is quite reilevant. for it contains the warning 

that Mose~ gave to Israel regarding what may happen to them if they 

disobey the Tora.he Mo~ea' words describe what actually did happen to 

to God, he will have mercy on thema 

When you have ohi.ldren and grandchildren 
and grow old in the land if you then fall 
into the degrading practice ·of making 
any kind of carved ;f'igure § doing what :ta 
wrong in the eyes of the Lorcl your God and 
provoking him to anger~ I summon heav~m and 
earth ·to 'ldtness again~'Jt you this dayi you 
w~.ll vanish from the land whi«.11h you are 
to occupy after crossing the Jordan. You 
will not live long in its you will be swept 
away. The Lord will diaperse you among the 
peoples, and you will bo left few in number 
among the :nations to which the Lord will leaci 
you~ There you. will worlilhip gods made by 
human hands out of wood and st<mEi, gods that 
ca,n:~nei,ther see nor hear, neither er£t nor 
smell. But if from there yf;u seek the 
Lo:rd yoMr God~ you will find himf if indeed 
you search with all your heart an¢!. soul~ When 
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you are in distresmii and all theme thil;!lgll!l 
come upon you~ y©u will in days ·t.o conu~ 
t.um back to the li0l'd your Goo and obey 
him, 'rho Lord your Goo ie a merciful goo i 
he will never fail yQu nQr destroy you 8 n~r 
will. he forget the oovenant guara.nt~ed · 
by oath with your :f'orefa:tl'u~rs. (Deuteronomy 4125 ... :31) 

Thtu:i with sin~ere repentanree 0 redemptiox'h w:Ul be reali~ed, ~lvation 

will be attained$ 

The Haf·t~ra.h portion provides um with Jeremiah 's view of the 'di1astor 

that befell the people with the destruction of the First Tem:pl$ ~ lie mourmi$ 

the deatruotion and the exile of hi.a people* The selection of 

this suppoi:.itioni 

I am wounded at the sight of my 
people•s wounds I go like a mourn~r, 
~vercome with h0rror~ Is there no 
balm in Gilead, no physic:ta,n there? 
Why has no n~w skin grolm. over their 
wound? W~uld that my head were all 
water~ my eyes a fo~ntain of tears~ 
that I might weep day and night for 
my peeple's deada (Jeremiah 8~21-9:1) 

The Torah and Ha.phtorah portions echo the hme them~s am the d.irgea., 

Moaea states that their. own sinful behavior will result in exile and 

lmpellldi:ng disaator 9 but t11;» n© avail,. Yet Mm:.'l~S ai.:irnd Jeremiah b~th 

~peak @f a hop~, but only through repentan~e$ 

The Torah and Iiaphtiora.h portlona f'or the a.:fte:rnC)on mervi©a cc:m.sole 

the people and offer them hope~ a~ do th~ ~bove mentioned in$ertion~ 

into the aftern~on liturgy e These porti ~ns ~ ·~hough not pe«:mlia:r to 

Tish~ B'av, arG relevant to the day. Ex«lua )2:11$14 and J4r1~10 
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and ~orahip of the G~lden Calf. God grants forgiveness and renewB the 

coweinari:t$ Isaia~ .55•6 t~ .5618 contains woms o:f con~olat:tOJn and hope 

for all who return t~ Goo.: "ueand l~t him returlfl untG the I,ord~ ud 

He will have C()m~si$1Qn upon him@" 

B•av ~mpha.sizes the de~tru.otionis of the Temple and the ex:Ue result:tng 

from the fir~t destruet!io~8 The causes for this pWli$hment meted out by 

God are transgrEHisaions ~nd sin against Goo and His Law. The only hope 

that characterizes the ~vening and morning services give~ way in the 

afterIH;l!On liturgy, to prayers for the restcration of Jerua.lEllm, 

opnsola.t:ton, a.nd hope f©r the coming of peaee, that is~ the coming ©>f 
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CHAPTER II. 

CRITIQUE 

There are three major areas of criticism that point to the 

problems some modern Jews have regarding the traditional Tisha B'av 

liturgy: 1s All persecution and oppress!Ori is a resu.H.~ of Israel's sin 

and transgress:!. on against God's will. 2. Repentance and a return ·to Goo 

will effect God's restoration of the Temple which will end the exlle and 

bring peace to the Jewish people. · 3$ Regardless of how unfairly the Jew 

is treated, God, "the True Judge," has an ultimate purpose for exacting 

this destructive treatment. 

This critique will deal only with the traditional lit'lllrgy since the 

Reform Union Prayerbook contains no liturgical observance of Tisha B'av~ 

Underlying the belief that God causes the tragedies that occur, is 

·the prophetic belief that Goo does act in history; he causes nations and 

peoples to move against Iara.el when she has sinned. With this belief firmly 

entrenched in the Jewish mind, it is logical that the liturgy should reflecrt 

the same thinking. This influence «>f prophetic belief brought a "complete 

1 dependence upon a higher wille" . 
I ,, ,, -

'l'he Medieval persecutions ' i:ntrOO.uced a 
. mournful ~piri t . irito the liturgy"' $ • the. 
synagogue poetm incessantly reminded the 
Almighty 6£ ·the suffer:lngs 'endu;tied by 
the Jews and of the oonatanoy exhibited 
by the 'ma.1•tyrs 'who died for the oo.ncti .. 
flea.ti on of God '.s namee They mourned over 
the desti'ilct:fon of the holy Temple and the· 
:tntermina.ble exile. e e 'l'he poets continued 
to proclaim Israel ' s guilt as the oatu\e of 
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the exile and .Israel's tranli!lgress.1.ona a.s 
the reason for the Me~siah's not coming to 
redeem the Jewish people$2 

The dirge$ reinforoe this belief as I pointed ou·t in the prev:J;ou:s seotion. 

Phrases such as "•@$on account of our sins the San~tuary was destroyed; 

and on account of our iniquities wa.a the Temple burnt dow.n
9
•t•"3 place 

the guilt of these tragedies upon the afflicted. The Haphto:r.ah for 

Tisha'B•av morning clearly informs the mourners against whom they have 

sinned: 

For the Lord haa spurned the generation 
which has rou~ed his wrath~ and has 
abandoned them~ For the meu of' J'ttda,h have 
done what is wrong in my eyes, says the Lord •• , 
From the c1 ties of J:udah and. the streets 
of Jerusalem I will banlsh all $Otmds of joy 
and gladness, the V.oice of the bridegroom an~ 
the bridei for the land shall become desert. 

Indeed the worshiper reali~es that this punishment was directed toward.a 

the Jews who lived at the time of the first destruction, ye·t Idelsohn 

points out that the continual recitation of ·the dirge~ and portions 

"all suppressed pain which accumulated in his heart. due tc hi~ peculiar 

situat.ion among the nations of the world~ found exprei!jsion in the .)) IJ7> 
All his troubles, he traced back to one source: to ·the los~ of his 

homeland and the ruin of the Sanctuary."5 

Thls serves, in my opinion; two negative purposes. First, :lt crea:tes a 

dependence upon God$ Ha is the object of the transgression and the source 

of the punishment 0 so to all(l)viatie that punishment the Jew must d.epend 

upon God for forgiveness and mercy~ The mournful dirges and prayers arouse 

a. "oonsciousnEt:JJ$ of dependence on the one hand• and the powerful will to 
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.11V(ilu .on the other,,, · These dyoo.mios give rise to con:f'1denoe and trusts 

GOO. oon and will save me. 116 Se@ondly~ this dependence channels energies 

towari.s one's active effort to improve his life and environment. Onie neM 

liturgical a.naHr1f.Kt" as to why the Jew is afflicted, :is no long~r a :ir.eliewlll.nt 

cy.nam1oo The Ian.el of 1967 realistioally saw that their problems were ruJt 

the ©a.use of sintul··and transgressive bCilha:vior. To 'blame your problem:s en 

an. escapUit attitude, and one that will in no way improve one's immiadiate 

!tlituationo 

Ea.oh day, in the Amid.a., the pious Jew petitions Goo to restore the 

Temple and ita $erw1oe and rebuild Je:nu.~alem, 7 On 'l'isba B•a.v, the prayer 

Pr>J is 1iruaerted into the Fourteenth Benediction of the Amida., Thia 

prayer is inserted following the petition to God to "speedily set. up.,.,
0 

the throne of David," iee«i, bring the Messiah. The main thrust of the 

prayer is the request for comfort .for those who a:re mo~1ng for Zion
111 

8 

God is here presented as the only source of comfort and the only one 

who can rebuild Zion, for the rebuildilrlg 0f Zion is the comforting 

foroe. Gtl>ti destroyed Zion by the hand tilf ·Amemy natio:ru~ ...... only he can 

rebuild itie The prayer read~• 

:For thou, 0 J,oi."d, didst @onsume her wri th. 
firee and with fire ·thou wilt in futur~ 
restbre her, as it is said, "As for me, I 
will ~ unto her~ saith the Lord, a wall of 
fire round a bou:t., and I will be a glory 
in the midst of her"" BlessiOO.·art thou O Lord• 
w>ho oomfortaa·t. Zion and :reguildeth Jerusalem.,, 9 

forgiveness, and the crea.tio:n of the sta.te of Israel has, a.a is obvious, 

not brought peace.' The theme ·expll'essed in the above prayer once aga.irn.. 
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ow:n ab1lit1es and energies for the atta.inDu."hnt <:Pf Jewit'4h s~curity and. pea©®, 

When on~ is afflicted, the Talm.u.d -~* he should fi:rwt examine his 

~w condu~t clos~ly and .:tf he find~ no :d.n • be may blam.e h:l.m suffering on 

his neglect of the stud.y o.f Torah. If this .is not the ca.us~ than he 

should a!lllJ,Um~ that the.affl:J.otion i~ a "©hast1$ement of love, 11 executoo 

for the im.provem.ient of his oha:ract(l)r., 1° 11Repentence ii.ii the @ure t©r a1n~ .. u 
Once achieved, the Jew has a.t~ined deliverance f:wom d:lfiltresa and per11,. 12 

The tra.di tioMl 11 turgy reinforces the belief i)l 11chastisemerirts of love," 

as will be Pr.>intoo out :fu?'ther on. It also, by pl.acing the blam~ for the 

deat:ruct1ons on tho sins of: the Jewish people, forces the Jew to r~pent, 

to submit to Qot•s will,. for it is only through true repentan©~ and 

forgiv~ness from God th.at the affliction can be removed. The txaditional 

~lief tMt negative reinf'oroement. as exhibited by the warnings :found 

in ·the Torah portion~., will :bnprCIW'e th~ Jew'~ faithfulness and loyalty to 

GOO.' a Lew and. therby improve man. 13 

The Tisha. B•av liturgy promulgates the ooli~f that God his a.f'fl1@ted 

the Jewish people primarily bees.us~ they he;ve,~sinned.. A eecond rea.£!1.ol!T! 

is that he has chastised them. out ot l.w~. The. concept of))?)) t ft /'? 10 1 

is disc1111J!Sed at length in. the•Ta.lmud~4 'but the essence of' it lies in the 

blessing, "Blessed is the. True' Judge11 .. " which '.is r*lloi ted by the Torah 

reader Qn Ti~ha B•av, The affliotionm over which th~ Jew 1$ so distress~d 

are looked upon as manifestations of G~~a justic~. 15 The J®w, because 

of his "special relati~nsh1p" td:th GOil, must·· "give tha.:t:Akis for the evil 

just as tri.e gives thanks for. the gooo.., 11
16 for GOO. is the 15'.ln~ Judge" 

and would :not exact unwarranted punishm.~nto The prayer .rGads1 
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BleasOO. be he. for his judgment :la true, 
and his ~ye d1~oerneth all things, and he 

. awardeth unto man his reckoning and his 
sentence, and all mu~t re~d~r aclo'lowledgme~t 
unte him..,, We know,· 0 Lord, theiit thy·. 
,judgment is righteous E thou art jiistified. 
when thou speakest, and purG when thou judgest, 
and 1 t is not for u~ to 111.um1u'." at thy m~thoo 
of judgingi just art thou, O Lord and 
righteoua a.re thy jm:lgm®n.ts. 0 true <!ll.nd 
righteous Jud.get .Blega~ed by tbe "r.nne 
Judge, all whose judgments are righteoui!$ 
and tr1.u.~, 17 

Jewish trad:!:tion has many eumplem of those who have qu~rBtioned Goo•a 

jus'itj,©:~111 Job did so,yet ioonol:uded with the belief put forth by the 

pr~~ed.ing blessingm affliot10ns are all manif@~tation$ of God•s 

ju11£tice and will and ru'."e, therefore, 'l:Je;r()nd question as to whether they 

arie warranted. or not. This faith lead~ again to piu:ssi vi ty and 
0 

:Lf 

beli~ved, immcbili~es the Jew regarding alflly e:ff\m:··t to deteminie for 

h1m~el.:f what @c.'!lnsti tute~ undo oppression. By viewing oppr~asi.0111 and 

a:f'flict10?1 as Gcd ~ s will, the i:nd1 v1dual will then do little, it ncthi:rng, 

t~ better hi~ lot. 

An outsta:miing pe~1t1v~ featwre of th~ Tisah B0av liturgy, is ·t.hie 

qua:U:ty ~f h:epfn that end~ the famtt:li oblerv~u'llce,, Indeed thi:s ihe:p6 111\\l 

misguided, f.or the bopfil should b$ gr~unded in an~~ potential for 

eelt-improvemont, ra~her than r~lying pa,ssivly on God. 0a m~r~y. But I 

:refer scll';)ly to the dynamic ·i;,mt the Jew, after this deep p~riod of' 

mourning and ~elf ....affliction, is bll:'ought to a levGl of hope$ he endm thi.8 

period in optimism and not a pessim.inm that l~a.d~ to a fatal!st:t.c ooli~f 

l stat~ ea.1 .. li~r tha:t th~ Uni0>n Prayerbook ©Ol!ltairu~ no Tisha. .a-av 

ol.'il1Jlenafloe nor dooa it ~v~n mention the <e~1~tenc~ of the daye Ameri~n 

R~fcrm Judail!§!I!. a00.ndoin<i1d the obserwan.c~ of all minor :fa1t days., 18 In 1847 ~ 
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the B~rlin Reform C~ngr6gat1on d1sca:rd~ th® observance of TiBh& B•av b~©&~~~ 

of the new d~f1nition of Mos~ia~1$m. 19 There wam no val~e 1~ th~ reeitation 

of prayer~ that ~ought the re~t@rat1~n of the Temple service and th~ coming 

'of th~ Me11siah, for it is man, ·thrO\agh ccc~rative effort, who will br.i~g 

th~ Merii:1a:111utlc age. ZO The rea,son~ tor thil di.ts~rding @f Tisha B• av ais 

mtai.tOO. by th~ Mrly r~torm6rs ar®, i~ JPY opinion, valid and s~rved t©i aid 

in the d®v~lcp11t~~t of a more s~lf ~determintrsJ~w. 
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CHAPTER III o 

PROPOSAL 

Th~re 1~. a trend t~y.in R~f~rm congregation~ towards th~ 

return of' the obmenanc~ of Tisha B•av. I ooli(drwe tM.t. depending upeEl! 

the liturgy, th~ cl~servance @f thi~ day can be meaningful am relevant. 

Sino~ the Union .PrayerboojdQea not have a T11ah B'til.w liturgy-, I woTutld 

pri0p~~ei the following s.en1ce.as one m~ans of obsening th~ Nil!lth of Av. 

The bulk of the sel;'Vic® t oott~r reterJ;>OO. to a.a an experiie1ice, i~ th~ 

histori~l J?a.S~ge~ ~ginning with 586 BCE and e~d1ng witb 1~ CE. 

On the whole, these secti@ns contain at l•at on®J hist(l)rioal dociumGnt 

desQribi:ng the event. f~llC!!w~ by ai.~l{l)Sponse to that ewent by th~ Jewf$ who 

exp~r.·iel'A@ed or. witn~1t1aed. ito Til:iis prooiedure ~ffers two pOIJ;1tive bel!lte:fit~ 

to the pa.rt1oipl'u1ti 1. He l~a.ms som~ Jev:\.$lili hillltC!l>:ry f~m thl\lll pr:b11ary 

sour@es • 2 • Me realir;es ·the eommi t1111.~nt thel$e J ev11 had to the $Ul'W1 vatl 

of their faith. Their b®liefE!> may not aoin®ide with cur modern bel:lefai; 

b.ll't I beliavei, it is important tc s)low the str~:ngth of their eouit11ni!illnt. 

Inatead of ending th® dirge~ with th® ~xpu.lmicn from Spain~ I imv~ 

ienlarged the eJ:per1~Jl'M1@! ti@ iJrnclude eiwent,iai id.th wld.ch the pe.:rrti@ipaXAt •n 

l!u.~r~ -.aily 14<tntif'y e 

Betd.d.Gs ooi:ng a 11®1son in an as:pGc·t cf' Jewish h:lstoryt the ®Xperi((:)nee 

alao siein11im, (1) to re1uf@rcei th.ie Jew9 t!'I historioal, ?'~()ts by ooooming 

~moti~nally inwalwed with certain h1$tcrica.l pr~blems of' the J~ws, 

(2) to ~~lighte~ or r~mi~d th~ ~~ern J~w ot threat~ to JGw1~h exi~ten@~ 
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today, ()) to hopef\llly motivate him. to activll!Dly di:r~ot }~is ~l!'!®1"g1~s 

to th~ ~urvival ~f Juda~~- by developing hi~ own strength @f ~omm1tment 0 
(4) to reinforce the ~liat that lll!'.Ul @alfb. impr~w~ him~elti thai.t Ju~iam 1~ 
a fa~.th. of' ho:pe pid not d@~pad.r, and (5) to ~int «>14t that it is o:rnly 

It is hoped that thee~ main themes will provide an experieno~ tha,t 

is both enlightening and meaningful to modern Jews who wi~h to obxerwe 

Tiiah!a :a 1 av wt find the ·traditional observan11:ie not in accord with their 

Practi,cal. suggestio11uu 1.) S~e ~gas 20-21 ~ sugges·tionlil 1, 2 ~ and .Se 

2.) A film entitled "Games of Angels" (Borowc!tyk...Janu~ NC'l)w Cinema Film, 

fymmid ll"'ilm~, San.ta Menioa, Cali:f ornia) Could be in~erted aft~:r the 

first "reader" seo·Uon on page 62 of' the experienoe11 3,) The experience 

may be heightened by giving eaoh per~on a oandle and having each 

part1~ipant silently light his own at the beginning of the experience, 

Yoo may also want to suggest sitting on the :f'loor and rellilloving shoes, 

I 
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Chapter IV 

ORIGINAL LITURGY 

Rli~MEMBER FOR T 0 M 0 R R 0 W 

The past is our cl.·adle • no·t our 
p~i~on, ~nd there 1s danger as well 
as appeal in its ~gla,mo:r* The pa,6t 
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(Israel Zangwill) 
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(reader) B1 chol dor vador ••• In every generation the Jew is obligated to 
see himself a$ if he too went out of Egypts 

(singing) B 1 chol d,or vador, cha·:Y"i:l.v adam lirot ) 
MrQt et atzmo k 1 :tl.u, k 1 ilu hu yatz~h m'mit~-rayim. · )2 

B' chol dor vador, cha~yav ad.am lirot et atzrrio 

(child) 

(child) 

K•ilu hu, k'ilu hu, k'ilu hu ya.t~ah m'mitz-rayim. )2 

Ma :nish-tanah hayom bazeh m1kol ha ... yameem? Why is this d.ay 
different from all. ·the other days? 

(cong.). Becaul$le today is the ninth of Av~ Tisha B•a.v on ·t.he 
Jewish calendar~· ... a day whose rising sun brought d~rkness 
and death-.. a. sun whose gl:l.mme:d:ng rays enabled us to see 
more clearly the charred 'remple, the a.shened prayer books 0 

the smoldering Torah. A day whose night winds carry the 
groans of the. inflicted and .. the ~tench of death. A day on 
which we stand amidst our homeless and slaughtered 
brothers, trying to remember. 

Why should I.remember? I didn't even know them. 

But they knew you, maybe.not by name but certainly 
by your people. · · 

(reader) And we know. them. Their names are ju!f ~ judio ~ yud '', Y' hudee 
and Jew. We and they are members of the same :family, bearing 
the name Jew$ 

(child) 

(cong.) Throughout the year we often remember them with the joy 
of Succot_ Simchat Torah, Chanulm.hf Purim, and Pesach. · 
Bu·t tonight we recall only the martyrdom of Ald.ba, the 
homelessneasof'Babylon, the crush of Romee Tonight we 
learn. of their p].ight and c.;ee their :i;geepi.ng and feel 
·their pain of ~ing Jewish., Tonight we too,. will see the 
world tbrough the rubble of a Temple destroyed twice and 
and the debris of synagogues and books and bodies destroyed 
twice. three timest again and aga:lnee$ 

But shouldn't we ... t:i:.·y to for get ·these things? 11hey happened 
so long ago. 

(oong~) We have been traversing 11Egypts" for ~houaands of years 
In 1939 we entered, 8,3000·,ooo of ua, and 2Aooo,ooo Llved 
to hastily prepare what little they had, and leave~ 
No, ·to close our eyes and minds and forget lfhat happened 
to. us, is to forget that we are part of a chain of people 
who have m:!.raculously surv:l.ved. historyt We remember our 
pa.st to insp:tre our future. Out his·tory has 'ta.1:1ght us 
how far Pharoah will go. To :forget would only grant him 
greater freedom in t.Oe future., "Every generation of Jews 
is obligated to see themselves as :l.f they too went out 
of Egypt. We left again just )3 years ago, but some of 
us have yet to leave~ We remember so we can ta.ste,the 
bitterness of oppressior1 as :tf we h!J-d just come out of 
Egypt, grateful for freedom yet filled wi.th anger a.t the 
sufferings that flood our memories. 

(singing) n~ohol dor vador •• e 
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(reader) 
The prophet Zech~riah prayed that one day, all days of m©urning would 
be~ome days of gladneus:~s The rabbis held the mame desire but de©reed 
that T:'!.sha B1av should eternally remain a day of mourning and remembrance® 
One day sho11J1ld remaJ.n--a day on which l>!l'e ~a:ve ·the martyred Je.,~ of the 
pa~t fr€)m ~ ~econd armihilat.ion ... ...a.,:rmihilat.:ton from our memories~ One day 
of the y~ar we seek t.o feel their loss of freedom~ thereby ~·trengthening 
ollllr oonvi©t:lon t© guam our ili>Wl'li$ To observe Ti®lh.'l IPav ia to see :1.n the 
oai.ndle~ ~urr@undl:lng us* the brlght light of faith toot dwelled in the bOO.y 
and soul cif every Jew who, at thllll sUl.ke@ c:.ded ©uts "Sh 'ma yisrael" and 
"Aleynu 1 •aha bayach 11--as the crusa.der looked on~ 1!U:rtonished by the Jew 1 s 
faith. To ob~arve Tisha B1 av is to let the discomfort of the floor shake 
OUl~ peaceful min.d~ and awaken U~ t©J the injustice that :ts ·the l©t of many 
Jew~ today. 

(r~Eil.de1$) 

(singing) 

(reader) 

··Our ancastora sought f orgi vene$JIS tor th!iir sins on th1$ 
day, believing that the diety had punished them for tbdr 
tui.fa.1 thfUl beha:wi©r • But our hi.story has ta:ugh·t, us that 
it is man who wields th® swordw and perpetrates "Final 
Solutioru:ie" And it is only man Wihio can melt the sworo 
and abolish the schemes. We remember th©ise who wanted 
to le~:ve the 11Egypta" * but ©ould nots We rem.ember 
s©<i.that WE may never be forced to return$ We remember 
the fa.iota but t©I feel t.helr anguish• we must open 
ourselves 'to the. prayers and thoughts of those Jews 
who l>!'ere therea 

_586 BCE 

By the waters of Babylon we sat down and we;pt when we 
remembered Zion.; .. 

Al n'harot bavel, al n~harot bavel, ~h!l.hm ya-shavnu grun 
ba-chi-:m.a b'za-kraynu et tl'llion~ b'za ... kraynu et t:zion, ., 

By the waters of Babylon we sat down and wept when we 
remembered Zione 

There on ·the willow trGes we hung ©1UIX harps, for there 
those who carried us off demanded music and singing, and 
our ca.ptors called on U$ to be merry sayirig1 "Sirig 
us one of the songs of Zion." 

How could we sing the Lord's song in a foreign land? 
If I forget you 0 Jerusalem, let my right hand wi th~r a.'l~aYi 
Let my tongue cling te> the roof of my mouth~ if I do not 
remember you~ if I do not set Jenuialem above my highest 
joy~ 

Remember 0 Lord$ e • the day of J ~rlll~lem I a fall ~ when they ~aid~ 
1'Dlfj)wn. with itw dew with it~ d©w to it~ very fom1dationsl" 

O Babylon, Babylon the deBtroyer@·u (Psalm 1:37) 

And there they ~t 0 ,fews ex:Ued from their homes, ~vicited 
from tha:b: Temple 0 now in ruinst without their Jer1.uial1ii>J11 ...... 

destroyed on the ninth day in the moJrith ©f Ave In d.ellipair@ 
theyJ:~~lled their Jeruat:1,.lem ©.if god and light &ll'lld yeai.rnOO. 
for the time when they ©ould once ag-~in take down their 
muted harps and play the~.r ~ong~ for J~ru~alem.a 
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(singing) The olive trees that stand in silence upon the hills of ti.me, 
To hear the voices o:f the city as bells of evening chime. 

5'1 

'l'he . shofar sounding from the Temple• to call the w-orld to pra.ye1· * 
The shepherd pauiSes :tn the valley and peace is everywhere~ 

(reader) 

Yerushalyim shel zahav 
V'shel n'cho-shet v•shel or 
Halo l 1 chol shi-ra-yich ani kinor. 

70 CE 

(Jeru$alem of gold~ 
and copper and light$ 
0 that I might be a. 
violin for your songs.) 

In the month of Av the battering began. but the walls proved too strong. 
Titus ordered his legions to aet the gates on :ff.re in order to enter the 
outer Temple area. On the ninth of Av the gates finally succumbed to the 
fire and we:a~e consumed. The flames spread~ Titus ran to i.nspect the 
Temple but soon the .flames lilngulfed. this sacred stru1crtu:1~e, flames kept 
alive by the Romans. Huthleasly they killed old men. ohildrem, priests, 
and laymen, until the place was in shambles. 
Once more Ismel sat and wept tor the sanctuary that lay in ashes, for 
her alain sons and :for her daughters enslaved and defiled., The Land of 
Israel had become a slave to theRoman Empire$ 

(women) 

(cong~) 

(singing) 

(cong.) 

(reader) 

How solitary lies the city, onoe so :full of people! 
Once great among nat!on,,now beoome a widowi once queen among 

provinces, now put to forced labor! 
Bitterly she weep$ :i.n the night, tears run down her cheeks; 

she has no one to comfort her among a.llthat love her$~· 
The paths to Zion mourn, for none attended her sacred feasts; 

all her gates are desolate. 
Her priests groan and sigh, her virgins cruelly treated$ 
How bitter is her fate. · (lamentations) 

Remember 0 Lo.I'd what has·be£allen us 8 look and see how we are 
soourned • ., ~ 

Joy has :fled from our hearts and cYur dances a.re turned to 
mourning. 

We are sick at heart • .,.beca.use Mount Zion is de13olate and 
over it i'l'» jackals run wild, 

Ha.shi-vaynu adoruti. a.y-leh-cha v•na.mhtnra$ 
Chadaish; chadaish~ya$maynu. cha.daish ya-maynu k'keh~dem. 

O Lord• turn us ba.ok to thyself, and we will oome ooiek; 
renew our days as in time long past$ (.Lamentations) 

" · '135 ... 1J8· CE 

ROMAN EDICTt JEWS ARE FORBIDDEN TO CIRCUMCISE, OBSERVE 
THE SHABA'l', ,TEACH THE TORAH, AND MAINTAIN A REIJIGIOUS 
ORGANIZATION BY ORDAINING RABBIS~ 
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(singing) 

"Are.you a sorcerer?" the executioner as~ed Akioo. 
"No~ ii replied the Sage, "l am not a sorcerer, but I rejoice 
at the opportunity finally given me to love my God "with all 
lifei' prtor to this moment I was able to love Him only '';with 
all my means' and 'with all my might. 111 

.. ·w1th a smile upon 
ois facet amidst the tortorous pain* Akiba began to recite 
the Sh' ma~ :for the time for prayer had come-... "Sh 'ma yi.srael 0 " 

he proudly called out~ "adonai Eloyheynu a.donai eohads" 
And on the word "eohad"~ he died, 

SH•MA YISRAEI~ ADONAI ELOHEYNU ADONA! ECHAD. 

1096 CE 

(An historical account by S. ol.omon bar Samson ( ULl-O} of the crusader 
a. t tack on the . Jews of the German city of Ma.yence. ) · · 

(reader) 

(reader) 

The ears of. him who.hears these things will tingle~ for 
who.has ever heard anything like this? Inquire now arid look 
about, was there ever such an abundant sacrifice as this since 
the days of Adam? Were there ever eleven hundred offerings 
on one day. . . . 

It was on the third of Sivan. at noon, that Emico the 
wicked and his band of German and F'renoh crusaders oame 
against the eity g~teu .The women there girded their loins 
with strength.and.slew their sons and their daughters and· 
then themselves~ Many men~ too, plucked up courage and 
killed ·their. wives, their aons, their i:nfat1ts. The tender 
and delicate mother slaughtered .the babe she had played with~$· 
The maidens. and.' 'the young brides and grooms looked out of 
the. windows and in a ·loud. voice· cried i "I~ook and see w 

0 our GOO., wha:t we do for the ~a.nctifica ti on of 'I'hy great 
.name in order not to exchange you for another faithms@" 

Thus ¥ere the.precious ch~ldren of Zion, the Jews of 
Mayen OE'.,, tr:l,.ed with ten tri!)l.l~ like Abraham.~ our father 9 

See what these martyrs didl Why did the heavens not grow 
dark and the stars not withdraw ·their brightness? Why did 
not the moon 4nd" "l:;h~ sun grow dark in their heavens when 
on one day, 'on. '.the ~third 'o;f' Si vi,in * on a T\lesday t eleven 
hundred · i$ouJ.s ,were )~illed and slatightered, among them so 
many infant.a whp ·119-.d not transgressed nor sinned, so many 
poe»r, innocent ~ouJ,s? ... 

Wilt Thou,de~pite this, still restrain Thyself~ O Lord? 
For Thy sake it wa.a'tha.t these numberless souls were killed. 

Av ha.· .. ~-~ha-mim •• ~F'-..thQl' ot JllOX'CYe s $.the, pra,yer.'.'of an unknown 
Jew who witnessed . these massacres arid the ma.I"tyrdom of his 
bretherne. He reme.ml)ered them with tenderness and implored 
GOO. to recall them and, with praiseworthy humanitarian 
compaai;iion, asked God· to also remember the righteous ones 
of other fa1th$o · 
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( cong.) 

59 

AV" ha ... ra ... oha-mim ••• May the Father of mercy, in His mighty 
compa.ssfon, remember thos1:1 loving, upright and blamt)less ones, 
the holy congregations, who laid down their 1.ives for the 
sanctification of the divine name, who were lovely and pleasant 
in their 11 ves and in ·their death were not d:l.vided. May our God 
remember them for good w.ith the oth~lr righteous of the world, Amen. 

1248 Cl!l 

(Official oondenmat~on of the Talmud in France) 

(reader) 

(silently) 

Know ye a.11 w that in P/;\ris, on t.he ~5th of May, in the year 
1248, we inspected certain Jewish bQoks called Talmud., and, 
in the preaenq~ of the Jewish mast~rs and of those called for 
this purpose, we pronounced d.ef:J.ni te . judgment as follows t 

"Certain bo.oks by the name of Talmud . have been presented by the 
, Jewish masters to us. We have examined these books and caused 
them to be carefully examined by men o~ discretion, expert in 
these mat t:ei's • " . . 
Whereas we ,found t.hat these books were full of innumerable 
errors. abuses. blaaphemies, and. w:tckednes~ such as arouse 
Sha.me in those; who speak Of them and horrify the hearer~ to 
such as extent that these books cannot be tolerated in name 
of God. Therefore, with the advloe of tnose pious men whom 
we caused to be gathered especially for that purpose, we 
pronounce, tha. t. the said books are unworthy of tolera.no.e, and 
that they are nqt to be restored to the Jewish ma.$te:r.s, and 
w:e decisively oond.emrr them~ 11 

· · · 

"We are also possessed of full knowledge as to• the place and 
time of other .bOoks not shown to us by .the Jewish masters 
nor by us examined, although we have of.ten made demand,s for them; 
and we shall do what there is to be done with regard to them ••• 11 

Rabbi Meir of Rothenberg saw wha.t wa~ done~ His sorrow and his hopei 

O Torah that has been consumed by fire seek the 
welfare of those who mourn for you, 

Of those wno yearn to dwell. in the court of your 
habita:tion, 

Of tho.se who gasp as they lie in the dust of the earth, 
Who grieve ~nd are bewildered over the burning of 

your pa.ronments. · 
They grope .in the dark, bereft of Hght, 
Indeed, ·they wait longing for j;.he daylight tha. t will 

shine upon them and upon you ••• 
Moses and Aaron in the Mountain Hor, 

I will of' them enquire a 
Is there another to replace this I..aef 

devoured o:f :f':f.re?. ~. 
You will again adorn yourself with ornaments of scarlet; 
You will take up ti.m brel, lead ·the oiroling danoe, and 

rejoice in your revels$ , · 
Then shali my heart be uplifted •• ewhen your Crlllator 

will afford you light, 
And will brighten your darkness and illuminate your 

aorrowing gloom. 
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Kee mi-tzioh, ta.y ... tzay Torah, udvar adonai mi-rushalayim) 2 
Baruch ahe-natan Torah l'amo, Torah l'amo yisrael. 
Baruch she~nata.n Torah l•amo. yisrael, bik...O.u-sha-to~ Kee mitzion~~$ 

1492 CE 

(Chronicle of an Ita.H,an .Jew• 1495) 

(Reader) 

(reader) 

(reader) 

In the spring of 1492, the Jews were expelled from Spain. 
The King gav(:):them three months in which to leave, the final' 

·day was to be the ninth of Av. 120,000 of them went to Portugal 
where they were permitted to stay six months. On the seventh 
month. the King of Portugal enslaved those who remained and 
banished 700 o:f' their children to SfilttJ.e a remote island8 
All of them died. 'i 

The peraecmtions :fr.om, the times of the Firfl»t Crusade in '1096, 
until 1;00.,are so, continuous that we can hardly speak of 
frequency, whioh atlea.stt suggests moments of breath and 
r,ecuperation. Confiscation followed confisca.:Uon~ massacre 
followed massacre, and expulsion :followed dxpulsion so closely 
during these terrible centuries that it is the greatest 
miracle how the Jews survived. (Solomon Schecter) 

But we did! Through torture, wars, and tyranny, the Jews 
surwived. We survived on the hope for salvation and 
:freedom but not at the cost of our faith. We survived cm 
our belief in God's· ultimate goodness$ We survived hoping 
·that man would someday reflect that «opdness. But no·t yet. 

1903 CE 

The drunken mop invaded the synagoguesi the sacred scrolls 
were torn into shreds, trampled under foGdtand defiled. In 
one sanQtua..ry, the aged beadle, wrapped in his prayer shawl

0 defended with his. body the Holy Ark until he was struck down. 
Jews woo.attempted to beat off the attackers with clubs were 
quickly disarmed by the policei but the mob ffas urunoleated. 
The Jew±ah victims counted forty .. five dead, eighty ... a:ix with 
heavy and five hundred with light wotmdss fifteen l'm.ndred 
housee an.d shops were destroyed or looted. 

Of steel and iron, cold and hard and dumb 
Now forge thyself a heart~ 0 Ma.nl and come 
And walk the tf»wn of ~.laughter, Thou shalt see 
With walking eyes. and touch with conscious hands, 
On fences, pos·ts, and doors ~ 
On paving in the street, on wooden floors, 
The black• dried blood commingled here and there 
With bralns and ~plintered. bone. 

.,j 
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(reader) 

(oong.) 

(reader) 

And thou shalt wander in and out of ruins 
Of broken walls~ doors wrenched from off their hinges, 
Stoves overturned, dilapidated. hearths ••• 
Outeiide,•theisultry a.irls thick. with feathers. 
And·thou:shalt think to wade as in a river, 
A flow of human sweat, the sweat of angu:l.sh. 

Thou·stumblest 7over heaps of goods and chattels ..... 
They're just whole lives of men, whole lives of ment 
Iii:ke broken potsherds, pa.st all mending ever--
Thou walkest, runest, fallest in ·the wreckage. 
They're holidays and Sabbaths, joy of feast.udays--
And scarfs and prayer-books~· pa.rchments, scraps of Torah, 
The white and holy wrappings of thy soul.$. 

Let bel 'I'omorrow ·then wUl fall a shower 
And wash the blood into the drains, and stifle 
The cry to heaven for vengeance 
And calmly~ like today and yesterday 
The sun will rise tomorrow, 1n the East 
Its splendor not diminished in ·the least 
And just as nothing were, pursue its way.$•e 

( C:l'ty of Slaughter-Bialik) 

1920 CE 

(From the constitution of the National Socialist German Workers• Party) 

(reader) "None but members of the nat:lon may be citizens of the 
State® None but those of German bloo~ 0 whatever their 
creed, may be members of the nation. No Jew, therefore 
may be a member of the nation. 
Economically the Jew undermines the State until he succeeds 
in getting all economic a.otivity und@r his control. 
Culturally the Jew corrupts art, literature ••• a.nd mocks 
at natural feeling, destroys all conceptions of beautyt 
nobility, and goodness, and so drags humanity in the 
train of his own base way of life~ Religion he makes 
ridiculous; moral and decency he declares superfluous, 
until the la.st resource :ta taken fr~m the nation fighting 
for its existence." 
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1934 CE 

( '1.'his song, smuggled out of Germany in 1934, was composed by prisoners 
in an early concentration camp.) 

(singing) 

62 

Far and wi.de as the eye can wander 
Marsh and bog are ev 1 rywhere 
Not a bird sings out to cheer us, 

Up and down the guard.s are pacing 
No one, no one can go through. 
Flight would mean a sure death facing 
Guns and barbed wire greet our view. Oaks are standing gaunt and bare · 

(chorus) We. are the peat~bog soldiers, 
We•re marching with our spades, 
'ro the bog$ 

(reader) 

(reader) 

(chorus) 

But :for us there ts :no complaJ.ning, 
Winter will in time be passed. 
One day we shall cry rejoicing, 
Homeland dear, you're mine at last 

Then will the peat-bog soldiers march no 
more with the ~pades, to the bog. 

1942 GE 

On July 22, the day before the ninth of Av, posters 
appeared throughout the Warsaw ghetto~ proclaim;l.ng, 

"By order of the German authorities all Jew:lsh persons 
living in Warsaw, regardless of age or sex are to be 
resettled :ln the Easts''· 

Thei.r new home? Treblinka! of B • .301,000 Jews "resettled" 
in Europe, 5,978eOOO never reached their "new homes$" 

On a hill near Jerusalem, an old man watches the planting 
of the Martyrs Foresta 

An old man silent 
on a silen·t hillsid.e 
where six million grow 
because s:l.x million died 

under low skies 
burdened with grief 
dug their own grave 
laid their.own wreath 

star up1cm yellow star 
stare upon stare 
only a. bullet 
to answer a prayer. 

Six million treea 
in s:tx thousand row~. 
Becam.\'!e stic m1ll:lon died 
six million grow. (Jeremy Robson) 
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( singin~) 
(chorus) 

JUNE~ 1967 C.li1 

Dear G©d, we have sent you 
679 m.es111engerse 
We have sent th6m from your holy land 
To the plaoe where you r~le supreme© 
We were abe1ndoned by all-
I&3©ila tad and alone were we lef·t 
To face ·the enemy~ 
Therefore we sent these 679 
.Ambas~dorsto you from use 
Promises of diplomats proved w~thle~s. 
It became painfully clear to us 
'l'ha t ·the people of I~rael could rely only 

. On the best of their sons and the mercy of heaven© 
They will come to your throne 
Punctured and torn 
And present in our name 
Their written creden·tiala 
Etched on their bodies in lead~ 
Dear God~ we have sent you 

679 Messengers (Reena B. Kibbut!Z Ha~ogen) 

Ha-ko-tel ay-zov ayzov v'atzevet 
Ha_ ... ko··tel oferet vadam. 
Yaish ana.shim im la.iv shel even, 
Yaish avanim im la.iv a.dam. 

(The Wall- ... moss and grief. 
The Wall-·-lead and blood. 
There are people wi t.h hear·ts 
of stone11 there are stones· 
with hearts qf man.) 

Amad ha.~·t:r.an-cha.n m.ul ha.kotel 
M•kol ma.ch .. lakto rak echa.d. 

(The paratrooper stood facing the wall. 
From his whole platoon--tho only one. 
He 3aid to mer Death has no Amir 11: la.-mavet ayn d'mut ach 

Yaish koter t:i.sha milimeter bi.lvad. 
Amar 11: ayneni domaya 

(V'shav l'hashpeel ma.ha.teem ... ) 
Ach saba sheH elohim hayoda.ya . , 
Kavur cahn al har ha-~ayteem. (chorus) 

Amda bish~~ohorim mul hakotel 
Imo shel echiid m:tn ha .. chir8 
Amra Hi aynay n•ari hadolkot ha.in 
V1 lo hai.nay.rot she-bakir. 
Am.ra li 1 Ayneni rosheme·t 
Shum petek 11 tmo:n bain s 'dakav ~ 
Ki ma sh1:1 ... natati lakotel rak emeah, 
Ga.dol m'mileem u-michtav@ 

form~ only a dlameter- 9 millimeters. 
He said to me~ I am rw·t crying. 
(And he lowered his eyes once more ••• ) 
But my grandfather~ God knows$ 
Is buried on the Mount of Ollves~) 

(In blackw facing the wim.11 0 stood 
the mother of' one of the infantrymen~ 
She said to me: The eyes of my boy 
are shining, not candles :in the wall. 
She said to me z I am not wr:I. ting a 
note to hide between its cracks. 
For what I gave ·to the wall la.st night 
Ia greater then words or writing.) 
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MAY JO~ 1972 

(From the Jerusalem Post) 

(reader) 

(reader) 

(singing) 

(singing) 

.Lod ....... Japanese Red Army Terro:r:l.~rl;.['l today .nu.u~sacred 25 people 
and injured over 70 in a ruthless attack on .Lod Airport. 

1972 CE 

Unlike others in Russia~ Jews1 
cannot publish periodicals and devotional literature 
including journals, prayer books and Bibles, or 
(excep·t in .isolated instances) religious calendars, 
which are indispensable guides to festivals and other 
religious observances 

ca.J1u1ot produce essential devotional .articJ,es such as 
talises or tefilin 

carmot have :formal official Col'l'taots w1 th eo-·religiionista 
abroad. 

"The pas·t is for inspiration,. not imitation~ for ioontim.w.tion~ 
not repetition ••• " 

(Otpusti narod nH>y-.IJet my people gos A Jewish reaistance 
song smuggled from Russia~) 

To the Pharaoh, to the Pharaoh I say, liilJT MY P.!EOPIJE GO! 
'1

1

0 the Pharaoh, to ·the Pharaoh I say~ I1ET MY })EOPLE GO l 
Let the Jewish people go, to :Lts homeland~ 
Let the Jewish people go~ to its homeland$ To the Pha.raohe •• 

Let my people go l IJet my people go! 
Let my people go home t Let my people go home! 

B'chol dor vador~ cha-yav adam lirot · · )
2 .Lirot et a tr.mo k 1 ilu • k 1 ilu hu ya:tzah m 'mi tz.:..rayim. ) 

B'chol dor vador. eha .. yav, cm. ... yav a.dam liro·t et at!f.;m.o 
K

1 

ilu hu• k 1 ilu hu, k 1 ilu hu yatzah m'mitzrayim. )2 

-------



( sU.ent reading) 
Second Kings, Chapter 2. 

A PARABLE 

When the prophet. li.iUjah knew that ·tne time had come for him to .ascent to 
heaven on a fiery cha:riotw his disciples respectfully drew back and ave:rtoo 
their eye£1l. Only mlisha followed h1s master into the w:tlderness. "Turn 
back," pleaded the prophet; "my road iB hard; my task il!l never done1 the 
prophet' a mantle . hangs hea.vy on my shoulders i turn back$ " Elisha Bhook his 
head and followed his master. 

The time drew neare 
"What is it that you want from me?" asked Elijah. 
"A double portion o:f your spiri tt 11 answered the d:t~~iple$ 
"Haro to g:tve~ ham to receive," said Elijah. "But if you see the 

fiery chariot, the gift is yours~" 
Fire roared up into the sky, and Israel's body ascended as smoke in the. 

air. The tree of time trembledi and a star :stopped !i!linging. Was it one 
chariot, or were there six million? Was there a witnesil:'l\? Jlaisha had not 
turned aways He saw, And his anguish screamed out into the night: 

"My father, my father, the chariots of Israel and the horsemen thereitl!fl 11 

He tore his garments. He stumbled through the desert, falling over stcmea-~ 
or had it been a pile of ch:lldren•:s shoes? He found a black cloakm 
it was the prophe·t 9 s mantle. 

And a terrible anger took hold. of Elisha. He flailed the coat as 
though it were the staf-f of Mosesw and the waters of ·the Jordan divided 
befol;'e him$ He c:rj.ed out the story. Blank "uifbelief g searching parties 
went out to seek ·the dust which trembled at the edges o:f the universe. 
They had. not seen the cha.dot~ They did. not kniow~ And it became the task 
of Eaisha to tell them what had been lost and what had to be done. The I 
13£l.l t of lUisha' a tears fell into their springs o:f lm©wled.ge and purified 
the watersm J!aiaha replaced :&aijah. 

He wa~ not a good prophet. Elijah had ~tood above the multitude~~ 
had swep·t t,hem along with hi.a grandeux· and power e Elisha was one of 
the orowd, and Du'>ved in their mid.at~ Elijah' a shadow hung over him. 
Elijahws cup wa~ filled at every Seders his ohair was occupied at every 
manchHd's blrth; his place was secure in the hopes of the people. 
'rhey were sure ED.ijah would return before the coming o:f the Messiah. 

But Elb:iha had seen him leave in the flery chariot~ And. whenever 
he ac.knowled.ged th.':\t vision and accepted it* he gained the strength to 
wear tJi.e mantle$ He could not be a great leader@ But he could be one 
of the people, could be a wi tneas in thei,r midst~ lie apl!;)ke of the fiery 
chariot, he pointed up to the sky, he lived his testimony e "My fa;ther w" 
ne wept~ "My father! Oh, the fiery ohariCJit." 

There are those who say t,ha:t. no Messiah can come urrUl ·the world 
stop~ looki,ng for 1lllijah and begins to listen to the testimony of Elisha. 
lt°'or the Mess:lah' s :path:!fay ..... once seen by the patri.aroh Jac©b as a golden 
ladder--was seared and torn by the passing e:»f the chariots~ Once the 
ladder was bu.;U t from heaven to earth i now 1 t must reach fr©m earth to 
heaven, and must be constructed by mans And this will only happen when 
the quiet tes·timcmy of an Elii.sha among the multitudes can get the1n to 
see the passing of the chariot. 'l'hey must experience ·the terrible gr:l.e:f 
and. logss. They rin1st ~ry for the pafl>t turned to fire~ f'or the future beccime 
ashes. Etched into their vision there must be the flaming path arching 
up into darknesse And f1~om their l:lp~ ~ with relu©ta.nee and anguish, words 
mu~t risE'I ·ttt:i form the thresh©ld of the golden ladder; 
Yi tga.dal v • y:UJm.da.sh ah~ mey rabbtte e e 

It is maid that thi.11> pra..yer mu$t be repeated six million M.me~. 
But people have forgotten why thi~ should be iilO. 



_·, 

We remember. e ~ 

Yitgadal v'yitkadash ah'may raba 
B • olmo di v • ra chir-u~·ta.y v • yamlich mal-chu··tay 
B 'oha~·ya-chol. uv .. yo-may ... chon uv-cha-yay d. • chol bayt yiarael · 
Ba··a-ga .. lah u 'viz .... man kariv, v' imru amen. 

Yit-00..rach v'yish .. tabach v'yit-pa .. ·ar v•y:t.t .. ro-mam v'yit--na-~y 
V 'yi t ... hadar v 'yi t ... aleh v • yi t-$halal sh' may d' kud' sha brich hu 
L 'ayla min kol bir ... oha ... tah v • sh:J ... ra-tah tuah ... b' cha-tah v 'neh.-chena.tah 
Da-a ... miran b' alma.~ v • imru ami;m 0 

Y~hay sh'l.omo rabamin sha-ma.ya v'chayim aleynu v~al kol yisrael 
v~1mru a.men, 

Oseh shalom bi.mromav hu ya-a ... !!M~h shalom alwynu veal kol yilirael 
V'imru amen. 

(singlng) 

(reader) 

(cong.) 

Oaeh shalom bimromav •• 0 

Are we the persecuted Jews? 

No~ but we are thelr spirit. We are living proof of the 
·: Jew• s fieree des:tre to be 11 to ex~.st. 11Six million died 

yet s;1:x: million grow$ " 

66 

We a.1:-e their consolationf their salvation, the:lr hope 0 their 
immortali·ty. We are the restora.t:i.on 0 the rem:rw.ntf the 
survivors. 

(singing) 

We are those left ·to remember what life we had on the 
other side of tlie Red Sea8 · We are those who must know 
what life :ts on the other side of the Red Curta:ln., 

'fisha B 'av beginf3 in sorrow and. concludes with an expects. tion 
of better timesw realized dreamst and a healthy society. 

Juda:l.am Uvea because the Jew hopes~ and never desists 
from the struggle for the good in mcu'l.$ 

Od a.vinu cha.i---Am Yisrael chaH Juda.ism lives because it 
still believea that man was created not a curse~ but a 
blessing, not fo;r evil, but for good. 

Od avinu chai, od avinu chai 
Od a.vim~, od avinu oo a.vinu ohai! 
Am Yisrael, aJ11 Yisrael, am Yit:lrael cha.1 (L~) 
Od avirm chai (chai) · 
Od av:bru crud. (Chai) 
Od" avim.l!, oo avinu ~ od avinu ohaJJ 

* * 
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